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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 4, 1837. 

The second session of the twenty-fifth Congress 
convened this day, in conformity with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, when the following 
Senators were in attendance: f 
Messrs. Allen, Messrs. Norvell, 


Benton, Pierce, 
Brown, Prentiss, 
Buchanan, Rives, 

Clay of Ala. Roane, 
Clay of Ky. Robbins, 
Clayton, Robinson, 
Crittenden, Smith of Conn. 
Davis, Sinith of Ta. 
Fulton, Strange, 
Grundy, Swift, 

King of Ala. Tipton, 
Knight, Walker, 
Linn, Wall, 

Lyon, White, 
McKean, Williams, 
Morris, Wright, 
Niles, Young. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

Ordered, That the” Secretary of the Senate inform 
the Honse of Representatives that a quorum of the 
Senate is assembled, and that the Senate is ready to 
proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of 
the House of Representatives to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United Siates ; aai 
quoram of the two Ffouses of Congress is assem- 
bled, and ready to receive any communication he 
may be pleased to make. 

Messrs, WRIGHT and KNIGHT 
pointed on the part of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, informing the Senate that a quorum 
of that body had assembled, and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business; and that it had appointed a com- 
mittee to join that appointed by the Senate to wait 

n the President, and inform him that Congress 
was ready to receive any communication he might 
be pleased to r 

On motion of 

Ordered, That ery of the Senate be di- 
rected to furnish the ators wih such 
pers as they may select, nol exceeding the price of 
three daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF RE? PRE SHNTATIViSS, 
MONDAY, December 4, 1837. 

This being the dsy set apart by the Constitution 
of the United States for the annual meeting of the 
two Houses of Congress, at 12 o'clock, m. the 
SPEAKER called the House to order 

The roll of the members of the House was then 
called over by States, when the foilowed answered 
to their names 
Maine. 

Thomas Davee, 
John Fairfield, 
Francis O. J. Smith. 
New HAMPSHIRE, 
Charles G. Atherton, James Farrington, 
Samuel Cashman, Jared W. Williams. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
John Quincey Adams, Richard Fleicher, 
George N. . Briggs, George Grennel}, jr. 
William B. Calhoun, Levi Lincoln, 
Caleb biting g, Wiliam Parmenter. 
Raonpe Istann. 
Robert B. Cranston, Joseph L. Tillinghast. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Isaac Toucey, 
Thomas 'T. Whitlesey. 


Hugh J. Anderson, 
Timowy J. Carter, 
Jonathan Cilley, 


Elisha Haley, 
Orin Holt, 


Lancelot Phelps, 
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VERMONT. 
Tsaac Fletcher, 
Hiland Hall. 
New York. 
Robert McClellan, 
Ely Moore, 


Heman Allen, 
Horace Everett, 


John T. Andrews, 
Bennet Bicknell, 
Samuel. Birdsall, William H. Noble, 
Isaac H. Bronson, John Palmer, 

Churchill C. Cambreleng,Amasa J. Parker, 
Edward Curtis, Luther C. Peck, 

John Edwards, Zadock Pratt, 

Millard Filmore, John H. Prentiss, 
Henry A. Foster, David Russell, 

Albert Gallup, Mark H. Sibley, 
Abraham P. Grant, James B. Spencer, 
Thomas B. Ja ickson, William Taylor, 
Nathaniel Jones, Obadiah Titus, 
Arphaxed Loomis, Abraham Vanderveer, 
Richard P. Marvin, Henry Vail. 

New Jersey. 

. Joseph F. Randolph, 
William Halstead, Charles C. Stratton, 
Jom P. B. Maxwell, Thomas Jones Yorke 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mathias Morris, 
Samuel W. Morris, 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, 
Lemuel Faynter, 
David Petriken, 
David Potts, jr. 
Elward 8. Hubley, Daniel Shefer, 
John Klingensmith, jr. George W. Tolland, 
Tho. M. T. McKennan, David D. Wagener. 

NIARYLAND. 

Wiliam Cost Johason, 
Isaac McKim, 
John T. H. Worthington. 


VIRGINIA. 

James M. Mason, 
Charles F. Mercer, 
William S . Morgan, 
Isaac S. Penny backer, 
Francis E, Rives, 
John Robertson, 
Archibald Stewart, 
John ‘Taliaferro. 


John B. Ayerige, 


Wiliam Beatty, 
Richard Biddle, 
Andrew Buchanan, 
Edward Darlington, 
Edward Davies, 
Jacob Fry, jr. 


bn Denni 
Benjamin C. Ioward, 
Daniel Jenifer, 


Andrew Beirne, 
James W. Bouldin, 
Walter Coles, 

Robert Craig, 

George C. Dromgoole, 
James Gariand, 
George W. Hopkins, 
Joseph Johtison, 


John W. Jones, 
No 
Edmund Debary, : Ii. Shepperd, 
ames Graham, Edward Srantey, 


1 
Wiiliam Montgomery, Lewis Wiliams. 
Soorn CAROLINA. 
John K. Griffin. 
GEoRG. 
Jabez Jackson, 
George W. B. Towas. 
KENTUCKY. 
Eiward Rumsey, 
Wiliam W. Southgate, 
Joseph R. Underwood, 
John White, 
Sherrod Williams. 
TENNESSEE. 
Abraham McClellan, 
James K. Polk, 
Ebenezer J. Shields, 
Hopkins L. Turney, 
Christopher H. Williams. 


Seaton Grantland, 
Charles E. Haynes, 


John Calhoon, 
John Chambers, 
William J. Graves, 
James Harlan, 
Richard. Hawes, 


John Bell, 

Wiliam B. Campbell, 
Wiliam B. Carter, 
Richard Cheatham, 
John W. Crockett, 
Abrahan P. Maury, 
Onto. 

Calvary Morris, 
eph Ridgway, 
Matthias Shepior, 
Elisha Whittlesey. 


James Alexander, jr. 
William Key Bond, 
Alexander Duncan, 
Daniel Kilgour, 
Samsos Mason, 


INDIANA. 

William Herod, 
James Rariden, 

Alberi S. White. 


Ratliff Boon, 
:eorge H. Dunn, 
Toha Ewing, 2 
William Graham, 
Mussissipri. 
Samvel J. Gholson. 


ILLINOIS. 
zadok Casey, Adam Snyder. 
Wiliam L. May, 

ALABAMA. 


Joab Lawler. 


Missouri. 
John Miller. 


MICHIGAN. 
Isaac E. Crary. 


Wisconsin TERRITORY. 
George W. Jones, delegate. 

Mr. YELL, of Arkansas, was then qualified 
and took his seat. 

Several other members came in during the day. 

The CHAIR then announced 163 members as 

eing present, and the House proceeded to busi- 
ness. 

On motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, a message 
was ordered to be sent to the Senate, to inform 
that body that a quorum of the House of Repre- 
sentatives had assembled, and that the Flouse was 
ready to proceed to business, 

On motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, a com- 
mittee of three was appointed, in conjunction with 
such commie as might be appointed on the part 
of the Senate, to wait upon the President of the 
United States, and inform him that the two Houses 
of Congress had convened, and were ready to re- 
ceive any communication he might be pleased to 
make. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the usual order 
for furnishing the members with newspapers to the 
extent of three daily papers, was adopted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio then submitted 2 
resolation ordering the appointment of the several 
Standing Committees, and moved to postpone its 
further consideration till to-morrow. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to postpone it until 
Thursday next. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY hoped the gentleman from 
New Hampshire would not press that motion, for 
he saw no necessity at allfor wasting three or four 
days at the commencement of the session. He 
hoped they had come there now for the purpose of 
transacting business, and i in that hope he had mev- 

ed this order. 

Perhaps the gentleman from New Hampshire 
might be under ihe impression that, by the rules of 
the Ffouse, as now existing, no member could be 
appointed on a committee unless he were present. 
That was not the case. Any member elected to 
the Houe at that time might be appointed on a 
committec, whether present or not. He trusted, 
therefore, there would be no objection at all to the 
motion he had made. He reiteraied the hope that 
hey would have commenced this session with a 

firm determination to transact the business neces- 
sary and important for them to transact At the 
last regular session of Congress there were be- 
tween seven and eight hundred bills remaining 
upon the calendar undisposed of; and why? Because 
they came there prepared to spend one month in 
holidays, consuming the whole of the first week in 
just meeting to adjourn, get their eight dollars a 
day, and then go gossiping through the city. He 
was admonished not to make such charges, but he 
had no allusion to any gentleman. His remark 
was a general one, but he was, nevertheless, ex- 
tremely solicitous that the truth should be told, and 
they might as well commence telling it at the be- 
ginning of the session as toward the end, and 
what he had stated was known to all. 

Now, the excuse had heretofore been, that the 
committees could not be appointed at so early a 
period, because the Speaker was unacquainted 
with the members. That was a reason generally 
entitled to much weight; but -not in the present 
instance, for the Chair was as well qualified to 
appoint the commiitees now as he would bea week 
hence. Then Mr. W. would again ask, why 
should this whole week be consumed in idleness ? 
Were there no pensioners to be provided for? no 
long standing claims of various kinds Why, iq 
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the private claims growing out of our land system 
alone, there were numerous cases reported favora- 
bly two. years ago, but unacted on for the simple 
reason that there was not time. Now it seemed to 
him that they had been making this excuse to the 
people of the country long enough, and they ought 
to come there with a fixed determination to dispose 
of whatever public and private business came be- 
fore them without loss of time, and at least not 
dissipate one whole week of the session. For the 
purpose of determining whether they were to dis- 
pose of the business of the country or not, he 
hoped the House would indulge him with the yeas 
and nays on the question of postponement. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, 

Mr. CUSHMAN varied his motion to postpone 
till, Wednesday instead of Thursday. 

Mr. C. said he joined in the wish expressed 
by the gentleman from Ohio, that they would com- 
mence this session with a determination of going 
on with the public business as speedily as possible, 
but his motion did not contemplate delay. He had 
made it merely for the purpose of giving the 
Speaker an opportunity to appoint the committees 
in a judicious manner, by revising, where necessa- 
ry, the appointments made last session. Hereto- 
fore it had never, he believed, been the practice to 
appoint the committees, or order their appointment, 
on the first day, but to postpone it till Thursday. 

. Mr.C. however, was willing to make it a day earlier. 
The duty was a very important one, requiring 
great judgment and knowledge of the members. It 
is Well known that the business of the House de- 
pended yery much upon the organization of the 
committees; and it was therefore all-important that 
they should be well organized for the whole busi- 
ness. As, then, it was so highly expedient that the 
Speaker should be acquainted with the members, 
he hoped the House would concur with him in the 
necessity of granting sufficient time for that officer 
to perform. the duty. 

Again: they were all pretty well satisfied of the 
fact that they should not receive the President's 
Message till to-morrow; and the requirement of the 
gentleman’s order on that day would assuredly 
interfere with the reception of that document. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY interposed. He said the 
gcntleman appeared to be laboring under an erro- 
neous impression as to the object of his (Mr. W’s) 
motion, He had mentioned, atthe time he submitted 
the order, that he should not move its consideration 
then, but to-morrow; and he would, therefore, 
suggest whether the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire had not better withdraw his motion, and 
when it came up to-morrow the FIouse raight then 
postpone or dispose of it. i 

Mr. CUGHMAN having expressed his ¿ssent, 

The further consideration of the order was ac- 
cordingly postponed till to-morrew. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN the daly hour of 
meeting was directed to be 12 o'clock, m. until 
otherwise ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he wished to submit 
an amendment to the rules, and he inquired of the 
Chair whether the rules of the last session were to 
be re-adopied, or did they govern through a whole 
Congress, 

Vhe CHAIR replied that the practice had here- 
tofore been that the rules adopted at the first ses- 
sion of that Congress were the rules until other- 
wise ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then submitted the follow- 
ing as an additional rule, which lies over one day: 

“It shall also be the duty of the Clerk to compile 

a separate journal of the yeas and nays in such 
manner as to exhibit the questions decided, and the 
vote of each member; and at the end of every ses- 
sion he shall cause to be printed as many copies 
thereof as will be sufficient to furnish one copy for 
every thousand free male inhabitants above the age 
of twenty-one years in the United States, the num- 
ber of such free males to be determined by the 
Clerk from: the latest statistical information; and he 
shall distribute such copies among the Executives 
of the several States, in proportion to the reiative 
nurnber of such free males in each State.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, ov leave, then submitted 
the following resolution, which, under the rule, lies 
over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretery of War be directed 
to lay before Congress copies of all orders and in- 
structionsgiven to the commander in chief of the force 
in Florida, authorizing him to raise troops or to call 
into service any portion of the militia, or to accept 
the services of volunteers for the purpose of sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities, and that said Secretary 
report what measures, if any, have been adopted to 
enlist and procure the services of other Indian 
warriors to fight against the Seminoles, the number 
of Indians so enlisted or taken into the service of 
the United States,the tribes to which they respective 
ly belong, the length of time they have been en- 
gaged to serve and the amount of pay promised 
them; and that the said Secretary also report the 
number of troops of all classes engaged and called 
into service for the purpose of prosecuting the war 
in Florida at the present time. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
of the balances of unsettled accounts on the books 
of the Fourth Auditor; which, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, December 5, 1837. 

Mr. HUBBARD of New Hampshire, and Mr. 

TALLMADGE of New York, arrived and took 
their seats, 
_ Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee appointed 
in conjunction with that of the House of Represen- 
tatives, to wait om the President with the informa- 
tion that a quorum of both Houses was in atten- 
dance, and ieady to receive any communications 
he should be pleased to make, reported that the 
duty required had been performed, and that the 
President would send a message, in writing, to 
Loth Houses of Congress, at 12 o'clock this day. 

The following Message was received from the 
President of the United States, through his private 
secretary, A. Van Buren, esq. 

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

We have reason to renew the expression ef our 
devout gratitude to the Giver or aLL Goe for his 
benign protection. Our country presents, on every 
side, the evidences of that continued favor, under 
whose auspices it has gradually risen from a few 
feeble and dependent Colonies to a presperons and 
powerful Confederacy. We are blessed with do- 
mestic tranquillity, and all the elements of national 
prosperity. The pestilence which, invading, for a 
ume, some flourishing portions of the Union, inter- 
rupted the geieral prevalence of unusual health, 
has happily veen limited in extent, and arrested in 
its fatal career. ‘The industry and prudence of our 
Cilizens are gradually relieving them from the pecu- 
niary embarrassments under which portions of them 
have labored; judicious legislation, and the natural 
and boundiess resources of the country, have af- 
forded wise and timely aid to private enterprise; 
and the activity always characteristic of our people 
has already, in a great degree, resumed its usual 
aud profitable channels. 

The condition of our forcign relations has not 
materially changed since the last annual message 
of my predecessor. We remain at peace with all 
nations; and no efforts on my part, consistent with 
the preservation of our rights and the honor of the 


country, shall be spared to maintain a position so 
consonant to our institutions. Wehave faithfully 
sustained the foreiga policy with which the United 
States, under the guidance of their first President, 
took their stand in the family of nations—that of 
regulating their intercourse with other powers by 
the approved principles of private life; asking and 
according equal rights and eqaal privileges; render- 
ing and demanding justice in all cases; advancing 
their own, and discussing the pretensions of others, 
with candor, directness, and sincerity ; appealing at 
all times to reason, but never yielding to force, nor 
seeking to acquire any thing for themselyes by its 
exercise. 

A rigid adherence to this policy has left this Go- 
vernment with scarcely a claim upon its justice, for 
injuries arising from acts committed by its authority. 


The most imposing and perplexing of those ofthe 
United States upon foreign- Governments,- for: age 
gressions upon our citizens, were disposed of by. 
my predecessor. Independently. of the benefits 
conferred upon our citizens by restoring to the mer: 
cantile community so many millions of which 


they had been wrongfully divested, a great service: 


was also rendered to his country by the satisfactory 
adjustment of so many ancient and irritating sub- 
jects of coniention; and it reflects no ordinary 
credit on his successful administration of public 
affairs, that this great object was accomplished, 
without compromising, on any oceasion, either the 
honor, or the peace of the nation. e 

With European powers no new subjects of dif- 
ficulty have arisen; and those which were under 
discussion, alihough not terminated, do not present 
a more unfavorable aspect for the future preserva- 
tion of that good understanding, which it has ever 
been our desire to cultivate. 

Of pending questions, the most important is that 
which exists with the Government of Great Bri- 
tain, in respect to our northeastern boundary. It 
is with unfeigned regret, that the people of the Uni- 
ted States must look back upon the abortive efforts 
made by the Executive, for a period of more than 
half a century, to determine, what no. nation 
should suffer long to remain in dispute, the true 
line which divides its possessions from those. of 
other powers. The nature of the seltlements on 
the borders of the United States, and of the neigh- 
boring territory, was for a season such, that this 
perhaps was not indispensable to a faithful per- 
formance of the duties of the Federal Government. 
Time, has, however, changed this state of things; 
and has brought abont a condition of affairs, in 
which the true interests of both countries impera- 
lively require that this question should be put at 
rest. H isnot to be disguised, that with full con- 
fidence, often expressed, in the desire of the British 
Government to terminate it, we are apparently as 
far from its adjustment as we were at the time óf 
signing the treaty of peace in 1783. The sole 
result of long pending negotiations, and a per- 
plexing arbitration, appears to be a conviction, 
on its part, that a conventional line must be 
adopted, from the impossibility of ascertaining 
the true one according to the descripticn contained 
in that treaty. Without coinciding in this opinion, 
which is not thought to be well founded, my prede- 
cessor gave the strongest proof of the earnest desire 
of the United States to terminate satisfactorily this 
dispute, by proposing the substitution of a conven 
tional line, if the consent of the States interested in 
the question could be obtained. To this propesi- 
lion, no answer has as yet been received. The 
attention of the British Government has, however, 
been urgently invited to the subject, and its reply 
cannot, E am confident, be much longer delayed. 
The general relations between Great Britain and 
the United States are of the most friendly character, 
and I am well satisfied cf the sincere disposition.of 
that Government to maintain them upon their pre- 
sent footing. This disposition has also, I am per- 
suaded, become more general with the people. of 
England than at any previous period. It is scarce- 
ly necessary to say i0 you, how cordially. it is re- 
ciprocated by the Government and people of the 
United States. The conviction, which must be 
common to all, of the injurious consequences that 
result from keeping open this irritating question, 
and the certainty that ils final scttlement cannot be 
much- longer deferred, will, I trust, lead to an 
early and satisfactory adjustment. At your last 
session, I laid before you the recent communica- 
tions between the two Governments, and between 
this Government and that of the State of Maine, in 
whose solicitude, concerning asubject in which she 
has so deep an interest, every portion of the Union 
participates. 

_ The feelings produced by a temporary interrup- 
tion of those harmonious relations between France 
and the United States, which are due as well to the 
recollections of former times as to a correet appre- 
ciation of existing interests, have been happily suc- 
ceeded by a cordial disposition on both sides to cal: 


tivate an active friendship in their future intere 


course. The opinion, undoubtedly correct, and 
steadily entertained by us, that the commercial re- 


lations at present existing between the twocountries 
are susceptible of great and reciprocally beneficial 
imprevements,. is obviously gaining ground. in 
France; and E am:-assured of the. disposition of 
that. Government to -favor the accomplishment of 
such an object: This disposition shall be met iya 
proper spirit on our part. The few and compara- 
tively unimportant questions that remain to be. ad- 
justed: between-us,can; I haveno doubt, be-settled 
with entire satisfaction, and without difficalty. 


Between. Russia’ and the United: States, senti- j 


ments:of:good: will continue to be mutually. cherish- 
ed... Our Minister recently accredited to that Court, 
has-been received with a. frankness and cordiality, 
and with evidences of respect-for his country, which 


leave:us no room. to. doubt the preservation in fu- | 
ture of those amicable and liberal relations which | 


have so long and so uninterruptedly existed be- 
tween. the two countries. On the few subjects un- 
der. discussion between -us an early and just deci- 
sion isconfidently anticipated. 

A correspondence has-been opened with the Go- 
vernment.of Austria, for the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations, in conformity with the wishes of 
Congress; as indicated by an appropriation. act of 
the session of 1837, and- arrangements made for the 
purpose, which will be.duly carried. into, effect. 

With Anstria and. Prusia, and-with . the States of 
the German empire, nuw composing with the latter 
the Commercial League, our political relations are 
of the most friendly character, whilst our co:nmer- 
cial: intercourse is gradually. extending, with be- 
nefit to.all who are engaged in it. 


‘Civil war yet rages in Spain, producing intense į 


suffering to its own people, and ‘to other nations 
inconvenience and regret. 


time by the condition of its Treasury, the inevita- 
ble consequence of long-continned and exhausting 
internal wars. 


‘Queen of Spain has siot been paid; and similar 
failures may be expected to happen, until a portion 
‘of the resources of her kingdom canbe devoted to 
the extinguishment of its foreign debt. 

, Having received. satisfactory evidence that dis- 
criminating tonnage duties were charged npon the 
vessels’ of thé United States in the ports of Portu- 
‘gal, a proclamation was issuéd-on the thh day of 


October last, in. compliance with the act of May : 


25, 1832, declaring that fact; and” the ‘duties on 
forreign tonnage which were levied upon | Portu- 
‘gtiese vessels in the United States, previously to 
the passage of that act, are accordingly revived. 
The. act of July.4, 1936, suspending the dis:rimi- 
naling duties upon the produce of Portugal imported 
into. this country. in Portuguese vessels, was. passed 


upon the application. of that Government, through: 


its representative here, under the belief thatno simi- 
lar discrimination existed in Portugal to the preju- 
dice of the United States, [regret to stare that 
such duties are now. exacted: in that country upon 
the cargoes of American vessels; and as the act re- 
ferred.to. vests no discretion in. the’ Executive, it js 
for Congress to determine upon the expediency of 
- further legislation on the subject. Against these 
discriminations, affecting the vessels of this country 
and their. cargoes, seatonable remonstrance was 
made, and. notice was given to the Pormguese 
Government that unless they should be discon- 
tinued, the adoption of connlervaiiing measures on 
the part of the United States would become neces- 
sary; but the reply of that Goverameal, received at 
the Department -of State through our Charge 
d'Affaires. at Lisbon, in the month of September 
last, afforded no ground to hope for the abandon- 
ment of a system. so litle in harmony with the 
treatment shown to. the vessels of Portugal and 


their cargoes in the ports of this country, andso !} 


contrary to the expectations we had a right to en- 

tertain. 

| With Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Naples, and 

Belgium, a friendly intercourse has been uninter- 

rnpiedly maintained. : f 

With the Government of the Ottoman Porte and 
its dependencies on the coast of the Mediterranean, 
‚peace and good will are carefully cultivated, and 

; se been fostered by such good offices asthe re- 


The last instalment of the interest | 
of the debt due under the convention with the | 


itce Our citizens who have j 
claims upon that country will: be prejudiced fora | 
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lative distance and the condition of those countries 
would perfiit. 

Oar commerce with Greece is carried on under 
the laws of the two Governments, reciprocaily bene- 


- ficial to the navigating interests of both; and I 


have reason to. look. forward to the adoption of 
other. measures which will be more extensively 


. and permanently advantageous. 


Copies of the treaties concluded with the Govern- 
ments of Siam and Muscat are transmitted for the 
information of Congress, the ratifications having 
been received, and the treaties made public, since 
the close of the last annual session. Already have 
we reason to congratulate ourselves on the prospect 
of considerable commercial benefit; and we have, 
besides, received from the Sultan of Muscat prompt 
evidence of his desire to cultivate the most friendly 
feelings, by liberal acts toward one of our vessels, 


bestowed in a manner so striking as to require on 


our part a grateful acknowledgment. 

Our commerce with the Islands of Cuba and 
Porto Rico still labors under heavy restrictions, the 
continuance of which is a subject of regret. . The 
only etfect of an adherence to them will be to be- 
nefit the navigation of other countries, at the ex- 
pense both of the United States and Spain. 

The independent nations of this continent have, 
ever since they emerged from the colonial state, ex- 
perienced severe trials in their progress to the per- 
manent establishment of liberal. political institu- 
tions. Their unsettled condition not only inter- 
rupts their own advances to prosperity, but has 
often seriously injured the other powers of the 
world. The claims of our citizens upon Pern, 
Chili, Brazil, the Argentine Republic, the Govern- 
men's formed out of the Republics of Colombia, 
and Mexico, are still pending, although many of 
them have been presented for examination more 
than twenty years. New Granada, Venezuela, and 
Ecuador, have recently formed aconvention for the 
purpose of ascertaining and adjusting claims upon 
the Republic of Colombia, from which it is ear- 
nestly hoped our citizens will, ere long, receive full 
compensation for the injuries originally inflicted 
upon them, and for the delay in affording it. 

An advantageous treaty of commerce has been 
concluded by the United States with the Peru-Boli- 
vian Confederation, which wants only the ratifica- 
tion of that Government. The progress of a sub- 
sequent ‘negotiation for the settlement. of claims 
upon Peru, has been unfavorably affected by the 
war. between that power and Chili, and the Ar- 
gentine Republic; and the same event is also likely 
to produce delays in the settlement of our demands 
on those powers. . 

The aggravating circumstances connected with 
our claims upon Mexico, and a variety of events 
touching the honor and integrity of our Govern- 
ment, led my predecessor to make, at the second 
session of the last Congress, a special recommenda- 
tion of the course to be pursned to obtain a speedy 
and fina) satisfaction of the injuries complained of 
by this Government and by our citizens. Fle re- 
commended a final demand of redress, with a con- 
lingent authority to the Executive to make repri- 
salis, if that demand should be made in vain. From 
the proceedings of Congress on that recommenda- 
tion, it appeared that the opinion of both branches 
of the Legislature coincided with that of. the Exe: 
cutive, thatany made of redress known to the law of 
nations might justifiably be used.. It was obvious, 
too; that Congiess believed, with the President, 
that another demand should be made, in order to 
give undeniable and satisfactory proof of our de- 
sire to avoid extremities with a neighboring power; 
but that there was an indisposition to vest a discere- 
tionary authority in the Executive to take redress, 
should it unfortinately be either denied or unrea- 
s nably delayed by the Mexican Governmeat. So 
soon as the necessary documents were prepared, 
after entering upon the duties of my office, a special 
messenger was sent to Mexico, to make a final de- 
mand of redress, with the documents required by 
the provisions of uur treaty, The demand was 
made on the 20th of July last. The reply, which 
bears date the 29th of the same mouth, contains 
assurances of a-desire, on the part-of that Govern- 
ment, to give a promptand explicit answer.respect-_ 
ing each of the complaints, but that the examina- 


tion of them would necessarily be deliberate; that 
in this examination, it would be guided. by the 
principles of public law and the obligation of treas 
ties ; that nothing should be left undone that might 
lead to the most speedy and equitable adjustment 
of our demands ; and that its determination, in re- 
spect to each case, should be communicated thréugh 
the Mexican Minister here. Pe 

Since that time, an Envoy. Extraordinary’ and 
Minister Plenipotentiary hasbeen accredited to 
this Government by that of the Mexican Republic. 
He brought with him assurances of a sincere desire 
that the pending differences between the two Go- 
vernments should be terminated in a. manner satis- 
factory to both. He was received with reciprocal 
assurances; and a hope was entertained that his 
mission would lead to a speedy, satisfactory, and 
final adjustment of all existing subjects of com- 
plain. A sincere believer in the wisdom of the 
pacific policy by which the United States have al- 
ways been governed in their intercourse with fo- 
reign nations, it was my particular desire, from the 
proximity of the Mexican Republic, and well 
known occurrences on our frontier, to, be instru- 
mental in obviating all existing difficulties with 
that Government, and in restoring to the. inter- 
course between the two Republics, that liberal and 
friendly character by which they should always be 
distinguished. I regret, therefore, the more deeply 
to have found jn the recent communications of that 
Government so littlereason to hope that any future 


` eforts of mine for the accomplishment of those dè- 


sirable objects would be successful. + 

Although the larger number, and many of them 
aggravated cases of personal. wrongs have been 
now for years before the Mexican Government, and 
some of the causes of national complaint, and those 
of the most offensive character, admitted of imme- 
diate, simple, and satisfactory replies, it is only 
within a few days past that any specific communi- 
cation in answer to cur last demand, made five 
months ago, has been received from the Mexicam 
Minister. By the report of the Secretary of State, 
herewith presented, and the accompanying docu» 
ments, it will be seen, that for not one of our pub- 
lic complaints has satisfaction been given or offered; 
that but oneof the cases of personal wrong has 
been favorably considered ; and that but four 
cases of both descriptions, out of all those formal- 
ly presented, and earnestly pressed, have as yet 
been decided upon, by the Mexican Government. 

Not perceiving in what manner any of the pow- 
ers given to the Executive alone eould be farther 
usefully employed in bringing this unfortunate con- 
troversy to a satisfactory termination, the subject 
was by my predecessor referred to Congress, as one 
calling for its interposition. In accordance with 
the clearly understood wishes of. the Legislature, 
another and formal demand for satisfaction has 
been made upon the Mexican Government, with 
what success the documents now communicated 
will show. Ona careful and deliberate examina- 
tion of their contenis, and considering the spirit 
manifested by the Mexican Government, it lhas be~- 
come my painful- duty to return the subject, as it 
now stands, to Congress, to..whom it belongs, to 
decide upon the timg, the mode, and the measure 
of redress... Whatever may be your decision, it 
shall be faithfully executed, confident that it will 
be characterized by that. moderation and justice 
which will, I trust, under all circumstances, govern 
the councils of our country. 

The balance in the Treasury on the first day of 
January, 1837, was forty-five millions nine hun- 
dred and sixty-eight thousand five hundred and 
twenty-three dollars. The receipts during the pre- 
sent year from all sources, including he amount of 
Treasury notes issued, are estimated at twenty- 
three miilions four hundred and ninety-nine thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty-one dollars, consti- 
tuting an aggregate of sixty-nine millions four hun- 
dred and sixty-eight thousand -five hundred and 
four dollars. Of this amount, about thirtvefive 
millions, two hundred “and eighty-one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-one dollars will have been 
expended. at the end of the year. on appropriations 
made by Congress; and the residue, amounting to 
thirty-four millions one. hundred. and eighty-seven 
‘thousand cne huadred and forty-three dellars, will 
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be the nominal balance-in.the Treasury on the first 
of January next. Butofthatsum, only one million 
eighty-five thousand four hundred and ninety-eight 
dollars is considered as immediately available for, 
and applicable to, public purposes. Those- por- 
tions of it which will be for some time unavailable, 
consist chiefly of sums deposited with the States, 
and due from the former deposite banks. The de- 
tails upon this subject will be found in the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
amount of Treasury notes, which it will be neces- 
sary to issue during the year on account of those 
funds being unavailable, will, it is supposed, not 
exceed four and a half millions. It seemed proper, 
in the condition of the country, to have the esti- 
mates on all subjects made as low as practicable, 
without prejudice to any great public measures. 
The Departments were, therefore, desired to pre- 
pare their estimates accordingly; and I am happy 
to find that they have been able to graduate them 
on so economical a scale. In the great and often 
unexpected fluctuations to which the revenue is 
subjected, it is not possible to compute the receipts 
beforehand with great certainty; but should they 
not differ essentially from present anticipations, and 
should the appropriations not much exceed the esti- 
mates, no difficulty seems likely to happen in de- 
fraying the current expenses with promptitude and 
fidelity. 

Notwithstanding the great embarrassments which 
have recently occurred in commercial affairs, and 
the liberal indulgence which, in consequence of 
those embarrassments, has been extended to both 
the merchants and the banks, it is gratifying to be 
able to anticipate that the Treasury notes, which 
have been issued during thie present year, will be 
redeemed, and that the resources of the Treasury, 
without any resort to loans or increased taxes, will 
prove amp!e for defraying all charges imposed on 
it during 1838. 

The Report of the Secretary of the Treasury will 
afford you a more minute exposition of all mat- 
ters connected with the administration of the 
finances during the current year; a period which, 
for the amount of public moneys disbursed and de- 
posited with the States as well as the financial dif- 
ficulties encountered and overcome, has few psral- 
lels in our history. < 

Your attention was, at the last session, invited to 
the necessity of additional legislative provisions in 
respect to the collection, safe-keeping, and transier 
of the public money.. No law having been then 
matured, and not understanding the proceedings of 
Congress as intended to be final, it becomes my 
duty again to bring the subject to your notice. 

On that oecasion, three modes of performing this 
branch of the public service were presented for 
consideration. These were: the creation of a na- 
tional bank; the revival, with modifications, of the 
deposite system established. by the act of the 23d of 
June, 1836, permitting the use of the public moneys 
by the banks; and the discontinuance of the use of 
such institutions for the purposes referred to, with 
suitable provisions for their accomplishment 
through the agency of public officers. Considering 
the opinions of both Houses of Congress on the 
two first propositions as expressed in the negative, 
in which I entirely conenr, it is unnecessary for me 
again to recur to them. In respect to the jast, you 
have had an opportunity since your adjournment, 
not only to test still further the expediency of the 
measure, by the continued practical operation of 
such parts of t as are now in force, but also to dis- 
cover--what should ever be sought for and re- 
garded with the utmost deference—the opinions and 
wishes of the people. The national will is the su- 
preme law of the Republic, and, on all subjects 
within the limits ef his constitutional powers, 
should be faithfully obeyed by the public servant. 
Since the measure in question was submitted to 
your consideration, most of you have enjoyed the 
advantage of personal communication with your 
constituents. For one State only has an election 
been held for the Federal Government; but the 
early dav at whieh it took place, deprives the mea- 
sure under consideration of much of the support 
it might otherwise have derived from the result. 
Local aaetions for Biate officers have, however, 
teenheld in several of the States, at which the ex- 


pediency of the plan proposed by the Executive has 
been more or less discussed. You will, lam con- 
fident, ‘yield ‘to their results the respect due to every 
expression of the public voice. Desiring, however, 
to arrive at truth and a just view of the subject ia 
all its bearings, you. will at the same time remem- 
ber, that questions of far deeper and more immedi- 
ate local interest, than the fiscal plans of the Na- 
tional Treasury, were involved in those elections. 
Above all, we cannot overlook the striking fact, 
that there were at the time in those States more 
than one hundred and sixty millions of bank capital, 
of which large portions were subject to actual for- 
feiture—other large portions upheld only by special 
and limited legislative indulgences—and most of it, 
ifnot all, to a greater or less extent, dependent for 
-a continuance of its corporate existence upon the 
will of the State Legislatures to be then chosen. 
Apprised of this circumstance, you will judge, 
whether it isnot most probable that the peculiar 
condition of that vast interest in these respects, the 
extent to which it has been spread through all the 
ramifications of society, its direct connection with 
the then pending elections, and the feelings it was 
calculated to infuse into the canvass, have exer- 
cised a far greater influence over the result, than 
any which could possibly have been produced by a 
conflict of opinion in respect to a question in the 
administration of the General Government, more 
remote and far less important in its bearings upon 
that interest. 

Thave found no reason to change my ownopinion 
as to the expediency of adopting the system proposed, 
being perfectly satisfied that there will be neither 
stability nor safety, either in the fiscal affairs of the 
Government, or in the pecuniary transactions of 
individuals and corporations, so long as a connec- 
tion exists between them, which, like the past, 
offers such strong inducements to make them the 
subjects of political agitation. Indeed, I am more 
than ever convinced of the dangers to which the 
free and unbiassed exercise of political opinion— 
the only sure foundation and safeguard of repub- 
lican government—would be exposed by any 
further increase of the already overgrown influ- 
ence of corporate authorities. I cannot, therefore, 
consistently with my views of duty, advise a re- 
newal of a connection which circumstances have 
dissolved. 

The discontinuance of the use of State banks for 
fiscal purposes ought not to be regarded as a mea- 
sure of hostility toward those institutions. Banks, 
properly established and conducted, are highly use- 
ful to the business of the country, and will doubt- 
less continue to exist in the States, so long as they 
conform to their laws, and are found to be safe and 
beneficial. Flow they should be created, what 
privileges they should enjoy, under what responsi- 
bilities they should act, and to what restrictions 
they should be subject, are questions which, as I 
observed on a previous occasion, belong to the 
States to decide. Upon their rights, or the exer- 
cise of them, the Gexeral Government can have no 
motive to encroach. Its duty toward them is well 
performed, when it refrains from legistating for their 
special benefit,because such legislation would violate 
thespiritof the Constitution, and be unjust to other 
interests; when it takes nostepsto impair their useful- 
ness, but so manages its own affairs as to make it the 
interest of those institutions to strengthen and im- 
prove their condition for the security and welfare of 
the community atlarge. They have no right to in- 
sist on a connection with the Federal Government, 
nor on the use of the public money for their own 
benefit. The object of the measure under conside- 
ration is, to avoid for the future a compulsory con- 
nection of this kind. It proposes to place the Ge- 
neral Government, in regard to the essentia] points 
or the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer of the 


public money, in a situation which shall relieve it. 


from all dependence on the will of irresponsible in- 
dividuais or corporations; to withdraw those moneys 
from the uses of private trade, and confide them to 
agents constitutionally selected and controlled by 
law; to abstain from improper interference with the 
industry of the people, and withhold inducements 
to improvident dealings on the part of individuals; 
to give stability to the concerns of the Treasury: to 
preserve the measures of the Government from the 


unavoidable reproaches that flow from such a cot. 
nection, and the banks themselves from the: inji- 
rious effects of a supposed participation in the pò- 
litical conflicis of tne day, from which. they will 
otherwise find it difficult to escape. — = 

These are my views upon this important sub- 
ject; formed after careful reflection, and with=no 
desire but to arrive at what is most likely to‘pro- 
mote the public interest. They are now, as they 
were before, submitted with unfeigned deference 
for the opinions of others. It was hardly to be 
hoped that changes so important, on a subject so 
interesting, could be made without producing: a 
serious diversity of opinion; but so long as those 
conflicting views are kept above the influence of 
individual or local interests; s> long as they pursue 
only the general good, and are discussed with mo- 
deration and candor, such diversity isa benefit, 
not an injury. If a majority of Congress see the 
pnblic welfare in a different light; and more espe- 
cially if they should be satisfied that the measure 
proposed would not be acceptable to the people; I 
shall look to their wisdom to substitute such as 
may be more conducive to the one, and more sa- 
tisfactory to the other. In any event, they may 
confidently rely on my hearty co-operation.to the 
fullest extent, which my views of the Constitution 
and my sense of duty will permit. 

It is obviously important to this branch of the 
public service, and to the business and quiet of the 
country, that the whole subject should in some way 
be settled and regulated by law; and, if possible, 
at your present session. Besides the plans above 
referred to, I am not aware that any one has been 
suggested, except that of keeping the public money 
in the State banks in special deposite. This 
plan is, to some extent, in accordance with the 
practice of the Government, and with the present 
arrangement of the Treasury Department; which, 
except, perhaps, during the operation of the Fate 
deposite act, has always been allowed, even during 
the existence of a National Bank, te make a tem- 
porary use of the State banks, in particular 
places, for the safe keeping of portions of the 
revenue. This discretionary power might be con- 
tinued, if Congress deem it desirable, whatever 
general system be adopted. So long as the con- 
nection is voluntary, we need perhaps anticipate few 
of those difficulties, and little of that dependence, 
on the banks, which must attend every such con- 
nection when compulsory in its nature, and when so 
arranged as to make the banks a fixed part of the 
machinery of Government. It is undoubtedly in 
the power of Congress so to regulate and guard it 
as to prevent the public money from being applied 
to the use, or intermingled with the affairs, of in- 
dividuals. Thus arranged, although it would not 
give to the Government that entire control over its 
own funds which I desire to secure to it by the 
plan T have proposed, it would, it must be admit- 
ted, in a great degree, accomplish one of the objects 
which has recommended that plan to my judgement 
—the separation of the fiscal concerns of the Go- 
vernment from those of individuals or corpora- 
tions. With these observations, I recommend the 
whole matter to your dispassionate refleztion ; cone 
fidently hoping that some conclusion may be 
reached by your deliberations, which, on the one 
hand, shall give safety and stability to the fiscal 
operations of the Government, and be consistent, 
on the other, with the genius of our institutions, 
and with the interests and wishes of the great mass 
of our constituents. ` 

Itwas my hope that nothing would occur to 
make necessary, on this occasion, any allusion 
to the late National Bank. There are circumstan- 
ces, however, connected with the preseni state of 
ts affairs, that bears» directly on the character of 
the Government and the welfare of the citizen, 
that I should not feel myself excused in neglecting 
to notice them. The charter which terminated its 
banking privileges on the fourth of March, 1836, 
continued its corperate powers two years more, for 
the sole purpese of closing its affairs, with autho- 
rity “to use the corporate name, style and capa- 
city, for the purpose of suits for a final seltlement 
and liquidation of the affairs and acts of the cor 
poration, and for the sale and disposition of their 
estate, real, personal and mixed, but for no 


| 
! 
| 


other: purpose ‘or “in any ‘other. manner. whateo-- 
ever.” Just before the banking privileges 
ceased, its effects were transferred by the bank 
tocan new State institution then recently incor- 
porated, in trust, forthe discharge of its debts and 
the setllement of its affairs. With this trastee, by 
authority of Congress, an adjustment “was subse- 
quently made of the large interest which the Go- 
ernment had in the stock. of the institution. © The 
manner in which a trust unexpectedly created upon 
the-act granting. the: chatter, and involving such 
great publ e interests, has been executed, would, 
under any cireumstances, bea fit subject of inquiry; 
but much more does it deserve your attention, 
when it embraces the redemption of obligations to 
which the authority and credit of the United States 
have given value. The two years allowed are now 
nearly at an end. Ttis well understood that the 
trustee has not: redeemed and cancelled the ont- 
standing notes of thë bank, but has reissued, and is 
actually reissuing, since the third of March, 1836, 
the notés which have been received by it to avast 
amount. According to its own official statement, 
so late as the first of October last, nineteen months 
after. the banking’ privilegés given by the char- 
ter had expired, it had under its control un- 
cancelled notes of the late Bank of the United 
States to the amount of twenty-seven millions five 
hundred arid sixty-one thonsand eight hondred 
and sixty-six dollars, of which six millions one 
hundred: and seventy-five thousand: eight hun- 
dred and. sixty-one dollars were in actual cir- 
cilation, one million four hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand six hundred and twenty-seven dol- 
lars'at State bank agencies, and three millions two 
thousand three hundred and ninety dollars in tran- 
situ; thus showing that upwards of ten millions 
anda half of the notes of the old bank. were then 
still kept outstanding. The wmpropriety of this pro- 
cedure is obvious: it being the duty of the trustee 
to cancel and not to put forth the notes of an istitu- 
tion, whose concerns it had undertaken to wind np. 
Ifthe trustee has a right to reissue these notes now, 
I can see no reason why it may not continue to do 
so after the expiration of the two years, As noone 
could have anticipsted a course so extraordinary, 
the prohibitory clause of the charter above quoted 
was not accompanied by any penalty or other spe- 
cial provision for’ enforcing it nor have we any ge- 
neral law for the prevention of similar acts in fu- 
ture. 

Butit is not in this view of the subject alone 
that. your interposition is required. The United 
i States, in settling with the trustee for their stock, 
‘have withdrawn their fands from their former 
direct liability to the creditors of the old bank, yet 
notes of the institution continue to be sent forth in 
its pame, and apparently upon the authority of the 
United States. The transactions connected with 
the employment of the bills of the old bank are of 
vast extent; and should they result unfortunately, 
the interests of individuals may be deeply compro- 
mised. . Without undertaking “to: decide: how far, 
or in what form; if any, the trustee could be made 
. Hable for notes which contain no obligation on its 

part; or the old bank, for such as are put in eir- 
culation after the expiration of its charter, and 
without! its authority; or the Government for in- 
demnity, in case of loss, the question still presses 
itself upon. yoat ‘consideration, whether it is con- 
sistent with duty and good faith‘on.the part ofthe 
© Government, to witness this proceeding without a 
` single effort to arrest it. 

» The report of the Commissioner of the General 

Land Office, which will be laid before you by the 

Secretary of the Treasury, will show. how the 

affairs.of that office have been conducted for the 

past year. The disposition of the public lands- is 
one of the most important trusts confided to Con- 
gress. The practicability of retaining the title 
and-control öf such extensive domains in the Gene- 
-Tal Government, and at the’ same time admittin 
. the Territories embracing therg into the Federal 
Union as coequals with the original States, was 
seriously doubted: by many.of our wisest states- 
men. All feared that they would become a source 
Of discord, and =many carried their apprehensions 
:30 far ag. to-seein them-the seeds of a future disso- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


rience has already beer suficient.to quiet, in. a 


great degree, ‘all such apprehensions. The posi- 
tion, at: one time assumed—that the admission 


| of new States into the Union on the same foot- 


ing with: the original States, was incompatibie 
witha right of “soil in the United States, and 
operated as a surrender thereof, notwithstanding 
the terms of the compacts by which their admission 
was designed to be regulated—has been wisely 
abandoned. Whether in the new or the old States, 


all now agree that the right of soil to the public’ 


lands remains in the Federal Government, and 
that these lands constitute a common property, to 
be disposed. of for the common benefit of all the 
States, old and new.  Acqniescence in this just 
principle by the people of the new States has na- 
turally promoted a disposition to adopt the most 
liberal policy in the <ale of the public lands. A 
policy which should be limited to the mere object 
ot selling the lands for the greatest possible sam 
of money, without regard to higher considerations, 
finds-but few advocates. On the contrary, it is gé- 
nerally conceded, that whilst the mode of disposi- 
tion adopted by the Government, should always be 
a prudent one, yet its leading object ought to be 
the early settlement and cultivation of the lands 
sold; and that it should disconntenance, if it cannot 
prevent, the accumulation of large tracts in the 
same hands, which must necessarily retard the 
growth of the new States, or entail upon them a 
dependent tenantry, and its attendant evils. 

A question embracing such important interests, 
and so welt calculated to enlist the feelings of the 
people in every quarter of the Union, has yery na- 
vrally given -rige te numerous plans for the im- 
provement of the existing system. The distinctive 
features of the policy that has hitherto prevailed, 
are, to dispose of the public Jands at moderate 
prices, thus enabling a greater number to enter into 
compelition-for their purchase, and accomplishing 
a double object of promoting their rapid settlement 
by the purchasers, and at the same time increasing 
the receipts of the Treasury; to sell for cash, 
thereby prevénting the distarbing influence of a 
large mass of private citizens indebted to the Go- 
vernment, which they have a voice in controlling ; 
to bring them into market no faster than good lands 
are supposed to be wanted for improvements, 
thereby preventing the accumulation of large tracts 
in few hands; and to apply the procceds of the 


sales to the general purposes of the Government; | 


thus diminishing the amount to be raised from the 
people of the States by taxation, and giving each State 
its portion of the benefits to be derived from this 
common fund in a manner the most quiet, and at 
the same time, perhaps, the mest equitable, that 
can be devised. ‘These provisions, with occasional 
enactments in behalf of special interests deemed 
entitled to the favor of the Government, have, in 
their execution, produced results as beneficial up- 
on the whole as could reasonably be expected in a 
matter so vast, so complicated, and so exciting. 
Upwards of seventy millions of acreshave been 
sold, the greater part of which is believed to, have 
been ‘purchased for actual settlement. The popu- 
lation of the new States and Territories ‘created 
out of the public domain, increased between 1800 
and 1830 from less than sixty thousand to upwards 
of two millions three hundred thousand souls, 
constituting, at the latter period, about one-fifth 
of the whole people of the United States. The in- 
crease since cannot be accurately known, but: the 
whole may now be safely estimated at over three 
and a half millions of souls; composing nine States, 


` the representatives of which constitute above one- 


third of the Senate, and over one-sixth of. the 
House of Representatives of the United States. 
Thus has been formed a body of free and inde- 
pendent landholders, with a rapidiy unequalled in 
the history of mankind; and this great result has 
been produced without leaving any thing for fu- 
ture adjustment, between the Government and its 
citizens. The system under which so much has 
been accomplished. cannot -be intrinsically bad, 
and with occasional modifications, to’ correct 
abuses and adapt it to changes of circumstances, 
may, 1.think, be safely. trusted for the tuture. 


“80 § f There is, in the management of ‘such extensive f| 
lution of the Confederacy. But happily our expe- interesto, mach virtue in. stability, and alihough - 


great and obvious improvemenis should not be de- 


: clined, changes should never be made without the 


fullest examination, and the clearest demonstra- 
tion of their. practical: utility. In the history of 
the past, we have‘an assurance that this safe rule 
of action will not be departed from in relation te 
the public lands; nor is it believed that any ne- 


- cessity exists for interfering with the fundamental 


principles of the system, or-that the public mind, 
even in the new States, is desirous of any radical 
alterations. Onthe contrary, the general disposi- 
tion appears to be, to make such modifications 
and additions only as will the more effectually » 
carry out the original policy of filling our new 
States and Territories with an industrious and in- 
dependent population. . : 
The modification most perseveringly pressed 
upon Congress, which has occupied so much of 
its time for years past, and will probably do so for 
a long time to come, if not sooner satisfactorily ad- 
justed, is a reduction in the cost of such portions of 
the public lands as are ascertained to be unsalea- 
ble at the rate now established by law, and a gra- 
duation, according to their relative value, of the 
prices at which they may hereafter be sold. It is 
worthy of consideration whether justice may not 
be done to every interest in this matter, and a vexed 
question set at rest, perhaps for ever, by a reason- 
able compromise of conflicting opinions. Hitherto, 
after being offered at public sale, lands have been 
disposed of at one uniform price, whatever differ- 
ence there might be in their intrinsic value. The 
leading considerations urged in favor of the msa- 
sure referred to are, that in almost all the land dis- 
tricts, and particularly in those in which the lands 
have been long surveyed and exposed to sale, 
there are still remaining numerous and large tracts 
of every gradation of value, from the Government 
price downwards ; that these lands will net be par- 
chased at the Government price, so long as better 
can be conveniently obtained for the same amount; 
that there are large tracts which even the improve- 
ments of the adjacent lands will never raise to that 
price; and that the present uniform price, cem- 
bined with their irregular value, operates to prevent 
a desirable compactness of settlement in the new: 
States, and to retard the full development of that 
wise policy on which our land system is founded, 
to the injury not only of the several States where 
the lands lie, but ef the United States as a whole.. 
The remedy proposed has been ‘a reduction of 
prices according to the length of time the kings have’ 
been in market, without reference to any other eir- 
cumstances. The certainty that the efflux of time 
would not always in such cases, and perhaps ‘uot 
even generally, furnish a trae.criterion of value; 
and the probability that persons residing in the 
vicinity, as the period for the reduction of prices 
approached, would postpone purchases they would 
other‘vise make, for the purpose of availing them- 
selves of the lower price, with other considerations 
ofa similar character, have hitherto been success- 
fully urged to defeat the graduation upon time. 
. May not alt reasonable desires ypon this subject 
be satistied without encountering any ofthese ob- 
Jections? Al] will concede the abstract principle, 
that the price of the public lands should be propor- 
tioned to their relative value, so far as that can be 
accomplished without departing from the rule here- 


` tofore observed, requiring fixed prices in cases of 


private entries. The difficulty of the subject seems 
to Jie in the mode of ascertaining wht that value 
is. Would not the safest plan be that which has 
been adopted by many of the States as the basis 
of taxation—san actual valuation of lands; and 
classification of them into different rates? “Would 
it not be practicable and expedient to cause the re- 
lative value of the public lands in the old ‘districis, 
which have been. for a certain length of time in 
market, to be appraised, and. classed into two or 
more rates below the present minimum price, by 
the officers now employed in.this branch of the pub : 
He service, or in. any other mode: deemed preferable, 
and to make those prices permanent, if upon. the 
coming in of the report they shall prove satisfactory 
to Congress? Cannot all the objects. of graduation 
be accomplished. in’ this way, and the objections 
which hate hitherto been urged against it avoided? 
It. would sem to me thatsuch astep, witha re 


striction of the sales-to limited quantities; and. for 
actual improvement, .would.be.free from all just 
exception. Sit itis Bet . 

By the fall expösition.of the value of the lands 
thus furnished and extensively promulgated, per- 
sons living. at a distance would be informed of their 
true condition, and. enabled to enter into competi- 
tion with those residing.in. the vicinity; the means 
of acquiring an independent home would be brought 
within the reach of many who are -unable to purt- 
chase ai present prices; the population of the new 
States would be made more compact, and large 
tracts would be sold which would ctherwise remain 
on hand; not oniy would the land be brought within 
the means of a larger number of purchasers, but 
many persons possessed of greater means would be 
content to settle on a larger quantity of the poorer 
lands, rather than emigrate further. west in pursuit 
of a smaller quantity of better lands. Such a 
measure would also seem to be more consistent 
with the policy of the existing laws—that of con- 
verting the public domain into cultivated farms 
owned by their occupants. That.policy is not best 
promoted by sending emigration up the almost in- 
terminable streams. of the West, to occupy in 
groups the best spots of Jand, leaving immense 
wastes behind them, and enlarging the frontier 
beyond the means of the Government to afford it 
adequate protection; but in encouraging it to occu- 
py,.with reasonable denseness, the territory over 
which it advances, and find its best defence in the 
compact front which it presents to the Indian tribes. 
Many of you will bring to the consideration of the 
subject theadvantages of local knowledge and great- 
er experience, and all will be desirous of making 
an early and final disposition of every disturbing 
question in regard to this important interest. If 
these suggestions shall in any degree contribute to 
to the accomplishment of soimportant a result, it 
will afford me sincere satisfaction. 

In some sections of the country, most of the 
public lands have. been sold, and the registers and 
receivers have very little to do. It isa subject 
worthy of inquiry whether, in many cases, two or 
moje districts may not be consolidated, and the 
number of persons employed in this business con- 
siderably’reduced. Indeed, the time will come when 
it will be the true policy of the General Govern- 
ment, as to some of the States, to transfer to them, 
for a reasonable equivalent, all the refuse and un- 
sold lands, and to withdraw the machinery of the 
federal land offices altogether. AN who take a 
comprehensive view of our federal system, and 
believe that one of its greatest excellencies consists 
in interfering as little as possible with the internal 
concerns of the States, look forward with great 
interest to this result. 

A modification of the existing laws in respect to 
the prices of the publie lands, might also bave a 
favorable influence on the legislation of Congress 
in relation to another branch of the subject. Miz 
who have not the ability to buy at present p 
settle on those lands, with the hope of acqu 
from their cultivation the means of puict 
under pre-emption laws, from time to time y 
by Congress. For this encroachment on the rig! 
of the United States, they excuse themselves under 
the plea of their own necessities ; the fact that they 
dispossess nobody, and only enter upon the waste 
domain; that they give additional valac to the pub- 
lic lands in their vicinity, and their intention ulti- 
mately te pay the Goverment price. So much 
weight has from time to time been attached to these 
considerations, that Congress have passed laws 
giving actual settlers on the pnblic lands a right of 
pre-emption to the tracts occupied by them at the 
minimum price. These laws have in all instances 
been retrospective in their operation; bat in a few 
years after their passage, crowds of new settlers 
have been found on the public lands, for similar 
reasons, an under like expectations, who have 
been indulged with the 
course of legislation t 
spect for the laws of the country. 
laws to prevent intrusion upon the public lands 
should be executed, or, if t showd. be im- 
practicable or inexpedient, they should be modified 
or repealél. If the.public lands are to be. consi- 
dered as open to be occupied by any,.they. should, 


by law;cbe:thrown open toatl: ; 
tended, in all. instances, to. be legalized, should at 
once be made legal, that those who are disposed to 
conform to the laws may enjoy at least equal pri- 
vileges with those. who are not. But it is net be- 
lieved tọ be the disposition of Congress to open the 
public lands to occupancy without regular entries 
ard payment of the Government price, as such a 
course must tend to worse evils than the credit sys- 
tem, which it was found necessary to abolish. It 
would seem, therefore, to be the part of wisdom 
and sound policy to remove, as far as practicable, 
the causes which produce intrusions upon the pub- 
lic lands, and then take efficient steps to prevent 
them in future. Would any single measure be so 
effective in removing all plausible grounds for those 
intrusions as the graduation of price already 
suggested? A short period of industry and 
economy in any part of our country would 
enable the poorest citizen to accumulate the 
means to buy hima hcme at the lower prices, 
and leave him without apology for settling 
on jands not his own. If he did not, under such 
circumstances, he would enlist no sympathy in his 
favor; and the laws would be readily executed, 
without doing violence to public opinion. 

A large portion of our citizens have seated them 
selves on the public lands, without authority, since 
the passage of the last pre-emption law, and now 
ask the enactment of another to enable them to 
retain the lands occupied, upon payment of the 
minimum Government price. They ask that which 
has been repeatedly granted before. . If the future 
may be judged of by the past, little harm can be 
done to the interests of the Treasury by yielding 
to their reqnest. Upon a critical examination, it 
is found that the lands sold at the publie sales 
since the introduction of cash payments in 1820, 
have produced, on an average, the nett revenue of 
only six cents an acre more than the minimum 
Government price. There is no reason to suppose 
that future sales wil be more productive. The 
Government, therefore, has no adequate pecuniary 
interest to induce it to drive these people from the 
lands they occupy, for the purpose of selling them 
to others. 

Entertaining these views, I recommend the pas- 
sage of a pre-emption law for their benefit, in 
connection with the preparatory steps toward the 
graduation of the price of the public lands, and 
farther and more effectual provisions to prevent 
intrusions hereafter. Indulgence to those who 
have settled on these lands with expectations that 
past legislation would be made a rule for the 
futare, and at the same time removing the most 
plausible ground on which intrusions are excused, 
and adopting more efficient means to prevent them 
hereafter, appear to me the most judicious dispo- 


sition which can be made of this difficult subject. 
The limitations and restrictions to guard against 


abuses in the execution of a pre-emption law, 
arily attract the careful atiention of 


bnt under no circumstances is it consi- 


will 


shape. ‘They Lave heen heretofore, and doubtless 
would be hereafter, most prolific sources af frand 
and oppression, and instead of operating to confer 
ine favor of the Government on. industrious set- 
ten used only to minister to a spirit of 
expense cf the most meritorious of 


mypanying report of the Secretary of 


War will bring to your view Ciestate of the Army, 
and all the various subjects confided to the super- 
intendence of that officer. 

Phe principal part of the Army has been con- 
centrated in Florida, with a view, and in the ex- 
pectanion, of bringing the war in that Territory to 


edy close. The necessity of stripping the 
on the maritime and inland frontiers of their 
: gariisons, for the purpose of assembling in 
the field as army of less than four thousand men, 
would seem to Indicate the necessity of increasing 
our regniar forces; and the superior efficiency, as 
weil as greatly dimmished expense of that descrip- 
tion of troops, recommend this measure as one of 
economy as weli as of expediency. I refer to the 
report for the reasons which have induced the Se- 


-eretary of. War to urge the reorganization and 


-That which isin- -| 


‘sissippi. 
i 


enlargement: of the staff of the Army, and of the. 


crdnance corps, in which I fully concur. sie 

It is not, however, compatible with the interest. 
of the people to maintain, in time of peace, a regù+. 
ar force adequate to the defence of our extensive frons 
tiers. _In periods af danger and alarm, we must rely, 
principally upon a well-organized militia; and some 
general arrangement that will render this deserip- 
tion of force more efficient, has long been a subject. 
of anxious Solicitude. It was recommended to’ the 
first Congress by General Washington, and hag, 
been since frequently brought to your notice, and 
recently its importance strongly urged by my im+ 
mediate predecessor. The provision in the Consti 
tution that renders it necessary to adopt an uniform, 
system of organization for the militia throughout 
the United States, presents an insurmountable ob- 
stacle to an efficient arrangement by the classifica- 
tion heretofore proposed, and I invite your attention 
to the plan which will be submitted by the Secre- 
tary of War, for the organization of volunteer 
corps, and the instruction of militia officers, as more. 
simple and practicable, if not equally advantageous, 
as a general arrangement of the whole militia of 
the United States. i 

A moderate increase of the corps, both of. mili» 
tary and topographical engineers, has been more: 
than once recommended.by my predecessor; and 
my conviction of the propriety, not to say necessity;. 
of the measure, in order to enable them to perform 
the various and important duties imposed upon 
them, induces me to repeat the recommendation, 

The Military Academy continues to answer all 
the purposes of its establishment, and not only. fur- 
nishes well-educated officers to the Army, but 
serves to diffuse throughout the mass of our citizens 
individuals possessed of military knowledge, and 
the scientific attainments of civil and military engi- 
neering. At present, the cadet is bound, with cone 
sent of his parents or. guardians, to remain in ser- 
vice five years from the period of his enlistment, 
unless sooner discharged; thus exacting only one 
year’s service inthe Army after his education is 
completed. This does not appear to me safficient. 
Government ought to command for a longer period 
the services of those who are educated at the pub- 
lic expense; and I recommend that the time of en- 
listment be extended to seven years, and the terms 
of the engagement strictly enforced. 

The creation of a national foundry for cannon, 
to be common to the service of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, has been heretofore 
recommended, and appears to be required in order 
to place our ordnance cn an equal footing with 
that of other countries, and to enable that brane: 
of the service to control the prices of those arti- 
cles, and graduate the supplies to the wants of 
the Government, as well as to regulate their quality. 
and ensure their uniformity. The same reasons 
jaduce me to recommend the erection of a mañu- 
factory of gunpowder, to be under the direction of 
the Ordnance office. Tho establishment of a ma- 
nufactory of small arms west of the Alleghany 
mountains, epon the plan proposed by the Seere- 
tary of War, will contribute to extend throughuot 
that country the improvements which exist in esta 
bishments of a similar description in the Atlantic 
States, and tend to a much more economical dis- 
tribution of the armament required in the western 
portion of our Union, 

system of removing the Indians west of the 
Mis ppi, commenced by Mr. Jefferson in 1804, 
has been steadily persevered in by every succeed: 
ing President, and may be considercd ‘the settled 
policy of the country. Unconnected at first with 
any weil defined system fer their improvement, the 
inducemenis held out to the Indians were confined 
to the greater abundance of game to be found in 
the West; but when the beneficial effects of their 
removal were made apparent, a more philan- 
thropic and enlightencd policy was adopted, 
in purchasing their lands cast of the Mis- 
S3 ; Liberal prices were given, and pro- 
visions inser in all the treaties with them, 
for the application “of the funds they received in 
exchange, to such purposes as were best caleulated 
to promote their present welfare, and advance their 
future civilization. These measures have been ate 
tended thus far with the happiest results, 


to carry inte effect.all authorized measures for the 
extension.and employment of our naval force. The 
launching and preparation of the. ship of the line | 
Pennsylvania, and the complete repairs of the | 
ships of the line Ohio, Delaware, and Columbus, 
may. be noticed, as forming a respectable addition 
to this important arm of our national defence. Our 
commerce and navigation have received increased 
aid and protection during the present year. Our 
squadrons in the Pacific and on the Brazilian sta- 
tion have been much increased, and that in the 
Mediterranean, although small, is adequate to the 
present wants of our commerce in that sea. Addi- 
tions have been made to our squadron on the West 
India station, where the large ferce under Com- 
modore Dallas has been most actively and effi- 
ciently. employed in protecting our commerce, in 
preventing the importation of slaves, and in co- 
operating with officers of the Army in carrying on 
the war in Florida. f 

The satisfactory condition of our naval force 
abroad leaves at our disposal the means of conve- 
niently providing for a home squadron, for the pro- 
tection of commerce upon our extensive coast. 
The amount of appropriations required for sach a 
squadron will be found in the general estimates for 
the naval service for the year 1838. 

The naval officers engaged upon our coast sur- 
vey have rendered important service to our naviga- 
tion. The discovery of a new channel into the 
harbor of New York, through which our largest 
ships may pass without danger, must afford impor- 
tant commercial. advantages to that harbor, and 
add greatly to its value as a naval station. The 
accurate survey of George’s shoals off the coast of 
Massachusetts, lately completed, will render com- 
paratively safe a navigation hitherto considered 
dangerous. 

Considerable additions have been made to the 
number of eaptains, commanders, Jieutenants, sur- 
geons, and assistant surgeons, in the Navy. These 
additions were rendered necessary, by the increased 
number of vessels put in commission, to answer 
the exigencies of ourgrowing commerce. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the va- 
rions suggestions of the Secretary, for the improve- 
ment of the naval service. 

The report of the Postmaster General, exhibits 

“the progress and condition of the mail service. The 
operations of the Post Oflice Department constitute 
one of the most active elements of ovr national 
prosperity, and it is gratifying to observe with what 
vigor they are conducted. The mail routes of the 
United States cover an exteat of about one hun- 
dred and ‘forty-two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-seven miles, having been increased about 
thirty-seven thousand one hundred and three miles 
within the last twe years. ‘The annual mail trans- 
portation on these routes is about thirty-six mil- 
lions two hundred and twenty-eight thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-two miles, having been increased 
about ten millions three hundred and fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred and seventy-six miles within 
the same period. The number of post offices has 
also been increased from ten thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy to twelve thousand and ninety- 
nine, very few of which reeeive the mails less than 
once a week, and à jarge portion of them daily. 
Contractors and postmasters in general are repre- 
sented as attending to their duties with most com- 
mendable zeal and fidelity. 

The revenue of the Depar'a ent, within the year 
ending on the thirtieth June Jait, was four millions 
one hundred and thisty-seven thousand and fifty- 
six dollars and fifty-nine cents; and its liabilities 
accruing within the same time were three millions 
three hundred and eighty thousand eight hundred 
and forty-seven dollars and seventy-five cents. 
The increase of revenue over that of the preceding 
year was seven hundred and eight thousand one 
hundred-and sixty-six dollars and forty-one cents. 

For many interesting details I refer you to the 
report of the Postmaster General, with the aceom- 
panying paper. Your particular attention is in- 
vited to the necessity of providing a more safe and 
convenient building for the accommodation of*that 
Department. 5 

I Jay befcre Congress copies of reports submit 
ted ig pursuance of a call made by me upon the | 


heads. of Departments, for: such suggestions. as 
their experience might enable them to make as to 
what further legislative provisions may be advan- 
tageously adopted to secure the faithful applica- 
tion of public. moneys to the objects. fòr. which 
they. are appropriated; to prevent their misappli- 
cation or embezzlement by those entrusted with the 
expenditure of them; and generally to increase the 
security of the Government against losses in their 
disbursement. It, is needless to. dilate on the. im- 
portance of providing such new safeguards as are 
within the power of legislation. to promote these 
ends; and I have little to add to -the recommenda- 
tions submitted in the accompanying papers. 

By law, the terms of service. of aur most im- 
portant collecting and disbursing officers in the 
civil departments are limited to four years, and 
when reappointed, their bonds are required to be 
renewed. 

The safety of the publie is much increased by 
this feature of the law, and there can be no doubt 
that its application to all officers entrusted with the 
collection or disbursement of the public money, 
whatever may be the tenure of their offices, would 
be equally beneficial. I therefore recommend, in 
addition to such of the snggestions presented by the 
heads of Departments as you may think useful, a 
general provision, that all officers of the Army or 
Navy, or in the Civil Department, entrusted with 
the receipt or payment of public money, and whose 
term of service is either unlimited or for a longer 
time than four years, be required to give bonds, 
with good and sufficient sureties, at the expiration 
ofevery such. period. 

A change in the period of terminating the fiscal 
year, from the first of October to the first of April, 
has been frequently recommended, and appears. to 
be desirable. isi ah ese í 

The distressing casualties in steumboa's, which 
have so frequently happened during the year, seem 
to evince the necessity of attempting to prevent 
them, by means-of severe provisions connected 
| with their custom-house papers, This subject was 

submitted to the attention of Congress by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in his last annual report, 
and will be again at the present session, with ad- 
ditional details. It will doubtless receive that early 
and careful consideration which its pressing im- 
portance appears to require. 

Your attention has heretofore been frequently 
called to the affairs of the District of Columbia, 
and | should not again ask it, did not their entre 
dependence on Congress give thema. constant 
claim upon its notice. Separated by the Consti- 
tntien from the rest of the Union, limited in ex- 
tent, and aided by no Legislature of its own, it 
would seem to be a spot where a wise and uniform 
system of local government might have been easily 
adopted. This District, however, untoriunately, has 
been left to linger behind the rest of the Union; 
its codes, civiland criminal, are not only very defec- 
tive, but full of obsolete or inconvenient provisions; 
being formed of portions of two States, discrepan- 
gies in the laws prevail in different parts of the ter- 
ritory, small as it ix; and although it was selected 
as the seat of the General Government, the site of 
its public edifices, the depository of its archives, 
and the residence of officers entrusted with large 
amounts of public property, and the management 
of public business, yet it has never been subjected 
to, or received, that special and comprehensive lé- 
gislatien which these circumstances peculiarly de- 
mand. I am well aware of the various subjects of 
greater magnitude and immediate interest that 
press themselves on the consideration of Congress; 
but I believe there is not one that appeals more di 
rectly to its justice than a liberal, and even gene 
rous, attention to the interests of the District ‘of 
Columbia, and a thorough and caréful revision of 


its local government. ; 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasntneton, Desember: Sth, 1837. : 
Mr. WRIGHT moved for the printing of five 
thousand copies of the Message, and. filteen huna 
dred copies of the accompanying documents; 
| which motion was agreed to. 


willcbe seens- by referring-to--the “report of the 
manissioner of Indian Affairs, that the most san- 
“guine expectations of the friends and promoters of | 
his. systent have been: realized... The Choctaws, | 
herokees,‘and:otler tribes (hat first. emigrated:be- 
ond. the Missisippi; have, for the most part, aban- 
oned the hunter state; and- become cultivators: of 
he. soil ~The improvementin their condition has 
een. rapidsand:it-is. believed . that: they-are now 


rge this subject upon the attention. of Congress. -Ţ 
-Stipulations have- been made- with all. the Indian 
ribes to.remove them beyond the Mississippi, ex- 
ept wilh.the band of the Wyandotts, the Six Na- 
tions. in. New. Yoik, the Menomonees, Mandans 
and Stockbridges «in ‘Wisconsin, and Miamies in 
Indiana. With all but the Menomonees, it is -ex- 
pected that arrangements for-their emigration will 
be.completed the present year. ‘The -resistanca 
which has-been opposed. to their removal by some 
of the tribes, even after-trealies had been made 
with {hem to that-effect, has arisen from various 
causes, operating differently on cach of them. In 
most. instances they- have been instigated to resist- 
ance by persons.1o whom the trade with them and 
the acquisition of their annuities were: important ; 
and in some by the personal influence of interested 
Chiefs. These obstacles mustbe overcome; for the 
Government cannot relinguish the execution of this 
policy without sacrificing important interest, and 
abandoning the tribes remaining east of the Missis- 
sippi to certain destruction. 
‘The decrease in numbers of the tribes within the 
limits of the States and Territories has. been most 
rapid: I they be removed, they can be protected 
from those associations. aud evil practices which 
exert so pernicious and destructive an influence 
ver their. destinies. © They can be induced to la- 
bor, and to acquire property, and its acquisition 
will inspire them, with a- feeling of independence. 
‘heir minds can be cultivated, and they can be 
wetht the value of salutary and uniform laws, and 
be mado sensible of the blessings of free govern- 
ment, and capable of enjoying its advantages. In 
he possession of property, knowledge, and a good 
Government, free to.give what direction they please 
‘to. their Jabor, and: sharers in the legislation by 
which their persons and. the profits cf their indus- 
try areto be protected and seeured, they will havs 
‘arever present conviction of. the importanee of 
nion, of peace among themselves, and of the pre- 
servation of amicable relations withax.. The in- 
teresis of the | United States. would. also be 
‘greatly ate hy. freeing the relations be- 
the General and Siate Governments 
from. what has proved a. most embarrass- 
dng Jocumbrance, by a satisfactory adjustment of 
conflicting fitles to lands, caused by the occupation 
ofthe fiidiins, and by causing the resources of the 
whole country to be developed by the power of the 
tate and- General Governments, and improved by 
the enterprise of A white population, Paes 
Intinately: connected: with ‘this subject: is the 
Sobligation of the Government to fulfil its treaty 
stipulations, and to protect the Indians thus assem- 
bled “ at theif new residences from all-intermp- 
ons and distarbanees from any other- tribes or 
ations of Indiana, or: from any other person-or 
ersous whatsoever, and the equally solenm obli- 
ation to gard from Indian hostility iteown bor- 
der sctilements, ‘stretching: along a-line-of more 
han one thousand miles... To enable-the Govern- 
pent to redeem this pledge to the Indians, and to 
fford adequate protection to its own citizens, will 
require the continual presence of a. considerable 
genlar force onthe frontiers, and the establishment 
fia chain of permanent posts. Examinations of 
hig the country are now niaking, with a view to decide 
-onmthe most suitable points for the erection of for- 
-Avesses and: other works: of defence, the results of 
which will be presented to you by the Secretary of 
War.atanearly day, together with a plan forthe 
fectual protection of fricndly Indians, and the per- 
amanent defence of the frontier States. 
‘By the report of the Secretary of the Navy, here- 
vith communicated, it appears that- unremitted ex- 
ons have been made-at the: different navy yards 


nt, 
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Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, introducea bill forthe better security of 
lives and property entrusted to steam veneels. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky than rose and said, 
that in the absence of the ‘only surviving Senator 
from Maryland, (whose duty it would have been 
to have announced the demise of his colleague) the 
melancholy task would devolve upon him, ofde- 
tailing to the Senate what already was but too 
well known, to wit: the lamented death of Governor 
Kent, who expired on the 24th of last month, aged 
69 years. Mr. C. feelingly and eloquently ailud- 
ed to the long friendship thai had subsisted between 
himself and the dis:inguished deceased, and spoke 
of his services to his own State, in her Legislature, 
in the Executive chair, &c. all which stations he 
had filled with consummate ability, and with 
general satisfaction to the people. No one, 
Mr. C. maintained, had ever brought into the pub- 
lic councils more integrity of purpose, or a greater 
share of strong discriminating sense. It was true 
he seldom spoke in debate, but when he did it was 
always to the purpose, without being ambitious of 
the ornament of language. Twenty-six years ago 
Mr. C. entered public life with the deceased in the 
Fouse of Representatives, since which brief space 
of time how many things had occurred, how many 
questions arisen, that were supposed would shake 
the Confederacy to its very centre? Still he was 


gratified to find that the stars and stripes floated tri- 


umphantly, and the country was marching onward 
to its high destiny, unchecked in its career. Mr. 
C. adverted to the private worth of his deceased 
friend: his mansion was the seat of generous 
hospitality, and his heart ever replete with kind- 
ness; his loss was not only to Maryland, to 
the Senate, but to the country at large, and to 
none more than the people of this District, whose 
firm and zealous friend he had ever been, all of 
whom would recollect the thrilling appeal made in 
their behalf not sixty days ago. His place would soon 
again be filled—ably and respectably filled ; but no 
successor could bring a purer heart or sounder 
head. It now only remained for*them to discharge 


the last melancholy duties due to departed worth; - 


for which purpose, he would introduce the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That in token of respect for the memo- 
ry of the Ion. J. Kunr of Maryland, the Senators 
wear crape on the arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Senate do now adjourn. 

Which resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 5, 1837. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the joint commitice 
appointed to wait on the President of the United 
States and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses had convened, and were ready to receive 
any communication he might be pleased to make, 
reported that they had performed that duty, and 
that the President would transmit a Message, in 
writing, this day at 12 o'clock. i 

The annual Message of the President was then 
received by the hands of his private secretary, 
Agranam Van Boren, esq. 

The Message having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a resolution that it be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and that fifteen thousand enpies 
thereof, with the accompanying documents, and 
five thousand copies withont the documents, be 
printed for the use of the members of the House. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio moved to amend 
the motion by limiting the number of copies, with 
the documents, to ten thousand, and extending the 
number of the Message aloue to ten thousand 
which, after a few words from Mr. W. and Mr; 
HAYNES, was disagreed to, and the original re- 
solution was agreed to. 

On matien of Mr. HAYNES, 

The Picuse then adjourned. 

ATE, 
Weonpspsy, Dercinber 6. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Gov 
tained leave to bring in the 
A BILL to provide for th 

lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled 

in whole, or in part, by steam. 

Be ik enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


tand ob- 


owing biik 


etter security of the 
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sentativ:s of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be the duty of all owners of 
steamboats, or vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam, on or before the first day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, to make a 
new enrolment of the same, under the existing laws 
of the United States, and take out from the collec- 
ior or surveyor of the port, as the case may he, 
where such vessel is enrolled, a new license, under 
such conditions as are now imposed by law, and as 
shall be imposed by this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful for the owner, master, or captain of 
any steamboat, or vessel propelled in whole, or in 
part, by steam, to transport any goods, wares, and 
merchandise, or passengers, in or upon the bays, 
lakes, rivers, or otber navigable waters of the 
United States, from and after the said first dav of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, without having firs! obtained, from the pro- 
per officer, a license under the existing laws, and 
without having complied with the conditions im- 
posed by this act; and for each and every violation 
of this section, the owner or owners of said vesse! 
shall forfeit and pay to the United States the sum 
of five hundred dollars, one-half for the use of the 
informer; and for which sum or sums the steam- 
boat, or vessel so engaged, shall be liable, and 
may be seized and proceeded against summarily, 
by way of libel, in any district court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of the offence. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the district judge of the United 
States, within whose district any ports of entry or 
delivery may be, on the navigable waters, bays, 
Jakes, and rivers of the United States, upon the ap- 
plication of the master or owner of any steamboat 
or vessel propelled in whole, or in part, by steam, 
to appoint, from time to time, one or more persons 
skilled and competent to make inspections of such 
boats and vessels, and of the boilers and machinery 
employed in the same, whose duty it shall be to 
make such inspection when called upon for that 
purpose, and to give to the owner or master of 
such boat or vessel cuplicate certificates of such 
inspection. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the per- 


son or persons who shall be called upon to inspect 
the hull of any steamboat or vessel, under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall, after a thorough examina- 
tion of the same, give to the owner or master, as 
the case may be, a certificate, in which shall be 
stated the age of the said boat or vessel, when and 
where originally built, and the leneth of time the 
same has been running. And he or they shall also 
state whether, in his or their opinion, the said boat 
or vessel is sound, and fit to be used for the trans- 
portation of freight or passengers; for which ser- 


vice, so performed upon each and every boat or 


vessel, the inspectors shall cach be paid and allowed 
by said master or owner applying for such inspec- 
tion the sum of five dollars. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the per- 
son or persons who shall be called upon to inspect 
the boilers and machinery of any steamboat or ves- 
sel, under the provisions of this act, shall, after a 
thorough examination of the same, make a cert fi- 
cate, in which shall be stated the pressure which 
the said boilers are allowed to carry in steam; and 
he or they shall moreover provide a suitable hy- 
draulic pump, and, after examining into the state 
and condition of the boiler or boilers of sneh boat 
or vesse], shall test the strength and soundness of 
said boilers, by applying to the same a hydraulic 
pressure, equal to three times the pressure that the 
said boilers are allowed to carry in steam; and if 
he or they shall be of opinion, after such examina- 
uon and test, that the said machinery and boilers 
are sound and fit for use, he or they shall so state, 
together with the age of said boilers, in the same 
certificate, and duplicates thereof shal! be delivered 
to the owner or master of such vessel; one of 
which it shall be the duty of the said master and 
owner to deliver to the collector or surveyor of the 
port whenever he shall apply for a license, or for a 
renewal of a license; the other he shall cause to be 
posted up, and kept in some conspicus part of said 
boat, for the information of the public; and, for 
each and every inspection and test of the boilers so 


made, each of the said inspectors shall be paid 
the said master or owner applying, the sui 
of dollars. : 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That it stiall 
be the duty of the owners and masters: of sted 
boats to cause the inspection provided under “the 
fourth section of this act, to be made at least'onte.. 
in every twelve months; and the examination and ` 
trial of the strength of the boilers of his boat, Te- 
quired by the fifth section, at least once- in evety 
six months; and deliver to the collector or surveyor 
of the port where his boat or vessel has been en. 
rolled or licensed, the certificate of such inspection; 
and, on a failure thereof, he or they shall forfeit 
the license granted to such boat or vessel, and’ be 
subject to the same penalty as though he had run 
said boat or vessel without having obtained such 
license, to he recovered in like manner. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That when- _ 
ever the master of any boat or vessel, or the per- 
son or persons charged with navigating said boat 
or vessel, which is propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, shall stop the motion or headway of -said 
boat or vessel, or when the -said boat or. vessel 
shall be stopped for the purpose of discharging “or 
laking in cargo, fuel, or passengers, he or they shall 
keep theengine of said boat or vessel in motion suffi- 
cient to work the pump and give the necessary 
supply of water, and to keep the steam down'in 
said boiler to what it is when the said boat is un- 
der headway, and at the same time shall open the 
safety-valve, so as to keep the steam down in said 
boiler to what it was when the said boat or-vessel 
is under headway, under the penalty of two hun- 
dred dollars for each and every offence. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the owner and master ofevery steam 
vessel engaged in the transportation of freight or 
passengers, the tonnage of which vessel shall not 
exceed two hundred tons, to provide and to'carty 
with the said boat or vessel, upon each and every 
voyage, two long boats or yawls, each of which 
shall be competent to carry at least twenty persons; 
and where the tonnage of said vessel shall exceed 
two hundred tons, it shall be the duty of the owner 
and master to provide and carry, as aforesaid, not 
less than four long boats or yawls, of the same or 
larger dimensions; and for every failure in these 
particulars, the said master and owner shall forfeit 
and pay three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the master and owner of every steam 
vessel to provide, as a part of the necessary furni- 
ture, a suction-hose and fire engine and hose, suita- 
ble to be worked on said boat in case of fire, and 
carry the same upon each and every voyage, in 
good order; and for a failure to do hich, they and 
each of them, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of a master and pilot of a steamboat, 
except those navigating tide water, when descende 
ing any river or stream in the. night, where the de- 
scending boat shell come within one half mile of 
an ascending steamboat, to shut off steam, and 
permit his boat to float upon the current of the rie 
ver until the ascending boat shall have passed; 
and it shall then be the duty of the master, pilot, 
and owner of the ascending beat to steer clear of 
the descending boat; and they shall be respectively 
liable for any damages sustained in consequence of 
a failare to comply with these provisiens, 

Sec. 11. And he it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the master and owner of every 
steamboat, running between sunset and sunrise, to 
have two lights suspended, one at the bow, and the 
other at the stern of his vessel, the former of which 
shall be at least three fect, and the latter ten feet 
above the upper deck of the vessel, under the pe- 
nalty of wwe hundred dollars. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the pe 
palties irpored by this act, may be sued for and re- 
covered in the name of the United States, in the 
District or Circait Court of such district or circuit 
where the offence shall have been committed, oF 
forfeiture meurred, or in which the owner or master 
of said vessel may reside, one half to the. use of the 
O e and the other to the use ef the Unised 

tates. 


Seo 


ja navigating-any steamboat or vessel propelled in 


negligence, or inattention to his or their. respective 
duties, the life or lives-of:any: person. or persons on 
Doard: said vessel, may be-destroyed, shall be deem- 
ed-guilty of manslaughter, and. upon- conviction 
thereof before any Circuit Court of the United 
States, shall-be sentenced to: confinement. at hard 
«Jabor for a-period not Jess.than two. nor-more than 
ten years. LP 
oe The bill, having been read, twice, was re- 
ferred toa commitleeconsistingof Messrs. GRUNDY, 
Wau, CLAYTON, BENTON,- CALMOUN; WEBSTER, 
and Waker, and ordered to be printed, 
to Mr- GRUNDY moved that the Chair appoint the 
standing. committees, 

Mr. CLAY said he had no -particolar feeling on 
he subject: he bad no objection to the course pro- 
posed at this time. : 
© Mr, KING of Alabama thought the regular 
mode of proceeding would be to give notice to 
amend the rule, if it were desired to get rid of the 
„present mode of appointing committees. Previous 
to the rule, the Vice President did not appoint the 
committees; it was the habit: for that officer to re- 
sign the seat some days before the close of the ses- 
gion, and a chairman to be appointed pro tem.. 
on whom that duty devolved. If would be recol- 
lected that some years ago there was n long and 
animated discussion on the powers of the. Vice Pre- 
sident. It was doubted by some whether that 
officer should be trusted with the authority to call 
‘the Senate to order. In the present instance he had 
no objection to the Vice President appointing 
the committees, but was unwilling to rescind the 
rule. ‘ 

Mr. GRUNDY explained his object to be to save 
‘time and trouble, and as his object could only be 
yeached by unanimous consent, he hoped there 
would be no objection, 

. Mr. CLAY said he concurred in the views of the 

genrieman from ‘Tennessee. 

Mr, HUBBARD moved that the Senate proceed, 
“on to-morrow, to appoint the standing committees. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, on the present occasion, 
he was for dispensing with the rule, but wouti be 
‘aowilling. to. rescind it, Hish as he thonght 
of the occupant of that chair, he was not disposed 

cto vest him with the power to appoint the commit- 
tees. Tle concurred, however, with the views of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Grundy) that 
the made suggested by him would save time; and 
‘as the ballot of last September would furnish a 
guide, he presumed the mode would be most desi- 
rable. 

Mr, Huasanrn having withdrawn his motion, the 
Cuai was vested with the power of appointing the 
standing committees, by the unanimous consent of 
the Senate. 

Mr: TIPTON gave notice that he wonld, on to- 
morrow; introduce a -bill to amend the act entitled 
« An act to provide. for the exchange of tands with 
the Indians residing in any ef the States and Terri- 
tories, atid for their removal east. of the Mississip- 
pi” also, a bill to provide for the relief of Peter 
Nomer. 

Mr NORVELL gave notice that he would, on 
tomorrow; introdace a bill. to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United Siates to cause to: be designated 
and marked the boundary line between the State of 
Michigan and the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. LYON gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, bring in a bill granting to the connty: of 
Kalamazoo, in the State of Michigan, the right of 
pre-emption to a- quarter section of land, and for 
other purposes. 

Also; a bill to-create.an additional land office in 
the State of Michigan, and for other purposes, 

“Mr. LINN ‘gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow bring in a bill to authorize the President to 
designate the northern boundary line of the State 
of Missouri. 

- Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow introduce ‘a bill to explain and amend 
the fifth section of the act of the 30th June, 1834, 


“for the better organization’ of mhe United ‘States 


marine corps. 


3. And. be it further enacted, That every 
captain; engineer, pilot or other: person employed . 


“whole ot in-part byssteam, by. whose misconduct, ` 
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The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, con- 
taining his annual report on the finances. - : 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 5, 1837. 

In obedience to the “Act supplementary to the 
act to establish the Treasury Department,” the 
undersigned respectfully submits the following 
report: 

1. Of the Revenue and Expenditures. 

The balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 
1836, including some trust funds hereafter ex- 
plained, was - - - $26,749,803 96 

The receipts during the year 1836, 
from all sources except the Post 
Office and trust funds, were - 


Viz: from 
Customs = - $23,409,940 53 
Lands - 24,877,179 86 
Miscellaneous 586,843 97 
These, and the balances before 
mentioned, constituted an ag- 
gregate of - ~ 
The expenditures during the same 
year, exelusive of the Post Office 
andtrust funds, were ~ 


48,873,964 36 


75,623,768 32 


t 


29,655,244 46 


Viz: . 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous - 5,388,370 58 


Military service, including fortifi- 
cations, Indian affairs, pensions, 
arming the militia, Florida war, 
improvement of harbors and ri- 
vers, roads, arsenals, and armo- 
ries. - - 18,466,110 63 

Naval service, including gradual 
improvement and exploring ex- 
pedition - 5,800,763 25 

Hence there was left in the Trea- 
sury on the Ist of January, 1837, 
a balaace of - - 

The receipts during the first three 
quarters of the present year, with 
similar exceptions to those be- $ 
fore mentioned, are ascertained 
and estimated to be = 

Viz: from 

Customs - $8,908,878 

Lands - 5,650,221 

Interest’ from deposite banks, and 
other miscellaneous and inci- 
dental receipts - $85,817 

The receipts of the fourth quarter, 
including those from the issue of 
Treasury notes co the amount 
of four millions three hundred 
thousand dollars, are estimated 


45,968,523 86 


15,144,946 00 


at - - - - 8,355,065 00 
Viz: from 
Customs - - 1.750,100 
Lands - = 910,000 
Miscellanecus and inci- 
dental receipts - 40,000 


Issue of Treasury notes 4,390,000 
First bond due from the ` 
United States Bank, 
exeluding what be- 
longed in trust to the 
Navy Pension Fund . 1,364,965 
These combined make the total 
receipts for the yearas ascertain- 
ed and extimated - 
With the balance on the Ist of 
Jannary last, they coustitute an 
aggregate ol = - - 
The expenditures. for the first three 
quarters of the present year, 
with the like exceptions, are as- 
certained to have been -= 
Viz: 
Civil list, fereign intercourse and 
miscellaneous 4,024,823 10 
Military service, including Fiori- 
da war, other Indian affairs, fora 
tifications, roads, harbors. pen~ 
sions, &c. 16,310,208 35 
Naval service, including. Explor 
ing expedition, gradual improve- 
ment, &c. 5,061,865 87 


23,499,981 00 


69,468,504 86 


95,418,916 57 


t 
i 


Public debt 22,019 25 

See particulars in the document 
annexed, 

The expenditures for the fourth 
quarter, including those under 
the recent as well as former ap- 
propriations, are, on facts pre- 
sented by the varions- Depart- 


ments, estimated at. ~ - 9,86 ,445 00 
Making an aggregate for the year 
of - - - - 35,281,361 57 


This computation would leave in 

the Treasury, on the first of 

January, 1838, a balance.of - . 34,187,143 29 

Before adverting to other topics, it will be proper 
to explain what portion of this balance will not im- 
mediately be either available or applicable to pub- 
lic purposes, 

The first three instalments of deposits with the 
several Slates, which have recently been placed to 
the credit of the Treasurer for safe-keeping, in con- 
formity to the provisions of the act of 23d June, 
1836, are included in it. 

As the subsequent law of October 14th, 1837, 
prohibits the recall of those deposits till otherwise 
directed by Congress, their large amount will till 
then be unavailable for any purposes of the Gen- 
eral Government. It is $29,101,644 97. 

All the funds in the Treasury, which in any for- 
mer years, from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment, have become unavailable, being chiefly such 
as are still dne from insolvent banks, are likewise 
embraced in the balance above mentioned. "Their 
amount is not far from $1,100,000. 

Another portion consists of what is yet unpaid by 
the banking institutions, which, during the last spring 
and summer, suspended specie payments, and 
thereby, under the imperative provisions of. the 
deposite act, were discontinued as public deposi- 
tories. The amounts in their possession that have 
been or probably will, ander the act of 16th of 
October last, be postponed, and wil remain una- 
vailable, one-third ull July next, one-third till 
January, 1839, and the residue till July, 1839, are 
estimated at $3,500,000. ae 

Another sum, not immediately applicable to 
general purposes, is that part of the amounts trans- 
ferred te the mint, which being now in active 
employment for the objects specified in the acis of 
June 23, 1836, and of January 18, 1837, cannot, 
without serious inconvenience and some.delay, be 
otherwise used. This sum is about $400,000. 

If the aggregate of all these, amounting. to 
$33,101,614 97, be deducted from the balance of 
434,187,143 29 above mentioned, the residue of 
the public money that on the Ist of January next 
will probably be then both available and applicable 
to general purposes will be $1,985,498 32. 

Perhaps, insiriciness, the sum of about $370,797, 
which was in the Treasury on account of several 
small irust funds, and was included in the balance 
on the Ist of January, 1836, ought also to be de- 
ducted from what is bow considered applicable to 
public purposes. 

Most o` it has heen, or probably will be, required 
for the special objects to which it belongs. 

Previous to the consideration of sother matters 
connected wth the finances, the undersigned would 
add, that the appropriatiuns which will remain 
unsatisfied at the end of the year, are estimated at 
$14,503,483. These, with the exception hereatter 
mentioned, will be chargeable on that balance, and 
on the revenue subsequently received. 

To prevent misapprehension on this point, it 
may be proper 10 observe, that this ix the amount 
of those appropriations considered as unsatisfied, 
after dednetmg all the money which has been ac- 
tually paid to the public claimants, and all. the ad= 
vances which, having been made to the various dis- 
bursing officers, are still in their bands for the pur- 
pose of being paid over to such claimants. Itis 
supposed that $10,351,091 of the outstanding ap- 
propriations will be- required to accomplish the ob- 
jects contemplated by: them. 

Of the residue, about .$361.839. will go to the 


| surplus fund, or: in-other words, will not be used 


at all; and it-is.proposed to apply $3,782,551 in 


-aid-of the service of the ensuing year. without re- 


appropriation, as explained in the estimates. 
dt is‘proper also to explain, that by the aet of 


10 

May 20, 1836, an amount sufficient to pay the 
principal of the debt due in Holland, on account 
of the cities of the District of Columbia, equal to 
$1,500,000, was appropriated, and is still out- 
standing. But this sum has not been included in 
the foregoing statement of outstanding appropria- 
tions, as the reimbursement of the loan cannot com- 
mence, under the stipulations upon which it was 
contracted, until 1841; and the amount required 
may be partly reimbursed by the sale of the canal 
stocks pledged for that purpose. 

2. Of the Public Debt. 

The payments on account of the funded and 
unfunded debt since the first December, 1836, have 
been. as follows: 

Ist. On account of the principal of the funded 

debt - - $14,197 26 


This leaves unclaimed and undis- 
charged - - - $327,737 91 
Viz: principal - $76,169 74 
Interest, with divi- 
dends - - 251,568 17 
The latter consisting of the amount 
due Ist Dec. 1836, $250,416 00 
Add excess of repayments 
since - - 1,152 17 Z 
Qd. On the unfunded debt there has 
been paid, including $199 51 for 
interest on Treasury notesof 1815, 
the sum of - - - 8706 66 
This leaves the amount of certificates 
and notes payable on presenta- 
tion - - - 
Viz: certificates issued for claims 
during the revolutionary war, and 
registered prior to 1798 $27,293 31 
Treasury notes issued during the late 


436,933 40 


war, - - 5,320 00 
Certificates of Mississippi 
stock - - 4,320 09 


3. Estimates of the revenue and expenditures for the 
year 1838. 

The receipts into the Treasury from the ordinary 
sources during 1838, may, under the explanations 
and conditions hereafter mentioned, he estimated 
at - ~ - - $31,959,787 
Viz: Customs, including about 

four millions, which is expected 

to be collected on postponed du- 

ties ~ - $17,500,000 
Lands, including one and a half mil- 

lion, for estimated sales under 

another pre-emption law, if one 
es, and of new tracis brought 
market ~ - 8,000,000 
Second bond of United States Bank 

with interesi due in September, 

1838 - - 2,263,121 ` 
First instalment of the principal due 

from the former deposite banks in 

July, 1838, estimated at 1,666,666 
Interest on the same, with incidentai 


and miscellancous receipts 300,09 
New issues of asury netes in 
1838 - - 5,700,069 


These, and the estim:ted balance of 
$1,085,498, which will be in the 
Treasury on the first of J 


purposes, constitute g 
eregate of - - ~ 33,045,285 
The expend 


ditures for the year 1838, including i 


rede mt f the F notes, whiei 
i for publie or beeor - 
vithin that vear, are estimated 


$31,326,892 


Military 
Naval sery 
'The permanent 

service cf semer 

acts are 2,262,000 

For the details of new and permanent appropria- 
tions, reference may be had to the estimates. 
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Appropriations expected to be made by Congress 
beyond the estimates 

submitted -~ - $1,600,600 
These new and permanent appro- 

priations amount to - $23,785,249 
The outstanding appro- 

priations at the end of 

this year, after deduct- 
ing what will go to 
the surplus fund, are 

computed at - 14,141,643 
All the appropriations, then, which 

are chargeable to 1839, constitute 

an aggregate of - 37,926,852 
Of these, it is supposed that not over — 

eleven millions will remain out- 

standing at the end of the year, 
and consequently that the expendi- 
tares on account of the whole will, 
in 1838, be about - 
Add to this for redemption of Trea- 
sury notes by purchase, and hy re- 
ceipt of them for public dues— 
they not being reissuable 
Making an aggregate of the whole 

equalto - - - - $21,926,892 

The balance that will thus be left available, and 
applicable to public purposes onthe 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1838, is estimated at $1,118,393. 

In the fluctuating condition of our receipts and 
expenditures, it may appear, before the close of the 
present session, that results are likely to happen 
essentially different fr some of tnese caleula- 
tions. 

But it must at present be very questionable 
whether the receipts in 1838 will exceed the expen- 
ditures, so as to produce any surpins, which can 
he deposited with the States for safe-lreeping on the 
ist of January, 1839, as required by the existing 
Jaws. On the contrary, any considerable departure 
from the estimates, either by increasing the appro- 
priations, or reducing the receipts, or by paying in 
for publie dues a larger amount of Treasu ry notes, 
will necessarily create a deficiency. Little cer- 
tainty, therefore, can be attained in any calcula- 
tions on these points, till farther facts are developed 
concerning the revival of commerce, the probabi- 
lity of a speedy improvement in the currency, and 
the success in effecting, as fast as is compatible 
with the public interests, that redeetion in th: 
propriations which, in the present, as weil a 
pective state of the Treasury, is, it may be pre- 
sumed, anxiously desired by all. 

4. Exports and Piportsin 1837. 

The value of the exporis and imports daring the 
year which ended on the 30th of September last, 
may be seen, accompanied by some interesting de- 

Af 


26,926,892 


' 


5,000,000 


|| tails, in the annexed table. The exports aseer- 
tained and estimated to have been STIG S060 


OF these, about “95,183,199 were of domes 
and 621,722.86! of foreign origin. 

They show, since the previous year, a diminution 
in the fermer of $11,733,435, and in the latter of 
only $23,499. 

The decre 
has be 


coton during the 
rwise have been very 
foreign merchandise ha 
failivg much h 
commercial cinbarrassmenis of thet 
I| particularly in the last quarter, ted 
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fact, now o d, that the imports, 
which, ina natural condition of business, should be 

| less than those of 1837, were, nearly fifty millions 


SE 
larger, and were about one hundred millions be. 
yond the rate of imports during the last duarter s 

The exports during that quarter were $19,159: 
034, being $13,105,510 of domestic origin, i äng 
$6,052,524 of foreign growth. By-this “result; i 
will be gratifying to see that the imports, though 
diminished, were not all needed: for home cons 
sumption, and that a greater proportion: of -theny 
than in the former quarters has been sent abroadity 
reduce the foreign debt. Yet the whole exports 
were smaller than many anticipated. They have 
also very unexpectedly been $3,533,313 less.dq 
amount than the imports during the same quarter, 
But if freights, commissions, and profits, as well ag 
remittances in stocks of verious kinds, aretaken into 
compuiation, the probabilities are, that the foreign 
debt, so far from having been increased within ‘that 
period, has been lessened some millions, but not to 
SO great an extent as most persons have supposed, 
In the last report on the finances, some suggesticns 
were made, which further experience has served 
to verify, respecting the influence which the sudden 
fall in the price of cotton had exerted during: the 
year in producing commercial émbarrassments, as 
well as a diminution in the value of our exports, 

Tt may be useful to advert a moment to the un- 
usual effect upon both of those subjects, caused by 
the fluctuations in another article. 


In seasons of common crops, ahd in times when, 


‘under the guidance of ordinary prudence, industry 


was directed more to the cultivation of the soil, the 
United States were accustomed, under the blessing of 
Providence, to receive, rather than pay, large sams 
for the great necessary of lifes Tor a series’-of 
many years, the value of the grain and flour im- 
ported did not exceed a few thousand dollars, while 
that exported was, on an average, quite $6,000,000. 
Sometimes it exceeded even $14,000,000, and’ so 
late as 1833, °34, and 35, amounted to nearly 
$5,000,000 annually, But in the year ending Sep- 
tember 30th, 1837, the exports of them fel of 
nearly a million, while the imports were angment- 
ed in value to the unprecedented amount of more 
than four and a half millions. 

This revulsion, so great and so sudden, from 
bringing home a small amount to importing so 
many millions’ worth of products, mostly for a 
Single purpose, and that one so important in do- 
mestie economy as bread stuffs, was of itself sufi- 
cient to create a severe shock. From whatever 
cause the necessity of it may have happened, the 
result conveys warnings, which it is believed have 
recently exerled a salutary infnence in aiding to 
restore a judicious system of agriculture, and to 
promoie an increased attention to habits of pro- 
ductive industry, 

A moment's reflection on the detailed effects of 
the high prices, which attended the revulsion, will 
show, that they and the burdensome change of five 
orsix millions in our exports and imports, must, 
when united, have affeated the pecuniary dificul- 
ties of the country, and, indirectly, its trade and 
currency, much more sibly than most people 
haye imagined. Bes in which is dis- 
nied, or employed in the or eoasumed by 
domestic animals, itis believed that, on an average,” 
one pound of flour or meal per nay to each person 
is ased for bread stuffs alone. 

The whele quantity for a population of 15,009,- 
050, would at that rate be nearly 5,500,000,000 
pounds a year, At the price cf three cents per 
pound for wheat flour, and only one anda half 
cents per pound for meal from the cheaper varieties 
of n, which is not far from theaverage of 1834 
and 1835, the cost for bread alone, (ifonty one-half the 
ponlation used wheat flour, and the rest materials 
less costly,) would be about $14,000,000. 

ut the average price to consumers during the 
ist year was mereased in most places quite eighty 
percent. Whether this great rise should be attri- 
buted to short crops, to an ondue portion of 
labor bestowed upon the production of other arti- 
to depre lation in the value of the circulating 
tum, mM consequence of excessive issues of 
pper, or to ah these causes combined, it seems 
to be clear, that the inereasc in the cost of bread 
alone exceeded $100,000,009 

if ‘only half of the whole population not raising 
their own grain, were obliged to purchase it at such 


an: enhanced price, the: new tax imposed on<that 
class alone, en account. of - their bread, would 
exceed $50,000,000... so 5 
> This additio) their burdens was nearly seven 
dollars per: head;.and-when-for.: this no remunera- 
tion, was made ‘to many: persons, as. there. was only 
to some; by; higher-prices obtained. for their labors 
and: merchandise, exchanged, the increase alone 
was.fourtimes as.much as the average tax imposed 
by. means of all.the great.duties on foreign mer- 
chandise. On the present ogcasion, the undersign- 
ed would forbear. from -entering: further: into the 
consideration of various other matters. connected 
with this interesting. subjeet. But when. the infin- 
ence of itupon different portions of the country is 
traced into. some of its numerous: bearings and 
carefully weighed, new: topics of ‘inquiry are pre- 
. sented, which will be found to have an intimate 
connection not only with the value of some of our 
staple exports, but in other respects with the vital 
prosperity of large portions of the Union.. 


: §. Further explanations as to the Revenue and Expen- 
ditures for’ 1837, and the effect upon them by laws 
passed at the late special session. 

It may be interesting to Congress to have a few 
more details: concerning the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the current year. ` 

The receipts within it have been diminished by 
recent legislation over four millions. Flad the du- 
ties not been postponed, the revenue from all sour- 
ces, afier deducting the expenses of collection and 
other charges, usually imposed on it, would not, in 
the aggregate, have differed materially from the es- 
ae formed by the Department in December 

ast. 

The receipts, during the current half of the year, 

, have also thus far corresponded with the views 

` presented by it at the late session, except that the 

postponement of duties, subsequently authorized 

: by Congress, has not been so uniformly accepted 

` as was anticipated, and a portion of the current ex- 

penses of collection, including debentures and boun- 
` ties, has under a new law, been paid from the Trea- 

— sury, instead of being deducted as formerly from 

the accruing revenue, before it goes into the Trea- 
sury. 

It should also be explained, that the estimates of 
receipts for any particular quarter or year, thongh 
made accurately, will often vary from the subse- 
quent official statements; because the money is not 
carried by warrant upon the books of the Register, 
till afler it is placed in some public depository, or 
actually paid out by the collecting officer on special 
drafts. i 

In ordinary times the results would not be much 
changed by this cireumstance. But during fluctu- 
ations, such as have characterized the last two or 
three years, the difference caused by it may occa- 
sionally extend to some millions. "Thus large sams 
will be technically carried into the Treasury in the 
last quarter of 1837, and stand on the books cred- 
ited to that quarter, when, in fact, the money was 
collected, and subject to the ordersof the ‘Treasurer, 
in the first balf of the year. 

The expenditures have not. yet essentially varied 
from the amount anticipatedin September. In or- 
der to defray them it was then supposed to be ne- 
cessary, under the existing laws and liabilities, to 
postpone the fourth instalment of deposiles with the 
States, or adoptsome other auxiliary measure. Ex- 
perience since has confirmed the opinion that, un- 
der those laws, it could not have been placed in the 
custody of the States, except in funds and in a 
manner very inconvenient, as well as with conse- 
quences requiring an immediate recal of ‘other de- 
posites with the States, which would have been ex- 
ceedingly embarrassing to the finances of both thera 
and the General Government. 

The postponement of that instalment, therefore, 
afforded great relief to all. concerned, and left the 
resources of the Treasury entirely at liberty to be 
applied in the necessary discharge of the appropri- 
ations made by Congress. 

Those resources would have been sufficient for 
that purpose, had no further legislation taken place. 
But the delay which was afterwards granted be- 
yond the year for the payment of almost all the 
duties, and the still longer delay which was proffer- 
ed. to the former deposite banks, and accepted by 
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several of them, for the.adjustment-of -what they 
owed to the United States, gave rise to the necessity 
for a temporary issue of Treasury notes. The 
Department, with the aid of them and its remaining 
resources, has, notwithstanding those indulgences 
to the public. debtors, been enabled to meet the 
great demands upon it with punctuality, and in a 
manner which, considering the severe embarrass- 
ments of. the times, is believed to have generally 
proved satisfactory. 

It now appears probable that, during the next 
year, means will be possessed, without any perma- 
nent loans, recall of former deposites, or increase 
of taxes, sufficient to redeem seasonably the Trea- 
sury notes that become payable, as well as to meet 
all the ordinary appropriations. 

Some difficulties have arisen in the construction 
of the laws granting further delay to the merchants 
and the former deposite banks; but they have thus 
far been enforced under a liberal view of their ob- 
ject, and in this manner are supposed to have 
wforded sensible relief, not only to those immedi- 
ately interested, but, through them, to the people at 
large. 

In respect to the act for settling with the banks, 
some of them since September have paid over all 
the public money which then stood to the credit of 
the Treasurer. Others are supposed to have exe- 
cuted bonds according to one of its provisions, and 
several are preparing’ to do so with a view to re- 
ceive further indulgence. The remainder are ex- 
pected to discharge, without suit or bond, the 
‘amounts they respectively owe, as may, from time 
to time, be needed to meet the public exigencies. 

The payments which will probably be longest 
postponed, will chiefly be from some institutions 
situated in the West and Southwest. The accu 
mulation happening to be there, not by transfer 
from other quarters, but by receipts on the spot 
from the sales of public land, it was unavoidable 
under the existing laws. Nor could it, during the 
excessive over-actions of the times in banking and 
speculations of all kinds, have been lessened any 
further than was attempted by issuing the specie 
circular—and by refraining to offer any new tracts 
at public sale, unless laws had been passed, as was 
recommended, to restrict the sales to actual settlers, 
or, as since proposed, to authorize the receipt of 
payments elsewhere. 

Buta suitable portion of the money, after being 
received in the West and Southwest, was in due 
season put under transfer to the Atlantic States. 
In May last, the stoppage of specie payments, and 
the consequent discontinuance of most of the pub- 
lic depositories, prevented many of the drafts for 
remittance, which were then outstanding, from be- 
ing executed. In order, therefore, to discharge 
satisfactorily the current payments of appropria- 
tions, and the July transfers to the States on the 
Atlantic, it became indispensable to draw larger 
amounts from the banks situated in the latter 
quarter of the country. While this afforded a 
longer indulgence to the West and Southwest in 
the use of the surplus which had accumulated 
there, itis gratifying to reflect, that all just cause 
of jealousy has been removed, and any sectional 
benefits from delay in paying over the public mo- 
ney equalized in a great degree, as the astern, 
Northern, and Middle States were at the same time 
allowed to enjoy a like indulgence, through their 
merchants rather than banks,ia the use of the 
money due to the Government for duties instead of 
lands. 

In the execution of the other prominent measure 
adopted at the last session, which permitted an 
issue of Treasury notes, the Department has not 
yet been required by the public exigencies to make 
a large one. 

Nor is any occasion to keep out a great amount 
of these notes anticipated. Entertaining such opi- 
nions conceming the currency as have been for- 
merly expressed by the undersigned, any event 
would be greatly deprecated which should lead to 
a permanent emission of sich notes, or any kind of 
Goyernment paper, except for temporary purposes, 
and in small amounts, unless it be founded en- 
tirely on specie, and redeemable under circum- 
stances similar to those explained at the last 
Session. 


The range of the financial operations of the pre- 
sent. year has. been very extensive. If the receipts 
from postages, from the sales of the Chickasaw 
lands, from foreign indemnities, and all other 
trusts, were included in the condensed. statement of 
the finances, the entire amount carried into the 
Treasury during the year, with the balance on the 
ist of January last, would exceed $79,000,090. 
But without entering here info explanations in de- 
tail under those heads, it will appear, in the appro- 
priate reports, that so. far. as connected with this 
department, an attempt has-been made to conduct 
the whole in as close conformity as possible to’ the 
acts of Congress, Notwithstanding ‘the -unusual 
magnitude and difficulties of the duties devolved 
upon the Treasury Department during . the year, 
it has scrupulously endeavored not to assume any 
doubtful powers. Nor, as amere Executive branch 
of the Government, has it felt justified, under cir- 
cumstances cr reasons however plausible, to per- 
mit the public funds to be employed otherwise 
than on objects and in a manner that appeared to 
be clearly warranted by the limitations of the laws, 
and those principles strictly applicable to mere 
financial operations. 

6. Explanatory remarks on the estimates of receipts 

and expenditures for 1838 

The receipts from duties during the next year 
have been estimated quite four millions higher, in 
conscauence of the recent act of Congress, bringing 
within it the payment of a still larger amount, 
which originally fell due in the present year. 

Independent of that circumstance, it is not con- 
sidered probable, that they would much exceed 
$13,500,000. The reasons for this opinion are, 
that a further reduction of two-tenths of the pre- 
sent duties which remain at arate of more than 
twenty per cent. takes. effect after the 31st instant, 
and that the depression of trade during the last 
half of the year has been severe, and is likely to 
continue so for some time. The actual imports 
during the quarter ending in September having 
been only at the rate of about ninety millions an- 
nually; and the average imports from 1824 to 
1830, before the commencement of the late exces- 
ses, having been about eighty-two millions, it is 
deemed safe to compute that they will not in 1838. 
exceed forty per cent. on that average, or about 
one hundred and fifteen millions. On the supposi- 
tion that one-half of them will be free, and the 
nett duties received on the other half will not ex- 
ceed twenty-five per cent. the amount paid into the 
Treasury for them within the year, independent 
of the postponment above-named, would not vary 
much from thirteen anda half miilions. 

The receipts from the sales of public lands have 
likewise been eslimated. one. million and a half 
more than they would have been, if considerable 
sums were not expected to be derived from the in- 
creased sales of tracts newly brought into market, 
and from the anticipated passage of another pre- 
emption law. Ttis supposed that this last mea- 
sure, dcemed so important by many of the pioneers 
on our froatiers, whose hardy pursuits, exposures, 
and various privations, are ofien so usefalto the 
country at large, will mest with fewer objections, 
if it be more strictly guarded and limited than 
others of the kind have heretofore been. Those 
objections will perhaps he lessened still farther, if 
it isconsidercd that the revenue to be at once de- 
rived from the measnre, would condace much to 
the efficiency of our fiscal operations, and that 
from the experience of many years, the nett re- 
ecipts from the sales of public land are not likely 
ever lo surpass, in any great degree, the minimum 
price per acre, which is paid by those having pre- 
emptions. 

Without the passage of some such law, or the 
ofer of large quantities of new lands, the undere 
signed is unable to perceive any sound reason for 
estimating the sales very differently from what has 
been doae by him for some years past. Public 
sales cannot be needed for. cultivation much be- 
yond three millions of acres a year, while so many 
private lands are in ihe market as have been 
bought for resale within the last three years, If a 


|. demand should exist for more than that quantity, 


except.the gradual. inerease. with the increase of 
our population, it would probably be the result. of 
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‘Congress beyond the estimates, has been so inlly 


causes accidental, or transient, or of new legis- 
lation. 

It may be useful to add a few general illustra- 
tions of the reasons for some of the small estimates 
now submitted, and of the intrinsic difficulties in 
attainin much certainty concerning them daring 
crises of over-action aad revulsion like the past and 
the present. Whether they occur from over-irad- 
ing, over-banking, or other excesses, and the de- 
pressions consequent from them, the financial his- 
tory of this country shows strikingly how much 
our system of basiness is exposed to them, and the 
astonishing fluctuations they produce. 

During the two years before the revulsions in 
ecommerce in 1819, and including that year, the 
sales of public land exceeded ihe unusual amount of 
nearly thirty millions of dollars, while in the three 
following years they fell to only about four millions, 
or less than one-seventh. The system being chang- 
ed from credit to cash, may have co-operated in 
producing this result; though, at the same time, 
the minimum price per acre was reduced, in order, 
in some degree, to counteract the effect of that 
change. In the second and third quarters of 1836, 
also, the receipts from the sales of land increased 
to nearly fourteen millions of dollars, while in the 

-corresponding quarters of 1837, they diminished to 
only two and one-fourth millions. 

In truth, the number of acres sold since the first 
of January, 1835, has reached the extraordinary 
quanty of thirty-seven and ahalt millions, and thus 
have the sales so widely departed from all prece- 
dents, and every ordinary principle of calculation, 
as to equal in less than three years, however incredi- 
ble the fact may appear, the whole made during 
the forty-five years which had before elapsed from 
the adoption of the Constituiion. 

Similar fluctuations have happened in the amount 
of our imports, and consequently in the amount of 
duties, 

Tons, in 1808, the imports, affected by restrictive 
legislation, and other causes, fell off at the unpre- 
cedented rate of over eighty millions of dollars; 
while in 1815, influenced by the transition from war 
to peace, an increase of imports equa! to one hun- 
dred millions, and an increase of duties from cns- 
toms alone equa! to nearly thirty miHions oceurred in 
a single vear. It may be remembered, also, that 
from 1818 to 1222, the vibrations from mere com- 
mercial causes were almost. as sudden as those in- 
cident to war or any great changes in legislation. 

Tous the imports diminished from over one hun- 
dred and twenty-one millions in £818, to only 
about eighty-seven millions in 1819, and to only 
abont one-half, or sixty-two and a half mitlons, in 
1821, They fell nearly sixty millions in value in 
only three years, and, in the last two of them, the 
revenue from duties diminished also more than 
One-third. It deserves spesial notice that these 
were vears embracing a perind of peace, of free 
commeree, and the full operation of the United 
States Bank. The Price of cotton also fell, ducing 
the same period, over one-half, and the price of 
flour from ten to enly four and five dollars a bar- 
rel, ‘The extent of these vacillations has been so 
unexpected at some periods, that, in 1816, the re- 
ceipts from eustoms exceeded the estimates by 
nearly fiteen millions of dollars, thovgh the latter 
were made by Mr. Dallas several months after 
the relations of peace had been restored, and its in- 
fluence experienced, 

The imports du e last quarter of the com- 
mercial year just ended have furnished another 
signal iHustration on this branch of the subject. As 
belore mentioned, they so fluctuate! that, if con- 
unued for twelve mouths at their reduced rate, the 
faling off won'd nearly equal the extraonlinary 
amount of one hundred millions of dollc rs, 

Some further explanations eonceming the esti- 
mates for the expenditures may be useful, 

he addition of between two and three millions 
which has been made an aeconnt of the laree 
amount of xpprovriations, exceeding fourteen mil- 
lions, left ontstacd ng and chargea®!> to the next 
year, will be found reasonable, when it is remem- 
bered that the average amount annually left has 
not, in general, exceeded six millions. The pro- 
priety of adding, also, the contingent sum of at 
least one million to cover appropriations made by 


open nats 
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tested by the experience of several years past, that 
the correctness of the measure may be censidered 
no longer doubtful. But the usual excess of ap- 
propriations thus made by Congress is not imputed 
by the undersigned to any special inattention or 
extravagance. This item has of late years been 
introduced into the estimates, because it was found 
that new treaties, hostilities, or other events, often 
require the Departments, before the session `s 
closed, to offer estimates for furiher appropriations. 
Sometimes commendable measures, of a public as 
well as private character, originate in Congress, 
and, consequently, are not inciuded in the esti- 
mates of the Departments, but which justify addi- 
tional appropriations. Sometimes, likewise, acts 
are passed for an indefinite amount, which involve 
in the end an expenditure far beyond what was, or 
could by any ordinary foresight be auticipated, 
during the passage of them. 

The estimate as te the receipt of Treasury notes 
has been placed at five millions of dollars, or only 
a little beyond the amount which falls due and is 
obliged to be redeemed within the year. 

But as all of those issued, whether due or not, 
have been made by law receivable at any time for 
publie debts, and the right to reissue them even dur- 
ing the year is prohibited, it must be manifest, that 
the receipts or redemption of them will be likely 
much to exceed that amount, and to produce to 
that extent a deficiency, if the banks do not resume 
specie payments, so as to aid in supplying a sound 
currency to pay into the Treasury, instead of them; 
or unless the prohibition to reissue them during the 
year be removed. 

The whole expenditures during 1838, for new 
appropriations, have been estimated lower than 
those of last year, on account of the reduced wants 
of the Government, and a wish to economise 
wherever the public interests will permit. 

It is believed, that if wars, or other expensive 
conlingencies, do not intervene, the expenditures 
can gradually be diminished till their average in 
ordinary timesshall not exceed seventeen or eighteen 
millions of dollars annually, 

The expectations of such a reduction, which 
were formerly cherished and explained by the un- 
dersigned, wera likely to be realized, when an cx- 
traordinary merease in the revenue induced Con- 
gress to adopt the system of completing sooner 
manv public works of great usefulness, and of ef- 
feciing an earlier extinguishment of Indian titles 
with a spee ‘ier removal of the Aboriginals beyon 
the Mississippi. : 

The charges on the Treasury, during each of the 
last two years, for these objects, as well as for 
grants to the District cf Columbia, and for ex- 
penses of the Fl rita war, have nearly equalled the 
whole excess of expenditures in each year above 
that average. As the surplus has ceased to exist 
which was one chief inducement to any increases 
of expenditpre except on account of the Piorida 
war, and was, at the sametime, one ground for 
their justification, it seems probable that all the 
suitable redactions can soon be accomplished. A 
rigid regard to economy, and sound principles of 
public policy, if persisted in, vill easily save the 
country from the burthea of a national debt; and 
without any wastefnlness in expenditure, will ena- 
ble it to sustain every valuable institution ia a vi- 
gorous condition. 

Should some questions unfortanately occur 
whieh involve national honor, or are int mately 
connected with pable Hherty, any 


e of 


money within the consutaueonal powers of the Cto- 
vernment, that may be necessury to the security of 
those great objects, can then be mad com onr 


ample financial resonrces, w 

general distress, or departing from 

flagality in public, as well as privat 
are so indispensable fo sustain republican institu- 
fiona. 

T. On the banks, ead other matters cannceted with the 
collection, keeping, and disbursement of the public 
money 
The views of this Department npon several to- 

pics eonnecied with the collection, keeping, and 

disbursement of the public money have been go re- 
cenily presented, that only a few additional re- 


marks concerning them will be offered. Tha one 
d:tion of the banks was one of the most prominent 
of those topics. To prevent any misapprehension, 
it may be proper to repeat the assurance, that ng: 

wish has ever been feit to interfere improperly w 
those institutions. Whilechartered and used so; 
for local purposes, the regulation and coñtrol of 
them are supposed to belong exclusively tọ the. 
States. But their organization, as well as respoiis 

sibilities, and an early reform in both, became: 

questions of great importance to the Treasury, when. 
connected with them, as heretofore, in the capacity: 

of either public depositories or the sources of a por 

tion of the currency received for public dues. Exe 

perience for several months past is fall of instruc 

live lessons on these points. Indeed, every crisis 

in our pecuniary affairs has tended greatly to 

strengthen the conviction that evils exist in banking 

in this country, which are inherent in the system, ’ 
as well asin the administration of it. A wide dé 

parture has been made from the original principles 

of having its issues of paper rest on a foundation 

consisting of specie alone, and that used in depo- 

site chiefly forcom.nereial objects. While regulated 

substantially in this manner, banking was not only. 

an instrument of convenience to trade, and somes 

times to fiscal operations, but safe in practice, and 

not inconsistent with any sound theory as to cur 

rency. But when the system is changed, so. that 

the paper issued rests like mere bills of exchange, 

almost exclusively on eredit, and that credit. not. 

always guarded in the best practicable methods, 

such a currency, however profitable or convenient 

to those inierested, must become exposed to many. 

of the vicissitudes of commerce, forfeit most of its 

original character as the actual representative of 

money, and lose its security in a considerable de- 

gree as a circulating medinm for the use of either 

the community or the Government, Under such 

circumstances, that calamity, toa greater or less 

extent, will often ensue, which happened during ihe 

last spring. 

As the failure to redeem their bills in specie, 
then extended to most of the banks that had been 
employed in the capacity of public depositories, it 
became proyer to explain to Congress, at its late 
session, the injurions influence of the measure on 
the financial operations of the Government, and 
the losses thas caused to its numerous creditors 
among the various classes of society, with those 
preventives, as well as guarantees against them 
hereafter, which seemed appropriate and feasible. 
Derhaps it is not now necessary to enter further 
into that subject in order to discharge the painfal 
duties which such a state of things imposed upon 
the head of this Depariment. ïn consequence of 
what occurred, Congress passed an act to facilitate 
a settlement with the deposite banks, which, as 
before observed, is in the course of execution, and 
which is the only new measure of legislation 
adopted by both Houses that indicates the future 
relations intended to be preserved with these insti- 
tutions, But as the condition of mest of the banks 
throughout the United States, since the suspension 
of specie payments, might have an important bear- 
ing on this and other subjects connected with fiscal 
concerns, an extensive correspondence has been 
opened in relation to it. 

The result, so far as their affairs can be ascer- 
tained, with mach accuracy, will now be presented. 
Their condition, as a whole, does not appear to 
have altered very materially during the year, in 
pect to the relative proportion of all their imme- 
tcuneans and liabilities, but in several other re- 

's the chanyes have been essential. One por- 
tion of the new returns which hare been procured, 


is dated near the Ist of January, 1837, a few 
months before the suspension of specie payments, 


and another portion, classed se parately, is dated a 
few months subsequent to the sas pension. Within 
that time the whole discounts appear tohave beer 
reduced anly about rerenty millions of dollars, still 
being over five hundred millions, ‘The nett or ac- 
tive cirentation of bank paser is supposed to have 
been curtailed but sixteen or seyenteen millions, 
leaving over ninety-nine millions, The deposites 
have been lessened thirty-six, but they are still in 
the large amount of ninety-three millions of dol? 
Jars, and the specie on hand has decreased more 


y cie payments in different 
quarters of ‘the’ , as Well as on the different 
exertions which have been made to resume them. 
From its contents, the unreasonableness mentioned 
in September last seems still more apparent of ex- 
pecting the exertions’ of many, and -the duties of 
the whole; to wait in “these respects'on the means 
of convenience of à few. ` ` 
These returns exhibit some improvement in the 
| affairs of the batiks in the aggregate, as the sources 
; Of much of the currency. “But they furnish at the 
; Same time new confirmation of the great excesses 
in issues, which in some places, notwithstanding 
numerous cautions, had before been indulged in. 
| They show, too, that the whole reducticn in the 
active circulation, had notat their dates, eqnalled 
` by nearly twenty millions the amount which, as 
; long ago’as last December, it was computed by 
. this Department would be required to restore the pa- 
, ber currency generally to a safe basis, and. make it, 
i with the specie in actual use, bear a just propor- 
tion to the real wants of the community. ` But the 
; continued reduction in cireulation and deposites 
| which, since August, has probably been persisted in 
by several of the banks, must, if effected in the 
most judicious course, by a-curtailment of their 
i discounts, have served, by this time, to place those 
< institutions in a more eligible condition to resume 
specie payments. Where this reduction has been 
accompanied by any considerable increase rather 
© than ‘diminution of specie, the ability to resume, 
| and with proper restrictions and care hereafter to 
sustain, specie payments must approach very near 
| the point requisite to insure public confidence. 
Because the rate of foreign exchange has been so 
far reduced, as to be near the real par in specie, 
` and seldom to permit the export of it to advantage, 
; and the liabilities of the banks to the Government, 
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which otherwise might press upon them in ease of 
a resumption, are in most cases either discharged, 
: or in a train of postponement, or inconsiderable in 
: amount, i ~ 

. The recent imports and exports of specie have 
_ an important bearing in forming a correct opinion 
“ on these qnestions. The imports appearing on the 
custom-house hooks have, during the year ending 
September 30, 1837, been ascertained by the 
weekly returns to be $10,954,332; while the ex- 
ports during the same period have been only 
$6,714,990. Other returns, when all received, 
may slightly difer. Undoubtedly the whole actual 
imports and exports, whether on the books or not, 
have exceeded these amounts; and though the ex- 
cess has. probably been greater on the part of the 
exports, yet these last cannot safely be computed 
to have gone beyond the imports. 

The invariable laws that govern trade and. the 
enrrency have thus indicated a healthier condition 
of our system than would otherwise be inferred 
from the general and protracted suspension of spe- 
cie payments by most of the banking institutions. 

The addition of about forty-five millions of spe- 
cie, which, within four years past, has been made 
to the quantity that was before in the United States, 
may have enabled persons to increase bank capital 
and bank issues in places where. the restrictions on 
the latter were loose. But that the natural ten- 
dency of it, as supposed by some, has been to 
derange the currency, as well as the commerce, 
mot only of these States, but of Europe, is an 
opinion that cannot have much foundation in aay 
safe principle of political economy, when it is con- 
sidered that the. currency of Europe, in specie 
alone, is computed to exceed eleven hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, and of the world, to be nearly 
two thousand milions, and its gold and silver, in 
various uses, to equa! from five to seven thousand 
millions. It is worthy of notice, also, that the 
addition of specie above mentioned, though large 
compared with the amount previously possessed, 
has hardiy equalled the nett profits on the si«gls 
article of cotton shipped from this country in the 
years 1835 and ’36. l 

But whatever obstacles may: still exist to a gene- 


“pal resumption of specie payments, few-can doubt 
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that as‘early an’one as can be sustained is urgently 


| demanded: by the strongest obligations of morals 


and law; by justice to the public creditors, consist- 
ing of numerous contractors, mechanics, laborers 
and pensioners, as well as officers; and by all the 
true interests of the people, whether in private af- 
fairs or in the concerns of their Government. In 
both are their. interests m this respect inseparably 
connected; and in both, do they severely suffer by 
depreciated paper—as the tax thas imposed finally 
réaches the community in either case, and usually 
in a ratio quite equal to the rate of discount on the 
paper below specie.. The powers of the General 
Government to hasten such a resumption are cir- 
cumscribed to the use of some constitutional author- 
ity of a restrictive or penal character, such as tax- 
ation, or a bankrapt law when the suspension ap- 
peais in itsorigin or long continuance to be clearly 
unjustifiable; or, when otherwise, to the furnishing 
of some incidental aid in the exercise of other rights. 
The latter course is the only one, which, during the 
present suspension, it has yet appeared proper to 
adopt. ‘In pursrance of it, the mode of making 
most of the public payments since May last; the 
manner in which the July instalment was placed 
with the States; the delay granted for more than a 
year in paying the fourth one, giving thereby a tem- 
porary aid, as substantial to several of the banks as 
to the Treasury, and the liberal indulgence offered 
to them, for the balances still due to the United 
States, were all measures of relief, and have contri- 
buted to strengthen their immediate means for the 
resumption of specie payments. Beyond such in- 
cidental aid to some of the banks, with which may 
have existed fiscal connections, not generally equal- 
ing one twentieth of the whole number, itis doubt- 
ful whether the General Government, however s1- 
licitous to see that object accomplished, would be 
able, constitutionally, to provide any special assis- 
tance in effecting it. Tt must be manifest to all who 
examine the subject dispassionately, that cither the 
possession by a few banks of. the usual small 
amount of public deposites, liable at any time to be 
recalled, or the receipt of their bills for public dues 
when redeemed in specie cn demand, and trequent- 
ly presented for that purpose, must often be a check 
rather than an aid—and prove of doubtful advan- 
tage in promoting a resumption among the whole 
number. It must be equally manifest, that the 
chief reliance of banks to perform their legal obli- 
gations, must, like that of individuals, always be 
placed on their own resources. 

The highest considerations require that these 
should be regulated by all suitable legislative re- 
straints, and employed with foresight, moderation, 
and the strongest sense of justice to the public, to 
sustain on a par with specie the currency they 
issue, and which, except on the condition it should 
be thus sustained, the public would never have 
confided to. them a power almost sovereign to 
create. 

It has been a source of some inconvenience, 
under the existing laws, that none of the banks 
have resumed specie payments since the late ses- 
sion, which are known to be willing and compe- 
tent, under all the provisions of the deposite act, to 
be selected as fiscal agents. Several, which are 
paying specie, have expressly declined taking the 
public money, under those provisions. The mode 
of keeping itis, therefore, imperfect without fur- 
ther legislation. Every exertion within the powers 
now ex:stiig has been made to increase the security 
of it; and the department has for several months 
been enabled, by unremitted attention, to conduct 
successfully the temporary arrangements which 
are in force for that purpose. But till Congress 
shail sanction some new system, or revive the 
whole of the old one in force before 1836, or till 
specie payments are resumed, and the deposite 
act materially amended, these arrangements must 
be greatly enlarged by doubtful constructions, or 
remain exposed to several. of the inconveniences 
incident to all these plans, without some of the 
remedial powers and advantages of cither. 

On the praciicability of keeping the public money 
under new legislative provis:ons, without using 
bani at all as fiscal agents, the views of this de- 
partment have been so recently explained, as to 
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render à repetition of them unnecessary.. It was 
the endeaver of the undersigned to, present with 
impartiality the advantages and disadvantages of 
both systems; to. show the expediency, if not the 
necessity, of the new one, in the existing unfor- 
tunate attitude of most of the banks; and to leave 
the result, where it is now left, to the superior 
wisdom of Congress. 

A similar course was. pursued in respect to the 
kind of money to be received for public dues, which 
he regarded, and still considers, a question entirely 
distinct, though often viewed by others as insepa- 
rable. i 

While offering reasons why bank paper was oc- 
casionally more convenient than coin as a curren- 
cy for the large and distant purposes of ccmmerce, 
and why the exclusive use of coin for all kinds of 
payments could not at present be introduced, and 
might never be desirable,—it was insisted, that so 
far as it should be employed in public affairs, and 
with whatever limitations as to lime or amount, 
care must be exercised to adhere to the spirit of 
the Constitution and the first principles of political 
economy, by always requiring it, when and where 
taken, to be equivalent in value to specie. 

This opinion was not ecnceived in any hostility 
to the true principles of credit, or to banking insti- 
tutions duly regulated, or to a sound currency for 
the people.. On the contrary, it is supposed to fa- 
vor thein ali, and to be indispensable to uphold the 
true standard of value for property and labor 
throughout the country, to sustain the just obliga- 
tion of contracts, and, ina pecuniary view, pre- 
serve the real worth of all private as well as pub- 
lie rights. 

The ensuing session will, by its length, probably 
afford ample time to place our whole financial 
system on a proper basis, Nothing new will be 
required, except such measures as are rendered ne- 
cessary to its efliciency, by the changes which have 
arisen from the finai discharge of the national 
debt, and by the more fluctuating character of the 
receipts and expenditures, as well as by the recen 
suspension of specie payments on the part of 
most of the deposite banics. ; 

The undersigned, feeling a deep conviction that 
the fiscal affairs of the Government cannot here- 
after, under any system, be managed with such 
facility and vigor as the public service requires, 
without adopting several legal provisions heretolore 
recommended, hopes to be excused for briefly invi- 
ting the attention of Congress once more toa few 
of them. : 

First. That a contingent authority be given to 
some appropriate officer, to invest safely any con- 
siderable surpluses which shall casually occur in 
the receipts beyond the expenditures, and to dis- 
pose of such investments when deficiencies may 
happen which require it, 

Second. That a limited power be granted to issue 
Treasury notes for mere temporary purposes, in 
case of deficiencies, when no such surpluses. exist, 
and to redeem them as excesses may happen. Be- 
side other obvious reasons in favor of such a pro- 
vision, it would enable the Department to adminis- 
ter the finanees with at least two or three millions 
less in the Treasury at any one time than would 
otherwise be necessary. In fixing the system on a 
durable basis, the grant of both these pawers seems 
expedient, as a provident arrangement, whatever 
course may at any fure time be pursued in regard 
to the recall of the present large deposites placed 
by the General Government with the States. 

Third. That the additional duties of general de- 
positories be imposed on all receivers and collec- 
tors of public money, and on the Mint and its 
branches, as well as the ‘Treasurer at the seat of 
Government, under such regulations, in respect to 
disbursements and transfers, as have before been 
indicated. This change might judiciously include 
an authority to employ separate depositories, special 
or general, individual or corporate, nader the cir- 
cumstances and responsibilities saggested at the 
late session, if the amount in possession of any col- 
lecting officer should generally exceed what is well- 
secured by official bonds. 

Whether these provisions be, in the discretion of 
Congress, left- to constitute the whole system of 
keeping and disbursing the public money, or only.a 
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part of it, they form a change which would un- 
doubtedly be very salutary. 

Fourth. That permission be given to receive 
payment in advance for the public lands, at such 
places as this Department may appoint, for the con- 
veniense of both the Treasury and the community. 

Fifth. The extension ofthe warehouse system, in 
connection with requiring aH daties on imports to 
be paid when the goods are taken out for consump 
tion, is another change which, though less urgent in 
some points of view, is very desirable in respect to 
the collection and security of the most important 
portion of the public revenue. In the consideratior 
of these propositions, the present condition of the 
finances and of the country is a circumstance of 
the first and most decisive importance. We are 
without noy national debt to absorb and regulate 
surpluses, or any adequate supply of banking ia- 
stitutions which provide a sound currency forge- 
neral purposes by paying specie on demand, or 
which are in a situation fally to command confi- 
dence, for keeping, disbursing, and transferring the 
public funds in a satisfactory manner. It will not, 
then, be a matter of surprise, thai the undersigned, 
feeling daily and most sensibly the difticulties, as 
well as great responsibility, of conducting the con- 
cerns of the Treasury without the adoption. of these 
measures, should press them upon the earliest con- 
sideration of Congress, with an earnestness and 
perseverance that might otherwise not appear jus- 
tifable. 


8. Several miscellaneous matters. 

Occasion will be taken during the session to pre- 
sent separate reports concerning the M 
Land Ofice, and some other subjects under the 
gencral superintendence of this department, 

A. revision of the namber and compensation of 
custom-house oliecrs has for some years received 
the attention of Congress. 

The public welfare, as well as equal justice to 
various incumbents, appears urgently to require 
further legislation upon this subject at the first 
practicable opportunity. 

The recent law, postponing the payment of du- 
ties, has for some time deprived several of those 
officers of a great part of their compensation, and 
new legislation is required not only for temporary 
relief, but to remunerate the losses which must 
happen in many instances in case of death, resig- 
nation or expiration of office. 

The reorganization of the Treasury Department, 
so as lo empower one of the present Comptrollers 
to act solely in the capacity of Commissioner of 
the Customs, devolving on him, also, all the other 
appropriate business of the marine hospitals, reve- 
nue eutters, and light-house establishments, was on 
a lormer occasion recommended, and is stil! con- 
sidered by the undersigned a measure very desery- 
ing of attention. 

Considerable progress has been made in the in- 
teresting subjects of the survey of the coast, and 
ihe preparation of standard weights and measures 
for the several States, as well as for the United 
States. It will be fully explained in special com- 
munications. 

Some further authority to sell or apportion the 
Spanish inscriptions, which belong to the claimants 
under the treaty of indemnity, is desirable, as the 
payments on them seem exposed to considerable 
deiay. Itis gratifying to be able to communicate 
the fact, that, under the French treaty, in addition 
to what has heretofore been paid to the claimants 
on the first four instalments, another sum for inte- 
rest, amounting to one milion and twenty-two 
thousand one hundred and eighty-five franes, hes 
probably been paid, which will be apportioned 
among them as soon as it can be remitted to this 
country. 

Several resolutions of one or the other {Touse of 
Congress, calling on the Department for special 
information to be submitted at the present session, 
have received carefu] attention. 

Tie most important of them are such as relate 
toa system of telecraphs—to the proper sites for 
more light-houses on a part of the Atlantic coast— 
the plans most suitable for several marine hospitals 
—ihe defaults unadjusted of all collecting and de- 
posite agenis since the foundation of the Govern- 
ment, and copies of the returns of specie and bank 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


paper from the land offices and public depositories 
since the adoption of the Specie circular. These 
are all ready to be reported on at an early day. 

This Department, by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, has also, for some years, heen 
engaged in procuring, through the Franklin Institute, 
a series of experiments to be made on the strength 
of the materials employed in steam-boilers, and the 
best methods of preventing explosions. Several 
able communications concerning these matters have 
been made by the Institute, and were heretofore 
submitted to Congress. 

A final report on the whole subject has been 
completed since the last annual session, and a 
printed copy of it for each member will be laid be- 
fore the House in a few days. An anxious hope 
is felt that the great care evinced by the Institute 
in an inquiry so momentous to the security of pro- 
perty and life, and guided by all the lights of science, 
will noi have been so long devoted in vain, but 
will load to useful legislation by the General Go- 
vernment, as well as the State Legislatures. The 
increased and increasing importance of the subject 
must be offered as an apology for the earnestness 
with which its carly consideration is again pressed. 

The disasters of the past year have been so fre- 
quent and appalling, that they seem to call with 
more urgency than usual for the passage of laws 
the most rigid, and, in some respects, penal. Their 
provisions might well be directed to ensure proper 
strength in the original materials for the boilers ; 
to provide the best securities for the safe construc- 
tion of both them and the vessels; and to exact, by 
exemplary punishments, vigilance and promptitude 
in the adoption of all approved safeguards against 
the calamities of explosions, contlagrations, and 
wrecks. When we advert to the extensive sea 
coast, the large lakes, and numerous rivers within 
our jurisdiction, which are covered with machinery 
propelled by a power so vast, either for good or 
evil, it mast be obvious that the consideration and 
due disposal of these questions at an. early day are 
important, not only to the preservation of much 
property, buf to public tranquillity and the cause 
of humanity. 

Respectfully submitted. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasu y. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
Vice President of the United States 
and President of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. KNIGHT, the report was laid 
on the table, and fifteen hundred additional copies 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Treasurey’s office, in relation 
to the accounts of the General Post Office. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, stating the passage of a joint resolve 
in relation tv the election of Chaplains for the pre- 
sent session; Which was, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, laid on the table, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Dec. 6, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, 

Resolved, ‘That two Chaplains of different deno- 
minations be appointed for the present session—the 
one by the Senate, and the other by this House; to 
interchange weekly. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 

I, A communicauon from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, being the annual report on the state of 
the finances; which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, was laid on the table, and 10,000 copies 
ordered to be printed. 

I. A communication from the same, containing 
a statement showing the number and names of the 
banks employed as depositorics of the public mo- 
ney, logether with their condition, the amount of 
public money deposited in them, ete.; which, on 
motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was laid gp the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

HI. A statement from the same, of the receipts 
and expenditures of the United States for the past 


<= 
year; which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was laid, 
on the table. ; 

4. A communication from the Clerk of the 
House, transmitting a statement of the annual ex. 
penditures out of the contingent fund of the Hous 
of Representatives; which, on motion of Mr. 
GRENNELL, was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

5. A communication from the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the 
accounts unsettled, or on which balances remain. 
due, more than three years prior to September, 
1837, on the books of the Second Anditor of ‘the 
Treasury; which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLE. 
SEY of Ohio, was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

6. A communication from the Treasurer of the 
United States, in compliance with the provisions of 
the act of 1789, establishing the Treasury Departs 
ment, containing accurate copies of all accounts by 
him, from time to time, settled with the accounting 
officers of the Treasury for the past year; which, 
on motion of the same gentleman, was similarly 
disposed of. 

7. A communication from the Treasurer of the 
United States, transmitting a statement of the ac- 
counts of the Treasury so far as regards the Post 
Office Department; which was also laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRAIG submitted a resolution providing for 
the election of a Chaplain to the House on Mon- 
day next, for the present session of Congress, 
which, by general consent, lies over. 

FOURTH INSTALMENT. 

Mr. SNYDER submitted the following, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill providing for 
the repeal of so much of the act entitled “ An act 
to postpene the fourth instalment of deposite with 
the States,” as postpones the payment of the same 
until the first of January, 1839; and that they re- 
port a bill to provide for the immediate payment 
of the same. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 
On motion of Mr. BIDDLE, it was ; 
Resolved, That there be reprinted for the use of 
the House, the Message of the President of the 
United States of 18th January, 1825, on the sub- 
ject of the national armory on the Western waters, 
with the accompanying documents. 


FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. MAURY submitted the following, which 
lies over one day: a 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, directed to communicate to this House 
copies of such documents on file in his office as 
may have relation to the claims for compensation 
of the company or companies of volunteers, 
mounted men, who, in cenformity with the procla- 
mation of the Governor of Tennessee, issued under 
the authority of a requisition from General Gaines, 
organized and equipped themselves for the Florida 
campaign, but who were not mustered into the 
service of the United States. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
communicate to this House the causes which have 
delayed the sailing of the South Sea Surveying and 
Exploring Expedition; and also to cause to be laid 
before Congress all the documents and correspone 
dence within the control of the Navy Department, 
calculated to inform this House of the true causes 
of the delay. 

Which, under the rule, lies over one day. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 

The order offered by Mr. WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, on Monday, for the appointment of the stand- 
ing committees of the House coming up— 

Mr. EVERETT moved to postpone it till to- 
morrow, and gave, asa reason for the motion, his 
desire to have a more full Fiouse, many valuable 
members being at present absent, and his impres- 
sion being that the absentees would be excluded 
from being placed on the committees. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY wished the sense of thè 
House taken on that point, and he propounded an 
inquiry to the Chair in relation to it. 


that he-had-no -power, un- 
former practice, to appoint 
mamittee who-might be absent. 
xpressed a hope thatthe 
ereafter, so that-the pub- 
sted by so. much :delay at 
it of every session. >i i 

nostpone:the further consideration 


f the order tlk 
em. dis. 


<- C MENDMENT OF RULES. 
The House then:took up the following, submit- 
ed by Mr. UNDERWOOD, ‘on’ Monday last, as 
n additional rule of the House. . 

“Tt shall'also be the duty of the Clerk to. cóm- 
ile a separate journal of the yeas and nays in such 
antier as to exhibit the questions decided, and the 
‘ote of each member; and at the end of every ses- 
-Sion he shall cause to be printed as many copies 
hereof as will be sufficient to furnish one copy for 
every thousand free male inhabitants above the 

ge of twenty-one years in the United: States, the 
tt: number of such free males to be determined by the 
lerk from the latest” statistical. information; and 
e shall distribute such copies among the Exeeu- 


‘lative number of such free males in each State.” 

| After some reviarks from Messrs. UNDER- 
WOOD, HAYNES, CRAIG, and HAMER, it was 
fy laid on the table, on motion of’ the last gentleman. 

i FLORIDA WAR, 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. UN- 
ERWOOD, on Monday last, was then taken up: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before Congress copies of all orders and in- 
structions given to the commander in chief of the 
orce in Florida, authorizing him to raise troops or 
ò call into service any portion of the militia, or to 
ccept the services of volunteers for the purpose of 
‘surpressing Indian hostilities, and that said Seere- 
‘tary report what measures, if any, have been adop- 

d to enlist and procure the services of other Indian 

warriors to fight against the Seminoles, the number 
f Indians so enlisted or taken into service of the 
United States, the tribes to which they respectively be- 
long, the length of time they have been engaged to 
serve, and the amount of pay. promised them; and 
that the said Secretary also report the number of 
troops of all classes engaged and called into service 
j for the purpose of prosecuting the war in Florida 
at the present time, 

Mr. BRIGGS offered the following amendment; 
which Mr. Unpsrwoop accepted as a modification: 
“The amount of money expended, and. the whole 
number of troops employed ‘since the commence- 
ment of the war.” 

The resolution, so modified, was then agreed to, 
nem. dis. 


. . WESTERN ARMORY. 

Mr. CARTER asked. leave to submita resolu- 
tion referring that poction of the President’s mes- 
sage relating to the establishment. of. a. Western 
Armory, toa select committee, and that said com- 
mittee be instructed to report by bill or otherwise. 

The CHAIR ruled it-out of order, as the whole 
Message had already: been.referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on. the state of the Union, where- 
in, when the House went into committee, the mo- 
tion would be in order, : 

i Mr. CARTER accordingly withdrew it. 
j On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tauaspay, December 7, 1837. 

The Chair, in accordance with. the passage of 
the resolution of yesterday, announced the following 
as the slandmg committees of the Senate for the 
present session: 

On Foreign Relations.--Messrs. Buchanan, Tall- 
madge, Clay of Kentucky, Rives, aad King. 

On Finance.—Messrs. Wright, Webster, Nicho- 
las, Benton, and Hubbard. . 

On Commerce.—Messrs. King of Alabama, Davis, 


a 


ifacturés.—Messrs. Niles, Buchanan, 


Preston, Strange, and: Pierce. 


Ag-morrow was then agreed to, 


ves of the several States, in proportion to the re-. 


On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Linn, Sevier, 
Bayard, Martin, and Lyon. : 

+ On Post. Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. Robin- 
son; Grundy, Knight, Brown, and Niles. 

On Claims.—Messrs. Hubbard, Tipten, Critten- 
den, Spence, and Young. 

On Revolutzonary Claims.—--Messrs. Brown, 
White, Crittenden, Norvell, and- Smith of Con- 
necticut. 

n the Judteiary—-Messrs. Grundy, Morris, 
Wall, Clayton, and Strange. 

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Rives, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Cuthbert, and Williams. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Smith of Connecticut, 


Spence, Linn, McKean, and Black. 


On Military Affairs —Messrs. Benton, Preston, 
Tipton, Wall, and Allen. 

On Militia.—Messrs. Wall, Swift, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Mouton, and Smith of Indiana. 

On Patents and Patent Office —Messrs. Ruggles, 
Strange, Davis, Prentiss, and Robinson. 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Tipton, McKean, 
Nicholas, Young, and Lyon. 

On Pensions.—Messrs. Morris, Prentiss, Pierce, 
Roane, and Wiliams. 

On the District of Colambia—Messrs. Roane, 
Williams, Nicholas, Spence, and Bayard. 

To audit and control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate.—Mesars. McKean, Fulton, and Black. 

On Engrossed Bills. —Messrs. Clay of Alabama, 
Smith of indiana, and Norvell. 

Reports from. the President and Secretaries of 
State, War, and Navy were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
sundry merchants of the city of New York, pray- 
ing for remission of daties on goods destroyed at the 
late fire: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition from Daniel Redfield, praying 


remuneration for a sloop destroyed in the Revolu- . 


tionary war: referred to the Committe on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying the erection of a 
custom-house: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Indiana, residing on. the public lands, 
praying Congress to pass a law granting pre-emp- 
tion rights: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, 

Also, a memorial from Isaac Bates, praying a 
pension for military services: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial from the Mount Carmel Rail- 
road Company: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented several memorials; 
which were referred to appropriate commitiees. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented. a petition from 
Robert Beverly, President of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, preying an extension of charter solely 
to wind up. its affairs, and for no other purpose: 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. ; 

Also, a memorial from Richard H. Harrison, 
late First. Auditor of the Treasury, praying re- 
muueration for moneys expended for the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from Capt. 
John H. Hall, praying compensation for his im- 
provement in fire arms: referred to the Committee 
on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to repeal 
so much of the act of the 2d of July, 1836, and of 
all other laws, as authorize the Postmaster General 
to establish an express mail in addition to the 
ordinary mail. : 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that he would, on 
io-morrrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to provide 
for issuing patents for ¢ertain lands at Green Bay, 
Wisecusin ‘Territory; also a bill, in addition to the 
act supplementary to.the-act, to. amend the judicial 
system of the United States; eee : 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on-Commeree be 


: On Public Lands.—Messrs. Walker, Fulton, Clay 
|| of Alabama, Allen, and Prentiss. 
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instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing poris of entry at the cities of ‘Vicksburg 
and Grand Guif, in the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. PRENTISS obtained leave to introduce a 
bill fur the relief of Elisha Town; which. was twice 
read, and referred to the Commitiee on Finance. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks 
and Thadeus Fairbanks; which was twice read, 
and referred to the same committee. ; 

Mr. HUBBARD said he presented two petitions 


last session from Lieutenants Ridgeway and Long, 


in relation to increase of pay, which he now moved 
to have referred to the Committee on Naval A fairs: 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER, in corepliance with his notice, 
of yesterday, obtained leave to bring in ; 

A bill to allow the States to tax the lands sold by 
the United States; 

A. bill to graduate the price of public lands, 

A bill to relinguish the 16th section for school 
proposes, and to allow the selection of other lands. 

‘These bills were twice read, and referred.to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow introduce a bill to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause the public ves- 
sels to cruise upon the coast, and relieve coasting 
and other vessels. > 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act of July, 1836, granting pensions to 
widows in certain cases, so as to have the benefit of 
the act extend to all persons whose marriage took: 
place at any time before the close of the Revolu- 
tion, and who may have since become. widows, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was, : 

Resolved, That the Committeé on Pensions be in- 
strucled to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the acts of Congress, granting pensions for disa~ 
bilities incurred during the wer of the Revolution, 
and during the last war, so as to have the pensions of 
invalids commence atthe time their disabilities were 
received. 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing for the publication of 
maps, showing the post offices and post roads in 
the United States, and that the papers now on the 
files of the Senate relative thereto be referred to 
the said com mittee. 


On motion of Mr. SMITIT of Indiana, it was 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be ih- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act supplementary to the act enti- 
tled “An act to amend the judicial system of 
the United States,” as to provide that the circuit 
court for the seventh circuit be held hereafter at 
Indianapolis, in the State of. Indiana, on. the first 
Monday in June and December in each year. 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented a memorial 
from the Nasketa Railroad Company; praying a 
grant of land to aid in the construction of said. 
road; referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals. 

Mr. KING also presented the memorial of 8. 
H. Thompson, praying remuneration for the cap- 
tore and detention of his ship, the Argo, by the 
officers of the United States on the New Orleans 
station; the circumstances connected with which 
he briefly explained, and moved ils reference to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. : 

Mr. KINIGHT introduced a bill allowing draw- 
back on cordage manufactured ftom foreign hemp; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN introdaced a bill to explain 
and amend the fifth section of the act of June 
1834, for the better omanization of the marine 
corps; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

So much. of the: President's Message as related 
to the different subjects embraced therein was re~ 


` ferred to the appropriate committees. 


The joint resolve from the House of Representa- 
tiyés was taken up and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
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ceeded to the election of Chaplain, when there 
appeared for 


Mr. Slicer - - - 26 
BEES a - 1 

O. B. Brown - - ił 
Dalla - å PU: i 
McCulloch - - 1 


elected. 
Kentucky, the 


So Mr. Slicer was declared duly 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, of 
Senate adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay, December 7, 1837. 

Mr. McKENNAN, on leave, offered the follow- 
ing rescluuion, which, under the rule, lies over one 
day for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this Honse a plan for the erection of 
fences or guard-posts where they may be necessary 
for the sa‘ety of the travel on the National road 
from Cumberland to Wheeling, accompanied with 
au estimate of the expense m making the improve- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, five thousand extra 
copies of the Report or the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury in relation to the deposite banks were ordered 
to be printed for the use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, it was resolved that, 
when the Honse adjourn this day, it adjourn to 
meet cn Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Clerk was 
ordered to procure a new clock for the hall. 

The SPEAKER luid before the House, 

1, A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, being a report prepared m answer to a 
resolution of the House on the subject of steam- 
boat boilers, which, on motion of Mr. E. WHIT- 
TLESEY, was laid on the table. 

2. From the Seeretary of War, a communica- 
tion, in pursuance of the act of 1836, containing 
a statement of the expenditures out of the coatin- 
gent fund of the War Department; which was also 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. A similar communication from the Secretary 
of State, which was disposed of in the same way. 

The following Message in writing was received 
from the President of the United States by tne 
hands of his private Secretary, Apranam Van 
Buren, Esq. 

Wasnrneron, December 5, 1837. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, exhibiting a transfer of appropria- 
tion that has been made in that Department, in pur- 
suance of the power vested in the President, by 
the Ist section of the act of Congress of the 3d of 
March, 1809, entitled “An act farther to amend 
the several acts for the establishment and regula- 
tion of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

The Message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. CAMBRELENG, laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The resolution offered by Mr. WHITTLESEY 
of Ohio, on Monday last, ordering the appointment 
of the standing commitices of the House, was taken 
up and agreed to. 

Mr. HAYNES moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of taking up and re- 
ferring the President’s Message. 

Mr. BELL inquired if it was not altogether un- 
usual to do this before the committees had been an- 
nounced? He should like first to see their com- 
plexion. 

Mr. HAYNES explained his object to be to ac- 
celerate business. 

Ms. BELL hoped it would not be pressed then. 

Mr. HAYNES left the motion at the disposition 
of the Elonse 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, inquired if there 
had ever been an instance of the Hlouse going into 
committee on the President's Message till after the 
appointment of the standing committees? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that the gentle- 
man from Georgia have his resolution printed, 
asa notice of a moiion to submit hereafter. 

Mr. HAYNES assented, and made that motion, 
which was agreed to by the House. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. MAURY, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House copies of such docu- 
ments on file in his office as may have relation to 
the claims for compensation of the company or 
companies of volunteer mounted men, who, in 
conformity with the proclamation of the Governor 
of Tennessee, issued under the authority of a re- 
quisition from General Gaines, organized and 
equipped themselves for the Florida campaign, but 
who were not mustered into the service of the 
United States. : 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

The following resolution, also offered yesterday, 

by Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, was then taken 
up. 
P resolved, That the President of the United States 
communicate to this House the causes which have 
delayed the sailing of the South Sea Surveying and 
Exploring Expedition; and also cause to be laid 
before Congress all the documents and correspon- 
dence within the control of the Navy Department, 
calculated to inform this rouse of the true causes 
cf this delay. 

Mr. J. medified his resolution by the following 
substituie, which was considered and agreed to by 
the Honse. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
communicate to this House the causes which have 
delayed the outfit and preparation of the South Sea 
Surveying and Exploring Expedition, required by 
the act of Congress of May, 1836, making appro- 
priation for the naval service. And also that the 
President cause to be furnished copies of all letters, 
documents and communications, which ha ve passed 
between the Secretary of the Navv, the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy Board, the officers appointed 
to the chief command, and of all other ofhcers or 
persons, relative to all matters connected with the 
preparation, outfit and sailing ef the said expedi- 
tion. And that the President also communicate to 
this House the causes which now delay the sailing 
of the expedition. 

On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monvay, December 11, 1837. 

Messrs. BAYARD, RUGGLES, and SPENCE, 
appeared and took their seats. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved that the Cram appoint a 
committee of three members to direct the expendi- 
ture of the money appropriated for the Library of 
Congress, in conformity with the joint resolution 
passed at the last session of Congress. 

Messrs. ROBBINS, ALLEN, and WALL, were 
accordingly appointed. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. ROANE, WALL, SMITA of Indiana, 
PRENTISS, WRIGHT, CLAYTON, KING of 
Alabama, TIPTON, YOUNG, BAYARD, LYON, 
and others; and referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Tilinois, praying right of pre-emption 
to the lands on which they reside, and relief from 
the encroachments of certain Polish exiles and 
their agents: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, soliciting that all execu- 
tions ordered under the laws of the United States, 
be directed to take place in the prison vards, as 
required by the laws of Pennsylvania. Mr. McK. 
made some allusion to the collection of idle and 
dissolute persons, which the disgusting exhibition 
of public executions never failed to attract, and 
mantained that they were without that salutary 
effect upon the publie morals which had been at- 
tributed to them, as might easily be shown from the 
excesses which had been committed at places of 
public execution in this country. 

Mr. McK. moved the reference of this memorial 
to the Committee on the Jndiciary, and that it be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 
Silas M. Stilwell, a citizen of New York, in rela- 
tion to the abolishment of imprisonment for debt 
in the United States. Mr. T. said the petitioner in 


this case was a gentleman of standing, and. hat: 
been for many years a member of the Legislature 
of that State; in fact, he believed, at the very time: 
the odious system of imprisonment for debt. had. 
been abandoned. ‘Notwithstanding this, the ano." 
maly has existed of persons being imprisoned ‘for 
debt under the Jaws of the United States, which’: 
laws infringed en the personal libexty of the citis 
zens of New York, in violation of the express will 
of the State. The just and humane enactment of: 
the Legislature had been rendered a mere nullity, 
because persons from other ‘States had the privi- 
lege of bringing their suits in the United States. 
courts; indeed, there had been instances of persons 
retdoving frorn the State of New York in order to 
acquire a residence in another State, for the very 
purpose of availing themselves of the United 
States courts. Mr. T. said what the petitioner des 
sired, was an entire abolishment of the odious 
practice; but if so enlightened a body as Congress 
should not agree with his views, he (she petitioner) 
prayed that it would at least so far acquiesce, as 
to make the United Siates laws conform with the 
laws of those States wherein imprisonment for 
debt was abolished. This petition was referred to 
ihe Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be | 
instructed to inquire into the condition of the cur- 
rency of the District of Columbia, and to report 
such bills as they may deem necessary to improve 
the condition thereof in said District. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the District Judge of the 
Eastern District of Virgina. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, two memorials 
from the Legislature of Mississippi, preseuted by 
him at the last session, were taken from ihe files, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Otice 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS asked leave to introduce a bill au- - 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
direct the public vessels to cruise on the coast due 
ring the winterseason, for the purpose ef relieving 
distressed seamen, &c. Mr. D. said he gave no- 
lice, he believed, at the cluse of the last session, 
that he would, at an early period of the present 
one, ask leave to introduce such a bill. As the 
present season was already so far advanced, an 
early action on the bill would be obvious to the 
minds of all those who looked to the great loss of 
rroperty and sacrifice of human life, to which the 
Northern coast of this country was subject during 
the winter. Mr. D, explained that vessels from 
Europe, at this season of the year, had to encoun 
ter adverse winds, which not unfrequently detained 
them until they were short of provisions, which to- 
gether with the extreme cold, so far impaired the 
physical energies of the crew, as to oftentimes 
lead to the loss of property, and the still more là- 
mentable loss of human lite. The object of the 
present bill, was to cause the public vessels te 
cruise on the coast, for the purpose of affording to 
the distressed mariner the relief he might need. 
Mr. D. telt that the bill would meet the hearty co 
operation of the citizens of this country, as he knew 
it would of the gallant officers of our Navy, who 
were ready at all times to lead their aidin the re- 
lief of suffering humanity. Leave having been 
granted, this bill was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN obtained leave to introdues 
a bill in relation to suppressing the Express Mail; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL obiained leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the bil! relating to the judicial system of 
the United States; which was twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LYON introduced a bill creating an addi- 
tional land office in Michigan; which was twice 
read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a bill granting to the county of Kalama- 
z00, Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a quar 
ter section of land, and for other purposes. 
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Also; a- bH authorizing the issuing-of patents for- 
lands:on Green Bay; Wisconsin Territory; twice: 
read, and. referred: tothe Committee: on: Private 
Land Claims... nee pias 

Also, the petition of Susan Johnston, and the 
heirs of John Johnstoti, praying Congress to confirm 
his claim, reported upon favorably by the board of 
land commissioners at, Detroit, for-two tracts. of 
land at the Sault Ste: Marie, in the State .of Mi- 
chigan. : 2 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered a resolution in re-~ 
tion to obtaining from the Postmaster General Cers 
tain information of the cost of the Express Mail — 

This resolution having been read— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought it might im- 
prove the value of the information if the resolution 
was made. to discriminate between the amount re- 
ceived from the Government, as he understood 
some considerable portion of the revenue arising 
from this mail was derived from that source: 

‘Mr. GRUNDY said he believed there was a pro- 
position to extend the Express Mail far beyond 
its present limits. If the ‘object of the resolution 
was to inquire the whole cost, he thought the reso- 
lution should take a wider range. At present, the 
mail was carried only through. the tnost. populous 
parts of the country; and if the veceipts and expen- 
~ ditures of that part alone were considered, we might 
be led intogreat error. All he wished was to act 
understandingly on the whole subject; and: he 
thought if the resolution were made to embrace the 
probabie cost of the proposed extension, and upon 
what routes the mail was now carried, the object 
would be effected, l 

These suggestions having been admitted, the re- 
solution was adopted, and reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster. General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of postage 
which has accrued from the Express Mail since its 
first establishment under the act of 1836, discrimi- 
muting between that portion of it paid by the Go- 
vernmeni, or any department or officer thereof, and 
that paid by private Individuals; and to report also 

` the total amount of cost or expense. incurred by 
“the Government in the. establishment and mainte- 

nance of the said Express. Mail from its origin, and 
alse to report what will be the annual cost of said 
establishment as. it now exists, and according to 
existing contracts and arrangements; and also what 
will be the probable coat of the proposed extension 
not yet contacted for, and upon what rortes the 
said mail is now earried. ` 

On motion of Mr. TTUBBARD, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instvucted to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing to the heirs of Dr, Nathan Babbit, late 
of New Hampshire, deceased, the pay due to’ said 
deceased, for his services, as a Surgeon’s. mate, in 
the army of the Revohition, from the 7th day. of 
Joly 1778, to the: first day of December in said 
year. : 

Mr. HUBBARD also. moved,.that the papers 
relating to the petition of Nathaniel Gunnison, pre- 
sented by him at the last. session, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Also, that the papers relating to the petition of 
James Wheeler be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. . ; l 

Mr. HUBBARD also submitted a resolution 
which was adopted, inquiring into ihe expediency 
of allowing G. Morse to surrender a ‘certain land 
patent, andveceive in lieu thereof a patent fora 
like quantity of land suitable for cultivation. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved that the petition 
ef Samuel Miller, heretofore presented by him, 
praying a reward, for the apprehension of a Chero- 
Kee Indian; guilly of murder, who had broken jail, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mre DAVIS presented the petition of a Mr. Pic< 
:kering; praying reninneration of duties paid by him 
on‘certaln paper machines, ee 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from Captain 
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Shubrick, of the Navy, praying increase. of com 
pensation. : i 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Potsdam, in the State of New York, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to» 
the United States: laid on the table. Also, the 
petition of Elizabeth Patrick, praying to be allowed 
certain back pay alleged to be due her husband, an 
‘officer in the Jate war. 
“Mr: CLAYTON presented a petition praying an 
alteration in the post ronte in Milford, which it was 
represented would materially shorten the distance: 
relerred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, f 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the petition of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat company, for remuneration for 
carrying the mails from Wood's Hole to New 
Bedford, be taken from the files of the last session, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. f 

Mr. BENTON moved that the papers relating to 
the claim of. Henry Morfit be removed from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, j 

Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he; would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a joint resolution to 
so far amend the Constitution of the United States, 
as related to the election of President and Vice- 
President thereof, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commitiee on Finance, 
reported the following bills without amendments, 
which were severally ordered to a second reading : 

Bill remitting the duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by the late conflagration at New York. 

Bill repealing the duties on foreign cordage and 
hemp. 

Bill for the relief of Elisha Town. 

Bill for the relief of Thadeus and Erastus Fair- 
banks. 


On motion of Mr, CLAY of Alabama, the fol- 
lowing resolation, submitted by him on Tharsday 
last, was taken up and adopted : 

Resolved,. That the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a new land district in the State of 


Alabama, to embrace the territory ceded under the . 


late treaty with the Cherokee Indians. 

On ynotion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate went 
into Executive business; and, after a few mo- 
ments, the doors wer re-opened. ‘ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
expenses growing out of treaties with the Chickasaw 
Indians. Read and ordered to be printed. 

Also a report from the Postmaster Genera', 
exhibiting the contmgent expenses of the office 
for the year 1837. Referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be. printed. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Dee. 11, 1837. 
The following Standing Committees were an- 
nounced from the CHAIR: i 
1 Committee of Elections —Messrs. Buchanan, 
Griffin, Hawkins, Kilgore, Maury of Tennessee, 
Towns, Bronson, Pennybacker, and Hastings. 
Committee of Ways and Means.—-Messrs. Cam- 
brelenz, McKim, Hamer, Sergeant, Jones of Vir- 
ginia, Fletcher of Massachusetis, Atherton, Haynes, 


and Rencher. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Whittlesey of 
Ohio, Chambers, Darlington, Russell; Carapbell of 
‘Tennessee, Clark, Carter of- Maine; Stuart, and 
Wiliams of New Hampshire. : 

Commerce.—Messrs: Smith, Phillips, Cushman, 
DeGraff, Toland; Curtis, Mason of Virginia, Wor- 
thington, and Hunter of Ohio. =s 

Publis Lands.—Messrs. Boon, Williams ofoNs 
Carolina, Lincoln, Casey; Chapman; Harrison, 
Yell, Shields, and Gholson. o 5i s utes 


|, Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. Montgome- 
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ry, Briggs, Hall, Hopkins, Hubley, Caihòon of 
Kentucky, Towns, Dancan, and Palmer. 

District of Columbia.—Messrs. Bouldin, Jenifer, 
Dawson, Prentiss, Hawkins, Beirne, C. H. Wil- 
Hams of Tennessee, Davee, and Petrikin. < 

Judiciary.—~Messrs. Thomas, Robertson, Toucey, 
Corwin, Garland of Virginia, Bruyn, Samuel W. 
Morris of Pennsylvania, Turney, and Cilley. 

Reyolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crag, Underwood, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Harper, 
Birdsall, A. H. Shepperd of North Carolina, and 
Joseph L. Williams of Tennessee. 

Public Expendiiures—Messrs. Haley, Alexan- 
der, Titus,Stration, Rumsey, Fletcher of Vermont, 
Crockett, Patterson, and Sheffer. 

Private Land Claims.—Messrs. May, Calhoun of 
Massachusetts, Lawler, Harlan, Beatty, Rariden, 
Leadbetter, Loomis, and Cheatham. 

Manufactures.—Mesers. Adams, Webster, Slade, 
Biddle, Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Foster, and Hune 
ter of Virginia. 

Aericulture——Messis. Deberry, Logan, Phelps, 
Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Randolph, and 
Stone. ` 

Indian Afars —Messrs. Bell, Everett, Chaney, 
Parker, Campbell of South Carolina, Murry of 
Kentucky, Graham of North Carolina, Crary and 
Pennybacker. 

Military Affaivs.—Messrs. McKay, Coles, Gren- 


‘nell, Miller, Rives, Kemble, Mason of Ohio, Me- .. 


Cleilan of Tennessee, and Halstead. : 

Militia—Messrs. Wagener, Carter of Tennes- 
see, Holt, Align of Ohio, Griffin, Gallup, Dunn, 
Southgate, and Dennis. 

Nival Affairs. Messrs. Ingham, Milligan, Reed, 
Wise, Grantland, Moore, Kilgore, Paynter, and 
Anderson. 

Foreign Affairs—-Messrs. Howard, Cushing, 
Jackson of Georgia, Dromgoole, Claiborne, Fair- 
feld, Patton, Legare, and Hoffman. 

Territories —Messrs. Bronson, Potts, Pearce, 
Borden, Jones of New York, Farrington, White of 
Kentucky; Hammond, and Charles Shepard of 
North Carolina. 

Revolutionary Pensions—Messrs. Morgan, Klin- 
gensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson of Virginia, Sibley, 
Ewing, Whittlesey of Connecticut, and Childs. 

Invalid Pensions —Messrs. Taylor, Williams. of 
Kentucky, Allen of Vermont, McClellan of New 
York, Herod, Stanly, Mallory, Aycrigg, and 
Plumer. 

Ronds and Canals.—Messrs. Mercer, Evans, Me- 
Kennan, Snyder, Fillmore, Johnson of Maryland, 
White of Indiana, Graves, and Grant. 

Patents —-Measrs. Fletcher of Vermont, Phelps, 
Menifee, Bicknell, and Mathias Morris of Penn- 
syivania, : 

Public Buildings and Grounds.-—-Messrs. Lincoln, 
Legare, Pratt, Mercer, and Jackson of Georgia. 

Revisal and Unfinished Business. —Messrs. Sirep- 


i for of Ohio, Noble, Southgate, Henry, and Peeks. 


Aecounts.—Messrs. Johnson of Virginia, John- 
son of Maryland, Samuel W. Morris of Penrsyl- 
vania, Bicknell, and Harris. 

' Mileage-—-Messrs. Dawson, Howard, Briggs, 

Miller, and Claiborne. 

Committees which stand through the whole Con- 
gress—appointed last session. .-' 

Expenditures in the Department of State.—Messrs. 
Mathias Morris, Jackson, Sheplor; Yorke and 
Andrews. é l 

Expenditures in the Deparment of the Treasury. 
Messrs. Allen, Sheffer, Ayerigg, Gray and Holsey. 

Expenditures in the Department of War.—Messts. 
Clowney, Vanderveer, Holt, Morris of Ohio and 
Marvin. . : 

Dapendigures in the “Department of the Navy.— 
Messrs. Brodhead, Maxwell, Goode, Edwards and 
Graham. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Post Office.— 

Aessts. Childs, Dennis, Hawes, Gallup and Piu- 
Mere FO oe : : 
Expenditures on the Publie Buildings.—Messis 
Sawyer, Cranston, Menifee, Dunn and Ridgway 
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The SPEAKER ‘laid before the House the re- 
port made by the superintendent of the coast sur- 
vey, which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, was laid on the table. os 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
report from the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
subject of establishing a system of telegraphs for 
the United States, which was similarly. disposed of. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked the consent 
of the House to present a list of bills reported in 
the last Congress by the Committee of Claims, 
and to move that they be referred to that com- 
mittee. - - 

Mr. CRAIG suggested a modification so as to 
include ali the bills reported by the otber standing 
committees, and unacted on. x 


> Mr. WHITTLESEY preferred the distinct mo- 
tion. He then submitted his motion, embracing 
the following list: , 

Bills No. 272 for the relief of Alexander Macomb; 
274, Samuel Sanderson; 331, Ebenezer A. Lester; 
354, Jesse E. Dow; 355, Edward Burges; 785, 
Daniel T. Patterson; .364, William Bailey, Samuel 
Bailey, and Delord; 371, John McCarty; 383, 
William H.Bell; 397, David Caldwell’s represen- 
tatives; 403, Benjamin F. Mackall; 414, James 
J. Patterson; 424, Daniel Davis; 425, James Ba- 
ker; 428, Roswell Lee, representative of; 430, 
Thomas F. Canless; 464, Joseph Hall; 486, Jona- 
than Davis; 493, Albion T. Crow; 513, William 
R. Taylor, administrator of Jonathan; 515, John 
Addoms, representative of; 525, Thos. W. Bacet, 
representative of; 528, Allen R. Moore; 530, Elias 
Johns; 539, James McMahon; 536, Sarah Mur- 
phy; 557, Abraham Lansine; 558, Thomas J. 
Lawler and 8. M. Miles; 561, N. Hedges; 567, P. 
N. O'Bannon; 609, F. Gardner; 601, Benj. Mocre; 
602, Eli Fforton; 693, M. Gelston, executor of Da- 
vid; 607, John M. Oliver; 906, John Kreps; 608, 
Christopher Clark; 609, Philip Marshal, et al; 613, 
Curtis Grubb; 627, John B. Perkins; 632, Wim. 
Eadus; 639, Hannah’ Mudlong; 640, Robert Pec- 
bles and John Graham; 646, Edward Duval, ad- 
_ministrator; 651, Richard Frisby; 652, John P. 
Austin and Edward N. Taylor; 653, Alexander G. 
Morgan; 655, Jonathan Elliott; 656, John. Wilson; 
673, John Downes; 692, Christ, Werner; 693, 
David H. Maxwell; 460, Teakle Savage, adminis- 
trator of law; 711, Thos. Tynor, et al; 713, Me- 
lancton T. Woolsey; 745, Joseph Nourse; 752, 
James L. Kenner: 767, James Herron; 830, E. 
W. Russel; S50, Truman Brady; 936, Wm. 
Tharp; 942, Wiliam and James Crooks; 943, 
James Callan; 944, arrow and Harris; 945, Con- 

vorse and Rees; 954, Joseph Radcliff; 965, Rebert 
Fulion’s heis; OCS, Thomas Fillebrowa, ir; 969, 


Levy Court, Calvert county, Marylacd; 973, 
Hagh MecDonalk:; 973, Charles. Benas 
Mr. PATTON suggested a modification so as to 


include all petitions, ete. now on the files of the 
House, and undispoxed of, which Mr. SY. accepted, 
and.so modified the resolution was agieed to. 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas, in pursuance of the 
above order, sent the following to the Clerk’s table: 

Resolved, That the following petitions, memoriais 
and resolutions be referred to the same commitices 
heretofore having charge of ihe same, to wit: 

_ A memorial from the Legislature of Arkansas, 
praying an appropriation to complete the Memphis 
and Little Rock road. 

A memorial from the Legislature ef Arkansas, 
asking an appropriation to compleic the road 
from Helena to the mouth of Cache, and to finish 
the road from Jackson to Fort Smith, and from 
Jackson to Fort Towson via Litle Rock, and from 
Little Rock to Van Buren near the western boundary 
of the State of Arkansas, and from Colambia to 
Little Rozk, and to complete the road from St. 
Francis to intersect the Jackson road at Izard ©. H. 
via Litchfield and Batesville; also a memorial 
praying the sale of the 16th section in Arkansas; 
the petitions of Lewis Evans referred tothe Com- 
mittee of Indian Affairs; also, the petition of Ben- 
jamin Murphee, L. N., Clark and J. Bland refer- 
red to ihe same committee. A memorial on the 
subject of the defence of the western frontier of 
Arkansas, referred tothe Committee on Military 
Affairs; aud a new land district in Arkansas, and 


ced 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


a bill to defer the pre-emption act of 17th June, 
1834, &c. which were severally referred.] 
The resolution submitted by Mr. McK ennan on 


Thursday, directing the Secretary of War to report . 


a plan of guard posts for the National road from 
Cumberland-to Wheeling, was.taken up and 
agreed to. ` tee 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 
ject of the finances, and the'‘estimates of appropria- 
tions for 1838, were taken up and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, the House took up 
the resolution for the election of a Chaplain to the 
House for the present session; and the same having 
been concurred in—, 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia nominated the Rev. 
Mr. FowLER; i 

Mr, CUSHMAN, the Rev. Mr. Jounson; 

Mr. McKIM, the Rev. Mr. Reese; 

Mr. LOGAN, the Rev. Mr. Quay. 

The following gentlemen were appointed tellers: 
Messrs. Gantanp, Cosuman, McKim, Logan and 
Livcoun. - 


The result of the first ballot was as follows; there 


being no choice: 


Whole number of votes given in - - Mı 
Necessary toa choice - - - 86 
Rev. Mr. Fowler received -~ - - AT 
« Mr. Johnson - - ~ - 50 
“ Mr. Reese - E - `~ 03 
“ Mr. Quay = = ~ - 10 


Scattering - - - - - 
Mr. TAYLOR of New York then nominated the 
Rev. Mr. Joun Owen. 
The second ballot resulted thus: 


Whole number of votes - - - 194 
Neecssary to a choice - - - 98 
For Mr. Fowler - ~ - ~ 49 
“ Mr. Johnson. - > => « - 50 
“ Mr. Reese ~ - - - 74 
« Mr. Quay - - - - 5 
“ Mr. Owen - - - - I5 
Scattering -~ - - - 1 


There being no choice, the House proceeded toa 
third ballot, the result of which was announced 
to be— 


Whole number of votes . -~ - 179 
Necessary toa choice - - - 90 
For Mr. Fowler -. - - 4} 
“ Mr. Johnson ~ ~- - 44 
“ Mr. Reese - ~ - 83 
« Mr. Quay - - - 2 
“ Mr. Owen - =: ~ 8 
Seattering = - - - 1 


There still being no choice, a fourth ballot was 
had, and the following was the result: f 


Whole number of votes =, 2 171 
Necessary toa choice ~ ~ - 86 
For Mr, Fowler s - - 33 
“ Mr. Johnson, ~ - - 39 
“ Mr. Reese - - - . 103 
“ Mr. Quay ~- - ~ å 
“ Mr. Owen - - - 4 
Scattering - - 1 


The Rev. Levi R. Reese having received a 
majority of all the yotes given in, was declared 


duly elected the Chaplain to the House for the 


present session. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Caro- 
lina, the use of the hall was granted, for to-morrow 
evening, to the American Colonization Society, 
for their annual meeting. 

The CHAIR laid before the House: 

1. A report from the Postmaster General of the 
expenditures ovt of the contingent fund of that 
Department; which, on motion of Mr. M'KAY, 
was laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement of the funds received under 
the treaty with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians; 
which, on moion of Mr. HAYNES, was laid on 
the table. 

.3. From the Secretary of the Treasury, an addi- 
tional report of the monthly returns from receivers 
of the public money; which, on motion of Mr. Me- 
KIM, was laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, on leave, presented a certain pa- 
per in relation to the erection of a light-house; 


-which was referred. to the Committee on, 


‘ands which cannot be sold at such reduced prices, 


have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


plied to the further prosecution of the publiccime. 


merce. : i 
The joint resolation from the Senate for thea 
pointment of a Joint Library Committee, was take 
up and concurred in. a) 
Mr. LAWLER offered the following, whic 
was read and postponed till the 18th instant: 
Resolved, That is is expedient to reduce, accor 
ing to some equitable scale of graduation, the price 
of such. portions of the ‘publie lands as will "no 
sell within a reasonable length of time at one dol. 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre; and that the. 


after being so offered fer the term of —— years 
should be relinquished to the States severally in’ 
which they are situated. : a) 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, au 

Resalved, That the Committee for the District of 

plaumbia be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
eney of reporting a bill to prehibit the making or. 
declaring any dividend to the stockholders of any = 
bank in the District of Columbia at any ‘time © 
when the specie payments of such banks shall be. 
suspended. ` 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into-the expediency of | 
establishing a naval academy. : 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pablic Lands: 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ced- 
ing to the State of Tennessee all the right, title,’ 
claim, and interest which the United States have 
in and to the vacant unappropriated and refuse”, 
jands within the chartered limits of the said State)” 
of Tennessee, south and west of a line commonly \ 
called the Congressional reservation line, on such |. 
conditions as will secare the occupants thereon in |: 
their ceenpant claims, according to the existing » 
laws of said State, at a price not exceeding twelve | 
and a half cents per acre, aad as will be consistent. : 
with the compact between the States of North Caro- 
lina and Tennessee and the United States relating . 
to said lands, and the laws and ordinances of the 
United States making provision for school lands in oo 
the new States. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virgiata, _ 

ResoWwed, That the ten per cent. allowed to the 
clerks in the several offices of Government, by the 
general appropriation law of 1837, be allowed. to 
the postmaster of the Mouse, and be paid by the 
Clerk. š 
On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Rosolved, That a Select Committee be appointed,. 
whose daty it shall be to inquire info the xpedien- 
cy of extending the provisions of the act of Com- 
gress for the benefit of the surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolutionary army, passed the Tth 
of June, 1832, so as to embrace those who were: 
engaged in the wars of the United States which oc": 
curred between the treaty of peace with Great Brie ooi 
fain, in 1783, and the treaty of Greenville with eo: 
the Indians, in 1795, and that the said committee: 


Om motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Va. ; 
Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Judiciary’ 
be instructed to inquire into the emediency of re- 
storing to the United States court for the western" 
district of Virginia its former jurisdiction, - z 
Mr. BOND offered ihe follo , Which lies over 
one day: 
Reseived, Tha 


T the Treasury be 
Statement of the 


several amounts paid in spe by the deposite 
banks on the checks or orders of the ‘Treasury De- 
p ee the 1 of May last, and the’ 
amount and date of any on which said 
banks refused payment in specie in part or in: 
whole. Z > 


TAN of Alabama submitted the fol 


January, 1836, to the State of Alabama, to be ap- 


- Kingsp 


x 


id Culber’’s shoals, on 


sée and Holston rivers, 
in them: up as faras 


CLO 


F X y 


Tuither to’am 
was agreed t 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
be’ instructed to inquire into:the expediency of so 
altering the: laws. relating to bounty lands as to 
allow: those entitled to them to locate on any public 
land subject.to entry atprivate sale, or to receive 
land:scrip in lieu of bounty land, 

On motion, am FP 

The House: adjourned. ay - 

: IN- SENATE, 
Turspay, December. 12, 1837. 

Mr. CUTHBERT; from Georgia, arrived and 
took‘his seat. i : n 

Sundry private petitions were presented by Messrs. 


STRANGE, GRUNDY, McKEAN, LYON, AL-- 


LEN, RIVES, SMITH of Indiana, TIPTON, 
ROBINSON, DAVIS, HUBBARD, and others; 
and,on motion, referred to their appropriate commit- 
fees. => 
Mr. ‘McKEAN presented a memorial from a 
large number of citizens of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas: laid on the table. í a 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from forty- 


six citizens of Ross county, Ohio, remonistrating, 


against the annexation of Texas: laid on the table. 
Also; a petition from H. Kingsbury, of Cleve- 
land; Ohio, ‘asking a repeal of so much of the post 
office law of 1810 as relates to opening the mails 
on Sundays, Qecs. 
Mr. ALLEN sald the petition was of considera- 
ble length, and as the petitioner had requested that 


` itmight be printed, he would) move the Senate to 


that effect, and that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on the Post. Office and Post Roads. THe 
would take this oéeasion to, observe that he had 
understood from a gentleman of the House of Re- 
presentatives, that the petitioner. was a good and 
execllent citizen. sa 

Mr. NILES ‘presented a petition from Co 
Isaac Hall, praying compensation for extra services 
in the Washingion Navy Yard: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Amairs. 

Mr, KING introduced a bil.to amend an act, 
entitled “An act for the better organization of the 
district cowris:of the United States, within the State 
of Alabama: read: tice and. referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Com, 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, introduced a bill for 


the relief of certain- persons therein named: which 
was twice read and referred wo the Commitee oa 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

“We, GRUNDY introduced a bill to alter and 
amend an act relating to the punishment of certain 
crimes within the United, States: twice read and 
referred to the Cominittse on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the, Commitice on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to establish the boundary 
line between Michigan and the Territery of Wis- 
consin, with an amendment. - : N 

Mr. KING from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the President: 


to caùse the public ‘vessels to eruige on the coast 
during the winter seascn, without amendineal, 

Mr. KING made some few remarks on the neces- 
sity of a speedy action on this bill; which was taken 
up in Committee of. the Whole, and ordered to be 


_ engrossed for a third reading. 


Oa wiotion of Mr. CLAYTON, it was 


cled to inquire into the expediency of esta~ 


x 


wing amendment,- 


xtending the said 


East Tennessee, ‘commenting at 


That the Committee on Commerce be- 


“blishing-a port of entry at New 
Slawarer feo ee ea err ee a el l 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, it was“ 

_- Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions bein- 
structed toinquire into the expediency of so alter- 
ing the pension law 4s to-allow pensions.to widows 
who may have married afier the war. > a a 

Mr. LYON presented a petition. from George 
Johnson; praying compensation for services as In- 

‘dian interpreter; referred to the Committee. on 
Claims. arse i 

Mr. GRUNDY presented. a- petition from the 
heirs of Francois Cazeau, late of Montreal, pray- 
ing remuneration for losses sustained. by said Ca- 
zeau during the Revolutionary war; referred to the 
“Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ; 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL it was resolved 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
salary of the District Judge of ‘the State of Michi- 

an., 

j The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, contain- 
ing a report from Mr. Hasler, showing the progress 
of the survey of the coast, and continuation of the 
standard of weights and: measures: ordered’ to be 
printed. ` 

Also a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in 
relation to~the location and cost of marine hospi- 

-tals on the western waters, and the regulation of 
ihe marine hospital fund: referred’ to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 500 additional 
copies were ordered, i 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 12, 1837. 

Petitions and memorials were ` presented by 
Messrs. EVANS, SMITH, and CARTER, of 
Maine. 
` Messrs, ATHERTON and CUSHMAN, of New 
Hampshire. Tighe 

[Mr. Cusaman presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Portsmouth, N. H. Boston, Mass. 
and others, praying foran appropriation to improve 
` Rye harbor-~referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; of Nathaniel Gunnison, of New Hamp- 
shire, relative to the distribution of the residue of 
the prize money made by the ship Bon Homme 
Richard, Commodore John Paul Jones—referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Afairs; of Nathaniel 
Guanison, stating that in 1779, the Continental 
equadron, commanded by John Paul Jones, cap- 
tured from the enemy three vessels, called the 
Union, Betsy, and Charming Polly, valued at fifty 
‘thousand pounds sterling, which were sent- jinto 
zergen Norway. The King of Denmark aad 
Norway ordered them to be restored to the British, 
on the alleged ground that Denmark, not havisg 
acknowledged the independence of the United 
> States, she could not consent to have them de- 
tained as legal prizes of war. This act on. the 
“part of Denmark has been a subject of negotiation 
Detween the United States and that Goverument, 
bat whether indemnity for those prizes were in- 
eluded ia the cormpact between the United States 
and Benmark, the petitioner does not; but whether 
it was or net, he thinks the United States ought to 
respoad therefor, and prays that his distributive 
share, as the representative of one of the captors, 
may be paid fo him—vreferred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; of James Wheeler, praying the 
passage of an act allowing pensions to the widows 
and children of non-commissioned officers and sole 
diers, who may lose their lives in the service of the 
United States—rererred to the Cémmittee on Mili- 
tary Affairs] f E 

Messrs. GRENNELL, BRIGGS, CALHOUN; 
REED, PARMENTER, CUSHING, LINCOLN, 
PHILLIPS, HASTINGS, BORDEN; ADAMS 
and FLETCHER,-of Massachusetts. 

[Mr. Apams presented several memorials against 
the annexation of Texas, and moved their reference 
toa select committee, with instructions.to consider. 
and report thereon. ere Ss : 


astle,‘on the De~ | 


Mr. Howarp moved. 


DA D. eir reference to. the Com-. 
mittee on Foreign AE ae 


er 


-Fhe above motions lie over till to-morrow. 
Mr. “ADAMS presented. a petition,praying for the 
abolition of-slavery and the'slave trade-in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and. moved that-it-and the peti- 
tions: presented by himself and colleagues atthe 
late spevial session On the same subject, enibracing 
upwards of 50,000 signers, be referred to. the Come 
mittee for the: District of Columbia, with: instruc. 
tions. te. consider ahd report thereon. 
“Mr, Wise. moved to` lay that motion on: the 
table: Sh ge OMEN ES : ve i 
Mr. Porrs asked for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 135, 
nays 70, as follows: Test : 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, - Anderson, ‘Atherton, “Aycrigg, 
Beirne, Bell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead,’ Buchanan, 
John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Wm. B. Campbell, John Camp- 
bell, W. B. Carter,. Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deéberry, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield; fry, Gal- 
lun, J. Garland, Gholson, J.Graham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, 
Tfaley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, .Haw- 
kins, Haynes, (Molt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, 
R. M. T. Hunter, J. Jackson, Jenifer, J. Johnson, W. C. John- 
son, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lawler, 
Legare, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Maury, May, 
McKay, A. McCiellan, McClure, McKim, Menifee, Mercer, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, 
Palmer, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Plumer, Pope. . 
Pratt, Prentiss, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, A. H, Shep- 
herd, U. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, 
Spencer, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Weeks, A. S. White, J. White, L. Williams, Sher- 
rod Wiliams, J. W. Williams, C, H. Williams, Wise, Worth- 
ington, and Yell—133. ae : 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, TT. Allen, J. W. Allen, Bicknell, 
Bidile, Rond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson; Wm. B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, 
Duncan, Dunn, Everett, R, Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Goode, 
W. Graham, Grant, Gray, Grenqell, Hall, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, T. B, Jackson, Kilgore, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, S. Mason, Maxwell, ‘Robert, McClellan, McKern- 
nan, Milligan; M. Morris, Samuel. W. Morris, C, Morris, Naye, 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Paymenter, Patterson, Péck, ‘Phillips, 
Pous, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, ‘Ridgway, Russell, Shefer, 
Sibley, Siale, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Webster, B. Whittlesey, 
Thos, T. Whitlosey, and Yorke—70. , y 

So the motion to lay on the tab'e was desided in 
the affirmative. a 

Mr. Apams presented several other petitions. 
from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, etc. on the same 
subject, and made the same motions of reference, 
which were severally laid on the table, on motion of - 
Mr. Wise. 

Mr. Apams then 
tenor. 

Mr. Lawer raised the 
of reception, on which : 

Mr, Apams asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 144, nays 60, 
as follows: 3 


presented another of the same 


preliminary question 


s 


$. 


Athert S: White, Ei 
Sherrod Wiliams, 
Yorke—-145, ` 

NAYS-~Messrs. Beirne. Bouldin, John Cathoon; William B.. 
Campbell, JohnCampbell, Chapman, Claiborne, Clowney Coles, 
Crockett, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, J. Garland Gholson, J. 
Graham, Griffin, Hawes. Nawkins, Hopkins, Howardi TIubley, 
Rohert M. T. Hunter, William Cost Johnson. John W., Jones, 
Lawler, Legare, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Mcury, May, Abras 
ham McClellan, McKim, Mercer, Millet, Montgomery, Pearce, 
Pennybacker, Petriken, Pratt; ‘Rencher,: Rhett,’ Robertson, 
Rumsey, Charles Shepard, Shields, Stanley, Stewart, Stone,. 
Taliaferro, Thomas, Turney, Underwood, Join White, Lewis 
Wiliams, Josephi L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, ~ 
Wise, and Yeib—59. à PESER g 

So the petition was received. 

When the name of Mr. Rives was called, that 
-gentleman rose in-his place, and inquired of the 
_ Chair the effect of this-motion prevailing. 
ps The Grate replied that it left-the petition still at 
-he disposition of the House. : 

: Rives sait then he should vote for the res 


- Men 


~ ington, and 


1 


esntion,in order to give this petition the same dis- 
prsition as had been given to the others, viz: lay- 


‘ing them on the table. 


Mr. Wisz explained, that the reason he had not 
originally raised the question moved by the gentle- 


man from Alabama, was, that the question just de=. 


cided had alreddy been decided so often by the 
House, by Southern as well as by Northern mem- 
bers veting to receive abolition petitions. It was 


‘for that reason he had moved to lay the motion of 


reference on: the table, for he was determined to 
meet the question at every. step where it could be 
met, “Mr. W. asked the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to include all his petitions in one motion. 

Mr. Apams said he could not assent to it. | 

Mr. Anams then presented a petition for the aboli- 
tion of siavery in the Teritories of the United States, 
and moved its reference to theiCommittee on the Ter- 
ritories; whereupon, 

Mr. Wiss moved to lay that motion on the 
table. ` x ' 

Mr. Apams asked for the yeas’ and nays; which 
were ordered; aud were—yeas 127, nays 73, as 
follows: r : 

YVEAS—Messrs, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beirne, Bell 
Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, 
John Campbell, ‘f. J, Carter, Wm. B. Carter, Casey, Cham- 
bers, Chaney; Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleve- 
land, Clowney, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Faitfield, 
Ery, J. Gariand, Gholzon, James Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. UL Hun- 
ter, R, M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, J. Johnson, W, 
©. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jenes, Kemble, Klingengmith, 
Lawler, Legare, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May, McKay, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, 

ve, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenherg, 
Murray, Noble, Paimer, Pation, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petri- 
ken, Phelps, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Rencher, Rae, Rives, Ro- 
berwon, Rumsey, Augustive H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sheptor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer. Stanly, Siewart, 
Sine, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, 
Underwood, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, Albert #. While, 
John White, Lewis Williama, Sherrod Williams, J. W. Wil- 
Hams, J. L. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliama, Wise, Worth- 

ell—127. 

NAYS—Messra. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
‘Allen, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, W. 
B, Caihonn, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Dar- 
hngton, Daves, Davies, DeGraff, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Eve- 
rott, R. Fletchér, Fillmoie, Foster, Goode, W. Graham, Grant, 
Grennell, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoff 
man, Ingham, Thos. B. Jackson, Kilgore, Lincoln, Marvin, S. 
Mason, Maxwell, Robert McCiellan, McKennan, Milligan, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Peck, Phillips, Potts, Raviden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
seli, Sheffer, Sibley, dade, Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Webstes, E. Whittlesey, and Thomas T. Whittlesey—73, 

So the motion of reference was laid upon the 
table, . 

So the petition was'laid on the table. 

Messrs. Cranston and Tintincuast of Rhode 
Island] - . 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 
sented by 

Messrs. TOUCEY, INGHAM, HOLT, HALEY, 
and WHITTLESEY of Connecticut. 

Messrs. HALL, ALLEN, SLADE, and EVE- 
RETT of Vermont. . i 

Messrs. LOOMIS, BICKNELL, MOORE, 
FILLMORE, VANDEVEER, KEMBLE, CUR- 
TIS, MARVIN, TAYLOR, PARKER, BRON- 
SON, CAMBRELENG, RUSSELL, DE GRAFF, 
GRANT, GREY, HOFFMAN, and SPENCER 
of New York. ; 

_ Mr. HALSTEAD, of New Jersey. 

Messrs. HENRY, MUHLENBERG, BEAT- 
TY, PETRIKEN, BUCHANAN, PLUMER, 
TOLAND, MORRIS, POTTS, WAGENER, 
FRY, and McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: ` : 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting the annual reports of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, laid on the table. 

2. From the same, transmitting a statement of 
the contingent exdenditures of that Department. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

3. From the same, containing the survey of the 
coast south of Chesapeake Bay, with reference to 
the construction of additional light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, &c. 


On motion of Mr. HAYMES, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. k 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio -asked leave to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


report the bills referred to the Committee of Claims 
yesterday ; but it was objected to. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

The House adjourned ` 


House or a ECR R. 
` Dec. 12, 1837. * 
Gentiemen: In the report of the proceedings 
of this House yesterday, as published in your 
paper of that date, on the resolution offered by 
myself for a further appropriation of land. to 
Alabama, to continue the improvements at the 
Muscle and Colbert shoals, it is erroneously 
stated that I accepted the amendment offered by 
General Carrer of Tennessee. 
I refused to accept the amendment alluded to, 
and stated my reasons fully to the House. 
` Your ob’t servant, 
. R. CHAPMAN. 
Messrs. Buair and Rives. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnesoay, Dec. 13, 1837. 
` Messrs. BLACK and SOUTHARD appeared 
and took their seats, 

The Hon. WILSON LUMPKIN, Senator elect 
from Georgia, and the Hon. A. H. SEVEIR, Se- 
nator elect from Arkansas, were duly qualified and 
took their seats. : 

Private petitions were presented by Mr: SMITH 
of Indiana, PRENTISS, WALL, KNIGHT, 
CLAYTON and others, and referred to the ap- 
propriate Committees, 

Also, on motion, papers of a private character 
presented on last session were removed from the 
files and severally referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Mr. 
Perkins, a citizen of the United States, though for 
many years a resident of Great Britain, stating 
that he was the inventor of an improved mode of 
warming the public buildings, and praying that 
the officer charged’ with the issuing of patents, may 
be specially authorized to issue in his favor, though 
absent: referred to the Committee on Patents, 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, it was 

Reso'ved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a pension agency at Montpelier, in the 
State of Vermont, tor the payment of all pénsion- 
ers of the United States resident in the counties of 
Washington, Orange, Caledonia, Orleans, Essex, 
and Lamoille, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to transmit to the Senate copies of all in- 
structions to registers and receivers of the different 
land offices respecting pre-emption rights, and the 
other description of claims on the public lands, 
commonly called ‘floats,’ with copies of the 
opinions of. the late or present Attorney General 
respecting these claims. 

Also, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


_of making an appropriation for the constructing a- 


road in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of providing by law for the payment of the heirs 
and representatives of Lieutenant William Red- 
mond, deceased, the commutation money pro- 
mised the officers of the continental line who should 
continue in service to the end of the war of the Re- 
volution, and that the said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. A ; 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. KING introduc- 
eda bill for the encouragement of the employment 
of boys in the vessels of the United States: read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. HUBBARD introduced a bill to authorize 
the payment of invalid pensioners in certain cases: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. : 


Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill for the relief of 
John Newton. Mr. Y. said he would take this 
oceasion to mention that the case in question had 
before been presented, and had been favorably 
acted on, but had been lost in the other House for 
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fan: memes areenan A 


want of time: no doubt existed in-his mind of. the 
merits of the case. 
twice, was referred to. the Committee on .Publie 
Lands. UN k U taie. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bil] to authorize: 
certain soldiers of the last war with Great Britain 


to surrender their bounty lands, and to select others: `. 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jane Warner; which 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky introduced a bill for the 
benefit of the executrix of the late R. H. Lee: read 
wice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. : 


Also, a bill to amend an act, entitled, An act to _ 


amend the several acts in relation to extending co- 
py rights to foreigners in certain cases: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Patents. 


Mr. LYON introduced a bill making appropria-. | 


tions for certain roads in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin: read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. : i s 

Also, a bill for the creation of the office of Sur- 
veyor of public lands in Wisconsin Territory: read 
twice, andreferred the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow introduce a bill for the relief 
of Wilham C. Easton, i 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
of sundry papers of claimants for their services, 
ete.; which were, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions.. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, | 


to whoin had been referred the resolution inquiring 
into the condition cf the currency of the District. of 
Columbia, reported a bill in part. This bill having 
been read by its title— 

Mr. CLAY said he hoped the bill would be read; 
that he liked to hear every thing in relation to the 
currency When the provisions of the bill having 
been read by the Secretary of the Senate— 

Mr.,CLAY remarked, that bill imposed very 
heavy pains and penalties, and wished to inquire 
why this devoted District was to be thus doomed. 
Before any thing was done with it, he would in- ` 
quire of the chairman if the committee was fall: 
when he was instructed to report it, and whether 
the consent of all the members of the committee 
had given sanction lo the report? 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was happy to give the 
gentleman the information he desired, though ke 
deemed it rather a strange proceeding at so early a 
stage as the second reading of the hill. He would 
state, for the gratification of the gentleman, that 
three of the members of the committee were pre- 
sent who had instructed him to report the bill; it 
was the same, verbatim et literati, as that pre- 
sented at the last session, which had been discussed 
at length in the Senate, and the yeas and nays 
taken thereon. ° 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, con-, 
taining a report from the Commissioner ef the 
General Land Office, showing many interesting 
details in relation to the same: ordered to. be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, five hundred ad- 
ditional copies were ordered for the use of the Land 
Office, 2 

At the same the VICE PRESIDENT laid before 
the Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, showing an abstract of the expenditures 
for the year 1837; laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A message was received from the President. of 
the United States, transmitting certain information 
in accordance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 12th Getober last, containing. copies of ~corre- 
spondence in relation to the seizure and sequestra- 
tion of the American ship Mary, by the Dutch Go- 
vernment, at the island of Curraeoa in 1810. 

Also, a message from the President, in obedience 
to a resolution. of the 13th October, requesting in- 


The. bill having: been-reap.- 


formation in relation to obtaining from the Mexi-- 


can Government ‘an acknowledgment of the claims 
of American citizens. + HE 


Mr. CLAY said he presumed these contained 


hem; but afterwa 


yas accordiagly ordered... - 
HE DAY. aes 


to emiisé on the coast ‘during the 
which was read the: thirdtime -and 


‘of Mr. GRUNDY, the bills to: remit 
2 dutie gòi ds destroyed’at the late tire in New 
York, and to allow a drawback on. hemps and còr- 
‘dage; were taken: up; and Messrs.: WRIGHT and 
: KNIGHT having givén explanations im relation: to - 
-the same: they were: severally ordered to . be en- 
grossed fora third reading. ©. ; 
*. The Senatethen went intoexecutive business, and 
after'a few. minutes; adjourned. , 


HOUSE OF ‘REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taw oo: WEDNESDAY, Deci 13, 1837 ~ ; 
Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts asked per- 
mission of the Chairto make some statements in re- 


ference to a publication which had appeared jn the ` 


Globe.of that morning, signed by certain members 
of the-Committee of Ways and Means. 


The publication alluded to is:as follows: 

‘The undergigned have Seen, with: surprise, an 
aftack made‘upon the majority of the Commiltee of 
‘Ways and Means, by the Hon: Richard Fletcher, 
of Massachusetts, a member of that committee at 
the late extra session. ‘In a speech purporting to 
have been delivered in Faneuil Hall, and published 
in the Atlas and other papers at Boston, the place 
of that members residence, the following statement 
and charges are made, and‘ have not, -to` their 
knowledge, Deen disavowed by him. He says that: 


“During the session, the business projects upon ` 


which the House werc called to ast, came almost 
entirely from the Committce of Ways and Means. 
.There are nine members of that committee, only 
two of whom are understood to: be opposed to. the 
general policy of the Administration. 
you would like. to know the manner in which the 
business was arranged for the House. I will tell 
you the Faye—the Meas you will all see in dne 
time. You doubtless suppose that this Committee 
of Ways and Means has some duty to do; some 
ways to devise; same means to find out; some 
plans to originate-and mature for the action of the 
House, The Committee, you imagine, look over 
the Message; see whatis recommended to be done 
for the benefit of the country; consult together as 
fo the best measures, and lay the result of their de- 
liberstions before: the Tonse. Is this your idea, 
Mr. President? Ts this what you think, fellow-citi- 
zens? {fitis, Lam sorry to inform: you, that you 
Jabor onder a very great mistake. T once enter- 
tained the same ideas; bat E soon found my error, 
No such thing, sir—tio such thing. The chairman 
ofthe commutiee steps up to the White House, and 
there reecives from the President or the Seereiary of 
the Treasury such bills ag they wish to have passed by 
the Howse The chairman puts the bills into his 
pocket; takes them to tie conmttlee, without any ex- 
amination; the vamejorily af the committee approve 
them; the minority can do nothing; the bills are 
presented. to the House, and received as the doings 
of. the committee, a i 

tI aver to you that every important bill passed by 
the House, came to the House, ready drawn, from the 
Executive. . The Representatives are mere machines. 
Every measure isan Exeeutive measure. I mean 
by the Executive, the President, and the heads of 
Departments; the cabinet. They originate every 
thing, put every thing into the precise shape they wish, 
word for word, letter for letter, comma. for comma; 
and the Executive majority inthe House pass each bill 
forthwith, without alteratiow—and so far as depends 
upon them, without debale—just as it comes from their 
masters at the white house.” 

The member from Massachusetts alleges that 
the chairman of the committee “steps up to the 
_. white house, and there receives from the President 

or the Secretary of the Treasury, such bills.as they 
wish to have passed by the House. The chairman 
puts thé bills into. his pocket, takes.them. to. the 
committee, without any examination: the majority 
ofthe committee approve them.” ae 


p the bill<te- authorize 


T suppose. 


thought. || «> 'Phe chairman: of the committe 
rwards observ+. j 
imipression;: and ‘moved 


` term, the interest should then commence. 


that he had no consultation-what 


sident concerning ‘any oné. of the bills reported by 


the committee, nor did he receive either-of the bills, 
or any part of either; from him. The usage from 
the commencement of the Government has.béen- 
for the committee, through its chairman, to consult 
the héad of the Department in regard: to such mea- 
sures as he may recommend for the consideration 


-of Congress; forthe Secretary to attend-on, and 


confer. with, the committee, if-invited, and to fur- 
nish drafis of bills.embracing his own propositions, 
when requested to do so. This is but an act. of 
courtesy to the officer who recommends a measure 


connected with the business of his department, and * 


whose duty it is, when the law is enacted, to con- 
strue and- execute it. 

The chairman of the committee did consult the 
Secretary of the Treasury about the bills referred 
to, and he did so with the knowledge and assent. of 
the committee. At his request the Secretary of 
the Treasury transmitted to him drafts of most of 
the bills; but the undersigned declare it to be ut- 
terly untrue that any one of them was adopted by 
the committee. The measures recommended. in 
the Treasury report were duly considered by. the 
committee, but not one of the bills reported cor- 


responded in form with any prepared by the Secre- 


tary, and most of them essentially differed in prin- 
ciple from the suggestions of that officer. 

The memberfrom Massachusetts not only alleges 
that the majority of the committee approved the 
bills “ without: any examination,”. bnt he. “ avers 
that every important bill passed by the House 
came to the House, ready drawn, from the Execu- 
tive,” and that “the Executive majority in the 
House passed each bill forthwith, without altera- 
tion—and, so far as depends upon them, without 
debate.” The bills reported by both commit- 
tees, differing as they do, and the proceedings of 
the two Houses upon them, prove these statements 
to be untrue. The two Houses had assembled at 
an extra session. and there was a general desire, 


„without regard to party, to make it a short one.. 


From its different organization, the Senate was 
enabled’ to appoint its committees on the &th of 
September; those of the House were not announced 
till the 11th of that month. Before the Committee 
of Ways and Means met on the 12th, the Commit- 
tee on Finance of the Senate had been for some 
days employed in preparing the bills; consequently, 
the former had no opportunity to act upon them 
until after they had been matured by the latter 
committee. Both Houses were anxious that all 
the bills should be reported without delay, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means were in session 
daily till the most important were submitted to the 
House. In examining these bills, it will be found 
that the majerity of the Committee of Ways and 
Means not only. differed with the Senate commit- 
tee, but with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, both in principle and in detail. 

The bill of the Senate authorized Treasury notes 


to be issued bearing interest; the bill reported to the | 


Flonse directed them to be issued without interest. 
The former proposed interest from the date, and 
for twelve months only, the latter provided, that if 
they were not redeemed at the expiration of that 
The de- 
tails of the two bills were consequently essential- 
ly different. At the suggestian of a member of 
the committee, an additional penal section.was in- 
troduced into the bill, with the concurrence of the 
member from Massachusetts. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, in his report, proposed an issue of 
Treasury notes of small denominations; the bill of 


the Committee of Ways and Means. authorized | 


nose to.be issued under one hundred dollars. The 
former recommended that they should be re-issued; 
the latter contained no such provision. ; 
The next and the- most important bill, commonly 
called the-“ divorce bill” was essentially amended. 


The bil reported -to the Senate related wholly to | 


the safe keeping of the public money, and: con- 
tained no- provision as to the medium in which it 
was to. be collected... The Committee of Ways.and 
Means added .ancther. section -providing for this 
material point, and altered. the litle ofthe bill ač- 
vordingly...- = Ego Pe 


chants’ bonds, as reported to the House, cdptained 


“which the duties were payable in: cash: .a. provision 


the: current. receipts. and the 


$ kept in the Treasary tê. meet 
> suide 


he. bill further- postponing the payment of mer- 


an additional section, giving a credit on the duties 
on merchandise remaining in the public stores. upon 


not suggested:in.the Treasury Report;-nor.embrac- ° 
ed inthe. Senate -dill. . The Committee on Ways. | 
and Means, ‘subsequently, and unanimously,” in- 
structed-its chairman- to move to strike out the 2d -- 
section of the Senate -bill, which proposed.to make ~ 
thejadditional credit upon. bonds applicable to impor=: + 
tations, for one year from and after the 1st Qctober, 
and to insert the section referred to, extending the =: 


_ credit to three and six months on all merchandise © 


which was then. in the public warehouses, or might. - 
arrive before the Ist of Novembér. . Amendments 


. were also made to other bills, but thosé mentioned 


were the most material. z + 

The member from Massachusetts. is still more 
particular in his statements about the. ‘origin. and 
history of these bills. He says that the President 
and theHeads of Departments‘‘originate every thing, 
put every thing in the precise shape they wish, 
word for word, letter for letter, comma for comma, 
and the Executive majority in the House passeach 
bill forthwith, without alteration—and'so far as de= <. 
pends upon them without debate—just as it comes | 
from their masters in the White House!” : 

The undersigned, to ascertain whether these 
grave and extraordinary charges were. founded in 
truth, have compared. the ‘drafts of the bills fur- 
nished. to the chairman by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the bills reported by the Committee © 
of Ways and Means. No drafts were received of 
the bills relating to the fourth instalment under the 
deposite act, the banks in this District, or the 
warehousing of merchandise. It’ is proper here to. i 
state, that.a warehousing. bill was reported ata = 
former session by the present chairman of. the - 
Committee of Ways and Means, and prior to the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The bills received from the Secretary were those 
for adjusting claims on the deposite banks; ex- i 
tending the merchants’ bonds; making public oili- 
cers the keepers of the public money, ‘and autho- 
rizing Treasury notes to be issued. ‘The bills relating 
to the merchants’ bonds, and the claims upon the 
banks reported by the Committee of Ways.and 
Means, differ both in language and principle. from 
those prepared by the Secretary. Of the ten sece ; 
tions of the bill providing for the safe-keeping of | 
the public money, but three correspond with those 
framed by that officer. Sume of the provisious m 
the Treasury note bills correspond; they are, hows 
ever, generally such as are transcribed from the 
Treasury note act of 1815. But to prove how 
utterly unfounded are the statements of the mem ber = 
from Massachusetts, that the Secretary’s drafts; 


‘were adopted by the Committee of Ways and 


Means “ word for word, letter for letter, comma 
for comma,” and as a specimen of the general 
resemblance of these bills, the undersigned present ~ 
the three first sections of the Secretary’s draft, and 


~of the bill reported. bythe Committee relating to 


Treasury notes: 


a FA 

r cerelary of thel As reported by the Conrmitte 
Rano eriy. 2 of Ways and Means, 

Be it enacted, ec. That 
wheneret the availabls money! 
in the Treasuty applicable tel 
public purposes, and not on de- 
posit with the States, shall be 
any time hereafter less th 
five millions ofdollars, the Pre- 
sident of the United Sates is 
hereby authorized. to direct the 
issue of acknowledgments cf 
indebtedness, in the form of 
Treasury notes, whenever the 
public officers and creditors are 
willing to veceive the same at pai 
in payment of their claims, 01 
others are. willing to advance 
money on them at par, to aid in 
accomplishing the same pay- 


hundred. dolars for any one 


note, to be prepared, signed, 
and lesued in the Manner horo- 


inafter provided. 


‘See. @ And be it further 
enacied, That th id Troa- 


ent. . : 5 
2, hat the amount of saic 

e i te 
otes which may from Ume tc? J 
time be isaned ‘shall porezcee: puy note, aun 
the sum necessary to defray thej sued by the firs 2 o 
timated current demands or his act, shall be. reimbusecd 
the'Tressilry during the curren'fund redeemed by the Untied 


e amount ofpstates, at tlie Treasury thereof, 
ear beyond th X ftef the expiration. olone year 


fromthe dates of the said: notes 
‘espectively.. The: reimburse. x 


ni contingencies, and red tment. hersia previded for shall 


five ‘millions aforesaid, to be 


“der its operations prompt, easy, 
and useful, 


8. That said notes may be in 
their denominations not less 
than twenty dollars, and in form 
running to the creditor, public 
officer, or purchaser, and or- 
der orto bearer, redeemable 
at the pleasure of the Go- 
vernment, and transferrable 
by delivery and endorsement 
of the original payee there- 
on when to order. They’shall, 
as checks on each other, and 
for public safety, be signed by 
the Treasurer and Register, of 
the Treasury, and an accurate 
acceunt be kept by each of 
them of the amount issued and 
redeemed; the Treasurer being 
charged and required to ac- 
count quarterly for all deliver- 
edto him by the Register for 
signature. ‘They shall in all 
cases be receivable for dues ofall 
kinds to the United States, and 
bear no interest, unless it be 
found, on trial, that a sufficien- 
cy of them to meet the public 
engagements will not be volun- 
tarily received by the public 
creditors and officers in pay- 
ment, or by others fer specie, 
without interest; in which case 
interest may be stipulated to he 
paid on the face of them not to 
exceed six per cent, per annum, 
the rateto be fixed by the Pre- 
sident; and money may be rais- 
ed thereon by sale or delivery 
at not less than par, suflicient to 
meet the current expenses as 
aforesaid. Ifany of said notes 
on interest be issued, they shall 
not he receivable for public 
dues ot any kind, unless other- 
wise directed by the President, 
until the Department is ready 
to redeem them, and may ther 
adopt that mode, or any other. 
for such purpose, under such 
regulations as to their redemp- 
tion, return, and cancelling, as 
may be deemed most safe and 
convenient. 


In the same speech the 
setts says: 


be made at the Treasury of 
the United Statés to the holders 
of the said notes respectively, 


upoh presentment; and in case 
of presentment and non-pay- 
ment of said note or notes after 
they become: due, the holder 
or holders shal] be-entitled to 
receive interest at the rate of 
five per cent. per annum from 
the date of demand of pay- 
ment. And for this reimburse- 
ment, according to the provi- 
sions of this act, the faith of 
the United States. is hereby so- 
temnly pledged. g 

Sec. 3. And be it further 
enacted, That the said Trea- 
sury notes shall be prepared 
under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of the . Treasury, and 
shall be respectively signed, on 
behalf of the United States, by 
the Treasurer thereof, and 
countersigned by the Register 
lef the Treasury; and that 
those officers respectively shail, 
as checks upon each other, 
and to secure the public safety, 
keep separate, full, and accu- 
rate accounts of the number, 
date, denomination, and amount 
ofall the notessigned and coun- 
tersigned by them respectively; 
which said accounts shall be 
carefully preserved and placed 
on file in the Treasury Depart 
ment; and, also, similar ac- 
counts, kept and preserved in 
the same manner, of all the 
said notes redeemed, as the 
same shall-be returned and can- 
celled; and the Treasurer shall 
further account quarterly for 
all such notes delivered to him 
tor signature or issue by the 
Register. The Treasurer and 
Register of the Treasury are 
hereby authorized, by and with 
the consent and approbation of 
ihe Secretary of the Treasury, 
to employ such additional tem- 
porary clerks, as the duties 
enjoined upon them by this sec- 
iion may render necessary: the 
compensation. of each clerk so 
employed to be fixed by the 
Secretary. 


member from Massachu- 


“A resolution was introduced into the House 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, declar- 
ing that it isinexpedient to charter a national bank. 
Yon may feel some interest to know how that reso- 


lution was got up. 


I will tell you. 


Yor will re- 


collect that there were only two Opposition mem- 


bers on the committee. 


The majority wouldvio 


nothing for the people, and the minority could do 
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their representatives, here was a suceessful attempt 
on thepart of the Executive to cut off this inter- 
course; to prevent the voice of the peuple from 
being heard; to erecta barrier between the people 
and their constituents.” z 
The member from Massachusetts states that “on 
the last day but one on which that committee sat, 
the chairman, without preface or explanation, in- 
troduced the above resolution.” The question was 
three times before the committec, and twice pest- 
poned at the request.of the minority—once at the 
suggestion of the member from Massachusetts him- 
self; and was ultimately postponed to a particular 
day, with a distinct understanding by every mem- 
ber that the question was then to be finally disposed 
of in the committee. He further says that the chair- 
man was asked “what had become of the petitions?” 
The memorials, petitioning for the incorporation of 
a national bank, were generaily printed copics 
of.a memorial which had heen some months pre- 
vious prepared by the Board of Trade of New 
York, and circulated and published thronghout the 
Union. Numerous copies of the same memorial 
had been printed by order of the House, laid upon 
the tables ef the members, were in the possession 
of the members of the committee, and many 
‘copies of the same were on the table of the com- 
mittee, in view of the member from Massachu- 
sett8, at the time he says the inquiry was made, 
“what had become of the petitions?” The con- 
tents cf the memorials being familiar to all, the 
reading was not asked for by any member of the 
committee, and was not required even by the mem- 
ber himself, who subseque appears as the ad- 
vocate of the petitioners. The member from Mas- 
sachusetts adds, “ no doubt can be entertained that 
this resolution came down from the Executive in 
the precise form in which it passed.” The resolu- 
tion was drawn by the chairman of the committee 


nothing, except to report the doings of their mas- 
ters in the committee and the House to their mas- 
ters, the people; and this at least J, for one, am re- 
solved to do. Very many petitions, from almost 
- all the States, were sent into Congress for the esta- 
blishment of a national bank. These petitions, as 
they were presented, by a mutual understanding, 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and suffered to lie on the table till the whole 
shoutd come in, when, as was supposed, they were lo be 
taken up and considered. So the matter stood; when, 
on the last day but one on which that commitiee sat, 
the chairman, without preface or explanation, intro- 
duced the above resolution. It was opposed by one 
Opposition member, the ether being absent; and the 
chairman was asked what had become of the petitions? 
-They yet lay on the table; but the majority passed 
the resolution, without opening or reading one of 
them. The resolution was sent in, and by the help 
of thé previous question. was forced through the 
House. No doubt can be entertained that this resolu- 
tion came down fror cutive in the presise form 
in which ii passeri. rreat and most 
manifest outrage on e citizens. At 
least they in ig on, if they haye no 
other; and , ia a time of the greatest anxiety, 
when it was of the most vital importance that the 
views of the people should be communicated to 


after a discussion as to its form, and in the presence 
of the committee, and of the member himself. 


The undersigned regret that.the absence of. Mr. 


Owens of Georgia, prevents him from uniting 
with them in repelling the unwarrantable and 
unfounded charges of the member from Massachu- 
setts. 
C. C. CAMPRELENG of New York, 
ISAAC McKIM of Maryland, 
THOMAS L. HAMER of Ohio, 
J. W. JONES of Virginia, 
CHAS. G. ATHERTON of New Hamp 
R. BARNWELL RHETT, of 8. ©. 
Wasnineton, Dec. 11, 1837. 

The question having been put, and the leave 
accorded, 

Mr. FLETCHER observed that the article in 
relation to which he wished to’ make an explana- 
tory statement, referred to a publication which had 
appeared in some of the papers of Boston, and 
purporting to be a speech delivered by him on a 
late occasion in that city. In reference to that 
publication, he had to say that it had not been 
made by him, or revised by him; nor had he seen 
it until it appeared in the public prints. ‘The pub- 
lication was in no sense his; nor was he in any 
sense responsible for it; nor had his attention been 
called to it until the article in the Globe of this 
morning had been shown to him. One member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means resided in New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Atherton,) near him; the chair- 
man of the committee (Mr. Cambreleng) had his 
house in the city of New York, within twenty-four 
hours’ communication of him at any time; yet he 
kad never heard from any one of the members of 
the committee any thing on the subject of the pub- 
lieation in question. He had received no commu- 
nication from any member of the committee until 
he had seen that which was contained in the Globe 
of this morning. The remarks alluded to had 
been published by the Beston papers early in No- 
vember, some weeks before the present meeting of 
Congress; it was now the second week of the ses- 
sion, and he now, for the first time, heard any 
thing frem any cf the genilemen of the committee 
touching that publication. 

He saw in the statement in the Globe that the 
gentlemen who had affixed their signatures to the 
article expressed regret at the absence of Mr. 
Owens, another member of the committee, and 


Sadia entireties Lane i sao 


who, as they said, would concur with thera in alt 


they had stated. 


of Philadelphia, now absent, but who had been*in 
this city since the commencement of the preseiit 
session. Had Mr. F. received any intimation of 
an intention to subrnit such a statement to the pub-.. 
lic, he should have deemed the presence ef that 
gentleman desirable. Mr. F. might then have had 
an oppertnnity of applying to him in relation tó 
this matter, and the other members of the com- 
mittee might have Gbtained his statement of the 
facis. "Those facts Mr. F. now wished distinctly 
to state. 


At the late session of Congress he had been put, 
a stranger, end an inexpcrienced member of the 
House, on the Committee of Ways and Means. At 
an early meeting of the committee, he could not 
say whether at the first meeting, though he thought 
it was, cerfain bills were submitted. to the commit- 


‘tee by its chairman, which, as he understood, had 


been drawn up by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Tn fact, the statement of these gentlemen itself ad= 
mitted that most, at least, of those bills had been 
drawn by that officer. The statement said that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had consulted with the Secretary of the Treasary 
in relation to those bills, and that this had been 


_ done with the knowledge and consent of the com- 


mittces - 
Mr. F. cowl! speak only for himself; he at least 


hadhad no aknowledge of such consultation until 
the bills had been intr ‘ed into the commitiee, 
nor did the statement assert that such consultation 
with the Secretary was known to the committee be~ 
„fore the bills in question were laid before it. Mr. 
F. did understand, distinctly, that the bills originat- 
ed with the Secretary; had recived their form from 
him; and in that form had been submitted to the 
committee by its chairman. Now, whether igno- 
rantly or otherwise, Mr. F. had supposed that such 
a course of things was improper; thatit was a wide 
and dangerous departure from the theory and prin- 
ciples of our Government, which required that the 
Legislative and Executive departments should be 
kept entirely distinct from each other. This was 
not, end could not be, any matter of secresy; and 
he had considered it no violation of courtesy to. 
speak of it; he accordingly had stated the case to seve- 
ral gentlemen of the House during the late session, 
and asked their opinion in regard toil; he found bat 
one opinion on the subject—that the course was 
-very improper. In the debate which took place in 
the Elouse on these bills, it had been distinctly aver- 
red by one of the speakers that those bills did not 
originate with the committee, and this assertion . 
had not been, at that time, denied or answered by 
any one. When he went home, be went under 
the impression that there was an improper inter- 
ference of the [Executive with the Legislative de- 
partment of the Government. 


Hehad afterwards been called on by his consti- 
tuents, at a meeting held in Boston, to express his 
views in reiaticn to curnational affairs. ‘That 
meeting, however, was not, as described in-the 
Globe, a meeting called for the celebration of vie- 
tories. Jt was me regular, customary meeting an- 
nnally held previous to the annual election in: 
Massachusetts. Ee had been, as he had said, 
calied upon by his constituents to speak to them on 
our national affairs; and, in so doing, he had 
stated, in reference to the manner of conducting 
the business of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that the bills reported from that committee origi- 
nated with the Executive—-came to the committee 
from the Executive drawn up in form, and were 
Executive measures. Ee hac stated, in terms, 
however, that, in calling them “xeeutive measures; 
he had net reference to the Pr sident simply, but 
also to the heads of departments. This had been 
d bis comments upon the facts 
this was, in bis view, an improper 
interference’ by the Executive with 
islaiive action of this Government. -The 
subject of his remarks had been simply the danger 
of such an interference. The gentlemen, in their” 
article, spoke of an attack on the ‘majority of the 
committee. He had not so understood himself; 


Re 


They said nothing, however, öf- 
another member of that committee, Mr. Sergeant 


ained inthe publica- 
ly hat. to say- that-they 
ded con particular: expressions. 
he Boston Papers of Mr. 
ich were not his, and- 
as ie. — The gentlemen 
prepared that article must surcly ‘have made 
anexceedingly low estimate of -his niderstanding 
of they. supposed. he could have said snch things as 
had been there imputed to him. The article attri- 
buted to: him the” assertion that the Executive ma- 
jority of the House passed each bill forthwith, with-- 
out alteration; and-this; when-all.the journals of- 
the country cobtained. the debates of the House on- 
these: very bills, and when ‘the alterations which 
“they had undétgone in thë House. were so notori- 
ous that none could remain ignorant of them. To 
suppose that he’should have-had the folly to make 
such ‘astatement ala public meeting, was, as he had 
said, putting rather a lower-estimate upon his com- 
mon sense than he had supposed some of those 
gentlemen would have done. Yet, a large portion 
_ of the details of the article in the Globe were found- 
ed on that supposed statement, and another equal- 
ly unfounded. as. altribated to him. It was ‘said 
that this course onthe part of: the chairman of the 
Comittee of Ways and Means was. the usnal, the 
customary course of business: As to that he had 
. said nothing, and had nothing to say: he had only 
stated what he believed to be the fact in the matter, 
and which was substantially admitted by the gen- 
tlemen themselves: If that was, indeed, the usual 
conise of business in that committee, then the re- 
marks of Mr. F. on thatsubject might have no va- 
lidity. . As to-that point he said nothing. 
~. Asto ‘the resolution on the subject of a national 
bank, what occurred had been simply this. Atan 
early stage of the meetings. of the committee men- 
tion had been made of the petitions in relation to a 
bank, and Mr. I. had stiggested whether it would 
not be better to refrain from considering that ques- 
tion until all the petitions should be before the 
committee. It was said in the article of the Globe 
that the subject had been: up in the committee 
three different. times. Mr. E; could not deny this, 
bathe did not so recollect; he had no recollection 
of any: thing being said about it mntil at, the last 
meeting.» It was said that the resolution finally re- 
ported in reference to a bank had been drawn up 
dn his presence. He had come to the commitlee- 
room on that morning-late, and his first recollec- 
tion of the resolution was its being read by the 
chairman, and the question being put whether it 
shotld be reported to the Elouse, Mr. E. never had 
stated what was the origin of that resolution; what he 
had said was a mere suggestion as to its origin; no 
fact had been stated by him;and he had, and claimen 
to have, no knowledge of its origin. Whathe did 
“say-at the meeting hadbeen that the petitions on 
the subject of a bank had not been read in the 
committee, abil he made a suggestion as to the 
origin of the resolution reported. ‘This was all he 
had-said or done in relation to that matter. He 
had said nothing upon any of these subjects which | 
was not-irac, and which, as appeared to him, had 
not ‘been substantially admitted to be true in. the 
„article in the Globe. He had done nothing which 
he had ‘not deemed it his duty to do. Whether he 
was. to be sustained in the discharge of duty was a 
question to be submitted to the justice of that 
House. “If he might not rightly say all he had said, 
then had we no rights left which were worth pos- 
sessing; and it was well that we should know, and 
the people should know, the ground on which we 
stand. He had, he repeated, endeavored to. dis- 
charge his duty at all umes decorously toward the 
House and every member. of it. 
course which gentlemen had deemed it proper to 
take toward him personally, he judged it suitable 
that he should be discharged from remaining longer 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and he.now made that request. ; 
< Mr. CAMBRELENG said he bada very brief 
“reply to make, Sor. he could. not, after. what had 
been: passing for the last four weeks; after all the 
denunciations: which had been heaped upon him- 
“pelt iall the Opposition: prints; after the manner 


? 


4 SE - -ir 
-in which the member’s speech had been 
scirentated; he could not, now- or: hereafter, make 
“an issue with the gentleman—with the member 


what was true. 


But, from the ; 


een printed and 


from Massachusetts.. He could appeal to his col- 
leagues to disprove the truth of what the member 
had now said. Whether he had seen the speech 


“published in his name, he did not: know; this he 
“knew, thatthe speech had been printed in. extra 


quantity, and circulated in New Hameshire. He 
would leave jt to the gentleman’s—to the member's 
own notions of. what: was right, whether he should 
let a ‘publication. be circulated through his own 
State; and through the nation, for four weeks, and 
then.come here and “tell this House that he had 
never seen it, till he had seen it this morning in 
the Globe. Mr. C. should leave the member's 
speech in explanation, and the article in the Globe, 
to go together before the world. 

Mr. FLETCHER rose tō explain. He had 
not said that he had not seen. the published report 
of his speech. till he had seen it referred to and 
quoted in the Globe. Whathe had said was, that 


„he had not seen it prior to its publicaiion in the 


Boston papers, and that no particular attention to 
it had been given by him. i 

Mr. ATHERTON of New Hampshire (a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, who 
did not come into the Houge nutil Mr. FLETCHER 
had nearly concluded his remarks) observed that 
the member from Massachusetts had said that he 
had endeavored to discharge his duty as a member 
of the Flouse and as a member of the committee 
with all due fidelity.. Mr. A. claimed to have dis- 
charged his own with equal fidelity. The member 
from Boston had made no complaint to the com- 
mittee as to the manner of conducting the business 
which came before it. He had always been treated 
by its members with the most perfect courtesy and 
kindness. What, then, was his surprise on seeing 
the report of a speech delivered by him, and with 
which Mr..A. understood him to acknowledge him- 
self satisfied, denouncing the members of the com- 
mittee in the severest manner! The speech had 
not been confined to the newspapers, but had been 
benevolently circulated by him, or his constituents, 
among the people in Mr. A’s State. H was a 
speech in which there was more misrepresentation 
than he believed had ever been conveyed in so 
many words before; and it-had been industriously 
circulated with a view to affect Mr. A’s character, 
and also the ensuing election in New Hampshire. 
He would ask whether it had not been incumbent 
upon the member from Boston to suggest any fanit 
he had to find with the proceedings of the Committee 
of Wavsand Means at the time the impropriety oc- 
curred? and not sit silent and see the wrongs proceed, 
and make no complaint, and afterwards attack the 
character of the members of the committee in an 
abusive public speech, and by a tissue of the 
grossest misrepresentations? The member has in- 
timated that he said in that speech nothing but 
Had he not said that the bills 
reported by the committee were reported word for 
word, letter for letier, comma for comma, just as 
they came from the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

(Mr. Forrcuer. I never said so.] ; 

He intimated as much. For he says that all 
the important bills of the Jast session were reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
passed by the House, word for word and letter for 
letter, as they came down from the Executive. Is 
it trwe, that these bills were passed bythe House, 
word for word and letter for letter, as they were 
reported by the committee or came from the Exe- 
cutive? It is enough to refer to the form of the 
bills as they were laid before the committee, and 
then as they were afterwards reported to the House. 
His statements are proved to be not correct, not 
only by the testimony of the gentlemen associated 
with him, but by written records on the files of the 
House, and in the hands of the chairman. The 
gentleman—the member from Boston, saye that he 
made no asxertion-that the resolution oa the subject 
of a national bank came from the Executive. 
What did he say? There could be no: doubt that it 
came from the Executive in the very formin which 


it was reported by. the committee. `- Now the truth: 
is, that the frst lime the subject came up in com- 
mittee, there was.a discussion as tothe form in 


‘gentleman from Massachusetts disavox 


member KNEW this, for-he was himself present, and 
all thé'gentlemen of the committee knew it, 

“He. says it was introduced without preface by 
the chairman of the committee. Jt was net intro- 
duced bythe chairman at all, until he had been 
dirécted’ by ihe- committee to draw it up.  Sur- 


 priging, indeed, :that the member should’make such 


an assertion; when‘the’ consideration of the subject 
was postponed once, if not twice, 1 am certain it 


“was once, at his own request; and the last post- 
` ponement was fora ‘number of days, almost, if not 


quite, a week, with the understanding that the next 


time it was brought up, the'committee would take ` 


some definite action in regard to it.” I think the 
member's explanation only places him ina worse 
sitnation than before. I can only say that, until 


-he disavows every word and every letter of the 


charges published as his, I can receive no explana- 
tion from him; and I here say that I shall take an 
opportunity of replying before my constituents in 
such a manner as I think his speech deserves. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, (another member. of the 
Committee of Ways and Means,) said he did ‘not 
know that he yet correctly understood the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. He rose to ascertain 
whether he did or not; for on. that would greatly 
depend what he bad to say to the House. Did the 
he extracts 
from his speech, contained’ ia the article in th 
Globe of this morning? : siege 3 

Mr. FLETCHER. Yes: the report of my speech 
was made without anthority from me. X 

Mr. JONES resumed. These extracts being now 
disavowed by the gentleman, I:shait trouble. the 
House with but few remarks. I was, at’ the last 
session, without any solicitation on my part, as you, 
Mr. Sneaker, can testify, honored with a. seat 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means.  Seek-. 
ing no place, but resolved to decline no duty which 
might properly be assigned to me, as one of the 
representatives of the peop’e, I proceeded to the dis- 
charge of the duties which devolved upon me,- 
honestly and conscientiously; and now, when I 
look back upon my acts as a member of that 
committee, I am not conscious of having done any’ 
thing which my own conscience does not approve. 
In the discharge of our duties, it was our prac- 
tice to bestow upon the very imporlant sab- 
jects which came befcre us cur best copsidera- 
tion. When the bills were taken up in committee, 
they were carefully read over, section by section, 
and adepte, rejected, or amended, as seemed w 
the committee best caleulated to promote the inte- 
rest of our common. ccuntry. The conduct and 
deporfment of the members toward each oiher was 
suchas I had supposed calculated tó secure to eich, 
and, to every one, the respect and esteem of the 
others. No time for reflection or investigation was 
ever asked by the member froin Massachusetts, 
which was not unhsitatingly, and, I believe, unani- 
mously, accorded to him.. No objection was at any 
time made by-him, to the course of proceeding, or to 
the manner in which the business was transacted; 
and twas not aware that so much as eren au 
unkind feeling was harbore: by any member of 
the committee toward the gentlemen associated 
with him, until I reached this city, when, for the 
first time, I saw the speech attributed to the gentle 
man from Massachusetts. You, sir, can well ima- 


this puble notice of 


publication in: the newspapers of the.day; that he 
‘had. seen them, Sir, they were, published. in the 


“newspapers. of the city -of Boston, the place of. 
-hiš residence; read, doubtless. by his friends, and 


hich | the resolution should “be expressed 3 the- 


in the whole circle of his acquaintance; sent 
“forth: to the world under the sanction of his 
name, nnd- never, (so far as I am informed) 
until this day, has he raised either his voice, 
or his pen, to contradict them. I could not doubt 
but that the pablicafion was authorized by himself. 
If not, was it not due to those who were thus gross- 
ly and publicly slandered and traduced—wassit not 
due to himself, as°a man of honor, to correct so 
unfounded a calumny on the reputation of those 
with whom he had acted? Upon this subject there 
can be but one opinion. a 

I, sir, know no difference between the act of a 
man, done by his own volition, where he himself 
gives currency to a false charge, and the act of the 
same man, who permits to go, uncontradicted, a 
calumny calculated to affect so seriously the repu- 
tation of others. 

I have taken occasion to state, that the course 
of conduct pursued by the members of the com- 
mittee was such as appeared to me calcu- 
lated -to insure the respect and. esteem of 
each other; but “it now plainly appears, from 
the gentleman’s own showing, that at the 
very time he was holding out to his colleagues the 
appearance of those feelings which gentlemen 
shouid cherish towards their companions on a com- 
mittee, he was hunting up materia's for striking a 
deadly blow at their reputation; for he has just 
stated, that he inquired of seyeral gentlemen at the 
time whether the course which he represented 
the committee to have pursued was not unpre- 
cedented; and that he received for answer, 
that it was without a parallel. Thus it ap- 
pears, that, while he made no disclosure of 
unkind feelings indulged in by himself, while 
he made no effort to correct the error of which 
he complained to others; he was laying up 
materials in preparation for a deadly blow. Sir, E 
envy not the feelings of that man who, while his 
lips speak the language of friendship, meditates in 
his heart how he may inflict the most deadly stab. 

It is my duty to repel, the charges which have 


been made ; it is an unpleasant duty, but one ren- Í 


dered necessary by the circumstances of the case; 
and when I have to choose between inclination and 
duty, I trust I shall never hesitate. . 

Į am well aware that the charges contained in 
the speech attributed to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, have already, received a circulation 
which puts it out of the power of those intended to 
be affected by them, entirely to counteract their in- 
fluence. The poison has been infused into many a 
bosom, where the.antidote can never reach it. Ca- 
Jumny flies on the wings of the wind, while truth 
follows but slowly in its path. As in all such cases, 
many, very many, will hear the charges, who will 
never hear the contradiction: the slander will reach 
many, who will never see the refutation. 

I deem it proper to say, that, while respect for 
this House will restrain me from the use-of terms 
with which the act deserves to be characterized, as 
these charges have been circulated in all directions, 
it is a duty I owe myself to say that they are 
without foundation in truth, and basely false. 

Mr. Fiercuzr was then discharged by the 
House, at his request, from any further duty as a 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

TEXAS. 

The. House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion made by Mr. Apams yesterday, to 
refer certain memorials presented at the present 
at the present and late special session of Congress 
by himself and colleagues, against the annexation 

- of Texas, to a select committee. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Howaro to refer them to the Committce on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at length 
in support of his motion, and against the reference 
proposed by Mr. Howarr. because the subject did 
not beichg to that committee, and for the further 
reason that they were already committed against 
the prayer of the petitioners, iwo-thi:ds of them, six 


out of the nine, being slave-holders. Mr. A. 
addressed ihe “House at length on the sub- 
ject generally, being -several times called to 


order by the Chair, and Messrs. LEGAR 
PETRIKEN, SNYDER, and RILETT, when, hav- 


f 


| vate Land Claims. 


ing taken his seat, he moved for leave to proceed, 
and asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. The objections were then withdrawn, and 
Mr. A. concluded his remarks. j 
[The grounds ppon which Mr. Snyper éalled the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to order, were for 
referring to the death of Lovejoy, and accusing the 
people of Alon as guilty of murder ang arson. 
Mr. Snyper demanded of the Speaker, whether 
he would be permitted to answer the remarks made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts,arraigning the 
conduct of the people of Alton, charging them with 
murder and arson. If he (Mr. S.) was permitted 
to answer them, he would give his consent for the 
gentleman to proceed, but if not, he was, injustice 
to his constituents, bound to call him to order. 
The Cuain remarked, that any reply to remarks 
made out of order would, of itself, be out of order. 
Mr, Apams, at this stage, asked leave of the 
` House to proceed, stating that he would not again 
refer to Lovejoy, and detnanced the yeas and nays, 
which having been ordered— 

Mr. Sxyper withdrew his objection, after th 
avowal.of the gentleman from Massachusetts tha. 
he would not again advert to the subject.} 

Mr. WISE then moved to lay the motion of re- 
ference and the petitions themselves on the table. 

Mr. RHETT and Mr. DAWSON severally ap- 
pealed to Mr. Wssx to withdraw the motion, but he 
declined. ` 


Mr. GRENNELL then asked for the yeas and , 
nays, which were ordered, and were: yeas 127, 


nays 68, as fellow: i ; 
YEAS—Moessrs, Alexander, Anderson, Atherton, Reirne, Bell, 
Birdsall, Boutin, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, John Cathoon, 


b Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, Wm. 


BR. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crockett, 
Cuskman, Deberry, Deraf, Dennis, Dromgogle, Edwards, 
Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Gallup J. Garland, J. Graham, 
Grandand, Graves; Griffin, Hamer, Harlan, TWarrison, Hawes, 
lawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, R, M. T. 
Junter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Wm. 
C. Johnsen, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Lawter, Legare, 
Leac 
Maury, May, MeKay, Abrakain McClellan, MeKim, Menefee, 


Underwood, 
Whittlesey, 


Sars 
Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, L 
Calhoun, Clowney, Corwin, Cran 
Pawson, Bavies, Dancan, Duan, 


itetch 
Haley, Raih Halstead, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Wiliam H. 
Wunter, T. H. Jackson, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Ro- 
beri McClellan, MeKennan, Milligan. Mathias Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes. Ogle, Parker, Parmeuter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, 
Potts, Reed. Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, C. Shepard, 
Sibley, Stale, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, A. 8. 
Wh Misha Whittlesey, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Vorke—63, , 
So the whole subject was laid on the table. 
COAST SERVICE. 

Mr. SMITH moved that tha House take up the 
bil from the Senate to authorize the President of 
tne United States to cause public vessels to ernise 
upon the coast in the winter season, to relieve dis- 
tressed navigators. 

Mr. EWING of Indiana rose and objected. 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rules; 
ich prevailed, 

The bill was then taken up, and having been 


wl 


| UFice read, 


Mr. SMITH moved its engrossment. 
Mr. WISE said he wished to make this bill 


i much more liberal and extensive in its provisions, 
and he therefore moved its postponement till to- 


morrow ; which was agreed to. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. DAWSON, on leave, from the Committee 
on Mileage, reported a resolution instructing that 
Committee to report a bill to make more uniform 
the pay allowed to members for mileage; which 
was agreed to. : 

Petitions and memorials were then called for. 

(Mr. Russeru of New York presented yesterday 


| the petition of Abraham Wright, of New York, 
| praying the enactment of a law authorizing the 


issuing of a new land warrant in the place of one 
lost; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
Also, the petition of Wiliam 


Meacham and others, of Essex county, New York, 
praying the establishment of a new mail-route; #nd+ 
for other purposes; which was referred to the Com: 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.’ : Also 
the petition of Prudence Barton, of Lansingburg, 
New York, widow of Lieutenant Rufus: Barton; a 
commissary, ete. praying the payment of several’ 
sums of money due her said husband from ‘the: 
United States at the close of the war of the Revo- 
lation; which was referred to the Committée: on 
Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition of Lewis 


Hatch, of New York, a soldier of the Revolution, - 


praying a pension for Revolutionary ‘servieés 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
lntionary Pensions. 


lion, praying a pension for Revolutionary: ser- 


vices; which was referred to the same committee... 


Also, the petition of Eart 
Durfee, of New York, a soldier of the Revolu-::' 


Also, the petition of Stephen Traman of New York, = 


the committee of the person and estate of Elijah: - 
Truman, a lunatic, who was a soldier of the Revo+’” 


intion, praying for the. award of pension which ace!) 


crued between the time of lunacy and the appeint- =: 

ment of the petitioner; which was referred’ to the: © 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the- - 
petition of Samuel Pettingill of New York, a sol- 


dier of the Revolution, praying a pension for Re~ 


volutionary services; which was referred to thet: 
Also, the; 
petition of Simon Mess of New York, a soldier of : 


Committee on Revoliationary Pensions. 


the Revolution, with the like prayer; which was 
alike referred. Also, the petition of Nathan Law 
of New York, a soldier of the Revolution, praying: 
for arrears of pension, intermediate the time of sus- 
pension and that of resuming payment. Also, the 
petition of A. R. Moore, praying compensation for 
property taken for the use of the American army, 
on the Northern frontier, in the late war with 
Great Britain.] f 

Messrs. McKTM, PEARCE, THOMAS, HOW- 
ARD, WORTHINGTON, JOHNSON, and 
JENIFER. Ja 

[Mr. McKim presented the following : . 

Memorial of William Wilson and Sons, praying’ 
relief from the operation of the tariff act of 1828; 
which was-referred to the Committee of Ways and“ 
Means Also, the memorial of Samuel D, Walker,- 
praying for return duties on Spanish tobacco, 
under the act of July 14, 1832; which was referred | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


wounds received in the late war with Great 
Britain. Also the petition of Wm. Shaw, keeper: 
of the light-house near Baltimore, praying compen- 
sation for property lost by the fire at the Lazarettc; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. Also, the petition of Elizabeth 
Sadler, praying for the payment of lost certificates 
issued during the war of the Revolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Also, the petition of Susanna Bailey, praying for 
the renewal of a lost certificate for bounty land, as 


also a pension; which was referred to the Commit: ’. 


tee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition 
of Samuel Deal, praying for a pension for services 
rendered during ihe war of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. Alsu, 
he petition of Charles Carter, praying compensa- 
ion for his father’s Revolutionary services, and his 
own during the late war with Great Britain; which. 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary: 
Claims. Also, the memorial of Ann Le. Vacher 
de Van Bran, praying for the commutation pay of. 
her late husband, a Revolutionary officer; which 
was referred to the, Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Also, the petition of the heirs. of the late 
Lieut. Col. Peter Adams, and Lieut. Adams, of the- 
army of the Revolution, praying for the renewal” 
of lost land certificates; which was referred:to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, 
the memorial of the Visiters and Governor of St. 
John’s College, Annapolis, praying a portion ofthe | 
public lands to the endowment of every incorpora- 
ted college in the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the peti- 
tion of Martha Bradshaw, praying for a pension 
for services rendered by her husband during ‘the. 
wat of the Revolution; which was referred -to the: 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, Also, th 


Also, the 
petition of Henry Brice, praying a pension for”. 


i 


pay. for- servic 


rars in the army, and. 
Nich: was referred to the 
ensions...Also, the petition 
y, admihistrator of S: Neth; 
ich. w: the: Cominittee on Foreign 
| Affairs) pe 


Messrs. PATTON, MERCER, HUNTER, 
CRAIG, MORGAN, WISE, JONES, ROBERT- 


which was referre 


SON,  TALIAFERRO, BOULDIN, DROM- 


GOOLE, JOHNSON, BEIRNE, MASON, and 
GARLAND of: Virginia. ; : 

[Mr. Bovnnin presented the. petition and papers 
of General. Walter Jones, in relation to his.claims 

. against, the United States, eae s 

Mr. Bouton. said that he would briefly state the 
contents of this petition. This was common, and 
according to the rule; but in this case it seemed to 
him to be strikingly necessary. : No doubt he said, 
there: were those who knew. the fact, that General 
Jones stood indebted to the United States, by judg- 
ment confessed, for a large sam of money, which 
judgment, stood still not discharged. To such it 
would naturally be a surprise to be informed that 
he claimed to be a creditor,.and nota debtor on a 
settlement. : 

Mr. Bouwnin said. it was.easily and naturally 
explained... The judgement. was, confessed for 
$10,000 to be discharged by payment of $4,622 134, 
with. interest and costs, subject to a eredit.of all 
and any sums that General Jones could. make ap- 
pear to be due him from the United States, on ac- 
count before the proper accounting officers of the 
Government, be within the term of six months. 
This he failed to do in-proper form, in proper time, 
and so has received neither a credit on the judg- 
ment nor payment of the account, and has failed 
until now to state his accounts with such particu- 
larity, that they could be audited, The acconnt- 
ing officers having neglected his accounts long 
since, not-for this want. of justice, but for their 
want of form, and want of legal proof produced, 
although that proof was then, and is still matier of 
record entirely, appearing by the report of. the 
Auditor, now presented. Thus has it happened, as 
it does but too often happen, that through negli- 
gence of pecuniary interest, genius pays a tay for 
its high distinctions, and conscious rectitude, disre- 
garding form, finds itself somewhat embarrassed 
in appearance, for the want of those barriers, which 
greater circumspection, growing ont of conscions 
weakness upon that point, might have so easily 
thrown around it. ; 

There are. few, however, if any, whose geniue 
can better bear the tax, nor are there any whose 
character for honor and honesty will more easily 
and certainly relieve them from the embarrassment 
of thus being for a Jong time the apparent debtor of 
the Government, all the while being in fact the 
creditor. i 

This may appear strange to those not acquainted 
with General Jones, but to those acquainted with. 
him there is nothing remarkable in it at all. 

The papers were, on Mr. B’s motion, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.] 

{Mr. Garuanp presented the petitions of the heirs 
of William Lewis, dee’d; Charles Lewis, dec’d; 
James Dillard, dec’d; Tarpley White, dec’d; John 
Piper, dec’d; John Goodall, dec’d; John Marks, 
dee’d; John Robinson, dec’d; Thomas Wheat, dee’d; 
John White, dec’d; Maj. Thomas Massee, dec’d; 
Surg. Samuel Gay; for revolutionary services: 
referred -to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. ` 


The petitions of sundry ettizens of Albemarle and 
of sundry citizens of Nelson and Augusta, for mail 
routes] 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
uurspay, December 14, 1837. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
in relation to the expenses of light-houses and light- 


"boats for the year 1837; which, on motion, was laid 
con the table and ordered to be-printed: 


f George Armstrong, a || 


Also, a communication from the. Department-of 


State, showing the number of American «seamen - 
‘registered in the different ports: laid on the table.and 


ordered to be printed. : 
> Petitions of-a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SOUTHARD, NILES, TALLMADGE, 
PRENTISS, RIVES, WRIGHT, TIPTON, and 
‘others; which were severally referred to their appro- 
priate: committees.” : ; 

.Also, a. variety. of-papers presented at the jast 
session were, on motion, removed. from the. files 
and. sent to the proper committees. i 

Mr. YOUNG presented the. memorial. of the 
Board of Public Works of the State of Hlinois, 
praying for a grant of public lands.. 

Mr. FULTON presented a. resolution from the 
Legislature of Arkansas, asking appropriations for. 
a line of fortifications to be established on the 
western frontier-of that State. - 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of A. P. 
Quimby, claiming the invention of a certain test 
to ascertain the quantity of water in steam boilers. 

Mr. D. said this petition had been presented at 
the last session, and. was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. As the matters connected with this 
petition were not generally understood, he would 
move that it be printed, with the accompanying 
papers, among which were letters from scientific 
and professional gentlemen of distinction, among 
whom were some distinguished chemists. The 
object of the petitioner was to ask that an experi- 
ment may be directed by the Government to test | 
the validity of his invention, which the petitioner 
was unable to do. 

Mr. KING thouzht it wonld be betler to refer 
this subject to a select committee, in order that its 
merits should be specificaily inquired into. 

Mr. DAVIS thought it might be more appropri- 
ately referred to the select committee of which Mr. 
Grunpy was chairman,:and which already had 
that subject before them. 

Mr. GRUNDY was not willing that it should be 
so referred. It was not the province of that com- 
mittee to interfere with the improvements of ma- 
chinists or artists; ‘it had already plenty on its 
hands, without adding tests of steam boilers to its 
other duties. This was an invention of a navel 
character, and might be a great improvement for 
all he knew, but the proper place for reference was 
the Committee on Patents, composed of scientific 
gentlemen, who were presumed to be acquainted 
with such things. 

Mr., DAVIS still contended that the proper com: 
mittee was the one on the preservation of human life, 
(be believed that was the title of the gentleman’s 
bil.) This was not a question of patents, but pr 
servation of haman life, and certainly was cousin 
germain to the matter which’ the gentleman had 
under his investigation. 

Mr. GRUNDY notassenting, after some further 
facetious remarks, the petitions was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. ; 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, it was 

Resolved, Uhat the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate copies of the surveys, 
estimates and maps which have heretofore been gli- 
rected by. the Senate to be made at the harbor of į 
Owlshead, and of Cobscook Bay, in Maine. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pubhie Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a separate office of Surveyor General 
for the State of Illinois; also, for establishing a 
new land office at Peoria in the same State. 

Mr. ALLEN, agreeable to-notice given, intro- 
duced the following joint resolution, which was 
read and referred to a select committee of nine, and 
ordered to be printed: 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing amendments 


to the Constitution of the United States, in rela- 

tion to the election of President and Vice Presi- . 

dent of the United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, "Phat the following amendments to the 


- Constitution of the United States be proposed to 


the Legislatures of the;several States; and which, 


25. 


\\-when ratified.by the Legislatures of three-fourths of 


the States, shall be valid to.aH intends and purposes 
as-part of the Constitution: ` : a l 
That, hereafter, the. President “and -Vice Presi- 
dent of the ‘United. States shail be elected in the 
manner following:.. Each State shall be divided by. 
the Legislature thereof into districts equal in num- 
ber to the whole number of Senaturs and Repre- . 


‘sentatives to which such. State may then be éntifled 


in the Congress of the United States; the said dis- 
tricts to be composed of contiguous territory, and to 
contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number-of ` 
persons entitled to be represented. under the Consti- 
tution, and to be laid off, for the first time, imme-, 
diately after the ratification of these amendments; and 
afterwards, immediately after each successive ap- 
portionment of representatives shall have been 
made by the Congress of the United States. That, 
onthe first Thursday, and succeeding. Friday, in 
the month of August, of the year one thousand . 
eight: hundred and. forty, and on the same days 
in every fourth year thereafter, the cilizens of 
each State, who possesses the qualifications re~ 
guisite for electors of the most numerous branch 
of the. State Legislature, shall meet within 
their respective districts, and there vote for a 
President and Vice President of the United States; 
one of whom shail not be an inhabitant of the same | 
State with themselves; andthe person receiving the 
greatest number of votes for President, and the one 
receiving the greatest number of votes. for Vice. 
President, in any district, shall be holden to have 
received the electoral vote of that district; which | 
fact shall be immediately certified to the Governor 
of the State, toeach of the Senators in Congress 
from such State, and to the President of the Senate. 
The right of fixing the places in the districts, at 
which the elections shall be held, the. manner 
of hoiding them, of canvassing: the votes, of de- 
ciding in case of equality of vetes in the district, 
or of a contest of the electoral vote of the dis- 
trict, and of certifying the returns, is reserved ex- 
clusively to the Legislatures of the Stales. The 
Congress of the United Siates shall he in session 
on the second Monday in October, of the year one 
thonsand eight hundred and forty; and on the same 
day in every fourth year thereafter; and the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, in the presence of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives, shall, as soon 
as convenient and practicable, proceed fo open 
all the certificates and returns, and the electoral 
votes of the district shall be thereupon counted, 
The person having the votes of the greatest num-~, - 
her of the electoral districis, for President, shall 
be President, if sueb number be a mejority of 
the whole number of districts; but if no person 
have such majerity, hen a secoud election shall 
be held on the firs: Thursday and suecceding Eri- 
day in December the next ensuing, Which second 
election shai! be confined to the two persons having | 
received the two highest numbers of electoral 
votes for President at the preceeding trial; but in 
case two or more persons shall have received the 
votes of an equal number of the electoral districts, 
and such number be Jess than, boni next to, the nume 
ber received by the person having the highest num- 
ber, but less than a majority of the whole, at the pre- 
ceding trial, then such second election shall be.con- 
fined to the person having received the highest 
number, and to the elder or eldest of the two or 
more persons having received the next highest, and 


-an equal number, at the preceding trial: which 


second election shal! be conducted, the result certi- 


- fied, and the votes counted, in the same manner, in 


all respects, as'in the first; and the person having 
the votes of the greater number of the electoral dis- 
tricts for President, at such election, shall be Presi- 
dent. But if the two persons voted for, al the second 
election, shall have received the votes of an equal 
number of districts for President, then the House 
of Representatives shall proceed to elect between, 
and. one of them for President; and, in such 
election by the Flouse, each State shall have a num- 
ber of votes equal to the whole number of Senators 
and Representatives to which such State may then. 
be entited in Congress, and a majority of the 
aggregate number of the votes of all the States 
shall be necessary to anelection. 'The person hav- 


“ing the votes of the greatest number of districts 


96. . 
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for Vice President at the first election shall be Vice 
President, if such number be a majority of the 

whole number of votes given; and if no person 

have such Majority, and ifa President shalt not 

have been elecied_at tke first trial, then a second 


election shail, on the same days that an election 
is held for President, take place betwee en, 
and. to -be confined ‘0 the ons having 
the two high or „vice President, 


est numbers fo 

at the first trial; but in case two or more per- 
sons, shall have received the cae of an equal 
numberof the electoral districts for Vice President, 

and sach number be less than, but next to, the 
number received by the person hav. g the highest 
number, but less than a majority of the whole, at 

the preceding trial, then such second election shall 
be confined to the per cson. having received the high- 
est number, and to the elder or eldest ef the two or 

more persons having received the next highest and 
an equal number at the preceding trials and the 
person having received the votes of the greatest 
number of electoral districts for Vice President, at’ 
such second election, shall be the Vico President; 


and such second election shall be condueted, and 
the result certified, in all respects, in the ‘same 
„manner as the first; but if the two persons voted 
for as Vice President shall have received an 
equal number of votes in the second -cleetion, 
then the Senate shall elect one of them for Vice 
Presider, as isnow provided in ihe Constitution. 
But when a second election by the people shal! not 
be necessary for the office of President, and a Vice 
President shall not have been elected by a ma- 
jority of the districts at the first trial, then the Se- 
nate shall elect a Vice President from the 
persons having the two highest numbers in the 
first election; but in case two or more 
sons shall have received the votes of an equal 


rer- 


number of the electoral districts for Vice 
President, and such number less than, but 
next to, the number received by the per- 


son having tbe highest namber, but less than a 
majority of the whole, at the preeeding trial, and 
ne second election for President shall be necessary, 
then the Senate shall, in electing a Vice President, 
choose between the person having reeeived the votes 
of the 
Gent at the first trial, and the elder or eldest of the 
two or more ah deeds Rae Tereiveg the neat high- 
est, and an cn ï of thee lecto: al 
distic ts, at the 

On motion of 
relief of the | 


taiten up. ; 

ARD went into a fall expier 
the merits of the case, and urged the imme i 
sage ofthe bill. Mr. TI. ealed tieattention of the 
ate ii law of 1816, in “vel won to indie 
predations. By fhat aer it was made nec 


of 


sary to inguire into the damase sustained, and 
to make a true report thereon; and when the 
law was complied with, 28 neni was award- 


ed to the claim: Government had 
apponi i comt missioners to inguire into tne losses 
sustained, in the late with the host 
tribes, eho had made consi iderable progress, he be- 
lieved, ia Georgia, but not in Florida; the b bi il be- 
fore the Senate was the same as that re ported last 
session. T'he facts in the ease were, that the pjanta- 
tion of Mr. Bulous was take n possession of by the 
Sees peek i ain 


War 


of law and jt 

Mr. KING said he did not pay i particular a 
tion to the casein question at 
if he had, bhe would have been mere 
disposed to have voted for it then thannow. Go 
far from the United States soldiers having ocenpi- 
ed property being the ease o destruct! (0n, 
it wasin many Cases the means of its being s 
and the troops were often å to take pos 
sion, for the very purpose © rving it. 


the last session of 


is 


vernment had appointed coramissioners to go into ~ 


that country, and ascertain: the damage sustained, 


est namber of distriets for Vice Presi-- 


of an 


‘claimants ought not to be 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and make some estimate of the value ofp prop 
ty destroyed ; that commission was now in the 
discharge of that duty, and he presumed it 
would. not be’ long before the Senate would 
have the report of “the. commissioners. At all 
evenis Mr. X. said, he was not disposed to act 
on an isolated case. ‘If this mode of proceed- 
ing were adepted, the result would be, that some 
tivo or three cinimants would be paid fo the preju- 
dice of others. He wished justice extended to ail 
the claimants, and would go as far as any one in 
advocating it; hnt really, in the present state of the 
ase, he thought it safer to postpone the further 
consideration of the bil! for the present. Althouzh 
he would make no motion to that elect, hesubmit- 
ted to the Senator (Mr. Hubbard) whether it would 
not be better for him to consent to such a proposi- 
tion. ' 
Mr. HUBBAR 
thongdt the pas 
terfere with any 


2D replied at some length, He 
ge of he present bill would notins 
caso, norway iy 
individual Tt came wi the princip 
recognised by the Government for the lasti 
years, and he hoped there wonid be no 
lay, but that justice might at once be done 
claimant. 

Mr. DAVIS said that the suggestions of the gen- 
tleman front Alabama, (Mr. Kivg,) were, in his 
opinion, entitled to much weight. Precedents might 
be established by a too hasty proceeding that might 
involve the country inan immense expense, and 
he would therefore move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. 


ma sew no reason why 
remunerated; but, in his 
opinion, the first objeat should be to ascertain how 
far Government was bound to indemnify indivi- 
duals for their losses, Repeated applications had 
been made to the Department of War for forees to 
protect the property ofthe citizens, which, f attended 
to at the time, would, in all pro hability, heva pre- 
vented these applications forindemnifiestion; but it 
eppeared that the Secretary paid more e attention to 
the suggestions of those immediately eround him, 
than to those who were acquainted with the state of 
the coumirg; ar ben ace property was Consenviente 
t . He was not now, however, 

's the auestion at present. 

was proper to delay the 
ibe leoked atin all its varions 


PPD MoH t had acted wisely in 


CLAY of Alaba 


Mr. NILES the 
subject until it con 
bearing. The G: 


ims were onedd. and t 


repert, TIe ; ho reason. why one 

be acted op, “1 a eoommission ba 

painted to report on the whole sabject. Tt might | 
be that some deley would be occarioned to the 
sun s bul, on the wholes it wonld be the wi 

and safer policy, i in kis opinion, to pastpane the bill. 


The bill was liid on the table, when Mr. F ERY 

BARD expressed his intention of call ay 

the ensuing week. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 

pance, reporte eda bi il to remit the duties on certain 
aper machines imported by Tenry J. Pickering: 
yi àma orde De. to a Begonia. reading. 


NY, 
acy 


v Yo 


bills for the relief of E. Tower, and that for 
the relief of Trastus and Thadeus FE were 


read a third time, and passed. 
The DHL to ascertain ana onf 
line Penvern hican an 


a by B ELL, 
vas ai mente. and order 
thi rq reading. Byn 
boundary is made retu 
next annual session. 


LUNDY, 
l ie be engrossed for a 
dment iae pai of the 
ie at iis 


= 


` yery, 1837, 


Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bill: 
lating to the District currency; when 

Mr. KING said, as the Scnate was not as ful 
as he could wish it when a bill of such importan 
was to- be dise used, he wouid move t9 postpone 


day for “that ime 
THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION, ee 
Mr. BAYARD rese, and said that at the Jas! 
gular session of Congress he had presented the re 
solntion of the Siate which he had the} honor 
part to represent, against the defacement: of the 
journal by what has been commonly called the 
Erpin nging Resolution, and at that time gave notite 
that he should at the ensuing session, and so long 
as he had the honor ofa seat here, contend against: 
that measure. When he gave thal notice, appear. 
ances were much against tthe probability of SUCCESS; = 
but the dawn of a brighter and better day had 
broken upon us, which “led him to hope the ace; 
cnmplishment of his purpose was near at hand, 
The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. “Buchanan) 
hed, in the benevolence of his feelings, when he’ 
(Mtr. Bayard) announced his intention of introduce” 
ing a rescinding resolution at the last session, 'êxs 
pressed his } hope that he mightlive to see its adop: 
tion; meaning, no doubt, to bestow upon hima - 
lengthened term of exist ence, if not an immortality; 
in the same spirit of complaisance in which a Spar’: 
niard wishes you may live a thousand years. Buts 


Mr. B, said, he should be very sorry to have his. 
life cut short as speedily asit was now probable 


at event would occur. i 
The resolution he presented was merety to Te- 
seind the ex cpunging resolation, without professing | 
to express any opinion.on the merits of the origi- 
resolution of 1834. TIe contended against the 
right of expanction, and his purpose was solemnly: 
to disavow that principle: He moved that the re- 
solution which he now presented might be laid 
upon the table, and printed for the use oF the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. B. then offered the following preamble and 
resolution : 

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, in the", 
exercise of its functions as a deliberative assembly, © 
did, on the 28th day of March, 1834, adopt the 
fol lowing resolution : : 

“ Resolved, That the President, in the late Exe” 
cutive proceedings in relation to the revenue, has 
assumed upon himself anthority and power not 
red by the Constitution and laws, but in de- 
an of porh.” j 
And whereas, 
of Jannar , 1837 
above res oration a adoj 
t Reso wed, 


th 


lerwards, to wit, on the 16th day 
f the Senate, in reference to the 
l another as follows: 
resolve be expunged 
from the Journal ; that parpose, that the 
Secretary of the $ Sen , at such time as the Senate 
may appoint, shail bring the manuseript Journal of | 


{$ “hat 


the session of 1833-4 into the Senate, and; in the 
presence of the Senate, draw black lines round thë 


iq resolve, and write across the face thereof, int 
rong letters, the words fcllowing: Expuanged’ by 


order of the Senate, this 16th day of January, mi 
the year of our Lord 1837.” 


whereas the Constitution of the United / 
xpreasly requires that each Elouse of *Con- 
Nl keep a journal of its proceedings, mean- 
afal and permanen 


And 
States 
gre 
ime therel 
record of i 


And 
ae 


wher United States, 
executive, and jus 
as a delibe! | 
whicheat 


f iis legisla tive, 
nas the in 
, to expr 
" resolnt tior 


ghi, 


i 


And wh 


vhen thus expresséd,. 
gs, Of which the Con- 
permanent record sha. l be 


proce 


And whereas ihe resolution of the 16th of Jan- 
and the act ofthe Secretary’ of the 
Senate in comp! with dt, was a violationof - 
the Co auch as, in legàlcoatemplä= 
tion, it destr and in fact def faced, the record: 
of ihe proceedings to which it refers: wherefore; 
Reso oived, That the resolution of the 16th'of Jane: 
nary, 1837 i, commoniy called the expunging resolts. 
tion, be, aud the same is hereby, feseinded, and” 


January, 1637. 
nator from Dela-.| 
ty long: existenee in: “this 
2 of éted to Hye watil what was 
asked Dy t ion was adopted... The Señator 
< has been ‘pleased to. say. he would: not be. willing 
_ | to. die so son.: He ‘certainly ‘wished the Senator 
- dong life and. prosperity; but to remain until his 
aim was accomplished, would be to. render him 
miserable, unless he feasted on the Medean herb 
to refiovate his youth: The gentleman. has “been 
pleased toallade to the dawning light which he 
fanciés is beginning’ to: glimmer. on: his. political, 
prospects, -T admit (said Mr. B.) ‘that. there have 
been some few. dark clouds in our Northern hori- 
zen; but we turn from them to the brilliant, sunny 
skies of. the South, where all.is bright.and cheering. 
The’ gentleman and his friends are encouraged, I 
know, and. I am- willing they should hope on, 


having no disposition to throw obstacles in the way ` 


of their anticipations; but, unless I am more mis- 
taken than f “ever was in all my life, there 
will come a frost, a nipping frost—[Here 
some. Senator observed “a _killing’’]—well, “a kil- 
ling” frost, that will blight all. their fair crop of 
hopes. IT should not have made even this short 
reply; if the gentleman had not alluded to a quaint 
remark of mine, made at the last session. 
The Senate then adjourned until Monday. 


x -| a 


i MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

os e TaurspaY, December 14, 1837., 

Mr. BRIGGS was announced as having been 
appointed.to fill the vacancy in. the Committee of 
Ways and Means, occasioned -by «the resignation 


of Mr. Furreggr. oo. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESSED SEAMEN, 

Mr. SMITH asked the: consent of the House to 
take up. the’bill from the Senate authorizing the Pre- 
sident: of the United Sates to cause:public vessels 
to cruise upon the coast-in ‘the winter season, and 
to relieve distressed seamen. 

Some objections being heard—} : 

Mr. ‘WISE: said he hoped no gentleman wonld 
persist in objecting, for it was very important that 
it. should be passed as soon as possible, and, upon 


examination, he had found that this bill had no | 


. necessary connection with 
to see adopted. i 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio inquired if the 
pill did not require to be committed to.a Committee 
of the Whole.. : : F 
Mr.: WISE sald- the.bill involved no appro- 
priations >i $ 
Mr. WHITTLESEY. Butit involved a charge 
upon the Treasury. 
The CHAIR decided its 
necessary: : , . 
The bill was then taken up, without objection, 
ordered to a third reading, and them read the third 
and passed. : 
Petitions and memorials were. then presented by 
Mr. JOHNSON; of Virginia. F 
Messrs. GRAHAM,DEBERRY,C. SHEPARD 
“A. Ho SHEPHERD, and WILLIAMS, of North 
Carolina. ; : 

Mr. LEGARE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. DAWSON, . CLEAVELAND, ` and 
GRANTLAND, of Georgia. © } 

[Mr. CieaveLanp presented the petition of Mat- 
thew St. Clair Clarke, agent for and on behalf of the 
State of Georgia; praying to be paid the amount ofa 
final settlement. cer‘ificate issued by Joha Pieres, 
Paymaster General and Commissioner of Army Ac- 
counts, onthe 18th May, 1788, to the State of Geor- 
gia, for 3,983. 70, for payments made by that 
State to her offiters.of the Revolutionary army, on 


continental establishment, “for the commutation of 


the provisions he wished 


commitment to be un- 


t 


ie half pay, and for other: pay. due, 
with tie interest: thereon now dueg 2 
Messrs, UNDER WOOD,CALHOON HAWES, 
MENIFEE, RUMSEY, WILLIAMS, HARLAN, 
| SOUTHGATE, and GRAVES, of Kentucky. 
|- Messrs. STONE, -© MAURY,. CARTER,. 
SHIELDS; CHEATHAM, TURNEY, Mc- 
CLELLAN, and BELL, cf Tennessee, : 
“Messrs... WHITTLESEY, HARPER, BOND, 
ALLEN, MASON, RIDGEWAY, DUNCAN, 
WEBSTER, KILGORE, GOODE, SHEPLER, 
“CORWIN, and MORRIS of Ohio. 
-\[Mr. Wessrer presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the western part of Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to grant pensions to those engaged in the In- 
dian wars of the West, prior to the treaty of Green- 
ville.] ; RRES, g 
© [Mr. Kincorr presented “H petition of 361 
females, resident in the State of Ohio, praying ihe 
abolition of slavery in the District of Calambia.] 
Messrs. BOON, HEROD, RARIDEN, DUNN, 
WHITE, EWING, aid GRAHAM of Indiana. 
(Mr. Boon. presented ‘the memorial of the prs- 
dident and board of directors of the Mount Car- 
mel and New Albany railroad company, praying 
Congress to grant to said company a portion of the 
“refuse public lands to aid in the construction of the 
said road: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands.] 


citizens of Allen, Steuben, and De Kalb counties, 
praying a post road-from Fort Wayne to the 
county seat of Branch county, Michigan, passing 
divers intermediate pomts therein named ; which 
was referred to the Committee on, the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Also, the memorial of the yearly 
| meeting of Friends, embracing Friends of Indiana, 
l IMinois, and the western part of Ohio, remonstrat- 
‘! ing against the annexation of Texas to the United 
f States. Also, the remonstrance of citizens: of 
1 Union county against the annexation of Texas. 
| Also, the remonstrance of 288 citizens of Wayne 
: and Randolph counties against the annexation cf 
= Texas. Also, the remonstrance of citizens of 
; Richmond and vicinity against the annexaticn of 
i ‘Texas; which memorial and remonstrances were 
| severally laid on the table. 
| Mr. R. asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
‘rom the files the petition and evidence of Benjamin 
Sayers; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims.] 

[Mr. Wuite presented a memorial of the settlers 
upon the unsold lands in the counties of Porter and 
Lake, in the State of Indiana, praying the passage 
| of a pre-emption. law. ] . 

Messrs. CASEY, SNYDER, and MAY, of Mi- 
nois. 

.. [Mr. Casmy presented the petition of Timothy 
Guard, of Gallatin county, Ilinois, praying to be 
relieved from the payment of interest ona debt for 
| which he is bound as security to the United States, 

upon condition that he pays the Government the 
whole amount of the: principal on oi before the Ist 
day of March next; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.] 

{Mr. May presented a number of petitions pray- 
ing the establishment of mail routes in various 
parts of Hlinois. 
of citizens of Boon county, Illinois, praying for the 
right-of pre-emption to four sections of land, for 
the use of a college. Also, a petition from Tho. 
mas Morgan, of Sangamo county, Ilinois, praving 
that a pension be allowed him for injuries received 
during the late war. Also, a remonstrance from a 
number of citizens of Lasalle county, Hlinois, 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 
Also, the, petition of W. C. Osborne, of Whiteside 
county, Illinois, praying for the right-of pre-emp 
tion, survey, etc: to certain lois in the town of 
Albany, in said county. Also, the petition of Asa 
Lee Davison, and others, praying for the right of 
pre-emption to certain lands therein set forth. Also, 
the petition of Clarke Hollenbeck, and others, 
praying indemnity for losses sustained during the 


late Indian distarbanees in [Hinois.. Also, a peti 
tion of a ugmber of- citizens of Wisconsin Ferri- 
tory, praying the erection of a light-house at South- 
port, Racine county, in said “Territory. Also, a 


petition from a number of inhabitants residing in- 


together 
= “| ofa preemption law. Also, the petition of John 
’ Painter, of Green’ county, Hlindis, praying that he 


[Mr. Rarınen presented the petition of sundry. 


Also, a petition from a number 


fn ne ren aa ed aAa 
~ 


-tionto- three istands in the Kankakee river. 
‘a petition from a number of citizens of Fulton 


‘and LYON, of Alabama: 


the northern part of Illinois, ptaying. for the passage 


be allowed'a pension. Also, the petition of Asher 
Holmes, Sidaey Wood, and Rufus Rice, of Will. . 
county, Illinois, praying for the right of pre-emip- 
Also; 


county, {linois, praying: for an. extension ‘of the 
pre-emption iaws J oc 
Messrs. “MARTIN, CHAPMAN, LAWLER, 


[Mr. Caapman presented the petitions of Joel 
Chandler, Abrabam Woodal, Witham- Walker, 
Jehu Hollinsworth, Janus A. Williams, and Wm. 
James Arons, praying to he telieved from: the 
consequences of mistakes in the entry of lands. 

_ Mr. ©. presented the petition of Isaac. and Wm- 
Wilborne, asking the confirmation of lille to a re- 
servation of land; the petition of Elisha Moreland, - 


' Wm. N. Kenedy, Robert Kenedy, and Mason E. 


Lewis, asking privilege of entering other lands in 
leu of their pre-emptions taken by an Indian. re- 
servation; the petition of Wilts Stephens, asking 
confirmation of title to land. : : 

Mr. Cuapman also presented the memorial of 
citizens of the Creek nation, who were deprived-of 
their pre-emptions under the act of 1834, by the 
location of In@ian reservations, praying the privi- 
lege of entering other lands in-lien; the petition of 


thecitizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, praying a === 


new land district in the Cherokee country, and the 
location of the land office in that county. A me- 
morial was presented by Mr. Chapman, praying a 
grant of pre-emptious to the settlers on the public 
lands inthat part of the Cherokee country situated 
in Alabama. : s S See 

Mr. C. introduced several. petitions for mail 
routes, viz: from Decatur, Ala. t9 Rome, Geo.; 
from Semerville to Bennetsville, in Alabama; from 
White Plains, passing Cane Creck and Tallapoo- 
sa, Ala. to Carrollton, Georgia.] 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON, of Mis- 
souri. 

[Mr. Minner presented a petition from Joseph 
Evans and others, asking Congress to grant them 
pre-emption rights to certain lands in the State of 
Missouri, therein mentioned. Also, a petition from, 
Harvey H. Colgan, asking Congress to grant him 
a pre-emption right to a certain tract of Jand in the 
State of Missouri, therein mentioned.] ; 

[Mr. Harrison presented sundry petitions from 
the citizens of Misgouri. praying a grant of land 
for the construciion of 


a road from the seat of Go- 
vernment in Missouri to the seat of Government 
in Arkansas. Memorial of the Legislature of 
Missonri, asking „Congress. to pass a preemption 
law. The petition of sundry citizens, praying the 


-establishment of a mail ronte from Troy in Lincoln 


county, to Danville in Montgomery county. The 
petition of James A. Clark for a pre-emption right. 
The petition of sundry citizens of Audrain county 
for a maii route from Columbia, in Boon county, to 
Mexico in said county. 
Céle county for a mail route from Marion, in said 
county, to the town of California. Petition ‘of 
James ‘Allen for pension. Of Wiliam Turney for 
a pension. , as 7 
Mr. Harrison then moved that the following pe- 
titions, &c. laid on the table at the end of the last 
session of the lest gress, be taken up, and be 
in referres| to the. several committees to which 
r ti then referred: The petition 
wuri, praying additional 
niier. A resolution in- 
x Ailitary Afairs to in- 
into the expediency of placing at the disposal 
ori, for the use of that State, 
complete for. the field, for 
ht artillery, to be used for the 
protection of the State. The petition of sundry 
citizens asking -emption yights upon ‘such 
French and Spanish claims as were rejected by the 
Roard of Gommisioners.- Petition of the citizens of 
Ray county, praying for an additional land district. 
Of the citizens of Boone county praying for a land of- 
fice at Columbia in said county, Memorials from the 


tre 


ag the Com 
quire 
of the State cf Mi 
cannoa, carriages 


| Legislature of. Missouri, for agrant.of land for 


_ptimaro schools; to appropriate the interest arising 


Of sundry. citizens of + 


from the sale of the seminary lands tothe purpose of 
primary schools; for a new land office; for the pas- 
sage of an act authorizing a change ih the appi 
tion of funds appropriated in support of a sémi- 
nary of learning; for the passage of a law allowing 
pre-emptions. The petition of sundry Citizens of 
Crawford, Pulaski, Franklin, and Gasconade coun- 
ties, for anew land district. Of sundry citizens, 
asking the privilege of improving the navigation 
of Salt river. Resolution instr ucting the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals to inquire into the expe- 
diency of improving the navigation of the Merri- 
mack river. Memorial of the citizens of St. Louis, 
relative to the location of the Cumberland road. 
Petition of the citizens of the town of Carondelet, 
asking the passage of a law tə authorize a division 
of their land. - Memorial of the -citizens of 
Clay county, asking for a stlperintendency of 
Indian affairs on the western. frontier. Me- 
morial of the Missouri and Mississippi Rail- 
road Company. Petition of the citizens of 
Lewis and Clarke counties, for a mail route. 
Petition of Wm. Monroe and sundry other citizens 
asking remuneration for Indian depredations. 
Petition of Jefferson Greer and John Wiley, fer 
compensation for jand taken from them which 
they had bought of the United States. Of Jonathan 
Boone, for change of entry: Of Jno. Winiseti, 
praying relief as set forth in his petition. Of Hiner 
Stigermire, for change: of entry. Of Henry Du- 
chuquette and others, for relief respectiag their 
claim, to land. Of Jno, Wilson, for compensation 
for services rendered during the Black Elawk war. 
Of the heirs of Lewis Vanier. O!-Jos. Barkiey, 
of Jos. V. Garnier, of Barney Ragan, of Jro. 
< Malanphy’s heirs, of Jno. Campbell, ‘of Susan 
Labeaunne, of Albert Tiron, of Pierre La Purge, 
of Wm. Alley, of Chs. McPherson and cthers, 
of Telford Taylor, of James Butier and Alex, 
Morgan, of Thos. P. Copes, of Richard B. Brum- 
field, of Wm, Murray 
Mr. [larnison also. pr esented the petition of the 
heirs of Daniel Boone, praying, compensation for 
the services of their ancestor.) 
Mr. YELL of Arkansas. 
Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 
[Mr Crary presented the following petitions: 
A petition of certain iuhabitants of Brownstown, 
in Wayne county, fur the establ:siment of a wail 
routs. A petition of certain inhabitants of Calhoun 
county fora maul route from Marshali to the Grand 
yiver. A petition of 26ciiizensofLoaden, it roe 
county, ugelast the annexauon of Texas to the 
Union. | 
Me. JONES of Wisconsin. 
ns of Wiscousin, presented the follow- 


m the people of Buffalo, N. Y. of 
e, Pa. of Maw ue Wis 
aying for the con- 

t the mewh of 
petition af 


Potions fro 
Cleveland, Ohio; o 
Ter. of Be l 
struction of 


a harbor 
Roet river, in Wisconsin. 


al 
inhabi- 
on the subject of the Northern 
A uri Phe petition of Johi 
f lowa county, Wisconsin, who pr 
for the passage of a law to authorize him to enter 
certain lands in said Territory at the minimum 
Government price. The proceedings of a conver- 
tion of the people of Wisconsin Territory, west of 
the Mississippi river, who pray for the establish- 
ment of a separate Territorial Government west 
of the Mississippi river. Also, for the passag 
a pre-emption law; and also, the adjustment of the 

Northern boundary line of Missouri. A petition 
from mary citizens. of Brown county, Wisconsin, 

who pray for the construction of a light-hoase and 
harbor at Rewannee, in said Territory. A petition 
from citizens of Brown county, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a custom-house at Green Bay, and 
for making said place a port of entry. A petition 
from the widow of George C. Willard, deceased, 

for the right to eater a part of the sixteenth section 
in the Mineral Point land district. A petition of 
William, Henry, and Thomas Jenkins, praying 
for the right to enter a quarter section ef land, 
each, in the Mineral Point Jand district, at the mi- 
nimum Government price. Pett tions from citizens 
of Jonesville; of Van Buren and Lee counties; of 
Milwaukie, etc. of DuBuque; of Chicago, DL; of 


tanis of W 
boundary an 


ISCON 


‘mouth of Sauk 


L GLOBE: 


Rockingham; of Hennepin, IIL; all praying: for the 
establishment of post routes. A petition fromrse- 
veral citizens of Belleview, for the amendment 
of the law authorizing the laying off said town. A 
petition from the citizens of Prairie Du Chien, Wis. 
T. praying that the Fort at that place be granied to 
a board of trustees for a seminary of learning, 

whenever the same be not needed as a militar y 
post. Memorials from the Legisiative Assembly 
of Wisconsin Territory, praying for the construc- 
tion ofa road from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river; from Fort Winnebago to intersect the 
road from Chicago, Ilinois, to Green Bay, between 
the former place, and Milwaukee; from Fort Win- 
nebago to Fort Howard, and from Green Bay to 
Lake Michigan; for aship canal from Sheboyagan 


to Lake Winnebago; for Light Houses, Harbours, 


and Surveys; fa the improvement of rivers, and 
for placing buoys in Fox river. A peti tion of 
citizens of Fort Madison for post routes. Memo- 
rial of citizens residing on Lake Michigan, pray- 
ing for the construction of a light house at the 
river. The “petition of the 
administrator of Tlenry Gratiot, deceased.. A 
memorial froh the Legislative ‘Assembly, who 
pray that arms, &c. may be furnished for the de~ 
fence of the Territory by its inhabitants in the 
event of war. A petition of citizens of Wiscons n 
Territory, for the passage of a pre-emption law, 
and for the restriction of sales of public lands to 
actual setilers, A petition for roads from Chicago 
to Green Bay, &e. A petition for a harbor and 
light-houss ar Milwaukie. A petition praying for 
the construction of a harbor at Kewanee, Wiscon- 
Sin. Territory. A petition for harbors at Root 
river and at Milwaukie. A resolution for the 
division of Wisconsin Terriery. The petition of 
the administrator of Henry Gratiot, decd, which 
was referred to the Committee of Indian ASairs. } 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina: 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire irto the exnedioney 
of providing by law for investigating and deciding 
ail such “militia”? and “heads of family, 
otber claims to waets of land in the Vineennes 
fand disiriet, as were not ftuly inquired into, nor 
decided upon their merits, by former commission- 

, but are usted io their report; also tpte lhe ex- 
pediency of providing fer all such confirmed rig 
as are mention herewith in the Fiter 
Land Commisiioner, not -yet surveyed er loe 

ing unsold lands to be ent 


or satisfied, by all 
in heu thereof; alao into expediency of makir 
indemnify indi- 


some further spr 
Improvements made on 


ei 


vistaals for servicos 
pudtic lands, when the pre-emption was not ob 
mineg under f also into the expediency 
of anthariz of oduna to rescisd a 
clause m the forme: 
her Constitut be at liberty 10 
eguatize her lands, from and after the 


$3 s that 
upon 


hea yY 


day of sale; iato the expediency of granting 
to the officers and privates in the service of the 
United States, as rangers and militia for six 


months altogether, duri 
land each, apportioned è 
vices.’ . 
Resolved, That a memorial herewith of the citi- 
zens of Indianapolis and its vicinity, in relation to 
the Cumberland road, be referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, with instructions to inquire 
if it would not best comport with public interest, 
be expedient, to abridge the duties of the chief 
superintendent, by confining his attention to the 
work required in one State, and to release him of 
the incumbrance of keeping and paying ont the 
mongy appropriated, by providing fur an arrange- 
ment with the Treasury Department and the State 
Bank of Indiana; and also to make an ampie ap- 
proptiation for the vigorous prosecution a and com- 
ion of the grading, metaliog, and Dri A 
qtired on the road through the State of India 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Mi 
be instrueted io inquire into the expediency ef 
thorizing the appointment of suitable and compe- 
tent military inspectors, to muster and train and 


z the last war, a tract of 
wrding to rank and ser- 


and” 


discipline the commissioned and non-commissioned ` 


militia officers of the several States in field encamp- 


ment sixty days of each : year, ane paying’ Said: 
cers as cadets-are now paid. durihg the: Pek 
their instruction in camp. 


Resolved, That the Committee: of : Chains Be 
instructed to inquire into the. justice -and.. 
diency of amending “An act to provide for the 
ment of horses lost or destroyed inthe. servie 
the- Upited States,” approved January 48; 
so as to embrace and provide ‘for horses Jost and, 
private property consumed or wasted. by. mount 
rangers, and militia, and volunteers, in the -anthos 
rized Wabash campaigns of 1811, and prio 
the formal declaration 6f war in June, 1812, 

On moticn of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commere: pee 
instructed] to inquire into. the expediency of“ estas: 
blishing a port of entry at Evansville, on the Ohie 
river. 

On motion of Mr. A. G. HARRISON 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiciaty. 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency: of < 
exiending to the district court of the United States, : 
for the State of Missouri, its original jurisdiction, 

and of allowing two termsin the year to:the: icirewit * 
court of the United States for said district. eini 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices. ` 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into thé’ 
expediency of establishing a maii roate from Cis 
rolton in Carrol county, to the town of Far West; 
in Caldwell county, Arkansas. : 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin moved to: refer.to 
the Committee. on Pablic Lands a resotution 
pled at the last winter’s session of Congress, ine”: 
quiring into the expediency of establishing two $ 
land bffices west of the Mississippi river, in Wis: 
consin Territory. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, j 

Resotved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciaty 
be insir racted to inquire into the expediency. of re 
storing to the United States District. Court at 
Huntsville, Alabama, the jurisdiction of which: 
was deprived by the act establishing the Circuit 

sourt of that place, and of alering the time of 2 
holding said District Court. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads 
Canals be instructed to inquire into th: expedi 
eucy of making an appropriation for the improve: 
ment of the navigation of the Great Wabash river 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads ingaire isto the expediency: of 
establishing a post route from Carrolton, in Green 
county, Himwois, via Eaton’s mills, W ilmi ington, 
and Glasgow i0 Winebester in Morgan eogaty. 

Resolved, Pat the Committee on the Post Office: 
and Post Roads inqaire iaio the expediency of 80 
auering the mail route from Chisago to Galena, 
as to have the same passthrough the seats of: jue 
tice of Kane, De Kalb and Ogle counties, thence, | 
to West Grove, Cherry Grave and Wili ‘jams. : 
Grove to Galena. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 
vere referred to commitices 

Bill No. 87, making apsropr 
certain roads in Alabama. 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Bill No. 457, providing more effectually for the 
defence of the Arkansas frontier. Referred-to ty 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Bul No. 802, ¢ sranting pre-emption. rights: to 
actual settlers on ‘pub! ie lands. Referred tothe 
Committee on Pablie Lands. ey 

Bill No. 908, establishing additional land daties — 
in Alabama. red to the same committee. +i 

Bills No. 947 and 483, to repair Little Rock and). 
other roads. Referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also a number of private bills. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Re solved, Tiat the Committee on the Post ofe 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the-ex 
pe diency of discontinuing the mail route from Win 
chester, the county seat of Franklin count 7, to Jas 
per, in Marion county; and also the route: from 
Winchester to Bellfonte, Jackson county, Alabamā; of 
and establishing in lieu thereof a route from: 
chester to Bolivar, in Jackson county, via { 
creek, &c. That the committee also inquire dot 


the following bills 


tions to complete 
Referred to the Come 


Refer 


ga ‘mail Toute fron 
fe, the county seat of “Warren ‘county, | 
to Jasper, in: Marion cowity; Tennessee, by way “of 
Beersheba Springs: ede 
ion of Mr, CROCKETT, ; 
Resolved, waters the Committeeon ‘fhe J ndiciary 
: to inquire into the expediency o = 
Þlishin a District Court of- the. Usted “Sates a 
y in West Tennessee, -. 
of Mr. BOON,- > 
hat the. Committee of  Commiense. be 
to inguite’ into: the ‘expediency of esta~ 
nga port of entry: at Evansville, on the Ohio 


- On motion of Mr: HAMER, En DaF 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 

Pensions be. instructed to ‘inquire inte the expedi- 

eney of increasing the pension of John M. Pike, 

-of Adams county, Ohio,-to the sum allowed to a 

lieutenant in the Revolutionary army. 

‘On motion of Mr. KILGORE, : 

9.5 Resolved, That the Commiitee. on the J udiciary 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the'salary-of the district judge of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on- Invalid Pen- 

sions. be, instructed ,to inquire into the propriety of 

; a. pension to Adam Shrofe, of Brown 
io, for wounds received during the late 

Great Britains 6 

On motion of Mr: MASON of Ohio. à 

Resolved, ‘That the petition of James Rieden and 

the ve wuchers in support thereof, now-on the files of 

this House, be referred to the Committee on Indian 

Affairs;, and: that the: petition of James Smith of 

Ohio, and "McClelland of Pennsylvania; be re- 

ferred to the Commitiee‘on- the a adiciary. 

On motion of Mr- HARPE 

> Resolved, That the he of Claims i inquire 

into the: expediency of allowing compensation to 

dam. Smith, of Licking county, Ohio, for mate- 
vials furnished “by: him Tor. the erection of the Cum- 
berland road, west of the river Muskingum. 
(Mr. Siietps vesterday presented the memorial 
of sandry citizens of the county of Lincoln, S:ate 
of ‘Tennessee, praying. Congress to authorize the 
-sale ofa towaship of school. “land therein described; 


tee on PablicLands 

Gn mation of Mp. SmELDS, 

“The petition of Major William:-Smith, “of Ten- 
‘Nessee, asking an increase of pension: and the evi- 
dence and papers‘relating to said claith, were re- 
ferred: to the Committee.on Revolutionary Claims. 
On mota of Mr. SMELDS ; 
‘Resolved, That the Commitee on Indian Affairs 
be iastraèted'to inguire into the expediency of re- 


William Anderson, for property taken or destroyed 
bythe Cherokee Indians about the year 1788; and 
that ‘the’ papers relating thereto, ‘oa file of the 
Honse, be referred to the same committee. J 

n Mro HAYNES moved thatthe House resolve 
jiiself intó a Committee of the- Whole on the state 
ofthe Union: ow the President’s Message. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio objecting, on the 

ground that hedesired that the standing committees 
should first-report, 
Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension. of the rules: 
lost. 
> Reports were then’ called for from the standing 
committees. 


Ways and Means, reported à bill for the relief of 
Chastelain. and -Ponvert: read: twice, and com- 
mitted: : 
Also, a bill for: the relief of Robert Dickey, of | 
New-York + read twice, and committed. 

Mr McKIM, frora the same commitiee, reported 
a bill for the relief, of the president and directors of 
the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad Compa- į 
ny: read iwice, and committed. 
Mr: WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims; reported all the cases referred, 
nder the order, to that corhmittee on Monday last. 


‘ollowing is a list of the: bilis, viz: for the 


Francis Gardiner 
2 Benjamin Mooers 


which, ‘on his:motien, was referred to tie Commit- ; 


munerating the legal heirs and representatives of | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG,: from the Committee of | 


| Thomass. Lawler, and Smith James L. Kenner 


| 


; Wm. and James C.coka 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
$ 
| 
H 
H 
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i 
i 
| 
; 
i 
ji 
H 
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He eation. 
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: Nicholas Hedges 


BOND, on Monday last, was taken up, and agreed 


| went into committee, Mr. Apnams inthe chal, on 


Ebenezer-A, Leste: 
Jesse E Dow 


M. ‘Gelston, executor (o) 
Edward Barges. David Gelston : 
Daniel T: Patterson. < Jolin ME Oliver * 
y Wm. Batey, surviving part: John Kreps- 

ner of Bailey & Deford , Christopher Clark: s 
‘John McCarty -so Philip Marshal, et al. Pes a 


Wiliam H. Bell „Gurus Grubb ` 
David Oaldweill, reps..of © ~ John.B. Perkins 
Benj. H. Mackall - William Eadus 
James J Patterson Hannali Mudlong 


Robt Peebles and John Giaham 
- Edw’d. Duval; administrators of 


Daniet Davis - 
James Baker 


Roswell Lee, reps. of. ` Richard Frisby. 

Thomas F; McCaniess -John P. Austin and Edward N: 
Joseph Hall x Tailer 

Jonathan Davis „Alexander G. Morgan 


Albion T. Crow Jonathan Elliot 
Wm. R: Taylor, administrator Jolin Wilson ` 

of Jonathan Taylor John Downes 
John Adloms reps. of, Christopher Werner. 
Thomas W. Bacot, reps. ‘of David H. Maxwell 
Aen R. Moore * Teakle Savate, administrator 


Elias Johns =: of Boli AWS 
‘Thomas er, et al. 


James McMahon 

Sarah Murphy Melancthon T. Woolsey 

Abraham Lansing Joseph Nourse 
M. Miles James Herron 

FL. W. Russet 

Ereeman Brady i 

Robert Fulton, heirs 

Thowas Fillebrown, jun. 

Levy Court, Calvert county, 


Presley N. O’ Bannon 
Wiliam Tharp 


James Callan 


Farraw and Harris Maryland 
Converse ant Rees Wngh MeDonald 
Joseph Radcliff Charles Benrs 


, All the foregoing bills were read twice, and 
‘committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

The CHAIR laid before the House the follow- 
ing Executive communications: 

L. From the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, a report in relation to. some land claims. 

- On motion of Mr. YELL, referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands, 

2. From the Department of State, an’abstract of 
the number of American seamen, ete, ` 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, referred to the Com- 
mittee en Commerce. 

3. From the Secretary of the rreašnrý, a report 
on the sehjeet of building light-houses, light-boats, 
beacon li gats, and buoys. 

Referred to the commiitee on Commerce, on 
piorion of Mr. SMITH. 

From the Secretary of the Navy an abstract 
of the contingent expenses of that Department. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
laid on the table. | 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. 


to. 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House a statement of the 
several amounts paid in’ specie by the deposite 
banks on the shee or orders of the Treasury 
Department since the 13ik of May last, and the 
amount and date.of any such checks cn.which 
said banks refused payment in specie, in part or 
in whole. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Dee: 15, 1837. ` 

Mr. HAYNES asked the unanimous consent of 
‘tthe House to move that the Honse resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the Presideni’s Message. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rale; 
which wax agreed to—ayes 119, noes 37. 

Mr. OWENS gave notice that on Monday next 
he would ask leave to bring in a bill to provide for 
fixing me Northeastern boundary line. 

FERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 
On mation” of Mr. HAYNES, the “House then 


the President's Message. 
Mr. HAYNES then “submitted the resolutions 
offered by him some days since, yik a modif- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


The first and’ second ‘resolutions were agreed to 
Meer a Hivision; as follows: 

» Resolved, That so:much of the President’s 
Masire as refers to the political relations of the 
United States with foreign nations: be committed.to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
~ Q Resolved, That So much of said Message as 


z 


‘relates to the’ commerce | of the United: States viih. 
- foreign. nations: be referred, to the Committee on 


Commerce. 
The third resolution was then taken Up. aS. fol- 
lows : : 
3. Resolved, Thar so much of said Message’ as 
relates to the "finances, “and: every thing connected 
therewith ;.to the safe-ke sing of the public moneys, 


P 
| and every thing connected therewith ; and so much 
| thereof as relates to the Bank of the United States,- 


be referred to the Committee of: Ways.and’ Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested. tò the mover 
ihat the questions submitted to Congress by the 
President, in. reference to the reissue of “the notes 
of the old Bank of the United States, belonged 


‘rather to the Judiciary Committee than to that of 


Waysand Means. He therefore moved to strike 
out that part of the resolution relating to the Bank 
of the United States, and moved a fourth resolution f 
as follows: ` 

4. Resolved, That so much of the President's 
Message as rélates to the reissuing of the notes of 
the late Bank of the United States, be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WISE said he eared nothing about the 
amendmest offered by the gentleman from New 
York, and he rose to object to this third resolution 
in the whole. 

"The CHAIR (Mr: Adams) reminded the gentle- 
nian that the amendment would alone be pending, 
and it would not, therefore, be strictly in. order to 
debate the whole resolationgat that time: 

Mr: WISE woul id posipone his remarks:for the 
present. 

Mr. HAYNES accepted the modification of the 
third resolution; and the question. recurring: thereon, 

Mr, WISE spoke at length: against: the resolu» 
tiou,and in reference to the: various portions of the 
Message having relation to the subject-of the findn- 
ces. Mr. W. was opposed to any reference of this 
subject, unless it might be to a committee of one from- 
each State; and he expressed his dissent to both of / 
the plans adverted to in the Message—the Sub- 
Treasury and the Special Deposite system, 

Mr. HAYNES said itwas not hisdesign to have 
ssid a single word on the subject: of the -reso- 
lations, prepared by him, before the House.. But 
in ‘relation to the resalntion referring to the finan-- 
ces, he had. strong doubts as to whether. the last 
ciause; which had been withdrawn by him, might. 
not have been more ‘properly referred'to the Com- 
mittee onthe Judiciary, as suggested in the modi- 
fication proposed by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. He, Mr. H. could not re- 
frain from expressing his surprise at the course 
pursued by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr-Wise) , 
who had remarked-at such length. on matters not 
then before the. Huuse, the question pending being 
one of mere reference. He considered a great por- 
tion of the gentleman's speech as entirely irrelevant 
and foreign to. the, subject before them, and hè 
would not attempt-to follow the gentleman through 


f his unnecessary and irrelevant remarks, but hoped 
that nothing Would-be said būt what was: applica~ 


bte to the question before them. - 


Mr. BOON said he had not risen for the purpose 
of making a speech, but simply to express his-great 
astonishment at witnessing the terrible flattering 
among the “wounded pigeons,” that had been pro- 
duced | by a simple proposition to have referred to 
one of the standing committees of the Howse a 
portion of the Pr esident’s 3 annual message to Con- 
gress. Why Gnquired Mr. B.) all this ; bustle and 
alarm in the ranks of the modern: Whig party, if 
it be true, as has been stated by the Opposition, 
that the measures recommended by the: President 
have been disapproved and condemned: by the 
people? We are told that the people are opposed 
to the Sub-Treasury scheme. as recommended by 
the present Chief Magistrate; and the late local 
elections in New. York, and some few other States, 
had been adverted: to, as proof positive of the 
will of the people*touching the Subd-Treasury . 
scheme. One would be led to believe, from the - 

eclarations 6f the Whigs, that the little Magician, 
as they “are pleased to call the President, was, 
to tse a common phrase, literally ‘‘ wed up?” in 
Several of the States. Now, Mr. ‘Chairman, if- the 
oft-repeated declarations of the Opposition be true 


in this respeet, why the necessity of endeavoring to 
increase the exeitement in the country, which is 
already too highly excited, by additional exciting 
and alarming speeches being made here, and sent 
forth to the country, before the President’s Message 
had been referred to the appropriate standing com 
mittees of the House, and before any report having 
been made thereon? Mr. B. said that be viewed 
such a course of proceeding not oniy unfair toward 
the Administration, but as being without a prece- 
dent in the history ot any former Congressional 
proceedings, and. could not, therefore, be produc-. 
tive of any beneficial results to the people aud the 
country. Bui, sir, we are told that the Administra- 
tion and its friends are running counter to the sove- 
reign will of the people. Mr. B. said there was 
not a public man living, who held the sovereign 
will of his constituents in any higher or greater 
revere neg and respectful awe than he himseif did; 
yet he felt disinclined to be seen playing off the part 
ofa political demagogue in that Hiouse or elsewhere. 
Fie would, he said, on all questions of pablic 
policy, endeavor faithfully to represent the will of 
his constituents, whenever made known to him; 
and he presumed that there was not a mem- 
ber of that House who would intentionally mis- 
represent the will or the wishes of his immedidic 
constituents. Mr. B. said that he was in favor of 
the preposition of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Haynes) that of referring the subject of the 
public revenue, and every thing connected there- 
with, to the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
when that committee shall have made their report 
to the House, it would then be competent. for the 
majority of the House to ad opt or reject the same, 
either m whole or in part. Adi ferent course, said 
Mr. B. would only tend to delay the final action of 
the House upon the great and exciting question as 
to the fulure s eping of the public revenue. 
Re. B. added, that he had a few words to say in 
conclusion, in reply to some remarks which had 
just been uttered by the member from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Reed) who had last addressed the com- 
mittee. That gentleman, in his attack upon the 
late and present Administrations of the General 
Government, siated in his place, that this Govern- 
ment would no doubt lose a very considerable 
amount of the public revenue which had been de- 
posited by order of the late Administration in the 
State banks. We are told that the Treasury of the 
United States is now bankrupt, and that the Go- 
vermment is in danger of losing a very considerable 
amount of the public money now on deposite in 
the State banks! 
Sir, from what party dees this suspicion and charge 
of bank delinquency come? Does it come from any 
‘friend of the late or present Administration? No, 
sit: it comes froma leader of the moderi Whig par- 
ty! This suspicion aud charge of c bank de- 
urar with a bad grae 
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General Government, as has been charg 
modern “ Whigs.” 

The debate was co 
BREED and EWING it 
the question, on motion of Myr. 
LENG, the committce rose and reported, eee the 
first two resolutions were concurred i in. 


Lie 


_ takin 


the opinion af al! 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was > 
_ Resolved, That, when the House adjourh this 
day, it shall adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the use of the hall, 
to-racrrow, at 11 o’clock, was granted to the Rev. 
Mr. Wolf. Mr A. prefaced his motion by some 
eloquent remarks on the objects and mission of 
Mr. Wolf. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication in relation to, some private claim; 
which, on motion of Mr. REED, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, from the Commissioner on the Public 
Buildings, a report of the expenditures thereon 
during the present year; which, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, was laid on the table. 

The message from the Senate for the appoint- 
ment ofa joint mittee on enrolled bills, was 


taken up, and concurred in. 


Two bills from the Senate, viz: 
1. An act for the relief of Elisha Towns, and 
. An act for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks 
and Thaddens Fairbanks, were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the act entitled “An act for the relief 
o° John P. Becker,” passed March 3d, 1837, so 
as to allow. the said Becker a pension of ninety- 
six dollars per annum. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Postmaster General 
to pay to Elisha Jackson, of Virginia, the amount 
of the drafis drawn on the 29th day of December, 
1834, by William Smith, late mail contractor, in 
favor of said Jackson: one for $237, payable the 
Ist day of August, 1835; ancther for $237, paya- 
ble the Ist day of November, 1835; and another 
for $237, payable the Ist day of February, 1836; 
which were duly accepted by the treasurer of the 
department, and have been protested for non-pay- 
ment, 

On mstion, 

The House adjourned. 


ELOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Dec. 18, 1837. 

As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. BRIGGS rose and addressed the Chair as 
follows : . 

Mr. Speaker: A few days since my colleague 
was excused from serving on the Committee of 
Ways and Means of this House. The Speaker 
did me the honor of appointing me to fill the va- 
eancy occasioned by his withdrawal. The circum- 
stances under which that vacancy occurred, which 
I deeply regret, seem to render it improper that I 
should oceapy the place on that important comimit- 
tee, T Chis, with perhaps one or two exceptions, is 
my colleagues from ME assachu- 
sit, respectfnlly decline the ap- 
the House to excuse me from 


I theref 


nt, and 


v3. was accordingly excused, and the Chair 

ered to fil the vacancy. 

etitions and memorials were then presented by 
DOWNING of Florida. 

Messrs. CHAPMAN and MARTIN 

bama, i j 

Mr. CuapmMan presented the petition of Isaac 
M Loro of Madison count ty, Alabama, praying a 
ight to enter at Goveimment price, 4 one- quarter 
ection of land, ia lieu of his former pre-emption 
n bya sixteenth section. j 

MraCAse EY, of Hinois. 

[Mr. Casey presented the petit 
zens of Lawrence cov Piir nois, praying Con- 
gress rant to Jacob May, of said county, the 
i emption to one erica sixty acres 

bip aro north, range fourteen 
g the 


of Ala- 


ion of sundry eiti- 


5] 
Messis, HEROD, I EWING, and RARIDEN, of 
fadiana. 
(Mr. Ranipen presented the petition of sundry 


| citizens of De Kalb county, Indiana, praying for 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Wayne, Allen county, Indiana, to Denmark, 


+ OOS 


the esiblishmnent of a weekly mail route from Fort 


liams county, Ohio, thence, intersecting a contem- 
plated route from Defiauce, Ohio, to Lima, India 
passing through the villages of Orange and Vie 
referred to the Commitiee on the Post Office” 
Post Roads.] 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, HARPER, MORI 
LOOMIS, and MASON, of Obio.  \ 

Mr. Speaker POLK, Messrs. CAMPBELL à 
CARTER, of Tennessee. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS of Kentucky. 

Messrs. HAYNES, JACKSON, and DAW. 
SON of Georgia. 

[Mr. Jacxson presented the petition of sundry in: 
habitants of Cass, Paulding, and Campbell, coun. 
ties, Georgia, praying the establishment ofa post 
route from Campbellton to, Cassville, -in the sai 
State: referred to the Committee on the Post Offie 
and Post Roads.] 

Messrs. BOULDIN, COLES, CRAIG, JOHN: 
SON, BEIRNE, MORGAN, and JONES, of Vir 

inia. 
i Messrs. McKIM, JENIFER, THOMAS, an 
HOWARD, of Maryland. 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. 

Messrs. PAYNTER, HENRY, NAYLOR,. 
DARLINGTON, BIDDLE, TOLAND, M. MOR- 
RIS, S. W. MORRIS, POTTER, HAMMOND, 
and PLUMER of Pennsylvania. K 

[Mr. M. Morris presented three petitions. o 
similar import, signed, one by 49, another by 99 

and another by 100 women of Bucks county, 
Pennsylvania, for the. abolition of slavery in th 
District of Columbia and the Territories, aŭd thi 
slave trade between the States; which. he mov 
to be referred to the Committee ‘for the District. 
Columbia; but, on motion, they were laid on 
table. i 

Maisie HALSTEAD and STRS ATTON of New 
Jersey. 

Messrs. PARKER, McCLELLAN, FILL 
MORE, MARVIN, NOBLE, TAYLOR, LOOMIS, 
CHILD, GRANT, BRONSON, ‘CAMBRELENG, ’ 
BIR DSALL, HOFFM AN, RUSSELL, TITUS, 
KEMBLE, CLARK, MITCHELL and BRUYN. 
of New York. 

[Mr. Bronson presented the following petitions, 
viz: Petition of Chauncey Calhoun of ‘Watertown 
praying the allowance and payment of the balance 
due him from the United States for work done.on 
the Madison barracks at Sackets Harbor, New: 
York: referred tw Committee of Claims. The pe~ 
tition of Mary Snow, widow of Jonas Snow, a 
revolutionary soldier, deceased, praying for apens. 
sion: referred to Committee on Revolutionary.: 
Pensions. Petition of sundry inhabitants of Jef 
ferson county, New York, for the construction of. 
a ship and steamboat canal around the Falls of: 
Niagara.] 

{Mr. TayLor presented several petitions. from.: 
inhabitants of the towns of Salina, Pompey, Fabius, i i 
| Truxton, Cincinnatus, and Chenango, for the estä- 
| blishment of a mail route from Dinghampton to? 
Syracuse, New York, to pass. through Lisle, Cine. 
cinnatus, East Solon, Truxton, Fabius, Pompey, 
and Jamesville. Also, the petiton of Barbara: 
Reily, for arrearage of pension] . 

Messrs. EVE RETT, SLADE HALL, ALLEN, 
| and FLETCHER, of Vermont. A 
| [Mr Stang, in presenting an abolition petition, 
gave netice that he should address the House; and. 
the st bject les: over till to-morrow. | 

(Mr. FLETCHER presented the remonstrance afi: 
sey ie Watkins and five others, of Kirby, county. 
of Caledonia, State of Vermont, against the ade 
ion of Texas to the Union. ‘Remonstrance ofra 
W. Chaplin and eighty-four men and women’ of. 
Lyndon, county of Caledonia, and Siate of Ver: 

nont, on the same subject. Remonstrance of Da 
vid Young and eighty-eight men and. women, 0! 
Kirby, county of Caledonia, State of Vermont; 
upon the same subject, Petition of Charles St 
and seventy-three others, inhabitants of Lyndon; 
county of Caledonia, Vermont, for the abolition-of.: 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Qo- 
lumbia.. Petition of fifty-nine women; of Burke,’ 
Newark, and Sutton, upon the same subject, eoun- 
ty of Caledonia, Vermont. Petition” of Davit 


present 


for a pension, for disabi 


ies incurred i in the serv 


of his’ country. “Also, the ‘petition ‘of John Baittie {I> 
fora pension, for’ disabilities incurred’ in the tast 
„Also, -the petition of Major Chapin fora} 
_ pension, for disabilities incurred in the war of 1819. J 


Wär 


Messrs. WHITTLESEY, INGHAM, HOLT, 
aid HALEY, of Cohneéticnt. | 
[Mr WuittLessy presented the petition of Sa- 
muel Dean for arrears. of. pension, — Alsi, that the 
petition of ‘Walter Bradly be removed from the 
files, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. ] 
+ [Mr. Hany presented the petition of Coddington 
Billings and others, “in: New London, Groton, ‘and 
Stonington, in Connecticut, praying for the erection 
cfa light house on the west end of ‘Fisher’s Island 
at Race Point, near the main land, in Connecticut, 
and moved its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce. * Also, the petition of Joshua Bill, praying 
for. an increase of his persion in consequence of a 
wound received in the war of the Revolution, and 
moved its reference. to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, Also, the’ petition’ of 142 men in Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, praying. for the abolition of 
slaveřy and the. alave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia,‘ anid moved its reference to the committee 
_ for said District: The: petition, however, was laid 
on the table, on motion of Mr- GARLAND of Virgi- 
nia] 
Messrs. TILLIN GH AST and CRA NSTON of 
Rhode Island. : 
Messrs. LINCOLN, . REED, GRENNELL, 
HASTINGS, PHILLIPS, ADAMS, and PAR- 
MENTER, of Massachusetts. 
[Mr. Apams presented a memorial from some 
Peace society, praying that Congress will accede to 
-~ a proposition: of the Legislature “of Mexico: that all 
matters in issue between the two countries should 
be amicably arranged, of submitted to arbitration, 

Mr. A. moved thatit- be ‘referred to a select 
committee, “with ‘Instructions to read, consider, 
and report. thereon,” 

“Mr, Hlowarp remarked that the subject had al- 
i ready been referred’ to the Committee on Foreign 
: Afairs, under the order of the House of Friday 
last. He inquired if the motion was in order, with- 
out first tepealing that order? 

‘The Cuain ruled the motion to be in order. 


Mr. Howiro moved to refer itto the Committee 
© on Foreign Affaits. . With reference to the instruc- 
tions “to read,” Mr. IT. inquired of the gentleman 
| if he ever knew. an instanceof that. cominiitee re- 
' porting on any subject without reading it? 
o Mr. Apams replied. that he never knew that com- 
© mittee. to-do so, but an instance did exist of another 
standing committee not only doing so, but a majo- 
> rity of that conimittee had admitted it in a publica- 
: tion over their own signatures... 
The Cuan said the petition giving r ise to debate 
must Me over. till to-morrow, 
“Mr. Avams presented an anti-abolitioa pe stition 


from citizens of his district, and moved its printing. | 


-and-reference to-the Committee for the. District of 
» Columbia; but; án motion: of Mr, Daomcooux, it 
was laid. on thë table. ae : 

Mr. A. presented’ many. other “petitions on, the 
subject of slavery atid Texas; which, on motion of 
Mr. Dromacorp, werealllaid-on the tahes, 


(Mri Parenter pugs ented the petition “of Tho” 

mas. B; Gannet and 124 others; ot Cambridge; of 
Elijah Ruffer and, Nabby “Willis; wih. t4 males 
and 34 females of Gaxonville; of R. Hurlbut and 
Mary, P. -Houribut, with-87-males and 91 oe of 
Sadbury; RIENA Emith:and-26 others, Wal 
Ethan ani in Massachusetts; cosh oe LES esi 
«the annexation of Texasto the Union» Mr. P- also 
presented, the petition of Eljah ©. Valentine and. 72 
others, of Cambridge; of- No Ho Grace: and 416 
Others; ee voters of. Westford; of John Barker. 
PIi zs of. Watertown; of Levi. 
Tka of Dunstable, all in Massa- 
abolition of slavery andthe stare 

of Columibia: Also, the pelition- 
i ers; leyal voters of 
oltin: of 


|| 


yer, lieutenant in the- navy ofthe Uni A States, : 


i 


` any application has been made by 


slavery and th 
United States.] = 

“Mr: CUSHMAN of New Fanpis 

[Mr ‘CUSHMAN asked leave to offer the following 
reselution 2° 9 

` Resolved, That alt petitions, ‘memorials, and other 
papers, remonstrating against. the admission of 


«Texas into the Union, be laid on the table, until 


an: application be made therefor on the part of that 
Government. a 

Objection being made, ~~ 2 
Mr. C. moved a «suspension ‘of the rules; and 


asked for the yeas and nays, but they were not or- 


Mr. C. also moved that the followiag petitions 
betaken from ihe files and again: referred to ap- 
“propriate committees, with additional evidence, 
viz: ` 

The petition of Benjamin Wätson, praying for 
a pension in consequence of disabilities incurred in 
the late war: referred to the Committee on- Invalid 
Pensions. . Also, the petition of Wilia B. Par- 
ker, stating that during the late war with Great 
Britain, in the absence of the captain, he was, for 
thirteen and a half months, eharged with the com- 
mand of a company in the fortieth regiment of the 
United States infantry, and asks the difference in 
pay and rations between his rank as first lientenant 
and a captain of infantry: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. Also, the petition of 
Elizabeth Gavett, praying that her name may be 
placed on the pension list: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions.] - 

Messrs. EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER, 
SMITH, and NOYES, of Maine. 

` [Mr FAPEL presented sundry petitions, and 
also offered. the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whether 
tbo British Go- 
vernment to the Government of the United States, 
for leave to march troops over the territory now in 
dispute between the Governments aforesaid; and, 
if so, the action of this Government thereon. 

Also, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the “Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the improvement of Well’s 
harbor, in Maine.] 

A message, in writing, was reccived from the 


President of the United States, by the hands of. 


his private secretary, Anranam’ Van BUREN, esq. 
and, on motion of Mr. SMITH, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. laid before the 3 Jouse a com- 
munication from the Secrélary of War, covering 
ta report from the Chief Engineer, in reference to 
the, improvement of Little Ege Harbor, which, on 
motion of Mr. SMITH, was referred to the Com- 
mittee or Commerce. . 

Mr. DAWSON offered the fol lowing, which lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Seeretary of War be requested 
io communicate to this House what number of the 
h Cherokee tribe! Indians is yet remaining within the 
limits of the Stale of Georgia; how many have gone 
west of the River Mississippi, in conformity with 

he late treaty between’ that tribe and the Govern- 
ment of the Untied States; whether he apprenends 
any difienity in removing those who- yet remain, 
when the time- s vated fi or their removal shall 
arrive; what portion, if any, of said tribe have sig- 
nied- {heir intention to conform to said treaty; 
whether-he has.any infonnation in his Dépa ariment 
indicating < hostile intent. amor ng Said Indians to- 
ward the citizens of Georgia; and whether he has 
any reason which may incline ‘him to ‘apprehend 
that said Tadiang or any part of them. may ‘commit 
_ acts óf violence upon: the citizens or depredations 
~ upom the preps erty, about the time they shail by the 
treat: be required to remove; what military force 
hevhus~ established in that section of the’ Union to 
Seeure the-enforcement- of the tredty, if necessary, 
aad to prevent acts of Violence or depredations by 
the. Indiavis; Bis 
ofmilitary strength 
and at what time.” 
guested to say wheth 
“should be adopted 
he Deparment, 


dered; and thé House refused to suspend the rules. - 


è contemplates-an increase. 
nihat section: to wbat extent: 


ma. 


; Judes any estir 


treaty with, the Cherokee tribe of: Tndiansy and. prer 
venting acts. of viclence and: depredations Ñ irom said i 
Indians or any partof them. : 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of. Kentucky,- F 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Post. Office: 
and . Post "Roads. be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from -Pits- ~ 
ville, Kentucky, to. Logan Court-house, Virginia; 
also,. to. establish. a- mail: route. from Richmond, `. 
Kentucky, to. Nicholassville, Kentucky, . via the 
mouth of Silver-creel; also, to establish a- mail 
route from Harlan Court-house, to; intersect the 
mail route leading from Perry- ‘Couri-hoase, Ken- 
tacky, to Scott Court-k ovise, Virginia, at. the Poor. 
Forth post office. ; 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, =- 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Pablic Lands 
be instructed. to inquire into the expediency of 
reviving and continuing in force the act authorizing 

certain “soldiers of the. last war to surrender. the 
bounty lands drawn by them, and to locate others 
in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. CHILDS, 2 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for establishing“a term of the District 
Court of the United States for the northern district 
of New York, at Rochester, in the county of 
Monroe. . 

Qn motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connec- 
tient, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instracied to inquire into the’ expedieney ‘of report- 

inga bill making Bridgport, in the district of Fair- 
field, Connecticut, a portof entr y for the admission 
of foreign vessels. Š 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON of New. York, the . 
following resolution was. adopted: io, oe he 

Resolved, Toat the Committee on Ro: ids and Ča- ; 
nals be tnstractec l to ieauire into the expediency of 
constructing a ship and steamboat eanal around the 
Falls of Niagara, and thai the report of the Seere- 
tary of War to the House of Representatives, bear- 
ing date the 14th of April, 1836, together with the ` 
maps and accompanying documents, (which docu 
ment is numbered 214 of the first session of the 24th. - 
Congress) together with all other papers on fiie” 
with the Clerk of this House relating to that sub- 
ject, be referred to saidcomniittee. ~ 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky offered the fol- = 
lowing, which lie over one day: 

Resolved, "That the Secretaries of State, Troas 
sury, W. ar, and Navy be directed severally tO rea 
port to this House the amount of postage paid on 
letters and papers transmitted from their respective ; 
departments by the Express mail since its institu- 
tion. 

Resolved, "That the Postmaster General be direct. ; 
ed to inform the House whether-in estimating the 
amount of money received’ for posiage on leiters 
and papers transmitied by the Express mailhe ins ». 

le of postages on letters ox. papers 
trangmilied by that mail from himself or any off. 
cer ör officers. of his Department, having the: privi=” 
lege of. Cranking, through the ordinary mail and if 
50, vhat amount of postages -in eters and papers 
from. his Departmen ta ure go included, or is subject 
to be hee A, í e first establishment of the 


on of E. Cart ier, asad” 
ministra tor or Ah ries ‘Williameony with ihe. ac- 
companying papers on'the fle of the House, asking 
corporation. for publie Jands tougat by thes, and, 
Yor vaio they galinot g ents, he refered to the 

n d Claims. aoe 
ee “MALLORY oered ihe folowing,- 
vers i : 
Baateal That the S 
io cause a continua 
ronie henveen, Than 


which 
Hes 3 schon cate cy 

Seoretary. .of War be directed 
1. Of the survey for an ialand 
aa South mene ant 


ation of the Die 


ï Swainp Can al, and extende 
to A ee RO 


andcajso the country be- -= 
sport, with a view. to ascet- 
oninu ulng the canal’ fo that 
the rive : 

Mr. J. JOHNSON, - f i 
Rex olved, That the Committee on Publie Lands : 


inst éted to inquire into the pened of mak- 


x 0f Bedford, to Buchanan, in the Puny, A of. Bote- 

touri, ‘State of. Virginia. . X : 
On motion of. Mr. PENNYBACKER, : 
Resolved, That the Committee: ‘on. the Post Office 


: and Post Roads -be instructed to. inquire into the 


propriety -of allowing: to- the clerks in. the. Post 
Office in: this city, the ten per cent. allowed to the 
‘clerks inthe several offices of ‘Government by the 
general. appropriation law of 1837. . 

On motion of: Mr. STEWART, 

Resolved, . That.the Committee: on -the Post Office 


and Rost Roads bé instructed to inquire into the ex- 


pediency:of establishing a post route from Patrick 
_court-house in Virginia, to-Mount Airy in the State 
“of North-Carolina... 
-On motion of Mr. McKIM, 
Resolved, That. the Committee on, Commerce be 


. instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 


ve 


- of. issuing a duplicate military land warrant, here- 


Yaga bill: to encourage the employment of boys in | 


the merchant. vesyels.of the. United 
bound to foreign ports. 
On motion of Mr. H AWKINS, 
Resoived,. That the Committee on Revolutionary 
«Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


States, when 


tafore issued to Crawford Johnsen, a soldier of the 
Revolution; which has heen lost. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, 

Resolved, That the Committee. on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to Jonathan Chandler, a soldier of the 
Revolution, a pension, and that the petition and 
papers of said Chandler now on file, be referred to 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. CURTISS, 

. Rssolved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciary 


be instracied to inquire into the expediency of pro- 


viding by law. to abolish imprisonment for debt, on 


wherein’ imprisonment and 


process issuing. out of the Circait and District 
Courts of the United States, in each of the States 
arrest for debt have 
been. abelished by the laws thereof. 

Mr. SLADE offered the following, which lies 
over one day: s 
ic Resolved, That the Secretary. of the Treasury be 
` directed tolay before this Hlouse a statement show- 
ing the number of acres of public lands which 
have been ‘purchased under the laws granting the 
tight, of pre-emption, distinguishing the several 
Jaws under which; and the several States and Ter- 


Titories in which such purchases have been made: 
«and that he also be direcied to communicate any 


information which may be in possession of his de- 
partment, touching any associations which may 

ave been formed by iutraders on the public lands, 
forthe purpose of adjusting their félative rights of 
occupancy, and of putting down competition at the 
“public sales of such lands. ; 

Mr. TAYLOR offered the following, which lies 
over one day: 

Resolved; That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instruéted to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of amending the third section of the act entitled 
“© An act granting hall-pay to widows or orphans, 
when their husbands and fathers have died of 
wounds received in the military service of the 
United States, in. certain cases, and for other. pur- 
poses,” approved July 4, 1836, so as to extend the 
provisions. of that section. to. all. widows of officers 
and soldiers of. the war of the Revolution, whose 
‘husbands were entitled to a pension. 

“Oa motion of Mr. HOLT, 
| Resolved; That. the Committee on Claims be in- 


» Clark, esq. ‘of Hampton,-Conn, the 


‘“sumvof thirty dellars, by him paid into the Frea- 


t 


usury of the United States for a patent which was | 


-ottaken out; and he-has abandoned the same. 
On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 


‘Claims te 'nstracté to: 


post. route ‘from Liberty, in: the county |} 


i 
setts, 


payment of hospital money. 


inguire into the expediency of refunding i 


of providing by law for the p 
“of Henry Hofman, fors ilitary services s rendered 
inthe Revolutionary war. ==; ae 

On motion ef Mr. HOWARD, : 

- Resolved; Fhat the: Committee ‘on: Commeree be 
instructed 40 inquire into the expediency of conti- 

auing.an-act of Congress, passed the 10th of March, 

1828, forthe collection’ of tonnages on- vessels: at 
the port of Baltimore, to be applied ‘towards the: 
preservation of the harbor. 

-On motion of Mr. WORTHINGTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, be instructed. to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to the heirs of Edward Pannell, the 
amount due on a certificate signed by Lord Butler, 
assistant deputy quartermaster general of the army 


of the United States, in the Revolutionary war. oh 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Buildings be instructed to inquire into the condition 
of the bnildings occupied as offices of the Navy 
Department, and the oceasion for additional. con- 
vedient accommodations to the officers and clerks 
employed therein; and into the expediency of en- 
larging the building and providing. the means of 
greater security from destruction by fire of the 
valuable papers and records which it contains. 

On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, * 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed toinquire iuto the expediency of erecting 
a beacon upon the ledge of rocks at the mouth of the 
harbor at Manchester, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, or of removing the same. 

On motion of Mr: FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into. the expediency of making 
an appropriation for. the improvement of Weils’ 
Harbor in Maine. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Committce on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: be instructed to inqnire into the 
expediency of reducing the rate of postage. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachu- 


Resoivet, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions consider the expediency ot making further 
provision for the surviving soldiers of the “Oid 
Fourth Reziment of the United States Infantry.” 

{ Oa motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expeédi- 
ency of allowing a pension to David King of Brad- 
ford county, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. CHILDS, : 

Reso‘ved, That the Committee on the Fadibiary 
be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for establishing a term of the district 
court of the United States, for the northern dis- 
trict of New York, at Rochester, in the county of 
Monroe. 

On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed te inquiræinto the expediency of making 
permanent provision for releasing seamen from the 


Mr. FAIRFIELD offered the followitig, which 
lies over: ` 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whe- 
ther any application has been made by the British 
Government to the Government of the United 
States for leave to march troops over the territory 
now in dispute between the Governments afore- 
said; and, if so, the action of this Government 
thereon. 

Mr. GRANT offered the following, which lie 
over one day: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to. report to this House the whole amount of 
‘postage collected by his Department, on newspa- 
pers, for six months, ending June 30, 1837. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be-direct- 
ed to report to this House a statement, exhibiting a 
list of-all persons with whom he has centracted to 
carry Express mails, the length of each contract 
-by measurement or estimate, the offices’ at which 
the Express Mail is opened on éach route, the ave- 


sation a rn to. be. to. 
tracter on. Express Reali antes and he: 
i each contract. : 


e Ty | 
nto:the.expediency. 
ayment of the claim} 


making compensation to. the“Vermo 


“enemy, in ‘September, 1814. 


be requested to communicate to this Hous 


7 


‘granting a quarter section of land to Moses’ 


j; veyor General’s office for the State of. Uline 


fairs be instructed to" inquire into the e 
who went to Platisburg: upon. the: iny. 
“Mr. ADAMS offered’ the follow ie, 


over: 
Resolved, That the President of the Un 


translation of ‘all the ‘pamphlets in: the Sp 
language, stated inthe report of the Secretai 
State to this House to have been printed a) 
culated by the late Minister from the Repu 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his: departure frot 
country, and the name of the Diplomatic func 
ary from a foreign Government who comm! 
a copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary. of 
On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, » 
Resolved, That the Committee. on Milita. 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expedienc 


of Massachusetts, late a soldier inthe army 
United States, in consideration of. his faith 
vice therein, for the term of twelve ‘years; 
mencing in the year 1808; the said Pierce ha 
failed in the benefit of the bounty in land gr. 
by the Government to soldiers in the late. W.: 
Great Britain. 
On motion of Mr. PARKER, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 
of restoring to William Andrews his pension 
eighty dollars a year, to commence at the, time. 
same was reduced by the Commissioner of. 
sions. a 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads ani 
nals be instructed to inquire into: the expediency ` 
of erecting a sea-wall or. embankment, exte 
from the pi ier at Buffalo Harbor along the'sha 
the foot of Lake Erie, sufficiently far to prot 
public works, harbor, and city of Buffalo, fre 
injary by inundation from “the lake in case-of hig 
water; and also, into the expediency of making 
other improvements in the public works at Buffalo: 
Harbor, or additions thereto, necessary to:. sereen 
said works and protect said harbor. and the adja 
cent lands from injury by the sudden rise. of; 
waters of said lake, and report to this House. 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re: 
quiring the District Court of the Northern District of ©’. 
New York to be held a portion of the time at thecity. ; 


‘of Buffalo; and of requiring causes'arising within a 


a certain district of territory adjoint thereto, to bë 
tried at the terms of said court held in the said city 
of Buffalo. i 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Commerce in« 
quire into the expediency of increasing the.appro- 
priation heretofore made for the erection of a: mae > 
rine hospital in the city of Mobile, to an amount... 
safficient to purchase.a suitable site for the same, -. 
and to complete the requisite buildings. - 

On motion of Mr. GR ANTLAND, : 

Resolved, That the petition of F. Carter and the 
administrators of Charles Williamson, withthe 
accompanying papers onthe file of this House, 
asking compensation for publie lands bought by 
them, and for-which they cannot get patents, be 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

Resolved, That the application of the presi 
and direetors of the Gainésville Railroad Compa 
for a right of way over the public land, and for th 
right to use such timber and materials as ma 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. x 
On, motion of Mr. SNYDER, i 


inquire into the expediency of E 


On motion of Mr. BOON; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pat 
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to inquire into the expediency of re- 
: e of the public lands, and of gradua- 

price of the refuse public lands, having re- 
t he period of time that such lands shall 

eh Subject to- sale at private entry; and of 
nting. to the settlers upon the public lands the 
of pre-emption to á quantity not to exceed 
arter section to each head of a family, in- 
ding his or her improvement. 

‘On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and’ Post: Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route. from St. 
Clair’s; Balton; to Rye Valley in the county of Smyth 
and State‘of Virginia. i 

Resolved, That. the Csmmittee on the Post Office 

and’ Post Roads ‘be instructed to inquire into the 

expediency’ of establishing a post route from the 
house of Major Samuel Williams, in the county 
of ‘Smyth to ‘the mouth of Willson’s Creek, in the 
county of Grayson, in the State of Virginia. ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to: inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Leba- 
non in the county of Russel, via Nashford, Hona- 
kers Store, to Richland post office, in the county of 
Tazewell. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Gray- 
son C. H. Virginia, to the Grayson Sulphur Springs. 

‘On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Sister- 
ville, in: Tyler county, Virginia, through the town 
of, Brownsville, in Washington county, Ohio, 
Graysville, Van Buren, by the mouth of the Elk 
Fork of Duck Creek, to McCoystown, in Monroe 
county, and thence following the State road to the 
town of ‘Zanesville, in Muskingum county; also a 
post route from. Woodfield, in Monroe county, 
through ‘Graysville to..McIntosh’s Post Office, in 

- Washington county, Ohio. => 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inqaire into the expe- 

“diency of establishing a post route from Mount 
Pleasant, Tennessee, to Waynesboro, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of compensat- 

* ing Colonel Robert Wallace of Kentucky, for the 
horses. Jost in the public. service during the late 
war. 

“On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be. instructed to inquire into. the expediency of au- 
thorizing the State of Tennessee to sell the school 
lands. within the limits of said State. 

-On motion of Mr: EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Beriah Wright, a soldier. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee m Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
dieucy of extending the -provisi ns of the pension 
act of 4th July, 1836, towidows who were married 
prior to the Ist of January, 1735, and to widows 
whose husbands may have died, or shall die after 
the 4th of March, 1831, or whose husbands were 
killed in the Revolutionary war. 

[Mr. Russet, presented: the petition of Isaac 
Fowler, of New York, a soldier of the Revo- 
lution, praying a pension for Revolutionary ser- 
vices, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 2. Also, the petition of 
William Abeel of New York, a soldier of the Re- 
volution, praying a like pension, for like services, 
which was alike referred. 3. Also, the petitioa of 
Amos Savage and eighty-five other electors of the 
town of Granville, in the county of Washington and 


State of New York, praying for the abolition of | 


WEEKLY 


bh RINE Ne 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION, 


slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and in the Territories subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of Congress; and also, praying the passage of 
alaw prohibiting the internal and coasting slave 
trade between the several States in the Union, and 
that effectual measures may be taken to prevent the 
exportation of slaves from the District of Colum- 


bia or any other port or place in the United States, | 


to Texas or to the dominions of any foreign power. 
4. Also the petition of Isaac Hartley and 109 
other inhabftants of the county of Montgomery, in 
said State of New York, praying, Ist, for the abo- 
lition of. slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia; 2d, for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the Territories of the United 
States ; 3d, so to regulate the commercial inter- 
course between the several States in this Union as 
to prevent commerce in slaves being carried on be- 
tween them; 4th, remonstrating against the admis- 
sion of any new State into the Union whose consti- 
tution tolerates domestic slavery ; 5th, remonstra- 
ting also against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union. Of the two last-mentioned petitions, so 
much as relates to the District of Columbia Mr. R. 
moved to refer to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia; and so much as relates to slavery and 
the slave trade in the Térritories, Mr. R. moved to 
refer to the Committee on the Territories; and so 
much as relates to the coasting slave trade between 
the several States in the Union, Mr. R. moved to 
refer to the Committee on Commerce; and so 
much as relates to the transportation of slaves to 
Texas, and the annexation of Texas to the Union, 
Mr. R. moved to refer to a select committee. 
5. Also, the petition of John ©. Parker and fifty- 
three other electors of said town of Granville, 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the stave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 6. Also, the 
petition of John Carlisle and one hundred and three 
electors of the town of Hartford, in said county, 
concluding with the like prayer. 7. Also, the pe- 
tition of John Reed and forty-nine other electors 
of the town of Argyle, in said county, praying for 
the same objects. 8. Also the petition of Gilbert 
Robertson and sixty-one other electors of said 
town of Argyle, concluding with the like prayer. 
9. Also, the petition of Garret Wendell, Julius 
Phelps, Josiah Danton, and forty-seven other 
electors of the town of Cambfidge, ia said county, 
for the like purpose. 10. Also, the petition of John 
Dobbin and twenty-five other electors of the town 
of Jackson, in said county, for the like purpose. 
il. Also, the petition of Ethan Bragg and eighty- 
nine other electors of the town of Easton, in said 
county, concluding with the like prayer. 12. 
Also, the petition of William Mowry and two hun- 
dred and forty-five other electors of the town of 
Greenwich, in said county, concluding with the 
like prayer. 13. Also, the petition of Caroline 
Culver and two hundred and eight other fe- 
males of the said town of Greenwich, praying for 
the same object. 14. Also the petition of Maria 
Savage and twenty-four other females of the town 
of Granville, in the said county, for the like purpose. 
15. Also, the petition of Mary Gibbs and 21 other 
females of said town of Granville, for the bke pur- 
pose. 16. Also, the petition of Robert L. Foster 
and 23 other inhabitants of the county of Washing- 
ton, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 17. Also, the 
petition of Joseph Dobbin and 24 other inhabitants 
of the county of Washington, in the State of New 
York, praying for the same object. 18. Also, the 
petition of George Armstrong and 43 other inha- 
bitants of said county, for the like purpose. 19. 
Aiso; the petition of Elias S. Volentine and 3% other 
inhabitants of said coanty, for the Lke purpose. 20. 
Also, the petition of William Dobbin and 22 other 
inhabitants of said county, for the like purpose, 
21. Also, the petition of Mary S. Dayton and 634 
other women of the city of New York, for the like 
purpose. 22. Also, the petition of Elizabeth Hurl- 
burt and 47 other women of Arkport, in the Siate 
of New York, for the like purpose. 23. Also, the 


| 


petition of Mary Brown and 104 other women of 


the city of New York, concluding with the like 
prayer. The last 19 petitions Mr. R. moved to re- 
fer to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
24. Mr. R. also presented the remonstrance of Ro- 
bert Tompkins and 104 other inhabitants of - the 
county of Montgomery, in the State of New York, 
against the annexation of Texas to. the United 
States. 25. Also, the remonstrance of Jonathan 
Green and 96 other inhabitants of the county of 
Washington, against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. 26. Also, the like remonstrance of 
E. S. Votentine and 36 other inhabitants of the 
town of Salem, in the said county of Washington. 
27. Also, the remonstrance of Anderson Simpson 
and 3L other electors of the town of Jackson, in 
said county, against the admission of any new State 
into the Union, whose constitution tolerates domes- 
tic slavery: which said 4 Jast mentioned remon- 
strances Mr. R. moved to refer to a select commit- 
fee. 28. Mr. R. then presented the petition of 
James S. Gibbons and 121 other young men of the 
city of New York, praying Congress to pass such 
laws for the goverament of the District of Colam- 
bia as shall secure equally, to ali the inhabitants 
thereof, the enjopment of life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 29. Also, the petition of Horan 
Dressin and 252 other yonng men of the city of 
New York, concluding with the like prayer. 30. 
Also, the petition of Charles D. Field and 407 other 
young men of the city of New York, for the like 
purpose: which 3 Jast mentioned petitions Mr. R. 
moved to refer to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. | 
On motion, 
` The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Monnay, Dec. 18, 1837. 

Mr. CALHOUN, appeared and took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in obedience to a resolution of the 3d Februa- 
ry last, relative to alledged abuses in the importa- 
tion of goods charged in a letter from M. Dodge. 
The Secretary states that the abuses were inquired 
into, but answers had only been received in one 
instance, i 

Mr. KING did not see that any thing of conse- 
quence would have been elicited if the questions 
set forth had been answered; he would, however, 
move that it lie on the table and be printed, as it 
might be anlled up hereafter, if necessary: agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 
13th October last, showing the condition of the 
Navy Pension fund; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Commissioner 
of the Public Buildings: laid on t^e table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, without distinction of party, representing the 
ruinous consequences of the paper system, and 
praying that all banks may be dispensed with: or- 
dered to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. Also, from sundry citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praying the erection of a new castum- 
house: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, two memorials from citizens of Pennsylvania 
against the annexaticn of Texas: laid o:. tae table. 
Also, from the trustees of Alleghany College, pray- 
inz for a grant of land; also, in relation‘to the Erie 
road: both of which were appropriately referred. 

Mr, WALL presented a memorial frem twelve 
men and thirteen women, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. PRESTON rose to make a single remark, 
It appeared to him that politica! philanthrapists were 
endeavoring to force this subject upon the atten- 
tion of Congress, at least it would appear so from 
the namber of memorials that were continually 
penring in upon the Senate. He gave notice that 


ry 


he would at an early day, a very early day, intro- 


dice a joint resolution that would place that sub- 
ject at. rest’ : 

“Mr::-WALL said he had no further object-in 
view in the presentation of these petitions; than:to 
do his duty to his constituents, and was not de- 
sirous.of doing any thing to provoke debate. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. WALL presented the petition of 115 ladies; | 


iahabitants of Gloucester county, in the State of New 
Jersey, praying the immediate:abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. Thése'y‘etitioners;, he 
would add, so far from being actuated! by the spitit 
of fanaticism, ‘were, he was‘vonvincéd, very sincere 
and conscientious ‘in what they ‘désired. He would 
move to: lay thé petition’ on the fable. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to ldy that motion on 
the- table: vee 

Mr MORRIS asked for thé yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLAY wished the motion withdrawn for a 
moment, It was manifést that the subject of sla- 
very in’ thé-Distriét of Columbia was extending 
itself in the pblic mind, and daily engaging more 
and more of the public attention. His opinions, 
as expressed in the Legislature of the country, 
were, he believed, perfectly well known. He had 
no hesitation in saying that Congress ought not to 
co what was asked by the petitioners without the 
consent of the people of the District of Columbia. 
Te was desirous of inquiring of the Senator from 
New Jersey, or any other conversant with the sub- 
ject, whether the feeling of abolition in the abstract 
was extending itself in their respective States, or 
whether it was not becoming mixed up with other 
matters—such, for imstance, in the belief that 
iLe sacred right of petition had been assailed. It 
became the duty of the Senate to inquire into this 
huxiness, and understand the subject well. 

There were many, no doubt, of these petitioners, 
who did not mean to assert that slavery should be 
abolished, that were contending for what they un- 
derstood to be a great constitutional right. Would 
it not, then, under this view of the subject, be the 
best course to allay excitement, and endeavor to 
calm down and’ tranquilize the public mind? 
Would it not be wiser to refer the subject to the 
Committee’ for the District of Columbia, or some 
other committee, that would elicit all the facts, 
reason coolly and dispassionately, presenting the 
subject in ail its bearings to the citizens of non- 
slaveholding States, and iu a manner worthy of 
the great subject: wonld not such a proceeding be 
well calenlated to insure harmony and amity in all 
parts of the Union. On this subject there was, he 
was aware, great diversity of opinion, and he rose 
merely for the purpose of making these suggestions 
to the Senate. 7 

Mr. WALL said Ñe did not believe, so far as 
his State was concerned, that the feeling for aboli- 
tion was on the increase; but he did believe the 
subject was mixed up with the right of petition: 
many of the petitioners believing that right was in- 
vaded bp the maznsr in whieh these memorials 
were tisated. Iie thought if this matter had been 
ja the ousel referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, and a report made therefrom, 
(sanctioned by the Senate,) calmly expressing the 
ivoling of the American people, that there would 
have been no further trouble. There was no dis- 
poition on the part of these people to interfere with 
urs rights of the States; there was nothing offensive 
in their petitions; he would undertake to say, not 
an objectionable word; they were merely acting 
in accordance with what they believed aright in 
ielation to the District of Columbia, over which 
iney believe Congress has jurisdiction. 

Mr. CALHOUN, said he had foreseen what this 
subject would come to; he knew its origin, and 
shat it lay deeper than was supposed. It grew out 
ofa spirit of fanaticism, which was daily increas- 
ing, and if not met in limine would by-and-by dis- 
solve this Union. It was particularly our duty to 
keep the matter out of the Senate, out of the halls 
ofthe National Legislaiure. Teese ‘anatics were 
inférfering with what they had no right. Grant 
thé réception ‘of thesé petitions and you will next be 
asked-t6 deton them.” He was for no conciliatory 
course; ho- temporising ;" instead of yielding one 
inch he would rise in opposition, and he hoped 


t> put down this growing evil. 


every man from the South would stand by him 
These was 
bat one question, that: would ever destroy this 
Union, : and that--was_involyed: in thjs-principle- 
Yes:. this. was potent enough for. it, and.must-be:. 
early arrested if the Union-.was to be. preserved. A, 
man must-see. little imo. what is. going on, if he did 
not.perceive:that;this spirit was growing, and that 
the. rising generation was becoming more strongly. 
imbued. with it... It, was not to. be stopped by reports 
on paper, but by action, and very decided.action. 
Mr. SWIFT said he had been entrusted with va- 
rious memorials of .a similar character to this; and 
he. therefore felt called on to saya few words. 


“When. these petitions were referred, as was the 


former practice, to the Committee for the District, 

there. was. very little excitement on the subject. 

There was a great difference of opinion on the 

subject, some thinking that slavery in the District 

ought to be abolished by Congress, and others 

thinking differently; but from the moment that the . 
petitions were refused, to the present time, the ex- 

citement bad been continually increasing. And 

the petitioners were not the miserable fanatics 

which the Senator from South Carolina supposed; 

they were among the most intelligent and respect- 

able of the community; and the Legislature of 
Vermont had adopted resolutions on this subject, 

instructing their Senators and requesting their Re- 

presentatives, te urge the subject on the considera- 

tion of Congress. 

{Mr. Curusert asked whether the Legis'ature 
asked Congress to indulge the full right of petition, 
or to. abolish slavery in the District.] 

Mr. S. resumed. The Legislature had asserted 
the right of Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict; but Mr. S. firmly believed that if the petitions 
had been referred to the District committee, as for- 
merly, for them to report upon them, it would, in 
a great measure, have allayed the excitement. 
The mest of the petitioners were not those gene- 
rally called abolitionists; and they. would haye pro~ 
bably had no feelings on the subject,.if the former 
course of referring the petitions had been pursued. 
Neither was it a question of party in Vermoni; but 
men of all parties were engaged on the subject, and 
on this subject they could unite. Mr. S. hoped the 
suggestion of Mr. Clay would prevail. 

Mr. ROANE, of Virginia, said, that warm, ar- 
dent, and strong as were all his feelings, and fixed 
as was his opinion, on this subject, he should per- 
haps not have opened his lips on the present most 
unexpected occasion, but for the relation he hap- 
pens io bear towards the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which it is proposed to refer 
this whole subject. It is one of vast importance, 
involving the dearest rights and interests of mil- 
lions of our citizens, and perhaps the Union. of 
these States. A committee, raised to take charge 
of the local concerns of the people of this District is 
not, [humbly apprehend, the suitable committee 
for such a subject. That commitiee was not con- 
stituted with reference to quest'ons of such magni- 
tude and extensive bearing; and I do trust that, 
should this body unfortunately agree to receive and 
refer these petitions, with a view, as we are jn- 
formed, to have a calm, deliberate, and full discus- 
sion of their merits, they will send them to some 
other committee—nay, raise a special committee, 
composed of gentlemen who have the talent and 
the taste for such discussion; for I take this occa- 
sion to say that, neither in commitice nor elsewhere, 
will Z ever consent to argue and discuss the merits 
of this tender and vital question. No, sir; when 
my life and my property are assailed, I protect 
them not by argument and discussion. 

F Sir, the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) has 
asked whether the multiplication of these petitions 
in. the North, and the spread of feeling which 
prompts them, is not mainly attmbutable to a be- 
lief, on the part ef the people there, ihat the great 
right of petition has beea invaded by the direction 
which this body has given to them for the last two 
years? He has been answered in the affirmative 
by the Senator from Verment, (Mr. Swift,) and it 
is utterly denied that fanaticism constitutes any 
part of the spirit which actuates our Northern 
brethren, in thus eternally stirring a question which 
they must know is vital to us of the South. Oh, no 


“ings, ' 
; brain; no, sir, it is the false fire of philanthropy, so: 
‘easily kindled in their warm and tender hearts, and; 
_ too easily fanned into flame by fanatical, vile, and’ 


—it is not fanaticism, it-is not humanity, itisaet 


philanthropy, but it is patriotism! it is‘only to-assert:- 
and maintain inviolate the great right -of petition! 


 Lperceive, sir;that-one. -of the-petitions-presented.. 
i this morning is signed: by, I-think,-one hundred and 

: eleyen women. | 
; what other occasion, on what other great question 
have the females thought it their imperious dut 
: to.step forth as the asserters and champions of th 
‘great right of petition? . Allow me to believe, 


Allow me to ask when, before, on: 


that such a motive constituted no part of their feel ` 
i never for one moment entered into their: 


designing men. . f 

No man, sir, in this wide extended empire, more 
dearly loves, or would more sacredly guard, than F; 
the great, the inestimable right of petition, as as- 
serted and practise@ in England, and thence en- 
grafted into our own written Constitution ; bat, like 
all other good things, if is liable to abuse, and has 
its limits; and [for one am bold to say, that the 
subject now before the Senate presents a limit to 
this right. The people have a right peaceably to. 
assemble and petition—for what? To take away 
my right to enjoy “life, liberty, and the.pursuit of 
happiness?” No, sir: but to redress grievances; 
grievances to which the law-making power can 
apply a remedy or corrective. The petitions must. 
‘not only be sent to a tribunal competent to hear’ 
them, hut must relate to a subject on which that. 
tribunal can legally and authoritatively. act. Sir, 
the people are oec'eded ; they have oceluded them- 
selves; they are occluded by the sacred compro-’ 
mises of the Constitution—-the charter of all their 
tights—from bringing this subject before Congress 
in any manner whatever as one of ordinary legis- 
lation. It isin vain to say that this right of peti- 
tion has no limits. We have been told this morn- 
ing, that we are the servants of the people; yet we 
—this Senate—requires that every petilion which is 
offered to it, shall be respectful, in its language and 
decorous in its form. This, sir, is a limit; and 
one liable to abuse; and why not, I seek to know, 
require that they shall also be pertinent in their 
matter and legitimate in their object? ; ; 

Iask gentlemen who are so sensitive in. their 
feelings, and so latitudinous in their notions, about 
the right of petiti.n, what they will do ifa “respect- 
ful” petition was presented to the Senate, praying 
them to pass a law, directing that, in fature, each 
one of our twenty-six sovereign States should have 
on this floor but one instead of two Senators, as 
guarantied, ay, compromised, by the Constitution? 
Is there a member here who would not scout from 
this chamber such a petition, as going far beyond 
any thing contemplated by the terms or spirit of our 
association? The right of petition, as secured in 
the Constitution, was intended to redress all griev- 
ances within the pale of the law and the Consti- 
tution, but not to subvert either. 

We are told, sir, that these petitions only relate . 
to the District of Columbia. Who, sir, that has at 
ali looked at passing events can for a moment be- 
lieve this statement? Who can believe that the 
humanity, the philanthropy, or the patriotism of our 
Northern brethren can be sated by emancipating 
the few slaves who inhabit this ten mHes square? 
No, sir, this nondescript District of Colnmbia, be- 
cause of some plausible constructions given to cer- 
tain equivocal expressions about the “exclusive ju- 
risdiction of Congress” has been adroitly made the 
nucleus around which the abolitionists are to rally 
their forces for aconcentrated movement on the 
States. Itis here, sir, in this District, that they 
wish to enter the wedge, with which they would 
rend asunder this greatand glorions Union. 

Sir, said Mr. R. we have been ‘wid by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont that, on this question, there is 
no divisicn of sentiment in his State; that on this 
only question, all parties in polities, and all sects in 
religion, come together and agree. Sir, let mein- 
form that Senator, and the whole North, that the 
entire country south of the Potomac, without any 
regard whatever to party, or any thing else, is as, 
firmly united as can possibly be the people of Ver- 
mont, and will boldly face and defy the storm of 
abolition, come when and whence it may. Gen- 


Yemen may talk as they wiil about the right of pe- 
tition, and all that, but-+the very fact which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont has stated, proves incontrover- 
tibly to my mind, that this question is solely and 
wholly one of power and aggrandizement; to which 
politics, religion, morality, and patriotism are all 
subservient; F repeat, sir, that it isa struggle for 
“power-—-I cannot view it otherwise. I did not in- 
tend or expect to have said so much. 
Mr. PRENTISS said that he entirely concurred 
in the representation which his colleague had made 
‘in relation to the state of public opinion in Ver- 
mont. He had no doubt that the public mind had 
become much more agitated, and that the number 
of those disposed to favor the views of the petition- 
ers had greatly increased within a year or two past; 
and he had as little doubt that the increased excite- 
ment on the subject, and consequent accession of 
Strength to the abolitionists, as they were called, 
had arisen, in no inconsiderable degree, from the 
course which had been pursued in this and the 
other House in relation to the petitions which had 
been presented to Congress. How had the peti- 
tions been treated here? At one time they were 
received, and then the prayer rejected instanter, 
' without a hearing, without consideration. This 
mere formal reception, followed with an immediate 
and instantaneotis rejection of the prayer of the 
petitions, the people of the North had regarded as 
trifling with their rights, as substantially a refusal 
to receive the petitions, and, consequently, a denial 
of the right to petition. More recently the form 
had been changed. Now, a motion to receive was 
` necessary, which was immediately followed by a 
motion to lay that motion on the table. Now, said 
Mr. P. to the plain common sense of the people of 
the State he represented, this proceeding was 
nothing more or less than a refusal to receive the 
petitions. It was this infringement of a constitu- 
tional right which had done much to agitate the 
public mind. Many who had signed petitions were 
influenced mainly by that consideration. Their 
purpose was to assert and maintain the right to 
petition, and they would persist in sending peti- 
tions here until that right was fully recognised, by 
treating the petitions with the same respect as peti- 
tions on other subjects are treated. 

Mr. NILES remarked that he had no wish to 
prolong this debate, or to participate in it. His 
only object was to put himse!f right, and explain 
the reasons which would influence his vote. He 
considered that the Senate had, during the last 
regular session, by inattention, fallen into a conrse 
of disposing of these petitions inconsistent with 
their deliberate decision made two years ago, afier 
long debate. Atthat time, a petition praying for 
the abolition of slavery in this District was pre- 
sented by the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Buchanan,) and the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) objected to its being received, and 
moved that it be not received. This motion was 
debated for several weeks, and finally decided 
against the motion, or, that the petition be received, 
by a very large majority, It was then moved that 
the prayer of the petition be rejected, which pre- 
vailed--also by a large majority. Whilst this 
motion was pending, and the discussion going on, 
other similar petitions were offered, and the lixe 
motion made, that they be not received; and it was 
then moved that that motion be laid on the table 
which was adopted. But this was not considered 
asa final disposition of the petitions, but only a 
temporary disposition of them, until the question 
under debate was decided. These petitions, how- 
ever, were not afterwards ealled up. This tempo- 
rary disposition of this class of petitions two years 
ago, seems to have led to a similar course the 
last session as a final disposal of them. 

Mr. N. said he did not last session vote to lay 
the motion to receive a petition on the table, as a 
final disposition of the petition, as he considered it 
equivalent to a vote to refuse to receive the peti- 
tion. He regarded it as only an indirect way of 
excluding petitions. A petition cannot be received 
when objected to, without the consent of the Se- 
nate... A motion is made to obtain such consent, 
and that motion is indefinitely postponed, or, what 
is equivalent, is laid on the table, with the under- 
standing that it is not to be taken up again, Of 
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course, the petition is not received; it cannot be 
received without the consent of the bedy, and that 
consent is not given, but is virtually refused. 

He could not give his sanction to a proceeding 
of this kind, which seemed to him to be in direct 
violation of the solemn and deliberate decision of 
the Senate two years ago. He had no objections to 
such a disposition of these petitions as was made 
two years since; to receive them, and then reject 
the prayer, or lay the petitions on the table. Stull, 
in his opinion, a different course would be prefera- 
ble. Weall have the same object; we only differ 
as to the means of attaining it. We all desire to 
allay the excitement on this subject, to quiet and 
tranquillize the public mind, and to stop a course of 
proceedings which can do no good, and tend to 
much mischief. In answer to the inquiry which 
had been made as to the state of public opinion on 
the abolition question at the North, he was sorry 
to say that the spirit of abolition appeared to be ex- 
tending. He did not think it was increasing much 
in his own State, but theught it was spreading in 
many of the eastern States. Ina recent election in 
a neighboring State, the candidate for the Chief 
Executive ofice of one party, and the prevailing 
one, was understood to be an abolitionist; and this 
seems to have been regarded as so far a recommen- 
dation that the candidate of the other party was 
induced to publicly declare that he was in favor of 
abolishing slavery in this District. From these 
facts, he inferred that abolition opinions of some 
sort prevailed very extensively in the State referred 
to. If he was incorrect, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts could set him right. The course pursued 
the last two years in regard to abolition petitions, 
does not appear to have checked that spirit; but 
from that, or some cause, it has increased; and he 
believed it would be wiser to refer these petitions, 
and obtain a sound, candid, but strong report, set- 
ting forth the reasons against abolishing slavery in 
this District. Are we to presume that the people 
will not be influenced by facts, by reasons and ar- 
guments? We are a thinking and a reasoning peo- 
ple; and all our institutions and all our rights rest 
vn public opinion. He did not despair that even 
this delicate and difficult question might be setiled 
and put at rest, before the great tribunat of public 
opinion. i 

Mr. STRANGE expressed his regret that this 
discussion had arisen: he regretted, also, to hear it 
asserted that the abolition principle had ex- 
tended itself but he thought that that circumstance 
was no sufficient reason for receiving the petitions 
in question. I: might be, as it had been asserted, 
that those who were net fanatics favored those 
principies, but for his part he maintained that the 
whole of the agitation proceeded from the mere 
spirit of fanaticism. As to the constitutional right 
alleged to exist, it had not falen under his obser- 
vation, upon a close examination of the Constitu- 
tion, [Mr. S. here cited the constitutional provi- 
sion, “ Congress shall pass no law,” &c.] 

This part of the Constitution (Mr. S, maintain- 
ed) was not at all violated by the disposition made 
of these petitions. Congress was left free as to ail 
petitions when presented. It had an undoubted 
right to exercise its discretion upon the merits of 
all petitions. It would i : merely farcical to receive 
the petitions, or to inquire whether their prayer 
should be granted; for there did not exist a singie 
individaal in Congress who was prepared to grant 
the prayer of these petitioners. No benefit, there- 
fore, whatever conld result; whereas, great evils 
wow!d flow from the agitation of the question con- 
sequent upon their reception. A great proportion 
of Southern people are excited dangerously and 
fatally; thoughts are raised which otherwise would 
never be entertained in the South. With these 
views, he should renew the motion to lay upon the 
table. 

Several Senaicrs intimating a desire to speak, 


Mr. STRANGE withdrew his motion for the ` 


present. 

Mr. DAVIS took this eccasion to repeat an ob- 
servation made by him two years ago, viz: “if you 
wish to make abolitionists, then only continue to 
pursue the course you have hitherto. pursued.” No 
course, in his opinion, could be more surely cal- 
culated to increase the excitement already exisning 


| Senate, he (Mr. D.) could not conceive. 


than the rejection of these petitions. How the 
practice of Jaying these petitions on the table on 
the objections of any member, had crept into the 
To him 
it, however, was the same thing, whether these pe- 
titions were laid on the table or whether they were 
merely received, and then rejected: it was in either 
way tantamount to a total. rejection: it was an 
infraction of the sacred right cf petition. He 
(Mr. D.) did not doubt that this attack on the right 
of petition had maltiplied greatly the number of 
peiitioners. To call them all fanatics was most 
unjust; they were irritated. on to petition by the 
violation of their rights of petitioning. Before war 
was made by Congress on the right of petitioning, 
this excitement was not in existence; it had been 
raised and created by the opposition, by the resist- 
ance, and by the particular and invidious discrimi- 
nation made with respect to these petitions. So 
long as petitioners were treated respectfully, no 
excitement had prevailed. Change, therefore, your 
course, said Mr, D. treat the petitioners as other 
petitioners, receive their petitions, and the exeite~ 
ment will be allayed. 

As to the merits of this matter, no doubt south- 
ern gentlemen have come to their conclusions that 
the petitioners have no right to come here, in a 
manner satisfactory to themselves; but if this be 
true, he would ask, would it not be most expedi- 
ent to meet them in limine, at once, and say that 
they have no right, or else to give their prayer due 
consideration, and give at least some reasons, if 
there exist any, against the right which they claim? 
They believe that Congress has the power and 
control over this subject in this District; and, if it 
be so, where is the impropriety in their coming 
here? Be their opinion right or wrong, it is their 
opinion and belief that Congress has the right and 
the power and the duty of controlling this matter 
in this District. 

‘Their prayer is reasonable, temperate, and just; 
it is two-fold, Ist, abolish slavery in this District, 
or, if not, pass at least laws to regulate in a better 
manner the slave trade in this District. ‘They dis- 


„avow the intention of interfering with slavery in 


any of the States. Such a principle is deliberately 
avowed in the resolutions of most, if not all, the 
Abolition Societies in the North. They have no 
purpose of interfering with the rights of the South. 
The documents they have published to the world 
would prove this. If their proceedings agitate the 
minds of Sauthern gentlemen, that is their own 
fault; it is because they choose rather to interfere 
with the Abolition Socicties, aud not that the Abo- 
lition Societies interfere with them. But let us 
grant even that the Constitution is totally silent as 
to the right of petition, yet who is there can doubt 
the right. Itisa solecism in terms; it would be 
absurd to suppose that the petitioners have not a 
right to come before the Government and demand 
their rights. Government is the servant of the peo- 
ple, and it is its business to attend to the prayers 
and demands of the people, its masters. 

No case can be supposed to justify the rejection 
of the right of petitioning. If men petition for only 
two Senators, as the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
Rives) has supposed a case, why, let them do so. 
The right is not to be put dewn on supposed cases 
of abusing it. The member from South Carolina 
(Mr, Calhoun) says, will you deliberate where your 
mind is made up? He (Mr. Davis) would imme- 
diately answer ‘‘ yes!” It is due to the country to 
meet this subject with deliberation, and to send 
forth the reasons of our rejection of the prayer of 
two-thirds of the population. But how can youdo 
this, if you refuse to deliberate at all upon the sub- 
ject? The course Congress had hitherto pursued 
had created alarm and augmented excitement. 

Mr. KING said that some sessions past, he had 
advocated the reception ef petitions of this descrip- 
tion: be would concisely state his reasons for 
having then been in favor of such a course. He 
considered them as coming from a miserable set of 
fanatics and deluded females, who were too con- 
templible to excite apprehension. He was une 
wiliing to give them weight, by adding to their 
number those who might honestly believe the right 


of petition had been denied. For many years peti- 


tions of this character were received without 


emuent, referred toa committee, and no 
urther notice taken of them. They slumbered 
fl the close of ‘the. session, and the com- 


sideration of them. Mr. K. regretted mest sin- 
cerely that this unfortunate question, so intimately 
connected with the permanency of this. Union, was 
‘pressed by gentlemen upon the consideration of the 
Senate. ‘They urge their reception: for what pur- 


pose? For none other under Heaven, that he could.. 
perceive, than to produce excitement; to.irritate ånd, 
inflame. the public mind. So; long as it.wascon- : 


fined to. deluded females and fanatics, it was 
of: little import; but now it. has; entered. into 
the- politics. of ‘the country... Mr. K. had re- 
cently seen. interrogatories. addressed to per- 
sons, candidates for high, offices, .to learn how far 
they were prepared ‘to. sustain those who were 
jndustriously laboring to..desjroy, the rights of the 
South ; and he could, not. express his astonishment 
when he found such men degrading themselves by 
condescending ‘to. give an answer. . Yes, said Mr. 
K. fit has entered into the politics of the country: 
unprincipled aspirants have seized on it, and it has, 
from that caase. alone, become alarming. Mr. 
K. feared not the great mass of the people, even 
in New England: they were sound to the core. 
Not so with the politicians: they were sinning 
against light and knowledge. They desired, and 
should receive, the stern rebuke of this body; and 
their efforts to elevate themselves at the expense 
of the Union shonid be promptly put down. He 
would not receive or give any countenance to these 
incendiary p ‘titions. 

Mr. DAVIS, in explanation, said he would not 
suffer himself to be excited by any observations 
made in reference to himseif. He gave way to no 
one ina desire of maintaining harmony; and his 
remarks were not made, as imputed to him, in the 
view of creating discord. He wished the member 
from Alabama’ (Mr. King) was better informed of 
the great respectability of the petitioners; ifhe (Mr. 
K.) could but know the real state of things in the 
North, he would not speak so contemptuously of 
the petitioners. As to politicians, Mr. D. main- 
tained that until the question came on here, no po- 
litics were mixed up with the subject in any way 
whatever. It wasa question of conscience, of mo- 
rals, of propriety; men of all parties concurred in 
those petitions; there was no intermixture of inte- 
rested politicians, as the gentleman had presumed. 

Mr. HUPBARD remarked that he was not 
aware that any petition for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia had ever originated in 
that part of New Hampshire where he resided, He 
was cotain that since he had been a member of 
the Senate he had not been called upon to present 
to the Senate any such memorial. And, since he 
had been a member of Congress, very few petitions 
in relation to this subject had been forwarded to 
him from any section of the State he had the ho- 
nor, in part ta represent, If such memorials had 
come hither from New Hampshire, they must have 
been committed to the care of others. He was as- 
snred that the prevailing sentiment with the people 
cf his own State was, to let this whole matter alone; 
that tt was a subject with which they had no concern; 
that, it was their bounden duty, as good and peaceable 
citizens, not to interfere with the rights of others; that 
they regarded the question of slavery as a section- 
al, « local question; and however much they might 
regret its existence in any portion of this Union, 


yet they well knew that its existence was sanction- | 


ed by the Constitution of the land; and with the 
continuation of its existence in those parts of the 
“onfederacy, they ought not, and they could not, with 
propriety, make any interference, unsolicited and 
unasked by those whose interests were affected by 
it. These were the sentiments of his own State; 
they certainly were, to a great extent, the opinions 
of the people of New Hampshire. He was per- 
fectly aware that this wasan exciting subject; a sub- 
ject which addressed itself to the passions, the preju- 
dices, the feelings of the community, and, he was 
„sorty to add, it was assuming, as far ashe under- 
stood:its.course, a political character, he would not 
_say exelpsively so,-but it would not be denied that 
à gteat-proportion;-a decided majority, of those who 
professed.to-be, abolitionists, were among the oppo- 


ttee was then discharged from the further-con-_ 


l nents of: the. present Administration. This, most 
assuredly, was the fact withia the limits of his own 


State: He had said, with much truth, that this 
was an exciting subject, and nothing could tend 


: more effectually to keep alive the excitement than 
this and similar discussions in either House. of- 
Congress. The public mind should be anagitated, 


undisturbed, by.any debate on .this.subject within 
this: hall. Ifthe Senate should pursue steadily such 


‘a course, in his judgment, quiet and tranquillity 


would: itievitably. be the~result. The Senators 
from Vermont and Massachusetts have both said 
that the course pursued by the Senate for the last 
two years with reference to these memorials, had 
tended greatly to augment the number and the zeal 
of the abolitionists. It may be so, He was not 
aware, however, of any increased engagedness 
upon thissubject within the limits of his own State. 
He could not say to what extent the excitement ex- 
isted on the other side of the Connecticut, within 
the limits of Vermont, and he was equally ignorant 
as to the true state of abolitionism within the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. For himself, he felt 
a pride and a pleasure in repeating that the feeling 
of New Hampshire was to let this subject alone. 
He had, on a former occasion, very fully.express- 
ed his views in relation to this matter. That oc- 
casion must be fresh in the recollection of the Se- 
nate. It wason the presentation of a certain me- 
morial by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, from 
the Society of Friends, praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade within the District of 
Columbia. The subject was long before the Se- 
nate; it was much debated; one of the questions in- 
volved in that debate was the right of the people to 
petition Congress for the redress of grievances, and 
the duty of Congress to receive and dispose of their 
memorials. Another question involved in that de- 
bate was, what ought to be done with memorials 
and petitions for the abolition of slavery? How 
shouid these be disposed of? These questions were 
fully discussed and debated by many of the mem- 
bers of the Senate. 

He then advocated the right of petition. He 
then maintained that the right was sacred and ab- 
solute in the constituent—that the very Constitution 
of our free and representative Government pre- 
supposed the existence of such a right in the peo- 
ple. That it was the duty of Congress to receive 
all proper memorials and petitions presented in re- 
spectful language. And he also, on that occasion, 
contended thatit would be manifestly unjust to in- 
terfere with the question of slavery in this District, 
unasked and unsolicited by the inhabitants of this 
District. Since that time, the Legislature of his 
native State had had the subject of slavery generally, 


` and particularly slavery as it exists in this District, 


under their consideration. It was referred to a 
select committee, and that committee had made a 
fall report, and had recommended the adoption of 
certain resolutions. The report and the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of New Hampshire were 
before him, and he was happy in adding that they 
fully sustained him in the course he had previous- 
ly pursued. Before he adverted to those resolu- 
tions, he would say a word or two upon the subject 
now immediately claiming the consideration of the 
Senate. The question proposed now does not, as 
he regarded it, at all interfere with the right of pe- 
tition. Itdoes not deny that right; and, so far 
from taking any such course, the Senate had, en 
another occasion, by its express vote, asserted that 
right. The Senator from Kentucky himself advo- 
cated the propriety of receiving this particular pe- 
tition for the avowed purpose of reference ; for the 
express object of drawing from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia an argument against the 
prayer of the memorialists. He has not said that 
a vote in favor of the proposition of the Senator 
from Tennessee would in effect take from the me- 
morialists the right of petition. But his wish 
seemed to be to get a report, an argument against 
the object of this memorial. When the petition 
presented by the Senator from Pennsylvania was 
under consideration, it was ordered to be received 
by the vote of the Senate, and the prayer of the 
same memorial was, on the motiun of the same 
Senator, rejected by a vote of 34 to 6. The Se- 
nate received the memorial, it is true, and instantly 


voted to reject it: “His: friend -from -Connecticat 
(Mr. Niles) voted with him on -that-oceasion 
he was-‘well satisfied that that gentleman, was 
much Opposed'to the prayer of these’ memorialis 
as.any-member of this Senate. ees 
He could not be ignorant of the views of 
Senator. He voted to receive the petition, an 
also voted at the same time to reject the, praye 
the petition. For the last twenly -years,-in i 
Hoases of Congress, the course pursued- has been 
a very decided indication that the abolition of 
slavery in this District, as- petitioned: for by this 
class of memorialists, ought not to receive favora- 
ble consideration. In both Houses.these petitions 
had been committed to the Committee for. the 
District of Columbia. They had.quietry remained 
with that committee till mear the close of the sess. 
sion, when the committee had asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration. These 
memorials had in many instances been received 
and ordered to lie on the table. In only onein- 
stance, according to his recollection, within the'tast 
twenty years, had these memorials elicited from, 
either House of Congress a special report;-and 
that able report had been sent forth to the American. 
people very recently. But it had produced no effect 
upon the abolitionists. Within the last two ses- . 
sions, the course of the Senate has uniformly been, 
on the presentation of these memorials, to check 
discussion upon them at once. A motion -has 
been made, or what was equivalent thereto, that 
the memorials be not received, and instantly some 
Senator moves to lay that motion on the ‘table 
The effect of this proceeding is to cut off debate 
and that is the whole effect of it. If the motion be 
adopted, the memorial is necessarily received, an 
goes upon the files of the Senate. a 
The Senator from Connecticut objects to this 
course because he says it impairs the right of peti- 
tion. Fle says he would receive and then vote to. 
lay them on the table, or he would receive and vote 
as he has heretofore done to reject the prayer. ‘The 
course now proposed was in his judgment no denial 
of the right of petition, nor was it any infringement 
of that right. It was merely saying what the Se- 
nate had repeatedly said, and what the other House 
of Congress had repeatedly said, that this subject, 
presented to their consideration as it was, ought not: .. 
to receive the favorable action of the Senate. H, 
was merely saying at this time, under existing 
circumstances, the Senate deem it inexpedient to act 
upon these memorials. This is all that can fairly. . 
be inferred from the vote to lay the motion of rès 
ception on the table. And in his judgment. it was 
no more disrespectful to the memorialists than-the 
course which was formerly adopted, viz: to receive 
and to lay on the table-—to receive and reject the 
prayer; and from the view which he had. taken 
upon this subject, he was unable to see the force of 
the objections urged by his friend from Connecticut. 
The adoption of the metion proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, cannot, in his view, be con- 
sidered as equivalent to a vote against the reception” 
of the memorial. As he had observed, if the pro- 
posed motion is adopted, the memorial is received. 
and placed on the files of the Senate. The ‘whole 
effect of this motion is, then, to preclude debate; 
that the Senate deem it inexpedient at this time to 
legislate on this subject; to lay the whole matter 
upon the table; to do precisely in effect what the 
Senate has invariably done with this class of. me- 
morials—to refuse to comply with or to yield to the 
wish<s of the memorielists. He would now, in-con- 


clusion, ask leave to read the following resolutions 


which were adopted by the Legislature of his own 
State at their session in January, 1837: : 

“Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentutives in. General Court convened, That we rei 
cognise the constitutional right of the several States 
of the Union to exercise exclusive jurisdiction 
within their own limits, on the subject of domestic 
slavery. 

“Be it further resolved, That Congress cannot, 
without a violation of public faith, abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, unless upon the request 
of the citizens of that District, and of the States by 
whom that territory was ceded to the General 
Government. ‘ g 

“Be it further resolved, That as the Union of the 
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States can only be maintained by abstaining from 
all. interference with the laws, domestic policy, and 
peculiar interests of every other State, the conduct 
of those who would coerce our fellow-citizens in 
other States into abolition of slavery, by inflamma- 
tory appeals addressed to the fears of ‘the masters 
and the passions of the slaves, is in the highest 
degree censurable, as tending to alienate one por- 
tion of our countrymen from another, and to 
introduce discord into our sister States, and as a 
violation of that spirit of compromise in which the 
Constitution was framed, and a due observance of 
which is necessary to the safety of the Union.” 

The first resolution was adopted with great 
unanimity, and the second by a vote of one hundred 
and twenty-four to twenty-one. And he verily be- 
lieved that the result of the vote upon those resolu- 
tions was a fair index of popular opinion in that 
State as to the power of Congress over the subject 
of slavery generally, and particularly upon the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
According to the sentiment of New Hampshire, it 
would be a violation of the public faith to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, unless upon 
the request of the citizens of this District, and of 
the States by whem this District was ceded to the 
General Government. 
opinion, and until there shall be such a request 
from this District, and from the States of Virginia 
and Maryland, communicated to Congress, any 
action upon the subject of abolishing slavery in this 
District would be founded in manifest injustice. 

Mr. NILES, in explanation of his former re- 
marks, said he did not approve of crooked courses. 
The gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Hub- 
bard) says that the petition is before us if we lay 
it on the table, and that so far, it is received; and 
yet he says that, by laying it on the table, the peti- 
tion is rejected. He (Mr. N.) could not reconcile 
this contradiction. He wished the petition to be re- 
ceived; and he would like to have a good and 
wholesome report from a committee of the Senate 
made upon it. 

Mr. RIVES replied to the argument, that receiv- 
ing the petition, and having a report made, would 
quiet the excitement. Not so: this had been 
already done two years ago. Then, in the other 
House, a select committee, composed chiefly of 
northern. men, had presented an elaborate report, 
and this had been so far from allaying the excite- 
ment, that now gentlemen come forward and tell 
us that the excitement is increased; therefore, it 
would be perfeetly nugatury to go round the same 
circle again. To him (Mr. R.) it appeared that 
the most pacificatory course lo be pursued was to 
act as hitherto, and to lay the motion to receive 
upon the table. This course he had recommended 
on a former occasion; and he still adhered to that 
opinion. Mr. R. repelled the idea that this course 
involved a violation of the right of petitioning. It 
appeared to him that the petitioners would never be 
satisfied until they got a report in their favor. He 
should, therefore, move again to Jay on the table, in 
hopes of silencing for ever this ceaseless clamor. 

Mr. PRESTON wished to say a single word. 
Once, perhaps, there was a time when these peti- 
tions might have been received; now, however, he 
thought the time had passed by; it was no longer 
safe to receive them. It is stated that the excite- 
ment has increased. Though the doors of Congress 
had been thrown open, and they had been heard, 
yet the fire is spread wider, and is spreading wider 
and wider. Why so? Jt is said because the right 
of petitioning is violated; were it not for this, we 
are told that the excitement would have died away. 
But this assertion is in face of the fact that the 
right of petition was given and secured to the peti- 
tioners. We, the South, said at the time that the 
concession would Jead to more concessions, and so 
it has proved; the fire is not pat out, but is kindled 
worse and worse. We went as far as we could go, 
for the sake of peace; we gave an amnesty, we re- 
ceived their petitions, aad they are not satisfied. 
Now we say “ nulle vestigia retrorsum,” we must 
now go a ztep further, instead of going backward, 
and do now, as ought to have been done then, 
namely, shut altogether the doors of Congress 
against them. Has the South no sensibilities and 
prejudices to be considered? Has the North only 


He fully concurred in this’ 


Prejudices, and feelings, and conscience, to be 
taken into consideration, and have we nene? If 
you consider their views, will you not rouse us? 
Will you not interfere with them, for fear of irri- 
tating them; and shall no such regard be paid to us? 

But the period for argument with these people is 
past. They demand you to adopt their principles 
and policy. The discussion of these matters was 
not agreeable to him, (Mr. P.) He thought that if 
Congress dees aot protect the South, it will be 
obliged to protect itself. What the South wants is 
peace; let not this question be let in to light up the 
torch of discord. Mr. P. said he should not resort 
to discussion, but to measures, to acts, for the pro- 
tection of the South. The South must be protected, 
and he was disposed to do it quietly if possible; but, 
if not, he would say, with great emphasis, “we will 
protect ourselves.” ` 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, as the subject had been 
considerably discnssed, he should confine himself 
to the remarks wh'ch had fallen from several Se- 
nators; and he would confidently ask, whether in 
the history of great affairs, involving the fate or 
the welfare of nations, it had not been found as 
highly, nay, much more important, to adhere to one 
course, than to change it even for a better. Mro C. 
thought it peculiarly so on this subject. The Se- 
nate had been calmed in this case, by the unifor- 
mity of their course, whether it was the best or not. 
It was no forced conclusion, but the dictate of 
common sense, that perseverance in the same 
course would quiet the country. 

Bat there was another point, on which Mr. C. 
would touch with perfect calmness. Mr. C. would 
not now speak of his regard to the Union; the at- 
tachment of gentlemen to the Union had been fully 
illustrated. But what were they now told? That 
a certain mode of maintaining the rights of the South 
would overturn those rights; that a mere error, in 
point of order, was to destruy the rights of the 
South. Was this language to be heid, that South- 
ern rights rested on so frail a basis that the slightest 
error would overturn them? For the Union Mr. C. 
was not so much alarmed as others; there was a 
disease in the body politic, which would have its 
course; but the virus would work out in time. 
This dis:ase had been imported from Europe, and 
especially from England. Mr. C. said he was 
astonished at the remarks of a gentleman of so 
sound sense and extensive information as the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis.) 

Mr. P.ERCE concurted fally with the Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Preston,) in the opi- 
nion.that no valuable end was to be attained by 
discussion here upon this deeply agitating subject, 
and he did not rise to particinate in the debate, 
which had sprung up, as he believed, most unex- 
pectedly to every member of the Senate. He rose 
merely to express the hope that the motion to lay 
the question of reception on the table might not be 
renewed. He wasin favor of the reception, and 
that question he desired to meet distinctly, and un- 
embarrassed by any other motion. 

When petitions of this character should be re- 
ceived, he world be prepared to act upon them 
without delay: to reject the prayer of the petitions, 
to lay them upon the table, or give them any 
other direction that might he thenght best cal- 
culated to silence the agitators, and tranquillize 
the public mind. Asa member of the select com- 
mitee of the other House, of which Mr. Pinckney 
of South Carolina was chairman, he had fully con- 
curred in the sentiments of the report presented by 
that gentleman at the first session of the twenty- 
fourth Congress; and further cxammation and re- 
flection had only served to confirm him in the opi- 
nicns which he at that time entertained; but mad 
and fanatical as he regarded the schemes of the 
abolitionists, and deeply as he deplored the con- 
sequences of their course upon all sections of the 
Jnion, he contd give no yote that might be con- 
strued into a denial of the right of petition, and 
thus enable them to change their position, and 
make up a false issne before the conntry. 

Mr. CLAY said he would concur with the Sena- 
ter from Georgia, if the Senate, by persisting in 
their past course, could produce the same calmness 
in the country which it had done among them- 
selves. Butit was much more important that the 
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country showd be quiet than the Senate. 
had asked whether the excitement had been in- 
creazed, and by what causes; with the view to 
ascertain if any thing could be done by the Senate 
to allay the excitement, and render the people 
quiet and happy. The reply was, that the excite- 
ment was extending, and chiefly by the impression 
that the great republican right of petition had been 
assailed, which the petitioners chose to assert, by 
acting with those with whom: they really had no 
sympathy. Mr. C. preferred that the two classes 
of petitioners should be separated, to deprive the 
abolitionists of the advantage of mixing their pecu~ 
liar objects with other matters. 

The petitions, Mr. C. said, were first to be re- 
ceived ; but was this all? Was not this under- 
stood to imply deliberation on the question? The 
coid, simple act of reception, followed by an in- 
stant rejection, amounted to not receiving, and 
must give color to the charge that it is a substan- 
tial denial of the right of petition. It had been said 
that this was not a case for argument. Nota case 
for argument! What was it that lay at the very 
bottom of all our free institutions? Argument, 
inquiry, reasoning, consideration, deliberation. We 
were a reasoning people, and it was our greatest 
boast that we possessed reasoning powers capable 
of comprehending the various subjects relating to a 
free Government. Mr. C. thought the best course 
was to receive these petitions, and refer them to 
the Committe for the District, to act on them as 
they pleased; and if the country should not then 
be quiet, let them make a report, embodying with 
the argument the various facts relating to the sub- 
ject, several of which Mr. C. enumerated. The 
consequence of this would be, that those who were 
described as fanatics would be separated from those 
who believed that the right of petition had been 
assailed. The Senator from Virginia (Mr, Rives) 
had stated that this course had been taken in the 
other House. But let it be taken Ly Loth Houses 
of Congress. 

Mr. GRUNDY expressed his regret at the views 
of the Senator from Kentucky. For two years 
past the Senate had pursued the course of laying 
the questions relating to these petitions on the table. 
During that time there had been little or no discus~ 
sion in that body; and it was the discussion in 
Congress that was doing more mischief on the sub- 
ject than any thing else. If the coming in of the 
petitions was to be prevented, how could it be done? 
By preserving silence upon them. Every time the 
petitioners observed discussion in Congress, they 
were encouraged to proceed; but if the Senate per- 
sisted in the course to which they had sometime 
adhered, their hopes would be cut off. But if this 
course were now abandoned, they wuld say that 
the Senate had been driven to change their ground, 
and they would consider it as a gain on their part. 
And could an abler report be made on the subject 
by any committee than that by the select commit- 
tee of which Mr. Pinckney was chairman? And 
had that produced any effect? Gentlemen said no: 
the excitement was increasing. And could the 
Senate produce any effect by a report? No: it 
would give the petitioners hope that they would 
finally prevail. Mr. G. would vote to receive the 
petitions, because he questioned whether a contrary 
vote might not abridge the right of petition. Bat 
he hoped that for the sake of teaching these people 
that this subject must not be interfered with, they 
would be laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he believed that the course 
proposed by Mr, Clay was caleulated the most of 
all to produce an excitement. Jfa single step was 
yielded, the fanatical spirit would be reanimated 
With new excitement; and those, therefore, who so 
yielded, incurred a fearful responsibility. Mr. C. 
despaired, as far as the Northern part of the coun- 
try was concerned, onjthe question of abolition. It 
was interwoven with the political condition of the 
North, in the nature and state of parties; and it 
would run, and mustrun, into their struggles for 
State ascendancy. [t was impossible to prevent lis 
having a control over the political parties of the 
North. The great mass of Northern people be- 
lieved that this Southern institution was radically 
wrong. The result would be this: that abolition. 
efforts wouid begin with the lowest grades of se 
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ciely, and by gross misrepresentations, but it would 
go upward and spread; and Mr. C. told a distin- 
guished Senator four years ago, while discussing 
another subject, that the spirit of abolition would 
spring up in the North, and however much he, and 
others: like him, were opposed to the doctrine, it 
would one day spread so as to drive him from pub- 
lic life, or compel him to yield to its dictates. 

The Senator from Kentucky had insisted that 
receiving petitions implied considering, discussing, 
deciding upon them. Bat in what situation would 
all this put the Southern States? It would convert 
the halis of Congress into places for the discussion 
of abolition. Mr. C. did not ask how the North 
would be affected ; his object was to keep the South 
united on this subject, with a susceptibility always 
alive. They must first preserve themselves, for 
this was a question involving the very existence of 
the whole South. Their next object was to pre- 
serve the Union; and there was no other course 
for them to do this but by a united and firm resist- 
ance to these encroachments; and ihe earlier the 
better, for the country was sounder to-day than it 
would be to-morrow, and delay would leave it to 
proceed from worse to worse. 

Mr. C. expressed these sentiments on no sec- 
tional ground ; he would prevent, by what he had 
suggested, the destruction of the Union. The mea- 
sure proposed by Mr. Cuay, he taought, would fail 
of its object, and he considered the reverse mode 
the best. 

Mr. CLAY said he looked to the whole Union, 
and not to any one part or section more than 
another. But he had no such despondencies as the 
Senator from South Carolina, as to the effects of 
the slave, or any other conceivable question, on the 
Union. Hehad no fears for the Union; but he 
had a desire to tranquillize every part, and give no 
just cause of complaint ta. any portion. The 
question was not the same as to slavery in the Dis- 
trict and slavery in. the States. But what question 
was that in human affairs, so weak or so strong, 
that it could not be approached by argument and 
reason? This country would, in every emergency, 
appeal to its enlightened judgment, and its spirit of 
union and harmony, and the appeal would not be 
unsuccessful. Mr. C, remembered that, when the 
public mind was sick with discussions on the late 
war, he had said to an illustrious man, now no 
more, We must stop this everiasting discussion, 
this endless diplomacy; let us go to work, and ap- 
peal to the valor of Gur ecuntrymen io susiain as; 
no other alternative as left us. But he replied, in 
his calm and dignified way--Mr. Cray, recollect 
our institutions rest on-public opinion, on reasoning 
and argument. : 

Mr, Cray had no fear for the Union; and if the 
Senator from South Carolina would propose a joint 
resolution of the two Houses, that the man who 
expressed a doubt in regard to its stability should 
be immediately called to order and stopped, it 
would obtain Mr. C’s hearty concurrence. The 
Union would last, he hoped, forever. Mr. C’s ob- 
ject was merely to ‘preserve the Union in its true 
spirit; and separate fanaticism from those wha 
were capable of listening to reason. There would 
be no loss of ground by arguing; and that cause 


was a bad one which did not admit of reasoning“ 


upon it. 

But there was another recommendation to the 
course which Mr. C. proposed; it would satisfy 
their own consciences, 

Let us show our reasons, (said Mr. C.,) and 
then, if we fail, we shall at least have acquitted 
ourselves of our duty. The best course was that 
pursued by the Government down to two years ago, 
in which these petitions were often sent to the Dis- 
trict Committee, and there allowed to sleep; or, as 
was sometimes done, followed by reports. Let 
such reports now go the North; Mr. Č. knew sen- 
uments in favor of the Union were not less or- 
dently felt there than elsewhere. . 

Mr. CALHOUN said there were cases in which 
reasoning and argoment were both absurd and 
cowardly. If a man should call him a rogue, 
should hestop toargue the point? There were things 
which were to be met not with reasoning, but with 
instant indignation. Suppose a petition were sent 
here to burn the manufactories of the North, would 
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the Senator stop to reason-about such a petitien? 


Or that the property of the rich should be given to 
the poor; world he reason about that? 

The petitions proposed abolition in the District 
of Columbia; but on what ground? That Congress 
were bound to receive petitions in all cases, to dis- 
cuss and decide vpun them. But if they were 
bound to do so in regard to the District, Mr. C. 
would ask the Senator if the same rule would not 
hold in reference to the States. - Were they bound 
to receive petitions for abolition in the States? [Mr. 
C. waitedfor areply.] If not, he resumed, then the 
right did not exist at all. The universal senti- 
ment with the abolitionists was, that abolition in 
the District was the first step to abolition in the 
States. Every abolitionist would say so. The 
first step would be in the District; the next would 
be to destroy the trade between the States, making 
the slaves serfs to the soil; and then an attempt 
would be made to abolish slavery in the States. 
What, then, would be the situation of the South? 
Congress would then discuss their right to proper- 
ty guarantied to them by the Constitution; and the 
Southern man who would permitit thus to be drawn 
into discussion; sacrificed the rights of the South. 
Mr. C. was in favor of the Union as much as 
others; but unlike the Senator from Kentucky, he 
was not in favor of silence when he saw danger 
approaching. To discern and to announce it was 
the best way to avoid it. The North were not 
well informed on this subject. 

Mr. CLAY remarked, in reply, that the Sena- 
tor had put extreme cases. He might just as well 
have supposed the abolition of the christian reli- 
gion, as the abolition of slavery out of the District. 
But did he not see that his argument went against 
receiving all petitions, as much as Mr. Cray’s was 
in favor of receiving all without distinction? The 
power of Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict was believed to exist, and Congress had deter- 
mined, by their action, that it was right to receive 
petitions on the subject. Was that to be con- 
founded with a,case where Congress had certainly 
no power? 

Mr. C. regretted that they could not agree. His 
object was to discover a healing measure; and he 
thought his course the truest one. 

Mr. CUTHBERT replied to the argument of 
Mr. Cray, that it would be the simplest method 
to allay this excitement, by receiving the petitions 
and giving them consideration, and maintained that 
that argument was to be deprecated, for it would 
cause debate, and raise up a fury of discussion. 
Argument (said Mr. C.) teaches what it ought to 
putanend to; it foments what it is intended to 
allay. He solemnly appealed to the Senator from 
Kentucky to maintain his character of peace- 
maker. In former situations he (Mr. Clay) had 
been obliged to relent the severity of his princi- 
ples, and to compromise with the South. Having 
first been a grand disturber in his manufacturing 
zeal, he had been forced to become a grand pacifi- 
cator; he begged him (M7. Clay) not to depart now 
from the principle of p2e'fication. 

Mr. WALL having introduced the memorial, 
would say a few words on the subject before the 
question to lay on the table was put. Mr. W. then 
proceeded to vindicate the character of the peti- 
tioners. They were not, he observed, fanatics; 
they were reasonable, sensible and temperate men; 
and though he (Mr. W.) did not agree with them, 
and though he was ready to say that the prayer of 
the petition ought to be rejected, yet he was not pre- 
pared, as the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Cathoun,) to say that his constituents should come 
to the dcor, and that then it should be shut in their 
faces. The right of petition belonged to the peo- 
ple, and the duty of consideration and respectful 
attention to all the petitions of all citizens of every 
kind belonged to Congress, as a portion of the Go- 
vernmen; to the people belonged the right, and to 
the Government appertained the duty of consider- 
ing and attending to that right. The right of peti- 
uon would interfere with no other rights. The 
South was not rendered insecure in its righis, by 
granting to the North the enjoyment of its com- 
mon and natural rights: Mr. W. insisted that re- 
sort should be had to reason and to argument, in- 
stead of putting down the right of petition by vio- 


lence and contempt. If the South seeks to stop 
the mouths of the North, and prevent petitions, 
from being heard, by :so doing they raise a force 
and arouse an energy which cannot be put down. 
The right of petitioning is a very different thing 
from the abolition question, and it is this right 
which is now at issue. : 

Mr. W. entreated the gentleman from the South 
not to complicate this question, so important to 
hem, by bringing on io the other side the question 
of the right of petition; by changing the issue, and 
setting themselves in opposition to the most sacred | 
rights of the people. 

He (Mr. W.) had no desire to touch one hair of 
the rights of the South; the petitioners felt the same; 
but they thought Congress could and ought to in- 
terfere on the question of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. ; 

This was a question which admitted of argument. 
and ought to receive calm consideration. He dif- 
fered with them on the question, but could not see 
how they could be debarred of the right of being 
heard by their servants and representatives, sent 
here expressly to do justice to all, and to maintain, 
not to put down, the rights of the people. _ 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, he did not rise for the 
purpose of entering upon a generat discussion of 
this question. He thought it had already been am- 
ply disenssed on former occasions, and that a fur- 
ther discussion of it at this time was to be depre- 
cated. The subject was now fully understood by 
the people. He thought the debate which had 
taken place this day in the Senate would do much 
injury, and tend to revive the irritation and ex- 
citement throughout the country, which this ques- 
tion was so well calculated to produce. 

During the session of 1835-6, he had presented 
a petition from a portion of the Society of Friends, 
r-q testing Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. And here, in justice to that re- 
spectable society, he must observe, that so far as 
he was acquainted with them in his own neighbor- 
hood, although they were decidedly opposed to 
slavery in the abstract, they were not abolitionists 
as that term was now generally understood. The 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) had 
then objected to the reception of this petition. Up- 
on the question, “ Shall the petition be received,” 
the constitutional right of petition was distinctly 
raised. After a long, powerful, and interesting de- 
bate, in which he (Mr. B.) had exerted his best ef- 
forts to sustain this right, the petition was received 
by the Senate, by a vote of 36 to 10. The consti- 
tutional right of petition was thus solemnly recog- 
nised by the Senate. 

After this petition had thus been received by the 
Senate, he (Mr. B.) had made a motion to reject 
the prayer of the petition. This opened a discus- 
sion upon the question, Shall slavery be abolished 
in the District of Columbia or not? After a long 
debate, it was decided in the negative: only six Se- 
nators voting against his motion. 

Now it has been said that this course of proceed- 
ing had interferred with the right of petition; but 
with what justice? Had not these petitions been re- 
ceived by a solemn vote of the Senate; and had not 
their prayer been deliberately considered, discussed, 
and rejected? The right of petition had been as 
clearly maintained, and the subject had been as 
distinctly brought before the Senate, as if the peti- 
tions had been referred to a committee. In the 
first place, the petitions had been received; and 
then the Senate had decided that siavery ought not 
to be abolished in the District of Columbia, and 
that their prayer ought to be rejected. 

After these solemn proceedings had taken place, 
were the Senate bound, whenever a new petition 
of a similar character was presented, again and 
again, on each succeeding day, to discuss and de- 
cide the right of petition? 

This course would have exasperated the feelings 
of the people, interfered with the transaction of the 
business of the country, and must have resulted as 
it had resulted before. In this situation, the course 
was adopted, in the session of 1836-7, of moving to 
lay the question of the reception of these petitions 
upon the table. This was the only mode of avoid- 
ing everlasting debate. It left the former decision 
in favor of the right of petition in fall force, and 
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“¢erély decided that we wonld pot then again dis- 

‚cuss and-decide that question. This motion decided 
nothing whatever but that. we would defer the deci- 
sionof the question to a more convenient season, 
and would not suffer it to interfere with the trans- 
action of the current daily business of the Senate. 
‘The motion to lay upon the table decides nothing 

~but that the subject shall lie upon the table for that 
day; subject. to be again called up for consideration 
atany future day. The motion. prevailed by a 
majority of 31 to 15; and this has been the course 
ever since pursued by the Senate. 

Upon reflection, (Mr. B. said,) he never had 
been better satisfied with the course which he had 
pursued on any question than that now before the 
Senate. He should now purposely avoid saying 
any thing more upon the subject. Let us enter at 
this moment upon a discussion of this question, 
and the debate will continue for weeks, and will 
light up a flame over. the whole country., We 
have already solemnly discussed and decided the 
question. Let us now adhere to that decision 
firmly. He should not have risen to say a word, 
had it not been. asserted that to vote to lay the 
motion of reception upon the table was inconsis- 
tent with the right of petition, a right which he had 
always asserted and should ever maintain. 

Mr. HUBDARD here renewed the motion to lay 
the motion to receive the petitions on the table; 
which motion was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: . . > - 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roan, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Walker, White, and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Morris, 
Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Wall, and Willlams—20. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of L. D. 
Teakle, of Maryland, presenting a plan of national 
currency: referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. SEVIER introduced a 
bill to ratify and confirm certain acts of John Pope, 
late Governor of Arkansas: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. FULTON introduced a bill for the relief of 
sundry citizens of Arkansas, who lost their im- 
provements in consequence of a treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Indians. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Wm. Sla- 
cum; which was ordered to be printed. 

Several other petitions were presented ; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvrspay, December 19, 1837. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Sccretary of War, 
which was Jaid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. : 
Aiso a message from the President of the United 


States, in obedience to a resolution of the 12ih of 


October last in relation to the treaty with the 
Choctaw Indians, and the expenses incurred in 
relation to the same. ; è 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, ordered to lie on 


the table, and be printed. 

Numerous private petitions were presented by 
Messrs. McKEAN, CLAY of Alabama, NOR- 
VELL, RIVES, and others, and others removed 
from files, and again referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from two com- 
panies of Missouri volunteers, commanded by Capt. 
David R. Atchison and Smith Crawford, claining 
pay, &c.: referred to the Committee on Naval Ar- 


fairs. Also, memorial from the Legisiature of 
of entry at the town 
of Independence, in that State, and for draw-' 


Missouri, for a port 
back of duties on goods re-exported to Mexi- 
co z also for the establishment of a land office at 
the.town of Liberty, in Missouri: referred to Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Also a memorial from the’ 
trustees of the Wisconsin University, praying: the’ 
donation of a tract of land: referred to the.Com-. 


mittee on the Public Lands. Also a memorial 
from the heirs of De Viliemont, praying cor ‘irma- 
tion of their claim to a-wact of land: referred 
to the Commitiee on Private Land Claims. 


Also, a memorial from Humphrey Marshall, . 


stating that the payment of his pension had been 
suspended until a certain sum of money received 
by him should be refunded, praying that the said pen- 
Sion be released: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. Also, a petition from Jos: Placy, for payment 
of claims for advances made to Gen. Geo. Rogers 
Clark in his campaign against the Indians during 
the Revolutionary war: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial and certain 
resolutions from the Legislature of Verment, in 
relation to Texas and slavery in the District of 
Columbia. Mr. S. said he would move that 
this paper be printed and laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL of Alabama called for the read- 
ing of the document. 


The Secretary having read the document, 


Mr. KING rose and said he considered it an 
infamous libel and insult on the South, let it come 
from what qnarier it would; it was a false state- 
ment in relation to the people of the South, when 
it charged them with disregard for the laws, and he 
expressed his surprise that gentlemen should present 
such papers which they could not but feel were 
untrue. If it be so deep a disgrace to receive 
into this Union a State tolerating slavery, how 
was it we have been, and still continue, together? 
Coming trom a State, if it had been couched in 
proper terms, he would not have objected to lay it 
on the table; but the language and import were of 
such a nature that he shoul. be compelled to vote 
against its reception. Ele would not have voted 

Mr. SWIFT hoped he should never prove so 
recreant to the interest of his constituents, as to re- 
fuse the perfirmance of his duty, especially to pre- 
sent resolutions coming from the Legislature of 
his State. The document was the result of no 
party effort, it was the united voice of the whole 
State of Vermont, and he hoped to receive no 
censure for rendering due obedience to instructions 
emanating from so high authority. 


Mr. CALHOUN deemed the present moment 
one of the deepest importance. A great step had 
been taken in the progress of events. The circum- 
stance of the morning had come upon him wholly 
unexpected. He hal never heard that the re- 
solutions in qnestion had been passed by the 
Vermont Legislature; yet he might have an'icipa- 
ted as. much. He had Jong foreseen the present 
state of things;and now the time had actually 
come, when it was to be determined whether we are 
longer to remain as one united and happy people, 
or whether this blessed Union was to be dissolved 
by the hand of violence. Vermont has struck a 
deep and dangerous blow into the vitals of our 
confederacy. Tt was a time for action, and he 
could not, would not, entertain the idea of rejecting 
or losing sight of the document before the Senate, 
but as he was unprepared at present to act on the 
subject, he would move that the memorial be 
laid upon the table, pledging himself not 
to oppose the Scnator from Vermont, should he see 
fit to call it up hereafter; and more, would call it 
up himself when he had time to prepare his mind 
for action on the subject: determined the subject 
should not rest until it had received the final action of 
the Senace. It was his belief that the Nerth 
were sound in the matter at issue, but some 
seemed even to prefer the prevalence of this dan- 
gerons doctrine to the preservation and continu- 
ance of the Union. His mind was unalerably 
fixed, and nothingshould prevent him from putting 
his views into execution, 

Mr. MORRIS thought some respect was due to 
the source whence these resolutions had emanated 
—the Legislamre of Vermont—and hoped. they 
would at least be laid on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to the print- 
ing, nor would he, if laid on the table, suffer it 10 
remain there a long time. 

Mr. CUTHBERT called for the reading of the 
fifth resolution: granted. 

Mr. ALLEN said: T wish, with the consent of 


the Senate, to make an observatron-or two, expla- 
ratory of the position which 1 occupy upon the sub» 
ject of this and all kindred petitions’ and me- 
morials. In order to do this, it. is necessary to state 
my views as to the effect of the pending moticn, 
which is the same as that made yesterday, on the 
presentation of the petition toabolish slavery in this 
District. 5 

This motion has, in my judgment, the effect of 
refusing to receive the petition; and it is for this rea- 
son only that I will now, as I did- in a like case 
yesterday, vote against it. But itis said that such is 
not the effect. I will state the proposition in a form 
which will itself test this question. One Senator 
presents a petition; another Senator makes 
a motion that the petition be not received ; 
a third Senator moves to lay that motion upon:the 
tabie. 'This latter motion, if successful, puts-an 
end to the business. Now, I ask, where is the pe- 
tition? Is it in the Senate? Certainly not: be- 
cause the very form of the motion that the petition 
be not received, is a declaration that it has not been 
received, and the very object ef that motion is to 
prevent it from being received. If the petition had 
already been received, then the motion not to receive 
would be absurd, and the other motion to lay that 
motion on the table would effect nothing, because 
the sole object of this latter motion is to exclude 
the petition. If this be not its object, what is it? That 
such are the object and effect of this latter motion is 
evident from the fact, that if it be agreed to, the 
petition is then not in the Senate, and this is equally 
evident from the fact that the Senate cannot pro- 
ceed to take any further order on the petition. It 
is, therefore, clear that the effect of the motion now 
before us is to refuse to receive the petition; and, 
as 1 am not prepared to deny the right of 
petition, I shall, for that reason, vote against 
the motion. But I do not understand the 
right of petition to involve eonsequences so 
extensive as those ascribed to it, vesterday, by 
the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay.) The 
right of the citizen tu petition, carries with it an 
obligation on the Senate to hear—-to receive his 
petition, and leaves the Senate no discretion on 
the question of reception, if the subject matter of 
the petition be within the constitutional rights of 
the citizen, and within the constitutional com- 
petency of Congress. But when the peti- 
tion has been received, then it becomes a 
matter of discretion with the Senate, as to 
what disposition shall be made of it: whether 
itshall be laid upon the table, referred, or other- 
wise disposed of. Either of these acts is an act of 
deliberation, of judgment, of discretion. They 
are acts of a deliberative body, responsible not to 
the individual petitioner, but to the nation and to the 
States for these and all other acts. The right 
of the citizen to petition in the cases I have sup- 
posed, is coercive upon the Senate so far as re- 
ception is in question; and then the right of the 
whole people, and the States acting through the 
Senate, commences, and the Senate, as their repre 
sentative, must, in the exercise of this right, exert 
its own discretion ever the subject of the pe- 
tition; but if -this coercive right of the citi- 
zen continue after the petition is received, and 
extend to the mode in which it shall be treated, 
and the disposition which shall be made of it by 
the Senate, then it would lose the character of a 
petition, and assume that of an order. If 
this be admitted, the Senate would no longer 


enjoy the tfaenlty of deliberation, and ‘one 
man coming forward, in the character of 
á petitioner, might compel the grant of 


ibe object he desired, and would control the entire 
legislation of Congress. Such would be the ten- 
dency of the principle, that the right of the peti- 
tioner extended to the manner in w} feh his petition 
should be disposed of. meas 

I; therefore, shall vote against this motion, as 
I did that on yesterday, because I acknowledge the ` 
right of ‘petition, and the correlative obligation on 
the Senate to receive it. And. then, sir, as I do not 
acquiesce in the prayer of the petitioner, nor admit 
his right to control the action of the-Senate on h's 
petition after it has been received, I will vote for a 
motion to lay the petition on. the table. Upon:this 


ground I stand. 


40. 
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Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped that the memo- 
- rial would be withdrawn by the Senator from Ver- 
mont, ard to give notice that he would introduce it 
ata future day, when the Senate was more pre 
pared. to. act. 

Mr. PRESTON had no objection to the with- 
drawal, but wished that the document might he 
printed for the use ot the Senote. 

Mr. SWIFT inquiied if in case of withdrawal 
the printing would be done?. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama contended that ‘the 
Senator had no right to withdraw ; the memorials 
were now:in the possession of the Senate. 

Mir. SWIFT expressed his willingness to with- 
draw, but should certainly present the memorial 
again. No threats from any quarter would pre- 
vent him from doing his duty to his constituents, 

Mr. KING asked the Senator from Vermont to 
repeat his last remarks. 

Mr. SWIFT complied. 

Mr. KING demanded if the language had per- 
sonal allusion to himself. 

Mr. SWIFT. had no allusion to any Senator in 
particular, kut there had been threats relative to a 
dissolution of the Union. . 

Mr. CALHOUN. The honorable Senator must, 
then, allude to me. I have made frequent allu- 
sions to the dissolution of the Union. Whatever 
I said, I meant. Iam able to defend my ground, 
but I make no threats toward any Senator. My 
feelings on this momentous subject, and my re- 
marks, are pxblic, not private, in their bearing. 

Mr. SWIFT withdrew his memorial, and gave 
notice that he would introduce it again on Tuesday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting additional compensation in land to the 
officers and men who composed the battalion of 
twelve months’? Alabama volunteers, who served in 
the late campaign in Florida, under the command 
of Lieut. Col. Caulfield, and in like proportions to 
the families of those who fell in battle or died of 
wounds received, or diseases contracted, during said 
term of service. 

Mr. RIVES introduced a bill to establish and 
regulate navy rationsand for other purposes: re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to amend the 5th section of 
the act of 3d June, 1834, for the better organiza- 
tion of the marine corps, without amendmert. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported 2 bill to alter and amend the act 
for the punishment of cortain crimes agatust the 
United States, passed 1790, with amendments. 

Also a bul amending the acts respecting the judi- 
cial system of the United States. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill authorizing the 
erection of a hespital in the city of Washington; 
which was passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nanee, reported a bill to revoke the charters of 
such Banks of the District of Columbia as shall not 
resume specie payments by the Ist of May, 1838. 

Mr. PRENTISS introduced a bill to establish a 
Board of Commissioners to examine and hear claims 
against the United States: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill anthorizing the 
Washington Turnpike Company of Missouri to 
construct a road through the public lands: referred 
to Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also a bill to settle contested claims that have 
arisen under the pre-emption laws: referred to 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill to provide for the 
payment of horses and other properiy lost or de- 
stroyed in the military service of the United States: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ncy of granting a half section of land: to all set 
tlers who shall continue to occupy and cultivate, 
for a limited time, any of the public lands bor- 
dering on the sountry to which the Indian tribes 


have been removed, as a means of adding:to the 
defence and security -of States so situated. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, it was e 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Se- 
cretary of War to make certain experiments in 
projectiles, at the public expense. 

Resojutions were introduced and adopted in- 
quiring into the expediency of raising the salaries 
of the United States judge of the western district of 
Virginia; also that of the judge and district attor- 
ney for the district of Indiana; also the judge of 
the district of Mississippi ; and increase the pay of 
jurors attending the United States courts. 

The bills to allow drawback on imported hemp, 
when manufactured in this country ; to remit the 
duties on goods destroyed at the fire in New York; 
and to designate the boundary line between the 
State of Michigan and the Territory of Wisconsin, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate went into Executive business, and 
shortly after 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 19, 1837. 

Mr. EVERETT was announced as appointed 
to fill the vacancy on the Committee of Ways and 
Means, occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
BRIGGS. 

Mr. HAYNES rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a motion that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, on the reference 
of the President’s Message ; but withdrew it tem- 
porarily at the request of 

Mr. EVERETT, who re.narked that he was not 
present when the journal was read, but was inform- 
ed that he had been anounced as appointed on the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to supply the 
place cf the gentleman from Massachusctts, (Mr. 
Fletcher) vacated some days ago. Considering 
what took place, Mr. E. said he could not, consis- 
tently with the friendship and the high respect he 
bore that gentleman, accept the appointment. He 
added that he had come to this conclusion from his 
own sense of propriety, without consulting any one. 
Heftherefoie asked to be excused from serving on 
that Committee, which was accorded by the House, 
and the vacancy directed to be filled by the Chair. 

REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 

The motion of Mr. HAYNES having been agreed 
to, the Houe resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. ADAMS 
in the Chair, on the reference of various portions 
of the President’s Message to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 

The question pending was on agreeing to the 
modified resolution of Mr. HAYNES, to refer 
every thing embraced in the Message on the sub- 
ject of the finances of the country, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

The resolution was sustained, at length, by 
Messrs. DUNCAN and HOLSEY, 

And opposed by Messrs. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessce and CUSHING. 

Mr. CUSHING concluded his remarks by sub- 
mitting the following amendment to the resolution: 

Whercas the influence of the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase. and ought 
to be diminished. 

Resolved, therefore, That in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message 
as relates to the collection, safe keeping, and trans- 
fer of the public moneys be referred to —— 
with instructions io report— 

First, Such method of keeping the public trea- 
sure, effects, and other property, as in the judg- 
ment of said committee shall most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare, and to rescue the liberties of the 
people, and 

Secondly, Such other reform in the practice of 
the Government, as in their opinion shall tend to 
tring back the edmininistration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the origmal purity of the Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the com- 
mittee rose at the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG. 


> 


Mr. CUSHING. moved that his resolution: be 

inted, which was agreed to. 2 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of the examination of the waters 
of New York bay and vicinity, in reference to ‘the 
establishment and construction of dry docks; 
which, on motion of Mr. REED, . was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting reports of the Paymaster General, accom- 
panied with copies of documents relative to certain 
claims of Indian. voltinteers: on motion of Mr. 
FILLMORE, laid on the table. 

On motion, the House adjourned. - 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, December 20, 1837. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented petitions from’ sundty 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying that West Wis- 
consin may by laid off in a separate territory. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from Major 
Alphonsa Wetmore, praying an increase of 
pension. i 

Mr. LUMPKIN presénted a petition from C. 
and J. , praying remission of duties on two 
iron steamboats imported. Also, a memorial from 
Mathew St. Clair Clark, praying relief. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from Col. Charles 
Morgan, praying a grant of two tracts of. land in 
Louisiana. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of Lucy Eaton, 
praying for relief as widow of a Revolutionary 
pensioner. Also, that the petition of Erastus 
Perry be taken from the file, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of citizens 
of Springtield, Sprigg county, Alabama, praying 
alteration of a mail route. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying an ex- 
tension of the right of pre-emption in their cases. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of the heirs 
of Dr. Horton, a Revolutionary Surgeon, for relief. 

The above petitions were ali appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill abolishing public executions 
in capital eases; which was twice read. 

Also, a bill to amend the Judicial system of the 
United States. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joe “i 


seph Burton and Peter Bucher and others: read 
twice. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat Company: read twice. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committe on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to authorize examiners to in- 
quire into the merits of A. P. Jamby’s invention of 
testing the relative strength of steam boilers: read 
twice. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to the Senate a copy of a report. by 
Colonel Long, of the engineers, relating to the 
Western and Atlantic railroad of the State of 
Georgia, with the accompanying map. 

Mr. C. made some few explanatory remarks 
relative to the importance of the projected im- 
provement. It would connect the States of the 
Auantic with the Mississippi at the most central 
point of the Western country, and could not fail of 
producing more beneficial results to the Western 
and Southern country than any internal improve- 
ment heretofore adopted. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing, by law, for the election, by the cities of 
the District of Columbia, of a Delegate to the 
House ef Representatives, to represent in Congress 
the interests of the said cities. 

-On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inqnire inte the expediency of pro- 
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viding, by law, for the: punishment of persons 
guilty of forgery or counterfeiting foreign coins. 

Mr. PRESTON introduced a bill explanatory. of 
an- act establishing the pay. of brevet officers: 
referred to the Committee on Military. Affairs. 

Mr.. GRUNDY introduced a bill to extend the 
charter.of.the Franklin Insurance Company: read 
twice and referred. i 

Mr: YOUNG introduced a bill for the relief of 
the widow of Dr: C. Clitherall, surgeon: in the Re- 
volationary. army: read twice, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill to provide for 
the security of Indian and other emigrants west of 
the Missouri and Arkansas: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill for the relief of 
Thomas H. Smith: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. - 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill relinquishing re- 
versionary interests of the United States to certain 
Indian reservations of lands in Ilinois: referred 

.to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS introduced a bill to continue in 
force an act te provide for persons disabled by 
wounds received in the Revolutionary war: re- 
ferred to. the Commmittee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, it was : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
vising the laws in relation to the punishment of 
United States criminals in certain cases. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate the result of the surveys in Kenebeck river. 

Mr. BENTON introduced a bill for the relief of 
the clerk in the office of the Attorney General. 

Also, a bill to increase the compensation of the 
chief clerk in the Adjutant General’s office. 

Also, a bill to provide for the uniform payments 
for horses lost in the service of the United States. 

i ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to restrain the issue of small notes in 
the District of Columbia was taken up in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when 

_Mr. WRIGHT observed, that as this bill was 
connected with one of a similar character reported 
yesterday, he thought it would perhaps be better 
to defer its further consideration until to-morrow, 
when both might be acted on together; and he 
would therefore make a motion to that effect. 
Agreed to. 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner to purchase 
a certain half-section of land in Indiana;. 

Also, the bill for the relief of J. H. Pickering ; 
were taken up and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1837. 

Mr. COFFIN, member elect from the State of 
Ohio, appeared, was qualified, and took his scat. 

Mr. POPE was appointed on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to fill the vacancy therein. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the resolutions to refer the diffe- 
rent subjects embraced in the President’s Message 
to appropriate standing committees: lost 

The first business in order was the motion made 
by Mr. SLADE, on Monday, to refer two memo- 
rials, presented by him on that day, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to a select committee. 

Mr. SLADE addressed the House at great 
length on the subject. He commenced by re 
marking that the business of the country was 
transacted here, by areference of all subjects to 
their appropriate committees, aud that matters of 
the mos! trivial nature met with no opposition to 
such reference. But no sooner did any member 
present a memorial relating in the slightest degree 
io a certain subject, the abolition of slavery, than it 
was direetly attacked and placed under prohibition 
He said that were he to present a petition from acon- 
stituent involving the small sum of twenty dollars, 
even that would not be denied a reference, inas- 
much as it might involve an important principle; 


but here were a large class of petitions, signed by 
hundreds of thousands, asking the action of Con- 
gress on a subject of the greatest. interest, and yet 
they were disposed of with no ceremony at all. 
He then alluded to the course pursued by certain 
members in opposition to such petitions, and ex- 
prsssed his belief that all the movements in relation 
to the subject had been preconcerted with the regu- 
larity of clockwork. 

Mr. WISE explained that, as he had hitherto 
taken upon himself to oppose the reference of such 
petitions, he would say, once for all, that as far as 
his knowledge was concerned, there had been no 
preconcert in relation te the opposition to this sub- 
ject, neither had he received any intimation from 
the Speaker, or any one else, as to the mode of 
proceeding. 

Mr. DAWSON wished to ask the gentleman 
from Vermont if he intended to include him in. the 
charge of preconcerting measures in opposition to 
the subject. ` 
_ Mr. SLADE disclaimed any intention of imput- 
ing dishonorable motives to the gentlemen who had 
thought it their duty to adopt such acourse. He 
would not say but that they had acted from pure 
and conscientious motives; but he had stated what 
his own impression was, and what must be the 
impression of all who had observed the course pur- 
sued. 

Mr. S. then made the motion to refer the memo- 
rials to a select committee, with instructions to re- 
port a bill providing for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LEGARE hoped the gentleman from Ver- 
mont would allow him to make a few remarks 
before he proceeded further. He sincerely hoped 
that gentleman would consider well what he was 
about before he ventured on such ground, and that 
he would take time to consider what might be its 
probable consequences. He solemnly entreated 
him to refiect on the possible results of such a 
course, which involved the interests of a nation and 
acontinent. He would warn him, not in the lan- 
guage of defiance, which all brave and wise men 
despised, but he would warn him in the language 
of a solemn sense of duty, that if there was “a spi- 
rit aroused in the North in relation to this subject,” 
that spirit would encounter another spirit in the 
South full as stubborn. He would tell them that, 
when this question was forced upon the people of 
the South, they would be ready to take up the 
gauntlet. He conclnded by urging on the gentle- 
man from Vermont to ponder well on his course 
before he ventured to proceed. 

Mr. SLADE again resumed his remarks; and 
aftar proceeding for some time, he entered into an 
argument touching the subject of slavery in the 
State of Virginia, and was about to read a paper 
on the same subject, whereupon : 

Mr. WISE interposed, and said that the gentle- 
man had been discussing slavery in the South, 
slavery in the State of Virginia, slavery in his dis- 
trict; and he now asked his colleagues to retire with 
him from that hall. 

Mr. HOLSEY made the same request to his col- 
leagues from Georgia, and expressed a hope that the 
whole southern delegation would retire. 

Mr. GRANTLAND also joined in the same 
wish. 

Mr. RHETT. The whole of the delegation of 
South Carolina has already signed an agreement. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. One remark, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr SLADE. I claim the floor. 

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia rise to a question of order? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. No, sir. 
one observation. 

Mr. RHETT. Irise to a point of order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I wish simply to propose 
to the Southern delegation— 

Mr. RHETT. Irise to a point of order. The 
question of order is, whether the member from 
Vermont has a right to go into the consideration of 
slavery in the State of Virginia? I say he has not; 
and if it is insisted upon, E request the. whole 
Southern delegation to go into the room of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIR reminded the House that he had 
repeatedly interposed when the gentleman from 


I wish to make 


Vermont had been going into the question of slavery 
in the States. He was not permitted to- give his 
own opinions, but they might readiiy be inferred by 
the House. He felt it his duty to state, that if it 
were possibly in his power to allay excitement, and 
to prevent discussions of this sort, he would do it. 

Mr. TURNEY rose, he said, to a question of 
order. 

Mr. SLADE. Iask leave to read a paper, and 
to state what that paper is. i 
Mr. GRANTLAND. I object to the reading of 
it. í 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will take his 
seat, A 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland. Will it be in 
order, Mr. Speaker, to rake the sense of the House 
whether the member from Vermont shall be per- 
mitted to proceed? 

The CHAIR replied negatively. 

Mr. McKAY. Mr. Speaker, has not the mem- 
ber from Vermont been declared out of order? 

The CHAIR. Hehas. 

Mr. McKAY. Then has he a right to proceed? 

The CHAIR. No gentleman has raised that 
question. 

Mr. McKAY. Then, sir, I make that question. 
I object to his proceeding. I object to his resum- 
ing his remarks, and 1 hope the House will not 
permit him. . 

The CHAIR then, under the rule, directed Mr. 
Sranm to take his seat, and pronounced the gentle- 
man out of order for discussing the question of sla- 
very in the State of Virginia. Referring to the 22d 
rule, the Cuarr added that the gentleman could no 
longer proceed without the leave of the House; and 
he was about to propound the question, when 

Mr. SLADE said he wished to state the posi- 
tion in which he stood. 1 propose, said he, to read 
a single paper—— 

Mr. TURNEY, 
proceeding at all. 

The CHAIR said the rule was imperative. The 
gentleman could not proceed, under the question 
made by Mr. McKay, without leave of the House. 

Mr. SLADE. The question now is, whether it 
is in order for me to ask for the reading of a paper. 

The CHAIR. The other question is also before 
the House, and must be decided by its vote, with- 
out debate, 

Mr. SLADE. I ask if I am ont of order while 
proceeding with the leave of the House, going on 
for atleast twenty minutes, and then merely asking 
leave to read a paper. 

The CHAIR states that his power to commence 
was when the question of order was made. There- 
after, the rule was imperative, directing its de- 
cision without debate. 

Mr. SLADE, (who was still on his feet) Mr. 
Speaker— 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will take his seat, 

Mr. SLADE then pledged himself, if the House 
would permit him to resume, not to discuss the 
question of slavery in the States. 

The CEIAIR then propounded the question to 
the House that the genileman from Vermont have 
leave to proceed. 

Mr. ALLEN asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. RENCHER moved thatthe House adjourn. 

Mr. SLADE asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 106, nays 63. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then gave notice that the 
southern delegations were then assembled in the 
room of the Commitiee for the District of Columbia; 
and he said he was instructed by their committee 
to request the attendance of all gentlemen repre 
senting slaveholding interests on that floor imme 
diately. 

The House then adjourned. 


1 object to the genileman’s 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspar, December 21, 1837. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of the 
Georgia Railroad Company, praying the remit- 
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tance ‘of duty on certain iron spikes imported for - 


‘said road in 1832: referred to the Committee on 
-Roads and Canals. 

` ` Numerous petitions of a private nature were 
presented by Messrs. RIVES, TALLMADGE, 
WALL, BLACK. and others, which were severally 
sand:appropriately referred. 7 

`> Mr. LINN moved to take from the files the fol- 
dowing memorials and petitions: 

: Memorial of the Legislature of Missouri for the 
restabishment of marine hospitals on the northern 
Jakes: referred to Committee on Commerce. Also, 
‘memorial of the same, that all the lands returned, 
‘as not worth surveying, be surrendered ta the 
States: referred to Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, memorial of the same for an extension of 
the right of pre-emption, and for a graduation of 
the price of public land in proportion to its quality: 
referred to Committee on Public Lands. Also, 
memorial of the same, that the terms of the United 
States district court be held alternately at St. Louis 
and Jefferson city: referred. Also, of the same, to 
change the location of school lands where they 
may prove unproductive or valueless: referred. 
Also, of the same, for a grant of 500,000 acres, 
(a modest request,) of land for the purposes of edu- 
cation: referred. Also, from the inhabitants of 
Palmyra district to be allowed the benefit of pre- 
emption laws: referred. Also, from the Legislature 
of Missouri, for an additional land district: referred. 
Also, from the same, to have annexed to the 
State an Indian reservation of land, between the 
Mississippi and Des Moines rivers: referred. Also, 
of citizens of Clay county, for an additional land 
office in Missouri: referred. Also, two memorials 
from the same county, for the same purpose. Also, 
of a number of citizens of St. Louis, for indemnity 
for French spoliations previous to 1800:' referred. 
Also, of sundry citizens of Missouri, for a post 
route frore Lexington to Springfield: referred. 
Also, of the Mayor and Aldermen of St. Louis, 


for the rejection of any claim to land within the. 


limits ofthe common in that city. Also, the mus- 
ter-roll of Capt. Stevenson’s company of Missouri 
volunteers, mustered into service in 1829: referred. 
Also, petition of representatives of Philip Pieviere, 
to be confirmed in their claim to a tract of land: re- 
ferred. Also, of Michael Busbois, for remuneration 
for property taken at Prairiedn Chienin 1816, by 
order of an officer of the United States army: 
referred. Also, of sundry citizens of Wisconsin, 
for the creation of a board of commissioners to set- 
tle claims to lots ia certain towns in that Territory: 
referred. Also, of citizens of Wisconsin, for the 
construction of a road from Milwaukie to Cass- 
ville, and from Chicago to Green Bay: referred. 
Also, of Major W. V. Cobbs, of the United States 
army, for pay on account of his brevet rank: re- 
ferred. Also, of Charles Hoit, for a donation of 
land, to remunerate him for recruiting services in 
the last war: referred. Als», of the Assembly of 
Wisconsin, for a depot of arms, ammunition, etc.: 
referred. Also, of the same, for an appropriation 
for a road from lake Michigan to Mississippi river: 
referred. Also, of Jean B. Valle, to be per- 
mitted to locate a tract of land, reserved un- 
der the treaty of 1818 with the Delaware Indians. 
Also, of the Assembly of Wisconsin, for the ap- 
propriation of the proceeds of certain town lots to 
the erection of wharves, etc. in. said towns: re- 
ferred. . Also, of J. M‘Donnell, for compensation 
for property taken by the enemy during the late 
war: referred. Also, of citizens of Wisconsin, 
for the passage of a pre-emption law: referred. 
Also, of the Assembly of Wisconsin, for a road 
from Fort Winnebago to intersect the road from 
Chicago to Green Bay: referred. Also, of the 
same, for a road from Fort Howard to Winnebago, 
and from Green Bay to Lake Michigan: referred. 
Also, of heirs of Antoine Pettier, tor money ad- 
vanced to General Ciark’s regiment in 1780; re- 
ferred. Also, of J. Groin and S. Fugit, for 
permission to locate unsurveyed lands. 
the Assembly of Wisconsin, for a law grant- 
iag preemption rights: referred... Also, of 8. 
Beauchamp, to enter a tract of land located by 
him by mistake: referred. Also, of Lieut. S. L. 
Alexander, to. be allowed pay as aid-de-camp: re- 
ferred. Also, of H. Perrine, for a grant of land 


Also, of. 
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for the encouragement of the growth of tropical 
plants: referred; Also, of V. D. Rease and Co. 
for right to consthuct a railroad’ through public 
lands from the Mineral district to Mississippi river: 
referred. Also, of Job Woed, a soldier of the late 
war, for a pension: referred. Also, of citizens of 
Wisconsin, for a road from Milwaukie to Cass- 
ville, and from Chicago to Green Bay: referred. 
Also, from the same, for a similar purpose : -refer- 
red. Also, of James Baggy, for leave to correct 
an error in the entry of a tact of land: referred. 
Also, of J. Crow, a soldier of the late war, for a 
pension. Also, of the authorities of St. Louis, for 
an appropriation to remove a bar opposite the city: 
referred. : 

Mr, PRESTON introduced a bill explanatory 
of an act regulating the pay and emolument of 
brevet officers: read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BLACK introduced a bill giving effect to 
the 8th article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain: 
read and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN introduced a bill for the relief 
of Capt. Samuel Wallace: referred. 

Mr. TIPTON reported a bill granting an appro- 
priation for an extension of the Cumberland road 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois: 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

(This grant amounts to one million one hundred 
thousand dollars.) 

Mr. SEVIER reported a bill for the relief of 
James Murphy: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Ferguson. 

The bill authorizing Peter Warner to purchase 
a half section of land in Illinois, and that for the 
relief of H. J. Pickering, were severally read a 
third time and passed. 

DISTRICY OF COLUMBIA. 

The bill to restrain the issuing of small notes in 
the District of Columbia was then taken up. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the object of this bill, 
and suggested that thirty days would be an appro- 
priate period to fill the blank. 

Mr. CLAY said that no one more ardently de- 
sired the resumption of specie payments than him- 
self; but he doubted the expediency of forcing the 
banks of this District to resume at a period of un- 
certainty as to when those of the surrounding coun- 
try should adopt such a measure. He had that 
morning received news from New York of the re- 
sumplion of another of their banks, and that, taken 
in connection with information derived of late from 
various quarters, inspired him with much stronger 
hopes than he had formerly entertained, that the 
banks would, at an early day, return to specie pay- 
ments throughout the country. With regard to 
the banks of this District, it was futile to suppose 
that they could attempt to pay specie, when those 


“with whom they were so intimately connected did 


not do so. He thought the wisest, as well as the 
most prudent step, would be to postpone the matter 
to an early period in January—say first or second 
week—when there might be a similar movement 
on the part of the Baltimore and Richmond banks. 
Congress could then with more certainty fix the 
lime when these banks must resume, or have their 
charters revoked. He thought it wrong for Cun- 
gress to legislate too hastily for a people under its 
immediate charge, without reference to the position 
in which they stood to their neighboring popula- 
tion. As the holydays were approaching, (a period 
when Congress was not presnmed to be subject to 
any very grave legislation,) he thought the banks 
might be longer indulged, and he hoped, therefore, 
there would be little or no opposition to his sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked, that the District banks 
were never authorized by their charters to issue 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars. 
Now, however, ithad become their habit, in com- 
mon with individuals, to issue notes from twenty- 
five to six anda fourth cents. “Shin-plasters” (a 
distinguishing term, and one he disliked as much 
as any one else) had been necessarily used for 
change, beoause the people had in ameasure been 
forced to do so, by the suspension of. these banks; 
but this small money business he believed was car- 


i posed to resumption ‘in 


ried to a greater extent iti this’ district than 
Other portion of our country.. The honorable Se- 
nator. from. Kentucky, in his remarks, ‘threw 
out the idea that the banks ‘of this: Dis- 
trict were dependent on their ‘relative position 
with those in Maryland and Virginia ‘for resump- 
tion! Suppose the case was reversed, and the: Le- 
gislatures of those States depended on. the actionof 
Congress tó force the banks of this District to: te 
sume, under forfeiture of their charters: “at what 
future period should we look for so desirablé-a result. . 
Mr. W. had reviewed this subject in'his own mind, 
in every light, and had come to the conclusion'that 
the banks here should resume on the Ist of “May 
next, or be made to suspend operations altogether. 
He could see no reason why it should be longer de- 
ferred. Should the action of Congress be postponed 
to a future day, when the period fixed by law Should 
arrive, the banks might ask: Why was it postponed? 
Here we have only some thirty or forty days? notice 
given us; whereas, had the law passed at a proper 
time, we should have been prepared. 

Mr. CLAY said he could see no good reason why 
Congress should not extend a corresponding cour- 
tesy to the District banks, with that of the Legisla- 
tures of the several States to their moneyed 'instita- 
tions. Would it not be better to postpone’ the day 
to a later period, when the Legislatures of Virginia 
and Maryland would be in session, and an oppor- 
tunity afforded of witnessiag the action of those 
bodies on the matter? 


With regard to these small. bills, if immediately 
suppressed, what was to be done? There was no 
silver to supply the vacuum; and members of Con- 
gress had found this small money very convenient 
on many occasions. Hackmen, waiters and others 
could not be dispensed with; and without this kind 
of change, how could their services be requited? 
Another objectionable feature in the bill was, that 
it imposed a penalty alike oa ihe strauger 
and citizen, for the passage of these bills, whe- 
ther issued here, or brought from abroad. He 
had in his purse notes from one dollar down 
to six cents, originating in the different places 
through which he had passed from Newport, Ken- 
tucky, to Washington city, in the District of 
Columbia; in fact, business could not progress 
without them. And would it not be a legal impo- 
sition on a stranger to pass this bill with such 
provisions? Could it be expected that a stranger 
passing through this small- space of ten miles 
square, could stop to inquire into our laws? nor 
would a traveller once suspect the danger in offer- 
ing a. note, the issue of a neighboring State, in 
change, of being pursued by a constable, and 
arrested on a writ. 


-IF the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
could only throw into the District a safficient sup- 
ply of silver change, he (Mr. C.) would go with 
him hand and heart in the annihilation of these 
substitutes; but it was rather hard, after the experi- 
ment had deprived us of our substantial curreney, 
that we should be deprived also of the only substi- 
tute. Mr. C. thought great caution was necessary 
in pursuing this subject, and he hoped it would be 
postponed until the second week in January, and 
made a motion to that effect. 


Mr. BENTON objected to the postponement. 
The argument was to postpone both bills,—-the 
shin plaster bill, and the bank bill,—and that net 
to a certain day, but indefinitely, and until adjoin- 
ing States should first act upon the same subjects. 
This was the argument of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. (Mr. Clay.) His motion was for a post- 
ponement until the second Monday in January, 
but the argument. was for indefinite postponement, 
and for contingent action; and it was evident, from 
the two speeches just made by that Senator, (Mr. 
Clay,) that if the postponement was granted, that 
another would be demanded when it was out; for 
the whole tener of his two speeches was, that the 
shin-plasters were not to be suppressed, nor the 
bank in this District required to resume, until the 
adjacent States had first led the way in the same 
work. This was indefinite postponement, and 
contingent action. It was the attempt to do here 
precisely what had been effected by the party op- 

the bank convention in 
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New-York; it was non-action! it was to do nothing! 
and get rid of the subject without fixing a day! 
“Mr. B. denied that there was any validity in any 
of the reasons given by the Senator from Kentucky 
for delaying either of. the bills. There was no ne- 
cessity for these filthy shin-plasters. ‘The Senators 
alone received for their compensation more hard 
money than the District required for change. They 
had received all their pay in gold and silver at the 
called session, and they were now receiving their 
pay in hard money and Treasury notes, in the pro- 
rtion of two-thirds hard money and one-third 
easury notes. This is the manner in which the 
Senate is paid, its officers and all, and all its ex- 
penses. "He presumed the House of Representa- 
tives was paid “in the same way; and as the ex- 
penses of the two Houses exceeded three thousand 
dollars a day, it would follow that upwards of two 
thousand a day in specie was receivable by the 
members.and officers of Congress. This was the 
daily supply; so that, leaving all other sources of 
supply out of the question, Congress alone disbursed 
vastly more hard money in the District.than its bu- 
siness could absorb, and it was accordingly pur- 
chased up for exportation by agents whose adver- 
tisements could be seen in every newspaper, 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) has 
declared ‘that. members of Congress cannot get 
change without taking these shin-plasters; that all 
are obliged to take them; that he has to take them 
himself; and he has even made profert of a bundle 
of them here in the Senate, by way of giving em- 
phasis to his asseveration. But it is a mistake. 
No member of Congress is obliged either to give or 
to take shin-plasters. The two-thirds of his pay 
which he gets in hard money will pay all his cur- 
rent expenses; and as for change, he will always 
get the kind hegives. If he pays out shin-plasters, 
he will get the same in change; if he pays out 
hard money, he will get hard money in 
change. This was the invariable practice. Eve- 
ry body knew it. It was seen every hour of 
the day. Two persons making payment at the 
saine time, and to the same person, one paying in 
hard money, the other in shin-plasters, receive 
their change, in the presence of each other, in the 
same medium which they use.. The Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had said people could not 
travel exceptupon these shin-plasters. The expe- 
riencé of himself (Mr. B.) authorized him to gain- 
say this assertion. He (Mr. B.) had travelled six 
thousand miles this summer, and no one had ever 
offered him shin-plasters or broken bank notes. 
The reason was, that he offered such trash to 
nobody, and nobody offered it to him. Every 
where that he had travelled, as well as in this Dis- 
trict, he received hard money change, and that 
without asking for it, it being a matter of course, 
wherever he had travelled or sojourned, to give the 
change in the same kind of money in which the 
payment was made. Upon this statement of facts, 
Mr. B. would abide the decision of the Senate, and 
of the community, upon the issue which he had 
joined with the Senator from Kentucky, namely, 
that there was no necessity for postponing the 
shin-plaster bill. 

Mr. B. adverted to the other bill—the one to 
compel the district banks to resume payment by 
the first of May-—and declared all the reasons 
giuen by the Senator from Kentucky, in favor of 
delaying that bill to be invalid and insufficient. 
One of those reasons was, that the banks of the Dis- 
trict contd not resume until their neighbors did— 
that there must be a general resumption, or the 
resuming banks would be destroyed. Mr. B. knew 
this to be the common argument. with all those 
who were for delaying the resumption, and if it 
prevailed, there would be no resumption at all, as 
many banks were either unable or unwilling to rè- 
same, and would never agree to any time that 
could be named. The Finance Committee had 
looked to this contingency, and had framed their 
bill on a new principle—on a principle which 
would enable the banks of any State, District, or 
Territory, toresume when the legislative authority 
pleased, and that with perfect safety to themselves, 
although no other bank in the country, or in the 
world, should resume. The principle was to il- 


legalize the circulation of any ‘nen-specie paying 
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bank paper from the day of the resumption, and 
to make the passers of it liable for it as its issuers, 
with a right of summary recovery against them. 
Here‘is the section: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the first day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, it shall be unlawful 
for any person, company, or corporation, within 
the District of Columbia, to pass, or offer to pass, 
any bank note, or paper currency, issued by any 
bank, banker, or company, not redeeming its notes 
and currency on demand in gold and silver; and 
every person offending against this act shall be 
subject to a fine of one hundred dollars for each 
offence, and, morcever, shall be deemed and held 
to be the maker and issuer of such note or currency, 
and shall be liable to pay the amount thereof, on 
demand, to any holder thereof, with all costs inci- 
dent to the protest and legal collection thereof, with 
fifty per centum damages for non-payment on de- 
mand, to be recovered by motion, on notice given, 
or process served, summarily and without delay, 
and with a right of immediate discovery on oath in 
all cases where the defendant shall deny the pass- 
ing or attempting to pass the notes, or currency, in 
question; and in case of judgment for the plaintiff, 
execution shall be had thereon forthwith. And it 
shall be the duty of the district attorney of the 
District of Columbia to commence prosecutions 
for the recovery of the penalty incurred, against 
all persons and every corporation offending against 
this section, of which he shall have knowledge or 
probable information; and in case of corporations, 
the prosecution shall be against the president, or 
any director or cashier thereof, for the time being.” 

By this section, continued Mr. B. the banks of 
this District will be perfectly safe in resuming on 
the Ist of May next, although no other banks in 
the country, or in the world, shall resume at that 
time; for the notes of no non-specie paying bank 
can come into competition with them. All such 
are excluded from the District—banished—out- 
lawed; and if any person shall bring any such 
into the District, he, and every successive passer 
of it, is made in law what he is in fact, the issuer 
of it within the District, and is made liable for its 
contents, with summary proceedings for the reco- 
very. Under this section, either no such notes will 
be brought into the District, or if they are, the 
passers of them, each in his turn, will be liable for 
their contents; and so it will cease to be uncoverti- 
ble, and will be payable at the will of the holder. 
This does away all reason for waiting for a general 
resumption, and sets an example, which being fol- 
lowed by the States, each for itself, will enable each 
one to resume when its Legislature pleases. 

Mr.B. gave an additional reason for speedy resump- 

tion: it was the state of the foreign exchanges, now 
three per cent. on the specie standard, in favor of 
the United States. The non-resump'ion party in 
the bank convention in New York were enabled 
to succeed in preventing the fixing of a day for re- 
suming. solely by an objection to the foreign ex- 
changes, then against us. This we learn from Mr. 
Johnson's speech. Since that time these exchanges 
have Lecome decidedly in our favor. There is 
then a total removal, at this time, of the ground 
which the non-resamption party then stood upon; 
and if this change had taken place one hour before 
the convention adjourned, one of three results must 
have been produced, viz: either the non-resuming 
party must have agreed to fix a day for a general 
resumption; or, invented some other pretext for not 
agreeing; or, openly taken ground in favor of in- 
definite suspension; and so established their title to 
the appellation of the Universal Broken Bank and 
Shin-plaster party. 

Mr. B. said the country was now cursed with a 
pestiferous circulation of irredeemable bank notes 
and shin-plasters; and this curse, by a large political 
party, was charged upon General Jackson and his 
friends; but he believed that events were impend- 
ing which would enlighten the public mind on that 
point, and show to the country who were for, and 
who were against, a broken’ bank and a shin- 
plaster currency. The events in the New York 
bank convention, and the voteg-—not the speeches, 
but the votes—which would soon take place in 
Congress, and in the State Legislatures, would 
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deveiope the true position of each political party, 
and would make each known, not by its words, 
but by its works. By that test he was willing to 
abide, and should await its decision. 

Mr. B. said that General Jackson and his 
friends had been the subjects of many attempts at 
wit, for what was called their experiments on the 
currency, and he presumed that many had repeated 
that phrase, without precisely knowing what those 
experiments were. To all such he had a little 
information to give; and that was, to show them 
what these experiments were, what success has 
attended them, and what it is that the opposers of 
these experiments have been, and now are, oppos- 
ing. This was easily done, for they were com- 
pressed into three resolutions, which he (Mr. B.) 
had the honor, some years since, to draw up, and 
to submit to the Senate. They were: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, jointly with such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to consider and report to the 
Senate and to the House respectively, what altera- 
tions, if any, are necessary to be made: 

“ 1. In the value of the gold coined at the mint 
of the United States, so as to check the exportation 
of that coin and to restore it to circulation in the 
United States. 

“ Q, In the laws relative to foreign coins, so as 
to restore the gold and silver coin of foreign nations 
to their former circulation within the United 
States, : 

“3, In the joint resolution of 1816, (for the better 
collection of the revenues,) so as to exclude all 
bank notes under twenty dollars from revenue 
payments after a given period, and to make the 
revenue system of the United States instrumental 
in the gradual suppression of the small note cir- 
culation, and the introduction of gold aad silver for 
the common currency of the country.” 

Tnese were the experiments, first to correct the 
gold standard; secondly, to restore foreign coins to 
circulation; thirdly, to effect the gradual suppyesion 
of paper currency under twenty dollars. These 
were the objects; but, before we see what success 
has attended our exertions to accomplish them, let 
us see what was the actual state of the currency at 
that time, to wit: at the veto session of 1832. It 
was this: Of gold, there was not a single piece in 
circulation; of silver there was, according to the 
estimate of a Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Websier,) speaking on -data furnished by the Bank 
& the United States, “from tweniy to twenty-two 
millions of dollars;” and of bank notes there was a 
general deluge of the smallest denominations, 
down to one dollar. This was the state of the cur- 
rency in 1832, when General Jackson and his 
friends undertook to improve its condition. Now 
for the result of their labors. Of gold, the circula- 
tion had been created, from nothing, to twelve or 
fifteen millions of dollars, and the standard adopted 
by us has been found to be so precisely accurate 
that the premium on American gold and American 
silver is now exactly the same! Our silver has 
been increased till it amounts, with th: gold, to 
upwards of eighty millions of dollars; and the small 
note circulation under twenty dollars was in a 
course of gradual suppression in every State in 
which the political friends. of General Jackson 
were in the majority. This was the state of the 
experiment in May last, when all the kanks in the 
Union suddenly closed their vaults, and have re- 
mained closed ever since. They all closed, though 
all could not have desired to do so; and which did 
not, and which did, will be as distinetly seen in the 
division on the impending question of resumption, 
as if it had been openly declared at the time the 
banks shut up. 

To show the merit of the reform in the currency 
effected by General Jackson and his friends, Mr. 
B. had recourse to another test, that of the exports 
and imports of specie; and he read a table which 
he had obtained from the Treasury Department. 
Is only went back to the year 1821, which was the 
earliest date that could be obtained; and from that 
time until 1832, the year of the veto on the United 
States Bank charter, the results stood thus: 


Imports. Exports. 
$8,064,890 $10,478,059 


1821 
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1822 3,369,846 10,810,189 
1823 5,097,896 6,372,987 
1824 8,379,835 7,014,553 
1825 6,150,765 8,797,055 
1826 6,280,960 4,704,553 
1827 8,152,130 8,014,880 
1828 7,489,741 8,243,476 
1829 7,403,612 4,924,020 
1830 8,155,964 2,178,773 
1831 7,305,945 9,014,931 
1832 5,907,504 5,656,340 


This presents a period of twelve years of imports 
and exports; and these twelve years cover that pre- 
cise portion of the existence of the Bank of the 
United States which is celebrated by its friends as 
the ne plus ultra of perfection; and what was the 
result? Why, that our exports of specie exceeded 
our imports; that our exports amounted to the 
enormous sum of $85,280,368, while our imports 
amounted to $83,356,682, and that the effect of 
this excessive exportation was to leave the country 
with no more than twenty or twenty-two millions 
of specie to sustain all its banking, and all its com- 
mercial operations! 

In the year (832, the year of the veto message, 


General Jackson and his friends first commenced ° 


their efforts to improve the currency; and the result 
‘is shown in this table: 


Imports. Exports. 
1833 $7,070,368 $2,614,952 
1834 17,911,632 1,676,258 
1835 13,131,447 5,748,174 
1836 12,166,372 4,435,815 
1837 10,954,432 6,714,990 


Behold the difference, said Mr. B. Here in the 
short space of five years, we have an import of up- 
wards of sixty-two millions; an export of almost 
‘nothing. Making an allowance for the gold coined 
atthe mint, the specie brought in by passengers, 
and not registered at the custom-houses, and the 
actual increase of specie for the last five years, 
averages twelve millions per annum; and this 
great increase has been the salvation of the coun- 
try, and enabled it to ride out the storm of the 
present bank suspension, and to triumph over it; 
for complete and proud will be the triumph of the 
country over the diabolical design to impose upon 
it a broken bank paper, and shin-plaster currency! 
If there had been no more specie in the country 
in May last, than there was at the time of the veto 
message in 1832, the country would have begn 
ernshed! but eighty millions, instead of twenty, 
has saved the country; and shown thatit is able 
to stand the shock of a universal suspension of 
specie payments by the baks. Such is the 
strength of General Jackson’s policy—so wisely 
is it founded in correct principles, that even 
in this year of bank suspensions, and in defiance 
of all attempts to drive specie from the country, 
there has been an importation of near eleven mil- 
Hons, and an export of only six millions and three 
quarters; and we are now ready to begin another 
year, with the double advantage of the foreign 
exchanges in our favor, and the whole of the last 
year’s crop just ready to go to market. The 
imports of specie for this year must then be im- 
mense, probably as great as they were the year 
after the panic, when they amounted to near 
eighteen millions reported at the customs, besides 
several millions brought by emigrants, and not 
reported. Such is the fruit of General Jackson’s 
policy; and if that policy can be continued a few 
years longer, our stock of gold and silver will con- 
tinne to increase until every part of the Union, like 
Holland and France, is saturated with the precious 
metals, and until the most undaunted advocate for 
shin-plasters and broken bank notes will be forced 
to admit that there is no necessity for such vile 
and filthy substitutes for specie. 

Mr. B. contrasted the five years’ result of Gene- 
ral Jackson’s experiment with the preceding twelve 
years’ regulation of the curreacy by the Bank of 
the United. States. The difference was, a LOSS o! 
two millions of specie in the twelve years of bank, 
and A GAIN of sixty millions in the five years of 
of General Jackson’s experiment. This was the 
difference; and this difference shows, that if the 
experiment had only began a few years sooner, we 
should now have had as much gold and silver as 


the business cf the whole Union cculd possibly 
employ; and if it can now be continued a few 
years longer, we shall soon have as much 4s can 
possibly be used. Look atthe imports! they are 
always large. They are the natural effect of the 
exportation of our annual crop of one hundred 
millions’ worth of cotton, tobacco, rice, and other 
articles. These have brought, are bringing, and 
will continue to bring, annually, eight, ten, fifteen, 
eighteen millions of dollars, to say nothing of 
what is brought by emigrants. If the experi- 
ment continues, the mass of these annual im- 
ports will remain in the country until the 
country is saturated with specie; then the surplus 
will overflow of itself. But if the enemies of the 
experiment succeed, and especially if they succeed 
in changing the experiments, then the old policy of 
the Bank of the United States will prevail. Expor- 
tation of specie will be the order of the day! ‘The 
States willagain be drained of forty-two millions, 
as they were from 1817 to 1832. The whole will 
go to England. Experts will be made to exceed 
imports; and at the end of some-years we shall be 
brought back to that vaunted pericd of 1832, with 
from .“ twenty Lo twenty-two millions of specie;” and 
the whole business of the country—crops, com- 
merce, exchanges, real and personal property, 
stocks, and every Government, State and Fede- 
ral—the prey of the Bank of the United States. 

Having shown that the specie in the country 
was increased from 1832 to 1837, from twenty 
millions to eighty millions, Mr. B. wished the 
friends of the non-resumption banks to reconcile 
an apparent contradiction. It was this: that with 
only twenty millions of specie in 1832, they held 
the currency to be soundest, safest, and finest upon 
earth! and now, with eighty millions of specie in 
the country, they hold the country to be utterly 
ruined, and totally unable to raise »icayunes and 
ninepences to carry to the post office, or to the 
market! This was a contradiction which he wished 
to see reconciled ; and until it was reconciled, he 
must be permitted to believe that, as eighty mil- 
lions is fowr times greater than twenty-millions, so 
is the country this day four times more able to pay 
specie in 1837 than it was in 1832. 

Mr. B. besought gentlemen not to be distressed 
at the thoughts of parting company with their dear 
shin plasters. It was quite possible to live without 
them, and to live well. He had experience on 
this subject. There were no shin-plasters in Mis- 
souri, and there was no distress or misery there. 
All was flourishing and happy; real estate, personal 
estate, produce, labor, all bearing the highest prices 
ever known before, and hard money in every man’s 
pocket. He had a letter from one of the principal 
mechanics of St. Louis, in answer to an inquiry 
made of him, which stated the prices of labor in 
St. Louis, and which with the leave of the Senate 
he would read. The letter was as follows: 

“Sr. Locis, Nov. 20, 1837. 

“Sir: After my best respects to yourself and 
family, in compliance with a wish expressed by you 
to me a few days before you left this city for 
Washington, I write to give you a statement of the 
wages given to mechanics and laborers in this city 
and adjoining districts, which are as follows: For 
house carpenters, two dollars per day; for boat 
builders or ship carpenters, two dollars and fifty 
cents per day; bricklavers, three dollars per day; 
stonemasons, two dollars and fifty cents per day; 
stonecutters, three dollars per day; plasterers, two 
dollars and fifty cents to three dollars per day; 
painters, two dollars per day; blacksmiths, two dol- 
lars per day; cabinet makers, piece work, fifteen 
dollars per week; saddlers, piece work, say from 
fifteen to eighteen dollars per week; tailors, piece 
work, say from twelve to twenty dollars per week; 
quarrymen, one dollar and fifty cents per day, and 
the superintendent or foreman of a quarry, two 
dollars per day; laboring hands, digging cellarsand 
working in the streets, one dollar and twenty-five 
cents to one dollar and fifty cents per day; laboring 
men to werk on a farm, twenty dollars per month, 
and found. 

“Respectfully, your sincere friend, 
«“ Hon. Toomas H. Benton.” 
Such are the prices of labor in St. Louis,—such 
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the rewards of labor in that place ;—and this-only 
gives one view of the state of things in that city. 
Its commerce was still more striking; and certain’ 
he was that he saw more commerce in. the port; 
and on the wharf of St. Louis, the day he-left-there, 
than he had seen from that place to Washington 
city, including all that he saw in. all. the -cities, 
towns and villages on the Ohio river put together. 
And that without banks; for the one chartered:Jast 
winter was more in name than in substance, and 
issued no notes except for specie deposited, dollar 
for dollar Mr. B. expressed. his belief that. St. 
Louis, in point of arriving and departing tonnage; 
was now the third city of the Union; that New 
York was first, New Orleans second, and St. Louis 
turd; and that she had attained this eminence 
without banks and without shin-plasters, and. was 
advancing at this moment with a degree of rapidity, 
,and enjoying at this moment, a degree of CREDIT, 
prosperity, and happiness which nobank-ridden 
or shin-plastered city in America can boast-of.. 
Mr. B. said the policy of General Jackson would 
succeed. It was right in itself, and would succeed. 
It might be frustrated temporarily by a combina- 
tion of banks, and was now frustrated by them; 
but there were good banks and bad banks in the 
country, and a division would take place among 
them; and in that division every bank and every 
political party will take its own station. Gold 
and silver, now four times more abundant in the 
United States than they were five years ago, will 
continue to increase; the public determination to 
have them will increase just in the proportion to 
the efforts to deprive the country- of them; detesta- 
tion of shin-plasters and broken bank notes will 
increase in proportion to the efforts to continue 
them in circulation; and, eventually, the day of 
recoil, of revulsion, must come. Shin-plasters 
will be pnt down, no matter who defends them; 
broken bank notes will be put down, no mat- 
ter who cherishes them; banks will have to 
resume or die, no matter who opposes the re- 
sumption; gold wiil come into circulation, no 
matter who hates gold; hard money will be the 
common currency of the country, no matter who 
wishes the contrary; a pestiferous issue of small 
bank notes under twenty dollars, will be suppres- 
sed, no matter who is for small notes; banks will 
be made responsible for their debts, no matier who 
is for irresponsibility. These things will come to 
pass, not because this or that man says so, but 
because they are right in themselves; and what is 
right in itself will eventually succeed in every 
moral and intelligent community. Yes! “the ex- 
periment” has increased our specie, in five years, 
from twenty millions to eighty millions; it is now 
increasing it at the rate of many millions per an- 
pum; it will continue to increase until the whole 
country is filled with gold and silver, until the 
quantity is so great that resistance can no longer be 
made to its circulation; and then broken bank pa- 
per, shin-plasters, and all their friends and sup- 
porters, will sink together. These things will hap- 
pen; they will come to pass, but not without 
contest and arduous struggling. Great will be the 
effort to keep up the broken bank and shin-plaster 
system—an effort doubly directed to force the circu- 
lation of this trash, and to resist all measures to re 
store the constitntional currency. We see this cir- 
culation forced and pushed every where; we see all 
attempts to check it universally and systematically 
opposed. Inthe New York Convention of banks, 
in the Congress of the United States, in the State 
Legislatures, it is ali the same thing, and by the same 
party. Opposition! opposition! cpposition! to ail the 
measures proposed for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, and no proposition of any measure in place 
of those opposed, to coerce the fesumption. This 
opposition is made by the Bank of the United States 
and its friends. That institution and its friends 
now stand as the SOLE OBSTACLES to the re- 
sumption of specie payments. They struggle 
against the public good, and against the swelling 
tide of public opinion. . But this unnatural struggle 
will cease; it will cease under the accumulated 
massess of gold and silver which “the experiment” 
has brought, is bringing, and will continue to bring, 
into this bank-ridden and shin-plastered nation. 
Mr. NILES then rose and addressed the Senate 


for morethan an hoar in opposition to the post- 
ponement, He had no disposition to oppress the 
banks of this. District; bul he thought they, in 
common with others, had forfeited their claims to 
public favor.. IIe was in favor of an early action 
by Congress, on account of the moral effect it 
would have.in setting a good example to the States. 

[As soon as this speech can be written from the 
Reporter’s notes it will be given.] 

Mr. TIPTON said that he would vote for the 
motion.of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) 
to postpone the consideration of the bill now before 
the Senate to the second Monday of January nest, to 
afford time for us to hear from the Legislatures of 
the States now in session. Tle was opposed to the 
issue and circulation of the small bills or notes, fa- 
miliarly called “shin-plasters,” and would go for 
freeing the people of the District of Columbia from 
that species of trash. He also felt it to be 
his daty, so far as his vote would go, to compel 
the banks of the District to resume specie pay- 
ments at the time we exclnde shin-plasters from 
circulation here; but he would not now give a 
vote to coeree the banks of this District to pay 
specie’ at an earlier day than that at which the 
banks of the different States should resume specie 
payments. It had been indicated from different 
quarters, that the first of May was the time that 
would possibly be fixed on by all solvent banks to 
resume specie payments. He hoped and believed 
that the bank of his own State would not wish to 
put off specie payments to a later day. The Legis- 
Jature of Indiana was now in session, and would 
certainly notadjourn without taking steps to pro- 
duce a result so desirable to every one. It was 
due to the reputation of the States, as well as to 
the note holders and to public justice, that all such 
banks should be compelled, if compulsion was 
necessary, to resume at a day not more distant 
‘than the first of May.. So far as the bank of In- 
diana was concerned, no one need doubt her incli- 
nation, as well as her ability, to resume at an 
early day. ` 

Mr. T. said, while on the subject of banks and 
paper currency, he would take occasion to say that 
he was in favor of a mired currency—paper, bot- 
tomed on a metallic basis, convertible at the pleasure of 
the holder into gold and silver. On such a currency 
the State which he had in part the honor to repre- 
sent here had grown to its present important stand- 
ing among her sister States. She had established a 
bank, which had been ably conducted, and was, 
beyond doubt, in a wholesome condition, both able 
and willing to resume specie payments at any time. 
He was anxious to see all banks resume specie 
payments: let those, if any there be, that are not 
able to resume, be known. He had no doubt that 
the banks of this District were ready to resume; 
and he thought the first of May a suitable time to 
force these small: bills out of existence, and let 
metal take their places to furnish change to the 
people of the District. tle could not doubt the 
ability of the District banks to supply gold and si!l- 
ver for change for the people of this vicinity. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt himself bound to 
call for the yeas and nays on the motion to. post- 
pone; when there appeared tor the postponement, 
15; against it, 26. 

Mr. SEVIER, having mistaken the question, 
afterwards recorded his vote against it; so that the 
vote stood as follows, 14 to 27. 

YEAS-—Messrs. Black, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Knight, MeKean,. Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, Tallmadge, and Tipton—l4. 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Linn, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Conn. Strange, Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, Wright and Young—-27. 

_ The bill under went along discussion in. relation 
to its details, in which Messrs. WRIGHT, BEN- 

TON, HUBBARD, and GRUNDY participated. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the blank in the 
third line was filled with the 10th of April, so as 
to make it-penal to issue notes of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, after that date. 

Mr, YOUNG moved an amendment which after 
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being discussed, was adopted, and reads as follows: 

Ssc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from aad 
after the passage of this act, it shall be ualawfal 
for any individual, company, or corporation, to 
issue de nove, or knowingly to pass, or procure to 
be issued, passed, or circulated, within the. Dis- 
trict aforesaid, any nete, check, bank bill, or other 
paper mediam, evidently intended for ecmmon cir- 
culation, as for, and in lieu of, smali change in 
gold and silver, or for any other purpose what- 
ever, and which shail be issued or circulated for the 
first time, after the period above limited in this sec- 
tion, under the penalties prescribed in the forego- 
ing act. 

Amendments offered by Mr. SMITH, of Indi- 
ana, and other were debated until a late hour, 
when the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspar, Dec. 21, 1837. 

Mr. SLADE moved a correction of the jouraal 
in relation to the record of the question of order 
of yesterday, but it was not agreed to. g 

Mr. PATTON then asked leave to submit the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, and 
papers, touching the abolition of slavery, or the 


buying, selling, or transferring of slaves, in any 


State, District, or Territory, of the United States, 
be laid on the table, without being debated; 
printed, read, or referred, and that no further 
action whatever shall be had thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

Mr. PATTON moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were yeas 135, nays 60, 
as follows: 


YVRAS—-Messrs, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne. Bell, Bicknell, Riddle, Birdsall, m Bouldin, Brod- 
heal, Bronson. Bruyn, Bachanan, Jobn Calhoon, Cambreieng, 
William B. Campbell, Jonn Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, 
William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cilley, Ciaiborne, Cleveland, Ccowney, Coles, 
Corwin, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, James 
Garland, James Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Ham- 
mond, Hames, Harlan, Harrison, Mawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Logan, Lyon, 
Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Menelee, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Paton, 
Paynter, Pennyhacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rencher Robertson, Sawyer. Augustine, H 
Shepherd, Charles Shepar: vielda, pior, Smith, Snyder, 
Southgate, Spencers, Stanly art, 1e, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
‘Vitus, Toucey, Larney, Under wond, Vail, Wagener, Websier, 
Weeks, Albert 8. White, John White, Thomas T. Whiule-ey, 


Lewis Willieens, Sherrad Williams, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Wiliams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Wise, and 


¥Yell—135. 

NAYS—Messts. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen John 
Ww. Allen. Aycrigg, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, Coffin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davirs, 
Duncan, Duns, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Isaac Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Foster, Goode, Grennetl, Haley, Hath, Harper Ifas- 
tings, Henry. Herod, Ingham, Lincoln, Marvin. Sanson Mason, 
Maxwell. MeKennan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Paterson, Feck, Phillips, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, 
Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Elisha Whitlesey, and 
Yorke—60. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. PATTON siid he had offered this resolution 
in the spirit of peace and harmony. It involves, 
(said Mr. P.) so far as I am concerned, and so far 
as concerns some portion of the representatives 
of the slave holding States, a concession; a con- 
cession which we make for the sake of peace, 
harmony, and union. We offer itin the hope that 
it may allay, not exasperate exciteme st; we desire 
to extinguish, not to kindle a flame in the country 
In that spirit, sir, without saying one word in the 
way of discussion; without giving utterance to any 
of those emotions which swell in my bosom at the 
recollection of what took place here yesterday, I 
shall do what I have never yet done since I have 
been a member of this House, and which I have 
very rarely sustained, when done by others: I move 
the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman precedes his resolution—(Loud cries of 
“ Order! order!” from all parts of the hall.) Mr. 
A. He preceded it with remarks—(‘“ Order! or- 
der !?) 


The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that it was 
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out of order to address the House after the demand 


for the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask the House—(continued 
cries of “Order!” which completely drowned the 
honorable member's voice.) £ 

Mr. ADAMS then demanded tellers on the se- 
cond to the previous question, which were ordered; 
and Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi, and Mr. 
BRIGGS of Massachusetts, having been appointed, 
the motion prevailed, 124 voting for it. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded by the House. 

On the question; “Shall the main question be 
now put?” being propounded— 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 129, nays 62, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, John Calhoon, Cawbreleng, W. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Carter, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGraff, Denms, Drom- 
gooie, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Foster, Fry, James 
Ga.jand, James Graham, Grantland, Grant, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Tlarlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard. Hubley, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, W. 
C. Johnson, John YV. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Lawler, Legare, Leadbeuer, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robt. 
McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W, Morris, Muhlen- 
berg, Murray, Nuble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, Pen- 
nybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Ro- 
bertson, Sawyer, Augustine If, Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, 
Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stewart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Tompson, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Ur- 
derwood. Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W, Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, ©. H. Williams, Wise, and Yoll—{29, 

NAYS—-Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wile 
tiam B. Cathoun, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlingion, Davies, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Isaac 
Fletcher, Filmore, Goode, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoffinan. Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Maxwell, KeKennan, Milligan, Matthias Morris, Calvary Mor. 
ris, Naylor Noyes, >» Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phil- 
lips, Pais, Powter, Randen Randoiph, Ree}. Ridgway. Rus- 
sel], Shefler, Sibiey, Stade, Stratton, Viilinghast, Toland, 
Albert 3. White, John White, and Elisha Whittlesey—62. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question, being on agreeing to the re- 
solution, was then propounded. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 122, nays 74, as follows: 
Andrews, 


John Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, Wm, B. Carter, Casey, 


nzoale, a 9 $ my 
James Graham, Grantland, Graves, Hammond, Harlan, 
son, Tawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Molt, Hop- 


ins, Howard, Hubley, William IF. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm, C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
James M. Mason. Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W, Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murtay, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Peirtken, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Reity, Rencher, Ro. 
bertson, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Steuart, Stone, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Thompson, Titus, Tarney, Underwood, Vail, Wage- 
ner, Weeks, John White, Thoeras T. Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherro:l Williams, Javed W. Wiliams, Joseph L, Wil- 
Hams, C. H. Williams, and Yell—122. 

NAYs5---Mossrs. Alexander, Heman Aller, John W. Allen, 
Bilge, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, William B. Calhoun, 
Chaney, Coffi , Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Davies, Duncan, Denn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R Fletcher, J. 
Fletcher, Fillmcre, Foster, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Hamer, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Ing- 
ham, Kilgore, Leadbetter, Lincoin, Marvin, Samson Mason. 
Maxwell, MeKennan, Milligan, Mathias Morris, Caivary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, 
Potts, Potter, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgwav, Russel 
Sheffer, Bheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Tulinghast, 
Toland, Toucey, Webster, Albert S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
and Yorke - 74, 

[When the name of Mr. Anams was called, that 
gentlemen rose, and said: “ I hold the resolution to 
be in violation of the Constitution of the United 
States.” [Loud cries of “ Order!” ‘ order!” from 
every part of the Hall] 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis violates order, and must resume his seat. 

Pending the question being propounded, 

Mr. Duncan “inquired of the Chair if he coud 
assign the reasons for the vote he should give. 

The Cuare replied in the negative. 

Mr. Wise (who had not voted) inquired of the 
Chair the rule in relation to a member being ex- 
cused from voting, and at what stage the reasons 


for making such a request must be made, 
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The Cuar said before a division of the House, 
or before the commencement of the call of the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. Wise said, as he could not assign his reasons 
at length; he desired, at least, that his constitu- 
ents might know that. he was present. He could 
not vote fer the resolution, because it implied or 
admitted a principle he denied—the right to receive 
those petitions, 

After the vote was taken, 

Mr. Apams rose, and moved that his reason 
for not voting on the resolution be entered on the 
journal. 

The Cuarr said it was out of order. 

Mr. Apams then notified his request to the Clerk 
to make an entry of his motion, and that it was pro- 
nounced by the Chair to be out of order.] 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House then 
Freso'ved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, Mr. ADAMS in the chair, 
on the resolutions to refer the different subjects em- 
braced in the President’s Message to appropriate 
standing committees. 

The question pending was the following resolu- 
tion, as modified, submitted by Mr. HAYNES: 

3. Resolved, That so much of said Message as 
relates to the finances, and every thing connected 
therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public moneys, 
and every thing connected therewith, be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr. 
CUSHING, as follows: 

Whereas the in@uence of the Executive depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
lime past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished: 

Resolved, therefore, That in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money be referred to 
with instructions to report— 

First, such method of keeping the public trea- 
sure, effects, and other property, as in the judg- 
ment of said committee shall most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare and to secure the liberties of the 
people; and, 

Secondly, snch other reforms in the practices of 
the Government as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stand- 
ard of the original purity of the Constitution. 

After some explanatory remarks from Mr. 
CUSHING, : . 

Mr. EWING wished to make a few observations 
in relation to what had been said the other day by 
the gentleman from Cincinnati, (Mr. Duncan.) 
He contended that Mr. D. had evaded the ques- 
tions propounded, by offering him a prescription, 
and calling upon him to define what Federalism 
was. He certainly felt much affected by the kind- 
ness of that gentleman, but he begged to tell him 
that, when he wanted medicine, he would employ a 
regular physician. He considered the prescriptions 
hitherto prepared by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as inadequate to effect a cure of the pre- 
sent evils, and concluded his remarks by giving 
Mr. D. some advice as to the course of reading he 
ought to pursue in order to obtain a just idea of 
the true state of the country. 

Mr. DUNCAN was much amused at the speech 
just made by the gentleman from Indiana, and his 
learned disquisition on medicine. The last time 
he had administered a cathartic to the gentleman, 
but as that did not appear to produce the effect in- 
tended, he would, on the next occasion, administer 
an anodyne. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD should make but a few ob- 
servations. He considered it an undeniable fact 
that all the present difficulties of the country were 
attributable to the organic construction of the Go- 
vernment, the continual tendency of which was to 
concentrate power in the hands of the Executive. 
In his opinion the only remedy was so to amend 
the Constitution as to prevent that tendency, and at 
some future time he would take occasion to offer 
resolutions to that effect. .Mr. U. then referred to 
the various Executive departments, in which he 
said there was much which called for the atiention 
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of the House. He adverted at some Jength to the 
“Exploring Expedition;” tothe Florida war, and 
to the alledged grievances in the Post Office De- 
partment, which he charged with great neglect in 
the transportation of papers sent by members to 
their constituents. He complained that the Presi- 
dent was giving them lectures un the New York 
elections, instead of suggesting measures of reform. 
He then expressed his views in reference to the 
establishment of a National Bank, which he con- 
tended was the only means of regulating and pro- 
ducing a uniform currency, and on that ground was 
opposed to the reference of the subject to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as that Committee had 
at the late special session reported a resolution ad- 
verse to the establishment of such an institution. 

Mr. MALLORY addressed the committee on the 
subject of a resolution heretofore offered by him, 
calling for information respecting the delay of the 
sailing of the South Sea Exploring Expedition. He 
gave a Statement of the appropriations made at 
various times for that object, and charged the Se- 
cretary of the Navy with gross mismanagement in 
relation to it. He also took a general view of the 
navy, and maintained that its condition was such 
as imperatively demanded an investigation. 

‘Without taking the question, on motion of Mr. 
GRANT, the committee rose. . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, in rela- 
tion to the construction of the new Treasury build- 
ing, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Buildings. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
relation to insolvent debtors; which, on motion of 
Mr. McKIM, was laid on the table. 

Several bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, five thousand copies 
of the designs to the report in relation to the esta- 
blishment of marine hospitals on the western 
waters, was ordered to be lithographed for the use 
of the House. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the present 
state of the currency within said District, and 
report to this House such measures as may be 
necessary, in their opinion, to improve its condi- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the act of the 5th July, 
1832, entitled “An act to provide for liquidating 
and paying certain claims of the State of Vir- 


| ginia,” as to embrace officers entitled to five years’ 


ull pay, in lieu of half-pay, for life; and the said 
committee be further instructed to inquire into. the 
expediency of providing for the payment of such 
judgmenis as Have been, or may be hereafter, 
recovered against the State of Virginia for half-pay 
or commutation pay, under the act of the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia of May, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, the following resolu- 
tions, submitted by him on the 18th instant, were 
taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to this House the whole amount of 
postage collected by his department on newspa- 
pers for six months, ending the 30th day of June, 
1837. 

Reso’ved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to this House a statement exhibiting 
a list of all persons with whom he has contracted 
to carry the Express Mail; the length of each con- 
tract by measurement or estimate; the offices at 
which the Express Mail is opened on each route; 
the average weight of each mail, and the annual 
compensation stipulated to he paid to each and 
every contractor on express mail routes, and the 
duration of each contract. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR of New York, the 
following reselution was taken up: 

Reso!ved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of amending the third section of the act en- 


titled an act granting half-pay to widows or ors 
phans, where their husbands and fathers have diéd. 
of wounds received in the military service of ‘the 
United States, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses, approved July 4, 1836, so as to extend thé 
provisions of that section to all widows ‘of officers 
and soldiers of the war of the Revolution whose 
husbands were entitled to a pension, o 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to amend the resolution 
by adding—‘‘and also to inquire into the expedienéy 
of placing on the pension roll, those children whese 
fathers died in the service, and also those children 
whose fathers have been Revolutionary’ pen- 
sioners.”” bs 
Before the question was taken, on motion, 
The House adjourned. 


The following petitions were presented in the 
House of Representatives on Monday. 


Mr. FOSTER presented the pétition of 187 citi- 
zens of the State of New York, living in the vicini- 
ty of Lake Ontario, praying for the construction of 
aship and steamboat canal around the Falls of 
Niagara, and asking of Congress an appropriation 
to effect that object. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG presented the petition of 
180 merchants of the city of New York in favor of 
the construction of said ship canal. .. ` 

Mr. HOFFMAN presented the: petition of Joim 
H. Lord and 286 other citizens of New York, 
praying for the construction of said canal. 

Mr. GRANT presented the petition of Christiam 
J. Bunkleand 551 other citizens of the State of New 
York, inhabiting the northern boundary of the 
United States, praying for the construction of said 
ship and steamboat canal, and asking an appro- 
priation for that purpose. 

Also, the petition of John Robinson and 480 
other inhabitants of the county of Niagara, in the 
State of New York, in favor of the same project. 

Mr. BIRDSALL presented the petition of William 
Wickham, of Sodus, New York, praying Congress 
to pass a Jaw to secure to him the use of a fishery 
in waters adjacent to lands conveyed by the peti- 
tioner to the United States for the erection of a 
light-houss; which was referred to the Committee. 
on Commerce. Mr. B. also presented the papers: 
of Mr. Fitzhugh, the keeper of the light-house at: 
Sodus, in opposition to the prayer of the above: 
petition; which was referred to the Committee om: 
Commerce. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE GLOBE. 

GENTLEMEN: The resolution submitted tthe 
Senate by me, yesterday, was not the resciution 
publishea as mine in the Globe of this morning. 
The following is that which I laid on the table, to 
be called up on a future day: : i 

“ Resolved, That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire into the ex-- 
pediency of authorizing the people of the said! 
District to elect a delegate to the House of Repre~ 
sentatives df the United States, to enjoy the rights 
and privileges of the delegates of the respective 
Territories of the United States.” 

In the Globe of yesterday, Mr. Ciay of Alabama 
is represented to have called for the reading of the 
resolutions of the Legislature of Wermont, pre- 
sented to the Senate by Mr. Swirt, in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
the suppression of the domestic slave trade between 
the States, and against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. Thisis also a mistake. I called 
for the reading of those resolutions, because they 
were not distinctly described by the Senator pre- 
senting them; because, in consequence of this, the 
Southern Senators seemed not to have noticed their 
presentation; because, having previously read 
them, and deeming much of ‘the language in the 
resolutions, and in the report which -accompanied: 
them, to be unconstitutional, inflammatory, and 
calculated to ingict a serieus blow upon the Union 
of the States, I deemed it my duty to call-the special: 
attention of the Senate to them. 

Very respectfully, o7: ; 
j J OHN NORVELL. 
Dec. 21, 1837. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fawzy, December 22, 1837. 

‘After the reading ‘of the journal— 

"Mr, ADAMS stated that, as his name did not 
appear among-the yeas and nays on the vote on 
Mr. Patton’s resolution of yesterday, nor was his 
objection entered on the journal, it would not ap-. 
pear that he was present on the oécasion. 

_ The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that, 
as “he: had not answered either “ay” or “no” 
when his name was called, his name, as a matter 
of course, could not be recorded: 

Mr. ADAMS. I moved at the time that the 
answer I gave should be entered on the journal, 
but the Speaker said it was not in order. I then 
requested that it might be entered on the journal 
that I made the motion; and that it was declared to 
be out of order. 

The SPEAKER again informed Mr. A. that the 
reason it did not appear on the journal was, that it 
was hot in order; and referred him to a case pre- 
cisely of the same nature. which occurred during 
the first session of the last Congress, and which had 
been so decided by the House. 

Mr. ADAMS, after some further remarks, moved 
that the journal be so amended as to include his 
objection to the resolution, and his reasons there- 
for, ia the following words: - ` 

‘*T hold the resolution to be a violation of. the 
Constitution of the United States, of the right of 
my constituents, and of the people of the United 
States to petition, and of my right to freedom of 
speech, asa member of this House.” 

Mr. BOON moved to lay the motion toamend 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeasand nays; which 
were refused, and the motion to lay on the table 
was agreed to without a count. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year 1838: read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, also. reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army of the United States for the 


year 1838: read ‘twice, and committed to a Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. MERCER, desired to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if it 
was intended to report any bill touching the clearing 
out the raft of Red River, or the Cumberland 


road. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that those bills 


were under the charge of the gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky (Mr. Pope) and at that time in his hands. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same Commit- 
tee reported the Senate bill to remit the duties upon. 
certain goods destroyed by fire in the city of New 
York; which was committed toa Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked. that there was 
among the-estimates not yet printed an appropria- 
tion for completing the erection of barracks at Fort 
L: avenworth, though the Committee of Ways.and 
Means did not find any express law authorizing it. 
They deemed it expedient, however, that the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs should have an oppor- 
tunity of examining the subject, and that, if they 
thought proper to do so, they might report a bill 
for the purpose. The Committee of Ways and 
Means did not feel authorized to do it; and they 
had, therefore, directed him to report the following 

“resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing an appropriation to complete the erec- 
tion of permanent barracks and quarters at Fort 
Leavenworth, on the frontier ef Missouri, for four 
companies of dragoons, including stables for their 
horses, according to a plan approved by the Secre- 
‘tary of War. 

Mr. McKIM, from the same committee, moved 
that the Committee of the Whole be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill for the re- 
lief of the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad 
Company, and that the same be recommitted to 
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the Committee of Ways and Means; which was | 


agreed to. 


mittee of Claims, reported without amendment Se- 
nate bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and 
Thaddeus Fairbanks; which was committed. 


reported without amendment Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Elisha Towns: committed. 
Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee re- 


and others, read twice and committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Sears and 
others; read twice and committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Henry Tunis: read twice and 
committed. . 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Frederick Reese: read twice 


| and committed. 


Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Sophia Sterne: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 


sury Department. 

The bill having been read twice, 

Mr. S. explained that the bill was substantially 
the same as had been heretofore considered, and as 
it was a matter of great interest to the department 
that it should be passed as speedily as possible, he 
moved that it be made the special order for the 
first Wednesday in January. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY expressed a hope that, 
after the inconvenience so often experienced, no 
more special orders would be adopted. 

Mr. SMITH having so varicd his motion, the 


on the state of the Union. 


a bill, providing for the employment of boys in 
the merchant vessels of the United States: read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same Committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to allow a 
drawback on duties upon imported hemp when 
manufactured into cordage and exported: com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH also reported a resolution for the 
printing of two thousand copies of the report of 
Professor Hassler on the standard of weights and 
measures; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the erection 
of a marine hospital at Portland Harbor, Maine: 
read twice and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others: read twice and committed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, a!so 
reported a bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers: read twice and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same commtttee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Moses Merrill: read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, 
also reported a bill for the relief of Joseph D. 
Shields: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, 
also reported a bill for the relief of Nathan Levy: 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. DEGRAFF, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Ferdinand Clark: 
read twice, and committee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, frorn the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing: 
read twice, and committed. 


Mr. HUNTER of Ohio, from the same. commit- | 


tee, reported a bill for the relief of John A. Peter- 
son: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill providing for the establish- 
ment of a surveyor general’s office in the State of 
Illinois: read twice, and committed. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from thesame committee, | 


ported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard | 


a bill providing for the reorganization of the Trea- | 


bill was committed to a Committee of the Whole | 


Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported j 
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"Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 


Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following bills, which were read the first ` 
and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow: 

1. A bill for the relief of Isaac and Wm. Wil- 
kinson. ` i 

2. A bill for the relief of Elisha Nowland, Wm. 
N. Kennedy, Robert J. Kennedy, and Mason E. 
Lewis. š 

3. A bill for the relief of Wm. Walker. + 

4, A-bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 

5. A bill for the relief of Joel Chandler. 

6. A bill for the relief of John A. Williams. 

7. A bill for the relief of John Hollinsworth. 

8. A bill for the relief of William James Aarons. 

Mr. YELL, from the same committee, reported, 

1. A bill to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Arkansas; and 

2. A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvementstin consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and the 
Choctaw Indians: read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, a memoria! from the 
Legisiature of Arkansas, praying a survey to re- 
claim the inundated land on the Mississippi and 
Arkansas rivers, was taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SHLELDS, from the same committee, re- 
ported— 

J. A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Tennessee to sell the lands heretofore appro- 
priated for the use of schools in that State; and, 

2, A bill to amend the act entitled “‘ An act to 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described 
within said State.” 

Both bills read twice and committed. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Reads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Patrick Green: read twice and committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported the following bills: 

1. Bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Phillip 
Turner, deceased. f 

2. Bill for the relief of Nathaniel Adams and 
others. 

3. Bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Wharton Quarles, deceased. 

4. Bill for the relief of the administrators of 
William T. Smith, deceased. 

All the above were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same Commit- 
tee, reported the following bills: 

1. For the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant Col. 
Richard Campbell. 

2. For the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant James 
Conway. 

3. OF the heirs of Wadleigh Noyes. 

4. For the relief of Hannah Richardson. 

5. Of the heirs of Major Peter Helphenstein. 

6. Of Elizabeth Hunt, and the heirs of Captain 
William Hendricks. y 

7. Of the legal representatives of Captain John 
Winston. 

8. Of John Clark. 

9. Of Lieutenant John McDowell. 

10. Of the legal representatives of Col. George 
Gibson. 

11. Of the legal representatives of William 
Hooker Smith. 

12. Of the legal representatives of Capt. Charles 
Snead. 

13. Of the heirs at law of Joseph Fanning. 

14. Of the children and heirs at law of John 
Chilton. 

15. Of the children and heirs of Lieut. Col. Hen- 
ry Irwin. 

All the foregoing were read twice, and referred 
to a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
the following, viz: 

1. Bill for the relief of Crawford Johnson. 

2. Bill for the relief of William B. Bunting. 

3. Bill for the relief of the legal representatives 

of Timothy Feeling. 

The above were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. f f 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee 


s$ 
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reported a-bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


tives of Dr. William Johonnot: read. twice, and - 


committed. f 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of sundry individuals, 
as follows, viz: i 

1. For the relief of Francis Vigo. 

2. Of Colonel Willis Reddick. 


3. Of the representatives of Nathan Tracey and 


Thomas Gordon. 
. Of William Vawter. 
. Of John B. Ashe. 
. Of John Gordon. 
. Of James Witherell. 
. Of Apollos Cooper. 
. Of Francis Taylor. í 

10, Of the representatives of Joseph Young, 
deceased, A 

11. Of Levi Chadwick. 

12. Of Thomas Knowlton. 

13. Of Lathrop Allen. 

14. Of Samuel Jones. 

All the foregoing bills were severally read twice, 
and committed. E 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the same com mittee, re 
ported the following, viz: 

1. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Lumpson, deceased. 

2. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John De Treville, deceased. 

3. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain John Marks, deceased. 

The above bills were severally read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, from the same com- 
mittee, reported 

1. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Charles 
Taylor, deceased. 

2. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of James Purvis, deceased. 

The above were read twice and committed. 

Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported— 

1. A bill for the relief of William Moore. 

2. A bill for the relief of James Moore. ' 

3. A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of the late Robert Palmer, deceased. 

Severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported the ensuing, viz: 

1. A bill fer the relief of Farish Carter, and the 
heirs of Charles Williamson, deceased. 

2. A bill for the felie? of Stephen (Etienne) La 
Lande of Alabama, read twice, and commit d. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee, 
reported the following; which were severally read 
twice, and committed. 

1, A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Daniel Warner, deceased. 

2."A bill for the relief of Henry L. Riviere. 

3. A bill for the relief of Margaret Kingsbury. 

Mr. MAY, from the same committee, reported 
the following, which were read twice and com- 
mitted: 

1. A bill for the relief of Amelia Leach. 

2. A bill for the relief of Oliver Welch. 
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Mr. RARIDEN, from the same committee, re- | 


ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Jarvis: read twice, and committed. , 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, moved that the report made at the last Con- 
gress on the subject of the culture and manufacture 
of silk, be again referred to that committee; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a resolution directing the Clerk of 
the House to purchase, for the use of that commit- 
tee, some copies of the collection of Indian treaties; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills, which were severally read twice 
and committed: 

1. A bill for the relief of Us-se-yohclo, a Creek 
Indian. 

2. A bill for the relief of Milly Yates. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported the following, which were read twice 
and committed: 

1. A bill for the re’ief of Commodore Hull 
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2. A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 
Mr. KILGORE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Henry Richardson, deceased: read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt: 
read twice and committed. : 

Mr. WISE, from the same committee, reported 
the following: : 

1. A bill to provide compensation to James Bar- 
ron, for the use of his invention, called “ A Venti- 
lator of Ships;” and 

2. A bill to allow additional compensation to 
William Early: read twice and committed. 


Mr. BRONSON, from tse Committee on the » 


Territories, reported without amendment Senate 
bill to ascertain and designate the boundary line 
between the State of Michigan and the Territory of 
‘Wisconsin. 

Mr. B. moved that the bill be committed toa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio inquired if it in- 
volved an appropriation? because, if not, it would 
be expedient to pass it over without delay. 

Mr. BRONSON replied that it did, and the bill 
was accordingly committed. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following: 

1. A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

2. For the relief of Isaac Hilten. 

3. For the relief of Neill McNeille. 

4. For the relief of Isaac Austin. 

5. For the relief of Amos Thompson. 

6. For the relief of Daniel Davis. 

7. For the relief of Oliver Peck. -7 

8. For the relief of Benjamin Gannet, widower 
of Deborah Gannett, a soldier of the Revolution. 

9. For the relief of William York. 

10. For the relief of Huldah Taylor. 

11. A bill extending the provisions of the act 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act entitled 
an act for the relief of certain surviving officers 
and soldiers of the revolution, passed June 7, 
1832.” 

All the above bills were also severally read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the ensuing: 

1. A bill for the relief of Solomon Ketchum. 

. A bill for the relief of Ann West. 

3. A bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 

4. A bill for the retief of Wiliam Jenkinson. 

5. A bill for the relief of Joseph Veazie. 

6. A bill for the relief of Simeon Smith. 

All severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virgmia, from the same 
committee, reported the following, which took the 
same course: 

1. A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig. 

2. A bill for the relief of Frederick Hill. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, from the 
same committee, reported the following, which 
were read twice and committed: 

1. A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley. 

2. A bill for the relief of Christopher Den- 
nison. 

Mr. HEROD, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following, which had the 
same disposition: 

1. A bill for the relief of Isaac Parker. 

2. A bill for the relief of Charles Coffin. 

3. A bill for the relief of Josiah Westlake. 

4. A bill for the relief of George Barkley and 
John Weaver. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported: 

1. A bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt. 

2. A bill for the relief of John Bosworth. 

3. A bill for the relief of Samuel Brown. 

4. A bill for the relief of William Pease. 

5. A bill for the relief of Thomas Allen. 

All severally read twice and committed. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported: 

1. A bill granting a 
Jepson. 5 

2. A bill for- the relief of Daniel Raridon. 

Read twice and committed. 


pension to Bradbury True 
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Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolutions 
ary Pensions, reported the following, which:had the 
same disposition: 

1. A bill for the relief of John M’Clellan... 

2. A bill for the relief of Josiah Clark. . 

3. A bill granting a pension to Alexander Gillis... 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill to restore to.certain invalid 
and other pensioners the amount of pensions by. 
them relinquished : read twice, and committed. ` 

Mr. PAYNTER, from the Committee on Naval. 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Spencer C. 
Gist: read twice, and committed. i 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following; which 
were read twice, and commited: 

1. A bill for the relief of Frederick Wilhead 

2. A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Case. 

3. A bill for the relief of Simeon Moss. 

4. A bill for the relief of Thomas West. 

5. A bill for the relief of Chauncey Ross. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, and by general 
consent, it was , 

Reselved, That when the House adjourn to-day, 
it adjourn over to Tuesday next. 

The House then, pursuant to the order, went 
into Committee of the Whole—-Mr. MUHLEN- 
BERG in the Chair, and considered a large num- 
ber of private bills; after which the committee 
rose, reported them to the House, and they were 
severally read the third time and passed, as fol- 
lows: A 

1. An act for the relief of Chastelain and Pon- 
vert. 

2, An aét for the relief of Robert Dickey of 
New York. 

3. An act for the relief of Major General Alex- 
ander Macomb. : 

4. An act for the relief of Samuel Saunderson, 

5. An act for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester. 

6. An act for the relief of Jesse E. Dow. 

7. An act for the relief of Edward Burgess. 

8. An act fer the relief of Daniel T. Patterson. 

9. An act for the relief of William Bailey, survi- 
vor of Bailey and Delord. 

10. An act for the relief of the legal ` representa- 
tives of John McCarty, deceased. 

11. An act for the relief of William H. Bell. 

12. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of David Caldwell, dec eased. i 

13. An act for the relief of Benjamia H. Mac- 
kall. 
14. 
15. 


An act for the relief of James J. Pattison. 
An act for the relief of Daniel Davis. 

16. An act for the relief of James Baker. 

17. An act for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Roswell Lee, deceased. 

18. An act for the relief of T. M. Canless. 

19. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Bolitha Laws. 

20. An act for the relief of Joseph Hall. 

21. An act for the relief of Jonathan Davis. 

22. An act for the relief of Albion T. Crow. 

23. An act for the relief of William R. Taylor, 
administrator to Jonathan Taylor, deceased. 

24. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John Addoms. 

5. An act for the relief of Allen R. Moore. 

- An act for the relief of Elias Johns. 
- An act for the relief of James McMahon. 
. An act for the relief of Sarah Murphy. 
- An act for the relief of Abraham Lansing. 
. An act for the relief of Nicholas Hedges. 
An act for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler 
. M. Miles. 
. An act for the relief of John Crepps. 
- An act for the relief of Presly N. O. Ban- 


» An act for the relief of F. Gardiner, 
. An act for the relief of Benjamin Mooers. 
. An act for the relief of Eli Horton. 
_37. An act for the relief of M. Gelsion, admi- 
nistrator to David Gelston. 
38. An act for the relief of John M. Oliver. 
39. An act for the relief of Christopher Clark. 
40. An act for the relief of Phillip Marshall and. 
the legal representatives of John Marshall. 
41. An act for the relief of Curtis Grabb. 
42. An act for the relief of John B. Perkins. 
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43, An ‘ae rt j of: “William Eailus, 
44. An act for the relief of Haanah Budiong.- 


45, An act fot he, ‘relief: of Robert. Peebles and, 


-Johi Graham.. laren 
-On-motion, o Mr. SNYDER, corre 


Resolyed, That the memorials. and- eins of aii 
thé- State, of: ‘ANineis,. heretofore presented. to: this 


House on- the subject of the continuation and loea: 


tion of the Cumberland, road:through ‘Illinois, be 


referred to the Committee on Reads.and Canals: 
On‘motion of Mr, LOOMIS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on-the Post Office. 
and. Post Roads be instructed. to inquire into, and. ; 


report td the House at an “early day, : : 
1 Asto the expediency of reducing: the rates of 


pustagé--to the. lowest amount that ‘will enable: the 


Post Office Department to sustain itself. 


.2. As tothe’ expediency of having. the expense : 


of transmitting: such. proportion ofthe mail As is 
comprised of frec parcels, to be annually éstimated 
by “the: Postmaster: General, ‘and paid out of the 
general Treasury of the United States. `, . 
‘On ‘motion of Mr. ALLEN- of Ohio, ` f 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct 
_ ed to transmit to this House, copies of any reports 
made by Captain Henry Smith, in’ reference to the 
surveys: made by him atthe mouth of. the Myuhoza 
river, in the State of Ohio,. under: the instructions 
of. the War Department. . 

Mr. PETRIKEN offered the following, which 
lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report 
to this Honse. as soon as -he conveniently can, a 
full list of all officers, Seaman, and marines.in the 
naval service, disabled by wounds or injuries re- 
ceived’ while in the ‘discharge’ of their, duty, who 


have: elaimed and. received ‘the benefit of theact 


of. Congress, approved | 3d of March, 1837, with 
the names, of the pensioners; the amount of back 
pensions” ‘received by. kim, the rank he ‘held atthe 
time he’ w isabled, the rank he now holds in 


the navy, and the degree ‘of disability. reported to 


entitle him to a pension, and if. not now iù the. 
service, the tank such officer held at the time of his 
claiming the arrearages of pension under t the act of 
Congress aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved; That a committee of-one from each 
State be appointed | by the Chair, to inquire into the 
propriety, of reporting: a bill.to appropriate, for the 
parposes of free sehvols, academies, and the -pur- 


poses, of education, an, increased portion of the: 


public lands, ee the: Denefit’, of all the States and 
Territories. £ 

‘On, motion of Mr. cu RTIS, 

“Resalited; ‘Lhat.the Committee’ on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the'expedieney of provi- ` 
ding by law for’ the allowance of: a ‘drawback of. 


duties on imported-wheat, when manufactured into 
flour, and exported. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

` Resolved, “That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post: Roads” be instructed. to “Inquire into the 
expediency ‘of changing ihe post.route from Wash- 
ington, in ‘Auiauga « scounty, by way of Kingston, 
Independence,’ Tfamilton, Oakridge, and Valley 
creek, to Perry courthouse, so as that the-same 
may ran by. the way: of Perryville, in: said county 
of Perry: 


On motion of Mi. TAYLOR of New York, the 
following resolution offered by’ him on "Thursday . 


was again called up: 

Resolved; That the’ Committee 6n Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire info the expe- 
dieney of amending the third section of the act en- 
titled “An act granting half pay to widows or or- 
-phans: when their husbands and fathers have died 


of wounds ‘received in the military service of. the: 


United’ States,’ in cettain cases, and for ‘other pur- 
poses,” approved. July 4, 1836, so.as:to extend the 


provisions, of that section to. all widows of officers 
and soldiers of the war of: the Revolution, whose: 


husbands were entitled to a pension. 


ment, 
then adopted: 


_ proffered suitable. only for: his own case. 
‘Globe ‘also omits Yny- rejoinder. to the members 
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“The question: pending was: the- amenieni of 


j Mr. CUSHMAN, viz. to- add ‘and also;tò inquire . 
into the expediency of, placiag onthe. pension roll, 


those children whose fathers died in’ the.service, 


“and also: those children whose - fathers: have’ been’ 
| ‘Revolutionary pensioners. i i 
The question was taken on the ‘proposed amendi 
the resolution. was 


when it was: rejected" 


On motion, =`. : 

The H Louse adjourned till: Tuesday next. 

[Our fepoiër misconceived the tenor of a por- 
tion. of Mr. Ewina’s remarks of yesterday, which 
we hasten. to correct.» Mr. Ewrne’s note of what 
he did say, is as. follows: 

“The Globe reads that Mr: D. (the, member 
from Cincinnati) evaded my questions by calling 


upon me to define what. Federalism was; when in- 


fact [had propounded the question, ‘What does 
the member'mean by his term Federalist? I desire 
of him to define that appellation.’ 
that it was evaded, left undefined, but‘, prescription 
The 


“next occasion anodyne.” It was; that his prescrip- 


tions, whether in the shape of an emetic, cathartic, 
or anodyne, should only be administered hereafter’ 


to those ‘who confided in his skill.”] 


‘IN SENATE. 
Frmay, December 22, 1837. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Trea- 


sury, enclosing a plan for the relief of certain insol- | 


vent debtors; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a. communication. from the Treasury De- 
partment, in relation to the receipts at the land of- 
fices, and the claims for pre-emption rights: laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Five hundred additional copies were. dir ected to 
be printed; and ; 

On motion of. Mr: TIPTON, ` 
` One hundred for the use of the 1 land office: 

Mr. CLAY presented a‘ petition from two citi- 


zens of the District of Columbia, John» Lutz and | 
Jesse Lipscomb, praying remuneration for money | 


lost by permitting improper access, as they charge, 
on the part of the Post Master, to the office. 

This petition sets forth that certain sums of 
money, regularly mailed in the Post Office: at 
Georgetown, arrived at.due time. in the city of 


Baltimote—that at the time the mail must have . 
been received there, a certain editor of a newspa- 


per was allowed to come into the office while: the 


mails were lying exposed—that‘said editor was in - 


the habit of purloining packages of letters, and was 
detected in the fact; ‘and the memorialists state 
they have no doubt their money was among the 
packages the aforesaid editor stole out of the office. 


And that this having been doné through an indul- aie 


gence contrary law, on the part-of an. officer’ of the 
Government, they ask whether that Government 
be not liable. They solicit an investigation, and 
that adequate reparation be made’ ‘for the losses 
they, have suffered. ` ` 

Mr. NORVELL presented 2 memorigl—naine 
not heard: referred to the Committee on Land 
Claims. 

Mr. LYON- presented, the petition of Joseph 
Campau; praying Congress to permit him to locate 
six hundred and forty. acres of land, in lieu of a 
private claim of equal quantity, to w hich he would 
have been entitled had he filed. his claim in season 
with the board. of land: commissioners at Detroit: 


And I charged | 


Also, the petition of Marie Germain, praying to be | 


authorized to locate 422 aeres of land in, Michigan, 


‘inheu of a like number of acres of a private ‘Jand 


claim; which was recommiended - for. confirmation: 


troit, and was. afterwards sold: bythe Government. : 


Also, the petition of Anne Smith, praying Congress 


| 


: been sold by the Government 


. had been fulfilled. 


to grant her an equivalent. in. Tands. for certain 
lands claimed by herself and. her sister, which ‘have 


“Mr. KING presented the: petitions. of RH 
Robinson and others for relief: referrede: t -o > 

Mr. ALLEN. presented - petitions from Anne 
Flynn,,also: from’ Daniel, praying ‘grants.of land: 
refetred to the Committe on the Public Lands... 

‘Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on. ‘the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of T. A. 
Smith; which’ was ordered. to a second reading. 

Mr. "GRUNDY, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of C. Corning, and that the same. be 
referred to the Committee ‘on Patents: granted. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


‘asked to be discharged from the further considera 
‘tion.of the petition “of Amos Jones, and that the 


same be. referred- to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. ` 
On motion of Mr. YOUN G, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency to grant to. the Rev, 


| Philander Chase, of Peoria county, Statė, of Mi 


nois, thè right of pre-emption to the unappropri- 
ated lands of the United States” situated, in town- 
ship ten; north of range six, east of the fourth. prin- 
cipal meridian, in that. State, for. the „purpose of 
aiding him in the establishment ofa collage. in that’ 
township. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel, ‘Warren was 
then taken up. - : 

Mr. CALHOUN explained the circumstances 
on which this was introduced. Captain Warren 
was a young gentleman of very brilliant prospects 
at the commencement of the American Revolution; 
he was. also the protege of a very rich maiden 
aunt, who, in. her zeal for the Crown, had deter- 
mined that her nephew should enter: the English ar- 

. ‘This not suiting the views of the young gentle- 
an who was ardently devoted to liberty,and some ` 
interruption occurring in the harmony subsisting 
between himself and “aunt, determined him to at- 
tach himself to the cause of ‘the rebels, as they 
were then: termed, and he came to- America and’ 
embraced the causé-of the Colonists. The aunt, 
shocked ‘at the want. of loyalty in’ her ne- 
phew, very humanely wished that he might re- 
ceive some deep and dangerous wound, In the, 
course of the war, Captain Warren lost his leg, from 
a wound by a cannon- ball; and recollecting the, 
wishes of his aunt Iw relation to his. course, 
the amputated limb was embalmed, and sent home 
to her as a trophy. of his ` gallantr y; and an 
evidence that her very kind and charitable wishes ` 
Mr. Warren was ther rich, 
and whileso would have disdained to receive any 
thing from his country; but. the scene was now 
changed, and though highly respectable, and honora- 
bly connected in life, ‘he, was compelled to ask the 
assistance of his countrys. >! 

The bill was then read. a second tune, and ordered 

to be engrossed. ; 


The bill to restrain the issue of small notes in 
this District, was then taken up, and debated in 
detail’ by Messrs. MORRIS, PRESTON, CLAY 
of Kentucky, WRIGHT, BROWN, STRANGE, 
HUBBARD, ROANE, WALL, and others. 


Mr. PRESTON contended ‘that the meastire be- 
ing confined to this poor disfranch‘sed ‘District 
should have emanated from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia; that it was not the’ province 
cf the Committee on- Finance to’ have. reported 
the bill; that it was legislating for the wants of a 
people ‘with whom’ they had no interest. in com- 
mon; and moved to commit it ‘to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia.: ` 

Mr. WRIGHT hano- personal feeling in the 
matter; if it were the wish of the Senate that it go 


jį: to the Committee on’ the District; be it s0; but he 
“to her by thé board ‘of land commissioners. at De- | 


called the attention of the Senate to a resolution 
passed on the 11th inst, which referred the subject 
to the Committee on Finance; and the bill before 


them. was, s but a “thanseript ‘of ‘what had passed the ` 
Senate at the’ extra session. 
Mr CLAY. urged the commitment of the dill, and | 
spoke ‘of it.as’a picayune, business of ` which the 
Committee on. Finance ought to be.ashamed—that’. 
it was calculated to-do no good, but,.was in fact a 
bilt of. pains; ahd penalties against the ‘poor people, 
line pegroes and Deg ggat. ginis: OF ‘thi 
lrauchised . district.” + ‘ 
Mr. BROWN: oppésed thé i AR 
and deferided the Committee eye 
see 


wanton aspersioñs thrown ufa ee 
2 D peta 


time the great Democratic. pg 


Mr. "YOUNG said: athe very exh 
pathy indulged in by. the Senators 
and South: ‘Carolina, i in relation: to. this: “p 
voted, neglected; disfranchised. District,” reminded 
him of an-old anecdote of a member of ‘the Iinois ’ 
Legislature. “The member:in question, to’ increase ` 
his | popiilarity y, had intfoduced’a bill tó provide for 
the marriage of. the ‘poor, of his county, without | 
any expense, He- had. no’ ‘idea that the loves of 
the young-and joyous should’ be impeded: by any 
tariff on marriage, and’ he - would -oblige the clerk 
of the“ court to’ grant certificates, without fee, and | 
intimated ihat he had made ‘arrangements with a 
philanthrepic.clergyman to the same effect. Well, 
the result of all this was that the member who was 
so desitous of removing what he considered an 
onerous ‘burden, was well nigh frowned down by 
ihe very people he: was so anxious to serve, and 
their remonstrances very soon. obliged him'to. ‘make 1 
an active retrograde movement to-retain his. seat. | 
Might not the ‘feeling of the people, of this District” 
be “something of a “similar characte, and might 
they thank them for the sympathy evinced in- endea- 
voring to fasten upon them this odious’ and disgrace- 
ful system of currency. > f 

Mr. ROANE, as :Chairman.of the Committee oni- 
the District, | ‘opposed the reference. Whilst the 
matter was under, debate at the last- session, not a 
single ‘citizen of the District had ever made a com- 
municaiion to him on the subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD also opposed the teleienck; and 
‘desired the yeas and nays. This being granted the 
question stood for commitment 9, ag zainst it 30: as 
follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
and Spence—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, ‘Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay at Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, Lumpkin, Linn, Mo- 
Fean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierer, Rives, 

Roane, Hol iuson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Strange, ‘Tipton, Walker, Wail, White, 
‘Williams, Wright, and Young—2 0. tg 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, which was adopted 
by a vote of 21 to 16, as follows: © ’ 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Knight, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, 

Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, | 
Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tipton, Wall, 

and Williams. 24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton; Brown, Clay, ; of 
A Alabami 1,. Grandy; Hubbard, ‘Lampkin, ° ‘Linn, 
Niles, Fierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, - 
W alk er, White, Wright, and Young—l16. 

J. motion was then made to adjourn, on which 
Mr. WRIGHT asked the yeas and nays, when 


the motion was withdrawn. 


The bill having been. reported as amended, on 
the question to engross for a third reading, 

Mr. V WRIGHT asked for the yeas andı nays, and 
the resnit was, yeas, 31; nays, none. 

YEAS—Messrs., ‘Mien, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Efubbard, King, Lumpkin, Linn, McKean, Nicho 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Sraith of Connecticut, Smith of In- 
diana, Strange, Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—None. - 

The bill as amended reads as follows : : 


White, 


A BILL to restrain the circnlation of “small notes; 
“as a cirfency,.in the District of Columbia, and 
- for-other purposes. - 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Heiise of Representa- 


tives of the ‘United Statesof Américain Congi‘ess.as-- 
sembled, That, after<the tenth. day of April next, H 


shall'be ‘aulawfal for any individual, company, o 


| corporation, toissue, pass, or to offer to pass, within A 


ret of ‘Columbia, ‘any: noie, check, draft, 
“Or any other. paper currency, of a less 


i de Taine than five dollars; and if any person | 
org poration shall violate the’ provisions of this. 


on, the person ‘so, offending, or, in case ofan y 
oration for the time being, shall i be liable to in. 


Atrict where. the" offence skali, have been ` com- 


thereof, be fined in à sum not exceeding fifty, dol- 


‘lars, at the diseretion of the court, for every of- 


fence: one-half of said fine shall be paid to the 
prosecutor, the other half shall be for the use of te 
county where the offence shall have been commit- 


_ted: Provided, That should the. prosecutor offer’ 
himself, or be ‘admitted, as a witness. for the prose- 


eution, he shall forfeit all claim to any part of the 
penalty,-and’ the whole shall go to the county, 
and the court shall give judgment accordingly; aad 
the person. so offendi ing; 


of any note, biil, check, draft, of other paper, 
constitnting part. of. such currency, to any holder 
thereof, with. all.costs incident to. the protest and 


legal collection thereof, with fifty per cent. damages’ 


for non-payment on. demand, to be recovered by 
action’ of debt; and in case of judgment for the 


plaintiff, execution thereon shall be had forthwith; 


and it shall:be the duty of the district attorney of 
the District of Columbia to commence próse- 
cutions against: all persons and every copora- 
tion offending against ihis section, of which he 
shall have knowledge or probable information ; 
and, in case of corporations, the prosecution shall 
be against the president, or any director or cashier 


‘thereof, for the time being; and it shall be the duty 


of the grand jurors to present all such . offences of 
which they shall have knowledge or probable infor- 
mation; and, that no member of a grand j jury shall 
be ignorant of his duty in this particular, it shall 
bethe duty of the court having cognizance of ail 


Offences against this section to give the: same in 


charge to the grand juries, at the commencement 
of the first term after the passage of this aef. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That from 
and afier the passage of this act, it shall be unlawfal. 
for any individual; company. or corporation, to 
issue, de novo, or knowingly to pass, or procure io 
be issued, passed, or circulated, within the district | 
aforesaid, any note, check, bank biil, or other paper 
medium, evidently intended for common. circula- 
tion, as for, and in lieù of small change iu gold cr 
silver, ar for any other pretence whatever, and 
which shall be issued and circulated for the first 
time after the period above limited in this section, 
under the penalties provided in the foregoing sec- 
tion. : 


The Senate then adjoumed. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, December 26, Sa 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of sun-- 
dry citizens of Philadelphia, for an appropriatio n 
for a dry dock at the navy yard at that city: 
referred. Also, the memorial of the Phi! adelpbia 
Chamber of Commetce far a new cusiom-house in 
Philadelphia: referred. ` Also, the petition of 143 
citizens of Chester county, Pa. against the annexa- 
tion of Texas: laid on the table. Also, the petition 
of Daniel Sherrod. of Virginia, for compensation 
for work done on the Cumberland road: referred. 

Mr. SWIFT gave notice, that at the suggestion 
of many Senators now absent, he would postpone 


the presentation of the Vermont Lesislative resolu- - 


tions to.some ca arly day when the Senate was 
full. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of the 
trustees of the Kentucky Baptist Education Society 


pration so offending, the “officers of. any suca f 


Hitted; and- the person so offending, or the officers. 
Of the corporation so offending, shall, on conviction 


and the officers of any. 
ect poration, shall also be liable to. pay the amount 


moving 


yelativeto matters therein contaitied:. 


“ Farmers Bank of Alexandria, praying 


-ot Georgetown; college, for a grant of land 
‘ferred. 
‘Mr WALL 1 rose: nad offered, the’ memorial. and ; 
resolutions of the Legislature , of New Jersey; > 
, atthe same time, that “the documents be. 
Jaid on ‘he table atid printed. x 
Mr. CLAY -of. Kentucky. thought: it: explaiene : 


“thatthe Senate ‘should know the. “subject. of dhe : 
: documents before ‘taking action thereon.” AN 


Mr WALL believed it was the créed o 


Mr. CLAY moved thé reading: died. 

The Secretary then. readthe: memorial and: res 
solutions: laid. oa, the table, and cotdered to (be 
printed. 5 

[The memorial related principally to the con- 
stitutional right of Congress to “provide for the safé 
keeping of public moneys, instead “of this duty be~ 


“ing “delegated to the Executive; also<dépr ecating 


the Expunging resolution passed by 1 the Senatè in 
1836; And denouncing: the Specie circular as not 


justified by law. J] 


ge was received fi from the House of Re- 
Į atives, announéing the passage. of sundry 
‘private bills; which, i in’ the course of the proceed 
ings, were several ly read. twice, and appropriately 
referred. sat 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition of 
sundry citizens: of ‘Indiana, praying alteration of 
certain postr routes; referred’ tothe "Committee on 

He Post’ Office. and Post: Roads.. à 

Mr. BUCHANAN } presented à pétition: of sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for tne eréc- 
tion of a dry dock at the navy yard at Philadelphia: 
réferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial “of: the 
an exten- 

sion of charter: referred to the Com mittee on: the 

Distriet of Columbia. 

' Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Florida; praying remuneration for 
losses sustained by the ’ Seminole war: “referred ‘to 
the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of ‘Thomas L. Win- 
throp and others, constituting. the New England 

Mississippi Land Company: “read, and ordered to 
be.printed.. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reporied a resolution discharging ihat committee 
f froin the petitions of James: Irvin. apd Richard T. 

Bank, anda reference-of the same to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs : adopted.: 

Also, reported:a bill for the relief of John Kurtz, 
owner of ship Alleghany : :: read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 
nessage iwas received from the President, in 
| obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 16th 
of October last, calling for the: correspondence: 
between the Government of the United States and 
any foreign power, in relation to the oceupancy of 
the territory. of United States west of the 
Rocky Mountains and bordering on the Pacific. 
The documents were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On- motion of Mr. PRESTON, the papers of 
Mr. Easby were removed from the she and re- 


erred to the Committee on Naval AT 


Tr. LINN introd x ed a bill authorizing the 
ident of the United States to canse the southern 
or the Territerr of wi eon to be 

oct and referred tu the 


Se on the Judiciary. 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Cor mmittee on Claims, 


Wi 
quie 


made an unfavor repori on the. petition of 
William C. East; which was adopied. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
the late Francis Newmar: read, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

On moticn of Mr. WHITE, ity was 

Resoleed, That the Committee én Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire inid the expediency 
of extending grant of land 10: the héirs of Ema- 


gag 
nuel Lricke! 
RUGGLES, it was 


On motion of Mr. R : : 
‘Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce: ine 
guire into the expediency of disposing of a ceriain 


pester cer RESETEAR EOE era RNC 
dite of acuslom-house at Bath, Maine, and® pur- 
ehasing another.: > SN. 
| Mr RUGGLES, on leave, introduced a bill, 
asking the Commissioner of the Patent Office to 
issue a- patent to James Smith. read, and referred- 
to the Committee. on Patents 7° 0 0... i 
.. Mr. YOUNG introduceda: bill for the relief of 
Samuel Gibson: read; and referred to the Cominii- 
tee on Claims. > Tien Geen ae awe 
A. message. from the. President’ of the United 
States announced his having given his signature to 
the bill for the coast relief squadron.. 0 > 
... Me WALL presened | the petition ‘of “Margaret 
S. Walkice, widow of a Revolutionary officer, for 
relief: referred to the Committee on Pensions. . — 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
-of James T: Ewbank, for relief: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ~ ` i : 
Mr. RIVES | presented’ the petition of William 
A. Weavei, praying redress from the sentence of 
a court martia} 
val Affairs; Sooo, i ma A 
: Mr SEY IER: presented the resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, protesting. against ‘the loca- 
hon Gf certain lands in: that ‘State: referred to the 


+ referred to. the Committee on Na- 


Coramittee ‘on Indian Affairs. 
co" ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
.,, “Phe bill for the relief of Captain Samuel Warten 
Was- read a third time and’ passed. : 
The bill restraining the issue of small notes ia the 
District of Columbia: was read a third time, and 
on. the question should the bill pass— 


— CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 


Mr. YOUNG begged leave tò propose, by unani- 


mong consent, an amendment describing the de- 
nomination <i notes to be affected by the provi- 
Sious of the first section of the bill. 
_ Mr. CLAY. of Kentucky expressed himself in 
favor ofthe amendment, as at the last session Con- 
< gress had authorized. the, issue of ten millions of 
Treasury, notes, without particularly specifying 
-taeir denomination; and. should this point not be 
determined, there. might be a danger ih passing 
„even the currency authorized. by Congress itself. 
‘He contended that the relation of the two bills 
exhibited a curious manner of legislations The 
Senate had not on.a former occasion scrupled to 


“were about to force on this District a course direct- 
ly opposite. 


“assue-a paper.irredeeiable in specie; and now they, 


But the notes authorizedat the late - 


session were large, (of the denomination of $50 and 4 


$100.) adapted solely to the purposes of the rich. 
While we were now about to append penal denun- 
ciation on every thing less than five dollars, appli- 
cable directly to ihe wants.of the poorer classes, 


and to-prosecute the offenders before a grand jury: 


it was an odious sheme at best, and he could see 
no justice in the measure, The bill, it was tree, 
presented: to. his mind less objections now, since. it 
dions. That odious clause regarding the summary 
mode of punishment and the requisition of oaths, 
fhad‘been stricken out, and, as. it now. stood, he 
“should have ni 
sented features alike applicable tothe whole coun- 
try... Tle:was unwilling to make this Jittle, misera- 
ble, ten milesquare do that which it was impossi- 
ble to effect by the efforts of the whole country 
united. It was true he had hopés, but orly. hopes, 
that this desirable issue would be'effected through- 
aut; but he'could see no reason why this little Dis- 
tie, which had always been behind in legislation, 
should now‘be forcedin advance, and made to 
bear the brunt for the whole country. It would 
seem that the whole efforts of the Commitiee on 
Finance had been concentrated and. expended to 
produce this litle abortion cf a bil, affecting only 
this poor, mise 
to the poor and wretched, the provisions of which, 
even when broken, could not be construed. into 
erime. This grand national commitice, he com- 
tended, should have a higher aim in view; itshonld 
„Seek tó improve the deranged currency of the 
whole country, and (odo this there was butone 
applicable remedy, namely: to establish a National 
Bank, to be condaected. by a disinterested corpora- 
tion, and net by the Execative alone, blending pub- 
lic-and private interests; this, he was aware, would 
not now. be. done, nor would it be recommended; 


had undergone important and ‘salutary modifica- 


no objection to. its passage if’ it pres 


‘ 


rable District, aud applicable only | 


a 


51 


Sianna: 


it had declared; even at the last session, we should 
not have a bank, though prayed for by a fall ma- 
jority ofthe people. - He hada special reference in 
urging the last’ proposed, ameniment; he. did not 
wish to see that good fanctionary, the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, arraigned among the first for a. vio- 
lation of this law, as -he most assuredly “might bè- 
ifthe amendment was.notadopteds © 40. 

Mr BUCHANAN said he never entertained an, 
idea that the debate on this bill would have extend- - 
ed tosuth an unreasonable‘length as ithad on Fris- 
day last, when the discussion was_ of so ‘stirring a 
nature; and the more was he surprised, as.this ider- 
tical bil- had passed at the extra session, wilh 
scarcely-any opposition, after the clause relating to 
the batiks of this Districtchad been six 


ken out. 
‘Least of all did he expect to hear the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky denounce the measure in 
the violent maiinet ke had. ‘The course pursued 
by him had rendered it raanifest who were the op- 
‘posers of this wretched system of currency, and who 
its-advocates: however doubtful it might have been. 
upon whom. the odium: of this shin-plaster system 
rested, that question Was now decided! Mr. Bu- 
chanan expressed himself not a litte astonished at 
the course pursved by the encmies of the bill, They 
had; it appéared, retired when the question -was 
‘taken: on ordering the bill to bè engrossed, and the 
‘result was a unanimous vote: “Why did not gen- 
tlemen remain to tecord their votes against the 
measure? He felt persuaded that if the question 
‘could be submitted to the people of this District, - 
the result would be a decision as unanimous as that 
of the. Senate. Mr. B. contended that the poorer 
classes were ihe greatest safferers from the circula- 
tion ‘of these, small notes. In many places he 
had heard and believed, there were large 
amounts of counterfeit notes of individual is- 


oe 


sue. in cirenlation, the united effect of which was 
tọ injure and embarrass, making the system the 


greatest curse to the poor. Mr. B. denied alto- 
gether the necessity of issuing these shin-plasters 
on account of the suspension of specie payments. 
Silver quarter dollars and. smaller change had 
never been exhausted by exportation ; that descrip- 
tion of. money had never, to any extent, been an 
article of trade; it was hoarded up in bags or old 
stockings, from whence it would never find its wa 
into circulation, unless forced out by dispensing 
with the use of those small pieces of irredeemable 
paper representatives. In some ofthe western coun 
ties of Pennsylvania, where he had been last sum- 
mer, in. which there were no banks, and bad been 
no issue of small notes, he foand specie change 
circulating as formerly; and he doubted not ir did 
generally in the interior, and there the miserable 
trash was unknown. Should the banks row re- 
sume, as he had hopes they speedily would, these 
_ paper rags would, fall dead in the hands of the 
holders ; and who then would be. the wreatest suf- 
ferers, the poor or the rich? The measnre 
| before them was one eminently calculated to be- 
nefit the people, by placing. among them a sound 
currency. The Jaw, in Mr. B’s opinion, was 
wise, just and politic. A large majority of the 
Senate had approved it at the, called session, when 
the time allowed was only thirty days, while now 
it was exiended io the 10th of April next. . He 
thought the amendment of the gentleman from 
Hlinois (Mr, Younc) was not necessa but he 
was willing itshould be adopted. 
My. CLAY denied the right of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan} to charge him with 


ry 
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Was it not presumed when a Senator le 
it was done for legitimate purposes? 
honorable gentleman himself never retired. for 
legiimate. purposes? - When, said Mr. ©. was 
L ever known to shrink trom meeting any 
man or any question? Mr. C. said he did not 
care much aboutthe bill; he did not knew but it 
might have been. hammered into something suita- 
ble for iis purposes, before ii was passed. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania (said Mr. C.) 
has made the great discovery that we and our 
friends are the great supporters of the paper system. 
Haye we not-called on the party in. power, over 
and. over again, to bring forward some proposition 


calculated to cure the diseased state of the currency, 


the hands of the President were tied by this House: 4} and how have we been met? Why with a little mis- 


erable bill‘of pains and penaltis against the poor 
people of this ter miles square. V.’ho were the chief 
actors in the fuin. which had overtaken the cur- 
rengi- Why the Senator from Penntylvania and 
his co-laborers had. prodúced the. fatal conse- 
quences, and vain and, fruitless wou!) be the at- 
tempt te escape from the effects of their blind’ and 
‘deluded measures: ` We have been told (said Mr. 


. ©.) there is plenty. of ‘specie: in Illinois and Mis- 


souri; yes, sit, and how did it get. there, but by the 
banefal operation* of that specie circular, which 
drew it from its legitimate: channel, and helped to 
work the very èvil of which -the gentleman are 
complaining?” Mr. C: said he had‘no-doubt if 
the alternative were presented to ihe poor of specie 
or these notes they would prefer specie; but this 
was notthe present alternative: it was these notes 
or nothing! et” ras f 

Mr. C. submitted to thé honorable Senator, 
whether hé believed it possible that the banks of 
this District could pay specie while paper was the 
universal medium every where else? Mr. C. 
thought it impossible. There was but one step to 
take to cure the ill: to establish a United States 
Baril, which, for forty years, had insured safety to 
the currency and equality to the exchanges. The 
Senator from Pennsylvania could not take that 


‘course. He had entrenched himself. behind the 


President, ‘behind the Senate, where a negative pro- 
position had.been forced through the body, telling 
the people that if there was 4 majority in favor of 
‘the measure, they should nothave it; and yet, (said 
Mr: C.) while we are deluged with Treasury notes, 
-we are asked to put dowh the most valuable of the 
two. i a 


Mr. C. appealed to the Vice Presipzn, whether, 
for the thirty years he had been conversant. with 
the pable business, business pertaining to the 
District had ever been taken from its legitimate 
sphere, the District af Columbia, to give it to the 
Committee on Finance? Such a course, he main- 
tained, was unexampled. Why was this business 
thrust upon Congress from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, at this early. period of the session? Why 
was it that this committee, supposed. to’ be pre-emi- 
nent for its wisdom, for its skill, for its knowledge 
on national topics, should descend. from high sta- 
tion to legislate for this miserable, disfranchised 
ten milestsquare?. Was such a course statesman- 
like? Mr. C.’said he was no more.a friend to the 
banks than the Senator from Pennsylvania ought 
to be, but he did not like this eternal denunciation 
against them: for measures which had been forced 
opon them by the actsof the Administration. 

The conventions, and resclutions coming from 
New Jersey and elsewhere, were refreshing evi- 
something would be done ere long, if 
arty did net stop in its wild career? Mr ©. 
J that it was not the resolution of Con- 
t brought abeut the resumption of specie 
yinents in 1816, but that it was produced by the 
Bank of the United States ; and the same happy 
result might again be realised, were it not for the 
unfortunate pledges of the. President, and the mani- 
festations of this and the oiher body that had cat 
us off for thé present from ‘ouronly resource. Mr. 
C. cared litte further for the bill, since ils most 
objectionable feature. had been modified ; but ne 
thought the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois was indispensable, or else the Serre- 
tary of the Treasury might be the very first. to be 
indicted under the law. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not. mean to charge the 
Senator from Keniacky with withdrawing for the 
purpose of avoiding the vaie; he was aware the 
gentleman never shrunk from respoasibility, tet it 
come. in whatshape it might. Mr. B. had come 
into the Senate on Friday after the bill had. been 
discussed, and saw such, a -beggarly account of 
empty boxes at the time the question was taken on 
its engrossment, and that, in conjunction with ine 
enemies of the bill wot voting againstit, gave roun 
fer such an inference: he was willing, however, 
to take the Senators own views, and particularly 
with regard to. himself. Mer. B: made some fur- 
taer yemarks in reply to Mr. Clay, and maintained 
that the resumption of 1816. was the result of the 
resolution of Congross, which forced the measure; 
many of those banks, however, never did resume, 


(tence that 
the 
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but fell through. Mr, B, was in favor of “having 


these institutions restrained, limited in. their opera- - 


tions, s0. as to make them a public blessing rafer 
than a curse. He wished them to guard in pros- 
perity. their discounts, so` that the. first touches of 
“adversity, would net compel ‘them ‘to. shut their 
vaults upén the people, and ineréase‘the public mi- 
sery, Mr, B. avowed himself not entirely a hard 
-money men—that is, he was notin favor of a 
purely metallic currency, but rather a mixed cúr- 
rency, which should “always be convertible at the 
will of the-holder..) |. ¢ Fene E a a se 
Mr. B. said the Senator from Kentucky had as- 
serted that, hope was beaming, and appeared to in- 
dulge the idea that the present crisis, like that of 
1816, was only to. be” [ 


panacea, a; United States- Bank. Were.he (Mr. 


B.) to ‘admit ‘that: institution had been useful in: 
regulating exchange, it might not be more than ` 
simple trath; but as. things at- present stood, ‘he - 
> than ñy to’ 


would rather “ we bear the ills we have, 
others which we knew not of” ’ Rather than havea 
great'tnstitution, with its‘ one hundred millions, 
spreading its branches every ‘where, concentrating 
“ts power-here and iù England, sapping liberty, and 
corrupting the elective franchise, he would be wil- 
ling to pay one, or even. two per cent. difference on 


our exchanges, abd think ourselves cheaply off: at” 


that.. The honorable Senator from Kentucky -had 
indulged. much sympathy. for the Secretary of the 
Treasury; ‘but. even if the amendment “proposed 
were not adopted; he (Mr. B.) thought the Senator, 
with his “ingenuity and ‘skill, could extricate the 
Secretary from the difficulty here indicated. Mr. 
B. knew the Senators kind feelings would induce 
him to act as counsel on: the occasion. Mr. B. 
concluded by observing that-if we proscribe the cir- 
culation of these small agtes by the passage of this 
bill, we should have sound change as a medium; 
instead of the'wretched and fiithy rags with which 
the country was now deluged. 


Mr. CLAY had no personal sympathy for the 


Secretary of the Treasury; for, said Mr, C. should 
that functionary ever get into difficulty through 
the ‘action of ‘this law, I would,.so help me God, 
be the last man tə help him out. I wonld never 


risk my reputation in so hazardous an adventure. | 


He had ‘made frequent allusion to the Finance 
Committee. The whole result’ of their labor in 
this matter had been like a mountain in labor, and 
had brought forth a mouse. He wondered the 
more at the result, as the honorable Senator, at the 
head of the committee; was proverbial for his abun- 
dant lore and love of research; that-he, whose lofty 
demeanor and- statesmanlike bearing, should come 
here and recommend this as a healing measure, 
was to him remarkable, The gentleman and his 
colleagues had, since the commencement, sirainéd 
every nerve, and had produced this six-penny bill 
to put down shin-plasters,, The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan) deserved in turn 
his thanks for his noble concession}. that he was no 
hard money man, but yet he expressed his fears of 
applying as a remedy for small money, and our 
present derangements, a United States Bank. Rather 
Jet him fear, for our present, our Sub-Treasury 
scheme, in the hands, of one man, the- President. 
Yes, the whole currency of the country subject to 
the arbitrary will of one individual. . He (Mr. C.) 
contended that the calamities of a war, in the most 
horrid extreme, were less‘to be feared than the con- 
tinnance of such a scheme. But his opposers need 
not fear; he should not shock their modesty by 
offering ‘any plan: for a national bank- while he 
continued with his hands tied. as they were at pre- 
sent. This movement must now come from them 
when they should see the misery and destruction of 
their own course. 

Mr. BUCHANAN could see no geod ground for 
tne honorable“Senator’s (Mr. Clay) allusions to the 
Committee.. He seemed particularly horrified at 
the idea of a-Sub-Treasury plan, and to this he 
would prefer even the misery and calamity of a 
wari its, worst features. The whole ground of 
his opposition seems to be the. fact that the Go- 
vernment can disbarse its claims without recourse 
to the bank. “He had likened the Committeedo a 
mountain and the bill to a mouse; yet he confessed 
ibis was unexpected, as from the gentleman’s well 


be “relieved by this sovereign | 


. matter. 
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‘known -courace and fenivalry, he would not have 
supyosed he wduid so long have fougat a. mouse 
er-Jarye. or smail Fie must alirioute “bi 
course to motives of piry:for the mouse. in question, 
nottrom fear: of any danger it might prodee, 

„Mr. PRENTISS expressed himself in favin’ of 
the ametdment.e0 e ay o u « 
Mr. NILES said that if he could’ be surprised 
at.any thing which might ooceur. here, he should 
have been at the extraordinary opposition which. 
this bill had encountered. He had himself no 
strong feeling onthe subject;.at the late session, 
after the seétions were stricken from the bill which 
related'to the banks-of the District, he cared little 
what became of -it, and took no further part in the 
But at that time, after those sections were 
stricken out, all opposition to the measure ap- 


i$ 


"peared. .to be given up, and it. passed without 


scarcely'a dissenting voice. Then there appear- 
ed to. be no one who was prepared toresist a measure 
having no other operation than to discountenance 
and drive out of circulation the small notes issued 
by any body and every body, and which all-ap- 
peared to regard.as a common nuisance. Bul, sir, 
“we now witness a. very different. state of things. 
This measure, which we are in one breath told isa 
picayune bill, too small and trifling a matter to be 
brought before the Senate, and the committee are 
severely reproached for reporting it: in the next, 


it is treated as a measure of the utmost importance; 


and it is assailed in the most vehement manner, 
and by bursts of indignant passion, fierce denunci- 


ation and violence, not surpassed since the memb- 


rable panic session.of 1834. $ 

Sir, whence proceeds this violent opposition to a 
measure declared to be of so little importance? 
Does it come from a solicitude and regard for the 
people of the District? Not so, for we hear nothing 


, from them; they, have not moved or taken any. in- 


terest’ in the matter. The bill having passed the 
Senate at the late session, they had reason to sup- 
pose that it would be intorduced again atthe regu- 
lar session, and have had ample time and oppor- 
tunity to oppose it. "Where. are the petitions, the 
remonstrances from the people of the District 
against it? Hehad heard of none: the gentleman 
have referred’ to none: there is then no opposition 
from the District. ; 

Sir, the opposition to this little picayune bill, 
comes from a higher source; it comes. from the 
same quarter, and from the same considerations, 
whence have proceeded the opposition to every other 
measure, whatever might be its object, in rela- 
tion to the currency: it comes from the advocates 
of a national bank; from-those who seem deter- 
mined that. the monetary affairs of ‘the country 
shall remain in confusion and disorder, until they 
can be regulated in their way, and by their favorite 
measure. Sir, we have, fortunately, a key which 
opens this whole matter; which removes all doubt, 
if any could otherwise exist. The country has 
been explicitly and frankly told, by the very organ 
of the bank and the bank party, that that measure 
is not te be carried by discussion; that the time for 
argument had gone past; that it was only by the 
sufferings of the people that they could ever be in- 
duced to give their sanction to a national bank. 
The currency is notto be restored; the panic and 


| distress, if possible, are to be prolonged, and the 
. disquietude in the public mind is to be continued. 


The people are to be made to feel the importance of 
a national bank; they are to be forced into that 
measure by their “sufferings.” Hence the oppo- 
sition to this bill, intended to improve the currency 
of the District. 

But the honorable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Clay,) says this is beginning at the wrong end; 
and he calls on the majority to come forward with 
their comprehensive measures, adapted to the con- 
dition of the country, and calenlated to restore the 
currency from the confusion and disorder into 
which it has been thrown by the Administration. 
But he (Mr. N.) believed it would be difficult for 
the committee to find the right end at which to com- 
mence their measures, or the right measures to in- 
troduce, so far asthe Senator was concerned, un- 
less they were prepared to recommend a National 
Bank. The gentleman calls on the committee for 
some general measure for relieving the disorders in 


‘devanevmen cere 


measures 
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“the currency of the whole country; but how does 


ezt Loe measures of that description which were 
ased, and some of them adopted,. at the ‘late 


We have į 


adopted for the relief of the country. But how are- 
the facts? Is. it not known to every body, that 
these. Treasury notes are ata premium as com- 
pared with bank notes, aud, in some parts of the 
Union, at. a considerable premium? ‘These hotes 
circulate through the country, and, in that respect, 
have an advantage over the best bank paper in the ~ 


‘country; and yet they are ‘denounced as worthless, 


worse than the miserable spurious currency: of. the 
District.. Is it not apparent that no other thair the 
Senator’s favorite currency will answer? Every 
thing else is worthless. ` a 

And what does the Senator say of another mea- 
sure, which received. the sanction uf the Senate at 
the’late session? . I refer to the bill providing for 
„the keeping and disbursement ‘of the. public reye- 
nues. In his remarks upon this bill, when on its 
second reading, he denounced that bill, no way 
connected with the subject under debate, as an 
“execrable measure.”” Mr. N. said he heard the 
remark.at the time with astonishment and with 
some emotion, and expected that it would have 
been replied to and repelled on the spot.: He had 
forborne to notice it, thinking that older, and’ more 
experienced members of the body would not suffer 
it to pass. But as it had not been noticed, he would 
now repel the opprobious denunciation, and throw 
it back from whence it came. `- Is it so, that-a mea~ 
sure which has received the sanction of, one co-or- 
dinate branch of this Government, and, after full 
debate, has passed one branch of the Legislature, 
is to be denounced as an “ execrable measure,” as 
an accursed measure—for that is the meaning of 
the language—is to be anathematized, and at- 
tempted to be held up to public. scorn? And on 
what ground does the honorable Senator thus cha- 
racterize this measure?. He did not condescend to 


‘inform us. Would he have the public believe that 


this measure violates the Constitution, or that it 
was a blow aimed at the liberties of the country? 
In all the anathemas which have been hurled 
against it, he had not heard it charged as a viola- 
tion of the Constitution. 

Is the measure denounced on the ground that it 
has been repudiated by public opinion? Sir, that 
remains -to be determined, the question is still 
pending; it is now before the great tribunal of 
public opinion, and the verdict of the people has 
not yet been rendered. The gentleman may sup- 
pose that public sentiment is against it;. but. others 
think very differently; the question has been but a 
few months before the country; there has hardly 
been time for it to be fully discussed and examined: 
for his own part, he was fully satisfied, that time 
and opportunity for a full examination of its me- 
rits were all that was wanted to command the 
approbation and approval of a. decided majority 
of the people of the United States. He sincerely 
believed that measure was destined, not only to be 
approved, but to become pre-eminently popular 
with the people of this country. 

But, said Mr, N. suppose the fact was so, that 
a majority of the people had disapproved . of this 
measure, would that justify its being denounced as 
execrable? Will the Senator rest his anathemas 
on that ground? He thought that would be a dan- 
gerous position for the Senator to take. He had 
himself been the author of too many. favorite 
schemes, projects, and hobbies, most of which had 
received their quietus from public opinion. Where 
is the Senator’s American system, which, for -a 


time, was the idol that received bis homage and 
that of his parity? Where are hiv high tariffs, ine 


ternal improvements? Where his land bill, and 


robation of pablié opinion, “| 
‘once? What other measure 
ver been: sé disti cily brought before the pub-. 
rectly formed, as that: of” a- 
“More than once has the question ..| 
ar ‘bank or no ‘bank. been before thé country, | 
` and decided by. the people.. But: areits advocates 
isfied?.” Far from i And if there ever was a 
questio upon: which. adverntitious circumstances ` 
. atid sinster influences were brought to operate, 
it. wass this g _ This’ Mee with © 

$ _ did not : 


d of: Ts it ane “took” the 
tall its. immense power and 
ear. on public. “opinion. - Whilst 
ts; money. free as water” to “hire 
rs, it applied th screws itself, and > 
. “Sufferings' the: people: < An‘ 
influencéé was thrown into its'scale from 
“the interest of its stockholders, customers, and debt- 
‘ors; with their thousand ramifications throughout 
the country. It appeared from ibe examination of 
the committee. of Congress, that no less than ninéty- 
four thousand dollars’ were expended ‘during. this 


‘bank wat for publishing the speeches of the hono- 


‘rable Senator atid his friends, andother matter de- 

“signed to sustain the'bank. "Yet with all this sinis- 

„tèr influence bearing on the question, the ‘integrity 

~ and patriotism of the. people ; prevailed, and the 
‘bank was condemned. : 

Sir, does’ it-become‘ those: who are now préssing 

> on: the. country. this -thrice ‘repudiated - measure, to. 

“denounce other financial measures, upon which the 

nation, has-tiot yet decided, as “execrable P% Sir, 

$ “the divoree bill, as itis sometimes called, is not the. 


; i a, tyrannical 
“and corrupt, whith gav he ‘President the entire: 
“-eontrol of the public] purse, and énabled. him to buy’ 
up the Staté banks, and use them for purposes of 
“eotraption and to control the elections? Then the 
“pet bank systemy which now- seems to be coming 
‘Into favor, was exeérable, abominable, corrupt, and, 
f comprised : all the evils of Pandora’s:box.. . 
And yet the: ‘Senator asks for our measures ` for « 
restoring the, eurrency. » “There is butone.. measure 
that will “answer. for him: all others; no matter 
: what they: are. ecrable? and that one measure’ 
‘is-to:be forced upon the country: 
isorders of, the currency, and by: the sufferings of 
“The indepehdent spirit the honest. 
ism pthe incorraptible integrity of the ‘people, ” 
humbled and subdued, and_allare to be 
ry. their: homage’ to the great Bank ` 
per money J uggernaut, which can boast - 


yictims; and. of more illustrious oe 
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SWIFT taninai his entire: -ihditierenee 
í “the “bill. -It would prove use- , 
“less: _ best, as Jaws to. the same effect 
had been’ ‘passed i ih other: quarters, ‘and were never 
„in one instance “observed. ` Thè people’ would in’ 
any instance consult: their own convenience as far 


as, possible in the matter of the. small change in| 


use as a currency. 


Mr.. WRIGHT bad no choir, , Personally, 


fing a single remark at th 
atled: upon to do so fromst 
which chad ae raade. tò Rir 


a niet. wih > 
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te ‘from. "plane. 
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|| members: of the’ committee were “absent. 
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} resolution of the Senate i inquiring of, that commit-, 
mittee the expédiency of a bill to the effect the one 
in question was calculated to produce. ©... 

<A bill of a ‘character: precisely similar, and in 
neatly. the.sime words, had passed the Senate the 
‘Jast session, and ‘as that proceeding had- expressed 
‘the: senséof-the:Senate on the subject, ihe had ex+ 

peeted nò:opposition at present, ~. 
= Fhe: Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had obs 
jected to-tefiorting the bill. when so many-of the 
Five of 
the members’ ‘were in ‘town at ‘the time, and why 
they were not present with the committee he could 
not tell; nor was:it his duty to inquire. When the 
bill was. reported Jast'session the great leader (Mr.: | 
Webster): of the interests the honorable Senator 
(Mr. Clay) so ably advocated, wasa member of 
the committee, and the provisions thereof met at 
the tinie his full concurrence. This distinguished 
member was now absent—why, he knew not. 

He ‘asked to be remembered in justice on 
‘{{ either “hand. If the committee in its present 
-staté could not- act -upon ‘b:lls of higher im- 
‘portance, nor on those of a nature to the one in 


| question, how were they to proceed in -performance 


‘of. their duty to the Senaté-or the nation? That it 


| deserved the epithet of a picayune bill, was not 


‘his.faults‘it was just what the-committee insttacted 
him io ‘report. “Of little note as, it might be con- 
sidered, it had. ‘proved itsejf. of sufficient impor-- 
tance to daw forth ‘the’ highest-indignation from 
sources most vitally important in his estimation. 
There was another point of view. . The commit- 
‘tee had, in the course of debate, been told they 
ought to. be ashamed of themselves for reporting 
such a bil: . Himself, a leading member of the 
“committee, had felt severely castigated by the’ re- 
mark, coming as it did from so distinguished a 
source; yet was he confident of exemption from 
censure by the Senate. He considered that the 
honorable Senator (Mr. Clay) had but ill estimated 


| his position, or the ground he had taken, in apply- 


ing censure to thé committee for the matier in 
‘which the bill’ had been reported. For himself he ; 
had a higher aim in view, which was the conscien= 
‘tious discharge of his duty yi 

Mr. CLAY denied having censured. the commit- 
tee for reporting the bill at the early day they, did, 
or when they were not all in Session. „He never 
doubted “or questioned ‘the: power of the ` com- 
Mittee- to- téport-at an- earlicr or later’ period. 
He hdd” merely inquired ifthe bill was- first. 
kų reported: by unanimous coifsent of the committee. 
_Nor would he - object-to the provisions ‘of ‘the 
“bill-as now amended, were it not from its motive 
calculated, or by the committee intended, to extend: 
its influence, beyond the confines of the District, 


by. prolonging the: | 
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His objection, was, and had. been, that it was a local 
measure brought ‘forward, tending to produce a 
general effect with regard tothe epithets: he had be- 
stowed. upon the bill: He contended ‘that ‘it was 
in accordance with- parlimentary usuaée, when a 
bill was ander discussion; to make use of any Jan- 
-guage best:expressive of the Speaker’s views. 
had said, and still contended, that the features of 
the.-bill: as first presented, were aboininables and 
it was to the ‘clauses- therein contained, which re~ 
ferred to the summary disposal of. offenders, and the | 
oaths prescribed, that he alluded when. he- remarked: 
“the committee ought to be ashamed for present- 
ig ‘them;” as- the bill was.ndw no longer the 
same, it no-longer called for his repre chension. He 
had hoped.as the Senator from New York (Mr. 
Wright) had suffered these reflections to rest for a 
week without notice, that he (Mr. C.) should have 
been spared this sia ne ey at so late an hour. 


tor (Mr. Clay) must ‘be mistaken, if he for a mo- 
mene supposed that he (Mr. W. ) complained of | 
Tapa a yet, possessing hbis- (dr, G's) 
conid never have 
lain Shen 

nal, : 
As regard 


vid preve so rencial. initsap pplication. 


i tug 
as td diven this fo eee money out tof the- 


-would give it his, hearty concurrence, 


He || forward as a- bject of. reprool, 
. (Mr. N.) had read a lecture: to‘ hin.’ 
‘said he ‘had already explained why he did not 
notice ‘the matter at the ‘time; he had waited 


‘for some more experienced and able 


“Mz. WRIGHT replied that the honorable Sena» | 


under- remarks | 
he least, {j 
general Shey 
Bus sug hy 4 


‘teres to any Senator, and, last o 
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Mr. CLAY ‘inquired if the Senator frora NewYork 


‘supposed. the: effect of the bill would be to produce 
specie payments throughout the country. I’ so, he 
It was 
inefficient, both-in’a loéal and general view; yel 


“he should’ be quite happy if it should prove potent 


enough to produce the effect just alluded to. But 


| as the bill was now ‘so far, stripped: of. its odious 
“features, and likely in its present fotm to be. so 


harmless in its. direct effect, he would, to gratify 


“his friend fron New York, ‘acquiesce in its final 


passage, and give it the support of his vote. 

Mr. PRESTON had no objection to the: bill, as 
amended, and should give it his support. 

` Mr. “NILES, said the Senator was greatly mista- 
ken if he supposed that he, Mr. N. had excepted to 
his remark, denouncing the measure referred to as 
execrable solely or mainly en account of its having 
‘been recommended by the President: it was more on 
account of its having received: the sanction of a 
majority of this body, after a very longsdebate, dis- 
‘tinguished by unusual ability. It was because 
the measure was still pending before the country, 
and had met the. approbation of a Jarge portion of 
the people, whether a majority or not no one could 
‘say, and had been approved almost unanimously 


: by one of the sovereign States of this Union. To 


denounce a measure as'execrable to which a ma- 
jority of the Senate have given their support, he 
considered as disrespectful and highly offensive to 
the body, or to the majority. The Senator thinks 
‘differently, and regards such language as Within the 


. proper license -of parlimentary debate, and he has 


again : repeated the same denunciation, Mr. N. 

said he should’ join no issue with the gentleman 
on that point; he raised no question of order; 
if it was aright of the Senator to denounce and 
execrate measures which he had supported, he could 
only say, that he should claim, and fearlessly Ex- 
arcise the right, which belonged to him, of repelling 
such denunciation, such unfounded imputations, 
with the contempt and indignation they deserved. 
He was for always balancing accounts on the spot. 
He should not dispute the gentleman” sright to deal 
out his anathemas, but he would say that such lan- 
guage was ‘unworthy of him, and unworthy of the 


‘place. 
, Itmight be more convenient to denowtnce measures, 


and to endeavor to fix upon them abad name, than 
to refute the argumentsby which they weré support- 
ed. Heshould prefer, however, to have the Senator 
attempt -to- answer the arguments of the friends of 
this reprobated measure ; “he should like to see him 
refute, if he can, the triumphant argument of his 
friend from ‘Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bachanan,) to 
say nothing of those from many other gentlemen. 
When he has done this, when he has “fairly met 
and overthrown the arguments of the friends of 
the measure, his denunciations might not appear 
quite so objectionable. The Senator. complains 
that this matter had been suffered to rest. three or 
four. days, and after this lapse of time, and after 
the Sabbath had intervened, it was. brought 
and that he 
Mr. N. 


member 
to do so; but as it had not been done, he had availe q 
himself ‘of the first opportunity. AS to the Sabbath 
having intervened, he regarded that as a fortunate 
circumstance, as: he presumed’ the gentleman had 
employed that holy day in sober, serious, if not 
religious, meditations; and he was happy to pr- 
ceive that there was evidence that suchi F 
the case. The sterm of Friday bhas n 
to-day; ‘the Senator appears. more calm ar 

posed, and with subdued emotions; for; which we 
are no ‘doubt indebted to his serions reflections 


4 during the Sabbath. 


“Bat (said Mr. N.) Fhave read ng lecture to the 
Senator. I never have, and never shail, read ke- 


Pall, to that 


an. There are two snflieie neren 


it, Che first, that it woaldjbe presumption for him 


j; tœ do its. and the second, he wag persuaded that it 
would be labor: entirely: lost. 


He should Heeture 
no.one, he. should~ reproach no one, and should 
endeavor to’ give no one occasion ‘to lecture hin, 


hould gö on-in his quiet, calm, “ 


essly, 10 discharge his duty to his constituents 

and to the country;. regard! ess of. denunciations, or 
reproaches, or hard words, or hard names, let them 
come from what quarter they might. < 


Sir, no.one bett er understands or; more dexter- 


ously” Practices, ‘the maxim, “that. names. are 
things, than that gentleman ; yin his long course 
of political warfare, he has found that names are 
cheaper than facts or arguments, and are a ready 


resource when. the latter may not. be at-hand. - 


Like thé honest and. humane quaker, who ab- 
horred taking life or shedding blood, he could 
not even kil hiş dog,. yet he could, ga’ into 
the street, and give him a bad name; he could 
cry “Mad dog!” And ‘the Senator, when he can- 
not successfully oppose measures by argument. and 


fair discussion, thinks he can destroy: them. by 


denunciations, exeerations, and.by giving thèm a 
bad name. 
had much experience in this way; the adroit use of 


names is a game they have long been playing. ` 


They have improved on the maxim 7 that names are 
things, as they ‘seem to. suppose that names will 
alter things, will change principles, will make right 
wrong, and wrong right, Yes; sir: it seems to be 
believed by these experienced tacticians, that the 
people can be hoodwinked and deceived by a skil- 
~ ful use of names discreetly applied;. that good men 
and good measures can, by fixing upon them a bad 
name, be rendered unpopular, odious, and execra- 
ble; and that bad measures—measures which have 
been. thrice repudiated by ‘the people—and, he 
would not say bad. men, but men.-who have lost 
the popular’ favor and forfeited the public con- 
fidence, could, simply bythe magic of a good 
name, & popular name, ‘regain the character they 


had lost, and become once more ‘the favorites of the” 


eople. 

Mr. CLAY had but ` a "Word to'say. He hoped’ 
his amiable friend from Connecticut (Mr. N.) 
would spare him a little—-would not crucify him 
outright—but when viewing his (Mr..C’s) motives, 
would put on different spectacles. He (Mr. N.) 
had had his eyes, too long, perhaps, turned eae 
a certain building he could name. Should the ho- 
norable Senator, instead, study a little more of par~ 
liamentary etiquette, he might find to what length 
epithet might be apptied to sentiment. 

Mr. NILES. The Senator alludes to the “White 
House,” and intimates that he (Mr. N.) was under 
some magic influence from that quarter; he could 
assure him he was entirely mistaken; the White 
House had. no special attractions and no terrors 
with him; he asked nothing, expected nothing, 
and feared nothing, from that quarter; he, how- 
ever, respected the. present occupant of the White 
House as a man, and had full confidence in his 
capacity, his sound discretion, lis integrity, 
and his enlightened and patriotic sentiments, 
as Chief Magistrate of this great Republic. He had 
-also more than respected—he had felt the highest 
admiration for—the illustrious and venerable man 
who had recently occupied that House, but he had 
neither asked or desired any thing from either. 1 
can say (said Mr. N.) this much “in relatiog to the 
White House. Can the Senator say as much? 
Has the White House no attractions for him? Has 
he never cast a longing eye toward it? Has it no 
cheney on his actions here? Sir, (said Mr. N.) 

I hope I shall be excused for referring to a fact 
communicated to me the other day by one of the 
city wags, which was, thata distinguished Senator, 
who had not visited the White House for. more 
than eight years, had recently been there; he re- 
garded the circumstance as highly important and 
very suspicious, but was well satisfied in his own 
mind that the object of the Senator was toexamine 
the premises, and to satisfy himself whether they 
would be likely to be in a.tenantable ‘condition 
about three years hence. 

The yeas and navs were then taken, at the sag- 
gestion of Mr. BUCHANAN, on the final passage 
of the bill, and resi ‘ted* as follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, Benton, Erawn, Bacha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, 


“amiable”, 
but “should endeavor. candidly, fairly and” 


The gentleman and his friends: have: 


“Nichola as, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
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Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of. Connecticut, 


- Smith of Indiana, Spence, Strange, Tipton, “Walker, 


JE Wall, White, Williams, “Wright and Youhg—37. 


NAY—Mr. Swift. 
The Senate then: went into Brecutive business, 


; and atthe conclusion « of which, 


“Adjourned, 


HOUSE, oF * REPRESENTATIVES, 
; Turspay, Dec. 26; 1837. 
After the reading of the journal,. 
Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to ae a state- 


ment in relation toa paragraph which had recently 
- appeared in a newspaper headed “Dissolution of 


the Union.”. Leave being granted, Mr.:C. read 
he paragraph alluded to, which stated, in sub- 

ance, that Mr. C; had invited the southern dele- 
uae among other objects, to. meet for the `pur- 
pose of considering a proposition for the dissolution 


-of the Union. 


Mr. C. then observed,.that. if he alone were in- 
terestedin the matter, he would not have called 
the attention of the House toa paragraph emana- 
ting from. an irresponsible letter-writer, but as 
other members, Messrs. Bouldin and Jobnson of 
Virvinia, as well as himself were involved in the 
charge, he deemed ithis duty tostate to the House, 
that on the occasion alluded to, no reference was 
made, either directly or indirectly to the dissolu- 
tion of the Union; it -being evident to all that the 
course adopted on.that occasion, was.calculated to 
allay excitement, 
of the Union, 

MEXICO. 

The first business in. arder was`on the reference 
of a memorial presented by Mr. Apams on Mon- 
day week, from the New York Peace Society, and 
other individuals friendly to the peace cause, pray- 
ing. Congress to accede to the proposition of the 
Mexican Congress. 


tather than to affect the stability’ 


[This proposition was couched in the following l 


}. terms, contained in a decree of that Congress, 


dated "May 20, 1837, viz: 

“The Government is hereby authorized to com- 
promise the claims which the Government. of the 
United States has instituted, or may hereafter insti- 
tute; and those in which they cannot agree, may 
he submitted to the decision of a friendly Power, 
the United States of America agreeing thereto.”] 

Mr. ADAMS had moved to refer the memorial 
to a select committee rwith instructions “ to read, 
consider, and report thereon.” 


Mr. HOWARD moved to refer it. to the Com- 


mittee on Forcign Affairs; which motion taking 
precedence, 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend it, by adding the 
same instructions to that committee. * 

Mr. A. now modified his amendment, by ómit- 
ting the instruction “ to read.” 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded to address the House 
at length in support of his. motion, and made some 
allusions to the conduct of the Committee of Ways 
and Means at the Jast session, in reporting a reso- 
lution adverse to 2 naling Lbank, without reading 
the memorials thereon. Fie was several tiraes ad- 
monishe d by the CHAIR for irrelevancy of argu- 
ment. he House gave Mr. A, leave to proceed, 
by a vete of 118 to 32. 

Mr. HOWARD replied to Mr. A. and arge 
upon the House not to require one of its commit- 
tees to report upon a subject which had not been 
officially communicated to it; for no such propo- 
sition had ever been made to the Government of 
the United States by Mexico. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said, after two or three 
hours had been already occupied in this verv grave 
discussion, for they had been two hours and a “half 
in determi: ning whether one committee or another 
should be instructed to report upon this question, 
and in its Introduction the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had done Mr. C. the honor to notice him 

specially, and he should say now, what mast be 
evident to all, that the gentleman from Massachn- 
setts was about to empicy this session as he did the 
last and the pr eceding ones, in bunting up materi- 
als for attacks upon the Speaker of the House, and 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means; a very 


‘and reported on by that committee. 


~Jaudable object, and « one wont of his high ambi- 


tion! - ; 
Mr. C. however felt it due to say to ‘the House, 


‘once for all, thatthe duty héowed to himSelf, -the 


regard he had for the dignity. of the House, and the 
respect he had for the exalted station ‘that gentle- 


‘man once. filled, would always: prevent him from 
‘imitating. his example j in violating decorum and the 
` yoles.of “order. 


He should regret io’ bè called..to, 
order, and to. be directed day afier day, by the 
Speaker ¢ and the members of the House, to-take his 
seat for transgressing the rules. ‘The. gehileman 
appeared as the: champion. of one of his. (Mr. A’s) 
colleagnés. Mr. C. congratulated-both the cham- 
pion and the but “he would: not _ designate: 
the gentleman. 

The gentleman from. Massachusetts had attack 


ed the Committee of Ways and Means for not 


reading the memorials presented at the late session. 
i or the establishment ofa National Bank., Here 

they are, said Mr. C. (holding them-in his hand.) 
Five and forty of them from every quarter .of this 
Union; forty-four of them beginning with the fol- 
lowing annunciation: “That. in the midst of pro- 
found peace, embarrassed by no great political 

struggles.” He took up a second and a third čom- 
mencing with the saree. Some of them are: im 
manuscript and some printed, coming. from every 
State and Territory, but all commencing with 
“that-in. the midst of profound peace, embarrassed. 
by no great political struggles.” They had been , 
printed twenty times over, by order of the House. 


| Every member of the committee had read ‘them a 


half dozen times over. š 

Now, sir, (continued Mr. C.) if these questions 
should ever come before us again, this novel, this 
fresh, this interesting subject, of the establishment 
of a Bank of the United States, I think I should 
propose in the committee that a sub-committee: be 
appointed fo read all these memorials seriatim; and 
I should, by way of assurance that the selected 
committee would do its duty, ask the House to 
appoint the Committee on Manufactures (of which 
Mr. Adams is chairman) to perform that task 
in. their leisure hours. Then, undoubtedly, all 
these forty-five memorials would be read upon. ihis 
novel, this fresh, this interesting question. But, if 


"the majority of that committee are so reprehensibie, 


if they merit the contempt and scorn of ‘this nation, 
if the gentleman from Massachusetts i isso horrified 
at their conduct, pray what -must the gentlemen 
think of the minority of that commiitee who did 
not ask for ‘the ‘reading of the very petitions they 
advocated, when the question was three times 
brought before the committee, What was the 
who were, before the meeting of Congress, so 
exceedingly anxious for a national bank, but who, 


| afer ail these professions, came there and pro- 


posed no such thing. The petitions were before 
the committee; they were bound te act upon them, 
and they reported against them. 

Mr. HAYNES said he should address himself 
very briefly to the attention cf the House, nor 
should he, whatever might ‘be his fel 
any of the irrelevant topigs w 
sea y cen drawn into this di 

y offer a very few observations in 
w hat had been said by his honorable 
Maryland, (Mr. Howard,) and his honorable friend 
and cclleague, (Mr. Dawson.) When the memo- 
rial under discussion was presente ed, he had very. 
strong doubts whether it ought to be referred either 
to a select or standing commitice of the House 


. Further refleetion has satisfied him that it should 


be referred to the Committee cf Foreign Affairs, 
The memo- 
rial alleges a fact whieh, so far as we have been 
informed by the chairman of the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs, has never been communicated to the 
American Government. That alleged fact has been 
spread before tho country, not only by the memo- 
rial itself, but by the remarks of the honorable gen- 
tileman who int troduced it, fee ee and he 


jic mind, that a eee of one alan ‘and 
peace had been tendered by Mexico to this coun- 
try, when no. such proposition had ever been com- 


; Am “But, (he 
said) he had decided objections. to the instructions 
proposed by. the honorable gentleman from Massa-. 
‘onsets, (Mr. Ad 


ae were 
Botan the 
abject, unless it had determined upon some 
partiealar ‘course. of Iogislation. 


to report particular provis Jons; but. it is altogether 
unusual fo. instruct tupon a mere mattei of reference 


. He ape not, 
ion "The honora~ 
b fe ae 


rs y withdrawing ih 
apon.: retaining so much as: ‘Fequires the ‘committee 
toreport. Since I have risen, a friend has turned 
my attention to the seventy-sixth rule, which pre- 
scribes: the duties’ of the. Committee: of Foreign 
Affairs. By. that rule, it. is made the duty of the 
. comittee to. consider and report their opinion 
upon all subjects’ touching ‘our foreign: relations, 
which:-may be referred to “them. Why, then, the 


necessity: of. this tautology, this work, of superero-. ; 


gation, of instructing that’ cormitiee to do what, by 
the law of this House, it is already their duty to "40? 
_ © After ‘some. further remarks: from Messrs. 
ce: DAWSON, and HOWARD; ‘ 


odile . 
‘he amendm at was then rejecte ayes af, 


sae ‘of our rotations with Mexico, as. 
Mr. HOWARD briefly replied; after which the 
question was taken on his. motion of reférence to- 


the Cornmuitfee.on Foreign Affairs; but there being 
no- quoram present,» ~ 

On’ motion of Mn. WILLIAMS of North ‘Care: 

o linas S ; 

The House adjourned à 


ne OIN SENATE, 
Wenittson; December: 27,. 1837. 
iv at petitions were presented by Messrs. PREN- 
NICHOLAS, 'TIPTON, and. “others, and 
: ekg! referred. 
EM CLAY of. “Alabama, the re- 


referta to “the Committee on. Indian 


, WRIGHT presented the menona of oc 
‘other offices ef- the Mississippi Land 
ferred: to the. ‘Commaitter: on Indian 


ee “New-York 
6 ariendment Of the Janis of the last'session, rë- 
Jative to ths appointment of pilots of that port: re- 
ferred to. the Commiitee.on Commerce. 

Mr. LYON presented the memorial of Vittore 
Musi of Milan, the legal representative of Joseph 
Musi, deceased, “for many years a naturalized -citi- 

gen of the United States, and resident of Pennsyl- 
Vania; also, the memorial of Jacob Rideway of. the 

* -eityof Philadelphia, a native eitizen of the “United 
< Blates,, stating that the memorialists.are the owners 


rg tracts of landi 
mrnonly called Carvers Grant, and they 


f the. existence and validity: of said: 
so thatthe rights of the memori- 
judiced by any action. of. the 


yojocted: fo the proposed i instructions, bec: nse | 
abit of instracting its cóminittes upor $ 


For. example, |) 
upon, the recommitment ofa Pul we has. been’ 


sopintiavionel of the, General Land 


for tie repeal 


in Wisconsin’ Territory, in | 


te to receive their memorials. asa- 


i 


aiy o or treaties now under considera- i: 


i. and sole right over their own: domestic: institutions 
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tract of the Indians: teferrcd’to the Committee -on 
“Indian Affairs, who have. the treaties s referred to 
under consideration. - < 


: -Yei y Meeting.of Friends- résident in-the eastern 


‘syivania; against’ the annexation, of ‘Pexas: read, 
laid on the-table; and-ordered to bë printed. , 

Mr. KING resented the niemorial of the Presi-. 
dent. and: Directors . of the Bank“of Washington, 
: praying an-extension of ‘their ‘charier: ardered to 
zbe printed, and ‘referred to the. Commi 
` District of Columbia... i 

“Mr, FULTON presented a > petition of We 
Hi Pulford, heirs of & Revolutionary offic 
+ lief; teferred to, Cornmittee on Claims. 

The: bill anthorizi ag the ‘Slates to tax lands 
“within their - ‘respective limits was then taken up 

cand discussed to a late hour—Mr. CLAY of Ken- 

«tueky opposing, and Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, 
NORVELL, ` WALKE R; ALLEN, BUCHA- 
NAN; and others, advocating i it. 

The vote on the éngrossment for a third reading 
“was taken by yeas ‘and nays ; when there appeared 
35 for, and 4 against it, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. ‘Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
koun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
-Grandy, Hubbard, ‘King, Linn, Lyon, Lumpki p, 
„McKean, Morris; Nicholas , Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 


and 


“of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, 
Tipton, Walker, White, Wiliams, Wri ght. 
„and Young—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay of 
Clayton, and Southard—4. 

On motion óf Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee‘on Public Lands 
_ingutire into the expediency of authorizing the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas to sell certain lands for the 
benefit of education. 

On motion. of Mr. BENTON, — 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he 
directed to inform the Senate, as nearly es the 
same can be ascertained, or estimate, what amount 
_ of specie has’ been received from the customs, and 
what from the land offices, since the saspenxion of 
specie payments in May ‘last, and what amount in 
specie has been paid since tha: time in payment of 
< debentures, ‘and ‘in payment of ; inde toniti¢s under 
treaties with foreign” powers, with detailed “state- 
iments ‘of such: payments, and the correspondence 
in relation to such payinents. Also, that he inform 
Hee Senate of the aggregate. amount- ‘of specie which 

has been paid out’ for all purposes since the said 
“stoppage of specie payments in May last, and spe- 
cifying the general objects for which the payments 
have been made. 

On motion of Mr. HUBE ARD; 

Resowed, That the Committée on the Judiciary 


Kentucky, 


of the Distriet Judge of New Hampshir e: 

+ On motion of My. TIPTON, 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia inquite. into the expediency of making 
provision, at the expense of Government, for the 
L education ofthe deaf, dumb ae blind i inm thé. Dis- 


On motion of Mr. KING, = 

Resolved, “That the Commit cé On, “Roads and 
“Canals inquire into the. expediency ef authorizing 
the Wetumpka Railroa ad Company to rün their road 
through the public lands.’ 

Mr. CALHOUN then. submitted the following 
| esòtutions. ~; 
1 Resolved, That in: the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, the States oe the same acted, 
severally, as free, independent, and sovereign 
States; and that each, for itself; by its own, volun- 
tary assent, entered the Unicn with the view to. its 
increased security against all dangers, domestic as 
well as foreign, and “the more. perfect and secure 


L eD 


ymentofi is advantages, | natural, political, and 
lL 


' Resolved, “Fhat in delegatiog à portion of their 
powers to be exercised by the: Federal, Govern- 


ment, the States retained, severally, the- exclusive 


and police, 4 and: are alone TOPe for them, ‘and 


D; ‘Tor the Purchase- -of some portion or all of said “| 
Mr.: MORRIS presented. the enoia. of the” 


of Ohio, and the western ‘section-of Penn- 


ttee on! the | 


-, forre- ` 


“Prentiss, ‘Rives, Robinson, "Rugales, $ Sevier, Smi th’ 


inquire into the expediency of increasing the salary - 


= 
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that any intermeddling of any one‘or more States, 
or a combination of their citizens, with the domes- 
tic institutions and- police of the others, on any 
ground, or under any pretext whatever, "political, 
moral, or religious, ‘with the view to their altera- 
tion, or- subversion, i is an assumption. of superiority 


not Warranted by the Constitution; insulting to the 
“States interfered with, 


tending: to, endanger their 
domestic peace and tranquillity, subversive of the 
objects: for. which: the Constitution. was ‘formed, 


| and, hy necessary consequence,’ tending to: weaken 


and. destroy the Union itself, 
Resolved, That this Government was’ instituted 
and adopted by the several Staies of this Union as 


‘a common agent, in order to carry into effect the 


powers: which. they “Bad delegated ‘by the Constitu- 
tion for their mutual security and prosperity; and 


| that, in fulfilment of this high and sacred trust, this 


Government is bound so to exercise its powers as 
to give, as far as may be practicable, increased sta- 
bility and security to the domestic institutions of the 
States that compose the Union; and that it is the 
solemn duty of the Government to resist ail at- 
tempts by one portion of the Union touse it as an 
instrument to attack the domestic institutions of 
another, or to weaken or destroy such institutions,, 
instead of strengthening and upholding them, as it 
is in duty bound to do. 

Resolved, That domestic slavery, as it exists in 
the Southern and Western States of this Union, 


| composes an important part of theirdomestic insti- 


tutions, inherited froin their ancestors, and existing 


at the adoption of the Constitution, by which it is 


-recognised as constituting an essential element in 
the distribution of its powers among the States; and 
that no change of opinion, or ‘feeling, ; on the part 
of the other States of the Union in “Telation to it, 
can justify them or their citizens in open and sys- 
tematic attacks thereon, with the view to its over- 
throw; and that all such attacks are in manifest 
violation of the mutual and solemn pledge to pro- 
pa and defend each other, given by the States, 

respectively, on entering into. the Constitutional 
compact, which formed the Union, and as such is a 
manifest breach of faith, and a violation of the 
most solemn obligations, moral and religious. 

“Resolved, That “he intermeddling of any State or 
States,.or their citizens, to abolish slavery in this 
District, or any of the Territories, on the ground, 
ot under the pretext, ‘that “it “is immoral or sinful; 
or the passage of any act or measare of Congress, 
with that view, would be a direct and. dangerous 
attack on the institutions of all th xe slaveholding 
States. 

Resolved, That the union of these States rests on 
an equality of rights and advantages among its 
members; and that whatever destroys that equ ality, 
tends to destroy:the Union itself; and that it is the 
solemn duty of. all, and more especially of. this 
body, which represents the States in their corporate 


: capacity, to resist all attempts to discriminate be- 


tween the States in extending the benefits of the 
Government to the.several portions of the Union; 
and that to refuse.to extend to the Southern and 
Western States any advantage which would tend 
t6 strengthen, or render them more secure, or in- 


crease their limits er population by the annexation 


of new territory or States, onthe assumption or un- 
der the pretext that the institution of slavery asit 
exists among them, is immoral or sinful, or other- 
wise obnoxiuns, would be contrary to that equality 
of rights and- advaulages which the Consutation 
was intended to secure alike to all the members of 
the Union, and would, in effect, disfranc! 
slaveholding States, withholding irom the 
vantages, while it subjected them to thet 
the Government. . 
Mr. PRESTON remarked that his feeling 
gard to the subject of the resolutions w 
anison with those of his colleague, (Mr. 
but from tHe simple reading, he could büt gather 
the sentiments they contamed in an-absivact form, 
Yet he would suggest the propriety of sore de'a 
in the action of the Senate thereon; i ol 
tions from ‘the State of Vermont, shortly to be of- 
fered by the Senator from that State, might bring 
the subject forwardin a moré applicable form, and 
anticipate the spirit andsentiments of the resolu- 
tions just offered. a kad been some. years since 
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remarked: on the floor of the Senate, that the time’ 


-had gone by when legislations, by means of resolu- 
tions, would be sufficient to meet the wishes -of the 
country On a.stibject’ so vitally important. “He 
_ Was still of the same opinion. | The setlement of 

‘mere abstractions of principles will never’ answer 


the desired end. These remarkshe had made sim- - 

ply to remind the Senate'that it had been his inten- 

tion, and was so still, to bring the matter forward ` 
-in some more forcible and effective form at a fa- 


ture day. 


Mr. CALHOUN, feinatied that this was a brief | 


and direct mode of reaching the’ subject. “He did 
not feel disposed to await any action on the. Ver- 
mont resolutions.. He was prepared ‘to act now; 
and as the resolutions - just offered. contained the 
‘whole gist of the matter at issue, he saw no neces- 
sity for further delay. He hoped there would be 
no opposition to the motion to print, as then, each 
member would be. enabled the more readily, to de- 
termine in his mind what course. was proper to’ 


pursue, Jet the: subject come in ‘whatever nape it 


might. 
The motion to print. was then agreed to. 
And the: Senate then adjourned. 


“HOUSE OF, REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, Dee. 27,1837. : 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message of the President of the United 
States: © 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representa- 
tives a report from the Secretary of State, in an- 
swer to their resolution of the 9th of. October: last. 

M.. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineron, Dec. 26, 1837. : 

[The resolution referred. tò was in relation to 
any settlements on the Columbia river.] . 

The Message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. CRAIG, laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER. also laid: before the House. a . 


communication from the Secretary: of War, trans- 
mitting the examinations made by the Department 
of War on the claims of the State of Massachu- 
setts, for military services and expenditures during 
the late war with Great Britain; which, on motion 
of Mr. GRENNELL, was laid on the table. 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER said he had had placed in his 
hands a communication from Messrs. S. S. Prentiss 
and T. J. Wood, claiming seats as Representatives 
from the State of Mississippi on the floor of the 
House. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for ; 


the reading of the papers. 

They consisted of a letter from. the two gentle- 
men, and the certificate of Governor Lynch of their 
return, ete; and having been read, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved their reference ‘to 
the Committee of Elections, and ihat they be 
printed. 

Mr. BELL understood the application of the two 
gentlemen was, to be admitted to their qualification 
and sworn, and he supposed the Chair, or rather 
the House, would have to decideupon this applica- 
tion. The gentleman from New York had stated 
no grounds upon which he moved the reference, 
and Mr. B, had considerable difficulties about what 
eourse should be adopted. In the case of Arkan- 
sas, he believed the gentleman from that State had 
been admitted and was sworn by the Speaker, on 
motion of a gentleman. He begged leave to in- 
quire of that honorable. member whether he had 
resigned his seat? 

Mr. YELL replied that he had not. - 

Mr. BELL resumed, that if he had not been 
misinformed, in relation to the questions contested 
at the last session, the case of the gentleman from 
Arkansas was precisely the same as that of the 
gentleman from Mississippi. Upon what principle 
the gentleman from Arkansas was qualified a se- 
gond time, he could not say. If he were already 
a member, the cath could not be administered to 
him a second time.’ He made these remarks, in 
order that the Fouse might act consistentir, though 
he admitted the case was one of some difficulty. 
It would, perhaps, be better to refer itto the House, 
who might take an order on it, for it was without 


‘precedent 


genilemen claiming the same ` seats, 
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tee of Elections, on the ground that there weré other 
that would 
offer. ‘a. reason; bul really the’ case of Arkansas 


‘seemed to. have been regarded by the,Chair, and by 
, the House, too; in making no. objection, as if there 
The journals would show, ` 


had been: a vacancy.» 
in the absence, certainly, of a word to the contrary, 
that it was taken. for granted. by the House that 
there was a: vacancy in that cáse, and the gentle- 

man from Arkansas had presented the evidence of 


“his new clection, had qualified, and had been ad- 
mitted by the Chair to qualify as a member elect. 


Mr: B. had -stated ‘these circumstances that the 


‘House might come to some decision that might 


maintain their conformity and consistency. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG had not thought it neces- 


sary to state his reasons for the motion of refer- 


ence, because he felt satisfied thë members on all 
sides would see the necessity of adopting the usual 
course. It was a question always heretofore re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. YELL said it was perhaps due to all the 
gentlemen that he should say something in reply 
to the gentleman from Tennessee, in drawing a 
parallel between the case of Arkansas and Mis- 
sissippi. It was true: that Mr. Y. was sworn in 
at the present session; but he nevertheless con- 
sidered his case different from that of Mississippi: 
Although he had been elected by the people.at the 
called session, it was on the distinct understaviding, 
in Arkansas,’ that it was for the. called session 
only. | His friends, it was true, thought otherwise, 
and that he was entitled to his seat for the 
whole Congress; but: that no excuse should be made, 


that no censure ‘should be cast upon him, no ques- 


tion should be raised in reference to his election, 
he determined to waive all the right, and told the 


‘people if he should not be elected again he would 


resign his seat. Now, having submitted his claim 
to the people a second time, he should have been 


‘derelict in his duty and professions to them if he 


had claimed -his seat under the first election, 
and not have qualified over again. He 
had, therefore, thought it due to the people 
of Arkansas and to himself, even if he had been 
legally aud constitutionally elected the first time, to 
claim his seat under the ensuing election. More- 
over, he thought itno harm to be sworn over again; 
for he believed if the House ‘was sworn once a 
month it would do no harm; for ifthe House should 
have contended that he was not elected for two 


years, then he would have been sitting there with- 
_ont having been sworn at all. 


Mr. BELL said that he did not mean to impugn 
the genlieman. 

Mr. YELL did not.so understand the gentleman. 
Mr.. Y. was cnly explaming his course. Now, if 


Fhe understood the question, these gentlemen, the 


sitting members, bad not submitted the question to 
the people of Mississippi. ' He. had done so; and 
that ne his anentirely different case. 

Mr. GRAVES suggested to the gentleman whe- 
ther es weuld not be as well to adopt the usunal 
course, viz: to admit the gentlemen claiming to seats 
on wine ficor, in order to hear what was said, and to 
to address the House, if they chose, on 
The question might then be fairly 
ae on its merits, 

Mr. YELL had not risen to argue the question, 
or even.to poiñt ont any particular course he might 
deem necessary. As to thegentieman’s suggestion, he 
himself had no objection to their having places on 
the foor, but he should object to their being sworn 
until a commitiee of the House had reported, or 
some action had been had on the question. His 
own opinion was that it ought to be referred to the 
Commitiee of Elections. 

Mr. GRAVES had reference only to what had 
been the invariable practice heretofore. It had al- 
ways been usual, į in matters of this sort, that per- 
sons contending for seats there, had places assigned 
ihem on the floor, with leave to say whatever 

might be necessary in their own case. He there- 


! f. re made a motion ‘o that effeet. 


Mr. RAYNES said, neither did he himself, nor, 
he supposed, did any other member of the Honse, 
object to giving these gentlemen seats on the floor, 


I€ the. gentleman from New York had 
made his motion to refer the subject to the Commit- 


-of the House in all similar cases. 


for the} purpose of hearing what w cy ‘said, and ‘of 
participating in the debates that might grow-out‘of” 


“the question which their: allesed: return as mein- 
_ bers of that House might bring up.  Ithad always 


been usual to extend that courtesy to persons claim~ 


-ing seats thefe. But; he believed, “that if the’ Jour- 


nals `of the: House, touching ` ahy and “every con- 
tested. election, from the establishment of the present 
Government down to the ‘present time, should be 


„examined, it would be found that in no instance 


had such courtesy been’ extended’ to: claimants for. 
seats until after-the reference to,and.a report from, 
the ‘Cominittee ‘on Elections. He therefore consi- 
dered the gentleman’s (Mr. Graves) - resolution as 
entirely premature. It would be reversing what 
Mr. H. believed to have been the uniform practice 
Surely, they 
must all recollect the course pursued by the House, 


.two years ago, on the contested ‘election from 
North Carolina. 


The claimant, in that instance, 
did not come within the hall, ur participate in the 
discussions of the House, until after the report of - 
the Cominittee of Elections was brought in. Why, 
what an interminable discussion might grow out of 
the adoption of the gentleman’s motion. They 
would have nothing to act upon, nor could have, 
until the subject had been first referred to. the 
proper. organized committee of the House, and 
that committee had brought in its report-apon it. + 
2 A single word or two to the’ gentleman. from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Belly: Mr. H. could not, for the 
life of him; help being struck with the analogy the 
gentleman ‘maintained to exist between the present’ 
case and that of the member from Arkansas. It 
forcibly reminded Mr. H. of the analogy between 
the course proposed by the gentleman, and that of 
the case of- individuals, who had been already tried 
and acquitted, being called: up again: to receive 
judgment; because others had suffered judgment to 
go by default. 
Mr. POPE was in favor of the. proposition of 
the gentleman from New York, as a general prin- 
ciple, but not in the present instance; on the con- 


_ trary, he was utterly opposed to’ the commitment 


of this subject to the Committee of Elections, be- 
cause they had, ‘at the late session, given, at least 
a majority of the members composing the com- 
mittee, a decision in favor of the sitting members. 
They had a Iready prejudged the case. “Moreover, 
this was not an ordinary case of a contested elec- 
tion, for there was no contestat all. It was a case- 


‘sui generis, perhaps, without precedent, and could 


be decided without commitment. He would there- 
fore make a proposition which should at once bring 
the whole question before House. It was in sub- 
stance as follows: . ou 

- Resolved, That Mr. Prentiss and Mr. Word be 
qualified to take their seats as members of this 
House for the present Congress, and that the reso- 
lution. of the last session, in favor of Mr. Ciar 
BORNE and Mr. Grotson, be rescinded. 

He asked, why commit this subject to a standing 
committee? Surely the constitutional. and. legal 
question eould be met ct once, and the House was 
fully competent to: decide it. If, however, it was 
considered necessary to refer it to a committee at 
all, it ought to be referred to a select committee, 
and that committee ought to be composed of mem- 
bers favorable to the gentlemen claiming the seats ; 
for he was at a loss to conceive with what pro- 
priety the House could send it to a committee, who 
had already declared those gentlemen were. not 
entitled. 


Mr. P. was understood to say that he had never 
heard of the Mississippi and Arkansas cases till 
some short thne before he came on at the called 
session. A friend had then asked his opinion 
about the proclamation of the Governors of Missis- 
sippi and Arkansas; and Mr. P. had told him ‘that 
he did not believe these Governors had anf right 
to issue for a special election. When, how- 
ever, Mr. P. came to Washingten, and took his 
seat, and an honorable gentleman, from Virginia 
€ Mr. Mercer) objected to Messrs. “Claiborne and 
Ghoison taking their seats, he (Mr. Pope) dec! lined 
supporting the objection, on the ground, that if 
those gentlemen had not been admitted, ‘the State 
of Mississippi would not have been represaited 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


57 


as to read thus: 


Resolved, That. S.S. Prentiss, and T. J. Word, | 


who claim: their. seats as members from the State 
of Mississippi; be admitted to seats on the floor of 


this hall, and, if they choose, have. leave to parti-. 


cipate in any, debates that may grow out of it. 


Mr. G..explained ` that: his motion had no, refer- | 


ence to, nor: was: intended to interfere with, Mr. 
CAMBRELENG?S. motion. Mr. G’s was) a prè- 
liminary motion, ; : 


Mr. HAMER had but a few words to’ say on 
this subject at present: ‘The gentlemen, who had 
presented: their memorials, had not. been introduced 
i é floor and sworh:as members, according 


gentleman from. Tennessee.. There were already 
“two members. there from the State of Mississippi, 
ocenpying their seats in accordance with the deci- 
sion of the House, and it would, indeed, be a 
strange anomaly to admit two more members, a 
double delegation, to take seats also. ‘The latter 
could not. possibly, at this stage, be admitted and: 
qualified by the Speaker. T 

Mr. H. was also. opposed to the proposition of 
the first gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,) 


because:he believed it to be both unusual and im-` 
proper to admit those gentlemen on the floor until . 


of the House. fi n a 

What was the question then before them? It was 
the question, and that alone, what should be done 
with the memorial- presented by the ‘gentlemen 


a. report om the subject: was made by a committee 


claiming. to be entitled to seals occupied by others. 


And that was a question: to, be. determined -by: the 
House first, ‘without hearing’ any argument that 
might be made for the ‘object ‘of the. memorial. 
Why, they might reject it, ornot receive it, or layit, 
or the motion toreceive it, on thetable. They might 
serve it as they did the abolition memorials. Those 
gentlemen stood in the same predicament precisely 
as all other memorialists did—snbject to the preli- 
: minary disposition of the memorial itself. Other- 
memorialists. were not ‘allowed ‘to come in upon 
the: floor, and partake in. debate on their me- 


morials ; and why should: they? ` Té should, there- 


fore, vote against that proposition. eee 
‘Mr, H. was iù favor-of referring this matter to 

the Committee of Elections, because he wanted to 

seed written argument, if these gentlemen chose 


to, present ove in support of their claim, and have., 


it printed and Jaid. upon the tables of the members. 
He wished-also to see the constitution of Mississippi, 
or such parts ofitas ‘bore upon the case, printed. 
He desired. also. to see all the laws in relation 
to it printedand Jaid on their tables, together 
- with every other document that could illustrate the 
vease.: This was the.aniform ptactice of the House, 
and this was-his-reason for referring the subject toa 
committee... Let all-these matters be reported upon, 
and laid upon the tables ofthe members, and time 
be given to consider’ them, and. then, with great 
pleasure, he would votë to hear these gentlemen 
address the, House in support of their claims. — 
"One of the gentlemen from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Pope,) had remarked that the “subjeet. should not 
be. sent to the Committee of Elections, because 
they had once made a decision in the ease. . Now 
“Mr. H. took two exceptions {to this argument: 
first; he -denied that they. had. decided this 
cease, for this claim had never been -before them. 


It. was-true, they decided that the- gentlemen. 


s who “now. occupy the scats. were then- en- 
titled .to them; but it might be that, upònwa re- 
view of this case, upon an examination of. all that 
“might now. he presented, they. might decide the 

- other way. There was, too, even then, a strong 
minority in the committee, who were ofa different 


. claimants. 


he-understood to be, the intimation of the’ 


|- -opinion, and they presented the other side of the | 


question. 


Secondly: if it be a reason that this subject . 


should, not be referred, as a preliminary. step, to a 
committee, because a; majority. of the committee 


had. once made-a decision, surely it was equally a 


Yeason why the House itself was incompetent to de- 
cide it, because a majority of that. House had once 


H: .decided.in favor of the sitting members. ‘The one 
--was as applicable as the other; and then it might as 
well. be asked, why present the-memorial at all? If 


; the committee were incompetent, so was the House. 


|e : The gentleman furthermore informs us that the 


claims of these gentlemen for their seats must be 
gent, or ought to be sent, if sent at all, to a com- 
mittee’ composed of members favorable to the 
Why, how was the Chair, or how was 
the House to: ascertain that faci? Could. either 
know the opinions of individual members? Why, 
even supposing the sitting members were to vacate 
their seats, who could at once say that the claim- 


,.ants ‘had brought papers, certificates, and docu- - 


ments, to prove. they were entitled to them? 
Could it be said that the House wouid, even in 
that case, take upon itself to decide without a re- 


- ference to the committee having charge of the sub-. 


ject? 
. In conclusion, in.every view which Mr. H. was 
able to take of this case, he was- for sending the 


them take the usual course of -all similar papers, 


and then.duly examined. 


Mr. GRAVES had expressed no opinion, either 
in favor or against the claimants, nor even an 
opinion as to the propriety of reference. The latter 
was a point not ‘necessary to be decided, or even 
discussed at that stage, in order to decide upon his 
proposition. The discussion of that question, how- 
ever, only rendered the adoption of his resolution 
the more requisite as a preliminary step; for he 
held it to be proper that the claimants should be 
heard on the motion of reference if they wished it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, in reply to the member 
from Ohio, Mr. HAMER, contended that the gen- 
tlemen now claiming their seats were not placed in 


the same situation as ather memoralists, who never 


vhad their memorials referred to the judges, who 
had voted against them. In his opinion, as a simple 
matter of justice, the claimants had a right to seats 
on the floor, in order to meet and answer any argu- 
ments in the House against.thém, and coming from 


| an interested source, and to trace them to their 


foundation. The subject was one of paramount 
importance, affecting the representation of the na- 
tion; and therefore it was imperative on the House 


` to give every opportunity. of investigating the 


charges beforé it, and of probing the matter to 
the bottom. ‘Fhe member from Ohio had referred 
to ‘the decision of the. Committee of Elections 
at the. late special session; but he would ask 
him on what. did that committee decide? They 
had reported on the warrant of the Govern- 


: or, whieh called upon the people. of. the State 


of Mississippi to vote for the election of represent- 
atives to serve until the period arrived for the re- 
gular-annual elections. Yet, in the face of thatand 
other facts, they had made a report which declared 
that Messrs Claiborne and Gholson, representa- 
tives from the State of Mississippi, had been duly 
elected to serve for’ the whole of the twenty-&fth 
Congress. -. He was therefore averse to the refe- 
rence of the subject again to that committee, as it 
would place. them in an unpleasant position, and 
compel them either to fortify their former decision, 
orto revoke it entirely. Hie considered thata re- 
ference to any other committee would answer the 
purpose equally as well, as all they had to‘do was 
simply to ascertain the facts. But to refer the sub- 
ject a second time to. the: Committee of Elections 
would be of no utility; as they had already exa- 
mined the facts, and reported thereon. . 

Mr. W. THOMPSON thought that, as a matter 
of abstract right, the gentlemen from Mississippi 
ought to be admitted onthe floor. He did not 
know whether those gentlenien.desited a reference 
‘of the subject, or not; but he would like.to hear 


: them, and would have liked to have heard them at 
, the last session, before he gave his vote on the sub- 


% 


papers: to the Committee of Elections, and let 


viz: be printed, laid on the tables of the members, 


ject.. But stil he was in favor of a reference of 
the matter to a committee. ; ; 

Mr. CLAIBORNE said that, so far as-he was 
personally cencerned, so faras his wishes on this 
subject could influence the action of his friends, he | 


. hoped that all opposition to the resolution. of. the 


gentleman. from Kentucky (Mr. Graves) would be 
withdrawn. When the question was in abeyance 
at thé extra session, relative to the right of his 
colleagne and himself to their seats, ‘although 
we did not participate in the debate here, 
we appeared before the Committee of- Elec- 
tions, and submitted an argument in support 
ofour claims. The gentlemen from Mississippi 


’ (Messrs. Prentiss and Word) appear here with 


their certificates of election, and ask to be heard. 
T hope that they will be: I wish them to have an 
opportunity of submitting any statement of fact, 
any argument, any appeal, they may think proper. 
If the proposition was to qualify these gentlemen I 
should object decidedly; tor I could never so far 
surrender my rights here. Sir, what are the facts? 
My colleague and myself were elected in July last; 
we claimed our seats; an honorable member 
from, Virginia objected; the objection was over- 
ruled; and after the usual process of investigation, 
this. House. decided that we were members 
forthe entire twenty-fifth Congress; we did not 
submit.our names again as candidates; we consi- 
dered the question. as adjudicated, finally decided; 
that there‘could be no appeal, andso thought our 
political friends in Mississippi. A majority of them 
refased to attend. the polls. But, sir, the genllemen 
at the bar think otherwise; their political friends 
think otherwise; they were voted for; they conduct- 
ed the canvass with great fairness and liberality; 
and I should do injustice to my own feelings to op- 
pose any wish they may entertain. to appear, at this 
stage of the proceeding, before the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR thought there could not.be the 
slightest objection to the gentlemen from Missis- 
sippi occupying seats in the House, as a matter of 
courtesy, until the case should have been finally 
decided; but he could not agree to their being 
allowed to take their seats, with a view of discus- 
sing the merits of the question before the House, 

Mr. REED thought it was nothing more than fair 
to:presume. that the people of Mississippi had in 
fact elected: four representatives... At the late spe- 
cial session, it was true that the House had declared 
the two present members'as elected ‘for the whole 
Congress; but was not the voice of the people to be 
regarded? ‘The people of Mississippi had pow sent 
two representatives, and Meir voice ought to be re- 
garded. Tie thought the claimants, under those 
circumstances, were entitled to take their seats, in 
order to discuss the question. They were sent by 
the people, and they had a rightto be heard. They 
came with their certificates from the people; and 
whether they -had been legally elected or not, the 
people of Mississippi thought so. He applauded 
the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi, 


_ (Mr. Claiborne,) one of the present members; for 
even he had expressed bis respect for the opinions 


of the people. He (Mr..R.) saw no reason why 
the gentlemen’ should not be permitted to. take their 
seats. -. 5 i ; 

Mr. BOON. agreed with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that the voice of the people of 
Mississippi ought to be respected. Bat he would 
ask that gentleman, if their voice had not been 
already heard? He would ask, if it had not been 
heard during the recent. session, when the present 
subject was fully discussed and deliberated upon 
by the Hous2? .The fact was, the people of Mis- 
sissippi could have buttwo representatives, and 
those two, men the present members who had 
been previously elected, and whose election had 
been confirmed by the House for the whole Con- 
gress; and how, he would ask, could two more be 
admitted, without the expulsion of those gentlemen. 

Mr. BELL regretted to see that, from a mere pre- 
liminary question of reference, the discussion had 
branched out into. the merits. of the subject. But 
only one side of the question had been stated. Un- 
der those circumstances, he thought it his duty to 
give the opposite side of the questions. That oppo- 


_ Site side was, that there had been no decision of the 


House where the people of Mississippi had - been 
heard. ‘They had not been heard on the question 
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neither by agents nor counsel; nor by any one to 
represent them. On one side the proceedings were 
wholly ex parte. In no proper and just sense had 
the case been adjudicated. It was denied that the 
people of Mississippi had been heard in the decision 
of the House. Here was the issue. It was also 
denied thatthe decision was made in accordance 
with the Constitution and the laws of the land. 

He (Mr. B.) was in favor of the gentlemen be- 
ing permitted to take’ their seats on the floor; and 
he believed such å privilege had never been denied 
on any occasion. From the nature of the present 
case, it appeared to him that there was no necessi- 
ty that the subject should be referred to a commit- 
tee at all; but if it appeared that the majority of the 
House was in favor of such -a reference, he would 
not be tenacious about it. 

Mr. FOSTER referred to the decision of the 
House at the last session. Two questions had 
then arisen: first, whether Messrs. Claibotne and 
Gholson had been legally elected; and, secondly, 
whether they had been elected for the whole 
twenty-fifth Congress. Both those questions had 
been adjudicated and decided by the House, after 
a full and deliberate discussion. It had just been 
said that the proceedings on that occasion were ex 
parie Such was not the case: he denied it. The 
matter had been adjudicated by the House in ac- 
cordance with the provision of the Constitution 
which provided that, in all cases of contested elec- 
tions, not that the House might, but that it should 
determine, etc : 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a point of order; he con- 
tended that the gentleman from New York had no 
right to discuss the merits of the main question, 
the subject before them being merely one of refer- 
ence, 

The SPEAKER ruled that Mr. F. was in order. 

Mr. F. resumed, and continued his argument in 
opposition to the claimants being permitted to take 
their seats; inasmuch as the present members 
had been declared by the House to have been 
elected for the whole term, and that the delegation 
from Mississippi was of course foll and complete. 
If all four of them had presented themselves pre- 
viously to the decision of the House, then there 
could have been no objection to the proposition; 
butas the decision had been made, there was not 
the slightest ground for the resolution to be enter- 
tained. He had no objection to their taking seats 
by courtesy, but he had a decided objection to their 
being allowed to participate in a debate with mem- 
bers who were duly qualified in all respects, He 
begged gentlemen to consider well before they en- 
tertained a proposition admitting persons who were 
not members to come and give their views to the 
House, and reply to those of others. He thought 
the only true course was to refer the matter to the 
Committee of Elections, 

Mr. EVERETT had no objection to the subject 
being referred to the Committee of Eiections, with 
instructions to report thereon; but when the merits 
of the case came up before the House, he con- 
sidered the petitioners ought to be permitted to take 
their seats on the floor. He was opposed to any 
discussion on the merits of the question before such 
reference. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. GRAVES 
and YELL, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG considered the course of 
the gentleman from Kentucky as entirely objec- 
tionable, and sent to the Clerk to be read a resolu- 
tion formerly adopted in the case of Mr. Newland, 
when that person was permitted to address the 
House in support of his claims, after a report from 
the committee. 

Mr. LEGARE was opposed to any course 
which should give the claimants the privilege of a 
seat on the floor. He considered it contrary to all 
parliamentary usage to allow individuals io take 
their seats for the purpose of discussing the merits 
of a contested election after the matter had been 
solemnly adjudicated by the House, 

Mr. BRIGGS considered the gentlemen had a 
right to be heard, as had any one who hed a claim 
to a seat on the flocr. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some brief remarks. 

Mr. CLOWNEY said he was satisfied that the 
proper course was to refer the subject to a commit- 


| 


tee, and therefore moved to lay 
lution on the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 90, nays 87. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Camere- 
LENG’s motion to commit the subject to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky said he would 
make a motion which would bring the House to a 
direct vote on ihe question, and dispose of it at 
once. He, therefore, moved a resolution that 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word were duly elected 
members of the 23th Congress from the State of 
Mississippi. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion of that 
time was not in order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to commit the 
subject toa Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, which motion taking precedence, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to instruct the commit- 
tee to report to the House on all the facts of the 
case. 

Mr. BOON remarking that such 2 motion was 
entirely without precedeet, in all former cases of 
this kind, from the origin of the Government to 
the present time, moved to lay it on the table. 

Ths CHAIR reminded the gentleman that his 
motion would cohere to the whole subject, and 
thereby lay the whole on the table; whereupon, 

Mr. BOON withdrew his motion. 

Mr. YELL then suggested to Mr. Unperwoon 
that he had better not press his motion, naless 
he made the subject the special order for to- 
morrow ; inasmuch, in Commitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, it might not be reached 
for a month or more to come. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, agreeably to Mr. Beut’s 
suggestion, withdrew his motion; and the question 
again recurring on referring the subject to the 
Committee of Elections, 

Mr. EVERETT renewed his instructions to that 
committee, which were agreed to 3 and the motion 
of reference being also agreed to, as amended, the | 
subject was referred to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 2 com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, en- | 
closing his opinion, called for by the resolution cf the | 
House, as to the expediency of establishing a navy 
yard for sloops of war at Charleston, South Cara- 
lina, which was referred to the Committes on N 
val Affairs. 


Mr. Graves’s reso- 


a 


iii- ft 


i 
On motion, n 
i 


Tho House adjoured. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 28, 1837. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition | 
of sundry inhabitants of the northwestern section 
of Ohio, praying for the sale of certain alternate 


sections of public lands, and that the proceeds, |} 


over and above the Government price, may be de- 
voted to the purposes of internal improvement in 
that State. 

Mr. NILES introduced a bill providing for the |} 
erection of a.monument to the memory of Captain. 
Nathan Hale: read, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Afairs. i 

Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill for the relief of 
Michael Cassady: read, and referred to the Com- |! 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill to provide for the 
final settlement of the elsims of States upon the ii 
United States, for interest on payments or advances | 
made during the war: read, and referred 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the pe 
Union Bank of Georgetown, to be rei 
money lost at the Baltimore post offi 


the admission of an mproper per. 
master: referred to the Commi 
fice and Post Road 

Mr. LYON intro 
heirs of John Campo 
Coramitice on Private Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the me 
citizens of Alabama, pravi 


route: referred ta the Comp 
and Post Roads. 
On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, it Was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lanz 
inguire. into the expediency of confirming by. 
the surveys in the southeastern district of Lonis. 
ana. ; 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, onn 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads-and 
nals inquire the expediency of making furthë 
propriation for opening Red river raft. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fina’ 
reported a bill for the relief cf Wm. H: Rob 
and others: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The consideration of the resolutions request ng 
the opinion of the Postmaster General, &c, was. 
resumed, and Mr. NILES offered a substitute for 
that resolation, requiring the Postmaster General... 
to communicate to the Senate his opinion of ‘the 
propriety and advantages of authorizing by law the 
transmission in the mail of sums cf money, not. 
exceeding severally a certain amount, at the risk 
of the Department; the rate per centage which 
ought to be charged by the Department for that 
risk ; and such other information on the subject 
as he might think, and within his power. a 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky was desirous of know- 
ing if there was on record any precedent fora 
requisition from the Senate upon one of the heads 
of departments for an opinioa simply upon any 
subject before that body. Sir, we had frequent 
examples of a call being made upon these officer 
for information on subjects relative to their special. 
departments. He would instance the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who was often required to attend in 
person upon the Committee on Finance to give 
information requisite. If the Senate establish this 
asa rule, requiring the simple opinions, it might 
as well adopt the English parliamentary style, and 
invite the whole cabinet to take seats in joint com: 
mittee on the floor. If the Postmaster General be 
required to give his opinion, it surely was bat right 
that he appear in commitiee and defend it; He 
would not object to receiving information from this 
quarter, but could never consent to a consultation 
cf opinions. He therefore expressed his hope that 
the resolution, in its present shape, would not be 
adopted, ° a 

Mr. NILES should have no objection to modi 
fying the resolutions to meet the views of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, (Mr. C.); but he considered 
them as they stood, as pr g precisely the same 
general view. He admitted the opriety of 
asking on any ceeasion th cividuals; 


ize as a simple 


im 


an inguiry of 
ugh not ina 
sot. It wasa 
this mode of 
be preferable to 


portance to t 
shape requiring deti enaj 
matter of doubt whether, if adop 
obtaining information would not 
that of introducing bills on many important sab- ` 
jects. Such information was more direct and ex- 

plicit, and better calculated for the purposes of 

legisiation. 


an instance of the advantage 
measure, which would render m throughout 
the country local in itself, and of ecual value, he 
adverted to the publication of, and subscription for, 
newspapers. It was for the more convenient 
manner of transacting the minor descriptions of 
business he wished to effect. He would ‘not con- 
stitute the department agents fer the transection of 
SS Ol neavy amoent. ft woald ele it with 
a power he did not intend hin} 
vouh] net 
utiiliy of the proposed m 
manner of effecting the ¢ 
jecti iTe would 


of the proposed 


us opinion of the 
lk was only the 


equire i 
the adoption of the reso! 


ie foe 
he usual routine 


cppose the resolation. M 
; He was opposed, to the proposition 
which migbr ultimately result from the adoption of 
the principal features; and moreover, he had never 
yet known, nor did he wish to know, of the Senate 


eir. ‘own responsi- _ 

ont. to: do now: The. provi- 

; establish every. lithe; 

peuy pos raster Fike wild Woods a public i intiret“ 
1 


rivial measure, stamped. as such | 

upon its very: face;.and He hoped never to be called > 
upor to vote either for or oe it, 

NILES | 


ion AK in ifs very. touch, 
x Be hoeven x 


ELL rose. and remar ed that at. a 
i ious.day, on the occasion of- the. „presentation. 
of the, Vërmont resolutions; he’ had given, notice 
that he had prepared a series,.of resoltitions on the 


E 


subject of: ‘abolition, which. circumstances hag A pte } 


vented his offering-till. the present moment. 
Mr. N. then présented the following: 

~ Resolved, That the Government of ‘the United - 
States is National Government only for the gene- 
ral purposes specified in the Féderal. Constitution...’ 
~ That the Siates of this Union, in all their reserv- 
sand powers, are. ‘separate, independent, 
and. Sovereign. political communities. 

That an estrone by one or more States, or 
ne or more: States; with the åo- 


red. rights and powers over | 
palp and dangerous. in- 


isturb the peace 
trang ie j and) tö ‘sever. ‘the 
links which connect. us. together as one people: 
"Tag the Senate of the United States, coniposed 
of the representatives ‘of the States in their sove- 
reign capacities, and. bound: to protect the, reserved 
rights and: powers: Jeft to: them. inthe: compact of 


“Union; would ‘regard: any- attempt,.on the part of | 


ie Federal 


‘Goverhment, , ander. ‘the pretext. of | 


egulating ommerce among ` the several: States, or ` 


ae | any : -other, ‘pretext. ‘whatever; to ~prohibit the: 
domestic trade. between any, ofthe States, or the 
citizens of any of. the States, allowed by. thera: it 
any kind of “property, ecru as: such by their. 
staid 


` ‘Resolved, That he: ‘Sonate of the United States” 
will neither r e, nor entertain, any petition, 


memorial, resolation, or ‘other paper, praying Con: 


ess: to rohibit any such: irade. 
Beare ah, ‘That, Be rould “be a breach of the 
public faith of the nation to “abolish slavery. in the 
‘District of- ‘Columbia; without the. consent of the 
people. of the..Distriet, the Senate wili neither re- 
ceive, nor entertain, any petition, memorial, reso- 
lution, or oth r paper, praying for. the adoption of 
such measures, unless it proceed from: the people of 
the District of Columbia. - 

The resolutions, being read, they ‘were laid on. 
the table, and ordered to be printed: 


“MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr, CALHOUN said; in calling up these- reso- 
lutions; it was not:his intention, at. the resent. 
time, to-enter:into any discussion of thèir merits or 
demerits, but merely to. repel such objections: as 
might be. urged against them. The resolutions 
spoke definitely, and to all points, for themselves. 
This confederacy consisted of free, sovereign, and 
independent States, each vested with supreme and. 
indisputable rights! Some. there were, however, 


who considered this a ‘great National Republic, 


“made: ap of individuals, with rights common. to-all;” 


the Constitution. ef the | 


nal: iny “spirit and, in “Jotter: ; 


5 class- -mig Be deemed © ‘the «party: termed 
“Abolitionists, ins the North. “It'was ‘the object of - 
these resolutions to bring forward the ‘facts, and: 
display them, their true. light. He” wished the 
tation of:every ‘Senator, ashe desired to.’ 
make the’question, s on: their rejection’or adoption, 

question: AU present, every Senator, -with= 
out. exception, “had: confessed. himself ‘opposed to. 


}| the fanatical doctrine of abolition; yet-the South.’ 


no tallying. ‘point..on which’ to: stand; and,- 
although their meastires were’ justified by. a great’ 


another patty; zealots. in the’ causé- of “Abolitio 
chiming aloud under: he sacred’ right. of ` petition: 
“Many, doubtless, 3 ‘were drawn into, thatsnare, who, 
in: the. first instance, wete conservative in their - 
‘views. “Whatever might be the. divers sity of opi- ` 
hion, of this, great country, on other points,on.the 
matter now atissue ño one could disagree. These 
resolutions; if adopted, would present ¢ ground where 
all could’ stand, and. express. ‘their real opinions . 
{h without trenching on or affecting the rights ón- 
other. points. “With regard to the 1 right of slaver Y, 
his opinion was. unalterable, and he ‘held it an in+ 
‘sult to have his rights attacked on the .question. 
! He hoped. the: Senate would take sufficient tihe to: 


Ate discuss calinly . the subject, and that ‘each Sena- 
H tor -wouldexpress: his ‘individual opinion.. 


‘4 He did: not’ desire them, to pass by a-bare-majo-. 
rity; he wished them to: pass by a tinanimons vote; . 
be that as it-might, however; he would repeat what 


sidered a test question. - 
rejected, the Senate. will have. said to the South 
“come. here no: longer for protection;” by such a 
vote the Sénate would, legalize a continuance of 
these assaults.: ‘If, on the contrary, they were 
adopted, it would be a holy. pledge of that body 
-to protect it:from further aggression; but if post- 
| poned or cluded, it would be incontrovertible evi- 
dence. of the unwillingness of the Senate to-ex- 
press an. opinion;.and consequently must be:con- 
sidered a silent, acquiescence ‘inthe insults offered 
to Southern: rights and Southern feelings. If 
. adopted, they would have a salutary effect.in tran- 
‘ guillizing the » public-mind. : 
resolutions. to create. an awakening: spirit. in the 
„country in favor of the Constitution. “The idea that 
this.Republic was “made up of one great aggregate 
of ‘individuals, tended to.increase. the. zeal ‘of th 


opposite doctrines: and until-this course was adopt- 
ed, we could loak fer nothing but acontinuan 
their impurtuiities.” When the Republic was in 
danger, he. must look to State rights, (the ‘only 
true Conservative principles,) and on this depended 
“the preservation of ;the Union; and. any: other 
view must prove fatal to its peace, , 

>. The cause before the Senate he (Mr. © C.) cen- 
sidered of great magnitude and '-jiiportance, and 
hence he did’ net desire to urge on its. progress; and 
if there was no othe? motion desired to be made by 


Wednedla ay next, with the undefstending that the 
Vermont resolutions were not to be presented until 
a later period; he was anxious far ‘a calm and de- 
liberate expression from the Senate, before the gues- 
tion arose in the opposite shape í in whigh ithad: 
already been so angrily discussed. 

Mr. PRESTON spoke for some ine in'answer 
to Mr. Cannoux. He had not.as yet! had time to 
consider the resolutions; he had seen: them for the 


‘first time in the Globe ef this morning. Mr. P. con- 


fessed himself of opinion that it was now too late to 
reach the extent of the evil by the presentment of 
mere abstract questions.” 

| they might have such an effect; but he had looked 
toc long at the growing extent of. the evil of aboli- 
tion to suppose it could. be put down in any other 
way than by the South presenting one. firm, un- 
broken phalanx.. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied to Mr PRESTON; and 
said that the object he had in view was to test the 
state of feeling in the Senate to the extent of “the 
limits proposed in the resolutidns. He (Mr.C.) 
had already Stated that his own- mind had long 
since been fixed ; he had Jong seen, and still feared, : 
that the South must find the “remedy within herself, 


he had before. said, that he wished it to.be con- 
If these propositions were ~ 


He looked to. these | 


fanatiés,and a morerapid' spread of their doctrines. 
The remedy must be found-in the promulgation of. 


ce ot 


any Senator, he would moye to posipone it to - 


Mr. P. wished to heaven `: 


“portion ofthe North, ‘yet there was among’, shemi : 


-opposers of the doctrine could’ neets 
-and-he hoped hehad a ready response in the bosom 


z and political principle to obtain theit-ends. 


- that the resolutions had heen inty roduced; 


_ ed to excite a 


“ing toe strongly 


“try against us 


Atlantic, (said Mr. 5.) h 


‘States; and 


He had also stated thatthe resolutions ‘presented 
common ground. He would not be understood, 
however, as establishing a‘ ground. on which. to 
meet the, Abolitionists. Tt-was that.on which the 
- He, for one, 


“of every Southern man, would.no: longer meet in 
cargument: fanatics that would: violate any moral 
Tt was: 


the test. ground on which to decide in what manner ee 


the South was to-assert her rights... 


Mr: PRESTON madea short reply to Mr ‘Cal- ; 
houn.: His w to the intreduction of the.re- 
‘solutions was, that they allowed ground for discus- 

sion; and that ‘the. subject ought never to be allow- 
ed. to enter the’ halls of the Legisla ative Assembly, 
was always to be taken ‘for gr anted by the South, 


“Again: what would abstract . propositions of this 
. nature effect? 


He had them in the decalogue, but 
did they prevent crime? 

Mr. STRANGE said that no measure could be 
considered chila’s piay when wives, children,..pro- 
perty, all that was dear to man, was at stake. Could 
he be otherwise than excited (said Mr. S.) when 
this subject is brought on the tapis.. Fre felt sorry 
it was true 
he had been consulted, bat bis mind bad not yield- 


ed assent, because he.was-of opinion that the South 


always lost ground’ by discussion, andhe wished to: 
avoid it from the very boltom of his sont. When a 
memorial had been presented from the Grand Jury of 
un District; praying that slavery might not be abo- 
lished in-the Distr icLof Columbia he had votedagainst 
the prihting of that memorial, simply hecause he did 
not wish the question to-go before the world. Ifthe 
North sets us. the example ‘of excitement, why did 
we follow it? So far as he was concerned, he 
agreed with the whole spirit of the resolutions, but 


‘still did net think them sufficient to meet the exi- ; 


gency of the case. Te was opposed to their post- 
ponement, because it would result in a long and 
protracted discussion; in which the South conid not 
failto’ be the sufferer.. Let whatever, action be 
had upon them, on, this question, as in all-others of 
magnitude, the greatest good must result from the 
most speedy ačtion. A postponement, though 
definite; would be actually, inthe views of our oppo- 
nents; equa! to an indefinite one, and was just so 


_much grounded yielded to the Abolitionisis: What’ 


good (asked. Mr. S:) would result, if the resoliitions 
Were vitimately adopted ? Come when. they 
would, he should give th rial sup 
What did thes 
to which the Seuth 


an. the 
ength 10 
only si 
i Deparo, 


a o Senth 
her opponents.‘ 


Question Was né 

rather oue i 
COM. We 
the Hast, the ¥ 


eins i, 
orth, the South, 
s Hike this-ont y tende, 
. Jie had no dong a 
chad ne: t their ‘heads 
mand by indule- 
g; we migat at- 
on of oe coun- 

i pola 


large majo 
addled with Uh 


a} 
in sectie 


rsy the pute and 


ware to I 


danger. Wh “then, to ihe 
hall in piotior by the o exciting diseus 
sions? We of the South should net be the first to 


assume a.bostile Pp 


r Se ever prepared to 
meet danger, come’ when it might, wth a firm and 
maniy front. Woald it be wise toat tempt to still 
the waves of the ocean by rushing against them? 
None but a maniac wotld doit WI ay, then 
shou'd we-attempt it? eae ae 

The current of far ratick 


an Which t has. crossed the 
, We but too plainly see, 
swept away im its eee. "one ‘of our sovereign 
how mary more were doomed to fol- 
low, God only knaw. Our forefathers saw the dah- 
ger to which we were subject, and provided against 
it when they. established the Consti tution, behind 


. which we could entrench ourselves, and - ‘be safe. 
` What need have we of any thing more than this 
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sacred compact which I hold in my hand—the Con 
stitution? - 
Mr. S. said the greatest objection he had to the 


resolutions, was the danger: of producing mischief - 


by the discussion—mischief . by the! excitement 
-that must necessarily be. created. in dipping into 
these disquieting topics. The proper course for 


“the South, was, as he had before observed, was to. 


remain still, and pay. no attention to the move- 
ments of these idle fanatics. When these Aboli- 
tion movements came from:a higher source, he 
would point to the Constitution, and that under that 
‘instrament our possessions are guarantied. Ver- 
mont he thought had degraded herself by the adop- 


tion of the resolutions, (which ona former occa- 


sion, had been read: in the Senate,) and by the 
presentation of them tothis body, had forfeited her 
elaims.to respect. He’ was willing tẹ believe that 


a majority of her citizens were opposed to.their < 


adoption, and that by some fatuitous circum- 
stances, her Legislature had’ become momentarily 
filled: with abolitionists! “He hoped for her ever- 
lasting credit, that the result of her earliest delibe- 
rations, would be to retrace her steps, and retract 
the odious document directed to be presented. Mr. 
S. concluded, by ‘observing that he was decidedly 
in favor of voting against ‘the reception of all peti- 
tions, memorials, or “resolutions, (come from what- 
ever quarter they might,) in relation to the subject 
of slavery. 
: Mr. SWIFT said he had observed, as well dar- 
. ing the present as at ‘ptevious discussions, that un- 
pleasant allusions had heen made te the resolutions 
which he had offered, and improper . reflections 
passed upon the State of Vermont. . He trusted 
gentlemen would: forbear any. further allusions, 
‘either to the documents or the State from which 
they emanated, during the present discussion, and 
which was manifestly on a different subject... He 


thought it would be time enough when the memo- 


rial’ from his State should be brought before the 
‘Senate, which, in accordance witha ‘notice he had 
previously given, he should do at an early date - 
Mr. CALHOUN said ‘the Senator -from North 
Carolina, (Mr. Strange,) was averse to the discus- 
sion of this subject; so was every one else; but he 
ought to preach that to the abolitionists, not to the 
defenders of the sovereignty of the States. Was 
it not better to meet the quesiion a little offensively 
than not to meet it at all? With regard to the doc- 
trines of the Constitution, all might be weil ac- 
quainted with them; and yet how were they ob- 
served? Was the South to sit still and see the 
Constitution trodden under foot, and its principles 
assailed? Would it hot be better to try and raily 
around that body all who were orthodox in their 
political adherence? Look to the alien and sedi- 
tion law. Was that odious measure defeated 
by. sitting still, and quotung the authority of the 
Constitution? ‘Was it not. rather by a series of 
brief, summary, and abstract resolutions? By 
that ‘straight-forward «manly. course we would 
protect our own rights, and at the same time show 
that it was our aim to defend to the lzst the charter 
handed down to us by our forefathers. ` He wished 
these resolutions by no means to be considered as 
strictly a southern measure. He hoped that the 
vote that would be given upon them, would be a 


northern and western, as well as southern vote, 


and he appealed to the honorable Senator whether 
a strong vote would not tend to restore, throughout 
the Union, that confidence so much ‘to be desired, 
and whether it would not also have a tendency to 
avert this fatal tide of fanaticism? 


Mr. STRANGE said that he had already p 
himself to give the resolutions his cordial support, 
come up when they would. The Senator from 
South Carolina charged him wiih preaching to one 
side. Perhaps he had sermonised too long for the 
patience of the Senate; but then he had pr ached to 
allsides. It was the agitation of the question, in 
any form or shapes that rendered it dangerous. 
The Senator was pleased to quote the alien and 
sedition law; but in his (Mr. S's) opinion, there 
was no analogy: there were certain traths about 
which it might be dangerous to reason. Why 
address a packed jury, or reason with a madman? 
Of all species of madness, there was none more 
dangerous than the madness of fanaticism, To rea- 


ledged | 
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son, then, ‘with those creatures, was to cast pearls. 


before swine. The arguments used by al! parties 
would go forth, and act differently on different 


minds; and we all know the anxiety that is mani- 


fested by acertam set to hear what is going on in 
relation to this matter. © Agitating this question in 
any shape was ruinous to the South. Tt was like 
that game played on the unfortunate wight: “heads 
I win, tails ‘you. lose.”; If we succeed, by our dis- 
cussions,in convincing our Northern brethren, what 
becomes of our homes after the poison has reached 
that quarter. He repeated. that it would have an 
incaleulably mischievous effect; that we had every 
thing to lose, and nothing to gain. 

The question was then taken on the postpone- 


|| ment to Wednesday next, and carried. 


The bill for. the relief of Samuel Y. Keene; the 
bill for-the relief of J. McCrarey; the bill for the 
relief of the heirs. of H. Morfit, deceased; were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

-The bill authorizing the States to tax public 
lands, sold within their respective limits, was read 


“a third time and passed. : 


The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth section, and ‘the entry of other lands in 
lieu thereof, was taken up, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


The bill for the relief of Daniel Bush was then - 


taken up, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The’ bill for tke relief of John Newton was taken 
up, and, after being discussed at some length, was 
finally laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

` The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Dec. 28, 1837. 
Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to inquire iuto the expediency of paying 


to J. C: Noys, a member of this House, two hun- 


dred and fifty dollars, being the amount of three 
Treasury notes, which he received from the Ser- 
geant-at-arms, and which were accidentally de- 
stroved by fire. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WHITTLE- 
SEY and ADAMS, 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia moved to amend the 
resolution, by striking out ‘ Committee Ac- 
counts.” and inserting Committee of © Mi 

Some further observations were w hy Messrs. 
GS, REI ED, and 
HAMER; when the gestion was taken on the 
proposed amendment, and rejected, 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG 

The rules were suspended for the purpose of giv- 
ing the Committees an opportunity to report. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported the following bills: 


-Bill making appropriations for the civil and di- 


plomatic expenses of the Government fog the year 
1838. 

Bill making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year 1838. 

Bill making appropriations for the Revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States, for the 
year 1838. 

Bill providing for the adjustment of certain ac- 
counts under the provision of the general appropri- 
ation act of 1834. 

[AN the foregoing bills were committed to. the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union.] 

Mr. CAMBRELENG also reported a bill for 
the relief, of John P- Lasalle of Ner Yor! 


nication from the War e Depanmeñi, 
claimsof Massachusetts for servi 
tures in the late war, was taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. HAYNES, from the same commiitee, 
ported a bill for the relief of James $. 
Boston. 


re- 
: Osgood of 


Mr. McKTM, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of the President and Direc- 
tors of the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad 
Company. i 


Mr. POPE, from the same committee). aa 
a bill making appropriations fot the Cumberland 
road: committed to. a Committe of the Whole ou 
the state of the Union. . 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reporied a bill relating to; consular, certificates, in 
voices, &¢, 

Also, a. bill to continue: in force an, act herent 
mentioned, relating to the-port of Baltimore... ”., 

On-motion of Mr. SMITH, the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was discharg- 
ed from the further consideration: of the bill- -pro 
viding for the employment of boysin the merchant 
vessels of the United States, and the same. was 
brought into the House and postponed till to-mor- 
row. ` 
Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of Lewis P. Willis, formerly: 
acting Depuiy Surveyor for the district of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr. BOON, from. the Commitee on the Publie 
Lands, reported the following two bills, the first of 
which was accompanied by the report Tei 
subjoined: 


A- BILL 10 graduate - and reduce the price of the 
public lands subject to private entry. 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the 30th 

day of June, 1838, all the public lands of the 
United’ States which remain. unsold after. having 
been offered at private sale at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, for five years, shall-be 
subject ta entry at one dollar. per acre; and all 
those which shall have been s> offered for ten 
years, shail be subject to entry, at seventy-five 
cents per acre; and all those which shall have 
been so offered for fifteen years, shall be subjeet to 
entry at fifty cents per acre; and all: those which 
shall have been so offered for twenty years shall 
be subject to entry at twenty-five cents per acre. 
The Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and sundry petitions and memorials 
on the sudject of a reduction and graduation of 
the price of the public lands, and granting pre- 
emption rights to actual settlers, report: 

That they have ecarefolly bestowed upen ‘the 
subjects referred to them that consideration which 
the importance of th ose measires seemed to Tee 


quire. 


Previous to the formation of the Federal Consti- 
tution, it was recommended by Congress that a 
portion of the waste lands owned by the States 
should be ceded to the United states, for the pur- 
pose of raising a fund to meet the expenses grow- 
ing out of the war of the Revolution. This recom- 
mendation was adopted, and, at different periods 
of time, the States of Mas: churetts, New York, 
Virginia, North: Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, ceded to the United States a portion of 
their vacant lands for the object abave stated. 

The first policy adopted by the General Govern 
ment, in the management and sale of ‘the lands 
thus acquired, was “to offer them to purchasers at 
public sale, to the highest bidder, and sach of them 
as would not sell for a price e xceedi ng two dollars 
per acre, were afterwards subject to entry at two 
dollars per acre; one-fourth of the purchase money 
being required in advance, and. the other three- 
fourths being required in three equal instalment, 
of two, four, and six years, from the date of any 
such purchase or entry of any of the public lands. 
Under this system, competition in the purchase of 
lands between individdal purchasers at publicsales, 
in some of the districts, became so great that in 
many instances lands were run up to seventy-five, 
and in some ea ces to over one hundred dollars 
per acre. Shortly after these high sales and pur 
chase of the public lands, a sudden revulsion took 
place in the price of produce and property of every 
description, by reason of which, many of the pur- 
chasers of those lands becanie involved in a'debt to 
the Government which they were unable to pay; 
convequentiv, a considerable portion of the lands 
thus purchased, became forfeited to „he: Govern 
ment for non-payment of the puichase money. 


Under this state of affairs, it was perceived ‘that 
the purchasers of those lands and the Government 


ps ‘into’ ufipleasant "Collisions $ nto; 
vert: which, Congress’ passed a Jawin the year 
4820, 10 reduce.the ‘price. of ‘the public lands.io-one 
dollar and twenty-five cents pet acre; and requiring: 
cash’ ‘payment. ‘therefor; and.’ providing that those’ 


‘persons whohad purchased lands: under the eredit | 
system, or became. the legal holders.of certificates | 


of: purchase as afotesaid, should be permitted to. 
relinqui 
purehase ‘of those on which full payment had not 
been made, and{o apply the part 'so relinquished. 
in completing 1 payments for other lands by them ré- 
taine : 


From‘ the 30th J une, 1820; it has been the 
polly of the Government to ‘sell’ her -lands to pur- 
chasers at private entry, at one dollar and twenty- 
five cents ‘per acre, after their having been offered’ 
to the public for saleto the highest bidder at public 
vendue, * Since thé adoption. of the: present land 
system, various schemes: have been proposed in 

_ Tegard-to their future disposal;. but no ‘one ef the 
schenies that have been proposed to change or‘alter 
the present system, has received’ the ‘appfoba tion 
‘of Cong Gress... The ‘extinguishment of the national” 
debt. hav (ad been ` finall y accomplished, and: the 
public: Jands beig ‘no longer-needed as a source of - 

5 ‘fo: the Generál Government, it would-be 
Anact. Of the greatest possible injustice toward’ the. 
‘new’ States to'tax the people ‘of. thore States in the 
purchase of the pablic lands, merely for the pur- 
pose of raising a surplus revenue, to be distributed 
among the several States; a project certainly never 

contemplated by the several compacts between the 
States and. the General. Government, by which 
these lands became the common property of all-the 

States of the Union. ; 

“Previous ‘to the- final extinguishment of the na- 
Honal-debt, the revenue w hich accrued'to the gene- 
ral: Government í fromthe sales of the public lands, 
and that which was received ‘from duties imposed 
“upon foreign merchandise, was held and used-by 
the Government. as a fand-to “ pay the debis and 
to provide for the common defence afd general 
welfare of the United States.” It does not seem, 
therefore, that any good reason can now be given 
in favor. of “separating these two great sources of 
public. revenue to ihe Government. . A graduation 
and reduction in the price of the ‘public lands has 
Song been a. subject ofthe: greatest possible solici- 
tude with the people of the: new States; as may be. 
seen by reference to the various and numerous pe- 
titions, memorials; and Legislative résolutions, 
which have, from time to time, been presented, and 
-pressed upon:the consideration of Congress. 

"Fhe, committee are: of opinion: that Congress does 

not possess the constitutional power. to lay and'col- 
lect taxes merely-for the ‘purpose of raising a fund 
to be distributed among the several States of’ the 
Union, nor for any: other purpose. whatever, except 
to pay the debts: and to’ provide for. hë common : 
defence-and:-general. welfare of the United States, 

“When the.mohey.of the‘people shall have been 
drawn from: their pockets, by any, system ‘of: taxa- 

„tion ‘whatever, it, would be impossible for the wis- 
dom of.man to, devise any plan by which the saine“ 
would. he ‘returned : tö each individual from whom 
it shall or nay. have. been- collected, in’: the same 
ration: which it shall have-been drawn from their 

"por ets. It. would be sunjust, therefore, tó tax the 
many, for, the purpose-of benefiting the few. Upon 
‘most liberal view of: thë subjèct, the committee 
are of, opinion: that. the. period ‘has fully. arrived 
when the public lands should cease to. be a source 
of revenue to the Government, except for the pay- 
iment of those general’ charges which grow out of 
the acauianpe of the lands, “their survey, and their 
sale.: - 

Insome. >of the land districts, theré remains only. 
the. refuse lands, some of which have been subject 
to private entry for a period of from thirty to forty ` 
years; and it is not to be supposed that: those lands 
“will-be: ‘purchased at the present price of one dollar 
and a oe cehts per acre fur many years yet 
ver... 
66 te ing become subject to sale at private: 
entry, fore period of five years and upwards, were 
g aduated and. reduced, in-.price, the consequence 
be that; while the Government would bé.no 
‘uch $ poli „many an honest poor man 


IE the lands which remain -un- | 
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TT would thereby be enabled to procure a home that 
he could call his own; ‘and the States in which the 
public Jands are situated, would be earlier possessed 


spectively; and the still more important advantage 
to those’ States; would be cultivated. fields ‘and 
green meadows, 3 in ‘the place, ofan unproductive: 


|| forest. 
“to: thé“ Government the ‘certificates’ of He 


It is a fact well ‘éstablished; that the wealth and 


better portion are the’ cultivators of the soil; and 


| while the. burdenis of the Soath and East.are dimi- 


nishing by the reduction of the duties on the 
| luxtries of life, it seems but equal j justice that the 
chief burdens. ‘of the West should ‘be lightened at 
‘least in an equal degree. 
» The immense value that has been given to a 
ast portion -of the public domain, which ‘was 
: Seared first by conquest, and afterwards by pur- 
_ chase, has been mainly produced by the daunrtess 
‘ courage and unspeakable sufferings of the hardy 
adventurous sons of the West. But for the many 
privations in life Which were encountered by the 
eariy- pioneers. of the western wilds, the whole 


‘mountains, would, until. the present day, have re- 
mained an unproductive forest, inhabited only by 
savages.and beasts of prey. Tts a fact worthy of 
the most serious consideration, that-although the 


rated from the old thirteen States, by. mere geo- 
graphical divisions and boundary lines, they are ne- 
Tenheless brethren and fellow kinsmen, having 
one and the same great common interest to sup- 
port and sustain, by strengthening those cords 
which bind together our glorious Union. 

[n corcinding this report, the committee cannot 
better express their views, in reference to the sub- 
ject which kas been referred to them, than by ad- 
i ding ons or two extracts from President Jackson’s 
annua! message to the two Houses of. Congress in 


| 


1835, in which he says: “If seems to be our true 
policy that the- public lands shall cease, as soon as 
practicable, to be a source of revenue, and that 
they be sold to settlers in limited parcels, at a price 
barely sufficient to reimburse the United States, the 
expense of the present system, and the cost arising 
under our Indian compacts.. The advantages of 
accurate surveys and undoubted titles, now secured 
to purchasers, seem to forbid the abolition df the 
present system, because none. can be substituted 
which will more perfectly accomplish these impor- 
tant ends. -It is desirable, however, that, in con- 
venient time, this machinery be withdrawn from 
the States respectively in which it les.” 

“The adventurous and hardy population of the 
West, besides contributing their equal share of taxa- 
_ tion under our impest system, have, in the progress 
of. our Government, for the lands they cccupy, 
paid into the Treasury a large portion of forty mil- 
lions of dollars; and of the revenue received there- 
| from, but a small part has been expended amongst 
|: them: When to the disadvantages of their situa- 


it is their labor which gives real value to the lands, 
and that the proceeds arising from their sale are nd 
tributed chiefly among States which had not orig 


the undivided emolument arising from the. sale 
of their own lands, it cannot be expected that 
the new States will remain longer contented 
with the présent policy; “after the payment of 
the public debt. To avert the consequences 
which may. be apprehended from this cause and to 
putan end for ever to all partial ‘and interesied le- 
gislation on this subject, and to afford to every 


American citizen of enterprise, the opportunity. of 


securing an independent. freehold; it seems to me 
. therefore, best to. abandon the. idea of raising a 
future revenue out of the public lands.” Again, 
the present Chief Magistrate in’ his late -annual 
Message to Congress, takes the: ‘following view of 
-the same. subject. He: says—“A large portion of 


our citizens have seated themselves on the public. | 


lands without authority, since ‘the passage .of the 
last pre-emption Jaw, and now. ask the enactment 
of another to enable them. to retain the Jands océu- 


i ‘pied, upon payment of the minimum: Government 


prices They ask : that which has been ‘repeatedly | 


of additional sources of revenue; tothe States re~, 


}. strength of the'¢ountry-are-its “population, and the | 


fertile region. of country west of the All eghany. ! 


‘pecple of the new States of the West, are sepa- ` 


tion in this respect, we add the consideration ‘that . 


j 


nally any- claim to them, and which have: ijed i 
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gr anted before. If the future may be jndged.of by 
the past, little harm can be done to the interests of 
the Treasury by yielding to their request. Upon. a 
critical examination, it is found.that the lands sold 


atthe public sales since the introduction. of cash 


payments in 1820, have produced, on ‘an average, 
the nett revenne only of six per cent. an acre more: 
than the minimum Government price, and there is 
no reason to suppose that future sales will be: more 
productive. ; 

‘The Government, therefore, has no adequate pe- 
cuniary interest to induce it to drive these people © 


| from the lands they occupy, for the purpose of -sel- 


lingthem. to others. Entertaining these views, F` 
recommend the passage of a- pre-emption law for 
their benefit,in connection with the preparatory 
steps towards the graduation of the price of the 
public lands, and further atid more effectual provi- 
sions to prevent intrusions hereafter. Indulgence 
to those whe have settled on these lands with ex- 
pectations that past. legislation would be made a 
rule for the fature, and 2 at the same time removing 
the most plausible g ground on which intrusions are 
‘excused, and adopting more efficient means to pre- 
vent them hereafter, appear to me the most 


judicious . disposition which can be made 
of this. difficult subject. The limitations 
‘dnd. ‘restrictions against the abuses in the 


execution of a. pre-emption law, will necessarily 


_ attract the careful attention of Congress; but un- 


der no circumstances is it expedient to authorize 
fioating claims in.any shape: They have. been 
heretofore, and donbules would be hereafter, most 
prolific sources of fraud.” ~, In these views of the 
subject, the committee fally concur, “bėlieving-it, 
to be the Irue policy of the Government as well as 
just to its citizens, so to regulate the price of the publie 
domain, asto enable every poor man to procure 
a home which he can call hisown. Such a policy 
would not be alone, confined to the people of the 
new States. Its benefits would be equally open to 
every citizen of all the States. It is due to the 
new States that a liberal policy should be adopted 
in the sate of the public lands within their respec- 
tive limits, with a view to. promote their early set- 
tlement and improvement. 

In some of the new States, where the public 
lands have been in market upwards of thirty-five 
„years, there is.yet remaining large tracts of unsold 
refuse lands; which will, nat sell for. the. present 
minimum Government price, ‘by reason of which, 
the settlement and improvement of those States 
have been greatly ‘retarded, and the States and 
the General “Government, respectively, have been 
thereby considerably curtailed in their revenues, 
which would have accrued to both from an early 
sale and settlement, and consequent cultivation of 
those lands, 

Under any and every view of the subject in 
which it presents itself for consideration, whether 
as relates to the interest of the General Govern- 
ment, or to that of the States in which. the public 
Jands are situated, the committee are of opinion 


-that he miitualfinterest of both requires, that the 


public lands should be reduced in price, ‘at a rate 
proportioned to-the length of ‘time they shail have 


been brought ‘into, market-and subject to. sale at 
private entry, and ‘that the present settlers on the 


public lands ought to be secured in their settlement 
by pre-emption “rights. : 

The committee reports bills accordingly. - 
A BILL to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 

the public lands. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
‘tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That every actual settler of the public 


. lands; who was in possession on or before the first 


day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seve, and cultivated any part thereof in said year, 
shall be entitled to all. the benefits and privileges of ’ 
an act entitled “An act to grant-pre-emption rights 
to-settlers on the public lands; approved May 


‘twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and thirty ; and the 


said act is hereby revived and continued. in, force 
two years: Provided, That where. more than 


One person may have settled upon and cultivated 


any part of one quarter section of land, each one 


of them shall have an equal. share: or interest in 
|| said quarter section, , but shall have no claim, by 
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virtue of this act, to any other land: nd provided, 
always, ‘That the provisions of this act shalbnot ex- 
tend to any land to which the Indian title has not 
been extinguished, er to any specially occupied or 
z- reserved: fer town lots, or other purposes, by autho- 
. rity. of the United States: And provided, further, 


That nothin 
to effect any. of the selections af public lands for. 
the purpose of education, the use of salt springs, 
or for-any other purpose, which may have been or 


may be made by any State, v under existing laws of - 


the United States. Be ese, 
~The above'bills and- report wer fe committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
“Uni ne A . 
Mr. CASI EY, from the same committee, “reported 
a bill for the relier of the heirs or ‘egal representa- 
tives of George C. Willard. : 
Mr. YELL, from the same cono iee, reported 
a bil for the relief of Wah iam Ws Rierenson; 


ve WARE ee of Missouri 1 from: the same 
‘com mittee, repor ted the followi 


Bil for the-relief of Robert X Winn y, i 
Bi fort the relief of Joka mice He and. Jéfferso n 
Green. wo ‘ 


: -Bill for the relief of 

Bul Aore rehet cathe 1 Boon... 

f SERD, from the Committee 
porie a bill for the 

es of Samuel O. Pet- 


ao on rhe a legal rep 
tus, deceased, : 

Me, RARIDEN, from the Ce 
Land Claims, reported a bill for 
Morley. ; 
` Also, a bill for the relief of Stenhe n Masters. . 

Mr. ‘CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from. the 
' Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill vor 
the relief of VZillis ‘Stevens and another. 
“Mr, EVERETT, from the same c nimettee, 
` ported a bill for the relief.of Thomas P. Cripple. 

My. BELL, ‘from the samé committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Reuben Gentry, W. iliam 
Monroe, and others. « 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, ; ftom the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jesse Cook. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
the widow Parker. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the same 
Committee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Davis. `: 

Also, a bill for the relief of William ula: í 

Mr. TAYLOR of New. York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following: 

Bill granting a pension to Samuel M. Edwards. 

Bill granting a pension to Josiah Strong. - 

Bill granting a pension to Samuel Romali. 

Bill granting a pension to Samuel W. Edwards. 

Bill granting a pension to Samuei H. Hugo. 

Bill granting a pension to Emanuel Srofe. 

Bill granting a pension to Robert M’Bride. 

Bill granting a pension to Samuel J. Smith. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York, from same 
committee, reported the following, viz: 

Hill. for the relief of Jacob Shade. 

Bill:for the relief of Gilbert Sprague F: sh. 

Mr. PLUMER, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following, viz? © `: 

‘Bill granting a pension io William Bowman. - 

Bill for the relief of George McFadden. 

Bill granting a pension t to Robert Lucas. 


itce on Private 


ne-reliel, of Wim 


ti 


yee 


Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from, the same com-. 


mittee, reported the following, viz: 
Bill for the relief of Randolph Carter. 
Bill for the relief of John J. Wiley. 
Bill for the relief of James H: Bradford. . 
Bill for the relief of David: Wilson. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the select committee to, 


whom the subject had been referred, reported a bill 
for. the relief of Peter Yarncil and others. 

All the foregoing bills were read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to: which was referred the peti- 
tion of John Crofts, praying an increase of pension, 
moved that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 


è herein contained shall be construed. 


referred to the Committee. on’ “Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 
Mr. BIRDSALL, from the. same committee, to 


, which. was referred ‘the petition - of. Casandana 


Campbell, Mary. Banning, and Juliana. Watts, 


» heirs at law-ofGen. Henry Miller, deceased, made 


an unfavorable report- onthe same; which was laid 
on the table, aud ordered to be. printed. - 
‘Mr. RARIDEN asked leave to offer the follow- 


“ing resolution +- 


‘Resolved, That. the. Clerk ié directed to furnish 


+ such members of the present House of Represénta- ; 
tives as have not received the same under former 


orders with the following books, being such as have 


„been sapplied to members of the last and preceding 
+ Congress, viz: the Diplomatic Correspondence ; the 
g Documentar y [listory of the Revolution; the Land 
, Laws; American State Papers; Register of De- 
bates; Contested: Elections; Commercial Regule- 
; tions; EBihot’s Debaies :. 


-but nothing herein con- 
ained shall be construed to authorize the reprinting 


`of either of thé above works. 


Mr. PETRIKEN objecting, 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a suspension of the rule, 
but Mr. RENCHER calling for the yeas and nays, 
Mr. RARIDEN withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HAYNES asked the consent of the House 
to permit him to submit a motion that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee af the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the Pres dent's ‘Message;. but 
it was objected to. ` 


MEXICO: : 

The next business in’ order was on the reference 
of a memorial presented by Mr, Apams on Mon- 
day week, from the New York Peace Society, and 
other individuals friend iy to the peace cause, pray- 
ing Congress to accede to the proposition of the 
Mexi can Congress., 

(This: proposition was couched iu the followed 
terms, contained in a decree of that. Congress, 
1 May 20,1837, viz: ` 

“ The Goverumient is heréby authorized to-com- 
promise the claims which the Government of the 
United States has instituted, or may hereafter insti- 
tute: and these in. which they cannot agree, may 


Ante 


‘be submitted to- the decision of a friendly Power, 


the United States of America agreeing thereto. ”] 

The question pending was on referring the me- 
morialto the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The motion pending being on referring said me- 
morial to the Committee on “Foreig an Affairs. 

Mr. HOWARD, from a sense of duty which he 
owed to the House and to himself, would ask indul- 
gence fora few moments, while he made some 


-brief remarks in relation to the subject then before 


them. 

It would be recollected that when the question. 
was last before the House, he had stated, that “he 
had taken some pains to inquire from the proper 


. authorities, but found that no proposition had been 


presented from the Mexican Government of the 
nature of ‘the one alluded to in the petition.” 
When the proposition had come before the House, 
afew days ago,asketch of the proceedings, to- 
geiher with the observations of the 
from Massachusetts, and a few briet remarks of 
his own, appeared the next day in one of the daily 
papers of the city, aud the proceedings were after- 
wards commented on by another daily paper. 
considered it his duty to be particularly careful to 
make himself understood, and to express himself 
in such a manner as would guard against miscon- 
struction. With that view he felt himself bound 
to say, that when he made that statement he be- 
leved it to be literally correct; but since that time 
it had become otherwise ; and lest it should here- 
after appear that he had suffered the statement to 
remain uncontradicted, he felt it incumbent upon 


| him to say, that a communication bearing date of 


the 23d instant, at Philadelphia, had been received 
by the Department of State from the proper authoe 
rity, enclosing an official copy of the decree cf the 
Mexican Congress alluded to. But he would still 
maintain that he was correct in his former asser- 
tion, that no proposition of reference had been 
made by Mexico, nor any greater willingness ex- 
pressed by the Executive of that country, to exe- 
cute the power contained in the first than the 
second branch of the decree. He regretted ta say 


dence ofa friendly sp 


that he was not able F see. in the: time: and manner. 
of communicating “ he. ‘decree, any stronger’ evi-- 
it than in the decree itself. : 
But, in order to explain ‘the reasons. of. this opi- 


‘nión; he begged leave to send to the Chair a copy 


of.the-decree in the Spanish language, and a. trans- 
lation thereof, which‘ he. had obtained, and asked 
that thé latter ‘might be read for the information of 
the House and the nation. For this unusual and 
irregular, mode of introducing. such a document 
into the House, he. must throw himself upon ‘their 
kindness, which he would.not have appealed. to, ‘if 
it had.not been for the very extraordinary charac- 
ter of this debate, and the ` necessity of guarding the 
public mind from erroneous impressions upon this 


| deeply interesting topic. 


gentleman - 


He. 


Mr. H. then sent to the Chair the following 

paper, which was read: 
í ` DECREE, |. 
DeparTMEnt op Forricn RELATIONS. 

His Excellency the President of the Mexican 
Republic has been pleased to address to me the fol- 
lowing Decree: 

The President of the Mexican Republic tothe 
inhabitants. . Be it known, that the General Con- 
egress has decreed as follows: 

-Ant. 1. The Government is authorized to arrange 
(or compromise, transigir) with regard to the claims 
preferred, or. which may be preferred, by that 
of. the- United. States» of the North, and to 
commit: to- the’ judgment of-a friendly Power 
the decision of those upon which they cannot come 
toa determination, ; provided the United States 
themselves agree to this. : 

Ant. 2. The Government is also authorized—in 
case the United States should deny the satisfaction 
which we should ask on’ our part, or delay it be- 
yond the time which shall. be fixed conformably 
with the treaty, or should continue'the: open agres- 
sions already .committed—to ‘close the ports to the 
trade of that nation, to prohibit the introdaction and 


use of its manufactures, to establish a period for 


the consumption or exportation of those already.on 
hand, atid to take all measures. required’ for the 
purpose, and for the safety of the Republic. E 
ToN MIGUEL VALENTIN, President. ` 
ERSO VIEJO, ; 

RAFAEL DE MoRo § Secretaries: 

Therefore, I order it to be printed, published, cir- 
culated, and carried into due fulfilment, 

Palace of the National. Gevernment in Mexico, 
: May 20, 1837. 
; ANASTASIO BUSTAMENTE, 

Louis Gonzaga CUEVAS. 

And I communicate it to you, that you may be 
informed of it, and act accordingly. 

God and Liberty! 

May. 20, 1837. 

Mr. H. then resumed his remarks, and was 
commenting upon the decree, and the singular fact 
that the petition before the House entirely sup- 
pressed all notice of the second part, when 

The SPEAKER begged to remind the gentleman 
from Maryland that to discuss the subject of our 
relations with Mexico would be entirely out of or- 
der, any allusion thereto being irrelevant on a 
mere question of reference. 

Mr. HOWARD said he -would submit to the 
decision of the Chair with the greatest pleasure. 
His ‘chief objects were already accomplished by 
protecting himself against any. futare suspicion 
that he had been uncandid in the statement pre- 
vieus]y made to the House, and by bringing to the 
notice of the House the decree of the Mexican 
Congress, which had been uiterly misrepresented 
in the petition which gave rise to this debate. 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until Thursday next. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the question would be de- 
cided by the House at once. . He did not see what 
was to be gained by delaying its consideration for 
another week. Mr. A. then adverted to the course 
of Mr. Howard, and begged to ask him if,he did 
not think it inconsistent, first to take upon himself 
to deny positively, that there had been any. propo- 
sition, and afterwards to, give a qualified denial: 
He (Mr. A.) hoped that to whatever committee 
the memorial. might be referred, the committee 
should be required to report. The petition was oR 


CUEVAS. 


Mis objections: as” hë believed | rhe 
wir of, them, had. been: Pieweusly 


i 


89] 
retheme 
Was) = eed oF he rest 


er corimittee to which t the. petilion: Gtrzht td 
‘be. referred. The message of the President, stimu-’- 
lating a war between this, country and Mexico, had. 
been: alread y‘roferred tò that committee; “and what. 
reason could they shave. for ‘objecting to report on 
this. petit > Wier to him. it appeared plain that 
the chawman d his war report om the Mess 
already. in hisanind;.and it would not, perhe pay be. 
convenient for him to report’ on the honorable | pros 
positionbefore em. at the same- time. < Mr.A | 
concluded his remarks by asking the yeas and nays. 
on the moton tó refer to the: Committee: On pcForelgy 


it he should Aspas ‘bes 
patience of .the:Elousey if, 
‘ds more upon a subjèct of , 
y were heartilytired... “He “| 
aha’ whic Was en-: 
h ch upon. the 
of order, he’ felt himself continually fetiered 
in his remarks, by being obliged to keep constantly 
present” to “his, mind the ‘conformity: of what ‘he 
was about to say. with the rules of the , House, 
Bat. he: was’ constritingd . to. refer agai n to what 


and commen ed : 
econise oft the weel he ve had 
upon”. ‘due inquiry, that-no i 

ce ‘been, cages k the M sican 


al: ie 
on Tuesday; the: 26th, 


l He 
would ‘merely refer.to' the. improvablitys if Hot im 
possibility, that he should -onthe 26th be-acquaint- - 
ed with: the: existenéé or, contents of an official 
paper; dated on the 23d, at Philadelphia. He now 
asserted that he was ‘totally ignorantiof both. But, 
as. soon as, he ‘was informed thereof, he. determined. 
knew to; the House; although Ko 
re: of: the Teriga of such a 


` Edad contingency, which, if facta 


|} Setts ‘to say thatthe ‘Committee on. Foreign Affair 


or Hghtly. put the 
“firstproposition: 


: ant: would. hot. ae “but require “thelr: | 


t may aes well io 
to Gov pinents.. hilst 4 


g 
i 
f 
{ 
behad in vain) 
the Congress of Mexico wére-abso= | 
( SS; 
lute ly vesting in their Presi denta all the power which f 
} 
| 
pi 
} 
| 
z] 
} 
4 


“we had withheld from ours. Under some unde | 


‘absolute discretion,” they had. author ize l him toe 
‘close the ports of their country against our y vessels, 
-to ‘prohibit the: 
and even to fi 


upon A ume.at which those already } 
in their coun! must be consumed, oF exported, - 

under pend Hity resume; of confiscation and Jor 
afeiture.. What: would have been said, if at our. 4 
“la st session, we had conferred such. a power-upony + 
ne President, and the: ‘Mexican, Congress had ab- 

stained from doing sb 2: Fe requires some effort of: 

“the imagination to cone¢dive ii since, when thes: 
“state of things is w 
still throwi upon aur side. 


“Bat what shall be EE of: those who got up this 
Teens Jho seein to have heen fa possession of i 

4 and yet sy pressed ite most im- ji 
y, nDe as.is in HW 
Faver of universal peace, with ‘the sinio exception 
“of war tipon:their own Government, which they 
wage in a'spirit of exterminating hostility? Hewas, | 
unwilling to charge the authors of this petition with | 
“a wilfal-suppression of, the truth, because the case 
‘did “not warrant-such, -an imputation; but che 
would.’ Say’ that they, were guilty of a culpable 
omission. in not setting forth the entire decree, if 
"twas in their possession, or of negligerice’ in omit- 
ting toascertain, as they, might ‘easily have’ done, 
whether the} power to: make, “the proposition of re- 
‘ference. had. ‘been executed by the Président.of Mex-: ; 
ico: Ona former occasion: hé had remarked: upon 
the citeuinstarice.of nearly: all-the signatures being. 
in pencil, ahd cotnpared. this" condition of ‘the sig- 
natures; with the evident care ‘and expense with 
which the menjorial. had been - prepared, to show tI 
that the signers {were not the authors of it... Who 
"the real. authors were he could notundertake-tosay, f 
-but he thought it becarne’ thent to: explain: the ap- 
< parsit mystery.of ‘their, having used.so-much of the © 
} decree as had npon its face an amicable expression, 
_ without brinuing also, to. view “the hand below, 
which WAS armed with a drawn dagger. : 


“Tt. had: plea: 


wd the gentleman fiom Maisachu- 


‘had: made up. their minds-in. favor of a war wii 
Mexico, Ana. that ‘the chairman. especially’ Wi 
‘committed: to. such a course by the report which He. 
Shad-made to the: Jast Congress. Had. he known 
thet the report would be criticised ith ‘the wminute- © 
„ness with. which the ‘honorablesentleman’ seemed 
inclined to.examine ity he would“ have. beén more 
careful in its preparation for it was Written imone 
evening; in the interval-hetween dark and bed time. 
But. he was willing to stand ‘upon it.as it Was, and 
> defied. criticism. - “He. knew-that it expressed. his 
-honest sentiments, and would abide by them. - He 
had made up his mind to-two'propositions, ‘The first’ 
was, that peace was the settled:policy of this nation, 

' forall ourinstitations-were- founded upon this theory. 

‘Waris an unnattral rand fo ‘position. As longas | 


> the destinies of a oe ; people, and must not rashly 
: "Thi 


cherished a “lofty. serise 


N 


„probi bly 


zoduction ot car, manila vetures, a 


y ¥ reversed, all ‘the Santis. He 


/ralers to govern, themselves aceordingly. If driven. 
foreign .power-1o. seek 
what adress they could: Obtain. by the exertion ‘of 
-their own strength, they ‘might lament the’ neces- 
-sitys Dut would: perform! the ‘duty. . These were . 
-the pins < with wbich. he. would approach ‘the 
ico, So preg- 
ait “with: painful anxiet Tt } eased the gen« 
emanfrorm Massachusetis,to say: that he (MrH y 
had his war report ‘already. prepared. In 
reply, he would ‘content. himself ‘with saying that- 
n the committee shou! id have fully investigated 
S Diett: in ee is ee With: the: feelings 


that “earn nites to instrůct 
; hon, å and not tel then, would 


mov ad to poštpone the further 
nyisd: y next: lost. ' 


agreed t—yeas 


n to commit w as then ¢ 


moria was 
4 AL fain Se eh 
AKER aid before the Housea com- 
om the men Cons puroller, transmit- 
of MON vanced, ee Which; was” 


So ther 
on Forci 


ref a to. ine Committee 


tn this ; Fotite è éopies of all j 
the "Gon nent ofthe 


ee n also, that 
‘ Loopies ofall correspon- 
thee since the: date aforesaid, and not heretofore 
communicated to this Lfouse, between. the Execu- 
tive.of the the United States, and our Minister at 
the Court of Mexico, and which in his opinion may 
be rommuniçated í without prejudice to “the public 
jaterest: ; 

On motion of i Tr, EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on .the Past Office 
ant Post Roads i inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a’ post road from ‘Spencer, Oweén county,. 
through New Brunswick, Clay county, and thene, 
via. Thomas. Springer S, Meroin, * in Sullivan 
county, Indiana. Also, i a post road from Bedford, 
Lawrence county; via Mr. Shorts, on Indian i 
| creek, to` Bloomfield, Green. county; thence, via 
Scaffold Prairie, to Bowling Green, Clay county, 
Indiana. - Also, a ‘post ysad from” "Bedford, Law- 
rence county, via Spicé Valley, to Mount Pleasant, 
Martin connty, Indiana, Also, a post road from 
Vincennes, via James $! ewarv’s, ‘to. Ramsay’s mill, 
at the ra pids å at Wabash; thence ‘to Mount Carmel, 
“Illinois. 

Ona motion of Mr. : 

_-Resolzed, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
beinst. acted to inquire into.the propriety éf.autho-. 
“riging the Legislainre af the State'of Arkansas to 


YELL, 


“Bell the land set tapat for schools dnd seminaries of 


 jearnipy in, 83 id State... And also the propriety of 


Ji: granting to each county. and ‘parish: the right of 


. pre-emption to one quarter section of land for seats 
of justice, upon more liberat, terms ihan heretofore 
provided by law. 
On moton; : 
The House, adj ourne ed. ‘ 


- SELECT COMMITTEE | 
On the resolution proposed. tthe Senate bi Me. ‘Ate 
LEN, of Ohio, to-anténd’ the Constitution, passed 4 an 
Hie 8 vate some. days ‘since s : 
Messrs, ALLEN; Chairman, as 
“WRIGHT 
_CALHOUN, © 
: BUCHANAN, 
“WEBSTER, 
BENTON, 
RIVES, i 
ČRITTEN. DEN; 
CLAYTON: ` 


o ‘port this morning, a 
ae private ene 7 


i KA CHAIR remarked hal 
first thing i in order. 


g.s 
to, he moved a "Sý f: the Bales; which a was. 


; disagreed t toy, s 


the order, of States, and i a y umber, were peste f 
byte 
o Messrs. VANS, 
NOYES, DAVEE, and CILLEY, ‘Of Maine : 
ae pase pean the: petition, o Th 


e Pos fice ‘and. Post Roads]: 
VILLIAMS ‘of ‘New i 


amp 
[Mr CUSHMAN move 
tions: be taken fromthe filesatid again referred, viz: 
„Petition: of sundry inhabitants of Portsmouth, N.H. 
praying for an. appropriation for the improvement 
of that harbor, by. erecting. a- breakwater betiveen 
New Castle. and. Goat Istad." ‘Petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Rye, praying for an’ appropriation: 
for. the’ ‘improvement of that: harbor. .” Petition ‘of - 
_ sundry inhabitants of. Exeter, playing fot àn ap-" 
'pröpriation for: the improvement Of that harbor‘and 
the, navigation: of Exeter ‘rive Feferréd to: the) 
Committee on Cómmeree.]: ; 
Messrs. REED,’ BRIGGS, ‘CUSHING, CAL- 
HOUN,’ SOLN, GRENNELL, ' ‘BORDEN, 
PR MENTER, and ADAMS, ‘of Massachusetts. 
. EMr. Parmenter presentedjthé petition’ of Susan ` 
Basséttrand 1,568 other women of Charl estown, 
Massachusetts, for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave tradé in, the District of ‘Coltimbia ; the same 
against. the’ annexation ‘of ‘Texas. . Also, the peti- 
“tion of Samuel Gott and othersefor a surveyor’ of 
‘the customs to reside ‘at Sandy bay, in: Gloucester, : 
Massachusetts. Also, the ‘petition of Major Tho- 
- mas Harrison, for increase of pension. Also, the 
petition of Henry Hatch, administrator, for indem- 
nity fórcaptůres by the French prior. to.1800. ` 
The “petition on the abolition of slavery was laid 
on the table, under the order-öf the House. f 
Mr. P. moved to refer the’ Texas petition tọ a 
select:committee ; but on: motion. .of Mr. Moraan 
of Virginia; it was laid on the table.) + 
[Mr. Apams, after: presenting sundry: petitions 
< in'relation to’ the: cultivation ‘of ihe mulberry tree. 
and the: manufacture. ‘of ‘silk, said, he would now, 
present’ the petition.” of Sarah. Payne, and 119 
others, Inhabitants of Halifax, praying “the: aboli- 
tion of slavery in the’ District. of Columbia. Mr. 
A. observed, that as he had before declared the 
‘resolution adopted by the House “laying: all such f 
` petitions on the table” was unconstitutional, and 
consequently null-and void, he did not hold ‘bim- i 
self boutid by- that resolution: any farther than he. 
was bound to submit’te physical, force.. With'that. 
_ view hė considered he still had the right of moving 
a reference ofthe petition. to a committee, and also 
all other petitions with which. he might be.en- 
trusted. -He had in his possession a. petition, which 
he' intended to offer, demanding that. the:resolution 
should be rescinded. by the House. He did.not 
propose to offer the ‘petition then, būt he would 
offer it, and he gave notice that-at thesame time 
he should offer a resolution to rescind the former : |, 
resolution. With that understanding, he would 
. postpone the presentmient of the ‘petition until a fit. 
“opportunity. He would also inform them, that 
since the adoption of that obnoxious resolution, a 
great number of petitions had arrived from Phila- 
delphia and other cities expressing, in the strongest 
terms, the indignation of the petitioners at that 
tyrannical and unjustifiable measure. 
Mr. Law er wished to know what, question was 
before the House. 


the Following. Jeti- 


“Al tion. 


; _ House: T denounce: it as: “Unconstitutional and oP- 


C Clark; esq: of Hampton; Ct. and-one ‘hundred and | 


>on Commerce. 


_ETT, of Vermont. 


. against the admission of any new State into the 


| the admission of Texas into the Union. 


-habitants of Waterbury and: Duxbury, Vermont, 


“The Grain intimated .to the member from 
-sachusetts that his remarks were. irrelevant to thee 
Subject. ‘before the House. 5" 

‘Mr: Apams. Iwas: merely giving ‘notice’ ‘of my: 
“intention to move. to rescind: that infamous resol zs 
‘Ido not submit to. that resolution, any more” 
than I am. obliged fo submit to- thë power of the’ 


pressive:] 
Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode sland. 
“Messts:. 

. WHITTLESEY, of Gonnecticnt. © - ; 
[Mr Horr presented" the. petition : of” on 


, fifty-six males; and one hundred and ; séventy-nine 
' females, | ‘praying Congress to abulish slavery in the 
~ District- of Columbia. 
-Clark an4 one hundred and sixty, males, and one. 
` Hundred. ‘and eighty- females, “praying the immediate 
“abolition of ‘slavety:in the Districts. and ‘Territories 
- jn the United States. Likewise, the petition ofsaid 
‘Clark, and one hundred and fifty-three, males, and. 
‘one-hundred’ andi seventy-nine ’ females,. praying’ 
‘Congress to regulate. commerce-in‘slaves among the” 
‘several States. From. the’ same; and one hundred 
and sixty-one inales, ‘and one hundred’ and eighty- . 
three‘ females, asking Congress not to admit any 
“State or Territory into the Union whose Constitu- 
tion: admits of domestié slavery. And, also, a 
remonstrance from:the same, and one hundred and 
. seventy-four males, 
five females, remonstrating against the annexation. 
“of Texas to. the Union.] .. 

Mr. Havxy presented the’ “petition: of Gilbert A. 
Smith and others. praying. -fór bounty’ oi a fishing 
voyagé ;-and moved its reference to.the: Committee 
Also, the memorial, of ‘William’ 
Prentice and: 190° others; ‘citizens of Norwich, in | 
Connecticut; remonstrating against the annexation 

of Texas‘to this Union : moved its reference toa” 
committée. j 

“Mr. Huey. asked the- consent. of the House to’ 
` intioducea resolution, which was read. 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to. inquire into the expediency'of an ap- 
: propriation for defraying. the expense of buoys 
recommended to be placed at.or near the mouth of 
the -harber of Mystic, in Connecticut ; and moved 
its reference to said committee.] _. 

Messrs. ALLEN, FLETCHER, and EVER- 


[Mr, ALLEN presented the petition of Noah Chit- 
„tenden; praying for a pension for wounds and disa- 
bility incurred in the war of the Revolution. Also,- 
Abraham Story, praying for a pension for wounds: 
and disabilities incurred in the last war. Also; Jo- 
seph, Bumar; for aclaim against the Uniteď States.’ 
Saint Holgate, for a claim against the U. States., 
Of the Rev. John. Scott, and ‘140 other. citizens of 
Jobnson, in the county of Lamoile, and State of | 
‘ Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave ‘trade i in the District of Columbia. ; Also, 
the pétition ‘of 63 citizens of Hyde Park, ia the 
‘county. of Lamoile, contaiding a similar. prayer.” 
‘Also, a similar petition of 271 citizens of Morris- 
town, in the county of Lamoile. . Also, the petition. | 


of 100 citizens of Milton, in the county of Chitten< | 


den, in Vermont, praying for the immediate aboli- 
-tion of slavery and the slave trade in those territo- 
ries of the United States where they exist.. Also, 
‘the remonstrance of 115 citizens of said Milton, 


Union, whose .Constitution tolerates domestic 
slavery. Also, the. petition of 138 citizens of 
Wayne county, in the State of Michigan, against 
Also, the 
petition of 123 citizens of Wayne ‘county, in the 
State of Michigan, praying for the- abolition of 
slavery in the District: of Columbia.] 

{Mr. Fiercuer presented, 1. Petition of 312 in- 


‘praying that all propositions. for’ annexing Texas 
to this Uuion be rejected, 2. Petition of 73 men. 
and women of Wheelock, Vermont, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trade-in the District of 
Columbia. 3. Remonstrancé.of 73 men and. wo- 


: doinestic ‘slave rade 


: stevaly 3 in the: Tetritor. s o the rated. States, i. 


INGHAM, HOLT; HALEY, -and || of Texas into the Unio 


|: two “inhabitants of Sutton, Newark, . ani 


Also, the ‘petition: of said F 
trict-of Columbia. 


and. ‘one hundred and. eighty- AL 


repeal of the pilotage k 


Pensicns.]} 


said ship and steamboat, canal. 
_rial-of 141 inhabitants of the: county, of Niagars, i in 


men of Wheelock, Vermont; against the admission 
of any State.to the Union whose Constitution tole- 
rates slavery. 4. Petition of 72 men and women 


women-of Wheelock, 


and. 128 


den, g 
admission. ‘of ‘any. “nEw, State “whose €o Sijts. 
erg 7 


ction “.tdlerates | domestic Reéemon- — 
strance. of “E. Spencer ni 
“tants? o “Newark,” ermont, ‘against. 
8. Remonstrance of Da- 


‘vid “Young: and eighty-four’ ‘inhabitants of ‘Kirby,’ 


. Vermont, against the admission of -any new, State 


inito-the Union whose Constitution tolerates domes~" 
tie’ slavery: 9.. Pëfitión of Perez i : 


Vermont, for the abolition ‘of, slavery. in‘ the’ Dis- 
-10:-Petition- of David Young 
and eighty-five others, ‘of Kirby, “Vermont? for the. 
abolition of. the domestic slave trade’. TE. Petition 
of Leonatd F.. Edwards. and one “hundred and, 
twenty-three others, of Walden, Vermont, for the. - 
abolition‘of slavi and the slave. wade’ in. the’ Dis- E 
thietof-Columbia.]* -< 
‘Messrs. ‘CAMBRELENG, KEMBLE, ‘MOORE, : 
McCLELLAN, JACKSON, MITCHELL, MAR- 
VIN, CURTIS; JONES, “FILLMORE, GRANT, 
BRONSON, BIRDSALL, DEGRAFF; PREN- . 
TISS, ‘CL ARK, SIBLEY, GRAY, RUSSELL, . 
TAYLOR, Li JOMIS, SPE BRU 
`of: New York 


1e-pilots of the’ci 


a petition from the same uy, praying for a aa 
of the duty on- brass wire}. ; 
(Mr. MCCLELLAN: presented the’ petition of: Ben- 


jamin Southard, asking a pension for Services per 
formed. and disabilities ‘Inewrred inthe Revolution- 


ary ‘war: referred to “the Committe Ton Invalid 


{Mr. GRANT presented thé. petition: of Richard 


Langer and ‘120 other citizens of the State of New 
York; inhabiting the: northern, ‘boundary “of the 
United States, praying for the constructioti by -Go-. 
-vernment of a ship and steamboat canal around 


the Falls. of. Niagara. Also, the petition of 129 
citizens, residing in the vicinity of Lake Ontario, 
asking.an appropriation by. Congress to construct 
Also; the memo- 


the State of New York, asking an: appropriata by 
Gongress for the saine object 4: : 

‘On motion of Mr. GRANT it was : 

» Ordéred, That- whet the’ House adjourn to-day, 


vit adjourn to meet’on Tuesday next. 


[Mr Broxson presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Jefferson county, New York, praying 
the. construction ‘of a ship and’ steamboat canal 


‘around. the Falls of Niagara; referred” to the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals. Also; the petition of 


‘260 citizens-of the counties of Lewis and Jefferson, 


in’ the, State ‘of New York, praying. the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Turin Four Corners; by 
way of Houseville, Martinsburg, West Marlins. 
burg, West Lowville, Harrisburg, Copenhagen, 


‘Kilboraville, «and Rutland, to Watertown, in Jef 


ferson county; referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads.] 

{Mr. Bransaut presented the petition of ‘Orlande 
Hubbard, and sixty-one others, citizens -of Senéca 
county, New York, praying the abolition of slavery 
in the District:of Columbia, and in other territories 
over which Congress rightfully exercises’ exclusive 
legislation, which, under order of the House, and 
on motion of Mr. B. was laid on the. table.) The 


“memorial of Levi Laing and- sixty-seven others 


citizens of Seneca county, New York, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which, on motion of Mr. B. waslaid-on the table. 
The memorial of J oseph'S. Fonton and others, cili- 
zens of Palmyra, Wayne county; New: York, pray- 
ing that Indian Key, Florida, may be made.a port ` 
of entr y, and for- the: establishment of acustom 
house and admiralty: court oi that Island; which, 
on motion of Mr.-B. was referred to the Committee: 
on Commerce. `, Sundry papers’ and’ documents: 
from B. © Fitzhugh, of: Sodus, New: York, in op- 
position, to the passage of a law ‘by Congress, grant 


“inhabi- ue 


CoNnGeseen2xp Sess . 


“BY BLAIR & RIVES 


GRESSIONAL 


pa 


[Continued from No. 4.) 5 

ing t ain Wickham, of Sodus, N.Y. the use 
ofa fishery. in waters ajacent to the light house at 
Sodus Point, N: Y; which, on-motion of Mr. B. 
was relerred to the Committee on Commerce ] 


‘of Euphemia Dobson and others, widows of per- 
sons slain .on board private aimed. vessels. during 


the late war, praying. for. the. re-enactment of an || 


expired law granting‘them pensions.) _ 

(Mr. Sipcey of New York- presented lhe follow- 
ing petitions, viz: Of 231 voters of the lown of 
Farmington, New York, forthe abolition of siavery 
and the-slave trade in the District of Columbia; 
of 35 men and 28 women of East Bloomfield, New 
York, for like object; of 213 voters of Farming- 
ton, New. York, tor.the. abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade. in. the Territories of the United 
States; of 228: voters of the same. town, for the 
mof the “ domestic slave trade.;’” also, a 
i if. 244. voters of the same town, 
against the admission of any new States. which 
shall tolerate slavery: into’ the Union. 
the table under Mr. Parron’s resolution.] 

My. CURTIS of New York gave uotice, that 
when it shall be in order, he willask leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the relie? of certain debtors of the 
United States, and to repeal certain acts. relating 
thereto. 

(Mr. Spencer presented the petition of Gabriel 
Lambard, the petition of Yates -Hoit, the petition 
of Uriah Kingsley, the petition of Bradock Dick- 
ingon.].., 

Messrs. MAXWELL and RANDOLPH of 


sylvania.} : : Be 
{Mr. Perrixiy presented.a petition in behalf of 
the sufferers of: Wyoming Valley and their repre- 
senialives during the Revolntionary ‘war, praying 
for relief; which was, on motion, referred. to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims,-and that it be 
printed) i 
Messrs..] f 
JOHNSON; of Maryland o 0 7 : 
Messrs.. BEIRNE, JOHNSON, BOULDIN, 
TALIAFERRO, CRAIG, HOPKINS, and MOR- 
GAN; of Virginian ooo e one ; 
“Mr. DEBERRY Of North Carolina. 
“Messrs. GRIFFIN and LEGARE of South Ca- 
rolina.. EE Gees ae 
Mr. OWENS of Georgia. -z 


“Messrs. CALHOON, UNDERWOOD, SOUTH- 
GATS. WILLIAMS, RAMSEY, MENIFEE, 
GRAVES, MURRAY, and CHAMBERS, of Ken- 
tücky. a a 


orris-of New-York presented:a petition © 


All aidon ° 


McKIM,; THOMAS, HOWARD, and 


taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Mr. H. presented the 
petiios of E. H. Haynes and others, asking for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
Port Clinton, in the State of Ohio; referred to the 
Committee en Commerce. Also, the petition of 
John Woods and others, for. the establishment of a 
post. road from Lower Sandusky, Sandusky co. 
Ohio, to Montgomery Cross Roads, in the county 
ef Wood.} 

(Mr. Wessrer presented the following petitions: 
Of Levi Weston, asurviving soldier of the Revolu- 
tion, asking to be placed on the pensioh list; of 
Amos Evans and others, for a mail route from 
Waponkaunetta, through Hartford, Austria, to 
Sugar Grove, Ohio. 
Swan, and other men, and of Ann Hart, and other 
women, praying the abolition of slavery and of the 
slave trade within the District of Columbia ; and 
of Joseph Douglass; and others, praying that the 
sippleation for the admission of Texas may be re- 
jected. 

Messrs: 
Indiana. 

Mr. CASEY of Ulinois. 

[Mr. Casey presented the petition of the citizens 
of the late Calage township, in Fayette county, 
Minois, stating that the petitioners had resided upon 
said township fora number of years, the greater 
portion-of which time the township was the proper- 
ty of the State. Some years ago, Congress passed 


WHITE, DUNN, and EWING, of 


a Jaw authorizing the State to select another town- |; 


ship in lien of the one above described, by which 


| it became the property of the United States again. 


Several pre-emption laws have been passed by Con- 
gress singe their residence upon the land, bat, 
from the construction of the Jaw, none were 
permitted to enter in said township until 
a few days previous to the expiration of the last 
pre-emption act, very few of the citizens knew that 
the land could be entered at all; they, therefore, 
pray the passage of a pre-emption law for their 
benefil; referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Mr. ©. also presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Montgomery county, praying 
the establishment of a post ronte. from Hillsboro 
to Shelbyville; also the petition of sundry citizens 
of Coles county, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Charleston in Coles county, through 
Independence, and New Albany, to Urbanna in 
Champaign county; the latter two petitions referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Messrs. LAWLER, LYON, and CHAPMAN, 
of Alabama. 

(Mr. Cuapman presented a number of petitions 
from about twelve hundred citizens of the Chero- 
kee nation, in Alabama; praying pre-emption 
rights, and the establishment of a new tand district 
within that territory; and asked that so much of 
said petitions as related to pre-emptions be referred 
tothe Committee on the state of the Union, to 
which tae bill on that subject had been referred ; 
and so much as relates to a new land district, be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands: which 
were referred accordingly.] 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. - 

(Mr. Mitien presented-.the following petitions: 
The petition of George Lynch, praying Congress 
to grant him additional. pension. Also, the- pe- 
tition of Major Thomas Harrison, of Washington 
City, late of the army. of the United States, pray- 
ing Congress to grant. him compensation for extra 
services performed by-him, while performing the 
dulies of mil.ary storekeeper. Also, papers in 
the case of Jasies Morrison, of Missouri, assignee 
of Charles bonny: referred to the Committee of 
Private. Lari Claims. .Also, the petition. of 
Captain Lewis. Bissell, of- Missouri, praying 


Congress to grant him compensation for.a tres- 
P pass committed on his- property by an offi 


cer_ in. the service of the United States. 
Mr. M. moved that the petition and accompany- 
ing papers.of James Morrison, assignee of Charles 


H| Denny, heretofore presented. to Congress, praying 


The petition of James M. | 


the confirmation of a certain tract of land, be 
taken from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. Also, 
that the petition and accompanying papers, hereto- 
fcre presented to Congress by George Lynch, pray- 
ing Congress to grant him a pension, be taken from 
the files of the House, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. Also, that the petition 
and accompanying papers of Lewis Bissell, hereto- . 
fore presented to Congress, praying compensation 
for a trespass committed on his property by, an 
officer in the service of the United States, be taken 
from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee of Ciaims.] 

Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

{Mr. Crary presented the petition of the inhabi- 
tants of LHnron, Wayne county, for the establish- 
ment of a post route from Monroe to Ypsilanti. He 
also asked and obtained leave to present and have 
referred the following resolutions and memorials: 
A joiut resomiion of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan, relative to certain propositions made 
by Congress to said Legislature. Also a joint re- 
solution for the establishment of a port of entry at 
the town of St. Foseph. Also a joint resolution in 
relation to the improvement of certain harbors and 
the construction of certain light-houses on the lakes. 
Also, a memorial of one hundred and seventeen 
citizens of Michigan, praying for the construction 


| of a ship canal around the Falls of- Niagara. 


Also, a memoriat for the improvement of the har- 
bor at the mouth of Clinton river.) 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. 

(Mr. Joxns of Wisconsin presented petitions 
praying for the passage of a pre-emption law. Pe- 
tition of John Hord. Memorial for a harbor at 
Kewaukee. Petition of Henry Baird and others. 
Memorials of the Legislative Assembly of Wiscon- 
sin Territory, praying tor the passage of a pre-emp- 
tion law; fer the improvement of the navigation of 
Fox river; for a road from Milwaukie to the Mis- 
sissippi river; for a harbor at the mouth of the Mil- 
waukie river; for harbors at Twin, Manitowac, 
and Sheboyagan rivers; for a road from Chicago to 
Green: Bay; for a division of the Territory of Wis- 
consin; for the construction of. a harbor at Root ri- 
ver; for the granting of the right of pre-emption to 
the ccenpants of mineral lands. Also, resolutions 
of the same body, on the subject of the northern 
boundary of Missouri; and on the’ subject of the 
franking privilege. Memorial of citizens of the 
State of New York, praying for the construction of 
a ship and steamboat canal around the falls of Ni- 
agara. Petition of citizens of Racine for a harbor 
at the mouth of Root river. Resolution of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, on the subject of 
a ship canal around the falls of Niagara. Petitions 
from the people of Wisconsin, on the subject ot the 
northern boundary of Missouri, Petition for @ 
mail route from Madison to Columbus, Wisconsin 
Territory.) | 

-On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing to the legal. representatives of the late Ed- 
mund Roberts, (who died. at Macao in June, 1836, 
while engaged on an embassy to the eastern courts 
of Asia,) a continuation of his salary till the re~ 
turn of the United.States ship Peacock, or until his 
effects reached this couatry. f 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, of Mass. 

- Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to consider the expediency 
of providing for the establishment of a-hospital for 
the insane within the district, of Columbia, sub- 
stantially wpon the plan of the hospital for lunatics 
in Massachusetts. ` ` i 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, | i 

Resolved, That the petition, and report thereen, 
of Bartlett Holmes, praying for a pension, be taken 
from-the files’ of the House, and -teferred to the 
Committee on. Invalid Pensions. 


| On motion of Mr. PARKER, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
nsion’s be instrucied to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of placing on the pension list the name of Wm. 
Walker; 
York; a Revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miliary 
Affairs be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the benefits of five years’ half pay 
now allowéd by law to the widows and orphans ot 
officers and soldiers of the militia and volunteers 
who died in the service of the United States, to the 
widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the 
regular army who have died, or shall die, in the 
service, or in consequence of wounds received 
while in the line of their duty. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the Secretary of War to issue a land 
warrant for 300 aeres of land to the heirs of Cap- 
tain Redini W. Bell, deceased ; the warrant for- 
merly issued to said heirs for that amount having 
been lost by accident, and remaining unpaid. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to William A. Cudde- 
back, of Orange county, in the State of New York, 
for his services as a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war. 

On motion of Mr. NOBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of im- 
proving the harbor at Little Sodus Bay, on Lake 
Ontario, in the State of New York, and that the 
papers on file, relating to the subject, be referred 
to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. HALEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce he 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation to defray the expense cf bnoys recom- 
mended to be placed at the mouth of the harbor of 
Mystic, in Connecticut. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of increasing the pension of Ebenezer Dewer, 
heretofore granted by special act of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pep- 
sions be insiyucced to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing to Uzici IIo, an invalid pensioner, 
a pension from the time his disability cecyrred to 
the date of his pension certificaic. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resoived, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for impreving the harbor at the 
mouth of Big Sodus Creek, im the town of Elis- 
burg, in the county of Jefferson, New York, and 

hat all the papers and documents now on file with 
the Clerk of this House relating io that matter, be 
reverred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Tndiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Oa- 
hals be instructed to inquire inio the expediency of 
making an appreprietion for the improvement of 
he navigation of the Wabash river. 

On motion of Mr. BICKNEL(, 

Resolved, hat the Committee on the Past Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post roate fram Bouch- 
ville, Madison county, by Pratts, Hollow Stock- 
bridge and Bennett's Corners, to Oneida Castle; and 
that the petition on file, presented ‘at a former 
session on this subject, be referred to said com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
laims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Ashbel Mason, a soldier of the Re- 
volution, his claim to bounty lands, or a gratuity 
equivalent; and that the papers in his case, on file 
inthe War Department, be referred to the said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making provision by law, so that the 
soldiers 6f the Revolution who served six months 


ef Delaware county, in the State of New 
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Shall receive pensions at the same rate of compen- 
sation for their term of service, as is adopted by the 
law fixing the pension of soldiers who served nine 
months in the Revolutionary army. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, also, 

Reso'ved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the establishment of a hospital 
for ths accommodation and relief of disabled sea- 
men, at some suitable site within or near the city of 
New York. 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

Resolved, That the petition of Aaron Tueker, 
praying for a pension, with the accompanying 
paners, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. i 

On motion of Mr GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the benefits of five years’ half-pay, al- 
lowed by law to the widows and orphans of officers 
and soldiers of the militia and volunteers who die 
in the service of the United States, to the widows 
and orphans of officers and soldiers of the regular 
army who have died, or shall die, in the service, or 
in consequence of wounds receiv2d in battle. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inqaire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to William A. Cudde- 
back, of Orange county, New York, for his Revo- 
lutionary services. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revoiutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire whether Jacobus 
Swariout is not entitled to a pension for services 
rendered as an officer or private in the war of the 
Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pozt Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing by law the postage upon 
newspapers, and that said committee report to this 
House, first, as to the policy of abolishing postage 
upon all newspapers distributed per mail in the 
respective counties where each paper so distri- 
buted may be published, and, secondly, as to all 
newspapers sent per mail into any part of the Uni- 
ted States. f 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instrneted to Inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the hepsfit ef a drawback of the duties to all‘! 
goods, Wares, ahd merchandises which may hereaf- 
ter Le exported in original casks, cases, chests, 
boxes, trunks, or other packages, ei:her from the 
district where they were originally entered, or from 
any other district to any foreign dominions, whether 
immediately adjoining the United States or ether- 
wise; and, atso, as to abolishing the duties on fo- 
reiga wheat and ashes. | 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


Resclved, That the Comittee on Commerce in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a custom- 
hou nd public store-house in the city of New 
Orleans: and into the expediency of extending the 
limits ofthe port of New Orleans, so as to include 
the ciy of Lafayette. 

On motion of Mr. WINTE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inguire into the expediency 
wf making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Wabash river. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

Reselved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a third district of the United States Fede- 
ral Court, to be held at the town of Tuscaloosa, to 
consist of the counties of Marion, Fayette, Wal- 
ker, Pickens, Sumpter, Marengo, Green, Perry, 
Bibb, Autauga, Coosa, Tallapoosa, Randolph, 

chambers, Benton, Taladega, Jefferson, and Tus- 
caloosa. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That ihe Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blisking a post route from Nawafolia , in Marengo 
county, via Hosea’s stofe, Damas Settlement, the 


| 


Upper Peach Tree and Lower Peach Tree, in Wil- 
cox county, and Packer Settlement, to Monroe- 
ville, Monroe county, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Jaek- 
sonville tc Ashville, in Alabama, crossing the 
Coosa riverat Sawyer’s ferry. Also, a route from 
Jacksonville, Alabama, by Tallapoosa, to Camble- 
ton, Georgia. Also, to discontinue the route from 
Bellefonte, by Larkinsvilie, Trenton, Lownesville, 
Hazle Green cross roads, to Athens, Alabama, and 
from Salem, Tennessee, by Larkin’s Fork and 
Scraper, to Bellefonte, Alabama; and establish a 
route from Salem, Tennessee, by Larkin’s Fork, 
Trenton, Larkinsville, Santa, Longston, Wyatt, 
Coffee, or Ben. Snodgrass’ store, to Claysville, 
Alabama; and a route from Bellefonte to Scraper, 
Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing the following ports ef entry, to wit: at St. 
Joseph, at the mouth of St. Joseph river, at Sagi- 
naw, on Saginaw river, and at St. Mary, on St. 
Mary river. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
-bEshing an additional judicial district in the Terri- 
tory of Florida, to consist of the counties of Jack- 
son, Washington and Franklin. 

Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, offered the follow- 
ing resolutions, which lie one day: 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Se- 
cretary of War as relates to the sale of the mineral 
jands of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pablic Lands, and that the Secretary 
be requested to furnish this House with all the 
information in his Department touching this sub- 
ect. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to furnish this House with the surveys, 
plans and estimates for the improvement of the 
mouths of the Manitowoc, the Sheboygan, the 
Kewaunee, the Root river, and of the Havre bay, 
in Wisconsin Territory, and of the mouth of the 
Milwaukie river. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause surveys to be made of the following rivers 
in Wisconsin Territory, viz: the Des Moines, the 
lowa, the Waubosepinicon, the Macoquetor’s, the 
Rock, the Pecatonica, the Fox, together with plans 
and estimates for the improvement of the naviga- 
uon of the same. 

On metion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, the 
committee also instructed to inquire into the 
expediency cf providing for the loss of horses and 
other property pressed into the service in the Sac 
war ef 1332. > 

Mr. MILLER offered the following, which lies 
one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House the plan that has been 
adopted for the improvement ct the harbor of St. 
Louis ; what progress has been made in said work; 
and whether any farther appropriation will be ne- 
cessary for its prosecution the ensuing year; and 
if so, what amount will be required. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river above 
the mouth of the Ohio, and the Missouri river, from 
its mouth, as high up said river as Fort Leaven- 
worth, 

Ou motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed tu inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing on the pension list the name of 
William Walker, of Delaware county, New York, 
a Revolutionary soldier. i 

On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce ba 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of im. 
proving the harbor of Little Falls, Sodus bay, of 
Lake Ontario, in New York, and that the papers 


wer 
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on file: relating tee the Sabjeei be referred to said 
committee. v. ; 
‘Oncimotion, of Mr. GR! AHAM, ` 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims bes in- 
structed: to. inquire into the expediency aud. propri- 
ety of amending the act entitled“ An: act to: pro- 
vide for. the payment of horses and: other properly 


lo destroyed “inv the. military. service ‘of : the 
United States,” approved J anuary 18, 1837,.:so as 
toextend.the benefits of said act to “all cases-of 
horses or other-property of officers: as well as:other 
soldiers, and. to: mounted rangers, in the military 
service of the United States, lost. or- destroyed in 
such service since the 18th day of June, 1812; and, 

On. métion of Mr: WADDY THOMPSON, a 
Senate bill for the relief of Captain Samuel War- 
ren was read.twice and referred. 

And:then: the House adjourned until Tuesday, 


IN SENATE, - 
wo -Fema December 29, 1837. 
<Mr: WEBSTER appeared and took. his seats 
Mr. M'KEAN presented; a petition on the subject 
of Texas 


ition. on the. same subject hy Mr. 


-KNIGHT presented the petition ‘of the 
Rhode. Island Temperance Society, for an amend- 
ment of the law authorizing the supply of ardent 
spirits in part rations for the navy: referred to the 
Committee on Naval. Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama’ presented: the petition 


of the clerks of the Patent Oflice, for increase of 


salary: referred to'the Committee on Finance. 
Mr: GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a resolution discharging that Com- 
mittee from. the further consideration of the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Arkansas, relative to the 
relinguishment and re-location of certain bounty 
lands in that State, and that thesame be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: adupted. Also, a 
bill. appointing: commissioners. to examine indivi- 
dual claims upon the United States, with amend- 
menis:.xead and ordered to.a-second reading. 


jorted. a: bill making appropriations. for 
the removal of the Red River, "rafts read-and order- 
ed toa second reading... 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims 
reported a ` 

: Bill for the relief of John B. Keeting; 

-Bill fór the relief of Jesse E. Dow; 

/Bill. forthe relief of John M Cartey; 
 Bilt-for thie relief at Miaj. Gen. Alexande y Me 


“Which ¥ weré: severally read and: ordered to & se- 
cond reading. 

Reports from: the’ ‘same committe: unfavorable: to 
the petitions of James Pardoe; also, James M’Do- 
nald; also; John-Barke; ‘also, onca bill from the 
House on: the petition of Thomas M Candies. Re- 
poris adopted. : 

Mr MORRIS fered: the following resolutions; 
remarking ; he had prepared. them by way of 
amer adment: to: those offerecby “the honorable Se- 
nator. from. Carolina; (Mr.Calhoun.) -In 
drafting. them he--had, as faras his-own opiaion 
would “permit, fol owed: the-text of those to which 


he had alluded, yet. with. variations:calculated, in 


his view, to. protect the right of. petition, the free- 
dom of speech, and the: “liberty ‘of the press. 

In offering the resolutions; the. Senator from 
South Carolina had thrown: ‘the glove, and with ex- 
pressions of triumph asserted that none in the Se- 
nate could vote, in his- opinion, against his views. 
He however, dared to enter the lists single-handed, 
and engage with him... He-wished the resolutions 
laid on the table and: printed, and,-when consider- 
ed, that they be taken. ap and acted upon one ‘by 
one, in order. 


olutions were given int the Glob yes: 


g: iea by the Secretary yE 
; IOUN had expressed his shops that 
his propos tion would meet with general favor from 
the Senate. - d expected some trifling oppo- 
sition, but nothing in the light of the present. move- 
ment- twas, however, now, decided that no:con- 
cession or sacrifice would tain the opposition. 


We had here a- fair specimen of the doctrine in 
fuli coler.- Yes, here was displayed the absolute 
creed. of the Abolitionists fully developed; and 
from-this he had little hope that his desire.to pro- 
mote the-harmony of the Union would be gratified. 
He, however, sternly denied throughout the charges 
brought against him by the. gentleman who had 
otfered the resolutious. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented: the-petition of the widow 
of Capt, Patrick, late of the army, for relief: refer- 


| red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


. The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

Bill for the relinquishment of the 16th section of 
School lands 

Also, bill for the relief of Daniel Bush. 

Also, bill to ratify certain acts of John Pope, 


> late Governor of Arkansas. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS,- 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War he, and 
hereby: is, mstrucied to communicate to the Senate 
such information as he has, and the Department 
contains, upon the following matters, to wit: 

The number of troops, “including allies, which 
have been employed in the war with the Seminole 
Indians from its commencement to this time; 

The number now in the service; 

The anthority under, and by which, allies have 
been employed, and the terms and conditions upon 
which they do or haye served; 

The ameunt of naval force, if any, that has been 
employed on this service, and whether, and to 
what extent, it has keen employed on laud; if steam 
vessels have been employed, and how many, and 
for what kind of service; 

The number of persons employed by the United 
States that have been killed, or have perished from 
wounds, or other causes, in the several campaigns; 


__ The entire disbursements made by the United | 
States to carry ‘on this war up to this tine; 


The probable arrearages. now due; 

The whole number’ of the Seminole population 
atthe commencement of hostilities; the number of 
warriors there; the number killed, and the number 
taken prisoners by the United States; the number 
that has come in, and voluntarily surrendered; the 
number of warriors that have emigrated; the num- 
ber still. remaining; the number. of other corps 
who have emigrated, and. the number remaining; 
the probable number of. arms ‘possessed by the 
Seminole Indians at the commencement of the 
war, and the sources from which they have ob- 
tained. supplies of ammunition. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Peblic 
Lands, to which was referred “a bill for the relief 
of sundry citizens. of Arkansas, who lost their im- 
provements in consequence of a treaty. between 
the United Statés and Choctaw Indians: reported 
the same with an amendment, 

On motion of. Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate: to the Senate a statement of the 
amount annually paid for Revoluuonary pensions in 
each Staite aud Territory, and in the District of 
Columbia, from the year 1789, to the present time; 
also, the annual aggregate amount of the same 
payments for pensions during the same period. 

On mouon of Mr. SMITH. of Indiana, 

. Resolved, That the Cammittéeon the Milita be 
instructed to. inquire-into the expediency of pro- 


viding by law for the payment of the militia, called | 
ont by the Indian Agent at Logansport, Indiana, | 


to. suppress a threatened riot, at the payment of 
the annuity at that place, in the year 1836. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inanire in expediency of making ap- 
propriations for constractitie” harbors at the mouths 
of the Kalamazoo, North and South. Black rivers, 
Pigeon ‘river, and. for building a pier on which to 
erect a light-house at the mouth of Grand river, in 


i ihe State of Michigan... - 


‘The CHAIR presented a-Yeport from the Secre- 
tary of War,-in obedience toa ` resolation of the 
Senate; relative to the surveys of: the Adantie and 
Western railroad + laid on the tables: and. ordered 


T to be printed. 
The resolution by Mr. NILES for <dlornaiion i 


| 
| 


‘arp. 


a a S a ee 


——————— ee 
from the Postmaster General relative to the expe- 
diency of transmitting money by mail, &e. was, in 
an amended form, adopted: 

Thebill to amend the act of 1790, providing for 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, was taken up for consideration, and an 
amendment substituting for “ death” that of “ im- 
prisonmeat to hard labor for a teem not less than 
ten years, or for life, at the discretion of the court,” 
for the crime of burning public buildings or docu - 
ments, was adopted-—yeas 23, nays 16, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Davis, Knight Lumpkin, McKean, 
Niles, Norvell, Bierce, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rug: ggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Walker, Webster, 
Williams, and Young—23. 

NAYS_—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Lyon, Nicholas, Sevier, Strange; Tipton, 
White, and Wright—16. 

The bill, with other amendments, was then or- 
dered to he en grossed for a. third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of the late 
Richard W. Meade was taken up in Committee of 
the Whole, and. discussed at some. length ; and, 
after the adoption of some amendments, was final! y 
ordered to be engrossed for a chird reading. 

The bill for the erection of a hospital in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was debated in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The blank, on motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, was 
filled with $50,000. ` 

An amendment, offeied by Mr. SEVIER, was 
disenssed, giving the privilege of admission to ma- 
rines and soldiers of the United States; when, 

On motion, The Senate adjourned, 


TEOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, Jan, 2, 1838. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the 
order of States and ‘Territories, commencing with 
the latter, and the following gentlemen soverally 
presented, viz: 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida; 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

{Mr. Crary presented a petition for a mail route 
from Cassopolis to Keelersville; also, a petition of 
two hundred and seventy citizens of Berrien county, 
for the passage ofa general pre-emption law; also, 
a petition of John Wood and others, of Livingston 
county, for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia.) 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri. 

(Mr. Mirer presented the following petitions: 
The petition of Benjamin Carnahan, and 212 
others, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Columbia, in Boone county, Mo. to Mount 
Vernon, in Cooper county; thence by the way of 
Pisgah, "Palestine, Mount Carmel, and Anator, to 
Georgetown, in Pettis con ity, in said State: re- 
ferred to the Cominittee on the-Post Office and Post 
Roads. Also, the petition of Bryan Mullanphy 
and others, members of the bar at St. Louis, Mo. 
praying Congress to pass a law increasing the num- 
ber-of terms of the Cireuit Court. of the United 
States for the District of Missouri, and for other 
purposes: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
Also, the petition. ef William Gillis and 
John King, of Missouri, praying the passage of a 
law granting them the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain lands therein named: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. Also, the petition of Henry 
Coleman, of Missouri, praying Congress to grant 
him relief, i in consequence of damages sustained in 
a contract entered inio by him with an authorized. 
agent of the United States: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. Also, papers in the case of Enoch 
Matson, of Missour, relating to his location of 640 
acres of land, by virtue of New Madrid certificate 
No. 155, by. which he makes application to Con- 
gress for authority to remove the same, in conse- 
quence ‘of its interference: with certain Spanish 
grants, and for permission to re-locate the same, on 
any of the public lands in the State of Missouri not 


otherwise appropriated, the sale of which js autho- 


rized. by-Jaw: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pubie Lands 


oa ner a et 

be instructed to inquire info the expediency of au- 
thorizing Enceh Matson, of Missouri, to remove 
his location oF £4u acres of land made by virtue of 
New Madrid ceri-ficate No. 155, issued by Frede- 
rick Bates, records of land titles at St. Louis, in 
consequence of said iocation interfering with and 
covering portions of certain Spanish granis, now 
confirmed, and allow him to re-locate sail New 
Madrid certificate on any of the public lands in the 
State of Missouri not otherwise appropriated, the 
sale of which is authorized by law. 

Mr. Miter moved that the petition and accom- 
panying papers of Francis Ci oper, of Missouri, 
praying compensation for depredations commiited 
on his property. by certain Indians, heretofore re- 
ferred to Congress, be removed from the files. of 
the. House, and referred to the Committee of 
Ciaims. Also, that the petition and papers of John 
G. and Robert A. Heath, of. Missouri, praying 
compensation. for.depredations committed on their 
property by certain Indians, heretofore referred to 
Congress, be taken from the files of the House, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, that 
the petition and papers of James Anderson, of 
Missouri, praying compensation for depredations 
committed on his property by certain Indians, 
heretofore presented to Congress, be taken from the 
files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims.] 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. CASEY of Illinois. 

[Mr. Caszy presented the memorial of Thomas 
5. Hinde and Jacob Lesher, of Mount Carmel, 
Wabash county, Nlinois, -praying the establish- 
ment of an armory at the falls of the Great Wa- 
bash; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and orderel to be 
printed.] Fan 

Mr. RARIDEN of Indiana. 

[Mr. Raninen. introduced the petition of sundry 
citizens of Knightstown and vicinity, praying for 
the erection of a bridge across Bine river, on the 
Cumberland road: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals.] i 

Messrs. MORRIS, ALEXANDER, KILGORE, 
GOODE, and DUNCAN, of Ohio. 

{Mr. Kincorr presented the petition of thirty- 
one females of Harrison county, Ohio, praying the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; also, the petition of thirty-one 
females Gi the same county and Stale, remon- 
strating against the asnexation of Texas to the 
United States; also, the petition cf thirty one fe- 
males of the same county and State, praying the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States; and, also, the petition 
of thirty-one females of the same county and State, 
praying Congress not to admit into the Union any 
new State whose Constitution tolerates slavery.] 

Mr BELL of Tennessee. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and RUMSEY cf Ken- 
tucky. 

Messrs. OWENS and HOLSEY of Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the following re- 
solution, submitted by him some days since, was 
taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House what nnmber of the 
Cherokee tribe of Indiaus are yet remaining within 
the limits of the State of Georgia; hew many have 
gone west of the river Mississippi, in conformity to 
the late treaty between that tribe and the Govern- 
ment of the United States; whether he apprehends 
any diffienlty in removing those who yet remain, 
when the time stipulated in the treaty for their remo- 
val shall arrive; what portion, ifany, ofsaid tribe has 
signitied their intention net to conform to said trea- 
iy; whether be has any information in his Depart- 
ment indicating a hostile intent among said Indians 
towards the citizens of Georgia; and whether he 
has any reason which may incline him to appre- 
hend that said Indians, or any part of them, may 
commit acts of violence upon the citizens, er de- 
predations on their property, about the time they 
shall be required by the treaty to remove; what 
military force he has established in that section of 
the Union to secure the enforcement of the treaty, 
if necessary, and to prevent acts of vinlenge or de- 
predanom by wre Indians; whether he anticipates 
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an increase of military strength in that section, to 
shat extent and at what time, and that the Secre- 
ary be requested to say whether any precautionary 
measures should be adopted, on the part of Con- 
gress, 10 aid his Department in causing the execu- 
uoun of the treaty with the Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians, aml preventing acts of violence and depre- 
dations from said Indians, or any part of them. 

Mr. WISE submitted the following, which Mr. 
DAWSON accepted asa modification: 

“Also, whether any report has been made by the 
agent lately sent to the Cherckees, and if so, and 
not incompatible with the public interest, that the 
Secretary of War be requested to communicate the 
said repertto this House.” 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina submitted 
the following, which Mr. DAWSON also accept-- 
ed: Strike out “ State of Georgia” wherever it, 
oceurs, and insert “ the said tribe of Indians east 
of the Mississippi river.” 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following amend- 
ment thereto: 

“And that the President he requested to lay be- 
fore this House copies of all documents relating to 
the regulation of the late treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians, and of ah communications of the Chero- 
kez Todians relative thereto.” 

After some brief observations frem Mr. DAW- 
SON on the resolution, 

Mr. WISE wished to ask whether a report had 
not been already made by commissioners appoint- 
ed by the Executive. He understood that at least 
a thousand -cases of fraud had been made out, but 
which had never been reported to the House. He 
said he gathered his information froin an agent, 
recently returned from ameng the Cherokees, whom 
he knew to be a gentleman, and any statement he 
made respecting those oppressed peop'e might be 
safely relied upon as correct. Mr. W. then al- 
Juded to the practice of making citizens of foreign- 
ers, whose views were f-equently inimical to our 
own, and asked upon what principle of justice the 
Government refused to graut the prayer of the 
Cherokee Indians, who wished to become natu- 
ralized. Thus (said Mr. W.) they might be per- 
mitted to remain on the land of their forefathers, 
enjoying ail the benefits of our institutions, As a 
further reason why their wish should be granted, 
Mr. W. adverted to their high state of civilization. 
He thought it highly desirable that the report of the 
agent recently arrived from the Cherokees should 
be made to the House, in addition to the former 
information. 

Mr. DAWSON had no objection whatever to 
such a course. The object of his resolution was 
simply to ascertain the exact state of affairs at that 
time in relation to the treaty, and to Jay all the in- 
formation before the House. 

Mr. WISE proposed to amend the resolution, by 
adding to the end thereof: “ also, if any report has 
been made by the agent lately sent to the Chero- 
kees, and if not incompatible with the public inte- 
rest, that he communicate said report to this 
ILouse ;”? which modification was accepted. 

Mr. HOLSEY had nv desire to enter into a de- 
bate on this subject, but some observations, made 
by the gentleman from Virginia, made it his duty 
to say a few words inreply. That gentleman bad 
spoken of the Cherokees as an “oppressed people.” 
Without going into any argument on the sub- 
ject, he would simply allege, that they were within 
the jurisdiction of the State of Georgia, and for her 
policy, Georgia held herself responsible to none but 
God and her conscience. When the gentleman 
spoke so strongly and feelingly about oppres.ion, 
he evidently had his eye fixed on the policy of 
Georgia. He (Mr. H ) would repel the charges 
and insinuations thrown out against the State which 
he had the honor of representing. He would tell 


him that Georgia would stand upon her reserved | 


rights, and would never relinquish them. He 
woul! tell him that the people of Georgia would 
never consent to have naturalized Indians among 
them, who, civilized as they were said to be, were 
not fit to associate with free born citizens of the 
United Siates. What, he would ask, were they to 
have a nation of semi-barbarons people thrust upon 
them, and fastened forever upon the jurisdiction of 


| Georgia? That policy was one which would be 


repelled at all hazards; and her people would never 
submit to have a set of harpies forced upon her, to 
prey upon her substance. . Whenever such an 
aitempt should be made, it would meet with a 
determined resistance. ks 

Mr. WISE was of opinion that the gentleman, 
in-his remarks, had exhibited a great deal of unne- 
cessary zeal about Georgia, as, in his ‘observations 
on the oppression of the Indians, he had alluded to 


‘ the General Government, and not to the Slate of 


Georgia. He had not “the policy of Georgia, in 
his eye,” but the Legislative and Executive branches 
of the General Government, which were the op- 
pressors of the Indians, and by whose officers a 
treaty had been foreed upon them. Yes, if they 
would give him but twelve honest men of the State 
of Georgia, he would prove it by that jury that the 
treaty had been forced. upon the Cherokees in the 
face of the officers of oar own standing army, and 
thus incurring the liability ofa war. Mr. W. then 
made some allusions to the fermer and present 
policy of Georgia. He contended that notwith- 
standing what had been said by the member: from 
that State, about the resistance which would be 
made to any attempt to naturalize the Cherokees, it 
was his conviction that there was no lawyer in 
Georgia who would deny the right of the General 
Government to accomplish it. In his opinion, the 
Government had just as good a right to make an 
Indian a citizen, as an Irishman; and if they were 
made citizens, it would be no disparagement to the 
citizens of Georgia. They had now in the city a 
Georgian, who was Secretary of State; and they 
had, also, an Indian from Georgia of the Cherokee 
tribe, named John Ross, who would, at any time, 
compare in intellect and moral honesty with John 
Forsyth. He wished to know why such Indians as 
these were not as eligible to become citizens as the 
hordes of foreigners from the old world. The Che- 
rokees had assisted in fighting the battles of our 
country, and had fought side by side with the white 
man in the struggle for her liberties; and what rea- 
son could be assigned why they should not share in 
its beneficial results? í 

Mr. GLASCOCK regretted that any unnecessary 
discussion had arisen on the resolution offered by 
his colleague. He understood the motives of his 
colleague were simply to put the House in possés- 
sion of the instruction which. was needed, and to 
let the people of Georgia know what they might 


“expect from the General Government in relation to 


the fulfilment of the. treaty, and their peculiar 
situation. He regretted that his colleague should 
have deemed it necessary to allude to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wises) but 
as the policy of Georgia had been attacked, he 
would observe that Georgia had assumed a certain 
line of conduct in relation to the Cherokees; and 
she would, at all hazards, pursue that policy. It 
seemed to him, that if the gentleman had any mea- 
sure to propose in relation to John Ross, or the 
naturalization of the Indians, the most proper 
course would be to bring in a special bill for that 
purpose, as it was totally irrelevant and uncon- 
nected. with the present question. With regard to 
the intellect of John Ross, he was willing to admit 
that he was a man of excellent judgment; but when 
an atiempt was made to compare him with the 
Secretary of State, he thought it a most extracrdi- 
nary comparison, coming from a man of such dis- 
cernment as the gentleman from Virginia. 

But the pecple of Georgia were anxious to know 
what course the General Government intended to 
pursue, in order that tacy might take their own 
measures accordingly. The treaty having been 
made, Georgia expected all the facility in the power 
of Government to carry it into effect, and that all 
the requisite assistance would be granted by the 
Seerctary of War. 

The gentleman talked about fraud and oppres- 
sion; but he would ask him if this were the proper 
occasion for sucha charge, now that the treaty had 
received the sanction of both Houses, and beeome 
the law of the land? If he recollected right, the 
gentleman from Virginia himself voted in favor of 
the treaty. 

Mr. WISE. No. I beg to say that such was 
not the case. I battled it for four years. - - 

Mr. GLASCOCK, Well, it received the sanc- 
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tion ‘of a lange majority in-this House and in the 
Senate; and. ivis.enough for Pee that. the 
treaty. toas made the. law: “of the land, and carried 


inte effect. “Mr. G. then: proceeded at some length | 


‘to trace, the ‘probable evil results of. the present. dis- 
cussion; and the bad. feeling it would cause among 
ld, i 


U ulfilment-of the treaty, and 
as... posšible; that -depréedations “might 
arise, and the same Scenes again, altsmpted, which 
de humanity shudder, ~. 

M GRAHAM, moved to. farther modify the re- 
ion, by striking oùt. “State of Georgia,” and 
inserting “the said tribe. of Indians east.of the Mis- 
sissippi river.”. 

Mr. DAWSON felt glad that the resolation had 
given ‘tise to the present discussion, “as. it had 
thrown open. the subject in. such a way às. to give 
him and his: colleagues. an opportunity of stating 
the -trae condition -of ‘things. He, for. one, was 
proud.to avow.to.the world that the Cherokee In- 
dians were. the most moral ‘of any tribe in the Uni- 
ted States... But to-what cause was it to. be: attri- 
buted, He would tell them... Their high state of 
civilization had grown out ol. the humane policy 
pursued. toward them: by their. neighbors... It was 
the peopl of Georgia who had accomplished it, by 
estab! missionaries -among:them, and adopt- 
ing ol Jutary-measures. “The Legislature of 
Georgia had thrown her protection. around them, 
and placed them. upon the same footing. as. the 
white man, and injuries could no more? be inflicted 


upon an Indian with impunity, than thay could up- 


on their own citizens. But his object in offering 
the resolution, was that the. true state-of affairs 
might be made known. to the country. Georgia 
desired not.to interfere with any arrangements of 
the General Government, but in justice to herself 
required information, as to the course the Govern- 
ment intended to pursue. 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks, in which 
he, endeavored to show that no. treaty had ever 
been made by the Cherokees,.and that the agents 
élaimed to have. represented them had not 
been, uthorized soto. do; consequently, it would 
justto attempt to force them from 

in pursuance of a, pretended treaty, 
: had ever been made or 
hat: view, bhe moved an 
dment to ‘the resolution, | as.follows:: ‘ and 
that the President be requested -to'lay before this 
House copies of all documents relating to. the regu- 
lation of the late treaty with the Cherokee Indians, 
and. of all communications of the Cherokee Indians 
relating thereto.” 

Mr "HOLSEY. replied at length. He urged that, 
the i aty having. been made, atid confirmed by 
Congress, the, Executive had a right:10. make use 
of, the standing force of the nation to compel, its 
Tolfilment ; 

Mr. WISE ‘was. in ; favor 
offered by. the gentleman trom’. Vermont, (Mr. 
Ey forh 


e was certain that, when all the do- 
è examined, here was no. man 


ETT to. wuhdraw. his amendment. 
er. remarks. from Messrs. EVE- 


nthe original resolution, 
Mr. Dawson Jand: the 
; honorable gentleman 
from Vermont, (Mr. E erett.) 
ths resolution wasto obtain information from the 
War Department touching. the progress made. in 
` the execution of ihe Cherokee trealy, and the mea- 
sures. which might hereafter become necessary- to 
enforce its fulfilment. 
information for the RN of quieting the minds 
of our constituents living in. the Cherokee country: 
,„ From the amendment itself, proposed 
able gentleman from: Vermont, it. was 
this object was. to bring up. the ques- 
y or no treaty.. Bat. that honorable 
d inetly avowed it tobe hiscobject 
ion... it was, he, believed; -the 
first time he had ever heard it ‘avowed that this 


n amanner, countenance | 


a the amendment 


Ve desired. to. obtain that- || 


House was the trealy-making. power. . Mr. H. 


j| would not request the honorable member from 


Vermont to withdraw his propused amendment, as 
he did not suppose he could be more successful in 
| appealing to his courtesy than others had been, to 
whom. ithad been denied. He would not go. into 
the numerous topics which had been. drawn into 
this discussion.. Of the arguments of the. honora- 
‘ble gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Everett,) and 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) 
he would. say, that their sum. and substance was 
this: that a treaty was very good if they liked it, 
and. very bad if they did not like it. 
Mr. DAWSON again expressed a hope that the 
amendment of Mr. Everett would be withdrawn. 
` Mr. OWENS moved to lay it on the table; but 
the question being taken on his motion, it was lost. 
After some. further debate between Messrs. 
WISE, GRANTLAND, TOWNS and EVER 
ETT, the question was taken on Mr.. Everett's 
amendment, and rejected without a division. 


The resolution, as modified by Mr. Wise, was 


then agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following: “And 
that the President be requested to lay before this 
House copies of all documents relating to the re- 
guiation of the late treaty with the Cherokee In- 
dians, and of all communications of the Cherokee 
Indians.relative thereto.” 

Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 
EVERETT, WISE, GRANTLAND, TOWNS, 
and GLASCOCK; when 

Mr. OWENS moved to lay. the whole subject on 
the table: lust. 

Mr.. HAYNES then spoke for some time against 
the proposed amendment of Mr. EVERETT, “when 
the question was taken, and it was rejected, without 
a division. 

“The resolution as modified was then agreed to. 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 


sented by— 
Mr.. ELMORE, of South Carolina. 
Messrs. GRAHAM, CONNOR, and WIL- 


_LIAMS, of North Carglina. 

Mr: WISE, of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. GOODE; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
he instructed to Inquire ino the expediency of re- 
porting a bill providing for. the selection of other 
school lands tor the Indian reservation in the State 
of Ohio (hereinafter mentioned) latterly purchased 
of the Indians by the United Siates. ‘The section 
sixteen in these reservations having been decided not 
to be appropriated for the support of-sehools. 

The reservations are Blanchard creek, Acqug- 
noxas village, Lewistown, Wappankannitta, Hoa 
creek, Big Spring, Seneca, and Ottawa. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of re-establishing the mail route from 
Slainterville to Pendleton village, in the State of 
South Carolina. 

On. motion of Mr. RUMSEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail: route from Green- 
ville, in. Muhlenberg county, Kentucky, by the 


mouth of Muddy river, to Morgantown, in the- 


county of Butler. > 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the. Committee-on Indian Affairs 
be instructed 10 inquire into:the expediency of al- 
lowing snterest.on the amount of a claim granied 
to the legal - “representatives of James Brown, de- 
ceased, by act of Congress of June, 1834. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, — 

_ Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instrueted to inquire into the expedien- 
ty of placing Capt. Jacob White, of Kentucky, on 
the pension list. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instracted to. inguire. “iato. the propriety of 
making.an appropriation to complete the improve- 
ments under contact upon. Green and. Big Barren 
rivers, in Kentucky; andto- make such other im- 
| provements as shall cari ack water navigation 


| upon those rivers to the h gh st navigable points. 


On nivtion orMr. GRA AVES, 

Hesolved, That the Committee on he Post Ollice 
aud Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a. mail» route. from 
Shelbyville to Connorsville, i in Shelby county, Ken- 
tacky ; and another from. Neweast!e to Wallace- 
ville, Henry county, Kentucky, - 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into thë. propriety 
of placing Mrs. Frances Chandler on the pension -7 
roli, on account of the seivices of her deceased 
husband, Daniel Chandler. 

On motion of -Mr. OWENS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be réquested to communicate to this House the 
causes which have prevented a compliance with 
the resolution of this House passed the 24th Febru- 
ary, 1837; in relation to alleged frauds committed 
upon the ‘Indians. l 
On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Rey- 
noldsburg, in Franklin county, via West Canoljton, 
to Lancaster, in the county of Fairfield, O. | 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Po-t Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into th? 
expediency of establishing a mail route from War- 
ren, in the coanty of Trambuil, O. by the way. of 
Garrettsville and Aurora, in the county of Portage, 
to the city of Cleaveland, in Cuyahoga county, 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and. Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the’ expediency of 
making an appropriation for the purpose. of defray~ 
ing the expenses of draining Pield’s Lake and 
Baye u———, near the river ———, State, of Lous 
isiana. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency ef 

making an appropriation to defray the expenses of 
draining Lake Fields, and Bayou L’Eaubleue, 
near the river "La Fourche, in the State of Louisi- 
ana 

On motion of Mr. SHEPARD of Norh Ca- 
rolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route ‘from 
Waynesborough, North ‚Carolina, to Strabane, in 
the county of Lenoir, passikg by Whiltefield’s Mills 
to Jericho; also, a post route from Washington, North 
Carolina, to Portsmouth, within the same State. 

On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of restoring the name of William Cum- 
ming and Christopher Eaten of North Carolina to 
the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committec on the Post Ovlice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Nor- 
wood’s Store, North Carolina, to Mt. Comfort, by 
the way of the Rocky River Springs and: Jacob 
Eford’s. 
~ ‘On motion of Mr. KILGORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Ruads be instructed to inquire inio the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route frora Mon- 
reeville, Jefferson county, to New Lisbon, Co- 
lumbiana county, Ohio. 

Ou motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to report the number of messengers and 
pages that-are necessary for the despatch of the pub- 
lic business of this House, with the compensation 
that should be given to them in full for their. ser- 
vices. 

On motion-of Mr. MAURY, 

Resolvéd, That the Commitee, en -Comimerce be 
instructed to inquire into the pees of report- 
ing a bill making the lown-of Paducah, Kentucky, 
situated at the mouth of the Tennessee on the Onie 
river, a portof entry. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Pus: OF; 


Oice 


and Post Roads be instriicted to inquire into the ex- 


pediency of establishing a iaifl-route Irom Louis- 

ville by. Jefferson, Taylorsville, Bloomfield, &c. 

to Maxwell, in Washington county, Kentucky. `. 
On motion‘of Mr. C.H. WILLIAMS, neve 

_ Resolved, That the Committee. on Commerce be 

instructed to'inquire into the expediency: of adding 


Memphis to the: number of ‘sites for marine hospi- 


tals‘on the western waters, already selected by the 

medical board: appointed for that purpose, and re- 
Oń motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, . 
Résolved, That the Committee on the Post’ Office 

and Post Roads be “instriicted to, inquire “into. the 


ported by them to this House at the present session. 


expediency of providing; for the use of the Post Of-. } 


fice Department, maps showing the post offices and 
post roads... te ee oe A 
On motion:of Mr. MONTGOMERY, - 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be‘instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of So altering the present tariff of post- 
‘age ‘charged. upon letters, pamphlets, &e. trans- 
mitted-by ‘mail, that. it. shall- correspond with the 
coin of the United States. “ote 

Oa motion of Mr. HAMER, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency’ of establishing a ‘post route. throngh 
Georgetown, in Brown. county, through. Feesburg 
and: New Boston, to Felicity, in Clermont ‘county, 
Ohio; also; a post route from Russelville through 
Arnhèim to Sardinia; in Brown county, Ohio. 

Mr. WISE, on leave, submitted the following 
resolution: : : 

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of 
members, be appointed, to: inquire into the expe- 
dieney of so amending the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, as to prohibit the appointment of mem- 
‘bess. of “Congress: to “Executive offices during the 
time for- which they are'elected Benators or Repre- 
sentatives, and the time of two-years thereafter. 

‘After ‘some . remarks from Messrs, WISE, 
HAYNES, WILLIAMS of North Carolina, UN- 
DER WOOD and YELL, and before the question 
Was taken, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


-IN SENATE, 
Turspay, January 2, 1838. 

Nv, BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Benoit Henri Lubitsh-Klimkiewitch, late a liente- 
nant-colonel.in the: Polish service, and nephew of 
Thaddeus Kosciusko, for relief. . 

_ Mr, B. remarked that the petitioner was now 
in Philadelphia: in great distress. He only sked 
of Congress a grant of jand to which he could 
retire, and by his exertions sustain himself; or 
would even be satisfied to purchase a section of 
jand, on risk of his own ability to pay for the same 
at Government price in the course. of one or two 
years: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McKEAN presented petitions of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, against the annexation of Texas: 
laid on the table. ere” l 

Mr. RUGGLES. presented the petition of Anna 
Boyd, widow of a Revolutionary officer, for relief: 
referred. : . 

Mr. NORVELL presented the. petition of 109 
citizens of Berrien county, Miebigan, for the enact- 
ment of a general pre-emption law: referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented memorials of citizens 


of Maine, against the annexation of Texas, and on-l. 


ne snbjeet of the abolition of slavery: laid on the 
table, 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
‘arge number of citizens of: Philadelphia, relative 
to the sudden discharge of. five hundred mechanies 
srom the navy yard in that city, and asking an ap- 
propriation for the. completion of the frigate Rari- 
ian, uow on the stocks; thas affording employment 
for said mechanics, ie 

Mr. Buchanan, in presenting this memorial, 
would make a single remark in relation to it, A 
very large nnmber of industrious and skilful me- 


chanws had been suddenly deprived of employment, 


slike navy yard in Philadeiphis, at this incle- 

pf season. of the year. ` Many of them wilh 
e faiilies, were now m a suliering condition, 
ont the Hoje of relief daring the present win- 


“ployed upon this frigate. 


fer, ‘unless the Governtnent 
ployment... They ask only thgt they: may be per- 
mitted to give a fair. equivalent.in labor, when itis 


required to bé performed by the public interest, for : 


bread for themselyes; their- wives. and their chil-. 
dren. ` It had been représented_ to him, and was so 
stated in the ‘Ynemorials, -that the frigate Raritan 


_was then decaying on-the stocks in-the navy yard p 
at Philadelphia. If this were’ the fact, and he had 
no reason to doubt ‘it; the interest of the. United ` 


States required that these mechanics should be em- 
Pablie policy thus. har- 
monised withthe claims of humanity. He begged. 
leave, therefore, to commend the claims of these 
suffering mechanics to the favorable and imme- 
diate attention of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ar 
Mr. Bucuanan’ also presented ten memorials 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, against the annexa~ 


ation of Texas. Also, three on the subject of aboli- 


uon; a motion to receive which was laid on the 
table. - $ 

Also; two from the same, for the’ alteration of 
certain post routes: referred to the Committee on 
the: Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, for 
a dry dock in that city : referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens ‘of Illinois, praying the establish- 
ment of a national army at the falls of the Wa- 
bash fiver: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Temperance Society, to abolish 
the use of ardent spirits in the navy: referred to 
the.Committee on Naval Affairs. ' 


- Private petitions were also presented-by Messrs. | 


‘GRUNDY; TIPTON, PRESTON, SOUTHARD, | 


NILES, CUTHBERT, and KING, and severally 
appropriately referred. 


Mr. WHITE introduced a bill for the relief of | 


the heirs of Henry Fisher : read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS introduced a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Gustavus Warner ; also for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Wm, Ramsay : severally read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of R. S. Cox; 


Mr. WALL, from the same, reported a bill to | 
prevent the counterfeit of foreign coins: severally | 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. BENTON introduced a bill to abolish duty 


on Indian “blankets and Indian goods generally: j 


read, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
tue Senate the result of a survey of the Black, 


White, and St. Francis rivers, together with esti- | 
mates of the expense cf rendering the same navi- 


gable. N 
On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of al- | 


tering post routes from Rome, Ga. to Somerville, 
Ala. and other places; also, the reference of seven 
petitions on the same subject to the ‘same commit- 
tee: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 


Resolu:d, That the Committee on Publie Lands | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
ereasing the salary of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, so as to beara just proportion 


to the salaries of other officers in the Executive | 


Department. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolutions and reports of the Committee of 
Claims, adverse to petitions of John Burke; a'so, | 
James Pardee; also, John M’Donald; which were | t $ 

ji poor-house, or asyium, which is already filled: by 


adopted. 


Bill. to amend the act of 1790, relative to the i 
punishment of certain crimes against the “United ; 
States, in capital eases, was read a third time and | 


passed. 


The bill for the relief of the executrix of the | 
late Richard W. Meade, was then taken up, and f 


on the question of its passage, 


will ‘afford them era= | 


-some degree. of care. 


` propriate. money for the erection’ of a hospital 


‘as he coald, the reasons which induced the commit 


| by the bill? 


Mr. WRIGHT said he would like it to. 
poned until the day after to-morrow, in or 
he might have time te look into: its. merit 
l He had examine: 
years ago, when he was first in the House of 
presentalives, but not, since that periód. > It : 
bill involving an important principle, as. well. 
the appropriation of.an immense amount of m 
or he would not have asked this delay on the 
tion of its final passage. He would pledge himsel 
not-to ask for a further postponement, < 
~ Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he had. no ‘obj 
tion to the postponement, ‘convinced,’ as he 
thet the more it was examined, the more woul 

justice become apparent. : 

The motion to postpone was adopted. 

The bill to authorize the erection of a hospital 
the City of Washington, and for ether purpos 
was then taken gp, when ue 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved its recom 
ment to’ the Commitiee on the District of Colum, 
bia, on the ground that they were.called on to ap 


without proper data or plan. He thought the: tn 
course would be to have a full report from: 
committee, setting forth the plan of the building, 
the expense of: erection, cost of maintenanée, 
which the Senate could act understandingly. < 
Mr. WILLIAMS had hoped that the chairman 
of the Committee for the Distriet of Colum 
would have been in-his place when this bill ‘shor 
be acted upon, but as he is not, would state, as well 


to report it, "The bill provides for the ‘erection 
a hospital in the District of Columbia, for the 
commodation and relief of the insane of the Dis 
for such sick, and indigent soldiers, seamen, 
others, as may be admitted under regulations h 
after to be adopted. ' Tun 
Is there necessity for soch an establishment, and. 
is itsuch ar ebject as calls for the favor and pä- 
tronage of the nation? , f Bie 
It is now well understood that insanity is a disease 
as capable of being relieved and cured by proper 
treatment, and with suitable accommodations, as. 
other acute diseases to which men are subject; and ., 
when attended to in its early stages, the proportion 
of cures is as great in this as in other diseases. A’ 
principal instrament in procuring relief and: reed-*: 
very for the insane is comfortable and cleanly.ac 
commodations, and kind treatment; and these eai. 
not often be had without some such an establishment 
as is proposed by the bill under cousideration, The 
committee were not informed of the number ofin- 
sane persons within the District, but it is believed ` 
that inthe United States the average is aboat one 
ina thousand of population; and as the population |. 
of the District of Columbia. is said‘to be from 30 to... 
40,000, itis. safe to estimate that there are from 3 |. 
tv 40 insane persons in the District. Beside the ° 
insane, there are many persons annually who come 
to the seat of Government to ask of Congress what 
they consider to be due to them;. and they remaii 
pursuing their claims until their means of support 
are exhausted, and many of them are compelled. te: 
ask charity from their representatives, or be throwtt 
upon the District for relief. Many of these are 
soldiers and seamen who have served their coni- 
iry, and think themselves entitled to the bounty. of: 
their Government, but whose means are not ade- 
quate to their support while waiting the slow. pro- 
gress of the acts of Congress for their relief. Now, 
unless such persons can obtain charity from their 
representatives in Congress, or friends whom they 
may happen te find here, they must be threwnaipon 
the city authorities for support. And why should 
the city be at the charge of furnishing support to 
such persons, not belonging to the city? There is. 
not only no reason Jor it, but the city has not, in 
fact, the means of affording it. The only building 
provided by the city for the relief of the poor isa 


persons belonging to the city, and who have a right 
to be supported there. Is it not, then, ‘right and 
proper that the nation should be at the expense of 
providing such accommodation as is contemplated 
Is it not an object worthy the endow- 
ment of Coogress? In reply to inquiries as to the 


i sizeof the building consemplated to be erected; and 


: 


i. millions before they were finished. 


the 
poen 


of sach a building a 


prepared by Mr. 


pal centre building 106 feat long a feet wi 
1l centre Duile UU feet long and 58 feet wide, 
with wings at each end 25 feet wide, projecting. 20 
A front ana 37 feet in rear on 
ding; to. be three ‘stories high,” and made of. 
ammered sone, } yrii igh, ánd máde`of- 
dollars, and would accommodate 120 patients añ 
ars, and w accom! a i and: 
30 insane persons, swith all attends, matrons 
and assistants. - The ‘committee “were “disposed. to 
adopt a less expensive plan, and reported an appro- 


dent, under whose contro} the whole subject was to 
be placed, would’ take all necessary means to as- 
eertain the best plan, before he would sahetionit 

Sul, however, if the Senate ‘were not satisfied 
with the information now communicated, he had 
not the least. objeation to the recommitment of the 


bill to the committee who reported it. 


Mr. SEVIER said when it was under considera: 


tion the other day he had offered an amendment 


going to'embrace seamen, soldiers, and every body | 


else; he thought if it were contempfixted to build an 
immense poor house in the District’ it was as well 
to “make it. as extensively useful. as possible. 


He would ‘withdraw his amendment, however, ` 
as, in” this city: he “found “that . said’ soldiers: 


and sailors: (of: ‘which there’ were.very few) 
were already. provided: for,“ and there. was a 
poor house, ‘for the ‘poor of. the. District, pro- 
vided by its authorities. ; 
hospital here in the shape of a general alms-house 
we should have the poor and beggars from all 
quarters asking to be received, where they could 
have a living better even than those who labored 
honestly for it. Another great objection -to his 
mind was, that ne estimate had been furnished—no 
ground on which to go—and if we went on to legis- 
late thus loosely, we might be called on to make 
appropriation after appropriation, like we had for 
the Treasury and Patent Offices, which would cost 


Mr. NILES wished the bill recommitted, in or- 
der that there might be some specific plan. He was 
opposed to the erection of a magnificent edifice in 
the metropolis, for the purpose named. He wish- 
ed the whole proposed plan before the Senate, and 
alluded toappropriations: which had. before been 
made, and fallen short: of the accomplishment of 


their. objects, and the -one now contemplated ` 


might -be graduated: on” the ‘same scale of magnifi- 
cence. oe areas ayo 


Mr. WILLIAMS made a reply to. Mr. Niles, 


and had the memorial of the Board of Health of 
the. District read. : 

The bill was ordered to be recommitted to the 
Conimittee: for the District of Columbia. 

The bill forthe relief of James: Witherall was 
then taken up, and, after being amended, was or- 
dered to bs engrossed for a’ third reading. 

The bill forthe relief of John Newton: came-up, 
and, was so amended, on motion of Mr. FUL- 
TON, as to apply to alisimilar cases, and authoriz- 
ing all claimants to bounty lands to surrender them 
aud to locate anew; said law to continue in force five 
years. The bill was then read, and ordered to be 
ngrossed. : 

‘The bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick 
Leigle ; also, of Samucl Miller: also, of David 
Stone; also, to amend the act’ for. the better orga- 
nization: of the marine corps; also, for the relief 
of Andrew Armstrong ; also, of Gaetano Carusi; 
also, of the heirs of Moses Elmer; also, of Jobn 
Gordon; also, of the heirs of Maj. Peter Helfersiein; 
also, to abolish public executions in capital cases ; 
also, for the relief of Joseph Boggy; also, of Se- 
bastian Butcher; and the bill to enforce the act of 
Jaly 9, 1832, for the adjustment of private land 


claims in Missouri, were severally read, and erder- 
ad to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to revoke the charters.of certain banks 
in the District or Columbia was then taken up ; 
and, on motoa of Mr. W RIGHT, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed till Monday next. 

And then o 

The Senate adjourned: 


“of ‘the Centre. 


would cost from 110 to 115,000 - 


If we built an immense: 


of it, he woud State that “the: Presi eat oe 
$ fe WOTA state that: ésident ofgi 
the Board of ‘Health had farnished-an. estimate of {i 


‘ Sine mippbted night he-t 
See. Dy Mills, Architect of Public f| resolutio ich was agre z7 
‘Buildings, and which was to-consist of one phibel: a esolution, phish: as agreed to 


priation of 50,000 dollars, relying that the Presi--| 


$ 


D i Wena 
Mr. TOWNS, on -le 


audary 3, 1838 7 
ave, submitted thé following. 


` Resolved, E Com : he in 
structed to inquire into, the expediency of allowing 


| the claim of -Zachariah Philips, for property de> 


stroyed bythe Creek Indians in the years 1817 


and 1818 jand.that all papers relating to said claim 
be referred.to said-eommittee. : f 


Mr... HAYNES asked leave to move that the 


‘House resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole 
‘on-the state of the Union on. the: Presidents Mes- 
Sage, but-it was objected. to. i 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION 7 
On motion of Mr. BELL, the rales were sus- 


‘pended to enable him. to offer the following resolu- 


tion? - 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, in 
‘making a report agreeably to the order of the 
‘House, of the facts in the case of the application of 
S. S. Prentiss and- J. J. Word, to be admitted and 
qualified as members of the 25th Congress from 
the Staté of Mississippi, be directed to discriminate 
between the evidence submitted to the Committee 
of Elections-at the late called session, under the re- 
solution: of the House directing an inquiry whether 
J. H: Claiborne and S. J. Gholson were entitled to 
their seats as members from the same State, and the 
evidence submittéd at the present session. 

Mr. HAMER saw ao. necessity for the adoption 
of this resolution, as ‘under the recent order, the 
committee were required to make a full statement 
of all the facts, and to give a complete -view of 
the case, and it seemed to him,as 2 matter of 
course, that they must neticé what-took place at 
the late extra session. It seemed really to be a 
work of supererogation to require the. committee 
to discriminate, and unless he heard some good 
reason assigned, he should vote agaist the resolue 
tion. 

Mr. BELL said, that when he offered. the reso- 
lution he was not aware that the order of the House 
had instructed the Committee to report on the facts 
and evidence adduced at: the last session. But it 
was his opinion that the literal construction of. the 
order did not require the Committee to make that 


statement, atleast not a full statement. He thought: 


it material that: the Hfouse should know on what 
evidence its former decision had been. made. It 
was nothing but right that the House should have 
the advantage of any new facts which may have 
come.to light, or it might appear that there had 
been a mis-statement of facts, or fraud, at the 
former. adjudication, although he did net mean to 
say that such had been the case. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was of opinion that to those 
gentlemen who looked upon the decision. of the 
last session asa judgment, it: was important that 
the case should be again renewed, if new evidence 


gould be adduced. 


Mr. HAMER saw no reason to induce him to 
withdraw -his opposition to the resolution. The 
facts-of the case at the last session were familiar to 
every gentleman. in the House, and all the eyi- 
dence taken before: that Committee could easily be 
obtained. 

After some further remarks from Mr. BELL, 

Mr. CILLEY saw no necessity for adopting the 
resolution, in as much as the committee would 


. report on all the facts, when the House could dis- 


criminate for itself. . But with a view of removing 
all objections, he would move to amend the resolu- 
tion, by instructing the committee toreport on all 
the facts at the called session as well as at the 
present. : 

Mr. WISE viewed the members af the cam- 
mittee as analogous fo commissioners in chancery, 
who were almost invariably instructed to present 
their aecounts in a certain form. 


duty, 
Mr. PATTON suggested to Mr. BELL that his 

resoluiion appeared rather calculated to confuse 

the question, He was of opinion that the. order 

already made by the House wou'd cover all the 

ground contemplated. 

“Mr. PARKER was opposed. to the reseiuticn a: 


That the Committee of Claims be ing || 


He could see no 7 
disrespect in instructing the members of the com- ; 
mittee, or any other public servants, to do their! 


| wholly. unnecssary, and uncalled for by the circum- 
| stancesof the ease. . With that view, he moved i¢ 
| ‘ay it; together with the amendment.on the table.: 
! "On this motion, Mr. BELL. asked for the yeas 
and vays; which being ordered—were. yers 96 ; 

92.. So-thé resolution was laid upon: the table. « 
| Mr. REED moved:a. suspension of the rales for. 


| the purpose of calling ‘the-residue of the States for, 
| petitions, commencing at the. point where, the 
| House left off yesterday, (at Virginia;) which was 
| agréed to-—I06:to 34° pies F 
i Petitions and memorials. were -accordingly pre- 
| sented by Messrs. PATTON, MERCER, JONES, 
l 

{ 

i 


and TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 


d : : 
Messrs. JENIFER, McKIM, and C. JOHN- 
SON, of Maryland. 5 CSRS 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. f 


| Messrs. OGLE, HENRY, DAVIS, -F 
i 


|| PAYNTER, PLUMER, POTTER, DARLING- 
PON, NAYLOR. WAGENER, TOLAND,. M. 
MORRIS, PETRIKEN, and LOGAN, of Penn- 
sylvania. ` , 
| {Mr. Fry presented the petition of twenty-two | 


ladies of Montgomery county, Pennsylvauia, 
against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. Also, the petition of same. twenty-two las 
dies, praying the abolition of slavery aud the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia.. Also, the peti- 
tion of the same twenty-two ladies, and one other; 
making twenty-three, for the same purpose. Also, 
the petition of the same twenty-two ladies and six. 
others, praying an entire prohibition of the. slave 
trade. Also, the petition of the same twenty-two 
ladies and eight others, praying Congress to admit 
no new State into the Union which tolerates slave- 
ry. Also, the petition ef eighty-seven other ladies 
of Montgomery. county, Pennsylvania, earnestly 
praying Congress immediately to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and in. the Territories 
' of the United States. Also, the petition of the 
heirs of the late Gen. Stephen Moylan, for relief.) 

[Mr. M. Monis presented eleven petitions, one 
signed by 45 persons, against the admission of any 
new State into the Union, that tolerates slavery. 
Two petitions signed, the one by 23 and we other 
by 51 women, for the abolition of slavery ny the 
District of Columbia; and. one other petition; sigh- 
ed by 39 persons, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Also, two petitions, one 
signed by 52 and. the other by 57 women, against. 
the annexation of Texas to the United States; anc ~ 
five other petitions against the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, ene signed. by 9, another by 
15, another by 36, another by 44, and another by 
73 persons, all of the county of Bucks, Pennsyl- 
vania.] 

Mr. HALSTEAD of New Jersey. 

Messrs. BROADHEAD, JONES, PARKER, 
McCLELLAN, VANDERVEER, PRENTISS, 
GRANT, GALLUP, CURTIS, CHILDS, DE 
GRAFF, and MARVIN of New York. 

[Mr. Parker presented: the petion of March 
Farrington of Delhi, Delaware county, N. Y. to 
be put on the invalid pension list: referred to th 
| Committee of Invalid. Pensions.] : 

{Mr. Granr presented the following petitions: 
| The petition of Somerville Johnson, jr. and seventy- 
| 


five other legal voters of the town of Palermo, in 
the county of Oswege, and in the State of New 
York, and Lucretia Powers and eighty-three. we- 
men of the same place, praying the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in th 
Territories of the United States where they exist. 
| The petition of Lewis Johnson and eighty legal 
voters, and ef Hannah Mason and eighty-six 
women of the same town and. county, against the 
| admission into this Union of any new Stale whose 
' Constitution tolerates domestic slavery. "The peti- 
tion of William K. Burt and seventy-five other 
| tegal voters, and of Amy Ruth and eighty-fiv 
women of the same place, praying the imate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
| District of Colurabia. . The petition of Joba.) 
and seventy-three legal voters, and of Betsey 
A. Raymond and ‘seventy-nine. wemen of i 

saine, place, praying Congress to re 
nmeree in slaves among the seyxral 5 
nat iL may he immediately a! t 


habitants of said town. and county, and of Laura- 
Denton and twenty-two women of the same place, - 
for, the immediate abolition of slavery. and the 
slave trade in those Territories of the United States 
where they exist. The petition of George I. Jack- 
son’ and twenty-four inhabitants of said town, and 
of Maria Burdick and twenty women of the same 
place, for immediate abolition of slavery andthe 
slave trade.in the District of Columbia, The peti- 
tion.of L. Blackman and 28 other inhabitants, and 
of Pervey Ayer and twenty-one women, all of the 
same town, against the admission’ into ‘this Union 
of any new: “State whose Constitation tolerates 
domestic slavery. The petition of Joseph Kellogg 
and twenty-two other. inhabitants, and of Elmira 
Jackson and twenty-two women of the same town, 
praying Congress so to regulate the commerce in 
slaves among the several. States that it may be pro- 
hibited. The petition. of Nelson Burdick and 
- twenty-seven inhabitants, and of Eliza L. Douglass, 
of thé same town, against the admission into the 
Union of any new State whose Constitution tole- 
rates domestic slavery. The petition of A. C. 
Lord and twenty-seven inhabitants, and Matilda 
G. Seymour and twenty-seven women of the same 
town, for the immediate abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in those territories of the United 
States. where they exist. The petition of A. C. 
Lord and twenty-seven inhabitants, and of Matilda 
G. Lyman and twenty-three women of the same 
town, for the immediate abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. ‘The 
petition of S. Blake, jr. and twenty-eight inhabi- 
tants, and of Eunice Leavitt and twenty-eight wo- 
men of the same town, praying Congress to regu- 
late the commerce in slaves among the several 
States, that it may be immedi ately prohibited. 
The petition of William Dalloway and one hundred 
and eighjy-six other citizens of the State of New 
York, inhabiting the northern boundavy of the 
United States, praying for the construction of a 
ship and steamboat canal around the Falls of Ni- 
agara. The petition of thirty-one legal voters of 
the county of Oswego, in the State of New York, 
praying for the immediate abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade .in those Territories of 
the United States. where they now exist. 
The petition of thirty-one legal voters of the 
county of Oswego, in the State of New York, pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia... Phe petition of twenty- 
two legal voters of the county of Oswego, in the 
‘State of New York, praying Congress to reject all 
proposats for the annexation of Texas to this 
nion. The petition of thirty legal voters of the ` 
county of Oswego, in the State of New York, 
praying Congress not to admit. any State into this 
Union, whose Constitution tolerates domestic 
slavery.] 

[Mr. Curtis presented the. memorial of Thad- 
deus Fhelps'and Co. and others, holders of Neapo- 
titan indemnity stock certificates, proposing a trans- 
fer of the same to the United Siates, eliher for cash 
or in exchange for public stock of the United 
States. Also, the petition of John Havirs and 
others, concerned in.thé navigation of Long Island 
sound, proying that buoys may be placed as bea- 
cous at the mouth of Milford harbor, Connecticut.} 

[Mr. Caps presented the memorials of James 
Sherry and eighty other persons, inhabitants of the 
town of Henrietta, State of New York, asking the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
Disiriet of Columbia and the Territories of the 
United States,] 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, HOLT, HALEY, 
INGHAM, and PHELPS, of Connecticut. 

[Mr. Hour presented the petition of Elias Carpen- 
ter, of Sturbridge, Massachusetts, praying an in- 
erease of pension. Also, the petition of Jesse E. 
Dow, asking compensation for bearing despatches 
from the Mediterranean io the United States 
in 1836.) 

Mr. Marey presented the petition of 256 females, 
of the city of New London, in Connecticut, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, amd the slave trade in the Siates. Also, the 
petition of 271 females in the city of New London, 
n Conneticut, praying that Congress will not ad- 
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mit Texas into. hie Unii. and moved its relerençe 


to the Committee on: Foreign Affairs.] 
[Mr. Ixcham presented “the following 
Rebecca Noys: and others, heirs of. 


petitions: 
Paul Noys, 


asking payment of a debt due the deceased for Re- 


volutionary services: referred tothe Committee of 
Claims. Elizabeth Mays, asking an additional 
allowance as a navy pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. Widow of Colonel Jacob 
Kingsbury, asking payment of a Revolutionary 
claim due her late husband: referred to the Com- 
mittee. of Claims. Citizens ef Milford, Connec- 
tient, asking an appropriation for buoys en certain 
rocks in the harbor of that place : referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Eli Kimberly, keeper 
of the light-house on Falkner’s Island, asking an 
increase of compensation ; referred to the Commit- 
tec on Commerce. Sixteen petitions of citizens of 
Middlesex county, Connecticut, praying for the 
aboiition- of slavery, etc. in the District of Colum- 
bia: laid on the table, under the standing order of 


the House.] 


[Mr. Purves presented a petition of inhabi- 
tants of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
fixing on the falls of Beaver, in that county, asa 
proper site for a national armory West of the Al- 
leghany Mountatns. Also a petition of certain 
inhabitants of Hartland, Connecticut, and of Tol- 
- land, Massachusetts, in favor of the extension of a 
mail reute.] 

Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Island. 

Messis. BRIGGS, REED, LINCOLN, GREN- 
NELL, CALHOUN, CUSHING, HASTINGS, 
BORDEN, PARMENTER, and ADAMS of 
Massachusetts. 

{Mr. Cusnine moved that certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, presented by him 
last Congress on the right of petition be taken from 
the files, and referred to a select committee, with 
instruction to report a resoiution rescinding the 
(Mr. Patton’s) resolution, ordering all abolition pa- 
pers on the table. 

Mr. Wise reqnested the decision of the Chair, 
whether this motion did not itself come under the 
latter order? 

Before the Cran replied, 

Mr. Owens raised the question of consideration, 
which was decided to be the preliminary one. 

Mr. Jounson of Maryland, moved that the House 
adjourn. Lost. 

Messrs. Wise and Bett raised the question that 
the point of order should be first decided, on the 
ground that ctherwise the Honse might be called 
upon to vote on a proposition which might be out 
of order, or even impertinent. 

Mr. Apams inquired if the subject, being a peti- 
tion, must not stand over for debate. 

The Csa replied that the petition was not 
then under discussion, but the question of order. 
He added that there was ‘some weight in the sug- 
gestions on that point, and referring to a statement 
made by Mr. Cusuine of the contents of the 
aforesaid joint resolutions, which were to repeal 
Mr. Pincxney’s resolution, (in substance the same 
as that of Mr. Parron.) He then decided that 
the whole subject came under the order of the 
House ordering all papers relating to abolition to 
be laid on the table. 

‘The motion was accordingly so disposed of.} 

{Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Abi- 
gail G. Greene and 69 other women of Stoneham; 
of Mary P. F. Browne and 72 other women of 
Shirley; Relief W. Crafts and 69 other: women of 
Newton; Elza W. Harding and 91 other women 
of Waltham; Sarah Osgood and 230 other women 
of Westford; Catharine Moore and 208 other wo- 
men of Hopkinton; Marriet C. Kenrick and 47 
other women of Newton; Eliza H. Brvan and 159 
other women of Chelmsford; Sarah C. Rugg and 
199 other women of Groton: Sally Dana and 65 
other women of Dunstable; Mary S. P. Haywood 
and 114 other women of Ashby; Harriet N. Hart- 
‘well and 118 other women of Pepperell; Sally 
Fletcher and 54 other women of Carlisle; Ruhan- 
nah Parker and 38 other women of Newton; Eliza 
Philbrook and 89 other women of Brookline; Sarah 
P. Carter and 111 other women of Charlestown; 
M. Dana and 61 other women of Watertown; Har- 
riet S. Gridley and 1400 other women of Lowell; 


Melania A. Parker Teaid town and touni. and of Laura [omit Teras into this Union, and moveditereference {| Melania A: Parker and 415 other women of coun 
Middlesex—all the above in Massachusetts, 
for the abolition of slavery in the District. of C 
lumbia., ~ Also, the petition of Harriet; N. Har 
and 18 other women of Pepperell, and of Me 
Brawn and 158 other women. ‘of. Chelmsford, 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union, Jag 

Mr. CUSHMAN of New Hampshire, © i 

Messrs: WILLIAMS, EVANS, SMITH, and 


_NOYES, of Maine. 


(Mr. Smerra presented the petition of the : Portes 
land Marine Society,” for additional buoys: near: 
the entrance of Portland harbor, Maine. Also, 
petition of James Wyman for relief against. injus: 
ries received by him in the revenue cutter service. 
of the United States. Also, remonstrance -of 
ninety-five legal - voters of the town of North Yar- ` 
mouth, Maine, against the annexation of Texas. to 
the Union. ] 

Petitions were also further presented by Messts..: 
GOODE, TALIAFERRO, RENCHER, and HAR." 
LAN. . 

The CHAIR laid before the House two Execu- 
tive communications— 

1. From the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
list of the clerks in that Department. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of War, in relation to. 
the protection of the western frontier. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, referred to the Com: 
mitteeon Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Comnnittee of 
Ways and Means s, reported abill, making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty sti- 
pulations with various Indian tribes for the year. 
1838. : 

Mr. ©. explained as the reason why this bill had 
not been reported in twenty days, as required by 
the rule of the House, that the estimates from the 
Department did not all come in til the 17th. day. of 
the session. 

The bill was then read twice, and committed ‘to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, aiso reported a bill for the relief of Henr 
Lynch: read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a resolution referring certain esti- 
mates of the Indian bureau to the Committee- on 
Indian Affairs; which was concsrred in, 

Also, a similar resolution, referring similar mat- 
ters to the Committee on the Post Office and Post’ 
Roads: concurred in. 

Also a resolution referring certain matters therein: 
referred to the Committee on Nava! Affairs. 

“Mr. C, explained why the Committee of Ways 
and Means moved iheir discharge trom those stb- 
jects. By a rule of the Honse that committee 
could not report appropriations for any object, un- 
less it had been authorized by a pre-existing law. 
He also drew the atiention of ihe House to another 
very excellent rule, making itoni of order to move 
any amendment for which no law had been passed. 

Mr. RENCHER, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill for the relief of Timothy J. Pick- 
ering, with a recommendation that the same do not 
pass: committed. 

Mr. POPE, from the same. committee, reported 
a bill making appropriations for certain roads, for 
the year 1938: read twice and committed. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the reliefo? Samuel G. Walker 
of Boston: read twice and committed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Wepnespay, January 3, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, in obedience to a resolution of 
the Senate, relative to the protection of Indian and 
other emigrants on the northwestern, frontier 3 

Also, from the office of the Commissioner of 
indian Affairs, and trom. the Post Office. Depart 
ment, specifying the number of Clerks for the:year 
1837; which were severally laid on the table, and. 
ordered to be printed. 
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BUCHANAN ‘preseiied a petitition of John 
Healey, an aged citizen of Philadelphia, for anap- 
“propeiation: to erect a monument to General Wash- 
ington: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
"Also, from: the..starch. manufacturers of, Phila- 
i, praying the abolishment of the duties: ON- 
ried flour, the more effectually. to encourage’ 
Omestic starch. manufactory: -referred to the 
ttee'on. Domestic. Manufactures. 
y, three tiemorials from the ‘ejtizens of Dela- 
ennsylvania, remdonstrating against 


Me. SMITH of Indiana: presented a ‘petition for 
the right of way. through the public lands: referred 
tothe » Committee on Roads and Canals... 

M. WEBSTER presented the petition of Lucy 
Stila widow and daughter of Samuel Patton one 
of the Vermont seven: martyrs of the. Revolution, 
who was killed at the skirmish of Lexington, 19th 
April; 1795: referred to “the Committee. on Revo- 
lutionary Claims." 

Also, of J. H: Ryan for authority to issue a pa- 
tenti referred to the: Committee on Patents: 

Also, of Anna Leggitt, a. legal -representative of. 
y; olutionary. soldier, for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions.. __ 

‘from J. We Wells, praying. for return of 


sundry surplus duties paid by him: referred to the, 


‘Committee on Commerce. . 

Also, of Aaron Baldwin for similar purposes: re> 
ferred to. the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALE presented the petition from Royal 
Colton of Morristown, New Jersey, praying remu- 
neration, for property lost during the war, under 
the circumstance of his having at the time resided 
in Canada, and léaving which country to join the 
American standard, his property was, coniiscated: 
referred to the Committee on. Claims, and ordered 
to, be Printed, 

t. RIVES presented a memorial from nume- 
sof the United States Navy, remonstrat- 
ing against the return to rank of those who have 

‘gesigned or been dismissed from the service: refer- 
i to Committee : ‘on Naval ‘Affairs. 

“Morris: for a pension: referred to 


ited ‘the ‘petition ‘of Eleanor 

evolutienary. soldier, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Revolution 
ary Pensions. Also, a memorial from John Lang 
navy pensioner, praying for arrears of pension un- 

_ der the Tate act: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. : 


“Petitions “and memorials were presented by 
Messrs: WHITE, PIERCE, ‘CLAY of Alabama, | 


NICHOLAS, and HUBBARD. 

Mir WEBSTER gave notice “that he would, om 
to-morrow, ask eave introduce-a bill refunding 
duties paid:on Napier printing. presses.” 


‘MreDAVIS gave notice that he would on to- | 


morrow,. introduce a bill to” remunerate the captors 
“of the privateer Lydia.’ - `: 

oMr. 80 ARD., irom thé Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, eported ‘a bill. for the’ relief of the 
= Holen: -ordered to a -second 


ON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported ‘a. bill: authorizing examina- 
tion of the- improyement of “A. P. Qimby’s safety 
steamboiler: ordered tó a second reading, and made 
the Special. order of the day, for Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

Resolved, Fhat the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to-inquiie into the expediency of alter- 
ing and amending the laws, relative to the grant of 
consular certificates. 5 

‘On motion of Mr. SMITH of. Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inguire into the expediency of establishing by law 
amore uniform system in the Courts.of Equity. 

* On motion of Mr. TIPTON, =>. 

Resolved, That the Committee ‘onthe Judiciary 

nto the expediency of maling an. appro- 

the pens of the tc ellie of 
ti 


Petitions: aad memorials. were presented as fol- f 


annexation ‘of Texas}. which. were laid on the ĵ 


| 


Resolved, That the Committce on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing, as a port 
ofentry, Jersey City, in the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill granting the right 


‘of way through the public lands in Illinois for 


railroads and other internal improvements: read 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of James Witherell ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Ramsay ; 

The bill for the relief of Frederick Seigle ; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller ; 

The bill for the relief of David Stone ; 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong ; 

The bill for the relief of Getano Carusi; 


The Dill for the ‘relief of the. heirs of Moses 


Elman ; 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Peter Hel- 


-phenstein ; 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy ; 


The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 


others ; 
To explain and amend the act of June, 1834, for 


_ the-better organization of the marine corps; 


` To abolish public executions in capital cases ; 
To.continue in force the acts of-July, 1832, and 


March, 1833, for the adjustment. of private "land 


claims in Missouri ; : 

‘Were'severally read a-third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief. ofthe legal representatives 
of Jolm Jordon was also read and passed ; but, on 
motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the vote was reconsi- 
dered and the bill laid on ‘the table, in order that 
the committee might make some amendments. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named was taken up, and discussed at length. The 
bill was advocated by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama 
and KING, and opposed by Mr. SEVIER, and 
finally, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, was laidon 
the table, for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the special orders of the day. 

MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

{A slight sketch of these proceedings only is 
given. The remarks of the several speakers will 
be given from timerto time, as they are prepared 


ji from the reporters’ notes. ] 


The resolutions having been read by the Secre- 


tary, 

‘Mr. CALHOUN said. he did not rise with a view 
to discuss the merits of the doctrines in the resolu- 
tions,-but to repel the ground assumed by those op- 
posed to them in their peculiar regard for freedom 
of speech, freedom of press, and the sacred right of 
petition... His chief object in urging an early action 
was, that the. ground taken by these resolutions 
was distinctly different from that assumed by the 
other side; and his main wish in asking that the re- 
solutions from Vermont might be postponed, was a 
desire to meet.thern in a manner which he deemed 
most consonant. with the. duties he owed to the 
South as.an individual, and the relation he bore to 
the.country as a-firm and unflinching supporter of 
the Union. He had remarked, at the time the 
Vermont resolutions were presented, that if no 
other member called them up,.he pledged himself 
to do se. In the mean time, he had consulted his 
own mind as to the best mode of meeting the mo- 
mentaus subject, and had come to the fixed con- 
clusion that the resolutions he had presented were 
the best calculated to fix ‘the -ground on which all 
-could-meet, and dispassionately and sincerely con- 
sult the interests of- the. whole The resolutions 
from. Vermont were to have been presented to- 
morrow; and had he retained his former opinion, 
he would have voted against their reception; but 
they, coming- from a sovereign State, (and being 
himself the advocate of State rights,) he should 
urge a free and full discussion concerning 
them, as having a hieher claim than the 
petitions of infatuated individuals. As an advo- 
cate of State rights, he would- not. feel, himself 
bound to vewe against hearing these resolutions, but 
as a southern man, feeling his dearest privileges so 
dangerously assailed, he could not vote for theirre- 
ception. Thus trammelled ashe was, he felt unwil- 
ling to leave the field, and inorder to obtain a right 
to present his own views, he had prepared these 


resolutions as best adapted for the purpose, by pre- | 


senting an antagonist course. His wish was 
to test the entire strength of the Senate on 
the subject, and to decide. whether any. neu- 
tral ground could be adopted, on which to 
rally, and check this dangerous and fatal doctrine. 
It was the one and the only one, as he before ob- 
served, of sufficient. magnitude to endanger the 
Union, and this already. had force enough to shake 
one political system to its very centre. On one 
side, there was a portion of the people of the North, 
who assert and maintain that our domestic institu- 
tions are sinful and immoral. On ‘the..other we 
claim our institutions as secured to us under the Con~ 
stitution, which we will not suffer them to interfere 
with, and there was the point at issue. On thissubject 


“there were two modes of action: the one to repel 


attack and aggression; the other to stay the tide, if 
possible, by the means he had introduced. 

Mr. C. professed ‘himself a firm, unflinching 
friend of the Union. We was averse to making 
professions, but he had on that head been shame- 
fully and grossly misrepresented there and else- 
where. But here was an occasion for the true 
friends of the Union to come forward and shov 
themselves. On this subject he wanted a direct 
vote, such as’ was due to the magnitude. of the occa- 
sion, and that the wishes and feelings of all should 
be known. If the resolutions were defective in 
principle, let them be voted down; if incorrect in 
phraseology, let them be amended; but he would 
ask those who believed them correct to give them 
their cordial support. 

Mr. MORRIS asked to take the vote on each 
separate amendment. The resolutions in them- 
selves were, to his mind, broad, sweeping, and de~ 
nuncialory.. What was the object of these resolu- 
tions? Was it not that a free discussion on an im- 
poriant question should rot only be discounte- 
nanced, but silenced by a vote of that body; they 
were partial in their bearing, speaking on one side, 
and not on the other. Mr. M. for one, did 
not believe that Southern rights existed antago- 
nist to those of any other portion, Why talk 
of attacks on Southern interests and Southern 
feelings? Such sentiments might lead to geo- 
graphical distinctions, but could never lead to 
the peace and happiness of the wholecountry. Mr. 
M. professed himself a State rights man, and had 
as high a devotion to the Union as any one; but he 
did not agree with the views of the Senator, that 
this Republic was a Confederacy of separate and 
independent States. -He considered the Constitu- 
tion to be adopted and ratified by the united voice 
of the people. Mr. M. wished to know what the 
Senator from South Carolina meant by interfering 
with domestic policy? Would that gentleman con~ 
tend that because he (Mr. M.) talked ofslavery in 
the abstract as a moral sin, that he should have 
his rights abridged? Freedom of speech, of the 
press,and the sacred right of -petition, were all 
sought to be put down at one fell swoop. If 
we could not meet together and discuss subjects, 
and compare conditions with others, for evil or for 
good, we should, instead of progressing in our high 
destiny, retrograde, and be the merest ciphers. 
Was such a state of things contemplated by the 
framers of the Constitution? He should think not. 
Mr, M. intended to offer his resolutions as amend- 
ments; he would not now do. so, but intimated 
his intention to press them on the notice of the 
Senate hereafter. He conceived the resolutions of 
the Senator from South Carolina liable to the 
strongest objections, and as warring against the 
dearest rights. and privileges of freemen. The 
memnrial from Vermont had said that slavery was 
considered a moral and political evil, and asked 
that it might be abolished in the District of Colum- 
bia; and had not that State a right to ask such a 
measure at the hands of Congressif it thought such 
a step would tend to the national honor and pros- 
perity? 

Mr.M. said when war was made on the free= 
dom of speech, of the press, and the right of peti- 
tion, these inalienable rights must and wou'd be de~ 
fended: they were Heaven's best gifitoman. He 
would at this time content himself with a vote on 
these resolutions, reserving the right to discuss his 
own as indepeadent resolutions, when they should 
be brought before the Senate. 
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Mr, PRESTON suggested some little modifica- 
tion, which was accepted by Mr- CALHOUN. ` 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that it might be as well 
to strike out the word. religious, as all discussions in - 
relation to it were, in. his opinion, improper ahd 
not called for. , 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the. whole špirit of | 
the resolution hinged upon that word. 

Mr, ALLEN would not insist, if the Senator | 
deemed the word important to the spirit of the re- 
solutions. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved to strike out the 
words “ moral or religious;” on which he asked 
the yeas and nays. ; 


Mr. PRESTON thought the difficulty might be | 
obviated by letting the resolution read, ‘ ander any}! 


pretene, ud tever.”” 

"Mr. CALHOUN objected. This spirit of abo- |: 
lition < a more than that fanaticism that 
had carried thousands of victims to the stake. What 
aroused that demoniacal spirit, but the opinion that 
the faith. of one man was criminal inthe sight of 
another. Here the same spirit was attempted to 
be revived, under the name of abolition, and he | 
trusted to-the good sense of the nation to put it 
down. It was impossible, for him to consent to 
the suggestion of his. colleague. The South had 
been assailed upon’ the principle that slavery was 


wicked, and immoral; and could we meet it by 
such a milk-and-water measure, as that “under 


any pretext whatever,” which, to his mind, was de- | 
priving il of its very essence. f i 

Mr. C. expressed his attachment to the specific | 
terms used in the original resolution. j: 

Mr. BUCHANAN would express his opinion as 
firmly and decidedly as any mio, in relation to the 
subject; not wishing to excite _Brejusic ces in the 


minds, of any, he ti quite as | 
strong wih the modifies | 
Mr ALLEN was nowi should i 


be any ‘allusion to religion ia “any way whateva | 
it was not a subject for discussion in the Legisla- |) 
tures of States or in the Senate; it was a matter left || 
entirely to the citizen himsclf, Ife deemed the re- |; 
solution sufficiently comprehensive withont the | 
word religious. Mr. A. was opposed: to any speci- |) 
fication, as it might lead to the ground that those 
not particularly specified ‘might be. supposed to be 
excluded. 


The ground was further debated hy Mr. MOR- 
RIS and Mr. ALLEN. i 
Mr. YOUNG thoag! ing short oft the reso- ii 


lutions of the Senator from South would Ji 
have the desired effect. He (Mr. Y.) had many |; 
friends in Illinois, who wee decided Abolitionists, || 
with whom he had reasoned on the danger of their 
course to the Union, to which all were attached ; 
but with them it was considered a re igious duty | 
they had to perform; and hence was of opinion || 
that the provision ought not to be stricken out. 

Mr. BAYARD took a constitutional view of the 
question; and, though he denounced the spirit of i 
abolition as dangerous and wicked in the exireme, 
yet he did not feel himself authorized to vote for 
the resolutions. If the doctrine contained in them 
was correct, then nullification was correct; and, if 
passed, might hereafter be appealed to as a prece- 
dent in favor ol that doctrine, though he aeqaitted || 
the Senator of having the most intention of ` 


remote 
smuggling any thing in relation to that doctrine 
under cover of these resolations. 

Mr. CALHOUN was glad the Senator acquitied | 
him of any such intention, aud regretted that the 


ENS 
resolutions should be cer sid: ered so deeply imbued 
with “ poisor 


merely to cover the 
common creed of the State tights party, and he 
had appealed to gentiemen di ectly a antagonists to 
him, that if they saw any thing in the resolutions | 
at all savoring of what had been suggested by the 
Senator, he w ould imme diately pass bis pen through 
it. Myr. ©. answered . BAYARD at length, in 
reply to the con De ; 

Mr. BAYARD follow ir. CALHOUN in |i 
reply. : ; i 

Mr. LUMPKIN addressed the Senate for some 


Mr 


i Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentueky, 


: pretation of the Constitution. 


| tution, he would then vote for them. 


Ltached 1o the Union, and had neither “part nor lot 
in, these mischievous proceedings. - Mr. L. taought 
n that although they had not the power to check this 
ie spirit of fanaticism in. that quarter, the Senate 
i might stay the proceedings of these infatuated and 
; misguided people. Mr. L. also took-a constitu- 
‘tional view of the subject. 

| ‘The question .was taken on Mr. Mogris’s motion 
to strike out the words “ moral and religious,” 
| when there appeared forit 14, against it 31, as 
; follows: 

i. YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, ‘Clayton, 
| Davis, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
i gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
and Webster—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Siange, Walker, Wall, White, Willams, 
Wright, and Young—31. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the first resolution, and carried, 
31 to 13, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Suthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, 
While, Williams, Wrighi, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, 
Knighti, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, and Web- 
ster—13. 

Mr. WEBSTER had no dis position. to enter in 
detail into a discnssion on the merits of the resolu- 
i ions. He admitted the nec sity of some definite 
st on the part of Cs 


netiobs oa thes 


: t 
; bat 


| bis objection to thea :doption ‘of the resolutions now 


under consideration was based solely on the belief 
that they were at variance with the correct inter- 
He contended, that 
thouga the States might ae certain- vested 
rights, yet they were such as were tly of a local 
nature, and Jimited in thcir ites rt to strict 
compliance with constitutional provisions. The 
eoustitution and laws of each State in the Confe- 


deracy were niways founded on this basis, and any 
variation therefrom became at once egal. 

ĮI the resolutions se ail domestie in- 
stitutions, except so might į 


interfere, and any intermeddiing therewith by a 
State or individual, was contrary to the spirit of the 
confederacy, and was thereby illegaland unjust, he 
would give them his hearty and cheerful support, 
and would do so still, if the Senator from South 
Yarolina would consent to such an amendment; 
but in their present form he must give his vote 
against them. 


out this prevailing power of the evecare and 


eona no longer exist without its contipaane Ki 
as difficult to define what domestic institutions 
were without the paie of the Constitntion. Judica- 


ture was one of the class, and so with commerce, 
exceptinasmuch as the making of trea was con- 
cerned. Yet it was not seas regards + avery. It 
was the express power of Cong to prohibit the 
importation « of slaves, though the iustituiton was in 
itself guarantied by th e Constit ution. 

If the resolutions could be modifed to meet the 
constitutional requisitions, asserting that the Con- 
stimlion permitted Slavery, and protected the insti- 
Without 
a wouki be aout 


n9 


such admission, the vote of Cong 
a dead leter. An assertion here 
tion cannot meddle with domestic ins 
supported, utterly deprives it of power 
The doctrines here set forth he viewed as Souen 
ing declaration against the letier and spirit of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired if the gentleman in- 
tended to assert tne States had no dumestic institu- 
tions? : 


or effec 


= SR. ad ine 
- . $ 
time in favor of the resolutions, and id retaining 
them as originally drafied by the Senaier from 


South Carolina.. He still believed that there were 
very jarge portion of the North sincerely at- 


2 


Mr. WEBSTER replied by no means. All in- 
stitutions in the States, such as have solely the 
State protection, were of that class. 


The Confederacy could never have existed with- | 


Mr. CALHOUN would: be happy to hear’ the 
named, that he might procure a catalogus, ~:~ 

Mr. ‘WEBSTER would explain, by naming thé% 
institution of mints, as they existed. before th 
Confederacy.’ This was. one of what he: teri 
domestic institutions. f 

Mr. CALHOUN assumed that there were: 
many institutions so far domesti¢ as to. be wholly 
within the control of States: wherein. they exister 
Such was negro slavery. The gentleman’s View: 
evidently differed materially from his. No'onë: 
could support an argument against his views x Eo 
specting slavery. He could name a long catalogue; 
of institutions controlled wholly by States on thé 
same ground. He would not, in establishing. such’ 
control, inquire and mark out the. dividing ling of: 
public opinion in the premises. It was alike the 
sacred right of all, whether of the North or South.” 
These rights, were institutions growing out of the 
Constitution, 2nd which must be maintained, and 
could never be meddled with by others, but ‘with, 
the greatest danger to the confederacy. : 

Mr. WEBSTER inferred from the’ géntleman's 
argument, that the question was not whether there 
were not some. domestic institations beyond. the 
reach of the Constitution, but it claims ‘tharall 
such were beyond its control. It was on this point: 
his principle objections were founded. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to striking” 
out all to meet the views of the Senator from Mase: 
sachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) if it. was the wish’ 
the Senate so to amend. 

Mr. MORRIS moved to strike ‘out certain com 
in the second resolution; on which the question was 
taken by yeas and nays, and lost—12 to’ 32, as fol- 
lows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, of 
Indiana, Swift, Tipton, and ‘Webster—12. Pa 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—32. 

Mr. YOUNG proposed a further amendment, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD objected to further amend- 
ment. There was now nothing left of the second 
resolution but simply a declaration that the States 
Shave just what rights they have.” 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the Sonate adjourn—a 
division being called for, there were 18 for and 21 
against it. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the second resolution, and ear- 
ried, 31 to 9, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lian, Lampkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Spence, Strange, Walker, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young-—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Morris, Prentiss, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, and 
Webster—9. 


Mr. SWIFT gave notice that if was not. his in- 
tention to present the Vermont resolutions to-mor- 
row, as had been understood, nor would he name 
any, particular day for that purpose, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvaspay, January 4, 1838. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Pease. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, ffom the same Com- 
mities, reporied a bill for the relief of Gilbert A. 
Smith and others. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Frederick Fry andCo. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report, on the petition of Stephen 
Wolverton. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands, reported a bill providing for the, establish- 
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mentofthe Peoria Land District, in the State of 
Niinois. Ape . 

Also, a bill to establish two additional land offices 
in that part. of Wisconsin -Territory west of the 
river Mississippi. f 

Also, a bill to create the office of Surveyor of the 
Public Lands in Wisconsin Territory. . 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to allow such purchasers of the pab- 
lic lands as in the years 1818 and 1819 were per- 
mitted to take credit by law, the same relief as was 
extended to those who availed themselves of the 
credit system. : 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 


ported. a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- ` 


ham, late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, 
Alabama. ieee 

„Mr. SHIELDS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of James Middleton Tut- 
tle, of Arkansas. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill relating to the Or- 
phan‘s Courtin the county of Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia. i - 

.. Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the retief 
ofthe heirs and lega! representatives of Capt. Pres- 
ley Thornton, deceased. 

_ Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Garland Burley, deceased. 

. Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
the following, viz: Bey 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Burton, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cooke, deceased. eee 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Captain Tarpley White. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Wiliam Vaux. , 

Mr. TALIAF ERRO, from the same committee, 
reported the following: 

“A. bill for the relief of Thomas E. Sudler and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thornton Tay- 
lor, deceased. — 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Haggard. 

. Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Martha Woodlef. — ; 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Dixon. f f 

- Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas Todd. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of Polly Lemon. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William Washing- 
ton Bigham. en , 

Also, abill for the relief of Aaron Stout. 

Mr. LOOMIS, from the same Committee, repor- 
ted a bill for the relief of James Cooper. . 

Also, a bill for the relief of John Borey. 

Also, a: bill for the relief of William Clark. 

‘Also, a bill for the reliefof Zebulon Baxter. 

Mr. LAWLER, from the same Commiitee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William C. Hazard. 

Also, a:bill.for the relief.of Mary Sroupe. 

Mr, KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for. the relief of John H. 
Hall.” - 3 f 7 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
‘the Navy to purchase a tract of land belonging to 
the heirs of John Harrison, deceased, being within 
the limits of the navy yard, at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts. f 

Mr. GRANTLAND, from the same Committee, 
reported @ bili for the refief of U. Walker. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Hamilton. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported the following resoiution, 
which lies over one day, under-the rule: _ 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this Mouse, as far 
asthe same may be consistent with ihe public in- 
terest, all the information in either of the Depari- 
ments, respécting the capture, by the United States 
sloop of war Natchez, of the Mexican vessel of 


war the General Urrea, and its subsequent restora- 
tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern- 
ment. i 
Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt: 
Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Benjamin ilodges, deceased. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Cornelius Manning. 
Mr. CUSHING, from the same committee, re- 


- ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


tives of William Tudor. : 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following, viz: 

A bill granting a pension to Richard Elliott, of 
the District of Columbia. f 

A bill granting a pension to Seth Whitney, of 
New York. ` f 

A bili granting a pension to Benjamin Price, of 
New Jersey. ` 

A bill granting a pension to William Harper, of 
South Carolina. 

A bill granting a pension to Presly Gray, of 
Kentucky. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the same commiitee, re- 
ported a hill for the relief of John M’Cormick. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Francher. ` : 

Mr. EWING, from the same committee, reported 
the following, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

A biil for the relief of Primus. Hall, alias Trask; 

A bill for the relief of Catherine Rollins, alias 
Catherine Mosely. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following: 

A bill for the relief of Tames McFarland. 

A bill for the relief of James Fleming. 

A bill fer the relief of Taudy Walker. 

Mr, MCLELLAN, cf New York, from the 
same committee, reported the following : 

A bill granting a pension to Richard Hall. 

A billgranting a pension to John R. Midwinter. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
miitee, reported a bill for the relief of Myra Chapin. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Accounts, reported a resolution directing the 
Clerk of the House to pay to the Hon. Mr. Noyes 
the sum of $259, being the amount of Treasury 
notes-paid to Mr. N. to that amount, accidentally 
destroyed by fire; which was concurred in. 

Mr, TALIAFERRO, from the select. committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill authorizing 
a subscription ‘to a stereotype. edition of the laws of 
the United States. s 

All the foregoing bills were severally read twice 
and committed. 

Bills from the Senate on their first and second 
reading, were then taken up. Most of them were 
private bills. The following are those.of a public 
character: i 

Act to restrain the circulation of small notes in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAYNES moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said he thought this 
bill ought not to be referred to that. committee; and 
he therefore moved to refer it to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia; which was agreed to. 

An act authorizing the reliquishment of the 16th 


sections granted for the use of schools, and the | 


entry of other lands in lieu thereof. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Public Lands. 


An act authorizing the States to tax any lands | 


within their limits sold by the United States. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the same! 


committee, 


An act to revive an act authorizing certain sol- | 


diers in the late war to surrender their bounty 


lands, and locate other Jands in leu thereof, and 


for other purposes, — 


On motion of Mz. CASEY, referred to the same | 


cominitiee, : 


An act amendatory of the actof 1834, for the i 
better organization of the United States: Marine | 


Corps. 


$ 


|! 


On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to contiuue in force the acts for the final 
adjusiment of private.land claims in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

An act to abolish public executions in capital 
cases. = 
On motion of Mr. HAYNES, referred. to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the bill pro- 
viding for the employ ment.of boys in the merchant 
vessels of the United States was further postponed 
till this day two weeks. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. ADAMS in the Chair, on 
the President’s Message. 

The question pending was on the resolution. of 
Mr. Haynes, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing con- 
nected therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys, and every thing connected therewith; and 
so much as relates to the Bank -of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means.” 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr. 
CUSHING, as follows: 

Whereas the inflnence of the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, ın derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished— 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That, in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money, be referred t0 ———, with in- 
stractions to renori-— . 

First, such method of keeping the public treasure, 
effects, and other property, as in the jadgment of 
said committee shall conduce to promote the wel- 
fare aud to secure the liberties of the people; and, 

Secondly, such other reforms in the practices of 
the Government as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the original purity of the Constitution. 

Mr. POTTER of Pennsylvania addressed the 
House at length in reply to Messrs.. CUSHING 
and others. [Mr. P’s remarks, at length, will ap- 
pear in to-morrow’s Globe.} 

As soon as Mr. P. had concluded, . 
On motion of Mr. MURRAY, the committe 
rose, without coming to any conclusion, and then, 

on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 4, 1838. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of the In- 
diana Manufacturing Company: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. LINN presented the petiton of Captain 
Knox, asking compensation for an injury sustained 
by his schocner, whilst employed in transporting 
ammunition for the United States. Also, the peti- 
tion of Charles 8. Hemstead, to be released from 
farther liabilities as one of the securities of Thomas 
Hempstead. Also, the petition of a number of 
lawyers of the St, Louis bar, for a change in the 
law regulating the forms and-modes of proceeding 
at law in the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of Missouri. Also, the petition of 
Eitienne Govero, for the confirmation of a Spanish 
grant to fifteen arpens of land in the State of 
Missouri. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of a post- 
master, praying compensation additional to that 
afforded by his office: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petitions werealso presented by Messrs BROWN, 
SEVIER, YOUNG, BENTON, KING, and 
WALL, for individual private claims: severally 
referred to the Committee on Claims. i 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill authoriziag the New 
Albany railroad company the sight of way through 
the public lands: ordered to a second reading. 
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Mr. KING introdnsed a bill for the relief of cer- 
tail ship owners, therein-named for property lost 
read, and referred i io the Committee on Claims. 


to import free of duty one Napier printing press,-as | 
a model: j 
Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill remunerating thë | 
captors of the privateer Lydia: read and referred 
tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 

` Oñ motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to.the Senate the amount of “custom house 
bonds executed for the year ending September 39, 
1837. Also, that the same officer communicate to 
the Senate the amount of Treasury Notes issued 
under the late law. i H 

On motion of Mr, LINN, Á i j 

Ordered, That one thousand additional copies of 
the report of the Secretary of War, of 30ih nit. 
with the a accompanying documents and map, rela- 
tive to the defence of the Western frontier, be print- 
ed, and that one hundred copies be. transmitted to 
the Secietary of War for the use of that Depart- 
ment... 8 
On motion of Mr. LINN, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of purchasing 
the Mount Vernon property, now belonging to the 
family of President Washington, for the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. PRESTON introduced the following resolu- 
tion: : 

‘Whereas the just and true boundary of the Unit- 
ed States, under the treaty of Louisiana, extended 
on the southwest to the Rio Grande del Norte, 
which river continued to be the boungdary line until 
the territory west of the Sabine was surrendered to 
Spain by the treaty of I5 

And wheres: der of a portion of the 
territory of the United States is of evil precedent 
‘aad doubtful constitutianality: 

And whereas many weighty considerations of 
policy make it expedient to re-establish the said 
true boundary, and to re-annex to the United” 
States the territory occupied by the Siate of Texas, 
with the consent of the said State: 

Be it therefore resolved, That, with the consent of 
the said State previously had, and whenever it can | 
be effected consistently with ‘the faith and treaty 
stipulatious of the United States, it is desirable and 
expedient to re-avnex the said Territory to the 
United States. | 

Which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN’S resolutions then came up, 
and amendments were offered by Mr. NORVELL, 
My. SMITH of Indiana, and Mr. ALLEN, and 
discussed to a Jate hour, when, on motion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned. | 


read, and referred to the Committee on 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 5, 1838. 
Mr..ADAMS moved that the following resolu- 
tion reported by Mr. HOWARD, fror-the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, yesterday, be taken 
up: ; 
P esolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this Honse. as far 
as the same may be consistent with the pablic-inte- 
rest, all the information. in either of the Depart- 
ments, respecting the caplure, by the United States 
sloop of war Natchez, of the Mexican vessel of | 
war the General Urrea, and its subsequent restora- 
tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY submitted t> Mr. A. 
propriety of withdrawin is request “or the ares 
setit, in orcer that reporis misht be received from 
the standing committees. 

Mr. ADAMS cenld aot consent to withdraw it, 
as Fe-considered it involving a sublect of the high- 
est importance, and with that view he moved that 
the resolution be taken up aud considered at this 

“time, | 

Objection being ma: te, ; 


should be considered without a moment’s delay, 


Mr. WEBSTER introduced a bill granting right a 
| 


| apd John P. Yorke 


| Daniel Bush; for the relief of Josepa Bo 


Mr. ADAMS moved a Suspension of the rales. 
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more especially as in the papers of that morning 
it would be seen that the, peace of the United States 
was not only endangered: with Mexico, but in ano- 
ther querter. Mr. A. then alluded to the events 
which had recently” transpired on the Canadian 
frontier. 

On the motion to saspexd, Mr. WILLI AMS of 
North Carolina asked for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, wer -—yeas 79, nays 112. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

A Message, in twriting, was received from. the 
President of ‘the United States, by the hands of 
his private secretary, A, Van Buren, Esq. 

[The message will be found in the proceedings 
of the Senate. T 

The Message, and accompanying letter, having 


| been read, were, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Afairs 

Mr. FILLMORE then asked leave to offer the 
following resolution: 

And be it further resolved, That the President 
be requested to communicate to this House any in- 
formation in his possession of acts endangering the 
amicable relations between this Government and 
that of Great Britain, either by the subjects of 
Great Britain, or by our own citizens on the Cana- 
dian frontier, and what measures have been 
adopted by the Executive to preserve our neutrality 
with said kingdom, or repel invasion froma fo- 
reign country; and that he furnish the information 
called for by each of these resolutions in separate 
communications. 

Mr. HOWARD thought the resolution not ne- 
essary after the Message just read. 

r. FILLMORE said he should press it, but 
endo it at that time to give an opportunity to 
the committees 10 repart. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priauons for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
for the vear 1838. 

Mr. POPE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of ‘Thomas H. Perkins. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Sausuel Miller, without amendment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee of Com- 
meree, reported a bill for the relief of John Kerr 


Ale. BOON, from the Committee on the Publis 
Lands, reported, without ameniment, Senate biil to 
anthor: ze Peter Warner, of Indiana, fo entera 
certain half section of land. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jonn McGowan, jr. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Commiitce on Revolu- 
tionary Ciaims, reported a b:ll for the relief of the 
heirs of Will.am Gregory, deceased. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Laad Claims, reported Senate bills for the relief of 
for the 
rehef of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs of Bar- 
tholomew Botcher; and the bill to continue in free 
the act in relation to peivate land claims in Mis- 
scuri, 

‘Mr. HARLAN also reported a bill for the rel! ief 
of the legal represeotatives of John Dawson, desdi. 

Mr. COLES , from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Daniel 
Parker. 

Mr. COLES also reported the following resolu- 


t tion, which was concu:red in: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military 
Afairs be instructed to inguire into the expediency 
ying into effect the resolution of the Con- 
Congress, gronting monuments to ihe 


y of general officers of the 
ad the yes 


Rev oiutionary 
intion. to erect a marble column 


"its, Boer: a re: luti: on tefeering to hat com- 
E hed business of the Naval 


ae the unfinis 
of the last Congress; which was con- 


Mr. REED, from the same committee, reported 


He considered it of the greatest importance that i | the foslowiag resolution, which was concurred in: 


rents 


| 
| 
| 


i 


| 


| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be dire d 
to lay before this House a chart, in a reduced form, 


of the harbor of: Provincetown, in the State of Mas 


sachusetts. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Kenucky, froth. the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Samuel M. Asbury. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following, viz: 

Bill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis. 

Bill for the relief of Robert Whitiett. 


Mr. HEROD, trom the same committee, report 


ed a bill for the ‘relief of Isaac Boyd. 


Mr. FILLMORE then renewed his motion B 


submit the resolution previously submitted by him. 

- Objection being made, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the rule: 
lost. 

The resolution of Mr. HOWARD (as given 
above) coming up in its order, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, as far 
as the same may be consistent with the public inte- 
rest, all the information in either of the Depart 
ments respecting the capture, by the United States 
stoop of war Natehez, of the Mexican vessel of 
war the General Urrea, and its sabsequent restora- 
tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern: 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS. now moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding thereto the following: 

“ And also copies of all instructions to the off- 
cers of the Government of the United States and 
all ecrrespondence with them, with the Governors 
of any of the States, and with the Governments 


and officers of Mexico and of Great Britain con- -< 


cerning the preservation of the neutrality of the 
United States in the civil wars and insurrections in 


Mexico, and in any of the British provinces norih .> 


of the Unued Staies, since the year 1829, and par- 


ticularly of a letter from the late President of the 


United States to the Secretary of the Territory of 
Arkansas, dated on or about the 10th December, 
1836.” eR 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to amend the 
amendment by adding thereto the following: 

“ And that the President be requested to commu- 
nicate to this House any additional information in 
his possession of acts endangering the amicable 
relations between this Government and that of 
Great Eritain, either by the subjecis of Great Bri- 
tain or by our own citizens, on the Canadian frén- 
tier, and what measures have | been adopted by the 
Execotive to preserve our nestrality with said 
Kingdom.” 

Mr. FILLMORE, in suppart of this amendment, 
remarked that the House were probably aware that 
there had been, and now was, a great excitement 
existing on the Niagara frontier, and that there 

had been movements in Bufalo in reference to: the 
revolution now raging in Canada. ‘They were al- 
so probably aware that an armament had been 
fitted out, mostly by American citizens, which had 
made a siand upon Navy Island, which is within 
British territory, in Niagara river, twenty miles 
from Buffalo, and two. or three miles above the 
Falis: the lowest point at which a crossing can be 
effected, safely, from the main shore. The line 
between the two countries passes between Navy 
Island, which is well fortified, and Grand Island, 
which is in the territory of the United States. 

Mr. F. understood from letters and papers of 
very late dates, then before him, that there were 
upon Navy Island some 1,500 men, who are. un- 
dergoing a course of military d pline He had 
letters to the 30th ult. advising hins that a small 
steamboat, called the Caroline, had been taken 
down the river from Bnffalo, to ran asa ferry-boat 
from the American shore ee y Island. Ttseem- 
ed that on the 29th an armed force came from the 
P A ide, in Canada, and attacked this steam- 
boat, had been ronnine through the day. 
and which was then lying within the Uni Hed States 
lines, killing some and wounding others, then set- 

ting the boat on fire, and sending it over the falls, 
and, as Some accounts alleged, with the wounded 
sill remaining on board. And here Mr, F. wea 
extracts from the letters, which he averred were 
from the very highest and most responsible sources, 


ee 


confirming his Statements as to these incidents. 
Having done which, he observed that his’ object 
now was to ascertain if the Executive had any in- 
formation upon the subject. 

Mr HOWARD said that this resolution’. had 
been reported by a committee. It was not in his 
power to accept or assent to any amendment—a re- 
mark which he would make in relation as well to 
the amendment offered by.Mr. Adams, as to that 
proposed by Mr. Fillmore. The fact is indisputa- 
ply trae, that the position-of affairs upon the Ca- 
nada frontier was full of interest, and even of jeo- 
pardy, to the relations existing between this Go- 
vernment and that-of Great Britain. This he should 
not eontrovert, f i 

But the remark had been made by Mr. Fillmore, 
and, Mr. Howard believed, also by Mr. Adams, in 
offering their respective amendmen.s, that this na- 
tion was.on the eve of war with Great, Pritain. 
Ie had regretted to hear this remark. He trusted 
it was. notcorree!. So faras documents go to show 
the intentions, and, indeed, the efforts, of both Go- 
vernments, they -had been, and ‘still were, directed 
to the preservation of peace, and the security of 
neutrality. He trusted that those intentions would 
not be changed, and that those efforts would -be 
continued; and that, if there were no Jaws now in 
existence to prevent breaches of neutrality on the 
part of onr, citizens, that such Jaws would be en- 
acted. fle hoped we were on the eve of no such 
war. He believed we were not; bat that, on the 
contrary, the country was still preserving, and in- 
clined to preserve, the most lofty grounds in the 
preservation of neutrality. He knew of no diffe- 
rences existing between this Government and Great 
Britain, excepting only ihat arising out of the po- 
sition of the northeastern boundary questios. Per- 
haps, said Mr. H. this may be thought, by some, to 
be a favorable opportunity to press that subject up- 
on Great Britain; but itwas not so, in his judgment. 


Mr. H. again averred that he thought the coun-' 


try far from any danger of a war with Great Bri- 
tain, and he trusted a large majority of the House 
agreed with him in this opinion. He -remarked 
that the subject had been referred to.a committee, 
(Foreign Affairs,) which would give it a serious 
and anxious’ consideration. : 

As to the inquiry proposed by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Fillmore,) in regard to the 
recent events upon the Niagara frontier, they were 
so very recent that Mr. H. doubted if any official 
information can have been reecived with regard to 
them.. Atall events, he was for keeping the in- 
formation asked for from the Executive, in rela- 
tion to’ this subject, and that regarding the Mexi- 
can question, distinct and separate. He was for 
keeping each by itself. He was opposed to both 
the amendments proposed. - 

Mr. ADAMS regretted that the chairman of the 
Committee.on Foreign Affairs had thought it ne- 
cessary. to oppose the adoption of his amendment, 
and that proposed by the gentleman from New 
York: Without intending to misrepresent him, 
the gentleman (Mr. Hi.) had imputed to him lan- 
guage he had not used. He had not said that he 
thought the country on the eve of war-with Great 
Britain. He had said that he viewed the nation 
as in imminent danger of such a war, which was 
quite another statement; and he hoped that what 
the House would now do, and what the Execu- 
tive would also do, in consequence of the proposed 
action of the House, would avert that danger. . 

The gentleman from Maryland had said that 
he had now no control over the resolution he had 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and that he was not authorized to assent to the pro- 
posed amendments. “That (Mr. A. said) was un- 
doubtedly trae; but it was also as true that he was 
not authorized by that committee to oppose such 
amendments. He opposed them, if at all, upon 
his own personal and individual responsibility; and 
it was upon that ground that-he (Mr. A.) was re- 
plying to his objections against those amendments. 
The Committee on Foreign Affairs have no more 
dissented from these amendments than they have 
assented- to them. It was, therefore, to be regretted 
that stich oppesition had been made to them by the 
chairman of that-committee, and the more because 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. F.) and him- 


* they may come. 
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self, (Mr. A.) who -had offered them, do not be- 
long to that majority in the House which, upom 
every occasion, are expected to “ioe the mark” 
there. Sir, (said Mr. A.) we are likely soon to 
be called upon to ‘*toe the mark” in. matters upon 
which I hope in God we may not be divided by 
party lines. We are nearing, I fear, a state cf 


| things, when it will hardly do to reject proposi- 


tions upon’ important matters, because they do not 
come from a particular side of this body. 

The question fer us to.consider now is, whether 
these amendments of my friend from New York and 
myself are proper, in the present state of things, to 
be adopted, and not from what quarter of the Honse 
The resolution of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs allures to a single act of hosti- 
lity on the part of an officer of our own Govern- 
ment against the Mexican Government, acknow- 


‘Jedged afterwards to have been such by the subse- 


quent conduct of that officer. I wish, and the 
gentleman from New York wishes, to go a little 
further in this inquiry for information. We desire 
to obtain from: the President of the United States 
all the information in his possession as to the dif- 
ferences existing between Mexico and this Govern- 
ment, and between Great Britain and this Govern- 
raent; information, without which. the House can- 
not possibly act advisedly and effectively. He had 
(he continued) offered his proposition before the 
Message of the President had been transmitted to 
the House, because. he saw the necessity of ob- 
taining all the information in possession of the Ex- 
ecutive in relation to the differences existing be- 
tween this nation and Mexico on the one side, and 
Great Britain on the other. This message had 
come in as a confirmation of the propriety and ne- 
cessity of that step of his, referring, as the House 
would perceive it does, as well to our relations with 
Mexico, as to those with Great Britain, and touch- 
ed upon onr Norihern as well as Southern dangers. 
And now all he asked was, that the representatives 
of the people shonld request of the President of the 
United States what is the actual situation of the 
country; what had been done, what was proposed 
to be done in relation to it; what was demanded 
on the one side, and what claimed on the other. 
He had hoped that a proposition so reasonable 
would have been permitted to pass without oppo- 
sition. Some other rule should be observed, he re- 
marked, in matters so momentous, than “ toe the 
mark.” The divisions of party should: be broken 
up upon questions like these, and they who are not 
in the confidence of the Executive should be per- 
mitted to have an- opportunity of doing their duty 
by their common country, as wel] as the chosen 
sect. 

The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, continued Mr. Anams, tells. the gentleman 
from New York that if he will, for the present, 
purge hisamendment of so much as relates to the 
subject-matters already treated of by the President 
of the United States, in the Message just read to 
the Fouse, he would have no objection to it as it 
now stands, at the proper time, and ia a distinct 
form. Now, does not that gentieman know that if 
the member from New York and myself were to 
forego this inquiry upon that suggestion, and the 
resolution were then to. pass, the time would never 
come when we might bring up our. propositions? 
Would we not both be declared ont of order, were 
we to make suchvan attempt? And so we should 
be put off till, perhaps, some time in June next, 
while, in the midst of a war, with the candle bum- 
ing at both ends, when our reselutions of inquiry 
might be, at least, “in order?” The information 
we demand is asked not alone for the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, but for the members of this 
body—for their consideration and the basis ef their 
action. : f 

This Message, continued Mr. ADAMS, is a very 
important one. It demands men—it calls for the 
expenditure of money—for millions more to be 
added to the millions. already lavished in the at- 
tempt to check Indian hestilities, and for a purpose 
rather more deeply important, he would remark, 
than the prevention of any Indian hestilities. A 
great increase of the army would become necessa- 
ry to carry- out the suggestions of the President. 


How great an increage, and how large an expendi- 


TT 


‘ture, he could not say; probably all this would be 
known when the desired information Shali come 
from the Execntive. 

This message (continued Mr. Apams) says no- 


. thing on the subject of any violation of neutrality 


on the Canada side. Yet such a violation, and 
one of the grossest character, had actually taken 
place on that side, and admitted, as it appears, to 
be such, by the British officer himself. — 

Mr. A. said he thought it probable that this Mes- 
sage was prepared before the information which 
had just been laid before the House was received: 
Whether this be so or not, this House, as wel! as 
the Executive, have a part to take in the matter-— 
a highly responsible and important part: a duty to 
perform, in seeing that a strict neutrality is ob- 
served on the part ef this Government, and also 
that that neutrality be not violated on the other. 
side to the extent of a single hair, without demand- 
ing and insisting upon the most perfect and full 
satisfaction. 

He hoped that, if the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee‘on Foreign Affairs does not feel himself autho- 
rized to accede to the proposed amendments of his 
resolution, the House will feel otherwise dispesed, 
and take such order in relation to the subject as 
will not postpone the consideration of questions so 
important until it shall be too slate for any practi- 
cal good purposes. 

After making such a modification of his amend- 
ment as to make it consistent with the original re- 
solution, ` oF 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could not conceive how 
his proposition could possibly tend to embarrass 
the action of the Flouse upon the resolntion offered 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It was cer- 
tainly very easy for the President to distinguish be- 
tween the different kinds of information sought 
for by the different propositions. He had tried ev- 
ery other way to bring his proposition before the 
House, and could not present it in any form which 
would secure iis immediate consideration, excepting 
that in which it now stood. For if it were offered 
as an independent resolution, it would take its 
place behind all others now on the Speaker’s table. 
Its great importance would not permit him to ex- 
pose it to such arisk, and he had, therefore, offered . 
it.in the form of an amendment to the original reso- 
lution of the Committee.on Foreign Affairs, in 
which shape he hoped it would pass. 

As to the expression which he bad used in rela- 
tion to the disturbances of the Niagara frontier, 
that this country was on the eveofa war with 
Great Britain, perhaps it was too strong an expres- 
sion. Butcertainly all the facts demonstrated that 
there was imminent danger of such a result, The 
citizens of the United States, white in the peaceful 
pursuit of their business, had been attacked by an 
armed force from a foreign nation, and a portion. 
of the militia of the country is even now ordered 
out to repel such hostility. 

He well knew that the spirit of the people on the 
United States side of that frontier would nol permit 
them to stand tamely by, and witness such assauits. 
These were facts, vouched for by respectable citi- 
zens as true, and authentic; and he must ask if they 
were not such as to warrant the offering of such a 
proposition as he had moved. It makes no diffe- 
rence, he contended, whether one or one hundred 
miles of the territory of the United States has been 
invaded by the arms of a foreicn nation; the juris- 
diction of this country is co-ex'ansive with the ut- 
most limits of her territory. Even if the vessel 
which was attacked’ had been carrying munitions 
of war to the revolationists on Navy Island, she 
was only liable, he contended, to be attacked while 
within the British lines. Asit was, he agreed with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Ada as,) 
that there was scarcely a parallel to this act pon 
the pages of our history as a nation; and it w :3to 
suppose an absolute impossibility, fora mome t to 
imagine that the people on that frontier will cver 
submit, to the occurrence of such acts without com- 
plaint and redress. It was, therefore, in any view, 
highly important that the House shonld obtain all 
possible information upon a subject so impurtant. 

Mr. HAMER had no intention of entering into 
a ‘discussion on the subject, but there were senti- 
ments jost expressed which, in his opinion, re~ 
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‘quired some notice. . It. sounded very strangely in 
his ears. for gentlemen tovrise. and declare, when 
any opposition was made-to their measures, that it 
„came from .a-majority of. the House’ who were 
always required to’ toe the mark npon every ques- 
‘tion, while they .who- thus complained pretended 


that. they ‘were not influenced by any such feelings, 


or ‘actuated by party motives.. He could easily. 
appreciate the feelings “of those who thought they 
had, been treated with i injustice by the majority upon 
that-floor; but he thought they ought at least, on 
some occasions, to be charitable enough to admit 
thatthe opposition: from the other: party was ac- 
tuated by motives as pure and disinterested as their 
own. 

He fully agreed with the gentleman (Mr. Tow- 
ard) who had offered: the resolution, in his cbjec- 
tion to the proposed amendments. The general 
practice of the House would show, that in a resolu- 
tion. reported from a committee, the mover had no 
power of himself te accept a modification. 

It had been contended. that we were ‘on the 
eve of.a war with Great Britain;”. but, for his part, 
he could: perceive no sign or indication of such an 
event: -He did not believe there was the least dan- 
ger of'a rupture between the two countries, as each 
of them understood its interests too well to admit 
even the thought of such an occurrence. So con- 
vinced was he of this, that he had no hesitation in 
saying that, in the present state of things, a war 
between Great Britain and the United States would 
be the greatest calamity that could possibly befall 
the civilized world. It were folly to suppose tnat two 
great and free nations, cemented together by all the 
ties of language, interest, and bload, would suffer 
that harmony to be destroyed by the hare-brained 
rashness of a few people scattered along the fron- 
tier of Canada. It migni just as reasonably be 
supposed that two individuals, who had subsisted 
together for years in the most intimate friendship, 
would quarrel ever a slight dilererce between two 

_of their'chifdren. If gentlemen would reflect, they 
would. see that the true policy of the two Govern- 
ments. was to. adopt wise measures to remedy the 
evil; and in that way all differences could be easily 
settled, without the remotest danger of involving 
the two countries in.a bloody war, as had been an- 
ticipated. 

He then recapitulated the incidents of the affair, 
as they appeared from the. papers, and from the 
letfers read to the House by Mr. FiLLMorE, and 
contended that the .attack was probably the rash 
act of a subaltern officer, who was seni to ¢ 
the boat while onthe Canada side, ai. Navy Isl- 
and, and who transcended. his orders, in making 
that attack after the boat was within the United 
States lines. He doubted whether there were any 

_ wounded persons on board the boat when she 
sent (on fire) over the Falls, and repudiated the idea 
that any portion of the peopie.of the British pro- 
vinces could possibly have been guilty of an act 
so: barbarous. 

Mr. H. did not believe any occasion of war ex- 
isted between this Government and that of Great 

_ Britain. — British troops, he admitted, might have 
crossed disputed territory, or.even. over our ac- 
knowledged territory, to reach those who had 
violated our laws in carrying arms and otheraid in 
favor of those with whom that country were at war; 
but even from that fact, allowing it to exist, itis not 
the necessary consequence that there should be a 
declaration of war on the part of the United States 
against Great Britain. He alluded to the law of 
nations, and to our own history, in proof of his as- 
sertion, and contended that the fact of a few troops 
passing over neutral ground for the purpose of 
reaching an enemy, was not nec 
cient cause for making war. 

He had no eee to either of the proposed 
amendments, providet they could be kept distinct, 
as he was perfectly yiling for the Touse to receive 
althe information which could be obtained. 

Mr. CILLEY adverted to the remarks of Mr 
Howard, in relation to the mild and lofty course 
which that gentleman thought the Government, 
under. existing circumstances, should pursus. Mr. 
C. could not agree with the gentleman in his re- 
commendation “for mild measures, when he teok 
into consideration . the aggravating conduct of 


essarily a sufi- ` 


' Great Briain for many years past, in relation to | 
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the northeastern boundary of Maine, ` Mr. C. then 


took a review of that question, and entered into a- 


detail of the. circumstances attending it. He ex- 
patiated on the long’ forbearance of -the people of 
Maine, and contended. that the dispute was not 
owing to the boundary ‘not “being clearly defined, 
but to a desire of the British Government to obtain 
part of Maine, for the purpose of connecting their 
provinces. 

Mr. C: proceeded to state that he would make a 


- few remarks in reply to the gentleman from. Ohio, 


-the borders of his State—Maine? 


who had undertaken to apologize for the British, 
and to throw the whole blame of the steamboat 
altack at Niagara on an officer who had disobeyed 
orders. 

Mr. HAMER wished to inform the gentleman, 


that in his allusions to that affair, he had not į 


spoken on his own responsibility, but his remarks 
were founded on the information contained in the 


letters read by the gentleman from New York, 


(Mr. Fillmore.) 

Mr. CILLEY was sorry he had misunderstvod 
the gentleman; but what had the British done on 
Had they 
not, times without number, arrested American 
citizens, and put them in prison? 
ple of Maine had borne it, because they were de- 
sirous of preserving peace; but none but themselves 
could form any idea of what they had to suffer. 
They would bearit as long as they could; but gen- 
tlemen might depend upon ìt, 
submit to further aggression, but would resist to 
the utmost, until British tyranny should cease from 
the land. He was willing to go as far as any gen- 
tleman to invest the Government with power to 


preserve neutrality, but nothing on earth could ! 


make him suppress his feelings for the sons of li- 
berty, when they were struggling in a just cause. 


Tt was the duty of Government, in the first place, | 


to aseertain. that they were right, and having deter- 
mined that, it was also their duty to follow ap its 
measures with proper courage. 
a just one, they ought to proceed; and no matter if 
the fires of war did burst out at both ends of the 
country at once, they were abundantly able to blow 
it out. 

Mr. BRONSON alluded to the défenceless state 
of the northern frontier, owing to the military 


troops having been drawn away for tre purpose of ! 
He considered ! 


prosecuting the war in Florida. 
that troops at this time were as necessary for the 
protection of the northern frontier hey were in 
Wlorida; but, at the same time, he deprecated such 
remarks as that we were upon the eve of a war 
with Great Britain. 
derstanding between the {wo countries would con- 
tinue te exist, 


dent, measures. 
tion of the Honse to the true state of that frontier. 
The recent ebullition of feeiing and excitement, 


was but a speck compared with what was continu- ji 
ally going on inall the provinces, anda long the | 


whole line. . 
Mr. B. then adverted to the fact of 1,000 or 


1,500 men, probably ‘mostly trom the American l 
side, having entrenched themselves on Navy Island, | 


under: the command of an individual of high 
family in the city of Albany, and undergoing the | 
strictest discipline. Also to the circumstance of arms 
having been taken almost openly from the armo- 


ries, and the high state of feeling along the whole. 


line as far as Plattsburg, as all the gentlemen from 
Vermont were perfectly acquainted. 

Mr. B. procceded to show the state of the public 
mind in Canada. He said that since the recent 
occurrences had taken place, the regular exchanges | 
between our newspapers and those vi Canada had 
been stopped; but from a few Canadian papers 
brought over the lines, and which had been for- 


warded to him, it was very evident that the tone of | 


the people of Canada could not be mistaken. Mr: 
B. then read several extracts from the papers; atter: 
which he said it woutd be evident to the House that 
the amendments ought to. be adopted, as it was of 
the highest importance that all possible information 
should be obtained. He also wished to call the at- 
tention of the House ta another important subject, 


“i theni. 


The peo- , 


that they would not , 


If their cause was | 


He trusted that the gcod un- | 


and that the existing difficulties | 
would be speedily settled by the adoption of pru- ! 
He wouid, however, call the atten- į 


viz: that of the inérease of the army. The mili 

tary posts of the country had been ‘stripped for the 
purpose. of sending the forces to Florida, aud: the 
department was now unable to send troops to the 
North, for the simple reason that there were none 
to send. He urged on then the necessity:of adopt- 
ing speedy and decisive measures to preserve peu.: 
trality, as well as to protect our citizens from age 
gression. 

Mr. HOWARD would repeat what he had bè- 
|| fore said, that it.was not his intention to oppose the 
‚amendments calling for information, but to separate 
-He did not, as an individual, feel himself 

at liberty to assent to any modification of a resolu- 

‘tion reported, through him, by the committee ; but 
the subject ‘had been -referred to that. committee, 
i| and he could not believe that, when they reported 
to the House, they would keep. back a single. par- 
ticle of information which might be necessary. to 
the formation. of their judgment. It was well 
known that, when the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions presented any measure, they threw open 
every avenve of information. His wish wa’ to 
keep the several calls for information distitiel, as 
no benefit could arise from trammelling one with 
another. 

If the gentleman from Maine had understood 
| him to say “that he admitted any doubt as to the terri- 
|| tory in dispute, he must haveexpressed himself very 
i| imperfectly. He would take that opportunity to 
i] state that he had examined that subject for-many 
years, and had come to the conclusion that the claim 
of the State of Maine was established and sustained 
on every ground, and that he saw no legal title in 
the British Government. But he would ask, now 
that the subject had remained unsettled for up- 
wards of twenty-five years, would it not appear 
ungenerous to press the subject when Great 
Britain-was involved in domestic troubles of her 
own., Would not the nations of Europe infer that 
H stich an act was a prouf of our weakness, in seizing: 
| on such a moment of embarrassment to obtain that 


H 
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which we had sought in vain for a whole genera- 
tion? Were an individual, having a quarrel with. 
another which he had failed to prosecute for years, 
to rush upon his enemy when he was attacked by 4 

| third person, it would be esteemed an uñmanly and- 
cowardly act. Therefore, as we had suffered. the 
i 

|; 

( 


affair to lie dormant so long, he trusted that, under 
the present peculiar circumstances, it would not be 
pressed. Yet he coincided fully with the gentle 
man from New Fork, (Mr. Fillmore,) that the Go- 
vernment of the Guited States onght to protect our’ 
| frontier, and he usted that the interest and honor’ 
i; of the nation would be guarded with the greatest 
i| zeal, and if it should be proved that aggressions had 
| been made, he was convinced that the legislative 
i} and executive powers would not express the willof- 
i| the people if they did not insist on rey 


sation, 
| Mr. SIBLEY, when reviewing our present pi s:i- 
'} tion, was convinced that peace could not long, re 
i| main, unless more energetic measures were adopted. 
He had felt afraid that the Executive had not 
ij adopted such measures as the laws now existing 
|| placed in his power. Bat if, after all thore means 
i| had been tried and found ineffectual, he veould then 
be willing to grant additional pow er. 

Mr. PATTON, although he believed the fears of 
| the gentlemen who had offered the amendments to 
3 be wholly unfounded, thought thas much time 
i| might be saved, and ‘the end atiained, by further 
il amending the resolution, SO as to call on the Presi- 
| dent to furnish information on the various proposi- 
i| tions in separate communications. 
| Mr. FILLMORE had no objection to accept of the: 
l 
| 


amendment; but before he took his seat, he would 
state that the charge of arms having been taken 
from the public arsenals, was a mistake. It was 
true that a quantity of arms had been taken fren 
Buffalo, but not from any of the arsenals, 

After some oe remarks from Messrs. CUSH- - 
ING and F. J. SMITH, the amendnients. of 
||. Messrs. FILLMORE and ADAMS were severally 
| agreed to; and the question recurring on the vrigi- 
| nal resolution as amended, it was adopted. -~ 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a.com 
munication from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
transmitting the stafements cf the . incorporated 
banks of the District of Columbia; which, on mo: 


i 
i 
' 
į 
i 


t 


CAIN 


PAYNE: 


tion of Mr E 
tee for the District 


gt 


"The following petitions, presented on ‘Tuesday 
last; were accidentally omitted. in the. proceed- 


ings of tnat day : : aeons > a? 

Mr. BRODHEAD of New York presented a pe- - 
tiidn of Einathan Sears, of Sallivan county, New 
York, for additional pension, - -Also, a petition of 
Henry Maskeneaugh, of the county of Ulster, New 
York, praying for-a. pensión; which was referred 
to. the. Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.” 
Also, a petition ‘of 44 legal voters of the county.of 
Ulster, New York, to:abolish slavery in the Ter- 
vitories-of the United ‘States, and especially in the 
District of Columbia; which was laid-on the table, 
on his motion: ~ Also, a petition of 33 legal voters 
of the town. of Plattahill, New York, not to admit 
any new State into the Union the Constitation of 
which tolerates domestic slavery. ` f 


“IN SENATE, ; 
a Fripay, January 5, 1838. 

Mr MeKEAN presented the petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, relative to the compietion of the 
frigate Raritan; referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, f a 


DISTURBANCES. ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

The CHAIR. communicated the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, on the 
Subject of the warin Canada: 
To thé Seiizte and © = 


shown: thatthe existing laws are ‘insufficient to 
guard against hostile. invasion, from the United. 
States, of the territory of friendly and neighboring 
nations: BOM ge E 
The laws in free provide sufficient penalties for 
the punistiment of such offences, after they have 
been committed, and provided. the’ parties canbe 
found; but the Execttive is powerless’ in. many 
cases to prevent the commission of them, even 
when in possession ‘of ample evidence of an in- 
tention on the part of evil-disposed persons to vio- 
late our laws. i ; Í 
“Your ‘Attention is caled 
legislation. ‘It is apparent that the Executive ought 
to be clothed: with adequate power, éffectually to 
restrain all ‘persons within our jurisdiction from 
the commission of acts’ of this character. . They 
tend to disturb the” peace of the country, and in- 
évitably involve ‘the Government in. perplexing 
be ae with foreign powers. I recommend 
a careful revision of -all the laws now in foice, 
and such additional: enactments as may be neces- 
sary to vest in the Executive full power to prevent 
injuries being inflicted. upon. neighboring nations 
by the nnauthorized and unlawful acts of citizens 
of the United States, or of other persons who may 


necessity of anearly action on the part of Congress, 
abmitHerewith-a copy of-a letter received from 
"the northern district of New York, 
‘directed to repair to the frontier, and 


ES, Was refered to the Commit- | 


to this ‘defect-in our 


take-all authorized measures to secure the faithful 


exeeation of és 


SA : C M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, January 5, 1838. 1 

The- message, with the accorapanying papers, 
having been read-by the Secretary 

Mr. CLAY rose‘to express his full conviction of 

| the necessity of some early aetionon this important 

siibject. -No spectacle could be more revolt ng to 
the feelings of a free people, than a war either 
among themselves or with another country. The 
views.of the Executive met his highest approbation, 
but it was the duty of Congress to examine, and, 
if the existing laws were not adequate to prevent 
the alleged interference of ‘our citizens, others 
‘should be forthwith enacted for the full accom- 
‘plishment of an cbject so desirable. Mr. C. ad- 
verted, in connection, to the vexatious and unset- 
ued state of our Northern boundary, which state of 
things tended to increase the danger which now 
threatened us. He had witnessed a similar course 
of policy on the part of our citizens during recent 
occurrences of a similar character’ in another 
quarter; on which subject, however, he had never 
expressed his opinion, nor should he Go so now. 
” IE the people of this country choose to renounce 
their citizenship, it was perhaps allowable; but any 
interference with a rebellion, in a country. with 
which we were at peace, should-meet the earliest 
attention of our Government. ‘We might, as. citi- 
zens, freely, and in any manner we thought proper, 
express our sympathies with either belligerent par- 
ty, buf in no case lend them aid or countenance. 
He did not consider he had any right to express an 
opinion relative to the course of ‘the Canadians. 
They might be right, or they might be wrong, in 
the course they were pursuing. It was the duty of 
every citizen to remain quiet, nor even express 
opinions, till such expression had been made by 
the Government. 23 

He hoped that to whatever committee the subject 
might be referred, they would examine with the 
greatest care and strictest scrutiny the question on 
both sides. Examine whether or not the action of 
our citizens had not been limited to some-disputed 
territory, cr whether arms, ‘munitions of war, or 
supplies, had been furnished, and which, if proved 
true, such conduct must be viewed by Government 
as in the highest degree reprehensible. 

He wouid express no opinion, nor make a mo- 


- tion as to thereference, but should think that either - 


the Committee on the fudiciary or on Foreign Af- 
fairs the most appropriate. i 

Mr. CALIIOUN had felt from the beginning of 
the troubles in Canada the greatest anxiety, and a 
fear that it might result in difficulties to this coun- 
try. He hoped the. existing laws, ‘probibiting the 
interference of our citizens, would be rigidly en- 
forced; and if, on examination, they should be 
found insnflicient tò meet. the exigencies of the 
case, that new ones would be speedily enacted. He 


would set forth in the strongest light the terrible | 


consequences of a war with Great Britain at the 
present time. 

He urged, in the most emphatic manner, the ne- 
cessity of clothing the’ Executive with all needfal 
additional power, if the Jaws in force were in this 
respect too limited. He moved the reference to the 
‘Committee on Foreign Relations. | f 

Mr: NORVELL said that no portion of the peo- 
ple of the United States were more deeply. in- 
terested in this subject than the. inhabitants of the 
State which he had the honor, in part, to represent. 
Between a part of that State, and the Upper Pro- 
vince of Canada, there was a river, the dividing 


line, only of one mile wide.. The peace of our- 


citizens in that quarter was daily and hourly ex- 
posed to violation in ibe progress of this civil war 
inthe. adjacent Province. Persons bélonging to 
both-of the parties in this foreign contest would seek 
refuge, sympathy and aid from our people, among 
whom there might be individuals disposed to jeopard 
the neutrality and: peace: of the country, in their 


anxiety to strengthen: the cause which they espoused. | 


It was exceedingly desirable that this should, if pos- 
sible, be prevented. Gur own rights cand liberties 
were toc precious to be jeoparded in those prema- 
ture and badly digested civil broils between 


f different portions of the same foreign peo- 


. The honorable Senator from Ken 
had expres eutinent on this subject. 
ut Mr. y risen to express. his earnest 
sclicitade, that to whatever Commtttee the Bxxecu- 
live message might be referred, an early and prompt 
report would be made, “He only, regretted that. in 
other and previous cases of beligerent contrever- 
sies between different portions of other foreign 
States, an equally rigid coursé of neutrality had 
not been pursued. He knew that, so far as the 
Executive had been concerned, all its~means had 
„been exerted to preserve our neutral position.. But 
the laws were inadequate to the object, and ought 
to be revised and made stronger, . 
dr. DAVIS most heartily concurred with the 
sentiments of the Senators who had preceded him, 
and also in the views of the Executive, on this mo- 
mentous subject. Congress, he considered, were 
under the most sacred obligations to preserve the 
present pacific relations between ourselves and 
foreign powers. It wits a duly we owed ‘to our- 
selves and to other rations, to preserve to the utmost, 
obedience to. the treaties existing, and to enforce 
rigidly their observance on the part of our citizens 
with such nations, while with them we continue at 
peace. . : 
It seemed to him there had been too long mani- 
fested by our citizens a disposition to interfere with 


tucky 


. the affairs of our neighbors of the frontiers, and it 


would appear that the efforts of those whosé duty 
it was to enforce the laws had urged on and en- 
couraged such ‘measures, .rather than laboring to 
suppress them. He had no opinions to express re- 
lative to these facts, as connected with recent difi- 
culties on our southern border, or in the affairs of 
Canada. Itwasamatter of deep regret that the 
Government. had not more strictly enforced this 
duty, andequally did be regret that the attention of 
Congress had not been earlier called to the subject. 

Some definiteand decisive measures had now 
become necessary, in order effectually to preserve 
our.good taith and character as a nation, If the 
Executive power was not strong enough, by all 
means enlarge it, by enacting new laws on the 
subject. Ofall evils that could now befall this na- . 
tion; the most deplorable in its effects would be a 
war, with Great Britain. 

We all well know the strength and power of that 
country, and equally well we know that our pro- 
gress, improvement, and success, is bata growing 
weakness. . He would express his thanks to the Se- 
nator from Kenincky, (Mr. Clay.) forhaving made 
mention of our unhapsy differences relative to the 
seltlement of our northeastern boundary, He 
contended that “it was more forcibly evident 
that cur Government had too long slumbered.and 
slept on this subject. Our difficulties would now, 
on tnis score, be greatly augmented. “In entering 
into an investigation on the subject directly before 
Congress, it became also their imperative daty 
to investigate this matter also. It was due 
to the country to know whether Great. Britain 
does or does: not make practical use of this dis- 
puted territory. Whether, if there are:not really 
roads and yegular mails established throughout, 
it isnot made of practical utility; and if, over this 
same district, there have not been transmitted troops, 
munitions of war, and supplies of provisions, for 
the use of their forces. It is not to inquire, at 
this time, if sue has occupied the territory by a ci- 
vil force or jarisd:ction, but if she has no further 
made use of it than to carry troops across, her 
point.is gained. It is all the privilege the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain would ask of us. Tt is all 
she wants. The territory is to her not worth hag. 
ing, except for sach practical purposes, 

After some remarks by Mr, BENTON in favor. 
of the motion to commit, the documenta were re~ 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. MERRICK, the Senator elect from Mary- 
land, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
James Muller, to be indemnified for the loss of his 
plantation in the Florida war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. . 

Mr, RIVES presented the petition of James 
Morgan, for compensation for expenses Incurred 
ia the pubiic service: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


OMe. ANE 
from. cilizens ‘of Philadel Ipbia, for. ihe pielon of. 
referred. fo; the « orm ee on. 


sin the ‘District of Cotambia, for ar’ exte 
‘referred to ‘the Committee on 


, ‘charters: 
f Finance : 
"Mr, BENTON introduced i a. bill for the relict o£ 
‘the. heirs of «General Wiliam: Eaton: read and or- 
i ‘dered to: be wrinted. - . 
Also, a bill providing for thë uniform pay N for 
horses lost ih the United States military service: or- 
dered to a second. reading... i 
Mr. YOUNG, from ‘the’ Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill forthe relief of. Hoben. 
- Bilk for the relief of Ell. Horton. 
“Pill for the relief of Benjamin Morse. 
“Bi it for the relief of Francis-Gardner:; 
Ufor the relief of John. M. Holland ; 


W hich. were ‘severally read, and ordered ta a 


$ seconil reading. . 

HUBBARD, ‘fiom: ‘the’ Committee on 

s, reported `a.. bill for the relief of Jonathan 

Davis: rdered, with the report, to be printed. 
‘Mr. WALL, from ‘the, Committee on Military 


Ba ' Affairs, ri “ported a bill explanatory of an act esta- 


lishing’ the: pay: of brevet ofeers: ordered to'a 
second reading. 

` Mr. NORVELL gave notice, that to-morrow he 

should ask feaveto ixtroduce a bill. sappleracn- 

tary ta the “actto. provide for the adjusiment of 


titles of land in the town of Detroit and Territory | 


of Michigan, and for other purposes,” and a bill 
for the relief of Augustus A. Nicholson. 


On motion of Mn NORVELL, 


Revived, That the Contmittee on the Post Office f 


and Post Roadsi inquire. into the expediency o 
blishing a mail rotite: from Mackinac to ae 
Ste: Maries ifthe! State of Michigan. 


Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from the | 


us Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, of the city ot 
“ Dewoit, praying for the passage of a bill, supple- 
`> mentary lo the “Act to provide for the adjustment 
of titles. to land in the town of Detroit, and Territo- 
ry oF Michigan, and for other pürposes:”? referred 
to the Comtnittee- on the Public Lands. 
Mr. N; also presenten a memorial from sundry 
‘Inhabitants of the State of Michigan, praying lor an 
appropriation to improve the harbor of Port hei- 
o don, atthe, mouth of Pigeon riv er, on Lake Michi- 
“gan: Bie to the Commitee oo Commer t, 

oS Mre Ni also “presented a petition from F 
Cicotte, of. the: county of, Wayne, State. of) Muchi- 
gan, praying agrant of jahd: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

| Mr. LINN introduced. a bill for the relief of ©. 
Maraud and others: read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolatiouary ’Claiths. 

Mr. WALL, from. the Committee on’ Military 
‘Afai rs, reported a ‘bill accompanied by a special 


Anes 


report for the relief of Mary. A. Kirkpatriek: read, 
and ordered-to be printed: ` > 
: On motion-of Mr. WALKER, 
“Resolved, That'th ‘Committee on the È Post Office 


and :Post-Roads inquire. into’ the. expediency of 
extending certain post routes.in Mississippi. i 

Also, from same committe, reporting adverse to 
‘the petition: of James ‘Allen: adopted. 


Also, from. same. commitee, reporting | adverse i 


to the petition of the Union Bank of Georgetown, 


for compensation for.money lost at the Baltimore - 


Post Office; which report was, -on motion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN, laid over for one day. 

Mr. PRESTON from the Commitee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to. amend the act: of 1828, 
establishing the pay of: ‘brevet ofii igers:, ordered 10 
~a second reading. i 

: Mr, ROBINSON, om the “Gomi mittee on the 

“ Post Office and. Post Roads, reported adverse to 
‘the | etition of John Lae and another ni for cothpen- 


 esired cto know of” e Commitiee 
ey had. examined the facts relative to 


“awhile 
agen (E 


no idence brought before ‘them: except such as 


as ROANE presented the memorial of se Feral 
: on: 


hat the Committee had 


Being, transmitted: by mail, and lost 4 
ind through.: Reviect of jhe — 


_ vell, 


“more had ‘been: 


the mail, and wa 


-ble. 


_privil 
that place; and had been 


tor the offence;-yet, there was no proof: that-the mo-. 
ney alleged ‘to: have’ been ‘lost was among that 


“which was:purloined at the time. =` : 
-> MrsCLAY admitted that the legal conclasions 
‘of the committee were perfectly correct, . yet he 
“wished that the inquiry into- the matter might not 
It was.a subject which interested’ the ; 


stop here. 
citizens of ever? section of the country. It was 
understood to be the practice in-many places to ad 


mit certain persons into the offices, and to exaroine ` 


the contents of the mail. Such admissions on the 
part of postmasters he thought highly reprehensi- 
He wished to inquire to what extent the prac- 
It was a good, opportunity to 
For 


tice was carried. 
make a thorough investigation rof the matter. 


-any individual to be permitted to break open the 


maiis and handle the leners and other. contents, 
was contrary to the spirit-of, the institution, and 
should receive the strict scrutiny of Congress. 

Mr. C. wished also. to inquire whether the 
particular casein question had been inv estigated by 
the Postmaster General? 

Mr. ROBINSON replied, that he understood the 
whole matter had received a thorough investigation 
by that officer. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that the report be iaid 
on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

The report of the Committee on Nava! Affairs, 
adverse to the petition of Nathan Gunnison, was 
adopted- 

A report frem ‘the Secretary of State, relative to 
the number and salaries of clerks employed yn tha! 
department; also, from the Treasury Déeparanent, 
stating the condition of the banks of the District of 
Columbia 3 also, from the War. Departmen, rela- 
tive to a survey of Owls Head and other harbors, 
in Maine: severally laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the resolutions 
offered by him yesterday relative to the annexation 
of Texas to the United States, were taken up; and 
he moved that the ‘consideration thereof be made 
‘ae eneuial order of the day for Tuesday week next. 

Same, Abjection. to the. motion being made by 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama. and MORRIS, 

A motion &xing on the first Monday of February 
for that purpose was agreed to. 

The consideration of Mr. Carvorn’s resolutions 
on the subject of abolition was resumed. ~- A- dis- 
rian thereon was continued till a late- hour, 

thout taking a vote on any question except the 
adopton, offered by Mr. ALLEN, of an amendment 
io an amendment to. the third resolution offered 
yesterday by Mr. Smrt of Indiana, This amend- 
ment was adopted—yeas 32, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of "Alabama, Slay of Ken- 
tneky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
Pierce; Preston, Rives, Roane, ` Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of. Conneciicut, Southard, Strange, 
Walker, White, Wiliams, Wright, and Young 
—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Davis, 


Knight; McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 


gles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, 3 and Wail 


When, on motion of Mr. ‘CLAY, 
The Senat e adjourned. 


{On Wednesday, Mr. NORVELL presented a 
memorial from sundry inhabitants of the county of 
Berrien, State of Michigan, praying for the passage 
ofa general pre-emption law. 
on: the motion of: the: ‘same - Senator, ordered to be 


pened is 


pete IN SENATE, | 
~ i> Ssrorpay, Jan. 6,1838 ocio 
Mu WALKER presented the petition of: citi- 


zens of Mississippi for actefations fo the mail 


routes: -referted.to the Ce mr nittee on the. Post Qr- 
fice and Post Roads. = 


EA 


eae to: enter the. ‘post office ; in. 
found: guilty. of . robbing -|f 
ow suffering due punishment’ ji 


The memorial was, ` 


| ris, Prentiss, Robbins, 


| 
| 


| 


‘A. Davis, of 
"pies of: the United ‘Slates , Laws: ordered 
r printed: ~ 

Mr. N ORVYELL inirođaced a bul suppleme 

to an act: providing ‘for the ‘adjustment. of land”. 
< daims in the town of. Detroit and Te itary of 

“Michigan: read and referred to the Committ l 

Public Lands. - 

Mr. M*KEAN said he hoped, in these- Ñ 
extraordinary resolutions, it “would nor be thongs ; 
presumptuous in him to offer some-small . i 
‘that even he, humble as he was, : was not. wholly. 
‘irtesolute; he therefore proposed to lay the reoli- 
tions which he held in his hand, on the table, to 
come up in their order: 

I. Resolved, That Congress possess: tio. Power. 
under the Constitution to abolish slavery where it 

exists in any of the States of this Union. 

2., Resolved, That st is inexpedient, at this: time, 
to legislate on the subject of slavery in the District’ 
of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the petitión of James 
Smulley. for relief, on which the Committeé on 

|. Military Affairs had reported adversely; was ‘re 
committed to the same committee. 

Mr. ROBBINS introduced the resolutions ‘of the 
Genera! Assembly of Rhode Island,’ ete. remon: 
strating against the admission of Texas into the 
Union “of the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on: the Pablic 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Philip Le- 
gare, accompanied by a report: read, and: ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN ‘gave notice that he should, 
on Monday, introduce a bill to repeal duties on 
certain imports; 

On motion of Mr. HUBRARD, 

. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate com: 
pile or.cause to be printed for the use of the Senate 
an alphabetical list of all. the petitions for private 
claims which have been presented for the Jast twen- 
ty years, with the action: of the Senate on- each. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

Ordered, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy. 


cause 


i tobe printed an edition of two thousand copies of 


the report embracing Professor Hassier’s. survey 
of the eoast, for the use of Government and for. dis- 
tribution. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 

Ordered, That the papers relating to a certain 
survey of Prince’ and other bays, he taken from 
the files and referred. 

The consideration of Mr. Cansovy’ s Tesolations 
was then resumed. 

Mr.. MORRIS. spoke at length in favor ‘an 
amendment. offered by him on the amendment. pro- 
posed by Mr. ALLEN to the third resolution. 
This amendment was rejected by a vote, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Davis, Knight, McKean, Mor- 
Sraith of Indiapa, Swift 


and Webster—9. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
: Clay of Kentucky,. Clayion, Cuthbert, Futon, 
Hnbbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mer- 
rick, (Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Walker, White, Williams, Wrightand Young—32. 

Messrs. NORVELL and SEVIER subsequently 
came in, and asked leave te record their votes, 
which was objected to. 

The question then recurred onthe adoption of 
Mr. Sauts’s amendment, as amended by Mr. Ar- 
LEN, and rejected, with an understanding ‘that it 
was to be offered and appended to the resolutions 
after their passage, and which reads as follows: 

“That nothing in the foregoing resolutions is 
intended to recognise the right “of Congress toim- 
pair, in any manner, the freedom of speech, or of 
the press, or the right of petition, as secured by the 
Constitution to the citizens of the several States, 
within the States respectively.” 

_ After some iurther discussion on the adaption of 
the third resolution as amended- 


Mr. BAYARD: ‘proposed to farther. aunend i, by 
striking. out the words “Several: States. | 
. Union, * and to insert from, the; Constitution. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


BETH CONG. ZND Bess. 
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“he: people of the United. States,” on which 

question he asked the yeas and nays, when, there 

appeared for it 8, against it.34, as follows:: 
YEAS-—Mesars. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 


Prentiss; Smith, of Indiana, Swift, and Web- | 


ster-—8 

NAYS—Messrs: Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lin; skin, Lyon, 


Merrick, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- j 


vell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, R obinsen, 
Sevier, Smith of. Connecticut, Stfasige, Tip- 
ton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—34. 

On taking the question on the adoption of the 
third resolution, the vote resulted as follows: 

YEAS—ldessrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Baubbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Lyon, 
Merrick; Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Pres- 
ton, Päves, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Walker, White, Wiliems, 
Wright, and Young—31. i f 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Mc- 
Kean, Morris, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, Tipton, and Webster—11. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to Tuesday next, which was 
carried. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, Jan. 8, 1838. : 
The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, ABRAHAM Van Bu- 
REN, Esq. 
To the Senate and 
Howse, of Representatives, United States. 
In the highly excited state of feeling on the 


northern: frontier, occasioned by the disturbances 


in Canada, it was to be apprehended that causes of 


complaint might arise on the line dividing the Uni- 
ted States from her Britannic Majesty’s dominions. 
Every precaution was therefore taken on our part 
authorized by the existing laws, and as the troops 
of the provinces were embodied on the Canadian 
side, it was hoped that no serious violation of the 
rights of the United States would be permitted to 
occar. I regret, however, to inform you. that an 
outrage of a most aggravated character has been 


committed, accompanied by a hostile though tem-- 


porary invasion of our territory, producing the 
strongest feelings of resentment on the part of our 
citizens in the neighborhood, and in the whole 
border line, and that the excitement previously 
existing has been alarmingly increased. To guard 
against the possible recurrence of any similar act, 
‘| have thought it indispensable to call outa por- 
tion of the- mllitia to. be posted on that frontier. 
The documents herewith’ presented to Congress, 
show the character of the outrage committed, the 
measures taken in.corsequence of its occurrence, 


and the necessity forresorting to them. 

t will also be seen that the subject was immedi- 
ately brought to’ the notice of the British minister 
accredited to’ this country, and the proper steps 
taken on our part to obtain the fullest information 
of all the circumstances leading to and attendant 
upon the transaction, preparatory to a demand for 
reparation.. I ask such appropriations as the eir- 
cumstances in which-our country is thus unexpect- 


edly placed require. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnineron, Jan. 8, 1838. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1838. 


VOLUME beeen NO. 6. 


WEEKLY—— 


PRICE $1. PER SESSION. 


Wr. Rogers to the President. 
Burrato, Dec. 30, 1837. 
Sin: Enclosed are copies or affidavits which E 
have prepared in great haste, and which contain all 


that is material ia relation to the gross and extra- | 


ordinary transaction to which they relate. Our 
whole. frontier is in commotion, and I fear it will 
be difficult to restrain our citizens from revenging, 
by a resort to arms, this flagrant invasion of our 
territory. Every thing that can be done will be by 


the public authorities to prevent so injudicious a 


movement. The respective sheriffs of Eric and 
Niagara have taken the responsibility of calling ou 1 
the militia, to guard the frontier, and prevent any 
further depredations. . 
I am, sir, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. W. ROGERS, 
District Attorney for Erie county, 

5 and acting for the U. S. 

To his Excellency M. Van Buren, 
President of the United States. 


Srare or New York, Niagara county, ss. 

Gilman Appleby, of the city of Buffalo, being 
sworn, says, that he left the port of Buffalo on the 
morning of the 29th instant, in the steamboat Caro - 
line, owned by William Wells, of Buffalo, and 
bound for Schlosser, upon the east side of the Nia- 
gara river, and within the United States. That 
this deponent commanded the said Caroline, and 
that she was cleared from Buffalo with a view to 
ran between said Buffalo and Schlosser, carry pas- 
sengers, freight, ete. ‘That this deponent caused 
the said Caroline to be landed at Black Rock, on 
her way down; and that, while at Black Rock, 
this deponent caused the American flag to be run. 
up; and that, soon after leaving Black Rock har- 
bor, a volley of musketry was discharged at the 
Caroline from the Canada shore, but without. in- 
jury. That the said Caroline continued her 
course down the Niagara river unmolested, and 
landed outside of certain scows or boats attached 
to Navy Island, where a number of passen- 
gers disembarked, and, as this deponent sup- 
poses, certain articles of freight were landed. 
‘That from this point the Caroline ran to Schlos- 
ser, arriving there at three o’clock in the afternvon; 
that, between this time and dark, the Caroline 
made two trips to Navy Island, landing as belore, 
That, at about six o’clock in the evening, this le- 
ponent caused the said Caroline to be landed at 
Schlosser, and made fast with ehains to the dock at 
that place. That the crew and officers of the Caro- 
line numbered ten, and that, in the course of the 
evening, twenty-three individuals, all of whom 
were citizens of the United States, came on board 
of the Caroline, and requested this deponent and 
other officers of the boat to permit them to’ remain 
on board during the night, as they were unable to get 
lodgings at the tavern near by; these requests were 
acceded to, and the persons thus coming on board 
retired to rest, as did also all of the crew and offi- 
cers of the Caroline, except such as were stationed to 
watch during the night. That about midnight, this 
deponent was informed by one of the watch that 
several boats filled with men were making towards 
the Caroline from the river, and this deponent im- 
mediately gave the alarm, and before he was able 
to reach the deck the Caroline was boarded by some 
seventy or eighty men, all of whom were armed. 
That they immediately commenced a warfare with 
muskets, swords, and cutlasses, upon the defence- 
less crew and passengers of the Caroline under a 
fierce cry of “G—d damn them, give them no quar- 
ters; kill every man; fire! fire!” That the Caro- 
line was abandoned without resistance, and the 
only effort made by. either the crew or passengers 
seemed to be toescape slaughter. That this depo- 
nent narrowly escaped; having received several 
wounds, none of which, however, are of a serious 
character. That immediately after the Caroline 
fell into the hands of the armed force who boarded 
her, she was set on fire, cut loose from the dock, 


A 


was towed into the current of the river, there aban- 
doned, and soon after descended the Niagara Falls; 
that this deponent has made vigilant search alter the 
individuals, thirty-three in number, who are known 
to have been’ on the Caroline at the time she was 
boarded, and twenty-one only are to be found, one 
of whom, to wit, Amos Durfee, of Buffalo, was 
found dead upon the dock, having recéived a shot 
from a musket, the ball of which penetrated the 
back part of the head, and came out at the forehead. 
James H. King and Captain C. F. Harding were 
seriously, though not mortally wounded. Several 
others received slight wounds. The twelve indivi- 
duals who are missing, this deponent has no doubt 
were either murdered upon the steamboat, or found 
a watery grave in the cataract of the falls. And 
this deponent further says, that immediately after 
the Caroline was got into the current of the stream 
and abandoned, as before stated, beacon lights were 
discovered upon the Canada shore, near Chippewa; 
and after sufficient tıme had elapsed to enable the 
boats to reach that shore, this deponent distinctly 
heard loud and vociferous cheering at that point. 
That this deponenthas no doubt that the individuals 
who boarded the Caroline were a part of the British 
forces now stationed at Chippewa. `, 
GILMAN APPLEBY. 

Subscribed and sworn, December 30, 1837, 
before me, S. B. Piper, Commissioner of Deeds, 
etc. for Niagara county. 


— 


Sravu or New Yorn, Niagara county, ss. 

Charles F. Harding, James H. King, Joshua H. 
Smith, William Seaman, William Kennedy, Wil- 
liam Wells, John Leonard, Sylvanus Staring, 
and John Haggarty, being sworn, severally, de- 
pose and say that they have heard the foregoing 
affidavit of Gilman Appleby, read; that they were 
on the Caroline at the time she was boarded as stated 
in said affidavit, and,that all thejfacts sworn to by 
said Appleby as occurring after the said Caroline 
was so boarded as aforesaid, are correct and true. 

C. F. HARDING, 
JAMES H. KING, 

J. H. SMITH, 

WM. SEAMAN, 

WM. KENNEDY, 
WM. WELLS, 

JOHN LEONARD, 
SYLVANUS STARING, 
JOHN C. HAGGARTY. 

Sworn and subscribed, December 30, 1837, be- 
fore me, S. B. Piper, Commissiover of Deeds for 
Niagara county. 

Mr. Poinsett to Gen. Séett. 
Department or War, 
January 5, 1838. 

Six: You will repair, without delay, to the 
Canada fronticr of the United States, and assume 
the military command there. : 

Herewith you will receive duplicate letters to 
the Governors of the States of New York and 
Vermont, requesting them to call into the service 
of the United States such a militia force as you 
may deem necessary for the defence of that fron- 
tier of the United States. 

This power has been confided to you in the full 
persuasion that you will use it discreetly, and ex- 
tend the call only so far as circumstances may 
seem to require. 

It is important that the troops called into the 
service should be, if possible, exempt from that 
state of excitement which the late violation of our 
territory has created,and you will therefore impress 
upon the Governors of these border States the pro- 
priety of selecting troops from a portion of the 
State distant from the theatre of action. 

The Executive possesses no legal authority to 
employ the military force to restrain persons with- 
in our jurisdiction, and who ought to be under our 
control, from violating the laws, by making incur- 
sions into the territory of neighboring and friendly 
nations. with hostile intent. I can give you, there- 


fore, no-instructions on that subject; but request 
that-you-will-use your influence to preventsuch ex- 
cesses; and.to preserve the- character of this Go- 
vernmentfor-good faith anda proper regard for 
the rights: iendly powers. 

Ibe calléd into the service for 
less sooner discharged; and in 
ou will designate the number of 
re that the officers do not exceed 


a due 

It is deemed’ important that the administrative 
branch of the service should be conducted, wher- 
ever practicable, by officers of the regular army. 

The disposition of the force, with regard to the 
points to be occupied, is confided to your discretion, 
military skill, and intimate. knowledge of the coun- 
try; and the amount of that force must depend upon 
the character and duration of the contest now going 
on in Canada, and the disposition manifested by 
the people and the public authorities of that colony. 

The President indulges a hope that outrages, 
similar to that which lately occurred at Schlosser, 
will not be repeated; and that you will-be able to 
maintain the peace of that frontier without being 
called upon to use the force which has been con- 
fided to you. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. R. POINSETT. 
Byt. Maj.. Gen. WINFIELD Scorr, 
> Washington City. 


Mr. Poinsett to Gov. Marcy. 


Department or War, 
January 5, 1838. 
Sie: The territory of the United States having 
been violated by a party of armed men from the 
Canada shore, and apprehensions being entertained, 
from the highly excited feelings of both parties, 
that similar outrages may lead to an invasion of 
our soil, the President has thought prover to exer- 
cise the autaority vestea in nim oy. aw, ana call 
out such a militia force as may be deemed neces- 
sary to protect the frontiers of the United States 
I am, in consequence. instructed by the Presi- 
dent to request you wi. Ca.. into ne service or the 
United States, and place under the command? ° 
Brevet Major Generat Scott, suca mhiuatorce as 
he may require to be employed on the Canada 
frontier, for the purpose herein set forth. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT, 
His Excellency W. L. Marcy, 
Governor of N. Y. Albany, N. Y. 
[Same to: his Excellency, Siras H. Jewnnison, 
Governor of Vermont, Montpelier, Vermont.] 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 5, 1838. 

Sır: By the direction of the President of the 
United States, I have the honor to communicate to 
you a copy of the evidence furnished to this De- 
partment of an extraordinary outrage committed 
from Her Britannic Majesty’s. province of Upper 
Canada; on the persons and property of citizens of 
the United States, within the jurisdiction: of the 
State of New York. ‘The destruction of the pro- 
perty, and assassination of citizens of the United 
States on the soil of New ' York, at the moment 
when, as is well known to you, the President was 
anxiously endeavoring to allay the excitement, and 
earnestly seeking to prevent any unfortunate oc- 
currence on the frontier of Canada, has produced 
upon his mind the most painful. emotions of 
surprise and regret. It will necessarily form 
the subject of a demand for redress upon Her 
Majesty’s Government. This communication 
is. made. to you under the expectation that, 
through your instrumentality, an early explanation 
may be obtained from the authorities of Upper 
Canada. of all the circumstances of the transaction; 
andi that, by your advice to those authorities, such 
decisive: precautions may be used as will render 
the perpetration of similar acts hereafter impossi- 
ble. :.Not:doubting the disposition of the Govern- 
ment of ‘UppérCanada to do-its duty in punishing 
the aggressors and’ preventing future outrage, the 


‘President, notwithstanding, has deemed it necessa- 
‘ry to order a sufficient force on the frontier to repel © 


any attempt of a like character, and-to. make 
known to you that if it should occur, he. cannot be 
answerable for the effects of the indignation of the 
neighboring People of the United States. 

T take this occasion io renew to you the assu- 
rance of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

To Henry S. Fox, Esq. &c. &c. 


The message having been read, 

Mr. HOWARD said that seeing the President, 
in the conclusion of the Message, called for.an ap- 
propriation, he should move its reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, otherwise. he 
should have moved to refer it to the Committee. on 
Foreign Affairs, He also took that opportunity to 
inform the House that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs held a meeting on Saturday, and again this 
morning, on the message referred to them on Fri- 
day, but that they were not, as yet, prepared to re- 
port any measures. 

Mr. DE GRAFF called for the reading of the 
accompanying documents, which was ordered; and 
the same having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Chair if the 
message just read was in response to the resolution 
making a call for information on the subject of 
Canada on Friday last? 

The CHAIR replied that nothing appeared in 
that document to induce the belief that it was. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that so much of the 
Message as related to the call for appropriations 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and the residue thereof to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. T: said he had no special preference be- 
tween those committees; but it was a matter 
of infinite importance that so weighty a subject 
should be referred to the different committees se- 
lected with a view to the particular subjects to he 
brought up to their consideration. He said that 
it became the House to be cautious and guarded in 
the extreme, for no man could tell the extremities 
to which he might be disposed to go, if he suffered 
his private feelings to prevail on this most out- 
rageous and barbarous massacre. He had crn- 
fidence that the matter would be properly con- 
ducted by the Federal Executive, though he must 
say that he looked upon the letter of Mr. Forsyth 
as altogether too vague. The act referred to was 
a murder—a foul, wilful, deliberate, unmitigated 
murder, He was as sensible as any man of the 
tremendous consequences of a war between this 
country and Great Britain. The history of he 
world did not present such; but still there were 
circumstances in this instance that demanded the 
fullest atonement, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG should not, in the present 
position of this question, go into any debate on the 
possibility or probability of a war between this 
country and Great Britain, or on the very atrocious 
circumstances now disclosed, for he considered 
that it would be premature; but he rose to suggest 
to the gentleman from Maryland to adopt the mo- 
dification of the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. HOWARD assented to the suggestion, and 
so modified his motion. 

Mr. HAYNES said that he should not say one 
word on the present occasion, had it not. been for 
the remarks of his honorable friend from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Thompson.) He stood here the 
defender and apologist of no man. But he was 
sure, when the Secretary of State characterized the 
outrage referred to as assassination, and demanded 
the punishment of its perpetrators, he had used no 
vague language. 

` Mr. GRAY called for the reading of Speaker 
McNabb’s letter to Mr. Rogers, the District Attor- 
ney at Buffalo, dated Dec. 29, 1837, disclaiming 
any intention to infringe the neutrality, which was 
done. 

Mr. FILLMORE insisted that that letter was 
only in relation to Grand Island, and was no dis- 


' elaimer of the particular act referred to, since it 


was written before these outrages. i 
Mr. GRAY did not rise for the purpose of excus- 


‘ing the deed which was said to haye been done, 
“bathe was opposed to any course during the pre. 


pt ae any annem rent nent a; 


mA 


“sent state of things which nave. ast ten: 
dency to place-us-in a warlike position with Great”: 


uld have the least ten: 


Britain. He thonght it the duty of gentlemen ts 
investigate the. facts calmly, before they expressed -. 
themselves so warmly, more especially at this par- 
ticular ‘period, when we were engaged in a waron. 
the southern frontier. . sae 
Mr. TILLINGHAST thought it extremely im- 
portant that the feeling of excitement in ‘the North’ 
should not be further excited by discussions in that 
Hail. Ifsuch a course were pursued, the. people 


- would in all probability be misled, and infer that 


something ought to be done. But. he thought it 
impossible that gentlemen should, with all theine 
formation before them, suppose that there was any 
more danger of war now than there was before the 
occurrences in question took place. No gentleman 


‘knowing the high and liberal policy of Great Bri- 


tain could suppose that she would refuse to dis- 
countenance and deliver up those murderers, pro- 
vided the facts alleged were properly established. 
He felt persuaded that she would never sanction 
such acts committed by her subjects, but, at the 
same time, he considered it highly necessary that 
our citizens on the frontier ought to be protected 
from such attacks, and not to be left defenceless. He 
hoped that troops wonld be sent on immediately ‘to 
preserve the peace, and to prevent a retaliation from 
our own people, if possible, still more violent. But, 
said Mr. T. this state of things ought to have been 
foreseen more than a month ago, and measures 
provided accordingly. Yet the Executive had not 
done so; the troops had been withdrawn to another 
extremity of the Union, and the upper coasts left 
entirely unprotected; the people might take’ arms 
from the public arsenals, or pursue any other law- 
less course, without the least check upon them. 
Bat now matters had assumed such an aspect, 
and the subject come up in proper form, he was in 
favor referring so mach of it as required an appro- 
priation to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and the residue to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. f 


Mr. BRONSON regretted to see that there was 
a greater disposition to make war on the Adminis- 
tration than on Great Britain. He was as much 
averse to a war with Great Britain as any one, but 
he could noi restrain his surprise that gentle- 
men should come forward and throw ihe whole 
blame of the recent occurrences upon the Adminis- 
tration. He would ask if the Administration had | 
not done all that was possible it could do under all 
the circumstances of the case? Was the Adminis- 
fration to be blamed for the peculiar situation of 
that portion of our frontier, and because a party 

rom the other side had come over and murdered a 
number of our citizens? He contended, that until 
within the last thirty days there were no indications 
in that quarter which would authorize the Execu- 
tive to adopt such. measures as were now neces- 
sary. Although there were disturbances‘in a dis- 
tant portion of Canada, yet, until very recently, 
peace reigned along the whole frontier; and. there 
was no more reason to apprehend that troops 
would be required there, than that they would be 
wanted on this side of the Potomac. 

It was true that the military posts had been 
stripped, but had not the troops been sent to protect 
our southern and southwestern frontier; and was 
there any reason in time of peace that those gar- 
risons in the north should be filled with troops, 
when their services were required in another quar- 
ter? Since the disturbances on the Canadian fron- 
tier had broken out, it had been impossible in the 
nature of things to withdraw the troops from 


Florida, but the Executive had done all it was able 


ght be. 


that the people and.the Government of the United 


States were in “glass houses” in this case. Snp- 
pose it- Suppose ıt should turn out that 1,000 or 
1,500: men, most of them American citizens, had 
located’ themselves on an island ina foreign 
territory, furnished with arms and ammunition 
from the State of New York, and aiding a rebel- 
lion of the lawful subjects of a foreign pow- 
er—-suppose it should turn out that the steam- 
boat Caroline had been employed in transport- 


ing arms and men from our own frontier to the | 


island in question, and that at the time of 
the. outrage, it was employed for that purpose? 
He imagined if these things should be proved, 
gentlemen would not be quite so ready to express 


themselves so warmly on the subject. .He (Mr. B.) -i 


did not intend by that to justify the act so justly 
complained of; the attack on the steamboat must 
be looked upon by all as a most horrible and 
violent outrage, sufficient to make the blood'of any 
man tingle to his finger ends; but still it was pos- 
sible there might be some little apology for the 
outbreak of passion of the Canadian. troops, owing 
to the treatment they have previously received. 
He therefore desired: a proper investigation of the 
subject, and he approved of the motion to refer it 
to appropriate committees. 

Mr. RHETT deprecated any premature expres- 
sion of opinion on the subject. He’ thought the 
House should, in the first place, look at the matter 
calmly, and ascertain who was to. blame. 
gentleman had said that it was the fault of the Ad- 
ministration, another gentleman had laid it all on 
Great Britain, while others had taken a different 
view. Under these circumstances, he considered 
it highly inportant that it should be carefully in- 
vestigated, and ascertained where the blame really 
lay. Was it with the Administration? Candor, cer 
tainly, would declare not, whilst not a regular soldier 
was available at iis command; and the civil officers 
on the frontier, who had been called upon to repress 
the excitement, appear by their conduct to have 
been the instruments of increasing and continuing 
it. How, sir, asked Mr. R. had the difficulty com- 
menced? Was it not caused by a fugitive from 
Canada, a traitor according to the laws of his 
country, for whose head a price had been offered, 
coming over the lines into the United States, 
and in open day, in the streets of Buffalo, 
by his inflammatory speeches, inducing the citi- 
zens of the United States to take up arms, and 

_ assist in a rebellion of the subjects of a friendly 
power, who was rightfully endeavoring to main- 
tain her institutions? This fugitive had not only 
been harbored and entertained by us, but recruits 
from amongst ovr citizens were openly mustered to 
his standard. Now have we forgotten the laws of 
nationsas we applied them when Gen. Jackson seized 
upon Pensacola, because her authorities harbored 
our Indian enemy, and furnished them with muni- 
tions of war? He then ably demonstrated, by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, then Secretary 
of State, that for such a cause we had a right to 
taxe possession by the sword of the city of a friendly 
nation; and have the citizens of Buffalo done. less 
than the Governor of Pensacola? He commented 
at some length on the law of nations, so far as rela- 
ted to the pursuit of enemies over neutral ground, 
and the practice of our own Government 
in such cases. He said it would be well 
for gentlemen to reverse the matter, and to 
suppose ourselves in the situation of the Canadas. 
Suppose the subjects of Great Britain should 
gather together upon our frontiers, in combina- 
tion with some discontented, factious citizens, 
with the avowed purpose of overturning our 
republican institutions—how would we bear it? 
and how would we tolerate the idea that mu- 
nitions of war, provisions, and fire-arms, should 
be furnished these our enemies by British sub- 
jects? Unquestionably we would consider our- 
selves as grossly wronged, and would be very slow 
in recognising any spirit of friendship as dictating 
such measures. We would not look to individuals; 
we would properly look to the Government, 
whose duty it was to control its citizens. Ineffi- 
ciency was no plea, for then we ought to cease our 
existence amongst the family of nations. As to 
the steamboat affair, before he made up his opi- 
nion as to “any outrage committed by the British 


One. 
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„of the laws of their country, 


soldiery, he must know all the facts. Should 
it turn out that this steamboat was actuallY 
in the possession of the hostile islanders, used 
for carrying articles contraband of war, he 
Was not sure that the act was not perfectly justi- 
fiable according to the laws of nations. At all 
events, it was a gallant enterprise, aud such 
as, he doubted not, every bold man on this floor 
would have deemed himseif morally justifiable 
in undertaking. But we were ignorant of all the 
facts. So far, however, as they were known, the 
citizens of the United States were the aggressors 
throughout. As they would get all the glory, they 
should also take all the responsibility, in defiance 
of assailing a friend- 
ly nation. ; at 

Mr. R. was not going intoa war upon-such 
indefensible causes. One war, with a debt 
of 180 millions, was enough for one genera- 
tion. War was dangerous to the liberty of 
any people, but especially ‘so under our free 
institutions, whose very existence was based 
upon a jealousy of power accumulated in the 
hands of Government. In this affair we had, 
so far, nothing to be proud of. Wehad been the 
first aggressors, and should act the part of an hono- 
rable aggressor, knowing that we were wrong. 
Mr. R. concluded by urging on the House to pur- 
sue an honest policy, and to exhibit an upright, 
honorable bearing on the subject, worthy of a free 
and enlightened nation. 

Mr. MENIFEE fully concurred in the opinion 
that it was the duty of Congress to look at the mat- 
ter calmly, and to pursue a liberal and statesman- 
like course in relation to it; but he considered it 
extremely unwise for gentlemen thus prematurely 
to express themselves in a manner calculated to 
produce a hostile state of feeling between the peo- 
ple of this country and Great Britain. It was to be 
presumed, asa matter of course, that this nation 
would vindicate its rights; but let not gentle- 
men anticipate what we would do, before the 
State of the case arises. If any great principle 
were involved, such as “the right of’ search,” 
or the “impressment of American seamen,” 
it would, he admitted, be a different affair; 
but as no such great principles were involved in 


‘the present case, in the absence of that, he was 


extremely unwilling that we should be forced into 
a state of things when we should be influenced by 
passion, contrary to the dictate of principle. He 
considered the expression of hostile feelings to- 
ward Great Britain as absolutely preposterous. 
Gentlemen seemed to forget that between us and 


; that country war was growing unfashionable, and 


that we were actuated and governed by a nobler 
principle: that of the advancement of human 
liberty. 

Mr. M. endeavored to show that greater causes 
had been at work, previons to the attack on the 
steamboat Caroline, to produce the present state of 
things. He alluded at some length to the policy of 
this Government toward Mexico, which, he con- 
tended, had engendered a lawless and dishonorable 
feeling in our citizens, and had influenced their 
conduct in relation to Canada. He was in favor 
ofa ee of the whole subject to committees. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he hoped that he had 
given evidence, since he had been a member of this 
body, that he was not disposed unnecessarily to in- 
volve the country in war. He had, when he was 
first up, deprecated a war with England. If he 
had not expressed himself on this point as strongly 
as other gentlemen, it was only because he could 
not. He had said, and he repeated, that nothing 
could be more disastrous te both countries, if not 
fatal to the cause of human liberty. He could ne- 
vertheless conceive of a case in which we could 
not hesitate—a case involving the honor, the 
very existence of our Government. Such, he 
did not hesitate to say, would be the case 
if the facts stated in the affidavits we now heard 
read are true. He knew nothing of the facts—he 
would not pre-judge the case—he would not rely 
upon newspaper and ex parte statements on either 
side; he wanted information in an authentic 
form. But if that statement is true, (and the Pre- 
sident seems to think it so,) it is a cold blooded, 
unmitigated, and savage murder of unoffending 


$3. 


American citizens with cireumstances of atrocity 
unprecedented among civilized nations, even 
in a state of actual war. He sincerely 
hoped that there were facts which would ex- 
cuse or explain the statement which we now 
have. If there are not, no disclaimer on 
the part of the. British Government, no atene- 
ment by. that Government short of a surren- 
der to our tribunals of the ferocious assassins, 
should, or would satisfy the American people. 
The gentleman from Kentucky. (Mr. Menifee) had 
said that there was no. danger of war; that there 
was no principle involved; none such as the right 
of search. No principle involved! Gread God! 
sir, are we to be told that there is no. prin- 
ciple involved in the invasion of our territory 
by a hostile band of another nation, and the 
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“murder, with fiendish -atrocity, of our sleep- 


ing and unoffending citizens? The gentleman 
has alluded to another topic, which, althongh 
Mr. T. had anticipated, he did not expect from that 
quarter, The gentleman said, that the course of 
our Government towards Mexico had been infa~ 
mous, cowardly, but that we were now about to 
be forced by England, our peer, our equal, to do 
that which our sense of justice had not prompted 
towards Mexico. Mr. T. confessed that he had 
no wish to see our Government presented in this 
light to the civilized world. It would be one of the 
strangest changes in these times, when nothing is 
certain but change, that he (Mr. T.) should become 
the apologist of this, or of the last Administration. 
But he was not disposed to assail improperly 
even this Administration, and to embarrass or 
weaken it in its foreign intercourse and disputes. 
The first duty he held to be to sustain our Govern- 
ment in its controversies with foreign powers to 
the utmost extent of justice and right. The se~ 
cond, to break down this dangerous and pernicious 
Administration, which no man more than he de- 
sires to see trampled down as it deserves to be. 
Mr. T. had watched the course of the Administra- 
tion through the whole progress of the war in Tex- 
as, and he was prepared to prove that our Govern- 
ment had exerted every power under the Con- 
stitution and laws to enforce neutrality. 

The laws upon that subject are, in the main, 
penal, not preventive. ‘There was no power to 
prevent our citizens from expatriating themselves 
to Texas or any other country, nor to prevent them 
from bearing arms in the wars of their new coun- 
try. Such was almost, in every instance, the case 
with our citizens who went to Texas. Not one in 
one hundred has gone there with other view than 
of permanent settlement. The only law which 
could have prevented this was the act of 1818, 
forbidding enlistment for foreign service. In all 
cases, along our whole border, the district attorneys 
were earnestly and repeatedly urged to enforce 
the law. If they did not, it was no fault of 
the Government. It resulted from a universal 
sympathy of our people with the gallant struggle of 
the ‘Texans, which rendered the enforcing the law 
impossible. Quid voleant leges sine maribus. You 
never can enforce a law which violates the general 
feeling of the country, without breaking down the 
most sacred guaranty of public liberty—the trial by 
jury. So much, sir, for the infamous violation of 
our nextrality, for which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky desires to see us forced to a different course 
by the power of England. I agree with my friend 
and colleague, (Mr. khett) in his reprenension 
of the conduct of some of our citizens on the Ca- 
nada frontier. Their conduct is not only wrong; 
itis criminal. Every citigen is bound, in law and 
in honor, to respect the treaty stipulations of his 
Government. There is scarcely a political crime 
more dangerous in ils consequences than a viola- 
tion of this duty. But I do not see justification or 
excuse in the fact of some of our citizens having, 
as individuais, gone to Canada, and engaged in the 
insurrection, for an armed band, said to bea portion 

fthe Canadian army, invadjagour soil, and murder- 
ing our citizens who were innocent (and sach is the 
statement) of any participation in the war now 
raging in Canada. The cases are wide as the poles 
apart. Mr. T. doubted not that the national honor 
would be taken care of by those who administer 
our Government. No Administration’ dare do 
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otherwise.. The note of the Secretary of State 
to Mr. Fox may, and no doubt. does, go as far as 
is proper at this moment. If it had expressed the 
purpose on the part of our Government, in the 
event of the statement which we have heard read 
turning out to be true, to demand the actors in this 
horrible butchery to be tried by our tribunals, Mr. 
T: would have regarded itas not going an inch too 
far. : 
Mr. WISE addressed the House at some length, 
and concluded by moving the previous question on 
the motion of reference; which, being ordered, the 
question was then taken on the main question, and 
the same was agreed to, without a division. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
age from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State, as fol- 
lows: 


To the President of the 


United Slates: 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, 

Washington, Jan. 8, 1838. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been refer- 
red certain resolutions of the House of Representa- 
tives, bearing date the 5th instant, the last of which 
requests . the President “to communicate to that 
House any additional information in his possession, 
of acts endangering the amicable relations between 
this Government and that of Great Britain, either 
by the subjects of Great Britain, or by our own 
citizens, on the Canadian frontier, and what mea- 
sures have been adopted by the Executive to pre- 
serve our neutrality with said kingdom, or repel in- 
vasion from a foreign country,” has the honor to 
report to the President, that, excepting two papers, 
which it is understood will accompany an Execu- 
tive communication to Congress to-day, all the in- 
formation in the possession of this Department, as 
requested by the above recited resolutions, is con- 
tained in the copies of documents transmitted to 
the President with the report of this date, in answer 
to the second resolution of the Senate, to which the 
Secretary begs. leave respectfully to refer. 

(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuincton, Nov. 28, 1837. 

Sin: Iam informed by Major General Sir John 
Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 
New Brunswick, that Her Majesty’s 43d regiment 
of light infantry is under orders to proceed from 
that Province to the Province of Lower Canada; 
and that, marching by the route of the Grand Falls, 
and the Madawaska Settlement, the regiment will 
cross a part of the terrilory in dispute between the 
two countries. ; 

Sir John Harvey has requested me to explain to 
the Government of the United States, and he is de- 
sirous that the same explanation should be given, 
through the proper channel, to the Government of 
the State of Maine, that this movement of troops, 
which will probably take place in the first week of 
January, is in no way whatever connected with 
any recent occurrences in the disputed tervitory; 
put that it is undertaken, in pursuance of superior 
orders, for the sole purpose of reinforcing the British 
military station in Lower Canada. 

The route by the Grand Falls. and the Mada- 
waska Settlement has all along been made use of 
for the transmission of the post, and for other ordi- 
nary communications between the two Provinces. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient and humble servant, 

H. S. FOX, 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, December 2, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 28th ultimo, apprizing me that 
you had been informed by Major General Sir John 
Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, 
that Her Majesty’s 43d regiment had been ordered 
to progeed to Lower Canada, and would cross.a 
e territory in dispute between the two 
bout the first week in January, and that 
you had beew requested by Sir John Harvey to ex- 
plain to. this Government, and through the proper 
- channel to the: Government of the State of Maine, 
that this movement.is in no way whatever çon- 
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nected with any fecent occurrences in the disputed 
territory; but that it is undertaken in pursuance of 
superior orders, fer the sole parpose of reinforcing 
the British military station in Lower Canada. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you 
the assurance of my high consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Forsyth to Governor Dunlap. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Dec. 5, 1837. 

Sir: I transmit herewith, for the information of 
your excellency, the copy-of a note addressed to 
the Department on the 28th ult. by the British Min- 
ister at Washington, with the view of explaining 
to the Government of the United States, and 
through it to that of the State of Maine, an intend- 
ed movement of Her Majesty’s 43d regiment of 
light infantry from the Province of New Bruns- 
wick to the Province of Lower Canada, which will, 
probably, take place in January next, through that 
part of the disputed territory on our Northeastern 
frontier over which the British mail passes. This 
explanation, as you will perceive, is made to the 
Federal Government by the request of Major Gene- 
ral Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of New Brunswick, in order to guard 
against any apprehension, in any quarter, of the 
movement referred to, of British troops; and it is 
now communicated to you, in accordance with his 
wish. Although the necessity of explaining a cir- 
cumstance so little likely to be misapprehended by 
the Government or people of the United States, or 
of individual States, is not apparent, the motive of 
that explanation should be duly appreciated. 

A printed copy of the Presidents annual Mes- 
sage to Congress, delivered to-day at 12 m. is en- 
closed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasninctron, Jan. 4, 1838. 

Sır: I have the honor to enclose to you an offi- 
cial despatch, dated the 23d ultimo, which I have 
received from Sir Francis Head, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Upper Canada. 

It appears from the statement contained in this 
despatch, and I lament to say that the same facts 
are fully and notoriously confirmed by information 
which has reached me through various other chan- 
nels, that a part of the Brhtish territory of Upper 
Canada is at this moment actually invaded, the 
peace and safety of the inhabitants disturbed, and 
the existence of the Provincial Government threat- 
ened by a formidable body of armed men, pro- 
ceeding from the United States, furnished with 
artillery and ammunition, and fully equipped 
for war. These piratical invaders, who are now 
established at a point called “ Navy Island,” on 
the Canadian side of the river Niagara, consist, 
in part, of outlaws who had fled from Upper 
Canada after the suppression of the late partial 
insurrection ; in part also of American citizens, 
and of men of other nations who have been re- 
cruited for the present felonious attempt within the 
confines of the United States. They are command- 
ed by a native American of the name of Van 
Rensselaer. They continue openly and publicly 
to procure, from a number of American towns 
near to the Canadian frontier, provisions, arms, 
ammunition, and all other things necessary to sus- 
tain their criminal enterprise. Their strength and 
numbers, and means of violence, are daily inercas- 
ing, by recruits and contributions raised within the 
United States, in defiance of the known laws of the 
Republic, in defiance, also, of the recorded wishes 
and feelings of all respectable classes of the Ame- 
rican people, and to the scandal of public order 
and good neighborhood between peaceful nations. 

I well know that the President and Government 
of the United States do equally with myself deplore 
and condemn these strange and unlawful proceed- 
ings, which threaten no less a calamity than the 
waging of an unprovoked war, by a portion of the 
American people, against a neighbaring portion. of 
Her Majesty’s subjects, at a time when the two 

| people in general, and their Governments, are not 


only united in peace, but are studying ‘to. enlarge 
the sphere cf a happy and beneficial intercourse, 
and to strengthen the bonds of national. affection 
and friendship... I feel, therefore, that I am doing 
no unfriendly act in pointing out to the Govern- 
ment of the United States the facts which have been 
brought officially to my knowledge, showing how 
the laws of the Republic are transgressed, and. the 
wishes of its best citizens defied, to the detriment of 
a friendly and kindred people; and I solemnly ap- 
peal to the supreme Government of the Republic 
promptly to interpose its sovereign authority for 
arresting these disorders, before they shall have 
produced a train of disasters and of national resent- 
ments, which it is equally the devout wish of both 
Governments to avert. : 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect and 
consideration, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vant. H. S. FOX. 


Lieutenant Governor Head to Mr. Fox. 
GOVERNMENT Hovsr, 
Toronto, Upper Canada, Dec. 23, 1837. 

Sir: It is my duty to lose no time in apprizing 
your excellency that the peace and security of this 
Province are at this moment threatened, and that 
its territory is actually invaded, by a large band of 
American citizens from Buffalo, who have taken 
up arms, and established themselves in a hostile 
manner on Navy Island, in the Niagara river, and 
within the territory of Upper Canada. , 

Your excellency has, no doubt, learned from the 
public papers that, in consequence of the insufrec- 
tion unhappily commenced in Lower Canada, but 
which, I have reason to believe, is now effectually 
suppressed, an attempt as rash and hopeless ‘as it 
was wicked was lately made by three or four hun- 
dred persons in this vicinity to involve this Pro- 
vince in the miseries of civil war. In concert 
with this movement an endeavor was also made to 
excite the people in another district to takeup arms 
against the Government. Both these attempts were 
promptly and effectually suppressed by the loyal 
militia of this Province, unaided by any military 
force. Most of the deluded persons who were en- ° 
gaged in this rash and. criminal enterprise have 
surrendered themselves or been taken; but the 
principal leader, William Lyon McKenzie, and 
some of the most active of his followers, suc- 
ceeded, with great difficulty, in making their escape 
10 the adjoining State of New York. 

Tt was soon reported to me that at Buffalo, to 
which place these traitors fled, strong symptoms 
were shown by numbers of American citizens to 
aid them with men and arms, and to supply them 
with other necessaries, in order to enable them to 
make a hostile invasion of this Province. 

That the public authorities in Buffalo and the 
more respectable portion of the inhabitants would 
discountenance such proceedings, I had no doubt, 
and their conduct since has justified that expecta- 
tion; but as it was doubtful how far they might be 
able promptly to control this ebullition of hostile 
feeiing towards a nation with which the United 
States hold the strictest relations of amity and peace, 

I immediately addressed a letter to his Excellency 
Governor Marcy, at Albany, a copy of which js. 
herewith sent. 

No reply to this has yet reached me, nor do I 
know what steps, if any, have been taken on the 
part of the American Government at Buffalo to 
repress this hostile rising of their people. 

Since that letter was written, McKenzie has been 
joined by some hundreds of American citizens from 
Buffalo and the adjacent villages, and they have 
established. themselves on Navy Island, as I have 
before mentioned, with artillery and arms procured 
in the United States ree 

The paper printed at Buffalo, which I send you, 
willshow the spirit in which this movement is 
urged forward. 

Tam, of course, taking all possible means to re- 
pel invasion and insult, and I believe that in a few 
days a considerable military force will be at-hand 
to sustain our gallant. militia in this extraordinary 
and unlooked-for conflict. 

I need not remark to-your excellency how unfair 
and unjust it is that a rebellion, which, within this 
province, was so insignificant that it was instanlly 
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crushed by the civil inhabitants of the country, 
should be renewed and rendered formidable by the 
direct and active encouragement ‘of the American 
people; and that during the existence, not merely of 
peace, but of the most friendly ‘relations between 
Great Britain and the Government: of the United 
“States, the peaceful: population -f` this: province 
should be threatened. with devastation and plunder, 
and all the miseries of civil war, by thé unjustifiable 
interference of American citizens. ~ 
Though inhabiting a remote portion of the British 
dominions, the people of Upper Canada feel that 
they may rest assured of being ultimately protected 
by the whole force’ of the empire, if it be neces- 
sary. : 
__ They are conscious, also, that they deserve 
kinder offices at the hands of the American people, 
and I appeal to you, in their name, and.as the re- 
‘presentative of their sovereign, to. urge upon the 
Government of the United States the immediate ex- 
ertion of military force to suppress 4 movement of 
their people “so insulting and injurious to a peigh- 
boring nation, and which, whatever temporary ca- 
lamity it may inflict,’ must inevitably, unless 
promptly checked, lead to a national war, in which 
“any wrongs committed against the people of this 


colony will, under the protection of a just Provi- 


dence, be amply redressed. 
`- T beg yonr, excellency will not fail to assure the 
American Government of my. sincere conviction 
that the facts of which I complain will certainly 
meet with their most unqualified reprobation. 
© Ihave the honor to be, sir, your excellency’s 
most obedient, humble servant. 
: : ‘F. B. HEAD, 
Lieutonant Governor. 


—_e 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
.DEpaRTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasnineton, January 5, 1838. 
Sir: I have had the honor to receive your com- 
munication of the 4th instant, with the official 
despatch of the 23d ult. from the Lieutenant Go- 


vernor of Upper Canada. The President, to whom ‘| 


they were immediately submitted, has directed me 
to reply, “that he perceives with great satisfaction 
that you are duly sensible, not only of the wishes 
and feelings of this Government in relation to the 
unfortunate state of things on the frontiers of the 
United States, but of the general disposition of the 
people and authorities of this country to cultivate 
and extend that beneficial intercourse with Great 
Britain, so well adapted to strengthen the existing 

- ponds of national affection and friendship between 
the two nations. 

You have already seen, in the public journals, 
the efforts that have been made, and are now mak- 
ing, both by the General and State Governments, 
to prevent any of our misguided citizens from in- 
terfering in the disturbances of the neighboring ter- 
ritory of the Canadas. I have had the honor, also, 
to make you acquainted with other measures which 
are in progress to the same effect, founded upon 
the information received from the officers of the 
United States, who were sent to the frontiers 
to prevent violations of our laws; and I now 
repeat to you formally, for the satisfaction of 


your Government, and to relieve the anxieties of | 


the authorities of Upper Canada, that all the con- 


stitutional power-vested in the Executive will he | 


exerted to maintain ‘the supremacy of ‘those laws 
which were passed to’ falfill the obligations of the 
United States to all friendly nations who may be 
unfortunately engaged in foreign or domestic war. 

Assurances to that effect, to the authorities of 
Upper Canada, may be given in the strongest 
terms; and the President does not doubt that this 
object, so desirable in the present crisis to both 
Governments, will be accomplished, ifinsurmounta- 
ble obstacles are not thrown in the way by the 
rashiness of persons within the dominions of Her 
Britannic Majesty, who, in their resentment or ap- 
prehensions, may think themselves authorized to 
make aggressions upon the United States for inju- 
ries committed by individaals who are violators of 
our laws, and who escape prosecution and punish- 
‘ment under a.temporary excitement produced by 
the events on ‘the frontier, and by the menaces di- 
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rected against our own people by some of Her 
Majesty’s imprudent subjects. 
With great respect and consideration, I have the 
honor to be your obedient servant, g 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


Ou motion of Mr. CUSHING, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. . 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
as follows: . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATH, 
: Washington, Jan. 8, 1837. 

The Secretary of State, to whom have been re- 
ferred certain resolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, dated the 5th instant, the second of 
which requests the President of the United States 
to communicate to that body “ copies of all in- 
structions to the officers of the Government of the 
United States, and all correspondence with them, 
with the Governors of any of the States, and with 
the Governments and officers of Mexico and of 
Great Britain, concerning the preservation of the 
neutrality of the United States in the civil wars 
and insurrections in Mexico, and in any of the 
British provinces north of the United States, since 
the yeat 1829; and particularly of a letter from 
the late President of the United States to the Secre- 
tary of the Territory of Arkansas, dated on or 
about the 10th of December, 1830,” has the honor 
to report to the President the accompanying papers, 
embracing all the instructions and correspondence 
requested by the resolution above cited, not already 
published, with the exception of the letter from the 
late President of the United States to the Secretary 
of the Territory of Arkansas, said to be dated on or 
about the 10th of December, 1830. The files of 
this Department have been carefully examined, but 
no letter has been found from the late President of 
the United States to the Secretary of Arkansas. 

Submitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the [louse two 


Execulive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of War transmitting a 
copy of the report of the proceedings of the Court 
of Inquiry, convened at Fredericktown, Maryland, 
in relation to the operations against the Seminole 
Indians. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, laid on the table. 

2. From the same officer, transmitting the re- 
ports of the Second Auditor of the military expen- 
ditures of 1837. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELNG, laid also on 
the table. 

3. From the Seeretary of the Treasury, transmit 
ting a statement of the condition of the State de- 
posite banks. 

On motion cf Mr. HAYNES, 

It was laid on the table. 

4. From the same, transmitting certain informa- 
tion as regards the quantity of public lands, brought 
into market within a given period, the quantity now 
unsold, &e. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Tt was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. š ` 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of States, and were presented by— 

Messrs. EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER, 
CILLEY, and DAVEE, of Maine. 

(Mr. Daver presented the petition of Alexander 
Crawford and others, for a mail route from Palmy- 
ra to Waterville, in the State of Maine; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the memorial. of David She- 
pherd and others, remonstrating against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States; which he mov- 
ed be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
but, on motion, it was laid on the table. 

Messrs. CALHOUN, REED, LINCOLN, 
BRIGGS, CUSHING, HASTINGS, ADAMS, 
BORDEN, of Massachusetts. 

Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHAST of 
Rhode Island. 

Messrs. PHELPS, INGHAM, HALEY, and 
HOLT, of Connecticut. 
`. [Mr Hauey presented the petition of James 
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Denison and others, of the towns of Lyme and 


Waterford, ia New Lendon county, State of Con- 
necticut, praying for thè establishment of a post 
route; and moved its reference to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the peti- 
tion of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, praying for 
compensation for extra work done by them on the 
Camberland road; and moved its.reference to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Messrs. FLETCHER, ALLEN, and HALL, of 
Vermont. . 

[Mr. Figrcher presented the remonstrance of 
thirty. inhabitants of Holland, Vermont, and of 
thirty-one females of the same town, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union. Also, the peti- 
tions of Sybil Colton, Elijah Cleaveland, and J.C. 
Robinson. ] : : 

[Mr. Haut presented the. petition of Joseph 
Adams, a Revolutionary soldier, for a pension.} 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, PATTERSON, FIL- 
MORE, HOFFMAN, CURTISS, M’°CLELLAN, 
MOORE, GALLUP, GRANT, PALMER, JACK- 
SON, BRONSON, PECK, DEGRAFF, PREN- 
TISS, CHILDS, and RUSSELL, of New York. 

{Mr. CamBreLENG presented a memorial fron 
the Chamber of Commerce at New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the pilotage law of 
last Congress. Mr. C. also presented a number of 
private petitions. ] 

{Mr. Granr of New York presented the petition 
of seventy-five citizens of Oswego, in the State of 
New York, praying the construction of a harbor at 
the mouth of Eighteen Mile creek, on Lake Onia- 
rio, in the county of Niagara, in said State.] 

. (Mr. McCiecuan presented the petition of Jacob 
Recker, of Schoharie, New York, praying to be re- 
stored to the pension roll: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the petition 
of Daniel Reynolds and Brothers, of Kinderhook, 
New York, setting forth that they have invented an 
engine to throw balls without the use of gunpowder; 
that the machine will prove a powerful engme of 
national defence, and praying Congress to purchase 
the patent: referred .to the Committee on Military 
Affairs.) i 

[Mr. Garro presented the petition of Gen. Ste- 
phen Van Rensselaer, Gov. W. L. Marcy, Gen. 
Solomon Van Rensselaer, and 261 others, citizens 
of the State of New York, in behalf'of Revolution- 
ary pensioners, praying that $96 per year may be 
allowed to each pensioner, without regard to the 
time setved.] g 

[On motion of Mr. Bronson, the following peti- 
tions and papers were ordered to be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Committee of Claims, viz: 
petition‘and papers of the heir of Frederick White, 
deceased; also, the petition and papers of William 
Vaughan. 

Mr. B: also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y. praying for the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Eighteen 
Mile creek on Lake Ontario.] 

{Mr. Curris presented the memorial of all the 
Marine Insurance Companies of the city of New 
York, remonstrating against the repeal of the “Aet 
concerning pilots,” passed the 2d March, 1837.) 

Messrs. RANDOLPH and YORKE of N. Jersey. 

Messrs. POTTS, DAVIS, HENRY, PAYN- 
TER, NAYLOR, HAMMOND, TOLAND,SHEF. 
FER, DARLINGTON, PATTON, and S. W. 
MORRIS of Pennsylvania. 


[Mr. Suerrer presented the memorial of Adam 
West and sixty-seven other voters of Adams coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the an- 
nexation of Texas into the Union: moved to refer 
the same to the Commiitee on Foreign A ffairs.] 


(Mr. S. W. Morris, presented a memorial of 
Blizabeth Matthewson, widow of Major Elisha Mat- 
thewson, praying to be allowed a pension.] 

Messrs. McKIM, JENIFER, THOMAS, How- 
ARD, and JOHNSON of Maryland. 

Messrs. PATTON, WISE, HUNTER, BOUL- 
DIN, MERCER, BERINE, and JOHNSTON of 
Virgina. 

Some resolutions of a private character were 
offered by Messrs. BOULDIN, ROBERTSON, 
JOHNSON of Virginia, GARLAND of Virginia, 
and MASON of Virginia ;when, i 

‘The House adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

f Tursbay, January 9, 1838. 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 5,000 extra copies 

of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 


the condition of all the State banks of the United | 


States, were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members. LS 

Mr. WISE propounded an inquiry to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Elections, as to when it 
was probable that committee would report on the 
Mississippi election case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied that he expected the 
‘committee would bring in its report in the course 
of the week. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the further consideration 
of the Naval Service bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. C. then reported an amended bill for the 
same service; which was committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, made a report. on the subject of the unexpend- 
ed balances, which was committed toa Commit- 
tee.of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on’ Com- 
merce, reported: a bill to extend the privileges of 
drawbacks, and abolish distinctions in ports of 


entry. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Marcus Quincy and 
William Gorham. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, trom the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Culver. l 

Also, a bill for the relief of George Innes. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of William Wickham. ` 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported. a resolution to refer the avnual 
report of the Commissioner of. the General Land 
Office to`the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordering 5,000 extra copies, with the drawings, to 
be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. EWING moved 10,000 copies, instead of 
5,000, which was lost; and the original resolution 
was agreed to. i 

Mr. CASEY also reported the Senate bill, with- 
out amendment, authorizing the relinquishment of 
the 16th sections for the use of schools, and grant- 
ing other lands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs and assignee 
of Peter Alba, deceased. 

Mr, HARRISON of Missouri, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Duchuquette and others. 

Also, a bill for the relief of ‘Hiner Stigermire 
and others. 

Mr. BOON, from the same committee, reported 
a bill granting to the Mount Carmel and New Al- 
bany railroad company, the right of way through 
the public lands of the United States. 

Mr. YELL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Marcy Tucker, of Arkansas. 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post. Roads, reported 
that it was inexpedient to allow the clerks in the 
Post Office Department the 10 per cent. allowed 
to the other clerks of the Government; which was 
concerred in, f . 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of James P. 
Carleton. 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain heirs and le- 
gal representatives of James Wilson, late of Alex- 
andria, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported a bill to restore certain juris- 
diction to the District Courts of the Western Dis- 
tréét of the State of Virginia. 

Mr.. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 

9 


tee; reported a bill for. the rélief of ‘the representa- 
tives of Col. White. Bae : 


Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report up- 
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on the petition of the héirs at law of Thomas John- 
son: to lie on the table and be printed. ; 

Mr. B. from the same Committee, moved that 
the Committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Timothy Shay, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions: referred accordingly. 

Mr. B. from the same Committee, made an un- 
favorable report upon the petition of John Wallace: 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. B. from the same Committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petitionof John and Nathan 
‘Thomas; laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.. LEADBETTER, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of John and Samuel Rougle. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Poas Hadjo, 
a Creek Indian 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill for the settlement of 
the claims of Edmund Roberts, late Diplomatic 
Agent of the United States to Muscat. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Ro- 
bert Casey. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the retief of Isaac Justice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts, in 


addition to the inquiries ordered by the resolution’ 


of January 2d, of this session, extend their inqui- 
ries in relation to the subordinate officers of this 
House, with a view to define their respective du- 
ties; and also, to designate the officers who shall 
have the power of ap ointing and removing the 
messengers and pages equired for the service of 
the House, and of regt ‘ating their respective du- 
ties. 

Mr. OWENS, from ti e Select Committee on the 
subject, reported a bill tc authorize the President 
of the United States to apply the invention of 
Sarauel Raub, Jr. to steam engines owned by or in 
the use of the United States. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdill. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu» 
tionary Pensions, reported 

A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Kinney. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James Boylan. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, from the Select 
Committee on the subject, reported a bill to extend 
the pension law of 1832 to western Indian fighters 
between 1783 and 1795. f 

All the foregoing bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. EVERETT, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of procur- 
ing stereotyped plates of the laws of the Uniled 


States. 
MAINE BOUNDARY. 

Mr. DAVEE rose and asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House what 
measures, if any, have been taken by the Execu- 
tive for the release of Mr. Greely, a citizen of 
Maine, now imprisoned in the Provincial jail of 
New Brunswick, at Frederickton, for an alleged 
violation of the jurisdiction of said Province, over 
the territory claimed by the British Government; 
and also to communicate any correspondence 
which the Executive Department may have had 
with the British Government, or the Executive of 
Maine, upon the subject of said Grecly’s imprison- 
ment, so far asa communication of the same may 
be deemed by him not incompatible with the public 
interest. 

Objection being made, 
= Mr. D. moved a suspension of the rules to ena- 
ble him to submit it; but the motion, requiring two- 
thirds, was disagreed to. f 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri, made an inefecinal 
attempt to call up the resolution offered by him 


some days since, calling upon the Secretary 
War for his report on the improvement of the har 
bor at St: Louis. > A 

The orders of the day were then announced. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice. that, 
Thursday next, he should move the House to také 
up and consider the bills for the support of the Gor 
vernment, adding that some of the appropriations’ 
were exhausted. He should also include the bill 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. ae 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House’ re 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
slate of the Union, Mr. Apams in the Chair, on 
the President’s Message. 

The question pending was on the resolution of 
Mr. Haynes, which is as follows: 

* Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing 
connected therewith; to the safe keeping of the 
public moneys, and every thing connected there. 
with; and so much as relates to the Bank of the 
United States, be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means.” a 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr. 
Cusuine, as follows: es 

“ Whereas, the influence of the Executive De- 
partment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and oughi 
to be diminished : 

Resolved, therefore, That, in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping and transfer 
of the public money, be referred to » with in- 
structions to report— 

First, such method of keeping the public treasure, 
effects, and other property, as in the judgment of 
said committee shall conduce to promote the wel- 
fare, and to secure the liberties of the people; and, 

-Seeondly, stich other reforms in, the practices of 
the Government as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the original purity of the Constitution . 

Mr. MURRAY of Kentncky being entitled to 
the floor, l 

Mr. SMITH asked him to give way, to enable 
him to move to lay aside, for the present, the pend- 
ing resolution, and proceed with the others, which 
would occupy but a short time, so that the subjects 
embraced in them might be put in charge of ..the 
appropriate standing committees. i 

Mr. HAYNES was as anxious as any one that 
the whole shouid be disposed of as soon as possi- 
ble, but he questioned if the course suggested by 
the gentleman would expedite action upon the re- 
solutions, for there was one other of them that 
would probably elicit considerable discussion: 

The motion was objected to by other gentlemen, 
and Mr. MURRAY proceeded with his remarks, 
and addressed the House at great length; when, 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the 
committee rose. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, in response 
to the resolution in relation to the Cherokee tribe 
of Indians. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

MAINE BOUNDARY. ; 

Mr. DAVEE, on leave, then offered the resolt- 
tion given above, and the same having been read, 
on Mr. D’s motion the House agreed to consider it 
at this time. i 

Mr. CUSHING then offered the- following 
amendment, which was agreed to: ; 

“And that the President of the United Siates be 
requested, if it be not in his judgment incompati- 
ble with the public interests, to communicate to this 
House any correspondence or communication held 
between the Government of the United Siates and 
that of Great Britain at different times, respecting 
the wardenship, occupation, or actual possession 
of that part of the territory of the State of Maine 
which is claimed by Great Britain.” Ae 

The resolution, as thus amended, was then 
agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, gegen 

Resolved, That the Committee onthe Library 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pur- 


chasing a series of portraits of. the five past. Presi- 
dents of the United States, painted: bythe late Gil- 
bert Stuart, forthe purpose of Having the same 
suitably placed and preserved, either in the Capitol 
or in the Executive: Mansione ` 

On, metion of Mr. EWING, : 

Resolved, That the Joint.Committee on the Li- 
brary be instructed to inquire into. the, expediency 
of providing.for the formation of new. and accurate 
indexes to the whole series of journals, reports, and 
documents, since the organization. of our Govern- 
ment, alphabetically. pointing to..each subject- 
matter, with the year, volume, and page of record ; 
and that. a letter from Thomas H. Gordon, here- 
with submitted, be referred to said committee, 

On motion of: Mr.. W. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill, making appropriation for 
MecAdamizing and completing that part. of. the 
great western mail route between Rockville and the 
Monocacy in Maryland. ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of direct- 
ing the Clerk of this House to subscribe for 
number of copies.of such. Journal or Register as 
may. publish regularly, and be suitable for the 
Journal of proceedings and the ayes and noes of 
this House, and also the laws of Congress, for the’ 
purpose of distribution by the members. of this 
House. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 9, 1838. 

A message was received from the President of. 
the United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, on the subject of. the recent inva: 
sion. of our territory on the Canada frontier, and 
destruction of the lives of our citizens, by the Bri- 
tish authorities of Upper Canada. 

[It is: the same document as. that given in our 
House proceedings of yesterday.] 

The message having been read, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky rose, and moved that 
that portion of the message which relates to an ap- 
propriation be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance; and that the other portion of: it, relating to 
our foreign affairs, be referred to the Committee 
on, Foreign Relations. While up, Mr. C. said he 
must take occasion to say that he did think that the 
recent outrage committed on the soil of the United 
States, and on the lives of its citizens, was of the 
most atrocious nature in its character and conse- 
quences— wholly, unjustifiable, and not in the slight- 
est degree palliated by any thing which preceded it. 
And, sir, (said Mr. C.) there was a character of 
deliberation. attending-it which aggravates the enor- 
mity. It was in the dead hour of the night; it was 
from a shore in a belligerant condition, and there- 
fore in a state of constant. watchfulness; it was af- 
ter a state of preparation, which must have been 
at least three or four hours, showing that the com- 
mander of the British forces was apprised of it,. 
and the destination of the attacking force. It was 
altogether impossible. that he was ignorant of the 
fact that this vessel was lying quietly at anchor 
within our. jurisdiction, and therefore in a condi- 
tion which could not justify an attack. It was un- 
der all these circumstances that the attack was 
made. Neither the people of the United States, in 
the aggregate, nor those in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the disturbed district, nor the Govern- 
mentof the United States, had done any thing to 
justify this most unparalleled outrage. i want no 
further evidence (said Mr. C.) than that now pre- 
sented to me, to satisfy me that there is nothing to 
justify it. It was to be regretted (Mr. C. said) that 
ia our own history examples had been furnished 
by which this outrage might be palliated. With- 
out, however, adverting to them, or to any recent 
occurrences, he would only say that the true ground 
for a great nation to place itself. on, was that of 
justice; that. it. should respect the rights of all na- 
tions, the: weak as well as the powerful; ånd to ab- 
-stain from all acts which might hereafter be brought 
‘up as precedents against. them. | While he made 
these remarks, he by no means. wished to be under- 
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stood as desiring to kindle up a spirit of war be- 
tween this country and Great Britain; though he 
thought that ample, prompt and full indemnity 
should be given us. He should, as much as any 
man, deplore a war; but, looking to the vast re- 
sources of our country, the valor of our citizens, 
and our achievements in former times, he would 
not fear the result. If (said Mr. C.) it should be a 
war with Great Britain, he would deeply demoret; 
butin this cause it would be a just war, and he 
would be ready to meet it. With the present 
friendly relations. between this country and Great 
Britain, with the exeeption of the recent occurren- 
ces in the northeast, he did not see any cause to ap- 
prehend it. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his hopes thaf, in 
this early stage, and before we were fully advised, 


_ that no attempt would be made to excite the feel- 


ings of the public by debating the subject, which 
must be the natural result of such a course. He 
had hoped that all the papers relative to this im- 
portant matter would be carefully examined before 
taking further steps. 


The late. difficulties on our frontier might, by 


any reasonable person, have been anticipated. 
There are so.many ties which necessarily bind the 
feelings of the population on either and both sides 
of the boundary line on that part of our frontiers, 
which has been the scene of bloodshed and outrage, 
that any attempt by either Government to oppress 
such population, would call forth the sympathies of 
the other; and in case of any movement in Canada, 
what could we expect but that our citizens would 
take part with the inhabitants, even thongh their 
wrongs were but pretended, in case due care was 
not taken by Government to prevent such inter 
ference? 

What more distressing event could come than a 
war between two such nations as Great Britain 
and the United States? The human mind cannot 
conceive. of a greater calamity. And this may be 
averted by a careful examination of all the facts 
on both sides of the subject as now presented for 
our consideration. Many wrongs may have been 
committed by our citizens of which we are now 
unadvised, and many palliations may be produced 
in favor of the other side. 

We must reverse.the order of the question. 

Suppose an attempt was made by the Siate o 
New York to rebel against, and overturn the Go 
vernment of this country. The rebels were joined 
from the Canada side. A rendezvous established, 
perchance at Navy Island. 

Boats were constantly employed in supplying, 
from the opposite shore, the enemy at such post 
with arms, ammunition, and provisions, Should 
we so hastily and deeply condemn the conduct of 
the commanding officer of our Government, were 
he to cut out, seize, burn, and destroy such a boat? 
Should we then be as ready to grant, as we now 
are to demand redress? or should we not rather, in 
reply to such demand, wish time to investigate, 
and deliberately examine, all the causes leading to 
the commission of the outrage? 

It would, in his opinion, be time enough to dis- 
cuss.the question after the report of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations should have been heard. We 
should be then better advised as to a future course 
of conduct. Mr. C. implored the Senate, in the 
consideration of this subject, not to adopt any rash 
or hasty measures. 

Mr. BENTON said that before this question 
went out of the Senate, he must be permitted to 
say a solitary word arising out of it A statement 
had been made on the other side of the chamber, 
(by Mr. Clay,) which he was unwilling should go 
forth to the world uncontradicted. After charac- 
terizing this outrage in very appropriate language, 
and in a manner becoming an American,. the 
member said, as it had caught his ears, that “ this 
outrage had a precedent in our conduct towards 
other nations.” Now, lest the British shonid derive 
an excuse for it, from hearing it said jn this cham- 
ber, that an example for this outrage had been 
given by our Government, he (Mr. B.) would take 
this occasion to say, emphatically, that he knew of 
no such example to be found in our history. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
conformity with a resolution of the Sth instant, 
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specifying the-amount and character of the Trea» 
sury notes issued únder the law of the last session, 
having been read, © = 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked, he should move the 
printing ot te revort, and should, hereafter move 
us reterence 12 the Cammittee*on Finance. At the 
jast session me ssue of these Treastiry notes had 
neen authorized by law, and when the: bill: was on 
its passage, it was then proposed thatthe same 
shouid bear no'interest, and a movement was made 
to strike out the clause specifying the interest. 
This plan, however, did not succeed, and the issue 
was authorized with inlerest. j . 

The rate of interest to be fixed upon the notes 
was left to the discretion of the President, with the 
proviso that such rate should not exceed six per 
cent. f 

The friends of the measure urged its adoption on 
the ground that it was a good mode of securing a 
loan to Government. It seemed, from the report, 
that some of the notes had been issued on interest, 
at the rate of six per cent. and ‘others at the mere 
nominal rate of one mill. It wag on this point he 
should hereafier express his opinion, and inquire 
whether, in this respect, the Secretary had per- 
formed his duty, according to the spirit of the law. 
Nor was this all. He should inquire into the man- 
ner in which these notes had been disposed of, and 
here war! repeat the onestion he so often put it 
wid asi sesat. “Cees any man voluntanly re- 


_ceive a less nev centage than the iimits of the law 


aliows him?” ©: «unlé/nuy mar receive for a debt 
due five per GEL. 168s tnah war. wien pe Was enti- 
tled t^ part : ; 

nese persnv miigh tvwaluntarily receive this de- 
peciated paper, ratne: tnan surrender a valuable 
contract, withoo ‘whieh sueh enntyacts could not 
be fulfilled, ye ney woula cxpect the difference to 
be made up from some quarter, and how was this 
difference to be ebtained. 

Way all heavy contractors will, of course, come 
to Congress with their petitions, and demand, and 
of right expect, remuneration for this loss or differ- 
ence. Hehad already been frequently applied to 
to petition for an appropriation for this purpose. 
Vie should take an early day to inquire of the 
Committee on Finance, the expediency of amend- 
ing the law so as to meet these exigencies. 

A report relative to the business of the 
General Land Office for the present year; laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed, with, on mo- 
tion, an addition of 1000 copies. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the War Depactment, embracing the report of the 
Second Auditor, of the expenditures for the mili- 
lary service for the year 1837; also.a report of the 
surveys, by Col. Long, of the Wes‘ern and Atlan- 
tic railroad : severally laid on the table, and or 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions were presented 

By Mr. McKEAN. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN, of citizens of Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating. against the discontinuance of 
the express mail: referred to the Coramitiee on the 
Post Office, &c. Also, of the same, praying foran 


appropriation for the completion of the frigate Rari- 


tan: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
Also, of sundry importers of hardware of Philadel- 
phia, for the repeal of the act of July, 1832, im- 
posing duties on certain imports: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. Also, of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, for alteration in the mail routes: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads.] 

By Mr. NORVELL of Michigan. 

By Mr. ROANE, of certain Revolutionary sol- 
diers for Pensions: referred to the Commiitee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the pilot laws of the last session: teferred to. the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Messrs. HUBBARD and RUGGLES, 

By Mr. KING, of sundry importing merchants 
of the city of Mobile, for an extension of certain 
custom-house bonds, and for the remission of fees 
paid by them where suits have been commenced; 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CLAY of Alabama. 
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-By Mr. YOUNG, of. 400 citizens of “Cooke co. 
Hiinois, for alteration of mail routes. Also, of 90 
citizens of Pike county, for the same: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice he should to-morrow 
introduce a bill authorizing the sale of certain lead 
mine lands, in Tilinois. i 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

The bill providing for the better security of life 
and property on board of steamboats, was made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee, 
reported a bill establishing aSurveyor General’s of- 
fice in Illinois: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported adverse to sundry 

petitions for relief. Adopted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill to enforce the laws 
relating to the neutrality of the United States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN after the reading of the bill, 
remarked that he would not name any particular 
day when he would call up the. bill for considera- 
tion; but, from its importance, he would urge upon 
the Senate the necessity of acting upon it at an 
early day as:possible: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported : 

A bill granting commutation pay to Isaac Bron- 
son; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Thomas 
Carter, deceased ; and ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of William Jones, late of the State of Mary- 
land, deceased. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the same committce, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of John 
and Henry Fulford ; which was laid on the table : 
and also moved to discharge the said committee 
from the further consideration of the petition of the 
representatives of George Gilmer, deceased. The 
motion was agreed to. = ` i 

Mr. HUBBARD, frora the Committee on Claims, 
reported sundry bills for the relief of persons there- 
in named: severally ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the communication 
of the Secretary of War on the subject, reported a 
bill for the relief of the Great and Little Osage In- 
dians. [The bill provides for the immediate pay- 
ment of the appropriations or annuities due to the 
tribe for the year 1838.] 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

The bill was read twice and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third ‘reading. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of Kent county, Maryland, re- 
monstrating against the agitation of the subject of 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Laid on the table. g 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the increase of the army 
of the United States. Read and-ordered to a se- 
cond reading, and to be printed. 

The unfinished business of Saturday, the con- 
sidération of ; Calhoun’s resolutions, was then 
resumed. °° NA j 

The resolutions ofMr.. CALHOUN were then 
taken up, and the foarth resolution. after being 
modified in its phraseology, was passed by a vote of 
34 to 5, as follows: EN 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, ‘Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce;, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—34. Boed 

NAYS—Messrs. McKean, Morris, Prentiss, 
Smith of Indiara, and Swift—5. 

“sThe debate wasfurther continued until 3 o’clock; 


USE-OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
rad W: AY, January 10, 1838. 

¢. MrcRUSSELE, from the Committee on Claims, 

: lief of Thomas Sinnard. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, from ‘the same 


Committee, reported a bill for the relief of Archi- 
bald R. S. Hunt. : j 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
to revive an act entitled an-act authorizing certain 
soldiers of the late war to surrender. their bounty 
lands, and to locate other lands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee en the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
F 


ry. ; 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of William Sanders 
and William R. Porter. 

Also, abill to change the time of holding the 
spring terms of the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia, and of 
the District Court of the Upited States for the east- 
ern district of Virginia, directed by law to be held 
in the city of Richmond; which was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, this bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Cook. 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Minnie. ` 

Mr. R. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petitions of Charles A. Grignon, and on the petition 
of James Akin; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. ; 

Mr. CHEATHAM, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Shepard, and 
other heirs at law of Captain Frederick M. Bell, 
deceased. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Zebulon Sheetz. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affaires, moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration, of the report of the Secretary of War, 
accompanying the President’s.annual message ; and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. : 

Mr. BELL wished to know the grounds for 
making this motion. 

Mr. McKAY replied that, by the rules of the 
House, one of the duties of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was to take charge of all matters in re- 
lation to the military defence of the country. Now, 
they were in the second month of the session, and 
nothing of a public nature had as yet been referred 
to that committee. The annual report of the Se- 
cretary of War, which contained all the recommen- 
dations that, in his opinion, should be adopted by 
Congress—that report was contained in the Presi- 
dent’s Message, and, with that document, was then 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Now, the House very well knew the 
pæesent condition of the country, and if it was in- 
tended that any action should be had on subjects so 
important, it was time the reference should be 
made; for, he repeated, the committee had noth ng 
before it but private claims; not a single object of 
inquiry of a public nature, with.the exception of one 
for extending the pension system. Among the recom- 


mendations were those for the defence of the west--~ 
ern frontier, and the increase of the army, and 


though he would not say it was probable the com- 
mittee would concur in them, still, as they had 
been urged from time to time by the Executive, it 
was due to him that they should be taken into con- 
sideration. Because the matter was referred, or 
because the committee asked the reference, it did 
not follow that they would report in favor of all, or 
even any one of the recommendations. 

Mr. BELL said if it should be thought by the 
House that there was any thing peculiar, or any 
thing pressing, in the nature of the public service, 
requiring the reference asked for, he should have 
no objection to it; but it appeared to him that there 
was no greater urgency in this case than might be 
alleged by other standing committees having charge 
of subjects alluded to in the Message. - 

The main reason, however, of Mr. B’s objecting 
to this’ proposition was; because he was aware 
that, to some extent, there was a disposition to 


press the question of a great inciease of the regular - 


| part of that committee, even the House itself, one - 


army immediately, and it was.to.r 

lay in his power, this mode of actio) 
subject, that he rose to. ask for an-exp! 
the honorable chairman. of the Military ¢ 
The House would remember that the la 
of the army—and théy must not forget 
had had an increase—was voted upon a vi 
examination, scarcely a gaze, by the. Ho 
that was an increase, too, of from five to.up 
of seven thousand men, perhaps, altogeth: 
House would also remember the. circu 
ces of the panic, or the allegations’ that’ 
made upon that occasion, which were. thought 
sufficient to justify that departure from the: for- 
mer policy of the Government. Not only that, 


but they authorized. the Executive to eall out ten we 


thousand men upon an emergency, and they, all 


knew how this power had been used by the Execus 


tive. Now, Mr. R. protested against any mode of 
acting upon this subject which should be precipitate. 
He did not mean, however, to express an opinion 


against some increase of the army, but the increase <, 


proposed was an extraordinary one, and was prês- 
sed with extraordinary circumstances, being. 
proposition to increase the standing army to some 
fifteen thousand men. 
said the Committee might not adopt those recom- 
mendations, but the House all knew that there 
was ageneral disposition to do so, atid out of doors 


It was true the gentleman 


it began to be talked about as if the bill bad already -` 


passed. : 


But the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. = 
McKay,) adverted to other questions, and. appeal. - 
ed to the House to know if it desired. the commit-\ 


tee to take charge of measures for the western fron- 
tier. Did the gentleman allude to the Canada fron- 
tier? If he did, could he expect any action. on the 


ficient to repress the disorders or arrest the di 
ties on that border? COL 
tion of the western frontier as of one likely to. be 
immediately critical? 
proof of the fact before them. 
what ought to be done? 


What was. the condition 
of the regular army? 


Almost wholly withdrawn 


Did he allude to the condi- 


pram 


If so, the House had no.” 
Even, were it so, -< 


from our whole frontier, and concentrated in Flori- «. 


da, and the only remedy would be undoubtedly te 
recall one-third of them. as 


On this point Mr. B. begged to state that, for 


one, before he shotld be prepared to act ‘on’ the 
proposition, which he expected te be brought for- 
ward, to augment our army by some seven. or 
eight thousand men, he should urge the propriety of 
calling upon the most experienced officers in the 
country-——men who had spent the better portion of 


their lives on the Western frontier—to know if ~, 


there was an indispensable necessity for. it, 
and to ascertain whether it was or was not their 


opinion that a reform in the head of the army at . 


this city was not more greatly needed. He should 
urge upon the House the necessity of an examina. 


j| tion, for their own satisfaction, before a committee 


of this House, of the experienced working men of 
the army—men who had seldom visited this. city, 
but had spent fifteen or twenty years west of the- 
mountains.. He wanted tohear from them where 
the defect was: whether in the troops, their number, 
the number of regiments, quality of the material of 
the army, etc; or whether the defect did not exist 
elsewhere. In conclusion, unless the gentleman 
should state the necessity of immediate action upan 
some of these subjects, Mr. B. shonld suppose.the 
regular course would be that this portion of the 
Message should take its turn with the rest; 
Saw, at present, no reason for giving ita preference: 


orde. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it seemed © 


to him the gentleman himselfhad furnished. to thé 
House a very powerful argument in support of the 
proposition before it. . The gentleman appears 10 


admit the necessity of doing something for the: de- ` 


fence of the frontier, though he appears. to. differ 
from the War Department, and. panes an. in- 
erease of the army. He then tells: them that he. 
himself requires an examination; and admits it-to. 
be very proper that an examination. should take- 
place in the Committee of ; $ 
Where, then, can be the objection to the: 
now pending? They had been already in s 
six weeks;and Mr. C. appealed to every. 
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if the course pursued did not present a novel and 
extraordinary spectacle, entirely unprecedented ex- 
cept.at the “panic” session, of so long a time dis- 
cussing the reference of the President’s Message? 
He asked them candidly if. they were not pursuing 
a course, the continuance of which must defeat 
every measure, great or small, necessary or unne- 
cessary, that should come-before them? He ap- 
pealed ‘to. the House io say whether the measures 
they were called upon to examine- were to be post- 
‘poned, at the rate of a speech a day, to the end of 
the session? Mr. C. hoped the motion would pre- 
vail; and even if the discussion alluded to should 
goon, atleast let one of the standing committees 
have some-public measures before it. 
Mr. BELL had not admitted the necessity of ac- 
- tion in relation to the western frontier, but suggested 
what he believed to be the true remedy, namely, to 
~-Yecall a portion of the troops in .Florida, say one 


- thousand out of the ten thousand now there for the ' 


purpose of hunting up five hundred or a thousand 
` Endians, i 

“Wel; in reference tothe delay: who was respon- 
sible for this extraordinary delay? Mr. B. had seen 
it allegeđ in the newspaper organ. of the Govern- 
Ment'that-it arose from a concerted design. on the 
part of certain political gentlemen on that floor and 
out of the House. So far as he was concerned, 
there was not the slightest foundation for it; nor 
did he believe there was any concert whatever. 
None had come to his knowledge. 

‘Phen as to the delay, let him ask, who had the 
power in that House? Why, the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr.-Cambreleng,) had only to rise “in 
his place, and, if the exigency became urgent, call 
around him his forces, and arrest the further dis- 
cussion. Where was the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Hamer?) He had not summoned up to his 
aid the troops generally at his command, which he 
could do at any moment. 
tention of thwarting the public business, and even 
putting all the hours together spent in the debate 
referred to, it would not make over two or three 
working days of the House. But even if it should 
be important that the whole message should be re- 
ferred, they had only to stay in their places, and 
if the discussion becante too long, sit them out, and 
force those gentlemen to speak who would speak. 
That had been the course heretofore. 

Mr. McKAY said the gentleman from Tennes- 
see had misapprehended the object of the committee 
in reporting that resolution to the House. The 
gentleman had discussed it as if there were a dis- 
iinet proposition then before the House to increase 

- the standing army of the United States to fifteen 
thousand men. Now, there was no proposition of 
that kind before them. ‘The object of the commit- 
tee, on the contrary, was to, avoid the very-thing 
the gentleman, himself so much deprecated, viz: 
acting. on measures without examination. - The 
Executive was charged by the Constitution with 
the defence of the country, and, in pursuance of 
this duty, the officer at the head of the War De- 
partment thinks there should be an increase of the 
army. This was also recommended by the Exe- 
cutive repeatedly. Bat it did not follow that the 
committee would concur in the recommendation, and 
report a bill to the number asked for by the Secre- 
tary of War; and why should the gentleman make 
such remarks forthe purpose of alarming the House 
and the country, that. there is to be a large stand- 
ing army quartered upon it? Why there was no 
such proposition before it. All the Committee on 
Military Affairs sought by the introduction of the 
resolution, was the very time the gentleman him- 
self thought to be so important, and which, from 
what had occurred up to this time, there scemed 
but little probability of being afforded to them 
They were then in the second month of the session, 
and had not yet referred the third branch of 
subjects embraced in the President’s message, and, 
from present appearances, the discussion on that 
point alone might continue two or three months 
longer; for it was a general „political discussion, 
rangingover and embracing in review the whole 
policy of the Government for years past, and every 
act of the late and present Administrations. f 
` The- gentleman remarked that this discussion 
might be brought to aclose. True. But still it 
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might be protracted for two or three months more, 
and what would be the consequence? Why this 
very evil, of having a proposition brought in and 
forced through the House, as in that case it neces- 
sarily must be, without sufficient time being allow- 
ed for deliberation. That would be the inevitable 


| effect of voting down this motion; or let him ask, 


Mr. B. denied any in- 


was it intended to withhold this report of the Se- 


cretary of War from the Military Committee alto- | 


gether? 
Mr. BELL said “No.” f . 
Mr. M'KAY. The gentleman says “no,” then 
whence his objection? Where the necessity of de- 
lay? Why not refer it at once? Ah, but says the 
gentleman, two or three years ago, under the infl- 
ence of a panic, the standing army was increased 


-byan addition of two thousand men, and he was 


unwilling to be so operated upon again. The gen- 
tleman was mistaken as to the number, for the two 
additional. regiments ordered upon that occasion 
did not comprise more than about twelve hundred 
men rank and file. But still it did not follow,as 
he before remarked, that the committee would 
adopt the recommendations of the Executive; and 
in reference to the occasion of the former increase, 
Mr. MK. was notsure that the gentleman did not 
vote for it, while he himself voted against it. 

Mr. MK. concluded by saying, that he was 


-the last man who wished to repress debate, nor 


was the present: proposition intended, nor would it 
have the effect, to restrict the discussion going on 
upon the resolution, to refer the subject of the 
finances to the Committee of Ways and Mcans. 
Let the gentlemen, and those who wish it, proceed 
with it, in the widest range, all he asked then was, 
at least to permit one of the committees to be in 
possession of something upon which they might 
act. As to an unnecessary increase of the stand- 
ing army,no man was more opposed to it than 
Mr. M'K. was, as his votes would prove. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to say a few words in 
reply to the gentleman from-New York (Mr. Cam- 
breleng.) That gentleman had referred to the very 
extraordinary delay in referring. the President’s 
Message to the appropriate committees, and ad- 
duced the panic ression as offering the only’ paral- 
lel. Now, how many times had the Committee of 
the Whole discussed this matter? He believed it 
had sat four times only in the course of six weeks; 
the last two had been productive each of a single 
speech, and those two speeches were by friends of 
the Administration. "Was that a delay meriting of 
condemnation? Two of them, surely, the gentle- 
man would exclude from censure; and during the 
other two, Mr. C. would insist that there had been 
nothing more than proper, reasonable, judicious 
debate, and that debate equally participated in by 
both sides of the House. If, then, there had been an 
unusual delay, it certainly was not of an intemperate 
and excessive character, nor upon mere grounds of 
opposition, but grew out of other causes and consi- 
derations. In reference to the question before the 
House, Mr. C. was not enly in favor of it, but of 
going still farther. He had no objection to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from all the 
resolutions of reference of the President’s Message, 
except that on the subject of the finances, and 
should vote for such a proposition. ` 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, adverting to the allegation 
of the Globe cited by Mr. Bent, said that so far 
as the charge of concert or combination to produce 
delay applied to him, it was utterly false. In re- 
ference to the resolution under consideration, he 
wished to state, at that time, a few facts. 

Mr. McKAY wished to make a single explana- 
tory remark. Even if the House should adopt 
this resolution, it would not preclude discussion on 
the subject of the army in Committee of the Whole 
on the President’s Message, since it had no re- 
ference to so much of it as was embraced in that 
document. The resolution applied only to the 
annual report of the Secretary of War.- 

Mr. UNDERWOOD so understood the question, 
and it was ene reason why he was inclined to vote 
for the resolution. However, he had another rea- 
son too, and that was, that he wan‘ed to see how 
the Mihitary Committee would act on all those 
subjects. ` 

Mr. U. by consent, then read a letter he had 
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received from a gentleman in Tennessee, which 
went on to state that there were, at this time, 
more fighting men in Florida than Indians all 
told, including women and papooses. 

Mr. BYNUM could not suppress his astonish- 
ment at the course pursued by the gentleman who 
had just read that letter. For. his part he was at 
loss to divine the motive which had influenced that 
gentleman. Did he suppose that the introduction 
of a letter from an unknown individual could have 
any weight with the House, or be considered as 
any. kind of proof to the allegations. Did he ima- 
gine that it would have the least influence on the 
Chairman of Military Affairs, or did he produce it 
with a view to affect the character of the Execu- 
tive in relation to the army in Florida. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained, that he knew 
the writer of the letter, who was a respectable indi- 
vidual. That letter stated that the number of troops 
in Florida exceeded the whole population of the 
Seminole nation, including squaws and children. 
Ttalso states that $10 was given for wagons, ete. 
when the same could be obtained for one-half the 
sum. His object, therefore, in reading the letter 
was, that the committee and the House might in- 
vestigate those charges, and ascertain whether they 
were correct. 

Mr. BYNUM was still of opinion that the gen- 
tleman had pursued a very singular course, for if 
he wished to satisfy his mind as to the correctness 
of the allegations, why did he not introduce a reso- 
lution to that effect? Mr. B. had the greatest ob- 
jection to the introduction of such letters in the 
House. If sucha practice were admitted, then 
any vindictive individual, who had been discharged 
from office for misconduct, might thus gratify his 
malice by writing slanderous letters against the 
Executive. For his part he would protest against 
such a course of calumniating the Administration, 
and of wasting the time of the House. 

With relation to the resolution offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, he 
thought it so reasonable and plain, that no objec- 
tion could possibly be made; but as gentlemen had 
thought proper to raise ohjections, he would ob- 
serve that the reference to that committee would 
not preclude, in the least, any discussion on the sub- 
ject of increasing the standing army, when it carne 
up in order before the House. If any individual 
would cast his eyes along our frontier, he must see 
that at all times there wasa necessity for a standing 
army; and it would also be obvious that under the 
present peculiar circumstances in relation to our 
southwest, as well as our northern frontier, it was 
necessary to increase that force, and that imme- 
diate action was required on the subject. 

He could not refrain from adverting to the in- 
consistent course of those who were opposed to the 
Administration, It was but the other day, during 
a debate on the subject of Canada and our North- 
ern frontier, that one gentleman had laid all the 
blame on the Executive, whom he accused of inac- 
tivity and gross neglect in not providing troops 
beforehand for that emergency. Bat now that 
measures of that very nature were proposed by the 
Executive, the same party turned round, and said, 
“Oh! there is plenty of time; there is no reason for 
snch precipitancy,”? and such like expressions. 
Now, (said Mr. B.) what is the Administration to 
do? One day its friends are blamed for their inac- 
tivity, and on the next, when they propose the very 
measures which they had been charged with ne- 
electing, an alarm was raised of “ haste, hurry, 
and of precipitating subjects withont debate.” 

He took that opportunity to state that he was 
as much opposed to the unuecessary increase of 
the standing army of the country as any one else, 
inasmnch as he believed its existence dangerous to 
But that there 
was a necessity for increasing our army to a cer- 
tain extent at the present time, no man could possi- 
bly deny. He was not prepared to say that he 
would vote to increase ilto the number of 15,000, 
but it was his firm belief that the necessity for an 
increase of the army to some extent, was becoming 
more apparent every day of our lives. He was 
an advocate at all times for full and free discussion 
upon every subject. proposed by the Administra- 
tion, and if those measures would not stand the test 
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of discussion, he sincerely hoped they would fall.. 
But the fact of the case was, that the gentlemen on 
the other side had themselves shrank from: discas- 
sion, when they had on all occasions full scope to 
express themselves on all subjects. He hoped the 
‘subject would be taken from the Committee of 
the Whole, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. : 

Mr. BRIGGS saw no objection to the reference, 
as there would be hereafter-a full opportunity for 
an ample discussion on the merits of the subject. 
He believed there were many important particu- 
lars which could be entertained in the Committee 
on Military Affairs, that would not engage the at- 
tention of the Committee of the Whole ina gene- 
ral discussion. ` m 

_ Mr. TOUCEY asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question, which were ordered. . 

Mr. BELL assured gentlemen that they were 
mistaken, if they. supposed he. had opposed the re- 
ference, because he might have an opportunity of 
addressing the committee. Such’ was not his mo- 
tive, as he did not know thathe should open his 
lips om thé subject. He opposed it en the ground 
that it would be establishing a bad precedent. He 
protested against any hurried legislation on the sub» 
ject, but still, at the same time, he was not an ad- 
vocate for unnecessary delay. 

Mr. GRENNELL was in favor of the reference, 
assuch a course would take nothing from the 
grasp of the Committee of the Whole. . He wished 

` it to be. understood that in voting for the resolution, 
he did not consider himself pledged either to an 
Executive or any other measure; but in this case 
thére were investigations. to be made, and facts to 
be ascertained, which object could not be so weil 
attained by any. other mode. Mr. G. adverted to 
the state of affairs on the southern frontier, as re- 
quiring the-services of the army; and said that 
since it had been made the policy of Government 
to remove the Indians, while he had a seat in that 
House, he should think it his duty to protect those 
tribes, and also to protect our own citizens. He 
wished to say, once forall, that he wasnot an enemy 
to debate, and as the question of reference embra- 
ced no proposition for final action on the subject, 
he saw no good reason for refusing it. 

Mr. BELL, after some further observations, 
proposed to amend the resolution by striking out 
all after the word resolved, and inserting: 

“That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of all. the subjects referred to in the an- 
nual message of the President, except so much 
thereof as is proposed to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means.” 

Mr. SMITH moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Bett by adding the following: 

“That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fare 
ther consideration of the annual message of the 
President of the United States, excepting only so 
much as relates to the finances, and every thing 
connected therewith; to the safe keeping of the 
public. moneys and every thing connected there- 
with; and so much thereof as relates to the Bank 
of the United States.” 

Mr. TAYLOR was an advocate for debate on 
that or any other subject. He was perfectly wil- 
ling that every measure of the. Administration 
should. be investigated to the utmost, and if it was 
consistent with their duty, and did not impede tne 
action of committees, they might indulge in debate 
for three months, or for a longer period if they 
thought proper. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to add an 
amendment, referring the subject of a cannon 


foundry to a select committee, but subsequently . 


withdrew it. ; 

Mr. J. said he wished to be understood that 
in offering the amendment, he meant no disre- 
spect to the regular standing committees; bat gen- 
tlemen would be aware that thesubject had already 
been twice before Congress, without any action 
having been had thereon, as it had been dismissed 
for want of time. He thought the object would be 
more speedily attained by a reference to a special 
committee. Mr. J. was then proceeding to com- 
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ment on the circumstances attending the Florida 
war, when ae j : 

The SPEAKER reminded him that it would not 
be in order to discuss the merits of thatsubject upon 
a mere question. of reference to a committee. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved as an amendment, 
the resolutions proposed by him in Committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union, commencing 
with or 
Resolved, That so much of said Message -as 
relates to the public lands, and every thing con- 
nected therewith, be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. . 

That so:much of said Message as relates to In- 
dian affairs, except what relates to the defence of 
the frontiers against Indian hostilities, and the pro- 
tection of. the Indians against the intrusions of citi- 
zens of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. i 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
defence òf the frontiers against Indian hostilities, 
and the ‘protection of the Indian tribes against the 
intrusions of citizens of the United States; so much 
thereof as relates to the establishment of a “ manu- 
factory of gunpowder,” and a ‘ manufactory of 
small arms west of the Alleghany mountains,” to- 
gether with so. much as relates to the report of the 
Secretary of War, and the public interests entrusted 
to the War Department, except the’subjects em- 
braced in the immediately preceding resolutions, 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

That so much: of said Message ‘as relates to the 
militia ‘of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Militia. : 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the inte- 
rests entrusted to the Navy ‘Department, be referred 
to the Committce on Naval Affairs. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
report of the Postmaster General, and the condition 
and operatiens of the Post Office Department, and 
every thing connected therewith, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

That so much of said Message as relates to a 
“uniform system of local government,” and to 
“special and comprehensive legislation” for the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
“casualties in steamboats, and the necessity of at- 
tempting to prevent them,” be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


The amendment, as above modified, was ac- 


cepted by Mr. BELL as his motion. . 

Mr. BELL thought, upon farther reflection, it 
wonld be best to.modify his motion so as to divide 
the questions of discharging the committee, and re- 
ferring the parts of the Message now proposed to 
be referred, to the respective committees. 

Mr. HAYNES said it would economise the time 
of the House by including both questions in a sin- 
gle motion, and the Fivuse could act more dis- 


tinctly by taking up the resolutions offered by him, 


singly, and acting cn them in their regular succes- 
sion. By so doing,an opportunity would be afforded 
to the honorable gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Johnson) to renew his amendment when the House 
should reach the resolution of reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. While up, he would 


| say that it had been his intention, in the course of 


a very few days, if no further progress should be 
made, to move to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the farther 
consideration of the Message, and to bring the 
subject into the House for its immediate decision. 
So far as the proposition to discharge the commit- 
tee now. goes, it was but an anticipation of the 
motion covering the whole subject, which he had 
intended to offer at an early day. 


Mr. BELL accepted the amendment of Mr. 


Haynes as a modification of his ows. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland subsequently mov- 
ed to amend the resolution on the subject of a can- 


non foundry as follows: 


“ And that so much of the Executive communi- 
cation as relates to the establishment of a national 
foundry for cannos, to be common ‘to the service 
of the Army and Navy of the United States, be re- 


‘ferred toa select:committee; to report “by: bill or 
- otherwise;”which was agreed: to,- ; 


Mr. CARTER of Tennessee moved’ to amend, 
by referring the subject: of an-armory onthe: West: 


-ern waters; which amendme: he:briefly supported: 


Mr. BIDDLE: and:Mr:: WHITTLESEY. of 
Ohio followed on the opposite: side... es 

«Mr. HAYINES thér said; that-no-one-held-in 
higher estimation the zeal-.of-his honorable friend 


-from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) than- bedid He was - 


very well assured, from his. own recollection; and 
from the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Whittlesey) that the only obstacle, here- 
tofore existing to the establishment. of an armory 
upon the Western waters, had been the conflicting 
interests of individuals representing different lo- 
calities considered favorable for such an establish- 
ment. He was satisfied that this was the only dif- 
ficulty now existing on this subject. -Is it, there- . 
fore, probable that this difficulty: would be-remev- 
ed, by referring:the subject to a select. committee, 
probably enough,-constituted of gentlemen repre- 
senting the conflicting interests already-adverted to? 
That reference had‘been urged: by the. honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) ‘on the 
ground of analogy to the course just taken by 
the House on the subject: of a cannon. foundry. for 
the use and equipment of the Army and Navy. ‘To 
his mind the honorable -gentleman: was...not: borne 
out by any such analogy. ‘The subject of an. ar- 
mory on the Western waters was one belonging to 
the peculiar jurisdiction of the Committee on‘Mili- 
tary Affairs. Not so the subject’ of the foundry 
for cannon, ‘That subject is one of common juris- 
diction between the Committees on: Military and 
on Naval Affairs. There conld nòt, therefore, be 
any -impropriety in referring it to a select commit- 
tee. It might further be of importance:to send the 
proposed reference to the Military Committee, not 
only on the ground of its.peculiar jurisdiction, but 
because it wouid be free from the influence of those 
conflicting interests which have'so long deferred 
the establishment of the proposed armory. Far- 
ther: the mode of proceeding might be wholly dif- 
ferent between the Military Committee and the 
select committee proposed by the honorable gentle- 
man from “Tennessee. ‘That select committee 
might find itself embarrassed by an attempt to se- 
lect a site for the proposed armory, and might, 
perhaps, fail to arrive at any practical’ conélusion 
upon the subject. The Military Committee might 
simplify. the. affair, by proposing .a board of 
commissioners to select a site for the armory,.or 
might confer that authority-on the Secretary of 
War, or ‘the President, whose decision should be 
final. 

He had told some of his friends from the West, 
in conversation with them on this subject, that they 
would never obtain their object-—the establishment 
of an armory on the Western waters—while their 
contest for its location existed. He therefore hoped 
that the amendment proposed by hi» honorable 


‘friend from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) would not 


prevail. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. MALLARY then moved that the subject 
be referred to a select committee, consisting. of 
one member from cach Atlantic and. Gulf State: 
lost. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved the following, which was 
agreed to: 

“ Resolved, That so much of the message as re- 
lates to a change of the termination of the fiscal 
year from ist of October to Ist of April, be- refer- 
red to the Committee of Ways and Means.” : 

The amendment of Mr. HAYNES having been 
accepted by Mr. BELL, as a modification of his 
own, was then agreed to, and so-amended. 

The resolution of Mr. M'KAY was also agreed 
to. es 

The orders of the day were:then announced, and 
The SPEAKER laid before the. House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of State, setting 
forth the reasons for the-delay in the publication of 
the Biennial Register: = os 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid-on the table. 

The bill fromthe Senate, entitled Antatt to pro- 
vide for- the payment of the annuities: whith have 
become due-and payable. io the Great and: Bittle 


Osage Indians in 1838, and 
taken up, tead twice, and, . 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr..RARIDEN, on leave, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens for a mail route from. Fort 
‘Wayne, Allen. county, to Murray, Wells county, 

_thence to Mount Pelican, Jay county, to Muncey 
Town, Delaware. county: referred to a committee. 
Also, a resolution directing the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a semi-weekly post route 
from Marian, in Grant county, Indiana, via Wa- 
bash Town, via Galleton, to Warsaw. 

On motion of Mr. C. FE. WILLIAMS, .. 


Resoléed, That the Committee on the Post Office - 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into. the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pur- 
dy, Tennessee, by Smith’s Mill,.Mattamora, and 
Ripley, in Tippa county; to Pontotoc, Mississippi. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mile- 
age, reported a.bill amendatory of the “act allow- 
ing compensation to the members of the Senate,: 
members.of the House of Representatives, of the 
United States, and Delegates of .the Territories, 
and repealing all. other laws on that. subject,” ap- 
proved Jan. 22, 1819; which was read twice. 

Mr. D, moved its engrossment. 

*Mr. E..WHITTLESEY remarked that the bill 
seemed to contain some important principles, and 
moved its commitment to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned. 


SELECT COMMITTEE 

On so much of the President’s Message as re- 
lates to an establishment of a National Foundry 
for cannon, to be common to the service of the 
Army and Navy of the United States: 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 

Mr. McKAY, of. North Carolina. 

Mr. INGHAM, of Connecticut. 

Mr. BIDDLE, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, of Georgia. 

Mr. MALLORY, of Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS, of South Carolina. 

Mr. PARMENTER, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. PARKER, of New York. 


_ IN SENATE, 
Weowesnay, January 10, 1838. 

The CHAIR presented a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to the state of defences on 
our Northern and. Eastern frontier, accompanied 
by a communication from. General Scott on ‘the 
same subject, and other documents: ordered, with 
1,500 extra copies, to be printed. Also, a com- 
munication from the Secretary of State. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Chester county, and four of like import 
from citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
annexing Texas to the United States: laid on the 
table. Also, from the files of the last session, a 
memorial from the trustees of Dickinson College, 
in Pennsylvania, praying for a donation in land, 
was teferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NILES. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Ed- 
ward H. Clarke, Administrator of George Clarke, 
for compensation for services during the late war: 
referred to Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, of S. Morris Waln and Co. for remission 
of certain duties paid on goods destroyed by fire: 
referred to Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the establishing of 
an additional Land Office in Alabama: read, and 
ordered to a second reading. __ 

Also, a report adverse to petitions for two addi- 
tional land offices in Missouri: adopted. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Armas Smith 
read, and ‘ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Daniel Hall, de- 
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for other purposes, was ` 


ceaséd ; also, a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of John Brooks: severally ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. C. also gave notice that he should on to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 


United States schooner Wildfire. 
Mr. RUGGLES. > 


and Canals, reported a bill granting the right of 

way through the public lands to the State of Mi- 
nois and institutions incorporated therein for the 
purposes of internal improvements: ordered to a 
second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay, contractors on the Cumberland road: 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, - 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the 


nuities to the Indians, payable by law in cash, 
have been paid in merchandise, and under what 
authority such payments were made, during the 
year 1837. 

~". Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on. Roads 


read and referred to that committee, entitled “A 
bill making appropriations for certain roads in the 
Territory of Wisconsin.” 

Mr. Y. also, on leave, introduced a bill’ to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
cause the reserved lead mine lands in the State of 
Illinois and the Territory of Wisconsin to be sold 
as other public lands. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
remuneration of United States officers, for horses 
lost in transporting the same by sea to Tampa Bay. 

Adopted, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. ` 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, reported a bill giving effect to the 8th section 
of the treaty of 1819 with Spain: ordered toa se- 
cond reading. 

Bill for the relief of the Great and Little Osage 
Indians, by the immediate payment of the annuities 
of 1838, read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. HUBBARD, 
authorizing the Secretary of the Senate to compile 
and publish a list of the petitions for claims, ete. 
was, on his motion, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. À 

Mr. CALHOUN’S fifth resolution was taken up 
as the unfinished business. The question being on 
an amendment offered as a substitute by Mr. 
CLAY, was discussed to a late hour, and finally 


vote of 24 to 13. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended, and passed by a vote of 
36 to 8. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES, 
- — "Tuorspay, January 11, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House. a letter 
from Mr. Dorsey, the Sergeant-at-arms, stating 
that, on receiving a large sum of money from the 
Bank of the Metropolis, for the pay of the mem- 
bers at the late special session, there was a defi- 
ciency of upwards of $3,800, aud that the directors 
had hitherto neglected to investigate the matter, 
though one of the board had admitted a surplus of 
cash in the bank, to about the amount missed by 
Mr. D. who had hitherto supplied it from his pri- 
vate funds. : 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland alluded to the well 
known honesty and sense of honor which charac- 
terized the Sergeant-at-earms. There could be no 
doubt but that there was an error on the part of the 
bank, which would be remedied after a proper in- 
vestigation. 

Mr. THOMAS of Maryland also attested to the 
high respectability and fidelity of the Sergeant-al- 
arms, whom. he had known for a long period. He 
alluded to the request made by that officer to the 
directors of the bank, and contended that ample 
time had been afforded for them to return an an- 


of the widows and orphans of the officers of the 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads” 


Senate what amount of treaty stipulations and an-_ 


and Canals, reported a bill, which had been twice. 
„or the officers of the bank. 


adopted as modified by Mr. BUCHANAN, by a’ 


any unjust and improper censur 
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swer. Butas they had refused to do so, he was in 
favor of referring the subject to a select committee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio had nothing to 
say against the integrity and honesty of the Ser- 
geant-at-arms, but he hoped that gentlemen would 
not contrast his honesty with the honesty and 
fidelity of the officers of the bank who had no 
hearing in the House. Mr, W. then adverted to 
what he termed the imprudent manner in which 


the business of that officer was transacted, by. his 


allowing gentlemen and members of Congress free 
aecess to his roum, when so much money was in 
his possession. At the end of the late special ses- 
sion, when he (Mr. W.) saw so much money 
about, in a room to which all seemed to have 
access, it appeared inexplicable to him how the 
business couid be transacted without frequent mis- 
takes. For his part, he was not opposed to an 
investigation; but he considered that the charac- 
ter of the bank directors was as dear to them, as 
that of the Sergeant-at-arms was to him; and with 
that view, he objected to a discussion previous to 
the investigation, when gentlemen were liable to 
have their minds prepossessed on the subject. 

Mr. JENIFER was not aware that any charge 
had. been made against either the Sergeant-at-arms 
It was evident that a 
mistake had been made, and the question was, on 
whose partit lay. Mr J. spoke at some length on 
the high character and moral worth of the Ser- 
geant at-arms, both in his public and private ca- 
pacity. He was also willing to speak to the re- 
spectability and fidelity of the officers.of the bank, 
as far as he knew them, but the only proper course, 
in his opinion, was to refer the subject to a com- 
mittee for proper investigation. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. BOND, 

Mr. EVERETT thought it very probable that 
the bank directors would make a report in a very 
short time, by which the House wonld be saved 
much trouble. He therefore moved a postpone- 
ment of the subject until Tuesday next. 

Mr. PEARCE thought it due to.the Sergeznt-at- 
arms that an investigation should be made without 
delay; and, if it shall then appear that there was 
no blame attached fo him, it was no more than jast 
that the House should remunerate him for his loss. 
He alluded to the necessarily hurried state of busi- 
ness at the end of the session, and the great proba- 
bility of an unavoidable mistake having been made. 
He hoped the. gentleman from Vermont would 
withdraw his amendment, and that. the subject 
would be at once referred. d 

Mr. GLASCOCK considered it absoluteiy neces- 
sary, from the course the discussion had taken, 
that a reference of the whole matter should be 
made to a select committee. He considered it not 
only due to the Sergeant-at-arms and the officers 
of the bank, but it was equally due from remarks 
which had been made to the members of this 
House. One or two gentlemen had observed 
that the Sergeant-at-arms had transacted his bu- 
siness in rather a loose manner; and from the 
free access given by him to his room whilst paying 
off the members, they had looked for such losses. 
Such a charge, Mr. G. said, amounts to no more 
nor less than this: that if the Sergeant-at-arms 
actually received the money from the bank, 
he must improperly. have retaincd it, or 
have paid out to the members more than they 
were entitled to receive; unless, perchance, 
jt was purloined from his room. Under such 
a state of things, itseemed to him that aa inguiry, 
full and free, should be had into all the cireumstan- 
ces connected with the transaction, and the facts 
reported to. this. House. Fe had doubts himseif 
how far this House could go, but he was destrous 
that all the facts should be collected,and so soon as 
they were reported, he had no doubt the proper steps 
would be taken to do ample justice to all the par: 
ties interested; and that all would be relieved from 


Mr. THOMAS again addressed the House in 
favor a reference to a select committee. He con- 
sidered the charge of carelessness made against the 


| Sergent-at-arms, as inconsistent, Did they suppose 


fora moment, that their Officer was to exclude 
members of Congress from his room, lest he sHould 
lese part of his funds. He contended that the 
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practice of sending the Sergeant-at-arms with checks 
to the bank, was contrary to law, and formed no 
“part of duty. After members had received their 
-checks, it was their duty to go to the bank them- 
selves. He alluded to the time already elapsed, and 
saw no reason for postponement.. He was in fa- 
ver of an immediate reference of the subject to a 
select committee. 

Mr. CRAIG was in favor a reference. 

Mr. McKENNAN believed that the Sergeant- 
at-arms was faithful and honest in the perform- 
ance of his duty, but the motion to postpone would, 
in his opinion, be the means of bringing the mat- 
ter to a. much speedier termination than an imme- 
diate reference to a committee. ` He had been in- 
formed by one of the directors of the bank that at 
that time a laborious investigation was making on 
the subject, and it was probable that a report. 
would be speedily made. The peculiar state of 

: the facts rendered it necessary that there should be 
a careful investigation. . He. was. informed that 
this: was the first instance when a mistake had oc- 

“curred between the Sergeant-at-arms and . the 
bank. It had also been customary for the bank, 
in all former cases, to send a clerk with that officer 
to assist. him in counting the money; bat it this in- 

, Stance, it-had unfortunately been omitted. Under 
such circumstances, when an investigatlon was go- 
ing on atthe bank, and there was every prospect 
of a speedy report, he was sure that the House 
would see? the propriety of postponing the subject 
until Tuesday. oy oe 

Mr. BOULDIN said that some suggestiva had 
been made that this matier ought to go the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. ` He said that, 
as chairman of that-conimittee, it might be proper 
for him to-remark, he could not see what that com- 
mittee had to do with the subject in its present si- 
tuation, or what any committee could have to do 
with it in this shape. If the Sergeant-at-arms 
thought proper to trust the bank to count his money | 
for him, without recounting ic, it was a confidence 
either well or ill-placed. If ill-placed, Mr. B. did 
not know what we could do; if well-placed, it was 
the same. The bank, he said, was no way respon- 
sible to the House. 

If the Sergeant-at-arms wished his conduct in- 
quired inte, he had no objection; but he had heard 
nobody charge him with any thing. His trusting 
the bank to count his money for him was no very. 
extraordinary thing; nothing to impeach the con- 
duct or character of the Sergeant-at-arms; the bank 
being, at the lime, in good credit and respectability. 

Mr. B. said there was one point of view in 
which this matter might be properly the snbject 
of investigation. If the bank in question wish to 
obtain a renewal of their charter, which will shortly 
expire, it would be very material to know whether 
they have or have not accounted promptly and 
fairly and openly with their customers. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. REED, 
BOND, and MARVIN, ; 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to amend 
by increasing the number of members composing 

~ the committee to five. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question on 
the motion as amended, but subsequently withdrew 
it, : ` 3 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone until Tuesday, and rejected. 

The question recurring on the motion te refer to 
a seleet committee, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to amend by ad- 
ding the following instructions: - - 

“With powers to send for persons and papers, 
and to inquire into the allegations set forth therein, 
and into the manner of disbursing the money, and 
whether errors and mistakes were comuiitted, and 
to what extent any were made, by the Sergeant-at-- 
arms in paying the money at the said session. of 
Congress.” 

These instructions were. agreed to, an! so 
amended the resolution was adopted: 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of W: S, Col- 
guhoun. - i 

Mr. LEWIS of Alabama, on leave, presented 
several memorials, 
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Pensions, reported the following, viz: 

Bill for the relief of James Bailey. . 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, entitled an “act autho- 
rizing the States to tax any lands. within their li- 
mits sold by the United States,” accompanied with 
a statement that the pill had come from the Senate 
without the’ signature or usual alteration of the Se- 


` cretary of that body, and a resolution that a mes- 


sage be sent to the Senate notifying them of the 
omission, which resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reporied the Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “ An act to ratify and confirm cer- 
tain official acts of John Pope, late Governor of 
Arkansas.” : 

Mr, T. moved its engrossment; which, after 


some explanation by Mr. POPE, was ordered; and 


then the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making further compensation to 
clerks in the district courts of the United 
States. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas M’Clellan 
and James: Smith. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported Senate bill, with 
au amendment, for the relief of the heirs of Major 
Peter Helphenstine. : 

Also, a bill for the relief of Simeon Summers. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Thomas Jett. f 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Sumpter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same committee, 
reported the following, viz: ` 

A bill to anthorize the issuing of land warrants 
in certain cases. : 3 

A bill to authorize the payment of seven years” 
half-pay to the widows and children of certain ol- 
ficers in the continental line. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Marshal Ro- 
chambeau. , l 

All the above bills, with the exception stated, 
were read twice, and committed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The following ‘resolution submitted by Mr. 
WISE on the 2d inst. was then taken up. f 

“Resolved, That a committee to consist of 
members be appointed ~to inquire into the expedi- 


‘ency.of so amending. the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States as to prohibit the appointment of mem- 
bers of Congress to Executive offices during the 


time for which they are elected Senators or Repre- 


sentalives, and the time of two years thereafter.” - 
Mr. BELL moved to fill the blank with “nine,” 
which was agreed to, and the resolution was also 
agreed to. 
The following, offered by Mr. LAWLER of Ala- 
bama, on the Lith of December, was then taken up: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to reduce, accord- 


ing to some equitable scale of graduation, the price _ 


of such portions of the public tands as will not seill 
within areasonable length of time at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, and that the lands 
which cannot be soid atsuch reduced prices, after 
being So offered for the term of — years, should 
be relinquished to the States severally in which they 
are situated. 

Mr. MERCER suggested that, inasmuch as the 
Committee on the Public Lands had already re- 
ported a bill embracing the objects of this resolu- 
tion, which was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole, it had better be referred to the same Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 5 

Mr. LAWLER assenting to the suggestion, the 
resolution was thus disposed of. 

The following, submited by Mr. CHAMBERS 
of Kentucky, on the 18th of December, was taken 
up and agreed to: = 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretaries of State, Treasury, 
‘War and Navy, be directed severally to report to 
this House the amount of postage paid on leiters 
and papers transmitted from their respective de- 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Invalid 


partments by the. Express 
tution. DO 


Express Mail. : 
The following, submitied’ by Mr. MONTGO- 
MERY of North Carolina were taken up: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House. ` 
Ist. The whole amount of public lands belong- 
ing to the United States sold since they were ceded 


-tu the United States; exhibiting the nett’ proceeds, 


and distinguishing between those which have ‘been 
sold within the limits of ‘the different States and 
Territories. oe Pg i 5 : 


3d.""The amount’ y een actually pa- 
tented in bounties to the Army. of thë United 
BStatess eo 5 Se a ee) ee 

4th. The amount granted’ to each of the States 
and Territories, and for what purpose. 

5th. The amountset apart or reserved forschools: 
and other purposes in the several States and Terri- 
tories. P l 3 
` 6th. ‘The amount granted iw: donations for the 
cultivation of the vine and olive, and for other pur- 
poses, to Gen. Lafayette. ee ee is 

Mr. MERCER moved to add the words distin- 
guishing each year, which Mr. Montgomery accept- 
ed as a modification; and, so amended, they’ were. 
agreed to. 7 : P : 

The following, submitted by Mr. MALLORY on 
the 18th of December, was taken up: ” 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause a continuance of the survey for an inland 
route between Charleston, 8. C. and: Norfolk, Va. 
(authorized by an act of the last’Congress;) begin- 
ning at the northern termination of the Dismal 
Swamp Canal, and extending to Hampton Roads, 
and also the country between the Canal and Gos. 
port, with a view to ascertain the expediency of 
continuing the canal to that place, or improving the 
river. 

‘Mr. CAMBRELENG and Mr. MERCER seve- 


_ rally suggested that the resolution be referred to 


some committee to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing such a survey; and the latter gentleman 
moved its reference to that on Roads and Canals, 


which, after a few words from Mr. MALLORY, 
was agreed to. . i 
The following, submitted by Mr. SLADE on 


the 18th ultimo, was then taken up : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


‘directed to lay before this House a statement, 


showing the number of acres of the public lands 
which have been purchased under laws granting 
the right of pre-emption, distinguishing the several 
laws under which, and the several States and Ter- 
ritories in which such purchases have been made. 
And that he also be directed to commiunicate any 
information which may be in possession. of his De- 
partment touching any associations which’ may 
have been formed by intruders on publie lands, for 
the purpose of adjusting their relative tights of oc- 
cupancy, and putting down competition at the pub- 
fie sales of such lands. 0 0 7 

Mr. LYON understood that the clerks in the 


| Land Office had been engaged for some time in 


preparing a response, embracing all ihe paints re- 
ferred to in the above, to a similar resolution 
adopted at thé last session; he therefore saw no 
necessity for adopting the present, and moved its 
postponement, which was agreed tor >, 
RELATIONS WITH: MEXICO. 

The following, submitted by Mr. ADAMS, also 

on the.18th, was then taken up. * 


v ow 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to commanicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamblet in the Spanish lan~- 
guage, stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
to this Hlouse-to have been printed and circulated 
by the late minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his depatture from this country, 
and the'name of the diplomatic functionary from 
a foreign Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. <.~ 7 

The resolution having been read, 0 7 ; 

Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland, chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, moved to.amend it 
by striking out all that part of it which had refer- 
ence to a disclosure of the name of the public func- 
tionary who communicated to the Secretary of 
State a copy of Mr. Gorostiza’s letter. > 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would not insist on 
the motion he had now made, inasmuch as Mr. 
A. considered’ the clause proposed to be stricken 
out as a very material one. It was the language 
of the report of the Secretary of State himself which , 
had induced Mr. A. to insert that clause. It must 
(said he) be within the recollection of every mem» 
ber of this House; that the Message of the Presi- 
dent of ‘the United States, communicated to this: 
House at the. commencement of the present ses- 
sion, bore ‘an: exceedingly hostile aspect towards 
the Republic of Mexico. ‘That in that Message it 
was stated that the late President of the United 
States (General Jackson) had sent to Congress a 
Message, itself very. hostile in its character, pro- 
posing that he should be empowered to issue letters 
of marque and reprisal against the Republic of 
Mexico, and-declaring that the relation of that Re- 
public to the United States was such, that this Go- 
vernment would-be justified in adopting towards it 
any measures anthorized by the law of nations; 
(meaning thereby to include a declaration of war,) 
and that the present Executive had stated that it 
appeared, from the act of both Houses of Con- 
gress, that their opinion in this matter concurred 
with that.of his predecessor. I believe there is on 
the Speaker’s table a resolution of a late date, 
offered by myself, calling upon the President to in- 
form this House by what actit ever expressed such 

an opinion. ` That résolution has not yet come be- 
fore us for consideration. I hope that when it does, 
the House will adoptit, and that the President him- 
self will answer the inquiry ina different manner 
from that in which it was responded to in this House 
by the chairman of the Committee cn Foreign At- 
fairs. “I trust that at least the President will not 
say that the appropriation made by the House for 
the mission of a minister of peace, is a proof that this 
House thought it might justly declare war. If the 
President had no other reason than. that to give, I, 
envy not his position before the world and mankind. 
Thope, however, that the opportunity will be given 
him to assign a better reason. But in that aver- 
ment by the Executive, repeated as it isin this re- 
port of the Secretary of State, I look not simply 
at the question of personal veracity on the part of 
these two great functionaries, but T look also and 
chiefy to the motive of that averment. (There 
can be no other but a desire to appeal to the feel- 
ings of this nation, by the assertion: that the last 
Congress expreasad the opinion that our relations 
with Mexico were at that time such as wonld jus- 
tify usin going to war, and of course that this 
Congress cannot express a different opinion unless 
itis prepared to incur questions. as ‘to its patriot- 
ism, and its disposition to assert and- maintain the 
rights of the nation against that sister Republic. 
This miist be the motive. The object manifestly 
is to make an indirect appeal to the: patriotism of 
the members of both Houses of Congress; to say, 
in substance: “ How dare you, the members ef this 
Congress; question a position which was taken by 
your predecessois, and which concurred with mine? 


. How-ean you deny that we have a right to go to 
= War with Mexico, when as long ago as the last 


Congress it was decided by both Houses: that the 
nation would ‘be’ justified in going to any length 


=. Within the law of’ nations, and that it was, from 
mere generosity that we abstained from doing so 


then.” ‘It is indeed true that it was suggested that 
one further step should be taken, to show our ex- 


treme løve of peace, and the extreme gentleness 
with which we were disposed to treat our neighbor- 


_ing Republic, viz. the appointment of a special 


Minister to make a sclemn final demand of redress; 
and if that appeal should fail, we ought then to 


declare war. 


Now the Message and the report of the Secretary 


‘both say that this last step has been taken, this 


final appeal has Been made, and has failed. What 
is the inference? Obviously this: that you have no 
alternative, and that your duty to the nation you 
represent, now compels you to take justice into 
your own hands.. Ican draw no other conclusion. 
But I thmk I have already proved, on a former oc- 
casion, that even that last measure has not been 
taken, though it is so, asserted inthis document; 
and not only has it not been taken, but, on the con- 
trary, one of the grossest insults has been offered 
to Mexico instead of it.. But I pass over that, and 
come to the point in the Secretary’s report. That 
report. contains a long argument which is little 
else than one continual instigation to war; and in that 


| argument there figures this pamphlet. After a long 
. enumeration of grievances, real or imaginary— 
_ and Twill not say that there are not real claims 


upon Mexico, and in relation to which, so far as 
they are just, Lam’ prepared to goas far as any 
man in sustaining them with the whole power of 
this nation—there are some statements which I shall 
notice. In the mean ume, I will just say that most 
assuredly, at the time when the President said that 
the act of this House was a declaration of its opi- 
nion that this Government would. be justified in 
going to war with Mexico, the House knew no- 
thing about the matter. No facts had been pre- 
sented to it from. which to form an opinion, and no 
examination had been had of any of the grounds of 
difference. The Secretary says: 

“The answer of the Mexican Minister to the de- 
mand of the United States, founded upon the con- 
duct of Mr. Gorostiza, is so singular as to require 
a particular statement of all the facts in relation to 
the subject of it. Soon after the late Mexican Mi- 
nister asked for his passports to return home, after 
terminating his extraordinary mission, his last 
note to the Department, in which his reasons for 
taking that step were expressed, was published in 
New York, in the journal called the ‘Courrier des 
Etats Unis? This document had never be§n made 
public by the authority of the Department. The 
existence of a pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza, printed 
in Philadelphia in Spanish, had been previously 
made known to the Secretary of State by a member 
of the diplomatic corps accredited at Washington, 
who stated that he had received two. copies, and he 
believed that the same number of copies had been 
transmitted by the author to each member of the 
foreign diplomatie corps in Washington, expressing, 
at the same time, his surprise and disgust at. the 
grossness of such,an act by a retiring minister.” 

“Now, I must say this is a very extraordinary 
statement of the Secretary, and I again ask for 
the motive. What motive could he have in inform- 
ing the House thathe had received :a copy of a 
little pamphlet printed in Spanish by Mr. Gorostiza, 
in the city of New York? What can be the mo- 
tive? Itis obviously to lay the foundation of a long 
argument in which the honorable Secretary sets 
forth this fact as one of the great and commanding 
reasons why we ought to go to war with Mexico. 
He presents this as one of the great and enormous 
outrages sgainst the law of nations; and so violent 
and unprecedented in its character that this alone 
would form of itself a legitimate ground for war. 
The printing by an ex-minister from a foreign 
Power of a small pamphlet in Spanish, and send- 
ing it to the foreign ministers residing here. That 
is the fact. Then comes a long argument to 
prove that this is a ground of war; and, as a basis 
for that-argument, the Secretary states to Con- 
gress that one of these foreign. ministers, in com- 
municating a copy ef the pamphlet to him, ex- 
pressed surprise and disgust at such a proceeding. 
I ask again, what is the motive of this statement? 
It-is to produce on us the impression that all man- 
kind look upon the publication of that pamphlet as 
a gross and outrageous proceeding, so offensive 
that even a foreign Minister must come to the Se- 


cretary and act the part of an informer, and tell. 


him I have received such and such a pamphlet 
from the late Minister from Mexico, and I cannot 
suppress the expression of my surprise and disgust. 
Then if a foreign minister was compelled by the 
violence of the case to consider it his duty to vio- 
late all the ties of friendship’ by turning himself 
into a common informer, in instigating a friendly 
Government to war by saying to our Secretary of 
State, “See here! what a notorious and . atrocious 
violation ofthe laws of nations has been committed 
by the Mexican Minister! He has published this 
pamphlet and sent it tome: I ccmmunicate it to you 
with the expression of my surprise and disgust” —~ 
Tt is meant as a-reflection on ourselves. If a fo- ` 
-reiga minister, who, from his position, is supposed 
tobe perfectly impartial, and the friend of both 
parties, even thinks it necessary to come to our Go- 
vernment and denounce the act.of his’ late fellow 
minister, and even to express his surprise and dis- 
gust at such a proceeding, what must be the feel- 
ing of every native American, the dignity of whose 
Government has been thus outraged? If an inde- 
pendent, cool, irepartial foreigner is driven to this, 
can any American think of it with patience? Oh, 
no! There is but one thing to be done. We must 
at once go to war. First, the fact is laid as a ba- 
Sis, and then comes an argument occupying a great 
many pages—how many I do not know, but far too: 
many for me to read to the House; the drift of the 
whole being to prove that an outrage so atrocious 
can be avenged no other way than in the blood of 
his countrymen-and our own. 

Well, sir, suppose the the fact to be as stated; 
what, then, Lask, must be the character of that fo- ~ 
reign minister if he did so? . What was he doing? _ 
Sir, I will not qualify such an action, because I sup- 
pose that there is such a foreign minister resident 
near this Government; and that he did so commu- 
nicate the pamphlet, I have no doubt. But if in 
communicating it he expressed his surprise and 
disgust at the course of his friend who sent the pam- 
phiet to him, in what office was he engaged as the 
minister of a friendly power?’ Here are two coun- 
tries ina very critical relation toward each other, 
urging neutral complaints; and approaching toan 
open rupture. A minister extraordinary is sent from 
one of these powers to the other. He confers with 
the Secretary of State on the subject. of the national 
differences, but he finds that their views are so far 
apart that he cannot succeed in the pacific object of 
his mission, and at length deems it necessary to de~ 
mand his passports. On-his way home, instead of 
waiting ull he had arrived at Vera Cruz, he employs 
a printerin New York to print for him a litle pam- 
phiet, in which he endeavors to justify his own 

_ course and that of his Government. He sends two 
copies of this pamphlet toa foreign minister resi- 
dent near the Government from which he has ta- 
ken his departure. Ido not now inquire into the 
propriety of this step. I am considering. merely 
the conduct of the minister who received and com- 
municated this pamphlet to the American Secreta- 
ry of State. And Í again ask, what office was he 
performing? All he knows is, that this minister. 
has been unable to agree with our Government; 
that he has consequently taken his” departure, and 
on. his way home has written and printed this pam- 
phlet. Ee immediately comes to our Secretary, 
betrays the confidence reposedin him by his asso- 


_¢iate minister, and attempts to blow the coals of 


discord between two friendly nations. He says to 
our Secretary, “There, you mustat once go to war. 
See what treatment your Government has received. 
The Mexican minister had the audacity to print 
such a pamphlet as this.. There it is, take it, read 
it, and go to war at once.” 

That is the exposition which the Secretary has 
himself put upon this transaction. It is intended 
as an argument to be addressed to the people of 
the United States, to make them go to war with 
Mexico. To what other end could all these cir- 
cumstances have been communicated? The Secre- 
tary was under no obligation to make a communi- 
cation to this House of the manner in which he got 
possession of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet. It appears 
to have been sent to him as a confidential commu- 
nication. He did not, however, so consider it, or 
he would not-have introduced these statements into 


-his report. 


y 
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‘He would, under the circumstances, have been 
very cautious how he stated a fact of this kind, 
when it was not at all material to his purpose or to 


have made his argument from it, without telling 
this House-and nation how he obtained the know- 
ledge. But he has thought proper to put it into his 


Teport, and send it by the President to Congress. 


T can see no motive in this but to influence the 


- minds of the American people against Mexico. ~~ 


Under these circumstances, [hope that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs will not 
persist in his endeavor to sereen the foreign minit- 
ter here referred to from the gaze of this House 
and of this people; for here, in my place, I pro- 
nounce the act charged upon him by the Secretary 
a worse and more atrocious outrage than the publi- 
cation of the pamphlet.. I do not justify the print- 
ing of the pamphlet; but I do say that that foreign 
minister, who took it upon him to communicate 
this pamphlet, with an expression of his surprise 
and disgust, was guilty of a greater outrage, as 
well upon the United States as upon Mexico, than 
Mr. Gorostiza. I hope the honorable chairman 
will not attempt to screen him. Let ns know who 
he was. He js accredited here as a minister of 
peace. 
by name to Congress, to this country, and to the 
world; for we must remember that all we do in 


‘-xelation to this Mexican Republic is done not only 


before Mexico, but in the face of the civilized world. 

There is another reason why I wisi to have the 
name of this individual, and which induces me to 
hope that the chairman of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs will not insist upon its being with- 
held. There is a rumor very current in this city, 
and which has at length made its way to the public 
papers—I had myself heard it long before—that 
there is a foreign minister resident here, (I shall 
not name him,) who had told a number of persons 
in this city that he did communicate the pamphlet 
in question to our Secretary, but who positively 
denies that he expressed either surprise or disgust 
on the occasion. l wish to bring these two high 
functionzries into the presence of one another, and 
let us see where the truth lies. Let us remember 
that the character of that individual, as a foreign 
minister resident near our Government, we are 
bound to protect. Asto the mere communication 
of a copy of the pamphlet, it is in itself an indife- 
rent act. Ido not say that in that act, in itself 
simply considered, there was the smallest degree of 
impropriety; but, when we consider that the whole 
statement amounis to a direct charge on his moral 
character, that it infers treachery toward one who 
had confided in him, and a disposition to kindle 
war between two nations in whose affairs he had 
no right to intermeddle, the matter has a different 
aspect. Let us have the facis. Let us have the 
name of the minister. Let the parties be confront- 
ed, and then let us see whether that minister will 
come forward and avow that he did express the 
sentiments here attributed to him ; that he did play 
the part of an informer, and an inflamer of war. 
That man I want to see; and I say again, let him 
be confronted with the man who has thus brought 
him before Congress. The character of a foreign 
minister is implicated, and I want information. He 
is said to have very freely told to more than one 
individual that he did communicate the pamphlet, 
but to have positively and utterly denied any ex- 
pression of surprise or disgust. I hope the honora- 
ble chairman will not persist in his motion, but if 
he does, then I do invoke all the independent spirit 
in this House not to agree with him. It is a mat- 
ter which concerns this nation, which concerns the 


-peace of Mexico, which concerns the peace of the 


world, i 

Mr. HOWARD said that he could not, for a 
moment, think of withdrawing his motion; he had 
heard nothing to convince him of the propriety of 
doing so. If the House chose to retain the clause 
calling for the name of this individual, they wouid, 


‘of course, do so; that was a matier for them to 


determine; but. Mr. H. must regulate his own 
eourse-by his own views of propriety. As to the 
pamphlet itself, (said Mr. H.) I have no great 


‘objection that the gentleman from Massachusetts 


He: might have stated the fact that ` 
‘such a pamphlet had been published, and might 


Tt is important that he should be known | 
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book stores, and I have no doubt as many copies 
can be obtained as any gentleman desires. I -pur- 
chased one for myself last winter. But if the gen- 
tleman thinks that that which purports to be a 
translation was not in reality such, and he wishes a 
translation made, I shall not oppose it. I have no 
wish to use harsh language toward any man, but 
I am compelled by truth to say that a more atro- 
cious libel on the people and Government of the 


- United States never was published. This is my 


deliberate opinion. I read the book with feelings 
of indignation, which even now arise anew in my 
bosom, thought it is months ago. Yet that is the 
pamphlet which it was attempted insidiously to cir- 
culate among all the civilized powers of the world, 
by a man who took advantage of his public situa- 
tion to perpetrate such an act. 

The gentleman talks about a violation of confi- 
dence. Where is there the slightest ground to be- 
lieve that the least degree of personal confidence 
or friendship existed between that man atid the in- 
dividual to whom he gave two copies. of his pam- 
phlet? Where is the proof? 
would appear that copies were given to all the fo- 
reign ministers. Was Mr. Gorostiza in hahits of 
strict confidence and personal friendship with all 
of them? The individual who communicated the 
pamphlet to our Secretary of State did what it was 
his duty to do as the representative of a friendly 
power. Atleast there is no doubt that he thought 
su. Yet the gentleman from Massachusetts wishes 
to drag him up before this House as an incendiary, 
who was occupied in blowing the coals of discord 
between two nations. And, while he represents 
the act of communicating this pamphlet as a be- 
trayal of confidence, (of which there is no evi- 
dence,) at the same time he does not pretend to 
justify the publication of the pamphlet, he express- 
ly declared that he could not justify, and perhaps 
not even palliate it. Now, ought not this Govern- 
ment to know when an appeal full of the foulest 
falsehood is clandestincly made to the representa- 
tives of all other Governments against its acts? 
Shonld not a Government, under such circum- 
stances, be warned by the minister of a friendly 
power? Was it not fit that the representatives of 
this Government should be apprized of this under- 
handed, secret attempt to take away our fair fame? 
Yet the gentleman, for this, insists upon confront- 
ing him with the Secretary of State, and declares 
the act of making snch a communication a more 
atrocious outrage than the publication of the pam- 
phlet. Supposing it to be so, what does the genile- 
man wart todo? Does heseek to embroil that mi- 
nister and his Government with the Government 


-of Mexico, as if there were not already quarrels 


enough in the world? He wants to hold him up to 
publie scorn and reprobation, and, I suppose, to 
make his Government responsible for his conduct, 
thus increasing our difficulties with other powers. 
Why should we do this? Has this House any 
doubt as to the truth of the fact stated by the Secre- 
tary? If that gentleman is to be put upon a pub- 
lic. trial on a question of veracity, that is a different 
affair. 

If the House has any doubt, let them investigate; 
but if they believe the Secretary of State, (an officer 
of this Government, whose word is not likely to be 
doubted,) why should they, without authority, be- 
cause there is a rumor that some public minister 
has said something to somebody at some time, and 
some letter-writer has caught it up, and it has ap- 
peared on anonymous authority in some paper, 
pass a vote which implies a doubt of his veracity? 
Newspapers seem to have risen into vast magni- 
tude and importance of iate. 

As to the condition of ovr dispute with Mexico, 
and the clause to which the gentieman has alluded 


in the Message of the President, I have only tosay | 


that that subject is not now before this House. It 
will be in due time, and I feel desirous that it 
should come up for discussion. I have heard this 
Administration denounced as being the true cause 
of our Canadian troubles, from the course it has 


- pursued towards Mexico, and I have heard it open- 


ly declared on this floor that our Government. has 
disgraced the country, F hold -gentlemen to the 


Iknow of none. It | 


should call for a copy, though it seems to me very |j 
unnecessary, because the book is sold in the public . 


-the progress of the Texas revolt. 


justify such accusations. 
-M.} a source of profound satisfaction, thet the 


proof. This sort of general denunciation. 
do; though it may please certain gentlemy 
present the country as disgraced, and ito: 
every thing.on the Administration, thé per 
require proof. I ask, what statute is it. 
Government has omitted to enforce? -Tio 
gentlemen to show itto me. I demand to 
act-of Congress which requires this Governm 


go to Texas. 
hardly expect this after the extraordinary sensibility 
they have manifested in regard to: what: they ealt 
infractions of the Constitution. . Will they makeiit 
matter of complaint that the Executive has-con- 
formed himself te the law of the land? If reference 


4. is made to the act of 1818, I can find only two'see 


tions of that act which at all apply to the case, and 
these have been strictly carried into execution, 
whenever the occasion called for it, and the Go- 
vernment was informed of their violation. 

But, to return to the point immediately before 
the House. Why should we demand the nameof 
this minister? What good reason can be given-for 
it? If the communication made by the retiring 
minister to the minister in question was made in 
confidence, is there not the same reason 10. suppose 
that the communication of the latter with the Se- 
cretary of State was in confidence also?. “Why: sup- 
pose one to have been confidential, and’ not.the 
other? In-my judgment, neither of them was:so 
Isee in the circumstances no mark of any such 
thing. Copies of the pamphlet were, I believe, 
communicated to all the members of the diplomatic 
corps. Until I shall be satisfied that there is some 
good reason for this demand, I cannot assent to it, 
I do not desire to extend. the controversy any fare 
ther. The retiring minister. appeals to a great 
Congress of nations. Why, sir, we have-such& 
Congress in every civilized country. ` The diplo- 
matic corps, accredited to any. one of the great Go- 
vernments of Europe, form in themselves a Con- 
gress of Nations, and to that tribunal. this man 
made a secret appeal, with the intention of. fore- 
stalling the question. He sends his atrociously 
slanderous pamphlet to all the Representatives.of - 
Governments in friendly communication withthe 
United States, holding up to them this Government 
as having asserted an untruth. Are we to lose-the 
favorable opinion of every friendly Government 
because he chose to avail himself of the last privi- 
lege within his reach to scatter his slanders over 
the whole civilized world? : 

Mr. MENEFEE said that he presumed. ‘the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
{Mr. Howard] had honored him by his allusion to 
the conduct of the Government in the maintenance 
of the neutrality of cur citizens toward Mexico.in 
‘Phe frightful 
forms of libel and detraction, excited in his: imagi- 
nation by the pamphlet of Gorostiza, seems toim- 
part, in hiseye, a sort of /ibellous coloring. to all 
that is here said which denies to the Gevernmest 
a title tọ canonization for its samtship throaghoat 
our Mexican relations. He should not complain 
of the gentleman for indulging in this manner an 
imagination morbidly, it struck him, inflamed, 
over matters of national scandal. It was innozent 
enough, though perhaps not exactly amiable.. But 
ihe gentleman at last ventures, rashly, he (Mr. Mi] 
must think, to deny in cold blood the imputation 
against the Government, of cither culpable remiss- 
ness, or the least bad faith in the performance of 
our neutral and treaty obligations to Mexico. Bul, 
more rashly still, he ventures to proclaim,an all the 
solemn forms of political, and, from. his position, 
semi-official flourish, that gentlemen: jn the oppo- 
sition who cast such grievous and. unmerited re- 
proach upon the Government will, jn-due time, be 
required to specify and establish the grounds which 
„It -was -to chim [My 


a 
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Government: had. - thus; in- substance, invited 
public’ serätioy into iis: transactions. in’ that quar- 
ter. Now} to him, [Mr.'M.} it presented no diffi- 
culty whatever to specify or establish more than’ 
enough to infamize, utterly, the course, of the Ad- 
ministration. His difficulty lay in crediting thatany 
intelligent citizen of the United States, much less 
the distinguished. head of. the Committee. on Fo- 
reign Relations, could be found willing: to-deny. or. 
doubt that the: course..of the Administration, both 
as to omission “and commission; had béen‘ds.we 
have described it. He. even yet: hope 
honorable chairman was, in what he:said, disposed 
to be facetious. “Why, sir; said he, when: Laffirm 
that'our: citizens: throughout the whole: West and 
Southwest violated flagrantly their. obligations of 
neutrality to “Mexico, by affording public ‘succor, 
in-men and arms, to Texas, from the first stage of 
the revolt to’ the recognition of its independence, I 
have but-to: refer to the Representatives from that 
section. of: the: Union. That military array, in no 
concealed form, but in all “the pomp and circum- 
stance”. of - war; : was. the spectacle of every day; 
that avowed military recruiting, by commissioned 
o¥eers, for the defenee of: Texas; that the charac- 
ter of emigrant, claiming the right of expatriaticn, 
first assumed, soon:rose to that of soldier; that bo- 
dies of men with arms, uniforms, and standards, 
and every quality of organized. military force, 
breathing wår and vengeance against a friendly 
power, were publicly displayed in the heart of this 
country; in almost every city and village in its con- 
fines; that all this was known. to the Government 
from the beginning of the revolt; that it transpired 
under the immediate observation, and often under 
the express countenance of the law officers of the 
Government; that a-preterice of boundary was 
mest unreasqnably set up by the Government; that 
a military force was passed into Mexican territory 
ata most critical period of the revolt: these, sir; 
and multitudes of others, are my specifications, 
aud the West and Southwest here assembled are 
my proofs! os 
Let gentlemen beware: there is more in these 
Mexican. relations, than.this intemperate justifica- 
tion of them seems to perceive, On a fit occasion 
they. may be developed. - non 
But the chairman says there was no law. which 
the. Executive, did not: ẹnfarce; nothing undone 
which.hecould:do.. Does not the act of 1818, for 
the enforcement of neutral. obligations, authorize 
the. suppression of-military expeditions, or prepara- 
tions here, against a power with whom we. are at 
perce? Look att. Every provision almost has 
been: violated, and not one clause enforced, or at- 
tempted, except in. empty form.: But suppose. the 
law was-not sufficiently comprehensive in ils pro- 
visions? Why did not the Executive, charged with 
the conduct of our foreign relations, communicate 
the fact to Congress, and ask their extension? It 
is our duty to compel our citizens to. do justice to 
other nations. Other nations have. a right to de- 
mand that we should, and. we are nationally re- 
sponsible if.we do not.. Have you not lately done 
so in, the case of the Canada revolt? Were not the 
aggressions of our cilizens against Mexico more 
reiterated inmumber, and longer. persisted in, than 
they have-been.against Great Britain? Why, then, 
distinguish between, the two. powers? Is it because 
Mexico. was weak that you declined this course to- 
‘wards her? Is. it because Great Britain is powerful 
that you fly with this. haste—almost indecent—to 
the frontier, find the laws not adequate, and pre- 
seat yourself before Congress for. increased autho- 
rity? "Fhis is but justice to. Great. Britain, Yet 
why was not the-same measure of. justice extended 
to Mexico? How can you, under these circum- 
Stances, escape the suspicion of the civilized world, 
that you have at once yielded to the power of a 
great monarchy what you denied to an infant and 
distracted sepublic?. That the power of Great Bri- 
tain has wrung from you a justice which, under 
your sense: of. principle and treaty, you would: not 
allow to Mexico? That your measure of justice is 
graduated: by the power of the nations to whom you 
~ administer it? "There is no humiliation. or dishonor. 
<in doing justice to Great Britain now; the -humilia- 
‘tion. and dishonor He. in. having. withheld it from 


Mexico under like circumstances. 


[ thatthe: 


Before this affair is closed, I hope to be able to 
do myself the honor to afford the honorable chair- 
man specifications quite as exact as he may desire, 
“accompanied with competent proofs;” for his due 
consideration of which, I shall feel at liberty to 
allow him more than a week, if required—the time 
lately allowed a foreign Government, not se pow- 
erful as Great Britain, to determine on a multitude 


of intricate and complex subjects; involving the is- 


sues of peace and war. oe . 
Mr, WADDY THOMPSON said. that he cared 

not how hard a blow might fall on this or-the last 

Administration, provided it was not struck in favor 


| of Mexico against the interests of Texas, nor struck 


at the Administration through the national honor. 


“Much as he had denounced the conduct of the Ad- ` 


ministration, he had not forgotten what it behooved 
every American, in all controversies with foreign 
powers to remember, that still it was the Govern- 
ment of his country. He would say, that could 
he conceive it possible he should himself ever live 
to charge his native country with meanness and 
cowardice, with violence towards the feeble, anda 
base truckling to the strong, it would not be in cir- 
cumstances when that strong power had its arms 
yet reeking with the slaughter of American’ citi- 
zens. Men, he was aware, might be so far gone 
in party spirit as to take a pleasure in representing 
their country in the meanest and most disgraceful 
light to. disparage a hated Administration. He 
must confess that, fell as was his revenge against 
the present and Jate Administration, he had no 
“stomach” for that. i : 
The gentleman had inquired why, in the case of 
Texas, the Executive had not asked for additional 
powers to guard against violations of our nen- 
trality, as he had recently done in case of England. 
The answer was obvious. Texas was remotely 
situated. It was separated from us by a wide 
region of wilderness, and no power could entirely 
prevent the evil complained of. But, on our 
Northern frontier, we were separated from Canada, 


- sometimes, but by a narrow stream, while the 


boundaries of both countries were bordered by 
fortresses. The inhabitants on both sides were in 
a State of the greatest excitement, and had already 
‘broken out into mutual outrages. "Lhe two cases 
were obviously different. Laws whieh might have 
been strong enough in the case of Texas, were 
‘insufficient with regard to Canada.. Deep as was 
Mr. T's indignation at the enormity which had 
been perpetrated at Schlosser, he did not. deny the 
obligations of this Government to, maintain the 
relations of neutrality. E 

Now, as to the charge which had been made of 
cowardice in ourcourse towards Mexico, he believed 
it was the first time, much as party violence had pre- 
vailed in our country, that cowardice had ever been 
connected with the name of Andrew Jackson. 
Whatever evils that individual might have inflicted 
on his country, no candid man would deny that’ he 
had spread around the American name a halo of 
military glory; and, if remarkable above other men 
for any one quality, it was for an indomitable cou- 
rage that blenched at no danger. Andrew Jack- 
son! not dare to observe the same course toward 
Great Britain as he would toward Texas. Yes: 
if he would hesitate in regard to either, it 


, would never be in, respect to the stronger power. 


He would have been more prompt to assume a 
bold front to the strong than to the weak, to Eng- 
land than to Mexico. His blood would“ more 
have stirred to rouse a lion than to start a hare.” 
But what could the Government have done? The 
case stated by the gentleman from Kentucky did 
not fall within: the provisions of the law of 1818. 
Had the Government any proof that a military 
expedition had been fitted out in the United States 
against a friendly power? The gentleman had 
spoken of recruiting ; but Mr. T. would like to see 
the terms of enlistment; he rather believed it 
would turn cut, on cxamination, that the men were 
only invited to go and settle anew country. The 
gentleman talked of a recruiting rendezvous at 
Lexington. Indeed! and where were the loyal 
citizens of the State of Kentucky, that they per- 
mitted all this to goon? ‘Was there no. patriotic 


_ citizen to warn the Administration of the danget, 
: as the ever-glorious and lamented§Colonel Daviess 


informed Mr. Jefferson of Burrs movements? 
Where was the slumbering patriotism, the sense of 
honor, in the authorities of Kentucky, if they could 
stand by and see the laws thus flagrantly violated ? 
Why had not the honorable gentleman himself step- 
ped forward and informed the Executive Depart- 
ment of a State of things so outrageous? There was 
the law; the gentleman said it covered the case; if 
so, there was wanting only an informer to put it into 
effect. But suppose the gentleman had been himself 
the District Attorney for the District of Kentucky, 
what could he have done? Suppose Mr. T. had been 
one of those recruited, could the gentleman have 
arrested him? If he had, and Mr. T. had inquired. 
his authority, he would have replied, “I arrest you 
‘because I believe you are going to Texas.” Mr.T. 
would have answered, “Weil; and what if I am? 
Have I not a right to go to Texas, if I choose to 
remove to that country?” “Yes; but you are in 
arms; you mean to fight against Mexico as soon as 
yeu get there,” “Well; and if, when I am a resi- 
dent of Texas, I choose to fight for my adopted 
country against her oppressors, can you hinder me?” 
Mr. F. insisted that if the Government had had the 
entire military power of the United Slates there on 
the ground, it could not have prevented one of 
these emigrants from removing over the line. They 
had a right to emigrate, and, having emigrated, 
they had a right to bear arms in their new country. 
Any attempt to prevent it must have proved futile, 
and have only resulted in the promotion of that 
which it sought to hinder; and, after all, what vio- 
lation of neutrality had been committed? What 
had the Government done? Mr. T. had observed 
trom the beginning the whole struggle of that glo- 
tious people, andagain he asked, what had this 
Government done for them? It had sent Gen. 
Gaines across the line. But was this to keep the 
Camanches off the Texans? No: but off the 
Mexicans, their old enemies. Those troops had 
heen detailed to preserve the country from the in- 
road of savages, and Gen. Gaines had done no- 
thing more than, in the like circumstances, 
would have been done by any gallant man. As 
to the Government, it had written letter after let- 
ter to the District Attorney, urging him to the 
performance of his duty. Tf there was a recruiting 
rendezvous at Lexington, how could the Govern- 
ment know it unless officially informed of it?. And 
it if bad been informed, what right would an Ame- 
rican Government officer have had to turn back emi- 
grants on their. way to Texas, because they chose to 
have a red stripe on their pantaloons? If they had, 
it was something new to Mr.T. He had care- 
fully reviewed his own course to see whether he had 
taken any step in relation to this matter with which 
he could reproach himself, before he had ventured 
to go forward and break a lance in defence of the 
Administration; and if, in so delicate acase, he had 
appeared as a defender of the Administration, it 
was only because he had heard his own Govern- 
ment charged with having yielded, out of fear of 
Great Britain, that which had been denied to the 
weakness of Mexico, and with suffering that to be 
extorted . from it by the dread of British powér, 
which was not prompted by a sense of honorable 
justice to a. weaker power. 

Mr. HAYNES said that if he had not so often, 
and on such a variety of occasions, heard imputa- 
tions cast upon the motives of others, and by no 
member of this House more often, or on a greater 
variety of occasions, than by the honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) he should 
not now address the House. 

Itseemed to him that, amidst all the questions 
involved in our foreign relations, that honorable 
member had fixed his attention upon a single sub- 
ject, and that his meat, and drink, and sleep, were 
continually mingled with Texas! Texas!! Texas!!! 
Mr. H. was willing to make allowance for the 
effect of long continued thought and feeling in one 
particular direction; but, with all due allowance for 
the influence of such thought and feeling on the 
part of the member from Massachusetts, he could 
find no justification for the course which that gen- 
man had thought proper to pursue. 

That gentleman had chosen to raise a question 
of veracity with the President, touching the action 
and opinion, of Congress upon our then exist- 
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ing relations with Mexico. He did not know on 
what particular -ground the President had placed 
the opinion or. assertion in the Message, which 
had ‘called down the animadversions of the 
member from Massachusetts. But, to his mind, it 
was justified by-the language used in the clause of 


tbe'act of the last session of Congress, making an ` 


appropriation for the contingent renewal of diplo- 
matic intercourse with Mexico. That appropria- 
tion was made upon the contingency thai the mo- 
ney should be expended “ whenever, in the opinion 
of the Executive, circumstances’ will permit a re- 
-newal of intercourse honorably with that power.” 
Our relations with Mexico were then such that di- 
plomatic intercourse. could not be honorably re- 
newed with her. 
renew such intercourse, would it have been disho- 
norable to have taken justice into our own hands? 

It was surprising that a gentleman who was so 
sensilive about violations of confidence, should 
propose a course calculated to carry out and -per- 
fect such violation. -Fle had understood. the gen- 
tieman from Massachusetts, in the earlier portion 
of his remarks, to lay down the doctrine, that what- 
ever may be communicated in confidence, whether 
treason: or murder, or any thing else, must be kept 
sacredly confidential. He had somewhat qualified 
that doctrine in his subsequent remarks, but how 
far it affected the general proposition might well be 
doubted. He asked if it was proper to close up 
the avenue to confidential intormation from the 


mernbers of the diplomatic corps, by dragging ` 


every such communication before the country and 
the world? ` 

For his part, he should not consent to do so. 
Such a course might sometimes operate most inju- 
riously upon the interests of this country. But as 
the honorable gentleman had raised a question of 
veracity with the President, it was now his object 
to raise such a question with the Secretary of State; 
and upon what ground did he propose to raise it? 
Upon rumor. Sir, you thay hear rumors of every 
complexion touchitig every body, if you choose to 
listen to them. For his part, he would not indulge 
the member from Massachusetts in bringing up 
such an issue with a public officer who had con- 
tinued to fill high offices for nearly twenty-five 
years with credit to himself and usefulness’ to the 
country, upon any one of the ten thousand rumors 
in daily:cireulation here or elsewhere. He, there- 
fore, hoped that the amendment proposed by the 


honorable gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. How- | 


ard,) would prevail. 

“The subject was then laid over to enable the 
SPEAKER to present some Executive communi- 
cations : i 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy, a statement 
ol the number of ‘Clerks employed. in the Navy 
Department. 

2. A similar statement from the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

3. A report from the Secretary of War of the 
number of persons whose claims for pensions have 
been rejected during the last year. se 


4. From the same, a report in relation to some’ 


private claim. 
On motions of Messrs. CAMBRELENG and 
BRIGGS, severally laid on the table; and then, 
On motion, 7 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 11, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House commi- 
nications from the War Department, enclosing the 
annual report of the Colonel of Ordnance: ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. : 

Also, the report of the Commissioner of Pensions: 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia county, remonstrating against 
annexing Texas to the United States: laid on the 
table. f 

Also, two petitions from Philadelphia; two peti- 
tions from Lancaster county; one petition from 
Chester county; six petitions from Susquehanna 


Tf, then, it was not honorable to | 
‘Andrews, for remuneration for property destroyed 


‘them from the further consideration of the subject 


‘ment: ordered te a second reading. / 
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County; nine petitions from Montgo: ery county ; 
four petitions from Bucks county ; and one petition 
from Delaware county, Pennsylvania; signed. by. 
some 2,000 citizens, praying Congress to° abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and: Territories 
of the United States. f j 


Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry | 


citizens of Mionic aounty, Illinois, for pre-emption 
lands: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of W: 
T. Hyat for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. : 

Messrs. PRENTISS, BUCHANAN, and LYON, 
severally presented petitions; which wëre appro». 
priately referred. ; 4 
~ Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of H. W. 


by the Indians*in Florida, in consequence of the 
same being occupied by the United States forces : 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George Da 
venport : ordered to a second reading. - 

Report from the same committee, discharging 


of granting right of way through public lands to 
the State of Ilinois: adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Joseph 
W. Page, for remuneration for services rendered 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ; ; 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill remitting duties on two iron steam- 
boats, imported by C. Gay and another of Macon, . 
Georgia: ordered to a second reading. 

Also, a bill from the House for the relief of 
Chastelain and Ponvert: ordered to be printed. 

Also, bill for the relief of B. Crafts and others, 
suretiesof James Manning, late collector at Beau- 
fort, North Carolina: laid on the table. — 

Also, on his motion, the committee were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of sundry merchaats of Mobile, for the remis- 
sion of costs of suits on duty bonds, &c. and the 
same referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, reported a bill repealing the act of 1832, - 
imposing duties on certain imports, without amend- 


Also, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the same 
committee were discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of certain importers of 
hardware. “ : 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported sundry private relief bills. i 

Also, bill granting pensions to certain widows 
and legal representatives of Revolutionary soldiers. 

Also, bill for the relief of Lugy Easton: seve- 
rally ordered to a second reading. d 

Mr.. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the improvement of 
the Wabash river: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill to increase the salary of the 
Commissioner of. the General Land Office: ordered 
to a second reading. ~ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill for the 
relief of the widows and orphans of the officers 
and sailors of the United States schooner Wildcat: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. LYON introduced a bill to amend the act, - 
establishing the northern boundary of Ohio, and 
admitting Michigan into the Union: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. i 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of increasing the num- 
ber of Clerks in the office of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, that the Secretary of War communicate 
any information he may possess relative to the ne- 
cessity of such increase. 

Mr: CRAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported adverse to the memori- 
als of citizens of Missouri for an additional land of- 
fice: laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting 


limits for themselves: 


a bill for the ‘liquidation “of the claim: of General 
Duncan 8. Clinch for losses sustained: at his plane : 
‘tation, “Luang Syne,” in Alachua county, Territory 
of Florida, in the years 1835.-and 1836, in: conse- 
quence “of the: with the Seminole Indians. 
3 f the claim presented atthe- 


Isét6change the times of: 
ourts in Virginia: read, and. 
on. the Judiciary. : 
‘the petition of William A. ` 
mb; and Linval D.:Bailey, 
tisteCicotte, praying autho- 
res of land, of any of the public ` 


rity to locate 300 


“lands in Michigan ‘that may be subject to entry, in 
 liew of 300 acres which’ were recommended for eon- 


firmation to said. Cicot’by the Board of Land Com-- 
missioners at Detroit, but which, before.the recom- 


` mendation had ‘been confirmed, as it afterwards ` 


was, by Congréss, had been sold by the Govern- 
ment. Also, a` petition of numeroys ‘citizens of 
Michigan, praying Congress to make an, appropria- 
tiou of money to compiete certain harbor improve- 
ments commenced. by individuals to improve the 
harbor of Brest, on Lake Erie, in said State. 
MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

The consideration of Mr. CALHOUN’S resolu- 
tions was then resumed. _ ae Bape tee 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that as he had 
yesterday pledged himself to bring forward the ad- 
ditional resolution offered yesterday and suspended 
at his suggestion: in fulfilment of this. pledge, he 
had restored the ‘resolution ‘to its original form, 
and would now deliver it tp ‘fo-its:parents, the 
honorable Senators from Kentucky and Michigan. 

Mr. CLAY, at the suggestion of Mr. SEVIER, 
assented to an amendment, by striking out the 
clause relating to the treaty with Spain of 1819. 

Mr. CLAY proposed further to amend, by stri- 


king out such parts as relates to the Indians, except 


in cases where, by their influence, the institution of 
Slavery has extended north of the compromise 
line.—[36 deg. 30 min. N. lat.] . ig 

Mt. SEVIER opposed this motion, and called 
for the yeas and nays, and on the question being 
taken, the result was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Lyon, McKean, Morris, Merrick, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roan, Robbins, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tip~ 
ton, Williams, and Young——31, eon 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Walker, and White—10. ` 

Mr. RIVES moved; as àn amendment, the fol- 
lowing: i : à Poa 

Resolved, That any interference with the subject 
of slavery in the Territories of the United States in 
which it may exist is inhibited by. all the considera- 
tions in regard to the rights and interests of the 
inhabitants of said Territories, the security of the 
slaveholding States, and the danger to the Union, 
which are mentioned in the preceding resolution as 
forbidding any interference with, or action on, the 
the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia ; 
and for the further reason that the people of those 
Territories, when admitted into the Union as States, 
will be exclusively entitled to decide the question 
of the existence of slavery within their respective 


The question on its adoption was taken by yeas > 
and nays, and resulted as follows: < es 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 4 
Lumpkin, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, ` 
and White—10. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton » Black,” 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Grundy; Hubbard 
King, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell,» 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Strange, Swift, Walker, Webster, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—29. 

The resolution was, after considerable discus- 
sion, amended so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That any attempt of Congress to abo- 
lish slavery in any Territory of the United States 
in which it exists, would create serious alarm and 
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just apprehension in the States sustaining. that do- 
mestie institution; would be'a violation: of good 
faith towards the inhabitants. of -such ‘Territory, 
who have been permitted to settle with and hold 


slaves, because the people of such ‘Territory have |: 


not asked tor the abolition of slavery: therein, and 
because that, when any- such ‘Territory: shall be 
admitted into the Union as a State, the people 
thereof. will be entitled to decide:that. question ex- 
clusively for themselves. ; i 

The question was then taken on its adoption, 
and carried by a vote of of 34 to 9. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young——34, 

NAYS—-Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Grundy, 
McKean, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, and: Webster—9.. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 12, 1838. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee of 
Elections, made a report on the Mississippi Election 
case, which he moved to lay on the table and print. 
-The report was merely on the facts, and was 
submitted by the committee without comment or 
inference. ‘ 

- :Mr. MAURY said he wished to submit a reso- 
lution, but it was not in order. 

Mr. GRENNELL wished to have the report 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BELL inquired of the Chair whether, if 
the motion to lay on the table were decided in the 
affirmative, it would again come up? 

The CHAIR replied it would, when reached on 
the calendar. 

Mr. BELL hoped the gentleman would not press 
the motion, but consent to its commitment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he made the motion un- 
der. the.instruction. of the committee. . Moreover, 
the report itself came to no definite conclusion, and 
contamed nothing upon which the House could 
act, being merely a statement-of facts, such as they 
were directed to bring forward. 

After several suggestions— + 

Mr. B. modified his motion by moving to post- 
pone the further consideration of the. report till 
Tuesday next, and that it be printed, which was 

agreed to. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Waysand Means, reported a bill making an ap- 
propriation for the protection of the northern fron- 

tier of the. United States. 

On. motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG the esti- 
mates of the Ordinance Department for the year 
1838 were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. MsKIM,. from the sams committee, re- 
ported a bill to provide for certain harbors, and 
for the removal of obstructions in and ai the 
mouths of certain rivers for the year 1838, and for 
other. purposes. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Springfield manntacimring company. 

Mr. STUART of - Virginia, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Winslow 
Lewis. | .- : 

Mr SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce; reported a bill to provide for the registra- 
tion .of. vessels of the United States, for the collec- 
tion of ‘hospital money, the erection of marine 
hospitals for sick .and, disabled seamen on. the 
‘Western rivers and lakes. ea 
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Also, a bill for relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathan Sage. 5 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Daniel 
Malone. l ` 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to require the 
judge of the district courts of East and West Ten- 
nessee to hold a court in Jackson, in said Sate. 

Mr. BRUYN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Return B. Brown. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to réfund a fine imposed on the laie 
Matthew Lyon, under the Sedition laws, to his 
heirs and representatives. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, reported a resolution instructing that 
committee to inquire whether there be, and if any, 
what encouragement may be given to promote the 
cullivation of the mulberry; which was concurred 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported Senate bill, without amendment, to 
provide for the payment of the annuities which 
will become due and payable to the Great and Lit- 
tle Osage Indians for the year 1838, and for other 
purposes. 

On motion of Mr. B. the bill was committed, 
and then, on his motion, also, the House went into 
committee on the same, Mr. McKAY in the chair. 

Mr. B. briefly explained that the suffering condi- 


tion of these Indians was such that depredations ` 


and mischief were likely to arise on the one hand, 
or starvation on the other. 

The bill was then considered, when the commit- 
tee rose and reported it to the House; and it was 
ordered to a third reading, and then read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. MILLER of Mo. from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
General John E. Wool, Inspector General of the 
Army of the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill for the settlement of 
the accounts of Richard Harrison, late Consular 
Agent of the United States in Spain, 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Connecticut, from the.: 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported 
the following, viz: 

Bill for the relief of Elizabeth French 

Bill for the relief of Efi Eastman. 

Mr. STANLEY, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Eli 
‘Whaleb Spafford. z 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported the following: 

“Joint resolution directing the Secretary of War 
to cause to be examined and surveyed the inun- 
dated lands of the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
and report to Congress the practicability of reclaim- 
ing the same.” 

Mr. HARISON also reported a bill authorizing 
the Missouri and Mississippi Railroad Company to 
locate their road throughout the public lands, and 
for other purposes, : 

Also, a bill making an appropriation of public 
lands, for the construction of a military roadin 
the States of Missouri and Arkansas. 

All the above, with the exception stated, were 
read twice and committed, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Alabama, two 
thousand extra copies of the report of the Secreta- 
ry of War, relating to the defence of the Western 
frontier, with the accompanying surveys, were 
ordered to be printed for the use of the House 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a statement prepared by the Second Comptroller 
of, appropriations and expenditares for the year 
1837; which,-on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
was laid on the table, oe : 

The House then passed to the private orders, 
and, on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY. of Ohio, 
resolved itself into a Copsmittee of the Whole, Mr. 
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CASEY in the chair, and considered the following’ 
bills: i 

1. A bill forthe relief of administrator of Ed- 
ward Duyal. f i 

2. A bill for the relief of Richard Frisby. 

3. A bill for the relief of Austin and Tailer. 

4. A bill for the relief of Alexander G. Morgan, 

5. A bill for the relief of Jonathan Elliot... 

6, A bill for the relief of John Wilson. ` ; 

7. A bilt for the relief of Commodore John 
Downes. : f 

This bill was: discussed. at. great length, being 
opposed by Messrs. CAMBRELENG, CRAIG, 
RENCHER, and TILLINGHAST ; and support~ 


j ed by Messrs. E. WHITTLESEY, PARMEN- 


TER, TALIAFERRO, LOOMIS, REED; MAX- 
WELL, and LINCOLN; when the bill was laid 
aside to he reported. : ‘ 


8. A bill for the relief of Christopher Werner. 

9. A bill for the relief of David H. Maxwell. 

10. A bill for the relief of Thomas Tyner and 
others. 3 

11. A bill for the relief of Melancton T. Wool- 


12. A bill for the relief of Joseph Nourse. 

13. A bill for the relief of James L. Kenner. 

14. A bill for the relief of James Herron. 

15. A bill for the relief of H. W. Russel. 

16. A bill for the relief of Freeman Brady. 

17. A bill for the relief of Wm. Tharp. 

18. A bill for the relief of William and James 
Crooks. 

19. A bill for the relief of James Callan. 

20. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Farrow and Harris. 

21. A bill for the relief of Converse and Rees. 


The above having been considered, the Commit- 
tee rose and reported all but No. 12 (for the relief 
of Joseph Nourse) on which it had leave to sit 
again, and all the others were ordered to be engros- 
sed for a third reading. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, Mr. CALHOUN of Massacho- 
setts, in the Chair, and took up and considered the 
following bills: ; f 

(22. A bill for the relief of. Robert Fulton. 

23. A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

24. A bill for the relief of Levy Court, Calvert 
county, Maryland. 

25. A bill for the relief of Hugh McDonald. 

26. A bill for the relief of D. W. Haley. 

27. A bill for the relief of Ann W., Johnston. 

28. A bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth, 

29. A bill for the relief of Wiliam Radcliff. 

30. A bill for the relief of Charles Benns. 

31. A bil for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard. 
and others, 

22. A bill for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

33. A. bill for the relief of Henry Beamish: 

34. A bill for the relief of Frederick Reze. 

35. A bill for the.relief of Squire Stearns. 

36. A bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others. 3 

37. A bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers. 

38. A. bill for the relief of Moses Merrill. 

39. A bill for the relief of Joseph Deshields. 

40. A bill for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

41. A bill for the relief of Ferdinand Clark. 

42. A bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing. 

43. A bill for the relief of the executors of John 
H. Peterson, deceased. 

44, A pill for the relief of Isaac Wellborn, jr. 

The committee then rose, and reported all the 

above bills except except Nos. 23 and 31 in the 
above list, on which the committee had leave to sit 
again. ee ee : 
Bill N. 22, for- the relief of Robert Fulton, wag, 
on motion of Mr. McK AY, postponed till to-mor- 
row, and all the: others were ordered to a thir 
reading to-morrow; and then, ~~ 

.On motion, ` ; 

The House adjourned, 


_. Other’ side; which leave being granted by unani- 
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: IN SENATE, 
< Faipay, January 12, 1838. 
Mr. GRUNDY. rose and remarked, that, by 
some ‘mistake in the reports of a morning paper, he 
had been ‘made to vote against the adoption of the 
resolution last acted upon previous to the adjourn- 
ment. of last evening, when he was really absent. 
He therefore asked leave to record his vote on the 


“mous consent, his vote was recorded in the affirma- 
tive*® o. 
o The. CHAIR presented a communication from 

“thé 'Secretary of the Treasury: Also, one from 

‘the same, relative to the various expenditures of 

the past year. Also, from the Secretary of War. 
‘Also, from the Secretary of the Navy, relative to 
the number of clerks, and their several salaries, 
employed in that department. Severally laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the’ petition of nume- 
-rous citizens of Delaware, for the establishment of 

-New Castle as a port of entry: referred to the Com- 
‘mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the remonstrance 
of several marine insurance officers of New York, 
against the repeal or modification of the law of the 
Jast session relating to pilots: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. ; ~ 
. On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the memorial 
of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce in fa- 
vor of establishing New Castle a port of entry, was 
taken from the files of the last session, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with amendments, a bill to esta- 
blish the southern boundary of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory: amendments adopted. 

Also, reported adverse to the 
Atherton: adopted. a de 

Also, adverse to. the petition of sundry merchants 
of Mobile, for remission of fees of suit in case of 
duty bonds. - 

Mr. KING remarked, that the committee had 
made a remarkably short report; he wished the 
chairman would oblige him by giving his reasons. 

Mr. GRUNDY replied: for the best.reason in 
‘the world. There was no reason set forth in the 
memorial which stated why their prayer ought to be 
granted. It was not the duty of the Committee to 
Search for reasons which were not known to exist. 

Mr. KING remarked, that the law authorizing 
the extension of bonds on duties, had proved in 
many cases in effect worse than useless. It was 
on account of the enormous fees required by the 
prosecuting officer.  It.was never contemplated in 
the passage of the law that for an extension fur a 
few-months, the merchant was doomed to pay four 
or five hundred dollars. The object of the law was 
to relieve not-to distress the merchants. 

Mr. GRUNDY explained. : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama felt some interest in the 
matter, andas he had not had an opportunity of 

examining.the. papers, which he wished to do be- 
fore the question was taken, he moved that the re- 
port be laid on the table: agreed to. 

Mr, HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported without amendment, 

Bill for the relief of J. W. Jacob, of Charleston, 
South Carolina, 

Bill for the relief of Daniel Davis. 

Bill for the relief of Hannah Bradbury. 

Bill for the relief of Capt W. Bell; 

And on the latter moved an indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

The same committee were discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of D. J. Patterson, and 
the same referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

_ Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported a bill to amend the act establish- 
ing the northern boundary of Ohio, &c. Ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the committee on Roads 

, and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of W. R. 
Taylor, administrator of Jonathan Taylor; 
Also, a bill for the relief of. Capt. S. Sanderson ; 
Also, a bill for the.relief of Bailey and Delord; 
which were severally ordered to a second réading. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on'Navai |! 


petition of Thomas 
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Affairs, reported a -bill for-the. 
Yale: ordered to a-second readi 

Mr. WILLIAMS reported.a’ i 
Luilding an hospital. inthe District of Columbia 


for the insane, and for other ptirposes; with a- 


proviso, “ that the whole expense of erecting and 
finishing such building shall not'exceed $75,000 :? 
ordered to a second reading. bcs meat 

Mr. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. - 


Mr. CALHOUN’S sixth and last resolution Avas || ar 


then taken up, when Mr. Calhoun supported it 


with a few preliminary observations. i 


Mr. PRESTON moved to lay “the resolution ‘on 


the table, giving the reasons on. which he founded 
his motion; on which a short debate ensued; after 
which i 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
carried by a vote of 35 to 9, as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen; Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Clayof Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris, © Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss; Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Webster, White, Williams, and 
Wright—35. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Lumpkin, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Wal- 
ker, and Young—9. 

The following is a copy of these resolutions, as 
they passed the Senate: < 

1. Resolved, That, in the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, the States adopting the same-acted, 
severally, as free, independent, and ‘sovereign 
States; and that each, for itself, by its own volun- 
tary assent, entered the Union with the view to its 
increased security against all dangers, -domestic as 
well as foreign, and the more perfect and secure 
enjoyment of its advantages, natural, political, and 
social. 

IT. Resolved, That in delegating a portion of their 
powers to be exercised by the Federal Govern- 
ment, the States retained, severally, the exclusive 
and sole right over their own domestic institutions 
and police to the full extent to which those powers 
were not thus delegated, and are alone responsible 
for them; and that any intermeddling of any one 
or more States, or a combination of their citizens, 
with the domestic instituions and police of the 
others, on any ground, ‘political, moral, or religious, 
or under any pretext whatever, with the view to 
their alteration or subversion, is not warranted by 
the Constitution, tending to endanger the domestic 
peace and tranquillity of the States interfered with, 


“subversive of the objects for which the Constitution 


was formed, and, by necessary consequence, tend- 
ing to weaken and destroy the Union itself. 

HI. Resolved, That this Government. was insti- 
tuted and adopted by the several States of this 
Union as a common agent, in order to carry into 
effect the powers which they had delegated by {the 
Constitution for their mutual security and prospe- 
rity; and that in fulfilment of this high and sacred 
trust, this Government is bound so to exercise its 
powers, as not to interfere with the stability and se- 
curity of the domestic institutions of the States that 
compose the Union ; and that it is the solemn duty 
of the Government to resist, to the extent of its con- 
stitutional power, all attempts by one portion of the 
Union to use it as an instrument to attack the do- 
mestic institutions of another, or to weaken or de- 
stroy such institutions, 

IV. Resolved, That domestic slavery, as it ex- 
ists in the Southern and Western States of this 
Union, composes an important part of their dames- 
tic institutions, inherited from theiraxcestors, and 
existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by 
which it is recognised as constituting an important 
element in the apportionment of powers among 
the States,and that no change of opinion or feel- 
ing, onthe part of the other States of the Union in 
relation to it, can justify. them or. their citizens in 
open and systematic attacks thereon, with the 
view to its overthrow; and ‘that all such at- 


tacks are in manifest violation of the mutual and 


solemn pledge to protect and defend each other, 


given by the States respectively, on entering into” 


the constitutional com pact which formed the Union, 


and as such are a manifest breach of faith; and a 
violation of the most solemn obligations. =-=. 


uthorizing the. | 


cessions by’ the States of Vir- 
just cause-of alarm‘ tothe 
ng-States, and have a direct 
cy to. disturb and endanger 


attempt. of ‘Congress. to 
í erritory: of the- United 
States in wh “exists, would create serious 
alarm, and justapprehension, in. the States. sus- 


taining that domestic institution; would be a viola- 
tion of good faith towards the inhabitants of any 
such Territory. who have been permitted to settle 
with, and hold slaves therein, because: the people 
of any such Territory have not asked- for the abo- 
lition of slavery therein, and because when any 
such Territory shall be admitted into the Union as 
a State, the people thereof will be entitled to decide 
that question exclusively for. themselves. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to-append the follow- 
ing resolution : : ` 

Resolved, That nothing in the foregoing resolu- 
tions is intended to recognise the right of Congress 
to impair in any manner the freedom of speech, 
of the press, or the right of petition; as. secured 
by the Constitution to. the citizens of the several 
States within the States respectively...) °° 

On this question a long and animated discussion 
took place, in which Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, 
MORRIS, ALLEN, WALKER, and others, par- 
ticipated. 

‘Mr. ALLEN proposed to, modify his resolution, 
by striking out all after the word “Constitution,” 
and to insert, “of the United States, and of the 
States respectively, to their citizens.” 

Mr. SMITE of Indiana moved to amend Mr. 
ALLEN’s proposition, by striking out all after the 
word. “ resolved,” and inserting the following: 

“That nothing in these: resolutions should- be 
construed or understood as intending to impair, 
or in any manner abridge the right of speech or of 
the péople, or the right of-petition, as secured by 
the Constitution of the United States, and the.seve- 
ral States, and the right of petition is hereby ex- 
pressly declared to, include the duty on the part of 
Congress to receive. and determine upon the prayer 
of the petitioners.” moe E alte Benin 

This: amendment ‘also’ o¢casioned some further 
discussion, when: Mr. SMITH proposed’. soto 
amend it as to read : Pea oa : 

“ That nothing in. those:resolutions shall be con- 
strued or understood as intending to impair or in 
any. manner. abridge-the freedom of speech or-of 
the press, or the right. of petition, which is hereby 
expressly declared to include: the duty.on the part 
of the Senate to. receive and ‘determine upon the 
petitions.” ; . : i 

Pending the discussion, $ 

Mr. NILES moved. to ‘lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table; and on this question the 
yeas and nays were called, when there appeared 
for the motion, 23; against it, Z1—as follows: © 

YEAS-—Messrs.. Bayard, Black, Brown; Cal 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky; Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lumpkin; Mertick, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Sevier, Strange, Walker, and White—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, Lyon, McKean, 
Morriss, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Sniith: of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Switt, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, Williams, and Young—21. 

Mr. WALKER moved that when the Senate ad~ 
joarr, itadjourn to Monday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


*One of the Reporters of the Globe, in the hurry 
of taking the yeas and nays on the adoption of Mr. 
Ciay’s amendment to Mr. Cannoun'’s fifth resolu-~ 
tion, inadvertently placed the name of Mr. Gronvr 
in the negative. That gentleman did not vote at 
the time. The Reporter hastens to repair the error, 
by presenting the vote, corrected: from the Secre- 
tary’s record, which: is ‘as follows : f 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bentos, Black, 


Brown; Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Ken. Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—35. 

NAYS—-Messtrs. . Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith. of Indiana; 
Swift, and Webster—9. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 13, 1838. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, made an unfavorable report in the case of 
Thomas Chapman. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report in the case of 
Sylvester Day. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lntionary Pensions, reported a bill to amend the act 
entitled an act for the relief of James Steele, ap- 
proved 28th June, 1836, which was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Pamela 
Brown, widow of the late Major General Jacob 
Brown. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave of the House 
to make a few remarks explanatory of his state- 
ments relative to the Postmaster General, con- 
tained in his speech as reported and published in 
the National Intelligencer of the 9th instant. 

The House having unanimously granted leave, 

Mr. U. said he had. been unexpectedly called on 
in the course of debate, to explain a passing allu- 
sion he had made to old transactions, in which the 
Postmaster General took an active part, and which 
at the time produced a very deep sensation in Ken- 
tucky; that, in compliance with the call, he had 
made a statement from his best recoliection at the 
moment. Since then, he had conversed with other 
gentlemen from Kentucky, whose opportunities to 
know and understand the facts were equal, if not 
superior, to his own. From snch conversations 
and his own reflections, (said Mr. U.) I have:be- 
come satisfied that so much ef my former state- 
ment. as. holds out the idea. that the Postmaster 
General was to “mould and touch” a pamphlet, 
wrote or to be written by Beauchamp, abusive of 
the Old Court party, or implicating any of them in 
the murder of Colonel Sharp, as the price or terms 
upon which a pardon was to be granted, is erro- 
neous. I now believe the letter, in which the Post- 
master General used the words “mould and touch,” 
was written after Beauchamp’s execution, and con- 
sequently could have furnished no evidence of a 
willingness. to combine with Beauchamp, then 
dead, in efforts to procure his pardon as a reward 
for political services. That letter, from my pre- 
sent information, related to a manuscript left by 
Beauchamp, purporting to be his confession. It 
was repeatedly charged upon Mr, Kendall in the 
public: journals of that day, that his motive in 
desiring to “mould and touch” the confession was 
corrupt; and from the course which the Argus had 
taken, the Old Court party, so far as my informa- 
lion extended, believed that Mr. Kendall had a 
sinister political object in view in his proposition 
to. “mould and. touch.” Such was my opinion 
then, and I still retain it. 

In speaking of these transactions of so many 
years’ standing, it can scarcely be presumed that I 

. should precisely recollect every circumstance. I 
have deemed it a duty to myself to correct the mis- 
take into which I have fallen, as far as my subse- 
quent information and reflection show to be proper. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio suggested that 
the House now proceed to the private bills. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected, because he pre- 
ferred occupying the morning hour with the public 
business. 

Mr, JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, offered 
the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands'be instructed to inquire into: the expediency 
of reviving. the act of Congress authorizing all per- 
sous wning lands on water courses in the State of 
Louisiana. to. enter the lands in the rear of their 
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front concessions; and into the expediency of au- 
thorizing all such claimants of land on the said 
water courses as may be unable to obtain, in the 
rear of their claims, the quantity of lands contain- 
ed in their front tracts, by reason of bends in the 
water courses on which they are situated, or other 
causes, to make their entries on other public lands 
in the vicinity of their front claims. 
RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. . 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th ult. : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet in the Spanish lan- 
guage, stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
to this House, to have been printed and circulated 
by the late Minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of a diplomatic functionary from a 
foreign Government who communicated a copy of 
said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Howarp to strike out all that part relating to the 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“country,” in the eighth line. 

Mr. SHIELDS did not rise for the purpose of 
entering into the merits of the whole subject undcr 
debate, but solely for the purpose of repelling and 
protesting against the allegations which had been 
made against the cilizens of the southwest in rela- 
tion to the revolution in. Texas. With regard to 
the resolution itself, he did not see of what benefit 
it could be to the country, as its principal object 
was to call for a copy of a pamphlet, every word 
of which had been already read by every member 
of the House. But he had risen to protest against 
certain conclusions which had been drawn,reflecting 
on the conduct of citizens whom he had the 
honor to represent. It had been asserted in the 
course of debate, that the citizens of the south- 
west had participated in the affairs of Texas, in 
direct violation of the laws of neutrality be- 
tween this country and Mexico. Such was not the 
case: He would contradict the charge, and affirm 


` that the citizens of the Southwest had neither in 


point of fact or law participated in the revolution 
of Texas. He would assert that there was not one 
man in fifty who left the United States for Texas, 
but who went with the bona fide intention of be- 
coming a citizen of Texas. It was true they had 
taken with them arms and ammunition, but this 
was after they had expatriated themselves; and 
were they, under those circumstances, to be blamed 
for carrying means with them to defend the country 
of their adoption? Such individuals as went from 
that quarter were no longer our citizens : they were 
citizens of Texas, and from the first had engaged 
in that cause with the bona fide intention of uniting 
themselves with that Government, But there was 
not the least comparison between the circumstances 
attending the movements in the southwest, and 
those of the northern frontier. The individnals 
who left the United States to render assistance to 
Texas did so after the war had commenced, and 
were invitedso to do by the Government of Texas. 
They therefore could not be charged with violating 
the laws of Texas, because they had merely ac- 
cepted an invitation held out to them by that Go- 
vernment; and by that act he protested that they 
had not breken one solitary law of the United 
States, as there was nothing to prevent persons from 
expatriating themselves, and becoming citizens of 
another country, if they thonght proper. But how 
was it with the North? There the matter was 
widely different. A portion of our citizens had, 
uninvited, entered the territory of a foreign power, 
with the avowed intention of carrying on a war, 
under aggravating circumstances, calculated to di-- 
turb the harmony between the two countries. Mr. 
S. went into a detailed statement of the affairs of 
our Canada border, for the purpose of showing 
there was not the slightest ground for instituting a 
parallel between the conduct of our citizens in that 
quarter, and that of the people of the southwest. in 
relation to Texas. 

Mr. HOLSEY did not rise. for the. purpose of 
discussing the merits of the proposition immedi- 
ately before the House, but simply to reply to 


the observations of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Menifee,) who had on a previous day, 
when this resolution was under discussion, charged 
the late Administration with a breach of neutral re- 


lations with the Government of Mexico. He de- 
nied the imputation, and invited that gentleman 
to lay his finger upon a single instance in which 
this Government had failed to act in strict con- 
formity to the laws of nations. : There are but two 
modes of deriving neutral obligations—one from 
the conventional, the other from the natural and 
necessary law of nations. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky produce the treaty of neutrality between 
the two powers? The subsisting treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, is not of that charac- 
ter. It does, indeed, define the rights and obliga- 
tions of neutrals, whilst the parties choose to retain 
that character, but does not bind either of the par- 
ties to remain neutral in a contest with a third 
power. The treaty establishes the rights and 
privileges of neutrals, but the question, who 
are neutrals? it leaves to be decided by the 
natural law of nations. By this law you re- 
main neutral so long as you extend to the 
belligerants equal privileges. You shall not deny 
to one, in consequence of the war, what you grant 
tothe other. It is not aviolation of neutrality to per- 
mit one of the belligerants to enlist troops within your 
dominions, provided you do not exclude the other. ‘The 
nations of Europe engaged in war, enter the Re- 
public of Switzerland and enlist her citizens, whilst 
none of the belligerants ever complain of such per- 
mission as a breach of neutrality. Let us, then, 
apply the law to the facts of the case before us. I 
shall take the strongest case put by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, of the officers of. Texas enlisting 
soldiers within our jurisdiction. Now this is a 
privilege granted, we will suppose, to one of 
the belligerants, Has it been refused to the 
other? Has any discrimination between the par- 
ties been made by the Government? It is true, 
sir, that the act of 1818 excludes both parties 
from recruiting within our limits. But this act 
is a domestic regulation—it prohibits that which the 
law of nations permits. A relaxation of that policy 
concerns this nation exclusively. With its execu- 
tion or non-execution foreign nations have nothing 
todo. All that they demand when in a state of 
war, is that the door shall be opened or closed upon 
both parties alike. If you enforce the act against 
the one, you must also enforce it as to the other. 
If you relax it as to one, so you must as to the 
other. Now, sir, I affirm there was nothing in the 
course of the last Administration towards the two 
powers of Mexico and Texas, contrary to the prin- 
ciple just stated. If the people of the United States 
choose to serve under the banner of Texas rather 
than that of Mexico, it is not chargeable to the Go- 
vernment. Theyact only in pursuanceof a perfect 
right allowed them by the law of nations. Nations 
engaged in war have no right to impute to a third 
power the conduct of its citizens who take part in 
the war. Such a practice would multiply the causes 
of war, and be subversive of the peace of nations. 
It is not recognised by the custom of the enlighten- 
ed nations of Europe. But as, between Mexico 
and Texas, the question occurs how far foreign na- 
tions may interfere, I shall admit it to be a sacred 


‘principle, that you are not allowed to intermeddle 


in the domestic quarrels of other States. The inci- 
pient stages of revolt, a popular commotion, or an 
insurrection, do not furnish proper or legitimate 
ground for interference. 

When, however, the contest has reached the 
higher appellation of civil war, you are at liberty 
to take the justice of the cause into consideration, 
and join the party whom yon may deem to have 
justice on its side. Such was the conduct of France 
in our struggle for independence. Such was the 
course of the allied sovereigns who arrested the 
march of the Olfomen in the Mores, and prevented 
him from grinding to the dust a people whose an- 
cestors are renowned in history...The war be- 
tween Mexico and Texas has been. of a similar 
character. The latter are a people cradled in 
American liberty, once enjoying a federal system 
similar to our own, but resisting the overthrow of 
the Constitution and the march of a military chief 
toathrone. The struggle soon assumed the gha, 


racter ‘of civil war... They were from thenceforth 
belligerants, governed by the laws of war. It was 
a right: of. this nation to have taken sides with. 
Tezas;had:she seen proper to do sò. ` By that act 
she. might have abrogated the treaty. of amity, 
ecommerce, and navigation with Mexico, but it 
would::not have been a violation of” the faith 
of: treaties. The use of her liberty would 
only: have deprived her of the rights of neutrality 
defined by the treaty. But this Government has 
not exercised its right to become party to'a war 
from: which it is not precluded. by .a treaty of neu- 
trality. It has given no just offence to either of the 

arties, because it has been impartial between them. 
feta act arrésted its citizens from a participation 
in the struggle; nor do the laws of nations require 
it. . If the ultra-pacific policy contained in the act 
of. 1818 has not’ been. enforced, it is altogether a 
matter of domestic concern, If the Executive has 
relaxed its execution, it is for the American people 
to judge how far the nature of the contest required 
it, and is no. just ground of complaint.on the part 
of. Mexico. ` E 

“The SPEAKER reminded Mr. H. that a discus- 
sion upon that subject would not be in order. 


Mr. HOLSEY would submit to the decision of 
the Chair, but he considered it impossible for kim 
to repel the charges made against the Administra- 
tion unless he drew a parallel between the two 
cases. 


. Mr. CUSHING had read the pamphlet in ques- 
tion, but would support the resolution because he 
desired to have it communicated officially to the 
House. With regard to its contents, he fully 
agreed with the views of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, (Mr. Howard.) Mr. C. commented at 
some length on the: objectionable nature of the 
pamphlet, and the conduct of the diplomatic func- 
tionary who had communicated it to the Secretary. 
He would ask if it was a proper act for a foreign 
minister to adopt such a course, and” to make 
the remarks attributed to him? That infor- 
mation, said Mr.. C. has been communicated 
to the House by the Secretary of State, and, 
until it is contradicted by the same authority, 
I shall assume it to be correct. Was the course, 
therefore, of that Minister a justifiable and a pro- 
per one? A course, justly remarked by my col- 
league, calculated to engender bad feelings, and an 
incentive to hostility between this country and 
Mexico. Was it right for a Minister of a foreign 
power to make such remarks, leaving alone the 
communication of the pamphlet itself? I say it 
was grossly improper, and unless the name of that 
individual is made known, it will throw disgrace 
upon the whole diplomatic corps. Until that per- 
son'shall be designated, a stigma of disgrace and 
reproach will cling to the whole of. that- body, I 
desire that the individual be made known, that we 
iuay put a mark. upon him, in order that the rest of 
the diplomatic corps may be exonerated from the 
imputation which must otherwise rest upon them. 

Mr. C. proceeded to state that it had been assert- 
ed in the public press, that the individual was no 
other than the British Minister. He did not pre- 
tend to say. whether such was the fact or not; but 
he desired to know if such was the case, and whe- 
ther that functionary, in the present delicate situa- 
tion .of Great: Britain and the United States, had 
pursued such a course, calculated to inflame the 
differences between the United States and Mexico. 
If, however, the amendment should be carried, and 
the inquiry suppressed, he, Mr. C. would take it 
for granted, that it was the British Minister, and 
_ noone else. He wouid place that construction 
upon it, and he desired it might go forth to the 
world that, if the inquiry was refused, such was 
the verified and established fact. 

Mr. C. was proceeding: in his remarks, when— 

The SPEAKER announced: that. the morning 
hourhad expired, and the House then. passed to 
the orders of the day: 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications, viz: 
t. From the Secretary of War, transmitting te- 
ris fisiithe Topographical Bureau, accompanied 
Pp santy documents, in fëferénce tothe survey 
ef the Kennebeg river, in the State of Maine. 


os 


| postponed to Friday next. 


then read a third time, and passed 


from the President of the United: States, by the 
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On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the Gom= 
miitee on Commerce. : ` See ae 
2. From the same, -transmitting a “report ftom 
the Topographical Bureau, aécompanied: by a‘sur- 
vey of Cleaveland harbor, seo is aE eee 


On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred tothe |: 


Committee on Commerce: ; : 

3. From the Secretary of State; a’ conimunica- 
tion stating the amount of postages paido letters. 
and papers transmitted by that department’ by the’ 
Express mail. ; gas ES ae 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Reads. 

Mr. BRIGGS laid on the table an amendment 
he proposed to offer to the mileage bill; when that. 
bill should come up again fop consideration; and 
the same was ordered to be printed. f 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 2,000.extra co-. 
pies of the message of the President of ‘the, United 
States, and the accompanying correspondence be- 
tween this Government and the British Minister in 
relation to Canada, were ordered to be printed. 


The House then passed to the private orders. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: : 

An act for the relief of the administrator of Ed- 
ward W. Duval. 

An act for the relief of Richard Frisby. 

An act for the relief of Austin and Tailer. 

An act for the relief of Alexander G. Morgan, 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Elliot. 

An act for the relief of John Wilson. - 

An act for the relief of Christopher, Werner. 

An act for the relief of David H. Maxwell. 

An act for the relief of Thomas. Tyner. and 
others. 

An act for the relief of Melancton T. Woolsey. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Nourse. 

An act for the relief of James L: Kenner. 

Anact for the relief of James Herron. 

An act for the relief of H. W. Russel. - 

An act for the relief of Freeman Brady. 

An actfor the relief of William Tharp. 

An act for the relief of William and James |} 
Crooks. : ; : 

An act for the relief of James Callan. ; 

An act for the relief of the representatives: of 
Farrow and Harris. 

An act for the relief of Converse and Rees. 

An act for the relief of Levy Court, Calvert 
county, Maryland. 

An act for the relief of Hugh McDonald. 

An act for the relief of D. W. Haley. 

An act for the relief of Aun W, Johnston. 

An act for the relief of Robert. Keyworth. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Radcliff. < 

An act for the relief of Charles Benns. 

An act for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

An act for the relief of: Henry Beamish. 

An act for the relief of Frederick Reze. 

An act for the relief of Squire Stearns. 

An- act for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others. 

An act for the relief of .the owners- of 
schooner Three Brothers. 

An act for the relief of Moses Merrill. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Deshields. 

An act for the'relief of Nathan Levy. 

An act for the relief of Ferdinand Clark: 

An-act for the relief of Thomas Cushing, 

An act for the relief of the executors-of John H. 
Peterson, deceased 

An act for the relief of Isaac Wellborn, jr. and 
William Wellborn. 

An act to amend the act entitled An act for-the | 
relief of James Steele, approved 28th June, 1836. 

The “bill for the relief of Commodore John 
Downes” coming up. ; i 

Mr. RENCHER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which this bill had been ordered to a third 
reading ; which was agreed to, and the bill was 


the || 


The engrossed bill for the relief of the executors 
of John H. Peterson, deceased, was amended, “by 
striking out the provision for interest; and: was 


The following Message, in writing. was received 


| hands of his private Secretar 
fl ren, esgot i Puna LFE 


“E transmit-to-Congress: copies of are 


24,1837. : 


To the Senate and Hotse of Representatives: °°. 
i ; presentation. 
from a late grand‘jury of the county. of Washing- 
ton, in this. District,, concurred in -by two ofthe 
judges-of the Circuit: Court, of the necessity for the 


| erection-of a newjail ang a lunatic asylum in’ this 


city.” Lalso-transmit copies. of certain: proceedings. 


|-of the Circuit Court for-the county of Alexandria, 
‘|| at the last October term, and of a representation of 


the grand jury, made with: the approbation of the 


Fes < Fria 
: Conrt, shawing the unsafe. condition’ of, the court- 


house of that county, and the necessity of a new 
one. : ‘ 

: I recommend. these objects to the favorable.con- 
sideration of .Congress. `- ; a 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Jan. 13, 1838. 

The Message having: been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, referred to. the 
Committee on the District of Columbia... 

The following Message from the President of the. 
United States, was. alsolaid before the House: | 
To the Speaker of the: House of Representatives: ’ 

In answer to a-resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 2d inst. I transmit herewith a re- 
port of the Secretary of War,-explanatory of the 
causes which have prevented. a- compliance, with a 
resolution of -that branch of Congress.of February 

cori oes M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Jan. 12, 1838. my ES 

[The resolution referred to in the above mes- 
sage was in relation to. frauds.committed upon the 
Creek Indians.] i : 

On motion of Mr. OWENS referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion, : 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 15, 1838, ; 
On: motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the following 
subject Was tiken“upiy> Uan AL, 


KAES TETS eof 


‘oft: PATTON of Virginia on Monday last pre- 


sented the memorial of the Native American Asso- 
ciation of Washington, signed by nearly one thou- 
sand persons, praying that Congress: will ‘pass an 
act repealing the acts now in force: providing for 
the nataralization of. fordigners, -or so: to modify 
them as may seenr best. calculated to sectire to: the 
native citizens of ‘the United States the full enjoy- 
ment of the-privileges:.and rights: which they are 
justly. entitled to undér the. Consitution: And also 
to make ample: provisions bylaw for the protec- 
tion of the. United States from any. future influx of 
foreign paupers and convicts. 


-+ Mr. PATTON moved to refer this memorial to 


a select committee. bo 

Mr. HAYNES moved its reference tothe Com- 
mittee on the Fudiciary. : 

M: LINCOLN of Massachusetts had moved 
the following instructions to that committee : 

With instructions to-consider the expediency of 
revising and'so amending the Jaws on the subject 
of the naturalization of foreigners, as to require a 
term of longer residence in the United States pre- 
vious to their admission to the rights of American 
citizenship, and greater checks and securities 
against frauds in the means and process of obtain- 
ing natiralization. ` ‘ i ; 

And further “to consider the Propriety and expe- 
diency of providing by law against the introduction 
mto the United States of vagrants and paupers, 
deported from foreign countries, for whom no place 
of residenee and means of employment, and certain 
support fur a reasonable time afer their arrival, 
have been previously prepared ; and of requiring 
that the owners and masters of vessels by whom 
such persons shall be brought into the country shall 
be held liable for their relief, if left-in distress, {or 
months after their being landed. 

Mr. LINCOLN now withdrew his instructions. 

Mr. PATTON said it wasa matter of indife- 
Tence to him whether it was referred to a select 
committee, or the ‘Committee-on the J udiciary, 

Mr. HAYNES was:decidedly in favor of a re 
ference to the Judiciary Committee. He considers 
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me kis 


ed the subject belonged properly and technically to 
that committee. 

Mr. LINGOLN adverted, at some length, to the 
great importance of the naturalization laws, and 
contended that, owing to'the great changes which 
had taken place within the last thirty-five’ years, it 
was necessary that considerable alterations should 
be made. He asked if gentlemen were aware of 
the immense evils which were inflicted on the At- 
lantic cities by the great influx of foreign paupers 
and convicts. He thought thesabject ought to be 
referred to a select committee, cohsisting of gentle- 
men from that portion of the country who had seen 
and experienced the evil results of the present sys- 
tem. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. PAYN- 
TER and BOON, the question was taken on the 
amendment of Mr. HAYNES, and it was agreed 
to—yeas 97, noes not counted. 

Petitions and nremorials were then called for in 
the order of States, commencing at the point sus- 
pended.on Monday last, viz: the State of Virginia. 

Messrs... MERCER, MALLORY, PATTON, 
BOULDIN, MORGAN, ROBERTSON, and 
BEIRNE, of Virginia. f 

{Mr.,Mattory presented the petitions of Thos. 
Peake, Maria C: Bell, John Harper; and of the 
heirs of James Marshall, Wm. Johnson, J. S. 
Pell, and John Bradford.] 

Messrs. CONNOR, BYNUM, HAWKINS, 
GRAHAM, WILLIAMS,STANLY, and MONT- 
GOMERY, of North Carolina. — 

Messrs. THOMPSON and ELMORE of South 
Carolina. 


Messrs. GLASCOCK, TOWNS, CLEAVE- 


LAND and DAWSON of Georgia. 

(Mr. Dawson presented a petition in favor of 
James S. Calhoun, of Columbus, Ga. asking re- 
muneration for losses sustained by him in conse- 
quence of' the acts.of the officers and agents of the 
General Government, by impressing his property 
for the public use, and violating certain contracts 
between. Calhoun and Bass and the General Go- 
vernment, in relation to the use of the steamboat 
Anna Calhoun, rumning on the Chatahoochie.] 

. Alsda petition from the, President; Directors, 
and Stockholders, asking of Congress to recharter 
-the Patriotic Bank, of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia.] 

(Mr. CLevenann presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Floyd county, Georgia, praying the esta- 
blishment of two post routes: One from Cherokee 
Court House, Alabama, via Chatoogza Old Town, 
in Floyd county, Georgia, and near the Alabama 
line, Hopkinsville post-office, Beavers post office, 
to Island town. ‘The other from Treadaways 
post office, Floyd county, via Beavers, Gambles, 
Sininary, to Almons, in: Browntown Valley.] 

Messrs. POPE, MURRAY, SOUTHGATE, 
RUMSEY, HAWES, GRAVES, WHITE, and 
UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky. 

(Mr. Graves moved that the annual report of the 
President and Directors of the Louisville and Port- 
land Canal for the year 1837, be referred. to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, and that the re- 
port be printed. be 

Also, that the. petition of sundry citizens of 
Harrisonville and its vicinity, praying for a post 
route from Shelbyville to Harrisonville, in Skelby 
county, Kentucky, be referred to the Committee on 
the. Post Office and Post Roads. ; 

‘Also, that certain papers relating to a claim of 
the heirs of Capt. Thomas Lewis be referred to.the 
Cominiltee on Revolutionary Claims. ] 

Messrs. SHIELDS, STONE, CAMPBELL, 
CARTER, McCLELLAN, BELL, and Mr. 
SPEAKER POLK of Tennessee. 

[Mr. SmeLns presented the petition of Cornelius 
‘Welch, praying Congress to allow him a pension 
for Revolutionary services; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, 
the. claim of George P. Adams of Tennessee, 
against the United States for the-loss of a horse in 
tha service of the United States, which was refer- 
reġ to the Committee of Claims, ~-Also-additional 
testimony in favor of the claim-of Janson Loyd; 
which was referred to the Committee-on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, to which said claim had hereto- 
fore been referred.} : 5 Bye 


Messrs. WHITTLESEY, C. H. WILLIAMS, 


| MORRIS, LOOMIS, ALEXANDER, HAMER, 


DUNCAN, MASON, ALLEN, HARPER, HUN- 
TER, COFFIN, CORWIN, SHEPLOR, LEAD- 
BETTER and GOODE, of Ohio. 

(Mr. Hamer presented the remonstrance of Ru- 
fas Richardson and thirty-three others, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union; also the petition 
of Rufus Richardson and twenty-six others, for the 
abolition of slavery inthe District of Colbmbia; 
both of which were laid on the table, under the or- 
der of the House.j 

{Mr. Hunter of Ohio, presented the following 
petitions: From Wm. Walker of Upper Sandusky 
for additional compensation. From Joseph Ed- 
wards aud others, of Huron county, Ohio, for the 
establishment of a post route, from the centre of 
Bronson, Huron county Ohio, to Truxville, Rich- 
land county, Ohio. From Sandford Lesson and 
others, for the same: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Ofice and Post Roads. ] 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. 

Messrs. BOON, DUNN, HEROD, WHITE, 
RARIDEN, and EWING, of Indiana. 

[Mr Dunn presented the petition of Capt. John 
Craudon, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

[Mr. Wuite presented a memorial of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the State of Indiana, in relation to’ 
the harbor at Michigan city: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
accompany bill No. 394, and ordered to be printed. 
Petition of J. Roop and others, citizens of Indiana, 
for a mail route on the east side of the Wabash 
river, from Terre Haute through Montezuma, 
West Union, West Port, and-Lodi, to Covington, 
in Indiana: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. Petition of Elliott Baggs, 


“of Warren county, Ia. (verified by sundry citizens,) 


praying compensation for a horse Jest in the Black 
Hawk war: referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Memorial of fifteen inhabitants of Wendell, Mass. 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the Territories of the United States, where they 
exist: Jaidon the table. Petition of Jacob Bigelow, 
and three hundred and fifteen others, citizens of 
northern Indiana, praying an appropriation for a 


harbor at City West, at the head of Lake Michi- , 


gan, in the State of Indiana: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Petition of John Baldwin and others, masters and 
owners of vessels, shipping merchants and others, 
interested in the trade of Lake Michigan, for the 
same object: same order.] 

(Mr. Raren presented the petition of Camp- 
bell Dol, praying to be placed on the revolutionary 
pension roll: referred. The letter as a petition of 
Henry R. Burnew, praying the renewal of Govern- 
ment land warrant.. The petition of 500 citizens 
of Union county, praying the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
The petition of 98 citizens of Randolph county, 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. ‘The petition of 119 eiti- 
zens of Randolph county, praying the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade iu the Distriet of Co- 
lumbia. ‘The remonstrance of {67 citizens of 
Randolph county, against the admission of any 
new slave Stale into the Union.) 

Messrs. CASEY and MAY of Hlinois. 

{Mr. Casey presented the petition of James Al- 
exander of Coles county, Hlinois, praying the pas- 
sage of a law. authorizing him te correct an erro- 
neous land entry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Also, the petition of M. 
Duncan of Shelbyviile, Mlinois, praying relief; 
which was referred to the Commiitee of Ciaims. 

Messrs. CHAPMAN, LYON, and MARTIN 
of Alabama. ; 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON of Mis- 
souri. $ 

(Mr. MILLER presented the petition of J. L. Col- 
lins and others, praying- the establishment of a 


mail route from Booneville, Missouri, by the way 
> 3 $ 7 y 


ef Georgetown, Potter county, Rives Court-house, 
Oseoia, iù Sinclair county, to Sarcoxie, in Barry 


county; thence te Fort Gibson, on the Arkansas i 
river: referred to the Commitiee.on the Post OF- 


fice and Post Reads, - 


Mr. Mirer moved that the petition and accom- 
panying papers of David and Samuel Bailey and 
Dolly Cottle, praying Congress to confirm to them 
certain Spanish grants to lands in the State of Mis- 
souri therein named, be removed from the files of 
the House, and referred to the Committe on Pri- 
Land Claims. : S 

Also, that the petition and accompanying papers 
of Isaac Ruland of Missouri, praying Congress to 
grant him compensation for services rendered by 
him in the army of the United States during the 
late war with Great Britain, and for property 
taken from him by an officer of the army, for ‘the 
use ofthe United States, during said war, be taken 
from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims.] 

[Mr. Harrison presented the petitions of Samu- 
el Gladney, praying Congress to pass a law allow- 
ing him to select such quantity of land on the re- 
jected claim of Albert Tison as had been improper- 
ly taken from him under the same claim; of Wil- 
liam H. Duncan and William H. Taylor, asking 
remuneration for damages sustained in conse- 
quence of the alleged seizure of their goods by the 
United States; of Richard Brannin for remunera- 
tion for depredations committed on him by certain 
Indian tribes.] 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas 

[Mr. Yeu introduced the following petitions: . 
William L. Widdington of Arkansas, praying for 
a donation of 320 acres of land under the treaty 
of the 24th May, 1828, with the Cherokee Indians: 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Leonard Keplar for the confirmation ‘of a Spanish 
claim of 400 arpens in Arkansas: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. Petition of 
sundry citizens of Arkansas for the establishment 
of a military road from Little Rock to Fort Smith, 
on the south side of the Arkansas river: referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. Petition 
of 200 citizens of Arkansas; praying a division of 
the Helena Land District: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands.] 
Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

[Mr. Crary presented two petitions for a mail 
route from Marshall to Allegan. Also, a memo- 
rial of 216 inhabitants of Lenawee county for 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade im the 
District of Columbia; of 176 women of the same 
county, for the same object. Also, a petition of 
34 inhabitants of Washtenaw county, for the same 
object. Also, of 28 inhabitants of the same coun- 
ty, for the prohibition of the domestic slave trade. 


‘Also, of 30 inhabitants of said county, that no new 


State be admitted into the Union, whose constitu- 
tion tolerates domestic slavery.] 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. 

Messrs. JENIFER and JOHNSON of Mary- 
land. ` 

Messrs. POTTS, HENRY, FRY, PLUMER, 

DARLINGTON, HAMMOND, MUHLEN- 
BERG, OGLE, WAGENER, KLINGEN- 
SMITH, NAYLOR, TOLAND, McKENNAN, 
BIDDLE, and M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania. 
_ (Mr. Kurxcensmirs presented a’ petition from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, for a mail route 
from Indiana, Pennsylvania, via Warren, Arm- 
strong-county, and North Washington, Westmore- 
land county, to East Liberty, Alleghany county, 
Pennsylvania. ] 

[Mr. Henry presented the petition of Priscilla 
Greer of Juniatta county, Pennsylvania, the daugh- 
ter andon!y heir of John McClelland, deceased, who 
wasa lieutenant in the Revolutionary war, and who 


| dicd in the service of his country, praying for acom- 


mutation of five years’ full pay asa lieutenant, with 
interest; and, ón motion, referred to the Committee 
of Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition of 
Isaac McCamment of Mercer county, ‘a soldier 
in the Revolutionary war, praying for pay for 
ten months’ service in that war, for which he never 
received any compensation: referred to the sams 
committee, : 

_ (Mr. M. Morais presented the petition ef Ellen 
Lacy, of Bucks county, Peansylvahia, the widow 
ot Isaac Lacy, deceased, asking for a pension, 
which was feferred to the Committee on Revoelu- 
tionary Pensions. Also, the retonsirance ef 121 


citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, against the 
annexation of Texas to the United States.] ; 

(Mr. Fry. presented the petition of 105 legal 
voters of Montgomery county, Pa. remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the.Union: laid 
on the table. Also, the petition of 68 voters of the 
‘same place, praying the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Also, the petition of Jacob 
Erb, for a pension.] 

{Mr. Promer presented a petition signed by 
eighty-five citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. One signed by eighty-five citizens of 
the same county, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very and the slave trade where it exists in the 
Territories of the United States; and one signed by 
ninety-two citizens of the same county, praying 
that ne State be admitted into the Union whose 
Constitution tolerates slavery; which petitions were 
laid on the table. Also, a memorial signed by 
citizens of Pennsylvania and New York, praying 


for an appropriation to improve the Alleghany 


river from Olean to Pittsburg; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and or- 
dered to be printed. Also, a petition signed by the 
executors of Thomas Atkinson, deceased, praying 
for exoneration from a collector’s bond: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, a petition 
for the establishment of a mail route from Butler 
to Tionesta: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads.} 

Messrs. RANDOLPH, AYCRIGG, and YORKE 
of. New Jersey. 

Messrs. CHILDS, BRODHEAD, PALMER, 
FOSTER, McCLELLAN, FILMORE, PECK, 
GRAY, BIRDSALL, DEGRAFF, PARKER, 
LOOMIS, SPENCER, PATTERSON, RUSSEL, 
HOFFMAN, SIBLEY and CAMBRELENG of 
New York. 

[Mr. CamBreLene presented the petition of Eliza 
Nichols, [for a pension; of Angelica Gilbert, for a 
pension or some. other relief; of Lewis Feucht- 
wanger, praying Congress to substitute certain coins 
in lieu of our copper coins; a memorial from cer- 
tain American authors, praying for the enactment 
of an international copy right law; and a memorial 
for a canal around the falls of Niagara.] 

{Mr. Parker presented the petition of Betsy 
Warner, asking for a. pension on account of the 

Revolutionary services of her late husband, Zelotus 
‘Warner: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions.} g 

[Mr. Brrpsauu presented the petition of Randal 
Hewit, Seneca Falis, New York, praying compen- 
sation for property lost in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and for services rendered.in that war: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, 
communication from J. W. P. Lewis, civil engineer, 
on the subject of making Indian Key, Florida, a 
port of entry: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. Also, the petition of Gratia Ray, widow 
of William Ray, Seneca Falls, New York, with 
sundry documents in support of the same; which, 
on motion of Mr. B. was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs.) 

[Mr. McCuettan presented the petition of Jere- 
miah A. Winne, asking an increase of his pension 
as an invalid. Also, the petition of Oliver Spencer, 
asking a pension for services performed, and. disa- 


bilities incurred, in the last war: referred to the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions.] . : 
_. (Mr. Spencer presented the petition of Jacob 
Redington.] 

{Mr. Ststey of New York presented the follow- 
ing petitions: Petition of Morris F. Sheppard and 
52 other male and 3 female citizens of the county 
of Gates, in the State of New York, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. Of 
Daniel W. Lockwood, and 7 other freeholders of 


the town of Hopewell, in the same State, for the’ 


like object. Of the same, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the Territories of the 
United States. Of the same, for the regulation of 


commerce in such manner as to prohibit the slave. 


trade between the several States. Of Lucy.Sawyer 
and 8 other females of the same town, for the akoli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, and in the territories of the United 
States, Of James Harland, and 63 other citizens 
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of Manchester, in the State of New York, for the 
abolition of slavery in the District. of Columbia. 
Of the same, for the abolition of slavery in the ter- 
ritories of the United States. Of the same, for the 
regulation of commerce in such manner as to pro- 
hibit the slave trade between the several States. 
Remonstrance of David W: Lockwood, and 15 
other citizens of the county of Ontario, in the same 
State, against the admission of Texas into the 
Union. Of Pardon Butts, and 63 other citizens. of 
the town of Manchester, in the same State, for the 
like object. Of James Harland, and..67 other citi- 
zens of the same town, for the like object. Of the 
same, against the admission of any new State 
whose Constitution admits domestic slavery. . 

Such of the foregoing petitions and remonstran- 
ces as relate to slavery, were laid upon the table 
under Mr. Parron’s resolution; and those which 
relate to Texas were also laid upon the table, on 
motion of Mr. Wise of Virginia. : : . 

On motion of Mr. Ststey, the petition of Daniel - 
McKenney, a Revolutionary soldier, for a pension, 
with the accompanying papers, were taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions.] 

Messrs. FLETCHER, ALLEN, and EVE- 
RETT, of Vermont. 

(Mr. Fiercuer presented the petition of one 
hundred and thirty-two men and women of Wal- 
den, Vermont, for the abolition of slavery.in the 
Territories; which, under the order of the House, 
was laid on the table.} ; ; 

Messrs. TOUCEY, HOLT, and INGHAM, of 
Connecticut. ae eae 

(Mr. Hott presented the petition of John Snow, 
of Conneciicut, praying Congress to redeem Conti- 
nental money by him received for services rendered 
in the war of the Revolution.) i : 

Mr. CRANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. PARMENTER, CUSHING, GREN- 
NELL, FDETCHER, REED, CALHOUN, 
BRIGGS, LINCOLN, and ADAMS, of Massa- 
chusetts. 

{Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Josiah 
Bartlett and 62 others, of Concord, Mass. and G. 
W. Stacy and 51 others, of Carlisle, Mass. against 
the admission of new States whose constitution to- 
lerates domestic slavery. Of Josiah Bartlett and 
69 others, of Concord, G. W. Stacy:and 45 others, 
of Carlisle, for the abolition of slavery’ in the Dis- 
trict of. Columbia, and the slave trade in the Unit- 
ed States. Of G. W.Stacy and 29 others, of Car- 
lisle, for the abolition of slavery aud the slave trade 
in the Territories of the United States.] 

Messrs. WILLIAMS, FARRINGDON, and 
CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire. : 

(Mr. Wittiams presented a petition for a mail. 
route extending from Andover, in the State of 
ie to Colebrook, in the State of New Hamp- 
shire. 

[On motion of Mr. Cusuman, the petition of Julia 
S. Horton, praying for a pension, was referred to 
the Commijtee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. ©. also presented the petition of Olive Renge 
Watts, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD, EVANS, SMITH, DA- 
VEE, and CARTER, of Maine. + ' 

[Mr. Davee presented the petition of Judah Mc- 
Lellan and 91 others, citizens of Somerset county, 
State of Maine, praying for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. Petition of 
31 mates and 24 females of the same county, for 
the same purpose. Also, the memorials of Joseph 
Locke and 72 others, citizens of Bloomfield, Maine, 
remonstrating against. the annexation of Texas to 
the United States; of Andrew Barnard and 53 
others, citizens of the same ‘connty, for the same 
purpose; of Delia B. Weston.and 90 other women 
of Bloomfield, in the State of Maine, remonstrating 
against. the annexation of Texas to the United 
States: which were severally laid on the table.] 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the-Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the amount of postage. 
paid. by that Department. per-Express mail = = 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, ‘referred tothe- 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, it was 


Resolved, That the Commiltee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Hall’s post office ‘to 
Catawba Creek post office, in the county of Lin- 
coln, N. ©. : Cen : ose ee 

Mr. WISE begged to inquire of the Chair what 
had become of a. resolution offered by ‘Mr: W. 
at the late special session, and postponed till the 
present? Ere 

The CHAIR replied, that. by, the invariable 
practice that disposition of it was identical in effect 
with its indefinite postponement. i 

Mr. WISE said he was not aware of that fact, 
and he wished it so understood. 

On motion, 

The House adjonrned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, Jan. 15, 1838. 


The CHAIR communicated a report. from the 
Secretary of War, made in compliance with.a reso- 
tion of the Senate, relative. to the expediency of 
employing an additional wtumber of clerks in the 
Office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ac- 
companied by a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs on the-same subject... Re- 

ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a report from the same Departmient, trans- 
mitiing a report from the ‘Topographical. Bureau, 
accompanied ‘by. documents, m Yeferehée. to the 
harbor of Southport, Wisconsin Territory, made in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 28th 
inst. -Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a report from the same, transmitting a re- 
port from the Topographical Bureau, accompanied 
by a report and documents, in reference. to the sar- 
vey of Kennebeck river, in obedience to a, resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 28th inst.; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. RUGGLES, was laid on the table. - 

Also, a report from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting a copy of the report of Captains Kearney 
and Sloat, and their examination of the harbor of 
Princess Ann. : 

Mr. TIPTON presented sundry resolutions of 
the General Assembly of Indiana, praying for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
Michigan city; also, a petition from sundry citi- 
zens of Indiana, praying for the establishment of a 
post route: both of which were -appropriately. re- 
ferred. -iT BENE TR ae uie Jit 

Mr. McKEAN presented'a: petition from ‘sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying for an appropria= 
tion for the completion of the frigate. Raritan, now 
on the stocks: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ©. . + ` 

~ Mr. McKEAN also presented several: petitions 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating 
against the admiision of Texas into the Union, and 
forthe abolition of slavery in. the District of Co- 
mbia the question as to reception laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Horatio N. Crabb, late a lieutenant in the United 
States Marine corps; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval -A ffairs. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, urging Congress, fòr 
many reasons, and some of. them very powerful, 
against the passage of any international copy right 
law: referred-to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the ‘petition of 
Simeon Knight; which was. referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims.. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Gillis 
Hitch, praying fora pension in consideration of 
revolutionary services: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. : . í 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the heirs 
of Daniel Trucheart, praying to be compensated 

for a building burnt during the revolutionary war: 
referred.to the Committee on Revelutionary Claims. 

_Mr. LYON presented a memorial from twenty- 
eight inhabitants of Saint Jaseph, in the State of 
Michigan, praying foran appropriation of twenty 
thousand dollars to..improve the harbor of Port 
Sheldon, at the mouth of Pigeon river, in that State: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. : 

Mr. NILES presented a remonstrance fromsundry 
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citizens of Connecticut, against the annexation of 
Texas to. the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK. presented. the petition of the 
heirs at law of Daniel Zantz, praying the passage 
of a certain act of Congress for his relief: referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

A message was.received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. A. Van Buren, his private 
secretary, transmitting a presentment of the Grand 
Jury of Washington county, District of Columbia, 
concurred in by two of the Judges of the Circuit 
Court of said District, showing the necessity of a 
new jail and lunatic asylum for Washington coun- 
ty. The Message recommends the objects of the 
decument to the consideration of Congress: referred 
to the Commitice on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, praying for an 
appropriation for the construction of a dry dock at 
the navy yard at that place: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Lu- 
ther Ball; which was referred to the Committee o 
Pensions. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from Eli- 
sha Sutton, of Michigan; which was referred to the 
Committee ‘on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the: petition of the 
heirs at law of John D. Treville; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The follewing resolutions were offered: 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of. Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confirming the title of Michael Armbrister to a 
half section of Jand purchased from Usee Yoholo, 
a Creek Indian, who was entitled to the same asa 
reservation. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for another annual term of the circuit court of the 
United States in the State of Illinois. 

- On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Marion, 
by Wabash and Laketon, to Warsaw, Indiana. 
Also, a post route from Logansport to Sparta, in 
Noble county. Also, from Logansport, by Pulas- 
ki court-house, Sherwood’s Ferry, on the Kanki- 
kee and Valparaiso, to City West, in Porter 
county. 

The reports of the Committee on the Judiciary 
unfavorable to. the petitions of Joseph W. Wor- 
thington and Charles 8. Hempstead, were several- 
ly taken up and concurred in. 

The bill making an additional appropriation for 
the removal of the great raft of Red river, was 
read the third time and passed. f 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, : 

The bill to amend the act in addition to the act 
for the funishment of certain crimes against the 
United States, and to repeal the acts therein men- 
tioned, was taken up. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it was proper 
he should give an explanation of the principal pro- 
visions of the bill now before the Senate, and he 
should perform this duty with as much brevity as 
possible. The committee on Foreign Relations 
(said Mr. B.) have carefully examined the act of 
the 20th April, 1818, which embodied all the for- 
mer laws on the subject of our neutral relations, 
and have found that itis well adapted to enforce 
the observance of our duties towards belligerent 
nations. They, therefore, do not propose to make 
any material change in its provisions. Under that 
law, the citizens of the United States are not pro- 
hibited from carrying on any trade sanctioned by 
the law of nations; nor is it the purpose of this bill 
‘to abridge or interfere with any such lawful trade. 
The citizens of the United States have an unques- 
tionable right to sell arms and munitions of war to 

` the citizens or subjects of belligerent powers who 
come here to purchase them, without any viola- 
tion of our neutral obligations. Afser this pur- 
chase has been made, the buyer must get these ar- 
ticles ‘to the place of their destination as well as he 
can. If they are captured beyond the jurisdiction 


of this country, by the forces of his enemy, he sus- 
tains the loss; but that enemy has no right to ask 
our Government to prevent such sales. Again: 
any citizen of the United States may carry arms 
and munitions of war for sale to one belligerent 
nation without violating the neutrality of his coun- 
try towards the other. Such a trade is not probi- 
bited by the law of nations. It is true that such ar- 
ticles, if captured by the enemy on their passage, 
will be forfeited as contraband of war; but this is 
the only penalty imposed on such a trade by the 
law of nations. Itis a question in which the Go- 
verninent of the nentral country has no concern. 
Our policy has ever been to promote the greatest 
freedom of commerce consistent with our neutral 
ob.igations. As regards our trade by sea with all 
foreign nations in'arms and munitions of war, this 
bill makes no change. It will remain precisely as 
it was. 

What, then, is the object of this bul? We have 
three neighbors on our frontiers, Canada, Texas 
and Mexico; and the duties of good neighborhood 
required something more from us in relation to 
them than could be strictly demanded under the 
law of nations. In Europe, reciprocal treaties be- 
tween conterminous nations generally regulate this 
matter. In order to preserve peace along the fron- 
tiers, it is absolutely necessary that such regula- 
tions should exist. It is against all reason and 
justice, that in case of a sudden commotion in a 
neighboring conntry along our frontiers, the citizens 
of the United States should be permitted to take 
part with the insurgents, by furnishing them with 
vessels, arms, and munitions of war, for the ex- 
press purpose of aiding and assisting in such hosti- 
lities. If this be tolerated, then it is in the power 
of the people along the borders of our country to 
force the whole nation into a war, whenever any 
number of dissatisfied individuals rise against the 


| established Government of a neighboring State. It 


is our duty to prevent our citizens from aiding in 
every revolutionary movement against a neighbor- 
ing Government. To prevent and to remedy such 
evils, is the sole object of the present bill. This bill 
inflicts no penalties whatever: it is a measure of 
prevention, not of punishment. The first section 
provides for the seizure of any vessel belonging toa 
citizen of the United States, and of the arms 
and munitions of war which may be found therein, 
which is about to pass our frontier, when the cir- 
enmstances of the case shall render it probable, 
that she is destined to be employed in carrying on 
hostilities against the citizens, subjects, or property 
of aconterminous friendly State or Territory, or in 
giving aid andcomfort to the persons carrying on such 
hostilities, by conveying to their assistance men, 
arms, or munitions of war. The vessel and the 
arms thus seized are to be restored to the owner, as 
soon ashe gives security that they shall not be 
employed in violating the provisions of the bill. 
In case he shall not give such security, they will 
be detaincd until the President orders them to be 
restored. Jt will strike every Senator at once, 
that such a provision is necessary to preserve the 
tranquillity of the country along the Jakes and 
rivers which are the boundaries of our territory. 

The second section makes a similar provision for 
the seizure and detention of arms and munitions of 
war belonging to a citizen of the United. States, 
when the circumstances of the case- render it pro- 
bable that they are abont-to be carried across the 
frontier for the same hostile purposes. 

Such provisions are not new to our law. The 
10th and 11th sections of the act of April, 1818, 
afford a precedent for the first two sections of this 
bill. The owner of any vessel described in those 
sections, before it is permitted to leave the United 
States, is obliged to give security that it shall not 
be employed in catrying ‘on hostilities. against a 
friendly power. i 

Mr. B. said he deemed it unnecessary for. the 
present to go further into the subject. He was pre- 
pared, however, to give any further explanation 
which any Senator might require. One observa- 
tion he would make before he took his seat. In a 
New York paper which’ he received this morning, 
he had seen, with equal astonishment and regret, 
a letter from Col. M’Nabb, commanding a portion 
of her Britanie Majesty’s forces in Canada; in 


which he not only avows that the outrage on the 
steamboat Caroline was commited by- his orders, 

but he glories in the deed. He fancies thata Cars 
tain in the royal navy has acquired fresh laurels by 
becoming his agent in conducting this cowardly at- 
tack, upon our unarmed and unsuspecting citizens. 
If any thing were wanting to aggravate the enormi- 
ty of this wanton outrage upon our territory and 
jurisdiction, it would be found in its open avowal 

of justification by :a British officer, high in com- 

mang. The British Government would have had 

an equal right to send one of their ships of war into 

the harbor of Boston or New York, to capture any 

American vessel at anchor there, which they sus- 

pected of hostile intentions against their country. 

The sovereignty and jurisdiction of the Uni- 

ted States over our own territory has been 

grossly violated; and if any thing could prevent 

him from doing his duty in regard to this bill, it 

would be the indignant feelings which had been 

excited in his bosom by a perusal of this letter of 

Col. McNabb. But the wrong which we have 

suffered ought not to preventus from doing justice. 

We were bound to perform our duties towards all 

nations; and we were imperatively bound to de- 

mand of the British Government to hold Colonel 

McNabb to a strict account for his conduct, and 

not to be satisfied without the most ample atone- 

ment. 

He would now conclude by offering the three 
sections which he held in his hand as a substitute 
for the first three sections of the bill. The purpose 
of this amendment was to render the bill more 
specific, to confine its operation with greater pre- 
cision to cases which might occur along our in- 
terior frontiers, and to expressly exclude any idea 
of. interference with our trade by sea in arms and 
munitions of war. 

Mr. RUGGLES hoped the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, would not press the consideration of his 
amendment at the present time. He wished it 
printed, that he might have an opportunity to ex- 
amine its provisions. He was not now prepared to 
say what effect the provisions of the bill would 
have upon the condition of things on our North- 
eastern border. Ele wished time to consider whe- 
ther any and what modifications of the proposed 
amendment may be necessary to meet the case re- 
ferred to. It is doubtless in the recollection of the 
committee, that a large portion of the territory of 
Maine is now, and has been for a number of years, 
in the possession of Great Britain. If troops or 
arms should be transported into that part of the 
territory of Maine by the Government of that 
State, for the purpose of taking possession ef and 
defending it, would it be a violation of the provi- 
sions of the bill, and justify the President in order- 
ing their apprehension and seizure? If this Go- 
vernment does not protect her jurisdictional rights, 
he trusted she would be left at liberty to defend her 
own soil. He saw no good reason for urging for- 
ward the action of the Senate on the bill under 
consideration, and hoped it would be postponed a 
day or two at least. He said it was understood 
that despatches had been recently received from 
the British Government, or are soon expected. 
They might perhaps contain something from that 
Government relating to the subject of the boundary. 
If satisfactory, very well. If the matter is left 
where it has been for the last eight or ten years, it 
will be time to consider whether our relations with 
that Government require the passage of this bill, 
or what modifications it ought to receive. He 
presumed the Senator would consent to a postpone- 
ment of the matter for the present. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no disposition to hurry 
this bill; at the same time, if it were to pass at all, 
it would be well if it passed speedily. The amend- 
ment he had proposed to this bill did not vary its 
several principles in any respect; but it confined their 
operation, in express terms, to the foreign States 
and colonies conterminous with the United States. 
The committee thought that the bill required this 


amendment; otherwise it might possibly interfere 


with the-general law which regulated our trade 
with foreign mations. If the Senator (Mr. Rug- 
gles) had any amendment to offer in reference to 
Maine, it would be as well to consider it now as at 
any other time. The committee, Mr. B. said, had. 


tharged him with. the duty of bringing forward this 
bill at the earliest period, and it was his fault, per- 


haps, that. it had been delayed till the abolition” 


question was determined. If, however, the gentle- 
man wished a postponement till to-morrow, he had 
no objection to grant it. . oe 
. Mr. RUGGLES said he did not wish to be un- 
derstood by that Senator, nor by the ‘Senate, as 
having any disposition to throw unreasonable 
embarrassments in the way of.the progress of the 
bill; although he. must say that he should feel 
much less anxiety for its passage on account of the 
cireumstance the Senator from Pennsylvania had 
mentioned. He alluded to the information we 
have received this morning, that the gross and fla- 
grant outrage on the Niagara frontier, (he referred 
tothe attack upon, and destruction of the Caro- 
line,) was avowed by the commanding officer in 
that vicinity as having been committed by his di- 
rection, He was satisfied with the proposition to 
adopt the amendment as matter of form, and to 
have it printed for further consideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN considered that. it would be 
very unfortunate, indeed, if the important question 
of the Maine boundary should be mixed up with 
‘the matters contained in this bill. That question 
would of itself be sufficient. to command the anx- 
ious and undivided attention of Congress. when it 
should be properly presented. At present; he un- 
derstood from high authority, that an answer was 
daily expected at. the Department of Siate, from 
the. British Government, to the last proposition 
made by this Government. For aught he knew, 
it might, at this very time, have been actually re- 
ceived. The negotiation was about to close; and, 
at this moment, to take the question out of the 
hands of the Executive, and introduce it into à bill 
to preserve the peace of our frontiers, would, in his 
opinion, be exceedingly ill-timed. 

The amendment, Mr. B. said, did no more than 
to define, with greater precision, the objects to 
which the bill was intended to apply. He trusted, 
therefore, that the Senator from Maine would per- 
mit the question to be taken upon this amend- 
ment. After its. adoption, he would move to post- 
pone the.bill, and make it the special order of the 
day for to-morrow, and to print the amendment. 

The, amendments were then agreed to, and the 
bill was postponed to, and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. . 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named, was taken up in Committee of the 
Whole, and after considerable. discussion was 


amended, and ordered to be engrossed fora third’ 


reading. ` ie i ; 

The bill for the relief of the steamboat company 
of Nantucket, was amended, and ordered to be en- 
-gtossed.for a third reading. : 

The: bill for the relief of Caroline E, Clithe- 
rall was ordered tobe engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were also considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and. severally ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy of 
Arkansas. 


[The bill for the benefit of John H. Hall: was | 


after a short discussion, laid on the table.] 

The bill for the retief of Samuel Ferguson. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas A. Smith. 

Lhe bill. for relief of the legal representatives of 
Francis Cazot. : i ` .. 

The bill for the relief ofthe owners of the ship 
Alleghany or their legal representatives, i 

The. following bills from the House were seve- ` 
rally read twice, and referred.. 


The bill for the relief of Isaac Wellborn, jr. and’ 


| Wiliam. Welborn. 

‘Phe. bill to’ amend the aet for the relief of 
James Steel, approved 28th June, 1836. : 
The bill for the relief of Christopher Werner. 

The bill for the relief of James Hellen. 

The bill for the reliéf of the administrators of 
Edward W. Duval. . : > 
©The bill for the relief of Jonathan -Elliott 

The bill for, the relief of John Wilson... j 

‘The. bill fəør-the- relief of Doctor Dayid M, 

. Maxwell... À : f ER 

The-bill for the relief of Themas Tyler and 

others. os ae oe re 


postponed to this day. 


-the paper, but could not consent to its Yeading, 
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The bill for the relief of Melancthon T. Wool- : 
sey. fF cs : À d 
The bill for the relief of James L: Kenner. 
The bill for the relief of H. W, Russell. 
` The bill for the relief of Freeman Brady. ` Pe 
The bill for the relief of Alexander G. Morgan. . 
The bill forthe relief of Charles Bell. °° > 
The bill for the relief of Winthrop Sears and- 
others. i ; i aes 
The bill for the relief of Henry Bemis. 
The bill for the relief of Frederick Reese. 
The bill for the relief of Squire Stearns. : 
The bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and ` 
others. 
The bill for the relief of the owners of the schoo- 
ner three brothers. 
The bill for the relief of Moses Merrill. 
The bill for the relief of Joseph Dashiels. 
The bill for the relef of Nathan Levy. . 
The bill for the relief of Ferdinand Clark, 
The bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing. 
The bill for the relief of John A. Peterson, exe- 
cutor of John H. Peterson, deceased. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate then went 
into Executive business. 
And when the doors were opened, 
The Senate adjourned., 


their application, the committee 
thereon. e = : 
.- Mr. WISE accepted then 

Mr. FOSTER objected to the. words “ withi 
the bar.” He considered the resolution’ -ought to 
be worded so as to precludeany debate on the part of 
the claimants after they had closed their argument. 
He did not think, it right that they should ‘be per- 
mitted to mingle in” debate with members of the 
House after making. their‘ arguments on the ques- 
tion they. were interested in. “With that view, he 
moved to amend the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That S. S, Prentiss and Thomas J. 
Word ‘have leave to ‘appear at the. bar of- this 
House, and argue on the merits of their application 
for seats therein. 

Mr. BELL hoped the gentleman from New York 
would not make any technical objections to the re- 
solution, which was worded in strict. conformity 
with established precedent. on ` 

Mr. FOSTER made some brief remarks in gup- 
port of his amendment. He contended that the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) had selected 
a single isolated case, and that all the other prece- 
dents would be found against him. =] 

Mr. WISE regretted that any opposition of that 
nature should have been made to the resolution. It 
was a matter of no consequence to him where the 
claimants were heard, whether * within” the bar, 
or “at” the bar, so that they were heard; Mr. W. 
alluded to the high respectability of thé gentlemen, 
and hoped that the House would treat ‘them-in a 
manner worthy of the station. they occupied, as re- 
presentatives sent by the people of Mississippi. 

Mr. POPE objected to the word “bar” being in- 
troduced at all into the resolution., To him it gave 
the matter the appearance of a trial in a court, of 
justice, and was derogatory to the highly respecta- 
ble gentlemen claiming their seats. He wished the 
word to be struck out altogether. . 0o 05 

Mr. WISE suggested to Mr. P. that the word 
“bar” had its parliamentary sense, as well as the 
sense when applied to a court of justice. In the 
present case it had a general meaning, and signified 
“the House.” a 

Mr. BELL protested against the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, inasmuch as it 
appeared to himan attempt to narrow down into 
the least possible -compass the privileges which 
might be allowed to the claimants. He would. ask 
the gentleman what. there was in the nt case 
which required. such. extraordinary rigor?, Was 
it not -cenducted in strict conformity with the for- 
mer practice of the House? Mr. B. contended 
that the present case. was not an ordinary case of a 
contested.election. It was a distinctive election by 
the people of Mississippi, not at all connected with 
the preceding one. If the matter were at the op- 
tion of the gentlemen, he admitted it would be a 
different affair, but such was not: the case;. they 
came as representatives. from the people of Mis- 
sissippi, and could not recede. All that was asked, 
was the same. privileges might be granted to them, 
as were granted in the’ cases of Arnold and New- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ~ 
Turspay, January 16, 1838. 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The first business in order was the considération 
of the report of the Committee of Elections, on the 
case of the Mississippi election, which. had been 


The subject having been announced from the 
Cuarr, f 7 

Mr. BRONSON rose. and intimated his wish to. 
offer a resolution. : 

Mr. WISE inquired if it would be in order. 

The CHAIR replied not, unless it related to the 
subject matter under consideration. 

Mr. BRONSON saying that it did, the resolution. 
was read as follows: - f 

Resolved, That S. S. Prentiss and Thomas J. 
Word are not members of: the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to seats in this House. 

Mi. WISE moved the preliminary motion that 
the gentlemen referred to. have leave to appear’ 
within the bar of the House, touching their right to 
Seats therein, as representatives from the State of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. W. at first modified his resolution, by 
substituting for the words “have leave,” the words 
“are entitled,” but subsequently retained the origi- 
nal words, at the suggestion, he said, of several 
gentlemen near him. At the same time, he added, 
he took that opportunity of saying that, by the 
term “ have leave,” these gentlemen did not waive 
the position they had assumed before that House, 
the Government and the nation, and that that 
House had not the power to deny the State of Mis- 
sissippi the right of representation upon that floor. 
Mr. W. retained the expression only because it 
was the customary form of words. 

Mr. HOWARD, after alluding to the indisposi- 
tion of Mr. Crarporne, stated that he had in his 
possession a paper from that gentleman, containing 
a statement in relation to the subject before the 
House, which he desired might be read by the 
Clerk, and afterwards printed. : 

Mr. BELL objected. 

Mr. WISE had-no objection to the printing of 


` 


land. 

Mr. GLASCOCK regretted there should be any 
unnecessary discussion on the subject. He saw 
no benefit to be derived from the. amendment. pro- 
posed by the gentleman from New York, because, 
if either proposition were adopted the ¢laimants 
would have the privilege of being heard, which 
was all that was desired. It was of no impor- 
tance - whether they were within the bar or at the 
bar, as the object contemplated would. be accom- 
plished. The amendment was a mere technical 
objection, and. of no consequence whatever. The 
claimants. were gentlemen of high standing, and 
he had no doubt. that they would be treated with 
proper courtesy.by the House, and that the ques- 
tion would be decided ‘in conformity with the Con- 
stitution, at the same time with due deference to 
the laws of Mississippi. 

Mr. HAMER saw no manner of use in the pro- 
posed. amendment, as whether it were adopted or 
not, the result would be the same, In his cpinion 
the original resolution was amply sufficient. — 

Mr. REED hoped that whether the amendment 
was adopted or not, the gentlemen from Mississippi 
-would be treated with proper. courtesy, and allowed 


which would interfere with the resolution. 

Mr. HOWARD observed that as the statement 
on the other side. had been printed and. laid upon 
the tables of. members, it was no more than fair 
that the paper of Mr.*Craisorne should be laid 
before the House as early as possible. 

Mr. BELL referred to the case of Arnold of 
Tennessee, and proposed to amend the resolution 
so asto make it conform to the precedent established 
in that case, as follows: i i 

Resolved, That S. S. Prentiss and Thomas J `: 
‘Word have leave to occupy seats within the bar of 
this House pending the discussion ef the. report-of. 
the Committee. of Elections upon their application; 
and that they have leave to- speak to. the merits. of 


— 


the same privileges as in former cases of the same 
natures. ae 


My. CUSHING was opposed to the amend- 


mont. 

"Mr. HAYNES saw no benefit which would 
arise from the adoption of the amendment, as 
whether. the claimants were said to be within” 
the bar, or“ at” the bar, it would amount to the 
same thing. ` 

After some remarks from Mr. BIDDLE; in op- 
position to the amendment, 

Mr. FOSTER assured the House that he had 
no objection to the situation occupied by the claim- 
ants, His only object in offering the amendment 
was to provide, that after the claimants had closed 
their argument, they should not then be allowed to 
mingle in debate with members of the House. If 
the original resolution would accomplish that ob- 
ject, he had no objection to withdraw his amend- 
ment ; but as the resolution made no such provision, 
he would still press his modification. 

Mr. BOON moved the previous question, which 
was ordered—ayes 85, noes not counted. 

The main question was then ordered without a 
count, and Mr. BELL'S resolution agreed to with- 
out a division. 

`The SPEAKER then directed the officers of the 
Hoùse to provide seats for Messrs. Prentiss and 
‘Word, which were placed for them in the centre 
aisle, and those gentlemen having taken their seats, 
the Speaker communicated to them the order of 
the House, and informed them that they were at 
liberty to address the House in relation to their 
application, 

Mr. HOWARD then renewed his application to 
present a paper prepared by the Hon. Mr. Crai- 
BORNE, one of the sitting members, who was con~ 
fined to his bed from a severe attack of iilness. 

Mr. BELL objected; but if the one statement 
should be read, he should move to have the state- 
ment of the applying: members read also. How- 
ever, he wished the Fouse lo determine, in the first 
place, when they would take up this question with 
a view to decide it. Mr. B. had prepared a resolu- 
tion for the purpose. ; . 

` Mr. WISE made a brief statement in relation 
to the paper of the claimants, laid on the tables of 
the members yesterday, which produced a reply 
from Mr. Guorson, anid some remarks of a most 
painfully personal character passed between them. 

The CHAIR interposed, and both gentlemen 
having taken their seats, the question on reading 
Mr. Cramorse’s statement was propounded to the 
House, and assented to. It was then read as fol- 
lows: 

‘MR. CLAIBORNE’S ARGUMENT. 

A severe illness, which confines me to my room, 
will prevent my taking part, personally, in the 
discussion of the questions in which 1 am inte- 
tested, growing out of the recent elections in the 
State of Mississippi. I feel it to be proper and 
necessary, therefore, to communicate, in writing, 
those views which, were I able, I should, at a fit- 
ting time, express on the floor of the House of Re- 
presentatives. This course seems to be the more 
requisite, inasmuch as my collegue, who has a 
joint interest with me in the subject, is also con- 
fined to his room by indisposition. , 

Iam fully aware of the kindness and ability of 
the friends who, in my absence, will maintain my 
rights; and perhaps I may only weaken the effect 
of their exertions in my behalf, by what I may now 
say. I believe, too, that no unfair advantage of 
my absence would by taken by any one member 
of the House. But it is right that the views enter- 
tained by me should be expressed, in justice to my- 
self; so that, whatever may be the result, there may 
remain some evidence that I supported, to the best 
of my ability, what I conceive to be the cause of 
those whose votes entitled me to a seat upon the 
floor; and that there may be no ground for saying 
hereafter, that, from overweening confidence, or 
Garelessness, or doubt, I did not avail myself of the 
best opportunity of doing so that circumstances af- 
forded. Iam fully persuaded, too, that the gen- 
tlemen who celain the seats of my colleague and 
myself, would themselves prefer that we should 
adopt this mode of presenting our views to the 
House; so that their suceass, were they to succeed 
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even, might not, in any degree, be attributable to 
our absence or our silence. 

At the special session in September last, the 
House, after full investigation, decided that my 
colleague and myself were entitled to our seats for 
the entire term of the 25th Congress. The question 
then settled was one of law, arising out of the Con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of the 
State of Misssssippi. The only facts involved were 
the proclamation of the Governor of that State, and 
the consequent election, by a majority of votes, of 
my colleague and myself; facts which no one then 
or since has pretended to deny, and the evidence of 
which was before the Committee of Elections, and 
afterwards before the House. Although we were 
the only persons claiming seats as members elect 
from Mississippi, the decision made in our case 
cannot be termed an ex parte one. An ex parte de- 
cision is one in which the facts on one side only 
are exhibited; or, all the facts being exhibited, the 
argument on one side only is heard. In the case 
of my colleague and myself, our right to qualify 
was denied and put in issue, when we presented 
ourselves for that purpose, before the House was 
organized. The affirmative and negative of the 
proposition were distinctly made out, and their re- 
spective supporters in the House were arrayed 
against each other. My colleague and myself 
were, in fact, placed, by the course that was pur- 
sued, upon the defensive; and in the prolonged de- 
bate to which the subject gave rise, the talent, in- 
dustry, perseverance, and warmth manifested on 
both sides, left nothing unsaid whieh, by way of 
argument cr illustration, could be brought to bear 
upon the questions involved in the discussion. 
Neither for want of facts nor of argument, there- 
fore, can the decision of the House, in September 
last, in the matier of the Mississippi election, be 
called an ea parte one; but it must be considered as 
agrave and solemn adjudication deliberately made 
by the competent and only authority. 

The question that now presents itself is, Shall 
the decision, thus made, be reviewed, to the end 
that it may be reversed; because, differing in opi- 
nion from a majority of the House of Representa- 
tives, the Governor of Mississippi, pursuing the 
literal tenor of a law of that State, has ordered a 
new election to fill a supposed vacancy in its re- 
presentation, after the House of Representatives, 
the only constitutional judge in the matter, had de- 
termined that no such vacancy existed? Had the 
new election not been ordered, or had the present 
claimants not appeared, it is not for a moment to 
be supposed that the House of Representatives, of 
its own motion, would have reversed its decision 
in favor of my colleague and myself, at this or at 
any other time. Is there any thing in the facts 
which requires it.to do so now? Has any new 
fact, necessary to a correct decision, been brought 
a light, which was not before the Committee of 
Elections and the House in September last? 

I have heard it suggested that, in September, 
the credentials of my colleague and myself were not 
before the committee. Now, it is well known that 
the credentials of a member elect are rarely, if 


, ever, demanded, when he presents himself to qua- 


ify; and, that, perhaps, not one-half of the members 
have their credentialsin their possession, All thatis 
necessary is satisfactory evidence of the election of 
the individual, The law pointsontno particular mode 
in which this is to be given. The House, which, 
by the Constitution, is “the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications, of its own members,” is 
the judge, necessarily, of the evidence of. their elec- 
tion, or, in other words, their credentials; and cases 
have occurred. in which the House, not satisfied 
with the evidence of election presented, has taken 
testimony to show that the party presenting it has 
received illegal votes; and therefore, although hold- 
ing the ordinary credentials, was not entitled to his 
seat, The credentials of the ordinary form are, 
therefore, of themselves, of no binding authority; 
and if the exhibition of them would not estop an 
examination into our litle to our seats, the want 


of them, if the House were satisfied of our election | 


by other means, could not defeat our title: this is 
evident. The evidence ef, our right to our seats, 
presented in September last, was a statement from 


great seal of office, of the votes cast in the then re- 
cent (July) election. The ordinary certificate 
of election, or credentials, were forwarded to 
my colleague, but never received by him. 
Those sent to me were received; but, per- 
ceiving that they contained the: limitation of 
the term of service mentioned in the Gover- 
nor’s writ to hold the election, we applied’ for, 
and obiained, the statement from the Secretary 
of State to be used in their stead. All this was 
distinctly siated by us to the Commitee of Elec- 
tions in September last. Now the only matter 
which appeared in the credentials, besides. the 
election of my colleague and myself, was, that 
we were elected for the special session only. This 
is all that is pretended. Had this appeared in 
the credentials only—had we, by not presenting 
the credentials, withheld the only evidence of this 
matter, there would be some ground for the sug- 
gestion now made, that the credentials, not having 
been before the committee or the House, all the 
facts were net presented; and that the case, at this 
time, should be re-opened to let in a. new fact. 
But is this so? Why, what was the question that 
so long occupied the attention of the House in 
September? Did it not grow out of the very fact, 
now pretended to be a new one, that the Governor’s 
writ was for an election for the special session 
only? Was not the only question before the 
House, the question whether we were elected for 
the special session, or for the whole term-of the Cou- 
gress? And is it not strange that it should be 
contended now, that the House was without evi- 
dence of the fact, the existence of which—the 
uncontroverted truth of which—was the sole cause 
of all the protracted and excited debate to which 
the Mississippi election of July gave rise? The 
fact that we received a majority of the votes then 
cast, was undeniable. The fact that those votes 
were given at an election held under a writ order- 
ing one for a less period than the entire Congress, 
was also undeniable; and out of this fact grew the 
only discussion that took place. 

it has also been suggested that the official pro- 
clamation of the Secretary of State of Mississippi, 
summing up the whole number of votes given, 
was not presented by my colleague or myself to the 
committee in September last. Such proclamation 
was never given to us; bnt if it had been, and we 
had presented it, it would have only amounted to 
proot, in a different form, of that of which other 
proof had already satisfied the commiltee, and 
which was not then, nor has‘it since been, denied 
—our election by a majority of the votes cast 
under a writ ordering an election for a less period 
than the whole term of the Twenty-fiflh Congress. 

I have thus shown that there were no facts ex- 
isting at the time the House decided the rights of 
my colleague and myself to our seats, which were 
not then knows to the House; and that the matter 
now suggested as new, so far from being so, is the 
very matter thal gave rise to the discussions of 
September. ‘Ihe fact is independent of the form 
in which it is presented: and, whether the House 
was informed thal the election al. which we were 
chosen representatives was held for a shorter term 
than. the whole Congress, by the production of the 
Governor’s writ, the proclamation of the Secretary 
of State, the exhibition of credentials in the ordi- 
nary form, or universal admission of the fact, is 
immaterial, i! the Jouse was in the possession of 
the fact when it came to its decision. 

It has been said, however, that during the de- 
bate upon the resolution declaring us to be duly 
elecied to the twenty-fifth Congress, parel proots 
or statements were made to the House in rela- 
tion to the election in July, strongly calculated to 
influence the judgment of the House. 

During the discussions in September last, my 
colleague and myself remained silent from mo- 
tive ot delicacy, except on one occasion, when, in 
reply to a member from Ohio, (Mr. Mason,) whe, 
as we supposed, had misstated our course and po- 
sition, we declared, what we still believe, that those 
who voted for us did so under the impression that 
we would hold our seats during the entire twenty- 
fifth Congress. We aiso stated in an argument 
submitted by us tothe Committee of Elections, 


the Secretary of State of Mississippi, under the i “that the election in July was conducted with great 
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zeal and ardor, which was entirely inconsistent 
with the supposition that the people were misled, 
by the notion of the Governor into the belief that 
they were only conferring a temporary appoint- 
ment for two months, to be superseded by mem- 
bers then to be chosen by a new election for the 
residue of the vacancy. So far, too, as the press 
may be considered indicative of public sentiment, 
it may be safely stated that, prior to the election, 
both partics assumed the ground that the Gover- 
nor had the power to issue the writ; that he had 
no authority to abridge the constitutional congres- 
sional term; and- that the members to be elected 
would serve during the whole twenty-fifth Con- 
gress.” In addition to this, the honorable Hugh 
S. Legare, of South Carolina, in his argument, 


read an article written by a distinguished editor in’, 


Mississippi, (Mann Builer, Esq.) friendly to the 
election of one of the present claimants, (Mr. 
Prentiss,) reiterating what he had asserted when 
the Governor issued his writ—that the members 
elect. would serve through the entire Congress, the 
Executive having no power to abridge the consti- 
tutional term. 


- The statements. made by my colleague and 
myself, by the argument submitted. to the commit- 
tee, and by Mr. Legare in his speech to the Elouse, 
were to be found in the newspapers of the day, 
which spoke for themselves. What weight they 
may have had on the House is not known; but it 
certainly could not have affected -the decision of the 
legal question, upon which alone our right to our 
seats depended. That question arose upon facts 
with which those here stated had nothing to do. 


Has any thing occurred since the decision of the 
House in September, which can justify a review of 
that decision? That the Governor of Mississippi, 
Still satisfied of the correctness of the opinions en- 
tertained by. him when he ordered the special clec- 
tion, and pursuing the literal tenor of the law of 
the State, should ‘have ordered: the late election, 
was to have been anticipated. The decision of the 
House of Representatives, however, did not require 
his conforming to it to make it binding. Ought the 
fact that, at the late election, others than my col- 
league and myself were chosen, to have any influ- 
ence upon the present action of the House? The 
“House, in confirming the election held in July last, 
decided in anticipation that an election (the late 
one) held in November. would be a nullity. As it 
cannot have any influence, therefore, asa legal and 
competent act, any weight that it may have with 
members, must proceed from the belief that it ex- 
hibits the wishes of a majority of the voters of Mis- 
sissippi, and is entitled. to such consideration as 
would justify the House of Representatives in re- 
viewing, and, if it pleases, reversing, the decision 
that‘has already taken place. 


The doctrine that an election, legal in itself, may 
be set aside, and a member duly qualified deprived 
of his seat, because; -after his election, a majority of 
his constituents become dissatisfied with him, and 
elect, at their own time and place, another, is in- 
deed a novel onc. ‘fhe right of the people to in- 
struct their representatives, and the duty of the re- 
presentatives to obey such instructions or resign 
their seats, has long been admitted; but it is yet to 
be maintained, that the House may vacate the seat 
of a member because such instructions were dis 
obeyed. Were the seats of members dependent 
during their terms upon the fluctuations of public 
opinion after their election, the tenure would be 
indeed uncertain. And yet the argument that would 
give weight to the recent election in Mississippi, 
merely because it was supposed to be indicative of 
the present opinions and wishes of the people, 
would, if carried out, lead to such conclusions. The 
fact that such election was made according to the 
tenor of an existing law makes no difference If the 
object of the election is illegal, it matters little 
whether it is authorized to be held by the Legisla- 


ture or the Governor, or is the act of the people in 


-their primary assemblies, 

I have thus attempted to show, that the decision of 
the House of Representatives on the rights of my col- 
league and myself, in September last, was notan 
ex parte one; that it was made upon-a full know- 
ledge of the facts necessary to a just judgment; and 


‘House, after its organization, was to refer our 


| had been but recently canvassed by one 
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that nothing has occurred since, which can impair 
its force or weaken its binding character. . 

I contend, therefore, that the décision in ques: 
tion is final and conclusive, and a bar to all fur- 
ther proceedings. I'am well aware that the terms 
thus used by me are as strong as I could. employ, 
and, in their strict sense, might imply than any 
further action of the House would be inoperative. 
Sach, however, is not the extent of my meaning. 
In the case of a right vested in an individual, un- 
der an act of the Legislature, creating a contract. 
between the individual and the State, a court of 
justice will interfere to protect him’ from any fur- 
ther legislation impairing or taking away his 
rights. There is a power in such case to restrain 
the action of the Legislature within the limits of the 
Constitution. In the present case, the Constitution 
makes the House of Representatives the supreme 
andonly judge. The rights of the member, award- 
ed to him by the House, may, so far as feeling, re- 
putation, and honor are concemed, be far more va- 
luable and important te him than any pecuniary in- 
terests that can grow up under a contract between 
the State and an individual; but, while the latter is 
protected by a paramount authority, the protection 
of the former is to be found only in the will of the 
Legislature; and, should this be capricious, varia- 
ble, or uncertain, the individual experiences in his 
most valued political rights all those wrongs against 
which his rights to his property were effectually 
guarded, when the Constitution made it the duty of 
the courts of justice to protect them. It is the very 
absence of any power to restrain the action of the 
House of Representatives, in cases like the present 
—it is the very fact that its will is the law—that 
the rights which it gives to-day it may take “away 
to-morrow—that male consistency in its decisions 
so paramount a duty, When I speak, therefore, 
of the binding character of the decision of the House 
in September last, and urge that decision as a bar 
to the pretensions of the present claimants, I rely 
upon the sense of its own dignity, its appreciation 
of its own duties, even where its will is unrestrict- 
ed, to make the action of the House as consistent 
in regard t6 the political rights of its members, as 
if those rights, like the vested rights of individuals, 
were under the protection of the courts of justice. 

Fad the investigation which took place in Sep- 
tember been imperfect, owing to any concealment 
on the part of my colleague or myself—had we 
suppressed facts or made misstatements—there 
would be an equitable reason for the review of the 
decision then made. Such was not the case, how- 
ever; and, considering that decision as final and 
conclusive, Ihave not gone, nor shall I go, into 
any argument to show that it was correct. .'The 
questions of law involved in it were fully and ably 
examined; and I contend that, so far as my col- 
league and myself are concerned, they were conclu- 
sively settled. 

The case of my colleague and myself does not 
address itself alone to the House as a mere legal 
question. It has the strongest equities on. its side, 
growing out of the action of the House itself. The 
election in Mississippi was held in July, and we 
were in Washington on the first day of the Specialy 
Session. On that day, and before the House of Re- 
presentatives was organized, our right to our seats 
was disputed; and one of the first acts of the 


case to the Committee of Elections. This com- 
mittee reported a resolution declaring us to be 
duly elected, and entitled to our seats. There- 
port was presented on the 25th September, and 
was finally acted upon by the House on October 
3d. In the mean while, we were urging a de- 
cision by all the means in our power; stating our 
wish and determination, if not confirmed in our 
seats, to Hasten back to Mississippi, to renew the 
canvass. there before the election in November. 
At length, when the decision of the House was 
made, what was our situation? We were 1,500 
miles from home. We could not ‘accomplish the’; 
journey in less than twenty days, which would have 
left us about fourteen days in which to canvass the’ 
fifty-six counties of the State; counties, t00;-which 
at least of 
without oppo- 
` Had we, there- 


the present claimants, at his leisure, 
sition and with every advantage, 


fore, been inclined to return, after the decision .of 
the Honse, it. would not have been possible to tio- 
tify all our friends of our arrival among them, be- 
fore they would -haye been. called.: upon: to, vote. 
Willing, as we might have been, to submit our prer 
tensions a second. time to the. people, the -course 
pursued by the House would have prevented: us 
from doing so; and had the decision been against 
us, there. would:have been found .more.than one to 
say, that our defeat in Mississippi, had we been de- 
feated at the November election, was. more to be 
attributed to the tardy action of the House, than.to 
the fair expression of the will of our constituents. 
Had the decision of the House been immediate, 
upon the objection being made to our qualifying 
in September, justice would have been done to us. 
The delay of the journey to. and from ‘Washington 
would have furnished no cause of complaint; for 
we made it at our own risk, knowing the. circum- 
stances of cur election, But the decision was 
postponed; and the time lost here, awaiting the ac- 
tion of the House, was more than sufficient to ena- 
ble us to conduct the canvass at home, with ‘the 
certainty of succeeding. 

‘Not only, therefore, have we the claim upon the 
House growing out of its decision in our favor, 


but the strong equity, addressed to its moral sense, 


growing out of the circumstances, just stated, under 
which that decision was made; and we have these 
claims. in the absence, too, of any thing going to 
show that, at the time.of the decision, the House 
was not in the full possession of all the necessary 
facts, and assisted by all the light which the argu- 
ments of talent, learning, and industry, actively 
employed on both sides of the question, could af- 
ord. : ee 

I haye thus stated my views, supposing, for the 
sake of argument, that the recent election: in Mis- 
sissippi is Indicative of the opinions of a majority 
of the voters.. This, however, I by no. means be- 
lieve to be the case. My colleague and myself 
were absent from the State. In some of the’ 
counties’ all our friends voted; in. many others, 
they did not. The decision of the House had been 
so recently made, that there was hardly time to 
circulate it; and although I believe the canvass to 
have been conducted in all fairness by the present 
claimants, still it is. not pretended that the Strength 
of the friends of my colleague and myself was't 
all tested. 'I have. prepared a statement of. the 
votes cast at. the late election, ai accormpa~ 
nied it with such remarks as: T think, show, 
that the November election furnishes no reason for 
believing, that my colleage and myself would not 
have been re-elected even then, had an opportuni- 
ty been afforded us of appearing before.the people, 
and procuring unity of action among our friends. 
This statement is hereto annexed. TR , 

In conclusion, I repeat that I consider this whole 
case settled and concluded, by virtue of ‘the judg- 
ment of the House; a judgment founded upon a Tall 
knowledge of the Jaw and the facts; a judgment 
that prevented us from entering upon a canvass 
that subsequently took place, and restrained a ma- 
jority of our friends from the exercise, on this occa- 
sion, ‘of their elective franchise; a judgment which 


the House had the express constitutional powerto 


pronounce, and which, once pronounced, cannot be 
reviewed or reversed, without injustice to the par- 
ties, and disparagement to its own dignity. © 
JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE. 
January 15, 1838, i : ` : 
Slatement referred to above. Tan 
The following-tabular statement is based upon. 
a table published in the Chickasaw Union.of the 
14th ultimo, which is believed to be accurate. If 
there be any variation between it’ and the returns 
in the Secretary’s office, it is very slight, and not in 
favor of my colleague and myself This present 


-statement is made with a view of showing that the 


people of Mississippi acquiesced. in the decision of 
the House. of Representatives, and has’ been laid 
before the Committee of Elections, ` 
At the election in November, the entire 

vote was - 


= 27,102 
For McNutt, (Democrat,) i 


- 12,922 


Grimball, (Independent,) =- 4,877. 
Morgan, (Whig,) - 9,903 
The largest vote for Congress in July was 18,346 


‘For Claiborne - = 11,908 
Prentiss > o Tor -7,143 
The largest. vole fer Congress in No- 


19,909 


vember was - + - 
The vote for Congress in November ex- 
~ geeded that given in July, only <  1,563 
For Claiborne 9-00 rs T: 6,258 
> Prentiss 0-0 7 + 13,654 
The highest Democratie vote in November 
“was: for Auditor, ‘when Saunders ob- >=. 
“tained. “es =. =) 14,851 
This exceeds. Mr. Prentiss’s.. vote - 1,200 
The next highest Democratic votein No- f 
` yembér was for Secretary of State, — 
when Benson obtained - - 14,312 
This exceeds Mr. Prentiss’s vote - 661 
“The Democratie vote for McNutt in No- 
vember was. - > =., 12,922 
Grimball received the Democratic votein 
the counties’ of. Copiah, Hancock, 
Leake, Nashoba, Newton, Scott, Simp- 
son, and Smith, as follows, - 1,331 
Making the ascertained Democratic vote, 
say. E oa - 14,253 
This exceeds Prentiss’s vote. -.. +. 102 
The entire vote given for Governor at the 
< November election was <= 527,702 
The highest vote for Congress =~ - | 19,909 
} . Difference 7,793 
Mr. Prentiss’s vote falls short of a majo- 
rity ofthe votes cast for Governor, by 200 


Iı is contended by me that the entire opposition 
yote was thrown for Mr. Prentiss, and probably 
more;-because his vote far exceeds that of any 
other Whig candidate, Mr. Word not excepted. . It 
is also contended, that the excess of votes given for 
Governor, over the ‘highest vote given for Con- 
gress, consisted of Democratic votes, withheld by 
‘the voters in consequence. of the decision of the 
House, which they supposed entitled us to our seats. 


ore, take:the vote given for Claiborne in 


No ses z = 6,258 
Add: xcess of votes for Governor 

“abe votes for Congress. = = 7,798 
CORN Makes o ae an 1h OBL 
TThis.exceeds Mr. Prentiss’s vote ` - 400 


So also take Gholson’s vote in November 6,032 
‘Add excess of votes for Governor above 


votes for Congress - Ls -  .1,793 
Makes . - - > 13,825 
This exceeds Mr. Prentiss’s ‘vote > 174 


“Other comparisons might be instituted, showing 


that, had there been'a fail election, without refe- . 


fence to the'decision of the House, there would, in 
àll probability, have: been a decided majority for 
my colleague and myself... 2 o 

. [tis proper to state that one of the persons men- 
tioned inthe preceding calculations, Mr. Grimball, 
originally ‘stood: as. the opposition candidate for 
Governor, ‘and’ in ‘some of the counties received 
the partial vote of that party, but in the counties 
enumerated he was run as a Democratic candidate; 
he was defended by the Democratic journals; and 
we feel authorized to slate it as his own opinion, 
that the votes-he there received were taken from 
Mr.. McNutt. ; 

“The reading being concluded— ; 

Mr. BELL sent to the Chair the following spe- 
cial order; which: was read. 

Resolved, That.the question arising upon the re- 
port of the Committee of. Elections be made the 
special order of the day for this day, and on. each 
succeeding day, until the same shall be decided. i 

Mr. B. said he was authorized to say, that if it 
was expected Mr. CLAIBORNE could attend in any 
reasonable time, he should meet the wishes of the 
claimants by postponing it to a- further day.  . 

Mr. GHOLSON stated that both his honorable 
colleague and himself were anxious for the adop- 
tion of this order, for they desired no delay, and 
had ne wish to address the House themselves. | 

"Mt. BELL had understood so, and he according- 
Jy moved ‘his, resolution. ; F 
Mr. CAMBRELENG should not oppose the-mo- 


| þat he merely took that opportunity to state. 


‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that the public-service was very much in need of 
the passage of some of the appropriation bills, and 
if this order were not adopted, he should move to 
take up some of those bills. 

` Mr. PATTON suggested a modification to re- 
strict it from and afier one o’clock each day, which 
Mr. BELL accepted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, inquired if the 
gentleman from-Tennessee intended to embrace 
the days set apart for the consideration of private 
business in his order. i 

Mr. BELL was sorry to inform the gentleman 
that he did, for taking them and Mondays 
which were set apart. for 


the seven remaining. 

The motion of Mr. BELL was then agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Bronson’s 
resolution above, declaring that Messrs. Prentiss 
and Word were not members of the present Con- 
gress. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved the printing 
of Mr. Ciarsorne’s paper, and also the statement 
of the other gentlemen. . 

Objection being made, on motion of Mr. 
HOWARD, the rales were suspended. 

Mr. HOWARD said he felt it due to Mr. Crear- 
RORNE to.say that the paper would have been 


‘printed and laid on. the tables of the members, if 


time had permitted it; but the statement to which 
‘it was a reply was only sent in yesterday, and the 
answer could not be prepared and printed in so 
short a time. 

The motion to print was opposed by Messrs. 
PATTON, GRAVES, and JENIFER, and sup- 
ported by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, CILLEY, and 
PENNYBACKER, when Mr. UNDERWOOD 
withdrew the motion, and Mr. CILLEY renewed 
it, and it was then agreed to. 

So the paper of Mr. Cuarnorne was ordered to 
be printed. _- 

Mr. DAWSON then'rose and said he had wait- 
ed to hear a proposition in relation to what had 
occurred between honorable members of that body 
this morning, from some older member; but such 
not being the case, he felt it his duty, as a. member 
of the House of Representatives, to propose some 
‘order to prevent the recurrence of such scenes. 
He had, therefore, drafted a resolution according 
to what parliamentary usage required in such 
‘cases. It was as follows: 

“The Hon. Samur,. Guotson, a member 
of this House from the State of Mississippi, and 
the Hon. Henry A.. Wisg, also a member, 
from the State of Virginia, having spoken lan- 
guage subject to the censure of this House, be it 
therefore 

“Resolved, That those gentlemen do now make 
‘submission to this. body.” 

Mr. WISE and Mr. GHOLSON then made 
mutual statements, each apologising to the House 
as a body, without withdrawing any of the offen- 
sive language used towards each other. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, feeling satisfied that such a 
resolution would but serve to excite, instead of 
to allay, the feelings of the parties, with ‘great re- 
spect for the mover, moved to-lay the same on the 
table. 

At the request of Mr. MERCER, who promised 
to renew it, Mr. GLASCOCK withdrew the mo- 
tion, and the former gentleman raised the point 
whether the resolution was in order; but the CHAIR 
ruling it.to be in order, Mr. M. renewed Mr. G’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. MERCER then moved the following: 


bers of this House, between whom warm words 
have passed in debate, be required by the SPEAKER 
to declare in their places, that they will not prose- 
cute further the quarrel which has arisen this day 
between them. £ 

Mr. JENIFER moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. MERCER asked for: the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were yeas 78, nays 123. 
So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 
The subject was further -discussed by Messrs. 
HOWARD, POPE, JENIFER, TURNEY, MER- 
CER and GLASCOCK. — i 7 ` 


the reception of 
petitions, the publie had only three days out of 


Resolved, That Messrs. GHotson and Wise, mem- ` 
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Mr. GLASCOCK moved the indefinite post- 
ponement of the resolution. 

The merits of the resolution were then further 
discussed by Messrs. CUSHING and REED, 
when, without coming to any decision, 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, . 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, Jan. 16th, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the Express Mail law: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. ° 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia, praying for an appropriation for the 
completion of the frigate Raritan: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition from a number of the young 
men of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of J. 
H. Adams, President of the Ocean Insurance Com- 
pany, and.of a number of other officers of Marine 
Insurance companies, and of a number of mer 
chants of Boston, for the erection, at the entrance 
of Boston harbor, of one of Morse’s Perpetual Fog 
Bells. The memorial commends the invention as 
an important one to the commercial community; 
for the invention of which Mr. Morse has received 
a gold medal from the Mechanic's Association of 
Boston, and the highest reward in the power of the 
New York Mechanic’s Institute to bestow. 

Mr. R. also presented the petition of several 
shipmasters and branch pilots of Boston, for the 
same object. $ $ 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the 
executor of Joseph Williams, praying indemnity 
for spoliations committed by the Spaniards, prior 
to the Florida treaty: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK also presented the petition of 
the legal representatives of John Ireland, praying 
to be indemnified for a house-burnt by the British 
army during the last war, in consequence of its 
having been oceupied by our troops: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Jacob 
Brown, which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. s ; 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
sundry importing hardware merchants of the city 
of New York, praying for a repeal of the provisions 
of the second section of the act of- 14th July, 1832, 
in relation to duties on imports; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Robert 
White, praying for commutation for Revolutionary 
services: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Joseph 
Bassett, praying for a pension in consideration of 
Revolutionary services: referred to the Committee 
on Revolationary Pensions. > ` 
Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
a pòst route: referred to the Committee cn the Post 
Office and Post Reads. Š 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the pe- 


tition of Eli Hitch, and it was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of Commo- 
dore Ridgely, and-other officers of the Navy, re- 
monstrating against the reinstatement in the Navy 
of officers who have resigned, or who have. been 
dismissed: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs: > . 
VERMONT RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. SWIFT said he had given. notice of his in- 
tention-at a future day to present the report and re- 
solutions of the State of. Vermont, which had been 
offered on a former.occasion, but withdrawn. His 
intention was. not to bring them before the Senate 
until the discussion on the resolutions introduced by 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) 
had been finished. As that discussion was pre- 
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‘sumed to be terminated, he would now introduce 
them. He would offer no other apology for pre- 
senting. them now, than the duty he owed to his 
State.. The ‘resolutions spoke for themselves; nor 
did Vermont require him to vindicate them on that 
floor. He expressed his regret, however, that they 
should have been so harshly assailed as they had 
been. Not only the sentiments contained in them, 
but the motives of those who adopted them, had 
been subjects of unjust censure and reproach. 
What principles were asserted that should call forth 
the Invectives that had fallen from gentlemen on 
the opposite side of the house? It was contended 
that Congress had ihe power, and it was respectfully 
asked to exercise that power, in abolishing’slavery 
in the District of Columbia, over which it was 
presumed to have exclusive control. Conid any 
just exception be taken to that? Nothing has 
been. hinted by` the Legislature of Vermont, 
that Congress ougtt to interfere with slavery 
in the States. Such an opinion was no- 
where breathed in the document before them. 
One of the resolutions in question had not passed 
the Legislature, but received the sanction of the i 
- popular branch only, that might bave asserted doc- 
trines offensive to the South. It was not Vermont 
only that was opposed to the extension of slavery, 
but it was the general feeling throughout the North- 
ern States. The annexation of Texas, which was 
looked ta by the South to give it predonderance 
over the North, was presumed by many to involve 
principles of high national importance. Andshould 
nota State be permitted to present a memorial in 
relation to subjects which so vitally concerned the 
whole? It is contended by many, that the grant to 
Congress to regulate commerce implies the right to 
suppress the slave trade in the States. 

` A Senator from North Carolina had been pleased 
to say that Vermont had disgraced herself by the 
adoption of those resolutions. He (Mr. S.) was 
willing toleave others to judge whether the doc- 
trines of humanity and justice were more de- 
grading than those of an opposite character. Ano- 
ther Senator, from Alabama, had pronounced 
them an infamous libel on the people of the South. 
He would undertake to say that every fact con- 
tained in that report was drawn from the newspa- 
per statements of the day, of outrages upon 
individnai rights that had remained unpunished, 
and these’ were solemnly believed atleast. HM could 
not be denied that evils did grow out of a state of 
slavery, and the people of the South had set forth, 
in glowing colors, iho same thing, Ië the people 
of Vermont believe sò, shall they not be permitted 
to give, in a full and open manner, their reasons 
for doing so? With regard to the epithets which 
had been thrown out, they were estimated for what 
they were intrinsically worth, and could have no 
effect in changing Vermont. That State was not 
to be driven from the right to express her opinions, 
either by menace. or invective. The declarations 
that-had been made were not magnanimons, and 
he hoped to hear less of them. He could teil gen- 
tlemen they would do no good, and might do mach 
harm. In presenting the document before them, 
he was doing ty kis duty to his constituents. 

Mr. PRESTON addressed the Senate for some 

time in reply. He presumed the document would 
not have been presented, unless under authority of 
command, in obedience to higher powers, where 
the servant could exercise no discretion. Coming 
from a sovereign State, we were, he presumed, bound 
to treat it with respeet aud deterence. ‘This sub- 
ject ought to be managed with greatcaution. Ver- 
mont certainly had the right to come here, and her 
memorials were entitled to reception and conside- 
ration. Bat the question was whether we were to 
respect that Government more than this Govern- 
ment. Respect -was certainly mutual and co-rela- 
tive He was disposed to speak with great for- 
bearance on the subject. Here was a report. wan- 
tonly presented, characterized by language which, 
Jif used by any individual or Senator of this body, f| 
would be rejected with disdain. In it the South is 
charged with immorality and irreligion; and when, 
with becoming dignity, we repel the charge, we are 
“uncourteous” and “ offensive” in our language. 
Yes, sir, (said Mr. P.) at the very moment of pre- ! 
senting-to this body a document, in language so 
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justly characterized by the Senator from Alabama ] 


as false, scandalous and libelous—at the very mo- 


ment of presenting a document deliberately con- ` 


cocted by order of the Vermont Legislatore, the 
member presenting it complains of the indignant 
retort of those whose feelings are ontraged and in- 


sulted by it. While we are stigmatized as de- - 
bauched, sensual, immoral, sinful, God-offending . 


creatures, and when we speak of ‘fandties and in- 
cendiaries, we are rebuked and chidden. Was this 


fair? was it proper? So long and so tamely had - 


the South borne all this, that when a proper reply 
was made, she was greeted as the assailant; and if 
she bore it much longer, Mr. P. would agree that 
she was all she had been represented. Here was 
one wide-spread denunciation of ‘the people of 
the South, in which wives and children all were 
included—to what extent was their patience to be 
tried? Was this motion to be treated with more 
respect because it came from a sovereign State? 
Did legislative scandal sanction it? A subject inde- 
corons in itself could not be made less so, because 
itemanated from a sovereign State. When did 
‘the South, in the bitterest time of high tariff memo- 
ry, ever present such a memorial as that against 
the North?’ He told gentlemen they were mista- 
ken inrelation to the South; their laws were su- 
preme, and they were more secure from mobs, or 
popular outbreakings, than the people of the North. 
More blood had been shed out of the South by 
mobs than in it by mobs and slaves. put together. 
If he was disposed to retort, he might point to Ver- 
mont at this time, where the law was trodden un- 
der foot by the turbulence of some of her citizens. 
He might, if he were so disposed, point to: the sin- 
gle distinguished city of Boston, where mote lives 
had been lost, and property of unoffending females 


; sacrificed, than in the whole South; but he would 
He maintained that the peo- . 


not choose to do so. 
ple of the South were more law binding than any 
people on the face of the earth... A constable with 
his staff would do as much towards preserving 
peace any where south of the Potomac as an army 


‚with banners, 


Mr. PRENTISS made some further remarks in 
reply. .He was not prepared to say there was quite 
as much fervorin the Legislature of Vermont as 
was expressed in the resolutions. He disclaimed, 
‘however on the part of the report, any disposition 
to interfere with the interests of the South, or any 
desire to compromise her dignity. As far as he 
was concerned, he had been careful to make no 
improper or exciting remarks; he had not only a 
high. respect for the people cf the South; but re- 
spect their feelings in relation to these questions. Mr. 
P. however, did not like to hear the people of Ver- 
mont branded as fanatics'and incendiaries, because 
they chose to assert the constitutional power ef Con- 
gress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Mr. P. read from an old pamphlet some strictures, 
to show that the people of this District had, on a 
former occasion, expressed themselves as adverse 
to slavery. i . 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that the Senator 
from Vermont had alluded in the course of his re- 
marks, in connection with the fifth resolution, to the 


manner in which it had been adopted. The Senator 


stated that this resolution did not pass both branches 
of his Legislature, but was only passed by the 
popular branch. Dol understand the Senator cor- 
‘rectly, asked Mr. C. in stating this? 

Mr. SWIFT made a few explanatory remarks. 

Mr. CUTHBERT believed that he understood 
‘the operation by which these resolutions had been 
passed in the Vermont Legislature. This resolu- 
tion proceeded from a joint committee of both 
branches of the Legislature. That joint commit- 
tee reported to each Mouse, and were acted upon 
not jointly, but severally.. It comes to us, there- 
fore, continued Mr. C. under the sanction of the 
one House acting under the authority of both 
Houses, and therefore comes to us jastas any other 
resoiution, dees. 

Mr. PRENTISS said he had no other feeling in 
this matter than a desire to discharge his daty to 
his Legisiatare. 
express his regret at the course pursued when. these 


resolutions were before the Senate at a, prior pe- 


riod. The remarks indulged in. ať the time, were, 


He must be allowed, however, to, 


in his opinion, more calculated to a n 
allay excitement.: The resolutions were ' 
with no other yiew than to be laid on 
printed, and yet this simple request 


and her inhabitants, than whom, a more virtuoùs, 
intellectual, moral, and exemplary people, was ho 
where to be found; and were such a people not to 
be allowed to present their views on subjects of 
high national import, without incurring reproach? 
They suppose the admission of Texas to be fraught 
with evil to the nation, because it. woald be. the 
means of extending and perpetuating slavery in 
this counrty. They regard slavery im the District 
of Columbia as a national reproach, and deeming 
Congress to have the power to abolish it there, they 


ask that it may be done. Certainly every State had 


the right to interest herself in matters which she 
believed relate to the general good. There was 
nothing, he contended, in the report offensive to the 
South, (certainly not. intentionally offensive ;) 
none of her rights or interests were assailed. Mr. 
P. was of opinion that much of the excitement 
which at present prevailed in the New England 
States, was oceasioned by the manner in which 
qhis subject had’ been met by the people of. the 
South. ` DE g 
Mr. STRANGE said a few words in reply to 
Messrs. SWIFT’ and PRENTISS, justifying the 
language in which he had characterized the Ver- 
mont repòrt. Mr. S. as one of those complained 
of by the Vermont Senators, held that it was the 
duty of every honorable man whose language was 
complained of, either to retract or justify it. If he 
was conscious that he had characterized these do- 
cuments in terms too harsh, or that they did not 
merit, it would give him great pleasure to acknow- 
ledge his error; but when he had uttered a truth, he 
never could retract it. He solemnly believed that 
thé Vermont Legislature, when it passed these re- 
solutions, had degraded itself by so doing; and he 
wished the Senators from Vermont to understand 
that when, he spoke of the resolutions, he'referred 
to the whole of ‘them, as well as the. report 
which they were based. This report spoke of the 
base incendiaries .who have been prowling ‘from 
one part of the southern country to another, exci- 
ting the slaves to insurrection as martyrs to liberty, 
and recommended deeds of murder and arson. “If 
he was to utter the real feelings of his heart, Mr. S. 
said that the gentleman from Vermont would have 
something more to complain of than the coinpara* 
tively mild terms he had used. Tt wasa gtogs libel 
on the people of the. South to say that they were itt 
a state of anarchy, as represented in that memorial. 
They had been justly characterized by the Senator 


from South’ Carolina (Mr. Preston) as a: law- 


loving people. . It was “a ‘part of southern pride, 
and a pride that was highly commendable, that 
they ‘were devotedly attached to the laws and insti- 
tutions they themselves. had created. One-half of 
the population of the country, Mr. S. said, was 
grossly insulted in this report... It was anh attack on 
their feelings, their. lives, and their personal secu- 
rity; for the language. of this report directly. ap- 
plauded the man who should stir up'a servile war 
in the South. Now Mr. S. asked if sucha paper 
as that was to be received, and placed on the re- 
cords of the Senate? Mr. S, ended by moving to 
lay the question of reception on the. table, but 
withdrew it temporarily, at the request. of Mr. 
KING. 3 

Mr. KING observed that, when he took his. seat 
‘this morning, he found the Senator from Vermont 
speaking on the resolutions’ of the Legislature of 
his State, which it appeared he had ‘just presented. 
He (Mr. K.) had nor supposed, from what had 
formerly taken place, that thes® resolutions would 
have been presented without some previous notice, 
so that those Segbtors whose States were attacked 


_in them might be. prepared.to meet them... When, 


at a previous day, the Senator (Mr. Swifty intro- 


duced -these resolutions, he (Mr. K.) had charac§ 
terized them:as.they deserved. He understood the 
Senator had. characterized his remarks as unbe- 
coming- He had. not. heard the Senator. He 
asked. him. to-say whether he would now, in his 
place, characterize his (Mr. K’s) language as un- 
becoming pen «ese = , 

Mr. SWEFT said he had no. opinion on the sub- 
ject, further than to-say, that the peopleof Vermont 
would hold the gentleman’s. language for what it 
was really worth. As he was up, he weuld re- 
mark. that he.did not know, when he presented his 
resolutions, that the Senator from Alabama was 
net in his place. , ` 

Mr. KING resumed. He- didnot, on a former. 
occasion, neither was it now his design to censure 
the conduct of the Senators from Vermont, in dis- 
charging what. they supposed to be their duty. It 
rested. with them (Mr. K. said).to discharge their 
duty. according to the dictates of their own judg- 
ment; but he said. to. ihem, that in doing so, they. 
must take the consequences if they present. and 
sustain resolutions, accompanied by a report cal- 
culated to wound. the. feelings of those thus disre- 
spectfully, thus slanderously spoken of. If they 
(the Vermont Senators). had acted in this matter as 
high-minded. honorable men (as he.doubted not 
they ,were)'should, they would. have taken care to 
free themselyes from all participation in these re- 
solutions, that they did not justly represent the cha- 
racters of those of whom they complained. That 
they.were not characterized by truth was known-to 
those Senators. Why, then, in asking for their 
printing, be the means of. promulgating these slan- 
ders? He could not (Mr. K.. said) respect the 
course of the Vermont Senators.: In presenting 
these resolutions, they had, in their remarks, indi- 
rectly endorsed the libels they contained; they 
could not—no man dared openly to endorse them 
here. He had characterized these resolutions as 
false and slanderous, he cared not who presented 
them.. It had. been said by the Senator from Ver- 


rhould suier the t 
ternal embrace of slaveholding States. Now we 
of. the. slavcholding States, continued Mr. K. do 
not feel so proud of the fraternal embrace; we 
consider our own Siates as standing as high in 
honor aed moral worth asany inthis Union. But 
how did it happen, he continued, that the State of 
Vermont, with this ardor for civil. liberty, suffered 
amselves.to.be drawn into the fraternal embrace 
ith-slaveholding States under the present Consti- 
tation—with. the old thirteen? This fifth .resolu- 


Plo, they had: been told by the Senator from Vor- 


gislature. 


| ting the throais of their masters’ and mistresses 
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Xt had been shown that it was the result 
of a joint report, sancliened by one branch and 
presented here for our adoption. 


the gentleman called the slave trade. He would 


tell the gentleman that he had not characterized | 


this resolution correctly.. The South was as much 


- opposed to the slave trade as any portion of the 


Union, and had been the first to move in its sup- 
pression. 


by this resolution. It was not levelled against the 


slave trade, which the South as well as the North | 


condemned, but it went to violate the constitutional 


rights of the States—to prevent the transfer of + 


slaves from one State to another, and was so ut- 


It refers to’ what | 


But that was not the question presented | 


terly at variance with the Constitution that no man | 


could justify it. 

He had only risen for the purpose of vindicat- 
ing himself from the charge that he had used dis- 
courteous language towards the people of a sove- 
reign State, and having done so, he would, as far 
as he was concerned, leave the whole matter in 
the hands of gentlemen from non-slaveholding 
States, who might take it up and act upon itin 
their own way. If they chose to receive it and 
place it among the archives of the Senate, why 
let them do 50; if they chose to reftr it toa cem- 
mittee, let them do sc; and he trusted that if they 
did; it would beto a select committee of gentlemen 
from the non-slaveholdiag States, and that they 
would make such a report as to show to the South 
the ground they intended to stand upon. For him- 
self, Mr. K. said he intended to take no part in the 
matter, and. he trusted that the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. Strange, ) would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. STRANGE repiied that he could not con- 
sent to withdraw his motion; on the contrary, h 
was the more convinced that he ought to persist in 
it. Mr. S. however withdrew it temporarily at the 
request of Mr. WHITE. 

Mr. WHITE gave his views at lengih in rela- 
tion to this subject. . Part of the excitement, he 
said, in the non-slaveholding States, might have 
been produced by the manner in which these peti- 
tions had been treated. They suppose the right of 
petition ad freedom of speech are violated by the 
course. He had voted against the reception of pe- 
titions asking to-abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, because he believed they, violated the 
rights of the people here, and he had adopted that 
course as best calculated to allay excitement. 
Slavery was a seitled question, in his opinion, net 
an open one; and he was not sent there to discuss 
the question whether it was immoral or irreligious, 
He argued that Congress had no power to abolish 
slavery in the District. Was it to follow that, be- 
cause Congress was the only Legislature for this 
ten miles square, that it could do what it. pleased, 
exercise a censorship over the press, or adopt any 
particular creed? The powers here were as neces- 
sarily limited as elsewhere. What power bad 
Congress more than the Legislatures of the States 
to take the properly of the citizen contrary to his 
will? When aman in a slaveholding State wish 
to liberate slaves, the question arises, will the Le- 
gislature permit him to do so? They Ieok to the 
great interests of the whule, and willnot allow him 
to free his own slaves withert making the rest. of 
the community safe. I: would be time enough 
when the people of this District come here and 
‘asked to be permitted to deprive themselves of their 
slaves, to legislate upon the subject. Mr. W. said, 
in treating with respect what came from one State, 
it was necessary to take care that, in so doing, we 
did not come under reproach from cther States 
If he voted for the reception cf this, he believed it 
would be bringing reproach upon his ewn State 
and others, by indirectly admitting they were in a 
state of anarchy and-co: . G 
non-slavehoiding yasid 
ing nature of th: 
ed with them, and before thes 
South-with violence and excitement .sbonld p'ace 
themselves in their situation. In the North they 
had while servants; and suppose the people of the 
South tell iheir domestics it is sinful and’ immoral 
for them to be held ina subordinate capacity, and 

that they might be reliéved of their burdens by cut- 


es ; 


think of such a course? 
likely to lynch those iniruders, or would they wait 


Would they not be very 


the slow process of the law? -In this whole matter 
the South had been misrepresented, and the resolu- 
tions of Vermont had done the groséest injustice to 
that portion of the country. . 
Mr. PRENTISS said a few words in too low a 
tone to he reported, defending the Vermont resolu- 
tions, and denying that there was any thing in the 
report or the resolutions to impeach the. character’ 
of the South. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that, as a States rights 
man, in the strengest sense, he believed that the 
State of Vermont had a right to come there and be 
heard. Upon the best reflection be could give to 
the subject, he could not vote for rejecting the reso- 
lutions, and, on the other hand, he considered the 
language to be so exceptionable that he could not 
vote for receiving them. It was owing to, and 
foreseeing this difficulty that he had introduced thè 
series of resolutions, on the same subject, which 
had been so recently discussed and disposed of, and 
though he made no complaint, he profoundly re- 
gretied that he had been disappointed in getting a 
direct vote en one important principle involved. 
Situated as he was, he esa representative of the 
South, which was so vilely calumniated in these 
resolutions, he could not. vote for receiving them. 
Mr. ROANE observed that these resolutions 
came here with instructions to the Senators from 
Vermont to use their influence to carry out the ob- 
jects for which they. were passed. They were 
equally bound, he continued, to press them forward 
and get them acted on im thet body. He enter- 
tained no doubt that there were assertions contain- 
ed in these resolutions that he, as an individual 
Senator, could not alow to be troe.. On the 
other hand, as they cane a soye- 
reign State, he could not say that he woald 
not receive them. He intended, therefore, 
to stand neuter; and when these resolutions 
should be received, as no doub: they would by the 
votes of the members from the non-slavehelding 
States, and referred, he trusted that they would be 
referred to a committee from those States. From 
the report of a committee so constituted, at least 
one advantage would be gained: we shall under- 
stand, said Mr, R. their true position in regard to 
this matter; and.further, he expected that these 


from 


eau 
Say 


: gentiemen, from. their knowle?ge of the Southern 


States and those representing them, would show 
whether this Vermont report justly characterized 
the South and its institutions. 

Mr. STRANGE having renewed his motion to 
lay the question of the reception of the resolutions 
on the tabie, the question was here taken and đe- 
cided in the negative—Yeas 12, Nays 26, as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Grundy, Lumpkin, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Strange, Walker, and White—-12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Clay of Kentueky, Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, 
Knight, Linn,- Morris, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—26, 

The CHAIR then said that the resolutions were 
before the Senate, and no one farther objecting, 
Mr, SWIFT said he would move that they be 
for the present laid on the nd printed: 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama 
: rinting, he 


le question 
it would be 
g the resoiutions and 


iy. He wished tø 


5 tiy whether ate would lend its 
aid to the publication of such a document as the 
latter. 

Mr. SWIFT then varied his motion, 30.as to 
lay all the papers on the table, which was agreed to. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 


yeparted -the following bill; which was read, and 


passed to a second. reading, and made the special 
order of the day for Tuesday, the 30th instant, 
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A BILL to impose additional duties as deposi- 
tories, upon certain public officers, to appoint 
Receivers General of Public Money, and to regu- 
jate the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public moneys of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United Slates of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be prepared and pro- 
vided, within the new Treasury building now erect- 
ing at the seat of Government, suitable and conve- 
nenient rooms for the use of the Treasurer of the 
United States, his assistants and clerks; and sufi- 
cient and secure fire-proof vaults and safes, for 
the keeping of the public moneys in the possession, 
and under the immediate control of the said Trea- 
surer; which said rooms, vaults, and safes, are 
hereby constituted and declared to be, the Treasury 
of the United States. And the said Treasurer of 
the United States shall keep all the public moneys 
which shall come to his hands in the ‘Treasury of 
the United States, as hereby constituted, until the 
same are drawn therefrom according to law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Mint 
of the United States in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, and’ the Branch Mint, 
in the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louisi- 
ana, and the vaults anJ safes thereof respectively, 
shall be places of deposiie and safe keeping of the 
public moneys at those points respectively; and the 
Treasurer of the said Mint and Branch Mint re- 
spectively, for the time being, shall have the cns- 
tody -and care of all public ‘moneys deposited 
within the same, and shall perform all the duties 
required to be performed by them, in reference to 
the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 
ments of all such moneys, according to the provi- 
sions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
‘be prepared and provided, within tne custom- 
houses now erecting in the city of New York, in 
the State of New York, and in the city of Buston, 
in the State of Massachusetts, suitable and conve- 
nient rooms for the use of the Receivers General of 
Public Moneys, hereinafter directed to be appoint- 
ed, at those places, respectively; and sufficient and 
secure fire-proof vaults and safes for the keeping 
of the public moneys collected and deposited with 
them, respectively; and the Receivers General of 
Public Money, from time to time, appointed at 
those points, shall have the custody and care of the 
Said rooms, vaults, and safes, respectively, and of 
all the public moneys deposited within the same, 
and shall perform all the duties required to be per- 
formed by them, in reference to the receipt, safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of all such 
wrongs, accordi g to the provisions of this act, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be erected, prepared and provided, at the 
expense of the United States, at the city of Charles- 
ton, in the State of South Carolina; and at the city 
of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, offices, 
with suitable and convenient rooms for the use of 
the Receivers General of Public Money hereinafter 
directed to be appointed at the places above named; 
and sufficient and secure fire proof vaults and safes 
for the keeping of the public money collected and 
deposited at those points respectively: and the said 
Receivers General from time to time appointed at 
those places, shall have the custody and care of the 
said offices, vaults and safes, so to be erected, 
prepared and provided, and of all the public 


moneys deposited within the same; and shail per-- 


form all the duties required to be performed by 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keeping , 
transfer and disbursement of all such moneys, ac- 
cording to the provisions’ hereinafter contained. 
Src. 5, And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident shall nominate, and, by and with the advice 
aad conseni of the Senate; appoint four officers, to 
be denominated ‘* Receivers General of public mo- 
ney,” which said officers shall hold their respective 
offices for the term of four years, unless sooner re- 
moved therefrom; one of which shall be located at the 
city of New York, in the State of New York; one 


other of which shall be located at the city of Boston, | 


in the State of Massachusetts; one other of which 
shall be located atthe city of Charleston, in the 
State of South Carelina; and the remaining one of 


which shall be located at the city of St, Louis, in 
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the State of Missouri; and’ all of which said offi- 
cers shall give bonds to the United States, with 
sureties, according to the provisions hereinafter con- 


tained, for the faithful discharge of ths duties of 


their respective offices. ot ; 
Sec. 6. And be it further enosted, That the Trea- 
surer of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Mint of the United States, the Treasurers, and. 
those acting as such, of the various branch Mints 
already erected and now erecting, all Collectors of 


the Customs, all Surveyors of the Customs acting 


also as collectors, all Receivers General of public 
moneys, all Receivers of public moneys at the se- 
veral land offices, and all postmasters, except as is 
hereinafter particularly provided, be, and they are 
hereby, required to keep safely, without loaning or 
using, all the public money collected by them, or 
otherwise at any time placed in their possession 


and custody, till the same is ordered by the proper. 


department or officer of the Government to be 
transferred or paid out: and when such orders for 


transfer or payment are received, faithfully and. 


promptly to make the same as directed, and to do 
and perform all other duties as fiscal agents of the 
Government, which may be imposed by this or 
any other acts of Congress, or by any regulation of 
the Treasury Department, made in conformity to 
law; and also to do and perform ail acts and duties 
required by law, or by direction of any of the exe- 
cntive departments of the Goverument, as agents 
for paying pensions, or for making any other dis- 
bursements which either of the heads of those de- 
partments may be required by law to make, and 
which are of a character to be made by the deposi- 
tories hereby constituted, consistently with the other 
official duties imposed upon them. ~ l 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Trea- 
surer of the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint 
of the United States, the Treasurer of the Branch 
Mint at New Orleans, and the Receivers General 
of Public Money hereinbefore directed to be ap- 
pointed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the Unit- 
ed States in such form, and for such amounts, as 
shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Presi- 
dent, with sureties to the satisfaction of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury; and shall, from time to time, re- 
new, strengthen and_ increase, theif official bonds, 
as the Secretary of the Treasury, with the consent 
of the President, may direct; any law in reference 
to any of the official bonds of any of the said offi- 
cers to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, at as 
early a day as possible after the passage of this 
act, to require from the several depositories hereby 
constituted, and whose official bonds are not here- 
in before provided for, to execute bonds new and 
suitable in their terms, to meet the new and in- 
creased duties imposed upon them respectively by 
this act, and with sureties and: in sums such as 
shall seem reasonable and safe to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, and from time to time to require 
such bonds to be renewed and increased in amount 
and strengthened by new sureties to meet any in- 
creasing responsibility which may grow out of accu- 
mulations of money in the hands of the depository, 
or outof any other duty or responsibility arising 
under this or any other law of Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all col- 
lectors and receivers of public money, of every 
character and description, within the District of 
Columbia, shall, as frequently as they may be di- 
rected by the Secretary of the Treasury so to do, 
pay over to the Treasurer of the United Slates at 
the Treasury thereof, all public moneys collected 
by them, or in their hands; that all such collectors 
and receivers of public moneys within the cities of 
Philadelphia and New Orleans shall, upon the same 
direction, pay over to the Treasurers of the Minis in 
their respective cities, at the said Mints, all public 
moneys collected by them, or in their hands; and 
that all such collectors and receivers of public mo- 
neys within the cities of New York, Boston, Charles- 
ton, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same direction, 
pay over to the Receivers General of Public Money 
in their respective cities, at their offices respective- 
ly, all the public moneys collected by them, or in 
their hands, to be safely kept, by the. said respec- 

x : DN 


| fer or disbarsement, in ! 
-the-said moneys were actually in the Treasury of 


cording to law; and itshall-be the duty of- the said 
Secretary to direct such payments, by the ‘said col- 
lectors and receivers, at all the said places, at least >” 
as often as once in each month, and as much:-more ` ; 
may think proper. s37 : 

Sec. 10. And be it. further enacted; That it shall 
be Jawful forthe” Secretary of the Treasury to 


‘frequently, in all cases, ‘as he, in- his. discretion, ° 


' transfer the moneys in the hands of any depository 


hereby constituted, to the. Treasury of the United 
States; to the Mint at Philadelphia; to the Branch 
Mint at New Orleans: or to the officers of either of 
the Receivers General of Public Money by this act 
directed to be appointed; to be there safely’ kept, 
according to the provisions of this act; and also to 
transfer moneys in the hands of any one depository 
constituted by this ‘act to any other depository con- 
stituted by the same, at: his. discretion;-and as the 
safety of the public moneys, and the convenience of 
the public service shall seem to‘him to require. And 
for the purpose of payments on the public account 
it ‘shall be lawful for the said Secretary to draw 
upon any of the said depositories, as he may think 
most conducive tothe public interests, or to the 
convenience of the public creditors, or both. 

Sec. 11, And be it further enacted, That the mo- 
neys in the hands, care, and custody, of any of the 
depositories constituted by this act, shall ‘be con- 
sidered and held as deposited: to the: credit of the 


`. Treasurer of the United States; and shallbe, at all 


times, subject to: his:draft, v ether made for trans- 
‘Same manner as though 
the United States; and each depository shall make 
returns to the Treasury Department of all moneys 


. received and paid by him, at’ such times, and in 


such form, as shall be directed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury.. i 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever publie moneys shall accumulate in the hands 
of any depository constituted by this act, other than 
the Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer 
of the Mint of the United States, the Treasurer of 
the Branch Mint at New Orleans, and the Re- 
ceivers General of Public Money,%0 an amount 
beyond that secured -by'the bond of the officer, ‘or 
which the Secretary of the Treasury shall, for any. 
cause, consider unsafe, and it shall not be desira- 
ble to transfer the moneys so accumulated to any 
other depository, it) shall -be lawful for the said 
Secretary to direct the said moneys, or any portion 
thereof, to be specially deposited in such -bank of 
the State, or Territory, wherein the depository who 


is to make the deposite is located, as. he, the said 


Seeretary, shall-select and-name: “Provided, The 
bank so selected will agree to receive and keep the 
moneys deposited with it upon the terms and con- 


, ditions in the next section of this act prescribed. 


Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That the spe- 
cial deposites. of the public moneys authorized by 
the last preceding section of this act.to be made in 
banks, shall be made upon the following terms and 


conditions, and‘upon no other, namely: 


First. All such ‘deposites shall be strictly special 
deposites; and the banks holding’ them shall be pro- 
hibited, in the most effectual manner, from making 
any use of the moneys deposited, by way of loaus, 
discounts, or in any other manner, or for any- other 
purpose whatsoever; and to secure the fulfilment of 
this condition; the Secretary of ‘the Treasury - is 
authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the banks 
selected as deposite banks, with ‘safes for the keep- 
ing of the public moneys exclusively, and under 
the joint control of the bank and some designated 
officer of the Government, or to adopt such other 
guards as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but gold or silver, or such notes, 
bills, or: paper, issued under the authority of the 
United States, as may be directed by law to be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues, shall be 
offered for deposite, or received by the bank as a 
deposite, under the provisions of this act. 

Third. All deposites shall be passed, upon the 
books of the bank, to the credit of the depository 
making the same; but no moneys deposited in pur- 
suance of this act shall be withdrawn without the 
express order of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the Payment; and no drafts of the Treasurer of the 


tury of the: ‘Treasury, for. aves Teaneter -or-dis- 
,-shall.be: made upon any. bank selected 
asa deposite bank under -this act:, 

.. Fourth, A commission, such as shall be agreed 
upon between-the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
bank notin any:ease to-exceed.- per centum 
upon the mopeys deposited with it, shall be allowed 
and paid by the. United States, in full satisfaction of 
all claims on the part of.the bank for trouble and 
risk growing out of the receipt, safe-keeping and 
repayment ‘of the ‘special deposites herein. autho- 
-rized to be made, all accounts for commissions to 
be audited and paid at. the Treasury of. the United 
States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in case 
no bank within the State or Territory wherein the 
depository, directed to make deposites, is located, 
will consent to receive the moneys of the Govern- 
ment upon.special deposite, according to the fore- 
going conditions and. regulations, then it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary.of. the Treasury to select 
some bank in.an: -adjoining State, or Territory, 
such as may be most convenient for the officer to 
make deposites and the public service; and in case 
no convenient-bank.of either character can be found 
willing ló receive such deposites upon the . terms 


proposed). the Secretary. may transfer the same to, 


the ‘Treasury of the United States, to the Mint, or 
Branch Mints, or to the offices of either of the Re- 
ceivers General of Public Money, as shall be most 
convenient to the depository from whom the money 
is to be transferred, or to the wants of the public 
service in reference to disbursements. 

Sec..15. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, 


authorized to cause examinations to be made of 


the books, accounts, and money on hand, of the 
several depositories.constituted by this act; and for 
that purpose to appoint special agents, as occasion 
may require,.with such. compensation as he may 
think reasonable, to be fixed and declared at the 
time of each appointment; which said examina- 
on cases where the sum on hand usually 
exceeds three-fourths of thé amount of the officer’s 
dyshall not be made less frequently. than once 
s much more frequently, in those 
as. the Secretary, in his discre- 
f nts selected to make 
these examinations shall be instructed to. examine 
‘as well the books, accounts, and. returns of the 
officer, as the money on hand, and the manner of 
its being ‘Kept, to the end that uniformity and accu- 
racy in the accounts, as well as safety to the pub- 
die moneys, may. be secured thereby. 

‘Sec. 16: And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
examinations provided for in the last 
pi = section, and as a further guard over the 
public moneys, it shall be the duty of each Naval 

Officer and Surveyor, as a check upon the Receiver 
‘General of Public ‘Moneys; or Collector of the Cus 
‘toms; of their respective districts;. of each Register 
of a Land Office, asa check upon, the Receiver ofhis 
Land. Office; nd of the Director and Superintendent 
of “each” Mint. and Branch Mint when separate 
offices, as a check upon. the- Treasurers, respec- 
tively, of the said Mints, or the persons acting as 
such, at the close of each quarter of the year, and 
as much yore frequently as they shall be directed 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to do ‘so,: lo. exa- 
mine the‘ books, accounts, réturas, and money on 
hand, of: the Receivers General of Public Money, 
Collectors, Receivers of Land Offices, reasurers.and 
persons acting as such, and to make a full, accu- 
rate, and faithful ren to the Treasury Depart- 
ment of their condition. 

Sec. 17. And be it further endected, That the said 
‘officers respectively, whose duty itis made by this 
act fo receive, keep, and disburse the public mo- 
neys, asthe fiscal agents of the Government, may 
be allowed any. necessary ‘additional expenses for 
clerks, fire-proof chests, or vaults, or other neces- 
sary expenses of safe-keeping, transferring and dis- 

--bursing said moneys: all such expenses of every 
character to be first expressly authorized by the Se- 
¿eretary o “the Treasury, whose directions. upon all 
the abevé subjects, by way of regulation and 
otherwise, : re to be e strictly followed by all. the said 
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. Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury shall, with as much promp- 
titude as the convenience of the public business, 
and the safety of the public funds will permit, 


withdraw the balances remaining with the present | 


depositories of the public moneys, and confine the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of those 
moneys to the depositories established by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That ail Mar- 
shals, District Attorneys, and others, having public 
money to pay to the. United States, and all pa- } 
tentees, wishing to make payment for patents to be 
issued, may. pay. all such moneys to the Treasurer 
of the United States, at the Treasury, to the Trea- 
surer of either of the Mints in Philadelphia or New 
Orleans, to either of the Receivers General of Pub- 
lic Money, or to such other depository constituted 
by this act as shall be designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in other parts of the United States, 
to receive such payments, and give receipts or cer- 
tificates of deposite therefor. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all ofi- 
cers charged by this act with the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
each sum received, and of the kind of money in 


which it is received, and of each payment or trans- j 


fer, and of the kind of currency in which. it is made; 
and that ifany one of the said officers shall convert 
to his own use, in- any: way whatever, or shall use 
by way of investment in any kind of property or 
merchandise, or shall loan;: with or without inte- 
rest, any portion of the public: moneys entrusted to 
him for safe-h keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for 
any other purpose, every such act shall be deemed 
and. adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much 
of thesaid moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, 
invested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a high misdemeanor, and any officer or per- 
son convicted thereof before any court of the Uni- 
ted States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sen- 
tenced to-imprisonment for a term of not less than 
two nor more than five years, and to a fine eqnal 
to the amount of the money embezzled. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, in order 
to avoid inconvenient or injurious accumulations 
of gold and silver in the hands of the depositories 
of the Government, it shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, whenever the amount of 
money in the Treasury of the United States, and 
standing to the credit of the Treasurer, in the hands 
of the several depositories, shall exceed in amount 
$4,000,000, to invest the surplus of such moneys 
in securities bearing an interest, and issued upon 
the faith and credit of the United States, or of 
some one of the States of the Union; in all cases 
of such investments as selecting such stocks, or 
securities as are transferrable by delivery or assign- 
ment, and from the rate of interest. payable, the 


time or times they may have to run, and the prices | 


they may bear in the market, shall seem to him 
best to answer the purposes for which the invest- 
ments are directed, and at no time paying more 
than the current value in the market for any such 
stocks or securities. And whenever the amount 
of moneys in the ‘Treasury, aud standing to the 
credit of the Treasurer, shali be so much less than 
the said sum of $4,000,000, as to indicate to the 
Secretary that the moneys invested, or any portion 
thereof, will be required for purposes..of public 
disbursement, then it shall be. his duty to sell such 
portions of the stocks and securities pu:chased as 
may be necessary, to keep the balance of money 
in the Treasury equal to ils wants: Provided, That 
in all investments to be made in obedience to the 
provisions of this. section, the said Secretary stall 
confine his purchases of stocks and securities, 
issued upon the faith and credit of any State to 
such. as have been actually issued by the State, 
and shall not be at liberty to subseribe for, or 
otherwise purchase, those proposed tò be- issued 
and net in actual existence,.as stocks and securities 
in the market. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That until 
the rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, directed by the 
first, third, fifth, and-sixth sections of this act to be ` 


? constructed and prepared for the-use of the Trea- 


surer of the United States, the Treasurers of the 


Receivers General of Public Money at New York, 

Boston, Charleston, and St. Louis, can be con- 
siructed and prepared for use, il shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to procure 
suitable rooms for offices.for those officers at their 
respective locations, and to contract with such 
banks, incorporations, or individuals, as may be 
willing to contract for such use of their vaults and 
safes as may be required for the safe-keeping of the 


Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the thirty-first day of December, which 
will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, the resolution of Congress of the thir- 
tieth day. of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixteen, so far as it authorizes the re- 
ceipt in payment of duties, taxes, sales of public 
lands, debts, and sums of money, accruing or be~- 
coming payable fo the United States, to be. collect- 
ed and paid in the notes of specie paying banks, 
shall be so modified as that one-sixth part of all 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and 
sums of money accruing or hecoming "due to the 
United States, shall be ‘collected in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States; and from and after the 
thirty-first day ef December, which will be in the 
year one thousand ‘eight hundred and thirty-nine, 
one other sixth part of all such duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, debts, and sumsof money shall be 
so collected;and from after the thirty-first day of 
December, which will be in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, one other sixth part of all 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and 
sums of money, shall be so collected; and that 
from and after the thirty-first’ day of December, 
which will be in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-one, one other sixth part of “all such 
duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums 
of money, shall be so collected; and that from and 

after the thirty-first day of December, which will 
be in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, one other sixth part of ‘alll such duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money 
shall be so collected ;> and that from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, which 
will be in the year one thousand -eight hun- 
dred and forty-three, the remaining sixth part of the 
said duties, taxes. , sales of public lands, debts, and ‘ 
sums of money, shall be also collected in the legal 
currency of the United States; and from and after 
the last mentioned’ day all sums accruing, or be- 
coming payable to the United States, for duties, 
taxes, sales of public lands, or other debts, and also 
allsums due {or postages, or otherwise, to the Ge- 
neral Post Office Department, shall be paid i in gold 
and silver only, or in such notes, bills or paper, 
sued under the authority of the United States, as 

may be directed to be received by law in payment 
of the public dues. 

Sec. 24. And be il further enacted, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of Decem| ber, which will 
be in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three, every oflicer or agent engaged in making dis- 
bursements on account of the United States, or of 
the General Post Office, shall: make all payments 
in gold and silver coin only, or in such notes, bills, 
or paper, issued under the authority of the United 
States, as may be directed to be received by. law; 
and any receiving or disbursing. officer, or agent, 
who shall neglect, evade, or vidlate, the provisions 
of this and the last preceding section of this act, 
shall be dismissed from the service, and shall forfeit 
all ad a then due to him. 

Sec, 25. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
poo dare of the Secretary of the Treasury to 

ue and pablish regulations to enforce the speedy 
presentation of all Gavernment drafts for payment 


Mints at Philadelphia and New Orleans, and the || 


at the place where payable, and io preseribe the 
time, according to the different distances of the de- 
positories from the seat of Government, . within 
which all drafts upon them respectively shall be 
presented for payment; and in default of such pre- 
sentation, to direct any other mode and place of 
payment ‘which he may deem proper. 

Sac. 26. And be it further enacted, That the Re- 
ceivers General of Public Money directed by this 
act to be appointed, shall receive, respectively, thg 


| public moneys in the charge and custody of those 
officers respectively, the expense to be paid by the 
United States. 


following salaries, per annum, to be paid quarter 
yearly, at the Treasury of the United States, to 
wit: the Receiver General of Public Money at New 
York shall be paid a salary of ——~ dollars per 
annum ;. the Receiver General of Public Money at 
Boston shall be paid a salary of dollars per 
annum; the Receiver General of Public Money at 
Charleston shall be paid a salary of ——- dollars 
per annum; andthe Receiver General of Public 
Money at St. Louis shall be paid asalary of —— 
dollars per annum ; and these salaries, respectively, 
-shall be in full for the services -of the respective 
officers, nor shall either of them be permitted to 
charge, cr receive, any commission, pay, or per- 
quisite, for any official service of any character or 
description whatsvever; and the making of any 
such charge, or the receipt of any such compensa- 
tion, ishereby declared to be a misdemeanor, for 
which the officer convicted therec!, before any 
court of the United States of competent jurisdic- 
tion, shall be subject to punishment by fine, or im- 
prisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court 
hefore which the offence shall be tried. 

Sec, 27. And be it further enacted, That the Trea- 
surer of the United States be and he‘is hereby au- 
thorized to. receive at the Treasury, and at such 
other poinis as he may designate, payments in ad- 
vance for public lands, the payments so made, in 
all cases, to be evidenced by the receipt of the said 
Treasurer of the United States, which receipts so 
given shall be current at the several Jand offices of 
the United States, as cash, at any public or private 
sale of lands, in the same manner as the currency 
authorized by law to be reccived in payment for 
the public lands. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That for the 
purchase of sites, and for the construction of the 
offices of the Receivers General of Public Money, 
by this act directed to be erected at Charleston, South 
Carolina, and at Sr. Louis, Missouri, there shall 
be, and hereby is appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum cf §$~—, to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
is hereby required to adopt plans for the said oñ- 
ces, and the vaulis and safes connected therewith, 
and to cause the same to be constructed and pre- 


pared for use with as little delay as shall be con~ 


sistent with the public interests, and the convenient 
location and security of the buildings to be erected. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That for the 
payment of tae expenses authorized by this act, 
other than those herein before provided for, a suf- 
cient sum of money be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, f 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill be made tha 
special order of the day for this day week. 

Mr. CLAY of Kenttcky expressed a wish for a 
longer day than the one named by the Senator from 
New York. This was an important subject; pub- 
‘lic expectation was very high on it, and he under- 
stood indirectly that the details of the bill were 
numerous, and he thought they ought not to hurry 
the consideration of a measure of such momentous 
censequences. Fle hoped the chairman of the 
committee would see the propriety ef fixing en a 
day for the special order more distant than the ene 
he had named, 

Mr. WEBSTER was desirous of having as 
much delay as was consistent with the views of the 
Senate, and the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance. This was certainly one of the-most im- 
portant measures that’ wouid be likely to emanate 
from Congress this session. He was desirous, 
therefore, that the bill should be as generally un- 
derstood as possible in all its bearings; and would 
move that fifteen hundred additional copies be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that, in making the motion, 
he was only acting under the instructions of the 
committee. The Senate could make what dispesi- 
tion it thought proper of the bill. He was not for 
pressing it. 

Mr. CALHOUN opposed the delay. The snb- 
ject, he said, was not new; it had been fully dis- 
cussed at the last session, and every member had 
made.up his mind on it, 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 


CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


made the special order for this day two weeks; 
ayes 2. ; ; 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, fifteen hundred 
extra copies of the bili were ordered to be printed: 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, the bill 
altering the terms for holding the cireuit and dis- 
trict courts for the castern district of Virginia. : 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs made a report on the memorial of Arkan- 
sas, in relation to the Osage Indians. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported unfavorably on the bill from the Howse 
for the relief of Freeman Brady; and favorably 
and without amendment on the bills from the 
House for the relief of Dr. David H. Campbell and 
Dr. James Heron. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the sale of cer- 
tain real estate, belonging to the United States, at 
Bath, Maine, and appropriating the proceeds of 
sale to the building ofa custom house at that place: 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for 
the relief of Moses Van Campbell; which was read 
and ordered to a second readiug. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the same 
committee, reported adversely on the petition of 
Thomas Curtis. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported:a_ bill for the establishment 
of a criminal court in the District of Columbia; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Doctor Thomas Cooper; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. f 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 


to communicate to thé Senate all the papers of- 


Daval, a Cherokee, now on file in the office 
of Indian Affairs, together with his opinion “as to 
the liability of the United States for the depreda- 
tions alleged to have been committed upon his 
property. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolit- 
tion, which was considered and adopted : 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be 
authorized to appoint an additional member on the 
Committee on Claims, to serve during the present 
session; and that the rules of the Senate limiting 
the number of that committee to five be dispensed 
with, for the purpose above stated. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to take up the bill in 
addition to the act for the prevention and punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
reported by him yesterday, and urged the speedy 
action of the Senate on it. 

This motion was not carried, a quorum not 
voting. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespay, January 17, 1838. 
The CHAIR, on leave, presented several Execu- 


t uve communications : 


1. From the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Director of the Mint, 
showing the operations of that institution during 
the year 1837, and alsc the progress towards com- 
pletion of the branch minis in North Carolina, 
Georgia, and at New Orleans; which, on motion 
of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was laid on the table. 

2. A communication from the Secretary of the 


Navy, transmitting the amount of postages paid by | 


that Department per Express mail. R 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasary, trans- 


mitting a report in relation to the defaleations of 


collectors, receivers, and public depositories, of the 
public money. ` i 

On metion of Mr. BRONSON, laid on the table, 
and 5,000 extra copies ordered to be printed. 

4. From the Postmaster General, showing the 
amount of money received-from the postages of 
letters and papers by Express mail = = 


teeter reinsert ntti 


On motion ‘of Mr.‘ MONTGOMERY, ‘referred 
to the Committeé on the Post Office aiid Post Roads: 

5: From the same, transmitting the amount of 
postages collected by that Department on “newspa- 
pers and pamphlets for the six months preceding 
the 30th-of June, 1837. = o 7i pees 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to. the same 
committée as the foregoing: ee aes 

6. From: the same officer, transmitting the esti- 
mates ‘required on the general account of that de- 
partment ending the first day of July next. i 
~ On- motion of: Mr. HAYNES, referred to the 
Committe of Ways and Means. 

7. The annual report of the Superintendent of 
the Patent Office. f . i 

On motion of Mr. GRENNEL, laid on ‘the 


‘table. 


Mr. LAWLER, on leave, presente] certain joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, em- 
bracing a proposition for the establishment of ‘a 
pehsion agency in that State; which, on motion, 
was referred to a select committee of three. i 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the bill from the 
Senate, making an appropriation for the removal 
of the great raft on Red river was taken up, read 
twice; and on motion of CAMBRELENG com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (a bill embracing the same object, 
being already reported by the House, and now be- 


| fore that committee.) 


The SPEAKER communicated a‘ letter from the 
Hon. Joun C; Crank, of NewYork, stating that 
the condition of his ‘health was such that he was 
unable to attend to his‘duties on the Committee of 
Claims, and asking’ to be excused from further at- 
tendance'théreon; which was agreed to, and the 
vacancy directed to be supplied. 
` Mr. HOWARD, on leave, and by request, as he 
stated, of the chairman thereof, submitted an order 
to allow the select committee on the memorial of 


the Sergeant-at-arms to sit during the sessions of 


the House; which was agreed to. 

The first business in order was the considera- 
tion of the following resolution, submitted yester~ 
day by Mr. MERCER: l 

Resolved, That Messrs. GHoLson and Wise, 
members of this House, between whom warm 
words have passed in debate, be required by the 
Speaker to declare in their places, that they will 
not prosecute farther the quarrel which has arisen 
this day between them: ~ oe 

The question pending was on thë motion of Mr. 
SLASGOCK to postpone’ the resolution“ indefi- 
nitely. an : j 
- Mr. PATTON said that he had voted. against 
laying the resolution on the table yesterday, but 
he was now satisfied that no benefit would result 
from farther -discussion, and he therefore moved 
to lay it on the table. 

Mr. MERCER caked for the yeas and nays 
which were’ ordered, and were, yeas 126, nays 64. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MBANS, 

On motion. of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union 
were discharged from the further consideration. of 
the “bill making an appropriation for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities)? and Mr. C. reported 
back an amended bill. 

Mr. HAYNES reported a bill to provide for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year 1338, 

Mr. SMITH reported a bill to secure the pay- 
ment of certain provisions on duty bonds connect- 
ed with the customs, l 


Mr. 3. having briefly explained the provisions 


.of the bill, and the necessity of iis immediate pas- 


sage, it was-crdered to be 
reading. to-morrow. 
COMMITTEE ON THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled an act authorizing the States to tax 
any lands within their limits sold by the United 
States; which was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, 

; COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. l 

Mr. TOUCEY reported a bill for the relief of 
Daniel Ward and George Pittman. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a bill re- 
quiring the holding of semi-annual terms of the 


engrossed for a third 
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ceeds ese | Continued from No Tyo. 
circuit court of: the United States-for the district of- 
Missouri. i000} ` : : 

- ‘o COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS.” ; 

Mr. MUHLENBERG reported Senate bill, with 
an-améndment, entitled: an act. for the relief of 
Capt. Samuel Warren. 0500 T 

Mr.. HARPER ‘reported a bill. fer the relief of 
the heirs of Capt: Robert. Beale: 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported.a bill for the relief 
of thé. legal representatives of Everard Meade. ` 

n COMMITTEE ON PRLVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relief of 
certain settlers living on what is called Salt Creek 
reservation, in the western district of ‘Tennessee. 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported the following: 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Pium 

A bill for the relief of A. Mason 

» MISSISSIPPI ELECTION... 


HAIR then announced the special order, 
‘consideration of the subject: of the Mis: 
lection case. i ee areas 


presented. ; 
The SPEAKER laid before the House‘a report 
{rom the Secretary of the Treasury, of the amount 
-of dishonored ‘checks ‘and drafis on the deposite 
banks, since the-13th of May.last.” . : 
On Motion of Mr: CAMBRELENG, 
Laid on the table. ; 
On motion, ees 
The House adjourned. 


: “IN SENATE, ; 

>. WEDNESDAY, January 17, 1838. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a report fromthe Secretary of War, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of thé 10th instant, requiring 
information’ it relation to the payment of Indian 
annuities in goods, during the past year: laid on 
the table, and ordered. 10 be printed.. eon 

Also,a report from the Commissioner of Patents; 
which. was laid onthe tabic, and 1500 extra copies 
ordered:to be printed. -` s 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the preamble 
and. resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, 
asking for the establishment of a pension agency 
at the seat of Government of that State. [ie wonld 
simply remark, Mr. C. said, that taere was no pen- 
sion agency within one hundred and fifty miles of 
that place : referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. presented. the themorial of 
the Native American Society of the City of Wash- 
ington, praying for a repeal or modification of the 
naturalization laws :-laid.on the table, and-ordered 
to be printed.. _ Sete as 

Mz. KING: presented the joint-resolutions-of the 
Legislature of Alabama, instructing their Senators, 
and yequesiing their Representatives, do have that 
part: of -West-Florida: | ying south of the State of 


Alabama, and west of the Chattahooichie or Appa- 


mia 


Fachicola, annexed to said State: referred to the, 
Commitee on, the Judiciary, and ordered, to be 
printed. > ; 
COMMONWEALTH BANK OF BOSTON. 
Mr. WEBSTER. rose tò submit the following 
resolution: g - T ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to obtain information, and lay the same 
before the Senate, with as litle delay as possible; 
respecting any payments of pensions, by the late 
pension agent of Boston, or of fishing bounties, re- 
cently made by the coilectur at Boston, in bills of 
the Commonwealth Bank of that city; and the 
whole amount of such payments; and that he fur- 
ther. inform the Senate by what authority or direc- 
tion payment of such pensions and bounties has 
been made in such bills; and that he further inform 
the Senate whether any, and, if any, how much, of 


. the public money of the United States is in depcsite 
at said bank; and, if any of such money be therein 
-deposited, at what time or times such deposites were 
“made: ». 


In presenting this. resolution, Mr. W. said he 
D J $ 


“felt it to be his duty to call the attention of the Se- 


nate to the circumstances here alluded to, at the 
earliest opportunity, in order tu the institution ofan 
official inquiry into the facts of the case, and, to ob- 
tain inforynation with respect to the manner in 
which the duty of public officers had been dis- 


charged, in reference to the causes, by which a se-' 


vere loss had been made to fall upon a large num- 
ber of industrious and meritorious citizens. Mr. 
W. did not submitthis resolution for inquiry on the 
ground of mere newspaper rumor. He had re- 
ceived letters from- highly respectable private 
sources, informing him of the general facts of the 
case. He understood the case to be that, at the 
period when the fishing bounties became due-——mo- 
ney well and hardly earned, by a laborious, indus- 
trious, and worthy class of citizens—application for 
payment was made. to. the Collector at Boston, he 
being the officer charged on the part of the Govern- 
ment with the duty and business of paying this 
money. That officer paid the fishermen, not as the 
law directs, in specie; or bills equivalent.to specie, 
but in the bills. of this now broken bank, or ia 
checks upon it, which checks, of. course, it was 
known would not be paid in specie. Mr. W. had 
been given to understand that this officer refused to 
pay the Louaty due in Treasury notes, when asked 
to do so; and that he refused also to pay the money 
in specie, although requested; and that, substantially 
and in effect, the parties entitled to payment were 
put to the option of taking the paper of this bank, 
or of taking nothing at all! This, he said, was his 
information. 

Mr. W. held in his had a letter from `one of the 
most considerable fishing towns in the State; 
namely, Marblehead, and he was thereby informed 
that, very shortly before this bank failed, that is, 
within a week or two, or some such period, the 
money due from Governmentto these fishermen had 
been paid inthe manner described, a large amount 
of it entirely in the bills and notes of this bank. 
The whole amonnt of bills of this bank paid out 
by the Governinent officer on the part of Govern- 
ment, Mr. W; could not tell, In Marblehead alone 
his letter mentioned ten thousand dollars; and he 
heard of other similar payments, in other towns; 
report said, the whole amounting to fifty or a hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and paid out when the bank 
was on the eve of a total crash, and within a few 
days of its failure!. . 

Well, sir, (continued Mr. W.) when the moncy 
in these large quantities-had been paid oat, the 
bank failed; ‘and all’ that these poor fishermen 


had received in payment from the United States is 


now dead-on their hand: iea 

Mr. W. wished thata- proper inquiry should be 
made Ky-Congress intos a state of things, and 
for this object he: 
Senate to. the-cire 
‘view to the obtaini 


stancésof. the case, with a 


[=e 


Ast, As to the facts how far the public officer of the | 


lrawh the attention of the 4 


ofinformation on two points: 


-have none? 


Government had been engaged in. paying out the 
notes of this bank- for the dues of the. United 
‘States; and, 2dly, As to the authority: that is, by 
what legal authority the officer of the United Statés 
Government had made such payments, and whe- 
ther it was done by the direction of the Secretary of | 
ofthe Treasury, or whether it had been permitted 
and allowed by him. í ` 

Mr, W. thought that however much gentlemen 
might differ in opinion as to the resolution of 1816, 
whether that resolution was the law of the land, or 
whether it were amere recommendation or admoni- 
tion, as some. had maintained, (though Mr. W. 
himself had always considered it to be a law,) how- 
ever that question might be settled,. Mr. W. had 
thought that the law now existing, respecting pay- 
ments by the Government, was at least clear and 
indisputable; so that no one would venture to de- 
fend the act of the Government, of paying in notes 
of banks known to be of less value than specie. 

Mr. W. begged to-refer to the solemn enactment 
of Congress, made only two years ago. It would 


‘be found in the second section of the appropriation 


bill of 14th-April, 1836, and is as follows: 

“Sec. 2: And be it further enacted, That hereafter 
no bank notes of less denomination that tew dol- 
lars,and that from and after the third day of March, 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, no 
bank notes of Jess denomination than twenty dol- 
Jars, shall be offered in payment in any case what- 
soever in which money is to be paid by the United 
States or the Post Office Department; nor shall any 
bank note of any denomination be so offered, un- 
less the same shall be payable, and paid on de- 
mand, in-gold or silver coin, at the place where is» 
sued, and which shall not be equivalent to specie 
at the place where offered, and convertible into gold 
or silver upon: the spot, at the will of the holder, 
and without delay or loss to him: Provided, That 
nothing hérein contained shall be construed to make 
any thing but gold or silver a legal tender by an in- 
dividual, or by the United States.” 

Would any gentleman rise up and say, in the 
very teeth of the law, that the passing of these 


large amounts of notes, known not to.be equiva- 


lent to specie, and immediately betore the failure of 
the bank, was legal, was justifiable, either ou the 
part of Government or its officers? The law ex- 
pressly says “no public officer shall offer in pay- 
ment bank bills not equivalent to specie on the 
spot where they are offered.” Will it be said that 
the United States officer in the present instance did 
not know that these notes were not equivalent to . 
specie? This is not possible; he knew this bank, 
like others, had not paid specie since May last; and 
that since that time its billshave not been equiva- 
lent to specie. Or will it be said he did not know 
the law?. Certainly the Secretary of the 'T'reasury 
must have. drawn the attention of all disbursing 
Officers to this act of Congress. ` 

Mr. W. thought.it possible that it might be said, 
in excuse.of this transaction, that these poor fishers 
men and pensioners took this now worthless mo- 
ney voluntarily, or at their own option. But 
whether the individual who is.to be paid may be 
made willing to take such irredeemable paper or 
not, the law is direct and peremptory, and prohibits 
the officer from offering it. Thé consent of an in- 
dividual, therefore,to take it, especially when he 
can get nothing else, will not justify that violation.. 
ia any quarter. But what consent can that.be 
ned, what voluntary taking ıs there in such. 


- cases, where a man, because he cannot get all that 


is due to him, is compelled to take part, rather than 
What is there voluntary about it? 
This is coercion, and. not consent... Congress 
has not: yet admitted Me notion, and Mr.: W. 
hoped it: never would, that the receipt of paper 
under pat was voluntary, whenever officers of Go- 
vernment could prevail,on those who were entitled., 
0 the payment:of money from the- United States. to 
take it- under the penalty of: getting nothing. His 


letter, indeed, said that specie had. been asked for,:- 
and was refused; that, whether asked for or not, or 


14 


whether the fishermen knew they were entitled to 
Specie or not, it was equally the duty of the officer 
to refrain from offering these bills. Mr. W. there- 
fore, wishéd to know by what authority Govern- 
ment, or the officers of Government, dispensed with 
the law? By what authority they repealed the. sta- 


tute, or disregarded it? By what license they had: 


obtained the dispensing power? aon 

Ii is (said Mr. W.) a notorious fact that no-bank 
paper was, in the present state of the currency, 
equivalent to specie; it was refused by the Govern- 
ment, who demanded and obtained specie, or Trea- 
sury notes, for debts due to itself. How, then, 
could the collector of Boston be justified in passing 
bad money as a fulfilment of one of the most sacred 
duties of the Government, namely, the payment of 


the pensions of the aged and destitute Revelutiona- 


ry pensioners? y 

It issaid (though Mr. W. did not Himself know 
the fact to be so) that there was a large amount of 
United States money in that bank. This was also 


a subject. on which Mr. W. was desirous that some `} 


information should be given to the Senate, for he 


had heretofore understood that the public money had 


all, or nearly all, been drawn out of the bank. Mr. 
W. wished to know when, and by whom, this sum, 
now understood to be there, was deposited, or how 
it came there. ` 

Mr. W. did not wish to anticipate debate on the 
Treasury system bill which was to be brought for- 
ward a fortnight hence; but he would, nevertheless, 
make a remark or two upon two points which he 
mished, as being important truths, might be kept 
in the constant view of Congress and the country. 

The first was, that every notion and idea of jus- 
tice required that there should be one mode of pay- 
ment by the United States to all who were entitled 
to payments from Government or its officers. 
There was, at present, no uniform mediam. Even 
the Treasury notes, which were issued to public 
creditors, were not all of equal value... Some of 
them carried interest at the rate of five percent. 
some at the rdte of two per cent. and some at the 
rate of one mill per cent. But an interest of one mill! 
Mr. W. could not but consider itin the highest de- 
gree derogatory to the dignity and character of any 
Government, to create such a difference in its pay- 
ments whereby the public cfeditor. received a 
more or less valuable compensation, nut aceording 
to his just demands, but according to his skillin 
making a bargain, according to his facility or difi- 
culty of being put off with a larger or smaller 
amount! i 

The other point which he wished now and al- 
ways tourge was, that it was’his opinion that how- 
ever desirible it might be, as some imagined it, to 
have gold and silver for Government use so long as 
there is a paper circulation in the country, it. is not 
possible, in the nature of things, that Government 
can so conduct ifs transactions with the people, or 
keep itself safe, and keep them safe, while the 
general currency ofthe eountry is Cepreciated or 
deranged. In other words, there can be'no safety, 
there can be no security nor confidence, even in 
transactions with Gcvernment, except by reform- 


ing and resioring the whole currency of the country, . 


and establishing a general and uniform medium of 
payment. -It is not possible for Government, with 
any practical utility, to have a sound currency only 
for itself; there must be such a currency-for thé peo- 
ple, and for the country generally. It will not be 
possible for the Government to ‘stand apart, and 


strengthen itself, and take care of itself, and those» 


who deal with it, and secure its own safety and 


theirs, while it neglects to provide for the safety, - 


security and well-being of the whole country. 
He would add nothing to these- remarks, further 
than to say, .hat in’ this. case, and in all similar 


eases, if loss should turn out to have been suffered 


CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


it was at the service. of every Senator to see and. 
examine it. We conceive that the present mode 


will be. the most convenient way of submitting it-to’ 


general consideration : 
“Sir: You will, fam satisfied, excuse the li- 


-beriy I take in addressing you these few lines, ‘the 


snbject being of the utmost importance to my fel- 
lowstownsmen. ‘The Government have lately paid 
to the fishermen of this town their bounty. money, 
amoanting to something like $20;000.° Something 
like $10,000 of this amount was paid in Common- 
wealth Bank bills; the remaining $10,000 in bilis of 
other banks., Now, sir, just look at the distress 


that is likely to come upon this poor town by. this || 


specie-paying Government of ours. The Common- 
wealth Bank has stopped, and $100 would not buy 
aloaf of bread. “Whe Collector of Boston was soli- 


cited by a number of gentlemen of this town for’ 


specie, or eyen Treasury notes.. No; hed pay in 
no other way but by a check on the Commonwealth 
Bank. This, sir, is a hard case forthe poor fisher- 
men of this town, and I am satisfied you, sir, will 
do what lies in your power (if any thing can be 
done) for théir relief. The poor widow'and Revo- 
lutionary soldier come in also for their part in the 
distress. of the town; ‘many of. thent who have re- 
ecived pensions have been paid in Commonwealth 
Bank bilis, and, having full reliance upon the Go- 
vernrnent, have kept the money they had paid them 


by the Government, believing that the Government, 


would not pay them in bad money. : 
iam, dear sir, your obedient-servant.” 
Mr. BAYARD inquired if the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts could say what particular; connection 
there was, if any, between the Commonwealth 


‘Bank and the Government; and whether. the col- 
lector at Boston, or any of the other officers of tne 


Government, were directors ‘6f this bank, or had 
any particular connection with it. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied that, from recollection, 
he should think himself justified in saying that the 
local officers of the Government had, more or less, 
been connected with the bank. fora great while: 


He did not know that the collector was.a director; > 


but he believed the députy collector was one of the 
directors; he was so recently; and the district at- 
torney was also one of the directors . This bank 
was selected early- as a depository of the public 
money. .The gentlemen’ connected with it ‘were 
very respectable, and very much. distinguished for 
their political attachment to ‘the last and present 
Administrations; and Mr. W. believed they were 
among the first who appeared here against the re- 
newal of the charter of the late Bank of the United 
States; and gentlemen connected. with the bank 
had nota little to do with the removal of the de- 
posites from the Bank of the United States. 
however, Mr. W. said from tecollection. 
Mr. HUBBARD said that he had no objections 
whatever to the adoption of the resolution offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts; and if the Sena- 


tor had presented his resolution unaccompanied with- 


any remark, he should not have unsealed his lips 
upon the subject; but as that gentleman had seen fit 
to submit his views somewhat at large, not only with 


reference to the particular transaction in Boston, 


but generally upon the subject of the.currency, he 
must ask the indulgence of the Senate in saying a 
word or two m answer. 
ever, he would wish to learn distinctly from that’ 
Senator whether he stated, or intended to be so 


understood, that the Secretary of the Treasury had + 


given any authority, directly or indirectly, to any 
public officer, to. pay any of the public creditors in 
any currency. not expressly warranted by the act 
of Congress? whether the Senator intended. to be 
understood by his remarks that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had any knowledge of, or any con- 
cern with, the transaction in Boston? whether that 
transaction were, or were not, censurable? whether 
it were, or- were not, in violation of law? He 
would not wish to proceed before he received from 
the Senator an answer to these inquiries. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied that he had designed to 
intimate nothing on this pointe He did not know, 
and had, therefore, proposed. this:inguiry... It was; 
however, an important duty; | ng bounties: and 
‘pensions,) and either was,.or 

the superior of those whe 


ever the Secrétary ofthe Treasury had determined, 


‘nion: 


‘|| fully and directly answer th 


This, 


Before proceeding, how- {| 


that it was-aalire 


that the law should be: broken, or whether he-knew 
it was broken, of -whether it was done by-his: deter-.. 
mination,*Mr. W. didnot know, and gave no opi 
But if he might avail himbe’f of the charac-. 
teristic privilege of ‘that “community, and guess a` 
jittie, he would conjecture thatthe honorable. mem- 
ber from New: Hampshire was already informed: 
on this point; and Mr. W. was inclined to inquire 
whether “it: were nòt so. ° Mr W. would also in- 
quire whether there hád-:not been, since May, 
1837, hundreds of instances.of the payment of mó- 
ney, not by the Secretary, but -by his subordinate 
officers, in bank. notes. Whether they had been 
made with the knowledge. of the Secretary, Mr... 


W: did not know; but he knew the faet that his 


constituents had been so paid. : 
. Mr. HUBBARD remarked that the Senator was 
Tully entitled to the character of a Yankee. He 
had answered his inguiries by submitting to him 
other questions. ` ` 
The Senator asked him whether hehad not heard 
the Secrelary of the Treasury speak df this affair 
in Boston, and that the facts were within his know- 
ledge ; and whether there'kad not been since May, 
1837, payments made to the public creditors in 
bank notes in numerous, instances; and’ wheiher 
these things had not been done with the sanction of 
the Secretary ; and whether he had not understood 
the matter from the Secretary himself. “He wished 
not to evade the questions. s would most cheer- 
iswer entleman’s interro- 
gatories. He had never received from the Secretary of 
the Treasury any such information. - ' : 
The gentleman is answered, and answered truly; 
and, whatever might be the feeling of the Senator 
himself, such was his own confidence in the Secre- 


_ lary of the ‘Treasury, that he would not for a single 
moment indulge the thought that he would connive 
‘at any violation: òf official duty in any public ofi- 


cer, or in any disregard {by any such officer) of 
the express provisions of the law. The Secretary 


of the Treasury could be guilty of no such breach 


of the public trust, and the Senator would not 
presume to make such a charge. against him. 
The Secretary, so far from giving any authority to 
pay any of the public creditors in the paper of any 
bank since ‘May last, that it had been his unceas- 
ing effort to dissolve all connection with the local 


were the stockholders. 
place where the bank was ‘located, and had rever - 


He lived remote from’ the 


had any concern whatever with the institution; 
but there was not a Senator on this floor ‘who was 
better informed on this point than the Senator. from, 


‘Massachusetts; but he was very Certain. that: the 


collector was‘not, and never had: been,a director of 
that bank; and whether he was, or was- nos, a 
stockholder he was unable to say. - 

He had said that he should interpose no objec- 
tion to the passage of the-resolution.. If the object 
be to get facts; beit so;:but the Senator has very 
plainly intimated, not only thatthe collector has, 
without Jaw and against every: moral sense, paid 
these creditors in the bills of ihe Commonwealth 
Bank, but has insinuated that this: was ‘done’ ‘by 
the authority—certainly with the knowledge—of 


-the Secretary himself: He had no doubt. that‘if 


the Senator entertained any such suspicion, that 
he would. find himself egregiously. mistaken. He 
ventured to predict, that the Secretary of the Treas- 
sury had never acted so regardless of his high 
trast, as lo give directions to any subordinate offi- 
eer to pay the public creditors in a dépreciated. cur- 
rency; and ‘he also believed that the subordinate 
officer referred to had, on no occasion, acted-so re~ 
gardless of his official duty, and of public law, as 
to offer any such depreciated currency, - without 
right, to satisfy the claims of public creditors. If 
the fact should be otherwise, he -woulkt not be be 
hind ‘the gentleman from: Massachusetts in expres 
sing his strongest disapprobation. => 
The Senator.froi ssachusetis: had contended 
i ‘al violation of the act of ». 


Congress öf April; 1836, for any public oficer te | 


ofer- in payment-to.a creditor. of. thes Government 
‘any bank notes.of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars, or-any bank note, unless the same shall be 
payable and paid on demand in gold or silver, even 
at the place where issued, and which shall not. be- 
equivalent to specie at the place-where offered, and 
convertible into..gold or: silver. at the spot-at the 


will of:the holder, and without delay- or loss to-him. - 


All this. is: trne:‘sucb are the. clear and unequivocal 


, provisions of the act.of 1836; and he was:as teady ` 


and as willing:as the- Senator could be, to condemn 
that public officer who: should: offer, or attempt to 
pass, depreciated bank paper of any denomination. 
fle. knew well the terms of that act; and :he knew 
well, also, chat<in the same act was reiterated the 
sentiment that nothing: but gold or silver should be 
regarded: as a legal tender by the United States. 
Batin admitting all this, he by no means admiited 
that the collector at Boston had violated that law, 
(even if the public creditors named by the Senator 
had been paid-in the bills of the Commonwealth 
Bank.) He would not deny that since May last 
the bills of that bank,,and the bills of all the other 


bahks: in,-the city. of Boston, had been of a less | 


value than specie. © This had been, ‘and still was, 
to avery: great» extent, the trae: condition of the 


bank paper ofthe whole country. But the Senator ` 


would. not deny that the» bills of the Con- 
monwealth: Bank had. been; up to. the. hour of 
-| tts failure, as current as the bills.of any other 
bank in that city. They -were used like the 
paper of other banks, for all the purposes of com- 
merce and of-business between man and man. 
Before the Senate can declare. that the'collector of 


the port of Boston is obnoxious to the charge of: 
having violated an act of Congress, the facts must. 


be known... The circumstances of. the whole case 
must be well understood. The private and the 
public character of that Officer, and his ‘known 
faithfulness in the performance of his official du- 
ties, forbid the idea of any wilful. violation of law, 
or of any unwarrantable departure from duty. He 
had said that. even if’ the fishermen: had received 
the bills.of: the.Commonwealth Bank in payment 
of their fishing bounties, it did not necessarily fol- 
low that the collector had either departed from his 
official duty, or violated the provisions of the law. 
The Senator has supposed-astale of facts, which, 


he was free to admit would amount toa wanton . 


and wilful violation. of the “act of Congress. He 
has stated that these fishermen demanded gold or 
silver, which was refused; that they demanded 
Treasury.notes, which were refused ; and that they 
were told: by the collector that he would pay them 
only in:bills.of: the Commonwealth Bank, - If. this 
be so, he would sot attempt to justify the conduct 
of the collector, “If he had gold or silver, and re- 
fused to pay if to: these’ creditors, when demanded, 
or if. he had Treasury. notes, and refused to deliver 
them when.demanded—-if. he persisted in satisfying 
these creditors of the Government in the bills of the 
Cormonwealth Bank, and did so satisfy them, he 
was abnoxious.to: the charges which had-been made 
against him. He “should, -howéver,. most reluc- 
tantly.yield his assent to. the. statement made by 
the Senator, on the aùthority of any epistolary cof- 
respondente: Bok à 

But if the creditors of the Government called 
upon this public officer, whose duty it was to. make 


the disbursement, and said expressly to that officer: | 


that they desired payment to be made to them in 
the bils of the. Commonwealth Bank—that. they 
wete not only willing, but-it was their wish to re- 
ceive payment in that particular currency—could 
the collector fairly. be charged with a violation of 
the law, if he. should thus comply with the wishes 


of these creditors? Would not the act be most - 


unjustifiable on the pait of the collector, to with- 


hold from the creditor the very. means which it was 


known the collector possessed, and the very means 
which the creditors were most willing and most 
desirous to receive? It is-the-intent, the motive, 
“which: gives character. to the- transaction. And 
with what grace, with what propriety, could the 
collector be charged either with a departure from 
duty; or with a violation of law, for thus conducting? 
. "Phe creditor: might. well. know. tha collector 
“had: not the specie —that he was no mpplied with 


or silver; it would suit his convenience better; and 


‘the.Government, paper money for gold and silver. 
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gold or silver—and yet might desire payment in 
the very kind of money with which.the collector 
was furnished. The creditors would, under such 


- circumstances, say to the collector—‘t pay us in 
the blis of the Commonwealth Bank; they will 


answer. our purpose; they. will enable us to pay 
ur- debt to the bank; they will supply us. with 


means necessary forthe. support of our families.” 
“The collector complies with this request of. the 


ereditors'; andhe was unable. to see, in this sup- 
posed case, wherein the collector had done aught 
worthy_of censure or of condemnation. 


If the collector had refused to comply with this. 
request ofthe creditors—if he.had said to them, | 


“ I canhot offer you the bills of the Commonwealth 
‘Bank, because they are not equal to specie, and 


are not convertible into gold or silver upon the’ 


spot,” and had actually withheld from the credi- 
tors.this kind of money, which they were so ready 
and so Willing to receive, he would like to know 
what would then have.been said of the collector. 
What would the Senator from Massachusetts have 
said.of such cenduct on the part of the collector. 
He was sure that it would receive universal con- 
demnation. There are many men who. would 


prefer'to receive paper to specie, who would pre-. 


fer current bank bills to gold and ‘silver, for 
the: purpose of transacting the ordinary business of 
life; and, for ‘himself, he was free to say, that were 


he to receive, for his own use, from any individual, . 
| a sam of money, asit is not his. fortune long to 


ho!d, what he is entitled to receive; as he has ever 
had, and probably always shall have, an immedi- 
ate use. for all his pecuniary means-—he would 
much prefer to receive current bank paper to gold 


for that very reason, when he was fairly entitled to 
gold or silver, and could have received either, he 
has preferred to take current bills, and has been 
content therewith. He dare say that others might 
think and might act as he thought and acted; yet 
he was by no means for substituting, for the use of 


He had mentioned these facts, to show that such 
may have been the circumstances, in relation tothe 
disbursement made by the collector at Boston in 
satisfaction of fishing bounties, as wholly to exone- 
fate him from the charge of “a violation of law—of a 
disregard of his public duty.” : 

The Senator had presented another view of this 
matter, He had regarded. it with reference to the 
rights. of: the. fishermen, and with reference to the 
rights of the pensioners, who, it is stated, have also 
received their pittance in the bills of the Common- 
wealth Bank. And he had said to the Senate that 
he should feel himself called upon to indemnify 
these public creditors from any loss they may have 
sustained in feceiviag this kind of money; that 
they were entitled to gold or silver, or to an equi- 
valent; that having been paid in tms depreciated 


currency, they were justly entitled to have the. 


difference in value between this description of 
paper ‘and gold and silver, made up to them. 
There might possibly be a case which would pre- 
sent a good claim upon Government. Such cases 
have occurred; they may again occur; but he would 
like-to learn from the Senator what principle of 
morals. or of law, what claim in justice or in 


equity, these creditors could have upon the Govern- 


ment, if they have voluntarily;at their own instance 
and request, received in payment current money, 
and.which has depreciated in their hands? 

The Senator says that itis idle to talk of a vo- 
luntary taking in payment that which is of a less- 


value than gold or silver; thatitis necessity, dire . 


necessity, which compels the creditor. to receive a 
depreciated currency; that it isa wrong on the part 
of the Government to offer such a currency in pay- 
ment; and that the act of taking such sort of money 
in payment of an honest claim; would not stop him 
from making tae money so received equal to the 
precious metals. : There may be, as he had before 
stated, cases justly calling upon the Government 
for remuneration.. They mast be, however, of a 
very different character from any which the Sena- 
tor himself had- mentioned. The Government is 
bound to satisfy its creditors... This obligation rests 
no more upon the Government: than. upon indivi- 


canals. Every man is bound, in. honesty -andin 


good faith, to pay’ his-debts: the Government is 
equally bound, .An-individual.may honestly, may 
justly, may with perfect fairness, satisfy the claim 
of his creditor, without advancing either gold or 
silver, -The Government may also satisfy its cre- 


-ditors, without the aid of hard money. A volun- 


tary receipt of payment, a willing acknowledgment 
of satisfaction, was, according to’ his creed of mo- 
rals, according to his notions of daw and of right, 
the end of the matter; and it -wonld be a most fa- 
grant act of injustice and of wrong for an indivi- 
dual, under such circumstances, to appeal to Con- 
gress for indemnity from a loss occasioned by a de- 
preciation of the very paper in which he had re» 
ceived payment, afterit had passed into his hands. 
Ashe had before stated, a creditor having a claim ` 
upon. the Government, calls upon the collector at 
Boston for payment, and designates the very money 
in which he wishes payment to be made to him. He. 
neither asks gold or silver, but receives, with his 
own. consent, at his own request, and to his hearts 
content, cnrrent bank bills. 

What right, what sense of morals, what princis 
ple of Jaw, would sanction an appeal to Congress 
to make good to ‘the creditor any Joss which he 
might subsequently sustain, or to make that which 
he elected to receive, equal to specie, which he at 
the time spurned? He knew of no right, and he 
could realize no-moral sense or legal principle 
which could justify such an appeal. And he would 
only say to the Senator, before he pledges himself 
to give his support to such applications, first to 
„put the Government in the wrong; to show that 
gold or-silver are within her reach, and that she 


. has wilfully withheld it from her honest creditors. 


Let the Senator first show-that, by the existing po- 
licy of the country, the public revenues are neces- 
sarily received in the metallic currency; and the 
same currency should be disbursed to satisfy Go.. 
vernment liabilities. if he could show this, he 
would have much better and safer ground to stand 
on. He hoped that the time was not far distant 
when the Government would collect and disburse 
its revenue independent of banks. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that the 
public creditors should be paid in gold and silver; 
that they are entitled to receive hard money in. sa~- 
tisfaction Of their claims upon the Government; 
that any thing short of this would be doing great 


injustice to themj and a payment in any currency 


of-a less value than gold or silver would. also. be a 
direct violation of law. “He was rejoiced to hear 
this from the honorable Senator. He had declared, 
on this and another ‘occasion, that he should be 
ready at all times to voie to any creditor a remune- 
ration for any loss he may have snstained by re- 
ceiving from the Government any currency in pay- 
ment of his claim, if that currency was, at the 
time, of a less value than gold or silver. After the 
avowal of such sentiments, he trusted that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would be found co- 
operating with him in the support of that very sys- 
tem which conteiuplates an entire separation of the 
Government from the banks; which. looks tothe 
very’ object which the Senator seems. to have so 
much at heart—the exclusive collection of the reve- 
nue in gold or silver; which -is intended fo provide 
the very description of means which the Senator 
himself says, and says’ most truly, the public 
creditors are entitled to claim, and which the Go- 
vernment is bound to pay. The Senator would 
hardly contend that this Government ought to 
collect its revenues in a paper currency, and 
disburse those revenues -in gold or silver; 
and he congratulated himself and his friends that 
they were to have the aid of the powerful talents 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts in 
sustaining “the Sub-Treasury system—a’ system 
which is to-eut loose from all local banks ; which 
is intended to gollect from the debtors. of the Go 
vernment‘hard money,-and to disburse to the pub- 
lic creditors the same currency. This subject of 
the currency, he was free to admit, was of great 
importance to the whole community; and the bill 
which had- been recently reported from the Com- 


- mittee on Finance ought to have received the ear 


liest possible: consideration. from the Senate... it 


“was. due to the Government, it was due to the 


counta sense of common justice seemed to him 


Gt 


to demand an immediate action upon this all- 
important measure; and although its importance 
has been admitted, yet the Senator, by himself and 
friends, has put this subject beyond the power of 
. the Senate for two weeks to come. He regretted 
this; and he could not but hope that some Senator 
who. voted with the majority would move this 
morning for the reconsideration of the vote post- 
poning that bill. He wished for its immediate 
consideration. He desired to have it taken up, 
examined, debated, and disposed of, without delay. 
Recent events called loudly upon the Senate for 
action. The very occurrence in the city of Boston 
which has induced the resolution now before the 
Senate, demands from this body the earliest possi- 
ble consideration of the measure reported’ yesterday. 
from the Committee on Finance. ` 
He looked forward with déep solicitude for the 
adoption.of that measure. He was certain that all 
were ready to admit that the time had come when 
all connection between the Government and the 
local banks should be dissolved. ‘That anyman 
who will look abroad and see for himself; that any 
man who will faithfully realize the consequences 
-—the disastrous. consequences—which have resulta 
ed, and: which are daily resulting, from that con- 
nection, must admit-thut the honor of the Govern- 
ment, the prosperity and peace of the communily, 
and the. best interests of the local banks, al 
demand a divorce, a permanent, a lasting, separa- 
tion between them and the Government. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts had, on a- 


former occasion, and had; on this occasion, seen 
fit to allude to the manner in which the Executive 
had executed the Treasury note law of the last 
session; and he asked, with his usual confideuce, 
whether there was any member of the Senate who 


was prepared to justify the course of the Executive 
He said he had heard of but one~ 


under that act. 
individual who. had approved the course. The 
gentleman from’ Massachusetis said that he be- 


lieved that the-spirit of that act had been perverted, , 


if not its letter violated. , : 
He had on the former occasion, by a resolution, 
called on the Secretary of the Treasury for infor- 
mation. He had received an answer to that call; 
‘it was in the possession of the Senate; and, for 


one, he hesitated not to. declare, in the most une-. 


quivocal manner, that the law had been executed, 
and faithfully executed, according to its letter and 
its spirit, Was that act designed to give authority 
to the Executive to borrow ten millions of dollars? 
Was such the conclusion. of the committee who 
reported the bili? Was such the debate on this 
floor? He denied the fact. ‘The bill was intended 
to be, what it purports to be, a bill for the accom- 
; modation and convenience of the Treasurry De- 
partment—a bill to enable ihe head of that depart- 


‘ment to carry on the fiscal operations of the Go- | 
vernment withcul embarrassment... The funds, ` 


the whole:pecuniary means, of the Government, 
by one universal and ‘sad. catastrophe, ‘had been 


put beyond. the immediate.control of the Treasury | 


Department. This was then a mere temporary 
measure—<a relief bill; and what are the terms ot 
this bill? That the President is to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued to an amount net exceeding ten 
millions of dollars, and net of a less denomination 
than fifty dollars ; that they were to be redeemed 
| after ths expiration of -one year, and were to bear 
no interest after the expiration of said year. l 
rate. of interest is:to be- expressed upon the face of 
the notes. The bill provides that the rate of inte 


rest upon each séveral issue of notes shall be fixed- 


by the Secretary of the Treasury, with. the. approba- 
tion of the President, but the rate of interest shall 
in no case exceed six per centum per annum, 
Language could not make this matter more 
| plain; it seemed to him that there is no room for 
cavil. The notes are not to draw- interest after the 
xpiration of one year; and the rate of interest is 
o be fixed by whom? By the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Itisnot prescribed by the. act. itself; the 
only limitation is, that the rate shall not exceed six 
er centum per annum.. - Beyond that the Secreta- 
-ry has no power to go; but wp.to this point the rate 
of interest is committed to the discretion. of that 


Senator admits the authority: to fix the rate at six 
6 


| 


„at once into specie, why was the purpose of the’ 


The | 


officer, withthe approbation of the President. The | 


per cent. Whence is- that authority derived?: 
From the act itself: and by the same act the Secre-: 
tary can fix any less rate of interest, according to 
his discretion. If he has power, which none can’ 
deny, to fix the rate at six, he has equally the right 
to fix itattwe. The Secretary is at perfect liberty- 


: to act, with reference to this whole- matter, as his- 


own good sense and sound discretion should. dic- 
tate. He might find one portion of the community. 
ready to part with their gold and take notes bearing 
an interest of ten per-cent.; he might find: another 
class willing to receive them at a less rate of ‘inte- 
rest; he might find thers requiring a higher rate’ 
of interest; he might find a class of public creditors 
who would receive these notes at one mill inte- 
rest. The Secretary had only one limit; he could 
not fix the rate at over six per centum. per annum. 
The rest was entirely. and most properly left to his 
discretion, to be exercised as citeumstances should 
require. à 
And is there a ‘Senator, on this floor prepared to 
say, that if he had applied to the Secretary, and 
said that he would. part with hisgold for Treasury 
notes at one per centum per annum, that the Se-. 
cretary could not, consistent. with that discretion 
with which he was invested by the act, accept the 
offer? The Secretary either had or had not the power 
to regulate the interest according to his own discre- 
tion. `> And -this matter must be determined by the 
inspection. of the jaw itself. To the law. then 
he would appeal, and to the terms of. that act-of 
Congress he would submit. But if there is any 
thing clear in legislation, free from all ambiguity: 
and doubt on this subject, it is to be found in that 
actof Congress of the last session, giving authority 
for the issue of Treasury notes. ; ae 
- If the act does not speak the language which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts intended it should, 
or supposed it did, the Secretary. cannot be” 
blamed. If the act was designed merely to give 
authority to the President to borrow money, why 
‘was not the act in terms so drawn? If it was in- 
tended that Treasury notes should be issued,- only 
at such a rate of interest as would enable the Go- 
vernment to go into the market and convert them 


act kept out of view? Why was not ita intent 
fully declared? If such -had been the exclusive 


object of the law, it would have been necessary ` 


at the time to have fixed the maximum of in- 
terest at a mueh highėér rate tban six per cent. 
These were not the exclusive objects of the bill. 
The Secretary might find it neeessary to make an | 
issue of Treasury notes to supply himself with gold - 
and silver for the public use. He might. make an 
issue of these notes to satisfy the public creditors. 
He was bound: to receive them back.for all public. 
dues; and whether issued for one purpose or ano- 
ther, the rate of interest was matter for Executive 
regulation, and expressly committed to Executive — 
discretion, There was but one “limitation. tothe 
exercise of that discretion, and that-has already 
been stated. He had not only thoroughly examined 
the act of the last session, but he had carefully pe- 
rused the remarks of the honorable Senator made 
to the Senate a few days past in relation to this 
matter; and he had brought his mind to the conclu- 
sion that the Executive had, in. .the execution: of . 
that act, not only complied with its -provisions in 


letter and in spirit, but had also, in its execution, f 
-~ faithfully and honestly. regarded the best interests 


of the country. .He was not one of those to come. 
plain of the Executive for not having issued these 
Treasury notes ata rate of six per cent. when all 
the purpcses of the Governmént could be as well 
attained by fixing the rate at one ortwo per cent. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts may con-: 
demn this act of the Executive; he may find others . 
to agree with him; he may think that the law has, 
been wholly perverted, and its purposes unaccom- 
plished. AH that he had to: say ‘was, that if such 
were the opinions of the Senator, he wholly differed 
from him in sentiment. In the execution- of this 
act, the Executive -has done his duty, and his whole 
duty. He had -tooked upon the resolution which 
the Senator had. offered the other day—and he 
looked upon this resolution just presented by the g 


Senator—as a thrust at the head of-the-Treasüry | 


Department. That officer. did not seem to. enjoy. 
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: the confidence of the Senater. sit ; 
| Secretary, he could nòt desire -a more perfect, pror- 


tection fromthe attack. made ‘upon his publie-con- 
duct, than was afforded him from ‘the. implied, 
charge involved in the resolution presented. by the. 
Senator, with-referénce tothe manner of executing’ 
the Treasury note law-of the last:session.’).0 caii: 
~ With reference. to: the Tast branch of . the resolu- 
tion, he would remark, that he was perfectly sure 
that the ‘Secretary of the. Treasury- has not made, 
any- deposite ofthe public funds smece May last, in 
any of ‘the selected. banks “whieh had ‘refused 
to redeem. its bills ‘with “specie. There may be, 
and there probably: was, in deposite in thé Com» 
monwealth Bank some portion of the public mo- . 
ney; but the Secretary’ of the Treasury. could’not 
have so disregarded his public daty as to bhve 


-made such a deposite since: the suspension of specie 


payment.: If any of the public funds weré now in 
that bank, they must have. arisen: from. transfer 
‘drafts, drawn: in favor of that bank previous to 


| May last.and which draftsmay. have been answered 


since; he had from some quarter. been informed | 
that by the shipment of cotton to the North, sucha” 
transfer draft had been complied with by one’of the 
southern banks, and its amount:had been placed to 
the creditof the Government in the Commonwealth 
Bank. He therefore stated, that if there were any 
portien.of the public money now-in deposite in the 
Commonwealth Bank,..it had-occurred in the way. . 
and manner he had'stated; for the-fact was, known 
fo`him, and he presumed; to-the'Senator from Mas- 


- sachusetts, that the necessities af ‘the Government 


‘had induced the Treasury Department to draw. very 
closely upon the: northern: deposite banks; and in 
the course-of the: summer and autumn, by reason of 
the failure of the southern and southwestern banks 
‘to answer the ‘Treasury drafts, that. almost every” 
dollar of the public money in. the deposite banks,. . 
in New England, had ‘been drawn for. “He - 
was, therefore, well satisfied that. the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury would be found to be in 
ho way blameable for the money which may 
now be in deposite in jhe. Commonwealth Bank.. 
But he trusted that in case there was a portion of 
the public money now iù deposite in that bank, 
the bond which the Secretary of the Treasury had. 
required, and which he had taken, would be found . 
to be fully adequate “for. the protection of the Go- 
vernment against any. ultimate loss. 6 | 46. ct 
Mr. NILES did not rise-to: prolong 'a-debate;. so, 
unnecessarily -commenceds; “He: was. noti pposed ». 
to the inquiry sought «by the: resolution, bat was: - 
rather in favor. of it- He: presumed -the object: of” 
‘the mover was to: obtain information, to be laid be. 
fore this‘bod}:,- in ‘relation~to the great financial 


„Operations. of the Government; and he also pre- 


sumed that the gentleman was looking at higher 

game; that his object was to get at the connections 

of this: Government with the deposite banks. That” 
(said Mr. N.) iSaiso-my. object; and whether these 

banks were in the hands of one party orthe other, 

was entirely another question. Let us (said Mr. 

N.) have the whole fruits of this system before us, 

the bitter as well as the sweet. -For this purpose, 

and not to oppose or retard . the inquiry, but ta get 

all the information: necessary for’ the guidance of 

the Senate before them, hè submitted the following: 
amendment; - $ ; 

“ And that-he further report to the Senate. whe- 
ther the late Bank of the United. States has yet 
paid, or accounted with. the Government, the sim 
of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, frandu- ~% 
lently detained, on the pretence ofa claim of dama- 
ges for the non-payment of-the draft drawn on the ° 
French Government, and also to report what loss 
the United States have sustained by depositing the 


“public revenues in banks, or by receiving the notes 
`of banks which have failed, or their bills become 


depreciated.” ~- : ; 

Mr. WEBSTER ‘said the latter part of this addi- 
tional call would require a great deal of time; and 
if it. was insisted on, he hoped the member would 
agree-to offer it as a separate ‘résolution, and not 


-delay-an answer to his (Mr W's) call,’ which. ic 


was’ desirable to have immediately, by -attaching 
this_amendment to its) 9 se > ; 

Mr. NILES thën:m 
as to require theans 


fied: his amendment, so : 
he first branch of the.» 


` and ‘both to the Sub-Freasury system, as it is called, 


inquiry immediately, an 
-as possible. fi ; 

Mr. BAYARD objected: to ‘the ‘word “frau- 
dulenti inthe “first part of the amendment 
It was true the bank detainedthe money; but they 


don the latter partas soon 


~ elaimed it, and ‘were ready to-abide a legal adjudi- 


cation. He hoped the Senate- would ‘not attempt 
io characterize: “the. “transaction by “the: term: 
Pen malier should be: decided on -by another tri- 
Danae : cents 


“Mr. NILES ‘vephed, ‘that ag “the gentleman ~ 


„seemed very sensitive in relation ‘to that. bank, he 
vould substitute the word unjustly for fraudulently, 
hhotigh he believed the transaction both fraudulent 
sid: unjust. ER a : E 

Mr. BAYARD 
rbjection to the word unjustly as to fraudulently. 
Why express any opinion? He disclaimed any 
sentiveness about. the bank, but.was averse to the 

Senate expressing an opinion in this matter. Mr. 

’ Bu then moved to strike out unjustly. f; 

Mr. STRANGE said that, had the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) introduced his reso- 

Jution unaccompanied by any remarks, he would 
have cheerfully. Voted for. it, and opposed the 
amendment offered. by the Senator from Connecti- 


eüt, (Mr. Niles,) as well as every other amend- 


ment calculated to embarrass’ thé original resolu- 
tion. The Senator from Massachusetts had pro- 
. fessed a great unwillingness, and indeed. a ‘deter- 
mined purpose, not to anticipate the debate upon 
the most important measure ‘likely to engage the 
attention of Congress at its present session. I leave 
motives, said Mr. S..to the great Searcher of 
Hearts ; but of the conduct of men, which is imme- 
‘diately before me, I bave a- right to judge, and 
to speak of its tendency. . The resolution of -the 
Senator from Massachusetts proposes an inquiry, 
“and yet, in anticipation of the answer to his in- 
quiry, he furnishes us with ea parle statements of 
. facts, upon which he makes his own comments, 
answering in advance the very inquiry which he 
makes... Now, I might appeal. to the Senator him- 
self whether, whatever. may be his motives, he 
“does. not believe the facts he has disclosed, and. the 
„comments: he has made upon them, are calculated 
to make an impression upon the public mind 
affecting the great question, which has been for 
somé months, before. the country? ‘The answer, 1 
kaow, must. be affirmative; and I, for one, can not 
consent that these facts and comments should go 
‘forth unaccompanied’ by comments from. another 
quarter. Every one knows that the Senator from 


Massachusetis‘is in favor of a United States Bank; . 


that he is opposed to the present Administration, 


and itie system of deposites with the State banks; 
and he doubtless supposes that the facts he. has dis- 
closed have. a tendency. to convince the country 
ofthe necessity of a United- States Bank. Now, 
sit, believing, as Ido, that they lead to a very dif- 
~ ferent conclusion, (admitting the facts slated to be 


true, and: Lam not now. disposed. to question them). 


I feel it myinty to.say so. : 
I must, however, in. the first-place, endeavor to 


show: thatthe charge of illegal conduct. so suddenly - 


braught against the Collector of the port of Boston, 
and which the Senator. from Massachusetts seems 
fo think he has triumphantly made out, is altogether 
groundless. . Allowing the fact assumed by the Se- 
nator from . Massachusetts, that the Collector had 
paid out to Government creditors the notes of the 
Commonwealth Bank of Boston, to be true, I must 
admit the conduct of the Collector to be in collision 
with the act of, Mih April, 1836; but the proof 
adduced by the Senator from Massachusetts does 
not- support. the existence of that fact. Now, 


sir, [have no information. upon the subject ex- 
| cept that derived from the letter read by the gen- 


tleman himself; and it iş plain, that although 
_ both: the gentleman himself-and his correspondent 
have jumped to the conclasion, thatthe collector of 
“the port of Boston had paid ont Commonwealth 
Banknotes to. Government: creditors, the fact is 
. Otherwise, 


not paid out a dollar of its notes; and 


_ things are, in my judgment, altogether. different. - 
£ “The act of April, 1836, prohibits the disbursing of- 


` paid out the notes of the Commonwealth Bank; 


Jaw: 


-so doing, acting in direct conformity with ‘the law? 
` Your deposite act requires all public officers to de- ` 
posite the public moneys with State banks to be se- - 
The Commonwealth Bank was one of | 


said „there was the same 


_arrangemenis with the bank, chooses, rather than 


“ment, of whom has he a right to complain? not of 
-the Government surely or its officers, 


The Coltector it. is “true-has given” 
checks: üpon the Commonwealth Bank, but has | ; 
indirect object » hatever in view. 
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| ficers of the Government from paying out the 
‘notes of any bank which are not equivalent to 


specie. The payment of the notes of the Com- 
monwealth Bank toa public creditor, would be a 
violation of this act. But the Collector, has not 


and therefore has notin thdt respect violated the 
But he has given checks on the Common- 
wealth’ Bank. True, and where is the law prohi- 
biting his doing so? On the contrary, is-he not in 


lected. 
those selected, and consequently it was the daty of 
the Collector to make his deposites there. Being 
made, what was to become of them? When a pab- 
lic creditor applies for his money, what can the dis- 
bursing officer do, but give him a check upon thede- 
posite bank? Thischeck, whenpresented, isredeema- 
ble in specie ; and when so presented, and not re- 
deemed, who is to blame, the officer or the bank ? 
If the creditor, who -has a right to make his own 


protest the check and look to the Government for 
indemnity, to take the bank’s own notes in pay- 


i t 1 I have thus 
noticed as briefly as possible’ this charge of illegal 


conduct against the officer. A. few words now | 
The Senator from Massa- . 


upon the main subject. 
chusetts says there should be one common medium 
for the payment of all public creditors from the 
highest to the lowest—from Maine to Florida. In 
this I fully agree-with him. The Senator doubtless 
thinks that a United States Bank only can furnish 
this common medium, and to this conclusion he 
wishes the public mind to come. In this I do not 
agree with him. Gold and silver, in my opinion, 
are the only things-which, by the laws of nature, 
can be this common and immutable medinm. I 
admit the argument is so far in favor ofa United 
States Bank, as its. notes will approximaie this 
great standard more nearly than the notes. of local 
banks. But the argument does not stop there; it 
leads us irresistibly past a United States Bank to that 
standard sanctioned by nature, time, and universal 
usage, bywhich all values must be tested,the precious 
metals. Upon this broad foundation the Sub-Trea- 
sury is basedysupported asitis by the facts, ad- 
missions and comments, just furnished by the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts... A sort of dialogue has 
taken place between the Senator from Mussachu- 
setts and the Senator from Delaware (Mr. Rayard) 
in which it has been broughtout that the oficers of 
the Government, or some of them, are in some 
way connected with the Commonwealth: Bank, 
either as stockholders, or officers, or both. For 
what purpose these things have been thus dramati- 
cally brought forward every one must judge for 


himself; but if these things be so, they fuar- 


nish a strong argument for a dissolation of 
all connection between the Government and 
the banks. As has been said by the Senator 
from Connecticut, human nature is human nature, 
and banks are banks. 
cers may be’ connected with banks—and there is 
no law prohibiting their being so—it is natural that 
they should. think most favorably, and he most 
anxious for the prosperity, of the banks with which 
they are so connected, and thus a most subile and 
corrupting appeal is made to their hearts to mould 
their official conduc: conformably to the best inte- 
rests of those banks. The Sub-Treasury system 
cuts us off from this source of corruption, and thus 
improves our political condition... Having thus 
shown, as he conceived, that two strong arguments 
were furnished by the facts disclosed by the Senator 
from Massachusetts in favor of the Sub-Treasury 
system, and that the public officer at Boston, so far 
as yet appeared, had not. transgressed the law, he 
would not longer detain the Senate. a 
Mr. WEBSTER; with a view to prevent further 
debate, reat the whole ofthe letter from which he 
had chiefy derived the facts which he had Stated. 
Mr. W. also repelled the imputation of baving any 


Mr. STRANGE rejoined “that. this was no per- 
sonal affair between him aad the Senator from 


os 


As long as -the pablie offi- - 


“new to him. 


Massachusetts, but a matter of great public con- 
cern. He had been anxious, therefore, that the 
present lransaction might. go before the country in 
its true light. . The effect of the Senator's remarks, 
whatever might be his object, was to impugn the 


~eonduct of the collector of the port of Boston, and 


to show that nothing could save us from dishunesty 
in our fiscal dealings, and corruption. in the admi- 


` nistration of our revenue, but the'establishment of a 


U.S: Bank. Believing that the charge against the 


f officer was groundless he (Mr. S.) had offereda 


few words in his vindication, showing’ that pay- 


“ment in the notes of a bank, and giving checks 


thereon, had been improperly confounded; that 
while one was illegal and the other not, the 
officer had done that only which was legal; that 
if the creditor had received any notes in payment. 
of the check, it was a voluntary arrangement be- 
tween him and the bank. In farther illustration of 
which, he would refer to the practice which had 
been adopted from the necessities of the Government, 
produced by the infidelity of the banks, of issuing 
warrants, which being protested, were put forth in 
Heu of-other modes of payment. The public 
officers ‘having no mode of payment but checks 
op the deposite banks were not only justifi- 
ed, but would have been guilty of a breach of 
duty, had they hesitated in giving these checks, 
and when given, it was for the creditor either to 
receive payment from the banks in what they 
might offer, or protest them, and look to the Go- 
vernment. Upon the other branch of the subject, 
Mr. S. had endeavored to.show that the facts dis- 
closed by the Senator from Massachusetts, instead 
of proving the necessity of a: United States Bank, 
showed fully that nothing could render us just as 
debtors, and free us from corruption in our fiscal 
administration, but a total disconnection with all 
banks, and the receipt and disbursement of our re- 
venue in gold and silver. f 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama had no objection to the 
resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts. It 
was one of inquiry merely, purporting to inquire 
into the conduct of certain public officers—the col- 
lector of the port of Boston, and perhaps the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. To this inquiry not a 
single member of the Senate had offered, or would 
have offered, the slightest objection ; it would have 
passed without debate, had not the Senator himself 
thought proper to accompany its presentation with 
remarks, in his opinion, altogether premature and 
unnecessary. He (Mr. C.) was as ready as any 
man, when facts were adduced, to pass censure on 
the conduct of public men; but his object in 
rising was to protest against the course taken by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, passing cen- 
sure on. public officers by means of inferences 
drawn from facts-not yet established. He protested 
against implicating the conduct of public men ona 
mere inquiry to elicit facis, and he protested 
against any man rising inhis place and endorsing 
ex parte statements in the letters of his correspon- 
dents or in newspapers. Jn all conscience (Mr. C. 
said) the newspapers are licentious enough, and 
he hoped that. this licentiousness was not to be 
transferred to this body. He need not say whether 
the individuals thus unnecessarily implicated were 
guilty or innocent, but justice required that their 
guiltor innoceace should not be pronounced oa till 
the face's of the case were brought out. This was 
not only in accordance with the principles of con- 
stitutional law, but with the immutable princi- 
ples of eternal justice. He had said that there 
would have been no objection to the immediate adop- 
tion of the resolution without ‘debate or amendment, 
had not the Senator from Massachusetts himself 
accompanied it by remarks calculated to implicate 
public officers in advance. As it was his wish that 
alt the facts should be brought out, he would vote 


for the resolution, and also for the amendment; bit 


heconld not, by silence, give his sanction to impli- 
cations thus cast on individaals before they were 


heard in-their defence: Would it be contended 


that it was eitherimmoral or illegal to pay that 
kind of' money to a man which heis willing to ree 
ceive? H so, Mr. C. said it must be foupded on a 
system of ethics, and principles of law, entirely 
Till he saw some authority to sustain 
the position, he could not assent to its soundness, 


$ 
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To establish the doctrine that a man who had vo- 
luntarily received bank bills, which afterwards be- 
eame depreciated, couid claim the amount of de- 
preciation, would lead to most ruinous conse- 
queuces—would unsettle thousands of transactions, 
and ihrow society into ulter confusion. 

Bat, Mr. C. repeated, his object in rising was not 
to engage in the discussion, but to protest against 
Senators-rising in their places, and making charges 
by insinuation against the characters of t men, be- 
fore the facts are known, or can be known, and 
before they have had an opportunity of explaining 
‘or defending theif conduct. 


sanction to this unwarrantable practice; but he was 


not for allowing privilege to shelier the member | 


whose imputations injariously affect the character 


He was aware that. 
the privileges of this body had been pleaded as a 


of an absent individual; and Mr. C. said he would . 


take this occasion to say, if. a-constituent.of his. 
were assailed in this manner, privilege or ne privi- 
lege, he should hold the assailant as a calumniator; 
and if he undertook to avail himself of the protec- 
sion of his privilege; he should + denounce him as 
still worse. 

Mr. C-said he was for getting all the ‘information 
on the subject that the Senator from Massachusetts 
required, and also that desired by the Senator from 
Connecticut, (Mr. Niles,) and, when that was done, 
if it should be found that the public’ officers were 
justly censurable, he would be ready to give them 
his condemnation. But justice, as well as huma- 
nity, forbade that he should condemn any man in 
advance, by inference or implication, from ex parte 
statements or charges. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he undertook to endorse 
nothing but the respectability of .the writer of the 
letter which he had read ; and he believed there 
were fifty letters now in the city, confirming his 
statements, which he also believed to be true. But 
he now proposed an inguiry, that ail doubt might 
be settled on all sides, and that it might be ascer- 
tained how such a state of facts existed, if they did 
exist. Mr. W. had characterized nothing. He 
had in this respect avoided the course of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut. But he believed there had 
been a elear breach’ of the statute on this subject, 
and he wanted to know whether there was any 
thing to justify it. He was not disposed to treat 
public. officers with. extreme delicacy: he had 
drawn his resolution hastily, but without intending 
any disrespect. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied that he had made 
no objection whatever to the inquiry. . On the con- 


trary, he stated distinctly that he was in favor of it; _ 


and if, when the facts were brought out, the public 
officers concerned should be found to be censura- 
rable, he would be ready to pronounce judgment 
on them.. But the Senator from Massachusetts de- 
nied that he had charged these public Officers by 
implication.. It was true that the Senator did not 
undertake to. charge them, on his personal know- 
- ledge, with having violated the laws, to the in- 
jury of the public creditors; bat what did he 
do? fe (the Senator) stated in his place 
that these things were said of them, and that he 
believed them to be true. Now Mr. C. asked the 
Senator from Massachusetts where was the pro- 
priety of making insinuations calculated so deeply 
to implicate the “conduct ot individuals on a mere 
resolution of inquiry? Did any Senator resist the 
adoption of the resolution? No one: for it was 


not usual to resist an inquiry, whether it related to. 


the conduct of public officers or not. Then had 
he not a right to complain that when an inqniry 
was instituted, and before the individuals concerned 
had an opportunity of uttering a word of explana- 
tion or. defence, the Senator came forward with 
implications of the most damning character against 
them, and endorsed them by Perseus the man 
who made them as a man of high character and 
respectability. 

The Senator from Massachusetts might, as he 
said, have gone no farther than had been frequent- 


ly done oh “such occasions; but if such was the | 


custoim.in the Senate, it was a bad one, and the 
sooner it. was abolished the berer it would be for its 
dignitf and- respectability. 

“Mr. HUBBARD offered a- substitute for the 
former part of Mr. ‘Weanste’s resolution, which 


Mr. 


Wensee objected ta as. too general, and 
which, at the request of Mr. Chay of Al labama; 
Mr. Hoppaap withdrew.. 

The amendment of Mr. Nines was then. modi- 
fied, to read as follows: 

« And that he further reportto theSenate; wheth- 
er the late Bank of the United States has yet paid, 
or accounted with the Government, the sum of one 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars , unjustly. de- 
tained, on a pretence óf a claim of damages for the 
non-payment of the draft” drawn on ihe French 


ted States have sustained by depositing the public 
revenues in banks, or by receiving the notes of 
banks which have failed; 
preciated.”? 

In this shape it was agreed to, and the resolution 
of Mr. Wersrter, as amended by Mr. Nites, was 
adopted. 

After its adoption, Mr. BAYARD said that the 
Secretary of the Senate was in doubt whether, the 
word wnjustly had been retained or stricken out of 
the resolution just adopted. r, 

The CHAIR said that the motion to strike cut 
had`not been put, but that motion could now be 
put, by leave of the Senate. 

Mr. NILES said he had not withdrawn the word 
unjustly, but would not delay the Senate by taking 
a vote on it, and as the resolution. had passed, he 
would consider the word withdrawn. ‘ f 

On motion of Mr. LYON, ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill for the purpose of making the’ same. pro- 
vision for the officers and soldiers of the army, that 
is made for the officers and marines of the naval. 
service, by an act, entitled “An act: for the more 
equitable administration’ of the Navy. Pension 
fund,” approved Mareh 3d, 1837... S 
SUB-TREASURY. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that yesterday he had 
voted with the majority to make the Divorce bill 
the order of the day for'that day two weeks. “Upon 
reflection, he thought that thé postponement was too 
long. Great anxiety seemed to prevail, not only 
here, ae elsewhere, for the early consideration of 


oy their bills become de~: 


this great measure: He had observed letters 
ae New York, ‘published in the’ morning 
papers, stating that the mercantile community 
stand; unable or unwilling to go 
on with the transaction of their regular busi- 
ness operations, because of the delay. on the 
part of Congress in acting definitively on this eur- 
rency question. It appeared to him very evident, 
too, from the debate which .had just taken place 
upon a resolution of inquiry, directed to the Secre-. 
tary of ine Treasury, that the sooner this Connec- 
tien between Bank and State could be brought te 
an issue, the better it wouid be for all parties. He 
therefore moved a reconsideration of the- vote of 
yesterday, with a view further fo make a motion 
that the Divorce bill be made the special order of 
the day for ‘Tuesday next. 

After a few remarks from Mr. WEBSTER and 
Mr. WRIGHT, the question. was taken, and the 
reconsideration was ordered—ayes 21, noes 17: 

Oa motica of Mr. NORVELL, f 

The bil was then made the special order for 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill autho- 
rizing the necessary examinations and surveys for 
the establishment of a naval rendezvo voue and depot 
near the southern extremity of Florida;. which was 
read twice, and ordered to a third reading. . 

. Mr. BUCHANAN- ‘moved to take up ‘the bill 
reported by hiva the other day for the maintenance: | 
of our neutral relations on the inland frontier; | 
which, afier some remarks from Messrs. WAL- | 
KER and BUCHANAN, was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks, sabmitted an 
amendment, which, on an, explanation from Mr. 
Buewanan, that the case was already _ provided 
for in the existi ag laws; he withdrew: 

‘Phe biil was then ordered t be eng grossed. for a 

third reading. | 

i 


were at a 


The folowing bills were then ay read the 
thirdftime and passed: 
The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named. oie ‘ 


Government, and also to report. what loss the Uni- i 


. The bill for the-relief.of Samuel Ferguson. 

“The bill for-the relief of John McCarty; ... 

The biti for the relief. of Mrs. Caroline E. Cli- 
therall, widow of ‘Dr. George C. .Clitherall, date a 
surgeon in. the army. of the United States. 

The bill for the relief of the Stez mboat Compa- 


f lny of Nantucket. 


The bill-for: the relief of. Thomas A: Smith. 
The billto authorize the Secretary of War.to pay 
to Benjamin Murphy; of Arkansas, the value of 


- his corn, eattte, and hogs, taken trom him by the 


Cherokee Indians in 1828.. 

The bill for the-relief. of the.-legal : representa- 
tives. of Francis Cazot. 

The: Lill for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Alleghany and their legal representatives. 

"The Senate then ad jjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 18, 1838. 
Reports from committees. being called. for, the 
fi ollowing bills, &e. were reported: : 
NAVAL AFFAIRS. 00 >? 
: Mr. WISE reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of Andrew Armstrong 
Also,-a bill granting to James Lowa section of 
land. 
- Mr. INGHAM reported a vir for the relief of 


5 ‘Vincent Marcoretti. 


Adso, a bill for the: relief of Loots and James 
Bassett, 

Also;.a al re the relief. cof Jobn March. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Epsom Hamilton. 

‘Mi GRANTLAND reported Senate bill, with 
an améndment, entitled an act ‘to amend the fifth 
Section of the act passed June 13, 1834, for the bet- 
ter orga. ization of the Marine Corps. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
“ames Boyd. 

Mr. FRY reported a biil granting a pension to 
Sarah Baruey of Connecticut. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill for the relief of 
William Steele of the Statė of New York. 

- INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. PLUMER reported a bih granting a pen- 
sion to James Smitb. 

A bill granting a pension to ‘Thomas Fraser, 

A bill granting a pension to M. M?Crea. 

Mr. AYCRIGG reported bills gtantitig pensions 
to John W. Jewell}: 10 Daniel M. “Roty. ind to 


INDIAN PPAS ig hii 
Mr. BELL reported’ a “resolution divecting: ‘the 
Committee on Indian’ Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of increasing ‘the number of clerks em- 
ployed in-the office of the Commissioner of Indian 
| Affairs. 
SELECT COMMITTEE. ToN 
Mr. [McCLELLAN, of New York; from the Se- 
lect Committee’ tö whort was referred ‘the memorial 
of Robert W. Murphey and others, reported a bilt 
authorizing the erection of a monument to-David 
Williams, one of the captors of Major ‘Andre. 
WAYS AND MEANS. > 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the farther consideration of the report of the Secre- 


‘tary of War on the claims. of the State 6f-Masea- 


cbusetts for services and advances. during the late 

war, and thatthe same be refetred to the ‘Commit. 

tee on Military Affairs. ; i 
JUDICIARY. - 

Mr. THOM AS reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to abolish public executions in capital 
cases. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Wallis. 

Also, a bili to provide for the settlement of the 

claims: of Walier Jones against the United States. 
` REVOLUTIONARY. CLAIMS: 

Mr. MUHLENBERG reported a bill for the re- 


“Nef of the legal representatiy es of Lieut. Col. Wil- 


liam: Fulton. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported: a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Williara Langford. 

Also, a bill for the Telief or the | heirs of Thomas 
Glascock. 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of the 
corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of 


“Hanover, now Yorkville, in Westchester county, 
New York. : l Í poke 
: i : PUBLIO LANDS., 

> Mr. CHAPMAN reportéd’a bill for the relief of 
certain persons who have been deprived. of their- 
rights of pre-emption under the act of the 19th of 


June, 1834, by. the location of Indian reservations. ~ 


3. RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 
«The House: then. resumed the consideration. of 
the -following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
onthe 18th ult. me gos 

o Resolved; That the Presidentof the United States 
be requested to-communicate to. this House a copy 
and translation of the.pamblet in the Spanish lan- 
guage, stated in the report of the Sectetary of State 


o this House to have been printed and circulated- 


-by the late minister ffom the Republic ‘of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of the diplomatic functionary from 
aforeign Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet. tọ the Secretary of State. x 
The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HOWARD. to ‘strike owt allthat part relating to 
the name of the diplomatic fanctionary, after the 
word “country,” in the eighth'line. ` 7 
` Mr CUSHING, who was entitled: td. the floor, 
resumed his remarks He said. hè wished to make 
an explanation to the House, in relation to a por- 
“tion of his remarks when he had previously spoken 
on that subject. It was with reference to an im- 
plied charge that Mr. Fox, the British minister, 
was the individual who had communicated “the 
pamphlet of Mr. Gorostiza to the Secretary. Of 
course, said Mr. C: that. minister did not consider 
it incumbent upon him to notice the affair, so long 
"as thé. imputation rested on mere newspaper state- 
ment; but when. it was repeated ‘on the floor’ of 
thai Efouse, in debate, Mr. Fox considered it neces- 
sary to make a declaration on the subject. From 
. that. communication, Mr. ©. was enabled to state 
that Mr. Fox had no. connection whatever with the 
‘history of the pamphlet of Mr. Gorostiza ; that he 
was individual who presented the pamphlet 
to. th of States. that he did not commu- 
éretary the intelligence of the'exist- 
a “pamphlet, nor did he malre use of 
ións Wwhich-had been the subject of de- 


him great. pleasure to be able 


«Said it gave 


to'male that statement, for two reasons : first, that, 


all imputation was thus removed from the repre- 
sentative of a foreign power; and, secondly, that, 
as,hitherto suspicion had rested upon the whole: of 
the diplomatic body, a great, step'had been taken 
towards ascertaining the real individual; for by 
-i thus:ascertainins who it was aol, wasa beginning 
“towards discovering who'it was; and he was glad 
“sto see thefog begin to lift away from this singular 
vaRlabte oe e Le ST eg a a 2 
< MreG. explained further, shat when, in his for- 
mer speech, he had. alluded: to the pamphlet, he 
had-left.it to. be supposed by the House that it had 
been: published, and might. be obtained from any 
of the bodksetlers.” He now. deemed: it. proper to 
state, that the copy: which he had read was loaned 
to him by a friend; but wishing to procure a copy 
. for himself, he applied to the: booksellers, and was 
by. them informed that the pamphlet had not been 
published, and.was not: for sale. . : : 
_ Mr. Gy then adverted to a publication which 
purported to be a review of the pamphlet of Mr. 
Gorostiza,. and. which only professed to give a 
translation’ of the introductory portion of the pam- 
phiet, and sundry extracis, from, the body of ‘the 
work.’ From this, and-from the report of Mr. 
Forsyth. himself, it was. evident. that the entire 
pamphlet, with the various. documents, had not 
been translated. -ME C.-here read that portion of 
the report of the Secretary: of State referring to it, 
and contended that it was-highly important that the 
. | House. should be placed. in.-possession of the ori- 
ginal papers in. Spanish, that they. might have an 
“Opportunity, of judging for: themselves, That the 
: re pamphlet had never been published in its; 
“popi sense, was confirmed beyond -all doubt 
“and this: formed a conclusive “reason why it 
“ghotld be -oblained by the House, ‘in. order to 
>: judge if a proper. construction had been’ put 
“Japon. the various. points, which often depended 


| 
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upon. the turn or idiomatic expression of the 
language from which they were translated. Mr. 
C. said, that in making this remark, he did not 
mean to impeach the good faith ar inteiligence of 
Mr. Greenhow, the translator of the Department 
‘of State, whom he highly respected; but only to 
assert a general principle. Beside which, the fact 


that the pamphlet had not been published bere (in: | 
| the popular sense) by Mr. Gorostiza, was material 


to the- question of the bearing of the: transaction 


` upon the relations of the United States with the 


‘Mexican Republic. ; 
Mr.C. observed that the hour having expired, he 
would defer his remarks on the main question. 
The SPEAKER laid before the Tiouse a com- 
munication from the Postmaster General, con- 
taining a statement of the contracts, rouics, &c. of 
the Express mail. ` 
~ On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 
‘Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
-and Post Roads. 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 


The Honse then resumed the consideration of | 


the Mississippi election case, the questions pending 


- being as follows: : 


Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolation: 
Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentss and T. J. 
Ward are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their stats in the House as such. 


Mr. Bett, who on yesterday moved to. amend by 
striking out all after the word “Resolved,” and 
inserting as follows: ‘‘That the resolution of this 
~House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
Samue. J.Guotsonand Jonn F. FT, Craiporne weie 


agreed to without a’ knowledge of all the facts 
which were material to a cerrect decision of the 
question presented, and the same is hereby re- 
scinded.” 

“Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such}. 

. Mr. PRENTISS addressed the House at length 
against the sitting members; and, without cou- 
cluding, gave way to, f 

Mr. CHAMBERS, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. - 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvurspay, January 18, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Post Office Department, made in ‘compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 11th ultimo, in 
relation to the express mail; which, on ‘motion of 
Mr. GRUNDY was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The CHAIR ‘also. communicated a report trom 
. the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- 
Jution of the Senate, showing the amount of specie 
received at the Treasury from the various seurces 
of revenue; which, on motion of Mr.- BU- 
CHANAN, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. . ? 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Charles 
Stewart, praying compensation foe an. alleged 


Naval Affairs. 


dry citizens of Mississippi, praying for the passage 
of a general pre-emption law; which was referred 
io the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, from.the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the memorial of 
the pilots.of the city of New York, and the re- 
monstrance of the Chamber of Commerce on the 
same subject, made areport unfavorable to ihe 
prayer of the memorialists; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tiunary claims, to which had been referred the bill 
for the relief of the-heirs and legatees of Everard 
Mead, deceased reported a bill for their relief; 
which was tead, and ordered to a second reading 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, ee 
|. Fhe Committee on - Pensions was discharged 


bd 


The question pending being on the motion of. 


duly elecied members of the 25th Congress, was | 


breach of contract. on the part of the Navy De- 
partment; which was referred to the Committee on. 


Mr. WALKER presented the memorialof san-’ 


| from the further .consideration of the 
D. Bingham. f 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The same Committee was'also discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Silas 
Williams, Humphrey Marshall, John Howe, Ro- 
bert Mann, Benjamin Baneroft, Isaac Bates, 
Catharine Mayhew, and. Ann E. Crittenden. , 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
- reported without: amend ment, the bills. for the re- 

lief of Joseph Dashiells and Nathan Levy, seve- 
rally without amendment. iat eae «oe 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post . 
Office and Post Roads, te which had been referred 
the memorial of Jabez L. White and Asa White, 

reported a bill for their rehef;.. which was read and 
- ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
the Public. Lands, to which had been referred the 
bill to settle eontested claims that have arisen un- 
der the pre-emption laws, reported the same with 
an amendment, striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting a substitute designating what 
classes of claims shall be allowed. 

The Senate took up.the report of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, on the memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Arkansas, in relation to the Osage Indians; 
and after some conversation between Messrs LINN 
and SEVIER, it was, on motion of the former, laid 
on the table, with an understanding to take it cp 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill for the relief of James 
Dunn, without amendment; and also reported ,un- 
favorably on the bill to grant a township of-land to 
the French University at St. Louis. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill supplementary 
to the act to provide for the adjustment of titles to 
lots in the tawn of Detroit. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the memorial praying for 
the creation of a board to ‘settle certain titles to 
land in Wisconsin, moved to be discharged from 
the further. consideration thereof, inasmuch as the 
power already existed by Jaw in the receivers of 
the land offices to adjust those titles: the motion 
was agreed to. 

The bill to amend the act in addition to the act 
for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United States, and to repeal the acts therein men- 
tioned, approved the 20th April, 1818, was read 
the read time and passed.. 

Mr. PRESTON made some few remarks in re- 
lation to the question which had been taken the 
previous day to reconsider the vole, making the 
sub-Lreasury bill the order of the day for Tuesday 
fortnight. He felt much surprised to find, on con- 
ing to the Senate this morning, that such a course 
had been pursued; the vote on the occasion was 
less in number than the original vote, and he there- 
fore expressed a hope. that some action might be 
had, by which the time could be fixed for Tuesday 
fortnight, as previously agreed on. If in-order, he 
would therefore move to rescind. the vote. 

[å long and animated discussion here took place 
on a point of order, in which Messrs. KING, 
WALKER, RIVES, CLAY, CALHOUN, CRIT- 
‘TENDEN, WRIGHT, BROWN, and others par- 
ticipated] 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky expressed his regret 
that the vote for reconsideration should have taken 
place on yesterday. Here was a bill with twenty- 
nine or thirty sections, pregnant with interest to the 
people, which had not yet.been printed and spread 
upon our tables, yet we were to be precipitated 
into action, (when three days out of the six had 
already expired.) on a measure more cdicus in 
itself than the far-famed alien and sedition Jaws. 
Why, asked Mr. C. was it pressed here? Why 
was the measure not brought forward in the popu- 
lar branch, to which it properly belongs? Mr. C. 
hoped the time, as originally fixed, would be re- 
stored. i 

Mr. WRIGHT replied to Mr. Cray, saying 
that the charge’ of precipitancy same with a bad 
grace from the gentleman, who, on a former occa~ 
sion, had taunted the committee for not bringing 
forward the measure at an earlier period, 


petition of 


~ $90 a 


Mr. CALHOUN was decidedly opposed to any 
delay ; it was all-important to the commercial in- 
terest of the country that the measure should be 
decided onat once. He thought it Better to fix the 
fiest early day for the consideration of this very 
important bill, when the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance coul: make his explanations 
and suggestions ; that, in his opinion, wonld be the 
best mode of proceeding. If gentlemen at that 
time did not find themselves prepared to go on with 
the discussion, he, for one; would be disposed. to 
grant it; but would govern himself as the exigency 
of the case might require., 5 : 

Mr. ROANE said, from a desire to exteui any 
possible courtesy to those who asked for 2 lenger 
time for consideration on this all important matter, 
he would, as he.had voted with the majority yes- 
terday fora reconsideration, move to reconsider 
that vote. ai 
The discussion having been continued for some 
time, ; f 8 

Mr. WALKER moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 5 : 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky called for the ayes and 
noes, which were erdered; when there appeared for 
the motion 19, against it 27, as follows: fs 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nites, 
Norvell, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wright 
andjYoung—19. f 5 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, N icholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Webster and White—97. 

Mr. CALHOUN still pressed an early conside- 
rance of the bill: southern interests were already 
suffering. PA. tae ed 

Mr. CRITTENDEN opposed the measure. 

Mr. RIVES thought the delay of a few days 
could be a matter of no consequence to the com- 
mercial interests of the country, but would be of 
vast importance to Senators. He thought the 
time before fixed on would have a tendency to ac- 
celerate rather than retard the public ‘business; by 
that period every Senator could digest the subject, 
and prepare his mind for prompt action, Ffere 
‘was a bill which the committee had been’six or seven 
weeks in preparing, and when seven or eight days 
were asied, to prépare to meetthe measa re, gentle- 
men were disposed to deny us even that time. Was 
there any thing unreasonable in asking such a post- 
ponement? Ifithad taken seven weeks to prepare 
this bill, with all the aid and stimulus of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina to help it on, should we; 
who were opposed to the measure, be denied a few 
days? He trusted not. : 

Mr. BROWN spoke at length against.the mo- 
tion to reconsider. He thought the ‘sooner a deci- 
sive and prompt’action was had on the subject, the 
better for the interests of the people and the Go- 
vernment. He did not know how gentlemen could 
reconcile the inconsistency of their conduct in rela- 
tion to the matter. When the friends of the Admi- 
nistration were desirous of bringing it forward, they 
were charged with a disposition to force it upon the 


consideration of the Senate at an early and impro- . 


per period, When they were preparing and arrang- 
ing its details, they were charged with dilatoriness, 
and taunted witli a wish to surrender the question, 
It had been said, in and out of the House, that we 
did not intend to carry through the measure; that it 
was a mere ad captandum, gotten up for political 
effect. He, (Mr. B.) as one of its friends, was 
willmg to.give an earnest of his desire to pro- 
secute it to a complete fulfilment. Never did any 
thing come with a worse’grace than these cóm- 
plaints from the source they do. Ju a discussion 
which took place in this body some weeks since, it 
was asked, and sneeringly asked, “ Why did 
not the Committee cn Finance bring forward 
their Sub-Treasury scheme, instead of a pica- 
yune bill for this ten miles square?” And 
when the commercial and other interests of this 
great country were requiring that Congress should 
act promptly on this matter, we are told that we 
are endeavoring “to force upon them a system 


‘in 1803, up to the period when the ‘claim was made 


TOW. , ue f 
M7. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the location of pre-emption certificates by 


. referred to the-Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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more odious than the alien`and sedition law itself.” . 
Sir, (said Mr. B.) this system, thas denounced by 

the friends of a paper currency, was the system’ of 
the framers of the Constitution, and wiser and bet- 
ter men never lived.” Banks were never contem- 
plated by the fathers of the Constitution as agents | 
of Government, ahd experience had shown us that’ 
the Government should not again pat it in their 
power to embarrass its operations. Mr. B. thought 
we were‘bound by every consideration not to delay 

the subject any longer, and he trusted the motion 

would not prevail. f 7 ; 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider the vote of yesterday, and carried by a 
vote of 23 to. 20, as follows: ~ a 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard,’ Black, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roan, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, and White—23. . 

.NAYS—Messts Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay óf. Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Falten, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of | 
Connecticut, Walker, Wright, and Young—20,. 


ripe 


The question to. reconsider the vote of yester- | 
day being carried, the question was then taken on 
fixing the day for making this bill the special or- 


der, when Tuésday week was agreed on by vote of | 


23 to 20. ; 
The CHAIR communicated a report received 
from the Secretary of the Treasury,.in obedience 
to a resolution of the’ Senate, showing the amoiint 
of specie received at the land offices, &c: which 
was laid on the table, and’ ordered to be printed. 
The bill for the relief of the exéeutrix of Richard 
W. Meade then came up on its third reading, 
when i no ` 
Mr. WRIGHT rose and addressed the Senate 
until a Jate hour against the bill. He regretted that 
he felt ita paramount duty'to resist it, from consi- 
derations of justice to the country and his own con- 
science. Fle entered into a suceinet history of this 
case from the time of Mr. Méade’s ‘visit to Cadiz 


on this country, under the provisions of the treaty 
with Spain, from which he maintained that Mr. 
Meade had no well-founded claim‘on the United |! 
States, but that the claim was between himself and 
the Government of Spain, growing out of transac- 
tions of a private nature ‘The bill, in its present 
shape, it was true, appropriated nothing; but it 
nevertheless delegated the important powers of Con: 
gress.to three individuals, which course, he con- 
ceived, whatever might be the virtues and acquire- 
ments of the gentlemen, (and he did not believe 
three better could be found,) was dangerous in 
itself, and. wrong in principle. Even if the com- 

ission to whom it was proposed to. refer it should 
decide Against the claim, still the passage of-the bill 
by the Senate might be looked on hereafter'as a 
solemn recognition of the justice of the claim. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the further con- 
sideration of this bill was postponed until to-mor- 


the register of the Jand office at Batesville, Arkan- 
sas, under act of 26th May, 1834: read twice, and 


‘time to time. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate -pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business a 
and soon after 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Jan. 19, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD,. 

Who adveried, as a reason for making it, to the 
importance of thell, in relation to the Canada 
frontier, sundry bills from-the Senate, lying on the 
Speaker's tab'e, were taken up, read a rst ani se- 
cond time, and referred to their appropriate stand. 


ing commiliees. : 

‘The bill enduled an actto amend the act.of:18 18, 
for the punishment of certain: crimes against the 
United States, [viz, to provide fer. the hetter protec- 
tion of the western frontier] was read twice, and 

bd 


‘On motion of Mr. HOWARD, < : 
Referred to the Commitice on Forefgn Affairs. 
The following’ bills were also. tead twice, and 


‘ commited to the “appropriate ‘standing committees: 


An act forthe relief of certain’ persons therein 
named. Bet dat go des ate hye vee 

An act for the relief of Samuel Ferguson: 
` An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis Ca- 
Zeal. o, : i 

An act for the relief of John M’Cartney. 

An act for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket... - : ae oe 

VAn act for the relief of Catherine E. Clitherall. 

“An act for the relief of Thomas A. Smith.” 

An act to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
just and pay to Benjamin. Murphy, of Arkansas, - 
the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, taken. by 
the Cherokee Indians in the year 1828. 

An act for the relief of. the owners of the ship 
‘Alleghany, and their legal representatives. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
Executive communications: ; ah 

1. Prom the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the officers charged with the Topographi- 
cal bureau of the survey of Provincetown harbor, 
Massachusetts. ; ; 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, laid on the ta- 
ble, and on motion of Mr. REED, 1,000 copies, of 
the chart ordered.to be engraved. By er ae 

2. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the ammount of postages paid on letters 
and papers transmitted by Express mail. 

“On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, referred to 
the Committee on. the Post Office and Post Roads. 
. 3, From. the Secretary of War, transmitting an 
abstract of all the pension laws now in force, to- 
gether with the instructions issued thereunder from 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD. laid on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD moved to print 5,000 extracopies. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved 10,000; which ‘was 
agreed to. Pec? y 


f CANADA. AFFAIRS. . 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ‘the President of the United States 
be requested, if not incompatible with the publie 
interests, to communicate to. this House any in- 
formation possessed by him, respecting the capture 
and destruction -of ..the ssteamboat Caroline: at 
Schlosser, during the night...of" the Ith of Decem- 
ber Jast; -and the‘murder. of citizens of the United . 


“States oñ board, andali the particulars thereof not 


heretofore communicated.” And. especially to in- 
form the House whether said- capture was autho- 
rized, commanded or sanctioned, or has-been avow- 
ed by the British authorities’. or. officers, or any. of 
them. And, also, what steps have been taken by 
him to obtain satisfaction from the Government of 
Great Britain on account of ‘said outrages. And 
to commtinicate to the House any correspondence 
relative thereto, which has passed between the Go 
vernment of the United States and Great Britain, 
or any ‘of the public authorities of either. 

Objection being made, => 5 : 

Mr. F- moved a suspension of the rule, but the 


- House refused. 


Reports from ‘standing committees ware then 

ealled for. i e y wee 

ota WAYS: AND MEANS., © 

` Mr. CAMBRELENG. reported a bill for the re~ 
lief of Quertier and Albey, of New: Orleans ; 
which was read twice, and postponed till Friday 
next. - i š eba A 
Also, a biil respealing certain provisions of the 
act to alter and. amend the several acts imposing 
duties on imports, approved 14th July, 1832, 

The bill having been read twice, 9 - 

Mr. CAMPRELENG moved to postpone it, for 
further consideration, Ul this day two-weels, 

Mr. TITUS moved its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures; which motion was. sustained 
by. Messrs. TILLINGHAST, BIDDLE, and 
EVERETT, and opposed by Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG and HAYNES, when Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG'S motion was agreed to—ayes 92, noes 69, 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. i 

The House then resumed: the consideration’ of 


` Ae Mississippi elecon case, t e questions pending. 
“being as follows : °° 1 
° Mr. BRONSON moved the. following resolution: 
“Resolved, That Messrs. S: S, Prentiss and T. J. 
“Word are ‘not members. of the 25th Congress, and 
“are not entitled to their séats in the House us such: 
‘The question pending being on the motion :of 
“Mr. Bett; who on yesterday Shoved - to amend by 
__ Sisitrinig out all after the ‘word t Resolved,” and 
follows: “."Phat ‘the’ resolution. ‘of this 
the 3d_of October: Jast; declaring that 


were duly: elected ‘members of the 25th Congress, 
was agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts 


which were material to a correct decision’ of the. | 
question presented, and the same -is hereby, re- 


scinded.” : 

Resolved farther, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
‘Word were ‘daly elected members of the 25th Con- 
“gress, from the State of Misssippi, in November 
last; andare entitled to take their seats as such; 

Mr. “Prentiss, ‘one ‘of the contestants; con- 
‘eluded: his ‘remarks; and “he was followed, very 
brieâiy,, ‘by Mr. GHOLSON, and by Mr. FOSTER, 
York, at some length; when, without con- 
Sladin the’ last gentleman gave way. to. Pee Ai 

te \LSEY, ‘on whose motion, ar 
“The House adjourned. | l 


= 


IN SENATE, : 
. Frinay, January 19, 1837. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition of 
McKee, Harding and Co. and 190 citizens of 
‘Wheeling, Virginia, praying Congress to authorize 
a subscription on the part of the General Govern- 
ment to the stock of the Jeffersonville and New 
Albany Canál Company. 

Mr. SMITH said he had” received the -petition 

: yesterday at too late a period to present it. The 
petitioners include almost the entire business por- 
tion of the citizens of ‘Wheeling, as he understands. 

‘hey represent the object of the petition to be, to 

“enlist Cc 


Ohio, on..the Indiana side, of 
ass steamboats or the largest 


H id, was one of great na- 

tional importance, ana he: hoped and: believed it 
‘would receive from the Committee.on Roads and 
‘Canals, to which he proposed to-refer it, all the 
consideration its importance entilled it to. It was 
one only of a' number of petitions emanating from 


different places on. the Ohio, that would be pre-, 


on: this subject; and as it was 
-a'subject of meré: than’ ordinary ‘importance, he 
asked that the petition might be printed, which was 

“ordered aceprdmelys and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. ` 
Mr. WILLIAMS presented “a memorial from 
sundry citizëns of Portland, Maine, -praying an 
appropriation: for the erection of a beacon on St. 
George’s shoal, in the entrance ‘of that harbor ; 
which was teferred ° “to the Committee on- Naval 
Affairs 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial troin 

_ sundry citizens of Philadelphia -praying that the 
frigate Raritan, now. on the stocks, might be com- 
pleted; which was referred: to: the: Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr NORVELL présented a petition from’ a 
number of Mechanics and other inhabitants of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying that Congress should 
make an appropriation for the completion of the 
construction. of the frigate Raritan, now on the 

> stocks in that city, aS soon as practicable: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Seward 

- Porter; which was referred: to the Committee on 
Commerce. ' 

= On motion of Mr. DAVIS, : 

Resolved; That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
~ furnish to the Senate a list of all articles of mer- 
chandise of import subject to duties and. the Tate 

© öf said duties} also, a list of ail articles of import 
admitted frée of duty. 

‘On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, ` 

“Resolved; That the: Secretary of War be directed 
70 transmit to the Senate a list of all persons and 


sented to: Congre: 


reals in aid of the construction of a canal, 
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orota appointed pension agents, under act 
of the 20th April, 1836, or under any other autho- 
rity 5. and communicate copies of ali orders and 
regulations pi sagcribed to such agents. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered the following 


resolution, which lies one-day on the table: _ 
‘Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of granting to the State of Indiana the pre-emption 
right to the ‘lands obtained By the late treaty with 
the Miami Indians, i in that State, onsuch terms and 


at such price as shall be just, to aid the State inher | 


works of internal improvement. 

The reports of the Committee on Pensions ad- 
verse to the petitions of Robert Mann, John Howe, 
Benjamin Bancroft, Isaac Bates, Catharine Pain- 
ter, Anne E. Crittenden, and sundry cthers, were 


- severally considered and concurred m. 


Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, moved to discharge that commit- 


-tee from the further consideration of the petition of 


Elisha Sutton, and to refer it to the Committee on 
Pensions. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. N. also moved a recommitment of the report 


‘on ‘the petition of William and Henry Fulford, 


with additional documents, which he presented to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The mouon was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of the late 
Richard W. Meade then came- up as the. Hnfinished 
business of yesterday. 

Mr: WALKER addressed the Sénate for some 
time, with much zeal, in favor of the claim, and 
chiefly in answer to the remarks of Mr. Wright of 
yesterday. He maintained that the claim was 
founded in justice, and not to meet it would be a 
violation of every principle of justice; a violation 
of the solemn treaty with Spain, which released 
that: Government from all debts due to our citizens. 

Mr. NILES said he had supported the bill on 
another eccasion, and felt still disposed: to do so, if 
it were modified to suit his views. He thought it 
would be better to so. amend it, that a board might 
report all the facts in the-case, and its opinion in 
relation to the whole. subject, when the Senate 
would be better prepared to act definitely. Mr. N. 
therefore moved an amendment, to the effect that 
the board created by the first section of the bill 
shall report the facts of the case, and the principles 
applicable to. such facts; and whether, in, their opi- 
nion, any thing was due, and what sum of the ori- 
ginal claim of, said Meade. against Spain; and 
whether, in law or-equity, the United States was 
bound to pay said claim te the heirs of R. W. 
Meade. -~ 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished that the Scuator 
would withdraw his amendment. He thought it 
calculated to produce ‘delay, and to embarrass the 
final passage of the bill. There was no danger, as 
had been remarked before, about other claims 
growing out of the passage of this act. The clair 
of the Meades stood isolated and alone: [Here 
Mr. C. went into a long detail of all the cirenm- 
stances connecied with the case, contending for the 
justice of the claim, andthe injury the family of 
the Meades had sustained by the long delay of the 
Government to. do them justice.] 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to recommit ihe bill, 


-with instructions to amend it, by striking out the 


second section, and substituting that offered by the 
Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Niles.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN was of opinion that the best 
course would be to pass the bil in its present 
shape. Congress had already spent more time ia 
the discussion of this subject than would pay the 
claim (large as it was) twice over. He would an- 
dertake to say that the claim might be examinod, 
item by item, by every Senator, and that no more 
would be known when they were done than when 
they began, and that the opinions of no two Se- 
nators would be alike on its merits. He thought 
no better mede could. be adopted than that of 
reference to a board of three commissioners ; and 
those named here were as competent as any under 
the Government, and, in fact, there was no other 
way of getting rid of it. ; 

Mr. HUBBARD. was opposed tothe elain in 
all its features: he did not believe-in ‘its justices; 
but if it.were correct, by adopting the amendment, 


. 


he shouid then have a distinct opinion expressed, 
which would in trath expedite its liquidation rather 


than retard it. And besides, we should not dele- 
gate the powers of Congress to individuals; he 
was opposed in principle to any such proceeding. 
Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not 
prevail; it was the same in substance, though not 
in language, with the one offered by the Senator 
from New Hampshire on another occasion, and 
lost. It was not possible for any board to examine 
the case, and report on it, in time for the‘action of 
Congress this session. There were over . three 
thousand documents to be examined, and the 


| whole trdnsactions in the case exceeded , four 


millions of dollars, being from 1807 to 1814. 
Can any Senator believe it possible to do so? The 
thing was impossible! He would undertake to say, 
that if that course were pursued, the youngest child 
of the Meades would not be living to see it per- 
fected. Why did the Senator object to the refer- 
ence? If he were satisfied to vote on the opinion 
of a board, expressed in- favor of the claim, why 
not on their final decision on the claim itself. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied, that though he had 
entire confididence in the individual’s named, yet 
it would be involving principles which he was not 
disposed to sanction." 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, made some few 


observations in favor of recommitting the. bill. 


He had not had sufficient light to enable him to 
vote‘on the bill understandingly. 

The question was then put on Mr. HUBBARD'S 
motion to recommit.. © 

Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays, 
when there appeard for the motion 17, against it 
24, as follows: - 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, Morris, Niles, Pierce, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Tipton, Williams, Wright, and Young— 
17. 

NAYS—Allen, Bayard, Black, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clayof Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Knight, Lumpzin, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Suothard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, and Walker— 
24. 

The question then recurring on the passage. of 
the bill— 

Mr. WALKER asked for. the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WRIGHT oieredis a few observations not 
distiuctly heard, 

The question being pu, s was carried by a vote of 
23 to 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay of Kentacky, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, King, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Norvell, “Preston, Rives, Roane, Sourh- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tallmade, and Walker—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Davis Hubbard, Lumpkin, Morris, 
Pierce, Robbins, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Tipton, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—16 i 


The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
-  Saruspay, Jan. 20, 1838. 


Reports from standing committees were called 


for. 


WAYS AND MEANS, 
` Mr. CAMBRELENG made an adverse report 
on the memorial of Lewis Feuchtwanger, propos- 
ing a substitution of German silver for copper coin; 
also, an adverse report on the petition of the pro- 
prietors of the Neopolitan indemnity stock [for the 


Government to assume it,] both of which were 


laid on the table. 

Mr. M°KiM reported a bill for the relief of Zan 
chariah Jellison. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Sylvester Phelps and the heirs and legal re- 
presentativ es of Charles Landon dec'd. 

JUDICIARY. , 

Mr. BRUYN report teda bit for the relief of John 
Balch, Jr. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG reported Senate bill, 


122 


with an amendment, for the relief of James 
McCrory. ` 

Also, Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. 
John Ramsey, deceased, with an-amendment. 

Also, Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Frederick Seigle, with an amendment. 

Ty MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr, COLES reported a bill to carry into effect 
the resolutions of the Continental Congress, for 
erecting monuments to the memory of certain Ge- 
neral officers of the Revolution, and for erecting a 
marble column at Yorktown, in Virginia. 

i FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. HOWARD reported a bill to provide for the 
satisfaction of the claims due to certain American 
citizens for spoliations committed on their com- 
merce prior to the 32st of July, 1801—(the French 
spoliation claim.) ` 

Mr. H. moved the printing of two thousand ex- 
tra copies of the report. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that when this“ 
subject was under the consideration of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs two or three years ago, 
two statements were prepared, one in favor of the 

. Claim and the other against it, and Mr. C. suggestéd 

~: that both these statements be printed. 

co Mr, HOWARD replied that they were included 
in the documents accompanying the preseut report, | 
as were all the reports made on former occasions. | 

Mr. CUSHING remarked that the subject of 
this report interested a large number of persons, 
and as it was not long, he would ask for its read- 
ing, which was ordered. 

The bill having been twice, was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and two thousand extra copies of the report and 
documents ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING called up the resolution report- 
ed by him on the 12th inst. trom the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, requesting the President of the 
United States to consider the propriety of entering 
into negotiations with the court of Denmark, for 
the purpose of obtaining therefrom a just and equit- 
able indemnification for the value of two prizes 
taken by Com. Paul Jones. 

[As explained by Mr. HOWARD, these were 
two British vessels captured by Com. Jenes, in 
1797, taken to Denmark, and released by the Da- 
nish Government on the applicauion of the British, 
Minister, on the ground that the United States 
were not then an independent Government.] 

Mr. TALIAPERRO wished the subject pest- 
poned till to-morrow, to enable him to prepare a 
more detinite preposition for the recovery of ihis | 
claim, the justice of which had once been admitted 
by the Government of Denmark, and a sum of 
money tendered, but refused. He was opposed to 
leaving it to the discretion of any body, bat sug- 
gested a modification requesting the President to 
cause to be carried out the resolution of the Conti- 
nental Congress on the'subject, by opening an im- 
mediate negotiation therefor, 

Mr. CUSHING replied in support of the resolu- 
tion, and in opposition to the proposed modifica- 
tion. He contended that the Continental Congres 


from which emanated the first resolutions on the | 


subject, was an [executive Congress, whereas the 
present Congress was not; therefore, it would be 
improper to re-adopt those resolutions, because the 

` present Congress possessed no powers to compel, 

` any action on the part of the President; bat could 
only make suggestions and recommencations Mr. 
C. recapitulated the facis, of the case, and ex- 
plained that the Government of. Denmark had 
given up the prizes to the British, on the ground 
that they had been taken piratically, and that the 
thirteen colonies of America were in a state of re- 
bellion at the ume. : 

Mr C's remarks were arrested by the expiration 
of the morning hour. ' 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House resumed the report of the Commit- 
tee of Elections, with the motion of Mr. Broxson, 
and the amendment proposed by Mr. BELL. 

Mr. FOSTER resumed his remarks from yester- 
May, and spoke. at- great length in reply to Mr. 
“Prentiss; and, after speaking for upwards of 
two hours, gave way to Mr. DE GRAFF, cn 
whose motion, the House adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i - Monvay, Jan. 22, 1838. : 
CHEROKEE MEMORIAL. > 
Mr. EVERETT moved that the House take up 
the memorial of a Delegition of the Cherokee na- 
tion, remonstrating against the treaty of New Echo- 
ta of December, 1835, presented by -him on Mon- 
day last, and lying over. u 
Mr. E. explained that he did not desire to debate 
it, but merely to move its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. A: ; 
Mr. OWENS objected to the memorial being ta- 
ken up, and called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, which were ordered. ` 
Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired whether it would 


tion when the State of Vermont should be called 
for petitions? s 

_ The CHAIR replied that it was equally in order 
now. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired further whether 
the memorial Would net come up as a matter of 
course when that State was called, having been 
presented by a gentleman therefrom? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not under the 
new rales. 

The House determined to consider the memorial— 
yeas 86, nays 83. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to refer the memo- 
rial to the Committee en Jadian Affairs, with in- 
structions ‘ to report the facts in the ease.” 

Mr. HAYNES moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. Gi agin fe | 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays on: 
that motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE inquired if it would be in order to 
call for the reading of the memorial. ; 

The CHAIR replied that it would not, on a mo- 
tion to Jay on the table. 

Mr. WISE wished to know how the House 
could vote understandingly on a subject. it had 
never heard read? 2... 

The CHAIR said the question had been so de- 
cided. by his predecessor, and assented to by the 
House. : 

Mr. OWENS informed the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia that the memorial, and all the accompanying 
„papers, had been printed under the order of the 
House, and laid on the tables of the members. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative—yeas 93, nays 94, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bick- 
nc, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, Buchanan, 


Bypam, Cambrejer 
Coles, Cra 


ewart, Sioue, Faylor, 'Toncey, 
n Weeks, Javed W. Wiliams, Wor- 


thington, and Vell—-93. 
NAYs—Messis. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycri 


Bell, Baad, Borden,- Bri 
hoon, Wiliam B. 
Cheatham, Chil 
Crockett, Curti 


William B. Calhoun, John Ci 
i, William B. Carter, Chambers, 
Clowney, Cofin, Corwin, Cranston, 

ington, Davee, Davies, De- 
is, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fietchor, 
Nice Garlan, Goode, William Gra- 
aconnell, Hai, Halstead, Parlan, Harper, Hastings, 


wes, Hemy, Herod, Tioman Hopkins, Henry Johnson, 

p W. ©, Johnson, Leadbetter, Lincoin, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maxwell, MeKennan, Mercer, Mathias Mortis, 
Caivary Morris, Murray. N rN e, Patterson, 


ey, 
E es Shepard, 
ny ro, Tillinghast, 
re Albert S, , doln White, 
ams, Christopher H. Wir 


i 
| 
H 
| 
Pearce, Peck, Popa, Potis, Rar 
Russell, Sawyer, Augustine 
Sibley, Smith, Souih 
ET |, Underwood, We 
UE Viiudesey, Sher 
i 
| 
i 
I 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
{ 


Hams, Wise.and Yorke 04, 2 

So ihe House refused to lay the subject on` the. 
table, and the question recurring on Mr. EVE- 
| RETT'S motion to commit with the instruction. 
Mr. HAYNES rose, and said that if they were to 
i have a Cherokee war, he believed it was as well to 
have itthen asat any other stage of the proceedings, 
and he therefore moved the indefinite postponement 
of the whole sniject 

Mr. EVERETT was unwilling to go into a dis- 
cussion of this matter before the facts of the case 
were reported upon; but if we must have a discus- 
sion at this lime, he would take occasion to make 
a few remarks at present in felation to this memo- 


H 


| 


í> 
ae 


not be in order for the gentleman to submit his mo- | 


_ gress, from the State of Mi; 


rial. He. cons it-a. question of very. great 
magnitude, 


sidered: it ol 
of perhaps as great magnitude as any 


.which would present itself to the consideration of ~ 


the House at the present session, and he was sur- 
prised to find that motions should. be made, tolay 
it upon the table for the, purpose of preventing. a 


` hearing of these petitioners....The question was of 


importance, not ônly so far as it-.related to. the 
righis of the Cherokees, but.so far as it related to 
the character of the American Government. There 
were many. things which recommended the memo- 
rialists to the favorable consideration of the House. 
This tribe has at all times been friendly to the 
United States, and he was gratified 10 see. it stated, 
in a speech of an officer of the Government, that 


| they had stood side by side with us heretofore, 


fighting for the common cause of liberty; and. on 
this ground he looked upon them as being entitled 
to the consideration of the House and the na- 
tion. It- was also to be recollected that these 
people had arrived at a high state of civiliza- 
tion, as nearly as much so as those of our 
inhabitants in that vicinity. This treaty, then, 
which they complain. of, when. ‘carried into 
force, proposes to remove them from their homes 
which have been improved and made comfortable, 
and send them into the’ wilderness to seek new 
abodes. Thisseemed to be.-doing them injnstice, 
and of all the various species of injustice, that is most 
intolerable which cloaks itself under legal forms. 
There might be gréat injustiee.done to these people 
from other causes, but they -were as nothing com- 
pared with this which they now complain of. We 
tobe sure have a treaty, and that treaty has been 
ratified by the Senate, but they assert that this 
treaty was not the act of the nation, and they ask 
this House to inquire into the facts of the case. 
They state that their nation consists of about eigh- 
teen thousand persons, while the treaty was made 


| by about eighty, and that this eighty were unautho- 


rized by the nation. Now the Government had 
evidence of a treaty being made, but as it was not’ 
made by the Cherokee nation, as these memorialists 
represented, he would ask whether it would be ex- 
pedient to plunge the country in a war, for the pur- 
pose of carrying it into effect.. “At any rate, he 
trusted the House would not refuse to consider this 
memorial, and inquire into the facts set forth by 
the memorialists. 
_ The CHAIR here-announced that the hour had 
ärriyed for proceeding to the special order of the 
“Mr. HOPKINS gave-notive of a motion to re- 
papsider the vote refusing to. lay the’ subject on the 
table. ~ eee ee i 

The CHAIR having entertained the motion by 
directing its entry on the journal, 

Mr. MERCER raised the point of order, that 
the motion could not intervene in the remarks of 
the gentleman from Vermont, and insisted upon 
the entry of his objection on the journal -. 

The subject was then ordered to lic over, the 
special ordercoming up. ~“ ; 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House. then resumed the consideration of 
the Mississippi election case, the question being on 
the following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. 
BRONSON of New York: 

Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not members of the 25th Congress, 
and are not entitled to seats in this House as such. 

And the amendment of Mr. Ber. to strike out 
all afier the word “ resolved,” and to insert one to 
the following effect, viz: that the resolution of the 
House of the 3d of Octeber last, declaring that 
Messrs. Guotson and CLAIBORNE were duly elected 
members of the 25th Congress, was agreed to: with- 
out a knowledge of all the facts which were mate- 
oo the case, and the same is hereby rescinded. 
Fa Bai ~ 

Resolved, futher, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
g l sippi, in November 
lust, and are eniitled to take their seats as such, 

Mr. FOSTER resumed his remarks in: support 
of the sitting members, in opposition to the con- 
testants, and’ in reply. to Mr. Prentiss, one of 
the latter. Without concluding, Mr F, eave way to 

Mr. BRONSON, on whose motion, | 2 

The House adjourned, i f 


~ Vetúor of the State of Vermont, asking Congress:to 


. Milnor, 
- to. be 


Siale of Mississippi, resigning his seat in the Se- ` 


-Harlaem Railroad- Company, praymg -permission 


-IN SENATE, B 
< MONDAY; Jan. 221838. > : 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT communicated: a let- 

ter from the Hon, Jonn. Brack, Senator. from: the 


nate of the United States; which was read. 


Mr. SWIFT presented. a memorial fromthe Go 


extend the franking. privilege to the Governors -of 
the States: laid. on the table. x - 
‘Mr. “WRIGHT: presenteil the petition of the 


to import-iron. for the use of their road free of duty: 
referred tothe Committee on Finance. | Pe 
Mr. BUCHANAN? presented.the petition of Ro- . 
bert ‘Milnor, late United States gauger for the port 
of Philadelphia, praying ‘remuneration for certain 
gauging ifistruments purchased by hitb for the use 
of the-United States... Also, the. petition of Robert. - 
i or himself and John Thompson, praying 
: i ensated for- extra; gauging’: both. of 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. : 


“Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of 4,757. |} 


‘women of Philadelphia, praying Congress to abo- 


‘dish slavery in the District of Columbia, the Terri- 


toriés. of the United States, and to suppress the slave _ 


trade between the different States. Also, a memo- 
rial of. ninety-eight women of Chester county, 
Pennsylyania, of similar import. ` Also, a memorial . 
from Robert. McAlister and: others, praying Con- 


' «gress to abolish slavery immediately in the District 


of Columbia, ` | ; 
On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the question as, 


. tothe reception.of the above petitions was laid on 


the table... 067 


ee Mr- SWIFT presented a number: of petitions 


= from: Vermont, praying for the:abolition of slavery 


the of Columbia,.and to prohibit the 
Ves. frorn'o 


OU, 


ne State to another. 
e reception of them were, 
NGE, laid on the table. ` 


. Michigan, praying Congress to abolish slavery in 


the. District of Columbia, Also, a petition from 
384 -anales of, the same county; praying Congress 
to prohibit ‘the domestic'slave trade among the se- 
veral States. Also, a petition from 414 male inha- 


| þitants of the same county, praying. Congress not to 


‘z annexation of Texas to the Union. n. 
. a8 to receiving. these petitions was laid on the table; H 


‘admit any new State into’ the Union whose consti- 
tution tolerates domestic slavery:, Also, a petition 
rom 387 males of the same county, praying Cén- 
gress-to abolish slavery and the slave trade in those 
Territories “of the United States where they -exist. 
The motion :to*receive said petitions was. laid on 
the table.) 5. fe te so 
Mr: LYON also: presented the petition of John 
Ryley, of St. Cair county, Michigan, -praying. the 
confirmation of his title tòca tract of land in said 


county: referred.to the Committee.on Pablit Lands. - 


Mr: BUCHANAN: presented the petition of a 
number of women of Chester county, Perinsylva- 
nia,. praying Congress. to abolish slavery in the 

` District of Columbia, and the slave trade between 
the States. get apes f 

On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the question of 
reception was laid on the table.. - "n 

Mr. BUCHANAN’ presented: the petition of a 
number of citizens ‘of Philadelphia, remonstrating 


against the annexation of ‘Texas to the Union: laid | 


on the table. ; 
Mr. MORRIS presented a number of memorials 
from. citizens of Ohio, praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the, District of Columbia, praying Can- 
gress to. probibit the transfer of slaves from one 
‘State to-another; and remonstrating against the 
The question 


oo witi the exception of those relating to Texas; 
which were received, and laid on the table.. 


-o Ehe VICE PRESIDENT also: communicated 4. 

< -Teport from the Post Office Deparment, in compli- - 
- ance with the resolution of June:25, 1836, showing 
_ the emoluments derived by-the deputy postmasters 
. from their boxes, dnd the amounts charged.oneach _ 
box: laid'on the table, and ordered to be printed. ` 


-of a new and improved Napier. press, reported the 
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‘Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial of 
Mr. Feuchtwanger, of Philadelphia, praying Con- 
gress to substitute the German silver, of his inven- 
tion, for the copper coin of .the United. States, 
moved thatthe committee be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof, and that the-report of | 
the -director of the Mint on the subject, be printed; 
which motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the memorials of S. Mor- 
‘tis Waln and others, and’ Zenas Wood, severally 
made unfavorable reports thereon. 


A ; j 
- Mr. WRIGHT, from 'the same committee, to |} 


which had: been referred the bill allowing James | 
Watson. Webb to import, free of.duty, the model 


same with amendments, which were read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Commiitee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the House bill 
No. 93, for the relief of Henry , reported 
the same unfavorable, and said that when it should 
come up, he was instructed to move that it be in- 
definitely postponed. : 

Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, to which 
-had been referred the bill for the relief of Winthrop 
Sears, reported. thé same without amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of Gen. Thomas Sumpter of South.Caroli- 
na, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said, in compliance with a re- 
solution of the Senate, a communication from the 
War Department has been made, and has been ly- 
ing on your table for a week or more past, furnish- 
ing copies of the correspondence held with that De- 
‘partment in connection with the subject of the exe- 
cution of the Cherokee treaty of 1835. 

Mr. TIPTON inquired. if the document which 
the Senator referred to was the memorial of John 
Ross and others, presented at the last session, and. 
laid on the table. È 

Mr. LUMPKIN replied that it was not, and 
again explained the natare of the document. 

My object (continued Mr. L.) in rising at this 
time, is to ask for the printing of the communica- 
tion referred. to, together with the accompanying 
correspondence... Although I have not had an op- 
portunity of examining fully what has been .com- 
municated upon this subject, I take it for granted 

` that the requirements -of the resolution have been 
complied. with; and if so, I deem it important 
that the Senate and the country should, without 
delay, be put in possession of the information 

‘communicated. The importance which I attach 
to having this information. diffused, arises from the 
consideration that it will tend effectually to disa- 
buse the minds of those who labor under the mis- 
apprehension which has been created by Mr. John 
Ross and his associates.in regard to the validity of 
the treaty referred to. 

While Mr. Ross continues to protest against the 
‘validity of the treaty, and is remonstrating to every . 
department of the Government against its execu- 
tion, this communication will show that the Go- 
vernment not only considers the treaty the su- . 
preme law of the land, but has steadily progres- 
‘sed in its execution, and that the treaty has actually, 
to-a very great extent, been already executed. 
That much, very much, has been done towards the 
execution of the treaty, which cannot be undone. 

With me, sir, the présent condition of the Chero- 
kee people is a subject of great solicitude. In what- 
ever light I may be viewed here or elsewhere in re- 
gard to my feelings and policy towards this peeple, 
T am conscious that the day will come, and is not 
now far distant, when my course of policy towards 
these people, from first to last, will receive the ge- 
neral approbation of all those who are well in- 

- formed on the subject. At this moment, sir, nothing 
hinders the consummation of this treaty with the 
Cherokee people, which would mate them not only 
comfortable, but place within their reach the means 
‘of making them. the most independent and best pro- 
vided for people of any community in these United 
States, but the opposition of Mr. John Ross and hisas- 


| sociates, aided as they are by many influential and 


talented individuals, whom I am forced to believe 
are laboring under great misapprehension, in re- 
gardto the true state and condition of these people, 
and the impending dangers which are threatening” 
them at the present moment. - 

This treaty, sir, has been made and ratified ac- 
cording to the forms of our Constitutions It was 
negotiated with a-delegation of the Cherokee peo- 


: ple, who, in point of intelligence, patriotism, educa- 


tion, morality and probity of. character, will not 
only bear a fair comparison with Mr. Ross and 
his delegation, now perhaps in. the hearing of my 
voice, but they would gain by a comparison with 
any delegation of the aboriginal race who have 
ever negotiated and signed a treaty with the United 
States. 

I have seen, and read, sir, Mr. Ross’s memorial, 
and its appendages, to the present Congress, which 
has been printed by the other branch of Congress, 
and laid upon our tables. In that memorial, he 
greatly derogates from the character, and impugns 
the motives, of the individuals who negotiated. and 
signed the treaty of 1835. And that document be~ 
ing printed and cirevtated by order of one branch 
of Congress, I will now notify the Senate that. I 
have in my possession a document, written by Mr. 
Elias Boudinot, late Editor of the Cherokee Phœ- 
nix, and one of the principal agents who negotiated 
and-signed the. late treaty of 1835, in the nature of 
areply to the various allegations contained in the 
writings of Mr. Ross herein referred to. Mr. Boudi- 
notis a nian of education, refinement, probity, and 
high moral sense and character, and has at all times 
been the able and efficient advocate and defender 
of the rights of his people. Te has been with them 
in their six troubles, and is not disposed to forsake 
them in their seventh. If left to his guidance, he 
would gently lead them out of all the difficulties by 
which they are now surrounded, and piant them in 
a land of excellent promise. Mr. Boudinot is not 
only a nominal Cherokee; he is identified by blood 
and feeling with these people, having but little mix- 
ture of the white blood in his veins. 

The propriety of printing the .commnnication, 


‘and reply to which I have adverted, arises from the 


fact, that the Cherokee people are kept in a state 
of delusion and misaprehension-in regard to their 
present condition. They unfortunately believe 
that Mr. Ross is here, doing something to abrogate 
or overturn the late treaty, and no doubt many of 
them. believe that no valid treaty has been: made. 
This is a ruinous delusion to these. unfortunate 


people, for the time is now drawing to a close 


when they must take their departure for their new 
homes in the West. The time stipulated for their 
final departure is in May next; and when the time 
arrives; go they must: no power can obrogate ot 
overturn -this treaty. And these people, instead of 
being kept back by the operations of Mr, Ross, 
ought to yield to the advice of better friends, 
who stand ready to take them by the hand, and 
lead tiem forth to their promised land of rest, 
where Į trnst these unfortunate people will cease 
to be troubled by the white population. Payments 
have been made-under the provisions of this treaty 
to a very large amount. Nine-tenths of the most 
intelligent and wealthy Cherokees: have availed 
themselves of the advantageous and liberal 
pfovisions of the treaty, and have become 
recipients under its provisions, and have and 
are going to the West. The only difficulty is 
with the ignorant and deludcd, who are still 
looking to the operations of Mr. Ross and his 
delegation, who, I understand, still remain here, 
and I am informed are writing letters honie that 
their prospects are encouraging. Now, every one 
here very well knows that this treaty will be cxe- 
cuted; bnt these unfortunate:-Cherokees are still de- 


_luded throngh the channel pointed out. 


Mr. TIPTON now understood the document to 
which the Senator from Georgia alluded; and he 
was highly in favor of printirg ite” Not under- 
standing at first what the document was that the 
Senator wished to print, he was under the impres- 
sion that it was the memorial of John Ross, whose 
conduct in staying: in this city, and writing home 
letters to his people, to induce them to oppose ob- 
s:acles in the way of the execution of the treaty, 
was producing the most injurious effects, not only 
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to the Cherokees themselves, but to the Go- 
verument. As this treaty had been executed 
almost entirely, with the exception only of so far 
as related to that small portion of the tribe yet ad- 
hering to John Ross, he thought it highly desirable 
that the doeuments should be published, that the 
gountry might properly: appreciate its beneficial 
tendencies—that the. pernicious counsels of John 
Ross might be counteraeted, and-that it might be 
shown to the world at large that the Government 
was resolutely determined, mildly, but firmly, to 
carry out with this people its benevolent policy of 
‘removing them from their present dangerous situa- 


tion, without which it is impossible the race can be` 


preserved. : 

‘The question then being taken on printing 500 
extra copies of the communication from the War 
Department, it was agreed to. : 

‘Mr. LUMPKIN then offered the following re- 
solution, which was considered and adopted : 

Whereas, A memorial, acccompanied by va- 
rious other documents, of a delegation of the Chero- 
kee nation of. Indians, remonstrating against the 
validity of the Cherokee. treaty of 1835, has been 
printed by order of the House of Representatives ; 
and whereas said memorial: and documents not 
Only eall in question the validity of said treaty, but 
greatly derogate from the character, and impugn 
the motives, of those individuals of the Cherokee 
nation who negotiated and sighed said treaty on 
the part of the nation: : 

And whereas, Elias Boudinot, late editor of the 
Cherokee Phenix, and one of the principal agents 
of the Cherokee nation, who negotiated and signed 
Said treaty, haswritten a reply to the various alle- 
gations set forth in the memorial referred. to: 
therefore he it i 

Resolved, That -fifteen hundred copies of the 


reply of Mr. Boudinot referred to bè published for- 


the use.of the Senate. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Samuel 
“Potter, which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. l ' : i 

REGULATION OF STEAMBOATS. 

The bill to provide for the better security of the 
Aives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
-whole or in part by steam, being taken up— ; 

The chairman having explained the amend- 
ments suggested by the committee, they were seve- 
rally concurred in. The amendments were to 
strike out all in the fifth section, relating to testing 
the strength and soundness of the boilers, by the 
application of a hydraulic pressure equal to three 
times the pressure boilers were allowed ‘to carry. 

In the sixth section, striking ont all relating to 
the same, as in the preceding section. 

The seventh section was also so amended as to 
strike out that part which related to. keeping the 
engine in motion sufficient to work the pump, and 
give the necessary supply of water, to keep the 
steam down to what it was when the boat was un- 

der head-way. : 

The eighth section was so amended as to com- 
pel all boats over two hundred tons to. carry not 
less than three long boats or yawls capable of car- 
rying twenty persons each— : 

The tenth section was stricken out, which cor- 
pelled a descending boat to shut off steam when 
within one half mile of an ascending boat; and per- 
mitting the boat to float upon the current until the 
ascending boat passed. i : 

Mr. SEVIER thought the 11th section, relating 
to the lights, might be dispensed with also. He 
was of opinion that the lights, as contemplated by 
the bill, would have no other effect than to blind 
and bewilder the pilot. i i : 

Mr, CLAYTON was opposed to striking ont 
the section. -Eë thoughts the lights, as designated, 
would occasion no inconvenience to the pilots, and 

that little expense: would be incurred in fixing 
lights that would notin any manner interfere with 
the vision of those entrusted with the navigation. 

Mr. SEVIER explained that the necessary lights 
were all over the boat, and that there was no diffi- 
culty in.deserying the boat from the fires of the 
furnaces, and lights from the decks and berths. 

Mr, BAYARD thought if lights were required 
by-law, ihat there ought to be two at least. 

Mr. STRANGE thought it better to leave the 
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matter to experienced men, who would, no doubt; 
take all the necessary precautions for the safety of 
boat and passengers. He thought the last. section 
covered all the ground necessary on the occasion, 
which made misconduct, negligence, ‘or natten- 
tion, on the part of the captain, engineer, -or pilot, 
penal. : a : ` aa 

Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the 11th section by 
inserting that “boats running between sunset ani 
sunrise, should carry one or more signal lights that 
might be seen by boats navigating the same routes; 
which amendment was adopted. s 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose to inquire 
of the chairman of the’ committee, whether the 


bill, with the modifications and amendments just’ 


proposed and accepted by the chairman, contained 


| any provision against racing with steamboats, or 


any provision requiring an.examination of the 
pilots and engineers employed on the ‘boats. He 
(Mr. S.) had not been able to ascertain, owing, he 
Supposed, to his not having been able to hear the 


“amendments which had been accepted as modifica- 


tions of the bill by the chairman, whether the bill 
did or did not, as amended, contain these provi- 
sions. He thought it ought to contain them. He 
believed mucin of its desired utility would be lost, 
unless some provisions on these points were incor- 
porated in the bill. He would not, however, anti- 


cipate the reply of the honorable chairman to his l 


interrogatories. as 

Mr. GRUNDY (the chairman):said the commit- 
tee had considered the proposition to require an 
examination of the engineers and pilots employed 
on boats; and although they believed the object to 
be desirable, they ‘had foreseén so much difficulty 
in carrying it into effect, that they had abandoned 


itat this time, believing that it would retard -the | 


operations of the bill, but that it might be resorted 
to with advantage hereafter. 
quiry of the Senator, he- (Mr. G.) thought it pro- 
vided for in the fifteenth section of the bill, which 
was the only provision on the subject. 

Mr. SMITH said he had seen the section of the 
bill which the Senator supposes meets the case to 
which the injury was directed. The Senator was 
certainly mistaken in the object and Jegal operation 
of that section. He (Mr. S.) would read it to show 
that it did net embrace the case. [Mr. S. then read 
the 13th section of the bill.] It appears clear from 
this section, said Mr. S. that it only punishes: the 
offence in cases where life is Jost by the négligence 
or misconduct of the captain, pilot, engineer, or 
other person employed in navigating the boat, This 
provision does net cover the offence he wished to 
punish. He wished to punish the offence of sieam- 
boat racing, whether lives are lost or not. On the 
other portion of his inquiry, he still thought some 
provision of the kind important, as he was well 
satisfied that steamboat disasters frequently occur 
from the absolute ignorance and want of skill of 
those engaged as pilots and engineers. He was 
apprized that there might be some difficulty in car- 
rying into effect this desirable object, yet he woald 
not despair of drafting a section, that would meet 
the object, should no other Senator feel disposed to 
do it, before the bill left the committee. On the 
other branch of the inquiry to which he had first 
alluded, he wonld in a moment draw an amend- 
ment, to come in at the ciose of the section he had 
read to the Senate. ; 

Mr. S. then offered the following amendment: 
“ And every such captain, engineer, or other per- 
son employed as aforesaid in navigating any steam- 
boat or vessel propelled in whole or in pert by 
steam, who shall be guilty of racing with any 
other boat, on any pretext whatever, although no 
loss of life: shall be oecasioned thereby, ‘shall be 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall, upon 
conviction, be fined in any sum not execeding ten 
thousand dollars, ror less than one hundred dollars, 
at the discretion of the eaurt.” 

Mr. BAYARD thought that the explosion should 


“be considered prima facie evidence of negligence 


or inattention, and the burden of proof ought to be 
thrown on the persons concerned in the boat; other- 
wise conviclion wond never follows. All the 
officers would be linked together, ‘and sustain each 
other. Se? aed nde S 

Mr. SEVIER was of the opinion that it would 


As to the other in-. 


be impossible to: carry out thé amendment. He 
thought the thirteenth seétion eyen weni farther 
than. was “necessary. 1f Hifo and’ roperty were’ 
endangered; ‘that provision contained ‘the remedy. 
Tt would be always “difficult to: determine what 
racing’ was. “Boats “left for their destination- by 


| Cozens. at-a time, and that boat which was the 


fastest invariably got ‘all-the passengers. : Persons 
wishing to travel-on the western. waters made it 


` their business to inquire for the boat of the’ greatest 


velocity, “Every one, in travelling, was anxious to 
get on with the least possibly delay; and he had 


„been in boats where the passengers had’ entreated 
‘the captain not to let-the other boats pass them. 


Mr. CLAYTON was opposed to the amendiment. 
It would, in his opinion, be difficult to‘determine 
when boats were racing. He. had been in boats 
which were side by side, and, in other instanees, 


‘not fifty yards distant, the whole ‘trip; and though 


they might appear to be racing to casual observers, 
yet they were. going only at their ordinary. rate. 
He thought that it would be subjecting the masters 
and pilots of these boats to malicious prosecutions. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana begged the indulgence 
of the Senate but for a few moments, while he ‘at 
tempted to sustain his proposition, and to answer 
the objections of Senators who had spoken in oppo- 
sition to it. He (Mr. S.) believed the amendment 
absolutely necessary, to give effect to the bill. The 
13th section, to:which:his amendment:was offered, 
provided only, fór cases where lives:are destroyed. ` 
It punishes the offence after it has occurred, accom- 


‘panied with the loss of life. After-the injury is sus- 


tained, after the boat.and passengers are blown up 
or sunk: it locks the door after the horse. is stolen. 
There was such a thing, as he understood, as pre- 
ventive justice, as well as the punishment of crimes 


| after they had beer’ committed. These distinctions 


ran through the whole catalogue. of offences known 
to our books. We have the different degrees of 
offences and crimes from the simple assault, to the 
killing with malice aforethought, in offences against 
the person. So in all other cases, we have, and we 
punish the different grades of criminal acis and mis- . 
demeanors; and it may well be said that- justice is 
more certain in her aim and purpose in the punish- 
ment of the incipient stagzs of-crime, than she is in 
the more aggravated; for as the punishment rises in 


the scale of consequences, the proofs become more 


difficult, and the punishment more uncertain. 

‘He (Mr. S.) believed’ that. racing-was the inci- 
pient stage of the awful calamities with which’ the 
papers of the day are-filed, occurring by steamboat 
disasters, produced: by bursting of boilers, collaps- 
ing, centusions and contacts with other: boats, 
snags, sawyers, and other solid substances: The 
papers were filled with these most awful calamities 
daily. ‘Phe great dangers. to. which the travelling 
public were, subjected at every point called aloud 
for the most: efficient remedy as a preventive ; and 
he hoped he would not be accused of hostility to 
the-bill, or the section to which he had offered his 
amendment, when he-said that he would rather be 
the means of saving the lives of the crew and pas- 
sengers of one boat, then of punishing, by incar- 
ceration in the walls of a prison, all the surviving 


‘officers of boats that may. be blown up in the 


world. His object was to save lives, not to punish 
survivors; and the surest way to do. this was to 
punish the incipient offences. beforé the final catas- 
trophe ` occurred—to. meet. the. offender at the 
threshold—te stop him at once—to say to him, you 
shali not endanger the lives of your crew and pas- 


Sengers—to meet him in limine—to prevent the co m- 


mission of the offence for which he must suffer, 
under circumstances that could afford no conso'a- 
tion to the dead or dying. : 

The Senator from Delaware (Mr. Clayton) 
thinks the term racing is ‘too uncertain in the 
first place to be defined and proved; and in the se- 
cond place he objects to. the: amendment, because 
he says it will give rise to malicious prosecutions. 
To the first of these petiliois he (Mr. S.) would 
say that the term: was one of very general, and he 
believed well. known; signification; and’ as. to the 
proof, it was like all other facts, it would-be proved 
in the ordinary way; and the: fact. whether the de- 
fendant be-or'hbe not guilty -of racing; will be for 
the jury to determine, From ali the cireumstances of 
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not furnishing life. preservers for each and every 
passenger. How was it possible. for the Captain 
totell how many passengers he was to have? It 
was no uncommon thing fer boats to stop and take 
way passengers for a few miles, and were these 
machines to be prepared for them also? or was the 


_then go. toa shop to procure them?. He thought it 
infinitely better that every traveller should carry 
his own life preserver withhim. He thought this 
feature would render the bill more objectionable 
than-any other in it. ` : are 

r- The question was taken on this amendment and 
lost. ` 


there should be a provision introduced making it 
obligatory on the runners of boats to have at least 
one skilful engineer. Mr. N. adverted to the dan- 
ger thal must ensue from the want of skilful and 


. Section : : ; 
“And it shall be the duty of the owners and 
“masters of steamboats, licensed in pursuance of the 
provisions of this act, to employ on board of their 
_ respective boats at least one skilful and experienced 
engineer; and in case of neglect to do so, the said 
owners and masters shall be held responsible for 
all damages to the property or any passengers on 
board of any boats, occasioned by an explosion of 
the boiler, or any derangement. of the engine or 
machinery of said boat; and in case any. life is 
lost from the same cause, the owners ‘shall. be 
deemed guilty of manslaughter, and on conviction 
be subject to the same punishment as provided in 
the Jast section of this act.” . 

To this it was objected by. the Chairman, that 
so many skilfal engineers could not be had as was 
required; that the duties devolved on carefal and 
experienced firemen, who were raised to that sta- 
tion as they were found worthy or efficient. 

The question was taken on the adoption of this 
amendment, and carried by a vote of 14 to. 12. 

Mr. SEVIER thought the thirteenth section. en- 
tirely tos bread, inasmuch as it, subjected to the 
penalties of the law all persons in said boat. The 
captain of the boat was entitled to obedience from 
all the subordinates, and would exact it. Would 


Senator. : à 
The Senator from-Arkansas (Mr. Sevier) says 
that the amendment will prevent: boats from run- 
ning at their best'speed; and that it is the quality in 
a boat. that she is the fastest boat. in port that gets, 
her the passengers... He. (Mr. S.) ‘would say. to 
that Senatar, that the term racing with other Doats. 
would not at'all apply tè the ordinary speed of a 
steamboat. Whether she bea fast or a slow: boat, 
she has her speed; that speed is known by her ordi- ` 
nary trips, and by it she secures her passengers. 
. The amendment is intended to apply. to those races 
growing out of strife between the boats, where in- 
stantanéously the steam is pressed to ‘ts greatest 
power, to increase the velocity of the boat, reckless 
of the lives of the passengers. The Senator says 
that he came up the Ohio last fall in a boat with 
him, (Mr.-S.) and that the passengers stimulated 
the captain to suffer no boat to pass her. This is 
very true, and what does it prove? Why, ‘sir, the 
greater necessity for the amendment; for there are 
few persons.who have travelled on either steam- 
boats of stages, who do not know that.in moments 
of excitement the feelings of riyal and competing 
officers extend to the passengers on either side; 
and ‘they, like ‘the officers, become excited, take 
part with the competitor, and lose sight entirely of 
`. the Safety of the boat, or stage and passengers, in 
their, anxiety to. prove victorious in the race, 
This was the very state of the case he wished’ to 
meet. He wished to put a stop to it at once.. Let 
the officers know the penalty, and they will be very 
careful not to stimulate the passengers to join them 
in a reckless exposure of life and property. He 
believed he had answered the only objections he 
had heard tothe amendment. He knew the diffi 
culty of ‘satisfying a committee that-had drafted a 
bill, that’ it’ required amendment; and should, he 
have failed, he would at least have‘the consolation ` 
of having proposed thé ameéndment, and having 
his vote recorded-in its favor. He would, there- 
fore, ask for the ayes and noes. E 2 
The question was then taken by ayes and noes, 
and lost by a vote of 15 to 21, as follows: 
YEAS—Mersrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Critteriden, McKean, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson; Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence 
Strange, Tipton, and Williams—15. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Nicholas, Norvell; Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, White; and. Wright—21. ` oe 
Mr: NORVELL then moved an amendment, 
compelling these boats to carry.life preservers for. 
each passenger. Mr. N. alluded to the calamitous 
‘case of the steam packet between Charleston and 
New York, and the number. of lives lost that 
might have been saved, had this vessel: been pro- 
vided. with thesé essentials. 1f the expense were 
objected to, the additional’ charge might be imposed 
on passengers, ere 
LES made some cbservations:in fa- 
amendment of Mr. NorvELL, and sug- 
ns, to which Mr. N. assented. -4 
ought the-whole matter impracti-— 
“were abou:to impose penalties for. 


rigors of this act, many of whom were slaves hired 
in these boats? 


conveyed in vessels propelled in whole, or in part 
by steam, was taken up; and after being debated 
at some length, and varios amendments and mo- 
difications adopted, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, - 
Torspay, January 24, 1838: 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, asked the consent 
of the House to submit a resolution instructing the 


whether any, or if any, what further provisions 


claims for land. 
Objection being made, Mr. J, moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, but the House refused. 


sent, the Fouse. took. up the engrossed bill, post- 
poned some days since, entitled’ “An act to se- 
cure the pryment of certain commissions on daty 
bonds to collectors of the.customs,” and after a few 
explanatory remarks between Messrs. M'KAY, 
E. WHITTLESEY: and SMITH, the bil was 

assd. : f i 
S Mr. HOFFMAN moved a suspension .of the 
rules for the purpose of calling the States for peti- 
tions and memorials;-but the House refused—90 to 
59: not two-thirds. . a 

SEMINOLE INDIANS. - 
_ Mr. CAMBRELENG, on leave, reported a bill 
making a partiat appropriation for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities for the year 1838, 

The bill having been read twice, Mr. C. sent. to 
the Clerk’s table, to be read, a letter from the Se- 
cretary öf War, and another from. the Acting 
| Quartermaster General, setting forth: the absolute 
necessity for an immediate appropriations- 


Captain to stop and ascertain his increase, and | 


‘Mr. NILES thonght it essential to the bill that: 


scientitic officers of that description, and moved a 
the following amendment, to come after the sixth 


it, then, be reasonable to subject that class to the 


The bill to provide for the security of passengers 


Commitice on Private Land Claims to inquire 


ought to -be made by law, for the legal decision of 


On mot.on of Mr. SMITH, and by general con- 
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Mr. C. then explained that he had been unani- 
mously instructed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to report this bill of one million of dollars, 
the amount required for the year being $2,480,000. 
When that bill should come up, there would, un- 
doubtedly, be a general debate; but, in. order. that 
the Operations of the War Department. might not 
be stopped, and that the necessary payments might 
be made, the committee had directed him to: report 
this bil}, and ask the House, when it was referred 
to the Committée of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to go at once into committee upon it. |. 

Mr. DOWNING expressed his hope that the 
motion of the gentleman from New York would. 
prevail, for it was indispensable that this bill should 
be passed without delay. He was daily receiving 
the. most pressing letters on the subject, setting 
forth that, at this time, the troops in the field were 
absolutely suffering severely for want of . subsis- 
tence, and that the people, ere long, would be com- 
pelled to resort to what they were before driven to, 
to feed upon horse flesh. Two thousand of the 
Florida militia have been disbanded without hav- 
ing been paid. If this course is followed up, and 
moneys are not appropriated, the result will be, 
that. the people in that section of country will lose 
confidence in the Government, and it will not be 
in its power hereafter to enlist men into the service. 
It was his opinion that this war would be brought 
to a speedy termination, if the .méans were put in 
the hands. of the Government for carrying it on ; 
and gentlemen need not be apprehensive of its pro- 
longation. The. late efforts made there were de- 
cisive, and he believed the war would be brought 
to a close in a very short time.” ie 

The bill having been committed-— : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to submit a motion that 
the House go iuto Committee of the Whole on 
that, and the bill for the protection of the northern 
frontier. f 

Mr. WISE inquired if the motion was a de- 
bateable one. 

The CEIAIR replied that it was not. ; 

Mr. WISE said if it had, he shculd have offered 
some objections to going, into committee on this 
bill, for he saw no reason for taking up a partial 
bill when there was-a general bill already before 
the Efouse. a F oe 

Mr. CAMBRELENG might be permitted, after 
the remark of. the gentleman from Virginia, to re- 


` peat what he had before said, that, when. the other 


bill came up, he anticipated a general debate, but 


: 


the necessity of the present bill was shown from’ 


the fact that the Wat Department had nothing to 
pay but drafts, and they were returning protested. 
Mr. WISE. If the appropriation is now made, 


there will be nothing to debate about. 
Mr, BELL had examined, as well as he could, | 


the gounds upon which this partial appropriation 
was made; and he believed that there was a neces- 
sity for some amount—how much, it would be for 
the Llouse to ascertain. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG’S motion was agreed to— 
ayes 139, noes not counted. 

_The House accordingly went into Committee, of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CONNOR 
in the chair, and proceeded to the consideration. of 
the above bill. 

As soon as ithad been read by the Clerk— 

Mr. WISE inquired if this bill did not also 
contain appropriations for other branches of the 
Indian service. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said this bill was like all 
appropriation bills. It was for appropriations for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities generally. 

The bill was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WISE said ‘this. bill was precisely of the 
character which he expected, before the House 


“went into committee. Instead of its being a ‘mere 


partial appropriation bill for the immediate exi- 
gencies of the service in Florida, it was a general 
appropriation bill for all expenditures: in-the Jn- 
dian service. It was in this. way. that appropria- 
tions were extracted from. this Honse, like teeth, 
without the. proper investigation and inquiry. The 
officers of Government waited until appropriations 
were immediately. wanted,. and then they. called 


upon the House to pass them, without investigation, 
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without inquiry, and without discussicn: In this 
manner that nine-tenths, if not all of the eight, 
nine or ten millions of dollars which had 
been appropriated for this fatal, disastrous, dis- 
graceful Seminole campaign had been obtained. 
Wehave been told by the delegate from Florida 
that the troops had been discharged without being 
paid; and the chairman of the committee tells us 
this money is wanting, withost ez amination and 
without debate. Was this the wey appropriations 
were to be made? Would any corporation or com- 
pany take thirty millions of dollars to pay the ex- 
penditures of this disgraceful Indian war. He, for 
one, would take the responsibility of saying, and 
acting out what he said, that he would not appro- 
priate another dollar for this purpose until he had 
some information as tothe manner in which for- 
mer appropriations had been expended, and until 
he had correct’ data asto the sums now needed. 
He wished to know how much had been expended 
for steamboats which had performed no service to 
the Government, and. the amonnts paid to heart- 
less contractors, who rendered no equivalent for the 
money paid them. He wished information, too; in 
relation to the perfidy which had been practiced by 
officers of the army towards these Indians, with all 
other necessary information, before he was pre- 
pared to vote for any other and further appropria- 
tions; as he believed the greatest outrages had 
been committed upon them, which was the only 
reason of the war being kept up. He felt suffi- 
ciently humbled by this outrageous and disgraceful 
war, and he would rather vote to secure those un- 
fortunate Indians in their hammocks than from 
them. 3 

Mr. DOWNING said it-was with the deepest re- 
gret that he'had listened to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. He had in his possession 
information which would show.the House. the ne- 
cessity of making this appropriation. 

The gentleman had charged that the wat was 
iniquitous in its inception, base and infamous in its 
uses, and would be ridiculous‘in its conclusion. But 
he would tell that gentleman, and he defied contra- 
diction, that the war was based en a solemn ‘treaty 
with the Indians, made deliberately, and with their 
full consent. Hitherto, there had not been the 
slightest charge against its validity; not evena whis- 
per had been breathed about unfairness or fraud. 
- The treaty had been executed on the part of .Go- 


vernment, not in a hurried manner, but in a calm: 


and deliberate way; the chiefs on the part of the In- 
dians having had ample time to reflect and consider 
the proposition. But it was with the Seminoles as 
it was with the Cherokees; who, after having re- 
ceived our money beforehand for their lands, when 
the time arrived for their. evacuation, they then set 
up the cry of fraud, of unfairness, and of the treaty 
having been made without their consent, etc. This 
trait in the Indian character was fully known to a'l 
conversant with them; and they might rest assured 


thatasin this, so in every other casé, after the | 


money had been squandered and spent, the Indians 
would refuse to comply with their agreement, and 
invariably raised such groundless and idle objec- 
tions. 


The gentleman had called it an unfortunate war. 


So it was. The war had ‘been prolonged beyond 
the calculation of any human being. But whose 
fault was it that it had been so prolonged? Was it 
the fault of the troops engaged in it, cr the militia 
raised for its suppression? No: its prolongation 
had been caused by the gentleman, and the friends 
of the gentleman, who now opposed’the appropri- 
ation. It was well known, and he challenged 
proof to the contrary, that every. officer engaged in 
the war had acted his part zealously and effec- 
lively; but the evil was, that they had to check their 
efforts, because they were compelled to bend to that 
sympathy manifested so generally for the “red man” 
in the North and other portions of the Union, 
where the true state of things was not known. The 
only reason that the war was not ended long ago, 
was, thatthe troops had been compelled by that 
sympathy to hold out the white flag to the “ poor 
devils,” to give them time to make peace, when 
they were entirely in our power. If the people 
ofFlorida had heard nothing from the pulpit and 
the press about the wrongs of the “ poor Indians,” 
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long since have been suspénded: “Had the people 
of Florida been permitted to adopt their own, mea- 
sures, and if the rope and the gallows had been 
used, as they would in the case of white meñ com- 
mitting such éncrmities, the affair would have been 
settled long before this. : ae 

But, notwithstanding the atrocious conduct of 
these villanous objects of sympathy——-notwith- 
standing they had murdered our.citizens, destroyed 
our property and besieged our towns—notwith- 
standing all this, yet the gentleman refused to grant 


an appropriation for. the- purpose of protecting our - 


citizens from a recurrencé of such outrages. 


. But public sentiment and sympathy: was ever | 


ready to exort itself for the red man and the negro. 


The white men of the Sout! might be butchered by. 


hundreds, and the act leoked upon with indif- 
ferenc® ; but when colored skins were concerned, 
then it was that an outcry was raised. It was for 


the Indian and the negro for whom public sympa- ` 


thy boiled and bubbled over. 

The gentleman had intimated that the people of 
Florida were “fattening upon the appropriations.” 
He would ask that gentleman to cast his eyes upon 
their desolated cities, their wasted and impoverish- 
ed country, and then say from whence ‘had they 


the means of “fattening on the appropriations.” 


Their horses, their wagons, their provisions and 
sustenance was gone, and the whole of their pro- 


perty had been destroyed and taken by the enemy. 


Had the gentleman been.able.to show but one in- 
stance where the public money had fell to the share 
of the peeple of Florida, ahd been improperly used; 
conid he adduce: one instance of fraud on their 
part? It was true that charges had been made 
in the House, through the medium: of andny- 
mous letters, about #10 being paid- for wagons, 
when the same could be had for $5, ete; and ithad 


also been alleged that a certain quartermaster had - 


aken.a receipt for more than an article had cost, for 
the purpose of pocketing: the money. But were 
they thus to be influenced by charges through such 
sources? If gentlemen knew .of any such cases 
where fraud had been practised, it was their duty to 
make complaint to the proper départment, when they 
might rest assured that ample redress would be ob- 
tained. .But for the people of Florida to be told, 
when they had been deprived of the necessaries of 
life, that they were getting rich and fattening upon 
the spoils— ` 

Mr. WISE assured the gentleman that he was 
taboring under a mistake. He had charged nobody, 
but had merely expressed a hope that the House 
would direct its inquiry io the points where suspi- 
cion existed. He did not altude to the people of 
Florida, but.to the Government contractors. : 

Mr. DOWNING begged to inform the gentle- 
man from Virginia, that in the whole Territory of 
Florida, there was, not a single Government con- 


| tractor, The contracts were made else where, the 


horses being chiefly obtained from Kentucky, and 
the provisions and ammunitions from New York 
and Charleston. The poor citizens of Florida had 
received nothing but the small pittance of six dol- 
lars per month for all their labor, their sweat and 
their blood; and of even that small sum, gentle- 
men sought to deprive them, by refusing to vote 
for the appropriation. Was that proper, after the 


citizens had been engaged to fight the battles of : 


their country, to refuse to grant them that slender 
recompense? ` PS 

Mr. WISE did not mean to be understood as 
opposing the payment of any just claim against the 
Government. Ail he wished for was, that if an 
appropriation were made, that steps should be 
taken to insure. the people of Florida in getting 
their due, and to prevent the money from being 
swallowed up by harpies, feeding on the carrion of 
that war. 

Mr. DOWNING eontended that it was the duty 
of Government, having contracted-a debt, and when 
satistied of a just claim, to pay. it -immediately; 


and then, if any fraud was suspected on the | 


part of agents and others, to make it an after 
subject of investigation. He had not the slight- 
est objection for a full investigation of the conduct 
of Government in relation to the war, ashe was con- 
fident the Government could be justified in every act, 


and such ebullitions of blind feeling, the war would ` 


sor 


The business had been transacted through the 
means of agents, and if the agents themselves had 
been deceived was that the fault of Government? - 
Had there been any abuses made: known to. the 
proper authorities, which had ‘not been rectified? 
But because-one out of the thousand officers. of the 
militia, who from necessity were made ‘disbursing 


. officers; beeause' one ofthese had acted dishonestly, 


was the Government to be held fesponsible?’ Was 
it npon such charges that the appropriation was re- 
fused, the time of the House wasted, and the Go- 
“vernment assailled? ’ so . $ 

‘Mr. D. then alluded to the treachery of the 
Seminoles, and said he was ready’ to prove, that 
although here they pretended to desire peace, yet 
when they returned to their tribes, they breathed 
nothing but war." He adverted'to the conduct of 
the two chiefs, Jumper and Alligator, in instigating 
the enemy to hold out to the end of spring, as Con- 
gress would make no appropriation, ete. He re- 
ferred to. three letters which he had ‘received in 
proof of it, and which were being published in the 
newsapers of Florida. ` 

- It has been charged by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky,-(Mr. Underwood,) that there: were ‘more 
treops in Florida than the whole number of Semi- 
noles, including squaws and children. For his 
part, hë did not profess to know the exact number 
of the enemy, but if from the obstacles presented 
it was: found that ten thousand troops were not 
sufficient, why it was their duty to send twenty 
thousand. But one gentleman had proposed to 
draw the troops from Florida. This was certainly 
a, Strange course, and he (Mr. D.) was entirely at 
a loss to ascertain by what rule*of arithmetic the 
gentleman had acted, when because ten thousand 
were not enough, he proposed to leave but~two or 
three thonsand. x 

Mr. D. then alluded to the peculiarity of the 

Florida war, and the impossibility, of meeting the 
Indians in ʻa body, so as to atiack them with any 
chance ofsuccess. Sir, said Mr. D. they are scattered 
over the country, east, west, north, and south; they 
are here and there, and yet nowhere. They were 
just like a flea, the moment a man puthis hand upon 
one, thinking he had caught him, that instant 
it would be in some other place. He appealed 
to the gentleman, if, for the sake of a few paltry 
dollars, they would sacrifice the lives of our troops, 
when fighting with a white enemy, by sending out 
only a eertain number. When the war commenced, 
it was thought that an appropriation of. five mil- 
lions would be sufficient. “ He thought. so too. But 
because, from a combination of unlooked for 
events, a greater amount. was required, gentle- 
men complained that the war was unjust, and de- 
manded an investigation. It was the first time he 
had been told that, after the pople of Florida had 
suffered so severely, theirsavage foes were to be piti- 
ed. He wished gentlemen who said so, would first 


„take the trouble to go and examine for themselves. 


Mr. D. here drew an amusing comparison of the 
notorious Nat Turner, once concealed in the Dis- 
mal Swamp, and the Florida Indians. He then 
alluded to the many efforts and applications from 
various quarters to induce the citizens of Florida 
to allow the Indians to locate on their territory, 
and to free their slaves ; but he would assure them 
that they would never submit to dictation; for the 
people of Florida would not free their slaves, neither 
wond they allow the Indians to remain among 
them. oes woe 

Mr. D. went on at some length to comment’ on 
the numerous obstacles presented to the troops in 
carrying on the war, the chief of which was the 
misplaced sympathy of the public, which compelled 
the officers to relax from a policy which otherwise 
could not fail to bring the contest-to a speedy ter- 
mination. He alluded to the unhealthy climate of 
Florida, which prevented any action during the 
summer months, and contended that the whole of 
the fighting season, from the commencement vf the 
war, did notamount to more than nine months. 
By that means almost insurmountable obstacles 
were presented, for the provisions had to be recart= 
ed, the lost time to be regained, and then the season 
for exertion was so short that scarcely ‘any thing 
could be accomplished. Mr. D; concluded by 
maintaining the justice of the treaty, and the utter 


falsity of the charges of fraud made by the Indians. ~ 


Mr. WISE- reiterated -his former charges as.to 
_ the. character: óf the war and its inception, and 
_ declared -he-would prove them; if the-Heuse would 
o givehim a committee of investigation for that pur- 
pose.: He expressed: his surprise, that. the gentle- 


aman from Florida had- never heard the fairness of. | 
the Seminole treaty’ questioned, for it had been de- 
signated asa. fraud upon that floor a year ago. “It 


people.of Florida. have ‘been strack. down, and: 


had never been ratified by the-Indians,and was.no 


more a valid treaty than was the Cherokee: treaty.. 


Mr: DOWNING ‘explained that he would not 
take the-testimony of Indians or negroes in opposi- 
tion to: that of while people; and the validity of the 
teaty had never been questioned in Florida. 

Mr. ‘WISE said that he would-take the testimony 
of the Government, of our own agents and ‘our own 
people;.and their testimony-was thatthe treaty had 
not-been fairly obtained, and that it was never made 
with the Seminole nation, as a-nation. In ma- 
king treaties with the Indians, they are to be 
heard as well: as ‘ourselves. -He would ap- 
peal ‘to the. delegate. from Florida, who was 
a lawyer, to say ‘whether it was not necessary 
when a treaty was made, that both parties should 
be heard?’ And he would nowsay that he believed 
when the ‘whole-matter was fully investigated and 
exposed, that it.would be found: and proved that 
there wasno treaty made but a fraudulent treaty. 
He believed it could be fairly. shown -and proved 
that these Indians had been infamously. treated, 
ard ‘he wonld now take occasion to say that 
he had been furnished with a letter by Secre- 
tary Cass from Governor Eaton long before hos- 
tilities broke ont, asking thata force might be 
sent there to overawe the Indians and suppress 
Indian hostilities; yet no force was sent, and. no 
appropriations were asked for, until hostilities 
actually broke out. The gentleman, therefore, 
would find it a harder task.than He was aware of, 
to sustain. the War Department in the course it had 
taken im relation to these Indian hostilities. The 


hey- ought'-to. know’ who was responsible to 
them for the destruction of ‘their houses and their 
property. . He (Mr. W.) had been the friend of 
these. people, and had voted appropriations for 
their. defences: without. inquiring as to their 
amount; but these- appropriations. have been 
mismanaged by “.your Government, and the 
war procrastinated by the course of those in power; 
and he would not now ‘vote for an appropriation 
which would go st:]l further to desolate the homes 
and the altars.of the suffering. citizens of Florida, 
until he knew how it was to be expended. He 
would not-wait for the Committee which he desired 
for investigating. this subject, with all the delays 
and.embarrassments ‘which were attendant upon 
investigations Instituted . by this- House; but he 


would inquire of tbe Chairman of the Committee | 


of Ways aod: Means. for a statement of the 
amounts that might be necessary, and if 
they: were. “not. informed ọn the. subject, he 
would call : upon: the Secretary of War. to com- 


municate it to the House’ for.the information of all’ 


who desired to.look into the matter. He was told 


that the present expenditures in Florida, for the. 


suppression of Indiai hostilities, amounted to 
$73,000 a day. We have already expended eight 


or nine millions of dollars, and we are no nearer. 


the end of the war, to all. appearances, than we 
were when the predecessor of the gentleman from 
Florida made his first sympathetic appeal to the 
House on the subject. of the sufferings 
inhabitants of Florida from {ndian hostilities. 


He (Mr. W.) had voted time after timé, and” 


year after year, for appropriations to suppress these 
Indian hostilities, without inquiry, until the amount 
of money struck him with surprise, and he was 
compelled to pause and inquire intothe matter. He 
consideted ‘it a publie duty that he should do so, 
after eight cr nine millions had been expended, and 
roop after troop had been defeated; and the In- 
dians, althongh but.a handful at first, still remained 
masters of the soil. Whata spectacle we were 
presenting to the world! A short time ago this Go- 
verament. threatened France with a war, and were 
now talking -about calling upon England for 
an explanation; yet with all her surplus millions, 


of the. 


' under’ the white flag 
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cher regular army, her marines; her chosen Ten- 
nessee troops, and all her militia, could not put 
down some eight hundred or a thousand Indians. 
It was impossible for the gentleman to defend the 
“War Department after such management’as it had 
been guilty of, and -he contended that that depart- 
ment was responsible for the act of every one of its 
agents, whether petty or important agents., He 
went on to charge perfidy and treachery uson the 


officers of the Government, in Seizing up- 


on -Oceola and Micanopy, while were 


they 
protected them. He charged upon the War 
Department or its agents, the employment 
‘of a delegation of Cherokees as mediators, and af- 
ter they brought in some of the leaders of the Semi- 
noles, they were treacherously seized upon by Gen. 
Jesup; and sent to prison. The Seminoles were 
tempted to a consultation in consequence of an ar- 
rangement being made with the -Cherokees for that 
purpose, and when they came into the consultation, 
they were seized and held as prisoners of war. 

Mr. DOWNING stated that the Indians alluded 
to came in aft r General Jestip had stated to them, 
through persons that had seen them, that he would 
‘receive nothing at their hands but an unconditional 
surrender.. Mr. D. knew not-what information the 
gentleman from Virginia might have in his posses- 
sion, or what ‘testimony: might be given by others 
on the subject; but this that what he had stated he be- 
lieved to be the facts; and furthermore, he would 
say, laking into consideration the cold-blonded and 
inhuman murders these Indians had committed, if 
he (Mr. D.) had been in General Jesup’s place, he 
would have hung them up on the crooked limb of a 
yellow pine tree. 

Mr. WISE said, that the- gentleman’s personal 
feeling might have led him to do an act-of inhu- 
manily. which he would have repented afterwards; 
but he conid not believe, if the gentleman had 
made a pledge to these Indians, as Gen. Jesup un- 
doubtedly did, that he would have been guilty of 
perfidy in disregarding that pledge. If he had 
caught the Indians by fair means, or by a stratagem 
laid without violating a pledge to them, it would 
have been a very different matter, and then he might 
“perhaps nave been justified in using harsh means 
towards trem. Mr. W. then went into some de- 
tails in ketangn to the Cherokeé mediation: ‘that 
they had peen employed by the Government; that 
they haa gone out to consult with the Seminoles; 
that they mad bronght in some of the Seminole 
chiefs at me second consultation, and that they 
had failea on uteir third consultation because of the 
perfidy ot weneral Jesup; which news had been 
carried w une by an Indian runner, sent up by 
the Semuuses to await the issue. Mr. W. then 
stated ther rettrs had been written to the Cherokee 
delegation, as well as to the Sccretary of War, by 
General sesuz, testifying 10 the manner, in which 


the medianon fad been condneted by these Chero- | 


kee Jamana. ; 


Mr. EVERETT here produced the letters alud- | 


ed to, and thes were read from the Clerk’s table. 
Mr.. DOWRING then produced and read letters 
addressed to himself, from persons acquainted with 
the facts, serng forth that the Cherokee'delegation 
had informed the Seminoles, that if they held ont 


this winter, that they would be ‘left in possession of 


their country, as Congress would make no appro- 
priaticns to carry on the war. ; 

Mr. GLASCOCK remarked thaf the delegate 
from Florida might state that it was understood 
that Generel Jesup himself now believed that the 
Cherokee delegation had proved treacherons. 

Mr WISE proceeded, and stated that the gen- 
tleman from Flerida had been guilty of precisely 
that which had been charged upon him (Mr. Ww 
—the reading to the House of an anonymous let- 
ter; but (as he had looked into the gentleman’s 
letter by this permission) he would now tell the 
delegate from Florida, that the same person who 
wrote that letter should come up as a witness, 
in consequence cof other letters which he had 


written hun (Mr. VW.) in case he ever obtained | 


an investigating committee. He went on again 
to charge a double perfidy cn the officer at 
the head of affairs in Florida, in the taking. of 


which ought to have. 


to. 
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the Indian chiefs before alluded to, He then re- 
ferred to, and read extracts from, a letter of Gov. 
Eaton’s, written in March, 1835, being the March 
preceding the December in which the war broke 
out, in which the Governor doubted the legality of 
the treaty, and the propriety of carrying it into 
effect; but recommended, if it was to be carried 
into effect, that a large force might be sent to over- 
awe the Indians, otherwise the consequences might 
be fatal. 2 é 

Mr. DOWNING explained that Gen. Eaton had 
retracted al! that had been said in that letter; and- 
legislative action had been had upon it in Florida, 
and he believed: the Governor was ashamed that 
he had ever written it. The fact was that every 
citizen of the United States, who went into that 
Territory, went there with his heart overflowing 
with sympathy for those Indians; but after removing 
there, and seeing the treachery and dishonesty of 
them, their opinions soon became very much chang 
ed. He had no doubt if the gentlemen who had 
so much sympathy for them on this floor, had had 


|| their cattle and servants stolen, and their relations 


murdered, that their opinions would change. 

Mr. WISE resumed, and went onto detail the 
manner in which Mr. Eaton had been induced to 
retract what had been said inthe letter just referred 
He (Mr. W.) had called upon the War De- 
partment for information in relation to the Semi- 
nole war, and Mr. Cass himself had sent him va- 
rious letters, which, he said, were sent confidential- 
ly, and in those létters he had learned how it was 
that Gov: Eaton had been induced to reiract what 
he had before said. ‘These letters were sent to him 
as confidential when he called for, information, but 
he was not'to regard letters as conJideutial when 
they were the regular letters of the Departments on 
their files. 

Mr. W. referred also toa number of other let- 
lers confirmatory of the views, and recommending 
the same advice, as Governor Eaton, and then en- 
tered into a review of the Indian policy of the 
Government, which he was convinced would, in - 
the end, result in a general combination of them 
on the whole of our western frontier. 


Mr. CILLEY defended the policy of the Govern- 
ment; which, he insisted, was humane and benevo- 
lent. The sympathy evinced. for the tawny red 
men, he described to be of the same character as 
the hobby professed for the race a little. darker in 
the North. When he found his country at 
war, he wag not for staying to inquire into 
its origin, or tò investigate little, petty, mise- 
rable details about it, but to take such mea- 
sures as would be most likely to bring it to a 
favorable termination. Whether the’ Government 
had pursued the best course -or not, whether there 
had been a prodigal expenditure, he feared there 
had, hecould notsay, but he was for continuing 


‘the war with vigor, on tae oid New England plan, 


where the Indians had been wholly exterminated; 
for it was false poliey and false philanthropy to 
carry on a feeble war. : 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON expressed his re- 
gret that this discussion had been brought on; the 
only relief for his pain at it was in the bold truths 
told by the last genfleman. Mr. T. then entered 
into a reply to Mr. Wise. , He denied that Mr. W. 
could prove there was no treaty; and if he could, 
he had not proven there was no necessity for this 
appropriation to give meat.and bread to those who 
had been fighting the battles of their country, nor 
was this the fitting occasion to go into that question. 
Mr. T. then entered into a review-of the cir- 
camstances of the Florida war, and defended the 
pian originally proposed by General Scott. Mr.'T. 
adverting to the sympathies at the North for the 
Indians, said he could not shut his eyes to the fact 
that it arose from a hatred to their own race. He 
expressed his strong disapprobation and unmea- 
sured condemnation of what he regarded asthe dis- 
honorable capture of Oceola, offering, as it did, the 
first instance in te history of this country where 
an American officer had refused to respect a flag of 
truce. 


Mr. EVERETT then obtained the floor, and ex- 


pressed his Tegret that any debate should have 
arisen on this subject at this time; the moreso, 
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because he had every reason to believe that the 
House and the country would be perfectly satisfied 
with the response of the Secretary of War to Mr. 
E’s. resolution on the topics adverted to in this dis- 
cussion... This was in relation to the capture of 
Oceola. : 

Another subject upon which he wished to make 
aremark or two was a more painful one, viz: in 
reference to the capture of Sam Jones and his 
companions. Mr. E. had every reason to know 
that these men came in under the most sacred 
pledges, and that it was with the greatest difficulty 
the Cherokee delegation could induce them to come 
in. And when they did, what was Gen. Jesup’s first 
proposition? Why, as preliminary to any nego- 
tiation, that those people should bring in their 
wives and children; and what was Sam Jones’s an- 
swer? Why, that: he never heard of such a preli- 
minary to a treaty as that of surrendering the chil- 
dren and arms, and that he: could not assent to it. 

After some further remarks, Mr. E. avowed 
himself unwilling to carry on this war any longer, 
though he was not for yielding. He wished a pa- 
cificatory course to be tried. He would arin the 
Executive with authority and appropriations to 
enable him to adopt a eourse which should termi- 
nate it pacifically. 

Mr. HAYNES said, without intending to an- 
Swer, or attempting. to reconcile, the mistaken 
opinions he had heard, and many of which he had 
regretted to hear, he had risen ‘solely for the 
purpose of bringing back the committee to 
the question . before it. Some weeks ago 
the Committee of Ways aud. Means re- 
ported a bill to cover the whole sum ne- 
cessary for the current year. Since that bill was 
reported, the committee had been called npon or 
notified by the War Department that drafts were 
lying over for services already performed, and sup- 
plies already furnished, and there was no money 
to meet them. Upon this representation the Eom- 
mittee of Ways and Means had come to the 
House and asked “a. suspension of its- rules, 
for the purpose of considering the propriety 
of making a partia! appropriation for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities. Now, neither the com- 
mittee, nor,as Mr. H. believed, had any other 
friend of the Administration, who proposed to sup- 
port this bill, designed taking the House by sur- 
prise. The very document read at the Clerk's 
table gave to the House the information that 
this partial appropriation was asked for under 
extraordinary circumstances; and it was equally 
well known that the bill covering the whole sum 
estimated for the service by the Secretary of War 
then remained untouched, foras general, liberal, 
violent discussion as gentlemen pleased. Why, then, 
should so many irrelevant topics be brought innow, 
of national honor, the validity of the treaty, the con- 
duct of the war, the treatment .of the Indians, the 
conduct of the Cherokee delegation, -or any thing 
else? The state of the case called upon them to 
act promptly; it asked them for an appro- 
priation 
npon the Deparment of War; and he did 
hope, under these considerations, and with feelings 
as strong upon some of the topics introduced to-day 
as any other man, and as willing, if not as able, to 


under circumstances of great stress | 


discuss them; he implored the committee to re- , 


port this bill, and take a future occasion, when-the 
. general bill was brought up, to enter upon. the 
general debate. : 

Mr. BELL adverted to the temarks made by 
him this morning in favor of the Dill, and wished 
the House to bear them in mind, for he was op- 
posed to the course of his friend from Virginia. 
He then made some strictures upon a letter from 
the Washington correspondent of the Richmond 
Enquirer, which he pronounced to be an unfound- 
ed, false, and malicious slander. DR: 


After some further remarks by Messrs. RO- 
BERTSON and CAMBRELENG, which will ap- 
pear hereafter, 3 f 


._ _ Mr, WISE moved to amend by striking out 
“one million,” and inserting “five hundred thou- 
> sand. dollars;” when, without taking the question, 
Ən motion, the committee rose and reported, 

And the House adjourned. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


SENATE, 
Turspay, January 23, 1838. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Jacob | 


Marks, praying for increase of pension ; which 


was referred lo the Committee on Naval Affairs. . - 


Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of 
Julius S. Fox; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Patton; which was referred to the Committee 


on the Judiciary.. 


Mr. BENTON. presented the petition of the in- _ 


habitants of Baring county, Missouri, praying for 
the establishment of a new post route: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a petition from sundry: 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the 
table. : 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- ` 


diciary, to which had been referred the memorial 
of Jacob Lang and others, made an unfavorable 
report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Charles Hoyt. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, re- 
ported without amendment the bills for the relief 
of James Callan and Ann W. Johnson. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on-Revolu- 


tionary Claims, moved that’ the committee be dis- - 


charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Daniel Trueheart; and, i 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the same was laid 
on the table. : 

Mr. WEBSTER rose in his place, and made 
the following remarks : 

Mr. Presipent: Having received, some days 
ago, unquestionable information of the-payment of 
fishing bounties and pensions in Massachusetts, 
in bills: of the Commonwealth Bank of the city of 
Boston, by which payment heavy losses had been 


-sustained by meritorious and well-deserving per- 


sons, I felt it my duty to call the attention-of the 
Senate to the subject, and to move an inquiry, for 
the purpose of obtaining information respecting 
the circumstances from the proper quarter. 

In consequence of this public proceeding, dic- 
tated, on my part, by nothing but a sense of obli- 
gation, the official paper of the Administration in 
this city, on Saturday last, published the following 
paragraph; : 

“ DEBTORS TO THE COMMONWEALTH BANK OF 
Massacnusetrs.—The names of five or six gen- 
tlemen, friends of the Administration, are given 
as debtors. to the exploded bank at Boston, and its 
bankruptcy isheld up as the consequence of loans to 
them. The truth is, the only real Democrats whose 
names are paraded as borrowers, owe it only a few 
thousand dollars, which they are able to pay thrice 
over. If all its loans were as safe as those thus 
exhibited to show the reason of its insolvency, the 


bank would be the soundest in’ the Union, for it - 


would be without å bad debt. The Conservative 
loans ruined it. We understond that Mr. Web- 
ster bas had his bills protested in this bank for 
$10,000 at a time. 2 

“In his resolution of inquiry into the state of the 
bank, therefore, we find no demand made as to the 
amount of bills protested in it any time, nor for 
the names of the drawers.” 

Now, sir, if I owe the Commonwealth Bank a 
dolar, I am not conscious of it. If L ever did owe 
it adollar, I do not remember it; nor do E recol- 


lect, or believe, that any note signed by me, or any - 


bill accepted by me, or by any agent, or clerk of 
mine, in my behalf, was ever ‘protested at that 
bank, or delayed in payment. 

Having said this, sir, I may be relieved from 
making any remarks of my own on the ‘character 
of this publication. I will only read a remark of 
the: Editor himself, in the same column, which 
contains the publication, and-which remark is in 
the following words: - ` 

“ These attacks upon the private ‘concerns of 
public men, for party purposes, are exceedingly 
despicable.” ; 
` So thinks the Editor, and I, for'one, conéur with 
him in opinion. gata. 


Mr. CLAY. of Alabama, from. the: Committee on. 
Public Lands, to which had been referred: ihe me 
morial of the inhabitants of Palmyra, :praying: to: 
„have the besefits.of the:pre-emplion laws<allowe 
' them, of which they had been deprived in conse- 
quénce of being adjacent to certain reserved tracts, 
‘moved that the-committee be discharged “from ‘the 
further consideration of the same, inasmuch as the’ 
general pre-emption-law,. now before. the Senate, - 
embraces the case of the memorialists. 
The motion was.agreed to. 9. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the same 


«committee was discharged from the further cons <> 


sideration of the resolution of the Senate, directing 
-them tò inquire into the éxpediency of purchasing 
the Mount Vernon estate. Also from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Rev. Philan- 
-der Chase, asking. for “a ‘pre-emption to a certain 
tract of land, for the purpose of aiding him in the 


- establishment of acollege. : 


Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the bill 
for the relief of Pierre Menard and others, reported 
the same with amendments; which were read, and 
ordered to be printed. ~~ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary, Claims, to which had been referred: 
the bill from the other House for the relief of Curtis 
Grubb, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, ‘from: the. same Commit- 
tee, to which had: been referred the memorial of the 
legal representatives. of Patrick. McGibbons, de- 
ceased, reported a bill: for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of C. 
Wall of St. Augustine, which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce: 

Mr. PRENTISS presented several petitions from. 


- Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery in 


the District of Columbia; and, : 
On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the ques- 
tion as to their reception was laid on the table.” 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, submitted the following resolution, which 


|. was considered and adopted: 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War: be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate, as soon as’ prac- 
ticable, the extent of the mineral lands: of the 
United States so far as ascertained; the quantity of 
said lands already Jeased; the time for which said 
lands have been leased; the rent: received by the 
United States, and the injury, ifany, sustained by 
the working of said: mineral lands. Hi 

Mr. DAVIS submitted ‘the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resoloed, That the Committee-on Commerce be 
instructed to inquifé into the expediency of adopt- 
ing measures to obtain such information.as is ne- 

cessary to enable Congress to reorganize the custom 
house branch of the public service, in a manner 
more economical and better adapted to the public 
exigencies. Á a 

The Steamboat bill was taken up, discussed for 
some time, and after being amended, was ordered 

-to be engrossed for a third reading. 

- The bill to revoke” the charters of such of the 
banks ef the District of Columbia as shall not re- 
sume specie payments within a limited time, was 
taken up as the next general order; and, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was postponed 
to, and made the special order of the day for, 
Thursday next. ee 

{ REGULATION OF STEAMBOATS. 

-. Mr. MORRIS maved to reconsider the vote 
given yesterday on the amendment of Mr. Smet 
of Indiana; which metion was lost. . 

Mr. DAVIS suggested the reconsideration of the 
vote given on the amendment of Mr. Nines. 

Mr. CLAYTON was of opinion that the amend- 
ment went to a most unreasonable extent. These 
boats were not unfrequently owned by large incor- 
porated companies; in some instances as many as 
from five hundred to one “thousand persons, and 
some of these widows. To make them in any way 
liable for the negligence of eulpability of others did 

not comport with his ideas of justice; and if the 
amendment were retained, he would undertake to 
say that no jury would ever be found to convict 
the parties. He thought the amendment had pass- 
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too > a ` [Continued from No. 8.) . 
ed yesterday; .without-being duly looked into and 
cousidereds: ogo ee Pe Ao erior 
<- Mr. NILES had no- objection to the vote being 
reconsidered... 05.55 5 i 


"Mr. SEVIER then suggested thatif this amend- | 


MERLAWAS to. ‘be adopted in::some other shape, that 
two engineers: would be indispensable, as one could 
not at-all times.be present; and to subject. that offi- 
cer to punishment for the ignorance and incapacity 
of others, would be’ going further, than he was dis- 
posed’ to.dose cc on ; 
ty Mr. NILES: asked.if there was any thing more 
¢ctiminalthan jeopardising. the lives of passengers 
through the-ignoratice or incapacity of the engi- 
neer.: (Mr. Ni knew: very-well how these affairs 
were managed with some. of these boats: they first 
had a- skilful engineer at’ 4100 per month, and next: 
-they took a:fireman: for. the duty at $20 or $30. a 
month; andit was: not unfrequently from. thé in- 
capacity of these persons that so many accidents 
had occurred. : He was for placing-such guards.as. 
might: prevent:these evils in: futyre: he thought he 
could modify his amendwhent so: as. to meet. the ob- 
jections of gentlemen. Mr. N.-then-so modified: it 
-asi to.maake the owners and masters responsible for 
all damage to. property and person; and it was 
adopted. ` ata 


Mr. NORVELL renewed a. motion, made by 


him yesterday, and lost, jn relation ‘to: compelling 


boats to have a life-preserver for each. passenger, _ 


„and so-modified it as to compel. steamboats to have 
a life-preserver for each berth. 
Mr, DAVIS said there might be some utility in 


these life-preservers : he was not prepared to. say - 


there: was not; but why make them applicable 
only.to steamboats?) Why not extend them to all 
the pa¢kets—in. short, to make them applicable to 
every kind of marine conveyance? Human life 
_wasnot. more valuable in steamboats than else- 
wheres: He <Mr: D.) was willing to go on and 
: make the billas: perfect:as practicable; but, afier 
‘all, he ‘must confess:that ‘he. had very little confi- 


dence «in iheimeasire: Something in relation to- 


the subject is-certainly due, however, from Go- 
yernment. On this head there was much to grapple 
with—carelessness, ignorance, intemperance, &c. 
He-was for the strongest measures that could be 
adopted 10..render. the bill efficient. Mr. D. ad- 
verted to:the. circumstance. that no dangerous.oc- 
currences ‘had:taken place in the: steam navigation 
between New. Xork and Providence, and contended 
if more care. were’ observed, that these fatal injuries 
_svould not so often happen coo. e 

` Mr: NORVELL ‘alluded. to‘ the frightfal-loss of 
human life onboard: the steamboat ‘ Home”? for 
thé: want of this article. Ifa tithe only of the 
: persons drowned on that melancholy occasion have 
been'saved’ by the: adoption of. “ preservers,” he 
thought it.indispensable that vessels should be pro- 
vided with them. At all events, the experiment 
was worth trying, aad he hoped no objection would 


be made.- 


The question:was.then taken on the adoption of- 


Ms. Norvevti’s-amendment, and lost by.a vote of 
16.10.18. i 


Mr SMITH of Indiana then made an offerto 


introduce his anendment in a modified shape, 
which was argued for‘some time between Messrs. 
Srranegr,. Pavarv, and: others, on the bearing of 
the Jaw: ` nh : ; 

The amendment was losi; and the bill having 
peen reported to the Senate; was. ordered. to be en- 
grossed: for a third readings : - 

The bill, as amended, reads‘as follows: 

BILL- to. provide for the: better-.security of the 
es of passengers on board of vessels propelled 
hole or in part by steam. ss 8 
enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
e United States of America in “Congress 
led; That it shall be.the. duty of-allowners of 
yessels:propelled in. whole-or in part 


the jinfornier; ‘and for which.sum or sums- the 


- may be sèized and ‘proceeded’ against summarily, 


© Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 


` boats to cause the inspection provided under the 


éfore the first day of October, one 
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thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, to make a 
new erirolment of the same; under the existing laws 
of the United States, and take out from the collec- 
tor of surveyor of the port, as the case may be, 
where such vessel is enrolled,-a new license, under 
Such conditions as are now imposed by: law, and | 
as shall be imposed by this act. - A YS a 
Sue. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be Jawful for the owner, master, or captain of 
any steamboat or vessel: propelled in. whole or -in 
part by steam, to transport any goods, wares, and 
merchandise, or‘passengers, in or upon the bays, 
lakes, rivers, ‘or other navigable waters of the 
United States, from and after the said first day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and -thirty- 
eight; ‘without having first obtained, from the pro- 
per officer, a license under the existing laws, and 
without having complied with the conditions im- 
posed by this act;~and foreach and every viola- 
tion of this section, the owner or owners of said 
vessel shail forfeit and pay to the United States the 
sum of five hundred dollars, one-half for the use of 


steatn boat of vessel so engaged: shall be liable, aud 


by way of libel, in- any district court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of the offence. Wen, 
That-it shall 
be the duty of the district judge of the United 
States, within whose district any ports of entry or 
delivery: may be, on the navigable waters, bays, 
lakes; andrivers of the United States, upon the ap- 
plication of the master or owner of any steamboat 
-or vessel propelled in whole or in part by steam, to 
appoint, from time to time, one or more persons 
skilled and competent to make inspections of such 
boats and vessels, and of the boilers and machinery 
employed: in the same, whose duty it shall be to 
make such‘inspection when called upon for that 
purpose, and to give to the owner or master ofsuch 
‘boat or vessel duplicate-certificates.of such inspec- 
tion. : 

Suc. 4.-And be it further enacted, That the per- 
sonor persons who shal be called-upon to inspect 
the hull ofany steamboat or vessel; ander -the pro- 
visions of this act, shall, after a. thorough exami- 
nation of the same, give to: the owner or master, 
as the case ‘may be, a ‘certificate; in which: shall 
be stated the age of- the said’ boat ‘or vessel, when: 
and where originally built, and the length of time 
the same has been running. And he or they. shall 
also state whether, in his or their opinion, the said 


or persons who shali be called upon to inspect the 
boilers and machinery of any steamboat or vessel, 
under the provisions of this act, shall, after a 
thorough examination of the same, make a certi- 
ficate, in whichhe or they shall state hisor their opi- 
nion whether said boilers are sound and fit for use, 
together with the age of said boilers, and duplicates 
thereof shall be delivered to the owner or master 
of such vessel; one of which it shall be the duty of 
the said master and owner to deliver to the collector 
or surveyor of the port whenever he shall apply: 
for a license, or for a renewalof a license; the 
other he shall canse to'be pasted up, and kept in 
some conspicuous part of said boat, for the infor-" 
mation of the public; and, for each and-every in- 
inspection so made, each of the said inspectors 
shall be paid by the said master or owner applying, 
the sum of five dollars. : 

Sec: 6: -And be it further enacted, That-it shall 


GLOBE 


‘and, on a failure thereof;. he 0 


id. Caney: 


be the dutty of the owners and masters -of steam- 


fourth section of this act to be made at least once- 
in every twelve months; ‘and the examination and 
trial of the strenth of the boilers of. his Dodt, res; 
quired by the fifth section, at least once “in eve 


abe 


of the port where his: boat or vessel: hi 
rolled or licensed, the certificate of such ; 
hey- shall: forfeit 


the license granted. to such boat. 


for all damagesto the property or any. passengers 
on board of any boat occasioned by an explosion of 
the boiler or any derangement of the engine or — 


| machinery of said boat. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the master of any boat or vessel, or the person. or 
persons charged with navigating said boat or ves- 
sel, which is propelled. in whole ‘or in part by 
steam, shall stop the motion or headway of said 
boat.or vessel, or when. the said boat or vessel 
shall be stopped for the. purpose of discharging, or 
taking in .cargo,. fuel, or. passengers, he or. they 
shall open-the safety-valve, so.as.to keep. the steam 
downvin said boiler .as near as practicable to what 
it is when the said boat.or vessel is under head- 
way, under'the penalty of two hundred dollars for 
each and every offence. .; seats 

Suc. 8. And be it further enacted, That: it. shall 
be the duty of the owner and master of every steam. 
vessel engaged in the transportation of freight or 
passengers, atsea or on the Mississippi river, the ton~ 
nage of which vessel shall not exceed two hundred 
tons, to provide and to carry with the said boat 
or vessel, upon cach and every voyage, two long- 
‘boats or yawls, each of which shall be competent 
to carry at least twenty persons; and where the ton- 
nage of said. vessel shall exceed two hundred tons, 
it shall be the duty of the owner and master to 
provide and carry, as aforesaid, not Jess than three 
jJong-boats or yawis, of the same or larger dimen- 
sions; and for every failure in these-particulars the 
said masterand owner ‘shall forfeit and. pay three 
hundred dollars. 50o pou Dienen cg Ro 
<o Sec: 9. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be 


_the duty of the master and owner of every steam 


vessel to provide, as a part of the necessary fami- 
ture, a suction-hose and fire engine and hose, sui- 
tableto be worked-on. said: boat.in. case of fre, and 
À ‘ ech and every voyage, in good 
order; and for a failure to do which they, and each 
them, shall forfeit and pay- the:sum ot: three hun- 


-dred. dollars... ; 


Suc. 11. And be tt further enacted, That it. shall 
be the duty of the master and ownerof every steam- 
boat, running between sunset and. sunrise, to carry 
one or more signal lights that may be seen by other 
boats navigating. the same waters, at some suitable 
point near or at the bow of said boats., = > ve 

Sec.. 12: And: be it. further: enacted, ‘That . the 


-perialties imposed by thisact may be sued for and 


gecovered in the name of the United States, in the 
district or circuit court of such district or. cireuit 
where the offence shall have been committed, or 
forfeiture incurred, or iu which the owner or mas- 
ter of said vessel may reside, one-half to the use 
of the former, and the other to the use. of the 
United States, or the said penalty may be prosecuted 
for by indictment in either'of the said courts. 

Sec. 13. And beit further enacted, That every cap- 
tain, engineer, pilot, or other person, employed on 
board ofany steamboat or vessel propelled in whole or 
in part by steam, by whose misconduct, negligence, 
or inattention to his or their ` respective, duties,.the 
life or lives of any person -or persons: on=ibosrd 
said vessel may be destroyed, shall be- deemed 
guilty of manslaughter; and,- upon conviction 
thereof, before any -circuit court of . the United 
States, shall be sentenced to confinementat: hard 
for a period net less than two.mor more mAg 
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The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
roadin the States. of Indiana and Illinois, was 
taken-up,; and postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, Friday next. 

<- PRE-EMPTIONS TO SETTLERS. 
~Thebill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 


the public lands, was taken up, and considered as 


in Committee of the Whole. o 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that this was 
a very important measure, and he presumed: that 
no Senator intended to press it. Its discussion 
would take up a good deal of time, and he thought 
that Senators should have some time allowed them 
to prepare for it. He would propose to postpone 
the bill, and make it-the order of the day for next 
Monday week. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought that, if the mo- 
tion prevailed, it would be equivalent to postponing 
it for some months to come. He was satisfied that 
the Senator from Kentucky did not wish to give 
the bill the go-by in that manner. Tuesday week, 
Mr. C. said, was set apart for the consideration of 
the important measure in. relation to’the finances. 
Another important measure, the bill relating to the 
banks in the District of Columbia, was set for 
Monday; and other measures of importance would 
come up about the time named by the gentleman. 
He did not apprehend that this pre-emption bill 
‘would occasion so much discussion as the Senator 
supposed. There was nothing novel in it, nothing 
extraordinary—the subject was well understood, 
and this bill. was so simple in its provision that 
he could not see how it could create any difficulty. 
The obnoxious feature in the pre-emption bill of 
the last session—that relating to floating claims— 
had been stricken out, and it now contained no 
Provisions to which any well founded objections 
could be urged. He hoped the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would consent to a postponement to a shorter 
day. 1 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that the bill did 
contain some novelty, notwithstanding. Certainly, 
said he, we have had pre-emptions enough; but to 
throw oper the whole public domain to every man 
who will call himself a pre-emptioner, was a 
novelty reserved for this bill. He did not, how- 
ever, intend to enter into the merits of the bill, but 
he made these observations for the purpose of 
showing that it was not the harmless measure that 
‘gentlemen supposed. He was sure that when they 
did take it up it would not be one day nor two days 
under discussion, but would perhaps occupy them 
for weeks, . i 

Mr. WALKER wished the bill to have an early 
‘consideration, because extensive land sales had 
lately been ordered, and if these took place before 
thé passage of the bill, many meritorious indi- 
viduals would be deprived of its benefits. If Con- 
gress was disposed to give to the actual settlers a 
portion of the land improved by them, it was im- 
‘portant that the bill should pass at an early day, so 
‘that the lands might not be sold before the. indus- 
trious cultivator could have an opportunity of 
‘securing his improvements. Mr. W. concluded by 
‘moving to make the bill the order of the day for 
Thursday next. ` 

‘Mr. KING of Alabama was in hopes that the 
Senator from Kentucky would have seen nothing 
in this bill of the alarming character which he 
“seemed to apprehend. The bill of the last session, 

‘Mr. K. said, embraced other and more extended 
“provisions than were to be found in the one before 
them, which oecasioned the protracted discussion 
the Senator referred to. It was in the provision 
Telating to the actual settlement on which so much 
time was consumed. . Mr. K. believed that there 
- was always a disposition to give to actual settlers a 
portion of their improvements; and he had hoped 
` that for so small and reasonable a matter the Se- 
nator from Kentucky would have permitted it to 
= by quietly and without unnecessary delay. 
he reason assigned by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi was a good one, and he hoped it would have 
its due weight with the Senate. The objectionable 
features having been removed from the bill, he 
indulged the hope that it would not haye to en- 
counter the opposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and that he would see the propriety of either 
modifying his motion sọ as to give it an earlier 
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consideration, or that he would aece 
of the Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the Senator from 
Alabama was certainly very coaxing; but he could 
not view the matter in the same light the Senator 
from Alabama did.. He would undertake to say 
that we should have applications for the passage of 
pre-emption laws to the end of time... These peo- 
ple would go on choosing the best parcels of the 
public land, and applying to Congress: for- pre- 


pt the motion 


emption rights, until they reached the Pacific. We 


had been told by the President, in his message, -as 
well as by the Senator from Alabama, “only pass 
this bill, and it shall be the last.” Mr. C. how- 
ever, did not believe these claims would ever cease. 
He thought the titne rather short, and would prefer 
that the bill should be fixed fora later period. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped that the conside- 
ration of the bill would not be delayed beyond Fri- 
day next.. The proposition, he said, was now in a 
more simple form than it had ever been presented 
to the Senate, and he was satisfied that a majority 


of the Senate would approve of it in its present‘ 


form, or with a few modifications. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to any delay. If 
the bill were postponed for two weeks, it might be 
delayed for months, from the circumstance of los- 
ing its place in the calander. There was no Sena- 
tor, he presumed, who was not familiar with the 
subject and prepared to vote at once without a 
word being said, as their minds were made up on 
one side or the other. While up he. would take 
occasion to say that he hoped the practice of the 
Government for the last forty years would not be 


reversed or discontinued. He was entirely in fa~ 


vor of the system. The best evidence of the. pre- 
emptionist wishtugt o become a cultivator, was his 
going into the forest, cutting down the trees, and 
erecting his little cabin; he was in favor of all snch 
settlers, 7 

The question was then taken on Mr. CLAY'S 
motion to postpone until Monday week, and lost. 

The question was next taken on. Mr. WALK- 
ER’S motion, and carried, so that the bill was 


postponed to, and made the order of the day for 


Friday next. 
‘The bill from the House to secure the payment 
of certain commissions on duty bonds to collectors 


.of the customs, was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Finance. : 
The bill to create the office of surveyor of publie 
lands in the Territory of Wisconsin, was taken up 


and considered as in Committee of the Whole, , 
“and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


The’ bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an association, called the 


' New England Mississippi Land Company; was, on 


motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, postponed until 
Monday next. 

The. bill for the relief.of William East, was 
taken up and considered; and after being explained 
and advocated by Messrs. CLAY and KING of 
Alabama, and opposed by Mr. TIPTON, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate adjourned. : ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, , 
Wepyespay, January 24, 1838. 
SEMINOLE WAR. 

As soon as the journal was read, : 

Mr. CAMPRELENG asked the consent of the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole again 
on the “bill making a partial appropriation for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 1838.” 

The motion was assented to without a division; 
and the House accordingly went into committee, 
Mr. Connor in the chair, and resumed the consi- 
deration of the above bill. 2 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
Wisz to reduce the appropriation from $1,000,000 
to $500,000. - . 

As soon as the question had been announced, 

Mr. THOMPSON, referring to what he had said 
yesterday, said that he had not said that the whole 
North felt sympathy with the Indians, only because 
they were our enemies. He did not believe such 
to be the universal feeling of the North. He hoped 


and believed that it was not now even. the general j 
feeling. If he thought so, he would not hesitate: 


-Was it the -action of. that House? No. 


Joose;i need be, from 
the Confederacy.. ‘That a portion ‘of. the: northern 
people were influenced by such feelings, he. did not 


one moment to leave, to, cut.Joo: 


. doubt. : ` 


Mr. BIDDLE said it had been his wish to speak 
on the subject-before the rising of ‘the committee 
yesterday, and nothing had occurred in the inter- 
vening period to change his views. He-could not 
suppress his surprise at the course: pursued yester- 
day. The debate which thea took ‘place com- 
menced with the appropriation. bill, and left off in 
a discussion on the abolition of slavery: That dis- 
cussion was provoked by-.a struggle between the 
gentleman from Virginia. and the gentleman from 
South Carolina, as to which was. tbe. most bitter 
opponent to the North. < 

Mr. WISE siated that the gentleman had totally 


. misunderstood him. . He was ‘not an enemy of the 


North. He had always been-a friend to the North, 
but at the same time he was a friend to the South. 

Mr. BIDDLE went on to complain of the un- 
fairness of Southern gentlemen in making denun- 
cations against the North in relation to abolition, 
when the Representalives of the North were tied 
down from replying by a-resolution of the House, 
which forbid all discussion on the subject. But he 
would tell those gentlemen that if ever the abolition 
question came to a crisis, the whole responsibility 
and calamity of the result would fall upon them. 
Mr. B. was proceeding, when 7 i 

Mr: PATTON.: protested against any further dis- 
cussion om-thatsubjeċt; which was quite foreign to 
the question before. the committee. 

Mr. BIDDLE: said'he would waive any further 
remarks on that snbject, and confine his remarks 
to the question of appropriation.: He asked what 
were the reasons urged for requiring this enormous 
appropriation from the pockets of the people. They 
were told that the emergency of the case required 
it, and, on this ground, the House was called upon 
to act precipitately. But his short experience had 
given him an opportunity of examining such pre- 
texts, and of the manner of forcing bills through 
the House by such pressing importunities. They 
were invariably taken. by surprise in these cases, 
and the appropriations were not asked until there 
was an “ emergency,” and then there was no time 
to discuss the matter. He would ask if such had 
not been the practice during the whole eighteen 
months of General Jesup’s command in Florida. 
He, for. one, would. protest against voting any 
more: money under such . pretexts.~ He, for one, 
was willing to assume the responsibility, and to go 
home to his constituents, and tell them that he-had 
refused to vote for an appropriation of another 
million, without knowing to what use it was to be 
applied. The treasures of the country had been 
squandered long enough. The main artery of the 
Treasury had been bleeding for a long time, and 
it only required a few gallons more to complete its 
exhaustion. Yes, he was willing to go back to his 


“constituents, and to say, that after fifteen millions 


had been expended in that war to no purpose, he 
refused to grant fifteen millions more, until some 
satisfactory explanation had been given as to its 
object. ee f 
The gentleman from Florida had said much 
about the employment of the Cherokees, and had 
contended, that if those Indians had not been em 
ployed,.the war would have been ended long. ago. 
But who was it who employed the Cherokees? 
Was it 
the action of the Government? No. But it was 
an idle experiment of General- Jesup, who had 
superseded General Scott, and who had pledged 
himself to undo all that had been’ done by the lat- 
ter. Mr. B. reviewed, at some length, the pro- 
ceedings of the court uf inquiry, in relation to the 
conduct of General Scott, whom he contended. was 
a brave and-gallant officer, who had been recailed 
from Florida at the moment he was striking the 
decisive blow, by the dishonorable conduct of Gen. 
Jesup, in writing a private letter. to the editor of 
the Globe, condeming the course ef his command- 
ing officer. He adverted to- the early history of 


-General Scott, his gallant conduct in the war with 


pee Britain, and other matters laudatory of that 
officer. : ; 


He concluded by commenting on the alleged ins 


irigues constantly carried on at the seat of Govern- 
ment, and contended that until the time should ar- 


rive when the officers of our army and navy could - 


rely entirely on the protection of. Congress, our 
national honor would never be secure. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was unwilling to be driven 
into a hasty passage of this appropriation without 
due examination, for he had already voted cheer- 
fully for upwards of ten miilions to put an end to 
ihe Florida war. There was another reason. 
the commencement of the session, a resolution 
introduced by him. had been adopted, calling upon 
tbe Secretary of War for information in relation to 
the proceedings there; but no response had yet 
come in. He would not say that the withholding 
of this information would induce him to withheld 
the money. On the contrary, he was disposed to 
give the money, and should continue to do so, for 
the present at least, on the principle that when his 
house was on fire he would try and first put it out, 
and inquire into the cause of the conflagration af- 
terwards. Mr. U. deprecated the course of these 
ex parte trials and condemnation of Generals Scott 
and Jesup. ‘Take the case of the capture of Oceo- 
Ja, for which the latter had been censured: had 
they all the facts before them? They had not; bat 
the letter of Gen, Jesup justified that act, for it ap- 
‘peared that Oceola had come in with a perfidious 
intention, and Mr. U, adduced parallel instances in 
the early wars of the West, known to ali. He ob- 
jected, however, to such denunciations, on either 
side, before all the facts were ascertained. With 
reference to Gen. Jesup, he had before read to the 
House a letter from that officer, in which he stated 
that he (Gen. J.) wished a most full and ample in- 
quiry into all his transactions, both in the Creek 
and Seminole campaigns. Asto the letter to F. 
P. Blair, he hejd that it had been improperly used; 
but the writer was not responsible for that, for he 
had marked it “private,” and did not address it 
directly to the President of the United States; but 
even if ithad been addressed to the President direct- 
ly, Mai. U. held that the second in command had a 
right, and it was his duty, to make known what he 
believed to be the truth to the commander-in-chief. 
Take the case of Gen. Hull: supposing. him to 
have been guiity of intriguing with the enemy, and 
that his second in command knew it, would any 
one have censured. the latter for making that fact 
known to the then commander-in-chief, the Presi- 
dent of the United States? Again, it should he re- 
membered that Gen. Jesup had voluntarily retract- 
ed all he had said in: relation to Gen. Scott. Mr. 
U. did not, however, believe that the delay 
of. this. war was the fault either of our Generals 
or thé army, for he belicved they had all donc the 
Best they could. The fault lay in sending tov large 
a force, ten or twelve thousand men, en masse, and 
the remedy, he thought, would be to pursue the 
same course they did in Kentucky many years ago: 
act by detail in small parties, protected by forts, 
&e. f 

Mr. GLASCOCK said, that in consequence of 
the latitude which this debale had taken, he felt it 
to bea duty which he owed to himself, as well as 
in the section of the country which he in part re- 
sented, to make some remarks in reply to gen- 
vlemen who had preceded him on this question. 
gly regretied the course which this 


ot i an os 
taken; but inasmuch as this course 


of de ensucd, he wished to be permitted to 
n i ss in reply. At the commence- 
ment c present debate, charges serious in their 


character had been made against the General Go- 
vernment as to the policy it had pursued towards 
those Indian tribes; but he was convinced, if the 
gentleman who made the charges had given to ne 
subject that attention which he generally. gives 
questions ‘which he investigates, he would. have 
come to the conclusion that some of the remarks 
which he made were not justified by the facts in 
relation to the trealy made with the Seminole Ju- 
dians. One charge of the gentleman from Vir- 
winia, who bad but followed up the remarks of the 
gentler ri noni OF former occasion, 
gentleman from Vermont on a Former, O oe 
was, that the treaty with those Indians was a frau 
dulent treaty.. Ele (Mr. G.) well recollected the time 
when that charge was first made by the Sa 
from Vermont, and he. alse well recollected 


At 
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the bold and manly reply which was made to it by 
the then delegate from Florida on this floor.. The 


„general charge in relation to the treaty not being 


valid, was predicated on the ground that the time 
for carrying st into effect had expired before it was 
ratified by our Government. He would say to 
gentlemen, however, if they would take the trouble 
to referto the treaty itself; and to the ground then 
assumed by the delegate from Florida, they would 
find that every donbt would be removed as to the 


‘validity of that treaty with the Seminoles, notwith- 


standing all their sympathies for these Indians; and 
they wouid at once admit that the ladians had been 
treated with the utmost humanity and liberality by 
the General Government. They would find, also, 
that the delay complained of as the cause’ of ren- 
dering the treaty null and void, was occasioned by 
the act of the Indians themselves. . In the treaty of 
Fort Moultrie with these Indians, there were certain 
conditions precedent, which it was not necessary 
here to enter into, but which all could sce, who 
chose to refer to it; and in the subsequent treaty of 
Payne’s Landing, one of the conditions of it was that 
some of the principal chiefs should visit the country 
to which it was contemplated to remove them; 
and upon their being satisfied with the country, 
and making certain arrangements. with the Creeks, 
the treaty was to be ratified and carried into effect. 
This treaty was made in 1833; and if the treaty was 
not sooner carried into effect, it was because 
the Indians had not sooner complied with their 
part of the treaty, as gentlemen would see by a 
reference to ahistory of the matter. Gentlemen 
were entirely mistaken in supposing that it was the 
fault of the Government that the treaty was not 
sooner ratified: it was the fault of the Indians 
themselves; and even if this Monse had the power 
to render this treaty nnll and void, the facts of the 
case would not justify it Weil, after the treaty 
was ratified, and it was found that Gen. Clinch, 
acting under the authority of the Government, was 
unable to remove them within the time specified, 
another year was given them, so that they might 
not be put to any great inconvenience. This was 
done in 1835, and at that time not a voice was 
raised in Florida against the validity of the treaty; 
batall fally acknowledged it as binding upon them. 
Farthermore: when tis General Government, 
which was now charged with so much inhumanity 
and perfidy tuwards these Indians, found them ina 
starving condition, appropriations were made for 
their support and maintenance, and many of them 
owed their lives to the liberality ob the Govern- 
ment in thus providing for them. With what jus- 
tice, then, could genilemen stand up here and say 
that it was attempted by our officers to destroy this 
whole race of unfortunate people? Gentlemen, 
toa, ia referring to the history of the transactions 
in Florida, have extolled Oceola to the skies, and 


helt him up as an example worthy of imi- 
tation, whilst our own officers have been 
held up to public indignation and scorn. 
‘They should, however, recollect the mur- 
ders which. that Chief has committed, be- 
lore they attempt to eulogize him; they 
should recollect the cold-blooded murder of 


General Thompson by. this chief with the very 
instrament which he had been entrusted with in 
confidence, before they bestow on him their praises; 
and they should recollect that it was his perfidy 
which laid low a brave aud a gallant officer who 
had placed the utmost confidence in him. If such 
a deed as this had been committed by a fordign 
enemy, or by one of our own officers, it would 
have subjected him to eternal infamy; yet for this 
act this chief is proclaimed a brave, a gallant, and 
a noble warrior, by gentiemen on this floor. Mir. 
G. admitted Oceola to have been a desperate foe. 
He believed him to be a brave man, and so are 
many assassins; so are many murderers. They 
fear nothing in the day or in the night, and are pre- 
pared to commit the most daring acts of bravery, 
and will arrest your civil authority; but are these 
the men to be held up to public admiration by 
honorable gentlemen on this foor? 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr 
had uscd language, and resorted to argaments, 
which he (Mr. G.) little expected on the present 
occasion. When, however, he- recollected the 
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gentleman’s known hostility to every movement 
of the General Government, he was wiling to 
make some allowance for him. Mr, G. would 
ask what had the proceedings of tbe Govern- 
ment in relation. to Treasury notes, and) what had 


the characteis of Generals Jesup and Scott, to` 


do with the present question“before the House? 
He concurred entirely in the remarks of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Understood,) 
that it was improper tō pronounce condemnation 
upon the officers of ‘our army without giving them 
a full and a fair hearing. . A blow, says the gens 
tleman. from Pennsylvania, has bern aimed at 
General Scott’s integrity, and the sword hae been 
struck from his right hand by a blow from behind. 
Well, sir, might he not retort upon the gentleman 
in the same manner, and say that. an attempt was 


| now making to do the same thing with regard to 


another officer of our army? The gentleman had 
referred us to the fields of Chippewa and Niagara 
for the gallant exploits of General Scott, and bas 
told us how his youthful bosom glowed when he 
heard of the trizmph of our arms on those occa- 
sions; but had the gentleman forgotten the valorous 
deeds ef Jesup on those same battle fields, and that 
General Brown himself had said that this gallant 
officer was foremost in the blaze of battle? No 
man, said Mr. G. cai read the history of those 
times, or can look back to them, without awarding 
to General Jesup praises for as great bravery as 
any of his brother officers. If a blow has been 


aimed at the character of General Scott, so also is ` 
| General Jesup, who is now fighting the battles of 


his country, about to be condemned without.a hear- 
ing. Mr. G. was ready and willing to award due 
praise to all our gallant officers, and would con- 
demn sone of them without a hearing, as he 
thought such a course little fitting a grave delibera- 
tive assembly. With regard to the treachery of 
the Cherokees which had been alluded to, he hoped 
they might be enabled to clear themselves of it, as 
he should be sorry to see such ah imputation rest 
upon them; and as the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) had admonished the delegate from’ 
Florida not to make this charge against those In- 
dians without proof, he hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia would take the same admonition from 
him, not to make charges against the Executive 
Departments of our Government without the proof. 
If the gentleman would take of him this admoni- 


tion, he anticipated that many unpleasant discas- . 


sions would be avoided, and much unpleasant 
fecling prevented. But it had. been said by the. 
genileman from Pennsylvania that, if these 
Cherokees had proved treacherous, and evil had 
resulted irom their mission, those who em- 
ployed them were to blame for it. Now, Mr. 
G. had no doubt that this delegation had been em 
ployed at the instance, or at least with the sanc- 
tion, of the Secretary of War; but he was far 
from believing that that officer was censurable for 
thus employing them. His motive in their employ- 
ment was good, and it was wrong. to. censure him 
for the failure of the mission. Mr, G. also denied 
that the principal was responsible in all cases for 
the act of the agent, as had been asserted by the 
gentleman from Virginia. Suppose the gentleman 
and himself had employed an agent to perform a 
certain service in the making of a contract or 
otherwise, and tha agent had committed a fraud, 
were they to be held accountable for that fraud? 
He thought nol. In regard tothe statements repre- 
sented to have been made by the Cherokee 
to the Seminoles, that if they would only bold 
out this winter, Congress would refuse to make 
farther appropriations, and the war would cease, 
he had only to say that there was a remarkable 
coincidence between the statement of the Chero- 
kees and the course of certain gentlemen on this 
floor. : 

Mr. G. proceeded at some length to reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (My. 


- Biddle,) and concluded by urging upon the House 


the propriety of making the appropriation asked for 
by the bill under consideration, 

Mr. BYNUM commented, at some length, ni 
the inconsistent course of the gentleman in o apa 
sition to the appropriation, le deprecated the 
idea of making ita pariy question. For his par, 


t 


im would ® invariable be, first for the: good of. 
“éotantry; ‘and next for his party... He adverled. 
io ‘the “History of ancient republics, and: adduced, 
instarites’ to’ show; that in all cases their. ruin had 
been’ ‘Accomplished - by faction, and -by party con- 
tests.” He conid scarcely conceive how gentlemen 
could oppose the appropriation, and -enter into an 
invegtigation of the conduct of-their: officers, at the 
very ‘time’ when the ‘war was ‘going on. Such a 
course was calculated - to: retard every measure, to 
dishonor ‘the commander, and unnerve. the. sol- 
diers. “Such a course was wholly unprecedented, 
for a Government to go into an investigation of 
the conduct of an officer, while that officer was en- 
gaged in the field. Mr. -B. adverted to the con- 
duct: of the Government during the. war with Great 
Britain, and ‘in relation to ‘Mexico, and the course 
of the Opposition -in relation to itë He went into 
avhistory of the movements of that party; and 
said-it was evident that the war which the Govern- 


‘ment had most reason to fear, was the war of a | 


‘Bank ofthe United States. . 

“Mr. B. was proceeding to- reply to some of the 

-arguments of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

(Mr. Biddle,) i in relation to the abolition question; 

when. ee 

The ‘CHAIR suggested that such a course was 
not in order. 

Mr. BYNUM said that if he had digressed, he 
was but following the example’ set by others, and 
he would cheerfully submit to the suggestion of the 
Chair. He then resumed his defence of the Admi- 
nistration, and expressed his opinion that there was 
nota single member who had a serious doubt, on 
the propriety of granting the appropriation, unless 
they had made up their minds to refuse all appro- 
priations and’ make an- ‘Infamous ‘peace with sà- 
vages. 

Mr. POPE gave a “statement of the facts which 
had induced the Committee. of Ways and Means 
` to report this bill; substantially the same as that 
given by Mr. CAMBRELENG yesterday, and that it 
had been therein’ unanimously acted upon. © He 
` beseeched his friends, of all parties, to arrest the’ 
- farther progress of this discussion, and report the 
bill, The war was now going on, it had been re- 
cognised by both Houses of Congress, and they 
“were compelled to appropriate money for its sup- 
pression. He was anxious for investigation, and 

“ whenever the- proposition was brought “forward to 
“-go.into an examination of its origin and causes, 
and its subsequent proceedings, he should give it 
his cordial support... Some investigati.m was ne- 

‘ “ cessaty. “Tt had already cost the country some fif- 

“teen rhillions of dollars. The people of Kentucky de- 

sired ‘it, for the committee of inquiry at Frede- 

“tiektown had cost more money: than had been ex- 

‘pendéd in’ the acquisition of the- two States of Ken- 

‘tucky and Tennessee, the fairest portion of North 

“Americas 

“Mr, CAMBRELENG united his voice to that.of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, for the immediate 
passage of this bill. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, in reporting this partial appropriation had 
done it for the express pnrpose of avoiding all dis- 
‘cussion, and not intertere with the other bill, which 
would‘open the whole merits of the question. Mr. 
C. stated; in addition, that he had received, since 
yesterday, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, stating that the Subsistence and the Quarter- 
: master’s Departments: were without funds, and that 
the Paymaster General had drafts upon him to the 
amount of upwards of $100, 000 without the means 
to meet them. He again stated. that the. general 
bill would offer ample’ opportunity to “discuss 
this whole subject. - 

-The question was then taken on Mr. Wise’s 
- amendment, and it was-rejected without a division. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. : 

“4 CANADA FRONTIER. 

‘The committee then took up and considered the 
-#-bill-making.an appropriation : [of $625,500] for 
the protection. of the Northern frontier of the United 
` States,” and then. rose; -and reported the two fore- 
| Boing bills ‘to-the House. : 

‘MI RENCHER. ealled:for- the: yeas and: hays 
on ordering the Indian appropriation -bill :to-be en- 
grossed; which were ordered, and were—Yeas 


time Sand passed. 


_ Before the vote was announced— `~ g 
“Mr. HAWKINS of North Carolina ‘rose, “and 

stated that he was - momentarily, out of his seat 

when his name was called; and the vote on. the bill 


favor, “but it was siecle to. 
The “bill making an” ap; ropriation: forthe pro- 


tection of the northern frontier of the United States” |i 


was then ordered to be engrossed ‘for a third read- 
ing, and having been engrossed, Was réad the third 
time, and passed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- : 
munication from the Secretary of the Nz avy, ians- 4 


mitting a statement of the appropriations and’ ex- 


‘penditures of that Department under each specific 


head. 
_ Also a communication from the’ ‘Secretary of 
War, transmitting a statement of the names, duties, 
periods of service, salaries, &c. of the Clerks’ in 
that Depariment. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, . 

The above were severally laid on the table; and 
then, i 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, January 24, 1838: 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Commissioner. of Indiah ‘Affairs it’ answer to 
ihe resolution of the Senate of the 16th instant, re- 
lative to the claim of George Duvall: laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, made 
in compliance with the ninth section of the act of 
‘the 20th April, 1818, transmitting a statement of 
the names of the several clerks” employed in the 


` War Department, with the compensations paid ‘to 


each: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Navy Departinent, trans- 
mitting the. annual statement of ‘appropriations 
made for that Department for the year 1837: ‘laid 


on the table, and orderéd to be printed: 


The CHAIR communicated the preamble and 
resolutions adopted by a meeting of the citizens of 
Georgetown, D. C. and that part of Washington 
counly west ‘of Rock Creek, remonstrating against 
the passage of any law by Cofigtess interfering 


with the circulation of the notes of the’ Georgetown: 


corporation; also, remonstrating against the inter- 
ference by any cf the States or their citizens“‘with 
the institution of slavery as it exists in this District; 


which were read, and, 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, ‘that part of the 
memorial which relates to the corporation notes 


“owas referred to the Commitiée on the District’ of - 


Columbia; and the other part, relating to slavery, 
was laid on the table. 

Mr..CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
N. Grant, praying to be allowed to commute his 


pension for a section of land in the late Creek. ter- i 


ritory of Alabama: referred‘to the Committee” on 
Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the petition and 
papers-of John Burke were again referred to the 
Commitiee on Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Fran- 
ces Moore, executrix of Elias Moore; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Isaac Col-. 


lier; which was referred to the Committee on Com: 
merce. 


Mr. MORRIS presented the petition and papers | 


of Joseph West, praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. — 

_Mr. LYON presented a petition from thirty-five 
resident citizens of Port Sheldon, in the State of 
Michigan, praying Congress to make an appropria: 
tion for improving the harbor at that place; also a 
petition from thirty-three citizens of Western Mithis 
gan, for the same object: referred wo ihe Committee 


‘on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, = 7 
‘The petition of William G. Parker, on the files 


‘to transmit to the 


of the’ last session; was: again fe 
mittee ön Claims“ i 

“Mr. KiNG presented ‘the mém ria 
ber of Commercëof the city of Mobile 
a naval forcë- adeqitate to the: object: may: 
ployed to “protect” the commerce of ‘ihe ‘Gulf. of 
Mexico: ‘referred fo the’ Committee ‘on’ ‘Naval Af- 
fairs.” : : 
` Mr. “RING “also: ‘presented the meniorial” of 


‘George Fisher, administrator of John He Boyd, 


‘praying to be permitted io locate dther lands in Neu, 


| of that taken from him by an Indian. reservation: 


referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

‘Mr. SPENCE presented’ the petition’ of Juliet 
Onion, formerly ‘Julia Pendergast, praying to. be 
placed ‘on the pension roll; ‘under the act of J aly, 


1836, and the supplement | thereto of 2 March, 1837; 


which was referred to the Committée-on Pensions. 

‘Mr: TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
the Board'of Trade of the city of New York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law to expedite the regular 
mail and to discontinue the express mail. | - 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, moved that that com- 
mittee be discharged from ‘the further. considera- 
tion of the communication from the Governor of 
the State of Vermont, asking for an extension of 
the franking privilege; and also frora resolutions 
of the Legislature of Mississippi on the same sub- 
ject; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. (NILES, i 

“The Committee on’ ‘Manufactures was -discharg ged 
from the further consideration. of the petition of 
the Indiana Potery Company; praying for a dona- 
tion of land. - 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before the Senate the report of the engineers 
of the:Charleston and Cincinnati railroad, madei in 
October, 1837. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this Senate copies of 
all correspondence, if any; which may ‘have pas- 
sed between his department and. the banks of: the 
District of Columbia, after the passage of the de- 
posite act of June, 1836, and previous to the sus- 
pension of specie payments, relative to the ‘increase 
of their loans and discounts within that: period. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution; which’ lies on the table-one day: 

“Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause to be made an accurate and complete sur- 
vey of the Tennessee tiver, from- its mouth to the 
highest point of steamboat navigation, exhibiting 
the nature of the several Obstructions to that mode 
of navigation which still exists, the’ most effectual 
plan of 1 removing the” same, and estimates of the 
‘cost of removing said obstructions respectively. 

Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 


‘tion, which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
Senate the repart made to the 


Department of War since the first session of the 


-Twenty-fourth Congress, by the District Attorney 


of the United States for the district of New Jersey, 


‘eoncerning the’claim of Henry Gale and others to 


the Pea Patch island in the river Delaware, toge- 


` ther with the opinion of the Attorney General, and 


any other documests in the Department relating to 
the subject, not heretofore communicated to Cou- 
gress, 

The resolutions submitted by Messrs.. NOR- 
VELL, McKEAN and MORRIS, on the ‘subject 
of slavery, coming up in their order, were severaliy 
laid on the table. i 

Mr. RUGGLES, frem the Committee oa Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial of 
Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone, reported a 


‘bil for their relief; which was read and ordered to 


a second reading. 
On motion of "Mr. BE NTON, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury,” made some days since, 


-conveying the reiuras of the’ Rank of the. United 


States, was, with the documents, ordered to be 
printed. 


The reports of the Committee of. Finance unfa- 


is ‘ood “and 
Bew E oncurred in: 
(On motion ót KIN, map of the 
Cherokee eop, aE i report of 
Secretary of War on the: Subject’ of the Cherokee 
treaty, was ordered töbe printed: 

The following bills wére severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bitt to provide for thè bet 
passengers in. vessels propelled in 
part by steam; 


fer security of 
whole or in 


The bill to create the office of Surveyor of- 


the Public Lands in the. Wis sconsin ‘Territory; 
‘The bill for the relief of William I Fast; and 
The bill authorizing the appointment of persons 
to test the usefulness of inventions to improve and 
render safe the boilers of steam engines against ex- 
plosion. 
.The bill to provide for the legal adjudication of 
certain land claims in Louisiana and Arkansas, 
za taken up, and, on the suggestion of Mr. Mor- 
s, laid on the table. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to take up the bill 
to increase the present military establishment of 
the United Siates. Mr B. explained all _ the lead- 
ing features of the bill, and saidhe betieved there 
was nọ diversity of opinion in relation to the ne- 
cessity of an increase of the army; but he believed 
there did exist much ‘diversity, as to the best mode 
of effecting so‘desirable ‘a result. Some thought 
it more advisable to fill up the companies, without 
increasing the regiments, while others were for in- 
creasing the number of regiments. The bil be- 
fore them was the same as that resolved on at the 
last session; though, if any genileman was desi- 
rous of recommituing the bill, in order to test the 
strength of the Senate in relation to an increase of 
of the number of regiments, he should be satisfied 
for it to take that course. Mr. B. read a letter from 
the Secretary of War, recommending an iacrease 
of three regiments, and filling up the companies 
to the ek of sixty-cight. 

Mr. BAYARD spoke of the lamentable defi- 
ciency of oflicers experienced on many occasions 
lately, and the general necessity there existed for 
an increase of the army. The only difference on 
the subject was, whether the skeleton should be 
filled up, or the frame still further extended. He 


would move ‘o recommit the bill, with instructions - 


to inerease the regiments to the number of three, 
and fill up the’ companies to the number of sixty- 
eight. 

“Mr. PRESTON ‘spoke generally” against an in- 

` ereasé-of the officers; ke thought they were sufi- 
ciently namerous without increasing them; it was 
men that were most wanted; in many places there 
were not enough to keep up the ordinary drill. 
The rank and file might no doubt be increased ad- 
- vantageously, without muck expense, and without 
any increase of the patronage of the: Government, ` 

Mr. TIPTON was of opinion it would be most 

. advantageous to jacrease the rank and fils, ratber 
than officers. The staff, in his opinion, was already 
sufficiently large. If men were added, the oflicers 
would be rendered more efficient. 

Mr. CALHOUN thoughtif an. increase of th 
army.was neéded, it would be ‘safest to. increase 
the regiments. Experience has shown that where 
there were good officers, a tolerable good soidier 
could be made if seyen ör eight months. 

Mr, PRESTON asked for the ayes and noes on 
the motion to.recommit, when there appeared for 
the motion 15, against it 27, as follows: 
 YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Beaton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Pierce, Rob bins, Ruggies, Sevicr, 
Strange, and EPOR 

NAYS—Messrs. Alle 
houn, Clay ‘of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cathbert, 
Grandy, Habbard, Knight, bina, Me erriek, on- 
ton, Niles, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Robinson, 

f “Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 

T, White, Willia Ls, w sight, and 


> Buchanan, Cal- 


n, Brown 


he. 


lie sates of 


cavalry; one commissary, with the tank and emo- 
lament of a quartermaster, and three commissaries, 
with the rank and pay of assistant quartermasters; 
which amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished the bill recom- 
witted, We had already more officers than were 
ne®@essary, and yet they were asked to increase 
them .to a stit greater extent. Fle woald, there- 
fore, move to recommit the bill to the co mit: ee, 
with instructions to strike out that portion relating 
to an increase of the officers, and inercasing the 
staff of the army. 

Mr. BENTON said an increase of the 


sini of 

by 
went 
t for 


mil- 


the army had been touched on, he beheve 
B 


every Secretary since the last war- . Mr. 
on to show the absolute necessity that ex 
the contemplated increase. We had tv: 
loas of property scattered over a surface of 
upwards of eight thousand miles, and i some 
cases there was not a responsible oficer to take 
care cf or guard it from injury.» We had to 
employ civil engineers af a greater expense, and to 
far greater extent, than any conteranlated increase 
by that bili; men not subject to the rules and arti- 
eles of war; in short, men over whom they had no 
control. 
Mr. B. here read statements from the Secretary 
of War, aod high military officers of the < army, 10 
sustain the views he had taken. Orders had 3 
given from the Department, which it wa : 
impossible to carry intoe fect, forwantoft 
Mr Bea apy 


reen 


officers. uluded toa targe 
made for some purpose at the month of 
sippi, which fcoutd not be effected for want af 
proper odicer. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was of opinion that some in- 
crease of the topographical and military engineers 
was necessary. While up, he would be glad to 
learn from the chairman whether any provision was 
coniainel ip the biil to prevent the employment of 


engineers by p rivate companies. He was pat 
aware, indeed, that the regulations now ited 
it; buthe believed it was formerly practice.!, oeod to 
some considerable extent. Then there wes sone 
reason for it, as civil engineers were se: but 


now the necessity no longer existed, as they ware 
scattered allover the country. Mr. B,s 
stood from men of tried experience 
mentation of tne ordaance, topographical aud miie 
tary engineers was necessary. He hoped the Sona- 
tor froin Kentucky would withdraw the inotion to 
recoramit, and fet him hear what the miitary gen- 
tlemen in the Senate would suggest. 

Messrs, TIPTON, Ni CHOL! AS, ani 
followed. 

Mr. TIPTON then moved to amend the ninth 
section by striking out “the two assistant quarter- 
master generais and the two depuly quartermasler 
generals, » provided in that section. 

The motion was taken on this amendment and 
lost—there being 15 for and 16 against it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, since he had made the 
allusion to the circumstance of officers of the army 
being employed by railroad and canal companies, 
he had additional evidence that such had been tie 
practice to a great extent, and that oiljeers of the 
army had ‘aceamalated large fortancs in the ser- 
vice of these companies, while the business of, the 
Government was neglectel. Te would, therefore, 
offer the following amendment to the secia:t cec- 
tion of the bil: 

“Provided that no officer of the sai 
be employed in any service, for any 
pany, for which be shall receive any 
exeept his pay from the Un 

This amendment being co 
was further amended, so as to 
the; authority to cause iwo i 
actas.a regiment of riflemen. when e 

` The bill having been reported Leas 
ordered to be engrossed, and reads as fol 
A BILL to inesease the present miary estia 

ment of the United States, and fur 


BE 


corps shall 
ute or Com- 
oimpensaljon 


yr 


iOWst 


other pure 


Be it enacied o by the Senate and ilo 
talives of the United States of Amer 


Congress 


assembled, That there shall be added to each com- 
pany of artillery of fhe army of the United States, : 
one sergeant major, in lieu: ath the, present: lifst ser- 


NTON į; 


“geant o 


„to each company of drag goons, on? sergeant major, 


_ generals, with the rank ‘of lieutenant colonel, 


ne quartermaster sergeant, two corporais, 
and fifty-eight privates; and te each company Of in- 
faniry, óne- sergeant major, in Jien of the present 
first sergeant, one quartermaster seig ant, ove ser- 
geant, two corporals, and fifty-eight: privates; and 


of the “present rst sergeant, one guarir- 
sergeant, and one saddler, which saddler,; 

ldition to his clothing and subsistence, shall be 
allowed twenty dollars per maonth; and there shall be 
added two principal musicians to each regiment of ©. 
artillery. And the force authorized by this act to™ = 
be added to the present military éstablishment, and. 
the officers herein authorized to be’appointed, s ‘shall ‘ 
be subject to the Jaws and regulations which now” 
govern, or may hereafter govern, the mililary esta- 

blis’smeont of the United States. 

Se. 2. Ind he it further eaacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby, an- 
thorized to ad: to the corps of engineers, whenever 
he may deem itexpedient to increase the same, one 
lieutenant colonel, two majors, six captains, six 
first ond six second lieutenants: and that the pay ‘and 
emolunienis of the said corps shall be the same as 
those allowed to. the officers of tie regiments of 
dragoons, provided that no officer af the said corps 
shall be employed: in any service for any State or 
company, for which he shall. receive any comp“n- 
saion, exe: ipt his pay from the United States. 

à a wha d3 de eu further enacted, That so mach 
e twenty-ninth day of April, 
sand eight hundred anit twe! ve , entitled 
her provision for the "carps of 
engineers,” as piovides that ons payimaster shall 
be taken from the sabalterns of the: corps of en- 
gineers, be, and ihe same is here! hy, repealed; and 
that the paymaster, so authorized and provided, be 
attached tò the pay department, andbe, in ever y 
respect, placed on the footing of other paymasters 
of the ey 

Sse 4. Ani be it Surther enacted, That the corps 
of topographical engineers shall be organized and 
increased, by regular promotions in the same, sv 
that the said corps shall consist of one colonel, one 
lieutenant colonel, foar majors, ten captains, ten 
first lieutenants, and ten second lietitenants. F 

Sec. 5. Aad be it further enacted, That vacancies 
created by said organization, over and above those 
which can be filled by the „present, corps, shall be 
taken from the arny, and from such as it may be 
deemed advisable of the civil engineers employ ed 
unter the act of the thirtietn of April, eighteen 
hundred and twenty four; that the pay and emoln- 
ments to the officers of said corps shall be the same 
asare all in the 


allowed to officers of similar rank 
regiments of dragoons. ; 

Sic. O. Dad be it further enacted, That the 
thority to employ Givil engineers, in the act ‘of 
thirtieth of April, 
our, 
pa 


au- 
the 
eighteen hundred and twenty- 
, be,and the seme is hereby, repealed, after. the 
ge ng this act. 

See. 7. fnd be ùl further enacted, That the Presi - 
dent of tlie ° United Staies shall be, and heis hereby, 
authorized to appoint so many assistant Riijwiants 
genera!, not exe seeding four, with the braver rank 
pay, ande moluments of a maj jor, and not exceed: 


_ ing four, with the brevet rank, pay, and emohiments 


of a captain of cavalry, as he may deem necessary; 
aud that tbey shall be taken from the line of the ar 
my, and, in addition to their own, shall perform 
the duties of assistant inspectors general, when the 
circumstances of service may require.” . 

Sec. Q. And be it further enacted, That the officers 
to be taken from the line and transferred to the staf, 
T er the last preceding section, shall receive only 

he pay and emoluments attached to their rank i 
i 1e staff bat their transfer shall be withont pr: ju- 
cice to their rank ang promotion in the Ene, ae- 
cording to their siil rask and seniority; whieh pro- 
motion shall take place acrorditig to usage, in the 


same mannerasit they hal not been thas trans- 
ferred. ; 
Sec. 9. Aad be it farther enacted, That the Presi- 


dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to add to the quartermaster’s department 
not exceeding two assistant quariermaster generals, 
with the rank of colonel, two deputy quartermaster 


and 


134 


eight assistant quartermasters, with the. rank of 
captain; that the assistant quartermasters now in- 
service shall have the’same rank as is provided by 
this act.for those hereby authorized; and that the 
pay and emoluments of the officers of the quarter- 
master’s department shall be the same as are al- 
lowed to officers of similar rank in the regiments of 
dragoons: Provided, That all appointments in the 
quartermaster’s department shall be made from the 
army, and when officers taken for such appoint- 
ments hold rank in the line, they shall thereupon 
relinquish said rank, and be separated from the 
line of the army; and that promotion in said de~. 
partment stall take place as in regiments and 
corps. 

Seo. 10. And be it further enacted, That the quar- 
termaster general be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
from time to time, to employ as many forage-mas- 
ters and wagon-masters as he may deem necessary 
for the service, not exceeding twenty in -the 
whole, who shall be entitled to receive each 
forty dollars -per month, and three. rations 
per day, and forage for one`horse; and neither 
of whom: shall be interested or concerned, 
directly or indirectly, in any wagon or other means 
of transport employed by the United States, nor in 
the purchase or sale of any property procured for 
or belonging to the United ‘States, except as an 
agent for the United States. f 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That there be 
added to the commissariat of subsistence one 
assistant commissary general of subsistence, with 
the rank, pay and emoluments of a lieutenant co- 
lonel of cavalry, one commissary of subsistence, 
with the rank, pay and emoluments of a quarter- 
master of the army; and three commissaries of 
subsistence, with the rank, pay and emoluments of 
assistant quartermasters. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
stewards of hospitals at posts of more than four 
companies be hereafter allowed the pay, clothing, 
and rations of a sergeant.of ordnance; and, at all 
other posts, the pay, clothing, and rations of the 


first sergeant of a company of infantry. : 5 


Sec. 13. And be itfurther enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to add to the ordnance department, 


whenever he may deem it expedient to increase the ` 


same, by and with the advice of the Senate, two 
majors, ten first lieutenants, and ten second lien- 
tenants, and that the pay and emoluments of the 
officers of the said department shall be the same as 


those allowed to the officers of the regiments of 


dragoons. : 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacled, That so muc 
of the fourth section of the act passed fifth April, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, for the organiza- 
tion of the ordnance department, as authorizes the 
officers of ordnance to receive the same pay and 
emoluments now allowed artillery- officers, shall 
be construed to include the ten dollars per month 
additional pay to every officer in the actual com- 
mand.of a company, as compensation for the du- 
ties and résponsibilities with respect to clothing, 
arms, and accoutrements of the company, under 
the authority of the second section of: the act pas- 
sed second March, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, giving further compensation to the captains 
and subalterns of the army of the United States in 
certain cases:...Provided, That the officers of the 
ordnance department claiming the compensation 
for such duties and responsibilities, shall. have been 
actually in the command of enlisted men of the 
ordnance, and thereby incurred the aforesaid re 
sponsibilities. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passage of this act, the army. ration, when 
not received in kind, shall be ‘estimated at twenty- 
five cents per ration; and that every commissioned 
officer of the line, or staff, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive one additional ration per diem for every five 
years that he may have served or shall serve in the 


army of the United States; and the paymaster gene- - 


ral, surgeon general,-and commissary general of 
purchases, shall each be allowed six rations per 
diem, and the additional ration allowed in this 
“section. ; l . l 

Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this act, the monthly pay of 


same with that established for the monthly pay of 
the non-commissioned officers, muscians, and pri- 
vates of the marine corps, by the. first section of 


the act entitled “An act to improve.the condition, 


of the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the army and marine corps of the United States, 
and to prevént desertion,” approved March se- 
cond, eighteen hundred and thirty-three. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the fifth 
section of tle aforesaid last mentioned act. shall be, 
and the same hereby is, repealed; and that the pre- 
mium to officers for enlisting rectuits, and the boun- 
ty to recruits, shall hereafter be the same as before 
the passage of that act; but the payment of one 
half of the bounty shall be deferred until the re- 


` cruit shall have joined the corps in which he is to 


serve,. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That theallow- 
ance of sugar and coffee to the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, in lieu of the spirit 
or whiskey component part of the army ration, 
now directed by regulation, shall be fixed at six 
pounds of coffee and twelve pounds of sugar to 
every one hundred rations; to be issued weekly, 
when it can be done with convenience to the pub- 
lic service, and, when not so issued, to be paid for 
in money. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That it shall 


` be lawful for the officers composing the council of 


administration at any post, from time to time, to 
employ such person as they may think proper to 
officiate as chaplain at such post; and the person 
so employed shall, on the certificate of the com- 


manding officer of the post, be paid such sum for . 


his services, not exceeding forty dollars per month, 
as may be determined by the said council of ad- 
ministration, with the approval of the Secretary of 
War; and, in addition to his pay, the said chaplain 
shall be allowed four rations per diem, with quar- 
ters and fuel. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the chap- 
lain at the Military Academy shall hereafter be re- 
lieved of the duties of the professorship connected 
with his office by the act of April fourteenth, eigh- 
teen hundred and. eighteen; and that, for the per- 
formance of such duties, an additional professor be 


‘appointed, with the pay and. emoluments now al- 


lowed to the professor of mathematics; and, also, 
that an additional professor be appointed to instruct 


‘in the studies of chemistry, mineralogy, and geolo- 


gy, with the like pay and emoluments. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever Suitable non-commissioned officers or privates 
cannot be procured from the line of the army to 
serve as paymasters’ clerks, paymasters be, and 
hereby are, anthorized and empowered: to employ 


citizens to perform that. duty, at salaries not to ex- 


ceed five hundred dollars per annum, each. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That all let- 
ters and packages. on public business, to and from 
the commanding general, the chief engineer, the 
colonel of ordnance, the surgeon general, and the 
head of the topographical corps, shall be free from 
postage. oe 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, when- 
ever he may deem the same expedient; to cause 
not exceeding two regiments of infantry to be arm- 
ed and equipped and to serve as a regiment of rifle- 
men, and one other of the regiments of infantry to 
be armed and equipped and to serve as a regiment 
of light infantry. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
and paris of acts inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. f f . 

After an executive session, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 25, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH made an ineffectual attempt to in- 
duce the House to take up sundry bills from the 
Senate, on the Speaker’s table, for reference to 
their appropriate committees. 

CLAIMS ON DENMARK. 

The first business in order was the consideration 

of the following resolution, reported on ‘the 12th 


the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri-’ 
vates of the army of the United States, shall be the. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“inst. from the Committee on Foreig 


| tives of the United Siates of America, 


Affairs; and 
which was under-consideration on, Saturday last: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested (if, in ‘his. opinion, not inconsistent 
with the public interest) to: consider..the. propriety- 
of entering into negotiations. with the Court of Den- 
mark forthe purpose of obtaining therefrom a just, 
and equitable indemnification for the value of three 
prizes sent by John -Paul Jones, in one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-nine, into: Bergen, in 
Norway, and which were there delivered up by the 
Crown of Denmark to the English, viz: the letter- 
of-marque ships Union, of London,.and Betsey, of 
Liverpoll, and the brigantine Charming Polly. 

The resolution was then concurred in. 

Reports from Committees were then called for. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
. Mr. HOWARD reported Senate bill, with 
amendments, amendatory of the act of 1818, for 
the punishment of certain crimes, which was post- 
poned till to-morrow. f : : 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. : 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief 
Soloman Pruett. $ 

` Mr. FRY reported- the following, viz: 

A bill granting a pension to James J. Coffin, of 
Massachusetts. 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Mitchell, 
of Maine. i 
ye bill granting a pension to John Jost, of New 

ork. ee ` 
A bill granting a pension to Jacob Erb, of Penn- 
sylvania. ; ae 

Mr. BOND: reported a bill to enlarge the provi- 
sions of the act entitled an act granting half pay to 
widows and orphans whose fathers have died of 
wounds received in the military service of the Uni- 
ted. States in: certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses. . 

Also, a bill for the relief of James B. Rice. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported a 
bill-in favor of Lewis Hatch. , : 

Mr. CHILDS reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah Pemberton. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Philip Hariman. 

INVALID PENSIONS. i 

Mr. TAYLOR. reported a bill for the relief of 
Eliza Causin, daughter and heir of Col: John H. 
Stone, deceased. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph W. Knipe. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Salmoñds. oe 

Mr. MALLORY reported à bill for the relief of 
Jobn Casey. - : Ea 

“Mr. STANLY reported a bill for the relief of 
Ann Ross. ` : 

; ROADS AND CANALS. 

Mr. GRANT of New. York reported a biil to 
provide for the construction of a ship canal round 
the Falls of Niagara. iT, e 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. WISE, fiom the Select Committee on 
amending the Constitution of the United States, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. [Mr. W: remarked that 
the resolution had reccived the unanimous sane- 
tion of the committee.] `. - 

“The select committee appointed under the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, January 
il, 1838, to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution of the United States as 
to prohibit the appointment of members of Con- 
gress to Executive offices during the time for which 
they are elected Senators’ or Representatives, and 
the time of two years thereafter, beg leave to report 
the following joint resolution: f 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
i in Congress 
assembled, two-thi-ds of both houses concurring, 
That the following amendment to the Constitution 
be proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States; which, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three-fourths of the States, shall be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution of 
the United States, to. wit: g 

“No Senator or Representative shall be nomi- 
nated or appointed by the President to any office 
during the time such Senator or Representatives 


of 


shajt: E 
and’ for two ye cee 
“OS PENSION AGENCY “AT TUSCALOOSA. $ 
Mr. LAWLER, from the select committee on 
this ‘subject, reported a bill to provide: for paying 
certain pensions at Tuscaloosa, in the State of Ala- 
bama; which was read twice, and-ordered:io-be en- 
: grossed for a third. reading to-morrow. |. peas 
“WAYS AND’ MEANS. 


Mr. RENCHER reported. a bill for the relief of || 


Samuel M’Comb. 
/ CLAIMS. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill pro- ` 


viding for paying three companies of militia in the 

State of Indiana, called into the service of the 

United States. : 
_Also, a bill for the relief of the Louisville Sa- 

vings Institution. ; 
Also, Senate bill for the relief of Thomas A. 

Smith, with a recommendation that it do not pass. 
Mr. CHAMBERS reported a bill for the relief 

. of Adam Smith. 

p COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported.a billto define the num- 
ber, compensation, and duties of officers of the 
customs. f f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOULDIN reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to restrain the circulation of small 
notes in the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes, ` 5 “ 

Mr JENIFER said he had given notice to the 
committee that he should offer some amendments 
to this bill, one which he regarded as of more im- 
portance to the interests of the District than any 
other measure that would be brought forward this 
session; and he therefore moved that this amend- 
ments be printed, and that the bill be made the 

. speal order for Tuesday week. 

Mr. BOULDIN preferred the usual course, to 
commit the bill toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. © 

Mr. JENIFER ther waived his motion for the spe- 
cial order, and the bill and proposed amendments 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill authorizing the 
officers and managers of the Washington Monu- 
mental Society to erecta monument to the memory 
of George Washington on the public mall; which 
was read twice, and crdered to a third reading to- 
morrow. : ms 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a bill fo 
restore the jurisdiction of the United States district 
court in the northern disttict of Alabama. 

Also, a resolution declaring it inexpedient to 
establish a @istrict court at Tuscaloosa, in the 
State of Alabama ; which was concurred in. 

REVOLUTIONANY CLAIMS. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Richard Shute. 

Mr. HARPER reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Isaac Honeywell. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Mande- 
ville, deceased. ee 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, for the relief of James Witheral!. 

‘Also Senate bill, witly an amendment, for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John Jordon, 
deggased, late captain in the continental line of 
artillery officers. 

PRIVATE. LAND CLAIMS. . 

Mr. HARLAN reported. the. following resolu- 
tion, which was eoncurred in: i E ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 

` Carms be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill to repeal or limit the THIRD SEC- 
inion of the act approved the 2d of March, 1829, 
entitled “An act confirming the reports of the Re- 
-gister and Receiver of the Land Office 


and for other purposes.” - : , 
“The CHAIR then announced the special order, 
` heige thé consideration of the case of ihe 
ERS" MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. + 


; ` Mr. BRONSON had heretofore. moved. the ful- 


~ Jowing resolution: 
_ Resolved, 
Word are noti 


T. J. 


Messrs. 8. S. Prentiss and 


be United States, 


for the Dis-_ 
trietof Saint Stephens, in the: State of Alabama, 


A 
nembers of the 25th Congress, and 


I 
l 
i 


i 
i 


} 


J 


are-not entived to theirsseats in the Howe as such. 
The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who had moved tu amend by striking 
out all after the. word “Resolved,” and inserting as 
follews: “That. the resolution of this louse of the 
-3d of October last, declaring that. Samorn J. Gnor- 


son apd Jons F. H. Craizorne. were duly elected | 


members of the 25th Congress, was agreed to with- 


out a knowledge of all the facts. which. were mate- 


rial to a correct decision of the question presented, 
and the same is hereby rescinded.” 

Resolved further, ‘That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of- Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr FOSTER concluded his‘remarks in support 
-of the sitting member, and was followed on the 
same side by Mr. PENNYBACKER; who, after 


speaking for some time, gave way to a motion to. 


adjourn. 

Sundry bills from the Senate, Ising on the 
Speaker’s table, were, on motion of Mr. SMITH, 
taken up, read twice, and referred to the appropri- 
ate standing committees. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, at the request, he 
said, of one of the members from Alabama, moved 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the adverse 
report for the establishment of a disticit court of 
the United Siates at Tuscaloosa had becu concur- 
red in; vhich was agreed to. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


: Tuurspay, January 25, 1838. 

“Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
McLeran, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Louisiana, remonstrating against the 
confirmation ofa claim to land called the Tou- 
mas claim; referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Tiomas 
Griffin, heir at law of Corbin Griffin, praying for 
bounty land: Referred .to the Committee on Revo- 


' lutionary Claims. | 


Mr. ‘TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Miami county, Indiana, praying for the 
passage of a pre-emption law: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. ` 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two petitions 
from the merchants of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the completion of 
the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN presented two petitions, one asking 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, and signed by thirteen ladies of Garretsville, 
in Portage county, Ohio; the other, against the an- 
nexation of Texas, and signed by fifteen citizens 


! and fifteen ladies of the same place. 


Mr. A. said, that these petitions came in a letter 
addressed to his friend, the Hon. J. W. Ausen, of 
the House of Representatives, from Ohio; bur that, 
as the letter requested that the petitions should be 


i presented in the Senate, his friend of the other 


Lfouse had supposed that the letter vas intended 
for himself, (Mr. ALLEN ef the Senate,) and had 


' therefore handed the petitions to hum, with a-re- 


quest that he would present them in the Senute. , 
— The petition relative to Texas was then laid up-~ 


l on the table, and the motion to receive the other 


petition was also laid upon the table. 

Mr. ALLEN. also presented a memorial signed 
by sundry citizens of the county of Belmont, in 
the State of Ohio, and remarked, that this memo- 
rial comprehended three several subjects arising out 
of the unquiet state of our relaiions with the Go- 
vernments of Great Britain and Mexico. We said 
that the memorialists, after, in the first place, stat- 
ing the circumstances attending the destruction of 
the steamboat Caroline and the murder of our citi- 
zens within the American jurisdiction, by a body 
of. English snbjects, acting under the asthority of 
British commissioners, pray that our Government 
may accept of no atonement ‘for this outrage from 
the British. Government, short of a surrender to 
ourtribunals of the guilty persons, to be tried and 


punished according to the forms.of our law. . ‘The 
memorialists then proceed to express their. bope 
that no Ja may-be passed, and no measpres taken 
by our Governmem, to: restrain our citizens from 
interposing;-as individuals, in behalf of the patri- 
ots of Canada; and that if any such law exists, it 
may be repealed.. A statement is then given, by 


. the memorialists, of what. ihey are informed and 


suppose to be the conduct of the British Govern- 


this country and Mexico; and they: ask. that. our 
Government may take such measures in this. mat- 
ter, ss-may be necessary to sustain the rights, the 
honor and the dignity of this nation... ana’ 

I shall, sir, (said Mr. A.) submita remark. or 


‘two npon but one of the subjects embraced in this 


memorial—that of the destruction of the Caroline, 
and the slaughter of our citizens on board. It is 
due to ourselves to arrest the impression sought to 
be made upon the judgment of the world, that this 
outrage is justified, as an act of retaliation, for 
like offences charged to have been previously com- 
mitted by our citizens within the British territories 
of Canada. The facts authorize no such conclu- 
sion. Whatever may have been the indiscretion of 
some of our citizens in yielding to those impulsive 
sympathies for the patriots of Canada so natural to 
our countrymen, yet it is evident that, as a nation, 


‘we are in these transactious “more sinned. against 


than sinnir g.” i NAE ES 
If a few or our citizens, thoughtless of the danger 
to which their conduct might expose.the neutrality 


of their country, have interposed in the affairs of 


Canada, they have done so as individuals, cach 
man upon his own responsibility, without the sane- 


ment. If they have voluntarily withdrawn. from 
their own country, and placed themselves within the 
jurisdiction of the British empire, they stand ex- 
posed to the penalties of the British. law, for any 
infraction of its provisions, not as citizens of the 
United States, but as individuals found there, wiih- 
out regard to the. fact of their. citizenship in any 
particular country. As individuals acting seve- 
rally beyond the limits and without the authority of 
this Government, this Government is not responsi- 
ble for their acts. Government can act npon indi- 
viduals no longer than whilst they are within its 
jurisdiction, or employed in its agencies abroad. 
In anticipation of these movements of our citi- 
zens, whilst yet within our iimits, our Government 
has taken every precautionary measure exacted by 
the most rigid obi gations of nevtrality, But, on 
the other hand, how stands the case of the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline, and the murder of our peop!e? 
Was that the act of individuals? No: it was. the re- 
sult of an organized authoritative movement—a 
movement in obedience to the urders of a British 
Colonel; executed, in person, by a Captain of the 
Royal Navy, with her Majesty’s commission in his 
pocket. It was a public act, in violation of neu- 
trality, in violation of the public law of the civihz- 
ed world; it was the act of a Government, and 
will so stand through all ime, if not expressly dis- 
owned and amply a:oned for by the primary Go- 
vernment of England. It is to be hoped that it 
will be sc disowned, and that atonement made 
which jastice to an injured nation requires. | 

As matters now stand, the same justice requires 
is not to anticipate the possibility that the present 
incumbent of the British throne could so far sully 
he incipient glories of a virgin reign as te sanction 
midnight assassination, committed upon the sleep- 
ing citizens of a friendly power, under the color of 
a British commission. But, in any event, I doubt 
nol, that the American Executive. will take such 
measures. in relation to this Important subject. as 
will best comport with the interests, exact atene- 
ment for the wrongs, maintain rights, ami 
guard the honor, of the Republic. - 

Mr. A. then moved that the memorial be refe 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations; wi 
was done aceniding}y. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition ef a number 
of publishers of Hartford, Connertieni, remonstrut- 
ing against the passage of an international copy 


ha 
ae 


_right law: referred to the Committee on Pateats. 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorig] of 
Seward Porter and others, praying for a beacon 


ment in reference to the subsisting relations between . 


bias 


tion of our law, or the authority of our Govern- >. 


pamereman a o 


Papers p 


light at St. George’s Bank: referred to the Com 


mittee on Commerce. 


“Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, | 
teported with amendments, the bill from the House, 
“to secure the.payment of certain commissions on: 


Y 


duty: ponds. `- 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public: 


Lands, to which. had been referred the petition of 

Jacob Brown, reported a bill for his relief; which 

was read and ordered to á secolid reading. ` 
Mr. PEARCE, from the Commii:e on Pensions, 


made an unfavorable report on the petition of Ga- | 


briel VanHorn; also. repo-ted withoat amendment, 
the bill for the relief of James Steele.. > 00 

. The following resolutions were severally submit- 
ted: = af Tii 
By Mr. TIPTON: - oe 

Resolved, "That, the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of compen- 
sating Jesse Wadden and others, members of cap- 
tain Pierre Audrei’s company of mounted rangers, 
in the years 1813 and 1814... ` > 

-By. Mr. NORVELL: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 


inquire into the expediency of granting to the State 
of Michigan five hundred thousand acres of land 
for the purpose of internal improvements: adopted. 


By Mr. RUGGLES: SN 
~~ Resolved, That the Secretary of Treasury com- 
-mnnicate to the Senate the representations made to 
him felative to the light-houses of the United States 
_by. the Messrs. Blunt of New York; and also the 
report to him of the Commissioner of the Revenue 
thereon: adopted. : 

-By Mr. YOUNG: nar 

Resolved, That the-Secretary. of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to, the Senate with as little de- 
lay.as practicable, a copy of the recent report and 
survey. of Lieut. Lee of the Engineers, in’ relation 
to the removal ofthe. obstructions in the channel.of 


_ the Misissippi river at. the Rock. tiver and Des 
. Moines. Rapids, with appropriate. drawings of the 


river‘at. those points, indicatirig. the. course. of. the 
channel and the obstructions. to he'remoyed, with 
estimates of the expenses, necessary , to Accomplish 
said-object:adopted.. 2 a L e 
- Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce, be 
instructed. tọ inquire into. the expedjéncy of | esta- 
blishing ports. of entry or delivery.as may appear 
most, proper.and necessary at the cities of Chicago 
and Alton, in the State of Illmois: adopted. : 
-By Mr. ALLEN :. i bet Pe n 
Resolved, That,.the Committee on.the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into. the expediency. of..so 
amending the existing laws asto admit to the rights 
of. citizenship, without further délay, such men of 
foreign birth as. may have faithfully served a full 
term, of enlistment in. the army of the United 
States, upon-their taking the usual-oath: adopted. 


-By Mr. ROBBINS 2) 0 i 


. Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to furnish to each: member of „the Senate 
one.copy.of the documents. on. the subject of the 
public lands, directed to be compiled and printed 
by, the resolutions of the Senate of. the 26th Febru- 
ary, 1833, and 3d January, 1834.0 0. 0000. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to, furuish to such members of the Senate 
as. have not received the same under former reso- 
lutions or,orders, a. copy. of the American State 
ted hy Gales and Seaton, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 6 02 
~, Resolyed, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to inform the Senate what amount of money has 
been expended on the improvement of the Missouri 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. CLAY 
of Alabama, on the subject of a survey of the 
‘Tennessee river, with a view to the removal of the 
obstructions in the same, etc. was considered and 
adopted. 2 Rora i 
-~The tepert.of the Committee on Finance unfa- 
vorable to the petition of S. Moiris Waln and 
a@thers, was considered and concurred in. 


R 


CONGRESSIONA 


The following bills were severally read. the: third 
time, and passed: eh mee a ee se 


The bill të authorize the Commissioner ‘of the - 
Patent Office to issue ‘a patent to James Smith;-and | 
The bill to increase the ‘present military esta- 


blishment ‘of the United States. 


The following bills from the House were seve- | 


rally read twice, aiid réferred:: ~: : 
The bill making appropriations for the protec- 
tion of the Northern frontier of the United States; 
and os is Senge i i 
The bill making a partial appropriation for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for ‘thé year 1837. 
PRE-EMPTIONS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


The bill granting the right of ‘pre-emption to- 
. actual settlers on the public lands,. came up as the 


order of the day. i i 
Mr. WALKER arose, and explained at great 
length the merits of the bill, going into a critical 


examination of the bearings of its provisions upon | 


the actual settler, and the happy influence it would 
have in enhancing the value of the unsold lands of 
the country. By the bill, in its present shape, Mr. 
W. contended that no frauds on float exemptions 
could take place. 
ply confined the settler to the space he occupied, 
giving him preference in the purchase, at the Go- 
vernment price, over the speculator. It pre- 
vented him from interfering with the sites reserved 
for town lots, or lands reserved for purposes 
of education or internal improvement by` the 
States, under the. law of the United States. 
It was, therefore, not so broad in its provisions “as 
to extend to the Pacific!” but limited in its nature 
confining the Settler to States and organized Territo- 
ries, where-thé Indian title was extinguished.. The 
simple operation of the bill was merely to give the 
hardy and adventurous pioneer of the West a pre- 
ference over the greedy speculator, and what inju- 
ty could accrue to ‘the Government from such a 
proceeding? That settler who left the comforts of 
civilization to seek a new home, reclaiming’ the 
lands from their rude state, subduing the forest and 
building his cabin in the before untrodden wilds of 
the wilderness, was surely entitled to such a pre- 
ferénce; ‘and unless it could be shown that some 
great loss would accrue to the Government, from 


the establishment of the. pre-emption principle, the 


Senate must be convinced that the preference ought 
to be given to the pre-emptionists. Mr. W. here 
read a statement showing that of all the immense 


“amount of public land thrown-into the market, the 


price was not affected more than two cents ah‘ acre 


on the average by pre-emption rights; and that so. 


far from these pre-emptionists being an injury to 


the public property, they gave an increased value” 


fo it. It was population in the immediate’ neigh- 
borhood that gave value to the public lands, which 


Otherwise would bring little or nothing, however 
‘fertile; because destitute of settlers, 


But suppose 
the Government could get two cents more from the 


speculator, should the ‘honest and hardy -cultivator 
“be driven from his property that he had toiled so 


hard to secure? He would like to take the Senator 
from Kentucky through the new States, and show 
him the worthy and enterprising citizens from the 
North and South, applying at the Register’s office to 
buy in their farms, and that cold. and heartless Specu- 
lator trying to overbid him, he would then have his 
eloquent ‘and powerful support in favor of the 
measure, instead of his present opposition to it. 


| We have been told, said Mr. W. of the many 


frauds that. occur under the system, but he had 
yet to have them anithenticated before he lent 


a credulous ear. But suppose a fraud had occur- 


red, was that to prevent the passage of the law? If 


“we legislate ‘oh sach a principle, we might as 


well blot out the statute book. Where was it that 
frauds had not taken place? Look tothe revenue. 
As well might we say that we would repeal tthe 
tariff, because frauds have occurred at the custom- 
house.- He, Mr. W. would undertake to say that 
where one fraud had occurred under’ the pre-emp- 
tion laws, that a hundred had taken place in avoid- 
ing the payment of duties. Pre-emption affidavits 
had not yet become proverbial, like custom-house 
oaths.. Where one fraud had occurred: under the 
laws ‘of pre-emption, hundreds ‘would “fake place 
in the absence of it. Speculators had in fact tra- 


of: the same laws. Yes, said “Mr. 


It excluded. all grants, and sim- - 


versed the. country, vmaking: memoranda: of the 
farms, and~presenting themseives “tothe settlers, 
extorted ‘money: from ‘them, by:teliing-tħem that 


“unless they paid: so: much, they (the speculators,) 
~ would bid against: them at the land ‘sales: : 
-way thousands upon thousands ‘of dollars had: been 


“inthis 


filched from ‘the poor.’ © Front 1807 tothe present 


time, pre-emption «laws “have -béen passed, giving 


a preference in purchase to thie-actual settler; and 
should we abandon thesystem now, because we are 
told they will go on for ever asking the passage 
< God ‘grant 
‘they may go on adding to this. glorious Republic 
State after State, until we. have ‘one long line of 
States to the Pacific. Who helped to ‘give to 
the Union, Indiana, Illinois, and` others, >but 
these same actual settlers. Yes, this meritorioits 
and excellent class aided materially in adding 
these new stars to our national fag. Mr: W. 
thought it mournful to see the change of feeling 
that has come over Congress in relation to this 
pre-emption law. Once it was the favored child 
of the Repnblic, and: was a principle incorporated 
with the Governinent as far back as it could be 
traced. “Why change'the system now? Had the 
cultivator become less useful or Jess meritorious? 
He appealed to’every Senator to say whether. there 
was not a sense of justice within him “compelling 
him to vote ‘to extend this privilege to so useful “a 
class of citizens. ae 


` Mr. CLAY: of Kentucky inquired whether there 


was any statement shówing: the amount above the 


minimum ‘price -for which lands‘ had ‘been sold: at 


the public sales? If he understood it, the average 
price had been taken by mixing up togéther all the 
land sold, both at public-and private sale.) 77 
Mr. WALKER did not know whether the dis- 
crimination alluded to. by the’ Senator from Ken- 


` tucky had been made, but he was prepared to show 


that the averagé was what he had stated. 
Mr. WHITE moved the following as an aménd- 


“ment: ~ 


“ Provided’always, that this act shall'not be So 
construed as to give right of pre-emption to any’ per- 
son` or persohs in, consequence of any settlement 
or improvement made before the extinguishment of 
the Indian title to the Jand on which such settlement 
or improvement was made. =° waa 

Mr. WHITE said that the object óf his amend- 
ment was to give to every man who was-ät acttal 
settler on the public‘lands on the first of December 
last, a pre-emption, provided ‘the Indiaw title was 
extinguished’ at'thé time he iiiadé’ thé’ settlement. 
If the pre-emption law Was so: éxtelided as to give 
its benefits t6 those who have, in Violation of trea- 
ties, settled onthe ‘Indian lands, ft would “operate 
to encourage ‘persons to do So-in future. Ii would 
be in vain for us fó think that we can keep peace 
with the Indians, if we establish the principle that 
the mah who intrudes’ on their- lands shall be re- 
warded with a pre-emption as soon asa. treaty is 
made for his’ contémpt-of the laws and violation 
of their rights. We ‘hive’ information (said Mr. 
W.) that there are thousands of persons now in the 


‘Indian country, every man of whom will be enti- 


tled to a pre-emption under the bill vas it is, pro- 
vided treaties are held and -the Indian tiilés extin- 
guished this winter. “°° 7> ; 

_Mr. WALKER replied that the language of the 
bill exeluded the cases cited by the Senator from 
Tennessee. Mr. W, read extracts from the bi Hy 
showing that the Indian title must have been exs 
tinguished before any individual ean avail himself 
of any of its provisions: In addition to this, he 
said the bill contained the following proviso: “The 
provisions of this act shall not extend to any lands 
to which the Indian title has not been extinguish- 
ed.” Pre-emptions would not, therefore, be grant- 
ed to lands to which the Indian title may bé ettin- 
guished by treaties that may be held: this “winter, 
He could not think, therefore, that thë bill would 
embrace the cases cited by. the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, > E E 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama ‘opposéd the amend- 


} ment, asit would interfere with the rights of many 


of his constituents whom he wished to have the be- 


“nefits of the bill, and owho’ settled: in the Tadian 


country in Alabama with:the censent‘of the Indian 
proprietors, and without any injury to the. United 


any man, 


Affairs. 
- derstood it correctly) was fo secure frorn intrusion 
Jands not settled by treaty. ` : 2 


He (Mr. C.) would ask the Senator from Mis- 


sissippt what became of his argument in favor of 
the bill, ifthe amendment suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama prevailed? The Senator from 
Mississippi says that his. bill precludes from pre- 
emption all those who have settled on the public 
lands prior to the extinction of the Indian title¢ 
“whilé the other seeks to include those in the rights 
who had settled ‘there in anticipation of such an 
event, by invitation’ from. the Indians themselves— 
a bargain made with Indiansin anticipation of the 
surrender. 


anticipate the extinction, in process of time, of the 

Indian title to the whole wide range of land to the 

Pacific itself? He hoped that all trespassés on the 

ublic land, or Indian Jands. would be prevented. 

hese pre-emptions were mere struggles to get pos- 

>. .séssion of the public domain, and had ever a ten- 

~~ dency to violate the rights of the Indians. Let us, 

at least, (said Mr. C.) if we cannot protect the 

public property from lawless intrusion, endeavor to 

protect the poor: Indians, whose rights we were so 
solemnly pledged to shield from aggression. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was as much 
opposed to the violation of treaties, or of Indian 
rights, as the Senator from Kentucky, or any other 
man, and’ would be ‘the last man to give any sanc- 
tion to it. But he denied that. in the case of the 

. Alabama settlers any ‘injaryhad been done to the 
Indians or the Government. He was. under the 
impression that: individuals had been. permitted, 
under the authority of the officers. of Government, 
to occupy. the improvements they purchased from 
theIndians.) 00" > - : 

‘Mr. NILES made a few observations in favor of 
the ameridment of the Senator from Tennessee, and 
condemnatory of the practice ‘of intruding on the 
lands of the Indians: 

Mr. KING of Alabama defended the officers of 
‘Government (certifying agents, &c.) from the im- 
plications of the Senator from Tennessee.. He had 
taken great pains to inform himself, and he was 
satisfied that, with one exception only, a more 
faithfal,:vigilant, and efficient set of officers never 
were in the public’ service. One of the certifying 
agents had been dismissed for improper conduct, 
and the certifying of another had. been set aside on 
the ground thathe had been imposed on by persons 
bribing Indians not entitled, to personate those who 
-were entitled, to reservations. Fle was sorry. that 
his friend- from Tennessee. ‘had thought proper to 
make such sweeping denunciations, as he was sats-_ 
fied that the officers were vigilant, faithful, and ef- 
ficient. While up he would take occasion to say 
that, in general, it:was a very good rule that an in- 
dividual should not. get a pre-emption in conse- 
quence of his having. encroached on the Indian 
lands. . But if they. adhered strictly to that rule in 
a preemption law, many an individual, whose 
claim was meritorious, would be excluded. 

“Mr, WHITE said that these frauds were spoken 
of by ai agent of the Government. He boped they 
‘were not’ so numerous as had been represented. 
: He: would be giad:to-exempt the persons by wame 

_ from participation in any such deels. That frauds 

<- have-been:com dof & most gross. and: sicken- 

< jog nature, ther 0 doubt, Not only had 


dians or of 
gmendment - 


a source as the head of. the Committee on Indian: 
The object of the amendment (if he un-- 


Tf-such a system were to prevail, . 
where would it stop? © Who was theré.that did not. 


‘they induced one poor Indian to personale another 
Tadian-in the purchase of these reservations, but 


try sum of ten dollars; and even that was taken 
“from them when they left the certifying office. He 
believed it before, and still believed it, that these 
‘frauds were on a much larger scale than was gene- 
rally supposed. In the first instance, one set of 
agents had been sent to certify,- and then another to 
examine the certificates; and last, a board of com- 
- missioners had been appomted, that had alreayd 
been in-session some two or three years, without 


| giving us any thing authentic; and when they 


would, God only. knew. He had said, and stiil 
maintained, that the main cause of our disturbances 
grew out of the corrapt practices of the agents that 
had been sent among these people, and were not 
owing to the reservations, as had been affirmed. It 
was always painful to him to advert to such things, 
and he would not voluntarily have introduced the to- 
pic. His remarks had grown out of the observations 
of the Senator from Alabama,(Mr-Clay,) on the ques- 
tion whether the amendment ought to provide that 
uo man should have a pre-emption right who had 
settled on lands prior to the time the Indian title 
had been extinguished. He thought it became the 
Senate especially to set its face against the viola- 
. tion. of-any treaty or stipulation with the Indians. 

Mr. TIPTON said that he should vote for the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Tenves- 
see, (Mr. White,) prohibiting the granting of pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the publie lands, who 
had settled and made improvements on lands owned 
by the Indians. He thought we owed it to our 
own reputation, as well as to the solemn obligation 
of our treaties: with these people, to protect the 
rights of the Indians; and those who entered 
and made improvements on their lands, had no 
right to expect a pre-emption, even if those lands 
` have since been purchased from the Indians. 

Sir, (said Mr. T.) T cannot vote for the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
(Mr. Cuay,) prohibiting pre-emptions on lands that 
were not purchased from the Indians more than 
six months before the first of December last; and it 
is proper that I should state my reasons for this 
vote. They are these: in 1834 a treaty was nego- 
tiated with the Miami Indians in Indiana, by which 
they ceded a portion of the most valuable lands in 
that State, situated on the line of our canal, near 
to our flourishing villages; but the President 
of the United States refused his sanction to 
that treaty at thattime. He placed it in the hands of 
a commissioner, with instructions to obtain the con- 
sent of the Indians to the modifications. It has been 
modified; and the Senate will recollect that this 
treaty was ratified at the late: extra session of the 
Senate in October last. He had read and pre- 
sented to the Senate petitions from citizens of 
Miami county, Indiana, asking Congress to pass 
a pre-emption law. He did not pretend to say that 
these petitioners were entitled to pre-emption, or 
that Congress should permit pre-emption on 
these valuable lands; but he could not vote 
to prevent his own constituents, his owñ neighbors, 
from the benefits extended to others. The State 
would probably ask Congress to grant her all these 
lands at $1 25 per acre, to aid her in constructing 
her public works. He was in favor of giving the 
State those Jands on the terms he had indicated; 
but he could not vote to take away the supposed 
right of the persons referred to, though he did not 
believe their case a very strong one. 
` Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, while he was en- 
deavoring to defend one right, he was not aware 
that he would be trenching upon others, he would 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. SMITH .of Indiana expressed his regret 
that the amendment should have been withdrawn, 
and he shoald feel compelled to renew the motion. 
He hada high respect for the feelings which 
actuated his colleague in relation to these settlers, 
many of whom were also his (Mr. S's) friends; but 
he was impelled by a higher consideration, to wit: 
the duty he owed his State. Mr. S. here went 
into a long explanation in relation to these lands; 
the best, he said; in any country, and had'been set 
apart to aid the State: in her internal improve- 


| ments. These lands were not frontier lands, but 


had taken the lands, in many instances, for the pal- 


a 
situated in the middle of the State, and had been 
taken possession of by those families.with the full 
knowledge of all the facts in relation to them; and 
hence they could not expect to havé a pre-emption 
right. ae z A BEAP EE 

Mr. TIPTON said that he regretted to differ from 
his colleague, but he could not vote for the motion, 
for the reasons before stated. If he can vote'to 
disfranchise our cwn‘constituents, he must not €x- 
fect me to go with him. He had supported the 
internal improvements in-which the State they re- 
presented was embarked. “He would do every 
thing m his power to obtain the grant to. the State; 
but a regard should be had to individual justice. 
He did not believe that pre-emption rights could, 
rest on the late purchase from the Miami tribe of 
Indians, . eae 
. He had a fellow feeling for settlers in the 
western woods. ‘He had spent all his life with 
them, knew well what they suffered in penetrating 
the forest, felling the timber, and breaking the soil 
to raise bread for their families. They make roads, 
build mills, extend civilization. "They do more: 
they repulse the enemy, and-defend the soil; and 
he could give no vote to withhold justice from this 
meritorivus class of people. Tie was in no way 
interested, directly or. indirectly, in pre-emption 
claims. Tle wouid goas far as his colleague to 
obtain aid to the State, and thought it could be 
done without prejudicing their own constituents 
who are asking Congress to pass a pre-emption 
law. : te ge 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky here submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which, by general consent, was 
considered and adopted” 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate: to the Senate the qnantity | 


of all the public lands which has been sold at’ pub- 


lic sale, the aggregate amount of the purchase ‘ 


money, and the average price of each acre so sold: 
distinguishing between the sales made prior and 
subsequent to the introduction of the rule of cash 
sales. 

Mr. C. now moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER hoped not, and asked the yeas 
and nays: the question. on adjournment was de- 
cided in the negative, by a vote of 25 to 21, as fol- 
lows: j ae 

YEAS—Mesits. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Morriss, Prentiss, Roan, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Webster, and Williams---21.. 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Haub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smath of Indiana, Strange, Walker, White, 
Wright and Young—25. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky called the attention of 
the Senate to the amendment. One of the Sena- 
tors from Indiana was in favor of the lands going to 
the poor man, while the other was for claiming them 
for the poor State. In this vote he would go for 
tne whole State, rather than the few individualsin 
violation of what was deemed right. 

The question was then taken. on Mr. Smrrn’s 
amendment, and lost by a vote of 28 to 18, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, and Tah- 
madge—-18. Í . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Habbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, 


‘Nicholas, Niles, Norveil, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 


Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

Mr. SMITH then moved to amend the amend- 
ment of. Mr. Wawes, by inserting after it the 
words, ‘‘nor to any land on which the Indian title 
had not been extinguished six months prior to the 
first day of December last.” 

On this question the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and there appeared for it 18, against it 29, as fol- 
lows: 


-YESS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Alabama, Clay 
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of. Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, King, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, 
and Tallmadge.—18. f 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—-29. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting after the word before, the words “the date 
of any treaty by which?—-the effect of which was 
to include pre-emptions where the land was settled 
before the date of the treaty extinguishing the In- 
dian title. This amendment was lost without a di- 
vision. . i 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. WHITE, which was also taken by yeas and 
nays, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 36, 
nays 10, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn,Clay of Ky. Clayton,Crittenden,Cuthbert, Da- 
vis, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Me 
Kéan, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 


Smith, of Conn. Smith, of Indiana, Southard, | 


Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, White 
and Williams—36, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Pulton, King, Lyon, Norvell, Robinson, Walker, 
Wright and Young—10. f 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES, 
Frinay, January 26, 1838. 

The first business in order was the motion of Mr. 
GARLAND of Virginia, to reconsider the adverse 
report on the establishment of a district court of the 
United States, at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The re- 
port was reconsidered, and 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, f 
The subject was committed to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, Mr. L. intirnating that his desire was. to 
name some other point for the consideration of the 
Committee, 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committeé on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Stafford and the other heirs at law of 
Joseph Stafford of the revolutionary line of New 
Hampshire. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 

Mr. RAIRDEN asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read. . 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to furnish 
such members of the present House of Represen- 
tatives as have not received the same under former 
orders with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this House, being such 
as have been supplied ‘to members of the last and 
preceding Congress, viz: ; 

The Diplomatic Correspondence, ‘The Documen- 
tary History of the Revolution; The Land Laws, 
American State. Papers, Register of Debates, Con- 
tested Elections, and Commercial Regulations, 
Elliott’s Debates, and Elliott's Diplomatic Code— 

But nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize the reprinting of either of the above 
works. 

Objection being made— . 

Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rule, which 
was agreed to—ycas 129, nays not counted. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the resolution, which were ordered. 

Mr. HAYNES thought that some of these books 
had never been furnished to old members. 

Mr. McKAY would be glad to know from the 
gentleman who offered this resolution, if there was 
not a proviso attached to the bill making appro- 
priations for the contingent expenses, expressly 
prohibiting any portion of -the expenditure to be 
made therefrom, except for the ordinary purposes 
of the House. If that be the case, this resolution was 
notin order, because it would be necessary to 
make a new appropriation, which must be consi- 
dered in Committee of the Whole. 

In reference to the merits of the resolution, he 
said it was a practice which, if not puta stop to, 


ed, it was not material whether the books had ‘been 
received or not. It was but right and fair that the 
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for there would always be new members, and they 
would claim copies of all the books ever given to 
members ofold Congresses. He was not prepared 
to say what expense this resolution involved,but he 
supposed somewhere about about. forty or fifty 
thousand dollars. . aan 

Mr. BRIGGS understanding that it had never 
been given to members before, moved to strike out 
“Elliott’s Diplomatic Code.” tose 

Mr. RARIDEN only desired to include the same 
books given heretofore to the old members. ~” ; 

Mr. EVERETT thought that book had been one 
of the number. ; 

Mr. McKAY adverted to the Documentary His- 
tory as represented to have been supplied to former 
members, which was not the case, for not a single 
copy had been furnished to them. The resolution, 


therefore, stated whet, in point of fact, was not. 


true. $ 


Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that, if the re-- 


solution embraced the same books heretofore order- 


new members should be placed on the same foot- 
ing as the old. Ifit was proper for the nation to 
furnish books to its legislators, it was only right 
that all should be furnished equally; and if there 


was any difference, it should bein favor of the | 


new members, who might be supposed to be more 
in want of them than the old. : 

Mr. BRIGGS, understanding that the “‘Diploma- 
tic Code” was included in the former resolution, 
withdrew his amendment. ; 
`. Mr. RARIDEN sent to the Clerk’s table a reso- 
lution including that work, but, on referring to the 
proceedings of the House upon it, it appears to 
have laid on the table. ; 


ment. ‘ 
Mr. BRONSON, in reply to Mr. McKAY, re- 
marked that the contingent appropriation bill had 
not been passed, and therefore they were not tied 
up by the proviso alluded to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG apprehended his colleague 
was mistaken if he thought the proviso would not 
be passed by the Honse, unless the present Con- 
gress differed very essentially in opinion from the 
two former Congresses. It had been inva- 
riably introduced into each -bill for the last 
four years, and was designed to correct what 
Mr. C. considered a growing abuse, of paying 
matters entirely foreign to it out of the contingent 
fund. The same proviso’ was in the bill reported 
this session, and he believed would be again sanc- 
tioned by the House. Whether the books were 
purchased or not, he did hope that appropriations 
of this character would not be charged upon the 
contingent fund of the House, by which it had 
been encrmously increasing, from year to year, by 
the action of the House itself. Ifthis appropriation 
were made, let it be done by law in the usual way. 

Mr. BOND expressed his surprise that the House 
should suspend its rules, and set aside all its busi- 
ness, for the purpose of considering a resolution of 
this kind; a resolution-tooking alone to the personal 
benefit of the members. He strenuously opposed 
the measure, and asked if the House was aware of 
the expense it involved? When the former resolu- 
tion was under consideration, he recollected that a 
then member trom Tennessee, (Mr. Cave Johnson,) 
made a calculation demonstrating that it was about 
one thousand dollars to each member, in the aggre- 
gate upwards of one hundred thousand dollars. 
Mr. B. insisted that they had no right, in the pre~ 
sent exhausted state of the Treasury, thus to give 
to themselves the people’s money; and if Congress 
had committed a mistake originally, they eught to 
correct it. . 

Mr. BOON had voted against this project ori- 
ginally, but having received the books under the 
former resolution, he thought it would hardly be 
fair to withhold that from the new members which 
he had once received the benefit of. He thought, 
however, itought to be restricted to the present 
members, those now in the seats or otherwise, in 
case of death cr vacancy, several copies might 
be furnished for the representation of a single 
district. ae ; 


would form an indefinite claim upon the Treasury, 


‘posed of. 


Mr. BRIGGS therefore renewed his amend-. 


On the subject ofan exhausted or baiikrupt trea- 
sury, which had been brought into teview, Mr. 
B. trusted that those who had voted for the suspen- 
sion of the fourth instalment of deposite with the 
States would not be again questioned ‘for it, when 
they were now told (by Mr. Bond) by those who 
complained of that suspension, that ‘the ‘Treasury 
was absolutely bankrupt, for if such was its condi- 
tion, there was nothing to pay it with. °°" ne, 

Mr. B. added that “he would move an amend- 
ment to the effect he had indicated. <0 = 
` The CHAIR remarked thatit would not be in 
order till the pending amendment had “been dis- 

Mr. RARIDEN inquired of Mr: Bonn, if under 
the influence of the opinions he had expressed, he 
had allowed ‘himself to accept the books ordered 


‘under the former resolutions of the House. 


` Mr. BOND would state frankly, that the books 
having been sent to his lodgings, he had sent them 
home, and should de so again, unless under some 
general order to return them, which he should 
willingly yield obedience to; -still he was opposed- 


.to the principle, always had been, and shonid con- 


tinue to be so. 

Mr. RARIDEN had, to the best of his belief, in- 
serted no book in the resolution which had not been 
ordered before. : ‘ 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was in favor of equality ` 
in regard tọ sources of information furnished at 
the public expense. He held it to be for the interest 
of the constituents that the representatives should 
be in possession of the acts and doings of the Go- 
vernment at all periods. PU ad 
_ Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, sent the follow- 
ing amendment to the table, giving notice that he 
should move it when the present amendment was 
disposed of. : 

Resolved, That the late members of the House of 
Representatives of the 23d and 24th Congress, who 
have received, or are entitled to receive books, un- 
der the resolutions of the 23d and 24th Congress, 
are hereby directed.and required to place them 
in the Library of Congress for the use of their 
successors, who shall have the right to use them 
whilst members, and during the sessions of Con- 
gress, and who shall replace them in the Library 
for the use of their successors; and said books shall 
be thus kept for the use of.the members of the 
House of Representatives, and to be-used and re- 
placed in the Library of Congress from time ‘to 
time as aforesaid... [The books were named in the 
amendment.] |. ` ; as 

Mr. McKAY raised the question of order, that 
this resolution, involving a: distinct appropriation 
of money, should be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The CHAIR ruled against the point, but said 
that it might be used as an argument to the House. 

Mr. McKAY contended that no proposition for 
paying money could be authorized without being 
committed. The fact of the contingent bill not 
being passed, rather strengthened his point. 

Mr. McK’s remarks were interrupted by the 
special order, being the case of the 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION: 

The House then resumed the consideration. of 
the Mississippi Election case, the question pending 
being as follows: in 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolation: 

Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T, J. 
Word are nòt members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the Howse as Such. 

The question pending being on the motion of Mr. 
BELL, who on yesterday moyed to amend by striking 
out allihe word “Resolved,” and inserting as follows: 
“That the resolution of this House of the 3d. October 
last, declaring that SamveL J. Guonson and Jony 
F. H. Cramorye were duly elected mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress, was agreed to without a 
knowledge of all the facts which were material to a 
correct decision of the question presented, and the 
same is hereby rescinded.” ` 

Resolved, further, That Messrs. Prentiss 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th ene 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER resumed and concluded 


his remarks from’ yesterday, in reply to Mr. Pren- 
TISS, < He entered into’ an elaborate and ‘critical 
examination of. the arguments adduced by the Tat- 


fer, and contended that there was not the slightest - 


ground whereon: the contestants conld ‘fest. their 
claim.” [Want of room prevents our giving even 
an outline of his speech.] 


Mr. MAURY rose and stated, that it had been’ 


nis intention-to submit some remarks upon this 


» question, but, as there appeared to be some dispo- 


sition to take the question, he would now yield the 


> floor, if it should be understood that the debate was 
here to close. 


If any other gentlemen had a desire 
of addressing the House, they would intimate their 
intention now; and, if no gentleman did so, he 
would yield and permit the question to be taken. 
Mr. BRONSON said, as a. member of the Com- 


mittee of Elections, he should feel it to be his duty 


to address a‘ few remarks to the House, before the 
question should be taken. He should promise, 
however, that his remarks should be brief. 

Mr. LEGARE, also intimated his intention of 
addressing the House for a short time. : 

Mr. MAURY then declared his determination 
to make some remarks on the subject, but gave 
way to i 

Mr, SHIELDS, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 


[Omitted in the proceedings of yesterday.| i 
Mr. Craic, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 


Glition of the heirs of Col. John Hoicomb, and the 


petition of the heirs of Lieut. William Boyer. 


IN SENATE, 
- Fainay, Jan. 26th, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, in answer to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 10th instant, transmitting a re- 
port from the Colonel of Ordnance, in reference to 
the correspondence relative to the lead mines; and 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, the report and do- 
cuments were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 25th instant, transmitting 
acommunication from the Messrs. Blunts of New 
York, on the subject of the light-houses of the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Reynolds, heir of Major William Bailey of 
the Revolutionary army..." ee 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Fuller, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Bs 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Missouri, praying for the passage of a pre- 
emption law: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. O 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the petition and 
papers of John Rodgers of Arkansas, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the jomt me- 
morial of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Slate of Alabama, in reference to the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Tennessee river, 
asking*for an appropriation for farther improve- 
ments: referfed to the Committee on Commerce. 
“Also, a joint memorial from the same, on the 
subject of losses sustained from Creek Indian de- 
predations in the years 1836 and 1837: referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

‘Also, a remonstrance from the same, against the 
execution of a contract for the transfer of certain 
Creelc reservations: referred ‘to the same com- 
mittee. ae a 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of —, 
praying for additional compensation for carrying 
the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post.Roads. ke 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Crawford and Seneca. county, Ohio, 


praying for the establishment of a post route: re-. 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Oifice and Post 
Roads. 


_» Also, the petition. of -—— Andrews, praying for 


a pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions, 
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-Mr ALLEN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Litchfield, Medina county, Ohie, on th 


subject of the-mode of disposing of the public 

-lands; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands. Ce 

~ Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, - 


made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Richard Lucas; and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 
` Mr. H. from the same committee, reported seve- 
ral bills from the House without amendment. 
Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 


‘merce, to which had. been referred the bill from 


the other house for the relief of Ferdinand Clark, 
made an unfavorable report thereon; which was 
read. 

Mr. N. from the same committee, also reported 
unfavorably on the bill for the relief of David Smith 
and others. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the memorials of the 
Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, and of 
the New York and Harlem Railroad Company 
reported bills for their relief; which were severally 
read, and ordered to their second readings. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill from the House making 
partial appropriations for the suppression of In- 
dian hostilities for the year 1837; and the bill from 
the House making an appropriation for the protec- 


rally without amendment; and the same having 
been, by general consent, severally considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, were read the second 
and third time, and passed. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted. 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate such information 
as may be in his department, showing the number 
of Creek Indians which at any time during the 
year 1836 and 1837 were engaged in hostilities 
against the United States. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill fixing 
the compensation of officers of the army employed 
on duty in the military bureaus; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on. Military 
Affairs. ae ` 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. ROBBINS, di- 
recting the Secretary to purchase, for the, use of 
each new Senator, a copy of Gales and Seaton’s 
American State Papers, and copies of certain 
publications on the subject of the public lands, was 
taken up, and after some remarks from Messrs. 
KING and ROBBINS, was laid on the table. 


PRE-EMPTIONS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 
The bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands, was taken up, as the unfinish- 
ed business. 
Mr. WEBSTER saidhe would call the atten- 


importance. It was the propricty of making some 
provision in the bill to` settle questions arising at 
the General Land Office, and the local land offices, 
with respect to the mode of finally deciding on 
disputed land titles. He would suggest to the 
chairman of the committe, (Mr. Warker,) whether 
a provision should not be made to give to the courts 
of the United States, in the States, competent juris- 
diction over all disputed land titles, arising not only 
under the pre-emption laws, but in all other cases. 
He though if the circuit or district courts were au- 
thorized to entertain jurisdiction over the matter at 
home, a great deal of trouble would be saved, both 
here and there; and the advantage ofmniformity in 
practice and decision would be obtained. He did 
not purpose to offer any amendment himself, as he 
did not deem it essential to the bill, which he sup- 
posed, constituted as the Senate was, must pass; 
put he threw out these suggestions to the chairman 
of the committee for his consideration while the 
bill was pending. 
vision being necessary, it would be as well- to be 
introduced now as at a future time. 

Mr. WALKER replied that he would like to 
take more time to consider this, suggestion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, particularly as that 


tion of the Northern frontier, reported them seve- - 


‘tion of the chairman of the committee to a subject, 
` not necessarily connected with the bill, but of great 


Under the bill, some such pro-. 


gentleman seemed fo think that this jurisdiction 
should extend not only to pre-emption claims, but 
to other cases arising out of disputed land titles. 
He could not say whether it would not be better to 
provide for such cases by a general law. He had 
not made up his mind fully on this subject as yet. 


_ One of the difficulties which presented themselves 


to him was, the expense which would be incurred 
by. carrying conflicting cases before the United 
States courts.” The parties in general were poor, 
residing at a distance from the courts ; they would 


-be compelled to procure strictly legal evidence on 


the various points to be determined by the courts, 
and to employ lawyers, all of which would involve 
an expense too heavy for ihe majority of them to 
bear;"and in many cases the entire value of the 
quarter section would be swept away by this expen- 
sive mode of litigation. Now he had uo objection 
to a provision extending this jurisdiction with the 
consent cf parties; but to compel one party to go 
before these courts without the consent of the other, 
would involve a heavy cost, which he would hesi- 
tate long before he would consent to impose on 
them. He should also have no objection to an 
appeal in the last resort to either of the United 
States courts, where either party was dissatisfied 
with the decision of the General Land Office. He 
threw out these suggestions to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and probably might hereafter con- 
sent to some provisions, sufficiently matured and 
guarded, that would meet the views of the gentle- 
man. : i 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that his object was 
general—to give a direct power to the courts of the 
United States to entertain jurisdiction over-all dis- 
puted cases whatever. The gentleman’s greatest 
objection appeared to be founded on the expense 
to be incurred by carrying these cases before the | 
United States courts. Now, the first inquiry was, 
was there any existing mode short of judicature by 
which these conflicting cases could be settled? 
Here were two conflicting cases. A’and B dispute 
the right to a patent, and the President decides in 
favor of A. Now, did that end the case? No, 
surely. It must be made the subject of private 
litigation; and the only difference was, ifthe two 
parties were inhabitants of the same State, they 
might avail themselves of the State courts. “Now, 
all the objections as to expense, distance, and legal. 
strictness of evidence, existed as well with regard 
to the State courts as to the circuit and district 
courts, and it was as easy to try the cases in the 
latter as in the former. 

One great object (Mr. W. said) was to have a 
process which should be uniform in the decision of 
these important cases; and whether this would not 
be easier obtained in the United States courts than 
in the various courts of the States, where various 
forms and opinions prevailed, and where the only 
mode of bringing the cases before the United States 
court would be by the circuitous process of a writ 
of error to the Sepreme Court, was, submitted to 
the judgment of the chairman of the commiltee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama did not. know what 
views he might entertain with respect to the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Massachusetts, were it 
made in a distinct form; but he trusted that it would 
not, at all events, be made as an amendment to 
embarrass the bill under discussion. The proposi- 
tion was a new cne, and some views with respect 
to it which had been taken by the chairman of the 
committee were worthy of the deliberate conside- 
ration of the Senate. He referred to the great ex- 
pense attending this mede of litigation, as present- 
ing the strongest objections to it. Ee himself was 
not aware that there-wasany objection to the jaris- 


diction of the State courts over these disputed land 


eases; all of them had chancery jurisdiction, as 
well as law; and although there might net be the 
same uniformity of process and decision in them 
as there was‘in the United’ States courts, yet they, 
without doubt, dispensed justice as surely and as 
cheap. There was another view to be taken of 
this question, Suppose both parties were residents 
of the same State, as would most generally be the 
case, and no question involving the constitutionality 
or validity ofa law of the United States, could ju- 
risdiction,; in such cases, be given to the Circuit 
Courts of the United States? He (Mr. C.) was 
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_ not prepared himself to say, conclusively, what 
might be his opinion on that subject. His atten- 
tion, he said, had not for some time past been di- 
rected to such questions, and, without giving an 
opinion, he threw out the suggestion for the consi- 
deration of the Senator from Massachusetts.. 

-At all events, though-he had not given due con- 
sideration, to the proposition. of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, he trusted that it would not- be in- 
corporated into a bill intended to. secure their 
homes and improvements to the meritorious and 
industrious cultivators of the publie domain. If 
the Senator believed that a provision of this nature 

was important, he hoped.that he would iatroduce 

it in a separate bill, and he, for one, pledged him- 
self to give it the most attentive consideration. 

There seemed to him, however, to be no such great 

difficulty about the matter. These cases were or- 

dinarily determined here, in the last resort, by. the 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the 

aid of the Solicitor of that Department, and with a 

reference, in cases of difficulty, to the Attorney Ge- 

neral. No great complaints of this mode of deci- 
sion. had ever been made, at least, very few, Mr. 
©. said, in his State. Whenever. difficulties oc- 
curred, the practice of the Commissioner of the 

General Land Office was to ‘suspend the decision 

till a report was had from the local land Office, and 

all the parties were fully heard on the subject. 

Then the Commissioner, who has for some years 

past been a lawyer, and certainly always ought to 

be, decides with the assistance of the best legal 

counsel. - i 

This mode of decision, Mr. Č. believed; had 

generally given satisfaction, was the most conveni- 
ent to the parties, and attended with little expense. 
Mr. C. concluded by repeating the hope: that the 
proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts 
would be brought-forward in a. distinct form, and 
not permitted to embarrass a measure.of such im- 
) ce.as the. present, and one which Mr. C. 
d determined on ifs own merits. If ‘sent: to 
ommittee to, which he belonged, it would re- 
e the most prompt and attentive consideration, 
be decided on by the Senate with reference to 
; own intrinsic merits. 
“Mr. WEBSTER did not propose to offer any 
amendment, nor did he intend to bring in any bill; 
but he believed that before another year passed, 
they would be called on to create a new tribunal 
to settle these conflicting land cases, and the course 
he suggested was to obviate the difficulty by what 
seemed to him the easiest mode. Now, as these 
questions would arise under the laws of the United 
States, he supposed: there was no doubt of the pow- 
er of Congress to give the United States courts ju- 
risdiction over them. This had been done in 
many cases, and. Mr. W. cited the jurisdiction gi- 
ven to. the United States conrts in cases arising 
out of the collection of the éustonis. © ~ 


Mr. WALKER concurred with the: Senator 
from Massachusetts in some of the views expressed 
by him, but, at the same tıme, thought it would ‘be 
better to have another billon the subject referred 
to the appropriate committee. He himself, if no 
other Senator did, would bring the subject before 
the Senate. He had no doubt of the power of 
Congress to give to the courts of the United States 
jurisdiction over all cases arising under the Jaws 
or Constitution of the United States, and any cases 
involving a construction of a statute of ‘the United 
States, or at least involving a title to property dé- 


rived from the. public domain under a law of Con- | 


‘gress. As al present advised, he should have tio 
objection to a resolution directing the Judiciary 
Committee to bring in a bill to permit the parties to 
resort to the courts of the United States at once, 
instead of first going to the State courts, and then 
‘coming by appeal’ to ‘the Supreme’ Court. He 
thought, however, the matter was one of importance 
and great delicacy, and should be provided for in a 
separate bill. a M 
Mr. YOUNG observed that the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts would necessarily in- 
_volve an expense that would be rainous. He con- 
‘sidered that all the parties were well protected as 
‘the Jaw now was. “The register of the local ‘lad 
office first decided ‘on the claim, and if -the parties 
` were dissatisfied, they applied to the Commissioner 
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of the General Land'Office, whé had ‘tie: opinion 
of the Attorney 


and an appeal to the Supreme Court-he looked 


upon as involving an expense too’ great to be borne. 


in most of the cases? ` He ‘recollected’ a ‘case mens 
tioned to him by the late Senator Kane—~a’ casein- 
volving the value of & single slave—dost, by being 


carried up to the Supreme Court, upwards of five 


hundred dollars. - 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, after some remarks at 


considerable length, in which he ‘commented on 
the frauds alleged tò have been practised under the 


re-emption laws, submitted an amendment to . de=- 
p p , 


fine more accurately the ‘setilément and cultivation 
necessary to acquire a right to a pre-emption... Mr. 


C’s amendment was to strike out that patt of: the: 


bill relating to’Settlement and cultivation, and to in- 
sert, in‘lied thereof, the’ following: “by actual resi- 


dence thereon, on or before the Ist day of Decem- 


ber, 1837, and the cultivation of at least Ohé acre in 
corn, and continued residence and cultivation to 
this time.” : aes , ; 
Mr. WALKER had no objection to defining 
more accurately the habitation and ‘cultivation; but 
he hoped the gentleman would not confine the cul- 
tivation to corn, as that ‘would exchide a great 
many ‘meritorious cultivators: who did not grow 
that article. : poe : 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said ‘he had nameđ- corn 


` particularly, because the bill professing to provide- 


for the poor man, who cultivated the ‘soil for the 
support of his family, this “kind of. grain would 
embrace the cultivation of.all persons of thar class. 
The very first thing a poor man naturally, did if he 
intended a bona fide settlement, was, after building 
his cabin, to plant corn for the support of his 
family. ` This'seemed $o: consistent with the natu- 
ral course of conduct of a bona fide settler in a 
new country, that ‘in the first laws passed by the 
Legislature of Virginia for the bénefit of that class 


of persons, the previous. planting and cultivation 


of’ corn was made’ an’ indispensable requisition tò 
obtain a title to the land. ` 

Mr. WALKER contended that it would be invi- 
dious to require that in all the States of the Union 
the cultivation suited to Virginia should be the in ` 
dispensable prerequisite to the acquiring a right t” 
a pre-emption. He hoped the gentleman would 
not adhere to this branch of the amendinent. Let 
him go (said Mr. W.) to the banks of the. Missis- 
sippi, and he will find hundreds of settlers who 
plant cotton the very first year, and buy.all their 
corn from the ‘constituents of the. gentleman- In 
Louisiana; Arkansas; and-~-Mississippi;-the-settler 
will plant his.twenty. and thirty acres of cotton-and 
not one grain of corn; and-why?- Because in some 
years cotton bore such prices that it was considered 
most lucrative to grow. nothing else. He submitted 
to the gentleman from. Kentucky. whether-it would 
not be most for the interest of his constituents to 
leave the matter of cultivation to the settler him- 
self, and let him, if he finds it to his interest, buy 
his corn. . 

Mr. CLAY of Aiabama suggested to the Sena- 


for from Kentucky, who he no donbt: had only in | 


view the defining more strictly. an actual settle- 


ment and cultivation, to-modify his amendment by ; 


striking out. “com,” leaving the nature of-the-cul+ 
‘tivation to be determined by the land. office: As 
the Senator from Mississippi had remarked, it 
-would be extremely hard to confine the cultivation 
to corn,.as. many cultivators bought all they used, 
though he (Mr. C.) regarded itas a very. injudi- 
cious way of farming, and one that no donbt re- 


sulted very. much to the advantage of the.con-. 


stituents of the gentleman from Kentucky, as there 
were times -when every bushel of corn carried 
down the Mississippi was.worth from a dollar to a 
dollar. and sixty-five cents per bushel. an 
Mr. CRITTENDEN then modified his amend- 
ment by adding “wheat and cotton.” ie 
Mr. KING-intended to have voted forthe amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky without going 


sfurther::: Fhe.. general. term of “corn”-sincludéd 


wheat aud.all other small grain as.much. as it : did 


. “Indian corn,” and he. was perfectly satisfied with 


this designation ofthe degreé of cultivation reqat quired, 
: He-knew of no<instance himself where a poor man 


General to ‘aid him ‘in making: up > e 1 
y ilg: i big made settlement: that. he gid: ot plant’ Indian 


his decision. Now hë would-ask if ‘the parties” 
were not as well protected by this modè of devision, |f 
as if they resorted to_ the circuit or district courts}: | 


| ject-was; ‘in good faith; 10 give tomen who. settled. 
on the public domain: their homes, and > their. little 


| wasted:by them -in feeding. 


tion.so:clearly:as:te admit ofm 


‘improvements; to.enable them to support their fami” 
lies, and further:than that he, was-ndt willing to go. 


‘He was not willing by-any loose or indefinite phra- 
- seology lo'enable persons to go through the country 
‘and take-up: the best lands under a pre-emption: for 


the purpose. of sélling to others.at a- profit His 
object was to benefit’ the honest, industrious settler 
and cultivator only,:and-he wished it-to be so.clear- 
ly expressed im:the Bill. ooie et Kiure op eee 

Mr. WALKER said-it- might. be; true that-corn 
was- raised: in-Alabama, but he hoped they would 
not on that account seek to-deprive’ settlers in:other. 
States: from'raising such crops as-they conceived 


course pursued: in’ “Ala 
Mississippi; wou! rig compe 

to adopt:it?." If the: amendment prevailed, it-we 
exclude so large a portion of settlers in his State as 
would compel him to vote against: the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. observed; that he now 
learned with’ regret, that in -many pagt of Missis- 
sippi they did not raise corn... Now.he would ad- 
vise them. to: doit at-once; for ofall the. blessings 
which: -Providence ‘had conferred- upon man, he 
looked. upon this. as’ the--greatest.-But-the great 
object -of his- friend and’ colleague'in limiting the 
cultivation-to corm was the ‘facility of .its culture, 
and the abundance. of- its yield,in.the new, and fer- 
tile lands of the West, -rendering. it the most natu- 
ral crop fora poor, man to. begin..with. "This re- 
minded him of a glowing account, given by an old 
friend ofhis, ofoneof the great grai nconnties of Ken- 
tucky... His-friénd. described the Jand.as producing 
twenty barrels of: comto ihe acre, with. planting 
and cultivation: together... If planted: only without 
ploughing, he.- saidvit would ‘produce ten; but if it 
was neither planted nor ploughed, it would yield a 
very tolerable cropof five barrels.to-the acre. "This, 
however, was -no fiction, for. he had seen with his 
own eyes,as good acrop- of corn growing in a field 
where: there had-been:neither planting-nor plough- 
ing, as. was to.be found’ in a great number ofthe 
cornfields-on. -both sides of the Potomac... He must 
explain, Mr. C. said, how this happened, or, incur 
the imputation of having told what was incredible: 
Fhe..corn,was growing-in an enclosed field, where 
cattle had been. fed, and sprung. up from the grain 
With respect 16 the 
mode of cultivation. to be provided. for in the Bill, 
he didnot:approveof limiting itto corn. He thought 
the cultivation ought to include small grain, as well 
as-cotten and sugar cane. Ai 

Mr. LYON suggested . the addition of potatoes, 
an esculent vegetable, and very much relied on in 
Michigan: <o 


>: Mr.: BENTON. said he was opposed to the 
amendments proposed by the Senator ‘from Ken- 
tueky, (Mr. Crirtennen;) and should notice “them 
before he sat down. His first object. was ‘to repel 
the- imputation. of fraud which had been so = 
iriously lavished upon western settlers: He d nied, 
out_and out, the-justice of this. impatation.. F 
denied, out and out, the truth of thés talé fabri- 
‘cations, . generally invented , by 
worn threadbare forty years ago. 
catnip seed—of corm-in:a.sp) 


iad been ‘among. 

n that time to the 

well. "There. was not, 

‘the earth er. population, 

the hardy ‘pioneers <whode . meritorious. 


ave value'ts the cheir object., 
was. to cultivate the land which they settled ôn; 

and. the cultivators of the soil had been admitted in 
all ages, and in ‘all Countries; to constitute the most 

meritorious: body “of citizens: Ail the Western 

States had been “setiled ‘by’ these ‘bardy pioneers, 

and their posterity is now among the most Valuable 

of their citizens. British travellers and British. 
reviews had stigmatized the frontier settlers of the 

United States; but ‘that was their vocauon, and 

nothing better was expected of them; but Senators 

in Congress should not repeat things of the truth of 
which they have no knowledge, and which, in fact, 

are so unfounded, 

We are told by some (said Mr. B.) that the pre- 
emption system ought to be put dowa—that if 
ought to cease—that no more pre-emptions should 
be granted. On the contrary, Mr. B, was for pre- 
serving and perpetuating it. The system was as 
old as the Govérnment, and he hoped would con- 
tinue as tong as the Government had pablic lands 
to beso. What is a pre-emption? ` ft is nothing 
but aright of first. purchase. It is no donation 
it is no gift—itis no gratuitous distribation. of the 
land. Itis only a ‘ptivilege in’ the man. who has 
settled upon the land, to “buy. it at Government 
price; and that prize: ig g1 25 per acre: ‘The pre- 
emption merely exempts the settler from the com- 
» petition of specalatorsat the auetion sales, and these 
auction sales have in reality produced nothing 
for. the pubhe Treasnry. ©The auction system 
has been the fruitful source of combinations among 
capitalists, and of oppression to settlers, but bas 
produced nothing to the Treasury. There is now 
; Official. evidence of this fact; for a return of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shows 
that on all the lands sold for fifteen years past, to 
wit: from. 1823 to 1837 inclusive, there is but a 
gain of two cents and a, half per acre on the mini- 
j To be precise, it is not two anda half 
; but two cents and nine-twentieths of a cent, 
ol 


i IP was residence—a setne- 
‘menta house and A commencement. to improve 
-and on this'he was willing to grant the pre-emption 
right.’ He objected to caltivation as a prerequi- 
site, and would wish to see every present settler on 
the public lands allowed: the privilege. 

Mr. B. had speken cf the meritorious character 
of the western cultivators, and a document on the 
table gave evidence of it Tt was a docament 
fromthe Treasury. Depariment, in answer to a call 
“from the Senator. for the amounts of specie receiv- 
ed and disbursed by the Federal Government since 
‘the stoppage of the banks in May last. That docu- 
ment showed ‘that there bad been received from 
customs, daring that period, no more than the sum 


All he wanted inthe b 


of debeninre does not_ apply. 
“proof of their. merit. The banks shut- up; 
‘the. merchants ceaséd to pay specie; the Govern- 


of $1,925,317, of which $800,060 had been paid, 
back tothe merchants, leaving but $525,317 for 
the whole “amount of revenue received in specic 
fromthe custom-hotses in that period; white the 
f s Wat there has been received 
chard money, during the 
of. $3,474,735, not one 
vefanded to farmers for. 
niuces; for that is aease in which the doctrine 


Here there is 


ment was in danger of. being reduced entirely to 


. thes'use_of irredeemable paper; but the farmers, 


the cultivators, the settlers, had poured out their 
hard money to the Government. In spite of the 
stoppage of ‘the banks, they continued to pay hard 


money for public land, and actually purchased as , 


much as ever had been bought before the two years 
of speculation on bank facilities. They paid three 
and a half millions in eight months, singe the stop- 


page of the banks, which is at the rate of five mil- 


lions per dnnum; and five millions per annum is 
more than the lands ever brought previous to the 
two years of spccujation—the years 1835 and 
1336—speculations which the most glorious 
Treasury order pat an end to. That or- 


der put an end to. bank-facility specula- 
tions. Tt expelled the speculators from the 
field, and saved the lands for cultivators. These 


cultivators paid three and a half-millions in hard 


money after ihe stoppage of the banks last year,’ 
and they will pay double or trebie that amount this ` 


year.. They will pay double or treble that amount 
this year; (or the new. surveys, withheld from sale 
by the wisdom and firmness of General Jackson in 
1836, will come into market in 1838; and the far- 
mers wil buy them, and pay for them in hard 
money, whether the banks resume or not. These 
meritorious seltlers are not dependants of banks. 
They.do not hang upon. bank favors; they do not 
live upon “bank facilities. They cultivate the 
earth; they raise the food which sustains the life of 
man and beast; they work hard, and ‘they love hard 
money, andare wise enonghto demandit,and have it; 
and then theyare patriotic enough to give it to their 
Government for its lands. Mr. B. expatiated upon 
the wisdom of General Jackson, both in issning 
the most glorious Treasury order, which stopped 
the sale of the lands for bank notes which cannot 
be redeemed ; and also for withholding all the new 
surveys from marketin 1836. By these two mea- 
sures he had saved many tens of millions of acres 
of fresh lands from falling into the hands of specu- 
Jators for the notes of banks which suspended pay- 
ment as soon as thé ‘Treasury was full of their 
notes; and he had reserved all these new lands for 
farmers, and for a resource to the country during 
the failure of the banks, and the merchants,. ta 


-pay hard money. The only resource of the Govern- 


ment for hard money has been, for eight months 
past, and may be for a year or two to come, 
in these setilers on the public lands; and a safe 
resource it is; for if all the new surveys are 
brought into market this year, eight or ten mil- 
lions of acres will be sold, and hard money will be 
paid for it. Mr. B. did not take another view of this 
large specie payment for Jand made since the banks 


stopped, but every body must see in that effect the- 


highest proof of the Treasury order, and also the 
highest proof uf the wisdom of the Divorce bill- 
that bill which goes. to separate the Government 
from the banks, and to exclude their paper from 
its Treasury. It is an omnipotent fact, to prove 
that the Government can collect all its revenues jn 
gold and- silver; for, when farmers, who handle 
comparatively but little money, can buy more 
lands and pay in hard money during the stoppage 
of the banks, than ever was done before the two 
years of speculation, what cannot be done when the 
banks resume? . 

Mr. B. did not enter into invidious comparisons; 
‘his object was to defend, and not to attack—to de- 
fend the settlers in the new States from unjust, un- 
founded, and. unjustifiable imputations upon them; 
but it was impossible to look at the document to 
which he bad referred, without seeing how Atile the 
merchants had done, and how much the farmers 
had done towards Sustaining the Government in 
the loss of jts revenues by the banks.» The far- 
mers had paid three anda half millions in hard 
dollars since . the bank saspensions; the merchants, 
aficr deducting ibe amount refonded sn debentares, 
had only paid about halfa million. Yet the mer 
chants were the class to which we grant every favor, 


while the poor privilege: of pré-emption—a_ mere ; 
“protection against speculators, is:here v 
-denied them! We keep up ambassadors all over’ 


rehemently 
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the civilized world for the benefit of commerce; we 


send fleets, and. ships of war, into all seas for its 


protection; we-have brought home indemnities in 
gold from France and Naples for the benefit of the 
merckants; we have given them delays on their 
bonds; we have done all for them they can ask, 
yet they have paid only halfa million of hard dol- 
Jars to the Government inits distress, while these 
farmers, who have paid three anda half millions 
in thé same time, are to be deprived, if possible, of 
the humble privilege of the right of pre-emption. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said hé would not contend 
with the gentieman about the glory of the Treasury . 
order, or the wisdom of the immortal Jackson; they 
were subjects that might very safely be left to the - 
kind and indulgent feclings of the Senator from 
Missouri. With regard to the amendment, how- 
ever, which he had the honor to offer, he must say 
that it was only intended to show who were actual 
‘sctilérs.. Nothing of a stigmatising or reproachful 
nature against them had fallen from his lips; but 
he did say that imposters had come in and wrested 
from the actual setiler hisclaim. He was satisfied 
in his own mind that numerous frauds had taken 

` piace under these pre-emption laws, and that per- 
sons had by perjury and by subornation of perjury 
secured to themselves Jands to which they had no 
claim. The object of his amendment was, then, to 
make the claimant give evidence of a bona fide in- 
tention to reside on the land, by raising a crop and 
‘otherwise improving it; and unless it was intended - 
to allow these persons to take possession of the pub- 
lie domain, Whether they cultivate it or not, where 
could there be raised any objection ‘to the system 
he proposed? Various precautionary measures had 
been concurred in at the former session, and. why. 

- hol now, when he asked to guard the bill at so` 
small a point? ae 

Mr. KING said he could not suppose the Senao 
tor from Missouri alleded to any remarks of his, 
which made it, in his opinion, necessary for him. to 
vindicate the character of the settlers upon the pub- 
lic lands, [Mr, Benvon said certainly not], He, . 
(Mr. K.) from the position he. occupied, from the 
‘decided support he had ever given to pre-emption 
laws, was the last man who could be suspected of. 
casting censure on the seitlers on the public lands 
as a class. That frauds had been perpetrated under. 
the pre-emption law of 1830, was not to be ques- 
tioned. In legislating, therefore, on this subject, we 
should carefully guard against all possibility of 
fraud.. Wontd this be to cast censure upon actual 
settlers? Certainly not. As well might it be ob- 
jected to your revenue laws, that to require oaths 
Was to cast censure on the whole body of the mer- 
chants of the country. 

Mr. K. here stated the rules required by the land 
office, to prove the settlement and cultivation, ete. 
The facts required by these rules were necessary to., 
be proved before the claimant can get the pre- 
emption; and this was.done by order of the Depart- 
ment, to guard against persons getting the choice 
spots of land withuat being settlers and eultivators, 
He stated that he was prepared to. vote for any 
amendment wbich would defihe distinctly what 
should be the kind of settlement and cultivation to 
entitle the claimant to a pre-emption. Such was 

the-design of ihe amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky. Include more articles of 
cultivation, if necessary, but let them be distinctly 
Stated. Although the pre-emptioners paid nearly” 
as much as the average price received for the pub- 
lic domain, still the laws operated as a bounty to 
them, for they gor the choice lands at the minimum 
price. If it was neta favor-conferred on them, 
why did they ask for it? ~ Why not. take. their 
chance with thé other purchasers: of the public 
ant He wished to secure to these. men the par- 
ticular spots selected for their ċultivation—to guard 
them against beg turned out of their houses, and 
driven into the woods; by the heartless speculators, 
who had more capital than themselves.. He was 
- not dispused to lay any unnecessary restrictions on 
those persons who settied in good faith on the pub- 
liç lands where. the Indian title hadi been extin- 
“guished, whether their cultivation was in Indian 
corn, collon, or any other ¢rop by which they sup- 
ported their. families; and he hoped gentlemen 
would €xtend it to all the usual crops. -In guard. 
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ing against the possihility of fraud, he should be 
sorry for the Senate to suppose that he was diposed 
to stigmatize as fraudulent those who settled on 
the public lands; for if he did so, he would stig- 
matize nine-tenths of the most respectable people 
of Alabama, for that country was principally set- 
tled by that class of persons, _ : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, thought that the more 
the privilege of pre-emption was restricted, the 
more danger there was of doing injustice te many 
meritorious persons. The honorable Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crrrrenpen) ascribed too much im- 
portance to the charges of fraud which had been rung 
throughout the countty by interested persons. Now, 
what had been the result of these charges? A special 
commission had been appointed by the Treasury De- 
partment to go into the country, where they were said 
to have been committed, and they had found, as 
Mr. C. understood, only sixteen cases. of frauds 
having been committed under the old pre-emption 
laws. Now, he asked, if this small number of 
cases was to operate as a restriction to the numerous 
cases of meritorious claimants? As his friend 
from Mississippi remarked they had, after the ful- 
Jest investigation, obtained the proof that only six- 
` teen cases of frauds had been discovered; while on 
the other hand, the benefits conferred on avast body 
of our meritorious fellow-citizens, had resulted in 
no Joss to the Government. Jt had been feund 
that the average price received for the public Tands, 
in 1828 and 1829, amounted to only one cent more 
than the price paid by the pre-emptioner; the average 
price of the lands sold. in these years, being only 
one dollar and twenty-six cents per acre, This 
was before any general pre-emption law was ever 
passed. Again, the report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, made eight years ago, 
showed that in three preceding years, in three 
of the States, (Indiana, Illinois, and Missoutri,) 

. the average excess amount to only: six mills over 
-the minimum price; and on this state of things was 
predicated the first general pre-emption law. 

The few frauds that had been discovered upon 
investigation, were sufficient to show. that it was 
not necessary to throw around this bill new restric- 
tions. He thought the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky had not sufficiently looked at the bill, 
and the instructions of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office under the old law, which this 
was intended to revive. Abundant: power was 

` given to provide against those difficulties, which 
this amendment was intended to avoid. Mr. ©. 
then read from the 3d section ’of the act of 1830 as 
follows: 7 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That prior to 
any entries being made under the privileges giyen 
by this act, proof of settlement or improvement shall 
be made, to the satisfaction of the register and re- 
ceiver of the land district in which such lands may 
lie, agreeably to the rules to be prescribed by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land’ Office for that pùr- 
pose,” &e. : ` 

The application made under this law to the re- 
gister and receiver accorded with the rules esta- 
blished by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office; one of which was, that there must bea 
house built on the land, and another that there must 
be a sufficient cultivation, the description’ of which 
must necessarily be left to the discretion of the 
register and receiver. Further: in the last resort, 
an appeal is had to the Commissioner of the Gene- 
yal Laud Office. Now, he would submit to the 
Senator from Kentucky, whether this was, not re- 
striction enough, and whether, if they went further, 
there would not be danger of exclading many me- 
ritorious claimants. One restriction was adopted 
on the moticn of the Senator from Tennessee 
yesterday, which was with regard to the ex- 
unction of the Indian title before allowing a 
pre-emption; and another, he was sorry to say, 
had been incerporated in the bill by its best 
friends, excluding what are. called floats, merely 
because sixteen cases of fraud had arisen under 
them. He was sorry that-this last restriction had 
been introduced, because many meritorious per- 
sons would, where two or more were setiled on the 
same quarter section, be compelled, in the division 
of it, to take indifferent land, and too small a quan- 
tity, instead of being permitted to go and select the i 


- profit. 
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quantity to which they were entitled elsewhere. 
As he had observed. before, it would be found that, 
during eighteen. years of the operation of the-cash 
system, not-more than two and a half cents per 
acre above the minimum price had.been received 
by the Government. Now would any man say 
that it was an unjust policy to-accord the same pri- 
vilege to the industrious settler. who opened. and 
cleared a new. country, and by: whose- Jabors the 
value of the public domain was enhanced, as to 
those who purchased for the purpose of speculation? 
He thought that the same indulgence should be 
granted to the settler, whether he cultivated corn or. 
any thing else. In his section. of the country it 
had been no uncommon thing for combinations: of 
men to engage in speculation, and sometimes force 
hush money from the settlers for their homes and. 
improvements; and at other times to purchase up 
large districts at the public sales, and afterwards 
have auctions of their own and sell off at a large 
He had seen this, and seen men driven 
with their families from their homes by these heart- 
less speculators whom gentlemen proposed to en- 
courage by these harsh restrictions. It was this 
description of fraud which he wished to put down, 
and confine the public domain to the cultivators 
alone. He.could not believe that it would be for 
the advantage of any State of the Union, or that it 
would add to its strength or resources, that the pub- 
lic domain should be monopolized by speculators. 
T seemed to him that the evils of speculation had 
heen so completely shown in this discussion, that 
the honorable Senator would see fit not to press his 
amendment. : 

Mr. WEBSTER thought the bill ought to be: 
guarded in every possible manner, or the whole ob- 
ject of the law would be defeated. It was not un- 
frequently that pride put on the air of humility, 
and there might be those in the character of hum- 
ble pioneers of the West availing themselves of the 
privileges of this law, to the injury of the actual 
settler. He thought that personal residence was 
the best evidence of the settler’sPintention ; cultiva- 
tion might be left in a general sense, or else made 
so particular as not to be mistaken. 
` Mr. WALKER read some extracts from the cir- 
culars of the General Land Office, showing the 
rules prescribing the nature of the habitation and 
cultivation necessary to acquire a right to a pre- 
emption; among which was the rule requiring a 
dwelling-house, a suitable fence and cultivation, 
and excluding any settlement by means of agents 
or overseers. 

Mr. CLAY said, in no shape in which the bill 
could be placed, could he be brought to vote. for 
it.. The whole pre-emption system was a violation 
of all law, and an encouragement to persons to 
go on the public lands and take the choicest por- 
tions of them, as suited their interests or their incli- 
nations. He, at least, would not be deterred from 
opposing it by any menace or threat which might 
be thrown out. He stood there as thé representa- 
tive of the whole Union, and, as xuch, should con- 
tend against a system which had for its object to 
take from the Goveroment the possession of these 
lands to throw them into the hands of the specu- 
lators. . Š 

He heid in his hand a document, which, recent 
as it was, seemed to have been Jost sight of by the 
advocates of the biji. Gentlemen had argued, 
again and again, that the Government had lost 
nothing by thè pre-emption system, and calcula- 
tions had been read from the Land Office to show 
that the whole difference obtained in the amount 
received for the last fifieen years didnot make a 
difference of more than two or two and a half cents 
an acre on the average. He (Mr. C.) was aware 
how easy it was to have accounts made by those 
charged with that branch of this business; but he 
would take occasion to read from a report of a 
late commissioner, (Gov. Brown,) a man whom he 
believed more conversant with the public lands 
than any other in this country, which clearly 
showed that great losses were sustained by the 
Goverament; that the system was full. of abò- 
mirable fraud, alike scandalous to the Govern- 
ment that countenanced it and infamous to. the 
perpetrators of it. Mr. C. said he did not 
mean to denounce all who had availed. them- 


selves. of: the- preemption law—far be it from. 
him: to» do-s. There- wers: doubtless many 
worthy and excellent-men-among.themi; but he did” 
denounce the whole system of pre-emption as a 
fraudalent, heartless; scandalous; abominable spe 
culation «(Flere Mr, C. read from:the report of Mr, 
‘Brown’ the. late comn.issionet, and discanted at 
dength upon -the ‘information contained ‘in. the. re- 
‘port.) As. soon-as-it was ascertained “that a. Ter- 
ritory was.to be established, there was. one wild ° 
precipitous rush to get possession of all the choice _ 
spots of land, to be claimed under.a pre-emption ` 
right, by. men who-overawed honest purchasers, for- 
bidding them under pains. and: penalties to inter- 
iere with their locations. _ It was inthis ‘way that 
Government was despoiled of -her lands by lawless 
and violent men. Against. all. such proceedings, 
he would speak as Jong as God gave him strength to 
doso. These people should be kept from the pub- 
lic land—they destroyed all fair competition in the 
purchase, subjecting the Government to great losses, 
-and. the honest purchaser to inconvenience and 
extortion. : ` 

Mr. WALKER ‘commented on the report of. the 
late Commissioner of the General Land Office, re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Kentucky, which he 
characterized as wholly incorrect, and founded on 
calumny and misrepresentation. It was partly on 
the representations of an anonymous letter writer, 
who ‘had charged him (Mr. W.) with being the 
holder of half a million’s -worth..ofpre-emptions - 
in Arkansas;.: (and he ‘had: conclusively shown 
that he never owned: a: dollar’s: ‘worth;) that Mr. 
Commissioner’ Brown. founded this report, stigma- 
tizing the honest settlers of the West with having 
obtained their pre-emptions by fraudulent practices. 
Another letter writer was the district attorney, who 
said that three hundred and fifty fraudulent floats 
had been laid on the route of Atchafalaya railroad. 
And here, said Mr. W. is the official report. made 
by the visiter of the General. Government to the 
land. office, which refutes the charge. There, Mr. 
Brown was corrected by his own agent, who stated 
that it was nottrue that three hundred and fifty 
floats had been laid there. 

Thus (said Mr. W.) when you look at all the 
complaints against this. pre-emption system, you 
will find that they were made by persons interested, 
like this district attorney. These interested specu- 
lators wished to get the farms .of the settlers at a 
few cents above. the mibimum price; and therefore 
they were so.ready to oppose obstacles in the way 
of the execution of the pre-emption laws. Mr. W. 
replied at:length to Mr..-Chay, reviewing and com- 
menting’ on’ the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office alluded to, and showing that it 
was little to be relied on, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky was. aware how une- 
qual the contest was. The determination to pusk 
this bill through; by the majority, was evinced by 
the manner in which its provisions were eulogised 
‘as equitable to all, and specially calculated to give 
homes to the poor man; but with regard to some in- 
` sinuations which had been thrown out, of a “Srasp- 
ing spirit,” he begged leave to repel the charge, 
and would throw it back to where it belonged, viz: 
on the new States. He denied that any such feel- 
ing was evinced by the old States ;that grant after 
grant had been given to the new States for internal 
improvements, for endowing colleges, and for other 
purposes calculated to promote their interests. 

It-was but the other day that Michigan asked a 
grant of near half a -million of acres. Where was 
the grasping spirit connected. with the distribution 
law? That measure proposed. to leave the lang 
system where it found it, under which we had gone 
on so well and forso many years, It. proposed 
siinply to distribute the proceedsof the sales among 
the oid States as well as the new, giving to the lat- 
ter a per centage of some 10. or.15:per.cent. for pur- 
‘poses of edneation, &c.; where was’ the grasping 
“spirit there? ener 3 
_. Insinuations, too; had been thrown out against 
the officer from. whose report-he had just read 
Statements in: relation: to: the pre-emption system. 
Had not that officer-been appointed a minister to a 
foreign court, and to other-high and responsible 
Stations, by. “the immortal Jackson?” And yet he 
wag not to -bẹ credited. here, because his. reports 
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Mr, CLAY of Alabama would say one’ word in- 


rezard to the report of the Commissioner of the 
Genera! Land Office, alluded to by the chairman of 
_ the committee. He understood that the Commis- 
sioner had represented that we had lost in a single 
year three millisns of dollars by the operation of 
the pre-emption laws. On this subject he wished 
to call the attention of the Senate to the documen- 
lary facts, and especially that of the Senator from 
Kentucky, to the assertion that the lands would sell 
for more at public auction than they brought under 
the:pre-emption laws. If gentlemen would look at 
the documents on their tables, they would find that 
in 1822 the sales amounted to bat three cents more 
‘than the minimum’ price; that in 1823 the excess 
vi y five cents, and in 1824 the excess was 
O cents Now Mr. ©; asked were there 

y“ pre-emption laws in those years? | No. At 
that time no geberal pre-emption law had ever 
been ‘enacted.’ Again: in: two. subsequent years 
we (sai = C.) a falling. of greater 
than’ before; for in- 1828 the excess was only 

one cent, and in 1829 the same. He hoped the 

Government was honestly administered in 1928. 

The Senator from Kentucky himself. would be 

able to‘answer'on that score;* and yet it was found 

that in those years the average excess wasonly one 
@ cent. “Was not this fact sufficient to put down the 
© assumption that the pre-emption. laws had dimi- 
nished the sales and the amount received from the 
public lands. In 1836 no excess: was found, 
though halfa million of acres had been offered for 
saly al public'auction: “These facts’ were incontro- 
vertible, were on record, and conclusively showed 
that the report was. wrong in asserting that the ope- 
ration of the pre-emption laws had diminished the 
receipts from public lands. three millions. The 
Senator from Kentucky hed seized on an apparent 
discrepancy between (be Message of the President 
and the Yeport of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, witha view to excite prejudice against 
those: officers; and thé measure under consideration. 
Mroc. said it, wouldnot be very difficult to recon- 
cite this seeming contradiction. 

The Senator from Kentucky. (Mz. Clay.) to ac- 
complish the purpose alluded to, had referred toa 
single sentence in the Presidents message, in which 
he remarks: Upon a “critical examination, it is 
found that the lands sold at the pubd&e sales, since 
the ‘introdaction of cash paymenis, in 1820, have 
produced, on an average, the nett revenue of only 
six:éents an aére more than the minimum Govern- 


ca Daring “the administration of John Quincy 
Adams, when Mr; Clay was Secretary of State. 
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t price.” The report of the Commissioner of” 
General Land. Office embraces all descriptions 
of sales, public and private, at auctiqn, and under 


=the pre-emption laws, from the commencement of 
“the cash system, on the Ist of July, 1820, to the 
- 30th of Sept; 1837, a period of more than seven- 
teen years—and malies “the general average excess’ 


above the minimum.price only two cents and 4-5ths 
of a cent. per acre. And, said Mr. C: the messige 
ofthe President not-only referred to public sales 
alone, but it was sent to the two Hlouses of the 
5th of December last, more than.a month before the 
date of the Commissioner's report. That was made 
in obedience toa resolution of the Senate, adopted 
on the motion of him. (Mr. Cray of Alabama) on 
Ure 20th of September last; had occapied almost 
four months in its completion by all the available 
force of the office; and was the only report; em- 
bracing the entire sales under the cash system, which 
had ever been made. Mr. C. said it was more than 
likely, too, that the President referred to some iso- 
lated period of the system, as shown in in some for- 
mer report. It certainly referred only to ‘public 
sales. : 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) had 
also remarked that these pre-emption laws had 
been made the instruments of the most stupendous 
frauds. Mr. C. said he would take leave to tell 
that Senator, with perfect deference, that he was 
wholly mistaken, and his charge utterly unfounded, 
as regarded the operation of the system generally. 
The pre-emption laws had been the most effective 


instruments to prevent fraud, to save the honest | 


settler and cultivator, and put down the most nefa- 
rious and heartless system of specula ion ever de- 
vised. Such efforts to defeat hills of this character, 
Mr. C» said, were not new to him. When he was a 
member of the House of Representatives, he re- 
collected, on the eve of taking up a bill like the 
present, docwnents containing the mest injurious 
imputations and reflections on a portion of the oc- 
cupants of the public domain, were printed and 
laid upon the desks of members: bat fortunately 
there were persoas present from the district of 
country implicated, who were able to brand the 
authors, of those documents as interested specula- 
tors, and show their allegations to be wholly 
groundless. What was dove in another instance 
had been shown bv his honorable friend, the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, (Mr. Wanker.) In that in- 
stance the individual making the charge, as Mr. ©. 
understood it, was himself a speculator, and the 
perpetrator of the fraud. 

Sir, said Mr. C. the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Cuay) alleges that this. bill holds out, and provides 
bounties for violations of law. What sort of boun» 
tics, sir? Is ita bounty to let the man already in 
possession of a tract of the public land have it at 
the same price for which you could sell it to anoth- 
er? Js ita bounty to suffer the man who has gone 
forth into the forest, and by his own labor and in- 
dustry, opened his farm and built his’ cabin, to re- 
tain possession, ind enjoy the fruits of his toil and 
i for the same money you. would 
receive from the speculator? Sir, said Mr. ©, it 
is no bounty, and the records of the General Land 
Office, and the documents on the desks of every 
Senator, show conclusively that such is not the fact. 
He said it had already been shown that the general 
average keiore the passage of the pre-emption law 
of May, 1830, (the first general law of the kind,) 
was no better than it had since been.. The cash 
system conisienced in 1920; in 1822, the average 
price per acre was only $1 28; in 1823, it was only 
pi 39; tn 1824, it was only $1 27; in the years 1828 


. and 1829, each, it was only $1 26. All this (said 


Mr. C.) bappened before the first pre-emption Jaw 
was passed, which was not till 1830, and proves 
the groundicssiess of the assumption that this bill 
gives a bounty. © ~ 

Wo, sir, said Mr. C. the bill offers no bounty for 
The naked question which it 
presents, is, “will you suffer the settler, who has 
improved and cultivated a little spot of the public 


domain, to take the limited quantity of one quarter ` 
section for the same money that would be received 


from the speculator, and no less?” , It is a bill for 
the prevention of frauds and speculation, instead 
of being the iistrument-of. them. . 
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Mr. C. said the auction system, instead of pre- 
emptions, had been prolific. of ‘frauds, which the 
Senator from Kentucky might well have. denounc- 
ed as. “scandalous to Government and to: indivi- 
duals.” Such epithets. would be much.moreappro- 
priate to the combinations, who attended auction 


‘sales, and bought land merely for speculation, 


and not for settlement.or cultivation. If the Sc- 
nater were to see.a large combination of capitalists 
in attendance upon an auction land sale, holding 


heir immense capital ‘in terror over the settler, at 


one time demanding of him a certain sam per 
acre not tobid against him, and at others deterring 
competition, purchasing up vast quantities of land 
at Government price; and, at the close of the Go 

vernment sale, holdding an auction of their own, 
and wringing from the hard hands of the laborious 


cultivator, from two to five dollars per acre profit, 


and sometimes more, he might find fit subjects for 

the application of his epithets, of “frauds scanda- 

lous to the Goverameut and to individuals? Mr. 

C. said, as he had intimated on another occasion, 

he had personally witnessed such transactions. as 

he had deser:bed ; and it was’ to prevent their. 
recurrence, and to protect meritorious settlers from 

sack impositions, while it would not lessen the re- 

ceipts of the Government, that he wished this bill 

passed. ‘ 

. Mr. ©. said he knew the character of the popu- 
lation which constituted the settlers 6n the public 
Jands; that he had lived amongst them, and had 
had much intercourse with them, and could inform 
gentlemen that they were not renegades, vaga- 
bonds, or outlaws. - As a class, he said, they. could 
boast of as many virtues as any otber. Many of 
them, he knew, were distinguished. for their intelli- 
gence and respectability; and all were distinguished 
for their generous hospitality, honest independence, 
and bold: enterprise. : i 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) had de- 
clared that he would not be deterred from the course 
he had marked out for himself by denunciations, 
come trom whom, or what quarter they might. 
Mr. C. said he did not know to whom the Senator 
from Kentucky alluded; but, if that Senator escap- 
ed the denunciations of the hardy pioneers andset-’ ; 
tlers of the West, whom he: had~ charged.as viola-.. 
ters of the law, trespassers who had seized upon. 
the public property, and. whom ‘he had stigmatized 
as perpetrators of the most disgraceful ‘frauds, in 
terms so injurious to their characters and feelings, 
he would be: fortunate indeed. Mr. C. said he 
knew, from his residence amongst them, how unjust 
such imputations against the setilers were; and 
that, if fraud was intended to be suppressed, the 
most effectual way of attaining the object was by 
passing the bill-before the Senate. : 


‘Mr. YOUNG observed that the object of all the 

iembers from the new States was to secure to the 
settlers on the public lands the right of pre-emption 
io their improvements. Now by the provisions in 
this bill, and the nature of the amendment, it was 
declared that the persons to be benefited by it; must 
not only be setilers, but cultivators also. ‘Bat 
where was the necessily of requiring proof of cul- 
tivation? Suppose a man settled down as a black- 
smith, was not his claim a meritorious one, and 
was he and his family to be driven from his im- 
provements because he supported himself and them 
by laboring at the forge, instead of the plough? 
Suppose a man settled down on a prairie, (and 
there were hundreds of such cases,) and broke up 
the land, and put in his wheat, ‘without enclosing 
it; was he to lose his labor and improvements, 
because ke did vot make his fence within the time 
required? Mr. Y. held it only necessary: that the 
claimant should be an occupant; and that to re- 
quire cultivation would, in a number of cases, pró- 
duce great hardship. Those who lived in the new 
States knew that hundreds ‘of the poorer class of 


-persons went there without-the means of cultiva- 


ting. Many of them having large families of chil- 
dren, built their litle log cabins, and were com- 
pelled to labor for their support. He prayed gen- 
tlemen, therefore, not to exclude this numerous 
class of meritorious. persons from the benefits of the 
bill. Tt would<be doing full justice to all to require 
that there should be a bona fide settlement; but if 
cultivation was required, a large class of settlers 


id4 


would be excluded, who were equally entitled to 
the benefits intended by the bill. _ f 

After some further remarks by Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN, the question was taken on Mr. CRITTENDEN’S 
amendment, and it was agreed to—yeas 26, nays 
21, as follows:. ` ; e 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Cla 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, King, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, and Webster.—26. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Norvell, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Tipton,’ Walker, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—21. l 

Mr. BAYARD then submitted an amendment, 
requiring that this act shall be construed in con- 
formity with the rules which have been -prescribed 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
under the former pre-emption law. i 

Mr. KING said that this amendment would 
produce some difficulty, as the set of rules first pre- 


scribed by by the General Land Office having been- 


found, on’ practice, defective, had been set-aside, 
and new ones established, which worked well, and 
were in preset use. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested a m@‘lification 
of the amendment, so as torequire the act to be con- 
strued in conformity with such rules as have been 
prescribed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office and are now in force; which modifica- 
tion was accepted by Mr. BAYARD. ; 

Mr. BENTON expressed himself as entirely op- 
posed to such a proceeding. The rules were infi- 
nitely more voluminous than- the bill, and might 
tend to embarrass its provisions; and besides, he 
was averse to legislating official rules into a law. 

Mr. KING also opposed the amendment, after 
which i 

“Mr. BAYARD moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till Monday, in ‘order to 
‘give members time to look into the rules of the 

» General Land Office, with regard to the construc- 
“tion ef the pre-emption laws. 

~ The question being taken on the motion to post- 

pone, it was lost—yeas 23, nays 25, as follows: 
_ YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky,Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallniadge, Tipton, and Webster—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon; Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Rebin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, 
‘White, Wright, and Young—25. : 

Mr. BAYARD then modified his amendment- -so 
as to read as follows: . 

: Insert.after land, in the fourteenth line, “and that 
prior to any entries being made under the privileges 


given by this.act, proof of settlement or improve-- 
ment shall be made to the satisfaction of ‘the Re-- 


gister and Receiver of the Land District in which 
such lands may be, agreeably to the rules „which 
have been prescribed by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office for that purpose, and are now 
in force.” ; : 

Mr. MORRIS then moved an adjournment; 
which was carried by a vote of 30 to 17. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

oe ee Saruanay, January 27, 1838. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, renewed his ap- 
plication to submit a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Private Land Claims to inquire 
whether any,and ifany what, further provisions 
ought to be made by law for the final settlement 
and legal decision of claims for land, but it was un- 
successful. f 

Reports from the committees. were then called 
for. ; 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relief of 
George Rowe, 

i INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr; CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, reported a 


bill to authorize the settlement with George Fisher 
for property drstroyed by the troops of thé ‘Unitec 
States. a ae 
i MILITARY AFFAIRS. 000 
Mr. McKAY reported a bill for thé relief of Ro 
ger Jones, Adjutant General of the Army. 7 = 
Also a resolution authorizing the Committee on 
Military Affairs; in case they should find it ‘néces- 
sary to the performance of their duties, t 
persons and papers, which was concurred in. ` 
NAVAL AFFAIRS. cage) 


Mr. INGHAM reported a Dill for the’ relief of | 


Robert Ramsey. X : 
Also, a bill for the relief of Ezekiel Jones. ` 


Also, a bill to amend the act of 1835, to regulate | 


Ye 


the pay of.the navy of the United Siaiés. : 
Mr. GRANTLAND reported a Dill for the re- 
lief of Elizabeth Champney. l Ade he 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. HOWARD reported a bill for the relief of - 


Charles G. Ridgley. 

INVALID PENSIONS, ; 
` Mr. MALLORY reported a bill for the relief of 
Barton Hooper. i . i 

COMMERCE. l 
Mr. WORTHINGTON reported .a bill estæ- 


blishing certain collection districts, and creating 


ports of entry therein. 
: REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of the | 


heirs of Dr. Samuel Kennedy. 
Mr. GRENNELL moved a suspension of the 
rule for the purpose of submitting a motion to print 


some extra copies of the report of the Superinten- | 


dent of the Patent Office; but the House reftised. 
DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 

The House then took up the unfinished business 
of the morning hour, being the following resolu- 
tion, submitted on yesterday by Mr. RARIDEN: | 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to furnish 
such members of the present House of Represen- 
tatives as have not received the same under former 
orders with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this House, being such 


i as have been supplied to members of the last and 


preceding Congress, viz: 

The Diplomatic Correspondence, The Documen- 
tary History of the Revolution, The Land Laws, 
American State Papers, Register of Debates, Con- 
tested Elections, and Commercial Regulations, 
Elliott’s Debates, and Elliott’s Diplomatic Code— 

But nothing herein contained shall be construed 


to authorize the reprinting of either of the above. 


works. 


Mr. BRIGGS had moved to strike frorn. the: 


above “The Diplomatie Code.” 


Mr. RARIDEN accepted this as a modification : 


of his resolution. os : 
Mr. BRIGGS then moved to amend ‘the resolu- 


tion by inserting after the word “orders” the follow-: 
ing: “‘and who shall in writing notify the Clerk of- 


their wish to receive (hem.”?. ; 


Mr. RARIDEN accepted of this also, as a modi- | 


fication of his resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, then moved to 
strike out all after the word “resolved,” in the origi- 
nal resolution, and insert the following: 


Resolved, That the late members of the House of. |) 


Representatives of the 23d and 24th Congress, who 
have received, or are.entitled to receive books, un- 


der the resolutions of the 23d and 24th Congress, | 


are hereby directed and required to place them. 
in the Library of Congress for the use of their 
successors, who shall have the right to use them: 
whilst members, and during the sessions of. Con- 
gress, and who shall replace them in the Library 
for the use of their successors; and said books shail 


be.thus kept for the use of the members of the. 


House of Representatives, and to be used and re- 
placed in the Library of Congress from time to 
time as aforesaid. [The books were named in the 
amendment. i 


nd for | 


re ‘was. RO 
r ity-fourth: 
_ had ‘received-the books that would: 
; Mr. BRIGGS could inform the gentleman’ from 
Kentucky of one member of that Congress who 
‘would rétain them. 0 We OP lis aes BE 
„Mr: WILLIAMS had only to say, then, that he 
| did not think any member ought’ to’ retain them, 
after a resolution of, this kind should be adopted. 
‘He had no idea of an appropriation of this kind 
being made ‘indirectly, through the m ofthe ° 
contingent fund of the House. “If members of Con-. ` 
gress did not receive a suficient competisation fo 
their services, let ‘them say so. If eight ddllars 
a. day’ was: insuthcient, let their per diem 
be increased. by . a, direct. appropriation; bùt 
do not be charging. the Government’ with 
six “or ejght hundred dollars for each mem- 
ber, in. the shape of books, 


every gentleman who wished to have the books, to 


notify the Clerk of the same. Mr. R. then slightly 
modified his resolution further, and urged upon the 
House the propriety of adopting it, O 
Mr. MERCER then went into a detail of the de- 
. scription of books which Congress had heretofore 
„seen. proper:to order to be printed for the informa- 
- tion of members of Congress and the public: 
Mr. MORGAN moved the previous guestio 
which was seconded by the ous: : AT 


Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays on or- 


| dering the main question, but’ the House refused to 


order them, and the main question’ was ordered to 
be put without a division. wee 
- Mr. BOND then called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which.was.on the adoption of the 
original resolution, as modified by the mover, which 
_ Were ordered,.and were-—yeas 113, nays J1 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


ce [Continued from No. 9.) 0 


day. : eae 
Mr. HOWARD, chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, gave notice, that so soon as this 
election question ‘should be disposed of, or so soon 


as an opportunity offered, he. should ask: leave to 


take up the bill of the. Senaté, now on the Speak- 
er’s table, to preserve the neutrality of the United 


States on our frontiers. . 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION, 


The HOUSE then announced the special. order ` 


of the day, being the consideration of the Mis- 


“sissippt election.. 


The question pending, being as follows: 
Mr. BRONSON inoved the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Messrs. S. S: Prentiss and T. J. 
‘Word. are‘ not’ members of. the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 
The question pending, being on the motion of Mr. 
BELL, who'on yesterday movedto amend by striking 
oul-all after the word “resolved,” and inserting as 
follows: ` E : i 


_ That the resolution of this House of the 3d Octo- 


ber last, declaring: that Samuri J. Guorson and 
Jonn F. Ho Graimorne ‘were ‘duly’ elected meni- 
bers of the 25th Congress, was agreed to without 
a knowledge of all the facts “which. were ma- 


terial to a correct decision. of the ‘quéstidn pre- 


sented, and the same is hereby rescinded... ; 
Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 
Mr. MAURY, who was.cntitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed ihe House fora few. minutes, in favor of 
the claim of the applicants to a seat on the floor, 
and stated to the House that it had been his inten- 


tended what he calied the rights of the State of Mis- 
sissippi Mr. B: wenton to show that the question 
had'been presented to the House in a false light by 


the contestants, for he contended that no indignity 


whatever had been offered to. the State of Missis- 
sippiy her nights of representalicn had been re- 


- spectéd and defended, and thesimple question was, 


a question between individuals as.to who should 
bave the right-of so ‘representing her. 

Mr. B. contended that the decision of the House 
at the Tate special session ‘was a judicial decision, 
and'could not be‘alteréd-; atid, whether it was so, 
or not, that, previous: to. the special session, there 
existed a legal.and constitutional vacancy, which 
the Governor was authorized to fill, and which: he 


sdi AN 


Mx. -B. ‘entered ‘into à long. argument to prove 
that the Governor of Mississippi was authorized by. 
thé Consiitution’fo" filla vacancy. | He then pòr- 


trayéd, ‘in glowing colors, the disastrous. conse- | 


quences Which would ensue if the variots Legisla- 
tures “had “not that power. “He said the country 
might be'tavaged-by an invading enemy, or might 


“be at war with tén nations at once, without having 


tlie power of calling together and assembling the 
House of Representatives to act on the. subject. 
He was fully aware of the’strength of the argu-. 


ments addueed by one vf the contestants, (Mr.. 


- Prentiss,) viz thatthe Governors ‘of States might 


thus anticipate, defeat or: destroy the regular elec- 
tion. Butit would-be obvious to-every reflecting 


mind that there was not the slightest. probability of 


The CHAIR announced the spécial order of ‘the 
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| sucha. course ever being. adopted; and, if. it 
| Were, there weie ample means of speedy. redress: 


Perhaps the mostimportant question, after as- 
suming that the Governor had the power, was, 
t“ did he exercise that power?” It had been con 


‘tended that such was not-the case, and that the pro- 


clamation of the Governor wasa mere nullity. For 
his part, he maintained that the Governor had a’ 
right to fill the whole vacancy, or none. He was 
not authorized to filla part of a vacancy, but the 
whole; therefore, “if the gentlemen elected in July 
were elected at all, they were elected for the whole 
term of the T'wenty-fifth'Congress. : 

Mr. B. commented at some length on the absurd- 
ity of the argument, §that because the Governor 
had inserted a superfluity in his writ and proclama- 
tion, the whole was thereby rendered void. He 
maintained that the decision of the House at the 
late session, was a judicial decision, made after. a 
full and complete investigation of all the facts, and 
that therefore it was. binding and could not be re- 
versed. He denied that the decision was’ ex parte 
as had been alleged, and was proceeding in proof 
thereof, when he gave way to a motion of adjourn: 
ment, And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, Jan, 27, 1838. 


-- Mz; GRUNDY presented the petition of sundry 


citizens of Davidson county, Teinessec, praying’ 
for the establishment of a post route: réferred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented five petitions from 
citizens of Michigan, praying for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor of Preston, and 


‘for the construction of a light house at Stony Point: 
_referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Vermont, praying for the abolition 
of slavery inthe District. of Columbia; and, 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the question on re- 
ceiving the petition was laid on the table. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the joint reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of that State, asking for 
the extension of the franking privilege to the Ex- 
ecutives of the States: laid on the table. 

Mr. LYON presented a petitiun numerously. 
signed by the inhabitants-of the country lying in 
the vicinily of the road commenced by the United 
States, and ruming from Toledo, on the Maumee 


‘river, to Michigan City, in the State of Indiana, 


setting forth the importance of that road in a na- 
tional point of view, and praying Congress tò make 


-an appropriation to complete it with as little delay 


as practicable: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, f 

- Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Caleb 
Atwater, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered as commissioner to treat with certain Indian 
tribes: referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of the daughter of John Sher- 
barne, late of ihe army of the Revolution. 


Mr. M. from the same committee, made an un-. 


favorable report on the petition of Garrett Tenni- 
son, and the committee was discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

‘Mr. KING presented the petition of William 
Fisher, praying confirmation of his claim to a tract 


.of land under a Spanish grant: referred’ to the 


Commitiee.on- Private Land Claims. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Connecticut, praying for the establishment 
of a light-hoase:- referred to the Committee on 
Commerce... i i 


the bill granting pre- 


emptioa rights 


was ordered to be €n 3 


ngrosséd by á vote of 26 to 12. 
And the Señale adjourned. Lee Ba ; 


i i tne pudlielands, andy. 
after the adoption: of Several amendments, the bill 


| 


table. 


-bateable one; but 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; © 
at .“Monpay, Jans 29, 1838.0 oe 
. A-message in writing-from: the President: of. the 
United States, received on “Saturday: last, was laid 
before the House; and having been read, on motion 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY of ‘Ohio, was laid on- the ` 
fable. ; : SESS SO ee ; 

The message communicated.a reportof the coms: 
mission in relation to spoliations by thé Creéks and | ~ 
Seminoles. ae ee VEE T og 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY: 5 0v : 
.. The following message and accompanying report: - 
were received at the same time, and now laid: be. 
fore the House: f i Goin 
To the House of Representatives of the United Statese 
I herewith communicate to the House of Repre-. 
sentatives a report from the Secretary of State; with. 
accompanying documents, in answer to their ‘reso- 
ution of the 9th inslant ore 
oe i M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Jan. 26, 1838. i 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
ya Washington; January 25, 1838. 
_. The Secretary of State, to whom.has been refer» : 
red a resolution of the House of Representatives, . 
dated ihe 9th inst. requesting the President, tocom- 
municate to that body: what, measures, if any, have* 
béer taken by the’Executive, for the release-of Mr. 
Greely, a citizen of Maine, now imprisoned in. the 
provincial jail of New Brunswick, at-Frederickton, 
for an alleged violation of the-jurisdiction’ of said- 
province, overthe territory claimed by thé British 
Government; and also, to communicate any cor- 
respondence which the Executive Department ‘may © 
have had with the British Government, or the Ex- 
ecutive of Maine, upon the subject of said Greely's 
imprisonment, so. far as a communication of the ~ 
same may be deemed by him not-incompatible with 
the public interest. we 2 os deh eo 
, And likewise requesting the Presid 
compatible with the public . interest, ‘to commun 
cate to that House “any ‘correspondenceé. 
inunication held between the Government: 
United States and that of Great Britain, at difere 
limes,’ respecting the wardenship, occupation, or. 
actual possession, of that part of the territory- of 
the State of Maine which is'claimed by Great:Bri- 
tain,” has the honor to report to the President the | 
accompanying documents, which embrace the in 
formation and correspondence not heretofore pub- 
lished by Congress, called for by the above cited 
resolution. i 
Respectfully submitted. 


l JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. xe 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the further cónside«. 
ration of the subject was“ postponed, till’ Thursday. . 
next. : ; ~ 2 i 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commu- 
nication of the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a statement of the contingent expenses of the Navy 
Dapartment; which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, was laid on the table. n : 

CHEROKEE MEMORIAL. -: 
The House then: resumed ‘the consideration ‘of 


the memorial of John Ross and other Indians of... 


that tribe, remonstrating against thè treaty at New ` 
Echota. ; eR SE Sass ot 

The question pending was onthe motion of Mr. 
Horxins to reconsider the vote..of. tae House of 
Monday last, refusing to lay. the memorial ‘on the 
Mr. EVERETT inguiréd if-the motion to recon: 
sider was debateable? 0 0. n 0 0 S a 

The CHAIR ‘replied, that generally a ji 
reconsider opened the whole merits of the question; 
that is, if the original metion: under. it was a. de- 
e motión. to lay on the table not 
being debateable, consequently, that to reconsider it 
couldnt bes) ade Ten TaT 

After:some. further. conversation. between” the 


‘CHAIR and Mr. EVERETT, the latter gentleman 
“asked for the yeas and nays on the motion to re 
at 


T46 


consider, which were ordered, and were 


nays 82, as follows: . 
YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beime, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, John Cathoon, Cambreleng, Timo- 
thy’ J. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, 
Cleveland, Clowney, Coffin. Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Dennis, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfieid, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, 
James’ Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jack- 
son, Joseph Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones;: John W. Jones, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Lewis, Logan, Loo- 
mis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McCleHan, McKim, . Miller, Montgo- 
mery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Noble, Owens,-Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patton, Paynter, 
Pennybacker, . Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Shields, Shop- 
lor, Smith, Southgate, Spencer, Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Titus, 
Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wa, ener, Weeks, John 
White, Javed W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Worthing- 
ton and Yell—121. a 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, William 


—yeas 121, 


B. Campbell, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston; Crockeu, 


Curtis, Dartington, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, feet Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Har- 
an, « Harper, 
M. T: Hunter, Daniel Jenifer, William Cost Johnson, 
Linco'n, ‘Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Potts, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Augustine 
H. Shepherd, aba Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Webster, Albert 8. White, Elisha Whit- 
esey, Sherrod Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—82. È x 

So the House resolving to reconsider the vote, 
the question recurred upon the motion to lay the 
memorial on the table; on which, 

Mr. FILLMORE asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, nays 86, 

as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, ‘Bronson, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, ‘Timothy’ J. 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Den- 
nis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fair- 

field, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, ‘Gholson, Glas- 
cock, J. Graham, Grantland, Grant,- Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Thomas B, Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Law- 
ler, Legare, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, 
Martin, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abrakam McClellan, 
“McClure, MeKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore; Morgan, S. W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Noble, Owens, almer, Parker, Parmen- 
ter, Pation, Paynter, Peuny backer, Pewiken, Phel s, Pickens, 
‘Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson 
Rives, Sawyer, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stewart, Stone, Taylor, ‘Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vander- 
veer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Jos. L. 
Wiliams, Worthington, and Yell—123, v 

NAYS—Messtz. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, William B. arter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, Da- 
wes, Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Ogden Hoff- 
man, - Robert M. T, Hunter, Winiam Cost Johnson, 
Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maur , Maxwell, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Mor- 
ris, Calvary Morris, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Rus- 
sell, A. H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Blade, Stanly, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, A. §. 
White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wilhems, Sher- 
rod Williams, Christopher H, Williams, Wise, and Yorke—36. 

So the memorial was laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials ‘were then called for in 
the order of Sfates and Territories, and were pre- 
sented by 

Messrs. 
ANDERSON, SMITH, CILLEY, DAVEE, and 
NOYES, of Maine. ge gg : 


{Mr. Surru presented the petition of the citizens 


of Perlland, Maine, in favor of a general bank-. 


rupt law. Also, of Samuel Goldsbury. “Also, of 
Henry R. Stickney.] f 

At the hour of 1 o'clock the CHATR announced 
the special order, being the case of the Mississippi 
Election. . 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetis moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, for the purpose of continuing 
the presentation of petitions; and the motion being 
taken by tellers, was decided in the hegative, ayes 
105, nays 71, not two-thirds. : 


The House accordingly resumed the considera- ; 


tion of the : 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION, 


_ The questicn pending being as follows: 


‘Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: ] 
Resolved, That Messrs. S, S. Prentiss and T. J. 


Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoifman, Robert’ 


EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER,’ 


| Mississippi. 


are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 


The question pending. being cn the motion 


of Mr. Bert, who had moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word‘ Resolved,” and 
inserting as follows: “ That. the resolution of this 
House ofthe 3d of October last, declaring that 
SamurL J. Guouson and Jonn- F. H.. CLAIBORNE 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress; 
was agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts 
which were material to a eorreet decision of the 
question presented, and. the same is hereby re- 
scinded.” . ` 


Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and- 


Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 

gress, from the State of Misssippi, in November 

last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 
Mr. BRONSON, who was entitled to the floor, 


, proceeded with his: remarks, and repliéd to thear- 


guments of one of the applicants for a seat on the 
floor (Mr. Prentiss). in relation to the decision of 
the last session of Congress as being ex parte, 
and contended that that decision was decisive 
on the question, and must be-binding. Mr. 
B. went into an examination of the meaning of the 
words ex parte, and contended -that the decision or 
the House at the extra session was not ex parte, 
there being discussion, and evidence produced on 
both sides of the question; and, in his opinion, it 
would be unjust, to reverse that decision, because 
the sitting members had asserted on the floor of the 
House, that if it decided in their favor, that they 


would not- be candidates in the canvass then going ` 


onin Mississippi. The whole facts of the case were 


laid before the House at the extra session, and the ` 


matter was therefore fully discussed, so that-there 
could be no mistake in relation to the decision made 
at that time. He then went generally into an ex- 
amination of the varicus documents ow the sub- 
ject, and the acts of the Governor of Mississippi 
in relation to it, and contended that in whatever 
light you might view it, the decision of the House 
at the extra session must.be binding, and that it 
was impossible that gentlemen could be con- 
stitutionally elected members of this House 
at the November election. when there was no 
vacancy in the representation of Mississippi, this 
House having decided that the sitting membsts 
were entitled toseats during the whole Congress. ; 

The House having decided they were thus enti- 
tied to their seats, they were not candidates in 
November, and in many counties where they re- 
ceived large majorities in July, they received not a 
vote in November; their friends refraining from 
voung at all for members. of Congress, believing 
the decision of the House to be final, and that there 
was no vacancy in the representation of the State. 
This was borne out by the fact, that at the Novem- 
ber election there were upwards of eight thousand 
more votes given for Governor than for members 
of Congress. Would it, therefore, he would now 
ask, be right to reverse this decision, even if it was 
incorrect. «If it was incorrect, which he would on- 
ly admit for the sake of the argument, it would be 
doing the greatest injustice to reverse it. The elec- 
tion of November was held under the. decision of 
this House, and many of the friends of the . sitting 
members, on the faith of that decision, remained at 
home on the election day, or at least refused to 
cast their votes for members of Congress. It was 
not to be believed that an election held in this way 
could express the will and wishes of the people of 


Mr. B. replied at some length to the arguments 


} of the contestant to a seat on this floor, and con- 
|. eluded by hoping that. the House would not reverse 


the decision of the extra session. 
Mr. JENIFER replied, at some length, to the 
arguments of the gentleman who had preceded him 


-in support of the decision of the House at the extra 


session. and contended that new evidence was now 


presented to the House, and that if the decision of 


the extra session was wrong, that now was the pro- 
per tie to correct the error. He went generally 
into a detail of the evidence presented at the called 
session, and that now presented, for the purpose of 
showing that the question was now presented to the 
House in an entirely different light from what it 
was when the decision was made. ~The whole 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Word are not members of the 25th Cofigress, and Ji 


evidence in the State of Mississippi, the Qo- 
vernor’s “proclamation, . the - writs- of- elec- 
tion, the certificates of -the -Governor and. Se- 
cretary. “of State, all went 19 show. that. the 
sitting ma s: were. elected only ‘for, the extra 
SCssior ras the opinion, 106, he contended, 
of: the peop Mississippi, as. was-evidenced by 
the fact of their holding an election for members.of |. 
Congress in November dast. . He replied to the.ar- 
guments of. the. gentleman. from New York, (Mr. 
Bronson,) in relation to- the vote for the Governor 
of the State being larger thag for-members of Con- 
gress; and asserted. that. the contestants. had. a 
larger vote than had ever before been given in the 
State of Mississippi. Pte : 

Mr. ROBERTSON followed on the same side, 
and spoke at some length in support. of the right of 
the contestants 10 seats as representatives of the 
State of Mississippi. : . > 

Mr. LEGARE obtained the floor, but stated 
that as the hour was late, he thrown -himself.upon 
the indulgence. of the House, by asking a-more 
favorable hour for addressing the body... He 
thereupon moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana called for the 
yeas and nays on this moticn, but, the -House re- 


-fused to order them, and . 


T 


be TEouse then adjourned, 


© IN SENATE, 
< Monpay; Januaty 29, 1838. 

`The CHAIR communicated” a. report: from the 
Treasury Department, transmitting sundry docu- 
ments in answer to the resolution.of the 24th inst. 
requiring copies of the correspondence between that 
Department and the banks of ‘the District of Co- 
lumbia, after the pagsage of the deposite law and 
the suspension of specie payments, relative to the 

increase of their loans and disconats ; and, 
On motion of Mr, ALLEN, the report and docu- 


i ments were -laid on the table, and ordered to be 
| printed. _ : 


The CHAIR also communicated. a report from 
the War Department, transmitting, in compiiance 
with the act cf March, 1837, the report of the 
agents appointed to inquire what depredations have 
been committed by the Seminole and Creek In- 
dians on the property of the citizens of Florida, 
Georgia, and Alabama; and, i 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, it was 
laid on the table, and. ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR. also communicated a report from 


i the War Department, transmitting the report of the 


Chief Engineer, in answer to the resolution of the 
Senaie of the 25th inst. relative to the amount ex- 
pended on the improvement of the navigation of 
the Missouri river; which, “on motion of Mr. 
LINN, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. i f 

The CHAIR also communicatod a letter from 
the War Deparment, transmitting two reports 
from the Chief Engineer, accompanied by certain 
documents relative to the claims of Henry Gale to 
the Pea Patch island, in the Delaware; and 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was laid on the 
tab'e and five hundred extra’ copies were or- 
dered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, accompanied by certain sur- 
veys in reference to the Rock river and Des Moines 
rapids ofthe Mississippi, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate; and 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, it was laid on the 
table, and fifteen hundred extra copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, made in compliance with 
the provisions of the 2d section of the act of the &h 
May, 1836, showias the expenditures..under the 
contingent fund, of the office of the Secretary of 
the Navy, and the office of the Commissioners of 
the Navy; which was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

_Mr. SWIFT presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Knox county,- Illinois, remonstrating 
against the annexation. of- Texas to the Union; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a communication 


from the Governor of the State of South Carolina, 


inclosiag the resolutions. passed 

of that: State, asking an. appropriation for. the pre- 

, er 
Conimitiee on Commerce, sees Eg AS 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition’ of -sundry 

- Citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abo- 

lish slavery and the slave trade ` in the District of 

Columbia; the question on the reception of which 

was, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, laid on 

the table. : : 

My. BUCHANAN. presented. the petition of 
twenty-four youths of the city and county of. Phila- 
delphia, asking for the speedy extinction of slavery 
in the District of Columbia and. Territories of the 
United States; and, : : : 

‘On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the ques- 
‘tion. of its reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from Robert 
Achison: ‘of New Jersey, to the same purport, 
which was similarly: disposed of. 

Mr: WALL. presented a petition of sundry citi- 
zens. of Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation 
to. complete the frigate Rariian, now on the stocks; 
an ye : 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two similar petitions 
for the same object; both of which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


x 


: Mr: WEBSTER presented. a. memorial from 
sundry citizens -of-Massachūsetts; remonstrating 
against reducing the duties on woollen blankets: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Wir. WEBSTER also presented the petition of 
Hannah Laighton, widow of Isaac Bates, praying 
for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
‘tee’on Pensions. ` f 

Mr. WALL. presented the petition of Robert 
‘Montgomery, praying for a pension; which. was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN moved that the papers in relation to 
the claim of the heirs of Wade Hampton to a tract 
of land in Louisiana, be printed; which motion was 
agreed to... p $ 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented a memorial: from 
sundry citizens of Darien, Georgia, praying for an 
appropriation for the survey of the Altamaha river: 
referred tó the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed... : 

Mr.. ROANE. presented ‘sundry documents in 
support of the claim.of J.-S, Stubbs; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee: on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr: MORRIS. presented documents in support 
of the claim of David Robb; which were referred to 
the Cominittee on Claims. : 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Asa 
Armington, praying to be. relieved from the pay- 
ment ofa duty bond: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ; 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Hazard 

. Knowles, of the Patent Office, praying to be allowed 
to take out a patent: referred to the Committee on 
Patents, : 

Mr. LINN submitted: the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: : 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire. into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to improve the navigation 
of the Missouri river, from its mouth to Fort Lea- 
venworth: =. : i 5 ee 

Mr: SEVIER submitted the following resolution, 
which was eonsitlered and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Pensions 
be -instructed -to inquire into: the expediency of 
granting a pension to the heirs of Peter Craig, de- 


~ geaseds hse 

- Mri NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which. was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals inquite into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation. for the construction of a tnacadamized 
or railroad from Milwaukie or Lake Michigan, by 
the most direct, eligible. route through. the mineral 
regios; to'some point on the Mississippi, in: the 
Territory of Wisconsin. = ope 

Mr: WALL submitted the following resolution; 
which was. considered and. adepted: 


e Legislature {| 


vation’ ôf -Charlešton ‘harbor: referted . to the. : 


> Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 

quested to communicate to the Senate the report of. 
“the survey.of Crow shoal, in-Delaware bay; made 
in-parsuance of an act of Congress for the purpose of. 
ascertaining the expediency of constructing a break-: 
water er.aftificial harbor, and other papers accom:. 
panying the same, if such report has been made; 


not. been made. - Th : 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lationary. Claims; to which. the memorials relating 
to them had “been. referred, reported the following 
bills; which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second. reading: ae oe 

‘A pill for ihe relief of the widow and heirs of 
Col. Albert Paulding, deceased. `` 
Captain Robert. White, deceased; and Ss 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. Thomas 
L. B. Goodwin, deceased.. S 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of Michael -_——, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ° 

The report of the Committee on Pensions unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Garrett Lewis, was con- 
“sidered and concurred in, ; A 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Francis Newman was taken up; and, after 


to a third reading. i 

The bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the public lands was read a third time; and on the 
question, Shall it pass? a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. WEBSTER, CLAY of Kentucky, HUB- 


and CALHOUN took part. The debate lasted une 
til 4 o’clock, when Mr. WHITE rose to address 
the Senate, bul gave way ona mouon of Mr. BEN- 
TON to adjourn. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, Jan. 30, 1838. 
The CHAIR laid before the House several Exe- 
cutive communications, viz: 
1. From the Secretary of ‘War, transmitting co- 
pies of all orders to the commanders of the forces 
in Florida. i : 


mittee on Military Affairs. 

the Chief Engineer in reference to the erection of 
ferices or guard posts, where necessary, on the Na- 
tional Road between Cumberland and Wheeling. 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 

3. From the same, transmittmg certain annual 
reports from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
accompanied by a statement of all the persons em- 
ployed in that branch of the public service during 
the year. 1837. ` 

On motion of Mr. BELL, laid on the table. 

4. From the Secretary. of the Treasury, trars- 
mitting a report of the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral. Land Office, containing a statement of the 
whole amount of the public lands belonging to the 
United States sold since they were ceded to the 
United States, distinguishing the amount in each 
year, etc. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, laid on the 
table. i 

Reports from the standing committees were then 

called for. 
me e COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported Senate 
bill, with an amendment, tor the relief of William 
East. : 

3 COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, authorizing certain persons to test the 
strength of steam boilers. : f 
f Mr. CURTIS reported a resolution requesting 
| the Secretary of the Navy to communicate to the: 


House of Representatives. the report and survey: 


made by Lieutenant Wilkes of George’s Bank atid 
shoal; and that the report be prmted, together with 
5,000 extra copies of the:chart, under the superin-: 


tendence of Lieutenant Wilkes; which, after a few- 


‘and if-not, to state thè reasons why the same has- 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 


a brief explanation from Mr. WALL, was ordered- 


BARD, CLAY of Alabama, FULTON, LYON, } 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, referred to the Com- 


2. From the same, communicating a report of | 


On motion of Mr. MeKENNAN, referred to the . 


à Messrs. McKA : ad CURTIS, was. 


Ñ 


a es PUBLIC LANDS. °°, 
Mr. CASEY -reported a bill for 
Samuel ‘Dickerson: . : 
Bn oS JODICIARY; = 
“Mr. THOMAS ‘reported, withou 


the relief of 


ey 


t amerdment, 
acts for the punishment of certain crimes against’. 
the United States, o CSS, l 
Mr. CORWIN reported a resolution: instructing 
the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the 
exdediency of changing the times-‘of holding the 
Circuit and District Courts of the: United States in 


which was concurred in. ; = 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a bill to 
reorganize the District Courts of the United States 
in the State of Alabama. * : 

: x PRIVATE: LAND CLAIMS. eae 

Mr. MAY reported a bill for the relief of the le- 
| gal-ispresentative of Philip Barbour, deceased. 

` INDIAN APFÄIRS. HE at 

M:. BELE reported a bill for the relief of Geo. 
Ceri. hnson.. ` id ` 

Mr. CHANEY reported a bill for the relief of 
John Bouldin. è 

Mr. EVERETT reported a bill to provide for 
the security and protection of theemigrantand other - 
Indians west of Missouri.and Arkansas, 

us MILITARY AFFAIRS. > ie: 

Mr. McKAY reported a bill to increase the ar- 
my of the United States, and for other purposes. ` 

Mr. McKAY ‘explained, ‘fer the information of 
the House, that this bill related. merely to anin- 
crease of. the tank and file `of. the army, and:did- 
not touch at all the subject of the reorganization 


der the consideration of the committee, and ‘they 

expected shortly to, be prepared to report upon ite 
Mr. GRENNELL reported a bill for the relief 

1 of Anne S. Heilman. ; g 
TERRITORIES. `` gh ee, 

Mr. BRONSON reporied.a. bill. to establish a . 

new Judicial District in the Territory of Florida... |. 

Also, a bill to authorize the “President -9 

~ United States to cause to be surveyed 


tained the boundary line between the Stat 
souri and the Territory of Wisconsin. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, 000080 

Mr. MORGAN reported @ bil! for the relief of. 

Haliman Tucker. ` 

Mr. FRY reported a biil 

Cottan Evans of Vermont. | 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky reported a 
for the benefit of the widow of- Noah Chittenden. 
‘Also, a bil for the relief of William Collins. ” 
Mr. PLIJMER reported a bill granting.a pension 
to Gideon Shelby. eee LS So at's 

PUBLIC ‘BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS, oge V 
Mr. LINCOLN reported a resolution instructing 
the Committee on Public Buildings and..Grounds 
to cause the walls of the late Post Office building 
to be surveyed and examined by a skilful archi- 
tect, for the purpose of determining on the pro- 
priety of their immediate removal, or of repairing - 
or reconstructing the building, and the purposes: to” 
wuri it shall be applied, &c. which was- conceure 
red in, f c 


granting a pension to 


i PATENTS. ae =y 
Mr. PHELPS reported- Senate bill; without: 
‘amendment, to authorize the. Commissioner -of' the 
Patent Office to issue a pateni to James Smith, and 
it was ordered to a third reading, then read a third 
time and passed. eB E 
On motion of Mr. MENIFEE, 5000. extra 
copies of the annual report: of the .Commissioner 
on Patents were ordered to be printed. ny 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Mr. DAWSON reported a. bill forthe 
Fliza Davis... 3 
RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 
The House: then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Anais 
| onthe 18th ult. . si 
Pi: Resolved, That ihe President of the United States 
-be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and teanslation ofthe pamphlet in the Spanish lans 


relief of 


| 


ahd ascere.. 


Senate bill entitled anvact to alter and amend the . 


the Statés of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois;and Michigan; ~ ` 


or increase of the staff. That subject was still whe 


‘bill 
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, guage, ‘stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
to this House to have been printed.and circulated 
by the late minister from the: Republic of Mexico, 

, Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of the diplomatic functionary from 
a foreign Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. ` 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HOWARD to strike ont all thatpart relating to the 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“country” in the eighth line. ; f 

Mr. HOWARD, remarking that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuine) entitled to the 
floor being absent from indisposition, moved to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject till 
to-morrow. f 

Mr. ADAMS deemed it of great importance that 

` the pamphlet in question should be in the posses- 
sion of the House, from the attitude of our relations 
-with Mexico; and, consequently, that the resolution 
should be soon adopted, because it would take 
some time to translate the pamphlet. He, there- 
fore, expressed a hope-that the gentleman from 
Maryland. would withdraw his objection, or that 
the House would take the question at once. 

In reference to the merits of the call, Mr. A. in- 
sisted that the information was indispensable to the 
House. Here was the country brought to the very 
verge of a war by the course of the Executive, and 
yetthey were denied the information upon which 
the Presidenthad brought the country to this point. 
Mr. A. said “denied,” for, in the call of the House 
for the correspondence between this Government 
and that of Mexico, all communication between 
the ministers of the two countries-had been express- 
ly and positively withheld of suppressed, under the 
restrictive clause in the call so strenuously insisted 
upon by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes) 

_ viz: that saying if, in his (the President’s) opinion, 
not incompatible with the public interest. Now, if 
there were. negotiations pending at this time be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, that would 
be a sufficient reason for the President to deny 
communicating these papers; but when they were 
told that ño negotiations were pending, for they 
were informed that the President had exhausted all 

: argument for negotiating, and nothing more was 
to be done but for Congress to assume their 
power, it did seem the most extraordinary thing in 
the world that all the information in possession of 
the Executive, could not be at once communicated. 
‘What! were they to go to war without this infor- 
mation? Was this conntry to be drawn into a 
declaration of war, without being put in posses- 
sion of the information necessary to show the 
grounds of such a. step? Surely they ought. to have 
a copy of that pamphlet, a pamphlet described, 
in a demi-semi official response to it as an ont- 
rage without precedent. Mr. A. did not justify 
the act of Gorostiza, which might be called an act 
of indiseretion, but it did not merit all that had 
been said of it. Nor was it without precedent, and 
he particularly referred to the case of Gwinnett. 

Mr. A’s remarks were cut off by the annuncia- 
tion of the special order, being the case of the 

: MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The question pending being as follows: 

Mr BRONSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, Messrs. S. S. Prentiss ang T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 

The question peuding being on the motion of 
Mr. Bex, who had moved. to amend by striking 
out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting as 
follows: “That the resolution of this House of the 
3d October last, declaring that Samuer J. Guotson 
and Jonn F. H. Cuiarsorne were duly elected mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress, was agreed to withouta 
knowledge of all the facis which were material to 
a correct decision of the question presented, and 
the same is hereby rescinded.” : 

Résolied further, That Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
from the State of Mississippi, in NovemLer last, 
and aye entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. LEGARE, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed.the House at considerable length in support 
of the right of the sitting members, Messrs. Ctar- 
gorse ahd Grotson, to retain their seats. Mr. L. 


went into a lengthy argument to-prove. that the sit- 
ting members were-duly. eléct he people of 
Mississidpi, and that they wer sd to seats for 
the whole Congress. He -based: fis “argument on 
the Constitution of the United ‘States, it-being over 
and above the acts of the Governor and -people of 
Mississippi; and the argument’ of gentlemen that 
it was only intended to elect: the sitting members 
for the extra session by the people;.-he considered 
entirely erroneous. = 

Mr. EVANS addressed the- House at some 
length in support of the rights of the contestants to 


‘seats, and in reply to the arguments of ‘the gentie- 


man from South Carolina, (Mr. Lecarg,) and 
others, who had spceker. in favor of thesitting mem- 
bers. $: 

Mr. CUSHMAN then stated that as this ques- 
tion had consumed a great deal of the time of the 
House; and as he presumed every gentleman had 
now made up his opinion`in relation to the ques- 
tion, he now demanded the previous question. 

Mr. WISE called the attention of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire to the facts that one of the 
members now asking seats on this floor had not had 
the opportunity of saying a word, and that it was 
the wish of the other gentlemen again to address 
some remarks to the House, in reply to the argu- 
ments which gentlemen had made in opposition to 
their right to seats in this Congress. ~ 

Mr. CUSHMAN replied that if this was the 


‘ease, he would withdraw the motion, to enable the 


contestants to address the House, if they desired it. 

‘Mr. PRENTISS then rose, and intimated a 
wish to address’some remarks to the House, but 
gave way to 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, who addressed the 
House for a few minutes in explanation of the vote 
he had given at the extra session. He stated that 
at the extra session he had voted in favor of the sit- 
ting members taking their seats in this Honse; but 
from subsequent examination and reflection, he 
had come to the determination that the better plan 
would be to send both the delegations back to th 

eople, 

Mr. PRENTISS then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the House a few minutes; when he gave 
way to f 

Mr. WISE, on whose motion, 

The Heuse adjourned. 


IN SENATE; 
Turspay, January 30, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report: from the 
Treasury Department, in compliance with the re- 
solution sabmitted by Mr. Wensrmr, inquiring 
whether any of- the pensions and fishing bounties 
paid at Boston, were paid in notes of the Common- 
wealth Bank of Massachusetts, &c. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would not detain the 
Senate, by requiring the reading of the document, 
but would merely move for the printing of it. -He 


` would, however, take océasion to say, as ‘the Se- 


cretary and collector put the payment of these pen- 
sions and bounties in Commonwealth Bank notes, 
on the ground that they were voluntarily received. 


. Now it happened that he had this morning received 


by mail an affidavit, relating to the payment of a 
pension, which he would read to the Senate. 

Mr. W. here read an affidavit of an individual, 
named Asa Pickering on the subject, and moved 
that it be printed together with the report. and do- 
cuments from the Treasury Department. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama supposed the. Senator 
did not mean to print the affidavit as a part of the 
documents belonging to the Treasury report. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied certainly not. 
wished it to be printed separately. $ 

The report and documents were then ordered to 
be printed, as was also the affidavit jnst read. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, showing the number of per- 
sons employed in the Indian Department for -the 
year 1837; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of a 
number of Cherokee pensioners, praying provision 
for injuries sustained in the late war: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial from A. and G. 
Ralston of Philadelphia, praying to be refunded 
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certain duties paid by them for the Newcastle and 


Frenchtown: Railroad Company to the collector of 


the Wilmington. district, under’ (an-alleged) mis- 
construction of the act of July 1, 1836. referred to 
the. Committee on Finance.” Frie af 

Mr.:CALHGUN_) presented: a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce, in: ‘Charleston, sanc- 
tioning a memoria! fvom-certain- citizens of- North 
Carolina, in-:relation to the railroad from Halifax 
to Wilmington, which they ask to have made a 
mail route, and show the comparative advantages 
thai will resvlt therefrom. ‘Tne memorialists state 
that the maitas: at: present carried, takes ninety- 


„eight hours from Halifax to- Augusta, which they 


can accomplish by their road: in fifty-eight hours. 
And again, the mailfrom Halifax. to. Charleston, 
S. C. as now, carried, takes ninety-four and a half 
hours, while their line, after the first of May, will 
carry it the same distance in. forty-six hours, 
making a clear saving of forty-eight hours., In a 
very little while they will do away the necessity of 
the Express mail, as no other mode can compete 


„with them in point of velocity. 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented two petitions from 
citizens of Maine, praying fur the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, a peti- 
tion remonstrating against the annexation of Texas 
tothe Union. The questionof receiving the first 
of these was laid on the “table; and- the last peti- 
tion itself was Jaid on the table:.. = 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the presi- 
dent and directors of the -Bank- of.:the Metropolis, 
asking for a renewal: of their -charter: referred ‘to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Burlington, New Jersey, praying Congress 
to exercise what the petitioners call its constitu- 
tional power fo prohibit the slave trade between the 
States—the question. as to receiving this petition 
was laid on-the table. ins 

Mr. LINN presented the petition. of the Bolivar 
and St. Lonis rail road, praying right of passage 


“through the public lands. 


Also, the petition of Richard Cogan, praying per- 
mission to enter certain lands at Government 
price. _ ` 

Also, from the-citizens of Scott county, Missouri, 
praying pre-emption rights or privilege ‘of entering 
improvements. Bhd 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Platte county, 
Missouri, praying fora mail route from Platsburg 


‘to Black Snake Hill, ‘near the mouth of Rodway 


river and Missouri river. 

Also, a petition from G. M. Davis, Joseph Ba- 
ker, sr. and others for establishing a mail route 
from Frankfort Illinois, Brownsville, Gill's Ferry 
to Jackson, Missouri, so as to ran from Frankfort 
via Brownsville, Breesville, Illinois, Manning’s 
store, More and Manning’s store, to Frederickton. 

Also, from citizens of Clay county, for a post 
ronte from Liberty, Clay county, to Black Snake 
Hills.« 

-. The above petitions were all appropriately re- 
ferred. , 
Mr. KNIGHT presented the resolutions of the 


-Legislature of Rhode Island in opposition to the 


Independent Treasury bill; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of the Alaba- 
bama Railroad Company, praying permission to 
enter five hundred thousand acres of land within 
fen miles of the road, on a credit of five years: re- 
ferred fo the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

. Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
Jchn W. Matthews; which was’ referred to the 
Committee on C 


aT 


Oa motion of Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pers of Jobn H. Mefntosh were referred to the 
Commucze on Claims. 9 

Mr. BU CHANAN presented several memorials 
praying an appropriation forthe completion of the 
frigate Raritan: referred: to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. =: : 

On motion of Mr.. DAVIS, leave was granted to 
John Edmonds to withdraw his petition and papers. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee.on the Ju- 
diciary, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of William Patton, 2 


“2, Also, an ulifavo 
John McClelland. aa i 

iMr GRUNDY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to change the time of holding the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States for the 7th circuit. 
„Also, a bill: to change the times. of holding ‘the. 


rable report ; 


Circuit Court of the United Siates “for the 9th]! 


circuit. 


Which were severally read, and ordered to 2 se- 


cond reading. ~ 

On motion: of Mr; GRUN DY, and by general 
consent, the first named: bill: was read the second 
lime, and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

“Mr. GRUNDY; from ‘the same committee, in 
pursuance of a resolution of tiie Senate, reported a 
bill to amend the act supplementary: fo the act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, from the Committee. 
on Revolutionary Claims, to which had been re- 
ferred the memorial of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Major Andrew Leach, deceased, reported 
a-bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered 
to-a:‘second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of the heirs of 
William Cageswell, deceased, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
‘cond -réading.. f : 

Mr. McK EAN; pursuant to notice, and on leave 
granted, introduced a bill further regulating writs of 
error and suits for penalties in the courts of the 
United States; which was read a first-and second 
tind, and refered to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. Z 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands; to whieh-had been recommitted the me- 
morial of the heirs of Captain John Fulford, de- 
ceased, reported a bill for their relie which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported, without amendment, several bilis from 
the House that had been referred to that commit- 
tee. a 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had beén referred the me- 
morial of General Matthew Arbuckle, reported a 
‘bill for his relief; which was read; and ordered to a 
second readings > `` . 

Mr. LINN, from thè. Committee on Private 


Land Claims, to which was referred the Message . 


of the President in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 14th of October läst, on the subject, 
reported a bill .to amend the act-entitled an act for 
the appointment of: Commissioners: to adjust and 
settle: claims to. reservations of land under the 14th 
article of thë treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw In- 
dians: read, and-ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, on leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Eckford, 

` deceased; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. | ; 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the. 
relief of Reuben E Gentry, William Munroe, and 
others; which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose to make an explanation, 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. He said 
that a few days ago, when the Military bill was 
before the. Senate, he had stated, upon what he 
then deemed satisfactory information, that officers 
of the corps of Military Engineers‘had often been 
employed as engineers:in ‘the. service of railroad 
and canal companies, Since that time, he had 
learned that this remark ought:to-have been con- 
fined- to the offigers of the Topographical Corps of 
Engineers: -Upon a complaint having been made 
to bin, he had immediately instituted an inquiry 
on the subject; and: the result» was, that no officer 
belonging tothe: Militaty Engineers: prcper had 
thus::beenemployéd. -He made® this explanation 
most cheerfully, as it always afforded him pleasure 
to’repair any injustice which ‘he might have inad- 
yertently committed. ® f 

The bill for the relief of Francis Newman was 

_ read-the-third time and passed: * 

‘The-bill providing for the legal adjustment and 
‘final settlement of claims to land derived under the 
grants to the Baron Bastrop, the Marquis of Mai- 
son Rouge, and others, if 
Winter, and other 


the petition of | 


in Louisiana, and Gabriel 
; dnc Arkansas, was read the - 


third: time; andon the question, “ Shall ‘jhe “bill 
pass,” a debate arose; in which it was supported by 
Messrs. LINN, BUCHANAN, SEVIER, and 
PRESTON, and opposed by Messrs. MORRIS and 
“CRITTENDEN ; after which, eee ; 
decided ‘in the affirmative—yeas 29; nays 10.° 

-o ¥EAS—Messrs. Beyard, Buchanan, Clay of 


King, Knight, Linn, ‘Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith cf Con- 
necticut, Southard; Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, 
White, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Clayton, Crit- 
| tenden, Morris, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Indiana, 

Spence, and Tipton—10. -' 

The bill to amend the act for the relief of James 
Steele, was read the third time and. passed. 
PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS ON THEPUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
- to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands, as the unfinished business, it being on its 


a. debate, in which the bill was supported by 
Messrs. WALKER, WHITE, YOUNG, WEB- 
STER, and LYON, and opposed by Messrs. CLAY 
and DAVIS, the question was taken, and the bill 
was passed—yeas 30, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King; Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Walker, Webster, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—30. - es 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Mer- 
tick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
‘Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, and 
Walil—18. 

The Senate then adjowned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WeonespaY, January 31, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Flouse a letter 
from the Postmaster General, transmitting the an- 
nual report of the contracts made for the transpor- 
tation: of the mails of the United States, within 
the year ending the Ist.of July, 1837; which was 
laid on the iable, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


report of all the fines imposed, and deductions made 
from the pay of the contractors, for carrying the 
-mails during the year ending on the 30ih of June, 
1837; which was laid on the table, and orderéd’ to 
be printed. 

‘Mr. SMITH askëd the consent of the Hotse to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union on the bill. in ielation to testing the 
strength of steam boilers. 

Mr. EVERETT objecting— 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rale, to 
enable him to submit the motion; but the House 
refused—ayes 72, noes 69, not two-thirds. 

Mr. LOOMIS, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment he proposed to submit to the bill in’ re- 
lation to the laws of neutrality; and the same was 
ordered to be printed. , 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. 


CLAIMS. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported'a bill. for 
the relief of Cornelius Tiers. 
REVCLUTIONARY CLAIMS: 
Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of The- 
odore - Middleton: - $ . 
‘Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of Bennet Shurley, 
deceased. : 


was-called— beter 
Mr. WISE rose. and begged leave to inauire of 
the chairman of that committee if the committee 
bable they would make any report. 
Mr. HALEY (thé ) 
would cheerfully- 


had held a meeting this session, and if it was pro-- 


. committee had held a meetin 


‘The question was taken by. yeas and-nays, and 


Alabama, ‘Cuthbert, Fulton, Gruody, Hubbard, | 


| and willing to go into. a 


ken in them. 


passage, having been read the third time ; and after - 


letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a. 


When the Committee on Public Expenditures.. 


irman o “that committee) : 
nd to the “inquiry. -The 


i däs yet-come ; 
to no-ċoneTusion in relation to the subject for wich ^. 
they wére nominally organized The fact wasthat ` 
their duties: appeared: to be ‘superseded by. other” e 
committees; the: Committee’ on’. Public Build- 
ings took charge‘-of the expenditures: -under_ that: | 
head; the Committee of Ways-and- Means of..the - 
general expenses, and other committees of different - 
branches of the service, as pointed out.by the rules. 
of the House. Mr. H. ‘added’ yey Were ready- 
“examination which the 
House thought proper, and woul report the result 
of their investigations to. the House... c0 u0 
Mr. WISE did not hear the’ gentleman's ‘reply 
correctly, but if he had rightly understood: him, it 
was, in substance, that the committee had not gone 
into any examination as yet, because they were 
net informed of their duties. Mr W. would in- 
form the gentleman, that if he would look into the’... 
rules of the House, he would find what the duties: 
of that committee were. No ohe could be mista- 


r 


MILITARY AFFAIRS, i 
. Mr. MASON of Ohio reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph E. Nourse... - 
- Mr: GRENNELL ‘reported a bill for the relief 
of Mary A. Patrick. ~ ee 
ROADS AND. CANALS. .- N 
Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland reported a. bill- 
making an appropriation to complete that part of- 
the great National road between Rockville; in Mary~ . 
land, and the Monocacy river. j aA 
When the.““‘Committee on. t 
7 Sid Wi x 


a meeting, and if it was probable that. they y 
take up the subject committed to them, ar 
any report? f f 

No response was given. soot, 9 

When the “Committee on the Expenditures in 
the Department of the Treasury’ was called, 

Mr. WISE propounded the samé"inquiry. - 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont (the chi@irmian):sfated, : 
that the committee had net,.as_ yet, held any meet- 
ing; but they would do so, and expected to make a 
report in due season, as'they should find it’ ni 
sary. Di ethane eas 
When the “Committee on the Expenditures 
the Department of War” was called—=_ °°, 

Mr. WISE renewed the same inqniry. °°’ 

Mr, CLOWNEY (the chairman-thereof) replied 


that the committee had held one meeting this ses- 
sion, but had done nothing as yet. 

Mr. WISE propounded the same interrogatory 
when the ‘‘ Committee on the Expenditures. in the ~“ 
Department of the Navy” was called, but no re- 
sponse was given. eee an 

The “Committee on. the Expenditures in the 
Department of the-Post Office” being called— ~ 

Mr. WISE would make a special inquiry of the 
chairman of that committee, if they. had looked at 
all into the expenses of the Past.Office Department, 
or if it was probable that they: would? o 75 Se, 
` No response was given.. ee 

The same interrogatory was propounded by Mr, 
WISE when the “ Committee on the expenditures 
on the Public Buildings” was called, but the result 
was the same as on the preceding, Sea 

Mr. JCEINSON of Maryland, from the select. 
committee appointed on the memorial of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, in relation to a deficiency of money 
received from the Bank of. the, Metropolis at the 
late special session, made the folowiwe- report: 

The committee to whom. thé’memorial of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Housé of ‘the Lith of 
January was referred, respectfully: report. Ube, in 
pursuance of the orders of, the, House, they pró- 
ceeded to examiné: the. books and papers.of” the 
Bank of the. Metropolis and of. the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. ‘This examination résulted:in the discovery, 
as the committee unanimously. believe, that at the 
close of the late. extra session of Congress an unin- 
tentional error was committed: at thre bank in pay~ 


. ing in gross.and inspecie, the checks of the Speaker 
“for the pay of the members. 


The opinion of the committee that there is in the 
bank three thousand eight hundred and eighty-sit - 


dollars and. seventy-one celtts, to which the Ser- 
-géant-at-Arms is entitled, has been communicated 
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to the. board of directors, and they have paid the 


sum promptly to Mr. Dorsey. ; 
The committee are much indebted to the board 


of directors for the use of a room in their banking 


house to conduct their examination, and ask the ` 


House to discharge them from the further consi- 
deration of the subject. : 

The report, having been read, was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. x : 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th ult. » ; 


Resolved, That the President of the United States’ | 


be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 
language, stated in the report of the Secretary of 
State to this House to have been printed and circu- 
lated by the late minister from the Republic of 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from this 
country, and the name of the diplomatic function- 
ary from a foreign Government who communi- 
cated a copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary of 
State. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HOWARD to strike out all that part relating to 
tht name of the diplomatic functionary, after the 
word “country” in the eighth line, 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks upon the resolution until 
the expiration of the morning hour; when 

‘Fhe CHAIR here announced the order, of the 
day. ‘ 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The question pending being as follows: . 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J.. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who had moved to amend by 
striking ont all after the word “Kesolved,” and 
inserting as follows: ‘“'That the resolution of this 
House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
Samus J.Guoison and Jonn F. H. CLAIBORNE were 


duly elected members of the 25th Congress, was | 


agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts 
which were material to a cerrect decision of the 
question presented, and the same is hereby re- 
seinded.” 


Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and | 


‘Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. BELL now modified his amendment as fol- 
lows: fh, 3 

Strike out all after the word “resolved,” and insert 
‘That the resolution of this House. of the 3d of Oc- 
tober Jast, declaring that Samven J. Guorson and 
Joun F. H. Crarporne were duly elected members 
of the 25th Congress be rescinded, and that Messrs. 
Guotson and Crsiporne are not duly elected mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress. ` 

Resolved, That S. S. Prentiss and- T. J. Word 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress 
on the first Monday and day following in No- 
vember last, and that they are entitled-to take their 
seats in this House as such. 

Mr. B. explained his object to be to make th 
latter a distinct proposition. - 

Mr. PRENTISS resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks in reply to the gentlemen who had addressed 
the House in support of the sitting members. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded the previous 
question. ; 

Mr. PARKER moved a call of the House. 

Mr. BOON called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 190, 
nays 19. f . 

So a call of the House was ordered, and was 
proceeded in for some time, the names of the ab- 
sentees called over, and all excused but four, when 

Mr. BRONSON moved that all further proceed- 
ings in the call be dispensed with. f 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which were ordered, and were—yeas 122, 
nays 98... gee ns . 

_ So the further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with, and the question recurring upon se- 


conding the motion for the previous question, tel-- 


lers being ordered, it-was decided in the negative— 

ayes 107, noes HJ: © Fs eget 
So there was no second: . <= 
Mr. HAYNES then briefly addr 

in support of the sitting members.: 
Mr. WISE called for a-division -o 


on the amendment, so as to-take‘the question sepa- 


rately on the latter part of the amendment. of the 
gentleman from Tennessee: © `=; 

The CHAIR stated that the motion to strike out 
and insert was not divisible by the rile. - f 

Mr. BELL then withdrew the latter part of his 
amendment. : 

Mr. CUSHMAN then called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment of. Mr. Beit; which were 
ordered, and weré-—yeas 119, nays 112, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrieg; Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, William B. 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, Cor- 
win, Cranston, Crockett, Cartis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Davies, VDeberry. Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
James Graham, Willian) Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gren- 
neil, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, William Herod, Ogden Hoffman, George W. Hopkins, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W- C. Johnson, 
Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Ma- 
son, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton, Pearce. Peck, 


Pickens, Pore, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ri-. 


chardson, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton. Taliaferro, Thomp- 
son. Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Joseph E: Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan. Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, T. J. 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Grant, Gray, 
Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, 
Jabez Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Martin, Ro- 
bert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samnel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter 
Pennnybader, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rives. Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spen-, 
cer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 
Vandeve r. Wagener, Wehwter, Weeks, Thomas T. Whitte- 
sey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—112. 


So the amendment was agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurring upon the resolution as amended— 


Mr. HOWARD rose and remarked that they had 
arrived at a stage in these proceedings at which he 
wished to pause, and wished the House to pause, 
in order to see in what direction they should next 
shape their course. He would not question the 


validity of. the decision just made; but so much. 


doubt hung upon the whole subject, that he had 


taken into his serious consideration the suggestion” 


thrown out yesterday by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Mason) to send the election back to 
the people. aes 

After some further remarks, Mr. H. submitted 
a proposition to that effect, as an. amendment to 
the amendment just adopted. 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina rose, and 


stated that he was requested to announce that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word, members elect from the State 
of Mississippi, were now in attendance before the 

House, and were ready to be qualified. i 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman that. the 

House had adopted no resolution. It had. adopted 
an amendment, but had adopted no resolution in 
relation to this matter: : 

_ Mr. McK AY stated that he had voted for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, be- 
cause he believed the election, held in the State. of 
Mississippi, in.July last, was not in conformity 
with the Constitution of the United States. He 


further stated that it was not his intention, by that’ 


vote, to give the seats vacated to the members here 
claiming seats. He was of the same opinion ex- 
pressed on yesterday by the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia; and he was in favor of sending. back to the 
peopie of Mississippi the whole matter. Mr. McK. 


went on and briefly explained his view of the con=- 


stitutional question. Dos 
- After some further remarks by Messrs. BELL, 
CAMBRELENG, and THOMPSON; -> ; 


Jo "Mr OWENS. moved ‘that. the House adjourn = 


lost... aE Ee 
Mr. WILLIAMS: of Kentucky -moved the pre- 


vious’ question, -bút the. House refused to second - 


it—ayes 95, noes 119. aa 


Mr. BRIGGS called for: the yeis and pays on, 


the amendment of ‘the gentleman from Maryland; 
which were ordered. ; : 
Mr.: HOWARD, at the ‘suggestion. of Mr. 
McKAY, modified: his amendment by declaring 
that Messrs.’ Prentiss and Word were not duly 


| elected. : 


Mr. McKAY suggested that the gentleman mo- 
dify his amendment so as to declare that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word are not duly elected. members 
of the 25th Congress. : 

Mr. HOWARD modified his amendment as fol- 
lows: “And that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are 
not entitled to seats in this Honse as members of 
the 25th Congress; and that their seats be declared 
vacated, and that the Speaker of this House. in- 
form the Governor of Mississippi of that fact.” 

Mr. THOMPSON then moved to amend. the 
amendment, by striking cut all after the names of 
Messrs. “Prentiss and “Word,” and ‘substitute 
the words “are duly elected, but are not entitled 
to seats.” > : a 

After a few remarks by Mr. TILLINGHAST— 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BELL moved an adjournment. Lost with- 
out a division. n po H r 

Mr. PATTON made ‘a :few:remarks in opposi- 


tion to the amendment of the:gentleman from Ma- . 


ryland. Al ; Eae 

Messrs. HAYNES and. GLASCOCK supported 
the amendment in a few remarks, and it was op- 
posed by Messrs. POPE and UNDERWOOD. 

On motion of Mr. UNDER WOOD, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, ; 
Wepnesnay, Jan. 31, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation from the Postmaster General, containing a 
list of fines imposed on, and deductions made from 
the pay of, contractors, ending Ist July, 1837. 

Also, a statement of contracts entered into, and 
offers made, for carrying the mail during the year 
ending on the Ist July, 1837. % 

Which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 

rinted. : 
j Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Timothy Powers,:a soldier of the Revolution, 
praying a pension under the act of 1832: referred 
to the: Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of Ca- 
roline A. Reeves, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial from sundry citizens of New 
Jersey, (529,) -praying for the abolishment of 
slavery in the District of Columbia: the motion to 
receive was laid on the table. 

Mr. S. also presented some documients in relation 
to an increase of the pay of certain clerks connect- 
ed with the Marine Corps: referred to Committee 
on Naval A fairs. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from the citi- 
zens of Burlington county, in New Jersey, remon- 
strating against. the annexation of Texas: ordered 
to lie on the table. « i 

Also, the memorial of the anti-slavery society of 
Pennsylvania, recentiy assembled at Harisburg, 
remonstrating against annexing Texas to the Union. 

Also, one of similar purport, from cit'zens af 
Berks county, Pennsylvania: laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES said he rose to do what: he had 
never before been called on to perform. while“in 
that body, to wit: to present petitions in relation to 
the abolition of slavery. He would ‘present them 
in compliance with his duty. They were signed 
by 150 persons, men and women. © One asked for 
the abolishment of the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia, the other for its abolishment in the Ter- 
ritories, and one against the. slave trade in the 
States; also, one remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas, That relating to Texas was laid on 
the table, and on those relating to: slavery, ‘the mo- 


tion to.receive was laid on‘the table. ; i 
Mr. TIPTON, from . the Committee on Claims, 


2 


tô be discharged from the fi 


ment, in relation to the im i 
x é to. provement of the naviga- 
tion of Black, White, and St. Francis rivers, and 
that the same be referred to the 
merce, 
On. the 


ference, some incidental remarks were made b 


Messrs. LINN, SEVIER, and TIPT í ae 
S. Li 5 ‘TON, sh : 
the magnitude of. these rivers, -and their eae tine 


portance to the inland navigation of the Western 
States, i ` 


_ _ The motion was laid on the table at the sugges- 
_ tion of Mr. KING, who pledged himself to deal 
in his power to favor the views of those gentle- 
men, consistent with his duty to the Constitution 
and. the people. l = 
Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the several me- 
morials, praying for an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the frigate Raritan, made a report 
thereon. i 
On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Committee on 
‘the District of Columbia was authorized to employ 


a clerk. 


The reports of the Committee on the J udiciary, 


unfavorable to the petitions of John McCleary and 
William Pation, were severally considered and 
concurred in. ae Sei > 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of William Hunter. Py 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolat‘on, 
which was considered and adopted. l 

Resolved, That so much of the different reports 
of the commissioners appointed under the acts of 
July, 1832, and 1833, tor the final adjustment of 
private land claims, in. the State of Missouri, as 
have not been acted on by Congress be referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, leave was grant- 
ed to John McCleary to withdraw his petition and 
papers. ` ; oe 
~ The bill to change the times of holding the Cir- 
gut Court of the United States for the seventh cir- 

cuit, was read the third time and passed. 

The billto amend the act entitled “ an act to pro- 
vide for the appointment of commissioners to ad- 
just and settle claims to reservations of land under 
the. 14th article ofthe treaty of 1830 with the Choc- 
taw Indians,” was also read the third time and 
‘passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL: 
«The CHAIR announced as the special order 
‘the bill t9 impose additional duties as deposita- 
ries, upon certain public officers, to. appoint Receiv- 
ers General of Public Money, and to regulate the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub- 
liċ moneys of the United States.” l 


Mr. CLAYTON observed that there were some ` 


other bills onthe special order, which had the pre- 
cedence over this bill. 

Mr. TIPTON observed that the Cumberland 
. Road. bill was before the one just. announced, 
‘though he should not press its claims at present, 
being willing.to let the discussion commence and 
progress.on the latter; but he gave notice, that if 
the debate should continue long, he would feel it 
his duty to move to lay-by the bill, and take up that 
. for the Cumberland Read. => 

Mr. HUBBARD: then moved to postpone the 
previous orders, for the purpose of taking up the 
Sab-Treasury. bill. 

Mr, CLAY rose, and. addressed the Chair as 
follows: -Mr.- President, the proposition of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, as I understand it, 
isto postpone all the orders of the day which pre- 
cede that measure which is usually called the Sub- 
Treasury bill, for the purpose of taking that bill 
up. Sir, for myself I am ready, and always 
ready, to meet'that bill when it does come up, and 
‘to.discharge my duty:in respect to itas faras lean, 
with such power-andhumble ability. as T possess. 


But. have risen on the’present occasion to make a . 


-|| OF this: bill themselves to make-one. 


TIPTON, from the same committee; moved 


e dis urther consideration.of |: 
the report communicated from the War Depari- 


Committee on Com- - 


question as to the most appropriate re- ` 


‘the consequences of this measure. 


people. 


> opòsition, or rather to. recommend tothe friends 

It has been said, and said correctly, by the hono- 
rable chairman of the Finance Committee; that 
this bill is of immense importance; and, sir, it is. 


: my deliberate opinion that. there has been no‘bill, 
+ from the commencemént of the Government;. of 


such momentous magnitude, or fraught with such 
tremendous- consequences, as this. 


sure, but I declare: my. full and solemn conviction 
that all the calamities of war with the most potent 
power on éarth would be a blessing compared with 
Sir, I believe it 
will lead to the consolidation of the Government, 
or rather the powers of the Government, in its 
Federal authority, and that it will tend to destroy 
the power and influence of the States themselves. 
It will place at the feet of the Secretary of the 
Treasury a power equal to the combined power of 
the 800 or 900 banks dispersed throughout the 


- Union; and, superadded to this, the whole power of 


the late Bank of the United States: Alt this, sir, 
would be the ultimate result of this measure, if 
adopted; it will place all this power at the feet of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who himself lies at 
the féet of the President of the United States! 
Entertaining these opinions of this. measure, it 
is my wish, not on my own account, nor on that of 
the friends with whom Iam in the habit of acting, 
but for the sake of the countyy, that. this measure 
should riot now be taken up.” I wish that we should 
receive from our constituents, the States and the 
people, such instruction. or expressions of. their 
will and opinion as they may choose to transmit to 
this city. The Legislatures of several States are 
now deliberating on the subject, and some of them 
have adopted resolutions upon it which have not 
et reached us. At Richmond we know something 
as beendone. Sir, I want to hear from the West, 
from Albany, from Richmond, from all quarters 
of the country that are so deeply and vitally inte- 
rested in this measure, before we take the vote 


“upon it; and from Harrisburg especially, though 


last not least, that we may hear what the Keystone 
State has to say on this subject. 

Sir, I say, with surprise, that I cannot compre- 
hend the recent reversal of the course of legisla- 
tion in Congress. In the good old days of former 
times, what was the course of legislation? Then, 
all great measures originated—where? In, this 
branch? No, sir: they originated with people’s re- 
presentatives in the other end of the capitol. Mea- 
sures relating to taxes, the public treasure, to our 
armies and navies, originated where they ought to 
originate, with those who are nearest the people. 
There these great and important measures were 
matured and sent to the Senate. But this safe, 
Republican, Democratic course of legislation has 
been totally reversed. Sir, why is this? ` Is it the 
resultof any peculiar composition of the Senate, 
making it nearer the Executive, or a better mirror 
of ‘its views, that these reversed proceedings have 
been adopted. At this session the army bill has origi- 
nated here ; yesterday the land bill (that great 
Agrarian project) was passed here; and now we 
have the Sub-Treasury project here intreduced. 
Sir, is this the proper branch of Congress for the 
origin of such vast measures? Why are they 
originated here? 

But again: is it not a consideration of peculiar 
fitness, that we should hear from the other House 
before we send them this bill again? Last year we 
sent it, nearly as it now is, except that the present 
bill is far: more objectionabie, mischievous, and 
moastrous than it was; and what became of it? Sir, 
it was unacceptable to the representatives of the 
They did not choose to adopt this new ex- 
periment.on our prosperity, and they laid it on the 
table, where I hoped it would lie in perpetual and 
eternal repose. Why, then, is this measure again 
brought. before us, before we hear from the other 
House? -Let it be considered there, and let us hear. 
from the representatives of the people their views 
on this subject. : bere: $ ; : i 

Sir, I do not know. what will be fate of this. mea- 
sure; but I- put it to the consideration of the honora- 
ble chairman ofthe -commiittee and*-his. friends, 


whether it is not more in character for the Senate 


| to. wait‘for these instructions from leg 


| ' ; Sir, I have no | 
- desire to create undue prejudice against this mea- 


and other proper and. popular: sources, in relatiot: 
to. this measure, rather than.thos® to hurry-its pas- 


sege. Sir, is it. right thus to act—to: commit our- . 
selves, our judgment, and our opinions, to this:mea- 


sure, till these high and legislative authorities shall 
be heard from? yeti ~~ f ioe 
T shall make no motion: I -have:+risen for no steli 


purpose; but. to recommend. to. the ‘friends of the . 


measure to wait a few. days or weeks longer, till we 
hear frém those bodies: who have the subject under 
consideration. . TA SAR gE 8 | 
Mr. WRIGHT, in reply, went briefly into the 
history of the progress of this bill, again-alluded to 
the complaints of delay which he said had: ‘been 
made by the opponents of the bill, and expressed 
his readiness to submit to the wili of the Senate as 
to further delay. He would riot now discuss the 
propriety of originating such measures in the Senate. 
“Mr. CALHOUN remarked on the alleged ob- 
ject of former delay, that it was to have time for 
Senators to examine and consider the bill, and to 
prepare substitutes and amendments, and said that 
a good deal of feeling was excited when it was 
hinted that the real object was to gain time. He 
was not disposed to doubt the sincerity of these 
reasons for delay; but:could any Senator now take 
that ground for farther postponement? - Í 
He agreed with the Senator from Kentucky that 
this bill was of the, deepest import; it claimedthe 


profoundest and earlies attention of this body; and ' 


the Senator could not have greater confidence in 
the correctness of his opinions than Mr. C. had 
in his. i 
The Senator says it will greatly augment Execu- 
live patronage. 0 ioo aoe aces: 
Aer. CLAY. I did not say so; but I dow’ say ‘it 
will. vy ae 


Mr. CALHOUN. I shall be glad to meet‘the 
Senator on that question; for if ever there was a, 
question about which I had perfect confidence, it 
is that. So far from augmenting, it will diminish, 
not only Executive patronage, but that of thë Qo- 
vernment generally, more than any other measure 


Iwill not discuss that question now; but, come. 
when it will, I stand prepared to make good my > 


ground. ; 4 

It was formerly urged by the Senator from Keh- 
tucky that this measure would create disunion; 
but, as it is out of order now, I suppose, to speak 
of disunion, itis therefore now urged by: the Sena- 
tor that it will cause consolidation. Sir, I feel 
equal confidence in my ability to meet this question 
as to meet the other. 

But the Senator says the State Legislatures are 
in session, and wishes to hear further the expression 
of public sentiment. ‘Fhis is a reason for progres- 
sing with the bill. Let us argue here and- let our 


_arguments go to the States, pro and con; wë “can 


discuss the subject-better than the States, as we ate 


necessarily possessed of full information; and, be. 


fore we come to a decison, most of the State Legis- 
latures will have adjourned. ‘The politica} friends 


of the Senator in the Legislatures would, I doubt ° 


not, like to be enlightened by his views on the’sib- 
ject. But there are other reasons for preceeding at 
once. The state of commerce and the business of 
the country demand an early decision. 5 
But the Senator complains that the otder.of püsi- 
ness has been reversed; that great measures, for- 


merly originated only in the House, are now- 


originaied in the Senate. 
smaller body; and, from. the necessity of the case, 
ithas taken the lead. ‘The Senate ‘formerly sat 
with closed. doors. on legislative as “Well as” execu? 
tive business; and if the Senators arguiment js 


The Senate isi anis 


good, they should do so now.” But. the Senate is . 


more numerous and popular now than it was then. 
T hope the bill will be -taken, up, and Jet the argu- 
ment proceed, even if ‘we do not come “tua ‘deci- 
sion before we obtain all the information which the 
Senator desires.. We can wait for the decision, and 
let the arguments go on. : 

_Mr. CLAY said, the ‘honorable Senator with a 
vast deal of self-complacency,avows his readiness at 
all times.to. meet and repel arguments from any 

-quarter on the points to which he has alluded. ‘Sir, 


¿itis not my-habit to-give challenges in advance; 


but ihe Senator may rest assured, that with whatever 


152 


ability he may prove there is no augmentation of 

` Executive patronage by this measure, T ‘think far 

less abjlity may prove the contrary, when the ques- 
LD; 


tion €dmes up; and that consolidation, also, `of the: 


powers of the Government is: a necessary, conse- 
quence of the measure under consideration. I shall 
not enter into the argument now; all my argument 
is designed to show the vast importance of this 
measure, and to invite the Senate to wait the ex- 
pressions of opinions which we have cause to- ex- 
pect from all quarters of the Union. : 

But the Senator thinks we ought not to wait, but 
first argue the subject here, and send out our opi- 
nions to the jury of the country. But suppose a 
Senator commits himself for or against the meastre, 


and instructions come directing him’ to take the op-. 


posite course; what is he to do then? Must he 
take back his argument and eat his words? No, sir: 
let us inquire, and get our instructions.in the good 
old way, and let us obey them. Letus not commit 
ourselves one way or the other, till we hear from 
our constituents. : A 

Mr. C. again urged that important measures 


ought to originate, as formerly, in the other House.’ 


He would make ‘no motion to delay this bill; 
and no objection to Mr. Huzsarp’s motion. If 
the friends’ of this measure, said Mr. C. will not 
wait for further information, let them come on; we 
aré prepared for them, ‘and ready to meet even 
their redoubtable champion from South Carolina, 
and to show that the tendency of this measure is 


to overturn the liberties of the people, and to give . 


to one man the powers of the Government. 

The Senator says it is not now in order to speak 
of disunion; and he does not see that this measure 
can lead both to consolidation. and disseverance. 
Sir, I said at the last session,.and I now repeat, 
that the want ofa uniform currency is unfavorable 
to union, and its tendency is unfriendly to its exist- 
ence; and I say, also, that consolidation is a result 
of this measure; that itis dangerous and destruc- 
tive'to the Union, because it will: appear that it is 
ruinous to the best interests of the couniry, and de- 
structive to liberty. ; : 

As to the Senator’s readiness to repel arguments 
whenever the question. shall arise, [ trust. I can 
show to the country, to every unprejudiced man, 
that the consequénces which I have mentioned will 
ensue from this measure. : 

Sir, let the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire prevail, if the friends of this measure 
are not disposed to wait and hear from the high 
authorities that are now considering -it; and let 
them precipitate themselves down the road to ruin 
in which they. are. proceeding, the ruin’ not 
only of the Administration, but of- the country; we 
are ready to act for their salvation in the best 
manner we can. ae : 

Mr. HUBBARD said that, if he understood the 
Senator from Kentucky, he would make no further 

~ objection to the adoption of the motion which he 
had made to postpone the previous: orders for ‘the 
purpose of taking up, for consideration, the Sub- 
Treasury bill, (as it had been called.) “At the 
same time, the Senator said he would appeal to the 
friends of this bill to give their assent to a further 
postponement of this measure; and he had submit- 
ted the reasons which ought, in his judgment, to 
induce the friends of this measure to comply with 
his request. He had attentively heard those rea- 
sons; he believed that he well. understood them; 


and, according to his poor understanding, the rea- - 


sons which he has urged for delay, are reasons 
which should induce an early and aù immediate ac- 
tion upon this subject. : . 

. The Senator, in stating the importance of this 
measure, remarked “that all the calamities of war 


with the most potent power on ‘earth; would be a 


blessing compared with the effects of this measure 
upon the country.” If this bill is fraught with con- 
sequences so disastrous, so fatal io the prosperity 
of the country, it is time that- its pregnant evils 

hould be portrayed, and for one he was most 
anxious to have this measure examined, and tho- 
roughly considered, for he had regarded it in’ an 
entirely different light from the Senater from Ken- 
tucky; and if the éffects. of this measure would be 
more: calamitous-to the country and ruinous than.a 
war with the-most potent power on earth, it was high 
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-to have origmated this bill. 
ie 


time that the people, and the representatives of: the 


people and of the States, should be enlightened, so. 
that they may discover the ‘alarming, but hidden,’ 


evils of this allimportant measure ` The fact stä- 
ted by the Senator furnishes no reason for delay, 
bul presents every inducement for immediate action. 


Another consideration hasbeen named by the Se- 


nator from Kentucky, which he thinks of sufficient 
importance to induce the friends of this bill to post- 
pone it for the present, and that is, that the Senate 
should first receive information from the Legisla- 
tures, now in session, before they take up the bill. 
He has informed the Senate, that the Legislatures 
of anumber of States are now considering this 
very subject, and that the Senate should delay ac- 
tion until these Legislatures are heard from. 


The Senator says he ‘tants to hear from Rich- 


mond and from Albany before he acts. This sug- 
gestion ought not to delay the action of the Senate. 
There was no certainty that the Legislatures would 
adopt any definite resolutions in relation to the 
subject. If they did, they would have, and they 
should have, an influence upon the course of those 
Senators who might receive instructions from the 
people through the State. Legislatures. When in- 
structions arrived, he had no doubt that they would 
be treated by the members of this body with all the 
respect to which they would be entitled. The ques- 
tion is, should the fact of the pendency of this sub- 


‘ject before the State Legislatures deter the Senate 
from performing its duty? The discussion here on , 


this interesting subject may have an influence else- 
where. He was for going forward, to do what 
ought to be done; and leave the action and the con- 
sequences of the action of the Senate’for the con- 
sideration and judgment of the people. 

The Senator from Kentucky has urged as a fur- 
ther reason why the Senate ought not now to pro- 
ceed, that this bill should have originated in the 
Flouse of Representatives. 

The Senator says that things of late seem greatly 
changed; that the Senate of the United States re- 
centiy has became the originator of important mea- 
sures, which ought to have had their origin in that 
branch of the Government nearest to the people; 
that the long settled and approved practice of the 
legislative branches of the Government in relation 
to the commencement of the public business, has 
undergone a great revolution. Does the recollec- 
tion of the Senator well serve him? Doeshe not 
remember that the compromise bill, and the bill for 
rechartering the Bank of the United States, measures 
near and dear to that honorable Senator, had their 
origin in the Senate of the United States? Is it not 
known that the ‘latter measure was actually 
forced through the House of Representatives with- 
out debate, by the power of the previous question? 
And is it not within the recollection of every 
man present, that other most important measures 
have had their origin in the Senate? He would 
refer’ gentlemen ‘to the memorable articles of ime 
peachment which were presented against the late 
President of the United States. They had their 
origin in this branch of the Government. ` Each 
branch has ever acted, and will continue to act, 
upon its own responsibility. Each branch of the 
legislative power of Congress will originate such 
business as may be deemed proper and expedient, 
consistent with their limitations upon their power as 
expressed in the Constitution. There can be. no 
doubt that it was entirely competent for the Senate 

The measure is within 
their jurisdiction; and it is in no sense interfering 
with the rights of the Louse of Representatives for 
the Senate to have presented to their consideration, 
and to the consideration of the American people, 
this particular measure. : to 

The Senator advises that the friends of this bill 


‘in the Senate should hot proceed to act until they 
‘shall have heard from the House of Representa- 
‘lives, as this body passed at the last séssion a bill 


less objectionable than the one now before the 


Senate; and that bill was, by a vote of the House, . 


laid upon its table: This furnishes no reason for 
delay. The Senate is bound to do. ifs duty, and 
leave the House of Representatives. to do. theirs. 
But he entirely differed from ‘the Senator from 


} Kentucky in supposing that ‘this -particular” mea- 


sure was more objectionable than that. - ‘He, for 


' sissippi election case. 


one, believed ‘that this bill now before the Senate 
would be found more acceptable (so far as.relates 
to details) to the American people. than. that. 
There was hot, ‘however, any difference in princi- 
ple between the two bills; they both looked to an 
entire separation of the Government from banks in 
the collection -and disbirsement of. the public reve- 


“nue; they both looked to ‘an’ important change in” 


the character of the currency in which that revenue 
was hereafter to be collected and disbursed. 

He had noticed all the reasons which the Sena- 
tor had presented, and ‘which he had regarded as 


‘sufficient'to induce the friends of this measure to 


postpone for the present its consideration. As one 
of the friends of this bill, he must say that the rea- 
sons stated are far from satisfying his mind as to 
the propriety of the wished-for postponement. He 
considered them as furiishing powerful induce- 
ments for immediate action; and he trusted, after 
what the Senator had said; that there would be no 
further opposition to the adoption of his motion. 

The previous orders were now postponed, and 
the bill taken up. > a 

Mr. WRIGHT then addressed the Senate in a 
speech of considerable length, explaining and ad- 
vocating ihe provisions and objects of the bill, and 
answering the objections to it; after which, 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 


cutive business; after which, it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Feb..1, 1838... 

‘Mr. RHETT called the -attention of the Chair 
to the omission of his name in the vote of yester- 
day, on the amendment of Mr. Beri on the Mis- 
Mr. R. had voted in the 
négative, and the House directed the correction to 
be made, thereby making the result—yeds 119, 
nays 113. ; 

Reports from committees were then called for, 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported Senate bill with 
anamendinent, for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Henry Morfitt, deceased. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. PARKER reported unfavorably on the 
claim of Lewis Evans; and on his motion, it was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Hotse, 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. FAIRFIED reported a bill for the relief of 

Alexander Scott. 0 s, a 
RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then’ resumed. the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th alt. ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate’ to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 
language, stated in the report of the Secretary of 
State to this House to have been printed and ciren- 
lated by the late minister-from the Republie of 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from this 
country, and the name of the diplomatic funetion- 
ary from a foreign Government who communica- 
teda copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary of 
State. — A 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Howarp to strike out all that part relating to the 
vame of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 


“country,” in the eighth line. 


Mr, ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with-his remarks upon the resolution until 


` the expiration of the morning hour, when 


The CHAIR announced the special order of the 
ay. Pore 
Mr. JENIFER made an nusuceessful: effort to 
induce the House to take up on their first.and së- 
cond reading, sundry bills from. the: Senáte lying 
on the Speaker’s table, merely- for. their commit- 
ment to the appropriate committees. 
MISSISSIPPI EEECTION. 

The House then restmed the consideration of 

the Mississippi election case, ‘the question being 


‘on the amended resolution of Mr. -BELL adopted 


by the House yesterdays i 8 os. Ey 
“Reselved, That: the resolution of this House-of 
the 3d of October Jast, declaring that SAMUEL J; 


‘Guouson and Jonn F.H.CLABORNE were duly elect- 


i ga 


ed members of the 25th Congress, be -rese 
“that. Messrs. Guorson and CLAIRORNE are. 
elected members of the 25th Congteess.” ' 

The question. pending was .on. the following | 

amendment of Mr. Howarp: Sera ma Re 
“‘And that Messrs . Prentiss and Word are not © 
efititled to` seats in this. House as members of the 
25th Congress, and that their seats be declared va- 
cated,and that the Speaker of this House inform 
the Governor of Mississippi of that fact.” . =- 
Mr. UNDERWOOD -being entitled te the floor, : 
he gave way to nee ae 
Mr. HOWARD, who modified his amendment 
as follows: : 
` “ Resolved, That Samuel S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are net members. of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
gress. eo 
Mr. H. said, if that amendment should. be agreed 
to by the House, he should, then. move the. follow- 
ing, as an addition: 
“ Resolved, That the Speaker of this House do 
communicate a copy of the above resolutions to the 
Governor of the State of Mississippi.” 
“Mr. UNDERWOOD again gave way to 
Mr. POPE who read, and stated his intention to 
submit the following’ amendment: f 
_ <e And further. resolved, That ARCHIBALD YELL 

is not entitled to..a-seat in- this House, as a mem- 
ber.of twenty-fifth Congress, and that the seat 
of. the representative from the State of Arkansas 
be, and ‘the same is hereby, declared to. be vacant, 
and that the Speaker of this: House inform the 
Governor of the State.of Arkansas of that fact.” 

The CHAIR remarked that the proposition 
being on a subject having no connection. with that 
under consideration, was not in order. ` 

The question ‘being then propounded on the 
amendment of Mr. Howarn as modified— = _ 

Mr. UNDER WOOD inquired of the Cuan if the 
question was not susceptible of division, of striking 
out and. inserting, ashe had reason to believe the 
Crain had reviewed his decision in the negative 
last night. 

The CHAIR stated that since the adjournment 
of the House last.evening, he had conferred with 
‘the gentleman from Kentucky himself, with a 
member from Massachusetts. and others, and had 
` carefully. reviewed his decision, which had been 

hastily given. ; His opinion was based upon the 
“Parliamentary Manual,” but the. forty-first. rule 
of the House laid down a different doctrine, and 


not duly : 


ed,and Io 


by another rule of the House it was provided that 
the “Manual” should-be the law, where it did not 
conflict with the rules... The rule, therefore, hav- 
ing the preference; the Chair accordingly now de- 
cided that,the question.was susceptible of division. 

Some conversation ensued between the CHAIR 

and Mr. BELL as to an incidental point of order; 
put no action grew out of it. ` 

Mr. UNDER WOOD then proceeded to address 
‘the. House in opposition to Mr. Howarn’s amend- 
‘ment, and against sending the election back to the 

people of Mississippi. . | - aie 

Mr. CILLEY followed in reply. 

_ “Mr. ROBERTSON moved'to.strike out the word 
“not,” in Mr, Howarp’s amendment, so as to de- 
clare affirmatively that: Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were entitled. to. their seats. : 

Mrs TILLINGHAST then spoke at. length in 

- support of Messrs. Prentiss and Word, and against 

`: [returning the election to the people. : 

` cMr. MASON of Virginia gave his reasons at 
Jength for the course. he advocated some days 

since, for sending the election back. 

Mr. MENIFEE. replied to Mre Mason, and 
~ insisted that Messrs, Prentiss anu. vyura were the 
: daly elected members, f 

< Mr. WHITE of Indiana was in favor of a refe- 

rence of the case.back to the people, and gave the 

* reasons of his. opinion at length. . 

"Mr. HOWARD explained. the effect of his 
amendment, which was to negative the claims of 

all the parties, and send the election back. 
e JMr. WHITE moved an adjournment: lost—ayes 
.80,-noes 104. - 

. Mr, PRENTISS replied. to. Messrs. Mason and 
‘Warre, and argued at. length against the proposi- 
_tion of reference: to the people. : 

Tbe douse then adjourned. 


= TO THE: EDITORS.OF THE GLOBE. 


- Thaveseen.in several newspapers an account. of. 
‘the -debate on Mr. Catuoun’s resolutions,in which 


is a mistake as.it regards my colleague (Mr. Ar- 


LEN;) Iam made to referto Mr. ALLEN.as denying | 


the right of \trial.by.jury, to. persons Claimed as 
fugitive slaves. Ihave-no recollection that Mr. 


“ALLEN said any. thing. on that sibject.. My re-. 


mark was made in reply to Mr, Younc, and his 
name ought to be-where Mr.: Auiten’s. has. been 
placed. by mistake. ‘This is my recollection of the 
matter, and justice to my -colleague, (Mr. ALLEN) 
requires of me this. explanation. ; : 

: et > "THO. MORRIS. 
Senate Chamber, Feb. 1, 1838. 


IN SENATE, . 
Tuurspay, February 1, 1838. > 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Major R. L. Baker, Brevet Major in the erdnance 
corps of the United States, praying Congress to 
grani him his brevet pay, for reasons set forth in 
the petition: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented two memorials 
from a number of citizens of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, protesting against the passage of the 
international copy right law: laid on the table, (the 
bill on the ‘subject having been reported,) and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial 
froma numberof umbrella manufacturers. of the 
city of. Philadelphia, asking a return’ of duties 
which the petitioners allege-have been exacted trom 
them against Jaw: referred, to the Committee. on 
Finance. i 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from -a num- 
þer of citizens of Missouri, praying for an appro- 
priation to indemnify them for property taken from 
themi by a decision of the Supreme Court: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the report of the 
Secretary of War in the case of John Rodgers and 
others, was. referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. . 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition ofa large 
number of citizens of Rock river, Illinois, on the 
subject of pre-emption rights: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions, both 
from men and women residing in New York and 
Ohio, remonstrating against the annexation of 
‘Texas to the Union. ; 

Mr. MORRIS. also presented several petitions 
signed by men, and some signed by women, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 


petitions be received. 

Mr. WHITE moved that. the motion to receive 
these petitions be laid on the table: carried. + 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on- the 
Public Lands, to which. the subject had been re- 
fefred by a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill 
setting apart a tract of land onthe western borders 
of Missouri and Arkansas as bounty lands for per- 
sons engaged for a term of years in the defence of 
the frontiers. The bill was read and ordered to a 
second reading; and the report of the committee 
accompanying the bill, with the documents, was 
ordered to be printed. 

‘On motion of Mr. FULTON, tifteen hundred ex- 
tra copies of the report and documents were ordered 
to be printed. 2 

On-motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the petition and papers of John Rod- 
gers. 0. ae a ` 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
Pensions was authorized 'to-employ a clerk. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of. Tho- 
mas Martin, praying. remuneration for expenses 


proseention: referred. to. the Committee. on Com- 
merce, a i 


subject of harbors, light-houses;.&c.; 


Commerce... =: 


in the District of Columbia, and ‘moved that the 


incurred in defending himself against an unjust - 


Mr. NORVELL presented three sets of resolu- 
tions from the “Legislature of Michigan, ‘on the JH- 
L S which, -with- 
out reading, were referred. tothe Committee on} § 2 : : 

i DEET |- being on engrossing the bill fora third reading, - 


: vier; Smith | 


153 


` On motion-of Mr. KING, the report of the. Se- 
eretary of War, with the examinations: showing 
the necessity of certain light houses, beacons, buoys, 
&c. in Raritan Bay, was ordered to be-printed. 
The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
unfavorable to the petition of Charles G. Hunter, 
was taken up and considered, and, on motion :of 
Mr. WALL, laid.on the table. eee 
On motion of Mr, GRUNDY, the bill supple- 
mentary to the act to amend-the judiciary, system 
of the United States was taken up; and alter being 
amended, on motion of Messrs. SEVIER and 
LINN, was ordered to be engrossed fora. third 
reading. : ; 
Mr. KING moved to take up the report .of the 
Secretary of War on the examinations of. White 
and Black river, in Arkansas; which. was agreed 
to, and the same was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ? 
Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies one day- for consideration: i 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate the report- or statement 
made to him by Captain M.. C. Perry, on the sub- 
ject of the light house system of the United States. 
Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resold- 


` tion, which lies one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be, and they are hereby, instructed to in- 
quire into the state and condition of the Orphans’ 
Court in the county. of. Washington, and to ascer- 
tain what legislation may be necessary in relation 
thereto, with-power to send for persons and papers. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY.: .- 

The Senate took up the bill: to impose, addi- 
‘tional duties as depositaries.dpon certain | public 
officers, and to appoint Receivers General.ofpublic 
money, and to regulate the sdfe-keeping, transfer, 
and. disbursement, of the public moneys. of the 
United States. , ; , 

Mr. WEBSTER addressed the Senate in a 
speech of considerable length, in opposition to the 
bill. : 

The amendments submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Wricrt, one to authorize the Secretary of the ` 
Treasury to hire, temporarily, suitable rooms for 
the offices of the Receivers General, and the other 
providing thatthe receipts given-by the Treasurer, 
authorized by the 2d section, for money deposited 
for the purchase of land, shall not be negotiable by 
transfer or assignment, were severally adopted. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the 21st section, which relates to fund- 
ing the surplus that may be in the Treasury, when 
it exceeds four millions, by investment in State or 
United States securities, bearing interest. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had, in the course of his 


' explanations of the bill yesterday, stated, that this 


provision was introduced to obviate the objections 
of those who contended that the bill would have the 
effect to accumulate money in the Treasury. . He 
had nothing farther to say on the subject now, than 
to request ihat the. question on, the amendment ` 
might be taken by yeas and nays. . 

Mr. CALHOUN. said that he had read the bill 
with great care, and considered it exceedingly well 
drawn, and calculated to produce the most benefi- 
cial effects. But this provision. he considered not 
in accordance with its general principles, and he. + 


‘therefore wished it to be strusk out. One of the - 


most important. objects of this measure “was 
avoid having a surplus. Fe though’). thereft 
it would improve-the bill to. strike qut-the~ 
The question was- then taken, and: Mr. Cage 
10UN’s motion was adopted, yeas 24; nays 13,"as" 
follows: ` 2 ianya in 
YEAS—Messrs., Allen, Brown; Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Davis, Fulton. Grandy, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, Mouton, Nervell, 
Pierce, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Tadia- 
na, Spence, Walker, Wall, “White, and’ Young 
NAYS——Messrs:Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, :-King, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Roane, Se- 
onnecticnt, Tipton, Williams, and 


Wright13,205 85.42% . 
- ‘The amendments made:as.in. Committee of the 
‘Whole: were: concurred. in; and. the question ther 


we 


Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays 


on this question; which were ordered. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to’ fill up the blank 
in the twenty-eighth section with $10,000, for the 
purchase of a site and construction of an office for 
the Receiver General at St. Louis, and for fitting 
up rooms in the custom-house at Charleston, S. ©. 
for the same purpose; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. moved to fill the blank for the salary of 
the Receiver General at New York, with the sum 
of $3,000. % 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays on this 
question; which being ordered, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 17, as follows: 

¥GAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, 
Wall, Williams, Wright, aad Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Ni- 
cholas, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster, and White— 
17. $ 


Mr. WRIGHT then moved to fill up the blanks | 


in the eighth, ninth, and eleven lines, for the sala- 
ries of the Receivers General at Boston, Charleston, 
and St. Louis, with the sum of $2,500 each; which 
was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. RIVES then said that he had the project of 
an amendment, which he designed to offer. He 
had not anticipated, nor did hesuppose any gentle- 
man had, that any question would be taken so 
early, and, therefore, was not prepared with his 
amendment; but by to-morrow, if the Senate would 
indulge him so long, he would have the amendment 
ready. i 


Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the bill be passed. 


over informaliy, by general consent, so that it 
might still retain its precedence on the orders; which 
was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representative 
of John J. Bulow, jr. deceased, was taken up on 
the motion of Mr. HUBBARD. 


Mr. KUNG alluded to the commission that had 
been appointed by the Government to go into the 
States of Georgia, Alabama, and Territory of Flo- 
rida, and ascertain the losses that had accrued, 
and to makea proper report thereon. ‘These Com- 
missioners bad been through Alabama and Geor- 
gia, and had made a partial report, and would, no 
doubt, be prepared to make a report during the 
present session; or, indeed, if they did not, he 
would submit it to the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, whether it would not be better to wait-until 
authentic reports were made by the persons select- 
edfor that purpose, than go. blindly into the adop- 
tion of a measnre which might hereafter be seized 
on as a precedent to obtain mproper payments 
from Government. We all know, (said Mr, K.) 
how these things are gotten up; the statements were 
generally ex parte, and would always present the 
fairest side on the part of the petitioner. Let us, 
then, wait until we hear from the Commissioners, 
who would have an opportunity of cross-ex- 
amining witnesses, etc. and ascertaining from the 
facts, as they occurred on the spot, whether the pro- 
perty ought to be paid for or not. . 

Mr. HUBBARD contended that the case came 
clearly within the principle establised by. the law 
of 1816, and he believed on that subject there was 
no diversity of opinion. He had examined the 
case with some care, and he thought the evidence 
conclusive, at least it was so to his mind. Another 
reason why it ought to be acted on, was that further 
legislation would be necessary before the commis- 
sion alluded could act, as every dollar cf the ap- 
propriation was exhausted. 

Mr. SEVIER wished to’ know on what principle 
this money was claimed? 
session of the House at the time it was destroyed, 
and if not, how Jong had it been evacuated? He 
wished some uniform principle established on the 
subject, as there was a vast amount of property 
ruined in Florida, and numerous applications would 
doubtless be presented to Congress. Mr. S. offered 


an amendment to the effect that the destruction of 


Were the troops in pos- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the building should be in consequence of the occu- | 


pancy by the United States troops. 

Mr. DAVIS, though friendly to the claimant, 
because he believed that he had been subjected to 
great loss, yet.thought it better to wait for all the 
facts. The bill, as it stood, involved principles that 
he was not disposed to sanction. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Franklin In- 
surance Company was taken up, and afier being 
amended, by striking out “forty” and inserting 
“twenty” [the number of years for the duration of 
the charter,] it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. , 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- Fripay, Febuary 2, 1838. 2 

The CHAIR laid before the House a message 
ffom the President of the United States, communi- 
cating the ninth annual report of the Board of 
Commissioners of the penitentiary at Washington, 
D. ©. . 
On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
laid on the table. 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. - 
"WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that, some time 
since, the Committee of Ways and Means had re- 
ported adversely against sundry memorials of 
claimants under the Neapolitan indemnity, praying 
Congress either to authorize the purchase of stock, 
or the issuing of stock in exchange for it. Against 
these two propositions, the committee had reported. 

In one of the memorials there was a third pro- 
position, that the claimants should be authorized to 
sell the indemnity and become their own agents 
for its disposal, to. which Mr. C. supposed there 
would be no objection. It was an inquiry, how- 
ever, belonging not to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, but to that on Foreign Affairs, and 
he, therefore, moved that the former be discharged 
from that portion of the subject, and that it be re- 
ferred to the latter; which was agreed to. 

Mr. RENCHER reported adversely on the me- 
morial of Richard Clay and James Lowell; which 
was laid on the table. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported Senate 
bill, with a recommendation that it do not pass, for 
the relief of Caroline E. Clitherell. ` 

COMMERCE. f ; 

Mr. SMITH moved that the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the number and 
compensation of officers of the customs, be printed 
for the use of the House; which was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY reported a bill to pro- 
vide for additwenal clerks in the Post Office De- 
partment, in the Auditor’s office connected there- 
with, and for other purposes. - 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. TOUCEY. made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Abraham Morrison. 

On. motion of Mr. TOUCEY, the unfavorable 
report made some days since in the case of Tho- 
mas Chapman, was recommitted to that commit- - 
tee. á 

Mr. CILLEY reported a bill fcr the relief of 
John H. Shepherd, administrator of Abiah Wool. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill to limit the ope- 
ration of the third section. of the act of the 4th 
of March, 1829, entitled “An act confirming the 
reports of the register and receiver of the land 
office of the district of St. Stephens, in the: State 
of Alabama, and for other purposes.” ; 

Mr. HARLAN also reported a resolution di- 
recting the Committee on Private. Land Claims to 
inquire into the expediency of reviving, for a li- 
mited time, the act of the 26th of May, 1824, enti- 
Hed ‘an act to enable claimants to land within the 
limits of the State of Missouri andthe Territory of 
Arkansas to institute. proceedings to try the. validity 
of their claims,” and the act relating ‘to the. same: 
of the 24th of May, 1828; which was concurred in... 


Mr. LOOMIS made an unfavorable report on 
the memorial of Eli Hallbay, which was laid on the 
table; but, at the request of Mr. LEGARE, the fe- 
port was withdrawn, and again referred to the com>. 
mittee. i f ee 

` INDIAN AFFAIRS. PE 

Mr. PENNYBACKER made ‘an unfavorable 
report in thé case of Basil Brown; which’ was laid 
on the table. : oe 

in INVALID PENSIONS. 000 

Mr. M’CLELLAN of New York reported a bill 
for the relief of Frederick Sammons. : 

Mr. SMITH made an unsuccessful effort tø in- 


_ duce the House to take’up sundry bills from the 


Senate, with a view to their commitment to the ap- 
propriate committees. 
i RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution; submitted by Mr. Apapis 
on the 18th ult. s 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 


‘and translation.of the’ pamphlet, in the Spanish 


language, stated in the report of the Secretary of 
State to this House to have been printed and circt- 
lated by the late minister irom the Republie of 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from this 
country, and the name of the diplomatic function- 
ary from a foreign Government who communicat- 
ed a copy of said pamphlet to-the Seeretary of 
State. ca 

The question pending was the’ motion ‘of Mr. 
Howarp to strike out all that part relating to the _ 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word’ 
“ country,”in, the eighth line. es Ree 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks, and contended that the 
cases he had heretofore cited were much more of- 
fensive to the Government than the publication of 
the pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza; that the Govern- 
ment then pursued a very different course from the 
course pursued now; that our Government was 
wrong in the position it had assumed,.and that it 
must retrace its steps; that the position the Admi-, - 
nistration had pursued, was calculated to prevent 
our citizens from obtaining the claims which they 
had upon Mexico; and that the perpetual appeal by 
our Government to Jones Thuraeler, ill comported. 
with its former course of action. “Mr. A. went into 
considerable details as to the course of our Govern- 
ment formerly, and contended that the Administra- 
tion must retrace the steps it had taken. He also 
contended that the name of the ‘diplomatic func- 
tionary who communicated Gorostiza’s pamphlet 
to the Secretary. ot’ State, ought to be communi- 
cated, not merely from the fact of his having 
communicated it, but from the remark which had 
accompanied it. He trusted that the House would 
permit the name of this diplomatic functionary -to 
be given; but at any rate he hoped the resolution 
would not be rejected, but that it would be adopted 
speedily. ` 

Mr. HOWARD said, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had concluded his remarks with an 
expression that the House would decide this ques- 
tion immediately, he would not detain it long- He 
would have been willing, at the outset of the gen- 
tleman’s remarks; that the House should have de- 
cided the question, without further debate upon this 
collateral point, which he did not think of very much 
conseguence, and which had already occupied too 
much of the time of the House. But, asthe gentleman 


„from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) had seen proper 


to present his views to the body somewhat at 
length, Mr. H. trusted the House would excuse 
him for delaying them some little time- further, 
while he endeavored, as well as he could, to reply 
to the remarks of the gentleman. | The gentleman: 


‘from Massachusetts had made a request-of -him 


that he would withdraw the amendment to ‘strike ` 
out that part of the resolution calling for a comma- 
nication of the name of the diplomatic fanctionary 
who transmitted Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet to the . 
Secretary of State; and it was ‘with great pain that 
he (Mr. H.) ever refused a: réquest. coming. from 
that gentleman. In conusequence‘of a repetition:of 
that request he had‘re-eXamined the subject, -and 
still he was unable: to-comeé:to the conclusions 
which his wish to gratify the gentleman from: Mas- 


any good which would result from a communica- 
ton of the name. of the- diplomatie functionary 
alluded io.” He was unable to. see any sufficient’ 
reason for this House to exercise the high power: 
Which it possessed of bringing from the recesses of. 
the Department of State the name“ of a- ‘par-_ 
ticular, individual’ who had: done an act so sim- 
ple as this. It strack him that in whatever point 
of view you- looked ‘upon this mater; whether 
as impugning ‘the: veracity. of the Secretary. of 
State, or as- an- offence in the Minister ~ who || 
communicated this ‘pamphlet, that no: good could 
result from the adoption of this part of the resolu- 
tion. The House, perhaps, might have a curiosity. 
to know the name of this individual, orthe gentle- 
man. from Massachusetts might feel a curiosity to 
‘know it; but he would ask, if that was a sufficient 
- Teason to-induce the House to make a, formal call 

: . for this information without there being any good 
- likely to resült from it? He must, therefore, ad- 
here:to his first opinion, and insist upon the vote of 
the House upon. his amendment. ; 
Before proceeding further, Mr. H. deemed it pro- 

per that he should be correctly understood in rela-. 
tion toa point ‘of difference between. himself and 
the colleague of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Cusuine.) Mr: H. said, that when this reso- 
lution first came up: before the House, he had stated 

a belief that the pamphlet in question—-Gorostiza’s. 
pamphlet—had been circulated very freely through 

-~ this country; that it. was for sale in the bookstores 
of this city; that he himself had purchased’ a copy 
-of it froma bookstore, and read it; and he, 
therefore, saw no. necessity for procuring ano- 
ther translation of | it, unless it was correct, 
as was suspected by the gentleman from 
‘Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusmina,) that this transla- 
‘tion of it was not a genuine one. He, however, 
had stated that he had no objection to having the 
pamphlet communicated in an official form from 
the Department of State. The. colleague of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had expressed the 
. Opinion, when he. addressed the House, that the 
pamphlet which ‘was ‘for sale was not an entire 
“translation of. the original pamphlet published by 
Gorostiza; and gentlemen. would well remember 
the force of this remark, 0 eso 0, 
ow, in order to set himself right, Mr. H. said 
that. he held in his hand one of. the original pam- 
phiets, as he had.good reason to. believe; he, to be 
sure, had not a personal knowledge of, this fact, 
put he had such a knowledge of it as satisfied him 
that the pamphlet he now held in his hand was one 
of those issued by Mr. Gorostiza. He also held in 
his hand á translation, which he had purchased in 
this city, and he had goné-over them page by page 
with a gentleman who was wellacquainted with the. 
Spanish language, and he found every sentence and 
paragraph in the translation which ‘was in the ori- 
ginal, except two orders of Gen. Gaines, which 
“were not.material; and which had been published in 
the papers of this city. With these two exceptions, 
the English edition corresponded every where with 


JE gp. 
| Notw 
“oppose the. adoption -of. the. resolution, further 
“than to ürge upon the House the adoption of bis’, 
“amendment. -The gentleman from Massachusetst 


the Spanish, so that he believed it was a mistake in 
supposing that the translation was imperfect.. He 
would say further, ihat perhaps the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. ‘Cusuins).may have been led 
jmo the error into which he had fallen by the. cir- 
cumstance thatanother pamphlet which he (Mr.H.) 
had seen; was defectives in having one sheet omit- 
ted. It-was possible; therefore, that óne of these de- 
fective pamphlets had fallen. into. the hands of the 
‘gentleman. ©’ Sir, im this way he may have been 
- Jedinto the error. «Lf this-was'the case, the gentle- 
man was very correct: in saying that the copy of the 
~ pamphlet which he read-was not. a correct transla- 

tion fromthe original: = Mr.. H.did. not therefore 
at all wish to be understood as impugning the ve- 
racity of the gentleman from Massachusetts; nel- 
‘ther did che consider the gentleman- as impugning 

his: veracity: and he (Mr. H} corrected the. error 
‘which he conceived the gentleman “had fallen into, 
-merely. for the parpose.of making. good his own 
assertion; that the pamphlet to be obtained at 
the bookstores was a perfect (fanslation of the 


Si 


sh copy published. by- Mr. ‘Gorostiza: 
withstanding this, he had. no. disposition -to 


(Mr.Apams.) had gone into a great many: detai[s 


‘to ‘make out, a satisfactory case. to the House, 


which he had done, no doubt, to the satisfaction of 


` the: House, but he (Mri H.) should-attempt to-mot-` 
“row. to. show-—as he had. not time to do. it to-day— 
“the hour having expired—that the cases presented 
by the gentleman, were not similar to the case now jj 


before the House. — oe ade Naame ET 
The CHAIR here announced the orders of the 


day. . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication fsom the Postmaster General, transmit- 
tinga report, in part of the contracts by that de- 
partment, in 1837. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BOON renewed the request previously made 

by Mr. Smrrx to take up, and refer the bills from 


“the Senate on the Speaker’s table, but it was ob- 


jected to. - : 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. S 

. The House then resumed the consideration of 

the Mississippi Election case, the question being on 

the amended resolution of Mr. Ben adopted by 


_ the House yesterday. 


“Resolved, That the resolution of this House of 
3d of October last, declaring that Samuet J. Guot- 
son and Jonn F. H. Cramorne were duly elected 
members of the 25th Congress, be rescinded, and 
that Messrs. Guorson and Ciamorne are not duly 
elected members of the 25th Congress.” 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. Howarm: 

“Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members! of the 25th Congress.” 

And ‘the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. ROBERTSON, 
to strike therefrom the word “not.” 

Mr. PATTON was entitled to the floor, but he 
yielded it to : 

Mr. Prentiss, who again addressed the House 
against the proposition to send the election back to 
the people. 

‘Mr. YELL gave a statement of the circum- 
stances producing his second election, which 


amounted to the fact that it was voluntary on his, 


part, for he held his July election to have been a 
good one, and for the whole term of the 25th Con- 
giess. ae 

Mr. GHOLSON made a brief statement to the 
House, to the tollowing effect: His colleague and 
himself were not before the people at the Novem- 
ber election, and they distinctly. stated to the peo- 
-ple, in a printed circular addressed to them, that 
they were not candidates npon that occasion. That 
circular was published, and it was announced, at 
least in all the Democratic papers in the State, that 
they were not candidates. Mr. G. also wrote at 
least a hundred letters to his friends in different 
parts of the State, declaring that, in consequence of 
that decision, he was not a candidate. 

Mr. G. further stated that, in twenty counties, 
where no votes were given for himself and his col- 
league in the November election, they received 
about five thousand votes at that of July; thus 
showing, conclusively, that there was no general 

“turn out of the people at the November election, 
induced, as he firmly believed, not to vote by the 
decision of the House. » That was the main fact he 
wished to state. The House, by its vote, had said 
the election of Jaly was void. Mr. G. was as well 
satisfied with that decision as any one else, but he 
wished them to vote, atleast, with a knowledge of 
the. facts. p : 

In addition; Mr. G. had good grounds to know 
that the election in many other counties.was par- 
tial, from the fact of his colleague and. himself not 


being before the people, and therefore, by no Kind | 


of calculation, was the sirength of parties tested in 
November: The people had- been misled by the 
decision of the House.. i 

Mr. G. said his physical: debility rendered him 


unable, if he was otherwise able, to-go-into- the ar- 


< gument, and would conclude with the hope that the. 


House would take:the vote as early as practicable.. 
Mr.. PATTON ‘addressed the House, at length, 


‘jn opposition ta Mr. Howard's amendment, and | 


was followed by Mr. LEGARE in reply. = 005. 
Mr. BIDDLE then took the floor, and spoke:at 


-Jength in support of the claim. of Messrs. Prentiss 


and Word, and against the. reference of the case 
back to the people... se >EE 


Mr. MENIFEE obtained the. floor, but before 


| proceeding with his remarks, moved an.adjourn- 


ment. TE : 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and. nays 
‘on this motion; which were ordered, and; were— 
yeas 90, nays 118. ee 

So the House refusing to adjourn— Duu 

Mr. MENIFEE proceeded with his remarks in ` 
reply to the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Lecare) and others, and contending that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word were constitutionally elected, 
and eptitled to seats in the House of Representa- 
tives. i : 

Mr. BELL next obtained the floor, but without 
proceeding with his remarks, moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried; and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
_ Famay, February 2, 1838. . 

The VICE. PRESIDENT communicated a. re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury, in obedi- 
ence to.a resolution of the 17th Janùary,. relative 
to the claim of the Bank of the United States for 
damages on account of a protested draft on account 
of the French indemnity: laid on the table, and 
orderéd to be printed. oak Shay ees 

On motion of Mr. NILES, two thousand addi- 
tional copies were ordered. i peter 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested that a like number 
of the first part of the information received from 
the department also be printed; which was con~ 
curred in. i, 

Also, from the same department, a communica- 
tion from Captain M. C. Perry, in relation to the 
light-house establishment. 4 Eta da 

Also, from the Department of War, in obedience 
to a resolution of the Senate, calling for the. orders, 
&c. given to pension agents: laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. : 
WEBSTER, 500 additional 


On motion of Mr. 
copies were ordered. 

Also, from the same department, containing a 
report of the survey of Crow shoals, in obedience to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 29th January: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the same department, con- 
taining the survey of the Charleston and Cincinnati 
Railroad: laid on the table, and, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 
copies were ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. McK EAN presented. a memorial from sun- 


500 additional 


| dry citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 


the Annexation of Texas, or any other. Territory 
that tolerates slavery: laid on the table. se 

Mr. CLAYTON presented: the petition of- Geo. 
McCall, praying a pension. Mr, C. stated that the 
petitioner was a sailor on board the private armed 
vessel “ Saucy Jack,” cruising as a le'ter of marque 
during the late war; that in attempting to board a 
large English ship, which was afterwards captured, 
he was‘so desperately wounded as to become a 
cripple ever since. The petition was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. ihr 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of William. 
W. Corcoran and others, praying that certain suits 
now pending might not be abated in consequence 
of the expiration of the charter of the United Siates 
Bank in this city: referred.to the: Committee on the 
Jadiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented thé petition of Mrs. 

, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed during tħe late war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. i. r ; 

Mr, SMITH presented the petition of John Allen 
and others, praying commutation pay: referred to 
the Committee.on Revolutionary. Pensions. 

Mr: BUCHANAN presented the. petition of 


‘Colonel. S: Miller, of the Marine Corps, praying 


compensation for property lost during the last-war, 


and for services rendered in preserving public pro- 
perty at, Bladensburg: referred to Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petiticn.of Sybil- 


la Carberry, praying a pension, in consideration of | 


the Services of her late husband: referred to Com- 
mittee on Pensions. . 

Mr. NORVELL presented a resolution from the 
State of Michigan, récommending the passage of 
a law providiug for the reduction of the price of 
the public lands lying withia the limits of the seve- 
ral States, and that the same be sold in limited 


quantities, and for actual improvement: referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. i 
Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Wm. 
Armstrong, praying to be authorized to locate a 
certain tract of land: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 
Ma KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 


made an unfavorable report on the petition of | 


Isaac Collier; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITES, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill granting four additional 
clerks to the office of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LLUBSARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Jo- 
seph Shaw. % 5 Ne 

Also, from the same committee, an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Joseph Good. , 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Joseph Atwater ‘and James 
Robb, and that they be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs; which was concurred in. 

Mr. SPENCE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relel of George J. Knight. 

‘Also, bill from the House of Representatives, 
No. 86, for the relief of Robert Keyworth, without 
am2ndment. : 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the benefit of the Levy Court, 
reported dhe same without amendment. — 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the names ol the 
Receivers of the Public Moneys, if any, who have 
violated the Treasury order of July 11th, 1836, in 
any of its particulars, so far as the same may ap- 
pear from their own returns, or the returns of the 
banks in which they made deposites, or by the re- 

orts of examining agents, and that the particulars 
of each violation, if any such be found, be fully 
stated. sai 

Mr, WILLIAMS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over one day for consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States j 


be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 
the Senate, in such manner as he may deem 
proper, all the correspondence recently received 
and had between thisand the Government of Great 
Britain and the State of Maine, on the subject of 
the Northeastern boundary, which, in his opinion, 
may be communicated consistently with the public 
interest. | 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa~ 
tives of John J. Bulow, deceased, was read a third 
time, and, on motion, postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Franklin 
Insurance! Company of the ‘District of Columbia, 
was read a third and passed. ; ` 

The hill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, was réad a ihird time ; and on the ques- 
tion, “Shali the bill pass?’— . ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and addressed the Se- 
nate for some time in opposition to the general 

rinciples of the bill. 3 
P Messrs, CLAYTON, DAVIS and GRUNDY 
supported the bill, 4 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee with instructions to bring in a new 
bill, referring tne matter to the Third Auditor. 

‘After some further remarks from Messrs. DA- 


VIS, WILLIAMS and GRUNDY, the question. 
was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the} 


affirmative; yeas 23, nays 17. a 
Pending the discussion of the above bill, 


Mr. WRIGHT asked. the-Senate by unanimous 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


consent to take up the. Sub-Treasury bill with a 
view of allowing the Senator from Virginia (Mr: 
Rives) an opportunity of offering his amendment; 
which wes agreed to: when; Mr. R. offered an 
amendment which was ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. Rives proposed the following amendment 
to the bill “to impose additional duties as -deposi- _ 
taries upon certain public officers, to appoint Re- 
ceivers General of Public Money, and to regulate © 
the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public moneys of the United States,” viz: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: i be Wl la nt 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the number of banks au- 
thorized by the act of June 23, 1836, to be ern- 


. ployed as depositories of the public money, shall 


not exceed twenty five, (any thing in the said act 
to the contrary notwithstanding;) that they shall be 
chosen from among the most solid and respectable 
banks in the States or Territories in. which they are 
established, and their locality, as well as number, 
shall be determined purely with reference to the 
wants and convenience of the Treasury in conduct- 
ing its fiscal operations. 

Suc..2: And be it further enacted, That no bank 
shall be so selected or employed, which shall not 
pay its bills and notes, and all other demands upon 
it, promptly in specie, when required; nor until it 
shall first have furnished to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a statement of its condition and business, 
a list of its directors and officers, a copy of its 
charter, and such other information as he may re- 
quire, to enable him to judge of the soundness of its 
condition. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the banks 
to be employed as depositories as aforesaid, 
shall be selected by the Secretary of the Treasury 
in the following manner, to wil: if the selection be 
made during the session of Congress, it must, be- 
fore it take efect, be first approved by joint resolu- 
tion of both Houses; and if made during the recess, 
it shall be submitted to Congress, at the commence- 
ment of their next session, to be in like manner 
confirmed or annulled by them. 


Sno: 4. And be it further enacted; That the said 
bank, before they shall be employed as the depo- 


sitories of the public money, shall agree to receive 
the same on the following terms and conditions, to 
Wit: 


First. Each bank shall furnish to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, from time to time, as often as he 
may require, not exceeding once a week, statements, . 
setting forth its condition and business, as préscrib- 
edin the second section of this -act, except. that 
such statements need not contain a copy of the 
charter of the bank; and the said banks shall fur- 
nish to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the 
Treasurer of the United States a weekly state- 
ment of the condition ot his account on their 
books; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
have the ‘right, by himself, or-an agent appointed 
for that purpose, to. inspect such general accounts 
in the books of the bank as shall relate to the staid 
statements: Provided, ‘That his shall not be-constru- 
ed to imply the right of inspecting the account of 
any private individual or individuals with the 
bank. - 


Secondly. To credit as specie all sums deposited 
therein to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, (excepting Treasury notes, or other Govern- 
ment obligations, that may be receivable in pay- 
ment of public dues, and which are properly 
chargeable to the United States,) and to pay all 
checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on such depo- 
sites, in specie, if required by the holder thereof. — 
Thirdly. To give, whenever required by the Se- 
creiary of the Treasury, the necessary facilitics 
for. transferring the public funds from place to 
place, within the United States and tae Territories 
thereof, apd for distributing the same in payment 
of the public creditors, without charging commis- 
sions or claiming allowance on account of diffé- 
rence of exchange. eae es 
Fourthly. To render to the Government óf the 
United States all the duties and services heretofore 


{ required by law to be performed by thé late Bahk- 


‘ten dollars. shal} .be so. receivable: 
ever, that the. notes of. 


of the United States and its several branches’ or 
offices. - i ' i 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized, and it shall be his duty, ‘whenever, in 
his judgment, the same shall be necessary or ‘pro-. 
per, to require of any bank, selected and employed ` 
as aforesaid, collateral or additional securities ‘for 
the safe-keeping of the public moneys deposited 
therein, and the faithful performance of ‘the ‘duties 
required by this. act. ; 

Sec. 6: And be it further enosted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to en-- 
ter into contracts, in the name, and for andon be- 
half of the, United States, with the said-banks so se- 
lected and-employed, whereby the said banks shall 
stipulate to do and perform thg several duties and 
services prescribed by this act. ce: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no batik 
which shall be employed as a depository of the pub- 
lic money, shall be discontinued as such, or the 
public money be withdrawn therefrom, except’ for 
he causes hereinafter mentioned; that is to say: if, 
at any time, any of the said banks shall refuse, or 
fail to perform any of the duties prescribed by this 
act, and stipulated to be performed by its contract, 
or if any of the said banks shall at any time refuse 
to pay its notes in specie, or if the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury shall have reason’ to believe that any of 
the said banks is no longer a ‘safe place of de- 
posite for the public moneys; in any and every 
such case, it shall be his’ duty. to discontinue 
such bank as a depository, and withdraw from 
it the public moneys’ which ‘it may hold 
on deposite; and, in case of the discontinuance of 
any of the said banks, it shall be-the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress im- 
mediately, if in session, and if not in session, at 
the commencement .of its next session, the facts 
and reasons which have induced’ such discontinu- 
ance: Provided, however, That nothing herein cons 
tained shall be construed to prevent Congress, at 
any time, from passing any law for the remo- 
val of the public- money from ‘any of the said 
banks, or from changing the terms of deposite, or 
to prevent the said banks atany time, from ceas- 
ing to act as depositories of the public money, up- 
on paying over, or tendering to pay, the whole 
amount of public moneys on hand, according to 
the terms of their agreement with the Secretary of 
the Treasury. i ; : ` 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the banks selected as depositories of 
the public money, to make settlements with all the 
banks in their vicinity with which they have trans- 
actions, as often asonce a week; and the balances 
due shall be demanded or paid, as the case may be, 
in specie, whenever and to whatever extent such 
requisition, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall be deemed. necessary to’ 


‘check a tendency: to over-issnes, and to preserve the 


soundness of the currency. — - 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
adopt all such means as he can properly employ, 
to induce the ‘banks. selected as depositories of the 
public money, to enter into mutual arrangements 
for receiving and crediting as cash in payment of 
the pnblic dues the notes of each other, whenever 
the same may be offered. in such payments, 


Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That the re- 
venue. of the. United States, whether.arising from 
duties, taxes, debts, postages, or sales of lands, shail 
be‘collected and received in gold and -silver, or in 
Treasury notes, or in the notes of banks which are 


-payabie and paid cn demand in the legal coins of the 


United States, subject to the following restrictions 
and condit:ons in regard to the receipt of. bank notes, 


to wit: from and after the expiration of.one year 


from the passage of this.act, the notes of no banks 
which shail issve or cirenlate. bills or notes of a. 
less. denomination than.-five dollars, shall. be 
received, in payment of the public: dues; and 


from and afier the expiration -of two years there- 


after, the notes of no ban 


f i Which shall issue-or 
circulate bills or notes y t 


enomination than. 
rovided, how- 
tever shall be 
ic dues by the 


received in payment of the publ 


re. to be. deposited shall 
and.control of the. Se 
o. pass to: the. cre 


sumed: payments: in: 


And be it further “enacted, “That nothing 
section shall be. so-eonstraed as to 
or collectors of: the dues of the 


sury- certificates now 
he same shall hereafter ‘be 
public Jands:in the same way. and 

en. ‘heretofore. prac 


different branches of the pub- 
is providetl in this section. 
further: enacted,:"That no bank 
adepository.ot the-public mo- 
ot conform, as: to’ the denomina- 


“tion herein. before imposed ‘on. those: banks: whose 

paper is allowed to be received in payment of the 

-public:dues. : ` : ba 

u Sno. 13. “ind be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary. of the Treasury to lay 

-before Congress, at the commencement of cach an- 

nual session, and as often thereafter as either House 


omay: require, a statement of the number and names } 


of the banks employed as:depositovies of the public 
money, and of ‘their condition, and the amount of 

public: money deposited ‘in each, as shown by their 

‘returns at the Treasury, with every: other particu- 

lar which may assist. Congress: in forming a satis- 

factory judgment. of the safety of the public mo- 
neys, and of the soundness and responsibility of the 
depos ries to which:they are committed. 

“SE And heit further enacted, That all acts, 
-and parts of- acts, coming. within. the purview of. 
„this act, are hereby repealed. ` as 
“Whe bil supplementary to’ the act to amend the 
“act relative to the judicial system of the United 

States was read a third time and passed. 

. The Senate then adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF (REPRESENTATIVES, . 
> SATURDAY; Feb, 3; 1838. 
ay {Whe SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 


„ting two hundred and fifty-five copies of: the Army 


Register, oe o a ak oi a y : . 
On motion of MrB. WHITTLESEY, laid on 
the table. Be Sas fet f 
_ Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a statement of the. contracts 
entered inte by the Navy Commissioners during the 
year 1837, o n 
On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, laid on 
the table. l NY 
“Mr. McKIM moved that the bills from the Se- 
` ate on the Speaker’s table be taken up, with a 


` view to their reference to the appropriate comm. it- 


tées. - ; ; 
Objection being made, - 
Mr. BOON said he should be compelled to move 
a suspension of the rule, for some of the bills had 
been lying on the Speaker’s table for several days. 
Whereupon, the objection was withdrawn, ard tne 
` following: bills were. taken up, read twice, and re- 
“ferred: ` ee SEE : 

An act for the-relief of the heirs of Francis Neu- 
man, late collector of the internal revenue and 
< “direct tax in Maryland. os ji 
ME. WHITTLESEY moved its reference to 
mamittee of Claims. = iuo 
McKIM moved. it to: the Committe of 


eang. 

TTLESEY had no gréat ‘objection, 
vases had been generally com- 

otion was agreed to. = 

ng legal adjudication and settlement 


Lie: ‘money which ie 


Is, or may 
gold and sih tjs Laci 
nthe public lands- o. 


the publie. lands, - 


es issucd-or:cireulated by-it, tothe condi- - 


-other day by the Hous 
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of claims for land under the grants or concessions 
“made to. Baron Bastrop, Marquis de Baton Rouge, 
„and others in. Louisiana, and to Elisha Williams 
-and others in-Arkansas.... . 


On motion: of: Mr. LAWLER, referred -tọ the 


‘Committee on: Private Land Claims. 


An actgranting pre-emption rights to settlers on 


On motion of Mr. BOON, referred to the Com- 


“mittee on the Public Lands. 


An act to amend the act entitled an act for. the 
appointment ‘of commissioners to adjust-the claims 
for reservations of land under the 14th article of the 


‘treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians. 


On. motion of Mr. HARLAN, referred ‘to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. ` 

An act to change the times of holding the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States in the. seventh 
circuit. i 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary. 


An act to amend and extend the charter of the 


Franklin Insurance Company. 


On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN,, referred to the 


‘Committee.on the Judiciary. 


Anact toamend the act of the-3d of March, 
1837, entitled, -an act supplementery-to the act éh- 
titled an act to amend the: jndicial system of the 
United States. 4 ; 


On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the morning 
business was set aside, to proceed with the special 
order. i 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 
- The House then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Bust, adopted by the 
House yesterday. 

“Resolved, That the resolution of this House of 
the 3d of October last, declaring that Samurr J. 
Guotson and Jons F. H. Cratmorne were duly 
elected members of the 25th Congress, he rescinded, 
and that Messrs. Gnotsox-and Cuaipornm are not 
‘duly elected members of the 25th Congress.” 


The question was on the following amendment 


of Mr. Howarn: í 
. “Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word, arë not members of the Twenty-fitih 
Congress.” 
And the pending question on. the amendment to. 
the amendment, propesed. by Mr. Rorrrrson, to 
strike therefrom the word ‘not. : 


Mr. BELL, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House at some length in support of the 
claim of Messrs. Prentiss and Word to seats in the 
‘House of Representatives, and against sending the 
election back to the people. 

Mr. RHETT addressed the House briefly in 
reply to the arguments of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. BELL) and in support of the pro- 
position io send the electicn back to’ the people. 
He conteaded that the people of Mississippi had 
represeniatives on the floor of the House at the ex- 
tra session by the decision. of the House itself, and 
that decision being considered as binding upon the 
people, the election cf November was a:one-sided 
election; therefore he would send it- back to the 
peopie, so that a fair election might be had. . 

Mr. CUSHING then made an explanation in re- 
lation to his objections at the commencement of 
the extra session to ‘the system of organizing the 


House, by the Clerk calling over a list of mem- | 
7 DY & 


bers of the House, cat from the newspapers, and 
presumed to be elected members thereof. 

- Mr. POPE addressed the House at some length, 
going into a constitutional argument to prove thet 
the Governor of Mississippi had. no right to o 
an election to be held in July; that! s UNCONSL- 
tutional and void, and hed been ed so ibe 
by reseinding the resolu-. 
tion of the House of October las. The election, 
then, held in November, which was in conformity 
to the Constitution and iaws of the State of Missis- 


sippi; must be considered’as good by, this House; 


therefore, the mevabers here claiming seats, Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word, onght to'be decided as entitled 
to seats, - - 


Mr. MARTIN obtained.-the floor; but, without 

prooeeding, moved. that; H j 

_. Mr. HOPKINS calle 

this motien; which were. 

108, nays 90.0 oo Se : 
So the House agjourned, at 5 o’clock, p. m. 


: yeas and nays on 
and. were—=yeas 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Monnay, February 5,.1838.: . - 

The CHAIR laid before the House a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
the report.and survey of George's bank and shoals, 
accompanied by two charts, one of George’s shoal, 
and the other of the bank. 

Mr. Smitb, remarking that the printing of the 
charts having been ordered some days since, in the 
concurrence of a resolution to: that effect from the 
Committee on Commerce, moved that the commu- 
nication be now laid. on: the table; which was 
agreed to. wpe tate ee 4 Gael Baty 

Petitions and memorials being then in order— 

Mr. HAYNES moved to-postpone the morning 
business, for the purpose of proceeding with the 
Mississippi election case. . i $ 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the people of the United 
States might be allowed to be heard at least once 
intaree weeks; and he therefore asked for the yeas 
and nays on Mr. H’s motion, but they were refused; 
and the motion itself was rejected without a di- 
vision, : 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. CUSHMAN, ATHERTON and WIL- 
LIAMS, of New Hampshire. ; i 

(Mr. W iLLIAms presented the petition of Samuel 
Roley for pension: arrearages; and the petition of 
Francis‘Lambert for compensation for medical ser- 
vices rendered the Washington Volunteers. } 

[Mr. Cusnman presented petitions of John B. 
Hill and Elijah Davis, praying for pensions; and 
of Joh Crawford and Rhoda Gale, praying for 
increase of pensions; all of which were referred: to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Messrs. PARMENTER, CUSHING, FLETCH- 
ER REED, BRIGGS, LINCOLN, CALHOUN, 
PHILLIPS, and ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

[Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Josiah 
Brackett and 276 other legal voters of Charlestown, 
Massachusetts; of Ebenezer Newhall and 24 others, 
of Lincoln, Massachusetts; of Sarah B. Newhall 
and 46 others, of Lincoln, Massachusetts; of James 
Kimball and 85 men, and Rachel Kimballand 107 
women, of Lincoln, Massachusetts, tor the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, 
the petition of Sarah B. Newhall and 46 others, 
against the annexation. of Texas. Also, the re- 
monstrance of Betsey Kelsey and 54 other women, 
of Shirley, Massachusetts; of Sally Fletcher and 38 
other women, of Carlisle, Massachusetts; of Hope 
Brown and 16 others, of Shirley, Massachusetts, 
against the resolution passed by the House of Re- 
presentatives December 21st, in relation to petitions 
on the subject of slavery, and praying that said re- 
solution may be rescinded. Mr. P..also presented 
the petition of the heirs of Timothy Page for com- 
pensation for Revolutionary: services; and the. me- 
morial of the Major Commandant ‘of the United 
States arsenal at Watertown y WMassachusetts; in re- 
lation to the purchase of land for ‘the use of the 
United States.] 

[Mr. Lincoxn presented a memorial prrporting 
to be signed by a number of legal voters of Massa- 
į chasetts, asking that the resolution of the Konse 
of the 21st December last, ordering.all Abolition 
memorials and other papers of a similar character 
on the. table, be rescinded. 

Mr. L. moved its reference to a select commit- 
tee, with Instractions to report a resolution declar- 
ing the other resolution to be a viclation of the Con- 
stituticnal guaranty of the ri 


r represeni 
jon to be res 7 
Mr. PATTON raised th 
Mr. Boon mo 
Stable. -_ ee 
Mr. Brices called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 9 70 ot 
Mr. HotsEY inquired if the ‘petition would go on 
the table with the motion of consideration, > 


question of ccnsideration. 
olay thal question. on the 
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The Crai replied that the coherent accompa- 


nied the primary. question. 

Mr. Wise raised the point of order, whether the 
petition itself didnot come under the operation of 
the resolution of the 21st of December? 

The Cnam thought not. - 
` Mr. Wise. Was not the mémorial substantially 
praying for what would open the whole subject of 
abolition? í 

The Csa was well advised of the point, which 
had been decided some weeks ago, immediately 
after the presentation of the first proposition of this 
character, since which several similar petitions had 
been offered, and the House had acquiesced in that 
decision, 
tion was in order, and did not come within the ope- 
ration of the resolution of the 21st December. 

Mr. Wise. Then I must be pernitted to say 
that, ifthat be the correct construction, that resolu- 
tion was of no manner of use whatever. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 128, nays 75. 

So the question ‘of reconsideration was laid on 
table.} Loe ‘ 

{Alt the members from Massachusetts presented 
petitions for the abolition of slavery, which went 
on the table under the order of the 21st of Decem- 
ber; a number retmonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas, and several praying the recission of 
said order, all of which took the same course on 
respective motions | 

Before Mr. ADAMS had got through, the Cuam 
announced the arrival of the hour for the special 
order. f a 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to present the petitions communicated 
to his charge, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOFFMAN would vote for the gentleman’s 
motion, limited as it was; but he preferred its 
extension to all the other States behind Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. ADAMS modifed his motion according to 
Mr. H’s suggestion, but the House refused the 
yeas and nays, and declined to suspend the rule. 

' . MISSISSIPPI ELECTION, 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Beru adopied by the 
House on Wednesday last: 

“ Resolved, That the resolution of this Fouse of 
the 3d of October fast, declaring that Samuet J. 
Guoison and Joun F. H. Cramorne were duly 
elected members of the 25th Congress, be rescind- 
ed, and that Messrs Guouson and CLAIBORNE are 
-not duly elected members of the 25th Congress.” 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. Howaron: 

“Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are noi members of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
gress.” ‘ 

And the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. ROBERTSON, 
to strike therefrom the word “not.” 

Mr. MARTIN of Alabama being entitled to the 
floor, rose to proceed with his remarks, but gave 
way to 

Mr. GLASCOCK, who stated that he had this 
morning received from the Hon, Mr. CLAIBORNE a 
bricf statement, in writing, of several important 
facts in relation to the question. before the House, 
and which he considered essential should be read; 
and as the health of Mr. C, still prevented his at- 
tending in person, he (Mr. G.) felt it his duty to 
make the motion’ that the paper he then held in his 
hand be received, and read at the Clerk’s table. 
was due to the sitting members to say, that they 
wished no motion made to print. 

Wasuinaton, Feb. 5, 1838. - 

Sim: I herewith transmit to you the proceedings 
of tie Democratic members of both branches of the 
Mississippi Legislature, which I desire may be laid 
before the Honse. Ata moment when there isso much 
contrariety of opinion as to public sentiment in the 
State of Mississippi, and after the gentlemen who 
claim to supersede my colleague and myself, have 
expressed an opinion that not fen citizens of that 
State believe we are entitled to our seats for the 
whole of, the twenty-fifth Congress, I am gratified 
at being able to furnish such evidence of the popular 


The Chair had no doubt that this peti- ` 


It | 


` representatives from other States. The names that | 


| 
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will, It must be reccllected that the gentlemen who 
attended this meeting compose,a majority of the 

€gislature, and that they represent the opinions 
of a large body of the people. They are familiar 
With the history of this.contested election from the 
emanation of the writ, down to the decision of the 
House in October,and the incidents sibsequent there- 
to; they are fresh from communion with an enlight- 
ened constituency, and, in all probability, are bet- 
ter informed asto the real state of opinion, than 
either the honorable claimants, or ourselves, or 


appear on the face of those proceedings are among 
the most distinguished in the State for the high sta- 
tions they occupy, for talents, fur integrity, for all 
that can give impartiality to evidence or weight to 


character, and I trast their testimony, thus solemny | 


and publicly rendered, will have its due influence 
with the House. 

I feel bound to repeat, on this occasion, what I 
have before declared, that prior to the July elec- 
tion, my colleague and myself distinctly took the 
ground, that we considered the election as not for 
the special session only, but for too years. The 
papers friendly to us advanced the same opinion. 
When ‘the decision of the House was made, con- 
firming us in our seats for the entire 25th Con- 


gress, we addressed a Circular to the people, - 


(which was widely distributed,) from which the 
following is an extract: 


“TO THE PEOPLE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

«FELLOW-CITIZENS: In July last, it is well 
known, we were elected under the Proclamation of 
the Governor, and according to the forms of the 
law, to represent you in Congress. When the Go- 
vernor issued his writ, the opinion of the press and 
of the people, so far as we are informed or believe, 
was, that he had the power to do 80: that the exi- 
gency of the times required him to exere'se that 
power; but that he had no right to abridge the con- 
stitutional term of two years, for which members 
of Congress are elected; that so much of his writ 
was void, and that the members chosen would 
serve not only in the extra session, but throughout 
the twenty-fifth Congress. This was our own 
opinion. It was every where freely expressed by 
us, and we believe that nine-tenths of those who 
voted at the late [July] election went to the polls 
with such an impression.” 

The people were thus distinctly notified of the 
action of the House, and assured that we would 
continue to hold our seats. 

Prevented as I am by the state of my health, 
from appearing in the House to vindicate the 
rights of those I represent, I feel bound to express 
my solemn conviction that a majority of the free- 
men of Mississippi acquiesced in the judgment of 
the Heuse. I believe, upon evidence which would 
be. conclusive. in a court of justice, that the 6,500 
citizens who sustained me in November, did not 


-doubt the validity of the July election as conferring 


office for two years, or the binding effect of the de- 
cision of the House. 


On the other hand, Í know, as positively as any’ 


fact can be known, that upwards of 8,000 voters, 
chiefly in counties almost unanimously favorable 
to us, REFUSED to cast their votes a second time, on 
the ground that the jadgment of the House was 
binding; and that they were satisfied with it. I 
have no doubt but that 15,000 freemen of Missis- 
sippi, if an opportunity offered, would at this mo- 
ment sanction that judgment at the polis. I feel 


convinced they would declare that no vacancy | 
could exist in the representation from thai State, | 
to be filled at the November election, after the dee ! 
cision of the House, the constitutional and only j 
competent tribunal, that we were members of the | 
That decision was pro- } 


whole 25th Congress. 
nounced after searching and protracted examina- 
tion; and upon the same evidence which is now before 
the House, it persuaded us that the whole matter 
was settled; it gave to the claimants the benefit of 
a canvass without opposition; it restrained 8,000 free- 
men. from casting their votes; and should the House 
now decide finally against us, however highly its 
character is generally appreciated, the moral sense, 
the proper and honorable pride, of an enlightened 
people will revolt at the injustice of such a course. 

If this was not my solemn conviction; 4f I was 


———— ee ————— 


not, as I believe, fully informed as to the intentions 
of thase who voted. for me in July, and of their 


‘wishes and opinions now; if I could bè convinced 
‘that the claimants received a majority of the whole 


number of votes cast at the November election— 
ex parte as that election was, and without opposing 
candidatés—I-would:at once close this-controversy 
by RESIGNING my sédt. I feel satisfied that my col- 


‘league would parsue the same course. Although 


disfranchised by the House, and prevented from be- 
ing candidates by their resolution declaring us mem- 
bers for two years, if the claimants had presented. 
themselves here with a clear and properly ascer- 
tained majority, we would cheerfully have resigned 
our places, and submitted the matter to the people. 
Such; however, in my opinion, is not the case. I 
believe that the popular will in Mississippi was ad- 
verse to those gentlemen at the election, and that it 
is stil]. so; and however my waning health or incli- 
nations might otherwise influence me, my daty: to 
those who have, for a series of years, sustained me 
with large and uniform majorities, will induce me 
to hold my seat until I am ejected by the verdict of 
the House. That verdict has been once recorded in 
our favor; and I trust the Honse will pause long 
before reversing ‘it, and the rights and equities it 
carries with it. Itrust it will deliberate long before 
it assumes the alarming prerogative of appointing 
others to the places that we hold by the votes and 
will of the PEOPLE OF A SOVEREIGN STATER.“ 

Unable to defend my cause in person, or to: as- 
sert with becoming spirit the views and opinions of 
a high-minded constituency, I appeal to the House, 
through ‘you, for its dispassionate. and impartial 
judgment. Regarding it as a tribunal too grave to 
be influenced by passion, and too just to. render 
final judgment without positive knowledge of the 
facts, F appeal to it, not for my colleague and my- 
felf, but for those we represent; not for the empty 
honors of office, but for justice to a people jealous 
of any encroachments on their rights. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obed’t servant, 
_ JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE. 
To the Hon. Tuos. Grascock. 


The following is a copy of the proceédings re- 
ferred to in, the above statement of Mr. Cuar- 
BORNE = 


Proceedings of a meeting of the. Democratic members 
of the Legislature, and others of the party, then at 
the city of Jackson, held in the Senate Chamber on 
the evening of the 20th instant, 

The meeting was organized by calling the Hon. 
George B. Augustus, Senator from: Noxubbee, to 
the chair, as President of the meeting; General 
Arthur Fox, member from Lawrence, was elected 
Vice President; General A. G. Brown, member 
from Copiah, and Charles M. Price, were appointed 
Secretaries. i % f 


Mr: Besancon, President of the Board of Bank 
Commissioners, offered the foliowing preamble and 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas an attempt is being made against onr 

worthy representatives in Congress, Messrs. Clai- 
borne and Gholson, by asserting that. they were 
elected for the called session only, and not for the 
whole 25th Congress, and that they are not now 
the choice of the people of the State; and whereas, 
in the opinion of this meeting, Messrs. Claiborne 
and Gholson were and are at this time the choice 
of a large majority of the people of this State 
therefore, . oer 
i Resolved, That, as the people are satisfied‘ with 
the decision cf Congress in relation to the seats of 
onr Representatines, this meeting is of the opinion 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson would disobey 
the wishes of a large majority of the people of this 
State by resigning their seats at this time. 

Resolved, That the charge of deception which 
has been preferred against our Represetitatives, re- 
lative to the duration of their term of service, is en- 
trely groundless and without foundation, 

Reoolved, That in voting for the separation of 
the Government from all banking institutions, and 
in voting against the proposition to charter a na« 
tional bank, our Representatives have acted in con- 
formity with the will of a large majority of the pegs 


Mr. Holland of Marshall, 
e stand taken by our Senators” 


On ‘motion; ‘the ‘President, ‘Vice President; and.’ 


first Secretary, were added to the commitiee: the 
“Presid de-chairman of the Committee, ~ 
». On motion, Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
“meeting be published in. the Democratic papers. of 
‘the State, and that a copy be forwarded to. our re- 


resentatives in Congress, signed by the officers of : 
; BTess, y: 


this meeting. : 
- The meeting was addressed by Messrs. Tucker, 
Besancon, Holland, Brown, Harley, Fox, Howard, 
Butler, Runnells, Hancock, Stone, Walker, Dow, 
Granberry, and Ellis, respectively, with eloquence, 
‘power, and effect, ras ites 

. GEO. B. AUGUSTUS, President. 

. ARTHUR FOX, Vice President, 
CA. G. Brown, Secretary. 2 

‘CnartEs M. Prici, Assistant Seeretary. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky inquired what 


` paper the-proceedings of the meeting of members | 


of the Legislature of Mississippi. was read from? 
"The CHAIR. replied that :the proceedings were 
read. trom: the Globe of Thursday last. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then asked that the introduc- 

_ tory remarks of the editor of that paper be read by 
the Cierk. ; 

Mr. OWENS and many other members objected. 

The question was put, and the House refused to 
order the reading of: the notice—ayes 80, noes 90. 

Mr, GLASCOCK then stated that he held in his 
hand the original proceedings; but they being cut 
up into narrow slips at. the printing office, he pre- 
ferred:sending the. paper to the Chair to be read. 
He would, however; have the original read, if any 
gentleman doubted the correctness of the proceed- 
ings-as published in the.newspaper. ... 

Mr. McK AY: then rose, and proposed to the 
gentleman from Maryland, that as the: gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. BELL,) on Saturday, had 
raised some critical objections to it, as being a mere 
truism, he-hoped it would be modified so as to con- 
form to former. precedents of the House, declaring 
that the gentlemen claiming seats (Messrs. Pren- 
tiss and Word) were not entitled to seats as mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress. ` 

Mr. HOWARD said that he had drafted his re- 
solution in this way in the first place, but had mo- 

Gified it afterwards athe suggestion of some gen- 
tlemen on this floor. He had no objection, there- 
fore, now to. medify his proposition to meet the 
suggestion of the gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. H. thei modified his amendment as follows: 
“and that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are not en- 
titled to.seats on this floor as members of the 25th 
Congress.” . ` 

Mr. MARTIN, who was entitled to the floor, 

„addressed the Hoase at some-length. He was of 
Opinion: that. the sitting members:were fairly elected 
at the-election held in Mississippi in. July last, un- 
der. the writ..of election issued. by-the Governor ; 
and that, even if the Governor did attempt to limit 
that. election to the called session, that ihe-attempt 

» Was Void, and the sitting members. were entitied: to 
: their seats during the. whole of the 25th Congress. 

_ “Phe House so decided. at. the called session. - The 

other day, however, it had virtually degided, by 


“of || the adoption of: the amendment of the gentleman 
24). from ‘Tennessee, that the electisa of July should be 
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set aside; and now it is demanded by gentlemen 
that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are entitled to seats 
on this floor, because they were elected in Novem- 
ber laste -The election. of November, however, 
(Mr. M. contended) was a one-sided election, the 
applicants for seats here being the only candidates, 
and they not receiving one-half of the votes cast at 
that election for Siate officers. Under these circum- 
stances, he thought they could not claim to represent 
the people of Mississippi. . He considered it a danger- 
ous precedent for this House to reverse the solemn 
decision of the House made atthe called session; 
but if that decision was reversed, he contended that 
the only mode of obtaining a fair expression of the 
people on the subject, was by sending the election 
back again to the people; because it was evident 
from the number of votes which Messrs. Prentiss 
and Word had received, that the decision of the 
House had had an influence on the election. 

Mr. BELL made a brief explanation in relation to 
a reference which he had made on Saturday last to 
agentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. CAMPBELL addressed the House briefly, 
in explanation of the votes he had given on this 
subject “heretofore, and announced his ; intention 
now to vòte tosend the whole subject back to the 
peoples. -> 3 

Mr: PARKER addressed the House briefly, in 

-favor of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Maryland to send back the whole matter to the 
people of Mississippi. When Mr. P. concluded, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a call of the House, 
and upon this motion asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were, yeas 196, nays 5. 

So the House determined that there should be a 
call of the House. ý 

The roll being called through by the Clerk, the 
doors were closed, the absentees called, and ex- 
cuse rendered for all except four members. 

Mr. HAYNES moved that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms request the attendance of those members, for 
whom no excuses had been offered, which was 
agreed to. 

‘Mr. CLOWNEY moved to suspend all further 
proceedings under the call. ` - 

“Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays — 

Mr. CLOWNEY then withdrew his motion to 
suspend, i 

Mr. REED moved to dispensè with all further 
proceedings. 5 i 

Mr. FOSTER called for the yeas and nays on 
this question. f 

Mr. REED. then withdrew the motion. 

The CHAIR then announced that as all the 
members were present who were not excused, all 
further proceedings under the call expired. 

Mr. CLOWNEY then addressed the House 
briefly, contending ‘that the election of July was 
void, and that the election of November was con- 
stitational and legal... Therefore, he must vote 
against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and in favor of admitting the.claimants 

- to seats on this floor. Š 

Mr. ROBERTSON withdrew his amendment; 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved an amend- 
ment, proposing to sirike out all after the word 
“that,” and insert a preamble which he seat to the 
Cuaig, setting forth that an election was held in 
November, and that Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were elected members tothe 25th Congress, and 
that they were entitled to seats on this floor. 

After some few remarks by Messrs. PICKENS, 


ADAMS, LEGARE, WISE, ROBERTSON, and 


McKAY, 

Mr. GARLAND withdrew his amendment. 

- Mr. CUSHMAN then called for the yeas and 
“nays on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. EWING and 
ADAMS, i 

The question was taken on Mr. HOWARD'S 
amendment, deslaring “that Messrs. Prentiss and 

Word are not entitled to seats in this House, as 
members of the 25th Congress,” and decided 
yeas 117, nays 117, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 


Rynya, Buchanan, Bynym, Gambreleng, John Campbell, | 
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Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chaney. Chapman, Citey,: John 


C. Clark, Jesse F. Cleveland 
nor, Craig, Crary, Cushman 
Duncan, Edwards, Farting 
ter, Fry, Gallup, Jamés:Gaz 
Gray, ifaley, Hammond, Hariiso kins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Holt, Howard, Hubley, W: H. Hunter, Iagham, T. B. Jackson, 
Jabez Jackson, J. Johnson: NeJones, J. -W Jones, Kemble, , 
Klingensmith, Legare. Leadbetter: Logan Loomis, James 
M. Mason, Marin, McKay; Robert “McClellan, Abraharn 
McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, No- 
bie, Owens, .Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pen- 
fiybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Zadock’ Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, 
Smith, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Par- 
ney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Albert 
Ss. White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, and Yell—1!7. 5 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Neman Alen John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell; William B. 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, Thomas 
Corwin, Robert B. Cranston, John W, Crockett, Edward Cur- 
tis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, FI 
more, Rice Garland, Goode, James- Graham, William Graham, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall’, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, R. M:, T) 
Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Jehnson, William Cost Johnson, 
Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson, Ma- 
son, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pation, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, 
Pope, Ports, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Ro- 
hertson, Rumsey, F 1, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine I 
Shepperd, Charles She Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanty, Stone, Stratton, i bompson, Tillinghast, To. 
land, Underwood, John White, Biisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 


Coles, Ienry. W. Con- 
8s. DeGraf, Dremgoole, 
d; Isaac. Fletcher, Fos- 
ck; Grantland, Grant, 


“Hams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Willams, Christopher If, 


Williams, Wise, and Yorke—117. 

The CHAIR voted in the affimative, so the 
amendment. was agreed to. a ` 

Mr. HOWARD then moved the amendment he 
liad before submitted, directing the Speaker to in- 
form the Governor of the decision of the House. 

Mr. WISE rose, and pronounced the decision of 
the House as unpreeedented, and declared that if 
he was the Governor of Mississippi, he would not 
otey the mandate of this House, and if he was 
one of the gentlemen who had been elected in No- 
venuber last, he would present himself to the CHAIR, 
and demand to be qualified. <3 

Mr. BOON rose and said that it. had not until 
very recently been his intention to do or say more, 
inthe settlement of the question then pending be- 
fore the House, than to. give ‘his silent vote. But, 
said Mr. B. when I see gentlemen. rise. in „their 


‘places upon this floor, and hear them declare, in 
a tone of arrogant 


self-confidence, that. all 
those who may differ ‘with them in opinion are 
mere tramplers under foot of the Constitution 
and the rights of the people, I feel myself called 
upon to express my utter contempt of him who 
would attempt to diciate to others. Sir, ‘I never 
will consent for any man, with or without a 
beard, to dictate to me what is the true meaning of 
the Constitution and laws of the land. Happily 
for the people of thisland of liberty, they are 
blessed with a Constitution which permits every 
individual who shall take an oath to its support, to 
construe it in a manner that will give peace and 
quiet to his own conscience and constitution, and 
to suit his or their own party purposes. Sir, why 
insult the intelligence of the. American people by 


.exclaiming against the influence of party here, 


when almost. every vote taken in ‘this House is 
so -highly seasoned with party? — 

Mr. B. said that he was pleased to hear the 
honorable member trem Tennessee (Mx. BELL) 
come out so honestly as he did on Saturday last, in 
his five minutes’ speech, which consumed the greater 
part of two hours in delivering it. That gentleman 
freely admitted the influence of party feeling; and 
never, Mr. Speaker, was there a stronger appeal 
made to party feelings than was made by the dis- 
tinguished gentieman from Tennessee. When this 
question shali be setiled by yeas and nays, then 
will the people of this country see whether the Con- 
stitution, or the monster party, hes bad most 
to do in the settlement of this question, And 
the pecple will sce, ico, whether or no there 
be any member of this House who shall not 
have represented the feelings of..those who sent 
him here. Sir, this House, at the called session 
solemnly adjudicated this.question; and with all the 
material facts in the case being then discussed and 
fully considered, it was declared, by a majority of 
this House, that Messrs. CLAIBORNE and Guotson 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
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Wow, sir, should this House reverse itsown solemn 
decision thus pronounced, what confidence can then 
be placed.by the American people in the decisions 
- made. by this -House? 
whatever. : 
Sir, the question which this House has just pass- 
`- ed-upon, is a question deeply involving party prin- 
ciples; and I am gratified that the question has been 
decided in accordance with my views and feelings. 
Mr. Prentiss, one of the contestants, then 
addressed the House at: some length, protesting 
against the decision of the House, so far as it was 
made, depriving the people of Mississippi of a re- 
presentation on this floor, replying to remarks of 
gentlemen made on former occasions, and declaring 
that, if he was spared life till, the next session of 
Congress, and he saw- any prospect of then having 
justice-done. the people cf Mississippi, he would 
again present himself, and see if he could not have 
this unconstitutional resolution rescinded, as the 
one was ‘which was adopted in September last. 
Mr. DAWSON moved ihat the House adjourn: 
lost. 
Mr. HOWARD'S amendment was then agreed 


J answer, none, sir; none 


to. 
The question then recurred on the resolution as 
amended. ia 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for a division of the 
question, soas to take the vote on the first part, 
rescinding the. resolution of September Jast; and on 
this part of the resolution he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 121, 
nays 113. 

So the first branch of the resolution was agreed 
to. 
The question was then taken on the second branch 
of the resolution, declaring “that Messrs. Prentiss 
and Word are not entitled to seats in this House, as 
members of the 25th Congress,” -and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 118, nays 116. 

The question was then taken on the third branch 
of the resolution, directing the Speaker to inform the 
Governor of Mississippi of the decision of the 
House, which was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 122, nays 88. : 

Mr. RHETT asked leave to present a resolution 
directing the Clerk to: pay Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word the same per diem and mileage which mem- 
bers of Congress receive. i 

Objection being made, — ` 

Ou motion of Mr. OWENS, 

The Houte adjourned: 


IN SENATE, 
~ Monpay, February 5, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a state- 
ment from the First Comptroller, in answer to the 
resolution of the-19th ultimo, requiring a list of ar- 
ticles of imported merchandise on which duties are 
assessed, with the rate of duty on each, together 
with a list of all articles that are imported duty 
free; which, 

. On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, containing a statement of 
the contracts:made by the Commissioners of the 
Navy for the year 1837: laid on the table, and or- 
dered: to be printed. j 

Mr. McKEAN presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, requesting their 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to vote 
for, and use their best exertions to obtain, the pas- 
sage of a law authorizing the construction of a 
Macadamized road from the. National road, at 
some suitable point west of the western base of the 
Laurel Hill, by way of the United States arsenal 
near Pittsburg: and the State arsenal at Meadville, 

. to the harbor of Erie, and appropriating a sufficient 
: cum of money out of the Treasury of the United 
“States for jts immediate commencement and speedy 
: tion? referred to the Cummittee on Roads 
, and ordered to be printed. 
€. also, presented the memorial of J. G. 
bers, and- the. memorial of Justus 
rs; of “Wyalusihg, in the State of 
praying Congress promptly to reject 


-andas such were admitted to seats on this floor. | g 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


all propositions for the annexation of Texas to thes 
Union, come from what source they may: laid on 


- the table. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the pstition of Joseph 
Home, praying for the payment of certain boun- 


- ties: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to bring in a bill providing for the occu- 
pation of the Columbia or. Oregon Territory. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two petitions 
from sundry citizens residing in New York and 
Vermont, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Robert 
Wilmer: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

Mr. WALKER introduced three petitions; one 
from the citizens of the Choctaw purchase of Mis- 
sissippi; one from the Citizens of Kemper county, 
Mississippi; one from the citizens of Kane county, 
State of Illinois; all praying the passage of a pre- 
emption law; and upon Mr. W’s motion, these pe- 
titions were ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Ohio, remonstrating against the an- 


nexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the table. | 


Mr. MORRIS also presented four petitions from 
citizens of the county of Riehland, Ohio, praying 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. The question as to 
receiving these petitions was laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted a resolution directing 
the Committee on Finance to inquire into the pro- 
priety of relinquishing the duties on certain chain 
cables, imported: into the United States by John 
E. May.’ . 3 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials, 
numerously signed by citizens of Pittsburg, calling 
the attention of Congress to the justice and necessi- 
ty of establishing a marine hospital at that place. 
The memorialists set forth, that from the geo- 
graphical position and extensive commerce of their 
city, they were fully justified in indulging the 
hope that their city would be selected as a site for 
one of the six hospitals, contemplated by the act 
of the 3d March, 1837; but to their surprise, 
and the grievous disappointment and astonish- 
ment of the thousands of navigators who throng 
their city, the. medical board appointed under 
that act, explored the river as high as Steuben- 
ville, without giving Pittsburg an examination. 
They protest against the proceedings of the 
medical board, and after setting forth the many 
advantages which recommend Pittsburg to the fa- 
vorable consideration of Congress, pray the enact- 
ment.of.a law toestablish a hospital of the first 
class for western boatsmen at the city of Pittsburg: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NORVELL presented two memorials from 
sundry citizens of Michigan, praying for an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
New Bufalo, and to build a light-house: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the’ Bal- 
timore and: Susquehanna railroad company, pray- 
ing that certain duties paid by them on railroad © 


iron be refunded: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 
Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of the trus- 


„tees of McDonough College, Ilinois, praying for 


a grant of lands in aid of the funds of that in- 
stitution: referred: to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office arid Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON. presented the petition of the 
widow of John Robertson, a soldier of the late war, 
praying the renewal of a bounty land warrant: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. TALLMADGE ‘presented the. petition of 
William: Weston; late major in the service of the 
United States, during the war with Great ‘Britain, 
praying for balance. of pay and emoluments al- 
jeged to be due him: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs... =s coo 0 oao : 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of John 


‘delayed for a short period, than: 
_Tisk,, by a. teo; hasty” legislation. 
< country ina. vast amount of cost; sach as, in’ 


Lacy, praying to be indemnified for losses’ sustain. 
ed by him, under a contract with the U 
which was referred to the Committee on' 
Mr. RUGGLES presented the petitions: 
Norwood and William Brier, praying’ ia 
for French spoliations prior to ‘the’ yea 
which was referred to the Committee's 
merce. i PER 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the petitio 
representatives of Captain Nathaniel G 
which was referred to the Committee on’ Clai! 
Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petiti 
the heirs of Captain John McCarty; which ‘was 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Ch 
- Mr. LINN submitted the following: resoluti 
which was considered and adopted: wee 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request. 
ed to furnish the Senate with the surveys of ‘plang 
and estimates for the improvement of the mouths of’: 
the Milwaukie, the Root, the Manitowac, the She: 
boyagan, and the Kewaunee rivers, and the Havre 


i 
18 


bay. í , 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub: 
lic Lands, to which was referred a resolution di- 
recting an inquiry into the expediency of granting 
certain lands to the Territory of Wisconsin, for 


_ the establishment of a University, reported “a bill’ 


granting two townships of land for that purpose. 
Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, intro- 

duced, upon Jeave, a bill authorizing the State.of 

Mississippi to invest the two per cent fund: 
Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, to which had been referred the bill from the 


House for the relief of the heirs of John Campbell, 
reported the same without amendment. ` 

Mr. CALHOUN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
cede the public lands within the . strict limits of the 
new States, on certain conditions; which was twice 
read and referred. : 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported without amendment the bill from 
the House for the relief of Thomas Griffin.: 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous: notice, 
and on leave, introduced the following. bills, which 
were severally twice read and referred: : > 

A bilt for the relief of James H. Ralston; - 

A bill for the reħef of Alfred Westfall; and: - 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks. rog 

The report from the Committee on Claims; un- 
favorable to the petition of John Good, was -con- 
sidered and concurred in. ; : : 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WILLIAMS 
on Friday, calling on the President. to communi 
cate, if not incompatible with the public-interest, 
copies of the correspondence: which has: taken. 
place between the Governments: of the United 
States, Great Britain, and the State of Maine, on - 


- the subject of the. Northeastern boundary, was cone - 


sidered and agreed to. Se i 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which the subject was referred by resolution 
of the Senate, reported a bill to establish a port 
of entry at Jersey City; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. : 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on:the:Libra- 
Ty, reported a joint resolution to provide: for the 
purchase and distribution of certain books for the 
use of the committee rooms; which was read, and 
ordered to.a second reading. : 

The bill for. the relief of the legal representatives 


.of John J. Bulow, deceased, which was laid on the 


table on Friday last, was then taken. up, the ques 
tion being on- its passage, when ees 
Mr. KING. opposed. it, on the ‘ground that it 
would be inexpedient to legislate upon an isolated 
case, before the proper and. authentic. report had: 
been made by. the regularly authorized agents‘ of 
the Government. He would go as far as åt : 
to do what was justin -the- matter, andito. 
such relief as might be done consistent with what 
was due to other interests; but until such report was 
made, he could not feel himself adthorized.ta-vole 
for that or any other bill-of a hke characters‘There 
might be: cases. of great individual hardship, and 
this probably. was; but: admit the fact: he-still 
thought it better-that an individual case shouldbe 
é should: ren: the 
EYS ring the 


one wide destruction of life and property; and that 
Florida, So far from the United States. troops 
g had possession “of the ‘estates’ leading to 
destruction, it was a well known fact that in 
Gases they were invited.to do'so for the pùr- 
Of protection, 7 6 y f 
-HUBBARD advocated the claim with much 


ple recognised by. the law. of 1816, but that the bill 
before them only asked to authorize'the Secretary 
‘of the Treasury to` take such evidence as would 
satisfy: him tat the claim was just, and came 
within the principle recognised in 1816; that was 
all the bill asked for,  ~ ` i ; 
_ Mr. NILES | thought it better to proceed with 
- great caution; the passage of the bill might-involve 
the, country: to an immense amount af- money: 
Mr. N; did not know whether savages had any 
C by which they recognised the laws of civilized 
P ir mode of warfare. He was inclined, 
however, to think it was distinct” in principle. 
In‘civilized. warfare private property was respected, 
unless in the- occupancy: of troops or used for mar- 
tial. purposes; then, in fact, theshield’ which tne 
custom of civilized nations threw over it was 
‘removed; and. when it fell into the hands. of an 
enemy, it was destroyed in consequence of that 
possession. Did the same principle pertain among 
» Savages? He-was inclined to think not. Their 
usual mode appeared to him to be indiscriminate 
Slaughter and indiscriminate destruction of pro- 
perty; private as well as public. In, this case, it 
was incumbent: to show that this property was 
destroyed in consequence of such occupation. He 
` thought the present case did not. come within the 
principle claimed for it by the Senator from New 
Hampshire. -The proof, he maintained, ought to 
istible before: any action was had on an 
ed case; involving so many important items for 
consideration; After the report was made by the 
Government commissioners, some principle might 
then. be settled on which Corigress-could act under- 
standingly onthe subject. 0° 0] 
no Me TIPTON he could show cases of a like 
characte 


Ee 


the’ No stern’ Territory, where the 
artes injured had never thought of asking for re- 
muineration, “He would: therefore move to lay the 
bill onthe table. 
; ‘HUBBARD expressed some surprise at the 
remarks of the gentleman, (Mr. ‘Tieron,) as he 
was off the committee when the bill was unani- 
mmously reported, and no objections made. 
“Mr. TIPTON- said he bhad never agreed to 
-the featares of the bill when in committee. 

“Mr. HUBBARD wished the motion withdrawn 
for a moment; but that not being acquiesced in, the 
monon to: lay the biton the table. prevailed. 
ras “INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

‘The Independent: Treasury bill. was then taken 
up,, the- amendment of ‘Mr. Rives being under 
consideration, 55. 0S : / 

Mye RIVES said he indulged the hope that, af- 
ter the failare of this measure in the ‘other branch 
‘of the National: Legislatiire, and the opinions so 


clearly manifested by the recent elections, that this 


‘subject’ woald not again have been pressed upon | 


the. consideration, of the Senate, but that the Com- 
“mittee con Finance. would have presented some 
schéme upon which the great interests of the coun- 
try might have harmonized .~ Mr. R, contended 
‘that this bill was a re-production of that of the last 
_gesšion, with additional deformity of. feature, cal- 
“eujated: to. increase the patronage of the Executive 


toa Fargreater extent, and with the same tendency: 


to create: disorder ahd-convulsion in the currency. 
Mr. R: spoke until: near 4 o°clock, and gave way 
toa motion. dj without having coneluded 


his argumen! 


“Phe Senate then adjourned. 
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zeal, declaring it to come clearly within the princi- || 


fore the Senate, that had oc-. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
ose Pourspay, February 6, 1838. . ; 
Mr. CARTER of: Tennessee, asked leave of the 


House to correct. an error, which appeared in the 
published list of the vote of last evening, on the 
| Mississippi election, in the “Globe.” 


He. was 
represenied as having voted in the affirmative for 
Mr. Howakrn’s amendment, buthe voted in the ne- 


gative, and it. was so recorded on. the Journal. 


Mr. C; asked the favor of the Globe reporters to 
make the correction. (The error occurred through 
inadvertency in transposing the names of Mr. 
Carrer of Maine, and Mr. Carrer of Tennessee.) 

The SEEAKER laid hefore the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, in obedience to the re- 
quirements of the act of March 2, 1803, transmit- 
ting abstracts of the general returns-of the militia 
of the United States, and of their arms, accoutre- 
ments and ammunition for the year 1837. . 
-On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, laid on the 
table. ` 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

‘WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill authorizing 
the ‘purchase of certain books for distribution 
among the members of the House of Representa- 
tives, according to the resolution of the 27th of 
January, 1838. ; 

Mr.C. explained, for the information of the 
Honse, the reason why the Committee of Ways 
and Means hadreported this bill. It was not with 
them a matter of choice, but of necessity. A rule 
of the House expressly prohibited any amend- 
ment being engrafted on an appropriation. bill, not 
previously authorized by law; and, therefore, nei- 
ther the committee, nor the House itself, had any 
power to insert an item in the bill to meet the ex- 
penses under the resolution for the books. For this 
reason, the committee had directed him to repert 
this bill. 

Mr: CAMBRELENG moved that the Commit- 
tec of Ways and Means be discharged from the 
further consideration of a commanication from the 
War Department, in relation to the purchase of 
lands at Key West, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs: concurred in. 

Mr. C. also moved the discharge of the same 
committee from the ‘further ‘consideration of a 
communication from the Treasury Department, 
in relation. to extra compensation to the packers in 
the General Land Office, and the reference of the 
same to the Committee on the Public Lands: con- 
curred in. 

Mr. POPE reported a- bill for the relief of Lewis 
H, Bates and William Lacon. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported abill for 
the relief of William Colt and William Donaidson. 

Mr, WHITTLESEY also reported, with an 
amendment, Senate vill for the relief of David 
Stone. 

Mr. CHAMBERS reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Michael Fenwick, 
deceased. 

Mr. RUSSEL made a report zgainst the petition 
of Hiram McElroy, executor of Edward Wilet, 
deceased. 

PUBLIC LANDS. ; 
Mr. BOON reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands. 

[The amendment was to the effect of excluding 
the Miami reservation from the operation of the 
bill. 

Mr. LINCOLN obtained leave to lay on the 

table, and have printed, an amendment he intended 

to submit when the bill came up for consideration. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOULDIN reported a bill for the continu- 
ance for four years after the expiration of the pre- 
sent charter of the Union Bank of Georgetown. 

JUDICIARY. 9 
~ Mr. CORWIN reported Senate bill, with amend- 
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ments, to change the: times of holding ‘the circuit 
courts of the United States in.the seventh circuit. 

. The amendments were to add the “district;” and 
to, provide that the courts should -be held at the 
seats of Government in Ohio, Michigan, ‘and In- 
diana. : ee i 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the farther conside- 
ration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. TOUCEY made a report against the-peti- 
tion of Timothy Guard. EIR GAL a ON gg 

Mr, THOMAS made a report against: the peti- 
tion of Thomas Atkinson. i f 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on the Judiciaty to 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States: held at Lewisburg, 
in the State of Virginia, and that the memorial 
against the abolishing that court, now lying on the 
table, be recommitted to that committee: concur- 
red in. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 

Mr. CRAIG made unfavorable reports on the 
petition of Isaac McCammant and John Snow. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG. made a report against 
the petitions of Gen. James Hogan and Jonas Bart- 


elt. , 
1 Mr. PARMENTER reported a bill for the relief 
of Henry Hunt. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill.to revive an.act 
to enable claimants to land within the limits of the 
State of Misscuri and Territory of Arkansas, to 
institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
claims, approved the 26th of May, 1824, and the 
act reviving the same, approved the 24th of May, 
1328. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Mr. PARKER reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to authorize the Secretary of War to 
adjust and allow the claim of Benjamin Murphy 
of Arkansas, the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, 
taken by. the Cherokee Indians, in December, 
1828, without amendment. i 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. > . 

Mr. INGHAM reported a. bill for the relief of 
Nicholas Verplast. 

Also, a bill for the payment of certain pensions 
heretefore paid ontof the privateer pension fund, 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Mr. LEGARE reported a bill for the relief of 
John Randolph Clay. ; ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made a report against: the 
petition of George W., Biscoe. oe 

: TERRITORIES. i 5° 
Mr. BRONSON reported a bill to. divide the 


l Territory of Wisconsin, and:to: establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Towa. oniar oe 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS a ai ec 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill-authorizing the 
Secretary of War to allow compensation to penis 
sion agents. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
others. : 

Mr. BOND reported a bill for the relief of Asahel 
Kingsbury. E 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH reported.a bill for the 
relief of -Erastus Pierson. Pais 

Also, a bill for the reliéf of William Andrews.of 
the State of New York. VE lite sake : 

Also, against: the- petitions of: Wm- L. Marcy 
and others, of- Albany, in behalf-of Revolutionary 
pensioners, George Cook and Hannah Newton, > 

Mr. JOHNSON of » Virginia. made.a report 
against the petition of Darius Dewey, =- 5 

Mr. CHILDS made a report against the- petition 
of Betsey Newton. : m 

7 INVALID. PENSIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR made a report against the peti- 
tion of John Thompson. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a 
Benjamin McCulloch. -- 

Mr. M. also made a report against the petitions 
of Wiliam Warden, Benjamin Southard, and 
Jacob Miller, i i 


Of for the relief of 


C 


is 


Mr. H ALLEN made a report against the. peti- 
tions ot Isaäc Cummings and Daniel Palmer. 

Mr. HEROD made a report against the-petitions 
of Wiig. Marryott, Jeremiah A. Winney, and 
Bela Sprague. hs 


Mr. STANLY made a report against the peti- 
tions of Joseph Larrabee, Thomas: Morgan, and 
Asa Derrington. ; f ‘ 

Mr. PLUMER made a report against the peti- 
tious of Zebedee Smith, Eber Holden, John Man- 
ning, and Charles Carter. 

. ROADS AND CANALS. 

When this committee was called, 

_ Mr. GRANT asked leave to submit a motion to 
print 5000 extra copies of the report in relation to 
the construction of aship canal round the falls of 
Niagara, but it was objected to. 

: SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the select committee, on 
the memorial of Boyd Reily, reported a bill to 
purchase and use the apparatus inverited and pa- 
tented by Boyd Reilly, for applying gas or vapor to 
the human body in the naval and military service 
in the hospitals and in the penitentiaries of the 
United States. 

LIBRARY. 

Mr. PATTON moved that the joint Committee 
on the Library be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution of the House directing 

„that committee to inquire into the expediency of 
purchasing the series of portraits of the first five 
Presidents of the United States, painted by the 
late Gilbert Stuart, for the purpose of having 
them preserved either in the Capitol or the Exect- 
tive mansion, and that the same be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he was. aware, when 
he offered the resolution, that it did not strictly 
pertain to the jurisdiction of any one of the stand- 
ing committees of the House. He had no objec- 
tion to have the Committee on the Library dis- 
charged from its consideration, but hoped it would 
be referred to a select committee. It was contrary 
to his usual course in the House to make such a 
request; but he was induced to do it in this instance, 
from a conviction that on investigation it would be 
found that no more appropriate ornament could be 
placed in the Executive mansion than these admi- 
rable portraits of onr early Presidents, from the 
pencil of so eminent an American artist. 

The question being put, the Committee on the 
Library was discharged, and the subject was re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

. AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, submitted a resolution, 
providing that there be added to the standing rules 
and orders of the House, a rule that all the States 
and Territoriés shall be called for resolutions at 
least once a month during each session. ` Those 
giving rise to debate lying over as under the opera- 
tion of the present rules, | : 

Mr. MERCER was in favor of the resolution, 
put had doubts about its infrequency. He should 
prefer its operation ‘to be made once a fortnight. 

Mr. BELL had no objection to such a modifica- 
tion. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
extend it to once a week. 

Mr. BOON was understood to advocate twice a 
month. 

Mr. REED was in favor of oncea fortnight. 

Mr. BELL thought that would, perhaps, meet 
the general sense of the House. 

Mr. WILLLAMS was willing to accept once a 
fortnight, if he failed in getting it once a week. 

Mr. BELL thought it better to make it once a 
fortnight—say the second and fourth Tuesday in 
each month. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS’S amendment was then disa- 
greed to withouta division. i 

Mr. BELL then modified his resolution, by mak- 
ing the days for calling for resolutions the sec. nd 
and fourth Tuesdays in cach, and_ varying ihe 
phraseology of the other parts accordingly. , 

-Mr. HAYNES said it seemed to him that it 
wou'd be better to make it every alternate petition 
day, Mondays. He suggested to the mover 59 to 
modify.it.” oe A : 

Mr.’ BELL would. be willing to do so if he 
thought it would be acceptable to the House, for 


| 


he-considered: ita. gi 


rlevance -ihat-ene out 
fonr public business days should be occupied i 
eviving petitions, 90 0 0 A L A 

Mr. HAYNES. 
some extent, but if th 


Geor; 


the resolution. : f : 

Mr. BRONSON said, if he. apprehended the ef- 
fect of the amendment, it would he to prevent them 
from presenting’ petitions cflener than once a lort- 
night. This, he thought, would be restricting the 
right of petition rather too much; for even now, 
when one day in every week was open, not one pe- 
tition in ten could be presented by those charged 
with them. y 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sajd that, whatever dis- 
position the House might make of this new rule, 
which he thought a very proper one, he hoped they 
would not entrench farther upon the four days al- 
lowed to the business of the nation, They had 
amended the rules, upon a number of occasions, 
for the last ten years, until, at length, they had cut 
down the time for public business to four days only 
in cach week, and the consequence was, that the 
session had been prolonged at least six weeks be- 
yond what would otherwise have been necessary. 
He protested against taking one more day from 
the business of the country, for it would add an- 
other month to the session, 

Mr HAYNES'’S amendment was then agreed 
to, 84 to 53. 

The resolution, asaménded, was then agreed to, 
by a vote of two-thirds, and ordered to be aded to 
the standing rules of the House, in the following 
words: 

“ All the States and Territories shall be called on 
each alternate Mondays for resolutions during each 
session of Congress, and, if necessary to secure this 
object on said days, all resolutions which shall give 
rise to debate shall lie over for discussion under the 
rules of the House already established; and the 
whole of said day shall be appropriated to resojn- 
tions until all the States and Territories are call 


through.” 
MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

Mr, RHETT asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word the same compensation 
per diem and mileage that Is allowed to members 
of Congress, computing the per diem from the day 
of presenting their claim to scats in this House, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina objecting — 

Mr. RHETT moved a suspension of the rule; 
which was agreed to—ayes 100, noes not counted, 

And the question being on agreeing to the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. CONNOR of North Carolina, and Mr. 
GRIFFIN of South Carolina, simultaneously rose 
and called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, said that no gen- 
teman in that House could be more willing than 
he that the gentlemen named in the resolution 
should, if it were proper, be allowed their expenses, 
as proposed; for he was one of those who believed 
that they were justly ented to the seats which 
they had been denied on this floor, having been Je- 
gaily and constitutionally elected. Lut he also 
held that this House had an indisputable right to 
dneide on the election and qualification of its own 
members; and the House had decided that. Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word were not members of this body, 
or Representatives from the State of Mississippi. 
If not, what right could the House possess to allow 
them their per diem and travelling expenses? He 
could not see that such a measure was justified by 
the Constitution. The Constitalion was nota mere 
promissive instrament; it spoke that it might cum- 
mand, and commanded that it might be obeyed, 
Mc. D. here read from the Gih section of the first 
article of the Constitution: “The Senaters and Re- 
presentatives shall receive a compensation for their 


services, ly Le ascertained bylaw, and paid out of 


the Treasury of the United States,” Wht was a 
Representative, in the sense of this passage? Ong 


sW 
a ; E ~ jf-been so recognised, were no 
True, it was a grievance to 
ed another day. 


who-had: beeu-recosnt 
Representatives 


Gales 


ch by the House of 

nilemen: bad. not 
| ol therefore Represen ta~ 
tives, and_could-not rightfully receive pay.as such. 
. Mc. WISE observed ‘that this was the resolution 
which the gentleman, from South Carolina had at- 


| tempted to offer yesterday, ‘and which he had given 


notice that he should asje leave to ‘offer this day. 


Mre W. was ‘proud and happy in being authorized 


by Mr. Prentiss to-sayy in. behalf of himself and his 
colleague, to this House and to-the people of Mis- 
sisstppi, that the claims of the people of Mississippi 
havin been refased by that Hlonse, and her just 
and constitational representation denied to her, he 
eouli not consent to have fis awn personal claims 
either recognised .or refused as distinct from hers; 
and he therefore declared, proudly, that he would 
not touch a dollar of his pay until the rights of the 
State of Mississippi should be recognised. Mr. W, 
said, however, that, notwithstnnding this honora- 
ble disclaimer on the part of that gentleman, he 
should still vate to allow the pay. And why? Be- 
canse, according to Mr. W's view of the case, that 
gentleman was, according to both the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and the laws of Missis- 
sippi, at that moment, in every thing save the 
oath of office, as much a member of that House as 
Mr. W. was. If he believed. otherwise he never 
would vote for this resolution, On that point he 
extirely agreed with the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Dawson;) but, under his own views of the 
case, he should vote the pay. The gentleman from 
Mississippi mightaccept of it, or not, ashe pleased. 
He repeated, however, that gentleman's own de- 
elaration, that he was too prond to touch the pay 
whhour discharging the duties of a member. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to understand from the 
gentleman from Georgia how it was that he consi- 
dered the principles he had laid down as applicable 
to Messrs, Gaonson and Cratmorsie, and not to 
Messrs, Prentiss and Waid? . ~ 

Mr. DAWSON explained, (though in so low a 
voice as scarce to be heard by the reporter.) He 
was nnderstond to say that Messrs. Gionson and 
Ciamorxe had been sworn, and bad been pro- 
nounced by a vote of the [louse duly elected; and 
as he held the ]Toase to have the sole right of judg- 
ma respecting the election and qualification of its 
own members, be felt bound to submit to its deci- 
sien, and therefore to recognise Messrs. Gaoison 
and Cisigorne entitled to their pay, white the other 
gentlemen were not, being, in both respects, in 
precisely opposite circumstances. 

Mr. ADAMS, Ido not understand the force of 
this distinction, “Messrs, Grorson and CLAIBORNE 
were sworn, under a decision of the House, de- 
claring them duly elected, which decision has since 
been prononnced unconstitational, null, and void, 
and has been rescinded as such. On what ground, 
then, is it, that they are to be considered as entitled 
to their compensation and indemnity, while the 
same is to be withheld from those who come here 
with real credentials, which they produce, and which 
are duly authenticated by the Governor and the 
broad seal of the State, but who were denied their 
seats im he House by a majority of one? On what 
prineiple this distinction can be made, I confess { 
am not able to comprehend. The substance-of the 
argument sels a decision of this House over both 
the Constitution and laws of the Jand; and that is 
precisely the ground on which I hold, and always 
have held, the resolution of this House of the 3d 
of October, as nulland void, and ia which I hold 
the resolution: adopted last night to be equally so. 
They are beth utterly unconstitutional, nul, and 
void, and are in no wise binding on the people of 
Mississippi, or of any other portion of the-U.States. 

itis not by virtue of any express law that gentle- 
men taking their seats here are entitled to compen- 
sahon and indenmity. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia dees not contend that there is any necessity, 
under law, to pay them as if they had’ been duly 
elected; and yet, though there is no law for that, he 
thinks it is proper to allow those who, as he admits, 
were not duly elected, their pay and mileage, while 
he holds it not proper to allow it to those who were 
duly elected, and why? Because the one set-of. gen- 
temen were recognised by -a vote afterwards re- 
seinded, and the oher set were rejected by a majos 
rity of one vote, i : 


Mr. Wise. Of half a vote. “(A laugh.) 
MEA. I have -no disposition to contest the 
right of Messrs: “Guotsonw and Craiporne to ré- 
present the people of Mississippi for the whole of 
the Twenty-fifth Congress, when’ not one of the 
-people of Mississippi voted for them with any 
such intention. Nor do I object to'their receiving 
their pay. I desire not to be understood as ob. 


jecting, in the slightest manner, to their receiving - 


their full pay. to the last cent.” But I call ‘upon 
this House (if I am to call in vain upon the gentle- 
man from Georgia) to point out the distinction on 
which these’ individuals shall receive it, and the 
others not, who, I say, are as legally the represen- 
tatives in this House of the State of Mississippi, 
as I am a representative of the State of Massachu- 
setts, with this simple difference, that I was admit- 
ted without the production or exhibition of any 
credentials at all, and these gentlemen did produce 
and exhibit full credentials, in due and authentic 
form. The gentleman, itis plain, rests on the de- 
cision of this House: that is, upon the election, by 
this House, of persons to represent the people of 
Mississippi; and I understand the gentleman, 
(though he did not now say go in express words, ) 
from the tenor of his argument when this question 
was under discussion before, that the House, being 
the judge of the election qualification and returns 
of its own members, possesses an unlimited, un- 
qualified, unbounded power to admit whom it 
pleases within these walls, whether elected by the 
people of a State or not. 

[The Cna here interposed, and reminded Mr. 
Apams that the question having been decided yes- 
terday, was not now open to debate; and that it 
would not be in order to answer, now, arguments 
which were urged then.} 

_ Mr. A. resumed. Suppose, then, that the gentle- 
man from Georgia’ has: given as his reason for 
opposing this resolution that the House has power 
to decide as it pleases, and having decided for 
Messrs., GHotson and CLAIBORNE, they are entided 
to their pay, while those who were daly elected, 
but excluded by the Flouse, are not eutitied. I 
suppose that he holds that until the decision of the 


3d of October was rescinded, it was binding’ on . 


every man, woman and child in Mississippi and in 
the United States, I hold the reverse. 

[Here the CHarr again interposed, and reminded 
Mr. A. as before, that this question was not now 
open to argument. }- 

Mr. A. Well, £ will endeavor to keep within 
the pale of ordet as well.as I can. I ask, why are 
not Messrs. Prentiss and Word entitled to their 
pay? , The gentleman from Georgia says because 
by a decision of the House they have not been re- 
ceived as members, while the others have. 

Mr. DAWSON here again explained. Under 


the Constiiution members alone were to receive 
compensation: the House had declared Messrs. 
Prentiss and Worn not to be members, and there- 
fore he could not vote to pay them. 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, I still understand that he 
adheres to the decision of this House, admitting 
Messrs? GuoLson and’ Ciarmornr, as the reason 


‘has pronounced’ not to. 
“the State of Mississippi. 


LOBE. 


Mr. BOULDIN said he shoild:vote to pay. both 
parties. . Whose rights, he asked, were ‘in contro- 
versy? The rights of the people of the United 
States, and especially of the State of Mississippi- 
At whose expense was this question to be contested? 


‘Surely at the expense of the people. If the ques- 


tion was of so doubtful a complexion that it was 
decided but by a majority of one vote, and the peo- 
ple were contending for their rights, (they asked no 
more) the expense of testing cae rights ought to 
be paid for at the expense of the contenders, namely, 
the peuple. Through whom could they contend, 
if not through the candidates for seats here? But if 
these candidates were to be saddled with their own 
expenses, who would be found willing to run the 
risk? Some gentlemen had asked, was the House 
to pay the expenses of any persons that chose to 
come here, and claim a seat? Certainly not. But 
here was a case where the claims were so fair on 
both sides, and so evenly balanced, that the matter 
was decided by a bare majority of one, (or, as his 
colleague said, half aone.) As to the pride of the 
gentlemen from Mississippi, Mr. B. trusted in God 
that none of the parties would have any pride 
about the matter, save in contending for the rights 
of the people of Mississippi. But, pride or no 
pride, he hoped they would be paid. One set of 
claimants certainly had the form, but it was jast as 
clear to him that the other set had the substance. 
‘His vote had gone for the substance. But he would 
never vote to compel them to pay their own ex- 
penses., 

Mr. WISE here offered an amendmént pro- 
viding that Congress should pay the people of Mis- 
sissippi the expenses of an clection which had been 
caused by the error of that House. 

He then, to prevent misunderstanding, and ob- 
viate the idea that he meant to be ill-natured to the 
Speaker, explained what he bad meant by saying 
that the question last nigbt had been decided by 
“half a vote.” He had alluded, not to the Speak- 
er, but to the Representative from Arkansas, (Mr 
Yeur,) whose claim to a seat stood on precisciy 
the same ground wi h that of these claimants, H 
avas-a striking fact that the vote had been brought 
J0-a tie by the vote of the member from Arkansas, 
who, in the very act of trying the question of Pren- 
tiss and Word, disqualified himself, He took one 
step on land and the very next into the water: bis 
own vote went to exclude himself; and yet it was 
that vote which made the tie, and enabled the 
Speaker to give the casting vote. Deduct this vote, 
and Messrs. Prentiss and Word were entided to 
their seats at this moment. Mr, W. did not im- 
pugn the right of the gentleman from Arkansas, or 
mean in the least to reflect upon him. According 
to that gentleman’s explanation of the matier, he 
had aright to his seat; but according to the princi- 
ple of the decision of the House, he Had not, and 
ought now to be wending his way back to Arkan- 
sas, in company with Messrs. Prentiss asd Word. 

Mr. W. said the House was taking advantage 
of its own wrong if it rejected the resolution. And 
as to the amendment, certainly the State of Mis- 
sissippi had had enough in paying fortwo elections 


already; as the House had now forced her intoa 


third, the House ought to pay her for it. 

The Crain decided that the amendment was a 
distinct and substantive proposition, and did not 
adhere to the resolution; it was therefore, as an 
amendment, out of order. 

Mr. WISE said he should not insist. He had 
supposed it to be in pari materi, a part of the res 
geste of this remarkable affair. 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, alluding to the 
amount of time already consumed by the debate, 
moved the previous question. 

The motion was sustained by the House—ayes 
71, noes 61. 

The previous question was then put, and carried, 
and the question on the resolution decided by yeas 
and nays, as follows: yeas 136, nays 41. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Speaker was re- 
quested to appoiat a member of thal committee, vice 
Mr. CLAIBORNE. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
The orders of the. day -being announced, Mr. 


EVANS said there was an Executive communica-. 


# 


„States in his Message 


of Maine by: the ‘British authorities; whichhad been - 


‘postponed, some days ago, and “had ‘not yet’ been 
-acted upon. ` Hé would not, at so late an: hour: of 


the day, ask for its.consideration, but gave notice 


that to-morrow, at-1 o'clock, when it would: bein- 


order, and would have precedence in the: orders of 
the day, he should move-for its consideration. 
WESTERN TERRITORY: OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to: take üp and refer-an 
Executive message, on the. tabte of. the. House, 
giving information concerning the extreme western. 
territory of the United States. © Mr. C. said that 
Great Britain was, at the present moment, pursu- 
ing, or at least permitting, a series of gross en-. 
croachments on that part of the territory. of the 
United States; encroachments flagrant, palpable, 
monstrous, which it was-time the whole nation 
should understand. ` ` 

The message was accordingly taken up, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. : 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the’Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Howarp in the Chair, and, 
on motion of Mr. C. took up and considered the 
“bill making appropriations for the Revolutionary 


_and other pensioners of the United States for the 


year 1838.” 

Mr. Campretenc made a brief explanation of 
the reason of the increase of $500,000 in this bill 
over that last year, owing to the addition of 1,300 
hundred new pensioners. After being amended in 
in one of its provisions, it was laid aside to be re- 
ported. , 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee then took up the “bill making appropria- 
lions for the civil and diplomatie expenses of the 
Government for the yeur 1838,” and the same 
having been read through by the Cleri, was taken. 
up by sections. 

On motion of Mr. SHEPPERD, the following 
item was stricken out. : 


Hor the discharge of such, miscellaneous claims . 


against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall be admitted-in due conrse of settle- 
ment at the Treasury, twelve thousand dollars. 

When the appropriations for the salaries of cer- 
tain foreign ministers were read, 

Mr. EVERETT said the bill, contained no ap- 
propriation forthe salary of a minister to Mexico. 
He asked whether the appropriation of $18,000 of 
the last session for that mission remained unex- 
pended; if expended, we should wish an appropri- 
ation made now. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that the appropri- + 


ation was unexpended, and would be applicable to 
the object for two years. 

When the clause in relation to the salaries of 
public ministers was read, 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know if. the appoint- 
ments of ministers to Prussia and Austria had been 
filled up, or if it was in contemplation to do so, be- 
cause, if not, it would be needless to make the ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had been informed, though 
he knew nothing certain about it, that such ap- 
pointments were, or one of them was, in contem- 
plation. wot 

After some farther conversation in relation to 
some of the other items of the bill, the committee 
rose and reported tne first bill to the House; when, 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

Turspay, February 6, 1838. 
TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS OF INSTRUCTION. 
Mr. GRUNDY rose and remarked, that he had 

risen to present to the Senate a preamble and reso- 
lutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Tennessee. By one of these resolutions, 
the Senators are. positively instructed, and the 
representatives in Congress fron? the State are 
requested, “to vote against any law which may 
propose to enforce the Sub-Treasury system of 
finance recommended wee President of the United. 

3 4 Congress of the 4th day of 
September last.” 


tion on the table, relative tothe Northeastern boun 
‘dary, and the arrest and imprisonment of-a- citizen 


aaa 
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© Mr. Gi consideréd the bill reported ‘by the Fi- 


mance Committee, and now under discussion “in: 


this body, as embraced by this resolution; and, be- 
lieving,; as he had always done, and still-did, in the 
right of instruction by State Legislatures to their 
Senators in Congress, he felt no. difficulty in de- 
claring he should comply with the ‘instructions in 
good faith, by voting against the bill in all its 


stages. As to questions which may arise in the’ 


progress of the bill, he should, without advising 
with or consulting any one, give such votes as in 
his judgment ought to be given by a fair and hono- 
rable opponent of the measure. 

Mr. G. further remarked, that he should lose no 


time’ in informing the members of the General. 


Assembly of Tennessee of the course of condiet 

adopted by him on this subject. . 
He then moved that the preamble and resolutions 

shotld be read, laid upon the table, and printed. 

The resolutions were then read; after which they 
were laid on the table, and ordered to he printed. 
` The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting an abstract of the 
general returns of the militia of the United States, 
together with a statement of their arms, equip- 
ments and munitions’ of War: referred to the 
Committee on the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 

‘The CHAIR also commanicated a report from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in answer to 
the resolution of the Lith ult. in relation to the In- 
dian boundary, referred to in the act authorizing 
the people of Missouri to form a State Governs 
ment; which, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Rich- 
ard B. Mason, praying indemnity for the non-per- 
formance of a contract with him by the Commis- 
sioners: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs. 

Mr. MERRICK also presented the petition of 
R. C. Hardesty, postmaster at » Anne Arun- 
del county, Md. praying to be compensated for ex- 
tra services: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN presented memorials from snn- 
dry citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the esta. 
blishment of a marine hospital at that place; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials 
from the citizens of Pittsburg, of the same charac- 
ter, which were similarly referred, 

Mr. KING presented the joint memorial of the 
two Houses of the General. Assembly of the State 
of Alabama, asking Congress to pass a pre-emp- 
tion law; a law graduating the price of the public 
lands; a law authorizing the relinquishment of the 
16th section of land granted for the’ use of schools, 
where they may, be unproductive, and the location 
of other lands'in lieu thereof; and a Jaw to cede 
he refuse lands to the States in which they lie: re- 
ferred to the Committee.on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to move that the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the re- 
solution of the Senate, calling for information re- 
specting the amount of the public moneys in the 
Commonwealth Bank, at Boston, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

In this report, said Mr. Wensrer, the Secretary 
says that no instructions were ever given by the 
Treasury Departinent to tender tank notes of any 
denomination to public creditors or officers; and he 
says, at the same time, that it was impracticable 
to pay allthe public creditors, especially on the 
seaboard, in specie, as sufficient could not be col- 
lected: ‘The law, therefore, has been plainly one 
way, and the practice the other. The act of Con- 
gress says no bills not eqttivalent to specie shall be 
offered in payment; and I commend this report to 
the particular and carefi ul perusal of those who 
suppose they can maintain a specie currency lor 
Goveroment, while they suffer the general paper 
currency of the'cbuntry to be depreciated. In my 
opinion, the state of things detailed in this report is 
a correct sample, or a foretaste cf what we shall 
experience, on a large scale, when the Sab-Trea- 
sury bill shall have become law, and a nominal 
gnecia enrrency, for reyenue purposes, shall have 


z is precise and positives 


been established. Alth 


shall pay all public ¢ 
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yet the Secretary 
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banks or the merchants; 
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vernment nor the merchants can get the specie out. 
Dues to Governament, therefore, will not be receiv- 
ed in specie, and dues from Government will not 
be paid in specie. On the other hand, if the banks 
maintain their credit, and redeem their notes in 
specie on demand, an exclusive Specie currency 
will be useless and unnecessary. The result of all 
will be, that an exclusive ‘specie currency will be 
always either annecessary or impracticable. Yi 
will be a superfluity or an impossibility. 

The following sums of public money appear, by 
the Secretary's report, to be now in deposite in that 
bank: 

Ist. The sum standing to the credit of 


the Treasurer of the United States ~ $39,639 
2d. Sum reported as standing tò the 
credit of the collector -~ - - 65,941 
3d. Amounts to the credit of the late 
pension agency - ~ - ~ 154,848 - 
4th. Amonnt standing to the credit of 
the commissioners for building the cns- 
tom-hause - - ~ - 70,000 
5th. Amount tò the credit of Major 
Craig, Ordnance Department -~ - 1,119 
6th. Amount to credit of the Post Of 
fice Departinent ~ - - - 7,044 
Tih. Amount to the ‘credit of the Pay- 
master General - - - S46 
Making a total of - - $339,537 


The Secretary represents these deposites to have 
been maile, generally, before the suspension of 
specie payments; bat that $150,000 was received 
by the bank in October and December last, on 
drafts which had been issued by the Treasury in 
favor of the bank before the suspension, No 
money has been directed to be deposited in the 
bank since the suspension. It is not stated what’ 
security exists for the payment of this large sum, 
or what is the chance of its payment. 

As to the manner in which the bank paid pen- 
sions aud bounties, I find attached to the report a 
letter from the President of the bank, in which he 
says, that “in all cases were the bills of this bank, 
or any other bank, have been paid by this bank:to 
pensioners, or their attorneys, they were volanta- 
rily received by them!?? The nature of these vol- 
untary receipts of payments, in depreciated paper, 
has been sufficiently shown by the letter and the 
affidavit which l have laid before the Senate. The 
affidavit seems not to be deficient in facts. 

The statement is— 

T, Asa Pickering. of Bethagham, in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetie, sesiding at present in Boston, asa member of 
the Legislature, on oath do declare and say: That, on the third 
day of October now last past, Tealled at the ollre of the Pension 
Agent nthe city of Boston, to receive a penmon due to my fa- 
ther, Benjamin Pickering, ior Revolutionary services He al 
ready had on hand a quantity of the billy of de Commonwealth 
Bank, and instructed me to procure other money, if possible. T 
called, and was requested to step inio aroom to make the ne- 
Ceswary affidavit, for which F was charged, aint paid in specie, 
tweaty-tive cents. } then received a check for sixty-three 
dollars, axt was directed to present the cheek at the oppoeite 
nuwer, 1 did so, and had tendered to ine a fifty dollar bitt of 
the Commonwealth Bank; alvo a tenenda three dollar bili of 
the same bank. F declined recei them, and stated that I 


waned acmething better. [told then: atleast } wanted a lide | 


specie, | should hke the thirteen dollars in specie. They told 
me I must take that or nothieg, F asked them for the ten or 
the three in specie: both were refused, F then asked at leant 
for the twemy-five cents in specie waich I had Jst paid, and it 
was refused. Ethen read ane af their- bills to them, and asked 
ifthey would pay old Revohitioners in nehing Duties. I wag 
obliged to take their bills, contrary 10 °my Wishes and instruc- 
tions. ASA PICKERING. 
This too, isa fair specimen of what, will happen 
hereafter, when we shall have, nominally, a- sys- 
tem of exclusive specie payments and receipts, 


; vent by him to the Senate, 


But, sir, there is another important matter dis- 


closed in this report, tò which T wish to- call the at- 
tention of the Senate. : 

{tis known that during the existence of the Bank 
of the United States, the United States pensions 
were paid by that bank, without cost or charge, 
and as the bank was a safe depository, no losses 
happened to Government orto individuals, 

When the bank charter’ expired, ‘Congress ‘was 
called on to make some other provision for paying. 
pensions, and the act of April 20, 1836, ‘was 
passed. That act provides that, in future, pay- 
ments of pensions shall be made by such” persons 
or corporations, as the Secretary of War may die 
rech, “but no compensation or allowance shall be 
made to such persons or corporations for taking 
such payments, withoat authority of Jaw.” ; 

This act was passed under that clause of the 
Gonstitution which authorizes Congress, by law, to 
vest the appointment of such inferior Officer as 
they think proper, in the Heads of Departments, 

Under this law the Secretary of War appointed 
these officers, and a list of them has been recently 
It will appear from the 
report fram the War Department that, like other 
disbursing oflicers, they have been called on to give 
official bonds; and there is no manner of doubt 
that, to all intents and purposes, - they are officers 
under the Government of the United States. 

Butnow to their pay. The act. of April 20, 
1836, creating the: office and providing for the ap- 
pointment of the officer, declares, as I have alrea- 
dy said, that no allowance or compensation shall 
be made to them, without authority of law. Now 
Congress has passed no further Jaw on the subject, 
and yet how stands the matter of their pay? 

It will be remembered that, in 1834, the Presi- 
dent, or Secretary of War, before the bank charter 
expited, undertook to transfer the ‘pension funds 
from the Bank of the United States to the deposite 
banks; and on that occasion, those deposite banks 
were toid, as will be seen by this report, that, in 


“consideration of the benefits which they would de- 


rive from the deposites, no commission or salary 
would be allowed. A 
The same course was adopted after the act of 

1836 passed; so that, from that time to the present, 
pension agents, appointed by the Secretary of 
War, vet their pay by the use of the Government 
funds their hands. And I find, by inquiry at the 
proper source, that the general rule is, to advance 
the necessary funds six months before they Will ve 
needed; so that the agent has the use of the money 
for that period; and when the time comes. for pay- 
ing it to the pensioners, he paysit, and immediately 
receives: from the Treasury an advance for the 
next six months, So that he has, the whole year 
round, the use ofa sum of morey equal to one- 
half the whole annual amount’ of pensions paid at 
his office. oo oe 

_ For instance, the whole annual amount of pen- 
sions, paid at Boston, is taree hundred and twent 
thousand dollars, or’ thereabouts. One-half this 
sum is one hundrel. and sixty thousand dollars; 
and the agent, as his compensauon for paying the 


sions, actually enjoys thé use’ of this sum_ the. 
iid ea ae ent a 
pose the use of ithe money to be-worth: six 
; percent. per annum, the compénsation ‘thus made | 
to the pension agent in Boston is more. than nine 
thousand dollars...” , te ee ee 
=o Boin New Mampshire, where there are two pen- 
sion agencies, one at Portsmouth, and one at Con- 
cord. At the Portsmouth agency, thirty-three thou- 
sand dollars, or thereabouts, is annually paid out. 
‘The agent, therefore, has usually on hand the one- 
half of this sam, say’ fificen thousand five hundred 
‘dollars, the interest of which would be near a thou: i} k 


sand. dollars. f À f 
“Atthe Concord pension office, the amount of 
annual. payments is sixty six thousand dollars. 
One-half.of this sam bemg usually ca hand, the 
agent receives, for discharging the duties of his 
office, the use of that 6ne-half; say of thirty-lhree 
faousand, dollars, which, at the rate of six per 
` cent, per annum, amounts to niaeteen hundred, or 
two thousand dollars. These sums are taken from 
official statements, and I believe are correct; and 
the other general facts obtained from, authentic 
sources. Metis tise 
It will probably. strike the, Senate, in, the, fi 
care excced- 
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for the payment of pensions, some months 
l tothe period when they were required for disburse- 
“ment. He (Mr. N.) had some knowledge on this 
“spbject, having been once a director in a deposite 
bank, the president of which was a pension agent. 
The practice was to appoint the presidents of de- 
i posite banks agents; but the bank itself was Consi- 
dered’ as’ the real agent, and the use of the funds 
went Yo compensate the bank for its expenses in 
performing the pension, agency. The president 
was ot personally benefited by the funds, or, at 
lefist, that was the case of the president of the de- 
‘posite hank in“his own State, and to which he had 
“referred; anid he presumed the practice had been 


vision on this subjech =. _yniform, as the directors of that bank applied to 
ngon: this subject, 4 will (said. || the Sreretary of the ‘Treasury to have a different 

elo niakea remark or two on a: |]. person ‘appointed, which the Secretary declined, 

T “Globe of Saturday, still pur || ‘Saying that hè cdnsidered the’ bank as the real 

“suing: a course of ié d bihe private çon- || aseni that he regarded the president ás acting for 
as cerns of public, men, which co r the bank, aud that he could not appoint any other 
sage! Me ‘desnidal “pers Althcugh the Taw did not expressly require 
aving kad’, saper di His” Ament, yet such had been the practice, 


“MEN. believed, therefore, tbat the Senator was 
entirely ‘inistaken in supposing that the pension 
“arent had pocketed the benefits of the use ofthe 
“fands remitted to pay pensions. H f 
“In regard'io the advancement of “pension funds 
some ‘months before they weére to be disbursed, it 
was doné as a compensation tò tie bank for its ser- 
‘Vices and the expenses of the pension agent, where it 
had not other funds in depasite sufficient for that 
pirpicke, The bank could not afferd-io hireone or 
two clerks to perform he serv À 
law contemplated that the hank warto Ve renine- 
fated By’ the ase of the pablié nroveys. “The bank 
| to witch he had referred, in-His‘own State, incurred 
; ai ea pense of something Hke fifteen hundred dol- 
py ar, and its receipts from: the public revenue 
were merely nominal; and If moneys to be dis- 
Bursed were not remitted until they were to be paid 
ove it would have’ increased this expenditure, 
“Without any temineration, directly or indireetly. 
{le iatieved that the law never contemplated this; 
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; i : : i Sher did he believe that there was any 1dss to the 
id,’ second place, it was duly ||- neither did he believe rout peach Soares 
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“as they may as, well be incone deposite bank as in 
another, as the Government received tothing Tor 
thein, or not previous to the act of 1836, and under 
iat only,-in certain contingenGies, the allowance 
of two per cent. 
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this. Here a loss by a deposite and by a disburs- 
ing officer had been sustained, and the: money ‘had 


been two years in his hands. If the $200,000 only 

` had been given, there would still have been a loss 
of $20,000; but while the hands of this agent were 
already overflowing with the public money, the 
Government in April gave him $50,000 more; and 
the period, it-would be recollected, was a very eri- 
tical one with the banks. -© Why. take this large 
sum of money out of the Treasury, and put it on 
deposite in the hands of any public agent? It might 
be necessary to sustain the bank, but could not be 
necessary to sustain the officer. He was already 
flooded with money, which-he could not expend, 
when the $50,000 were added. “And there was a 
loss now by this bank of $70,000. If things were 
managed in this way, Mr. C. did not see occasion 
for a'Sub-Treasury bank, or any bank at all. It 
seemed as if this required some remedy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, at this rate, to bor- 
row the language of the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Carrrenpen,) we had very great oceasion for 
a Sub-Treasury. He had watched the- progress 
of the discussion on this Commonwealth Bank af- 
fair, and it appeared to him that if any arguments 
were wanting to prove the necessity of divorcing 
the Treasury from banks as fiscal agents, what 
they had heard in relation to the proceedings of 
this bank was conclusive. Audi alteram partem 
had always been a maxim with him, and therefore 
he would not at present pronounce any opinion 
with regard to the management of that institution, 
or to the conduct of the Treasury Department, 
in advancing to it deposits of public money to 
meet the present pensions. He was glad the mo- 
tion had been made to refer the subject to the 
Committee on Finance, because, by this means, 
justice would be done to all parties. But as long 
as the late system of depositing the publie funds 
continued, there would always be the same com- 
plaints that were now made. Place the power in 
the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury to depo- 
sit and withdraw the public funds as his discretion 
may dictate, and suspicion, jealousy, and distrust, 
will always follow his proceedings, whether they be 
right or wrong; and if any fature Secretary should 
be dishonest—if he should desire to use the public 
money to elevate himself to the high places of the 
nation, the country could never be safe with such 
a power in his hands. 

After all the clamor which had been raised 
against the Independent Treasury, it was only a 
simple measure to receive. from the public debtors 
the amount they owe, to keep it safely in the custo- 
dy of our own responsible officers, and to pay it out 
again to those to whom we are indebted, without 
the agency of such banks as that of the Common- 
wealth. 

Tt had been said of this bank, that it had loaned 
out.all its money to its own directors. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had heard this, but did 
not state it as of his own knowledge. 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. He feared that, 
on investigation, other banks would be found to 
have acted in a similar manner. If, said he, you 
want to save the public money for the use of the 
people, and prevent it from becoming the instru- 
ment of Executive influence, you must keep it 
yourselves, under the control of the jaw, until it is 
wanted for the public service. 

He was sorry any thing had been said in the pub- 
lic newspapers that rendered it necessary, in the 
opinion of the Senator from Massachusetts, to de- 
fend himself on that floor. He thought it bad po- 
licy for a member of the Senate to come here and 
defend himself against newspaper attacks; for if he 
did, he would be almost certain to get the worst of 
the bargain. And whether a member was inno- 
cent or not, he thought it better for him to leave 
his defence to his friends out of doors. After all, 
no charge had been made against the Senator from 
Massachusetts, affecting either his honor or his in- 
tegrity. We had nearly all, perhaps, been under 
protest at some period of our lives, by accident, or 
from inability to meet our pecuniary engagements 
on the very day they became due. Surely this 
was no crime. . 

With respect to the advances to the Common- 
wealth Bank, spoken of -by-the Senator from Mas- 


Sub-Treasury schemes, no more of these experi- 


-sylvania receives his, he will be guilty of no eva- 
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sachusetts, he Lelie ald y be ffi 
‘nothing morë than “th € Secretary of the 'Trea- | 

sury, having the unlimited contol over the funds: | 
of the Government, has thought it’ just to placea 
certain portion. of:them, im advaned, on deposite; to | 
meet the accruing demands of the pensionats. “But. 
the Secretary of the Treasury ought to have no | 
such power; and he entirely concurred with the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts in-the opinion that no 
emolument in the use of the public funds’ should 
be given to the pension agents, oF any other agents 
under the Government. - But.this was the fault of 
the system, not of the Secretary. We should keep | 
our money ourselves, and pay it out to the public 
creditors when due them; and then we should hear 
no such complaints. . ii 

Mr. CLAY said -this’ incidental debate wasa 
little unexpected by him; but as ithas come up, 
said he, I will take the Opportunity to say a few 
words, The Senator (Mr. Bucuanan) says that 
these astounding disclosures, for so l regard them, 
afford satisfactory proof of the necessity of adopt- 
ing the Sub-Treasury system, alias the Government 
Bank of the United States, which is now before 
the Senate. And what is it he tells us now of the 
favorite system which was adopted in 1834, and 
of which he was then and since the strenuous ad- 
vocate? He saya now it is dangerous, and the 
Senator from Conneencut (Mr. Ninxs) says it is 
corrupting, and that itis not thought worthy of 
confidence. But why this discrepancy? Why, 
when the member and his friends had rejected ‘a 
system and an institution which for near half a 
century had taken care of the public money with- 
out the loss of a single cent—why, when that faith- 
ful institation was discarded, did they resort to this, 
which he now calls unsafe and corrupting? Sir, 
having found that the system which they adopted 
three years ago has failed, they are now for giving 
us another of their prescriptions, which we must 
take from these same doctors, although their for- 
mer prescription failed, which was the grand 
eatholicon in 1834. And in three years more, 
they will call this new system, which they now 
want to force upon us, just as unsafe and corrupt- 
ing as the former. 

Sir, who are these Sub-Treasurers, and what 
satisfaction have we that they will be angels, pure, 
faithful, and always acting with fidelity and ad- 
vantage to the finances of the country? UW rumor 
does not misinform us, we are already in the way 
to Jose millions in the hands of individuals, And 
will the same individuals do better under this new 
system? No, sir, under no system whatever; and 
some three yezss hence we shall find those who are 
now denouncing their own experiment, again de- 
nouncing this their other experiment. Sir, I ask, 
how can you expect thatan individual should have 
halfa million of the public money in his hands, 
without danger of his helping himself or his 
friends at the public expense? When this new 
experiment shall prove a failure, as fail it will, if 
we adopt it, we shall then have some other experi- 
ment to delude and deceive the credulity of the 
American people Give me no more of these 
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from Pennsylvania can draw no conclusions of 
comfort from these transactions at Boston. It ap- 
pears to me, on the contrary, that, this system 
which three years ago was to give perfect security 
to the public money, and to give us, too, a far bet- 
ter currency, having failed, T think, when the Sub- 
Treasury comes to replace it; millions will be lost, 
where one dollar was lost even by thatnow ex- 
ploded system. > si ` 

Mr. WRIGHT ‘observed that his purpose in 
rising was principally to remove from the honora- 
ble Senator from Virginia the embarrassment in 
which he was placed by this incidental discussion. 
We seem, said Mr. W. to be passing into what 
may becume a protracted incidental debate; and 
having had his speech, on repeated occasions, 
suspended in the same way that the gentleman’s 
now was, he would not himself prolong the diseus- 
sion. He had, however, one word to say in reply 
to the Senator from Kentucky, and he would not 
say that word if it was not a personal alfair to him- 
self, and necessasy to give a refutation to the un- 
founded report which bad found its way into some 
of the newspapers, of some remarks of his in refer- 
ence to his colleague. He was obliged, therefore, 
to the Senator from Kentucky for bringing this re- 
port before him; for,-as it was. not his habit toen- 
ter into conflict with the editors of newspapers, he 
had not before an opportunity of giving the report 
a public refutation, He. would now, therefore, say 
that the whole story was entirely false from begin- 
ning to end.. If he had ever done his colleague, 
personally or politically, any unkind. act, it was 
wholly unintentional’ and without his kiowledge. 
He knew that it had been reported, and he believed 
he had seen the report, that, on his passage home 
from this place in October last, he drew up resolu- 
tions to instruct his colleague; but he took the 
occasion fo say that The whole matter was abso- 
lutely false. He now asked the Senate to pass 
over the question before them, in order to allow the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) an opportnnity 
of going on with his argument on the Sub-Treasury 
bill. i : 
Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the subject under 
discussion. on the table.” i 

Mr. BUCHANAN was agreed to the motion 
with regard 10. the position of the Senator from 
Virginia, (Mr. Rivges,) but, as he always endea- 
vored to pay his debts promptly, he had-rather do 
50 now. í 

The question was then taken on Mr. Prusron’s 
motion, and it.was carried. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken 
up; when ; 

Mr. RIVES resumed his speech begun ‘yester- 
pay, and concluded, after occupying the floor till 
near 4 o’stock. Ge : 

Mr. HUBBARD intimated his intention to ad- 
dress the Senate on the subject, and submitted an 
amendment to amend’ the text of the bili pro- 
viding that all payments to: be made fram thé Trea- 
sury Department, shall be by the drafts’ of the 
Treasurer of the United. States, upon warrants 


ments, these nostrums. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.) when I entered the Senate 
this morning, my cars were delighted with a sound 
which came from a quarter quite unexpected. The 
Senator (Mr. Grosny) got up, with his instruc- 
‘tions in his hand, and ina manly manner declared 
that he would conform to those instructions, Sir, 
I hope they will be conformed to by others in this 
Senate. Some of my friends do not hold that they 
are bound to obey such instructions; and they 
therefore acted with perfect consistency—declined 
to conform to them. I (said Mr. C.) am among 
the number who, with certain qualifications, do 
hold to the doctrine of instruction. Let these who 
hold to the doctrine act consistently, Let instruc- 
tions come; and I hope, if the Senator from Penn- 


sion, but meet them boldly, and cither obey them, 
or resign and go home, and leave his place to one 
that will conform. And the Senator from New 
York, too, if am not misinformed, when he was 
asked what was to be done in relation to his col- 
league, replied, instruct him; if IE am correctly in- 
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wn on him, (according. to the present usage-ef 
Department,) and “further” fixing the rate. of 
pensation to be paid to- the clerks provided for 
edie ee 
Mir CLAY. of Kentucky said, the gentleman | 
from. New. Hampshire: has intimated his. intention 
to address the Senate on this subject to-morrow, 
and has brought forward: an amendment.. ` There 
is'a point in regard to this bill, which has attracted 
my; attention very particularly, and E wish now to 
“mention it, that his attention: may be drawn that | 
way: a di 
sok Was very much struck, on reading the first sec- | 
tiowof.the bill, atthe extraordioary display of skill 4 
manifested by those financiers fs a are to lead the | 
country by ths measure out of all is difficulties. © 
The Senator from New York, (Mr. Wrens) in 
the. course of the address with which he favored the 
Senate, stated the. remarkable. fact that, from the 
otigin of the Government to the present time, there | 
had, been no designation of a Treasury of the United 
States, thatis, of tio -particular. buiidings, rooms, 
or- vaults, which were necessary to constitute a 
Treasury; and that in this bill tis. defect was re- 
medied by. providing that certain rooms in the new 
‘building, now in a course of erection in this city, 
ttre to be'deciared by law to be the Treasury of the 
United States. Pan f 
-I had supposed (continued Mr. C.) tbat the 
Treasury of these United States and the treasure 
were identical; and that’ wherever was the treasure, 
whether in castom-houses,:in banks, or any where 
else, there also was the Treasury. 10, for exam- 
ple, a part of the public money was. in the hands 
of the Barings of London, or the Hopes of Am- 
_sterdam, it would be still in the ‘Preasury, just as 
‘much asifit were in vaultsin the city ot Wash- 
ington. Bat-it seems the Senator from New York 
has made another dissovery, in-addition to the ne- 
cessity for rooms, vaulls, strong boxes, safes, or 
old cupboards, in which to keep secure the public 
money; and that is, that it is also necessary that 
-there should be some particular place to be regard- 
ed asthe Treasury. 
~ Edraw the attention of the Senate to this, that 
they may see what results must follow. "Khe Con- 
‘stitution has provided that no money shall be drawn 
from the ‘Treasury but in. parsuance of previous 
‘appropriations made. by Jaw, and whatever is in 
the Treasury, in the, meaning of the Constitution, 
cannot be drawn trom iPexcept-by process of law 
“under the Constitution. “But (said Mr. ©.) for 
cwhateveriis tithoutthe Treasury; ihere ismo con- 
stitntional provision; they way draw it, out at their 
“discretion, and. send.it any where, or dispose of it 
“as-they pleaseer Oso 
-And what fartheris there? All the money which 
` will be ‘placed: in the Treasury provided by this 
C pitl-qwill be the little that will be collected or scraped 
“together in this District of ‘ten miles square; and 
“this, of consequetce,. will be the whole amount 
“avhich will be. subject to: the constitutional provi- 
“gion to which T have referred. All that is in New 
York, where a-moiety.of the public revenue is col- 
lected—all that is in Boston, Philadelphia, Baki- 
more, New Orleans, constituting nearly the whole 
of the actual. treasure of the United States, is ex- | 
cluded from the Treasury-by the bill, and accord- | 
ing to ‘the Senator from New. York, will be al) 
placed without the power of the law and tne Gon- 
stitution, and may ke disposed of by the Secretary i 
ang Treasurer as they imay thiak proper. Eosaw 
this (Said Mr. ©.) as soon as Tread it, and nime 
` rous other things alike objectionable, which twill | 
not notice now. Bui hat the ‘Treasury isto be | 
limited to the ten niles syjmare, and. to the misera- i 
: ble gleanings to be found in this District, can there | 
be any. thing more preposterous? 
l Phere. were other defects in. the bill, and other 
“amendments had been offered, but T did not care 


section; for instance, (said Mr. C.) which the Sena- 
tot from. South Carolina (Mr- Catouny. moved to 


i 
about: voting. wpon them... On the stock-jobbing | 
and why? The 


- strike Out, I didnot vote on. th e| 
“whole measure isso hideous, so.monstyous, that it 
“Ys incapable of being placed in any form that would | 
'mmand: ipn and Tecould-not think it | 


eagon (said Mr. C) for la+, 


nator from New York (Mr. Waricar) opposed the 


‘motion; the-Chancellor of the Exchequer differed- 


from the, new Premier of the Administration on 
this point, and I wanted to see how the party would 
vote; I wished to see how the household troops 
would move; which they would follow; the Chan- 
cellor or the Premier. Sir, the Chancellor was 
left in a minority, and, according to the usage of 
the Governmen from which we derive much of our 
political ‘system, and our customs, the Chancellor 
otght immediately to have thrown up the seals. 

The amendments of Mr. HUBBARD being 
agreed to— : 

The Senate went into the consideration of Execa- 
tive business — : 

After which, it adjourned. 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Webnespay, February 7, 1838. 
Mr. BYNUM was announced as having been 
appointed to fill the vacancy of Mr. CLAIBORNE on 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Sclect Committee on the subject of purchasing Gilbert 
Stewart’s original portraits of the first five Presi- 
dents of Ue United States. 

Messrs. CUSHING, of Massachusetts. 
RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. 
GARLAND, of Lonisiana. 

HUNTER, of Virginia. 
HOFPMAN, of New York. - 
Reports from ccmmittees were then called for. 
CLAIMS. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of ‘Tennessee reported a bill 

fur the relief of Abel A. Parks and others. 
COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported a supplement to the re- 
port on the number, compensation and duties of 
custom-house officers, and also a resolution that 
2000 extra copies of the whole report, documents, 
and bill on the same subject be printed, which was 
concurred in. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill granting a pension 
to Martha Strong. 

When the Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Post Office Department was called upon, 

Mr. WISE begged to inquire of the chairman of 
that committee, (Mr. Creos, of New York,) whe- 


ther that committce had had any meeting, or pro- 


posed lo do so, or contemplated making any report 
al all, or if. they had discharged any of the duties 
belonging to them, this sessivn? 

Mr. Cutwps not being in his seat, no response 
was given to Mr. Wisr’s inquiry. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported Senate bill entitled “An 
act to-provide for the legal adjudication and settle- 
mest of the claims to Jand of Baron Bastrop, 
Marquis de Baton Rouge, and others, in Louisi- 
ana, and sundry persons in Arkansas,” with a re- 
commendation. that the same du. not. pass, and 
moved its commitment to a, Committee of the 
Whelan 

Mr. GARLAND ef Louisiana moved its recom- 
niiiment to the Committee on Private Land Claims; 
whieh, afier a few words in snpport of the motion 
by Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, was agreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on leave, submit- 
ted the following resolution: 

Resnived, Toat the Sveretary of the Treasury be 
anthorized to employ as many iemporary clerks 
as chall be necessary to enable bim to report, during 
the present session, the correspondence called for by 
a resolution of this House of the 12ih day of Oc- 
tober last, in relation to public defaulters. 

Mr, G. gave asa reason for offering thisresolution, 
the fact that the-Seeretary of the Treasury had not 
suficient force in. the Department to comply. with 
the call. 

Mr. WISE begged the fact to be noted that thé, 


namber of the public detaulters was so great that’ 


it is necessary to adopt this resolution to make. ont 
a listo! them. ae , 4 
Mr. MeKAY. presamed when the gentleman got? 


the information, it. would not-presentsuch a for] 


midable list: of defauliers.as he contemplated. - 
Mr. McK. was not.opposed to-the object-of thi 


King-ne part in the motion of the Senator from 
South Carolina to strike out that section. The Se- 


tothe 


it the Secretary of the ‘Treasury might appoint as 


many clerks as he pleased, without 
law ; aiid if this were once ‘conceded, ` 
augmentedto any amount. It was violati 
present form, of every. principle of const 
law. eget wee eee 
-Mr WISE suggested ihat, in order to render the 
resolution unexceptionable to his friend from North 
Carolina, it be made in the form of a joint ‘resolu- 
tion. al ES a 

Mr. McKAY added that the list of defaulters 
was already complete, and the object of his friend 
from Virginia (Mr. GaRLAND) was to procure the 
correspondence between the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury and receivers and collectors. | aon 

Mr. GARLAND nodded his assent. 

Mr. WISE understood the resolution of the late 
special session, calling for the number of defaulters, 
he did not remember its exact terms, had’ not been 
complied with, and that the head of the Treasury 


` Department wanted additional force to enable him 


to answer it. ve 

Mr. GARLAND would say nothing about what 
the document would, or would not, disclose. Of 
that he should be prepared to speak when the dis- 
closures were made, and he now asked nothing or 
sought nothing but what every member of the 
House’ might desire, and that was, to ascertain 
what was the true state of the mode of collecting 
and disbursing the public money. by the agents of 
the Government: ‘The resolution, in addition to 
the response already furnished to the House, called 
for the correspondence of the three years of °35, 6, 
and 937, and the Secretary had reported a list of 
the defaulters, the amount of their defalcations, and 
the steps taken to recover them, but the Solicitor 
of the Treasury said he could not comply with the 
latter part of the resolution, because the corre- 
spondence was so extensive, and his force inade- 
quate. 

Mr. G. stated that he did want to show one 
fact, viz: that there had been more loss, and more 
embarrassment from conducting the public 
finances through individual agency than through 
the State banks. , : i i 

Mr. G. then modified his resolution, by adopt- 
ing it to the form of a joint resolution, and it was 
read twice, the question being on its third Yeading. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he did not rise toop- 
pose the resolution, for, on the other hand, he should 
give it his most cordial support; but on this inves- 
tigation about public defaleations, he would call the 
attention of the gentleman from Virginia, and the 
members of the House on all sides, ta the document 
already published in pursuance of his resolution. © 

A. more complete libel upon dead men never was 
published by order of Congress. For one; he was 
not altogether sorry that this document: had been 
published, because they had been in the habit of 
publishing withoutexamination, and it might make 
them more cautious in future. Let any gentleman 
peruse this repurt, and he would find ‘a’ record in it 
of every defaulter from the origin of the‘Govern- 
ment to the present time, not one half of whom 
were defaulters, and a large proportion of whom 
were in their graves. Upon the adjustment, too, 
of most of those accounts at the Treasury, those 
balances of a hundred and two hundred thonsand 


viously. ‘presented t0- the ‘Treasury, for: $7,000, 
hereby 1 


purposes aforesaid, the President be; andis 
authorized, ifin his judgment it shall be necessary. | 
in addition to the services: he -corps of Topo- 

graphical Engineers: to ‘appoint, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Senate; one commissioner. 
and one surveyor, who: shall -perform-sueh:duties | 
respectively as may be- assigned” to: them by: the 
President, and who may-employ such assistants un- 
der the direction of the President, as shall be neces- 
sary, and who shall make an exact return of their 
provecdings to the President, together with a correct 
map of the country over which said line passes, 
exhibiting the prominent points of its’ topography, 
and the location of the works and monuments by 
them made and erected. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
pensation of said commissioner and surveyor shall 
be respectively at the rate of —— dollars per 
annum. ; 

Mr. EVANS begged leave to assùré the House 
that it was not his disposition to take up the time of 
the House in a discussion of this matter, if his duty 
would permit him to do so. He should, however, 
consider that he would be wanting in the duty he 
owed to the State of Maine, if he neglected to take 
the first opportunity which presented itself. of 
bringing this important subject to the consideration 
of the National Legislature. He would now say 
that he had most sedutously sought an opportanity 
of bringing this matter to the consideration of the 
House. He was the more anxious to bring 
the matter to the consideration of the House, 
because the subject had never been discussed, 
and was but litle understood in this House, 
or in the other branch of the National Legislature, 
and because it was a question of the most deep and 
abiding interest to the States of Maine and Massa- 
chasetts. It had becn alluded to in the Message of 
the President of the United States as an important 
subject, and it was considered by him in his Meg- 
sage as a matter of great surprise that this Govern- 
ment had been organized for half a century, and 
yet does not know its own limits. Now, he wished 
to bring to the notice of the House a proposition 
for the purpose of accelerafing the movements 
of the General Government towards a settle- 
ment of the question. The object of the bill 
he had brought to the notice of the House was to 
take one step, on the part of our Government, to- 
wards a final settlement of this question to the sa- 
tisfaction of all parties, He desired the legislative 
power of the country to come to the aid of the 
Executive in relation to this matter, and the object 
he had in view by the bill was to bring the two 
Houses of Congress to sustain and aid the Execu- 
tive in the settlement of this question. He begged 
leave here to say that this measure was not a mea- 
sure of his alone, but it was a measure of the peo- 
ple and State of Maine. It was not a measure 
required by him alone, but it was required and 
called for by the Legislature of the State of Maine. 
It was called for by resolutions of that Legis- 
lature, now lying upon the tables of members, and 
these resolutions ask the General Government to 
do the identical thing proposed by the bill he had 
introduced. . It had also been urged upon the Ge- 
neral Government by the Governor of the State of 
Maine. He must say, in relation to this matter, 
that he had cause to complain of the neglect of the 
General Government towards the State of Maine. 
He had to make complaint of the General Go- 
vernment in not protecting the citizens of the State 
of Maine from wrongs committed against them by 
a foreign Government. 

In making there complaints, he made them in the 
name of the State of Maine, for he had been long 

enough here to learn that when complaints of this 
kind were made, they were generally set down to 
some political hostility to the Administration. This 
matter, however, was not a political matter, as all 
branches of the Government of the State of Maine, 
made these complaints. A Democratic Governor, 
a Democratic Legislature, and Democratic public 
journals had made these complaints; and this 
showed that it was no political question, as all par- 
ties concurred in relation to the matter. He trust- 
ed, therefore, that these complaints would. not be 
looked upon as being caused by political feeling. 
Mr. E. then- went into a very lengthy detail 


The same erroneous impression, too, had been | 
been made. in reference to a late collector at- New 
York. Upwards of $55,000 was charged against 
him, whereas he did not owe a solitary. dollar,:so 
faras Mr. C. knew; and this balance was still 
standing, after twenty years.- He had cited. these 
twe facts to gentlemen on all sides, that they would ` 
not, in- the pursuit of one object, ‘inflict a stab 
through the ribs of men as honest.as ever lived, - 
-and that the public might be aware of the nature of 
the document. ; i 

Mr. GARLAND knew nota single individual 
when he moved his resolution, but there would 
enough be shown to prove the system of individual 
agency a bad one. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Not more so than under 
the Bank of the United States, or the gentleman’s 
own system. 

Mr. GRAVES had some objection, on the ground 
of the expense, for the printing would probably co- 
ver some five or six thousand pages. : 

After some further remarks from Messrs. REED, 
McKENNAN, CAMRRELENG, SMITH, and 
E. WHITTLESEY, the House, without taking 
the question, passed: to the orders of the day. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

A Message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of his 
private secretary, Apranam Van Buren, esq. com- 
municating a report of the causes which have de- 
layed the sailing of the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the Message and 
documents ou the table, and that they be printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the printing of 10,000 
extra copies; but it was objected to. 

Mr. MALLORY moved their reference -to a se- 
lect committee. i : 

Mr. HAYNES moved the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, ‘ : 

The moticn to lay on the table prevailed. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that, as soun as it was in 
order to do so, he should move to take this subject 
from the table, in order that it might be daly inves- 
tigated. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

In pursuance of the notice given on yesterday 
by Mr. EVANS, as stated in the proceed- 
ings of that day, the House took up the’ message 
from the President of the United States on the sub- 
ject of the Northeastern boundary, etc. 

Mr. EVANS said that before he proceeded he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill— 

The CHAIR said it was not now in order to do 
this. 

Mr. EVANS said he had stated at an early part 
of this session, that he would ask leave to bring in 
a bill on thissubject. If it was not now in order 
to do so by the rule, he should ask the general con- 
sent of the House to dò so; andif leave was not 
granted, he would then moye to refer the subject to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instruc- 
tion. to report the bill he referred to. He now asked 
the general consent of the House to submit a mo- 
tion forleave to introduce a bill. 

Objection being made, . 

Mr. EVANS then moved to refer the message of 
the President to the Committee on Foreign Afairs, 
with instructions to report the following bill: 

A BILL to provide for surveying the northeast- 
ern boundary line of the United States, according 

to the provisions of the treaty of peace of 1783. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Slates of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
cause the boundary line between the United States 
and the adjacent British provinces from the source 
of the St. Croix river, directly north to the high- 
lands which divide the waters that fall into the 
Atlantic ocean, from those which fall into the 
river St.. Lawrence, thence along said highlands 
from the northwest angle.of Noya Scotia to the 
norihwesternmost head of Connecticut river, as 
particularly defined in the treaty of peace, con- 
cluded at Paris, the third day of September, 
seventeen hundred and eighty-three, to be. accu- 
rately surveyed and- marked, and suitable monu- 
ments to be erected thereon, at such points as may 
be deemed necessary and important. 

See. 2. And be it further- enacted, That for th 


1 ry line, 

‘and the i po two Govern: 

vernments ih relation to the same, Sor the purpose 

of showing that.the boundary claimed by the Go- 
Wernment of United” States was the true 

boundary: 5 eas wie, Fg ee Z j fi o 


Before Mr. E: had concluded, he gave way to 
Mr. Linconn, fora motion to adjourn; who, how 
ever withdrew the viotion at the requestof =. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on whose motion 
the bill from the Senate “to prevent the abatement 
of suits ‘and actions now pending, ia which the late 


- Bank of the United: States has been‘ a party,” was 


read twice, and ‘committed. to the Committee on 
the. Judiciary ; f a 

The Senate bill to establish a new collection dis- 
trict in the State of Mississippi,.at Vicksburg, was 
twice read, and, on motion of Mr. SMITH, com 
mitted to the Committee on Commerce. 3 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and by the 
general consent of the House, the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States, for the year 
1838, was put upon its third reading; and, after 
some explanatory remarks: between Messrs. 
BELL, CAMBRELENG, CURTIS, WISE, and 
HAYNES, a 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

The House adjourned: i 


IN SENATE, 
_« Wronesvay, February. 7, 1838. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT communicated: to the 
Senate a report from. the Secretary of War, in obe~ 
dience to a resolution of the 26th ult.containing the 
number of hostile Creek Indians, as estimated by the 
commanding general, and. from data in the office 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Also, from the same Department, a report in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 5th 
inst. containing surveys of Milwaukie and other 
rivers in Wisconsin Territory. _ 

These were laid.on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and referred: 

By Mr. McK EAN: A memorial of the delegates 
now assembled at Philadelphia to alter the State 
Constitution, praying Congress to adopt measures 
to improve the Alleghany river from Pitsburg, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, to Olean-Point, in. the 
State of New York: ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. MOUTON: From thecollector at Frank- 
lin, Louisiana, praying the erection of certain light- 
houses and certain improvements in navigation, 

By Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky: From citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying the completion of the United 
States frigate Raritan. [Mr. C. expressed the 
hope that the Committee on’ Naval Affairs. would 
act speedily on this subject, and report one way or 
the other. The winter was rapidly passing. off, 
and if any thing should be done, the earlier the 
better.] 

By Messrs. NICHOLAS, LINN, and BUCHA- 
NAN, on individual claims, f 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to abolish the United States 
Circuit Court at Huntsville, Mississippi, and for 
other purposes: read twice, and ordered to be -en- 
grossed for a third reading. Bee 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, a call. was or- 
dered cn the Secretary of the Treasury for stale- 
ments as to the amount of revenue lost to the Go- 
vernment in consequence of the non-payment of 
duty bonds on imported articles, in 1837-8; with 
the names of the delinquents. EAE 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, a call was ordered 
on the Secretary of War, and inquiries. in relation 
to a certain report on the boundary line, &c. of Ar- 


kansas. 
OREGON TERRITORY. . 

Mr. LINN, of Missouri,-on leave, introduced a 
bill authorizing the occupation of the Columbia or 
Oregon. river, [establishing a Territory north of 
latitude 42 degrees, and west of the Rocky Moun- 
teins, to be called the Oregon Territory; authorizing 
the establishment of a fort on'that river, and. the 
occupation of the countfy’by the military force of 
the United States; establishing a port of entity, 


% quiring thatthe country should then beheld 
subjeer io ihe revenue laws:of. the United. States; 

wiran appropriation of $50,000] = 
: "Phe “bill having been’ read twice, Mr. LINN 
moved -to refer if to the Committee ‘on Military 
Affairs. -He expressed his regret. that some other- 
‘Senator had not moved in this matter; he had failed 
invhis endeavors to that effect, and had in conse- 
qsence now presented the subject himself as one of 
great ‘Importance. There was reason to apprehend 
that if-this Territory should be neglected, in the 
course of five years it would pass from our posses- 
sion... : 

Mr.CLAY of Kentucky ‘said he thought the 
Senatot and the committee would do well to make 
inquiries as to the stipulations of the present treaty 
with Great Britain, and whether we could occupy 
this country now without giving cause of offence. - 
The country had been taken possession of by Great 
Britain, in contravention. of the treaty of Ghent. 
There was a clause in that treaty, or rather a word, 
which was intended to cover this identical case, 
connected with. the Oregon, and which covered no 
other case. It was founded on these circumstances: 
A settlement had been made on the Oregon by Mr. 
Astor, and the establishment was called Astoria. 
During the war it was taken possession of by a 
British armed vessel. In the stipulation of the 
mutyal surrender by the two countries of places 
taken during the war, Mr. C. had introduced the 
word “‘possession” as descriptive of the hold which 
we had on the Oregon country prior to the war. 
Mr. C. hoped the treaty would be examined before 
any decisive step should be taken on this subject. 

Mr. LINN said he was aware of that provision, 
and it was his intention that the inquiry should be 
made. He designed to get all the information he 
could on the subject, and Jay it before the com- 
mittee or the Senate, that the Senate might make 
such modifications of the bill as they might think 
proper, -He wished the bill to be made as perfect 
as it could be. 

Mr. LYON remarked that be knew of one of 
his constituents being desirous of going west of the 
Rocky Mountains for the “purpose of’ settling and 
carrying on a farm. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he was very glad 
that his friend from Missouri had: moved in this 
business; and he had done himself injustice when 
he said it might have -been moved more appropri- 
ately by another person, The time had come 
when we ought to. assert our right to the Oregon 
country, or abandon it forever. We know, by in- 
formation received from an agent. of the Govern- 
ment; that the Hudson Bay Company were esta- 
bhishing forts in that quarter, cutting down the 
timber and conveying it to market, and acquiring 

’ the allegiance of the Indian tribes; and while they 
had: been thus proceeding, we had patiently looked 
on during a long period of years. Our right ought 
tobe: now asserted; but it should be done in a pru- 
‘dent and ‘delicate manner. We were obliged by 
the treaty to give a year’s notice. The time had 
arrived to settle this question, and there were too 
many such questions unsettled with the British 
Government already. While we should be care- 
fal to violate’ no treaty stipulations, we ought 
promptly to assert our right to this country. 

Mr. BENTON urged the. propriety of having 
this subject referred to a select committee, of which 
his colleague should be the chairman : he knew of 
no one better qualified. wen a 

Mr. LINN, after some demurring, assented, 
withdrew his. motion of reference to the Military 
Committee, and the subject was referred to a select 
committee of. five, of which the Vice PRESIDENT 
was Authorized to make the appointment. 

"On motion. of Mr. PRESTON, the resolution 

‘offered by him, authorizing the Joint Library Com- 

“mittee ‘to’ cause the Madison papers to be printed 

‘and published, was taken up, changed to the form 
-oftajointresolution.of both Hlouses, on the sugges- 

“tion. of “Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, read twice, and, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 


The bill to establish a new collection district in 
Mississippi, at Vicksburg, . 

Were severally read a third time, and. passed. 

The resolution’ for an inquiry as to placing the 
staff officers of the Revolution on the same footing, 
as to grants of land, with the officers of the line, 
was taken up, and agreed to. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
imposing additional duties aś depositaries on public 
officers in certain cases, etc.—the question being 
on Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at-large on the subject, 
in favor of the bill, and in reply to Mr. Rives; 
and, before he concluded, he gave way for a mo- 
tion of adjournment, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 8, 1838. 


Reports from committees were called for. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported 
the following, viz: 

Bilt for the relief of Eleanor Clark. 

Bill for the relief of Marey Richards. 

Bill for the relief of Francis Chandler. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. ROBERTSON reported, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled “an act to prevent the 
abatement of suits and actions now pending, to 
which the Jate Bank of the United States may be 
party.” 

‘The amendment was in the follwing words: “or 
which may be pending on the 4th day of March 
next.” 

Mr. R. moved the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the attention of the 
committee had been drawn to the fact, how far it 
was competent to commence suits after the 4th of 
March next. 

Mr. ROBERTSON replied that that question had 
been presented to, and discussed in the committee, 
but they had refused to amend it further for fear of 
jeopardising the speedy passage of the bill in the 
Senate. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a wish that an additional 
section to that effect be engrafted on the bill, for as 
it stood, it led to the impression that all suits 
commenced against the Bank of the United States, 
and not terminated on the 3d of March next would 
be, ipsa facto, abated, and the bank thereby relieved 
from all responsibility of redeeming the reissue of 
the old bills, after the two years allowed to wind 
up its affairs from the expiration of the charter. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said it was not understood 
by the committee to be the intention or effect of 
this bill to decide that suits pending on the 4thof 
March, by, or against the bank, would or would 
not abate. The bill had been prepared in the abun- 
dance of caution, and was considered a matter of 
such importance, as to require its immediate 
passage by the Efouse, leaving the question of in- 
stituting suits against the bank, after the 4thof 
March, to be submitted at another time. He would 
suggest to the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
suffer this bill to pass, and to introduce a resolu- 
tion requiring the Committee on the Judiciary to 
take into consideration the subject of extending the 
time. 

Mr. ADAMS explained. his mative to be to se- 
cure the ereditors of the bank, which, by implica- 
tion, at least, appeared to be lost sight of by this 
bill. He desired to see some act of Congress put- 
ting it in the power of the creditors of the bank to 
recover their claims againstit, and he thought it 
better to recommit the bill. 

Mr. CILLEY stated that he had not had an op- 
portunity of giving this bill that full examination 
its importance required, for the committee had been 
suddenly called together, on a day different from 
their ordinary days of meeting, and had come to a 
very hasty determination, Mr. C. addressed the 
House at some length, and concluded by express- 
ing his accordance with the suggestion of Mr. 
Apams, to recommit the bill. s 

Mr. LOOMIS stated that he most heartily con=: 
curred.with the gentleman from -Massachusetts > 
(Mr. Apams,) in the ebject sought tobe; obtained: 


Fa 
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by him—the security of thé holders of the bills of 

the late Bank of the United States, issued-by. the 
present bank; but he doubted. whether the object 
could be attained, as suggested by that gentleman, 
by an act authorizing- suits at law to. be. com- 
menced against thé bank after the final. expi- 
ration of the time. to which its corporate. exist- 
ence had been limited to enable it to. close its. af- 
fairs, and which would take place on the 4th.of 
March next. No suit could be instituted against a. 
corporation after it had expired. - It had a mere le- 
gal existence, and, by the expiration of its charter, 
it became defunct—there was no longer any thing to 
sue or be sued; but surely some remedy must be 
adopted to secure the holders of bills issued’ (he 
thought the circumstances would justify the ex- 
pression) fraudulently issued by the present Bank 
of the Un:ted States, and which she was not liable 
to pay. Well might the bill-holders ask, who- is 
liable to pay these bills? He had, within a few 
days past, received a letter from one of h:s consti- 
tnents—a highly respectable cilizen—stating that 
there had been recently paid out in that vicinity 
$40,000 of the bills of the old Bank of the United 
States for the produce of the country, and stating 
that the people. were getting alarmed in respect to 
them, and were anxious to know to whom they 
were to look to redeem them, and asking- his 
opinion and advice as to whom the people were 
to look for their redemption. What answer 
could be made to such an inquiry? :The only re- 
medy he could conceive, was for some person or 
corporation who had, by purchase or otherwise, 
acquired a sufficient amount to warrant the ex- 
pense, to institute proceedings in chancery in the 
United States courts, to have a receiver appointed, 
to reduce the assets of the old bank into money, 
and pay off its liabilities. He was certainly not 
disposed to continue the existence of the charter of 
that bank, which he had shown would be necessary 
in order to make it subject to actions at law. .As he 
understood the matter, the funds and property of 
old bank were now in possession of the new bank or 
its officers, in the character of trustees, to close up its 
concerns, and collecti ts funds, and pay off its liabili- 
lies. Instead of faithfully discharging this trust, and 
getting in its circulation, they bad been engaged in 
extending it; instead of paying off its notes, for 
which purpose they took the funds, they were issu- 
ing old notes, They had done so to the amount 
of several millions, Surely this state of things 
ought not to be suffered. ‘This Government have 
created the corporation, and given it all its power; 
and it seemed to him it was bound to take all ne- 
cessary measures to prevent the abuse of this 
power, and to protect their citizens from frauds aud 
losses, 

He had thought of introducing a resolution, 
either directing, in the first instance, or directing an 
inquiry into the expediency of passing a law, re- 
quiring the Attorney General of the United States 
to institute proceedings for the appointment of a 
receiver of the fundsand property of the late bank, 
and paying off its liabilities, and closing the con- 
cern. The present trustees had not proved faithful 
to their trust, and ought to be removed. In 
a short time the funds and property of the 
late bank would be so changed, that they 
could not be identified. As yet it was probable 
that a sufficient amount to pay off its liabilities 
might be traced and identified; but if the present 
trustees were continued, they would: soon. be so 
amalgamated with the funds of the present bank 
as not to be distinguished. If there was any thing 
is the charter: to prevent. the application. of this 
course before the 4th of March, a law might be 
made prospective, to take effect at thal time. ` He 
preferred that this whole subject should come up 
together ; it was all connected, and immediate ac- 
lion on this part of it seemed to him very impor- 
lant. He was, therefore, in favor of recommitting 
the report to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia explained that this 
bill. had -come:from the Senate on yesterday, and 
that it was simply a bill to prevent ihe abatement 
of suits now, depending, and which may be.brought 
against the insuitulion,-or by it, prior to: the dih of 
March next... He. was. opposed. to the connection 

the matter brought 10 the notice of the. House 


With this bill, 
should be passed immediately, as the 4th of March 
Ws hear at hand; and if this matter was connected 
With it, he feared it would elicit not only a lengthy 
discussion in ‘relation to the propriety of the mea~ 
lire, Hut that it would introducé å political bank 

iscussion, which, in all probability, would not be 
brought to a close by the.4th of March. The 
Whole bank question, he anticipated; would be 
Spéned up by it, arid all the alleged abiises dË the 
bank would Be again brought to view. He would 
here state, that he had ‘no friendly disposition to- 
wards the Bank of the United States, notwithstand- 
ing thathe had been charged with being friendly to 
it from a cértain quarter in this city. This bil 
Was of the utmost importance, inasmuch as there 
Was no provision in relatio#i to the continuance of 
stis in the charter after the 4th of March next. 
He trusted, therefore, that the bill would pass the 
House, and then if there was any thing further ne- 
cessary, let a new bill be introduced to that effect. | 

Mr. TOUCBY hoped the bill wotld be tecom- 
titted to the sommiltee, so that it might be consi- 
dered at a full meeting of the committee, because 
this morning there had only been five members of 
the committee present, the other four not having a 
knowledge of the meeting of! the committe or of 
the ¢haradtef of the bill. He, therefore, trusted 
that the motion to recommit would prevail. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he was notified to attend 
a meeting of the Judiciary Committee, for the pur- 
pose of taking up and considering a bill of great 
importance. He attended, and found five mem- 
bers of the committee in attendance. The whole 
of ike members present concurred in the im- 
portance of the bill, and in reporting it to the 
House with the amendments which had been pre- 
sented. It was true the gentleman from Maine 
had raised some objections, but he subsequently 
Waived the objections, and agreéd that the bill 
Should be reported to the House. 

Mr, CILLEY explained that he had agreed it 
should, in case it was shown to the absent members 
of the committee before it was reported to the 
House, 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he was desirous that 
it should have been submitted to the absent mem- 
bers, and for this purpose he had waited until 
after the Committee on the Judicia ry had been 
called by the Chair; and no opportunity presented 
itself, a8 the gentlemen were not to be found by 
him. As to the remark of the gentleman, that he 
did not know any of the provisions of the bill, he 
thought it strange, beeause he thought that every 
member of the House was aware that this bill was 
to prevent the abatement of suits brought by and 
against the Bank of the United States, He hoped 
the bill would be speedily adopted by the House. 

Mr. BOND said that this bill was not a measure- 
proposed for the benefit of the Bank of the United 
Slates, but it wasa measure for the benefit of the 
people of this country. The people of this country 
were larger creditors of the bank than debtors to it; 
therefore, it was a measure for the benefit of the 
people. The bank had sold out ber branches in 
the different States to individuals and State. banks, 
and in many cases suits were depending both by 
and against the bank to the amount of several mil- 
lions; therefore, it was highly proper that this bill 
should be passed, so that these suits might not be 
abated. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that he was in fa- 
vor of the passage of this bill; but he should like to 
have it go back to the committee, so that it might 
he acted upon at a full meeting of the committee, 
As the majority of the committee had already re- 
ported it to the House, he had no doubt it would 
immediately be reported by the committee after 
being considered in a full committee. This would 
satisfy the House; and he trestcd this course would 
be pursued. s 

Mr. EVANS called for the orders of the day; 
which motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. TURNEY said that this bill had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary late last 
evening, on the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. GARLAND.) A parual meeting of the 
committee was held this morning, although this was 
not the usual time for the meeting of the commit- 


Pi 


because it was necessary that it Í} tee, and withaat the usual 


Subject was considered, and it was wue that a: ma» 
jority of the committee agreed to report. the bill to 
the House, still he thoughi it ought to have. been 
considered at a full meeting of: the committee.: 

Mr. GARLAND stated that it was true that he 
had on yesterday moved to have:this bill committed 
to the Committee on the Judiciary; and from that 
fact, and the remarks of the gentleman this morn- 
ing, ii might be supposed. that-He had called the 
committee together. He begged leave, however, 
now to say that he had not made that call. 

Mr. TURNEY said it was not his intention to 
cast any reflection upon any member of the com- 
mittee. He hal merely stated the facts of the case, 
and he hoped, considering those facts, that the 
House would see the propriety of sending the bill 
back to the comniilteé. 

Mr. ATHERTON concurred in the remarks of 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, and hoped that 
the House would send back this bill; because he 
would be very unwilling Wat it should bë passed 
by the House, without having been fully consider- 
ed at a full meeting of the committee. 

‘The question was then taken, and the bill was 
recommitted to the Committee on the Jadictary. 

On moion of Mr. CURTIS, a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a 
report on the subject of Telegraphs, lying on the 
Speakers table, was taken up atid referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

‘The first business in order was the motion of 
Mr. Evans to refer a message of the President of 
the United States; with sundry accompanying 
focuments, to the Committee oli Foreign Affairs, 
with instructions to report a bill to provide for 
surveying the Northeastern boundary line of the 
United States; according to the provisions of the 
treaty of peace of 1783, : 

The objection made yesterday for leave to bring 
in this bill being withdrawn, 

Mr. EVANS accordingly brought in the bill, 


| moved its first and second reading, and reference 


to the Committee on Moreign Affatrs. 

Mr. 1. then resumed his remarks at the point 
left oF yesterday, going into an extended review of 
the whole subject, referring to the correspondence 
and other documents bearing upon it, Mr. E. 
concluded by moving also the printing of three 
thousand extra copies of the document referred to. 

Mr. PAIRSIELD thea took the floor, but gave 
way to Mr. CARTER of Maine, on whose mo- 
tion, the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Tavurspay, February &, 1838. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition 
numerously signed by the business men of Cincin- 


nali, Obio, praying Congress to aid in the construc- | 


tion of the'steambuat canal about to be constructed 
round the falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side, by 
subscribing for stock in the Jeffersonville and New 
Albany canal company. Mr. S. also presented the 
charter of the company; which, together with the 
petition, was referred to the Commitee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. PIERCE presented certain documents in 
support of the petition of Joseph Bassett; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL prescuied a petition numerously 
signed by citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the completion of 
the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
the State of Mississippi to invest the two per cent. 
und of that State, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolation, 
which was considersd and adopted: ` 

Whereas, tho papers, documents, records, and 
archives, which are kept and deposited in the offi- 
ces of the Recorder and Surveyor General of the 
United States respectively, at St. Louis, State of 
Missouri, are of the highest value and importance, 
and a great number of which, namely, those relat- 
ing to French and Spanish land. titles in the pro- 


vince of Up: 


ce being given. The | 
sre -stroyed, could either not be replaced a 


Louisiana, if lost; purloined, or de- 
; at-all, or only 
replaced at great labor, expense,.-and: inconve- 
nience. . And wheteds, those.records, which are ež- 
clusively of proceedings. and: surveys. anterior. te 
ihe treaty of. cession of Louisiana. to. ‘the , United 
States, could not, if destroyed, be replaced without 
great labor, andan: expenditure: of at least. a mil- 
lion. of dollars; and. whereas they are. now, in 
continual and imminent danger of being.lost, sto- 
len, or destfoyed, in conseqtience of ‘the very ex- 
posed and insecure slate of. the buildings in which 
these offices. are now kept, at St. Louis; and where- 
as it is in the highest degrce expedient: and neces- 
saty to provide, without delay, for the safe-keep- 
ing of these all-important. records and archives, it 
therefore h : F 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finanée be 
instructed to inquire and. report whether any, and 
what, measures should be adopted by Congress to 
secure the papers; documents, records, and archives 
now deposited and keptin the offices of the. Record- 
er and Surveyor General of the United States, re- 
spectively, at St. Louis, Stat: of Missouri, from 
firo or other accidents; and what amount of money 
it would require to provide suitable iron safes or 
buildings at St. Louis, in which said offices might 
be held, and the above described papers, docu- 
ments, records, and archives safely kept and depo- 
sited. : 

The bill ta abolish the Cireait Court of the Uni- 

ted States. at Hluntsville, Alabama, .was read the 

third time and passed, ; ~ 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

On mation of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill imposing additional du- 
lies as depositaries on public officers in certain 
cases, etc.—the question being on Mr. Rivus’s sub- 
stitute for the bill. 

Mr. TIUBBARD then addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the substitute of Mr. Rives, 
and in conclusion ef his speech commenced yes- 
terday. a 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he did not rise with 
the view of going into the merils of the bill; what- 
ever he might have to say on that subject, he should 
reserve for the further progress of the debate. His 
object was to repel insinuations which had been 
thrown cut from high authority, and endorsed by 
the Senator from New Mampshire, last up, in rela- 
tion lo the influence said to be exercised: by-the 
banksin the November electioag,in hig State,” Mr- 
T. maintained that if any ‘improper influence had 
been exercised, that it was more on the side o£ the 
Administration’ than against il. The greatest 
change which had taken. place in the public feel~ 
ing was in those counties where banks were not 
located; and this change, which had so surprised 
the President, was no. subject of astonishment.to 
Mr. T. We had all along told them that.it the 
contemplated measure was attempted to be carried 
through, that New York would speak for. herself 
in a language not to be misunderstood. She had 
so spoken; and he warned the friends of the Ad- 
ministration against the ides of November, if they 
persisted m a scheme of such madness ani, folly. 

Mr. 'T, contended that the change whicb. had 
taken place in the popular sentiment was occa- 
sioned by the alarm in the minds of the better sort 
of the party, lest the views of English, Radicals, 
Loco Focos, and others of that Slamp, were to be 
forced upon the country. ft was that fear that pro- 
duced the change in New York and othér’ places; 
the people thought they saw a fixed determination 
of those in power for the destruction of all banks, 
the repeal of charters and vested rights. He would 
not say that such was the design; bat it was thought 
to be so, from the course pursued by. the: official 
organ of the Executive. After the war against the 
United States Bank was over, and the. monster 
dead, and after the State banks’ had-been used in 
part as agents in effecting that.destraction, then 
came a warfare, more violent and: unrelenting: in 
Its nature against the: State -banks, than bad ever 
been waged against the Bank of-the United States. 
Many who had enlisted: in-the frst war were not 
disposed. to. serve. through. the. second; they-could - 
not be brought to enlist-in a.crusade: againsty.the 
State institutions; and now; that: they had: -been.-dé- 


„Would, have been 


prived of the United Stales Bank, 
ippreciate its benefits. ~~” : 
> The gentleman from New Hampshire had said 


there was no design to interfere. with the instita- 


ions of the States. If that were.so, what-were the 


: People to infer from their acts?.. Look. to the bank+ 


; rūpt laws, as recommended by the Executive at 
“the extra session. ( 


Whatever the President recom- 
have presumed. at least that it 
Hd. ha acted on; and then what would 
have been the effect produced? Why that all the 
banking institutions throughout the whole country 


‘mended, he must 


‘would.be placed under the hands of commissioners, 


and they under the revision of the President, the 
result of which would have been, that all the greal 
interests of the country, commercial and inland, 
would have been sacrificed. Had the President 
forgot that while a Senator from New York, in 
1826, he had deelared in this body that the bank- 
rupt law was unconstitutional; and yetin this short 
period, he was the first to recommend a measure, 


which, if it could have been carried out, would 


have ended in one wide-sweeping destruction over 
all the moneyed institutions of the States. 

Mr. T. said that another reason why the people 
had taken the alarm was, that every man who 
lifted his voice against these schemes was pro~ 
scribed by the “official organ,” as ìt was called. 


_ They saw their representatives denounced and vili- 


fied for the stand they had taken. They saw, too, 
the acts of the Executive, in recommending one 


` measure, and then, when they were ready to carry 


it into effect, they were ordered to wheel abont ani 
march off. They had seen the Specie circular, 
with the feelings of both Houses of Congress 
against it, retained, to the great injury of the coun- 
try. They saw, too, that this identical measure 
mow before them, when introdnced by a representa- 
tive from Virginia some time since, was denounced 


as revolutionary in its bearing, as injudicious and 


unsafe, and that all the force that could be rallied 
in its favor did not amount to more than thirty-two 
votes. And yet, said Mr. T. this scheme is now 
-presented by the Executive, and we are called on 
and expected to vote for it. He, as a party, took 


ground against it at that time, and he, as one af 


that party, was pressing the same principle he then 
pursued; and yet the opponents of this scheme 


. were treated in a.manner that showed that freedom 


of speech and thought was no Jonger cherished; 


that the very theory of government was reversed; 


_and: when Executive power had become such that 


all who opposed its views were to be proscribed 
and denounced, it was time for people to take the 
alarm; and he would tell gentlemen, if these 
means were persisted in, that New York would 
speak in November in a voice louder than the 
mighty cataract on her western border. 

. Mr. T. said that there was nothing to justify the 
allegation that the banks had exerted their influ- 
ence ; there was not the slightest foundation for 
such an assertion ; yet what a picture did it present 
to the world of Republican institutions! What 
would be the opinion in England, with whom we 
had more intercourse than all others, when a Chief 


Magistrate charged upon a State, and that the Em- 


pire State, that her elective franchise had been cor- 


“rupted through the influence of local banks. 


Mr. WRIGHT said, he rose. more because he 
supposed the Senate would expect him to reply, 
‘than because he was disposed to do so. The re- 
marks of his colleague had ‘been ‘principally con- 


fined to questions belonging tothe State which 


‘they had the honor to represent here, and. its citi- 
zens, and not to questions involved in the discus- 
sion before this body. i; f 
-Ithad been his ‘object, and he believed his habit, 
to-confine himself to the debate before the Senate, 
and he could not be induced now to vary from a 
rule'which he had found so salutary.. In the part 


. he-had taken in those: debates, he had endeavored 


to: discuss every topic with temper and modera- 
tion, and to respect the feelings and courtesy due to 
évery member of the body, whatever opinions he 


might held... 


That, too, he.intended todo now. . And as it was 
ertain that any discussion between himself and his 


» colleague, upon questions which.did not pertain to 
“our duties here, which related to the action of their 


‘they began to 


-such discussions wholly. 


common constituents, and to the results. of élec- 

tions, and the like, would be almost certain to 
throw them into conflict, to develope a radical dif- 
ference of opinions.and views between them, and 
perhaps to excite personal feeling, he declined all 


He had, as he had had occasion to say, upon 
very recent occasion, intended to treat his honora- 
ble and respected colleague with every kindness, 
and he could not follow him into a debate which 
might place the full execution of that Intention be- 
yond his power. aed 

They could yet both agree in onè opinion: that 
they represented a people as intelligent, as free, 
as uncorrupted dnd incorruptible, as the constitu- 
ency of any two Senators upon the floor, What- 
everthen mightbe their opinions ofthe causes whith 
influenced a particular election, or to which its re- 
sults were altributable, or whatever they might 
think of the influence of pending questions upon 
future elections, they could not claim that their 
opinions, or wishes, would materially influence 
that coustituency, If they were free, and intelli- 
gent, and uncorrupted, this inference was not au- 
thorized, 

The only question, then, which, as between 
themselves, they could properly dehate was, in 
cases in which they were compelled to differ, which 
represented that constituency uly, This was a 
question which he could not discuss with his col- 
league here. It might be interesting to an au- 
dience, but it could not be useful to the country to 
hear them wrangle upon such a point. 

He had not another single remark to make in 
reply to his colleague. He (Mr. Tantmance) had 
understood the late annual Message of the Presi. 
dent to castan imputation upon the independent 
electors of the State of New York, of corruption at 
the November election in that States. ‘This was 
the first construction of that character which had 
been pul upon that document in any quarter. Hie 
(Mr. W.) did not so understand it. The President 
referred to the fact that the election was exclusively 
for State, and notat all for Federal, officers. Healso 
referred to the immense State, and local, and cor- 
porate, and private interests which must be pre- 
sented to the State Legislatare then to'be elected, 
and ventured to infer that the action of the people 
at the polls might be supposed to have been influ- 
enced by these great considerations, and not by the 
questions of a national character then depend- 
ing before the country, and whic might come be- 
fore the present Congress. This was his under- 
standing of the sentiments of the Message; but the 
document was before the country, and was as well 
anderstood by the constituents of his colleague and 
himself as by them. A large portion of those con- 
stituents were as capable of placiag a proper con- 
struction upon the language of the President as 
they were; and he must, therefore, decline any 
further discussion of that point with his colleague 
here. 

He must say, however, that he felt the deepest 
consciousness, and he knew his colleague ought to 
feel the same, that the President was incapable of 
making a charge of corruption against the people 
of his native State; that he had not done it in fact, 
and certainly bad not in intention. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, when he first rose, 
he remarked that he did not mean to go into the 
merits of the bill, but to repel the charge which he 
conceived to he made against the people of his 
State, and which he knew, from his own personal 
knowledge, to be without foundation. No man, 
he said, was less ın the habit of wandering from 
the subject under discussion than himself; but when 
the people of his State were aspersed, he felt it his 
duty to defend thera at all times and on all occa- 
sions. 

Mr. CLAY said it was not his intention to enter 
into any argument at this time on the main question 
under discussion; but he had risen to express his 
thanks to the Senator from New York, who. first 
addressed the Chair, (Mr. Tattmapog,) for the no- 
tice he took of the President's Message. The Sena- 
tor’s colleague, (Mr. Wruart,) in declining to. meet 
him on that ground, showed that he acknowledged 


_ the truth of the maxim: that “ discretion“ was the 


better part of valor.” He was shocked (Mr. Cs" 


ments. He reccilected when, some years ago, an 
illustrious. man, now nu-.more, who was the Chief 


` Maristrate of the State of New York, called the ats 


tention of the Legislature to the interference of the 
Federal officers with the State élections... A resolu 
tion was adopted, asking him to give évidence of 


.the facts charged by him, which, from the natuté 


of the circumstances, it was not in Bis power io 
give; but had the facts been established, the whole 
country would have sympathised with him and ex- 
pressed the deepest abhorrence at the conduct of 
which he complained. A State Chief Magistrate 
might, in his message, refer to the result of his 
elections in his own State, but what decent pretèxt 
had a President of the Unites States to take notice 
of the result of State elections, and assign catises; 
dishonorable causes, for them. The Senator from 
New York (Mr. Wricut) said that he wotild ict 
oacupy the attention of the Senate with subjects 
forgien to that under discussion. If it was impro- 
per for the Senator to do it, how came the Presi- 
dent to do it, and assign dishonorable causes 
forthe result? for no man could read the Message 
without seeing that there was a diredt insinuatlon 
of bank influence. Sir, said Mr. ©. if the Presi= 
dent had ventured to take such notice of thé elec- 
tions in my State, not one day, not. one hour; 
should have passed, without my offering a tesdlua 
tion, notwithstanding the expunging resolution 
stands on the record, ‘severely reprehending such 
conduct. He did hope that one of the Senators 
from New York or Pennsylvania would have risen 
and vindicated his State against the unfounded and 
unworthy imputations contained in that Message. 
He agreed with the Senator from New York who 
had first spoken, (Mr. Tarnmange) that the result 
or the New York elections was owing to the con- 
duct of the last and the present Administration. -If 
ever there was an instance of a great people moved 
by a sense of danger to preserve their interests 
against a course of measures utterly destructive of 
them; if ever there was a spontaneous movement 
of a people, unprompted by the usual appliances 
which attend elections, to assert their rights against 
the madness, wickedness, and folly of an Adminis- 
tration, it was that of the New York election. He 
thanked the Senator from New York (Mr. Tarte 
MapGr) for bringing this matter to the attention of 
the Senate. It was known to his friends that he 
was ready with a resolution calling on the Chief 
Magistrate for the evidence on which he made his 
allusions to the New York elegtions, but refrained 
from offering it, merely because the matter did not 
relate to his awn State. a 

Mr. WRIGHT said the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Cray) was over kind to- his colleague; that if 
a controversy must arise between him and his col- 
league here, he (Mr. W.) should have more than 
he could well attend to, to meet upon equal terms 
his colleague alone, without the weight of the dis- 
tinguished Senator in the scale against him. It 
was, therefore, wholly unnecessary that the pa- 
triotic gentleman should have interposed himself as 
a shield to his colleague upon the present occasion. 

He could not, however, forbear one: remark. in 
reply to the Senator himself. That distinguished 
anc experienced statesman had told him that, in 
declining the controversy with his colleague, he 
had illustrated the maxim that “discretion is the 
better part of valor.” This was a sound maxim, 
and he (Mr. W.) had intended, in all his actions 
here, to bear it constantly-in mind. Since hearing 
the views of the Senator upon that part of the 
message of the President to which his honorable 
colleague had alluded, and his.declaration as to the 
resolution in censure of the President, which he 
says he was inclined and prepared to offer, but 
which he finally omitied to present, he must say 
that, upon one single occasion, the gentleman had 
consulted:the rule which he had .so promptly com- 


-plimented him for following. In this case, disere- 
‘tion was, most clearly, the better part of valor in 


‘his action. 


tè 


_ Mr. CLAY 
veiy fairsin 

Å itet ihe consideration of Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned. . 


> (good humoredly 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

f Fripay, February 9, 1828. 

, The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
rom the Hon. H. A. Muittensiegs, notifying that 
ehad this day forwarded his resignation, as a 

member of the House, to the Governor of the State 

of Pennsylvania. . 

Mr. WISE rose and said, that in coming to the 
House this moming, he had met the geritleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Mutrexgerc,) and he 
must say, when he’ saw that gentleman departing, 
that he felt some personal regret at his taking his 
leave of us. I (said Mr. W.) have known that 
gentleman ever since I have been in public life; 
and permit me to say, although a political opponent, 
that he goes from this body with my personal regard 
atid gool wishes. I have observed his course as 
éhairman of the Commitee on Revolutionary 
Claims of this House for a number of years; and I 
have observed particularly his course as a member 
of the select committee, of which I was chairman, 
‘during the last winter; and I can say, on behalf’ of 
that gentleman, that personally, his kind manner 
and amiable disposition endeared him to all who 
were connected with him; and as a politician, I can 
say that he was one of the most faithfnl of the 
party, and he. bore his burthens with exemplary 
patience. I regret that he has thus escaped the re- 
solution I offered the other day; but I rejoice that 
he has been removed by the Executive from this 
scene of turmoil here, and sent to a haven.of rest 
abroad. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

‘i CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill 
for the relief of Francis Mallory. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, the vacancy on this 
committee, occasioned by the seat of Mr. Guoason 
being declared vacant, was ordered to be filled up. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Sutton Stevens. 


JUDICIARY. 

Mr. TOUCEY reported a resolution to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union from the further consideration of so much of 
the Message of the President as relates to the Hate 
Bank of the United States, and the reissue of its 
notes by its present trustee, and that the same be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
was concurred in. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG moved that a member on this com- 
mittee be appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Mr. Munurnserc ; which 
was agreed to, : 
: PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 

Mr. CHEATHAM reported a bill for the relief 
of Don Lewis R. Orillon, 

AGRICULTURE, 

Mr. PHELPS moved that so much of the report 
of the Commissioner on Patents as relates to the 
subject of agriculture, be referred to that commit- 
tee; which was agrecd to. 

~ INDIAN APPAIRS. 

Mr. BELL reported S-nate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an 
act for the appointment of commissioners to adjust 
the claims to reservations of lands, under the 14th 
article of the treaty with the Choctaw Indians in 
1830.” ; . 

Mr. B. explained the object of the bill to be to 
extend the time of the committee to the first of An- 
gust next; and, on his motion, the House went into 
committee on the bill, Mr. OWENS in the Chair. 

Mr. LYON said he considered this bill should be 
amended. By the former act the commissioners 
were empowered to issue subpmnas, but no provi- 
sion had been made for their being served. Mr. 
L. submitted an amendment, making it the duty of 
the United States , 
` Mr. BELL hoped he would not press it then, 


bill. 


) All pretty fair, Í 


but suffer the provision to be made in a separate 


CONGRESSION 


_ Mr. LYON had no desire 
this bill, though ‘he was satisfi 
sion as he had proposed should: be madej and He 
withdrew the amendment. © © 0 T 


The committee then rose, and reported the bill 


withoat_ amendment; and, after a few remarks 
trom Messrs. McKAY, BELL, DAWSON, and 
LYON, erat 


Mr. DAWSON moved its postponement. till 


Monday next. 

Mr. HAYNES briefly opposed the motion; and, 
after a few farther remarks by Messrs. DAWSON, 
BELL, HAYNES, PARKER, and POPE, 

Mr. DAWSON modified his motion so as to 
Postpone tHe bill watil to-morrow, and make it the 
sspecial order of the day for thé morning hour; 
which motion was agreed to. A 

The bill from the Senate to abolish the Circuit 
Court at Huntsville, Alabama, was taken up, read 
twice, and, on motion of Mc. THOMAS, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, [after an inel- 
fectual efort, by Mr. CHAPMAN, to procure its 
third reading. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate Dill 
to amend the act of the 3d of March, 1837, entitled 
an act supplementary to the act to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States. 

PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The CHAIR then announced the private orders. 

Mr. EVANS asked if the Executive communi- 
cation from the President of the United States, in 
relation to the Maine boundary, was not the first 
subject in order? 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the Crair would 
not decide that private business took precedence of 
Exccutive communications on the Speaker's table, 
as it was with great difficulty that the public busi- 
ness could now be reached. 

The CHAIR then stated the question to the 
House, and took its sense upon it; and the House 
decided that private business should take prece- 
dence. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then moved a suspension of 
the rule, for the purpose of proceeding to-day with 
the Executive communication on the Speaker's ta- 
ble; which motion was disagreed to. 

The bill authorizing the Washington National 
Monument Society to erect a monument to the 
memory of George Washington on the public 
grounds, was read a third lime and passed. 

‘The bill to establish a pension agency at Tusca- 
loosa, in the State of Alabama, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Falion, was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. McK AY moved to postpone its further con- 
sideration until Friday next. 

After a few words by Messrs. CALHOUN of 
Massachusetts, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, Me. 
KAY, and PETRIKEN, the motion to postpone 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. OWENS then called for the reading of the 
report accompanying this bill; which being read, 
Mr, O. briefly opposed the bill in its present form, 
because it was based upon a report which he 
could not consent to as being correct. He was 
willing that the heirs of Robert Fulton should re- 
ceive some compensation for his invaluable ser- 
vices, but he was not disposed to give it in its 
present form. 

Mr. WISE briefly supported the bill in its pre: 
sent form, because it was not intended to give the 
heirs of Robert Fulton a gratuity. It was to give 
that to the heirs which they were entitled to re- 
receive, as a compensation for Mr. Fulton’s ser- 
vices to the Government. : 

After some further remarks by Messrs. McKAY, 
WHITTLESEY, HOFFMAN, CRAIG, and 
RUSSELL, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to reduce the appropria- 
tions from one hundred thousand to twenty-five 
thousand dollars. : 

After some further remarks by Messrs. HOFF- 
MAN, RUSSELL, WHITTLESEY, and Mc- 
KAY. 

Mr. RUSSELL modified his motion so as to 


‘delay the passaga of || strike out the whole appropriatior 
ed onie shell Hon -to be a blank. 10 be filled by the- House. 


journ: Jost. 


ion, so.as to: leave it 
~ Afet some remarks by Messrs. HOFFMAN, 
LEGARE, CHAMBERS, and BIDDLE; 

.” Mr. DUNCAN, after a few remarks, moved to 
postpone the further consideration of this bill until 
the frst Friday in March; which was disagreed to. 

Mr, PETRIKEN moved thatthe House ad- 

Mr. McKAY-gave notice that if the motion to 
sttiké out prevailed, he should move to fill the 
blank with $50,000. = i 

Mr. RUSSELL then called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to strike oùt, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas, 80, nays 111. 

So the motion to strike out was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAYNES moved to strike out $100,000, 
and insert $50,000. l f ; 

Mr. WISE moved the Previous Question; which 
was seconded by the House—ayes 91, noes 72, and 
the main qaestion was ordered to be put. 

Mr. GRIFFIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the engrossment of ‘the bill; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 112, nays 69. r 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time to-day. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved a call of the House: 
lost. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of making a motion that when the 
House. adjourns, it adjourn to meet.on Monday 
next; which was agreed to. : 

Mr. G. then submitted his motion, and 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 
nays upon said motion; which were ordered, and 
were, yeas 77, nays 61, 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communikation from the Secretary ofthe Treasury, 
on the case of Charles S. Sibbalet, referred to that 
Department from the Committe of Claims; which, 
on motion of WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. ` 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 11th of January last, in relation to 
certain claims of Indians in the State of Missouri; 
which, on motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

The Ifouse then adjourned to meet-on Monday 
next. a gs 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, Feb. 9, 1837. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the. petition of the 
heirs of Nancy Collins, praying confirmation of 
her claims to lands in Louisiana: referred’ to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial from the 
Historical Society, praying certain documents in 
Great Britain in relation to American history: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported bill which had been recommit- 
ted, for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and 
others, with an amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
prescntatives of George Duvall and others. 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill granting a pension to David Gil- 
more. 

Mr, BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the..Missouri 
volunteers to be paid for horses lust or east away 
in the voyage from Tampa Bay. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill to authorize the issuing a patent to 
Andrew March Perkins and George Howard Ky~ 
ant; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. A 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of George. Duvall 
and others was taken up; and after a debate, in 
which Messrs. SEVIER, LINN, anā KING, took 


_ praying for-an appropriation for the completion of 
lhé frigate Raritan, now on: the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

» Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition’ of sundry 
merchants of New York, remonswating-against the 
discontinuance of the Express mail: referred tothe 
Committee’ on the Post Office and Post Roads: - 

Mr-ROANE presented the petition:of ‘the Navy 

_ Yard Beneficial Society of the city of Washington 
which: was referred to the Committee on the Dis. 
trict of “Columbia. pace ? 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Clement 
L. Larkin and Hugh Maxwell, praying for com- 
pensation for services performed as contractors for 
constructing Fort Schuyler, at Throg’s Point, New 
York: referred to the Committee on Claims.. 

Also, the petition of Clark: Case, praying for in- 
crease of pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. : 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of James 
and Maria Linville, praying remuneration for pro- 
perty destroyed by the British during the late war 
with Great Britain: referred to the Committee on 
Claims: 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was granted 
to Susan Brewer to withdraw her petition and pa- 
pers. > 5 ES 

‘On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the papers on 
the files of the last session relating to the improve- 
ment of Owls Head harbor and - bay, were 
again referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of Delaware, in relation to the 
harbour of Delaware City, on the files of the last 
session, were again referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. . 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of William 
Berry, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Mlinois, 
praying for an appropriation to aid in the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Fox river: referred. to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, 

- Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Mlinois 
and Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of relinquishing to the State of Alabama the two 
per cent. fund which has accrued, or may accrue, 
from the. proceeds of the sales of public lands with- 
jn said Slate.since her admission into the Union, to 
be applied toward the construction of a milroad to 


connect the Tennessee river with the waters of 


Mobile bay. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the annual amounts 
of balances of public money in the Treasury at the 
end of each year, from the year 1789 to the present 
time. 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of. the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the names 
of the. banks which. declined to receive the public 
deposites in the years 1833 and 1834, or sarren- 
dered the said deposites after having received them, 
with all thé correspondence in relation to such refu- 
-sals and surrenders. 

On motion.of Mr. WEBSTER, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury ‘relative to the payment 
of pensions and, fishing: bounties in bills of the 
Commonwealth Bank. of Boston, was taken. up, 
and the- motion. pending, to refer it to the Com- 
mittee2on- Finance, was agreed to. ‘ 

>. Mr. YOUNG; from. the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an unfavorable:report on the peti- 
‘ton of EW., and Moses Smithy - - 


l þei ngrossed fora 
ir CLAY presented four’ petitions from-sundry 
mechanics and-others, of Brooklyn-and.New York, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘The resolution to furnish the committee rooms 
with certain books, together. with the ‘report of the 
Committee on the Library thereon, was taken: up, 
and the resolution, after being amended so-as. to 
provide for the purchase of  Gordows Digest, was 
agreed. to. . R 

On. motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill to change 
the times of holding the Courts of the United States 
for the Easterns District of Virginia, was taken up, 
and, after being amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed: for a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill as the unfinished business; 
when f 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose and addressed the 
Senate for two hours and a half in opposition to 
the bill, and in favor of the substitute offered by 
Mr. RIVES; after which, 
` On motion of Mr. NILES, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Feb. 12, 1838. 
CHARGE OF CORRUPTION. 

Mr. WISE rose, and said, Mr. Speaker, I have 
a subject of the deepest importance to bring to the 
attention of this House, a subject which involves 
the honor and the purity of Congress, and the purity 
of the whole Government. Sir, I bring to the al- 
tention of the House a direct and unequivocal 
charge, against a member of the Congress of the 
United States, of corruption; a charge which is 
openly made by the editors of two responsible pa- 
pers in this country, who vouch that the charge 
can be proved by a responsible witness or wit- 
nesses. Sit, I will read it, as I have extracted it 
from the New York Courier and Enquirer, and 
upon this paper I shall demand, from this House, 
an investigation. 

Mr. W. then read the statement referred to, 
which will be found reiterated in bis motion below, 
after having read it. 

Mr. W. resumed as follaws: Now, sir, this “Spy 
in Washington” js an anonymous writer, and I 
shall not notice him in the proceeding, but here is 
a responsible editor, who. vouches that this charge 
can be proved. The charge is made in the most 
direct manner, and Congress is called upon to de- 
fend its own character and its own honor; and I 
therefore ask this Heuse, at once, to appoint a 
committee, and give them full power to send for 
these: witnesses, to inquire who they are, and who 
that member of Congress is, and det the whole mat- 
ter be investigated and reported upon to the coun- 
try. Fere was an opportunity now offered. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, Twill say that T will 
not be responsible that this charge can be proved: 
far fromit. I hope it may turn out either to be 
false ora mistake. I believe myself that corrup- 
tion, in an indirect form and in a general sense, does 
exist, but I have never supposed that any one 
had been daring enough to offer tosell his Exe- 
cutive influence. Sir, if this be tzue; if influ- 
ence is to be sold to contractors or speculators by 
members of either Honse, E will adopt the seati- 
ment I have lately heard pronounced “referm or 
revolution, liberty or death.” Sir, I hope the House 
will not refuse to grant the committee. 

Mr. W. then moved the following resolution: 

Whereas, the following publication appears in the 
New York Courier and Enquirer, to wit: 

t CORRUPTION in Concress.-— We yesterday pub- 
lished a fetter from ‘the Spy in Washington,’ di- 
rectly charging a member of Congress with corrup- 
tion, and offering to prore the charge befoye a emn- 
mittee of either Liouse, When called upon for that 
purpose, We republich the charge to-day, and 
call upon Congress promptly to jnstitate the inves- 
tigation thus challenged, beth as an act of justice to 
itselfand to the country. ‘The Spy in Washington,’ 
it may be said that he is not an ostensible or respon- 
sibie person; but we desire at once te obviate this 
difficulty, by stating, as -we now do, that he is 
known tous, and that whenever calle | upon by a 
committee of Congress; we pledge ourselves that 
he shall be forthcoming, and that he is one whose 
standing warrants an imuiediate’ proceeding on the 
part of Congress, eae ie PRES Tm 


Extract from. yesterday's Courter. and Enquirer. ... 
“The more brief my statement, the better it. 
will be understood. It is in my power, if broaght ` 
to the bar of either House, or before a‘committee, 
and process allowed me to compel the attendance. 
of witnesses, to prove, by. the oath of a respectable’ 
and unimpeachable citizen, as well as by ‘writ-. 
ten documentary. evidence, THAT THERE Is AT 
LEAST ONE. MEMBER OF CONGRESS WHO HAS OFFERED 
TO BARTER HIS SERVICES AND HISANFLUENCE WITH A 
DEPARTMENT OR DEPARTMENTS: FOR COMPENSATION. 
‘Why, sir,’ said the applicant for a contract, ‘if 
my proposition has merit, it will be received. If it 
has not, I do not expect it will be accepted. And 
what do you think was the answer of the honorable 
member? I will give it to you in his own empha- 
tic language. ‘ Menit,’ said he; ‘ way THINGS. DO 
NOT GO HERE BY MERIT, BUT BY PULLING TAB” 
RIGHT STRINGS. Make IT MY INTEREST, AND I 
WILL PULL. THE STRINGS FOR YOU.’ ”. i i 
Therefore, Resolved, That a select committee of 
members, with power to send for persóns, 
and papers, be appointed to inquire into the charge 
of corruption therein contained against a member 
of Congress, and they 1eport to this House; that as 
soon as the committee ascertain the name of the 
person accused, they give him notice to appear 
before them and attend such examination, and that 
they report to this Hause. . 

Mr. CILLEY said that as the course proposed 
to be pursned on this occasion was novel and ex- 
traordinary, he hoped the House would pause be- 
fore it embarked in this business, on such authority 
as was produced. Thischarge comes from an edi- 
tor of a newspaper, and we all know that ina 
country where the press is free, few men can ex- 
pect to escape abuse and charges of a similar de- 
scription. Ordinarily, when we are about entering 
upon a business of this kind before a magistrate—a 
conservator of the peace—the charges submitted 
are obliged to be made distinctly, clearly, and un- 
der the sulemnity of an oath; and why should we 
now depart from this well known and well settled 
rule? He knew nothing of this editor; but if it was 
the same editor who had once made grave charges 
against an institution of this country, and. after- 
wards was said to have received facilities to the 
amountof some $52,000 from the same institution, 
and gave it his hearty support, he did not think 
that his charges were entitled to much credit in an 
American Congress. If he has charges to make, 
let him make them distinctly, and not vaguely. Let 
him make them uncer the solemnity of an oath, 
and then it will be quite time enough to act. He 
trusted the House would not go into an investiga- 
tion of this kind, on a mere newspaper statement, 
without any proof. 

If we look, we will see what had been said by 
the public press against Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, tte two Adamses, Jackson, and Van 
Buren, yet the people passed upon the merits of 
all these men, and afterwards the press retracted 
much that it had said against them. If the House 
bought differently from him, it could pursue a 
diferent course; but it seemed to him that some 
more definite charge than this ought to be made 
out before jt acted. Tt was. giving too much im- 
portance, in his opinion, to this newspaper editor 
for this House to institute an investigation upon 
his mere statement, without any proof whatever. 
He considered that all public men were liable to 
have charges of this kind made against them; and 
if their characters were not sufficient to bear it 
without an investigation into the matter before a 
committee of the House, they were not fil to be 
the representatives of the people. Tf a man was 
slandered in this way, the peaple would do him 
justice, and afierwards the press would do him 
justice, begause “ truth is mighty and will pre- 
vail.” He was in favor of the utmost freedom of 
the press; but this was an inconvenience attending 
its freedom, which every man ought to be prepared 
to bear. He thought the gentleman from Virginia 
himself, upon reflection, would come to the conclu- 
sion, that this charge was too vague and undefined 
io warrant the action of the House upon it. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that, after the very extraordi- 
nary and unaccountable opposition which the gen- 


„ieman from Maine had made to this resolution, 


andthe very singular reasons he had adduced ih | 


oppssition to it, he must call for the yeas and nays 
on ns adoption. 

The yeas and nays were thereupon ordered. 

Mr. MERCER said that no gentleman had a 
greater aversion to making this body the arena for 
the introduction of paragraphs from newspapers 
in order that gentlemen might vindicate themselves 
from the charges made in them, than himself; still 
he considered this matter of such a character as to 
require the notice of this House. The individual 
who made this charge was a- known and responsi- 
ble individual, and if the charge turned out to be 
untrue, he could be made answerable before the 
tribunals of the country in heavy damages. It 
had been made after due consideration, and at- 
taches itself to every member of the House; then 
are we to sithere under a direct imputation, a di- 
rect charge, ef this kind hanging over us? He 
trusted no opposition would be made to the inqui- 
ry. He regretted exceedingly that matters of this 
kind should be brought before the body, but in 
this instance he thought the House ought to insti- 
tute the inquiry into the matter asked for. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman from Maine had 
started with the old tune that you must have spe- 
cific charges preferred before an investigation can 
take place. That is the amount of the gentleman's 
idea, and that was the idea of the whole party at 


the last session of Congress, from the President of 


the United States down to the officers in the lowest 
departments. Before you make charges every 
thing must be known, every thing must be specific, 
and the whole case made out. Now he (Mr. W.) 
would pledge himself, althongh he was not able 
just now to Jay bis hands upon the evidence, la 
show instances of investigations being gone into on 
newspaper charges more vague and general, and 
less specific, than this; and he trusted that no man 
who was jealous of his own honor, of the honor of 
the House, and purity of the Government, would 
stop to inquire about the specifications, when he 
was thus impeached. This House ought not to 
hesitate to go into this inquiry; and he would now 
say to the gentleman from Maine, that gentlemen 
of his party ought to be the last to hesitate about 
this inquiry. The name of the person implicated 
is not given there, but he wished to be permitted to 
say to the gentleman from Maine, that that gentle- 
man was much more likely to be meant than him, 
(Mr. W.) because, szid Mr. W. I have no influ- 
ence with the Executive Departments to sell—~ 
none whatever. I can go home to my constituents 
free from any such suspicion; for just as certain as | 
apply for any thing for one of my constituents, he is 
sure not to get it; and if I tell the department that 
one of them ‘is a rogue, thal one is sure to be ap- 
pointed to office. Who is it that has influence 10 
sell? It is those who. belong to that party wiih 
which the gentleman from Maine.acts. He hoped 
the charge might prove to be untrue; but he hoped 
there was not one other gentleman of that party 
who, in all probability, was implicated, that would 
hesitate about making this inquiry. What is the 
object of this iaquiry? It is to make that certain 
and fixed, which is now uncertain and doubtful. 
It is to ascertain the name of the member of Con- 
gress, and the head and front of his offending, that 
this inquiry is asked; and he trusted that no pleas wf 
specific charges would now be urged against it. He 
considered this charge sufficiently specific; and he 
would tell those gentlemen who alone could be im- 
plicated. by it, that they had better pause before 
they voted against this inquiry. ‘They could 
go on, and, if they chose, vote nay on this 
occasion; but he would teil them that they 
need not try to shield themselves under co- 
ver of the freedom and licentiousness cf the press, 
because the imputation would rest upon them, if 
they refused to institute the inquiry, and clear the 
matter up. The member ought to be known, be ke 
Senator or be he Representative. The Editor of 
the paper alluded to, was responsible for the charge 
he had made, and although the letter to which 
the Editor referred was anonymous, still it was 
over the signature of the “Spy in Washington,” 
and that letter writer is as well known here ss the 
Editor of the Courier and Enquirer. This letter 
writer referred to documentary evidence to prove 
the fact which he asserts, so that the name of the 


member of Congress must be to this ‘ag 
or whatever it may be, andhe shouldjiike to 
gentlemnn’s signature who wonld place it to such 
an instrument asithis.. | f T 
Mr. BOULDIN said he was under considerable 
suspense as to what he should do when he first 
heard his colleague announce this subject, ‘and he 
was struck with the great indefiniteness of the 


eme ty 


charge. His colleague; however, had “since rens. 


dered it a little more specific, and now charged 
that it was some one among the friends of the Ad- 
ministration. ` 

Mr. WISE explained that the presumption was 
that it was some who had influence to sell, 

Mr. BOULDIN said whoever was. alluded to 
was unknown to him, perhaps much more so than 
to the gentleman himself, for.it was impossible for 
Mr. B. to know any thing about it. “But when the 
character and honor of the members of this House 
were thus implicated, in the first instance all being 
involved, and then again one side taken ont, and 
allon that side indiscriminately involved, while the 
other was entirely excluded, and he himself a 
member of the side included, he could not remain 
altogether silent. Mr. B...knew what was the 
effect of such matters; and he had witnessed, on a 
previous occasion, the imprudence of gentlemen 
saying any thing when these round charges were 
made. In the instance alluded to, the whole House 
was generally charged with having been drank on 
a certain occasion, and a man undertaking to say 
something for the House was condemned, so far as 
Mr. B. knew, throughout the United States, as a 
drunkard, though Mr. B. never saw him take a 
glass in his life. So would it be again if, when 
any of their brethren got up and made a charge 
against the whole House, or against half of it, the 
member who would get up to repel it would him- 
self run the risk of being held guilty of it. 

Mr. B. said he never felt so much ata loss in 
his life to know what sort of a vote to give, though 
he was at no loss to know the effect the resolution 
would have upon the House, and every mem- 
ber of it as a member; for they, none of them, 
could, by any sort of exception, so contrive as 
to except themselves. In so mnch, and as far 
as, the House itself was disgraced by being 
indiscriminately charged with this, or that, or the 
o.her offence, no man, -a member of it, could pos- 
sibly be excepted, no man could help involving 
himself. He would not make any charge, but 
could they expect to bring together two hundred 
and fifty men, without some of them being not 
quite as good as they might be, and were they to 
set about ferreting out the truth or falsehood of 
every malicious and lying paragraph of the news- 
papers that chose to publish these things? They 
were, however, inthis position: that, if they refused 
to investigate, it woeld be in tie mouth of some 
that they were afraid to go into it, and if they did 
go into an investigation of this kind, they would 
soon have very little character to investigate. 

Mr. BOON said that he understoed that another 
Committee of Investigation was asked for to inquire 
into the alleged dishonesty andcorruptions of mem- 
bers of Congress, brought before the country by 
irresponsible spectacle letter-writers, who have 
been permitted to lounge about this hall, to vilify 
and slander the members of this louse. Sir, these 
letter-writers charge that a certain member of Con- 
gress offered to sell his influence to the Adminis- 
tration; and, by another of these letter-wrilers it is 
alleged that a sum of money was lately stolen 
from the Sergeant-at-Arms by members of Con- 
gress. Sir, knowing as I do, that neither of these 
foul charges apply to me individually, I shall not, 
by my vote, give importance to these base slanderers 
of the reputation of honest men, Sir, let ane of 
these letter-writers dare to apply their false charges 
to myself personally, and 1 will settle the matter by 
applying my fist to his spectacles. Sir, I repeat 
that, if one of these spectacle letter-writers will 
dare to apply such basely false charges to myself 
personally, and will avow himself to be the author 
of the calumny, I will, so help me God, punish him 
out of this House, with those weapoas which the 
God of Natare has endowed me with. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio was understood 
to express his regret that this resolution had been 


see that. 


“ited by Mr. W. 


introduced; but inasmuch as the charge implicated; 
every member. of the House, and affected: the honor 
and character of the House itself, ils reputation de=: 
manded that ‘this investigation should. take place. » 
The plan proposed was, in. his opinion, the most: 
suitable one, and. the history. of this country was, 
replete with precedents, a number of which were 


_ Mr. POPE considered that.the House of Repre-. 
sentatives was bound to institute this investigation, : 
and referred to. various precedents to show that in- 
quiries had been instituted into charges of a similar 
character, ; ; : N 

Mr. GLASCOCK said, that although this charge. 
was not as definite as he could wish: it; stil he 
thought the resolution ovght to be adopted. He 
should, however, like to have it modified, so. as to 
state whether it was a member of this House which 
was charged, because. he thought it improper in 
ihis House to institute an inquiry in relation to 
charges against members of the other House... “If, 
however, the charge was against a member of this 
House, he thought it due to the character of the 
Tfouse, and tc the character of the individual, who- 
ever he might be, that the investigation should be 
had. He was unwilhog thal this imputation 
should rest against any member of this House, be- 
cause he did believe that it would turn out to be 
unfounded, or, if the language used should turn 
out to be trae, that it would be so satisfactorily ex- 
plained that the individual will be exonerated from 
all criminal intention, or intention of doing a’cor- 
rupt act. Aoig Boog ote 

He hoped, however, that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would make the modification he had sug- 
gested, so as to make the resolution point to the 
fact, whether it is a member of this House, which 
may beimpligated. _ : 

Mr. WISE said this was made as though he was 
making the charge. The charge was nade by 
another and a responsible, and all he asked was 
that the House might inquire into the facts, and 
see if the charge was true. If it was found to be 
a Senator, instead of a Representative, the commit- 
tee could report that fact to the House, and it can 
do no harm. i 

Mr. DAWSON would suggest to the gentleman 
to make his resolution a joint resolution. 

Mr. GLASCOCK presumed it was known by 
some one here whether. this charge was against a 
Senator, or member of this Louse, and whom it. was 
made against. It had been said, to be sure, that 
the letter alluded to was anonymous ;. but.it must 
be recollected that the “ Spy in Washington” ig 
well known here, and he presumed that person 
would not hesitate a moment to give the name of 
the individual referred to, or at Jeast to go so far 
ax to Say whether he was a member of this or the 
other branch of Congress; and if this individual, 
(the Spy) who was now within the hearing of his 
voice, would come down from his present position, 
and say whether it isa member of this House, he 
believed this resolution would be agreed to by an 
overwhelming majority : 

Mr. WISE. Suppose it is a member of the’ 
Senate. . ` 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Then I would move to lay 

the resolution on the table. 
_ Mr. WISE, Have we not as much tight to 
investigate corruption in a member of the Senate, 
with a view of impeachment, as of a member of 
this House? 

Mr. GLASCOCK. This might be all right 
encugh, but he thought the most proper course for 
us to pursue in relation to this matter, was first fo 
ascertain whether it was against a member of this 
House, and then we could more properly institute 
the inguiry. If it was against a. member of the 
other branch of Congress, he Had no doubt but 
that bedy would institute the proper inquiry. He 
thought this matter ought to be more specific; still 
he was prepared to vote for it. ; 

Before hesat down, he. would state that other 
charges of a serious character had been made 
against members of this. House, by.e letter wrier 
for a Boston. paper, based.upon. remarks madé-by 
two honorable members- from. the. State: of Ohio 
on this floor; charges. which were against the whole 
body calculated to fix a stain upon the charag. 


vidual member of the House. «He. 
difficulty which had arisen: between 
t-at-Arms anda bank of -this city, in. 
-certain money: transaction which had: 
uglit-to the notice of the House: - Well, 

r writer alluded to` did- indireetly, if 


not direeily; charge the members of this body with 


g 


having purloined the money from the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, He thought it at the time due tothe House 
that-this“matter should have: been. inquired into, 
arid more especially so in: consequence of. the re- 
ee made’ on the occasion by thegentleman from 
ioe f - 

Mr: WHITTLESEY of Ohio said that he must 
2ertainly ‘have been misunderstood in the remarks 
which he had»made on the occasion alluded to. 
He had certainly not charged upon any member of 
the House the taking of the money lost by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. He had spoken: of. the loose 
maiiner in which the money had been kept, it being 
in a room where every person that’ pleased might 
have access to, and he had said that it might have 
beea Jostin this way; but he disavowed having 
made a charge against, or entertaining any suspi- 
cion of, any member on this floor having taken the 
money. : 

< Mr, BOND also disavowed all intention of im- 
puting the loss of the money on the occasion al- 
luded to to any member of this body. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. was glad that those gentlemen 
had:disavowed all intention of imputing the loss of 
the money to members of the House, and was happy 
to receive their explanation; but he believed those 
remarks had made an impression upon persons here 
ofa different character from this; and he presamed 
that the Boston Jetter-writer had based his assertion 
on the general remarks of the gentleman from Ohio. 
So far as the present resolution was concerned, he 
thought the proper course would be to adopt it; but 
he would greatly prefer it if it was modified to meet 
the suggestion he had thrown out. When these 
charges were made against individual members of 
the Lfouse, or against the character and dignity of 
the House iseli, he thought they required that an 
investigation should be had into the matter, so 
that the purity of the body might be sustained. 

Mr. WISE said be had stated that it was proper 
that this inquiry should take place by. the House, 
even.in case. the person impleated should turn out 
to. be a Senator, in order that he might be impeach- 
ed. It had been’ suggested, however, that. this 
could not be done, as none bat civil officers could 
be ‘impeached*under the. Constitution. If. this 
should turn-out to be the-case, however, the com~ 
mittee could report this fact to the House. Gen- 
tlemen had spoken: of charges being made 
by members of this. Houses J, said Mr. 
W., have made, charges of cormplion upon 
your Executive, yoar heads of Departments, and, 
in: some instances, against this House. He would 
say, however, that he was at all times responsible 
for any thing he might say, to. whoever may feel 
himself aggrieved. 

‘Ini this ‘case, however, he was not the accuser; 
Dat he had. told .géntlemen who was the accuser, 
His colleague (Mr. Bounpix) bad referred to an 
occurrence which took. place here some years ago, 
when he (Mr, W.) had charged. some of the mem- 
bers of the House with being drunk, and his col- 
league seemed to be ridden with the ghost of that 
charge. Now, if his colleague meant to assert 
that.members of Congress had not been drunk in 
their seats, he (Mr. W ) would prove that they had. 
So much forthat. ” 

He trusted this inquiry might be had, and he 
hoped the charge would turn out to be false, he 
feared however, that it. would turn out to be true. 
He knew nothing of the facts himself, he had seen 
the charge made in the public prints, and he had 
bronght it.to'the notice of the House, and thus 
farhe had discharged. his duty. 

“Mr. ROULDIN would reply to a single remark 
of higtolleagne. “What Mr. B. meant by alluding 
to the incident he had, he, thought almost any, man 
-whochad-aby sense -.at-all-well understood, but he 
would try and-explain further... f 

=t What hemeng 
ofthis House ehai 


the members of this House in 


their places with every infirmity to which they may 


as:this: that, if the members. 
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"be liable, and publish it to the wide world, that, in 


' doing: so, they will publish: būt“ those infirmities 
which are common to human nature, and:knowh 
to be so, ‘and they. will also publish but their own in- 
firmities: And where is the advantage of doing so? 
he asked. f 

This he had mentioned as. a case that might hap- 
pen, because it did happen. If, however, any 
member upon this floor thinks he is clear of all in- 
firmities, then let him be'a ‘censor morum. For 
himself, Mr. B. did not come upon this floor to 
charge the House of Representatives with being 
more liable to corruption than any other body in 
the world; nor did he come there to charge his 
brothers with any thing, nor to seek into their in- 
firmities. Perhaps he could name things or do 
things about this or that person in or oat. of the 
House, but what could the House do? If it gets 
into investigating, and inquiring into, oralluding to, 
the peculiar infirmities of each member thereof, 
he should like to know what would be the end of 
it, and what would be the length of it. Mr. B. did 
not doubt but that the geneman might prove that 
he had scen some of his brother members on this 
floor drunk. Me would not say the gentleman 
could prove it, or that he could not, on any occa- 
sion, but it was a case in which, by making a 
broad charge against the whole House, without 
identifying the charge against any individual, he 
that submitted and kept himself quiet was con- 
demned with the whole House, and he that said a 
word was condemned also. 

Mr. WISE. Will you vouch for the man al- 
luded to? ; 

Mr. BOULDIN sail he would as soon vouch 
for the individual referred to as for any man, fo 
he uever heard of his being intoxicated, but he had 
often heard of the eflect produced—that it was said 
to have tonched him particularly. New, the gen- 
tlemen said that remark haunted Mr. Be that is, 
the fear haunted him so as to make him sensible 
that, in that case, it had the effeet he apprehended 
every such thing would have. Uf gentlemen would 
get up on that floor, awl repeat charges of news- 
papers, this paper may be as good as any other for 
aught he knew; but if they wenld repeat these 
charges, and ask for an inqairy, he that voted for 
itdid, in Mr. B's opinion, do a thing which placed 
the House ina position of general guilt, and he 
who refused to vote for it, made himself obnoxious 
to the charge of being gpilty. 

Mr. WISE said he had made no charge, but 
brought the attention of the House to a charge 
made by another. 

Mr. BOULDIN replied that what be meant to 
say was exactly the thing reiterated by his colleagee. 
He comes into the House, brings a newspaper para- 
graph to the notice of the Flouse, and asks the 
House to iequire into ithand Me. B. insisted that, if 
you vote against il, or speak against it, you render 
yourself liable to be implicated; and if you vote for 
it, or speak for it, you are liahle, with the balance 
of the Fouse, to be set down as one of the num- 
ber. ‘That was his meaning. Perhaps Mr. B. 
might vote for if, though at first he was doubtful 
whether he should or not; for either way, if this 
course was persevered in, the time was not far dis- 
tant when the House would have very Rte charac- 
ter to vote about. 

Mr. WISE. So [think too. 

Mr. BYNUM. said that the position which 
seemed to be taken here was, that when newspaper 
charges were made, no matter how indefinite, there 
must bea committee to investigate them. ‘This, 
however, was a position which he utterly denied. 
If this thing is carried out, we shall have nothing 
bat confasion, degradation of. this b dy, and an- 
archy in the end. We know that charges are daily 
manufactured here to order, and sent out throne 
the ceuntry, for the purpose of destroying the 
character of those in favor ofa Democratic Admi- 
nistration of the General Government. Bat, sir, 
before gentlemen take notice of these charges in 
the manner now proposed, they should look to the 
character of the sources of them, and inquire 
whether they were worthy the notice of a grave, 
deliberative body. Js itmot: known that there is. a 
set of -hirelings sent here from year -to-year from 
your large cities, Which are-under-the influence.of 


committee. - 


banking corporations, to hold a rod-over thë héads . 
of your members of Congress? Well, who are 
your “Spies ‘in Washington,” and your hostof, 
other hirelings, employed. for the purpose of defam-. 
ing the representatives. of the people?. Why, sir,.. 
they are a set of individuals. which would. disgrace. 
any man who comes in contact with them. They, 
are a set of men who. batten and fatten upon the 
slang and slander of bar-rooms.and tippling shops, 
and no honorable and honest.man can came in 
contact with them. For his own part, he, would 
shun them as he would shun-a viper... Where. is 
the member of Congress who would associate with 
this herd? If there was any who: was in the habit 
of associating with them, he should like to know-it. 
Mr. B. confessed that he did not know how these, 
wretches got the information which they did, without 
having inlercourse with members of this body; but. 
he had always thought that no member would ~de- 
grade himself so much as to be caught in their com- 
pany. These creatures undertake to review the 
characters of your members of Congress, your Pre- 
sident, and your whole Administration; and they do 
so at the order of those who employ them. The 
manner in which they are employed shows the cha- 
racter of the men, for every henorable man would 
revolt at the idea of being employed in such a man- 
ner. He had oftea wished to know by what an- 
thority these creatures were admitted within 
the walls of this Hall, and permitted. to take 
seats on the floor of the House. He had 
searched the rules of the House in. vain. for 
such authority, but he. never had been able to find 
it. Why, sir, it would be an endless matter to. go 
into an investigation of allthese charges, Have you 
forgotten the bold charge which was made à short 
time ago iv the Boston Atlas against. members. of 
Congress, alleging that they had robbed your Ser- 
geant-al-Arms? Thischarge was made by one of these 
individuals, employed forthe purpose of slander- 
ing honorable and honest men. These are the 
kind of men whose charges are to be made a matter’ 
of serious inquiry in this House. Pat he was most 
surprised at the gentleman from. Georgia, calling 
upon “Old Specs” to come down, here from thé 
gallery and tell us what he meant in the charge he 
had made, If the gentleman:was disposed to go 
this far, why not permit this individual in © specs” 
to come in take a seat among us. He was sorry 
to see that there was,a want of firmness on the 
part of many gentlemen ty resist a thing of this 
kind. He had no fear of any imputation resting 
upon him, and if any gentlemen would dare to 
make charges against him openly, he would take 
such course in relation, as the case might demand; 
but if a drunken vagabond attack ‘him in the 
street, he would not stop to quarrel with him, bë- 
cause he would then only be bringing himself 
into disgrace. : 

Mr. THOMPSON of. South Carolina, at this 
stage of the proceedings, on leave, made a. motion 
to reconsider the vote on the passage of the bill, 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which 
was entered and lies over, 

Mr. HOPKINS saidif the charge was of the 
character described by the gentleman from North 

zarolina, he should have some doubts about voting 
for the proposition; but this was of a different cha- 
racter, and be would vote for the inquiry, and if 
the charge was sustained, he would have the nem- 
ber expelled. He hoped the charge would turn out 
to be untrue in fact, bat it ought to be investigated. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said if he had been: left to 
himselt, he shouid have regarded the publication in 
this newspaper as he should the idle wind; but 
when it was brought before the House, he was for 
investigating il iv the most solemn and imposing 
form. He could not, however, vote for the resoln- 
tonin its present shape, and he submitted an 
amendment, in the furm ofa sobstituw, retaining 
Mr. Wisa’s preamble, aud after the word “Re- 
solved,” the followiag: 

“That the subject matter of the charge contained 
in the foregoing publication be investigated at the 
bar of this House, and that a subpena be issued 
to require his attendance touching the same,” 

Mr. JENIFER suggested whether it would not 
be better. {otake the preliminary steps before a 
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Mr. CILLEY and Mr. WISE made some mu- 
tual explanations, 


f Mr. LOOMIS said he should vote for ‘this fa. 
vestigation, not upon the strength, however, of the 
anonymous communication, but. because the cha- 
racter of members of the House was concerned. 
He was for investigating the subject in the most 
direct manner possible, by bringing Mathew L. 
Davis to the bar, and requiring him to testify as 
to what he knew about that paper. Mr. L, moved 
an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was opposed to going 
into the investigation. We have come here for 
higher and more valuable purposes than to resolve 
ourselves, day after day, into.a court of inquiry 
to investigate our own characters, and at the ex- 
pense of the public’s money, and to the neglect of 
the public business. He asked if the sun had rose 
during the present session without bringing to light 
some base calumny against some member of this 
House, or the House aggregately, over the signature 
of some one of the base, corrupt, and penniless scoun- 
drels who beset your Capitolin hungry swarms. He 
asked if it was intended to investigate every base 
charge that made its appearance; if-so, we must 
abandon the business of the public entirely, how- 
ever interesting and important it might be; and in- 
stead of being a House of Representatives, consti- 
tuted to serve the public, resolve ourselves into a 
great court of inquiry, not to try others, (the legiti- 
imate object of every judicial tribunal,) but to try 
ourselves, and pronounce judgment in our own 
case and behalf. Sir, I hope no such policy will 
be adopted or commenced. This scurrilous, dirty 
communication is the production of one who is 
well known by the term of the “Washington Spy.” 
This man, who now sits overlooking you from the 
gallery, brooding calumny and detraction, black, 
base, and foul, is the apologist and eulogist of 
Aaron Burr—(He is worthy of such a purpose.) 
But we are told by the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Jenirer,) that this investigation ought togo on; 
the charge he understands to come from a respect- 
able source. A respectable source!!! ‘The gentle- 
man from Maryland would not make the state- 
ment of respectability, if he knew the general 
character of the “Washington Spy;” he would 
not defame and blacken the term “respectable” 
designedly, by applying it to a retch so base and 
degraded as the Washington Spy now in my eye. 
Perhaps the gentleman from Maryland has been 
taught, as has your humble speaker, to revere the 
head that is bald, and the eye that is dimmed by 
age, and from this laudable veneration was led to 
the abuse of the term “respectable,” of which he 
has just been guilty. Sir, Elisha had a bald head, 
he was ajust man, and feared God, but does it 
follow that every man who has a bald head jis a 
just man, and has the fear of God before his eyes, 
or is entitled to the appellation of “respectable.” 
It is probable that Elisha’s eyes had grown dim, 
and thatif spectacles were in his day discovered, 
he wore them, but I will ask my friend from Mary- 
land, if every man who wears spectacles is an 
honest and an upright man. 
specimen of the converse of the propositions now 


No, sir: we have a | 


before us, in the person of the Washington Spy. | 


Sir, what further evidence do you want, or does 
the country require, that the author of this base 


slander, is a scoundrel, a liar, and a coward, than | 


the fact that he has withheld his proper name. 
If you hear ofa man at the city of Georgetown, 
passing himself off by the name of A B—at the city 
of Alexandria by the name of C D-—at your 
Wavy Yard by the name of E F—and at Bladens- 
burg by the name of G H, what other conclusion 
would you be likely to come to, in relation to that 
man, other than that he is. a horse thief, a coun- 
terfeiter, or some base felon who merils a residence 
in your District penitentiary. Such kind of cha- 
racter is presented to us in the person of the Wash- 
ington Spy. But, sir, this is not the place to try 
him: I say we have higher duties to perform here: 
not the duties that appertain to ourselves, but 
those that appertain to the country. , 
Further, sir, I deny that any thing which the 
Washington Spy may. say or publish is worthy of 
an investigation in this House or élsewhere. I say 
so because J consider him so morally depraved, 


Mr. REED was in favor-of investigation, but 
not in the mode proposed by Mr, DromaooLs; for 
that would defeat the object intended. ` 

Mr. FRY said, ‘according to his notion of this 
matter, he thought the House would best maintain 
its honor, its dignity, and its character, by abstain- 
ing from any notice of the effusions of the newspa- 
per scribblers. who infest this hall, and treat such 
publications with that contempt which they, when 
impeaching any of the members, certainly merit. 

If the editor of the New York Courier and En- 
quirer, or any other person, wishes to make a jour- 
ney to this city, and remain here a few weeks in 
the character of a witness before this committee, 
which it is proposed to raisé, soas to come here at 
the public expense, I, for one, ain not disposed to 
gratify them. I do not say that is the design: I 
speak for a contingency. i; 

If the “apparition” that has haunted this hall 
since I have been a member of this House, which 
has been designated to me as the “Spy,” has any 
charge to make against any member of this House, 
let him make it; let him publish his name; let him 
openly accuse him of whatever crime with which 
he may be chargeable. If a member were thus 
charged, and thought himself aggrieved, and would 
ask an inquiry, I would grant it; but Tam ullerly 
opposed to the House taking notice of any newspa- 
per slang, to the exclusion of the important business 
of the country. In order, therefore, that the Honse 
may dispose of this subject, and go on to refer the 
petitions which now load our tables, I move the re- 
solution and amendments lie on the table. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 14, nays 179. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. LOOMIS'S 
amendment. 

Mr, McKENNAN said the investigation had 
become necessary, for otherwise the charge might 
rest upon himself, or upon the Speaker, or upon 
any other member. 

Mr. FILLMORE was well assured that the 
House was not the proper body to investigate this 
charge, though he thought it better that the name 
of the individual should be stated to the House, 
and then the trath of the charge might be inquired 
into by a committee. Mr. F. was opposed to send- 
ing the matter to a secret cominittee, to sit and col- 
leet testimony on the character of an individnal 
without his having an opportunity of being heard 
in his defence. 

Mr. POPE was in favor of having the report of 
a committee of investigation as a preliminary step, 
and then it would be the proper time for the House 
to take direct cognizance of the subject. 

Mr. THOMAS remarked upon the injustice 
there had been done to some one member of the 
House, whom he knew not, but the discussion 
having progressed to this point, he wished the reso- 
lution so amended as to cause the. writer to appear 
at the bar of the House and name the member, 
and then send the subject fe a committee, 

Mr. WISE modified his resolution so that when 
the name of the member was given to the commit- 
tee, he shoild be notified thereof. 

Mr. LOOMIS modified his amendment, by re- 
quiring Mr. Davis, when brought at the bar of the 
House, to name the person implicated, and the 
source of his information. 

Mr. BRIGGS adverted to the inconsistency of 
gentlemen denouncing anonymous letter writers, 
while the individual was known to every one of 
them, and to the country, their remarks were ad- 


“dressed to ‘hit 


ü the gallery, and. they proposed an 
amendment ia “which his name was distinctly meñ- 
tioned: “Mr. B. also went on to show-that it would 
be much more unjust to the person “implicated: to 
have his name given at the bar, and heralded forth 
upon every wind, ‘than’ to-have it discloséd to. a 
committee, which committee would instantly notify 
him of the fact. -: MeN Saye te Se 

Mr. BYNUM had no doubt the charge had been 
made from a mere rumor, with no “other founda- 
tion, and to bring so‘lying a scamp as the propaga 
tor lo the bar-of the House, would be only elevat- 
ing him to consequence. A similar charge had 
been made by another New York letter-writer, that 
the respectable member from Baltimore (Mr. Mc- 
Kim) had been favored with.a contract, when there 
was not the remotest foundation for the calumny. 
Another had charged that the members of. the 
House had purloined the money missed by the Ser- 
jeant-at-Arms, and both those writers were admitted 
to seats on the floor, and to mingle with the mem- 
bērs. As to the. present subject, Mr. B. was op- 
posed to bringing the “Spy” to the bar, and was 
opposed to the whole investigation, because he 
would not condemn a member of that House upon 
such testimony. o , 

Aler some further remarks from Messrs. JENI- 
FER, FILLMORE, REED, and McKAY, at the 
suggestion of the latter gentleman, ; 

Mr. WISE modified his proposition, by restrict- 
ing the investigation to members of the House, and 
by bringing Mr. Davis to give’the name at the bar. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. RIVES moved to insert after the words 
“member implicated,” “if a member of this 
House.” : 

Mr. PATTON moved an adjournment: lost. 

After some remarks by Messrs. BOON and 
TURNEY, Mr. RIVES'S amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then gave notice, that if 
this resolution should be rejected, he would move the 
original one. 

Mr. THOMAS then moved an adjournment: lost 
—ayes 72, noes 91. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to insert the 
original resolution as a substitute. 

Mr. WISE preferred the original himself. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded the previous 
question, being on the substitute agreed to as 
above; which was not seconded -by the House—: 
ayes 83, noes 85. : 4 

Mr CRARY moved an adjournment: lost 76 
to 90. ` : $ 

Mr. WISE moved to strike out the words “if a 
member of this House.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD accepted of this asa mo- 
dification, on the Understanding that a motion 
would then be made to insert it. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved to insert the words 
“if a member of this House.” 

Mr. THOMAS called for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
DROMGOOLE, HAYNES, TURNEB, WISE, 
and UNDERWOOD, on motion of the last gen- 
teman, and without taking the question, 

The House adjourned at quarter past six o'clock, 
p. m. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnay, February 12, 1838. 

The Chair announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting ‘a state- 
ment from the Register of the Treasury, in answer, 
in part, to a resolution of the Senate calling for a 
statement of the balances :emaining in the Trea- 
sury at the enl of each year from the year 1789 to 
the present period: laid on the tabte. 

The Chair also communicated.a- report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate calling for 
a statement of the public lands sold. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the resolutions and de- 
clarations of the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio on the subject of the public lands and the 
currency ; which were read, laid’ on‘the table, and 
ordered to be printed. f 
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Mr. MERRICK presented a communication 
from the Governor of Maryland, containing the 
preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of that 
State in reference to- the recommendation in the 
President’s Message to establish a national foundry. 
The resolutions, Mr. M. said, requested the Mary- 
land Senators and representatives to bring the sub- 
ject to the notice of Congress, and to use their en- 
deavors to get the foundry located. at Havre de 
Grace. Mr. M. then moved that the preamble 
and resolutions be printed, and referred to a select 
committee of five. ` 

Mr. TIPTON said he did not rise to oppose the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Merrick,) but to inform the Senate that the 
subject of a national foundry had been considered 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
had been referred so much of the President's mes- 
sage as relates to an armory in the West, a foun- 
dry and depot of arms, and had directed him (Mr. 
T..) to report a bill on that subject, which he was 
prepared to do. The committee had not felt it to 
to be their duty to locate the sites of the foundry or 
armory; That could be more properly, and he 
thought, more satisfactorily, done by the Execn- 
live, or milttary arm of the Government. The 
‘West hada right to demand the immediate loca- 
tion and construction of an armory on the West- 
em waters. "The committee had before them a 
memorial from Gen, Hinds, proposing to furnish 
water power at the great falls of the Wabash. 
Many places in other States were proposed; but 
the location could, he thought, be safely left with 
the Executive. 

Mr. MERRICK said he would then vary his mo- 
tion, so as fo refer the documents to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROANIE felt ita duty he owed to the State 
he represented, to say that she also had claims in 
reference to the location of this foundry; and he 
hoped, before the committee reported, they would 


take these claims into their consideration, es 


At the request of Senators MERRICK ani 
ROANE, Mr. T. would suspend his report for the 
present. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad that the honorable 
Senator from Indiana had thought proper to delay 
his report. His (Mr. B's) constituents had an 
interest on the subject, and he bad received com- 
munications in relation to it from highly respecta- 
ble citizens of Maryland. 

He was pleased with these resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland, and was gratified to find 
that they approved for once of a measure recom- 
mended by President Van Buren, and hoped to see 
this approval followed up by ethers. He was also 
much: pleased with the very amiable manner in 
which the Legislature of Maryland had treated 
their Senators: they requested instead of command- 
ing. In his State, Mr. B. said, all parties believed, 
and, in his opinion, believed correctly, in the right 
of the Legislature to instruct. No doubt, to some, 
a request would be more agreeable than a com- 
mand. : 

With regard to the site recommended by the 
Legislature of Maryland, so far as he knew of its 
locality, it was entitled to be favorably considered 
by the Committee on Military Affairs. It was 
central in its situation, and from it there was car- 
riage by water to every part of the Union. If it 
should be thought that Havre de Grace would be 
too much exposed, tRere was a site in the same 
Siate, some eight or nine miles above, on the river 
Susquehannah, possessing equal advantages in 
other respects; and where, he believed, . there was 
as great a water power as at Havre-de-Grace, and 
also from whence arms might be transported with 
the same facility to all parts of the Union. 

Mr. MERRICK was glad that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania was pleased that one act of the Pre- 
sident had found favor in the sight of the State he 
had the honor to. represent, He-could assure: that 
honorable gentleman, that the good people of Ma- 
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ryland were always willing to award the meed of 
praise for any act that might tend to promote the 
general good. He would agree with the Senator 
that a request was at all times more agreeable than 
a command; and at this particular juncture, he had 
no doubt that the Senator felt the force of what he 
asserted; but with regard to himself and col- 
league, Mr. M. said they were at all times ready 
to respond to the wishes of the people; whether 
communicated in the shape of requests or com- 
mands. He was much pleased, however, to 
find the Senator favorably disposed to the mea- 
sure recommended by the State of Maryland, 
and that he approved of the position selected. Mr. 
M. thought it would certainly be found to combine 
more advantages than any other within her limits; 
and went into a full description of its situation, its 
proximity to the great bay of the Chesapeake, its 
connection with the canals and railroads stretching 
far into the interior of Pennsylvania, its being the 
terminus of all the vast chain of internal improve- 
ment, and forming, at the same time, a most con- 
venient post fur an arsenal for provisions and mu- 
nitions of war, thus giving to it a decided superio- 
rity over any other position that could be selected. 
Mr. M. said he had also a petition from sundry eiti- 
zens of Havre de Grace in relation to the same 
matter, which he would like to have referred to the 
same committee, 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of 540 
citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill now pending in the 
Senate in relation to the pnblio finances ; and after 
some remarks from Mr. W. the petition was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Moses 
Sergeant, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SWIFT presented several petitions from 
Vermont, remonstraling against the annexation of 
Yexas lo the Union, and praying for the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade inthe District of 


“Columbia : those relating to Texas. were laid on 


the table; and the motion to receive the others 
was also laid on the table, 

Mr. DAVIS presented a Jarge number of peti- 
tions from citizens of Massachusets, which he 
said he would not trouble the Senate with particu- 
lariziug, Yemonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union; and also, praying for the 
abolishment of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. The petitions relating to Texas were laid 
on the table, and the motion to receive the others 
was disposed of in like manner. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had been charged with 
the presentation of a number of petitions on the 
same subjects, which he would take the present oc- 
casion to present. Mr. W. then read a list of 
several petitions, praying for the abolition of 
slavery im the District of Columbia. Among 
these, was one sigued by four thousand women, 
and when Mr. W. named that petition, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama inquired whether the 
Mmemorivlists were married or single women? 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, if the Senator from 
Alabama was a single man, he might ascertain on 
inguiry of them. ` 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rejoined that the object 
of his inquiry was to ascertain whether they had 
no better employment. He added, it might now be 
seen, by recollecting the votes and conduct of cer.’ 
tain gentlemen on a recent occasion, how and by 
whom such memorials were gotten up, 

He then moved that the motion to recommit the 
the memorials be laid on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr. AVEBSTER then. presented a number of | 
memorials, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, among which were the pre- 
amble and resolutions, adopted at a.meeting of 
certain citizens of Boston, held at Faneuil Hall. 

Mr. KING called: for the reading of these’ re- 
solutions, and they were Tead accordingly. on 

{The resolutions are very bitter in. their denih- 
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ciations of slavery; and arraign in‘severe terms 
the characters and motives of the Texans.) m- 

Mr. WEBSTER said that he Uid not intend 
to accompany the presentation of these me- 
morials with any remarks, but as “the reading of 
„one of them had been called for, he would say 
that he did not wish to be committed, to any thing - 
said on that particular one. He would state, that 
he did not feel any obligation to press that part of 
the resolutions which related-to the organization of 
i The independence of 
Texas had been recognised by the Government of 
the United States, and deserved therefore to be 
treated by us as a sovereign State. As to theother 
parts of the memorial, his opinions were well 
known. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he had raised 
his voice so often on that floor, on the subject of 
these resolutions, that he had almost determined not 
to speak on it again; but he would only say, that 
if Senators did not now see what was coming, they 
must be blind indeed. These petitioners asked what 
it was clearly unconstitutional for Congress to 
grant, 
removed from interference here, as it was from 
the interference of Great Britain. The agitation 
of this question was a flagrant wrong done the 
South. We have, said he, a right to enjoy our pro- 
perty without question and without disturbance; 
and yet in that common hall of legislation, pro- 
vided for them by the patriotism of their ancestors, 
whatmust be the results if it was converted into 
an arena for assault on one side, and defence on 
the other? 

He asked how long this state of things was to be 
continued? and if it was to go on, he asked gen- 
tiemen how long? He believed that it was time for 
diseussion on the subject here to cease. He knew 
that the South had seemingly been hitherto lethar- 
gic, looking on with calm indifference at the pro- 
gress of her adversaries; but gentlemen were mis- 
taken if they thought that the South looked on with 
indifference. Mr. C. said that this state of things 
was not unforeseen by him, andhehad announced it 
in advance. He new told gentlemen that it must 
cease, or it would lead to the overthrow of one of 
the most admirable Governments that ever existed. 


Mr. CUTHBERT said he would like to have 
the names of the presiding officers and secretaries 
ofthis meeting read; and they were read accor- 
dingly. i 

Mr. BENTON observed that he was attending 
to business on his table when the language in which 
Texas was spoken of caught his ear; and it struck 
him as strange langnage to be used in reference to 
any power whose independence we had acknow- 
ledged. Ele would ask the Secretary again to read 
that part of the resolutions relating to Texas. ~~ 

The Secretary read that part of the resolutions, 
as follows: 


“ Whereas, certain persons, styling themselves 
representatives of other persons assuming to be: the 
Government of Texas, have made overtares. to the 
Government of the United States for admission into 
the Union,” ete. : 

And in another part of the resolutions, it is as- 
serted that the Government of Texas was not esta- 
blished in the pure spirit of liberty, but in treason, 
ingratitude; and fraud; and stigmatizes the officers 
of the Government of Texas as fugitives from jus- 
uce, conspirators, ete. “er 

Mr. WEBSTER disavowed any intention on 
his part of offering any distespéct to the Senate in 
the presentation of these petitions; and he was per- 
suaded that no such feeling was entertained by 
the petitioners. It was a subject on which they fel; 
deeply, and-had expressed themselves warmly, with- 
out entertaining the slightest ‘disrespect to any por- 
tion of the members of this confederacy. 
s> The memorials were then laid on the table. 

".: Mr BUCHANAN presented a memorial: of a 
number of citizens of Pittsburg, similar tothose pre- 


sented by him some days since, praying for the es- 
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tablishment of a marine hospital at that place: re- 
ferred to the Committee on @ommerce. 
Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the memorial 


ofa committee in behalf of the officers of the Army’ 


of the United States during the second war of inde- 
pendence, praying Congress to grant them lands 
and place them on the same footing with the offi- 
cers of the first war of independence: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. . SAI 

Mr. McKEAN presented two petitions from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 


annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the table. ` 


Mr. STRANGE presented ‘the petition. of a 
number of citizens of Elizabeth city, North Caro- 
lina, praying for an appropriation for a light boat 
in Albemarle sound; also, a memorial froin seve- 
ral citizens of North Carolina, praying for an 
appropriation for placing buoys in Powhatan sound 
and Pasquotank river; both of which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. i 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, asking the repeal 
of so much of the Post Office law as requires pay- 
ment of postage on newspapers published in a 
county and transmitted to a post office in the same 
county: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. : ` 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, leave was given 
to Jobn Boyer to withdraw his petition and papers, 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill supplementary to 
the act concerning the District of Columbia; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, to which had been referred so much of 
the President’s Message as relates to the reissuing 
of the notes of the Jate Bank of the United States 
by the new bank of the same name, chartered by 


the Legislatare of Pennsylvania, made a report: 


thereon, accompanied by a bill entitled “ An act 
to prevent the reissuing and circulation of the bills, 


notes, or other securities of corporations, whose 


charters have expired.” 'Fhe report having been 
read, and ordered to be printed, the bill was read 
the first and second times, and made the order of 
the day for next Wednesday week. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved for the’printing oJ 
ten thousand extra copies of the report; which was 
agrecd to—ayes 24, noes not counted. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize John E. Metealf 
and others to locate a certain pre-emption claim to 
laud in Indiana; 

Also, a bill fur the relief of the children and 
heirs of Win, b'isher, deceased; 

Which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the resolutions of the 
General As-embly of the State of Indiana on the 
subject’ of the continuation of the Cumberland 
road; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. : 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice and referred: 

The bill authorizing the managers and officers of 
the Washington Monument Society to erect a mo- 
nument tu the memory of George Washington on 
the public mall. : A 

The bill to provide for paying certain pensions 
at Tuscaloosa, Alabama: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. : 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 


The bill for the relief of the administrators of 


Edward W. Duvall. 

‘The bill to change the times of holding the Cir- 
cuit and District Courts of the United States for 
the eastern district of Virginia, held at Richmond; 
and : 

The resolution autborizing the purchase of cer- 
tain books for the use of the committees of the 
Senate. 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The Senate resumed as the unfinished business, 
the consideration of the Independent Treasury bill; 
when Mr. NILES, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed ‘the Senate in an argument of 
great length, and of much force and ability, in favor 
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of the measure. Before concluding, 
yielded the floor at a late hour to 
Mr. ING, on whose motion, the Senate went’ 
into the consideration of Executive business; after 
which j 
It adjourned. 


however, he 


HOUSE OF REPRESENZATIVES. 
Torsvay, Feb. (3, 1838. 

The House resumed the consideration of the subject nnder 
discussion jasi evening, the question being on the motion of Mr, 
HAYNES to insori the words, “if a member of this House,” as 
stated abovo. 

Mr. WISS rose, and reada reiteration of the charge from 
the “Newark Daily Advertiser,” the Editor of which ondor.- 
sed the statement upon his own knowledge, and stated further 
that it was a Senator of the United States now in his place. 

Mr. SMITH made a few remarks on the subject, and then 
moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. RIVES asked the gendeman to withdraw it, to enable 
Mr. R. to assign a reason for voting againstthe motion. ` 

Mr. RENCER asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were~-yeas 46, nays 137. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. HAYNES said he liad voted to lay the resolution upon 
the table, in consequence of the facts stated in tho paper re- 
ferred tu by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wiss) this 
morning. He did not now rise for the purpose of protracting 
this debate, which kad already occupied too much of our time, 
but to endeavor to bring it toa close. He therefore moved the 
Previous question; which was seconded by the House—ayes 
33, noes 73: and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. CONNOR called for the yeas and nays on agreeing 
to the resvlation; which were ordered, and were, yeas 140, 
days 46, 

So the resolution was agreed to. : 

The SPBAKER then issued his subpena, directing the Ber- 
gemat Arms to sammun Matthew L. Davis to appear at the 
bar of the Mouse 

Mv. HOWARD would inyuire whether it would be in order 
to offer a resolution directing the mode of proceeding when the 
Witness shall be brough! before the Honse? 

The CHAI stated and read what the parliamentary law on 
the subject was, aud said that it would be in order to offer a 
resoliuion directing the mode of proceeding. 

Mr. HOWARD then submitted a resolution, that the Speaker 
be divectest to have the publication in the Courier and Enquirer 
read to the witness, and then propound to him—first. Are yon 
the author of the letier hère published? Second. Do you allude 
in that letter to a member of the House of Representatives? I 
80, what is the name of the member? And incasa the witness 
replies that he dees not mean.a member of the House, he shall 
be discharged, and all the proceedings before the House ter- 
MUNDU, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would inquire if weadopt this resolution, 
Whether it would be in order for any member of the House lo 
Propouad any other inqeivies te ihis witness. Suppese he 
wished to ask the witness who gave him. the information upon 
which he had made the statement in the letter, whore he resided, 
and whather he was a person of sufficient character to justify 
it, or what the documentary evidence was which he alluded Ww, 
was he to be prevented by this. resolution from asking these 
questions} 5 
! Tae CHAIR replied, if the resolution should be adopted, and 
the witness answered the interrogatories in the negative, then 
all prosee jms would be at an ene ; but if he announced them 
in the atiivasaitive, auy gendemau would have the right te pro- 
Pound mquiri sto the witness, 

Mr. Wisk would ask the gentleman from Maryland to so 
modify his resolution as to do away with all technical objec- 
tons wit. ‘Pae interrogatories of the gentleman from Mary- 
Jand were addressed to the witness as the “Spy in Washing- 
ton, and as such he might refuse to answer them, when, if 
they were addressed to him personally, as Matthew L. Davis, 
he woukt doubtless answer them. Mr. W. drew a distinction 
in relation 10 this mauer, and contended that the witness would 
have a perfect right to refuse to answer the interrogatories pro- 
pounded to bim as the “3 


auce of the sir 
matter had bee 


fori; and tf the wines 
must fall, and the Mouse be freed from the imputation, and he 
should not desire to prosecute it any further. 

Mr. PATTON said his colleague (Mr. Wisk) had designated 
interrogatory af the zentlenan from Maryland as jn- 
i He (My. P> considered the whole proceeding as 
juqaisiorial. i 

Mr. WISE explained, that by putting the questions to 
Matthew L. Davis, he might answer tl in that form, whea 
he woud not consider it proper to answer them, if they putat 
to bim asthe “Spy in Washington.” Mr. W. could sce great. 
distinction between the two ca: 4 k 
PATTON considered all proceedings of this kind asin- 

iat as all criminal proceedings are; but they were not 
ated as of the character of a Spanish inquisition, as 
gs of this House had been designated on a for- 
He considered that the witness could answer as 
gaiories put to him, in relation toa publication 
over a fictitious signature as over his own signature, and if he 
proved the charges he had made to be true, he would be con- 
sidered a public henetactor, and if they proved to be false, let 
him stand all the penaliies which may be imposed upon him. * 

Mr. WIRE hoped that the interrogatory, “are the author of 
that letter,” would not be propounded tothe witness, becanse the 
witness might stand mute as he had a right to do,.and If he 
stood mute, the hurrah would be raised by your. official or- 
gan and other papers of the party, that here wore charges 


made against the Congress of the United States, that those who 
mate them would not stand to. : i K | 


Mr. EVANS then moved tò ‘strike out all after the resolu- 
tion, and insert the following asa substitute for the interroga- 
tories proposed by the gendeman from Maryland: 

“First. Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to be 
charged, in the preceding letter? Answer yea or nay, as the 
fact may. be, without giving the name, Second. Is the person 
thus alluded to a member of this House? If this is answered 
in the affirmative, then, Third. What is the name éf the mem- 
bèr? Ifthe interrogatories are answered in the negative, hen 
all further proceedings shall cease.” `- : 

Mr. CRAIG preferred the original resolution to the amend- 
ment. The allegation which had been made, and which had 
been the basis oF the--action of this House, was made by the 
“Spy in Washington,” ‘Then, when this witness is brought 
before the House, let him answer if he is the “Spy;” and if he 
answers that he is not, then we have nathing further to do with 
him.’ $ : x 

Mr. GLASCOCK could see no objection to the resolution pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Maryland. ‘This charge had Deen 
made in u responsible paper; and he hesitated not to say. that 
if Matthew L. Davis, or the “Spy,” had any re ard.for his cha- 
racter, or for the character of the paper, which contained this 
charge, he would not, in the face ofthis House, on of the coun» 
try, refuse to answer the question, For ene, he was disposed to 
have this question propounded; and if the witness thought pro- 
per not to answor, be it so; and then he would take the interro- 
gatories of the gentleman from Maine. .1f he was the friend of 
M. L. Davisor of the Courier and ‘Enquirer, he would not at- 
tempt to avoid these interrogatories; and ifthe witness attempted 
to shrink from them, he was a different kind of person from 
what he (Mr,. G.) had always supposed limeto be. : 

Mr: WISE explained that the witness might’ very properly 
decline to answer the interrogatory as propounded by the gen- 
toman from Maryland, when he would answer itif propounded 
to him in a different mode. i 

Mr. GRENNELL briefly supported the amendment of the 
gendeman from Maine, as being preferable: to that of the gen- 
teman from Maryland. ` i ; 

Mr. HOWARD then, for the purpose of meeting the views of 
goudemen around him, moved his proposition as follows: 

“Resolved, Thatthe Speaker direct the publication to be 
road to the witness, ahd then propound to him the following: 

ei. Ave you the author of the foregoing letter, and whether 
he dectines or not, then the Speaker shall put the following to 
him; + g 

“92. Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to be alluded 
to, in the foregoing letter, without giving: the name? 

"3. Is the person alluded toa member of this House? And 
if this is answered in the afirmative, S 

“4. What is the name of the member? And in case the 
Witness states that he did not allude to a member of the House, 
then he is to be discharged, and all futher procecdings are to 
cease.?? 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the resolution in this form, and con- 
sidered the last moditicauon as even more objectionable than 
the original resolution. He considered it entirely improper 
that the House should put questions to a witness, and permit 
him to say whether he would or would not answer them. g 

Mr. HOWARD considered that the House was placed in an 
atitude ofself-detence in relation to this mater. Tt was now 
ready to meet the inquiry in relation to the charge which had 
heen made against it. Then let the witness shrink from the in- 
quiry which be had challenged, and the honor of the House 
would be vindicated, so that there would he no necessity for 
for any further proceeding. . k 

Mr. BRONSON then demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered to'be put. 

Mr. GRENNELL called for a division; and the question was 
then taken upon the resolution of Mr. Howarp, in three “divi 
sions; allof which were agreed to by the House. > ' 

The Sergeant-at-arms was then directed by the Crrairto place 
Mr. Davis at the bar, and he was brought in. j 

As the Speaker was about to administer the oath to the wit- 
ness, 

Mr. Davis required the form of the oath first to be recited to 
him, which was done; and he was then sworn, and being 
placed at the bar, a 

The SPEAKER addressed him as follows : 

Matthew L. Davis: It has been made my duty, by the 
order of this House, tò cause to be read in your hearing a pub- 
lication in the Courier and Enquirer of New York, and it will 
be read to yeu by the Clerk. ` 

The article in’ question, as given in the proceedings of yes- 
terday, having been read, 
| The SPEAKER propounded the first interrogatory. 

Mr. Davis then addressed the Chair as follows : 

My. Speaker: 1 am arraigned at the bar of this House with- 
out counsel or aid, and I most respectfully ask you that I may 
be permitted to state my own case, so far as I conceive my rights 
invaded, that I may be’ permitted to present any reasons. why E 
ought not to answer that question. (Cries of “Agreed, agreed.) 
Teanassure you, sir, and through you this House, that I will 
occupy but a few minutes. (Agreed, agreed,”) | 

The CLAIR was bropounding the question to the House if 
it would consent to hear the reasons why the witness declined 
answering the question— i 

Mr. Davis. Ido not decline answering the question, sir, but 
wish to state the reasons why I ought not to answer it. 

inne CHAIR was again about to propound the question, 
when 

Mr. BRONSON requested that the preliminary question be 
first propounded, whether the witness declined answering the 
question, because, if hs cid not, Mr. B. should object to the 
other being putto the House, i 

The SPEAKER to the witness. Does the Chair understand 
me witness declines answering the interrogatory propounded 

o him? 

Mr. Davis. I beg leave, most respectfully, to state to the 
Chair and to the House, that I wish to present those reasons, if 
Thave any, why I conceive I ought not thus to be interrogated, 
Having assigned them, it is possible; sip, that I may answer 
that or any other question the House may be pleased to pro- 
pound to me: Trespectfully ask to be heard myself, for Ihave 
no counsel. 


Mr. BRONSON and Mr. TURNEY simultaneously called 


‘for the yeas and nays, which were ordered: 


Mr. BRONSON, stating that he wished to debate the question 
oun the suggestion of Mr, Abams, under the parliamentary law, 
the witness was withdrawn from the hall. 

Mr. BRONSON said if he understood the question then pre- 
sented, it was, substantially, whether they should permit Mr, 


tion, M. 
and på 


“ple, and that-was, the amount of money already consumed in 


application. ag tyrannical and arbitrary. 


the arbitrary power of the House, and made himself’ his cham- 
pion, to defend apres i 
is the true biswry of the case? The “Spy in Washington” 
had dared us to bring him hereto testify to a charge, lavolving 
most deeply. the character and honor of the House, Jie was a 
voluntear witness, dating as to bring him up for examina- 
tion; ani now, forsooth, was made by, the géntieman from South 
Carolina the victim of ihe grossest tyranpy and oppression. it 
js said that the witness ought not to be compelled to answer, 
because he was only presumed to be the author of the letters of 
ihe Spy in Washington, Mr. H. said his answer to this was, 
‘that if not the author, the question'exposed him to no responsi- 
bility whatever; and if he was the author, he was bound to 
answer ithe interrogatory. Ie came:here at his own instance; 
he wasa.voliiiteer witness; had dared us to examine. him touch- 
ng a charge itvolring most deeply. thé character of tho House, 
We ig-tox de: aliielded: from’.the performance of his own 
ntary plod estify, by: his right to send out anonymous 
(hOnSs duct hag.sttipped him of such de- 

à ) ould: never consent to give 
submit ary reasons Why Neshould, or should not, 

answer the proposed intercogatory.. OL tho character of tlio 
wiitess he had nothing to sayrnor should: he now draw any 


- jaleranes, either one way or the other, from his attempt: w - 


evade a responsibility which he had defied us to perntit him. to 
agsurtie, ' 3 Ss aie a 

This question was discussed at length, the application of Mr. 
Pavis being sustained by Messes, WISE, LINCOLN, PAT. 
‘TON, THOMPSON, and SIBLEY, and opposed by Mesars- 
BYNUM, FOSTER, PARKER, HAYNES, GLASCOCK, anit 
HOLSEY; when ay 

Mr. HOWARD. rase, amid the most-vaciferous and general 
cries far'question, and expressing his g atification at the dispo- 
sition he-witriessed to take the question, said he woeld make a 
rention to facilitate their wish} { therefore, sir, added he, de- 
mand the previous question. eee 

Phe House seconded the motion—ayes 119, noes not counted; 
and the main question was ordered, without a division. 

The CHAIR then propounded the question to the House in 
tho following terms; = ý oF 
- Shall Me Davis, the witness, have leave to state his reasons 
to the louse why the first interrogatory should not be answered? 

Somo conversation arose between Mi, RIVES and the CHAIR 
ad io whether this was the precise words: of the application ; 
but. the: pait question. having been previously ordered, no. 
Shatige- could. be: made. : as Bs ‘ 

Me WISE satiifthere-was any differénce, it was, at most, 
only, the difference. “between tweedledum and tweedledce.” 

‘Phe question was then taken, and decitled inthe affirmative— 
yeas 103,nays 90. 


So tha House determined thatthe witness should give his rea- ` 
~ 


gns: R > 
We EYERRETT chen moved that the House adjourn: lost. 

“Mr. Davis was then: btought in and placed: ac the bar, and 
briefly eave hisveasons'for: not answering the question, He 
then read the following ashis answerthereto: 

tI deny the right-of this House to ask, and therefore decline 
Lo answer, the quesiion, whether Lamy or aur not, the author of 
the ‘Spy in Washiagton? or the-extract from the letter referred 
to in the interrogatory; but, -at-thesame tine, I reapectinily 
state that! know the author, and Eknow the member to whom 
the Spy ailudés, and am prepared.to name: bin here or else- 
where.” < Foe gh ce A ea ` 

“That, sir; said the witness, “is my answer.” P 

To the second interrogatory: the witness answered “Edo.” 

Yo the third: “If the person alindedto is a member of the- 
House of Representatives?” The answer was, He ig not.” 
“Phe CHAM then said, the witness, ünder the order of the 
House, ig therefore discharged fron further examination, and 
there isan’ end of this proceeding: “fe. will, therefore, redre 
from the bar: ; . Se ak S 

Mr OWENS moved that the House adjoumn. = ; 
My. WiSEchoped that the gentleman would withdraw -that 
motion iv enable hima to move a communication of this exami- 


nation tothe Senate. [Cries of “no, no” from all parts of the 


halb] 


alt] Sheet a - 
o Mi GRAVES asked forthe yeas and nayson the motionto - 


adjourn y butthey were, yefused, and the motion prevailing, 
The House adjourned: ' eee 


» Columbia. jt : 
My. PRENTISS also presented the petition of sundry citi- 


_ posed entirely of letter-py 
him. per-, 


_ they were before Co 


-CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘The following resolutions, adopted yesterday, were omitted 
in reporting the proceedings of that day: i 

‘On motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


-to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 


placing buoys at the mouth of St. Johns river, in Florida, 

Ou motion of Mr. MOUTON, 

Resolved, That the Commities on Finance be justructed to 
inquire. into the expediency of increasiag the salary of the 
officers of the branch mint, established in New Orleans. 

--On motion of Mr CLAY of Kentucky, y : 

Resolved, Laat the Comimittes onthe Patent Office be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing or modifying 
the law whieh requires the recording of assignments of patent 
rights in the city of Washington. . é 


IN SENATE, 
i Tusspay, February 13, 1833. 

The CHAIR communie report from the Treasury Dé 
partment, made in compliance with the resolution of the 2d i 
slant, calling for the names of the receivers of public moneys 
(if any) who have violated the Treasury order of the 114th Juty, 
1833: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of sund:y citizens of 
Vermont, praying for the-abolition of slavery in the District of 
The motion to receive was laid on the table. 


zens of Vermont, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union: laid onthe table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Julius Nelson and others 
of the State of New York, praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor of Silver Creek, Lake Erie: refer- 
rèd to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. MEKAN presente the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Pennsylvania, romonstratng against the annexation of Texas 
te the Union: fiid on the tabl 

Mr. SMICH of ladina pre 
General Assembly of that st 


sented a joint resolution of the 
te, requesting their Senaters and 
Representatives to use their exertions to procure for the Slate 
the pre-emption, ai the minimum price, tu the lands acquired 
by the late treaty with the Miami fodians in that State, to aid 
the State in her works of internal improvement; which, on his 
motion, was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Pablic Lands: . 

Mr. NORVELL said he was charged with a memorial from 
the Columbia Typogfaphical Society of Washington, cora- 
A printers. ‘The memortalists 
remonstrate. against the passage of miy law ‘recognising or 
establishing the principle of international copy-right for the 
benefit of toreign authors. This society was composed of a 
body of highly intelligeat citizens, as enlightened as any other 
body of men in the country. ‘Chey wore nevessarily sx, from 
their pursuits and. professions in life. “Their views and ophi- 
ions, on this subject especially, were entitled to peculiar 
weighs. As this. subject was. before the, Committee on the 


Patent Office, he moved that the. memorial be read, printed, ` 


and referred to that committee ; the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition frum Charles Sanguenet, ask- 
ing forthe passage of w to confirm his claim to a certain 
tract ofland in Wisconsin: ‘referred to the Committee on Pub- 
He Lands. $ 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Nathaniel Cow- 
per, agent of Calle 
Mr. SEVIB 
ve tatives of Paomas P. diskridge, which was referred to 
_the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Ferguson J. Morrison, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Chaim 

A 
the establishment ofa mail route: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. À 

Mr. NORVELL presented the, petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying for th tablishment ofcertaim mail routes: 
referred to the same comnyitee. 

Mr. YOUNG, 
Tilinois, prayin 

to tho same commit 

Mr. WEBSTER p 
Trade of the city of New York, on the gubject of the currency; 

h, after some remarks from Mr W. was lait on the table 
ordered to be printed. à 
Mer. HUBBARD offered the following: 

Resolved, That io petition or oft y 
beon refe to any commniitice of the ate and which may 
have b eported th ; shail hereafter-be withdrawn from 
he Senat ving a certified copy of all 

e scary of the Senate. 
id he did not offer the resolution with a 
Mion. He had duewn it before the 
n up hereafter, when duly 
d he had bee 
better, the lon: 
n first presented, the evi- 


for the establishment ofa mailroute: reforred 


pers which may have 


weizhert and con. 
in publie tifa, to learn that 


dence wassuch as not to suit the 
were withdrawn, and all the weak points fortified, arid the tes- 
timony so changed as to preserve litle or nothing of its original 
character. -The object of the resolution wassimply to preventa 
repetition of that mode of proceeding in future, and that no ori- 
ginal paper should be withdrawn, without leaving a ceriified 
copy inthe office of the Secretary of the Senate. P 

On motionof Mr. ALLEN, $ A 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of allowing compen- 
sation to Joseph Fletcher for the toss and. destruction of a wa- 


gon and team, and other property, in the public service, during 


the said commitise. 


e Secretary of the Treasury, or any 


t presented the petition of Alvarez Fisk and the- 


49, the petition ef sundry citizens of Arkansas, praying for” 


sexented the petition of sundry citizens of | 


vied the memorial nf the Board of’ 


long enough- 


the late war; and that the papers of said Fletcher be referred to 


179 


Ga motion of Mr, LINN, 7 : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War. be» ested to send 
to the Senate all the information im the posession of his De- 
partment which may relate to the Oregon Territory; aid, also, 
that he cause to be made, for the-use of the Senate, a map em 
bracing recent discoveries of all the country claimed by the 
United States in the western slope of the Rocky Mountains, to 
the Pacific ocean. % 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inqaive into the expediency of making aliewances for mileage 
tothe judges of the circuit courts of the United State: such 
mamner as to-equalize their compensation.” 

Mr. CREETENDEN, trom the Committee on. Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a biil for the reliefor the legal representatives 
of Wiliam Sanferd; which was read, and ardered toa second 
reading, 5 X : 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, ihe same commitice was 
discharged from the further consideiation of the petition and 
papers of Matthew St. Clair Clarke. 

a Motion of AD. ‘FIPTON, ihe Commitee on Claims was 
discharged trom the further consideration of the petition and 
documents of Michael Hogan. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from ihe Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office on the subject, reported a bill 
for the relief of Richard Cravatt Handy Perry and David Cha- 
ney; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Rv. CLAY of Alabama: from thè same committee, reporled 
a hill for thé reliefof certain seers on the publiclands, who 
were depri of the benefits of the pre-emption law of the 
idh of June, 1804; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Me. MERRICK, fiom the Committee on Claims, to which 
had been referred the bills from the House for the relief of Me- 
lancion P. Woolsey, aud for the relief of Captain William H. 
Bell, reported them severally without amendment; the latter 
unfavorably. © 
| Mr. WAITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made 
‘an unfavorable report. on the petition of David Ross. 

On, motion of Mr. WHITH, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of --—— Conway, deceased. 

Mr. WHITE, from: the same committee, to which had been 
referred the resolution, directing ad inquiry into the expedi» 
ency of placing the officers of the staff of the Revolutionary 
army on the same footing with officers of the line, as to grants 
of Jand, madean, unfavorable report thereon, and the: commit- 
(ee was discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the petition and papers of the 
wiilow of Henry L. Homumedieu, were again referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On moon of Mr, NORVISLL, the Commitee on Revolu- 
tionay. Claims was dis sed fiom the futher consideration of 
ihe petition and papers or Robert Fulton, and the petidoner 
had leave to withdraw his petition aud papers. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
had been referred the resolution directing an inguiry into the 
expediency of increasing the vies of certain of the district 
judges of the couris of the United Hates, reported a bill for 
that purpose; which was read, midorda ed to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced the following bills, whicl 
were severally read twice, aud referred: 

A bill for the reliet’ of Richard Bennett ; 

A bill for the retief of David G. Dates; ` 

A bill for the relief of Charles A, Dodd ; 

A bill for the relief of John Richey ; 

‘A bill for the relief of John J. Scott; and 

A bill for the relief of David McNair. . 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Commitiec on Pr Land Claims, 
reported’ a bill. to confirm certain land cla in Louisiana; 
also, a bill for the relief.of Charles Morgan of Lonisiana; both 
of which were read, and ordered to asecond reading, and the 
accompanying reports were ordered to be prinied. 

The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of {he gald, silver, and 
enins of the United States, or of any foreign country, 

d the third timeand passed. , a : 
The bill to authorize the President of the © to 
A] southern bor jory of Wisconsin to 
uned and ma the third time and 


4 


ed. 
he Senate vesmned the 
ury bill, as the unfia 

Mr. NILES reswne:! 
hour, the very able sp 
opposition to the ameng 
of the original bill. Mr. N 
seemed to think that iis 
whole country; but what co 
-opiiion of M © Wasthe prodncin, 
ded oùt of their labor through t 
glance at the rotten suite of the banking 
try, andits vasi increase of paper 
daliaes for one of i Lit 
asd scattered yain Tiere were 
i yet broken, bus were now rocki 

hat persons in the 
i no longer than th 
uted on to depa 
nt, the common property ofthe peo; 
rrency of thes 

hare 


he Independent 


andin 


nV 


2 subject of 
le, and of vital 


puis. 
linportance to 


t t ave become mixed 
uniortuuately, R hal sopand all Q 

present Administration; how fu 
ot the peuple to determine. 
ought todo? M 
ad effecied to 
saue of mali not 
ssent or Part 


that had be 

ationsto derange 1 
Soms gentlemen contended that it was 
pearing with the currenty™ that had brought on i 
dstate. Aswell,sall Mr. No my 
i socisties with all the drunkenness that occur 
they were tampering with sobriety. {As soon 
càn write out from their notes, thisspeech will be preserie: 
the columns of the Globe. } 

On motion of Mr, WRIGHT, 

The Senate adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ae WEDNESDAY, February 14, 1838. 

As 900n as thejournal of yesterday was read— _ Sus eed 
‘Mr. WISE moved to amend it, by inserting the oath adminis- 


t redto Mr. Davis yesterday, together with hie answers to (wo . 


of the interrogatories propounded to him. H 

‘The CHAIR stated that inho former instance had the oath 
ever been recorded: and it was contrary to the express and posi- 
tive law, laid down in Jefferson’s Manual, to insert the ‘answers 
of a witiess given to thé House. This was only done in exami- 
nations before committees, because the Honse was not present. 

This position was sustained by Mr. ATHERTON, Mr. 
PARKER, Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and Mr. TOUCEY, 
and contested by Mr. WISE; when, on motion of Mr. CUSH- 
MAN, the Motion was laid on the table without a division. 

Mr. BOON then moved to strike from the jourhal the answer 
of the same witness to the first interrogatory, which had been 
spread upon the journal at the witness’s request, having been 
handed in in writing, and so entered under thesupposed implied 
assent of the House. DA 

Mt, BROMGOOEBE had not given his assent to it, and pro- 
tested against his silence ever being construed as implying his 
assent to any mation. : 

‘Me. WISE opposed the motion as ‘an éxpunging process. 

Mr. BOON said the gentiéman had himself explained away 
all the odiuni tiiat might be supposed to attach to the expuog- 
tug process, by his previous declaration, under his own mo- 
tion, that the journal was not-complete; and it was surely as 
proper toamend.the minutes by striking out as by inserting. 

Mr. RIVES advoeated the motion at some length. 

“Mr. TURNEY had not only not given his assent to the re- 
“quest of the witness, but had made several ineffectual attempts 
yoaterday to obtain the floor to oppose it. 

; GHIFFIN moved to lay the motion to amend on the 


Mr: 
tabte, 3 T , 

‘Mr. MERCER asked for the yeas and nays, and inquired of 
the Chair if; should the motion w amend prevail, the part 
stricken out would be entered on the journal of to-day. 

The CHAIR replied that it necessarily would, as showing 
the ground of the House’s vote. 

Mr. MERCER thereupon withdrew the call for the yeas and 
nays, Mr, Owens renewed it, and they where ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table prevailed—yeas 104, nays 79. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, the rules were suspended to call 
the States for petitions and memorials. 

The CHAIR, on leave, laid before the House the usual an- 
ntial communication from the Treasury Department, in relation 
to Consuls on the Barbary coast. , 

On motion of Mr. WDITTLESBY of Ohio, laid on the table. 

Potitions and memorials were then called for in the order, com- 
mencing at the point fast lett off, viz: Massachusetts, and were 
prosented by Messrs. ADAMS, GRENNELL, FLETCHER, 
CUSHING, HASTINGS, PHILLIPS, CALHOUN, LINCOLN, 
REED, and BORDEN, of Massachusetts’ 

Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS then rose and stated that he had be- 


fore him about three hundred and fifty petitions, signed by be-— 


tween thirty-four and thirty-five thousand names, which he had 
been requested to present to this House. He wished to db so 
with as little consumption of the time of the House as possible. 
He had, therefore, been obliged to alter the manner pursued 
heretofore in presenting petitions separately, one by one, an~ 
nouncing the place from which the petitions came, the name of 
the frst petitioner, and the number ot names signed to such 
petitions; Instead of which he proposed now to offer them by 
Classes, stating the nuurber of petitions in each class, and, as 
well as he could, the number of periuoners included in etch. 
He would state, however, that he'had a considerable number of 
petitions in relation to which he himself entertamed doubisas to 
whether they came tinder the geveral order of the ILouse, which 

veseribed that petitions of a certain description should be 
Tad upon the table without reading, or any other action of 
We House being taken upon them. Jt has happened, that in 
#onsequeace of the decision of this and former Houses of 
Congressin relation to the right of petition, a great degree of 
exciloment has bean produced in a certain portion of the coun- 
try, and the eTe: of this proceeding, onthe part of the House, 
aa lof the exsiement odcasloned by them, had tended very 
mach to mult ly these petitions, which the House appears to 
be so liila aed to receive ant to treat in the manner in 
which, in his opiaion, ali respectful and decent petiti ms ought 
to botreatet. Oas ofthe consequences of this course of pro- 
ceedings on awt ofthe Hou was, that petitions were sent 
to him ofaa naony mous character, ambignous aad equivocal. 
These were of two descriptions. One description came from 
a geographical portion of this country very much attached to 
the right of petition and opposed to the order of the Mouse on 
this anbject, and some of them would not come under that 


ule, ` b hae 
E Mr. PICKENS rose to order. Ha only desired to know if this 
question was to b3 ‘opened up in this direct manner, that he 
might be prepared ‘to ‘meet it. ) : 
The CHAIR stated what the usual course was in relation to 
the presentation of petitions. = 
Mr. ADANS reiterated that he had about 350 petitions to 
present; and he made this statement, giving his reasons (or 
changing his course in relation to their presentation, in order 
that the time of the House might notbe consumed. Mr. A. was 
about proceeding with his statement, when 
The CHAIR called him to order. i 
Mr. ADAMS then said if he was not permitted to make the 
statement to the House, he should be compelled to present his 
petitions separately, which would take up the whole day, and 
perhaps. another day. ; : 
he CHAIR replied that the same law would apply to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, which governed ail the other 
members of iLe House. f a 
Me. ADAMS then proceeded to present his petitions, some se- 
parately and some by classes, some of which were referred. 
Those which related to the question of slavery were laid on the 
table, under order af the House; those in relation to the annexa- 
tion of, Texas, those praying fora repeal of the order of the 
House; and all others which were supposed to relate in any way 
to slavery, were. laid on the table, on motions made to that 
oo a $ f g 
uino were then further presented by Messrs. CRANSTON 


1d TILLINGITAST, of Rhode Island. È 
P Mests TOUCHY, HALEY, HOLT and INGHAM, of Con-. 
necticut. fue? Suet 


IMr Haver presented tie petition of Wm. W. Woleey and: 
x Iscwhere, pray- 

a small jsland: 
the Connecticut 


others, citizens of Ni ork, Connecticut, a 
ing for an appropriation to-builda light ho 
on Homach, in Fisher's Island. Sound, neat 


. 


-Lexas tothe Union. 


“strating agaist the annexation of Texas to the Union. i 
the petition of 47 males and 53 females of the town of Oswego, 


near Latimer’s 
‘together with-a 


shoro. ` Also, -to establish a floating ight at 
reef, in said Fishers Island Sound. -Tke 


_ Smril appropriation to remove a sand barin the harbor of Sto- 


nington, Connecticut. ` Mr. H. also presented the petition of 73 


Persons, inhabitants of Plainfield, in Connecticut, praying forthe | 


abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Likewise, the 
Petition of 93 persons, inhabitants. of Woodsteck, in Connecti- 
cut, praying for the abolition ofslayery in the District of Colum- 
bia-and the Tertitaries.} : ` 

{Mr. Hout presented the petitions of Mrs. Cynthia Trowbridge 
of Connecticut, asking a grant of land, in coasequence of ser- 
vices rendered by ‘her late husband, Ira ‘Trowbridge in the ser- 


vice of the United States, who was killed by the Indians; of 


John Snow of Mansfield, Connecticut, praying to have his 
name placed on the pension list; of Stephen P. W. Douglass 
of the State of New York, praying Congress to adopt a resolu: 
tion to cnable him to receive in his own name, letters patent fer 
an invention of Hozzara Knowles. esq.] 

Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, and ALLEN, of Vermont. 

(Mr. Fusrcuer offered the following petitions: Petition of 
M. Mory and 109 females of Greensboro, Vermont, for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia. . Petition of John 
Hill and 35 others, inhabitants of Morgan, Vermont, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union. Pettion of M. Mory and 
109 females of Greensboro, Vermont, against the annexation of 
Petition of John M. Robinson and 52 
others of Charleston, Vermont, for rescinding of the resolution 
of Dec. 21, 1835. Petition of A. Packer and several others, in- 
habitants of Newark, Vermont, for rescinding of the resolution 
of the House of Representatives passed Dec, 21,1837. Petition 
of John McLevan, of Barnet; Verment, praying for remunera- 
tion for expenses, &c.] 

Messrs. PARKER, McCLELLAN, BICKNELL, KEMBLE. 
ANDREWS, MOOR, CHILDS, BRODHEAD, MITCHELL, 
PALMER, MARVIN, BRUYN, HOFFMAN, CURTIS, 
FILMORE, SIBLEY, TAYLOR, NOBLE, LOOMIS, BRON- 
SON, PAFTERSON, GALLUP, GRAY, DEGRAFF, RUS- 
SELL, GRANT, PECK, CAMBRELENG, and SPENCER, 
of New York. y 

{Mr. Camprevene presented-a memorial from a number of 
Merchants of the city of New York, remonstrating against the 
repeal of the Express mail law. Mr. C. also presented several 
petitions for private claims.) iy f 

{Mr, MeCLELLAN presented the petition of Spencer Stafford 
and Gorham A. Worth, praying to be relieved from further 
prosecution upon an official bond executed by them as suretie= 
for a paymaster in the last war: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.J g 

[Mr. Anprews presented two petitions from citizens of 
Steuben county, New York, asking an appropriation for thè 
improvement of the navigauon of the Alicghany river, between 
Pitsburg and Olean. One from 50 citizens of Yates county, 
New York, for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. A petition of 78 electors of Woodhull, Steuben county, 
New York, for the same. A remonstrance from the same 
persons, against the annexation of Texas to the Union. A peti- 
tion of citizens of Pulteney, Steuben county, New York, fora 
pre-emption right to a township of uaappropriated lands in the 
valley of the Mississippi. A petition of Lucy Barnes fora 
pension. ] oA k g 

{Mr. TAYLOR presented the following petitions of inhabitants 
of the village and county of Oswego, in the State of New York, 
praying Cungress to inquire relative to the importance of 
Oswego asa military post, and the expediency of repairing and 
arming the military positions at that place. ‘The petition of 
Abigail Wood, praying for a pension for the revolutionary 
services of her first husband, Luke Perkins, who was killed at 
the storming of Fort Griswold by the British, under the com- 
mand of the traitor Arnold, on the 6th September, 1781. The 
petition of Stephen Appleby, to be placed on the invalid pen- 
sion rail, he peution of Daniel Pratt, for a pension as an 
invalid. Also additional papers relative to the petition of Ben- 
jamin and John Depuy, for pensions.] 

(Mr. Spancre presented the petition of Cephas L. Rockwood 
for relief. Also the petition of Abial Stites and 49 others, for 
the rescinding the resolution of ihe 21st day of December last, 
laying petitions on the sabject of slavery en the table.) 

(Mr. Bronsox presented the following petitions, viz: Peti. 
tion of sundry citizens of JetYerson county, New York, ask- 
ing foran appropriation for the preservation and protection of 
the harbor at Sackets Harbor, New York: referred to the Com. 
mittee on Coinmerce. Also, petition of 76 citizens of Jefferson 
county, praying the House of Representatives to rescind the 
resolution passed by them on the 2tst December, 1837, in rela- 
tion to petitions on the subject of slavery. Also, petition of 
Daniel Redtield, praying remuneration for the loss of a vessel, 
destroyed by the enemy, while in the service of the United 
Btates: referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, petition of 
sundry mariners and othess, praying for an appropriation for 
the making a harbor at the mouth of Big Sandy Creek, in 
Jefferson county, New York. Also, petition of William Rut- 
field, for a pension } ‘ 


{Mr. Gran? presented the following petitions: The petition ~ 


of 36 inhabitants of Oswego, in the State of New York, praying 
an appropriation for the construction of asea wall and the im- 
provement of the harbor at Sackett’s Harbor, on Lake Ontario. 
The petition of 4 males and 13 females, students of the Oswego 
Rensselaer Academy, in Oswego county, New York, remon- 
Also, 


in said State, upon the same subject. The petition of 45 males 
and 55 females of Oswego, New York, praying for the imme- 
diate abolition ofslavery and the slave trade im the District of 
Columbia and in Florida. The petition of 95 inhabitants resid- 
ing on the shorrsof Lake Ontario, in the State of New York, 
praying for the establishment »f a daily mail route from Os- 


wego to Sackett’s Harbor, via Scriba, New Haven, Port Onta- 


rio, and Lindseyville. Also, another of 80 inhabitants, for the, 


same. Also, another of 33 inhabitants, for the same. 
another of 15 inhabitants, for the same. 
habitants, for the same. 
same. Also, another of 38 inhabitants, for the same. — Also, 
the petition of Milton Harmon and 172 other inhabitants of the 
village of Oswego, in the State of New York, praying an in- 
quiry into the expediency of repairing and arming the military 
positions at Oswego; which was ordered to be printed, and iis 
consideration postponed till Monday next.) - : 5 


{Mr. BickngLL presented the 


Also, 
Also, another of 14 in- 


tothe Committee of Claims. Petition from 17 electors of : the: 
town of Terence, Madison county, New York, ‘against the an 


” Coffin. Tanborn, asking for a pension 


. lumbia, signed by ‘345 females of the town 6f Ogd 


‘from Riga, New York, praying ‘the abolition of sla 


> the annexation of Texas tothe United ‘States, 


7 : ` State into the Union; 71 ministers of the Methodist E 
Also, another of 68 inhabitants, for the- 


NE 1 petition from Samitel S.: 
Sayles, of Madison county, New York, praying compensation: 
for services rendered the United States in the: Navy: referred: 


exation’6f Teras to the United St 
‘petition to the Committee of Foreign, 
On motion of Mr. BICKNELL, the p 


and referred:to the Committee on Invalid P 
(Mr. Cutgps presented the following petit 
ing the abolition of slavery and slave tradein 


i den, New 
York. Petition'6f99 citizens of Riga, New York, asking Cons: 
gress to repeal the resolution of the 2ist of December, “and 
moved its reference to a select committee. °- Three i 


slave trade in ‘the District of Columbia, signed by 168 persons, 
Petition. of 700 females of the ‘city. of Rochester, praying the 
abolition of slavery and slave trade.in the Territories of the Uni. 
ted States... The ‘memorial of Jesse Torry, in relation’ to-a 
currency of the United States. Petition for the improvement, 
of Allegany river. } : Ry tie. ence 

(Mr. Stsney presented: the following petitior.s: Petition of 86 
citizens of the county of Ontario, New York, for thé. construc. 
tion of a ship canal round the Falls of Niagara: referred to the> 
Committee ofthe Whole on the bil for that.purpose. ° Petition, 
of Susanna Hoagland for a pension: referred to Committee. on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Petitionef John Fisher. of Naples, 
New York, for a pensien: referred to Committee on Revolu- 
timnary Pensions. Petition of 76 legal voters and 35 females of 
the county of Ontario, New York, for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; laid on the tabie, under Mr. Parron’s 
resolution, Remonstrance of 39 males and 30 females of East 
Bloomfield, New York, against the admission of any new State. 
into the Union by whose Constitution slavery is tolerated: liké 
disposition. Remonstrance of 76 legai voters and 43 females of 
the same county, against the admission of Texas into the Union: ~™. 
Mr. S$. moved the reference of this petition (6°@ select commit- 
tee: laid onthe table. Petition of 122° females of the town of 
Farmington, New York, for the rescinding of the. resolution 
adopted by the House of Representatives ‘un Dec, 21,1837, in. 
relation to slavery, &c. Petition of 67 legal voters of Geneva, 
New York, for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade. i 
the Territories ofthe United States. Petition of 64 legal voter: 
of the same place for the regulation of commerce so as to pres” .-> 
vent the domestic slave trade, &e. Petition of 71 legal voters 
of the same place for the rescinding of Mr. Parrow’s ‘resolu: ~ 
uon, Remonstrance of69 legal votersof the same place against 

| Texas t Remonstrance 
of 74 legal voters of the Same placeagainst the admission of any ` 
new State whose Constitution tolerates slavery. On motion of 
Mr. S. the petition of Wm. Wickham, for compensation for 
buildings destroyed by the enemy during the late war, with’ the 
accompanying papers, was taken from the files, and referredto . 
the Committee of Claims. ] ') 

{Mr. Bropweap presented the pe of Thomas McEwan, - 
of the county of Sullivan, New York, praying that a law may ° 
be passed to embrace the case‘of his mother for-a pension for 
services rendered by his father as a soldier in the war of thè- 
Revolution: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, Petition of Israel Belknap, of the county of Orange, 
New York, praying that Congress will pass a law ‘to pay > 
to the heirs of John Belknap, for services rendered byhimas w 
an officer in the Revolutionary war, which he was entitled to 
under the resolution of Congress passed 22d of March, 1783, 
five years’ pay, instead of the half for life: referred to the.Com- _ 
mittee of Claims. 5 ` : eee ie ` 

„The petition of David Bickinson, of the county of Sullivan, °. - 
New York, praying Congress te pass a law to authorize the Se.” 
cretary of the Treasury to pay to him the teward of eighty dol- 
lars, together with the interest, for services rendered by hinin - 
the war of the Revolution asa soldier, agreeably toa resolnüon a- 
of Congress, passed May 15th, 1778: referred to the Committee © 
of Claims. The petition of Maria Hornbeck, of the county of ` 
Ulster, New York, praying for a pension, and hata law may be 
passed to embrace her case: referred to: the Conimitice ‘on Re- 
volutionary Claims, together with the. papers on file] we PY 

IMr. Curtis presented the petition of Hubbard and Casey of 
New York, and others, dealers in hardware, praying ford te- 
peal of the 10th abd 12th clauses of the 2dsection of the actof 
July, 1882, :* to alter and amend the several acts, imposing 
duties on imports. The petition of Sarah Davis, widow `of 
Edward E, Davis, a Revolutionary soldier, praying for a pens. ` 
sion. ‘The petition of Alice Wyckoff fora pension. ‘Fhe pe- 
tition of Herman Harris, for return of penale j incurred by an 
alleged violation of the revenue laws of the United States, 

He also presented the petition of 465 inhabitants, ‘262 citizens, 
and 4,136 women, of the city of New York, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade In the District of Columbia; 402 
inhabitants, 3,536 women, and 190 citizens, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the Territories; 4,042 women, 453° 
inhabitants, and 259 citizens, against the admission of a hew 
slaveholding State into the Union ; 3,896 women, 456 inhabitants, ` 
and'44 Senet for the prohibition of the domestic slave trade; 

33 women, 347 inhabitants, and 107 Citizens, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas; 120 inhabit ints of Franklin, in the State of New 
York, against the annexation of “Texas: 17 men’ of Weston, 

655 women, 212 Citizens, and 8 voteivot Westchester county, 
75 Methodist ministers of Genessee Conference, 150. voters‘of 
Fiskville, Dutchess county, 31. men of Ulster county, and 30 
members of the Methodist Conference, against the annexation 
of Texas; 79 women of Hadley, and forty-seven Women of 
Milton, for abolition of slavery inthe District of Columbia; 
23 citizens of Ulster county, 79 ministers, and 25 members, Ge- 
nessee conference, of Erie county, for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia 346 women of 
Milton county, 82 ministers, Genessce conference, and 17 citi- 
zens of Ulster county, for the prohibition of the interna] slave 
trade; 51 women of Milton county, 20 citizens of Ulster ¢oun- 
ty, 85 ministers, and 25 members, Genessee conference, of Erie 
county, for the abolition. of slavery and the slave ‘trade. in the 
Territories; 49 women of Milton county, and 80 ‘ministers, 


Genessee cunferenee, against the admission. of any new slave 


7] s ig 1 
church, Me. and 93. ministers ofthe Methodist Episcopal church, 


N. H. forthe abolition of slavery and the slave trade | ; 
79 ministers of the Methodist Epissopel re Ee 
nisters. of the Methodist Episcopal Church, N. Hy and- 
women of Jersey City, for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the- Territories; 11 men of Jersey Cily, Against 
he annexation of Texas; 86 women of Jersey city: for the.’ 
abolition of slavery amt the slave trade:in the District ‘of Colin. 
kia; 19 men of Jersey City, “againsc the admission of any new: 
slave State; 38 citizehs-and.108 women of Middlebury county; 
Against theanneéxation: of. Texas; 28 citizensand 110 ‘worien'of 
iddlebury county, for thé“sbolition of slayery-and thé slave 


tio 
Paad: one 


tada in the Disiřict of Uoliimbia. “Also the petition of 


64 women of New Haven, Connecticut, and 64 do. against the | 


annexation of Texas to the Uniied States; 59 women of New 
Haven, Connecticut, and 50 do. against the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Cohimbia; 39 citizens of 
the United States against the annexation of Texas tu the United 
States; 172 men of Ulster courtty, New York, and 78 women do. 
for the abolition of slavery and'the slave trade in the Disb 
Columbia; 46 men of: Ulster county, New York, and 27 women 
do: forthe abolition ofslavery and the slavétrade in the District 
ant -Territories; 81 men of Ulster county, New York,,and 40 
women, do. against the admission of any hew State whose con- 
stitution'sanctionsslavety; 76 men of Ulster county, New York, 
find 4 women: dd. for the* prohibition of. the. internal siave 


‘trade; 873men of Westchester. county, New York, and 878 wo- ` 


‘men do. for the abolition of slavery andthe slave trade. in the 
Territories and District of Columbia; 887*men of . Westchester 
‘county, New York, for the prohibition of internal slave trade; 
82i men of Westchester county, New York; against the.admis- 
‘sion of any new State whose constitutiot sanctions slavery. | 
“Messrs, FRY, POTTER, S. W. MORRIS, MCKENNAN, 
HENRY, POTTS, NAYLOR, PLUMER, WAGENER, DAR- 
TINGTON, TOLAND, BIDDLE, PETRIKEN, SHEFLER, 
and OGLE of Pennsylvania. ` a K 

` {Mr S. W. Morris presented a petition for a post route “from 
Forest Lake, Post Office, in the county of Susquehanna, Penn- 


sylvania, hy Choconut creek, to Union ‘Post Office, in the © 


county of Broome, New York: referred to the Committee of 
the’ Post Office and Post Roads. Petitien. from citizens’ of 
McKean county, Pennsylvania, for the improvement of the Al- 
Jeghany river between Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Olean in 
New York: referred to the-Committeeon Roads and Canals. ] 

(Mir. PLUMER presented a: memorial praying for an appro- 

(priation for improving the navigation of the Alleghany river 

vom Pittsburg to Olean, New York: referred to the Committee 
en Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. Also, sundry 
“memorials of citizensof Pennsylvania and New York, praying 
‘for an appropriation for building a wharf or pier near the 
mouth of twenty Mile creek, on Lake. Erie: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce.. Algo, sundry petitions for an appro- 
priation for the construction ofa harbor at the mouth of Elk 
creek, on Lake Erie’ referred to the Committee on Commerce 
“Also, a petition of the citizens of Erie, for changing the name of 
the port of Presque Isle to that of Erie: referred to the Commit- 
‘tee onCommerce. Also, a petition for the establishment ofa 
‘mail route from Butler to Tianesta, by the way of Skippenville 
and Petzer’s Mills: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post‘Roads. Also, the petition of Stephen Olney, a Revo- 
Yutionary officer, for a pension: referred to the Committee an Re- 
vohuttonary Pensions. Algo, resolutions of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, relating to the construction of a national road from 
the Cumberland road to the harbor of Evie. } 

IMr, Suerrer presented. the memorial of Abraham Crook 
dnd 2A other citizens of Adams county, Pa. remonstyacing 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union: moved that the 
same be referred to, the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Also, 
the petition of Martha G. Péarsou, and 28 other women of the 
‘same county and State, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
‘the. siave traile in the District of Columbia, and Territories of” 
‘the Whited States... Also, the memorial of William P. Cunning- 
ham, and 23 others, of ‘the city. of. Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against (he annexation’ of Texas to the Union: moved that the 


mamie he referred to the Committee. on Foreign Affairs. Also,- 


the pevition and documentary evidence of Lieutenant W. Scott 
Kerchum, setung forth that in his capacity of Assistant Com: 
missary of Subsistence, his trunk was robbed’ at-Camp Sabine, 
Louisiana, of five hundred and-twelve dollars and cighty-six 
cents of public moneys, and pray® for relief: moved that.the 
same be referred to the Committee of Claims } i 
(Mr. Henry of Pennsylvania presented six several petitions, 
signed by a large number of the citizens of Mercer county, 
praying for am ronte from New Caade, through Polaski, 
Sheroa, Clarksville, and West Greenville, in Mercer county, to 
Meadville; in Crawford county, twice a week: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. “Also, the 
‘petition of a number of the citizens of the same county, for a 
mail rouw ftoni the borough of New Castle, by the way of 
Hasibrook, to Horlinsburg: referred to same committee. Also, 
the petition ofS citizens of the counties of Mercer and Bea- 
ver, Pa. praying that a resolution passed by the present Con- 
gresi abridging the right of petition, be reconsidered and re- 
‘voked: moved to be referred.to a select committee; on motion, 
laid on tha table. . Also, certain resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, requesting their Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to vote for and use their exertions 
forthe passage of a law authorizing the construction of a 
McAdamized road: from the National road, at some point west 
of the Laurel Hih, by way of Pittsburg and Meadville, to the 
harbor at Eric; and to:appropriate a safficient sum aut of the 
United States Treasury for the immediate commencement and 
completion of the same: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals] : 
Mr: MILLIGAN of Delaware. 
Messrs McKIM, PEARCE, JENIFER,THOMAS, WORTH- 
INGTON, and HOWARD of Maryland. s 
{Meo McKim, on leave, madea brief statement in relation to 
the accounts of Mr. McCulloch, late collestor at Baltimore. 
From a dociiment that had been laid on the tables of tha mem- 
hors, andof which a largo extta impression had been ordered, 


containing a return of definiters to the Government, that gen- , 


tioman had beei represented asa defaulter to the amountof 
$14,753 34. Mr. McK, held a receipt in his hand, dated the 
first of June, 1837, more than covermg the amount to which 
that gentleman was indebted, and the payment of which was 
acknowledged by the Treasury Department on the third ef June. 
Mr. McK. read the receipt to the House, and demonstrated, 
that it over paid the amount due by Mr, McCulloch, between 
fifty and sixty doilars. 

Mr. McK. ada : 
oatha part of Treasury Department. or to impugn the me- 
mory ofthe dezepsed, because the docament bad probably been 
preparedin pursuance of the forms of office, but it had so turn- 
edout, that he had been rot nied as a defaulter, whoa 
therë wavaciually a balance due to bin.}j ~ K 

Messrs, WISE, ROBESTSON, DROMGOOLE, GAR- 
GLAND. PENWYGACKER, MERCER, MORGAN, BERNE, 

“MASON, COLES, CRAIG, and HOPKINS, of Virginias 

Messrs; GRAHAM, SAWYER, A. IL SHEPHERD, C. 
SHEPARD, WILL? Sy and McK AY, of Nort Carolina. 

[Mr. MeKay presented patitions from the inhabitants of the 


town of Wilmington, fora mail route from Weldon, “on the © 


ict of 


cn that he imputed ho design to misrepresent ` 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Roanoke, to Halifax, thenceto or near Enfisi!, Waynesboro, 
South Washington, to Wilmington, and thence ta Charleston, 
South Carolina. From A- Bryan and others, asking an appro- 
priation tor placiug buoys at the mouth of Shaiote river. 
From Samuel Peucr aud James Cassidy. From Witnam Haw- 


kins.} F 
GRIFFIN, CLOWNEY, ELEMORE, ‘and LE- 


Messrs. 

GARE, of South Carolina. : s 

Messrs. OWENS, HAYNES, and DAWSON, of Georgia, 
. [Bfr. Owens presented the memoria! of Mayor and Alder 
men of the city of- Savannah, praying retrocession of Fort 

Wayne to the said city: referred to Commiuee on Military Af- 
fairs. Memorial of citizens of Savannah, praying ihe erection 
of a custom-bouse in said city: referred to Committee on Com- 
merce. Memarial of citizens of Savannah in relation to the 
salary of collector at said city: referred to Conmri on Com- 
merce. Memorial in relation to duty on rough r im sorted 
into and exported from the United States: referred to. Conumit- 
tee on Commerce. Memorial in relation to erection of a beacon 
at Black Beard Islaid, State of Georgia. } 

_{Mr. Dawson presented the following petitions: One ia bo- 
half of Major General Daniel Newman, of the State of Geor- 
gia, asking certain arrearages due him from the General Qo- 
vernment for services, etc.; one from the citizens of the coun. 
ties of Elbert, Franklin and Madison, in the State of Georgia, 


asking of Congress the establishment of certain post routes and, 


post offices ; a remonstrance from a large, intelligent, and re- 
spectable portion of the citizens of the city of Macon, in the 
State of Georgia, against the passage of the bill now pending 
before Congress, known as the “Iuteraational Copy-right hiw;” 
anda petition in behalf of the citizens. of ‘Hall and Jaber- 
sham counties, in the State of Georgia, asking the esablich- 
ment of stage routes between Danville and ClarksviNe, in said 
counties. } i aoe a 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GRAVES, SOUTUGATE, and 
WILLIAMS, of Kentucky. - 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, MAURY, STONE, CROCKETT, 
McCLELLAN, WILLIAMS, CARTER, CHEATHAM, BELL, 
SIHELDS, and CAMPBELL, of ‘Tennessee. 

Messrs, WHITTLESEY, DUNCAN, HARPER, 


ALLEN, 


RIDGWAY, MORRIS, CHANEY, CORWIN. COFFIN, 


SHEPLOR, LEADBETTER, and GOODE, of Ohio. 


iMr. Harper presented the petition of Joan Wiley, and six, 


hundred and fifty-one other male citizens of the county of Lick- 
ing, Ovio, and.of Sarah Powers, and three handset and torty- 
‘four other females, remonstrating against the aunexa im of 
Texas to the United States, Also, the petiion of Atactia Gil- 
lispie, and eleven other citizens of the county of Musk neum, 
preying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum. 
bia. Also, the petition of sundry persons of Licking county, 
Ohio, sutlerers and heirs of the suiterers by the massacre of 
Wycoming, praying for relief. Also, the petiyons of sundry 
inhabitants of the counties of Muskiagum and Licking, Ocio, 
praying for the establishment of a semi-week.y mail Irom 
Nashport, in Muskingum county, via Perrytown a: 
berry, in Licking county, to Martinsburg, in the cocny of 
Knox, Also, the petitions of sundry inhab t ities 
of Muskingum and Coshocton, praying’ for t late tit 
of a mail route from Zanesville, via Samuel R SG orge 
Smith’s, and John G. Pigman’s, to Coshocton, intha county of 
Coshocton; On motion, Ordered, That the pedition o! Robert 
Fulton, and the accompanying documents, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. Ordered, Phat the papers oi Samuel 
Tall, on the files of this House, praying lor.a pension, be re 
ferred'to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 20, Che potion 
of G., P. Bancroft, and 185 other Jegat voters oi canny of 


Licking, praying this House’ to rescind the resolutión of the QIst 
Also, the. petition of A.M. Fewis aad 34 - 


of December last, 
male citizens of the county of Muskingum, Ohio, praying this 
House to'rescind its résolution of the 2ist December | 
Mr. GARLANTX of Louisiana. . : 
Messrs. HEROD, GRAHAM, RARIDER, DENN, WINTE, 
and EWING, of Indiana. h 
Mr. RAREN presented the petition of the citizens of In- 
diana and Ohio for a mail route from Centreville, Indiar 
Philometh, Brownsville, &c. to Cincinnati rredto the 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads,- The petition of 210 
citizens of Bteuben county, praying the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. The petition of citizens. of Wayne 
county, Indiana, against the annexation of Texas, and for the 
abolition of the domestic slave wade. The peti 
of Steuben and De Kalb counties, for a mail rowe from De- 
fiance, Ohio, to Mangaqunow, Lagrange county, Tadian: The 
petition of citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, against the ad- 
-miasion of any new slave State into the Union | "Pae petinon of 
the-citizens of Goshen, Indiana, for certain mar tar a. 
< fMr. Waite presented the petition of Charies W. Smi 
others, citizens of Indiana, fora mail route on ihe east side of 
the Wabash river, from Terre Haute to Uoving'on: referred: to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Memorial 
ollames McDonald and others, citizens of Warren county, In 
diana, praying the improvementof the Maumee river below the 
Rapids: referred to the Commiueeon Roadsand Canals. Peti- 
tion of isaac W. Taylor, of Fountain county, Indiana. (a pen- 
sioner) for back pay: referréd to the Committee on Povalid Pen- 
sions. Claim of David Powers, of Monigomery cor i-diana, 
for compensation fora horse tost in the Black Haws war: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. . Petition of Abraham Stiff, 
of Vermilion county, Indiana, praying € 
the issuing of scrip on a bounty land warra 
fərre-l to the Committee on Public Lands. 


t held hy him: re- 
Petita of the citi- 
from Logansport, Indiana, to White} 
burg, Milford, Goshen, and Middieby 
tes on the Post Office and Post Ra: 
of Leeshurg and vicinity, for same obj 
tition of the citizens of Middlebury and its vicipiy, for 
object: same relerence. } : 

Mr. CASEY of linois, 

iMr. Casey presented the petition of Levi Com: 
ing the right of pre-emption to a certain tract of lait 
H nid resolution of the Trustees of the P. 


zens of Goshen and its vicinity, fora mail roe Criareekly) 


the Commit- 
CU Zens. 
Pe- 


amine 


Petition of th 


vse oF sabla 
Lands. Als 


RT on ofa number of the citizens ofthe 
of Minois, praying thë passare of a pre-empt on 
sd to the Committee of the whole House, to whic 


the pre-emption bill was referred, Ako, the petition of J.R 


e 


tiver at Scraper’s Fordto Cherok 


on of citizens | 


gresa to Authovize | 


- todian Affairs. Also, the peti 


Allen, praying compensation for a horse lost in the mifit 
vice of the United States: referred to the Commuittes on 
Alsy, sun iry petitions for mail toutes in Winois; which wee 
referred tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Messrs, LEWIS, CHAPMAN, LYON, aud LAWLER uf 
Alabama. É x ‘ $ 

[Mr. Caarman presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
Alabama, asking that the right ef pre-emptien at the Govern- 
inent- price may be granted to settlers.on the public lar wnt 
especially those who reside on the lands lately acquired from 
the Cherokee Indians. Also, that the price or lands that have 
been offered, and remain unsold, may be graduated. and re- 
duced; and that such as will not sell at the: reduced price, may 
he granted to the States; that the unproductive l6thsectiong may 
be relinquished, and other lands entered for the same object. 
Mr. C. also introduced the memorial of the same Legislature, 
asking a further appropriation to complete the improvements 
commenced at the Muscle and Colbert Shoals, on the Tennessee 
river, according to the original plan. Mr. C. presented.the pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of John Lowrey, for services. ren- 
dered as attorney for the Cherokee laiians. The petition of 
cliizens of Cherokee ‘county, Alabama, asking pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the public lands, and the establishment of a 
Jand district in the county acquired from the Cherokees. The 
petition of William West, and other citizens of Cherokee 


-county, Alabama, in his behalf, asking compensation foita 


horse he lost while a soldier in the late Creek’ war. ‘The pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of Wm. Wilson, of Jackson county, 
Alabama, for a pension as a soldier ofthe Revoiution, The pe 
tition of certain citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, asking a 
grant of land to Robert Bell and B. Thompson, to include some 
valuable mills they have erected of great public utility on Cha- 
tooga river. The petition of citizens of Cherokee county, 
Alabama, praying that the mail route from La Fayette, Walker 
county, Georgia, may pass by Mopkinsville, Chattooga Old 
Town, keeping in Chattooga Valley, and crossing Chaitouga 
Court House, Alabama ] 
Messrs. MILLER ant HARRISON of Mi . 
(Mr, Minter presented sundry memorials, 


ajoint me. 


morial of ihe Legislature, asking that a Saperinteudency of In- 


dian Affairs may be established near the western fontier of the 
State of Missouri; and, also, that adequate protection be af 
forded.to that frontier: moved that-so múch ofsaid memoria! aa 
relatesto the defence of tie frontier, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military: Affairs, and that relating to a Superinten- 
dency of Indian Affairs, be referred to the Commitee on Indian 


‘Affairs, and printed Also, ajoint memoyial from thesame, asking 


the passage of a Jaw, providing that certain field notes be fur: 


- nished the pnrchasers of the public land free of expense: re- 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, Also, a joint me- 
moriat from the same, asking an appropriation for the removal 
of obstructions at the mouth of Des Moines river, aad for the 
improvement of the navigation a few miles up that river: re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Roads and Canals, ‘Also, a joint 
memorial from the same, asking the passage'of a law granuvge 
the right of pre-emption to citizens of Missouri in certain cases: 
referred to the Commitice on Public Lands. Aiso a joint me- 
morial from the same, asking the passage ofalaw, creating aè 
new laad district iathe norihwestern part of the State of Mis 
rouri> referred to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, a 
joint memorial from the same, asking an appropriation Ly Cor- 


gress, for the improvement ofthe naviganen of South Grana 


river, {rom the western boundary of Missouri to Fort Gilsson 
on the Arkansas riv-r: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. ? 
Ali the above memoriais ofthe Legslatureof Missouri were 
érdered to be printed. $ ae 
Mr. M. also presented sundry petitions, viz: The petition of 
Robert. W. Gale and others, praying Congress to grant such 
aid as may be deemed equitalte Rud just, for the promotion of 
science and education, tothe: Western Academy at Boonville, 
Miasonri: reterred. Also, the ‘petition of William C. Ranney 
aud others, of Missouri, praying the establishment of a post 
route in Stoddard county, Missouri, from Bleonstield to Martin 
M. Woods’s, in West Prairie, m raid county: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Adso, the peti- 
tion of William Nicholas, of Missouri, praying Congriss io 
grant him compensation ‘fur two horses lust hy or stolen from 
him by hostile Indians whilst in the. service ofthe United States, 
inf Captain Audrain’s company of sangers inthe year 184° 
referred ta the Committee of Claims. Also, the petition of 
Samvel Murray and others, praying Congress to grant the right 
of way though the public lands in the State of Misseuri, to 
the St. Louis and Bedevue Mineral railroad company: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, Aiso, the petition of A. 
Wheeler and others, praying Congress to establisli a mail route 
from Van Buren, in Ripley county, Missonri, through the rich 
lands on Eleven Point, to Charies Huddieston’s, thence to Ivard 
court-house, in. the State of Arkansas, Also, the petition of 
.Woodburne Potter, of Missouri, praying Congress to grant him 
compensation for services rendered the Uried States inv the 
year 1837. Also, the petition of Alfred Skinner, of Missouri, 
praying Congress to pass è law confirming to him a certain 
tract of land therein mentioned: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. Also, the petigon of Samuel Moscey, of 
Missouri, and Feomas James, of Obio, praying Congress to 
pass a law authorizing them to enter certain lands in the Sate 
of Missouri, at $l 25 per acre: referred ta the Committee on 
Public Lands. Also, the petitien of Jean Bt, Janie, of 5 
souri, praying Congr top a lw granting back pebsion 
foi a period of time therein mentiokel: referred to the Commit. 
lee on Invalid Pensions, Also, the pecidousef John ‘Timer, 
of Missouri, praying the ps 2 ofa law by Con erating 
es stolen from him by Sac and 
w the Cam 
hebsof Jam 


i 3 ion of tig heirs of Joshua Bishop, 
of Missouri, praying Congr to. passa law granting then 
compensation jot two horses stolen fram dosha Bishop, de- 
ceased, by Sac and Fox Indians, in the year 1 ferred to the 
Committee on Jodiun Affairs. } 

{Mr. Harmson presented the following petitions and memo- 
riais: Peution of James Daneau, for a pension. Peunon of 
Eliza A. Potter, widow of Nathaniel Potter, deceased, prayin 
that the amount of money of ich her deceased tiv band 
wag robbed while postmaster at Franklin, Mi i, and which 
he had to. account for, may be. revurned to her. Petiicn of 


- dames B. Mills, asking compensation for wood, furnished Fort 


Leavenworth under contract. with the deputy quartermaster at 
that place. Petition of Thomas P. Copes asking that he 
may be allowed to re-locate a New Madrid claim covered bya 
confirmed Spanish grant. Petitions of James Journey, asking 
she confirmation of a grant of land made to him by the Spanish 
Government. Petition of sundry citizens fo a mail route from 
Jetierson City, Cole county, to the town of California, in the 
same county. Petition of the trustees of the town of St. Charles, 
asking that such claims as have been confirmed within. the 
commons of St. Charles, may be located elsewhere, upon any 
lands liable to entry at private sale. Petition of Julia Soulard 
aud others,asking an appropriation to cover the costs.of a suit 
which accrued under the act of 1824, allowing those holding 
old French and Spanish claims, to file a petition for the same 
in the district court of the United Siates for the State of Mis- 
souri. Memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, asking a draw- 
back of duties to those engaged in the Santa Fe trade. Memo- 
rialasking that the amount of money collected by rents from 
the lead mines in Missouri, may be returned to the counties re- 
spectively in which the lead was obtained, for school purposes. 
Memorial asking for a continuation of the Northern boundary 
line of Missouri to the Mississippi river. Memorial asking a 
further extension of the laws granting pre-emption rights. 
Petition asking that the counties of Saline, Pettis, and Benton 
be annexed to the Lexington Land District. Also, a resolution in- 
structing the Committee on Private Land Claims to inquire 
mto the expediency of providing for the issuing of a patent 
for a certain tract of land to the legal representatives of Gregorie 
Sarpy. Memorial of Richard B. Alexander, of the District of 
Columbia, praying Congress may direct the Secretary of War 
to cause to be examined and surveyed, certain property of his 
in the District of Columbia, for the purpose of selecting the 
. Bane, as a suitable site for either a national foundry, ora pow- 
der magatine. Petition of Harrison Snead, a soldier of the 
late wai, praying that he may be allowed to enter other lands 
in lieu ofhis military bounty tract, represented as being worth- 
less. Petition of Pierre Parladi and Charles Lamarche, praying 
_ remuneration for depredations committed upon their property 
“ by the United’ States Rangers. Petition of William White, (a 
free person of color,) praying to be placed on the pension list, 
on accountof a wound received ina battle with the Indians. 
Petition of Rene Trudeau, praying the confirmation of a grant 
of land from the Spanish Government. Memorial of the Le- 
islature of Missouri, asking pay for certain volunteers called 
into service from the State of Missouri. Petition of Francis 
Obuchon, praying that he may be a!lowed to locate upon any of 
the public lands, liable to private entry, the balance ofa Spanish 
grant, which could not be located for the want of sufficient 
public lands adjacentto the original grant. Petition of Samuel 
Massey and Thomas James, praying that they may be allowed 
the privilege of entering a portion of the publie. lands adjacent 
to their iron works, atthe minimum price at which the public 
lands are sold.. Petition of sundry citizens, praying the esta- 
bisiment of a mail route, from Lexington, in Lafayette county, 
to Harrisonville, in Van Buren county. Petition of James 
Duncan, praying to be placed on the pension list. Also, pres 
sented a correspondence on the subject uf the protection ne- 
cessary to the western frontier of Missouri and Arkausas.} 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas. 

{Mr. Yun presented the petion of John Lee of Arkansas, 
praying forthe payment ofa horse lost in the service of the 

nitce States: referred to Committee of Claims. On motion, 
referred to the Committee on Roads an! Canals, the renort of 
the engineer who examined White and Biack rivers, in Arkan- 
sas, under an order of the War Department.] 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

(Mr. Crary presented a petition for a mail route from Mt. 
Clemens to Belvidere; for a mail route from Marshall to Alle- 
gan; for a mail route from Grandville to Port Sheldon; for a 
maii route from Flint to Lapeer; for a mail route from Lo- 
gansport to White Pigeon; and for a mail route from Marshall 
to Fort Wayne; also, a petition for the improvement of the har- 
por at Mackinac; for the improvement of the harbor at the 
mouth of Pigeon Creek; for the improvement of the harbor at 
Brest; and for the improvement ofthe harbor at New Buffalo. 
Also, a petition of 123 inhabitants of Kent county, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union; of 50 inhabitantsof Cajhaun 
county, on the same subject, and a like petitio om sundry 
citizens of Livingsion county; a petition of 37 2 of Kent 
county for the abolition of slavery in the District ji 
and a like peii‘ion from certain inhabitants of Livingston ¢ 
ty; a petition of 40 vitizens. of Kent county agains: the 
sion ofa new State into the Vaion with a Con 
ing slavery: a like petition from Livingston county; als 
tition from Livingston conaty in favor of a prohibition- 
siave trade between the States. A joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Michigan in favor of a law providing for 
the reduction of the price of the nasold lands within the States; 
hat the same be sold in limited quantities, and to actual set- 
thers. A like joint resolution in favor of improving the harbor 
at the mouth of Cliaton river, and constructing a light-house on 
Huron Point; for improving the harbor, and constructing a 
light-honse at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river; of improving 
the harbor, and constructing a light house at the mouth of the 
river Raisin; and of improving the harbor at the mouth of 
Grand river, and the navigation of Fiint river. A like joint re- 
solution in favor of an appropriation for the construction of a 
harbor at New Buffalo, and for the completion ofthe harbor at 
the mouth of the river St. Joseph. 
the construction ofa harbor at Brest; at the mouih of South 
Black river; at the mouth of North Black river; ofa harboy, at 
Mackinac; far removing the bars in Lake George; for building 


alight-house at Brest, at New Buffalo, at the mouth.ef the river - 


St. Mary. and for a beacon light at Mackinac. A like joint re- 
solution for an appropriation for improving the harbor at the 
mouth of Clinton river, ac the menth of the Kalamazoo river, 
and for a survey of the flats at the mouth of the St. Clair river] 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. 

[Mr. Jonrs presented the following: A rnemorial to Congress 
for the passage of a pre-emption Jaw A memorial to Congress 
for an appropriation for building ha A petidon praying 
forthe rightof pre-emption. A Detition of Joon H. Sullivan 
and Adrian H. Davenport and oihers, praying for the right of 
pre-emption. A memori:] ofthe Legi 
consin, praying for the improvement of u 
A petition fora post route in W 
thon of the Legislative Ass -mbiy of © srritory, on the 
snbject of a new land districn inead adisoaa city. A peti- 
tion of the citizens of Bloomington, Wisconsin Territory, pray- 
ing for the passage ofaspecial pre emption taw for their heve- 
Bt. A petition of the citizens of Belleview, Wisconsin Terri- 


-at the same place. 


A liké joint resolution for- 
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tory, praying the right of pre-emption may be granted to J. 
Bell for one quarter section of land. . A petition’ of the citizens 
of Mount-Pleasant, Wisconsin Territory, who pray for the pas-. 
sage ofaspecial pre-emption Jaw for theirbenefit. A petition 
for a post route from Sonthpor: to Geneva. in Wisconsin Ter. 
ritory. <A petition of Pierre Menard and otliers securities of 
Felix St. Vrain, deceased. .A memorial for an appropriation 
fer a road from Racine tò the Mississippi. A memorial to 
Congress for an appropriation for building a read from South- 
port to Rock river. A memorial ofthe citizens of Milwaukee, 
for a granto{ proceeds of the sales of lands on Fox river, for the 
improvement thereof. Petitien of citizens of Davenport and 
vicinity, in Wisconsin Territory, for the right of pre-emption to 
the land on which that town is situated. Memorials ofcitizens 
of Milwaukee, for alight house at Kewaunee, and fora harbor 
A memorial of the citizens of Milwaukee 
and its vicinity, forthe construction ofaharbor at that place, 
and for an appropriation for the road from Chicago to Green 
Bay. A memorial of the Legislative Assembly’of Wisconsin 
Territory, praying for an additional appropriatien to complete 
the public buildings at the seat of Government of thé Territory. 
Memorials from the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, praying for an additional appropriation to complete the 
improvement in the navigation of the Mississippi river, at the 
Des Moines river and Rock river rapids; for a donation of two 
townships of inundated lands in the Mississippi bottom, oppo- 
site to the town of Burlington, Wisconsin Territory, for the con- 
struction ofa road through Me said bottom; that the right of 
citiZenship may be extended over the Stockbridge Indians who 
reside on the east side of Lake Winnebago, in Wisconsin Terri- 
tory; for the construction ofa road from Prkirie du Chien to the 
northerm leundary of Missouri, on the west side of the Missis- 
sippi river, in said Territory; also, for a Pad from Racine, on 
Lake Michigan, to some point on the Mississippi river, in said 
Territory; also,a memorial for ‘the relief of Major Jeremiah 
Smith, for the destruction of his house by fire whilst the Legisla- 
tive Assembly wasin session in it. The petition of John Davis, 
who prays for a pension as an invalid.} 

Messrs. NOYES and EVANS, of Maine. 

Messrs, CUSHMAN and WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned, at 54 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, February 14, 1838. 

The CHAIR communieated two reports from the Treasury 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with the provisions 
of the act of the 6th February, 1835, providing for the final 
adjustment of land cleims in Louisiana, a report from the 
register and receiver of the Jand office at Ouchita, Louisiana 
anda report from the register and receiver of the land office at 
New Orleans, on the several claims brought before them re- 
spectively: referred, with the accompanying papers, to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, WHITE presented a communication from the War 
Department, with a report from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, relative to the Indian agents; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the admission of Texas 
into the Union: laid on the thle. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs. to 
which the subject had been referred by a resolution of the Se- 
nate, reported a bill to settle the construction of the act regula- 
ting the pay of the paymasters in the army of the United States: 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr LINN, from the Committce on Private Land Claims, to 
which had been referred the petition of John Riley, made an 
unfavorabie report thereon. 

Mr. LYON presented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
country bordering on Grand river, in the State of Michigan, 
and from certain ship owners and masters of vessels on Lakes 
Erie, Huron, and Michigan, asking an appropriation for the 
construction ofa pier and pier light, for the protection of com- 
merce at the mouth of that river. 

Mz. WALKER submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted. 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ingthe foil post ronte: the State of Mississippi, te wit: 

Brom El via Paulding to Quitman. on Quirman 
to Washington court-honsa, wma. From Columbus by 
Winstonville, Somerville, Philadelphia, and Dixon, to Hilisho- 
ro. From Madisonvilie by Densonvilie, Ludlow. and Hillsboro. 
to Carthage. From Houvion hy Granada and Middleton, to 
Louisville. From Pontotoc by Red Land, (Williams’s) to Hous. 
ton, From Chuiabome by Osk Hl and Casilesville, te Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. From Panola e se hy Peyion, to Fre- 
lena, Arkansas, From Helena, Arkausas, by Powhatan, (Coa 
homa county,) to White river, Arkansas. From Starksville hy 
Lafayette and Bellefontaine, to Greensboro, From Hardin 
court-house, Tennessee, by Nashobee, Jacinto, and Carroliville, 
to Pontotoc, From Kennedy’s Store, by Concord and Steen’s 
creek, to Brandon. From Aberdeen by Fulton to Jacinto. 
From Fulton to Russe!viile, Alabama. ` From Tuscumbia, Ala- 
bama, by Jacinto and Ripley to Holly Springs. From ‘Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama, by Jamestown, Brooklyn, Mount Pleasant, 
Moga-la-sha. to HWitsboro. From Greensboro by Graysport. to 
Grenada. From Panola court-house by Sardinia, ‘Oakland, 
Preston, and Troy; to Grena: i 

MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President he requested to comr 
to the Senate the official reports of Col. Zacharie Tavlor, 
Fir. giment of Infantry, commanding in the action of the 25th 
of De ber last. with the Florida Indians, and giving an ac- 
count of that action. ia 

Mr. BENTON deemed it.right to apprize the Senate of the 
ebject whicb be had in view in calling for an official commu- 
nication of the reports mentioned in the resoiution. He had 
n these re n the newspapers, and was of opinion that 

E r nteers, constituting a part of Col. Taylors 
command in the aciion of the 25th of December, had been 
hardly treated, both ia the ection itself, and in the official 
reports whch had been made of it. He had received no eom- 
plaint from any of these volunteers on this sudject; but he 
knew the men, and he had seen how they had been treated, and 
was of opinion that they had been hardly dealt with, both in 
the action, and in the report of it. ‘They had been putin the 
fore-front of the battle, which was not their place in such an 


attack as was then made}. and they had been. censtired tor im 
conduct, when:applause, and not censure, was duets them, 
It-appeats from the commander's report, that the 
surongly posted, had waited:an attack in a posia i 
covered from view, they: could deliver a deadiy fire Opon ae 
advancing-line.. it was clear thai the first assailants must 
ceiveadeadly fire. There were nine: husdred troops. pri 
of whom about two hundred were: Missouri Volunteers 
Spies, and the rest regulars. The Volunteers and “Spies: wi 
formed into a first line to make the attack; and of the regulars, 
five hundred formed a second line in the rear ef the volun 
and two-hundred more formed a reserve, in the rear of the 
whole, In this disposition of the forces, -it is chear that fhe: 
Volunteers had a desperate service assigned them. ` They wera. 
to go forward as a forlorn hope, to draw the fire of the hidden... 
enemy, and to absorb their bullets. it was a service for. regue: 
Jars, and not for volunteers—for soldiers by profession; and not 
for fathers of famijiesand sons of farmers; it was a service for 
disciplincd troops, and not for citizens fresh from the plough, - 
who might have coyrage, but could not. have discipline. ‘The’. 
error of putting forward twe hundred euch troops, on sucha: 
service, while five hundred regulars remained behind: in’ a: 
second line, and two hundred more were held baek as a reserve, 
is manifest to every observer, and seems to assume the appear 
ance of exposing Citizens to the fate.of a forlorn hope. sea 
Mr. B. was aware that volunteers were often sent forward to 
skirmish and to bring on anaction, but:this was not a case of 
skirmishing, but of attack upon the. position and main boty 
of the enemy, lyingin waitio deliver a-deadty. fire- upon. the 
first assailants. d i ` bah aTe 
The ordérs to the volunteers were to fall back if heavily pres: 
sed, and to form in the rear of the second line. They. were. sô., 
pressed. They lost the.one-sixth of their number in a few vai- 
nutes, in killed and wounded, including. their. commander, ‘and 
they fell back, some across the swamp, and employed them- 
se] ves in taking care of their dead and wounded friends, and 


others to the rear of the second line, which they joined, and 


with which they continued to the end of the action. It is here 
thatthe error of the commander, in reporting this circum- 
siance, becomesapparent. No allowance is made for undis- 
ciplined troops who had faced a terrible danger—who had lost 
their commander—who had suffered severely—who had their 
killed and wounded friends to take care of—~who had- discre- 
tionary ordera t^ retreat—and who saw two hundred regulars 
idle as a reserve, while they themselves were urged back into 
the action. ` 

The comimander, in his report, disparages them without suf- 
ficent regard to these circumstances. He bestows a separate 
and distinctive praise upon the regular troops, which they well 
deserve, while the volunteers are blamed for ‘breaking’: and. 
retreating to the “baggage, and refusing to return.in a “body” 
tothe engagement. Now, as for breaking, it was seen that 
they had discretionary orders to retreat, if heavily pressed, and 
every retreat must become a breaking under such circund: 
stances. None hut veterans could have retreated in order 
under such circumstances. As for going io the baggage, it was. 
certainly the place, and the only place, to which the wounded: 
could be carried to receive the relief and attention which they” 
required. And as for not returning as a corps, itis quite clear: 
there could be but a broken corps to return, after the killed. | 
and woendee were deducted, and afier the further deduction 
was made of those who were necessary to bring of these 
killed and wounded, and to give them the attendance which | 
their sufferings required. After these deductions were made, ` 
there could not be much of a corps to return; and of the rem 
nant left, it is staied in the official report that “ macy” retiri 
ed, not as an organized body, but individually, and in broken 
companies, and tought it out to. the end, white two hundred re~ 
gulars, as a reserve, were only brought ia at the close of the 
action. 7 

Mr. B. thought the rrorof the cormmandineg officer in his 
report, for he did not impute intentional injustice to him, was 
in expecting from volunteers the steadiness ani the discipline 
of regulars. - 

The commanding officer takes, in the case of the Sixth Kegi- 
ment, the number ofits kilfed and wounded for the eriterion of 
its merit and suffering in the action. The testisa fair one, 
and exhibits that regiment, especially five companies of it; aa” 
having encountered death with the greatest steadiness It ds a 
fair test; and let it be applied to all the troops, and then see -+how 
the Missourians wiil rank. The respective numbers and: tnsges 
weie thus: the Sixth Regiment, about £20 in acthon and 73 
killed and wounded. being a loss of one third: the Fou 
ment, 274 strong, 22 killed an? wounded, being a joss of one- 
twelth; the First Regiment, 200 strong, and 4 wounded, being 
a loss of the one-fifieth: the Missouri Volunteers and Spies, 
226 in number, and 36 killed and wounded, bei 
one-sixth. 


; instead of 
being put to the bottom of the list, and then censured. Bat 
mere numbers wil net show the relative merits and suiierings 
of the troops engaged. The element of time must be taken into 
the calculation, aud then the merit of the Missourians rises te 
the first rank: for such was the intensity of the danger which 
they encountered. that they suffered their great loss ina few 
minutes. while t Sixth and Fourth Reg: us were three 
hours in snfferi theirs. This proves the ciffer in the 
rich the two descriptions of treops encoun: 


Mr. B. said there was. in another pari af the report, sonet hing. 
of praise mixed up with censure, with respect to these volun- 
teers. They are said to have returned the enemy's fire with 
spirit for a white, and to have done as wel, or even better: than 
such a description of troops nsually de. This bears a tute 
upon all volunteers. and, he thought, erroneously, seeing bow 
often such troops had done honor te their country, The people 
ofthe United States were consticitienally braves, and when the 
occasion required in and they hada fair chance, they would 
always show it. They could not hare discipline. when fresh 
from their homes: and he thought the error of the reparte to 
which he referred was in not making allowances fur the want af 
discipline in these extemporaneans troops. 

Mr. B. said he was under peculiar obligations to see that jug. 
tice was done to ihes- volunteers. They were his cons divents 
and hada right to look to him for a redrese of the wrongs. 
They were fathers of families. and sens of farmers, living com. 
friabiy at home, and who had turned out at the call of the Ga. 
Yernment, generuus'y and-patriotically, to Be an immense. diss 
tance to serve thelr country. They had served it braver apd 
faithfally, had suffered severely, and were entiled:to applause: 
instead of censure, He had scen them at the moment of their 

z : i 


and death.encountered, with little opportunity to add to their 
But they had added to it. Th 


Mr. BENTON said defence, and not attack, was his object. 
He had disclaimed that from the beginning, He knew Col. 
Taylor to bea brave anid meritorious otticer, but he was of api- 
nion that he had-dealt hardly by those volunteers. The place 

tven them in tho attack was that ofa forlorn hope; but of this 

e would not have complained, it they had not Deen censured, 
and, as it seemed to hiin, erroneously censured. 

On motion of Mr, TIPTON, 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to furnish 
the Senate witha copy: of the report ofa survey of the harbor 
of Clty West, ladiana, with a view to its improvemont. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Resoloed, That ths Commitites on Finance inquire into the 
ropriety ofso amending the law of 1830 asto nHow States to 
mport railroad iron wholly duty trec, where itis exclusively 

for State purposes. `; 

‘On motion of Mr. McKEAN, g 

Resolved, Thattho Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making compensa 
tion to the heirs ef Benjamin Harney, deceased, for services 
rondered the United States daring tho lute war, 

Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bil supplementary 
tothe act entlile.t an act regulating processasinihe courts of 
the United States and providing compensation for the officors of 
said souris and forjurare add withesshs: read twice and roler 

-red to the Commiltae on the Judiciary 

On motion of Mr, ROAND, the bill supplementary to the 
act concerning: the District of Columbin waa taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The billto provide for the legal adjudication and settlement 
ofa claim ta land granted by the Spanish Government to Julien 
Dubuque was taken up, did consideredas in Committee of the 
Wholey and after some remarks from Messrs. KING. LINN, 
and WHITE, it was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the: bill- to change the times 
of holding the circuit. courts of the United States for che 
ninth circuit was taken up: and afer beng amendeil, it was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate resumed as the unfinished business, the conside- 
ration of the ladependent Treasury bih; when 

Mr. SMITH, of Conneticut, rose and addressed the Sonate 
for some considerable time, in favor of the bill. He depreented 
the course pm al by those whe were. opposed ta the measure, 
in denouncing it in advance, before ittihat- been. discussed; and 
inferred, Moni the stand taken by them, that they either had no 
arguments to offer against it, or that they indulged a sovereign, 
contempt for the understauding of the peopie. Mr. 5., was ol 
opinion that sober reason was always best adapted for the 
American people, and when that was addressed to them, he 
never indulged a fear for tha. result. Mr S. glanced at the op 
position of this measure as federal, and monopolizing in its ten 
dency, and.showed that the Federal party bad, for the last foriy 
years, been denouncing the Democracy of the country as calen 
jatedto ruin and degrade it. . Notwithstanding all these denun- 
ciations, these fearful, prophecies, said Mr. 8. the nation has 
gown ina manner unparalleled in-chistory—-while this. party 
waa always ‘contending that the people were Onfit to govern 
themeplves; and would yuin the Republic, yet, from the old thir 
teen, the Republic had increased to twenty-six States. This par- 
ty. wasalways.(or the benef of the people. it never considered 
itself, in any measure it recommended—ch no!—* the people; 
the. dear-peaple,” were their onty consileration:: - When. our 
hardy and gallant seamen were impressed and torn from their 
illes án 
rable 

h 


F, 
‘would Tare ant fiio, 
on board of foreign shig 


Legislature of Missisippi; 


when thissame Federal party contended {t was better tolet the 
British také ‘our ships than they should be permitted to rot atthe 


wharves. Look-ts the warthat ensued, when the country Was- 


bleeding at every pore, where was this Federal party then? 
Why denouncing their own Government, and dectaring it to be 
Wicked and immoral to celebrate our victories. Notwithstand- 
ing ali this, the Democracy triumphed-—the nation teiumphed, 


_ fhe election of Gen. Jackson, and the present President, wert 


Wike causes, in their opinion, for the overthrow of the Republic, 


but it had then gone on to.riumphb, and would go on, and this _ 


Very -measnre before them, which was much more loudly de- 
nounced than all others, would, also, be the means of enhancing 
the true health and happiness of the nation. Mr.S. went onun- 
tila late honr, showing the danger of encouraging moneye mo- 
nepolies, in a Government like ours, and the hazardous sima. 
tion in which the Government might be placed, in trusting its. 
funds to their. keeping (Mr. S's speech was able and argu- 
mentative, and, as soon as it can be written out, will appear in 
the colunins of this paper.) 

Ona motion 

‘rhe Senate then adjourned. 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 15, 1838. 
: CHOCTAW TREATY. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the House took up the following 
Senate bill, on its third reading, whicl#had been postponed oo 
Friday last, viz: 

“ An act to amend an act entitled an act for the appointment 
of commissioners to adjust the claims to reservations of lands, 
under the 14th article of the treaty with the Choctaw Indians 
in 1830.” 

The bitl had been reported from the Indian Committee with- 
outamendment. ; 

Mr. DAWSON moved ite commitment to a Committee of the 
Whol, and made the order of the day for tomorow, stating 
that he wished toamend it. . ` 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the genderman would 
name some other thana private business day. 

Mr, RELL thoughs it better to suffer the bhil to pass as it 
came from the Senate, as it would probably have the effect of 
spurring on the coumiesioners; and the time might #fterwards 
be extended, if it was found necessary. He bad no objection, 
however, to such an amendment as to exclude those Indians 
who had emigrated west of the Mississippi pilor to the dest uf 
January, 1834. 

Mr. B. then proposed an amendment'to that effect. 

Met. DAWSON said thisamendment did notremove his ob- 
jection to the bill. 

Mr, BELL went into an explanation of the provisions of the 
treaty and the effect ofthe amendment, which would prevent 
any of the frauds alleged to have been acempted by bringing 
the western Indians back, and the purchase of their prewnded 
claims by speculators, 

Mr. DAWSON said it had been over and aver again asserted 
that many of those Indians had come baek for the very por- 
pose of making claims, which claims had been bowel wp by 
combinations of apeculators, 

Me, BELL admitted there might be some who wont on theie 
own account, at their private expense, and net under che eon- 
duct.of an officer of the Government, and under such eirenme 
narre it was n question if these would nst be estided to 

wnli, 

Mr. PARKER suggested a modification, to moke the rmend- 
ment general in its application, goas to apply to an wha emi- 
grated priog lo thy time stated. ‘This, he thoushi would re- 
move the objecdonel he gentleman from Georg: 

Mr BELL accepted this medification. 

Mr. HAYNES would put it to the gentleman from Ten- 
ucesee, whether if the treaty secured tothe. Choctaw Tndinns 
certain reservations, on certain conditions, ane of which was, 
that they should remain in tive vears, but bad emigvated sub- 
sequenuy, they could be deprived of their rights to reservations 
under tho fourteenth article ef the treaty be any cetion of sure. 
He would not move to amend the amendment, mn he would 
submit it fo tbe gentleman from Tennessee, whether c 
ruight not arise where this provision might get to the prejadies 
of these persons. 

Mr. BELL said, if thero should exist any evidence of a care 
alluded to by the gendeman, though. he knew of none, Con- 
gress would. cheerfully arant relief. There was, however, no 
reason fo belleve that any such case existed, and nat the 
slichtest evidence of one hid been exhibited 

Mr. OWENS did not doubt but that this bill wasertled for on 
the grounds stated by Mr. Baus the other day, 
one provision of which he did not see the ne ye sle was that 
authorizing the Commissioners to chaage their location or place 
of seting. 

Mr. PARKER explained the object of that provision ta bs, to 
Rave a grealexpense 10 the country, in consequenes of a large 
number of the witnesses having removed to distant poin 

Me LYON geve an additional reason. Many of the persons 
entitled to reser vations, being according to the number ef ther 
children, viz: buf a section {e each child under ten years at age, 
and a quarter section for each child under Ch: shad remove 
ed sinee the session, and he Commissionces, deeming it ne! 
sary that the children should be produced, ı provisjon bad 
been Inserted to prevent the great incanveaience ihat wonld 
have resulted to the claimants themselves, 

Mr. OWENS expressed himselfsatisfied with the expdenadon 

Mr. DAWSON stated the grounds of bis eppusition fo ihis 
biil, under which the greatest frauds would be perpetrated. 
"Pany were substantially as follows: 

li would involve the Government in an expente af some ten 
or fifteen minions of dollars to get itself ont of the very diffienity 
in which this law would place jt; and he would prove— 

First, that the census taken by Mr. Armstro: g. the agent of 
this Governinent, showed that there we 900 Choctaw 
ans residing in the Rates of Mississippi and Alabama, and 
415, 00 of these ‘had been removed at “the expense of the 
Government, sry £ 

Next, that the agents of the General Government stated that 
there were only cighty-one Indians entitled, under that Ich ari- 
cle of the treaty, tothe veservation contemplated by it. 


He would then show that another gentleman: who had’ been 


appointed, carried eutthe number to 572 Indians, 
Further: he womd shaw. ments -farni 


determined that the meanest of our citizens should not be sub-. |} Washington, that:there ‘were now ab 


, jected to.ignominy or oppressiun. - Then followed the embargo, 


but there wie _ 


-vocato of Matthe 


“give anewerto 


:10,000:Choriaws in. 
Mississippi, who claimed the right to reservations under the l4th 
article, notwithstanding that 15,000. had emigrated. - fheee 

And he -would:show. that, on the 22d ‘of January; 1836, so |, 
weli convinced was General Jackson thatthe: grossest fraud 
were about tò: be -practised:on the Government, to ane 
probably never known beferein the history of this Governthent, 
he prt an end tothe: whole: proceedings, and withdrew the. 
power. from-the agents to: proceed any further therein. n5 

On these-heads Air. D, dwelt at some length, and went into. á 
detailed examivation and review of. the documents necessary to 
sustain those positions, REE PIN TD ~ 

Before Mr. D. has conciuded, ° i ? : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called forthe orders:of the-day, when | 
the vote _was—ayes 39, noes 47, no: quorum,” foe 

_Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was evident that it Would be very 
difficult to procure a quorum ‘to-day -on..account of the in- 
terest felt at the other end of the Capitol, [it was understood 
that Mr. Caunoun was was speaking on the Independent Treas 
sury bill.} and he therefore moved thatthe Honse adjourn: 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked for the yeas and nays}. 
which were ordered, and Were—yeaa 6, jays 136, ` yi 
. So the House refused to adjourn. a a 

Mr. CAMBLELENG said he knew the importance of the bill . 
called up by the gentleman from Tennessee, and he (Mr, C.) 
wished 1t to pass; but at the satne time he wished to state tothe 
House that every branch of the public service, was suffering 
from the want of the action of the House on the appropriation 
bills. He would, however, withdraw the motion to proceed to 
the orders of the day, with the hope that the bill under consi- 
deration would be promptly dieposed of. g 

Mr. FAIRFIELD renewed the motion to proceed to the or- 
ders of the day; but the motion was disgaretd to. $ 

Mr. DAWSON then concluded his remarks. 

Mr. DELE made a briel reply, aml stated that every objec- 
tien urged by the gentleman had been fully considered by the 
Commitee on Indian Afaire, who, two yearsaga, had. instruct- 
ed Mr. B. to make a full report on the subject. = > 

Mr. PARKER considered the remarks of tue gentleman fran 
Gergia, (Mr. Dawson, as more of an attack upen the policy 
which had -been pursued by the Government. towards, the 
Indians, than as opposing this bill. . He considered the bill now 
under consideration ag one-of importance, snd one which ouglit. 
to poss. ‘Lhe treaty had provided that reservations should be | 
made, and it becmme necessary that an investigation should be 
hai ta seo who wore entitled to those reservations A Jaw had 
passed Congress ata former session, instituting a commission 
to make the examination, but in consequence of dificulties 
which had arisen in relation to this commission, by tie resigna- 
tion of one of the commissioners, and: from. other, causés, the 
duties the commissioners. had: imposed upon them were hor 
completed, and the Lime was now abont to-expire ; and in cons 
sequence of this, there was a great necesrity for its adoption, 

Mr. P., explaied the whole object of the commission. and re» 
plied briefly to the arguments of the gentleman from Georgia. | 

Mr. CRARY was opposed to extending this commission in 
committee, and was stil) opposed to its passage. In the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit Croek, there was a provision that the claims 
of Indians should be presented within six 1y onths, and in that 
six months he believed nearly all the claims. were presented 
that this Government.ought to allow. By admitting claims, as 
we were now about to do, he contended that. it would-be intros ~ 
ducing corruption among the Indians, because it. would bo 
holding out an inducement to every Indian in. Missisetppi: a 
claimant, and every one a witness in-relation to.claima.: An 
Indian will say to his neighbor, “It you will be a-witners 
in my ease, I will be a witness in your claim; and, in this way, 
fraud will be eommitted on the Government of the United 
States; it will have to give back half the lands to the Indians 
which it has banght from them, - : 

Mr. C, moved to amend the amendment by inserdng in naike 
fotowing: “Nor in relation to any erlaim not presented to the 
locating agent prior to the first Monday in December, 1835. 

Mr. BELL bricty opposed the amendment proposed hy the 
gentleman from Michigan, because, in some cased, injustice 
might be dane to these Indians. 

Mr. LYONS should vote for theamendment of the gentleman 
from Michigan, ag well as of the geutleman, fiom Tennessee, 

He considered that the better plan: would de toallow. each of 
those individuals to present his. claim here, tike all other claim, 
ants, than to give this extenelve: power, to. this commission, ” 
There was a particular mode pointed. ont in, the treaty in rela- 
tion to these claims, and ho considered that most of ‘them’ had 
been jitesenled, within the proper time. “If however, any: of 
them had neglecied.so present their claims within.the time: ppe 
cified, ke would rather bave them. px. sented:to the: House gepas 
rately, than to have them examined into. inthis extended man. 
ner by this commission. ` í 

Mr CAMPBELL of South Carolina briefly supported the 
hill, contending that if we did not allow time ta this commis. 
sion, that injustice. might be done to the Indians, and the ex- 
pense to the United States would be greatly Increased’; but he 
wag opposed to the mm adments moved totke bi by the.gea- 
Ueman from Tennessee, , 

The amendment to the amendment was re 

The amendment of Mr. Baty. was shen agreed to.. epim ae 

Mr. EVERETT moved an additional section, to strike fram 
the list of claimants any Indians who should attempt<to use 
or substitute the chiidren of othera, forthe pur i 
ing their claime. which. was agreed to. re ee 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and shee mend: 
ment having been engrossed, was. read: the. third tine, and. 

assed. * gh Ve gti 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the-orders of the day, forthe 
purpose of proceeding with the subject of the northeastern 
bonndary. question. PAMAEE Jeet aa A 

Mr WISE moved that the House adjourn, which was agreed 


to; andgo The House adjourned. = 


mee 


Emarum—Intheromatks of Mr Erascocn, on Mi onday, an 
the resolution to raise a Committee of Inquity it relation toa) 
lezed chargesof corruption.in a. member of Covgress, our Re, 
porter misunderstood the speaker, Hesaid: “H he was anad. 

-= Davis and the editors. of the New York 
not hesitate in advising a prompt and deci- 
e question propounded; and he greatly mistook 
ef the editors of that paper,-if fram thelr publier: 


Baquirer, hey 


ould not prefer sucha course.”? 
Oc was inadveriently represented as opposing 
avis’ eapplication, instead of advocating ite eni 5 


isd 


IN SENATE, 
Tuursp ay, February 15th, 1838. E 

Mr. YOUNG. presented a memorial from sundry citizensof 
Illinois, praying for the erection of certain post routes: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, memorials from sundry citizens, women and others, re. 

- iienwteasing against the annexation of Texas; which were laidon 
the table. x i 

Mr. WALKER presented a preamble and resolutions from 
the Legislature of Mississippi, instructing their Senators to use 
and requesting their Representatives to use their best exertions 
to procure the passage of a law to regulate and improve the 
steamboat navigation; which was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a memorial from the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, in relation to certain documents. i 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from Richard B. Alex- 
ander, jr. in relation to a national foundry near the seat of Go- 
vernment; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. à 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented a memorial from certain citi- 
zens of Kane county, Ilinois, praying grants of land for the im- 
provement of Fox river, in said State: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. : 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
Patnam county, Indiana, praying the erection of bridges over 
certain water courses, as lessening the list of transportation 
over the Cumberland roau: referred, and laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


From: the Committee on Indian Affairs, an unfavorable re- 
port on the petition of David Croft. 

From the Committee on Private Land Claims, an unfavora- 
ble report on the petition of John Riley. ` 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported bills 
for the relief of Hannah Laighton'and Lemuel White; which 
were read and ordered toa second reading. 

Also, from the same Committee, unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Amasa Brown, Rebecca Hawley and Cephas Car- 
penter; which were severally concurred in. 

Mr. MORRIS asked to be-discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Joseph Wood, and to have referred 
back to the Committee on Pensions the papers of Samuel Cra- 
pia; which wasagreed to. 

„Mr. HUBBARD moved to refer the resolution, submitted by 
him, in relation to keeping certified copies of all petitions and 
documents on file in the Secretary’s office, to the Committee on 
Claims: agreed to- i 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
inform the Senate what progress has been made under the 
appropriations of Congress for 1836 and 1837, for the improve- 
ment of the naval arsenal at Pensacola; whatis the present 
condition in regard to facilities afforded for the supply, repairs, 
and construction of vessels of war, and what measures have been 
taken for the completion of said naval arsenal on the plan ap: 
preved by the President; that the Secretary of the Navy be 
also requested to state the reasons why the sum of $50,009 ap- 


propriated for the construction of marine barracks at the Pen- ‘ 


sacola arsenal, has not been applied to that object. 

Oa motion of Mr. KNIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Committec on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing further compensa. 
tion to the collecter of the customs for the District of Provi- 
denco, in the State of Rhode Island. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instract- 
ed to inquire whether any, and if any, what further legislation 
is necessary to give effect to the act of Congress of June 30, 
1834, making a grant of land tocertain Polish exiles. 

Mr. YOUNG called up the following resolution submitted by 
him yesterday: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the Senate, detailed statements. of the accounts of 
such of the Collectors and Receivers of Public Moneys, as 
have been reported defauiters to either House of Congress du- 
ring the present session; including in each case all superseded 
and rejected items of credit, connected with any such account, 
and which, if passed to the credit of any such defaulter, would 
cover or extinguish, in the whole or in part, the amount of the 
deficits which are reported as standing on the books of the De- 
partment, against any such defaulter, with suitable explanations 
in each case, showing why such items have been suspended 
or rejected, and why they ought not to be allowed as credits 
to such defaulters. The said report to include all such sus- 
pended or rejecied items of credit as are remaining in the said 
department, upto the present period. 

Mr. Young explained the object he had view in offering 
the resolution. He said that many persons had been impro- 
perly reported as defaulters, who were nat so; his object was 
that the proper distinction should be drawn in these statements, 
that Congress and the people might know, at a single glance, 
who were and who were not defuulters, and the reputation of 
public officers saved from injurious aspersions. x 

The resolution was adopted., Zoo 

Mr. TIPTON said on yesterday he gave notice of a motion 
for leave to introduce a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to sell the stock owned by the United States in the 
Louisville and Portland canal, and for the investment of the 
proceeds of the sales of the stock in stock of thè Jeffersonville 
and New Albany Canal Company. The Jeffersonville and New 
Albany Company: was incorporated by the General Assembly 
of Indiana. That Company at this time stands in need of the 
aid of the General Government. The Louisville and Portland 
canal is completed. The stock owned by the United States in 
that canal is about $300,000. It is profitable stock, yielding 
from 13 to 18 per cent, profit per annum. He was informed 
for several years past this large profit was made on the United 
States stock in that canal, by levying most enormous and òp- 
pressive tolls on the commerce of the Ohio river, above the falls. 
He did not think it is the policy of this Government to stand by 
and become toll-gatherers {rom the people of one portion of the 
United States, for the benefit of another. All that he now asked 
was to sell out the stack on the Kentucky side, and invest it in 
similar stock on the Indiana side, where we will certainly con- 
struct aclarger and saler canal, for the passage of steam and 
other boats... The construction of the canal on the Indiana side 
would reduce.the tolls to navigators, and cheapen the transpor- 
tation of the produce raised and exported from the Ohio river 
above the falls. As soon as the canal was finished on the Indiana 
side, he. would haye no.-objection to selling. out that stock, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and investing the proceeds in similar works in some other 
guarter. - 2 y 

The bill was read twice and referred. 

‘The bills for changing the time of holding the Circuit Courts 
ofthe United States in the ninth judicial district, and that sup- 
plementary to an act relating to the District of Columbia, (ap- 
pointing an additional judge for the Orphans’ Court,) were seve- 
rally read a third time and passed: - 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

Bill for the relief of Daniel Steinrod. 

Rill for the relief of certain citizens of Arkansas. 

Also, the bill making appropriations for the completion of 
certain military roadsin Arkansas. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Senate resumed the: consideration of the bill im- 
posing additional duties as depositaries oa. certain public 
officers, etc. The question being on Mr. Rives’s amend- 
meni— 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate in a speech of great 
power, and more than usual animation, which will be given in 
extenso hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Feb. 16, 1838. 
NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

As soon as the journal was read, f 

Mr. HOWARD rose ald stated that he had received last night 
a communication from the Secretary of War, enclosing some 
papers, which satisfied him that it was his duty, this. morning, 
to move the House to suspend its rule, in order to take up the 
bill now on the table for the preservation of peace on our fron- 
tier. With the leave of the House, and to show them the 
grounds pon which he based his motion, which were net those 
of expediency, but of absolute necessity, ın order to support 
not only the military, but also the civil power, he proposed to 
have the papers read, and after that he thonght the House 
would acquiesce in the opinion that. the other business must ne- 
cessarily yield to this. The purport of them, ina word, was to 
show that an expedition was preparing on the south side of 
Lake Erie to invade Canada, and the information rested upon 
the authority of aneye witness, a naval officer, who saw the 
assemblage, their collection of arms, and saw them in maich, 
The information was of sucha character as satisfied Mr. H. 
that it was necessary to have upon it the action of that House. 
He would send the papers to the table to be read to the House. 

Mr. HARLAN wished the committees to be allowed first to 
make their reports. 

Mr. HOWARD was sorry the gentleman had interposed an 
objection, for though he was willing that the House might take 
any {ime in the day they ch 
of the importance of the step he askedthem to take, they would 
take itatonce. He hoped, at least, the gentleman wouid with. 
draw his objection to the reading of the papers. 

Mr. HARLAN withdrawing his objection, the papers were 
read at the Cierk’s table, and are as follows: 

Heap Quartexs. NIAGARA FRONTIER, 

Buffalo, Feb. Q, 1838. 

RAL: Captain Homans, of the Navy, arrived here Jast 
night from Detroii, in four anda half days. The information 
he brings is important and perplexing. The enclosed copy of a 
despatch, wrote and mailed en route, to General Brady, gives 
its general character. Ie adds, that in passing through the 
Black Swamp, he walked several miles iu company with Lieu- 
tenant Ottinger, of the revenueservice, and cénversed with in- 
dividuals of each straggling party, all of whom concurred in 
representing the force to be about SUO men. Individnals wh 
joined the stage at lower points, carry the number still hia 
the whole under the command of Mr. McCloud, Mr. 
Renssejaer’s Adjutant General, stated to be a man of much en- 
ergy. The latter individual left this place last evening 10 join 
these forces. Information on which I rely, represents Mr. Van 
Rensselaer as sanguine of making a forward movemeni at the 
head of 300 or 400 men. The pointselected is probably on the 
St. Clair river, and the campaign to open near old Fort Sin- 
clair, operating in the direction-of Lake Simcoe. Reiying up- 
on the general accuracy of the information, viz: that there is a 
strong rally of the hostile force, that their direction is through 
Michigan, probably, or Detroit, that the quiet which happily 
prevails in this immediate vicinity enabled me to detach a por- 
tion of the force, and that every regular bayonet is of impor- 
tance to General Brady, I have deemed it my duty to put Major 
Young’s command in motion for Detroit, for which place sixty 
men, under the command of Captain Johnston, accompanied 
by Lieut. Thornton, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, and As- 
sistant Surgeon Fellows, w 
m. and will reach Detroit insix, perhaps four days, a contract 
to that effect having been made with the stage proprietor, 1 
am aware of the responsibility I assumed in adopting this mea- 
sure, which I trust may be acceptable to you. The theatre of 
action is immediately transferred from this region. at least for 
the present. Nevertheless, I hope you may considet it expe- 
dient to.push to this point all the disposable force (recruits) now 
at New York, and intermediate points. - You are aware of the 
nakedness of the command in respect to officers. 

Capt. Homans further says, that_he examined sufficiently to 
satisfy. himself that the wagons referred to in his letter to Ge- 
neral Brady actually containedarms and ammunition. The 
people on the route have freely given their arms to this lawless 
band, supplied all their necessities, and recrui‘s are joinmg 
them fromall quarters. Ihave considered these matters of 
sufficient importance to justify me m sending an cfficer by the 
stage of this evening, toincceass the chances of overtaking you 
atAlbany. Te also carriesa copy, in case you should have 
left, to be mailed for New York, and a third for Washington, 
to your address, under cover to the Adjutant General. 

Ihave &c. &e. 
wW. J, WORTH, Lt. Col. Commanding. 
,&¢, Albany: 


To Maj. Gen. Se 
MiLAN, Huron counry, Ono, Sth Feb. 1833. 

GENERAL: I feel tt my duty to acquaint you, that on my jour- 
ney to-day between Perrysburg and this place, we havé passed 
several detachments of men, calling themselves Patriota, num- 
bering probably about 250. They generally agreed, on con- 
versingiwith them, that there were 800 of them scattered en the 
road, and 500 Indians of the Cattaraugus tribe, all destined to 


“rendezvous at some place near Detroit most favorable to effect 


a landing in Canada, We also passed during the day about 20 


, yet he did think, if it was aware. 


ill leave in stages at five o'clock, p. - 


` itshall be lawful for him, in his discretion, to 


loaded wagons, half that number boxed up, purposely tò resem- 
ble pedlars’ wagons, but containing their arms and accoutre. 
ments; the other wagons containing powder, and other munis- 
tions, put up in pork barrels, and other deceptive cases, These 
men had with them drums, fifes, bugles, and other instruments 
ofmusic. The. Indians we did not see, as they, with other 
bands of the Patriots, were said to have taken the lake road 
through Sandusky city, All we spoke with were positive of> 
there being from 1300 to 1500 men in all, and daily augmenting 
their numbers by volunteers from the towns and villages 
through which they passed, but I question their being over 
400 or 502. General Van Rensselaer waseapected to join them: 
also McKenzie. Judging from their train of wagons, I should 
judge they had a large materiel with them. 
1 remain, sir, with high consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES T. HOMANS, Li. U, S, N. 
Brig. Gen. Hugu Brapy, Commanding 
United States forces, Detroit. 

Mc. HOWARD then expressed a hope that the gentleman 
would withdraw his objection. He merely recalled the atten- 
tion of the House to tie fact, that the protection of our frontier 
and the preservation of our neutral rejations, were now entire: 
ly thrown upon the military arm instead of the civil, and it was 
so, because there wasno existing law to meet the case, Mr. 
H's object was to pass a law that would bring the interposition 
of the civil Jawinto force. D 

The objection being withdrawn, 
taken up on its third reading. 

The bill, as it came from the Senate, was as follows: 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘ An actin addition to the act 
for the punishment ofcertain crimes against the United States, 
and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved twentieth 
April, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Be ttenneted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

hat the several collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and in- 

spectors of the customs, the marshalsand deputy marshals, of 
the United States, and every other person who may be specially 
empowered for the purp by the President of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively, authorized 
and required to seize every vessel or vehicle belonging te any 
citizen or citizensof the United States, and about to pass the 
frontier of the same, for any place within any foreign State or 
colony contermineus with the United States, when the circum- 
stances of the case shall render it probable that such vessel. or 
velucle is intended to be employed in carrying on hostilities 
against the citizens, subjects, or Property of any such conier- 
minous State or colony with whom the United States are at 
peace; or in giving aid and comfori to the persons carrying on 
such hostilitics, by conveying to their assistance men, aims, or 
munitions of war; and to detain every such vessel or vehicle, 
and all arins and munitions of war which may he found therein, 
until rhe owner cr owners thereof shall enter into bond to ‘the 
United Biates, s ith sufficient sureties, in double the value of the 
said vessel or vehicle, and of the arms and munitions of war 
found therein, that the said vessel or vehicle, and the said arms 
and munitions of war, shall not be employed by such owner or 
owners, nor by any other person, with his or (heir consent or 
knowledge, in carrying on or aiding such hostilities as above 
mentioned; or until the President of the United States shall 
dren the restoration of the vessel, vehicle, or property so 
seized. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several ok 
ficers and persons in the preceding section mentioned shall 
be, and they are hereby, also authorized and required (o seize 
all arms and munitions of war belonging to any Citizen or 
citizens of the United States, and about to be carried across 
the frontier of the United States, when the circumstances of 
the case shall render it probable thet the same are intended 
to be sent to any place within any foreign State or colony con- 
terminous with the United States, and with whom the United 
States are at peace, for the purpose of being. used iu carrying 
on hostilities against the citizens, subjects, or property of such 
conterminous state or colony; and to detain the arms and muni: 
tions of War so seized, until the owner or owners thereof shall 
enter inio bondto the United States, with sufficient sureties, in 
double the value of the said arms. and muni:ions of war, that the 
same shall not-be employed by such owner or owners, nor by 
any other person, with his or their consent or Knowledge, in car: 
rying on or.aiding such hostilities as above mentioned, or until 

ne President of the United States shall direct the restoration of 
the same: Provided, That nothing in this or the preceding 
section contained, shall be construed to extend to or interfere 
with any trade in arms or munitions of war, conducted in ves- 
sels by sea, with any foreign port or place whatsoever, which 
might have been lawfully carried on by citizene of the United 

States before the passage of this act, under the provisions of the 

act hereby amended, 

Sec 3. And ve it further enacted, That if any body ofarm- 
ed men, who have been actually engaged in carrying on hostili- 
ties against the citizens, subjects, or property ofany foreign state 
or colony, conterminous with the United States, and with whom 
they are at peace, shall come within the limits and jurisdiction 
of the United States, whilst such hostilities are pending, it shall 
be the duty of the several officers and persons hereinbefore 
mentioned, and they are hereby respeciively authorized and rer 
quired, to seize and take from any such body of armed mej, all 
weapous and arms brought by them withiu the United Siates, 
and to detain the same until the respective owners thereof shail 
enter into bond to the United States, with sufficient sureties, in 
double the value of the said weapons and arms, that the same 
shall not be emp’ayed by such owner or owners, nor by any 
other person, with his or their consent or knowledge, in carry- 
ing on or aiding such hestilities, as before mentioned; or wntil 
the President of the United States shall direct the restoration of 
the same. 5 

Sec. 4. Ana le it further enacted, Thatevery person appre- 
hended and committed for trial, for any offence against the act 
hereby amended, shall, when admitted to bail for kis appear: 
nace, give such additional security, as the judge admitting him 
to bail may r: quire, not to violate, nor to aid in violating, any of 
the provisions of the act hereby amended. 7 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the Pre 
sident of the United States shali have reason to believe that of 
fences have been, or ate likely to be, committed against the pro: 
visions of the act hereby amended, within any judicial district, 
3 irect: the judge, 
marshal, and district attomey, of sueh district, io attendat such 
place within the district, and for such time, as he may designate, 
for the purpose of the more speedy and convenient arrest and: 


the bill was accordingly 


examination of ‘persons’ charged’ with the violation:of-the act 
hereby amended; and it shall be the duty-of -every such judge, 
or other officer, when any such requisition shall be received b 
im; t0.atiend atthe piace; and for the. time’ therein designated. 
„ DEC. 6.. And be it further enacted, That, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, or such person as he may 
empower for that purpose, to employ such part of. the 
land or naval forces of the United States, or of .the -militia, as 
shall be. necessary .to prevent the violation, and to enforce 
the due execution, of this act and the act hereby amended.” 

The: Committee on Foreign Affairs had reported it back tothe 
House with the following proposed amendment: Insert, after the 
word “whatsoever,” near the end of the second section, the fol- 
lowing: ‘other than ports or places within such conterminous 
State or colony.” 

The question was on concurring in this amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD explained the principles.of the bill and the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which amendment he himself did not feel very solicitous about. 
When the Message of the President. was referred to the com. 
mittee, it took it up and examined the subject carefully, and 
went fuily intoan investigation of all. the various topics con- 
nected with our neutral relations with other Governments, 
The great object which the committee kept in view was to pro- 
vide the means of executing our duties towards other coun- 
tries, without interfering with what had in this country always 
been considered a legal and justifiable trade between the citizens 
of this and of a foreign country, and it was the consideration of 
this point which had caused much delay and difficulty in the 
committee, When two nations are engaged in war, the right of 
the merchants of this country to furnish either party with pro- 
visions and munitions, had always been claimed and exercised, 
and there was no disposition in the committee to infringe this 
right... The objectof the committee was to have this right re- 
main upon thesame footing on which it formerly stood; but at 
the same time our Government was bound to prevent our citi- 
zens from interfering in the affairs of a neighboring Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of stirring up insurrection—of keeping 
upa civil war. If this was permitted to be done, the war 
might be rolled back-upon us, and we would suffer for the in- 
discretion of a few of our citizens. 

There is now a danger of our neutrality being violated, and 


the whole protection of that neutrality was thrown upon the* 


military authority of the United States, and the officers who 
have charge of that duty are executing it under the act of Con- 
gress which this act proposes to anfind. A high military. ofi- 
cer now had charge of this delicate trust, and the object of this 
bill was to give the civil authority cognizance of the matter, or 
at least to bring itto the aid of the military power, which would 
make it much more effective. Wich this view this bill had been 
reported to the House, and he hoped it would be speedily acted 
upon. i 

Mr. HOLSEY must confess that he was not altogether satis- 
fied with the provisions of this bilt, He thaught we ought to 
pause before we made any fundamental alteration in those priu- 
ciples-in relation to our export trade, which had existed since 
the foundations ofour Government. THe considered that our 
citizens had a perfect right to carry où a trade with either of the 
belligerent parties in a neighboring Government, where a fo- 
reign war existed, without affecting the neutrality of the Go- 
vernment; and he would be sorry to see any restrictions im- 
posed upon this jnet and proper trade, such ashe feared dis bill 
wouldimpose. "The proper provision to make on this subject, 
would-be to prevent our citizens from interfering personally in 
a dispute in a neighboring Governmeng but this bill went far 
beyond that, and put it in the power of this Government, or the 
officers of the Government, to seize any vossols having on board 
arma, or any other things which it was supposed it was convey- 
ing into a neighboring: territory, forthe purpose of being used 
there for carryingon the war, For one, he was not disposed 
to go this far in placing it in the handy of the Government, or 
the oflicers of the Government, to uso this discretionary power 
to the prejudice of the citizen, or the seizure of the property of 
the citizen, Our-citizens, hetigintamed, had a perfect right to 
trade with either of the contending parties to a war which might 
be going on on tha continent of Europe, without compromitting 
the neutrality of the United States; and he would not now con- 
sent, by his vote, to have such restrictions as were proposed by 
this bill impoged on the citizens of this country. Tha framers 
of our Constitution had guardéd our export trade so that no ie- 
strictions should be imposed upon itin the shape ofa tax; and 
why should we in this manner Attempt to place restrictions 
upon it, in contravention of the spirit of the Constitution, if not 
of ihe letter oft, -Ie considered this bill ofa character calculu- 
ted to do great Injustice to the people of this country; and he 
called upon the House to pause and reflect, beforo it acted 


upon it. 

Tir. LOOMIS, of New York, had nsen reluctantly to propose 
an amendment to the bill under consideratuon, He would pro- 
pose a substitüte for the whole bill. ct al 

The CHAIR remarked that it was not at that time in order to 
propose an amendment, as that reported by the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs was now pending. K x 

Mr. LOOMIS said that he ‘should offer it when in order. fn 
the mean time, he would briefly aubmithis views upon the dill, 
as it stood before the House. He was notopponed te the princi- 
ple which seemed to lie.at the foundation of the bilt. One of the 
very highest duties of the Government was to prevent the un- 
lawful interference by our citizens with the quarrels of countries 
with whom the Government is at peace; and it was equally the 
duty of the citizens to refrain from such interference. In this 
principle, and in its general application, therefore, he fally 
agreed with the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
But he could not consent. to gò for the measure in the form in 
which it had been proposed by that gentleman. , 

Mr. Loomis reviewed the circumstances connected with the 
recent. disturbances upon the Canada frontier, and contended 
that they were ofa peculiar character. There was a long line 
of frontier, separating the two countries from cach other, yet 
placing so narrow a barrier between them as to render it im- 
possible that local disturbances breaking out on one side of 
that line should not. spread to the other. The inhabitants of 
the American side. were peculiarly sensitive on this point. 
Their native love of liberty, and deep-rooted hatred of tyranny, 
were inflamed; very naturally, whenever an appeal was made 
to those noble:printiples.”: Thus it happened that they were 
very. easily Jed to take adeep interest, if not an active part, in 
those. struggles.” Abstractedly taken, he would do nothing to 
check or to discourage that holy principle, or to extinguish the 
bright spark of liberty which burns in the heart of every true 
American citizen. Yet something, he must remember, was 


“to reach. What did it pro; 
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due to national right and national obligation; and for the pre- 
servation of these, too, he would do every thing possible; but 
he insisted upon it that that should be according to the well- 
established, principles of law. : 


He deemed the’ pill inefficient to answer the end it professes” 
to do? To give to United ~ 


States marshals, deputy marshals, and other officers, power. to 
seize, without process of Jaw or any other limitation than their 
owirindividual discretion, any vessel, or vehicle, suspected of 
being used for the purpose of bearing arms or munitions of 
war into the conterminous country, 10 aid in its civil contests, 
and to detain them until satisfactory surety should be given 
that they should not be used.. Suppose the officer in whorn 
this extraordinary power was vested, to have exercised his 
discretion, and, in excution of this power, to have seized the 
property of a citizen: what does the latter do? The bonds. are 
fixed; it may be assumed, fairly fixed; the surety is found, and 
the party proceeds on bis way over the line, inte the adjoining 
country, inthe very face and eyes of the officers of Govern- 
ment. Who is to prevent this? Nothing in this Jaw gives 
any power of prevention to any body. What becomes of the 
bond? It isin the hands of one of these officers; perhaps it may, 
by good fortune, have been put into the hands of a district 
attorney. How 18 he to know whether the obligation has been 
violated—the bund bioken? How is he to prove that these 
arms or munitions of war, or whatever else had been seized and 
given up upon the bond, have been used in the manner desig- 
nated? Does bis jurisdiction extend $p the only place where 
these facts can be ascertained— beyond the tine? 

There is another objection to the bill. It vests dangerous 
and anusual powers in the officers of Government. This fea- 
ture was one which stamped the bill as snconstitutional, and 
against the whole policy of our laws. It gives to the Execu- 
tive vast discretionary powers, unparalleled by any ever pro- 
posed before to be vested in that branch of the Government. 

the officer is not only empowered to seize, but to hold, the arti- 
cles designated. Whois to judge of their value? For it is 
upon an estimate of their value that the terms of the bond are 
to be predicated. The same individual who seizes them! 
And he may fix that value at nothing, so as to expedite the pas- 
sage of the person whose property has been seized out of the 
coantry; or he may maka it so exorbitant as to be oppressive, 
and to amount to a forleiture of the whole. What was to pre- 
veut any onc of these officers from stopping a citizen riding 
in his carriage upon that frontier—ay, in this very city! and 
saying, “I arrest this carriage as a vehicle contemplated by this 
bill?” The presumption is, that the ofticer will do but his sim- 
ple duty; but the law throws a strong temptation in the way 
of the officer to do otherwise. 

Bat this bill proposes not only a violation of private rights, 
bata gross violation of the Constitution, By it any officer 
may seizo the arms of another, at discretion; and this`in dero- 
gation of aright expressly guarantied to the citizen by the let- 
ter of the Constitution. 

again, the Constitution guaranties to the citizen perfect free- 
dom from arrest without due process of daw. {See the fourth 
amendment of the Conatitution.] And this bill proposes to 
vest arbitrary power in the hands of United States ofticers to 
violate this sacred right, also, Vor, are not the seizure and 
detaining of arms, and the holding them over to give bouds for 
thoir use, violations of the most manifest character of these 
rights, It could not be doubted. 

By this bill, moreover, there was no Jiability of the officer, in 
case of wrong seizure or detention, as in all acts upon the sta- 
tute book, in similar cases, 

The only true way, Mr. L. contended, to accomplish the ob- 
jects of tha, bil, was to pursue precisely the same mode as that 
taken in other cases; as iù that ofarrests of persons, with their 
instruments and imploments, suspected of intending to utter 
counterfeit money. ‘The presence of the instruments proves 
the intention, thongh the act is not proved, and the statute 
imposes the penalty accordingly. But here, in this bill, the 
presence of the arms or munitions of war, or whatever else 
may be seized, doea not prove an intention to commit a viola- 
tion of any law, nor is it made unlawful for the citizen to do 
that, for the imputed intention of doing which h» is held to 
give bonds, and to have his person and property seized and 
detained, The bill is thus wanting in the first great principle 
alali penal aeta, If the thing intended to be done be unlawiul, 
the act should declare it, with a proper penalty affixed. It 
should declare (in order to carry out the recommendation of 
the President of the United States in relation to this subject) 
that such use of arms was unlawful, and that the person de- 
tained had arms, etc. with intention to use them unlawfully, 
and the person, being arrested on that ground, would be arrested 
by a good legal process; and, whatis more important, there 
would then be impending over him the personal fear of seizure 
to deter him from taking the overt step. 

Mr. L. found still more to which to object in the third section 
ofthe bill. That section made it the duty of all those officers, 
designated in the first section, to seize the arms of any body of 
men who have been engaged ja aid of a country with whom 
this Government was upon friendly footing, He supposed a 
case, to illustrate the application of this section. Suppose, said 
he, a war should occur between England and another nation; a 
national ship of the latter should put into the port of New 
York; in that ship is a body of armed men. Gn the language of 
this act.) Suppose Russia to be at war with England, and this 
a Russian national vessel, this Government is certainly bound, 
by the laws of vations, to protect that vessel, and the rights of 
her owners, while upon neutral ground. Yet. this law would 
make it the duty of the custom-house officers of that port to 
seize that vessel, and to hold her and all on board, till bond 
sheuld be given in accordance with the requisitions of thethird 
section of the bill. 

The bill lacks the one great principle of all penal laws: the 
cause of the seizure of property which the bill proposes should 
be firet made a penal offence, before the seizure under it can he 
constitutional 

Mr. L. regretted to have felt himself obliged to occupy the 
time ofthe House upon this subject; buthe could not suffer a 
measure so important to pass without offering the views which 
he had expressed. E 

Mr. SHIELDS considered that it was impossible for the 
House to act upon this subject. advised to-day. He therefore 
moved to postpone the further consideration of the bii until 


: Tuesday next, and make it the special order of the day for that 


E 


lay. : 
Mr. FILLMORE believed. that this bill contained provisions 
which ought to be discussed deliberately. in éommittee, and not 


acted upon hastily. He therefore moved to commit the bill:to 
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‘the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and make 


it the special order of the day for Tuesday next ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped that the House would make no 
more special orders, as gentlemen must have seen the ‘bad of- 
fects of special orders heretofore, From the disposition mani 
fested, he expected this bill would be discussed pretty generally; 
and he should be sorry to seeit thrown in the way of the appro 
priation bills, by making it the special order for Tuesday... The 
public service was now suffering in almost every branch, for 
the want of the passage of those bills; and he anticipated from 
the rule, which prevented any now appropriation from going 
into the regular appropriation bills, that those bills would be 
passed with but little discussion, when they were once 


‘reached. 


Mr. FILLMORE modified his motion, so.as to commit the 
bill i the Committee of the Whole on thé state of the Union 
simply. : 

Mr HO WARD was at a loss to conceive why this bill could 
not undergo as free andas full a discussion in the House’ as in 
Committee of the Whole. Gent'emen could not complain, with 
any reason, that the bill had been hastily taken up, for two 
weeks ago he had given notice that he would call it up as soon 
as certain measures then pending should be disposed of 

Mr. SHIELDS withdrew his motion to postpone, and that of 
Mr. FILLMORE, to commit to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, then recurred, 

Mr. HOLSEY moved its recommitment to the Committee on 
Foreign Aff-irs, but the first motion took precedence. ` 

Mr WAITTLESEY, of Ohio, thought the bill should be dis- 
cussed fully, either in the House, orin Committee of the Whole. 
He was indifferent as to which, When, on another occasion 
the House had this subject brought before them, the suspended 
all other business, and attended exclusively to the discussion of 
this topic. Now there was more danger, he thought, of serious 
results, than before; and he verily, believed that, unlessit were 
speedily attended to, it would be impossible for this Govern- 
ment to keep out of a war with Great Britain another month. 
He had hoped that other business might have been attended to 
to-day, being one of the days usually devoted to private busi- ` 
ness; but he was so impressed with the superior importance of 
this subject, that he could not but hope that the House would 
determine to sit until the bill was. passed. (Cries of ‘Agreed! 
Agreed!” ] 

Mr. SMITH coincided in this opinion. . He held this measure, 
however, to be oncor the most odious, one of the most execra- 
ble propositions ever brought before the Congress of the United 
States to disarm its citizens; and he was ‘convincéd that, ih its 
present form, it would not pass, : aah 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to his colleague to withdraw 
his motion. : : te 

Mr. FILLMORE did so. ; 

Mr. SHLSLDS then moved to postpone the bill till Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said if that motion prevailed the bill 
would not be reached again for a month to come, and he thought 
it better for the diseuseion to progress to-day. 

Mr. HAYNES could not, for a moment, doubt that the mind 
of every member was made up upon all the important princi- 
ples embraced in this bill, He meant this remark to apply to 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. SwELDS,) 
for he hoped no member supposed he meant that they should 
vote upon a quearion of such consequence: without considering 
it Butit did appear to him that they were as ready to go into 
the consideration of it then as next Tuesday, ony other rea- ` 
sonable time they might wish to postpone it to. The necessity 
of adopting some measure for the preservation of the peace of 
the country must suggest itself toevery mind, and he, therefore, 
hoped the motion to postpone would be rejected. 

lr. McKIM said as he considered this a very important 
measure, he should ask for the yeasand nays ; but subsequently 
withdrew the call. 

Mr. HOLSEY wished the bill recommitted to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, with instructions so to amend it as alone 
lo provide against any interference by the citizens of the United 
States in a popular commotion for sedition against any foreign 
nation with which the United States may be at peace. 

The question to postpone was then taken, and disagreed to; 
and thatto concur in the amendment of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs then recurring, 

The CHAIR suggested that, if it was desired to discuss the 
bill, it would be better to take the vote thereon, one way or 
the other, as the amendment did not open the merits of the 
measure. ~ 

The House assented to the suggestion, took ihe question, and 
agreed tọ the amendment. R 

Mr. FILLMORE then went on to give his reasons at length 
against this bill, and was followed on the same side by Mr. 
SMITH of Maine. 

Mr LOOMIS then moved the following substitute for the 
whole bill, and went into a detailed explanation of its provisions 
as contrasted with the original bill: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert as follows: 


That no person, being a citizen or a resident of the United 
Siates, shall build, fit ow, purchase, or procure any vessel or 
vehicle, or purchase, procure, or collect any arms or.muni- 
tions of war, within the United States, with intent tò have the 
same taken out of the United States, to be used or employed in 
carrying on, or in aiding to carry on, hostitides against any 
foreign state or colony corterminous with the. United States, 
and with whichthe United States are at peace, oragainst the 
Government, the citizens, or property of any such colony or 
state. And every gerson so offending shall be deenred 
guilty ofa misdemeanor, and shall be fined not more than 
three thousand dollars, and imprisoned not exceeding three 
years. g pa 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, Whenever it shall be 
made to appear by proof, by oath, or affidavit stating the 
facts and cheumstances, satisfactory toany judge of any Uni- 
ted States court. or to “any special commissioner to be ap- 
pointed by. the President pursuant to this act, that there. is 
good cause to suspect that. any one er more persons, being a 
citizen or resident of the United States, has been guilty of a 
violation of the: preceding: section; the said judge or commis- 
sioner shall issue his warrant, directed to any . marshal, deputy 
marshal, collector, or Inspector of customs, requiring them to 


‘arrest such sugpected.person, and also-to seize all such ves- 


sels, vehicles, arms, or munitions of war, as shall belong. to 


| such suspected person, or be found in his possession, custody, 
-or control.. And. every such officer to whom sneh warrant. | 
shall he directed or delivered, shall thereby be vested with all 
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the powers necessary to execute the same which are by law 
vested inthe marshals of the United States for execution of 
any other process. 

Src. 3. And be it further ewacted, That the officer to whom 
such process shall be directed, and any other such ofie 
whose gid he may require, shall proceedto execute such war- | 
rant, and, in case he shall make an arrest thereon, or shall | 
seize any property thercon, or both, shall immediately make } 
return of such process, with his certificate of such execution H 
thereof, to the judge or commissioner who issued the same, | 
orto any other juige or commissioner residing near to the 
place of such execution. And any person so arrested may 
be let to bail in like mamher, and by such judge or cormmis- 
sioner, or other officer having authority, as in other cases of | 
criminal prosecution on behalf of the United States, afd for 
want of sufficient bail may be held underayvest or imprisoned, 
as in other cases. And, in case any seizure of property shail 
be made under such process, such officer shall forthwith make a 
truc inventory thereof,and cause the same to be appraised hy two . 
disinterested citizens, upon oath,to be selected and sworn by such 
officer, and shall returna copy of such inventory and appraise- 
ment tothe judge or commissioner who issued such warrant, 
and shall retain such property until the owner or owners thereof 
shall, with at least two sufficient sureties, enter into bonds to the 
United States, with a penalty of double the appraised value of 
such property, conditioned that such property, nor any part 
thereof, shall be taken cut of the United States, to be used for 
any of the purposes prohibited in the first section of this act, 
ox until the President of the United States shall direct the resto- 
ration of such property. ‘ 

Sac. 4. And be it further enacted, That the judge or com- 
missioner. who shall issue any warrant under the second sec- 
tion of this act, shall immediately notify the district attorney of 
the United States for the ‘district in which such warrant shall 
be issued, who shall thereupon take charge of the matter in be- 
half of the United States. 2 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That the President of the 
United States is hereby autherizcd to require the temporary 
attendance of any United States district judge at or near any 
frontier ia his disivict, and also to appoint so many special coni- 
missioners to execute the duties required by this ect, whenever 
circumstances render it probable thatany Violation of this act - 
may be attempted omsuch frontier ; and such special commis- 
sioners shall hold such office as Jong as such exigency shall ex- 
ist, or until notified by the President of the discontinuance of 
their commissions, And the several officers of whom duties 
are herein reqnired shall receive such reasonable compensa- 
tion for any such services as the President shall determine ; and 
the President may authorize rewards to be offered by any mar- 
shal of any ‘district of the United States, not exceeding two 
hundred and fifty dolars in any case, for information which: 
shall lead to the apprehension and conviction of any person 
who'shall violate the first section of this act. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. FLETCIIER of 
Massachusetts, m opposition to the bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR said it was obvious, that more time was re- 
quired for gentlemen to prepare themscives to discuss this 
bill, and he, therefore, moved a postpone its further considera- 
tion il Tuesday next, but subsequently withdrew it: 

Mr. HOWARD then replied to the objections of Mr. SMITH, 
and went into a full exposition of the provisions of the bill, 
and on examination of Mr. Loomis’s supplement, which he > 
contended to be more obnoxious to the objections urged against 
the bill than the bilt itself. | è 

Mr. HOLSEY admitted that the explanations of Mr. 
Howarp had removed many’ of his objections. He still had 
one to'a part of the proviso, and moved to strike therefrom the 
words “conductedin vessels by sea”? which would leave the 
trade equally open by Jand or sea, and he could perceive no 
good reason for the distinction. 

Mr, SHEPARD supported the bill, 3 

Mr. MASON of Ohio said it wasevident that it was not pos- 
sible that the question would be taken that evening, and he 
therefore moved an adjournment; but withdrew it at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. THOMPSON, who read the fourth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and said he wished the bill |} 
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary, in order to intro- 
duce some provision to protect the rights of the citizens under |! 
that clause. “Mr. T. then renewed the motion to adjourn, which 
prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 5 


IN. SENATE, 
Fripay, February 16; 1835. | 

The CHAIR communicated a repor fiom the Scoretary of the ji 
Treasury, transmitting a statement of all contracts made by the || 
Department for the year 1837 ; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

My. CRITTENDEN presented the petition o 
praying fora reduction in the price of the pubiic lands, and for 
the passage of a law granting pre-emption rights te actual set- 
uers: laid on the table, and ordered to be primed. 1 


Mr. LINN presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, praying a grant of land in aid of the iní- 
provement of Fox river: referred to the Committee on Roads 
aod Canals. 

On motion of Mr, TALLMADGE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to ji 
report to the Senate what amount has béeir received into the 
Treasury, orbs the agents of the Deparunent from the Ge i 
vernments of France and. Naples, on account of the indemni- 
ties dùe from these Governments, according to'the existing 
treaties between them and the United States, specif e 
sum received, whether in specie or otherwi 
from the places where received to the United States, thre 
what agents, at whatexpense, and what w gre the nett proceed 
each instalment, when converted into money of the United 
States. Also, in what manner the nett proceeds of each of 
these instalments have been paid over to the persons emile 
thereto, whether in spe.ie or notes of specie paying 
or otherwise, at what «i vand throush what agents. Al 
what settlements bas been made wish the Government of Fran 
respecting an arrearage of the four first instalments, claimed 
by our Government, and recently allowed by Chat of France, 
and how the same a well as the last instalment now dne from 
Frauce, is to be transferred to the Ugited States, through.what 
agents, and upon what terms. 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, , 
Resolved, That the Committe.on Public Lands be instructed 


171 individnats, 


RS TSE ASSESSES SASSI eee ed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing a land office at |} the 13th inst. to a member of the Senate, which was laid before 


Nachitoches, in’ the State of Louisana. 

The reports of the Committee on Pensions unfavorable to 
the petitions of Amasa Brown, Cephas Carpenter, and Rebecca 
llawley, were severally considered aud concurred in. i É 

Mr. ROANE, from the committee to which had heen 

referred the bill of the House of Representatives authorizing 
the agents and managers of the Washington Monument Society 
toerecta monument in memory of Grorez: WasHineton on the 
public mall, reported the same without amendment. 
. On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims wag discharged from the further consideration of the 
resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency of establish- 
ing in this District an institution for the education of the in- 
digent blind. a 


Ir. DAVIS, from the Comimittee on Commerce, reported- 


joint resolution, authorizing the State of Massachusetts to levy 
and collect a tonnage duty on-vessels entering the port of Bos- 
ton, forthe purposes therein specified ; which, by general con- 
sent, was read the first and second time, and considered as in 


Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third i 


reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of Noah Miller, of Lincoinsville, in the State of Maine; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 


} made an unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs of Wil- 


liam Bailey; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TIP'TON, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill to authorize a subscription 
on the part of the United States to the stock ofthe Jeffersonville 
and New Albany Canal Company. 

Mr. ROANG, from the Commiitee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to which had heen referred the memorial of the Navy Yard. 
Beneficial Association, reported a bill to incorporate the same; 
which was read, and ordered to a’second reading. 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 
passed: 

An act for the relief of Dar iel Steinrod. 

An act for the reliefofsundry citizens of Arkansas, who have 
lost their improvements in consequence of the treaty between 
the United States and the Chictaw Indians; and ` ° 

The bill making appropriations to complete certain military 
roads in Arkansas, 


The following bills were severally read the second time, and> 


considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading: . 5 

The bill for the relief of Jean de Mallet 

The bill forthe relief of William H. Roberts; Samuel H.. Gar- 
row, and J. W. Symington. 

The bilt from the House for the relief of Jesse E. Dow. 


The bill from the Mouse for the relief of the legal representa- ” 


tives of Jobn McCarty, deceased. 


The bill from the House for the reliefof John B. Perkins; and 


The bill from the House granting to the county of Kalamazoo, 
State of Michigan, a quarter section of Jand, on the terms and 
conditions therein mentioned. 

The Senate took up the bill to amend the act entitled an act 
for the appointment of commissioners for the adjustment of 
claims to reservations of Jand under the Choctaw treaty, re- 
turned from the House of Representatives with amendments; 


“and, 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, 
The amendments were concurred in. Eo 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. . 

Mr. TIPTON spoke at considerable length, in opposition to 
the bill, as move objectionable than a State bank system, and 
still Jess to be preferred to a National Bank. 

Mr. AY, of Kentacky, then rose, and said he wa 
to expr is views on this subject. but the state of his health 
was such atthis dme as to induce him 10 ask the Senate, if it 
was (oo early toadjourn, to suspend the proceedings on the bill 
for to-day, and pass to other busin 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Senaté wentinto an Executive 
ssion. After the doors of the Senate were again opened, 


nate on Tuesday morning, he found on his- desk a letter from 
one of the members from Maine, which he would now read: 

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY MORNING, Fb. “iR. 

Sm: A friend called at my room last evening, and informed 

me that it had been ascertained that an article in a New York 


` paper charging one or more members of Congress with same 


of corruption (for T have not seen the article) was a blow 
aimedatme Without stopping ta inquirein what motive the 
charge orginated, I feel it a duty I owe myself, as well as the 
Senate, to request that it cause an inquiry to be made into the 
matter by committee or otherwise; and may I ask the favor of 
you to sent the subject in such manner as you may deem fit 


and proper? Tam aware that neither our personal or political 


relations give me any claim on you for this service, and my 
apology in addressing this note to you is to be found in my de- 
e to avoid even ihe appearance of seeking immunity in the 
kindness of personal or political friendships. - 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

J, RUGGLES. 


Hon, DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Senate, United Slates. 
Having read the leter, Mr 
ceiving it he spoke to the w 


t immediately on re 
d his readii 


or carry on any 
of the suf y 
nthe usual form betore the Senate atthe 


request of 


te 
party interested; anil he desired to add, that ifthe Senate should 


the. 


be of opinion that a commitiee ought to be raised. he hoped it 
would nat place his name upan the Hist of its members, as jn- 
ensable engagements wonld occupy his attention ofseveral 
days to. come. ee 

“ Resolved, Tha'a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the snbject-matter of the letter of the Hon, Jony Rueczes, of 


. WEBSTER rose and said, that on coming into the Se- . 


. rate cepartmen 


the Senate this day”. 
TRis resolution. lies on the table; 


and will come üp át thé next sitting. 
The Senate then adjourned tó Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
3 SATURDAY, Eebruary 17th, 1838. 2o 

The SPEAKER lid before the Housé a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting to the House a statement of 
he contracts made. by the Department of War for. the year 
1837; which, rea i 2 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, was laid on the table and. or- 
dered to be printed. œ ` s E 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting two hundred and seventy-five copies of the Navy 
Register, for the year 1838; which, ; 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, was laid òn the table and or- 
dered to be printed. t aa ee 

After some conversation as to priority of business, on motion 
of Mr. HOWARD, the rules were suspended till one o’clock, 
to enable the committees to report. : 

: COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. i 

Or motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, this committee was dis- 
charged from.the furthér consideration of a communication 
from the Navy Department, in relation to some increased com- 
pensation to certain officers in the navy, and the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. : 

On motion of Mr. ©. the committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration of a commnnication from the same, 
in relation to increased compensation, of the clerks therein; 
which was referred also to. the Naval Committee. j 

On motion of Mr. C. the committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration ofa communication from the Depart- 
ment of War, relative to a pension agent jn the State of Alaba- 
ma, who had declined the agency; and the same was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

COMMERCE: 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, this committee was discharged 
from the further considerati n of a memorial from certain citi- 
“zens of Dover, praying for improvements in the river there, 
ana the same was referred to the Committee of Ways and 

eans. : , : 


“Mr. CASEY reported 


by the rules, for one day, 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
Senate bill, with sundry amendments, 


‘entitled an act to create the office of Surveyor of Public Lands in 


Wisconsin Territory. y 

Mr. YELL reporteda bill to authorize the Legislature of the 
State of Arkansas to sell the schoo} Jands of said State, and for 
other purposes. 9° 7 ” g 

Mr. Y. also reported a bilt- to establish the St. Francis Jand 
district in Arkansas. j , fs 

Mr. SHIELDS reported a bill-to grant an additional quantity 
of land to location of Revolutionary bounty Jand warrants. 

_Mr.. LINCOLN reported a bill for the relief of Solomon Stur- 
gis, assignee of Fraser. i; 

Also, a bill &irecting the Commissioner on Public Lands to 
ascertain the quantity and value of lands contained in S. 16, T. 
4,5. of R. 2 East, in Ohio, granted to Anthony Shane and Lewis 
Godfrey; which was ordered to a third reading on Monday 
next, i 


POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. i 

Mr. MONTGOMERY reported a joint resolution authorizing 
a subscription of 500 complete sets, of thirteen each, of Brown's 
maps of the United States. 

Mr. HOPKINS reported a biil for the reliefof Elisha Jack. 
son, of Virginia. 

an HALL reported a bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh 
an oO. ` z $ 
S ears JUDICIARY.) 5 
Mr. THOMAS reported Senate bill, with an amendment, en- 


‘titled an act to. prevent the abatement of suits ‘and actions now 


pending, to which the late Bank of the United States isa party, 
the consideration of which was postponed till Tuesday next. 
Mr. ‘Ff. also reported Senate bill. without amendment, to 
abolish the circuit conrt at Huntsville, in the State of Alabama, 
and for other purposes; which, on Mr. THOMAS'S motior, 


` Was ordered to a third reading, and then'read a third time, and 


passed, Š 7 

Mr. T. also reported a resolution directing the Committee on 
the Judiciary to inquire whether any, and, if any, what further 
legislation is required to insure the administration of justice in 
the cirenit court of Louisiana. . 

Mr. RICE GARLAND made some remarks in reference to 
the inconveniences now éxperienced by the people of Louisiana 
by the present mode. . k 

Mr. THOMAS said that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
not forme? and did not intënd to intimate an opinion as to the 
inconveniences alleged to have heen experienced by the people 
of Lonisiana under the present Cirenit Caurt system. The re. 
solution before the House has been reported ai the instance of 
the members from Louisiana. It was designed to give jurisdic. 
tion to the Judiciary Committee over the subject matter com- 
plained of, and the committee, if the resolutian be adopted, will 
be prepared ta hear and act upon any s stions that may be 
made from any qyaarter pertinent ta the tion. . 

Afera few words from Mr. MARTIN, the resolution was 
concurred in. j i 


v. REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. : 
Mr. SHEPPERD reported a bill. for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Tarleton Woodson, deceased. 
Mr. TALIA FERRO reported a bi for the reljef of the Tegal 
representatives of Captain Thomas Triplett. i 


si 7 PUBLIC EXPENDITURES., 

When this rommittee was caHed upen for reports, 

Mr. HALEY, the chairman, rose and said, that be was in 
stracted to inform the House, that the committee had had seve- 
ral meetings on the subject generally commitied. to them, ard 
found that there were six other standing ‘commitices, special- 
ly charged with the supervisionof the expenditures of sepa- 
is. In consequence-of this, the committee over 
honor to preside, did not deem it expedient 
er on their duties, or ratherosuch duties as might be 
to be commited te'them, until those special eom- 
ul reported, and then, if. they deemed it necessary, 
they would enter intoa reexamination ofsuch reports. Thisap- 
peared to be the only duty. they coald perform... 

g PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. k 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, the Committee of the Whole 

was discharged frou the further consideration of the bit for the 


yelief of James Mina, and the same was recommitted to the 

above standing committee. ; ae 

Mr. R. madoean unfavorable report on the petition of Henry 
M. Fleury. ; 

; AGRICULTURE. 

-Mr. DEBERRY reported a bill to encourage the introduction 
and promote the: cultivation of tropical plants in the United 
States. ‘ he 
: : MILITARY AFFAIRS. A 

Mr. MeKAY reported a bill to authorize the Secretary of War 
to purchase of the authorities of Key.West so much of the 
streets therein as intersected the grounds owned by the United 
States, 4 > . ` 

: » POREIGN AFFAIRS; . 

E Mr. HOWARD reported a bill for the reliéf of Alexander H. . 
verett. ` , 
Mr. H. also, reported a bill for the relief of Alexander Ham- 

mett. 

Mr. H. also reported a resolution to take from the files the 
bill. reported: in the last Congress, “fixing the compensation of 
public ministers and consuls general, and for other purposes,” 
and refer it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; which waa 
concurred in. =; 

Mr. II..also’made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Daniel Brent, : 

REVOLUTIONARY. PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a resolution to refer the “bill autho- 
rizing the Secretary of War to allow compensation to pension 
agents” tothe Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which was concurred in. $ 

Mr. M. also reporteda bill for the relief of Anne Rewalt. 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to Phebe Champe, 
widow of Sergeant John Champe of Ohio. 

Mr. CHILDS reported 'a bili for the relief of Capt, Allen. 

Mr. SIBLEY reported a bill’ for the relief of David Mellon. 

j INVALID PENSIONS, z 

Mr. HEROD reported a bill for the relief of Levi M. 
Roberts. . 2 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York reported a bill for the re- 
lief of David Rollins. . í 

Mi. WILLIAMS of Kentucky reported a hill for the relief of 
Elijah Blodgett. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the reliefof Aaron 
Tucker.. F 

Mr. A. also moved that the committee be diacharged from 
the further consideration of the resalution proposing to make 
provision for the old (Massachusetts) regiment of infantry. Mr. 
A. stated that the committee were of opinion that relief should 
be afforded, but the subject was one not within their jurisdic- 
tion. : 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, the subject 
was referred to a select committee of five. 

ROADS AND CANALS, . 

Mr. MERCER reported a resolution calling npon the Presi- 
dent of the United States for any information he might geom it 

proper to communicate, respecting the action of the Executive 
epartment, in relation to the resolution of the Senate of the 

30 of March, 1835, requixing the President of the United States 
to consider the expediency. of opening negotiations with other 
nations, and especially. the Government of Contrat America, for 
a ap canal across the Isthmus of Darien; which was concur- 
red ines a, . 

Mr. GRANT reported a resolution to print 3,000 extra copies 
of the report in favor of the construction of a ship canal around 
the falls of Niagara; which, under the rule, liea over. 

+ PUBLIO BUTLDINGS AND GROUNDS. , 
ir. LINCOLN reported a resolution, authorizing the House 
committee on this subject to confer with the corresponding Be- 
nate commmittec, on all matiers appertaining to their duties, or 
within their appropriate province: which was concurred in, 
NEUTRALITY BLE. | 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the neu- 
trality bill, published in a preceding colamn. 

The qitestion pending was on the substitute. proposed by Mr. 
LOOMIS, y 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the House, at considerable length on the subject of the bill 
generally. Ife was not opposed to the ohject which he doubted 
not tho. Committee on Foreign Affairs had in view in bringing 
this bil! before the Iouaz, but he had objections to many of the 

provisiongef the bill. By the first section of the bill, cortain 

Datel Seaton offivors are authorized to seize all yoasels aad 
vehicles which itis thought probable are about to cross the 
frontier, to be used in Gayrying on a war azainst the citizens or 
subjects ofa neighboring State. If, however, gentlemen would 
examine the language of the first section. of the bill in connec- 
tion with. thé provision of the following séction, they would find, 
if he was not greatly: mistaken, in it, that our citizens were only 
prevented from supplying arms and munitions of war to the 
parent State, while they were eft free-to supply the rebellions 
individuals who had taken up arms against the mother country. 
This was his construction of thetwovections, and if the com- 
mittee entectained differerit views, he. should like them to ex- 

alain. > ME get 

2 With regard ta the condition of things on our. southern bor- 
der, he shouldlike to know how the provisions of this bill would 
apply-there. He did not-apprehend that it would apply to 
Toxad at all, because it provided that the United States officers 

were only to act when vessels were about’ to tako arms iuto a 
neihhboring territory for the purpose of being used against the 
citizens or subjects ofsaid conterminous country. Then, with 
r egard to Tex the war which might be going on there being 
all on one side, Cae whole population of Texas being engaged 
against the authority of Mexico, he presumed the provisions of 
this bit would not apply so as to anthorize the seizure of any 
arms about to be taken into that territory by citizens of this 
country. Practically, then, by the provisions. of this biil, we 
would be prevented from fumishing arms to Mexico, while we 
would be permitted to furnish Texas.with all kinds of wuni- 
tiolis of war. This was the way he understood it, but the chair- - 
man'ofthe Committee on Foreign Affairs said he was mistaken. 

Mr. LEGARE said that, in his view ofthe matter, this-law, 
if it passed, would not apply to Texas, because it was recog- 
nised by óvr Government to be an independent Mate. — 

Mr. MASON supposed, then, that this law was not intended 
to apply atall.to our southwestern frontier. : 

Mr. LEGARE said he had merely alluded to the Government 
of Texas and tono-other portion of the southwestern frontier. 

Mr. MASON presimed there would be a great contrariety of 
opinion, in relation to this matter, im the House. He desired to 
ascertain what the practical application of this iaw would be 


` party, in case they chase to run the risk of contiscation. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


with regard to existing difficulties, and difficultes which might 
arise hereafter. pean 

Mr. HOWARD rose to explain. . He had, on yesterday, at- 
tempted to explain the difficulties which presented themselves 
to the committee, when this bill was beforethem. There were 
three gradations through which a nation mist pass before itean 
take its stand as an independent nation. He alluded. to a colo- 
nial government. The first step was revolt o1 insurrection: 
The next was civil war: that is, when dn insurrection has be- 
come of sufficient magnitude to entitle itto that appellation. 
And the third and last was, when-its independence was recog- 
nised by other Governments, 3 

Now the object ofthis bill was merely to apply ta the first of 
these cases. It was admitted to bea matter of great difficulty to 
proyide in a law in advance, any conditions on which ‘the 
Executive or Congress should undertake to say precisely when 
any people passed from the first to the second of these stages, 
There were certain cases where every body wouldadmit that a 


- people were in the first; and so with the second of these stages; 


but there might be great doubt asto the particular time when 
it passed from tho_one to the other. With regard to the pre- 
sent condition of things in Canada, no body would believe that 
acivil war was raging there. 

K was yet buta revolt, and there was no telling whether it 
would ever be any thing more. Then, as there was to be dis- 
cretionary power in relation to this matter placed somewhere, 
it was deemed by the committee most proper to leave this wilh 
the only constitutional power—the Executive power, The 
committee, therefore, introduced a provision to authorize the 
Executive to restore property which might be seized, on cer- 
tain contingencies; for, in case of civil war, our citizens have 
the right ta send arms, and this right they had always maintain- 
ed; but in the first case—that of revoli—they had not. He 
would answer the gentleman, then, by saying that it wouid 
be competent for the people of this country to avail themselves 
of their usual right of exporting arms and ammunition to a 

tis 

well known that thelaws of nations permitted this sort of 
trade to be carried on without involving the nations whose cì- 
tizens participate in itin a war. The citizens carried on the 
trade at the risk of having their property confiscated, ` 

Mr. MASON considered that these provisions ofthe bill were 
not calculated to effect the object which it ought to be the in- 
tention ofevery person desirous of preserving the neutrality of 
this Government. Great Britain and Mexico were now making 
Joud and serious complaints of the interference of our citizens 
in their aflairs, and it was the duty ofthe Government of the 
United States to restrain its citizens from intermeddling in the 
affairs of foreign Governments. Mr.M. proceeded at consider- 
able length to answer the arguments of the gentleman, in rela- 
tion to these provisions of the bill, and concluded by sending 
to the Clork’s table, certain amendments which he intended to 
submit to the first and second sections of the bill, when it 
would be in order todo so. 

Mr. HOWARD then sent to the Clerk’s table, and had read, 
two letters which be had received from the War Department; 
the one from General Brady, and the other from Governor Ma- 
son, setting forth the condition of things on the frontier, anit 
urging the passage of the bill under consideration. 

Mr. BYNUM addressed the House at some length in support 
of the bill, but in opposition to some of its provisions, He 
considered that onr citizens had rights in this matter which 
ought not to he infringed. Our people had a perfect right to 
trade with the people of Canada, of whatever party they might 
be, in the articles referred to in the bill, without the Government 
of Great Britain having any right to take exception to it. 
There was no treaty between us and Great Britain which would 
prevent our citizens from carrying on this trade, and it was 
expressly permitted by the laws of nations; therefore, he was 
opposed to interfering with it in this wise. He would go 
against our Governwent merfering in any way with the affairs 
of other Governments, but he woukl not co to place restrictions 
upon our people which the laws of uations did not require or 
demand. 

My. HOLSEY withdrew his motion to strike out a part of the 
proviso of the original hill, and gave notice of an amendment 
he should move when it was in order. ; 

Mr. EVERETT, also, gave notice of an amendment he de- 
signed to submit, and moved ita printing. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that all the amendments be printed. 

My. WHITPPLESEY of Ohio alsa*moved an amendment to 
strike out certain parts of the bil 

Mr. ADAMS also gave notice of certain amendments. 

Mr. LOOMIS subinitied a modification of his substitute, 

All the ameadinents were then ordered to be printed: the bill 
was laid aside, and sundry billa from the Senate were taken 
up, read twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees, ° 

On mation of Mr. LINCOLN, the bill in relation to the north. 
eastern haundary was ordered to be printed, and then, on mo- 
tion, 

"Phe House adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monna y, February 19, 1838. 

‘The business on regular order, under the new rule, being to 

call the States and Territories for resol ntions, 
NEUTRAL L Ss. 

Mr. HOWARD moved a suspension thereof, for the pur- 
pose of preceeding with the “Neutrality bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, as this was a very important 
question, he would ask for the veas and nays; which were 
ordered. and were-—yeas 93, nays 54. 

So the House refused to suspend the rule, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. y 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, and by general consent, the 
bub and various amendments were all recommitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BEATTY, cn leave, presented a number of petitions 
and memorials; which were appropriately referred. 

(The petitions presentet by Mr. R. were as follows: A peti. 
tion signed by a large number of citizens of Armstrong county, 
praying ior the establishment ofa post rouse therein mention- 
ed, Also, a remonstrance, signed by a very respectable nun- 
her of ciiizens of Batler county, agatust the annexation of 
Texas to thie Union.. Also. joint resolutions of thé Pennsylva- 
pia Legislature, in favor of a Macadamized road from some 
point on the National road to the town of Erie. Also, the pe- 
tition of a large number of the citizens of Western Pennay!va- 


‘pia, praying an appropriation to improve the Alleghany river 
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to Olean{Point, in the State.of Néw York. Also, a petition 
from Western Pennsylvania, in favor of an appropriation to 
Elkcreek Harbor, on Lake Erie.} 5 

Mr. CURTIS, in pursuance of notice heretofore given, re: 
ported a bill for the relief of certain debtors of the United 
States, and to repeal certain acts relating toereto; which was 
committed to the Committee on the Igdiciary. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee on the Post Office and Fost 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Saco to Alfred, in the State of Maine; by 
the way of Goodwin's Mills,in Lyman. a 

Oa motion of Mr. ANDERSON, AET 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Gardiner, in the State of Maine, through 
Windsor, Patricktown, Washington, Liberty, Appleton, Leas- 
mont and Belmont, to Belfast, and of discontinuing the parts of 
routes now existing between said points. k ` 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary beinstructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions of 
law “for the relief of certain insolvent debtors.of the United 
States,” passed on the 2d day of Marċh, 1831, to all cases of the 
denomination provided for in said act, that has arisen, er shall 


arise hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, ae 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the con- 
struction of the Military road, in the State of Maine, authorized 
by the joint resolution of Congress, approved March 2, 1829, or 
with such alterations and variations of the same as public in- 
terest and the security of the frontier may require. 

_ Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution, which, giv- 
ing rise to debate, lies over by the rule: 

Resolved, That the just claims of citizens of the United 

States upon the Government of the Mexican Republic for in- 
demnity for injuries upon their persons or property committed 
by officers‘or other persons subject to the jurisdiction: of the 
Mexican Confederation, ought not to be sacrificed or abandon- 
ed by the Government of the United States. 
_ Resolved, That the existing relations between the United 
States and the Mexican Republic cannet justify the United 
States, on any principle of international law, in resorting toany 
measar of hostility against the: Mexican Government or 
people. TR 

desolved, That in the present state of tie relations. between 
these United States and Mexico, nothing kas occurred which 
can justily the continued suspension of amicable negotiations 
between them. : : 

Resalved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to resume amicable negotiations with the Government 
of the Mexican Confederation. 

On motion of Mr. BORDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to mquire into the expediency of restoring the 
name of Benjamin Durfee, a soldier of the Revolutionary war, 
to the pension rolls; and that the Commissioner of Pensions 
ho requested to furnish the committee with the papers of said 
Durfee, now on file in his office, and upon which he wasatlowed 
a pension. 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of altering the law as tothe 
Jurisdiction of the courts of the-United States in cases where a 
corporation is a party. : i 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
to James Whidden, a Revolutionary soldier, ‘ 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, - 

Resolved, That the Secr ary of War lay before the House 
the papers in the case of Noel Parsons, a Revolutionary pen- 
sioner. 

Oa motion of Mr: LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to consider the expediency of revising and so amending the 
laws on the subject of the naturalization of foreigners, as to 
require a Jor erm of residence in the United States previous 
to their adm rights of American citizenship, and 
greater che ar against frauds in the meanaand 
proc of obfaining naturalization. 

Resolred, That the same committee be further instracted to 
consider the propriety and expediency of providing, by law. 
against the introduction into the United States of vagrants and 
paupers, deported from foreign countries, for whom no place of 
residence, and means of employment, and certain: support for 
‘a reasonable time after their arrival, have been previously 
prepared; and requiring that the owners and masters of vessela 
hy whom such persons shall he brought into the country, shall 
be held liable for their relief, if left in distress upon their being 
anded. 2 : 

On motion of Mr. INGHAY 

Resolved, That the Se 


j ry of War be directed to canse 
the survey and map of the harber and mouth of Connection 
river, made under the dire n of the Topographical Bureau 
i+ 1836, $ ne rommanjeared to this House; and that he cause the 
map to be reduced, if necessary. to prepare it for publicatie 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, © Ps PENANG: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of. the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House-- ` 

1, The amount of balances against aii banks which have been 
used as public depositories that is not secured, or will proba- 
bly be Jost ; adding thereto the estimated loss that hag occurred 
by taking on pablic account depreciated bank notes, 

The amount of balances against all kinds of collecting offi- 
which has not bees secured, or will probably be lost.” 
3. The amount of losses which have acerned through failures 
in payment of duty bands, F ” : 

On motion of Mr. HOLT, s 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
the clerks of the Post Office Depiariment the same per-centum 
npon their salaries that was allowed to the clerks of the oher 
Departments of the Goyernment by the appropriation act of 
the last session of the 24th Congress, 

Oa motion of Mr. HALEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerte be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an. appropriation relative to 
the completion of the custom-house and public grounds con- 
nected therewith, in New London, Connecticut, 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing John 
Rogers, of Connecticut, on the pension roll. , 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont x 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the‘ 


law of 1836 as to allow to widows of the first marriage the pèn- 
sions which their husbands were entitled to under the statute 
of 1882." . 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, N i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pensions 
to Simon Chase, Eli Plant, Ezra Spalding, and Sarah Chase, 
widow of Solomon Chase. 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requestedto com- 
miunicate to this House the report of the survey of the Allegha- 
ny river, made during the past season, under a resolution of 
this House, at the second session of the 24th Congress. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, Pao 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
he instructed to inquire into the-expediency of increasing the 
pension of Christopher Roff, of Delaware county, New York, 
a Revelutionary soldier. Sid $ 

On motion of Mr. DE GRAEF, ete 

Resolved, That the Committee en Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
Jaw of the 4th July, 1838, granting pensions to widows, as to 
embrace within its provisions those who have become widows 
subsequent to the 4th July, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, ates t 

Resolved, That the Committee on the, Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of purchasing as many Copies or 
volumes of “Scotus Tactics for Infantry, Light Infantry and 
Riflemen,” as may be necessary to supply, according to rank 
the militia officers in the States and Territories of the United 
States. : 

On motion ofMr. GRANT, - me 7 F 

Resolved, That the Committee on Militar Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of the xeneral Govern- 
ment repairing Fort Ontarip, in the village of Oswego, in the 
State of New York, and establishing a military post at said vil- 
lage. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following resolution, which, 
by the rule, lies over one day: 7 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public interest, to commu- 
nigate to this House any information possessed by him respect- 
ing the ‘capture and destruction of the stcamboat Caroline, at 
Schlosser, during the night of the £9th December last, and the 
murder of citizens of the United States on board, and all the 
particulars thereof, not heretofore communicated; and espe- 
cially to.inform the House whether said capture was autho- 
rized, commanded, or sanctioned, or has been avowed, by the 
British authorities or officers, orany of them; and also whether 
steps have been taken by him to obtain satisfaction from the 
Government of Great Britain on account of said outrage; and 
to communicate to the [House all correspondence or communi- 
cations relative thereto, which have passed between the Govern. 
mont of the United States, or any of the public authorities of 
either. : N 

Mr. LOOMIS submitted the following resolution; which, by 
the rule, lies over one day: g . 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General furnish to this House 
an estimate showing, as near as he can ascertain, J 

1. What proportion of the mails of the United States consists 
of free parcels estimated by weight. , 

» 2, What proportion consists of free parcels estimated by 
amount of postage: on parcels that pay postage, and accounting 
áll printed documents at pamphlet postage. 

3. What would: be. the proportion of the amouut of postage 
to be paid by the Government in case all free parcels were 
charged to Government at the same rate that printed parcels 


P, To how lowa rate the tariff of postage can be reduced, 
and sustain the Department, in case all ‘parcels conveyed in the 
mails were chargeable with postage. 

On motion of Mr. BROADHEAD, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency vi establish- 
ing a post route from the village of Ellenville, in the county of 
Ulster, by the way of Greenfield Southwick’s settlement, in said 
county, lo Wakeman’s settlement, Miller’s settlement, to the 
village of Monticello, in the county of Sullivan, in'the State of 
New York, a distance of twenty-six miles. 

On motion.of Mr. SPENCER, i , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
‘Ynstructed to inquire into the expediency of revising the pro- 
visions of the act entitled an act granting bounty lands, and ex- 
tra pay. to certain Canadian volunteers, approved the Sth 
March, 1816; and an act to amend said act, approved 3d March, 
1817. 

Mr. GRANT submitted the following resolution, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Bronson, who was confined to his room by indis- 
position, and it was adopted. E , 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
miutnicate to this House the following information, viz: 

1. How many volunteers and militia have been mustered 
into, or employed in, the service of the United States, withia 
the last six years, and the number of mounted men 

2. When, where, and for what purpose, such volunteers or 
militia were employed or mustered: into the service of the 
United States, and the lengih of time they continued in such 

vice. 
eg ‘The difference in the. expense, if any there has heen, be- 
tween the employment of such voluntects or militia, and the 
troops of the regular army ; and generally the estimated dif- 
ference of expense between the employment and maintenance 
of regular troops and militia or volunteers. 

On motion of Mr. GRAY, j k 

Resolved, That the Committee 0n Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of constructing a canal 
from:the North Brasch Canal, ín the State of Pennsylvania, to 
the Chemung.Canal, at Elmira, in the State of New York, or 
from said North Branch Canal to Owego or Binghampton; in 
said State.of New York, and that the report made by G, W. 
Hughes, ontfesame subject, be printed. eh 

{ ine ran in our next] 

On motion: of Mr. EVANS 3,000: éxtra copies] of the docu- 


‘he remainder of the resolutions will be givon 
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ment i relation to thé northeast boundary were ordered to be 

rinted: Lo 
p Mr. GRANT made an ineffectual attempt to call up the re- 
solution to print some extra copies of the report in relation to 
a canal round the Fallsof Niagara. 

On motion of Mr MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed.to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Hillsboro, in Orange county, North Caro- 
lina, by Daniel S. Lates’s Store, Mount Willing, and Col. John 
Stockart’s, to Ruck creek or Fogleman’s Post Office, in said 
county. N 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be requesied 
to report to this House whether any, and if any, what orders vr 
instructions have been given from his Department, by which 
the lands frontiag on bayous and: other water courses, which 
have been surveyed under the provisions of the second section 
ofthe act of the 24th May, 1824, have been declared not to be 
subject, under the provisions of the act of the 4th April, 1832, 
to subdivision or sale in smaller tracts than these into which 
they were originally surveyed, under the said acts of IS}1 and 
1824; and also whether any, and if any, what divisions have 
been made by his Department by which the benefits of the pre- 
emption privilege are given to all actual settlers by the last pro- 
viso tothe said act of 1832, have been withheld irom any per- 
son claiming the same in consequence of their settlements 
being made unge lands so surveyed under the acis of 1811 
and 1524. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, 

Resolved, That the Committee on. Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry at 

qreen Bay, and at Milwaukie, in Wisconsin Territory. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, of Floridaye * 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Territory 
of Florida to take the census, and to adopta Constitution, pre- 
paratory to an introduction into the Union. i 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, by consent, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire inte the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the survey of the waters and islands of the upper ports of Lake 
Erie, Detroit river, Lake St. C'air, the Flats at the mouth of 
St. Clair River, Saginaw Bay, ‘Thunder Bay islands, the Straits 
of Mackinac, the islands at the foot of Lake Michigan, the 
sraits and waters leading from Lade Huron to Lake Supe- 
rior, and other waters and islands of Green Bay. 

Also, into the expediency of making an appropriation for the 
erection of a light-house at or near Point aus Burques, at of 
near Presque Isle Harbor, or Manitaw Island, on Big Bgaver 
Island, at the mouth of Gallien River; of South Black River; of 
North Black River; of Muskegon River; of St. Marys River; of 
Clinton River; at Stoney Point; and at Point Detour. 
Also, a beacon-light at Mackinac, and at the artificial entrance 
ofthe River Raisin. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That tie Committee on Roads and Canals be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant of 
land to the State of Michigan to aid said State in the construc- 
tion of a ship canal around the Falls of St. Mary river, con- 
necting Lake Huron with Lake Superior. 

i On motion of Mr. YELL, for the State of Mississippi, by 
request: * 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed tu inquire into the expediency of removing the land office 
for the Augusta Land District, in the State of Mississippi, from 
the town of Augusta to the town of Paulding, in the county of 
Jasper, in the State of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. WARRISON of Missouri, 

Resolved, Vnat the Cominittce on Roads and Canals be ìn- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a mili- 
tary road from Jefferson Barracks, in the State of Missouri, to 
Fort Leavenworth, on the western frontier of said State. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estublish- 
ing the following post routes in the State of Arkansas, to wit: s 

From the mouth of Cache, on White river, via Pine Bluffs 
the county seat of Jefferson county, to Curaapabra, the county 
seat of Union county, 

Also, a post route from Little Rock, via Erwin’s settiement, 
to White county court-house, and thence to Litchfield, Jaekson 
county, thence to Powhatan, Lawrence county, and thence to 
Jackson. 

Also, a post route from Ozark, the county seat in Franklin 
county, to Sevierville, Madison county, and thence to Osage, 
Benton county. & 

Also, a post route from the mouth of Cache on White river 
to Searcy, the court-house of White county, and thence to 
Clinton, Van Buren county. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER of Missouri 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail route from Oseola, in Sinclair county, Missouri, 
to Sarcoxie, in Barry county, in said States thence to Fort 
Smith on the Arkansas river, Via Gowshin, Beaty’s prairie, 
Vine Yard, &c. Also, into the expediency of establishing a 
mail route from Springfield, Green county, Missouri, to Sar- 
coxie, in Barry county, in said State. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office anq Post 
Roads he instructed toinquireinto the expediency of establishing 
a mail route frem Independence, in Jackson county, Missouri, 
by the way of Willis H. Alexanders, the Low Jack, to the seat 
of justice of Johnsen county, in saic State. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims inquire into the 
expediency of releasing the securities of Il. H. B. Hays, latea 
postmaster at Claiborne, Alabama, from the payment of so 
much of a judgment obtained against them by the Post Office 
Department as accrued. in the way of penalty for he default 
of their principal, upon the payment of the debt and interest 
actually due from the postmaster. 

On metion ef Mr. LAWLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish.’ 
ing a mail route from Hickory. Level, in Taladega county, 
crossing Tallapoosa river at Alabama river, passing Abacoochee 
to the Canal Gold Mines, i. Alabama; and that the same com- 
mittee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of-allowing 
to Messrs. Jamison and Withamson, late mail contractors in 
Alibama, for extra seryiccs performed and: losses sustained by 


them, in consequence of the late war with the Creek Indiais, 
as will appear by pioòfsin the Post Office Department: > 

On motion of Mr, CASEY, ae sa KATUEI 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in: 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an-appro- | 
priation for a survey, with a view to the improvement of the 
following rivers in Hlinois, to wit: the Little Wabash river, the 
Embarrass river, and the Big Vermilion river, of thé Wabash. 

On motion of Sir. J. L. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, oe 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed, 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing Knoxville; on:the 
Holston river, State of Tennessee, as aport of entry. : 

_On motion of Mr. WEBSTER of Ohio, 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Greenville in Dark county, to “Troy, in. 
Miami county, Ohio. $ ; 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miliiary Affairs be in- 
structed. to inquire inte the expediency of increasing the pay-of 
volunteers when in the service of the United States; also, of 
granting a quantity of land, in proportion to rank, to each offi. 
cer and soldier who has served for twelve months during the’ 
present war with the Seminoie Indians in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Petersburg to Boonville, in the State of 
Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 3 a 

Resolved, That the Commitee of Ways and Means te in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 
sufficient to complete the Cumberland Road through Ohio, In- 
diana, and Ilinois, and to place the same under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, to be expended as that service may te- 

uire. ; 
a On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, 'Yhat the Committee on Public Lands, who are 
already instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
certain appropriatioss of said lands to officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia State line in the Revolutionary war, be, and the 
same are hercby, also instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending such appropriations to all other American officers, 
soldiers, seamen, and marines of that war, so as to equalize the 
bounty of each; and ifany reason for discriminating in favor of 
the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line exist, that the same 
be reported to this House. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
from Alexandria, by Minestown, on the Calcasieu River, to 
Jenkins’s and Droddy’s Ferry, on the Sabine, in ‘the State of 
Louisiana: also a route from Natchitoches, by Grand Cove, to 
Shreeveport or Coate’s Bluff, in said State. ' 

On motion of Mr. GOODE, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road from Greenville, Stark county, Ohio, (by the 
way of Jacksonville, Houston Post Office, and ‘Hatdin,) to Sid- 
ney, Sheiby county, Ohio. on 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law’ for the 
survey of a shoal on Sunken Island, near the Western Sister, 
and to the southward thereof, in Lake Brie, and for marking 
whe boundary of said shoal, on Sunken Island, “by suitable 

uoys. 

On motion of Mr. BWING, i 4 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roaus he instrucred to Inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishmng a maii route from Fairfax, Monroe county, via:Marys- 
ville, Sprivgvilie, and Fraz:er’s Store, Lawrence county, to 
Hamersly’s Mill, and thence to Mount’Pleasant, în Martin 
county, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee.on the Post. Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire inte the expadiency of establish- 
ing a post route from McConnelsville to Francis Trebelcack’s, 
thence to Peter Heith’s, and thence to Oliver Post Office, in 
Morgan county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. SHEPLOR, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
Ing a post route from Cadiz, in Harrison county, Ohio, by way 
of Leesburg, in Carroll county, Sandyville, in. Tuscarawas 
county, to Bethlehem, in Stork county, Obio. 

On motion of Mr. COFFIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of continuing to 
Elizabeth Kenton, widow of General Simon Kenton, deceased, 
the pension allowed to her husband by the act of 28th 
May, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
inguire into the expediency of releasing, in whole or in part, 
. Avery, A. P. Pritchard, and W. P, Taylor from the pay ment 


t of two promissory notes for the sum of $1,711 874 cents each, 


given by them to secure the payment of a judgment in favor of 
the U niied Siates against the Granville Alexandrian Society, 
obiained June term, 1822, in the District Court of the United 
States for the district of Ohio. 

On motion ot Mr. WHITE, 

Reaslved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta. 
blishing the flowing post routes in. the Sate of Indi- 
waa, Vig: From Rockville, via. Annapolis, West Union, West 
Port and Lodi to Eugene. From Fort Wayne, via Warsaw 
ard Plymouth, to Laporte. a 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish this Douse a statement, showing the quantity ofland 
Suid by the United States, either at pullic auction or by entry 
out of the lants ceded to this Government by the Shawnéé:Ino- 
dians, under the convention made at Waparghonetta on the 8th 
of August, 1831; and that said Secretary state to the House how 
much, if any thing, is due to. said tribe of Indians in virtue 
of the stipu ations. contained in the 7th article of said con- 
vention. ae oe S 

On motion of Mr, LEWIS, ee 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be te 
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} quested to furnish the House of Representatives copies of the 
+ follewing papers: 


1, A copy of a certain contract.made between Gen. Thomas 


, 3. Jesup, certain Creek Indian Chiefs and James C. Watson 
» and Co. 


2. Copies ofall letters addressed to, or transmitted from the 
War Department to any official, or other persons, concerning 
, said contract. 


3. Copies of the legal opinions of Messrs. Crawford and 


‘Balch, commissioners appoinied to investigate the frauds prac- 


| tised upon the Creeks, in the sale of eserves upen said 

` contracts, together with copies of the evidence before them, 
and arguments of counsel. 

. 4. A copy ofthe ratification of said contract by the Execu- 
; tive, and of any papers purporting to be the assent ef the 
Creek reservees to said contract of said Jesup, Creek Chiefs 

and said Watson and others. : 

5, Also a copy ofany other contract made for Creek reser 
vations by Chiefs of the Creek nation, purporting to be on the 
behalf of their people, since the month of August, (836, and on 
filein the War Department. 

On motion of Mr. DUNN, 

Resolved, 'Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish this House with all the information in his possession 
as to the manner of renewing the bonds given for duties, ander 
the act of last session entitled “An act to regulate the fees of 
district attorneys in certain cases;” by what oflicers the same 
have been renewed; what fees have been charged therefor; 
whether fees have or have not becu charged by district attor 
neys on bends which were renewed by tne respective colles- 
tors under the above act, and upon which no suit had been 
commenced, and what fees (ifany) have been so charged, and 
by what law or authority the same havebeen charged ; together 
with a copy ofall instructions given by the Secretary of the 
Treasury upon the subject to collectors, attorneys, or others, 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, Š 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
report to this House, 

ist. The nares, class, and number of vessels that have been 
built or selocted forthe Exploring Expedition. What number 
Gfany) have been selected or built that-have been abandoned: 
by whom selected or built, and the causes why they have been 
rejected, and upon whose recommendation. 

21. The number of officers and persons appointed to said ser, 
vice, with their names, rank, pay, dates of appointment, and 
the duties of those not ordinarily attached toa marine corps. 

3d. The amount already appropriated for said service, the 
amount expended, witha statement of what willbe the proba- 
ble amount yet required before sailing. The amount that will 
be required annually to support said expedition while wut. 

A A copy of the orders under which the squadron are to 
sail. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be diree’ed to lay be- 
fore this House a statement of the relative cost attending the en- 
listment, clothing, equipment, and maintenance, including the 
transportation for a given distance, of mounted men, ox caval- 
ry, and infantry, ia the service of the United siates. 

On motion of Mr. BLLMORK, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House, (as faras the same is practicable from 
official documents, and where they are deticient, from the most 
authentic sources of information in his power) statements ox- 
hibiting the annual value of the exports of cach State before 
and since the Declaration of Independence; showing what 
amount was of domestic, and what of foreign growth or man- 
ufacture; the annual value of imports into each State during 
the same period; the amount of duties chargeable each year on 
said imports, and. the amount actually collected; the amount 
ofsuch imports liable to duty, and what was duty free; the 
amount of drawbacks paid annually ineach State, and on what 
articles; and also what was the average of the rate of duttes in 
each of said years, 

On motion of Mr. RHETT, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy do report to this 
House, whether any survey has been made by order ef the 
Navy Department, of St. Helena bar, in the State of South 
Carolina, with a view of ascertaining whether any buoys, 
beacons, orlight-houses, are necessary for the safe navigation 
of that bar, and the places where they should be placed; and 
what will be the probable expense of the buoys, lights and 
beacons, recommended by the survey, if any has been made. 

On motion of Mr DENRY, the following was agreed to: 

Whereas, the great mass of both public and private business, 
demanding the atteftion of Congress for a few years past have 
far exceeded what could be reasonably attended to and passed 
upon, and at the present session itappears to have vastly in- 
creased, which renders it imperative that some yn should be 
employed with relation to a portion of that business atleast, 

. that more prompt and definite action may be had thereon: 

Whereas, the delay and expense atiending the present mole 
of settling and adjusting private claims, it is believed, can be ad- 
vantageously remedied by constituting a Board of Commission- 
ers for that purpose, consisting of three or five competent per- 
sons, whose duty it shall be to examine, adjudicate, and pass 
vpon al) private claims against the Government with the least 
possible delay; whose determination shall be final anid conclu. 
sive; and who shail be allowed a reasonable compensation for 
their services. Thereiore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims beinstructed to in- 
quire into the expediency. of establisaing by law a Board of 
Commissioners for. the adjustment and tinal settlement of all 
private claims against the Government. 

On motion of Mr. MeCKENNAN, A 

Resolved; That the Committee for the District of Columba 
be instructed. to inquire into the expediency of so altering or 
amending the existing Jaws, as more eifuctually to suppress 
garnbling and gambling houses within the District. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, 

Resolved, That the Committee for tac District of Columbia 
be instructed ‘to inquire into the expediency of receding, under 
proper’ restrictions. and reservations, with the consent of the 
people of this District, and of the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, the said District to the said Staics. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicaté.to this House copies of all papers on file in the War De 
partmont. concerning the title of the United States to Friends’ 
Ore Bank, near Harpers Ferry, iri Jefferson county, Virginia., 

On motion of Mr. LEGARE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of ordering a suivey of the bar of 
Charleston, and especially the northern channel. thereof, and 
making adequate appropriation for that purpose. : 

On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, 

-Resolved, Fhat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Lynchburg, Tennessee, via W, W. GUPS 
store, Eliza Flacks and Petersburg, to Connérsviile, Tennessee, 
as as to connect with the present mail route from Campbells- 
ville to Connersville. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That document No, 34; now on the files of this 
House, be referred to the Committee of Claims, and that said 
committee inquire into the expediency of paying the company 
of Tennessee volunteers therein -mentioned, and such other 
company or companies of infautry or mounted Tennessee 
volunteers, as organized and equipped themselves for. the 
Creck. and Florida campaigns in the year 1836, but who were 
not mustered into the service. 

Oa motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That tne Committee oa Public Lands inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law that, hereafter, the officers 
who may be engaged in selling the public lands shall not be 
engaged, either directly or indirectly, in the sale or purchase 
thereof, during their continuance? in office. 5 

Mr. RULETT submitted the following joint resolution, which 
was read twive, and lies over under the rule: i 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congressetssembled, two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring, That the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution be proposed to the Legislatures.of the 
several States, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
poses, as part of the Constitution, to wit : 

No person who shall have been elected President of the 
United States shall be again cligible to that office. 

Mr. McK AY submitted the following resolution ; and debate 
arising thereon, it laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 
inquire into the manner in which the public printing of Con- 
gress and the Executive Departments has been executed ; 
whether it has been done conformable to law; whether any, 
and what change can be made for the promotion of the public 
good, and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr, HOPKINS submitted the following resolution, and de- 
bate arising, it was laid over under the rule, 

Resolved, Thataselect committee, consisting of five members, 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to make a faithful and com- 
prehensive investigation into all such abuses as may exist in the 
administration of the legisladve branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment, with a view to the speedy correction of the sune by the 
adoption of sucha system of reform and retrenchment in the 
contingent expenses thereof, as the public good may require; 
and that the said committee be instructed, also, to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by Jaw, the Govermment from the 
public press, by prohibiting, in future, every officer thereof, in 
his officiat capacity, from employing any conductor of a politi- 
cal journal to exccuteany portion of the public printing, 

Mr. PATTON subnutted the following resolutions, which, 
giving rise to debate, lieover under the rule: y 

1, ddesolved, That the power of removing executive officers 
is vested in the President of the United States. 

2, Resolved, That this power was conferred to evable the 
Exovutive “to take care that the laws are faithfully executed,” 
and cannot be exercised arbitrarily or capriciously, without an 
abuse of power, tyrannicatin its operation, corrupting in its 
tendency, and convorting a remedy sor unworthiness and mis- 
conduct into a terrible engine of executive power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the Executive Depart- 
ment has increased to an alarming extent, and ought to be ro- 
stricted and diminished so fay as is compatible with a safe and 
faithful execution of the laws, 

4. Resolved, That iris the right of the Representatives of 
the people to examine into all abuses and usurpations which 
may be apprehended to exist in any of the Executive Depart- 
ments, in order that they may be corrected and prevented, if 
possible, by legislation; and in flagrantand wanton Cases, ex- 
posed and punished. 

5. Resolved, That the power of appointment and removal 
from office, vested in the Executive, may be greatly abused, 
and its exercise ought, therefore, to be watched and strictly 
guarded, so as, if possible, “ro prevent the power and patronage 
of the isxecuive from being brought into conflict with the 
freedom and purity of elections.?? 

6. Resolved, That the Representatives of the people in this 
House have aright to inquire into the causes for which any 
executive officer has been vised from oflice by the Execu- 

tive, 

7. Resolved, That, in proseculing such inquiry, the House 
of Representatives has a right to call for and have furnished to 
it all official documents, papers, and letters, relating to the 
removal of such officer, Which may be on file among the records 
of any of the executive departments, 

8. Resolved, That 2 select covmittee of | members be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire whether any 
“honest, capable, and faithful? officers have been dismissed 
from office, not on grounds of error, negligence, incapacity, 


“misconduct, or unfliness; and, also, to consider and report 


whether any and what restrictions can be imposed by law upon 
Executive patronage, so as more effeciually to guard against 
abuse and corrnption in the exercise of the power of removal 
from and appointment to office. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Hesolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of paying to Col. Joseph 
Brown the balance claimed by bim_ to bedne, for the property 
lost in the Seminole campaign, by the following persons to wit: 
Hugh MeBride, John Lupell, Jacob Eilison, Hugh Long, 
David Ridge, John Stephens, James Saylor, Isaac Patterson, and 
Samuel Walker, and vansferred by them to the said Joseph 
Brown, and now en the fies of the House. 

Qn motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensicns 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of allowing to the 
several persons provided for in the act of 7th June, 1832, alow- 
ing pensions to certain officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 
a pension for six months service, if his name shall be found up” 
on the rolis of those who served in said war, without any other 
evidence of service. 


And that said committees be instructed also to inquire into thè ` 


expediency of allowing to all widows of said persons pensions, 
whose intermarriage took place previous to the ratification of 
the definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain, negotiated 
at Paris, and concluded on the third of September, 1788. ` 

And said committee be instructed further to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing said widows to establish the fact 
of such mtermarriage, by such proofas would be admissible in 
the prosecution of acivil rightin a court of commen law juris- 
diction. ` 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, F 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of having the chart of the survey of the harbor 
of Havre de Grace, at the mouth of the Susquehanna, which 
accompanied the report of Mr. Hughes, made to the 24th Con- 
gress, lithographed. 

On motica of Mr. KLINGENSMITYY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post. Office. and Post 
Reads be and are hereby directed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a mail route from Blairsville, Pennsylvania, via 
New Alexandria, Greensburg, and Mount Pleasant, to Union 
Town, Pennsylvania: also a mail route from New Alexandria, . 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, via New Derry, to Johns- 
town, Cambria county, Pennsylvania: also a mail route from 
Greensburg, Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, via Mur- 
raysville, to Logan’s Ferry, on the Alleghany river; thence, by 
way of Ater’s Store, to North Washington; thence, by way of 
McInvain’s Store and Congruity Meeting, in Salem township, 
to Greensburg; also a mail route from Skelocta, Indiana cone 
ty, Pennsylvania, via Warren, Armstrong county, North 
Washington, Westmoreland county, to Pittsbnrg, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Marion court-house, in the State of South 
Carolina, to Allen’s Bridge, on Little Pedee; thence by Hallus- 
ville and Clio to Bennittsville, in ihe same State. Also, from 
Kingstree, by Murrays and Lunds’ Ferry, on the Santee river, 
to Georgetown, in South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr, CRAIG, 2 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pest Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inga mail route from Floyd Court-house to Comping Spring 
Post Office, in the county of Grayson, in the State of Virginia. 

On metion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail.route from the mainland, in Hyde county, North’'Ca.- 
rolina, tosome point on Chickawacomico banks, insaid county. 

On motion of Mr, SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing additional 
public buildings to be erected at the military post at Newport, 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Chambersburg, in the counly of Bedford, 
to the Big Lick, in the county of Botetourt, in the State of Vir- 

inia. 

; On motion of Mr, STONE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Kingston, in Roane county, Tennessee, 
via Ten Miles, Decatur, Kincannon’s Ferry, on the Hiwassee 
river, to Ross’s Landing, Tennessee, thence via Landrey, down 
to Jacksonville, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. DENNIS, 

Zesolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Princess Ann to Ford and Wister’s store, 
in Somerset county, Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAPERRO, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, addressed to the Senators and 
Representatives of that Commonwealth in the Congress of the 
United States, and herewith presented to the House, be referred 
tothe same Committee of the Whole to which bill No. 546 
we committed, and also to the Committee on Revoluitionary 

laims. : 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

Pesolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road directly from Statesville, in Iredell county, to 
Mount Airy, in Surry county, North Carolina, 

On motion of Mr. CHARLES SHEPARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be ir- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the purpgse of removing the obstruction inthe mouth 
of the Scuppeway river, North Carolina, 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the representatives of 
William Loman, of Davideon county, North Carolina, the 
amount of pension due the said William Loman from the time 
ic was suspended in the year 1821, untilhe was again placed on 
the roll in 1834, upon the same declaration and proof. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee.on Revolutionary Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
to Susannah Roe, widow of John Roe, late a pensioner of the 
United States from the State of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr, CHAMBERS, : 

2esolved, Thatihe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route agreeably to the prayer of the petition of W. 
G. Lee and others, (addressed to.the Postmaster General, which 
accompanics this resolution.) n 

Mr. ROBERTSON submitted the following resolutions; and 
debate arising thereon, they were laid on the teble one day un- 
der the rule: 

1. Resolved, That Congress possesses no power under the 
Constitution to establish a National Bank. 

2. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by Jaw forthe 
due collection and administration of the public revenue. 

3. Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
foregoing resolutions, the Committee of Ways and Means be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to report, with ail convenient 
despatch, a biil, as faras practicable diminishing the power 
and patronage of the Executive Department, and asserting the 
proper authority and caution of Congress in reference to the 
collection, custody, and disbursement of the revenue, avoiding 
all connection, pecuniary and political, between the Govern. 
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ment and the banking insuituiions, and especially prohibiting 


the latter from using such public deposites as may be made’ 


therein, directly or indirectly, as the basis of discounis or other. 
wise, for their own benefit, and preventing in future the ac- 
cumulation of, or, where that cannat be effected, providing for, 
the speedy reduction of any surplus in the Treasury beyond 
its reagonable wants. ` 

. Mr. BELL gave notice of hisintention to ask leave, when in 
order, to move for leave to introduce a bill 1o secure the free 
dom of election; which was ontered on the journal, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the same joint resolution, 
which he laid on the table, on the 2d of January last, to amend 
the Constitution of the United Sates, which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, by leave, moved the fol- 
owing: 

Resolved, That at the commencement of the first session 
of every Congress of the United Saws, every person claim- 
ing a seat in the House of Representatives shall, before taking 
his seat, furnish the Clerk of the House the credentials auhen. 
ticating his electuva asa member of the Honse; and in calling 
over the rollof members appearing to take their seats, the 
Clerk of the preceding House shall not ineinde in the eal any 
person who appears withont producing his credential, 

Debate arismg on the said resolution, it was Jaf on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on tho Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency: of establigh. 
ing a mail route between Gayandutte, in Virginia, and Cincin- 
nati, in Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Oiee and Past 
Roads be insiructed to inquire into the expedieuey of establish: 
ing a mail route from Sumpterville, in the State of South Caro. 
lina, to Plowden’s mil! and Brewington, in the sawe State. 

On motion of Mr. MASON of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office and Post 
Roeds be instructed to inquire into expediency of establishing a 
post route between Winchester and Parkersburg in Vicginia, 
by the Northwestern turnpike road, 

On motion of Mr, MORGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee ou the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire info the expedieney ofestablish- 
ing a post route trom Morgantown, is} onongalia ewunty, Vir 
ginia, via Dent's mills, aud David Samler’s to Rivesville; also, a 
route from Smytifeld. on the Cumberland road, in Pennayl- 
vania, via Brandonville, Kingwood, and Evansville, m Preston 
county, to Morgautown, in Monongalia cony, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. CLEVELAND, 

Resolved, That the Cuminites on the Post Olice and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the exp iency of establish. 
Ing a mail route from Carnesville, via Jeferson, to Lawrence- 
ville, in Gwinmette county » a route trom Rome, in Moyd 
county, Georgia, via Gay He, Lynchburg, Van Buren, War- 
renton, to Summerville, in Alabama ; also, a route from Camp- 
bolton, in Campbell county, via Barot Hickory, in Paulding 
county, Parkers Cross Roads, 1o Cassville, in Cass county, 
Georgia; 

By Mr. DROMGOOLE: 
RESOLUTION proposing aa amendment to the Constitution 
Of the United States in relation to the eleetion of President. 

Resolved by the Senate and House af Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, QW- 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) ‘Bhat the following amend. 
Ment to the Constitution of the 2d States be proposed to the 
Legislatures of the several $ ich, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of thr u valid to all 
intentsand purposes as part of the C 

‘The electors shail meetin their respective States, on such 
day as Congress shall determine, and vote for President and 
Vice President, in the manner preseribed by the twelfth article 
of amendments to the Constitution. Ja addition to the lists re- 
quired by the said twelth article of amendments, the electors 
shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, 
and of the number of votes for each; which lists they shall sign 
and certify, and transinit, sealed, to the seat of Government of 
the United States, directed to the President of the United States, 
or, if there is no President, to the person excercising the powers 
ofsaidoftice, within © days, to be opened and examined hy 
him. Jf itshatl appear, upon examination, that no person har 
recived a majority of the votes of the electors appointed, the 
President of the United States, or the person exercising the 
powers of said office, shall forthwith, by proclamation and by 
notifications. to the Exectitives ofeach State, publish the nun- 

. betof votes given to each person as President. Whereupon, 
the said electors, or such others as may be appointed in their 
stead by each or any of the States, in such manneras the Le- 
gislature thereof may direct, shill meet on such day succeed- 
ing the first meeting as Cong. Hall determine, and vote for 
one of the two person the highest numbers on the lists 
of those voted for as President at the said first meeting. Or if 
it should happen that more than two persons shall have receiv 
ed ‘the highest, and aiso equal, numbers of votes, the said elec- 
tors shall vote for one of them aa President. Or if it should 
happen that one person shall have received the highest num- 
ber, and uot a majority of the whole number of votes, and ewo 
or more persons shall have received the next highest, and also 
equal, numbers of votes, the said electors shall vore either for 
the person having the highest number, or for one of those hav- 
ing the next highest number of vois as President. i 

“The electors at the said second meeting, should it take 
place, shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as Pre- 
sident, and of the number of vores for each; which lists they 
shall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of Go- 
vernment of the United States, directed to the President of the 
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, open al} the certifi- 
cates, and the votes given by the elect at their first meeting 
shall bs counted, and also the votes given by the clectors at 
their second meeting, should such second meeting have taken 
place; if it shall appear that any person has been duly eleated 
President of the United States, according to the Constitution, 
by the electors at their first meeiing, suvh person shall be the 
President; if not, and it shall appear that any person shall have 
received the greatest number, and aiso a majority, of the votes 
of the electors at their second meeting, such person shall be het 
President; but if it shall happen that no person. is duly elected 
President of the United States, either at the first or second 
meetitig of the electors, then the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives shall immediately, by ballot, each member of both 


Houses giving one vote, proceed to elect a. President of the 
United States fromthe persons duly voted forat the. second 
meeting Of the electors. - The- said joint meeting shall consist 
of at feast a majority of the members of each. House, anda ma- 
jority of the votes of all me members present at the said joint 
meeting shall be necessary to a choles of the President of the 
United States, Butifno person shal} receive such majority on 
the first, or on a second, baliot, then a plurality of the said votes 
shall decide the election.” 

The resolution was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the siate of thè Union, < ¢ z 

Qna mation of Mr, GRAHAM of. Tatiana 

Resolved, That the memorial and resolutions of the General 
Assembly ot Indiana, asking Congress to authorize. the said 
State to purchase, at the minimum price of Government lands, 
all the lands lately purchased from the Miami Indjana in k said 
State, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and that 


the memorial and joint resolutions be printed 
‘The onse adjourned. 


eee 
IN SENATE, 
Moxnay, February 19, 1888.-~ Continued. 

Mr. BUGHANAN presented the resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, as follows: A 
RESOLUTIONS FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE 

$ SUB-TREASURY BILL. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assemh y 
met, That our Representatives in Congress bè requested, and 
our Senators instructed, to vate and ase their influence far a 
Postponement, until the next session of Congress, of the act in- 
troduced by the Hun. Silas Wright, of New York, commonly 
called the Sub-Treasury bill, or any other act or acts of a simi- 
dar character, and that they vote at this session for no act at a 
similar nature; and that we bave fall coptidence in Martin Van 
Buren, and in the wisdom ani intelligence of our Demoarauc 
Senators and Representatives in Congress; and our Seoators are 
hereby further instructed, and our members requested, 10 voto 
for such a mode of reoviving, keeping, and disbursing the pub- 
he moneys, as will soparate, as far as practicable, the banks 
from the Government. t 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy 
of the above resolution to our Senators and Representatives in 


Congress. 
LEWIS DEWART, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. R. BURDEN, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved, the {6th day of February, 1838. 
JOS RITNER. 
Orvice OF THB SECRETARY ov tie COMMONWEALTH, 
Harrisburg, February 16, 1833. 
This is to certify that the above is a wue copy of the original 


resoludens on file in this ofice. . 
THO. H. BURROWES, 


Srerelary of the Commonwealth. 
Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: $ 

Mr. Parsipenr: I rise to present to the Senate a 
resolution of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
which I received from Governor Ritner on yester- 
day afternoon, requesting their Representatives 
in Congress, and instructing their Senators, ‘to 
vote and use their influence for a postponement, 
until the next session of Congress, of the actintro- 
duced by the Hon. Sias Waricnr, of New York, 
commonly called the Sub-Treasury bill, or any 
other act or acts of a similar character; and that 
they vote at this session fof no act of: a.similar na- 
ture.” The Legislature also, by the same resolu- 
tion, declared that they “have full confidence in 
Martin Van Buren, and in the wisdom and intellj- 
gence of their Democratic Senators and Repregen- 
latives in Congress ;” and further instruct and re- 
quest their Senators and Representatives “ to vote 
for such a mode of receiving, keeping, and disburs- 
ing the public moneys, as will separate, as far as 
practicable, the banks from the Government.” 

I feel confident that the Senate will pardon me, 
considering the peculiar position in which I am 
placed, for making a few remarks in explanation 
of the course which | intend to pursue under this 
resolution. Itis well known, both to the Senate 
and to the couatry, that at the last session of Con- 
gress, I presented my views in delail in favor of a 
separation of the Treasury from all banks, as fiscal 
agents of the Government. My opinion upon this 
subject remains unchanged: nay, it has been con- 
firmed by. subsequent events and subsequent reflec- 
tion. After a carcful examination of the bill re- 
ported by the Senator {rom New York, as it has 
been since amended, I think, in the main, it is well 
calculated to carry into. practice this. principle of 
separation. Whilst it increases Executive patton- 
age to a very smali extent, and-no more than isab- 
solutely necessary to carry into effect its principles, 
it confers no power whatever upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury over the public money, except that 
which he has exercised ever since the origin of the 
present Government: and a přovision of the bill, 
which has never existed heretofore, renders it im- 


possible that the ordinary Treasury drafts -which 
are delivered to the public creditors should ever be 
used ascurrency. “With some furtheramendments, 


which I-need not now specify, but which I had in- 
tended. to move, on a proper occasion, ‘I should 
have given.a cheerful support to. this bill. Bat I 
am instructed: and it remains for me to decide what 
course I ought to pursue, under this change of cir- 
cumstances. ae poe oe 
Ever since I was capable of forming: an opinion 
upon this subject, T have: believed that the Legisla- 
tures of the several States had .a right. to. instruct 
their Senators. In my. opinion; this right results 
from the very nature of our Constitution, which is- 
a Federal compact between ‘distinct and sovereign 
States. ` It has ever been considered, wiih but ‘few 
exceptions, ‘a: fundamental article in the political 


. creed of that party to which I am proud to belong. 


I have, in public and in private, in the face of the 
Senate and before the country, often: expressed this 
opinion; and I shall never preach one doctrine of 
political faith, and practice another. I shall never 
sbrink from what I conceive to be. my duty, be- 
cause, in performing it, I may apply the torture to 
myself. ; . 
` I know that some of my most valued friends in 
Pennsylvania, who hold the right of instruction to 
be sacred, are of opinion, that, nnder the peculiar 
circumstances of this case, I ought tó disobey these 
instructions. But do they not perceive that if the 
Senator can look behind his instructions, the right 
is at once abandoned? Under the pretext, or, if 
you please, under the honest belief, that they do 
not’ speak the voice of the people, or that they 
have been corruptly or improperly obtained, a 
Senator could always justify himself. to himself 
for disobedience. I shall, therefore, not disobey my 
instructions. My only alternative, then, is’ either 
to obey or to resign. Sey 

Upon questions of mere expediency, in which no 
constitutional principles. are involved, it ought to 
he a very strong case to induce the Senator to 
abandon his post. If every difference of opinion 
between the Senator and his Legislature should 
produce this effect, the right of instruction itself 
would soon grow into disrepute, and the Senatorial 
term of six years, as fixed by the Constitution, 
would terminate whenever such a conflict of opi- 
nion should arise. ; 

I can conceive of extreme cases in which, on 


. questions of mere expediency, an ‘honorable man 


might feel himself disgraced in even becoming the 
agent ta give the vote of his State. No person, of 
any party with whom I. have conversed, considers 
the present to be such.a.case; and I am confirmed 
in my own opinion upon this subject by the exam- 
pie of the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. Grunpy.) 
I shall, therefore, obey my instructions “nestly 
and in good faith; and, like him, on every question 
of proposed amendments, shall give such a vole as 
a fair and honorable opponent of the bill ought, in 
my judgment, to give. 

It is scarcely, necessary to add that, as I am not 


‘instructed to support the substitute for: the bill, of- 


fered by the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) I 
shall exercise my own opinion, and vote against its 
adoption. : i 
_T shall take leave to express my high gratifica- 
tion at one clause contained in the resolution of in- 
struction. The Legislature of Pennsylvania have 
shown to the world that they justly. appreciate the 
merits of the statesman whom the people of the 
United States have placed at the head of the Go- 
vernmeut, by declaring “ their full confidence in 
Marvin Van Buren.” Such a well-deserved tri- 
bute to superior merit might be considered as the 
incense of flattery, had it been offered by his politi- 
cal friends. The reverse is the case upon -the pre- 
sent occasion. The resolution containing this ex- 
pression of confidence, on. its final passage, re- 
ceived the vote of every Opposition member of the 
House of Representatives, and, Tam informed, of 
the Senate, whether Whig or Antimason, and was 
approved by Joseph Ritner, Governor. Thus, even 
his very enemies are made to praise him. I ought 
to say that I have not yet received any statement of 
the votes of the individual Senators. ` 

A compliment equally well deserved is paid by 
the resolution to the Democratic portion of the Re- 
presentatives of the State. in Congress. I heartily 
commend the Legislature. for expressing full confi- 
dence in their wisdom and intelligence, -A more 
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firm, faithfal; intelligent and patriotic set-of men 
has never represented Pennsylvania. 

We are also instructed, in the conclusion of the 
resolution, to vote for sucha mode of receiving, 
keeping and disbursing the public moneys, as will 
separate, as far as practicable, the banks from the 
Government.” Now it is our duty, if possible, to 
reconcile and render consistent the first with the 
last clause of the instruction, and to give to each 
of them its proper weight. My conception of their 
meaning, when thas fairly construed, is, that whilst 
we are bound to oppose the separation of the banks 
from the Governmentin the manner proposed by 
the bill of the Senator from New York, or by any 
bill of a similar nature, yet we are equally instruct- 
ed to support any other and different “mode of 
receiving, keeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys, which will separate, as far as practicable, 
the banks from the Government.” In short, the 
Legislature are friendly to such a separation; but 
they are opposed to its accomplishment in the 
manner proposed by the biil now before the Senate. 
Whether any other practicable mode of effecting 
this separation can be devised, I shal! not at pre- 
sent pretend to say. I shall not now participate 
in the general debate on this bill, as I had intend- 
ed, and will, therefore, have ample time for reflec- 
tion on the subject; and should I become convinced 
that any mode can be devised of accomplishing 
Same object, diferent in its nature and character 
from this bill, I may perhaps present it hereafter 
in the form of an amendment. 

Mr. Bucaanan then. presented the resolutions, 
aad on his motion they were read, and ordered to 
be printed, and laid upon the table. 

He also gave notice that he would, at the first 
convenient opportunity, after consulting his col- 
league, move, in obedience to his instructions, to 
postpone the bill reported by the Senator from 
New York, until the next session of Congress. 

Mr. WALKER presented the credentials of the Hon. J. 
F. Trorrer, Senator elect from Mississippi. Mr. Trorren was 
then duly qualified, and took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the Senatea report 
from the Secretary of War, in relation to the construction of a 
harbor at City West, Iadiana ; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. MCKEAN presented numerous petitions from sundry 
residents of Philadelphia county, in Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of Texas: laid on the table. ~ 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Elias Davis, 
praying remuneration for detection of certain mail robbers: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, from sundry citizens of the town of Havre de Grace, 
Md. in relation to the erection ofa national foundry: referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from certain citizens of 


tedap 
county of Coahuma, in the € 
passage of a pre emption law: laid on the table 


tzw purchase, praying 
and ordered to 


and others, in_ relation toa post rout 
mittee on the Post OÑice and Post Roa 

Also, a petion from Charles MeKenzi 
ment of money paid for a tract of land unfit for cultivation: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. N. also presented a preambic and resolution from the 
Siate of Michigan, instructing their Senators to urge upon 
Congress the immediate abolition of imprisonment for debt, in 
civil cases coming within the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be pristed. 

Mr, NORVELL also presented resolutions from the same 
Siate, for the passage of a law exempting newspapers from 
postage in the respec‘ive States in which they are printed: ye- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, und 
ordered to be printed. a 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a memorial from sundry citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, praying the rejection of the Sub. 
Treasury bill: ordered to He on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented certain documents in relation to the 
claim of the daughter of Jonas Crane: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Ciaims. : 

My, WEBSTER presented the petition of Elisha Durham, 
praying indemnification for spotiations by the French autheri- 
ties prior to 1800: ordered that it He on the table. 

Also, from sundry citizens of the city of Boston, Maszachu- 
setts; and of Brookfield, New York, against the annexation of 
Texasi laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of th2 clerks of the Bu- 
reaus of the War Department, praying augmentetion of their 
salaries: referred tó the Committee on Military Afairs, 

Mr.. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, made unfa- 
vorable neports on the petition of James Baker, of the umbrella 
makers.of the city of Phitadelphie and on that of Theodore Vic- 


praying reimburse- 


tor, the latter accompanied by a report, which was ordered to be 


rinted. : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same cammittee, made a report on 
the memorials of the directors of the Susquehanaa and Balti- 
more Railroad Company and the Newcastle and Frenchtown 
Turopike and Railroad Company, accompanied by bills remit- 
ting the duties paid by said companies for railroad iron. The 
pills were ordered to a second reading, and the reports were or- 
dered to be printed. ki 4 

On motionof Mr. LYON, the petition of certain ship owners 
and masters of vessels, for the improvement of Gun river, was 
ordered to be prifited. i 

Mr. LINN submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the front seats on the circular gallery be ap- 
propriated exclusively to the use of the ladies. 

On motion of Me. LYON, ` 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be insiructed to com- 
municate to the Senate a copy of the report and map of the 
survey made by Lieutenant Poole, of the United States Army, 
under direction of the Quartermaster’s Department, of a Mili- 
tary road from Saginaw to Mackinaw, in the State of Michigan. 

So motion of Mr. ROANE, Daniel Trueheaxt had leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers. 

Oa motion of Mr. LYON, Joseph Vidal had leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 

'The following bills from the House of Representatives were 
severally read a third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Jesse E. Davis. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John 
MeCarty, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John B. Perkins. 

The joint resolution authorizing the State of Massachusetts 
to collect tonnaze duty on vessels entering the port of Boston, 
nad the bills granting to the county of Kalamazo, in the State of 
Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a quarter section of land, 

Por the relief of John B. Valle, i 

For the relief of William H. Robertson, Samuel JI. Garrow, 
and J. W. Simonton, 

Were read a third time and passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill, when Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate un- 
ul 5o’clock. 

Whea Mr. Cray had concluded— 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said he wished to make a single re- 
mark. He did not think proper to interrupt the Senator from 
Kentucky while be was speaking; but it was due to himself to 
aay, that the gentleman had misstated and perverted almost 
every argument he (Mr. C.) had advanced. He would say 
more; he intended to pay his respects to that Senator at the first 
opportunity, both with respect to his argumentavd his personal 
attack on him; and when he didso, the debt between them should 
be fully cancelled. 

Mr. CLAY replied that whether or not he had misstated or 
perverted the argumeta Of the Senator from South Carolina, 
was pot for ihat Senator to say. He (Mr. C.) wouldappeal toa 
less partial judge—to the Senate. As to any intention on the 
Senator's part of paying, he was as ready to receive asthe gen- 
Ueman wasto pay. [le sought a contest with no man, and he 
shouid not avoid one With the Senator from Souk Carolina. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he knew not what the Senator 
meant by his being ready to receive; but he would appeal to 
the Senate whether his remarks were not of such a character 
as to demand from him what he said. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

‘he Senate adjourned. 


a 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesvay, February 20, 1833. 
Reports from Committees were called for. 
COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a DTU for t 
Capt. John Vamnetter and his company, for th 
during the late war. X 

On motion of Mr. W. the Committee of Claims had leave to 
ait during the sessions of the Mouse, the honorable member 
siating that the amount of business before them was so great 
that they could sot attend. 


relief of 
scryiccs 


LiH for 


Mr. RUSSEL reperied, with an amenument, Senate 
k 


relief of Daniel St 

M ‘EWALD 3 c a report 
commiitee on this biti, which took. th 
bili. 


the minority ef the 
c reference as the 


ander. 
lish aa 


¥ report 
r. JOHNSON of Loui 
dditional land office iu the Staic of Louisiana. 
JUDJCIAR : 
Mr. ROBERTSON report®d the bili to change the time of 
ag the supreme terms of the Circuit Court of ine United 
tates lor the Eastern District of Virginia, and the District Court 
District of Virginia, held at 


5 
of the United Siates for the Western 
Richmond, Virginia. -~ 

This bill hadoriginally passed the House, and retavned from 
the Senate with amendments, Ft wae now reported back with 
sundry amendmenis to the Senaie’s amendments; all of which 
were now severally concurred In. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Thomas V 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for 

PRIVATE LAND 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported a bill amen latory of the act fur 
the relief of Paine and Arnold; which was ordered to be en- 
gtossed fr a third reading to-day. 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

My. INGHAM reported a bill in relation to bailding, pur- 
chasing, and providing rnaterials for vessels of war. _ 

Mr. Í also reported a bill to aller and regulate the navy 
raions. . 


aiso reported a bili to regulate the pay andemolumenis 
sin the navy. 

FOREIGN AFFA 
{ back the 
: relation tG or 
same being brow he Touss, 


, fecommitted to this 
neutral laws, and ii 


Mr. HOWARD moved that it be made the special order of- 


this day from and after one o’clnck; which was agreed to. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, f 
Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey. 


INVALID PENSIONS- 

Mr. STANLEY reported the following, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Levi Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of William Poole. . 

A bill for the reilef of Isaac. Gale.. - a 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul. 3 

A bill for the relief of Wright Hubbard, 

POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. BRIGGS reported a bill for the relief of Juhn Brown 

and Co. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. ; . 
Mr. DAWSON reported Senate bill withan amendment, entil- 
tled an act ty amend and extend the charter of the Franklin In- 
surance Company in the city of Washington. 

The amendment was concurred in, and the bill ordered to a 
third reading: read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution reported some days since by Mr. GRANT, 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, proposing to print 
3000 copies of the report in favor of a ship canal around the 
falls of Niagara, was taken up, and concurred in. 

coer" RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 
The House then resumed the consideration of the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Abams on the 18ih of December : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House a copy and translation of 
the pamphlet, in the Spanish language, stated in the report of 
the Secretary of State to this House to have been printed and 
circulated by the late Minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his depariure from this country, and the 
name of the diplomatic functionary from a foreign Government 
who communicated a copy of said pampiilet to the Secretary 
of Siate. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Howarp to 
strike out all that part relating to the name of the diplomatic 
functionary, after the word “country,” in the sixth Hne. 

Mr. ADAMS modified the resolution, by striking ont the lat- 
ter clause. 

ir. HOWARD said he would therefore waive his right to 
address the House in reply to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, in order to have the question taken, 

Mr. HAY NES had intended to make a brief reply to another 
gentieman from Massachusetts, (Mr. CusHine,) but that the 
question might at once be taken, he would refrain from 
doing so. ` 

The resolution, as modified, was then agreed to. 

NORTHEAST BOUNDARY. 

The following resolution, oftered by Mr. FAIRFIELD on the 
22d of December last, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be ro- 
quested to communicate to this House whether any application 
has been made by the British Governmeut to-the Government 
of the United States for leave to march troops over the territory 
now in dispure between the Governments aforesaid; and, if ea, 
the action of this Government thereon, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, as tne information called for by this 
resolution had been already communicated to the House, he 
would withdraw it; and it was withdrawn accordingly. 


YWASSLER’S WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. g 

The following resolution submitted by Mr, SMITH of Maine, 
on the 22d uf December, was taken, and agreed to, 

Resolved, That 2,000 extra copies of so much of the report 
made to the Treasury Department by Professor Hassler as re- 
laies tothe’ publication of Standard Weights and Measures, be 
printed for the use of the House. £ 

NAVV PENSIONS. 

The following offered by Mr. PETRIKEN, on the 22d of De- 
cember, was taken up, and agreed to. A 

Resolved, That the Srorolaiy of the Navy report to this 
Hovse, as soon ashe conveniently can, a full list of all officers, 
seamen, and marines in the naval service, disabled by” wounds 
or injuries received while in the discharge of their duty, who 
have claimed and received the benefit of the act of Congress, 
approveil 3d of March, 1827, with the names of the pensioners, 
the amount of back pensions received by him, the rank he heid 
at the time he was disabled, the rank he now holds in the navy, 
and the degree of disability reported to entitle him: to a pen- 
sion, and if not now in the service, the rank such officer held at 
tle time of his claiming the arrearages of pension under the act 


of Congress aforesai 
SCHOOL LANDS. 
tion heretofore “offered by Mr. Jonnson of Ma- 
nta certain amount of public lande for 
esinthe United Statea, was taken up. 
Mr. JOINS rid it was his intention to offer a series of 
appropriations on iis subje nd for that purpose he should 
move the postponement of th: ject til Thursday next. Mr. 
J, wasp to explain the object he had in view, when, 
the moming hour being expired-— 
NEUTRAL RELATIONS, 

The House then ivok up the special order, being the “Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States, and to 
ee the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 20th of Apiil, 

SEEN 5 

The bili had been reported back to the House without amend- 
mont, and was therefore in the position it was before being 
committed, as printed in the Globe of Saturday night last. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved anadditional section, providing that the 
bill should remainin force tll the first of January, 1640, and no 
longer; which was agreed to. 

Nr. HOWARD then moved to amend the first section of the 

bill by substituting, ina modified form, the first section of the 
substitafe proposed, when the bill was up before, by Mr. Loomis 
w York, as follows: 
. No person shall, within the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
paichase or procure, collect, transport, or have in 
scion, any vessel, vehicle, arms, or munitions of war; or 
collect, or employ, or imbody, or train men, with intent to the 
use or employment of the same, in exciting, aiding, or, carry- 
ing on, or to be used in any insurrection or rcbellion against the 
territory or dominion of any foreign prince, State, culony, dis- 
trict, or people centerminous with the United States, with 
the United States are at peace, and every person so of: 
“2, shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor, and shall be 
fined not exceeding G@oliars, and be imprisoned not ex- 
ceeding © years. 

Sir LOOMIS moved to fill up the first blank with $3,000, 
which was agreed to, and the amendment wgs then agreed to. 

Mr. PATTON then proposed a substitute fot the first two 
sections of the bill. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved the second, third, fourth, and fifth sec- 


The res 


` 


tions of his substitute, 
TON’S. y y : 
‘The merits of che bill wore then discussed by Messrs, SMITH, 


FILLMORE, HOLSEY, LOOMIS, WHITTLESEY ef Ohio, 
MENIFEE, PICKENS, 


PATTON, LEGARE, BIDDLE, 
CRARY, HOWARD, and ADAMS; when, 

On motion of dre last gentleman, the WH and amendments 
submitted to-day were ordered to be printed. 

Mr, WISE moved the conmitament of the bill to a Commit- 
tee OF the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr, PATTON and Mr. BELL briefly opposed the motor; 
when, on motion of the latter geatleman, 

The House adjourned, 

panera 
IN SENATE, 
Tosspay, February 20, 1835. 

The CHAIR communicated a letter n the Secretary of 
the Treasury, onclosing a report from the Solicitor of the Frea- 
sury, ia answer te the resolution of the Senate of the 12th in. 
stant, requiring the correspondence yelaiive to the debt duo 
from the fate Jolm Brahan, Reeeiver of Publie Moneys at 
Huntsville, Alabama; and 7 

On, motion of Mr. WIPE, it was ordered to be Printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the resolutions af the Senate of the 
Rate of Pennsylvania, in concurring with (he juin resolutions of 
both Houses, that were presented yesterday by Mro BUCHANAN, 
which were read; and 

On motion of 3 
to be printed. 

Me. McoKEAN presated two memorials, one from Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, the other from Phitadelphia county, 
remonstrating against the annexation of exis to the Union: 
lid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of James A. 
A. Beck and forty-six regideats of the county of W 
for anappropriation fur another survey Of the river St. Fran 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Aiso, the petition of HB. Davis, © T. Wond, and two hun 
dret and ninety cit s residing in the counties of Gaseous 
that part of Miller tying east of the Osage riy ry Pakiski, Ri 
ley, FSbannon, Washington, part of Franklin apd Crawford, 
complaining of inconvenionee in naking entries of land in con. 
sequence of the distance they have to ravel to any of the land 
offices, and praying tor the passage of a law to Jays a ew 
Jand district, composed of the counties above named: referred 
te the Commitec on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of sumliy ciazens of Alibama, Missouri 
ant Tennessee, asking for au appropriation for the purpose of 
making a road from Columbus, Kentucky, through the tow sun- 
ken grounds which embrace much’ public laud in the comly of 

` Scott, w Jackson, Cape Girardeau county, Missouri: referred to 
the Committee en Roada and Canals. 

Also, the petition of William Barcett, 8. M, Hudson and one 
hundred aad titty-three citizens residing in the southern part of 
the State of Missouri, asking for an appropriation for the same 
object: referred to the Commitee on Ronds and Canale, 

Also, the petition of Sarah Goforth, askiox for compensation 
as the widow of a soldier who tong and faithfully served bis 
@duntry in the revolutionary war refered to the Commitee on 
Rovolutionary Claima 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Richard H. Foote: 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. i 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Athens, Georgia, praylog for the establishment ofa post rate: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

? VIET presented several petitions from Vermont, re- 
Inonstraling agains, the apneration of Texas ta the Union; 
which were lail on the table. 

A 5 al petitions from the same State, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade io the District of Co. 
Jumbiay and the reception ofthe petitions being objected to, the 
motionto receve thom was laid Gu the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of several či plains, 
pilots, and others, engaged in the navigation uf the Mi ipri, 
Ohio. and Monongahela rivers, presenting strong yeasons why 
Pitsburg ought to be the site ofa marine hospital: ordered to 
be printed. and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, alsa, presented a memorial, signed by a 
number of the citizens of Pitsburg, having the same ebject in 
view, and similar to those, on the same subject, presented by 
him some days since: ertered (9 be printed, and referred co 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr, BUCHANAN, also, presented the petition of sundry cit- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking for an appropriation forthe com- 
nletion of the frigate Raritan: refereed tothe Commitee on 
Naval Affaire. 

Mr. PHSRCE presented the memartal of James M errin, ask. 
ing an increase of pension: relerred t the Corarnittes on Naval 
Affairs. f 

Me TIPTON, from the Committee on Military Affa 
whom the subject had beon referred, reported a bill toe 
a foundry and armory in the West, anda 
arms inthe several Siates and Ferritar 


fr. MCKEAN, laid on the table, and ordered 


ablish 
enats and depos for 
in which none are 
established: read and ordered to a secon! reading 


gy and the ac- 
companying report ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, five hundred extra copies of the re- 
port were ordered co be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the reinonstance of sundry citizens 
of Ulinois, on the subject ofa mail ronte; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Otee and Post Roade. 

Mr. ROANE presented the resolutions ofthe Legislature of 
Virginia, instructing their Senators, and requesting their repre- 
sentatives in Congress to use their exertions to procure the 
saze ofa law to indemnify the State for dhe amount of the judg 
ments recovered against her for the commutations of her 
officers In the Revolutionary army, and also to endeavor to 
procure a further appropriation of Government land, to satisfy 
the remaining claims of the officers of the Virginia Continental 
aad State line and navy: ordered to be printed, and referred te 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Afairs, made an 
unfavorable report on the claims of Caleb Atwater. 

Mr. WALL. on leave, introduced a bill for the reliefof Cap- 
tain Augustus A..Nicholson; which was twice read, and refer- 
red to the Cammmittee on Naval Affairs. i 

Mr. HUBBARD said that when he came into the Senate this 
morning, the Secretary was reading the resolutions which had 
recently been passed by the Senate of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. The reading was.nearly through; andhe had been 


, Somewhat modified, in Heu of Mr, Par- |] informed that ono of the resol 


“fy 


ings which had taken place in New Hampshire, asking-for the 


removal ofthe Hone} t, Mash from the office af president of - 


the Branch Bank of the U, States at Portsmouth: The same all. 
sion had been made yesterday by the Senator from Kentucky jo 
his speech; and he then attempted, without success, to gat the floor: 
to reply to the Senator, with a view toset history right. This 
transaction, he believed, had been before alluded to, since the 
commencement of this session, He merely desired to have the 
resolutions ofthe Senate of Pennsylvania referred to: the Com- 


-mittee on Finance, thata detailed report may be made, setting 


iorth the facts in their true Nght, 8 

The movement to removo the president of the ‘branch bank 
at Porismouth, which took place, he believed in 120; was 
made in consequeuce of the course pursued by the then presi- 
dentand directors of chat ingtitution, in the management and 
direction of its coneems, That course had deen, it was alleged, 
ot a most oppressive character, Te knew nothing of the facts, 


except what he derived trom the Printed documenta and the > 


history of the times, and if'any reliance can be placed on this 
evidence, nothing could be more unjust than the charge which 
had been often repeated, that the present Secretary af the Trea- 
sury, the present Gevernor of the State of New Hampshire, 
and their political frienda, had set this ball in motion to effect 
removal of Mr. Mason, for the accomplishment of their po: 
al purposes, or ta attain their party ol jecte. This he could 
not believe, and he was well satisfied thag if this matter could 
be examined, it would be found that this movement was not 
wade to accomplish the polineal ends of those who engaged in 
it, but to prevent this “United States Branch Bank” fom being 
used exctusively as a party engine against them and their po- 
Ndeal friends, “He would go no further at this ime; he only 
wished for the referenco of the resolution at this time, and he 
trusted that the report of the committees wenld but confirm 
what his late reepeeced colleng te (Mr. Finn) had once sid on 
this floor, with so much effect, with reference to this subject. 
Mr. WEBSTER remarked that it waa no more true that the 
Dil before the Senate came fram the Committee on Finance, or 
that the message reeeived at the commencement of the session 
came from the Presi lent of the United States, than it was true 
that the appticauon to remove the president of the Bank of 
Portsmouth was a political matter entirely. rhu whole matter 
wits established by documentary evidence. Thera was a loiter 
written by a gentleman to the Secretary ofthe Troagury; and jn 
that letter tho writer gives, asa reason why the president of the 
Yank should be removed, that he belonged to the party opposod 
tothe Administration. Thoro was another letter by the gide of 
it, written to a gendeman then holding an office here under the 
Government. and now Governor of New Hampsliire; and that 
letter saya that this ie expected to be done by the friends of 
General Jacksan, Now what did the Senator fram New Ha mp- 
shire meno, when ho said that theapplication was made byamen 
of both political parties? In the steps aiken to get signers to 
such a petition, iC was very easy to get signers of all political 
parties, by appealing to men who wish to get money easier. I 
the gentleman wished to get the matter before the Committee 


on Finance, why let him come on; he (Mr. W.) was ready to 


meet him. 

Mr. HUBBARD) said he was agreed: ho would most cheer- 
fully, most willingly, accept the challenge of the Senator. 
He Wished to go into the examination; he desired to collect tho 
facts; ho would not wish to prejudge this case, He had for 
himsolfa very derided apinion; he might, however, be wrong, 
bat he must have beeu greatly in error if he ehould not bo able 
to present the facts bu this caxe to thë satisfaction of himself at 
Jeast and. he (rusted, to the satistietion of the Senate and of tho 
country, that this branch wax managed at the time, not to faver 
the miereantile community of Portsmouth, but ite favors were 
distyibuted to partisans friendly to the men in the charge of the 
branch. 

He wae eertain that the individual who headed the Pors- 
mouth mentorial, was the strong political fiend of Mr. Mason. 
Up tothis moment, he was tho active supporter of a United 
ates Bank. Othera would be fund on the list, equally 
friendly to the political views of the incumbent. One of them, 
ifhe conid rely upon the newspapers of the day, was busily 
engaged at thia time ou his missionfin scattering “party tracts” 
to enlighten the people of New Hamuphire, preparatory to the 
coming election. ‘That memorial, it will be found, was made 
up of men without party ihetincnon, and for the role. purpose 
of correcting what they regarded as au oppressive evil, 

Let then the fret be collected, and be presented. ‘fhe Sena- 
tor anil myselfare both members of the Commitee on Finance; 
and be had po doubt thatthe truth ofthis whole matier would 
bs elici His object was to exempt the Governor of New 
Hampshire and the Secretary of the Treasury from the censure 
which was repeatedly cast upon them in relation to ihis trans- 
UCR. 

He bad no ether feeling but that of respect, for the distin- 
swabed gentleman who at that time presided over the branch 
at Portsmouth. He knew hiin weh, perhaps not as well as the 
Senator himself His only purpose was, in moving the refer: 
ence, to cotleet the facts; and if they showed an organized 
party movement to convert the influence of the bank to the 
promotions of their political purposes, co let it be. I the fagis 
will show that the movement was to prevent the use of the 
power of the bank to accomplish the objects of those politi- 
cally opposed to tho then Administration of the Goverment, so 
let it be. He, ia conetusion, would only say, that he would be 
ready withthe Senator most willingly at any time to enter upon 
this examination. : 

Mr. WEBSTER said he gave no challenge, He only ac- 
redone, He was not desirous to go into details; but if the gen- 


Ce 


’ Yemen chose tolake such a course, entertaining the respect he 


dit for the character of the parties implicated, he was ready to 
mecthm, ‘Phe question wag not whether it was exclusively a 
movement ou a certain side; the question was as to the origin 
of the movement. He now contended that the movement was 
entirely political, and he would tell how it turned ont. 
The presitent of the Bank of the United States, on réceiving the 


application, went to Portsmouth to inquire into the facta, and | 


sent a complimentary notice to all who had signed jt to call on 
him and explain the nature of the complaints. ‘They came: 
and some said that they had signed the petition because they 
had been asked to do 80; some said that they had no know- 
ledge of the subject; and others said that they had signed it be- 
cause of the difficulties they found in getting discounts. £ 
Mr. BUCHANAN said, “when Greek meets:Greek, then 
comes the tug of war.” It was not his. purpose to-take any 
part in the high contest between the two aintinguishegd Bena- 
tors, He desired merely to observe, that; in obeying his inetruc- 


utlons referred to certain protoëd-- 


torsani Representatives. 


‘to do, tothe Judiciary. 


tions, be should construé then tainly, according to their own 


-upori and language; dnd. not according. to the construction 


which had been placed upon them, afer their passage,” by the 
Senate or Pennsylvania; which constituted but one branch of 
Sute Legislature. 4 wg : 
ne had atnled yesterday, that he had heen informed that every 
member of the Opposition party in the Senate had voted for the 
resolution. ‘He knew that this statement:was true in regard to 
the. Hause ;. but he perceived: from the Harrisburg papers, 
which had been since received, thar the resolution ‘in the Se- 
nate had been divided into three distinct clauses, and:-that six 
pietatiors of the Opposition had ‘voted. hainesi ‘that clause of 
them which expressed full confidence In MARTIN VAN BUREN, 
and in the intelligence and wisdom: of their Democratie Sena- 


He made the. correction, because he would never willingly 
atale any thing in the Senate or elsewhere which did not exactly 
conform with the truth. Ki 

: INDEPENDENT. TREASURY. 

The Senate then resumed the discussion of the Independent 
Treasury bill, when a 

Mr. ALLEN rosg and ‘addressed the Senate until near five 
o'clock. 5 ` . tes 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate went into Executive 
business; and, after a few moments spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, - 
Wrpngapay, February 21, 1838. 

On metion of Mr, HOWARD, tho bill in relation to the pre- 
servatign óf neutrality ôn the frontier waa-made the special 
order after one o'clock this day. , ee 

Mr. REED asked leave to submit a resolution, granting the 
use ofthe Hall of the House of Representatives to the Con- 
greesional Temperance Society on Tuesday evening. 

Objection being made— : : 

Mr. REED moved'u suspension ofthe rule, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, (no quorum voting on the first count.) which 
were ordered, and were-— yeas 82, nays 43, not two-thirds, so the 
rule was not suspended, ee A : : 

Mr. POTTS moved a suspension of the rule, to enable him 
to submit a motion to print 2000 extra copies of the communi- 
cation of the Secretary of the Navy-in relation ‘to the causes 
which have delayed the sailing of tho Exploring Expedition; 
but the House refused. ` oe 

Reports from committees were then called: for. eee 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, Me. STUART of Virginia, 
aud Mr. DARLINGTON, severally made unfavorable: reports 
from the Commitice of Claims, 

MILITARY, APFATRS. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the Committee of the Whole was 
discharged from the further consideration of the “bill to in- 
ereace the army of the United States, and for other purposes,” 
and the samo was recommnitted ta the Committee oa’ Military 
Atlairs, : : 


i COMMERCE, 
Mr. TOLAND reported a bill for the relief of Joseph R, Fol- 
som and the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy, of Bucks- 
port, In the State of Maine, 
: ¥ REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. d. L. WILLIAMS made an unfavorable report on the pe- 

tition o Edward Cavena, . 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. ~ 

Mr. HARLAN reported Senate bill, providing for’ the legal 
adjudication and settlement of the claims for land under grants 
to the Baron Bastrop and others in Louisiana, and of sundry 
persons in Arkansas, with a recommendation that it do not 
pasa, and moved its commitment, ' 

Mr, GARLAND of Louisiana said this wasa very: impor. 
tant measure, involving the settlenpent.ot:- two: counties in Loy- 
isiana, and of large tracts in Arkansas, and had been: reported 
on favorably. by every committee of both Houses for several 
years past, and bills passed by onë body or the‘other, and he 
therfore moved the recommitment of the bill, with instruc- 
tiona to the Committee on Private Land Claims to report some 
other bill for the settlement of these claims. ý ; 

Mr. YELL united in the wish of the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana, that this subject should be definitively disponed of. It was 
true, that a ae ofhis State was interested in it; but the 
great body of the people there felt none, and all he desired was 
to see the question sottled one way or the other... ‘The claims 
involved about a million of acres in Arkansas, and al out twice 
ae much in Louisiana, wl of which the Government had sold, 
without paying any sort of regard to these claimy. Now; if 
the chakma should wurn out to be good—he would pronounce 
to opinion about them, but many believed them to be so—the 
Government must either satisfy the claimants, or refund the 
money to the purchdsers. It was important, therefore, in 
every point of view, that the subject should be disposed of, 
This might be done in either of two ways—by referring it to’ a 
special commission, or by leaving it, as the Senate proposed 

Those who wished the miatter settled 
were indifferent which mode should be adopted, 86 that it was 
disposed of. : : 

With reference to an examination by the House itself, Mr. 
Y. said it would be impracticable, and the expense of & single 
session upon ita diseussion would amount to More than ‘the 
whole supervision of the subject as Proposed by the bil. Te 
had now been several years before Congress, ‘and! would ‘con. 
tinue to be presented for as many years wo come, unless Con- 
gress passed some measure to quiet it. Both as a matter of 
economy and policy, it seemed to him that the subject should 
be atonce disposed of, woes > 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana took the eame: side, ` and 
stated that the people of Louisiana felt a deép ‘and lively inie. 
rest in the subject, and had great cause to complain of the Go- 
vernment which had suffered these claims'to remain in abey- 
ance for thirty-four years Mr. J. was proceeding; when the 
hour of one having arrived, the Chair announced ‘the special 


order. = : 

Th j i NEUIRAE RELATIONS 

‘The House then took up the special -order being the « 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act io ‘addition’ to the act fone 
punishment of certain. crimes against the United States, and to 
repeal the acts therein mentioned? approved the 20th of April 

The qnestion pending. was the motion of Mr, Wink t % 
mit the bill te a Committee of the Whole on the ante of the 


Union. 5 ee 
The question was now taken, and disagreed to, ; 
The question then; pending was the substitute for part of 


+.2ND Sess. 


AL GLOBE. 
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the first and the whole of the second sections of the “bill sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. PATTON, 

Mr. HOW ARD ‘stated that the principles en which this bill 
„was based, had been thé uniform principles of this Government 
ever since its formation. Tt had always been the policy of this 
Goverament to remain at peace with all nations, and to enforce 
is neutrality whenever it become necessary to do so. This 
principle was adopted in'the act of 1794, which he wished the 
House to bear in mind. At that time this country began to feel 
the situation in which it was placed by being cailed upon by a 
foreign power to enforce its neutrality, Congress then passe 1 
a law to prevent the enlistment of men, within the jurisdiction 
of the United States, tor the purpose of carrying on hostility 
against any Government with which we might be at peace. 
The bill went on to provide that no vessel, for this purpose, 
should be fitted out within our waters, and that no vessel of a 
foreign nation shall increase its armament for the purpose of 
carrying oa such war. 

This bill vested power in the President to employ the army 
and navy for the purpose of enforcing this law. ‘This bill, then, 

` only provided for the prevention of the fitting out of naval ex- 
peditions,; and the enlisting of soldiers within our territory, to 
carry on War against a nation with which we might be at 
peace.- Afterwards, when a war broke out between France and 

- England, it became necessary to make further provision to pre- 
serve our neutrality in consequence of the change of circum- 
stances. It then became necessary to prevent the fitting out of 
privateers in our waters; and in addition to the provisions of the 
Jaw of 1794, it became necessary to vest in the President power 
to authorize the collectors to, seize upon vessels fitting ontin 
our waters. Now, the face of things has again changed, and it 
becomes necessary for us to make further changes in out legis- 
lation. . In consequence of the small number of our collectors 
on the frontier, it became necessary that the President should 
call to his aid other officers, for the purpose of enforcing our 
neutrality. It became necessary for us to bring the aid of the 
civil power to co-operate with the military power in preserv- 
ing our neutrality, as that duty is now conferred almost exclu- 
sively on the military power. ‘This he considered to be impro- 
per, and hoped gentlemen were not disposed to keep up such 
exhibitions as we haye had for the last few weeks. He hoped 
we were not to have a body of armed men marching to and fro, 
arresting and disarming persons who might be about to violate 
our neutrality, when that duty could be as well and betier per- 
formed by the civilauthority. We have recently seen a part of 
the army of the United States, engaged in marching several 
huadred miles, for the purpose of arresting and disarming some 
two or three hundred persons, who had assembled for the pur- 
pose of entering Canada. This was a spectacle which he did 
not desire to see kept up, and he hoped the House would make 
such provision speedily as would supersede the necessity of 
such military operations. The civil authority, he maintained, 
ought first to be applied, and when it failed, there would bo time 
‘enough to call inthe aid of the military: power. The civil 
power, however, he believed would be amply sufficient to pre- 
serve our neutral relations with Canada. 

With regard to the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Parron) he considered it, in point of substance, as 
pretty near meeting his views, and, for the sake of compromise 
on this matter, he would have no objection to vote for it. Then 
if it was adopted, be thought he could lay before the House 
some amendments to some of the remaining sections of the 
bill as would meet the views of the members of the House gene- 
rally. Ta conclusion, he would suggest to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Loomis) the propriety of moving to reconsider 
his amendment, with a view to making some alterations in the 
phraseology ef bis amendment, which would make it more 
acceptable to many. members of the House. _ 

Mr. LOOMIS then moved a reconsideration of the vote on 
agreeing to the amendment to the first section of the bill, in 
arder to meet the views of the gentleman from Maryland; which 
motion was agreed to, and the vote was reconsidered. , 

Mr. L. then proposed to modify his amendment by striking 
onutthe words “insurrection and rebetlion,?? aud insert, “mili- 
tary operation or expedition.” 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman from New York the 
propriety of substituting the word “within” for the word 
“against? immicdiately after the word “rebellion.” If this 
modification was made, this part of the bill would meet his 
views. 

Mr. LOOMIS accepted of this suggestion, and modified his 
amendment accordingly. . 

‘The question then recurred on agreeing to the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Loomis.) 

Mr. MERCER replied to the arguments of the gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Howarp,) and sontended that the power 
under the laws of 1794 and 1515, was ample for the -purpose of 


arresting all the expeditions which might be undertaken against . 


Canada. The defect was norin the law, but in the administra- 
tion ofthe law. It was with infinite surprise that he had seen the 
President of the United States cali upon the Governor. of New 
Vork to issue his proclamation. to enforce a law, when the 
Executive should have issued his own. proclamation, as it was 
a law ofthe United States which was to be enforced. f 

Mr. SHIELDS concurred entirely inthe view taken of this 
question, by the gentleman from Virginia. He thought that the 
existing laws sufficient for all purposes, and with a view of get- 
ling rid of this embarrassing question, he moved to lay the 
whole subject en the table. š A 5 

Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would withdraw thismotion, 
so as to enable the friends of this new fashioned alien and sedi- 
tion law to meke it as perfect as possible. ee 

Mr. SHIELDS ea Hot consent. that the time of the House 
should be taken up with this matter, otherwise he would with- 
draw the motion to oblige the gentleman from Virginia. — 

Mr. HOWARD. called for the yeas and nayson the motion to 
jay on be table, which ‘were ordered, and were—yeas 20, 
nays LOL. : 

othe House refused to lay the bill on the table. . - 

Mr. TOUCEY hoped that the amendment proposed -by the 
gentleman from New York: would not be adopted. He con- 
curred in the sentiments expressed by the. gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Marcur,) that this amendment, if incorporated in 
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the bill, would’ make it substantially the act of 1818. It did not 
maierially alter the law as it now stands, except that it carried 
the law to an extent which he utterly deprecated. By the pro- 
visions of the biil under consideration, if it should be adopted, 
it would authorize the United States Government officers to 
seize any vesse] at any future time, of any persons in Canada, 
who might be resisting the Government, and holding them to 
security in a large amount. No matter under what circum- 
stances the patriots of Canada might be driven into our borders, 
this bill authorized and directed the officers of the United States 
Government to seize upon them, and hold them insecurity to a 
large amount. The. effect of it then would be that, if any per- 
sons, at-any future time, who might be struggling against the 
power and oppression of a Gevernment which they considered 
tyrannical, should be driven by their oppressors within our 
borders, they were to be seized upon and fined and imprisoned. 
This was a priaciple which he never could consent to, and he 
hoped it would not meet the concurrence of a majority of this 
body. For his own part, he much preferred the bill as it came 
from the Senate, and he was surprised to hear the bitter oppo- 
sition which was raised against it in that shape Mr. T. ad- 
dressed the House atsoine length in opposition to the arnend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Loomis. 

Mr. HOLSEY supported the bill in a speech of some length. 
He considered it to-be the duty of this Government to preserve 
Its neutrality towards all nations with which it: might be at 
peace, and, he contended, that there was no way of doing. this 
but by the Government preventingits citizens from interfering 
in the affairs of foreign Governments. , This was the duty of our 
Government, and. he would ask. gentlemen if the existing 
laws were sufficient for this purpose? They certainly were not. 

This principle had been held by this Government from its 
foundation, and he would ask gentlemen ifthey were prepared 
now to pursue a different course of policy? He referred to the 
correspondence between Mr. Madison, when Secretary of State, 
and Mr. Pinckney, our minister at that time in Spain, in which 
Mr. Madison took the ground that it was the duty of that Go- 
vernment not only to restrain its own citizens from fitting out 
expeditions against forcign Governments, with which that Go- 
vernment might be as peace, but that it was the duty of that 
Government to restrain foreigners within. their borders from 
interfering oy meddling with thé aflairs of other Governments. 

This doctrine he hetd to be the correct doctrine; and it being 
correct, we would be held responsible for the acts of our citi- 
zens, Hf we neglected to provite the proper means of restrai 
ing them from interfering in the affairs of neighboring Govern: 
ments with which we were at peace. The polisy of our Go- 
verament he held to be a policy of extreme caution; and that 
being the case, we ought to provide all proper means for pre- 
venting our citizens from interfering inthe affairs of Cana 
He replied to the arguments of Mr. Toucey, and supported the 
object of the bill, at some length, 

Mr, CAMBRELENG did not rise to engage in debate, but he 
felt himself called upon to draw the attention of the House not 
only to the nature of the question itself, and the imperative ne- 
cessity of acting upon it promptly, bet also of the great mass of 
public business, ofa character almost equally urgent, remaming 
to be actedupon. It might be very convenient for them to be 
going on, from day to day, and from month to month, in pro- 
wacted discussions, while they were supported by the credit of 
the officers of the (wo Houses, but when they considered the 
nature and present condition of the public service throughout 
the Union, he earnestly appealed to gentlemen to have some 
little compassion for those in the public service who had had 
nathing to support them since the fist of January, 

In regard to this measure, whata spectacle did they present. 
By the last intelligence it was stated thatan expedition to cross 
our frontier and invade the province of Canada, was to cross 
the frontier to morrow (the 22d). Now, Mr. C. appealed to 
gentlemen, and especially to legal gendemen, to look seriously 
at the nature ofthis question. They were arguing it as if it was 
as an ordinary case between billigerents, oy as if it was ope on 
the Texas frontier, where a vast wilderness of athousand miles 
intervened between the two countries, and they scemed to for- 
get that this was a case of two nations face to-face as it were, 
in close contact to each other, and that our great duty was to 
endeavor to preserve peace between us. Both Governments, 
both nations, were earnestly desirous to avoid a war, and how 
could we do it but by giving our officers on the frontier the 
means of stopping these expeditions trom our territory. 

Mr. C. added that, upon a question of this. character, he 
could not stop to inquire about this mode or that mode, for it 
Was a question between two great nations, and involved the 
question of war between this country and Great Britain, They 
now saw hundreds about to cross the frontier: these would be 
met by Britsh troops; these hundreds on both sides the frontier 
might be followed by thousands, and then by tens of thousands, 
and in spite of all the ardent desire of two great nations, these 


struggles on the frontier might lead to way, and all this was 
commenced, and might be going on, while that House was en- 
gaged in debate. Buthe would not go further into the ques- 
tion. What they had to do npon this subject must be done 
efficiently and promptly, if it was to answer any purpose at all; 
and he appealed to the House to decide this question one way 
or the other, either by adopting some measure, or rejecting 
the subject altogether. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that any hasie was necessary, for this 
Was not a case of the tomahawk and scalping knife ‘cha: 
Mr. A: went on, at some length, to argue against the orig 
though he believed he should vote for the modified substitute to. 
the first sectiong submitted by Mr. Loours,and that of Mr, 
Patron. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the Ifouse adjourn. 

Mr. HOWARD called for the yeas and nays, when Mr. W. 
withdrew the motion. - . i 

Mr. THOMPSON again drew the attention of the House to 
the amendment of the Constitution providing against tlegal 
seizures and searches, and argued upon it at some length. — 

Some other amendments were laid on the table, to be submit. . 
ted hereafter, when, without taking any question, the bill was 
laid aside. Kia 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the annual statemen 
ofthe First Comptroller: of the ‘Treasury. of: the -unexpended 
balances, which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was laid on the 
table. The House adjourned. 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 


- IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, February 21, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated’a report from’ the Secretary of 
War, in answer to the resolution of the 7th instant, requiring 
information whether a site bas been purchased for a fort near 
the western frontiers of Arkansas; whether a good title to the 
land can be procured; and, if so, why an appropriation has 
not been asked for the purchase.and construction of che fort. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to refer the report to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, He would take this occasion tosay that he was 
disappointed very much, not only as regarded the want of 
action on the part of the War Department, but as regarded 
their present report in excuse’ of it. Henceforth, he would 
give up all hopes from that quarter, and throw himself on the 
kindness and justice ofhis friend from Missouri, the chairman 
of the Military Committee, (Mr. Benron;) and when he got 
such a report from that committee as he anticipated, he would 
endeavor to carry à bill through Congress by bis own exer- 
tions, aided by his friends. Situated as the frontiers of Arkan- 
sas and Missouri were, they did not know at what moment a 
war might break out; and yet, though they had been relying 
for years on the War Department, it did not seem’ that they 
thought the having a- fort on that frontier at all necessary, 
Henceforth, (Mr. $. said,) he would rely on the Military Com. 
mittee, and throw aside the reports of the Secretary’s brigadiers, 
major generals, and ali. 6 

‘The report was then referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. x 

The CHAIR communicated a letter from the Secretary of 
War. enclosing the official report of the battle fought on the 
25th December last, between the United States troops and the 
Serninole Indians, as follows; 


. ` DEPARTMENT oF War, 
: February 20, 1838. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution ofthe Senate of the 14th 
instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of Col. 
Taylox’s official reportof the action of the 26th of December 
last. between the troops under his command and the Seminole 
Indians. sa E ae more 

As it has been supposed that some expressions contained in 
(hat report vast unmerited censure upon the’ Missouri Volun- 
teers, T avail myself of the occasion (o remove so erroneous an: 
impression. ‘The patriotic feelings which led these brave men 
to volunteer their services. in Florida, and to leave their homes 
to engage in a campaign against the Indians, was duly appre- 
ciated by the President and by this Department; and in their 
opinion the pledge thus given to the country has been amply 
redeemed. ‘The fact that they broke and rotired in disorder, 
under. the murderous fire of an enemy as advantageously post- 
ed as ifthey had been behind regular entrenchments, is not 
stated to disparage the character or.the efforts of the young sol- 
diers. The heavy loss they sustained, in killed and wounded, 
affords sufficient proof of the firmness with which they advanc- 
ed upon the enemy under a galling fire. It was not expected 
that their unaided efforts could drive the enemy from his‘strong 
hold, and the gallant manner in which they led the attack con- 
tributed, no doubt, to the success of the day... I may be permit- 
ted to say, that no blame can rightly be attached to the gallant 
officer who. commanded the troops, on that occasion, for plac- 
ing the Volunicers in the front rank of the action. The enem 
occupied a position that could not be turned, and from whic 
he could only be‘driven by the utmost efforts of the regular 
forces. The task of storming such defences could not be en- 
trusted to the Volunteers; nor would an experienced officer rely 
upon irregular troops to form the reserve, as on the steady con- 
duct.of this force the fate of the action often depends; and on 
all occasions it is, or ought to be, composed of the choicest and 
best disciplined troops of the army. If, therefore, the Volun- 
teers were to be brought into action at all, they were placed 
where alone they could do good service by commencing the 
action as skirmishers; and their conduct on that occasion was 
all that could be expected frorn undisciplined troops, who, for 
the first time, find themselves in so trying a situation. 

Very respectfully, ` 
Your most obedient servant, A 
pe -< J, R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, 3 
~ President of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON said he had to express his great satisfaction 

at the letter of the Secretary. It was entirely satisfactory to 
him, and he had no doubt it would be equally so to the volun- 
teers of the whole country. All that he asked was, that the 
papers might be printed and laid on the table: agreed to. 
‘<The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Secretary 
of War in answer to the resolution of the 29th December last, 
in relation to the conduct of the Seminole war; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. DAVIS, was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. f 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, and on leave, intro- 
duced a bill to encourage the introduction, and. promote the 
cultivation and growth, of tropical plants: read twice, and re- 
ferred. ae 

Mr, YOUNG, in pursuance of notice given, and on. leave, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; which waa 
trice read, and referred. Hh 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of -—-- Thompson, a 
scientific gentleman of the Southwest, zetting forth a plan for 
reclaiming the lew grounds on the borders of the Western vi- 


-vers and bayous: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. WALKER moved that the Committee on Public Lands 
be discharged from the further Consideration of the petition of 
the trustees of McDonough eollege, asking for a grant of lands: 


agreed to. = f n 
“Mr. LINN presented the petition of Daniel Marsack, prayine 


for the right of pre-emption to a quarter section of lav" æ 
Grand river: referred te the Committee on Public Taide, on 
Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, to-mory oa aak 9 on 
to bring ina bill to provide for the purchase ‘of the right ton a 

ir i in th e right to use 
the Vapor Bath of Dr. Boyd Reilly, in tye arny and 
i arty and navy of 
the United States. zo . y 
Mz. NICHOLAS. submitted the following resolution, which 


| les one day on the table for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Coramuttee on Commerce be instructed 


- to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
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a survey of the coast of Louisiana, from the B to the Sa- 
bine, and of the intermediate harbors, bays, and bayous, with a 
view lo report to Congress at tho next session, on the practi- 
cability and cost of rendering such harbors, bays, and bayous, 
more easy and safe of access. i 

Mr. MeREAN submitted the following resolation; which was 
considered and adopted: . 

Resolved, That the Committee ou Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an allowance for 
house rent to the officers of the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following resolution which 
was considered and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Finance be Instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of granting a remission of the duties 
on certain goods of J. W. Zacharie and Co. destroyed by fire in 
the city of New Orleans, on the 3d of January, 1838, 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Past 
Roads be instroeted to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road from Jonesborough, in Union county, Ulinois, by 
way of Willard’s and Smith’s ferries, on the Mississippi river, 
io Jackson, in Cape Girardean county, in the state of Misonr® 
and, also, & post read from Liberty, on the Mississippi river, 
in Jackson county, Htinots, down along the bottom of said river, 
by way of Willard’s ferry; tv Clear Creek Landing, in Alex- 
ander connty, in said last mentioned State. 

Mv. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of the Agricultural 
Convention af New York, praying tor the passage of a law pro- 
viding for the procuring of valuable foreign seeds and plants, 
and the establishment of an office at the Seat of Government for 
their distribution: referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
which had been referred the resolution directing an inquiry into 
the sxpediency of granting to the State of Indiana the right of 
preemption to the laads in that State, acquired by the late treaty 
with the Miamt Indians, togethor with the memorial of the said 
Slate on the same subject, moved that the conunittee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 

Mr. TIPTON moved toamend Mr. WALKER’s motion, by re- 
committing the memorial of the General Assembly of tindina 
to the Committee, an Roads and Canals, with instructions to 
bring in a bill in conformity with the wishes of kis Sau 
would be recollected by the’ Senate, (My. T. said,) that in 1827, 


Congress granted to the State of Indiana the one-half of the 
Jands lying within five miles of the line of a canal, to connect 


atnavigable points the waters of the V 
of Lake Eric. Eighty miles of canal was finished and navizable 
within the State of Indiana, Ohio had seventy-eight miles of 
this canal line within her limits; sho has accepted the grant 
made for that part of the work; had putit under contract. That 
put of the canal in Indiana not completed was rapidly 
progressing to completion, Funds were needed te carry on the 
work, The lands lately ceded hy the Miami Indians, were 
situateil near the canal and were valuable. The quantity 
ce ted was about 215,000 acres, a large portion of which was 
enhanced in value hy the industry of the people of Indiana. 
The Legislature asked Congress for tho right to purchase these 
lands atthe minimum. price, and he (Mr. T.) would not con- 
coal the fact, that by granting what the General Assembly asked 
it would be greatly beneficial to the Ntate, and would increase 
her internal improvement fund $100,000, 

Mr. WALKER said the memorial that the committee wished 
to be discharged from the further consideration of, wasg re: 
quest on the part of the State of Indiana, that Congress would 
grant her a pre-emption right, atthe usual price of one dotlar 
and a quarter an aere, to the lands fately obtained from ihe 
Miami Todians, and which were considered highly valuable. ty 
Jooking over the grants to that State. it would be found that she 
had already received grants for $34,000 acres of Jand, for pur 
poses of Internal improvement, while he was prepared 
to show that several of the new States were carrying 
on works much more extensive than those of Indiana, without 
having obtaine tan acre. Mr. W. gave an account of the 
works charterer, and in progress, in the State of Mississippi, to 
which there had been npwards of four millions subscribed, and 
paid up, and cpward: of eight millions subserjbed an. secured. 
And yet Indiana, which had alrea:ly received 534,090 acres, was 
making a demand for more, while the Stat a r urying on 
more extonsive improvements had received nothing. 

Mr, W. thonght that before Indiana, asking for the further 
bounty ofthe Government, she ought atleast to asststin carry- 
ing a bill through Congress, to give somethin: to her sister 
States, who had not heen so liberally dealt with. But what 
did the Senator from Yndiana ask? He asked the Senate to com: 
mit itself, by directing a committee to bring in a bill gianting to 
the State what she asked, without looking at the documents, 
and without considering the reasonableness of the prayer, I 
this was ta be done, the Senate would commit itself, by building 
un One or two States, while they were refusing an acre to Siates, 
whes? clains were equally as great, ifnot greater. 

Mr, SMITH of Indiana said the debate in this instance lad 
Kprung up very unexpectedly to him. He certainly did not 
expecta report from the Committee on Publie Landsin relation 
to this subject; indeed, the other business before the Senate for 
bade the idea that we should have hada report of any kind at 
30 early a period, He did not rise, therefore, to debate the ge- 
neral proposition of the grant of the Miami lands to the State of 
Tadiana, nor did he think the Senate prepared, at this time, to 
discuss the question, Je came to the Senate this morning 
fully expecting the Cumberland roaid, bill to be taken up, and 
for this he was prepared, and would not, at this time, he driven 
iwo adebate on the pre-emption question. When, however, 
that should come up, he hoped to be able to show that the argu- 
ments of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WALKER) were 
neither sogad nor tenable. 

He was surprised that the arguments of the chairman of the 
Committee on Public tis should be so diametrically different 
from those used in the discussion when the general pre-emipiion 
bill was under consideration. Th that debate he understood the 
honorable chairman to say that the whole number ofsettlera on 
the public lands to whom preemption rights bad been granted, 
had not affected the sales mare thanone cent the acre, the ave: 
rage being about a dollar twenty-six.cents, What had the State 
of Indiana d, burto he perniitted to have these lands at the 
miniom price, toaid her in the works of internal improve- 
ment which she had commenced, and by which the Government 
had received nicre than an equivalent in the enhanced valne of 
the public lands in that State? Was there any donation in that? 
Did not the General Government receive within one cent of the 
average rate, according;to the Senator's own showing? He 


hy with the waters 
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thought the sub night p 
Committee on Roads and Canals; and whan that committee had 
exammed the subject fully and impartially and reported a Dill, 
the Senate would then be prepared to” actas. the justice. an 
equity of the proceeding would warrant. Mr. S. theaght itv? 
would be no bounty to any of the States to be permitted (0 take” 
the public lands within their limits at the minimum- price; but, 
on the contrary, that it would be the best contract. the Qovern- 
ment could possibly make. ; i í 

Mr. WALKER observed, that to cut short the debate, he 
would p.oposé to the Senator trom Indiana to modify his mo- 
tion, su as to refer the memorial to the Committee an Roads and 
Canals, without saying any. thing about inetructions. If the 
Senator would so modify his motion, he would vete for it, 
(Mr. TILTON declining} Then, said Mr. W.the Senate must de- 
cide as it thinks best on the motion. He atated the fact just 
now, that Indiana had- received 534,000 acres of land for. inter- 
nal improvements, while Mississippi, who was carrying on 
more extensive works, had not received: an acre. Tho same 
fact also applied to Alabama, whe was carrying on her works 
of internal improvement in a more extended way than those of 
Indiana, He would state furthgr, that. upwarda ofa million of 
dolars of the two per cent. fund of Indiana had been drawn 
and expended, while Mississippi had net drawn a cent of her 
fund, Under these circumstances, he must therefore say, that 
it Indiana succeeded, he would regard itas a monopoly.” He 
admitted Ghat he did atate in his remarks on the preemption 
bill, that the receipts of the sales to the pre-emptioners was 
within a centof the whole average price. The Senator, there: 
fore, quoted him correctly, But his remarks were applicable 
only to the settlers on the frontiers--to the pioneers who opened 
the lands, and gave them additional value. How was it, though, 
with the Siale of Indiana, and these lands acquired from the 
Miami Indians? Was that State a pioneer, and were theso 
lands onthe frontiers? On the contrary, the lands were in the 
heart of the State, and a great many of them, as admitted by 
one of the Indiana Senators, worth $40 per acre. Mr, W, said 
he was opposed to any further granta to Indiana ull the other 
how Bates received an equal share of the Government's lihe- 
ratit 

ME CLAY of Kentucky, was glad to perceive that the dis- 
sensions exhibited on the subject would be likely to lead to a pro- 
per adjustment, wherein the rights of tho old States might be 
property respected. Mr, C. said he was for doing justice, libe- 
val jusdcr, alike to knew and old. He had not risen fortha pur- 
pose of discussing the subject, for that was-out of his power just. 
now if he were ao inclined, being entirely too unwell to enter in- 
to if, bur merely to recommend to the Senator trow Indiana 
(Mr. Tirrox) the acceptance of the suggestion otfered. ‘The 
subject could be recommitted, not with he instructions moved 
for, bot with instractions to inquire into and report all the facts 
in relation to the matter, and that, in his opmion, would be the 
better course, So far as he, Mr. ©, was concerned, he had no 
hesitation in avowing that ifthe question was whether the Stato 
should have the Jands, or Chose who bad seized upon them with: 
out sanction oflaw and in violation of public authority, ho should 
go for the Biante. Liliana asked them to aid her in completing 
her great works of internal improvement, works that would 
not only redound to the honor af Mdiana, but to the true interest 
ofotber Scies, He was not prepared to gay that he was alto- 
vother willing to grant the preemption to Indiana at the mini- 
mum price, ag the land was said, in many instancex, to be worth 
thirty, forty and even fifty dollars per acre; but he was prepared 
to ray that he was willing the State’should havo it at the price 
Janda bad risen to on the Ohio canal, which were understood to 
average some four or five dollars, Atali events, ifthe question 
was between the State, and the individuals alluded to, he should 
take great pleasure in giving the State the preference. 

Mr. "LIP TON said: that his purpose would be beat effected by 
Bereisting in the motion to commit with instructions, as at first 
presented. THis object, as at first tated, was to secure for his State 
the pre-emption theso lands, for the purpose of enabling her 
to carry on the important works now in progress, to which he 
had just referred. No individual right of pre-emption could vert 
in these lands; and as the Stale was under a heavy debt for 
eurrying on her works, ho had hoped that there would be no ob- 
jection to herobtaining the privilege by which nobody would be 
injured. 
should know at an early day what they were to expect. 
If Chey were to bave this grant, they ought to know it in 
time to make their arrangements, before the working seaeon 
commences,anu ifthey were notto have it, it was equally impor- 
tant toihem to knew it in time to laok out for other resources. 
This was the principal reason why he could not accede to the 
gentleman from Mississippi's request to: committee ‘the memo- 
rial witheut instructions, for by that course they might not get 
adirect vote. untit the season for commencing ‘work had gone 
by, He had no other object in view than that of a Senator 
who was serving his State, feebly perhaps, but with his best 
abilities. Ho, therefore, could not consent to the modification 
of the motion, and asked for the yeas and nays on the question. 

The yeas aud uays were accerdingly ordered, 

Mr. KING was fully aware of the zeal with which the Sena- 
tor from Indiana (Mr. Tiron) advoented the interests of the 
State he represented; but he thought that, on this occasion, the 
Senator manifested more zeal in favor of a case which conld 
not be sustained than was usnaj. ‘The Committee on Public 
Lands, which was as well corstituled a committee as any in the 
Senate, had given this subject a thorough examination, and had 
reported againstit. What then did the S nator from Indiana 
propose? Aftera full examination of the subject, and a report 


rly fe 


“against it, he arked the Senate to sendit to another committee 


to which it did not properly belong, with instructions to report 
in favor of jt, Was not this asking rather too much from the 
Senate when its members had had no opportunity of being in- 
formed of the mèrits of the case? It was not only an unusual 
case, but is nót consistent with reason and justice. He would 
not enter into an examination of the comparative justice of the 
claims of the new States for grants of land for internal improve- 
ments, He knew that Indiana had received a great dea} from 
the Government, and he admitted that she had expended it, not 
only to her advantage, butto that of the Union. Butasta any 
increased vaine given to the public Jands through which her 
improvements passed, he presumed that it was pretty much 
like whatit was elsewhere, and that the Jands when sold had nut 
brought more than the minignim price. : 

Mr. K. thought that they should not, without examination, 

ake large nis to the States, The Treasury wanted money, 
and the lands should be sold. The Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Cay) said that he. would prefer giving the pre-emption 
io these jands to the State instead of giving it to ifdividuals; 


“by settlements around them, 
“ask three or Tour dollars.an acre. Now he (Mr. K> would not. 


It was all important that bis State, and the people | 


iven to them 
Anda dense population, he would 


bargain in that way with on of the States of this Union: ` Th 
said he, we give the labda to the State, let us give them Hbe- 
rally. He had more: feeling towards ‘t nfortunate settlers 
on the public lands than’ We Senator fr Kéatucky. He 
appreciated the menis-of the pew. States; whose works of 
internal improvement were giving value to the public domain, 
yet he had strong feelings for the settlers. They. were the 
men who bad performed the labor, whose hatd hands had-felled 
the trees, and cleared the. forest, and brought the wilderness 
mto cultivation; and tic. Would not hesitate to-sive them the 
prefererice over a State io poe oe ee 

“My. K. said, in conclusion, ‘that he was for first discharging 
the Committee'on ‘Public Lands fiom the further consideration 
of the memorial, and'then the question inight subsequently be 
taken on reference toanother committee.” "9s 

Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from Indiana a further 
modification, to which he thought both parties might asseht, to 
wit: thatthe said comtnittee he instracted to report a bill grant- 
ing to the States all'thé unsurveyed lands within their limits 
covered by water, It was well known that large portions of 
land in same of the States were at times covered with water to 
an immense extent, Which the Government officers had reported 
as not worth the cost of survey. Tf these lands were ceded to 
the States in which they lid it might be attended with the most 
beneficial results. Those inundated Jands were a’ curse to the 
States; they were the very hotbeds of discage, generating that 
dreadful malaria so fatal in its influence upon the surrounding 
country. Hall such were given to the States, at Jeast such as 
were deomed, unworthy the cost of survey, they might be re- 
ctaimod, so as to provont the ‘ill effects usually arising from 
them. ` $ z 

Mr, DAVIS said he thought that we were now ina fair way 
of driving a bargain iy relation to “public. lands.’ One State 
wants the lands for purposes of carrying on internal improve- 
ment, while another aske for tiem. that she may be allowed to 
reclaim such as the Government deem worthless: Before he 
could vote for ceding such lands to the States where they Jie, 
he should like to have all the necessary information before 
him, Mr, D. said he had some oxperience in these matters 
yena ago. “When in the other branch ‘of the Legislature, he 
jad introduced a plan by which the States bad. given” to.them, 
for canals and other improvements, each alternate section where 
the improvements were.’ The committee had judged, and he 
thought wisely, that if the improvements were- what. they 
ought to be, cach alvernaté section Would be worth the whole; 
and he was glad to find that his early impressions were correct. 
What he should like to know, however, was, whether the 
Government or individuals had received the benefit. Had we 
not, by careless legislation on this subject, given individuals 
license to go on and avail themselves of all the benefits of 
thase improvements? Lino one else did, he would himself 
introduce a resolution requiring the Committee on the Public 
Lands to inquive iuto and report’ on the matter. ` The question. 
now was, whether we should give the State of Indiana the lands 
ov her improvements at the minimum price; and for that he 
was not prepared to vote just now. He wanted further in- 
formation before he would feel justified in giving his vote. He 
must be allowed to say that he did not consider the remarka of 
the Senator from Alabama as at all applicable to him. 

Mr CLAY of Kentucky said he would repeat what he had 
said in relation to those people who had gene on the public 
Janda, and they might make the most-of it, “He had denounced 
all persons who had gone on the public lands without the au- 
thority of law as intruders and tregpaésers ôn the public do- 
main”? That was what he said, and what he still maintained ; 
and in relation tothe Miami reserve, he would’go for the State 
against all those persons, “oe oe o0 uo ne! 

My. LINN expressed hinveelf determined ‘to -batite for his 
amendment: thero: was ficulsy inascertaining the quantity 
of Jand. © All had beon returned <on the plots surveyed, and a 
gentleman from: MissoutP had: mad ost’ elabetato'and- elo. 
quent report onthe very subject; oné.among the most able and 
comprehensive document, he would say that had ever emana- 
ted trom any source. at public officers had reported these 
a worth the cost of surveying, Congress would be giving 
very little. ; ; AA ` 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the whole subject was 
then laid on the table. a À 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the“ members of 
the bar of Columbus, Mississippi, requesting the establishment 
of a district court for the northern part of the State; and in fur- 
therance of that object, submitted: a resolution referring the 
subject to the Cor mittee on the Judiciary. 5 a 

Mr. TIPTON moved to postponethe previous orders, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill: fer the continuance of the Cum- 
berland road; and, after a debate, in which Messrs. TIPTON 
BMITH of Indiana, WRIGHT, LINN, ROBINSON, and 
YOUNG took part, the question was taken, and decided in the 
hegative—yeas 21, nays 21, as follows, the VICE-PRESIDENT 
giving the casting vole against the motion, : 

YEAS—-Messra. Allen, Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Critten: 
den, Davis, Fulton, Knight, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, White and Young—21, v 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Wiliams, 
and Wright-—21, k 

Mr, WEBSTER moved to take np the resolution submitted 
by him some days since at the instance of the Hon. Mr. Rue 
SLES, as follows: i E > 
: Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire fhto the 
subject-matter of the letter of the Hon. Jon Ruaeres, of the 
13th inst. to a member of the Senate, which waè laid: before the 
Senate this day. DU LASAT EE “ 

The motion having been agreed to, and ile résolution being 
before the Senate, s Saa SNES Ey 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend it:by the insertion of the 


` usual words “and that the committes He authotized to send for 
> persons and papers. - x 


This motion was agreed ta; when i $ 
_ Mr. CALHOUN moved furtherto amend: the resolution by 
inserting the words “and to:inguire into othersimilar charges;)? 
and this amendment having been also agreed to, 3 
_ The Senate proceeded to. ballot for a committee of five, when 
x appeared that: Messrs: WHITE, “DAVIS, WEBSTER, 
STRANGE. and TALLMADGE were chosen. 

Mr. STRANGE then ‘asked to be excused som serving on 


the committee. In the first place, he said that possibly some 
information might be demanded from him by the committee; 
secondly, he had had conversationson the subject withthe mem. 
ber, supposed te be implicated; and lastly he boarded with that 
member in the same mess. 

n taking the vote, Mr. STRANGE was excused. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked to be excused on the ground that his 
engagements would not permit him to serve; and he also was 
excused. ` 

Mr. DAVIS asked to be excused from serving on the plea of 
having more business to attend to in the committees of the Se- 
nate, than he could well perform; but on taking the vote, the 
Senate refused to excuse him—yeas 15, nays 17. ? 

The two members who had recived the next highest number 
of ballots, Messrs. Youna and CRITTENDEN -were then declared 
to be members of the committee; in place of Messrs, STRANGE 
and Wessrsr, excused. The committee therefore coûsists of 
Messrs, Waits, [chairman,] Davis, TALLMApex, Yorna, and 


CRITTENDEN. 
ORDER OF THE DAY: f 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken up as the or- 
der of the day; but 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimating a wish to address the Senate 
on the subject, and stating his inability vo go on then from in- 
disposition, j 

Mr. WRIGHT said that he was perfectly willing to pass the 
bill by informally, and go on with some other business. This 
heing agreed to by general consent, 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the bill for the continuation of 
the Cumberland roadin the States of Indiana, Hlinois, and Mis- 
souri, was taken up. z 

Mr NORVELL’submitted the following amendment, and 
moved to lay the bill on the table, and print the amendment. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be” 


granted to each of the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Michigan, a quantity of public land. lying within 
their respective limits, equal to the number of acres which have 
heen granted by Congress to the State of Ohio, for purposes of 
internal improvement; and that there shall be granted to each 
of the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Alabama, a quanty of land, 
lying within their respective limits; which, with that which has 
been heretofore granted by Congress to those States respective- 
lv, for purposes of intermal improvement, shall equal the num- 
ber of acres granted by Congress to the said State of Ohio, for 
the like purposes of internai improvement; to be selected insuch 
manner as the Legislatures thereof shall direct, and located in 
parcels conformably to sectional divisions and subdivisions, of 
not less than three hundred and twenty acresin any one loca- 
tion, on any public land subject to entry at private sale; which 
said locations may be made at anytime within five years after 
the lands of the United States in said States, respectively, shall 
have been surveyed and offered at public sale according to ex- 
isting laws. ` 

Buc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the lands herein 
granted to the States above named shall nat be disposed of ata 
price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, until 
otherwise directed by a law of the United States; and the nett 
proceeds of the sales of said lands shall be faithfully applied to 
objects of iuternal improvement within the States aforesaid, 
respectively, namely: roads, bridges, and canals, and improve- 
ment of water-courses, and draining swamps; and such roads, 
canals, bridges, and water-courses, when made or improved, 
shall free for the transportation of the United States mail and 
mumitions of war, and for the passage of their troops, without 
the payment of any toll whatever. 

At the request of Mr. TIPTON, Mr. NORVELL temporarily 
withdrew his motion to lay. the bill on the table; and 

Mr. TIPTON, after some remarks, called for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which were ordered. i i 

Mr. NORVELL then renewed his motion, and the question 
ne taken and decided in the negative—yeas 18, nays 19, as fol- 
Ows: > 

YEAS-~-Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Fut 
ton, Hubbard, Kinz, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, Roane, Walker, Wall, and Wil- 
liamgs—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Critten- 
den, Grundy, Knight, Merrick, Morris, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
Webhster, White, and Young-—19. i , 

Mr. NORVELL then moved to postpone the further conside- 
ration ofthe bill till to-morrow. The amendment, he said, was 
a very important one, and one that properly ought to be tacked 
to the bill. It was a kindred subject also; and by moving to, 
attach it to the bill, he wished to learn whether the treasures of 
this Government were to be monopolised by two or three 
States only. He did not, however, wish to go into this part of 
the subject at this time. Ali that he wanted was for the Senate 
to extend the usual courtesy to his motion. , 

Mr. BENTON said the Dill before him wasan old acquaint- 
ance: He had been familiar with it as long as he had been in 
public life, and had always voted against any proposition to 
amend it, uaching any matter noi exclusively pertaining 
itself, r as the amendment of the Senator trom Michi- 
gan (Mr. ELL) went, he was entirely in favor of it; and if 
the Senator would introduce a bill to that effect, he would give 
it his mest hearty coneurrence. Asan amendment to the bill 
before them, however, he held it to he an incumbrance, and cal- 
culated to embarrass its passage. It had related to nothing but 
the road for the last twenty years: it never had any other matter 
appended to it. The appropriations asked were for that object, 
and that alone. . TEER s . 

Mr, NORVELL replied that the distinguished Senator from 


& 


Missouri was an old member, and the subject was therefore en- Ji. 


tirely familiar to him. The subject was also familiar to him 
(Mr. N.) but not to the same extent. He asked for a postpone- 
ment bui for one day, for the purpose of having his amendment 
printed, and laid before the members of the Senate, which was 
a request he had never seen denied. The bill proposed, in the 
present. embarrassed state of the Treasury, an appropriation 
in money of upwards of a million of dollars for one or two 
States only, and here was an amendment which measured out 
something like equal justice to others of the States, and he was 
even denied a hearing on it.. Now this did not appear to him to 
be either courteous or correct; but it was for the Senate to de- 
cide the question, andto them he would leave it without further 
remarks ? - ae . 

My. SEVIER opposed the amèndmmnt: was against acting on 
it without the necessary surveys arid estimates were furnished. 
He had some little acquaintance with this bill himself, though 
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not so long as the Senator from Missouri, because he had not 
been so iong in public life: Buthe hadalways seen that when 
any specific object was in view, that surveys were made, and 
the estimates furnished. The question was, shall we embark 
in itor not? If is was considered beneficial ina national point 
of view, like the motion before us, and an appropriation was 
made, it was generally. considered that we were bound to go on 
with it, and the appropriations were made from time to time; 


but in the case of the amendment, we were asked to attach it to ` H 


a bill belonging to an exclusive abject, without surveys, esti- 
mates, or any thing to guide us in our research. He appealed 
to. the Senator not to embarrass the bill, by insisting upon his 
amendment. Mr. &. said he had no objection that the Senator 
should obtain what he could for purposes of internal improve- 
ments, and we all had, he presumed, the same object in view; 
and he (Mr. S.) certainly would not be very nice about getting 


| all he could for hisown State. He had objected to the amend- 


ment of the Senator, not because he was opposed to the princi- 
ples of the amendment, but because it sought to attach to the 
bill before them, which had one specific object in view, crude 
and undigested subjects, that might prove fatal to its passage. 

Mr. KING could not but admire the exceeding liberality of 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas. The gentleman went 
for appropriation after appropriation foc roads in, Arkansas, be- 
cause he said they were “roads commenced and not cem- 
pleted.” Weappropriated the other day, said Mr. K, for roads 
in Arkansas, and they were called military roads, because they 
lead to a temporary garrison, which the Secretary of War may 
abandon athispleasure. But, continued Mr. K, when we tried 
to get a small appropriation for a military road in Alabama, ‘on 


“which twenty thousand dollars had been expended, we could 


not get it either on the plea of its having been commenced and 
not completed, or of its being a military road. We were told, 
said he, that it was altogether unconstitutional; that when the 
appropriation was first made it was rightly done, because the 
road was in the Indian country, but that now the Jndian title 
wasextinguished, the State of Alabama must make-the road 
herself. He then tried to get the road ontof the two per cent. 
fund belonging to his State, but this appropriation of a few 


thousand was refused, on the ground that the two per cent. fund’ 
was to he reserved for making roads leading to the State, and | 


this was within it 

Now where was the evidence that this Cumberland road in 
the State of Illinois, fer which the bill appropriated $300,000, 
was now commenced? Have you not heard the difficulty which 
sprung up this morning between the Senators from Missouri 
and Illinois, as to the location of the road? Was ita road com- 
menced when they did not know where it was to be? Because 
that was calied the Cumberland road, and was commenced 
from the two per cent. fund, gentlemen seemed to be forgetting 
all constitutional scruples with regard tit. But how much 
beyond the two percent. fund had been expended on it? At 
least ten timesas much. There never was so extravagant an 
expenditure of the public money, as had been made on some 
parts of this road, and such a road as some considerable por- 
tion of it was not to be seen in any country. Several years 
ago, when the Senator from Kentucky took part in the debate 
on this road bill, he showed that it was not possible to construct 
an important part of it, without such an expense that ought 
not to he thought ef. He showed conclusively, from the na- 
ture of the soil, and the scarcity and dearness of materials, that 
it would involve an expense that ought not to be encountered. 
The Senate, therefore, limited the apprepriation to the opening 
of the road. Now they were called on tor these heavy appro- 
priations, without knowing where this road wasto go, or what 
further expenses it would involve 


.... Whether it was inthe end to go-to Texas, or across the 


Rocky Mountains, and terminate at the mouth of the Columbia 
river, they did not yet know. He had looked at this Cumber. 
land road for many years. It was an old offender against the 
Constitution and law of the Jand; so much so, that gentlemen 
who supported it had no means to satisfy their constitutional 
scruples but hy putting a direct fraud in the bill. A clause in 
the bill declared that the appropriation was to be paid out of 
the two per cent. reserved tor making roads to these States, 
when it was notorious that every dollar ofthis fund had been long 
ago exhausted, and that there would not be another dollar of it 
for a hundred years to come. He was sorry that he was obliged 
to treat the subjectin this manner; but the proposition of his 
friend from Michigan, (Mr. Norv.) so reasonable and so just 
in itself, having been met at the outset with such strenuous 
objections, he thought it right to inquire into the propriety of 
continuing the bounty of the Government to two or three 
States, and refusing it to others, who had received nothing. 
With his ideas of the constitutional principle involved, he was 
compelled.to announee at once that he should vote against this 
bill; but yet he wished to see an amendment made to it, which 
would be doing something like equal justice. The original ob- 
ject in view was to get across the mountains; and when that 
was done, it ought not to have gone farther. 

Mr. WALKER was glad to find that the Senator from Ala- 
bama had taken up the subject. It was not in that State alone 
that the two percent. fund had been drained. not for making 
roads in the State, but leading to the State. When the two 
States of Alabama and Mississippi wanted an appropriation for 
internal improvement, it was voted down in the Senate, and 
now Wwe see (said Mr. W.) two or three States, that have re- 
ceived donations of millions of acres for purposes of internal 
improvement, calling upon an exhausted Treasury for a mil- 
lion of dollars, which we should have to borrow.” He wished 
the Senate to look at the enormity ofsuch a measure, and the 
prejudicial bearing it would nave upon the whole Confederacy. 
The people of Aiton and St. Louis were quarreling about the 
point at which the road should pass, and by and by we should 
have the same disputes about passing Texas or the Rocky 
Mountains. If the Senate did not check it nów, it would never 
stop. - Mr. W. contended that the bili contained an open fraud 
on its face, by attempting to show that the money was to be re- 
paid from the two per cent. fund, which, according to a re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury, was less than half a 
milion of dollars, and would never exceed one million and a 
half; and yet we had already appropriated seven millions on 
this two per. cent. and now one more was asked for, making 
eight millions, to be refunded owt of a fund that never could do 
it. The bill was a palpable fraud upon the. very face of the 
documents, and yst we were. called upon to vote for it.’ The 


system, said Mr. W. if carried out, would be partial and unjust | 


in ail its bearings; it was not a national object, but was for the 
benefit, at mo of three or four States, for which his constitu- 
ents were taxed from year to year, and the money taken out of 
their poekets. Mr, W. said it was partial, iniquitous, and un- 
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just, and he, for one, would never see injustice or inequality 
prevail without lifting his voice ‘against them. Bi 

Mr. SMIFE of Indiana said this. was the old opposition re- 
newed with: dable zeal. ‘The gentlemen from Alabama 
and Mississi à opposed the bill on constitutional grounds, 
andits friends had no tight, therefore, to expect their support. 
His views were directly the reverse of theirs, and he should 
feel himsclf bound to’ vote forit. Mr. S. said he concurreden- 
tirely with the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benron,) that the, 
bill showd stand on its own bottom, and not have any thing ex: 
trancous attached to it. He had not examined the amendment 
offered by the Senator from. Michigan, and would not, there- 
fore, be considered as opposing it on.its merits, but simply be- 
cause it embraced objects new in themselves, and in no“ wise 
connected with the plain and simple matter before them. If, 
whenever the Senator from Michigan shouldsee fit to introduce 
a bill relaung to any important improvement in his State, 
that Senator would always find him willing to'give the measure 
his cordial support; and he hoped the amendment. would be 
Withdrawn, and that the bill would not be further postponed. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that when he was.up before, he had 
no idea of a discussion on the merits of the Cumberland - road. 
He had given his reasons why the Senator from Michigan shouid 
net press his amendment at this time, and the Senator from Al 
abana, in replying to the remarks he made, referred he hoped 
not ironically, to his exceeding liberality. He could say with 
sincerity that there was no Senator whose good opinion he was 
more desirous of retaining than that of the Senator from Ala- 
bama, and he had always relied on him as the best authority for 
the construction of the rules and the order of proceeding in the 
Senate. The Senator, in the course.of hisremarks, had brought 
up the old subject of the Alabama road, and he would, therefore, 
inquire why that measure had not before this been brought be- 
fore the Senate in the proper form. Neither the Senator him- 
self, nor his colleague, nor the Alabama delegation in the other 
‘House, had ever thought of bringing it up except in the manner 
just done to embarrass the bill before them. ` 

Now, he asked the Senator if this was consistent with libe- 
rality? The Senators from Mississippi and Alabama talked 
much about the two per cent. fund, and, with a commendable 
zeal in favor of the interests of their own States, complained 
that they could not have roads out of it within their States. 
But where was the hardship of ‘the case? It was a bargain, 
and no one had a right to complain of it. Again, the. Senator 
said that the insertion of a clause in the Cumberland Road bill, 
that the appropriations were to be reimbursed out of the two 

er cent, fund, was a palpable fraud, because the fund kas been 
ong ago expended; and it, therefore, never can be reimbursed. 
He would ask his brother Jackson men how this clause came 
to hein the bill?’ We had voted against it, and it was struck out; 
but, on the bill being sent to the other House, it was ascer- 
tained that it would be vetoed without the clause; and it was, 
therefore, putin there by way of amendment; and, coming back 
to the Senate, passed through, notwithstanding the constitutional 
scruples of gentlemen who had before voted against it, General 
Jackson, the great Apollo of the South, required it to hold the 
States to their bargain, and it was put in to remove his consti- 
tutional scruples and to sooth the consciences of his friends. 
To say, therefore, that this clause was a palpable fraud, game 
with a bad grace from gentlemen on that side, when it was put 
in to satisfy their constitutional scruples: He would ask the 
Senator if the clause was not struck out, and again inserted m 
the way he had stated? ; 

(Mr. Kine: The gentleman will find my vote against it 
however, ] s 

Mr. SEVIER continued. The gentleman from Alabama an’ 
nounced his constitutional objections to the. bil, and that he 
should vote against itin any event; why, therefore, did. hein- 
sist on tackmg this amendment to it? He, was surprised that 
the Senator, who was so particular in his adhering to rules 
anıl established customs, should be willing to bring in an ap- 
propriation of the importance of that in the amendment, with- 
out estimates, without surveys, and without any information 
whatever on the subject. Suppose (said Mr. S.) we pass the 
bill with thisamendment. Jt will go the other House and be 
spopped there, because that body never will pass an appropria- : 
tion, without having the estimates, and all other necessary in- 
formation before them. And more: the President who professes 
to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor will veto the biti, 
becauseit contains new objects, and then we shall have no 
Cumberland road at ail; As to borrowing money, which was 
so much dreaded by the. Senator from Mississippi, he saw 
nothing so very alarming init. Wehad borrowed money be- 
fore, and if it was fora proper object, there would be no harm 
in borrowing it again, : i 

Mr. NORVELL saidit was a little extraordinary to him that 
the Senator from Arkansas should talk about surveys and esti- 
mates, and old and new roads, yhen the proposition was not for 
the construction of a read, but for a grant of land to ce rtain of 
the new States for the purposes of internal improvement, who 
had hitherto received nothing of the kind—a grant which had 
been made several times before. .When he made the proposi- 
tion to amend the biH, it was done in good faith; and, if the 
amendment prevailed, he should vote for the bill, provided the 
clause about reimbursement was stricken out. But he could 
not, consistently with his ideas ‘of justice, vote for it without 
the amendment. . 

Mr. YOUNG was against the adoption of the amendment. 
The course pursued by gentlemen was of a very extraordinary 
nature—a kind of dog and manger policy. Because they-conld 
not get what they wanted, they’ would vote against the bill. 
Such a proceeding was suicidal, g The whole country had been 
more or less benefited by the Cumberland road, and’ he hoped 
gentiemen would not now seek to embarrass or defeat it. 

The little dispute about the point: of crossing, between the 
people of Alton and £t. Louis, had been adverted to as a source 
of objection ; but in his opinion that had no connection with the 
matter before the Senate,and could at any time be adjusted by 
the people of their respective States, without trouble, Mr. Y. 
contended that the measure was one. of peculiar Benefit, in 
which a great portien of the States were interested, and spoke 
of the wide extended prairies of the West, through which ‘the 
roads were at times. almost impassable. Mr. ¥. concluded his 
remarks by expressii¢ an earnest wish that gentlemen would 
not pursue a policy so unwise and so illiberal. 

Mx. WALKER replied that there could be no more just 
graundsfor voting against an appropriation than ause it wag 
unequal.. if the appropriation was for the benefit of the whole 
Union, it would be a diferent affair; but it was rather unreason. 
able for twenty-three States io be told that they are wanting in 
liberality and public spirit, because they vote againeta monop- 


oly, In other words, that, notwithstanding this monopoly ex 
ets, they should be asked to tax their constituents and take the 
money out of their pockets for the purpose of perpetrating this 
system of monopoly, was asking more of these States than they 
could reasonably be expected to grent. 

After some remarks from Mr. MORRIS, 

At the suggestion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, the amendment 
was ordered to he printed, and 

‘The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
'Trorspay, February 22, 1838. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the bill in relation to the neu- 
trality be made the special order at one o'clock every day till 
disposed of; but the vote being ayes 70, noes 23, no quorum— 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House: but 

Mr. HOWARD modified his motion by limiting it to one 
o'clock this day, remarking that a quorum was obviously pre- 
sent; which was agreed to. 4 

The first business in order was the consideration of the Se- 
nate bill providing for the legal adjudication and settlement of 
the claims for land under granits of the Baron Bastrop and others 
in Louisiana, and of sundry persons in Arkansas, reported 
yesterday from the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana had moved the recommitment 
of the bill to the same committee, with instructions to report 
some bill to settle these claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana now moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 


Mr. PICKENS moved to commit it to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 

After some remarks, from Messrs. JOHNSON, HARLAN, 
PICKENS, REED, MERCER, CHAMBERS, BOON, LAW. 
LER, and LOOMIS, 

Mr. TOLAND. moved to recommit the. bill back to the Com: 
mittee on Private Land Claims, with instructions to make a 
written report upon the sudject, with a view of ascertaining the 
opinions of tiat committee on the subject. 

After some further remarks by My. PICKENS, . 

The original motion, to commit to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow, was agreed to-—-86 to 45. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Commissioner on Pensions, transmitting the papers in sup 
port of the claim of Benjamin Durfee. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, referred to the 
Comittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, ow leave, Jaid on the table an amend 
ment he proposed to submit to the bill providing for the support 
of the West Point Academy, when said bilt should come up 
for consideration; which was ordered to be printed, 

š NEUTRAL, RELATIONS. 

The house then took up the special order, being the “Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An actin addition to the act. fur the 
punishmentof certain crimes agatnst the United States, and to 
ropen! the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 20th of April, 

The qùenrion pending wason agreeing to the modified amend- 
ment of Mr. LOOMIS, to the first section of the bill, which was 
reconsidered on yesterday, as stated before in the Globe, 

Mr. ‘TOUCBRY said it bad been objected that the fourth article 
of the Constitution of the United States came into conflict with 
this bill as to the right of seizure. He apprehended, however, 
that there was no foundation for this objection, aa, in his opinion, 
the fourth article applicd inerely to general search warrants, 
and had no application to the kind of seizures referred to in this 
bill. He supposed tho case of an embargo Jaw being passed, 
would any one doubt that the officers of the Government would 
havea right to seize vessels about to violate that law. Again: 
m the case.af goods about to be smuggled, would there be any 
doubt of the right of Government olticers to seize the goods. 
This was his idea in relation to this article of the Constitution of 
the United States os this subject. But he must protest against 
this amendment which had been introduced by the gentleman 
fram New York, and which was now under consideration, be- 
cause he lnokéd upon it as being utterly repugnant to every 
principle of our Government, and to all our institutions. 

The Courtigution of the United States declares thatthe right 
of the people to bear army shall remain inviolate. | Then how 
does this amendment apply to the case? and how are the peo- 
ple to be secured in their vightto. bear arma, if this amendment 
passed. Why, if this amendment was adopted, any citizen of 
the United States who might be found with: arm. or munitions 
of war in hig possession, and he expressed an in:ention of using 
them in carrying on hostilidiesin a cofteroinons country, he is 
guilty of a high crime by your Jaw, and snbjecc to fine and im- 
prisonment. Not only this, batifhe has any wagon, vessel, or 
vehicle of any description, and he says he is going to use those 
vehicles in carrying on any war in. a conterminous ferritory, 
they are liable to seizure, and the person is liable to a fine of 
33,000, and imprisonment for three years. 

‘These wero the principles of this amendment, and these 
were principles which he entirely detested and abborred, and he 
protested against this kind of legislation. Further than this, 
the amendment under consideration would apply in a most 
odious manner to persons emigrating from this country to a 
country conterminous with our country... If a citizen of this 
country should attempt to pass fiom tbis.country to Mexico 
or Texas, and hostility should be going on, there, he might have 
his property seized, and himself fined and imprisoned under 


the provisions of this section, as it,waa proposed now to amend | 


it. Further than this, every citizen of the United States on the 
frontier who might have arms or ammunition in his posses 
sion, and might express an intention of using them in the prose- 
cation of hostilities in a conterminous country, be would be 
subject to the penaliies provided in this section. | 

Again: if Mexico should invade Texas, and a citizen of Texas 
in this country should attempt to go home to his own country 
to defend hisown soil, he would be subject to the penalties of 
this bill, and thrown into jail. -If on the other hand, Texas 
should invade Mexico, and any. citizen from Mexico should at- 
tempt to go from this country te defend his country, he would 
be held lahte to fine and imprisonment. Again: if any Canadian 
or any subject of the King of Great Britain, who might he in 
this country, should aitempt to go home while hostilities were 
going on there, he wonld be subject to the penalties here’im- 
posed. He contended, ifthis-bill was passed, as it was attempt- 


ed toumend it, and it was attempted to carry ont its provisions, | 


that it would involve us in interminable difficulties 

The act, of 1818, in his opinion, went far enough, and as 
far as any act ought to go, and he. would not consent to. go. be- 
yond the principle contained in that law, and. the principles 
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wader which we had acted, without being involved in dif 
ties, for the last half century. -The hill ofthe Senate-wasdrawn 


up with an eye to these principles, and so far as it went hawas- 


willing to go, but no further. That bil was framed with great 
caution and wisdom, and he hoped there might be found a. ma- 
jority of the House who would be willing to unite upon thebe- 
nate bill, and pass it. Furthermore, he hoped itmight be passed 
to-day, and the subject-be disposed of as there were other mat 
ters of great moment which it was necessary tò have acted up- 
on speedily. There was a bill with regard to the abatement of 
suits brought by and against the late Bank of the United States, 
which it was all important shouli be passed before the- fourth 
of March nex. ` . x 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed. both the amondwent submit- 


ted by the gentleman from New York and the origival bill, as + 


a measure entirely improper to be adopted by this country. 
By the provisions of this bl, he expected that, in case of dill. 
cules between Mexico and Texas, the citizens of the. West 
might be prohibited from trading in horses and muleg ae well 
as arms and ammunition, with the people of Texas or Mexico, 
It might also preventemigration from the. South and West to 
those countries, or itmay prevent emigration. from the United 
States to Canada, Suppose a party ofa hundred families going 
from the Westto Texas, of course they would take their rifles 
and ammunition with them. Then, if your United States 
olficer met them, and asked them what use they were geing to 
make of the arms they were taking with them, and they said 
they would use them to carry on a war with Mexico, in cuse their 
rights were invaded, they would be subject to arrest and im- 
prisoument by this bill, : 

dt was nothing more nor less than a bill to trammel trade and 
commoree, and he hoped every gentleman who was in favor of 
& free tade upon the principles laid down in the laws ofna- 
Gons, would oppose it. -Ne maintained that it was the right 
of the citizens of the United States to carry on a trado with any 
country that hada war raging within her borders; and he main- 
tained further, that if there were two hostile armies at the 
present time In Canada, (the one on the one side of one of their 
great rivers, and the other on the other side,) we had a perfect 
right to trade with both, and furnish both with bread and beef, 
without, in any manner, compromicting our neutrality. This bill 
imposed penalties which were never thought of at any former 
time in our history, lt would impose a penalty on the citizens 
of a foreign country whe might be driven into this country by. 
the stress of circumstances with arms in their hands. Sach 
persons were liable to be seized, fined, and imprisoned, 

Now this was a monstrous principle; and he hoped. never to 


“sve it carried into execution in this county. Suppose tho case 


oftwo European nations being engaged in carrying -on a mari- 
time way, and one of the fleets should be driven Into the harbor 
of New Vork by a superior force. Would you seize that fect, 
and hold the officers and seamen guilty of a high crime, and fine 
andimprison them? He thought not. Tt would be our duty to 
Protect them, whilst in our waters. Again: suppose. a supe- 
rior force at Malden should drive out a part of the inhabitants 
who might be in arms, and those inhabitants of that place 
should take refuge in Detroit; would you seizo upon them} 
hold them guilty ofa high crime, and subject them to a fina 
and imprisonment?, Was this the principle you were about to 
establish? [fit was, ho must say that he utterly detested any 
such principle, 

The British authorities in Canada went upon the principle of 
protection so far that they gave proiection to all our renegado 
slaves who escaped and went within their dominions,-and why 
should we be prevented from giving protection te the oppress: 
ed oftheir people, As this bill had undergone so many phases, 
he hoped thatit might yet undergo a total eclipso, because it 
was a mutsnre which he believed calenlated to do very. great 
injury to the people of this country. He had no idea of mak. 
ug a law of this kind, which was only to apply tẹ conte mi- 
hous countries, and thought ifany bill of the kind was passed, 
that itonght ts be general in its character. With the view of 
texting (his question, whether the House was disposed to legis: 
late solely with reference to conterminous territories, he moved 
to strike out the words “eonterminous with the United States?” 

Mr, ROBETSON inquired of the Chair, whether it would 
now bein order to move to recommit this bil with all the 
amendments to the Committee on Foreign Affara. 

The CHAIR replied thatthis motion would bein order. 

My. ROBERTSON then said that before he made this ino- 
tion, he would beg leave to submit a few remarks to the 
House, for the purpose ofshowing that there was no necessity 
for precipitation, in relation to this bill, if there was-any ne- 
cessity for legistation at all. The crigis he apyreherided had 
passed: yesterday or to-day the great event was to have occur- 
red, which this bill was intended to have prevented, Then, as 
the crisis itself had passed away, why should the House preci- 
pitale itself iuto measures of thiskind, which seemed to him 
tobe uterly repugnant to every principle of constitutional 
liberty. 

Ife would ask if there was any member of the House prepar- 
ed to give his vote on this bill to-day, coupled, as it. was, with 
some eight or len amendments, some of which have just been 
Jaid upon the tables of members, and without knowing how 
the bill will read if any of these amendments be adopted? He 
thonght it would be proper that this bill should go back to the 

Committee on Foreign Afjairs,in order that they might make 
it more conformable to the views oi the majority of the 
House, if it was intended that it should pass at all; but he be- 
lieved that no legislation was necessary upon this question. 
He believed the law of S18 was amply sufficient for the pre- 
gent occasion, and that there was no danger of war, aud there 
would be no cause of complaint from Great Britain in case we 
refused to legislate further on the subject. 

He referred to the provisions of the act of 1818, and showed 
that it provided for the prevention of all military expeditions 
against any country with which we might be at peace. He-also 
contended that the power proposed to he invested in officers of 
the United States was too great. and dangerous to the liberties 
ofthe people, He had no idea of having the President or (he 
Secretary of the Treasury directing their subordinate officers 
lo violate the rights of the citizens. Mr. R. addressed the 
House at scene length in support of the position he had taken; 
and concluded by moving that the bill and amendments be ye- 
comnnitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. REED was in favor of recoromifting for one purpose, at 
least, thatof amending the bill, and especially that part of it 
providing for seizures. we oe ea 

Mr. HAYNES had objected several days ago to the-reconi- 
mitment of the bill, or rather its commitment to the committee 
on the Union, and his opposition arose from the very strong 


doubts upon his mind whether any time would he gained or 


gaved, nor did he now believe any economy of time would be 


stha rasnit at present, for he believed they were-as well qualified 
“and ag well prepared to discuss it, and to bring it to some deter. 


mination, pro or con, then as after another reference: When 
reported back, it would ‘still be subject to the same embartass- 
ment, with reference to the various: propositions to amend, as 
it was now, and he was, therefore, opposed to the motion to rè- 
commit, ; ` ae 

Mr. HOWARD said if he thought it possible that, the com: 
mittee could he governed by the opinions of the Houseé;-so'as to 
frame the bill acceptable to. ig -he would cheerfully accede to 
its recommitnent; but those.opinions could not de ascertained 
unless tho House voted on some: of the amendments, Moré- 
over, the commities ‘had reported. precisely what gentlemen 
said they-would, viz: a distinct meusure; and, unless the House 
would take a vote on some of the propositions, ‘the Committee 
on Foreign. Affairs could not possibly ascertain the wishes of the 


Honee. . 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the mover to change the proe 
posed committee to that on the Judiciary. i f i 

Mr. ROBERTSON thought the: subject so properly: within 
the sphere of the Committes on Foreign Affairs that he could 
net vary his motion. 

Mr. PATTON could see no possible good to be gained by. re- 
committing the bill, and urged the House either to adopt or re. 
ject some of the amendments. $ 

Mr. BELE said.that the Executive power having asked for 
more power, the refusal to grant it would, or. might, lead the 
borderers to infer that Congress was indisposed. to restrain 
thom, and would encourage them in acts of violation. In this 
way the House might goon debating till they found themselves 
brought to the issue of voting actually for or against a war. 
Ho was In favor of passing some measure, and he was not 
very particular as to the details. Mr. B, then moved to com- 
mit the bill to a Committee of the Whole, with instructions to 
report the following as a substitute, which was the same Mr. 
Eversre had given notice of his intention. to move yesterday, 
in the following moditied form : 

Strike out all after the enacting clayse, and insert: 

That if any person, after the Presidovt of the. United States 
shall have, by his proclamation, declared that. an insurrection, 
or hostilities exist, or that there is imminent: danger. thereof, 
within the territory, or dominions.ofany foreign State or colony 
conterminous with the United: States, with: which the United 
Btates are at peace, shall, within. the United States, or any 
territory belonging to the same, fit-outany vessel. of war,. or 
purchase, procure, or collect any arms ox munitions of war, 
with intent that the same shall be.used or employed in exciting, 
aiding, or carrying on such hostilities within any such foreign 
State or colony, such vessel, arma, und munitions of war shall 
be forfoited ‘to the United States, and shall be liable to be 
seized and proceeded against in the manner provided by law for 
the seizure and condemnation of goods forfeited for being im- 
ported in violation af the revere laws: Provided, ‘That 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any custo- 
mary trade with such foreign State or colony, ' 

Mr. MERCER was not opposed to the object of the bill; but 
ho contended that jt was unnecessary, the existing law being 
sulliciently comprehensive to meet the exigency of the presem 
case, and ample in all ita provisions. 

Mr, WISE said the moditication of the gendeman from Ten- 
nessee presented the bill in its most objectionable form; but he 
Was opposed to every and any extension of the law of 1818, 
Mr. W, then went on to conjrast the course of the Government 
in the case of Canada and that of Texas. In the latter, the vio: 
lations and disregard of our neutral relations with Mexico were 
open and notorious, whereas, in the ease of Canada, they were 
about to anticipate a possible collision, He insisted that the 
ct of 1818, so far from being deficient of power, went further 
than he would go, if auch a measure were proposed to be enact- 
ed now. It provided foy every possible case that could arise, 
andthe President’s excuse ofhis wantof power under it was not 
a valid ono. epee a ob ett case ae Sr aa ene 

Voe bill under consideration proposed to: invest. precisely 
the same Executive arbitrary power upon the President and 
upon his minions too, as the alten act which had been frowned 
down in its day, and condemned by posterity, though the Jatter 
was uimedaguinst aliens endeavoring to embroil this country 
with either France or England, while. the present bill was in- 
tended to punish our. own: eitizens ‘for taking partin a foreign 
collision. Mr. W. then went on at length to. oppose the bi 1 
and declared that nothing could ever-induce him to vote. 

Mr. PATTON, obtained ths floor, but gave way tonumerous 
calls for an adjournment, thongh opposed toit himself; and 

Mr. GRAVES making the motion, it prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. pie ` 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 22, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the preamble and resolutions adopt- 
ed at a meeting ofsundry citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 
opposition to the Sub-Treasury bill, and urging the necessity ` 
of a Nationa) Bank: read, printed, and Jaid on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a communication from the 
the Speaker of the Honse of Representatives of the State of 
New York, enclosing certain resolutions adopted by that body, 
in opposition to the Sub-Treasury bill; which, after some re- 
marks from Mr. T. were read, Jaid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. ; i 

„Mr. MORRIS, from ihe Committee on Pensions, reported a 
bill granting a pension ta Jonathan Crow; and a bill for the re- 
lief of John McLeod; which were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading. j 

„On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Claims waz 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition ‘of 
John Thompson. i PA 

: Mr, LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced abili to purchase the right to use the vapor bath of 
Doctor Boyd Reilly; which was read twice, and’referred to a 
select committee, consisting of five members, to be appointed 
by fhe Chair. y ~ KPE a 

e resolution introduced by Mr. LINN: appropriating the 
circular gallery exclusivel adies, Wi 
agreed Me i 7 y to ladies, was. taken’ up, and 

_ The resolution submitted by Mr. NICHOLAS, directing the 
Committee on Commerce to inquire into the expediency. of 
making an appropriation for a survey ofthe coast of Louisiana 
from the Balize to the mouth of the Sabine, was taken ap., £ 

Mr. KING expressed some-astonishment that this very im- 
portant coast had not been surveyed long since. He spoke of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


its Importance in d Commercial point of view; it was a long 
‘Hine’ of coast, on which smuggling could becarried on to an als 

most indefinite extent. Mr. K. said, when the subject came be- 

fore him, he should cheerfully give it his earliest attention, 

The resolution was accordingly adopted. 

On motion of Mr’ KING, the resolution laid on the table 
some days ago for distributing certain copies of the Land Jaws 
and American State Papers, now inthe hands of the Secretary, 
was taken up, and, after a brief explanation, agreed w, 

The report of the Committee on Finance unfavorable to the 
petition of Theodore Bicknell and George F——, and the report 

of the same comunittee. unfavorable to the petition of Jacob 
Baker, were severally considered and concurred in. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs unfavorable 
to the claim of Caleb Atwater; and 

The report of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims unfa- 
vorable to the petition of William Baily’s heirs, were also 
severally considered and concurred in. ? 

The amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
to amend the charter of the Franklin Insurance Company, were 
considered and agreed to. ; 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered asin Committ e of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and devizees of Dr. Gus- 
aoe Horner, late surgeon’s mate in the army of the Revo- 

ution; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. 
deceased; 

The bill for the relief of John Spitfarrow; 

The bill for the relief of Albion T. Crow; 

The. bill for the relief of Joseph Hall; 

The bill for the retief of the heirs of Lieutenat Wm. Rush- 
worm, deceased, and 

The dill for the relief of the heirs of John Hawkins, de- 
ceased, $ 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

At one o’clock the Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill, asthe order of the day; when 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose, and addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the bill, concluding his speech at near 
three o’clock; when 

The Senate adjourned. 


William, Ramsey, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Faway, Feb. 23, 1833. 

Mr. HOWARD moved a suspension of the. rules, for the 
purpose of proceeding, atone o’clovk, to the considerationZof 
the neutrality bill. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays on this 
motion; which were ordered, and were, yeas 90, nays 38. 
© So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, in behalf of Mr. MURRAY, 
detained from the Mouse by iniisposiuon, presented several 
petitions. 

Mr. LAWLER moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the bill in relation to the Bastrop claims, and to 
refer the same to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Whea this committee was called, 

Mr. PICKENS rose, and said he desired to know of the 
honorable chairman of the Cummittee of Ways and Means if 
the House was to expecta report and bill upon the subject of 
the currency, and upon the regulation and disbursement of the 
public funds; and also. when they were to expect it, and what 
they had to look for on that subject? Mr. P. propounded the 
interrogatnry most respectfully, because the subject was one 
on which the country was deeply and vitally interested, and, 
in his opinion, ought to be met with promptoess, and decided. 


of so much, importance. 
to report early next week, perhaps by Tuesday or Wednesday, 
and would bring in a bill accompanied by a detailed report on 
the subject. 

Mr. C. also took that opportunity to notify the House that, 
ag soon as the appropriation bills were disposed of, he should 
ask it to take up che important and urgent subject embraced in 
the gentleman’s inquiry. 


COMMERCE. g 

Mr. TOLANO reported a bill for the relief of James Sel- 
den. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOM e notice that m a i 
to the frontier wi sposed of, it was his intention, under in- 
structions to that effect from the Judiciary Committee, to ask 
the House to take up and consider the bill to pre xi 
ment of suits in which the late Bank of the United States is a 


party. 


oon as the bill in relation 


MILIPARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. McKAY report enate bill, wich sundry amendments, 
entitled an actto increase the present military establishment 
of the United Siates, and for other purposes. oy 

Mr. McCLELLAN of Tennessee repuried a bill for the relief 
of Danie! Bloom. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. R 

Mi. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill restoring the 
name of Johs Davis to the pension roll, 

‘Also, a bill restoring the name of John Cathron! to the pen- 
sionrol >- 

Mr. EWING re 

Mr. KLINGENS. 
Grist, . : $ oe 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mary Piel ps. 

: INVALID PENSIO 5 , 

Mr. McOLELLAN of New York reported a bill for the relief 
of Olwer Dorsett. ee ats . ? 

Mr. AYCRIGG reported a bill forthe relie! of Captain James 
Hunt. ; 


“ted a bill for the relief of Jacob Beeker. 
MITIH reported a bill for the relief of Jacob 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr LINCOLN. reported a resolution instructing this com- 

mittee'to ingnireinto the expediency of enclosing and planting 

the- public grounds now lying waste betweea Pennsylvania 
avenue and ihe: Potomac river; which was covicurred in. 

"Mr REED asked leave to offer a resolution granting the use 


of the hall to the Congressional Temperance Society on Tues- 
day evening next; objection being made, i 

Mr. R moved a suspension of the rule, and first asked for the 
yeas and nays, but subsequently withdrew the call, and upon a 
count the rules were suspended, 91 to 38. - - 


Mr. BOON asked for the yeas and nays on agretving (0 the re- | 
solution, but they were not ordered, and the resoiittion was 


adopted. : y 
The SPEAKER laid before the Housea communication from 
the Sccretary of War, communicatiog a report from the Com- 


missioner on Pensions, in answer toa resolution of the House : 


in the case of Noel Parker; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. : 
à NEUTRAL RELATIONS. ==- 

The House then took up the special order, being the “Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States, and to 
renea the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 20th of April, 


The question pending was on agreeing to the modified 


amendment of Mr. LOOMIS, to the first section of the bill, 
which was reconsidered, as stated heretofore in the Giobe. 

Mr. ROBERTSON had moved to recommit the bill, and all 
the amendments, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. BELL to 
commit the bill to a Cominittee of thé Whole, with instritctions 
to report the following as a substitute, which was the same Mr. 
Everett had given notice of his intention to move yesterday, 
in the following modified form: 

Strike outall after the enacting clause, and inseri: 

That if any person, after the President of the United States 
shall have, by his proclamation, declared that an insurrection, 
or hostilities exist, or that there is imminent danger thereof, 
within the territory or dominions of any foreign State orcoiony 
conterminous with the United States, with which the United 
States are at peace, shall, within the United States, or- any 
territory belonging to the same, fit out any vessel of war, or 
purchase, procure, or collect any arms or mrunitions of war, 
with intent that the same shall be used or employed in exciting, 
aiding, or carrying on such hostilities within any such foreign 
State or colony, such vessel, arms, and munitions of war shail 
be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be 
seized and proceeded against in the manner provided by law for 
the scizure and condemnation of goods forfeited for being im- 
ported in violation of the revenue laws: Provided, ‘That 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any custo- 
mury trade with such foreign State or colony. 

Mr: PATTON thought the bill and amendments were sufi- 
ciently understood to take the vote upon it, without referring 
it the Committee of the Whole, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Bens.) He thought, therefore, that the 
better plan would be for the Mouse to take the vote, in order io 
see whether the House preferred the original bill or the amend- 
ment under consideration to the ane which had been brought 
to the notice of the body by the gentleman from Varmons (Sir. 
Everett.) This, in his opinion, would be the better course 
to pursue; and then, if the Honse refused to adopi the amend- 
ments proposed by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Loomis) and himself, the amendment of the gentleman from 
Vermont would be next in order, and the House could then 
adopt it in case a majority were satisfied with it. But ag the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. BELI) who had manitestcd a 
disposition to sustain the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the 
enactment of some bill for the purpose of: preserving our nen- 
trality, and asthe gentleman had.shown himself so fayorabiy 
disposed towards the amendment of the gentleman from Ver 
mont, he would undertake to show the gentleman that its pro- 
visions were far more objectionable.than the amendments pro- 
posed by the gentleman from New York and himself. 

That amendment was, by far, more rigorous than the amend 
ment he had alluded to, which the gentleman ‘from Virgivia 
Gar. Wise) hadso much denounced, Both of these amend- 
ments were obuoxious to the constitutional objections which 
had been made by several gentlemen; but the amendment of 
the gentieman from Vermont was by far the most objectionab'e, 
because it made the properly of the citizen irrepleviable nanii 
the matter was litigated upon. Then, by this amendment, the 
property of the innocent citizen may be seized, and held in the 
hands of the Government officer until the question has gone 
through a regular legal trial, without there being any possibi- 
lity of relief for him, Does this recommend the amendment of 
the gentleman from Vermont to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and the gentleman from Virginia Mr. Wis)? Now the only 
new provision whichthe Committee on Foreign Affairs had in- 
troduced, was giving the President power to relieve the pro. 
perty of the citizen when it was, in his opinion, wrongfully 
taken. It wasin the nature of the pardoning power. It was 
giving him power, when he became satisfied that no offence had- 
heen committed by the citizen, to restore the property which 
may have been seized. This was the difference between the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, in connection 
with the amendmentsubmitted by himself aud the amendment. 
ofthe gentleman from Vermont; and it seemed to him that it 
must be apparent to the House that these amendments were 
infinitely more mild than theamendmentof the gentleman from 
Vermont. ; 

With respeet to the argumentof several gentlemen, that this 
pill violated the fourth and fifth amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, he thought it had becn sufficiently 
answered by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr Lecars.) 
But gentlemen had admitted that cases might arise Where war- 
rams might be dispensed with, and when théy admitted. this, 
they, in his opiaion, conceded the whole ground, 

Mr. WISE saidthet he had drawn a distinction with respect 
to seizures merely on suspicion of crime. 

Mr. PATTON knew that many gentlemen had attempted to 
draw nice distinclions, but they were such distinctions as re- 
minded him of the man in the play, who would not te on his 
cravat without due process being issued to that effect from the 
squire. 

The gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Trompsen,) had 
made constitutional objections to this bill, which, it seemed to 
him, were not well founded. 


Mr. THOMPSON explained that the constitutional distinc- i 


tion which. he bad drawn was this: that an arrest might be 
made without a Warrant, butnoseizure of preperty could be 
made without due course of jaw, f 
Mr. PATTON proceeded... Did not the. gentleman perceive 
that the Constitution applied as much to the one case.as ‘the 
other? The provision is, “that no warrants shall issue. but upon 
probable cause, supported by gath or affirmation, and partico- 


197 


larly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized.” There was no such. distinction as the 
gentleman had drawn; and this whole argument had been set te 
rights, as he had before stated, by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. LEGARE.) ae 13 

Mr. P: then replied to che remarks of various gentlemen, with 

regard to the Fixecuiive appointing tools and minions ‘to inter- 
ere with the rights of the citizens, and contended that they had 
-strangely perverted the salutary principles upon which every 
Government must act. What, he asked, was the authority pro- 
posed to be given to the Executive by this bill? It was nothing 
- more nor less than: an authority to direct certain United States 
officers.to.perform certain duties; and if they were insufficient to 
- perform them, to appoint others to aid them.’ Tt was merely 
an authority toappointa set of special constables, to carry inte 
effect the laws. ae 2 N 

: Mr. ROBERTSON would inquire of the gentleman if there 
was any Clause in the Gonstitution which authorized the Presi- 
dent to appoint special constables? a 

Mr. PATTON would reply to his colleague, by asking him 
if there was any thing in the Consitution or laws of Virginia 
to authorize the sheriffs to appoint bailiffs and assistants. He be- 
lieved there was not yet this power is exercised by every sheriff, 
every constable, and hy the watchmen of your cities m the 
night, for the purpose of preserving the peace and order ofso- 
ciety. . This was a power which must necessarily be exercised 
by all officers on particular emergencies, in order to carry into 
execution the laws which were enacted by your Legislative 
bodies. He then replied to his colleague, (Mr. Wisg) with 
respect to the exception which he had taken, relative to thear- 
rest of citizenson suspicion. This was a thing whichin a 
Government like ours every man wasg. subject to. His col- 
league must know that he was now Subject tobe arrested upon 
the oath of the greatest vagabond which might happen to be 
in the land, and all that was in it, was that he would have his 
remedy in damages, ifhe was wrongfully arrested. 3 

Mr. WISE hereagain explained, and begged to call the at- 
tention of his colleague to the distinction between these cases of 
arrest. In the one case, the arrest was made on the oath of an 
individual complaining on behalf of some injury done, or sup- 
posed to be done, to himself, and the matter was taken before a 
judicial officer; but, inthe other, the complaint was made on 
behalfofanother. ‘The person who made the complaint was 
hoth the accuser and the judge in the case. 

Mr. PATTON thought the gentleman’s distinction was a dis- 
tinction withouta difference. The seizure was made under the 
provisions of this bill, by. an Executive officer—by an officer of 
the law. . So that, in both cases, there was an officer of the law 
to take cognizance of the matter. .This whole mattér, he took 
it, was in accordance with the long settled principles of our 
Government from its foundation, and he apprehended that it 
was not so objectionable as many gentlemen imagined. Te 
next replied. to the arguments of his colleague, (Mr. Wise, 
who had denounced this bill as another alien and sedition bill, 
Mr. P. contended that there was no analogy between tho provi- 
sions of this biil and the alien and seditionJaw, and went into 
an examination of the various provisions of thatlaw, in order 
to show that he was correct in what he had stated. 

After some explanatory remarks by Messrs. WISE and RO. 
BERTSON, i 

Mr. PATTON said that he would not go into the*discussion 


. With regard to Mexico and Texas at this time, which had been = 
so frequently brought in while this bill was under ‘discussion. : 


“Sufficient for the day was the evil thereof.” It would-be suffi- 
cient for him to enter into that matter when it was brought fair- 
ly before the House. He did not know whether. there was any 
hostile feeling orí the part of the President towards Mexico, or 
any favorable feeling towards Texas; but he knew there. was 
but little of that feeling prevailing in this House. i 

With regard to the insinuations or imputations. which had 
been thrown out, that this Government pursued one policy 
towards Mexico and another towards Great Britain, he thought 
there was no foundation for it. Fe believed this country had 
never been disposed to disregard the rights of Mexico, and, on 
the other hand, she would not play the part of the truckling 
coward to Great Britain,. He believed this nation would be 
as ready to assert and maintain her rights against a Govern- 
ment of Europeas against any other Government. 

Mr. TAYLOR spoke at some length on the merits of the 
various propositions, A sketch of his remarks will be given, 
from the Reporter’s notes, in to-morrow’s paper. 


Mr. HOWARD said it was necéssary to pass. some measure, 
and that promptly, and he had risen to do what appeared to he 
the wish of many gentlemen of the House forthe last day or 
iwo; and effect some compromise of the various spinions and 
propositions that had been heard’ and submitted. Mr. H. had 
accordingly prepared a proposition, which was read to the 
Youse for information. Jt was in the form of a substitute for 
the whole bill, and was then so moved by Mr. H. 

Tothis Mr. DUNN submitted an amendment, and 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. MARVIN, MAX. 
WELL, FILLMORE, DUNN, McKAY, HAYNES, ROBERT. 
SON, and WISE. : ` 

Mr. BELL modified his motion by accepting. of the amend- 
ment of Mr. Howanp, excepting the proviso. 

Mr. DUNN then renewed his amendment, 5 

After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER and ADAMS, 
SAWYER, 


IN_ SENATE, .. 
> Fripay, February 23, 1824. te 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from sundry citizens. of 
Atlantic county, New Jersey, praying survey. of the inlet of 
Great Egg harbor: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Aliso, @ memorial from Digby Smith, praying that the light- 
houses on the coast may be Nighted on the plan invented by a. 
certain citizen of Great Britain: referred to the Committee cu 
COLLEEN presented a memorial from six hundred citizens 
of Highland county, Ohio, remonstrating against the course 
pursued by the misguided and fanatical zeal of certain of their 
citizens in relation'to abolition petitions. The petitioners pray 
that the. Senate: will not. act in conformity with the wishes of 
these misguided and deluded people, nor interfere in any way 
with the delicate and subsisting rights of the Southern States, 
or the rights ofa similar character subsisting in the District of 
Columbia. They pray, also, that Congress will not heed the 
prayer ofthese fanaties, who now seek to rescind the resolu- 


tions offered by Mr. Calhoun, but that they be suffered to rę 


man on ihe journal as the true interpreters of the great political 
compact: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. NORVE CL presented the petition of Robert Grignon, 

praying the payment ofa sum of maney secured to him by a 
provision ofa treary wich the Menomonee Indians: referred to 
the Committee on Togian Affairs. 
i Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of B. F. Handand G. 
Longstreet, praying compensation for extra services for carry- 
ing the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post. Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from sundry citi- 
zens of Buffalo, New York, praying the construction of a har- 
bor at Milwaukie, Wisconam Territory: referred to the Com- 
inittee on Commerce, 

Me, CALHOUN presented a memorial, which he represent- 
ed asa long and able one, from the citizens of Charleston, 
South Carolina, praying that a navy yard, depot, and dry dock- 
may be constructed at that city: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. Ly i 

Mr. MoKEAN presented five memorials from citizens of Phi- 
lad phia city and county, and one from citizens of Bucks coun, 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the annexation of Tex- 
as to the Union: laid on the table. 

Also, six memorials from citizens of Philadelphia city and 
county, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. SPENCE, from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, reporteda bill to incorporate the Medical Society of the 
city of Washington: ordered to a second reading. 

Me. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Isa- 
bella Wall and others; which was read twice, and referred. 

The following bills were severally read a at time and 

agge 
Ls Bill for the relief of the heirs of John Hawkins, detcased. 

Bill for the relief ofthe heirs of William Russum, deceased. 

Bill for the retief of John Spitfathom. 


Bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor Wiliam Ramsay, / 


deceased, 

Bill for the relief of the devisees and heirs of Dr. Gustavus 
Horner, late surgeon’s mate in the Revolutionary army. 

Bill for the relief of Robert Hickey, of New York, 

Bill for tho relief of Joseph Mall. 

BiN for the relief of Albion 'T, Crow. 

On motion of Mr TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of placing Abram Goble, of Indiana, 
ontha roll of invalid pensioners of the United States, in conse: 
quence of disability, cecasioned by a wound/received by him at 
Fort Montgomery, New York, in the year 1777. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be instructed 
to report to the Benate as follows: 

Ist. The number of acres of land that have been granted for 
all purposes by the General Government to the States of Ohio, 
Tndiana, Ilinois, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Michigan and Arkansas, including the lands granted to them 
while Territories, designating the purpose of the grant, and the 
number ofacres granted to each, 

At, The number of acres of public lands that have been sold 
in each ofthe States aforesaid at public or private sale,and the 
average price praduced by the sale per acre, and the number 
of ac emaining unsold in each at the States aforesaid, in- 
chiding all the lands withir, those States, and designating be- 
tween those lands to which the Indian tide has been extinguish- 
el and those held by the Indians, 

3d. The whole number of acres of public land in the State of 
Indiana that has been sold by the Government and the amount 
received from the sale, 

Mr. NORVELL said he-had no objection to the resolution, 
put would like to so modify it, as to inclnde the quantity soid 
at private sale as well as at action, 

Mr, KING wou'd suggest thatthe resolution be made to 
read at “public and private sale,” the document he thought 
would be rather voluminous, and much of the information, at 
least two-thirds, he helieved might be found in other documents. 

Mr. SMITH said he would assent to any modification de- 
sired by the gentlemen. His object was to have all the infor- 
mation embodied in one document. 

The Committee on Pensions made an unfavorable report on 
the petitions of Andrew Bean, Thomas Cogswell, Nathan 
Grantham, and Alpheus Whetmore. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the report of A. Whetmore was 
ordered to lie oa the table, and the others were severally con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WALKER would have no objection to the resolution, 
but that every particle of the information would be found in the 
documentsalready before the Senate. ‘The utor fron Judi- 
ana would find a large portion of it in a detailed report made 
by the Commissioner of the Land Onice. He could, therefore, 
see no necessity for its being furnished again; on the contrary, 
there would be amanifest. impropriety in calling on the De- 
partmentagain. 

My. SMITH of Indiana said he was not aware that the infor- 
mation had been furnished; he would, therefore, Jet the resolu- 
tion Jie for the present, until he could examine for himself. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to take up the Senate bill for the re- 
Hef of Robert McCauley; which heing assented to, Mr. H. said 
farther legislation on the bill was unnecessary, as the claim had 
been allowed and paid by the Third Audiior, He would, 
therefore, move its indefinite postponement; which was 
agree to. 

The bill to provide for the issuing patents for certain lands at 
Green Bay, Wisconsin Territory, was read a second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to authorize an examination and teat of Samuel 
Ten s salfactiug double safety valve, was read a second time, 
when 

Mr. DAVIS said that the Senate had already passed and sent 
to the other House a bill for a general examination into this 
matter, which, he contended, would embrace this as well as any” 
ether case wor thy of observation. 

Mr. TIPTON -called for the reading of the report which ac- 
companied the bill, which having been read by the Secretary, 
Mr. T. said. wanld explain all that was necessary in relation io 
the subject. The great destruction of life and property had, 
in his opinion, made it the duty of Gaverunient.to do something 
to prevent a recurrence of such sad disasters. The cornmittee 
were of opinion that Congress could do nothing better than to 
patronize an invention. which scientificand practical men had 
recommended. In reporting the present bill, Mr. T. said, the 
committee had done what was considered a duty, and that duty 


P mittseon Roads and Canals, 


being discharged, he was satisfied for the subject. to take any 
course which the Senate might see fit. By the. provisions of 
the bill, the invention would have to be tested, and its utility 
ascertained, by an authorized experiment, under the sanction of 
Government. 

Mr. DAVIS said he did not rise with a view to disparage 
the invention; bnt he would submit to gentlemen if this ma~ 
chine were really what it purported to be, aud what was claim. 
ed for itin the language of the report just read, whether there 
would be any necessity to pass the bill? But if he understood 
the business, it was matter of doubt even to the inventor who 
had asked an appropriation to test the principle, and whether 
it could be advantageously applied or not. Mr. D. said there 
had been another plan before the Senate, from an indfvidual, to 
accomplish the same purpose, but by different means, that 
was considered so important thatthe whole subject matter was 
referred to a select committee; which, after being carefully in- 
vestigated, was considered of so equivocal and doubtful a cha- 
racter, that the committee did not feel warranted in making an 
appropriation, though the scheme was also recommended by 
scientific and learned men. FE there was ahy degree of certain- 
ty in the matter, practical men would soon perceive ifs utility,- 
andit would become almost immediately adopted, and brought 
into general use. 

Mr. D. said so desirable bad it been thought to do something 
to prevent, if possible, all similar calamities’ to those which 
had lately been witnessed from such causes, that a bill had 
passed that body, in whieh prov. ision had been made, autho- 
rizing the President to appointa board of examiners, to con- 
sist of two scientific gentlemen, and one practical mechanic, 
versed in building, or constructing steam boilers, whose duty it 
was made to receive all such inventions as might he submitted 
to them, and report on their utility or practicability. That bill 
then would embrace this case as well as others. The Com- 
he had no doubt, acted from the 
Dest impulses in produeing thé bil; but he was still of opinion, 
that the wiser course would be, to let this invention be sub 
miued with the others. H the appropriations were not large 
enongh to test it fairly, they might be increased; and with this 
view of the subject, he ‘had moved to lay the billon the table, 

‘The bill was accordingly Jaid on the table. 

The bills for the relief of Nathan Peter, and William Adama, 
deceased, and for the relief of the owners of the brig Despatch 
and cargo, were severally read, and ordered to be engrossed for 


a third reading. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken up, when Mr, 
BROWN rose and addressed the Senate unul four o’ctock ; 
when 

The Senate then went into Executive business, and soon after 
adjourned over until Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, February 24, 1888 

Mr. LAWLER, on leave, laid on the table certain joint reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Alabama: 

Reports from standing committees were then called for. 

COMMITTEE ON GOMNERCR. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON reported the folowing resolution; 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the Ifouse of Representatives 
crue 2000 copies of the survey and chart of the harbor of Ia- 
vre deGrace and mouth of Strquehanna river, and head wa- 

ters of the Chesapeake Bay, communicated to the House on the 
Alof February, 1837, from the War Department, to be litho- 
sraphed ona reduced scale, for the use of the House. 

PURLIC LANDS. 

Mr. LINCOLN reported a bill to anthorize the sale of cer- 
tain public lands of the United States near the Wabash and 
Erie canal, in the State of Ohio. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, i 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill for the relief of 
Captain Robert Lownds. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a pili jor the relief of Charles 
Risley. 


GRANT OF SCHOOL LANDS. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the resoln- 
tion submitted some time since by Mr. Jounson of Maryland, 
for the appointment of a select committee of one from each 
State to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill: granting 
to each State a certain qnanuty of public lands, for purposes of 
education. 

Mr. J. modified his proposition, and addressed (he House till 
the expiration of the morning hour, when his remarks were 
cut oll, 

The SPEAKER laid before the Honse a cotamunication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a report in relation to 
st. Helena bar, witha view to building a light-house or light- 
houses; which, on motion of Mr WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
ransmitting a statement of the amount of lands ceded by the 
Shawnee Indians; which, on motion of the same gentleman, 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. 
aside. 


HOWARD, the regular orders were set 


NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the Nentrality 
Bill, the question under consideration being on the following 
substitute of Mr. HOWARD: 

“Phat the severa} collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and 
inspectors of the customs, the marshals and deputy marshals of 
the United States, and every other officer who may be specially 
empowered for ‘the purpose by the President of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively, authorized 

and required to seize and detain any vessel or other means or 
materials which may be provided or prepared for any military 
expedition or enterprise contrary to the sixth section of the act 
passed on the twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and eighteen, 
entitled “An act in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States, and to repeal the acts 
therein mentioned, » and retain possession of the same until 
the decision of the President be had thereon, or until the same 
shal} be released, as herein after directed. 

“Sue, 2 And be it further enacted, That when any person 
may conceive himself to be rieved by the acts efany person 
authorized by this act ta make seizure asaforesaid, he may file 
his petition before the district court of the district wherein the 
seizure was made, (which court is pereby authorized and em- 
powered to hear and decide upon the ease) Stating Me facts; 


ny i and ereupon aher due Hoho Aran ia cic IE a Orain, thereupon; after. due notice given to the district attorney, 
and to the person making said seizure, the said court shall sum- 
marily hear and adjudge 1 thereupon, as law and justice may re- 


_ quire; and if said court shall decide that;-the said property so 


seized had been provided or prepared contrary to the:provisions 
of the sixth section ofsaid act, then the same shall be detained 
by the officer so seizing said property until the President shall 
order it to be restored to the owner or claimant; but if the deci- 
sion of said court shall be in‘favor of the owner or claimant, said. 
property shali immediately be restored.” ` 

The question immediately pending was on the following 
amendment, asan additional section, submitted by Mr. DUNN 
of Indiana: 

‘Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the du- 
ty of the officer making such seizure, with due diligence, to 
make application tosome judge of the circtit or district court 
of the United States for a warrant to justify the detention of the 
property so seized; which warrant shall be granted: only on 
prooi, on cath or affirmation, to the satisfaction of such judge, 
showin, z goad cause to suspect that the property so seized is 
intended to be used for the unlawful purpose alorcsaid And 
if said judge shall refuse to issue.such warrant, or application 
therefor shall not be made by the officer making such seizure, 
within a reasonable time thereafter, the sald property shall be 
forthwith restored to the owner thereof,” j 

In offering this amendment, 

Mr. DUNN said that the object of the bill was to authorize a 
seizure of the property specified. without first making affida- 
vits and obtaining a warrant; and the propriety of auch seizure. 
is maintained on the ground that the delay consequent in the 


‘procuring of the warrant, would enable the parties implicated 


to remove the property beyond reach, Without expressing any 
opinion whether the emergency afthe case would justify the 
departure proposed from the usual course of proeceding, he 
must say that if it did so. justify the sefcure it afforded no Justi: 
fication Jor a detention of the property aħerwards, without the 
usual formatities of the law being complied with. 

As the bill came from the Senate, the owner could only obtain 
possession of his property by giving ‘bond and aceurity, or by 
obtaining the consent of the President of the United States for 
its return. ‘The amendment offered this morning by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Howarp,) had given him another 
remedy; and that was the right to a summary hearing, on a de- 

mand of restoration before a judge, But the burthen ofthis pro- 
cceding fell upon the injured party. He was compelled to seek 
the judge, whose attendance he had no power to command | He 
had to give notice to the United States Officers. In many in- 
stances, this might be highly inconvenient, and great delay 
arise, especially Whon the property of persons living at a dis- 
tance should betaken. He was, therefore, disposed to go a lit- 
Ue further; and if it was thought necessary for the public good 
to relax the stricmess of the law as at present established, in 
the first instance, to permit the seizure, he would require that 
the usual requisitions and forms of Jaw should be complied 
with as soon thereafter as possible. ‘The necessity that is sup- 
posed to justify a seizure without warrant, docs not apply to 
tho detention without warrant; and he would impose this bur- 
then of procuring the sanction of the law for the detention of 
the property, upon the persons making the seizure; making it 
his duty forthwith to make out such a case before a judge as 
would have authorized the issue of the warrant in the rst 
instance, and the detention of the property under it; and if he 
failed to do so, that the property should be immediately re- 
stored. This would not deprive the owner of any remedy he 
now had, or which it was pro osed to give him, but would be 
an additional safeguard over the rights and property of the citi- 

zen. He therefore proposed the amendment to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Now.arp.) 

Mr. HOWARD said he had understood the gentleman from 
Tennessee, on yesterday, as moving his-amendment as a sub- 
stitute for.the two first sections of the bill, and leave the re- 
mainder of the bill as it now stands. 

Mr. BELL replied, that his motion was to substitute his 
amendment for the whole bill; but if it would meet the views 
of a majority of the House, he might hereafter modify his 
amendment to meet the suggestions of the gendeman from 
Maryland. 

My. CROCKETT said he did not rise with a view to enter 
at large into the discussion of this measure, Dut simply to call 
the attention of the House to the great mass of business before 
it, and to entreat and implore the Mouse to bring the discussion 
of this subject to a close, and come to some decision upon it one 
way oranother. Sir, (said Mr. C.) almost three months of the 
session have already passed away, and what have we done? 
Almost half the session has passed away, and we have done 
nothing. We have not as yel, sir, acted upon a single measure 
of public importance. We have already spent a ‘week ox ten 
days in the discussion of this measure, and, judging from 
appearances, it seems that there is but little hope of reaching 
any conclusion in any short time. Sir, I protest against the 
course pursued by gentlemen in this discussion, and must 
express my unqualified dissent from the course taken by some 
of my friends in the course of the debate. It seems to me, sit 
that gentlemen have involved themselves in rather an awkward 

recicament and in almost ridiculous inconsistencies. 

Lhe revolution in Texas had been repeatedly referred to, 
and the late Administration had been denounced in the must 
unmeasured terms for having failed to enforce the laws, and 
our obligations of neutrality, with Mexico; and when’ the 
present [xecative asks for power to do that which they de- 
nounced General Jackson for having failed to do; the measure 
is denounced as arbitrary and tyrannical, and as odious as the 
alien and sedition law, 

Sir, the citizens of the West have been denounced as violators 
ofthe laws, Sir, Lrepel the charge, I have a personal know- 
ledge of the conduct of some of our citizens in relation to the 
revolution in Texas.. J believe, sir, as many of the citizens of 
the district which T have the honor to represent went to the 
assistance of the Texans in their struggle for independence, 
as from any other section of the Union of the same extent; and, 
so far as my knowledge extends, they had violated ne law, but 
had gone there in the exercise of their unquestionable rights 
with a view of becoming citizens of the country. No military 
expedition had been fined out against Mexico—no organized 
miiitary force had gone out from this country to the assistance 
of Texas. But, sir, those who did go, went as private citizens, 
a the exercise of their lawfulrights. And, sir, continued Mr. 

C. however much I may be disposed to censure some other 
measures of the late Administration, Fam bound to say that, in 
relation to this case, the then President did all in his power to 
enforce obedience to the laws of the land and our obligations of 


Heutrality. Did he notissue his orders to althe proper officers. 


< on the southwestern frontier to take Prompt. measures to en- 
force the laws? Buta greatoutcry has been made because” he 
did not issue a proclamation. Iwould like to knew, said Mr. 
C. what good a p roclamation would have done? It would have 
been as idle as i9 “pitch straws against che wind.” A more 
idle, unmeaniag Ceremony. . Sir, [not only believe: the Admi- 
nistration dad its duty, but I believe the people who went to the 
assistance of Texas also did their duty by exercising their rights 
if they felt disposed to do so. Thope our citizens will never 
look with indifference npona people struggling for. civil liber- 
ty; they would merit disgrace if they did, and would not de- 
serve the name of freemen. But, sir, it is far from my wish 
that our citizens should violate the laws and our duties towards 
foreign powers; and I view the existing laws as amply suffi- 
cient to secnre these obligations, if faithfully observed and en- 

forced. I am, therefore, Mr. Speaker, oppesed to the present 
bill, from beginning to end, amendinents and all. 

In conclusion, I will repeat my desire that the House will, in 
the course ol this day at least, come to some decision upon this 
measure, and allow us, at the commencement of the next week, 
to take up the busiuess of the session, aad attend to the duties 
we owe to our Constituents, The country had a right, and I 
believed it to be their duty, to hold us toan account for this 
idle and prodigal waste of the public time. Mr. C. repeated 
that there were many important measures requiring their con- 
sideration, and some local measures in which his own constitu- 
ents felt the deepest interest—measures which had been for 
nine or ten y ears before that House, but had been pressed dawn 
and kept back by measures deemed to be of more general im- 
portance. He trusted, however, that the House would lay 
aside these idle discussiuns, and enter at once upon their duties. 

Mr. WINITTLESEY of Connecticut, most cordially concur- 
red with the gentleman from Tennesse, in the hope that this 
House wouldact speedily upon this bill, so that the otber im- 
portant business which was pressing upon the House might be 
taken up and acted upon. He felt the burthen which was rest- 
ing upon the House, and he had, on yesterday, opposed the sus- 
pension ofthe rule to take up this bill, because he believed that 

the facility with which we obtained a suspension of our rules 
added much to the length of the discussions which we had in 
the ITonse. He knew the great importance of much of the bu- 
siness which wasset aside by this bill, and he trusted that this 
bill would be disposed of to-day, so that we might go on with 
the other business which it was our duty to act upon, 

With regard to the bill under consideration there were two 
questions involved init. ‘Phe first was, is the power proposed 
to be conferred constitutional? The second was, is it expe- 
dient? With regard to the first question, the constitutional power- 
“What are the feainres of the Senate bill which has been desig- 
nated unconstitutional? It is the power to seize and detain pro- 
peny as it has no relation whatever to personal fiberty. Ie 

eld that no man could be deprived of his Hhberty or property 

except by due process of law; and he did not see why it was 

that the law qf arrests had been so frequently quoted on this 
~ Question, as this matter had no relation to it. 

He jaid down the principle that no property coul:l be seized 
but, by due process of law, and this was the ground taken by 
many gentlemen who had opposed this bill. But the seizures 
which were to be made pale? the provisions of this bill, arose 
out of the peculiar circumstances of the case, and, in his opi- 
nion, were perfectly justifiable, and in pursuance of the princi- 
ples.of law, There had beena great deal said by gentlemen 
about these seizures being made without a warrant, bat he 
would beg leave to say.to genticmen, that if we passed this 
law the lawitself would be the warrant for the seizure, and 
when the the officer of the Government made the seizure, then 
it is done by the authority vested inhim by the law; and there- 
fore seizures made under this law, in case it passed, would be 
as much by authority of law as though they were made under 
a wairant,issucd by a magistrate. He, therefore, come to the 
conclusion that this power, great as it was, was still constitu- 
tional, and that the fourth article of the Constitution had no 
bearing upon this case. 

Then. he next question which arose, was it expedient to pass 
this law, supposing that we have the power? — Certainly we 
should exercise gr power, when gieat emergenties re- 
quived.it. Itv sing a great power to hang a man-— 
to puta man toi ation of the peace of so- 
ciety demanded this be exercised on some occasions. 
Jle believed ti should be conferred on the Presi- 
dent. He was as muchin favor of civil liberty as any gentle. 

man, but going oa the principle that we are the advocates of 
civil Hberty, how caf we better sustain it, than by vepres- 
sing our citlzens from interfering in the affairs of other Go- 
vernments, Will we not by this involve our own Government 
in difficulties, and have a blow struck at civil liberty withia 
our own borders. 

If we wish to adhere to the pri 
per that we sould act justly towards othe j 
prevent our people from interfering in their aair 
say tothe world ihat we are so delicately situated that we dare 
not exercise a power which we woutd call upon other Govern- 
ments to exere if we were differently situated. This law did 
not propose an cst of persons. It was an arrest of proper- 
ty merely which. it contemplated, and he thought. we were do 
agreati iscussing it too much. The pr 
ciple contained in itis recognised in the acts of 1794 and ISIS, 
and our Governn has always.acied under this principle. 

Lf this b sident directed seizures to 


either adopt or rej 


Mr. GARLAND of 9 
gentlemen who hait pre 
too much of the time of the Hoese. _ ted] th: a 
a perfect right, under the Constitution, to pass. & bil of this 
kind; and that the necessicy of the case demanded it at our 

Ep z 
Miho law of 1818, he. contended, was insufficient, and there- 
fore. it'was the duty of the House to pass a law. conferring suf 
ficient power to preserve car newrality. The law of 1818 was 
a penal law; but thislaw was a prevendve law, and he conten. 
ed that the preventive power was (he most efficarious that could 
beexercised. Was he, then, tobe told that you had no preven- 
tive power? - 1050; and iy ‘had no preventive power, it was 
high time you hadsuch a- power: But he contended that you 
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had this power, and that it was an appeadant power growing 
outof the national laws of every Government. 

It had been contended by some gentlemen chat your citizens 
might go on; and enlist and carry ona war in Canada, without 
violating oar neurral relations. It would be, however, in iis 
epinion an anomaly in the history of nations, that, your ciii 
zens could be at war, while your Governnicat was neutral. 
He did not believe in this doctrine, that your citizens could fit 
out expeditions against other Governments on the plea that 
they were going to expatriate themselves. Would it do for a 
company of men to form themselves into a corps, and march 
into an adjoining territory with all the munitions of war about 
them, and say that they were exempt from your laws, because 
they were going to expatriate themselves. 

This doctrine he did not believe would hold good any where. 
If we expected other Governments at any fuinre time to pre- 
serve a neutrality with us, Wemust now enforce the laws upon 
our own citizens, and compel them to preserve our neutrality. 
Mr. G, proceeded at.some length to reply to the remarks of his 
colleague, (Mr. Wxss,) and others who had spoken against the 
bill, and concluded by expressing the hope that the House 
would speedily adopt some bill having,in view the preservation 
of our neutral relations. 

Mr. RENCHER addressed the House briefly, contending that 
the law of 18/8 was sufficient to provide a remedy. for all cases 
which might occur on our northern or north western frontier. 

Mr. HALSTEAD gave his opinion, that the law of 1818 was 
defective, butnotso much so as to require a very forcible mea- 
sure now to beenacted; a slight amendment to that act was all 
that was necessary. ' 

Mr. TOUCEY entered into a brief review of the original bill 
as it came from the Senate and the pending amendments, and 
expressed a hope that the sense of the. House would be taken 
without any further discussion. 

Mr. PETRIKEN then rose and said, Mr. Speaker, I have 
waited patiently for-five or six days, hoping each day that the 
speech-makers would get as tired making speeches as we who 
do not make speeches are of hearing them, bul seeing no pro- 
bability of having my hopes realized, 1 shall, with a.view to 
put astop tothis debate, if possible, moye the previous ques- 
tion. k 

The CHAIR explained, that the main question, if ordered, 
would be on the Senate’s bill as amended, by limiting-its ope- 

ration to 1540, : 

Upon taking the count by tellers, the division was—ayces 64, 
noes 43, no quorum 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a call of the House: lost. 

The question being again taken on seconding ihe demand for 
the previous question, it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 
83, noes 51, and the main question was ordered without 2 count. 

My, FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and were—yeas 76, nays 8. 

So the bill was rejected. i 

Mr. Pa'PCON moved to reconsider the vote by which this 
bill had been rejected. He remarked that almost every nan 
who had participated m the discussion, and had avowe | his 
wish to pass some measure to resirain our citizens from 
mitting acts of aggression upon a friendly power, had been 
found opposing the original bill by the vote just taken, aad 
voting with those opposed to any measure at all. 

Mr. TILTINGHAST expressed a hope that. the motion 
would prevail, so that the House might adopt some ofthe other 
proposons, ` 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and nays; but they 
were not ordered. ` 

Mr. CUAMBERS of Kentucky suggested to Mr. PATTON, 
as the House was very thin, to withdraw his motion, and give 
notice of it, which would bring it up on Monday; but Mr. P. 
declined. 

The motion prevailed without a division; and the vote being 
reconsidered, the bill was again before the House, with all the 
amendments cut off. 

Mr. HOWAKD tken submitted a substitute similar to thatof 
Mr. BIELL?S. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved to refer the hill, and the v 
propositionsto amend, tothe Committee on the Judiciary. . 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to refer them to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. $ 

Mr. BOON made a few remarks on the extraordinary delay 
this bili had produced, and expressed his intention of voting 
against it in any andevery shape in which it could be presented, 
amendments and all. 

The first motion was briefly advocated by Mr. BIDDLE, 
when it was disagreed to—ayes 51, noes not counted, aad the 
second motion prevailing—ayes 85. 

So the bill was again recommitted to the Committee on Fc- 
reign Affairs. : 

Nr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that on Monday next, he 
should frorn necessity be compelled, alter petitions had been 
presented, toask the House to go on with the appropriation 
ils, in consequence of the pressing condition ofthe public ser- 
vice, particularity the army. 

The CILATR laid before the House a communication from the 
ry ofthe Treasury, transmitting a statement of the Con- 
tracts made by the Treasury Department during the year 1227, 
in the constuction of Jight-houses and similar works; which 
was laid on the table, 

On motion, The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Moxpay, February 26, 1838. 
DEATH OF THE HON, JONATHAN CILLEY. 

As sonn as the journal was read, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD rose and addressed the House as follows’: 

Mr. &peAxer: An event has cccurred since our last adjourn- 
ment, which has spread a deep gloom over this community, and 
deprived this body of one of its most valuable members. I 
allude, sir, tothe death of my late colleague, the Hon. JONA- 
Cun.ey, which, it is my painful duty to announce, took 
plaice on Saturday last near this. city. One hour we saw him 
i i Mfe, standing m the midst of us in all the pride and vigor 
ext. a helpless, inanimate corpse. It is-a 

st melancholy and heart-rending in all its circum. 

ian (of which, however. this is not the occasion to speak, ) 
and briegs home to ovr-minds, with peculiar emphasis fhe trite 
but solemn truth, that “in the midst of life we are in death.” | 

My deceased colleagué was a man of uncommon talenis.. His 
mind was strong, vigorous, well stored, and. well disciplined. 
He had, moreover, that indomitable spirit of perseverance in all 
the pursuits of an elevated and: hgnorable-ambition, which 


vions 
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would not rest satisfied with low attainments. Fe par- 
took largely, too, of that fearless patriotism. of his ancesiors, 
which made them “pour out their blood like water,” in the 
war of the Revolution, and which also displayed itself in the 
brave and chivalrous conduct of an only brother during the 
laie war. | 

Tis fellow-citizens had often elected him to. places of ‘honor 
and trust in the State of his adoption, and had now given him a 
seat among the Representatives of the nation;—among us, who 
are now spared to deplore his abrupt and tragical removal: 
Though he had not long been a. member of this body, he had 
established an enviable and an enduring reputation. His ready 
powers of debate, his warm and fervid eloquence, his manly 
bearing towards opponents, and courteous demeanor to all, will 
be readily acknowledged, and long remembered, by the members 
of this House. ae : ` 

That his sudden and melancholy death will produce a deep 
sensationia Maine, and indeed througliout-the whole country, 
no one can doubt: but the annwneiation of the dreadful fact 
to the partner of his bosom, sitting in the. midst of the young 
pledges of their mutual affection, little dreaming of the blow 
that awaits her, it is shecking to contemplate, No one can 
think of it but with feelings of the most poignant and heartfelt 
grief’ May “He who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,” 
and who “will not break the bruised reed,” give her that con- 
solation and support which she needs, and which.no earthly 
power can give, - 

With this briefand imperfect announcement, I beg leave to 
submit thé following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the members of this House will attend the 
funeral of JONATHAN CILLEY, deceased, late a member of the 
House from the State of Maine, at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

Resolved, That'a committee be appointed to take order for 
superintending the funeral of JONATHAN CILLEY, deceased. 

Resolved, Thatthe members and officers of this House wili 
testify their respect for the memory of JONATHAN CILLEY, by 


. Wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 
The House then adjourned ull 12 o’clock to morrow. 


».. IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 26, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 
22d instant, directing him to communicate the report of E. anit 
G, W. Blunt, of New York, relative to the construction and 
improvement of light-houses, stating that no such communica- 
tion had been received at hig office, norat the office of the 
Fisth Auditor. - 

Also, a report from the same, transmitting, in compliance 
with the provisions of the acts for the establishment of the 
Treasury, War, and Navy Departments, alist of contracts en- 
tered into for the year 18837: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be priated. 

Also, a report from the War Department, transmitting, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, a map of the mili- 
tary road from Saginaw to Mackinaw; which, on motion of 
Mr. LYON, was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TROTTER presentedthe memorial of the Legislature of 
Mississippi, praying Congress to ratify and confirm certain pre- 
emption claims under the act of June, 1834: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, : . a 

Mr. SMITI of Indiana presented a memorial, signed by 
seventy-four of the members of the General Assembly of the 
State of Ohio, praying Congress to appropriate a portion of the 
public funds in a subscription for a part of the capital stock of 
the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal Company, incorpo- 
rated by the State of Indiana, to construct a canal around the 
falls of Ohio, on (he Indiana side, of sufficient capacity to pass 
steamboats of the largest size. 

Mr. S. said he had before had the honor to introduce memo 
tials, numerously signed by the business men of Wheeling and 
Cincinnati, on this subject. Those memorials had been printed 
and referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. He (Mr. 
S.) would only say, on the present occasion, that the great 
importance of the measure was admitted and felt by the whoie 
western country. 

On motion of Mr. S. the memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roadsand Canals. : ` 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented the memorial óf the in- 
habitants of township. three, range nine west of IIunisviile, 
Alabama, representing that the 16th section, reserved for 
schools, in that township is sterile and unproductive, and pray- 
ing a grant of other lands in lieu of the same; which was re. 
feferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of sundry inhabitants 
of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to take measures to 
prevent the re-issue of the notes of the old Bank of the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial ofa large number 
of citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to establish a dry 
dock at that place, and sciting forth strong reasons why such 
an establishment should exist there: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Afiairs, A 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, |. : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
cause to be prepared and communicated to the Senate, tables 
of the rates of exchange, foreign and domestic, and of the price 
dfbank notes at different periods, from such materials as are in 
the Department, and such others as can be conveniently pro- 
cured. : 

On motion of Mr. WALL. the Senate took up and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, the. bill for the establishment of 
a port of entry at Jersey City; and, after brief explanations from 
Messrs. WALL and KING, it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third:ealing. 3 

A roessage was received from the House of Representatives, 
hy Mr. Fesseney, their Clerk, annonncing the death of the 
lion. Jonataan Crztry, a member of that House from the 
State of Maine, and stating that the funeral Would take place 
franrthe-hall of tte House to-morrow at 12 0’clock, 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose and addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mz. -Presipenr: I came into the Senate ths morning, ex- 
hausted and overwhelmed, to perform. the melancholy duty of 
announcing to you and to the Senate of the United States the 
sudden and lamented death of my friend and colleague, the 
Hon. JonatHan Ciney, a Representative from Maine in the 
Congress of the United States. g 
~ Atthejast adjourament of the Senate, Mr. Cryer was in 


; Ith, foll of hape a 

useful in asserting and vindicating the violated rights of his 
State, aud ofdistiuguishing himself in the great questions which 
now so deeply agitate the pablic mind; fell of zeal and ardent 
patriotism, and of devotion to the great cause of human liberty 
and of human rights, he considered that a crisis had arisen when 
his country hada tight to clain the services of her sons. Ie 
obeyed the call of his constituents, relinquishing the enjoyments 
of the domestic circle of a wife.and three children. He is now a 
lifeless corpse ; all his hopes are blasted and destroyed, and his 
constituents are deprived of the services of an able and faithful 
representative, J 

Mr. Ciruey wasa native of New Hampshire, and belonged to 
one of the most aneient and respectable families in that State. 
Patrionsm an:l bravery were his inheritance. His grandfather 
was the distinguished patriot and brave officer of the Revolu- 
tion, General Crnuxy ; and his brother, Captain JOSEPA CILLEY, 
was the gallant leader of the heroic charge under Colonel Min- 
LER, atthe battle of Bridgewater Heights, in the last war. 

The deceased was a graduate of Bowdoin College, in Maine, 
and by his superior talents and application attamed a high 
standing at the bar in that State. He was a good lawyer, an able 
advocate, and a powerful debater. á 

From early lite Mr. CiLueY was ardently attached to the 
principles of free government; a zealous advocate of the rights 
of the whole people, and a determined opponent of the claim 
of the fev to tyrannize aver the many. 

To 1332, Mv, Couey was elected to the Honse of Representa- 
tives in. Maine, andin 1835 and 1836 was Speaker of that body, 
where his talents and love of country became so conspicuous, 
that in 1837 he was elected to Congress in adistrict in which 
the majority were his political opponents, 

OF his conduct here I need not speak, for all who hear me, 
and all who knew Mr. Cinrey in the other end of the Ca pital, 
will bear testimony to his ability, to his open, frank, and deter. 
mined course, to (he high order of his talents ani Powers as a 
debater, and to the respect and deference he paid to the rights 
of others. 

Asa man, Mr. Cinney was warm, ardent, generons, noble; 
as a friend, tr faithful, abiding. He was in the meridian or 
his life, age the past was the eamest of Ue futnre, 

ln his death Maine has lost one of her brightest ornaments, 
and the nation is bereft of a devoted patriot and an ardent, zea 
lons supporter of ita free institutions. 

The sao which set npon the lifeless corpse of my late friend 
an.tcoteague, rose bright and cheering upon his distant fireside 


circle, and the wife of his bosom blessed its gladsome beams, 
and told her innocent children that it brought the return oftheir 
father one day nearer. 

Alas! nor wife nor children shall see him more. Who 
shall now penetrate that bereaved mansion, and witness the 
tears, the agony, the distraction of the widow and the fatherless? 
Mr. President, I cannot, May the Father of all mercios be 
their comforter and their support. 

Ofthe cause and manner of the death of Mr, Cintuy, | for. 
bear to speak; but allow me to say, that itis my solemn con- 
viction that he entertained no. ill will, and intended no disre- 
spect, to Mr. Graves, in any thing that ocemred; and that in 
accepting the call, he did nothing more than he believed ingis 
pensable, to avoid disgrace to himself, to his family, and to his 
constituents, 

Mv. WILLIAMS then submitted the following resolutions, 
whieh were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved unanimously, Tht the Senate 
funeral of the Hon. Jonatian CILLEY, late 
the House of Representatives, from the 
hour of welve o’clock to morrow, and as a testimony of respect 
far the memory of the deceased, they will go into mourning, by 
Wearing crape rennd the left arm for thirty days, 7 

And, as an additional mark of respect to the mnemory of the 
deceased, ` i 

Resolved, That the Senate do now adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


will attend, the 
K a member of 
State of Maine, at the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspay, February 27, 1833, 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment, at12 o'clock, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral obsequies of the Hon. 
JONATHAN CILLEY, late a Representative Congress from the 
State of Maine. k 

The committee of arrangements, pall-bearers, and mourners, 
attended at the late residence of the deceased, at Nr. Birty’s, 
at LI o’clock, a, m. at which time the remains were removed, 
in charge of the committee of arrangements, attended by the 
MergcanCat-arms of the House of Representatives, to the Hall, 
where the funeral service was performed by the Rev, Mr, Str. 
err, and the discourse preached by the Rev. Mr. RELSE. 

The funeral procession then moved from the Hall of the 
House of Representatives to the place of imiermeit, in the fol- 
lowing order: 


The Chaplains of both [fouses, 
Committee of Arrangements, viz. 
Mr. Evans, of Maine, 
Mr. Acirpeton, of N. H. Mr. Carrs, of Va. 
Mr. Connor, of N. C. Mr. Jonnson, of Ta. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Obio, Mr. Finimors, of N. Y., 
Pall Bearers, viz: 
Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, Mr. CAMPBELL, of S. C. 
Mr. Wirtrams, of N. JE. Mr. Wurre, of Indiana, 
Mr. Oori, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Maar, of Alahana. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the House of Representatives and Senators 
from Maine, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at arms ofthe House of Representatives. 


The fonse of Representatives, preceded by their Speaker - 


and Clerk. 

The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate. Caan 

The Senate of the United States, preceded by the Vice President 
and their Secretary. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and its officers. 
: Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, February 27, 1838. 
The Senate assembled at 12 e’clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment; and after the journal was read, 


d expectation of making himself 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WHITE rose and 


curred in, . poke ; 2 
The Senate adjourned unti? to-morrow, at 12 oeclock. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Waonespay, Fob. 28; 1838, 
DEATH OF HON. JONATHAN CILLEY. 
As soon as the journal was read— y 
Mr. FAIRFIELD rose, 
resolution: 


House. 
Resolved, 


the House. 
Mv. BULL rose and objected. Mr. 
whatever was dove in this matter, 


coolly on the subject. 
Mr, FAIRFIELD moved a suspension of the rule. 


dered, and were—yeas 113, nays 31, as follows: 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, 
Calhoun, 
Cushman, Davies, Deberry, De 
Evans, Everett, Fairfield, R. Pletcher, Fry, Gallup, 


mond, Hastings, Haynes, Henry, 


Morris, Calvary Mo 
Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Prentiss, 
den, Randolph, Reed, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, 
Rassell, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Slade, Suith, 
cer, Stuart, Stratton, Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey. 
_tove r, Weeks, Albort s. White, Elisha Whiitlesey, 
T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell, and Yorke—1 13.. : 
NAYS~—Mesers, Bell, John Calhoon, William B. Cam bell, 
William B, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Cranston, Daw- 
son, Ewing, James Garland, James Graham, Harlan, Harper, 


M. Mason, Samson Mason, McKennan, Mitchell, Robertson, 
Sergennt, Shields, Snyder, Southgate, Taliaferro, John White, 
Sherrod Wiliama Jos, L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
jiams—3i. 

[Mr. Fusronerof Vermont came to his seat just as the Clerk, 
in calling the yeas and nays upon the above motion, had passed 
his name. Mr. F. requested the privilege of recording his 
name apon the mation pending, as, by the rules of the House, 
he could not withont unanimous consent. Objection being 
made, the request was denied.] 

So the rules were suspended, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD rose and said: ‘ 

Mr. President: entermining the views and feelings which 
Ido entertain in regard to the awful wagedy. in which 
certain members of this House lately participated, 1 could not 


refrain from offering the resolutions which have just been 
read, Sir, if had held back, and refused to move in this affair, 
“the vaiee of my brather’s blood would cry to me from the 
ground.” My late colleague and friend has been shot down 
and deprived of life in a manner, and ander circumstances, 
that seem to me most imperiously to demand an investiga- 
tion. It is due tothe surviving family and friends of the de- 
ceased, that we should take’ cognizance of this affair: it is 
due to ourselves, to our conntry, to humanity, and to God: 
and Í tryst that vo member will: shrink from the high and 
solemn responsibility thus cast upon him. Bat, aside from 
the peculiar circumstances of this case, and our peculiar du 


tunity is presented, which every good man should Le quick 
to improve, for assailing the barbarous and inhuman prac- 
tice of dueHing—a practice which dees violence to the laws 
of God, to the best feelings of our own nature, and to the 
dictates of reason—-a practice which is entirely behind, and 
unworthy ef the age of civilization in which we live, and 
which should unite the earnest and faithful efforts of every 
friend to his species for its extermination. 

Under the circumstances of this case, however, the de- 
ceased being my friend, and my own feelings being deeply 
and strongly excited, F feel that there would be a propriety 
in the Speaker's departing trom the usual rule, by omitting to 
place me upon the committee; and F accordingly make that re- 
quest. 

i Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON said he had voted against the suspen- 
sion of the rale to introduce these resolutions, because, on hear- 
ing them read, he camie to the conclusion that no good could 
result from them. No one could feel greater gvief than himself 
atthe calamity which befel the friends of the gentleman whose 
death we aj now mourned, Dus he had voted against bringing 
in these resolations because he did not know what power Con- 
gress had to suppress dueling. Jt was an evil in the state of 
society which made it necessary in some cases for gentlemen 
to resort to this mode of settling personal disputes, and he much 
‘regretted that it was 30; but he did not apprehend that this in- 
quiry was going to coryect the evil, or that any salutary good 
could be effected by this inquiry. As to the particulars ‘in this 
case, if it was desired to obtain them, the morning papers gave 
all the facts and circumstances connected with it; and if it was 
intended to enact an anti-duelling law, he would ask where, un- 
der the Constitution, you obtained the right to enact it. That was 
a matter which which belonged to the States alone, and many of 
them have passed laws on this subject; and, in his opinion, it 
would bea usurpation of power for Congress to undertake to act 
onthissubject. He should vote against this resolution becanac he 
considered that it would be a reflection upon all the parties 
connecied with the unfortunate occurrence alluded to in the re- 
solution. Hedovked upon it as reflecting upon the wiadom and 
the justice of the parties engaged in it. He would ask any 


gentleman ifeither of these parties had been guilty ef any mo- 
ral delinquency, or of any act which would bring him ‘se far 
within the rules and lawsof the House as to justify his expul- 


T | that in order thatthe Senate might 
carry into efèct the resolution adopted yesterday -in relation to’ 
attending the funeral-of the deceased member from Maine, he 
would move that the Senate adjourn; which motion being con- 


and asked leave to offer the following 


Resolved, Thata committee consisting of seven mombors be 
appointed to investigate the causes which ledto the death of the 
Hon, Joxatian CILLEY, late a member of this House, and the 
ciccumstances connected therewith, and report thereon to the 


That said committee have power to gen’ for per- 
sons and papers, and have leave ta sit during the sessions of 


B. said he thought that 
‘ had better be postponed un- 
til the House became more calm, and was able to act more 


Mr. PARKER called for the yeas and nays, whieh were-or- 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Anderson, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, 
Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodbead, Bruyn, W. B. 
Panbreleng, Casey, Clark, Coles, Craig, Crary, 
araf, Damn, Edwards, Ehnore, 
Glascock, 
Goode, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Grennetl, Haley, Hall, Ham- 
Hopkins, Hubley, N. Jones, 
Kligore, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, Martin, Maxwell, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McKim, Milti. 
gan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. 
Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parkes, 
Rari- 
Rives, 
Apen: 
Turney, Van- 
homas 


Hawes, Robt, M. 'T. Hunter, Wm. C, Johnson, Mallory, James 


ties resulting from them, it appears to me that an oppor-' 


sión? -Ifany gentleman would rise in his place;-and’state: that 
either of them had violated the rules af- honer, on done any act 
which would make him an_unfit associate for ihe members of 
this House, he would go as faras any oneto have this inquiry 
instituted; he would vote: not. only for- -cominitvee of in- 
quiry, but he would vote to expel such individual frora the 
House; and he would almost go-to expel lim from off the.fece 
of the-earth. But no such thing had:been. intimated: against 
any member.of the House; and what right have we 0:20 dnto 
this matter? What right have wa tö inquire into the private 
relations of gentlemen?’ What right:have we to: institute our- 
selves into a board of honor .to inquire. into a -matter of this 
kind. He wouid tell gentlemen thatit would-be an unpleasant 
duty to serve ona committee of this kind; and that it would re- 
quire more than ordinary nerve toserve gnit: -He would tell 
them that if this committee was raised it would: be. the occa- 
sion ofmuch strife and difficulty, < Te should not like: to serve 
on such & committee ynless he should prepare himself at once 
for such encounters: He considered it entirely: improper. that 
the House should agitate this question at the present time. 

Mr. PARKER said he regretted that he found himself com- 

elled to difer in opinion from his friend: trom Maryland, (Mr. 
Jounson ;) that he had heard’ from him no good reason ex- 
pressed against the adoption of the resolutions, lt was said 
that Congress had no power to legislate on this subject, and 
that that power was reserved to the States. “Surely, Congress 
hs the power to act in reference to the District of Columbia, 
and it could not be denied that the House of Representatives 
had jurisdiction over its own members. . His friend had said 
that if any member would state on this floor that the unfortu- 
nate transaction had not been conducted according to the rules 
.of the “eode of honor,” he would vote for this resolution. 
Mr. P. said he mado no assertion of that kind. He did not 
profess to be skilled in the nice technicality of those rules, as 
they were understood by some gentlemen here; that with his 
constituents the rules of honor were the rules of law, religion, 
and morality ; but. he wonld say that the transaction referred (a 
Was a violation of the laws of God and. man, and called impe- 
riously upon this House to guard against the recurrence of 
such heart-rending scenes ; and every consideration of duty to 
the public and to ourselves required Prompt ani decisive action. 
His friend had said that the reference of this subject toa com- 
mittee would probably lead to further- collision; anda repetition 
of personal conflict. Mr. P. said he could not believe it: “He. 
had yet to learn that a member of this House: could not on, this 
Hoor, or in coumittes, fearlessly express his opinions, and dis- 
charge hisduty, without fear of a personal attack. He had no 
tears on that subject for himself. 

Here Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland interposed, and mutual 
sas pala ag took place, i 

Ir. P; then proceeded. He admitted that, if the committee , 
were to bo confined to the question whether “ the code of honor” 
had been departed from, personal controversy might grow out 
of it, Gontlemen might well differ in discussing unwritten 
1ules of such cobweb fineness, and about which sir, honorable 
gentemen might well differ in opinion. Sir, that committee 
would look beyond, such limits: they would have in view the 
honor and character of the nation and of this House, and the 
general welfare of the people. ` 

It was gaid punic opinion sanctioned the practice of ducting. 
He thought otherwise; and he was sure it would not be coun 
tenanced in those sections of the country with which he was 
familiar. But if public sentiment tolerated such a practice in 
any part of the. country, it was the move important to. adopt 
such measures on. this, occasion ag would serve to correct it, 
Ue certainly was not disposed to act too hastily. It wag proper 
to refer the matter to a committee. “They would act delibe- 
rately, and'ho hoped. would recommend, some measures that 
fault remedy the evil. “He should therefore. vote for the reso- 
utions. ; Ran a f eat ay 

Mr. DAWSON said that no. gentlemiin regiretted more. than 
himself, the unfortunate occurrence which had taken place, 
but he considered that when we were about to involve the feel 
ings of all the gentlemen connected with the affair. that we 
ought to pause before. weacted. He would inquire of gente: 
men what the result of this inquiry would be, and what benefit 
could accrue to the community from it. He admitted that Con- 
gress had a right to pags a Jaw to prohibit duelling in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and for such a measure, when brought for- 
ward, he would vote; but he wouldask gentlemen what good was 
expected loresult trom this inquiry. This matter had no re- 
lation to the business of the public, so that if it was gone into, 
it must be lookéd upon-as an inguiry into the private doings of 
the membersof the House out of these walls, and apart from 
their Legislative character. In his opinion, this inquiry would 
only add to the excitement, and bring the state of the publie 
mind to such lengths, as might be regretted by all. of us. 

If gentlemen desired by this inquiry toger arguments in fa- 
vor ofa law to prohibit dueling, he thought there was no pe- 
cessity for it, because, in his opinion, no argument was needed 
.to support such a measure. Inthe name of morality and of 
religion, he would say, let sich a law be passed; but he would 
regret to see an inquiry of this kind instituted, Pass such a 
law, and do all that can be done in future to prevent it, but do 
not institute an inquiry into the present case for the purpase of 
gratifying the public mind, or for any other purpose. . He re- 
ferred to the difficulty of making an inquiry into a matter 
which had been conducted solely upon the principles of honor, 
which were only recognised by a portion of our people, and 
trusted that the House would be satisfied by adopting'a remedy 
for the fature, without going into an examipation of: the past. 
To vote for such a proposition as that would be as far as he 
could go, and he hoped the House would gono farther: = = 

Mr. MATTHIAS MORRIS of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the resolution, by adding at the end of ita clause: making it.the 
duty of the committee to make the inquiry- witha view to bring 
in a law against duclling, : iara 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moveit to amend the amendment by 
adding to jt a clause, directing the committeé to:-make an ingui- 
ry with regard to the strong expressions used by gentlemen in 
debate in the House. i earn 

Mr. MATTHIAS MORRIS said he 

att in the discussion of this. question; but on heating the reso- 
ution read. it. had occurred’ to him that it did not reach far 
enough, and he had proposed his amendment with aview-of hav- 
ing sume action of Cognyess on this. subject, which would pre- 
vent the practice of dueling in future... This was the only ob- 
ject he had in view, and he hoped his amendment would meet 
with no objection from aay quarter. to, ee eke è 

Mr. BELL had hoped that esolution of this kind would 
have been’ introduced after. the. lapse of a Jew days, sọ 


haf no disposilion totake 


he eet 


that the House might have acted upon-it free from that excite- 
ment and feeling which now. existed with respect to this unfor- 
tunate transaction. He did not doubt that the introduction of 
this resolution was well intended; and he had no doubt that the 
Motiveof the House, in suspending the rules for the purpose, 
was a very laduable one; but it was his deliberate judgment 
that this resolution was not calculated to produce that desirable 
result which was expected to arise from it. Instead of its being 
a benefit, he feared thatit would. be the cause of additional 
mischief, He presumed it was the intention of a majority of 
the House to take come action on this subject, with a view of 
preventing a repetition of sueh occurrences in future; but he 
would inquire whether it would not be better for gentlemen to 
act on the subject ata time when they could do so more calmly 
then at present. He did not believe, with the gentleman from 
Maryland, that there was any danger of violence or collision, if 
this resolution was adopted; but he did expect that there would 
be'strong personal feeling and prejudice and passion and ho- 
nest excitement exhibited. He regretted the occurrence as 
much as any person, but he thought it would be highly im- 
proper for the House now to act uponit. He therefore moved 
to postpone the further consideration of the whole subject until 
this day week. 

Mr. ELLMORE said if the gentleman from Maine intended 
his resolution asthe foundation for a law against duelling, he 
must vote against it; but if it was intended to inquire whether 
there had been a breach of the privileges of the House com. 
mitted with respect to this transaction, he considered it to be 
the duty of every member of the body to meet and stand up to 
it, and that no feeling or sympathy should Induce any one to 
shrink fromit. If this was the object of the gentleman’s reso- 
Jution, or if he would so shape it, he would vote for it; but if 
jt was not, he must vote against it. 

Mr. BELL hoped the Chair would confine the discussion to 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD thought the: resolution was broad enough 
to meet the views of the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
hoped he would give it his support. 

Mr. ELLMORE did nat consider the explanation of the gen- 
tleman from Maine as sufficiently satisfactory to induce him to 
vote for it. - 

Mr. TURNEY inquired what effect the previous question 
would have on this question. 

The CHAIR stated that it would bring the Mouse toa direct 
vote upon the resolution. 

_Mr. TURNEY then said that, entertaining the opinion that a 
discussion of this subject at this time was highly improper, and 
calculated to create that very state of things which had been 
spoken of by his colleague, (Mr. Berg) and believing that no 
member of the House can act understandingly, or discuss the 
question properly in the dark, he felt it to be his duty to move 
the previous question. 

The question was then taken on the second, and the House ro- 
fused to second the previous question: ayes &, nays 86. 

Mr. McKENNAN said that the peculiar position in which 
he stood towards his constituents, demanded that he should say 
a word in éxplanation. of the vote he had given against the sus- 

nsion of the rule, and state the reasons why he would vote in 
favor of the motion to postpone the further Consideration of the 
subject for one week. His constitucnts, he said, condemned 
the practice of duelling in the most unqualified terms; and in 
that condemnation he most heartily agreed with them. He ab- 
horred the practice, from the very bottom of his soul, and 
would go as far as the farthest on this floor in suppressing 
it.. He further said, he would yield to no gentleman in deplo- 
ring the tragica] event which had cast a melancholy gloom over 
the city, and which we had all been called upon to mourn. He 
sympathized, deeply sympathized, with the relativesot the de- 
ceased; and if he could pour the oil of consolation into the bosom 
of his surviving partner, nothing would afford him more satis- 
faction. 

[Here the Spnaxgnr interposed, and said the question was on 
postponement. } 

Mx. McK, said he did not wish to transgress the rule; that he 
wonld heartily go for the amendment offered by his colleague, 
(Mr. Morazts,) which looked to legislation, and proposed to do 
something to put an end to a practice which is fraught with 
such lamentable consequences, and in the condemnation of 
which, in principle, all seem willing to unite; that the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine proposed no legislation, no 
suppression by law of the evil, but an examination merely into 
the facts of the late dreadful catastrophe. ‘They were already 
before the public; and it could lead to no beneficial result to 
hasten, the investigation. If, after paying the usual honors to 
the memory of the deceased, it was intended to cast an imputa- 
tion upon the conduct and character of the survivor, the pas: 
sions of the members ought to have. time to cool; the excite 
ment, which all feel, should be allayed, and we should approach 
the subject with that coolness and deliberation which are so ne- 
cessary to enable the House to come to ajust and impartial 
conclusion. Justice to tbe characters of all concerned, de- 
manded that the investigation should be ful} and fair, without 
prejudice, and without passion. He, therefore, hoped that the 
m»tion of the gentleman from Tennessee to postpone for a few 
days would prevail. "i 

Mr. BOON said that he had voted for a suspension of the 
rutes for the purpəse of bringing this subject before the House; 
put he did not do so witha view of resolving the House into a 
court to investigate the code of honor, or because he did not 
profess to know any thing of that code as some gentlemen un- 
derstood it. 

The CHAIR here interposed, and said the gentleman was va- 
rying from the question pending. y 

Mt: BOON resumed. He had voted for the suspension, and 
should now vote for the resolution upon the ground of its beiug 
a matter of privilege, involving the right of debate in this 
House. \ Upon this ground, and this ground alone, would he 

it. * 

VO COTTER couid not ses any good result which could 
arise from the postponement of the question to a fature day. 
No honorable gentleman would suffer any other feelings to in- 
fluence his course than those which pertain to highand pure prin- 
ciples of a moral character and daty to his country. ifhe could 
concur in opinion with his honorable colleague, that this pro- 
ceeding cast any reflection upon the living, or the memory of 
the dead, he would pause, and ask for more lime to consider 
and refiect upon thè subject. In no instance should this House 
act precipitately. or without due consideration. Tt more sspe, 
cially behooves them then to’ deliberate, when the censure o 

this House, or a reflection, is cast upon any individual. This 
never should be done without clear and full evidence of deme- 
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ritin the individual subject to it, and in a case of which the 
House has cognizance. But he could not for one moment be- 
lieve that any reflection was cast, or intended to be cast, on any 
human being, by the immediate action of the House on the 
subject desired to be postponed. k 

The subject was one deeply interesting to the moral feelings 
of the community, and to the effects it might hereafter produce 
on the community, in bringing about and sustaining a healthy 
feeling in public opinion on this and similar questions. He 
could see no good reason why it should not be speedily diposed 
of. It has been suggested that we should not move farther on 
this subject at present on account of the excitement alleged to ex- 
ist. In this, he differed from the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. It was always with a distrust of his own opinion, 
when he so differed. But, if excitement existed, the way to 
allay it in this House, was to dispose of the question in some 
shape jto a committee, or reject the proposition, Delay in 
the disposal of it, only tended, in his judgment, to increase ex- 
citement. If the question was one of final action, it would be 
different; but as one of inquiry alone, now was the time for 
action, and a disposition of the question: now isthe accepted 
time; andhe trusted the House would speedily dispose of it. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then, in order to meet the views of gente- 
men, modified his resolution, by adding to the end thereof the 
following: “ And further to inquire whether there has been in 
the case alluded to, any breach of the privileges of this House,” 

Mr. LOOMIS said it appeared to him, when they had so 
plain a state of facts.as was here presented, that there could 
be no difficulty in deciding upon it at once. Where there had 
been a member of the body taken away of a sudden from 
amongst us, and his constituents deprived of his services, he 
lnoked upon it to be the duty of the House to examine into it. 

The CHAIR here interposed, and reminded the gentleman 
that he was wandering from the question pending. 

Mr. LOOMIS said he had no desire to transgress the rulesof 
order, but it appeared to him, under the circumstances of this 
case, it was the duty of the House to act upon the case at once. 
The circumstances of the ease, he thought, demanded an in- 
quiry, and that inquiry he imagined would not involve the cha- 
racter ofany member ofthe body. There was no judgment of 
the House asked for. It was only asked that an inquiry should 
be made, and he hoped thatno postponement would take place. 

Mr. GRENNELL had heard no good reason for immediate 
action on this question, and he trusted the question would be 
pos)poned nntil the present excitement had passed away. It 
would, in his opinion, be highty improper to act upon this reso- 
lution at preseut, and he hoped a postponement would take 
plece until the House could act upon it more calmly and jusuy. 

Mr. BRONSON said, that when the suggestion was first 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee to postpone the further. 
consideration of thissubject for one week, he wasdisposed to 
favor the fidea, and it seemed to him proper; but on reflection, 
(said My. B.) and after adverting to the particular question , now 
before the House, he felt compelled to oppose any postponement 
of the subject. I feel the full force of the remarks which fell 
rom the gentleman from Tennessee, deprecating any rash or 
sudden action on this subject, under the excitement of feeling 
Jprejudice or sympathy; and that we should not act until the ex- 
citement of the moment has had time to cool. 

Sir, no man can feel more forcibly than I do the propriety of 
discarding all extraneous feeling, all passion, prejudice, and 
excitement, and even sympathy; and that, as members of this 
House, we should bring to the consideration of this subject no 
other feelings but those of the sternest dictates of duty and lof- 
tiest sense of right and justice; and I trust that in such a spirit 
this House will approach the consideration of the subject 
whenever it is finally brought. before them for final and deci- 
sive action. At present, sir, the question is not whut we shall 
do, but whether we shali act at all; whether we shal! proceed 
to investigate the thatter; whether we shall take any cognizance 
of the Jate most tragical and unfortunate occurrence. 

Should the proposed committee be appointed, they will pro- 
ceed to investigate the facts, but it must necessarily be many 
days before they can report, and probably amuch longer time 
will elapse before their report comes in, than that to which the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee proposes to postpone 
the consideration ofthis matter. Then, and not till then, sir, 
we shall be called upon to take some final action inthe matter, 
to consider the whole case. Then sufficient time will have 
elapsed, I trust, to allay all excitement and undue feeling. 

In the mean time, sir, we are now called upon to say whe- 
ther we will act at all—whether we will notice this matter, or 
take cognizance of it in any way. 

On this point, then, if we act at all, we should act promptly. 
Our duty to our country and ourselves requires of us that we 
should entertain the resolution—that we should at once show 
our willingness-to investigate. On this point there should not 
be any delay. T feel bound, therefore, to vote against the mo- 
tion to postpone, and I trust the resolution to raise the commit- 
tee will be adopted by the House. ` 

Mr. REED was in favor of postponing. ` 

Mr. TOUCEY called forthe yeas and nayson postponing, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 34, nays 117, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Joho W. Allen, Aycrigg, Beire, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, John Calhoon, William B. Camp- 
bell, John Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Chiids, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Dawson, Drom- 
goole, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hawes, Herod, Hoffman, Howard, Robert M. T. Hua- 
ter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Kemble, 
Lawler, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson 
Mason, Maury, May, McKennan, Menifee, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Southgate, Stanley, 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Albert $. 
White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 
rod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yell, and Yorke—8#. 

NAYS—AMessrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Briggs. Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, William B Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Casey, Chaney, Clark, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cush- 
man, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Richard Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Fry, Goode, Grantland, Grant, Gray; Haley, Hail, 
Hammond, Harrison, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Holsey, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Martin, 

Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 
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McClure, McKim, Mercer, Montgomery,.Moore, Morgan, M. 
Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Pal- 


. mer, Parker, Patterson, Paynter, Petriken, Phillips, Pickens, 


Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rencher; Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives; Russell, Sheffer, Sheplor, Slade, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey, 
Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T, 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Wiliams, and Worthington—117. 

So the House refused to postpone. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana stated that if he had been in 
the House when the vote to suspend was taken, he should have 
recorded his name against it, for he was opposed to any investi- 
gation of the matter, and he had therefore voted for Mr, BELL’S 
motion to postpone, and he went on to give hisreasons against 
the proposition The investigation was one that. would pro- 
duce the most distressing results, and could lead to no possible 
good, It could not be designed to asperse the dead, and such 
was the high character of the living ia his own. State that it 
wasimpossible for that House to fix a stainupen him. Mr.G. 
belicved also it was intended to give.a political turn, out of 
doors at least, to this transaction, and he reprobated the course 
of the ministers of the gospel yesterday in their allusion to it in 
performing the funeral obsequies. 

Mr, BOULDIN, in a few remarks, expressed his intention of 
yoting for the resolution, though he had doubts of its expedi- 
ency,as he had of the origina) resolution out of which this 
maller grew, and would prefer that his friend irom Maine 
would withdraw it, 

Mr. EVANS said no one could regret more than he did the 
catastrophe that had taken place, and if the resolution offered 
was designed to do honor to the deceased’s memory, he would 
vote for it. If it was intended to express the disapprobation of 
the House upon the practice that led to Mr, C’s death, he ` 
would vote for it. Was it designed to take cognizance of all 
concerned in the matter? If so, they must go into it remotely 
as well as closely, direstly andindirectly; and though he was 
at a loss to see the object, but believing some good was de- 
signed, he shouid vote for 1t. i 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, it has been with feelings of surprise 
and pain that I have listened to the remarks of my colleague 
(Mr. Evans) and the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. GAR- 
LAND.) Andin regard to the remarks of the latter gentleman, 
my surprise was mingled with no small degree of indigna- 
tion, That feeling, however, has now subsided. If 
that gentleman is incapable of entering into my feel- 
ings in moving this. inquiry into ‘the causes which 
led to the death of my friend and colleague, and can 
find no motive but a political or sinister one, I. cannot 
dignify the feeling I entertain for him by calling it resentment. 
Sir, I have no wish to use harsh epithets, nor will I commence 
an attack upon any man; but self-defence is aright which I 

cannot willingly yield, 2 

The gentleman from Louisiana has also insinuated that 1 
knew of the contemplated duel, and stood by without making 

any effort to prevent it; and now thatit has terminated fatally 
to my friend, have come into the House to move a committee 
of investigation, To that gentleman, sir, have no reply to 
make ; but to the House I wish to say, that £ did not know thata 
challenge had been sent to my colleague by the survivor in the 
contest until near 12 o’clock of the’ day on which they fought, 
when I was told that they had already gone out, and no one 
knew what ground they had selected. Neither of my col- 
leagues, nor myself, were his confidants in this’ unfortunate 
affair. i : 

(The Speaker here interrupted Mr. E. and stated that the 
circumstances of the ducl could not be gone into under this re 
solution. } ; 

Well, sir, let that pass then. But my colleague (Mr. Evans) 
comesin wilh his inuendoes. He cannot possibly perceive the 
object of moving this inquiry. What isit? says the gentleman. 
What can be effected by it? what good willit do? Sir, is it 
possible that my colleague can seriously entertain such ques- 
tions on this subject? One of our number, a Ropresentative 
from the State of Maine, was shot down and deprived of life by 
another member; and when a resolution is moved to inquire 
into the circumstances, and to have the facts reported to the 
House, that some action may be had thereon, my colleague is 
at a loss to perceive the object of such a resolution! 

He isin great doubt, and says that if any evil comes of it, he 
washes hishands ofit. Sir, when. I ask that gentleman to as- 
sume and relieve: me from a responsibility voluntarily incurred 
by myself, E shall be so explicit as. not to be misunderstood. 
But of all affairs in which I was’ ever engaged, this 
is the last from which I would wish to be relieved. 
If the country and the House will not sustain this im. 
quiry, and 1 am to incur consequences from which my col- 
league is so desirous of washing his hands, I have only to say 
that a foreknowledge of all would not have changed my course. 
What I have done has beena matter of duty, and from the per- 
formance of that nodanger shall deter me, Hence my friend 
from Viiginia (Mr. Bouter) will pardon me for declining to 
accede to his request, and withdraw my resolutions. 

Is ìt asked, whatis the object? 1 answer, to have the facts 
correctly reported to the House, and then to take such action as 
the facts warrant. Ifany members have been guilty to that ex- 
tent which warrants their expulsion, why let them be expelled: 
for one, I will not shrink from such a course ifit should seem to 
be the proper one. % k 

But it is said by the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Gar- 
LAND,) that this thing cannot be prosecuted without serios 
consequences; andthe gentleman from Maryaland, (Mr. Jonn- 
sox,) has said that if he were placed on such a committee, he. 
should feel a necessity of going: thoroughly armed. Sir, I am 
no duellist. T have adopted principles that forbid revengeful or 
vindictive feelings, much more the taking of a fellow-creature’s 
life, But, sir, I will not be deterred from doing what I deem to 
be my duty, by any threats which may be ‘thrown out from 
any quarter. And has it come. to this, that a' mem- ` 
ber of this House is to be called to account out of it 
for words spoken in debate,and shot down; and that, when an 
inquiry into the circumstances is proposed, we are told to take 
care—that such’ an: inquiry cannot be had without exposing 
ourselves to personal danger! Six, if we have really "come to 
this pass, itis high time the country knew it; and it is high 
time, too, that some steps should be. taken to prevent the evil, 
and to have a just and fearless representation of the people 
maintained. The course now proposed is taking one step to- 
wards that object, and I hope it will be followed up by such 
measures as will effectually secure the members of this House 
in freedom of debate and security of person. 

Mr, CALHOUN of Massachusetts stated that he had voted 
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against the postponement in the hope that a subdued feeling 
prevailed, but 1 was obvious to him that they had arrived at a 
point where they ought to pause; and fer the purpose of atford. 
ing that opportunity, he moved a reconsideration of the vote 
rejecting the motion to postpone. 

Mr. CLOWNEY de:ianded the previous question, which the 
CHAIR stated would be on the original resolution, as modilicd 
by the mover. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts then moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. PETRIKEN called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were--yeas 74, naye 125. to 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided in the negative. 

The CHAIR then stated that, upon the re examination af the 
point, as brought to his notice by Mr, BRIGGS, the main ques- 
tion would be onthe motion of Mr. CALHOUN. 

The House then seconded the demand for the previous ques- 
tion—-ayes 105, noes not counted; and the main question being 
ordered, was rejected—ayes 75, noes 108. j 

Bo the House refused to consider. 

Mr. CLOWNEY then demanded the previous question on the 
resolution as modified; which was seconded—ayes 104, noes not 
counted. A ` 
. Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays 
on the question, ‘Shall the main question be now put)? which 
were ordered, and were-—yeas 107, nays 56. 

So the House determined that the main question, being on 
the adoption of the resolutions, be now put. 

Mr. CUSHMAN and Mr. TAYLOR rose simultaneously, and 
called for the yeas and nays, which wero ordered, and were— 
yeas 152, nays 49, as follows: 

YEAS—-Megssrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell 
Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, Cambre 
leng, Jobn Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Clark, Cleveland, 
Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
Davies, Deherry, DeGraff, Duncan, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Richard Fetcher, 1. Pletcher, Villmore, 
Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Goode, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Grenacll, Griffin, Maley, Hall, Hammond, Har- 
mson, Harper, Mastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, legbham, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lewis, Lincola, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, 
Martin, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel. 
lan, McKim, McKennan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Pater- 
son, Paynter, Peck, Pewikin, Phillips, Pickens, Plumer, Pous, 
Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Russeil, Shefer, Augustine H. Shep- 
herd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Bmith, Spencer, 
Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey, 
Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, T.T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, J. W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell, and Yorke-—152. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aycrigg, Bell, John Calhoon, William B. 
Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, Cheathan, 
Connor, Cranston, Cartis, Dawson, Dromgoole, Dunn, Ew- 
ing, Rice Garland, James Graham, William Graham, Har- 
Jan, Hawes, Hotman, R. M, 'T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, W. C. 
Johnson Legare, Mallory, Jamies M, Mason, Maury, May, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, Patton, Pearce, Pope, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Sawyer, Shields, Snyder, Southgata, Stanly, Stone, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Underwood, Albert $. White, Jolin White, Sherrod 
Williams, and Joseph L. Williains~49, 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The CHAIR laid before the Louse a message from the Presi- 
dent ofthe United States, transmitting a copy, and (ranslation, 
of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet, which, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. ; 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of tho Treasury, 
transmitting all the informatioa in the possession of that De- 
partment in relation to the renewal of duty bonds authorized by 
the actof last session. 

On motion of Mr. AYNES, laid on the (able. 

Also,a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the amount of balances againat all 
deposite banks hot secured, or will probably be Jost, together 
with the amount of other similiar balances. 

On motion of Mr. HAY NES, laid on tie table, 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania, then, on leave, the roles 
being suspended for that parpose, submited the amendment 
before offered by him to the original res nas an iistract 
tion to the sclect Committ 

Mr. JENIFER asked ¢ 
providing against personalities in debate; but pending the 
question, ate 

On motion of My. PATTON, 

The Mouse adjourned. 


` IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, Febrnary 2%, 1839, 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from sundry cidzena of 
Michigan, praying the establishment of a certain mail ronte in 
Shiwasse county; which was referred to the Cornmittec on the i 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition, 
Ohio, praying aa amendmentof t ting hws jnr ny to 
the post office, hy which newspaper bt be exempted frem 
postage in the counties where they were published: referre! to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial fora Daniel J. 
Browne, a citizen of the United States, in relation to the pre- 
servation of timber, necessary forthe navy of the United states, 
Mr. W. said, as the memorialist was distinguished for hi 
mentsin that particular branch af h cc, and as then 
morial contamet much valuable ir he would move 


ating from Cu 


ton, in 


i ation, 
that it be printed, and referred to the Comminec on Naval AP i| 


fairs; which wasagreed to, f 
Mr. W. also, presented a itan from the friends 
of a tried and sound cur 7 rk, praying the esta- 
blishment of National Bank; which was laid on the table. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the following Resolutions of the 
Democratic Delegation of Philadelphia Caunty, Pa.: X 


` yers and nays on ea 


Atan adjourned meeting of the Democratic county delega- 
tioj; (elected in August last,) held are oa to: public notice, 
at Berrill’s hotel, February 24th, 1838, the president, Dr. Geo. 


ra 


W. Riter, in the chair, and BroP. Binder and U: V.-Hagner, — 


socretarjes-- : 
_ ‘Phe minutes of the last meoting were read and adopted; when 
uo Was y 

Resolved, 'Thata committee af five he appointed to draft re- 
solutions expressive of the views ‘of the delegation on the sub- 
ject of a resolution offered in the House of Representatives of 
this State, by William F. Johnston, of Amistrong county, and 
adopted by that bady, i : 

The WHowing gentlemen were appointed, viz? Messrs. ©. V. 
Hagner, J. A, Dean, Jobu Miller, Richard Bacon, and B. E, 
Carpenter; who, after having retired for a short tine, reported 
the folowing preambleand resolutions, which were unahimous- 
ly adopted, viz: A 

Whereas the House of Representatives of this State passed a 
resolution, by SI ta 49, offered in that body by, Wan. E Jom 
ston, of Armstrong county, instructing our Senators and re- 
questing our Representatives in Congress to vote for 2 post- 
ponement of the bi commonly called the * Sub-Teeasury 
pill: 3 
_ And whereas, Samuel F. Reed, one of the Representatives 
from this county, voted for said resolution, notoriously against 
the views and expectations of this body, who nominated him, 
and, in the opinion of this delegation, against the wishes of 
ihe Demoeratic party of the county of Philadelphia, who elected 

rim: i 

And whereas, ilhe, the staid Reed, had faithfully represented 

those whe elected him to the situation he now hokts, and had 


and could not have passed. ‘Fher 

Resolred, That, under the forego 
nators and Representatives m Congress, particularly the Ion. 
Jumes Buchanan, for whom, itis presumed, die blew wag in- 
tended, be, and are hereby, carposGy requested to pay no re- 
gard to said resolution, but consider it null, void, aud of no 
egel, 

~ Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings bo forwarded to 

the Hon. dames Baehanan, with arequestto lay the same be- 
tore the Senate; , also, thata copy be forwarded to Colonel 
L. Paynter, Representative in Congress from this county. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting’ be publish- 
ed in the Democratie papers of Philadelphia, Adjourned. 

_ ii G. W. RITER, President, 
ETER Tinper, BiG : 

ORARLES V. HAGNER, Secretaries, : 

Me. BUCHANAN, in presenting these proceedings, said he 
regretted that be could net contply with the request of the De- 
mocratic delegation of tho county of Philadelphia, that ho 
should pay no regard to the instructing resolution of the Tes 
dislatire of Pennsylvania. On this subject his deterurination- 
was fixed, anit could not by changed by avy human power ex 
cept the Legislature itself; and much as he respected the source 
from which this request emanated, and it was entitled to all ro- 
spect, he cogtd only refer the delegates to the remarks which 
he had made in the Senate, some days ayo, on presenting the 
resolution of insnucdon, as a fair exposition of his views upon 
the subject. Had he consulted hin own feelings, he would have 
r red rather tian obeyed; but friends, whose opinions ho 
valued, bhad convinced hin it was a case for obedience, and not 
for resignation. Me was sorry to he placed in this position, be 
cause there was no man jn the country who, as an, individual 
was more idedly and strongly in favorof a separation be, 
tween the banks and the Government than he was himeell 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Commicdec on the Library, reported 
a joint resolution, authorizing ul etary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House to subscribe for ten copies of Niles’s Re- 
gister forgeach of the members of Congress, provided that he 
would consent to pub the proceedings of Congress, with the 
i question so taken, and also a supple 
ment at theendofthe session, contaimmeg all punic and private 
laws of Congress, aus furnish to each member one copy of this 
supplement free of charge, 4 
` Tho resolution bas had its first readi 

Mr. ROBBINS movel that it be read 

Mr. BENTON said he o i 
lusiness to be stopped, ant i 
on the question. The argi 
gentcmen who adv Lihis sy 
that some members had been furt 
new Senators had pet. Jn this case the argument would not 
apply, and we had now reached that point where the whole 
systema might be onid, and he hoped it would be. 

. ROBBIN 4 hs would move to Jay it oun the table for 
the prerent. 

Mr. RENTON. 

Mr. ROBBINS 

The questi 
carried iret 

Mr. WALLE pre 
county in New 
ine that Congre: 
tion tothe anne 
pate froma what sonree they ar 

Also, a petition from Ros 
tof land: re 


second time naw. 

Hi lt was time for this 
nud catt for the yers and nays 
used in the first instance, by 
in of book purchasing, was, 


Tiere let it lie, and L hope for ever, 
id he would sot consent to that. 
: 1 


ken on daying it on the table, it was 


ns of a 
women, pr: 
y representations in ‘re, 
country, let them ema- 
ail on the table. 

L. Colt, praying confirmation of 
dto the Committee on Private 


i petitic 


eM 


n from sundry citize 


a certain í 


Mr. LYON pr 
ac, in the State of 


n of W. N. Terry,of Pomi 
er of the Revolution, now 
aor and unab’e to labor, and 
‘ongress to pay him s or Teoasury drafis for two 
nestal bills, amouming to forty-one dollars, besides inte- 
reet onthe same, whieh he thinks ought to be. paid; one of 
ich billshe received from the hand of Gen. Wasurneron, 
his servicesas v 
r he received shortly afier: referred to the Com 
on Revolutionary 


tod the petitio 
carn 


a € 


iuec 


proceedings .of a Jarge and respec- 
7 citizens of Newark, New Jersey, expres- 
eir opmious in relation to a variety of public measures. 
W, said that though he caald not concur with them in 
views they exp d, (and he would take oveasion here- 
issent,) he was desirous of showing the 
proceedings, and he moved therefore 
e tabieand printed. 
greed to, 


that they b i 
. Tire motion motion was 


ed with books which tho - 


Mr. MOUTON presented the ‘petition of Cirot: Gantes,-pray 
ing for confirmation of certain private land claims in Arkansas : 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Ciaims. ` 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of the heirs of Col. A. + 
Cleaveland, praying for a pension, or to extend: the pension 
act. so as to*embrace widows: referred to ‘the: Committee on 
Pensions. E ae eng 

‘Also, the petition‘of James Bancroft, legal representative of 
a Revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to ‘provide for the 
payment of certain outstanding continental bills: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Affairs.” -> ie 

Mr; WHITE presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Tennessee, asking for the establishment of. certain mail routes: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Offices and’ Post. Roails. 

Mr. WHITEsudmitted the following resolution, which was 
consi ered and adopted: ae 

Resolved, That the special committee of the Nenate, ap 
pointal on the Qist instant, be, and they hereby are, authorized 
tosmploy a clerk to performsuch duties as may be assigned to 
him by said committec. —. oe 

On motion of Mr, MOUTON, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
appointment of a separate judge in the Westorn District of 
Louisiana. ; pases 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a communication from the 
Governor of the State of Alabama, covering the preamble and 
resolitiona of the Legislature of that State, in favor of the 
annexation or Texas to the Union: read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. ae 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 
assed: ; 

i The bill for the relief of tho heirs of Nathan, Peter, and Wil- 
liam Adams, deceased. : 

‘The bill for the relief of the owners of tho brig Despatch and 
cargo. 

The bill to provide for issuing patents for certain lands at 
Greov Bay, Wisconsin Territory, and 

The bil to establish a port of entry at Jersey City. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill to establish two addi- 
tional land offices in that part-of the Territory of Wisconsin 
west of the Mississippi, wag taken up; and after a short discus- 
sion, in which Messrs. WALKER, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, 
LYON and KING took part, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. i Me E T EE ‘ 

Ths Senate resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill as the special order, when = 

Mr. DAVIS rose and addressed. the Senate for about two 
hoars in ad to the bill, and gave way on a motion of 


Mr. WEBSTER to adjourn. 

Mr. PRENTISS asked the Senator ‘from Massachusetts to 
withdraw his motion for a moment, in order thas he might give 
notice that he should ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill to 
vrohibit ducHing inthe District of Columbia. Mr, P. said he 
had hoped that some Senator of more influence than bimselé, 
had undertaken the subject; but, educated as he was, in princi- 
ples adverse to duelling, and with which he could make no 
compromise, he would take the responsibility on himself, 

The Senate then adjourned, i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 1, 1838. 

The following Select Committee on the resolu- 
tion to inquire into the circumstances which led to 
the death of the late Hon, Jonaruan CILLEY, was 
read from the journal this morning i. : 

Mr. TOUCEY ‘of Connecticut. 
Mr. POTTER of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. BRIGGS of Massachuseits. 
‘Mr. ELMORE of South Carolina. 
Mr. BRUYN of New York. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri. 
Mr. RARIDEN of Indiana, 

Mr. BRIGGS drew the attention cf the Crair to 
the fact that he was already a member of two 
standing committees; and by a rule of the House, 
he was entitled, on that ground, to be excused; and 
he respectfully made that request to the House. 

The CHAIR said, that at the time of appointing 
the gentleman on the select committee, he was not 
aware the gentleman was a member of iwo stand- 
ing committees. ° 

Mr. BRIGGS was accordingly excused, and the 
vacancy ordered by the House to be filled up. 

Mr. GRANT asked leave to present certain joint 
resolutions of the Legislature cf New York, but it 
was objected to. : 

Reports from committees were then called for. 


l DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA i 

Mr. BOULDIN made a report generally ‘on so 
much of the President’s Message as relates to the 
affairs of the District, and moyed`thatit lie on the 
table. coe 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of. the re- 
port, and the same having: beenread from the 
Clerk's table, eee ee i 
Mr. BOULDIN moved totay- the report on the 


table, and print in P 
Mr. ADAMS hoped thal this ‘subjé 
placed in such a. position that. it could, not. be 
brought up at àn early day. AS tke 
After -a few. explanatory: remarks. by. Messrs, 
BOULDIN, ADAMS,- JENIFER; MERCER, 
and GRENNELL, the report. was, on motion of 


the District of Columbia. : . 

Mr, BOULDIN then, on leave, presented a. pe- 
tition from citizens of the District. 

or REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. BIRDSALL asked to be discharged from the 
further. consideration of the following petitions, and 
that they severally lie on the table, which was or- 
dered: The petition of Randall Hewit; the petition 
of Jacob Mitchlor; and the petition of Samuel 
Hudson. 

Mr. B. asked leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of the heirs of 
William Doyle; and the petition of Samuel Gray, 
and that they be referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions: referred accordingly. f 

Mr. B. asked to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petition of. Samuel Gray; and 
thatit be referred back to the Committee of Claims: 
referred accordingly. 

Mr. B. made adverse reports upon the following 
petitions: ‘The petition of the heirsof Capt. Daria 
Arell; the petition of Andrew M. D. Jackson; the 
petition of the heirs of William Pugh; the petition 
of George Anderson, executor, &c. of Josiah An- 
derson, deceased; which reports were severally laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri arose, and stated 
that on coming to the House this morning, he 
found that he had been appointed a member of 
the select committee raised under the resolution 

` of yesterday. He now begged leave to be excused 
from serving on that committee, for the reason that 
the State of Missouri had but few members on this 
floor, and he had a great deal of business to attend 
to, which he feared he would not be able to do 
justice to if he were to remain on this committee 
and attend to the investigation which was expected 
to take place. 

Mr. H. was therefore excused, ard the Speaker 
authorized to appoint another member in his place. 

Mr. RENCHER, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ng resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Door-keeper be required to 
“execute strictly the 13th and 14th rules of the House, 
relative to the privilege of the hall. 

Resolved, That no person shall be allowed the 
privilege of the hall, under the character of steno- 
graphers, without a written permission of the 
Speaker, specifying the partof the hall assigned 
to him. 2 

Mr. HOPKINS called for a division of the 
question, and the first resolution was agreed to. 

The second resolution being propounded— 

_ Mr. THOMPSON moved thereto the following 
amendment, “and that no reporter or stenographer 
be admitted under the rules of the House, unless 
such reporter or stenographer shall state in writing 
for what paper or papers he is employed to report, 
&c.” which was agreed to, and so amended, the re- 
solution was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the orders of the 
day, but withdrew the motion to enable Mr. How- 
arp to make a report from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD then reported back the “ Neu- 
“rality bill,” which was read twice. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the bill was read 
at length. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that it be made the spe- 
cial order for the morning hour of to-morrow. Mr. 
H. added that he did not think the House ought to 
postpone the consideration of this bill for a single 
day or hour longer than was necessary for a full 
understanding of its provisions. He sincerely hoped, 
and believed, too, that it had been so framed, from 
gathering up the suggestions and opinions of mem- 
bers of ail sides, that it would be acceptable to the 
House. : 

“Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland objected, on the 
ground that it would set aside his resolution, which 
had been partly discussed. . : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that it would be 
better to let the bill remain where it was, and call 
it up in the morning. , 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved to make it the spe- 
cial order for to-morrow, from 1 to 2 v'elock; 

“which, after some remarks from Mr. BRONSON 


Mr: JENIFER, recommitted fo the Committee on. 
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on the urgent necessity of passing some measure, 
was agreed to. `. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, on leave, pre- 
sented the petition and remonstrance of J. A. Wail, 


and 187 inhabitants of Montpelier, Washington. 


county, Vermont, protesting against the passage of 
Mr. Bucsanan’s neutrality bill, and praying for the 
recall of all orders for the seizure of arms and 
ammunitions; also, that Congress would intercede 
in behalf of the Government prisoners at Mon- 
treal, Toronto, and other places; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SLADE also presented a similar petition 
and remonstrance from other citizens of the same 
State. : 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the orders.of the 
day were postponed, and the House took up the 
Senate bill “to prevent the abatement of suits and 
actions now pending, in which the late Bank of the 
United States may be a party.” 

Mr. THOMAS said that as he saw no other 
mode of meeting his object, than by moving the 
previous question on this bill, he, therefore, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the previous question would 
not be now sustained, so as to deprive us of the 
opportunity of saying whether it was constitutional 
or not to establish a Bank of the United States. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered, and the bill was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to postpone 
the orders of the day until this day week, for the 
purpose of proceeding with the appropriation bills; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The House then took up the “bill making ap- 
propriations for Revolutionary and other pension- 
ers for the year 1838.” 

The question pending was on the engrossment 
of the bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, when this bill was 
last under consideration, his colleague (Mr. Curtis) 
had made charges with respect to certain pension 
agents having the use of the public moneys for six 
months, as a compensation for their services; and 
since that time, he had seen a very full report, in a 
New York paper, of what had been said on that 
occasion, together with much that had not been 
said. Now, so far as this charge was concerned, 
he acquitted his colleague, because the same charge 
had been made two days before by a Senator in his 
speech. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that it was 
not in order to-allude to remarks made by a Se- 
nator. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then proceeded.. In con- 
sequence of this charge he had called at the War 
Department, and had obtained communications 
from the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secre- 
tary of War, which set this whole matter right. 
The state of the case was, that out of fifty of these 
agents, forty of them were banks, and the moneys 
there deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States, as well as the disbursing officer, were 
discounted upon in the same manner in which the 
banks discounted upon other moneys deposited 
with them. 

Mr. C. then sent the communications to the 
Chair to be read, together with communications 
from some of the pension agents, asking of the 
commissioner to furnish them with more money, 
as some of the pensioners had not been paid since 
September last, in consequence of the want of 
funds. 

Mr. CURTIS reiterated the slatement he had 
before made, and said that if he had fallen into 
error in relation toit, that he was not accountable 
for the error, as he nad come to his conclusions 
from the reports made from the Departments, and 
laid upon the tables. He-had made application to 
the War Department in relation to this matter, and 
had received for answer that it was not usual to 


answer communications unless made by a resolu- 
tion of the House, and thus he had been prevented. 


from getting that information which he desired. 
He had reason to believe, however, that there was 
always balances in the hands: of -these pension 
agents of some million and a half of dollars, Mr. 


C. then went into- an examination of the documents 
of the House, with a view of showing that he had 
made his statement on good data. ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied to his colleague 
(Mr. Curtis) with regard to the course pursued by 
the War Department. The charge, as he under- 
stood it, was that the pension agents had the use of 


the money placed in.their hands This he denied. 
The money in banks was used as other moneys 
placed in banks; but it was not used by individual 
agents. The Department lately, he stated, had 
pursued a different course with regard to the secu- 
rity to be received for money placed iu banks from 
that which it pursued formerly. 

In cons:quence of this, and in consequence of 
requiring security for all the money placed in these . 
banks by the Department, the funds in the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Boston were saved. With 
regard to the statement which the gentleman had 
referred to, he had only to say that he did not won- 
der that his colleague had fallen into error with 
respect to it, because he (Mr. C.) himself had 
fallen into error on some occasion with respect to 
these statements. He had, however, obtained ano- 
ther statement from the Department, which showed 
the exact balances in the hands of these agents, 
and he laid it before the House; when it was read 
at the Clerk’s tible. f 

Mr. CURTIS made a few remarks in reply, con- 
tending that these moneys deposited in banks to the 
credit of these agents, were subject to -be drawn out 
by them, and applied to their own private uses, the 
Department having no control over them, and this 
was the abusehe wished to-see corrected. - 

Mr. BELL contended that it. was the duty. of the 
House to examine into this matter, and see that 
these moneys were properly expended, and ascer- 
tain that there was no improper practices connect- 
ed with the present system of paying pensioners. 
He did net desire to delay the payment of the old 


‘pensioners cf the United States, but he desired to 


correct abuses, if any existed, and he trusted the 
members of the House would take the responsi- 
bility of examining into this matter thoroughly. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
ATHERTON, SIBLEY, MALLORY, CURTIS, 
REED, CAMBRELENG, PHILLIPS, BELL, 
JENIFER, McKIM, and MORGAN. : 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tucrspay, March 1, 1838. 

Mr. McK EAN said he had received, and would 
present to the Senate, a memorial numerously 
signed by citizens of the borough and county of 
Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania, complaining 
that the medical board appointed under authority 
of the act of the 3d of March last, by the President 
of the United States, to select suitable sites for ma- 
rine hospitals on. the Mississippi and Ohio rivers 
and Lake Erie, for the benefit of sick and disabled 
seamen, boaimen, and other navigators on the 
western rivers and lakes, have, in discharging that 
duty, confined their examination exclusively to 
one or two places on Lake Erie; while the claims 
of all other places, many of them containing in a 
high degree all the requisites for such an establish- 
ment, have been overlooked and neglected; and 
praying Congress to order a new examination by a 
competent, impartial, and unprejudiced beard. 
Mr. McK. said he could not fail to be struck with 
the similarity between this and the Piltsburg case, 
which he had the honor.to present a few days 
since. Poor Pennsylvania! the Keystone, in this, as 
in many other cases, reminded him of the acconnt 
given of one of old, who fell among thieves, and 
was shunned and passed by on either side. He 
could not but feel and express his astonishment 
and regret that two points so noted’and important 
as Pittsburg and Erie should have been thus wan- 
tonly neglected: He moved to refer the memorial 
to the Committee on Commerce, and hoped that 
justice would be done: referred accordingly. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of. the 
Legislature of Mississippi, praying for an increase 
of compensation for jurors in the courts of the 


. United States, in- that State: referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 
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- Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the western part of New York, pray- 
ing that some measures may be taken to ascertain 
the facts and circumstances connected with an In- 
dian treaty, lately held with certain Indians in their 
vicinity: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the following me- 
morial: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States.in Congress assembled: 


The undersigned, delegates of the people of 
Pennsylvania to a convention now in session at 
the city of Philadelphia to reform the Constitution 
of the State, respectfully represent: 

That in the presenc crisis of public affairs, the 
undersigned deem it their sclemn duty, as well as 
their unquestionable right, to counteract by memo- 
rial and remonstrance the false impression which 
may be made in Congress as to the will of the peo- 
ple of this State concerning their deranged mone- 
tary interests, of which will and interests the nn- 
dersigned believe they enjoy as good means of be- 
ing well informed as any other representatives of 
the people of this State. 

The people, at every election since the Bank of 
the United States, first, and afterwards various 
State banks, have, by violent and improper citerts, 
been struggling to compel the community to submit 
to a banking control, contrary to the Constitution, 
and the well understood public interest and will: 
the people have at every election chosen represen- 
tatives instructed to pnt an end to such bank con- 
trol, and restore the authority of the people; but 
too many of those representatives have been mis- 
Jed to sacrifice the will and interests of the people 
to those of the banks. 

Your memorialists have reason to believe that 
there are very few, whether of the people or their 
representatives, not unduly influenced by banks, 
who do not now desire that an entire scparation 
should be realized between Government and all 
banks, and as speedy a restoration, ns may consist 
with the general welfare, of the hard money which 
the banks have driven out of cirenlation;, and 
these two fundamental principles, viz: first, the total 
Separation of Government from all banking opera- 
tions, and, secondly, the earliest possible restora- 
tion of permanent hard money circulation, your 
memorialists respectfully represent to Congress as 
the will of the people of Pennsylvania. 

The object of this memorial to Conzress, there- 
fore, is, that no delay may be suffered to prevent 
the accomplishment of those ends, but that forth- 
with, during the present session of Congress, the 
Senate and House of Representatives may be in- 
duced to enact such Jaws as, under the praisewor- 
thy recommendations of the President, which your 
memorialists believe are in perfect accordance wiih 
the will of the people, may, as soon as posstbile, 
afford relief from the present banking inconye- 
nience. 

Whereupon the undersigned, by this memorial 
and remonstrance, respectfully but earnestly re- 
quest that Congress, especially the Senators avd 
Representatives of the State of Pennsylvania, will 


lose no time in accomplishing this impertant object. i 


C. J. Ingersoll 
George M. Keim 
Wm. L. Miller 
George Shilleto 
Wm. Carll 

Jas. Donagan 
James Clarke 
John Fulton 
David Gilmore 
Wiliam High 
John Ritter 
Thomas Weaver 
Sami. Cleavinger 
Jabez Hyde 
Thomas Hastings 
Mark Darrah 

R. G. White 

C. Myers 

Sam]. C. Bonham 
John Foulkrod . 
Abm: Helffenstein 


Ezra S. Hayhurst 
Wm. Gearhart 
Joho J. W. Cohen 
Ephraim Banks 
Wm. Overficld 
Virgil Grenell 
James Kennedy 
Wiljan Brown 
Geo. W. Riter 
Robt. Fleming 
Jos. Fry, jr- 

D. Nevin 

R. M: Crain 
‘Thomas Taggart 
Alex. Magce 

Jno. B. Sterigere 
Lebbeus L. Bigelow 
Joha A. Gamble ` 
Geo. T. Crawford 
David Lyons 
Geo, W, Woodward 


John Cummin 
C. Brown 

Thos. S. Bell 
Pierce Butler 
Andrew Bedford 
A. H. Read 
Jacob Diliinger 
Hiram Payne. 


Jacob Stickel 
J. R. Donnell 
H. Gold Rogers 
Joel K. Mann 
Tobias Sellers 
Henry Sheetz 
Jacob Krebs 
Wm. Smyth 
Geo. Smith 

PaiLADELPHIA, February 15, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, in presenting this memorial, 
said, that in pointof talents, integrity and patriotism, 
these gentlemen were equal to any other fifty-nine 
gentlemen who could be selected in Pennsylvania 
or in any other State of the Union. He had the 
pleasure of knowing them all, or nearly all, person- 
ally, and their opinion on any subject was entitled 
to the highest. consideration and respect from this 
body. Besides, no gentlemen could have a better 
opportunity than they had of knowing the feelings 
and wishes of the people of Pennsylvania, in re- 


gard to the Sub-Treasury Bill, or any other ques- 


tion of public importance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Mississippt, praying for the establish- 
ment of mail routes: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of the borough and county of Erie, similar 
to that which had Deen presented by his colleague. 

Te said it was a subject of astonishment to him, 
that the Medical Board, in their examination of 
sites for medical hospitals, had not even noticed 
the claims of Pittsburg and Erie. They had cn- 
tirely neglected Pennsylvania. Pittsburg was at 
the head of the navigatién of the Ohio. Tt had 
justly been called the Birmingham of America; and 
was a point from whieh the manufactures of that 
city and all the immense productions of the coun- 
try which centred there were scattered over the 
Southern and Western States, and yet it had been 
deemed unworthy of examination by tbis board. 
Next to New Orleans, he would venture to say, it 
was the most suitable point on the Western waters 
for a hospital. 

Then, as to Erie, it was the spot where the naval 
armament had been fitted out which achieved the 
brilliant victory on Lake Erie. It was, perhaps, 
the only harbor on the Jake where such an arma- 
ment could be fitted ont in time of war. And yet 
the memorialists state the extraordinary fact: that 
Erie was “entirely overlooked, and the place itself 
not considered of an importance sufficient even to 
justly a visit of examination by the medical gen- 
temen who constituted the board.” It seems they 
must have passed from Buffalo to Cleaveland, 
without even paying Irie a passing visi. He 
made these remarks without any personal aim at 
these gentlemen, for he did not even know who 
they were. He trusted, however, that Congress 
would grant the citizens of these two important 
places in Pennsyivania a fair hearing. That was 
all he asied. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill to cede 
the public lands to the States in which they lie on 
certain couditions, reported ‘the same without 
amendinent. 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to v » was referred the reso- 
lution directing an ingniry into the expediency of 
relinguishing to the Stare of Alabama her two per 
cent. fand, for the -purpose oi enabling the State 
fo make certain roads, reported a bill for that pur- 
pose, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. g 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported with amendments the billito au- 
thorize the location of certain pre-emption cer- 
tificates. . 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further consi- 
ivratioa of the petition of John’ Lacy. ; 

Mr. WALKER submited the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adapted: — 

Hesolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ceding on reasonable. terms.to the States in which 
they are situate, the public lands annually inun- 


dated -by the Mississippi river, its tributariés and 
outlets. nAra : : 

Mr. MOUTON presented. the reso]utions of the 
Legislature of Louisiana, in favor of. the. pre- 
emption law, for the benefit of.actual’ settlers on 
the public lands in that State, excluding floats: read, 
laid onthe table, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to’ establish: two ‘additional land offices 
in that part of the Territory: of Wisconsin west 
of the Mississippi, was read ‘the third: time ‘and. 
passed. pia Tee A : 

The bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 
tion of the price of ‘the publie lands ‘was taken up; 
and, on } iz 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was postponed 
to, and made the order of the day for Thursday 
next. -. Bais 3 

The bill for the relief of Major Gen; Alexander 
Macomb was taken up. y i i 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested that the bill had better 
be passed over, as the Senator from Pennsylvania 
wished to address the Senate on the subject, and it 
was now too nearthe time of taking up the specia! 
order, 

Mr. BUCHANAN ‘explained that it was not 
General Macomb’s bill that-he. wished to speak on, 
but the subject of brevet pay, which he understood 
was involved in it, on which he wished to say a 
few words. This subject’ of brevet pay, he said, 
would involve not -one, but a great many cages. 
He was ready to say what he had to say whenever 
the Senator from New Hampshire chose to take up 
the bill. i 7 ; 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill was then 
postponed, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. ` f 7 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be. engrossed fora third 
reading: “ea o 

The bill for the relief of Allan A. Moore; 

The bill for the relief of Edward Burgess; 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Lansing; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Murphy; and 

The bill for the relief of John Krepps. `. 

The bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges, was 
read the second time and rejected. 

SPECIAL ORDER. - 

Mr. DAVIS then rose and. resumed his unfinish- 
ed remarks of yesterday, occupying the floor of the 
Senate until 33.0’clock, when, : 

Mr. STRANGE intimated his. intention of ad- 
dressing the Senaté-cn the subject, but, asit was 
then late in the day, if would, 1f no Senator desired 
to call up the business, move.an adjournment. 

Mr. WALKER. then-moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business, 
which was agreed to, and the doors were according- 
ly closed, and, after spending a short time in seeret 
session, : 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frmay, March 2, 1838. mt 

Mr. GRENNELL of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
GRANTLAND of. Georgia, were announced as 
being appointed by the Cra to fill the vacancies 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr: Briccs and 
Mr. Harrison, on the Select Committee to investi- 
gate the causes of the-death of the late Hon. Jona- 
THAN CILLEY. _ 

Inthe place of Mr. Muntensura, Mr. Crate of 
Virginia, is now chairman of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, and Mr. Porrver was ap- 
pointed to fill up the vacancy on said committee. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House to 
submit a motion to grant the use of the Hall on 
Tuesday evening next to Mr. Buckingham, to deli- 
vera public introductory lecture on the subject of 

_Cbjection being made, Mr. A. moved’ a suspen- 
sion of the rule; when the vote being 78 to 41, no 


quorum, ; eres 
Mr. BOON called for. the yeas and “nays; which 
were—yeas 92, nays 60. 2 
So the House refused to suspend the rule. . 
Reports from conintittees were. then called for. 
>. o MILITARY AFFAIRS. 0% 0 0° 


Mr. McKAY reported a bill to authorize th 
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President of the United States to accept the Services 
of volunteers. 

Mr. McKAY also gave ‘notice that, in conse- 
quence of the situation of the country, he should 
feel it his duty, on some day next week, to ask the 
House torresolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the slate of the Union, for the purpose of consi- 
dering the bill from the Senate, and now before the 


House; to provide for an increase of the army of 


the United States. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. : 

Mr. HOWARD reported Senate bill, and amend- 
ments, in relation to our laws of neutrality, as re- 
committed to that committee a second time, and 
moved it be laid on the table, in consequence of 
the committee having reported a separate bill on 
the same subject yesterday; which motion was 
agreed lo. 


r 


WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenues. : 

Mr. PATTON inquired in what way. the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means obtained jurisdiction to 
report this bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, by the report: of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of the 
finances, and some dozen or more memorials in 
reference to a National Bank. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was also directed 
by the committee to make a report on the same 

_ subject; bat, at the request of the minority of the 
committee, it was postponed till Tuesday next. 
CLAIMS. ; 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for 
the relief of Dr. Francis Lambert. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John E. Alexande . 

i ` COMMERCE. 

Mr. DeGRAFF reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Potter and James Cassedy of Wilmington, 
North Carolina, (read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, on motion of Mr. 
McKay.) 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of 
certain settlers of the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. YELL reported Senate bill, with amend- 
ments, entitled an act for the relief of sundry citi- 
zens of Arkansas, who lost their improvements in 
consequence of the treaty between the United States 
and the Choctaw Indians. 

Mr. LINCOLN presented certain amendments, 
which were committed with the bill, and all order- 
ed to be printed with Mr. YeLw’s report. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Daniel H: Hoe. 

POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY made several unfavora- 

ble reports from this committee. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. DAWSON reported Senate bill, with amend- 
ments, entitled an Act supplementary to the act 
entitled entitled An act concerning the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill was in relation to the re-organization of 
the Orphan’s Court in the District, and had been 
reported in consequence of the incapacity of the 
present judge to fulfil the duties; and, the. term 
being for. life, he could not be removed. It pro- 
vided for a second judge during his life. 

The first amendment limited the term, after the 
demise of the present incumbent, to four years. 

Mr. D.,.moved the concurrence of the House, 
and pending its consideration, the morning hour 
expired, and the House passed to the special order, 
being the 
NEUTRALITY BILL, . 
reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs yes- 
terday, the Senate bill having been laid on the 
table’ this morning. This important bill was as 

follows: 


A BILL to amend an act entitled “An act in ad- 
ditiom tothe act for the punishment of certain 
crimes’ against the United States, and to repeal 

’ the acts therein mentioned,” approved twentieth 
of April, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


- sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That-the several collectors, naval 


officers, Surveyors, inspectors of customs, the mar- 
shals and deputy marshals of the United States, and 
every other officer who may be specially empow- 
ered for the purpose by the President of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively 
authorized and required to seize and detain any 
vessel or other means or materials. which may be 
provided or prepared for any military expedition 
or enterprise, contrary to the sixth section of the 


aci passed on the twentieth of April, eighteen hun- - 


dred and eighteen, entitled “An act in addition to 
the act for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States, and to repeal the acts therein 
mentioned,” and to retain possession of the same 
-antil the decision of the President be had thereon, 
or until the same shall be released as hereinafter 
directed. i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the seve- 
ral officers mentioned in the foregoing section shall 
be, and they are hereby, respectively authorized 
and required. to seize any vessel or vehicle, and all 
arms or munitions of war, about to pass the fron- 
tier of the United States for any place within any 
foreign state or colony conterminous with the Uni- 
ted States, where the character of the vessel or ve- 
hicle and the quantity of arms and munitions, or 
other circumstances, shall furnish probable cause 
to believe that the said vessel or vehicle, arms, or 
munitions of war,are intended to be employed by 
the owner or owners thereof, or any other person 
or persons, with his or their privity, in carrying on 
any military expedition or operations within the 
territory or dominions of any foreign prince or 
State, or any colony, districi, or people conter- 
minous with the United States, and with whom. the 
United States are at peace, and detain the same 
until the decision of the President be had for the 
restoration of the same, or until such property 
shall be discharged by the judgment of a court of 
competent jurisdiction: Provided, That nothing in 
this act contained be so construed as to extend 
to, or interfere with, any trade with or by the citi- 
zens of the United States to or with any parties en- 
gaged in war: which trade is now authorized either 
by treaty or the laws of nations. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the officer making any seizure under 
this act, to make application, with due diligence, 
to the district judge of the district court of the 
United States within which such seizure may be 
made, for a warrant to justify the detention of the 
property so seized, which warrant shall be granted 
only on oath or affirmation, showing that there is 
probable cause to believe that the property so 
seized is intended to be used in a manner contrary 
to the provisions of this act: and if said judge shall 
refuse to issue such warrant, or application there- 
for shall not be made by the officer making such 
seizure within a reasonable time thereafter, the said 
property shall forthwith be restored to the owner. 
But af the said judge shall be satisfed that the 
seizure was justified under the provisions of this 
act, and issue his warrant accordingly, then the 
same shall be detained by the officer so seizing 


said property, until the President shall order it. 


to be restored to the owner or claimant, or until it 
shall be discharged in due course of law, on the 
petition of the claimant, as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 4. And be il further enacted, That the owner 
or claimant of any property seized under-this act, 
may file his petition in the circuit or district court 
of the United States in the district where such sei- 
zure was made, setting forih the facts in the case; 
and thereupon such court shall proceed, with all 
convenient despatch, after causing due notice to be 
given to the district attorney and officer making 
such seizure, to decide upon the said case, and 
order restoration of the property, unless it shall 
appear that the seizure was authorized by this act: 
and the circuit and district courts shall have juris- 
diction, and are hereby vested with full power and 
authority, to try and determine all cases which may 
arise under this act; and all issues in fact arising 
under it, shall be decided by a jury in the manner 
now provided by law. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the officer making any seizure under this act 


shall have applied for and obtained. warrant for | 


the detention of the property, or the ctaifmant shall 


' with the United States, 


posed io give this power to the 


have filed a petition for its restoration, and failed 


- to obtain it, and the property so seized shall have 
| been in the custody of the officer for the term of 


three calendar months from the date of such 
seizure, it shall and may be lawful for the claimant 
or owner to file. with the officer a bond to the 
amount of double the value of the property so seiz- 
ed and detained, with at least two sureties, to be 
approved by the judge of the circuit or district 
court, with a condition that the property, when re- 
stored, shall not be used or employed by the owner 
or owners thereof, or by any other person or per- 
sons with his or their privity, in carrying on any 
military expedition or operations within the terri- 
tory or dominions of any foreign prince or State, 
orany colony, district, or people, conterminous 
with whom the United 
States are at peace; and thereupon the said officer 
shall restore such property to the owner or claimant 


thus giving bond: Provided, That such restoration 


shall not prevent seizure from being again made, 
in case there may exist fresh cause to apprehend 
a new violation of any of the provisions of this act. 

Sec: 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
person apprehended and committed for trial, for 
any offence against the act hereby amended, shall, 
when admitted to bail for his appearance, give 
such additional security as the judge admitting him 
to bail may require, not to violate, nor to aid in 
violating, any of the provisions of the act hereby 
amended. ; 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the President of the United States shall have reason 
to believe that offences have been, or are likely to 
be, committed against the provisions of the ac 
hereby amended, within’ any judicial district, it 
shall be lawful-for him, in his diseretion; to direct 
the judge, marshal, and district attorney of such 
district to attend at such place within the district, 
and for such time, as he may designate, for the 
purpose of the more speedy and convenient arrest. 
and examination of persons charged with the vio- 
lation of the act hereby amended; and it shall be 
the duty of every such judge, or other officer, when 
any such requisition shall’ be received by him, to 
attend at the place and for the time therein desig- 
nated. ` i 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, or 
such person as he may empower for that purpose, 
to employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States, or of the militia, as shall be ne- 
cessary to prevent the violation, and to enforce the 
due execution, of this act, and the act hereby 
amended. 

Mr. HOWARD explained that this bill had been 
reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs in 
consequence of the difficulty of amending the 
Senate’s bill in such manner as to meet the views 
of the members of the House. He trusted that this 
bill would be more acceptable, and hoped that the- 
Clerk would read it by sections, so that the amend- 
ments, if any, might be proposed in regular order to 
the bill. 

The first section being read, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
words which authorized the President to release 
goods which may be taken in certain cases. 

Mr. U. stated the reason why he moved.this 
amendment to be, to prohibit the President from 
acting in a judicial capacity. 

Mr. HOWARD stated that this provision was 
introduced, because it was considered that the Pre- 
sident was the most competent judge in these cases. 
He was fully acquainted with our relations with fo- 
reign countries, which made him more competent 
to judge in such cases than the judges of courts. 
If the matter was referred to the courts, there might 
be difference of opinion between the judges, in 
consequence of the information which was.in their 
possession; but the President, having all the infor- 
mation, could decide more understandingly and 
properly. It wasa mere power to relieve property 
that had been seized, and might be assimilated to 
the pardoning power. He trusted, therefore, that 
the amendment. proposed by the gentleman from 
Kentucky: would not prevail. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, that if it was pro- 
resident in conse- 
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quence of its being merely a pardoning power, there 
was no necessity for it, as he now had that power 
under the Constitution and laws without further le- 
gislation. His objection to the clause which he had 
moved to strike ont, was, that it invested the Ex- 
ecutive with judicial powers, and powers which be- 
longed exclusively to the Judiciary department; be- 
cause it enabled him to cetermine whether or not 
an offencehad been committed. He apprehended 
it would not do in this couatry to vest judicial 
powers in the Executive. 

Mr. McK AY considered that it would be entirely 
improper to strike out this clause. It simply gave 
power to the Executive, in cases where property 
had been seized, to release it. The law provided 
for the seizure of property, but not for its forfeiture; 
therefore, it was proper that the President should 
have the power to release it, under certain circum- 
stances. In case this amendment prevailed, and 
the clause was struck out, goods could only be re- 
stored by the judgment of courts; and where they 
had been seized in consequence of a violation of 
the law, there must be great delay and loss to the 
citizens in certain cases. 

The motion to strike out was then disagreed to. 

‘The second section being read, < 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out that part 
of the section which made the bill applicable only 
to conterminous territories. Mr. E. remarked that 
it might be said that there was very little danger of 
gelling into any difficulty with countries which did 
not lie contiguous to the United States; but he 
thought our legislation ought to be uniform. He 
had an objection to having a Jaw passed by Con- 
gress which subjected his constituents to a rule 
which was not general, and for this reason he 
hoped his amendment might prevail. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that it was necessary 
to shape our legislation to the circumstances in 
which wé were placed. We already had laws which 
which were applicable to expeditions fitted out 
for service at sea, and against foreign countries, 
and it now became necessary to pass laws to pre- 
serve our neutrality with conterminous countries, 
and this law had been introduced to effect that ob- 
ject. He hoped the amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. HOLSEY contended that this bill was 
about to place us in the same relation to conter- 
minous countries which it did to other foreign 
countries, if it passed, and urged upon the gen- 
tieman from New York to withdraw his propo- 
sition to amend. 

Mr. FILLMORE sustained his amendment on 
the ground that the bill created invidious distinc- 
tions, which eught never to exist in the legislation 
of any country. f 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment; but the House refused to order them, 
and the amendment of Mr. Firtmore was dis- 
agreed to. ; 7 

Mr. EVERETT moved to strike out that clause 
which, provided that.the law should not interfere 
with the trade authorized to be carried on by the 
laws of the nations: lost. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause to line sixteen, and insert an 
amendment which he sent to the Chair, providing 
that in all cases of seizures, affidavit should first be 
made, and a warrant issued, 

Mr. R. urged his amendment on the House, on 
the ground of the unconstitulionality of making 
seizures without due course of law, as was pro- 
posed to be done by the bill. 

Mr. PATTON replied to Mr. R. pointing to the 
third section of the bill, which provided that im- 
mediately after the seizure, a warrant should be 
obtained in due form from some judicial officer, for 
the purpose of holding the property seized. This 
he contended was all that was necessary to guard 
against the abuse of power, and he argued that if 
a warrant under oath was to be obtained before 
seizure, that the Jaw would be wholly ineffectual, 
as it would in almost every instance, if not in 
every one, be evaded. 

Mr. MENIFEE then addressed the House at 
some length, in opposition to the bill, on the ground 
of its unconstitutionality. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


LEGARE, MENIFEE, MAXWELL, and UN- 


DER WOOD; when, 3 , 

Mr. CUSHMAN said, that wishing to bring the 
House to adirect vote on the question, he moved 
the previous question; which was seconded—83 to 


41, and the main question ordered without a divi- 


Sion. 

Mr. PETRIKEN asked forthe yeas: and nays 
on the main quéstion, on the engrossment of the 
bill; which were ordered, and were—yeas 130, nays 
45, and the biil was read a third time and passed. 

The bill reported this morning for the relief of 
Potter and Cassedy, of Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill directing the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office to ascertain the quantity of Jand 
covered by grants made to Anthony Shane and 
Lewis Godfrey, in section 16, township 14, range 2 
east, in Lima district, Ohio, was read a third time 
and passed. i 

The bill supplementary to the act for the relief 
of Paine and Arnold, was also read a third time 
and passed. i 

Sundry bills anda joint resolution from the Senate 
were taken up, read twice, and referred to their 
appropriate standing committees. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit a resolution 
calling upon the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy, fora return of the names of pension 
agents, agencies, &e. but it was objected to. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House adjourned. s 

IN SENATE, 
Faivay, March 2, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a preamble and reso- 
lutions adopted by the. Philadelphia Chamber of 
Commerce, on the subject of French spoliations 
committed on the property of American citizens 
anterior to 1800; which was read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of sundry 
officers of the navy, in relation to rank. The peti- 
tion states that some of the lieutenants often meet 
and are associated in the same rank with those 
who were not born when they entered the service: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LYNN presented the petition of James M. 
White and wife, asking the passage of a law giving 
the right of pre-emption to two tracts of Jand in 
the State of Missouri; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the 
frigate Raritan, now on the stocks, may be com- 
pleted: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from the 
Alexandria and Falmouth Railroad Company, 
praying the aid of Congress: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of the chil- 
dren of Col. Johnson, who was killed at the battle 
of Long Island, praying arrearages of pension: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Mount Desert, in the State of 
Maine, praying the erection of a harbor light on 
Bear Island. Also, from certain citizens of Maine, 
praying the establishment of spindles or buoys in 
Kennebec river. Both these petitions were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Jo- 
seph Murdock, praying to be relieved from a cer- 
lain contract entered into by him for carrying the 
mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of certain 
citizens of De Kalb, Kane, and Winnebago coun- 
ties, Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail 
route on the lne of the new State road from 
McCarty’s Mills to Rockford, on Rock rivers re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 7 . 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to divide the State of Dela- 


ware into two collection districts; which was read, ! 


and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which was recommitted the bill for the relief of ~ 
‘William ‘Thorpe, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. : . b 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, : apne 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed ` 
to cause a survey of Elizabeth river, beginning | 
at the northern debouche of the. Dismal Swamp 
Canal and terminating at Sewell’s Point, embracing : 
the harbors of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia, © 
and the ship channel from the Roads up. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on „the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into’ the expediency of: 
repealing so much of the act of 1789° as requires ` 
the Secretary of State to have the acts of Congress 
recorded in books provided for that purpose. : 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to leave, introduced 
the following bill, which was read a second time 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

A BILL to prohibit the giving or accepting within 
` the District of Columbia, of a challenge to fights 
duel, and for the punishment thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rpresen- 
tatives of the United Stales of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That if any person shall, within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, give or send, or cause to be given. 
or sent to any other person, any challenge to fight 
a duel, or to engage in single combat with any 
deadly or dangerous instrument or weapon what- 
ever within or without the’said District, and such 
challenge shall be accepted by. the other party, and. 
a meeting of the parties thereto shall be. had in. 
pursuance thereof, within or without the said Dis- 
trict, and either of the said parties shall be killed er 
mortally wounded iu’such duel or combat, the sur- 
viving party to such challenge, and every person 
who shall aid or abet in the giving or sending, or 
causing to be given or sent, such challenge, shall 
be deemed guilty of murder, and upon conviction 
thereof in any courtcompetent to the trial thereof, 
in the said District, shall suffer death. 

Sesc. Q. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall give or send, or cause to be given or 
sent, to any person in the District of Columbia, 
any challenge to fight a duel, or to engage in, sin- 
gle combat with any deadly or dangerous instru- 
ment or weapon whatever, or if any person in said 
District shall accept any challenge -to fight a duel, . 
or to engage in single combat with any deadly or 
dangerous instrument or weapon whatever, or shall 
be the bearer of any such challenge, every person 
so giving or sending, or causing to be given or 
sent, or accepting such challenge, or being the 
bearer thereof; and every person’ aiding or abetting 
in the giving, sending, or accepting such challenge, 
shall be deemed guilty of a high'crime and misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof in any court 
competent to try the same in the said District, shall 
be punished by imprisonment, and confined to 
hard labor in the penitentiary for a term notex- ` 
ceeding ten years, nor less than five years, in the 
discretion of the court. ` 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person 
shall assault, strike, beat or wound, or cause to. be 
assaulted, stricken, beaten or wounded, any person 
in the District of Columbia, for declining or refu- 
sing to accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to 
engage in single combat with any deadly or dan- 
gerous instrument or weapon whatever, or shall 
post and publish, or cause to be posted and pub- 
lished, any writing charging any such person so 
declining or refusing to accept any such challenge, 
to be a coward, or using any other opprobrious or 
injurious language therein, tending to degrade and 
disgrace such person for so declining or refusing 
such challenge, every person so offending, on con- 
viction thereof in any court competent to the trial 
thereof, in the said District, shall.be punished by 
confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary.for. a 
term not exceeding seven years, nor. less than threc 
years, in the discretion of the Court. ` ; 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in ad- 
dition to the oath now prescribed by law to bead- 
ministered to the grand jury in the District of Co- 
lumbia, they shall be-sworn faithfully and impar- 
tially to inquire into; and true presentments make 
of, all offences against this act. 

On introducing this bil, Mr. PRENTISS said 
that, entertaining the. principles and sentiments he 
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did, and:‘representing a people who acknowledge 
no code or. system ‘of law but suċh- as is derived 
from Divine authority, or from regularly constitu- 
ted and established civil government, he felt it to be 
a duty, with which he could not dispense, to intro- 
duce this bill. In doing so, (said Mr. P.) I have 
been moved by no mere transient. or fugitive feeling 
of the moment; by no mere excitement, growing 
out of a very recent- and very lamentable event; 
though it is somewhat difficult, I must confess, en- 
tirely to repress or overcome the emotions which 
that event has produced. Although the event to 
which Í allude has carried, as we all know it has, 
lamentation and wo unspeakable, unuiterable an- 
guish and agony of heart, to.an innocent and unof- 
fending family, and is fitted to awaken, here and 
every where, sensations of the deepest grief and 
sorrow; notwithstanding all this, I have nothing to 
do, nothing to say, concerning the transaction, in 
my place here. It is past and gone. We cannot 
recall the dead to life. We cannot repair the 
wrong and injury which have been done. But we 
can provide for the future. We can do what be- 
comes us to prevent so fatal, so heart-rending an 
occurrence hereafter. 

Sir, (continued Mr. P.) in bringing in this bill, I 
have acted, as I have said, from no mere impulse of 
overwrought sensibility; from no mere tempora- 
ry excited feeling. I have been influenced by 
higher, more stable, and lasting motives; by princi- 
ples of action deeper settled, more permament and 
enduring; principles which remain the same in all 
times and under all circumstances. I am influ- 
enced tpon principles which look upon duelling as 
a crime; as an offence against high Heaven; for- 
bidden and condemned alike by religion and mo- 
rality, by the laws of God and man. 

Sir, I might here, with no impropriety, speak of 
the spirit of insubordination and Jawless violence 

“which is abroad in the land, infecting and pervad- 
ing, it would seem, entire communities, threatening 
the subversion of the established institutions of the 
country, and which, if not checked and subdued, 
will, itis to be feared, sooner or later, overthrow 
all law and all government, and open the way to 
brutal anarchy and misrule, to scenes of civil strife 
and disorder, as. sanguinary, as terrific, as any 
which marked the ferocious and bloody annals of 
revolutionary France. 

But, sir, my purpose is confined to a single, a 
particular object. . It is to prohibit and suppress a 
practice here, which, if not stopped, must ultimate- 
ly, in addition to other deplorable consequences of 
a private and social nature, put an-end to all free- 
dom of debate and action in yourhalls of legisla- 
tion, banish from them all just and rightful autho- 
rity, and substitute the dominion of mere brute 
force in its place. ; 

Mr. President, in bringing forward this measure, 
I repeat I have acted froma high sense of duty. 
The moral and religious principles in which Ihave 
been educated, and which I regard as binding upon 
me in all circumstances and situations, whether 
public or private, in which I am placed, would not 
allow me to hold a seat here, and remain inactive 
in this matter. AndI call upon Senators, upon 

‘ grave, considerate Senators, head of families, fa- 
thers of the land, to interpose their authority and 
influence to stay a practice.as unsuited to the en- 
lightened age in which we live, as it is revolting to 
the moral and religious feeling of the country. 1 
call upon them by their regard to the rising genera- 
tion, upon whom the hopes of the country rest; by 
their regard to the eternal and immutable principles 
of moral rectitude; by every consideration of jus- 
tice and humanity; by the duty they owe to God 
and their country, to give their aid and support to 
a measure demanded by the moral sense of the nd- 
tion, and no less necessary to maintain freedom of 
discussion here, than it is essential to personal se- 
curity, and to the preservation of law, liberty, and 
social order. f 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

Av act for the relief of Allen R. Moore. 

An act for the relief of Edward Burgess. 

An act for the rélief of Abraham Lansing. 

An act for the relief of Sarah. Murphy. 

An act for the relief of John Kreps. 


The following bills-were severally read a-second 
time, and» ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
‘ing ` . 
An act for-the relief of Thomas J. Lawler and 
Smith M. Miles. 5 : 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. William 
Eaton. è 3 

Bill to provide for the uniform payment of horses 
lost in the military service of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Presley N. O'Bannon. 

An act for the relief of Eli Horton. 

` An act for the relief of Benjamin Mooers. 
An act for the relief of John M. Oliver. 
An for the relief of Francis Gardiner, 


The act for the relief of Jonathan Davis, was, 


on motion of Mr. MORRIS, laid on the table. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Senate then took up the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, when Mr. STRANGE rose and occupied 
the floor until 4 o’clock in favor of the bill, and 
gave way fora motion to adjourn before he had 
concluded his argument. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarorpay, March 3, 1838. 

The first business in order, was the.considera- 
tion of the Senate bill, in relation to the Orphan’s 
Court of the District of Columbia, reported yester- 
terday from the Committee on the District. 

The question pending, was on making the dura- 
tion of appointments for four years, reported as 
an amendment by Mr. Dawson, from the Com- 
mittee on the District. f 

This amendment was briefly opposed by Messrs. 
PATTON and MERCER, and supported Messrs. 
PETRIKEN and DAWSON, when Mr. D. to 
meet the objection, moved that the operation of 
the act itself should be limited to four years, arter 
which Congress might reject or approve of the 
other proposition, This was briefly opposed by 
Mr. Parron, when, on motion of Mr. Dawson, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed till 
Tuesday next. ; 

{The objection to the amendment was based on 
the ground that the authority of Congress to legis- 
late on this matter was derived from the Constitu- 
tion, under which all judges were appointed during 


good behavior, and that this was “a United States | 


court, and should be governed by that provision. 
To this it was replied, that the court was antecedent 
to the Constitution, having been originally organized 
under the laws of Maryland, prior to the cession 
of the District, and Congress, as the local jegisla- 
ture of the District, was not restricted by that 
clause of the Constitution. ] 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOMAS reported the Senate bill to pre- 
vent the counterfeiting of gold, silver and copper 
coin. . 

On. motion of Mr. CORWIN the bill to change 
the time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 


| States, for the seventh circuit, on the Spealrer’s ta- 


ble, was recommitled to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 


Letitia Crane. 
ROADS AND CANALS. . 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill giving the assent 
of Congress to the amendatory act of the General 
Assembly of the State of Virginia, incorporating 
the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad Company, 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing on Monday. 

POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY made unfavorable reports 
on the petition of the Clerks in the General Post 
Office, praying additional compensation; on the pe- 
tition of William Walker; and on that of William 
Cater; which were severally laid on the table. 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

The unfinished. business of the morning hour 
then came us, being the resolution of Mr. TOHN- 
SON of Maryland, proposing to set apart, for the 


‘penefit of all the States of ‘the Union, a certain 


quantity of public land. 


Mr. J. contiaued his remarks till the expiration 
of the morning hour, when ; 

The CHAIR announced the private orders. .... 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he hoped he would . 
have the assent of the chairman of the Committee 
of Claims, and the leave of the House, for a sus- 
pension of the private bills, in order to go on with 
the appropriation bills; and he made that motion 
accordingly. f ; 

The CHAIR was about dividing the House; 
when, . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for. the. yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and- were—yeas 121, 
nays 36. 

So.the rules were suspended. wa 

The CHAIR laid before the House the following 
communications: ` 

1. From. the Secretary of War, an additional 
report, in answer to the resolution of the 11th of 
October last, transmitting certain correspondence 
not heretofore transmitted with General Jesup, ac- 
cidentally omitted in the report thereof heretofore 
made to.the House. 

On motion of Mr. M'KAY: laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of War, in answer to a 
resolution of the House of the 2d July, 1836, re- 
requiring testimony to he taken, and statements to be 
made to the House, respecting the claim of John 
Jones, for work done on Pea Patch Island. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

PENSION BILL. 

The House then took up -the “ bill making ap- 

propriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 


; other pensioners of the United States, for the year 


1838,” the question being on its engrossment. 

Mr. CURTIS then reiterated his charges in rela- 
toin to the use of the balances in their hands’ by 
the pension agents. 

The debate was further continued on the same 
side by Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, and expressed the 
hope that the two gentlemen would keep in mind 
their sound and convincing arguments against bank 
agencies; and when the bill. came up, which he had 
the honor to report yesterday, to dispense with all 


‘bank agencies in. the management of the public 


revenues, give it their hearty assent.” Mr. C. en- 
tered into a variety of statements on the subject. 
He suggested a remedy, and the only one. The 
large balances said to be in the hands of pension 
agents, grew ont of the accumulation of past 
pensions remaining unclaimed, and a law should 
be passed providing for their being returned to 
the Treasury after they had been unclaimed for 
twelve months. As amember of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, he should do his best to secure 
the introduction and adoption of such a remedy. 
Mr. C. also sent to the Clerk’s table, to be read to 
the House, a number of letters from agents to the 
Commissioner, which went to establish the position 
he had taken, and to show that the money was not 
used by the agents individually, but -by the banks 
in which the money was deposited. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said he had heard no objection 
made against this bill, but all seemed to concur in 
the necessity of its passage. 

Mr. BELL. But not to the whole amount. 


Mr. CUSHMAN had, nevertheless, heard no 
argument against the necessity of its passage. Mr. 
C. then went on to reply to Mr. Curmis, and in 
vindication of Gov. Hill. 


Mr. HAYNES said he had devoted to this dis- . 
cussion all the attention which the state of his 
healt would permit. He had been gratified by 
the course of the discussion, and agreed entirely 
with those who objected to the use of the public 
money by officers and agents to. whom it was com- 
mitted. i 

From the manner in which the debate had been 
conducted by some gentlemen, it would seem that ` 
Solomon was far less wise than mankind had gen- 
erally considered him, and that those who objected 
to the use of the public money by pension agents, 
had indeed discovered something new under the 
sun. But he had risen, in part, for the purpose of 
stating that the fact isnot so. ‘That ever since the 


public money was taken out of the hands of the 
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officers of the Government, it had been used by 
the agents to whom it had beer entrusted. 

The use of the public money by pension agents 
Was not, therefore, an exception to the general 
practice. The custodiar of the public money had 
had. the -use of the public money ever since the 
change of custody to banks from the officers of the 
Government. To show that the agents of the Go- 
vernment havé been compensated by the use of the 
public money, it was only necessary to refer to the 
amount of public money in the eustody of the Uni- 
ted States Bank for fifteen years, from 1818 
to 1832, during which period the average amount 
was near seven millions of dollars—not less than 
six millions six or seven hundred thousand dollars. 
At an interest of five per cent. per annum, less 
than the interest required on loans by any bank 
within his knowledge, the compensation upon the 
use of this amount of the public money would 
be about five millions of dollars. There was no 
complaint. then, there is none now, to such use of 
the pablic money by the Bank of the United States, 
by those who so strongly object to its use by pension 
agents, 

He agreed most heartily with those who objected 
to this practice, and warned gentlemen who should 
not vote for the Treasury bill referred to by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that they would be confronted by their own argu- 
ment. For his part he was for cutting up the abuse 
entirely and forever, by no longer permitting the 
use of the public money by those to whose care it 
might be committed. He hoped, when the 'Treasu- 
ry bill should be taken up, he should find gentle- 
men who are opposed to permitting pension agents 
to use the public money, standing side by side with 
him, and that they would, as he should, show their 
faith by their works. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. MAR- 
VIN, when . 

Mr. TAYLOR said that having heard no objec- 
tion to this bill, it could'be nothing more than a 
waste of time to be discussing matters which were 
unconnected with it, and which had better be dis- 
cussed on some other and more fitting occasion 
than on the appropriation bill to pay the old pen- 
sioners, 

_ The House seconded the demand for the pre- 
vious question—65 to 63. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the- main ‘question; and pending the Chair 
ascertaining if they were ordered, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that: the House ad- 
joum., 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered; and the motion to adjourn 
being taken by tellers, resulted—ayes 71, noes 70, 
the CHAIR, under the ninth rule, voting in the 
negative, the motion to adjourn was lost. 

The question then recurring on ordering the 
yeas and nays, they were refused, and the main 
question ordered without a division; and on that 
question, being on the third reading of the bill— 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered, and the bill was then read a 
third time and passed without a division. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 


Saturpay, March 3, 1838. 
Mr. LINN presented a petition signed by many 
“members of the Western Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences, situated at St. Louis, Missouri, asking an 
appropriation to enable them more widely to extend 
the usefulness of said Academy: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial and remon- 
strance of sundry citizens of Hlinois, on the subjects 
of a mail route: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. ; 

Also, the petition of Henry Gates, praying in- 
demnity for Indian depredations: referred te the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Nancy, Sally, and Betsy 
Contraman, praying the passage of a law autho- 
rizing the loeation of certain Indian reservations: 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the 
teachers of French and Drawing at the Military Aca- 
demy, West Point, praying for increase of salary: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Michigan, praying for the establishment 
of a new post route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Isa- 
bella Truxton, widow of Lieut. Payne of the reve- 
nue service of the United States, praying to be 
placed on the naval pension list, for reasons set 
forth in the petition: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas H. Boyd, moved to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would, on Mon- 
day next, ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of John Brahan, deceased. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to report to the Senate as follows: 

1, The whole number of acres of land that have 
been granted to the State of Indiana for all pur- 
poses. 

2. The number of acres of land that have been 
granted to the State of Indiana under the. provi- 
sions of the act of 2d March, 1827, confirming the 
provisions of the second article of the treaty of 
1Gth October, 1826, between the commissioners of 
the United States and the Pottawatamie tribe of 
Indians. 

3. The number of acres of land that were grant- 
ed to the State of Indiana under the provisions of 
the act of 2d March, 1827, as the same have been 
located. 

4. What portion of the lands granted to the 
State of Indiana by the act of 2d March, 1827, lie 
in the State of Ohio, and have been received by 
that State. 

Several bills from the: House of Representatives 
were read twice, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

The neutrality bill, that yesterday passed the 
Tiouse, was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 


BUCHANAN; referred to the Committee on Fo- 


reign Relations. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton. 

The bill to provide for the uniform payment for 
horses lost in the military service of the United 
States. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler and 
Smith M. Miles. 

The bill for the relief of Presley N. O’Bannon. 

The bill for the relief of Francis Gardner. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Moore. 

The bill for the relief of Eli Horton. 

The bill for the relief of John M. Oliver. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in the Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Davis; 

The bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Riviere and his 
legal representatives. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury bill; when 


Mr. STRANGE took the floor in continuation 
of his speech, commenced yesterday, and spoke 
until two o’clock; when 


Mr. MERRICK intimated his intention of ad- 


dressing the Senate on the subject at its next ses-' 


sion. 

The Senate then went into the consideration. of 
Executive business; after which, 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ` 
Monpay, March. 5, 1838. 

This day, by a rule of the House, being resolu- 
tion day, the Speaker proceeded to call the States, 
commencing at Wisconsin Territory. 

j WISCONSIN. 

Ön motion of Mr. JONES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be 
instructed to inquire’ into. the expediency’of autho- 
rizing the Territory of Wisconsin to take the census 
and to adopt a constitution preparatory to being ad- 
mitted into the Union. - sit 

FLORIDA. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expeciency of . re- 
organizing the Legislative council of Florida Terri- 
‘tory, so as togive another ‘branch to said councik 
to be called a Senate. 

` MICHIGAN. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, - 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency. 
of establishing a Surveyor General's Office for the 
State of Michigan. : 

ARKANSAS. 

On motion of Mr. YELL; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of extend- 
ing the time of locating thé Lovely Donation claims 


in Arkansas. : 
_.. MISSOURI: 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform this House what amount of money, if 
any, has been expended under any act or acts of 
Congress making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Missouri river. Also, 
whether the larger snag boats now in the service 
of the Government could not, at periods of the 
year when not employed on the Lower Mississippi, 
be transferred to the Missouri river with advantage 
to the public interest; and: if so, to submit an esti- 
mate of the cost of working them while on that 
service. € 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this: House what progress has been 
made in laying out and establishing a military road 
on the frontiers of Missouri and Arkansas, and of 
constructing military pusts on the same, specifying 
particularly, under the provisions: of the act of July 
2d, 1836, at what time the work was: first com~ 
menced; how much of said road has been surveyed, 
if any; how much cleared out and constructed, if 
any; at what period since the passage of the-act the 
work, if any, was done; what fortifications, if any, 
have been construcied along said road; what 
amount of the appropriation has been expended, if 
any, in carrying into effect the provisions of said 
act; what number of the troops of the United. 
States, ifany, have been employed in the construc- 
tion of said road and military posts; and, if none 
have been so employed, what “ other laborers,” if 
any, has been procured to execute said work; how 
many sets of commissioners have been engaged in 
surveying said road; if more than one, what cause 
operated to produce the additional number; and in 
the event that said road and military posts have 
not been surveyed, cleared out and constructed, as 
required by said act, to state specifically the causes 
of the delay. : 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
creating an additional land district in’ the north- 
western part of the State of Missouri, so as to em- 
brace within the limits of said land distriet-what is 
usually called the Plot country, recently annexed to 
said State. : : à 


ALABAMA. - 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Co- 
lumbus, Mississippi, by Mill Post and Bay Spring, 
to Fayetteville, Alabama.. - 

Mr. LAWLER submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which lies over by the rules: 
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Resolved, That it is inexpedient to discontinue the 
receipt of the notes of specie-paying banks of the 
States, under proper regulations and restrictions, 
by the ‘Treasury Department in the collection 
of the public revenues; and that to do so would be 
highly injurious to the interest of such State institu- 
tions, and of the citizens generally. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Spring Hill, in Maren- 
go county, via Boston and Dayton, to Whitehall, 
in said county. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency. of 
allowing a pension to Andrew J. Kirby, of Jack- 
son county, Alabama, who was disabled on his 
march to Florida, in the service of the United 
States, in 1836. f 

ILLINOIS. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, f 

Rescived, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
structing a light-house at New Buffalo, on Lake 
Michigan, and also at the mouth of the Little Ca- 
lamet river. in Illinois. 

INDIANA. 

Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to lay before this House copies of all letters, pe- 
titions, or other documents, on file in his office, rela- 
tive to the removalof William G Pomeroy, late 
postmaster at Plymouth, Marshall co. Indiana, and 
the appointment of the present incumbent. 

Mr. W. remarked that he was aware that, by the 
rules of the House, resolutions calling upon a head 
of a Department for information, must lie over one 
day; but having been instructed by a respectable 
class of his constituents of both political parties, 
directly interested, to seek through this channel the 
information called for, he hoped the House would 
consent to take the vote now. 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. W. that, by 
the late rule, resolutions offered to-day are not de- 
bateable. 

Mr. WHITE thereupon moved to suspend the 
rules of the House, and that said resolution be con- 
sidered at this time; which motion was decided in 
the negative. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making suitable provision for the survey and 
improvement of White river, from its junction with 
the Wabash and the east and west forks thereof, 
(reserved national highways, by compaet,) as far 
as a certain slackwater navigation shall be found 
attainable. 

Mr. GRAHAM offered the following resolution: 

‘Whereas, at a meeting of the president and di- 
rectors of the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal 
Company, held at their office in Jeffersonville, on 
Saturday, the 10th day of February, 1838, the fol- 
lowing resoluiion was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Wittram GRAHAM, Re- 
presentative in Congress from the State of Indiana, 
be authorized and empowered, in the name and on 
behalf of the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal 
Company, to tender to the Congress of the United 
States a surrender of the charter cf said company 
upon condition that the General Government will 
undertake the construction of said canal; and all 
other acts and proceedings of the said WILLIAM 
Granam, necessary to the accomplishment of the 
object herein proposed, are fully authorized by this 
board. GEO. GRAHAM, President. 
Jas. E. MCOLELLAN, Secretary. 

égolved, That the Committee on Roads 


dieney of accepting the proposition of the president 
and directors of the Jeffersonville and New Albany 


efed to inquire into the expe-. 


Canal Company, as set forth in their foregoing re- 
solution; 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the act entitled An act to 
authorize the State of Indiana to open a canal 
through the public lands, ete. approved 26th May, 
1824, as excepts certain sections of land therein 
named from sale, and to satify such sales as the 
United States, in violation of the provisions of said 
law, have made. 

LOUISIANA. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
and justice of granting to the State of Louisiana, in 
aid of works of internal improvements, and parti- 
eularly the construction of levees on the western 


bank of the Mississippi river from Point Coupee to | 


the northern boundary of the State, and on the 
southern bank of Red river, the same extent of 
land which has heretofore been granted by Congress 
to other Western States, and particularly to the 
States of Alabama and Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House, as soon as possible, on the 
practicability of removing the obstructions to the 
navigation of the Atchafalaya river, in the State of 
Louisiana, and on the probable influence of said 
improvement on the draining of the adjacent coun- 
try, and on the floods of the Mississippi lower down; 
accompanied by an estimate of the cost. Also, 
whether the boats and machinery now employed in 
the removal of the Red river raft could be advan- 
tageously transferred to that service. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of providing a 
suitable building, with a fire-proof vault, in each 
surveying district, for the preservation of the re- 
cords in the offices of the surveyors general, anda 
similar building for the registers of the respective 
land offices, for the preservation of the records in 
their offices; and, also, into the expediency of in- 
creasing the compensation of the deputy surveyors 
of the United States, for surveying such lands as 
cannot be surveyed for the fees now allowed by 
law. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

OHIO. 

On motion of Mr. ALEXANDER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Seneca- 
ville, via Cambridge and Mackey’s, in Guernsey 
county, to Dresden, in Muskingum county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of remunerating David Ballentine of Maus- 
kingum county, Ohio, for the amount of certain for- 
feited land stock, a certificate for which was im- 
properly issued to John Deaffy. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Commiltee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and justice 
ot an additional allowance to Irad Kelly and Datus 
Kelly of the State of Ohio, for stone furnished on a 
contract with the United States for an arsenal at or 
near Detroit. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, by leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting to the representatives of John 
Green, the bounty land to which he was entitled, 
as a soldier of the Virginia line, in the Continental 
army. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing the following post routes, 


namely: From Springfield, Clark county, Ohio, by 
the way of South Charleston, Grassy Point, Bloom- 
ingsburg, Washington, and Frankford, to Chilli- 
cothe, Ross county, Ohio. From Belfontaine, Logan 
county, Ohio, to St. Marys, Mercer county, Ohio, 
crossing the Great Miami at Plums, thence to St. 
Johns, thence to Wapaukonetta, thence to St. 
Marys. From Xenia, in Green county, Ohio, to 
Dayton, in Montgomery county. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of placing the name of Elijah Cheney of the 
State of Ohio, a Revolutionary soldier; on the pen- 
sion roll. f 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, Thata select committee of five be ap- 
pointed, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of reporting a bill providing for the sale and 
disposition of such lands within that part of the 
State of Ohio known as the Virginia Military Dis- 
trict, as shall remain after satisfying the claims 
charged thereon by the deed of cession from Virgi- 
nia; and further to inquire into the expediency of 
now providing by law for the final disposition of 
all the public archives, books, and papers relating 
to said district, and now held by the principal sur- 
veyor thereof. 

TENNESSEE. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, introduced a bill to secure 
the freedom of elections, of which he had-before 
given notice; which was read twice, and, after some 
conversation between Messrs. BELL, GARLAND 
of Virginia, and MERCER, the bill was referred to 
a select committee of five. 

On motion of Mr, STONE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be ‘instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Per- 
ryville, Tennessee, by the way of Cab Creek 
Springs, to Lexington, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing a pension to Absalom Blundell, 
for services performed in the Revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting commutation pay to the heirs of Major 
Albert A. Muller, of the South Carolina line during 
the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. CARTER offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which lie over under the rule: ; 

Whereas purity in the administration of a free 
Government can only be maintained by the obser~ 
vance of strict economy in the public expenditures; 


‘and 


Whereas extravagance and prodigality in the 
management and disbursements of the public reve- 
nue are the sure indications of an unjust and cor- 
rupt Government; and whereas a free Government 
cannot exist where public officers and agents are 
multiplied beyond the demands of the public ser- 
vice, merely to gratify the increasing desire for 
public employment, and where the public adminis- 
tration relies for its support more upon the interest 
and attachment of dependants, and the amount of 
patronage under its control, than upon.the impar- 
tial discernment of an enlightened community; and 

Whereas public officersand employments have 
increased, of late, in a degree unprecedented at any 
former period of the Government; and 

Whereas the public expenditures have increased 
within the last nine years, from thirteen millions of 
dollars, that being near the average of the annual 
expenditures in time of peace up to the year 1529, 
to upwards of thirty-two millions since that time; 
and 

Whereas, these facts clearly indicate a great de- 
gree of laxity and weakness in the public adminis- 
tration, or a wilful abuse of the powers of Governe. 
ment, and a determination to rule by the use q 
patronage. Therefore, 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed- 


to inquire into, and report io this House, the causes 
which have led’ to the. late extraordinary increase 
of public officers and agents, and the alarming in- 
crease of public expenditure within ‘the last nine 
years; and that they have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. ` 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Cox’s 
Creek, Knox county, to Mount Bethel, Roane 
county, Tennessee. 

> KENTUCKY. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for clearing out and improving 
the port of Louisville, Kentucky, and for erectinga 

light house near that place. 

“On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
granting a pensien to William McGinnis, of Ken- 
tuelry. 

Mr. MENIFEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 
this House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, such information as he may possess relative 
to the seizure of the steamboat Caroline, acquired 
since the date of his late message on that subject ; 
the measures which this Government have adopted 
to obtain from the Government of Great Britain an 
explanation of said seizure; and the ground, which 
the diplomatic representative of Great Britain here, 
and the provincial authorities of Upper Canada, 
have assumed jn relation thereto. 

On motion of Mr. HAWES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instracted to inguire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Wilson Hunt, of Jessa- 
mine county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing two post roads; one from 
Columbia, Adrain county, Kentucky, to Glasgow, 
Barren county, Kentucky; the other from Somer- 
set, Pulaski county, Kentucky, to Jamestown, Rus- 
sell county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing a pension to Major Geo. M. 
Bedinger, of Kentucky, { for his Services as an officer 
in the war of the Revolution. : 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims inquire into the expediency of granting to 
the incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching 
the deaf and dumb, further time to make sale of 
the lands heretofore granted by Congress to said 
institution. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of allowivg John Galloway’s heirs commutation 
pay for the Revolutionary services of their ances- 
tor, John Galloway, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, A 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following mail routes, 
to wit: From Sherburn Mi! Is, in Fleming counly, 
Kentucky, by the way of «Pitt s Store, ” to Ow- 
ingsville, Kentucky; from Little Sandy Saline, iv 
Green; n county, Kentucky, by the way of “Charles 
N, Lewis's; ” to Blai rsville, in Luzerne county, Ken- 
tucky; from West Literty, in Morgan county, 
Kentucky, by the way of “Joseph Adkins,” to 
Little Sandy Saline, in Greenup county, Kentucky; 
and so modifying the route from Mount Sterling to 
Paris, Kentucky, asto embrace “Darbin’s Store” 
as a point in addition to those already prescribed. 

Ou motion of Mr. UNDER W OOD, 

Resolved; ‘That the Cominittee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructéd: tO inquire into th 
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expediency of establishing the foilowing post routes, 


viz: Frum ‘Springfield; ‘Tennessee; through Keys- 


burg and Trenton, to- Hopkinsville, Kentucky; - 
and from Grayevile, Fenyan, to Nashvi! le, 


Tennessee. . 
~ GEORGIA. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES,- 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolatioñary 
Pensions be instructed; to, inquire'into the expedi- 
ency of placing the names of George” Greene and 
William Neves, of Georgia, onthe "pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of having. the name of Jno. Black replaced 
on the pension rollas a Revolationaty soldier and 


pensioner; and that all the papers relating to his ` 


claim, which have. been filed in the pension office, 
be also referred to said committee: the said papers 
being not presented with this resolution, 

On motion of Mr. GL ASCOCK, 

Resolved, That the Commiltee-on the Post Office 


and Post Roads inquire into the’ expediency of * 
Georgia, | 


establishing a post route from Columbus; 
via Glennville, to Irvinton, in Barbour county, 
Alabama; also, from Cupitah, via Chambers coun- 
ty, direct to Tuskagee, in Alabama. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. ` 

On motion of Mr. CLOWNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
ares aaa of establishing a mail route in South 

Carolina, from Youngsville, in Fairfield district, 
by the way of Hazlewood and Pedensville. 

On motion of Mr. LEGARE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. be instracted to inguire into the expe- 
diency of granting a suitable pension to Mrs. —— 
Brown, only surviving daughter of the gallant Ser- 
geant Jasper, of South Carolina, who. fell at the 
battle of Savannah aller the most distinguished 
services at the attack upon Fort Moultrie, and 
other memorable occasions. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be insiructed to inquire into the exps- 
diency of granting a pension to John Suit, of the 
State of North Carolina, for Revolutionary services. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on. the Post Office 
anp’ Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of revising the rates of postage on news- 
papers and other printed matter conveyed by mail. 

On motion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
cutting a canal for the purpose of connecting the 
waters of Albemarle sound with the Atlantic ocean. 

On motion of Mr. BYNUM, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into. the 


expediency of restricting by law mail coaches from 
carrying more than a cerlain number of passengers, 
on certain penalties therein contained. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes: 
from Fair Biaff, Porter, or Big Swamp offices, in 
Columbus, to either Lumberton or Leesville, in 
Robeson ; ‘from Shalbotter, by Dred. Boyeman’s, 
A Frederick Sasser’s, in Columbus; and from 

eatty’s office, by James Allen’s, to the house of 
G R. Corbett. 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House the cost of erecting and esta- 
blishing the principal mint and its branches, incha- 
ding L ni! dings, fixtures and apparatus; the salaries 
and expenses ot the different officers; the amount 
expent ded in the purchase of bullion; the loss arising 
from wastage, and all other expenses, and: the 
average length of time it requires to coin at the 
principal mint ail the builion with which it can be 
furnished; and further, what amount of coii has 
been struck at the several branch mints since their 
organization. 

‘On motion of Mr, GRAHAM, 


Cizgi 


Resolved, That: the: Committee of Elections. þe 


` instructed to inguire into the expediency of passing 


a law of the following import, constituting the Com- 


mittee of Elections: 
"That on the third. day of the first session of each 


Congress, the natie’ of ‘that member from each 
State who has received the ‘greatest majority of 


svotes for Congressamong his own delegation, shall 


be deposited inbox“ number ones) = 
That the names of‘all the other members of Con- 


‘gress then in attendance shall be: severally put in 


box number twee 

That a boy under ten vent’ ‘old shall forthwith 
proceed to draw ont of box number two the names 
of ten members, which names, so drawn, shall be 
placed in box number one. 

That box number one, then containing thirty-six 
ballots or names, shall be revolved or turned three 
times round, to mix the ballots: and immediately a 
boy under ten years old shall, after each successive 
revolution of the box; draw out one ballot until the 
names of twelve members of Congress bé so drawn, 
which twelve, persons shall constitute the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 

That said committee shall thereupon be sworn 
by the Speaker to hear, investigate, and report ru- 
ly, allsuch contested elections as may be commit- 
ted to their charge, according to the Constitution of 
the United States and the laws of the State im which 
the contest may or-shall originate.. ` 

That said committee shall immediately retire to 
their committee. room, and élect theif “own chair- 
man. 

That, in case ‘ofa vacancy in said committee by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, such vacancy shail 
be filled by dr awing one or more names from box 
No. 1,until the, committee’ be again filled. 

“VIRGINIA. 

On-motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of. the Tiehsdey be 
requested to lay before this House, as early. as 
practicable, copies of all Jelters written by him to 
collectors and receivers between the Ist January, 
1834, and the present time, having relation to de- 
falcations, omissions to comply with the laws and 
regulations est; sblished for their governmient, and 
other irreguiarities. Also, copies of all: reports 
made by persons appointed to examine and report 
on the state of the land offices. within the same 

erod. 
i Mr. MORGAN ; submitted the following joint 
resolution, which was twice read: 

Resolved by the Senate and’ House of. Representa- 
tives of the United States of: America in Congress 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring, ) 
That the following amendment to the Constitution 
of the United Sates be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several States, which, whén™ ratified by the 
Legislatures. of. three-fourths of the States, shall 
be. valid to all-intents. and purposes as part ‘of the 
Constitution: 

Congress ‘shall have power to provide by law 
that no person shall be capable of holding or being 
elected tò any post of profit, trast, or emolument, 
civil or military, legislative, executive, or ju- 


dicial, under the Government of these United 
States, who shall herealter fight a duel, or 
send or accept. a challenge to fight a duel, the 


probable issue of which may be the death of 
the challenger or challenged, or who shall be 
a second to either party, or ‘shall in any man- 
ner aid. or assist.in such duel, or shall. be 
knowingly the bearer of such challenge or accept- 
ance; but no person shall be so disqualified by 
reason of his having, prior to thé passage of sucli 
law, fought such ‘duel, or sent or accepted such 
challenge, or been seconds in such duel, or bearer 
of such challenge or acceptance, 

On motion of Mr. STUART, 
Resoined, Phat the Committee.on. Private Land 
ms be instrected to inquireinto-the claim of 
the widow and heirs at law of) Tarleton Woody, 


„(a private in the late war,) to-military bounty land, 


and report the facts to-this House, at as early a day 
as practicable, with a bill for their Trelier, if the com. 
mittee shall believe. them entitled to any- 

‘On motion of Mr. PATTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be- directed to ingūire into ihe expediency 


of placing the name of George Morris, of Virginia, 
a Revolutionary soldier, on the pension list. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary > 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to David W. Sleeth, of 
the State of Virginia, who was a soldier of the war 
of the Revolution. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- ` 


Tution: : 

Resolved, That a select committee of —— be ap- 
pointed to investigate the cause of delay in thesail- 
ing of the Exploring Expedition, and to ascertain 
why the resolutions of this House have failed to 
exiract a satisfactory explanation from the Navy 
Department. 

_ Mr. RENCHER moved to amend this resolu- 
tion by adding thereto the following: 

“And that the said committee inquire into the 
expediency of abandoning the said expedition.” 

Debate arising, the resoluuon and amendment 
were laid over. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts ascer- 
tain as nearly as they can, and report to this House, 
the annual expense incurred in supplying’ members 
of Congress with the various articles covered by 
the general denomination of stationery, and that 
they report their opinion upon the expediency of 
allowing a fixed sum of money to each member, at 
each session of Congress, in lieu of the ad libitum 
supply of stationery now allowed. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of granting a pension to Wm. Neel, a solider of 
the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
allowing commutation, in lieu of five years’ full 
pay, to the legal representatives of Captain Robert 
Sayers, of the Continental line. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House any recent 
information which may be received from the seat 
of war in Florida, which he may deem it expedient 
to communicate, touching the present state of the 
campaign in that quarter, and especially such inti- 
mation, if any, as he may have received of the dis- 
position of the hostile Indians to treat for peace, and 
the terms on which they propose to negotiate. 

On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House a statement of the disbursements 
and appropriations for fortifications, light-houses, 
Revolutionary and other pensions, and internal im- 
provements, including piers, breakwaters, preser- 
vation of ports and harbors, removing obstructions 
in rivers and creeks, etc. and the support of light- 
houses, including all incidental expenses; | and 
showing, as far as practicable, the amount dis- 
pursed in each State in each year since the period 
embraced in his report on the same subjects, of the 
17th of January, 1835. 

MARYLAND, 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House what 
steps have been taken under the resolution of the 
28ih February, 1887, in relation to the high duties 
andrestrictions on tobacco, imported into foreign 
countries from the United States; the number and 
naines of agents appointed under said resolution, 
and the Government to which they are accredited; 
together with such information as he may have re- 
ceived from our ministers and otner agents abroad 
in relation to the same. Also, whether any speci- 
fic instructions have been, or are intended to be, 
given to the minister lately appoisted to Austria to 
negotiate in behalf of the tobacco trade between the 
United States and the Austrian dominions. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Elk- 
ton, in Cecil éounty, Md. to Easton, in Talbot 
county, by the way- of Warwick, Head of Sassa- 


fras, Georgetown Cross Roads, and Chestertown, 
or by any other route deemed preferable. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Marm’s post office, to Old Town, in Maryland. 

Mr. THOMAS moved the following as an 
amendment to the 20th rule, which lies over one 
day : 

«And on the first Friday of each month, the 
calendar of private bills shall be called over, and 
the bills to the passage of which no objection shall 
then be made shall be first considered and disposed 
of; private bills from the Senate having a prefer- 
ence over private bills of the House.” 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to this House a copy of the re- 
port made by Maj. T. S. Brown, of a survey of the 
harbor of T'wenty-mile Creek, on Lake Erie ; also, 
a report of the survey of the harbor of New Buf- 
falo, on Lake Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. WAGENER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Mauch 
Chunk to Nesquehoning, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania. ; 

On motion of Mr. HUBLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill, extending to all persons who 
shall construct railways or inclined planes, the 
same rights, privileges, and benefits, provided for 
in favor of States and incorporated companies by 
the act of 14th July, 1832, entitled, An act to relieve 
from duty iron prepared for, and actually laid on, 
railways or inclined planes. 

Mr. DAVIES submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled, will adjourn and close the present session on 
Monday the fourteeth day of May next. 

Mr. MERCER raised the question of considera~ 
tion, which was rejected, so the resolution was re- 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting a pension for Revolutionary services 
to Job Holsey of New York. 

On motion of Mr. DARLINGTON, 

Resolved That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Margaret Marshall, the widow of a Re- 
yolutionary officer. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of granting an 
increase of pension to Job Barton, an invalid pen- 
sioner of the late war with England. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Flo- 
rence, Washington county, Pennsylvania, by Com- 
metisburg and Fairview, to Wellsville, in Colum- 
biana county, Ohio. 

NEW JERSEY. 

On motion of Mr. AYCRIGG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of alter- 
ing the method at presentin use of estimating the 
tonnage of vessels. 

On motion of Mr. YORKE, 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ordering 
a survey of the bar and obstructions at the mouth of 


- Saline Creek, on the river Delaware, with a view 


to the improvement of the navigation thereof, and 
making an adequate appropriation for that purpose. 
NEW YORK. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
a survey to be made of the navigable waters of the 
Northern and Western Lakes, together with the 
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navigable rivers flowing into, connecting, and flow- 
ing out of the same, and of making a chart of the 
same, for the benefit of the commerce of those 
lakes; and whether any and what further improve- 
ment of the harbets on said lakes and rivers, is 
necessary to render the increased commerce on 
those lakes, safe, commodious, and easy at all 
practicable and necessary points; and to report such 
billas may be necessary to accomplish these ob- 
jects. 

On motion of Mr. PECK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding by law for the introduction of foreign seeds 
and plants through our consuls, public sifips and 
merchant vessels, and of establishing an office at 
the seat of Government, to be under the direction 
and management of the Commissioner of the Pa- 
tent Office, for the reception and distribution of such 
seeds and plants as would tend to the advance- 
ment of the agricultural interests of the country. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post ffice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Fiar- 
persfield centre, Delaware county, N. Y. by North 
Harpersfield to South Worcester, Otsego county, 
N.Y. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Hellen Miller, 
widow of Philip P, Clum, deceased, a soldier of 
the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House the amount of 
postages received on paid and unpaid letters sent by 
the express mail to the city of New York, from 
Philadelphia, Mobile, and New Orleans, and the 
amount of postage received at New York on letters 
sent to the other offices named by the express mail 
between the 15th November, 1836, and the 20th 
September, 1837. Also, the amount of postage re- 
ceived at the post office in the city of New York on 
letters, both paid and unpaid, sent during the same 
period by the regular or usual mail to, and re- 
ceived from, the offices above mentioned. Also, 
the amount of postage received at the post office 
in New Orleans on paid and unpaid letters, sent by 
the express mail from Mobile, Philadelphia, and 
New York, and the amount of postage received at 
that office on letters sent to the said other offices by 
the express mail during the above mentioned pe- 
riod. Also, the amount of postage received at the 
post office in the city of New Orleans on paid and 
unpaid letters, during the period above stated, sent 
by the regular or usual mail from that office to 
Mobile, Philadelphia, and New York, and on let- 
ters received at the New Orleans post office from 
the said other post offices. 

` Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House a list exhibiting all 
the contracts for carrying the regular mail on the 
several routes on which the Express mail is car- 
ried, the name of each contractor or contractors for 
each route, the length of the route by measurement 
or estimate, the sum paid for the mail transporta- 
tion on each route, and the speed with which each 
mail is carried under each of the contracts; and 
whether any vehicles or carriages for the convey- 
ance of passengers are used or employed on any 
of these mail routes that travel faster than the one 
in which the regular mail is carried. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a new post route from Àu- 
rora, via Colden, to Springville, in the county of 
Erie and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr: HOFFMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to- inquire into the expediency of cre~ 
ating the rank of Admiral in the navy of the United 
States. i 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the provisions of the act of the 3d of 
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March, 1837, as to include in its provisions all 


persons who have been, or may - hereafter “be, 


wounded in the army of the United States. 

On`motion of Mr. DE GRAFF, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of so amending the laws now in operation 
granting pensions tọ widows or their children, as 
‘to extend the benefits of the same, wader the usual 
restrictions, to the widows ur children of all those 
who died in consequence of wounds or injuries re- 
ceived while im the service of the United States 
previous to 1818. 

On motiou of Mr. GALLUP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Elizabeth Truax, of 
Albany county, ‘New York, for services rendered by 
her late husband, Abraham Truax, as an ensign in, 
the Revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr, LOOMIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the power of the United 
States Government to compel the application of the 
assets and effects of the late Bank of the United 
States to the payment of its outstanding debts and 
liabilities; and if satisfied that such power exists, 
that they report to the Efouse the proper measures 
to be taken for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of autho- 
rizing the purchase of a sufficient number of copies 
for the use of the library of Congress, and the libra- 
ries of the two Houses, of a work containing the 
annual reports of the Treasury on the Finances, 
from 1789 to 1837, which work has been already 
published. 

On motion of Mr. GRAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
compensation to Wm, Tryon, of Sackett’s ‘Harbor, 
New York, for property destroyed by the United 
States troops in 1814, in consequence of the neces- 
sary Occupation of his premises by such troops, by 
order of the comanding officer of that station. 

On motion of Mr.. CHILDS, 

Resol. ed, ‘That the President be requested to com- 
municate to this House (if the same can be done 
without prejudice to the public service) all the do- 
euments and information in his possession relative 
to the prosecution of the claim to the Smithsonian 
bequest; also, what duty has been performed, and 


remains to be performed,.by the agent employed at . 


London, in reterence to said claim, and how the 
money heretofore appropriated by Congress has 
been applied. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the law now in force for printing and 
distributing the acts of Congress, so as to give to 
them a more uniform and general circulation. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing the construction of the Military road 
from Plattsbarg, in the county of Clinton, to 
Whitehall, in the county of Washington, and State 
of New York, with a view to the greater facility of 
transporting Military stores and munitions of war 
from the interior of the State of New York to the 
frontier setilements at the North. 

CONNECTICUT. 

On motion of Mr. ITALEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing David Mallory, of Connecticut, 
a soldier of the Revolution, on the Pension roll, 
and of granting a pension fer services rendered. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the survey of the harbor of 
New Haven, in the State of Connecticut. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, . 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 


instracted to report, as soon as may be, a bill for 


required service to.the probable. occasions “of the 


country, and which will relieve the people front un- ` 
necessary burdens; render more equal the duties to 


be performed, and give greater efficiency to the or- 
ganized force of ther nation, in preserving the public 
peace, maintaining the supremacy of the laws, and 
repelling hostile invasions. : 

On motion of Mr. C ALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, consider the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail ronte from Westfield, in Massachu- 
setts, through Montgomery, by Norwich Bridge 


and Chester North Village, to Worthington in said 


State. 

On motion of Mr. BORDEN, 

Resolved That the Committee’ on the Post-Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Adams- 
ville, in the State of Rhode Island, by the way of 
Eick’s Bridge to Dartmouth, i in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Reso’ved, That the Committee on Invalid Pon- 
sions be instructed to inquire into’ the expediency 
of giviug a pension to Mrs. Mary Center, of Pitts- 
field, Me assachusetts, the widowed mother of Lieut. 
Jno. P. Center, who recently fell ina battle with 
the Indians in the Florida war. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for surveying the harbor of South 
Harwich, with a view to improve the same. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of tae Treasury, 
of War, and.of the Navy, be directed to report to 
this House the names of all the persons appointed 
as agents for the payment of pensions from the first 
attempt to transfer the payment of pensions 
from the late Bank of the United States to other 
agents for said payments to the present time; speci- 
fying the authority by which such appointments 
have been made; the forms of the commissions 
issued to such agents; the sums of public moneys 
advanced or otherwise paid to such agents for said 
payments; and the dates of all such advances 
and payments; and the balances remaining 
credited to each of them at the end. of each 
quarter;* the compensation, if any, allowed to 

said agents for such services; the banks with which 
they have been respectively connected; the offices, 
whether under authority of the United States, or 
of the separate States, held by such agents; at the 
same time, when charged with the pension agency, 


and the compensation which they have received 


therefor, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expədi- 
ency of placing on the pension roll of the United 


| States the name of Elizabeth Durant, of Hinsdale, 


Mass. widow of Thomas Durant, of Middlefield, 
Mass. a Revolutionary soldier, deceased. i 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts, presented the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the letter and petition of John V. 
Brown and twelve uthers, from Rocky Mount, 
Franklin | county, Virginia, praying, for reasons 
therein assigned, for the arraignment at the bar of the 
House, and expulsion of Jonn Quincy ADAMS, 
a member of this House, be printed, with the 
names of the signers thereto, and referred to a com- 


mittee of nine members to consider and report | 


thereon, with liberty to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. A. was about to address the Chair in sup- 
port of the resolution, when the Speaker reminded 
him that, under the order of the House, if any re- 
solution was likely to cause debate, it must be laid 
over. 

Mr ADAMS said, that as the resolution re- 
ferred to a question of privilege, he presuazed that 
part of the rule did not apply to this resolution: 

The CHAIR, having considered the resolution, 
decided that, as a question of privileges i its- conside- 

ration would be in order. - 3 ‘ 


the reorganization, arming, ing, discip ining, and go- j 

verning, the militia, upon such principles, and+ 
with such provisions, as are adapted-to the present’ 
state of the population, and will better conform the. 


“preliminary question of consideration, 


Mr. RENG e; 


the House would: consider the rest { 
The CHAIR said that the question of recouéide- 
tation would take precedence of all others; 
‘Mr. ADAMS said thatthe resolution concerned 
his own privilege as a member of th House; and 
of the House also. : 


= Mr. RENCHER said he would withdraw: his 
motion for the question of consideration: ~ 


Mr. ADAMS then called for: the reading of the 


letter: and memorial to which’ the resolutions te- 


And they were read as-follows: 
Rocky Mount, FRANKLIN Tes S 
Virainra, Feb: 26, 1838 

Mr. Apams: As the- representative of the inte- 
resis and wishes of .the people of the whole United 
States, and defending in theory so ably, and in 
practice so fully, the hallowed right of petition from 
your countrymen, we whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, respectfully ask you to present the fol- 
lowing humble and needful petition to the Congress 
of the United. States for immediate action: 

To the Congress of the United States of America: 

Whereas, for along time we have seen with 
deep regret the course pursued by our distinguished 
fellow-citizen, the Hon. John. Quincy Adams of 
Massachusetts, upon the deeply interesting question 
of the abolition.of slavery: in the Distriet of Co- 
lumbia, and acknowledging as we do the rights of 
petition, and the duty of Congress to attend to all 
petitions coming from the freemen of the United 
States, and as it is clearly “and fully conceded by 
all that you have the constitutional power to keep 
order in your body, and to preserve hatmony in 
the country, by all proper means, we repect- 
fally and humbly pray that, as the aforesaid 
Jons Quincy Apams has pursued and is pursu- 
ing a course upon the aforesaid subject, in our 
opinions morally and politically wrong, and ‘cal- 
enlated, certainly, to stir up the deadliest strife be- 
tween the North and South, and finally to” invade, 
our beloved country in the horrors of a civil war, 
and to lead to a dissolution of the Union, you do 
arraign him at the bar of the House, and formally 
and forever expel him from your most honorable 
body, if sufficient evidence appear’ to Justify your 
adopting such a measure, Your petitioners deem 
it unnecessary to lay before Congress ‘any labored 
argument in favor of this important measure, and 
wil content themsélves ‘simply ‘by stating that no 
feelings, but motives of patriotism, anda deep de- 
Sire to silence the discussion of- this most absorbing 
and dangerous question, here induce them to ap- 
peal to you, iñ their popular right, to exercise this 
constitutional power, clearly vested in you by the 
very instrurment.dtself. 

They humbly aud most. earnestly pray that this 
their petition will be attended to. by your very ho- 
norable body ; and, with great, reverence and re- 
spect, sigh. themselves your most obedient servants. 


Mr. STUART of Virginia, said that the memo- 
rial appeared to have come. from his own district, 
but he had never heard any thing of it; he wished 
to hear the names of the signers. 

(They were read by the Clerk. j 

Mr. Sruarr then ‘said that he was s atisfied the 
names were-all ficlticus, and moved that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table; which was agreed to, 
and the resolution was laid on the table accordingly, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE: 

‘On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the daily pay of jurymen who. shall be 
summoned to attend the Judicial Courts of the Uni- 
ted States. 


-On motion of Mr: WILLIAMS; 

Resolved, That the Commitee om the Post Office 
and Post Roads | be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route’ from Madi- 
son, in the Territory of’ Wiséonsin;, Jo Dixon’s Fer- 
ry, in the State of Ilinois, m Tunning-on the east side 
of Rock river. 


ferred. 


“MAINE. 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 
> Resolved, That the Committée-on Invalid Peri- 
sions be instructed to dn fire into the expedieney of 
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Inereasing the pension of Joseph Rose, of Livings- 
to, in the State of Maine. 

.On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

-Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing a survey of Penobscot river, 
in the State of Maine, between Oldtown and its 
upper waters, with a view to ascertain its practi- 
cability of improvement for steamboat navigation. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instrueted to inquire into the expediency 
of authoriziag payment to the heirs of Captain 
Frederick M. Bell, a captain in the army of the 
Revolution, of seven years’ half pay, agreeabiy to 
the resolutions of Congress of May 15, 1778, and 
August. 24, 1780, with such interest thereon as 
would have accrued had a certificate for the 
amount been issued and subscribed upon the prin- 
ciples of the funding act. 

On.mction of Mr. NOYES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire if any alteration is required 
in the law regulating the pay of officers in the 
army, to render it more conformable to that of offi- 
cers in the navy of assimilated rank. 

On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire. into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
town of Unity, in the State of Maine, to the town 
of Thorndike, in said State. 

After the resolutions, petitions and memorials 
were then called for, in the reverse order, from the 
States and Territories, and a number was present- 
ed, as follows: 

FROM FLORIDA. 

By Mr. DOWNING. 

MICHIGAN. 

By Mr. CRARY. 

[Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of the Siate of Michigan, for the im- 
mediate abolition of imprisonment for debt in all 
civil cases coming within the jurisdiction of the 
courts of the United States. A like joint resolution 
for such alteration of the post ofice law as will pro- 
vide that no postage be charged on newspapers in 
the State where they are published. A like joint 
resolution for the completion of the publie roads 
begun by the United States in the State of Michi- 
gan. A Eke joint resolanon for an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a Court House within the 
district of Michigan. 

A petition fora mail route from Jonesville to 
Towa. For a mail route from Battle Creek to Kent. 
For an appropriation for the completion of the 
bridge over the St. Joseph river on the Chicago 
road. Also, resolutions of a public meeting held 
in the county of St. Joseph, on the subject of pre- 
emption rights to the public lands. Aso, petitions 
from sundry tahabitants of St. Joseph and Kala- 
mazoo counties, praying for the passage of a pre- 
emption law.] 

ARE ANS: 


Mr. YELL. 

MISSOURL 

Mr. MILLER. 

(Mr. Minter presented the following petitions: 
the petition of Wm. H. Henton and others, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Boone- 
ville, in Cooper county, Missouri, by the way of 

, Georgetown, Rives Court Honse, Oxeola, Sarcoxie, 
in Perry county, in said State; thence by the way 
of the Seneca Mills to Fort Gibson, on Arkansas 
river: alse, the petition of Wm. Hugdins and cthers, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from the 


post office of Madison creek by Utica, Livingston ; 


county, Missouri, by Goliton, in the county of Da- 
vis, to the city of Far West, in the county of Cald- 
well, in said State: also, the petition of the heirs of 
Wm. Young, deceased, praying Congress to grant 
them compensation for services rendered by the 
said Wm. Young, during his life time: also, the pe- 
tition of Michael Gloss, praying Congress to refund 
him a certain sum of money on account of a tract 
of land entered, as he believes, through mistake. 
: ~ ALABAMA. 
- Messrs. LAWLER, LEWIS and CHAPMAN. 
(Mr. Lawen presented a memorial and certain 


joint resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, in 
favor of the annexation of Texas, and moved that 
they be laid on the table and printed. | 

Mr. Apams moved to refer them to a select com- 
mitte. a‘ 

“The first motion taking precedence, Mr. A. called 
for the yeas and nays thereon; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 109, nays 40. 

So the memorial and resolutions were laid on the 
table.] 

ILLINOIS. 

Messrs. SNYDER, MAY, and CASEY. 

{Mr. May presented a number of petitions for 
the establishment of mail routes. Also, a petition 
from a convention of citizens of Lasalle county, 
Ilinois, praying for a grant of lands for the pur- 
pose of improving the navigation of Fox river. 
Also, a petition from a number of citizens of Jo 
Daviess county, praying for a donation of four sec- 
tions of land, for the purpose of endowing a manual 
labor college. Also, a petition praying for the pas- 
sage of a pre-emption law.] 

(Mr. Snyper presented the memorial of three 
hundred and fifty-nine voters, citizens of St. Clair 
county, in the State of Illinois, “ praying that Con- 
gress may adoptsome measure by which all con- 
nection between banks and the General Govern- 
ment may be totally dissolved.” Mr. SNYDER said 
he was well acquainted with nearly every person 
whose name appears to this memorial; they were 
highly respectable and influentialmen. He recog- 
nised the names of the judges of the county court 
and their clerk, the sheriff of that county, two law- 
yers, eight or ten justices of the peace, one member 
and one ex-member of the Legislature, with many 
other of the most influential men in that county. 
Neither could he (Mr. S.) omit to mention the 
name of John Reynolds, his distinguished prede- 
cessor, doubtless favorably known to many hono- 
rable members of this Flouse, who had also placed 
his name to this hard-money memorial. Mr. SNY- 
DER Said he was thus particular in stating the num- 
ber and character of the memorialists and their 
object, because he had noticed a statement in the 
Vandalia Register, printed in Illinois, stating ‘ that 
a paper had been transmitted to him, (Mr. SNYDER) 
one of the representatives in Congress, from St. 
Clair county, signed by 800 voters, being a majo- 
rity of the legal voters of that county, desiring him 
(Mr. 8.) to vote for the divorce bill.” This article, 
Mr. Snyper said, was going the rounds of the 
western papers, and he thought it his duty to cor- 
rect the misrepresentation; the more so because that 
print had, on other occasions, been guilty of similar 
conduct towards him, Mr. Snrper moved that the 
memorial be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and that it be printed. 

Mr. Syyper presented the papers of William B. 
Livesey, of Washington coanty, in the State of Il- 
linois, asking that he may be permitted to re-locate 
eighty acres of land entered by mistake. Aiso, the 
petition of Peter Samuel Jaccord, of Johnson 
county, in the State of Illinois, on the same subject; 
boih of which he moved to refer to the Committee 
on Public Lands. Also, the petition of George 
finder, Jubilee Posey, and Joel ° Whitesides, of 
Madison county, State of Illinois, praying Congress 
to authorize the receiver of puse moneys at Ed- 
wardsville, Hlinois, to pay them the amoynt of 


; money and interest which they paid over and abuut 


the amount of land purchased by them, owing to a 
mistake in the land office books of the real namber 
of acres contained in the respective tracts: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands.] 

[Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Iroquois county, Blinois, in relation to a 
mail route: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 
case of Eldridge Coles, for a horse lest while in 
the ranger’s service: referred to the Committee cf 
Claims. Also, the papers in relation to the claim 
of Davis and Forman, for services rendered the 
Government: referred to the Committee of Claims.] 

INDIANA. 

Messrs. BOON, RARIDEN, GRAHAM, HE- 
ROD, EWING, and WHITE. 

(Mr. Granam presented the petition of Thomas 
Maxwell of Washington county, Indiana, praying 
a pension for revolutionary services: réferredto the 


Also, the papers in the- 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, the 
claim of Hannibal Durham of Indiana, for a horse 
lost in the military service of the United States, 
and the claim of Daniel S. Beem of Indiana, for a 
horse lost in the same service: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Also, resolutions of the General 
Assembly of Indiana, instructing their Senators and 
requesting their Representatives to use their best 
efforts to procure the passage of a law providing 
that the notes of specie-paying banks be received in 
payment of public lands: ordered to be laid on the 
table and printed. 
. LOUISIANA. 
Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON, 


OHIO. 
Messrs. HARPER, HUNTER, KILGORE, 
ALEXANDER, MASON, RIDGWAY, DUN- 
CAN, LEADBETTER, SHEPLOR, and GOODE. 


[Mr. Harper presented the petition of Thomas 
Sinclair and 14 other legal voters of the county of 
Muskingum, -Ohio, praying this House to rescind 
the resolution of the 2ist of December last: also, the 
petition of Wm. H. Beecher and 36 other citizens 
of the same county, for the same purpose: also, the 
petition of 26 males and 30 females of the couaty 
of Muskingum, Ohio, for the same purpose: also, 
the petition of the same, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia: also, the peti- 
tion of Paul Hahn, of the county of Muskingum, 
Ohio, praying a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims.] 

(Mr. Honrer presented a petition from O. Fol- 
let and other citizens of Huron county, Ohio, re- 
questing Congress to reject every proposition and 
measure for the annexation of Texas: referred to 
the Committee of Foreign Affairs. Also, from G. 
W. West and others, for the establishment of a 
post route from Norwalk, Huron county, to Ply- 
mouth, Richland county, Ohio: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, from Thomas Treat and others, for a mail 
route from Melmore, in the connty of Seneca, to 
New Haven, in the county of Huron, Ohio: same 
reference. Also, from L. Snyder and others, for a 
mail route from Tifin to Fort Findley, in ‘the 
county of Hancock, Ohio: same reference. Also, 
from J. Meredith and others, to abolish postages on 
newspapers: same reference. Also moved to re- 
fer a petition presented at the Second Session of 
the Twenty-fourth Congress, toestablish a post route 
from Tiffin to Resden, to the same committee. 
Also presented a resolation of the General Assembly 
of Ohio on the subject of the “Manmee and West- 
ern Reserve road,” and moved its reference to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Also, a resolu- 
tion from the same, expressing the opinion of that 
body in relation to measures affecting their pros- 
perity, and disclaiming the power to give binding 
instructions, etc.—(withdrawn, on the ground that 
it had been previously presented.) Also, additional 
papers in the case of David Carswell: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

[Mr. Kitcore presented the following petitions, 
to wit: The petition of 39 legal voters of Harrison 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 2ist December 
last, touching abolition petitions, ete. The petition 
of 93 citizens and legal voters of the same county 
and State, against the admission of any new State 
inio the Union, whose constitution tolerates domes- 
tic slavery. The petition of 40 citizens of the 
county of Jefferson, Ohio, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. The petition 
of 78 citizens of the nineteenth Congressional dis- 
trict, for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. The petition of 44 citizens of Jefferson 
county, Ohio, against the admission of Texas into 
the Union. And also, the memorial of a number 
of the mechanics of the city of Philadelphia, asking 
an immediate appropriation for the erection of a 
dry dock in the navy yard at that city. 

TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. STONE, McCLELLAN, SHIELDS, 
and CARTER. 

[Mr, Stonz presented the petition of 109 citizens 
of Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the 


‘establishment of a stage route from Kingston, 


“Roan county, Tennessee, via Decatur, to Rosses 


214. 
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Landing, Hamilton county, Tennessee, thence to 
Jacksonville, Mississ@)pi: referred to the ‘Commit- 
tee on the Post‘Office and Post Roads. Also; the 


petition of 64 citizens of Meigs county, Tennessee,” 


praying for the establishment of a stage route from 


Kingston, Rean county, Tennessee, by Decatitr, to` 


Rosses Landing, thence to Tuscaloosa, Alabama: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the petition of 32 citizens of 
Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the esta~ 
blishment of a stage route froin Kingston, Roan 
county, Tennessee, by Decatur, to Rosses Landing, 
on the Tennessee river, thence to Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. Also, the petition of Wm. 
Prown, assignee of John Dwiggins, claiming com- 
pensation for lands purchased from the Tennessee 
Land Company: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims.] 
KENTUCKY. - 

Messrs. HARLAN, UNDERWOOD, and WIL- 
LIAMS. d 

(Mr. Harran presented the following petitions: 
1. of the trustees of the Centre College of Ken- 
tucky, praying for a donation in land: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 2. Of An- 
drew Tadlock, for compensation for property lost 
in the late war: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 3. Of Mary O'Bannon, for compensation 
for the services of her husband in the Revolution- 
ary war: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 4. The papers in the case of 
Lewis Webb, claiming compensation for Revolu- 
tionary services : referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims.] 

GEORGIA. 

Messrs. DAWSON, CLEAVELAND, and 
GRANTLAND. 

(Mr. Cueavevanp presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Elbert county, praying the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Elberton to Carnesville, 
and also a route from Rock Mills, in South Caro- 
lina, to Danielsville, Georgia. Also, the petition 
of Giles S. Boggess, of Georgia, praying reimburse- 
ment for losses sustained by carrying the Express 
Mail from Milledgeville, Georgia, to Montgomery, 


Alabama, 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. LEGARE and GRIFFIN, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. HAWKINS, MONTGOMERY, REN- 

CHER, and McKAY. 
VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. JONES, ROBERTSON,CRAIG, MOR- 
GAN, BEIRNE, JOHNSON, STEWART, 
COLES, MALLORY, TALIAFERRO, GAR- 
LAND, and MERCER, 

At this stage, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, the 
amendments of the Senate to the House bill in re- 
lation to the Northern frontier, were committed to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Mornay, March 5, 1838. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Jonathan 
Thompson, late edllector of the customs at New 
York, praying the restoration of his official bonds, 
for reasons set forth in the petition: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Indiana, praying that the lands 
through which the Wabash and Erie Canal passes 
may be exposed to sale: referred to the Committee 
on. Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of E. C. Wat- 
son of New York, calling the attention of Congress, 
in respectful and feeling language, as Mr. C. said, 
to the distressed condition of the country, and pro- 
posing the establishment of a great national corpo- 
ration, to be called the United States Internal Im- 
provement and Manufacturing Loan Office, with a 
capital of one hundred millions of dollars, to issue 
bank notes of from five dollars to one thousand 
dollars, and to have the custody of the public mo- 
ney: referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
printed. i 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of | 


Captain Britton Evans, of the Philadelphia volun- 
teers, now in Florida, praying reimbursement for 
his property, which was lost in consequence of the 
wreck of the vessel in which he took passage: re- 


' ferred to the Committee on Claims -` KONN 
Mr. LYON presented the petition of.sundry eiti- 


zens of Jackson, _Lenawee and Calhoun counties, 
in the State of Michigan, praying Congress to.esta- 


blish a mail route on a new State road, laid out 


fifty-nine miles in length, from Tecumseh, in 
Lenawee county, to Marshall, in Calhoun county, 
through the villages of Brooklyn, Jefferson, Spring 
Arbor, Acker’s Mills, Concord, Albion, and Berne, 


in that State: referred to the Committee on the Post. 


Othice and Post Roads. : 
Mr. WRIGHT presented. the petition of Wil- 


liam Wells, and a large number of citizens of Buf- | 


falo and its vicinily, praying for the passage of a 
law to pay Mr.- Wells for the steamboat Caroline, 
which was destroyed by the British: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. WRIGHT also presented- the petition of | 


Benjamin Gover, praying fora pension, as a sol- 
dier of the Revolution: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam E. Dayton, and other citizens of New York, 
remonstraling against the Independent Treasury 
bill, and praying for the establishment of a national 
bank: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from the citizens of Hampshire county, in Virgi- 
nia, which he read. This petition states that the 
course pursued by the Post Office Department in 
exacting specie, is seeking to coerce the people to 
do what is physically impossible; and that, unless a 
change is effected in the Post Office regulations, 
they will speedily be deprived of all benefit from 
the United States mail, shut out from correspon- 
dence with their friends and the information the 
newspapers afford. It states, also, that Stockton 
and Stokes, while they are exacting specie on their 
contracts from the country postmasters, are deluging 
the county with shin-plasters, redeemable only in 
current bank notes or stage fare. 

Mr. C. moved to refer it to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, as it related to specie, he 
thought it would be better to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY said he did not care to what com- 
mittee it went. Of one thing he was satisfied, the 
result would be the same Jet it go where it might in 
that body. He thought, however, the use of the 
term shin-plasters might have secured it a favora- 
ble reception from certain quarters. He expressed 
himself satisfied with any reference which they 
might please to give it. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the proceedings of the 
Board of Public Works of the State of Ilinois, on 
the subject of the progress of internal improvements 
in that State: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Rhode Island, remonstrating against the 
passage of the Independent Treasury bill: referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the act of the Legisla- 
ture of the Territory of Wisconsin to incorporate 
the State Bank of Wisconsin and Prairie du Chien, 
made an unfavorable report thereon, accompanied 
by a joint resolution disapproving and disaflirming 
the same. 

NEUTRAL RELATIONS. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from- the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives. “ to amend 


an act entitled ‘an act in addition to the act for the 


punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,’ and to repeal the acis therein mentioned,” 
approved twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, reported the same with amendments, 
which were read. 

Mr. Bucnanan said that it was certainly a mat- 
ter of some importance that this bill should be acted 
on speedily; and as the amendments which the 
Committee on Foreign Relations had proposed were 
very short, and very simple, he was ready at any 


time te give an explanation of them... If any Sena= 


“tor, however, was desirous of having the action of, 


the Senate on- this subject postponed until . the 
amendments could be printed, he would not object; 
but ifno postponement was desired, he would ask 


‘that the bill and amendments be now considered as 


in Committee of the Whole. eigen eo 
The billand amendments were then taken up, 
and the first amendment. was read äs follows: -- 
Strike out from the eighth and ‘ninth ‘lines of .the 
first section the words, “other means or materials,” 
and. insert instead thereof the words, “‘any arms.or 


munitions of war;” and, inthe same section, after 


the word ‘‘enterprise,” in the tenth. line, insert the 
following words, to wit: “against the territory-or 
dominions of any foreign prince or state, or of any 
colony, district, or people, conterminous with the 
United States, and with whom they are at peace.” 

Mr. BUCHANANobserved that the first section 
of this bill ‘as it came from the House was entirely 
new, and had not been a subject of corsideration 
by the Senate, when this question was before it, 
some five or six weeks ago. . It would be observed 
that it introduced new provisions into. our neu- 
tality laws, the extent of which could not well be 
foreseen. It was not.confined to the particular 
exigency which. had called for. the passage of this 
act, but was co-extensive with the whole -world, 
and might operate very. injarjously against the 
commerce of the United States.. -00 

He would endeavor to present as clearly.as he 
could to the Senate, the nature of this provision. , 

Under the 6th section of the Neutrality Act of 
April 20, 1818, any person who shall, within the 
territory of the United States, “begin or set on foot, or 
provide or prepare the means for any military expe- 
dition or enterprise,” against a friendly power, was 
punishable by a fine not exceeding $3,000, and’ 
imprisonment nol exceeding three years. The 8th 
section of the same act conferred upon. the Presi- 
dent the power of employing the army, the navy, 
and the militia of the United States, to prevent 
“the carrying on of any such expedition or enter- 
prise,” from our territory, against any power with 
which we should be at peace. The Senate will ob- 
serve that. this power of prevention. was not to be 
exerted until the expedition had been prepared, and 
was ready to leave the United States. for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing the object of its destination. 

Although it, was rendered criminal for any per- 
son “to provide or prepare the means” for such an. 
enterprise, and after a regular trial and.conviction, 
the offender was: liable to severe punishment, 
yet the framers of the act of 1818, which was ad- 
mirably drawn, did not deem it necessary to au~ 
thorize the President to direct a seizure, in the first 
instance, of every article of every description 
which might be intended to be used. es “the 
means” for conducting such an expedition. The 
Committee on Foreign Relations were of opinion . 
that it might be very inconvenient to our citizens 
to entrust execulive officers with such a broad and 
sweeping authority. Fence, in the bill which had 
passed the Senate, there. was no authority conferred. 
upon these officers to Seize any articles except arms 
and munitions of war, and vessels or vehicles fitted 
out with apparent hostile intentions against a 
friendly conterminous power, and which were about 
to be sent, or to ‘pass across the interior frontiers’ of 
the United States. 

In the first section of the House bill, now before 
the Senate, none of these limitations were to be 
found, either in regard to the articles which might 
be seized, or the foreign countries to which they 
might be destined. Every collector, naval. officer, 
surveyor, or inspector of the customs in all the ports 
of the United States, every marshal or deputy mar- 
shal, and every other person whom the President 
might empower for the purpose, was authorized 
and required to seize and detain, not merely arms 
and munitions of war, but any. other “ means or 
materials” provided for such an expedition, no 
matter whether it was destined. for Europe, Asia, 
Africa, or America.. The authority was given in 
the most broad and general terms. Provisions of. 
all kinds, clothing, and every other article which 
might minister to the wants and comforts of such a 
military: expedition-as the :bill-contemplated, were 
thus made the subjects of-seigure.. How: easily 


a: power. so extensive, . especially’ when’ confer- 
réd - upon. such a. -host.. of. subordinate. - offi- 
COIS, might. be abused, every. Senator could at 
once. perceive. . Merchants. who had fitted. out 
vessels to trade with foreign countries: in a state of 
war might be thus harassed and annoyed;. and that 
tov without any good reason. The present exigen- 
cy demanded no such general change in: our. neu- 
trality. laws; peraaps in this particular, it demand- 
ed: nochange at all. What was that exigency? An 
insurrection had broken out in Upper and Lower 
Canada against the British Colonial Government. 


These wo Provinces, together with Texas and“ 


Mexico, were conterminous with the United Siates. 
The duties of good neighborheod, the preserva- 
tion of peace and quiet along the borders, required 
that the rights of our citizens, under the law ef na- 
tions, should be abridged in furnishing arms and 
munitions of war to the insurgents. A few plain 
and simple, but precise provisions had been adopl-- 
ed. by the Senate, confined to the particular case in 
point, and other similar cases which might arise, to 
prevent our citizens from sending vessels or vehi- 
cles, arms or munitions of war across the border, 
intended to be employed in aiding the insurgents in 
their hostile attempts. 

Mr. B.said there was no more fruitful source of 
error in legislation, than to make general and inde- 
finite provisions, when the evil to be remedied was 
confined to a particular and special case. You 
could never know to what extent your law would 
proceed in practice. You would thus often do 
more harm by embracing cases which you had not 
intended, than you would do good by remedying 
existing evils. 

Considering the urgent necessity.of the present 
crisis, and the danger that the passage of any bill 

` might be defeated by a collision of opinion between 
the two Houses, thecommittee had determined not 
to movea rejection of the first section of the bili 
from the House. They had contended themselves 
with proposing such amendments as would confine 
its. operation within proper limits. According to 
these amendments, the articles which might be 
seized were restricted to arms and munitions of 
war; and their places of destination would not be 
the world generally, but only conterminous coun- 
tries. If any Senator required a fufiher explana- 
tion, he would cheerfully give it, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he considered the 

- amendments offered such as under all the circam- 
stances.oughtto be adopted. . There, were, he said, 
two consideraiions which, on general principles, 
recommended the adoption of the amendments. 
The first-was, that the power of the Executive was 

robably too much extended by the bill, withoat 
the changes introduced, and the other, that the 
right of the citizen to conduct foreign trade and 
commerce was too much abridged. The subject 
had been so long before Congress, and there ap- 
peared such necessity for the immediate passage of 
the bill, that ho fully concurred with the honorable 


ae 
ce 


chairman in expressing the hope that it might al 


once be finally disposed of. 
Mr. WORVELL said he 
one question to the honora 


vould like to propound 
le chairman. 


well known, said Mr. N. that these patriots, as they | 


wore called by some, adopted a mode of operation 
extremely difficult to detect. 
bit of procuriag wagons like those used by the tin 
pedlers, in which were secreted arms and muni- 
tions of warj;and. these were driven over the lines, . 
or hidden in. the Maumee: swamps, trom whence 
they could be taken at pleasure. Mr. N. wished 
to know if there was any clause in the bili, which 
would reach this case so as to prevent any viclation 
of our neutrality laws? i ' 

“Mr, BUGHANAN replied, tbat the bill did 
make a. precise provision in its second section, to 
meet the case proposed by the Senator from 
Michigan. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

The second amendment was then read as fol- 
lows: 2 

Section 2..Strike oni the proviso at the end of 
this sectionyand: insert in its stead the following: 
i Provided -that nothing in this act contained shail 
be construed. to extend: to, or interfere with any 
trade in arms Or munitions of war, conducted in 


it was |) 


They were in the ha- | 


_vessels by sea with any. foreign port or place what- 
ever, which might have been lawfully carried on 
before the ` passage of this act, under the. law of 
nations, and the provisions of the act hereby 
amended.” - sakes . f 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that a short explanation 
of. this amendment was necessary. The second 
section of the bill seemed to be intended asa sub- 
stitute for the first and second sections of the bill 


a. 


confined to eitizens of the United States: the bill of 
| the House embraced. all persons.. We had believed 
i that of the United States prevented their own 
citizens from aiding in insurrectionary movements 
in neighboring provinces or countries, we had per- 
formed our duty. He need scarcely state that un- 
der the law of nations, it was lawful for citizens of 
the United States to sell armsand munitions of war 
to foreigners, without regard to the use which was 
intended to be made of them. If they were cap- 
tured in proceeding to a foreign country, this was 
the fate of war, and the foreign purchaser must 
suffer the loss. We had not intended to abridge 
this trade: and hence our bill had confined the 
seizures to arms and munitions of war belonging 
to citizens of the United States. 

The provisions of the House bill might essen- 
tially interfere with our foreign commerce in arms 
and munitions of war, unless they were confined to 
the particular objects which we all had in view. 
Jl- For example, Mexico was a country conterminous 
with the United States. Suppose the existence of 
a civil war there, and the opponents of the Go- 
yernment to have obtained possession of the port 
and city of Vera Cruz. Under this bill, neither citi- 
zens of the United States nor foreigners could carry 
cargoes of arms or munitions of war to that city 
from any of our ports, for the purpose of selling 
them tothe party in the civil war opposed to the 
Government, because it would be notorious that 
they were intended to be employed in carrying on 
military operations within the territory of a friendly 
power; and yet such a trade had always existed. 

- The object of the proposed amendment was to 
preserve this trade to our citizens, by confining the 
operation of the second section of the bill to the 
interior frontiers of the United States, leaving the 
trade by sea in arms and munitions of war to be 
regulated as it had been heretofore under the act of 
1818. 

He might observe that there was a palpable in- 
consistency between the second section itself and 
the proviso to it. Whilst the second section clearly 
and properly abridged ‘the rights of individuals to 
trade in arms and munitions of war, under the law 
of nations, for the purpose of securing peace and 
harmony with friendly neighboring powers, the 
proviso, as it stood, declared that nothing in the 
act contained should he so construed as to interfere 
with any such trade at present sanctioned by the 
law of nations. 
| The third amendment was then read as follows: 

Section three, line twelve, insert after the word 
ii time” the words, “not exceeding ten days.” 

il Mr. BUCHANAN said that, in almost every re- 
| spect the House had adopted a much stronger mea- 
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| 
| 
| 
i] sure than the Senate had deemed necessary. We 
|| did believe that where a man’s property was seized 
upon suspicion, no matter how strong, if he would 
i give bond and good security, in double its value, 
that it should not be employed in violating the pro- 
visions of the law, that it ought to be immediately 
restored to his possession. The House had adopt- 
ed a different opinion. Under the provisions of their 
bill, at least three months must elapse before arms 
aad munitions of war could be restored to the own- 
er, upon his giving such a bond and security. The 
proposed amendment was intended to correct what 
he could not but believe was a mere omission in the 
House. As the third section now stood, the officer 
or person who had seized the property might hold 
it as long as he himself deemed a reasonable time 
without applying to the Judge for a warrant for its 
detention. The commitice thought that some limit 
ought to. be fixed to his discretion. The proposed 
amendment, therefore, provided that he should 
make this application to -the Judge. tor.a-warrant 
„within a reasonable time, not exceeding ton day 
‘from the-date of the seizure. ; : 


which-had passed the Senate. -Our bill had been. 


215 


The fourth amendment was then read and adopt- 
ed, without debate; and is as follows.. 

Sec. 7. After the words “reason to-believe in 
the sécond line,” insert as follows: that’ the’ provi- 
sions of this act have been or are likely to be vio- 
lated. 7 

The fifth amendment was then read as follows: 

And the following as anew section. ` 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force for the period of two years, 
and no longer. ay S 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the last amendment 
proposed by the committee was, to limit: the exist- 
ence of this act to a period of two years. He was 
notat all satisfied with the bill; and he believed he 
might sayas much for the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. But the crisis demanded that we should 
adopt some measure promptly; and they had deemed 
it necessary to take this measure, with all its im 
perfections, rather than do nothing. Such seemed 
to be the only alternative, under existing circum- 
stances. There was one complaint, at least, which 
could not justly be made against the bill; and that 
was, that it did not give sufficient power to the 
Executive. The committee were opposed to ma- 
king this a permanent law, and placing it as such 
upon our statute book, as part of our code to regu- 
late our neutral relations with foreign Governments. 
He hoped that before two years should elapse, 
some well-considered and carefully-drawn bill 
might be adopted on the subject, which should be 


strictly confined in its provisions to oui contermi- | 


nous neighbors along our interior frontiers. . 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That so. much of the annual report of 
the Secretary of War-to the President as relates to 
the management and safe-keeping, or investment of 
money in the hands of officers of the Government 
to the several Indian tribes, or to individual In- 
dians, be referred to the Commiitee on Finance. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: Pa 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying to 
the merchants of Mobile the sums paid by them in 
costs on the extension of duty bonds, in conformity 
with the provisions of an act of Congress approved 
the 16th October, 1837. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to the Portage Canal Company of 
Wisconsin Territory, the right of pre-emption to 


fractional section 9, and the part of section 4 which- 


lies between the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, both in 
township 12 north, range 9 east, for the purpose’ of 
enabling the said company to construct a canal 
between the Wisconsin and Fox -rivers, as pro- 
vided by the act of the Legislature of Michigan, 
approved March 7, 1834. 3 

Oa motion of Mr. LINN, j 

The charter of the company, tegether with san- 
dry other documents, were referred to the same 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to communicate to the Senate, with as little delay 
as practicable, a copy of the recent survey of 
Lieut. Stansbury of the corps of engineers, ini rela- 
tion to the improvement of the navigation of the H- 


linoisand Kaskaskiasrivers, with appropriate draw- 


ings of the rivers at those points where the naviga- 
tion may be obstructed, and the estimate of ex~ 
penses to remove the same. ; 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, , 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of ihe Navy, War, 
and Treasury be directed to communicate to the 
Senate the names of all persons who in- and‘ since 
the year 1832 have been appointed to the office of 
pension agents*by said departments respectively, 
stating the authority under which such appoint 
ments have been made, copies of all instructions to 
such agents, the form of the commission or letters 
of appointment, the sums of money advanced to 
such agents respectively, for the purpose of paying 
pensions, and the- times: of such advances,’ the 


“amount paid annually at each office, the average 


916 


balances remaining‘in the hands of such agents, | 


and also the exact balance, as near as the same can 


be asceriained; in the hands of each agent on the | 


Ast day of this month, distinguishing and stating 
‘ Separately.the sums advanced under each pension 
law; and also the copies of all letters from pension 
agents requiring advances, or in any way alluding 
to their own compensation. f es 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: ` VS gles 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Davis. 

The bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Revere and his 
legal representatives. 

The Senate then took up the Independent Trea- 
sury bill as the order of the day, and Mr. MER- 
RICK, who had the floor, addressed the Senate at 
great length in opposition to the bill, and in favor 
of the amendment offered by Mr. Rives. 

Afier which the bill was laid over informally ; 
and . 

Mr. BUCHANAN having stated that the amend- 
ments to the Neutrality bill from the House were 
engrossed, it was taken up, read the third time; and 
passed as amended. 

The Senate went into the consideration of Ex- 
ecative business. After a short secret session, the 
doors were opened, and 

The bill for the relief of Peter Bargy, jr. and 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, were severally taken 
up and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to establish a surveyor general’s office 
in the State of Illinois, was taken up and consider- 
ed as in Committee of the Whole; and, after a de- 
bate, in which Messrs. WALKER, BUCHANAN, 
CLAY of Alabama, YOUNG, and SMITH of In- 
diana, took part, the question on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading was taken, and 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 10, 

No quorum voting, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvurspay, March 6, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to present a memo- 
rial from 220 citizens, stated to consist of most 
respectable men of all parties, in relation to the 
late duel, designated by them as “an atrocious mur- 
der,” with a view, he said, to refer it to the select 
committee appointed to investigate that subject. 
At the request of Mr. A. the memorial was read. 

Objection being made to receiving the-memo- 
rial— 

Mr. A. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
askep for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 103, nays 43. 

So the rules were’ suspended. . 

Mr. ADAMS then presented the memorial, and, 
on his motion, it was referred to the Select Com- 
mittee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said he had received a similar 
petition, and asked leave to present it for a similar 
reference. i 

Objection being again made, 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rules, which 
was agreed to—ayes 107, noes not counted, and 
the memorial was’ presented, and took the same re- 
ference as the foregoing. 

Mr. WISE, on leave, presented a memorial for 
a Revolutionary claim. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the vacancy on 
the Committee on the Judiciary, occasioned by the 
death of Mr. Cilley, was directed to be filled up. 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked leave to submit a re- 
solution, directing hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of the House to be 10 o'clock, a. m. Objection 
being made, Mr. C. moved a suspension of the 
rule, but it was rejected. Mr. C. then gave notice 
thathe should renew the motion from day to day 
till it succeeded. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

- WAYS AND MEANS. , 

Mr. CameRELENG, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made the following report: / 

The Committee of Ways and Means, to: whom 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


` were referred variows memorials relating to the 
Currency and a National Bank, and the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Finances, 


recommending further provisions for the collec- 


tion, safe-leeping, transfer, and disbursement. of 
the public. money, submit the following report: 


The suspension of specie- payments by the banks ` 
‘throughout the United States, in May last; compel- 


led the Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to 
the Constitution and existing laws, to dispense with 


their agency and the use of theit notes, and to em- 


ploy the officers of Government as the fiscal agents 
of his Department. ‘The banks refused to pay the 
large surplus deposited with them in the only me- 


dium authorized by law, and the expenditures of” 


Government would have been genérally suspended, 
had not the public ‘creditors consented to receive 
their dues in drafts upon banks which paid them 
only in irredeemable notes. ao 
Under such extraordinary circumstances, it be- 
came obviously necessary to devise some mode of 
managing our finances which would prevent simi- 
lar embarrassments in future. The President, ac- 


‘cordingly, in discharging his constitutional duty, . 


recommended, at the late session, a series of mea- 
sures, calculated, as your committee believe, to 
give stability to the operations of the Treasury, 
and, at the same time, to relieve the trade and 
banks of the country from a connection mutually 
disadvantageous to them and to Government. `` 

These recommendations were opposed by the 
friends of a National Bank, and by others who de- 
sired to renew our fiscal relations with the State 
Banks, It was, however, admitted that there’ was 
no prospect of the establishment of a national in- 
stitution for some years to come, if ever; and the 
explosion of the State bank deposite system was 
too recent to warrant the expectation of ils renewal 
at an early period, if at all. Notwithstanding, 
however, the condition of our finances, and the 
urgent necessity of some regulation to render our 
Treasury independent of banks, and provide addi- 
tional guards for the sate-keeping of the public mo- 
ney, the Treasury was left amidst all its embar- 
rassments. The same regulations are again re- 
commended by the President; and nothing has, in 
the meantime, occurred to induce the committee to 
change their opinion, that their adoption is not 
only essential to the safety and independence of the 
public Treasury, but to the stability of trade and 
of every sound bank in the Union. 

The events of the last three years have produ- 
ced a general conviction that the public money 
should not be employed by banks’ or any other in- 
stiutions, in commercial discounts, however profi- 
table its use might be to their stockholders. Du- 
ring the speculations of 1835 and 1836, the depo- 
site banks stimulated speculation to excess, and 
in 1837 suddenly withdrew their accommoda- 
tions to meet the publicdemands. The accumu- 
Jation and distribution of the surplus were among 
the most powerful causes of that alarm which pro- 
duced the suspension of specie payments. When 
banks thus employ the public money, they deal in 
afundover which they have no control, and its 


constant transfers and fluctuations embarrass their- 


commercial operations. Even Government itself 
cannot regulate its amount, anticipate its fluctua- 
tions, or the demands upon the Treasury. Under 
any system of revenue, the transactions of Govern- 
ment would embarrass trade wherever they are 
united. But in this country, the connection is par- 
ticularly disastrous, owing to the extraordinary 
fluctuations in our revenue. 
rived from customs and public lands, and is vio- 
lently affected by the rapid growth of our wealth, 
commerce, and population. . Under our revenue 
laws, as they have heretofore existed, we have re- 
peatedly had a large surplus at one moment, and 
immediately after a bankrapt Treasniy. By re- 
newing the connection with banks, we shall make 
the public revenue again instrumental in exciting 
speculation, embarrassing trade, and injuring every 
class of the community. 

It is wholly immaterial whether the public money 
js employed in trade by State or National bank 
agents. The public must, in either case, suffer 
from the fluctuations of our income, and the occa 


‘sional efforts of the banks to meet the Treasury de- 


| borrow their credit and sanction its abuse, 


Our income is de- - 


‘mands for’ transfer or disbursement. Had “the 


Bank of the United States been continued. as the 


` agent of Government, and beén called upon, as the 


deposite banks weie, to repay thirty-seven millions. 


. of dollars ih nine months, the shock to trade would 


have been more violent, and the suspension of, 
specie payments would have occurred at an earlier 


‘period. The operations of. any great institution, 


whether State or National; with extensive branches, 
and dealing largely in exchange, must convulse the 
trade of every country, where it exists under. the 
authority of Government, and the currency consists 
chiefly of bank notes. Its alarms änd its efforts 
will be in proportion to the extent of its responsibi- 
lities; and in every revulsion. of trade, its opera- 
tions will be watched with apprehension. The 
magnitude of its transactions gives it the charac- 
ter of a Government; and its expansions and 
contractions, like the fluctuating revenues . of 
the public. Treasury, violently move the whole 
trade of the country: alternately forward -and 
backward, leaving at every revulsion distressing 
scenes of poverty and bankruptcy. The trade of 
no country can ever be well regulated when con- 
stantly liable to be disturbed, cither by the opera- 
tions of Government, or of a. great and extended 
bank, whether State or National. ‘Wherever the 
heavy transactions of both are whited, trade must 


‘be subject to frequent alarms ahd‘revulsions. If 


commercial credit did not depend on, the public 
revenue, and no great bank, vainly attempting to 


` regulate. ‘currency and exchanges, existed, two: of 


the greatest causes of panics ‘would be removed. 
These would not often occur if trade were left to` 
its Own resources, to the exclusive and undisturbed 
use of its own capital and credit, and if it enjoyed 
the liberty to create and manage its own banking 
agents, without requiring that they. should be 
clothed with legislative privileges, or armed with 
the powers of Government, Revulsions might still 
occur, but they would be less frequent and violent, 
and we should at least never witness the extraordi- 
nary spectacle of a laboring population without 
employment, in a country enjoying unexampled 
prosperity. m 

Such an agency is not only injurious to trade, 
but unjust to other banking institutions... By col- 
lecting the public revenue, whether in specie or in 
bank notes, all other banks are directly or indi- 
rectly made tributary. tu the Treasury agents. Their 
specie is either drawn from them, or balances are 
created which compel them to draw upon. their 
debtor banks, while the deposite banks are paying 
the public disbursements in their own notes. ‘Such 
undue advantages should be given to no banks, es~- 
pecially when the system: is otherwise so injurious 
to trade and to the Treasury. 

The proposed separation is essential to the steady 
and independent action of trade, banks, and Go- 
vernment. . The finances of the latter must become. 
embarrassed at every revulsion, so long as our re- 
venue consists of baik.-notes or bank deposites. 
The convertibility of either into specie is wholly 
illusive, and has been hitherto sustained by..confi- 
dence alone. That confidence is now destroyed, 
If'a few banks only had suspended specie pay- 
ments from bad management, confidence in other 
institutions might -have been continued. Or if, as 
in war, Government had deemed ‘it expedient to 
it might 
have revived with the return of peace, and the re- 
Storation of. specie paymenis. But it never has 
occurred before, that, in time of peace and 
amiast general prosperity, the banks of a nation 
have simultaneously suspended Specie payments; 
and, what is far more important, as it regards the 
fature, the wishes of the trading corimunity anti- | 
cipated the action of the banks, thë suspension. 
was hailed as a measure of commercial relief, our 
Legislatures sanctioned it, and the public were 
compelled to acquiesce. The effects of the sas- 
pension were little understood by those who deemed 
it a weasure of relief. The trade of no country 
can be relieved by a sudden reduction of its cur- 
rency. We had been for twelve months: under 
the harsh operation of a diminution of com- 
mercial and bank ¢redits.. They had nearly, 
if not quite, reached that. minimum from whieh, 
after a temporary stagnation of trade, they would 


paturally have risen again when the suspension, 
- (for all commercial I 
wonverted-eighty millions of currency into mer- 
chandize, atid it was withdrawn. from circulation. 
‘The “compound standard of specie and paper, by. 
which the property of the Union had been measur- 
ed, was abruptly redaced from about one hundred 
‘and’ ninety millions to one hundred and ten mil- 
lions of a variously depreciated currency; or, if'we 
consider specie as the only common standard, from 
a hundred and ninety to eighty millions. Foreign 
exchanges rose, notwithstanding this extraordinary 
reduction, and all the sanguine anticipations of a 
revival of confidence and credit were disappointed. 
Our reduced enrrency was still further diminished 
the term of our commercial embarrassments was 
prolonged, and the revival of trade postponed to 
an uncertain period. These were the consequences 
of that measure which it was supposed would re- 
lreve the country. 

But, however we may suffer by the recent sus- 
pension, we must anticipate a similar event at 
every revulsion,” It cannot be avoided in this age 
of speculation, and with our system of banking. 
In periods of alarm, those who are threatened with 
bankruptcy will seek relief in any measure, re- 
gardless of consequences. The banks will cer- 
tainly yield to ‘the demands of trade in some parts 
of the Union, and the recollections of the run upon 
them in 1837 will produce a panic which must 
compel most, if not all, other banks to follow their 
example. Some portions of the Union may possi- 
bly escape; but we may certainly anticipate em- 
barrassment in some sections, and we should ac- 
cordingly prepare for it. The banking system of 
this country must be thoroughly reformed before 
confidence in the convertibility of bank notes can 
be permanently revived. No such reform can, at 
this time, be anticipated. A few more disastrous 
revulsions may compel us, at some future period, 
to correct the vices of our system ; but, for the pre- 
sent, it is evident that our local currencies are to 
be still further vitiated by State legislation. With 
our recent experience, and with such a prospect 
before us, a just and patriotic regard for the public 
interest urgently requires that the Treasury of the 
United States should not be hereafter exposed to 
embarrassment or bankruptcy by being connected 


with a system liable at all times to explosion, and. 


that it should never again be made dependant upon 
every vicissitude in the commercial system of the 
world. . j 

The Federal Government isalso bound to pre- 
serve for the States the only measure of value re- 
cognised by the Constitution, that the taxes and 
disbursements of our Confederacy may be collected 
and paid out in a common medium. If the pro- 
posed measure be rejected, we cannot hereafter 
anticipate any uniformity in our taxes, or any such 
thing asa federal currency: With our complicated 
banking system, the immense enlargement of com- 
mercial credit, the rapid growth of the commerce of 
the Southwestern States, and of the settlement of 
the new States generally, we cannot preserve 
equality in exchanges or local currencies. Our 
exchanges were as much deranged in 1825, while 
we had a National Bank, as they were in 1837; and 
our paper system would have exploded then, had 
not. that revulsion originated in Great Britain. 
The history of our cotton trade exhibits fluctuations 
Which defy control. The price periodically gives 
way; the Soithwestern States are deprived of a 
large amount of their funds. for remittance, and our 
exports are suddenly suspended. Such vicissitudes 
must’continue with the rapid growth of the culture 
and-manufacture of cotton, and with the enlarge- 
ment of the paper systems of Great Britain and the 
UnitedStates. It is obvious that the power and the 
mischiefs of our banking system are about to be- 
come still, more formidable, and there is too much 
reason to apprehend, in a few years, an explosion 
more distrous’ to `all branches of industry than 
ahy we- have “hitherto felt: While the States 
continue to multiply banks authorized to sup- 
ply the. country: with a currency, no effort 
of the Federal Government, whether by incor- 
-porating a National Bank, or by a perpetual 
issue of Treasury notes, could prevent a suspension 


of specie payments, while either of these measures 
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purposes at home,) suddenly . 


would but increase speculation and the violence: of 
revulsion. The only alternative left for the Go- 
vernment -is to guard permanently against the 
| effect of such legislation, and of such explosions 
upon the common medium of our Confederacy. 
Should we ever restore the ageney of banks, or 
permanently invest our revenue in bank notes, we 
shall be compelled at every suspension to issne 
Treasury notes.as a substitute for coin, or to collect 
our revenues, and make our disbursements, in the 
variously deprecialed bank paper of the States, 
contrary to every rale of justice, and to the express 
provisions of the Constitution. Should such ever 
become our policy, it would end. in the entire de- 
struction of the only uniform, permanent, and uni- 
versal measure of value, and of the only whole- 
some regulator cf the trade and credit of the world. 
If, on the conwary, we wisely separate our Trea- 
sury from the credit of our banks, we shall secure, 
through all the vicissitudes of trade, and the fluc- 
tuations of our local currencies, a common medium 
for our taxes and disbursements, a uniform mea- 
sure of value for the States, and a standard which 
would tend to adjust more speedily, after every re~ 
vulsion, the temporary derangements in our ex- 
changes and currencies. f 
The public mind is satisfied that some plan should 
be adopted to relieve trade from any connection 
with our revenues, and to render our Treasury in- 
dependent of allexplosions. Numerous plans have 
been proposed for making a partial: use of banks, 
for the mere purpose of keeping the public money, 
under some special deposite system, with an obli- 
gation not to employ it in loans to trade. No such 
deposite can be effectual but one which secures to 
the ‘T'reasury the control over the money spccially 
deposited, and leaves the daily receipts and pay- 
ments to be made by public officers. Such a system 
would merely secure the use of the vaults of the 
banks as places of safety, and would be unnecessa- 
ry where our public offices are supplied, as they 
all must be, with vaults or safes, or both, for the 
preservation of the public archives and treasure. 
If the banks have control over the public money 
deposited with them, all the stipulations and obliga- 
tions which can be contrived will never prevent 
them from discounting upon it, directly or indirect- 
ly; and all the guards we can provide will not se- 
cure to the Treasury its specie fund incase of a 
suspension. The various regulations which have 
been proposed would be, in practice, mere nullities. 
The obligation to credit the revenue collected, 
as specie, has. always existed, and would be 
and more binding hereafter than it has been here- 
tofore; and a special deposite, exclusively controlled 
by the bank, would be as unavailable in case of a 
suspension as any other, which it would be equally 
bound in law to pay in specie. A stipulation that 
the bank shall pay the Treasury warrant in specie 
would be abortive, as that must be determined by 
the Government creditor. Whether the deposites 
are in specie or in bank notes, it will pay out its 
own notes, and increase its discounts accordingly. 
Periodical settlements with banks having control 
over the deposites, before and after the settlement, 
would be a mere formality. Banks might be em- 
polyed under a system of joint management and 
control. Special collections, deposites, and dis- 
bursements might be made under the care of two 
sets of officers, one to be appointed by Govern- 
ment, the other by the banks; but such a plan would 
require: a much greater number of officers than is 


now proposed; and would, at the same time, ena- 
ble the banks employed by the Treasury to sub- 
stitute their notes for the coin collected, and enlarge 
their issues and their discounts, which is one of the 
principal evils designed to be avoided by the sepa- 
ration. j . 

` T'he Treasury cannot, with safety to itself or to 


trade, part with its control over the public money, 
from its collection to its disbursement. After ex- 
amining the subject in all its bearings, and with 
every desire to unite public sentiment in some mea- 


sure, the committee are more than ever convinced - 


that the simplest, most economical, and best plan, 
for all interests, as a permanent system, is to em- 
ploy officers of Government, appointed. by the Pre- 
sident with the approbation: of the Senate, to col- 
lect, keep, and disburse the public money, under 


-duties for banks and merchants. 
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such regulations, guards, and restrictions: as Con- 
gress may from time to time deem expedient. Va- 
rious objections have.been made to this plan which 
deserve consideration. Some apprehend that, if 
not now, it will ultimately require a large addition 
to the number of officers in the publie service, and 
so far increase Executive patronage. This appre- 
hension seems founded on a mistaken idea of the 
duties of our public officers, as. they have existed 
from the commencement of the Government. All 
the essential duties of receiving, keeping, and, dis- 
bursing the public money have always been, and 
are now, performed by them, and the proposed, 
measure might be carried into effect without’ the, 
addition of a single officer, but for the special de- 
positories proposed for greater security. The mo- 
ney for cash duties and public lands has always 
been collected by our own officers, and placed in 
banks, in the first instance, to their own credit, or 
keptin their own hands. Prior to 1800 all the 
custom-house bonds were collected at our cus- 
tom-houses, and some are still so. But even 
when collected by banks, which was a mere 
Treasury regulation, the amount was carried to 
the credit of the collectors, and not to the eredit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, Our receivers 
and collectors have always had, whether banks 
were employed or not, the absolute control, for a 
time, of the whole of our revenue from. customs 
and public lands, amounting, since 1789, to more 
than $1,053,000,600. The only change now pro- 
posed is, that our officers shall not hereafter trans- 
fer the money to banks to be loaned out, but that 
they shall keep it and pay it over directly to the 
order of the Treasury. It will certainly be more 
convenient to pay it at their own offices than to 
transfer it, as heretofore, to deposite banks. The 
same officers will continue to be employed in dis- 
charging the same duties generally throughcat the 
Union, without any addition to their number. At 
seven points of collection the duties and responsi- 
bilities will be increased by the bill proposed, and 
in these cases alone can any further aid be re- 
quired. 

For the greater security of the public revenue, it 
is proposed to establish seven special depositories. 
Having a Treasurer of the United States at the 
seat of Government, it is obviously more proper’ 
that the public money collected wichin this District 
and its neighborhood should be placed in his custo- 
dy for public use, than that it should be, as hereto- 
fore, deposited in banks to be employed in loans. 
It is proposed that this officer shall take charge 
of and pay over, for public purposes only, all mo- 
ney which may be collected within this District, or 
which may otherwise come into his hands. 

As we have mints at Philadelphia and New Or- 
leans, with every provision for the security of the 
public money, it is proposed that the cash collec- 
tions at the custom-houses in these places should be 
transferred daily, and the bonds for duties weekly, 
to these depositories. The duties of receiving, 
keeping and paying over the public money, are not 
new to the treasurers of the mints. The Treasury 
is authorized to employ a million of dollars in 
facilitating the coinage which is constantly passing 
through their hands. They also perform the same 
The duties of the 
treasurers will not be changed in character, but 
their receipts and payments for Government will 
be moderately increased in amount. 

We have now officers employed in our custorh- 
houses to collect the cash duties. The officer at 
New York received at that cusiom-house, in 1836, 
five millions of dollars. Asthere are to be special 
depositories at Boston, New York, and Charles- 
ton, with increased responsibilities, it is proposed 
to substitute, in their places, at these ports, officers 
of a higher grade, to be denominated “public re- 
ceivers;” and as a similar depository is proposed. at 
St. Louis, an officer of. the same grade, in lieu of 
the. receiver now there.. These officers and the 
treasurers of thé mints will also have charge of 
sums as may be transferred from other points. 
The increased labor and responsibility imposed on 
the Treasurer of the United States, the treasurers 
of the mints, and the public receivers, may require 
farther aid; the Secretary of the Treasury is therefore 
authorized to appoint two additional clerks for 
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Washington, two for New York, and one for each | 
of the other’ four depositories, making altogether 
nine clerks, No other increase of officers will be 
required to carry the proposed measure into full 
effect. This small addition is ‘all that is propdsed 
or required to execute a measure designed exten- 
sively to diminish Executive patronage, by dispen- 
sing ehtirely with the agency of banks, and by 
separating that branch of our Government from all 
control and influence ove? a powerful association of 
corporations, with. thousands of directors, officers, 
and stockholders. If ah important measure is to 
be rejected, because nine clerks are to be added 
to the number now in the public service, we should, 
with equal feason, stop the progress-of legislation, 
for scarcely a session passes in which Congress is 
not compelled to authorize the employment of a 
greater number of officers to carry ‘into effect the 
various laws required in the administration of the 
affairs of our rapidly growing country. 

The same mistake as to the responsibilities of 
our dwi officers, has produced-an erroneous im- 
pression thal we are now, four the first time, about 
to place the public money in their custody, De- 
faleations are consequently apprehended; and to 
avoid these, a special deposite of the public money 
in banks for safe-keeping is advocated by some, 
who are decidedly favorable to the separation. 
From 1789 to the present time, the public mouey, 
in its collection, has been ali placed under the con- 
trol of our own officers: most of it Was afterwards 

laced in banks, or transferred to the credit of the 
Treasurer on their books; and finally, it was confi- 
ded to disbursing officers. We have had, generally, 
very inadequate security; and, in many instances, 
especially as it regards disbursing officers, not even 
the ordinary security of bonds, Under such loose 
regulations, the wonder is that our losses were not 
greater, considering the Immense amount which 
has passed through the hands of our officers. Our 
collectors have had under their control a gross re- 
venue of 946,000,000 dollars, and ovr land receiv- 
ers 107,000,000 dollars, making 1,053,000,000 dol- 
lars. They not only had the control of this. vast 
amount, but they were permitted lo pay, without a 
warrant from the ‘Treasury, and before the money 
passed out of their hands, all the expenses ol our 
custom-houses and land offices, and debentures, 
which alone amounted to four or five miilions 
annually, and sometimes more. Notwithstanding 
these temptations to commit fraud, and to employ 
the public money for private use, the whole amount 
of nominal and actual balances against all the col- 
lectors of the customs and the receivers of public 
lands throughout the Union, for forty-nine years, is 
about two millions and a half, being less than one- 
quarter of one per cent. on the amount received by 
them since 1789. But the larger proportion even 
of the balances now standing on the Treasury 
books, arises from the death of some, and the 
negligence of other public officers in not transmit- 
ting their vouchers, or from mere irregularity or 
informality. The coliectors are charged with all 
the bonds, whether they are paid or not, and the 
receivers with the lands sold, whether they have re- 
ceived the money or not. Sometimes the vouchers 
are lost or destroyed, and many applications haye 
been, from time to time, made to Congress, to en- 
able the Treasury to settle the accounts of officers, 
who, though not indebted to Government, have 
been for years, and are still, reported as default- 
ers. From the best estimates that can be made at 
the Treasury, not mere than one millicn of these 
balances is actually due to Government from our 
collectors and receivers of public money, leaving 
a probable loss of about one tenth cf one per cent. 
of the amount under their charge and control. We 
have lost nething by the disbursing officers of the 
army proper for twenty years past, and, as to other 
disbursing officers, we have generally neglected to 
require security of them. 

These losses by public officers cannot, however, 
be urged as an argument in favor of employing 
banks, as they have, with litle exception, all 
occurred while- the latter were the agents of the 
Treasury. We have, moreover, at the same time, 
lost moze in proportion by banks than by our own 
officers: ‘Throwing aside’ the millions lost by their 
depreciated paper, and commencing with the Bank 


- withdrawal of our confidence. 


“posited. 


of the United States in 1817, and after the resump- 
tion of specie payments, our losses amounted, in 
seventeen years, by bank depositories, to $1,075,954, 


and by bank notes $178,470, making $1,254,424,” 


of which there is no prospect of our ever recovering 
any part. Assuming that, from 1817 to 1834, our 
deposites in all the banks amounted to$350,000,000, 
the actual loss in seventeen years would be nearly 


three-eighths of one per cent. while the probable ` 


loss by all our collectors and receivers in forty-nine 


years cannot be estimated at more than about one- ` 


tenth of one per cent. We have besides, by the 
recent revulsion, a suspended debt due from the 
deposite banks of $5,925,800, and $4,000,000 more 
to the credit of our disbursing officers. What part 
of this we may lose cannot now be estimated. We 
shall be fortunate if we have not occasion hereal- 
ter to double the amount of the losses before 
referred to. But we have at least ascertained that, 
in seventeen years of peace and general prosperity, 
and during the existence of a National Bank, we 
have lost more by this connection with, banks than 
the amount of all our losses by collectors and 
receivers in forty-nine years, though the former 
Were entrusted with about $350,000,000 only, and 
the latter with §1,053,000,000. : 

White we are thus exposed to heavy losses by 
employing banks, the renewal of this agency would 
no}, in the slightest degree, diminish our chance of 
loss by public officers. The employment of banks 
cannot remove the necessity of confiding to our 
own officers in collecting and disbursing the public 
money, unless we abolish our custom-houses, land 
oflices, and disbursing agencies, and assign all the 
duties of Government to banks. Under no prac- 
ticable system can we avoid trusting our own offi- 
cers with the public money, as we have done from 
the origin of our Government. Fortunately, our 
experience of their fidelity does not warrant the 
In collecting more 
than a thousand millions, our probable loss does 
not exceed the tenth part of one per cent. and at 
the principal point of collection itis far less. At 
the port of New York there have been in collecting 
the customs, since 1739, but two defalcations, one 
of which is still unadjusted and before Congress; 
buat if the whole amount should be found due, the 
security js ample. The. other, amouniing to 
$21,700, is the entire Joss at that port in collecting 
$357,000,000, or about six cents on every thousand 
dollars, being about one sixtieth part of the loss 
by banks, from 1817 10 1434, on $350,000,000 de- 
The operations of our mint also afford 
ample evidence of the confidence. which we may 
repose in our own officers. No defalcation in the 
oftices of that establishment is known to the Trea- 
sury, though abont seventy-three millions of dol- 
lars have been coined, We thus see our banks and 
merchants placing millions in the custody of the 
very oflicers who, we are told, are unworthy of the 
confidence of the Government from which they 
receive their appointments. 

Under the additional gaards now proposed, our 
losses, by public officers, will be diminished, and 
by separating our Treasury from banks, we shall 
avoid that class of lusses altogether. Ample bonds 
are hereafter to be required from all who are en- 
trusted with public money. Collectors and receiv- 
ers are not to be allowed to pay out money for 
any purpose, without an order from the Treasury. 


Ali money collected is to be placed at once to the- 
For’ 


credit of the Treasurer of the United States. 
greater security, transfers may be made from one 
depository to another; and where there is no special 
depository, deposites may be made with banks un- 
der the joint control of the bank and the Treasury. 
To guard against frauds, it is made the duty of 
certain public officers in the different districts to 
examine the money and accounts of those who are 
entrusted with the public money, and the Seeretary 
may, atany time, appoint other officers within the 
districts to make special examinations and returns. 
And, finally, should any officer use or embezzle 
the money entrusted to him, he shall ke convicted 
of felony, fined, andimprisoned. Most of our cus- 
tom-houses and land offices are already furnished 
with vaults or safes, or both, for the preservation 
of the public archives and public money; but, to 
provide for every such contingency, an appropria- 


tion of ten thousand dollars is proposed, which is 
thé only new appropriation authorized by the bill. 
With all these additional guards for the collection, 
safe-keeping, and disbursement of thé public reve-* 


_ nue, the losses of Government, under the proposed 


plan, will be much less than under any other’ hith- 


erto adopted, independent of our losses’ by* banks 
: and their paper. f 


The objection which deserves most consideration 
is; that a large surplus might accamulate in the 
Treasury, and. operate injuriously upon ` the 


‘banks, if it consisted entirely of specie. To obvi- 


ate this, the Secretary of the Treasury recommends 
that any surplus above four millions of dollars 
should be invested in stocks, to be sold whenever 
the Treasury should want the money. Aware of 
the importance of providing against an unnecessa- ` 
ry surplus, the commitiee have duly considered this 
proposition, but feel constrained to reject it. The 
main object of the plan now proposed is to confine ` 
the Treasury exclusively to the collection, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public money by the most 
simple, economical, and safe means. Itis‘not de- 
signed that the Treasury should either be a finan- 
cier or a banker, further than may be absolutely 
necessary in the collection and disbursement of our 
revenue. To connect it either with stocks or banks 
would be incompatible with: this design. "The occa- 
sional investment of our surplus might also pro- 
duce other evils. Our dealings in stock would’ be ‘ 
anticipated by those engaged’ in that trade, and ` 
speculations would be founded ‘on the fluctuations ° 
of our Treasury. ‘Congress too would neglect ‘one | 
of ats first duties, which is to reduce our taxes when- 
ever the revenue exceeds the wants óf Government. 
A permanent law, graduating our income to our’ 
expenditure, may be hereafter adopted, when all 
our duties are levied ad valorem, as is proposed 
by the act of March, 1833, to take effect in 1842. - 
But,. for the present, no investment, or any 
other measure is necessary, as we have no 
reason whatever to apprehend a surplus.) The 
twenty-seven millions deposited with the States 
is wholly unavailable, the debt of the United 
States. Bank is payable in three annual in- 
slalments, and the six millions of suspended 
balances due from the deposite banks will not be 
paid for some time to come. Our revenue, both 
from customs and lands, is very much reduced, 
while our military expenditures are unavoidably 
increasing, and further and extraordinary appro- 
priations must be made for the present year, and 
may be required in 1839.. The Treasury notes 
which were authorized to be issued at the latë ses- 
sion are receivable for. pablic. dues, and cannot be 
re-issued. This makes a charge of some millions 
on the revenue ‘of the present year equal to’ the 


` amount of the notes received at our custom-houses 


and land offices. Tt is obvious that, far from being 
a surplus, there will-be a deficiency, which must 
be supplied ‘cither by a re-issue of the Treasury 
notes redeemed, or by an authority to issue others. 
There is not the least probability that our revenue, 
for two years to come, will be equal to the wants 
of Government; and if, for the next Your years, it 
should be sufficient to meet cur expenditures, and 
to redeem the Treasury notes which have been, or 
may be hereafter, issued, it will be full as much as 
can be reasonably anticipated. In the mean time, 
our tariff is in a process of reduction, and after 
June, 1842, the. highest rate will’ be twenty per 
cent. ad’ valorem, payable in cash. “When ‘it is 
considered that one-half of our. importations are 
free of duty, it is obvious that, so far from antici- 
pating a surplus of revenue from this source; Go- ` 
vernment will be compelled to rely, more than it 
has done hitherto, on its income from” public 
lands for its support. ‘The. proposed ‘warehousing 
system wouid also. tend to- keep the “revenue 
down, as merchandise would. only be entered as 
it might be required for consumption. The Trea- 
Sury notes required -for the service of 1833 and 
1839, will only be issued:to discharge claims, or, 
as the money may be: wanted, and any surplus- 
which may accrue in 1840 and 1841, will be im- 
mediately applied to theirredemption. In 1842 the” 
ad valorem tariff takes effect, and the balance in 
the Treasury will be easily regulated by Congress. 
No surplus can,: therefore, be anticipated; ‘nor is 


fhe 
banks can be, in any manner, affected by an ac- 
cumulation of revenue in the Treasury, whether it 
consists of specie or Treasury notes. “Such appre- 
hensions, for two years to come, we know to be 
unfounded; for our current éxpenses and’ existing 
obligations will require all our resources; the reve- 
nue must be paid out-as fast as it is collected, and 
the balance in the Treasury must remain at its mi- 
nimum. And there ‘is no prospect. whatever, for 
four years at least, of a surplus, whether collected 
in specie or otherwise, which can, in any ‘manner, 
affect injuriously the trade, credit, or currency of 
the country. ` Therė is certainly, therefore, no sa- 
tisfactory reason for providing, at this time, for the 
investment of a surplus which may accrue at some 
future period, not now to be anticipated. 

«From the actual condition of our finances, and 


the probable state of our receipts and expenditures - 


' for the’ future, it is obvious, thal the question as to 
the medium in which our revenue shall be collected, 
must be, for some time to come, of very little im- 
portance, so far as it relates to its practical opera- 
tion upon the- banks or trade of the country. “After 
the suspension, the Treasury was compelled to 
‘collect the. revenue, accoiding ‘to law, in specie or 
in, evidences of public debt, and until there is a 
resumption of specie. payments, neither Congress 
nor the Treasury can, by any constitutional means, 
direct that it shall be otherwise collected. Some 
of the banks may resume at an early period; but 
while there is evidently so little concert of action 
or harmony of purpose among them, it would be 
unsafe to invest the public money in the notes of 
any bank; and when a general resumption will 
éccur is not. now to be anticipated. The rejection 

or adoption, therefore, of the measure proposed 
would not now alter the medium of our collections, 
and could not affect trade or banks. Its adoption, 
however, would be so. far beneficial, as it would 
tranquillize the public mind; while its postpone- 
ment or rejection would tend only to keep alive 
imaginary apprehensions. The revival of trade 
depends upon its own and ample resources. Its 

‘temporary prostration was produced by one of its 
periodical excesses. It is now in a condition to 

“štart again with renewed energy, and all thatis 

‘wanting to give an impulse to the prosperify of the 
country, is the mutual and concerted action of our 
banking institutioas—the most efficient agents of 
credit, when not ascoiated with the fortunes of 

“party, or the operations of Government. | 

Practically, the existing law and that now pro- 
posed is. the same; and as. this section of the bill 
would be inoperative for some time, it might, on 
that ground, be dispensed with; but it is of great 

_ importance to the Government and the country that 

* a permanent system should be adopted, and most 

especially at atime when, from the actual condi- 

tion of our finances, its introduction cannot affect 
any interest. The present is the most proper. time 
te devise means gradually to take from the banks 
the power to make the public revenue instrumenta; 
in increasing the embarrassments of. the trading 
community. To use their notes as a medium for 
our receipts and expenditures, would as effectually 
defeat this important object, as if we were to con- 
tinue to deposite the public money with the banks. 

Whether the Government keep their notes in the 

Treasury and use them for public purposes, or de- 

posite its revenue in banks, is wholly immaterial; 

for their discounts would be equally extended, and 
the design of the separationequally defeated. The 
only practical difference between the deposite sys- 
tem. andthe measure proposed, (if we are still to 
keep and circulate bank notes,) is that we should, 
ünder the latter, be at the expense and trouble of 
keeping an amount of bank notes in the Treasury as 

a mere substitute for an equal amount of bank depo- 

sites which would exist under the former system, 

without any agency, risk, or expense. whatsoever, 

the banks would be enabled to increase their divi- 

dends by discounting to the extent of the public cir- 

culations, and on the amount of their. deposites in 
the Treesury of the United States. Under either 
system the Government. would find its Treasury 
precisely. in the same “embarrassed condition thatit 
was in May. last. As to. the mere formality whether 
the Government or its debtors shall draw the specie 


e slightest foundation for the fear that the | 
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from the banks, such an-arrangement might be 
made for the convenience of the latter without de- 
triment to the Treasury. But the permanent de- 
posites of the public money must consist of specie 
or evidences of public debt, and all our payments 
must be made in the same, otherwise the object of 
separating the Government from banks is entirely 
defeated. . 

When the banks resume specie payments this 
section wili take effect, but as it merely proposes a 
prospective reduction for six years, the process 
will be so gradual as scarcely to be felt, especially 
in the present reduced state of our Treasury. At 
some future period when a surplus may accrue, 
the effect of specie collections will be most salu- 
tary in moderating the excessive issues of bank 
notes at those points where a paper currency Js 
most exposed to-explosion, and in checking an 
abuse of credit in its origin. The amount of spe- 
cie which would be at any time required at all 
our land offices and custom-houses, would be insig- 
nificant in comparison with the aggregate of our 
metallic currency, which is now estimated at eighty 
millions. A surplus of four millions, distributed in 
our offices throughout the Union, would be the 
maximum, and one-half of even that amount would 
be at all times represented by Treasury warrants 
and drafts in circulation. No transfers would ever 
be made in specie from one point to another, 
(except a limited amount for ‘paying some of the 
Indian tribes,) as transfer drafts would be much 
more economical, convenient, and safe. 

Instead of hoarding all the specie, or introducing 
an exclusive metallic currency, the Government 
would, at ho time, require for all its operations one- 
twentieth part of the specie in the country. The 
tendency of the measure would be to increase the 
aggregate amount; but whether it should or not, 
certainly so small a portion might be spared for 
the uses of Government, when it is for the great 
purposes of relieving trade from its embarrassing 
connection with the public money, and of protect- 
ing the Treasury from periodically having its funds 
invested in irredeemable bank notes of variously 
depreciated values. 

The public interest urgently requires at the pre- 
sent session of Congress, some measure guarding 
more effectually the collection, safe-keeping, and 
disbursement of the public revenue. The Trea- 
sury is embarrased for want of regulations adapted 
to the crisis, and losses may result from our ne- 
glect to provide for the security of the public 
money. Whether the measure be temporary or 
permanent, some such as that proposed ought to 
be adopted in the actual condition of our finances. 
Some time, perhaps years, must elapse, before even 
the opportunity will be offered, with any prospect 
of success, of reuniting our Treasury with banks 
generally, State or National. A National Bank is 
not now proposed, and whenever it is, as it no 
doubt will be, it must encounter an opposition not 
easily or readily overcome. ‘The dangers of such 
an agent of Government to the political institutions 
of the country, are too well and generally under- 
stoed, to warrant the expectation that we shall ever 
again adopt a remedy worse than the disease. 

The proposilion to renew the State bank deposite 
system, after so recent an explosion, and in the pre- 
sent condition of our banking institutions, is pre- 
mature, if not extraordinary. It would seem to be 
time enough to discuss its expediency after a gene- 
ral resumption of specie payments; for, if now 
adopted, we should have im a few months a deposite 


bank system in the East and an Independent Trea- | 


sury in the West. This new deposite bank plan 
has all the vices and insecurity of the one we have 


been compelled to abandon, with some additional | 


provisions which render it far less acceptabie. A 
league of twenty-five banks, controlled, as it would 
be inevitably, by some great institution at or near 
the centre of circulation and exchanges; with the 
power, in effect, to determine in what medium our 
revenue shall be collected, and authorized to dis- 
count upon the publie deposites, would be. essen- 


tially a National Bank, with four and twenty | 


branches, governing every. other bank, and control- 
ling trade and currency.. Confirming the selection 
of. these -banks by joint resolution of both.Housés 


would lead to annual struggles for the patronage of 
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Congress, and involve them still more deeply in the 
fluctuations of party. The demand proposed tobe 
made weekly on other banks for specie would give 
special privileges to this league, and the authority 


.thus delegated “to check over-issues, and to 


preserve the soundness’ of the currency” would 
confer on the Secretary of the Treasury and 
this league of banks the extraordinary power 
of regulating, at their discretion, the curren- 
cy of the country. The further proposition to 
compel the’ Government to receive the notes of 
specie paying banks, was brought forward in the 
late Congress, and is. again revived. Hitherto, 
Government has enjoyed, under the joint resolution 
of 1816, the right, in common with the community, 
of receiving thenr voluntarily, or demanding specie; 
but this right is hereafter to be sacrificed to encou- 
rage the circulation of bank notes, and to embar- 
rass the Treasury at every revulsion, It would at 
least seem to be prudent to collect from the banks 
our six millions of suspended balances, before we 
inquire into the expediency of again placing the 
Treasury of the United States in jeopardy. 

The measure recommended by the committee is 
the only one practicable, in the present condition 
of our banking institutions. It proposes nothing 
new, either in our laws or practice, which is not 
indispensable to the security of the public revenue. 
It is no innovation—no experiment. From the 
origin of our Government, our own ollicers have 
collected, kept, and disbursed the public money 
throughout the Union. The only change proposed 
is, that they shall hereafter pay it over directly to 
the order of the Treasury, and not, as heretofore, 
transfer it to banks, to be employed in commercial 
discounts. This use, or ratherabuse, of the public 
money, was the great innovation of 1791, and ori- 
ginated with those friendly to a Bank of the United 
States. It was an experiment of our own for the 
benefit of that institution, and was ‘not in accord- 
ance with the practice of other countries. We have 
felt its disastrous effects, and we are now generally 
satisfied that, once discontinued, it ought never to 
be renewed. The other proposition to collect our 
revenue in specie, or evidences of public debt, is 
an indispensable auxiliary to the first; for, without 
it, it is impossible to prevent the banks from dis- 
counting upon the amount of their credit in circu- 
lation and in deposite for public purposes. The 
measute is, moreover, irresistibly forced upon the 
Federal Government by State legislation, which, 
whether constitutional or not, defies its power to 
regulate both currencies by coinage. When we had 
but half the number of States, but few banks, and 
a sounder currency, we might tolerate the receipt 
of bank notes with safety; but with ‘eight hundred 
banks, issuing every description of paper, six and 
twenty different systems of banking, and a rapid 
increase of our bank note circulations, this Go- 
vernment is compelled to confine its receipts and 
expenditures to the only medium which can be, 
hereafier, permanently common to the States. No 
improvement in our local currencies can be anti- 
cipated. ‘Phe States are governed by opposite par- 
ties, contending for hostile principles of govern- 
ment, especially in relation to currency and bank- 
ing. The reform which may be effected in some, 
is more than neutralized by the abuses sanctioned 
in other States, and only contributes to make. the 
operations of our complicated system more irregu- 
lar and more embarrgssing to trade. Experience 
has not here, as in England, produced partial re- 
form; for, in some of our oldest States, and where 
they have suffered most from broken banks, and 
the violence of revulsions, they’ still tolerate the 
most vicious systems of banking. Under such cir- 
cumstances, if not from choice, the Federal Go- 
yernment is driven to the necessity of confining 
itself to a medium whichis not regulated by State 
legislation, but by the unalterable law of the world. 

Higher interests, hawever, than those of a cha- 
racter merely financial, are involved in the decision 
of this great question, whether the Treasury shall 
be permanently separated from banks, or whether 
we shall establish a perpetual union between the 
executive branch of our Government and the vast 


‘moneyed power of the country. While watching 
| jealously, as we should, every increase of Execu- 


tive patronage, and guarding, carefully, our Trea- 
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atiry from Executive control, we should wateh with 
even more vigilance and apprehension the growth 
and movements of a power which, When combined 
with the organization of party, and petnianently 
successfu}, must inevitably, not only control oar 
finances, but govern the country. Without refer- 
ring to earlier contests,.the straggle of the last six 
` years affords at least some evidence of an ambi- 
tious desire anong those institutions ‘which are 
contending for the use of the public money and pub- 
lic credit, to share in the administration of our na- 
tional affairs. In this great struggle the inte- 
resis -of trade, and the welfare of the coua- 
try, have been sacrificed by the too zealous effcrts 


of the political portion of our bankers to perpetuate _ 


their control over the National Treasury, and to 
secure for ever to themselves and their successors 


the profits on the use of the public money and pūb-` 


lie credit. Such efforts, when combined with poli- 
tical views, might elevate to the Presidency a Chief 
Magistrate whọ would effect’a formidable union 
between the Executive and the immense banking 
capital of the country, already amounting to more 
than three hundred millions of dollars. If we ave now 
so-inuch alarmed at the influence of the Execuiive, 
with our limited revenue, what may we not fear 
when that powerful branch of our Governmen: i= 
sustained, not only by the public Treasury, but by 
a thousand banks and thousands of other corpora- 
tions, controlled and directed by, a league of State 
institutions with large capitals, or by a national 
bank with a capital of fifty or ene hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. > 

Such are the consequences involved in the issue 
which is now dividing the nation, and agitating its 
trade and indastry. It would almost seem that 
the honest efforts of. some of ovr banks to produce 
harmony of action, and to resume specie payments, 
are defeated to prolong our embarrassments, and 
to convince the nation of the necessity of assigning 
the most important powers of Governmeat to the 
stogkholders ofa NationalBank. This contest should 
be ended by the prompt adoption of the measure pro- 
posed; for trade can never enjoy a steady prospe- 
rity till Government and banks are independent of 
each other. ‘The public money should be applied 
to public purposes alone, and the banks should be 
free to pursue their own profitable course, without 
being embarrassed by the efforts of a small portion 
of their number employed as ‘Treasury agents, or 
by perpetual struggles with the Executive or Con 
gress. Should this contest ever result in the triumph 
of an alliance of the Executive and moneyed pow- 
ers of the country, ıt cannot be expected that a 
union so fearful in its consequences, could be per- 
manently successful. Patriotism would be justly 
alarmed for the fate of our political institutions, 
and for the existence of popular rights. Another 
and amore powerful struggle would commence, 
which would preve ruinous to trade, and might 
involve the legislative privileges of every bank 
and every corporation inthe Union. By continu- 
ing thisas an unsettled question, the trading and 
banking interests will be exposed to all the vicis- 
situdes of party, and engaged in a perpetual war, 
unprofitable to themselves, and ruinous to the 
country. By adopting the measure proposed, and 
making it our permanent policy, every branch of 
trade will be left to move on undisturbed by our 
national political contests, and the Executive 
branch of cur Government would be separated 
froma power which, when united with it, is the 
most dangerous to our free institutions and to our 
Confederacy. : 

: The committee, therefore, respectfully submit 
the measure to the consideration ot the House, sin- 
cerely hoping that, whatever difference of opinion 
may exist as to the details of the bill, its essential 
principles may be adopted in some form; that this 
at least, among the many agitating questions, may 
be put to rest, that regulations so necessary to the 
safety of the public money may no longer be post- 
poned; and that we may, by a thorough separation 
from banks, secure, at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances, an Independent Treasury. 


A BILL to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
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tatives of the United States of América, in Congress as- 
sembled, That it shall-be the duty of the Treasurer 
of the United States to take charge of all public 
money which may be collected within this District, 
and deposited with him by the collectors:of the 
custonis, er which may otherwise come into his 
hands, and to collect any other publie money 
which may be payable to the United States in this: 
District. pE wa Si ` 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty. of the treasurer of the Mint of the 
United States at Philadelphia, and of the. treasurer 
of the branch mint at New Orleans, in each of said 


districts respectively,'to receive from the collectors. ’ 


of the customs at said ports all bonds for duties, 
and to collect the same; also, to receive from said 
collectors and ‘all other receivers of public money 
within their districts, the money which may be 
collected by them; to collect any other money 
which may be payable to the United States within 
their districts, and to take charge of all. public 
money which may otherwise come into their hands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in licu of 
the officers now employed in collecting the cash du- 
ties at the custom-houses in Boston, in Massachu- 
setis, in the city of New York, and in Charleston, in 
South Carolina, and of the receiver for the land 
office at St. Louis, the President shall nominate, 
and, by and with the advice and consent of ‘the 
Senate, appoint, an officer for each of the custom- 
houses, and for the land office aforesaid, to be 


denominated “publie receiver? who shall hold ] 


his office for the term of four years, ‘unless 
sooner removed; and it shall be’ the duty of the 
public receivers at the custom-houses aforesaid,- 
in each district respectively, to: take charge of 
and collect the bonds fur duties, and to collect 
the cash duties and custom-house charges, and 
any other money which may be payable to the 
United States in said districts, and to take charge 
of all public money which may otherwise come 
into their hands; and it shall be the duty of the 
public receiver at St. Louis to discharge all the 
duties hitherto imposed on the receiver at the land 
office at that place, to collect all money arising 
from the sales of public lands, and any other money 
which may be payable to the United States in his 
district, and to take charge of all public money 
which may otherwise come into his hands. 

Suc. 4. And be it furiher enacted, That all the 
collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the cus- 
toms acting as collectors, and all receivers of the 
public money at the several land offices, except the 
collectors at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Charleston, and New Orleans, aforesaid, shall 
continue to collect all money which may be paya- 
ble to the United States within their respective dis- 
tricts for duties, custom-house charges, or lands; 
and further to collect any other money which may 
be payable to the United States within their dis- 
tricts, and to take charge of all public money 
which may otherwise come into their-hands. - And 
it shall be the duty of the collectors of the customs 
at Philadelphia and New Orleans to continue to 
collect the cash duties and custom-house charges in 
their respective districts. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Trea- 
surer of the. United States, the Treasurer of the 
Mint of the United States, the Treasurers, and 
those acting as.such, of the various Branch Mints 
already erected and now erecting, all collectors of 
the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting as 
collectors, ali public receivers, all receivers of 
public money at the several land offices, and all 
postmasters, except as is hereinafter particularly 
provided, who may be entrusted with the public 
money, be, and they are hereby, required to keep 
safely, without idaning or using, all the public mo- 
ney collected by them, or otherwise at any time 
placed in their possession and custody, till the same 
is ordered by the proper department or officer of 


the Government to be transferred er paid oul; and 


when such orders for transfer or payment are re- 
ceived, faithfully and promptly to make the sameas 
directed, and to do and perform all other duties as 
fiscal agents of the Government, which may be 


imposed by this or any other acts of Congress, or. 


by any regulation cf-the Treasury Department, 
made in conformity tolaw; and also to do. and 


| perforin all acts ‘and duties Yequired by law, or b 


direction of any of the Executive Departments of 


` the Government, as agents for paying pensions, or 


for making any othér disbursements which either. 
-of the heads of those departments may, be reqaired’ 
by law to make, and which are ofa character tobé 

made by the depositaries. hereby constitated, con- 


- sistently: with the other official duties 
_ them. | i EO G 


Sesc. 6: And be it further enocted, Thai the 
Treasurer of the United States, the ‘Treasurer of 
the Mint of the United States,-the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at NeW Orleans,” the public receivers 
herein. before:directed’ to.be appointed, and ‘alt dis+ 
bursing officers of every description, shall, respec=: 


| tively, give bonds to. the United States, in such 


form, and for such amounts, as shall be directed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the President, with sureties to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury;: 
and shall, from time to time, renew, strengthen, 
and increase their official’ bonds, as the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with the consent of the Président, : 
may direct; any law relating to the official bonds of‘ 


|. any of ‘the ‘said ‘officers to the contrary notwith- 


standing. es 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shalt: 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, ‘at as: 
early a day as possible after ‘the' passage of this act,’ 
to require fromthe several ‘depositaries hereby con- 
stituted, and’ whose official bonds até not herein be- 
fore provided for; to execute new bonds, suitable in 
their terms to meet the additional duties: and ‘ré-' 
sponsibilities imposed upon them respectively” by’ 
this act, and with sureties, and in sums such'as- 
shall seem reasonable and safe to the Secretary of” 
the Treasury, and from time to time to require: 
such bonds to be renewed and increased in amount 
and strengthened by new sureties, to meet any in-' 
creasing responsibilily which may grow out of ac-: 
cumulations of money in’ the hands of the deposi- 
tary, or oat of any other duty or responsibility 
arising under this or any other act. i 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the col- 
lectors and receivers of public money of every de-' 
scription within the District of Columbia shall pay 
over to the Treasurer of the United States weekly, 
or oftener, as the Secretary: of the Treasiry may 
direct; and that. the:collectors of the customs and 
receivers of public money in Philadélphia and New 
Orleans ‘shall pay over to the ‘Treasurers of the 
Mints in their respective cities, daily, all the public 
money collected or received ‘by them. “00.0: 
Sec. 9: And be it further enacted, ‘Fhat all bonds 
for duties taken at the custom-houses in Philadel- 


-phia and New Orleans shall. be transferred by the 


collectors of these ports respectively, at the end of 
every week, tothe Treasurer. of the Mint in each 
of the said places, for safe-keeping and collection. 

Src. 10. And beit further enacted, That no. part 
of the public money shall be hereafter retained by 
any receiver or collector for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of his office, or of paying the com- 
pensation of himself and his officers, debenture cer- 
tificates, or for any other purpose; but that the 
moneys shall be placed to the credit of the Frea- 
surer of the United. States -by the officer receiving 
the same, ortransferred to the depositaries as pro- 
vided by this act; and all payments as aforesaid 
shall be made by warrant, as in other cases, and 
shall be paid out of any unappropriated money in 
the Treasury. aa tira, 28 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, ‘That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
transfer the money in the hands: of any depositary 
constituted by this act toany-other depositary au- 
thorized by.the same, at-his discretion, aùd-as the 
safety of the public money and the:convenience of 
the public service shall seem:to him-to require; and 
for the purpose of paymentson public account to 
draw upon any of the said depositaries ashe may 
think most conducive'to-the’ public interest or to 
the public creditors;-or: both: = i 

SEC. 12. And be it furthêr enacted; That the mo-- 
ney in the custody of any’ of the:depositaries:coùstis 
tuted by this -act, shall be'considered and held as- 
deposiied ‘to: the -eredit:.of the Treasurer. of: the 
United States, and shall-be; at. all times, Stibject: to 
his draft, whether madé-for transfer or disburse-: 
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“ment; 


“ender. this: act. 


nent; and each depositary shall make: returns: to 
thée-Treastry Department of all ‘money received 
and paid-by him, at such times, and in-such: form, 
as shall’be directed by the-Secretary of the. Trea- 


‘Sec. 13. Andhe itfurther enacted, That whenever 
public. money shall accumulate in the hands of any 
depositary constituted by this act, other than the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
‘Mint of the United. States, the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Orleans, and. the public re- 
ceivers, to an amuunt beyond that secured by the 
bond of: the officer, or which the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall,for any cause, consider unsafe, and 
it'shall not be desirable to: transfer the money so 
accumulated to any other depositary, it shall be 
lawful for the said Secretary to direct the said mo- 
ney, or any portion thereof, to be specially depo- 
sited in such: bank of the State, or ‘Territory, 
wherein the depositary-who is to make the depo- 
site is located, as he, the said Secretary, shall se- 
lect: Provided, The bank so selected will agree to 


- receive and keep the money deposited with it upon 


the terms and conditions prescribed in the next 
section of thisact. é 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the spe- 
cial deposites of the public money authorized by the 
last preceding section of this act to be made in 
banks, shall be made upon. the following terms and 
conditions: Ei a a ; 

First. All such deposites shall he strictly special 
deposiies; and the banks holding them shall be pro- 
hibited, in the most effectual manner, from making 
any use of he moneys deposited, by way of loans, 
discounts, or in any other manner, or for any other 
purpose whatsoever; and to secure the fulfilment 
of this condition, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the banks 
selected as deposite banks with safes for the keep- 
ing of the public moneys exclusively, and under the 
joint control of the bank and some officer of the Go- 
vernment to whom this duty may be assigned by 
the. Secretary of the Treasury, or to adopt such 
other guards.as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but goldor silver, or such Trea- 
sury notes, crother evidences of debt, issued under 
the authority of the United States, as may be di- 
rected by law to be received in payment of the 
publie dues, shall be offered for deposite, or receiv- 
ed by the bank as a deposite, under the provisions 
of this act. : 

“Third. All deposites shall be passed, upon the 
books of the bank, to the credit of the depositary 
making the same; but no money deposited in pur- 
suance of this.act shall be withdrawn without the 
express order of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
no drafts of the Treasurer of the United States, or 
‘orders or warrants of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for. ordinary transfer or disbursement, shall 
be made upon any bank selected as a deposite bank 


Fourth. A commission, sach as shall be agreed 
upon between the Seeretary of the Treasury and 
the bank, not in any case to exceed one-eighth of 
one per centum upon the money deposited with it, 
shall beallowed and paid by the United States, in 
full satisfaction. of all claims on the part of the 
bank for trouble and: risk growing out of the re- 
ceipt, safe keeping, and return of the special depo- 
siles herein authorized to be made, and all accounts 
for: commissions shall be audited and paid at the 
Treasury of the United States. oe 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in case 
no bank within the State or Territory wherein the 
depositary, directed to make deposites, is located, 
will consent tò receive the moneys of the Govern- 
ment: upon special deposite, aceording to the fore- 
going conditions and regulations, then it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer 
the same'to the office of the Treasurer of the United 
States, to the Mint, or Branch Mints, or to the of- 
fices of either of the public receivers, as shall be 
most convenient tò. the depositary, or for. the dis- 
bursement of the public money. 

Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the 'Treasery shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized. to cause examinations to be made of 
the books accounts, and money. on hand, of each 
of the depositaries constituted. by this act; and to 
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direct the district attorney .or marshal residing 
within the district to make said examinations; and 
in all cases where the sum on hand usually ex- 


bond, said examinations shall not be made -ess fre- 
quently than once in each year, and as much more 
frequently, in those and all other cases, as the Se- 
cretary or either House of Congress. shall direct. 
The agents directed to makè these examinationsshall 
be instructed to examine as well the books, accounts, 
and returns of the officer, as the money on hand, 
and the manner of its being kept, to the end that 
uniformity and accuracy in the accounts, as well 
as safety’ of the public money, may be.secured 
thereby. i f 2 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the examinations provided for inthe last 
preceding section, and asa further guard over the 
public moneys, it shall be the duty of each collec- 
tor, naval officer, and surveyor, as a check upon 
the public receiver at Boston, New York, and 
Charleston of their respective districts; of each 
naval officerand surveyor as a check upon the 


tricts where he is entrusted with the public money; 
of each register of a land office, as a check upon 
the receiver of his land office or the public receiver; 
and of the director and superintendent of each 
mint and branch mint when separate offices, as a 
check upon the treasurers, respectively, of the 
said mints, or the persons acting as such, at the 
close of each quarter of the year, and as much 
more frequently as they shall be directed by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to do so, to examine the 
books, accounts, returns, and, money on hand, of 
the public receivers, collectors, receivers of land of- 
fices, treasurers, and persons acting as such, and 
to make a full, accurate, and faithful return to 
the ‘Treasury Department ef their condition. 


cretary of the Treasury shall, as soon as the con- 
venience of the public business, and the safety of 
the public funds will permit, withdraw the ba- 
lances remaining with the present depositaries of 
the public money, and confine the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement. of the same to the de- 
positaries established by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
cers charged by this act with. the safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursementof the public money, 


each sum received, and of the kind of money in 
which it is received, and of each payment or trans- 
fer, and of the kind of currency in which it is made; 
and that if any one of’. the said officers shall con- 
vert to his own use, in any way whatever, or shail 
use by way of investment in any kind of property 
or merchandise, or shall loan, with or without in- 
terest, any portion of the public money intrusted to 
him for safe keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for 
any other purpose, every such act shall be deemed 
and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of 
the said money as shall be thus taken, converied, 
invested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a felony, and any officer or person convicted 
thereof, before any court of the United Siates of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to impri- 
sonment for a term of not less than two nor more 
than five years, and to afineequal to the amount of 
the money embezzled. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, in the year 
“one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, the 
resolution of Congress of the thirtieth day of April, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen, so far as it authorizes the receipt of the notes 
of specie-paying banks in payment of duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money, 
accruing or becoming payable to the United States, 
shall be so modified as that one-sixth part of all 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and 
sums of money accruing or becoming due. to tlie 
United States, shall be collected in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States; and from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, in each of the years 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty; one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, one thousand eight. 
hundred and: forty-two, and. pne thousand eight 


ceeds three-fourths of the amount of the officer’s, 


collectors of the customs, of their respective dis- < 


Sec. 18. And be it farther enacted, That the Se- 


are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
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hundred and forty-three, respectively, an additional 
sixth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of public 
lands, debts, and stms of money, shall be so eok 
lected; and that from and after the thirty-first day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-three, all sums accruing, or becoming 
payable to the United States, for duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, or other debts, and also all sums 
due for postages, or otherwise, to the General Post 
Office Department, shall be paid in gold and silver 
only, or in Treasury notes, or other evidences of 
debt, issued under the authority of the United 
States, as may be directed to be received by law in 
payment of the public dues. ' 

Sec. 21. And beit further enacted, That, from 
and after the thirty-first day of December, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
every officer or agent engaged in making disburse- 
ments on account ef the United States, or of the 
General Post Office, shall make all payments in 
gold and silver coin only, or in Treasury notes, 
or other evidences of debt, issued under the autho- 
rity of the United States, as may be directed to be 
received by law; and any receiving or disbursing 
officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evade, or vio- 
late, the provisions of this and the last preceding 
section of this act, shall be dismissed the service, 
and shall forfeit all compensation then due to him. 

Suc. 22. And be it further enacted, That it shail 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue and publish regulations to enforce the speedy 
presentation of all Government drafts for payment 


| al the place where payable, and to prescribe the 


time, according to the different distances of the de- 
positaries from the seat of Government, within 
which all drafts upon them, respectively, shall be 
presented for payment; and, in default of such pre- 
sentation, to direct any other mode, and place of 
payment which be may deem proper. 

Suc. 23. And be it further enacted, That the pub- 
lis receivers directed by this act to be appointed, 
shall receive, respectively, the following salaries, 
per annum, to be paid quarter yearly, at the Trea- 
sury of the United States, to wit: the public receiver 
at New York shall be paid a salary of four thousand 
dollars per annum; the public receiver at Boston 
shall be paid a salary of three thousand dollars 
per annum; the public’ receiver at Charleston shall 
be paid a salary of three thousand dollars per an- 
num, and the public receiver at St. Louis shall 
be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars perannum; and neither of said officers shall 
be permitted to charge any person having business 
with his office, or receive from him any commis- 
sion, pay, or perquisite, for any official service, of 
any character or description whatsoever; such 
charge or receipt being hereby declared to be a 
misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted there- 
of, before any court of the United States of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, shall be subject to punishment by 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of 
the court before which the offence shall be tried. 

Sec. 24, And be it further enacted, That. until 
the offices, vaults, and safes are constructed in the 
Treasury building at Washington, and in the cus- 
tom-houses at Koston and New York, for the safe- 
keeping of the public archives and the public mo- 
ney, which buildings are now in the progress of con- 
struction, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to contract with any bank, corporation, 
or individual, for the use of a vault and safe for 
the safe-keeping of the pablic money at each of 
the places aforesaid: Provided, That secure arrange- ` 
ments cannot be made in the office of the Treasurer 
and in the custom-houses at Boston and New 
York for the safe-keeping of the public money. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
provide at every custom-house and land office ` 
where they may be required, and are are not al- 
ready provided with them, sufficient and secure 
safes or fire-proof vaults aud safes as he may deem 
expedient, for the preservation of the pablic 

rehives and the safe-keeping of the public money, 
and that. the sum.of ten thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated out of any unap- 
propriated monéy in the Treasury, to defray any 
expenses in constructing or procuring the same 
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. tants in discharging the duties of the seven special 
depositariés established by this act, the Secretary of 
Treasury is hereby authorized to: appoint two 
clerks for the office of the Treasurer at Washing- 
:ton, two for the office of the Public Receiver at 
~ New York, and. one for each of the depositaries at 
"Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston, New Orleans, 
and St, Louis, at salaries not exceeding two thou 
sand dollars per annum, payable quarterly. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, Thatall acts 
or parts of acts, which come in conflict with the 
provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby 
repealed. : 

Mr. SERGEANT said he deemed it proper to 
state that, on agreeing to this report, there was a 
division in the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the minority would probably present their views in 
a counter report; but this had been readso recently, 
that there had not been sutficient time as yet to 
prepare a response to it. It was, however, under- 
Stood that the minority would make a counter re- 
port, and bring it in as soon as possible. 

_Mr. SERGEANT reported a bill for the relief 
of Robinson and Co. in behalf of the Newcastle 
and Frenchtown Turnpike Company. 

Mr. HAYNES made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Joseph W. Page. 

Mr. RENCITER reported a bill for the relief of 
John P. Rogers. 

Mr. McKIM made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Asa Armington. 

Mr. ATHERTON reported a proposed amend- 
ment to the bill for the adjustment of the accounts 
of certain public officers, which was committed to 
the same Committee of the Whole which had 
charge of the bill. 

Mr. POPE reported Senate bill making appro- 


priatioas to complete certain military roads in the | 


State of Arkansas, with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. : 
COMMERCE. ` 

Mr. PHILLIPS reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of the owners of the brig 
Despatch and cargo. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported a. bill to grant additional 
compensation to the assistant surveyors of public 
Jands in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. HARRISON reported a bill for the relief of 
Enoch Watson. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reporied a bill to authorize the 
sale of the public lands in half of quarter and 
quarter sections. 

Mr. YELL reported a bill granting the right of 
pre-emption to the commissioners of Paulding 
county, in Ohio, for a site for the public buildings 
of said county. ' 

Also, a bill for the relief of James L. Corkeran, of 
Arkansas. 

Mr. Y. moved that the Committee on the Public 
Lands be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petitions of James §. Stokes and Henry Sto- 
tri, and. the same were referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

PEST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY reported Senate bill for 
the relief of the steamboat company of Nantucket, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill providing for a 
free bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Poto- 
mac river, in the city of Washington. 
~ Mr. J. also made a report on the report of the 
corporation of Alexandria, on destroying the due 
pills of that corporation, which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. J. also reported an amendment to the rales 
giving the District Attorney of the District of Co- 
lambia access to the privileged seats of the Hall 
of the House, and moved that it be considered 
now, but it was objected to, and the motion lies 
over. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. A 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Dr. Absalom Baird, 
; sed. 
ra CRAIG reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan Peters 
and William Adam, deceased. 


_- FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 0O 
Mr. DROMGOOLE reported ‘a bill for the relief 
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of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, de- 


ceased, late Consul at L’Orient.~ , 

Mr. CUSHING reported a bill for the relief of 
John A. Smith. i l 

Also, a bill for the relief of “the legal representa- 
tives of Charles S. Walsh. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Alleghany, and their legal representatives,- 

: NEUTRALITY BILL, 

Mr. HOWARD reported the bill, as amended by 
the Senate, in relation to the laws of neutrality, 
„With a recommendation that all the amendments be 
concurred in, except the third, which they recom- 


t mended be disagreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the amendment 
limiting the operation of the bill to “two” years, 
by substituting “four; which, after a few remarks 
from Mr. A. and Messrs. MASON of Ohio, HOW- 
ARD, and TILLINGHAST, was disagreed to. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio then moved tostrike out the 
words “ and no longer,” and insert the words and 
until the end of the then next session of Congress;” 
which amendment was disagreed to. 

The amendmencof the Senate was then agreed to. 

The third and last amendment was then taken 
up, the object of which was to prevent the lade of 
arms by land between this and conterminons coun- 
tries; and, after a few words by Messrs, PATTON 
and CUSHING, the amendment was disagreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Several. bills from the Senate were read a first 
and second time, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees, 


The bill giving the assent of Congress to an | 


amendatory act o! the General’ Assembly of the 
State of Virginia, incorporating the Falmouth and 
Alexandria Railroad Company, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the follow- 
ing communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy a report of 
the estimates of the cost of the proposed improve- 
ments of the navy yard at Pensacola; and also of 
the expense of constructing the marine barracks at 
Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr, INGHAM, referred to the 

_ Committee on Naval Affairs, 

2 From the Secretary of War, a report in rela- 
tion to the defences of the Atlantic seaboard, on 
the North and Eastern fronter of the United States, 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILD. 

On motion of CAMBRELIENG, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state ofthe Union, Mr. Casey in the Chair, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the “bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government, for the year 1838.” 

The several clause’ having been gone through, 
and some additional items agreed to, on motion of 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. C. moved an additional clause of $4,694,000 
for the service of the Post Office Department for 
the year 1838. f 

Mr. BELL objected to this amendment, on the 
‘ground of its nel being sufficiently specific, He 
contended that the appropriations for this Depart- 
ment ought to be as specific as appropriations for 
any of the other Departmenis. 

Mr. ADAMS concurred with the gentleman from 
Tennessee. He was surprised to see such an 
amendment as this introduced to an appropriation 
bill. You might as well make an approprtation 
of $4,694,000 for the expenses. of the Post Ofice 
Department, as to introduce such specifications as 
those contained in the amendment of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. You 
might as well make this whole bill consist of bat 
two lines, making an appropriation of twenty cr 
thirty millions of dollars for the public service, as 
to introduce such an amendment as this. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the opinions ex- 
pressed by the gentlemen from Massachusetts and 
‘Tennessee were precisely the opinions of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and if the gentleman 


from Massachusetts had. had his accustomed memos 


. ry on this occasion, he would have recollected that 


this very appropriation, in its present form, was 
voted for at the last session by himself. The Post 


Office Department had. remained unregulated. for - 
forty years by Congress, and it was-not.until last 


year that it was required that the moneys arising 
from postages had been placed inthe Treasury, 
and in consequence of this it became necessary that 
this appropriation should be. madè, so that the Post- 
master General shali be enabled-to carry.on the 


. business of that office. . Mr. C. concluded. by mov- 


ing an amendment to the amendment of the com- 
mittee making.the appropriation specific. 

Mr. CONNOR replied to the remarks ef the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, showing the great 
difficulty of making specifications with regard to 


‘the appropriations for the service of the department, 


like those of. the other departments of the Govern- 
ment, going’ into particulars to illustrate his views. 

Mr. ADAMS briefly replied to the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. CAMBRELENG,) expressing 
himself as satisfied with the amendment last offered 
by the gentleman for the present; but he hoped, that 
hereafter this appropriation “might be made still 
more specific. : 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana was happy that 


‘the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, and 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, had drawn the 
amendment. pending from the chairman of. the 
Committee of Ways and Means, He* thought if 
there was any appropriation which should be spe- 
cilic, this appropriation ought to be, because, in his 
opinion, the Postmaster General had too extensive 
powers vested in him. . Mr. G. addressed the 
Tfouse at some length, referring to the course of 
that department in a variety of cases, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that the estimates 
for this branch of the public service had been 
made as specific as it was possible to make them, 
considering the nature of that service, where 
changes were constantly taking place in the mode 
of carrying the mail, in putting on new routes, &c. 
Mr. M. then enumerated the items as follows: 
Transportation of the mails | - ~ $3,400,000 


Compensation of postmasters - ` = 935,000 
Ship, steamboat, and way letters - 31,000 
Wrapping paper - - - 20,000 
Office furniture ` cae - 6,000 
Advertising -~ - = - _ 25,000 
Mail. bags ~ - - 40,000 
Blanks =. Sac E -* 36,000 
Mait locks and keys and stamps - 9,000 
Mail depredations and special agents - 12,000 
Clerks for offices = - - 140,000 
Miscellaneous - ~ = 40,000 

$4,694,000 


In reference to the present head- of that Depart- 
ment, Mr. M. said it would be impossible to find 
any man, of any party, who could conduct: the 
affairs of that laborious and important office with 
more diligence, fidelity, or ‘ability, than did the 
present Postmaster General. : : 

Mr. McKAY referred. to the Postmaster Gene- 
rals report, showing that therein every item of 
estimate was specifically set. forth. 

Mr. REED complained of the large amount 
paid to newspapers for advertising, and of the 
omnipotence of the Postmaster’ General in adver- 
Using in what papers he thinks fit, and of paying 
therefor what he pleases. Some country papers, he 
said, received as much for advertising, as half the 
value of the papers themselves.. “He wished this 
matter regulated, and to have some report on the 
subject; and he asked the chairman of the Post 
Office committee for information. on these topics. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY presumed the gentleman 
could get all the information he desired by a call 
on the department. ` : 

Mr. REED said he had made repeated calls 
publicly and privately, without effect, j 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied, that a response 
to the gentleman’s -eall would have been. made 
earlier, but for. the illness of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral, and that a general answer would. be given to 
all the calls upon him, as soon as practicable, in- 
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cluding: several made by the committed of which 
Mt. M. was chairman. - PES 

„The amendment was then agreed to, and the 
clause as amended was also agreed to: = = ; 

Mr: CAMBRELENG moved an additional 
item for reprinting the annual accounts of the. ex- 
penditures, &c. $9,000, and -put in a letter from 
Mr. Smith,. the Register, and an estimate from Mr. 
Nourse, from which it appeared that only one copy 
of that valuable and important document now ex- 
isted. 

After a few words from. Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG and ADAMS, it was disagreed to. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. moved an item of $2000 
for repairing the Marine Hospital at’ Charleston; 
which was agreed to. < 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional sec- 
tion, authorizing the same compensation to be 
given to the custom-house officers for 1838, accord- 
ing to the importations of their respective ports, as 
they would have received if the Compromise act 
had not passed, limiting its operation to the passage 
of a bill now before the EIouse. 

After a few words from Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG, REED, BELL, CUSHMAN, and PHIL- 
LIPS, as to whether the bill regulating the pay and 
duties of custom-house officers would pass, Mr. 
Camprevene believing it would not, the other gen- 
tlemen expressing a hope and a belief that it would, 

` On motion of Mr. REED, 

The committee rose and reported, without taking 
the question: : ; 

‘ On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,. 

The amendments were all ordered to be 
and then, 

On motion, 

Tne House adjourned. 


printed; 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March 6, 1838, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the Milwaukee and 
Rock river canal company, and remarked that previous to his 
moving its, a 1eference to the appropriate committee, as the pe- 
tition was of considerable importance to the public, and the pe- 
titioners, he begged leave to give a short statement of its con- 
tents. 

_ The petitioners say that the Legislative Assembly: of Wiscon- 
sin Territory have incorporated a company for the purpose of 
constructing a canal from Lake Michigan, at Milwaukie, to 
Rock river, whereby a navigable communication will be 
effected between the lakes and the Mississippi, The charter 
empowers the Company to ask of the General Government, on 
behalCof the Territory, such aid as may he deemed proper and 
expedient, and provides that whatever aid shall beso granted, 
may accrue to the benefit of the State after its organization. It 
also provides that the said State, at any time after its organiza- 
tion, without any other limitation of time than its own plea- 
sure, may take possession of the works constructed by the come 
pany, including the canal and all its appendent privileges, b 
refunding the amount, and interest, by them expended in suc 
egnstruction, aside from any appropriation which may be made 
by the Government; thus securing to. the State all the benefits 
arising from such appropriation, as effectually as ifmade to the 
State after its organization. 

The memorial now presented, comes from the company thus 
incorporated, and asks for an appropriation in lands similar to 
the grants made to the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, to 
aid in their respective works which pass through the public 
lands, to be placed at the disposal of the Territorial Legisla- 
ure, and the proceeds to he applied to the construction of the 
canal. 

The memorialists further say that the canal line from Mil- 
waukie to Rock river, lies entirely within lands owned by the 
Government, with the exception of from two to three miles at 
the eastern termination at Milwaukie; and should Congress con- 
sider this work of sufficient importance and public utility to 
justify such a grant in its aid as is ‘solicited, it will be apparent 
that, ‘in order to secure the full benefit of the grant, both as re- 
gards the Government in the sale of the alternate sections, and 
as regards the Territory in the value of the grant, and the execu- 
tion of the work,.it should be made before a sale of the public 
lands through which it passesshall take place. ip 

The memorial presents a brief view and description of the 
eountry, and of the objects of general interest to be promoted by 
the proposed work. The memorialists may be regarded in the 
light ofan agency of the future State of Wisconsin, rather than 
a eompany possessing valuable and. permanent privileges, 
which might secure to them the control of the transit com- 
merce, and the manufacturing power created by, and connected 
with the canal. Their agency is of sucha nature, as to promote 
the public interést'by the early completion of the canal, and to 
cease’ ‘whenever’ the political organization of the local Govere- 
ment wil] admit, and the pubtic interest demand. 

Fhe memorialists say that it cannot be doubted but that the 
contemplated canalis a work of very high importance gene- 
rally, as well aslocally, Linotanly ormsa connection betwee 
the Mississippi and the Lakes, at important points, but opens 
thé lead mine yegion tog direet communication with the Lakes; 
thus giving additional value to that important branch of the 
domestic production of the country, by giving to it, not only a 
choice of market, but free access to all the markets of the 
country." : > E 

The memorialista further say, that the connection here can-be 
effecied in less time, and at Jess expense, than at either of the- 
great points in Ohio, Indiana, and Minois; and by it, equally im- 
portant objects effected. “The length of the canal is 52 miles, 
the'amount of lockage 380 feet; and the line in general is repre; 


` gented to. be of thé most favorable character. 
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expense, by.an experienced engineer, of well-established repu- 
lation, varies a fraction from $800,000. 

The memorialists say, that considering the feasibility of the 
work, and the important objects io be attained by it; considering 
the state of the country, its rapid settlements, its valuable pro- 
ductions, and its want of facilities for internal trade and inter- 
course, a reasonable hope is indulged that. Congress will give 
the subject that attention to which it is entitled by its merits, 
and their favorable actiou upon the memorial of the company, 
by granting said alternate sections of the public lands, as was 
granted to Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. - . 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Hannah Smith, pray- 
ing compensation for a horse lost during the Florida wai: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. ou 

Mr. W. likewise presented the petition of William Weede- 
man, which, upon his motion, was referred to the same com- 
mittee, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose to present to the Senate a 
joint resolution of the Generai Assembly of the State of India- 
ha, instructing her Senators, and requesting her Representa- 
tives, to use their best endeavors to procure the passage of a 
law providing that notes of all the State banks that may redeem 
their notes in specie, on demand, shall be received in payment 
for the public lands. Mr. S, said he was very happy to find 
that his colleague and himself were not mistaken in supposing, 
at the extra session, that such was the opinion of their State. 
He fully concurred with the Legislature on this particular 
point. He had ålreañy given his views at large on the whole 
subject, and he would not detain the Senate at this time further 
than to.say that it would afford him great pleasure to act in obe. 
dience to the instructions, in aid of the object of the resolution. 
The resolution spoke of public lands alone. He went the whole. 
He would apply its principles to all Government dues, as em- 
braced by the amendment of the Senator fram Virginia to the 
Sub-Treasury bull, and he would, as he had before stated, go 
for that arnendmentas the only probable plan to carry into ef- 
fect the principle, at present submitted, or likely to be submit- 
ted to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. S. the reolution wes laid upon the table, 
and azdered to be printed, 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee en the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the Secretary of State to dispense 
with so much of the duties of that oflice as required the Jaws of 
Congress ‘to be recorded in books prepared for that purpose- 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, report- 
ed bills for the reliefof Capt. William Wiliams, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. John Cropper, ac- 
companied by a report; which was also ordered to be printed. 

Mr, CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which has been referred the bill to prevent dueling in’ the 
District of Columbia, reported the same with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. C. moved to make the bill the special order of the dey 
for Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama objected that it should be made the 
special order o thatday. There were other matters of im- 
portance which he thought should claim precedence. He felt 
no disposition to give the bill the go-by, but. was averse to 
yielding it a preference over matters in which his constituents 
were interested. : 

Mr. CLAYTON replied, that he had been instructed by the 
committee te make it the order of the day for Monday next. 
There were other subjects which had been made the special or- 
der of the day for that time, and he presumed no difficulty 
would grow out of it, as (he subjects having precedence would 
of necessity be taken up. 

Mr, KING was also of opinion that no difficulty or delay 
to oiher business would grow out of making it the special 
order, 

The bill was then made the special order of the day for 
Monday next. : 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee ov the Public Lands, 


reported a bill to create a new land district in the State of 
Mississippi; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of the citizons of 
Missouri, in relation to an academy of science in St, Louis; 
which was eoncurred in, 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, moved to 
be diseharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Joseph Fletcher, andthat he have leave to withdraw his papers. 

Also, to be discharged frem the further consideration of the 
petition of Elias Davis, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, from the further consideration of the petition of Wil- 
liam Eaton. 

Which were severally concurred in. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury and the Post- 
master General be instructed to communicate to the Senate 
any correspondence between their respective denartments and 
the Metropolis hank in this city, and any faets in their posses- 
sion, touching the conduct of said bank as a depository and 
fiscal avent, and particularly in yelation-to the conduct of said 
bank, if such has been the fact, in attempting to retain public 
moneys deposited with itin satisfaction of pretended claims, 
which had not been approved and allowed by any competent 
authority, 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested that it take the usual course, and 
Jie over one day, to which Mr. Nu.es assented. 

Mr. NICHOLAS sutinitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adooted: © =~ ; 

Resolved, That. the Committee cn Commerce he i 
to inquere into the expediency of making and approp: 


priation for 
the erection of a light-house at the southwest pass of the Mis- 
sissippi river. z 

The following bills were severally real a third time and 


passed: 
A biil for the reliefof Peter Bary and fore 
A Dill creating an additional land office in Mic 


Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the salary of $2,000, as 
created by the bil, and insert $1,200. _On this motion some 
debate insved, in which Messrs. WALKER, YOUNG, ROBIN- 
SON, and CLAY of Alabama, severally advocated the sum 
originally proposed, _ On this question the yeas and. nays were 


The estimated | 


| demanded; when there appeared for the motion 20, against it 


18, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Knight, Lumpkin; Merrick, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Swift of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, “Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tipton, Webster, and White—20. S 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Trotter; Walker, Wall, Wright and Young— 
18. z 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he thought it better that the bill 
be laid on the table for the present, and made a motion to that 
efect, 

On this motion, Mr. WALKER asked for the ayes and noes, 
when there appeared, for the motion 29, against it 15, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Se: 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and 
Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messys. Allen, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Linn, Lyon, Miouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Troiter, Walker, Wall, and Young—15. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken up, when 

Mr. NORVELL rose and addressed the Senate for upwards 
oftwo hours in favor of the bill. When Mr. Norverr conclud- 
ed there were cries of “question!” “question!” 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the Senate was not full enough at 
that time to take the question on so important a matter; he 
woul: therefore move to postpone the further consideration of 
the bil] until to-morrow. 

Mr. WRIGHT said as there were other gentlemen that in- 
tended to address the Senate in favor of the substitute offered 
by the Senator from Virginia, he would not object to its being 
passed over infor’ or the ent. 

Mr. BUCUIA said he had been waiting for some time 
fora proper period to move (in obedience to the instructions 
from the Legislature of his State.) to postpone the bill und] the 
next session of Congress. Mr. B. thought the present occasion 
would afford the best opportunity for doing so, though his col- 
league was of opinion that the time had arrived several days 
ago. Mr. B. said he should now move that the bill be post- 
poned accordingly, on which motion he should ask the yeas 
andnays, with the understanding that the question be taken 
prior to the vote on the Substitute. 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

The bill from the House of Representatives giving the assent 
of Congress to the act of the Legislature of Virginia to amend 
the act incorporating the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad 
Company, was twice read and referred. 

Mr, WALKER then moved to take up the bill to create a 
surveyor general’s office in Ilinois. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the motion, intimating hig 
intention, when prepared, to oppose the bill. There was, he 
said, a constant tending to an Increase of Executive patronage 
idan offices, land surveyors, etc. which it was high time ta 
check. 

The ques on was taken on Mr. Cray’s motion, and carried 
—oyes 20. ; r 

The bill to amend the judicial system of the United States 
was taken up and discussed at some length, and finally, on mo- 


tion of Mr. WEBSTER, laid on the table. 


NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The Neutrality bi 1 was then taken up; when 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that since the fronticr Neutrality bill 
came into the Senate, with the disagreement of the Honse to its 
third amendment, he had had a conversation with all the mem, 
bers of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and they were of 
opinton that this amendment contained a principle of such im: 
portance that it ought to be insisted on. We would therefore 
move that the hill be taken up, and that the Senate do insist on 
the amendment, and ask a conference with the House. 

This motion was agreed to. 

The Senate then went into the. consideration of Executive 
business, and soon after adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1838. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to present two memorials from 
certain citizens of Massachusetts 00 the subject of the late duel, 
with a view to refer them to the select committee raised on the 
subject. 

Objection heing made, ` z 

Mr. A. moved a suspension af the rule, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, but the call was refused; and on dividing the 
House twice no quorum voted, when 

Mr. PATTON renewed the call for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and were—yeas 86, nays 55. 

Sə the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CHAMBERS then rose, and said he had a promise to 
redeem by moving that the daily hour of meeting be 10 o’clock, 


a.m, 


` TERRITORIES. 

Mr. BRONSON reported Senate bill, with sundry amend- 
ments, to authorize the President of the United States to cause 
the southern boundary line of the Territory of Wisconsin to be 
designated and marked. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
wale MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of Matthew 
z ; j 


viley. 
Mr. M. also reported 
John Ven Dyke, an: é 
On motion of Mr. MORGAN, 
The Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the petition of Patsy Johnson, and it was referred to the 
Committee ofthe Whole. ` i 
the Committee on Revolutionery Pensions was dis- 
from the petitions of Mary Tlarricon and. Elizabeth 
,and they were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 
Mr. TAYLOR reported a bill granting a pension to Stephen 
Appleby. fo res 
Also, a bil] for. the relief of Dr. Sylvester Nash. 
Mr, ALLEN of Vermont, reported a bill for the relief of Levi 
Eolimans: © : ; 
Also, a bill: forthe relief of Simeon Knight. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mx, McCLELLAN reported a bill for the relief of Cofin 
Sanborn. g : 

Mr. PLUMER reported a bill for the relief of William Sione. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott: : 

Mr, MALLORY reported a bill for the reliefof Moses Eldred. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William R. Inglis. r 

: PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. ; 

Mr. LINCOLN reported.a joint resolation authorizing the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to cause the removal of the 
walls of the late Post Office building; which, on his motion, 
was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading to-day, and, ata 
subsequent stage, read a third time and passed. ` 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. BELL reported back the billto secure the froedom of 
elections, stating that it had been soamended as to strike out 
a part of the preamble. 

WAYS AND MEANS, . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that that committee be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of a communication from the 
War Department, asking for two additional clerks, and that the 
same he referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. C. also moved a discharge from a similar communica- 
tion from the Navy Department, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 


A Message was received from the Senate, stating that that- 


body insisted on their third amendment disagreed to by the 
House, and asked a committee of conference on the disagreeing 
vote of the two Houses. . 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the House insist on its disagree- 
ment, and appoint a committee of three on its partto meet the 
committee appointed on the part of the Senate; which was 
agreed to, 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bih forthe relicf of 
the securities of H. H. B. Ways, kue psstmaster’ at Claiborne, 
Alabama. 


fate) ERCE, 

Mr. CURTIS reported a resolution directing. in addition to 
the one thousand extra copies already ordered, 3,000 additional 
copies of the chartand report of Cape Uod and Provincetown 
harbors, 200 of which ave to be deposited at the Navy Depart- 
ment for its use, and 200 in the library of Congress for safe- 
keeping, which was considered and agreed to. 

JIVUDICTARY. 

Mr. CORWIN reported Senate bill, with amendments, to 
change the times of holding the circuit courts of the United 
States in the seventh circuit; which was ordered to a third read- 
ing, and subsequently read a third time and passed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill'to extend the time for selling 
the lands granted. to the Deaf and Dumb Assylum of Ken: 
tueky, fto tworyears further,] which was ordered toa third read- 
ing, and read the third time and passed. . 

Mr, CHEATHAM reported a bill for the relief of Paul Pois- 
sot. Also, a bill for the relief of J. Eloi Rachal, 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Stoker, Wiliam G. Belknap, and Benjamin Walker. 

AGRICULTURE, 

Mr RANDOLPH reported a bill in addition to the act. to pro- 
mote the progress of the useful arts, and for other purposes, 
approved July 4, 1836. ; 

On motion of Mr. R. 5,000 extra copies of the report and do- 
cumenta accompanying the bill were ordered to be printed, 

PORT OF BALTIMORE. ` 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked leave to take ap and consider the 
“hill to continue in force an act, therein mentioned, relating to 
the port of Baltimore,” explaining that the act expired on the 
4th of March; which was agrecd to, and the House weut into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
LINCOLN in the Chair, and took up said bill. i 

Mr. ©. briefly explamed the object of the bill, and of the ori- 
ginal bills of 1791, 1800, 1814, 1822, and 1828, of which this was 
a coninuation for five year g LN 

Mr, REED opposed the bill, as involviog the principle of 
levying special duties. foy individual cites, aod if the harbor 
wanted improvement, let it be done by direct appiopriaion, 
and not coerce the city of Baltimore to Jevy extra dunes upon 
its tonnage for that purpose, 

Mr. HOWARD imade his acknowledgments to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts for his concern forthe imerests of Baki- 
more, but he gave the gentleman his assurance that tae passage 
of this bill was desired by that city, and both himsell and his 
honorable colleague had received sundry letters from the 
Mayor and others: of Baltimore to that ¢ showing it was 
the general desire of (he community. 

On motion of Mr. H. the committee then rose and r 
the bill to the House, and it was read a tbird time and ji 

CIS, LIST BILL. 

On moiion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then resolved 
itself into a Comurittee of the Whole on the suue of the Union, 
Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
“pil making appropriations for the civil avd diplomatic ex- 
penses of Government for the year 1538.” 

The question pending was on the following amendment, to 
come in asan additional section, submitted yesterday by Mr. 
CAMBRELENG: 7 7 

Sro. 2, And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to the 
collectors, deputy collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and their 
respective Clerks, together with the weighers, gatgers, mea- 
surers, and markers, of the several pors of the United States, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, such sums as will give to the said officers, respectively, 
the same compensation in the year one thousand cight hon- 
dred and thirty-eight, according to the importations of that 
year, as they would have been entitled to receive, if the 
act of the fourteenth of Faly, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, had net. gone into effect Provided, That no 
officer shall receive, under this act, a greater aunual salary or 
compensation than was paid to such officer for the year one 

atred and thirty-two: and that in no case 


thousand eight h n 
shall the compensation of any other officers than collec 


uaval officers, surveyors, and clerks, whether by salaries, fe 
or otherwise, exceed the sum of fifteen bundred dollars each 
per annum; nor shall the union of any two or more of those 
Offices in one person, entitle him to receive more than that 
sum perannum: Provided, further, That the said collecters, 
naval officers, and surveyors, shall render an account quarterly 
to the Treasury, and the other officers herein named or ye 


ferred to shall render an account quarterly to the respective 


collectors of the customs were they are employed, to be 
Erwarded to the Treasury, of all the fees and emoluments 
whateverby them respectively received, aud ofall expenses in- 


cidental to the respective offices; which accounts shall be ren» . 


dered on oath or affirmation, and skal] be in such form and sup- 
ported by such proofs, to be prescribed by the Secretary of the 


Treasury, as. will, in his judgment, best enforce the provisions : 


of this section, and show its operation and effect: Provided, 
also, That, in the eventof any act being passed by Congress, 
at the present session, to regulate and fix salaries or compensa- 
tion of the respective officers of the customs, then this section 
shall operate and extend to. the time such act, goes into effect, 
andno longer: Providr:}, however, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to extend to the collectors at such 
other ports where a snyptus of emoluments have been account- 
ed for and paid intothe Treasury in the year eighteen hundred 


and thirty-two, the privilege granted to the collector of New 


York, to take effect froin the first day of January lasi. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the money arising 
from the sale ofthe old furniture in the President's house shall 
be applied tə the purchase of new furniture for the same. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the unexpended 
balances of appropriations for compensation to the clerks in 
the offices of the surveyors general of public jands be, and the 
same archereby, appropriated, in addition to the sums appro- 
priated by this act, for the same purpose. : 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the last proviso of 


the first section of the above amendment. 
Mr. ROBERTSON objected to this amendment, on the 
ground that this was conferring a special favor upon this col- 
ector., Ps 
Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the collectors had here- 
tofore been in the habit of making a distribution ofa certain sur- 
plus fund in their hands, asa partof the salaries of their clerks. 
In the instance which this proviso was intended to remedy, the 
money had been paid into the Treasury; and consequently, it 
was neces in the last appropriation, that this provision 
should be inserted, to erable these clerks to obtain their pay, He 
(he practice was an improper one, and hoped 


himself thought 
the salaries of these clerks would hereafier be paid like the 
salaries of all ather clerks uncer the Government. 

Mr. ROBERTSON thoughi, then, thatthe proper course 
would be for the chairman of the Commitee of Ways and 
Means to bring in a proposition: to regulate the’ pay of these 
officers, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it was unnecessary to in- 
troduce a proposition to regulate the pay of these officers, as 
there was a bill before the Committee on Commerce for this 
very purpose. + 

Mr. REED said he had a few remarks to mako, but there was 
no House here to make them to, 

The CHAIR then appninted tello’s to count the House, when 
it was found that there but seventy two members in their seats: 
no quorum. 

The committee then rose and reported that fret to the House- 

Mr. McKAY then moveda call of the House, which was or- 
dered, and the roll nearly called through ; when, 

On motion of Mr. JOLNSON of Virginia, the call was dis- 
posed with, andthe House again went into Committee of the 

hole. 

The motion to strike out the proviso was then agreed to, 

Mr. REED was opposed to the amendment, beeanve he con- 
sidered that it would operate tothe benefit of the officers at New 
York, and some other of the large ports, and be an jnjary te 
those at other places. 7 

Mr. MALLORY supported the amendment of Mr. CAMERE- 
LONG. and expressed himselfas being opposed to the passage of 
the hill reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

Myr. PETRIKEN considered that there was a great abuse exe 
isting in relation to these custom-house officers, and the abus 
originated in Congress, and not with the Executive. 

During the period of the high tariff system, when perhaps 
they had heavier duties to perform, they got their aumbers m- 
creased, and salaries fixed ata high rate, and have continued to 
enjoy those high salaries ever since, alhough many of them 
performed but litte service to the country. In fact, m some of 
the large cities, some of these offices wera mere sinecures; and 
this ‘he considered was a matter which the House ought to re- 
medy. Inthe city of Philadelphia. rome of these officers re- 
ceive some six or seven thousand doYars a year, and have no- 
thing to do themselves but walk about with their hands in their 
pockets. other persons doing all the work. There was a host of 
these officers throughout the country, and he trusted Congress 
would take np the matter, and act upon it with a view to cor- 
rect the evil existing 

We have heard a great deal about corruption in the Execu- 
tive departments, and all that sort of thing, in this House, bat 
here was achance for gentlemen to cerrect abuses; and he 
hoped they would rove the oppertinity. and walk ap to the 
wark, and correct e ing evils, He would meet gentemen on 
this question, and give them all the aid in his power, if they 
woul! go with him in this matter. The should vote against this 
amentiment, and in so d whe honed he would he enabled to 
vate upon the bill reported by the Committee on Commerce be- 
fore the clese of the present 

Mr. CUSHMAN rented to th 


e remarks mide by the gentle 
man from Virginia, (Mr. MALsory) and stated that the Com- 
mince on Commerce had examined tse subject of the salaries 
of these officers, and he had no coubt that justice would be 
done to them all in this Gif. 


with respect to these officers: He trusted this amendment 
would not prevail. k 

Mr. McKIM expressed his opinion that the bill to regwaie 
the compensation of custora- house officers, or so Fe to 
that effect. should be passed; but, in view of the difficulty that 
had invariably occurred in calling it up, for years past, he 
could barely anticipate it, and it was on that ground that the 
Committee of Ways and Means had reported the amendment 
now nnder consideration. If the amendment wss not concurred 
in. and the bill should not be reached, what would be the effect? 
Woy, that the custom-house officers would be in danger of re- 
ceiving no pay atal. 

Tn reference to what had fallen from the gentlemen from Massa 
chusetts and N, Carolina, he thought they labored under a mis- 


take in saying that many of thé officers received more than they ` ` 
were entiÑed to by Jaw. It could hot possibly be so; ahd ho ~ 
had turned to the “Blue Boek,” which demonstrated no such 


fact; except where the two characters of weigher and gauger ` 


may be united. Buteven then it ‘appeared they received. less 
than they were allowed, for each- was authorized to ‘receive 
#1500, whereas, when the two were united, they only received 
$2,600.. The gentleman from North Carolina was especially 
apprehensive that they did not know what they were about. 
urn to the “Blue Book” and they could see’ the -compensa- 
tion paid to every officer of the Government for years, There 
was no difliculty whatever on that subjèct. 0 A 
Now, with respect to. the amount of compensation proposed 
by this amendment, and that contemplated by'the. bill referred 
to, Mr McK. had given the’subject some consideration, and he 
had no hesitation in ‘expressing: his belief, that the later pro. 
vided a much greater remuneration than the former. . 
The gentlemen from Massachusetts. had ‘also fallen into 
another error. The gentlefhan had stated that the collectors in 
the larger ports, such as New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
&c, reccived, m addition to ther other compensation, a coni- 
mission upon the amount of duties and importations in the 
form ofa certain per centage, thereby augmenting their salaries 
to more than they were entitled to. That was an obvious mis- 
take; for, whatever they received above a certain sum, they 
were bound, by law topay into the Treasury. ` | 
Tor instance, the collector of New York could nót receive more 
than ahout $4,400 per annum, thé ‘one at Philadelphia about 
$4,000 he believed, and the one at Baltimore the same. All 
they derived over that. was paid into'the Treasury; but it was 
within his own knowledge that, for many. years past, the salary 
of the. collector at Baltimore had fallen within the compensa- 
tion allowed to him, He-would venture, unhesitatingly, lo add, 
that none of the. officers of that city had ever received more 
than they ought. If any officer, be he stationed where he might, 
did go, Mr. McKim would be for-instantly having him turned 


out $ 

Mr. PETRIKEN mentioned some cases at Philadelphia, 
where the chief officer hired others 10 do the duty at as cheap a 
rate as possible, while he walked about at his leisure, with his 
hands in his pockets, doing no duty, and drew the whole salary, 
appropriating the difference tó his individual profit, — $ 

Mr. McKIM: did not stand. there as the apologist of any 
officers; and all he would say to the gentleman was, that if they 
were guilty of such tricks in Philadelphia, they were unknown 
in ‘Baltimore. : sea ae S 

In conclusion, though he had affirmed his belief that the 

bill reported by the Committee on Commerce to regulate the 
pay of custoni-house oflicers increased the: salaries, yet he 
wished some measure posod for the permanent regulation of 
the subject, but he saw litle chance of its being reached at the 
present session. | Te hoped it would, for it ought, as all salaries 
should be fixed hy Jaw. i # 
Mr. REED read from the Blue Book an instance of the 
izher and gauger of Boston receiving more than $2,000, and 
said this was one instance of more than $1,500 being received, 
although the gentleman from Maryland had said that these ofti- 
cers could not receive more than ¢1,500, $ 

Mr, MeRIM explained that’ the weigher received by law 
$1,500, and the guager $1,500; and Jf the people of Boston uni- 
ted these offices, he had only to say that they did not do so in 
Baltimore. 

Mr. REED opposed the amendment, because, he contended, 
it would provide for bita few cases, and it would do great in- 
justice to many others, He intended, hereafter, to offer.a reso- 
lution; calling on the Department for information in relaiion to 
these salaries, and then he hoped the House would be enabled 


Ao act upon the subject understandingly. 


Mr. PHILLIPS contended that the whole system wascorrupt, 
dnd needed to be reformed throughout, and he hoped the House 
would take up the subjectand act upon it, and make such re- 
forms as was necessary. . He was opposed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means interfering with this subject. The matter be- 
longed exclosively to the Commitee. on Commerce; that com- 
mitee had paid u great deal of aitention to-it, and he had no 
doubt-but they would do it all the justice which was required. 
He considered that we had arrived at a crisis in our financial 
affairs, and if we were tohave a certain measure—the Sub- 
Treasury system forced upon us, and have the whole standard 
of value reduced, it was time that a reduction should be made 
in all the salaries of public officers. IH we were to. have apres- 
sure in the country, it was properthat the officers of the Go- 
vernment should teel it as well as the rest. of the community. 
He thought it wastime enough to pass this amendment at the 
eleventh hour, if it was secessary.to do so. We trusted the 
amendment would not prevail. y 

Mr. LEGARE replied io the remarks of Mr. PmLLIPs, and 
contended that the salaries of these officers ought not to be re- 
duced. He referred to the price of provisions in Charleston, 
and contended that it would be impossible for the cusioms 
oflicers to live npon less salaries than they now received. He 
considered that Lac best economy was to give these officers pro- 
per salaries. a 

Mr. REED replied to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and stated that he was in favor of equalizing the salaries of 
those officers. Some of them received but five or six hundred 
dotlars, and they were the officers who did the most wok, 
while Others received three or four thousand dollars and per: 
formed but little service. He was in favor of equalization, and 
hoped the bill for that purpose would be taken up and acted 
upon a the present session. 

Mr. CAMBRIELENG had hoped that this bill would not ex- 
cite much discussion. With regard to the amendment under 
consideration, be was instructed by the Commitee of Ways 
and Means to make the amendment, because it was the opinion 
of that committee, that the bill introduced by the Committee 
on Commerce Wouli-not be passed at this session, in con 
quence of the Ciscussion whieh it was expected would arise 
upon it. It was: necessary that. this amendment should be 
adopted, so that the custom-house officers in some of the smaller 
ports might receive the salaries which they.ought to receive, 
if it was not passed, some-of -your custom-house officers weuld 
hot receive sufficient to support them. With regard to the 
custom-house officers of New York, it made no difference at all 
to them, because they would receive their maximum salary 
without it, but it would be different with the officers at Salem, 
Massachusetts, Charleston, Norfolk, and some other places, 
He trusted the amendment would be agreed to. g 

After.some remarks by Messrs. JOHNSON of Louisiana, and 
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Mr, BRIGGS raised the point whether this amendment wag 
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in order, undor the rules of the House, and referred to the rule 
on the subject. j : 

After afew remarks by Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The CIAIR decided the amendment to be out of order. 

-On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG the committee thea rose, 
and the Cua reported the question of order to the House, 

The SPEAKER stated that this question did not come within 
his jurisdiction. Pi ~ 

The Housė then again went into Committee of 
and the amendment under 
of order, and fell. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved another amendment in te- 
lation to an appropriation for the purchase- of furniture at the 
Presidenv’s House. 

Mr. BRIGGS raised the same question; and 7 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of order; and 
‘the point was discussed for some time by Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG, MORAY and BRIGGS, when the committee rose and 
reported, “ 

Mr. BELL gave notice of an amendment he intended to move 
tothe above bill. 

Mr. REED, on leave, submitted a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for a repon of the amount of addi- 
tional compensation received by revenue officers in 1837, under 
the provision equalizing the same to what they would have re- 
ceived if the bill of 1832 had not passed; which was con- 
curred in. 3 

Mr. HENRY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, instructing their Senators and requesting their 
Representatives im Congress to use their influence to procure 
the establishment of a national armory on Big Beaver river, at 
or near Pittsburg; and if authorized to be onthe waters of Bea- 
ver, they grant the use ofthe water for said establishment to be 
taken out of dam No. 5. 

On motion of Mr. IL. referred to the Committee on Military 

. Affairs, 

Petitions, &c. were, on leave, presented by Mr. RANDOLPH 
of New Jersey, and Mr. MORGAN of Virginia; when, 

On motion, ` 

The House adjourned. 


i of the Whole; 
consideration was decided to be out 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1838. 


The CHAIR announced’a communication from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a report from che Topographical Bu- 
reau, together with sundry documents relative to the recent 
survey of the Kaskaskias and Ilinois rivera, called for by a 
resolution of the Senate; and 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, three hundred additional copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MCKEAN presented the proceedings of an unusually 
large and respectable meeting of the Democrats of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, friendly to the General Government, 
and opposed to the Independent Treasury bill as introduced into 
the Senate of the United States by the Hon. SILAS Wariant, on 
which occasion General Robert Patterson presided, aided by 
Thomas D. Grover, Richard Mackay, Houston Smith, John 
Floyd, jr, Hugh Catherwood, Alexander McCaraher, Peter 
Hay, J. M. Linnard, William Stephens, Joseph Burden, Samuel 
Badger, B. W. Richards, Alexander McClurg, Jdmes Fearson, 
John Naylor, James Goodman, and Morton McMichael, as Vice 
Presidents. A j 

Mr. McK. said he could not refrain, on this occasion, from 
expressing his pride and pleasure in finding the course he had 
steadily pursued onthe momentous question of the Sub- 
Treasury thus publicly approved by such men, and he honestly 
concurred in all the views of the meeting on the subject, He 
was personally acquainted with the most of them. They were 
men of the highest moral and political standing, and patriarchs 
of Democracy, who give healthful tone to public sentiment. 
He recognised among them the editor of the paper which pub- 
lishes “by authority’? the laws of the Union, and all of the 
electors, five in number, belonging to the city and county of 
Philadelphia, who gave their votes one year since for Mr. Van 
Buren; and he believed that was the only instance in which he 
had differed from them politically.. Among other things, they 
“Resolved, That we meet this question openly and fairly, 
without disguise and regardless of all dictation.” We said 
he was pleased with this, as he liked to see men, who, conscious 
oftheir rectitude, stand firm and unwavering. It would not do 
che said) to denounce such men as bank hirelings and aristo- 
crats, or we shall soon reduce our Democratic forces too low 
for effective service. He moved that the resolutions be read, 
printed, and laid on the table, : 

Mr. KING askedif the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
not reading froma newspaper. i 

Mr. McK EAN replied that he had been reading a copy of the 
proceedings of this meeting, which had been cutout -froma 
newspaper, and enclosed to himin a letter by the Chairman. 
He hoped they would be read, and the Senate would then see 

hat tlity were. 

"Mr. KING did not care about the reading of the paper. What 
he objected to, was. the reception of such matters, coming in 
the shape of a public newspaper. It was not authentic enough 
to be presented to the Senate, and it was not usual to receive 
papers of that character. If it was the wish of the parties 
that these proceedings should be presented to the Senate, they 
had nothing te do but to send their written account of them, 
signed by their officers, and then they would be presented in a 
responsible. manner. If, said Mr. K. on the ether hand, we 
depart from this course, we shall be subjected to receiving all 
the newspaper controversies of the whole Union. He did not 
object to` the reception on account of the matter contained in 
the paper, bul to the character of the paper itself. 

Mr. McKEAN said, that though it was acopy cut from a 

attic newspaper, yet its authenticity was vouched for by the 
eiter of the chairman, addressed to him. : 

Mr. KING said that the letter of the chairman did not alter 
the: charactor of. the paper at all. This was the mere account 
ofa public meeting cut from a newspaper and sent here by the 

President. How was the Senate to know that the signatures 
were genuine? Were the individuals, whose names were print- 
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ed in that paper, the persons who signed it. There was no cer- 
tificate of this fact. If, said Mr. K. we consent to receive pa- 
pers such as this, we shall have the tables of the Senate 
burthened with all the newspaper controversies of the country. 

Mr. PRESTON said he knew of norule which compelled the 
proceedings to be in the original manuscript, or that copies of 
the proceedings of all great public meetings should not be for- 
warded by the people to their representatives irany form they 
might deem best. Mr. P, was not aware of what the prescribed 
course was on such occasions, but. he recollected instances 
where memorials had-been sent to the Vice President, and by 


- him presented to the Senate, which were slips from newspa- 


pers. The most respectful course would doubtless be, to send 
original papers or certified copies. Inthis case, the letter was 
the autograph of the charman of the meeting, stating it to be 
the memorial adopted at the time; and appended to it was the 
resolution directing the proceedings to be sent to the President 
and Vice President of the United States, and to their Senators 
and Representativesin Congiess; and he was persuaded there 
could be no well grounded objection to its reception. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he had received a leiter, some 
days ago, from General Patterson, of Philadelphia, requesting 
him to present these procecdingsto the Senare. By the same 
mail he had received a number of the American 
taining the proceedings. He would most cheerfully have pre- 
sented them, as published in that respectable journal; but on 
consulting with members of the Senate, who had teen here in 
1834,4when similar questions were raised, he was informed that 
-it would be a violation of the established practice of the Senate, 
to present them in a newspaper of the day. Ile had immedi- 
ately written to General Patterson, informing him of this prac- 
lice, and suggesting that he should send the original or a certi- 
fied copy of the proceedings, when they should be presented 
with pleasure. 

Mr. B. was no stickler for forms. He entertained no doubt 
but that the proceedings presented were a correct copy. of the 
original. He thought they ought to be received by the Senate, 
and hoped the Senator from Alabama would withdraw his op- 
position to their reception. It wasat best but a’ question of 
form, not of substance. . 

Mr. KING observed that, having examined these papers 
more fully, he would withdraw his objections to their recep- 
tion. The individual who signed the letter to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. McKean) having stated, under his own 
signature, that the printed paper was a copy from the original 
minutes of the proceedings, he thought thatit might be received. 

The proceeding were then read, laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of eight thousand 
some odd hundred citizens, all, he said, legal voters of the city 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. Mr. T. said that the people did not dream 
that, after this measure had been put down in the popular 
branch by so triumphant a majority, as it was at the extra ses- 
sion, it would again have been presented to the consideration of 
Congress. Unfortunately, these hopes had proved fallacious, 
and it was not until lately that fears began tu be entertained 
that the measure would pass the other branch of the National 
Legislature; and hence it was that alarm had been justly excited, 
and the subject viewed as one of the most dangerous ever pre. 
sented to the American Congress. Mr. T. saidihat buta few days 
had been employed in procuring these signatures, and no doubt 
the names might have been trebled in the same space’ of time, 
as not one legal voter in a hundred but would cheerfully bave 
signed it. We might now find thousands upon thousands ready 
to lift their voices; and make their appeal to the Government, 
against the adoption of a system so fraught wiih destruction to 
all the great leading interests of the country. Commerce and 
inland trade were prostrated and broken down. At this season 
of the year, when, heretofore, in that great commercial empo- 
rium, all was life and gayety, andthe busy hum of industry re- 
sounding through the streets, the stores there were shut up, and 
houses left untenanted; and what had occasioned this sad and 
melancholy change? - Let the course pursued by the past-and 
present Administrations in relation to the currency, answer! 
There were now hundreds upon hundreds driven from their 
homes in that city, seeking employment tocam that su bsistence 
which the present state of things denied them there. ‘Yo these 
poor wanderers in search of honest bread no relief was held out; 
nothing to cheer them in their expectations, or lead them to 
anticipate the comforts and honest independence they had be- 
fore enjoyed; onthe contrary, nothing stared them in the face 
but additional embarrassments, increased by the mad folly of 
persisting in measures adverse to all the interests of the people. 
He could tell gentlemen, ifthe course was persisted in, not only 
the Administration, but the Government itself, would be de- 
stroyed. We had now an empty Treasury; the scurces of re. 
venue dried up; commerce and inland tradé were Janguishing to 
the last degree; and if this Congress adjourn without doing 
something for the relief of the people, the consequences would 
be disastvousin the extreme. New York usually contributed 
three-fifths of the whole revenue, but now it would raise scarcely 
enough to be counted any thing, and the Prospect was still 
worse; unless that city could pay some $12,009,000 or $15,000,000 
into the Treasury, there would nat enough be received to carry 
on the Government, and it would, at this session, have to resort 
to another loan of $15,000,009. Why, then, should gentlemen 
seek to Bush through a measure fraught with so much evil 
agatst the remonstrances of the people? Mr. T. then moved 
that the memorial be read, printed, and laid on the table, 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that they had’ had presented this 
morning a series of resolutions from a large and imposing meet- 
ing held in the great city of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
the Independent Treasury bill; and the honorable member from 
New York [Mr. TALLMADGE] now presented the memorial of 
8,000 citizens of the city of New York-against the same mea- 
sure. The honorable member supposed that this memorial 
and other late movements among the people, had been caused 
by a new-born fear that this measure, against which they re- 
monstrate, Would pass. Sir, said Mr. W. I wist I could say 
thatin my judgment I have-nosuch fears. -Tsay that there is 


great danger; and I know enough of public. affairs to. predict the- 


fate ofa measure so important- to the Administration, which 


has been so long in agitation -The members of both Houses had” 


been long from their constituents; it was three months since 


Sentinel con- - 


ties. They have been at and below this point for some weeks. 
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they left their homes; and when they should come to give their 
opmions, it would be three months more; so that there would be 
six months intervening between their immediate connection 
with their constituents and their voting on this measure. Now, 
under such circumstances, he. undertook to say that there was 
great danger ofthe passage’of this bill, unless it was arrested 
by public opinion out of doors. “There is danger, said he, on 
our side; and, on the side of gentlemen gppasedto us, hope and 
confidence. Ifthese proceedings indicated the alarm of people 
out of doors, he believed the alarm was: well. founded. He 
hoped that, instead of treating these memorials as fancies, geni- 
tlemen would pause, and seriously consider the matter ey 
contained. But he feared that these meetings would be ré- 
presented. as agents and tools of the bank; and that the re- 
spectahle gentlemen who attended this great Fhiladelphia meet- 


` ing would be represented as under the paw ofthe monster. 1 


do pray gentlemen, said Mr W. that, laying aside all projects 
and schemes, they will do something (o enable the banks to 
resumespecie payments, Without saying more, he earnestly 
desired to draw the attention of gentlemen to these memorials. 

The memorial was then read. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he should at this time, as upon all former 
occasions, enter into one of these incidental morning debates, 
arising upon the presentation of a petition, with extreme re- 
luctance. After the remarks of his colleague, {Mr. TALLMADGE,) 
however, and those which had fallen from the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr, WEBSTER} he felt himself compelled to 
enter his respectful dissent from the positions taken by those 
gentiemen, lest his silence might, by possibility, be deemed an 
assent to them. 

The petition was from the common constituents of his col- 
league and himself. It wasnumerously signed, and he doubted 
notthe petitioners were as respectable as any other body of 
citizens, of equal numbers, who had addressed Congress upon 
this interesting subject. He was happy to see their expres- 
sions of opinion meet this marked attention from the Senate, 
These, like all the other citizens of the State, had a right to 
claim for their opinions and interests, the most respectful and 
faithful consideration of himself and his- colleague.. From his 
colleague they would certainly receive thatattention, and it was 
his firm determination that they should receive it from him 
also, He rejoiced that they possessed an equal right with 
himself to speak here. They had spoken, and they should be 
faithfully and patiently listened to by him, and, so far as his 

onvictions of duty would permit, their wishes should be binding 
upon him. 

Still it could not be new. to the Senate, or to his respected col- 
league, and it certainly was not new to himself, now to learn that 
there were many, very many, among his constituents who dif- 
fered from him, radically, upon questions of political principie 
and questions of political policy. This petition was but one of 
many proofs which had come. before: the Senate, since he had 
been a member of it, to prove that fact. It hzd been his de- 
sign, upon all former occasions, to treat such petitioners with 
every respect, and to give to. their opinions and wishes every 
aid which principle and duty would permit. The same dè- 
sign actuated him upon this occasion, and he must not, there- 
fore, in any thing he should say, be understood as indulging the 
Janguage of complaint or censure, because this respectable por- 
tion of his constituents had condemned, in advance, a measure 
which hehad aided in bringing before the Senate, and the 
adoption of which he considered essential to the best interests 
of the country.. On the contrary, he commended them for 
their free expressions of opinion, upon this and all other great 
measures of national policy, and it was not to make a single 
remark in relation to any thing embodied in the petition, for 
which he had risen., It was, as he had before steted, to ex- 
press his dissent from the remarks of his colleague made upoa 
the presentation of the petition. 

His honorable colleague had assumed, in the broadest terme, 
that the present derangement of business and distresses in the 
country had arisen from the acts of this Government. This, in 
his opinion, wasa mistaken assumption. The immediate cause of 
the derangement and distresses was the present condition of the 
banks of the country; their inability to meet their obligations 
and perform their.chartered duties; in short, their universal sus- 
pension of specie payments. Was there a member of this bo- 
dy, was there a person. within the hearing of his voice, who 
would deny this proposition? We could not suppose there was. 
He knew well, however, that there was a wide difference, and a 
great variety of opinion, about the causes which had produced 
the suspension by the banks, It was not now his intention (0 go 
into that discussion, He had, upon a former occasion, given to 
the Senate, briefly and partially, his views upon that subject, 
and others had given theirs. He was satisfied that the causes 
assigned upon all sides had had their infiuence upon that result, 
but m very unequal proportions, and that any acts, of any depart- 
ment of this Government, were among the secondary of those 
causes. All this, however, was not very.material to his present 
purpose, which was to compare the declarations of. the banks 
and their friends, at the time of the suspension, with subsequent 
events and present representations. : 

What was the immedia‘e cause of the suspension, as given by 
the banks and bankers, at the time it took plave? Not, as all 
will recollect, the ulterior inability of the banks to pay their 
debts! No, this wasstrenuously denied, and.the banks declared 
as perfectly sound and solvent as they had eve: been: butit was 
said that we had over-traded, had imported heyond the proceeds 
of our exports, and had thus accumulated, in the hand of 
foreigners, a fearful amount of debt against our merchants; that 
this foreign debt was making ‘pressing and insupportable de- 
mands upon our banks for specie for exportation; and that the 
banks were forced to suspend specie paymenis, to prevent an 
entire drain of the specie from the country, and give time for 
the’ crop of -1837 to be applied to the reduction of that foreign 
debt. A resumption: was promised so soon as the foreign de. 
mand for specie should ‘cease. 

What restilis have-time and the healthful action of a prudent 
business produced? How are foreign exchanges at this moment, 
and how have they been forabout a month now last past? Bills on 
England are actually below par in the principal commercial ei- 


Wilk it, then, be pretended that there is yet a foreign demand for 


specie? that if the banks unclose therr vaults, the specie will 


be exported and the country drained of it? No: the indications 
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are strong and universal of a large influx of specie, growing out 
of the present state of the exchanges. Such was the informa- 
tion he derived from the public press, and especially from 
several commercial papers opposed to him in polities. Still 
the banks hai not resumed specie payments; and were they soon 
to reste? ‘This was a question of the highest interest, of the 
most vital importance, to the business and prosperity of the 
country. Ie was most happy to be able to say he had new 
hope upon this paint, He had seen, within the last few days, 
that the banks in the city of New York had ressived to resume, 
anit make the attempt to sustain themselves in the full and por- 
fect discharge ofall their corporate duties and obligations on and 
after the 10th day of May next. He had not a doubt as to the 
ability of those banks, with possibly the exception of two or 
three, which were unusually involved, to sustain and carry out 
this just aud praiseworthy resolve, if they could receive the 
countenance and co-operation of their neighbors in the other 
principal commercial towns; nay, he would go farther and say, 
if they were not warred upon by those neighboring institutions. 

Sull, at such a moment, when the first dawn of light begins 
to show itself in the East, we see the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] rising in his place and 
calling for further agitation of the public mind; inviting peti- 
tions from the people against a setilement here of a question 
which must continue injuriously to influence the public inte- 
resis and to agitate the public feeling, until it is settled by Con. 
gress by positive legislation. ‘They-had seen panics here before, 
His honorable colleague and himself had seen rolls of petitions 
upon former occasions as large as that now upon the table. 
They had seen them from the same city, of which they and 
their State were justly so famed. They had heard invitations 
given hera for agitation, for getting up meetings, petitions, and 
remonstrances, almost in the words which the honorable Sena- 
tor had used in the morning. Who had forgotten the scones of 
1334 in this chamber? Who had forgotten the excitement 
which, from those scenes, was infused inte the public inind in 
every part of the country during that memorable winter? Who 
had forgotten the deep and painiul responsibility under which 
we all then acted? Still we were not then frightened trom our 
sense of propriety or duty. Both himself and his colleague 
then stood firmly on in what they believed to be the path of 
principle aud of duty, and ucither could have forgotten whut 
was the influence of the month of May upon that panic, It 
melted it away as it did the ice and snows of the winter, and all 
was seen to have been false and illusory; the phantom of ex- 
cited minds, which, when reason returned, gave place to unex- 
ampled prosperity. 

Did either the Senator from Massachusetts, or his colleague. 
wish to renew those scenes upon the present occasion? Did 
they hope that confidence in affairs of credit and money was to 
he established by universal and continued agitation? By a 
Panic? It was proposed to postpone the billto which the peti- 
tion related watil the next session of Congress, thus preventing 
any action in reference to the currency either of the ‘Treasury, 
or ofthe country, during the present session, and both the gene 
tlemen had declared that the motion should receive their sup- 
port. Did they believe that pecuniary benefits to the country 
would result from carrying these deeply agitating questions to 
the polls ofclection? Inot, why invoke agitation new? Why 
attemptto increase an excitement already rendered sufticiently 
deep and extensive by the depressed condition of our monetary 
affairs? And, above all, why attempt to delay action for an- 
other year, an thus force an uncertainty upon the country, for 
that Jength of time, more injurious than almost any proposed 
uction could be? 

The banks of New York deserved not only the thanks, but the 
countenance and support, to every possible extent to which it 
could be given consistently with paramount nadonal interests, 
ofall men and all interesis. ‘They deserved the co-operation of 
all the other banking institutions of the country, and most espe- 
cially of those iu the large commercial cities, in their earnest 
attempt to resume and sustain specie payments. This counte- 
nance and support he was sure his colleague and himself must 
fee! the disposition to extend to them as far as a conscientious 
discharge of their public duties would permit, and as the first 
and most Impurantstep they could take, in his judgment, they 
should ase their every efort to secure speedy, positive, and final 
action by Congrese upon the subject of the currency and the 
safe-keeping of the money of the nation; to secure ths perma- 
neat settlement of this exciting question of finance, that credit 
and confidence might have facts and certainties to re: t upon; not 
a postponement of action, which would leave only hopes and 
ferrs, dangerous to credit and destructive to confidence. 

He admiued that it was the duty of the banks in the city of 
New York to lead in the resumption of specie pay mentsas they 
bad led in the suspension. He admitted that their loca- 
tion also, and the commanding business importance of that 
great city, made this duty upon those banks more strongly 
binding. Butas they were most promptly followed by all 
the banks of the country in the suspension, so ought they to be 
followed, with equal promptness and unanimity, ir. the resump- 
tion. Would they be so followed? Painful doubts seemed to 
hang around the answer to this important inquiry. He hoped, 
however, that they would discharge their duty to themselves, 
to their State, and to the country, and time would show whe- 
ther the other banks would come forward and sustain and cheer 
them on, or would attempt an exterminating war uponthem. 
The most which Congress could do, wasto act promptly up- 
on the great subject now before it, and thus settle the public 
mind as tothe course of policy which #ie Government was to 
pursue. Entertaining most deeply this conviction, he was re- 
joiced to hear it said here, this morning, by the opponents of 
he bill, that there was the prospect of its final passage He 
hoped their apprehensions were well founded. He believed 
the very best interests of the country required that the bill 
should becomea law. He believed thatthe highest and most 
essential interests of these respected constituents of his who 
had remonstrated against it, would be best served by its speedy 
passage. Ife therefore entreated Senators to turn their minds 
to action here, not to agitation elsewhere; to the settlement of 
this unprofitable controversy, not to the influences which may 
he exerted through its further discussion before the people of 
the country. 

Mr. WEBSTER denied that he ever had expressed any ap- 
prehensions which he did not feel. in 1833 he did express his 
apprehensions that the State bank deposite system would fait; 
he had no confidence in it at the time, and foretold what the dis- 
asters of such a procecding would be. The Scnator from New 
York advocated the measure then, and predicted for it the most 
beneficial reswts. Had not his [Mr. W’s] predictions been 
mors than verified? Had not the Senator and his friends insist- 


ed that we should have a sounder currency and the exchanges 
beter equalized; and now what was the resul? Mr. W. said he 
did not tear to contrast his prophetic opinions with those of the 
Senator. The object of the prior Administration was to destroy 
the Bank of the United States, and the object of the present one 
was to get rid of the State banks. He had indulged the most 
serious apprehensions for the consequences that must grow out 
of sv unnatural a warfare; and, if the measure before them was 
passed into ajaw, time would show whether these apprehen- 
sions were well or ili grounded. 

The Senator from New York seemed to presume that tlic 
opposition to this measure was not aimed against the bill, but 
against the resumption of specie payments, So far as he {Mr. 
W.] was concerned, he could assure that Senator the feeling 
was quite the reverse, No man more ardently than himself 
desired to seespecie payments resumed: and believing that the 
bill before them, if passed, would greatly impede so desirable 
a result, was the great reason why it was sorigerously oppored. 
The tendency of the measure was naturally to increase ia dit 
ficultics and embarrassments, and to throw impedimentsin the 
way ofthe banks. And why? Because the specie, which was 
the basis of circulation, the Government propused to take 
to itself, and keep within its own vaults. Troevils tho banks 
had to bear up against were of a twofold character, to wit: the 
pressure of the times, and the pressure of bad legislation, which 
called upon us to adopt a new system, by which the athirs of 
the Government were to be separate from those of the people: 
aud this, said Mr. W. would in the end plunge the country into 
far greater difficulties than any which now exist. Mr. W. said 
that he had never believed that the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks would cure all the evits under which the 
country at present labored: it would not, for instance, settle the 
exchanges; that could only be effected by a well-reguiated nas 
Hoval bank. ‘The resumption was, indeed, ardently to be de- 
sired; for he viewed the present condition of the currency as 
lamentable and deplorable in the extreme, such as could not 
long be borne by the labor and capital of the country. The 
at object was to restore it to its sound and pristine state; but 
some other mode would have to be resorted to than the present 
bill, which would rather retard than accelerate the measure, 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not wish to call forth debate, nor did 
he think ut likely, when the memorial was presented, that he 
would have done so. He felt it duc, however, to the memori- 
alists, to himself and to the country, to place before the Senate 
the reasons why they presented themselves in such an atutude. 
They had not, until recently, believed that this measure would 
again he attempted to be pushed through Congress. When it 
was first put forth in the official organ of the Executive, under 
the authority of Sa Mr. Gouge,” it was looked upon as one of 
the wildest schemes that ever entered into the head fof a wild 
and visionary man. Nor did any one dream that it had receiv- 
ed the Executive sanction umil it caine inthe imposing form 
of a grave recommendation ta Congress atthe Jate exta ses- 
sion. Well, sir, [said Mr. ‘I.) the bill was produced, and un- 
dcerwent a long and animated discussion ju this body, and wae 
sent to the other house, (the popular branch of the legislature,) 
where it was put down by a decisive voto. Could any man 
have conceived, under these eircrtinstances, that the same mea- 
sure would be pressed upon the people against their solemn 
remonstrances? Hadnot the President expressed a willingness 
to co-operate inany Measure if this should not meet the appro- 
bation of Cougress and the people? Why then was this persist- 
edin? Was it not from a setted determination to make the 
will of the people yield to Executive usurpation? . 

His colleague had said there was a great diversity of opinion 
among the people of New York as to the causes of the present 
distress; but he could tell him that it was pretty well under- 
stood to have been brought about, in a great measure, by the 
action of the Governine) Was not the sad and forlorn con- 
dition or the country owing to the inproper interference with 
matters that dil not legitimately belong to itt He (Mr. T.] had 
said before, and would say now, and on all proper occasions, 
that the prior and present Administrations had mainly con- 
tributed toi. Mr, 'T. then adverted to the bill introduced for 
the distribution of all the surplus revenuc, beyond the imme- 
diate wants of the Government, among thescveral States. He 
was satisfied with his own course on that occasion. He had 
deemed the measure rightand proper. It wag reported against 
in the Legislature of New York. The canals and other works 
of internal improvement were to be carried on, and the State 
had notthe meansto doit. It was argued that it could be effec. 
tually done if the State had her share of the surplus revenue, 
Tie affair was then taken up and supportedas a party measure, 
and became one that was rightand proper. The late President 
recommended it to Congress, and on another occasion reiterated 
the same docirines, and held them forth to the people. When 
those who had constitutional scruples about the absolute divi- 
sion were prepared to make a mere deposite of it with the 
States, and after we had arrived thus far, we were suddenly or- 
dered to wheel about and turn about, and take a back track. 
For that he was not prepared. All his life he had endeavored 
to pursue a straight forward course, and would not now be made 
to turu either aright or acute angle at the beck of political com- 
manders. WA 

The next step ofthe late President was the Specie Circular. 
He was not disposed to impute improper motives to the origina- 
tor of this unaccountable proceeding; nay, he would accord ho- 
nesty of purpose; but jn its practical operationsit had deranged 
the whole business concerns of the country; had broken up the 
exchanges, and diverted the specie from that portion of the 
country where it was wanted, to that where it was not. This 
was brought forward in the ifirst instance as a legislative mea- 
sure, in this body, and was voted down by every man save the 
mover. It was again brought forward in June, and again voted 
down with almost the same unanimity. lt was then supposed 
a measure peculiarly adapted for legislative, and not executive, 
action! And yet what have we witnessed? Why, in a short 
time, with all the evidence before us of. the manner in which it 
had been prostrate in the Senate, we find it adopted, in effect, 
as an Executive measure, in the shape of a Treasury order. 
When a Senator from Virginia had introduced his currency 
Lill, calculated to do away the Specie Circular, which had passed 
by a triumphant majority, the President kept it for some days, 
and thea, under the authority of the Attorney General, vetoed 
it. He would say there never had been known, inany country, 
to say the least of it,so great an act of impropriety in one 
branch ofa Government against another. It was these things 
that had agitated the public mind, and occasioned one wide and 
general distrust for the stability and order of things. 

If his colleague had lately passed through these heretofore 
busy streets, (Pearl and Pine,) and seen the number ofsplerdid 


stores with that ominous hotice “to let’? on the doors, and the 
numerous houses untenanted, he could not fail to be convinced 
of the sincerity of the memorialists, when they asked that no 
additional embarrassment should be forced upon the trade of 
theircity. Was it possible that he did not see the calls made 
on the humane and. benevolent to. come forward and aid those 
who had been thrown ont of their daily means of sustenance at 
the late severe season ofthe year; and yet, when remonstrances 
were sent here, they were Jooked upon as emanations from 
panicmakers or bank agents. Mr. T. then made some allusion 
to the resumption of specie payments by the banks in May next, 
which his colleague seemed disposed to. think would do much 
to cure the evils under which we labored. . How had the banks 
been able to prepare for tiis state of things, but by calling in 
their entire circulation, and thus adding to. the distress of the 
trading commumity? If this Indepeneent Treasury bill was 
passed, it would create a demand for specie that would not only 
prevent the so much desired resumption, but.end in the destruc- 
tion of all the State institutions. Mr. T. concluded by expressing 
his belief that nothing was wanting but the helping hand of 
Government to inspire general confidence, and restore business 
to its wonted alacrity. , 

Mr. WRIGHT said, but for the necessity of corrieting an 
essential error into which his colleague had lallen, in the reply 
ho had thought proper to make’ te his former remarks, he 
should not have occupied the time of the Senate further in the 
course of this debate. His colleague had considered it to be his 
duty, with what particular relevancy to any of the topics in- 
volved inthe discussion he had not yet been ‘able to discover, to 
allude to the subject of the distribuuion of portions of the public 
revenue to the States, and to the acts and opinions of the late 
President of the United States and of himself, and the friends 
whe had acted with him politically in their own State. He had 
spoken of their opinions upon the power of Congress over, and 
tho policy of, these distributions, and had made them all out to 
have bean, constitutionally and politically, friends of the system. 
'Lhis was the error. , y 

it was irue that, some years since, the Republicans of his 
State became alarmed at the rapid strides which the doctrine of 
prosecuting works of internal improvement within the several 
States, not only at the expense, but under the authority, and by 
the agents, and as the property of this Government, was making 
here. ‘They also saw that a rapidly accumulating surplus 
revenue was giving to the doctrine dangerous strength and 
Torce, and thatsome means must be devised to avert a result so 
destructive to our institutions as the adoption: of such a doc- 
triac, and the extension of such a policy would necessarily 
prove. ‘fhey saw attempts made in Congress to reduce the 
revenue tothe wants ofthe Government without success; dnd as 
the Jess dangerous of the two aliernatives, considering both as 
fearful evils, they did repeatedly, through their Governor, 
through committees of the Legislature, and, he believed, on one 
or moro uccasiuns, through expressions of the Legislature itself, 
give a preference Lo the plan of distribution, overthatof a direct 
exponditure of the money by this Government upon works of 
internal iinprovement within the States, If the funds of this 
Government were to be applied to the construction of roads and 
canals within the States, they preferred that the application 
should be made by State authority, and that the works should be 
the property of the States, and under their jurisdiction, rather 
than that this Government should force its authority and its ju- 
risdiction, and extead its property, iis power and iis patronage 
within the limits of those sovereignties tor any such purpose. 
‘They did vot, however, attempt to assume Or express the opinion 
that Congress possessed the constitutional power to make the dis- 
tribution to the States without an amendment of the Consutation 
for that purpose. In every message from a Governor, in every 
report from a committee, even including the report made by 
his colleague to which he had referred, and in every legislative 
resolution, the question of constitutional power in Congress. to 
make the distribution to the States would be found to have been 
expressly reserved, as he verily believed. He spoke upon this 
pomt with great confidence, because it had repeatedly been his 
duty to examine those proceedings of his Stete since he had 
been a member of the Senate. Indeed he believed he had now 
in the drawer of his desk a printed copy of every document 
which would be found upon the journals and files of their Le- 
gislature, Ile well recollected that the first mention made of 
this subject was to be found in one of the messages of Governor 
Clinton, and that he reserved the constitutional question in ex- 
pressterms. Ie did not recollect that but one other Governor 
{Governor ‘Fhroop] had ever brought the subject to the atten- 
tion of the Legislature, and he knew he had followed, in this 
respect, the example of Governor Clinton. It was during hia 
administration that his colleague made the report, as chairman 
of the canal committee of the Senate, to which he alludes, and 
he was sure, when that question waa carefully guarded in all 
the other documents, he could not have committed himself up- 
onitim his report, In any event, as his colleague had done him 
the honor to refer to his opinions, and to say that they, and all 
their political friends in the State, were then agreed as to the 
policy: he could assure him and the Senate that he nad never 

himself entertained or expressed, but one opinion upon the 
point, and thatopinion was that, without an amendment of the 
Constitution, Congress could not make the distribution pro- 
posed. -That opinion had governed all his actions in Congress 
upon questions of such distribution, and controlled his vote 
against the deposite bill of 1836, in the form in which it passed 
Be Scnate, as, in that form, he considered it a distribution 

HI 

As to the expressions and communications of the late Presi- 
dent of the United States, to which his colleague had so confi- 
deny alluded, he had only to say, if that distinguished states- 
man had ever any where contended for the power of Congress 
to distribute the surplus revenue among the States, without an 
amendment of the Constitutiom—had even admitted that 
power, or had ever expressed an opinion that it did exist—he 

ad not seen the document; and he was confident a review of his 
communications to Congress would satisfy his. colleague that 
he bad mistaken their purport and meaning. 

As he wasup, he would reply to one single otherfremark of 
his colleague, and he begged him to believe that he made‘the 
reply without any personal ill feeling. No such feeling had 
existed in his mind towards his colleague, and he earnest] 
hoped no occasion would ever be given for the existence of such 
a feeling. His colleague had remarked, speaking of his own poli- 
tical course, that he had been all his life a straight-forward 
man, and that he could not now turn a right angle, or an acute 
angle, at the command of political leaders. He must have a 
curve, a rail-road turn, or, as the boys at. school sometimes. 
called it, @ sweep of sixty toturn in, He (Mr. W.} did not 


_ doubt that-his colleague had intended to bë a straight-forward 


' man in.his political course, and he thoaght it likely he had‘con- ` 


vineed himself that he had been so. He, too, had intended to 
béa Straight forward politician, to govern. himself by certain’ 
fixed principles, aod to carry them out in all his actions; but he 
dare.not say.for himself what bis colleague claimed, that he 
had been straight upon all occasions. One of them must have 
turned the angle or the curve, as they were very recently toge- 
ther, pursuiag-the same course, and'entertaining the same opi- 
mons, and now they seemed to him tò be very nearly opposites 
in opinion and action. Under thesc circumstances, be much pre- 
ferred to leave to their common. constituents the decision of the 
anewioh which had turned and which had kept “ straight-for- 
ward, S R ` : 
~ He thought he had kept straight-forward; buthe was aware 
that a- män lost, when intending-to pursue a Straight line, would 
almost invariably describe a circle. -It was evident that éither 
himself or his honorable colleague were now, and had been for 
some: months past, lost, and that one of them had got just about 
halfround the circle, and, so far as he was concerned, their con- 
stituents, and not themselves,. should. settle the question which 
was the lost politician. g 
“Injustice to himself, however, he must claim that he had 
some marks, some guide-posts, to dirèct: his way and determine 
` his course. . He came into this body the friend of the late Admi- 
nistration, of its principles, and of its measures. He was se- 
lected by those who sent him here, because such were known to 
be his: feelings and opinions.- Finding no cause to change 
either, he had remained the: friend and su pporter of that Admi- 
nistvation during its continuance, and during the whole of the 
neriod he found the talented and distinguished body of Opposi- 
tion Senators upon his right uniformly opposed to him. -A 
change of Administration came, and he contributed his humble 
efforts to place at. its head the present President. Ife had long 
known that individual, aad they had long been personal and: 
political ‘friends. He, therefore, became a supporter of his 
administration, and still remainedso. He was daily told by the 
Opposition Senators that the- present Administration was but 
carrying out the principles and measures of the last, and elabo. 
rate speeches. had been recently made, and were now daily 
making, to ptove, ‘not. only. to the Senate, but to the country; 
that this was the fact. Could he, then, be inconsistent in sup: 
porting this, as he had done the last, Administration? But, 
again, fhe found the same distinguished Senators who had 
during the whole eight years led the opposition in the political 
warfare against the tate Administration, equally leaders in op- 
position to this. They occupy the same seats and use precisely 
the same weapons in the fight. Upon all questions they met 
him, as formerly, in open and powerful opposition. If, then, 
he-had been lost and travelling the circle, so necessarily must 
they have been upon the whirl, too, for the distance between 
them and himself remained precisely the same. They were 
exactly opposite at the start, and they were exactly opposite 
bow; norhadthere been any armistice within which they conid 
have met and crossed each other. And, again, he now found 
himself surrounded by, and acting with, almost all (he was 
sorry he could not say all) of those who had ever been political 
friends. They too, therefore, had been lost ifhe had been, avd 
yet continued to pursue the course with him, whether direct or 
circular, These considerations: would certainly not only pal- 
liate'his error, if he was in error, but would furnish him some 
apelogy for being somewhat confident that’ his was not the cir- 
cular Course, Lok : 
A single word as to a remark of ihe honorable Senator from 
Massechusetts, and he had done. That Senator had said. that 
in 1834, he had no confidence in the system of State bank de- 
posites, but that I had, and that time has shown that opinions 
upon that subject were then: right and that mine were wrong. 
Thad.then confidence in that system, and I expressed it freely, 
fly, and honestly. The trial ofthe system was made, and In 
less than four years, and that too during a period of the most 
“abundant: plenty and- prosperity, it failed. © This experience 
destroyed my confidence, and convinced me that the system was 
bad. both for the. public and the banks. X cannot, by volition, 
restore that confidence. I cannot believe that io bê good, and 
safé, and beneficial, which has been proved, before my own eyes, 
to bad, and dangerous, and injurious. Has this experience 
changed the former opinions of the Senator. No. He tells us 
this day that he has no confidence in the State bank deposite 
system. Still this is the system which my honorable colleague 
urges upon us, and desires- us to force upon the country, 
against the recent and positive experience ofevery business 
man'in it. I, for one, cannot brig myscélfto such a course of 
action. : x 

Mr. TALLMADGE made a brief reply to. Mr. Wricar. 
Whatever might have been their devious political windings, 
thers was no hostile feeling between his colleague and himself. 
With regard to the course which his colleague had pursued, he 
had been guided by the Executive index; as that had pointed in 
its revolutions around the political circle, so followed his col- 
league; and he must take care, said Mr. T. lest, in his wander- 
ing, he should be Jost like the twelve tribes in the desert. If the 
Executive had been a fixed star, all might have been well with 
his colleague; but, instead of that, he was, to all intents and 
purposes, anerraiic comet, and wherever the light. of his tail 
appeared, there was to be found his colleague, directing his 
course in pursuit. S : i; : i ` 
` {he memorial was then ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table. ` : 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memoriál of the Board of Trade 


of Wilmington, Delaware, recomimending a site on the waters _ 


of the Brandywine for a national foundry. f 
- Mr. WALL presented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
New: Jersey; setting forth.tho peculiar advantages possessed by, 
that State Toxa natiónal foundry and dry dock: laid on the ta- 
bler and otdered to be printed. E i 
On motionof Mri FULTON, the joint resolution from the 
House providing for the taking down of the wallsof the burnt 
postfoffice, was carried through the different stages, and passed. 
~~ “INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
The Senate resumed the. consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill as the special order, the 
question being on Mr. Becuanan’s moton of yes- 
terday, to.postpone.the bill and amendment till the 
next session of Gohgress, - : Ae 
Mr. CALHOUN could ‘scarcely persuade him- 
self that there was any hazard in taking this vote. 


It appeared to him to be the best measure for the 
relief of the country, and he could not believe in 


the correctness of the-views of the gentleman from. 


Massachusetts, that any postponement now would 
be coustrued by the country as a decision of the 
great financial question before them. The country 
had been greatly agitated, and- until there was a 


decision on this question, he did not believe that. 


the mercantile community could be restored to 
their former prosperity. He solemnly believed 
that if this question. had been settled at the extra 
session, that. the commercial interest would have 
been relieved from the pressure so much com- 
plained of, and that- those who how resist it will 
incur a heavy responsibility by so doing. He 
could not believe that there was: any hazard in 
taking this vote, nor that this Congress. would rise, 
without deciding a question go imporiant to the 
best interests of the whole country. An afirma- 


‘tive vote on this motion would have all the effect 


of a rejection of the bill ; and those, therefore, who 
were opposed to the bill in any shape, would vote 
for the postponement. They could not do more 
than decide the question for this session, for itun- 
doubtedly, if postponed, would be renewed at the 
next. ` 

Mr. MORRIS observed, that, at the commence- 
ment of this debate, he did not intend to utter a sın- 
gle word‘on this subject, nor did he intend now to 
assign any ‘reasons for or against the bill. He 
rose to correct a misunderstanding as to the effect 
of his vote on this motion. He should vote against 
the postponement, and if that motion failed, he 
should vote against the substitute of the gentleman 
from Virginia. He should then vote fer certain 
amendments which he deemed indispensable to ren- 
der this bill acceptable to him, and if these failed 
he should be compelled to vote against the bull. 
He, therefore, did not wish the vote he now gave to 
be considered as binding him to any future vote. 
If certain amendments, which he should suggest at 
the proper time, should be adopted, he would vote 
for the bill; otherwise he should vote against it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BUCHA- 
NAN’S motion to postpone the bill and amend- 
ments till the next session, and losi—yeas 23, nays 
29, as follow: z 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Smith. of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton,’ Webster, and 
White—23. 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith af Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—29. á ‘ 

Mr. PRESTON desired to know whether 'it was 
in order, at this stage of the proceedings, to offer 
an amendment to the substitute proposed by Mr. 
Rives? On being answered in the affirmative, 

Mr. PRESTON commenced in too low a tone of 
voice to be distinctly audible to the reporter; but 
he was understood to say that he was in favor of 
the substitute, provided it could be amended with 
certain improvements. He objected, also, that any 
preject of this kind, to be safely carried through, 
must be wisely administered by the Executive De- 
partments of the Government; and he must say 
that he had no confidence in the ability of the ofti- 
cer who was to carry it on, and who seemed tohave 
no liking but for the most wild and visionary 
schemes. . It is a nice. question of patriotism, said 
Mr. P. whether we ought not to stand by and see 
this measure carried through, because it is a mea- 
sure of the Administration—whether it would not 
be better to give them this measure, and let them 


- carry it out, and make the most of it, and thus let 
the failure which: must ensue, rouse the indigna-- 
tion of the country against the experiment and ex- 
perimenters; or, by a vigorous ‘resistance, defeat it. | 


He believed that the experiment would derange the 
commerce of the -country, atid derange: the ‘cur- 


rency to an unexampled ‘degree. But though he. 
believed all this, he was not sure that this measure - 
would not, in the end, be better than any, eyen the 


` first-of. 
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wisest measure, entrusted to this Administration, 
which had heretofore administered the wisest laws 


so injuriously. He didnot know whether it would 


not be better to give them [the Administration] this 
law, rather than let them go on and canvass with it, 
to advancetheir Democratic, agrarian and loco foco 
measures. Give it to'them; said Mr. P. and take 
these catch words of rag barons, shin-plasters, and 
irredeemable currency, from their mouths, with 
which they continue to agitate the country. 

It was known to every man who had a bank 
note, and who had a debt to’ pay, thatthe Sub- 
Treasury system was now in full operation; and all 
they want, said Mr. P. is for us ‘to. legalize what 
they now already have. Mr. P. here complained 
of indisposition, and regretted that he had not the 
ability to go on in full. He would have been glad 
to show how destructive this measure would be to 
the prosperity of the country, and, as a southern 
man, to show his disapprobation of a measure cal- 
culated to break down the agricultural States, and 
make them subservient to a central power. He 
was anxious to show that its effects would be to 
cripple our commerce, and, by a reduction of this 
revenue, produce an increase of the tariff; and, as 
a State rights man, “born in the purple,” “porphy- 
rogenitus,” he was anxious to vindicate the straight- 
forward principles.in which he had been nurtured, 
and show that it was impossible for him to support 
a measure so directly at variance with them. If a 
suitable opportunity occurred, he should do so; but 
for the present he should ‘content himself with 
offering some amendments to the substitute, with 
the necessary explanations. ` 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Rives] had 
proposed that a system of financial agencies should 
be carried out through the medium of the State 
banks, and he would be glad to see such a system 
carried out; but a manifest objection to this was, 
the patronage which it conferred on the Executive. 
He had always been opposed to the union of the 
purse and the sword; and, if he had no other ob- 
jection to the Sub-Treasury scheme, this would be 
a sufficient one. The same objection applied to the 


` scheme of the gentleman from Virginia; and, to 


remove that, he proposed. to offer this amendment. 

It would be recollected that. the ‘banks to be se- 
lected as public depositories, were to be selected at 
the. discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Now he proposed that this selection should be by 
general principles, to be established by Congress. 
His first amendment, therefore, proposed that the 
public - depositories shall be selected from such 
banks whose stock isowned in whole or in part by 
the States in which they are situated: and he was 
happy to be able to say that in almost every State 
of the. Union, there were, at the points where it 
was necessary for the Government to have finan- 
cial agents, banks, whose stock was owne either 
in whoie or in part. by the States in. which they 
were. But if it should turn out that there were 
none such, then he would confide the ‘selection to 
the States themselves; and the amendment proposed 
that it should be made by the Legislatures, when in 
session, and by the Governors in the recess. We 
have already decided; Mr. P. said, that the sur- 
plus public money shall be put in deposite with the 
States; and the very institutions in which the States 
have deposited this surplus, will most probably be 
selected. In the other case, the selection will be 
given to the Scerctary of the Treasury; but-in:this 
proposition, this immense source of patronage and 
influence will be cut off. - He should also propose 


an amendment to reverse, in some sort, the order 


of that part of the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia, in regard to the mode by which he 
addressed himself to the banks, to induce them to 
resume specie payments.. He should propose that 
the notes of all the banks in the country that are, in 


-the estimation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


sound, safe, and substantial, be taken for the dues 
of the Government, up to a certain day, say the 
of August next; after which, none are to he 
taken but the notes of specie-paying banks. By 


‘these means, the Government would lend a help- 


ing hand to those banks which are not able to. re 
sume without its aid. 


|. He-had another amendment to offer which he 
< would briefly notice. 


It had been supposed that 
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the circulation of the Government funds, by bank- 
ing institutions, produced too great an expansion 
of the currency. 
this objection, it would be sufficient to say that the 
falling off of the revenue, would itself stand in 
the way of too great an expansion. . It was not in 
conformity with the genius of this Government, to 
keep its funds locked up from circulation, and he 
believed it would be politic in some degree to let 
the people have the use of the public money. But 
to guard against any danger on this score, he would 
propose that when the public money in any of the 
deposite banks exceeded a certain portion of their 
capital, that then the excess should be drawn in 
specie, and put in special deposite. The effect of 
this amendment would be, that when the Govern- 
ment had in deposite nothing but its ordinary re- 
venue, sufficient to meet its annual expenditures, 
the banks might discount on it without danger of 
expansion. But when there was any extraordi- 
nary excess in the Treasury, sufficient to offer 
temptations to speculation, that then it would with- 
drawn, and placed out of the way of being banked 
`- upon. | 
Mr. PRESTON then submitted his first amend» 
ment as follows, stating that he would submit the 
others to which he had adverted, subsequently : 

After the word “ notwithstanding,” in the fourth 

line, insert “that there shall be employed [twenty- 
five banks,] whose stock is owned in whole or in 
part by the State in which they are established; or, 
il there be none such, then those shall be employed 
which shall be designated for that purpose by the 
Legislature; or if the Legislature be not in session, 
by the Governor of the State in which they are es- 
tablished, and if no such designation be made upon 
application by the Secretary of the Treasury, “ that 
they shall be chosen from the most solid and respecta- 
ble banks in the States and Territories,” Sc. as in 
the bill. 

Mr. MORRIS demanded the yeas and nays on 

the amendment, which were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. RIVES said that there was a part of this 

amendment to which he certainly should not ob- 
ject; but there was another portion of it to which 
there were strong objections. Believing that there 
was a growing opinion throughout the country in 
favor of the establishment of banks, the stock of 
whieh is to be owned by the States, and with their 
faith pledged for their solvency, he had no objec- 
tion to the giving a preference to such banks as 
the publie depositories. But with regard to the 
other part of the amendment, which proposed to 
delegate to the State Governments the functions of 
the General Government, by giving them the se- 
jection of its financial agents, he was entirely op- 
posed to it. This Government was responsible for 
the exercise of all the functions committed to it by 
the Constitution; and if did not seem to him com- 
patible with the harmony of our system that they 
should be delegated to another power. If the gen- 
tleman would modify that part of his amendment, 
and dispense’ with another, proposing the recep- 
tion of the notes of the non-specie-paying 
banks, he would cheerfully go with him. His at- 
tention hal been called to this latter proposition by 
the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, some 
days ago, who threw it out as a simple suggestion, 
and it was now formally offered to the Senate by 
the Senator from South Carolina. It was this: in- 
stead of providing, as the substitute to the bill now 
does, that the banks should resume by a certain 
time, their notes shall be taken for all the public 
dues, the amendment proposes to make them re- 
ceivable at once, and to adopt the provision in the 
substitute excluding them, if they shall not resume 
specie payments after a given day. — 

‘After careful and deliberate reflection, he thought 
that there were objections to it, which are insuper- 
able. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cuay,] referred to the practice under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Madison of receiving the notes 
of banks which did not pay specie. Now he would 
observe, that there was not at any time during Mr. 
Madison’s administration, a recognition by law of 
the notes of non-specie paying banks. On 
the contrary, such recognition by law was con- 
stantly resisted in Congress, as well as by 
the enlighted head of the ‘Treasury Depart- 


But that there was nothing in: 


ment himself. He saw, with the Senators from 
South Carolina, and Kentucky, [Messrs. PRESTON 
and CLay,] that there might be a temporary con- 
venience in their plan; yet it would establish a pre- 
cedent that would be fraught with the most immi- 
nent danger. If our Government pursued its true 
policy, it would set its face against the reception 
of notes of non-specie paying banks; and he be- 
lieved that it was in that way that the constitutional 
standard is to be preserved, not by requiring pay- 
ments in gold and silver exclusivly. His attention, 
{Mr. R. said} had- been attracted. to the correspon- 
dence of Mr. Cheves with the Treasury Depart- 
ment, when he expressed the opinion, that but for 
the inflexibility with which the Government per- 
sisted in not authorizing the reception of the notes of 
non-specie paying banks, in the trying times be- 
tween 1817 and 1819, they would all have again 
suspended. This principle has never been departed 
from in the legislation of Congress, and though 
there might be some small temporary convenience 
in the amendment, yet, for the reasons given, he 
could not assent to it. 

{Here Mr. R. quoted extracts from Mr. Cheves’s 
letters in 1819, while president of the United States 
Bank, to Mr. Crawford, then Secretary of the Trea- 
sury.] 

Ue would suggest, for the consideration of the 
gentlemen from South Carolina and Kentucky, the 
inconvenience that would result from their plan if 
the banks should not resume payments by the time 
they proposed. If the banks should not then re- 
sume, there would be the same reasons for continu- 
ing the indulgence to them from time to time as 
now exist. 

He believed, with the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, that there was a considerable delusion with re- 
gard to the policy and practicability of special de- 
posites, and that nothing was wanted but an experi- 
ment of that plan to put an end toit. But he had 
already stated his views, in full, on the whole sub- 
ject, and he did not deem it justifiable to occupy 
more of the attention of the Senate for the purpose 
of enlarging on it. He merely rose to state his 
opinion in regard to the amendments of the Senator 
from South Carolina, and he hoped that the sense 
of the Senate would now be taken on them. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, that in some re- 
marks thrown out by him about a fortnight ago, he 
might have intimated that it would have been an 
improvement of the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, to provide for the receplion of 
notes of sound banks, though not now paying spe- 
cie; but it never was his intention to propose any 
such modification, nor was he aware that the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina was about to propose it, 
He thought neither project adapted to the wants of 
the country; and therefore, when compelled to vote, 
he should do so merely asa choice of evils, rather 
than through any confidence he had in the substi- 
tute. As the modification had been proposed by 
the Senator, he thought proper to offer a few words 
in its support. 

The proposition of the Senator from Virginia, holds 
out to the banks, as a motive to resume specie pay- 
ments, that the paper of such banks as shall resume 
by the Istof July, shall be received in the Treasury. 
The proposition of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, is that the paper of all sound, safe, and nn- 
questionable banks should be received at once for 
the dues of Government, until, say the Ist of Au- 
gust, at which time, if they did not resume, then 
the Government shall no longer be under obliga- 
tion to receive their paper. If‘this suggestion were 
adopted, it would then be seen that it was a tem- 
porary measure of Government, to lift the country 
out of its present, distress and despondency, by be- 
stowing on the only circulation the seal and sanc- 
tion of the Government itself. What would be the 
effect, if the Government should take the paper of 
this class of banks but to restore confidence 
between the parties. The Government would no 
longer be the gréat competitor in the market for 
the specie, nor the absorbent of that article. The 
specie of the country would then be left where it 
ought to be—in the vaults of the banks. It might 
be said, perhaps, that the effect would be to stimu- 
late the banks to over issues of paper; but, asked 
Mr. ©. would this be likely under the eircum- 


stances of the case?. When they were informed 
that, unless: they did resume by the appointed time, 
their paper would be ‘discredited in’ the country, - 
they would not be-likely to be stimulated to any 
improper expansion; they would be more likely, in 
such a state of things, to be preparing for the re- 
sumption, The Senator from Virginia. was 
opposed to countenancing. the reception of. irre- 
deemable paper, and so was Mr. C. as much so 
as any man, exceptas a temporary measure of 
relief. i ios 

How stands the case now, said Mr. C. The Se- 
nator from Virginia voted for the ten: millions in 
Treasury notes. What were they but irredeema- 
ble paper, post notes payable one year after date;— 
and the question is, what is the difference between 
the irredeemable paper of the Government, and the 
temporary reception of the now irredeemable paper 
of the banks? If the Government paper was better 
than that of the banks, then the Government paper 
should have the preference. Buti refer to the 
state of the market to show that the Government 
irredeemable paper is inferior to that of the hanks, 
in the transaction of the business of the country, 
and the payment of debts. But the Senator from 
Virginia further objects that there was no precedent 
for this during the administration of Mr. Madison, 
when this kind of paper was merely sanctioned by 
that high dignitary, and not received under the au- 
thority of laws. 

Which was the most proper, that the money 
should be. received: by: the authority of law, 
or the discretion. of ‘the Executive? Even at 
the period referred to by the Senator, when the 
necessity of the times was so great, it would’ have 
been better that this money should have been re- 
ceived for a short period on the authority of law, 
than in violation of all laws. The proposition of 
the Senator from South Carolina was merely a tem- 
porary measure, to relieve the pressure of these 
limes, and was not likely to be of long continuance. 
Again, the tendency of this measure was eminently 
conservative. It would require the Government to 
use what was the currency of the people, and 
which, in fact, procured every thing now as well as 
heretofore; commanding as much in value, since 
the suspension of specie payments, as before. 
Whence was this state of things, unless the most 
implicit confidence was placed in these notes? and 
why should the Government not have confidence in 
that money in which the people reposed such unli- 
mited confidence? - Under all the circumstances, it 
might be the most politic course to pursue, to do 
nothing, to propose nothing, bat leave the responsi- 
bility where, it rests, until there was a disposition 
evinced by the party in power to obey the public 
will. 
Mr. BUCHANAN was glad, once more, to'be 
able most heartily to concur with the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] in the sentiments which he 
had expressed on the present occasion. He hoped 
that there would yet be many occasions on which 
that gentleman and himself would again be. found 
acting together; and as his instructions, even when 
construed in the broadest and most liberal sense, 
would not prevent him from expressing his opinion 
on this particular question, he should do so with pe- 
culiar pleasure. : 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
had proposed what? Mr. B. did not doubt the de- 
votion of that gentleman to the cause of State 
rights ; but if he were to be judged by the proposi- 
ticn which he had advocated, one would not sup- 
pose that he felt any peculiar dread of Executive 
influence. What power did the gentleman pro- 
pose to confer on the Secretary of the Treasury, at 
the very time he declared him incompetent’ to dis- 
charge the duties of his office? : The tremendous 
power of selecting from the eight.hundred banks 
of the country such as he thought proper, and of 
declaring that their irredeemable notes shail be re- 
ceived in payment of the dues of the Government, 
as equal to gold and silver. -The Senator had been 
very careful to limit, as-much as possible, the 
discretion of the Secretary in the selection of 
the twenty-five depesite banks, which is to bemade 
under the amendment of the Senator from Virginia, 
after the resumption of specie payments; but, be- 
fore this resumption, thé Secretary alone is to 


bstantial, and 
eived: by: the 
XO His discretion in‘ this respect was 
jlimitable. Such a discretion. would be a. more 
prolific source.of Executive influence; under the 
existing circumstances of the country, than any 


tinguish between these banks, and to decide which 
of; them were solvent and which Were not, would 
place them all under the control of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. ‘The truth was, that if you attempted 


to distinguish between them, and to give the credit _ 


ofthe Government to some whilst you denied it to 
others, when all were equally insolvent, so far as 
regarded the redemption of their notes in specie, 
you. would cast. yourselves loose upon an ocean 
of doubt, difficulty, and confusion. It would be 
found utterly impracticable. 

But, to proceed further: What was, in substance, 
the proposition of the Senator from South Carolina, 
and what would be its inevitable effect? It was to 
establish this precedent, that if the banks, by over- 
trading, should place themselves in a condition in 

which they are unable to redeem their liabilities, 
and thus forfeit the public confidence, that then 
you are to interpose;-and by receiving and paying 
out their notes, you are to give the countenance of 
‘the. Government to a depreciated and irredeemable 
currency,” Let ingenuity exert. itself. upon this 
question as it may, still this was the practical re- 
sult. By the precedent which you establish, you 
tell the banks that in time to come, they may ex- 
pand their business to any amount they may think 
proper, without fear of consequences. You in ef- 
fect.say to them, go on; do not limit your business 
by your means of payment, and when the explosion 
comes, as come it must, the Government will ease 
you off on a.bed of down, and will receive your 
notes as gold and silver, until you are able to re. 

. deem them yourselves. Would not this be the ef- 
fect of the Senator’s amendment? 7 

Mr, B. said he would here proclaim that he was 
now, and had ever been, the friend of a sound and 
well-regulated banking system; and no act or decla- 
ration of his life would show: the contrary; but it 
was asking too much from his friendship to require 
him to receive their notes in payment of the dues of 
the Government, after they had been compelled, 
mainly in consequence of their own extravagance, 
to. suspend specie payments. For one, he could 
hold outto them no ‘such inducement to resume. 
He believed it would be the most effectual mode of 
retarding, if not forever preventing, this resumption 
of-paymentsin gold and silver, which was so much 

to. be desired: z i 

‘Mr. B. said that much had been said about the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks dar- 
ing the late war, and many parallels had been 
drawn between that suspension and the one under 
which the country was now suffering. He would 
ask what had been the cause of the former suspen- 
sion? “Was it not the patrietism ofthe banks at 
that time, and their devotion to the cause of their 
country? The banks south of New England, (and 
specie-payments were not suspended there) in or- 
der to accommodate the Government, had taken 
its loans when they were depreciated ten, fifteen, 
and twenty per.cent. in the market, and had given 
in exchange their own notes. . What was the con- 
sequence?) Their specie was. drawn. from then; 
and they were left without the means of redeeming 
those énormous issues, by means of which the war, 
was conducted. The Government, knowing that 
this suspension had been oceasioned in the manner 
he indicated, had winked at the receipt. of their 
notes.in payment of: the public dues; and the con- 
sequence was, it had on hand, he did not recollect 
how. many millions:of ‘their irredeemable paper, of 
which we had. so-. often heard; under the name of 
unavailable funds., “But Congress had never sanc- 
tioned by any. law the receipt of such paper. 

He would-ask ifany such ‘cause existed at the 
date of the present suspension of specie payments. 
The country had been for years in the full tide. of 
prosperity. We had long been at peace with all 
foreign. nations; our. agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures. were in a most flourishing condi- 
tion; when ina momėént, like'a clap of ‘thunder 
from a cloudless sky, the banks exploded, and the 
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-It is true that- -few sagacious, men, observing the 


oiher which could be devised. The power to dis- 


- endeavor to’ point out the distinction. 


: danger of passing the limit of his instructions. 


. cherished. Mr. C. further urged. the importance of 


‘the banks to resume specie payments, and of sym- 
‘pathising with the people, by making use of the 
“common currency. i 


. a suggestion thrown out by the Senator from Kens 
| tucky without reflection; and: : 
“fiçcted upon jt, the more reason would. he have 


commerce and trade-of the country were prostrated: ` 


vast:expansion of-bank credits and other causes 
which were. in- operation, had foreseen this result; 
butdt was wholly unexpected by the mass of the 
people. Under these circumstances, Congress . 
were now. asked by. the. Senator from South Caro» 
lina to.place the notes of these banks on the same 
foooting with gold and silver, in payment of the - 
dues of the Government. . | : 

The Senator, from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] had 
asked, what was the difference between the recep- 
tion by the Government of Treasury notes and of 
irrredeemable bank paper? and had contended that 
they ought both toshare thesame fate. Mr. B. would 
You found 
yourselves, said he, under the necessity of making 
a loan to carry on the. ordinary operations of the ` 
Government. This necessity had been forced upon 
you solely by the inability and refusal of the banks 
to. pay over the money- which you had placed with 
them on deposite. You made this loan by the 
issue'of Treasury notes, which, on their face, are 
not payable until one year after date. The faith 
of the United States was pledged for their redemp- 
tion at the end of this ‘period. The Treasury note 
was the bond-of the Government, given to the hold- 
er of it, contracting that, when the year expires, he 
shall be paidin gold and silver.” Could any gentle- 
man doubt the security? 

On.the other hand, what was the nature of bank 
notes. These notes were payable on demand; and 
at every instant they remained unpaid in conse» 
quence of the existing suspension, the banks. were 
defaulters. If, said Mr. B. I were to give you my 
bond, payable at the end of one -year, I could not 
be called upon to discharge it before the expiration 
of that period, and hence am no defaulter; but if 
you hold my note, payable on demand, and I either 
do not redeem it on demand, or proclaim myself 
insolvent, and declare that I will not pay it if de- 
manded, all mankind would justly say I was a de- 
faulter. Such is the distinction between Treasury 
notes and bank notes. ‘The one is a floating debt, 
not yet due, contracted for the purpose of carrying 
on the operations of the Government, and assum- 
ing the form of Treasury notes, incidentally to aid 
the circulation ofthe country, which will certainly 
be paid at maturity; the other is the. paper curren- 
cy of the country, issued by the banks, payable on 
demand, and purporting on its face to be equal to 
gold and silver; and yet no one can say when, or 
whether ever, it will be redeemed. This was not a. 
question, as the Senator from Kentucky seemed to 
suppose, whether the Treasury notes were below or 
above the specie or paper par in the market. They- 
would be valued according to the opinion of their 
holders, and the uses to which they could be’ ap- 
plied. But the public faith has never yet been sul- 
lied in regard to these notes; and it will be time 
enongh, in case they should not be paid in gold 
and silver, when they become due, to compare 
them with irredeemable bank paper. ` 

The Senator from Kentucky had said that to- re- 
ceive these irredéemable bank notes, in the manner 
proposed, would be eminently conservative. . Mr. 
B. would. be much pleased to examine this propo- 
sition; but he was in a narrow place, and could 
not perform this task as he would desire, without 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was not sure but Mr. 
B. had done so already. But he insisted that the 
true question was, which kind of irredeemable pa- 
per was of the highest value in the market. ‘That 
of the banks was the money of the States and the 
people, and deemed of more value than the Trea- 
sury notes. If their value was precisely the same, 
then one was as good as the other, and as worthy 
of. the ‘acceptance of the Government. If their 
values were different, the most valuable ought to be 


receiving bank notes for the public dues, to enable 


Mr. BUCHANAN verily believed that this was 


the more hè re~ 
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to repent. at it had ever been made. Bat his 


spirit’ was such, that when he made any. sug- 
gestion; no matter how hasty, ke persisted in. it 


- until the end.. Thisdebate was as little anticipated 


by, him, as it couldhave been by the Benator;. and 
until a few moments before he rose, he had not in- 
tended: tọ. take any part init; but he would now 
continue. it: a little longer, whilst he replied to:some. | 
of his [Mr..Cray’s) last remarks. 

If Mr. B, understood the gentleman correctly, he 
had, said, that, as the State Governments and the 
people received this irredeemable bank-paper, there- 
fore, the Government of the United States ought to 
act in the. same manner. Now. could. any. such 
inference be drawn from the premises assumed? 
Ought the course, which the State Governments 
and the' people had been compelléedto pursue by the 
conduct of the banks, be perrnitted to control the 
Constitution of the United States? That was the 
question.. Are we to abandon that Constitution, 
which, when correctly construed, requires us.to re- 
ceive and disburse gold and silver, or paper which 
may at any moment be converted into gold and 
silver, and accept in payment of the publie dues, 
to an unlimited extent, irredeemable bank paper? 
If we do, the paper currency of the-country will- 
sink into hopeless and irretrievable ruin. What 
had. Mr. ‘Cheves said upon. this subject? As he 
was quoted by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rrves,}-he had declared that nothing had prevented 
a general -Susperision of specie payments by the 
banks, in-1819 or 1820, but the inflexible derermi- 
nation of -the Government to preserve ‘the specie 
standard, inviolate... What will now be the effect of 
adhering. to the same standard? <Not to give:our- 
selyes. a: better currency than‘that:of-the people of 
the country, as has been contended; ‘but to place us 
all upon the same level, by banishing irredeemable 
bank paper from circulation. The State Govern- 
ments will thus be induced to place such wholesome 
restrictions upon their banking institutions as will 
hereafter prevent a general suspension of specie 
payments. And here he would observe, that the 
idea. of- an exclusive metallic. currency: for the 
whole people of the United States was a mere 
phantom, which had been conjured up to alarm the: - 
fears of the timid. -The best: interests of the peo- 
ple, however, -demanded « that: this -Government 
should insist upon the payment ef the-public dues, . 
if not exclusively in specie, at least in paper which 
was equivalent to specie. °° >> ; 

In regard to- the broad line of distinction which 
he had drawn-between Treasury notes, payable one 
year after date, and not yet due, and irredeemable 
bank paper payable on demand, the Senator had 
not attempted to prove that he Mr. B. had been’ in 
been inerror. Hisanswer consisted ina mere repeti- 
tion of the statement, that’ Treasury notes were not 
equal in the market-with bank paper. This fact, even 
admitting its existence; as Mr. B. had shown before, 
had nothing to do with the question. But even if it 
had, what would. be the. result? . Throughout the 
whole Union, Treasury notes had uniformily, he 
believed, commanded a premium, varying in 
amount according to time and place, over the local 
bank paper, except in New York, where they 
might occasionally have been under the paper par. 
Tt would have been most strange, had this not been 
the case; especially when we consider not only 
their undoubted security, but their perfect equately 
with gold and silver, at all times, and in all. places, 
in the payment of the dues of the Government. | 
No ingenuity could induce the Senate. to believe; 
that the Government had forfeited its credit, by not 
redeeming these notes in specie, before they were 

ue. g 

The Senator had not noticed that part of his ar- 
gument which related:to the vast power which 
would be conferred upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, if he were authorized to decide what irredeem- 
able bank notes should: be received in payment of 
the public dues, and:what. should be rejected. It 
was not answered, and it was unanswerable. Sucha. 
power would be. greater than had ever been con- 
ferred. on any ‘Executive officer, since the founda- 

tion of the- Government. ‘ ; 
"Mr. CLAY: here. said that this discretionary 
‘power was only proposed to be given for four 
“months, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN said that four months was 
an age in relation to this question. The great ef- 
fort was to prove that the country had reached a 
deplorable crisis, and it was now essential that the 
Government should do something to-resuscitate the 
State banks. What more could be done for such 
banks as the Secretary might select, than to re- 
ceive their notes as equivalent to gold and silver 
in the dues of the Government: and could any thing 
worse befall the rest, than to make this odious dis- 
tinction against them, and thus have their notes 
discredited by the Government? A continuance 
of this practice for four months would decide 
the fate of the banks and of the currency. It 
would place ail these institutions under the control 
of the Executive. Before that period shali have 
elapsed, the banks really solvent will have resumed 
specie payments; and those which cannot pay their 
debts will have sunkinto hopeless insolvency. So 
far as the Government was concerned, there can 
be, there ought to be, but one standard in regard to 
the solvency of a bank-—is it able and willing to 
redeem its notes in specie on-demand? Unless this 
question can be answered in the affirmative, its 
notes ought never to be received. 

Now, in regard to the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks—-and this was a subject on 
which he bad bestowed much reflection—he would 


ask, what now existed to prevent it? We had been- 


told by the Senator from New York [Mr. Tatt- 
MADGE] at the late special session of Congress, that 
the country was then in debt to England forty mil- 
liens cf dollars. He believed that this estimate was 
toc low, rather than too high. The rate of ex- 
cheseze was then heavily against us, and every 
effort was made to send co:ton and to send specie 
out of the country, for the purpose of liquidating 
this debt. Under such circumstances, the banks 
could not have resumed. But all things hare now 
change’. The energy and the enterprise of our 
citizens have, in a few months, reversed the former 
condition of our exchanges. The exports of our 
great staple to England have mainly produced this 
result. The foreign exchanges, which, a few mouths 
ago, were some twenty per cent. against us, have 
been reduced to six or seven per cent.; or, in other 
words, they are now two or three per cent. in our 
favor, being to that extent below the real par of cx- 
change between the two countries. There can, 
therefore, now be no drain of specie from the banks 
to send to foreign countries. it must flow into this 
country, and not flow outofit. Ff, then, the debt which 
we owed to England; if the high rate of foreign ex- 
change against us, and if the proceedings of the Bank 
of England compelled our banks to suspend specie 
payments, (and these were the reasons assigned by 
the banks themselves for the suspension, ) what now, 
he would ask, compels them to continue that sus- 
pension? The Bank of England no longer, by her 
measures, restricts the American trade. She has 
become sensible of her own folly. Money is now 
plenty and cheap in England, and much capital 
there is without employment. Besides, our impor- 
tations from abroad, when compared with what 
they were formerly, are insignificant; whilst our ex- 
oris are as great as ever. And yet, with all these 
facts staring us in the face, we are told that the 
banks cannot resume without aid from this Govern- 
ment. Sir, they can resume, and will resume, 
without any such aid—I mean such of them as are 
solvent, Pablic opinion will compel a resumption. 
He did not wish to set up for a prophet, or io 
add his name to the list of prophets on that floor. 
For once, however, he would venture to prophesy. 
He would say that the flux and reflux of the tides 
weye not more certain, than that this country will 
witness a return of prosperity before the close of 
the present year. The one was governed by the 
jaws of nature, the other by laws of trade almost 
equally certain. Let the Sub-Treasury bill pass, 
or let it be defeated; let the amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia be adopted, or let it be re- 
fected: before the first day of fanuary next, our 
irade, onr commerce, our industry of every Gesctip- 
n, Will revive and flourish, Nothing ean pre- 
rent ji, except some great national calamity, which 
bo man can now anticipate. He judged of the 
lature by the past. How long this prosperity may 
continue, be could not pretend to say. This would 
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depend upon the action of the banks; and what 
length of time would be required again to expand 
the bubble of speculation to the bursting point. 

It would be conceded by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that Mr. Biddle was an able financier, aad 
that he watched the signs of the times with a skil- 
ful and practised eye. He did not doubt that gen- 
tleman’s sincerity, when he expressed the opinion, 
a few months before the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, in his letter to Mr. Adams, thatthe country 
had not over-traded. We were then proceeding 
so rapidly on the broad road to financial desiruc- 
tion, and we were all so infatuated with past pros- 
perity, and so blind to our danger, that even Mr. 
Biddle considered the idea of our having over- 
traded as without any foundation. Now, if the 
Senator from Kentucky had established his great 
national bank, with Mr. Biddle at its head as his 
pilot, looking out to descry the coming storm, what 
would have been its condition? This bank would 
have gone down with all the other banks of the 
country. It could not have continued specie pay- 
ments longer than the rest of these institutions. 

The Senator from Kentucky had complained that 
he [Mr. B.] had made an unfair statement of one 
ofhis arguments. He knew the Senator would 
not accuse him of any such intention, The Sena- 
tor had mistaken Mr. B’s reply. He cheerfully ac- 
quitted the gentleman from Kentucky of any de- 
sire to make the present irredeemable paper sys- 
tem permanent. What he had said was, that 
should the amendment of the Senator from South 
Carolina prevail, it would be a most dangerous 
precedent for future limes. The banks, looking to 
the present case, and expecting relief in. the same 
manner, would expand their issues extravagantly 
whenever they thought proper, believing that if 
they were compelled to suspend specie payments, 
they might look to this Government for relief, by 
having their irredeemable notes received into the 
Treasury upon an equality with gold and silver. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, the 
Senate, without taking the question, went into the 
consideration of Executive business. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Thunspay, March 8, 3838. 

Mr. BRIGGS, in order to obviate a recurrence of the difi- 

whieh had occurred yesterday nder the 63d rule of the 
asked feave to submit an amendment thereto. 
the following words: 
- ation shail be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, ov be in order as an amendment thereto, for 
any expedire not previously authorized by law.” 

Mr. B. moved to add tke following: 

“Or in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects us are already in progress, with the usual contin- 
gencies jor carrying on the several departments of the Govern- 
ment.” 

Under the rale, this amendment would have to lie over one 
day for consideration, bat Mr. B. asked leave to have it consi- 
dered now. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped it would be adopted. 

Mr. REED objected, on the ground that it was a matter of 
too much consequence to be adopted in haste, Letitbe printed 
aod lie over a day. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rule, but only 73, not 
two-thirds, voter in the afirmat 
AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. DEBERRY moved the printing of 5.00) extra copies 
of the report accompanying the bili, in relation to the inttolie. 
tion and culture of tropical plants, &¢. which, after a few words 
from Messrs. MERCER and DEBERRY, was agreed to. 

ROADS ANP CANALS. 

Mr. GRAVES reported a bill making an appropriation for the 
purchase of the Louis nd Portland canal stock, and 2,000 
extra copies of the report weye ordered to the printed. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont reported a bill to authorize the 
Commissioner of the Patent Office to issuc a patentto John 
Lfoward Kyan. f 

Mr. F. aiso made a favorable report on the petition of S. B. 
W. Douglass. , 

Mr. F. also made a favorable report on the petion of William 
Perkinson. 

Mr. F, also made a favorable report on the petition of Joho 
Blank, so far as reJates to the issue of a new patent, and unfa- 
varable with reference to the residue thereof, all of which were 
laid on the table. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. MERCER-reported a resolution instructing the Commit 
tec on the Public Buildings to ascertain the cost. of providing, 
within the Capitol, asuitable hall for the use of the Hous 
Representatives; and if such conid not be provided, to sugg 
such alterations in the present hall as would be convenien 
the transaction of the public business; which was concurred in. 

NEOTRALITY BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Conference, on the 
part of the House, appainted on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Hovses on the pijl iu reiaton to our neutral laws, reported that 
they had performed the duty assigned to them, and teat the two 
committees had agreed upon a recommendation to their re- 
spective bodies, which, they thought, would carry into effect 


the views of both. he concurrence or rejection must first 
come from the Senate, and as soon asit did, Mr. H. would 
move to take up the bill and finally act upon it. , 

‘The unfinished business of the morning hous, being the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Joanson of Maryland, for granting land to the States 
fox free schools, was postponed till to-morrow, on motion of 
Mc. HOWARD, on account of the absence of his colleague, 
from indisposition; and the House passed to the orders of the 


ay. a n 
: The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the 
Jouse of Monday last, calling upon the Secretaries of the Trea. 
sury, War, and Navy for information relative to the accounts 
of, and appointments by, those departments respectively, of 
agents for the pay ment of pensions, accompanied by a copy of 
the report made to the Senate on the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

MAINE BOUNDARY. Po . 

The Message of the President of the United States in relation 
to the Northeastern Boundary line of the United States, and the 
bill proposed by Mr. EVANS, for running and marking the 
same, being the first thing in order, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
House for the residue of the hour, in reply to Mr. EVANS. 

After Mr. F. had concluded; , . 

Mr, CAMBRELENG obtained the floor, and said he did not 
mean to make a speech, but, for once, to usurp the privilege 
of his friend from New Hampshire, and make an appeal to the 
House to take the question. The proposition was a very sim- 
ple one, viz: to refer the President’s Message with instructions 
to report a bill, and he considered the discussion very prema- 
ture, Moreover, it was the only question which was arresting 
the progress of the public business; and he, therefore, moved 
the previous question. i . 

The CHAIR stated that, after the most mature deliberation, 
he had come to the conclusion that the main question would be 
on ordering the hill to be engrossed ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG modified his motion by moving the 
posiponement ofthe subject for a month, though he was willing 
to assent to any motion to commit the bill, for he thought it 
should be acted on; but he could not. consent io have all the 
pusiness of the country set aside for this one bill. 

Añer some conversation between the CHAIR and Messrs. 
CAMBRELENG, EVANS, and LINCOLN, the bill, by general 
consent, Was committed to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
and the question recurriag on committing the Message, and or- 
dering 2,000 extra copies to he printed— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous question thereon; 
but on taking the vote by tellers, no quorum appeared to be 
present, being ayes 45, noes 56. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG then said as it was not probable a quo: 
rum could be got together to-mght, and as the Cuar stated 
(hat the motion for the previous question would come up in 
iie morning, he moved an adjournment; which prevailed, 
and so 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, March 8, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented resolutions passed by the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, as follows: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met, That, in the opinion of this Legistature, the contemplated 
National Armory ought to be established either on the waters of 
the Big Beaver river, in the county of Beaver, or at, or near, 
the city of Pittsburg, in the county of Alleghany.” 

‘Resolved, That should the United States select the wat ra of 
the said river for the establishment of their Amory, then there 
is hereby granted to the United States the privilege of using the 
surplus waters of dam number five, at the west side of said dam, 
provided the same can be done without injury to the canal 
navigation,” 

“Resolwed, That the Governor he requested to communicate 
the foregoing resolutions to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress.” 

Signed by the Speakers of both Houses and approved by the 
Governor. 

The Committee on Military Affairs having already reported 
on the subject, the resolutions were read and laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the representatives 
of Margaret ‘Thompson, praying confirmation of title to a tract 
of land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Maine, m umber twenty-six, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, and that the slave trade be- 
tween the States may he abolished. The petitioners state that 
it is their intention to petition Congress on these subjects year- 
ly ull they accomplish their object. 

_ On motion of Mr. WALKER, the motion to receive this peti- 
tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS prevented three petitions from Ohio on the 
same subject, and the motion to receive them was also laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MORRIS prevented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Ohio in opposition to the annexation of Texas to the Union: 
read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table, 

Mr. BUCIIANAN, from the committee of conference, ap- 
pointed yesterday by the Senate, on the disagreeing vote of 
the two E¥ouscs on the Senate’s third amendment to the Neu- 
trality bill, reported that the joint committees had agreed to re- 
commend for the adoption of their respective Houses the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the second section of the 
bill, with the following amendment, to wit: insert after the 
word “whatsoever? the following words: “or with any other 
trade,” so as to make the proviso read as follows: “Provided, 
That notbing in this act contained shall be construed to extend 
to, or interfere with, any trade in arms or munitions of war, 
conducted in vessels by sea, wath any foreign port or place 
whatsoever, or with any other trade which might have been 
lawfully carried on before the passage of this act under the 
law of nations, and the provisions of the act hereby amended.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill thus amended sent 
to the other House. 

Mr. KING presented several papers from Mobile, with certi- 
fied copies of the costs incurred in the renewal of duty bonds 
at that port; which were referred to the Committee on Finance, 
who were charged with the consideration of:the subject by a 
resolution adopted on motion ef Mr. K. the other day. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted a resolution calling for all the papers 


Mr. BENTON submitted the fllewing resolution: - 


Resalwed, That the Secretary of State be directed tó commu- 


nicate to the Senate all the information and correspondence in 
his office relative to the project of publishing a documentary 
history of the American Revolution, with a statement of ail 


appropriations and expenditures for that work, and an estimate ` 


of all further appropriations.to be required therefor to suppl 
the 2igt and. 22d Congresses, arid also io supply the new Tae 
bers of the 23d, 24th, and 25th Congresses, . Peo 
Mr. BENTON said his object.in making the’ proposed in- 
quiry was occasioned by a letter found that morning on his desk 
from the Secretary of State, informing him thatthe first volume 
of the fourth series of the documentary history of the American 
Revolution, published under the act of Congress of 1833, had 
been forwarded, and requesting an acknowledgment of its re- 


ceipt, Mr. B. said it was well known that he had,’on former - 


occasions, made the most strenuous exertions to stop appropria- 
tions for works that appeared to have no limit, and for which a 
former Secretary of the Scnate had considered himself eativied 
to thanks for reducing some four or five hundred thousand (ol. 
lars less than was originally contemplated by the parties. He 
thought the whole matter had long since been done with, and 
the appropriations stopped. His memory, however, it ap- 
peared, had deceived him.. Who could say where this expen- 
diture was to stop? Mightnot the new members of all succeed- 
ing Congresses demand their books of the same kind?,. Mr. B. 
denounced the whole proceeding as the most extraordinary 
piece of extravagance that was ever imposed on the Govern- 
ment or the people. The original proposition had been pushed 
through no one knew how; and it was,upon the whole, one of the 
most wasteful pieces ofextravagance that ever came within his 
knowledg. ; notwithstanding which, it appeared still to be going 
on, and the object he had iu view was to place all the necessary 
information before the Senate, in order that a check should be 
put to such proceedings. Mr. B. said he had always been op- 
posed to purchasing books forthe use of members, and the 
course he should feel bound to pursue would be to send back 
the volume to the squrce from whence it was derived. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he hada very general and indistinct re- 
collection of, what had occurred heretofore on this subject. 
He remembered that his impressions were decidedly. against 
the Whole affair, and he thought. that no. appropriation was 
made, 
similar to that received by the Senator from Missouri, and that, 
with his impressions, he could not receive the work, but would 
be compelled to return it. . 

Mr. KING said that this was a case which had occupied the 
attention of the Senate several years ago. It was certainly a 
very extraordinary arrangement of the Secretary of State, under 
which this work was first.commenced, and. it turned out that 
this contract would involve an expense that no man could esti- 
mate. Millions might be expended under it before they couid 
see the end of it.” ‘he Senate took the matter up, and referred 
it to a committee, who reported on it. Jt was then proposed 
that the contract should undergo a revision by the Secretary of 
State, for the purpose of receiving proposals from the contrac- 
tors to bring the contract within some reasonable bounds. A 
proposition was accordingly made by them, and after it a law 
was passed to authorize the continuation of the work to a cer- 
tain extent. : 

(Mr. K. here read the law, and explained the terms on which 
the work was allowed to be printed. ] 

Mr. K. said that though he was of opinion that this contract 
wasa most improper one in the beginning, and was made with 
an. intention to deceive, and though heand some of his friends 
did all that they could to stop it, yet, as Congress hud taken the 
matter up anit passed this law, they were obliged to go-on with 
it, unless some mode could be devised of getting rid-of it with- 
out injury to the individuals. Let us (said he) pay these men 
liberally for what they have done, and stop the expenditure 

‘which they could not tell how far it would extend. Let us, 
(said he) instead of buying these expensive works for ourselves 
out-of the money. of the people, buy them, if we must have 
them, out. of ovr own money.. Mr. K. said he was opposed 

` now, as he had.zlways been, to the purchasing of books to be 
given out to members of Congress, though he did not think the 
measure now proposed was the right way to stop it. 

Mr. DAVIS would not undertake to pronounce upon the me- 
rits of the present volume, because he did not know of what it 
consisted; but he happened to see some of the sheets of the 
other volumes, and as a work of decumentary history, he would 
say itwas invaluable, and was a work that cowd not have 
yeached the public under any other agency than that of the Go- 
vernment. From his knowledge ofthe Senator from Missouri, 
he should consider him deeply interested in the events treated 
of in these books. He-did not koow what the original proceed- 
ings were; he ‘spoke only-of the excellence of the work, 

Mr. BENTON said that he did not know how he could arrest 
the distribution of this work, tiilhe could get the information 
to enable the Senate to.act. His present application was for 
information, and on that informauon, the Senate would know 


what todo. As to himself, his course would be to send back- 


the book to the Secretary of State. ches 
Mr. B. then, at the suggestion of a gentleman near him, [Mr. 
King, } modified his resolution, so-as to require the Secretary 
to siop the distribution of the work until the information was 
furnished and acted on. 
The resolution thus modified, was adopted. F 
Mr. SWIET submitted a resolution directing the Committee 


on Manufactures to inquire into the expediency of repealing.. 


‘the duty ow planks, boards, and scantlings, which was adopted: 

Mr. KING. submitted the foljowing resolution; which was 
considered and adopted: ` ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay be- 
fore the Senate, so much of the correspondence between the Go- 
vernor.of Alabama and said ‘Department, in March and April, 
1836, including letters or extracts from them, as had reference 
to the probable danger: ‘of hostilities. from a, poruon of the 
Creek tribe of Indians: >>> ee eae , 

Mr. WALE submiticd the following vesolution; which was 
considered, and adopted: eens s 

oel What the Committee on the Post Office and Port 
Roads be instructed to- inquire into the expediency of esta- 

; blishing.a mail route from New Brunswick to _Flemington, via 
Milestone, in New Jersey: g : 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
withoutamendment, the bill from the House, making appro- 

riations for the paynient of the Revolutionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United States, for the year 1838. 


eht hotises, etc. whieh : 


„sider the amendment submitted by him yesterday to the sixty- 


All he had now to say, was that he had received a letter- |. 


_ Joseph Nibert, deceased. 


‘articles contraband of war. 
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‘Also; without amendment, the bill to provide for persons, 


‘disahled by known wounds, received in the Revolutionary war. - 


The bill from the House to continue in: force the’ act therein 
mentioned, relating to the port of Baltimore, was read twice, 
and referred. : 


Thé amendment of the House to the Senate’s bill to change © 


the times of holding the courts of the United States for the 7th 
cirenit, was considered, and concurred in. bg 
. The Senatethen took up -the Independent. Treasury bill, as 


-the special order; when, ~- 


Mr. PRESTON, by consent of the Senate, withdrew that 
part of his amendment, which committed the selection of the 
twenty-five deposite banks to the Legislatures of the States. 


- The question being taken on the amendment thus modified, É 


it was rejected—yeas 19, nays 32, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Davis, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, . 


Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tali- 
madge. Tipton, Webster, and White—19. 

WAYS—Mesars. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay. of Alabama, Ciayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
hard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Moris, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Wiliams, Wright 
and Young+-82_ - 

Mr. BAYARD then, who avas-entitled to the floor, addressed 
the Senate in aspeech of great length, in opposition to the bill, 
aod at near six o’clock, without having concluded, gave way to 
adjourn. 

On. motion of Mr, WRIGHT, 

‘The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 9, 1838. 
My. BRIGGS asked leave of the House to take up and con- 


third rule of the Fouse, as printed in the Globe of last evening, 
but the motion to suspend the rules for that purpose did not pre- 
vail, only 5) voting in the affirmative. k 
Roports from committees were called for. 
‘ >  GLAINS. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for the relicf of 
Josias Thomas, N ~ Los i 
COMMERCE. 
Mr. PHILLIPS reported a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of War for a copy of the report and survey ef the harbor 
at Lynn, Massachusetis, recently completed under the direction 
of the War Department; which was concurred in. 
PUBLIC LANDS. . 
Mr. CASEY reported Senate bill, without amendment, to 
establish two additional land offices in that partof Wisconsin 
Territory, lying west of the river Mississippi. 
Mr. YELL reported Senate bill, with an amendment, grant- 


ing the right of pre-emption to the county of Kalamazoa, in 
State of Michigan, to a section of land, and for otber pur- 


Uses. 

l Mr. Y. also reported a bill for the relief of William Marcus 
of Arkansas., 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill making appropriation for the 

support of the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia. 

$ JUDICIARY. i 

Mr. THOMAS reported Senate bill, without amendment, for 

the relief of William Ti. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. 

W. Simonton. 3 j 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 

Mr. CHEATHAM reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 


Mr. CALHOON of Massachusetts reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph Pierce and others. ~- "ẹ 
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported Senate biil, with an amendment, for the 
relief of John Spitfathom. 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked leave to offer a resolution changing 
the daily tour of meeting to 11 o’clock, a.m. anid called for the 
yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the rule for the purpose; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 59, nays 95. 

So the House vefused to suspend the rule. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY the Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from the further consideration ofan Executive 
Message. aud sundry memorials on the subject of a ‘National 
Foundry, and the same were referred to the select commi.tee 
raised thereon. ` 

NEUTRAL LAWS. ` wo 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the House take up the report of 
the Committee of Conference, on the disagreeing votcs of the 
two Louses in relation to one of the amendments to ibe bill 
amendatory of our neutral laws; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. explained tie object of the amendment, (which is 
givon in the Senate proceedings,) and stated that the conferees 
of both Houses were unanimous, and the Senate bad already 
concurred in its part, and, after some further discussion between 
Messrs. HOWARD, FILLMORE, CUSHING, TILLING- 
HAST, ADAMS, HOLSEY and CORWIN, 

_ Mr. HAY NES said, if he was capable of understanding the 
importof plain language, and, without pretending to scholar- 
ship, he had endeavored to understand his own Janguage, there 
could be no doubtor ambiguity in the report, of the Committee 
of Conference. It was true that there was some -circuity, 
some circumlocution, in the phraseology of the report, but he 
would not quarrel about words and phrases with any gentlo- 
man who-might, through the channel. not most acceptable to 
himself, arrive at. his own conclusion. The amendment 
proposed authorizes such trade hy sea as is authorized by the 
taw ofnations and existing treaties, and goes on to give permis- 
sion for carrying on all other trade equally authorized by ex- 
isting treaties or the Jaws of nations. Certainty the 
trade by land was embraced by the broad. terms “all 
other trade,”..as contained. in the amendment reported 
and recommended to our concurrence by the Committee of Con- 
ference. Wehad heard much about the neutral rightto trade in 
icles: ‘ That point was not necessarily in- 
volved in the question now under consideration, but he begged 
leave to say, that such right stood, by the principles of national. 
law, upon a very different foundation. from that upon which 

gentlemen had attempted-to place it. Siz, it was nothing more 

nox less than. permission. to the citizens or subjects of a neutral 

nation to run the gauntlet with contraband articles, subject: to 

capture by the antagonist .belligerant. as. lawful “prize: . The 


whole extent of the right contended “for is, that. theat- 


tempt of a citizen or subject of a neutral: power to’ carry 
on contraband trade, shall not be cause of. war. against 
the “nation-io which he belongs. In Yact, the aileged 
neutral right to trade in contraband stood<upon no beiter 
‘footing. than the right to smuggle. The smuggler runs 
the gauntlet in his attempt to violate the commercial regulations 
of another country, subjecting his commodites to be made, law- 
ful prize, if captured; and the. nation to which he belongs shail 
not be considered as. fumishing lawful cause of war by the 
illegal traffic ofits citizen or subject. The right was not xo» 
tional in any aspectin either. case, except so far, that neither 


_the attempt ofa neutral citizen or subject to carry-on. contra- 


band trade witha belligerant, nor in any case an attempt to 
smuggle, shall be lawful cause- of. war against: the nation, 
whose citizen or subject should engage in either of them. 
$ Mr: Hiden: called for the yeas and gays, which were 
ordered. X 

Mr. McKIM then moved the previous question on concurring 
inthe report of the Committee of Conferees, which was se- 
conded—ayes 78, noes 44, and the main: question was ordered 
withouta count. à 

The question was then taken, \and decided in the affirmative 
yeas 105, nays 51. i 

So the report of the Committee of Conference was concurred 


zin by the House, and the bill, therefore, finally passed, the 


Honte having been already. notified that the Senate had con- 
curred. 

The Yiouse then passed to the— 

l PRIVATE ORDERS. ` 

The first question in order was the motion made on a former 
day, by Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, to reconsider the 
“bill for the reliefof the heirs of Robert Fulton.” 

After a few remarks by Mr. THOMPSON cf South Caroli- 
na, McCLELLAN of New York, RANDOLPH, WHITTLE- 
SEY of Ohio, CRAIG, WHITTLESEY- of Connecticut; and 
CHAMBRBRS, ; : 

Mr CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nayson the question 
of reconsideration, which were ordered; but, without taking the 
question, 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

The House adjourned. 


; IN. SENATE, : i 
SARA Fripay, March 9, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presentéd fourteen memorials, signed by a 
very Jarge number of the citizens of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, requesting Congress to establish a Dry Dock in 
the Navy Yard at Philadelphia; and also a communication on 
he cathe subject from Commodore Stewart and Captain Henry 
of the Navy. N ; oe 

Mr. B. said that the character. of the Commodore, asa brave 
and skilful officer, was known to the whole country; but it might 
not be so well known, that he was peculiarly distinguished 
for that strong, practical, common sense, Without which no man 
was fit for the important business of public life, and for the 
ability and skill with which he applied this talent to every subject 
connected with hisprofession. ìt was this circumstance which 
gaye great value to his recommendations; and the paper itsels, 
presented on its face, abundant evidence that he had formed 
a correct estimate ofthe Commodore’s character, Iit should 
produce the game impression upon other Senators which it had 
done on-himself, the object of the memorialists cout! not tail to 
be accomplished. _ Ivestablished the necessity, in time of war, 
considering our extended maritime frontier, of having at least 
six or eight dry docks, in order to render our navy efficient and 
secure, instead of the two which already existed at Charlestown 
in Massachusetts, and Gosport, in Virginia. k demonstrated 
the greatsuperiority of what was called the lack dock, over the 
simple orsingle dry dock, such as the two already established; 
and thatthe navy yard at Philadelphia was peculiarly calcula- 
ted to introduce this improvement, on account ofthe abundant 
supply of water, from a sufficient elevation, which could be ob- 
tained by means of the Schuyikill water works; that whilst the 
position of this navy yard was safficiently remote from the 
ocean to render vessels perfectly secure from hostile attack, it 
was sufficiently near, by the use of steam tow-boats, for every 
practical purpose; and that another great advantage would be, 
that vessels lying there in ordinary would be free from the cor- 
roding effects of sea water on the copper of their bottoms, aud 
from barnacles and other substances which adhered to them, 
and did them great injury. A very strong case was mentioned. 
to prove this position., It had been necessary to send the Ohio, 
which had lain in ordinary for some time at the navy yard in 
New York, round to Charlestown, “to be docked and newly 
coppered, it having been found thatthe salines of the water had 
literally eatén the copper off her,bottom.” 

Ke moved that the memorials, together with the accompany- 
ing communication, be. referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and that the communication be printed; which was or. 
dered accoritingly, 

Mr, WILLIAMS presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Rockingham, Windham county, Verment, praying Congress 
to pass a law to suppress dueling: read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. i n 

Mr. MeKEAN presented the potition of Ann, widow of 
George Wunder of Philadelphia, praying that the pension al- 


“lowed to her late husband may be continued to her: referred to 


the Committee on Pensions. : 

Mr. BENTON presented the. petition of Joha M. Jacocks, 
praying for arrears of salary as inspector of the customs: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. : et 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee.on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred a resolution of the Senate on the sub- 
ject, reported a bill to reorganize the district Courts of the 
Tinited States in the State of Mississippi; which was read, and 
ordered to a second. reading... -. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the-Senate went into the con- 
sideration of Executive business, and after spending a short 


| time therein, the doors were opened, when 


The following resolution; submitted some days since by Mr, 
WRIGHT, wastaken up, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of 
War, of the Navy, the Postmaster. General, and the Attorney 
General, beseverally requested to report to the Senate— 

1: The number of clerks employedin their respective Depart- 
ments, and i thé several bureaus connected with, or altache.t 
thereto, designating: the number of clerkg in each Department 
and bureau.} f s 

2. Tne various fates of compensation paid to clerks, and the 
number-of clerks in each Department and bureau, at each given 


“Fate ofcom pensation. 


3.: The classification of the clerks as nearly as they may be 
able, in reference to the character of the labor to be performed, 
the care and responsibility imposed, the qualifications required, 
and the relative value to the public of the services of each 
class as compared with others; and especially .whether, as the 
clerks are now paid, there be inequalities of compensation 


among clerks performing the same class. of duties; and 


whether there be now classes of clerksreceiving different rates 
of compensation where the duties performed are substantially 
equal. in all the considerations which should govern ‘the com- 
pensation. d : 

4, Such changes and improvements in the classification of the 
clerks in the respective departments and bureaus, in reference 
to compensation, as justice to the clerks, and the interests of the 
public sérvice, may seem to themtorequire. > ` 

Resolved, Thatthe headsof the several departments above 
named, be requested to consult together, to compare the duties 
and rates of compensation of the clerks employed in each, and 
in the bureaus connected with or attached to each, with the 
others, and to make their suggestions. and recommendations 
under the fourth sub-division of the preceding resolution, so 


far as they may be able, suchas will secure a just equality of 


compensation, compared with the services required, not only 
among the clerks -in each Department, and the bureaus thereof, 
but among the clerks inall the Departments‘andall the bureaus. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill from the House, making 
appropriations for the payment ofthe Revolutionary and other 
pensioners of-the United Siates, was taken up, and read the 
third. time, and passed. i 

The report of the Committee on Claims, unfavorable to the 
peiition of the legal representatives of George D. Mitchell, was 
considered, and coneurred in. : 

_ The resolution ‘submitted the other day by Mr. NILES, cal 
ling for any correspondence that may have taken place between 
the Tieasury and Post Office Departments, and the Bank of the 
Metropolis, was taken up; and after being amended on motion 
of Mr. TALLMADGE, was agreed to. y 

Mr. RIVES presented certain resolutions, signed by T. Smith, 
Chairman, and Wm. B. Benedict, Secretary, (of what meeting 
is not stated,) in favor of the’passrge of a law to suppress duel- 
ling: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill; when i 

Mr. BAYARD, who had the floor, concluded his speech in 
opposition to the measure. 

Mr.MORRIS then addressed the Senate at length,and ina most 
powerful and eloquent argument, supported the principal fea. 
tures of the bill, and showed to what part of it he ehjected; af- 
ter which, 

On motion ef Mr, CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Sarurpay, March 10, 1838. 
Reports from committees were called for. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Ball. ` 


PATENTS. 
Mr: FLETCHER of Vermont, reported a bill 
for the relief of John Blanc. 
Also, a bill to renew the patent right of William 
Perkins. : 
Also, a bill for the relief of Stephen S. W. 
Douglas. 4 


JUDICIARY. - 
Mr: MARTIN reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, to change the times of holding the 
circuit courts of the United States in the 9th cir- 
cuit; which, after a few words of explanation 
from Mr. M. was concurred in. : 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading; read 

a third time and passed. 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. . 

Mr. COLES made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Jacob Brown. mA 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state ot the Union, Mr. McKay inathe chair, on the 
bill to restore certain jurisdiction to the District 
Courts of the western district of Virginia. 

Mr. GARLAND briefly explained the objects of 
the bill, and the necessity of its immediate passage 
so as to transfer. the causes in time for the supreme 
terms. f 

Mr. BEIRNE opposed the bill, which, he con- 
tended, had not been called for by the people of West- 
ern Virginia, and could only benefit the members 
of the bar. The people had not asked for the re- 
peal of the bill of last Congress, and he hoped it 
would at least have a fair trial, for which there had 

_ not been, as yet, sufficient time. Mr. B. moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. _ 

Mr. GARLAND rejoined, and said the people 
of all Western Virginia were greatly inconveni- 
enced by the law of the last session; a law which 
had been passed for the benefit of the lawyers, and 
to concentrate all the business at Louisburg. As 
a proof-that the people were in favor of the repeal 
uf that law, he mentioned the fact that every mem- 
ber from Western Virginia was its advocate, except 
his honorable colleague who had just sat down, and 


he was truly representing the interests of his dis- 
trict, in which Louisburg was comprised. 2 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia went into a detailed 
statement of the inconveniencies arising out of the 
passage of the fornier law, and was followed on the 
same side by ; 5 : 

Mr. CRAIG, who gave notice of some amend- 
ment he intended to move to the bill, to provide for 
some particular cases, as was understood, not em- 
braced in the old act proposed to be restored by the 
repeal of the last. : i 

Mr. HOPKINS described the effect of the last 
bill, which was to concentrate all the business of 
Western Virginia at Louisburg, and stated that, in 
the district he had the honor to represent, he did not 
believe there was a solitary individual who did not 
desire its repeal. : 

Mr. H. added that he had no desire to take from 
Louisburg the courts originally held there under 
the original law, nor did the bill contemplate their 
abolition, or the slightest interference with them, 
other than that of restoring them to their original 
condition and jurisdiction. 

The same concurrence in the present bill was 
expressed by Mr. Moraan and Mr. Srewarr, and 
after some remarks in reply by Mr. Beirne on 
taking the question, the ayes were 11, noes 50; no 

quorum. -The committee rose, and reported that 
fact to the House. 


Mr. CUSHMAN moved a call of the House, 
which was erdered, and proceeded in for some 
time; when, 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
SATURDAY, March 10, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
commissioners of the Girard estate, om behalf of 
the city of Philadelphia, setting forth that the city 
of Philadelphia, under the will of the late Stephen 
Girard, is the owner of a large tract of land in 
the State of Louisiana, held under the Spanish 
grant, and praying Congress to pass an act au- 
thorizing the ascertainment of the validity of the 
title as against the United States, by proeeding in 


Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of E. 
Littel, a citizen of Philadelphia, on the subject of 
the currency. . The petitioner, Mr. B. said, recom- 
mended an increase of the present capital of. the 
the Philadelphia Bank of the United States thirty- 
five millions, making it seventy millions.’ He re- 
commended that this increase be furnished by the 
several States, in proportion to their representation 
in Congress; the United States to draw drafts on 
the same, in sums of from five dollars up to’ $1,000, 
endorsed by the several States, to become the cir- 
culation of the country; that after the expiration 
of the charters of the present banks, that the capi- 
tal cf the bank of the United States shall be in- 
creased to one hundred and fifty millions; and after- 
wards an increase of two per cent. yearly. The 
memorial, Mr. B. said, was ably and ingeniously 
drawn up, but he confessed, that it had failed to 
produce conviction in his mind; but, as he thought it 
fair the petitioner. should have an opportunity of 
conveying his. sentiments to the public, he would 
move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Finance, end printed. 

Mr. KING presented several certified statements 
of costs, incurred by certain merchants of Mobile, 
in the renewal of duly bonds; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER presented two memorials from 
the Legislature of Mississippi, one praying for the 
establishment of a new post route, the other for 
the passage of a law, granting pre-emptions to the 
settlers on the Choctaw purchase, both of which 
were appropriately referred, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Nancy Collins. 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Brahan; which was twice 
read and referred. - 

The following bills were severally read the se- 


such court as Congress may select: referred to the | 


co 
Whole; and'ordered:: 
The bill for the reli 


min H. Mackall. ~ R 
The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubriek. 
‘The bill for the relief of James Baker... : 
The bill to establish an additional Land Districy’ 

in Alabama. . a 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of David Cald- 

well, deceased won a Lede 
The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Wavy: 

to purchase a tract of land adjoining the Navy Yard 

at Boston. : : ay 
‘The bill for the relief of Archibald Sneed. h 
The bill for the relief-of the legal representatives 

of Daniel Duvall. ` pi 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 

of John Brooks. carey i a 
The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel 


ay. ; 
The bill to grant to States and incorporated 
companies, engaged in the construction ‘of roads 
and canals, the right of way through the public 
lands. . - ae 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives . 
of John Adams, was indefinitely postponed... 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of thé 
Independent Treasury bill as the special order, and,” 
after a debate in which Messrs. CALHOUN, 
CLAY, and PRESTON took part, eo 
The Senate adjourned. ~ i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, > 
Monpay, March 12, 1838. = o7) 
Petitions and memorials were called for, under 
the rule, in the order of States and Territories, 
commencing at the point left off on Monday, as 
‘follows: i ee a 


VIRGINIA. | eee 
BY Messrs. MERCER, HOPKINS, and MOR- 
GAN. ile A 
MARYLAND, . 


HOWARD, of Maryland. > 

[Mr. McKim presented the following, viz: A Ye- 
solution of the Mayor and City Council of Balti- 
more, praying that an appropriation be made for: 
the building of a small pox hospital, or other con- 
tagious disorders, at the Lazaretto, near Baltimore: 
Memorial of the Board of Trade of the city of Bal- 
timore, praying relief for spoliations committed on 
the commerce of the United Siates prior to the year 
1800. The memorial of John C. Ely, praying com-* 
pensation for having raised a vessel sunk in ‘the. 
ship channel to the port of Baltimore. The memorial 
ofa number of merchants, praying that J. C. Ely may 
be compensated for having raised a sunken. vessel. 
The petition of Martha Lamore, praying for a pen- 
sion in consequence of her father being a soldier of 
the Revolution, and killed in war with the Indians 
in 1791. The memorial of Thomas: B. Dorsey 
and others, recommending to the consideration of 
Congress a location at the village of Uchester, on. 
the Falls of the Patapsco, for a national foundry.] 

-DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. 

. PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. MATTHIAS MORRIS, TOLAND, 
HENRY, McKENNAN, PAYNTER, PLUM ER, 
POTTER, HAMMOND, BEATTY, WAGE- 
NER, SERGEANT, OGLE, HUBLEY, KLIN- 
GENSMITH, SHEFFER, S. W. MORRIS, and 
BIDDLE. f 

[Mr. S. W. Morris. presented the petition of 
Samuel Tubbs and others, sufferers at Wyoming. 
Also, a document relative to the claim of Ethan 
Eddy. Also, a petition from citizens of McKean 
county, for a post road from Sweden to Harrison 
Valley post office, in said county.] i 

[Mr. M. Morris presented four petitions from eiti- 
zens of Backs county, Pennsylvania, rémonstrating: 
- against the annexation of Texas to the United States; == 

one signed by 32, another by*33, another by 42, and 
another by 45 persons. Also, the petition of 50 in“ 
habitants of the same county, asking that the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the 21st 
of December, 1837, directing that all papers relating 


Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, JENIFER, and 


to slavery shall be laid upon the table 
ing, be immediately rescinded.) ~~ es 

(Mr. Buavry * presented-a petition” from ‘the citi- 
zens of Armstrong country, for the improvement of 
the Alleghany river forsteamboat navigation. Also, 
one from the citizens of Armstrong county, praying 
for the establishing of’a road therein mentioned. 
Also, the petition:of a number of citizens of Butler 
county, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas.} 

{Mr. Surrrer presented the petition and docu- 
ments of John McCarty, a soldier of the late war, 
praying for a pension: moved that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

{Mr. Prumer presented two petitions for an 
appropriation to improve the Alleghany river from 
Pittsburg to Olean: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. Also, a petition for an appro- 
priation to contruct a harbor at Milwaukee, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. Also, two petitions numerously 
signed by citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, re- 
Monstrating against the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at Cleveland, and setting forth that the medi- 
cal-board, appointed to make examination on the 
southern shore of Lake Erie, with a view of se- 
lecting the most suitable site for the erection of a 
marine hospital, had limited their examination to 
one.or two places, and that they had entirely over- 
looked the town of Erie, one of the most important 
points on the Lake, situated on one of the best har- 
bors, and the only place where a fleet could be 
safely built, or a naval depot established, and ask 
that anew board might be appointed to make a 
more impartial examination: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce.] 

{Mr. Henry presented the petition of the heirs 
of Robert Vance, deceased, who served asa cap- 
tain in the Virginia line, in the Revolutionary war, 
form 1776 to the end of the war, praying for com- 
mutation pay and interest on the same, to which 
their father was entitled, under the resolutions of 
Congress on that subject: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Also, petition of a 
number of the citizens of Mercer county, Pennsyl- 
vania, for a post route from New Castle, through 
New Castle, through Pulaski, &c. to Meadeville, 
in Crawford county: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the petition 
of a number of the citizens of Beaver and Mercer, 
counties, praying for a stage coach mail route 
twice a week from New Lisbon, Ohio, to Fairfield, 
Unity, Petersburg, and Mount Jackson, to New 
Castle: referred to same committee. . Also, the 
petition of a number of the citizens of Portage and 
Cuyahoga counties, praying for the repeal of part 
of section No..11 of the law, regulating the post 
office establishment, that makes it the duty of the 
postmasters to deliver letters and papers every day of 
the week: referred to same committee. Mr. H. also, 
presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, instructing their Senators, and re- 
questing their Representatives in Congress to vote 
and use their influence for the postponement of the 
Sub-Treasury bili, or any other acts of a similar 
character; and also, resolutions accompanying the 
same, passed by the Senate of Penasylvania, on 
the same subject. On motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union, to 
which the same subject is referred, and that they be 
referred.] 


hout read- 


NEW JERSEY. 


Messrs. HALSTEAD, RANDOLPH, YORKE, - 


and AYCRIGG. 
NEW YORK. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, BRONSON, PECK, 
CLARK, BIRDSALL, DE GRAFF, GALLUP, 
GRAY, RUSSELL, GRANT, SIBLEY, HOFF- 
MAM, . CURTIS, MARVIN, FILLMORE, 
MITCHELL, McCLELLAN, MOORE, PAR- 
KER, VANDERVEER, ANDREWS, KEMBLE, 
JONES, PRATT, TAYLOR, TITUS, LOOMIS, 
BRODHEAD, EDWARDS, JACKSON, PAL- 
MER, SPENCER, and PATTERSON. A 

[Mr. Bronson presen@d the following, viz: joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of New 
York, in relation to. the survey of the northern and 
western lakes and rivers, and the improvement of the 
harbors thereon. Resolutions of the Assembly of the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


State of New, against the Independent Treasury Bill. 
Resolutions of the: New York State Agricultural 
Convention, in relation to the introduction of fo- 
reign seeds and plants. Petition of seventy-six citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, New York, in favor of 
the construction of the Niagara ship cana]. Peti- 
tion of fifty-five inhabitants of New. Haven, 
Oswego: county, New York, in favor of repairing 
and rebuilding the mililary positions at Oswego, 
New York. ‘Petition of William Tryon of Sackets 
Harbor, New York, for compensation for property 
lostin 1814, by reason of the occupation of his pre- 
mises by the United States troops.] . 

{Mr. Drcrarr presented the petition fora mail 
route from the city of Schenectady to Braman’s 
Corners, in Duanesburg. Resolutions from the 
popular branch of the Legislature of New York 
against separating the Government from the banks. ] 

[Mr. CamsreLEeNnc presented the memorial of 
one hundred and eight citizens of the village of Os- 
wego, in the State of New York, praying an inqui- 
ry into the expediency of repairing and arming the 
military positions at Oswego.] 

[Mr. Spencer presented the memorial of thirty- 
nine inhabitants of the county of Oswego, New 
York, praying that the military positions at Oswego 
village be repaired and armed.] 

(Mr. Parker presented the petition of Platt Pel- 
ton and 47 other citizens of Sullivan county, New 
York, praying for the expulsion of those members 
of the House of Representatives connected with the 
duel that caused the death of the. Hon. Jonathan 
Cilley: referred to the Select. Committee on that 
subject.] 

[1. Mr. RusseLL presented the petition of Mons 
Robertson and 95 other electors of the county of 
Washington and State of New York, praying a 
revision of the laws of the United States, regula- 
ting the naturalization of foreigners. 

2. Also, certain memorials and resolutions of 
the house of Assembly of the State of New York, 
prohibiting against the passage of the bill now 
pending before Congress to impose additional du- 
ties, as depositaries, upon certain public officers to 
appoint receivers general of the public money, 
and to regulate the safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public moneys of the United 
States; which, on motion of Mr. RusseLt, were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to which the said bill had been‘re- 
ferred. f 

3. Also, the concurrent resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York, askmg for the 
enactment ofa law at the present session of Con- 
gress, directing a survey of the waters of the north- 
ern and western lakes, and for the improvement 
of the harbors on said lakes, and for making a 
chart of said lakes, so as render safe and commo- 
dious the extensive and rapidly increasing com- 
merce thereon; which, on, motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

4. Also, the petition of Isaac W. Thompson and 
other citizens of the county of Washington, and 
State of New York, praying the establishment of 
a new mail route from Granville to Whitehall, in 
the county of Washington. 

5. Also, the petition of Andrew Martin and 61 
other citizens of the said county and State, praying 
the House of Representatives of the United States 
forthwith to rescind a resolution entered on their 
journals on the 21st of Dec. 1837, by which certain 
petitions were ordered to be Jaid on the table with- 
out being debated, printed, read, or referred, and 
declaring that no further action whatsoever should 
be had thereon; said resolution being in direct vio- 
lation of that provision in the Constitation of the 
United States-which secures to the people the right 
of petition and the freedom of debate and the press. 

6. Also, the petition of David Gordon, and 128 
other citizens of the said county of Washington 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries of the United States. — a 

7. Also, the petinon of John R. Law, Ezekiel 
Clark, and 127 other citizens of the said county of 
Washington, for the like purpose. : 

8. Also, the petition of John S. Smith, and 147 
other inhabitants of the city of Albany, in the State 
of New York, forthe same purpose © - 


“constitution tolerates domestic - slavery. 


9. Also, the petition of Mrs. S. J: Penniman and 


‘170 other ladies of the said city of Albany, for the 


like purpose. ` a f 
10. Also, the remonstrance of Daniel Valentine 
and 48 other citizens of said county of Washing- 
ton, against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. Se fae 
` 11. Also the remonstrance of Jehiel Dayton and 
86 other electors of the town of Granville, in said 
county of Washington, for the like purpose. 

12. Also, a like remonstrance, purporting to 
have been signed by Ruth P. Worthington and 21 
other females of the same place. 

13. Also, the remonstrance of Zachius Waldo 
and 89 other electors of said town of Granville 
against the admission of any new State into the 
Union whose Constitution tolerates domestic'slave- 
ry; also, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia and in Florida, and so to re- 
gulate commerce between the several States as to 
prevent the traffic in slaves being carried. on be- 
tween them. ` 

14. Also, a like remonstrance, and petition for 
the like purposes, puporting to be signed by E. 
Shumway and 9 other women of the same. place. 

15. Also, the remonstrance of A. B. McDowal 
and 139 other citizens of Albany aforesaid, for the 
like purpose. 

16. Also, the remonstrance of Joseph Hawley, 
John T. Law, and 228 other citizens of the town 
of Salem, in said county of Washington, against 
the admission of any new State into the Union 
whose constitution tolerates domestic slavery. 

17. Also, the remonstrance of Mrs. R. Winslow 
and 179 other ladies of the said city of Albany, 
against the admission of any new State under like 
circumstances. ig A ` 

18. Also, the petition of John Moodie, Leonard 
Church, and 229 other citizens of said county of 
Washington, praying Congress so to regulate com- 
merce between the several States as to prohibit the 
slave trade which is now carried on between them. 

19. Also, the petition’ of Mrs. M. L. De Graff 
and 170 other ladies of the’said city of Albany, for 
the like object. 

20. Also, the petition of D. B. Van Schom- 
broun and 48 other citizensof Aibany, for the like 
purpose. i i ` at: 

21. Also, the petition of James P. Miller and 96 
other citizens of the said county of Washington, 
praying a revision of the naturalization laws. 

22. Also, the remonstrance of Jesse Campbell 
and 291 other inhabitants of the county of Herki- 
mer, in the State of New York, against the annex 
ation of Texas to the United States.] 


[Mr. Grant presented the following petitions: 
The memorial of William Draper and two hun- 
dred and forty other inhabitants of the county of 
Oswego, in the State of New York, praying that 
the military positions at Oswego be repaired, and 
for the establishment of a military post at said vil- 
lage. The memorial of-one hundred and sixty- 
six citizens of the county of Niagara, in said State, 
praying for the construction of a ship and steam- 
boat canal around the falls of Niagara. The pe- 
titions of eighty-four inhabitants of the counties 
of Oswego and Onondaga, praying that mail route 
No. 801, be extended from Clay, in the county of 
Onondaga, to the village of Fulton, in Oswego 
county, via Phoenix, and that a mail be carried 
upon said route three times per week. The similar 
petition of seventy-three inhabitants of said. coun- 
ties for the same object. The like petition. of thirty- 
one inhabitans of Oswego county, for the same ob- 
ject. The following petitions, praying the esta- 
blishment of a daily mail. route from Oswego vil- 
lage, to Sackets Harbor, via, Port Ontario, viz: 
The petition of twenty-five inhabitants, residing 


upon the shores of Lake Ontario. The like of 27. 
The like , 


The like of 45 inhabitants. 
The petition of sixty-nine: citi- 


inhabitants. 
of 45 inhabitants. 


zens of Oswego, New. York, against the admission: 


of Texas into the Union. The like petition of nine 
inhabitants. The petition of fifty inhabitants of 
Oswego, praying the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. The peti- 
tion of 49 inhabitants of Oswego, against the ad- 
mission. of any-new State into the Union, whose 
The like 
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petition of 53 inhabitants of Constantine, in said 
State, for the same object. The like of 51 inhabi- 
tants of the same town, against the admission of 
Texas into the Union. The like of 47 inhabitants 
of same town, praying Congress so to regulate the 
commerce in slaves among the several States, that 
it may be immediately prohibited. The like peti- 
tion of 34 inhabitants of said town, praying the 
House of Representatives to rescind the resolution 
adopted by them on the 21st of December, 1837, 
respecting the petitions concerning slavery; which 
petition Mr. G. moved.to refer to a select com- 
mittee; but it was, by order of the House, laid on 
he table. : 

{Mr. Fittmore presented a memorial in relation 
to the loss of the Caroline, at Schlosser, which he 
moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. Howarp moved to refer it to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs; but, upon taking the question, 
they ayes were, first, 61 to 37; and, upon a second 
count, 68 to 41—no quorum. 

Mr, Perrixen moved a call of the House, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, as he said, because 
he wanted to see where the 10 o’clock men were. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were, 
yeas 102, nays 46. So the House determined that 
the call should be had; and, after the first name 
was called, on motion of Mr. Haynes, the further 
proceedings thereof were dispensed with. 

The question was then taken on the pending 
motion, and the memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, without a division. 

Mr. F. asked leave to take up the resolution 
offered by him, some time since, on the same sub- 
ject; but it was disagreed to.] 

{Mr. McCietian presented the petition of Jacob 
McGinnis, praying a pension for revolutionary 
services. Also, the like petition of George Warner. 
Also, the like petition of Nicholas Warner: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. Also, the petition of Maria Everett, widow 
of Jeremiah Everett, praying a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the 
petition of John Kline and Peter Kline, praying 
for the location of land under a land warrant, either 
in the State of Illinois or Wisconsin Territory : 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Also, the memorial of Cyrus Curtiss, Oliver Wis- 
wall, and others, of the city of Hudson, New York, 
remonstrating against the repeal of the duties on 
foreign tallow and olive oils: referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, Also, the petition of Peter 
Vrooman, asking the redemption of $1,400 of con- 
tinental money: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. Also, a memorial of John 
Adams, Abner Austin, Charles Sturtwart, and 
others, of Catskill, New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of an international copyright 
_ law: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.] 

{Mr. Tay.or presented the petition of Samuel 
Edwards, a soldier of the Revolution, for arrearage 
of pension, Also, the remonstrance of Vieat Car- 
penter and 33 other citizens of the town of De Witt, 
in the State of New York, against the annexation 
of Texas.] 

[Mr. AnDREws presented the petition of inhabit- 
ants of Steuben and Chemung counties, N. Y. fora 
mail route from Corning, Steuben county, to Head 
of Seneca Lake, Chemung county. Also, of 30 
citizens of Yates county, for the aboliuon of slavery 
in the District of Columbia.] 

(Mr. Jones of New York presented the preamble, 
resolutions, and protest of the House of Assembly 
of the State of New York, against the passage of 
the Independent Treasury bill by Congress. Also, 
concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York, in favor of appropriation by Congress for 
surveying certain western navigable lakes and ri- 
vers.] { 
[Mr. Tirus said he rose to offer some resolutions 
of the Assembly of the State of New York, which, 
having been several times presented this morning, 
he should not have again offered them, but in 
consequence of some remarks that had been made 
by one of his colleagues. The resolutions were 
against the passage of the Independent Treasury 
bill; and his colleague had taken the occasion to 
say that they-had passed the Assembly, which had 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


been elected since the Extra session of Congress, 
by a vote of 86 to 18, 

The Sreaxer informed Mr. T. that it was not in 
order to : f 

Mr. T. did not intend to violate the rules; but, 
as his colleague had given his explanation as an in- 
dication of the popular will of the State in relation 
to the resolutions, he wished to dissent emphatically 
from that opinion, and assure. his colleague and 
the House that the result of the elections now be- 
ing held in the State of New York, gave a certain 
indication that the Democracy of that State would 
resume its station among the Democracy of the 


Union.] 
VERMONT. 

Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, and ALLEN. 

[Mr. Frercuer presented the petition of J. H. 
Mulls and 15 others, citizens of Lemington, Essex 
county, Vermont, to rescind Mr. Patton's resolu- 
tion of the 21st of December last, Also, the peti- 
tion of Perry G. Hopkins, of Cabot, county of Ca- 
ledonia, State of Vermont, praying for remunera- 
tion on account of depreciation of continental mo- 
ney. Petition of Adin Bartlett, praying for increase 
of pension. Petition of Hazard Knowles, praying 
for a patent.] 

(Mr. AuLen presented the petition of Amos B. 
Cooper and 24 others, citizens of Richmond, in the 
county of Chittenden, Vermont, praying for the re- 
scinding of the resolution of the 21st of December 
last, against the reception of petitions on the sub- 
ject of slavery.] 


CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. INGHAM, HALEY, and WHIT- 
TLESEY. 

(Mr. Hauer presented the petition of Amy Wil- 
liams, whose father, Captain Amos Stanton, was 
slain at Fort Griswold, in Connecticut, by the 
British troops under the command of the traitor 
Arnold, on the 6th of September, 1781, praying to 
be placed on the pension roll. Also, the petition 
of ninety-one persons, inhabitants of Canterbury, 
in Windham county, Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia.] 

[Mr. WurrrLesey presented the petition of 57 
inhabitants of the town of Greenwich, Connecticut, 
praying Congress-to reject all proposals for the an- 
nexation of Texasto this Union. Also, the heirsof 
the late Captain Thomas Wooster, praying for 
Captain Thomas Wooster’s half pay for seven years, 
with interest. Also, the heirs of General David 
Wooster, for seven years’ half pay.] 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHAST. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Messrs. PHILLIPS, CUSHING, BRIGGS, 
REED, LINCOLN, CALHOON, BORDEN, 


TLASTINGS and ADAMS. 
© NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

Messrs. CUSHMAN, FARRINGTON, and J. 
W. WILLIAMS. 

[Mr J. W. Witttams of New Hampshire, pre- 
sented a petition of the citizens of Wisconsin S'er- 
ritory, and residents in the vicinity of Rock river, 
for the establishinent of a mailroute from Madison, 
in the Territory of Wisconsin, to Dixon’s Ferry, 
in the State of Ilinois, running on the east side of 

tock river. A petition for a post road from East 

Stewarision, New Hampshire, through Clarksville, 
College Grant, and Indiana stream. Petition of 
Joshua Bailey, for a pension for Revolutionary 
services. Petition of Jobn Shepard and others, for 
compensation for transporting the United States 
mail from Boston to Burlington.} 

[Mr. Cusuman moved the claims of the State 
of New Hampshire against the United States, for 
expenses incurred in maintaining the territorial 
jurisdiction of that State, be taken from the files of 
the House, and again referred tothe Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. Also the petition of Augustus 
Bradford, who was wounded in the battle with the 
Indians at Tippecanoe in 1811, praying for arrear- 
age of pension: referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. Petition of John Taylor,a Re- 
volutionary soldier, praying for an allowance of a 
pension from 1898 to 1816: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. - Petition of 
James Merrill, who was engaged in the naval service 
of the United States, praying for arrearage of pen- 


sion: referred to the Committee on. Naval Affairs. 
Petition of John Jenkins, praying for indemnity for 
injuries done to his premises by the United States, 
in conseqnence of erecting a ship house at the navy 
yard, near the same. Resolutions of a large assem- 
bly of Democratic: citizens of Portsmouth, N. H. 
and vicinity, relative to the melancholy death of 
the Hon. Jonatnan Cirer, late a representative 
in Congress, fromthe State of Maine: referred 10 
the select committee having that subject under 


evnsideation.] 
MAINE. 


Messrs. FAIRFIELD, NOYES, ANDERSON, 
EVANS, and DAVEE. 

(Mr. Daven presented the petition of Albert 
Church and sixty others, citizens of Exeter and vi- 
cinity, State of Maine, praying that the resolution 
passed on the 21st December last may be rescinded. 
Also, the petition of P. P. Furber and others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from Do- 
ver to Enfield, in the State of Maine.] 

Mr. NOYES then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, when Mr. NOYES 
withdrew the motion, and Mr. ADAMS renewed 
it, and it being decided in the negative, Mr. A. ob- 
jected to further proceedings, as there was no quo- 
rum present, only 61 having just voted, whereupon 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered, and proceeded in for some 
time, when, on motion of Mr. CONNER, it was 
dispensed with, and the SPEAKER: proceeded to 
call over the States not already called.’ 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

By Mr. MONTGOMERY. 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War lay before 
this House the paper in the case of William Lo- 
max, of the State of North Carolina. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. GRIFFIN and CLOWNEY. 

KENTUCKY. 
Messis. CALHOON and SOUTHGATE. 
TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, STONE, TURNEY, 
C. HW. WILLIAMS and SHIELDS. 

[Mr. Srons presented the petition of 45 citizens 
of Meigs county, Tennessee, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a stage route from Kingston, Roan 
county, Tennessee, via Ten Mile, Decatur .to 
Rosses Landing, on the Tennessee river, in Hamil- 
ton county, Tennessee; thence via Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, to Jacksonville, Mississippi.] 

Ono. 


Messrs. WHITTLESEY, BOND, ALLEN, 

GOODE, LEADBETTER, and WEBSTER. 
i INDIANA. 

Messrs. HEROD, GRAHAM, and DUNN. 

[Mr. Dunn submitted a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the Stale of Indiana, request- 
ing an examination of the White Water, at Harri- 
son, with a reference to the establishment of a na~ 
tional armory. Mr. D. presented the petition of 
Henry Banta, praying back pay of his pension. 
‘The petition of sundry citizens of Rising Sun, pray- 
ing the alteration of a mail route.] 

[Mr. Granam presented the petition of John 
Faulkner and 167 inhabitants of Scott county, In- 
diana, praying a post route from Lexington, via 
Albion, to Slateford: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the claim.of 
William H. Tilford, of Monroe county, Indiana, 
for a horse lost. by him while in the military’ ser- 
vice of the United States: referred to the Committee 


of Claims.] 
MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. YELL. 

(Mr. YELL, on leave, offered the follo wing re~- 
solution in relation to a post route in this State, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post. Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Helena, 
Arkansas, via Tunaca Court-House, Panala Court- 
House, Lafayette, to Pontotoc; Mississippi. ] 


ILLINOIS, 
Mr. CASEY. . : 
[Mr. Casey presented the petition of G. W. Care 
ruthers and John Ashbrook,, praying to be allowed 


the benefits of ‘the late ‘preemption law, in relation 
to-a. tract of land~ in Lawrence’ county, IHinois; 
which, on-his motion, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. Also, the petition of Ro- 
bert. Brownfield, praying to be placed on the pen- 
sion roll: referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions.] ` : z 

` ALABAMA. l 

Messrs. LEWIS, LYON, and CHAPMAN. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
aud Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing -a mail route from Fair- 
field to Pickensville, in Alabama. ee 5 

- * MISSOURI. 

Mr. HARRISON. : 

[Mr. Harrison presented the petition of Henry 
Overly, for a pension. The petition of sundry. 
citizens of Wisconsin Territory, respecting the con- 
flicting boundaries of Wisconsin and Missouri. 
The petition of sundry citizens of Rives county, for 
the establishment of a mail route. The petition of 
A. and A. W. Hudspeth; for a pre-emption upon 
certain lands occupied and improved by them. 
The petition of sundry citizens of the Platte coun- 
try, praying the establishment of a mail route. 
The petition of sundry citizens, praying the in- 
crease of the compensation of the postmaster at 
St. Charles. Of M. P. Le Duc, praying the con- 
firmation of a‘certain tract of land granted to him 
by the Spanish Government.] 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Liber- 
ty, Clay county, by Rubidom to the Blucke Hills, 
on the Missouri river, in said State. 

ARKANSAS, 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the Governor of Arkansas tocom- 
plete the location of land for a seminary of learning, 
and to locate other lands in lieu of those’ already 
located, which have become of no value from in- 
undation of the Mississippi. 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY: 


(Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a survey of, and for 
the removal of, any obstructions at the‘mouth of 
the St. Clair river; a petition fora mail route from 
Lupeer to Grand Blanee; for a mail route from 
Elkhart to Lafayette; for the improvement of the 
harbor of Milwaukie, in Wisconsin Territory.] 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
Executive communications, viz: 

1. A Message from the President of the United 
Stales, transmitting a report and accompanying 
papers from the Secretary of War, containing infor- 
mation respecting the present state of the campaign 
in Florida, and the disposition of the Indians to 
treat for peace. 


On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

2. A Message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, for the consideration of Con- 
gress, a report of the Secretary of State, with ac- 
companying documents, relative to an- application 
by the Minister of France in behalf of Captain 
Bezeirs, for saving a vessel and crew. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. f , 

3. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a report from the Naval Commissioners, in relation 
to the improvements in the navy yard at Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

4. From the same, transmitting a statement 
showing the names of all the officers and non-com- 
missioned officers in the naval service and Marine 
Corps, disabled by wounds or injuries while in the 
line'of thet duty, and placed on the pension list. 

On ‘motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the 
table. ; : 

5. From the Seeretary of the Treasury a report 
in-relation.to the addition which has been made to 


the compensation. of revenue ‘officers in the year 
1837, by the provision which gave them the same 
compensation as if the importations were the same 
as in 1832. ; : 
On motion of. Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce ` . 
On motion, 


- . The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

i - Monay, March 12, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of G. A. 
Perkins and ninety other citizens of Athens, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, and praying Congress to reject 
all propositions of that kind, come from whatever 
source they may: laid on the table. : 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Adol- 
phus Allen, proposing to erect a bridge across the 
Upper Mississippi; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by a number of citizens of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, against the practice of duelling, and 
praying Congress to passa law, with suitable pe- 
nalties,-to suppress it: read, ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of a similar 
character, from sundry citizens of Newark, New 
Jersey; which wasdisposed of in like manner. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
the purchasers of the southwest quarter of section 
twenty-two, in township five, in range three west, 
in the Huntsville Land Distriet, Alabama, from 
the United States, praying Congress to grant other 
lands in lieu thereof, to William Jones, who pur- 
chased the same quarter section from the State of 
Alabama. 

Mr. C. also presented the claim of Capt. Ed- 
ward D. Jones for the transportation of a company 
of troops belonging to the Alabama regiment of 
volunteers, which served in the Florida campaign 
of 1834, from Mobile to their place of residence. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Alabama, Georgia, and East Florida railroad 
company; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
William Armstrong, reported a bill for the relief 
Juan Pelgar; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. L. from the ‘same committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of Dr. Perrine, on 
the subject, reported a bill to encourage the introduc- 


. tion and promote the cultivation of tropical plants 


in the United States: read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and the accompanying report ordered to 
be printed.- 

` Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the petition of William Fuller, reported a Dill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported, without. amendment, the bill from the 
House giving the assent of Congress to an act of 
the Legislature of Maryland, imposing a small 
tonnage duty on vessels entering the port ot Balti- 
more, for the purpose of keeping its harbor open. 

On motion of Mr. K. the above bill was then 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of Daniel Marsack, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ; f 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in relation to 
the currency, and opposed to the Sub-Treasury bill, 
accompanying their presentation with some appro- 
priate remarks. ai 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Mame, asking that the franking 
privilege be extended to the Governors and Secre- 
taries of the several States, and to the members of 
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y a t - 
the State Legislatures: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads... = Meee, 
` Mr. R.- also presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Maine, praying for a‘ further ap- 
propriation to remove the obstructions in Penobscot 
bay: referred to the Committee on Commerce. ` 
Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Mrs. Fan- 


- ning; mother of Lieut. John B. Fanning, praying 


fora pension: referred to the Committee on. Pen- 
sions. 

On motion ‘of Mr. LYON, a call was. made on 
the Secretary of the Treasury for information as to 
present circumstances, and the course proper to be 
pursued‘in relation to public lands in the south of 
Wisconsin and the north of Illinois. ' 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time, and passed: r 

The bill fer the relief of Benjamin H. Mackall. 

The bill for the relief of James Baker. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Preebles and 
John Graham. 

The bill granting commutation to Isaac Bronson. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represen- 
tatives of William Jones, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor 
Thomas Carter, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 

The bill to establish an additional land district in 
Alabama. i 

The bill for the relief of the securities of Archi- 
bald Sneed, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Brooks, deceased. ; i 

The biil in addition to the act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill as the special order, when 

Mr. WEBSTER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate to a late hour in opposition to 
the measure. Mr, W. had not concluded his speech 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toxrspay, March 13, 1838.. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill directing 
the transfers of money remaining unclaimed by 
certain pensioners, and authorizing the paymentof 
the same at the Treasury of the United States. 2 

Mr. C. asked the House to take up the proposed 
amendment of Mr. BRIGGS to the sixty-third rule 
of the House, which was to add thereto the. follow- 
ing: ` 

“Unless in continuation of appropriations for 
such public works or objects as are already in pro- 
gress, and for the usual contingencies for carrying 
on the several departments of the Government.” 

The motion of Mr. C, being agreed to, 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to strike out the word 
“usual,” which was accepted by Mr. BRIGGS as 
a modification, and the amendment of the rale was 
agreed to by two-thirds. 

: PUBLIG LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to. create. additional land offices in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes. 

P DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill for the suppres- 
sion of gaming in the District of Columbia. f 

Mr. PETRIKIN reported a bill to incorporate 
certain banks in the District of Columbia. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. ee 

Mr. CRAIG reported Senate bill for the relief of- 
the heirs of John Hawkins, with a recommenda-- 
tion that it do not pass, and, on Mr. C’s motion, 
the bill was laid on the table. -. ; 

Mr. SHEPHERD reported a. bill. for the relief 
of the legal representative of James. Brodhead. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the-re- 
lief of John Emerson. . 

Mr. T. also reported a bill for the relief of the 


` heirs of Larkin Smith. 


Mr. PATTON reported a bill for the further re- 
lief of the heirs and. representatives of John Can- 
non, deceased... : : 

f .- <. INDIAN APFAIRS. - 

Mr. EVERETT reported a resolution against 

the allowance of interest on the claim of James 


_ Brown; which was concurred in by the House, 


236 


. NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill for the augmenta- 
tion of the United States Marine Corps, ` 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, ; 

Mr. MORGAN ‘reported a bill for the relief of 
John England. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, reported 
a bill for the relief of William Delesdernier. 

l INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR reported a bill granting a pension 
to Daniel H. Crockett. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York, reported the 
following: ` 

Bill for the relief of Henry Barton. 

Bill for the relief of Henry Challer, 

Bill for the relief of Miller Francis. 

Bill for the relief of Lieut. John Allison. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the 
relief of Charles Vattier. 

ROADS AND CANALS. 

Mr. MERCER teported a bill ceding to the State 
of Ohio the interest of the United States in a certain 
Toad within that State; and it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont moved to take 
up and consider the bill for the relief of John Blane, 
and stated the grounds of the claim, which was for 
the renewal of a lost patent, but the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, pre- 
sented a petition, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

FLORIDA WAR. 

Mr. MERCER, on leave, submitted a resolution 
calling upon the Secretary of War to lay before the 
House, at as early a day as practicable, ‘a state- 
ment, from the latest returns, of the number and 
compensation of the military forces employed in 
Florida, and the average monthly force, and ex- 
pense attending the employment thereof, in the 
military operations within that Territory, during 
the year 1837, so far as the same can be ascer- 
tained. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one day, and Mr. M. moved its consideration at 
that time. 

Mr. McKAY objected, on the ground that the 
information called for had been already laid before 
the Flouse; and the resolution lies over. 

At a subsequent stage, on motion of Mr. McKAY, 
the resolution was agreed to. 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia asked leave to sub- 
mit a motion to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the further consideration of the “bill 
to restore circuit Jurisdiction to the District Courts 
of the western district of Virginia.” 

This bill had been discussed in committee, on 
Saturday, between Mr. Birrne and the delegation 
from Western Virginia; the object of it was to 
repeal the bill of last session, which, by the con- 
struction put upon its provisions by the profession 
there, concentrated all the courts at Lewisburg. 
Mr. Garland now stated that all opposition to the 
present bill was withdrawn. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the mation. 

Mr. GARLAND thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rule, which was agreed to, as was also the 
other motion, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading to-day. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, the 
above bill was read a third me, and passed. 

GRANT OF LAND FOR SCHOOLS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted some time since by Mr. Jonnx- 
son of Maryland, proposing to grant a quantity of 
land to the old States for purposes of education, 
equal to that granted to the new States. 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed his remarks, and went 
into a series of calculations to demonstrate how 
much each of the old States would be entitled to 
receive, if the same liberality, in donations of land, 
were extended to them as to the new States, and 

gave way, without concluding, to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Sundry bills from the Senate, lying on the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up, read twice, and re- 

ferred to their appropriate standing committees. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
The first business in order was the motion to 
commit the message of the President of the United 
States, on the subject of the Northeastern Bounda- 
ry, and the imprisonment of Mr. Greely, to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs; the question pend- 
ing being the previous question, moved by Mr. 
CAMBRELENG. It was now seconded, and the 
main question ordered and put without a division. 

So the message was committed to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House— 

1. A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting the information called for by a reso- 
lution of the House in relation to the amount of 
money expended for the improvement of the Mis- 
souri river. 

On motion of Mi. McKIM, referred tothe same 
Committee of the Whole as had charge of the 
Harbor bill. 

2. A communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report of the survey recently 
made of the harbor of Lynn, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. ; 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


CIVIL LIST BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The Louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr, CASEY 
in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1838.” 

Mr. REED then moved an additional item of 
$52,040 for building, rebuilding, and completing 
light-houses in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New York, in addition to the 
sums appropriated for that purpose by the act of 
the 4th of March, 1838; which, after sdme discus- 
sion from Messrs. REED, CAMBRELENG, Mc- 
KAY, DAWSON, and CUSHMAN, was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. HOWARD moved an item of $4,500 for 
the outfitof a Charge dAifaires to Peru,on the 
ground, he explained, that the present Charge was 
about to return home. 

Mr. PETRIKIN opposed it, on the ground, as 
was understood, that these large diplomatic appro- 
priations, by paying mere commercial agents, an- 
der the name and character of Charge d’Aflaires, 
were a tax apon the whole community for the be- 
nefilof a single class—the merchants. Where a 
representative of the Government was absolutely 
necessary, he was in favor of it. 

Mr. McKIM supported it as an indispensable 
appointment on account of the jarge exports 


made from the United States to that Re- 
pubjic, consisting chiefly of domestic pro- 
duce and manufactures. Indeed he should 


not object to the appointment of a minister 
of the first grade there, for he would have more 
weight. It was buta short time ago that asingle 
vessel, out of New York, had been condemned, 
whoxe cargo was worth at least a hundred thousand 
dollars, that might have been saved if there had 
been a man of influence there. 

The conversation was further continued by 
Messrs. BELL, McKIM, PETRIKIN, MALLO- 
RY, and HOWARD, when the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved to enlarge the appropria- 
tion for the contingent expenses of the House from 


+ $225,000 to $273,960, so as to embrace the neces- 


sary amount to cover the expenses of the books di- 
rected to be furnished to the members of the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG raised two points of order 
on this amendment— 

1. That there was a separate bill already before 
Committee of the Whole embracing this same pro- 
posed appropriation; and 

2. That it was out of order to appropriate, in 
the bill under consideration, any money for ob- 
jects for which there was no existing law. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment as sufficient- 
ly out of order on the former ground alone. 

Mr. RARIDEN took an appeal on the ground 
that it was only an enlargement of an existing ap- 
propriation. í 


Mr. McKAY said that the gentleman could not 
obtain his object even if the amendment should be 
adopted, because the Clerk could not pay for these 
books out of the contingent fund, under the fol- 
lowing restrictive proviso of the bill, viz: “The 
two sums last mentioned to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the ordinary expenditures of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, severally, and tono 
other purpose.” 

Mr. RARIDEN, to meet the last objection, said 
he would move to insert, after the word “several- 
ly,” the words, “and the books ordered to be distri- 
buted to members of the House:” 

At the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG and 
Mr. BELL, Mr. RARIDEN withdrew his appeal 
for the present, to renew itin a fuller House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG submitted an item of an 
additional $20,000 for thé completion of the public 
buildings at the seat of Government of Wisconsin 
Territory, under the act of Congress of 1836, and 
caused to be read a memorial from the Legislative 
Council, setting forth the reasons therefor. 

Mr. McK AY caused the fcrmer appropriation 
to be read, which appropriated the sum of $20,000 
for this object. 

Mr. BELL said it was a small matter to oppose, 
but the original appropriation was itself a depar- 
lure from all former precedent and these buildings 
should not have been commenced on such a scale 
of magnificence as would require at least twice the 
sum originally intended for them. Even if they 
appropriated $40,000, there was no security against 
the Territory coming here next year and asking for 
another $20,000. f 

Mr. SNYDER made another objection to the 
construction of these permanent buildings, viz: 
that the Territory would probably soon be divided, 
and the present location of the seat of Govern- 
ment would have to be moved, as it would be on 
er near one side of one of those divisions. 

Mr. BRONSON understood the present site had 
been selected with a view to division; and the pre- 
sent seat of Government at Madison was near the 
centre of East Wisconsin, or Wisconsin proper, 
both with reference to geographical position and 
population. On this point the amendment was not 
objectionable. 

Mr, BELL contended that the expense should 
have been limited to the original sum. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG referred to the memorial 
of the Council, and the act of 1836, which contain- 
ed no limitation or restriction. 

Mr. BRONSON held that the United States 
were bound to construct the buildings, and bound 
tocomplete them. 

Mr. McK AY differed from the gentleman, be- 
cause the sum of $20,000 had been given to the 
Territory, and not appropriated to be expended 
under the direction of the officers of this Govern- 
ment. If the Territory commenced buildings in- 
volving an expenditure of more than that sum, 
they shauld complete them themselves. 

The amendment was rejected without a di- 
vision. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG proposed an item of 
$1,200 for distributing the first volume of the Docu- 
mentary History of the United States, 

Mr. C. explained the objects of this appropriation, 
and sent to the Chair a communication from the 
Department on the subject, when the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL moved to strike out the following 
clause: 

“För compensation to the clerks in said office, 
[Secretary ot the Treasury, ] per act of 23d June, 
1836, $3,600.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG put in a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, seliing forth the neces- 
sity of this extra clerk hire, on account-of the in- 
creased duties of the office, and that it would be 
entirely impossible to conduet its business without 
this extra clerical force. 


Mr. BELL wished the appropriation to be made 
specific, both as to duties, number of clerks, and 
compensation to each, ‘and the exigency also set 
forth requiring the additional aid. Tt was known, 
also, that many of the clerks in the Departments, 
eae in particular, were not. fully occu. 
pied. i 


BELL, the cominittee rose and reported. 

Mr. SAWYER, on leave, submitted a ‘resoltition 
directing the ‘Committee on Commerce to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing‘ the construction 
of a light-house at’ Pea Island, North Carolina, 
which was agreed to. 

On motion, ` i 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
ex Turspay, March 13, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
New -York Typographical ‘Society, remonstrating 
against the passage of an international copy-right 
law: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition’ of sundry 
citizens of South Carolina, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a new post route: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of Wm. Smith 
of South Carolina, asking compensation for Indian 
spoliations: referred to the Committeeon Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Michigan, praying for an appropri- 
ation: for the improvement of the harbor of Brest, 
on Lake Erie: referred to: the Committee on Com- 
merce, >`. on 

Mr. N.also presented the petition of Freeman 
Blackely, praying for confirmation of title to a 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented. the petition of John F. 
Goodwin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

.Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions of a num- 
ber of citizens of Illinois, praying for the establish- 
ment of mail routes. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Illinois, 
praying for the passage of a general pre-emption 
law: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of an individual of the Potta- 
watamie tribe of Indians, praying to be secured in 
his reservation to a tract of land: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. l ; 
` Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of sundry 
merchants of New York, praying. for the establish- 
ment of a naval school: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Jonathan Thompson, late collector of the port of 
New York, praying that his official bonds may be 
estored to him; moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof: 
carried. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideration 


of the memorial of the commissioners of the Gie- 


rard estate. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported severally, without amendment, 
the bill supplementary to the act to provide for the 
organization of the Department of Indian Affairs, 
and the bill to regulate the trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and preserve peace on the 
frontiers, both approved June —-, 1834. . 

Mr. TROTTER, on leave, introduced a billsup- 
plementary to the act to amend the act for the ap- 
pointment of commissioners to adjust the claims to 
reservations of land under the fourteenth article of 
the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians, 
which; after some remarks from Mr. T. was read 
twice, and referred. 

-Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported, without amendment, the 
bill for the relief.of the heirs of John Brahan, and 
the report was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. C. a call was made on the Se 
cretary of State for information relative to the 
numberof suits on the docket, and. various other 
matters relating to the Circuit and District Courts 
of the United States. a 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, on leave, introduced a 
bill to authorize the President to cause patents to be 
issued to the “persons, and for the lands, therein 


named: read twice and referred. i 


Before’ the question was taken; on mot on of Mr. [| 
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Baltimore, were severally read the third time and 
passed. 5 TTo o _ “a 
> The following bills were severally read these- 


cond time and considered as in Committee of the - 
- Whole, and ordéred to be engrossed for a third 


reading. - 
The bill making appropriations for certain roads 


` in ‘Arkansas. 


The bill for the relief of Michael Cassell. 

The bill for the relief of George Davenport. 

The bill to authorize Charles Day of Macon, and 
James R. Butts of Columbus, to import two iron 
steamboats free of duty. 

The bill for the relief of Jechonias Pigot and 
James Lecraft, sureties of James Manney, late col- 
lector of the customs for’ the District of Beaufort, 
North Carolina; and : 

The bill to provide for the repeal of certain pro- 
visions of the act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports, passed 1832. 
‘The bill for the relief of Chastellain and Ponvert 
was indefinitely postponed. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury Bill; when Mr. WEB- 
STER resumed the floor, and closed his remarks, 
commenced ‘yesterday, in opposition to the bill. 
Mr. W. occupied the floor until near 4 o’clock. 

Mr. ROBBINS then moved that the Senate ad- 
journ, which motion he withdrew, at the sugges- 
tonof Mr. Gronpy, who moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

After the consideration of which, : 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespar, March 14, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. ° 

Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented a petition 
of four hundred citizens of Philadelphia, on the 
subject of the late duel; which was referred to the 
select committee on the subject. , 

Mr. FAIRFIELD also asked leave to present 
several memorials on the same subject. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected ; where- 


upon 
Mr. FAIRFIELD moved a suspension of the 
rule. ; . 

Mr. HENRY said he had a memorial of the 
same import, and wished the motion, to be made 
with reference to it also. 

The CHAIR said the rule could only be sus- 
pended on the first motion. 

The vote being twice taken without a quorum, 

Mr. DAVEE asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 54; not 
being two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, presented a petition re- 
lating to an invalid pension claim; which was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. HOLSEY, Mr. Jackson of 
Georgia, was excused from serving on the Select 
Committee raised on the ‘subject of revising the 
laws of naturalization, on the ground that he was 
already a member of two committees of the House. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of John 

Dougherty of Wisconsin. 
JUDICIARY. 

Mr. MARTIN moved to take up the reconside- 
ration ofthe vote, by which the bill was passed for 
changing the times of holding the circuit courts of 
Alabama; which was agreed to, and the same, on 
motion of Mr. THOMAS, was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. _ 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a resolution to 

assign room No, 41 to the Committee of the House 


| on Revoiutionary Claims; which was concurred in. 


` PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

On motion of. Mr: HARLAN, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the bill for the relief of Joseph Leibert; 
and the same was récommitted to the above stand- 
ing committee, 5 E ekg 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, on leave, submits. 
ted an order that the Speaker be authorized toas- 
sign two rooms to. the commissionérs for “investi- 
gating the frauds committed in the Creek reserya- 
tions, if the samé are wnappropriated; which wa- 
concurred in. i : Fs 

Mr. POPE submitted: the- following 
which was agreed to:  - 

Resolved, That the claim of the administrator of 
Jacob Houne, deceased, for services rendered by 
said Houne in the war of the Revolution, with the 
proofs and exhibits, be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, to consider and report 
thereon. <a j 


resolution; 


LAND FOR SCHOOLS. - ; 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, continued his re- 
marks in support of his resolution to set apart a 
certain quantity of the public lands for purposes of 
education, and gave way, without concluding, to 
the orders of the day. ` 

Mr. MARTIN then, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back to the House 
the bill to change the time of holding the Circuit 
Court of Alabama, &c. with an amendment in thè- 
shape of a substitute for the bill. 

[It annexes Alabama to the sixth circuit.] 

Mr. HAYNES said he would inquire of the 
Committee on the Judiciary why it was proposed — 
so largely to increase the duties of the judge ef the 
sixth circuit of the United States, by adding to it a 
State in which another judge of the Supreme Court 
resides? Justice to Judge Wayne required that he 
should make the inquiry. He did not wish to in- 
terfere with the equitable adjustment of labor be- 
tween the members of the Supreme Court, but it 
seemed to him that the proposed change would im- 
pose an unreasonable addition of service upon the 
judge of the sixth circuit, and therefore he felt. it 
his duty to inquire why it was proposed. ` 

Mr. MARTIN and Mr. THOMPSON explained. 

Mr. HAYNES replied that he did not perceive, 
if it was insisted that Alabama should be added to 
the sixth circuit, why a similar provision should 
not be introduced in favor of Judge Wayne to that 
which has been adopted in the seventh circuit, dis- 
pensing with one term of the circuit court annu- 
ally.in the States of Indiana and Ilinois. By the 
proposed addition of Alabama to. the sixth circuit, 
the travel and labor of Judge Wayne would be 
enormously increased, as Mobile was almost as dis- 
tant from Savannah, the place of his régidence, as 
Washington City is from Savannah, and would 
require of the judge almost twice as much travel- 
Jing in the year as was performed in attending the 
annual session of the Supreme Court. He repeat- 
ed that he did not desire to interfere with or disturb 
an equitable distribution of labor between. the 
judges of the Supreme Conrt, but he did think the 
proposed change, by requiring the judge of the sixth 
circuit to preside twice a year.at Mobile, would im- 
pose an unequal burden upon that officer, 

Mr. THOMAS, in reply, went into a full ex- 
planation and defence of the amendment proposed, 
showing that its result would be to obviate the 
complaints which had long been made respecting 
the neglect of the Eastern Judicial District of Lou- 
isiana. He stated very minutely the amount of 
court duty performed by each of the judges, and 
showed that, even with the increased duty occa- 
sioned by the amendment, Judge Wayae would 
still have less to do than any of his brethren, Judge 
Barbour only excepted; while Judge McKinley 
would be relieved. from a task too onerous to be 
performed by any judge. It was impracticable now 
to go into a general reorganization of the whole of 
the districts, since the time was so near when 
Florida, Wisconsin, and, perhaps, Joway, would 
become States of the Union, that no arrangement 
could be made which did not look to that event; and 
if the districts should be so organized at this time, 
the plan would work unequally and unjustly. in the 
meanwhile. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to; the bill ordered to its third reading, read 
a third time, and PASSED. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
message from the President, in answer to a resolu- 


tion of the Hlonse, on the subject of a canal across 
| the 'Isthtaus of Darien; which, on motion of Mr. 
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FILLMORE, was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Several bills from the Senate were read a first 
and second time, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

The bill ceding to the State of Ohio the interest 
of the United States to a certain road within that 
State, was read a third time, and passed. 

A bill from the Senate to allow two citizens of 
Georgia to import iron steamboats suitable to the 
navigation of rivers, having been twice read, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. DAWSON, that it be sént to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. GRAHAM, that it go to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. z 

Mr. ADAMS said that he was not peculiarly fa- 
vorable to the interests which might be supposed to 
be injured by the bill; but he considered it as vir- 
tually an attack on the compromise which had been 
agreed to respecting the tariff. 

Mr. DAWSON said that a similar bill had come 
from the Senate last year, and been referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, who had reported 
against it; he apprehended a like result now, and 
therefore moved the Committee on Commerce, 
since the bill might appropriately be sent to either. 

Mr. ADAMS rejoiced to hear the principle ad- 
vocated by the gentleman from Georgia, that a bill 
ought not be sent to a committee which was sup- 
posed to be adverse to its object. He had himself 
been preaching that doctrine for these three years 
past, but the more he preached one way, the more 
determined the Speaker had been in deciding the 
other. He hoped that when he objected to sending 
a measure or a memorial to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, because he knew that committee to 
be opposed to that measure or to the object of the 
memorial, the principle of the gentleman from 
Georgia’s objection would be held in remembrance. 

The bill was sent to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

: CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and took 
up the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenditures of the Government. 

The question pending was on an amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Lett, to strike out the appropriation 
of $3,600 for clerk hire, under the act of 23d June, 
1836. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sent to the Curae a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, show- 
ing the necessity for the continuance of those 
clerks; which communication was read by eth 
Clerk. ` 
Mr. McK AY called the attention of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee to the fact, that even if this 
item was struck out, theseclerks would be continued 
under the act of 1836, because it was there pro- 
vided that these clerks should be employed, and 
that they should be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. He himself 
thought there was not the same necessity for these 
clerks which there was before the suspension of 
specie payments, but the law was that they were to 
be continued, and until that was repealed, it was 
useless to make this amendment. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, Mr. BELL withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an amendment, to 
apply the fund raised from sale ef old to the pur- 
chase of new furniture for the President’s House ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania moved an 
amendment in the 423d line, so as to have “ thirty” 
to read twenty, reducing the item for contingent 
expenses for missions abroad from thirty to twenty 
thousand dollars. He wished to submit a few 
words, in the nature of a statement, relating to one 
or two other parts of the bill, and explanatory of 
his object in making the motion. 

He said that, in consequence of being placed 
upon the Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Department of State, it became his duty to make 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Some inquiries upon the subject appertaining to 
those expenditures. One portion of his inquiry 
related to the appropriations and contingent ex- 
penditures for a few years past, and he had received 
a statement embracing the amount from the year 
1829 to 1837, inclusive, of the appropriations for 
incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart- 
ment of State and for payments. It is as follows: 


Years. Appropriations. Payments. 
1829 - - $22,850 - - $24,691 44 
1830 - - 27,100 - - 21,040 99 
1831 - - 20,000 - - 20,213 92 
1832 ~ - 25,000 ~- - 31,542 39 
1833 - - 25,000 - ©- 28,354 14 
1834 -  - 31,500 - - 29,582 13 
1835 - - 25,000 - - 23,437 82 
1836 -~ - 25,000 -~ ~ 23,665 78 
1837 - - 25,000 - - 23,414 05 


$226,450 $225,942 66 

Making a difference in this length of time, in 
the aggregate, between the appropriations and the 
payments, of a little more than five hundred dol- 
lars, He understood that the amount of payments 
made in a year dees not necessarily show the 
amount of the expenditures of that year, as there 
are accounts outstanding from year to year, and 
sometimes for several years, which, when paid, are 
included in the amount for the year in which the 
payment is made. 

Another point of his inquiry was to ascertain 
what might be the danger or probability of mis- 
applying or losing to the Governmen the excess of 
this appropriation beyond the actual expenditure. 
To this question he had received the following 
reply: 

“That the balance so unexpended, except that 
part of it which may be in the hands of disbursing 
agents, remains in the Treasury, forming a part of 
the balance remaining therein at the end of the year; 
and for the portion of it that may be in the hands 
of disbursing agents, (with which they stand de- 
bited on the books of the Treasury,) they have to 
render accounts and vouchers, approved by the 
head of the Department, to the accounting officers 
of the Treasury for examination; so that the ba- 
lance remaining from one year to the next cannot 
be misapplied or lost to the Government, being 
either in the Treasury or the hands of disbursing 
agents, and can be applied only to the object for 
which it was originally appropriated.” 

In connection with this examination, his atten- 
tion had been drawn to the opinion expressed by 
the Secretary of State to the President, in a letter 
dated December 2, 1837. The Secretary was asked 
whether there was any necessity for further legis- 
lation to secure the faithful application of the pub- 
lic moneys to the objects to which [they were ap- 


propriated, to prevent their misapplication or em- | 


bezelement, and to increase the security of the 
Government against losses in the disbursement 
thereof. He replied that, in his opinion, a stricter 
accountability could not be attained by further le- 
gislation; that the best security was to be derived 
from the character of the officers to whom the mo- 
neys were entrusted. 

In relation, then, to this item for the contingent 
expenses of the Department of State, considering 
how near a correspondence there has been be- 
tween the appropriations and the payments, and 
that, according to the opinion ef the Secretary, 
there can be no misapplication or loss of the sur- 
plus appropriation, and that it must depend upon 
the fidelity and character of the disbursing officers 
and agents, he did not see sufficient reason to make 
any motion, or to insist upon a reduction of it, from 
that reported in the bill. 

He apprehended this the chief reliance fora pro- 
per and economical use of the funds of the Go- 
vernment was to be had upon the honesty and 
energy of the officers; in that particular, he agreed 
in opinion with the Secretary of State. There may 
have been too much muney expended for specific 
purposes; the payments heretofore made may have 
been extravagant, and some of the items of contin- 
gent expense in the Department, mentioned in the 
last report, he thought might have been dispensed 
with, still he was not prepared to take exception to 
them; they appeared to be sanctioned by usage, 


and if they were necessary, he would hot object, ‘to 
the appropriation for the payment, VOU OT e 

But, although he would agree to ah Siprbptia~ 
tion adequate to the wants of the Govertithent, yet 
that appropriation should be somewhat in ‘Propor~ 
tion to the previous expenditures, and hence. he 
made the motion to reduce the sum for missions 
abroad from thirty to twenty thousand dollars. 

A reduction had been proposed by the commit- 
tee reporting the bill, by the advice of the Scretary, 
as he understood, frum thirty thousand to fifteen 
thousand dollars, for contingent expenses of foreign 
intercourse. The expenses for that purpose have 
heretofore exceeded that amount; but it is now 
thought that the sum of fifteen thousand dollars will 
be sufficient; so that, in that particular, a diminu- 
tion is admitted to be proper by the committee. 

The contingent expenses for the missions abroad 
for the year 1836, according to the report of the 
receipts and expenditures, was but $15,920 10. 
On the 31st of December, 1836, there was a balance 
of appropriation wnexpended for that year of 
$24,587 90; and for the year 1837, there was 
another appropriation for this purpose of $30,000. 
‘Out of this unexpended balance, and the additional 
appropriation of $30,000, there was expended for 
and during the year 1837, a sum short of $25,000, 
leaving a large amount in the Treasury. He pro- 
posed this reduction to $20,000, as a medium sum, 
which, he apprehended, would be quite sufficient to 
meet all the proper demands which would be made 
for this purpose. . 

He was aware that in a bill of this description, 
proposing to appropriate between three and four 
millions of dollars, containing about a hundred 
and cighty items, with the power of prodigality and 
extravagance which disbursing agents have, if they 
choose to exercise it, in despite of limitation, it 
seems to be a matter of small importance to at- 
tempt to curtail but ten thousand dollars; but he 
conceived it to be proper to do so to any amount, 


. however small, unless it appeared reasonably clear 


that the larger sum would be wanted for service. 
As an advocate for a limited and economical ex- 
penditure of the public money, and considering that 
the members of the House were but the agents and 
trustees of those who send them here, he held it to 
be their duty to take care of the small appropria- 
tions. Although he was not disposed at present to 
enter into the question of retrenchment and reform. 
for general purposes, nevertheless he maintained 
that in small matters, as well as greater, it was the 
duty of Congress to guard the finances of the 
country, and to remember that the rights of control 
over the public treasure were only commensurate 
with the wants and necessities of the public service. 

He had nothing further to add, but to submit his 
amendment to reduce the contingent expenses for 
missions abroad from thirty to twenty thousand 
dollars, which he did with a strong conviction of its 
propriety. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that he had 
made application to the department in relation to 
this appropriation, and has ascertained that there was 
a balance of only $18,000 on hand on the Ist of 
January, 1838, and $15,000 of that sum would be 
needed for the expenditure of the year 1837, not 
yet paid. In consequence of this, he thought this 
appropriation could not be reduced with safety. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional item 
of $20,000 for the expenses of the Supreme and 
district courts of the United States. 

Mr. C. explained the object of this amendment 
to be to defray the additional expenses, which 
would be increosed on account of prosecutions in- 
stituted in those courts on the frontiers, and sent to 
the table a communication on the subject. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional 
item of $2,000 to renew the roof on the branch 
Mint at Charlotte, North Carolina ; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. McK AY then moved to strike out the item 
of $4,000 for salaries of Cousuls of the United 
States at London and Paris. 

Mr. McK. explained that he made this motion, 
because he considered that, by the rule which the 
House had adopted, this item wasnot properly intro- 


to the “Barbary powers; and that being the case, 


and there being no law to previde salaries for those - 


officers, it was, in his opinion, improper to intro- 
duce these salaries in this bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that this was 
a matter which had been a very embarrassing ques- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means. In 
his view it was not in pursuance of law, but it had 
been the practice for many years to make appro- 
priations for these-officers. - It would now. be for 
the committee to determine whether these appro- 
priations should be continued. 

Mr. HOWARD called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the importance of continuing these offi- 
cers, and hoped the House would not strike out an 
appropriation of this kind, which had been inserted 
in this bill for a great many years. e 

Mr. HAYNES thought there was nothing un- 
reasonable in this appropriation, and hoped that 
these agents at the great centres of the commercial 
world, would not be withdrawn. -He considered 
their continuance of great importance to the com- 
mercial interests of this country, and trusted the 
appropriation would not be struck out. 

Mr. McKAY said if these salaries were intro- 
duced and continued, it would be but a short time 
till you would have salaries to all our consuls in- 
troduced into your appropriation bills. If it was 
necessary to have salaries attached to these offices, 
introduce a bill to that effect; but do not attempt 
to give them a salary in this way, directly in the 
teeth of the rule of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON concurred in opinion with the 
gentleman from North Carolina in relation. to this 
matter, and thought that if these officers were enti- 
ued to salaries, a bill ought to be introduced to that 
effect. While we had a rule prohibiting the intro- 
duction into appropriation bills of new objects of 
appropriations, it.ought to be adhered to. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
HOWARD, AUG. H. SHEPPERD, ADAMS, 
CAMBRELENG, and McKAY, 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the committee 
rose and reported progress. -` 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, on leave, submitted the 
following resolution: . - i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to furnish this House with a copy of his answer 
to the letter of Gen. Jesup, dated Fort Jupiter, Fe- 
bruary 11, 1838, if not by him deemed improper. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the considera- 
tion of the resolution at this time. ” 

Mr. REED. objected, on the ground that he 
wished an opportunity to call the attention of the 
House to some other letters from Gen. Jesup, laid 
on the tables this morning, and, therefore, he pre- 
ferred its lying over till to-morrow. 2 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved a suspension of 
the rule; but 

Mr.GRENNELL moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion prevailing, ` 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 14, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
and papers of Thomas Coyle, of Baltimore, the 
patentee of the American Cement, praying the ap- 
pointment of a committee to examine and prove the 
qualities of the cement, and, if approved by the 
Government, that she shall purchase. the right to 
use it in all the public works: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Mrs. 
Snelling, widow of the late Col. Snelling, of the 
United States army, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by her late husband: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ; 

Also, a joint resolution from the Legislature of 
Michigan, asking an appropriation, for the pur- 
pose of making a survey of the river St. Clair, etc. 
reférred to ‘the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a large number of citizens of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying ihat-a dry dock may be constructed 


In that city: referred.to. the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. : 


duced into this bill. . The act of 1810 provided that. 
no salary should be paid to Consuls. except those. 


. tee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of the act- 


-ing clerks in the Indian Bureau, praying increase 


of compensation: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. _ ; i ve E : 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Elisha El- 


| dridge, praying remission of a certain penalty: re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LYNN presented. the memorial of John 
Rudy, of Missouri, protesting against the ratifica- 
tion of a certain Indian treaty, confirming Carver's 
grant: referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS introduced a bill to divide the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and establish the Territory 
of Ioway: read twice, and referred to the Commit- 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of the commis- 
sioners of the Girard estate, asking to try the vali- 
dity of their claim to certain tracts of land in Lou- 
isiana, inasmuch as the case was provided for in a 
bill which had gone to the House of Representa- 
tives: concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, an unfayorable 
report on the petition of Nancy Collins; which .was 
also concurred in. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following re- 
solution, intimating his intention to call it up on the 
succeeding day: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate of 
the United States, no citizen of the United States 
hereafter giving or accepting a challenge to fight a 
duel with any other citizen, or acting as second in 
any such duel, ought to receive or be permitted to 
hold any office or appomtment under the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. FULTON, agreeably to leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Wilson W. Stephenson, J. 
Tenderson, and Nelson Marcus; which was twice 
read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time, and passed: 

Bill for the relief of George Davenport. 

Bill for the relief of Michael Cassel. 

Bill to repeal certain pròvisions of an act to alter 
and. amend the “Sevéral’ ‘acts imposing duties on 
imports. ` 

Bill for the relief of Jechonias Pigot and Benjamin 
Lecraft, sureties of Jame#'Mannty, late collector 
of the customs for the district’ 6F Beanfort, in the 
State of North Carolina; and ` 

A bill to authorize Charles Day, of Macon, and 
James R. Butts, of Columbus, in the State of Geor- 
hia, to import, free of duty, two iron steamboats, 
suited to the navigation of rivers. 

Mr. LYON then moved to take up the bill 
making appropriationsfér'teBaiti roads in Wiscon- 
sin Territory, with the view to amend the same by 
making an additional appropriation of $5;000, for 
the purpose ‘of opening a road from Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi. ; 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. KING, on 
the ground that there‘liad-been no surveys or esti- 
mates on which te ground-the probable cost of the 
road, and that it might bë the mere entering-wedge 
for extensive appropriatidis from the Treasury. 

Mr. WALKER oppésed it on the ground that it 
was wrong to ask for appropriations in the present 
state of the Treasury, and asked if Senators were 
prepared to borrow money for such an occasion. 
Mr. W. expressed himself opposed to the whole 
system of internal improvements, and more particu- 
larly at this time, when the Treasury was ex- 
hausted. 

The appropriation was warmly advocated. by 
Messrs. LINN, LYON, HUBBARD, and others, 
on the ground that the road was to be made through 
the public lands, which would greatly enhance the 
value of the same. .. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question of the amendment, when there appeared 
for it 17, against it 21, as follows: 

- YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, 
Mouton, Norvell,. Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, 
Tallmadge, Wall, Wright, and Young—17. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Bayard, Clayton,: Cuthbert, 


Davis, King, Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, 
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Roane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 


Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, White, 
and Williams—21, ; 

Mr. LYON then moved to insert the sum of- fif- 
teen hundred dollars.for the purpose of survey, on 
which some debate arose, when a ` 

Mr BUCHANAN saidhe had a very sincere 
desire to bring the debate on the Sub-Treasury bill 
toa close, and however reluctant he might feel to 
throw any. obstacle in the way of the measure 
then under discussion, he should. move to lay the 
bill on the table or pass it over informally. Mr.-B. 
said, if he could do nothtng else in the business, 
he should hereafter move, when the hour came for 
the special orders to be discussed, to move to lay 
all other business on the table, ` l 

Mr. LYON hoped it would be passed over.apfate.. 
mally, which was accordingly done. : 

The Independent Treasury Bill was ‘then taken 
up; when, ~ 

Mr. ROBBINS rose, and addressed the Senate 
until half past two against the bill, and was fol- 
lowed by Mr. BENTON, who occupied ‘the floor 
until five o’clock, when he gave way for a motion 
tọ adjourn. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 15, 1838. 

As soon as the House was organized this morn- 
ing— : f 

Mr. EVANS of Maine addressed ‘the Chair in 
the following words: 

Mr. Speaxer: These badges of mourning 
which we still wear, denote that Death has lately 
been in the midst of us. Again his arrow has 
flown; and again has the fatal shaft been sent, 
with unerring aim, into a small, and already bro- 
ken, rank. Itismy melancholy office to announce 
‘that, since the last adjournment of the House of 
Representatives, Timoray Jarvis Carrer, then 
one of its members, from the State of Maine, has 
surrendered up to the Being who gave ita life upon 
which many anxious hopes depended, and for 
whose preservation many an ardent prayer had 
gone up to the Father of all spirits. He died last 
evening, at ten o’clockr, at his lodgings in this city, 
after a sickness of not very protracted duration, 
but of great and excruciating intensity of suffering 
and agony, The ways of a righteous Providence 
axe inscrutable, and while we bow in submission, 
we are yet oppresséd With ‘deep and solema awe. 

Our deceased fritnif’and colleague was a native 
of the State and the district which, so lately, he re- 
presented in this branch of Congress; and he, 
therefore, brought with him the confidence, large- 
ly bestowed, of those who had known him from 
his earliest years. Well did he deserve it. His 
character for probity, integrity, uprightness, mo- 
ality, was free from spot or blemish. ` His prin- 
ciples were well founded. Loving the country of 
his birth, and its institutions, with all his heart, he 
pursued with fidelity such measures as his judg- 
ment deemed best calculated to promote the wel- 
fare of the one and the durability of the other. He 
was a lawyer by profession—faithful, just, dis- 
criminating, attentive, humane, in its practice. 

Of manners mild, courteous, affable; and a 
temper kind, conciliating, patient, he won respect 
and attachment, even from those who differed with ~ 
him in matters of opinion; and probably. there 
lives not a human being who has a single resent- 
ment, or one unkind recellection, to bury in his 
grave. He hasgone, in the strength of his man- 
hood, and the maturity of his intellect, the road 
that all must once pass: 

` “—calcanda, semel, via lethi.”? 
The ties that bound him to life are severed for 
ever, asall human ties ‘must be severed. 
“ Linquenda tellus, et domus, et amans 
* Uxor; neque harum, quas colis, arborum 
Te, preter invisas cupressos 
Ulla, brevem dominum sequeter.” 

Although, when his eyes opened for the last time 
upon the earth and the sky, they féll not apon his 
own-native hills; though the sod which shall cover. 
him will not freshen in the same influences which 


-clothe them-in verdure and beauty; though he died 
: far from -his home, the companions and the brothers 
-of bis childhood were with him—the shearer of his 
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joys, the solace of his griefs, stood by him; and the 
hand which could best do it assuaged the bitter 
pains of parting life. The last earthlysounds which 
fell upon his ear were tones of sympathy, and kind- 
ness, and affection, and support—tones which 
ceased not, even when they vainly strove to pierce 
‘the cold and leaden ear of death. Tears shall flow 
copiously, and deep sighs be heaved over his life- 
less form; tears not more scalding, sighs not deeper 
drawn, because mingled with any bitter recollections 
—any unavailing regrets. 

If human means could have availed—if devoted 
fraternal sympathy and care—if constant, abiding, 
self-sacrificing affection, triumphing over exhaust- 
ed nature and bearing up a feeble frame, uncon- 
scious of weariness, through long and painful vi- 
gils, could have saved his life, he would long have 
been spared to the friends who now deplore his 
death, and to the State and to the country which 
he served. To that stricken bosom we proffer— 
alas! how little will it avail!—our sincere sympathy 
and condolence. He has gone from this place of 
earthly honors and human distinctions, to a seat in 
that “house which is not made with hands, eter- 
nalin the Heavens.” 

As a token of our respect for his many virtues, 
and of our respect for his memory, I move the 
adoption of the resolutions which I now submit. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attend the funeral of Timotay J Carrer, deceased, 
late a member of this House from the State of 
Maine, at 12 o’clock on Saturday. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funcral of Timo- 
THY’ J. Carrer, deceased. | , 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
House will testify their respect for the memory of 
Timoruy J. Carrer, by wearing crape on. the left 
arm for thirty days. 

The resulutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and then the House adjourned till Saturday. 


IN SENATE, 
Tnurspay, March 15, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate, calling for information relative to the 
transactions of that Department with the Metropo- 
hs Bank: laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of King and 
Wilson, agents in fact for Joshua Kennedy, and 
the memorial of Josua Kennedy, praying confir- 
mation of title to certain tracts of land: referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of Warren county, New Jersey, recom- 
mending the town of Belvidere, in that county, as 
a suitable site for the contemplated national foun- 
dry: read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Mississippi, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a new post route: referred to the Cem- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented certain resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Kentucky, on the sub- 
ject of a national foundry: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had been requested, 
by the officers ofa great Democratic meeting held 
in the city of Philadelphia, to present their pro- 
ceedings to the Senate. He had no remarks to 
make on this subject, except one; and that was, 
that from all the accounts which he had received, 
he believed this was, as it had been described to 
be, an immense meeting; and although there was a 
small and respectable minority of the Democratic 
party of the city and county of Philadelphia opposed 
to the Independent Treasury bill, yet this meeting 
had rendered it manifest that an immense majority 
of that party were in its faver., He would ask 
that the proceedings might be read, printed, aad 
laid on the table. 

The proceedings were then read as follows, or- 
dered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

GREAT DEMOCRATIC MEETING. 
City and county of Philadelphia, 

An immense assemblage of the Democratie citi- 

zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, in fa- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the “Constitutional Treasury,” reported in the Se- 
nate of the United States-by the Hon. Silas Wright, 
and opposed to the instructing resolutions passed 
by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, convened in 
pursuance of a call made by about 2000 citizens, at 
the County Court-house, corner of Fifth and Chest- 
nut streets, on Monday evening, March 12th. The 
meeting was organized by appointing 

Joun Snyper, President. 

Fice Presidents. 

Bartholomew Reese, 
Wm. H. Smith, 
Peter Kline, 
Henry Leech, 
Geo. W. Smick, 
John J. Krider, 
Wm. Binder, James Enen, jr: 
Evans Rogers, Isaac Boileau. 


Frederick Stoever, 
Wm. Bonsall, Secretaries. 
E. A. Penniman, 


The following preamble and resolutions, prepar- 
ed in accordance with the instructions of a commit- 
tee appointed at a preparatory meeting, were offer- 
ed for the consideration of the meeting, who testifi- 
ed their approbation of the sentiments contained in 
them, by repeated applause; and they were adopted 
without one dissenting voice. 

Whereas, By the 8th section of the first article 
of the Constitution of the United States, Congress 
has power “ to levy and collect taxes, duties, im- 
posts and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for 
the common defence and general welfare of the 
United States.” ‘ To borrow money on the credit 
of the United States.” <“ To coin money, regulate 
the value thereof, and of foreign coin.” * To pro- 
vide for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu- 
rities, and current coin of the United States.” 

And whereas, By the 9th section of the same 
article, it is provided that “ no money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of 
appropriation made by law, and a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public money shall be published from time to 
time.” 

And whereas, by the tenth section, it is also pro- 
vided that “no State shall coin money,” “and the 
nett produce of all duties and imposts laid by auy 
State on imports or exports shall be for the use of 
the Treasury of the United States;” all of which con- 
stitutional provisions relating to the receipts and 
expenditures of the United States, and particularly 
those defining money to be coin, and giving the 
entire regulation of it to the National Government, 
show incontestibly that the only money to be re- 
ceived by the United States was the hard money, 
the metallic currency, gold and silver coin, which, 
in all ages and countries, has been universally re- 
cognised as money on account of its real and intrin- 
sic value; and that there wasto be an actual Trea- 
sury of the United States, into which the money was 
to be paid, and from which it could only be drawn 
and paid out in consequence of appropriations made 
by law. 

And whereas, the framers of the Constitution, 
and those who enacted the early statutes on the 
subject, in the emphatic language of Daniel Web- 
ster, ‘were HARD MONEY men; they had felt, and 
therefore fully appreciated, the evils of a paper me- 
dium; they therefore sedulously guarded the cur- 
rency of the United States from debasement. The 
legal currency of the United States was gold and silver 
coin.” 

And whereas, in accordance with these views 
the first collection act passed 31st July, 1789, di- 
rected the duties and fees to be collected by virtue 
of it, to “be received in gold and silver coin only,” and 
the act to establish the Treasury Department, pass- 
ed the 2d September, 1789, made it the duty of the 
Treasurer to “receive and keep the moneys of the 
United States,” and to disburse the same “in the 
manner pointed out by that act.” 

And whereas, at the adoption of the Constitution 
cf the United States, the continental money of the 
Revolution had long before passed out of circula- 
tion, and by that noble instrument the States were 
prohibited from emitting bills of credit, or making 
any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in pay- 


John Thompson, 
Jos. Worrell, sen. 
Isaac Wainwright, 
John Rutherford, sen. 
Henry Horn, 

George Smith, 


vor of the adoption of the bill for the restoration of ; 


) 


p 


ment of debts, and no bank was contemplated by 
the General Government, for a provision intended 
to give Congress. the power .to create one was 
stricken out of the proposed Constitution, and 
there were but three State banks in existence in 
the whole country, namely, the Banks of North 
America, Massachusetts, and New York, whose 
notes or bills were never supposed to be the money 
meant by the Constitution, either as a legal tender, 
or as forming a. part of the current coin of the 
United States, and whose vaults or safes were not 
mentioned in that fundamental law, as being either 
the Treasury of the United States, or even as com- 
ponent parts of it. 

And whereas, in violation of the clear and ex- 
press terms and spirit of the Constitution, a Bank 
of the United States was established which substi- 
tuted its paper and that of its sisters, the State 
banks, for the legal currency of the country, and 
was followed by a temporary league with the State 
banks, which was succeeded by a new National 
Bank, under whose auspices the paper circulating: 
medium was extended far beyond all former 
limits. . 

And whereas, not only was the legal currency of 
the country changed, but the vaults of National or 
State banks substituted for the constitutional Trea- 
sury, and the money of the people, instead of re- 
maining in the care of their agents, was loaned out 
to the favorites of these great corporate bodies im 
direct defiance of the words and spirit of the Con-- 
stitntion. 

And whereas, the people of the United States. 
having solemnly decided a second time, after a full 
aud dispassionate examination of the whole ques- 
tion, that a National Bank was “unconstitutional, 
inexpedient, and dangerous,” another temporary 
league was formed with the State institutions, which 
was dissolved forever in May last, by their volunta- 
ry declaration that they wonld not, and could not, 
fulfil the terms of their contract. 

And whereas, this event has produced an entire 
separation of Bank from State, and has placed the 
nation in a position to restore the true meaning of 
the Constitution, and with it the constitutional 
Treasury contemplated by its framers, without the 
slightest injustice or injury to any class or body of 
individuals, and it is the clear interest of the people 
that their revenues should be collected, received, 
kept and disbursed by their own officers, who are 
directly responsible to them for all their acts. 
Therefore, : 

Resolved, That this meeting does most. cordially 
approve the special and annual messages of the 
President, proposing the restoration of the consti- 
tutional Treasury, and the entire and total separa- 
tion forever of Bank and State, and of the bill re- 
ported by the Hon. Silas Wright in the Senate, in 
pursuance of this recommendation. 

Resolved, That this cardinal measure of Demo- 
cratic policy has received the cordial and united 
support of the Democracy of Pennsylvania, who 
are firmly determined never to submit to the go- 
vernment of irresponsible corporate bodies, whe- 
ther State or National, foreign or domestic, or to the 
domination of an upstart noneyed aristocracy. 

Resolved, Thata Bank of the United States is 
“unconstitutional, inexpedient, and dangerous,” 
and will never be tolerated by the freemen of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Resolved, That a proposition to connect the Go- 
vernment with twenty-five banks, by a solemn 
league and a covenant, is in effect to select the mis- 
called Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, 
which owes its existence to a direct violation of the 
will of the people of this great State, with its 
branches and agencies, and purchased and depen- 
dent banks, as the depositories of the money- of the 
United States, and is only the first step towards a 
recharter ef it as a national institution, which had 
expired amidst the execrations of an outraged com- 
munity. : 

Resolved, That the resolutions passed at Harris- 
burg, in relation to the bill reported by the hono- 
rable Silas Wright, to ‘restore the constitutional 
Treasury, were in open violation of the will of 
the Democratie party of this State, and of a ma- 
jority of the people of: Pennsylvania, and were 
carried by the votes of a few Democrats, who must 
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answer to their constituents for their entire disre- 
gard of their wishes, and the betrayal of the confi-, 
dence reposed in them. ` i 

Resolved, That the Democratie members of the 
county of Philadelphia who voted against the in- 
structing resolutions at Harrisburg, deserve our 
cordial and hearty approbation. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions, attested by the officers of this meet- 
ing, be transmitted to the President and Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, and also to the Hon. 
James Buchanan and the Hon. Lemuel Paynter, 
with a request that they will lay them before the 
two houses of Congress. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be published in the Pennsylvanian and American 
Sentinel, and other Democratic papers throughout 
the State, and in the Washington Globe. 

Attest: JOHN SNYDER, Pres't. 
F. Srorver, See’y. 

Witam Bonsart, Sec’y. 

Philadelphia, March 13, 1838. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Indiana, on the subject of a uni- 
form currency, opposed to the Independent Trea- 
sury, and in favor of a National Bank: laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress 
to establish a dry dock at the navy yard at that 
place: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 

` fairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Wil- 
liam A. Weaver, and others, of the city of Wash- 
ington, praying Congress to encourage the cultiva- 
tion of the mulberry, and the rearing of silk 
worms: referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

DEATH OF THE NON. T. J. CARTER. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives by Mr. Frankui, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. Timorny Jarvis 
Carrer, late amember of that House from the 

tate of Maine, and that his funeral would take 
plaee from the hall of that House at 12 o’clock, m. 
on Saturday next. 

After the reading of the message, Mr. RUG- 
GLES addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mx. Present: The message from the House 
of Representatives, just read, communicating the 


melancholy intelligence of the death of the Hon., 


Timoryy J. Carrer, a Representative from the 
State of Maine, imposes on me the duty, which I 
cannot perform without the deepest emotion, of 
moving the customary resolutions of respect for 
the memory of the deceased. He died last evening 
at the hour of ten, at his lodgings in this eity, after 
much severe but patient suffering—at peace with 
all, at variance with none. 

I know that occasions of this kind have usnally 
been improved to pronounce eulogies on the cha- 
racters of deceased inembers; bnt the painful emo- 
tions which have been awakened by the last sad 
adiea of an esteemed friend and colleague, but 
poorly qualify me to speak at this time, and in this 
place, of his manly virtues, his purity of heart, the 
engaging mildness of hisdisposition, the unusual ex- 
cellence of the character he maintained in all his 
domestic and social relations. It is but to say, 
what all who knew him as I have known him 
would say, that his whole life afforded constant ex- 
emplification of the strictest moral rectitude, in the 
upright, faithful, conscientious performance of every 
duty connected with his station in society. 

Though yet scarcely past the morning of life, he 
had veceivéed many gratifying proofs of the estima- 
tion in which his talents and probity. were held by 
the people and the councils of his State. ; 

As a representative, he has been devotedly faith- 
fal to his trust;-and felly justified the confidence re- 
posed in his virtue and patriotism. He sought not 
high -politidal distinction. He was unambitious of 
renown, but guided his footsteps by that calm ‘and 


steady light which shines all along the pathway of 
duty and usefulness. 4 

He inherited his virtue froma highly respectable 
parentage, and has left a wide circle of attached re> 
latives and friends.to mourn his exit; three of Whom, 
under the ready impulses of fraternal affection, 
obeyed the earliest summons to his sick bed. Alas! 
it was but to witness, with poignant grief, the 
closing. scene in the brief drama of human ex- 
istence. 

He was a husband and a father; but how ean I 
presume here to speak of the agonized feelings of 
her, who, whilst she caught his latest sigh, felt that 


` as in life,so almost also in death, his destinies 


were her own! ; 

With the deceased, life’s fleeting shadow has 
passed by, and eternity has opened its broad por- 
tals. Nothing now remains but the tears of rela- 
tives, the regrets and sympathies of friends, and the 
moral influence of his example for all. 

The usual resolutions were then adopted, that 
the Senate would attend the funeral of the late 
Mr. Carrer, and go into mourning, by wearing 
crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

The Senate adjourned over to Saturday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, March 17, 1838. 

Immediately after the reading of the Journal of 
Thursday,General GEORGE M. KEIM, a member 
elected from the State of Pennsylvania, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
Moxtennenc, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

THE FUNERAL OF HON. TIMOTHY J. CARTER, 
Latea Representative from the State ef Maine. 

At half past twelve o’clock the funeral service 
was performed in the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, by the Rev. Mr. Reese, Chaplain of the 
House, and, immediately after, the procession 
moved to place of interment in the following order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements, viz: 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, 

Mr. McKewnnan, of Pa. Mr. Pore, of Ky. 
Mr. Wrirtvesey, of Ct. Mr. Hamer, of Ohio. 
Mr. Pickens, of S.C. Mr. Gray, of N., Y. 
Pall Bearers, viz: 
Mr. Painuips, of Mass. Mr. Wortuineron, Md. 
Mr. Campsett, of Te. Mr. Horsey, of Ga. 
Mr. Tavor, of N. Y. Mr. Casey, of Ilinois, 
THE CORPSE. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators from Maine, as mourners. 7 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representa- 
tives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate. 
The Senate of. the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President, and their Secretary. 
The other officers of the Senate. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Judges cf the Supreme Court, and its officers, 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, March 17, 1838. 

The Senate met, and, after the reading of the: 
Journal, adjourned, to attend the funeral of the — 
Hon. Timorsy Jarvis Carrer, laté a Representa. 
tive from the State of Maine. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Moxpay, Match 19, 1838. i 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry -` 
Executive communications, viz: , ` PE 
1. From the Secretary of. Wat, transmitting a| 
report of the-officer in charge. öf the: topographical 
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bureau, accompanied with a reduced map and sur- 
vey of the mouth of Connecticut river. : 

On motion.of Mr. INGHAM, laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of War, transmitting .co- 
pies of the report and survey of the harbor of New 
Buffalo and Twenty-mile creek, in. the State of 
Michigan. pipe eee A a 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred ‘to: the 
Committee on Commerce. Sota 

3. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
letter from the Commissioner of Pensions, accom- 
panied by the original papers in the ease of Wil- 
liam Lomax. $ f 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, referred to the 


- Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


4. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the Chief Engineer, furnishing. informa- 
tion respecting. the expenses, &c. of removing the 
obstructions to the navigation of the Apalachafayla. 
river, in the State of Louisiana. 

_On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. ; 

5. From the Seeretary of. War, a statement 
relative to the cost, &c. attending the equipment 
and employment of mounted menor cavalry, and 
infantry, for the service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr.-McKAY, Jaid on the:table. 

6. From. the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement from the Register ofthe ‘Frea- 
sury, exhibiting, as far as practicable; the amount 
disbursed in all the States and Territories, in each 


- of the years 1834,:1835, 1836,,and 183%, for fortifi- 


cations, light houses; beacons, boys, Rexolutionary 
and other pensions, works of internal improve- 
ment, removing ubstructions at the mouths of rivers 
and creeks, &c. . 
On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 
The States being called over, resolutions were 


presented from nee 
MAINE. 


On motion of Mr. DAVEE, ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of placing the name of Susan Adams upon the 
pension list. 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

Resolved, That the Speaker communicate to the 
Governor of the State of Maine, that a vacancy 
has oceurred in its representation inthe Honse of 
Representatives by the decease of Trmorny Jarvis» 
Carrer, late a member thereof from that State, 

On motion of Mr. NOYES, | : 

Resolved; That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House a statement of the 
number of arrivals and clearances, with, their.ton- 
nage, and value of cargoes of British and Ameri- 
can vessels respectively, to ard from ports:in. the 
British Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, in the year commencing January J, and 
ending December 31, 1828; and also in the year 
commencing January 1, and ending December 1, 
1837, in the following districts, to wit: Passama- 
quoddy, Portland, and Falmouth, Boston and 
Charlestown, and New York.. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, i ; 

Mr. CUSHMAN submitted the following tes 
lution, which was disagreed to: 

Resolved, That from and after this day this House 
will meet at 11 o'clock; a. m. until otherwire or- 
dered. k 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, . 

Resolied, That the Cóommittèe on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire ‘into the 
expediency of establishing @ mail route froin Noth 
Haverhill, New Hampshire, by the way of Me- 
Indoes Falls, to Littleton, in New Hampshire. 

‘MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. LINCOLN. submitted: the following resula- 
tion, which lies over one day, under the rale: 

Resolved, That thé sixtieth rule of the House be 
amended, by adding thereto the followirig, -to wit: 
* And provided, also, That resolutions:and meme- 


Hals from the Legislatures of the Several - States 


and Territorial Governments of the Union, shai 


not be construed to be within the application of the 
rule, but it shall be in order to present such resolu- 
tions or memorials on any day within the first hour 
of the session of the House.” 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this- House be di- 
rected to cause to be made out, and report to the 
House, a list of all the petitions, memorials, and 
papers presented to the House at the late special 
session, and at the present session, of Congress, 
and laid on the table without being read, printed, 
debated, or referred, specifying the name of the 
first petitioner, and- the. number of signatures to 
each paper so laid on the table;. specifying, also, 
the State from which each petition, memorial, re- 
monhstrance, or resolution came, and distinguishing 
all such as have been laid on the table, under the 
general resoluticn of 2ist December, 1837, from 
those which have been laid on thie table by sepa- 
Yate motions, and showing. the object prayed for 
in each of said petitions, memorials, remonstran- 
ces, and resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of extending the benefits of pension, which 
are provided in certain cases for widows of officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution by the third section 
of the Pension act of July 4, 1836, to the widows of 
such officers and soldiers as have died since the 
passage of said act. 

On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
modelling the Consular establishment of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested, if in his judgment not incompatible 
with the public interest, to communicate to the 
House whatever information may be in his posses- 
sion relative to the intermeddling of any foreign 
Government, or the subjects or officers thereof, 
with the Indian tribes in Michigan, Wisconsin, the 
territory beyond the Rocky mountains, or elsewhere, 
Within the limits of the United States, by the sup- 
ply of munitions of war, the stated distribution cf 
gratuities or pensions, or otherwise, and likewise 
all correspondence or communications had with 
any foreign Government respecting the tile or 
occupation of the aforesaid territory of the United 
States beyond the Rocky mountains. 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals consider the expediency of an appropriation for 
the survey and construction of a branch railroad 
from the Western railroad in Massachusetts to the 
United States armory at Springfield. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing and instructing the Post- 
master General to bargain and contract with any 
company or companies to take a mail from the 
United States to and from the Isthmus of Panama 
to the Pacific ocean, and back again, provided such 
contract.can be made upon reasonable terms in the 
judgment of the Postmaster General. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the map of the line between the 
United States and Mexico be printed. 

VERMONT. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Lydia Taylor, widow of 
Elnathan Taylor, a Revolutionary soldier; and that 
the accompanying papers be referred to the same 
committee. > 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a copy of his answer to a 
letter of General Jesup of the 20ih December, 1837. 

NEW YORK. 

Mr. LOOMIS submitted the following, which 
lies over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General furnish 


to this House an estimate, showing, as near as he 
can ascertain, oa i i 

1. What proportion of the mails of the United 
States consists of free parcels estimated by weight. 

2. What proportion consists of free parcels esti- 
mated by amount of postage on. parcels that pay 
postage, and aceounting all printed documents at 
pamphlet postage. : 

3. What would be the proportion of the amount 
of postage to be paid by the Government, in case 
all free parcels were charged to Government at the 
same rate that printed parcels are charged. 

4. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 
be reduced, and sustain the Department, in case all 
parcels conveyed in the mails were chargeable with 
postage. 

5. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 
be reduced, now or prospectively, within two years, 
retaining the present franking privilege, and sustain 
the Department, with a rate of tariff deemed judi- 
cious and proper by him, in case such reduction 
should bo ordered. a 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to Tennis Swart, of 
Delaware county, New York, for his services as a 
soldier in the Revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting pensions to Jos. Wood and 
Channey Duning, Revolutionary soldiers, of Steu- 
ben county, New York. 

On motion of Mr. KEMBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Sornus, 
in the county of Westchester, in the State of New 
York by Southeast, and Patterson to Rawlings, in 
he county of Duchess. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to report to this House a statement of the number 
of emigrants from foreign countries, which have 
arrived within the United States, annually, during 
the Jast ten years; the places at which they have ar- 
rived; the countries from whence they came; the ex- 
pense of their transportation hither; by whom de- 
frayed; and their circumstances and condition ge- 
nerally, as far forth as may be in his power; with 
such other information relating to the introduction 
into the United States of foreign paupers, by the 
authority of foreign Governments, as he may 
possess, 

On motion of Mr. VAIL, 

Resolved That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from the city 
of Troy, by way of Poestenlill, to Berlin, in the 
State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of lessening the poslage on letters, so 
as to make it only equal to the cost of transporting 
the mails, as near as may be. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

On motion of Mr. McCLURE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route leading from 
Mexico, Juniata co. Pa. through Tuscarora Val- 
ley to Waterford. 

Mr. HENRY submitted the following, which 
lies over, under the rule, one day: 

Resolved, That the dissemination of knowledge 
to all classes of citizens is of the frst importance; 
for in the intelligence of the people depends the 
permanence and stability of our Republican institu- 
tions: and one important medium through which 
knowledge is communicated, is that of the press, 
in the circulation of public newspapers. That fa- 
cilities may be more amply afiorded to the pooret 
portion of our fellow-citizens to acquire, as far as 
practicable, all information in relation to our pub- 
lic affairs, the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads are instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing the law that requires the pay- 


ment of postage on public newspapers, so far as re~ 
lates to those that are carried: in the mail within the 
city or county where such papers are printed and 
published; and that, in future, the same shall. be 
carried without charge. Hee g 

On motion of Mr, PETRIKIN, , 

Resolved, That. the. Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing, by law, a. mail route 
from Hazleton, via East Sugar Loaf, to Wilkes- . 
barre, in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania; ; 

Mr. DAVIES submitted the following resolution, 
which was rejected: f 

Resolved, That hereafter the stated hour of meet- 
ing of the House shall be half past eleven o'clock. 

Mr. TOLAND submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be directed to bring ina bill to abolish the punish- 
ment of death for all offences against the United 
States, except treason and murder, and to abolish 
the punishment of whipping for all offences against 
the United States. 

VIRGINIA. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Ger- 
man Settlement, in the county of Preston, by 
Westernford to Glady Creek Cross Roads, in the 
county of Randolph, in the State of Virginia. 

Mr. MASON introduced. the following joint re- 
solution; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rpresentatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby authorized to convey to the Winchester 
and Potomac railroad company, free of charges, 
so much of the land belonging to the United States 
at Harper’s Ferry, between said railroad and the 
Shenandoah river, and near the junction of that 
river with the Potomac, as may be deemed con- 
sistent with the public interest, to be used for the 
benefit of the said company in the deposite and 
accommodation of the trade of said Winchester 
and Potomac railroad company only, and for no 
other purpose whatever. 

On motion of Mr. MALLARY, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing to the officers of revenue cutters, during the 
time they shall be co-operating with the navy of the 
United States, the same pay and rations to which 
officers in the navy'of a like rank are by law now 
entitled to receive. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House, the names 
of such of the late deposite banks as have availed 
themselves of the benefit of the first section of the 
act of the 12th day of. October last, by giving the 
requisite security, and such as have discharged the 
balances due from them at that time, and such as 
have failed to comply with the act in the amount 
of balances due from them. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instrneted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes, 
namely: 

From Rye Valley to St. Clair’s Bottom, in the 
county of Smythe; from Beckley’s Mills to Guest's 
station, in the county of Russell; from Jonesville 
to Turkey Cove, in the county ef Lee; and another 
from Housonville; in the county of Russell, to 
George Ewing’s, in the county of Scott, in the 
State of Virginia. f 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish this Honse with a copy of his answer to 
the letter of Gen. Jesup, dated Fort Jupiter, Febru- 
ary 11, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of. - 
erecting an arsenal in Lincoln county, North 
Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. SAWYER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a light boat off Bluff Point, in Albemarle 
Sound. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of extending the benefits of the pension law of 
June, 1832, to such persons as performed the requi- 
Site service in the capacity of mechanics or wagon- 
ers, when put to such service by the officers in com- 
mand. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expe- - 


diency of establishing a post road from New Cas- 
tle, by Brier Creek and Mulberry Gap, in Wilkes 
county, thence to Laurel Spring and John Wil- 
liams’s, in Ashe county, North Carolina, to the 
mouth of Wilson Creek, in Grayson county, Vir- 
ginia. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of fixing 
by law the number of officers, petty officers, and 
seamen to be employed in the naval service, or of 
fixing the number of officers, petty officers, and sea- 
men to be employed on board of frigates, sloops, 
and other vessels of war respectively. 

Resolved fnrther, That the said committee inquire 
whether any, and what, provisions by law are ne- 
cessary to secure the accountability of officers or 
agents entrusted with the custody or safe-keeping 
of property belonging to the United States for the 
use of the navy. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Mr. THOMPSON of Sonth Carolina submitted 
the following resolution, which, by the rule, lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with a statement of 
the amount of revenue received in each State or 
Territory during the year 1836; and also the 
amount, as nearly as the same can be ascertained, 
expended during that year in each State or Terri- 
tory; and also with a statement of the whole bank 
capital of the United States, designating the capital 
of each bank, and the place where loeated. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Caro- 
lina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructedto inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation for a survey of the bar and harbor of 
Georgetown, in the State of South Carolina. 

KENTUCKY. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of refunding 
to Thomas Downing a sum of money paid by him 
under a judgment of the Circuit Court of the United 
States, for the district of Kentucky, against him, as 
the security of Timothy Downing, late a post mas- 
ter at Minerva, in the State of Kentucky. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the following 
which lies over, under the rule, one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House, if not deemed 
incompatible with the public interests, whether he 
has given authority to Major General Thomas S. 
Jesup, or any other person, to treat with the Semi- 

- nole Indians, and to allow them to return a part of 
the Territory of Florida as a permanent residence, 
or whether he has instructed said Jesup to makeno 
such treaty or stipulation with said Indians, in case 
they should make such proposition, and offer peace 
upon condition of being allowed to remain in 
Florida. 

Resolved further, That the President be requested 
to inform this House, if not deemed incompatible 
with the public interests, whether said Indians have 
offered to be at peace upon condition that they be 
allowed to remain in Florida. : 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was rejected: f 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 
for an increase of the number of cadets in the mili- 
tary academy at West Point. : 
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On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Wil- 
liamstown, in the county of Grant, to Warsaw, in 
the county of Gallatin, in the State of Kentucky. 

- TENNESSEE. 
_ Mr. SHIELDS offered the following, which lies 
over one day under the rple: 

Whereas, many of the troops employed in the 
service of the United States in the present Florida 
or Seminole war, lost their horses and baggage in 
said service without any fault of theirs, because 
the United States had failed to provide forage for 
said horses, and consequently said troops were dis- 
mounted many hundred miles from home, and 
required to perform, and did perform, after they 


- were thus dismounted, on foot the same services 


which were required of mounted men; and not- 
withstanding their monthly pay, while mounted, 
was twenty dollars, it was reduced, after they had 
sustained such loss, to eight dollars per month; 
and whereas, the horses of many of said troops died 
from excessive fatigue in executing extraordinary 
orders of the commanding officers, without any 
fault of their riders ; and other of said horses were 
killed by accident or casualty, while under the 
immediate orders and direction of said officers, to 
which they would not otherwise have been liable: 
Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
dismounted men, who performed services as above 
stated, additional pay, so as to make their monthly 
wages equal to that of mounted men in said ser- 
vice; and also of providing that the property lost 
in said service in any of the ways above mentioned, 
shall be paid tor by the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of extending the benefit of the pension act of 
the 7th of June, 1832, to such French or other 
soldiers who served in the French army in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and who afterwards be- 
came citizens thereof. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Mil- 
lersburg, in Rutherford county, to Shelbyville, in 
Bedford county, in the State of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post ronte from Paris, 
in West Tennessee, via Caledonia, Flemings, 
Christmasville, and Shady Grove, to Jackson, in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the act of 19th May, 1836, entitled “An 
act to provide for the payment of volunteer and 
militia corps in the service of the United States.” 

On motion of Mr. STONE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pike- 
ville, in Bledsoe county, via James Lloyds, Tho- 
mas Cross Roads, Whealers, Hensons, Kirklands, 
Hilliards, and Sheltons, to Oatts Landing, in Ma- 
rion county, Tennessee. 

OHIO. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a portion of the said lands yet unsold, 
at the land offices in Zanesville and Chillicothe, 
Ohio, for the purpose of continuing a turnpike road 
between Zanesville, in Ohio, and Maysville, in 
Kentucky, as authorized by an act. of the General 
Assembly of Ohio, 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, j 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instruced to inquire into the ex- 
pediency ofestablishing a post route from Williams- 
bores through Bethel and Felicity, Clermont county, 
Ohig. eee = aoa 


LOUISIANA. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury. be 
directed to communicate to this House what pro- 
gress has been made in issuing patents for Jands in 
the State of Louisiana, since the last report made 
to this House on that subject; stating particularly 
how many: patents have been issued for private 
land claims; how many for lands purchased under 
the credit system; how many for lands purchased 
under the cash system, at public sales, and by pri- 
vate entry of lands that have been offered for sale; 


“how many for lands sold under the different laws 


authorizivg the entry at private sale of the back- 
lands in that State; how many for purchases under 
each of the pre-emption laws of 1814, of May 29th, 
1830, and June 19th, 1834; and how many under 
any other description of ttle. Also, how many re- 
main yet to be issued of each of said description of 
titles, and the causes that delay the issuing of said 
patents. Also, when it is probable the patents now 
suspended will be issued. Also, what progress has 
been made in the examination of the certificates of 
purchase under the pre-emption law of June 19th, 
1834; when the examination will probably termi- 
nate, and what law or laws the said Secretary of 
the Treasury or the Commissioner of the General 
Land Ofsce, they or either of them, have suspended 
the issuing of patents under said act. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the following, which 
lies over, under the rule, one day: | : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of mo- 
difying the judiciary system of the United States, 
so as to abolish the chancery practice in the courts 
of the United States for the State of Louisiana, and 
provide that the mode of proceedings in the said 
courts shall be in conformity to the laws of said 
State. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion to remove the obstructions to the navigation of 
the river La Fourche; and into the expediency of 
establishing a port of entry at Thibodauxville, on 
the said river; and also into the expediency of 
making an appropriation, or a grant of lands, to aid 
in the construction of the Barataria and La Fouche 


Canal. 
INDIANA. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Mun- 
ceytown, in Delaware county, Indiana, through” 
New Albany, on the Massawinnaway, from thence 
to the county seat of Wills county, to Huntington; 
and also to change the route from Richmond, In- 
diana, to Winchester, so that the same will pass 
from Newport, through Spartansburg, to Winches- 
ter, once a week. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Lees- 
ville, in Lawrence county, Indiana, to Yailse’s 
Mill, in Jackson county, thence to the county seat 
of Brown county, and from thence to Martinsville, 
in Morgan county. i 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House the report of Lieut. T. B. 


-W. Stockton, superintendent of the harbor at Mi- 


chigan City, detailing his operations during the 
present year, and plans and estimates for the en- 
suing year. À i 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding concession or donation grants within our 
territorial boundary west of the Rocky Mountains, 
to all citizens, heads of. families, who shall have 
settled pon and improved the same previous to the 
first day of January of the year eighteen hundred 


and forty-one. 
ILLINOIS. 
` -On motion of Mr. CASEY, 
` Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instrneted to inquire Into the expediency 


x 


of making a grant of land to the State of Ilinois to 
aid in the completion of the various works of in- 
ternal improvement in which said State is engaged. 

Mr. SNYDER offered the following resolution, 
whieh, by the rule, lies over one day: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill granting to each soldier. who served 
ia the campaigns against the Indians in the North- 
westerii Territory, between the years 1781 and 
1796, a bounty of 320 acres of land each, to.be lo- 
Gated on any surveyed lands of the General Go- 
verament, not otherwise disposed: of. 

Mr. SNYDER offered the following gesolution, 
which lies over one day: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be- 


instructed to report a bill to provide for the repeal 

of the law authorizing the payment of debentures 

to vessels engaged in the fishing trade. 
ALABAMA. : 

Mr. MARTIN submitted the following resolu- 

tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire as to the best mode 
of disposing of the public lands within the several 
States of this Union, at as early a day as the same 
may be done, having a proper regard for the’ inte- 
rests of the Government and the rights. of the. 
States; and that they be instructed to report a bill 
for that purpose. 

Mr. LAWLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a portion of the public lands to and 
in the improvement of the navigation of the Coosa, 
Breck Warrior, and Tombeckbee rivers, in the State 
of Alabama. i 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for issuing patents to those 
persons who hold the equitable title to Indian reser- 
vations, after the sale of the original purchase. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

ReSolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Co- 
lumbus, Georgia, via Glennville, to Irwinton, in 
Barbour county, Alabama; also, from Cupitah, in 
Chambers county, to Tuskegee, in Macon county; 
also, from Benton, in Lowndes county, to Selma, 
in Dallas county. ~ 

Mr. LYON offered the following, which lies 
over, under the rule, one day: _ 

Resoved, That the 13th rule of the House be so 
amended as to embrace the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs as one of the persons entitled to admis- 
sion within the Hall of the House of Representa- 


tives. 
MISSOURI. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Roche- 
port, in Boone county, Missouri, by the way of 
Connor’s Mills, in Cooper county, and Pisgah, to 
Versailles, seat of justice of Morgan county, in said 
State; also, into the expediency of establishing a 
mail route from Plattsburg, in Clinton county, 
Missouri, to the Black Snake Hills, on the Misgouri 
river, in said State; and also, into the expediency 
of establishing a mail route from Martinsville, in 
Clay county, Missouri, by the way of Yellow Bluffs 
and Black Snake Hills, to Elhott’s Store, on the 
Nodaway river, in said State. 

ARKANSAS. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of continuing the stage road from Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas, via Osage, and Sugar Creek 
post offices, Washburn Prairie, Springfied, Pulaski 
court house; and thence the most direct and practi- 
cable route to Jefferson city, Missouri. 

MICHIGAN. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House, a copy of the report 


of the Superintendent of the Public Works at St. 


Josephs, in Michigan, and at Michigan city, in 

Indiana, for the year 1837, and of the papers ac- 

companying the same, f : 
FLORIDA. : 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, > 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to fix buoys on the bar at St. 
Augustine, in the Territory of Florida. 

EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE. 

Mr. PATTON then rose and moved a suspension 
of the rules, for the purpose of calling up the series 
of resolutions submitted by him on the 19th of Fe- 
bruary, with a view, he said, when they were taken 
up, to make them the special order for some future 
day. for their consideration and decision. 

The resolutions were read as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the power of removing execu- 
tive oflicers is vested in the President of the United 
States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to 
enable the Executive “to take care that the laws 
are faithfully executed,” and cannot be exercised 
arbitrarily or capriciously, without an abuse of 
power, tyrannical in its operations, corrupting in 
its tendency, and converting a remedy for nnworthi- 
ness and misconduct into a terrible engine of Execu- 
live power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the Executive 
Department has increased to an alarming extent, 
and ought to te restricted and diminished so far as 
is compatible with a sate and faithful execution of 
the laws. 

4. Resolved, That it is the right of the Represen- 
tatives of the people to examine into all abases and 
usurpations which may be apprehended to exist in 
any of the Executive Departments, in order that 
they may be corrected and prevented, if possible, 
by legislation; and, in flagrant and wanton cases, 
exposed and punished. 

5. Resolved, That the power df appointment and 
removal from office, vested in the Excentive, may 
be greatly abused, and its exercise ought, there- 
fore, to be watched and strictly guarded, so as, if 
possible, ‘‘to prevent the power and patronage of 
the Executive from being brought into conflict with 
the freedom and purity of elections.” 

6. Resolved, That the Representatives of the peo- 
ple in this House have a rightto inquire into the 
causes for which any Executive officer has been 
dismissed from ofice by the Executive. 

7. Resolved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, 
the House of Representatives has a right to call for 
and have furnished to it all official documents, 
papers, and letters, relating to the removal of such 
otlicer, which may be on file among the records of 
any of the Executive departments. 

8. Resolved, That a select committee of 
members be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
inquire whether any “honest, capable, and faith- 
ful” officers have been dismissed from office, not on 
grounds of error, negligence, incapacity, misconduct, 
or unfitness; and, also, to consider and report whe- 
ther any and what restrictions can be imposed by 
law upon Executive patronage, so as more effec- 
tually to guard against abuse and corruption in 
the exercise of the power of removal from and ap- 
pointment to office. 

Mr. PATTON asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend, which were ordered. 

Mr. BOON said that, before he voted, he wished 
to inquire how far back the proposed inquiry was 
designed to extend. 

Mr. PATTON replied, that he desired to go back 
to the beginning of the Government. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted as follows 
—yeas 71, nays 66, which, not being two-thirds, 
the rules were not suspended. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of States and Territories, and were pre- 


sented as follows : 
MAINE. 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD, DAVEE, and EVANS. 

(Mr. Farrvietp presented the following petitions 
upon the subject of the, late duel: Mark Harris 
and 487 others, citizens of Portland, Me.; Charles 
Sitgreaves and 38 others, citizens of Greenwich, 
New Jersey; Sylvanus Higgins and 96 others, citi- 


zens of Cape Elizabeth, Maine; N. Brewster and 
others, of New. York; Reuben K. Stetson and 82 
others, citizens of Hampden, Maine; Jeremiah 
Goodwin and 64 others, citizens of Alfred, Maine; 
Robert Shoemaker and 115 others, citizens of the 
‘county and city of Philadelphia; Wm. M. Boyd 
‘and 106 others, citizens of Wiscasset, Maine; Ed- 
mund Wilson and 28 others, citizens of Thomas- 
ton, Maine; Samuel Fuller and 16 others, citizens 
of Thomaston, Maine; John Spofford and 79 others, 
citizens of East Thomaston, Maine.] Nice 

[Mr. Daves presented the petitions of Asa Smith 
and 165 others, citizens of Oldtown; of Nathan 
Weston, jr. and 48 others, of Orono; of William 
Jameson and 38 others, of Orono; of Edward Bean 
and 47 others, of Charleston; of Aaron Haynes and 
45 others, ot Passadumkeag—all of the’ State of 
Maiae, and on the subject of the late duel; which 
were severally referred, on motion of Mr. .D. to the 
select committee who have that subject under con- 


sideration.] 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Messrs. CUSHING, FLETCHER, LINCOLN, 
REED, and ADAMS. j 
CONNECTICUT. 
Mr. INGHAM. 
VERMONT. 
Mr. EVERETT. 
NEW YORK. 
Messrs. MeCLELLAN, JACKSON, VANDER- 


' VEER, EDWARDS, CURTIS, FILLMORE, 


SIBLEY, LOOMIS, FECK, DEGRAFF, 
RUSSELL. . ; 

{Mr. DeGrarr presented the memorial of John 
A. Corey and 86 other inhabitants of Saratoga 
county, New York, on the subject of the late duel. 
Also, of Robert Forbes and 62 other inhabitants of 
Saratoga county, New York, on the subject of the 
late duel] 

{Mr. McCuetian of New York presented the 
petition of 100 men of Durham, Greene county, 
New York, praying an investigation into the late 
duel, and for the expulsion of the surviving prin- 
cipal, Also, the like petition of 80 women of the 
same place, praying for the expulsion. of the sur- 
viving principal, and both seconds: referred to the 
select commitice raised by the order of the House.] 

{Mr. Russet presented the petition of W. H. 
Kirtland, D. S. Wright, and others, of Whitehall, 
in the county of Washington, and State of New 
York, praying an appropriation for the erection of 
a marine hospital at Whitehall.} 

[Mr. Jackson presented the petition of Benjamin 
F. Wells and 206 other citizens of Suffolk county, « 
New York, on the subject of the late duel; which 
was referred to the select committee on that sub- 
ject. Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizens of 
Sag Harbor, New. York, against the repeal of the 
duties on foreign tallow and olive oil. Also, the 
petition of James Sayre, of Suffolk county, New 
York, praying for a pension for Revolutionary ser- 
vices. Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New York, in relation to a survey of 
the northern lakes and rivers. 

{The following petition was presented by Mr. 
Sitey, of New York, on the 19th March: The 
petition of Asa Messer, and 149 other citizens of 
the town of Seneca, in the State of New York, 
praying for the action of the House on the subject 
of duelling, and for the expulsion of all those 
members of the House who were engaged in the 
late duel: referred to the select committee on that 
subject. The following petitions were presented 
by Mr. Serey on the 12th instant: Two petitions 
of citizens of the county of Ontario, for the con- 
struction of a canal around the Falls of Niagara; 
of citizens of the county of Wayne, N. Y. forthe 
like object; of 137 citizens of the town of Rich- 
mond, N. Y. for the rescinding of Mr. Parron’s 
resolution; of citizens of East Bloomfield, N. Y. . 
for the same object; of 133 citizens of Farming- 
ton, N. Y. for the same object; of Thomas Brown, 
for an increase of his pension; joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of New York in rela- 
tion to a survey of lakes, harbors, etc.] 

NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Messrs. POTTS, HENRY, McCLURE, NAY- 


and 


LOR, OGLE, PAYNTER, PLUMER, HUBLEY, . 


M. MORRIS, TOLAND, and BIDDLE. 

_UMr. Puomer presented a- petition numerously 
signed by citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, 
remonstrattng against the erection of a marine 
hospital at Cleveland, and praying that a re-exami- 
nation may be directed by a competent and impar- 
tial board, with a view of selecting the most suita- 
ble site for the erection of a marine hospital on the 
southern shore of Lake Erie: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Also, a petition, signed by 
cititizens of Pennsylvania, asking-an appropriation 
o fortify the harbor at Erie, Pennsylvania: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. „Also, the peti- 
tion of Sarah Harford, asking for compensation 
for property taken for the use of the army, during 
the late war.] : 

[Mr. Henry presented two petitions of a number 
of the citizens. of Beaver and Mercer counties, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to investigate the 
matter in relation to the recent duel that termi- 
nated in the death of the Hon. J. Citiey, and take 
such measures as will effectually put a stop to the 
murderous practice of duelling in future; on motion, 
referred to the select committee to whom that sub- 
ject is referred. Also, the petition of a number of 
citizens of Beaver county, praying Congress to re- 
cind the resolution that abridges the right of petition, 
passed 21st December last. Mr. H. moved its 
reference to a select committee, but on motion, it 
was laid on the table. 

{Mr. M. Morris of Pennsylvania presented the 
memorial of the citizens of the Borough of Easton, in 
the county of Northampton and Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, recommending that place as a suit 
table site for a national foundry, and asking for it 
the consideration of Congress. ] 


á MARYLAND. 
Mr. HOWARD withdrew the papers in relation 
to the claim of John Smith. 


VIRGINIA. * 
Messrs. PENNYBACKER, JOHNSON, and 
WISE, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Messrs. RHETT and LEGARE. 


TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. POLK, STONE, SHIELDS, CARTER, 
J. L. WILLIAMS, and McCLELLAND. 

{Mr. Srone presented the petition of Wm, Kerr, 
a Revolutionary soldier, of Bradley co. Tennessee, 
praying for a pension for services rendered in time 
of the Revolutionary war.] 

[Mr. J. L. Wittiams presented the petition of 
divers citizens of Knox co. Tennessee, praying a 
survey, and appropriation for the improvement, of 
the Tennessee river: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. Also, peti- 
tions from divers citizens of Blount and Monroe 
counties, Tennessee, praying for the establishment 
ofa mail strage route from Knoxville to Athens, 
via Louisville, Unitia, Morgantown, Eve’s Mills, 
Rockville, and Midway: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads.] 

OHIO. 

Messrs. HAMER, KILGORE and RIDGE- 
WAY. 

LOUISIANA. 

Mr, GARLAND. 

INDIANA. 

Messis. EWING, WHITE and HEROD. 

(Mr. Wars presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, upon the 
subject of the survey of a harbor at Indiana city: 
referred io the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
and ordered to be printed.] 

7 ILLINOIS. 

Mr. SNYDER. 

[Mr, Snyper presented the petition of Robert 
Clark, of Randolph county, in the State of Ilinois, 
praying Congress to authorize him to locate:land in 
Tllinois or. Missouriin lien of warrant No. 2483, 
issued. 13th February, 1815, from the War Office, 
and lost-in transmitting. it-by mail: referred to the 
Committee on- Public Lands.] 

o ALABAMA. 

Messrs. CHAPMAN and LYON. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
; MISSOURI. 

Mr. HARRISON. nae Ne 

{Mr. Harrison presented the petition of ‘sundry 
citizens of the Lexington Land District, praying 
the passage of a pre-emption law; also, of Wm. 
M. Campbell and others, praying Congress to ac- 
cept the terms of Cornelius Campbell to drain a 
body of water called Marais Emps Clair, in St. 
Charles county, Missouri.] 

; MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY.` 

- FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

The SPEAKER. again laid before the House 
sundry Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a statement of the names, class, and number of ves- 
sels built, or selected, for the exploring expedition. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, laid on the table. 

2. A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
State, accompanied with sundry documents, in re- 
lation to the Smithsonian bequest. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laidon the table; 

3. A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
State, in relation to the exports of tobacco to foreign 
countries. 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, laid on the table. 

4, A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a copy and translation of the 
letter of Mr. Pontois, communicating a memorial 
from the trustees of the house of Lafitte and Co. 
at Paris, in relatioa toa claim of that fitz, upon 
the Government of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Messrs. GRAY, BRONSON, and HOFFMAN, 
of New York, and Mr. PHILLIPS, on leave, pre- 
sented petitions. 

(Mr. Gray presented a petition from 370 citizens 
of Courtland county, N. Y. praying for the expul- 
sion of all who were concerned in the late duel; 
which was referred to the select committee on the 
subject. ] 

On motion, the House adjourned. 

, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 19, 1838. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
State Department, in answer to the resvlution of 
the Senate, relative to the progress of the publica- 
tion of. the Documentary History of the United 
States, by Clarke and Force, etc: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, areport from the Postmaster General, in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 9th in- 
stant, on the subject of the correspondence between 
that Department and the Metropolis Bank, and 
the claim set up by the latter and disallowed by the 
former: laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the Mis- 
souri Iron Company, asking permission to enter 
five hundred thousand acres of land, on a credit of 
five years: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the memorial of the Ver- 
mont Peace Society, praying Congress to propose 
the establishment of a Congress of Nations for the 
adjustment of international disputes: ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of New York on the subject of the cur- 
rency, and in favor of the Independent Treasury 
bill: reforred to the Committee on Finance, and or- 
dered to be printed- 

_Mr. WRIGHT presented several memorials 
from citizens of New York, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the slavery in the District of Columbia, and. 
the prohibition of the slave trade ` between- the 
States; and - 

Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions from. 
citizens of Ohio, and one from sundry women of 
New Hampshire, on: the same subject: l 


The questions of receiving these petitions were ` 


severally laid-on- the tablée: -< 
~ Mr, WRIGHT presented: a 
ral citizens of New York; and 


petition from seve” 


Mr. MORRIS presented one from: evi citi- 
zens cf Ohio, remenstrating against the annexation 
of Texas to the United States; which were severally 
laid on the table. anata Ts 
` Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition, signed 
by sundry citizens of Philadelphia, ameng whom 
were judges Baldwin and. Hopkins, praying for an 
appropriation for the purchase.of a site; and the | 
erection of a suitable building for the accommoda~ 
tion of the United States Courts in that city. 

Mr. B. said that the ‘accompanying. documents 
were very strong, and he would move to refer them, 
with the petition, to the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, trusting that that committee would'give all the 
necessary attention to the subject: the motion’ was 
carried. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Horace Bin- 
ney aud sundry other citizens of Philadelphia, in 


| which they state that a large amount of property ` 


is invested in the bookselling business, and asking 
an investigation for the purpose of convincing Con- 
gress that great injury and injustice would result 
from the passage of the international copy-right 
bill. CS 

` Mr. B. said that he would, at a proper time, 
move for the appointment of a select committee on 
the subject: the memorial was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented & joint resolu- 
tion of that State, recommending a site at or near 
Hausin, Indiana, on the White Water Canal, as a 
suitable location for a national armory, and in- 
structing her Senators and requesting her Represen= 
tatives to use their exertions to procure an exami- 
nation of that point, with a view to locate an ar- 
mory there, or some other eligible ‘site within the 
State: laid on the table and ordered to be printed, 
a bill having been reported generally on the subject. 

Mr LYON presented the petition of Felicite 
McCoskry, in behalf of herself and children, for 
the bounty Jand and commutation money due her 
late husband, Doctor William MecCoskry, formerly 
of the Revolutionary army: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Essex county, New Jersey, on the 
subject of a uniform currency, against the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and in favor of a national bank: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. i f 

Mr. KING presented the petition of E. H. Wil- 
liams, administrator of Dr. Cranch, praying com- 
pensation for medical services: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Lasalle county, HNlinois, praying for a 
grant of land, to aid in the improvement of Fox 
river: referred to the Committee on Commeree. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sundry 
Citigens of Maine, praying for the charter of a Na- 
tional Bank, and opposed to the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, in any form. The petitioners say they 
are also opposed to the amendment submitted by 


: Mr. RIVES, regarding itas what they term one of 


the unfortunate family of experiments: laid en the 
table. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the Senate 
bill to change the times of holding the courts of the 
United States for the ninth circuit, together with, 
the amendments of the House thereto, reported the 
same without amendment. i . 
Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the peti- 
tion of James L. White, reported. a bill. for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. n 

Mr. SEVIER, from the same committee, to 
which had heen referred the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause patents to 
be issued to the persons, and for the lands therein 
mentioned, reported “the same without amendment, 
ang recommending’ the rejection of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to recommit the 
bill, with:cértain additional documents. 

= Mr. SEVIER opposed the motion; and, after 
some remarks “from Messrs. LINN and KING 


| Mr. Smiri’s motion was lost. 
"i: The report was then laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 


Williams, of Charleston, S. C. which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. MORRIS: *, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire whether the present laws of 
the United States on the subject of the slave trade 
will prohibit that trade being carried on between 
the citizens of the United States and the citizens of 
the Republic of Texas, whether by land or by sea; 
and whether it would be lawful in vessels owned by 
citizens of that Republic, and not lawful in vessels 
owned by citizens of this, or lawful in both, and by 
citizens of both countries; and also whether a slave 
carried from, the United States into a foreign coun- 
try, and brought back or returning into the United 
States, is considered a free person, or is liable to be 


sent back, if demanded, as a slave, into that coun- 


try from whieh he or she in part came; and also 

whether any additional legislation by Congress is 

necessary on any of these subjects. Lies over one 
ay. 

By Mr. YOUNG: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Fay- 
ette post office, in Green county, in the State of 
Illinois, by way of Oceola and Waverley, to Spring- 
field, in that State: adopted. 

By Mr. TROTTER: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency and necessity of establishing a mail route 
from Kennedy’s Store, in Copiah county, Missis- 
sippi, by Haley’s Ferry, Concord, Stein’s Creek, 
Brandon, Densinville, to Carthage, in Leake coun- 
ty. Also, into the expediency of a mail route direct 
between Mobile, in the State of Alabama, and 
‘Winchester, in Mississippi, the mail to be carried 
on said route twice a week from Mobile to Win- 
chester; and thence on the present route from Win- 
chester to Columbus, Mississippi. Also, of a route 
from Columbus, Mississippi, by Waverley, or Mil- 
lin’s Bluff, in Lowndes county, to Colbert, in the 
same county: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Se- 
nate took up the amendment of the House to the 
bill of the Senate, to change the times of holding 
the courts of the United States for the 9th circuit; 
and after a few remarks from Mesers. CLAY of 
Alabama, GRUNDY, SEVIER, and LUMPKIN, 
the hour of one o’clock having arrived, the subject 
was passed over informally. : 

_INDPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury Bill; when 

Mr. BENTON resumed his remarks, commenced 
on Thursday last, and addressed the Senate until 
past 4 o’clock; when, 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, February 20, 1838. 


Reports from committees were called for. 
CLAIMS. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
the vacancy on this committee, occasioned by the 
decease of Mr. Carter, was ordered to be filled up. 
COMMERCE. 

Mr. CUSHMAN reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of Jaconitus Pigott and 
others, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia reported a bill for the 
relief of certain umbrella makers of the city of 
Philadelphia. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri reported a bill for 

the relief of Tilford Taylor. 
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of Ro- 
bert Wilmot. 

Also, a bill to authorize the payment of the 
seven years’ half pay due on account of Revolu- 
tionary services.of Thomas H. Boyles, deceased. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


ef John Barnes, deceased. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of H. W. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 


Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the relief || 


of the heirs of John Hopper. 
INDIAN AFFAIR- 

„Mr. CAMPBELL of South Garclina reported a 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Thomas Murray. - : 

- MILITARY AFPAIRS. 
Mr. McK AY made an unfavorable report on 
memorial of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city 
of Savannah, Georgia, in relation to the cession of 
Fort Wayne, and the same was laid on the table. 


NAVAL AFFAIRS, 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill to authorize the 
purchase of two vessels to be employed as receiv- 
ing vessels in the naval setvice of the United States. 

Mr. S. also reported against the petition of cer- 
tain citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for an appro- 
priation for the completion of the frigate Raritan, 
and it was laid on the table. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to 
Job Halsey of New York. ` 

Mr. SIBLEY reported a bill granting a pension 
to Leonard Smith. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, reported 
a bill for the relief of Sibel Barnes. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Elisha Davis. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
John Lybrook. 

Mr. M. also made a report in the case of Joanna 
Jones; which was referred to the same Committee 
of the Whole to which bill No. 456 was referred. 

Also, a report in the case of George Morriss; 
which was referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole as bill No. 176 was referred. 

Mr. M. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Wilson Hunt and John Suite. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO of Virginia and Mr. POPE 
of Kentucky, on leave, severally presented peti- 
tions. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont asked leave to 
move to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the further consideration of the “bill for the 
relief of John Blank,” with a view to bring it into 
the House. 

Mr. REID objected. 


DISTRIBUTION OF LANDS. 
Mr. JOFLNSON of Maryland then resumed bis 
remarks in support of his resolution to grant lands 
to the old States for school purposes. 


: CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
ot the Whole, Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and tock 
up the “bill making appropriations for the civil 
and Deplomatic expenditures of the Government.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
McKAY to strike out the the appropriations for 
Consuls at London and Paris; which motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to increase 
the item for the relief and protection of American 
seamen in foreign countries, $10,000, and sent to 
the Chair communications from the department on 
the subject. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, if there had been 
any examination into the disbursement of this 
fund, because he feared this item had not been pro- 
perly expended. 

Mr. CAMBRELRNG replied, thal the chairman 
of the Committee on the Expenditures of the De- 
partment of the State would be the most proper 
person to answer this inquiry. Mr. C. then made 
some remarks in support of the amendment he had 
submitted. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD went into an explana- 
tion of the manner in which these disbursements 
were made, and expressed himself as not being 
satisfied with the manner in which these disburse- 
ments were made. 

Mr. HOWARD supported the amendment on 
the ground that exchange was at a higher rate than 
heretofore. . 

Mr. PHILLIPS went into a full explanation as 
to the manner of disbursing this fand, and urged 
the increase of it on the House because of the 
increased tonnage of the country, and the increased 


demands which were made upon it on account of 


the number of desertions.and discharges of our sea- 


men in foreign ports.: : 

Afler a fen remarks by- Messrs. ADAMS, 
SHEPPERD,. CAMBRELENG, HOWARD, 
McKAY, REED, PHILLIPS, and McKIM, 
the question was taken, arid the vole was, ayes 49, 
noes 17—~no quorum. © : 

The committee then rose, and- reported that fact 
to the House. : : 

Mr. REED moved that the House adjourn, with 
a view, he said, of obtaining a quorum, while the- 
yeas and nays would be taking.on the motion. 
` Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordeted, and were, yeas 9, nays 121. 

So the House refused to adjourn, and a quorum 
appearing, the chairman resumed the chair, in 
Committee of the Whole, and the amendment 
pending was agreed to. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an item of $4000 
for the second payment of Mr, Persico, for statues 
for the Capitol, and another of $8000. for the se- 
cond payment for the paintings in the rotundo: 
agreed to. 

Mr- BELL then submitted the following amend- 
ment. 

Src. . And be il further enacted, That, from and 
after the first day of October next, the salaries of 
all the officers for the payment of which provision 
is made in this act, and al} compensations and. al- 
lowances to agents or other persons authorized by 
law, the payment of which is provided for in 
this act, except the President and judges, of 
the courts of the United States, and except, 
also, suth officers, agents, diplomatic or com- 
mercial, whose duties require them to reside 
without the limitsof the United States and the 
Territories thereof, shall be reduced one-fourth, or 
twenty-five per cent. of the amount now authorized 
by law: Provided, That any time before the said 
first day of October, the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to the House of Re- 
preventatives, entitled “A bill to provide for the 
collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue,” or any other bill of a 
similar tendency, or in which provision shall be 
made for the collection and disbursement of the 
public revenue in gold and silver, Treasury notes, 
or other evidences of debit issued under the autho- 
rity of the United States, to the exclusion of current 
bank notes, shall become the Jaw of the land. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG raised the question of or- 
der on this amendment. ; 

The CHAIR. ruled the amendment out of order 
under the 43d rule, which sets ferth that “no mo- 
tion or proposition, on a subject different from that 
under consideration, shall be admitted under color 
of amendment. No bill or resolution shall, at any 
time, be amended by annexing thereto, or incor- 
porating therewith, any other bill or resolution 
pending before the House.” 

Mr. BELL addressed the committee at some 
length, to show that this amendment did not fall 
within the operation of that rule, and that prece- 
dnt admitted this amendment to be in order; for a 
similar proposition had been several times dis- 
cussed, on a motion to amend the same bill, for 
days and weeks, made by the present Governor 
Vance of Ohio. 

The appeal was also sustained in a few words 
by Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, if the gentlemen. 
from Tennessee and North Carolina would refer 
back, they might find fifty cases where the validity 
of the rnles had been abolished by the House and 
the Senate; and in consequence of this, a discus- 
sion had been kept up for weeks and months on 
matters which had no legitimate relation to the ap- 
propriation bills with which they were connected. 
We have a new rule designed to prevent the intro- 
duction into the appropriation bills of any subject 
not provided for by law; and it was in consequence 
of ihis rule that he ‘objected to this amendment. 
But suppose the decision of the Chair to be over- 
ruled by the House, and he should take the converse 
of this proposition, and move it as an amendment; 
suppose he should move to amend the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, by moving to in- 
crease the salaries of all officers of Government, in 
case a certain bill did not pass, would gentlemen 


agree that that would be in order? If the one was in 
order, certainly the other would be. He held this 
amendment to be utterly contrary to the spirit of 
all thë rulés of the House, and-hoped the decision 
of the Chair would be sustained. If this amend- 
ment was introduced, we would be kept here de- 
bating this bill perhaps for months to come, while 
the public service would: be suffering for want of 
the appropriations contained in this bill. He 
trusted, therefore, that the amendment would be 
rejected, and that the bill would be speedily passed. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, HAL- 
STED, REED, and CUSHMAN, the decision of 
the Chair was affirmed—ayes 66, noes 57. 

Mr. REED then rose and said his attention had 
been called to a report of some remarks made by 
him some days ago, by the Globe, as to the Post- 
master General. Justice to the Postmaster General 
and himself required him to say that the reporter 
had mistaken his remarks. 

I remarked, said Mr. R. upon the subject of ad- 
vertising for contracts, and also upon the subject 
of postmasters’? taxes on boxes, debated in this 
House two years ago; and also to a cail made early 
in the session for a reduction of the postage; when 
the chairman [Mr. Montcomery] said he presumed 
the gentleman [Mr. Reen] could get all the infor- 
mation he desired by a call upon: the Departmeht. 
Upon ‘that occasion, Mr. R: replied that he bad 
made-repeated calls, meaning by resolutions, etc. 
and in debate, and referring to. the boxes and the 
reduction of the postage, but did not refer to any 
formal call upon the Department; nor did he refer 
at that time, at all, to the expense of advertising. 

Mr. HALSTEAD then moved to strike out the 
item of $4,000 for a jet d'eau on the south side of 
the central foot-way, in front of the Capitol. 

Mr. H. intimated his intention of making some 
remarks on this subject, but gave way to 

Mr. MALLORY, on whose motion the commit- 
tee rose. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 

Mr. JENIFER asked leave to submit a motion 
to print 5,000 extra copies of the President’s Mes- 
sage and accompanying documents in relation to 
the tobacco tade; which was granted, the motion 
putand agreed to. 

Mr. J: moved to recommit the bill to incorporate 
certain banks of the District of Columbia to the 
Committee on the District; which was agreed to. 

On motion, ` : 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 20, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of the friends of the late and present 
Administrations of the General Government, but 
opposed to the bill in the United States Senate, re- 
ported by the honorable Siras Wrucur, commonly 

„called the Sub-Treasury, recently assembled at 
Pittsburg; on which occasion George A. Cook pre~- 
sided. : 

Mr. McK. said, on looking over the names of 
the gentlemen who made the call, and took part in 
this meeting, he knew many of them to be what 
they professed to be, “friends and supporters of 
the late and present Administrations; he knew, 
furthermore, that that they were men of respecta- 
bility, and Democrats of the Jeffersonian school: 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of General 
Joseph Hernandez, praying compensation for pro- 
perty destroyed by the Indians in Florida, in con- 
sequence of its occupation by the United States 
troos: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
the heirs of Thomas Lucas, praying for coummuta- 
tion: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr: ROANE ‘presented the petition of Sarah 
Burch; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. we 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of Jo- 
seph de la Francia, praying remuneration for arms 
purchased for the. use of the citizens of Florida in 
1810, vider the Conventional Government: refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. . br 

Mr. CLAY of Mabama; from the Committee 


on the Public Lands, reported a bill for the rélief of 


Laurent Millaudon and others, of the city of New 


Orleans. : 

Mr. CLAY, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Jones, of 
Lawrence county, Alabama; both of which. were 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the’ Committee on Public 


Lands, to which the same had ‘been referred, re- - 


ported, without amendment, the. House bills “ to 
extend the time for selling the land granted to the 
Kentucky Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb,” and 
«“ for the relief of Jane Waller.” Mr. W. also re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the town of Southport, 
Wisconsin, and a bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk, 
and the legal representatives of Thomas P. Esk- 
ridge; which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. - 

Mr. W. from the same committee, also reported, 
without amendment, the bill from the House to 
cede to the State of Ohio the interest of the United 
States to a certain road in that State. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had been referred the bill to divide 
the Territory of Wisconsin, and establish the Ter- 
ritory of Ioway, reported the same, with an amend- 
ment, which was read. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. MORRIS yes- 
terday, relative to the transfer of slaves from the 


United States to Texas, came up for consideration. 


Mr. WALKER meved to lay it on the table; 
when ' 

Mr. MORRIS calling for the yeas and nays, they 
were ordered, and the question was decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Southard, Spence, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Trotter, Walker, White, Wright, and 
Young—32. 

WAYS—Messrs. Lyon, McKean, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Swift, and 
Williams—9. 

The bill for the relief of Michael Cassel was 
read the third time and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to change the times of holding the courts of the 
United States in the ninth circuit, together with the 
amendments of the House thereto. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to amend the amendment, 
by changing the times of holding the circuit in 
Arkansas, from the third Monday of March to the 
first Monday of October; which amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted a further amendment 
as follows : 

“ Be it further enacted, That if any of the judges 
of the circuit courts of the United States shail fail 
or refuse to hold any court belonging to the cireuit 
or district, which had been assigned him by law, 
unless prevented by sickness, such judge shall be 
considered guilty of a high misdemeanor.” 

Mr. SEVIER said. he thought it his duty to en- 
deavor, in some way or other, to see that courts 
were held in his State. We had no circuit court 
last spring in Arkansas: we shall have no court 
there this spring. I had intended to offer an 
amendment to this bill, to deduct one thousand 
dollars from the salary of the judge for every court 
he failed or refused to hold. But, upon reflection, 
I thought such an amendment could not be adopted 
consistently with the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, and, on that account alone, I had not offered 
it. The only remedy I know of, is the one I have 
proposed. I know that, in raising my voice against 
the immaculability of the judges, I shall raise 
up against me a strong opposition. The Judiciary 
is the favorite branch of the Government. But such 
a consideration shall not prevent me from doing 
what I conceive my duty on this or any other im- 
portant subject. 


duties of their high offices, I shall, for one, en- 
deavor to make them... ; 
Mr. PRESTON : suggested. that the laws were 


H already sufficient to provide against nonfeasance as‘: 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


So far as lam concerned, if the- 
judges do not hold their courts, and discharge the | 
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well as malfeasance in office, and thata judge, 
guilty of either, was liable to impeachment and 
conviction. Without intending to express. any 
opinion as to the present case, he. thought that an 
impeachment here would do more towards securing. 
fidelity în the public officers, than any affirmation 
in the statute book. z 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, in reply, that the 
censure which seemed to be implied in the last 
remarks of the Senator from Arkansas, as an act of 
justice to the present judge of the ninth circuit, 
demanded some explanation. So far as any thing 
like neglect of duty was imputed to the judge, those 
remarks were founded in mistake. “He said the 
present judge did not receive his commission tntil - 
the month of May last, and after the time appointed 
for holding the circuit court of Arkansas of the last 
year had passed by. If the bill under considera- 
tion had passed as it left the Senate, the time of the 
court would have been fixed for the third Monday - 
of March; and we all know the Supreme Court had 
adjourned at too late a period for the judge to have 
reached Little Rock in time, without abandoning 
his seat and neglecting the performance of his duty 
here. Hence the Senator from Arkansas had no 
right, thus far, to complain of the present incum- 
bent. 

Mr. C. also said, that at the times appointed for 
holding the courts in New Orleans and Mobile last 
fall, it was well known the yellow fever was pre- 
vailing in both those places, and it would have been 
madness for the judge to have gonethere. Indeed, 
if he had gone, Mr. C. said, he could have done 
nothing, for the parties, witnesses, and jurors, could 
not have been induced to attend;so that, as regarded 
the circuit at large, Mr. C. said there had been no 
neglect of duty on the part of the judge. - 

Mr. C. said he was no apologist for any public 
officer who might be guilty of a neglect of duty, but 
he felt himself bound to do justice to all when 
wrongfully charged. He still thought the Senator 
from Arkansas had better withdraw his amend- 
ment; its object was sufficiently embraced by the 
general doctrine already adverted to in this debate, 
and there was danger of-weakening, rather than 
strengthening, that doctrine, by such specifications 
as the amendment proposed. nee f 

Mr. SEVIER then, at the suggestion of Mr. C.. 
withdrew his amendment, = : i 

Mr. PRESTON suggesting that he had an amend- 
ment to offer; but the hour of one o’clogk having 
arrived, the subject was passed over informally, and 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill, when Mr. SOUTHARD, 
who had the floor, addressed the Chair in opposi- 
tion to the bil, and continued his speech until a late 
hour, when he gave way for a motion to go into 
executive business; and then, after a short session, 

The Senate adjourned. ae 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 21, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, on leave, presented a petition 
of Joseph Fullerton and 54 other legal voters of 
Danville, New Hampshire, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law to prevent duelling; which was re- 
ferred to the committee having that subject under 
consideration. ` 

Mr. INGHAM, on leave, presented a similar 
petition from the students of the Wesleyan Univer- 
sity of Middletown; which was similarly referred, 

CHEROKEE TREATY. 

Mr. HOLSEY asked leave to move to discharge * 
the Committee on Indian Affairs from the further 
consideration of a memorial from Long Island, 
New York, in relation to the Cherokce treaty. 

Mr. STANLEY inguired-why the motion was 
made. 

Mr. HOLSEY replied, that he had made it in, 
pursuance of his duty as a Representative from the 
State of Georgia. sip $ 

Mr. STANLEY objected. ik i 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rules, 
but it was disagreed to. , 

` Reports from committees were then called for. 
a 2 e WAYS AND MEANS. 
“Mr. CAMBRELENG moved t> discharge the 


Committee of the Whole, on the Union, from the 
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farther censideratiun of the “bill making appropri- 
„ations for. the’ ‘suppression of Indian. hostilities;” | 
which Was agreed to, and the bill recommitted to 
‘tas Committee of Ways aind'Means. ` ba 

Mr. G. then reported a bill making appropria- : 
tions for preventing and suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties for the year 1838, and for arrearages for the - 
year 1837. oe 


JUDICIARY. SS : 

Mr. THOMAS reported a resolution directing ` 
the Clerk to ‘purchase ‘one full and perfect copy of 
the Laws of the United States,for the use of each of 
the Standing’ Conimittées of ‘the House of Repre- - 
sentatives, and pay for the same out of the contin- 
gent fund; which Was concurred in. 

-O PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

_ Mr. HARLAN reported back the bill for the re- 
lief of thé heirs of Joseph ‘Leibert, deceased, with a 
verbal amendment, which ‘was concurred. in, and 
the bill ordered to a third reading to-day, and at a | 
subsequent ‘Stage of the proceedings read a third 
time ‘and passed. 

ce `. [NAVAL ABRAIRS. i 
fr. INGHAM reported à bill to authorize the 
employment of ‘two additional clerks in the office 
of the Secretary of the Navy, two additional clerks 
in the office of the Navy Commississioners, and to 
increase the compensation of the warrant clerk of 
the Navy Department. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to 
Staphen Olney of Pennsylvania, 

BE Mr. KLINGENSMITH reported a bill for the 
relief of Peter Hedrick of the State of North Caro- 
lina. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Elisha Bentley of the 
State of New. York. 

. Mr. LEADBETTER reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, for the reliéf of Philip Riviere; and 
the amendment having been concurred in, the bill 
was ordered to be read a-third time to-day, and 
afterwards read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BEATTY reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of William Graham, deceased. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Viiginia reported a bill 
granting a pension to Wilkam Ford, of the State 
of Virginia. 

LANDS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. 

‘Mr. CUSHMAN, understanding that Mr. Jonn- 

son of Maryland, who was entitled to the floor on 

his resolution to ‘grant lands for schools, was indis- 
posed, moved its postponement till to-morrow, for 
the purpose of moving that the House go into Com- 
mittee of fhe Whole on the state of the Union, on 
the bill from the' Senate “authorizing the appoint- 
ment of persons to test the usefulness of inventions 
to improve and render safe the boilers of steam en- 
gines against explosions.” i 

The motion to postpone, was agreed to, but- the 
other disagreed to. 

Mr. CLARK moved a suspension of the rule for 
the purpose of making the ‘Independent Treasury 
bill the spëčiál order‘of..each day, from and after 
Tuesday next, at 1 o’clock, until finally disposed 
of, butit was lost. 

UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
EVERETT, on the 29th of December last, was ta- 
ken up ‘and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to the House copies of all 
correspondence between the Government of the 
United States and the Government of Mexico, and 
all instructions given to our Ministers at the Court 
of Mexico, since the date of the Mexican Treaty of 
1828, not heretofore communicated to this House; 
and also, that he be requested to transmit copies of 
all correspondence sinee the date aforesaid, and not 
heretofore communicated to this House, between 
the Executive of the United States and our Minister 
at the Court of Mexico; and also, that the Presi- 
dent be requested to communicate to the House co- 
pies of all orders given to General Gaines, prior to 
the 15th of December last, and his reports thereon. 

HARBOR OF ST. LOUIS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. MIL- 
LER on the 28th of December, was taken up and 
agreed to: s 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 


to report to 


Louis; what progress has been made in said warki 


„and whether any farther-appropriation will bg: ne- 
-cessary Tor iis prosecution the ensuing yealj: and 


if so, what amount. wil] be required. 


SURVEYS OF WESTERN RIVERS, &. ` 


The following, which, were ‘submitted by Mr. 
JONES of Wisconsin in. December last, were taken 
up seriatim: g T 2 

1 Resolved, That the Secretary of War.be directed 


to cause surveys, tó be made-of the following rivers i 
in Wiscensin Territory, viz: the Des Moines, the 


Iowa, the Waubosepinicon; the Macoguetors, the 
Rock, the Pecatonica, the, Fox, ‘together with plans 
and estimates for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion ofthe same. —— > 

On motion of Mr. BOND, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

. 2. Resolved, That so much of the report of the 
Secretary of War.as relates to the. sgle of the 
mineral lands of the United. States, be referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and that the 
Secretary be requested to furnish this House with 
all.the information in his Department touching this 
subject. 

This resolution was considered and agreed to. 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to furnish this House with the surveys, 
plans, and estimates, for the improvement of the 
mouths of the Manitowoc, the Sheboygan, ‘the 
Kewaunee, the Root river, and of the Havre bay, 
in Wisconsin Territory, and of the mouth of the 
Milwaukie river. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, referred to the 
Committee en Roads and Canals. 

SEMINOLE INDIANS. 

The following, submitted by Mr. EVERETT on 
the 9th of January, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform this House whether any Seminole In- 
dians, coming in under a flag of truce, or broaght 
in by Cherokee Indians, acting as mediators, have 
been made prisoners by General Jesup; and, if so, 
to transmit to this House copies of all orders from 
the War Department, and of all communications 
from General Jesup, or from any other person or 


persons, on that subject. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


this ‘House the. plan that has been : 
-adopted for the improvement of the harbor of. St. i 


The following, submitted some time since, by | 


Mr. SLADE, was taken up, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement show- 
ing the number of acres of the public lands which 
have been purchased under laws grauting the right 
of pre-emption, distinguishing the several laws-un- 


` der which, and the several States and Territories in 


which, such purchases haye been made. And 
that he also be directed to communicate any in- 
formation which may be in the possession of his 
Department touching any associations which may 
have been formed by intruders on the public Jands 
for the purpose of adjusting the relative rights of 
occupancy, and putting down competition at the 
public sales of such lands, 
EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

A resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. FILL- 
MORE, to print 10,000 copies of the report of the 
causes which have led to the delay of the explor- 
ing expedition, came up in its order. 

Mr. F. said, that upon examining the document, 
he had found it did not contain all the information 
that was desired on the subject, and he therefore 
withdrew the resolution, 

DESTRUCTION OF THE CAROLINE. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
FILLMORE on the 19th of January last, came up 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested, if not incompatible with the public ‘| 
interests, to communicate to this House any in- į , 
| expedient to arm the frontier, ` 


formation possessed by him, respecting the capture 
and destraction of the steamboat Caroline at 
Schlosser, during the night of the 29th of Decem- 
ber last, and the murder of citizens of the United 
States on board, and all the particulars-thereof not 
heretofore communicated. And especially to in- 
form the House whether said capture: was autho- 
rized, commanded or sanctioned, or has been avow- 


ed by the. British: authorities: or -officers,.or any of 
them... And, also, what steps have been taken by 
him to obtain:satisfaction from the Goyernment.of 
Great Britain on: account of said outrages. And 
to.communicate to. the House any correspondence 
relative thereto, which. has passed between. the Go- 
vernment of the United States and Great. Britain, 
or any of. the public authorities of either... 

Mr. McKIM said, that seeing. the-chairman.of 
the-Commitee on Foreign Affairs [Mr H owarD] 
was not in-his. seat, he moved to lay.the resolution 
onhe table. ; aa : 
~ Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman: would 
not press that motion, for his belief was that the 
chairman of the Committee on Forcign Affairs was 


| not-opposed to it, 


Mr. McKIM could-not withdraw the motion, for 
he believed. the Executive was doing every thing in 
his power to. bring the matter to a satisfactory issue, 
and the effect of this resolution would be rather to 
impede than facilitate that object. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he must be compelled 
to ask for the yeas and nays ; but, before they were 
ordered, > d 

Mr. McIXIM varied his motion, by moving to 
postpone the further consideration of the resolution 
till to-morrow, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, if. the gentleman 
would assign some good reason for that motion, he 
would not object to it ; 

Mr. McKIM replied that-he had made the mo- 
tion for the same reason he had made the other. 

Mr. FILLMORE rejoined. that if he. had not 
good reason to believe that. the chairman of: the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs was not opposed to 
the resolution, he would assent to this motion, but 
believing otberwise, he could not. 

Mr. McKIM was decidedly opposed to the reso- 
lution, for be was sensible that the two Govern- 
ments were doing every, thing in their power to 
bring the question to a satisfactory issue, and this 
would only tend, if it had any effect at all, to 
widen the breach. In proper time all the informa- 
tion would be laid before them. 

Mr. FILLMORE wanted it now, because he 
and his constituents felt a deep interest in the mat- 
ter, and they had no apprehensions that the dis- 
closures of the truth would. have a dangerous ten- 
dency. Still, if any danger was to be apprehended 
therefrom, it would-be in. the: power of the Execu- 
tive to withhold the information. Mr, F. was. so 
far willing to confide in the discretion of the Exe- 
cutive, and surely the gentleman from Maryland 
was notless so, 

Mr. ADAMS expressed-a hope that the gentle- 
man would withdraw the motion. Mr. A. then al- 
luded to the three letters in the National Intelligen- 
cer of this morning, between the British Minister 
and Secretary Forsyth, communicated by Governor 
Mead to the Legislature of Upper Canada, and 
commented upon the extraordinary circumstance of 
the American Congress deriving its earliest know- 
ledge of those documents through so distant and fo- 
reign a source, when it-ought long since to have 
come in directly. 

Mr. McKIM would, with pleasure, accede to the 
gentleman’s wish, if he could do se consistently 
with what he held to be right and proper. 

Mr. McK. had seen the correspondence alluded 
to, and regretted its publication as ont of time. As 
the gentleman, however, had adverted to it, he 
would draw his attention to one point in the letter 
of the British minister, viz: that the whole affair 
had been transferred to London, and this presented 
an additional reason against further agitating the 


question at this time. It was premature, and could 


do nothing but embarrass the negetiation between 
the two countries. he ; 

Mr. FILLMORE again resisted the motion, and 
gave, as an additional reason, that the information 
might be indispensable in case it should be deemed 


Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont hoped the sub- 
ject would not be. postponed. -The district repre- 
sented by him bordered on Canada to the extent of 
half way across Vermont, and this outrage had 
produced a great’ excitement. among the people 
there. Three months. had now been suffered. to 
pass, and all the information we had was. furhish- 


a 


ed through. the Canada press, while not the- least 
had come from our own Government, ‘The. citi- 
zens.of that.section wished to know if -our-Govert- 
ment-was:sleeping upon itor not, and Mr. F. was 
of opinion: thal, if the answer to the call. contained 
such information as. it ought, it would greatly tend 
to quiet the excitement. - He hoped. the. House 
would adopt the resolution, and suffer the informa- 
tion: to go before the people. 

The motion to postpone was then put and lost, 
and the resolution was agreed to. 

Sundry bills frem the Senate were then taken up, 
read. twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees, 

CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House then resolved itself. into Committee 
of the Whole, Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and took 
up the “bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenditures of the Government for 
the year.1838.” 

The question pending was the motion made on 
yesterday by Mr. Harstean, to strike out the item 
of $4,000 for a jet d'eau on the south side of the 
centre footway in front of the Capitol. 

Mr. HALSTEAD had no objection to making 
appropriations for improving and ornamenting the 
public grounds at a- proper season; but ata time 
like the present, when our finances were in a most 
deranged condition, he thought.to. make an appro- 
propriation of this. kind when there was no imme- 
diate necessity for it, might subject us to the charge 
of extravagance. It was a matter which might 
well be postponed; and he thought a Democratic 
economical Administration ought to oppose such 
extravagance as this, especially when we are 
borrowing millions of dollars, in the shape of 
Treasury notes, for the purpose of carrying on the 
operations of the Government. If this apprpria- 
tion had been found in an appropriation under the 
late administration of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, across the way, (Mr. Apams,] a great 
outery would have been made about it. We all 
know the cry that was raised, during that Admi- 
nistration, about the east room, the billiard table, 
etc. Thenlet the present Administration practise 
upon the principles which it laid down before it 
came into power. He was opposed. to all appro- 
priations of this kind, which could be dispensed 
with without doing any injury to the public service. 

Mr. H. addressed the House about two hours, 
contrasting the whole of the expenditures of the 
present Administration with the expenditures . of 
the administration of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and comparing the principles of Demo- 
cracy, as laid down by Thomas Jefferson, with 
the principles held by the party now in power, 
with a view of showing that the expenditures of 
the Government exceeded what they had formerly, 
and that the principles of Democracy of the present 
time were very different from the principles enter- 
tained by Mr. Jefferson, and commenting with 
much severity upon the course of many of the 
Executive officers. 

Mr. BYNUM was at loss to express his feelings 
with regard to the course of argument which had 
been pursued by the gentleman from New Jersey. 
He was stirprised to find that any gentleman would 
pursue such a course of remarks, after the scenes 
which we have had arising from debates of this 
kind; and he trusted, if gentlemen did not want to 
involve the House in disgraceful scenes, that he 
would cease to pursue such a course of remarks. 
He regretted to see these Halls, which should alone be 
used for the purpose of doing the business of the peo- 
ple, converted into an arena for the promulgation of 
filthy electioneering slang. He had hoped from 
the scenes which have passed before us, that de- 
bates of. this. kind would have been put an end to 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives of the 
nation, Every intelligent member of the party to 
which the New Jersey member was connected, had 
the same-feeling, with regard to the remarks.of the 
gentleman, which he. [Mr. B.j entertained, and. he 
could only: account for this singular speech. by the 
gentleman’s own. admission, that. he was a no- 
vice. in „matters of legislation; .that, he con- 
sidered; was ihe..only. excuse which the gen- 
tleman had for making such a speech . on 


such an` occàsion: The cause of such appeals |}. With regard to the-vituperative slang--of-the-gen-. 


| ds these being made. te the country, could. only be 
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found in. the fact that there was a dread of the ru- 
ling hand of the people. Their power at the ballot- 
boxes was dreaded; and gentlemen made this place 
a political lecture room, forthe purpose of promo- 
ting their party slang. and abuse, to endeavor 
to mislead the- popular voice of the coun- 


try; but the people of the country, who were 


cool-and calm, and from from the excitement 
which might be got up here, would appreciate these 
harangues properly, especially as. they come from 
a gentleman who acknowledged himself to be a 
novice.. If the gentleman from New Jersey had 
consulted the older and more experienced members 
of his party, for many ef whom he [Mr. B.] en- 
tertained the highest respect, he would never have 
made such a harangue as the ene he had just con- 
cluded. They would have told him that such at- 
tempts were not the more fruitful. He must, there- 
fore, look upon the gentleman from New Jersey 
as not reflecting the opinions of the party with 
which he claimed to act. In fact, he had heard the 
opinion of many honorable and high-minded men 
with regard to the speech which the gentleman had 
delivered, and it was entirely disapproved of by 
many of them. He would not here attempt a vin- 
dication of the Executive Departments of the 
Government upon a trifling appropriation for a 
fountain in front of the Capitol, because, 
unfortunately for the gentleman from New 
Jersey, on this occasion, the head of the 
committee which reported this appropriation origi- 
nally, and who urged it upon the Committee of 
Ways and Means and the House, was a distin- 
guished member of the party to which the gentle- 
man belonged. He alluded to Mr. Lincoin, who 
was chairman of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds; and certainly that gentleman 
would never assent to any appropriation which was 
extraordinary or extravagant. 

The House would recollect that the gentleman 
from New Jersey, who had just addressed the 
House, had on a former occasion, at the extra ses- 
sion, made a speech in most classic style, on which 
occasion he believed he had read a great part of 
the book of Horace, and he must say that his 
remarks of to-day illy comported with his remarks 
on that occasion. “He had to-day designated the 
party opposed to him in politics as “Van Jacks,” 
and made. allnsions to “darkeys” and “blackeys,” 
which would do him but little credit in the House 
and out-of it, and which but little comported with 
the oft-repeated assertion that his party was 
composed of all the talents and all the de- 
cency. He trusted the matter would end here, 
but he would say to the gentleman that he 
occupied a responsible situation, when he used 
such slang as this. He did not believe, however, 
that the gentleman had intended the speech for 
the House of Representatives of the nation, but 
merely for home consumption—for the use of his 
constitutents. Then, if this was the case, he 
would recommend the gentleman to address them 
in a manner either at home, or through some other 
medium, which would not be consuming the pub- 
lic time and public money. The gentleman’s speech 
had cost the people and the country more 
than the amount of the. whole appropriation, 
which he proposed to strike out; and he 
believed if his constituents were the intel- 
ligent citizens, which he [Mr. B.] took them 
to be, that it would operste more against the 
gentleman himself than those against whom it was 
directed. . ‘The gentleman had gone on to say that 
there were many appropriations-for the public ser- 
vice which ought to- be reduced. If this was the 


case, that the expenditures of Government were | 


extravagant, let the gentleman introduce a proposi- 
tion to redace them,. separate and apart from this 
bill, and he would go for it. Mr. B. had no doubt, 


| however, but that the gentleman from New Jersey 


would hold om tfo the. prolific mother of. all these 
extravagant-expenditures—the tariff. i 

If he (Mr. B.) was going to curtail expenditures, 
he should. consider that the first blow ought to be 
struck at a high tariff; and, if this. was. done, 
where would the gentleman from New Jersey be 
found? He would doubtless be found opposing it. 
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tleman against the late President J ackson, hethought 


‘it ill befitting a member of the House of Represen- 


tatives, and it only showed the malignant: hatred 
which . the gentleman entertained: for the. Demos 


‘eratia—the ruling people of this land. Because, 


they had honored the late President, the gentleman 
from. New Jersey. denounces him. Mr. B. ad- 
dressed the House at considerable length, and with 
some warmth, in reply to the various assertions 
and charges of the gentleman from New Jersey. 


Mr. LINCOLN opposed the amendment, and 
remarked upon the extraordinary course of Mr. 
Hatsteap in making a general attack upon the 
Administration, and delaying the passage of this 
important bill, on a little item like the one under 
consideration; an item inserted by the chairmar.of 
the Committee of Ways and Means at Mr. L’s in- 
stance. He severely reprehended these indis- 
criminaté censures and abuse of the Administration, 
in which he never would join; and which he. be- 
lieved had lost much of the influence among the 
people that the party with which he acted. would 
otherwise have enjoyed; and he was aware of the 
responsibility he assumed’ in making this declara- 
Mr. L. then. went on to support’ the 
proposed appropriation with much earnestness, 
in repy to Mr. H. and insisted that there 
was not a constituent of the gentleman who 
would not blush at the work being rejected, 
after being acquainted with the circumstances. 
There was not the shadow of an apology to reject 
it. Thegentleman had complained of other ap- 
propriations as not being consistent with the Jef- 
fersonian Democratic. Republican Jacksonian 
doctrine, but whatever it was, they should 
have Mr. L’s support. With reference to the 
President’s Mansion, about the costliness of 
which the gentleman had complained so. much, it 
was a disgrace to the country; and in many of the 
rooms the gentleman would not lodge his negro, if 
he kept one. Mr. L. had not a constituent who 
voted for him whose rooms were not better fur- 
nished than that in which the President received 
company of both sexes. The roof and wings of the 
building leaked, and yet the gentleman from New 
Jersey would withhold the appropriation to put it 
in repair, to stop the leaks. “Mr. L. would not he- 
sitate to empanel a jury of. the gentleman’s consti- 
tueuts on the question; and he hesitated not to say 
that they would not sustain him. ; 


Mr. BELL returned his thanks to the gentleman 
from New Jersey, for the coursehe had pursued in 
bringing the abuses of the Government to the notice 
of the country, expressed his regret at the remarks of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and went into 
somewhat an extended explanation of Mr. Har- 
steap’s remarks. Mr. B. said it was the duty of those. 
who believed abuses to exist to expose them, and 
they must avail themselves of every opportunity to 
do so, for whatever appropriation bill .came up, its 
speedy passage would be urged on the ground of 
want of money. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that the gen- 
tleman had correctly stated that the.cry would bé, 
on every appropriation bill, that the money was. 
wanted. They were then in the fourth month of 
the session, and there was not one single depart- 
ment of the Government that, for the last two or 
three months, had not been absolutely at the mercy 
of every broker, bank and shaver in the couutry. 
By the indulgence of the Speaker alone had’ the 
members of Congress been saved; but Mr. C. could 
tell gentlemen that even that indulgence was about 
to fail, and they would soon be in the situation of 
the Government officers throughout the Union. 
Mr. Œ. hoped this bill would ‘be brought ont 
of committee to-night, especially as there 
were so many important bills behind upon 
which they could” -debate these questions, 
for upwards of: half ‘a million ‘of protested 
drafts upon the Government were already’ lying 
over. Mr. C. did not. regret these speeches being 
made at the proper time, for they were always pro- . 
ductive of good, but he begged gentlemen who had 
them in preparation to reserve. them to another oc- 


: easion, which would soon present itself. 


After.a few remarks from Mr. MERCER, Mr. 


-HALSTEAD obtained the floor, but gave way to 


ay 
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` Mr. BELL, on whose motion the committee rose 
and reported. : 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on leave, laid on 
the table, with a view of having it printed and offer- 
ing it on the next resolution day, the following re- 
‘solution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of —— mem- 
bers be appointed, to take into consideration the 
‘propriety of proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States prohibiting the several 
States, in incorporating banks, ‘or other associate 
‘bodies, from authorizing the issue of notes of the 


same denominations of the coin of the United 


States, or under, 
On motion, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 21, 1838. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Asranam 
Van Buren, his private Secretary; which was 
read: : 3 
‘To the Senate of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the Senate of the United 


‘State, a report from the Secretary of State, accom- . 


panied by a copy of the correspondence requested 
by their resolntion of the 5th ultimo. 
. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuincrox, Mareh 20, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the message 
with the accompanying documents was lad on the 
‘table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens af New York, on the subject of the late 
duel: Jaid on the table and printed. 

On motion of Mr. CUTHBERT, the petition 
and papers of Commodore Warrington, on the files 
of the last session, were again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
‘sundry citizens of Buffalo, New York, praying 
that an.appropriation be made for the improvement 
of the harbor of Silver Creek: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
eleven citizens of Philadelphia, protesting against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. B. presented two. petitions, one signed by 
fourteen, the other by forty-one citizens of Phila- 
delphia county, praying Congress to abolish slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
The question whether these petitions should be re- 
ceived, was laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN said when he moved, some days 
since, for the printing of the report and accompa- 
nying documents in relation to the introduction and 
cultivation of tropical plants in Florida, he wished to 
have hada number of additional copies printed. 
Finding that it would be inconvenient to the pub- 
lishers to keep the types standing, he would now 
move that 5,000 additional copies be printed at 
once. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would like some explana- 
tion before he could consent to vote for the print- 
ing of so large a number of the documents in ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LINN explained at large that the whole 
subject was one of vital interest to Florida, as well 
as of vast importance in a national point of view. 
Mr. L. was well convinced, from what he had al- 
ready seen, that the introduction and cultivation 
of these plants would be attended with the most 
beneficial results to the whole country. The docu- 
ments abounded with the most interesting informa- 
tion to the scientific agriculturalist, and might be 
the means of opening a wide field, in this country, 
for the introduction of plants, that could be con- 
veried into uses for the Government, while they 
would be advantageous to the citizen. Mr. L. 
said the documents would speak for themselves. 

The question was taken, and the printing was 
ordered by a large majority. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made unfavorable reports on the bills frora the 
House for the relief of George Dyer and Squire 
Stearns. 


The bill to change the times of holding the courts 
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of the United States in. the Sth circuit, was talzen 
up; and the question being on the amendment of 
the House— Sa 


Mr. PRESTON said he was opposed to the. 


amendment offered by the House of Representa- 
tives, because it would have a tendency to dimi- 
nish the duties of the judge of the 9th district, and 
increase those of the judge of South Caralina and 
Georgia, who in the case before the Senate, Mi. P. 


said might be viewe! somewhat in the light of a` 


constituent. These judges, he said; were of recent 
appointment, and had entered upon their duties with 
a full knowledge of all the labors and responsibili- 
ties attached to the station. 

It was well known that Judge Wayne had per- 
formed the duties of his office to ‘the satisfaction of 


l every body; and hence he, Mr. P. objected to the 


additional labors which the amendment would 
necessarily impose on him. Besides, if he recollected 
aright, it was made ground of coinplaint the other 
day by a Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Szvirr,] 
that the judge had not yet performed the duties of 
his office; and yet here was a proposition before 
them to make a change before we could tell how 
the system would be likely to work. 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
South Carolina seemed to make it a personal, 
rather than a public, concern. I£ the Senator 
would look at the subject with his usual care, he 
would perceive that the change would be attended 
with great public convenience. It was nota qués- 
tion of taking from one and giving to another, but 
so to equalize the duties as to insure their perform- 
ance to the satisfaction of the public. As the 
arrangement now stood, it was utterly impractica- 
ble for the judge of the ninth district to get through 
the labors of the office. Mr. C. then went into a 
long detail to show the extent of travel incident to 
this circuit, and contrasted it with that of the judge 
of the sixth judicial district. While Judge McKin- 
ley’s circuit embraced an extent of upwards of six 
thousand five hundred miles, Judge Wayne's did 
not exceed thirty-six hundred. 

Mr. WHITE spoke for some time in relation to 
the adoption of the present judicial system, and the 
object that was had in view in its original arrange- 
ment. He would prefer that the whole matter 
should stand as it does until the next session. Mr. 
W. took occasion to express his regret at the at- 
tempt to introduce as ystem of mileage for the judges, 
and he was pleised to see that the commitice had 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject. If the salariesof the judges 
are not sufficient, [said Mr. W.] raise them, but 
do not establish a system alike at war with former 
usages, and the dignity of the station. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that as this bill would 
probably take up some time in discussion, and as 
it was near the hour for the special orders of the 
day to be taken up, he should move to lay it on 
the table, or pass it over informally. 

The bill was then passed over informally, Mr. 
PRESTON intimating his intention, when it came 
up’again, to move to recommit it to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with instructions. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill, when Mr. SOUTHARD 
resumed his argument!, in opposition to the bill, and 
continued speaking till after three o'clock. 

The question was then taken on Mr. RIVES'S 
amendment, which was rejected by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, and White—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay cf Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Mounton, Niles, Norvell, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—23. 

Mr. PRESTON, after the result of the vote was 
announced, came into the Senate Chamber, and 
asked permission to record his vote in favor of the 
substitute. : 


The VICE PRESIDENT said, if there was no 


_ point now. 


objection ‘made, he should direct the. Secretary. tö 
record the namie. . eas 

Mr. BENTON objected. “He had been theré 
eighteen years, and had: uniformly opposed every 
motion of that kind. “He ‘thought it established a 
bad precedent to permit Senators to record: their 
names after the vote had been taken, andthe result 
made known. ee 

Mr. GRUNDY wished the Senator would forego 
his objections, and instanced a> case ‘during’ the 
present session where he had his name recorded by 
one of the reporters as voting-againgt a measure, 
when, in fact, he had not -voted’at’all.. On the 
next morning, he stated the matter to the Senate, 
and asked permission to have his, name recorded in 
the affirmative, which was granted. 

Mr. KUNG was desirous that counesy should be 
extended to the Senator, and that he be permitted 
to record his vote; and the course was the less ob- 
jectionable, as the result could not be varied by 
granting the permission. 

Mr. BENTON was inflexible; he had (as he be- 
fore observed) for the last eighteen “years, pursued 
the same policy, and could not consent to yield the 
He would so far yield, however, as to 
move to reconsider the vote, by which means’ the 
same object could be more safely attained. © 

Mr. CUTHBERT here rose: and observed that 
he had hitherto remained silent while this sabject 
was under discussion, holding a peculiar position in 
relation to it. With those with. whom he’ was ac- 
custcmed to act, he agreed not in terms merely, 
but in sincerity of heart, in essential principles; it 
was, therefore, always painful to him ‘to separate 
himself from them where their feelings were deeply 
engaged, or where they believed they were vindi- 
cating the interests or honor of the country, When 
he said this much, he believed there would be con- 
fidence placed in the sincerity of the motives which 
governed him in the course he was about to take. 
Having hitherto been unwilling to embarrass his 
friends by an expression of sentiments adverse to that 
policy which they believed was the best for the coun- 
try, and having under this feeling been silent while 
this subject was debated, offering no amendment and 
taking no partin the discussion, he now thought 
that the moment had arrived when it would be pro- 
per to explain his position fully to the Senate. It 
was this: he essentially agreed with his friends that 
there onght to be a separation between the business 
of the Government and that of the banks, and he 
believed there was sufficient evidence in the last 
year that the country was prepared for it and would 
sustain his friends in effecting that Separation. But 
he was not willing to go beyond that which was es- 
sentially necessary for effecting that object; he was 
not willing to go to the extent of abandoning that 
medium by which the commerce of the country is 
carried on. He could have wished to have explain- 
ed himself further, but that species of indisposition 
which rendered it difficult for him to address the 
Senate, as well asthe sudden surprise occasioned by 
taking the important vote just announced, prevent- 
ed his so doing. : 

Under these circumstances, and saying as he did 
to his friends that he believed that the principles on 
which they acted were in accordance with the form 
of our Goverment and the character of our peo- 
ple; and believing, too, that their struggle was to 
maintain the rights of the people and that equality 
in our social compact whick was essential to the 
preservation of our institutions—-honoring and lov- 
ing them ashe did for the purity of their inten- 
tions, and the ability with which they sustained the 
cause they were advocating, and sympathizing with 
them, as he always had donre, and should continue 
to do while he had life, he felt the deepest. pain in 
making the motion he now did; to strike out the 
23d section of the bill, . 

The CHAIR stated, that the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Georgia was not then in order. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BEN- 
TON’S motion, and the reconsideration of the vote 
ou Mr. RIVES’S amendment was ordered. 

After a brief interval, Messrs. BAYARD and 
PIERCE, the two Senatorswho were absent, arriv- 
ing, the question was again taken on Mr. RIVES’S 
substitute, and it was rejected—yeas 22, nays 30. 
as follows; : i en wie 


Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cathbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—3v. 

Mr. CUTHBERT then renewed his motion to 
strike out the 23d section. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed a wish to address 
the Senate on this amendment, and moved an ad- 
journment, but withdrew his motion at the sugges- 
tion of . 

Mr. GRUNDY, on whose motion the Senate 
went info the consideration of Executive business, 
after which 

The Senate adjourned, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Teurspay, March 22, 1838. 
f THE LATE DUEL. i 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented the fol- 
lowing petitions on the subject of the late duel, all 
of which were refefred to the select committee 
having that subject under consideration, viz: Ste- 
phen Emery and 51 others, citizens of Paris ; Peter 
A. Hewett and 86 others, citizens of East Thomas- 
ton; Lauriston Ward and 30 others, citizens of 
Saco ; John Elliot and 253 others, citizens of Bath; 
Joshua Dillingham and 42 others, citizens of Cam- 
den; Cornelius Thomas and 45 others, citizens of 
Camden}; John Burnham and 66 others, citizens of 
Orland ; John Bailey and 151 others, citizens of 
Parsonsfield ; William Boune and 35 others, citi- 
zens of Wells; Levi Morriil and 44 others, citizens 
of Westbrook ; Meshach Humphrey and 45 others, 
citizens of Gray; Nathan C. Fleicher and 54 
others, citizens of Thomaston; Denny McCobb 
and 137 others, citizens of Waldoboro; William 
Schenck and 141 others, citizens of Waldoboro ; 
Cornelius Holland and 31 others, citizens of the 
town of Canton; David K. Gleason and 33 others, 
citizens of the town of Mexico ; John Goodridge 


and 44 others, citizens of the town of Mexico}. 


William White and 183 othets, citizens of New 
Gloucester; Enoch Wood and 62 others, citizens 
of Acton ; Elisha Bodwell and 124 others, citizens 
of Sharpleigh ; James‘ Bonney and 126 others, citi- 
zens of Buckfield; Edward Fuller and 47 others, 
citizens of Readfield; William Gooch and 16 
others, citizeas of Wells: all in the State of Maine. 

Mr. «VANS, on leave, presented a petition on 
the same subject. 

Mr, PAYNTER, on leave, presented a petition 
on the same subject. 

Mr. DAVEE, on leave, presented the following 
petitions on the same subject, viz: Of Nehemiah 
Bartlett, and 50 other citizens of Garland; of Noah 
Barker, and 42 others of Exeter; of Henry Camp- 
bell, and 50 others of Greenbush; of Joseph Brad- 
ford, and 39 others of Lubec; of J. W. Eaton, and 
45 others of Plymouth; of Ebenezer Bickford, and 
49 others of Newburgh; of Alansa Johnson, and 
20 others of Atkinson; of J. M. Eddy, and 53 
others of Corinth; of Daniel Forbes, and 39 others 
of Lincoln; of E. L. Hammond, and 54 others of 
Atkinson; of Edmund Pilsbury, and 8U others of 
Newport; of Mark L. Hill, and 29 others of 
Philipsburg; of Josiah Farwell, and 110 others of 
Pittsfield; all in the State of Maine. 

Mr. HENRY presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for an investigation of the late duel that 
resulted in the death of the Hon. J. Cruney, and 
that efficient means may be adopted to puta stop 
in fature to this murderous practice; which, on 
motion of Mr. H. was referred to the select com- 
mittee to which that subject is referred. 

Messrs, DAVIS. of Pennsylvania, MORRIS of 
Obio, and WILLIAMS of New Hampshire, seye- 
rally presented petitions on the same subject. 

Allthe above were referred. to the select commit- 
ero oae cas es iam cee 


& 


VEAS—Messts. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, | 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, | 


| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. GOODE, on iéave, presented a petition on 
the subject of the National road. . 


Mr. LAWLER, on leave, presented a petition 


for a post-route in Alabama. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution of Mr. SLADE, calling 
for information in relation to the public lands was 
adopted, [see proceedings in the Globe of last even- 
ing] My. H. made the motion.on the ground that 
it would be impracticable to furnish the information 
called for during the present session.. The motion 
lies over. 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 

Mr. CRAIG reported Senate bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Dr. Thomas Carter, deceased, without 
amendment. 


Mr. HARPER made an unfavorable report on — 


the petition of John Smith, one of the heirs of Bal- 
lard Smith. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill for 
the relief of Susannah Rowe, widow of John Rowe, 
deceased. 

ROADS AND CANALS, 

Mr. SNYDER reported a bill authorizing the 
survey and continuation of the National road from 
Vandalia, in the State of Illinois, to Jefferson city, 
in the State of Missouri: read twice, committed 


Union, and ordered to be printed, 

The SPEAKER communicated to the House a 
letter from Mr. Hunvrer, the assistant Doorkeeper, 
notifying the House of the decease of OVERTON 
Carr, esq. the principal Doorkeeper. 

My, MERCER then submitted a resolution in 
relation thereto, that the House adjourn at four 
o’clock this afternoon, for the purpose of attending 
the funeral of the Jate Mr. Carr; that the expenses 
thereof be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House, and that the widow be paid the salary of 
the deceased to the end of the present session of 
Congress; which was agreed to. 

LANDS FOR SCHOOLS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then resumed his 
remarks on the resolution submitted by him, some 
time since, to grant a certain quantity of the public 
lands to the old States for the use of schools, equi- 
valent to that granted to the new States. 

Mr. LAWLER obtained the floor, but gave way 
to a motion to a call for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, in answer 
to a resolution of the House, transmitting the letter 
of General Jesup, dated Fort Jupiter, December 7, 
1837; which, on motion of Mr. BRONSON, was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the War Department, trans- 
mitting a report from the Adjutant General and 
Paymaster, in relation to the number of volunteers 
and militia engaged in the service of the United 
States, and showing the difference in expense of 
such troops and the regular troops of the United 
States; which, on motion of Mr. MERCER, was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 

of the Whole, Mr. in the chair, and took 


up the “bill making appropriations for the civil, 


and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1833.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Hatsreap to strike out the item of $4,000 for the 
jet d'eau, on the south side of the centre foot-way 
m front of the Capitol. 

Mr. HALSTEAD, who was entitled to the floor, 
replied at some length to the remarks make on yes- 
terday by Mr. Lincoin, 

Mr. BOON said that it was not his intention to 
follow the member from New Jersey [Mr. HEAL- 
STEAD] through the whole of his tirade which he 
poured forth yesterday against the late and present 
Administrations of the people’s own choosing. “He 
had listened attentively to the gentleman’s ha- 


. rangue, and he must say, that he had not supposed 
, that there was a human. being to be found upon the 
face of the earth, who could, in the space.of two - 


hours, have detailed or brought to view so great 4 


_numbar of gross absurdities and undignified allu- 


sions, as were summed up in the gentleman’s 
speech on yesterday. Nor was he ever before so 
sensible of the advantages of being “well-born” 
and ‘college bred.” This was very strikingly 
exhibited in the gentleman’s illustration of what 
constituted a dandy. That gentleman, in the true 
character of the revengeful adder, whose poison is 
under his tongue, commenced his attack upon the 
Administration by making invidious comparisons. 
He was pleased to call the friends of the Adminis- 
tration Van Jacks, and the Administration itself he 


‘yery modestly and respectfully (according to his 


vocabulary of learning) pronounced to be a dandy 
Administration. A dandy, he said, generally wore 
corsets and dickeys, and went in debt more than it 
was able to pay. Such, he said, was the true cha- 
racter of the present Administration, The Presi- 
dent and Vice President, he said, one or both of 
them, wore corsets and dickeys, but he did not 
know whether they were black or white. Dickeys, 
the gentleman had said, bore a very close affinity 
to darkies or blackies, and he had added much more 
of the like disgraceful slang. 

The member from New Jersey made quite a 
display about the increase of public expenditure 
in the way of stationery and public printing, and 
introduced items to show that the heads of Depart- 
ments had been furnished with a certain amount 
for newspapers; and, among others, had particu- 
larly dwelt upon one called the Turf Register. But 
the gentleman took especial care not to say any 
thing about the sum of public money that had been 
expended for his particular benefit, by way of 
books, newspapers, paper, pens, wafers, sealing 
wax, etc. He (Mr. B.] should like to know how 
much stationery had been consumed by the mem- 
ber from New Jersey, in enclosing bank Whig . 
speeches, and other Opposition stuff of like charac- 
ter, 

If the number of public documents have been 
increased during the late and present Administra- 
tions, to what party is that item of public expen- 
ditare to be charged? Surely not to the Adminis- 
tration party; for it will be found that in nineteen 
ceses out of twenty, where calls have been made, . 
calculated to swell the amount for printing and for 
paper, it has been by calls made by the Opposition. 
To have heard the gentleman’s harangue, one 
would have supposed the gentleman to be one of 
the greatest economists of the age; but on looking 
across the hall, he discovered the gentleman stand- 
ing behind a larger pile of. public documents, than 
he had seen on the table of any member at 
the present session of Congress, while he was 
addressing the House. ~ 

But it was useless for him to say more in reply 
to one who (to use a backwoods phrase) had been 
literally “used up” by a distinguished “Whig” gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincoun.] In 
the whole Whig ranks in that House, there had, as 
yet, been but one solitary individual—that is the 
honorable member from the Nashville district, in 
the State of Tennessee—who could muster moral 
courage enough to thank the gentleman from New 
Jersey for his wholesale denunciation of the Ad- 
ministration. 

It seemed to him that the gentleman from New 
Jersey started upon a wrong scent; and that the 
greater part of what he intended to be prejudicial 
to others, was applicable to himself also. The 
gentleman declared in the outset of his speech, that 
this Administration. was a dandy Administration. 
Now, Mr. B. considered that this came with 
rather a bad grace from the gentleman from New 
Jersey, for if he had been called upon to point out 
one of the members of the House who, above all 
others, wore the most dandy-like appearance, he 
should have, unhesitatingly, pointed to the member 
from New Jersey. Who would suspect a gentle- 
man of.«talking about dandies who had to get.on a 
stump to look over his cravat, or take off his coat 
to get his fingers in the pockets of his vest. Why, 
sir, it is sublimely. ridiculous. Mr. B. believ- 
ed there Would, at all times, be found in 
this country... political demagognes who will 


.be continually finding fault, and with such 
. persons the gentleman might be classed. In fact, 


OS. ARE: AE A DT”: 


that gentleman’s speech of yesterday could be com- 
_pared to nothing better than an old woman churn- 
ing with a churn without a lid, who bespattered 
‘every one that came near her. But the people 
‘had: been humbugged long enough by such speeches, 
and would pay but little’attention to them. They 
had heard the cry of wolf, wolf, too long, when 
there was no wolf to put any faith in such false 
alarms. 

‘Mr. LINCOLN rose and made a few remarks 
in reply to Mr, Hatsrpan’s remarks of to-day, ex- 
planatory of his own remarks of yesterday. 

_ __Mr. MERCER moved an amendment to Mr. 
Hatsreap’s motion, so as to complete the grounds 
in the plan heretofore proposed; which, after a few 
words from Mr. EWING, was agreed to, and the 
amendmémt as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike from the bill the 
two items of $950 for clerk in the office of the 
clothing bureau, and $500 for the messenger to the 
same; which was agreed to, and the amount trans- 
ferred to another branch of the service, on Mr. 
‘McKAY’s motion. 

Mr. MALLORY sent to. the Clerk’s table, to be 
read, a letter from Commodore Dallas, in reply to 
Mr. M’s remarks, some time since, on the navy; 
and, without recognising the right to be questioned 
for what he said on that occasion, made a state- 
ment in relation thereto, saying that the refutation 
of Commodore Dallas was to him entirely unsatis- 


factory, and he could not, therefore, retract his | 


charge. 

Mr. BELL then renewed his proposition for a 
deduction of salaries of one-fourth, in a modified 
form, by leaving out the contingency of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill passing. 

Mr. CUSHMAN raised the point of order. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of erder, on the ground that it would be engrafi- 
ing a measure. to regulate salaries on a bill to ap- 
propriate money to pay those already in existence— 
two distinct. propositions. f 

Mr. BELL took an appeal from this decision, 
and adverted to former precedents, 

Mr. HAYNES did not see the force of argument 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, inas- 
much as the mere permission of the House could 
“not be drawn into precedent in violation of its law. 
He very well remembered a case in which an 


amendment was offered by the gentleman from |; 


Tennessee, which was obviously out of order, but 
no exception being taken, the bare permission of 
the House that it should be received and acied 
upon, would, by that gentleman’s argument, be 
eonstrued into precedent. That the amendment 
_Yeferred to was out of order, was manifested by 
the decision of the House upon an amendment of 
similar character subsequently offered to the same 
original proposition, and the point of order being 
_Yaised, it was ruled out by the House. Therefore, 
permission to offer and entertain a proposition was 
not such a precedent as would be an authoritative 
exposition of the rules of the House as to bring it 
within the range of order when the question of or- 
der had not been raised. Mr. H. would not make 
a display of learning, but would remind the hono- 
rable gentleman from Tennessee of a simple and 
well known maxim, 
“Malus usus abolendus est.” 
He would not, therefore, agree that the rules 
should be set aside by the gentleman’s precedents. 
Mr. BELL rejoined that the latter case alluded 
to by the gentleman from Georgia was.excluded by 
the operation of a new rule. 
Mr. HAYNES replied, that as the case to which 


he had referred might be misunderstood in conse- | 


‘quence of the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, it was proper that he should state 
it fully. That case, in its totality, was this. When 
the bill making appropriations for fortifications for 
the year 1837 was under consideration, the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee offered an amendment, pro- 
posing a distribution of such surplus revenue as 
might be in the Treasury on the first of January, 
1838. That proposition was permitted to be en- 


tertained, no one raising the question of erder. | 


Subsequently, another amendment was proposed to 
the same bill, the object of which was to bring 
down the zevenue from customs, by a revision and 


i timent, distinctly expressed. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


reduction of the tariff. To this the question of order 
was raised, and sustained by the House. This 
case illustrates the little force which we should give 
to precedents. Consequently, the permission to of- 
fer a proposition does not justify the inference that 
it was necessarily in order, when the point of order 
had not been raised. 3 ` f ? 

The decision of the CHAIR was then sustained 
by the committee, without a division. 

Mr. BELL moved to reduce the clatise appropri- 
ating the pay and mileage of members and dele- 
gates of Congress from $567,680 to $425,760, and 
of the pay of the officers of the two Houses from 
$40,400, to $30,300; which, after a few words 
from Messrs. BELL, MERCER, REED, and 
WILLIAMS of North Carolina, was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill and amendments 
to the House; and, on motion of Mr. C. the same 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then gave notice that he 
should call up the appropriation bills again to-mor- 
row and next day. 

The hour of 4 o’cHack having arrived, pursuant 
to the order adopted this morning, 

The House adjourned. 


Mr. Wacenee presented, on Monday last, the 
memorial of the citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, 
and its vicinity, setting forth the prominent advan- 
tages of its location for a national foundry, and 
asking for it the consideration of Congress, believ- 
ing it to be the most suitable place that could be se- 
lected, and had said memorial referred to the se- 
lect committee who have this subject under consi- 
deration, and that it be printed. ` 

Mr. W. also presen‘ed the petition of the citi- 
zens of the borough of Easton, calling upon Con- 


duel, and to adopt such measures as the country 
demands. It was referred to the select committee, 
who have the subject now under consideration. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 
House ov Representatives, 
March 22, 1838. 

Sin: In the very brief sketch of the remarks made 
by me yesterday, on Mr. Halstead’s motion to 
strike an item from the Appropriation bill, I am 
reported to have said, in terms quite too general 
and unqualified, that the appropriations of which 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Halstead) 
had complained, and which he had characterized as 
‘in accordance with the Jeffersonian, Democratic, 
Republican, Jacksonian policy,” should have my 
support. My remarks, on the contrary, were expli- 
citly restricted in their application to such appropri- 
alions as had been recommended by the Committee on the 
Public Buildings, of which I am a member, and 
which I contended were prudent, economical, and 
urgently required by a proper regard to the public 
interest. I further incidentally adverted to the ob- 
jections insisted upon by the geneman fron New 
Jersey, that unreasonable and prodigal expenditures 
were incurred in the employment of unnecessary 
clerks in the Land and Patent oflices; and stated 
that, so far from there being here present cause for 
complaint, a great and satisfactory reform had been 
| effected in each of those departments, under the ope- 
ration of the laws of the last Congress providing for 
their reorgunization, and which had been brought 
about by the concurrent and united action of both po- 
| litical parties, in measures to which I had given a 
most cordial support. Idistinetly stated that l was no 
friend to the Administration; that its general course 
of policy met my most decided disapprobation, and, 
in the humble measure of my ability, had received 
my zealous opposition, but that I would not direct 
an indiscriminate hostility to every proposition 
which might be offered, merely because they came 
from the Government or its agents; thet whatever 
my honest judgment should sanction I would adopt, 
contenting myself, in the faithful discharge of duty, 
with rejecting whatever that judgment, properly in- 


I do not profess to give the precise language 
| used by me on the occasion, but such was the sen- 
I may think proper to 
present the whole of my remarks hereafter, but in 


I formed, requires me to condemn. 


gress for its interposition in the late unfortunate . 


the meanwhile I respectfully ask that you would 
do me the justice to insert in ‘your paper ‘this cor- 
rection of a misapprehension (doubiless altogether 
inadvertent) of your Reporter. ete 
eee Your ob’t servant, * 
~  LEVEEINCOLN. 


_IN SENATE, © o nats 
; Trursday, March 22, 1838. ee 
Mr, KNIGHT. presented ‘the. petition of Japhet 
‘Wilkinson; which was referred to. the Committee 


` on the Patent Office: 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition ` of sundry 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying that Congress 
will take measures tò suppress duelling: laid on 
the table. : à 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Ezra Chap- 
man, Lieutenant:in the Revolutionary war, pray- 


‘ing for a commutation: referred to the Committee 


on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the corpo- 
rate authorities of the city of Mobile, praying remu- 
neration for expenses incurred in equipping a com- 
pany of volunteers for the Indian war in Florida: 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. _ 

Mr. KING also presented the. memorial of seve- 
ral citizens of Mobile, asking an appropriation, for 
the purpose of building a light-house at Cedar 
Point: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill grant- 
ing to the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad 
Company the right of way through the public lands, 
and for other purpeses; which was read ‘twice, and 
referred. ne: ae : ce 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the: re- 
lief of Captain Nathaniel Goodwin, and a bill for 
the relief of the heirs and legal «representatives of 
the Baron de Kalb, Jate of the Revolutionary army; 
which were read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, without: amendment, the bill 
from the House for the relief of Joseph Nibur, de- 
ceased; and, on motion of Mr. W. the same was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and, 
after a brief explanation from Mr. W. was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. ` 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Nancy Con- 
traman and others. ` f ia 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Joseph Morris, deceased; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution 
which was considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from La- 
fayette, in the State of Indiana, and’ from thence 
down along the Vermilion of the Illinois river to 
La Salle, in the county of La Salle, in the State of 


‘TIlinois. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency: of im- 
porting one or more sets of the most approved appa- 
ratus, now employed on the coast of Europe in 
the light-houses. . 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed 
to inquire whether a more efficient, safe and useful 
system of locating, constructing, lighting, and 
managing the. light-houses necessary for our coast 
may not be adopted. i 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint reso- 
lution directing. the expenditure of the appropria- 
tion for the removal of the troops of the United 
States from Fort Gibson, reported the same with- 
out amendment; and, 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the same was taken 
up, and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SEVIER advocated the bill with some zeal, 
showing at the same time the absolute necessity 
there was for its immediate: adoption: the location 
of the fort at the exact’ point named in the résolu- 
solution, was also contended for. ~~ aN 


Mr. GRUNDY moved to amend the bill so as to 


give. the Secretary of War discretionary -power. 
Mr. G. thought the price proposed extravagant; 
that no land in that section of country -could be 
worth $15,000, the price stipulated to be paid. 

Mr. FULTON observed, in reply to. the remarks 
of the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Grunpy,] that. 
the value of the situation of Old Fort Smith was 
greatly increased by means of the improvements 
erected upon the point by Captain Rodgers, the 
present owner of the property. There were six 
houses of various descriptions now used as stores, 
dwelling houses, and warehouses, worth from 
eight to ten thousand dollars, and which would be 
of great value to the United States in uses con- 
nected with the erection and occupation of the 
fort. The site of Old Fort Smith was directly 
upon the line which separates the Choctaw lands 
from the State of Arkansas. The old fort was 
situated on the Indian lands; and the houses and 
other improvements of Captain Rodgers, within a 
few hundred feet of the fort, were within the State 
of Arkansas. For the use of the fort, the lands of 
Captain Rodgers were indispensable. They were 
purehased by him after the final settlement of the 
boundary line. This point was one of the most 
eligible upon the Arkansas river for purposes of 
defence, and for the enforcement of the intercourse 
laws.. This point, and one other on the opposite 
side of the river, a few miles lower down, were the 
only places recommended as at all suited to the 
object by the commissioners. The country above 
upon the river, for many miles, is low and subject 
to inundation, and cannot be used for the erection 
of a fort; and the consequence is, that if the new 
fort is to be erected for the defence of the frontier 
of Arkansas, it.must be built either at the point 
where Old Fort Smith is situated, or upon the 
highlands, at the mouth of Lee’s Creek. The 
Secretary of War, said Mr. F. has already declared 
his preference in favor of Fort Smith; and a pro- 
position is now in his possession, binding upon 
Captain Rodgers to sell to the Government the 
quantity of his land required, with all the buildings 
and other improvements upon it, for the sum of 
$15,000. No difficulty can, therefore, grow out 
of the provision in the resolution designating the 
place where the fort is to be erected; and knowing 
Captain Rodgers as I do, I feel authorized to say 
he will not attempt ‘to increase the sum he has 
proposed to take for his lands. 

This resolution has been introduced in con- 
formity with the views of the Secretary of War, 
who has stated to me that he had decided in favor 
of Fort Smith. 

As to the importance of this work of defence to 
the State of Arkansas, and the urgent necessity of 
its immediate erection, my colleague has already 
so fully presented those points to the Senate as to 
make it unnecessary for me to offer any further 
remarks upon the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER explained at length the subject, 
showing the present exposed state of the frontier, 
and maintained that the location of the fort at the 
spot designated in the Joint resolution was necessa- 
ry to protect the settlers, and quiet their apprehen- 
sions. He could scarcely restrain his temper with- 
in bounds, when he heard gentlemen talk of dol- 
Jars and cents, at a time when the lives of a whole 
frontier settlement were in jeopardy. Report after 
report had been made in favor of the spot, and yet 
the Secretary of War had neglected to provide 
what he ought to have done in relation to the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. PRESTON thought it would be better to 
leave the matter in the hands of the Secretary, 
whose business it was to look into such things, and 
whose opportunity of judging of the fitness of lo- 
eation, &c. were far better than any Senator could 
have. Besides he was opposed to forcing the Se- 
cretary to take positions at a stipulated price. He 
{Mr. P.] thought the sum of $15,000 really ex- 
travagant for-any land in that quarter of the coun- 
try, and he felt more disposed to rély on the state- 
ments of the Secretary and his officers, than on 
the: parole statements of gentlemen who could not 
have the same opportunity of information. 

Mr. SEVIER was sorry that the Senator from 
South:Carolina could not “preserve his consistency 
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throughout. It was ‘but a little while ago that Se- 


nator was for trusting as little as possible to Execu- 
tive discretion in any thing. Now he is for leaving 
this whole matter to the option of the Secretary. 


Mr: S. said he thought he had shown the necessity _ 


that. existed for occupying the present site of the 
old fort [Smith] and that year after year the Secre 
tary had omitted to place it there, because he [the 
Secretary] did not conceive that the original reso- 
lution on this subject comported with his views. 
Mr. S. said he would agree that it should be so 
amended, as to direct the Secretary to purchase 
Fort Smith, provided the same could be obtained at 
a reasonable amount. 

Mr. GRUNDY suggested that the words “ at or 
near Fert Smith,” be inserted; which was agreed 
to, and the resolution ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the bill from the House, for 
the relief of Jacob Hawks, without amendment. 


Mr. KING, from the Committee of Commerce, 
reported the bill from the House, for the relief of 
Samuel Potter and James Cassedy, without amend- 
ment. Also, without amendment, the bill for the 
relief of John Peterson. i 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill, and after a debate be- 
tween Messrs. CALHOUN and WEBSTER, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business; after which 

The Independent Treasury bill was again taken 
up; and 

Mr. TIPTON handed to the Chair the following 
amendment, which he proposed to offer, when in 
order: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he hereby is, required and 
directed to adopt such measures as he may deem 
necessary to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, 
taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becom- 
ing payable to the United States, upon the sales 
of public lands or otherwise, to be collected, and 
paid in the legal currency of the United States, 
orin Treasury notes, as by law provided and de- 
clared, or in notes of banks which are payable, 
and paid on demand, in the said legal currency of 
the United States. No such duties, taxes, or sums 
of money accruing or- becoming payable to the 
United States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected 
or received, otherwise than in the legal currency of 
the United States, orin Treasury notes, or in notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand, 
in the said legal currency of the United States. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 23, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented petitions on 
the late duel, from Braintree, Mass.; Harrisburg, 
Pa.; Cayuga co. N. Y.; Seneca co. N. Y.; Wind- 
ham co. Conn.; Poland, Me.; Chelsea, Mass.; Can- 
ton, Mass.; Holliston, Mass.; and Scituate, Mass. 

Mr. MATTHIAS MORRIS, also, on leave, pre- 
sented the memorial of William M. Fahnestock 
and 23 other citizens of Lancaster county, and 
paris adjacent in the State of Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress to pass a law for the suppression of duel- 
ling. 


Mr. ANDREWS, on leave, presented a petition 


| from citizens of Yeates-co. N. Y. asking the ex- 


puision of the members of this House who were en- 
gaged in the duel which resulted in the death of 
the Hon. Jonatuan Cittey, and for the passage 
of a law to prevent duelling. 

Mr. BIRDSALL asked leave to present a peti- 
tion on the same subject. 

Mr. EWING objected. 

Mr. McKENNAN asked leave to present two 
petitions on the same subject, and no objection be- 
ing then made, they were received and referred to 
the select committee. i 

Mr. ANDREWS also presented a memorial on 
the same subject, 

Mr. NOBLE also presented a similar petiion. 

Memorials on private claims were severally pre- 


sented by Mr. DOWNING.of Florida, Mr. LYON: 
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of Alabaina, and Mr. SOUTHGATE of Ken 
tacky. . f 
ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER. ` 

Mr. McKENNAN, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed, on Mon- 
day next, at 2 o'clock, to the election of a prin- 
cipal doorkeeper, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Mr. Overton Carr. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland suggested its post- 
ponement, as the Committee on Accounts had the 
subject of the appointments of the officers of the 
Hall under consideration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, moved fo post 
pone it till Monday week. 

Mr. HAYNES opposed the motion. 

Mr. BOON moved to postpone it till the first 
Monday in December next, on the ground that, by 
aresolution adopted yesterday, the salary of the 
late doorkeeper was extended to the end of the pre- 
sent session, and they had got along since the first 
Monday in September last, with only one door- 
keeper. 

Mr. WILLIAMS took the same ground, and 
thought it probable such an officer might be dis- 
pensed with altogether. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, advocated a post- 
ponement, on the ground that the Committee on 
Accounts might throw some light on the subject 
committed to them, connected with this office. In 
reply to an inquiry from Mr. Haynes, Mr. J. sta- 
ted itas probable that they would report early in the 
week. 

Mr. BOON’S motion was disagreed to; that of 
Mr. WILLIAMS agreed to; and the resolution was 
postponed till Monday week. 

Mr. HALL of Vermont; having obtained leave 
of the Honse, sent to the Chair the Globe of last 
evening, (March 22,) from which the Clerk read 
as follows: i , 

“On the 11th February, 1815, when the bill re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means for 
regulating the deposite of the money of the. United 
States in certain local banks was before the House 
of Representatives, Mr. Roprrtson moved that 
the bill be recommitted, with instructions to the 
Committee of Ways and Means so to amend the _ 
same as to dispense with the agency or instrumen- 
tality of banks in the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment. 

In favor of this motion the votes of the follow- 
ing gentlemen are recorded on the journal (page 
359) in the affirmative: 

«Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman Allen, 
John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, 
Beale, Beaty, Bell, Binney, Briggs, Burges, Camp- 
bell, Chambers, Chilton, Claiborne, Clark, Clay- 
ton, Corwin, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Davis, 
Davenport, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Foster, Gamble, Gar- 
land, Gholson, Gordon, Gorham, Grayson, Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, William Jackson, Ebe- 
nezer Jackson, Janes, Henry Johnson, Seaborn 
Jones, Letcher, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, 
Marshall, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Miner, Moore, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 
Rebertson, William B. Shepard, Slade, Spangler, 
Steele, William P. Taylor, Tompkins, Trumbull, 
Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Wilde, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, Wise, and Young.” | 

Mr. HALL said he would not ask for the further 
reading of the paragraph. The article proceeded 
to state that the gentlemen whose names had just 
been read, himself among the number, Waving thus 
in 1835 voted in favor of dispensing with the 
agency of banks in the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment, were now, in 1838, opposing a measure 
of the same character; and then followed a disser- 
tation upon “Federal patriotism,” “Federal con- 
sistency,” &e. &c. with which it was unnecessary 
to trouble the House. 

Mr. H. said a statement similar to that in the 
Globe had been published in some of the papers in 
his own State, and his object now was to set the 
matter right before his constituents and the country. 
Efe never did, on that or any other occasion, give 
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any such vote as that represented in the Globe. 
Tn order to meet the evidence fully, he would call 
` for the reading of the journal, to which the article 


in the Globe referred. The journal Was accord- 


ingly-read-by the Clerk, as follows! 

“The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill (No. 563) regulating the deposite of the money 
of the United States in certain local banks. The 
question recurred on the motion made by Mr. Ro- 
BERTSON, that the said bill be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
so to amend the same’ asto dispense with the 
agency or instrumentality. of banks in- the fiscal 
operations of the Government. And after debate, 
the question was put on the motion made by Mr. 
Rozertson for the recommitment of the bill, and 
i was decided in the negative—yeas 91, nays 
115.” 

Mr. H. said the journal might perhaps be con- 
sidered as sustaining the view taken by the Globe, 
but he should show that the journal, if it bore such 
a construction, was erroneous, The fact was, no 
vote whatever was taken on the insiructions moved 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Rozerrson,} 
but the vote which is recorded on the journal was 
taken’ on the naked question of recommitting the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means—no. vote 
whatever having been taken on the instructions. 

Before the vote on Mr. RoBerrson’s proposition 
was put, Mr. Fruumore of New York required, as 
any member, by the rules of the House, had a 
right to do, that the question of commitment should 
de separated from the question of instructions; and 
the question being divided, the votes for com- 
mitment were—ayes 91, noes 115, the 91 ayes 
being the same gentlemen whose names are given 
in the Globe. The motion to commit being lost, 
no question could possibly be put on the instruc- 
tions. In proof of the facts thus stated, Mr. H. read 
extracts from the three daily papers then published 
in Washington, giving an account of the proceed- 
ings of that day. The extracts were as follows: 

Extract from the Globe of Feb. 12, 1835. 

The question being on Mr. Rozeerson’s motion 
to recommit the (deposite) bill to the Committee of 
Ways and Means with instructions, &c. Mr. 
Fiuumorp asked for a division of the question to 
recommit with instructions. The question was 
then taken by yeas and nays, which had been pre- 
viously ordered, on the motion to recommit the bill, 
and decided in the negative—ayes 91, nays 115, 

Extract from the Telegraph of Fes. 12, 1835. 

Mr. Fittmory called for a division of the ques- 
lion, and which having been put on that part of the 
motion, viz: ‘to recommit the bill,” the motion 
was rejected—yeas 91, nays 115. i 

Extract fromthe Intelligencer of Feb. 12, 1835. 

Mr. FiLLmors now demanded a division of the 
question, and it was accordingly put; first simply 
on recommitment, and decided by. yeas and nays, 
as follows, viz: yeas 91, nays 115, so the House 
refused to recommit the bill, 

Mr. HALL saidhe had called the attention of 
the Clerk of the House to this subject; who, on ex- 
amination, had ascertained that a memorandum of 
the fact of Mr. Firrmorg requiring a division 
had been entered on the minute books, kept at the 
Clerk’s desk on that day; but that, by inadvertence, 
a notice of the division was omitted to be inserted, 
in writing oui the journal. The facts he now stated 
would appear from a correspondence he had held 
with the Clerk, which was now read, as follows: 

House or Representatives Unrren Srares, 
December 19, 1837. 

Sir: I have received your communication of this 
day’s date. I handed it over for answer to Mr. 
Burch, the chief clerk of my office, who writes up 
the Journal of the House. That answer I here- 
with enclose; and am, with the most perfect respect 
and esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. S. FRANKLIN, 
i Clerk House of Reps. United States. 
Hon. Fiano Haul, 
House of Reps. United States. 


Orrice Houser or Reps. U.S. 
_ December 19, 1837. 
Sia: In answer to the letter of the Hon, Hitanp 
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Hat, of this date, addressed to you, and which you 
have referred to me, in which he states that “it ap- 
pears from the printed journal of the House, of 
February 11, 1835, the bill regulating the deposite 
of the money of the United States in certain local 
banks, being under consideration—that a question 
was taken on the motionof Mr. Roserrson, that the 
said bill be recommitted to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions so to amend the 
same as lo dispense with the agency of banks; and 
that on the qnestion to recommit with such in- 
structions—the yeas were 91, nays 115,” and sug- 
gesting that there is some error in the printed jour- 
nal as he is confident he did not give such a votè, 
I make the following explanatory stated. 

I have referred to the printed journal of the 11th 
of February, 1835, and find it stated that the House 
resumed the consideration of the bill mentioned by 
Mr. Hatt, and that the question recurred on the 
motion by Mr, Rorertson on the preceding day, 
that the bill be récommitted to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, with the instructions so to 
amend the same as to dispense with the agency or 
instrumentality of banks in the fiscal operations of 
the Government, and that the question was put on 
the motion for the “recomniitnient of the bill,” and 
was decided as Mr. Haut has stated—yeas 91, 
nays 115. The entry does not show, as is mentioned 
in Mr, Hauv’s letter, that the instructions were in- 
volved in the vote, nor was it intended to show it. 

I have, also, referred to the short notes of mi- 
nutes taken by you at the table in the House. 
From these it appears that immediately previous 
to the putting the question, Mr. Fintmore of New 
York called for a.division, so as that the question 
be put separately on retommilting, and on the in- 
structions. 

Mr. Fintmorr’s call for the division is not stated 
on the printed journal; but then it is distinetly sta- 
ted that the question was ön recommitmenti that 
question failing, the separate question on the in- 
structions could not, consequently, be put. 

The only error, if error it ‘is, is in the omission 
to set forth Mr. Fittaiorn’s call for the division. 
This is sometimes dune, as the entries themselves 
commonly show the fact that a question had been 
divided; in the present case, the question is ex- 
pressly stated to have been on the recommitment: 
if the question had involved more than the recom- 
mitment, the entry would have gone on to have 
said with the instructions aforesaid. IC the question 
on the recominitment had been decided in the af- 
firmative, instead of the negative, the questicn 
would then have been, of course, pat on the in- 
stractions, which would have made it apparent 
that the question had been divided, fn writing up 
the journal, often at a late hour at night, the dif- 
ferent views which it seems, now, may be taken of 
the subject, did not occur tome, and hence, to save 
what I then deemed superfluous writing, the omis- 
sion to enter the call for the division of the ques- 
tion. With much respect, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) S. BURCH. 
Col Warrer 8. FRANKLIN, 
Cierk House of Reps. United States. 

Mr. H. did not wish to be understood as in- 
tending to cast the slightest imputation on the 
clerk. He had no doubt whatever that the omis- 
sion was unintentional; and the explanation of the 
clerk was perfectly satisfactory. Nor did he wish 
to be misunderstood in any other particular. In 
making this explanation of his own vote, he 
did not mean to intimate an opinion, that if, on the 
occasion referred to, he had voted to recommit the 
bill, with the instructions, that it would necessarily 
follow he was in favor of passing a bill in con- 
formity with the instructicns. On the contrary, he 
knew that it was a Jegitimate and parliamentary 
mode of making cpposition to a measure, to en- 
deavor lo amend it in such manner that it would 
lose the support of its original friends, and become 
unsatisfactory to all sides of the House. He might 


have given such vote, though opposed to a bill ef 


the character specified in the instiuctions, as the 
most effectual means of defeating the bill then un- 
der consideration. And there were doubtless other 
grounds on which a vote on a collateral question of 


this description might be given, without any inten- . 


trusted, tô the entire satisfaction of the Hotisé, that 
| in giving his vote on the Iltrof February, 1835, in 


tion of supporting the bill, when it had assumed its: 
amended form. Bat he would not dwell on this; 
matter: ae wade ond 
“Mr. H: said ‘it was not his intention to occupy’ 
the time of the House in coninienting. on the’. 
evidence he had introduced to show the falsity of 

the statementin the Globe; He had shown; het: 


favor of recommitting ‘a bill to which*he was op-*: 
posed, to the committee which had reported it, the” 
question being, simply,“ shall’ the bilt be recom- 
mitied?” he had not voted, aş bad been represented 
in that paper, “in favor of dispensing with the 
agency of banks in the fiscal operations ‘of the Go-' 


-yernment;” in fact had not voted: at all on that 


question, and for one of the best reasons in the - 
world, that no such question. had been put. The ob-- 
ject he had in view being thus answered, he would: - 
detain the House no longer. ; : 
ALABAMA VOLUNTEERS. : 

Mr. CHAPMAN, on leave, submitted the fol-: 
lowing ‘resolution, which was agreed tot vac 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying ` 
the late Governor of Alabama and his staff, forthe” 
time they Were actually engaged in obtaining, or- 
ganizing, mustering, and marching volunteers, du=' 
ring the year 1836, in consequence of the distür- 
bances with the Creek Indians, and for'expenses in-' 
curred in that service. = a 

Reports frsm standing committees were then’ 
called for. i i Ena 

WAYS AND MEANS: `` , 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated ‘that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means had received certain docu- 
itients from the War Department, in relation to the 
expenditures of the State of New York, on the - 
Canada frontier, and he moved their reference to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
agreed to. oe 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill to autho» 
rize the issuing of Treasury notes, [not to issue 
more than $10,000,000, in not more than for $100 ` 
each, at not more than 6 per cent. per annum, to be 
redeem éd within two years. 

At the request of Mr. BOND the bill was read at 
lenth. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that it was acconi- 
panied by a report, setting forth the necessity of the 
bill. , 

Mr. SERGEANT presented a counter report, 
containing the views of the minority .of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the Independent 
Treasury bill.- He said it might be proper: to state’ 
that it had not been submitted to the majority, but 
had been made in pursuance of an understanding 
in the committee. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that as the 
gentleman’s explanation might not be understood, 
it was proper to state that the minority report had 
not been seen by a single member. of the majority. 

Mr. RIVES moved that 10,000 extra copies of 
the reports of the majority and minority. be printed; 
which was agreed to, : 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Daniel Williams, 
deceased. 

Also, albill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Nathaniel Irish. : 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. PARKER reported a bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph Dukes. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, ; 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported a 
bill for the relief of William Ferguson. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Miller. : 

; ROADS AND CANALS: `x 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill to provide for the 
construction of the Cumberland road through the | 
towns of Louisburg and Salem, in the State of Ohio; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engressed 
for a third reading to-morrow. : 

; PUBLIC LANDS. oo)” 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to establish an additional office in the 
State of Alabama, which Mr. C.moved-at first td 
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postpone till Monday next; 
stating that the bill required commitment, on mo- 
tion of Mr. C. it was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union: 

LANDS TO SCHOOLS. 


The unfinished business of the morning was then 


resumed, being the resolution of Mr. Jounson of 
Maryland to grant an equal quantity of land to 
the old States to that granted to the new, for pur- 
poses of education. 

Mr. LAWLER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House for some time in reply to- Mr. 
JoHNson; but, without concluding, gave way for 
the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ac- 
companied with copies of the contracts made by 
Gen. Jesup in relation to the removal of Indians. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

2. From the same, transmitting copies of papers 
relating to the title of the United States to the 
Friend ore bank, near Harper’s Ferry. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, referred to the 
committee on the subject of a national foundry. 

3. From the same, transmitting a report of the 
survey for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Alleghany river. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SIBLEY moved the printing of three thou- 
sand extra copies, which lies over. 

4. From the same, transmitting a response to a 
reselution, calling for a copy of the answer to the 
letter of General Jesup, dated 20th of December, 
1837, in which the Secretary of War states that, as 
the letter alluded to, contained only a relation of 
the commanding officer, and an assertion of his 
individual opinions, it did not, in his opinion, re- 
quire an answer, and no answer was given. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

5. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting returns of the cost of erecting and esta- 
blishing the principal Mint and its branches, in- 
cluding the buildings. 


CIVIL LIST BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
took up the “bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenditures of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1838.” 

The amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole, with a few exceptions which will be here- 
after noticed, were taken up, and concurred in. 

The House then took up the amendment of the 
committee, increasing the item for the relief and 
proctection of American seamen in foreign coun 
tries, $10,000. 


Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD made some few re- | 


marks, in explanation of his remarks in Committee 
of the Whole, and showing the manner in which 
this appropriation was disbursed by the Depart- 
ment, and contrasting it with the manner in which 
it had been disbursed heretofore. 

Mr. HOWARD replied to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, setting forth the manner in which 
this fraud was drawn upon, and showing that 
there was none of it laying in the hands of Govern- 
ment agents unexpended, and went on to exhibit 
the evil consequences of not making these appro- 
priations in due time. The uncertainty which ex- 
isted in relation to the payment of these drafts was 
the main cause ofthe losses of the Government, 
and he hoped some arrangement might yet be made 
by which this fund would never be out. 

Mr. ADAMS did not consider that the delay 
which had taken place on this bill, in consequence 
of the discussion of this item, would be productive 
of evil, because by it we had discovered the cause 
of the required increase of this fund. It was now 
discovered that it was in consequence of the man- 
ner of making remittances abroad that this fund 
had to be increased, and this being discovered, he 
hoped a remedy might be applied to meet the case. 
He believed a new mode of remitting this fund had 
been adopted, which acted most unfavorably. The 
new system was: forthe consuls to draw on the 
Department of State, without regard to the rates of 
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exchange; and it was in consequence of this that 
bills had been negotiated at a loss of twenty-five 
percent. The old system was to transmit the 
funds at a time when exchange was most favorable 
to this country, and this system he (Mr. A.) con- 
sidered by far the most preferable, and he hoped 
the Committee on Expenditures of that Depart- 
ment would see to this matter, and endeavor to 
have it reniedied. : 

Mr. MATHIAS MORRIS stated that, as a mem- 
ber ef the Committee on Expenditures of this de- 
partment, he had made some inquiry in relation to 
the disbursements of this fund, and had received 
communications from that department on the sub- 
ject. He then sent to the Clerk’s table the letters 
he had received from the department, which set 
forth fully the manner in which this fund was dis- 
bursed by that department. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the practice now 
existing was not only according to law, but he 
would rather have these accounts audited here by 
the Treasury officers than by our foreign ministers 
abroad, as they were formerly. He considered the 
rules established by the Department of State in 
1834 the correct and proper rule of action, and if it 
might have been proper that another course should 
have been pursued twenty or thirty years ago, it 
was not proper now. Drafts could now be nego- 
tiated on New York as well as they could be on 
London or Paris, and he could see no objection to 
the present system pursued by the Department. 

Mr. ADAMS reiterated his objections to this 
new system, and insisted that it was this system 
had cost the Government the additional appro- 
priation asked for. š 

Mr. HOWARD dissented from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, in relation to the conclusion 
which the gentleman had come to; and went into a 
brief explanation of the manner in which the fund 
was managed by the Department. 

Afier a few remarks by Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, 
the amendment of the committee was concurred in. 

The House then took up the amendment in re- 
lation to the jet d'eau and the improvement of the 
public square around the Capitol. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. HOWARD, 
MERCER, LINCOLN, UNDERWOOD, and 
HALSTEAD, 

Mr. HALSTEAD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 93, nays 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The House then took up the amendment of 
$1,200 for distrbution of the first volume of the 
Documentary History of the Revolution; which, at 
‘the suggestionof Mr. CAMERELENG, was non- 
concurred in. 

The House then took up the following amend- 
ment: 

For the service of the General Post Office for the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, in confor- 
mity to the act of second July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, four million six hundred and ninety- 
four thousand dollars, viz: 

For transportation of mails - 

For compensation to postmasters ~- 


$3,400,000 
935,000 


For ship, steamboats, and way letters 31,000 
For wrapping paper - - 20,000 
For office furniture - - 6,000 
For advertising - - - 25,000 
For mail bags - - - 40,000 
For blanks - - - 36,000 
For mail locks and keys and stamps 9,000 
For mail depredations and special 

agents = - - - .12,000 
For clerks for office: - - 140,000 
For miscellaneeus - - 40,000 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio considered that if 
the item in this amendment of $140,000 for clerks 
for offices was agreed to, the items in the bill for 
the clerks and messengers in the Post Office De- 
partment ought to be struck out, because there 
would then, in his opinion, be a double appropria- 
tion for this purpose. He took it that it was the 
intention of the Postmaster General, by asking for 
this item, to supersede by it the necessity of the 
other appropriation to which he had alluded; and if 
this was the case, it would be proper that one of 
these items should be struck out. 


Mr, CAMBRELENG said the -gentleman from | 


Ohio was mistaken in the view he had taken of 


-this question. He explained that the Clerks in 


the Post Office Department in Washington, had 
always been paid out of the public Treasury, and 
the item for their pay had always been inserted in ` 
this bill, but the Clerks in the Post Offices 
throughout the country had been paid out of 


. the Post Office fund heretofore, and no notice 


had ever been taken of it in the bills making ap- 
propriations for the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment. It had now, however, in consequence of 
the law of 1836, which required this fund to be paid 
into the Treasury, become necessary to. make this 
appropriation in our appropriation bills. This ap- 
propriation, as it.did formerly, was made from the 
Post Office fund, but the other appropriation, ‘for 
the Head of the Department and clerks and mes- 
sengers, were made out of the common fund of the 
nation. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY did not consider that he 
was mistaken, and still believed these two appropri- 
ations to be for the same purpose, because it never 
had been the practice at the Post Office Department 
to keep any account of the salaries of the clerks in 
the different post offices. The plan pursued was 
for the different postmasters to pay all the expenses 
of their offices, for clerks as well as other expenses, 
out of the money which they collected; and no 
account was ever kept at the Post Office Depart- 
ment, of the salaries of these clerks; consequently, 
this appropriation of $140,000 in the amendment 
could not be for that object, unless the system of 
doing business in that Department had been 
chanced lately. Perhaps the chairman of the Post 
Office committee could give some information as to ` 
that fact. f 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said he had no in- 
formation other than what was contained in the 
public document lying on the tables of the House. 
Ile, however, had always understood that the 
clerks of the different post offices throughout the 
country were paid out of the post office fund, and 
that the clerks of the Department in this city were 
paid out of the common fund in the Treasury. 

Mr. HAYNES said if the gentleman from Ohio 
would examine the Blue Book, he would find a 
list of some four hundred clerks in post offices dis- 
tributed throughout the country; and, at a very 
moderate compensation, it would require this item 
of $140,000 to pay them. It would be found, he 
believed, that these salaries would average consi- 
derably less than four hundred dollars; and no one, 
he thought, could complain of these salaries. It 
was true we had not been heretofore called 
on to make this appropriation, and it was very 
easily accounted for. The House heretofore never 
made any appropriations for the expenses of 
the Post Office Department, except the salaries of 
the Postmaster General, and the clerks in his of- 
fice in this city—the other expenses of the De- 
partment being paid out of the Post Office fund, 
withont it having any connection with the public 
Treasury. Since the reorganization of that De- 
partment, however, it was required that the Post 
Office fund should be paid into the Treasury, andit 
being paid in, it was necessary that this appropria- 
tion should be made to get it out again. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY was still convinced that 
he was right in relation to this matier, and that the 
gentleman from New York, and the gentleman 
from Georgia, were wrong. ‘Taking the Blue Book 
as a guide, and admitting that there were four hun- 
dred clerks to be paid out of this fund; it would | 
show that there wassome mistake about it, be- 
cause it would be entirely too small for that pur- 
pose. His opinion was, that. the Postmaster Gene- 
ral, considering the state of the finance of the coun- 
try, and of the Post Office Department, had intro- 
duced this item for the pay of the clerks in his 
office. with a view of having them paid out of the 
Post Office fund; and if that was the case, the other 
appropriations ought to be struck out of the bill. 

Mr. HAYNES stated, in reply to the remark 
of the gentleman from Ohio, in regard to the item 
of $140,000 being too small to pay the salaries 
of the rour hundred clerks, without having any 
intercourse with the Department on the subject, that 
ihe natural inference in relation to it, was that the 


‘Postmaster General might have discovered that 
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there were more. clerks employed by the different 
postmasters than were necessary, and that he had 
restricted his estimate, in consequence of this. He 
knew thata very. small compensation would ex- 
céed.the item, and the only reasonable conclusion 
he could come to on the. subject was that the 
Postmaster General intended to. reduce the number 
of these clerks, and in consequence of this, had 
put this item at its present low rate. 

Mr. McKAY explained the object of these items, 
and assured the House that they were entirely se- 
parate and distinct, and that both were necessary. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then stated that he would 
withdraw his objections to the amendment, for the 
present, and obtain the information he desired from 
the Post Office Department, between this time and 
the time when the bill would be placed upon its 
third reading. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gare notice of an amend- 
menthe should move to-morrow to this amendment, 
providing for the manner in which the money 
should be paid, viz: out of the receipts of the Post 
Office Department; which, on his motion, was or- 
dered to be printed. . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of an amend- 
ment for the reduction of salaries to the officers of 
the General Government, to the amount of salary 
paid to the Chief Justice of the States in which 
such officers are employed, and asked the Crair if 
it would be in order. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Several gentlemen rose to give notice of amend- 
ments, but, before they were submitied, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 23, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
Pennsylvania State Temperance Society, praying 
Congress to repeal the law which allows daily ra- 
tions in spiritous liquors to seamen in the Navy: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Mr. 
McK, presented two petition of similar tenure from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, on the subject of a Na- 
tional Foundry: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. Also, a petition from 128 women of 
Bradford, Luzerne, and McKean counties, a peti- 
tion from 98 women of Bucks county, and a peti- 
tien from 116 women of Columbia county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying Congress immediately to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TROTTER presented the petition of the 
Trustees of Sharon College, Mississipp:, asking for a 
grant of a section of land: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Richmond, Virginia, praying an ex- 
amination of that place in reference to the selection 
ofasite for a national foundry: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 24 
citizens of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, against 
the practice of duelling, and asking Congress to 
pass a law preventing any person who shall be en- 
gaged ina duel from holding any office of trust, 
honor, or profit, under the United States: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of John P. 
Van Ness, President of the Metropolis Bank, stat- 
ing that there had been some mistake in the corres- 
pondence transmitted to the Senate that had taken 
place between that bank and certain of the public 
departments, and asking for its correction: the me- 
morial and documents were laid on the table, and 
urdered to be printed. 

Messrs. SWIFT and PRENTISS presented seve- 
ral petitions praying for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 
the question of the reception of which were seve- 
rally laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill to restore 
circuit jurisdiction to the Distriet Court of the 
United States for the Western District of Vir- 
ginia, was taken up, and after being amended, it 
was, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Wieburt, deceased; and 


‘priate money to improve rivers. 


The joint resolution directing the expenditure of 
an appropriation heretofore made for the removal 
of the troops from Fort Gibson; were severally 
read the third time, and passed. H 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: -> 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed ‘te inquire into the expediency of compen- 


_ sating Hiram H. Lewis and William T. Lewis, for 
` horses lost by them while in the military service of 
the United States, i 


On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate took up 
the bill for the relief of James J. Patterson; which 
was read, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. : 

The report from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims unfavorable to the petition of Philip John- 
son, was considered and concurred in. 

The following bills were severally taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to a third reading: 

The bill granting pensions to certain widows; 

The bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; and 

The bill for the relief of Ann S. Heileman. 

The bill for the improvement of the river Wabash 
being taken up, 

Mr. KING said that this bill should have been 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, which 
committee was supposed to have charge of the 
subjects alluded to, yet now it was reported from a 
different committee, and brought to the considera- 
tion of the Senate before proper time was had for 
giving it mature consideration. He asked, if Sena- 
tors were pressed to act on such a subject, how far 
they were disposed to go, how much to spend in 
improvement of riversand roads? He would really 
like to have some explanation of the business. 

Mr. HUBBARD thought it extraordinary that 
this bill should be introduced; and, as it would be 
necessary to get rid of it at once, he should move to 
lay it on the table; on which question he would ask 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LINN thought it would be better to refer 
the matter to the Commitiee on Commerce, where 
it would have an opportunity of undergoing ample 
investigation. He had not looked into the merits 
of the present bill; yet he expressed his intention of 
voting generally in favor of such measures, 

Mr. HUBBARD said he had no objection to that 
course. He could hardly suppose it possible that 
he Committee on Commerce would ever report 
such a bill. He had examined its provisions, and 
never knew a bill so general in its nature. Mr. H. 
expressed himself perfectly contented that it should 
go to the committee named; but it could never re- 
ceive his vote under any circumstances. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana hoped that the Senate 
would not be prejudiced against the bill, by the 
remarks of the Senator Jast up. The subject was 
one of great importance, in many points of view, 
which he should endeavor to show, when the pro- 
per time arrived. i 

Mr. TIPTON said in. reply to the inquiry made 
by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. K1na,] that 
the bill toimprove the navigation of the Wabash, 
was introduced early in the session, and referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. This bill is not 
new to the Senate; it has been frequently before 
this body, and always referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals; that committee had reported 
the bill to the Senate, before the propositions for 
improving the navigation of Whiie and Black 
rivers in Missouri and Arkansas was discussed, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. The 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hussarp,] 


seemed to think it extrarodinary that. this bill is- 


introduced here; the honorable member would 
now, by a moment’s reflection, recollect that a 
similar bill passed in 1832; and in 1834, a bill of 
which the one now before us is a copy, passed. the 
Senate, and the House of Representatives, of which 
latter House he was then a member. Jt. has 
been the constant practice of Congress to. appro- 
The claims of 
the Hadson river, Savannah river, Cumberland 
river, Red river, Arkansas, Monongahela, and 
many other rivers of. less importancé than the 
Wabash, have been favorably reported on by the 
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Committee on Commerce, and millions appropria- 
ted from: the public. Treasury. to improve them. 
The States of Indiana and Ilinois, between which- 
this river is the line; “at. the point: where . this im- 
provement.is to be made,, have-organized.a board 
of public works, and have: commenced “improving: 
the Wabash;.and: he ‘{Mr. T.]. would. propose «to 
amend the bill, by authorizing the expenditure of 
the monéy under the authority. of -these States.; 
The Wabash was the largest tributary of the 
Ohio, with a soil unsurpassed in point of fertility, 
with a population of. more than half a million of 
people interested in its navigation. These people 
have a right to expect the General Government to 
aid in this work. He appealéd not to the liberality, 
but to the justice of the Senate to pass the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD said such might have been the 
faet in relation to this bill being a cepy. of one 
which passed the Senate and House in 1834, but he 


-was perfectly satisfied that it had never received 


his sanction, nor did he believe that: of -his col- 


league. . : ; 
The bill was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury Bill, when Mr. WALL 
addressed. the Senate at great length in support of 
the bill. 

After which 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, March 24, 1838.’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS of. North Carolina, on leave, 
presented a petition for a private claim. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Britton Evans and Captain D. Rogers. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported adversely:on the. peti- 
tions of Jonathan Fair, Amos Allen, and Rebecca 
Mills; which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the petitions of 
John Snow and T. W. Norman were referred to 
the same Committee of the Whole to which gene- 
ral bill No. 176 was referred, it being a bill which 
includes their case. 


Mr. PATTON, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported a bill to provide for the employ- 
ment of an agent of the Library Committee. 


Mr. PATTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution: "ie 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the Huuse of Repre- 
sentatives be directed to subscribe for ten numbers 
of “ Niles’s Register” for each member of the 
House, to be delivered once a week: Provided, the 
editor of said Register will agree to publish in, or 
as part of, said work, at least once a week, under 
the direction of the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the journals of both Houses of Congress, 
with the yeas and nays on all questions: Provided 
further, that the editor of said Regis:er will also 
agree to publish, at the end of every session of Cou- 
gress, under the direction of the said officer of the 
House, a supplement to said work, containing. all 
the laws passed thereat, and treaties ratified by the 
Senate, to which shall be prefixed a.copious index, 
to be-approved of by said officer, and furnish one 
copy thereof, free of charge, to each member of 
Congress for the time being. i 


Mr: PATTON said it was a matter of some con- 


F sequence that this resolution should- be : adopted. as 


soon:as possible, thopgh he had no objection: fo a 


` brief postponement, if any gentleman desired it. 


_ Mr. MeKAY hoped the resolution ‘would be per- 
mitted to’ lie over, for he was opposed to: it, and 
hoped it would not be adopted.“ $ 
Mr. MERCER moved a reconsidération of the- 
vote of yesterday, by which the ddcumenits in rela- 
tion to the title of the United Statés'to Friends Ore 
Batik was referred to the Select-Commmittee on a 


| National. Foundry; which was agreed to, and Mr. 


M. moved its referencë to the Judiciary. 
Mr. McCLURE moved ‘its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the National Foundry. . 3 
These motions were briefly discussed by Messrs. 
McCLURE; “THOMAS, JOHNSON of Mary- 


“land, MERCER, POPE, and HOWARD. | 


“Sheu CONG... 2ND Suss. 
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The. motion to commit to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee was agreed to without a division. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting the report and estimates of Lieut. Stockton, 
superintendent of the harbor at Michigan City, In- 
diana, and the same of the harbor of St. Josephs, 
Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Indiana, referred 
to the same Committee of the Whole having charge 
of the harbor bill. ; 

The SPEAKER, also, laid before the House 
another communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report of the Acting Quartermaster 
General, accompanied with sundy documents, re- 
specting the measures taken to carry into effect the 
actof July, 1836, authorizing the laying out a 
military road on the western frontier, and the erec- 
tion of military posts thereon. 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, laid 


on the table. 
CIVIL LIST BILL. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then asked the consent of 
the House to proceed with the appropriation bill. 

Mr. ‘GARLAND of Louisiana, objected; and 
gave as a reason the importance of acting on some 
of the five or six. hundred bills on the private 
calendar. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thereupon moved a sus- 
pension of the rule; which was agreed to, 94 to 39. 

So the House resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Government for the year 1838,” 
the question being on concurring with the Commit- 
tee of the Whole in their amendments. 

The amendment under consideration was the 
following clause for appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department for the current year: 


For transportation of mai ~- $3,400,000 
For compensation of postmasters - 935,000 
For ship, steamboat, and way letters -~ 31,000 
For wrapping paper . - - - 20,000 
For office furniture = - - 6,000 
For advertising - - - 25,000 
For mail bags - - - - 40,000 
For blanks ~ - - - 36,000 
For mail locks and keys and stamps - 9,000 
For mail depredations and special agents — 12,000 
For clerks for offices -~ ~ - 140,000 
For miscellaneous ~ - - 40,000 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the following in 
lieu of the above: l 

“ For transportation of mails, compensation of 
postmasters, ship, steamboat, and way letters, wrap- 
ping paper, office furniture, advertising, mail bags, 
blanks, mail locks, keys and stamps; mail depreda- 
tions and special agents, clerks for offices, and mis- 
cellaneons expenses, making, according to the-esti- 
mates of the Department for each branch of these 
expenditures, an aggregate of four million six hun- 
dred and ninety-four thousand dollars; to be paid 
out of the receipts of the Post Office Department, 
and charged: to that fund, as provided by the third 
section of tha act aforesaid.” 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the amendment, because 
he objected to. the specification being stricken out. 
He would not ask the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to assign a reason for this, 
because it was understood to be by order of the 
Postmaster General, and that, he supposed, was 
sufficient. Mr. A. argued for some timein support 
of specifying, as the only mode to secure account- 
ability. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio stated that he had 
mad the inquiry which he had given notice of yes- 
terday, and was now satisfied that the two items 
che had alluded to ought to be retained in the Dill. 
With regard to the question now before the House, 
he thought it proper that these appropriations should 
be specific. Formerly the- Postmaster General 
was accountable for all the expenditures of that 
Department; but this was found to be an evil, and 
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Congress had determined to take this power from 
the head of that Department, and have the Post 
Office fund placed in the Treasury, and then ap- 
propriate it as all other appropriations were made. 
‘Well, other appropriations were specific, and why 
was it that this appropriation should not be specific? 
If this was not done, the act of 1836 was nugatory 
and of no effect, as it made the head of that De- 
partment no more accountable than he was before 
it was enacted; and if it was not necessary that 
this appropriation. should be specific, it was not ne- 
cessary that any other appropriation should be spe- 


cific. . His understanding of the act of 1836 was- 


that the Postmaster General should send in his re- 
port and- estimates, which might be needed for 
each service in his Department for the coming 
year, and these should be made the basis of the 
appropriation in the bill, each item being there 
specified. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that this item of 
amendment was in strict pursuance of the act of 
1836. He was as much in favor of specific appro- 
priations as the gentleman from Massachusetts or 
the gentleman from Ohio, but he considered it sin- 
gular that in this instance the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had made such objections to this 
amendment on the ground of its not being specific, 
when the whole fund of this department, from the 
year 1789 to 1836, was at the discretion of the 
Postmaster General, and could not be affected or 
controlled by the appropriations of Congress. 


During the gentleman’s own administration of §i 


the affairs of the Government, there had been some 
twelve or fifteen millions of dollars expended by 
the Postmaster General without there being any 
control over it by Congress. He, with the Post- 
master General, considered that there was no use 
in specific appropriations, if the Executive Depart- 
ment could transfer them from one service to 
another; and this had been done during the Ad- 
ministration of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, not onlyjwith law, but without it; 
and it was this very individual whom the gen- 


.tleman now thought proper to speak of with 


some severity, while Fourth Auditor, who had 
discovered and exposed this practice. He was 
as willing that appropriations should be specific 
as possible, but it was impossible to make these 
appropriations specific, because there was no tel- 
ling what each service would cost a year before 
hand. Inthe army the salary of every officer was 
fixed, and consequently it was very easy to make 
these appropriations specific to the dollar, but this 
was not the case in the Post Office. No one could 
tell precisely what the transportation of the mails 
would cost, and consequently it was impossible to 
make specific appropriations-for this service. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST went into an examination 
of the law of 1836, and the report of the Postmas- 
ter General, with a view of showing that that offi- 
cer was mistaken in saying that this appropriation 
is gross. 

Mr. EWING of Indiana, contended that, by the 
construction of this amendment, it made an appro- 
priation of $55,000,000 instead of $5,000,000, and 
moved to strike out the words ‘“‘for each branch of 
these expenditures,” but the motion was ruled to be 
out of order. ; 

Mr. REED contended that these appropriations 
ought to be specific, as this was the only way in 
which the power of the Postmaster General, which 
was, in his opinion, by far too great, could be li- 
mited. $ 

Mr. RICE GARLAND went into an argument 
of some length, to show that the act of 1836 re- 
quired that this appropriation should be specific, 
and jhought it most singular that such a construc- 
tion should be:put upon this act of 1836 as was 
put upon it by the gentieman from New York and 
the Postmaster General. He contended that n 
great inconvenience could result from specific an 
propriations, ee, a 

Mr. CONNOR called the attention of the House 


to the appropriation. bill of 1836, immediately: after 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION: _ 


the law passed to place this fund in the Treasury, 
which made an appropriation in gross of upwards 


| of three millions of dollars, for the expenses. of the 


Post Office Department.. | This was the construc- 
tion of the House in relation to this matter, imme- 
diately after the passage of the law of 1836. He 
contended that it was impossible to make this ap- 
propriation specific, while appropriations for the 
other branches of the public service. might be spe- 
cific. Take the item of blanks, and it was impos- 
sible’ to say how many would be needed. 
Next take the case of the mails, and how was it 
possible that an appropriation specific for this pur- 
pose with any accuracy? They were continually. 
changing, and the expense of them wascontinually 
increasing; therefore it was impossible to arrive at 
accuracy. The Postmaster General was invested. 
with extraordinary power by law, from the néces- 
sity of the case. This was discovered to be neces- 
sary at an early day, and why was it now that his 
power should be limited? Heconsidered that some 
discretion was necessary in relation to this officer, 
and he trusted the House would not so limit him as 
to make him incapable of performing his duties in 
such manner as to be most satisfactory to the whole 
country. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD believed that this was the 
first time which the attention of the House had 
been brought to this, subject, and it now having been 
brought to it, in his opinion, it was proper that this 
appropriation should be made in the same manner 
in which all cther appropriations were made. 
There was no more reason why this appropriation 
should not be specific than there was that other ap- 
priations should not be, and he trusted the House 
would adhere to its former practice, and make this 
appropriation like all others, as this was, in his 
opinion, the safest and the best mode of proceeding. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY referred to the ac of 
1836, and stated that, in his opinion, all it required 
was for the Postmaster General to send in an. esti- 
mate of the amount which it was, expected would 
be required for the use of his office. Well, this 
had been done; but why should these specific 
items be inserted in the appropriation bill? If they 
were, and one of these appropriations should 
not be half enough for the service to be per- 
formed, what was the consequence? He will 
not transfer any other appropriation to this sere 
vice, and the service will be reduced one-half. 
This might operate very injuriously to some 
parts of the service of the Department. But if the 
appropriation was made in gross, he might apply 
any part of the fund to a service, and keep up.that 
which would be most advantageous te the coun- 
try. He was at a loss to know why it was thatgen- 
tleman were so fearful to trust the head of the Post 
Office Department with the power he had heretofore 
always exercised. If they had any fear that the 
expenditures of that Department were not pro- 
perly made, let them direct the Committee on the 
Expenditures of that Department, to make an ex~ 
amination into the matter, and lay it before the 
House. He was perfectly willing that this should 
be done, but he hoped that officer would not be 
censured until some evidence of misconduct was 
discovered. ‘The whole affairs of that Department - 
had, in his opinion, been well managed by the pre- 
sent incumbent, therefore he was opposed to bind- 
ing him down in the manner in which this specific 
amendment would bind him down. : 

Mr. BELL wished to know .of. the chairman of 
the Post Office Committee. what proportion of the 
funds of the Post Office Department had actually 
been paid into the Treasury of” the United States. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said there was no docu~ 
ment yet on the table which would give this infor- 
mation; a document, however, was expected short- 
ly, which would give it. He himself could not say 
what was the proportion; but he referred the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee to the manner in which the 
money was placed in the Treasury; and he doubted 
not he.could have all the information which he de- 


sired... 
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Mr. BELL considered that this matter of 
placing this fund in the Treasury was a mere sham, 
and thatin fact a very small proportion of the 
money of that Department was ever placed there. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohic said, if the gentle- 
man from Tennessee would refer to the report of 
the Postmaster General accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s Message, he would. there. find how this mo- 
ney was placed in the Treasury, and he would 

“there see that a very small proportion of it ever 
went there. In consequence of’ the great difficulty 
and expense of having the funds of that Depari- 
ment transported to Washington, and placed in the 
Treasury, and then sent tothe places where they were 
needed, a system was adopted of keeping the mo- 
ney in the hands of postmasters and of banks until 
it was needed, and then paying it out from those 
banks; and this was, perhaps, the best system 
which could be adopted.. But he found one objec- 
on to the manner in which the Postmaster Gene- 
ral kept this money, and that was this: that where 
he had a surplus fund, he ought to place that 
amount of money in bank {to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, instead of keeping 
ìt to his own Gredit, as was the ‘case now. ~ It ap- 
peared, from the report of that-officer, that, at the 
_ end ofthe year, he had some hundreds of thousands 
cf dollars of a surplus, and that money was in 
banks to his credit, and in the hands of posimasters; 
whereas, ‘in. his opinion, it ought to be placed in 
banks to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States. This thing he looked upon as an evil, and 
hoped it might be remedied. 

Mr. CONNOR said we had heard a great deal 
about this money never being placed in the Trea- 
sury, and perbaps the cause of it was that we 
never had any Treasury to put itin. He trusted, 
however, that we would shortly have such a Trea- 
sury. But the money of the Post Office Depart- 
ment was placed in the Treasury just in the same 
manner that all other money of the Government 
was put in the Treasury. All the funds have in fact 
to_pass through the Treasury of the United States, 
becanse the Postmaster General does not draw a 
single draft for five dollars but by sending it to the 
‘Treasury Department, and having the signature of 
the Treasurer ‘thereto. This was the manner in 
which the money passed through the Treasury, and 
this was the only way that it could be managed 
without the greatest inconvenience and less. He 
trusted, therefore, it would not herealter be said that 
this money never went into the Treasury, when it 
went there in the very manner provided for by the 
iaw of 1836, 

Mr. HAYNES said it was due to the honorable 
ventleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wuirriesry,] and to 
himself, as well as to the Postinaster General, to 
explain a remark made by him yesterday in refer- 
ence to the compensation to clerks in the post of- 
fices throughout the United States. Called some- 
what unexpectedly into the discussion, he had then 
said that hejthought it probable that, in consequence 
of the passage of the act of July, 1836, reorganiz- 
ing the Post Office Department, it might have hap- 
pened, that in preparing the detailed estimate of ap- 
propriation for the service of the year to coimence 
on the first of July next, the Postmaster General 
had discovered that clerks had been employed in 
offices not entitled to them. He had since looked 
into the matter, and ascertained that there were but 
about fifty post offices, he believed the precise num- 
ber was fifty-one, at which clerkshad been employed, 
and he believed they were all such as, by the amount 
of compensation to the postmasters, allowéd the 
employment of clerks. Hehad a-rough estimate 
of the aggregate amount which had been disbursed 
within the last post office year among all the clerks 
in the fifty-one offices, and found it to be a gross 
sum of about $175,000; so that the appropri- 
ation proposed in the bill would reduce the expen- 
diture in this branch of the service about thirty-five 
thousand dollars. i 

He said he would now proceed to the subject im- 
mediately before the House. When it is considered 
that the thoughts and feelings of men are as diversi- 
fied as their features, it cannot be'a cause of sur- 
prise that we have heard such a variety of interpre- 
talions of the act of July, 1836, for the reorganiza- 
tion of the Post Office Department. By applying 
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the well-known rule of construction to that act, the 


rule which requires such an interpretation. of a sta». 


tute as shall give effect and operation to all its 
parts, he did not think it would be difficult to recon- 
cile the contrariety of opinions which had been ex- 
pressed upon the meaning of that act. By the first 


| section, all moneys arising from collections under 


the administration of thé Post. Office Department, 
are required to be placed in the Treasury of the 
United States. By the second section, it is provi- 
ded that disbursements shall be made under the 
Specific heads embraced in the amendment now 
under copsideration. ; 

By the third section it is required “that the ag- 
gregate sum required for the service of the Post 
Office Department,” in each year, shall be appro- 
priated out of the revenue of the Department, and 
that all payments of the receipts into the Treasury, 
shall be to the credit of the said appropriation. 

The obvious import of this section is, thet the 
appropriation for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment shall be made in an “aggregate sum,” 
and that the Treasury shall open a single account 
with it as su¢h, as has been well said by the hono- 
rable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. Camprerenc.] By any other con- 
struction of the act of July, 1836, already referred 
to, the third section would be entirely ineffective 
and nugatory, when to the Treasury Department it 
is direct and imperative in its plainest intent 
and meaning. The opposite construction of 
the act referred to. must have been erroneously 
drawn from those portions of the second and twen- 
ty-third sections, requiring the Postmaster General 
to make to Congress an annual report “of the 
amounts actually expended” under the specific 
heads therein set forth. 

Tt must be obvious, that upon a fair comparison, 
neither the second nor twenty-third section conflicts 
in any respect with the provisions of the third, and 
that they are entirely consistent with the view 
which he had presented. 

In the discussion upon the amendment now un- 
der consideration, it had been treated as a proposi- 
tion to make a gross appropriation withont any 
specification whatever. This isnotso, for as much 
as it specifies every head of disbursement autho- 
rized by the act of July, 1836. 

It is, therefore, a specific proposition, but not 
specific as the amendment adopted by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union, as it 
does not set apart and define the precise sum to be 
expended under each separate head. But how 
could the appropriation be made more specific, 
without endangering the operations of a Depart- 
ment so subject to constant change and extension 
as the Post Office Department is so well known to 
be, in all its branches of expenditure? 

This inconvenience and embarrassment can only 
be prevented, by entrusting the head of that De- 
partment with an extent of discretionary power, 
which it would be manifestly improper to confide 
to any other department of the Government. 

It may well be a question in what mode such dis- 
cretionary power may be most safely, and, at the 
same time, most conveniently, confided. In the 
amendment under consideration, not only is the 
act of 1836 complied with, but the necessary dis- 
cretion conferred in a manner most consistent with 
the operations of the department. ‘The appropria- 
tion might be made with the Specifications con- 
tained in the original amendment, coupled with an 
aggregate sum for contingencies, according as the 
expenditure under either specification may overrun 
the sum specially appropriated; or authority might 
be conferred on the Postmaster General to make 


transfers from one head of appropriation fo another, | 


as the exigencies of the public service may require; 
but either mode would confer upon that officer an 
equal measure of discretion. But as- the mode 
proposed in the amerfdment was, in his opinion, 
the most convenient, and, at the same time, 
in strict conformity to the provisions of the act 
of 1836, it had his decided preference. He was 
sure that all the advantage to be expected. from 
the most specific form of appropriation which 
could be devised, would be secured by that require- 
ment of the act of 1836, which makes it .the duty. 
of the Postmaster General to give an annual ac- 


count of his disbursements under each head spe- 


cified in that act. oa deck, ni 
Mr. ROBERTSON. wished the-chairman ‘of the 
Committee: of Ways. and Means.to furnish the 
House with the-specilications ‘of the item for con- 
tingent or miscellanous expenditures, because, if 
that gentlemen could not do so, Mr. R. should move 


to strike it outs: > 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that the gentleman 
himself must be aware, that: When the Departments 
estimated for contingencies, it was becaüse they 
could not specify the items; and if they: could not, 
how could it be expected. that the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means could do so? : 

To meet the objection of the gentleman from 
Indiana. Mr.C. moilified his amendment, by 
striking from it the word “each.” 

Mr. ROBERTSON said then, as the gentleman 
could ‘furnish no explanation, he moved ‘to strike 
out the item for miscellaneous expenses. 

The CHAIR stated that the amendment was not 
then in order. 3 ` 

Mr: HARLAN drew the attention of the gen- 
tleman to the fact that eight more clerks were em- 
ployed in the Post Office Department, than were 
authorized by the law of 1836. ; 

Mr. ROBERTSON : did not know whether that 
extra clerk hire covered this miscellaneous item or 
not. Aa ; f 
Mr. McKAY referred to a subsequent law, pass- 
ed last session, authorizing the appointment of an 
additional number of clerks for the office of the 
Auditor, and that of the Postmaster General. Mr. 
McK. was as anxious as any other- gentleman to 
make the appropriations for this Department spe- 
cific, if the same authority to make transfers, from 
one head of expenditures to.another, that was pos- 
sessed by the Heads of the other Departments; but 
this was expressly prohibited, or not given, by the 
law of 1836. . 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas. and nays on 
Mr. CamsreLene’s amendment; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 64, nays 66. 

So the amendment was rejected; and the question 
recurring on the amendment of. the Committee of 
the Whole, f 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out the item 
for miscellaneous expenses: lost. ` ` i 

The original amendment was then concurred in. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then rose and expressed 
a hope that the House would order this bill to be 
engrossed to night, and, as the Committee of Ways 
and Means would, it being the long session, report 
a supplementary bill, gentlemen who had amend- 
ments to offer he hoped would defer’ doing so till 
that bill came up. f 

Mr. RARIDEN then moved to recommit the 


. bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, with instructious to increase the appro- 
priation for the contingent expenses‘of the House 
from $225,000 to $273,960, [so as to embrace the 
books distributed to the members.] f 

On taking: the question, it resulted as follows: 
ayes 61, noes 58—no quorum. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said as this motion, if it 
‘prevailed, would postpone the bill for two months, 
it was desirable to have a ull House; and he there- 
fore moved call of the H8use. 3 

Mr. BRONSON inquired what the gentleman 
meant by saying the bill would be postponed for 
two months, if this amendment sheuld be adopted? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, because the Se- 
nate never had concurred in that amendment; and, 
in all probability, never would. « 

The motion for a call of the House was disa- 
greed to. ae i . : 
~ Mr. BOND then asked for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Rarrpzn’s motion; which were ordered.’ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. said, as this. was-a ques- 
tion involving the delay of this important bill, he 
moved the House adjourn, but.withdrew it at the 
request of Mr. BELIs, who, onleave, submitted 
the following resolution, which’ was agreed :to: 

‘Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the ‘Treasury re- 
port to this House, at as-early a day as- may be 
found practicable, the amount. of Treasury notes 
issued under the authority of the. act of the last 
session of Congress, and the amount of the same 
which has been reéeived in payment of the public 


dues up to this time; also the amount. of moneys 
received on account of the custottis, and the public 
lands, during the last quarter of the year 1837, and 
during: the first quarter of the present. year, so far 
as the quarterly returns, or other information in pos- 
session of the Department, may show; also, what 
amount of moneys, of every description, available 
for the public service, now in the Treasury, or in 
the hands of receivers, liable to draft, and at what 
points deposited. 

Mr. BELL then renewed the motion to adjourn, 

. and, it prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 

: SATURDAY, March 24, 1838. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Maine, relat-ng to the improvement 
of Penobscot Bay: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. : 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a ci- 
tizen of Baltimore, praying the patronage of Con- 
gréss for an improved steam engine which is not 
liable to explosion; which, on motion of Mr. M. 
was referred to a select committee of five, to be ap- 
pointed by the Cuarr. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: i 

The bill for the relief of Ann S. Heileman; 

The bill granting half pay and pensions to cer- 
tain widows; and ; 

The bill for the relief of James J. Patterson. 

The report of the Committee of Commerce unfa- 
vorable to the petition of the executor of J. Wil- 
liams, was considered aad concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of Sutton Stephen was 
taken up, and after some remarks from Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, and WHITE, was, on the mo- 
tion of the latter, laid on the table. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Woole, and ordercd to a third reading: 

eo bill fur the relief of Obed P. Lacy, of Mi- 
chigan; : 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thos, W. Bacot, of Charleston, South Carolina; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Davis; and 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Budlong. 

The bill for the reliet of William Baily, survivor 
of Baily and Long; and 

The bill for the relief of Bolitha Laws, were se- 
verally taken up on their secend readings, and, on 
motion of Mr. HUBBARD, indefinitely postponed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury bill; and after a debate 
jn which Messrs. SOUTH ARD, WALL, TIPTON, 
and CLAY took part, 

Mr. KING moved to amend the 23d section of 
the bill, (gradually prohibiting the Government 
from receiving banks notes at all,) by placing the 
beginning of this gradual process in 1839, instead 
of 1838, simply delaying the process one year. 

This amendment was carried by- the following 
vote: 

YRAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Gundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—42. 

NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Morris, Smith of Connecticut, 
Spence, and Webster—9. 

The question was then taken on Mr. CurHeert’s 

motion to strike out the 23d section, and it was car- 
ried—yeas 31, nays 21, as follows: 
- YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Falton, Grundy, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Mor- 
ris; Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson; Ruggles, Sevier, Smith_of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, 
Webster, White, and Williams—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, Hing, Linn, 


‘Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
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Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
Walker, Wright, and Young—21. 

Mr. TIPTON then offered the following, as an 
amendment, to come in as the 23d section: — 

Vind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he hereby is, required and 
directed to adopt such measures as he may deem 
necessary to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, 
taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becom- 
ing payable to the United States, upon the sales 
of public lands or otherwise, to be collected and 
paid in the legal currency of the United States, 
or in Treasury notes, as by law provided and de- 
clared, or in notes of banks which are payable, 
and paid on demand, in the said legal currency of 
the United States. No such duties, taxes, or sums 
of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected 
or received otherwise than in the legal currency of 
the United States, or in Treasury notes, or in notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand, 
in the said legal currency of the United States. 

After a debate, in which the arnendment was 
supported by Messrs. TIPTON and RIVES, and 
opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, SEVIER, 
BENTON, and WALKER, the question was 
taken on Mr. Trpvon’s motion, and it was re- 
jected—yeas 22, nays 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayion, Criuenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Nichvlas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Palimadge, Tipton, Webster,and White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, S range, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Wiliams, Wright, and 
Young—30. 

Mr. WEBSTER then submitted an amendment 
in heu of the 23d section, which was stricken out, 
providing that it shall not be lawful for the Secre- 
tary of the Trea: ury to make, or continue in torce, 
any general order which shall make any difference 
as to the money or medium of payment in which 
the debts or dues to the Government, accruing in 
either branch of the revenue, may be paid or dis- 
charged. 

Añer some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
CALHOUN, WEBSTER, WALKER, and KING, 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Wessrer, by adding the following: 

“Nor shall there be any difference as to the cre- 
dit or time of payment which shall be allowed be- 
tween the sales of public lands and the payment of 
duties on imports, or in the kind of security which 
shall be required.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
KING, and BUCHANAN, 

Mr. YOUNG suggested a modification of. Mr. 
Benton’s motion, which was accepted by the lat- 
ter, as follows: 

“Provided that the amount receivable in pay- 
ment of the customs, and all other public dues, 
shall be paid in cash, as in the case of the sales of 
the public lands.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
WALKER, BUCHANAN, and DAVIS, 

The question was taken on Mr. BENTON’S Mo- 
tion as modified by Mr. Youne, and it was re- 
jected—yeas 8, nays 43, as follows: 

YEAS——Messrs. Benton, Lian, Morris, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Conn. and Young-—8. 

WNAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton,. 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Wal- 
ae Webster, White, Williams, and Wright 
43. i : i 


‘The question was next taken on Mr. Wexsrne’s i 
motion, and it was Garried—~yeas 37, nays 14, as 


follows: : 


YEAS—Messrs, Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, . 


White, Williams, and ‘Young-—-37. 


“bert, Hubbard, Linn, 
_ Pierce; Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, and. 
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Clay of Alabama, Clay of “Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grotidy, King, Knight, 
Lyon, McKean, Mertick, Nicholas, Norvell, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, “Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Webster, 


NAYS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
Lumpkin, Morris, Nites, 
Wright—14. : i . 

After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN, the 
question was -taken on ordering the bill to be ene- 
grossed, as amended, for a third reading, and it was 
declided in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 25, a8 
folows: re 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—27. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Ky. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grandy, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indi» 
ana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Webster, and White—25. 

The Senate adjourned. 


~~ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 26, 1838. 


Petitions and memorials being the business of 
the day, were called for in the order of Territories 
and States, and were presented as follows, viz: from 

WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JONES. 

[Mr. Joxss presented petitions praying for. the 
construction of a harbor at Milwaukie, Wis. Ter. 
‘or the passage of a pre-emption law to occupants 
of the public lands; for a grant of land to improve 
the navigation of Fox river; for a mail route. A 
petition praying’a grant of land for the use of the 
Philandrian college,. in Wisconsin Territory. A 
petition praying for the establishment of a post. 
route. A petition praying for a grant ‘of land to 
improve the Fox river. A resolution of the eiti- 
zens of the town of Dubuqne, on the subject of the 
establishment of certain post routes in Wisconsin 


Territory.} 
FLORIDA. 
Mr. DOWNING. © 
MICHIGAN. 
Mr. CRARY. 


{Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a donation of land for 
the construction of a ship canal around the falls of 
St. Mary; with a survey of the same, by John 
Almy, esq. Also, certain papers in relation to the 
harbor at the mouth of the.Clinton'river and the 
mouth of the St. Clair river.} 

ILLINOIS. 

Messrs. SNYDER and CASEY. 

[Mr. Snyper presented the petitions of Isaac 
Miller and Philip Catner, of Union county, m. 
praying Congress to authorize them to relocate two 
tracts of Jand entered by mistake.] ; 

[Mr. Casey presented a claim in favor of John 
F. Draper, postmaster at Salem, Ill. stating that the 
maul arrives and departs at that place sixty times 
per week, and that bis compensation as postmaster 
amounts to nine dollars per quarter, and asks a rea- 
sonable compensation for his sefvices: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.} - 

OHIO. . | 

Messrs. MORRIS, WHITTLESEY, HARPER, 
BOND, WEBSTER, KILGORE, LEADBET- 
TER, and GOODE. 5 

[Mr. Wesster presented the petition of the truse 
tees of Oxford township, praying Congress to grant 
the township a section for the support of common 
schools, in lieu of section sixteen, granted by 
Congréss to Miami University.] - 

TMr. Harrer. presented the petition of the Rey. 
Win. H, Beecher, and 125 other citizeas of the 
county of Muskingum, Ohio, in relation to the late 
duel.| : 
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oo - TENNESSEE. 
Messrs. Speaker POLK, STONE, C. H. WIL- 
LIAMS, CAMPBELL and TURNEY. : 
~ GEORGIA. 
Mr. DAWSON. as 
VIRGINIA. 


* Messrs. MASON, JOHNSON, MORGAN, 
STEWART, DROMGOOLE, ‘ROBERTSON, 
HOPKINS and MERCER. `- 

{Mr. Jounson presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Wood and. Lewis counties, Virginia, 
praying for the establishment of a post route.] 

i MARYLAND. ; 

Messrs. WORTHINGTON. and HOWARD. 

: DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. MeCLURE, KEIM, PLUMER, HEN- 
RY, WAGENER, NAYLOR, MATTHIAS 
MORRIS, SERGEANT, SHEFFER, TOLAND, 
POTTER, and HAMMOND. i - 

[Mr. Keim presented a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Litiz, Lancaster cownty, Pa. praying an 
investigation into the cause of the late duel; which, 
on motion, was referred to the select committee on 
that subject.] f 

(Mr. Henry presented the petition of 122 citi- 
zens.of Beaver and Mercer counties, Pa. praying 
for an investigation into the matter of the late duel 
that resulted in the death of the Xon. J. H. Ciu- 
Ley, and that measures may be taken to prevent 
the murderous practice of duelling in future; and, 
on motion, it was referred to the special committee 
on that subject. Also, a petition of 56 citizens of 
Mercer county, on the same subject: referred to the 
same committee. Also, the petition of the heirs 
of Hugh Mearns, deceased, who was an ensign in 
the Pennsylvania line in the Revolutionary war, 
praying for commutation under the resolves of 
Congress: on motion, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims.] 

[Mr. Elammonn presented a petition in favor of 
the establishment of a mail route from Caledonia, 
in Clearfield county, Pa. through part of Lycom- 
ing county, to Coudersport, in Potter county: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. Also, the petition of Elizabeth Weitzel, 
of Sunbury, Pa. widow of John Weitzel, deceased, 
for aid on account of services rendered during the 
Revolutionary war: referred to the Committee “of 
Revolutionary Claims. Also, the proceedings of 
a meeting, and a memorial from cilizexs of Lew- 
isburg, Pa. on the subjectof the late duel: referred 
to the select committee on that subject ] 

[Mr. Marnias Morris presented the petition of 
Caleb Clothier and 33 others, citizens of the city 
and county of Phiadelphia, asking Congress not 
to admit any new State into the Union, whose con- 
stitution tolerates slavery.] 

[Mr. Sierrer presented the memorial of James 
Wilson, and one hundred and one other citizens of 
Franklin connty, Pennsylvania, praying for an in- 
vestigation of the late duel which resulted in the 
death of the Hon. Jonatuan Cinury, late a member 
of the House of Representatives, and that efficient 
means may be adopted to put a stop in future to 
such a murderous practice; which, on motion of 
Mr. Suerrer, was referred to the select com- 
mittee to which that subject is referred.] 


[Mr. McCuure presented the memorial of a- 


number of citizens, inhabitants of Ickesburg, in the 
‘county of Perry, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
lo investigate the late duel, and adopt such mea- 
sures relative to those concerned in it as the offended 
dignity of the country demands: referred to the 
select ‘committee on that subject. 
documents relative to a post route from Mexico to 


Waterford, in Juniata county, Pennsylvania: re-- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, moved the reference to. the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the peti- 
tion and documents of John Smith, a soldier of the 
Revolution ; which was agreed to.] 

[Mr. Porrmr presented the following memorials 
and petitions: Memorials of the citizens of Hol- 
lidaysburg, on the subject of the selection of a site 
for the national foundry. Also, memorials on the 
subject of prohibiting. duelling in the District of 
Columbia. . Also, several petitions from citizens of 


Also, certain | 
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Huntingdon co., against the annexation of ‘Texas. 


Also, the memorial of John Hasson, and 152- 
others, citizens of Centre county, for alaw to pro- : 


hibit duelling within the District of Columbia: 
referred to the select committee on the subject.] 
NEW JERSEY. pais 


Messrs. HALSTEAD, RANDOLPH, STRAT- 


TON, and AYCRIGG.  - 
NEW YORK. 


Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, BIRD- 


SALL, DE GRAFF, RUSSELL, PRENTISS, 
SPENCER, FILLMORE, MARVIN, BROD- 
HEAD, MITCHELL, BICKNELL, JONES, 
ANDREWS, VANDERVEER, HOFFMAN, 


| SIBLEY, FOSTER, GALLUP, PATTERSON, 


and CHILDS. 


{Mr. Grant presented the petition of 61 inhabi- 


tants of the town of Richland, Oswego county, New 
York, praying an inquiry into the expediency of 
repairing and arming the military positions at Os- 
wego village: which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs.] 

(Mr. Spence presented the memorial of Luther 
Stark and 164 other citizens of the town of Fort 
Covington, State of New York, praying for the ex- 
pulsion of certain members of this House who 
were concerned in the tragical death of the Hon. 
Jonatuan Ciutyy, late a member of this House 
from the State of Maine, giving their reasons in 
detail why their prayer ought to be granted. Also, 
one other, of Otis Young and 66 other citizens of 
the city of Pittsburg, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
on the same subject: referred to the select com- 
mittee on that subject.] : 

[Mr. N. Jonxs presented the resolutions of the 
citizens of Cornwall, in the State of New York, 
praying Congress to enact such laws as shall here- 
after prevent, as far as possible, the practice of 
duelling by members of their own bedy, or by the 
citizens of Washingion. Also, the proceedings 
and resolutions of a large meeting of the citizens of 
Newburg and its vicinity, in the State of New 
York, in reference to the late duel near the city of 
Washingtan, praying Congress to enact proper 
penal ordinances against principals, seconds, and 
abettors in duels originating within the District of 
Columbia. ] 

[Mr. BickneLn presented a petition to establish 
a post route from Norwich, Chenango county, 
New York, through Smyrna, Earlville, Poolville, 
East Hamilton, North Brookfield, Sangerfield Cen- 
tre to Waterville, Oneida county. Also, the pro- 
ceedings of a large and respectable meeting of the 
citizens of Madison county, convened at Canastota, 
expressing their opinion relative to the late duel, 
and praying Congress to expel ali concerned in 
that transaction.] 

{Mr. Brapssii presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting of the inhabitants of the South Jury 
district of Seneca county, New York, without dis- 
tinction of party, held at the court-house in that 
district, on the 13th day of March, 1838, of which 
the Hon. Jonas Seely was chairman, Henry 
Limpson, William T. Johnson, John Kelley, Geo. 
C. Beach, and Henry Schooley, esars. were vice- 
presidents; and the Hon. William Thompson and 
Maj. Gen, Himrod were secretaries; called for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the duel be- 
tween the late Mr. Citity and Mr. Graves, and ex- 
pressing their sentiments thereon; which, on motion 
of Mr. B. was referred to the select committee hav- 
ing that subject under consideration. Mr. B. also 
presented the memorial of Jared Van Vleet and 
others, inhabitants of Seneca county, New York, 
praying the interposition of Congress in reference 
to the late duel between. Mr. :Citiey and Graves; 
which, on motion of Mr. B. was referred:to the Se- 
lect committee having that subject before it.] 


[Mr. Bropueap presented the proceedings and 


resolutions of a meeting of a large number of ci- 
tizens of the town of Bloomingburg, in the county 
of Sullivan, New York, against the practice of 
duelliag. Also, a petition from said county, pray- 
ing that a law may be passed to vacate the. seats 
of any members of the House of Congress: that 


may be.engaged in any duel, directly or indirectly, 


hereafter.] f 
[Mr. Anprews presented the petition of A: S. 


Palmer and others, asking the expulsive from this | 


| House, of the persons engaged in the late duel. 

--Also, the petition of John Moore of Steuben county, 
N. Y. foran iicrease of pension g 8 i a 
~ [Mr: DeGrarr presented the memorials of Ichiel 
J. Miller, 405° others; Ezra. Willson, 140 others; 
Wm: H. Satterbe, 44` others; “Moses Haynes; 86 
others; Stephen’ Vernian; 85 others; Seth’ Whalen, 
105: others; Henry E. Barrett, 99 ‘others; Seth W. 
Higgins, .45 others; Solomon : Brown, :75- ‘others; 
James G. Stebbins, 84 others; John A. -Caséy, 86 
others; Robert Forbes; 62. others, all inhabitants 
of Saratoga county, N. Y. praying the: interposi~ 
tion of Congress in reference to the late duel. ` 

Mr. D&G. also presented a memorial of William 
McCamus and 202 others, inhabitants-of Schenec- 
tady, praying against the Sub-Treasury, and in 
favor of a national bank.]} ; 

[Mr. Prat presented the petition of 150 inhabi- 
tants for a mail route from Pine Plains, through 

‘the towns of Gallatin, Ancram, and Copake, to the 
village of Hillsdale, in the county of Columbia, in 
the State of New York. Also. a like petition, pray- 
ing for a mail route from Malden, in the county of 
Ulster, through Wynkopsville, to Irving ville, in the 
county of Greene, and State of New York: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. Also, a resolution for a post route.] j 

[Mr. Gatuup presented the proceedings ofa 
meeting of citizens of Rensselaerville, New York, 
praying Congress to pass a Jaw against duelling. 
Also, the petition-of 97 persons and firms concerned 
in the navigation of:the:Hudson river, praying for 
the erection of a light house between’. Catskill and 
Athens, in the State of New York.] Es 

> “VERMONT. « . a 

Messrs. EVERETT, ALLEN, SLADE, and 
HALL. : 

{Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Joseph 
Soule and thirty-eight others, citizens of the town of 
Fairfield, in the State of Vermont, on the subject of 
the late duel: referred to the ‘select committee 
having that subject under consideration. Also, 
the petition of Joel Thompson, praying compensa- 
tion for property used by the United States during 
the last war: referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. TOUCEY and PHELPS. ; 

[Mr. Puexrs presented ‘the petition of Bissell 
Hinsdale and sundry other inhabitants of Winches- 
ter, Connecticut; praying against the passage of the 
Sub-Treasury bill and in favor of a National Bank. 
Also, the petition of Daniel’ Coe and ninety-three 
others, legal voters of the county: of Litchfield, 
praying that all‘such members of Congress’ as ‘had 
any thing to do with the late duel may be expelled, 
and that Congress may pass an act punishing with 
imprisonment for life any persons who may hereaf- 
ter be concerned in the giving or receiving of a 
challenge to fight a duel in the District of Colum. 
bia.] ' 

MASSACHUSETTS. i 
Messrs. CALHOUN, GRENNELL, ’ CUSH- 
ING, PHILLIPS, and ADAMS. . 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
‘Messrs. WILLIAMS and CUSHMAN. 
: . MAINE, 

Messrs. SMITH, FAIRFIELD, NOYES, AN- 
DERSON, and EVANS.. 

[Mr. Fairrietp presented the following petitions 
upon: the subject’ of the late duel, which were re- 
ferred to the select committee. having that subject 
under: consideration:. Ezra Cunningham’ and 52 
others, citizens of.Edgecomb; Philo Clark and 32 
others, citizens of Maine; Daniel Kendrick and 139 
_others, citizens of -Newcastle : and Nobleboro, all 
in the State of Maine. ‘Also, the petition of Simon 
Ross and others, for a new mail route:from:Alfred 
to Newfield, through Waterboro and*Shapleigh, 
Maine.] Fo pipaa 

[Mr. Anperson presented: the following peti- 
‘tions: Robert Moor and 90 others, citizens of Uar- 
nisa; Cyrus Mewes and-30:-others of Hermon, 
Thomas Bradley:and 20° others of Hermon; Ben- 
jamin Guptial and 16 others of Hermon; Gabriel 
Dennis and 30 others‘of. Liberty; Alonzo Emery 
and 34 others ‘of Hampden; Je Waldron and 51 
others of Clinton; James Blanchard and .70-others 
of Prospect; JohnH: Jarvis ‘and 49 others-of Cas- 
tine; Joseph Gilman and: 88.-others “of Dixmiont; 


all of the State of Maine, praying for an investi-: 
gation into the circumstances “of the late duel; 
which were referred to theselectcommittee. Also, 
the petition of Right Stockwell ‘and 42 others, for’ 
the establishment of a mail route from East Eding- 


ton to West Edington, in the State of Maine; which 


was referred*to the Committee on the Post Office’ 


and.Post Roads. ] 

Petitions were further presented, on leave, by 
My. SHEPARD of North Carolina, Mr. MALLO- 
RY of Virginia, Mr. MAY of Illinois, Mr. BEIRNE 
of Virginia, and Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 

~and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Penns- 
ville, in Morgan county, by way of Chesterfield, in 
Marion township, in Athens county, to Plymouth, 
in Washington county. 

-On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Smith- 
ville, in the coufity of De Kalb, to Manchester, in 
Coffee county, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. OGLE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary, of State of the 
United States be directed to communicate to this 
House the names ofall Ministers, and other diplo- 
matic agents of the United States, in foreign coun- 


tries on the 4th of March, 1829; the names and | 


grade of all who have been recalled since that date; 
the names, grade, and date of subsequent appoint- 
. ments; the several. periods of service of the persons 
so appointed; the sum allowed to each for such 
service respectively, as well as the amount of con- 
tingent expenses paid to each. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing a post route from Greens- , 


burg to Edminston, in Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of leasing the public grounds west of 
the Capitol, within the District of Columbia, to 
such person or persons as shall agree, for the short- 
est period of time, to enclose with good and sub- 
stantial fences, drain, level, and piace the several 
lots under grass. 

Os motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into theex- 
pediency of establishing-a post route from Wither’s 
Cross Roads, in Smith county, Tennessee, passing 
by. Isaac Pipkin’s, Reuben Roork’s, and Grey 
Cook’s, to Scottsville. 

On motion of Mr. HALL of Vermont, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads b2 instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Wil- 
mington, in the State of Vermont, to Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, 

Resolved, That a committee be appoinied to in- 
quire into the expediency. of encouraging and aid- 
ing méteorological observations throughout the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
village of Gilboa, in the county of Scoharie, to the 


town of Prattsville, in the county of Green, to the | 


town of Middletown, by way of Fly Brook, in the 
county of Delaware and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Athens, 

-the county seat of Izard county, Arkansas, to Van 
Buren, Missouri. 
On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals inquire into the expediency of granting each 
„Alternate section. of Jand for the purpose of aiding 

in the construction of a canal, four miles in length, 


between. the Falls.of Rockeriver and the. Mississip- | 
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Hill Point.. 
On motion of Mr, CONNOR, : ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire. into: the 
expediency of establishing a post.route’ from Lin- 


1 colnton, North Carolina, via Haylesville, ‘Spring’s 


Mills, Erasmus Post Office, to Yorkville, South Ca- 
rolina. : 

On motion of Mr. HEROD, .. , 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire -into‘the expediency 
of reporting a bill authorizing the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana to sell and convey, according ` to 
the provisions of the act, entitled, an act to autho- 
rize the Legislature of the State of Indiana to sell 
and convey certain lands granted to said State for 
the use of the people thereof, approved, July 34, 
1832, section 32, in townhip nine, north of-range 
two, east of the Jeffersonville District. The same 
having been reserved from sale by the President of 
the United States, for the use of section 31, town- 
ship and range aforesaid, as a salt spring reserve; 
and which said section 32, township nine, north of 
range two east, was omitted in the act referred to. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be and they are hereby instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of passing a law to indemnify the heirs 
and representatives of General Nathaniel Taylor, 
late of East Tennessee, deceased, for his property 
destroyed by the Chickasaw Indians, in the year 
eighteen hundred. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be and he 
hereby is required to communicate to the House of 
Rey resentatives, all the information in the posses- 
sion or power of his department, relative to the de- 


struction of property of the late General Nathaniel | 


Taylor, of East Tennessee, deceased, by the 

Chickasaw Indians, within the limits of their nation. 
On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 


to communicate to this House the aggregate num-, 


ber of each denomination of pensioners, now pay- 
able at the several agencies under his department, 
with the aggregate amount of money required 
semi-annually to make payment at each agency; 
Also, the names of pensioners who have been. ad- 
ded to the roll of each agent, and of all who have 
died or been dropped off by the Commissioner of 
Pensions, since the last report of the pensioners, 
names furnished to this body. Also, a list of agents, 
the dates of their several appointments, the amounts 
and description of funds remitted to or placed in 
charge of each agent, since the 4th day of March, 
1833, and the authority under which said remit- 
tances were made, or funds so placed. Also, a 
list of the several balances of unpaid pensions, and 
to whom due, at the several agencies; and the se- 
veral balances of unexpended public money, re- 
ported to the Department, or know to be remaining 
in the hands of pension agent at the close of each 
fiscal year, since the said, 4th day of March, 1833, 
to the present. is 

On motion of GRAVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a post route from Lovis- 
ville, Kentucky, to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, by the 
way of Jeffersontown, Taylorsville,and Bloomfie!d. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of paying to 
Thomas Ramsay of Kentucky, arrearages of a 
pension claimed by him to be dne. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means consider the expediency of providing for the 
importation of stationery, duty free, and upon the 
same footing with pictures and busts in marble. 

Reports from committees were then. called for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Samuel Milligan; which was read twice and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


of Wm. Mattison. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the relief |} insert: 
AMU EST on A “at follows:” 


commencing at Milan, on the Mississippi river, |] 
in Rock Island county, and terminating at: Sugar, 
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On motion of Mr: GARLAND of Virginia, the 
Housé’ took up the Senate’s. amendment to the bill 
in relation to the United States Courts in Western 
Virginia, and,-on Mr. G's motion,’ after a few 
words from him and Messrs. BEIRNE ang MAL- 
LORY, it was disagreed to. ae 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the 


days. > ; 

The SPEAKER. laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the names of the deposite banks, which 
had availed themselves of the benefits of the act 


“ofthe 12th of October last, which was laid on the 
“table. f 


Sundry bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s 
table were taken up, read twice, and referred to 
their appropriate standing committees. 3 

The bill to provide for the construction of the 
Cumberland road through the towns of Salem and 
Louisburg, in the State of Ohio, was read the third 
time and passed. 

CIVIL LIST. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “Dill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of’ Government for the year 
1838,” the question being on the motion of Mr. 
RARIDEN to recommit the bill to a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, with instruc- 
tions to inerease the item for the contingent 
expenses of the House from $225,000 to $273,960, 
(so as to cover the purehase of certain books to be 
distributed among the members.) 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a call of the House: re- 
fused. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina opposed 
the proposed appropriation. = 

Mr. CAMBRELENG raised the point of order 
under the 63d rule. 

The CHAIR ruled it to be in order. 

.Mr. CAMBRELENG took an appeal. 

The 63d rule is in the following words: “ No 
appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment 
thereto, for any expenditure not previously autho- 
rized by law;” and under this rule, Mr. C. con- 
tended, no law having been passed authorizing this 
appropriation, it was not in order as an amendment. 

There was also another ground of objection taken 
by Mr. C. Since the year 1830, the, House had 
invariably adopted a.proyiso. prohibiting the mo- 
ney appropriated for the edhtingent expenses of the 
House, frorn ‘being applied to any other purpose 
than its ordinary expenditures, 

There was also another objection... The amend- 
ment embraced an appropriation contained in 
another special bill before the House. 

THE, CHAIR reaffirmed his decision, on the 
ground that the amendment contained nothing from 
which he could be justified in drawing an inference 
that it contemplated to purchase of books. 

Mr. HOWARD hoped the gentleman . would 
withdraw the appeal. Sei 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did so for the purpose -of 
having’ a direct vote on the proposition. If it was 
agreed to, he was still of the opinion that the bill 
would be delayed till July, for the Senate had al- 
ways withheld its consent to such an appropriation, 
and the Chair and the House must take the respon- 
sibility of its delay, for the Committee of Ways 
and Means could not. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, in order, he said, to bring the 
House to a vote, moved the previous question, but 
the House did not second it, only 47 voting for it. 

The question on Mr. Raripen’s motion was then 
iaken, and decided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 
96. : 
So the motion to commit was decided in the ne- 
gative. A 

Mr. REED then renewed the amendment moved 
by him in Committee” of the Whole, for building, 
rebuilding, and ‘completing light-houses’ in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New 
York, $52,040: a 

Mr. INGHAM moved toamend this amendment, 
as follows: : F 

“Next after the word “completing” in the second 
line of the amendment proposed by Mr. Rexn, 
ngeft: light-houses, monuments, and beacon lights, 
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Ix Marnz.—For placing monuments qn Fort 
Point ledge, Adams’s ledge, and Buck ledge, in 
Penobscot river, $1,300, in addition to the sum of 
$3,000, appropriated by act of 3d March, 1837. 

. In Massacnuserrs.—For two small beacon lights 
on the north side of Nantucket island, in addition 
to the sum of $500 heretofore appropriated, the 
sum of $2,100. ‘ i 

For a light house on Mayo beach, in Well Fleet 
bay, in addition to $1,000 heretofore appropriated, 
the sum of $4,000. : 

In Connecricur.—For rebuilding the light-house 
at Lynde Point, in addition to the sum of $5,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sam of $1,200. 

For a sea wall to preserve the light-house at Fair 
‘Weather island, in addition to the sum of $5,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $3,000. 

“In New Yors:-—For placing a beacon on Ro- 
mers shoal, near Sandy Hook, in -addition to the 
sum of $15,000. heretofore appropriated, the sum 
of $10,000. i ; 

For a light-housej on Esopus, Meadows, on the 
Hudson river, in-addition to $3,000 heretofore 
appropriated, the sum of $3,000. 

For a light-house on Cedar Island, Sag Harbor, 
in addition to $1,000 heretofore: appropriated, 
the sum of $4,000. ` 

In Onto.--For securing the foundation of the 
light-house on Turtle Island, in addition to $8,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $7,000. 

IN Loursiana.—For a beacon-light at or near the 
south-east pass of Vermilion Bay, in faddition to 
the sum of $5,000 heretofore appropriated, the sum 
of $10,000. 

In MicnigaN.—For a light-house at the mouth 
of Kalamazoo river, in addition to the sum of 
$5,000, heretofore appropriated the sum of $1,000. 

In Wisconsin Territory.—For a light-house at 
the mouth of Milwaukie, in addition to $5,000, 
heretofore appropriated, the sum, of $1,000. 

For a light-house at the mouth of Manitonic 
river, in addition to $5,000 heretofore appropriated, 
the sum of $1,000. 

For a light-howse at Chippewayan, in addition ta 
$5,000 heretofore appropriated, the sum of $1,000. 

For a light-house at the mouth of Root river, in 
addition to the sum of $5,000, heretofore appropri- 
ated, the sam of $1,000. 

Rr. REED accepted this as a modification. 

he amendment was discussed by Messrs. 
REED, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, INGHAM, in 
its support, and by Mr. CAMBRELENG in oppo- 
sition to it. i f 


My. CUSHMAN then rose and said he hoped | 


the House would not adopt this amendment, and, 
inorder to cut it otf, he moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by the House—ayes 72, 
noes 57. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked for the yeas 
and nays on ordering the main question, but they 
were refused, and the main question was ordered, 
and then put and agreed to without a division; so 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading to-day. 

The bill having been engrossed in the interim, 
was put on its third reading. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana then moved to 
recommit it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with instructions to strike from 
it all the clauses for additional clerk hire. 

Upon this question Mr. G. after some few re- 
marks, calied for the yeas and nays, but they were 
not ordered. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave a detaited statement 
of the items, which he showed to be in consequence 
ofthe necessity of carrying out laws passed by 
Congress. A law was passed, to execute which the 
head of a department or bureau was. compelled to 
employ additional clerk hire, and it was better to 
provide for this additional force temporarily, or as 
jong the daties under the law were necessary, than 
to authorize the appointment of permanent clerks, 
who might have nothing to do when the law 
eeased, It was with this view that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had reported these items, and 
they had-rigidly investigated each ease. : 

Mr. GARLAND withdrew a part of his instrue- 
tions, but he still contended that the discretion as- 
sumed by the Departments jm these extra appoint- 


|| proves to be a good location, and it is practicable 


| on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


ments should be further restrained. They should 
not be permitted to be the sole judges whether. ad- 
ditional clerks were necessary or not, and the .ob- 
ject of his motion was to restrain them from the ir- 
responsible .exercise of that power. | 

Mr. CONNOR then demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded—ayes 69, noes 57, 
and the main question ordered, put, and agreed to 
without a division. i 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


Mr. GOODE, on leave, yesterday presented a 
petition from certain citizens in the vicinity of Sa- 
lem, in Montgomery county, and Lewisburg, in 
Preble county, Ohio, praying that the superinten- || 
dent of the National road in Ohio may be authorized 
to examine and resurvey that part of said road, so 
as to ran through Salem and Lewisburg, if it 


without a material increase of distance, or any in- 
crease of expense. i 

Mr. Goope accompanied the petition with the 
following statement in substance: That the object 
of this petition was not to open the old question of 
change of the National road, but for the single pur- 
pose of authorizing an examination of the route 
through Salem and Lewisburg, and for no other 
purpose whatever; and that the bill (should a bill 
be reported) will be confined to that object alone, 
without permitting any other deviation from the 
road as at present located; and if it cannot be passed 
at the present session, So as to cause no delay, the 
bill is to be withdrawa at the close of this session, 
so as not to retard the progress of the work. 


IN SENATE, 

, Moxpay, March 26, 1838. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of New, York, praying Congress to 
pass a law to suppress duelling: laid on the table and 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
121 citizens of the county of Lancaster, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying Congress to pass a law prohibiting per- 
sons who may hereafter be engaged in a duel, from 
holding office under the Government of the United 
States: Jaid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praying for the immediate abolition of sla- 
very, and the slave trade, in these Territories of the 
United States in which it exists: the motion to re- 
ceive this petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the proceedings | 
of a meeting held in Rensselaer county, New York, | 
remonstrating against the Independent Treasury 
and Bill, praying for the establishment of a Na- |! 
tional Bank: laid on the table. 

_Mr. KING presented the memorials of Joshua. 
Kennedy, and of the heirs of Wm. E. Kennedy, 
praying confirmation of titles to tracts of land de- 
rived under Spanish grants: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr.CLAY of Alabama, presented the petition of 
a number of the citizens of Gainesville, Sumpter | 
county, Alabama, praying the establishment of a | 
direct and continuous mail coach line from Tusca- | 
loosa, the seat of Government in Alabama, by way. 
of Gainesville, to Jackson, the seat of Government i 
in Mississippi; which was referred to the Committee 


Mr. C. also, presented the memorial of the Trus- 
tees of the Irwinton Academy, Alabama, asking an 
appropriation of land to aid that institution and the | 
cause of education: referred to the Committee on the | 
Public Lands. ; 

Mr. BAYARD presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a town meeting held at Wilmington, | 
Delaware, against the Independent Treasury bill, 
and in favor of a National Bank: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. Me 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Caldwell, chaplain in the army of | 
the Revolution: referred to the Committee. on Re- 
volutionary Claims. ; : 

Also, the petition of 130 citizens of. Essex coun- 
ty, New Jersey, opposed to the Independent Trea- 


| recipients. under its provisions. 


sury, and praying the-establishment of a National’ 
Bank: laid on the table. : $ : 

Also, the memorial of the masters.in the navy 
of the United States,. praying for inerease of pay: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs at law-of John 
Law, praying for the confirmation of a claim to a 
tract of. land in Arkansas: referred to the Commit- 


tee on Private Land Claims, and ordered -to be 


printed. : : ; 

Also, the memorial of Nathaniel Amory, pray- 
ing for confirmation of his claims to a tract of 
land: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. : . ; 

Mr. SOUTHARD also presented the memorial 
of John Ross and others, a delegation of the Che- 
rokee tribe of Indians, praying Congress to annul 


| the late Cherokee treaty; and afier. a debate, in 


which Messrs. SOUTHARD, LUMPKIN, CLAY 
of Alabama, KING, and GRUNDY, took part, 
: CHEROKEE TREATY: 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial, ad- 
dressed to Congress, and signed by the deputation 
of the Cherokee Indians now in Washington, . 
making representations and complaints in regard to 
their situation under the late alleged treaty, and 
praying Congress in some mode tointerfere for their 
relief. i 

Also, a memorial against the enforcement of the . 
treaty, directly from the Cherokee nation, with the 
signatures of 15,665 persons of that nation. 

Mr. S. moved that these. memorials be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr, President, I must ex- 
press my deep regret at the introduction of this sub- 
ject here by the’ Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Sournarn.] Even to entertain, and discuss this 
subject here, at this time, is pregnant with much 
mischief. But the subject being thus far forced 
upon the attention of the Senate, I wish to give to 
it hat direction which, will be productive of the least 
mischief, which will be, to lay the whole subject 
on the table, with an understanding*that it wiil not 


| again be taken up by the Senate. 


It is proper, however, that, before I make this 
motion, I should ask the ear of the Senate, while I 
explain, in a brief manner, why the Senate should, 
in a prompt and decisive manner, put to rest all 
hopes and expectations of the Cherokee people, 


i that John Ross can effect the slightest change in the 


determination of any branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment, to execute. the Cherokee treaty of 1835. 


| Neither would 1 wish to make this motion to the 


preclusion of other gentlemen who may desire to 
say something on this subject. 3 : 
Sir, this Cherokee treaty, which is the subject 
matter of complaint with John Ross and his 
friends, who are now in hearing of my voice, was 
negotiated by a highly qualified and competent 


| delegation of the Cherokee people, in the latter 


part of the year 1835. In the early part of the 
year 1836, the treaty was’ thoroughly discussed in 
this Senate, and received its ratification in due 
form. Moreover, the large appropriations neces- 
sary to carry it into effect were discussed in both 
branches of Congress, in the face of the opposition 
of Mr. Ross and his political friends, and received 
the sanction of Congress. From that time, the 
execution of the treaty commenced, and has pro- 
gressed with as much succéss as could be expected, 
under all the opposing circumstances.. Mr. Ross 
and his associates have not been able to keep back 
the intelligent portion of the Cherokee people from 
acceding to the terms of the treaty, and becoming 
Yes, sir, nine- 
tenths of the intelligent Cherokees have emigrated 
to the West under the provisions of this treaty, or 


| are preparing to go. ; 


Amongst the emigrants, you will find Andrew 
Ross, the brother of John ; ‘Thomas F. Taylor, the 
son of Richard Taylor, who is now here as-one of 


‘John Ross’s delegation ; and. John. Gunter, the 


brother of the Gunters. who are. now here aiding 
John Ross in his projects of mischief. Yes, sir, 
the nearest and most of the connections of these 
very men have not-only yielded to this treaty, and 
are now settled in the West, happy and .contented, 
but have corresponded with me, and assured me of. 
their. satisfaction with. their: change of residence. 


Indeed, sir, they are now zealous friends of the 
treaty, although, at the time of its formation, Tay- 
lor and others were violently opposed to it. : 
There is no difficulty in regard to executing this 
treaty with the intelligent portion of the Cherokee 
people, except what has been produced by this 
man John Ross, who claims to be principal chief 
of the Cherokee people, and his pliable delegation 
now here. Thé opposing Indians, now, are igno- 
rant and uninformed, and these would long since 
have cheerfully yielded, and have emigrated, but 
for the wicked and mischievous operations of this 
man John Ross, and his immediate associates. 
Since the ratification of the treaty, I presume 
this man Ross has spent more than one-half of his 
time in and about this place, under the pretence of 
doing something which would abrogate or change 
this treaty. Unfortunately, he has been permitted 
to hold too much correspondence with the Execu- 
tive officers of this Government, and received too 
much countenance from members of Congress, 
which has been calculated to keep up the delusion 
that the treaty would not be executed without his 
consent or approbation. Sir, I have been inti- 
mately connected with this subject. Ihave been 
in a position, in connection with the execution of 
this treaty, which enables me to understand things 
as they actually exist; and but for this man Ross, 
and his aiders and abettors, these unfortunate 
Cherokees would now have been quietly enjoying 
the benefits of this most liberal and beneficent 
treaty at their settled homes in the West. Hun- 
dreds and thousands of these people are this day 
passively waiting to receive the permission of Ross 


to leave their present abodes and go West. Whole- 


neighborhoods of the Cherokees have repeatedly 
made up their minds to yield to the treaty, and 
commenced making their preparations accordingly, 
when news would go from John Ross and his asso- 
ciates here, that Ross was negotiating a new treaty; 
that the present treaty was undergoing modification 
or change, and the Indians urged not to yield to the 
present treaty or to the advice of the agents of the 
Government engaged in its execution; and thus 
repeated stops have been put to emigration. 

The countenance given to this delusion by Con- 
gressmen and those high in authority, is fraught 
with the most serious evils. It threatens destruc- 
tion and extermination to the remnant of this once 
mighty race. The twenty-third of May next, now 
Jess than two months hence, and these people, so 
far as Georgia is concerned, must go, and go 
quickly. The citizens of Georgia hold grants 
for the lands on: which these Indians now. re- 
side in that State, and the grantees are legally 
authorized ‘by the Jaws of the State, as well 
as the treaty, to take possession of their lands 
on and after the twenty-third of May next; 
and, sir, possession they will take, and the 
Indians will then truly be forced out of 
house and home. Georgia and the Georgians 
have long since been accused of having taken pos- 
session of all the Indian lands, houses and homes. 
But, sir, this was not true; it was one of the many 
slanders which has been propagated to disparage 
the Siate which I have the honor to represent. We 
have treated the Indians with all the kindness and 
forbearance which their interest required. But, 
sir, whatever conflict may arise, after the 23a of 
May, Georgia must, and will, be speedily relieved 
from this long-standing and vexatious perplexity. 
If the execution of this treaty is longer resisted, 
whatever evil may. ensue, the just res msibility is 
chargeable to this man, Ross, and his*associates, 
and to those who encourage his delusive hopes, 
and not to my constituents, or the authorities of the 
State which I represent. So far from avoiding, I 
would desire the most thorough investigation of 
this treaty, its execution, and every other transac- 
tion connected with the subject. Bat, sir, I will 
never consent to any investigation which shall re- 
tard the execution of the treaty, so far as the reme- 
‘val of the Indians is concerned. They must 50, Or 
evil will come of it. : ; . 

[have in my possession various communica- 
‘tions from officers and agents of the Government, 
as wellas other citizens, all going to sustain the 
“fact that the Indians will not emigrate, so long as 


© this man, Ross, continues to cotnmunicate (or 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


do, something here to change the provisions of the 
treaty. - From the beginning, nothing but the fal- 


‘Jacious hope that this treaty would not be strictiy 


executed, has prevented the Cherokee people from 
yielding to it with great unanimity.. This subject 
is not now within the jurisdiction of Congress; it 


_ belongs to the Executive Government; and if this 


treaty fails of execution, to that branch of the Go- 
vernment I shall charge the failure, and shall use 
my best exertions to prevent the interference of the 
Legislature—that branch of the Government to 
which I happen to be attached. But all the com- 
bined powers of the Federal Government cannot 
abrogate or change this treaty, without the consent 
of the States interested, and that consent will never 
be obtained. Honesty is said to be the best policy: 
at any rate, honesty isa duty. Then let usnot de- 
ceive, but save these people, by assuring them that 
the treaty will be executed. 

I will forbear, as before intimated, to make the 
motion to lay this memorial on the table, to afford 
to other gentlemen the privilege which I have ex- 
ercised myself, of submitting any remarks which 
they may have to make on this subject. I shall 
not, however, consent to give any other direction 
to this subject than that which I have suggested. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that, in order to 
understand fally the merits of the memorial pre- 
sented by the Senator from New Jersey, he would 
lay before the Senate, and ask the reading of, cer- 
tain documents which had a most important bear- 
ing on the subject before them. The first was a 
letter from General Smith, the superintendent of 
Cherokee emigration, received at the War Depart- 
ment, and dated the 8th March, by which the Se- 
nate would see what he thought of the matter. He 
was in possession of other documents, which he 
should ask to be read, after the Senate had heard 
this one. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said he would also ask for the 
reading of the papers he had presented, in order 
that the whole subject, in relation to this matter, 
might be fully understood. It was not his wish, 
when he presented the memorial, to excite debate, 
but rather his desire that the motion should have 
pursued a very different course. As merely to 
have printed the memorial and accompanying do- 
cuments, and to have referred the whole to’ the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which would, no 
doubt, have reported on the subject, and put the 
matter at once to rest. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied, that under all 
the circumstances, he could not suffer himself to be 
diverted from asking the reading of these docu- 
ments, for reasons which would be apparent to the 
Senate, when they became acquainted with the 
contents. Having understood, on Saturday last, 
that the Senator from New Jersey intended to of- 
fer this memorial, which amounted to little more 
than turning loose the tomahawk and scalping 
knife ona portion of the people he represented, 
he went on that morning to the War Department, 
for the purpose of obtaining information on the 
subject, and was furnished with these documents, 
which he was under an obligation to return in the 
course of the day. The Senate would, therefore, 
see his object in requesting that they might be im- 
mediately read. He should then make a motion to 
lay the whole subject on the table, in order to pre- 
vent any excitement, and put an end toany de- 
lusive hopes of setting aside the treaty which 
would inevitably lead to the most dangerous con- 
sequences. 

Mr. KING could not but regret that his honora- 
ble colleague was not prepared to accede to the 
suggestion made, and suffer this matter to rest with- 
outa discussion. He knew, and every Senator 
knew, fall well, that if any discussion was had here 
on the subjects treated of in this-:memorial, they 
would create hopes in the minds of these people, 
which never could be realized, while the false hopes 
thus. created woul probably result in the most 
serious disturbances. . They all knew the eare, the 
labor, and. éeliberation bestowed in the investiga- 


tion of the subject, and the difficulties they had to` 


encounter when the treaty was ratified. . It was 
ratified by the’sulemn vote of fwo-thirds of this 
body, and concurred in by the House of Represen- 


causes it to be done) that he is doing, or expects te. 
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tatives, by the passage of an appropriation biit- to 

carry it into effect. If then,.said Mr. K, ‘when 
this treaty is about to be éarried into’ effect, we 
create in the minds of these people, the hopes and 
fears that must result from a discussion of the sub- 
jects embraced in- their. memorial, you greatly in- 
jure them, as well as endanger the peace and trán- 
quillity of our people.. ‘The Cherokees ought to:be 
made to understand that this thing. was settled for- 
ever; that the treaty. was irrevocable; that the Go- 
vernment was bound to carly it into effect, and 
that they must not delude themselves with the 
false hope of setting it aside. 

He felt for this unfortunate people.as much as 
any man.. He knew that they were delud- 
ed and deceived by those of their own: nation 
who were fully aware that there was not the re- 
motest possibility of diverting the Government 
from its solemn obligations to carry out the provi- 
sions of this treaty. He had received much infor- 
mation on this subject from individuals of the Che- 
rokee tribe, who were every way equal, if not su- 
perior, to these memorialists—honest, intelligent, 
and religious men, and who were convinced that 
the true interests of their people consisted in their 
removal to the West. He had hopes that his 
honorable colleague would have acceded to the 
proposition that this matter should be laid on the 
table without discussion, without printing, and 
without reference. He asked honorable Senators, 
as men of understanding, of pairiotism and of 
humanity, to show by their votes to these unfortu- 
nate people, that all expectation of setting aside, or 
changing this treaty, must be abandoned, now and 
forever. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that ifhis colleague 
had thought proper to wait for the development of 
his views, he would have seen that the very. course 
he intended to pursue was the one recommended by 
him. It was his intention, as soon as the docu- 
ments were read, to move to lay the whole subject 
on the tabie, in order to prevent any discussion on 
it; and he would do this for the security not only of 
his own constituents, but for the security of those 
deluded people, the Cherokees themselves. He was 
in possession of information which his colleague 
was not aware of, that would be sufficient to satisfy 
the Senate of the propriety of putting an end at 
once to any action on this subject. His purpose 
was to produce no excitement, to permit no refe- 
rence to a committee, or give rise to any agitating 
discussion. On the coutrary, his object was to avoid 
all this; and he thought that the readiest way of 
doing so, was to let the reading of the documents 
precede his intended motion to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table, He knew as well as his colleague 
did, that any discussion would only tend to encou- 
rage false hopes in the minds of these unfortunate 
people, and involve that section of the country in 
war, and that they would, by any such action, as 
propused by the Senator from New Jersey, bring 
about the re-enactment of the scenes we had re- 
cently witnessed in the Florida and Creek wars. Lf 
the Florida treaty. had been promptly carried iato 
effect, as it ought to have been, without suffering 
the false hopes of remaining in the country, 
which had arisen out of a most unfortunate delay, 
we should, in all probability, have avoided that 
expensive war, and all the bloodshed that was 
consequent upon it, So also as to the Creek 
war. If a competent force had been stationed 
amongst them to control them, and they had been 
promptly removed, all the bloodshed. and expense, 
together with a destruction of private property to 
an immense amount, would also have been avoided. 

Mr. C. said as he was desired by several Senators 
near him to state the contents of the documents he 
referred to, he would do so as-briefly as possible; 
and he hoped that it would be sufficient to put 
down the discussien at once, and indicate distinctly 
to these deluded. people that there was no disposi- ` 
tion on the part of this Government, to delay the 
execution of the treaty. The superintendent stated, 
what was- corroborated by the three commissioners, 
in their letters of the 9th January and 28h Febru- 
ary last, that these people say that they are ready 
to go. West immediately, if they had the permise 
sjon-of John Ross to do so; that they are waiting 


‘ll the-issue of his. negotiations with the Government, 


which they believe will result in their being per- 
mitted to remain in the couniry. It all, said Mr. 
C. amounts to this: that they are kept in the coun- 
try under the delusive expectation held out by John 
Ross, that he can succeed in effecting such a nego- 
tiation as will annul the treaty: Again, said Mr, 
C. there is not sufficient force in that section of 
country now to remove the Indians without blood- 
shed, if these delusive expectations held out by 
Ross are permitted to continue; and although a 
war would be most unfortunate to our people, yet 
it would be a still greater scourge to the Cherckees. 
It would result in their extermination. ‘Their secu- 
rity consisted in. putting an end to the false hopes 
that had been held out to them. Mr. C. said he 
would send the documents to the Chair, that any 
gentleman who wished it might have an -opportu- 
nity of inspecting them. He then moved to lay 
the memorial on the table, but withdrew the motion 
temporarily at the request of 

Mr. SOUTHARD, who did not wish to enter into 
any controversy on the subject: the two Senators did 
not feel more regret than he did on this matter. The 
motion he‘had just made, as well as the conversa- 
tions he had held with différent individuals, would 
show he had no desire to force it upon the conside- 
ration of the Senate, with a view to a protracted dis- 
cussion, These persons, claiming to be authorized 
agents, had put in his hands the memorial and pa- 
pers containing the correspondence between the Ex- 
ecutive and these people. He had felt it, therefore, 
a solemn duty to present it to the Senate. The In- 
dians believe, whether justly or not, they had been 
wrongly dealt with, and ask Congress to hear them. 
Why not then, said Mr. S. refer the papers to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which body would, 
no doubt, report promptly, and let them know what 
they had to expect. Such, in his opinion, would 
be the true course for a great Government to pur- 
sue towards a poor and oppressed race. Give the 
answer to their prayer in a constitutional manner, 
and they will, no doubt, be satisfied. 1f you refuse 
them a hearing, said Mr. S. do you suppose that 
would destroy their hopes of remaining? No sir! 
no sir!—it will not. If the papers had heen per- 
mitted to have taken the course he proposed, he 
‘would not have opened his month on the subject; 
but when it was sought to lay the documents on the 
table, without a hearing, or any understanding in 
the case, he would feel perfectly justified in going 
into this matter, and ascertaining whether these 
people had not been imposed upon. Hie felt for 
them because he believed them an injured anda 
wronged pecple, and that it was an imperious daty 
he owed to himself, to them, and to the country, to 
defend them with zeal. It was because he was re- 
luctant to go into this subject that he proposed te re- 
fer it to the committee he had named; which, in his 
opinion, was the wisest course that could be pursu- 
ed. That committee could make its report prompt- 
ly, even in five lines, if it were necessary; so that 
he might send it to them, and let them know what 
was the final resolve of Government in relation. to 
them. If, however, it was the, determination of the 
Senate to lay this subject on the table, and refuse a 
hearing to these unfortunate people, he, for one, 
must be permitted to record his vote against it. 

Mr. GRUNDY made some remarks in relation 
to these papers, objecting to refer them to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs; though he had-as much 
confidence in that committee as any other. He 
thought the Indians would as well understand the 
motion to lay the memorial on the table to be defi- 
nite, as though it were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: ` Mr. G. renewed his inotion to lay 
it ou the table, but withdrew it in order to give his 
colleague [Mi. Warre] an opportunity of present- 
ing his views, $ : 

Mr. WHITE made some remarks, which were 
not distinctly heard. He was understood, how- 
ever, to maintain that all communications to the 
Government from foreign’ nations, or from, tribes 
of Indians with whom ‘treaties had _ been held 
should be made through. the Executive branch of 


the Government, | 


Mr. CLAY of “Alabama said ‘he was perfectly : 
vas referred to the 


saiisfied, that “if tHe subject: 
Comimittee'on Indian Affa 
well'examined, but pro 


would noi only bè.. 
Of, and in a 


? d 


- proof vaults and safes; for the 


way to produce as little. excitement as . possible. 
His object. was to.cut off at once the possibility of 
misrepresentation which might-lead these deluded 
people to a course most unfortunate for themselves. 
He would not add another word; further than to 
say that his.object in making the motion, which. he 
now made, to lay thé whole subject on the table,. 
was to put the subject down definitively; and he 
wished, also, that those who. were friendly. to the 
objects of the memorial, would communicate 
frankly to the memorialists that.there was. not the 
slightest hope of diverting the Government from its 
intention to carry this treaty into effect. | 

On motion e? Mr. CLAY .of Alabama,- the 
whole subject was laid on the table—yeas 36, nays 
10, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Glay.of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, 
Morris, Mouten, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young-—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith ‘of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, and Swift-—t0. 

The Independent Treasury bill was taken up on 
its thir& reading, and Mr.. NORVELL having 
called for the yeas and nays, they were accordingly 
ordered. 

Mr. McKEAN moved to postpone the bill until 
the first Monday of December next, and asked for 
the yeas and nays; which being ordered, the ques- 
tion was taken, and resulted—yeas 23, nays 29, as 
follows: f 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Inda, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and 
White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mon- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
hinson, Sevier, Smin af Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—229, 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
tbe bill, and resulted—yeas 27, nays 25, as follows: 

YERAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
licut, Strange, Trotier, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—27. $ 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis; 


Grandy, Knight, McKean, Merrick,.Nicholas, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, and White—25, 

The bill, as passed, is in the following words: 

A BILLE to impose ad mad d ries, upon çer- 
tain public officer appoint receivers general of public 
money, avid to regul 
bursement of the pul 


moneys of the United States. 


Be ii enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives: 


of the United States of America in Co 
there shail b pared and provided, v 
building now erecting at the seat of Government; suitable and 
convenient. rooms for the use of the Treasurer of the United 
Sues, his assistants and clerks; and sufficient and secure fire 
ing of the public moneys in 
mediate contro! of the said 
and safes, are hereby con- 


ss assembled, That 


the possession and under the i 
Treasurer; which said rooms, vasit 
stituted and declared to be, the Ly 
And the sai! Treasurer of the Unites 
public moneys which shall come to 
of the United States, a; 
drawn therefrom according to law, 


ates shall keep all-the 
ands in the ‘Freasury: 


Suc. 2. And te it further enacted, That the Mintiof the: 
Unied States, in the city of Philadelphia, in the State of Penn. < 


sylvania, and the Branch Mint, in tho city of New-Orleans, in 
the State.of Louisiana, and the vaults and safes theteof, respec- 


tively, shall be places of deposite and safe-keeping of the public ` 


moneys at those points respectively; and the. Treasurer. ofthe 


said Mint atid Branch Mim respectively, for the time being, shall | 
have the custoily and care of all. public moneys depesited within - 
the-same,,and shall spetlon -all the duties required to -be ‘per- 


rence to the receipt, safe-keeping, trar 
of allsuch moneys, accordin 3, 


formed. by them, i 
ik dish { 
einafter contained.. ~: 


fer, 


the safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- ` 


vin the new Treasury‘ 


ry of the United States.” 


s hereby’ constituted, until the same are. 


: discretion, may think proper.; 
‘Sor the Secretary oft 


the United Stazess to; 


venient rooms for the use of the receivers general of pume 
moneys, hereinafter directed to'be appointed at those places: p 
spectively;and sufficient and secure fire-proof vaults and sal S 
for the keeping of the public moueys-collected and. deposite: 


"with them, respectively; and the receivers general of public 


money, from time to time appointed-at those points, ‘shall have 


: the custody and care of the ‘said rooms, vaults and safes respec’: 


tively, and of all the. public moneys.deposited within the same,,- 
and shall perform ‘all ‘the: duties required tobe performed by. 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer, and idis- 
bursement of all such- moneys; according to the provisions of 
this-act. © es A 5 

Wao. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
erected, prepared, and provided, at’ the ‘expense of ‘the United 
States, at the city of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, 
and at the city of St. Louis, inthe State of Missouri, offices, 
with suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the receivers 
general. of public money hereinafter directed to be appointed at 
the places above named; and: sufficient and secure fire proof 
vaults and safes for the keeping of the publie money collected 
and deposited at those points respectively; and the said receivers 
general, from time to time appointed at those places, shall. have 
the custody and care of the said.offices, vaults, and safes, so to 
be erected, prepared, and provided, and ofall the public moneys 
deposited within the same; and shall perform all the duties re- 
quired to be performed by them, in reference. to the receipt, 
safe-keeping,. transfer, and disbursement of all such. moneys, 
according to the provisons hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President 
shall nominate, and, by-and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appoint four officers, to be denominated “receivers. gene- 
ral of pu Hie money,” which said officers shall hold their rè 
spective offices for the term of four years unless sooner re- 
moved therefrom; one of which shall be located at the city of 
New York, in the State of New York; one other of which shall 
bė located at the city of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts; 
one. other of which shall be located at the city of Charleston, 
in the State of South Carolina; and the remaining. one of which 
shall be located at the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri; 
and all of which said officers ‘shall give bonds” to: the United 
States, with sureties, according to the provisions hereinafter - 
contained, for the faithful discharge of the duties of (heir re- 
spective offices... eee . 

Src 6, And be it further ‘enacted,’ Phat the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Treasurer of the -Mint of the United’ 
States, the Treasurers, and those ‘acting as such, of the various . 
Branch Mints already erected and now erecting, all collectors of 
the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting also as còl- 
lectors, all receivers general of public moneys, all receivers of 
public moneys at the several land offices, and all postmasters, 
except as is hereinafter particularly provided, be, and they are 
hereby, required to keep safely, without loaning or using, aj] the 
public money collected by them, or otherwise atany.time placed 
in their possession and custody, till the same is ordered by the 
proper department or officer of the Government to be ‘transfer: 
red or paid out; and when such orders for transfer or payment 
are received, faithfully and prompuy to make the same as di- 
rected, and to do and perform all other duties as fiscal agents of 
the Government, which may be imposed by this or any other 
acts of Congress, or by any regulation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, made in conformity to law; and also todo and perform 
all acts and duties required by Jaw, or. by direction of any of 
the Executive Departments of the Government, as agents for 
paying pensions, or for making any other disbutsements which 
either ofthe heads of those departments may be required by 
law to make, and which are of a character to be made by ‘the 
depositaries hereby constituted, consistently with the other off. - 
cial duties, imposed upon them. 37), rie 

Src.7. And be it further enacted, ‘That. the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the United States, 
the Treasurer of the Branch: Miot'at New Orléans,’and the re- 
ceivers general of public money hereinbefore directed to. be ap- 
pointed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the United States, in’ 

sùch form, and for ‘such amounts, as shall be directed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, by and with the adviceand consent 
of the President, with sureties to the satisfaction of the Solicitor 
of the. Treasury; and shall, from time to time, renew, strengthen, 
and increase their official bonds, as the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury, with the consent ofthe President, may direct; any law in 
reference to any of the official) bonds of any ef the said officers 
to the contrary notwithstanding. f 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty’ 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, -at as early a day, as possible 
after the passage of this act, to require from thë several depo- 
sitaries hereby: constituted, ànd whose ‘official bonds are not 
hereinbefore provided-for, to execute bonds new and suitable 
in their terms to-meet-the. new and increased duties imposed 
: upon them respectively by. this act, and with sureties, in sums 
such as shall seem reasonable and safe tothe’ Solicitor of ‘the 
.-Treasury, and from time. to-time require such bonds tobe re- 
newed and increased in amount: and streagthened.by new sure» 
ties,to meet any increasing responsibility which may grow out of 
accumulations of money in the hands of the depositary, or out 
; ofany other. duty: or responsibility . arising. under this or any 
other Jaw of Congress... $o ole. pi > PaE A 

SzG. 9. Andbe itfurther enacted, That all collectors and.. 
Teceivers of public money, of every character and descrip-: 
tion, within the: District: of: Columbia, shall, - as frequent- ` 


‘ly as they. maybe directed by the Secretary: of the Trea- 


sury so. io do, pay .over to the Treasurer of the United’ 


, States.at-the Treasury thereof, ali public moneys collected by” 
; them, orin their hands; that all such collectors and-receivers' of. 
‘public moneys within the cities of Philadelphia and. New, Or- 


Jeans, shall, upon the same ‘direction, pay over to the Treasti- - 
rors of the: Mints in their-respective cites atthe sald mints aN 
de: 


“‘public-moneys ‘collected by them, or in their. and that. al. 
_ Such collectors. and receivers of public m the cities | 
of New York, Boston, Charleston; an ou. áll, upor 
the-same direction; pay over tö thé: receivers general ‘of public 


money in their- respective: cities, at, their offices respectively, 
ail the public moneys collected by them, or in their hands, to-be 
safely kept, by the said respective depositaries, until otherwise’ 


disposed of according to law; andit shall:be'the duty of the said . 
: Secretary to direct such payments, by. the-said collectors and .. 
: receivers, at all the said plac i h 


a at lëast as often as once 3 
month, and as’ muchmore frequet 


ry, in 
Sego. 10... And be it. further: enagte 


l} cases; às h 


d; ‘That.itsha} be lawful 

40 trarisfer the moneys in the | 

conetituted,to the- Treasury of: 
Philadelphia; to the:Branoly!, 


-hands of any depési 


the Ming 


eae, hcg EME ET 


Mint at New Orleans; or to th 
general of public moneys, by this act directed to be a: inted 5 
to be there safely Pept, according to the provisions oF his act ; 


_- ond alse to transfer moneys in the hands of any one -depositary 


constituted by this act to any other depositary constituted by 


` the same, at his discretion, and as -the safety-of the public 


moneys, and the convenience of the public service, shall seer 
to him torequire, And fər. the Purpose of be ar on the 
pubiic account, it shall be lawful for the ‘Treasurer of the 

nited States to draw upon any of the said depositaries, as he 
may think-most conducive to’ the public interests, or to the 
convenience of the public creditors, or both. 

Bue, Uy And be it further enacted, That the moneys in the 
hands, care, and custody, of any of the depositaries constituted 
by this act, shall be considered and: held as deposited to the 
credit of the Treasurer of the United States, and shall be, at all 
times, subject to his draft, whether made for transfer or dis- 
bursement, in thé same manner. as though the said moneys 
were actuaily in the Treasury of the United States; and each 
depositary shall make returns to the Treasury Department of 
all moneys received and paid by him, at such times, and in 
such form, as shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That whenever public 
moneys shall accumulate in the hands of any depositary con- 
stituted by this act, other than the Treasurer of the United 
States, the Treasurer of the Mint. of the United States, the 
Treasurer of the Branch Mint: at New Orleans, and the re- 
ceivers general of public money, to an amount beyond that 
secured by the bond of the officer, or which the Secretar of 
the Treasury shail, for any cause, consider unsafe, and it shall 
not be desirable to transfer the moneys so accumulated to any 
other depositary, it shall be lawful for the said Secretary to 
direct the said moneys, or any portion thereof, to be specially 
deposited in such bank of the State, or Territory, wherein the 
depositary who isto make the deposite is located, as he, the 
said Secretary, shall select and name: Provided, The bank so 
selected will agree to receive and keep the moneys deposited 
with it-upon the terms and conditions ia the next section of 
this act prescribed, : : 

SEC. 13, And beit further enacted, That the special depo- 
sites of the public moneys authorized by the last preceding 
section of this act to be made in banks, shall be made upon the 
following terms and conditions, and upon no other, namely: 

First. All such deposites shal} be strictly special deposites; 
and the: banke holding them shall be prohibited, in the most 
effectual manner, from making any use of the moneys deposit- 
ed, by way of loans, discounts, or in any other manner, or for 
any other purpose whatsoever; and to secure the fulfilment of 
this condition, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, in 
his discretion, to furnish the banks selected as deposite banks 
with safes forthe keeping of the public moneys exclusively, 
and under the joint control of the bank and some designated of- 
ficer of the Government, or to adopt such other guards as he 
shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but gold or silver, or such notes, bills, or 
paper, issued under the authority of the United States, as may 
be directed by law to be received in payment of the public dues, 
shall be offered for deposite, or received by the bank as a depo. 
site, under the provisions of this act. 

' Third. AH deposites shall be passed, upon the books of the 
bank, to the credit of the depositary making the same; but no 
moneys deposited in pursuance of this act shall Be withdrawn 
without the express order of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the payment; and no drafts of the Treasurer of the United 
States, or orders or warrants of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for ordinary transfer or disbursement, shall be made upon any 
bank selected as a deposite bank under this act. 

Fourth. A commission, such as shall be agreed upon betweon 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the bank, not in any case to 
exceed one eighth of one per centum upon the moneys deposit- 
ed with it, shal} be allowed and paid by the United States, in 
full satisfaction of all claims on the part of the bank for trouble 
and risk growing out of the receipt, safe keeping, and repay- 
ment of the special deposites herein authorized to be made; all 
accounts for commissions to. be audited and paid at the Treasn- 
ry..of. the, United States. ` 

Bgc. 14, And be it further enacted, That, in case no bank 
within the State or Territory wherein tlre depositary, directed 
to:make deposites, is located, will consent to receive the moneys 
of the Government upon special deposite, according to the fore- 

oing conditions and regulations, then it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to select some bank in an adjoining 
State, or Territory, such-as may be most convenient for the of- 
ficer to make deposites, and the public service; and in case no 
convenient bank of either character can.be fotind willing to re- 
ceive such deposites upon the terms proposed, the Secretary 
may transfer the same to the Treasury of the United States, to 
the Mint, or Branch Mints, or to the offices of either ofthe re- 
ceivers general of public money, as shall be most convenient to 
the depositary from whom the money is to be transferred, or to 
the wants of the public service in reference to disbursements. 

Src, 15. And be tt further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
examinations to be made of the books, accounts, and money on 
hand, of the severa] depositaries constituted by this act; and for 
that purpose to appoint special agents, as occasion may require, 
with such compensation as he may think reasonable, to be fixed 
and declared at the time of each appointment, which. said exa- 
Mninations, in al] cases where the sum on hand usually exceeds 
three-fourths of the amount of the officer’s bond, shall not be 
made less frequently than once in each year, and as much more 
frequently, in those and all other cases, as the Secretary, in his 
discretion, shall direct. The agents selected to make these ex- 

‘aminations shall be instructed to examine as wel! the books, ar- 
counts, and returns of the officer, as the money on hand, and the 
manner of its being kept, to the end that uniformity and accu- 
racy in the accounts,.as well as safety to the public moneys, 
may be secured thereby. 2 7S 
: Bec.16: And be it further enacted, ‘That in addition to 
the examinations provided for in the last preceding section, and 
as a further guard over the public moneys, it shal} be the duty 


-ofeach naval officer and surveyor, as a check upon.the receiver 


general of public moneys, or. collector of the customs, of their 
respective districts; of each register of a land office, as a check 
upon the Fecéiver of his land office; and of the director and 
superintendent, of eack: Mint and Branch Mint when. separate 


e offices of either Of the receivers 


condition. 


‘by. delivery, or assignment, or! in’ any: oth: 


ers general-of public money, collectors, receiversof land offices, 
‘Treasurers, atid persons acting as-such, and to make á full, ac- 
curate, and faithful return to the Treasury Department of their 


Sze. 17. And be it further enacted, That the said officers: 
respectively, whose duty itis made by this act to receive, keep, 
and disburse the public moneys, as the fiseal agents of the Go- 
vernment, may be allowed any necessary additional expenses for 
clerks, fire-proof chests, or vaults, or other necessary expenses 
of safe keeping, transferring, and disbursing said moneys: all 
such expenses of every character to be first expressly authorized 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, whose directions upon all the 
above subjects, byway of regulation and otherwise, are to be 
strictly followed by al) the said officers: Provided, That the 
whole number of clerks to be appointed by virtue of this section 
of this act, shall .not exceed ten, and that the aggregate compen- 
sations of the whole number shall not exceed eight thousand 
dollars, nor shall the- compensation of any one clerk, so ap- 
pointed, exceed eight hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, withas much promptitude as the convenience 
of the public business and the safety of the public funds will 
permit, withdraw the balances remaining with the present de- 
positaries of the public moneys, and confine the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of those moneys to the depositaries 
established by this act. g 

Sec. 19, And be it perce enacied, That all marshals, dis- 
trict attorneys, and others, having public money topay to the 
United States, and all patentees, wishing to make payment for 
patents to be issued, may pay all such moneys to the Treasurer 
of the United States, at the Treasury, to the Treasurer of either 
of the Mints, in Philadelphia or New Orleans, to either of the 
receivers general of public money, or to such other deposi 
tary constituted by this act as shall be designated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in other parts of the United States, to re- 
ceive such payments, and give receipts or certificates of de- 
posite therefor. 

Src. 20. And be it further enacted, Thatall officers charged 
by this act with the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public moneys, are hereby required to keep an accurate en- 
try of each sum received, and of the kind of money in which it is 
received, and of each payment or transfer, and of the kind of 
currency in which it is mage; and that if any one of the said of- 
ficers shall convert to his own use, in any way whatever, or 
shall use by way of investment in any kind of property or mer- 
chandise, or shall Joan, with or without interest, any portion of 
the public moneys intrusted to him for safe-keeping, disburse- 
ment, transfer, or for any other purpose, every such act shall 
be deemed and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of 
the said moneysas shall be thus taken, converted, invested, 
used, or loaned, which is hereby declared to be a high misde- 
meanoy, and any officer or person convicted thereof before any 
court of the United States of competent jurisdiction, sha}! be 
sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than two, nor 
more than five years, and toa fine equal to the amount of the 
money embezzled. 

Sec. 21l. And be i Juriher enacted. That, until the rooms, 
offices, vaults, and safes, directed by the first four sections of 
this act to be constructed an’ prepared for the use of the Trea- 
surer of the United States, the Treasurers of the Mints at Phila- 
delphia and New Orleans, and the receivers general of public 
money at New York, Boston, Charleston, and St, Louis, can be 
constructed and prepared for use, it shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to procure suitable rooms for offices for 
those officers at their respective locations, and to contract with 
such banks, incorporations, or individuals, as may be willing to 
contract for such use of their vaults and safes as may be re- 
quired for the safe-keeping of the public moneys in the charge 
and custody of those officers respectively, the expense to be paid 
by the United States. 

Seo. 22, And be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to make or continue 
in force, any generat order, which shall create any difference 
between the different branches of revenue, as to the funds or 
medium of payment,in which debts or dues accruing to the 
United States may be paid. 

Sac. 23. And beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue and publish regula- 
tions to enforce the speedy presentation of all Govemment 
drafts for payment at the place where payable, and to prescribe 
the time, according to the different distances of the depositaries 
from the seat of Government, within which all drafts upon 
them, respectively, shall be presented for payment; and, in de- 
fault of such presentation, to direct any other mode and place 
of payment which he may deem proper. 

BEC. 24. And beit further enacted, That the receivers gene- 
ral of public moneys directed by this act to be appointed, shall 
receive, respectively, the following salaries, per annum, to be 
paid quartet yearly, at the Treasury of the United States, to 
wit: the receiver general of public money at New York shall be 
paid a salary of three thousand dollars per annum; the receive r 
general of public money at Boston shali be paida salary of two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum; the receiver general 
of public money at Charleston shall be paid a salary of two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum; and the receiver ge- 
neral 9t public money at St. Louis, shall be paid a salary of two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum; -and these salaries, 
respectively, shall be in full for the services of the respective 
officers; nor shall either of them be permitted to charge, or re- 
celve, any commission, pay, or perquisite, for any official ser- 
vice, ofany character or description whatsoever; and the mak- 
ing of any such charge, or the receipt of any such compensa- 
tion, is hereby declared to be a misdemeanor, for which the of 
ficer convicted thereof, before any court of the United States of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be subject to punishment by fine, 
or imprisonment, or bath, at the discretion of the court before 
which the offence shall be tried. 

Sac. 25. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized. to. receive 
atthe Treasury, and at such other points as he may designate, 
payments in advance for public lands, the payments so made, 
in all cases, to be evidenced by the receipt of the said Treasurer 
of the United States; which. receipts so given shall be current 
at the several jand offices of the United States, as cash, at any 
public or private sale of lands, in thesame manner as the cur- 
rency authorized by law.:to: be received m payment for the 
public lands. Provided, however, That the recéipts-given by 
the Treasurer of the United States, pursuarit to the authority : 
conferred in this section|shall not be negotiable or. transferrable,- 
i ; ahanner whaiso- - 
ever, but shall, in al] cases, be presented in payment for lands 


“upon ita face., > 


by or for the person to’whom the receipt” was given; 


Sec: 26. And be it. further enacted, That forthe.purch 
of sites, and for the construction of the offices of: the taper 
genera} of publie money, by this act directed, to be erected at 
Chaileston, South Carolina; and at. St: Louis,: Missouri; there 
shall be and hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out of .any-mo. 
ney in the Treasury not otherwise- appropriated, the aum of ten 
thousand ‘dollars, to be expended under the direction’ Ofthe 
Secretary of the Treasury, who is hereby required to -adopt 
plans for the said offices,and the vaults. and. safes. connected 
therewith, and ‘to cause the same to be constructed and pre 
pared for use with as little delay as shall be consistent with the 
public interests, and the convenient location and security of 
the buildings to be erected: Provided, however, That if the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall find, upon inquiry and exami- 
nation, that suitable rooms for the use-of the réceiver general 
at Charleston can be obtained in the custom-house now owned 
by the United States at that place, and that secure vaults and 
safescan be constructed in that building for thesafe-keeping of 
the public-money, then he shall cause such rooms to: pre 
paredand fitted up, and sueh vaults and safes to be constructed 
in the custom-house at Charleston, and uo: mdependent office 
shall be there erected, 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That for the payment 
of the expenses authorized by this act, other than. those herein 
before provided ior, asufficient sum of money be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The following bills were also severally read the 
third time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Sanderson; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Davis; 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Budlong; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas W. Bacot, of 
Charleston, South Carolina; and 

The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted a resolution.to provide 
for the printing of the 47th rule, which designated 
the persons to be admitted on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD, after some remarks, moved to 
refer it to a select. committee. of. three, to be: ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to consider and report. what 
amendments are proper to be made to it; and after 
some remarks from Messrs. TIPTON, CLAY of 
Alabama, KING, and BAYARD, the motion was 
adopted. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Gen. 
Jacob Bayley; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. ty 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill for the relief of John H. Jacocks, 
which was read twice, and ordered to a third 
reading. ; ; 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military - 
Affairs, reported a bill for the protection of the 
western frontier; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. l 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of sun- 
dry owners of steamboats, against the passage of 
the bill regulating steamboats; laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause the 
Tangier sound and its tributaries to be surveyed. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
provision for refunding to those who have depo- 
sited money in the Treasury, for the purpose of 
purchasing public lands, and who failed to do so, 
the sums respectively deposiled by them, upon 
their returning the certificate which was issued 
when the money was deposited. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented thé memorial of sun- 
dry merchants of New York, against abolishing, 
the office of surveyor of that port: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of the Brothertown Indians, 
resident at Green Bay, relative to their . title to 
Jands in the Wisconsin Territory, and praying that 
alaw may be passed to permit them: to become 
citizens of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. ` 

Mr. NORVELL presented -the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of aship canal 
around the Falls of St. Marys, and in relation to 
publication of the laws and public documents. 

After. the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. ‘ 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspay, March 27, 1838.. : 
- Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented @memorial, 
Signed. by a number. of citizens. of Philadelphia, 


„asking for -an investigation into.the late duel, which 


as referred..to the select committee having that 


“subject under consideration. 


- SUBSCRIPTION TO NILES'S REGISTER. 
The business first in order was the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported by Mr. PAT- 
TON, ‘from the Commitee on. the Library, on 
Saturday last, and then postponed till to-day. ° 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
Sentatives be directed to subscribe for ten numbers 
of “Niles’s Register” fot each member of the 
House, to be delivered once a week: Provided, The 
editor of said Register will agree to publish in, or 
asa part of, said work, at least once a week, under 
the direction of the Clerk, the Journals of’ the 
House, with the yeas and nays on all questions: 
Provided, further, That the editor of said Register 
will alsu agree to publish, at the end of every ses- 
sion of Congress, under. the direction of the said 
officer, a supplement to said work, ‘containing all 
the laws passed thereat, and treaties ratified by the 
Senate: to which shall be prefixed a copious index, 
to be approved of by said officer, and furnish one 
copy thereof, free of charge, to each member of 
Congress for the time being. n 

Mr. PATTON entered into a detailed statement 
of the object proposed by this'tesolution, the effect 
of which was merely to circulate among the peo- 
ple the journals, votes, and laws of Congress, to 
the extent of six thousand copies, at a cost of 
only five thonsand dollars, and this too in a per- 
manent form, where they would be always acces- 
sible for reference. Mr. Niles did not ask for any 
augmentation of the subscription price to the Re- 
gister, but looked for remuneration from an en- 
larged subscription hst, in consequence of the 
work being hereby made more intrinsically valua- 
ble. ‘The publication of the laws alone, in ephe- 
meral papers, cost three times as much as was in- 
volved in this resolution. 

Mr. PARKER of New York said he was op- 
posed to ‘the resolution; that he could never consent 
that the members of the House should be furnished 
weekly, at the public expense, with more than 
2,400 copies of “Niles’s Register,” or any other 
newspaper. It would involve an expense at the 
rate of $12,160 per annum; and he denied that this 
could be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House, under the language of the appropriation 
bill, as it was passed yesterday. That bill required 
that the contingent fund should’ be expended for 
the ordinary expenses of the House, and “for no 
other purposes.” He intended to move to lay this 
resolution on the table. If that was not sustained, 
he shonld move to strike out “ Niles’s Register,” 
in the second line, and insert “ Democratic Re- 
view.” If any periodical was to be so largely 
patronised by Congress, he should prefer the latter, 
though he could not vote for the resolution. Mr 
P. concluded by moving to lay it on the table. 

Mr. GRIFFIN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 86, nays 79. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Ata subsequent stage, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the resolution for a 
subscription to Niles’s Register was laid on the 
table, as, upon reflection, he thought he had given 
a wrong vote. 

Mr. BOON moved to lay this motion on the 
table, and cailed for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 88, nays 84. -~ 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of Col. Joseph Brown; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. .SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the erection of custom-houses at New Orleans, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Savannah; which was read twice, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a supple- 
mental report to the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. CASEY, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

~~ THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

-The bill from thé Senate, entitled “an act to im- 
pose additional duties‘ as depositaries upon certain 
public Officers, to appoint receivers general of pub- 
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lic money, end to regulate the safe-keeping, trans- 


ordinary reference to his committee. 


fer, and disbursement of the public moneys of the 
United States,” having been read twice by its title: 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved its reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Méans. eer 

Mr. PICKENS rose, and said that before this 
motion was acted upon, considering the import~ 
ance of the subject, he desiredto be informed on 
certain point, so that he might know how to shape 
his course upon the motion, and he should apolo- 
gise to the House for trespassing in this way from 
the acknowledged importance of the subject, and 
the deep interest involved in it, ` 

Mr. P. would not have desired information upon 
this subject, had it not been for an article which 
appeared in the official journal of this morning, 
which he had perused most painfully, and which 
had an ominous’ bearing. He desired to know, 
from the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, whether it was intended, directly 
or indirectly, to give this bill from the Senate the 
preference over the bill reported already through 
heir own committee, upon the same subject, to 
that House? He saw it intimated, that perhaps 
the provision [Mr. Catnoun’s] which had been 
stricken out in the Senate’s bill might be attached 
to some other appropriate bill, or introduced in an 
independent form, and in this article (from the 
Globe) he had seen not the slightest reference 
to the House bill upon this subject. Now Mr. P. 
considered this a question which, according to the 
theory of our Government, was peculiarly ander 
the jurisdiction of this House; and, upon that con- 
sideration alone, he should be disposed to give 
their ewn bill the preference, as a precedent upon 
this subject. But he did not desire to trespass 
upon the House, and should not, but he most anx- 
iously desired to know whether, in the future 
action of the Committee of Ways and Means, so 
far as the chairman was concerned, there was to 
be the slightest preference to the Senate’s bill over 
that reported to the House from that committee? 

Mr. P. concinded, by saying that he propounded 
this inquiry most respectfully, and it was due to 
the House to say that he had not the slightest con- 
ference with that gentleman. He asked it candid- 
ly and frankly. ft was due to the House and to 
the country to know whether that emasculated bill, 
yes said he, a thing having the form of a man with 
the spirit of a eunuch, was to have directly, or indi- 
rectly, any preference given it over the one reported 
to this House on the same subject. If he was led 
to believe that it would not, and that our bill was 
was to be made the rallying point for the country, 
it would give him the greatest pleasure to vote with 
the gentleman, [Mr. Campar.ena,] to give it the 
There was a 
great question involved in the bill, and no tempta- 
tion could make him falter in his course. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would answer the gentle- 
man most cheerfully. For himself, as a member 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and he 
thought he could almost answer for every one of 
his colleagues on that committee, that he and they 
did infinitely prefer the bill reported to this House 
to the bill of the Senate. 
thoroughly examined all the provisions of the lat- 
ter, and they had serious objections to many of its 
details; for some of its details besides those advoca- 
ted by the genileman from South Carolina, involy- 
ing principles of very grave importance; and the 
bul reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means was, almost two-thirds of it, a new bill en- 
tirely. For one, he should not depart from one 
single section or feature of that bill, and should 
certainly feel it his duty, as a measure of this cha- 
racter should emanate from the House, to give the 
House bill the preference. 

Mr. SERGEANT thought the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means had made one re- 
mark from which Mr. S. dissented. The genile- 
man said that he thought he could answer for all 
his colleagues on the committee. 2 

Mr. CAMBRELENG begged to be understood 
as not, of course, intending to include those gentle- 
men opposed to both bills. eae 

Mr. SERGEANT. He does not mean ali the 
committee then, but thinks the majority are in fa- 


vor of the House bill. Now, Mr, S. did not know 


They had seriously and’ 


. Gentlemen who. had such: pr 


which to prefer; that is, he did not know’ which 


: was worse, and that-was about. the state. of any. 


opinion or judgment he- then had. - If the bill was 
what the gentleman from ‘South Carolina’ had 
stated, an eunuch, why it was a sort of thing that, 
in-some parts of the world, was entrusted with the 
care of a treasury, and if he could. bring himself. 
to believe that it was as innocent, by reason of its 
incompetence, as that class of persons were, he 
should have less objection to it; but he believed 
that it had. vigor enough to do mischief, and that it 
was not safe to trust either one or the other bill; 
and for that very reason that those who were to be 
entrusted: with the Treasury. were perfectly com-- 
petent persons to maltreat-—to betray their trust— 
to be led by temptation to injure those who’ had. 
entrusted them with the machinery. Both bills he 
believed to be exactly the same; the difference be- 
tween them being that the one was to have the 
power of keeping bank notes, and the other that 
of keeping gold and silver, if it could get it. 

All Mr. 8. rose to say was, that, as one of the 
Committee of. Ways and Means, he had no prefer- 
ence for either, but had strong objections. “to both, 
and was at a loss to know which was worst. 

Mr. HAYNES said, that although not expressly ` 
called upon, he would, as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and. Means, express ‘his decided 
preference of the bill reported by that committee to 
the bill from the Senate. Desirous as he might be 
to answer the remarks of the honorable member 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sercxant,] he would not 
consume the time of the House by doing so... : 

Mr. PATTON was opposed to’ try this ‘expe- 
dient in any form. He was opposed to the bill:re-. 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
did not think there was the least necessity ‘in such 
a reference of the Senate bill as that now. moved. . 
This subject had been before that committee twice 
already, and they had given the House the fruit of 
their labors and meditations upon the subject. He 
considered it extremely important to the best inte- 
rests of this country that this question should be de- 
cided, and decided promptly; and he should, when 
he sat down, make a motion which he hoped. would 
bring tothe test what was the judgment of the 
majority of that House, in regard to the principles 
of this measure. He was compelled, in order to 
accomplish his object of quieting, if the ma- 
jority of the House should be- opposed to. this 
measure of quieting the apprehensions of ‘the’ 
country, justly excited by the continued. confidence 
with which it is alleged that this measure, fraught, 
as he sincerely and solemnly believed; with the 
most mischievous tendency to. the best interests of 
the country, and with the greatest danger, in a 
political point of view, was tc be determined speedily 
and promptly by a vote of that House. The object 
he had in view, and which, in his view of the ques- 
tion, was so important, could not be attained but by. . 
a vote which was not in the form of a direct. rejec- 
tion of this measure, but which was a decisive in-. 
dication, and he hoped the vote would be'so regard- 
ed, of the opinions of the House against any bill 
containing the principles of ~this measure, 
whether it be the bill from the Senate, or . that 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

He did not urge, therefore, as a reason why this 
matter should not be referred, the fact that a majo- 
rity of that committee had examined and weré op- 
posed to it, because he did not desire that the vote 
which he should ask the House to take, should .de- 
pend upon any differences of opinion about. the de- 
tails or modifications, which did not touch,the'great 
principles of the measure. oe oe 
Mr. P. said he was aware- that there wëre seve- 
ral gentlemen anxious to present substitutes t0.one 
or the other bill—substitutes essentially” changing: 
the details, and, in fact, the principles of both mea- 
sures; and, at the first blush, gentlemen-might. be 
disposed not to sustain the motion he was about. to 
make; but there. would: be no difficulty. whatever.. 


might make them hereafter.."Thete were a variety 
of. propositions. before House upon. which 
they might be discussed, and adopted too, if the: - 
House was disposed in their favor. AH the ques+ 


_tions involved in this measare, might also. be. dis-,, 
“cussed at large, under some of these, and there wag” 


no good reason, therefore, as it seemed to him, for 


gentlemen who were opposed to the principles of- 


this bill, being deterred from voting to lay it on the 
table, and thus furnishing an indication to the coun- 
try that the majority of that House, if such be 
the fact, was opposed to the measure. And it 
would fornish too this additional advantage 
to them in presenting their propositions, viz: that as 
long as the friends of the Sub-Treasury, or Inde- 
pendent Treasury project, or what you please to 
„call it, have the hope that they ‘can carry their 
measure, they will, of course, oppose any and 
every substitute that can be offered ror it, and any 
and every modification that will attack the prin- 
ciples of their measure. If, on the other 
hand, it -be the opinion of the majority 
that the principles of this measure are not to be in- 
corporated by their legislation, then gentlemen 
will find the proposed disposition of it necessary. 
in taking the next best measure, if there be any 
next best, to accomplish the object they have in 
view, to attain the object of purifying and cor- 
recting our currency, by the next best project, or 
thet which any gentleman might think best. 

With these views, Mr. P. said he moved to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, hoped the gentleman, who 
had made a general speech, and gone somewhat 
ont of the rules, in his opinion, would withdraw 
the motion. to enable'Mr. G.1o make a few re- 
marks in reply. 

Mr. PATTON would very cheerfully yield, if 
he had discussed the principles of the bill, bat he 
had not done so, and could not, therefore, withdraw 
the motion. 

_ Mr. GLASCOCK,. The gentleman had given 
reasons why the bill should be laid on the table, 
and Mr. G. appealed to his liberality to allow a re- 
ply so far. Mr. G. would renew the motion. 

. Mr, PATTON would then withdraw it. 

rir. GLASCOOK regretted exceedingly that this 
moiion to lay en the table had been made at the 
present time; and he regretted the more to see the 
motion come from the quarter it did. The House 
was well apprised of the situation which the 
genileman from Virginia occupied at the. pre- 
sent tiine. It is well known that 
tleman had been provided for by his own State; 
and itis a question whether, whenever any action 
shall be had on this bill here, he will be represent- 
ing the majority of his. constituents; which an 
election, however, to fill his vacancy will test. 
Bat independent of these considerations, it is well 
known that at the present time one of the States of 
this Union is unrepresented. It is well known 
that there are eextam districts in different Siates 
unrepresented; and it is equally well known 
that at this present time, there were a large num- 
ber of therepresentatives of the people absent, from 
the indisposition of their families and other causes, 
absent and necessarily absent of this eity, and 
fromthe Honse. If we are to have this question 
tested, and fairly tested, let us have it taken 
when every member is in his seat. Where 
is the necessity of the motion which had 
been made by the gentleman from Virginia at this 
time? Has it been made because the gentleman 
is himself about to take a farewell from us all, and 
is it from such motives as these, that he now asks 
us to take this question, when he well knows 
there are many individuals friendly to this bill 
not present to vote, and are particularly anxious 

_to doso? Ifthe gentleman had exercised that cour- 
tesy whichis usual,on all great national questions, he 
would have delayed his motion untilevery member 
could be herein his place to represent his consti- 
‘tuency. He asked the House, whether it was not 
best to act on whatever bill the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means may report, at a time 
when there may be a full and fair attendance of 
‘the representatives of the people present. He knew 
not what. effect this might have on the minds of 
‘others, but he was prepared to say for himself, that 
this movement,.at»the present crisis, was far from 
being: such a one as he had expected. from the gen- 
tlemah from Virginia; for on ail other occasions he 
had looked upon thatgnetlemah.as acting with ean- 
dor’and fairness: At this very moment there are 

“some. twenty or thirty members absent. from their 


that gen- 
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seats—in fact, it had been suggested by some gen- 


tlemen near him, that there were at least forty who . 


were absent. No such proposition as this had been 
anticipated by those gentlemen, and itis a question 
on which it is expected by the whole country, that 
every member should be present to give his 
vote. He would ask the gentleman then, 
whether in order, that absent members might 
be present, and to have a full vote uf the House 
on the question, he would: not consent to withdraw 
his motion, and permit the bill to go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and be reported upon 
by that Committee, in order that some measure 
might be brought before.the House, in order that 
the people of the country might see whether 
a majority of the House were not opposed to the 
principle contained in the bill: namely, the divorce 
of the Government and banks. He knew there 
were some who were in favor of the principle of 
this measure, but who differed as to details, and all 
he asked was, that the country might be properly 
informed, whether there was, or was not, a majority 
in favor of the principle which he had referred to. 

On this subject, he must avail himself of the pri- 
vilege he now had of showing the impression at- 
tempted to be made on the people of the “Old Do- 
minion.” A report had gone forth, stating that 
there were some fifteen or twenty of a majority in 
this House opposed te the divorce. Then, 
sir, if the gentleman from Virginia intends 
that the people of his State shall be fairly 
informed on this important subject, let the 
question be brought up fairly, and Jet us have such 
a vote as will truly test the principle. Do this, and 
he [Vr. G.] had nothing to fear; and so far as tt 
was cencerned, he hesitated not in giving it as his 
decided opinion that there was a majority in favor 
of a divorce of Government and banks, notwith- 
standing all that had been said in certain papers to 
the contrarv. 

Mr. MERCER rose to order. He wished to 
know whether the remarks of the gentleman were 
pertinent to the question under consideration. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the gentleman 
from Georgia, as well as the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Parron,} had not confined themselves 
Strictly to the question pending. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, in conclusion, would only say 
he regretted that this motion has been made, as it 
was an evidence of unfairness which he litle ex- 
pected from the gentleman from Virginia. He 
should renew the motion, as he had pledged him- 
self to do it, but he did it with the greatest reluc- 
tance, because whatever vote was now taken could 
not be considered a fair test. of the question. He 
looked upon the motion as an act of illiberality 
towards the absent members, and as an act of 
injustice to the States and districts which were 
ae and from causes well known 
to all. 

Mr. G. then renewed the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. PATTON hoped the gentleman would with- 
draw this motion, so that his remarks might be 
answered. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said he would not do this, un- 
less the gentleman from Virginia and others agreed 
to have it withdrawn for a general discussion of 
the subject. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 

The call was then proceeded in for some time, 
when t 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that it be further dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. PATTON hoped not, after what the member 
from Georgia had insinuated. The insinuation 
made by that gentleman that Mr. P. made the mo- 
tion to lay this billon the table, more with re- 
ference to the absence of the friends of the 
measure than otherwise, was wholly unfound- 
ed. Mr. P. had not the slightest knowledge 
of the subject, nor had he -ever taken tha 
least pains to ascertain who were absent- or 


who were present. He hoped, therefore, the House - 


would suffer the call to goon, that jt -might then 


be seen who were absent and who present: So far f] 
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ashe was concerned, he wouid say thatif there 
were any just grounds that. any vote in’ this form, 
and at this. time would do. injustice, or be acting 


- unfairly, he would unquestionably, at. once, desire 


the motion to lay. the bill on: the table, withdrawn. 

Mr. DUNCAN here raised the point of order, 
that the question was not debateable; for, if it was, 
he might be disposed to reply. . -` i 

The CHAIR said debate was not in order. > 

Mr. PICKENS was in favoreof the motion of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire; but he. rose 
mostly to protest against the construction given by 
the gentleman from Virginia that this would bea 
test vote. It would not be so. ie 

The CHAIR here arrested further discussion 

Mr. GRENNELL then asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the call; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 94. 

So the call proceeded farther; and excuses having 
been rendered for several absentees, it was dis- 
pensed with, on motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

The CHAIR then propounded the question ‘to 
lay the bill on the table, when 

Mr. LEGARE expressed a hope that the motion 
would be withdrawn. ` 

The question was. then taken, and the vote re- 
sulted in—yeas 106, nays 98, (38 members being 
absent, the House, with the Speaker, consisting of 
242,) as follows: y 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, William. B. Calhoun, 
Jonn Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush 
ing, Darlington, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fjetcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Graves, Gray, Gren- 
nell. Hall Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Herod Hoffman, Hopkins, Henry 3. hnson, W. Cost Johnson, 
Kilgore, Lawler, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, 5. Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milli. 
gan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle Patterson. Patton, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 
H Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade. Smith, 
Southgate, Stanly. Steuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, Jolm 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Ser od Willianis, 
Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke~-106. 

NAYS—Messis, Anderson, Andrews, Atherion, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Bynum. Cambr leng, John Campbell, Casey, Cleveland, 
Ciowney, Coles, Connor, Orig Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan. Blmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 
foster, Gallup, Glascock, Grantiand, Grant, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawking, Haynes, Holsey, How- 
ard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, ThomasB. Jack- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Geo. N, Keim, Kemble, 
Legare, Leadbetter. Lewis, Logan, James M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Murray, Palmer, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, Phelps, Pick- 
ens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss. Rhet, Richardson, Rives, 
Robertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Tho- 
mas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail. Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor. 
thington, and Yell—95: s 

So the Senate bill was laid on the table, 

Mr. GRAY then rose and remarked that he had 
voted in the affirmative upon the question of lay- 
ing the bill upon the table, for the purpose of avail- 
ing himself of the right to move a reconsideration 
of the question—a right afforded under the rales of 
the Honse only to thuse who vote with the prevail- 
ing party. He gave notice that he should move 
for reconsideration to-morro-v. 

Several other bills from the Senate were then 
read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Mulligan was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole.on the 
state of the Union, (Mr, DROOMGOOLE in;the 
chair,) and took up and considered the bill directing 
the transfer of pension balances into. the Treasury. 

ARMY BILL. ; us 

The committee then took up the “bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year 1838.” F : 

Mr. EVERETT moved to strike from the clause 
“for subsistence, exclusive of that of. officers, 
$1,040,797, including thesum of $390,885, for the 
subsistence. of the volunteers and militia called, out 
for preventing or suppressing. Indian hostilities,” 
the lartër sum; and to reduce the former sum to 


$738,800. 


After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, CAM- 


| BRELENG, UNDERWOOD, EVERETT, Mc- 


KAY, and MERCER, 


. The amendment was agreed to. 

‘Mr. BELL wished to know, under the present 
circumstances of the county, whether the appro- 
priations for‘the national armories might be dis- 
peis with; as well as some other similar items. 

Mr: 'CAMBRELENG explained: that -hè had 
made" inquiry of the proper departments, and the 
answer he had received from them, were of a 
character which would not authorize himasa mèm- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
strike itout. The Committee of the Whole, how- 
ever, ‘might do as ‘it pleased, in relation to this 
matter; because he himself was of opinion that 
that some of those appropriations might be reduced 
somewhat. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERCER and 
CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. BELL moved to strike out the appropria- 
tion of $360,000 for national armories, and, insert 
in lieu thereof $100,000. i 

McKAY hoped this motion would not prevail, 
because if the appropriation was not expended in 
the course of the year, it would not be lost. He 
did not consider that there was sufficient nforma- 
tion in the possession of the House to justify this 
motion, and therefore’ trusted it would not prevail. 

Mr. BELL saidhe had made this motion be- 
cause of the present condition of the country. It 
seemed to him that it was entirely improper that the 
Government ought to be borrowing money to carry 
on such extensive operations as seemed to be con- 
templated by this appropriation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, inquired of 
the chairman of the Military Committee what the 
amount of arms proposed to be manufactured in the 
course of the next year. i 

Mr. McKAY was unable to say, because he had 
not the information at hand. .'The Military Com- 
mittee, however, intended to examine into the mat- 
ter; and when they did so, they would report to the 
House. It was well known, however, that the 
country was very deficient in arms. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina was en- 
tirely opposed to making these ‘appropriations as 
large, when the Treasury was bankrupt, as we 
had been in the habit of making heretofore. 

Mr. HAYNES said he should hardly have risen 
at present, if it had not been for the. remarks of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Wir- 
Liams] about a “bankrupt Treasury.” We had 
heard the cry of “bankrapt Treasury” so often re- 
peated, upon so many occasions, that he would 
take leave to remind that gentleman, the House, 


and the country, of its immediate and efficient. 


cause, without adverting to others associated with 
it, by which the Treasury had been brought to its 
present condition. That cause was the deposite of 
twenty-eight millions of the public revenue with 
the States. If that sum had not been diverted from 
the purposes for which it was intended, we should 
not have heard of a “bankrupt Treasury.” 

Ashe was up, he would say a word upon the 
amendment proposed by the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. BeLr.] That gentleman pro- 
poses to reduce the appropriation of three hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars asked for, for the na- 
tional armories, to one hundred thousand dollars, 
without giving us any data by which his mind has 
been governed, or which shall guide and direct the 
conclusion of ours. He was as ready as any mem- 
ber of this committee to go for every measure cal- 
culated to ensure as economical administration, 
and as sttict accountability in the expenditure of 
the public. money, as any member of the House. 
All that was necessary was to convince him, by 
fact and argument, that any appropriation asked for 
was extravagant, to induce him to vote for its re- 
duction. 
without any such showing, has asked us to cut 
down the appropriation for our armories from three 
hundred and sixty to.one hundred thousand dollars. 

So far as he was informed, the sum reqnired for 
the présent year did not exceed that which had 
usually been appropriated for the same purpose, in 
former years. If gentlemen would look’ to the an- 
nual Treasury report of last December, they would 


discoyer that in three quarers of 1837, more.:than.- 


three hundred and thirty thousand dollars had cbeen 
expended in this branch of the public service in 


But the gentleman from Tennessee, ` 


EREET 
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.three quarters: of the year, leaving" less than’ thirty” 


thousand for the remaining quarter. If the appro-: 
priation of former years, when no ‘extraordinary 
necessity existed, had averaged about the sum now 
asked for, surely the necessity was not lessened, 
when we had some eight or ten thousand men in 


the field, and the wear and tear of military, 


munitions must be -só much increased. “The 
importance of the national ‘armories to the de- 
fence of the country should make us pause be- 
fore we consent to reduce the appropriation neces- 
sary to continue their operations, upon mere con- 
jecture, and without any data whatever. If we 
scatter and disperse the skilful artificers who have 
been collected at those establishments, where shall 
we be able to find them in the time of emergency 
to which all nations are liable? It was worth while 
to remember that there were many laborers in 
those establishments, whose families were depend- 
ant upon their employment in them for their 
bread. He would not, he could not, on the single 
ground of humanity to persons thus situated, con- 
sent, without any evidence whatever, so to reduce 
the appropriation as to throw them upon the 
charity of the world. 

Mr. HOWARD was opposed to the reduction of 
this appropriation, because if it was reduced it 
would compel the superintendents to discharge 
their workmen, and afterwards it would be very 
disadvantageous to commence the works again 
when they were out of order, and when, perhaps, 
good workmen could not be found. 

Mr. HOLSEY must oppose this amendment, un- 
less the gentleman from Tennessee could demon- 
strate that we had more arms than were necessary 
for all contingencies. 

Mr. CALHOUN was opposed to the amend: 
ment, because, if it was agreed to, it would be im- 
possible for either of them to carry on their opera- 
tions. He hesitated not to say that these esta- 
blishments were conducted with the greatest skill; 
and if this skill was dispersed through the coun- 
try, it was almost impossible to collect it again. 
He looked upon the policy proposed here by the 
gentleman from Tennessee a most suicidal policy. 

Mr. BELL then withdrew his amendment. 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, the committee 
then rose and reported the bill to transfer the 
balances of the Pension fund, when this bill, hav- 
ing first been ordered to be engrossed, was read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 27, 1838. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Joshua Ken- 
nedy, asking confirmation to the grant of a certain 
tract of land in Alabama: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he presented, 
some time ago, a memorial from certain citizens of 
Hampshire county, Virginia, in relation to the 
exaction of specie at the post office, and complain- 
ing that while Stockton and Stokes were demanding 
it from the postmasters in payment, that one of the 
contractors was deluging the country with shin- 
plasters. Mr. C. said that these people had heard 
that it was denied that such issues were.made, and 
had, consequently, enclosed him one of the notes, 
with a request that it be referred to. the same com- 
mittee to which the petition was referred; and he 
made that motion in accordance with their request. 

Mr. KING expressed his surprise that the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky should move the reférence of a 
shin-plaster toa committee. He might have handed 
it over without troubling the Senate. with a formal 
presentment of such a trifling matter. 
~ Mr. CLAY said he was sorry that he could ‘not 
gratify the Senator; that the note had been sentas a 
voucher, and the letter containing it came in due 
course of mail, requesting that it should be so dis- 
posed of; and he would therefore ask that it be 
referred. i 


read. 


. The Secretary having read the note, found it 
signed by “Lucius W.’ Stockton,” for 25:cents, and 


payable for stage fare at Union, and other places. 


Mr. GRUNDY desired that the note might be | 


i Mr. BUCHANAN said the firm.of Stockton and... 
Stokes should-not have been: blamed for denying- 
‘that they had issued. what. they . really. had- not... 
_This was quite another affair... =- aie ae 
© The “note”. ‘was referred to the Committee. on 
‘Finance; the same.tO which the previous petition, 
had been referred.) gs ee SAS eas 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition. from sundry 
citizens of Boone county, Iilinois, praying the esta-- 
blishment of a land office in that county: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. fa dean at! 

By Mr. WHITE: a communication. from the 
Secretary.of War, on the subject of. Indian annui- 
lies: referred, and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. RUGGLES: from Thomas A. Smalley 
-and others, praying. the construction `of a. light- 
house: referred. oy , 

By Mr. MOUTON: from an individual, asking 
a pre-emption. right: referred. F 

By Mr. CRITTENDEN: from one of the heirs 
of Col. Armstrong: referred. : 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. : 

By Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on: Dis- 
trict ef Columbia; to extend the jurisdiction ‘of 
Washington city over the Potomac bridge, and to 
authorize the sale of certain lots in that city: read, 
and ordered to a second reading. : P 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, moved to be discharged from the. further. 
consideration of the petition of Hannah Smith; 
also, from the petition of Fergus S.. Morrison; 
which was concurred in., a Faa 

Mr. MORRIS, jfrom the Committee on Pensions, 
‘reported a bill for the relief of Dennis Trammel. 

Also, for the relief of Margaret Wall. . 

Also, for the relief of Wm. Berry. |... 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill proni the House 
for the relief of Richard Frisby, rep orted the same 
without amendment, esate us 

Also, from the same committee, an unfavorable 
report onthe petition of Clement S. Lucas. . 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the United States for 1838, 
was received from the House, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland, in favor of a:survey of An- 
napolis harbor and Severn river: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. oti ttn oe o 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, and:after a:conver- 
sation by Messrs. ROANE, KING, CLAY of. Kens. 
tuck, HUBBARD, RIVES, and CRITTENDEN, 
a message was sent to the House asking the return 
of certain papers relating to a claim for interest on 
arrears of a pension to ań individual (unheard) in 
Virginia, which claim had been rejected’by the Se- 
nate. The recall of the papers was made witha 
view to a farther hearing on the case. 

The bill from the House authorizing the con- 
struction of the Cumberland road through Salem 
and Lewisburg, Ohio, was twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals.. 

The CHAIR presented: a communication from 
the Treasury Department, with a. supplement of 
the annual report of the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, in relation to surveys and reser- 
valions of Jand: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. f : 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed:- ; ‘ ; T 

The bill to authorize .the co/rection. of certain 
errors in the. payment of French -indemnities; 

The billfor the relief of John H. Jacocks; and 
__ The bill for the relief of the legal representa: 
tives of George Duvall, and others. eee 

The resolution offered yesterday by-Mr. Mer- 
RICK, in relation to the survey ‘of: the: Tangier 
sound, was-called. up, and, after being so amended 
as to read Se on eee 

Resolved, That-the President of thé United States 
he requested to cause Tangier-Sound and thé har- 
bor of Annapolis to be surveyed;-was adopted:. - 
= . CUMBERLAND. ROAD. : ; 

. On motion of Mr.. TIPTON, he Senate took. up ©: 
the bill for the continuation ofthe Cumberland road. 


through Ohio, Indiana, and ‘Illinois. . ; 


ets, Subject of this bill was discussed by Messrs.. 
NORVELL, TIPTON, STRANGE, CALHOUN, 


` SMITH of Indi AN 
_ SMITH of Connecticut, ROBINSON; WALKER, 
HUBBARD, CLAY of Kentucky, YOUNG,CLAY 


ana,, MORRIS, BUCHANAN, 


of Alabama, and KING. . 

The bill was opposed mainly on the ground of 
the existing embarrassments and bankruptcy of the 
Government; partly. on that of the want of suffi-- 
cient. information, and partly on that of the in- 
equality and injustice of the appropriation which it 
involved... 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill was laid 
on the table; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Secretary 
of War was directed to inform the Senate what 
portions of the estimates for the construction of the 
Cumberland road, in-Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
might be dispénsed with without injury to the road, 
and. without violating existing contracts. 

, „The Senate adjourned, after an Executive ses- 
sion. - 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, March 28, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. . 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented four petitions 
on the subject of the late duel | : 

Mr. CUSHING also presented one on the same 
subject. ; 5 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the following peti- 
tions upon the subject of the late duel, which were 
referred to the select committee having that subject 
under considcration, viz: Beardsly Lape and 55 
others, citizens of Canajoharie, New York; Stephen 
Barrows and 35 others, citizens of West Camden; 
Jacob Traften and 36 others, citizens of West 
Camden; Alexander Libby and 55 others, citizens 
of Hartford; Joseph Dearbon and 57 others, citi- 
-zens of Hartford; Philip Abbott and 147 others, citi- 
zens of Rumford; Alvan Bolster and 145 others, 
citizens of Rumford, all in the State of Maine. 

Mr. RUSSELL presented one on the same sub- 
ject from Washington county, New York, very nu- 
merously signed, without distinction of party. 

Mr. GRANT of New York presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting held, without dis- 
tinction of party, by the citizens of Fulton, in .he 
county of Oswego, New York, at the village cf 
Fulton, on the 14th day of March instant, in rela- 
tion to the recent duel, at which Aaron G. Fisk, 
Esq. presided, and Thomas Johnson officiated as 
secretary. Among the resolutions adopted, was 
one praying the expulsion of all members of Con- 
gress engaged in, or in any view connected with, 
the said duel; which procecdings and resolutions 
were committed to. the select committee having this 
matter in charge. ; 

“Mr. BEATTY of Pennsylvania also presented 
one on the same subject ; which was referred to the 
select. committee. ` 

Mr. CUSHMAN, on leave, presented a remon- 
strance from certain citizens of New Hampshire, 
in relation to a proposed post route. | 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill to 

establish a Board of Commissioners to examine 


` and decide certain claims against the United States. 


The bill having been read twice, 

Mr. W. remarked that, as this bill proposed to 
establish a Board of Commissioners to adjudicate 
claims, and relieve the House and Congress of a 
mass of business, he noped it-would meet with its 
favorable consideration, znd. be taken up at an 
early day. Ifsuch a board was to be established, 
the sooner it was done the better. Mr. W. then 
moved that the bill be committed, and made the 
special order for Friday week; which was agreed to. 

_. |. PUBLIC ‘LANDS, 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana reported a bill to 
revive the supplementary act to the act to autho- 
rize the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana to 
enter a tract of land; which was read twice, and 
postponed till this day week. ; l 

Mr. J. also reported a bill to confirm the claim 
of Charles Morgan to a certain tract of land. - 

Mr. BOON reported Senate bill, with an amend- 
ment, fer the relief’ of Michael Cassel, of La-Porte 
county, Indianai 2. 


_ Mr. B. having briefly explained the object of the 


, GLOBE. 


r 
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bill and amendment, it was, on his motion, concur- 
red in, and the bill ordered to'a third reading, read . 


a third time, and passed. `- ne 

Mr. BOON then. gave notice. that, on Tuesday 
next, at 12:0’clock, he. should move the House re-- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill granting. pre-emption 
rights to actual settlers on the public lands. - 

oy “JUDICIARY. : 

Mr. THOMAS reported, without amendment, 
bill for the relief of the securities of Archibald H. 
Sneed; 

Mr. T. also reported a.joint resolution giving the 
same per centum given to the clerks and messen- 


gers of other departments, to those in the office of- 


the Attorney General; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. MARTIN reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah H. B. Stith. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. A.H.SHEPHERD reported a bill granting 
seven years’ half pay for Revolutionary services of 
John McClelland, deceased. 

Mr. S. also made several unfavorable reports. 

Mr. HARPER made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of the administrator of John McHalton. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relief of 
David Ballentyne. 

Mr. H. also reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill for the relief of Abed P. Lacey. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
CHEROKEE AFFAIRS. 

Mr. BELL moved that the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs be discharged from the further consi- 
deration of a memorial from Riverhead, in the 
State of New York, asking an inquiry into the 
validity of the Cherokee treaty, and that it lie on 
the table. 

Mr. EVERETT asked for a division of the 
question on discharging and lying on the table, 
and made afew remarks on the subject, which 
were wholly inaudible, at the position occupied by 
the reporters of the Globe. 

Mr. HAYNES said, desirous as he might be to 
repel the attacks made by the honorable member 
from Vermont, he would not follow the example he 
had sometimes seen set there, of making a speech, 
and then closing with a motion which deprived 
every one else of the opportunity of a reply. Mr. 
H. said, “ I will abide my time.” That time will 
come; and then, so far as he could, he would dis- 
cuss the whole merits of the subject as well as he 
was able. He now demanded the previous question. 

Mr. DAWSON requested his colleague to with- 
draw the motion. ~ 

Mr. HAYNES would willingly oblige his col- 
league, but he wished to stop this discussion. 

The House refused to second the demand for the 
previous question—-ayes 70, noes 76. 

Mr. DAWSON then addressed the House for 
some time, in arguing for an immediate disposition 
of the subject. 

Mr. HAYNES said it was very much his de- 
sire that there should be no further discussion of 
this subject, or he would not have made.the mo- 
tion, which, as he thought, had unfortunately 
failed; or he would have, with great pleasure, with- 
drawn that motion, at the request of his colleague, 
{Mr. Dawson.] He concurred entirely in the re- 
marks which had been made by his colleague. It 
was too late to deal with this question as a mere 
abstraction. The time had gone by when any 
practical good could result, from an inquiry into 
the policy which had been pursued generally to- 
wards the Indians, and particularly towards 
the Cherokees. He would go ore step further 
than his colleague had gone, with respect to 
the accountability which would rest some where if 
the country should be involved in war with the 
Cherokee Indians. He charged no one with sti- 
mulating the Cherokees to the course they had pur- 
sued and are now pursuing. But if there were any 
who had instigated and stimulated them to resist 
the execution of the ‘treaty, upon his head would 
rest the blood of the: white man and-the Indian, 
of the delicate female and prattling infant, which: 
would be shed by thetomahawk and scalping knife, 
if the Cherokees should be -encouraged. to persist 


je carrying their present course to extremities: Sir, 
what political purpose would be answered by there- 
‘ference proposed by the honorable gentleman ‘from 


Vermont, [Mr. Everett.]. Has any one but that: 
gentleman ever taken the ground that this: House 
has any jurisdiction over:the question. of. treaty of! 
no treaty? . Mr. H. believed, that in the whole : 
course of his experience, ‘here and elsewhere, he. 
had never known that doctrine maintained by any 
one but the gentleman from Vermont: The utmost 
extent to which any one had gone, so far as he was 
informed, was, that if a treaty involved an appro- 
priation, this House might or might not make it at: 
its pleasure. For what purpose was it proposed to 
investigate the conduct of the late and present Ad-. 
_ministrations in. reference to this subject? ~The 
gentleman from Vermont had intimated that the 
result of the investigation proposed by him might 
be the foundation of an impeachment against the 
late President of the United States. If that gentle- 
man, or any other member of this House, believed 
the late President has exceeded his constitutional 
power in negotiating the Cherokee treaty, let him 
bring forward articles of impeachment against him. 

If he should do so, he would find himself in a 
most singular position, in bringing that distin- 
guished individual for trial before a body which 
was particeps criminis in the very act for which the 
gentleman from Vermont had intimated that it 
might be proper to impeach him. 

He repeated that it was not his desire to enter 
into a general discussion of this subject. He had 
been taunted on other occasions by gentlemen who 
had brought ‘up irrelevant topics with a desire to 
evade discussion. In this gentlemen were mista- 
ken. He had no donbt a suitable occasion would 
shortly oceur, when it would be his duty to discuss 
this subject; when, to the best of his ability, he 
would do justice to the State one of whose Repre- 
sentatives he had the honor to be. 

Till then, he wished it to be put at rest by such 
a vote as would convince the Cherokees that they 
must abide by the provisions of the treaty. The 
sooner this should be done the better. | 

Mr. EVERETT briefly replied to the two gèn- 
tlemen from Georgia, stating that. it was not 
his opinion that these Indians would not have to: 
remove from the State of Georgia. He believed it 
to be their true interest to remove, and hé believed 
they would have to remove under some other trea-. 
ty, if they did not under this. But he asked that 
justice might be done to them, and that such 
course might be pursued by the country as would 
p-event boodshed. He did not believe that any 
one had: been holding out the idea to this Chero- 
kee delegation, that there was a chance of their 
remaining in Georgia. Certainly he had heard of 
no one who had held out this idea to them, but he 
did hope to see justice done them by this Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here called for the orders 


| of the day; but, at the request of several gentlemen, 


withdrew the call. 

Mr. LAWLER believed that the course recom- 
mended to be pursued by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, would be attended with no good results. He 
believed, so far as he had been informed on this 
subject, that John Ross had determined to enter 
into no negotiation, until this treaty was set aside. 
This being the case, he deemed it to be highly im- 
portant that the House should take some action 
now; and the decision of this question, he thought, 
would be sufficient evidence to the Cherokees of 
the course which Congress intended pursuing. If 
the House determines that it will take -no farther 
action on this memorial, the delegation will know 
what to expect; and he hoped the vote might now 
be taken, and the question put at rest. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said: that 
the dictates of humanity. should prompt us to hold 
out no delusive hopes to these.people. He trusted 
the House would now determine the question, and 
put this vexed matter‘at rest forthe present. Mr. C. . 
then called for the yeas and nays on the first part 
of the motion, viz: to discharge the committee, 
which wére ordered, and were—yeas 103,-nays 76, 
as follows: : 


: - YEAS=Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Beatty, Beirne, Bick. 
; Nell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Cambreleng, Wm. B. 
i Cayaphell, Johp Campbell, Casey, Chambers, Clark; Cleveland, 


"oles, Co nor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Dromegoole, 
Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, James Garland, 
‘Rice Garland, .Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, 
Haley, Hamer, Hammond, Harrison; Hawkins, Haynes, Hol 
Sey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
J. Jackson, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, N: Jones, Kemble, Keim, 
Lawler, Logate, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan; Lyon, James M. 
Maeon, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham. McClel- 
in, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Mafiay, -Palmer, Parker, ‘atton, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, Prentiss, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Steuart, Stone, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Turney, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Wih 
hams, Christopher H. Williams; and Yell—102. 

. NAYS—Mestis. Adams, Alexander, Heirian Allen, Ayerigg, 
Bell, Bond, William B, Calhoun, John Calheon, William B, 
Carter, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Darlington, Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmere, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Hall, Halstead, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Ménefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Mor. 
tis, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, ‘Robertson, Rum- 
sey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanley, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, 
Albert 8. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Yorko—75, . 

The motion, to lay it-upon the table was then 
agreed to. without a division. 

o ARMY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. DROMGOOLE in the Chair, and 
took up the “bill making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year 1838.” 

_ Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 
Jtem of $258,273 for arsenals, and insert the sum 
of $232,000 for the same purpose. ` 

_ Mr. BELL thought this appropriation, consider- 
ing the present state of the country, might be much 
more reduced. He then Went into some statistics 
in relation to this appropriation, and concluded by 
moving to amend the amendment to $100,000. 

Mr. YELL inquired whether this appropriation 
was intended to be applied to ali the public ar- 
senals, or whether it was only intended for a par- 
ticular class of these establishments. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that it was in- 
tended for the whole of them, there being sixteen 
of these establishments in the United States ; and 
sent a document to the table, showing the appro- 
prialions which would be necessary for carrying 
on these arsenals for the next year, which was read 
by the clerk. 

Mr. YELL should like, before a vote was taken, 
to look into the condition of some of there esta- 
blishments. If the gentleman would so modify 
ħis motion, as not to make any reduction in those 
establishments which provided protection for the 
western frontier, he would not oppose it; but he 
could not consent, while the policy of the Govern- 
ment in removing the Indians upon their borders 
placed them in a perilous Situation, to have the 
appropriations taken away from them which were 
to provide them a means of defence, _ 

Mr. BELL thought the Seeretary of War would 
exercise a proper discretion on this subject. He 
himself thought the arsenal in Arkansas ought to 
be kept up, but the appropriation for others might 
be dispensed with. He then modified his motion 
sas to make the appropriation 4150,000. 
sur. YELL did not desire to have either the Se- 
cretary of War or the President to exercise a discre- 


tion on this subject. They were in need of the’ 


means of defence, and he trusted no discretion might 
be vested any where, which might deprive them of 
these means, by any. considerations of policy or ex- 
pediency, : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted this as a modifi- 
cation of his motion, because he believed the esti- 
mates of the department had provided for many 
mew works which he thought might be dispensed 
with for the present. 

„Mr. POPE disagreed from this opinion of the 
‘ehairman of the Committee of ‘Ways and Means. 
He thought the estimates ought to be adhered to. 

Mr. McKAY concurred with the chairman of. 
the Committee of Ways and Meanson this subject. 
He believed the appropriations for these new works 
might be dispensed with advantageously, consider- 
ing the present embarrassed condition of the Trea- 
sury;, and he-hoped ‘the motion to.reduce this ap- 
propriation to one hundred and fifty thousand: dol- 
lars might prevail. . ; ae n 

Mr. MASON of Ohio apprehended the true and 
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fair statement of the question to be one of post- 
ponement of some of the less needful objects; and, 
in the present condition of the Treasury, many of 
them might be postponed without its being inter- 
preted as an indication of the sense of the House 
against their construction at some time or other. 
In reference to the appropriations, Mr. M. avowed 
himself disposed to vote as much as would keep 
the objects from suffering, though he was not in- 
clined to go for new works. 

Mr. YELL moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment, that $100,006 of the $150,000, or so much 
thereof as may suffice, to complete the arsenals 
already commenced, and those on the Western 
frontier. He moved this because he conceived the 
whole Western frontier should be put in a state of 
defetice, atid he wished the Executive required to 
carry the former laws on this subject into effect, 
which had not as yet been done, for the sites, as 


yet, in two years, had only been purehased and | 


marked out, 

Mr. MERCER expressed himself in favor of the 
amenimierit, aiid complained of the large expendi- 
tures for the construction of arsenals, $14,000 being 
contemplated, whereas less than half the money 
was sufficient; and yet still larger sums were called 
for, and forty acres of land purchased at Little 
Rock. All that was necessary was a single shed, 
strongly built, and protected from the weather, con- 
sisting of one or two rooms; with the occasional at- 
tendance of a man to look after the arms. He was 
opposed to atiy increase of the sums proposed in 
the law of 1838, viz: $14,000 fo¥ each. : 

r, McKAY referred to the estitiiates and state- 
ments of the Head of the Ordnance Department, 
showing that, in addition to the $14,000, owing to 
the high price of materials and labor, $10,000 more 
would be wanted to complete the arsenal at Liber- 
ty, Missouri, $12,000 at. Little Rock, and $30,000 


. at Memphis, Tennessee, and if the amendment of 


the gentleman from Tennessee was intended to re- 
strict thë cost of those works to the limit of the law 
of 36, they could not be constructed. In reply io 
Mr. Yeti, Mr. MeK. said the delay complained 
of had arisen from the fact that the money appro- 
priated was insufficient, and the Secretary of War 
could not go on to complete the works till Congress 
Sanctioned a Jarger sum than originally proposed. 

Mr. YELL compiained that the whole of the 
first appropriation had been withheld till Congress 
had made an additional one. The Executive should 
have gone on to use what money there was, and 
hot wait till a larger appropriation was made. He 
said, that if effective measures were not taken, 
and that speedily, to protect the Western frontier, 
in less than three years half the scalps of his con- 
Stituents would be lying. on the coals, from the 
General Government, sending such large bodies 
of Indians thére. If the Government would 
not protect Arkansas, give the people arms, and 
they would, and they were well able, protect them- 
selves. The Creeks and the Seminoles had been 
sent there in chains, as they would never forget 
their degradation. The Cherokees were about to 
be sent there also, and his solemn conviction was, 
that, in less than two years, there would be a ge- 
neral war on that frontier. 

Mr. McKAY had not justified the Executive in 
delaying the execution of the law with a view to 
get a larger appropriation. So far from it, he held 
that the Executive was bound to execute the law 
when it-was practicable, but when only a third. of 
the amount was sufficient, would it not be better to 
postpone making contracts, preparing materials, 
&c? because its size and extent could only beas- 
certained from the maximum of the sum tu be ex- 
pended. 

Mr. YELL’S amendment was then agreed to. 
Mr. MERCER moved a further amendment 
add the words, “ according to the provisions of the 

existing law.” : 

Mr. YELL inquired the object of this amend- 
ment. 

- Mr. MERCER replied that it was to meet the 
argument of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
and to save a prodigal expenditure, or more than 
authorized by the existing law. a 

Mr. YELL. What, to limit the cost of the 

nal at Little Rock to $14,000? 


arse- 


| 


| the use of Mr. YELL’S amendment? 


Mr. MERCER. Certainly, 2 9 
Mr. YELL. ‘That will eae do, for the work 
cannot be constructed for the money... > 
` Mr. MERCER ' was convinced that $10,000 
was sufficient to build an arsenal capable of coris 
taining a hundred thousand stañid of. arms; most 


ptobably for about half the money. . The sum ap- 


- proptiatéd was abundantly sufficient, and he could 


not conset.to sanction a violation of the existing 
law. He concurred with the gentleman in what he 
said about thé necessary defence of the. western 
frontier, rendered defenceless by the: miserable po- 
licy. of the Government in regard to the Indians. | 
Mr. YELL contended that, $14,000 was insuffi- 
cient, for a large supply of arms, and a magazine, 
were necessary at Little Rock, a point. as import- 
ant; at least; as thatat St: Louis, which had cost 
$300,000. There must be quarters for two com- 
panies at least, officers, workmen, &¢. and $14,000 
would not begin to do it. If economy was intended; 
he would go with the gentleman, and knock off oné- 
third, for his people would stand it, but then let 
them go through the whole bill, and cut down all 
other items in the same proportion. -Make a gene- 
ral reduction of one-third, and he would be con- 
tent to suffer with the rest; but the effect of the 
gentleman’s amendment would be te cut down the 
three most important arsenals in the whole wes- 
tern country. ; i . ro 
Mr. POPE believed the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia was mistaken that an arsenal could be econ- 
structed at Little Rock for $10,000, though he të- 
garded the cost of the ground, forty acres, at a hun- 
dred dollars an acre, as extravagant. He ex- 
pressed his admiration at the spirit displayed by the 
gentleman from Arkansas in calling the Executive 
to account; but he did not apprehend the, dangers 
spoken of, from the Indians on the Arkansas fronie 
tier, for the reason that the head-men of, the Choc- 
taws and Cherokees were men of large property, 
holding slaves, and cultivating the” soil, whose in- 
terest it would be to repress their people. He was 


; Cpposed to Mr. Mercer’s amendment, and thought 


it better for Mr. Yeuu not to have moved the one 
he did. . 

Mr. McKAY remarked that the proposed amend- 
ment was inconsistent with the one adopted, which 
embraced $100,000, or so’: much of that sum as 
might be necessary; to complete these arsenals; but 
if the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
was adopted, no more could be: expénded fhan was 
appropriated in the act of 36. Where, then,. was 
“Mr. McK. 
stated further, that the gentleman from Arkansas 
was mistaken in Supposing that it would be neces- 
sary to have two companies of troops at the 
arsenal. _ S i , A 

Mr. MERCER denied there was any inconsis- 
tency in the two amendments. His amendment 
was intended to exclude the idea that $30,000 more 
should be expended for this work than was autho- 
rized by the existing law; but if it was excluded, 
it would be received as an indication that the 
House was willing to expend a larger sum.. He 
believed the remaining balance of $10,000 was 
amply sufficient to construct the work ; but, if not, 
let a separate bill be brought in for the purpose. 
Moreover, Mr. M. insisted that the appropriation 
itself was ont of order, and could only be made by 
a special bill. : 

After some further remarks by Messrs. HOL- 
SEY and JOHNSON of Louisiana against the 
amendment, it was disagreed to, and the original 
amendment was agreed to. , aan 

- The other clauses of the bill were then agreed to. 

Mr. BELL then moved an additional elause for 
drafts lying over ‘and unprovided for, for-‘atrearages 
on account of the Florida war, $553,415. - : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. objected ‘tothe amend- 
ment, becanse the item was embraced in another 
bill. Moreover, these heads of expenditure should, 
be kept separate, and not’an appropriation for the 
Florida war be included in the-army bill. © > 

‘Mr. EVERETT objected tothe Seminole appro- - 
priation being divided. ` a Se 

Mr. BELL replied that the rule under which the: 
gentleman from New-York’ objected: to ‘this item; 
applied only toa whole bill, and not to a single; 


ii substantive proposition out of another bill. Nor 


was there any, thing in the argument that these bills 
should be.kept-separate to ascertain the precise. ex- 
penditure for the Florida war, because there are in 
this bill already from three to five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, though indirectly, viz: in increased 
clothing, subsistence, etc. Again, he was desirous 
of paying the arrearages at once, so that the discus- 
sion.on the other bill might not be hurried, on: the 
ground of existing claims or arrearages. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG confessed that he was 
somewhat surprised at the anxiety manifested by 
the gentleman to pay the Governmenis protested 
drafts; but- if he would make his amendment effect- 
iye, he should propose to appropnate, at once, 
$2,000,000. “Why, did not the gentleman know 
that the Florida campaign was now drawing to its 
close? And did he not know that the great mass of 
this expense was already incurred?) Three months? 
pay was already due forthe present year. Mr. C. 
was willing that a full debate should be had upen 
the Fiorida war, and it was for that very reason he 
desired to keep the bills separate; but if gentlemen 
continued to keep up long di cussions upon small 
items, there would be no opportunity of reachiag 
important measures, 

Mr. DOWNING suggested an amendment, so 
as to cover the whole of the unpaid arrearages and 
just claims against the Government, on account of 
the Florida war, np to this time.- 

Mr. BELL... That was my intention. 

Mr. DOWNING. Then $500,000 would not 
meet it, nor,:he believed, two millions. 

Mr. EVERETT persisted in his objection to this 
amendment, but preferred having two bills brought 
into the House; one to embrace the arrearages, and 
the other to provide for the future expenses of the 
war. 

Without taking the question, on motion of Mr. 
MALLORY, the committee rese and reported, and 
then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WepneEspay, March 28, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, a statement of 
the amount of custom-house bonds, collected and 
paid annually from the Ist October, 1827, to Ist 
September, 1837: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, So? 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial 

of a large number of citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a law pro- 
hibiting any person from holding office under the 
Government, who has been engaged in a duel: laid 
on the table. 
_. Mr. B. also presented a petitition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to 
establish a dry dock at the navy yard at that place: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, and one from sun- 

ry citizens of Starke county, Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to abolish slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition from sundry 

citizens of Massachusetts on the same subject. The 
motions to receive the above petitions were seve- 
rally laid on the table. 
_ Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens. of Philadelphia, against the admission of 
any State into the Union, whose constitution tole- 
rates slavery: laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Cleveland, Cuyahoga county, 
Ohio, in relation to the late outrage committed on 
the territory.and jurisdiction of the United States, 
by the invasion and burning of the steamboat 
Caroline at Schiosser. The memorial prays Con- 
gress to take such measures in relation to the out- 
Tage as the dignity, honor, and safety of the coun- 
try required, Mr. A moved to refer the memo- 
rial to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr, BUCHANAN had no. objection te the refe- 


rence of the memorial to the Committee on Foreign | 


‘Relations; but. he wished first to say one word, lest 
Some misapprehension’ en the subject should pré- 
vail in the Gountry. We know, he eaid, that the 
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‘subject of this outrage is in a course of negotiation 
between the -British Government and ours. He 
hoped and believed that that Government would do 
us justice; but it would be. cbvious, that, whilst the 
negotiation’ was pending, it would not be proper for 
the committee to make any, report. If the time 
should come—and he trusted: that it never would— 
when it would be necessary for the committee to 
act, there was no doubt but they would do their 
duty. . 

Mr. ALLEN said he had as much confidence in 
the patriotism of the committee as any one; and it 
was, therefore, that he desired the memoria? to take 
the same course that. had been given to one for- 
merly presented by him on the same subject. He 
did not believe that the reference of the memorial 
would interfere with the negotiations going on be- 
tween this and the offending Government; and he 
had barely, in obedience to the wishes of the citi- 
gens of one of the largest and most important cities 
of the West, situated in the vicmi'y of the territo- 
ries of that Government which had committed the 
outrage, presented their views to the Senate. He 
had no doubt bnt the committee would exercise 
that wise and patriotic course which was consistent 
with them. 


Mr. BUCHANAN did not at all suppose that + 


there was any impropriety in this large and respec- 
table meeting presenting a petition on a subject so 
anierenting to them. His remarks were ouly in- 
tended as an apology for the comunittee, in not 
making a report on the subject. 

The memorial was then referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition ot R. 
C. Hardesty. - 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of James Latham, deceased; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred three memorials 
from the citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, and 
Richmond, Virginia, on the subject of a national 
foundry, moved that the committee be. discharged 
from the further consideratien thereof, the commit- 
tee having reported a bill on the subject, leaving 
the selection of the site to the President. The mo- 
tion was agreed to. f 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, offered the following joint resolution: 
RESOLUTION to authorize the purchase of an 

island in the river Delaware, called the Pea 

Patch. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tutives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to purchase of the lawful 
owner thereof, a certain island in the river Dela- 
ware, commonly called the Pea Patch, and that he 
report to Congress the contract which he may 
make, to be subject to their future action. 

DELEGATE FOR THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. NORVELL rose and remarked, that he had, 
some weeks ago, introduced a resolution inquiring 
into the expediency of authorizing the people of the 
District of Columbia to elect a delegate to the 
House of Rrepresentatives. It was not. his pur- 
pose to enter, at this time, upon the discussion of 
the subject, but to take up the resolution for re- 
ference. He had examined the Constitution, and 
all the other writings which he could lay his hands 
on, having a bearing upon the proposition. From 
these he could perceive no difficulty in carrying it into 
effect. A delegate, to represent the people of this 
District in Congress, would relieve the members of 
both Houses from much labor and examination, 
which they had very little leisure, from their own 
local and the national affairs, to bestow upon the 
peculiar interests of the District; and the measure 
would insure a more vigilant and just attention to 
those interests, He therefore moved to take up 
the resolution for consideration and reference. 

Mr. ROANE inquired’ whether there was any 
petition or memorial on the subject from the people 
of the District, and, if not, in what manner the 
committee was to form an opmion as to their 


wishes. It did seem to him that it was time enough 


owi 


for Congress to act when requested to:do sò by. those 
most immediately interested. aera 

‘Mr. GRUNDY thought that the Senate olight : 
not to move in. this subject in any way, and that, 
as a matter of delicacy, the proposition should first 
come from the House of Representatives. The Se- 
nate, which had nothing to do with delegates, ought. 
not to attempt to forcea delegate on the other 
bady, without consulting them. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that if the people of the 
District had not petitioned Congress for a delegate, 
it was probably because they supposed that theit 
petitions would receive very little attention. |The 
subject had, on various occasions, been agitated 
among them; and he believed that they generally 
desired the adoption of the measure. . If it were. 
one proper and just in itself, as he thought it was, 
he could not perceive the necessity of waiting for 
the presentation of petitions from the people of the 
District, who, at present, enjoyed neither represen 
tation nor any other political nights. With regard 
to tne only objection to the resolution, urged, by 
the Senator from Tennessee, ‘hat the measure 
ou.ht to originate in the other. house, as the dele- 
gale was propused for that house, he remarked, in 
justification of himself, that in a conversation with 
the chairman of the District, in the House of Re- 
prexentatives, he understood that honorable mem- 
ber Lo recommend action on the proposition -here, 
in the first place, as it would probably pass through 
the Senate with greater facility, and then be acted 
upon with more promptitude in the’ House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr. GRUNDY still thought that the proposition 
Ought to have come from the House of Repre- 
sentatives itself, and not in con-equénce of a sug- 
gestion from a member of it. ' f 

Mr. G. then moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which was agreed to. 

Mr, PRESTON presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of South Carolina, on the subject of a 
mail route; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day for consideration: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to state to the Senate the number of fortifications com- 
plete, the number commenced, and unfinished, the 
number proposed to complete the system of de- 
fence, but not commenced, the size of each, the 
original estimated cost of the construction and 
armament of each, the amount which has been 
expended on each, and the amount necessary to 
complete each. 

Resolved, That he be further instructed to state 
to the Senate, whether, in his judgment, if steam 
batterres shouid be employed in defence of our 
harbors, bays, &c. any of such fortifications can 
be dispensed with or diminished. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- 
structed to communicate to the Senate, whether in 
his judgment, a system of defence by armed 
steamers, might not be organized, which would be 
more effective and economical than any made 
hitherto employed to resist invasion. 

Resolved, That he be further instructed to lay 
before the Senate an estimate of the expense of 
organizing an efficient system of defence by armed 
steamers, : 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Fre- 
donia by Princetown, Indiana, to Mount Carmel, 
Illinois. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the corpo- 
rate authorit'es of the town of Mobile; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate took up and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam R. Taylor, administrator of Jonathan. Taylor, 
deceased; and: after a debate, in which the claim 
was advocated by Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, 
CRITTENDEN, GRUNDY, SMITH of Con- 
necticut, YOUNG, WHITE; and STRANGE; 
and opposed by Messrs. HUBBARD, MORRIS, 
and PRENTISS. ade 

The question was taken on the indefinite post. 


. 


for the relief of Michael Cassel was coneurred in. 

The following bills from the Howse were read 
twice and referred: 7 

“The bill for the relief.of Samuel Milligan. 

The bill directing the transfer of moneys remain- 
ing unpaid by certain pensioners, and authorizing 
the payment of the same at the Treasury of the 
United States. ; 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Senate took 
Up and considered, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill to revive and continue in force the act to 
provide for persons disabled by known wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, and ordered the 
same to be engrossed for a third reading. 

_ On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the bill 
for the relief of Sutton Stevens, which was laid on 
the table the other day, was taken up, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when Mr. C. presented some 
additional documents, obtained from the General 
Land Office, explanatory of the claim, and, after 
some remarks from Messrs. CLAY and LUMP- 
KIN, the bill was again laid on the table. 

_ On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive busines; 

After which, it adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tiurspay, March 29, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

_ Petitions on the subject of the late duel were, on 
leave, presented by Messrs. ADAMS, BIRDSALL, 
and DeGRAFF, and referred to the select com- 
mittee, haying that subject under investigatioii. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, of leave, ptesented the pro- 
Geedings of a public meeting of the citizens of 
Wayne county, New. York, held the 16th day of 
March; 1838, of which Colonel Ira Jenkins was 
chairman, and 8. Sailsbury. esq. was secretary, 
called for the purpose of expressing their opinions 
upon the late sanguinary affair, at. the seat of the 
General Government, which resulted in the death 
of the honorable Jonataan CitLey; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. B. were referred to the select committee, 
having the matter under consideration, 

Mr. B. on leave, presented the memorial of John 


` DeMott, and one hundred and fifty-five others, in- 


habitants. of ‘Seneca county, New. York; also, 
the. memorial of Lewis Johnson, and one hundred 
and .twenty-nine! others, inhabitants of the same 
county and State, praying Congress to expel every 
member of that body criminally engaged in the 
duel between the late Mr. CiLLEY, and Graves, 
and that they be handed over to the legal tribunals 


of that State whose criminal code they have vio- 
‘lated; which, on motion of Mr. B. were referred to 


the select committee, now investigating that sab- 
ject. 

i Mr. B. also asked leave to present the petition of 
Thomas McClintock, and thirty-six others, inhabi- 
tants of Waterloo, New York, praying the House 
of Representatives to resciud the resolution of Mr. 
Parron, of the 2ist day of December, 1837, on 
the: subject of abolition memorials; objection be- 
ing made, the same was not received. — : 
-. Mr. DeGRAFF presented a memorial from Eli 
Beecher and two hundred and ninety other inhabit- 
ants of Saratoga county, New York, in reference-to 
the:late duel; which was referred to the select.com- 
mittee on that subject. 

<er MEXICAN BOUNDARY. 


Mr. YELL presented a memorial from the Le- {I 


l- gislature of 


- abill to provide for the better 


oJ 


CONGRE 


E 


SIONAL 


irkansas, in Teia 
line between the United States and Mexico; which, 


on his motion, was referred to the Committee òn- 


Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs, reported’.a bill to authorize, for a limited: 


time, two additional clerks in the office of the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence. ae 
... WESTERN FRONTIER. 

. Mr. HARRISON’ of Missouri begged leave to 
inquire of the chairman of the Military Committee, 
when it was probable that committee would report 
-protection of the 
Western frontier? f 

Mr. McKAY replied that he had been instructed 
by the committee to prepare a bill on the subject, 
and it would either be reported to-morrow, or, at 
farthest, on an early day next week. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to extend and improve the navy yard 
at Broolyn, and to construct a dry dock at the 
same. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a resolution proposing to 
make the “bill to provide for the satisfaction of 
claims due to certain American citizens for 
French spoliations prior to 1801,” the special or- 
der from and after 1 o’clock, on Friday and Sa- 
turday, the 13th and 14th days of April next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped this bill would not 
be made the special order, and as it proposed an 
appropriation of five millions of dollars, he should 
feel compelled to call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. C. however, withdrew the call, and the 
Cuair was about to divide the House; when 

Mr: HOWARD remarked that lie wished to 
know the opinion öf the House on this bill, and he 
therefore asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 79, nays 63. 

So the resolution was not concurred in, requiring 
a majority of two-thirds, | i 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
to Israel Parsons. - 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Neil 
Canton. 

Mr. TAYLOR, on leave, submitted a resolution 
directing the Committee on Invalid Pensions to in- 
quire into the expediency of granting a pension to 
Samuel Hudson; which was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE BUILDING: 

Mr. LINCOLN, from. the Committee on Publi 
Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill providing 
for the removal of the walls of the Treasury build- 
ing; and for the erection of a fire-proof building 
for the Post Office Department; which was read 
twice. 

Mr. L. moved its commitment, and that it be 
made the special order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. YELL aud Mr, CAMBRELENG severally 
opposed giving this bill precedence over all other 
business, especially as in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union it was always competent 
for a majority to take it up. , 

Mr. LINCOLN modified his motion by referring 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was agreed to. 

ARKANSAS LANDS. 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to extend the further time of 
twelve months to the location of public donations 
in Arkansas, . : ` 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported adversely 
on a memorial of certain citizens of Halifax, 
North Carolina, praying for additional compensa- 
tion to the postmaster there. : 

REVOLUTIONARY NAVAL OFFICERS. 

_ Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a resolution instructing 
that committee to inquire into the expediency of 
placing the officers of the United States Navy, en- 
gaged in the war of the Revolution, on -the same 
footing, in respect to commutation, bounty lands, 


relation tothe boundary” is 
‘volutionary war; w. 


tures, reported ‘Senate: bill, without amendin 


. duty, the materials of two iron-steamboa ; 


? he thought it proper to make the: 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on 


authorize two ‘citizens of Geergia to i 


i < LANDS FOR SCHOOLS. 
The unfinished business: of the morning hour 


wag the consideration: of the: resolutioi ‘of Mr: 


Jounson of Maryland, to grant donatic 
to the old States for seminary purposes. i>- 
Mr. LAWLER, who was. entitled>to° 


‘lands 


‘floor, 


. moved its reference to the same Committee on the: 


Union to which a resolution submitted sometime 

ago, on the subject of the public lands, by Mr. L. 

himself, had been referred; which-was agreed to. 
PRE-EMPTION SALES.. i 

The vote of the House by whith a resolution of 
Mr. Slane, calling for certain information ‘on: the 
sales, &c. of the public lands, came up for reconsi-+ 
deration. The resolution’ required the specific 
amount of sales under the different pre-emption 
laws, from time to time, as they were made. 

Mr. HOPKINS explained that he had made the 
motion on the 22d inst. at the desire o. Mr. Lyon 
of Alabama, who had stated to-him that the scope 
of the resolution was such, that it would produce 
great delay in the general business of the land office 
if it was complied with. ee ; $ 

Mr. LYON had no objection to the resolution, 
if it was so modified as to call for the information. 
in thë aggregate; but, if the speeific information 
was insisted upon, it would take the clerks in that 
office two months to prepare it, to the hindrance of 
all, of nearly all, the other business. i ; 

Mr. SLADE could not consent to such a modi- 
fication, 1or the information was indispensable in. 
the form he had called for it, to ascertain the work- 
ings and operation of the pre-emption.systent., 

Mr. LYON contended that the aggregate was all 
that would be necessary, but to go into each*‘law, 
for the last fifteen years, would consume a vast 
deal of time, and a great deal of unnecessary labor. - 

Mr. SLADE would modify his resolution so as 
to call for the amount from year to yèar. : 

Mr. BOON went on to show ‘that the gentleman ` 
could not attain his object even in that way, on ac- 
count of some of the pre-emption rights extending 
to two years, and as the entries came on here by 
what was familiarly known as “duplicates,” it was 
not probably known at the Land Office what. were 
pre-emptions and what not. ` es 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, hoped the 
resolution would be adopted, for it was necessary to 
have the information, in order, by showing the ope- 
ration of the. system, to endeavor, if possible, to 
check its spirit. He held, with the gentleman from 
Vermont, [Mr. Stape,] that the system was anevil, 
but whether it was or not, the information was in- 
dispensable. Se 

The motion to recotisider was disagreed to, and 
on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
passed to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the amount of Trea- 
sury notes issued under the authority. of the, act 
therefor passed at the last session of Congress, the 
amount of the same received in payment ‘of the 
public dues, the amount of moneys received on ac- 
count of customs and the public lands during the. 
last quarter of the year, so far as the returns ree 
ceived show, and the amount of public money 
available for the public service now in the hands 
of receivers, collectors, &c. . 

On motion of Mr. BELL, laid on the table. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then. went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. DROMGOOLE in the Chair, 
and took up the “bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the year 1838.” 

_ The question pending was an additional clause 
moved by Mr. BELL, for drafis lying overand 
unprovided for, for arrearages on account-of. the 
Florida war, $553,415... 00 re Besse ay vt 

Mr. BELL: did not know.. thatit was worth his 
while to insist strenuously.on “this amendment, af- 
ter the. opposition which had been. made to it, but 
otión on- yester= 
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day, for the reasons~-he' had then give. Tf, how- 
ever, the committee saw: proper to ‘disagree to it, 
he had nothing farther to say. ` EN 

Mr.: DOWNING said he knew of. $500,000, 
which were ready to be presented, but’which had 
not been presented, merely because it was known 
the Treasury had not the money to pay them, until 
the appropriation was made. He trusted, if the 
gentleman expected his amendment to pass, that 
he would so modify it, as to provide a sum sufti- 
cient to pay all these claims. He hoped no amend- 
ment would be made which would not meet the 
claims, and which would give the department a 
discretion to make discriminations, which must, at 
all times be odious. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved an amend- 
ment fer contingencies of the army $5,000; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. C. moved further to amend the bill, by 
adding a clause for the settlement of the claim of 
the heirs of William Melldrom, $268; which was 
agreed to. - ; ; 

‘Mr. ©. moveda further: item, paying Adam 
Eckfelt for preparing gold medals for certain offi- 
cers of the army and navy, 

After a ‘few remarks by Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG, SERGEANT, and RICE GARLAND, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LEGARE saw that the appropriation for 
arming fortifications had been reduced from two to 
one hundred thousand dollars. He begged leave 
to inquire of the chairman of the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means on what grounds these reductions 
had been made by the committee. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that heretofore 


the appropriation for arming fortifications had been ` 


$100,000, but, in consequence of the state of the 
country, and of the Treasury, at the last session, it 
was deemed proper to increase this appropriation to 
$200,000. The committee, however, considering 
the present embarrassed state of the Treasury, and 
knowing that there was a large balance of the old 
appropriation, they had considered it expedient and 


proper that this reduction in the appropriation ought ° 


to be made. Furthermore, he did not believe that 
more could be expended advantageously to this 
purpose. f 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the 


House. 
NAVY BILL. ` 

The committee then took up the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of the nary for the year 
1838. : 

The bill being read through, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, for the information 
of the House, that the appropriation proposed to be 
made by this bill, was much less than that made at 
the last session of Congress, and went into several 
statements, showing in what particular items the 
appropriations had been reduced. 


Mr. McKAY then inquired of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
the first appropriation in the bill provided 
for any new navy officers? He thought there 
were now too many midshipmen in our 
navy, their number now being about four hun- 
dred and fifty; and he believed three hundred to 
be ample for all the exigencies of the service. 
There was no limitation upon the Secretary as to 
the number to be appointed, and the only control 
the House had over the subject, was by the appro- 
priation for the purpose. He trusted, therefore, 
that this clause provided for no new officers. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG explained.in answer to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, that the appropri- 
ation for this. purpose was made in pursuance of the 
estimates of the: department of November. last, 
which: were in the ordinary form. These estimates 
were not-so large'as {hey were the previous year, 
which was.in. consequence of the surplus arising 
from the wnexpended balances of appropriation, It 
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might be possible that it. would enable the Secreta- 
ry to apply a portion of it to the payment. of new . 


officers, but if soit must be toa very limited extent, 
‘because the apprepriation was less than it was the 
preceding year. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG offered to amend the bill, 
by adding a clause for ‘fixtures and other expenses 
of the Naval. Asylum at Philadelphia, $1,200; 
which was agreed to. 

There being no further amendment proposed, the 
bill was laid aside. 

RED RIVER RAFT. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the committee then 
took up the bill from the Senate, making an appro- 
priation of $70,000 for the removal of the Red 
river raft. 

There bemg no proposition to amend the bill, it 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. . 

On motion of Mr. MASON of Ohio, the commit- 
mittee took.up the bill making appropriations for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road in Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois. 

Mr. M. moved an amendment providing a 
change in the mode of superintendence of the 
road, but subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McKENNAN, in pursuance of the instruc- 
tion of the Committee of Roads and Canals, moved 
an amendment to provide for the erection of guard 
fences on the road east of the Ohio, and for widen- 
ing the same at Laurel Hill, and for the payment 
of the expense incurred in fhe erection of toll- 
houses on said road. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. POPE, Mc- 
KENNAN, MERCER, and McCOY, the question 
was taken, and the amendment agreed to—ayes 
72, noes 50, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the com- 
mittee rise, and report these four bills to the House. 

Mr. MALLORY expressed a wish to have the 


naval bill so amended as to have some informa- 


tion about the exploring expedition. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY should oppose the bill 
on the ground that it did embrace ‘this appropria- 
tion, for though as warm a friend to the navy as 
any man inthe country, he was opposed to this 
whole scheme, and in the House he should move 
torecommit the bill to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, for the purpose of making this appro- 
priation specific. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG should be as glad as the 
gentlemen, if they could call back into the Trea- 
sury the many hundred thousand dollars already 
expended for this prolific exploring expedition ; but, 
as they could not so act retrospectively, it would 
be better now to go on with it; and as they had 
the officers to support, it would be better to send 
them to the south pole for discipline than to the 
Mediterranean. Mr. C. was not an advocate for 


. the expedition originally; but thought, on a more 


moderate scale, it had better now proceed. 

Mr. INGHAM referred the gentleman from 
Virginia to some documents from the Navy De- 
partment on this subject, which contained all the 
information that was probably required, and asked 
gentlemen to suspend their judgment till they had 
read those communications. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. MAL- 
LORY and REED, the Committee rose and re- 
ported the above four bills to the House. 

The House then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the army, for the year 
1838, and the amendments of the Committee of 
the Whole, with two exceptions; which will be 
noticed, were concurred in. 

The House then took up the amendment, mak- 
ing a reduction for national armories, from 
$360,000 to $340,000, and it was non-concurred. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
reducing the appropriation for arsenals, was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BELL moved to reduce the appropriation 
for national armories from $360,000. tó- 260,000, 


vand urged it upon the House, because of the pre-- 
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‘sent Condition ofthe country and the ‘National 


Treasury. It seemed: to him the true policy would 


‘be to merely make an appropriation for keeping 


the building and machinery in order, which would 
enable us at any time’to put them into active ope- 
ration. We had already ‘expended about seven 
millions of dollars in carrying on these armories, 
besides the four millions which had’ been paid to 
private establishments for arms for the States. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia opposed the amend- 
ment of. the gentleman from Tennessee to reduce 
this appropriation, and contended that the true 
policy of the Government was to keep up these 
establishments, and make such appropriations for 
their. support as would enable the Government to 
discontinue the practice of making purchases of 
small arms from private establishments. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts hoped there 
would be no reduction in this appropriation, be- 
cause, if it was reduced, it would tend to the de 
struction of one of the most beautiful systems of 
manufacturing which was carried on in this coun- 
try. We already once attempted the reduction of 
the appropriations for these establishments, and 
had seen the evil lendency of it, and he hoped the 
House would not again adopt this ruinous policy. 
He considered it a most mistaken policy to stop 
the operations of these establishments, after the 
most eminent skill had been found to exist in them, 
and he trusted the Government would not pursue 
any such course, because if the skill which was there 
concentrated was scattered abroad, it would be 
with great difficulty that it could again be brought 
to bear, when perhaps it might be most needed. 

After a few remarks by Mr. BELL, the amend- 
ment was disagreed to. 

The bill was then, after having been ordered to 
be engrossed, read a third time and passed. 

The Flouse then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the navy, and the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole were 
concurred in. i 

The CHAJR then announced the question to be 
on the engrossment of the bill. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY hoped the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means would not 
press the question on the engrossment of the bill 
at the present time, as there were some items in it, 
in relation to which he [Mr. M.] felt considerable 
doubts. He was desirous of voting for the bill, 
and for all appropriations which might be necessary 
to carry on the ordinary operations ot the navy ; 
but he irusted that this House, after the decision it 
had made a few days since, would not pass an ag- 
gregate appropriation of the people’s money ofa very 
large amount, which was to be expended in sending 
an expedition to Symmes’s cylindrical world. He 
was opposed to makingan appropriation for the Ex- 
ploring Expedition before we had the necessary in- 
formation from the department on the subject, which 
would be laid upon our tables in a few days, and 
he trusted the gentleman would permit this bill to 
lie over without having any further action taken 
upon it, until the information to which he referred 
was received. 5 

Mr. WISE thought the gentleman's objection to 
this bill, on account of this appropriation for the 
South Sea Expedition was not well founded. Un- 
der all the circumstances, he. thought this appro- 
priation ought to be made, although he was not 
in favor of sending out this expedition into any 
distant seas. - Mr. W. then gave notice to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina and to the House, 
that on Monday next, when resolutions would be 
in order, that he intended moving a resolution for 
the purpose of converting this Exploring Expedition 
into a coast squadron, for surveying our own 
coasts, and protecting our vessels upon them. Irt 
has been. demonstrated during the last year that 
such a squadron was essentially necessary, for 
although it turned out that no piracy took place 
on the Capes of the Delaware, yet it was for some 
time seriously apprehended that one of your Philas 


delphia and Liverpool packets had been captured 
gjmost within sight of one of your greatest com- 
mercial seaports. This showed that such a cap- 
ture might have taken place, and was a sufficient 
evidence that this squadron was necessary for our 
defence, as well as for the protection of our vessels 
in time of storms, and for ascertaining all the 
shoals and breakers, and dangerous places, which 
might now not be known. Oar own coast has 
never been properly surveyed and examined. It is 
a fact well known, that the British Admiralty now 
know more about the waters of the Chesapeake bay 
than. the officers of our own navy do. Then, if 
the House concurred with him in this conversion 
which he proposed, the expenditure made by this 
bill will not be wasted; and he felt confident that 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means would agree with him that this squadron 
would afford a better school for our navy officers 
than the Exploring Expedition, because they could 
be changed at short intervals, and many more 
could be brought into it, than could be into the 
other expedition. 

He was opposed to this expedition for many rea- 
sons, but mainly becanse, by the present organiza- 
tion of the Navy Department, to say nothing of the 
incompetence of the head of it, there was no hope 
of carrying out any great measure whatever. The 
responsibility of that Department was divided be- 
tween the Secretary and the Navy Commissioners; 
and where this was the case, nothing could be done 
as it ought to be done. 

Mr. REED did not concur with the gentleman 
from Virginia in his sffort which he was about to 
make to destroy the Exploring Expedition. He 
agreed there was great necessity for a coast squad- 
ron, but Ze believed we had plenty of vessels and 
officers to have that and the Exploring Expedition 
also; and he looked upon it as being as important to 
commerce that we should kave surveys made in 
distant seas as upon our own ceast, because our 
vessels traversed every sea, and went upon every 
coast. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY did not concur with the 
gentleman from Virginia in casting censure upon 
the Head of the Navy Department. He did not 
stand there the advocate of any man, but it was 
far from him to cast censure on anyone. He was 
in favor of a squadron being placed upon our own 
coast, for the purpose of making surveys, whether 
they were north or south, and had always voted 
for these objects; but he was opposed to this scheme 
of sending a part of our navy into the South Seas 
for the purpose of making surveys and explora- 
tions, while our own coasts were but little known 
by many of the officers of our navy. 

He appretiended that the Secretary of the Navy 
would be found to be more free from blame, 
when all the facts were known in relation to this 
matter, than the gentleman from Virginia was 
aware of, and hoped no censure might be cast upon 
that officer until the circumstances in relation to 
this expedition were all brought to the notice of 
the House. 

Mr. M. concluded by moving to recommit the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
instructions to strike ont the item for the Explor- 
ing Expedition. 

Mr. MERCER was opposed to the scheme which 
the gentleman from Virginia proposed, to break up 
this Exploring Expedition, and hoped it would not be 
agreed ip, when brought before the House. He 
expected much from this expedition; was opposed 
to having it broken up in this way, when it was 
nearly ready to sail, and considered it to be the duty 
of this country, it being the second commercial 
country in the world, to add its quota to the cause 
of science, which he thought would be done by this 
means. He looked npon it as being quite as ne- 
cessary to have a knowledge of distant seas as of 
our own waters, and agreed with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that we might have a squadron 
ot. our coast, without interfering with this other 
abject 

Jfr, WISE considered that we ought to put our 
navy oa a respectable footing at home, before we 
weni abroad on an expedition of this. kind. He 
thought we ought first to make the officers of our 
pavy acquainted wit onr own coast; and he be- 


lieved it to be a fact, that there was not a single 
lieutenant in it who could pilot a man-of-war into. 
one of our own ports. He considered it would be 
necessary to make this appropriation in any event, 
becanse it proyided money to pay these officers, 
and they would have to be paid whether they went 
abroad or not. He hoped, however, with that 
view, that this bill might lie over until we had some 
action on the proposition. he had referred to. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, 

The House then adjourned: 


IN SENATE, 
Tucrspay, March 29, 1838. 2 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Ohio, praying for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Chillicothe, by Frank- 
tord and Bloomingsburg, to Springfield: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Michigan, praying for the establish- 
ment of a mail route: referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition ofsun- 
dry citizens of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on 
the subject of duetling, and similar to the memo- 
rials Jately presented by him on that subject from 
the same county: laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolvzd, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of a law to authorize the President of the 
United States to issue a patent to the heirs and legal 
representatives of Francis Rivard, for an island in 
the Mississippi river, opposite the town of Ste. Ge- 
nevieve, State of Missouri, which said island was 


granted by the French Government to Rivard in 


the year 1756, and pronounced by the board of 
commissioners a complete title in the year 1812. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two petitions from 
citizens of Massachusetts, against the Independent 
Treasury, and two petitions from citizens of Phil- 
adelphia, against the admission of Texas into the 
Union: all of which were laid on the table. 

Mr. FULTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, instructing their Senators, 
and requesting iheir representatives in Congress to 
use their endeavors to obtain the passage of a law 
providing for running the boundary line between 
that State and the new Republic of Texas: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, leave was given to the 
heirs of Henry Mudd to withdraw their petition 
and papers. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill giving effect to 
the 8th article of the treaty with Spain was taken up, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the petition 
presented by him some davs again relation to the 
international copy right bill, was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill making an ap- 
propriation for certain roads in the ‘Territory of 
Wisconsin was taken up, and after a debate in 
which it was supported by Messrs. LYON, NOR- 
VELL, KING, LINN, FIPTON, YOUNG, and 
WHITE, and opposed by Mr. WALKER, the 
bill, after an amendment, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to take up the 
bill providing for the reduction and graduation of 
the price of the public jands. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky hoped the Senator from 
Alabama would not press the taking up of this bill 
to-day. He, for one, was not prepared to go into 
a consideration of this measure, and he hoped it 
would be passed over or made the order of the day 
for some day next week. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied that he did not 
expect to take any vote on any one question in- 
yolved in this bill to-day, and he did not believe 
that the Senate would be unwilling to indulge the 
Senater with an opportunity of giving his views on 
it. He was unwilling, however, to accede to the 
proposition to postpone the bill, as he conld not see 
how the personal convenience of the Senator would 
be promoted by it. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, — = ON 


-the day for Monday. next: 


enan enean eein, 

The bill was`then taken up, and Mr, CLAY of 
Alabama explained the “merits and objects of. the 
bill at some length, and removing the objections 
that might be urged-against it; after which, + 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky again urged the post- 
ponement of the bill, and the making it the order-of 
He looked upon this as 
one of the most important measures that could’ ‘be 
brought before Congress, affecting the public do- 
main to the amount of millions, i rae 

After some. remarks from Messrs. CLAY of 
Alabama, NILES, and GRUNDY, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that if no gentle- 
man wished now to address the Senate on the sub- 
ject, he and the other friends of the bill were willing 
to lay jt on the table till Monday, provided the 
Senator from Kentucky would agree to move to 
take it up op that day. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky assented, and on his 
motion the bill was laid on. the table, with the un- 
derstanding that it be taken up on Monday next. 

[The speech of Mr. Cray of Alabama will be 
given in full as soon as it can be prepared.] : 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill for the 
prevention and punishment of duelling in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was taken up, the question 
being on the amendments of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. / 

Mr. NOR VELL said, that by the third section 
of the amended bill before the Senate, any person 
leaving this District with a view to challenge, or ac- 
cept a challenge, to fight a duel without the Dis- 
trict, was subject to indictment and punishment 
to the extent of twenty years’ imprisonment in the 
penitentiary. Now, he suggested a doubt whether 
Congress had any power to extend its jurisdiction, 
in cases of this kind, into the severa) States of this 
Union, Tt was competent for Congress to exercise 
this power within the limits of the District. Here 
their jurisdiction in these cases was completed. 
Tie was, therefore, of the opinion that the third sec- 
tion of the bili was anconstitutional. Tt was the 
more exceptionable, as it proposed to punish the 
mere conception of an intention within the District 
ty engage in a duel beyond its limits. He was in 
favor of the object: which the bilt bad in view, that 
of effectually suppressing the odious practice of 
duclling; but ke desired to accomplish that object 
in a proper and constitutional manner. | l 

After a debate, in which Messrs. SMITH of. 
Connecticut, SMITH of Indiana, CLAYTON, 
MORRIS, ROANE, GRUNDY, and STRANGE, 
teok part, ` 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, and without tak- 
ing any question on the bill, i 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Fipay, March 30, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the following peti- 
tions upon the stibject of the late duel, which were 
referred to the select committee having that subject 
under consideration, viz: R. Lang and 72 others, 
citizens of Surry; John Somes and 35 others, citi- 
zens of Mount Desert; Hiram Burr and 30 others, 
citizens of Brewer; Jefferson Chamberlain and 54 
others, citizens of Eddington; R. Long and 23 
others, citizens of Surry; George Lennard and 14 
others, citizens, of Thomaston, all in the State of 
Maine, and Thomas Graham and 73 others, citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia. 

Mr. TAYLOR presented three several petitions 
from the inhabitants of the towns of Manlius, Ci- 
cero, and Marcellus, Onondaga county, New York, 
relative to the late dael, which resulted in the death 
of the Hon. Jonstuan Crnury,. asking ‘Congsess, 
“out of a regard to the freedom: of debate, the 
character of Congress, the example to the country; 
out of a decent respect to the opinions of the world, 
and to the laws of God andthe Republic, to expel 
every member criminally engaged in that. transac- 
uon? 

Petitions on the same subject were presented by 
Mr. GRENNELL of Massachusetts, Mr. HAM- 
MOND of Pennsylvania, and Mr. TAYLOR of 
New York, which were similarly referred. ; 

Petitions on private matters were,.on leaye, pres: 


sented by Messrs. SOUTHGATE of Kentucky, 
and MeCLURE and LYON of Pennsylvania. _ 
Mr. HARPER, on leave, presented certain joint 


resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, in. relation - 


to a Western armory; which were referred to the 
same Committee of the Whole having that subject 
under consideration, 


Mr. SERGEANT, on leave, presented certain | 


joint resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, on the- subject of a dry dock. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, submit- 
ted. the following résolution; which was agreed to: 

Resoved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the salaries of the officers of the Mint at Charles- 
ton and New Orleans. - 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, moved that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities; which was agreed to. 

Mr. C, then reported an amended bill, making 
appropriations for preventing and suppressing In- 
dian hostilities for the year 1838, and for arrearages 
for the year 1837; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. C. also reported Senate. bill, without amend- 
ment, to authorize thé Secretary. of the Treasury to 
correct a mistake in the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney awarded to Fortescue Whipple, surviving part- 
ner of Conway and Fortescue Whipple. 

The bill having been read twice, 

Mr. C. moved the House go into committee 
thereon, explaining the urgency of the claim, aris- 
ing out of a mistake in paying money into the 
Treasury. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected to giv- 
img any one claim preferénce over all others. 

Mr. MALLORY and Mr. POPE said a few 
words in favor of the motion; which was agreed to. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. SNYDER in the chair, considered the 
bill, rose and reported it to the House, and it was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office.and Post Roads, reported Senate 
bill, with sundry amendments, entitled, an’act for 
the relief of certain persons therein named. 

Mr. MURRAY, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made a favorable report on the case of D. 
C. Johnson; which was referred to the same Com- 
mittee of the Whole having charge of a bill for his 


relief. : 
FORT GIBSON. 

Mr.McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported, with an amendment, a joint reso- 
lution from the Senate, directing the expenditure 
of an appropriation heretofore made for the re- 
moval of the troops from Fort Gibson. 

The amendment proposed to authorize the Se- 
cretary of War to purchase a site for a fort at or 
near the Western boundary of Arkansas, and Mr. 
McK. moved it be concurred in. 

Mr. MERCER inquired of the gentleman from 
Arkansas whether the proposed arrangement in this 
amendment was in conformity with the plan fcr the 
defence of the western frontier. 

Mr. YELL replied that it was. : 

The resolution was then read a third time and 

assed. 

Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of James H. Grant, Simp- 
son, and Vorhees. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
to Thomas Maxwell. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the executors of 
Robert McFarland, deceased, late a pensioner of the 
United States. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, moved that the unfavorable report here- 
tofore made by him from that committee on the pe- 
tition of John W. Cox, be taken from the table, 
and referred. to a committee of the Whole House; 
which was agreed to. 

‘POSTAGES. 
The: following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


GLOBE. 
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Loomis of New York some time since, came up in 


order; and was.agreed to: P 

Resolved; That the Postmaster. General furnish 
to this House an estimate, showing, as near as he 
Can ascertain, - $ 

1. What proportion of the mails of the United 
States consists of free parcels estimated by weight. 

2. What proportion consists of free parcels esti- 
mated by amount of postage on parcels that pay 


postage, and aceounting ali printed documents at | 


pamphlet postage. 

3. What would be the proportion of the amount 
of postage to be paid by the Government, in case 
all free parcels were charged to Government at the 
same rate that printed parcels are charged. 

4. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 
be reduced, and sustain the Department, in case all 
parcels conveyed in the mails were chargeable with 
postage. ` 

5. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 
be reduced, now or prospectively, within two years, 
retaining the present franking privilege, and sustain 
the Department, with a rate of tafiff deemed judi- 
cious and proper by him, in case such reduction 
should be ordered. 


PUBLIC PRINTING, i 

The following, submitted some weeks since by 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, also came up it in its 
order : 
_ Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to make a faithful and comprehensive investi- 
gation into all such abuses as may exist in the 
administration of the legislative branch of the 
Federal Government, with a view to the speedy 
correction of the same by the adoption of sucha 
system of reform and retrenchment in the contin- 
gent expenses thereof, as the public good may 
require; and that the said committee be instructed, 
also, to inquire into the expediency of divorcing, 
by law, the Government from the public press, by 
prohibiting, in future, every officer thereof, in his 
official capacity, from employing any conductor of 
a political journal to execute any portion of the 
public printing. , 

Mr. HOPKINS said he had no disposition to de- 
bate this resolution, but would feel willing the 
House should at once vote upon it. A few re- 
marks as to the reasons which had induced ‘him to 
offer it, might not be out of place. He was satis- 
fied that such a proposition was peculiarly called 
for, and shuuld be adopted. It aimed at what he 
regarded as a growing evil. The extraordinary 
increase of the. expenditures on the part of that 
House for its printing was a subject, he thought, 
forcibly calling for some reform. The resolution, 
however, related as well to the printing done for 
the several Executive departments, as for that done 
under the order of the House, the increase of the 
expenses of which had been enormous. During 
the year 1829, the whole expense of the Congres- 
sional printing only amounted to about $30,000, 
it was now about $100,000, He could not say 
what that of the Executive departments amounted 
to, but the evil was augmenting there also. 

The object Mr. H. had in view, not only pro- 
proposed to effect an actual saving of some sixty 
or seventy thousand dollars a year, but another 
no less important object, that of separating the 
patronage of the Government from the public 
press of the country. In proposing this, he had 
himself no party or personal views to subserve, 
and the person who now did the printing for the 
House, had but a small party in his support there, 
and Mr. H. was one who voted for him. It was 
not to favor any particular party, or the editor of 
any political journal, that this proposition had 
been introduced, but, on the contrary, to separate, 
as far as possible, the Government patronage from 
the public press. 

Nor did Mr. H. confine his object alone: to the 
political journals published in the city of Washing- 
ton. By the present arrangement of publishing the 
laws of the United States, there were some eighty 
or more newspapers throughout the Union enjey- 
ing, in this way, the peculiar patronage of the Go- 
vernment; and he was for taking that away also, 
and devising, if practicable; somescheme by which 
the same object could be accomplished, and which 


he believed might and eould be devised. It could 


‘ favorable consideration of that House. 


a 


be done by a general publication in this city, in the 
Congressional printing office, and: the dissemina- 
tion. of a large number of copies throughout- the 


country. Either this or some other mode might be 


devised.) sisay u : ; 

If the independence of the publie press was im- 
portant, it was no less important for the attainment 
of that object, to separate it from this corrupting 
influence, for corrupting itis, and:corrupting it will 
continue to. be whilst human nature con:inues what 
itis. He repeated that he had no.desire to debate 
this proposition, for it was not the discussion, but 
the action. of the House he wanted, and he had no 
doubt that gentlemen had sufficiently weighed and 
examined it to vote upon it. 


The resolution proposed raise a committee to- 
inquire into the expediency of separating the patron- 
age of Government from the public press. . If this 
was desirable, and it seemed to him no‘one could 
question it, it was certainly proper and necessary to 
inquire whether any, and what, substitute could be 
devised; whether it be an evil, and if an evil, how 
could a corrective or remedy be applied, and wha 
that remedy could be. He thought it couid be 
found in the establishment of a public press, en- 
tirely separated from Government patronage, con- ` 
fined only to the printing of the Government, as 
well that of both branches of Congress as that of 
the Executive departments. Even asa question of 
economy, if they could effect a saving in onesingle 
year that would cover the entire cost of such an 
establishment, it was highly important, and he 
thought this would be the case. “Why, since 1829 
the annual expense of the printing of Congress 
had swelled from $30,0C0. to-4100,000 a year, and, 
including the Executive Departments, to. probably 
nearly $150,000; and that, too, while it was well 
known that the present rate of prices allowed to the 
public printer had remained unchanged. The 
Government loses the benefit of all the improve- 
ments and benefits which had grown out of the 
substitution of machinery in presswork for manual 
labor power, and all the advantages of the general - 
reduction -iùn the price of paper, no unimportant . 
item. i fs 

At any rate, continued Mr., H. this resolution. 
proposed no interference with any party. It pro- 
posed only an investigation into the expenditure of 
money for public printing, a subject certainly, as 
it seemed to him, worthy of investigation. ‘That 
investigation could be made without prejudice to 
any party; and as it proposed a retrenchment, 
there could be no reasonable objection to it, espe- 
cially at this crisis, when they had, only a few 
months ago, saddled the country with a debt of ten 
millions of dollars, and had a proposition before 
them of saddling it with ten millions more. Un- 
der the present mode,. they were going on witha 
most profligate and uncalled for system of expen- 
diture, whilst the Treasury was substantially bank- 
rupt. * $ 

With reference to the necessity that might be 
alleged for the publication of the laws in anews- 
paper, it was not so indispensable, for the fact was 
known to Mr. H. that the selection of the papers 
was not always confined {0 that press having the 
largest eirceulation in its neighborhood, or the State 
wherein it was published. But whether that, por- 
tion of the Government patronage had been pro- 
perly or improperly dispensed, was not germane to 
the proposed inquiry under this resolution, -for his 
object was, sincerely and heartily, to- sever this 
influence, and he much doubted, if there was a 
single inquiry that would come before the House 
this session, more entitled to its grave and serious 
consideration. 

In conclusion, Mr. H. disclaimed having any 
private feeling in this matter, and he knew. not 
whether he should again have any agency in dis- 
pensing the patronage of the House. His sincere 
desire was to separate ıt on public grounds alone. 
In point of economy alone, it was a proposition 
peculiarly and forcibly recommending its21f to the 
As apoliti- 
cal question, aside from party—for, as he said before, 


. party feeling had, or should have, no connection 


with it—the measure ought to meet the approbation 


of al... He hoped the House would at. once vote 
upon it, and adopt it. ; , 

Mr- CUSHMAN was understood to say that he 
most cordially responded to the gentleman's desice 
1o introduce reform and retrenchment. But, said 


Mr. C. it shonld commence in that House itself. . 


During the last Congress, ‘and during the late and 
present sessions of. this, much had been -said in re- 
gard to Executive abuses, Executive usurpation, 
and Executive corruption; and. during the whole 
series of these repeated declamations, he, for one, 
had been of the opinion that the abuses in that 
House, in the same period of time, had been more 
and greater than in the Executive branch of the 
Government during the whole course of the late 
and present Administrations. 

Nevertheless, Mr. C. was opposed to this resolu- 
tion. He was opposed to it, because he was con- 
vinced the object sought to be attained by it was 
wholly impracticable. The gentleman says “ let 
them inquire.” That was all very proper, and 
Mr. C. was willing to go as far as that gentleman, 
or any other, to make necessary inquiries. But 
what was the present case? Now, it was well 
known that, since the establishment of the Govern- 
ment, the dominant party, whichever it might be, 
not only in the Federal, but in the State Legisla- 
tures also, had invariably employed what has been 
called, if you please, partisan printers and partisan 
editors. And why should they notdo so? So long 
as the Opposition had the predominancy, they used 
to employ their own partisan printers, and no 
complaint was made about it ; and why should any 
complaint arise pow? He saw ho reason for it. 

It was said, however, that the expenses of the 
public printing by the House had very much in- 
creased during the last few years. He admitted it; 
but the fault was in the House itself, and there was 
as much power in the House to correct it without 
raising a select committee for the purpose as by 
one, and it was just as easy. The inereased expenses 
had grown out of the increased number of docu- 
ments ordered to be printed, and the evil could be 
corrected by gentlemen rising in their seats and ob- 
jecting to it. There was, therefore, no necessity to 
raise a special committee for this purpose. 

Again, the gentleman says that if this evil were 
corrected, or, in other words, that if a person 
could be selected, other than a partisan printer, it 
would, at once, reduce the expenses of the public 
printing. Now. Mr.C. apprehended directly the 
reverse would be the result, because if you ever 
bring into this city a person, and set up a press here 
under his management, for the express purpose of 
doing the printing of the House, the expense will 
be doubled, instead of being reduced. He was 
convinced, after much reflection, that this would be 
the result, 

Again, says the gentleman, the Government pa- 
tronage of the public press to partisan editors, not 
only here, but throughout the United States, ought 
to be taken away. Now, Mr. C. would appeal to 
the gentleman, and ask him into what State he 
would go and find a printer who was not a parti- 
san? None: Mr. C. knew ofnone. Let the gen- 
tleman go into New Hampshire, and if he could 
find a printer there who was not a partisan, on one 
side or the other, he could do more than Mr. C. 
could, for he was wholly ignorant of any such edi- 
tor. There was no such thing there. Call an indi- 
vidual into this city, let him set up a press or set up 
one for him, to do the printing of Congress, 
and how long would he remain here without being 
a partisan printer? It was not in the nature of 
things. It was not in human nature to be indiffe- 
rent and listless upon the great and vital subjects 
that agitate the public mind. The feelings and im- 
pulses were the same in an editor as in every body 
else, and I, said Mr. C. have ofi ten made 
the remark, and will agam attest its truth, 
that whenever an individual says he is not 
a party man, or that he is no partisan 
jn politics, then I have a right to doubt that 
man’s integrity, and I do doubt it. Sir, I had 
much rather see a man a partisan than one 
who is not, because then I know and believe that 
he is an honest man—whether he is my friend in 


polities or my foe, makes no difference. Let him) 


tbe a partisan. Jt shows he tabes a deep interest in 
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the great questions that agitate the country. 
so in regard to all public. editors,-and. should. the 
gentleman’s. resolution. be adopted, should this 


special committee. be raised, and should they report: 


a resoltition declaring that the Secretary .of State 
shall employ no editor. to. publish the laws of the 
United States who. is. a partisan, then, sir, your 
laws will go withont being published at all. . Editors 
and publishers are all partisans; either with the Ad- 
ministration, or opposed to it. 

At this stage Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called 
for the orders of the day, being private bills. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

Mr. CLARK begged leave to propound an jn- 
quiry to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It was, when he proposed moving to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, the very moment 
they got through the pressing and urgent appropria- 
tion bills, he should ask the consent of the House 
to take up that subject. 

THE FULTON CLAIM. 

The House then took up the motion, made on a 
former day by Mr. Wappy Trompson, to reconsi- 
der the vote by which the “bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton” was passed. 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in support of 
the motion to reconsider, and in opposition to the 


bill. 


Mr. HOFFMAN replied at length, and defended 
the claim of the heirs of Mr. Falton with great ear- 
nestness. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON went into an ex- 
planation of the reason which had induced him to 
make the motion to reconsider, and why he should 
vote against the bill. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio replied at some 
length to the gentlemen from South Carolina and 
Ohio, explained the reasons which had induced the 
committee to report the bill, and stated why he 
thought it onght to pass. 

Mr. CUSHMAN rose, and moved the previous 
question, but withdrew the motion, atthe request of 

Mr. BIDDLE, who replied to the remarks of 
Mr. DUNCAN, al some length, and supported the 
claim with great zeal. Mr. B. then, in accordance 
with the pledge given the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, renewed the motion for the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main qucs- 
tion ordered to be put. 

Mr. MITCHELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the main question, which was on the motion to 
reconsider; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
81, nays 87. 

So the motion to reconsider was decided in the 
negative. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting copies of all letters written by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to collectors or receivers, 
between the Ist of January, 1834, and the present 
time, having any reference to defalcations, omis- 
sions, or any other irregularity. Also, copies of 
all other reports made by persons employed to ex- 
amine certain land offices. 

On motion of Mr, CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Faipay, March 30, 1838. 

Mr. NORVELL presented six petitions from 
sundry citizens of Michigan, praying that appro- 
priations may be made for the construction of a 
military road from Dearbornville to Brest, on Lake 
Erie; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, in relation to the 
erection of a dry dock in the Navy Yard at Phila- 
delphia; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROANE presented the. petition of the presi- 
dent and directors of the Bank of Alexandria, pray- 
for an extension of their charter; 

Also, the petition of a number of the citizens of 
Washington, praying for the construction of a 


Ih. is: 


‘pavement of wood on Pennsylvaniaavenue; both. 
of which were. referred totke: Committee on. the. 
District of Columbia. cia PE dag de 

Mr. ALLEN said that. he had received from. his .- 
‘Excellency, the Governor of Ohio;-a: communica 
lion enclosing a resolution of ihe General, Assem- 
‘bly of that Stale, which he rose to present to. the 
Senate. Fhe. General. Assembly had; he, said, in 
this resolution, expressed: their opinion. that the 
State possessed all the local, advantages necessary. 
to entitle her to-the. location, : within her hmits, of 
the National Armory contemplated by Congress. 
He Inlly concurred in. this opinion, and should, to 
the utmost of his power, act in conformity with it. 

The Legislature. of several other States had pass- 
ed resolutions, and the people of numerous cities 
and towns had forwarded to: Congress memorials 
during the present session, setling forth their re- 
spective claims, as sites for the foundry and ar- 
senals -which are also in contemplation. Pi 

These resolutions and memorials had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
the committee had asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of them, and that 
they be laid npon the table, in consequence of 
having previously reported to the Senate a bill 
cmbracing all those works, as well as an armory to 
be established in the West. This bill, the Senate 
wonid recollect, proposed to establish one foundry, 
one armory.in the West, an arsenal in each of the 
States in which there now existed none, and a de- 
pot of arms and munitions of war in Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Wisconsin; and it refers the selec- 

ion of sites for all these establishments to. the 
President. 

In thus requiring the selection of these sites to be 
made under the direction of the President, the com- 
mittee yielded to the conviction that to fix them by 
law would be utterly impracticable, as had heen 
evineed by repeated failures, within the last twenty 
years, to fix the site for a western armory by an 
act of Congress. As often as any one point has 
heen proposed in a bill as the most eligible site, 
innumerable other points were immediately pro- 
posed as still more eligible; and each member re- , 
fusing to surrender the claims of his particular 
State or district, the bill has gone down under 
the pressure of the contest. . Such being our past 
experience, and such the bill. now. reported by 
the committee, Mr. Auten said ‘that it remained 
for him only to give the resolution he had. presented 
the same direction which had been given to the 
other resolutions and memorials to which he had 
referred. He, therefore, moved that the resolution 
be read, laid upon the table, and printed; and said, 
that should the bill become a law, he should take 
measures to present the claims of Ohio to the con- 
sideration of the Executive in the strongest light, 
and press them with all the energy which truth 
would allow. 

Mr. LUNN rose to.ask whether there was a pro- 
vision in the bill for adepotin Missouri. He would 
merely remark that two years ago an appropriation. 
passed Congrsss for a depot in that State, and that 
it was now building. If this bill provided for ano- 
ther, it was, he presumed, put in by the committee 
throngh inadvertence. 

Mr. ALLIEN said that he presumed it was put in 
through inadvertence, as it was not intended to es- 
tablish another depot in that State. 

Mr. LINN said he had forborneto say any thing 
on the subjeci of the memorials presented here, or 
of stating the superior advantages possessed by his 
State, to entide her to the location of the contem- 
plated armory within her limits. The bill referred 
the selection of the sites to the President; who was 
to cause suitable examinatiens to..be made, and he 
had, therefore, forborne from even mentioning the 
claims of Missouri, believing that there conld not 
be the shghtest difficulty in. fixing on Missouri al- 
ter the examination was made. He was perfectly 
willing to leave the matier-to the President. 

Mr. ALLEN said thatit was with pride and 
pleasure he admitted, and that he congratulated 
Congress and the whole American people upon the 
fact, that every member of the Senate could rise in 
his place, and with sincerity and. truth, ascribe to 
his own particular State. such beauties: and re-— 


-sonrees as but few other portions of the globe, en- 
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joyed. Whatever 
opinions with regard to the comparative advan- 


tages of the several States, he gloried in. beholding } 


no single feature upon the broad face of eur coun- 
try without charms to allure, and bounties to re- 
ward; the honest Jabor of man with plenty, security 
and happiness. He should not, at this time, depart 
from the order of business to delineate the beauties 
or disclose the resources of the young, powerful, 
and magnificent State from. which he came; nor 
should “he now attempt to measure the waler- 
power, both natural and artificial, which streams 
along ber.fruitful surface, or the exhaustless mine- 
rals that lie beneath it. These things are, 10 some 
extent, known to all the Western Senators, as also 
to some others, who have traversed that region. 

The resolutions were then read. 

Mr. KING could not. but admire the great for- 
bearance of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Linn] 
who forbore to urge the claims of his State, because 
he was satisfied that, when an examination was 
‘made, she would have the preference. Now, as 
it seemed to be the fashion of the day for gentle- 
men to make a display of the advantages possessed 
by the States they represented, he would merely 


advert to one circumstance to show that-the claims . 


of his State were not behind those’ of Missouri, or 
any other. A distinguished gentleman, whom the 
Senator from Missouri would at once acknowledge 
to be one of. the most intelligent observants and 
judicious men in the country, [Gen. Jackson,]. was 
of the opinion that this establishment should be 
located in the State of Alabama, at the foot of the 
Muscle shoals, where minerals, water power, and 
facility of transportation, existed to the greatest 
degree. He hoped that the Senator from Missouri 
-would allow some weight to the opinions of the 
distinguished gentleman who stood so high in his 
estimation, and that he would abate some little of 
his contidence in the superior advantages of Mis- 
souri over the other Western States. He further 
indulged the hope that the present President would 
not, after the examination was made, overlook the 
claims of Alabama. 

Mr. LINN: laughingly observed, that he had 
great respect for the opinions of Gen. Jackson in 
such: matters; but that distinguished individual 
certainly’ could not have reflected that there 
“was stich a. place as. Missouri at the time, or he 
never could have made the remark. He would 
maintain, there was not such a spot in any State, 
[Mr. Benron,.in, an under tone: “Say iu the 
world.” ] yes, he would say not in the whole word, 
He knew of one twenty miles square in that 
State which would include two iron. mountains; 
which: possessed nearly all, if not all, the requisites 
for armories and foundries. Iron ores of every 
quality, lead, copper, zine, sulphur, alum, emery, 
plumbago, sal nitre, grindstones, and water power 
to an unlimited extent. Arms could be thence 
transported by the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, to the western frontier by the Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, and Red riversand their tributaries, and to 
the northern lakes by the Ilinois, Wisconsin, and 
Ohio rivers. He saul he felt confident that when 
the capacities of Missoari for such a work were 
examined into, the claims of the other Western 
States would sink into insigniticance. 

Mr. ALLEN asked the | Senator from Missouri 
if there were notin some parts of his State to be 
foundcannon and muskets already made. 

Mr. BENTON said in an under tone, that there 
was a river in his State called “Cannon Balli river,” 
from.the circumstance of there being found in it 
an abundance of rouud stones in the shape of can- 
non balls. 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. presented the petition of 
Brig. Gen. Wm. W. Garrard, asking indemnity 
for horses purchased for the service of the United 

Siates during the war with the Creek Indians in 
the year 1836; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been ‘referred the bill from. the House 
‘for. the’ relief of Samuel Milligan, reported the 
„same without amendmen and, oa motion of Mr. 
W: ii was read the’ second time, and considered as 
in Comraittee of the Whole, and: ordered to be an- 
grossed for a third reading. 


might be ‘the diversity of ff 


Mr. W. from the same onmi, to which had - 
‘been referred the bill from the House, miaking ap- ` 
propriations for .the -civil and diplomatic expenses 
of. the. United States-for the year 1838, reported the 
same with an amendment, and gave notice. that he 
‘should call up this bill to-morrow, at the earliest © 
moment after the consideration of the morning's 


busin 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further conside- 
ration.of the petitions. of John Edwards, the widow 
of Elisha Patterson, Ebenezer Hecock, the daugh- 


33, 


-ter of Col. Abram Morgan, Lemuel Patterson and 


Alexander McAlister, Jesse Cline and Gillis Hitt. 

Mr. P. from. the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of David. Walrod; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. NORVELL: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to make to the Senate a statement, 

Ist. Of the amount of money now in the banks, 
or under the charge of the Department, or of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or of any other 
officer or person attached to, or connected with, the 
War Department, belonging to any Indian or tribe, 
or band of Indians, or Indian. traders; specifying 
the Indian or Indians to which each portion of such 
money belongs, and the treaty under which the 
money has been received, and the terms and condi- 
tions upon which, and the object or objects for 
which it remains in the care and kecping of the 
Government, or of any officer or agent thereof. 

Qd. Of the present condition of such money, 
whether any and what portions of it have been in- 
vested, in what securities, for what terms of time, 
at what rates of interest, when and where payable, 
at what dates respectively such investments were 
made, what were the respective valucs in the mar- 
ket of the securities in which any such investments 
have been made at the times when the investments 
were taken; whether any portions of such money 
remain uninvested, and, if uninvested, whether 
they are deposited in banking institutions; and, if 
so, in what.banks, and upon: what terms; and, if 
not»o deposited, in whose hands and care they now 
are, and upon what terms, as to security, interest, 
and the like. 

Mr. LINN offered the following; 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
the bust of Thomas Jefferson (now in the Library 
of Congress) on a mass of iron ore, which was sent 
for the purpose from the Iron Mountain, by the peo- 
ple of the town of Caledonia, Washington county, 
Missouri. 

_Mr. L. said that this ore had been brought 
on by him for the express purpose named in the 
resolution, and which he admitted ought to have 
heen presented before. The expense had been paid 
by the citizens of Caledonia, who had expressed 
their desire that the bust should be placed on it as 
a tribute of their respect for the memory of that 
great man under whose auspices Louisiana was 
acquired, the vast resources. of which were every 
day becoming more and more developed. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pest Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


which was 


expediency of establishing a post route from Grand . 


Rapids, in Kent county, to Tonia, in Ionia county, 
in the State of Michigan. 


The bill from the House of Representatives, mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the army for 
the year 1838, was read twice, and on motion. of 
Mr, BENTON, referred to ‘the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted a substitute for the 
graduation bill, by. way of an amendment, which 
by general consent, was received informally, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The bill for the relief of William R. Taylor, 


administrator of Jonathan Taylor, deceased, was 
vaken up, and after a debate; was ordérėd tó a 


engrossed for a third reading. 


The following bills were severally. read the third 


time, and passed. Re eas 


“Mr. L. instanced a case in his own State 
“people were as much adverse to fighting as those of 


The bill. making appropriations for. certain roads 
in the Territory of ‘Wisconsin. f 

The bill to. revive and continue in, force the act 
to provide far. pe ns disabled by known | wounds 
received in the Revolutionary war; and 

The bill giving effect to the 8th article of the 
trealy with Spain. g 

The bill for. the prevention and punishment of 
duelling in the, District of-Columbia was taken 
up, the question being. on „the amendments of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

[The following brief. synopsis of the debate is 
given, until the “speeches on, the occasion can.be 
written out.} 

Mr. CLAYTON expressed his “objections to 
duelling in a very pointed manner, and his sincere 
desire to do all in his power to suppress it. He 
very much doubted, however, the eflicacy of the 
bill before them. Such was the severity of some 
of its provisions that it would be next to impossible 
to procure convictions under it. And there were 
other objections whch he could not reconcile to his 
mind. One of the provisions sought to make the 
sending of a challenge felony, which was. only a 
misdemeanor in the-eye of the common law. My. 
CLAYTON argued the subject at considerable length, 
lated to subserve the purposes for which they were 
intended. "While he admitted the practice of duel- 
ling to be both illegal and immoral, yet he said it 
was not of that class of « crimes. which should subject 
offenders to the cells of a. penitentiary, and make 
them the. associates of theevilest felons. There 
has nothing in’ the offence | that was either base, 
meaii, or sordid; neither were those likely to be en- 
gaged in it, persons who we would-dare to send to 
a penitentiary to be classed with thieves and vaga- 
bonds. The moral sense of the community would 
be shocked at such a measure, and such a law 
would be rendered a mere nullity, from the inter- 
ference of the Executive perogative. He depre- 
cated duelling as much as any man could do, and 
was disposed to go all reasonable lengths to prevent 
it. On the whole, he believed some legal provision 
necessary. If. he could, get the modilication he de- 
sired, he would vote for the’ bill-as- amended by 
the Judiciary Committce, although he sincerely be- 
lieved it would not have the good effect its frien! 5 
designed. 

Mr. PRENTISS replied at some length, con- 
tending that the practice of duelling was condemned 
by all laws, human and divine; that it was regarded 
as a crime by every Government in Christendom, 

was subversive of the great principles of the Chris- 
tian religion, and ought not to be tolerated by any 
Christian people. Mr. P. looked as much to the 
moral power that this law would have, as to its 
penal enactments. He asked if any man of honor 
could allow himself to fight a duel after the pas- 

sage of such alaw? The subject was, in his opi- 
nion, a momentous one. We. were acting not 
for the present time, but the passage of this. bill 
would have its due weight on all after generations. 
The people of this country expect, nay, demand of 
us, some enactment by which this odious and sinful 
practice may be diseontinued and for ever prevented. 

Mr. LINN was of opinion that the Senator from 
Delaware had treated the subject with so much 
sound practical sense, that little else could be left to 
a said on the subject. What community (said 

. L.) could be found that would. pronounce a 
inan either a murderer or felon, who.might have 
chanced to kill another in fair and-equal combat? 
No man, he was persuaded, that came fo- act on his 
responsibility asa juror would. be. prepared to cen- 
der such a verdict. Many of the States had passed 
severe penal enactments.in. relation to this matter, 
and yet where was the State where such laws had 
been carried into effect? . Other legislatures again 
had sought milder remedies, “such as punishing. dü- 
elling by disfranchising their citizens, rendering 
them furever after incapable of holding offices oF 
profit or trust, honor or emolumeént stich laws, he 
maintained, had: a- more wholesome action than 
those severe, unjust and cruel enactments, because 


“the one was generally carried” into effect, while the 


other ‘was litle better than a dead letter, To ilius- 
tate the effect of publi ic. opinion on` this subject, 
here the 
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any other in the Union,(though he wag aware thata 
contrary opinion prevailed among many in relation 
to Missouri,) where a small man, for a supposed of- 
fence, was cruelly lashed by a large one,-the result of 
which was a challenge.on the part of. the small one 
to fight, in. which duel the large man was shot 
twice, the last wound mortal. The. survivor was 
found guilty under the laws.of Missouri, when a 
petition was gotten up, signed. almost unanimously 

y the people, and presented to the Legislature, 
which body remitted the penalties almost by accla- 
mation; and so Mr. L. said it would be in all like 
cases, either the Legislature or Executive would 
step in to counteract the law. If sucha bill could 
be introduced as would strike at the root of the 
evil, it would cheerfully have his support. He was 
aware that duelling was not defensible on principles 
of Christianity, neither was national warfare; and 
yet how frequently had it been engaged in, and 
justly too, by Christian nations. All the Legisla- 
tures of the Union have concurred in denouncing 
the practice of duelling as evil in itself, and. yet 
have we not seen them come in to stay the laws. 
From what little he had seen, it appeared to him 
that fighting. was like marrying, the more barriers 
that were erected against it, the surer were they to 
come together. 

Mr. SMITH spoke long and vehemently in 
favor of the bill, maintaining that all enact- 
ments against crime had grown out of some past 
act of villany that shocked the moral sense of the 
community. The object of this law was not so 
much to prevent those fond of duelling from en- 
gaging init, as to protect those coming from Slates 
where the people were not fond of murder or kill- 
ing in any shape. For his own part he was not 
afraid of any man with pistol or sword; but he ad- 
vocated the bill to protect the representatives of 
New England from those gentlemanly assassins or 
banditti, who might seek to call them out for words 
spoken in debate, and shoot them in a fair and 
gentlemanly manner. Mr. S. alluded, in no measur- 
ed terms, to the late transaction, in which a 
representative had lost his life; and said, if the in- 
stigator of that murder had been in Connecticut, 
he would no more have escaped than if he had 
gone up and shot down his victim in the street. 
Mr. 8. was for arresting this practice in its incipi- 
ency, by striking at once at the root of the evil, and 
making all persons, however remotely concerned, 
punishable. He thought the man that advised to 
such a step was as bad as the principal, and would 
treat him accordingly. Mr. S. could not draw any 
distinction between a murder in a duel, andout of 
it; and he maintained there was none, save that 
which grew out of the morbid imagination of gen- 
tlemen on such matters. Was not the effect the 
‘same to the bereaved wife—the children, made or- 
phans? and was not the moral sense of the 
commumiunity alike shocked? These were ques- 
tions for the advocates of duelling to an- 
swer. He thought the country bound to erect 
some barrier against this infamous system, or, 
by-and-by, the people, who send their represen- 
tatives to Congress, would have to accompany 
them with a body guard, armed with swords and 
pistols for their protection. If a man would, in 
contravention of the laws of God and man, seek to 
fight duels, he (Mr. S.) was clear for inflicting 
upon him that punishment which should be meted 
to the criminal of the worst dye. 

Mr. CLAYTON spoke some time in favor of 
an amendment which he offered, to wit: subjecting 
persons engaged ina duel to imprisonment fora 
term not exceeding two years, and a finc pot ex- 
ceeding two thousand dollars, and to be made for- 
ever after ifteligible to any office within the gift of 
the Government. 
such laws in his own State, where duelling was 
once quite common, but had now entirely ceased. 
Even the shooting of pistols, which had been prac- 
tised as an amusement, had, since the passage of 
the law, gone entirely out of fashion. 

Mr. LINN repudiated the idea of deneuncing 
men as murderers and felons, because they had 
fought duels. Some of the purest and best-men on 
earth had been engaged in them, and should not be 
so stigmatized. That some duels had taken place 
from light and insufficient causes, was not to be 


Mr. C. dwelt on the efficacy of . 


denied, and certainly was much to be regretted. 
The question was, how is the practice to be pre- 
vented? Mr. L. would answer, not from cruel and 
sanguinary laws, which in all cases remained a 
dead-letter on the statute books. "Where was there 
an instance of their being carried into effect? | In 
no case could a jury of twelve men be found to 
give a decision that would doom a man to the gal- 
lows, or the loathsome cells of a penitentiary, and 
brand his name with the infamous epithets of mur- 
derer or assassin, because he had killed another 
fairly in a duel. Mr. L. thought there were cases 
of deadly insult which few men would not be 
ready, at all risks, to resent; and, if he could be 
allowed to judge from the unusual warmth and the 
temper displayed by the Senator from Connecticut 
[Mr. Sarr] in this matter, that -he would be as 
willing and ready as any man to come forward on 
all proper occasions. 

Mr. GRUNDY felt disposed to act in this mat- 
ter without reference to any occurrences of recent 
date; he had found it best in all subjects of legis- 
tion, not to allade to topics calculated to excite. In 
the year 1829, an act, (which he had some agency 
in cormpiling,) somewhat similar to this in its pro- 
visions, was passed by the Legislature of Tennes- 
see, providing for the punishment of not less than 
three nor more than ten years’ confinement. There 
was also some penalty inflicted upon the sending 
of a challenge, and he thought that law had acted 
beneficially, as duels were certainly less frequent in 
his State since its passage. Mr. G. thought if this 
bill were passed, or something like it, in its pro- 
visions, that it would have a powerful effect on 
public opinion, and certainly no man that voted for 
it, could ever fight a duel afterwards. All the Se- 
nate could do, was to provide such enactments as 
were deemed best calculated to puta stop to the 
practice, (hough he was aware that, after all their 
care, cases might arise where the laws would not 
be likely to bind. Duelling had no advocates in 
the abstract, and all united in condemning it, and 
yet there were times when it was persisted in not- 
withstanding. Mr. G. could not agree with Sena- 
tors that the difficulty of conviction in such cash 
rested with the Juries, as such persons were generally 
opposed to it; bat he rather thought it owing to the 
difficulty of obtaining proof to convict. The se- 
conds were in the eye of the law particeps criminis, 
and either would not attend; or if they did, under 
the plea of not criminating themselves, would 
refuse to answer. He was not prepared to say 
that the amendment of the Senator from Delaware 
might not have the happiest effect, for the thought 
of being deprived of the power to held office was a 
severer punishment in the eyes of some pecple, 
even than ten years confinement in the penitentiary. 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned, and the Senate went into the consideration 
of Executive business at four o’clock, and remained 
nntil near five; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, March 31, 1838. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, made a report, concluding 
with the following resolution, the further conside- 
ration of which was postponed till Monday next: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives appoint a competent number of pages 
for the service of the House, not exceeding twelve, 
and between the ages of twelve and sixteen years, 
who shall be paid ont of the contingent fund of the 
Honse one dollar and fifty cents per day in full 
for their services. 

That the Doorkeeper appoint a competent num- 
ber cf messengers and servants for the service of 
the Elouse, not exceeding sixteen in number, who 
shall receive, in like manner, two dollars per day in 
full for their services. 

That the said Clerk and Doorkeeper shall reduce 
the number of pages and messengers by them to be 
appointed, whenever it may appear to them that a 
less number can perform the duties assigned to 
them. . 

That it shall be the duty of the Doorkeeper to 
assign to the said pages and messengers their duties 
and services, and to have the same performed, and, 


ramii 


an case any page shall neglect his duty, to report 


the same to the Clerk, who shall discharge him, or 
make a. proper reduction of pay for such neglect. 

That it shall. be the duty of the. Doorkeeper, 
whenever any new fúrnitüre or repairs of 
the old furniture of the House of... Repre- 
sentatives be. needed, to apply. to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, who shall, if in his opi- 
nion it be necessary, give a -written order to the 
Doorkeeper to have the same procured, and the 
Doorkeeper shall procure such furniture and re- 
pairs, on the best terms on which the same can be 
had, and shall report to the Commissioner the par- 
ticulars of such furniture and repairs, and said 
Commissioner shall carefully examine the same, 
and report to the Clerk his estimate of the value of 
said furniture and repairs, and the same shall be 
by him reported to the Committee of Accounts. 

That the Doorkeeper shall, immediately after the 
adjournment of the House, on each day of its ses- 
sion, cause the paper, candles, and other stationery 
and property of the House to be saved and pre- 
served, so that no part shall be destroyed or used, 
except for the use of the members of the House. 

That it shall be the duty of the Doorkeeper to 
have all documents and papers which may be 
printed by order of the House, folded and printed 
before the speeches or other documents of members. 

That the officers of the House or pages or mes- 
sengers sha!l not be directly or indirectly interested 
in any contract for the supply of stationery or any 
furniture or property, or work done for the use of 
the House. ` sa j 

That it shall be the duty of the Doorkeeper. to 
collect, at the end of each session, all inkstands, 
sand-boxes, paper cutters, seals, and other statione- 
ry of the House, and to take an inventory of the 
same, and the same to keep and preserve for the 
use of the House; and no new stationery shall be 
purchased exceptto supply deficiencies, and no old 
stationery shall be sold or disposed of, except it be 
damaged or injured, so as to be unfit for use, (and 
then only by erder of the Committee of Accounts.) 
And when a successor shall be appointed, to de- 
liver over to him the stationery and other property 
of the FIc use, with the inventory thereof. 

That the Doorkeeper shall hire, at the lowest 
price for what they can be had, a suitable number 


-of horses for the transportation and distribution of 


the mail of the House to and from the Post Office, 
and to the lodgings of the members, and for such 
other necessary business as may be, from. time to 
time, required; and he shall superintend the faithful 
performance of the duties. of the messengers em- 
ployed in this sefvice; and shall report to the Clerk 
of the Fouse a statement of the persons employed, 
and the terms of the contract, which shall be re- 
ported to the Committee of Accounts;- and the 
Doorkeeper, or other officer of the House, shall not 
be directly or indirectly interested in any such con- 
tract or undertaking. 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House shall, 
at the commencement of each session of Congress, 
designate to the Secretary of the Treasury some 
safe and suitable bank, or place of deposite, in 
which the Secretary of the Treasury shall deposit 
the money for the mileage and per diem pay of the 
members of the House of Representatives, subject 
to be drawn ont by the check of the Speaker, en- 
dorsed by the member of the House entitled to 
mileage and per diem pay. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to keep the accounts for pay and 
mileage of the members of the House, to prepare 
checks for members, and, if required to do 50, lo 
draw the money on such checks for the members, 
the same being previously signed by the Speaker, 
and endorsed by the member in whose favor the 
same may be drawn, and pay over the same to the 
member entitled thereto. 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms give bond, 
with security, to the United Statés,in a sum not 
less than five, nor more than ten thousand dollars, 
at the discretion of the Speaker, and with such se- 
curity as the Speaker may approve of, faithfully to 
account for the money coming into his. hands for 
the pay of the members of the House; and that, as 
a compensation for his increased duties and liabili- 
ties, he be allowed the sum of three hundred dol- 
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r 
lars, to be paid out- of the contingent fund of the 
House. > ; 
PUBLIC PRINTING. , 
The Honse then resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution of Mr. HOPKINS. 


Resolved, That a select commitiee, consisting of | 


five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into allsuch abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the Federal Govèrn- 
ment, with a view to the speedy correction of the 
same, by the adoption of such a system of reform 
and retrenchment in the contingent expenses there- 
of, asthe public good may require; and that the 
said committee be instructed, also, to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Govern- 
ment -from the public press, by prohibiting, in fu- 
ture, every officer thereof, in-his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
‘nal to execute any portion of the public. printing. 
Mr. HOPKINS ‘made a brief rejoinder to Mr. 

Cusuman’s remarks. of yesterday, and adduced 

some additional arguments in support of the pro- 

position, both as a question of economy and for the 
preservation of the purity of the public press, by its 
disconnection from the patronage of the Govern- 

ment. . 

Mr. BOND followed on the same side, and went 
into a number of statistics and . details on the sub- 
ject, but, before he concluded, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the House passed to the 
orders of the day. ` 

Several bills from the Senate were read twice 
and appropriately. referred. 

The bill from the Senate for giving effect to the 
8th article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain being 
twice read— 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana moved to refer it 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HOWARD, in a few remarks, explamed 
the reasons why this bill should not go to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and moved to refer it to 
the Committee on Public Lands, as being the most 
appropriate committee; when 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion to.commit 
it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

- Mr, HARLAN then explained the reason why 
he thought the bill ought to go to the Committee 
en Private Land Claims. 

After a few remarks’ by Messrs. RICE GAR- 
LAND and WILLIAMS of N. ©. 

Mr. CRAIG. moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

After à few words by Messrs. LAWLER, 

. JOHNSON of La. HOWARD, HARLAN, POPE, 
aad RICE GARLAND, the motion to commit to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was disagreed to, and the bill was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

PRIVATE ORDERS. 

Mr. SHIELDS, with a view of facilitating the 
business of the House, moved that the House take 
up all bills which will not give rise to debate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped this course would 
not be pursued, because it wonld block up the 
whole business before the committee of which he 
was a member. 

Objection being made to this mode of proceeding, 
the House pursued the usual course. 

‘Tne House then took up the bill for the relief of 
John Downs; which was read a third. time and 
passed. F 

The House next took up the bill for the relief of 
A. Quertier and Albert, of New Orleans; which 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time 
to-morrow. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, April 2, 1838. 
DECEASE OF THE HON. ISAAC McKIM. 
As. soon, as the journal of Saturday had been 
read . 
Mr. HOWARD. rose and addressed the House 
as follows: ; f 
Mr. Speaker: 1 rise to perform a duty, the pain- 


-our joint representation, is no more. 


fui extent. of which I did not fully appreciate until 
the present moment. It is from the effort required 


to control the feelings which are struggling for the - 


mastery, that I am made sensible of the difficulty 

of the task. Sir, my friend and colleague, who 
lightened the toils and shared the responsibilities of 
After a brief 
but severe illness, Isaac McKim expired yesterday 
morning, meeting his fate with exemplary resigna- 
tion and composure. Conscious of his approaching 
end for many days previous to its occurrence,he look 

ed steadily at death as he drew near,step by step, wit- 
that unflinching courage which a quiet conscienc 

only can give. Feeling and knowing, as I now fee 

and know, that he had tried to do his duty, he 
looked forward without alarm, because he looked 
backward without self-reproach. His course 
thiough life had been the same as his conduct in 
this House, where, I am sure, he has not left an 
unkind feeling in the breast of a single member. 

Engaged in the active pursuits of commerce fiom 
an unusually early period of life, he was one, and 
perhaps the Jast, of that enterprising class of 
merchants, whose hazardeus, but successful, 
industry, some thirty years ago, . built up, 
at the same time, their own fortunes and the 
prosperity of the city which we partly represented 
upon this floor; but the liberality with which he 
dispensed his gains around him, was equal to the 
sagacity which he manifested in their acquisition. 
Two public schools, one founded by his father and 
the other by himself, have long made his name 
blessed by the destitute widow, to whose children 
the rich gift of education was thus benevolently and 
wisely imparted. The two hundred orphan boys 
who have habitually attended the school of Isaac 
McKim, may perhaps be t nconscious of the loss 
which they have sustained, but the tears of their 
widowed mothers, she’ in secret sorrow, will 
attest their mingled  ratitude and regret. Sir, 
to rescue from the temptations and dangers of 
idleness and ignora ce, any pertion of the youth 
of our country, is! . effect a work in which patriot- 
ism and philanth.opyeminently unite. But it was 
not in this instance alone that the kindheartedness 
of my deceased friend was manifested. I cannot 
call to mind a single individual in our extensive 
population whose loss will be moré felt or deplored. 
He has passed through life with such an unstained 
character, that all men of integrity knew him to be 
their proper associate. Mild and courteous in his 
deportment towards others, he followed, as a guide 
in his own conduct, that sincerity and honesty of 
purpose, upon which his friends never counted in 
vain. 

Next to his family, Mr. Speaker, his loss falls 
most heavily upon myself. Elected by the same 
constituzney, we have been, for some years, in the 
habit of the most unreserved communication with 
each other upon every topic relating to our public 
duties, and upon his strong sagacity I have been 
accustomed greatly to rely. His untiring attention 
to business has long been conspicuous in this 
House. Ne care, no time, no labor seemed to him 
t.o great to be devoted to the public service. In 
this House, amongst his constituents, in his State, 
and by hiscountry, his absence will be felt. Iton- 
ly remains for us to pay such respect to his memo- 
ry as is due to it, and, for that purpose, I offer the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved unanimously, That the members and offi- 
cers of this House will attend the funeral of Isaac 
McKim, deceased, latea member of this House 
from the State of Maryland, at 11 o'clock to-mor- 
row. 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to take order for superintending the funeral 
of Isaac McKim, deceased. 


Resolved unanimously, That the members and of- 
ficers of this House will testify their respect for the 
memory of Isaac McKim by wearing crape on the 
left arm for thirty days. : 

Resolved unanimously, That'when the House ad- 
journ to-day, it will adjourn to meet again on Wed- 
nesday next. dl 

The resolutions having been unanimously adopt- 
ed, the House adjourned over.till Wednesday, 


meeting to-morrow, (Tuesday,) at eleven o'clock; 


to attend the. funeral obsequies of the 
McKim. 

` The House then went mto Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. LEGARE in the Chair, and took up 

The bill for the relief of Joseph- Nourse, which 
was passed over, leaving it to keep its place on the 
calendar. ~ s 

Fhe committee next took up thè bill for the re- 
lief of Thomas Fillebrown, which was passed over 
without being amended. ; 

The committee then took up the bill for the re- 
lief of Nathaniel Goddard and others; which, after 
a few remarks by Mr. CAMBRELENG and Mr. 
RUSSELL, was passed over without any action 
being had upon it. 

The committee next took up the bill for the relief 
of Elisha Moreland, William Kennedy, and others; 
which, after some discussion by Messrs. BOND, 
LINCOLN, CHAPMAN, and WILLIAMS of 
North Carolina, 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the committee 
rose and reported to the House the bill for the re- 
lief of Thomas Fillebrown, which was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time on Monday next. 

Messrs. WILLIAMS and LAWLER, on leave, 
presented petitions. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


late Mr. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 2, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, made in compliance with a 
resolution of the 16th ultimo, in relation ‘to the 
French and Neapolitan indemnities; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. NORVELL was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. : 

The CHAIR also commucicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting a supple- 
mentary report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in relation to the preserva- 
tion of the records in the office of the Surveyors 
General: laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore railroad 
company, praying that the Government will refund 
to them the duties paid by them on imported rail- 
road iron: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NORVELL presented joint resolutions from 
the Legislature of Michigan, in relation to the con- 
ditional surrender to the United States of certain 
lands selected by that State for seminary purposes. 
The resolutions were referred to the Committee on 
the Public lands. 

Mr. N. also presented a joint resolution from the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of the appropria- 
tion of the whole amount of the estimate for the 
completion of river Raisin harbor: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Chambersburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, opposed te the practice of dueling; which 
was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, two memorials from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the Union: laid on the table. 
Also, two memorials from citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, on the subject of slavery: the question as to 
receiving them being laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of several petitions for pensions that had 
been referred to them 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Milligan, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The amendment of the House to the bill direct- 
ing the expenditure of the appropriation for remov- 
ing the troops of the United States from Fort Gib- 
son, was considered, and concurred in. 

The bill from the House for the relief of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton, was read twice, and re- 
ferred. - 

The bill from the House for the relief of Ebene- 
zer A. Lester, was taken up and considered, and, 
on motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Commitee: of the 


Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: A 

The bill.to remunerate the captors of the priva- 
teer Lydia, $ 

The bill for. the relief of Isaac Wellborn, jr. and 
William Wellborn. i 

The bill for the relief of William Eadus. 

The bill for the relief of David H. Maxwell. 

The bill authorizing the sale. of certain real es- 
tate belonging to the United States at Bath, in 
Maine, and the proceeds thereof to be applied to 
the purchase of another site and the building of a 
custom-house. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Van Campen; and 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Everard Mead, deceased. 

DEATH OF THE HON. ISAAC McKIM. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, by Mr. Franxuin, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. Isaac McKim, a 
member of that House from the State of Mary- 
land, and that his funeral would take place from 
their hall at‘11.o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows: : 

Mr. Presipent: In the absence of both the Se- 
nators from Maryland, I have been requested by 
the delegation in the other House from that State 
to move a concurrence with the resolutions of the 
House of Representatives, in honor of the memory 
of the deceased. 

A few days since he was amongst us, in all the 
vigor of health. Within a few hours only betore 
his death, he was actually engaged in the faithful 
discharge of the arduous duties assigned him by his 
country. He is now gone; and those who esteemed 
him and loved him, will see him no more. 

Mr. McKim was emphatically the author of his 
own fortunes. He commenced life in very maderate 
circumstances, without the patronage of influential 
friends. His industry and energy, under the guid- 
ance of a clear and discriminating intellect, enabled 
him to amass a fortune, not only ample, but magni- 
ficent. 

He not only knew how to acquire property, but 
he knew how to use it. The accumulation of 
wealth in him did not beget the passion of avarice. 
Go to the city of his residence, and the inhabitants 
can point out innumerable instances of his noble 
charities, and monuments of his munificence and 
liberality. 

He had reached a good old age. He had been 
honored by his fellow-citizens with a seat in the 
Senate of his State, and he had often been elected 
to fill the station he lately occupied. We his asso- 
ctates knew that, although he was unassuming and 
unpretending, be brought into our councils a stock 
of useful and practical knowledge possessed by 
few men. 

The reflection that he lived worthily, and died 
probably without a single enemy, will comfort, 
and in some degree alleviate the sorrows, of her who 
was the partner of his bosom and sharer of his 
joys and griefs, and those relatives and friends who 
new deplore his loss. 

Mr. GRUNDY then submitted the following re- 
solution, which was adopted unanimonsly: 

Resolved unanimously, That the Scnate will at 
tend the funeral of the Hon. Issac McKim, late a 
merte of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Maryland, at 11 o’clock to-morrow; and, 
as a testimony of respect for the memory of the de- 
ceased, they will go into mourning by wearing 
crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

The Senate adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 
e’clock, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
® Tuespay, April 3, 1838. 

FUNERAL OF THE LATE HON. ISAAC McKIM, 

Pursuant to order, the House of Representatives 
convened a few minutes before 11 o’clock, for the 
purpose of attending the fuaeral obsequies of the 
Hon. ISAAC McKIM, late a Representative in 
Congress from the State of Maryland; which were 
performed in conformity to the order of arrange- 
ments: 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


ORDER OF ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE FUNERAL OF THE HON. ISAAC McKIM, 
Late a Representative in Congress from the State of Mas 
ryland. 

The Committee’ of Arrangements and. Pall- 
bearers will attend at the late residence of the de- 
ceased, at Gadsby’s Hotel, on Pennsylvania avente, 
at 10 o'clock, a. m. Tuesday, April 3d; at which 
time the remains will be removed, in charge of the 
Committee of Arrangements, attended by the Ser- 
Seant-at-armus of the House of Representatives, to 
the Hall of the House. 

At 2 o'clock, p. m. funeral service will be per- 
formed in the Hall of the House of Representa- 
lives, and, immediately after, the procession will 
move to the Railroad Depot, on Pennsylvania ave- 
ue, in the following order: 

The Chaplains of bcth Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements, viz: 

Mr. Howarp, of Maryland. 

Mr. Apams, of Mass. Mr. Grascocx, of Ga. 
Mr. Camrreienc, N.Y. Mr. Jounson, of La. 
Mr. Taiarerro, of Va, Mr. Miter, of Mo, 
Pall Bearers, viz: 
Mr. McKay, of N.C. Mr. Incnam, of Conn. 
Mr. Wintriesey, of O. Mr. Yeu, of Ark. 
Mr. Lyon, of Ala. Mr. Sovrnaate, of Ky, 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators from Maryland, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Fouse of Representa- 
tives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President and their Secretary. 
The other officers of the Senate. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 

The body will then be placed in the car which 
will be provided for the purpose, and carried to 
Baltimore, attended by the chaplains and physi- 
cians, the committee of arrangements, the pall 
bearers, the delegation from Maryland as mourners, 
and such of the officers and members of the two 
Houses of Congress as may be able to attend, for 
whom cars will be provided. 

On the arrival of the procession at Baltimore, it 
will move to the place of interment, in the order 
which is designated above. 

Arrangements have been made for the return to 
Washington, on the same evening, of those who 
may attend the body to Baltimore. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, April 4, 1838. 


THE LATE DUEL. 


Memorial on the subjeet of the late duel were 
presented by Mr. CUSLIMAN, of New Hamp- 
shire; Mr. FAIRFIELD, of Maine; Messrs. GRAY, 
PECK, PRATT, and BIRDSALL, of New York; 
Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont; Mr. CUSHING, 
of Vermont; and Mr. WEBSTER, of Ohio; all of 
which were referred to the select committee having 
that subject under investigation. 

(Mr. Cusuman presented the petition of Brad bu- 
ry Bartlett and other citizens of Nottingham, New 
Hampshire, praying an investigation into the facts 
relative to the late duel between two members of 
Congress. | 

[Mr. Farrererp presented the following petitions 
upon the subject of the late duel; which were refer- 
red to the select committee having that subject un- 
der consideration, viz: Moses Sweat and 20 others, 
citizens of Parsonsfield; the same and 115 others, 
citizens of Parsonsfield; Joseph Hiltan and 81 
others, citizens of Brewer; Wait W. Keen and 84 
others, citizens of Brewer; Abel Gibson and 78 
ethers, citizens of Brownfield; Daniel Osgood and 
79 others, citizens of Brownfield; Isaac A. Thayer 
and 38 others, citizens of Oxford; Jairus S. Keith 
and 39 others, citizens of Oxford; James Leach, jr. 
and 51 others, citizens of Penobscot; Wilson Car- 
penter and 33 others, citizens of Penobscot; Elias 


M. Carter and 53 others, citizens of Bethel; all in 
the State of Maine; and. Samuel Foljambe and 44 
others, citizensof the State of Ohio] 0 

(Mr. Fiercuer, of Vermont, presented the pe- 
tition of Wm. Heywood, jr. and 25, sitizens. of 
Guildhall, praying Congress to interfere and pass a 
law against duelling.] i n Sas 
` [Mr: Wensrer, on leave, presented the petition 
of many citizens of Hamilton and Rossville, and 
their vicinities, on the subject of the late duel and 
against duelling; which was referred to the select 
committee. ] i 

[Mr. BiroDsaLL presented the memorial of Ee 
Price and 157 others, inhabitants of the county of 
Wayne, N. Y. praying the expulsion by Congress 
of every member of that body criminally engaged 
in the duel which resulted in the death of the Hon. 
Jonatuan Crntey. Also, the memorial of J. W. 
Patton and 244 others, inhabitants of the county 
of Wayne, N. Y. praying Congress to expel every. 
member thereof, who, on investigation, shall ap- 
pear to have been engaged in the duel between 
Messrs. Cittey and Graves; which, on motion of 
Mr. B. were referred to the select committee having 
the subject under consideration, ~ 

Mr. B. asked leave to present the memorial of 
Thomas McClintock and 36 others, Waterloo, 
New York, praying the House to rescind the reso- 
lution of Mr. Patton, of the 21st day of December, 
1837; which was received, and laid on the ‘table.] 

[Mr. Peck presented the petition of W, H, Stan- 
ley, and sundry other citizens of Gunson, Living- 
ston county, N. Y. on the subject of the late duel. 
Also, a similar petition of Shepard Pierce, and 291. 
other citizens of Livonier, Livingston county, N.Y. 
Also, a similar petition of J. A. Campbell, and 100 
others, citizens of Lima, Livingston county, N. Y.] 

Memorials on other subjects were presented by 
Messrs. WISE, PICKENS, S. WILLIAMS, 
THOMPSON, HENRY, and BRONSON, (for 
Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, who was in attendance 
before a select committee of the House.) 

[Mr. Henry presented the petition of George 
Casspady of Mercer county, Philadelphia, asoldier 
of the late war, who had his arm shot off in the 
battle of Chippewa, and prays Congress for an in- 
crease of his pension: on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

Mr. JOHNSON of Md. on leave, submitted the 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: ` 

Resolved, That the Speaker communicate to the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, that a vacancy 
has occurred in the representation. of the House 
of Representatives, by the decease of the Hon. 
Isaac McKim, late a member thereof from that 
State. i 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked leave to move an order 
that; from and after this day, the House mect at 11 
o'clock, a. m. until otherwise ordered; but it was 
objected to. 


Mr. PRATT asked leave to offer a resolution 
directing portraits of the five first Presidents to be 
executed by American artists, and placed in the 
Executive mansion; but it was objected to. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION, 


Mr. WISE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and 
propriety of repealing the Jaws providing for an 
exploring expedition, and of converting, by law, 
the vessels fitted out for the said expedition, into a 
squadron to be stationed on the Atlantic, coast of 
the United States, to ascertain the soundings of its 
shoals, inlets, channels, bays, rivers, creeks, and 
harbors; to instruct the officers of the navy in the 
pilotage of our own waters; to train them in.sea- 
manship; to afford relief to vessels in distress; and 
to protect our coast. i 

Objection being made, of os 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, premising that this was a 
subject of considerable importance, moved á sus- 
pension of the rule, : : 

Mr. WISE remarked, that the adoption of the 
resolution instanter was indispensable, inasmuch 
as the appropriations for the expedition were al- 
ready embraced in the annual navy bill. 

The House refused te suspend the rule. 


Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina asked leave 


to submit the following: ; 

Resolved, That this House will, -from -and after 
Monday: next, meet daily at 11 o'clock, a.m. until 
otherwise ordered. 

Objection being made, 

My. G. moved. a suspension of the rules, and 


asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, ' 


and were-—-yeas 110, nays 29. So the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio then moved to 
amend the resolution, so as to take a daily recess 
from 2 ull half-past 3 o’clock. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG, WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, REED, 
POPE: and BOON in opposition to, the amend- 
ment, and by Messrs: WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
and REED in its support, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY asked for: the yeas and 
nays, but they were refused; and it was further dis- 
cussed by Messrs. LEGARE, WILLIAMS. of 
North Carolina, and CAMBRELENG in opposi- 
tion, when the amendment was rejected without a 
division, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DAWSON then rose and said that, as a 
member of the Committee on Mileage, he had. re- 
ported a bill on that subject, which it was absolute- 
ly necessary should. be either passed or rejected. 
He, therefore, moved a suspension of. the rules, in 
order to take up ‘and consider that bill; but the 
House refused. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

Pursuant to order, the House took up the resolu- 
tions in relation to the duties of the officers of the 
House. + 

[They are published at length in the “Globe” of 
Saturday evening last.] 

The resolutions having been read, the first was 
taken up, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Re- 

*presentatives appoint a competent number of pages, 
not exceeding twelve, and between the ages of 
twelve and sixteen years, who shall be paid out of 
the contingent fund of the House, one dollar and 
fifty cents per day, in full for their services. 

Mr. MecKENNAN moved to amend the first, 
so that it should not affect the pages now in the 
employ of the House, by limiting its operation to 
the next session of Congress. 

Messrs. JOHNSON. of Maryland, JOHNSON 
of Virginia, and CONNOR spoke briefly against 
the amendment, when it was agreed to—ayes 67, 
noes 62. 

Mr. HAYNES moved further to amend the first 
resolution, by giving the appointment of the pages 
to the Doorkeeper instead of to the Clerk. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to add the words, ‘ with 
the approbation of the Speaker,” which Mr. H. 
accepted as a modification. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HAYNES, 
ADAMS, JOHNSON of Maryland, and MASON 
of Ohio, the amendment was agreed to, 73 to 51. 

Mr. CONNOR moved that ten boys be employ- 
ed, instead of the proposed number of twelve, 
which was disagreed to. 

The other resolutions were also discussed at great 
length, amended, and, in their amended form, seve- 
rally concurred in. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Acting Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report of the Chief Engineer, containing 
certain information respecting the harbor of St. 
Louis. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to th 
Committee on Commerce. 

2. From the same, transmitting a report of the 
commissioners appointed to lay out the military 
foad-on the Western frontier. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, referred to the 
Committee on Military. Affairs. 

3. From the same, transmitting a report of the 
Commanding General, and accompanying. docu- 
ments, from. which can be derived information of 
the number and composition of the military forces 
ia Florida during the year 1837. 

On motion of ‘Mi. McKAY, referred to the same 
committee. 

-4, From the same, in relation to the commercial 
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intercourse. between the British provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, and the United States. 

On motion.of Mr. FAIRFIELD, referred to the 

Committee on Foreign. Affairs. 
. 5. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a supplementary. report from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office in relation to the 
preservation of the records in the offices of the 
Surveyors General. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands: 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, on leave, laid on 
the table an amendment he propesed to submit to 
the Pre-emption right bill; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion, The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, April 4, 1838. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Fayette county, Indiana, praying the 
establishment of a certain mail route: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of Hiram 
Todd, Cyrus Taber, and Alexander Hamilton, 
praying the passage of a law vesting the right of 
certain Indian reservations to them as reservees: 
referred to the Committee on public lands. 

Mr. BAYARD presented certain papers, as.evi- 
dence in the case of Alex. McCrae, a soldier in the 
late war; which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
Mississippi and Alabama railroad company, ask- 
ing for a donation of land, etc. referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the resolutions of the 
General Assembly of Maryland, in relation to the 
currency generally, and in opposition to the Inde- 
pendent Treasury: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Coismittee on Roads 
and Canals, moved to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of William Ban- 
croft; and also {rom the memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin: which was concurred in. 

Mr. (DAVIS, agreeable to leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Silas Elbert, de- 
ceased, and for other purposes; which was twice 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would on to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Philip Barber, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. KNIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king a survey of the harbor of Providence, R. I 
preparatory to the removal of a sand bar or de- 
posite at the entrance of the harbor. 

Mr, WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported, without amendment, the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the support of the army for 
the 3 year 1838. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Wellborn, jr. and 
Wiluam Wellborn. 

The bill for the relief of Doctor David H. Max- 
well. 

The bill for the relief of William Eadus. 

The bill to remunerate the captors of the priva- 
teer Lydia. 

The bill authorizing the sale of certain real estate 
belonging to the United States at Bath, State of 
Maine, and the appropriation of the proceeds to 
the purchase of a site, and the building a custom~ 
house at that place. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Van Campen, 
and 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Everard Mead, deceased. 


The following bills from ‘the House were seve- 


rally read twice, and referred: 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton; 
The bill for the relief of ‘Capt. John Downes; and 
The bill for the relief of A. Curtier and Albert, 


-of New Orleaus. 
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On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill: making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1838 was taken.up. 

The following. amendment, reported by the:Com~- 
mittee on Finance, being under consideration: ... 

Add to the end of first: section, Provided, That 
there shall exist in the President and the Postmaster 
General the same power to transfer funds from, one 
to another head of appropriation between the ap- 
propriations above made for the service of the Ge- 
neral Post Office, as exists in the President and any 
other head of an Executive department. to. transfer 
funds appropriated under one head to the service of 
another, in any other branch of the public servicé, 

After some remarks from Mr. CRITTEN DEN, 
in opposition to the amendment, and from Messrs. 
WRIGHT, NILES, and GRUNDY, in its snp- 
port, the amendment. was agreed to, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend, the bill 
by inserting a proviso that the above appropriations 
for the Post Office Department, together with the 
salary of the Postmaster General, shall be paid 
out of the revenues of the Post Office which are or 
may be paid into the Treasury agreeably to the 
act of 2d Jnly, 1836. 

After some remarks from Messrs. GRUNDY, 
WRIGHT, and NILES, in opposition. to the 
amendment, and from Mr. CRITTENDEN, in its 
support, the question was taken, and the motion 
to amend was lost without a division. 

The amendment was then ordered to be engross- 
ed, and the bill, as amended, to be read a third 
time. i 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

The bill directing the. transfer of moneys un- 
claimed by certain pensioners, and the payment of 
the same at the Treasury of the United States, was 
taken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Senate took up 
and considered, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill to establish a criminal court in the District of 
Columbia; and, after an amendment, it was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to prohibit the giving. or accepting a 
challenge to fight a duel in the District of Colum- 
bia, and the punishment thereof, was taken up, the 
question being on the amendment offered by Mr. 
CLAYTON. a 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, the 
bill was passed over informally; and 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1838; 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1838; and 

The bill directing. the transfer of moneys un- 
claimed by certain pensioners, and the payment 
thereof at the Treasury of the United States, were 
severally read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, April 5, 1838. 

Mr. PATTON moved the following, which was 
unanimously adepted. 

Resolved, That Winuiam J. M’Cormick be ap- 
pointed postmaster of this House. f 

ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER.. 

Mr. McKENNAN then asked the consent of the 
House to take up the resolution providing for the 
election of a principal Doorkeeper ón. Monday 
next at 2 o’clock. 

Objection being made, the rules were suspended, 
92 to 34. 

Mr. GRAY then ‘moved to insert to-day at one 
o’elpck. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped this motion would 
not prevail. There were several urgent appro- 


- priation bills before the House, and this was the 


only public business of. the present week. 
The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 69, noes 


73. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky said-he thought 
there were officers enough already, and he there- 


> fore moved to*postpone the resolution till the first 
‘Monday in December next. 
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» Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas, and 
nays; Which. were ordered. ; 

~ Mr. BOON stated, briefly, why he should vote 
for: the: postponement, 
principle involved in this question; for,.independent 
ofthe House having got along-very well:-with the 
present. Assistant Doorkeeper for the best part of 
three sessions, there was another principle in it still 
stronger, viz: that the House did, on the annun- 
ciation of the death of the late Doorkeeper, direct 
his fall salary to be paid to his widow till the end 
of the present session of Congress. Mr. B. did 
net envy the widow at all; but the same principle 


would apply as forcibly, and with as much justice, | 


to every member of the House who might die 
during his term of service, and his per diem for the 
whole session paid to the widow. Now, he could 
not go for this principle, and more especially with 
the lash over him for extravagance, and the com- 
‘parisons recently made between the expenditures of 
the House under this and the late Admfnistrations, 
and former ones, every small and trifling item 
having been industriously enumerated. If other 
gentlemen were disposed to do so, they had a per- 
fect right, and on them would rest the responsibility 


of paying a double salary for the performance of | 


the duties of one officer. 
After a few words from Messrs. HAYNES, 


EWING, BRONSON, and TAYLOR, against | 
postponement, and a brief rejoinder by Mr. BOON, | 


the question was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 74, nays 91. 

So the House refused to postpone the resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky then moved to 
amend it by adding the following: 

Resolved further, That the office of, Assistant 
Doorkeeper, from and after the election of Door- 
keeper, be dispensed with. Lost. 

Mr. RUSSELL then moved to amend by striking 


out “on Monday next, at 2 o'clock,” and inserting | 
« forthwith;” which was agreed to, and the resolu- | 


tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

Before the House proceeded to ballot— 

“Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, moved the fol- 
lowing order: “That in the ballotings for Doorkeep- 
er the individual who receives the smallest vote 
-shall be dropped, and soon,” but it was disagreed to. 

The House then proceeded, and the following 
nominations were made: 

M:. GRANT nominated Mr. Lindsey. 

. HALL nominated Mr. Whitcomb. 

. TAYLOR nominated Mr. Folansbee. 
. SERGEANT nominated Mr. Burch. 
' PATTON nominated Mr. Dade. 

. HAYNES nominated Mr. Beale. 

. CARTER nominated Mr. Hamilton. 
. TURNEY nominated Mr. Williams. 


. RIVES nominated Mr. Hungerford. 
.S.W. MORRIS nominated Mr, Patton. 
. CHAMBERS nominated Mr. Washington. 
, ATHERTON nominated Mr. Harrison, 

Mr. HOFFMAN nominated Mr. Palmer. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of ‘Tennessee nominated Mr. 
McCormick. 

Mr. EVANS nominated Mr. Weightman. 

Mr. SHIELDS nominated Mr. Addison. 

Mr. LAWLER nominated Mr. Mount. 

Mr. COLES nominated Mr. Sangster. 

Mr. HAWKINS nominated Mr. Barke. 

Mr. GRANT, Mr. HALL, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. 
SERGEANT, and Mr. HAYNES, were appointed 
tellers. 

There were six ballots, the last of which resulted 
as follows: 

Whole number of votes - - - 
Necessary to a choice ~- - - 


177 
89 


For Mr. Folansbee - - - 91 
Mr. Beale - - - - 70 | 
Mr. Washington - - - 12 

Scattering - - - - 4 


So Mr. Folansbee was declared to be duly elect- 


ed, and took the oath of office. i 
The following message in writing was received 

from the President of the United States by the hands 

of his private Secretary:. : 

` To the House of Representatives of the United Slates: 
Lherewith transmit to the House of Representa- 


He dissented from the | 


. PENNYBACKER nominated Mr. Bogan. | 


A 
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tives a report from the Secretary of State, with. ac- 

companying papers, in. answer to. their resolution. 

of the 21st ultimo. < M. VAN BUREN. 
WASHINGTON, April 5, 1838. i f 


[The report was in relation to the destruction. of 


the Caroline, at Schosser.] : . : 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

Mr. LEGARE, on. leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed ta: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Mrs» Brown, daughter of Sergeant 
Jasper, the commutation pay of a subaltern officer, 
or such other compensation as she may be, in the 
opinion of the committee, entitled to under the laws 
and the practice of Congress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in relation to lands sold under the pre-emption 
laws; which, on motion of Mr. BOON, was laid 
on the table. 

The Senate's amendment to the general appro- 
priation bill was taken up and concurred in. 

Also, the amendment of that body to the bill 
relation to pension balances was likewise con. 
curred in. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


[Mr. Gray, of N. Y. yesterday presented the fol- 
lowing: The petition of 86 inhabitants of Truxton, 
Courtland co, N.Y. praying for the expulsion from 
Congress of every member thereof who was crimi- 
nally engaged in the late (luel, and that the per- 
sons so engaged be handed over to the legal tribu- 
nal of the State whose criminal code they had vio- 
lated. Also, the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Lansing, Tompkins co. praying the same. Also, 
the petition of sundry inhabitants of Tompkins co. 
praying the same. Also, the petition of sundry in- 
habitants of ‘Tompkins co, praying the expulsion 
of the surviving principal and the seconds in the 
late duel. Also, the petition of 171 inhabitants of 
Elmira, Chemung co. praying the passage of Jaws 
to prevent duelling.} 

IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 5, 1838. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Robert 
Berry, a soldier of the Revolution, praying for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the preamble and 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan, calling the attention of Congress to the 
expediency of making a survey of Detroit river, on 
the American side, to ascertain how far the chan- 
nel required improvement, with a view to defence 
in case of a war with Great Britain: referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to ` 


be printed. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the lega] representatives of Philip Barber, 
deceased; which was twice read, and referred, with 
the accompanying documents, to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of the Brothertown Indians, 


_ residing in Wisconsin, praying for a title to their 


lannds, and to be made citizens of the United States, 
and the same was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the resolutions of a large 
meeting of certain citizens of Hlinois, on the sub- 
ject of a mail route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice thai he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in a bill to grant a quantity 
of land to the Mississippi and Rock River Canal 
Company for purposes of internal improvement. 

The bill to establish a Criminal Court for the 
District of Columbia, was read the third time and 
passed. 

The Senate took up and considered, as in com- 


mittee of the Whole, the bill for the:relief of, the le- 
gal representatives of Henry Fisher, deceased. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to amend the bill, by ad- 
ding interest, at. the rate of six per ceat.; and after 
a debate, in which the amendment was supported 
by Messrs. BAYARD. and CLAYTON, and op- 
posed by Messrs: WHITE and N ILES, this 
amendment was rejected—yeas 10, nays 20; after 
which, the bill. was:orderéd to be engrossed ‘for a 
third reading. : > 

Mr. BENTON laid on the table the statement 
of the Missouri volunteers relative to the batue of 
Okechobee, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adoptedt 

Resolved, That ‘the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire: whether any additional sup- 
plies will be needed by the Treasury during the 
present year; and if so, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of raising said supplies, by selling the 
bonds given by the Bank of the United States of 
Pennsylvania for the United States stock in the 
late United States Bank, or by loans. * 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route direct from 
Palmyra, Missouri, to Shelbyville, the seat of 
justice of Shelby county. ` 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prohibit the giving or accepting a challenge to 
fight a duel in the District of Columbia, and fot the 
punishment thereof. f : 

Mr. PRESTON said he had no objection to’ the 
passage of a law against duelling, although he be- 
lieved that the common law, if properly enforped, 
was abundantly sufficient. It might be. that addi- 
tional legislation was necessary to enforce it; but if 
so, it was worthy the consideration of gentlemen 
who urged this measure, whether the insufficiency 
of the common law was not induced by a state of 
public opinion, (whether intelligent or not he would 
not stop to inquire) which was averse to the stefn 
execution of the law applicable to duelling. If this 
were so, the object which gentlemen had in view 
would not be attained by the introduction of other 
and sterner penalties. On the contrary, he (Mr. 
P.) thought they made thelaw more inefficient 
when they made it more severe, because it became 
more opposed to public sentiment, 

The practice of duellag, Mr..P. said, originated 
in, and was sustained by, public. opinion; and so 
long as it was so sustained, it would prevail, in de- 
spite of law, on that principle which had passed 
into a proverb, that when public opinion set its face 
against the measure, no law would be requisite. 
Gentlemen who were advocating this measure, 
seemed to think that laws against duelling had, in 
many instances, been successful in suppressing it. 
In that he thought they were mistaken, at least to 
the extent of the influence which they claimed for 
those laws. It might have happened, in a particular 
case, that publie opinion, by some. gross abuse of 
the practice, had been so raised against it, that the 
enactment of new laws had strengthened an? con- 
solidated the feeling of the community, so as to 
bring the institution of duelling into disrepute. 
Such was the case in Virginia; but whether that 
State had succeeded in checking the passions which 
gave rise to challenges, or had merely forced them 
into some more violent forms of ebullition, remained 
yet to be seen. 

Duelling had undoubtedly produced much folly 
and much misery, but at the same time it had miti- 
gated the indulgence of revengeful passions, which, 
taking the milder and more deliberate course, eva- 
porated entirely, or assumed a less atrocious. form. 
Was it not, asked Mr. P. manifestly less outra- 
geous upon receiving offence to senda challenge 
than to draw a dirk? Time. could then be had for 
reflection—for adjustment; but even should the af- 
fair be pushed to the extreme issue, there were cir- 
cumstances and chances which would go to. make 
it less objectionable than sudden and violent 
personal rencontres, It was not his purpose 
io vindicate the practice of duelling, or to 
enter into a fall digeussion of the proposed 
law, but. merely to notice some of the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator from Connecticut, 


-which he had heard with great regret, and which . 


he must be permitted to say with some little:de- 
‘gree of- indignation. That gentleman had thought 
proper to indulge himself in no measured terms of 
denunciation against the actors in a recent event, 
which the whole community deplored, and coupled 


with this indecorous attack ‘upon the gentleman, | 


whose'conduct is at this moment the subject of in- 
vestigation before the branch of the National Le- 
gislature. The very extraordinary declaration that 
‘this law is intended to protect the North against 
the South—protect [said Mr. P.] the North against 
the South!! Mr. President, the gentleman is under 
a mistaké, a grievous mistake! He thinks that if 
a gentleman from the South challenges one from 
the North, the latter must fight; that there is no 
escape, that his fate is settled, his doom fixed! 
Not sọ, sir! not, so, I am happy to relieve the hono- 
rable Senator from so painful a delusion. Fhe fight- 
ing a duel is matter of mutual consent. It is a 
rencontre agreed upon, and deliberately arranged, 
by both parties. The -challenged party agrees to 
be shot at, and agrees to shoot at the challenger; 
and, if indeed he had been rightfully informed, the 
challenged party had a wider field of selection and 
more important objects of choice than his adver- 
sary. ‘The challenged party first decided whether 
he would fight, then the time, the place, weapons, 
distance, every thing according to his own wishes, 
and if he falls, itis by means which he thought 
least dangerous to himself, and most so for hus an- 
tagonist. This voluntary agency seemed to have 
escaped the attention of the Senator. The mutual 
design and mutual capacity to kill have not been 
understood by him, nor has the very great advan- 
tage of being the challenged party—the advan- 
tage of selecting weapons with which he is familiar, 
and the challenger is not, and by hurrying the time 
so that familiarity cannot be acquired. It was 
aby omitting to consider such facts that the 
Senator thought all penalties should be decreed 
‘against the challenger, and that all sympathy 
was to be reserved for the challenged? This very 
extraordinary error, in point of fact, seemed to 
‘pervade all the gentleman’s logic, morality, and 
sensibility. The idea that the challenged party is 
bound to fight makes it necessary in his judgment 
‘to.pass a law for the protection of New England. 
The same idea induced him to stigmatize all the 
parties on one side, in a recent and most melan- 
choly transaction with alk the harshest epithets 
known to our language, and to charge them with 
the highest crimes known to our Jaws. In his 
(Mr. P’s) judgment, the introduction of so paiuful 
and exciling a topic could produce no good, and the 
style and temper in which it was treated, was alto- 
gether wrong. Every body lamented the sad ca- 
tastrophe, and he trusted the Senator would find no 
example or imitators of that bitter spirit which led 
him to mix up this matter with the rancor of sec- 
tional prejudice, and party politics. What justi- 
fication,.in point of morality, what excuse, in 
point of decency, had the Senator for thus 
dragging before the Senate, on charges of con- 
spiracy, assassination, and murder, gentlemen 
who are not here to be heard, and in regard to 
whom, if the Senator entertained these opinions, it 
was his duty to bring before a competent tribunal, 
to have his charges considered and examined—the 
courts were open to him! But mere, much more, 
than that, said Mr. P. the Senator is aware that at 
this very moment while he accuses, judges and con- 
demns, under the influence of a heated imagination 
and reused feelings, the subject of his declamation 
‘was undergoing investigation in the other end of 
the Capitol, before the committee of the House 
in daily session. I donot, said Mr. P. complain of 
the bitterness with which the Senator speaks of indi- 
viduals, that is a matter of taste or temper; but I do 
take strong exception to the wanton disregard of 
common justice towards individuals, in condema- 
‘ing them pending their trial, unheard and with- 
out testinfony.. The Senator puts the passage of 
the law upon the ‘ground of protection of him- 
self and his friends, and at the same mo- 
ment shows to what extent protection is 
needed by thosé whom he may choose to 
Select as the subjects of vituperation. Does the 
gentleman think that the infliction of physical in- 
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jury is the only way in which a man.can be 
wronged ? Is it less an assault and outrage upon 
him, to bring him upon this high-theatre to be 
exhibited-as a felon than to shoot at him? Is there 


but one kind of assassination? but one kind of` 


murder? Are bodily wounds those alone which 
are felt? When Virginia passed a duelling law, 
she enacted new and wider definitions of slander, 
which would éffectually suppress such expressions 
as those used by the Senator, if used elsewhere 
than in a privileged place. When'she undertook 
to suppress duelling, she also essayed to suppress, 
not only calumny, but also insult; and the great 


fundamental code.of morals, which enjoins that- 


“thou shalt not kill,” also enjoins that. “ thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” 
It inculcates upon us to keep our tongue from evil 
speaking, and exalts charity as the chiefest of 
virtues. 

Mr. P. contended that his section of the country 
was as fairly entitled to protection against assaults 
of that kind as that of the honorable Senator to any 
assaults from his quarter.. He knew how utterly 
futile was the pretence of sectional protection. It 
was equally offensive to the North and to the South: 
it was a mere phantom of the Senator’s fancy. He 
says the people of New England are averse to 
duelling. If so, he who declines a challenge com- 
mends himself to public opinion, and at once satis- 
fies his own conscience and fulfils the expectations 
of his own friends. The whole business of duel- 
ling is an appeal to public opinion. It is a mode 
by which public opinion regulates and restrains the 
exercise of that wild justice, as Lord Bacon calls 
it, which the infirmity of our own pature prompts 
us to take beyond the justice of the laws, or the 
morals of the people exempt society from the evils 
of inordinate passions, whether manifested by abu- 
sive language, by personal outrage, or under the 
forms of duelling. Doubtless, in the absence of 
the two first, the last would be rarely heard of. 


Mr. P’s object in troubling the Senate was rather 
to notice the remarks of the Senator from Connec- 
ticut than to discuss the bill. He doubted the ne- 
cessity forany penalty beyond that of the common 
law, which had so long been found amply suf- 
ficient in England; butif gentlemen thought that 
additional legislation was necessary, he had no ob- 
jection. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut rose in reply. He 
said that, for the purpose of making his views fully 
understood on this subject, it would be necessary 
for him to refer occasionally to the late duel, and 
that his object in doing so was not to create any 
excitement, or to produce unpleasant feelings in 
the minds of any persons, whether concerned in 
the late tragedy or not. It was necessary for him 
to bring into view that transaction, which was the 
primary cause of action on the subject in this body, 
and he wished distinetly to be understood as not 
intending to make a personal attack on any body. 
But if truth, which he should endeavor only to ad- 
vance, should excite such unpleasant feelings, he 
should regret it, though he would not shrink from 
doing what he conceived to be his duty on this, as 
well as on all other occasions. He should not 
have thought it necessary for him to occupy the 
time of the Senate on this subject further than he 
had done, had it not been for the remarks of the 
Senator from South Carolina, on which the ques- 
tion arose, whether it was necessary for Congress 
to pass a law for the purpose of preventing a repe- 
tition of that act, which has spread sorrow over this 
and the other body. If that act was one of com- 
mion occurrence, if it was one that the American 
people would submit to, he certainly would not 
ask Congress to suppress it. If, on the contrary, it 
was one that was abhorrent to their feelings and 
principles, and from which the American people 
sought to be relieved, he certainly should 
not be “prevented from urging the passage of the 
law. Some remarks made by him on a former 
occasion seemed to have deeply excited the feelings 
of the Senator from South Carolina. The Senator 
was indignant that he had called for the passage of a 
law to defend the Northern people from the attacks 
of the Southern. He believed that he did express 
something like it, and he believed there was a neces- 
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sity for it.. He meant no disrespect: to: the South. ` 
Their habits and feelings were different from those 
of the North, leading them to feelings and practices 
which the North condemned. The North hado 
such code of honor.as that spoken of by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina; or rather, as he. subse- 
quently termed it, an “thstifution,” which justi- 
fied them in taking the lives of their fellow men on 
light and trivial occasions. If they had wo such 
code, if they were governed by no sach faith, there 
certainly could be no necessity for passing this law 
for the purpose of protecting them against thém- 
selves; and, therefore, if there was a necessity for 
passing this law, it must, of course, be for the par- 
pose of protecting them against the South and 
Southwest, where this institution existed: A man 
of the North, whose character was not worth. a 
pinch of snuff, who had been charged daily in his 
own city, and under his own eyes, as being a mur- 
derer, a bank partisan, bought up by the bank, is 
spoken of here in terms infinitely more mild than 
those used towards him at the North, and uneon- 
tradicted by him. How was it? Did not his part- 
ner at the time charge him daily with being bought 
by the bank, and avow that he was a witness to 
the transaction? And did not a charge thus made, 
and uncontradicted by him, place him in the same 
position as his quietude under an insult would at the 
South? Was he warranted in giving this character 
to the man who was the principal disturber in this 
tragedy? How was it that this man, who dared 
‘not appeal to the proper tribunal at. the North, 
could come here in the presence of this Congress, 
select his comrades, (and where, he would. ask, 
were they from,) and enact a scene which they 
must all deeply deplore? Mr. S. then went on, at 
some length, to argue the necessity of passing this 
law for the protection of the representatives from 
the North who were opposed to duelling. And 
shall we, he asked, who are the representatives of 
more than one-half of the people of the United 
States, be murdered here at ‘the instigation of a 
worthless character, who has slandered the whole 
North, and who comes here, selects his member of 
Congress, and places his dagger in his hand?. It 
was painful to him to recur to the late tragedy near 
this city, but it was necessary for him to do so for 
the purpose of illustrating the subjett. What was 
the cause, and the whole cause, of this bloody deed 
and the loss of a most valuable life? It was 
merely, and nothing else on earth, because. the 
deceased refused, while a gun was pointed at him, 
to acknowledge a man to be a gentleman who was 
told every day, in his own State, that he was a vil- 
lain, and published as such in half the papers in 
the country. Now, was this valuable life taken 
away by a Northern man, or was it taken away by 
this man himself, wko dared not place his charac- 
ter before the proper tribunal of the country, but 
who came here and selected some instrument for 
his infamous work? This was the whole cause, 
and nothing else. The deceased was to be forced 
to acknowledge what thousands and thousands of 
persons did not believe to be true. 

After some further remarks in which Mr. S. very 
forcibly commented on the odious practice of duel- 
ling, he referred to some remarks of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Prestow,}] in which he 
dignified the practice as being an institution. Now, 
if duelling was an institution, he said, they had 
another institution at the South—that of slavery— 
to which the North was equally opposed; and it 
was worth while to observe how the two- institu- 
tions flourished together. He asked gentlemen to 
consider this, and make the most of it. He 
expressed no opinion himself. Mr. S. replied 
at length to that part of Mr. Preston’s argu- 
ment, duelling sometimes prevented a worse state 
of things—such as slanderous and abusive lan- 
guage, personal violence, &c. and said that they 
had a much better institution atthe North to prevent 
all this, which was their courts of justice, and that 
a resort to them was a- better vindication of cha- 
racter, and better protection against violence, than 
a resort to the duel. He concluded, by saying 
that he was willing to take the amendment of the 
Senator from Delaware, if it was supposed that it 
would afford adequate protection to the represen- 
tatives of the American people, who were opposed 


to duelling’ against those who belonged to the in- 
fected districts. ` 

Mr. PIERCE said: In much that the Senator 
_from'Connecticut [Mr. Surra] has said I fully con- 
cur; but if I have understood correctly, he has 
uttered some sentiments which I cannot permit to 
pass in silence. I cannot permit the idea to be re- 


ceived here, or go abroad, that New England de- . 


mands or requires special legislation for her protec- 
tion against any other section of this Union. [Mr. 
Smirx explained: he had not intended to favor any 
sectional law; his idea was that the habits of the 
North required no such law.] . Well, sir, T under- 
stood the Senator to say that the law was necessary 
for the protection of the North against the South. I 
regard it with a broader view. The object is te 
suppress an evil and immoral practice every where, 
and the measure most likely to prove efficient in 
the accomplishment of this object will receive my 
cordial support; but I cannet admit that the 
representatives of the people whom I have the 
honor in part to represent upon this floor, need 
any laws for their personal protection, which gen- 
tlemen from other sections of this Union do not 
need. The people of New England have shown 
on more occasions than one, that they well know 
how to protect the interests, the honor, and the 
glory of their country; and are the representatives 
of that people to ask at your hands special protec- 
tion for themselves? No, sir, never: we may not 
resist aggression successfully, but to use a part of 
a phrase that has become proverbial, we'll try to do 
it. If we fail, we shall not ask you to interpose 
your shield for our special protection. It was my 
intention to give a silent vote for the strongest mea- 
sure having prevention for its object that should be 
presented; and T do not propose now to discuss the 
provisions, either of the bill as reported by the 
committee, or the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Crayron.] While 
Tam up, I will make a single remark. My ac- 
tion on the occasion, will have no reference to the 
past. However strong may be my feelings, this, 
I am admonished, is not the time or place to express 
them. If have sorrows deep and abiding, they 
shall have no utterance here, but be left to Time— 


Comforter 
And only healer when the heart hath bled.” 


It has been said, in the progress of this debate, | 


and I fear with too much trash, that penal laws 
upon this subject in the States, where they have 
been enacted, have failed to produce the salutary 
influence that was earnestly to be desired, and pro- 
bably expected. That the form only has been 
changed; that street rencontres and assanits have 
taken the place of duels conducted with the usual 
ceremony. We ars not withoul some evi- 
dence, that even the acceptance of the ordi- 
nary forms would not prevent these disgraceful 
and shocking occurrences. _We may be assaulted 
at our private lodgings by armed assassins; we may 
have our limbs shattered, or our lives taken upon 
the streets, for the faithfal and fearless discharge of 
our duties here; but this certainly furnishes no rea- 
son for inaction. My main hope, however, I freely 
confess, of the salutary influence of this bill, if it shall 
become a law, is that it will come in aid of the moral 
sense of the community; that it will give tone and 
strength and power to what I sincerely hope may 
be public sentiment in relation to this practice. If 
my wishes shall be realized, it will reach not only 
duelling, but, through that omnipotent tribunal, 
(public opinion,) it will reach this relic of barbarism 
in every form which it can possibly assume. It 
has been well remarked by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] that those laws which are 
not sustained by public sentiment cannot be en- 
forced, and consequently remain as a dead letter 
upon your statute book. Sir, they are worse than 
a dead letter: they give countenance to iniquity, and 
boldness to vice. 

Butif Congress shall do its duty, the law will 
not be violated with impunity. The power is here, 
and if properly exerted we may expect the most 
heart cheering results. Let those privileges, 
touching the freedom of debate, secured to us 
by the Constitution for the wisest purposes, be 
sacredly observed, and let no man, directly or indi- 
rectly, become the instrument of their violation. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Nay, more: if public sentiment, upon this subject, 
is m an unsound and unhealthy state, let the 
work of reformation begin here. Let us check, on its 
first palpable indication, that spirit; which leads na- 
turally, if not inevitably, to personal conflicts, if in- 
dulged in assemblies constituted like the two 
Houses of Congress. Weare here to deliberate, to dis- 
cuss when we differ, but not to lacerate the feelings 
of each other by wanton and rude personalities; and 
let the individual who shall commit the first violation 
of your rules upon this subject be called instanter to 
the bar of the House, and required to apologise, on 
the spot, or be punished by expulsion from the 
body. I would cheerfully submit to this myself, 
and I will give my vote to enforce it upon others. 
This would unquestionably be the most potent, if not 
the only effectual remedy, so far as Congress is con- 
cerned; and if it shall ever be adopted in a single 
instance, the influence of that instance will not be 
lost in the remotest corner of this Union. Will it be 
said your rulescannut be enforced by such severe pe- 
nalties? How do you expect your severe penal laws 
to be enforced by others. Have the persons 
who are to administer the laws a nicer sense 
of justice and the proprieties of life, or more firm- 
ness, than those who make them. I take it gen- 
tlemen will hardly admit this. Sir, there is a mor- 
bid and unhealthy state of public sentiment here 
upon this subject. Itis not to be disguised The 
most conclusive evidence of it has been furnished 
from time to time, ever since [ have had the honor 
of a seat in either House. You know well what is 
the consequence, if personalities are directed to 
you, and you allow them to pass in silence. A 
personal attack leads necessarily tọ a personal re- 
ply—crimination to recrimination, and both to that 
which we deplore and desire to prevent. 

Now, sir, for some of the indications of the state 
of public sentiment to which I have alluded. 

When you are engaged in the discussion of 
questions of the highest importance, either great 
measures of policy or principles of constitutional 
law, calmly, dispassionately, like Senators, where 
is your audience? What is the condition of your 
galleries? Comparatively empty. But let notice 
be given, let it be understood for a single night 
that reminiscences are to be called up on the fol- 
lowing day, that the conduct of gentlemen here is 
to be carefully criticised and scanned in a manner 
that mnst, in all probability, lead to personali- 
ties in (he highest degree irritating, and what 
is the scene presented? You have then no naked 
walls. Galleries and lobbies are crowded almost to 
suffocation. The privileged seats are occupied 
eagerly, and atan early hour. Nay, even your 
passages and doors are literally blockaded. I refer 
to these things with no pleasure; but they 
are notorious, and disclose a state of feeling 
which gives countenance and nourishment to that 
spirit, which, if indulged, is at least likely to lead 
to ulterior results deplorable and fatal. I hope to 
see the day when there will be an instinctive 
shrinking in both Houses. of Congress from any 
thing like rude personality. If that day shall 
arrive, we may then expect here, and throughout 
the country, an end of this practice, which, in the 
abstract, must be condemned by moral and brave 
men, in whatever region they may have had their 
birth, or under whatever influences they may have 
been educated. 

Mr. President, 1 will not detain the Senate 
longer. I rose merely to say that I give to this 
measure my cheerful support for the whole Union, 
for the South as much as for the North; and that 
when the representatives from my native State 
upon this floor shall need any special legislation for 
their personal protection—when they shall cease to 
defend the honor and the rights of their constituents, 
and consequently their own, they will be regarded 
by that people as unworthy of their stations, 

Mr. PRESTON said that the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Prerce] had entirely relieved 
him from the necessity of replying to some paris 
of the remarks of the Senator from Connecticut. 
Nothing which the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire said could be intended to defend his 
section of country, for it never entered in his 
mind to throw any reflection on. the gallant people 
of the North and East. If he had forgotten their 


high reptitation for deeds of gallantry, he could 
never have heard the name of thé honorable Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire, or the name of the la- 
mented member of the other House, whose Joss 
they so much deplored, without remembering it. 

Mr. P. considered the allusions made by the Se- 
nator from Connecticut to the persons engaged in 
the duel, as altogether unnecessary; indécorous, 
and improper. He put it to the Senator, whether 
it was just or proper to bring that into discussion 
here, which was in a course of investigation be- 
fore another body.~ The Senator was an anti- 
duellist, and did not his ‘denunciations therefore 
fail, as much upon the unfortunate dead as upon 
the still more unfortunate survivor. If the sur- 
vivor had perished, would not those epithets have 
applied to his antagonist, who voluntarily engaged 
in the affair, and unfortunately became the victim. 
Was not the latter as active and efficient an agent 
as the other, and perhaps more so, as he selected 
the time and place and weapons? The honorable 
gentleman seemed to suppose there was some sort 
of moral coercion. Could he be vilified, abused, 
hunted from place to place, and published in the 
newspapers? Now this was the ground taken by 
all those who sent challenges. They cannot bear 
to be traduced, to be vilified, to be published in 
the newspapers, and therefore they send challenges. 

Mr, P. after replying at length to the remarks 
of Mr. Smitn, deprecated ‘his allusions to the per- 
sons engaged in the late. duel. They. were not 
sitting there as moralists or preachers, but as legis- 
lators, and if the decalogue informed us that we 
shall do no murder, the same decalogue also said 
“thou shall not bear false witness agaiust thy 
neighbor.” Whatavailed, he asked, all our virtues, 
if we have not charity. , SA 

Mr. GRUNDY spoke at some length against 
duelling, avowing himself favorable to any bill that 
would be most likely to suppress a.practice alike 
contrary to the Jaws of God and man. He main- 
tained that public sentiment was every where 
against the practice, whether in the North, South, 
East, or West. Even the very men who fought 
duels condemned it in their cool and reflecting mo~ 
ments. That méasure best calculated to suppress 
it, therefore, was certainly most to be desired; and 
upon reflection, he was of opinion that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware would be, after 
all, the most effectual means of doing so. The 
original bill made the punishment: death, which, 
he believed, was altered at his suggestion,. by 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to confines 
ment in the penitentiary. The first was sup» 
posed too severe, and consequently: would not 
in all probability ever be carried into execution— 
the second was disgraceful, and not likely from 
that cause to be often inflicted. Well, what did 
the gentleman from Delaware propose! Why, in 
the first place, a fine of two thousand dollars, which 
toa man fond of his money was something! In 
the second—he was to be confined in the common 
jail fora period not exceeding two years! Well, 
that was something serious also, and likely to make 
men think of the penalty, when they were about 
to enter into any such rash engagements. The 
next proposition was to male them forever after in- 
eligible to any office of profit or trast under the 
Government. This last proposition, he seriously 
believed, would have more effect than the fear of 
death, or horror of the penitentiary. There was 
the clause that touched them in. a tender point. 
Those who fought duels were generally. the young 
and high spirited, whose sole ambition was to get 
into power and place: and when they found them- 
selves forever excluded by the passagé of, stich a 
law, they would be cautious how they infringed its 
penaities. ee a 

Mr. G. went into a long argument to prove that 
the neglect of communities to punish for duelling, 
grew more out of the difficulty.of proving the facts, 
than any indisposition to.punish. One of the causes 
why it had not been, so punished in this District, 
was, that, from its limited extent, while prelimina- 
ries were settled here, an hour’s ride enabled the 
parties to reach the confines.of other States,. where 
all the. disastrous consequences occurred. This 
amendment reached. the matter in ity. incipiency, 
and he trusted it might be adopted. 77 


position’ to the amendment. 
punishment: it préscribed sufficient to prevent the 
crime; ‘and he thought it would be partial and ùn- 
just in: its operation. 
office did not apply to members: of : Congress; and 
those: who would be: most apt to commit the offence 
would be from those sections of the conntry where 
dueling was tolerated. The #mendment would be, 
therefore,’ ‘partial in its operation. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business; after which, 

Tt adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Famay, April 6, £838. 
“THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on Jeave, presented the fol- 
lowing petitions upon the subject of the late duel, 
which were referred to the select committee having 
that’ subject under consideration: Thomas J. 
Stone, ‘and 91 others, citizens of ‘East Machias ; 
Timothy Ludden, and 66 others, citizens of Peru; 
andJames Lunt, and 66 others, citizens of Peru; 
all in the State of Maine. 

‘Mr. HALL asked leave to submit the following 
resolution, but it was objected to: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed 
on the nh of February last (in addition to any le-. 
gislative measures they may think proper to recom- 
mend for the suppression of duelling) be instructed 
to inquire into’ the expediency of providing, by a 

rule of the House, for the expulsion of any member. 

‘who; during the term for which he is elected, shall 

be concerned in a duel, either as principal or acces- 

sory, of who shall send, bear, or accept a chal- 
lenge; and ‘further to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by another rule of the House for the ap- 
pointment, at the commencement-of each session, 
of a standing committee, whose duty it shall be, 
p without special direction from the House, to exa- 
> mine’ summarily into any personal controversy 

arising between members, or in which a member is 
a party; and if necessary to the adjustment thereof, 
to report to the House what order, in their opinion, 
ought to be taken on the same, providing i in such 
rule for the expulsion or other punishment. of any 
member who shall neglect or refuse to comply with 
such order as the House may make in the premises, 

Petitions for private claims were, on leave, pre- 
sented by Messrs. SERGEANT and HEROD. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that a member be 
appointed on the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to supply the vacancy, occasioned ‘by the decease 
of the late Hon. Isaac-Mc Kim; which was agreed to. 

Reports from committees. 

: COMMERCE. 

Mr. PHILLIPS reported a bill for the relief of 
Robert Milnor. 

Mr. PHILLIPS reported a resolution directing 
the chart to be lithographed of the survey of the 


harbor of Lynn, in the State of Massachusetis; 


which was concurred in. 

Mr. CUSHMAN. reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, authorizing the sale of certain real 
estate at Bath, in the State of Maine, belonging to 
the United States. 

Mr. C. also moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of two me- 
morials—one from the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the city of New York, and the 
other from the City Council of the city of Boston, 
praying Congress to adopt measures to prevent the 
introduction of foreign paupers into the country, 
and that the same be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee of the House having a similar subject ander 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for building light-houses, boats, buoys, bea- 
cons, &é. and making surveys for the year 1838. 

Mr. 8. also reported. a bill to test the practica- 
bility of establishing a system of electro-magnetic 
telegraphs:for the United States. 

Mr. DeGRAFF' reported, without amendment, 
Senate bill-for the relief of John H. Jacobs. 

On' motion of Mr. DeGRAFF, the report of the 
War Department'on the survey of Eighteen-mile 
Creek, on Lake Ontario, was ordered to be printed, 
together with the accompanying map. 


Mr? PRENTISS made a few Steervafiona i in opf} 
He'did nót think the: | 


The disqualification as to: 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


“Mr. MASON of Virginia ane a-bill for the ` 
relief of Thomas Cushing. 


Mr. CASEY. “reported a bill panna: a bounty 


in land to the organized militia men, mounted 
militia men, mounted men’ and rangers, who de- 


fended ‘the country in- ‘the late war with’ Great `- 


Britain. 


‘Mr.-YELL reported a bill for the relief of Abra- 


ham Stipp of Indiana.’ 

Mr. CRARY rose and said: that some. three 
months ago, the House atithorized the’ printing of 
five thoasand extra: copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land: Office. He 
would be pleased to be informed by some: member 
of the Committee on the Public Lands, at what 
time the document would be laid upon our tables. 

Mr. CASEY stated in reply, that it'was upon 
his motion that the document in question was or- 
dered tu be printed. It was a matter in which he 


had felt some interest, and he had this morfiing in- ` 


quired of one of the officers of the House when it 
would be printed, and had been informed that it 


would be laid on the tables of members ina few © 
It had been delayed on account of the nim- ` 


days 
ber of maps accompanying the same. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
On this committee being called on for reports, 
Mr. WISE rose and begged leave to propound 
an inquiry to the chairman thereof: Some weeks 
ago, the House referred to that committee a reso- 
lution directing them to inquire into the expediency 
of receding this District, and’ this morning he had 
received sundry resolutions-reported by the Senate 
of the State of Maryland, expressing a willingness 


to accept the recession, and the inquiry Mr. W.- 


wished to propound was, whether the committee 
had prepared, or were preparing, a report on that 
subject, or whether they intended to report thereon; 
and if so, when it was probable they would do so. 
He would merely remark that it was a subject of 
much importance, and one which had already 
been gravely discussed by a portion, at least, of 
the District. 

Mr. BOULDIN stated, in reply, that he had been 
compelled to be absent for some time, owing to do- 
mestic circumstances, as he had apprised the House 
before leaving here. At that time the subject was 
under investigation before the eommittee, and un- 
der his own deliberate examination, and he could 
only now state that the committee wouid make a 
general response as soon es possible. His own 
mind was entirely made up, and he was prepared to 
make his individual answer with regard to the pro- 
priety ofa recession of the District at any time. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Daniel Duvall, deceased. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Philip Lightfoot. 

Mr. T. also reported a bill for the relief of the 
widow and children of Lieut. Jonathan Dyer. 

Mr. HARPER made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Thomas Graves and Solomon J. 
Graves. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. MAY reported, without amendment, 

nate bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle. 
INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER reported a bill fər the 
relief of John L. Allen. 

MILITARY APFAIRS. 

Mr. McKAY moved the printing of a plan for 
the defence of the western frontier, by General 
Gaines, and certain tabular statements in rejation 
to an increase of the army of the United States; 
which was concurred in. 


Se- 


Mr. McK.AY also moved that the Committee on | 


Military Affairs be discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolutions of the Governor 
and Legislative Council of Florida, respecting the- 
repairs “of Fort Marion and of the sea-wall at St. 
Augustine, upon the grotind that provision was 
proposed to be made for these works in bill No. 89, 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. McKAY also made a repert on the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of South Carolina, respect- 
ing the preservation of Sullivan's Island, recom: 


mending that the ‘appropriation “for : that: ‘object in 
bill No. 89 be increased so as to conform'i w 
estimates. 
Mr. MeKAY also made an unfavorable: report : 
on the petition of Sherlock S; Gregory. a 
-REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
-Mr.:-MORGAN reported a bill for the relief < of 


Henry Bush: 


Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill 
granting a pension to David W: Sleet, of the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported a 
bill for the relief of Mary Snow. 

` PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. |: 

Mr. PRATT reported a resolution to print 1000 
extra copies of the report of this committee. 

Mr. EVERETT moved its consideration at this 
time; but it was objected to, and the resolution, 
under the rule, lies over. 

“Mr. GARLAND moved a suspension of. the 
rules to enable him to submit the following xesolu= 
tion, and asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed:to inform this House, as soon as practica- 
ble, whether, in the present financial condition of 
the country and of the Treasury, it will not be most 
jadicioas and proper to make such appropriations as 
will préserve the public works from injury and di- 
lapidation alone; and if ‘such a course will not be 
judicious and proper, and then he inform the House 
whether some or all the estimates for the service of 
the year 1838 already submitted, for fortifications, 
the improvement of harbors ‘and rivers, the esta-: 
blishment of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, ‘the 
construction of roads, the service of the Indian 
Department, and for all other purposes, cannot 
be reduced without injury to the public service; 
and if such reduction can be made, that he de- 
signate what proposed appropriations may pro- 
perly be reduced, and how much; and further, 
that he inform the House whether some of the 
appropriations already made may not, without 
material injury to the country, be suspended for 
the present; if so, to designate them; ‘also, that he 
inform this House whether, if all the appropriations 
made are expended,: and those proposed are 
made, the amount now in the Treasury, or ésti- 
mated to come into it during the present year, 
will be sufficient to meet them; and, if not, what 
will be the deficit, and in what manner it is pro» 
posed to be met. 

The House refused to suspend the rales—yeas 
94, nays 55, two-thirds not voting in the affirma- 
live. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were then ‘taken up, 
read twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees. - 


COMMISSION OF CLAIMS. 

The House then passed to the special order, and 
went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. CORWIN 
in the Chair, on the bill reported by Mr. WHIT- 
TLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee on C: aims, 
“to establish a board of commissioners to examine 
and decide certain claims against the United 
States.” : 

The bill was sustained by Messrs. WHITTLESEY 
of Ohio, HENRY, CRAIG, and UNDERWOOD, 
and opposed by Messrs. ADAMS. and SER- 
GEANT; when, without taking the question, the 
committee rose, had leave to sit again, and, on 
motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the: ‘bill 
was made the special order for to-morrow. 

On motion, 

The Louse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, April 6, 1838. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Israel 
Beeler, in relation to a mill seat in the public 
lands: referred to.the Committee on the Public 
Lands. - 

Mr. SEVIER presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Arkansas on the subject of the pub- 
lic lands; laid- on the table, and ordered to’ te 
printed. ~ 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee 


-on Finanee'was discharged from the further cons 


sideration of various petitions and memorials 
had been referred to them. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee; re- 
ported'without amendment, the bill from the House 
fot the relief of Pelter and Albert. of New Or- 
leans. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Fischer, deceased, was read the third 
time, and passed, 

Mr. MERRICK presented the preamble and re- 
solutions of the Legislature of Maryland, asking 
further aid from Congress for the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal, or if that cannot be granted, a sarren- 
der of the interest of the United States in said canal 
in consideration of the large advances made for it 
by the State: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Commtttee on the 
Public Lands was dis¢harged irom the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Nathaniel Hamer, on 
the ground that a genefal law had been passed em- 
bracing his case. | 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill grant- 
ing a quantity of land to the Missouri and Rock 
River canal company; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: j 

The bill to amend the act for enrolling convey- 
ances, quietting possessions, and securing real es- 
tate to purchasers in the District of Columbia, 
passed the first day of May, 1832. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Dashiell; and 

The bill to extend the time for selling the lands 
granted to the Kentucky asylum for teaching the 
deaf and dumb. This bill was also read the third 
time, by general consent, and passed. - ` 

DUELLING IN THE DISTRICT. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prohibit the giving or accepting a challenge to 
fight a duel in the District of Columbia, and for 
the punishment thereof. “The question being on 
the amendment of Mr. CLAYTON to the amend- 
ment of the Committee on the Judiciary, punishing 
the offence by fine not exceeding $2,000, and by 
imprisonment in the common jail for a term not 
less than two years. 

Mr. LINN observed that when he yesterday 
proposed passing the bill over, it was not with the 
intention of making any further remarks on the 
subject, but that he might have an opportunity of 
consulting with the gentleman who introduced the 
bill, and the Senator from Delaware, who offered 
the amendment, as to the propriety of introducing 
some provision which would enable. the prosecutor 
under this act to obtain witnesses. He was of 
opinion that no punishment should be inflicted on 
the seconds and surgeons, and by this means wit- 
nesses might be procured. What would be con- 
sidered as a challenge would be a question for the 
jury to settle, as it would be impossible to define it 
in the act. - Gentlemen who intended to fight 
might evade the law in the easiest way in the 
world. ‘Fhey might send an invitation to take tea 
at some given spol, or make an appointment for 
any trivial and fictitious purpose, taking care that 
the true one should be understood. He thought it 
would. be the most difficult thing in the world to get 
testimony. 

Mr. CLAYTON said they could get rid of the 
difficulty by providing that the seconds, or any 
other persons aiding or assisting in the challenge, 
shall be competent witnesses, exempting them: in 
such case from punishment. 

Mr. HUBBARD inquired whether the ament- 
ment would now be in order. 

Mr. LINN did not purpose to offer an amend 
ment. He suggested it to the member who intro- 
duced the bill, and to the Senator from Delaware, 
who, asa member of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, seemed to have it peculiarly in his care. 
He proposed it to the latter, under the expectation 
that he would adopt it as part of his amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD expressed the hope that they 
would at once proceed to take the question on the 
amendment of the Senator from Delaware. If he 
understood the amendment, it was to make the 


that 


į profitable debate. 
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offence punishable by fine and imprisonment in the 
common jail, which he opposed at some length, on 
the ground that it was too lenient, and behind the 
legislation of all the States who had noticed the 
subject at all. The State of Delaware, he said, 
from which the gentleman who proposed this 
amendment came, and all the New England States, 
together with several others, had made this offence 
felony, and punished it by imprisonment in the 
penitentiary; and it appeared to him that they 
should not, in legislating on this subject, fall below 
the legislation of the States. 

Mr. LINN drew his conclusions directly differ- 
ent from the Senator from New Hampshire. If 
the gentleman would show him a case in any of 
the States where a man concerned ina dnel had 
been pronounced a murderer, or sent to the peni- 
tentiary, then his remarks would apply. As he re- 
marked the other day, he wanted to see a law pass- 
ed that would produce some practical effects, not 
such a law that a jury could not be found to carry 
into’execution. Hehad seen the effects of such 
laws in his own State. There the punishment for 
fighting a duel, where death ensued, was death, 
and yet men fought duels as if no law existed at 
all. But they had now a law in his State which 
was more effectual for the prevention of duelling 
than any law that had ever been passed. In cases 
as assault, all abusive words and defamatory lan- 
guage went to the jury in mitigation of the offence— 

Mt. BENTON. As a justification. 

Mr. LINN. Yes, sir, as a justification; and if 
that abusive member, the tongue, was permitted to 
have too free a license, the same license was per- 
mitted to the injured individual to redress his 
grievance. He thought if the same law was ap- 
plied to the Senate of the United States, there 
would be little more decorum than he had some- 
times witnessed. This law, of which he had spo- 
ken, had had a better effect in the prevention of duel- 
ling than any that had ever been passed, and he 
thought it would be better for the peace and har- 
mony of society if such a law was more generally 
prevalent throughout the United States. 

Mr. HUBBARD thought therr legislation should 
be governed by the wisdom and propricty of the 
measure, leaving the execution of the laws to those 
who had them in charge. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose under a 
high sense of duty to his State, to take part in this 
debate. He did not propose detaining the Senate 
a moment longer than was necessary to enable him 
to submit, in a very brief manner, his views on the 
important and exciting subject before the Senate. 
Representing, in part, oneof the great Western States, 
the opinions of whose citizens on this subject had 
never been expressed in this chamber, and firmly be- 
lieving, as he did, that it was important to their 
character at home and abroad that they should be 
fairly represented in this matter, he should offer no 
apology for addressing the Senate a few moments. 
He concurred entirely with the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. Grunpy]} in the 
impropriety of dragging into the debate the recent 
unfortunate affair between members of the other 
branch of Congress; and he regretted that a single 


i Senator had thought proper to recur in debate to 


that lamentable conflict. A recurrence to that cir- 
cumstance is calculated to produce excitement here, 
and unavoidably to disqualify the Senate to legis- 
late with that calmness and deliberation in which 
all highly penal laws should be enacted. If you 
examine particular cases, this debate cannot-be 
confined to the recent one: it will extend to many 


! other similar ones that have occurred at different 


periods of our national existence. The time of the 
Senate will be occupied in worse than a mere un- 
Senators will become excited, 
and crimination and recrimination will follow, as 
it may be supposed to operate on public opinion 
for or against parties or individuals; while the 
great principles of the bill will be lost in the per- 
sonal contests that may grow outof the debate. He 
deprecated such a course, and thanked the chair- 
man of the committee for his timely admonition. 
The recent unfortunate affair, he regretied to 
see, had been seized upon to feed the flames of 
party. It had been placed on party grounds, as if 
one party were duellists, and the other not. This 


„search in vain for it there. 
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“was an unjust and unwise ground on ‘which to - 


plače that or any other similar occurrence. On this 


| subject there were two parties, but they were not the 
political parties that divide the people of this na~ 


ee Tha 


tion. He was bound, in truth, to admit the fact,” 


; however much he might feel disposed to throw’ the ` 


mantle of oblivion over that part of the past his~ ` 
tory of the country, that neither of the great politi- ` 


cal parties can say, we are all’ exempt from all ° 


participation in that mode of deciding. personal “ 


difficulties, and yet all parties speaking were op- 
posed to this barbarous custom. 
party question; it was a question of vastly higher 
consideration than the meré political matters of the 
day. It was a question of lifeor death; of morality 
and religion on the one side, and immorality and 
crime on the other. It was a duelling and anti- 
duelling question. These questions can never be 
circumscribed by party boundariés, nor controlled 
by party considerations; they rise paramount to all 


This was not a: 


political restraints, and must stand or fall upon « 
those immutable and everlasting’ principles which | 


existed anterior to the formation of civil society. 


Mr. S. would briefly notice the objections that ` 


had been raised by Senators to any ‘action of this 
body on this subject. The Senate had been told 


that it was useless to legislate; that public opinion ` 


would not carry out their enactments; that the law 
would remain a dead letter on the statute book; 
that the freedom of debate would degenerate into li- 
centious personal abuse; that it was necessary 
to hold in terrorem over members of Congress this 
code of honor, as it was termed, to restrain them in 


the exercise of their duties here; that the common ` 


Jaw, that punishes the homicide with death, is sufi- 
cient for the protection of society; these, so far as 
he had heard, were the principal objections to the 
proposed measure; and, while he admitted that they 
had been urged with much zeal, he could not yield 
to the correciness.of the principles, nor to the. rea- 
sons by which they had been sustained, ‘The 
position had been assumed, and maintained with 
much force, that public opinion would not bear 


Congress out in this measure. Mr. S. be- 
lieved that the truth of the case was di- 
rectly the reverse. Public opinion was, at 


that moment, at the doors of the Capitol, 
in a voice of thunder requesting, nay, more, de- 
manding of Congress to arrest this blondy code, to 
stay this desolating and inhuman custom. Huma- 
nity and religion were suppliants in. these halls; 
and shall Congress turn a deaf ear to these đe- 
mands, these entreaties, these supplications? Pub- 
lic opinion opposed to action on this sub- 
ject! Impossible! Where would Senators find such 
a state of public opinion? ‘Would they find it in 
the Eastern, the Middle, or the Southern States? 
Senators say no! Where then? Did they look for 
it in the West, the great West? If so, they would 
He spoke with confi- 
dence of his own State, and had no doubt but that 
he spoke the language of the other Western States. 
He was aware that in early times nearly all of the 
assassinations, robberies, and murders of the world 
were located in the West, and prejudices had been 
excited against the Western people. Those preju- 
dices, however, had always been removed by an 
acquaintance with that people; and it was due to 
them, amongst whom he had lived over twenty 
years, to say, that the world does not contain a 
more industrious, enterprising, moral, law abiding, 
and honorable people. He entirely concurred with 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee, that the 
West required of Congress to pursue an efficient 
course on this subject, and would not be satisfied 
without such action. : i i 

Tt has been argued that the act, if passed, would 
remain a dead letter on the statute book; that it 
would not be executed. He could not admit such 
to be the fact. He was unwilling to believe that 
the public mind was so vicious; that there was such 
a morbid state of public feeling that jurors and 
courts would disregard their oaths to acquit the 
guilty, But even if this were admitted to be the 
case, it was no argument against this measure in 
his mind. ` Shall the Senate refuse to do its duty, 
lest it shall place ‘others. in a situation to violate 


their duty? Mr.-S. could not consent to falter in 


the discharge of what he believed to be his duty ta 
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himself; his ‘country, and his God, because it had 
been. suggested. by. honorable: Senators that jnrors 
would not convict, and the Executive would par- 
don where convictions should be-had. He had 
resolved in his own mind to be'governed by no such 
considerations. Efe would do his duty, and let the 
responsibility rest. with those were charged with the 


execution of the laws. With them and the people. 


be ite. He would satisfy his:own conscience, and 
represent what be believed to. be the opinion of his 
State on this subject. Let others do the same, and 
the law will not only be .passed, but he fully be- 
lieved it would be executed should its provisions be 
violated. : 

The common law will still be Jeftin full force. 
The bill does not contemplate interfering with the 
common law offence, or the common law punish- 
ment. It steers clear of the common law, and cre- 
ates and punishes, with imprisonment in the peni- 
tentiary, the offence of challenging, accepting or 
carrying a challenge, or aiding, or abetting in it, 
or posting, or publishing any person who may have 
refused to accept a challenge or fight a duel. Ina 
word, the bill punishes all the preliminary steps to 
the final duel. ` It meets the offender at the thresh- 
hold, and says to him, stop in your mad, in your un- 
lawfal, your-unholy career. You are treading on 
ground covered with ignominy and penalties. You 
must surrender your code of honor, and submit to 
the laws of that society under which you en joy all the 
blessings that surround you. Take not vengeance 
into your own hands. You shall not assail the life ef 
a fellow-being. Nor shall you wantonly put your 
own lifeat hazard. All the States had laws similar 
tothe bill before the Senate. The people had de- 
manded these laws. The District of Columbia 
alone remained unprotected. And shall this Dis- 
trict be left the only spot in the nation in which this 
work. of destruction, this waste of human life, this 
violation of the laws of God and man, shall be to- 
lerated and suffered to be carried on with impunity? 
It was already said that this was an asylum for all 
manner of wickedness and crime; that members of 
Congress, when here, were removed from those le- 
gal restraints under which they actin the States 
from which they came... Shall Congress give coun- 
tenance to this statement, by refusing to come up 
to this mark,. at least to the extent that the States 
have gone? He hoped not. Itwas here that much 
might be done to aid public opinion. He had lit- 
tle doubt but that the effect of the opinion of Con- 
gress on this subject will be greater on the public 
mind than even the penal enactments of the bill. 
Shall Congress not, then, set the example? shall its 
members not throw their influence into the scale of 
morality. and religion; and do all in their power to 
arrest this bloody, this inhuman custom? 

It has been. contended that if we pass this law, 
the freedom of debate will degenerate into licen- 
tiousness and personal abuse; that if Senators and 
Representatives in Congress are not to be held per- 
sonally responsible to the injured party for words 
spoken here of a personal character, the debates 
will become personal, vindictive, and insufferable. 
Mr. S. could not come to that conelusion. He 
thought the passage of the bill would have a saln- 
tary effect on the debates. Fle was, however, not 
willing, in the first place, to presame that any 
member of Congress would be willing to hazard 
his reputation so far as to violate that decorum 
which is due to himself and the body of which he 
is a member, in a manner to require personal satis- 
faction; and in the next place he thought it would 
be so obvious to every one that attempted such a 
course, that the aggressor would be the sufferer in 
the opinion of the body to which he belonged, 
that the unruly tongue would be sufficiently 
bridled. without a resort to that misnamed code 
of honor under which the duellist seeks satis- 
faction for his real or supposed wrongs. No 
man of respectability would venture his repu- 
tation by attacking, with calumny, a mem- 
ber thus situated. - But. again: Was there no 
other way of meeting the tongue of the slanderer 
than by a resort to deadly weapons? Was there 
no other remedy but‘to take the life of the de- 
famer, or suffer: your own to be taken by him, 
to satisfy the bloody requirements of this fancied 
code? Surely there. was: oppose truth to false- 


: hood. decorum to. indecorum, and .publie opinion 
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will always prove'a more salutary. and efficient 
protection to the character of the assailed:than all 
the duels in the world have ever done. 

It had been suggested in debate, that members 
who vote for this bill may be charged with asking 
a protection for their persons and characters, which 
they have not the moral courage to defend. He 
thought there was nothing in this. The moral 
courage of members of Congress was not 30 much 
doubted as was their prudent forbearance to bring 
that courage to the test on trivial occasions. . Few 
men lack courage: certainly more lack prudence. 
It had been wisely said, that true courage is not 
always found in rash adventures; nor does it follow 
that there is a defect of moral courage, where indi- 
viduals refuse to recognise that sanguinary and in- 
human custom, that dates its origin in the dark and 
barbarous ages, and which must, sooner or later, be 
entirely driven, by the force of morality, religion, 
law, and public opinion, from the shores of this 
enlightened nation, to hide its hideous face in the 
darker portions of the pagan world. 

Senators who concur in the opinion that the cus- 
tom of duelling was wholly indefensible, and ought 
to be arrested, still insisted that Congress cannot, 
by its action, effecta remedy. They contend that 
the common law, punishing the crime with death, 
cannot be enforced; that public opinion is “against 
it. To this it may be answered that the public 
mind seems naturally lo recoil from capital punish- 
ment; and all manner of excuses and doubts are 
thrown into the scale of the defendant on the trial, 
and every pretext is sought by -the Executive to 
justify the exercise of his clemency. The exemp- 
tiun from punishment not unfrequently arises from 
the awful nature of the punishment inflicted. Hu- 
manity shudders at the punishment of death, and 
mercy, the darling attribute of Deity, exercises, in 
those cases where that punishment is inflicted, a 
powerful influence over the human mind. Ad- 
mitting, then, all that has been stated as to the 
difficulty of enforcing the common law, it does 
not follow that Congress should not do all 
in its power to prevent the final catastrophe 
by punishing the preparatory acts; by providing a 
punishment proportioned to the enormity of the 
offence; by making the whole transaction infamous, 
from its incipient stages to the last act in the tra- 
gedy; by presenting a legal code, making that infa- 
mous which this false code of honor makes honora- 
ble. It is highly probable that cases would occur, 
in despite of all the laws there could be enacted. 


` Such was the case with every other crime, and 


why should it not be so with this? There were mo- 
ments in the lives of men, when, owing to some 
great exciling cause, they became alike reckless of 
human and divine laws, and rashly set both at 
defiance. But this admission is no argument 
against this bill that will not hold against all erimi- 
nal laws with equal force. We are notified of the 
cases that do occur, and they make an impression 
on our minds, while the thousands that are pre- 
vented by our laws are unknown and unobserved. 

In the case of duelling, Congress may not be 
able to prevent the commission of the offence in all 
cases. Desperate men, it is to be feared, will dis- 
regard all law, human and divine, and madly rush 
on to their own destruction. But it is the duty of 
Congress, within its constitutional powers, to throw 
every obstacle in the way of these deeds of despe- 
ration. If one victim can be saved; if one innocent 
family can be rescucd; if a widow’s tears and her 
orphans’ cries can be turned into joy and blessings 
on your head, you will have received a high re- 
ward inthe approbation of your own consciences. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, 

Mr. SEVIER said that although he was no friend 
to duelling, yet he disliked this bill from one end of 
it to the other. He believed it was a bill wholly 
for the protection of members ef Congress, who, 
not-satisfied with the protection afforded them by 
the Constitution, of exemption from arrest and from 
being sued for words used in debate, wanted the ad- 
ditional protection of this bill. A man is villified 
and abused in one of the Houses of Congress, and 
he, of course, will expect the offender to give him 
satisfaction in some way or other, and this bill 
says he shall not have it. What then will 
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be the consequence? Why, something like the 
affair of. Houston and Stansbury; ‘the -injured. 
man will take the lawinto his own hands; chastise. 
the traducer, and then he will be. brought ‘up: to 


_the bar of the House; ‘fiom whence, after five. or 


six weeks are unprofitably consumed in the exami- 


‘nation, he will be dismissed with a reprimand. 


This bill was avowedly made to protect members 


` of Congress, and to protect them from what? Why 


to protect them in abusing their. masters—the peot 
ple who sent them here. It amounted to this, and 
no more. Individuals coming to this city, or re- 
siding here, may go out and fight, ‘and be killed 
too, and nothing is said of it; but let a member of 
Congress be killed in a duel, or be whippet in the’ 
streets, or kicked out of a boarding house, and. the’ 
business of the nation must be set aside to legislate 
onit. If the object was solely to suppress dueling 
and not for the protection of the members, why 
not pass a law to prevent it in our other Territories 
as well as in the District of Columbia? . Why not 
include Wisconsin and Flerida, and our forts and 
arsenals? He thought this District was already 
sufficiently disfranchised, and he would not add . 
any more to its disabilities. Members of Congress 
might talk of Tom, Dick, or Harry, as they pleased, 
and could not be sued for slander; and now they 
would take away from the injured individual the 
only remedy left him. I am opposed, continued 
Mr. S. to passing laws for our own protection, be- 
cause if you pass one, the same reasons will ope- 
rate in passing another; and the next time Mr. 
Stansberry, or Mr. any-body-else, is whipped by 
Houston, every member of Congress must have a 
corporal’s guard to protect him in passing from his 
boarding house to the Capitol. Now he would ask 
if the people of the United States would be willing 
to be taxed for any such purpose, for it would take 
at least three thousand men to furnish a corporal’s 
guard to each member, and they must therefore 
have an additional army, or leave the frontiers ex- 
posed. He was satisfied that more importance was 


r attached to this subject than it deserved, and he 


believed out of one thousand duels, nine out of 
every ten of them were fought for causes that 
could not he got over any other way. He knew 
that duels were frequently fought for trivial causes,’ 
but he was convinced that it was otherwise in a 
vast majority of cases, He held himself. responsi- 
ble for every thing he said on that floor, and he 
would not give a vote to take away that responsi- 
bility. He did not by this, mean to say that he 
would fight every body or nobody; that he would 
think of when the occasion required; but this he 
did say, that he was not going to shield himself by 
his vote on this bill from the consequences that 
might be brought on him by his own language. 
After some further remarks from Mr. 8.-— 

The question was taken on Mr. Crarron’s: 
amendment, and-it was lost—yeas 12, nays 20, as 
follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Robin- 
son, Strange, Trotter, Walker, and Whiie—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Davis, Hubbard, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—20. x 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, which substi- 
tutes for the punishment of death, as in the. bill, 
imprisonment in the penitentiary for a term not 
less than ten, nor more than twenty, years. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to amend by 
making the imprisonment not less than five, nor 
more than twenty, years; which was agreed-to. 

Mr. NORVELL moved further to amend by 
striking out twenty years and inserting ten; which 
was also carried. 

Mr. NILES moved further to amend the bill, by 
providing that the persons offending under this act 
shall be for ever incapable of holding any office or 
appointment under the authority of the United 
States. ` 

Mr. NORVELL. thought they had carried the 
matter far enough. They subjected the man guilty 
of duelling to a punishment of not less than five, 
nor. more than ten, years’ imprisonment in the 


penitentiary, and now the gentleman wanted to add 
disqualification from office. Was it likely, he 
asked, that a man who shall be imprisoned in the 
penitentiary will ever be appointed to an office 
under the Government of the United States?. It 
did appear to him that the additional penalty pro- 
posed would be rendering the bill somewhat ludi- 
crous, 

Mr. NILES spoke somewhat at length in defence 
of his amendment, contending that, as the punish- 
ment had been lessened by the amendment just 
passed, an additional penalty was necessary, and 
that the penalty he proposed would most probably 
be inflicted even if the other was not. Mr. N. 
could not agree with his friend from Arkansas, 
{Mr. Sevier,] that this bill was for the protection 
of members of Congress only. Jt had a much 
higher object in view—that of suppressing an 
odious and criminal practice, and of securing the 
perfect independence of the representatives of the 
people. His friend from Arkansas seemed to be 
ambitious of martyrdom, and wanted to be shot at. 
Now, he would have no objection to introducing an 
amendment to exempt his friend from the operation 
of the bill, but he was anxious that it should pass 
for the benefit of those who had no wish, like him, 
to run against the muzzle of a gun. 

Mr. N. made some further remarks in reply to 
Mr. Preston, and, after some remarks from the 
latter, 

The question was taken on Mr. Nives’s amend- 
ment, and it was lost—ayes 14, nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Davis, Grundy, Hub- 
hard, Lumpkin, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Smith of 
Connecticut, Swift, Trotter, Walker Williams, and 
Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tip- 
ton, and White—17. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered an amendment, 
making the surgeons witnesses, providing they 
shall not have advised the challenge, and exempt- 
ing them from punishment. 

Mr. NORVELL opposed the amendment, on 
the ground that it would prevent surgeons from 
being engaged at all—thus,breaking up a custom 
which humanity had originated. 

After some remarks from Messrs. SMITH of 
Indiana and PRENTISS, the former withdrew his 
amendment, as he perceived that it would embar- 
rass the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then offered an amend- 
ment, authorizing magistrates when they have suf- 
ficient reason to believe that a duel is about to be 
fought, to issue their warrants to bring the parties 
before them, when they are further authorized to 
compel them to give bond and security to keep the 
peace for one year, and in default thereof, to com- 
mit them to jail. 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed this amendment as 
contrary toone of the fundamental principles of 
law, and contrary also to the Constitution of the 
United States, which provides that no warrant shall 
issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath 
er affirmation. This amendment, he contended, 
would putevery man in the District in the power 
of any magistrate who might affect to believe that 
he was about to fight a duel. 

After some remarks from Mr. SMITH of In- 
diana in support of the amendment, it was rejected. 

Mr. WHITE then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting a substitute providing that every person 
who shall hereafter be appointed to office shall, in 
addition to the usual qualification, take an oath 
that he has not, since the passage of this act, been 
directly or indirectly concerned ina duel. Mr. W. 
addressed the Senate at some length in support of 
the amendment; after which, 

Mr. PRENTISS asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question; which, having been ordered, resulted — 
yeas 13, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Walker, and 
White—13. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Grun- 
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dy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, 
Niles, Fierce, Prentiss, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Swift, ‘Trotter, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—19. ; NE 

The question then coming ùp on concurring 
with the amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole, ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked that the question 
be taken on the third amendment separately. He 
was opposed to this amendment, because it went 
beyond the District of Columbia into the adjoining 
States. n : 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the third amendment; and it was lost—yeas 15, 
nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis,Grundy, Hubbard, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Fulton, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Trotter, 
Walker, and White —16. 

The other amendments were then concurred in; 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, without a division. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


The bill, as it passed the Senate, is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

A BILL to prohibit the giving or accepting, within 
the District of Columbia, of a challenge to fight 

a duel, and for the punishment thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of ike United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That if any person shall, in the District 
of Columbia, challenge another to fight.a duel, or 
shall send or deliver any written or verbal mes- 
sage, purporting or intended to be such challenge, 
or shall accept any such challenge or message, or 
shall, knowingly, carry or deliver any such chal- 
lenge or message, or shall, knowingly, carry or de- 
liver an acceptance of such challenge or message 
to fight a duel in or out of the said District, and 
such duel shall be fought in or ontof the said 
District, and either of the parties thereto shall be 
slain, or mortally wounded in such duel, the sur- 
viving party to such duel, and every person car- 
rying or delivering such challenge or message, or 
acceptance of such challenge or message as afore- 
said, and all others aiding or abetting therein, shall 
be deemed guilty of felony, and upon conviction 
thereof, in any court competent to the trial thereof 
in the said District, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment and confinement to hard labor in the peni- 
tentiary, fora term not exceeding ten years, nor 
less than five years, in the discretion of the couri. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall give or send, or cause to be given or 
sent, to any person in the District of Columbia, any 
challenge to fighta duel,orto engage in single combat 
with any deadly or dangerous instrument or wea- 
pon whatever, or if any person in said District shall 
accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to engage 
in single combat with any deadly or dangerous in- 
strument or weapon whatever, or shall be the 
bearer of any such challenge, every person so giv- 
ing or sending, or causing to be given or sent, or 
accepting such challenge, or being the bearer 
thereof, and every person aiding or abetting in the 
giving, sending, or accepting such challenge, shall 
be deemed guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof in any court competent 
to try the same in the said District, shall be punished 
by imprisonment and confinement to hard labor in 
the penitentiary, for a term not exceeding ten years, 
nor less than five years, in the discretion of the 
court. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall assault, strike, beat, or wound, or 
cause to be assaulted, stricken, beaten, or wounded, 
any person in the District of Columbia, for declin- 
ing or refusing to accept any challenge to fight a 
duel, or to engage in single combat with any deadly 
or dangerous instrument or weapon whatever, or 
shall post or publish, or cause to be posted or pub- 
lished, any writing charging any such person, so 
declining or refusing to accept any such challenge, 
to be a coward, or using any other opprobious or 


injurious language therein, tending sto degrade an l 
disgrace such person for so. declining. or refusing 
such challenge, every person so offending; on con~, 
viction thereof in any court competent to“ the trial 
thereof, in. the said District, shall be punished by 
confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary, fora 
term not exceeding seven years, nor less than three 
years, in the diseretion of the court. gen TET 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion tothe oath now’ prescribed by law to be admi- 
nistered to the grand jury’ in the District of Colum- 
bia, they shall be sworn faithfully. and ‘impartially 
to inquire into, and'true presentment make of, all 
offences against this act- ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, April 7, 1838. 

Mr RHETT of South Carolina was announced 
as having been appointed by the Speaker to fill the 
vacancy on the Committee of Ways and Means 
occasioned by the death of Mr. McKim. . 

Mr. HENRY asked leave to present some peti- 
titions on the subject of the late duel. i 

Mr. GRANT also rose for the same purpose. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio said he was com- 
pelled to object, because it would arrest the pro- 
gress of the special order. 

The resolution reported yesterday by Mt. 


` PRATT, from the Committee on Public Buildings, 


to print 1,000 extra.copies of the report of that 
committee, being the first business in order, was 
taken up. ae eee 

Mr. SIBLEY moved 3,000 copies, which was 
rejected without a division ; and after some brief 
remarks from Messrs. EVERETT, HAYNES, 
PRATT, and PETRIKEN, © ; ‘ 

Mr. EVERETT moved to add also the letter of 
the architect of the publie buildings: lost. 

The resolution was then rejected, ayes 61, noes 
66. 

Mr. TAMER then rose and stated that he had a 
resolution which he did not wish to offer at that 
time, but to ask the consent of the House to have 
it printed, and give notice that, on Monday next, 
he should call it up and move its adoption. 

Considering that the business, commerce, circu- 
lation, and exchanges of the country are in a de- 
ranged and embarrassed condition; and, consider- 
ing, also, that a part of the Bank of the United 
States have expressed a desire to resume specie 
payments at an éarly period, . ea 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress’ ás- 
sembled; That, if the banks, or a portion of them, 
do thus resume, it will be the duty of the General 
Government, within the limits of its constitutional 
authority, to aid such banks, as the present Admi- 
nistration designs to do, in regaining public confl- 
dence, and to sustain them in their laudable efforts 
to fulfil their obligations, to relieve the wants of 
the community, and tu restore to the people a sound 
cirenlating medium. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, to establish a criminal court for the 
District of Columbia. 

; Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
to Susannah Hoagland, of New York. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
to revive and continue in force the act'to provice 
for persons disabled by known wounds received 
during the war of the Revolution. 

Mr. T. also reported a bill granting a’pension to 
Harvey Reynolds. 

_Mr. GARLAND of Virginia moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules to enable him to ‘submit the fol- 
lowing resolution, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, : , 

The resolution was as follows: 

_Resolved, That the Secretary.of the Treasury’ be! 
directed to inform this House, as soon as practica- 
ble, whether, in the present financial condition “of 
the country and of the Treasury, it will not be most 
judicious and proper to make such appropriations ás 
will preserve the public works from injury and di- 
lapidation alone; and if such’a course will not be 
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judicious and proper, he then inform the House 
whether some or all the estimates for the service of 
the year 1838 already submitted, for fortifications, 
the’ improvement of harbors and rivers, the esta- 


blishment of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, the- 


construction of roads, the service of the Indian 
Department, and for all other purposes, cannot 
be ‘reduced without injury to the public service; 
and if such. reduction can be made, that he de- 
signate what proposed appropriations may pro- 
perly be reduced, and how much; and further, 
that he inform the House whether some of the 
appropriations already made may not, without 
material injury to the country, be suspended for 
the present; if so, to designate them; also, that he 
inform this Honse whether, if all the appropriations 
made are expended, and those proposed are 
made, the amount now in the Treasury, or esti- 
mated to come ‘into it during the present year, 
will be sufficient. to meet them; and, if not, what 
will be-the deficit, and in what manner it is pro- 
posed to be met. ; 

~ The House refused’ to suspend the rules—yeas 
76, nays 60, requiring a majority. of two-thirds. 

DIVORCE OF GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted some since by 
Mr. Hopkins of Virginia: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the same by the adoption of such a system of re- 
form and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereof as the public good may require; and that 
the said commitiee be instructed also to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Govern 
ment from.the public press, by prohibiting, in fu- 
ture, every officer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execute any portion of the public printing. 

Mr. BOND resumed his remarks in support of 
the resolution, and ‘continued till the expiration of 
the hour. 7 . 

The. SPEAKER. laid before the House a com- 
munication fromthe Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting information on ‘the subject of the sale of the 
United States lead mines; which, on motion of Mr. 
McKAY, was laid on the table. 

. COMMISSION OF CLAIMS. 

The House then again’ went into committee, 
Mr. CORWIN in the Chair, on the “bill to esta- 
blish a board of Commissioners to examine and 
decide certain claims against the United Siates.” 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio (who had reported the 
bill) to appoint the Commissioners during good be- 
havior, witha limitation to the age of 65 years; 
and the question pending was on the following 
amendment to Mr. WHITTLESEY’S, moved by 
Mr. HENRY: 

“ And to serve for three years, one for six years, 
and one for nine years; and at the termination of 
these respective periods, and every nine years 
thereafter, a new appointment of one commissioner 
shall be made as aforesaid, to serve for nine years.” 

On-moving this amendment, yesterday, 

Mr. HENRY said he was satisfied with the ge- 
neral principles of the bill now before the commit- 
tee, on the ground of economy on the part of the 
Government, as well as an act of justice to private 
claimants. He believed there must be few mem- 
bers in this House but are now convinced that it 
was impossible for Congress to act upon the private 
claims. presented within a reasonable time, and re- 
quiring its altention. He knew there were claims 
sianding as far back as twenty years; and one of an 
older date than that, from the district he had the 
honor to represent, had passed this session. But 
whilst he approbaied the general features of the 


bill, he must beg leave to submit the amendment 
which he sent to the’ Cran as a substitute for the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
to be inserted at the end ef the sixth line in the first 
section. - 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied and spoke in favor 
of an independent board. 

Mr. ADAMS propounded questions to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania as to the constitutional- 
ity of limiting such appointments. 

Mr. HENRY, in answer to Mr. Apams, said he 
did not apprehend there was the constilational dif- 
ficulty suggested by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts; that this contemplated board of 
commissioners would not be a court, such as was 
recognised in the clause of the Constitution advert- 
ed to by that honorable gentleman; that this, he 
thought, could not be called acourt, although, it is 
true, it would be clothed with judicial powers; but 
so were all auditors who adjudicate and settle ac- 
counts. He could, however, view this board in 
no other light than that of auditors or commission- 
ers to pass upon accounts or claims, and could not 
view it as a judicial tribunal within the meaning of 
the Constitution. 

As to the objections, Mr. H. said, made by his 
friend from Ohie against his substitute, and in fa- 
vor of an independent permanent board, he was 
constrained to say he was opposed to life tenure of 
office, or office during good behavior. This prin- 
ciple of independence often made officers too inde- 
pendent, and they become careless and inattentive; 
and as to the expression of the term of good beha- 


vior, it might almost as well be said daring bad be- į 


havior. No matter, scarcely, how improperiy an 
officer acts, it is very diflicult to remove him by 
impeachment; there are few that like to enlist in a 
prosecution of this kind; it isa very unpleasant 
task. Mer. H. said, from his experience he was led 
to believe, although there might be some change or 
fluctuation arising from party by short or limited 
periods in office, it was still, in his opinion, a safer 
mode than that of life tenure. 

Tt was true, the commissioner appointed for three 
years, under the provisions of his substitute, might 
not by that time have had experience enough to be- 
come avery expert officer, and might, it was cer- 
tain, be turned out. But he wasre-eligible, and if 
a good and faithful officer it was not very likely 
that would be the case. The principle he advoca- 
ted, was that of rotation in office. It was an old 
Republican principle, and he roped his amendment 
would prevail. 

Mr. BELL spoke for some time, and advocated 
the bill as a matter of experiment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, opposed 
the bill on the ground that Congress had no power 
to constitute such a board, atid the claims could not 
be paid without a special act of legislation severally 
therefor. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio supported the bi}, chiefiy 
in response to the constituti 
want of power in Congress to pass such a bill. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST briefly opposed it. 

Mr. GRAY of New York supported it at some 
length, when, on motion of Mr. GRATIAM of 
North Carolina, the committee rose, and had leave 
to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the 
bill was made the special order for Friday next. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Hon. Jonn M. Parton, resigning his seat 
in Congress on account of his appointment to a 
State office, and the expressed desire of the Legis- 
lature that he shontd do sc; which was laid on the 
table. 

On motion, 

The Tiouse adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` Monpay, April 9, 1838. 
As soon as the journal was read, 
Mr. HAMER rose, and stated that he wished to 
avail himself of the earliest opportunity of making 


al objections to it, or | 


“PRICE $i PER SESSION. 


an explanation in reference. to the resolution laid 
on: the table by him on‘Saturday~ 

The resolution. was as follows: 

“Considering that the business, commerce, circu- 
lation, and exchanges of the country are in a de- 
ranged and embarrassed condition: and 

“Considering, also, unat a part of the banks of 
the United States have expressed a desire to resume 
specie payments at an early period: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That if the banks, or a portion of them, 
do thus resume, it will be the duty of the General 
Government, within the limits of its constitutional 
authority, to aid such banks, as the present Admi- 
nistration design to do, in regaining public confi- 
dence, and to sustain them in their laudable efforts 
to fulfil their obligations, to relieve the wants of the 
community, and to restore to the public a sound 
circulating medium.” 

It seemed that the introduction of the resolu- 
lation produces some excitement in the House, 
and a number ofgentiemen came to him to inguire 
the meaning, the true construction, &c. and among 
the rest a friend, in whose judgment he had great 
confidence, suggested to him, thatif the resolution 
went out in the newspapers, without any explana- 
tory remarks from Mr. H. it might be subject to 
the inference that he thought the present. Adminis- 
tration really entertained hostility towards these 
t banks, who were about to resume specie payments, 
$ 


it and that his object, in offering the resolution, was 
}: to compel them to change their course. Mr. H. 
replied, at once, that he entertained no such senti- 
1 ment, and that, when he got an opportunity to ex- 
fi plain, he would show what his meaning was. 
ji However, to avoid any such construction or con- 
}} clusion, and knowing that the resolution did not go 
on the journals, not being in the possession of the 
House, and entirely his own, he considered he had 
aright to modify it, either before or after its being 
printed, and he accordingly inserterted the words, 
“as the present Administration design to do,” as ex- 
planatory of what was his own opinion. He did 
not sappose, at that time, that he was exercising 
aright that did not belong to him; yet, if he had 
done wrong in making that modification, he cer- 
tainly asked pardon of the House. The resolution, 
without those words, was the resolution he intend- 
ed to offer, and he should, in submitting it, strike 
out that modification, as it was merely inserted 
| temporarily in self-defence, and in explanation of 
| his motives. Mr. H. then asked the consent of 
the House to submit it at. this time in that form. 

Mr. PETRUCEN objected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped his col- 
league would not press it at this time, as he would 
have an opportunity to do so before the day was 
over. 

Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would move a 
suspension of the rules. Mr. W. had voted to 
print the resolution, though he would not have sup- 
ported it with the modification, but had no doubt 
the gentleman had a perfect right to` make it. 

Mr. HAMER moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER asked forthe yeas and. 
nays, which were ordered. 

Oa motion of Mr. McKENNAN, a call of the 
House was assented to, and proceeded in until one 
hundred and fifty-six members had answered to 
their names, when, on motionof Mr. MALLORY, 
it was further dispensed with. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired of the Cra 
whether the words ‘ag the present Administration 
design to do” had been stricken from the resolution. 
by the mover? 

The CHAIR replied that the gentleman had so 
modified it, but it was not yet before the House. 

Mr. PICKENS was understood to remark that 
he could perceive no practicable benefit whatever 
to result from the adoption of this resolution. 

“Therules were notsuspended-——yeas 110, nays 61. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then asked leave to lay on 

the table, and have printed, some amendments he 


as 


290 


would submit to the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio, whenit should be taken up for considé- 
ration. © 0 : 

Mr. PETRIKEN objected. : oo. 

_ The amendmentsof Mr. UNDERWOOD were 
as follows: ` 

And for the purpose of affording such banks as 
ought to be assisted, that aid. within the constitu- 
tional authority of the General Government— 

Be it further resolved; That itshall be the duty of 
the collecting officers of the Government to receive 
in payment of all sums due, whether for lands, du- 
ties, or foreign merchandise, or any other account 
whatever, the notes of any specie-paying bank in- 
corporated by any State in the Union, whose capi- 
tal actually paid in shall not be less than two mil- 


lions of dollars, and whose notes in circulation do | 


not exceed more than double the amount of specie 
owned and held by the bank in its vaults. 

Resolved further, That it shall be the duly of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to instruet the collecting 
and receiving officers of the Government, from time 
to time, what bank notes are receivable under the 
preceding resolution, and the collecting and re- 
ceiving officers shall act in pursuance of such reso- 
Jutions.. - : 

Resolved, That if any bank fail or refuse to re- 
port its condition to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
monthly, or at any time the Secretary shall require; 
or if it shall appear that the directory of any bank 
shall, fur more than a month at any one time, per- 
mit the notes in circulation to exceed more than 
double the amount of specie, without adopting 
prompt and efficient measures to restore that ratio 
by withdrawing the excess of notes from circula- 
tion, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to instruct 
the collecting and receiving officers thereafter to 
refuse the notes of such banks when offered in 
payment, : 

Resolved further, That it shall be lawful for the 
collecting and receiving officers of the Government 
to receive in payment the notes of such specie- 
paying banks whose capitals actually paid in do 
not amount to two millians of dollars, as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in his discretion, may direct 
them to receive; Previded, however, That the Secre- 
tary shall not authorize the receipt of the notes of 
any such bank, unless its specie shall be kept up to 
half the amount of its notes in circulation, and un- 
Jess its officers report the condition of the bank to 
the Secretary, as is herein before required. 

Resolved further, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shal! cause the public money to be deposited 
for safe-keeping in such State banks as -shall pay 
specie for their notes, and which shall keep up the 
proportion of specie to the circulation herein before 
prescribed; and that the regulation shall continue 
until Congress, in pursuance of its constitutional 
duty, and the will of the nation, create a National 
Bank, to act as the fiscal agent of the Govern- 
ment. F 

Petitions and memorials were called for, in the 
order of States and Territories, and presented as 
follows: 

: MAINE. ` 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD, EVANS, and ANDER- 
SON, 

(Mr. Farrrietp presented the following petitions 
upon the subject of the Jate duel, which were refer- 
red to the select committee having that subject un- 
der consideration: James Smith and 49 others, citi- 
zens of Vinalhaven; Ambrose Lermand and 90 
others, citizens of Warren; Edward Goodwin and 
42 others, citizens of Dresden; Benjamin E. Na- 
son and 103 others, citizens of Boothbay; Francis 
McMullin and 61 others, citizens of Vinalhaven; 
all in the State o7 Maine. He also presented the 
petition of Isaac Allen for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

[Mr. Anperson presented the following petitions: 
Henry S. Jones and 75 other citizens of Mount De- 
sert; Jonathan M. Murray and 45 others, of Mont- 
ville; Sewall Shute and 72 others, of Prospect; Jos. 
Cockey and 21 others, of Freedom; Daniel Phil- 
brick and 63 others, of Thorndike; Holton Mansur 
and 48 others, of Monroe; James Trask and 37 
others, of Troy; Andrew Tyler and 120 others, of 
Frankfort; Augustus Brown and 143 others, of 
Prospect; David Woster alig 51 -others, of Vinatha- 
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ven; H. D. Alden. and 117 others, of Belfast; 
Joshua Randall and 32 othérs, of ‘Somerset; :Levi 
P. Sawyer and 22 others, of Denmark; Harris Gas- 
celon and 48 others, of St. Albans; Samuel Gibson 
and 40 others, of Denmark—all of Maine, and 
praying for an investigation into the circumstances 
of the late duel; which were referred to the select 


committee] 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
vere WILLIAMS, ATHERTON, and CUSH- 
MAN. : 

(Mr. Wiems presented the petition of John 
Swells and 65 others, for an appropriation to sur- 
vey a site at Lancaster, N. H. for a military fortifi- 
cation and depot.] f 

(Mr. Arserron presented the memorial of ©. 
W. Cutter, praying for the allowance of a claim 
for money paid for rent of a room in which to keep 
the records of the district court of New Hamp- 
shire, and also for the further regulation by law of 
the fees of clerks of courts: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Messrs. CALHOUN, BRIGGS, FLETCHER, 
REED, HASTINGS, and ADAMS. 
RHODE ISLAND 
Mr. CRANSTON. 
CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. HALEY and HOLT. 

{Mr. Hatey presented the memorial of 77 per- 
sons, legal voters, in the town of Killingly, in the 
county of Windham, in the State of Connecticut, 
remonstraling against the annexation of Texas to 
this Union, and moved its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs.] 

{Mr. Hour presented the petition of Jabez Col- 
lins, of the town of Somers, Connecticut, praying 
to be restored tothe pension roll, from which he 
has been stricken off. Also,the petition of Benjamin 
Price, of Brooklyn, praying for a pension. Also, 
the petition of Elias Burnham and wife, asking for 
an allowance of Jand for services rendered by their 
father, in the war of the Revolution, who was killed 


in battle.) 
VERMONT. 
Messrs. FLETCHER, ALLEN, and EVE- 
RETT. 


{Mr. Frercrer of Vermont presented the peti- 
tion of William Arny, praying for an increase of 
pension. Petition of J. W. Hand and others, 
clerks in the Pension Office.] 

NEW YORK. 

Messrs. PECK, RUSSELL, GRANT, PAT- 
TERSON, MARVIN, PRATT, ANDREWS, 
MOORE, JACKSON, MITCHELL, SIBLEY, 
HOFFMAN, and CHILDS. 


(Mr. Grant presented the proceedings and re- | 


solutions adopted at the Annaal Town Meeting held 
in the town of Salisbury, in the county of Herki- 
mer, New York, in relation to the recent duel be- 
tween Messrs. Graves and Cin.ey, withthe unani- 
mous expression that all members of Congress en- 
gaged in said duel ought to be expelled. Also, the 
petition of fifty-one inhabitants of the town of 
Frankford, in said county, New York, opposed to 
duelling, and praying that the surviving party, as 
well as the seconds and friends, who are members 
of Congress, and were engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in the late duel, be expelled. Also, the 
petition of 159 inhabitants of the county of Herki- 
mer, New York, opposed to duelling, and praying 
Congress to pass a Jaw that every member of Con- 
gress who shall be engaged in a duel, either as prin- 
cipal, oraccessory, or in giving or acceptingja chal- 
lenge, shall be expelled; which said proceedings and 
petitions were referred to the select committee 
charged with the investigation into the recent duel. 
Also, the memorial of 45 inhabitants of the town of 
Mexico, Oswego county, New York, praying an in- 
quiry into the expediency of repairing the military 
pesitions, and establishing a military post, at the 
village of Oswego; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs.] : 

{Mr. Prarr presented the following petition of 
Jobn R. Hoes and 80 inhabitants of the town of 
Stockport, in the county of Columbia and State of 
Wew York, against a United States Bank, and in 
favor of a divorce between the Treasury and the 
banks, and likewise in favor of Mr. Warienr’s bill, 


late before the Senate. 
route from North: Blenheim..to Gilboa, through 
Prattsville to Middletown, State of New York. 
Also, a petition from Amos Cornwall for a pension 


Also, a petition for a post 


for Revolutionar services. - Also, alike petition for- 
Elizar Kirtland. Also, a like. petition for Justus 
Artman. Also, a petition from a number of citi- 
zens-of Catskill, in the State of New. York, on the 
subject of the late duel, praying the expulsion of 


: the principal and seconds. Also, a like petition.of 


A. Croswell ‘and “440 inhabitants of the town of 
Conesville, in the State‘of New York. Also, the 
resolutions of a meéting of the citizens of the town 
of Prattsville, in the State.of New York, in relation 
to the late duel, of which Dr. C. King was. chair- 
man, met on the 23d of March last.] aw 
(Mr. Anprews presented three petitions from eiti- 
zens of Hornellsville, Steuben county, New York, 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
and Territories, and-for the prohibition of the slave 
trade. Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizens 


of the same place against the annexation of Texas 


tu the Union. ] a 
{Mr. Pec presented the following petitions on 
the subject of the late duel between Messrs. Graves 
and Cinusy: Of Horatio Jones, 3d, and sundry 
other citizens of Leicester, Livingston county, New 
York;.of William C. Dwight and sundry other citi- 
zens of Leicester, Livingston county, New York; 
of R. Sleeper and sundry other citizens of Mount 
Morris, Livingston county, New York; of James 
H. Rogers and sundry other. citizens of Mount 
Morris, Livingston-county, New York; of William 
Lyman and. sundry other citizens. of ‘ Leicester, 


„Livingston county, New York. Also, the petition 


of H. A. Wilmerelling and sundry other citizens of 
Leicester, Livingston county, New York, protesting 
against the passage of the Sub-Treasury bill and in 
favor of a National Bank. Also, the petition of 
Aser Hulet for a pension.) ; i 
NEW JERSEY. 
Messrs. YORK and STRATTON: 
PENNSYLVANIA. , 

Messrs. HENRY, REILEY, POTTER, PLU- 
MER, WAGENER, S. W. MORRIS, BEATTY, 
KLINGENSMITH, SERGEANT, M. MORRIS, 
LOGAN, McCLURE, TOLAND, S. W. MOR- 
RIS, and NAYLOR. ; 

{Mr. Henry presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in 
relation to the late duel that occasioned the death 
of Mr. Citer, and praying Congress to adopt 
measures that in future will prevent. this deadly and 
inhuman practice. On motion, referred to the’ se- 
lect committee that has charge of that subject] ° 

[Mr. M. Morris of, Pennsylvania presented a 
petition, signed by. seventy-three citizens of. the 
States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, praying 
Congress to pass an act. establishing a mail route 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Pennington, 
New Jersey, by the way of Frankford, Fox Chase, 
Huntington, Sorrel-horse, Davisville, Springville, 
Black Bear, Newtown, Dolington and Taylorsville. 
He stated that the petition was signed by highly re- 
spectable individuals; ‘and from his knowledge of 
the road and county, he believed it was a route 
much wanted for public accommodation.] 

(Mr. McCrure presented two petitions on the 
subject of the late duel—the one of J. B. Porter 
and fifty-seven others, inhabitants of Liverpool, 
Perry county, Pennsylvania, and the other of Sa- 
muel Edwards and one hundred and ten others, in- 
habitants of Landisburg, Perry county, Pennsylva- 
nia; which were referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee. ] 

[Mr. S. W. Morris presented a petition for a 
post route from Leroy to Springfield, Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania. : ; 

[Mr. Server presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Chambersburg, Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, in relation to the late duel: 
moved that it be referred to the select committee 
having that subject under consideration. Also, 
three several petitions from divers citizens of 
Northampton and Luzerne counties, Pennsylvania, 
praying for a daily mail route from Hazleton, via 
Sugar Loaf, to’ Wilkesbarre: moved that the same 
be referred (6 tle Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, © Also, the petition of Porter “Skinner 


and TOF othiér persons, opposed to the SubTreast= 
ryy-and in favor of a National Bank, wherein ‘the 
Several States may hold a majority of the stock: 
moved that the same be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means.] > 


~{Mr. Bearry presented two petitions from the ` 


Citizens of Armstrong county, praying for the esta- 
blishing- of post routes. therein mentioned..- Also, 
the: petition and documents of „Mary Uptegiaff, 
widow'of Isaac Uptegraf, for a pension. Also, 
the procéedings of a meeting held at Portersville, 
Butler county, in favor of a Macadamized road 
from some point on the National Road, to Erie, 
‘Pennsylvania.] 

(Mr, Rainey presented the following: Petitioa 
from a number of citizens of Harrisburg, praying 
for an investigation of the late duel: referred to the 
committee on that subject. Also, a petition froma 
number of citizens of Lebanon county, praying 
Congress to establish a mail route from Stemps- 
town, via Mount Zion, to Lebanon: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, a petition from a number of citizens of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying Congress to make an 
appropriation to finish the ship Raritan, now lying 
on the stocks at Philadelphia: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 


Union } 
DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, : 

; MARYLAND. 

Messrs. PEARCE and HOWARD. 

2 VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. MORGAN, TALIAFERRO. BEIRNE, 

JOHNSON, RIVES, and PENNYBACKER. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. CONNOR, C. SHEPARD, and A. H. 
SHEPPERD. 

[Mr. Connor presented the petition of Perry and 
Legare, contractors for building the mint in Char- 
Jote, N. O. asking pay for extra work done on 
that building: referred to thè Committee of Claims.] 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. ELMORE. l 

GEORGIA. 


Mr. GRANTLAND. . 
; KENTUCKY. 
Messrs. HAWES and UNDERWOOD. 
melt . TENNESSEE. 
Messrs. Speaker POLK, CARTER, and ©. H. 
WILLIAMS. l 
i OHIO. 


Messrs. HARPER, KILGORE, LEADBET- 
TER, C. .MORRIS, COFFIN, SHEPLOR, 
GOODE, WHITTLESEY and ALLEN. 

(Mr. Harper’ presented the petition of Elisha 
Woodruff and 28 other citizens of Licking county, 
Ohio, praying for the rescision of the resolution of 
the 2ist December last ] 

. LOUISIANA. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 

(Mr. ‘Jonnsow ‘presented the petition of B. Col- 
lins and F. G. Johnson, praying a grant of lands, 
for services rendered by them in taking possession 
of Baton Rouge, in the year 1810: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the peri- 
tion of the town of St. Francisville and its vicinity, 
praying the establishment of a port of entry at the 
mouth of Bayou Sara; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. ] 

INDIANA. 

Messrs. BOON, DUNN, WHITE, EWING, 
HEROD, RARIDEN and GRAHAM. 

(Mr. Donn presented the petition of David 
King, praying back pay of a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

(Mr. Granam presented the petition of Hiel 
Morisson and 15 others, against the admission of 
Texas into the Union. Also, the petition of Wm. 
McDonald and 10 others, praying the abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, the 
petition of Joseph Woods and. 20 others, praying 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. Also, the petition of Sarah Reed and 36 other 
women of Jefferson county, Indiana, praying Con- 
gress immediately to abolish slavery in the District 


of Columbia-] 
oe ELEINOIS, 
Messrs. CASEY and MAY. 


{Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry cili- 
zens of ‘Wabash county, in the State of Illinois, 
rewonstrating against granting the right of pre- 
emption to Linn Compton to fraction section 27, 
T l north, R 12 west: referred to the Comunitice 
on the Public Lands.] 

ALABAMA, 

Messrs. MARTIN and CHAPMAN, 

MISSOURI. © 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON. 

(Mr. Harrison presented the petition of sundry 
citizens, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Sand Hill, in Lewis county, to Gathsville, in 
Macon county; of Alfred George, asking compen- 
sation for a horse lost in the Black Hawk war; 
of sundry citizens praying the establishment 
of a mailroute from Maramec Iron Works to 
Jefferson City; the memorial of a number of Ger- 
man citizens in the southern part of the State of 
Missouri, protesting against the memorial and its 
doctrines of the American Native Association 
against foreigners, and praying Congress to disre- 
gard it.) 

[Mr Mitzer presented the following petitions: 
The petition of E. M. Ryland and others, asking 
the establishment of a mail route from J onesboro, 
in Saline county, Missouri, by the way of Salt 
Pond Grove and Johnson’s Grove, to Lexington, in 
Lafayette county, in said State: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the petition of Richard Simms, praying Con- 
gress to granthim a tract of land in the Platte 
country, Missouri, in consideration of his military 
Services during the Revolutionary war: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the pe- 
tition and accompanying papers of Catharine 
Dodge, asking the passage of a law granting to her 
the difference between the original cost and present 
value of a tract of land purchased by her of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the 


Public Lands.] 
ARKANSAS. 

Mr. YELL. 

{Mr. Yent presented the following memorials: 1. 
Praying that the franking privilege may be extend- 
ed to the Governors of the several States; 2. Autho- 
rizing the President to issue patents upon Spanish 
confirmation claims; 3. To cede all the public 
lands to the new States, upon the terms mentioned 
in a bill offered by Mr. Calhoun at the last session 
of Congress. Also, the petition of Richard John- 
son and others, praying the privilege to correct an 
erroneous entry.] 

MICHIGAN, 

Mr. CRARY. 

[Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a survey of Detroit 
river:a like resolution in relation to the harbor at 
Monroe: a petition having reference to the late 
duel.] 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JONES. 

[Mr. Jones presented several petitions prayin 
the establishment of several post routes. Also, the 
petition of the president of the Milwankie and Rock 
River Railroad Company. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Lonisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to construct a road 
from Baton Rouge, through the parish of Eaving- 
ton to Farington, in the parish of St. Tammany, 
for the transportation of the mail, and fer military 
purposes. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the petitions heretofore prasented 
for a survey of the harbor of Sandusky, Erie 
county, Ohio, be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Glas- 
gow, Kentucky, to Hartsville, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. M’KAY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
fo communicate to this House’ the report of-the 


engineer charged with: making the survey from 
the Souther debowche of the DismalSwamp canal 
to Winyaw Bay, in South: Carolina, with a view to 
determine the practicability of opening. an inland 
communication for steam navigation, from the 
Chesapeake Bay to Charleston. l 
On motion of Mr, EWING, 

` Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to inform this House, what claims con- 
firmed by the commissioners for. examining claims 
to land in the district of Vincennes, under the act 
of Congress, approved: March 26, 1804, entitled 
“An act making provision for the disposal of the 
public lands in the Indiana Territory, and for 
other purposes,” have been loeated and patented, 
and by and to whom the location was made, and 
the patent obtained; what confirmed claims have 
been located and not yet patented, and what con- 
firmed claims have not been located or patented; 
if according to the construction given to the law 
by the department, the title of the United States 
is absolutety and completely vested in the confer- 
ences after the location, and: before possession is 
acquired and the patent issued, or if some. title 
does not remain in the United States, until pos- 
session or patent be obtained by the proper claim- 
ant; ifa territorial act imposing a land tax, could 
by tax sale vest title to confirmed tracts not pa- 
tented, and if justice and expediency do not urgea 
quantity of land tobe set apart equal to satisfy 
confirmed claims not yet surveyed, located or pa- 
tented, with the appointment of commissioners, 
authorized to receive testimony in relation to claims 
rejected for want of proof, or suspended for want 
of due attention on the part of the claimant, ‘as 
set forth ın the published report of the former 
board, appointed to receive and decided upon said 
claims; and also, that he furnish this House with 
copies of any opinions of the Attorney General of 


~- the United States, and all instructions of his de- 


partment, touching or relating to any of the points 
herein contained, 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Win» 
chester, Tenn. passing the settlements on Crow 
creek and Coon creek to Bolivar, Jackson co. Ala. 
Also, a route from Bolivar to Racoonsville, in Ala- 
bama. . ` 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Baily's 
Landing, on the Mississippi river, in Lincoln co. 
Missouri, by the way of Troy, Thomas Glovers, 
in Warren co. Dutton’s and Anderson’s to Danville, 
in Montgomery county, in said State. Also, that 
the same committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from the 
town of Glasgow, in Howard co. Mo. by the way 
of Huntsville, in Randolph co. Macon Court 
House, and Nathaniel Floyd’s, to Clark Court 
House, in said State. : 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making provision for giving to Richard 
Lawrence, now confined to the jail of this city as 
a lunatic, and others similarly situated, the benefit 
of some suitable lunatic asylum. 

Mr. MORRIS of Ohio submitted the following, 
which after some remarks in objection to its adop- 
tion at this time by Mr. Lecare, was agreed to. 

Whereas, the statement of the expenditure of the 

moneys appropriated for the contingent expenses 
of the military establishment for the year 1837, 
submitted to the House by W. B. Lewis, Second 
Auditor, in the Treasury Department, contains an 
item of eight hundred dolars allowed to Samuel 
Lewis, by the Secretary of War, for the services of 
his son Edward, (a minor,) asa clerk in the Pen- 
sion Bureau, War Department, from July, 1818, 
to July, 1819, which said services were rendered 
more than nineteen years since. 
And “whereas the said Samuel Lewis has re- 
peaiedly presented said claim to both Houses of 
Congress, and ithas always been rejected; there- 
fore, 
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Resolved, That thé- Committee on the. Expendi- 
tures of the War Department be instructed to in- 
quire into, and report to this House, the facts con- 
nected with:the:ease, and why said claim was paid 
after having been repeatedly rejected by both 
Houses of Congress. ; 

? STATE REVENUE. 

_ On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of'South Caro- 
lina, the following resolution, submitted by him on 
the 19th of March, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
dired to furnish this House with a statement of 
the amount of revenue received in each State or 
Territory during the year 1836, and also the 
amount, as nearly as the same can be ascertained, 
expended during that year in each State or Terri- 
tory; and also with a statement of the whole bank 
capital of the United States, designating the ca- 
pital of each bank, and the place where located. 

My. T, modified it by striking therefrom the call 
in relation to the banking capital; and, so modified, 
whe resolution was agreed to. ‘ 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting.a pension to John 
H. Lynch . 

DIVORCE OF GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted some time since 
by Mr. Hopkins of Virginia: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the adminis- 
tration of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the same by the adoption of such a system of re- 
form and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereof as the public good may require; and that 
the said committee be instructed also to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Govern- 
ment from the public press, by prohibiting, in fu- 
ture, every officer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execute any portion of the public printing. 

Mr. BOND continued his remarks till they were 
arrested by the orders of the day. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to appropriate standing com- 
mittees, 

NAVAL SERVICE. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the ‘bill making appropriations for the naval 
service, for the year 1838.” 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
MONTGOMERY, to recommit the bill to the 
Commitice of Ways and Means, with instractions 
to make the sum for the South Sea Exploring 
Expedition a specific one. : 

Mr. MONTGOMERY hoped the bill wuld be 
recommitted, and that the amount for the Explor- 
ing Expedition would, at least, be specified, and 
then he shculd be prepared to vole upon it, and to 
vote against it. Ifany Exploring Expedition was 
wanted, let it be for exploring. our own coast. If 
thisvnotion should fail, Mr. M. should then renew 
the motion, with instructions to strike from the bill 
so much as embraced that object. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it was not 
necessary to recommit the bill to attain the object 
sought after, because the gentlemen might move at 
once to reduce it. But, whether the Exploring 
Expedition was continued, or a coasting squadron 
ordered, the same appropriation must be made, as 
the officers and men were all mustered and equipped 
for service. With reference to the propriety of the 
expedition, Mr. C. had been misunderstood in 
being represented as opposing it, for he had ex- 
pressed no such opinion. What he had said was, 
that he was opposed to it upon so large a scale, 
and he had so stated when the appropriation was 
first made. 

Mr. WISE was also of opinion that it was not 
necesgary to recommit the bill; but he was in fa- 
vor oan inquiry into the expediency of diverting 
the appropriation for the “exploded” expedition, 
for that was its true designation, to a better object. 

Mr. ADAMS earnestly advocated the continu- 
ance of the expedition, and expressed his entire 
confidence in the science, skill, and experience of 


. Lieut. Wilkes to conduct it to its completion with 


honor to the country. - ; ` 

Mr. MALLORY deprecated a discussion upon 
the Exploring Expedition on this bill, when the ser- 
vice was severely suffering for the want of its pas- 
sage. He preferred that subject being discussed 
under a distinct proposition, when he would be pre- 
pared to prove that, according to the present plan, it 
could never be successful, especially that of ap- 
pointing an inferior officer to the command. 

Mr. INGHAM remarked that there could be no 
necessity for recommitting the bill to ascertain the 
specific sum required for the Exploring Expedition, 
since the estimates were all before the House.: He 
then went into a review of the causes which had 
led to the delay of the expedition, in vindication of 
the course of the Secretary of the Navy, and re- 
plied to some other charges brought by Mr. Man- 
Lory. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
MALLORY, WISE, CAMBRELENG, ING- 
HAM, HOFFMAN, and MERCER, when Mr. 
BRONSON obtained the floor; and, on his motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monnpay, April 9, 1828. 

The CHAIR conimunicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in answer to the resolution 
of the 22d of February last, transmitting.copies of 
the replies made by the deposite banks to the Trea- 
sury circular referred to: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. ` 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Charles Bul- 
finch and others, asking confirmation of title to 
a certain purchase made by them in the Territory 
of Oregon: referred to the Committee on the Public 
lands, and ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of New Jersey in relation to the location of 
the contemplated national foundry: laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Charles Dur- 
fey, asking to be reimbursed his expenses incurred 
in the survey of the harbor of Southport, Wiscon- 
sin Territory: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the claims of 
Basil Brown and Samuel Beck, of that State, for 
horses and rifles furnished at the treaty of October, 
1834, at the Forks of the Wabash, with the Miami 
Indians: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Illinois on the subject of a post route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition of 
Adolphus Allen, of Des Moines, Illinois, asking 
the aid of Congress to make a bridge across the 
Mississippi at that place; also, asking for an appro- 
priation for the constructing a military road: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canal. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition, signed by 
a number of the members of the Legislature of 
Michigan, and other citizens of that State, asking 
for an appropriation for a survey for a convenient 
harbor on Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ` ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania on the subject of 
duelling; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the pelition of Samuel 
Osgood and others, of Massachusetts, praying that 
the late treaty with the Cherokees may not be car- 
ried into effect: laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS also presented the petition of Louisa 
F. Wilcox, and sundry other women of Massa~ 
chuseits, praying fer the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Motion to receive it laid an 
the table. ; 

Mr. LYON presented a copy of a report and 
resolutions, adopted by both branches of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, relative to donations of public 
lands by Congress, for the purpose of internal im- 
provement in that State: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to authorize the Pre- 
sident to cause a patent to be issued to the heirs of 
Francis Rivard, deceased, for the lands therein 


mentioned: read; and ordered to .a.second reading; 
and go a ae : DE Thee St 
On motion of Mr.: LINN, and--by.general. con- 
sent, this bill was read the second time, and. cons 
sidered as in Committeé of the Whole; and-ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. -* 95... 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee: 
on Finance was, discharged from the further. consi- 
deration of the resolution of the Senate,of the 26th 
March last; directing them, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of refunding to those who have deposited 
in the Treasury of the United States money for 
the purpose of. purchasivg public lands the sums 


‘ deposited by them. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of the Mil- 
waukie and Rock River Canal Company on the sub- 
ject, reported a bill granting to the State of Illinois 
a quantity of land to aid in making a canal from 
Milwaukie to Rock river; which was read, and 


_ ordered to a second reading. 


< On motion of Mr. WALKER, | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to communicate to the 
Senate, at as early a period as practicable, the 
amount of stock subscribed and held by the United 
States in any road or.canal company; the present 
market price of said stock; and the dividends paid 
thereon to the United States. aaa: 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into:the expediency’.of making 
an appropriation for the payment of Richard Ro- 
bertson, of Madison county, Alabama, of the value 
of a horse lost in the service of the United States 
during the Creek war of 1813 and 1814. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, | ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from the 
town of Hernando, in the State of Mississip- 
pi, by way of Cartleville, Oakhill, and Chulaho- 
ma, to the town of Wyatt, in said State. : 

The bill to prohibit the giving or accepting a 
challenge in the District of Columbia to fight a 
duel, and for the punishment thereof. ` 

This billhaving had its third reading— 

Mr. CLAY said he had taken no part in the dis- 
cussion which had been going on in relation to this 
matter, not however from any indisposition on his 
part to do all that he could to aidin the very lau- 
dable objects contemplated by the bill.. No man 
would be happier than himself to .see the whole 
barbarous system forever eradicated... It was well 
known, that in certain quarters. of this ‘country, 
public opinion.was averse to duelling, and no man 
could fly in the face of that public opinion, with- 
out having his reputation sacrificed; while there 
were other portions again which exacted obedience 
tothe fatal custom. .The man with a high sense 
of honor, and nice sensibility, when the ques- 
tion is whether he shall fight cr have the finger of 
scorn peinted at him, is unable to resist, and few, 
very few, are found willing to adopt such an alter- 
native. When public opinion was renovated, and 
chastened by reason, religion and. humanity, the 
practice of duelling would at once be discounte-~ 
nanced. It was the office of legislation. to co all 
itcould to bring about this healthful state of the 
public mind, and although it might not altogether 
effect so desirable a result, yet he had no doubt it 
would do much towards it, and with those views, 
he would give his vote for the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and nays 
on the passage; which were ordered, when there 
appeared for the bill 34, against it 1, as follows: ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Renton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky Clayton, Davis, 
Fulton,- Grundy, Hubbard, Lampkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pren- 
tiss, Roane, Robbins, Robinson,. Ruggles, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, 
Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—30. aioe 

NAYS—Messrs. Sevier—1. . 

The following bills also were severally read the 
third time and passed: i i i 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act for 
quieting possessions, enrolling conveyances, and 


securing the eStaies of purchasers iñ the District of 
Columbia: eee : 

‘The bill for the relief of Joseph Dashiell. 
‘GRADUATION ‘OF THE PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill providing for: the 
feduetion and graduation of the price of the public 

nds; the question being on the substitute proposed 
by:the Committee on Public Lands} when 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the tollowing amend- 
ment to the amend:nent, as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bük o o 

That from and afer tHe thirlieth day of Septen- 
ber, in the year eighteen hundred and ihitty-eight- 
all the public lands of the United States which re, 
main unsold, after having been offered at private 
sale.al one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, for 
five years, shall be sabject to entry at one dollar per 
acre; and ali lands which shall have been so offered 
for ten years, Shall be sübject to entry at one dol- 
jar per acte for twelve months after ibé said 
thirtieth day-of September, eighteen hiindred and 
thirty-eight, and after that time the same shall be 
subject. to-entry at the price of seventy-five cents 
per dcre; and all lands which shall have been so 
offered for: fifteen. years, shall be sübjeci to entry 
at one- dollar. per acre for the space of twelve 
months, and after:that time the same shail be sub- 
jéet 18 entry dt. Seventy-five cents per acre for the 
space of twelve montha, and after that time the same 
shall be subject to entry at fifty cents per adres 

Mr. GRUNDY said, in offering this amendment 
now,,.be was not actuated by any desire to discuss the 
general principles of the bill, but merely to show 
that. the preposition offered by him was better cal- 
culated to subserve the interests of the United 
States-in this matter than the original proposition 
of the committee. Mr. G. then went into a fall 
explanation of the relative metits of the several 
plupositions, contetiding that time was the only fair 
and legitimate mode of ascertaining the actual value 
of the public lands. His own experience had con- 
vizced him that nothing was more deceptive than 
the field notes of surveyors, which, from their, 
mode of running the lines, and>the nature of the 
country, must freqaently give false impressions 
wih fegard to the value.of lands.: Another reason 
for. preferring his amendment was, that while snr- 
veyors were as honest as common men, they were 
Hdl more sô, and might bedome interested in fixing 
upon the good lands; and make such represeuta- 
dions in their notes’as, would subserve their own in- 
terests. Time was the true and only test of value. 

“If the lands remained. unsold for any number of 
years; it was prima facie evidence of the inferiority 
ef. their quality.’ The object of the Government, 
Mr: G. presumed, was not to retain any of the pub- 
lic domain; and when the best lands had been sold 
at the highest prices, it was alike consonant with 
justice‘and sound pulicy that the prices óf inferior 
lands. should be réduced, or the price so graduated, 
as, while it preserved the interests of the United 
States, would enable the poor to possess themselves 
ol-farms at a reduced price. Mr. G. also spoke of 
the expense that would be incident to a survey of 
these lands; and, on the whole, thought that the 
amendment woukt secure all the objects which the 
friends of the bill had in view. 

Mr. WALKER did not-consider if very impor- 
tant whether the amendment was adopted or nol; 
novertheless as this principle of valuation to which 
the.geatleman objected. had been recommended by 
the committee, he wished to explain the grounds on 
wh:ch‘they acted, and to correct some misappre- 
hensiotis whieh seemed to ex’st on the subject, The 
appraisemnent was to be made by the Register and 
Receiver, aided by the Surveyor General, and by the 
field-noles, Sworn to.by the deputy surveyor, and 
thé two-chain-carriers—three individuals who have 
no-interest-in committing. perjury: ‘Lhe Senator 
from Tennessee suppo:ed ihat as the lines of the 
sections were only ran on the exterior, that. this 
criterion would prove deceptive; but this was the 
very: case incwhich the Register and Receiver wouid 
direct an'imspection. = He thought, however,. that 
the-field notes. were, inca yast number of cases, the 
best criterion to judge by. Tnere. were ‘not only 
entire townships; but entire: counties in which, in 
addition to the exterior ‘section. lines, 144 parallel 
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lines were run, this taking every part of the sec- 
tion... He would appëal to the Senator from Feri- 
nessee Whether he would not rely on such. field 


notes, swottt to by the deputy surveyor and the 


chain carriers, where it was shown that in all 
these lines there was nothing but pine barrens and 
fourth rate lands. In Mississippi and Alabama the 
Senator would: find that entire counties and dis- 
ricts were thus returned. In nine cases out of ten 
the field notes would be the correct criterion to 
judge by: As regarded the expense, he thought the 
objection fiot a soütid one; In such districts as he 
had referred to, the Register and Receiver referring 
otily to the field notes, no expense would be in- 
volved: But where the district varied in value, 
and where the field notes afforded no criterion, 
then they would resort to inspection. Besides, it 
only cost four dollars a mile to survey, and the in- 
spection could not come to any thing like that. He 
ventured to assert that the expense of inspection 
would not be one-eighth of one per cent. per mile. 

Mr. GRUNDY was net satisfied with the ex- 
planation of the Senator from Mississippi, and 
maintained, that if a satisfactory survey w re 
made the cost Woiild be much greater than was re- 
presented. Mr. G. contended, that in many sec- 
tions field notes were deceptive, and instanced Ar- 
kansas and others, where the true value could 
only be asceftained from consultation with persons 
residing at or near the pretnises. The only question 
tu be decided was, whether the Senator would take the 
proposition offered by the committee, or the amend- 
ment, offered by himself, which he thought he had 
shown to be liable to legs objection: 

‘Mr. SEVIER greatly preferred the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee to that of the com- 
mittee, on account of its simplicity and economy, 
as well as greater certainty cf obtaining a correct 
valuation, He had no doubt but the lines ran by 
the surveyors, and their field notes, were correct as 
far as they went; but, to his knowledge, they were 
frequently deceptive, and not to be relied on. The 
surveyor, in rumning his lines, could only note the 
quality of the land he saw; and on running through 
a canebrake, the land over which he passed might 


` be worthless, while twenty yards to his right or left, 
where he could not see, the soil might be of the best 


quality. He had seen land described in these field 
notes as of great value, which was of the worst qua- 
lity; while, on the other hand, he had known the 
very best lands to be set down as worthless. Mr. 
Mr. S. objected to the plan of personal inspection 
proposed by the commiltee, as leading to a great 
and useless expense. This inspection, he said, was 
o he made by the United States land officers, who, 
by being paid by the day—say from five to eight 
dollars, which. was the general compensation for 
similar services—would find it their interest to be 
continually inspecting land when not engaged in 
the business of their respective offices. Mr. S. re- 
ferred also to the great expense which would ne- 
cessarily be incurred, of cutting roads through 
whole sections of canebrakes. Mr. S. greatly pre- 
ferred the amendment of the Senator from Tennes- 
see, but said ihat he would vote for the bill with 
the other amendment, if he could not get the former. 


_, Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked, that having 
had, as a member of the Committee cn the Public 
Lands, something to do with bringing in this 
amendwent, he wished to set the Senator from Ten- 
nessee and others right with regard to it. The Se- 
nator treated the amendment of the committee as if 
it contained nothing as to the determination of the 
value of the lands but the field notes of the sur- 
vevors. Now, if the Senator had read the bill at- 
ientively, he would have found that the feld notes 
were regarded as one of the criteria only; and that 
the value of the land as to its location, together 
with the time that it had been. in the market, were 
also looked to. . He was fully convinced that.there 
was no certain way of ascertaining the precise 
value‘of the land, but by actual inspection; but to 
astertain itin that way would be:so expensive that 
every member of thé: Senate would be opposed to 


ir, In casting about for other-means of coming at. 


this valwe, consistent with economy and conve- 
niénce, the committee. adopted the three considera- 
tions of the locality ‘of thé ‘tract, the tirne-it had 


been in the market, and the opinion of the land of 


“cient to establish the fact. 
“years, and the amendment of the Senator from 


29% 


ficers, founded upon the.field notes, and their own 
inspection when necessary. He could. fot. agree 


_ with the Senator from: Arkansas, that the field ‘notes 


were so little to. be relied upon. . It was not to:be 
presumed that the surveyor, in running his fines, 


. could not see sufficiently to the right and Jett to 


form a probably correct judgment as to the quality’ 


of the section. He, rains the exterior lines of the ` 


section, aid is required by law-to put down a half 
mile stake. It was true that the character of the 
soil and the timber often changed within half a mile; 


but this seldom occurred where the surveyor did’ 


not observe it. But the locality of the tract was an 


important principle for ascertaining its vatue. The- 


proximity to a navigable stream, or to a town, 
would render land more valuable than that of the 
same quality, as to soil, which was not so advan- 
tageously situated. But the Senator would ob- 


serve, that with all these considerations, no land ` 


could be reduced in price until it had been offered 
first four years at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre. Secondly, it must be offered four years 
at one dollar per acre, before it could be reduced 
to seventy-five cents, and so on; always giving a 
sufficient time to sell, if worth the price. He agreed 
that the taking the time the lands had been in the 
market as the mode of valuing them, something 
like the plan of the Senator froin Tennessee, would, 
under all the circumstances, be more likely to do 
justice to the Government; but, like his friend from 
Arkansas, he was willing to take either plan that 
a majority of the Senate preferred. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky had an utter aversion 
to reducing the price of the ‘public land, which is 
already low cnough, or interfering with a system 
which had worked well for.so longa period. lt 
could easily be shown that the contemplated reduc- 
tion ought not te be made, and that all the tests of 
value were merely fallacious. This was all he 
would say at the present, indixposed as he was. 
The question might be taken on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Tennessee, buthe gave 
notice that he would, at another time, express his 
views at largeeupon that interesting topic, and 
should oppose both amendment and original bill. 

Mr. GRUNDY said the Senator from Kentucky 
was averse to the whole system of graduation, 
and would oppose it any how, so that taking the 
question on the adoption of the amendment, was a 
matter of little consequence, so far as he was 
concerned. He [Mr. G] was for reducing the 
price of the public lands, and would prefer the 
question on his amendment te be taken, and, 
whether it should be adopied or lost, the Senator 
would still have an opportunity of giving his views 
to the Senate. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grunpy’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to, and it being, by 
general consent, considered as the original text, 

Mr.NILES moved an amendment, to extend the 
time from five to eight years for the redaction of the 
price to one dollar per acre, and from ten to twelve 
years for the reduction to seventy-five cents per 
acre, and to strike out that part of the bill which re- 
duced the land to fifty cents per acre. 


Mr. N. said he did not intend to go into a gene- 
ral discussion of the bill, or the graduating princi- 
ple. By adopting the amendment of the Senator 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Gronpy,] we have decided 
that the true test for a reduction of the price of the 
public land is the time it has been in market: ‘This 
he considered correct, although he. was sensible 
that a valuation might, in some cases, afford an ad- 
ditional security; but he thought a valuation and 
classification of the public lands-would be attended 
with considerable expense, and amount to but litle, 
as respects the object.in view. ~The time the lands 
have been. in market he regarded as the most safe 
test, as it depended on the: vigilance of individuals, 
whose sagacity, brought into action by private inté- 
rest, would hardly fail of cansing the public lands 
to be purchased or entered, in the order of time, 
according with their quality. The tme that lands 
have beenin market being adopted as the only test 
to determine: what lands are of such inferior quali- 


“ty thatthe price ought to be reduced, the question is 


how long a period ought to be considered as sufi- 
The bill proposed four 


at 
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Tennessee five years. He thought this term too short. 
The quantity of land offered for sale is very great, 
something like one hundred and thirty or forty mil- 
lions of acres. Where so large a quantity of land 
is in market, it cannot all be taken up immediately. 
That only which is believed to be worth more than 
the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, will be entered on speculation. If 
there is more land in market of the-real value of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre than is 
wanted for settlement, and which is not of sufficient 
additional value to be an object for speculation, it 
must, of course, remain, for a time, unsold. And 
the fact of its not being entered, cannot be regarded 
as an evidence that it is of less value than the mi- 
nimum price. It will only prove that there are 
other lands in market of greater value, or which, 
from their situation, are more desirable. Our legis- 
lation must depend on general principles: it cannot 
be supposed that Congress can so adjust the price of 
the public lands, with reference to quality and loca- 
tion, as to produce a perfect equality, or to cause 
the sale of the public lands to be made with equal 
raridity in all the districts. ` 

Yhat Jands should have been in market five years 
and not taken up, would, no doubt, be evidence that 
other lands were in market of better quality, or pre- 
ferable location; but it would not prove that such 
lands were inferior and worth less than the mini- 
mum price. ` 

Time being the only evidence relied on to esta- 
blish the inferiority of the lands, he thought such 
period should be required, as to settle the question 
beyond all doubt. 

What, sir, are the grounds on which the gradua- 
ting principle rests? Itis not that it will operate 
beneficially to the United States, that it will aid 
the Treasury; but it is supported on the ground, 
of its being just towards the States where the lands 
are situated, and towards individual settlers who 
may have purchased adjoining lands. It is said to 
be unjust to hold the public lands all at the same 
price, when it must be apparent that they are of great 
difference in quality. This argument seems to 
assume that one dollar and twenty-five cents is the 
maximum price, and that the difference in qualily 
must be adjusted, by reducing the price on the in- 
ferior qualities. But in point of fact, the entry 
price is the minimum price, or. the average or 
medium price. But itis claimed that it is unjust to 
hold the public lands at such'price as that they will 
not sell; that the settlement of the new States is 
thereby retarded, and their resources for taxation 
impaired, and individual settlers injured. He ad- 
mitted that there was great force in these reasons, 
and was by no means opposed to the principle of 
graduation, and only wished to be cautious in its 
application, and to be careful that, under the ap- 
pearance of graduating the price of the publiclands, 
we do not necessarily disturb the land system, ‘and 
pass a law for the reduction of the price“of the 
public lands. ; 

He would notice one other objection to the bill 
as it is: if so short a time as five years is establish- 
ed for the reduction of the price of the public 
lands, will it not induce purchasers to forbear to 
enter lands, until after this period has expired, so 
as to get them at the reduced price? Some sec- 
tions, highly valuable, some choice spots would no 
doubt be entered; but the rest might be suffered to 
remain until it could be obtained at the reduced 
price. 
probable result. 
the sale of the public lands, your graduating prin- 


ciple would delay their sale, as well as diminish ` 


the proceeds. He wished to disturb the present 
system as little as possible, and did not think the 
price ought to be reduced, until the lands had been 
in market such a length of time, as should establish 
the fact beyond all reasonable doubt, that the lands 
were of inferior quality, and would not sell at the 
present minimum price; and eight years he did 
not think too long for that purpose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped that neither bim- 
self, nor those associated with him, would be ac- 
cused of arrogance when they claimed to know 
more with regard to the public domain, and all the 
cireumstances connected with it, than these who 
enver had been upon it. The honorable Senator 


It appeared to him that this would be the . 
So that, instead of promoting | 


enemas 


*personal knowledge. 


CONGRESSIONA 


from Connecticut was not aware of the situation of 
these lands when they were first brought into mar- - 


He would give an illustration from his owt 
In the county of Jackson, 
Alabama, the lands were brought into market eight 
years ago; and there were then two thousand voters 
in the county, or fifteen hundred families. | Many 
of these individuals took pre-emption rights, many 
bought at the public auction which was held, after 


ket. 


which the lands were open to every body at $1.25. 


per acre. Now, he would ask the gentleman if it 
was noi fair to presume that, after. the lands had 
been culled by these pre-emptions and auction 
sales, the remainder were not worth less than the 
Government price. The gentleman must acknow- 
ledge that these auction sales and pre-emptions 
furnished sufficient security that the Government 
could make no sacrifice in reducing the price, as 
the bill now propesed. What was the case with 
regard to lands not surveyed? There were three 
counties in his State which might be regarded as 
new, and they contained a population of not Jess 
than five hundred families each. This was. the 
territory lately acquired by treaty from the Chero- 
kee Indians. Now, was it reasonable to suppose 
that, in a district thus picked and culled by the set- 


.tlers, and then at auction, anq afterwards subject 


to entry four years, the Jands could not be reduced 
twenty-five cents per acre Without injury to the 
Government?. His friends from Indiana, Arkan- 
sas, and Missouri, who represented new States, 
and knew the face of the country, and the manner 
in which it was settled, could tell the gentleman 
that no sales took place until settlement, and. that 
population always preceded the surveys, as it would 
be impossible, without a military force, to keep the 
settlers from the fresh lands. It never had been 
done, and was not likely to be done now. — As to 
the idea held out by the Senator from Connecticut 
that an individual who wished to purchase would 
postpone it for five years for the sake of getting 
land at the reduced price, it had no foundation in 
reality. Would any prudent man risk the loss of 
a tract which he wished to purchase by letting it 
remain open for five years, to be bought by any 
body, for the sake of saving twenty-five cents an 
acre? Ie thought not, and he putit to the honora- 
ble Senator if he thought a tract was worth one 
dollar and a quarter per acre, and wanted it, if he 
would risk the loss of it, by permitting it to remain 
open, subject to entry by any body and every body, 
for five years. He hoped the Senator would see 
the propriety of withdrawing his amendment, and 
if he did not do so, then he hoped that the Senate 
would disagree with him and reject it. 

Mr. BENTON wished, when the vote was taken 
on the amendment of the Senator from Connecti- 
cut, to have the question divided. He thought the 
period of five years, as now in the bill, very ample, 
and one that allowed a very good opportunity 
of baying all the Jands picked and culled over, and 
ihe best taken out. They had to recollect that these 
lands had first been offered at public auction, 
where they would not bring the $1 25 per acre, 
and that they had remained open to every body at 
tha! price ever since. H was known that during 
the last two years fifty millions of acres had been 
sold, and that the spirit of speculation prévailing 
during that time had made very heavy drafts on 
the public domain. Lands had been taken up by 
agents for persons at a distance that were not worth 
twelve and a halfcents per acre. It was seen, by 
the report of the Secretary of the Freasury, that 
there were, in round numbers, seventy millions of 
acres that had been subject to private entry for five 
years, and could not find purchasers at the esta- 
blished price. Outof that. seventy millions, a con- 
siderab'e portion, if they believed the report of the 
land officers, was not worth having; but that of the 
remainder, a great deal of it would be sold imme- 
diately, if it was offered at its real value; for it was 
in the midst of the settlements, mixed up with the 
farms of the settlers, who would be glad to have 
it, some for the sake of the Umber, some for the 
water, and some for the sake of extending their 
farms, and keeping of a bad neighbor. The great 
object at present was the state of the Treasury, and 
it was, therefore, désirable that these lands should 
be sold immediately, and the money brought into it. 


five and ten years:a suf- 
enate thought it best: to 
tim prefer five and fifteen 
years to eight’ ‘and * He suggested ‘to the 
Senator from Connecticut whether he would not be 
willing to modify; his amendment to that effects — 
: Mr. NILES was unwilling to change his amend- 
ment, believing that the extension’ of the time’ for 
the first class of reductions, from five to eight 
years, to be the most important. | ae 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that his friend from Con- 
necticut, who had stoed by the squatters in many 
a hard-fought battle; would not desert’ them’ now. 
In the first placc, ‘this Government was the only: 
one on earth that ever undertook to make money’ 
by selling land. On one side of us, Texas gives: 
her lands to the settlers who will go on them; and, 
on the other side, in Canada, her Majesty, Queen: 
Victoria, gives them farms ‘on’the same easy con- 
ditions. At this very time, there were’ thousands’ 
of our industrious and valuable citizens, who were 
induced to cross the river and go into Texas, be- 
cause they could get land there for nothing, while: 
our Government would not sell it for what it was. 
worth. He had just received the information that 
two of the counties of his State wanted te: give- 
themselves to Texas; and, indeed, he did not know: 
but at this moment his State was engaged in a war’ 
with General Houston, and all because the people: 
could get lands on better terms from the “Texan, 
Government than ours. But what he more ‘parti-- 
cularly objected to, was the injustice ‘with. which: 
the new States were treated by holding’ ‘the: lands: 
up at more than they were worth, end keeping: 
them from Settlement. If the lands were ‘offered! 
ata fair price, they would be sold, and be subject to 
taxation by the State, and thus enable her to sup- 
port the expenses of her Government. He asked if 
it was fair for this Government, in this manner, to 
violate the compact with the new States. ‘He re- 
gretied much that his State had ever relinquished. 
the power of taxing the Government land; and, for: 
his part, he would rather have remained out of fhe 
Union a few years longer than consent to it, If 
the State could tax the Government lands, he: ven- 
tured to assert that they would not long he kept 
out of market, for they had there a very effectual 
mode of dealing with speculators whev. they got 
them subject to taxation. Give us, said Mr. 8. 
the taxing power over these lands, znd. you may 
then keep them up.as high as you ‘pléase. He 
hoped that his friend froma Connecticut; who had 
stood by him so long, would come to. some com- 
promise, and modify. his amendment. 

Mr. NILES replied, that after the very feeling 
appeals of his friend from ‘Arkansas, and taking: 
into consideration also his magnanimous course the: 
other day on the duelling bill, when he was so wil-- 
ling to suffer martyrdom on that floor, he could not 
refuse to make some concessions to him in the way 
of a compromise; and he would therefore be wil- 
ling to gřve him one year, and make his amend- 
ment read seven instead of eight years. 

The question was then taken on striking out the 
word five, and inserting seven, and lost—ayes 17, 
noes 19. : 

The question was next taken on striking out ten 
and inserting twelve,and lost without a division; and 

The question was then taken on striking out all 
after the word acre, as in the tenth line, which was 
also lost—ayes 15, noes 19. i ys to 

The effect of these questions was to leave the 
bill in the shape of Mr. Grunpy’s amendment, as 
printed in the beginning of the debate. a 

Mr. LYON then offered an amendment, which 
was to give to the States the right of purchasing at 
a reduced price the refuse lands within their limits‘ 
but withdrew it after some remarks from Messtis.. 
CLAY of Alabama and. LINN. eRe 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped’ that, from the 
importance of the measure, the Senate wouldicon-- 
sent to let it lie over for two or’ three days. From 
the votes taken to-day, it appeared that not more 
than two-thirds of the Senate was present, and here 
was a measure the effect of which was to legislate 
away hundreds: of millions; He suggested that 
sufficient progress had been made in the bill for 
the present, and ashe wished to address the Senate 
on it when there was a full House, he trusted that 


the friends of the bill would consent to a postpone- 
ment ae ee 

Mr.. CLAY of Alabama was not disposed to 
hurry the measure, and was willing to postpone it 
for- any reasonable ‘time, . While up, he. would 
reply to some remarks made by the Senator from 
Kentucky. The gentleman said that the bill was 
to legislate away hundreds of millions 

Mr. CLAY of Kentneky. Iwill prove it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied that he chal: 
lénged him fo. the proof, and would be glad to see 
how the gentleman would do it. The bill extended 
only to 71,000,000 of acres anda fraction, about 
one-half of which must have been in market and 
subject to private entry, at $1 25 per acre, for 
fifteen years and upwards, and would not bring 
that, while the greater part of.the ether half was 
ascertained to be of little value or unfit for cultiva- 
tion, Under the provisions of the bill as it now 
stood, he said not an acre could be sold for less 
than fifty cents. He submitted to the Senate, there- 
fore, whether it was not very extravagant to say 
that hundreds of millions, or even fifty or forty 
millions, of acres, or dollars, were involved in this 
measure? Why, sir, the Government has not sold 
fromthe very commencement to the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, but about 75,000,000 of acres out of 
172,374,470 acres offered for sale, in all; and 
the whole amount received from purchasers has 
been but about $106,000,000; and those sales have 
included, too, he most fertile and valuable lands— 
those of Mississippi and Louisiana, producing cot- 
ton, sugar cane; &c. How strange, then, the asser- 
tion ‘of the Senator from Kentucky! The last 
clausé ofthe bill did not propose that the lands 
should be reduced to fifty cents till it had been 
offered’ for seventeen years in the market He 
could not, therefore, imagine how the Senator 
came to the conclusions he did, and he hoped that 
no one would be frightened by bis portentous fore- 
bodings. With the consent of the Senate, he 
would agree that the bill be laid-over till the day 
after to-morrow, when the honorable Senator might 
have an opportunity of being heard. He would be 
glad, however, to have the bill printed as amended. 

Mr.CLAY- of Kentucky said he did not mean to 
enter into an argument with his honorable nane- 
sake at the present time. He wished a full Senate 
before he went into an examination of this mea- 
sure, and, whén the time came, he wonld prove all 
that he-ħad said.. He ‘would propose’ that the bill 
be-postponed till: Wednesday next. 

Mr CRAY of Alabama “assented, and the bill 
was postponed “to, ana made the order of the day 
for, Wednesday next. 

The bitin addition to the act supplementary to 
the act to establish the northern boundary line of 
Ohio; and-to provide’ for the adnaission of the State 
of. Michigan, into tie Union on certain conditions, 
was’taken.up, and warmly supported by Messrs. 
LYON, NORVELL, SEVIER and TIPTON, and 
opposéd by Messrs. CLAY, CRITTENDEN, 
WALKER and DAVIS. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to postpone the bill 
until the 31st day of December next, avowing him- 
self, at the same time, friendly to it; and that he 
will be willing to vote for it when better times 
came; but, in the present embarrassed state of the 
Treasury, he thought the . strictest economy neces- 
sary, and therefore could not vote for the bill. 

After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN in 
favor of the motion, and from Mr. NORVELL and 
TIPTON against it, the question was taken, and 
the motion was agreed to—yeas 23, nays LL: 

“YEAS—.Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay ‘of. Alabama, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Hubbard, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
WNites;.Prentiss; Rives, Roane, Strange, Swift, Trot- 
ter; Walker, White, Williams, and Wrighi—23. 

-NAYS—Messrs-Fultou, Grundy Lyon, Norvell, 
Robitkon Ruggles: Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tip- 
toi; and: Young—11. ; 

. The Senate‘adjourned. 


‘REPRESENTATIVES, - 
Bs ‘seepay, April.10, 1838. ..: 
Petitions. were, :on leave, presented by Mr. SAW- 
‘YER< of North Carolina, and Mr. CRAIG of 
Virginia. : 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. . 
Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the Dis- 


| trict of Columbia, reported a bill for the erection of 


a Court House at. Alexandria, in the District of 


| Columbia. 


Mr. B. also moved that this committee ‘bé 
discharged from the further consideration of. the 
resolution inqniring into the expediency of receding 


. the District of Columbia, and that the subject, with 


arepert thereon, be laid on the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to postpone it till to- 
morrow, ou tke ground that the gentleman who 
introduced the resolution (Mr. Wise] was not then 
in his seat. 

Mr. BOULDIN signified his assent, and the sub- 
ject was postponed accordingly. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported Seriate bill, with sundry amendments, to 
amend the act of 3Ist May, 1832, respecting en- 
rolling conveyances, ete. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the anti-duelling bill 
of the Senate be referred ic the select committee on 
the subject of duelling, instead of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to which it had xeen referred yes- 
terday; which was agreed to. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Gratian 
Ray. 
Mr. HOWARD moved that the vacancy on the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Parton, be filled; which was 
ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Samuel Hatten, of the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. HEROD, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to John 
Brown. ' 

Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William A. Cuddeback. : 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made several unfavorable 
reports, and against the proposition to extend the 
pension act of 1837. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the map accompany- 
ing the President’s Message, on the subject of a 
canal communication across the Isthmus of Pa- 
nama, be printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, the chart of 
Gore sound, North Carolina, was ordered to be 
lithographed on a reduced scale. 

Mr. JONES of New York, from the Committee 
on the Territories, reported a bill granting an ap- 
propriation for purchasing a law library for the 


use of the Court of Appeals and Legislative Coun-- 


cil of Florida. 

Mr. BOND then resumed his remarks on the 
subject of a divorce of the public press from the 
patronage of the Government, and again gave way 
for the orders of the day without concluding. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting reports from the Third Auditor and Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, relating to the appointment of 
pension agents, the time of their appointment, their 
compensation, the banks with which they are con- 
nected, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. CUSH- 
MAN, was laid on the table. 

NAVAL SERVICE. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for 1838.” - ` 


The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 


MONTGOMERY to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for the purpose of spe- 


. cifying the amount required for the South Sea Ex- 


ploring. Expedition. 

Mr. BRONSON, who was entitled to the foor, 
entered into a defence -of the laté and présent Ad- 
ministrations in relation ta thissubject,.and, though 


he disclaimed » being opposed to the-Exploring: Ex-. 


pedition, either-the late projected: one or another, 


he was in favor of having the bill recommitted;:be-: 


cause he thought it proper that the estimates should 
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| be furnished, and the sum neGessty. for.carrying it 
on made: distinct and, separate from the appropria» 
tions ~ necessary. for, the general service of the 

Navy. This was:due to the country, for. there 

had been upwards of $700,000 already ex~_ 
pended, and thé only. result. was that there 
was no longér an. Exploring Squadron ia) 
existence, and the question was, should they order 

a new one to bë fitted out? He thought not, expe~ 

cially in the present embarrassed condition of the 

Treesury; and he also doubted whether, in the pre- 

sent state of feeling towards the scheme, both 

throughout the country and in the navy, any of 

those great results anticipated by its friends would 

be produced. By and by, when the present excife- 

ment had passed away, such an expedition might 

be sent out that would redound to the honor of the 

country, and produce very. beneficial results; and he 

would be willing to sustain it, but this.was not the 

proper time. He was satisfied that no results, 

commensurate with the expenditure, would ensue 

from its sailing now. 

Mr. B. also doubted the propriety of the appoint- 
ment of Lieutenant Wilkes, not from his want of 
skill or experience, but from his being a junior 
Officer, the effect of which would increase the pre- 
sent dissatisfaction and lead to dissensions. In 
reply 10 the argument that the money already ex- 
pended would be so mnch thrown away, he had 
ascertained the loss would not exceed a thousand 
dollars, for nearly all the articles were required 
elsewhere, whereas twenty-five thousand dollars 
would be wanted to complete the two vessels now 
at New York. : 

Mr. B. concluded by suggesting a modification to 
secommit the bili, with instructions to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to report specifically what 
would be the additional sum necessary to sustain 
the Exploring Expedition over and above what it 
would be necessary to keep these vessels in the 
service, provided they be employed in the coast 
service, or in any other service. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that he had pre- 
pared a modifiAtion to'thateffect. > , 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentleman 
from North Carolinato withdraw his motion to re- 
commit the bill, for Mr. © was prepared, lorg 
since, to make a motion to strike out this appropri- 
ation altogether, and to discontinue this expedition 
in May next. Mr. C. then moved sundry reduc- 
tions in the bill, amounting in the aggregate to 
$192,000, remarking that this would bring the 
House to a direct vote whether they would or would 
not continue the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY withdrew his motion, 
with the distinct undestanding, as he stated, that a 
direct vote be taken on the continuance or discon- 
tinuance of this expedition. - Å 

Mr. BRONSON disapproved of the motion of 
his colleague, because: it contemplated a positive 
| diseontinuance of the expedition. ` 

Mr. MERCER expressed his regret at the course 
proposed by the gentleman from New York, whose 
motion was pending. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the motion 
was not his own, but was made by him to bring the 
House toa direct vote. He was understood fur- 
ther to say that he should vote against it himself. 

Mr. MERCER continued, and went on to show 
the importance of the proposed expedition, and to 
argue against employing the vessels as a coast sur- 
veying squadron, because a triangular survey 
should first be completed. He was warmly: in 
favor of the Exploring Expedition, and remarked 
that the only question was whether the present Ad- 
ministration were competent to carry-it into execu- 
tion. For himself, he did not:believe that, take the 
whole of them together, with the President and 
Cabinet, they all had capacity sufficient to. furnish 
instructions for. it... Still he was unwilling, éven 
in view of this fact, that the honor of the coantry 
should. te ‘tarnished’ by. an abandonment of the 
scheme. Mr: M.-concluded, by: defending the 
: charactertof Commodore Jones. 
| “Mr. BRONSON disclaimed having, in the. re- 
| motest degree, intended to cast the slightest impu- 
tation upon the character and conduct of Commo- 
dote Jones; both of which, oncé for all, he pro- 
“nounced to be, in his opinion, unexceptionable. 
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Mr, CRARY.did not see what the character of 
Commodore Jones-had to do with the question un- 
der consideration, though, if it should be gone into, 
Mr. C: should dissent from much of the eulogy he 
had heard. “The history of the events. de- 
monstrated that, through the agency of this very 
gentleman, the whole design and intention of 
Congress had been changed, from an exploring 
to a scientific expedition, when the latter object 
should have been an incidental one. At all events, 
the failare had grown. out of the collision between 
Commodore Jones and the Head of the Navy De- 
partment, though Mr. C. considered the latter to 
be no head atall, for he was utterly unfit for the 
station he occupied. The responsibility of the 
failure lay with both of them, but.the immediate 
preparations with Commodore Jones, under whose 
superintendence and direction vessels were con- 
structed, which he had represented to be well quali- 
fied tor the service, when they had turned outto be 
unfit. ` : 

Mr. C. was opposed to the expedition originally, 
but he was not now inclined to desert it, and as 
the reasons weré stronger that it should sail than at 
first, from the amount of money expended, he 
hoped it wouid continue, and should vote for it. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto the following words: 

“And that no part of the money appropriated in 
this bill shall, after the first of May next, be ap- 
plied to the use of the South Sea Expedition until 
the further action of Congress.” 

Mr. MONTGOMERY accepted this as a modi- 
fication. 


Mr. WISE then addressed the House at length 
in opposition to the continuance of the expedition, 
and in a review of the circumstances which had 
produced its failure. 


Mr. REED followed in support of the expedition. 


Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded the previous 
question, but it was not seconded, only 36 voting 
for it. 


Mr. SERGEANT was warmly in. favor of the 
expedition, and went into an examination of the 
causes of its failure, which he ascribed wholly to 
the Executive Department, and of a piece with the 
mode in which it had managed all the other affairs 
entrusted to it, such as the Florida war, the Trea- 
sury buildings, &c. With reference to the money 
already expended, he regarded it as nothing com- 
pared with the dishonor that would befal the coun- 
try upon the abandonment of the project, inde- 
pendent of the great injustice. of having called a 


number of individuals from their private stations, 


and then turning them off. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment; which were ordereil, and 
were—yeas 57, nays 91. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted two or 
trec verbal amendments; which were agreed to. 

Mr. WISE suggested to some one in favor of the 
expedition, for he would not move it himself, io 
move the insertion of a provision in the bill, as the 
House had determined upon the continuance of the 
expedition, limiting the time within which it shall 
sail, Fix any reasonable time, say three monihs, 
or six, or twelve, or two years, or even three; but 
in the name of sense, in the name of economy, he 
did hope the House would limit the period. 

Mr. MALLORY then moved the following pro- 
viso: 

“ Provided, That, in officering the exploring 
squadron, for which appropriations are herein 
made, the law of the 25th of February, 1799, be 
not violated in any’ of ils provisions.” 

Mr. M. caused an extract of the law to be read 
as explanatory of his object, which was, that none 
under a captain could be appointed to the com- 
mand of vessels of war, over a certain number of 

ns. 

The amendment was rejected. : 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

On motion, - 

The House adjourned, — 


CONGRESSIONAL 


IN SENATE, 
Toxspay; April 10, 1838. ~- 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, containing the information inre- 
lation to the payment of pensions- required by the 


resolution of the Sth ultimo: laid on the table and -} 


ordered to be printed. : : : 

Mr. LINN presented a petition signed by. nu- 
merous inhabitants of Marion and Shelby counties, 
Missouri, asking for a post route from Palmyra to’ 
Shelbyville, by Oakdale and New Market: referred 
to the Committee ou the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Fransis Bouchier, praying 
confirmation of a lot of ground in the town of 
Peoria, State of Illinois: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. : 

Also, from many individuals in Missouri, asking 
fora removal of the land office from St. Louis to 
Potosi, which they say would be more central and 
convenient for the people: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, instructing their Senators 
and requesting their Representatives in Congress to 
use their exertions to procure the passage of a law 
for the confirmation of Spanish grants to land: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. F. also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Rio Hondo, in Louisiana, praying a con- 
firmation of title to their lands: referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, against the passage 
of the international copy right law: referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Betsey 
Booth, praying fora pension; which was referred 
to the Commitee on Pensions. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, praying for a grant of land 
to open a canal: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Langaster, Pennsylvania, on the 
subject of ductting; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLIEN presented the petition of John Elli- 
ott, praying comnensation for a horse lost in the 
service of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Cisims. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of the heirs of John Law. 

Mr, NICHOLAS, from the Committee an the 
Distriet of Columbia, to which had been referred 
the memorial of the president and directors of the 
Bank of Alexandria, reported a bill to extend the 
time allowed them for winding up their affairs: read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which had been referred the bill from the House 
for the relief of ~ Harris, reported the same 
with amendments; which were read. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Roswell L. Colt aud others, praying for the passage 
of a law to cnabie them to institute proceedings in 
the courts of the United States to enable them to try 
the validity of thcir claims to lands in Missouri and 


Arkansas, reported a bill for that purpose; which 


was read and crdered to a second reading. 

The bill to authorize the issuing a patent to the 
heirs and legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased, was, aftersome remarks from Mr. LINN, 
read the third time and passed. 

The resolution snbmitted by Mr. DAVIS some 
days ago, calling on the Secretary of War for a re- 
port relative to the building and employment of 
steam batteries for coast defence and how far the 
same can advantageously be substituted for forts, 
was taken up, and, after some remarks from Messrs. 
DAVIS and BENTON, adopted. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Bolitha Laws was taken up; when 

Mr. H. moved to postpone the bill indefinitely; 
and, after a debate, in which the motion was 
supported by Messrs. HUBBARD, TIPTON, 
WHITE and PRENTISS, and opposed by Messrs. 
ROANE, RIVES and WRIGHT, the motion was 
carried—~yeas 32, nays 5, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Allén; Berton, Buchanan, Gal- 
houn, Clay of ‘Alabama; Clayton, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lampkin, Lyon, Mou- 
ton, Niles, Norvell, Pearce, Prentiss, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier; Smith of Connecticut, Smith: of 


Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tipton, ‘Trotter, Wall, 


White, Williams, Wright, and Young—38 0 
NAYS—Messrs.. Crittenden, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Rives, and Roane—5, . PIRLO k 
Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of a. num- 
ber of citizens of Georgetown, D. C, and of that 
partof Washington county west.of Rock creek, 
praying for a retrocession to the State of Mary- 
land: referred to a Select committee of five. : 
On motion of Mr. KING, ‘ i f 
The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business; after which, ; 
It adjourned.. : a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
f WEDNESDAYa April 11, 1838. : 
RETROCESSION OF THE DISTRICT. ~ 

The first business in order, was the report of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia ‘against 
the expediency of a retrocession of the District. 

Mr. BOULDIN said the report of the committee 
and motion had been yesterday, at the request of 
his colleague [Mr..Horxtyg,] postponed for -his 
colleague [Mr. Wise,] who had moved the original 
resolution, until this morning.’ He did not see his 
colleague in his seat, and was willing, if he had 
the power to postpone the ‘subject: still, to, do so 
again, until the mover [M. Wisz;] came ins | 

Mr. ADAMS said there were many subjects 
that this House did not choose to debate, and abg- 
lition was one of them. That question would 
come up if the report of the committee and motion 
of the chairman should be debated. He wished 
the question taken then— ; i i 

The SPEAKER. said- the motion was:not de- 
baleable. 

Mr. BOULDIN rejoined. The committee in- 
ended to avoid a debate on abolition in asking to 
be discharged from this. i 

The SPEAKRR said the question was not de- 
bateable. f l 

Mr. BOULDIN said he moved to Jay the resolu- 
tion and report on the table. fe 

The motion was agreed to, and the subject laid 
on the table. ge ee rare 

Ata subsequent stage, a a 

Mr, WISE appealed to some gentleman who had 
vored in favor of this motion, to move a ‘reconside- 
ration, in order that a motion might be made ‘to 
commit it to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. In his opinion, a majority of 
Congress would be found to differ with the Com- 
mittee for the District. i 

Mr. BOULDIN, on leave, made an explanation. 
He had proposed, he said, to waive making the 
motion till his colleague was in his seat; but it was 
objected to. His colleague knew that Mr. B. was 
willing, in the House and out of the House, that the 
subject of abolition should be argued, and that the 
people should be fully and correctly informed of ali 
in relation to tl, and that he had yielded that opi- 
nion, openly expressed, to the will of his constitu- 
ents, as he believed their opinion to be, and of all 
the South and his friends, and the repeated expres- 
sion solemnly made of the opinion of this House, 
contrary to his own known opinion; for he 
thought. the South ought to know their whole 
danger; but the opinion of the South generally, 
however expressed, had been. different-—-that 
of the House was different. He believed his 
constituents thought differently, and the committee 
over which he had the honor to preside, desired 
that he should ask to be discharged, witha view to 
avoid discussion on the subject of abolition, and 
he felt bound, under the circumstances, to hold on 
to the motion, and decision to lay‘on the table. 

The SPEAKER here interposed, and reminded 
the gentleman that the motion was not debateable. 
Mr. BOULDIN resumed his seat. i 

Mr. WISE would state that his object was to put 
this question to rest; and he. appealed: to Southern 
oa to sustain him in the motion he should 
make, > ~ : 

Mr. HARLAN then made the motion solicited 


by: Mr... Wasp; to reconsider the. vote laying: this 
subject:on.the table. - y Pe 
Mr. WISE then gave notice of the motion he 
should. màke; if this should. prevail. a i 
~ Mr. MASON. of Ohio moved to lay the motion 
to. reconsider on the table. 
Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. ; 


Mr. ADAMS said he wonld show the gentleman 


from. Virginia, that the question of abolition was 
intimately invoived in this, as well as that of a 
change of the seat of Government. i 

Mr. WISE replied that it was the Abolitionists 
who sought to retain the District for their own pur- 
poses, aud it behooved Southera men to take the 
ground for retrocession in order, thereby, to destroy 
the last hopes of the Abolitionists. 

The motion was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 82, nays 63. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, fromthe Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Nathaniel Mitchell. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Claims, reported Senate bili, to provide for the is- 
suing of patents for certain lands at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin Territory, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. ‘McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill concerning the Western 
trontier... ` 

Mr. McK AY also reported adversely on a reso- 
lution directing an inquiry-in relation to the pay of 
volunteers. called into the service of the Unite 
States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr, JONES,” from the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, reported a bill -for making an appropriation 
fur a compilation of the laws of Florida. 

DIVORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS. 

‘Lhe House then resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted some time Since by 
Mr. Hopxins, of Virginia: 

Resolved, That a select coumittee, consisting of 
five- members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the ‘same by. the adoption of such a system of re- 
form: and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereof’ as the public good may . require; and that 
the said committee. be instructed.-also'to inquire 
into:the expediency.of divorcing, by law, the Go- 
vernment from the public press, by prohibiting, in 
future, every officer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing. any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execute-any. portion of the public printing, 

Mr. BOND. resumed his remarks in support of 
the.resolution, and again continued till the expira- 
t ion ofthe time devoted to morning business. 

Mr. WISE begged leave to propound an inquiry 
to.-the. gentleman from ‘Ohio, [Mr. Hamer,] viz: 
when-he proposed to call up the resolution laid on 
the table by him some days since. 

Mr. HAMER was about to respond, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and objected. 

Mr. WISE accordingly moved a suspension of 
the rules, but the House refused—ayes 86, noes 
54, not two-thirds, 

-The SPEAKER laid beforethe House a com- 
munication from. the Acting Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report from the Commanding Gene- 
yalof the Army, in answer to the inquiry whether 
any Seminole Indians coming in under a flag of 
truce or were brought in by the Cherokee Indians, 
had been made prisoners by General Jesup. 

On'motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table. 

tag NAVAL SERVICE. 

Fhe “bill making appropriations for the naval 
service of the United States for the year 1832,” was 
taker: up- on its third reading. 

Mr. MALLORY, without intending to open 
again-the discussion on this bill, for the wants of 
the-sérvicé required its passage, but in consequence 
of what had been said yesterday in reference to 
the character of a distinguished officer, felt. con- 
strained to cause.a.vindicatory statement from that 
gentleman to..be read; Mr. M. then sent the pa- 
per from Com.Jones:to, the Clerk’s table, which 
was,read to the Houses o 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


The statement went on to throw the whole blame 
of the failure of the Exploring Expedition- on. the 


‘Secretary of the Navy, ascribing the failure chiefly 


to three radical causes: 

1. The inability of the. Navy Commissioners to 
fitout the Macedonian in time. 

2. The want of confidence displayed towards the 
commander of the proposed squadron, the continued 
opposition made to almost every thing proposed by 
him, the indefinite and unsettled plans of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, the repeated changes in his own 
plans, &c. ; 

3. The semi-official and confidential correspon- 
dence and intercourse. carried on by the Secretary 
ofthe Navy with junior officers of the navy, &c. 

Mr. M. then went over a review of the facts and 


circumstances connected with the Exploring Expe- ’ 


dition, sustaining the positions assumed by Com. 
Jones, by areference to such documents as had 
been laid before Congress. . 

Mr. M. disclaimed being opposed to such an 
expedition, if properly organized; but he was 
opposed to the present one, from the plan by which 
it was intended to be carried on, and he could not 
agree with those who thought ita light matter to 
set aside the law, the rules of the service, by plac- 
ing a junior officer over the heads of upwardsof a 
hundred of his seniors. Ft was a violation of rank, 
and consequently a violation of rignt, and it was 
to obviate this, that he had submitted the proviso, 
offered by him yesterday, though he had nothing 
to object to the character of Lieutenant Wilkes. 

Mr. HOFFMAN explained, that though the 
service contained in the list many, both his juniors 
as well as seniors, fully competent to conduct this 
expedition, yet he meant to say that Mr. Wilkes 
was pre-eminently qualified for it, and he insisted 
that the appointmentment of that gentleman did 
not violate the rule of seniority, since the rule 
only applied in time of war. A selection fora 
command like this should be made with reference 
to the scientific acquirements, as well as to nautical 
ability, and he instanced the cases of Captain 
Cooke, who was made a Lieutenant for the pur- 
pose; of Captain Ross, who was chosen to command 
the expedition to the North Pole, while only a com- 
mander; and of Parry, who, like Cooke, was com- 
missioned a Lieutenant for the second voyage to 
the North Pole. The British admiralty passed 
over all the senior officers, in these cases, and no 
complaint was ever made by them. 

Mr. WISE insisted that the appointment of 
Lieutenant Wilkes did disparage those who were 
higher on the list than himself. But Mr. W. un- 
derstood that Lieutenant Wilkes had not been se- 
lected in consequence ol his pre-eminent scientific 
atlainmenis, or his peculiar fitness, but because he 
had pledged himself to dismiss a part of the scien- 
tific corps, who were obnoxious to the Department; 
and Mr, W. asked for some information of his 
friend from New York on this point. 

Mr. HOFFMAN could only say that such a re- 
port had never reached him. 

Mr. WISE would not vouch for the truth of this 
charge; but it had reached him from a respec.able 
source; and such a rumor prevailed among a branch 
of the service. Mr. W. understood that Mr. Rey- 
nolds, who had done so much in getting up this ex- 
pedition, was to be dismissed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN felt it due to state that it was 
Lieut. Wilkes’s opinion that the scientific corps, as 
proposed, was larger than wasnecessary, and also 
that.a portion of them could be selected from the 
navy itself. Mr. H. himself should regret the dis- 
mission of Mr. Reynolds, and hoped it would not 
take place. Of the charge alluded to, he again ex- 
pressed his ignorance. 

Mr. INGHAM remarked that it was the uni- 
versal opinion that the scientific corps should be 
reduced. Indeed, it was apparent to every one 
at all conversant with the expedition, that it must 
be too large, because the corps had been originally 
organized with reference to a squadron’ twice. as 
large as that now contemplated... Mr. I. could not 
bring himself to believe that the Secretary of War 


. (who-had made the appointment) had entered into 
any such a combination as that alluded to by Mr. 


Wise. WEEE Lag 
Mr. WISE had not brought a- charge, ñor stated. ” 
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that such a combination had existed, but that it 
was believed by.,some attached. to’ the Scientific 
corps that the opinion of Lieut. Wilkes, that. the 
corps should be-teduced, was the peculiar fitness 
that led to his appointment, rather than his, skill 
and courage. : 


Mr. BOON said no admendment had been pro- 
posed to the bill, and all tliat had been said, was 
merely explanatory of what had been said by gen- 
tlemen on yesterday, and, therefore, a continuance 
of this kind of discussion was ~not calculated to 
shed any new light upon the subject. The gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] had said~that 
while many of those who stood opposed in politics 
might be compelled to vote for extravagant appro: 
priations, the Administration would beheld respon- 
sible for the whole amount of public expenditare. 
Sir, [said Mr- B.) I, for one, as one of the friends 
and supporters of the Administration, will not 
shrink from my share of responsibility. And I 
will tell gentlemen of the Opposition, that there is 
another responsibility that they will be held ac- 
countable for, and that is, for the waste of time 
and money in making Opposition speeches, which 
would cost more money than the amount of ap- 
propriation that may be involved, and for their 
voting for the appropriation, with perhaps one or 
two exceptions, as was the case on the appropria- 
tion to defray the expenses of the Florida war. 
Mr. B. concidded his remarks by a demand for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, 68 to 64, 
the main question ordered, put, and agreed to with- 
out a division. 

So the bill was passed. 

RED RIVERRAFT. - 

The “bill making an appropriation (of $70,000) 
for the removal of the great raft on Red river,” 
was also read a third time, and passed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD; 

The House then took up, on its third reading, 
the “bill making appropriations for continuing the 
Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, and for other purposes.” 

The question was on concirring with the Com 
mittee of the Whole in an additional section, mak- 
ing appropriations for guard fences on the road 
east of the Ohio, for widening the road leading 
down Laurel Hill, ete. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to recommit the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
nstructions to report a bill ceding the Cumberland 
road to the States through which it passes west of 
the Ohio, as had been done in reference to that part 
of it east of the river, and asked for the yeas and 
nays thereon. 

This proposition was sustained by Messrs, UN- 
DER WOOD and CAMPBELL, of South Carolina 

Mr. BOON said he was not a little surprised at 
the remarks which had just fallen from the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoop.] That 
gentleman had declared that he considered any 
system of internal improvement by the General 
Government as being now entirely defunct! This 
Mr. B. was sorry to hear from a professed friend of 
the measure, as he had not expected to hear such a 
declaration from any member of a party in politics 
who claim to be the exclusive friends and support- 
ers of all the great interests ofthe country. I, con- 
tinued Mr. B. stand upon this question, at. this 
time, precisely as I did when I first came to Con- 
gress in the year 1825. Iwas then, as lam now, 
in favor of a proper system of internal improve- 
ments by the General Government. But it seems 
that the gentleman from Kentucky has changed his 
views in reference to this subject, and he has very 
frankly stated his reasons for having done so; and I 
was pleased to hear him cce out and avow his 
future objects in terms so bold and manly ashe has 
done on this occasion: i 

The gentleman fiom Kentucky now proposes to 
egde the National road, in its present unfinished 
state, to the States through which the same may 


“yan, to be completed by the States. respectively; and 


declares that-he is in favor of distributing the whole 
of the proceeds arising from the sales of the public 
lands among thé twenty-six States of this Union, 


for the purpose of enabling the States respectively 
-H to-make their own works of internal improvement. 


Sir, said Mr. B-Tam utterly opposed to any system 
of raising revenue for the purpose of distribution 
among the States. Such a system was never con- 
templated‘by the framers of the Constitution. We 
-have'recently experienced the bad effects of a dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue among the: several 
States. It was found that before the fourth instal- 
ment of the surplus revenue was: deposited with the 
States; the Treasury of the United States was defi- 
cient in revenue ever nine millions of dollars. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, from what source of reve- 
nue was this large surplus of 1836 derived? Sure- 
ly.not from duties imposed on foreign merchandise; 
but from the great ‘increase of land sales by the 
Government. — Previous to the year 1835, the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands varied from two and a half to three and a 
half millions of dollars per annum. In 1835 and 
1836, the amount received into the Treasury from 
the same source increased to nearly thirty-five mil. 
lions of dollars, and. notwithstanding the amount 
since received into the Treasury from sales’ of the 
public.land, your Treasury is now deficient many 
millions.of dollars in consequence-of your distribu- 
tion act, And yet the gentleman from Kentucky is in 
favor of withholding, or withdrawing the whole 
amount of revenue received from the sales of the 
public lands from the Treasury of the United 
States, tò be scrambled for, and wasted by the 
twenty-six States of the Union. Should this policy 
be adopted, there must, and will be, a very large 
deficiency in the Treasury for the ordinary pur- 
-poses of Government, which will have to be made 
up by an increase of the tariff. Mr. B. admonish- 
ed those gentlemen who were opposed toa high 
tariff, not to withdraw from the Treasury the reve- 
nue derived from the sales of the public lands, to 
be distributed among the several States, as such a 
policy would inevitably lead to an increase of the 
tariff. f : 
Mr. B. said that neither.the gentleman from 
. Kentueky nor himself, represented a. manufactur- 
ing people. Our constituents, said he, are most- 
ly farmers and mechanics, who are the consumers of 
articles. manufactured, and whilst he would not 
knowingly give a vote to operate injuriously. upon 
the manufacturing interest of the country, he 
would guard the interests of his constituents against 
the undue influence of chartered monopolies of 
every kind. Mr. B. was in favor of a tariff which 
had for its object the. raising of revenue, and the 
giving ef reasonable and just protection to home 
industry. But, said he, I come to the subject more 
immediately under consideration. The National 
road now being constructed in the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois, has thus far progressed in con- 
formity with the compacts betweea the General 
Government and those States, respectively, by 
which they were admitted into the Federal union. 
It was conditioned by acts of Congress, admitting 
those States into the Union, that two per cent. of 
the nett proceeds arising from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands should be applied under the direction of 
Congress, in the making of roads to those States, 
respectively. In Ohio, this road is completed to 
some twenty miles west of Columbus. Fn the 
States of Indiana and Illinois, the grabbing of the 
road has been completed, and considerable pro- 
gress has been made in grading and erecting 
bridges, without any portion of the road having 
been completed in either of those States, 
and now the gentleman from Kentucky 
proposes that the General Government shali 
abandon this great national improvement, and 
surrender it, in its present unfinished condition, 
to the States through which it passes. Mr. Speak- 
er, I will not take up more of the time of the House 
in discussing this question, but I will put it to gen- 
tlemen who have heretofore voted for appropria- 
tions for carrying on this great work of national 
importance, to say whether they are now prepared 
to abandon it to its fate. Sir, the construction of 
this road over the mountains and through the new 
States, has and will induce many thousands to emi- 
grate to the West and purchase the Government 
lands, by which means your Treasury will be more 
than reimbursed for all that will be required to com- 
plete this great work.. I hope, therefore, that the 
friends of this road will promptly reject the proposi- 
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tion of the gentleman from Kentucky, and that the - 


bill may be passed without further delay. 


After some furthey. remarks; in opposition, by 


Mr. EWING; 
On motion of Mr. POPE 
The House adjourned. . 
IN SENATE, 
‘Weonrspay, April 11, 1838. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a. 


large meeting of citizens of Philadelphia city and 
county, in favor of erecting a dry dock at Philadel- 
phia: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, foar memorials signed by 335 citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying that the alleged treaty with 
the Cherokee Indians might not be enforced against 
that tribe contrary to their will: laid on the table. 

Also,.several memorials on the subject of slave- 
ry; the motion to receive them being laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, presented a joint reso- 
lution of the General Assembly of that State, pray- 
ing a grant of lands, upon te terms specified in the 
resolution, to aid in the construction of the Erie and 
Michigan Canal, in that State: referred, on his mo- 
tion, to the Committee on Public Lands, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of Hiram F. 
Winter, asking to be compensated for his invention 


for raising stranded and sunken vessels: referred to. 


the Committe on Commerce and printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, introduced a. bill 
for the relief of Gurdor 8. Hubbard; which was 
read twice, and referred. à 

The bill from the House for the relief of. Ebene- 
zer A. Lester, was taken up, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and, on motion of Mr. 
HUBBARD, indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to communicate to the 
Senate, at as early a period as practicable, a state- 
ment showing what portion of the public land in 
the several land districts of the United States has 
been subject to sale, at private entry, twenty-five 
years and upwards, 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and 
Asa White. 

The bill for the relief. of James Dutton. 

The bill supplementary to the act to provide for 
the adjustment of titles tø land in the town of De- 
troit, State of Michigan. 

The bill for the relief of James McMaher was 
taken up, and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
HUBBARD, KING, GRUNDY, ROBINSON, 
CRITTENDEN, NILES, and LINN took part 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House giving the assent of Congress 
to the act of the Legislature of Virginia to amend 
the act to incorporate the Frederisksburg ang Alex- 
andria Railroad-company, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to bring in a bill graating to the Selma 
and Tennessee Railroad company an entire sectioa 
of land on the Tennessee river, where the road 
terminates, and also granting to said company the 
right of way through the public lands. 

RELATIONS WIFRM MEXICO. 

Mr. WALKER rose and called the attention of 
the chairman of the. Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions (Mr. Bucnanan] to the state of our relations 
with Mexico. It would be recollected, he said, that 
this subject was recommended to the consideration 
of the Senate by a special message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the 7th of February, 
1837. ; 

_ Here Mr. W. read extracts from the message, 
which recommends, “that to avoid all misconcep- 
tion on the part of Mexico, as well as to protect 


our own national character. from repgoach, (one 4 


more-opportunity. should be.given. to atone for the 
past before taking redress ‘into our own hands,) 
with the avowed design and. fall: preparation to 
take immediate satisfaction, Hf it’ should not be -ob- 
tained ona repetition of the demand for it.” The 
message adds: “To this end, I recommend that an 
act be passed authorizing. reprisals, and that the 
use of, the naval force of the United States. by the 
Executive against. Mexico, to enforce.them, in the 
event of a refusal by the Mexican Government to 
come to an amicable adjustment.of the matters in 
controversy between us, upon another demand 
thereof, made from on board-one of our vessels 
of war on the coast of Mexico.” This message was 
referred to the Committee. on Foreign Relations; 
and on the 18th February following, Mr. Buera- 
nan, the chairman of that committee, reported the 
following resolution: Sy: ‘ 
Resolved, “That the Senate concur in opinion 
with the ‘President of the United States, that 
another demand ougkt to be made for the redress 
of our grievances from the Mexican Government; 
the mode and manner of which, under the 34th 
article of the treaty, so far as it may be applica- 
ble, are properly confided to his discretion. ‘Phey 
cannot doubt, from the justice of our claims, that 
this demand will result in speedy redress; but 


| should they be. disappointed in this reasonable 


expectation, a state of things will then have oe- 
curred which will make it the imperative duty of 
Congress promptly to consider what further mea- 
sures may be required: by: the honor of the nation 
and the rights of our injured fellow-citizens. 

On the 27th of February, 1837, this resolution 
was unanimously adopted by the Senate by a vote 
of ayes 47, noes none. New, said Mr. W. we 
all know that this demand has been again made, 
and that it has been ineffectual; that new insults 
and injuries have been superadded by Mexico since 
this period; that her departing Minister had grossly 
insulted this Government and country, and his con- 
duct had been approved by Mexico; that her Secre- 
tary of Foreign Affairs had recently published a 
report most insulting to our national honor; and to 
close the long list of Mexican outrages, her vessels 
of war had recently, in our own seas, fired 
upon an American steamboat, carrying the Ame- 
rican flag, and prosecuting a lawful commerce, 
with a neighboring and friendly power. ‘This ves- 
sel had not only been fired upon, and an attempt 
made to. eapture her, but the balls. had. been fired 
through'the American‘flag, as. if in derision: of the 
idea. that this flag. constituted. any. protection 
against Mexican outrages. The flag of our country 
had ceased then to be any protection to the Ameri- 
can citizen, in our own vessels, and upon our owa 
seas, as indeed the name of an American had long 
ceased to protect our citizens within the limits of 
Mexico. Not only had it ceased to be any protec- 
tion there, but it constituted an invitation to insult, 
imprisonment, and spoliations. More than a 
year had elapsed since the adoption of 
the resolution above referred to. ` The justice 
of our claims on Mexico was then declared 
to be undoubted, and, if speedy redress was not 
granted, the Senate resolved unanimously. that 
prompt measures would be required to sustain “the 
honor of the nation and the rights of our injured 
fellow-citizens.” No redress has been, it is:clear 
none will be, granted by Mexico; but every. day’s 
delay on our part only witnesses new. outrages 
and new insults. Mr. W. said he was informed 
by a most respectable citizen of Pennsylvania, 
lately residing in Mexico, and well known to the 
honorable chairman, [Mr. Bucnanay,] that our 
commerce, earried on by our resident merchants in 
Mexico, had been reduced from three millions to 
three hundred thousand dollars per: annum; and 
that, unless some means were speedily. taken to 
protect our citizens from Mexican spoliations and 
insults, this commerce would soon. be entirely ex- 
tinguished. Four months and upwards had now 
elapsed since the commencement of this session, 
and no report had been made by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and no intimation given when, 
if ever, any report might be expected. ; 

Mr. W. then rose to inquire of the chairman of 
the committee [Mr. BucwaNan] if it was the inten- 
tion of the committee to report upon this. subject; 


and-if.so, -when a. report might be expected. Mr. 
We--said she - desired: no . war. with. any. foreign 
~ power, much.less. with such’ a power as Mexico, 
nor did-he think a war would be necessary. If 
Congress would do what the French Government 
Was now doing, send a sufficient squadron to de- 
mand instantaneous redress, and, if not. granted, 
then. to blockade the ports of- Mexico; rediess 
would then be granted, and never till then; but 
new. insults and injuries would be accumulated. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (chairman ef the Committee 
on Foreign Relations) said that he had no objection 
whatever to answer the interrogatory. propounded 
bythe Senator from Mississippi. . All that he could 
object to, if he were disposed to be hypercritical, 
was the observations of the Senator preceding the 
interrogatory. The Senator had given day and 
dale, and circumstance, and all connected with the 
resolution which the committee had reported at the 
last regular session of Congress on the subject of 
our claims against Mexico, evidently for the pur- 
pose of showing that our present apparent listless- 
ness: was inconsistent with our former energy. This 
was not the case. ‘There was no indisposition on 
the part of the committee to make a report on this 
subject whenever it might be proper. He could 
safely say, that there was not one of them who felt 
disposed to shrink from the responsibility of acting 
up to the spirit and letter of the resolution which 
they had reported, and which had received the 
unanimous sanction of the Senate. 

The committee had held a number of informal 
consultations on the’ subject, and had come to the 
conclusion that it was proper to await the action of 
the House of Representatives. The next step we 
take, said‘Mr. B. in regard to Mexico, must be 
some measure that may directly lead to war, or 
war itself; because he thought every honorable 
means of conciliation had been exhausted. Now 
where ought such a measure to be introduced? We 
have, said he, examined the public archives, and 
find that from the origin of the Government to the 
present. day, no such. measure has originated in 
thé Senate. Coercive measures had always ori- 
ginated with the immediate representatives of the 
people; not:certainly for the want of constitutional 
power in the. Senate; but most probably because 
the House of Representatives emanated more im- 
mediately from, and were more directly responsible 
10, the people, who. must bear. the burdens of war; 
and under the Constitution, the House alone could 
originate the revenue bills without, which warcould 
not. be prosecuted. = a" 

He had made it ‘his. business to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee an Foreign Relations 
of the Elotise; and had: been informed by that gen- 
tleman that the committee had then the subject un- 
der, their most serious consideration, and might be 
expected to come to some conclusion upon it 
within a few days. Under these circumstances, 
the committèe of the Senate were of opinion. that 
they ought, atthe very least, to-wait.a reasonable 
time, for the purpose- of affording the popular 
branch of the Legislature an opportunity of ex- 
pressing their opinion. This delay was rendered 
more proper from the consideration, that whilst the 
Senate, at the last regular session, had adopted the 

` resolution reported by their Committee on Foreign 
Relations, the House had not then expressed any 
opinion on the subject. The report of their com- 
mittee had not been acted upon. ` 
` Such, said Mr. B. are the feelings and impres- 
sions:of the Committee on Foreign Relations. If 
he had mistaken them, the`Senator from Kentucky, 
-[Mr. Cray,] whom he observed in his place, could 
correct him. f 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the Senator from 


National Legislature.. The present 
embarrasséd state of the Treasury, which had been 
so feelingly alluded:to..by Senators on: other occa- 
.siOns, an eI tracted state of the cur- 
rency, shoul least for the present, any 
resort to belligere While. up, he- would 
ask a question wh ‘bly the Senator from: 
Mississippi could answer. “He (Mr. C.) had been 


a ate 
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informed, but he hoped incorreetly, that-the Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary from the United States, although 
appointed -jast winter one -year, had never yet 
reached Mexico. An American citizen, residing 


| in that city, had told him that the Minister had not 


arrived when he left Mexico, He (Mr. C.) would 
like to ascertain the fact, and learn where the Mi- 
nister had been, and when he would be likely to 
reach there, &c. i p 

Mr. WALKER said, in reply to the question 


-propounded to him by the Senator from Kentucky, 
-[Mr. Cray] that our Minister. to Mexico, he be- 


lieved, was still in this country; but his nomination 
was contingent, and. the contingency had not oc- 
curred upon. which our Minister could. depart for 
Mexico. Mr. W. would say one word in answer 
to the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucaanan. | 
He could not agree that the Senate could with 
propriety delay to act upon this subject. until 
the House acted; but if it was our duty to 
wait a reasonable period, that period has long 
since elapsed. The Senate had the same. con- 
Stitutional power as the House, it was con- 
ceded, to originate even a declaration of war. 
The Senate represents the States in their sove- 
reign capacity; and is the honor of these States 
less dear to the Senate than it isto the House of 
Representatives? and if the House, as I do not in- 
tend now to intimate, should delay or refuse to ori- 
ginate the necessary measures to vindicate the Na- 
tional honor, must the Senate submit, and refuse to 
exercise their constitutional power, in regard to 
a subject over which the Constitution gives the same 
power to the Senate as to the House of Repre- 
sentatives? If the Senate is bound to wait the 
action of the House on such a subject, would 
it not, on the same principles, be bound to adopt 
the opinions of the House when it did act, however 
different might be the views of this body? Mr. 
W. said he was unwilling to place the Senate in 
any such humiliating attitude. Why havea Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations of the Senate, if, as 
regards the most important of these relations, we 
are to wait and abide by the action of the House of 
Representatives? The Senate was, with the Presi- 
dent, the sole treaty-makifig, as well as on these 
subjects, an equal and co-ordinate branch of the 
law-making, power, and whenever a proper case oc- 
curs for the exercise of the powers confided to us 
by the Constitution, our constitutional duties are 
measured by our constitutional powers, and it is 
no excuse for delay or inaction on our part that the 
House delays or refuses to act upon a sub- 
ject in regard to which the powers of both 
Houses are admitted to be equal. In re- 
lation fo the pecuniary claims of our citi- 


“zens against Mexico, it was, however just those 


claims might be, entirely unimportant, when com- 
pared to the actual outrages committed by that Go- 
vernment upon our flag and our citizens. Some 
gentlemen seemed to think that the late attack 
upon the Columbia is the first instance of the kind 
that has oceurred. Why, sir, said Mr. W. there 
are at least half a dozen cases of insults to our flag, 
and direct violence previously committed upon our 


- citizens by Mexico, equally as atrocious as the case 


of the Columbia; and if the nation does not speedily 
interpose to protect its honor, it will be regarded 
as having no honor to protect, and thus invite ag- 
gressions from other powers. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky deprecated the discus- 
sion as irregular and out of place. Nevertheless, 
he felt it due to himself, as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, and due to the Senate 
and. to the country, to say, that while there was 
strong ground of complaint against Mexico, if we 
looked to the correspondence that had taken place 
on this-subject, we would: find that on our part 
there was much cause for deep. and serious regret. 
‘What were the facts in the case?. A Mr. Green- 
how, a clerkin one of the public offices, was de- 


. spatched to Mexico with a large mass of documents, 


containing the claims of our -citizens, which were 
to be examined and-reported.on within ten days, or 
Mr. Greenhow was to return... Now those at all 
acquainted with the manner of doing business’ in 


the public offices, must know: that it would have 
} been impossible: to -have:carefully examined: then’ 
‘in so many weeks, The Minister for- Foreign Af- 
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fairs of Mexico. proceeded io take up these docu- 
ments, and examine -them one by onë,- admitting 
the justice of some; and rejecting others; and while 
these matters were still. in progress, suddenly the 
whole subject is thrown upon .Congress, the Presi- 

dentielling that body he had.no further negotiations 
to make with Mexicos ~ : ae 

Whenever a clear case was made out, he [Mr. 
C.] was ready to enforce on Mexico what was due 
to law and justice. No man was more ready, nor 
more willing, than himself to do:all that. was neces- 
sary to sustain the honor and digriity.of the nation, 
and to exact from others reparation fer ali wrongs 
that our citizens may have been madejto suffer. 
While he would go thus far, he could not help say- 
ing, and all who looked to the correspondence.must 
admit the truth, that the want of dignity and the 
want of temper that had been manifested ‘by -per- 
sons connected with the Government in relation to 
this whole matter, was greatly to be deplored. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that although this debate 
wasentirely irregular, it had become necessary for 
him to say something more on the subject, even in 
regard to the remarks of his colleague on the com- 
mittee, who had just addressed the Senate, [Mr. 
Cray. 

Cur complaints against Mexico were of a two- 
fold character. The Government of that country 
had not only refused to pay the just claims of our 
injured citizens, but, in several instances, had as- 
sailed our national honor, and insulted our national 
flag.. For assaults and injuries of this description, 
pecuniary redress had never been demanded, and 
could never be accepted. No suitable explanation 
of these insulis had ever been given, and no. satis- 
faction had ever been rendered, although often de- 
manded. The remarks of the Senator fram Kene 
tucky had not touched this part of the case. A 
gross insult had recently been offered to the Ameri- 
can flag, of a character requiring the most prompt 
and effectual redress, if we were to credit the 
statement published in the New Orleans papers 
which had lately reached this city. It appeared 
that a steamboat, under the American flag, pursu- 
ing her lawful commerce in our own sea, had been. 
repeatedly fired upon and brought to by two Mex- =" 
ican vessels of war. In this situation, the engineer 
let the steam escape; and the noise so terrified. these 


Mexican heroes, that they fell flat on their faces on ~“ 


the decks of their vessels, and the steambeat was 
thus suffered to escape. Such was the account of 
this affair, given in the New Orleans Bee, and 
signed by the passengers in the steamboal, several. 
of whom were known to be gentlemen of respecta- 
bility by members of the Senate. 

Mr. B. said he could present to the Senate, if 
this were the proper occasion, a number. of other 
eases in which the honor of the American. flag had 
been violated by Mexican officers with perfect im-> 
punity. . He believed that the Senator from Ken- 
tacky would be as unwilling as any other. man to 
suffer these insults to be passed over without.any 
redress, 

In regard to the claims of American citizens 
upon the Mexican Government for pecuniary re-' 
dress, which had been spoken of by the Senator 
from Kentucky, the Mexican Secretary of State. 
had pursued a most absurd course; but whether by 
design or accident, he would not at present express 
an opinion. After repeated and unavailing at-- 
tempts had been made to obtain satisfaction for 
these claims, a solemn and formal demand was 
-made upon the Mexican Government for redress, 
in July last, by our Secretary of State, in obedience > 
to the stipulations of the treaty.: A list of these 
claims was presented to the: Mexican Secretary, by > 
Mr. Greenough, a special agent appointed for this 
purpose; verified by competent proof. This, under 
the treaty, was a necessary-preliminary to war or 
reprisals. All-these claims had been examined -by 
our Secretary-of State, and none were presented 
which, -invhis.opinion, were not founded upon jus- 
tice... Now what course had the Mexican Secretary : 
adopted?:; He chad obtained possession, in some 
unaccountable: manner, of a copy of the printed list 
‘ofall, the :claims;: good, bad,: and indifferent, in 


-which.this Government had ever been asked by: 


individuals to Interpose, and which had been trans» - 


}-nftted to Congress on a former occasion by General 


Jackson. Accordingly, he went to work upon this 
list, instead of. that which had been transmitied to 


him by. the Secretary of State, and furnished for: ; 
mal answers in some ten or fifteen of the cases} in’ 


a majority of which no demand had been made by 
Mr, Forsyth upon the Mexican Government. Of 
course, these answers were triumphant in such cases 
as had been abandoned by our own Government. 

[Mr. Cray here observed that some of the claims 
had been admitted.] 

Mr. B. resumed: In one or two of the other 
cases presented in the official list, the justice of the 
claims was admitted; but no rational prospect of 
payment was presented. At the rate of progres- 
Sion with which the Mexican Secretary had hitherto 
proceeded, it would be years before he could go 
through this old printed list; and from any thing 
which appeared, the claimants would be as far 
from obtaining actual indemnification at the end of 
this process as they were in the beginning, 

He would be as far from censuring the Commit- 
tee gn Foreign Relations of the House for remiss- 
ness, as he was confident they were from deserving 
it. They best knew. when and how to act for 
themselves. . He had no desire ‘to hurry their ac- 
tion, or interfere with it in any manner. He had 
no doubt they would do their duty. If the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Warner] still remained un- 
satisfied with our conduct, let him introduce a reso- 
‘lution instructing the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions to act promptly and report a war measure. 
From the spirit he had evinced, he appears anxious 
to go to war at once. For his own part, Mr. B. 
said, he had no disposition to act in so hasty a man- 
ner. Ifhe moved slowly towards his object, he 
trusted he should move surely, 

Mr. PRESTON, after making some remarks on 
the strong measures recommended by the Executive 
in relation to the affairs with Mexico, was glad that 
the Committee on Foreign Relations had not 
responded to the belligerent features recommended 
in the Communication to Congress; for so long as 
there was the slightest hope that we could have our 
claims on that power settled without proceeding to 
ulterior means, he was willing to wait. "War was 
always to be avoided, ‘if possible; and, most of all, 
was it incumbent on us not to Ahgage in it from pe- 
cuniary or sordid motives, so long as there existed 
the slightest chance of a proper settlement without 
it. But with regard to the insult offered to our 
flag, that was another matter. If the facts were 
as stated by gentlemen, why had they not been 
communicated by the Executive? Either the re- 
presentations were exaggerated by rumor, or the 
Executive had failed.to do his duty. If, how- 
ever, it.was true that our flag had been insulted 
in our own sea, (the Gulf of Mexico,) mare 
nostrum, as the Romans said of their own Medi- 
terranean, he would be as ready and willing as 
any. man to preserve. unsullied that flag; and 
whether the insult was offered by a proud and 
hanghty nation, or from a weak and’ impotent 
power, like that of Mexico, it should not pass 
with impunity. i 

Mr. BENTON said that the question as to how 
the debate originated, was easily answered. It 
commenced with an inquiry very properly made 
by the Senator from Mississippi of the chairman 
ot the Committee on Forcign Relations, which led 
to an explanation which all heard. He was one 
of those who saw and read in the New. Orleans 
papers, the statement made by the passengers in 
the steamboat Columbia. That vessel was brought 


to by two Mexican vessels of war, fired into, and. 


compelled to lie to, till by the noise occasioned by 
the engineer letting off his steam, the Mexicans 
were frightened away, and the steamboat escaped. 
We see inthis, said Mr. B, that the flag of the 
United States was no protection to its citizens. It 
was the escape pipe letting off the steam that 
saved the passengers, and not the flag of the Uni- 
ted States. Since then, he had read in the New 
Orleans papers that ihe passengers in the same 
steamboat. about sailing from New Orleans, 
lacing no reliance on the flag of the United States, 
ad armed themselves, as if against pirates; and it 
‘was further stated in the same papers, that when 


the vessel left the wharf, a vast number of persons _ 


crowded down to take leave of their-friends going 


nosirum, Was no protection to the American citizen 
—he must trust to his arms. With respect’ to that 
rashness and precipation, ill temper and want 
of dignity, with which this Government was 
charged by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cuay,] for breaking off the negotiations to obtain 


redress for our injuries inflicted by Mexico, it was- 


within his knowledge, and not from any informa- 
tion derived from Mexico, that the charge had. no 
foundation. 
Missouri. Two of its citizens, Julius De Mun, 
and Auguste Choteau, engaged in trade on the Ar- 
kansas river, under the license of the Governor of 
Missouri, and with a capital of $30,000, trading 
with our own Indians, and in our own territory; 
these citizens were seized upon by 200 Mexican 
dragoons from Santa Fe, one of them compelled to 
go up and down the river, under an escort of Mexi 
can dragoons, to show a fort that they alleged was 
building to garrison 20,000 men for the purpose of 
invading Mexico; and when he could show no fort, 
he and his companion were carried to Santa Fe, 
and thrown intoa dungeon for forty days. This 
was notall. They were brought to trial; and De 
Mun, understanding the Spanish language, repeat- 
edly heard the Governor say to his officers, “these 
men must be shot.” But they were not shot, though 
their property, $30,000 worth, was taken from 
them, and they, with their followers, foriy in num- 
ber, without arms, and without subsistence of any 
hind, were turned loose to make their way back, 
900 miles, through a wilderness infested by tribes 
of savages of the worst description. They arrived 
safe at St. Lonis, and, immediately on their arrival, 
made known their grievances to our Government, 
and from that day to this they have not received 
one particle of redress. All this took place twenty 
years ago, and although the claims of these injured 
citizens have been frequently pressed upon the 
Mexican Government, supported by the most in- 
dubitable testimony, they have not received remn- 
nerauion for their property to the value of one cent. 
After all this, said Mr. B. we are told of precipita- 
tion, and the Administration is t6 be accused of 
rashness for breaking off the negotiations, when 
every man believes thatif we ware to negotiate till 


doomsday we should be as far off from redress as ` 


ever. No, sir, said Mr. B. our citizens have becn 
plundered, our soil invaded, and our flag insulted, 
and we have not received, nor are we likely to re- 
ceive, from that Government, one word of apology 
or atonement. 

Mr. KING thought the debate exceedingly ill- 
timed, and he regretted the manner in which it had 
been brought up. Being a member of the commit- 
tee, he had concu red with them that, under all the 
circumstances of the case, it would be better for 
the Senate to wait for the action of the House of 
Representatives, and he still entertained that. opi- 
nion, He was a little surprised at the remarks of 
the Senator from Kentucky, censuring the Admi- 
nistration as having acted rashly and with precipi- 
tation in terminating the negotiation where they did. 
Surely no one would look into the documents com- 


municated by the Government, without seeing that. 


the greatest forbearance had been exercised for 
years towards Mexico, and that this Government 
had acted towards that power with a leniency that 
it would not have shown to the most powerful 
Government of Europe; in fact, that it had for- 
borne till forbearance ceased tobe a virtue. After 
all this, they were now told by the Senator from 
Kentucky that the President had acted with unne- 
cessary heat and precipitation in suspending all 
further demands for redress, and submitting the 
whole affair to the action of Congress. The Ad- 
ministration, said Mr. K. was very unfortunately 
situated. The Senator from South Carolina com- 
plained that the President had been remiss in his 
duty in not communicating the fact of the late out- 
rage on the steamboat Columbia to Congress, while 
the Senator from Kentucky, on the other hand, 
charged the Government with being too rash and 
precipitate. Why, sir, the information as to the 
outrage on the Columbia had been received. here 
only two or three days past, and that, too, by a 


One of the cases was derived from | 


nd forwarded 


the names of several of ‘the persons signed to the 
statement- in the newspapers, and he would tale 
the occasion to'say that they were gentlemen of 
respectability and veracity But would the Sena- 
tor from. South Carolina have the President make a 
newspaper statement the subject of a grave com- 
munication to Congress? This would, indeed, be 
acting with a degree of rashness and precipitation, 
of which the Senator from Kentucky would well 
have aright to complain, * 

He was fully aware that his. friend from Missis- 
sippi had strong feelings on the subject. He knew 
his high and chivalrous devotion to the honor of 
his country. | But while he was so regardful of the 
honor and interests of his own country,. would he 
incur the risk of violatigg the rights of others? Let 
him, Mr. K. said, wait a reasonable time, and if 
atonement is not made, then let him recommend 
the course of action which honor requires. The 
course of the Mexican Government cotld be de- 
fended by no one. Still.it was not necessary for 
the Senate to. be hurried into any hasty action with 
regard to her. But when the time arrived when it 
should become necessary to act, he for one would be 
prepared to goany lengths necessary tofvindicate our 
nationalhonor, and protect our citizens from outrage 
or injury. .He knew that many of the cases of 
complaint against Mexico would not bear scrutiny, 
and this was the case of the one brought up by his 
friend from Missouri, [Mr. Benton, ] ‘for the inju- 
ry there complained of was not committed under 
the. present Government of Mexico, but by the offi- 
cers of Spain. eY 

That, however, was not now the question. 
All that he rose to say was to rescue the Govern- 
ment of the United States from the charges of the 
Senator from Kentucky, and to maintain’ that it 
had manifested the greatest forbearance and con- 
ciliation towards a Government that had been for 
years insulting our fag, and plundering our citi- 
zens, and evading, by the most flimsy pretexts, our 
demands for redress. The Senator from Kentucky 
asks, why is not our Minister to Mexico at his 
post? The Senator knew, or should know, that 
the state of things had-not-arisen under which the 
Minister, appointed during the last session, was to 
go to Mexico. For what purpose make it a cause 
of complaint? Mr. Ellis was nominated for that 
mission when it wasknown that all- diplomatic in- 
tercourse with Mexico had terminated, and. would 
not be resumed until a favorable answer should be 
returned to the final dematid for redress, about to 
be sent by a special messenger. Our Minister had 
withdrawn from that country; and their Minister 
had left here, scattering his calumnies behind him. 
In this state of things the President, in a spirit of 
conciliation highly creditable to him, nominated 
Mr. Ellis as Minister to Mexico, in the. following 
words, “to be sent whenever circumstances. will 
permit a renewal of diplomatic intercourse hono- 
rably with that power.” Would it, he would ask 
of the Senator from Kentucky, be consistent with 
our high sense of honor to send a Minister to’ that 
Republic while eur final and solemn appeal to 
them for justice was unanswered? He knew that 
the Senator from Kentucky would not be of opi- 
nion that we should send a Minister there while 
the outrages and injuries of which we have so often 
complained, remained unatoned for. ` He had no 
intention in rising (said Mr. K.) to protract ‘this 
unnecessary debate. All he rose for was, first to 
vindicate the Administration from the. charge of 
precipitancy and want of forbearance; secondly, 
for not having communiéated the circumstances of 
the late oulrage to Congress; ‘and lastly, to explain 
why it would-hot be proper for’our Minister to go 
to Mexico in the present state uf our affairs with 
that country. vig . 

Mr. CLAY still maintained-that there had been 
è precipitancy shown in the. matter, unbecoming 
the Execotive of a great nation. Many of the 
claims set up against Mexico were not based on 
justice, and, as such, were- rejected. Of this cha- 


z Be 
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racter-he might say was thal alluded to-by.-the Se- 

- nator-from Missouri; Mexico. only became an in- 
dependent nation in 1824, while the claim of Chou- 
teau-and others originated many years before, when 

~-Mexico was a province of Spain. That demand 
ovght, therefore, rather to have been pressed at 

- Madrid than at Mexico. Where was the injury to 
acerue from a spirit of forbearance? Had we not 
waited with France, with Spain, with Naples, and 
with Holland? , 

If the present were a suitable and proper time to 
go into this subject, it would only be necessary for 
him to advert to the.correspondence to establish all 
he had said.. Had not the clerk, Greenhow; been 
sent to Mexico, with instructions that, if an answer 
was not given within ten days, he should return 

-back again? Well, what did Mexico do? Why, 
the Secretary of State proceeded with as much de- 
spatch as ministers usually do, and instructions 
were made out to the Mexican Minister here, show- 
ing that the claims were undergoing revision, and 
that fourteen of them had already been examined; 
and while the rest were yet in progress, the Presi- 
dent of the United States throws the whole matter 
upon Congress. The demand was such, in the 
first place, as no power, having a proper respect 
for itself, would have permitted; and in the second, 
would not have been complied with, because much 
of the evidence bearing upon these claims was at 
Vera Cruz, and other places distant from Mexico. 
He (Mr. C.] would. repeat what he had before ob- 
served, that he was as «ready as any man. in the 
nation to exact justice, and to vindicate the honor 
and the glory of the country. With respect to the 
affair of the steamboat, it was not before us at pre- 
sent, It had not been communicated to us in an 
official shape, and he therefore thought it would be 
premature to mix up that affair with the other mat- 
ters, to excite angry feelings for the purpose of pre- 
c pitating us, at atime when the Treasury was 
enpty, with ‘so weak avd impotent a power as 
that of Mexico. 

-Mr, BENTON would make a single remark in 
relation to the claim of Mr. Chotean and others, as 
he had alluded to that peculiar case of tyranny and 
injustice on the part of the Spanish authorities. 
The depredation on the property of these American 
citizens.was committed in 1817, pending the. revo- 
lation which ‘eventuated in their independence of 
Mexico; was committed, too, by the local autho- 
rities, and no. doubt could be entertained that Mexi- 
co was responsible for the wrong, by the law of 
nations, 

Mr, WALKER saidhe merely rose to give no- 
„tice that, if “no .teport were made in regard to our 

~ relations with..Mexico, within a short period, either 
in) the: Senate or. the House of Representatives, he 
would move a resolution to test the sense of the 
Senate upon this subject. t 

„Mr. BUCHANAN was extremely sorry to pro~ 
long:this unprofitable discussion, and. he did not 
care how. soon‘ the Senator from Mississippi intro- 
duced his resolution. Had any. person here inti- 
mated that, under the Constitution, the Senate 
could not originate a war measure? Certaijuly not. 
It-did not follow, however, that it was our duty to 
do every thing which we had the power to do, 
without regard to propriety or expediency; and in 
a case of this kind, he thought there was great pro- 
priety, as well as expediency, in leaving the intro- 
duction of any coercive measure to the House of 
Representatives. They. came immediately from 
the people, and returned sooner to the people to 
give an account of their conduet. * Besides, they, 
and they alone, could originate the revenue bills, 
by. means: of which war was to be conducted. 
Any attempt on ‘our part improperly to hurry them, 
or to-.censure their delay, might arouse feelings 
which would retard, rather than accelerate, their 
ation: He should be glad the Senator from 
Mississippi. would. introduce his. resolution, and 
take.a.yole of. the Senate upon the question. 

‘A few words in reply to the Senator from Ken- 
aucky. So: faras he-had stated the question, he 
had stated it‘correcily; but-he had commenced at 
the conclusion; and it-was-proper that the Senate 
and the country shobld udderstand the origin and 

„ progress of -oar existing difficulties with Mexico. 
Se admitted that if the late demand upon that Gö- 


. tion, in a single instance; and to all human appear- 


self, unless he had. greatly mistaken his character, 


vernment: for justice to our cilizens had been the 
first which. was ever made, it would have been 
pretty prompt and energetic. Bat this was far 
from being the case. Our citizens had for many 
years been suffering repeated and aggravated inju- 
ries from Mexico, without any pretext or apology ~ 
whatever, unless it might be-found in the fact that, 
during almost the whole period of its existence, the 
Governmeit of that country had been in a revolu- 
tionary state. It might be true that some of our 
claims were not well founded; but there were many 
others of the justice of which there could not be a 
doubt. Ifany Senator would take the trouble of 
reading all’ the documents, he would find that 
redress had been over and over again de- 
manded, and this Government had been put off, 
year after year, under the pretence that further 
time was necessary to collect proofs, and other rea- 
sons equally frivolous. Of all these claims, redress 
had not been obtained, according to-his recollec- 


ance we were now as far from it as ever. After 
having foreborne, on account of our friendly feel- 
ings towardsa sister republic, until forbearance was 
no longer a virtue, General Jackson sent a message 
to Congress, at the last regular session, recommend- 
ing reprisals upon a contingency with the nature of 
which he need not now detain the Senate. The sub- 
ject was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
Jations,and, upon examining the treaty with Mexico; 
they found that, before reprisals could be resorted 
to, another and more formal demand must be made 
in the manner preseribed by one of the articles of 
that treaty. It was the tone and manner of this 
last demand, and the short time allowed for an an- 
swer, of which the Senator from Kentucky had 
complained. In his, Mr. B’s opinion, this article 
of the treaty, which required the last demand, and 
specified the form, was exceedingly impolitic and 
unwise; a remark which he thought might be made 
with justice, im regard to several provisions 
in our modern treaties. Had it not been for this 
article, there was no reason, either in justice or in 
the law of nations, why we might not have resorted 
to coercive measures without any such formal pro- 
ceeding. Demands had been made previously, 
again and again, for many years, without the 
slightest success; unless we might except the case J 
in which a Mexican officer was removed from his 
station foragross insult to onr flag, but was rewarded 
a short time afterwards by being elevated to a 
higher station. 

A state of things now existed in regard to Mexico 
requiring the most prompt and energetic action. If 
something should not soon be done to bring that 
Government to reason, our commercial intercourse 
with them, secured by the faith of treaties, must be 
abandoned. He had been assured, from authority 
on which he relied, that neither the American name, 
nor the American flag, was any protection to Ame- 
rican citizens in Mexico. They were rapidly leav- 4 
ing that country, where they had a right to engage 
in lawful trade, having in vain appea'ed to the Go- 
vernment of their own country for protection. 
American citizens were now afraid to go to Mexico™ 
at all, 

Mr. B. believed that the most prompt and ener- 
getic measures had now become necessary, and 
that a resort to them would be the most certain 
means ofavoiding war. Heeould not agree with 
the Senator from Kentucky that any considerations, 
as to the deranged state of our paper currency, 
should be taken into view in deciding this ques- 
tion. Ifthe national honor demanded vindication, 
he could not consent that we should be arrested 
by the present state of the Treasury. This little 
cloud, Mr. B.said, would soon pass away, and 
the boundless resources of our country were yet 
unimpaired.. The Senator from Kentucky him- 


would be one of the last men to suffer the fleg 
of his country to be outraged, and the property of 
our citizens plundered with impunity, merely be- 
cause the banks had suspended. specie payments. 
Millie ns to defend -our rights, but not a cent for 
tribute. DEBE ese 

Mr. GRUNDY rose, and observed that, as the 
Graduation -bill was about. to be- taken up, he- 
wished gentlemen interested in it to make as much | 


progress with it as in their power, ahd, if possible, 
terminate the discussion on it before the end of the 
week, as he should feel it to be his duty to.ask the. 


Senate on Monday next to take up the bill to pro+. 


hibit the issuing and circulating the bills and notes 

of the old United States Bank. ee 
PUBLIC LANDS. ne 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the biil 


r 
7 


to provide for the graduation and reduction of thè- 


price of- the public lands; when. l 
Mr. CLAY of Ky. addressed the Senate at some 
length in opposition to the bill. 
Mr. GRUNDY then rose and submitted af 
amendment, to render the bill as already amended. 
by him more perfect, and to do away with the pos-, 


sibility of a misconstruction of it, i. e: to make it.” 


operate only on lands that have been offered at 
public sale. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. CLAY of 
Alabama, CLAY of Kentucky, and GRUNDY, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, April 12, 1838. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions on the subject of the late duel. 

Mr. MeKENNAN also presented two petitions 
on the same subject. i 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, at as 
early a time as practicable, whether the number of 
the scientific corps appointed to the Exploring Ex- 
pedition has been, or is to be reduced; and if so, ‘to 
communicate the names of those who are to be dis- 
missed; copies of their appointments, and causesof 
the reduction, as also copies of all letters and corj 
respondence which have passed between them, or, 
either of them, and the Secretary of the Navy, Se- 
cretary of War, Commissioners of the Navy Board, 
or any other agent or ollicer of the United States, 
relative to the matters connected with the objects, 
preparation, outfit, and sailing of the Expedition. 

Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, but the House refused. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave also to submit the 
following: 

“Whereas a resolution has passed this House 
on the 7th of December Jast, requesting the Presi- 
dent of the United States ‘to furnish to this 
House (among other things) copies of all letters, 
documents, and communications, which have pass- 


` ed between the Secretary of the Navy, the Com- 


missioners of the Navy Board, the officers or per- 
sons relative to all matters connected with the pre- 
paration, outfit, and sailing of the Exploring Ex- 
pedition; And, whereas, This House has not yet 
been furnished with the documents, letters and 
communications called for, although upwards:of 
four months have elapsed since the passage of the 
resolution, and the session is now drawing towards 
a close; therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the the United 
States be requested to infcrm this House whether 
or not he intends to comply with the request of this 
yesolution, by transmitting the cepies of the docu- 
ments, letters, and papers called-for; and why they 
have not long since been furnished.” : 

Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, when, on taking the question, the 


ayes were 28, noes 57, no quorum. 


Mr. HAYNES moved a call of the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN appealed to his colleague to 
withdraw.his motion, but he did not assent, 

Mr. PETRIKEN asked forthe yeas and: nays 
on the call, which were ordered, and were yeas 58, 
nays 63, so the House refused the call. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
suspend the tale, 

Mr. INGHAM stated that the correspondence 
was’ very “volumnious, and would be sent in ina 
very few-days. = o> 

‘The Houserefased to suspend the rule, 
- Mro HAYNES: asked leave to move a reference 
-to‘the Post Office Conimittee, but it was objected to, 


` 


; On motion of Mr. POPE, the vacancy on’ the 
Library Committee, occasioned by the resignation 
oN » was directed to be filled up: 

‘On 


m Motion of Mr CAMBRELENG, the Comi- 
nhittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the further consideration .of the memorial of the 
Superintendent of the Southwest Executive Build- 
lig, and the same was- referred to’ the ‘Committee 
on Naval Affairs. l - 

: PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked leave to 
make a suggestion to the House in relation to the 
business on the private calendar.. ‘The bill for the 
establishment of a commission of claims had been 
made the special order for Friday next, and Mr. 
W. would suggest the expediency and propriety ‘of 
extending that order, and to-morrow and next day 
taking up and acting on such bills as would not 
slicit debate, so that they might be sent to the other 
branch. ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred with the gen- 
leman in the propriety of acting on some of the 
private bills, but he thought the proper course 
would be-to annul the special order, suffer the re- 
gular business to progress, and thereby leaving the 
House at liberty to take up the other bill at some 
other ‘time. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY could not assent to this, 
and preferred an extension of the special order. 

The conversation then dropped. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Herman 


Harris. 
TEXAS BOUNDARY. . 

Mr. YELL begged leave to propoundan inquity 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It would be 
recollected that some time since a memorial had 
been presented to the House by him, and referred 
to that committee, on the subject of the boundary 
lime between the United States and Texas. His 
apology for propounding the question would be 
found in the importance of the subject, not only to 
the State he had the honor to represent, but to the 
General Government; for that of Texas had opened 
a land office within what had heen heretofore con- 
sidered the limits of the United States, and were 
selling the tand there. 

“Mr. HOWARD [the chairman of the committee] 
replied, that the committee had held but one meet- 
ing since that subject was referred to them; and 
then they found themselves in other matters of ur- 
gent importance. He could, however, state to the 
gentleman that he was himself aware of the pro- 
priety of seme further action of Congress on this 
subject; and he should avail himself of the earliest 
Opportunity of calling the attention of Congress 
to it. f a 

` Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, reported a bill for the relief of 
Hazard Knowles. ‘ 

sah WYOMING FLAG. l 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the select committee 
raised on the subject, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver up to 
the people of that valley the Wyoming flag, now 
in the War Department, in case the people thereof 
desire. 

Mr. U. made a statement in relation to this sub- 
ject, stating that-there were a number of misstate- 
ments and inaccuracies in Botta’s history of the 
battle; in fact, wholly misrepresenting the whole 
affair. Mr. U. also corrected an erroneous impres- 
sion in relation to the flag. It was not the flag of 
the ancestors of the people of. Wyoming, as had 
been at first supposed, but that of the enemy. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that as the flag was not 
that of the Wyoming fort, but of the enemy, and 
as no general petition had come. on from the dis- 
trict asking for it, but only ene from a single indi- 
vidual, and as several respectable men from that 
‘section now in this city had stated that they did not 
want this banner, he moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. Mr. P. however, temporarily with- 
drew the motion at the request of hs i 

Mr. POTTER, who made a very interesting and 
curious statement in relation to the bloody massa- 
cre at Wyoming, exposing the gross ánd glaring 
falsehoods of the history of it by Botta. Mr. P’s 
speech will be given as soon as it cari be prepared. 


CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


Mr. PETRIKIN then renewed his motion, 
which prevailed, and the resolution was laid on the 
table. 
On motion of Mi. CAMBRELENG, the House 
passed to the orders of the day. ; 
` CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The consideration of the “bill making appropri- 
ations for the Cumberland road, in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois” was then resumed, ‘on 


its third reading, and concurrence with the com- 


mittee of the whole in their amendments. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. UN- 
DERWOOD to recommit the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with instructions to report, in 

Nieuw thereof, a bill ceding the road to the States 
through which it passes. 

Mr. EWING moved a proviso thereto, to the 
effect that the surrender should take place only in 
the event ofan equal amount of money having been 
expended on the road west, that there had been on 
that east of the river prior to the surrender of the 
latter portion thereof. 

Mr. POPE, who was entitled to the floor, op- 
posed the proposition of his colleague, both on the 
ground of expediency, and as requiring the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to perform a duty 
which was not within their province. Mr. P. then 
went into the subject at some length, in order to de- 
monstrate the binding and existing validity of the 
compact between the United States and those 
States, and the expediency and propriety of com- 
pleting this great work. 

Mr. HOLSEY replied to Mr. POPE, and denied 
the force of the special compact set up as a prece- 
dent for this work, thatthe other Siates had ever 
consented to it, or that it was of any validity, since 
the States which derived the sole benefit had given 
no consideration for it. Mr. H. supported the mo- 
tion of Mr. UNDERWOOD at considerable length. 

Mr. ROBERTSON followed on the same side. 

Mr. RARIDEN replied to the objections urged 


against the measure, and went into a history of the |} 


various enactments on the subject, &c. warmly 
urging its passage. : 

Mr. ATHERTON gave his views against the 
bill, and the whole system of internal improve- 
ments by the General Government, and in support 
of the motion to recommit the bill, disclaiming, as 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
his having given an assent to the bill being reported. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
GOODE and MERCER, in support of the bill; 
when 

Mr. HAYNES took the floor, and yielded to a 
general exclamation to adjourn; and on his motien, 

The House adjourned. 

Correcrion.—In the brief sketch of Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG’S first remarks in last evening’s Globe, on 
his motion to bring the House to a direct vote on 
the Exploring Expedition, there is some confusion, 
as willbe seen by referring to the subsequent re- 
marks of Mr. C. which are consistent with the fol- 
lowing: ~ 

Mr. C. said that he had anticipated a motion to 
strike out the appropriation for the Exploring Ex- 
pedition, and was prepared to furnish the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Monrcomery] with the 
amount of the reduction which would be required 
under each head, in case the House should decide 
to discontinue it after the Ist of May. He sug- 
gested to the gentleman to withdraw his motion to 
recommit the bill, and to, move to reduce the appro- 
priations, so that the House might come to a direct 
vote upon it. Mr. C. himself should vote against 
the reduction, and in favor of the expedition, but 
made the suggestion to enable the House to come 
to a direct vote, and to facilitate the passage of the 
bill. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, April 12, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented. the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the 
late teaty made with the Cherokees may be con- 
sidered: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of 
a meeting held in the county of Washington, Penn. 
on the subject of the late duel, and recommending 


Congress to pass a flaw prohibiting any person who 
shall be engaged in a duel, from holding any office: 
of honor, profit; or trust under the Government: laid 
on the table; and ordered’ to’ be printed... ee he 

The act'supplementary to the act entitled an ‘act 
to provide for the adjustment of titles to ‘lands. 
the town‘ of ‘Detroit, State of -Michigan,: was.r 
the third time and” passed. woe 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following reslu- 
tion, which was read: SESE ER 

Resolved, That the Secretary of -the Senate be, 
and he hereby is, directed, in settling and adjusting: 
the pay of the Senators, ‘to-deduct from the per diem 
allowance, the number of: days any Senator may 
hereafter absent himself from. the Senate,. without 
first obtaining leave of absence, unless he may be 
unavoidably detained from’ his seat by his own 
Sickness. eo, t ` 

Mr. GRUNDY said it would be better to take 
up the rèsolution, and decide upon it at once, as 
he thought it contained ‘an implied censure upon 
the conduct of Senators of that body. It did not, 
however, apply to him individually, for he believed 
he might safely say that he had never lost a day 
from his public duties in his life, when well enough 
to attend to them; It was objectionable in another 
pointof view: though the money was but a small 
matter, yet how was the Secretary to ascertain, un- 
less he called a roll, as they did in camp, who were. 
and who were not absent? Besides, Senators had 
frequently to attend the public offices upon the bu- 
siness of their constituents, and business connected 
with their duties in the- Senate. Mr. G. had no. 
doubt but the Senator from Michigan was actuated 
by the best motives, but he thought the resolution 
unealled for, and he hoped it would be disposed of 
at once, either by laying it on the table or reject- 
ing it. 

The CHAIR said that as the consideration of the 
resolution was objected to, there was no quéstion: 
before the Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL trusted that he would at least 
be permitted to reply to the Senator from Tennes- 
see. He did not offer this resolution without con- 
sultation, nor without consideration; and, notwith- 
standing the opinions of the Senator from 'Tennes- 
see, he still thought that its adoption would pro- 
duce some practical benefit. We have seen, he 
continued, for weeks, the Senate frequently doing 
business without a quorum, and several times the 
business actually suspended for want of one So 
far as he was personally concerned; it was known 
to the Senate that he was not subject to a charge of 
want of liberality in money matters; he was’ sorry 
to say that the reverse was applicable to him. But 
there must be some mode adopted to keep a quo- 
rum of the body in attendance. It was’ not right 
that Senators should be sitting here, laboring from 
day to day, while others were absent in the pursuit 
of their own business, or of pleasure. His object 
Was not to save money, bul to adopt some means 
of inducing Senators to attend to their duties, and 
to ihe great business and interests of the nation. 

Mr. BENTON said there was already a rule of 
the Senate which forbid any member to be absent 
without leave. When he first came here, eighteen 
years ago, it was a regular thing to ask leave when 
a Senator wished to absent himself; in later days, 
however, leave was never asked; men go off, and 
stay off, to the prejudice of the public business. 
He had known instances where business had been 
delayed; and more: he would say that-he had also 
known instances where it had been precipitated in 
consequence of such absence, and he felt pleased 
that the Senator from Michigan had introduced the 
subject. The deduction of the. money was matter 
of little moment; but it was a matter of some-mo- 
ment that Senators should not be absent'-at a: time 
when their services were wanted ‘for. the. public 
business. . p 

The resolution, according to the rules of the Se- 
nate, lies upon the table one‘day. ` 


Mr. WHITE, from the select committee äp- 
ointed to consider the. subject of the letter. of the 
on. Joun Ruaores, a Sénator from the State of 
Maine, and the charges brought against him, made 
a report: thereon, accompanied by sundry docu- 
ments; the report concluding. with a: resolution; 


which the committée recommends to the Senate for 


its adoption; that there is‘no satisfactory evidence 
to-sustain: the Charge made by Henry Jones against 
the Hon. Joun Ruactes, and that it is inexpedient 
for the Senate to entertain any further proceedings 
‘onthe subject. 

Mr. W. moved that the report and documents 
be printed; which was ordered. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that ‘although this matter 
was confined to a single individual, yet in his opi- 
nion, it was matter of public concern, and as the 
public would necessarily feel a more than usual in- 
terest in the case, he would move to print five hun- 
-dred extra copies. i 

Mr. WHITE made some explanatory remarks, 
which could not be distinctly heard. : 

Mr. KING oppused the printing, on the ground 
of its being a private affair, and therefore-wnneces- 
sary; besides which, the report being short, would 
sood find its way into all the newspapers of the 
day. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that so far as he was con- 
cerned, he had the fullest confidence in the com- 
mittee, and was perfectly satisfied with the correct- 
ness of that report, but there might be others who 
preferred to draw their own conclusions from the 
evidence, and hence it would he as well to give 
them an opportunity of indulging their wishes. 
Again, it was probable that the whole State which 
the subject of that report represented in’part, might 
feela deep interest in the subject; he therefore 
hoped the motion to print would ‘prevail. The 
question on printing being taken, was adopted. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which had been referre! the bill 
giving the right of way to the Chicago and Galena 
Railroad Company, reported the same with an 
amendment, which was read. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and Asa 
White; and 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

The following bills were severally read the second 
time and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Elias Johns; 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Clarke; 

The bill for the relief of Doctor Thomas Cooper, 
of South Carolina; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Marshall, and the 
legal representatives of Joan Marshall. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
te provide for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the follow- 
ing: And all lands which shall have been so offered 
for fifteen years, shall be subject to entry at one 
dollar per acre for the space of twelve months; and 
after that time, the same shall be subject to entry 
at seventy-five cents per acre for the space of 
twelve months, and after that time the same shall 
be subject to entry at fifty cents per acre. The 
effect ‘of which is to leave the minimum at one dol- 
lar per acre for the space of one year for lands 
which shall have been in the market ten years 
prior to the 30th September, 1838; and after that 
time the minimum is to be 75 cents per acre. 

Mr. TIPTON hoped the amendment would not 
prevail. Ifit did, he should care very little about 
the bill, as the State in which he lived was inte- 
rested in the provision proposed to be stricken out 
more than any other. s 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested to the Senator from 
Indiana,that the provision which he wished to have 
Stricken out, would have no opeiative effect for 
two years. If it was stricken out he would vote 
for the bill; but if net, as much as he was in favor 
of the principle of reduction, he must vote againstit. 

Mr. TIPTON said he should like to have the 
gentleman’s vote, but was unwilling to pay so dear 
for it. , 

The question was then taken on Mr. HUB- 
BARD'S motion, and it was agreed to. 

The-question recurring on the. engrossment of 
the bill, Messrs. WALKER and BENTON seve- 
rally .addréssed: the- Senate at length in its favor, 
and in reply to Mr..Cray’s speech of yesterday; 
after which, 
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“Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke briefly in opposition - 
to the bill: i ; 

Mr. TIPTON then offered an amendment, pro- 
viding that no person shall enter more than one 
quarter section of land under the provisions of 
this bill. 

A debate then ensued, in which Mr. TIPTON 
supported the amendment, ànd Messrs. WALKER, 
SEVIER, ROBINSON, KING, and BENTON, 
opposed it; when i 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking cut “one quarter section,” and 
inserting “onesection;” which motion was adopted— 
ayes 18, noes 14. 

Mr. W. moved further to amend the amendment 
by inserting as follows: “Provided, also, That no one 
shall be prohibited from entering any quantity, as 
herefore, of lands embraced in this act, at the price 
of one dollar and a quarter per acre.” 

Mr. TIPTON having accepted this as a modifi- 
cation of his amendment, the question was taken 
on the amendment, as amended, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 23, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, 
McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
and Williams—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nor- 
vell, Robinson, Sevier, Trotter, White, and 
Young—l4. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading—yeas 21, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, 
White, and Young—Q1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of 
Connecticut, Swift, Wall, and Williams—16. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 13, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. ATHERTON, on leave, presented a memo- 
rial from the inhabitants of the town of Antrim, in 
the county of Hillsborough, State of New Hamp- 
shire, which town contains three hundred and 
seventeen legal voters, praying, agreeably to an 
unanimous vote of a full meeting of the citizens of 
said town, for the passage of a law to suppress the 
practice of duelling. 

Mr. DARLINGTON asked leave to present a 
similar memorial. 

Mr. MAXWELL of New Jersey objected. 

Mr. DARLINGTON moved a suspension of the 
rule, whereupon Mr. M. withdrew his objection, 
and the memorial was presented; and, together with 
the preceding one, referred to the select committee 
having the subject under investigation. 

TREASURY NOTES, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill supplementary 
to the act authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes. 

The bill was in the following words: 

A BILL supplementary to the act entitled “An act 
to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued according to the provisions of an 
act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the 12th day of Octo- 
ber last, in place of such notes as have been issued 
under the authority of the actaforesaid, and which | 
have been paid into the Treasury and cancelled. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, for the information 
of the House, that almost the whole revenue was 
unavailable, as it was now paid in the Treasury 


notes authorized by the act of Uetober last. As |! 
the appropriation bills created at this time heavy | 
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drafts upon the Treasury, it was obviously neces- 
sary to authorize the Secretary to replace the notes 
so paid in and. cancelled, by “others'to an equal 
amount. He should ask the House, during “the 
next. week, to consider this bill, as it was indispen- 
sably necessary to continue the operations of the 
Treasury. f ee 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland. begged to inquire 
if any additional issue was proposed by this bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied in the negative. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio then renewed the 
application made by him yesterday to extend the 
special order {ill next Friday, in order to progress 
with such private bills as would not elicit debate; 
and, after a few words from Mr. WILLIAMS of 
North Carolina, Mr. CRAIG of Virginia, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, the first of the motion, to extend 
the special order, was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the second 
branch of the motion, : 

Mr. THOMAS suggested the taking up. the re- 
solution submitted by him some time singe, to 
amend the rules so as, on the first Friday of each 
month, to call over the private calendar, and aet 
on such bills as would not elicit debate; but it was 
objected to. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina, YELL, and THOMPSON, in 
opposition to the original motion, 

Mr. HAMER suggested a modification, that the 
House first act on those which would not elicit de- 
bate, and Mr. WHITTLESEY having so modi- 
fied the order, it was agreed to—ayes I01, noes 46. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief èf Daniel Snyder. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the further 
consideration of sundry estimates for buildings at 
West Point, and they were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CASEY, trom the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
for the relief of George Davenport. 

Mr. BOON, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of Wm. S. L. Dering ; 
which was laid on the table. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee 
District of Columbia, made an unfavorable 
on the case of William Graham. 

Mr. HUNTER of Virginia asked the consent of 
the House to take up the bill to extend the charter 
of the Union Bankof Georgetown. [The bill was 
merely to enable the institution to wind up its con- 
cerns, the charter expiring on the 4th of July next; 
and the extension was for one year.] 

The motion was assented to; and after a few 
words in its support from Mr. BOULDIN, the 
House went into Committee on said bill, Mr. 
HOPKINS in the Chair; and 

After some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE and 
Mr. HUNTER, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to extend the time to 
1845, for which the trustee or trustees would be 
liable for any debts due; which was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill, 
the amendment was concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 
Cazeau. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO from the Committee. on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the widow and heirs of the late Captain John A. 
Hopper, deceased. ; 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill to authorize the issuing of land patents to the 
heirs of Francis Riyaud. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs, reported without amendment Senate 
bill for the relief cf Anne S. Heilman. 

Mr. G. also reported ‘without amendment Senate 
bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported with an amendment 
Senate bill granting half pay and pensions to wi» 
dows of certain officers. i 


for, the 


report 


-Mr. SIBLEY, from. the same committee, re- 


ported.a bill: granting a pension to Phoebe Weeks... 
‘Mr, MERCER, from the Committee on Roads. 


and: S; Teported, with sundry amendments, 


certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr: WILLIAMS of North Carolina, on leave, 
submitted - the... following resolution, “which was 
agreed to: ae 4 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 

aads be instructed:to inquire into. the expediency 
of abolishing land districts in the United States, the 
receipts from which do not authorize their longer 
continuance. . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
returns of exports, imports, manufactures, &e, in 
the States and Territories during the commercial 
year up to September last. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, laid 
on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, transmitting statements of all contracts, 
other than the regular contracts, and for the express 
mail, during the past year. . 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS laid on the table. 

ae PRIVATE ORDERS. 

-The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. ATHERTON in the chair, and took 
up and considered the following bills, those giving 
rise tð debate being passed over, and most of the 
others being informally considered, to be discussed 
in the House: 

. 1. Bill for the relief of Patrick Green. 

2. Bill for the relief of John Hollinsworth. 

3. Bill for the relief of William James Aarons. 

4. Bill for the relief of William Walker. 

. 5, Bill for the relief of James A. Williams. 

6. Bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 

7. Bill for the relief of Nathan, Peter, and Wil- 
liam Adams, deceased. Í : 

. 8. Bill for the relief of the administrator of 
Wharton Quarles, deceased. 

, 9.. Bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Thomas 
Carter. = : 

10. Bill for the relief of Crawford Johnston. 

A large number of bills having been objected to 
and laid aside on the ground of embracing: pay- 
ment for interest, Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, Mr. 
CUSHMAN of New Hampshire, and others ob- 
jecting, and several ineffectual attempts for the 
committee to rise and rescind the restrictive order 
of this morning— 

- Mr. WISE declared that he should object to all 
the other bills. 

A motion was then made for the committee to 
rise, but no quorum voting, the committee rose, the 
SPEAKER resumed the Chair, and the Chairman 
[Mr. ArnerTon] reported that fact to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved a call of the House, 
whena quorum appearing, the House again went 
into committee. 

«Mr, EWING then moved that the ‘committee 
rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again, 
which was agreed to. : 

_ The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio moved that the 
order adopted this morning, for the exclusion of bills 
giving rise to debate, be rescinded. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, but they were refused, 
as well as the motion for a call. 

Mr. A. expressed a wish to have the motion laid 
on the journal, and gave notice that he should re- 
new the motion to-day, every time it was in order. 

Mr. WISE, in pursuance of that notice, he said, 
moved an adjournment. ; 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were refused, as was the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ADAMS then renewed his motion fora call 
of the House, and for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. Mr. A. explained his object to be 
to get a quorum to do business, for it was dis- 
creditable fo the House that they could not keep a 
quorum together to do the business of the nation. 

' Mr. WISE then renewed the motion to adjourn: 
lost. : 

The question was then taken ona call of the 


| making appropriations. for the construc- 


nays 98. 


_The special order was then rescinded without a 
division, and the. House again went into commit- 


tee, Mr. LYON in the Chair. 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Nourse, and the- 


bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard and others 
were severally passed over... >. ; 

The “bill for the-relief of John, Hollinsworth” 
was again taken up, and discussed at some- length 
by Mr. BOND in opposition, and by Mr. CHAP- 
MAN and Mr. POPE in ‘its support, when, on 


taking the question of reporting. the bill to the 


House, without amendment, the vote was ayes 54, 
noes 23, no quorum, the committee rose and re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a call ofthe House, 
which was ordered, and proceeded in till 140 mem- 
bers had answered to their names, when the doors 
were closed. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the names of the ab- 
sentees.be recorded on the journal. 

The CHAIR stated that, under the rule; this 
was always done. ` ` 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the further pro- 
ceedings of the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. ADAMS inqnired if the House should now 
dispense, whether the names of the absentees would 
go on the journal. 

The CHAIR replied that the list of absentees, up 
to the stage of the proceedings when the doors 
were closed, always went on the journal. 

The roll was again called over, and excuses ren- 
dered fora number of gentlemen, pending which, 
ineffectual efforts. were made to dispense with the 
call by Mr. MORGAN, Mr. WISE, and Mr. 
CAMPBELL; when, after the roll had been again 
gone through, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE renewed the motion, and it 


- prevailed—ayes 98—noes not counted; and then, 


On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 
The House adjourned. 


—_— 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, April 13, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT sommunicated a report 
from the Post Office Department, containing a state- 
ment of all land and water mails established within 
the year preceding Ist July, 1837, and other than 
annual lettings and express mails; made in compli- 
ance with a resolution of: the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, it was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented eight memorials, of 
similar purport, signed by 867 citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, praying that the alleged treaty of New 
Echota, made with the Cherokee nation of Indians, 
may not be enforced contrary to the wishes of the 
tribe: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented several memorials, 
signed by 1100 or 1200 citizens of Pennsylvania, 
on the same subject; and a memorial from the citi- 
zens of Lancaster co, Pa. on the subject of duel- 
ling; which were also laid on the table. . 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Rober 
McCausland and the legal representatives of Mark 
McCausland; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Samuel 
Hilton, of the District of Columbia, praying remu- 
neration for property destroyed during the last war: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. R. also presented the petition of Richard 
Pool, praying remuneration for services during the 
last war: referred to the same committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented ‘the petition of 
the heirs of Richard K. Meade; which was referred 
to the Committe on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, from the. Committee on Revelu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
widow of John L. Van Brun; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: : 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Cooper. 

The bill for the relief of Philip Marshall, and 
the legal representatives of John Marshall. 


House, and decided in the negative—yeas 62, 


The bill for the relief of Christopher Clark 


and 
- The bill. for the relief of Elias Johns. ~ i 


third time; when - z 
Mr. CALHOUN said, as 


support. He felt satisfied that we: had arrived at 
the period when one of two courses. of policy 
ought to be pursued ‘in relation to the: publi 

Jands—either to adhere rigidly to the laws; as they 
now stand, without. making any material change, 
or to make a cession of them. to, the new States 
within whose limits they are respectively situated, 
on terms mutually satisfactory. It cannot be dis- 
guised, that the extent of interest involved in the 
public domain is too great, and the parties inte- 
rested too powerful and influential, to permit. the 
laws which regulate and dispose of the public 
lands to be the subject of frequent changes... Nu- 
merous and populous as those States have new be- 
come, (at which he rejoiced,) it was impossible 
to prevent this mighty. stake from being thrown 
into the party struggles of the day, and from 
having a most pernicious effect.on our politics, so 
long as they are under-;our control, unless we 
should abstain altogether from touching them, 
which he found was impossible. i 

It .was well known that, under. this, impres- 
sion, he was in favor of. ceding them. to the 
States, as the only practicable remedy against the 
evil he apprehended, and that under it he had intro- 
duced a bill to cede them He hoped that the 
Committee on Public Lands would call up the bill 
at an early day. He was prepared to give it his 
best aid; and he did hope it would receive the sanc- 
tion of the Senate. In the mean time, he should 
feel it to be his duty to vote against all measures 
which provided for any material change inthe 
land laws, as they now stood. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had intended, yester- 
day, to have stated, in a brief manner, his objec 
tions to the passage of this bill, but was prevented 
by the lateness of the hour. He should avail him- 
self to-day of the opportunity to perform this duty, 
because he chose to place his vote on grounds 
somewhat peculiar to himself, and which he deemed 
firm and tenable. oda i: 

Mr. B. had, upon former occasions, always op- 
posed the graduating principle contained in this 
bill; but he admitted that this was no‘conclusive 
reason why he should always continue to oppose it. 
We had recently” heard much upon this floor on 
the subject of consistency. For his own part, he 
was far from considering. it, in all cases, to be a 
political virtue. To assume that a man has never 
had reason to change his opinion, was to suppose 
that he had been at first a pure emanation of wis- 
dom, springing perfect like Minerva from the head 
of Jove. All the lights of experience, all the vast 
improvements of the present. age, were lost upon 
such an unchangeable being. He (Mr. B.] laid 
no claim to such infallibility, and when his opi- 
nions upon any subject had really changed, he 
trusted he shculd always have the manliness to 
make the avowal. He had accordingly re-ex- 
amined and reconsidered the question of gradua- 
‘tien, and that, too, not without a desire to.unite 
with his Western friends; but he yet remained un- 
convinced. : . 

What had been: the operation of. our present 
land system at the minimum price of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre? The best lands 
had always been entered the frst at that price; 
whilst their settlement and improvement had given 
additional value to those which remained of an in- 
ferior quality. These inferior lands in- succession 
had come into demand, ‘and had been sold at the 
same rate. The country had thus been gradually 
settled and improved; and lands of a second and 
third rate quality had thus:become.a better bargain 
to the purchasers, at the minimum price, than the 
first rate lands originally ‘were. i 

He admitted'that, in all the new States, unless 
Illinois might be'an exception, large bodies’ of res 
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fuse land would finally remain unsold, possessing 
little or no intrinsic value.. When it shall have 
been clearly ascertained that any State of the Union 
was in this condition, he should be willing to cede 
these refuse lands to it upon the most liberal terms. 
It would be unjust to such a State forever to pre- 
vent its settlement and improvement, by holding its 
barren lands at a price which they could never 
command in competition with lands in other States 
of a quality greatly superior. He believed thatthe 
State of Mississippi contained a large proportion 

- of this barren land. In the peculiar cases to which 
he had referred, he should most cheerfully vote for 
a graduating bill in favor of actual settlers. 

Tf the benefits of the present bill had been con- 
fined to actual settlers in limited quantities, and 
had, in this respect, pursued the policy of the bill 
which passed the Senate during the last regular 

. session, he should long have hesitated before he 
would have recorded his vote against it. He 
should, to some extent, have overstepped the limits 
of his own judgment in order to favor this class of 
purchasers. He had ever thought that the man 
who first went into the wilderness, and cleared 
away the forest to enable him to provide a home 
for himself and his family, had peculiar claims 
upon the favorable consideration of the Govern- 
ment. Such hardy and industrious men were the 
strength and the glory of any country, and in the 


day of danger would prove themselves to be its best’ 


defence. They reared a manly and independent 
offspring, on whom the Republic might rely in the 
time of its utmost need. His colleague [Mr. Mc- 
Kean] would bear him witness that the first poli- 
tical difficulty in which he had ever involved him- 
self, when a very young man in the State Legis- 
lature, was in the cause of the actual settlers. 
[Here Gen. McKean nodded his assent.] On this 
question he had never changed his opinion. 
Again: He had ever regarded the settlement 
and improvement of the new States with favor; 
and these States, especially such of them as lay 
west of the Mississippi, now had peculiar claims 
upon our regard. It had been our policy to re- 
move from the States east of that river, to the 
frontier of these far western States, immense 
bands of warlike, restless, and discontented sa- 
vages.. There they were embodied, and these States 
‘must sustain the first shock of savage war. Had 
this bill held out any reasonable encouragement to 
actual settlers on this remote frontier, and thns 
created a barrier,against the incursions of these sa- 
vages, such a provision would have found favor 
in his eyes. We were bound by every principle 
of duty and honor to defend this frontier; and the 
cheapest and best mode of defence would be to 
people it with a brave and hardy race of men. 
He could see nothing in this bill which held outany 
of these advantages. On the contrary, it appeared 
to him to be a measure which would encourage 
speculation, and retard, rather than advance, the 
actual settlement of the new States. It might be 
presumption in him to differ so widely from his 
Western friends on the present occasion; but he 
must express the honest dictates of his own judg- 
ment. What was the nature of this bill? It pro- 
vided that, after the last day of the present year, all 
the public lands of the United States which shall 
then have been subject to entry for five years, at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, should 
be reduced in price to one dollar per acre; and all 
. these lands which shall then have been subject to 
entry for ten years, shall be reduced in price to one 
dollar per acre during one year thereafter, and after 
that period, to seventy-five cents per acre. The 
bill, as it originally stood before the amendment of 
- the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hupparp] 
was adopted, reduced the price of such lands as 
had been subjectto entry for fifteen years to fifty cents 
per acre... There:was but one limitation in the bill, 
and that was, that no individual should be autho- 
rized to‘purchase. more than one section. How vain 


and illusory this limitation would prove in practice, 
every person who had the least experience in such 
matters would be able to decide. Ifa speculator 
wished to purchase fifty or one hundred sections, 
he had nothing to do but employ as many indivi- 
duals to enter the land in their own names, pay for 
it, receive the patents, and convey the title either 
to himself or to any other person under his direction. 

This bill would not only operate directly upon 
upwards of seventy millions of acres, but it esta- 
blished a precedent which would most certainly be 
pursued in regard to‘all the vast domain which 
shall hereafter be brought into market. What was 
that principle? That the price of all lands hereaf- 
ter, which shall have been subject to private entry 
for five years, shall be reduced to one dollar per 
acre; and that which has been thus subject for ten 
years, shall be reduced to seventy-five cents per 
acre. We well know the intellectual and moral 
power of the West. They were a people who ne- 
ver put their hands to the plough and then looked 
back. Onward, onward! was their motto. We 
had been most significantly told by his friend from 
Alabama, [Mr. Kina,] that the Senators from the 
new States ought not to be discouraged becanse 


the fifty cent minimum had been stricken from the, 


bill, and that their power after the next census 
would be greatly increased. In his own inuguage, 
“it is the first step which costs.” Should this bill 
pass, there will ere long be a third graduated 
minimum, fixed at fifty cents per acre. 

What would then be the consequence? The sur- 
veys of our public lands would be hastened. Vast 
quantities of them, far beyond the demand of pvr- 
chasers, would be thrown into market. Five years 
thereafter, their price would be reduced to one dol- 


lay per acre; in ten years, it would be reduced to | 


seventy-five cents; and in fifteen, to fifty cents. 
This graduating measure would, in effect, reduce 
the price of, by far, the greatest proportion of the 
public lands to seventy-five cents per acre; and ere 
long, should it pass, they would be reduced to fifty 
cents. 

And what benefits would the new States derive 
from this reduction of price and this sacrifice of the 
public domain? It was, beyond doubt, their true 
policy to promote, not merely the sale, but the ac- 
tual settlement, of the lands within their limits. It 
was an honest, industrious, and enterprising popu- 
lation which they wanted, and all their efforts ought 
to be directed to that object. None could more ef- 
fectually arrest the policy than to have large bo- 
dies of their lands purchased and held, on specula- 
tion, by wealthy individuals and incorporated com- 
panies. This was one of the greatest curses which 
could befal any State. We had known something 
of itin one of the fairest portions of Pennsylvania, the 
settlement of which had been long delayed from this 
very cause. Would not this bill promote such spe- 
culations? Ifthe spirit of speculation had raged 
to such an extent when the price was $1 25 per 
acre, that Western gentlemen themselves had be- 
come alarmed for the consequences, and had used 
all their efforts at the last regular session to confine 
the sales of land to actual settlers, what would be 
its fury on the return of prosperity, when these 
lands shall be reduced in price to seventy-five or 
fifty cents per acre? Large bodies of them would 
be monopolized; they would be held by individuals 
and companies; and the actual settler, instead of 
purchasing from the Government at a low price, 
would be compelled to pay a heavy profit to these 
speculators. He hoped he might be mistaken in 
his anticipations. i 

But how would this bill immediately and directly 
operate upon the settlement of the new States? 
Would it not retard, instead of accelerating, the in- 
crease of their population? Did it not on its face 
hold out a premium to delay the settlement of the 
country? What settler would pay a dollar and a 
quartér per acre for his land, when he knew that, 
by waiting a year or two, he could procure it. for 
one dollar or seventy-five cents, or fifty: cents? - This 


was the natural tendency of the. system; and it. |! 
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- would be its inevitable effect. It was just the re- 
verse of what it ought to be to accomplish the ob- 
ject. If you desired to promote the actual settle- 
ment of the new States, then reduce the price du- 
ring a limited period in favor of actual settlers, and 
at the end of this period let it rise. to its former 
standard. This would be offering a premium in 
favor of speedy settlement, whilst, on the contrary, 
the bill offered a premium for delay. 

He again repeated, let the Western gentlemen in- 
troduce any reasonable measure to encourage the 
settlement of the new States, which should be con- 
fined to those who would actually cultivate the soil, 
and live and labor and die upon it, and which 
would not open wide the door for speculation and 
monopoly, and such a measure should receive his 
hearty and cordial support. He should never vote 
for any bill, however, which he believed would 
keep money out of the public Treasury, for the pur- 
pose of putting it into the pockets of speculators. 
They already derived sufficient profit from pur- 
chasing the public domain at $1 25 per acre; and if 
there must be a graduation in the price, let it be in 
favor of those, and those alone, who would till the 
soil. 

There was one reason which would prevent him 
from voting for this bill at the present moment, 
even if none other existed. If any plan could be 
devised by which the just rights of the old States 
in the public lands could be secured, and at the 
same time the management and sale of them en- 
trusted to the new States respectively, within. whose 
limits they were situated, he should feel inclined to 
favor such a proposition. It would be most desi- 
rable to free the General Government from the 
power and the patronage of the present extended 
and complicated land system, and transfer it to the 
States, allowing them a liberal per centage on the 
sales, to indemnify them for their expense and 
trouble. Their pecuniary interest would then har- 
monise with that of the people of the old States, 
and we should not hear so much upon the subject 
of reducing the price of the public land. Besides, 
it would relieve them from that condition of de- 
pendence upon the General Government of which 
they so much complain. He knew the arrange- 
ment of any such system would be attended with 
great difficulties; still the attempt ought to be, and 
he understood would be, made. He merely 
glanced at this point for the present. 


The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed—yeas 27, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. AHen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
‘ma, Cuthbert, Fen, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, Trot- 


ter, Walker, White, Wright, and Young-—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Swift, Wall, and Williams—L6. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of de- 
fining and limiting the term of all bureau officers 
connected with the departments, and of all appoint- 
ments made by the heads of departments. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the . following resolu- 
tion, which was considered.and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a system. of telegraphs for the United 
States, and to report thereon. ` 

The resolution introduced yesterday by Mr. Nor- 
VELL having been called up, 

Mr. NORVELL said, after examining the laws 
and the rule in. relation to. the subject, he would 
beg leave to-offer the following as a modification: 
~- Resolved, That-in the settlement and payment of 
the compensation allowed by law to the members of 
the Senate, the per diem allowance shall be de~ 
ducted for the number ef days any Senator may 


nt himself from the service of the 
nless detained from his seat. by sickness; 
and that the proper officer of the Senate certify the 
compensation due to Senators, in conformity to this 
resolution, and to the statement of each Senator, in 
writing, at the close of the session, upon the stib- 
ject. 

Mr. LINN desired to know how the Senator 
meant to ascertain the sickness. or indisposition of 
Senators: what was to be. the test in relation to it? 

Mr. KING said, during his pnblie life he had 
never lost more than two “days save from sickness. 
He was not prepared to vole, however, for the 
resolution. The Jaw in relation to the subject was 
imperative in- itself; and if they were governed by 
the law, what could they gain by the resolution? If 
the law was insufficient, could. we expect the reso- 
Jution to effect what the law could not? Besides, 
it implied a censure upon individuals. 
as honorable men, were bound, in settling their 
accounts, to make a deduction for the number of 
days they were absent, and it was presumed they 
would do so; but how was the Secregary to aseer- 
tain the absence of any Senator unless upon his 
own admission? The Senator might be at the De- 
partments attending to his public duties, or he may 
have stepped into a committee room on matters 
connected with his Senatorial duties. And was he 
then to be considered absent? Mr. K. thought the 
Senator trom Michigan, on reflection, would with- 
draw his resolution. He [Mr. K.] had no doubt 
but the Senator was actuated by the most laudable 
motives in introducing it; but as he deemed the 
Jaw and the rule ample in themselves, he would 
feel bound to oppose the resolution even as -mo- 
dified. 

Mr. NORVELL said he was actuated by ng 
other motive, in offering the resolution, than fo 
insure by it a prompt attendance at the Senate 
chamber, for the despatch of the public business. 
This resolution, if adopted, would have a tendency 
to enforce the laws, and all he desired was a simple 
vote on the subject, and on which he should ask for 
the yeas and nays. 
` Mr. WHITE said all who witnessed his career 
in public life would bear him out in the assertion, 
that he was neither inattentive to his public duties, 
or negligent in his attendance, either in the com- 
mittee rooms, or the Senate chamber; but he must 
object to the resolution from a reason different 
from any ‘that he had yet heard assigned. That 
document seemed to take for granted that a Sena- 
tor has the right to be absent, provided he relin- 
quished his pay for that time. Now, this was a 
doctrine which he never could adinit. It was pre- 
sumed, when we were sent here, that we were at 
least worthy of our seats, and he should so act as 
-to show that the confidence inspired in us was not 
misplaced, which would certainly be the case, if we 
chose to neglect.our public duties when we pleased, 
on? surrendering the per diem.. He thought it as 
much a matter of duty-for him to stay and vote, as 
he didto vote right, according to the dictates of his 
conscience: If a Senator staid away to the preju- 
dice of the public business, we had a right to send 
after him, and compel his attendance whether wil- 
ling or not. Mr. W. would oppose the resolution, 
therefore, on the ground that it implied the right to 
be absent when payment was surrendered, a doc- 
irine directly at variance with the usefulness of all 
legislative bodies. 

“Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he could not vote 
© for the resolution for another reason; and that was, 
that absence from the Senate implied neglect of 
public duties, which he was by no means willing to 
admit. He would undertake to say that he did in- 
finitely more in his room than he did in the Senate 
chamber; for he was at work there night and day, 
cither reading, digesting, or preparing matters con- 
nected with his publie duties. This. was the 32d 
year since his entrance into public life; and in all 
that period, he had lost less time from the public 
business, either by sickness, or from any other 
cause, than any man so long engaged in public life. 
Tn December, 1832, Mr. C. said Phe was absent; but 
it was while a highly important measure was to be 
brought about, in the prosecution of whieh he. was 
as much engaged as though :he had. been present 
in the Senate: chamber. -To presume a Senator, 
beeause not in his place, to be inattentive to his 


Senators, - 
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public duties, was what he coutd not admit; Gal ‘he 
would go further, and say that the public: business 
would be often “expedited by attending more at 
home, or in the committee rooms. - Besides, did not 


the Senator from ‘Michigan see, under his reaolu-. 
tion, that if a Senator was absent from any cause > 


connected with his public. duties; that ‘the little, | 


miserable pittance of pay was withheld; and.did he | 
not also see that if persons were so disposed, that- 
this miserable-modicum.of money would have no | 
influencein res‘raining him? Fle hoped the Senator . 
would withdraw his resolution, or suffer it to lie on . 


the table. 


Mr. NORVELL said, the doctrines held forth by 


some of the Senators would go towards dispensing 
with all law and rule whatever. -Because the Se- 
nate was an honorable and respectable body, was 
it to be taken for granted that its. members could 
not err in absenting themselves? Had we novoften 
seen the public business delayed for want of-a quo- 
rum, or bills defeated from non-attendance of mem- 
bers? All he would say further was, that he could 
not justify himself to his constituents on such pleas. 
As there appeared so many, however, opposed to the 
measure, he would withdraw it. 

The resolution was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr, WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the selection of 
a section of land as therein. named, and a bill to 
confirm certain purchases of public lands under the 
act of the 19th June, 1834; which were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The following bills were severally read the se 
cond time, and considered as in-Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 

The bill for the relief of James Callan. 

The bill for the relief of Ann W. Johnson. 

The bill for the relief of James McMahon. 

The-bill for the relief of Pierre Menard. 

The bill for the relief of Curtis Grubb. 

The bill for the relief of Patrick McGibbony. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander C. Morgan. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Eliott. 

The bill for the relief of Charles F. Keller and 
Henry Stone. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Merrill. 

The bill for the relief of John Wilson. 

The bill for the relief of Freeman Brady. 

The bill for the relief of James L. Renner. 

The bill for the relief of Ferdinand Clark. 

The bill-to refand to the Georgia Railroad and 
Banking company the duties paid by them on im- 
ported railroad iron. 

The bill to refund certain duties on railroad iron 
paid by the New York and Harlem Railroad corn- 

any. 

The hill to establish a pension agency at Mont- 
pelier, Vermont, 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Tyler and 
others. 

The bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Col. Albert Pawling, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Robert White, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Francis L. B. Goodwin. 

The Dill for the relief of Michael Ambrister. 

The bill for the relief of William Coggswell. 

The bill for the relief of H. W. Russell. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represen- 
tatives of Capt. John Fulford. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh McDonald. 

The bill for the relief of D. W, Healy... 

After the consideration of Executive pines: the 
Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, April 14, 1838. 

On motion. of Mr. EVANS, Mr. SMITH of 
Maine had leave of absence from the service of the 
House from and after the first of May next. 

THE LATE DUEL. 

` Mr, FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions oa the subject of the late duel.’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire presented 
a petition of Caleb Rix and others, for the expul- 
sion of those engaged in the late duel. 

Mr. -PECK of New. York also presented peti- 
tions on the same subject. 


ay 


FERRO, and UNDERWOOD; 


ee -INDIAN “AFFAIRS. 

Mr. EVERETT, from. the Committee on n Indian 
Affairs, reported.a bill supplementary. to : 
regulate trade and; intercourse: with: the. Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on t 
proved 30th June, 1834. 

‘Mr. EVERETT, on leave, subi 
ing resolution: Ey IT RAU SE 

i "Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of $ directed 
to law before-this House: a statement, of the amount 
paid, and the amount. of arrears, on ‘account of the 
expenses.of: the. Seminole: war, and: an estimate. of 
the sum necessary, in addition tọ former appropria- 
tions, to pay such arrears; and carry on said war 
until the first day of June next. 

Mr, E. asked‘for the consideration of the resolu- 
tion at this time, ‘but, Mr. PETRIKIN objecting, 
Mr, Ey .moved a suspension of the rule; but the 
House refused, only 69 voting in the aflirmative, so 
the resolution Jies over, under the rule. 

On motion.of Mr. HAYNES, x ; 

Resolved, . ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: be instructed: to inquire into the 
propriety. of- establishing a mail route from Wash- 
ington, in Georgia, by the way of Ray Town and 


: Powellton, to Sparta, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of. Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on. Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing a port of entry at Memphis, in the. State of 
Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the ‘map. accompany- 
ing the report of Gen. Gaines on the defence’ of the 
Western frontier, was ordered to be lithogtaphed. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following, viz: . 

1. Bill granting. a pension to Helen Miller. of 
New York, : 

2. Bill granting a pension. to Thornton Cornell 
of Rhode. Island. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports in the cases of David Kronk- 
lute, William Neel, and Roger Halcomb. 

DIVORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS 
‘Mr. BOND then resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks in support of the resolution of Mr. Hopkins 

of Virginia, to. disconnect. the public press from 

the patronage.of the Government. 2 
Mr. HOPKINS gave, notice. that, on Monday 

next, he ‘should-move. the consideration of Mr, Ha- 

mer’ resolution, and hoped there would be a, full 

attendance.of the Houses i, 

The House 'then:passed to the. orders of the. day, 
and bills of the Senate- were read twice and, re- 
ferred: 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Geergetown, was read the third time and passed. 

PRIVATE ORDERS. | 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. LYON in the Chair, on the. bills on the pri- 
vate calendar, and considered the following bills: 

L The bill for the relief of Jehu .Hollinsworth: 
[ameńded.] 

2. Bill for the relief of William James Androus: 
[amended.] 

3. Bill for the relief of Joel Chandler: [amended.] 

4. Bill. for the relief of James A. Williams, 


 [amended.] 


-§. Bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall: 
[amended.] 

6. Bill for the relief of Patrick Green. 

7. Bill for the relief of the Jegal representatives 
of the late Dr. Philip Turner, deceased. 

This was a case of the allowance of interest 
upon commutation pay which had; in the first in- 
stance, been rejected by the accounting officer, but 
subsequently allowed by Congress, -On this:ground 
the interest was claimed. a 

The bill was opposed by. M i ALLEN of Vere 
mont, and supported by Messrs. CRAIG, TALIA- 


when 

Mr. ALLEN moved to rike out the enacting 
clause, which was agreed to-——-ayes 66, noes 61. 

8. Bin- for the relief of :the legal representatives 
of. Dr. Absalom: Baird,deceased. 

Mr. ALLEN. also moved. to strike-out the enact- 
ing clause. of this bil. which was. agreed to without 
a division: 

9.-Bill for the relief. of Robert Wilmot. ; 
motion prevailed.} 


- 10. Bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan, Pe- 
ter, and William Adams, deceased. 

The committee then rose and reported. - 

The last bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday next, ; 

The amendments to bills Nos. 1, 2, 3; 4, and 5 
were all severally concurred in, and ordered toa 
third reading. : 

Before taking the question on the other bills,. 
On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 
The House adjourned, 


—n 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 16, 1838. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. HAMER rose, and asked leave to make a 
statement to the House, to which no objection was 
made. é 

Mr. H. then said that he had been requested to 
state whether he intended again to offer the resolu- 
tion presented by him on Monday last. In regard 
to that matter he begged to advert to what had been 
thrown out elsewhere. He understood from the 
newspapers that various opinions were entertained 
as to the object he had in view. By some it was 
suggested that it had been offered as a sort of an- 
tagonist proposition to Mr. Biddle’s letter. Now, 
it would be recollected that Mr. H. presented his 
resolution on Saturday, and Mr. Biddle’s letter was 
only printed on the same day in' Philadelphia. He 
himself did not hear of it till Sunday night, nor sce 
it till Monday morning, and could necessarily, 
therefore, have no knowledge of it on Saturday. 

Another suggestion had been thrown out, that 
Mr. JT. had offered it with reference to the charter 
election in the city of New York. Towever im- 
portant that election might be in itself, or however 
important some gentlemen might deem it, he trust- 
ed he had higher objects in view than the New 
York city or any other election, He looked to the 
great interests of the country, and to them alone. 

Mr. Hs object was simply this: He knew that 
the Bank Convention was to assemble on Wednes- 
day last, and he had reason to believe that many 
gentlemen who had gone as delegates thereto enter- 
tained an apprehension that the course of the 
General Government, the legislation of Congress, 
as well as the action of the Treasury Department 
in carrying out that legislation, might be hostile to 
the resumption of specie payments. For himself, 
he did not believe that the Congress of the United 
States would pass any law, at the present session, 
without having special reference to the existing 
condition of the country, or that it would not so 
modify ‘any law it might pass as to throw no hin- 
drance in the way of resumption. 

Neither did Mr. H. believe that the Treasury 
Department, in carrying out that legislation, did feel 
or would feel any disposition to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way of effecting that resumption, His 
object, therefore, was to give such assurances to 
those banks which had gone into convention, as 
might encourage them to go on, for it was surely 
desired by every patriotic. man in the country, of 
every party, that the banks should resume. 

Again: the House refused to entertain the pro- 
position on Monday; and when he was called upon, 
two days afterwards, to give an explanation, he 
was refused, and he was not disposed to put him- 
self in the attitude of impeding the business of the 
House by moving, day after day, to suspend the 
rules. i í ; 

Besides, he found that, by moving this proposi- 
tion, he placed a number of his political friends in 
this embarrassing condition: that, although they 
did not disapprove of the principle involved in it, 
or the object sought to be attained by it, still some 
of them did not approve of its phraseology, and 
therefore they were compelled to vote against It. 
Many were actuated by another feeling. They 
feared-a premattire discussion on the whole curren- 
cy question, which would inevitably spring up, 
and amendments of the resolution, which might 
compel them and himself to vote against a preposi- 
tion, the general. tenor, of which, in its present 
shape, they approved: He understood amendments 
were to be offered on both sides of the House. 
In voting against the suspension of the rules, there- 


titude-of seeming to oppose his resolution. : 

Mr. BELL here interposed, and said he begged 
to know if it was in order to discuss these questions 
now... m 
The GHAIR remarked that the gentleman was 
proceeding under the unanimous assent of the 
House for him to make a statement. 

Mr. BELL so ünderstood it, but then the gentle- 
man was making an argument which was to go 
forth to the country; and Mr. B. wanted to know 
if any reply would be permitted, for the gentleman 
was certainly exceeding his -privilege. Mr. B. 
would, however, ask him to explain to them and 
the country what was the mode of relief he propos- 
ed to give to the State banks, or whether he sought 
only to put forth an intention to relieve them with- 
out adopting any thing specific? He asked the 
gentleman— f 

The CHAIR interposed, and reminded Mr. 
BeLr that if the House accorded its unanimous as- 
sent to one gentleman to make a statement, a de- 
bate could not go, unless the House again assented. 
(Cries of “ go on!” “go on!”} 

Mr. HAMER had but a few words more to say. 
Since he had offered the resolution, the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury had come out, contain- 
ing, substantially, the same declaration; and, in ad- 
dition to that, the official organ of the Goverament 
(the Globe) had given a similar assurance. I ad- 
dition to that, also, the Bank Convention hac pro- 
bably decided by this time upon the course they 
would pursue. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky here interposed. 
He said he had understood the gentleman merely 
to ask leave to make an explanation in relation 
to his own attitude; but he was now explaining 
for his own political party, for the organ of the 
Administration, aud for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Now if the gentleman wanted to explain 
for himself, Mr. W. had no objection; but he 
should object to his going into explanations for his 
own political party. 

The CHAIR stated that any restriction was now 
beyond the power of the House, and this was one 
of the consequences that often grew out of gentle- 
men giving their unanimous consent to make 
statements. - 

Mr. HAMER had said all he intended to say on 
the subject, and would only add his belief, in con- 
clusion, that the time had passed by when the 
adoption of the resolution would have any material 
effect one or way or the other; and for these rea- 
sons he did not intend to renew it, and should not, 
therefore, present it to the House again. 

Mr. MENIFEE rose, he said, merely to make 
one single remark. It was simply this— 

A gentleman rose and objected. 

Mr. MENIFEE moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to make his remark. 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 85 to 71 nays; which, 
not being two-thirds, decided the motion in the 
negative. 
. TEXAS. = 
Mr. SHIELDS, on leave, presented the follow- 


ing joint preamble and resolutions of the Legisla- 


ture of Tennessee: 

Whereas we have been anxious and attentive ob- 
servers of the progress .feventsin Texas, and have 
not been unmoved spectators of her late gallant and 
glorious struggle for freedom, and have seen that 
freedom achieved by those near and dear to us by 
the ties of kindred and common ancestry; and 
whereas we have seen, by a vote of the people of 
that Republic, an anxious desire manifested to be- 
come citizens of these United States; and whereas 
we believe that the gallant and chivalrous bravery 
of Texans in their struggle for liberty and free - 
government, is an assurance of their worth, and 
sufficient evidence of their qualification, to entitle 
them to brotherhood and citizenship with us; and 
whereas, also, we believe that the annexation of 
Texas to these United States is a consummation: 
devoutly to be wished,.and an end worthy our best 
exertions to attain, if itcan be done without.an in- 
fraction of the law-of nations, or a departure from: 
the policy or principles. ofthis Governments... <: 

Now, therefore, Resolved by the. General Assembly’ 


| of the State 


fore, they would be placed in the embarrassing at- ; ha 
iously that Texas, be acquired by these United 


-the-same - subject. 
-Braves of the Wyandott tribe of Indians, in the 
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of Tennessee, That we desire most anx- 


States; and ETTE AA 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress be, informed of our desire to.acuire 
the territory of Texas, and to annex it to the United 
States by treaty or purchase, and at such time as 
they may deem most expedient. 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and these 
resolutions be forwarded by the Governor of this 
State to our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, with a request that they introduce them to 
the consideration of both branches of Congress. 

JOHN COCKE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
TERRY H.CAHAL, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Passed Jan. 20, 1838. 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
Tennessee, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to use 
their utmost exertions to procure the passage of a 
law making an appropriation to pay such of the 
Tennessee Volunteers as organized under the seve- 
ral calls made in 1836, and were not received into 
the service of the United States. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this State be re- 
quested to forward to each of our Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress a copy of these reso- 
imions. (Signed as the former resolutions.) 

The latter resolution was referred to the appro- 
priate committee. 

Mr. SHIELDS then moved to refer the other, 
ogether with all other papers heretofore presented 


on the subject of the annexation of Texas, toa ~~ 


select committee. ; 

Mr. BRONSON moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. SHIEDDS asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 107, nays 75. 

So the subject was laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials having been called for 
iu the order of Territories and States, were pres . 
sented as follows: 

WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JONES. 

[Mr. Jones presented several petitions, praying 
the establishment of several post routes. Also, 
the petition of Robert C. Hoard, praying compen» 
sation for the apprehension of a fugitive from 
justice, under a reward from the Governor of the 
Territory. Also, a petition from citizens of Wis- 
consin Territory, west of the Mississippi, praying 
for a donation of land for the- purpose of con- 
stracting a penitentiary in that section of the Ter- 


ritory.] 
ALABAMA. 
Mr. LEWIS. 
MICHIGAN. 
Voor. CRARY. 
ILLINOIS. 


Messrs. SNYDER and MAY. 

[Mr. May presented the petition of Caleb. Dil- 
worth, praying compensation for a tract of land 
purchased by him of the United States, which had 
been previously patented to a soldier of the late 
war. Also, a petition froma number of the inha- 
bitants of the northern part of Illinois, praying for 
the right of pre-emption. Also, a. petition from a 
number of the inhabitants of Winnebago, Stephen- 
son, and Jo Daviess counties, praying for the esta- 
blishment of certain mail routes. Also, a remon- 
strance from a number of citizens of Peoria county, 
Illinois, against the petition of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Chase, praying for the right of pre-emption 
to certain lands in said county.] - 

f OHIO. 

Messrs. MASON, WHITTLESEY, ALLEN, 
and HUNTER. 

[Mr. Hunrer presented a’ petition from Timo- 
thy Leister and others, praying for an appropria- 
tion for a breakwater, to improve the harbor of 
Sandusky. Also; from Isaac Mills and others, 
for an appropriation for a beacon light on Cedar 
Point; at the mouth of Sandusky Bay. Also, from 
Wm. Gallup and others, in relation to the recent 
duel: - Also, from John Anderson and others, on 
Also, from the Chiefs and 
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State of Ohio, complaining of neglect in the pay- 
ment of their annuities: referred to. the Committee 
on Indian: Affairs.) E 

Se ae TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. STONE and J. L. WILLIAMS. . 

(Mr. Srone presented the. petition. of John P. 
Lang, postmaster at Ross Landing, Hamilton 
county, Tennessee, and ninety-four others, citizens 
of Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the 
establishment of a stage route from Kingston, Roan 
county, ‘Tennessee,. via Decatur, Ross Landing, 
Tennessee, thence to Tuscaloosa, Alabama: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads.] 

[Mr. Jos. L. Witttams presented the petition of 
A. M. Caldwell, praying the compensation due to 
him as an ensign in the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, Also, the petition of Samuel Douthet, pray- 
ing Congress to provide, by law, for the detention 
of so much of the Cherokee Indian annuity as will 
suffice to indemnify him for property taken or 
destroyed by said tribe, and which, by the first 
article of the treaty of 1785 they eovenanted to 
surrender: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs.J ; 
KENTUCKY. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


GEORGIA. 

Mr. OWENS. 

(Mr, Owens presented the memorial of the Ma- 
con Steamboat company, praying to be allowed to 
import iron free of duty for the construction of two 
iron steamboats. } 

VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. WISE and MASON. 

(Mr. Wise presented a memorial from citizens 
of Georgetown and county of Washington, pray- 
ing for a retrocession of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. W. moved to refer it to a select committee 
of nine, with instructions to report a bill to carry 
out the object prayed for. 

Mr. Pratr moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. Wiss, with a’ view, he said, to see if the 
Bouse was disposed to consider the subject at all, 
asked for the yeas and nays. Mr. W. added that 
the Legislature of Maryland had signified its as- 
sent. 

Mr. Unperwoop. Only one branch of it. 

The question was then taken on laying on the 
table, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 
73. 
Mr. Wise then gave notice, that if a favoravle 
attempt could not be made, and that ina few 
years, to recede this District, he would go with the 
gentlemen from the West, freely and most cheer- 
fully, to move the seat of Government.] 

MARYLAND. 

Messrs. HOWARD, PEARCE, TELOMAS, 
and WORTHINGTON. 

Mr. THOMAS, with the leave of the FIouse, 
said that he had seen this morning, in the published 
journal of the House, that leave of absence had 
been given to a member from Maine from and 
after the first day of May next. He desired to 
have an opportunity to record his vote against 
such a precedent in our proceedings. This he 
could not have, unless some member, who was 
present when this leave was granted, would do him 
a favor, and move to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. ATHERTON then made the motion te 
reconsider, which lies over. 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

Messrs. DAVIS, PAYNTER, KEIM, TO 
LAND, BEATTY, KLINGENSMITH, S. W. 
MORRIS, and POTTS. p 

[Mr. S. W. Morris presented a petition for a 
mail route from Blakeley, in Luzerne county, to 
Thompson, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. ] 


NEW JERSEY. 
Messrs. RANDOLPH, YORK, and STRAT- 
TON. 
NEW YORK. 


Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, FILL- 
MORE, BRODHEAD, MARVIN, CHILDS, 
NOBLE, PARKER, PRATT, and DE GRAFF. 

{Mr. Grant presented the following petitions. 
The petition of the postmasters of Ambury and 
Parish, and sixty-six other inhabitants of Oswego 
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county, New York, praying that the mail route 
from Camden to Calosse, be extended to Mexson- 


ville, in said county, accompanied with a map. - 


The petition of forty-seven inhabitants of Hanni- 
bal, New York, praying the House of Representa- 
tives to repeal the resolution adopted the 21st- of 
December last, respecting petitions and papers re- 
lating to slavery, which Mr. Grant moved to have 
committed to a select committee, but, by order 
of the House, was laid on the table. ‘The petition 
of twenty-seven inhabitants of same town, praying 


the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the- 


District of Columbia. The petition of twenty-five 
inhabitants of said town, praying the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in those Territories of 
the United States where they exist. The petition of 
twenty-five inhabitants of said town against the 
admission of any new State into the Union, whose 
constitution tolerates domestic slavery. The peti- 
tion of twenty-seven inhabitants of said town, pray- 
ing Congress so to regulate commerce among the 
several States as to prohibit domestic slave trade.] 

(Mr. Parker presented the memorial of Charles 
Lewis Fleischman, a graduate of the royal agri- 
cultural school of Bavaria, and a citizen of the 
United States, on the subject of improving the ag- 
riculture of this county: ordered to be printed.] 

(Mr. J. C. Bropneap presented the petition of a 
number of inhabitants of the town. of Neversink, 
in the connty of Sullivan, New York, praying that 
alaw may be passed to increase the pension of 
Peter Coon, a soldier and pensioner of the Revolu- 
tion, to the sum of twe hundred. dollars. per an- 
num: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions.] $ 

{Mr. Prarr presented the petition of 160 inhab- 
itants of the town of Clermont, Columbia county, 
for a mail route from Clermont to Elizaville, thence 
to Jackson Corner, Dutches. county, thence to 
Montrose, all in the State of New York.] 

VERMONT. 

Messrs. ALLEN, EVERETT, HALL, and 
SLADE. i 

[Mr. Aven presented the remonstrance and pe- 
tition of Samuel B. Bogen, and 65 others, citizens 
of Norfolk, in the county of St. Lawrence, and 
State of New York, against the Sub-Treasury bill, 
and in favor of a National Bank.] 

CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. HOLT, HALEY and PHELPS. 

(Mr. Hatey presented the petition of Antis 
Daboll, the widow of John Daboll, a Revolutionary 
soldier, and moved its reference to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

[Mr. Hour presented the petition of Lucy 
Knowles and others, children and heirs of Richard 
Fortune, praying an allowance of land for services 
rendered by their father in the Revolution.] 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, GRENNELL, FLETCHER, 
LINCOLN, BORDEN, ADAMS, PARMENTER 
and CUSHING. 

(Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Adams, for a Revolutionary pension. Also, 
the petition of Charles Boothaker and 55 others, of 
Chelmsford; of Sarah C. Rugg, and 119 other 
women of Groton; of Martha A. Parthurst, and 122 
other women of Chelmsford, of Mary H. Wildes, 
and 97 other women of Concord; of Mary F. Brig- 
ham and 32 other women of Dunstable; of Ezra 
Ripley, and 56 others, of Concord; of Martha 
Barnes, and 82 oher women of Waltham, in the 
State of Massachusetts, for the rescinding of the 
resolution of 2ist December. ] 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

Mr. ATHERTON. 

MAINE. 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD and NOYES. 

Petitions were also further presented, on leave, 
by Mr. DAWSON of Georgia, Mr. CARTER of 
Tennessee, and Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice that he should 


call up, in a few days, the joint resolution for the 


purchase of certain maps. 
On motion of Mr. YELL, f 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Poca- 
hontas, Arkansas, to Stoddard, Missouri, through 


‘lection of sites for military posts on 


Green county, Arkansas. Also, from Jackson, by 
Strawberry, to Athens, Izard county, Arkansas.’ 
On motion of Mr. YELL, SE R A 
Resolved, That the Secretary of Wat be directed 
to communicate to this House copies of al tri 
tions to Major General Gaines relat g 


frontier of. Arkansas and Missouri, whe 
entered upon.the duties’ assigned him, and w 
probably a report may be-expected from him; and 
such other information as may be in the power of 
the Department to communicate, touching the com- 
mencement and progress of. the defence of the 
western frontier. a : 

Mr. BOND of Ohio sabmitied ‘the following 
joint resolution, which was ordered to. lie on the 
table: - 2 i 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assembled, That no order shall be adopted by the 
Executive of the United States. which discriminates 
in the medium in which payment may be made of 
the debts or public dues to the Government; and 
that, if any such order now. exist, the same ought 
to be forthwith rescinded. ; : 

Oa motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and ` Post Roads be instructed’ to inquire into: the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Blountville to Bennetisville, ‘in Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. MKENNAN, ` 


` ` Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 


ed inform this House; whether the irregularities 
and failure of the great Western mail, between this 
city and. Wheeling, have not been numerous and 
extraordinary for the last three’ months; what is 
the cause of these failures and irregularities, and 
how the evil may be remedied. ae 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, ; i 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the necessity of amending 
the laws, regulating the duties of. marshal after 
resignation, so as to compel them or their deputies 
to execute all process, until a successor is appoint- 
ed and qualified. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing the’ law. establishing the Board of Navy 
Commissioners. So ebet, a a 

Resolved further, That, said comtnittee inquire 
into the expediency of ‘fixitig by law’ the inniber 
of vessels; and also of officers,” petty ` officers; and 
seamen to be employed. in time of peace. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing. a mail route from 
Rutherfordton, in North Carolina, by thé Pleasant 
Gardens and Turkey cove, in Burk county, through 
Yancy county, to Elizabethton, in Carter county, 
in the State of Tennessee. ` 

On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of. War be required 
to transmit to this House the chart of the survey 
of Core sound, in North Carolina, made under the 
superintendence of Col Kearney. - ` 

-On motion of Mr. LOOMIS, 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be. instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Elizabeth Davidson, 
of New York, on the pension roll, for revolutiona- 
ry services of her late husband. ; eee 

On motion of Mr. A. STUART of Virgihia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instrucéd to inquire inté the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from’ Blams- 
ville, in the county of Patrick, in Virginia, to 
Taylorsville, in Henry county, in the same ‘State. 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee ‘on the Judiciary 
be directed to inquire into ‘the expediency of au- 
thorizing suits against the; United States, in- the 


courts of the United States. =; 


On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, | 
Resolved, That the: Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquife into the 


expediency of paying to Dabney Walker his claim 
for an extra allowance for running the. stage. fro 


n 
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Greensborough, in North Carolina; to Wylhe- C. 
Hein Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, -` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
funding to the steamboat company of Georgia the 
duties paid by them on the importation of iron for 
the building of steamboats, which they applied to 
Congress to be allowed to import free of duty, and 
which application was refused, 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following resolu- 
tion: P 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to inform this House whether a certain 
letter, bearing his signature and thé date of the 
18th March, 1838, which has appeared in the pnb- 
lic papers, and which purports to make known the 
purpose of the Treasury Department in relation to 
the receipt and disbursement of the promissory 
notes of the State banks by the Federal Govern- 
ment is authentic or not; and, if it be, to communi- 
cate to the House a copy of the same, and also 
copies of any and every other official letter of his 
on the sarne subject matter; and that he be further 
directed to report to the House the views and inten- 

- tion of the Department in the premises, and the 
measures adopted, and to be adopted, in execution 
thereof. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one day. 

Mr. C. moved its consideration now, but the 
House refused. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury 
transmit to Congress the names of all receivers, 
collectors and disbursers of the public money, in 
office on the first day of January, 1838, who were 
in default to the Government at that period, desig- 
nating the amount of each respective liability. 

On motion of Mr. CG. H. WILLIAMS of 
Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of indemnifying the 
citizens of that section of the conntry commonly 
called The Sirip, (embracing that part of the State 
of Tennesse south of Winchester line,) for the inju- 
ry they received by a disregard, on the part of the 
Government, of the treaty of 1818, in disposing of 
the lands in said county for the benefit of the 
Chickasaw Indians, contrary to the provisions of 
said treaty. 

On motion of Mr. J.L. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into. the propriety of reporting a bill pro- 
viding the rate of compensation due to such war 
riors of the Cherokee tribe of Indians as were 
wounded in the service of the United States, pur- 
suant to the fourteenth article of the treaty between 
the United States and said tribe; concluded the 29th 
December, 1835, and ratified 23d May, 1836. 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS submitted the following re- 
solution, which, under the rule, lies on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
force or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches of 
the revenne (either from the sales of the public 
lands, or from any other source) of the United 
States shall be collected. 

On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD of North Ca- 
rolina, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quired to transmit to this House the examination 
and survey of the harbor of Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina, authorized by the act of March, 1837, or to 
inform the House why the act has not been carried 
into. effect. : . 

~ On motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON of Virginia, 

Resolved, ‘That the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings lay before this House a copy of all the 
contracts made in his office in the year 1837, either 
for materials furnished, or to be furnished, or for 
labor performed; or to be- performed, and the names 
of all the applicants for the said contracts, and the 


amount of their bids respectively, and that hemake 


a similar report to this House at the beginning of 


` each session of Congress. : 


Mr. FILLMORE ‘submitted the following reso- 
lution, which, under the rule, lies‘over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on’ Private Land 
Claims be directed.to report a bili allowing any of- 
ficer and soldier entitled to bounty lands, who has 
not received:a patent for the same, to locate them 
on any lands belonging to the United States, sub- 
ject to private entry; and that they also inquire 
into the expediency of allowing apy one who has 
received his patent for bounty lands to surrender 
the same, and locate the same quantity upon any 
lands subject to private entry. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Samuel Philips, of Oswe- 
go county, in the State of New York, a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered the following: 

Considering the business, commerce, circulation, 
and exchanges, of the country, are ina deranged 
and embarrassed condition; and considering, also, 
that a part of the banks of the United States have 


expressed a desire to resume specie payments at an- 


early period: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That if the banks, or a portion of them, do thus 
resume, it will be the duty of the General Govern- 
ment, within the limits of its constitutional antho- 
rity, to aid such banks in regaining public confi- 
dence, and to sustain them in their laudable efforts 
to fulfil their obligations, to relieve the wants of the 
community, and to restore to the people a sound 
circulating medium. 

Mr. H. stated that this was literally a copy of 
Mr. Hamen’s resolution; and he gave notice that, 
as soon as the States were called through, he should 
move its consideration. 

On motion of Mr. T. B. JACKSON, 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from East 
\lampton to Amagansett, Suffolk county, in the 
State of New York. 

Oa motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quested to inform this Honse what number of fail- 
ures in the arrival at the New York Post Office 
have occurred in respect to the Express mail be- 
tween New Orleans and New York, since the first 
day of January last. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing a patent to issue to J, A. Fleming, 
for the west half of the southwest quarter, and the 
southeast quarter of the northwest quarter, of sec- 
tion ten, township six, range four east, in the St. 
Stephens district, according to a duplicate receipt 
issued to him by the receiver of the public moneys 
at St. Stephens. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instrueted to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to erect a monument or beacon 
on York Ledge, in the State of Maine. 

On motion of Mr, CUSHMAN, 7; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inguire into the expediency of 
confining the instruction hereafter to be given, at 
the Military Academy at West Point, exclusively 
to the elements and practice of civil and military 
engineering. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS of N. H. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to William Nute, a re- 
yolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- . 


diency of compensating Cummings and Spykers, 
merchants of Montgomery, for the loss of two thou- 
sand dollars by the robbery of the regular mail, 
after they had paid postage on the said letter to be 
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carried by the Express mail, from Mobile to Most- 


_gomery.. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, — 

Resolved, That the Committee- on the Pablic 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of makiag an appropriation for the purchase of — 
certain records belonging to Madame Pintado and 
others, relating to the grants of lands in Louisiana 
made by the Spanish Government, whilst that 
country was in possession of said Government. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, j 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
funding to the Choctaw Indians the amount of the 
claim allowed Joseph Bogy, by the act-of the 2d 
July, 1836, and directed to be deducted from the 
annuity payable to said Indiaas by treaty. i 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, i 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause a list of the officers of the 
corps of engineers to be furnished to this House, 
with the designation of the several fortifications 
and other works at which each officer may have 
been employed during the year 1837, specifying 
the State and Territory where situated ; also, what 
military engineers, if any, have been employed in 
1837 on civil works of internal improvement, to 
the exclusion or suspension of any work for the 
defence of the country; and if so, the. reason 
therefor; and what progress has been made in 
completing the work called. Fortress Monroe, in 
Virginia, during the last two years; and whether 
any portion of the money appropriated to this fort 
has been transferred to other works; if so, what 
amount; to what work .or works applied, and the 
reasons therefor. z 

On motion ot Mr. TILLINGHAST, _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the provisions of the pension law tosuch 
surviving officers and soldiers os rendered military 
service to the American cause in the war of the Re- 
volution, by serving in America wilh the forces of ~ 
any power in alliance with the United States, and 
have continued since the termination of that war, 
to be inhabitants of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing additional compensation 
to the Deputy Postmaster General at Baine’s ta- 
vern, Cumberland county, Va. 

On motion of Mr. YORK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Poca- 
hontas, Ark. through the northern part of Green 
county, to Stoddard Court House, Mo. Also a mail 
route from Jackson, via Longs on Swewbury river, 
to Athens, the county seat of Izard county, Ar- 
kansas. 

On motion of Mr. CLEVELAND, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
ond Post Roads be instructed to inquire into expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from the city 
of Mzcon, Bibb county, via Pine Level, Fort Val- 
ley, Bartlett, Macon Court House, to Americus, in 
Sumpter county, Ga. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Fay- 
etteville, N. C. up to the Cape Fear, on the west 
side of M’Neill’s Ferry, thence crossing the river 
to Blalock’s store, in? the upper part of Cumber- 
land county, thence to Raleigh, from. thence: to 
Johnson’s store, in Johnson county, thence to 
Droughan’s store, in Sampson county, thence to 
Fayetteville. i 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Raleigh, in the State of North Carolina, to Gray’s 
hill, in Washington county. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

. Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Hills- 
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boro, in Orange county, North Carolina, to Roxboro, 
in —— county, in the same State. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pedciency of establishing a post route from Bowling 
Green, Ky. by the lock and dam. now in the pro- 
gress of construction on Big. Barren river, to Hen- 
derson, on the Ohio river, passing through Mor- 
gantown in the route, 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to.inform this House, as soon as practica- 
ble, whether, in the present financial condition of 
the country. and of the Treasury, it will not be most 
judicious and proper to make such appropriations as 
will preserve the public works from injury and di- 
lapidation alone; and if such a course will not be 
judicious and proper, he then inform the House 
whether some or all the estimates for’ the service of 
the year, 1838 already submitted, for fortifications, 
the improvement.of harbors and rivers, the esta- 
blishment of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, the 
construction of roads, the service of the Indian 
Department, and for all other purposes, cannot 
be reduced, without injury to the public service; 
and if such reduction can be made, that he de- 
signate what proposed appropriations may pro- 
perly be reduced, and how much; and further, 
that he inform the House whether some of the 
appropriations already made may not, without 
material injury to the country, be suspended for 
the present; if so, to designate them; also, that he 
inform this House whether, if all the appropri- 
ations made are expended, and those proposed are 
made, the amount now in the Treasury, or esti- 
mated to come into it during the present year, will 
be sufficient to meet them; and, if not, what will be 
the deficit, and in what manner it is proposed to be 
met. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Oflice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Zanes- 
field, in Logan county, State of Ohio, to Dowing- 
ville, in said county. - 

On motion of Mr. SNYDER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to provide by law for the appointment 
of midshipmen in the navy, so that an equal num- 
ber may be chosen from each congressional district 
in the United States. 

On motion of Mr, MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post: route. from Canton, in Fulton 
county, Illinois, via Travis’s to. Macomb, in Me- 
Donough county. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That'the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Jeremiah Peaxs, of Michigan county, 
Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Forcign Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pre- 
senting to the Sultan of Muscat a small vessel or 
some other suitable present, as a token of acknow- 
Jedgment for his kindness and liberality in reliev- 
ing the officers and crew of the Peacock when in 
jeopardy on the coast of Arabia, in September, 
1835 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to the legal representatives of Allen 
H. Powell, deceased, for the value of a horse and 
equipage lost in Florida, whilst in the service of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
additional pay to such troops as have been or are 
employed in the service of the United States, in 
the present Florida or Seminole war, and have lost 
their horses: and baggage in said. Service, without 
any fault of theirs, because the United States had 
failed to provide forage for ssid horses, and who 
were required to perform, and did perform, after 
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they were dismounted, on foot, the same services 
which were required of mounted men in said ser- 


vice; and also of providing that the horses of any - 


of said troops which may have died from excessive 
fatigue, in executing extraordinary orders of the 
commanding officers, without any. fault of their 
riders; or such of said horses as were killed by 
accident or casualty, while under the immediate 
orders and direction of said officers, shall be paid 
for by the United States. AD 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, T 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post. Oflice 
and Post Roads be instmeted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Mar- 
shall, in Clark county, to Charleston, in Coles 
county, Tinois. : 

On motion of Mr. EWING, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of allowing a 
balance of pension duc to Charles Fitzgerald, late 
a pensioner of the United States on. the pension list 
roll of Indiana, to be drawn by his son, James 
Fitzgerald, the administrator on his father’s effects. 

On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for an interchange of duty by the 
judges of the Circuit Courts of the United States, 
where one or more of said judges are interested in 
any matter therein pending, or where trial cannot 
be had without prejudice to the parties. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be iustructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for continuing the 
work of removing the obstructions to the naviga- 
tion of the Cocheco river, in New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this t. -use, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, an, informa- 
tion which he may have received, offi ‘ally or 
otherwise, relating to an attack by a Mexican 
armed vessel upon the steamboat Columbia, bear- 
ing the flag of the United States, in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire inte the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Lynch Creek post office to Conwa, borough, in 
South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the work of removing a sand shoal in Pam- 
lico river, North Carolina, by means olone of the 
dredging machines, to be employed in said State. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH S. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Judian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of re- 
porting a bill providing the rate of compensation 
due to such warriors of the Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians es were wounded in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, pursaant to the 14th article of the treaty 
between the United States and said tribe, concluded 
29th December, 1435, and ratified 23d May, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the. 


expediency of establishing the following mail routes 
in the State of Indiana, to wit! From Putnamville, 
in Putnam county, via Greencastle, Dickson's 
Mills, Rockville, Annapolis, West Union, West- 
port, and Lodi, to Eugene. . Also, from Wolf 
Lake, in Noble county, via Oswego. and Leesburg, 
to Plymouth, in Marshall county.” 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with a statement, 
showing the nett proceeds of the sales of lands in 
Ohio, by Congress, deducting all expenses incident 
thereto, from and after the 30th day of Jane, 1802, 
computing also five per cent. of said ‘proceeds, 
and showing also, what sum is equal to two-fifths 


. of said five per. cent; and also three fifths of the 


same. Also, asimilar statement in relation to the 
lands sold by Congress in Indiana, from and after 


‘the Cumberland Road, lying 


the first day of December, 1816... Also, a similar 
statement in relation'to the lands sold by Congress, 
in Minois, from and after the: Ist.day of January, 
1819, Also, a ‘similar statement. in-relation to the. 
lands. sold. by Congress in Missouri; from and.after 
the 1st day of January, 1821.. Also, a- statement 
of the: whole amount of money appropriated. for 
7 ast ofthe Ohio river, 
discriminating that which is expended in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland, the whole amount 
for said road lying within the. State.of Indiana, 
and the whole amount of said road lying. within 
the State. of Ilinois: Also,- a statement of the 
aggregate of. all moneys appropriated for the Cum- 
berland road; a statement of the aggregate of the 
several.sums of two-fifths, herein. before required; 
and also, a statement of the difference between 
the two aggregate sums last required, with the 
distance said road passes through each State, 
and the quantity of land -belonging to the United 
States, and exempt from taxation within . each 
State... Sun oy z 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, _ j f 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed toinform this House whether he has collegted a 
judgment rendered in favor of the Post Office’ De- 
partment against Samuel B. Crockett and Francis 
P. Blair, in the Federal Courts of Kentucky, and 
reported by him to. this House. the 3d March, 1837, 
of “balances” due the Department prior.to the 1st 
of July, 1836, in the following words: “Suits or- 
dered, and judgments obtained, May, 1824, for 
$1,827 01, credited by $431 37; penalty remitted 
by Postmaster General, leaving balance as stated. 
Application for relief, refused by the ‘Department; 
December 20, 1825, ji. fa. issued, and returned 
March, 1826, no estate found; information was 
sought by the Department relative to the parties, 
November 30, 1835; referred to the District At- 
torney December 30, 1835; also wrote to him Feb- 
ruary 13, 1837;” And if be has not collected said 
judgment, what steps, if any, have been taken to 
enforce the collection of the same. 

Resolved further, That the Postmaster’ General 
be directed to inform this House whether it is the 
practice of the Department to remit the penalty in- 
curred by defaulting deputy postmasters, without 
the payment of the principal debt. And that he be 
further directed to inform this House what.amount 
of moneys has been paid by his Department tothe 
said Francis P. Blair for printing ordered’ by. sai 


Department since the rendition of the judgment”. 


and return of said writ of execution aforesaid. 


On. motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the corporation of the City of Augusta, Georgia, 
such sum of money as the said corporation ad- 
vanced and expended for the benent of-the, United 
States, in fitting outa corps of Volunteers for the 
defence of Florida, after the massacre of Major 
Dade’s command. 


On motion of Mr. HOLT, ` 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into thë expedi- 
ency of extending the law of 1830 to those who 
have became widows since that period, who were 
aclually the wivs of officers or soldiers at the time 
the services- were rendered by their husbands in the 
army of the United States during the :Revolution- 
ary war. eh ES 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, |. 08°" 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into. the -expedi- 
ency, of granting a pension to Hannah Lörd, wi- 
dow of Daniel Lord, a soldier of the Revolution. - 
On motion of Mr. PRATT, 


+ 


Resolved, That the Committee on ‘the Post Of 


fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing’ a-post route from 
Clermont, in. Columbia, to Elizayille; from thence 
to Jackson Corner, in: Dutchess county; and from 


-thence eastwardly untilitintersect at the village of 


Mountross, in. the State.of New- York; and, also, 
the expediency-of discontinuing the route from Up- 
per.. Red- Hook 1o.Jaekson: ‘Corner, in hess 
county. é os ae 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia offered the follow~ 


N 


dag: resolution, which 
tables... .; . 

Resolved, That a Committee of ——- members be 
appointed to inquire into. the expediency of: pros 
“posing an amendment to the Constitution .of the 

Jnited States, prohibiting any .State . incorpora- 

-ting banks or other incorporations from issuing and 
‘circulating notes of. the same or lower. denominar 
tion of the highest denomination of the coins of the 
United States, l 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the House to take up and 
consider the resolution submitted by hit this morn- 
ing, (Mr..Hamer’s.] 

Mr. PEFRIKIN rose and. objected. 


» under..the cule; lies on the 


Mr. HOPKINS moved a suspension of the | 


rules. 

Mr. CLARKE of New York called for the yeas 
and nays; which. were ordered, and were, yeas 116, 
nays 83. 

Not being two-thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

_ Mr. NOYES, on leave, presented certain resolu- 

tions of one branch of the Legislature of Maine 
on the subject. of the currency, and moved their 
printing. 

The SPEAKER propounding the question as if 
the resolutions had been frem both branches— 

Mr. FAIRFIELD. said, as. the. Speaker had 
named these. resolutions as emanating from. the 
Legislature of Maine, he felt it to .be his duty, 
that no erroneous impression should be made upon 
the House in regard io them, to say, that the reso- 
lutions are from one branch only of the Legislature. 
In the other branch, the Senate, the resolution de- 
nouncing the Sub-Treasury system as ‘‘anti-Repub- 
ican in its character, opposed to the best interests 
of the community, and dangerous to the. liberties 
of the people,” was modified by striking out.“Suab- 
Treasury system,” and inserting a Nutional Bank. 

Mr. SMITH and Mr. ANDERSON confirmed 
the above statement, asd made some additional 
ones, when the paper was referred, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Sundry bills frem the Senate were then taken 
up, read twice, and referred. 

‘The amendment of the Senate to the “bill for 
the relief of Winthrep Sears” was concurred in. 

. The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

Tig bill for the relief of Patrick Green of Mary- 
land. 

The bill for the relief of Jehu Follinsworth of 
Alabama. ,. 

The bill for. the relief of William James Adrons 

of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of William Walker of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of Joe) Chandler of Ala- 
bama ; 

The bill for the relief of James A. Williams of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall of 
Alabama. 

Tre bill forthe relief of the heirs of Nathan, 
Peter, and William Adams, deceased. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 16, 1838, 

The VICK PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
containing a report of the General Land Office in 
relation to lands subject to sale at private entry fur 
twenty-five years and upwards: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr, McKEAN presented a remonstrance, signed 
by certain citizens of Pennsylvania, against the 
enforcement. of the Cherokee treaty: laid on the 

table: : 

Mr. NORVELL presented a joint resolution 

-from the. Legis!amre of Michigan asking an appro- 
priailon.of $20,000 for the purpose of erecting a 
light-house,. erecting a pier, and otherwise improv- 

 ingtheharborar the mouth of Clinton river in that 
Staten oe, 

Mr. SWIFT presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Vermont, remonstrating against the an- 
-negation of Texas: laid on the table; also, 
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One fromthe same quarier praying the abolition 
of slavery in. the “District, of Columbia.” Mo- 
tion tọ receive was laid on the table. 0 50 
“Mr. LYON, presented the petition of Joseph.La- 


ronger, praying compensation for certain, buildings 


destroyed. by the enemy during. the last war ‘with - 


Great Britain, in consequence of their occupation 
by the United States troops... oye i 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from William Warden, an invalid pensioner, pray- 
ing arrearages of his pension. 

‘Also, from Leonard Stringer, in relation to the 
same: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens, owners and masters of vessels, of De- 
laware, remonstrating against the division of that 
State into two.collection districts: ordered to be 
printed. . f 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Gilbert 
Knappe, praying compensation for services as in- 
spector of customs, &¢c. referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr, FULTON presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislatnre of Arkansas, asking the passage of a law 
of Congress to authorize a sale of the sixteenth sec- 
tion of land in Chicot county, in that State: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petitions 
of Richard Poole and. Samuel Hilton, moved to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was coacurred in. 

Mr.. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, moved to be discharged.from the. further 
consideration of the petition of Bazil Brown, for 
horses sold to a certain tribe of Indians. Mr. W. 
said that the committee had no doubt of the honesty 
of the claim, so far as to the horses being actually 
delivered to the Indians; but the commissioner iu 
the case, who was authorized fo negotiate the trea- 
ty, was.expressly directed to make no admissions 
of debts. Also, to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Mr. Beck, for guns 
furnished some Indians: concurred in. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Lard 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Philip. Barbour, deceased; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. — 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committe on Private 
Lard Claims, reported a bill confirming certain 
tand claims in Louisiana; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Peoria, in 
the State of Hlinois, by way of Oceola, Thermopylæ, 
and Wapello, to Galena, and also from Oquauska, 
on the Mississippi river, by way of Monmouth, 
Knoxville, La Fayette, Oceola, Providence, and 
Windsor, to Enterprise, at the termination of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal, in said State. 

Mr. KING said he rose witha view to intro- 
duce a resolution, calling the attention of Congress 
to the time when the labors of the session ought to 
be brought toa close. He knew by experience, 
said Mr. K. that unless a day be fixed, the public 
business is often procraslinated, and ilme wasted 
in anprofitable discussion, which ought to be more 
profitably employed. More was done in one week 
afier.the period of adjournment was known, than 
in the lapse of three, where it was not. 


subject, he had. prepared a resolution fixing the pe- 


riod for the first Monday in June next, . which 


would-be the fourth of that month. Mr. K. said 
he would letit lie on the table for the present, in 
order that Senators might consult. together in rela- 
tion to. it; but.avowed his determination to call it 
up at some reasonable day, witha view to decisive - 
actien upon it: i 

Resolved by the Senate and House of. Representa- 
tives of the United Stntes, of. America-in Congress as- ` 
sembled,. That the, President: of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives do ad- 
journ their respective Houses on Monday, the 4th | 
day of June next. ni tee ett i 


The following bills were, severally read- a third; 


time and passed; 


~~ An act for the relief of Jan 


» With a | 
view, then, to call the attention of Congress to this ` 
? , : È a 


“tee, of Claims 
-of Samuel E 


An‘ act for the relief of Cut j 
An act for the relief of Aleyändert G: Morgan. 


-An act for the relief of Jonathan Elliot. 
An act forthe felief of John Wilson.” © - 
An.aet for the’ yélief of ‘Thomas: Tyner and 
| others. >° TUNE ‘ 


An act for the relief of James L. Kenner. 

An act'for the relief of H.-W. Russel. 

An act for the relief ‘of Freéman Brady. ` 

An act for the relief ‘of James Callan. 

An act for the relief of D. W. Healey. 

An act for the relief of Ann W. Johnson. 

Anact for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

A bill to refund to the Georgia Railroad and 
Banking Company certain duties paid upon rail- 
road iron. ` 

A billto refund certain duties upon railroad iron, 
paid by the New York and Harlem Railroad Com- 

any. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 

A bill for the relief cf the legal representatives of 
Patrick McGibbony. ` : 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Robert White. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis L. B. 
Goodwin, 

‘A bill for ths relief of Michael Ambrister. 

A bill for the relief of William Cogswell. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Capt. John Fulford: 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith, 
was taken up, and ‘ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, ; mo 

' “SPECIAL ORDERS. 

The bill to prevent the issuing~ and circulation 
of the bills, notes, and other’ securities, of corpora- 
tions created by acts of Congress, which have ex~ 
pired, being taken up— 

Mr. GRUNDY rose and addressed the Senate 
until 4 o’@lock; wher, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business, and 
‘soon after ` i i : 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, April 17, 1838. 

After the reading of the Journal, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, reinarked, 
that having yesterday, under a misdpprehensicn of 
the question, voted againsi the consideration of a 
resolution offered by a gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Hopxins,] he would, if in order, move a re- 
consideration of that vote. Mr, C. would embrace 
the opportunity to state, that he made this motion 
from no apprehension that the Government would 
oppose unnecessary obstacles to the resumption of 
specie payments, or that it would not, within the 
limits of its constitutional powers, aid in the resto- 
ration of a sound and healthy curreney; but for the 
sole purpose. of placing himself in a true position 
before his consituents upon a snbject of great im- 
portance tothe commercial prosperity of the country. 

The SPEAKER observed that the motion would 
be entered. : ' ; 

Mr. SIBLEY, on leave, submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: i on 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into’ the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to widow Phebe Här- 


rington, of the county.of Ontario, in the State of j 


New York. ots 

.Mr. ADAMS, from a select committee, moved 
that the use. of the Hall be ‘granted on Wednes- 
day and Thursday.mornings,from 9 till 11 o’clock, 


„to Professor Espy..to ‘deliver. two ‘lectures, but it 
being objected to, Mr, A. at. the suggestion. of the 
‘Speaker, waived the motion till the standing com- 


mittees were called through. 

fv, WHITTLESEY of Ohio from the Commit- 
, reported Senate bill, for the’ relief 
rguson, with a recommendation that 
‘it do-not-pass.. - , i 


< Mz, BOON, from. the Committee on the Pablic 
| Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 


t 


S12 


providing forthe reduction and 
price of the public lands. 

Mr. CHAPMAN; from the same committee, re- 
ported a-bill- for the benefit of the Alabama, Flori- 
da, and Georgia Railroad Company. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported Senate bill, giving effect to 
the 8th article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass; the 
consideration of which was postponed till Monday 
next. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Francis 
Fowler. ; 

Mr. YELL, on leave, laid on the table a pro- 
posed amendment he intended to offer to the bill in 
relation to the Western Frontier; which, on his mo- 
tion, was ordered to be printed. l 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval 
Aflairs, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
to remunerate the captors of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committe on.Fo 
reign Affairs, reported the bill, without amendment, 
to provide for the northeast boundary. line of the 
United States, according to the provisions of the 
treaty of peace of 1783. 

Mr. F. gave notice that he should call up the bill 
this day two weeks. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this House will proceed, on Fri- 
day next, after 12 o'clock, to consider bills reported 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and those 
which may be reported from that committee before 
that time. : 

Mr. T. stated that there were a number of bills 
reported from this committee two or three years 
ago, on which there would be ne discussion, as none 
had been acted on or reached at the second session 
of the last Congress. He therefore hoped the House 
would give at least one day to these bills. 

The motion, however, was disagreed to. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, made an unfavor- 
able report in the case of Jacob MeGinnis; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, reported a bill in addition to the 
act to promote the encouragement of the useful 
arts, 

Mr. F. also made an adverse report sgainst the 
petition of Thomas G. Coyle. 

Mr. PEARCE moved its reference io a select 
committee. e 

Mr. RENCHER opposed this reference, on the 
ground that ils proper jurisdiction was: the commit- 
tee which had reported against it. z 

Mr. PEARCE asked the chairman óf the com- 
mittee on what grounds they had reported against 


the petition. : 


graduation of the 


Mr. FLETCHER replied, that- on taking the | 
subject under consideration, the committee deemed | 
it one not coming within their proviese at all. | 


The petition was not fora patent, but for an exa- 
mination into the merits of a patent already grant- 


ed to him for a water cement, and into the pro- | 


priety of its being used by the Governrnent in the 
public works. For this reason it was returned to 
the. House. 

The motion.of Mr. PEARCE was agreed to, 
and the committee ordered to consist of five mem- 


bers. 

Mr. FLETCHER, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: ` ` 

Resolved, the Senate concurring therein, That the 
Commissioner of Patents have the privilege of tak- 
ing books from the. Library of Congress, for the 
use of his Department, under the rules and regula- 
tions that are prescribed to ‘members of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the resolution 
was referred to the. Committee on the. Library. 


Mr. ADAMS then renewed his motion to grant, 


the use of the hall to-morrow, and nextday morn- 


ings, from 9 till 11 o'clock, to Professor Espy; the: 


motion. being: made from a select-commitiee on the 
subject-of encouraging meteorological observations 
throughout the United States. $ i 
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After some remarks from Messrs. CONNOR and 
WHITTLESEY. of Ohio, in its support;, 2, 
Mr. PICKENS moved to lay it on the table: lost. 
The motion was further advocated by Mr. TIL- 
LINGHAST, when... ee te 
Mr. McKENNAN moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and ordered. Can 


Mr. PETRIKIN called for’ the yeas and nays: 


on the adoption of the motion, but they: were. re- 
fused; and the motion was agreed to—~ayes 99, noes 
not counted. ; ; 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, from the se- 
lect committee on the subject, reported a bill grant- 
ing a bounty of land to suth soldiers of the-old 
Fourth regiment of infantry as served during any 
part of the war with Great Britain. 

TREASURY BUILDING. 


Mr. LINCOLN asked the House to go into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the: bill reported -by the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, to provide for 


removing the walls of the new Treasury building. | 


He stated that there were between one and iwo 
hundred persons out of employment in consequence 
of the suspension of the work. 


Mr. RENCHER objected to setting aside the | 


regular business for particular objects. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, appealed to the 


gentieman fron North Carolina to withdraw his ob- - 


jection, to which Mr. R. assented. > 
Mr. BOON renewed the objection. ` oes 
Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 


which was agreed to without a count, and the: 


Ffouse went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
POPE in the Chair, and took up the following bill: 
A BILL providing for the removal of the walls of 


the Treasury building, and for the erection of a.l] 


fire-proof building tur the Post Office Department. 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause the unfi- 
nished walls of the Treasury building, now in the 
process of construction, to be taken down, and the 
materials to be removed and applied to ‘the con- 
struction of a fire-proof building of such dimen- 
sions and upon. such plan of arrangement as may 
be required for the use and accommodation of the 


Post Office Department, on the site of the Post Of- | 


fice bnilding recently destroyed by fire; and, for 
this purpose, that he: be authorized to appoint a 
skilful architect to prepare and submit to him the 


necessary plans for the proper constraction of such i 
building, having regard to the use of the materials | 


aforesaid, which being approved by him, shall be 
conformed to ia the erection of the structure. And 
the said architect may be continued in the superin- 
tendence of the construction of the building, or 


another employed in that service, as the President | 


may judge best. 


Sev. 2, And be it further enacted, ‘That, {or the | 
erection of the building authorized by the first sec- | 
tion Of ihis act, in addition to the materials to be | 

ued thereto, as therein mentioned, | 


removed and ap 
there be, and her 
one hundred and 
money in the Trea 
by law. s 

Mre. LINCOLN went into a detailed statement 
on the subject, and gave some explanations in re- 
ference to the report of the committee Jaicly pub- 
lished. Mr. L. addressed the committee at length 
on the whole subject. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought the House should 
do nothing more at present than’ arrest the present 
building; and not make a new or additional appro- 
priation, in the present condition of the Treasury, 
of $150,000, besides $140,000 . of unexpended 


appropriated, the sum of 


sury not otherwise appropriated 


balante. He expressed a hope that, instead of go- | 


ing into the merits and controversies of differ ent 
architects, the committee would rise, so that the 
House might progress with more important and 
pressing business. i 


Mr. THOMPSON was opposed to the rising of | 


the committee, for he was anxious that this build- 
ing should go on, so necessary and indispensable for 
the preservation of the public documents, records, 
and archives, of the Treasury Depa: tment. Mr. 
T. expressed his confidence in the architectural 
skill of Mr, Mills, ; 


r thousand dollars, out of any. 


| States inthe year 1 


site and plan. selecfed, that. mig! 
be condemned by. some, othe 


tic.. If. the precedent. involved shoul 
be adopted, there would be no end: {oit and 
they , might be. continually pulling down, and 


even destroy, all’the old buildings. No, mat- 
ter who might be the architect. of a .structure, 
he would bring a “dozen tocondemn. it... He 
preferred the present plan, going. on; and referring 
to the buildings constructed by Mr. Mills in South 
Carolina, stated that he had’ great: confidenge in 
that gentleman. Re eee a eee 

In order to test the sense of the House in regard 
to the propriety ofthis measure, andito. the, princi- 
ples embraced in the establishment of sacha pre- 
cedent, he moved. to strike out the.enacting clause 
of the bill. ad : . aes 

Mr. BOON was in favor of continuing the build- 
ing under the present architect, for he supposed the 
controversy originated mainly from another want- 
ing the job. He had no. expectation that this bill 
would pass; but if the motion, to strike out the 
enacting clause should fail, he .would move an 
amendment, the purport of which. was, that the 
building authorized by this. act should. be erected in 
the city of Cincinnati or Louisville, preparatory to 
the removal of the seat of Government west. of the 
mountains. ‘This bill presented a fair opportunity 
for such a provision, sie Mis cnt ene 

Mr. RENCHER opposed the bill on the ground 
that he preferred relying on the judgment of, an 
architect of their own, rather than on that.of one 
who was unknown to it, and. had given an opinion 
under circumstances of opposition, having been 
called in to give an opinion against the proposed 
structure and condemn it. oe. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina was in 
favor of pulling down what was done, mainly for 
the reason that he would substitute a cheaper edi- 
fice, though he was of opinion that the weight of 
evidence, as to the stability of the proposed build- 
ing, was against the Government, architect, 

Mr. YELL assented to the views of Mr. Ren- 
cur, and was not. disposed to throw away eighty 
or a hundred thousand dollars for pullin, ; 
this building, at a. time, ‘too, when: appropriations 
were wanted for the necessities of the Government, 
such as the, Florida: war, &e. Mr. Y. proceeded, 
at some length, to oppose the bill, and argued with 
much warmth in favor of economy and retrench- 
ment. á 

Mr. EVERETT supported the bill on the strength 
of the report of the committee, and the opihions of 
the architects who had condemned the building, and 
who had no prejudicial bias. i 

Mr. TALIAFERRO spoke in opposition to the 
bill, and especially to the policy of dispensing’ with 
the materials already “collected, even if the’ site 
should be disapproved of, unless it was designed to 
construct a palace instead of a suitable house of 


| business. 


Mr. MERCER briefly advocated the bill, when, 
on motion of Mr. NAYLOR, the committee rose 
and reported; and, 

On motion, 

The Honse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

Touspay, April 17, 1838: oe wer 

The CHAIR presented. a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting an abstract 
prepared by the Comptroller of the. Treasury, show- 
ing the official emoluments -of certain officers of 
the customs: laid on the.table;.and--ordered to be 
printed. E, - 7 
Mr. WHITE. presented. the: resolutions ‘of the 
General Assembly of the. State of. ‘Tennessee. in fa- 
vor of the annexation of Tegas tothe Union: 
resolutions from ‘the same, ‘asking Cong 
make. provision for the payment of. the t 
that State. called into. the service of the 
the first of w 


read, laid on the table, and ordéred:to be printed 
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and the last were referred to the Commitee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, and ordered to be-printed. 
Mr. PRESTON, in reference to-the first of these 


resolutions, gave notice that he should call up the f 


subjectconnected with them at the earliest day pos- 
sible. 


| Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition. of sun- | 


dry citizens of Ilinois, for a new post route: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

- Mr. TROTTER presented the petition of the 
legal representatives of J, B. D. De Verbois and F. 
De Vetbois, praying for the confirmation of their 
two claims to lands in Mississippi: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Arthur 
Marthers, praying for a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr.NORVELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Sa- 
rah Angel and other heirs at law of Benjamin King, 
deceased, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

- Mr. NORVELL, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of the 
heirs of David Allen, the widow of Miles Goforth, 
and the heirs of Thomas Lucas, and the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the same, 

- Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
made unfavorable reports un the petitions of John 
Elliot, Gilbert Knapp, and Joseph Orringer, and 
the committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Joint Committee on the 
Públic Buildings, laid before the Senate the report 
agreed on by the Senate and House committees, 
and which had already been presented to the 
House, accompanied by a bill for removing the 
walis of the Treasury building, and for the erec- 
tion of a fire-proof building for the Post Office De- 
partment, The bill was read and ordered toa 
second reading, and the report and documents were 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice, and referred: 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief. of William James Aarons. 

The bill for the relief of William Walker. 

The bill for the relief of Joel Chandler. 

The bill for the relief of James A. Williams. 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Green. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of 
the bills, notes, and other securities of corporations 
created by Congress, which have expired, having 
been taken up, 

Mr. GRUNDY said he had no wish to hurry 
this bill; and, if no Senator wished to address the 
Senate on it, he had no objection to its postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. KING said that this was a very important 
bill, as shown by the very able speech of the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee yesterday, in its favor. The 
Senate was not full, and he himself was not pre- 
pared to give his vote on it. He therefore wished 
the bill to be laid on the table, or pass it over till 
to-morrow, 

Mr. CLAY said if the friends of the Administra- 
tion desired to pass the bill over, he had no objec- 
tion tojt. He was really desirous of taking the 
vote on this bill, and wished to see whether a ma- 
jority of the Senate was prepared to assert the 
. power claimed by it. 

Mr. LINN said if his friend from Alabama 
wished to. address the Senate on the subject, he had 
no objection to a postponement, as he always 
heard him with pleasure. But if the gentleman 
had no'sueb purpose, he hoped the question would 
be taken at once. 

Mr. KING said he had no intention of speaking 
on this subject; but there were some provisions of 
this bill whiċh he wished to have an opportunity 
of examining into more fully. If gentlemen wished 
te. take the question now, he had no objections to 


their doing so; he only wished to say that, under 


-his present-impressions, he must vote. against the 


bill... . 
Mr. STRANGE said the acts complained 0°, a 
set forth inthe eloquent and able remarks of the 


Senator from Tennessee, were a gross and flagrant | 


abuse, but he doubted the power of Congress to 
reach the subject; and should the question be in- 


sisted on, he should be compelled_ to vote against 


the bill. - . 
Mr. KING. (in an under tone.) Exactly my 
case. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the bill would _ 


be permitted to lie over until to-morrow, in order 
that he might have time to examine a little further 
into its provisions. He did not feel himself pre- 
pared to vote at that time; in fact he had no idea, 
nor did he believe any other Senator conceived, the 
question would be taken to-day, or he might have 
been better prepared. He expressed a wish that it 
might lie over, intimating his intention to call it 
up to-morrow, if no one else would. 

Mr. WALL was averse to delaying the bill. It 
had already been on the tables for more than a 
month, which he thought ample time for investi- 
gation. Mr. W. said, so far as he was concerned, 
he had not the slightest doubt of the constitution- 
ality of the measure. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he did not know 
that he ought to ask a postponement, as it was his 


own fault that he had not examined it; but as he | 


had not done so, and did not deem the question 
would be taken, he would prefer that it- be de- 
layed. Constitutional objections had been raised 
by Senators, in whose judgment he had every 
confidence ; he was not disposed to record his vote 
until he had given the matter a full and impartial 
examination. 

Mr. NILES also thought the bill too important 
not to undergo more discussion, and said there 
might be other Senators disposed to present their 
views. It was not improbable that he might pre- 
sent his own on the subject. 

The bill was then laid on the table without a di- 
vision. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
oond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the appointment of four 
additional clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

The bill for the benefit of the Levy Court of Cal- 
vert eounty, Maryland; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Campbell; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an asssociation called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company. 

(Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate on the 
subject of this bill. He had always been opposed 
to it as originally reported; but as it was now 
amended, he was in favor of it.] 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the yeas and 
nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators pre- 
sent, they were accordingly ordered, and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
King, Linn, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, 
Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Swift, Wall, Williams, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Strange, Tipton, White, and Wright 
—14. i 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of Pa- 
tents to issue a patent to Angier March Perkins 
and John Howard Kyan. : 

The bill for the relief of the children and heirs 
of William Fisher, deceased; and 

The bill for the relief of Melancthon T. Wool- 
sey. . 
The bill increasing the salaries of several of the 
district judges of the United States, was discussed 
by Messrs. SWIFT, WALL, RIVES, and PREN- 
TISS, ona motion of Mr. SWIFT to amend the 
bill by increasing the salary of the judge for the 


tion, s 


district of Vermont; but before taking any-ques- 


The Senate went into theconsideration of Execu- 
tive business; after which 
It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- WEDNESDAY, April 18, 1838. T 

Mr. PECK asked leave to present a petition on 
the subject of the late duel, but it was object to. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave to offer the resolu- 
tion presented by him some days since, calling up- 
on the President of the United. States for the rea- 
sons why he had not before responded to a call for 
certain information on the Exploring Expeditjon. 

Mr. INGHAM assured the House that the in 
formation called for would be sent in to-day or to- 
morrow. 

Several objections being made— 

Mr. NAYLOR moved a suspension of the rule, 
but the House refused without a division. ` 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill relating to the tenure of of- 
fice of subordinate officers of the customs. 

Mr. C. moved that the bill be put on its passage, 
and made some explanations of the necessity of 
the measure; and after some remarks from Messrs. 
FILMORE, SMITH, HAYNES, ADAMS, and 
TOLAND, . 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to postpone its further 
consideration till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
to provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board vessels impelled in whole or in 
part by steam. : 

Mr. STANLEY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
D. Townes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. from the Committee 

on Revolutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Wm. Neves: ordered to lie 
on the table. 
- Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported against the petition 
of the heirs and legal representatives of John Grim- 
ball, on the ground that the relief prayed for can 
be obtained under an existing law of Congress. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked leave to 
offer the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were read: 

Whereas, it was some years since declared to 
the people of the United States, by the illustrious 
Andrew Jackson, that reform and retrenchment in 
their Government and its expenditures were neces- 
sary: and whereas, the declaration of the late Pre- 
sident, in relation to. the promised reform and re- 
trenchment of the expenditures of the Government, 
was not carried out by his friends in Congress: 
and whereas, instead of lessening the expenditures 
of the Government, they have been largely and 
enormously increased: and whereas, it is highly 
important to the people of the United States that 
their Government should be usefully administered 
upon as cheap a scale or price as is consistent with 
the publie good: 

Therefore, Resolved, That a select committee of 
nine members be appointed to take into considera- 
tion, and report to this House, what salaries of the 
officers of this Government may be reduced, what 
officers may be dispensed with, and what items of 
expenditures in the various officers or departments 
of this Government can be entirely or in part dis- 
pensed with; and, for the purpose of enabling the 
committee to make a correct report whether or not 
the expenses of the different Executive. Depart- 
ments of this Government have increased within 
the last ten years, and what salaries may be re- 
duced, what officers may be dispensed with, and 
what items of expenditure may be lessened: 

Therefore, resolved, That the Secretaries of State, 
Treasury, War, Navy, and the Postmaster Gene- 
ral be, and they are respectively, required to report 


‘and communicate to this House, as soon as ‘practi- 


cable, what were the expenses of their respective 
Departments, including every item of expenditure, 
in the year.commencing on the 4th day of March, 
1828, and ending on the 3d day of March, 1829, - 


“and so on for each snecessive year, up to the 4th 
‘day.of:March, 1838, placing each item of expendi- 


türe- under its proper head. 
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Mr. W. moved a ‘suspension: of. the.. rule; and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY requested the gentleman fo with- 
draw the preamble, and then he would :yote for the 
resolutions. a : ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied that he could, on no 
account, consent to-do that. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to know if. the 
House was again disposed to set aside all the pub- 
lie business of the nation, as it did yesterday, to 
consider this proposition. 

Mr. McK AY inquired of the Cuatr.if the ques- 
tion could not be taken on the preamble and reso- 
lutions separately? 

The CHAIR replied that the question was not 
divisible, for a proposition could not be divided till 
it was before the House. 

Mr. McICAY reiterated that he would willingly 
vote to suspend ‘for the resolutions, but not for the 
preamble. i : ene a 

Mr. TILLINGHAST solicited the gentleman to 
withdraw one single word of the preamble. 

; Mr. WILLIAMS. Not. one word nor one 
etter. : 

The House. refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
92, nays 87. 

DIVOROE OF TIE PU BLIO PRESS AND THE GOVERN- 


The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the resolution submitted some Lime since by Mr. 
HOPKINS of Virginia, to divorce the public press 
from the patronage of the Government. 

Mr. DROOMGOLE moved to add the following 
to the resolution. 

And that the said committee be also instructed 
to inquire whether the individual elected printer by 
this House, at the Extra session, does now execute, 
and has, in fact, since his election, executed the 
public printing at his own establishment, with the 
press, types, and hands employed in his own office, 
and subject to his inmediate orders, directions, and 
control; or whether the public printing has not, 
since the period of said election, been executed, 
and whether it is not now executed, at the office of 
the political journal other than that of the printer 
to this House, and under the directions and regula- 
tions of other editors; and if so, to inquire upon 
what authority, and upon what terms, conditions, 
and stipulations, the public printing has been. trans- 
ferred to individuals other than the one appointed 
and required by this House to perform the same. 
And that the said committee inquire further, whe- 
ther, prior to the final ballot, and before the close 
of said election of printer, there was not some bar- 
gain, agreement, or understanding, express or im- 

_ plied, inchoate or complete, that in the event of the 
election of the individual new holding the appoint- 
ment, the public printing should be executed at the 
office of another political journal, whose editors 
were, at the same time, also candidates for the ap- 

eintment; and that the committee report to this 
House, specially, the nature and the terms of any 
such bargain, agreement, or understanding. 

And that the committee be also instructed to as- 
certain and state, under separate and specific heads, 

- the various expenditures growing out-of the action 

of the special committee of this House, appoinied 
on the 3d day of January, 1837; and in like man- 
ner the various expenditures growing out of the 

. action ef the select committee of this House, ap- 

pomted on the 17th day. of January, 1837; and 

: also the various expenditures growing out of the 

.. action of the Committee on the Judiciary on the 

: memorial of Richard S. Coxe and William L. 
Brent, presented to this. House on the 30th day of 
January, 1837; and aiso the expenditure incurred 
under the orders of this House of the 15th and 
18th September last, in relation to the printing of 
the rules and orders of the House, with Jefferson’s 
Manual of Practice. i 

"Mr. WISE said he should vote for this amend- 
went, for the reason that the bare presentation of 
it showed the necessity of Mr. Hopxin’s resolution 
-being adopted... He suggested another point of in- 

. quiry to Mr. DromgooLs, viz: how much public 

` patronage had been distributed during the last two 

years, and how much of that, publie patronage had 
gone into the poekets of the editors of the. official 
organ. PLS 
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Objection: being-made from several quarters, o 


In reference to the alleged bargain between the 
Madisenian and Intelligencer offices, Mr. W. dis- 
avewed any privity, though he had no doubt the 
parties on the other side (the Globe) wonld have 
made.a similar bargain, if sueh existed, if they ` 
could have done so. : ; i 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION, . 
A message in writing was received from the Pre- 


-sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 


vate Secretary, A. Van Buren, esq. transmitting a 
large mass of documents and correspondence in re- 
lation to the delay in the sailing of the Exploring 
Expedition. ` 

Mr. INGHAM moved to refer them tothe Com- 
mmittee on Naval Affairs. He would not move 
their printing at present, for the documents were 
very volumnious, and the committee would report: 
at an early day what ought to be printed. 

Mr. NAYLOR moved the printing of the whole. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio understood that a vast 
amount of the correspondence had been already 
printed. 

Mr. INGHAM confirmed that statement, and 
added that a great number of the other documents 
had also been printed. 

Mr. MALLORY assented to Mr. Inauam’s 
motion. 

Mr. NAYLOR modified his motion, by excepting 
what had been already printed, 

Mr. WISE was at a loss to see the necessity of 
referring the subject to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, for the time had gone by when the infor- 
mation would be of service. It: was locking the 
stable door after the horse was stolen. 

The motion of Mr. NAYLOR to print was re- 
jected, 

Mr. WISE then moved to instruct the committee 
to inquire into;.and report the causes, of the failure 
of the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. INGHAM accepted this amendment; and, 
so modified, his motion to commit was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting certain custom-house returns. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General containing statements of the postages re- 
ceived on paid and unpaid letters sent by express 
mail, from and to the cities of New York, Phila- 
delphia, New Orleans, and Mobile. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of La. laid on 
the table. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The business then in ord«r was “the bill making 
appropriations for the continuation of the Cumber- 
Jand road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois.” 

The question was on concurring with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the amendment making an 
appropriation for guard fences east of the Ohio, 
and the improvement of the Laurel Hill descent, 
and that pending was the motion of Mr. Unper- 
woop to recommit the bill to the Committee of 
Ways and Meaas, with instructions to reportin 
lieu thereof a bill to cede said road to the States 
respectively, through which it passes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed a wish to post- 
pone the bill, on the ground of getting a response to- 
a call for certain information respecting it. i 

Mr. MASON of Ohio warmly opposed the sug- 
gestion as an indirect mode of killing the bill. 
There could be nothing wanting in the way of in- 
formation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wanted some information 
as io the cost per mile up to this time. f 

Mr. MASON informed the gentleman that he 
would find that information in a document printed 
at the first session of the last Congress. 

Mr. BOON also insisted that the motion to post- 
pone the bill for farther information was only an- 
other mode of killing the bill, and with a view to 
test the sense of the House, he demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

On taking the second, by tellers, there was a tie, 
ayes 64, noes 64; but-the Srzaker voting in the af- 
firmative, it prevailed—ayes 65, noes 64, and the 
main question was.ordered, without a division. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
nays thereon; which were ordered. 


Mr. WISE moved a call of the house. ~ 
Mr. BRIGGS remarked that the motion was not 
in order at that stage, and the CHAIR ‘so ruled. © 


‘The question was then taken: but,” ` 

Before the vote was announced; ie 

Mr. ELMORE appeared in ‘his place; and asked 
leave to record his vote, stating that he was in at- 
tendance on-a- select’ committed, “by leave of the 
House, when the vote was taken, © °° 

Objection being nade," = : 

Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rule; whic! 
was agreed to-—113 to 43.” a 

Mr. ELMORE'S name was ihen called; and that 
gentleman. having responded; 

Mr. BELL rose and inquired if the gentleman’s 
vote varied the vote of the House? 

The CHAIR could not answer the question, as 


_ the vote had not been cast up. 


Mr. BELL protested against this practice-of al- 
lowing gentlemen to vote by a mere suspension of 
the rules, instead of by unanimous consent—a 
practice which had grown up within the last two or 
three years, and was not known previously in the 
ten years of which he had been a member. He 
raised the point as one of order. 

The CHAIR decided the practice to be in order. 

Mr. BELL took an appeal, and the House af- 
firmed the decision of the Cuarr—ayes 97, noes 56. 

Mr. MERCER then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by. which the House had suspended the 
rule to allow Mr. Etmore to’ vote ; but the motion 
was rejected—-ayes 74, noes 89. « a 

‘Phe vole on the engrossment of the bill was then 
announced as follows—yeas 96, nays 99. 

So the bill was rejected. i 

Mr. EVERETT then moved a reconsideration 
of the last vote, i 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if a motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table would be in 
order? 

The CHAIR replied that it would, but not pend- 
ing the motion for a call of the House. 

The call was then ordered, and proceeded in for 
some time; and 203 members having answered to 
their names, . ia ‘ 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call be dispensed with; which was 
agreed to—ayes 96, noes TI ` Biden 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. i 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 85, nays 132, 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided 
in the negative, and the question recurring upon 
reconsidering the vote by which the bill was re- 
jected— ; 

Mr. RENCHER asked for the yeas.and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 110, nays 87. 

So the House determined to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. McKENNAN then moved the previous 
question on the engrossment of the bill, but the 
House refused to second it—yeas 70, nays 79. 


Mr. HAYNES said, that although he did not 
claim his right to address the House when this bill 


| was taken up this morning, he could not, in justice 


to himself, forego the present opportunity to ex- 


pres: his opposition to it. 


We had heard, over and over again, since. the 
commencement of the present session of Congress, 


| of the bankrupt condition of the Treasury, and 
those of us who are supporters of the present Ad- 


ministration had been’ reminded as often of the 
neeessity of sustaining the Government by a resort 
to its credit in the issue of Treasnry notes. We 
had heard repeatedly of the extravagance-and pro~ 
fusion of the late and present Administrations, of 
the pledge of their supporters: to..bring back the 
Government to an economical expenditure; ‘and on 
no occasion, since the-commeéncement of the pre- 


| sent session, has so fair‘an opportunity been offered 


of acting out the professions.of both sides of the 
House than is furnished “by. the bill under-eonside- 
ration, For his part he should place litde reliance 
upon professions of retrenchment ‘and écononty, let 
them come from what quarter: they may,'so long as 
gentlemen continue to~ vote for appropriations 


| which the public exigencies:may notrequive; “We 


have heard much’ declamation against: profasicn 


ar ON 


and extravagance in the gross, dur ‘anfortunately, 
when brought to the details.of appropriation and | 
expenditure, every item is earnestly and energeti- 


eall supported. : 

In looking to the expenditures of the Government 
for the last few years, and the present straitened 
condition of the Treasury, gentlernen seemed to 
have overlooked ‘some of the earliest and most 
efficient causes which have brought. us to our 
present embarrassments. The original fault was 
here. That fault was the creation of a redundant 
revenue—a redundancy arising from the policy of 
piling one increase of duty upon another by your 
tariff acts from 1816 to 1828. It is thus, sir, that 
a redundant revenue had its origin, and the con- 
sequence has been a correspondingly increased 
expenditure. It may be stated as a general prin- 
ciple, both in public and private affairs, that re- 
venue and expenditure will be proportioned to 
each other. And although the public revenue 
should never be greater than may be sufficient to 
meet the necessary expenditures of- the Govern- 
ment; if, either by folly or any other means, a 
greater revenue should be created, that revenue 
ought to be expended, if proper and legal objects 
can be found upon which to make such expendi- 
ture. This Government has no legitimate power 
to raise revenue for the purpose of hoarding it or 
wasting it upon any system of corruption or 
favoritism whatever. How or wherefore, it is 
unnecessary to the present inquiry, we must bor- 
row money in some mode or other to meet the 
public expenditure. What, then, should guide us 
in the appropriations to be made while this condi- 
tion of things shall continue to exist? The dictate 
of a wise and considerate economy would require 
that we confine ourselves to such appropriations as 
are indispensable to the public service, and go no 
further. Surely the continuation of the Cumber- 
land road is not embraced in the class of objects 
to which he had adverted. But he should fail in 
the discharge of his duty to himself and the coun- 
try, if he did not reply to the often reiterated re- 
marks heard in this House about the bankrupt 
condition ef the Treasury. He had already spoken 
of the unnecessary accumulation of the public 
revenue as the leading cause which has brought 
the Treasury to its present condition. But what 
has become of this accumulation of revenne? 

By the act of June, 1836, there had been depo- 
sited with the States about twenty-eight millions of 
dollars of public money. At the extra session in 
September last, indulgence was given to the depo- 
site banks and importing merchants for tea or 
twelve millions more. But this was not all. When 
the Bank of the United States, the great regulator, 
ceased to have a legal existence in 1836, it was 
unable to refund the six or seven millions of stock 
owned in it by the Government. - Thus has an ag- 
gregate amount of public money been placed 
beyond our reach but little short of fifty millions of 
dollars; and now, forsooth, because it has become 
necessary to borrow money, or employ the credit of 
the Government by the issue of ten millions of 
Treasury notes, we are met with the cry of “A 
bankrupt Treasury!” But in addition’ to this ag- 
gregate of more than forty millions of dollars depo- 
sited with the States, or the payment of which has 
been postponed by- indulgence to the deposite 
banks, the Bank of the United States, and the im- 
porters of foreign goods, we must not forget our 
obligation under an act passed at the late extra 
session of Congress, to deposite nine millions of 
dollars more with the States on the first day of 
January next. 

Sir, the amount still due from the late deposite 
banks, and the Bank of the United States, exceeds 
the whole amount of Treasury notes, issued by au- 
thority. of the act of October last. In the distribu- 
tion-of public money by the deposite act of June 
1836, about three millions three hundred thousand 
dollars have been received by the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, the States interested in the 
passage. of the bill under consideration. But this 
is not all’ the public money in possession of those 
States and the deposite banks situated within them. 
The deposite banks in Ohio, Indiana, and Iinols, 


yet retain, under the act of October last, granting | 


indulgence to the public. depositories, more than 


e 
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eight. hundred thousand dollars of the public mo- 
ney, making in all a total of more than four’ mil- 
lions of dollars. Under this state of things, bor- 
rowing money to defray the necessary expenses of 
the Government, more than four millions of the 
public money in possession of the States, and de- 
posite banks, of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, is there 


: any one who has pledged himself to an economical 


expenditure, who can permil himself to vote for 
this bill? 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
C. H. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, and GRAVES 
of Kentucky, in opposition to the bill, and by Mr. 
SOUTHGATE in its support. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then renewed his motion 
to recomnmit the bill to’ the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill sur- 
rendering the road to the respective States through 
which it passed; and, having spoke a short time in 
support of his motion, and in opposition to the bill, 

On his motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnesnpay, April 18, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Jacob 
H. Holt, asking compensation for services per- 
formed as a clerk to the quartermaster at the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented the memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce, of the city of New 
York, on the subject of the establishment by Con- 
gress of the warehousing system: referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the remonstrance of 
the Rev. Francis V. Badin against the confirmation 
of a certain land claim: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of G. 
Thompson, which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of upwards 
of a hundred citizens of Pickaway county, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the interposition by Congress 
in the question of the abolition of slavery, either as 
itregards the States or the District of Columbia ; 
and praying Congress to give no heed to the resolu- 
tions sent here from certain citizens of Ohio, asking 
the rescinding of the resolutions of the Senator 
from South Carolina, which they declare express 
their understanding of the structure cf this Govern- 
ment. The memorialists further allege that, the 
petitions which have been forwarded here from 
Ohio, for the abolition of slavery, have been signed 
by men, women, and children. The memorial 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Dr. Silvanus 
Fansher, of the State of Connecticut, asking for 

he establishment, by the General Government, of 

a permanent vaccine institution for the army, 
navy, and Indian Affairs: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of 2,591 
women of Massachusetts, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia: the motion 
to receive it was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate copies of any 
reports which he may have received from the 
Auditor of Pennsylvania made by the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States since the Ist day 
of January last. 

The following bills were 
third time and passed : 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of the 
Patent Office to issue a patent to Angier March 
Perkins and John Howard Kyan; 

The bill granting a pension to David Gilmore; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Campbell; . 

The bill authorizing the appointment of four 
additional clerks in the office of the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs; — : 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L.. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an association called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company; ` 


severally read the 
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The bill authorizing payment to be made to the 
Missouri volunteers, whose horses were lost or 
cast away at sea on the voyage from Tampa Bay 
to New Orleans; i E 

The bill for the relief -of the children and heirs 
of William Fisher, deceased; ; 

The bill for the relief of Melancthon T, Wool- 


sey; a 

Fhe bill for the benefit of the Levy Court of Cal- 
vert county, in the State of Maryland; ad 

The bil! for the relief of Thomas Cushing. __ 

The resolution submitted by Mr. KING, provid- 
ing for the adjournment of Congress on the 4th of 
June next, was taken up, and, after some conversa- 
tion, in which Messrs. KING, HUBBARD, 
GRUNDY, CALHOUN, PRESTON, and NOR- 
VELL, ordered to a third reading—a motion to lay 
it on the table, made by Mr. NORVELL, having 
failed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to limit the term of office 
of certain officers therein named; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to provide for the security amd pretee- 
tion of the emigrant and other Indians west of the 
States of Missouri and Arkansas, was taken up as 
in Committee of the Whole; when f 

Mr. TIPTON addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of the provisions of the bill. He took a phi- 
losophical and very humane view of the condition 
of the Aborigines—the causes of their decline, ‘as 
civilization approached, and the deep necessity 
there was for the Gove“nment to interfere for their 
protection, and the amelioration of their condition. 
He maintained that the red sons of the forest were 
susceptible of the highest state of cultivation. ‘It 
was only necessary to give them a Government 
and laws suited to the condition of their respective 
tribes, to advance them in the mechanic arts, and 
give them a knowledge of agriculture, to insure all 
the best wishes of the Government towards this un- 
fortunate race. Mr. T. concluded by moving to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill until 
Tuesday next. [The speech will be given as soon 
as prepared from the Reportet’s notes.] a 

Mr. WHITE spoke of the necessity there was 
for the passage of the bill, and expressed his very 
ardent desire that when it again came'up, the dis 
cussion would be continued until the subject was 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. LUMPKIN expressed a wish that the whele 
Senate would turn its attention to this matter. Me 
felt convinced that, when Senators came to Jook 
into this bill, it would not only meet%their views, 
but also those of every considerate gentleman in 
the country. Mr. L.jhad the most entire confidence 
that this Governmert had the power (as he knew 
it had the desire) to extend to the remnant of this 
once mighty and chivalric race all the lasting bene- 
fits of agricultural improvement and civilizatien: 
nay, he even looked forward to the day when they 
might become part and parcel of ourselves, ad- 
vancing with the same rapid strides in the pursuit 
of knowledge, wealth, civil liberty, and all the other 
requisites for human happiness and human comfort. 

The bill was accordingly postponed, and made 
the order of the day for Tuesday next. f 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky said there was a bill 
laid on the table yesterday which some of its friends 
would like to call up. He alluded to the bill whieh 
had been partially discussed, in relation to pre- 
venting the issuing and circulation of thé’ bills, 
notes, and other securities of corporations created 
by acts of Congress which have expired. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought the bill might be 
brought up sooner, probably, than the Senator from 
Kentucky anticipated. It was one of great im- 
portance, and he wanted time to prepare and con- 
sider the subject properly.. When it was brought 
up, he would like to hear the Senator from Ker- ~ 
tucky, or any other Senator, justify the reissuing of 
the notes of the old Bank of the United States. after 
its charter had expired. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, with regard to any 
justification to.be'enteréd into by him, the Sena 
would not be gratifed. All he (Mr. C.) desired io 
see was, what Senators in that body were prepared 
to assert the power to justify the features of that 
bill. 5 
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The bill to-establish a board of commissioners to 
examine claims against the United States was taken 
up; and after some remarks, in which jt was sup- 
perted by Messrs. GRUNDY, PRENTISS, HUB 
BARD, and BUCHANAN, and“ opposed” by 
Messrs. PRESTON, STRANGE, and CALHOUN, 
the bill underwent several amendments; after 
which, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

It was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
The Senate adjourned. ` 


_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, April 19, 1838, 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
` mittee of Claims, reported, with an amendment, 
Senate bill for the relief of Peter Bargy. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Jesse E. 

ow. 

Mr. FRY, from the Cammittec on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Mary 
Uptegroff, of Butler county, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Trueman 

ellog, 

Mr. THOMAS then asked the House to take up 
the motion to reconsider the vote granting leave of 
absence to Mr. Smirnu of Maine, from and after the 
first of May next, but subsequently waived the 
motion on the ground of Mr. S’s absence from his 


seat. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
Mr. Horxins’s resolution to appoint a select com- 
mittee to inquire into the exped:ency of separating 
the public press from Government patronage. 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE to extend the inquiry, [as printed in 
last night’s Globe.] 

_Mr. WISE continued his remarks. He said, in 
reading the papers this morning, he observed in the 
amendment of his colleague, what had escaped him 
on hearing it read, viz: a proposed inquiry into the 
expenses of the investigating committees of the last 
Congress. To this Mr. W. had no objection; but 
he could inform his colleague that there was no ne- 
cessity to raise a special investigation for that pur- 
pose, since the majority of one of those committees 
at least had been very diligent in ascertaining the 
amount. Whatever it had cost had not been thrown 
away; for the partial developments these commit- 
tees had been able to make were worth far more 
than they cost. But Mr. W. still held the Admi- 
nistration responsible even for those expenses, 
because ifs conduct rendered the investigations ne- 
cessary. He hoped the gentleman would extend 
his inquiry to the Executive departments of the 
Government; for even with the limited means in 
their power, the last two investigating committees 
had effected more good than the late Administra- 
tion for the whole eight years of its existence. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said when he submitted his 
amendment he had intended to have accompanied 
it with some explanations, which, if his colleague 
had not succeeded in getting the floor first, would 


have rendered much that he had said unnecessary. . 


Mr. WISE would apologise to his colleague, for 
he was really not aware that Mr. D. desired the 
floor. ics 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that no apelogy was 
necessary, for he did not complain of it. On the 
contrary, he returned his thanks to his colleague 
for the prompt support he proposed giving the 
amendment. 

The resolution originally submitted by another 
colleague, [Mr. Hopxins,] referred to abuses that 
had been practised in that House, and the increase 
of expenditures in reference to the public printing, 
and the particular subject to which Mr. D. propos- 
ed to extend the inquiry of the committee, seemed 
to him to be appropriately and directly connected 
with the subject his colleague proposed to investi- 
gate.. Let the inquiry be a faithful and compre- 

_ hensive one into all these matters, and he was wil- 
ling that it should be made, and that it should be 
ascertained whether the manner in which the pa- 
tronage of that House. had been bestowed, in 
yeference to the appointment of public printer, was 


4. sinecure, which should be remedied? 
l turn out 
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such as to rerider it necessary that they should, in 
future, disconnect the office of printer to the House 
from any one having a connection with a public 
journal. : 


It had occurred to Mr. D. as probable that the- 


mover of this resolution, as he had not heretofore 
advocated this disconnection, had been led to the 
conclusion of the necessity of it in this instance 


from some cireumsténces occurring at the last elec- 


tion of printer, and therefore Mr. D. deemed it 
very proper to embrace an inquiry into that matter, 
particularly when, immediate'y after that election, 
it was announced in another journal (the National 
Intelligencer) that the,printing would not be exe- 
cuted by the individ®ðf efected as printer to the 
House, but by themselves. In addition to this, 
there were prevailing rumors up to this time that 
the printing was not performed by the nominal 
printer, but by others. This alone would render 
his amendment very proper on an inquiry of this 
character. 

Before he went into an explanation of the rea- 
sons that had especially induced him to ask for this 
information, Mr. D. begged leaye.to advert to one 
or two remarks made by his colleague [Mr. Wise) 
yesterday. The gentleman had made some allu- 
sions to the spirit of the amendment, and to the 
spirit in which it was offered. Why the bare fact 
that his colleague gave it his prompt support, ought 
to be at once an irresistible evidence that it con- 
tained nothing improper either in its spirit, ten- 
dency, or purpose. Had Mr. D. conceived it open 
to a contrary interpretation, he would not have of- 
fered it, for he endeavored, at all times, to observe 
decorum and propriety, and never to be guilty of 
a violation of the rales of the House. His col- 
league’s own advocacy of the amendment, how- 
ever, admitted his own opinion of its propriety, 

But to what useful purpose could they apply 
this amendment? It was proposed to inquire whether 
the individual elected by the House to perform 
certain duties by himself, does perform them or 
not. If he does not, and still receives the emolu- 
ments of the office, is it not clear that he holds a 
If it should 
that this individual has received 
a sum in gross for the office, does not the 
question naturally arise whether it is not a 
sale of office? If the fact shall appear that 
he receives asum in gross instead of the clear 
profits of the office, and that those who perform the 
work receive the balance of the profits after paying 
him this sum, and which reimburses them, is it not 
clear that the rates of printing, as at present fixed, 
are too high, and ought to he reduced? Hence, 
then, it seemed to him that the information called 
for was necessary, in every point of view. Whether 
it shall turn outthat there was any bargain oragree- 
ment between these persons or not, he could not 
positively know. Ele only knew what rumor said. 
If the existence af such a bargain should be dis- 
closed, he did not know whether it would be con- 
sidered improper or not. It ought, however, to be 
known, with all the circumstances connected with 
it, and then the House would be enabled to judge 
if there was any thing improper in it, or if it called 
for any legislation to guard against a similar occur- 
rence in future, 

The subject presented itself in another point of 
view. If an individual came there to seek office, 
ata time when he was notoriously and avowedly un- 
prepared to fulfil its duties,did it not present the ques- 
tion whether he had not perpetrated an imposition 
upon the House? In allthese points of view, there- 
fore, Mr. D. insisted the inquiry embraced in his 
amendment was a very proper one. It was simply 
whether an officer of that House had performed his 
duty. Indeed, he understood there was no objec- 
tion to it, except by the nominal printer himself, 
which was very natural. 

Now in reference to other topics embraced in 
the amendment, what was proposed? It was pro- 
posed to ascertain the expenses incurred in conse- 
quence of the appointment of investigating com- 
mittees, not for the purpose of casting any ‘reflec- 
tion whatever upon them, but how these particular 
items of expenditure have increased, Mr. D. as- 
cribed, though others differed with him, to the im- 


proper and erronéous proceeding on the part of the 


House, and; oféoursey:he embraced. all of every 
party in it who sanctioned the clothing those, com~ 
mittees with too. much power. -It-was known that ' 
Mr. D. had opposed ‘the:.clothing these. committees 
with the power conferred upon them -òf sending 


. for every individual throughout the. community 


at their own’ will ‘In. doing -so,~ he. held 
that they placed: an improper’: construction, 
though he believed they were sustained in. doing so 
by a majority of the- House, upon-their power to 
send for: persons and papers, which. they construe 
into the power to send subpcenas ‘for. witnesses. 
Now he maintained: not only that.the committees 
had no such power, but that. the House’ had not 
itself the right to confer any such power on them. 
Subpeenas could enly: be. issued by the House. on 
ascertaining the names of the witnesses, which 
might be furnished by. tbe committee. This, he 
believed, was the long established and invariable 
usage of the British House of Commons. ` 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said, that, as he 
was a member of the first investigating committee 
referred to in the amendment proposed by his ho- 
norable colleague and its chairman, it was proper 
that he should state, that, when he was first applied 
to, lo issue a subpoena” for a witness, he declined, 
and sent the subposna to the Speaker, who also đe- 
clined, saying it was the duty of the chairman. In 
this opinion, upon an interview wih that officer, 
Mr. G. acquiesced, and issued all the: subpoenas 
which went out during the investigation. 

„Mr. DROMGOOLE said-he blamed no one, but 
spoke of it asa practice that had grown up and. 
ought to, be corrected; and with a view of correct- 
ing which, he desired the information he had moved 
for in his amendment.. He understood. that these 
investigating committees had not only exercised the 
power of sending for witnesses, if they,pleased, in 
any part of the country, without their being named 
to the House, or the materiality of their testimony 
appearing, but they had gone still further, and 
issued commissions to take depositions when and 
where they pleased. Now he maintained that it was 
the grant of this latitudinous power, and the exercise 
of it, which had produced a very great accumulation 
of expense, which would not have occurred, if the 
House had taken what. he held to be the proper 
course, while at the same time it would be giving 
more security to the peace and comfort of the citizens 
at large, and greater security to. individual liberty. 
It was in the hope then, by showing how the ex- 
penses of the House had accumulated, and . the 
amount of those expenses, that the House should 
become convinced of the-erroy of this novel, and 
what he held to be. objectionable practice, That 
was his object in wanting this branch of the infor- 
mation. The same remark would also apply, with 
equal force, to the information called for in rẹ- 
ference to investigations by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

There was another item of some importance, He 
alluded to the expense for printing a large edition 
of the rules and orders of the House, together. with 
Jefferson’s Manual; how many copies he did not 
recollect; one or twa thousand, he believed. Now 
it would appear, from investigation, that this would 
turn out to be a large sum; and the House ought to 
guard against it for the future. The idea which at 
present suggested itself to his mind was, that the 
copies should be preserved for the future use of the 
members, as the property of. the House. They 
might be deposited in the library of the House of 
Representatives, and members allowed to take them 
out, and return them at the end of each-session. 
This would save the expense of another: edition of 
this work, a 

` It would be seen, then, continued-Mr.-D. that all 
the information he called for .wwas-with. a.view to 
some practical and beneficial result, and with no 
view to criminate any. one, forthe whole had 
grown out of the erroneous: practices of the House 
itself, which had led to extravagance and abuses. 

Mr. MERCER reminded. his colleague that. in 
reference to the publication of Jefferson’s Manual, 
that work had been made apart of the rules of ‘the 
House where itdi not conflict. with them:. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was fully aware of it. He 
believed. his-colleague. was chairman of the com- 
mitee which reported the- revised rules, and the ors 


der adopting Jefferson’s Manual asa part of them ; 
atid it was upon the gentleman’s motion, also, that 
the printing of the large edition of that work tool 
place. It was, however, with no view of attach- 
ing blame to any one that he sought for informa- 
tion on this point. It was to prevent the recur- 
rence of so large an expenditure in future. “The 
matter had presented itself to his mind, and he 
thought it not an improper subject for the attention 
of the proposed select committee, but within the 
range of the original resolution. ` 

In what he had proposed, Mr. D. said he had no 
design of precluding the mover of the resolution 
from going into the most full and ample investiga- 
tion into all other subjects he chose. His colleague 
{Mr. Horxins] proposed, Mr. D. believed, to pro- 
vide by law for preveuting the employment of any 
conductor of a political journal to execute the pab- 
lic printing. Whether he should ultimately concur 
with his colleague in that object, he could not then 
say. Heshould hear the reasons for it, and be 
governed accordingly. It must take strong rea- 
sons, however, to induce him to vote for any law 
proscribing any individual, or class of individuals, 
from carrying on their work. If it was wrong to 
elect the conductor of a political journal to do the 
public printing, the House could apply the correc- 
tive at the time of the election. They might refuse 
to vote for him on that ground, but he was not dis- 
posed to pass a proscriptive law. 

Mr. D. said he did not blame the zeal of his col- 
league, (Mr. Horxtns,] who moved the original re- 
solution, for desiring to withhold all the Govern- 
ment patronage from political journals, but it would 
be recollected that a short time before a colleague 
of theirs [Mr. Parron] vacated his seat, he had pro- 
posed, under the direction of the Library Commit- 
tee, that there should be a very large subscription 
to a political journal, (Niles’s Register,) which would 
amount, according to the best calculations, to up- 
wards of $12,000 per annum. Mr. D. was oppos- 
ed to the adoption of that resolution, and voted to 
Jay it on the table, and it was bat a reasonable 
conclusion that all who voted as he did were also 
opposed to that proposition, and that all who voted 
against the motion to lay it on the table were in 
itsfavor, If Mr. D. was not mistaken, his col- 
league [Mr. Horsrns] voted against laying it on 
the table. Now this was a proposition that was a 
direct proffer of Government patronage to a politi- 
cal journal, and, moreover, looked pretty much 
like a squinting of censorship over that political 
journal, for the Clerk of the House was directed 
by it to supervise the work, make indices, &e. Mr. 
D. did not mention this circumstance, with a view 
to show that there was any inconsistency on the 
part of his colleague, but to show that those who 
claimed of the baneful influence of Government 

atronage over the press sometimes gave votes 

which looked very much like it. He knew it to be 
very common for gentlemen to talk about the cor- 
ruption of the press by the patronage of the Go- 
vernment, and he knew it to be, also, very commom 
to talk abont the venality of editors, and of a sub- 
sidised press. Now all this may be very true, but 
if it was, it was equally applicable to all political 
parties. How far the election of printer for that 
House may have that influence he could not tell, 
and whether it produced that effect or not he would 
not undertake to say, but the rumors and charges 
of this corrupting influence were constantly reite- 
rated. Bat was it confined to one party alone? 
Why he had seen a charge going the rounds of the 
public press that an effort was making to buy a 
public press, to be published in this city, and a cir- 
cular was said to have been distributed over the 
signatures of some members of the House, solicit- 
ing contributions and support for it. This was one 
of the charges in currency, but he professed to 
know nothing either of its truth, or propriety, if true. 
Such chaiges, however, would always be reiterated 
‘by every political party against each other. 

He would briefly advert to one remark made by 
his colleague [Mr. Wise] yesterday, in reference 
to another subject. His colleague had referred to 
Mr. D. as one of. those belonging to what was de. 
nominated the Divorce party; that party which was 
in favor of the Independent Treasury bill. Now 


he did not complain of this allusion of his col- 
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| league, but he wasat some loss to perceive the con- 


nection between that question and the one now be- 
fore the House. Mr. D. however, had no objec- 
tion of avowing, at this or any other time, his opi- 
nions on that subject. He was one of those who 
wished to organize the Treasury of the United 
States upon its constitutional ground, and to dis- 
connect it entirely and wholly from its union with 
State institutions. He believed good policy re- 
quired it, and he believed it to be according to the 
spirit and intent of the framers of the Constitution 
that it should beso. He believed it to be accord- 
ing to the settled purpose and design of the institu- 
tions of Virginia that the business and operations 
of each Government, State and Federal; should 
be kept separate and distinct, and that that 
great State rights principle was violated by their 
connection. So jealous was Virginia on that sub- 
ject, that she had expressly provided in her Consti- 
tution that no officer of her’s should hold any ap- 
pomtment under the Federal Government; such 
was her jealousy of any union of the two Govern- 
ments, and her determination to keep them separate 
and distinct. Mr. D. unhesitatingly avowed that 
he was one of those who went for an entire separa- 
tion between the revenues of the Federal Govern- 
ment and the State banks. When that im- 
portant subject came up, Mr. D. hoped to have 
an opportunity of giving his views upon it 
more at length, and he flattered himself that he 
could give satisfactory reasons to his constituents 
for the course he should take. At present he 
would say no more, for it was not pertinent to the 
subject under consideration ; but thus much he felt 
called upon to say, from the allusion made to him 
by his colleague. He concluded by expressing a 
hope that the amendment he had submitted would 
be adopted by the Honse. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia then obtained the 
floor, but gave way to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, in respect 
to the construction of a bridge over Blue river, at 
Knightstown, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a communication from the same, in rela- 
tion to a claim of Nathaniel Taylor for a Cherokee 
spoliation. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting a statement. of the 
nner of revenue of each State and Territory for 

36. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 

Mr. EVERETT begged leave to propound an 
inquiry to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as to when he proposed to bring 
up the Seminole apprapriation bill, g 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, in reply, that he 
should be compelled, from necessity, to ask the House 
first to consider a bill which was, in fact, to carry 
into effect the bill of October last to authorize the 
issue of Treasury notes, the bill, at present, being 
abortive. He did not expect that bill to take up 
much time, and he should take the very earliest 


opportunity thereafter of calling up the bill referred 


to by the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. EVERETT then asked the House to take 
up and consider the following resolution, as it 
called for information on the subject of the bill 
referred to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the amount 
paid, and of the amount of arrears on account of, 
the expenses of the Seminole war; and an estimate 
of the sum necessary, in addition to the former ap- 
propriation, to pay such arrears and for carrying on 
said war until the first day of June next. 

Objection being made, Mr. E. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. = l 

Mr. McKAY informed the gentleman tha the 
information had already heen: furnished; printed, 
and laid on the tables of the members. 


-817 
ENa Aeaee 
The House refused to suspend the- rules—yeas | 
101, nays 70, not two-thirds. ; x 

Mr. LINCOLN then asked the House to resume 
the consideration.of the bill to pull down the walls 
of the new Treasury building. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was compelled to 
object to it, for he could not consent to allow the 
public business to give way to less important 
matters. : 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 
but it was rejected without a division. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. . 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “ bill making appropriations for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois.” The question pending being 
on the motion of Mr, Unperwoop to recommit it to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
lions to report, in lien thereof, a bill to sorrender 
said road to the States respectively through which 
it passes. ù : 

The bill was opposed at length by Messrs. UN- 
DERWOOD and RHETT, and advocated by 
Messrs. CUSHING, and CALHOON of Ken- 
tucky, when 

Mr. CLOWNEY obtained the floor, and, on his 
motion, © 

The Honse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 19, 1838. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, transmitting certain surveys and ex- 
aminations relative to light-houses, called for by the 
resolution of the Senate of the 8th instant—~and, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS it was’ laid on the 
table. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with the resolation of the Senate of the 18th 
instant, copies of three statements made by the 
Pennsylvania Bank of the United States, at the 
commencement of the months of February, March, 
and April of this year; which, on motion of Mr. 
GRUNDY, was laid on the table. - 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings. of 
the citizens of Rahway county, New Jersey, on the 
subject of the Independent Treasury bill: laid on 
the table. 

My. S. also presented several petitions, one 
from Philadelphia, and the others from New 
Jersey, praying a reconsideration of the Che- 
rokee treaty: laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of John 
H. Wheeler, superintendant of the Branch Mint at 
Charlotte, North Carolina, requesting increase of 
compensation for the officers of that institution: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

The joint resolution fixing the’ day for the ad- 
journment of Congress was taken up. 

Mr. GRUNDY thought it would be better to 
postpone the passage of this resolution until a 
more convenient season. There was no period in 
the history of the Government when more import- 
ant business was before the national legislature 
than at present, and not to perfect at least a greater 
portion of it, might be looked on as remissness on 
our part. If the resolution were to pass the Senate 
it would then be under the control of the other 
House. He thought it would be better not to de- 
cide at this early day. “When the bulk of the basi- 
ness was finished then it would not only be proper, 
but in some measure our duty to do’so. He would 
therefore move to postpone the subject, say. until 
Monday week, at which time he thought the Senate 
would be better prepared to act. . He was aware 
(as was judiciously observed the other day by. the 
Senator who introduced the resolution) that when a 
day was fixed both branches of the legislature were 


usually more. expeditious; and that u did, in some 


measure, stimulate them to extra exertion, and 
after the period specified by him in his motion had 
elapsed he would have no objection to take up the 
resolution. and act definitely on it. He was as 
anxious as any man to get away, from private rea- 
sons, but he was willing to make all matters yield 


“to the paramount duties of a public station. 
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«Mr. PRESTON hoped the question would not 
be ‘postponed. He thought with. the gentleman, 
that it-would. stimulate both Honses to additional 
#žeřtions. So far as the Senate was concerned, he 
believed the time set forth in the resolution would 
be ample to finish all the subjects; but with regard 
to the other House, he was not prepared to say that 


the business of the country might not require a- 


Sothewhat longer period. At all éveñts, it would 
be better to show that body that we were ready and 
anxious to adjourn by the time fixed on by the joint 
resolve. Mr. P. here took a glance at the nume- 
‘rous bills of importance which had been matured 
-by the Senate, and setit to the House of Represen- 
tatives, which had not yet been acted on there: He 
alluded to the measurés of finance for which the 
exira session had been called, and the time already 
-apent of the present session on those subjects, and 
-othets.of national importance, which were either 
laid on the table, or were still sleeping in the popu- 
lar btanch. ff nothing further was to be done for 
-thè relief of the country, it was time to adjoura. 
On that matter the Senate-seemed to have termi- 
„hated its labors.. The Independent Treasury bill 
brought forward by the Commiiltee of Finance was 
dead and buried, and it would: require a power lit- 
tle short of omnipotent to raise that new Lazarus 
from the tomb! What further new and untried 
experiment did they contemplate? If none other, 
and the Administration thought it had done all that 
Was necessary, and meant to leave the result to 
` the people, then it would be time to adjourn. But 
. if the Executive intended to suggest, or the Admi- 
_nistration, or any of its friends, meant to bring for- 
ward any measure calculated to relieve the country 
from its embarrassment, he would vote with plea- 
sure for the motien of the Senator from Tennessee. 

(Mr. Grunpy said: I hope the Senator from 

South Carolina will not understand me as having 
made any reference or allusion to any thing con- 
nected with that measure.] 

Mr. Preston was anxious that something should 

. be done, in order that the Government might no 
-lon ger go on in its present broken down and decre- 
pid state, exhibiting the melancholy example of a 
you ng Government grown prematurely old, decre- 
pid, and weak. . He would be glad to see any re- 
medy suggested, by. those having the control of 

_ affairs, that would save the country from its pre- 
sent embarrassment. He would unite most cor- 
dially with them, and come forward in the full spi- 
rit of patriotism to their relief; but if no such mea- 
sure was contemplated, the sooner we went. home, 
and appealed to our masters, the people, to give us 
a lesson, the better! 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he had. contented 
himself yesterday, when this subject was before the 
Senate, with giving a silent vote, without occupying 
its attention with any. remarks; but as he hoped 
the Senate would sustain the motion made by the 

. Senator froin Tennessee to postpone the resolution 
for a short period, he proposed to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate very briefly, while he explained 
why, in his opinion, they. ought to do so. He cer- 
tainly would not go into any political discussion 
in reference to the propriety of not fixing the day 
of adjournment at this time; but he would recount 
very briefly the business which they had sent to the 
other House, and which had not yet received the 
final action of that body. 

Mr. W. then referred to the Independent Trea- 

_sury bill; the bill for the increase of the army; the 
bill granting pre-emptions to actual settlers on the 
public lands; and the bill providing for the reduc- 
tion and graduation of the price of the public 
lands. None of these four important measures 
had met the consideration of the other branch of 
the National Legislature. They had been told by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] 
that the most important measure, that in relation to 
the currency, was dead—had been put to rest for- 
ever in the other House. He could not think so. 
There was no doubt but the House of Representa- 
tives felt as deep a conviction of the necessity of 
‘acting on that great question as was felt here; the 
evidence of which feeling was showh in a two 
- months’ debate. : ; 
i But:suppose the Senator was right—that a ma- 
ority of -thè House of Representatives were op- 


posed to the views of the Executive; were they op- 
posed to all action on the subject matter?. Far be 
it from him, Mr. W. said, to express an opinion as 
to the views and opinions of a majority of that 
body; but he hoped and believed that they felt im- 
peratively the necessity of some action on this 
deeply important question, and that they would not 
adjourn without it. | i 

Again, no bill had been acted on in either House 


of Congress to make provision for the Southern In- . 


dian war. He had been informed that the House 
was in daily expectation of taking up that bill) and 
the intelligent gentleman from whom he obtained 
the information anticipated a debate on the subject 
of some weeks. Some of the ordinary appropria- 
tion bills, also, were yet to be reported. 

It might be said, that if the Senate passed this 
resolution the House could amend it, and fix its 
own day in reference to the business they had to 
act on; but, said Mr. W. shall fix a time for them 
to adjourn that I believe to be too short; and thus, 
virtually, say to the country that the House will be 
negligent if it does not finish its business by a cer- 
tain time? If it could be shown that the two 
Houses could get through with the important busi» 
ness of the country by the day named in the reso- 
lution, he would be as ready to fix the time of ad- 
journment as any ones but as he did not believe 
that they could now act judiciously in this matter, 
he hoped that the motion to postpone the resolution 
would prevail. Mr. W. concluded by asking for 
the yeas and nays on the question, which were 
accordingly ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, when he voted yesterday 
for the adoption of the resolution, he voted on the 
ground that we had ample time to finish all the 
business by the first Monday in June. If, how- 
ever, the action of the Senate were to be construed 
as expressing an opinion that the measure of 
finance, which had been so ably discussed in this 
branch, was not to be taken up in the other House, 
he should give no vote to countenance any such 
impression. He sincerely trusted the House would 
feel itan imperious duty to act on that measure, 
yea or nay. He would consider it a national 
calamity for Congress to adjourn without adopting 
some definilive measure in relation to this business; 
and he should, therefore, move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. KING said that when he gave notice of his 
intention to introduce this resolution, he distinctly 
stated the grounds on_which he proposed to offer it; 
which were that the Senate might turn its atten- 
tion to the propriety of an adjournment at as early 
a day as the business of the country would justify, 
and that the House of. Representatives seeing that 
the Senate would be able to get through with their 
business by a certain day, might turn their atten- 
tion to the business before them, and fix their day 
for adjournment, in reference to the probable pro- 
gress of that business. With this understanding, 
the resolution was taken up, andhe voted for it on 
the grounds he had stated. But the remarks of the 
Senator from South Carolina, placed the subject in 
a different position. If it was the design of a mino- 
rity of the House of Representatives to defeat the 
important measure referred to by the Senator from 
South Carolina, by delaying it till too late to be 
acted on—if it was their design to stave off the bu- 
siness of the country by procrastination—if that 
was the design of the Senator, and those who 
acted with him in voting for this resolution, he 
Mr. K. could not go with them. If, as the Senator 
said, the House of Representatives were opposed 
to this measure, why let them vote against it, and 
take the responsibility; but he could not consent 
that it should be defeated, by delaying till the day 
fixed by the Senate for adjournment, and then 
throwing part of the responsibility on the Senate, 
He should, therefore, vote for the postponement or 
laying the resolution on the. table until he saw 
the game that was to be played. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would prefer the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Grunpy] 
to postpone the subject toa given day. When the 
question was taken the other morning. on laying 
the resolution on.the table, he had voted against it, 
beeanse he did not wish to countenance the opinion 
that the Senate would not be ready to. close its ses- 


sion on the first Monday in June. It struck him ` 


as most proper to propose. some day certain for 
acting on the matter, and then if business: warrant- : 
ed, we could take it up. He Mr. H. presumed no 
man was prepared to say that the'séssion should 
close until some definite action was had. on ‘the bill 
alluded-to by the Senator from South Carolina— 
he believed there’ would be’ a definite action’ in 
favor of the bill from’ that “body, or one of the 
same nature introduced in the other. House. 
After some further remarks from Mr, PRES- 
TON, the question was: taken on Mr. Grunpy’s 
motion, and it was carried—yeas 25, nays. 16, as 


‘follows: : 


YEAS—Messrs.. Allen, Benton; Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Lumpkin, 
McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, and White—16. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to cause, for the terr of one year, each 
officer employed in the collection of the customs, to 
keep a daily account, in writing; of the time he is 
actually employed in the public service each and 
every day, and what his employment each day is, 
stating the same so much in detail as to exhibit a 
clear and intelligible account of all his services 
from day to day. ; a 

Resolved, That such memoranda as is made by 
each and every officer, shall be quarterly sworn to 
as a full, just, and complete account of the services 
actually rendered, and the time actually spent by 
him in public employment. ; 

Resolved, That the memoranda of, each district 


` be embodied together for the use of Congress, and 


that the Secretary add to it the amount of tonnage 
entered, cleared, or owned in such district; with 
the amount of revenue collected therein, and the 
expense of collecting the same; showing what each 
officer receives for all such services. 

Resolved, That where any officer discharges, or 
claims to discharge, the duty of more than one 
office, his services in each shall be distinguished, 
as well as his compensation. =°.. cae 

Mr. NORVELL presented the’ joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Michigan, protesting, ‘against 
the annexation to the United States of Texas, or 
of any district of country lying west or south of 
New Orleans: Jaid on the table. F 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of the 
bills, notes, and securities of corporations created by 


Congress, which have expired; and, after a debate, 
in which Messrs. NILES, WALL, GRUNDY, 


SMITH of Connecticut, PRESTON, and RIVES 
took part, and amendments, on motion of: Messrs. 
RUGGLES and NILES, the bill was laid over in- 
formally; and ; 

The Senate went into the consideration of Ex- 
ecutive business; after which, it 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frioay, April 20, 1838, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, 
Senate. bill for the relief of E. W., and H., Smith. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee. on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill. to ‘enable-certain 
townships in Ohio to obtain their school-lands and 
for other purposes. : 

„Mr. PETRIKIN, from the. Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
certain banks in the District of Columbia, [the bill 
had been previously. réported some time singe, and 
was again brought in, without amendment.] 

_Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ja- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate pill 
for the relief: of Thomas Cooper... 

Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims,--reported a bill for the. relief of 


Jamies E 
reading. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the same committee, re- 


ported a bill for the relief of Isaac P; Saunders, - 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, moved that 
the bill from the Senate to give effect to the eighth 
article of the treaty with Spain, be recommitted to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. ` 

The SPE AKER informed the gentleman that the 
bil! was out of the power of the House till Monday 
next, to which day it had. been postponed. 

Mr. C. then gave notice that he would make the 
motion. when the bill came up. 
` Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Ag- 
rieulture, reported a joint resolution, authorizing 
thë President of the United States to lease gratui- 
tously forten years, any unlocated lots in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,.for the cultivation of the mul- 
berry and sugar beet; which having been twice 
read— . 

Mr. R. moved its adoption. 

Mr. LINCOLN wished it postponed for a day 
or two. He was not opposed to the ohject of the 
resolution, but. there were, he believed, some lots 
which ought to be excepted, and he suggested 
Tuesday next. í 

Mr. RANDOLPH assented, and the further 
consideration of the resolution was postponed till 
that day. ` : 

Mr. PAKKER asked that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be diseharged from the further con- 
sideration of the elaim of Richard Brannin; and 
on his motion, it was Jaid on the table. 

-, Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill to 
authorize the appointment of four additional clerks 
in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution to authorize the 
Secretary of War to purchase a site in the District 
of Columbia for a new magazine and keeper’s 
house. 

Mr. McK. explained that the object of this 
resolution was merely to give effect to a pre-exist- 
ing law, which provided for the work, &c. of this 
work, but omitted the authority for the War De- 
partment to purchase the site. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Eunice Saunders, late Eunice Pearson. : 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Grozer. 

THE PUBLIC PRESS. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
then resumed, being the resolution of Mr, Horxins 
to ‘separate the public press from Government 
patronage, the question pending being on the 
amendment of Mr. Dromaooie to extend the 
inquiry. [It is printed at length in the Globe of 
Wednesday night.] l 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the House till the expiration 
of the hour, when the orders of the day were 
called. . A 

The special order was the bill to establish a 
commission of claims. ee 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to postpone it, in 
order to proceed with the public business. , 

Mr. BOON expressed a hope that the motion 
would prevail, so that they might go on with the 
Cumberland Road bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said as the public busi- 
ness was so important, he must he compelled to 
ask for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 139, nays 46. 

So. the rales. were suspended. 

“CUMBERLAND ROAD. : 

.. The: House: then resumed the eonsideration of 

: the bil- aking ‘appropriations for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland road, in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and: Ilinois. è i 
' The question'was on. the motion of Mr. UN- 

"DER WOOD to recommit the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means,’ with instructions te report, 


eming, which was’ passed to its third 


States respectively through which it passes. 

The biil was opposed by Messrs. CLOWNEY 
and PICKENS, and advocated: by Mr. CORWIN, 
when ; 


Mr. CASEY then rose and ‘said that this wasa * 


bill of the deepest importance. to the interests of his 


State;-and though ‘he was prepared, and indeed de- 


sired an opportunity, to address the House in its 
support, yet, believing it had already been suffi- 
ciently discussed, he was willing; for the sake of 
securing its speedy passage, to do what he had 
never done in that House before. Sir, concluded 
Mr. C. I move the previous question. 

Mr. PICKENS ‘then moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. f 

- Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved a 
call of ihe House: lost. 

The House refused to lay the bill on the table 
—yeas 84, nays 109. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question, which was seconded by the 
House, 92 to 61. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky asked for the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question to be 
put, which were ordered, and were—yeas 108, 
nays 86, 

So the House determined that the main question 
be put. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY then moved an adjourn- 
ment. Lost. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (the engrossment of the bill) and 
they were ordered, yeas 100, nays 95, 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then rose and stated that, 
while the vote was taking, he was called out of his 
seat by one of the messengers, on business; and he 
therefore asked leave to record his vote in the ne- 
gative, but it was objected to. 

The question being when the bill should be read 
a third time, the House rejected Monday; and the 
question being on reading it now— À 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an adjournment—lost: 
ayes 74, noes not counted. 

i Mr. RHETT then moved a call of the House: 
ost. 


Mr. THOMAS then made a motion that the bill 
be read a third time on the first Monday in May, 
in order that, in the mean time, the real condition 
of the Treasury might be ascertained and made 
known. Mr. T. asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. RHETT moved an adjournment: lost—74 
to 87. 


Mr. ELMORE moved a call of the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ELMORE renewed the motion to adjourn; 
but it was again decided in the negative; and the 
question recurring on the motion fora call of the 
House, it was decided in the negative—yeas 62, 
nays 107. 

Mr. THOMPSON then moved an adjournment: 
lost. 


The question recurred upon Mr. THOMAS’S 
motion to postpone the bill till the first Monday in 
May next, and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 83, nays 95. 

The question again recurring upon ordering the 
bill to be read a third time this day. 

Mr. RHETT asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were refused, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading instanter; and being put on its passage— 

Mr. BOON demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question on the 
passage of the bill ordered. , 

Mr. CONNOR. asked'for-the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill; ‘which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 96, nays 80. A í 

So the bill was passed.” >- 

On motion, : as 

The House adjourned, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“in lieu thereof, a bill to surrender, said road to the 
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“IN SENATE, - 
. Fripay, April 20, 1838. : 

The CHAIR communicated a report from:the 
Secretary of War, enclosing a report from the: To- 
pographical Bureau, together with a map, in an- 
swer to the resolation of the Senate of the 13th Fe- 
bruary last, calling for information relative to the 
Oregon Territory; and Š 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was referred to the 
select committee appointed on the bill for the occu- 
pation of the Oregon Territory. . 

Mr. McKEAN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Yennytown, Bradford county, Perinsylva- 
nia, and three petitions from citizens of Rush town- 
ship, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, of like 
import, praying for the immediate abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported without amendment the bill from” the 


House for the relief of M. Gelson of New York, 


and recommending its passage. 

Mr. KING, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, obtained leave and introduced a bill to autho- 
rize George Whitman of Alabama, to import an 
iron steamboat, in detached parts, with the neces- 
sary machinery, tools and working utensils, free of 
duty: read twice and referred, together with certain 
papers relating thereto, to the Committee on 
Finance. . 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the far- 
ther consideration of the petitions of the heirs of 
John Tebbs, the executor of Archibald Irwin, of 


Aaron Camp, and of the widow of William: 


McCoskey. . 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the resolution 
snbmitted by him, providing for the re-annexation 
of Texas to the United States, was taken up, and 
made the order of the day for Monday next, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prevent the re-issue and circulation of the bills, 
notes and other securities of corporations created 
by Congress which have expired, and, afiera de- 
bate, in which it was supported by Messrs. WALL, 
CLAY of Alabama, GRUNDY, RIVES, BU- 
CHANAN, CALHOUN and BROWN, and op- 
posed by Messrs. PRESTON, WHITE and PREN. 
TISS, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading—ayes 27, noes 14, as follows: © ° 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Trotter, Wall, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentueky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, and White—14. ' 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, Aprit 21, 1838. 
LIGHT HOUSE SYSTEM. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the memorial of David Melville, 
together with the several papers therein contained, 
praying an appropriation sufficient to enable him 
to make a trial of the plan proposed as an imme- 
diate remedy for the defects of the lights now in 


| use in the light-houses in the United States, be 


referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. : 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Celia Ragan, widow of Richard Ragan. 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported a 
bill granting a pension to John Black, of the State 
of Georgia. © 


Mr. SIBLEY, from the same committee, made - 


an unfavorable report in the case of John Cooper; 
which was laid on. the table. 

Mr: EWING, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of ©, Fitz- 


a gerald, deceased. 


‘Mr, J. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the same 
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committee, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Isadc Webb, representative of Charles 
‘Webb; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

-~ -Mro STUART, from the Committee of Claims, 
fepUrted unfavorably tipo the petitiotis of Andrew 
Tadlock and William W. Scott} which were seve- 
rally laid on the table. 5 

Mr.. LINCOLN, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment he proposed to offer to the bill provid- 
ing for the removal of the walls of. the new Trea- 
Buty buildin 3, etés whet that bill shall again come 
-ùp for consi eration; and the amendment was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr, LEGARE asked leave to be excused from 
longer serving on the select committee on the sub- 
ject of meteorology, on the ground that his duties 
on the Committee on Foreign Affairs required all 
the time he could devote to business out of the 
House; but the House refused to excuse Mr. L. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions on the subject of the late duel; which 
were referred to the select committee thereon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, on leave, sub- 
mited the following resolution, which was agreed 
o? l 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of establishing a post route from 
Monticello, Kentucky, via Albany, Clinton county, 
Kentucky, to Burksville, Kentucky. 

Mr. MENIFER, on leave, also submitted the 
following, which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Capt. Hugh Drennan 
o Fleming bounty, Kentucky, a soldier of the Re- 
ution. 

On motion of Mr. MENIFEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Poplar 
Flat, in Lewis county, to Mount Carmel, in Flem- 
ing cvuwy, Ky. ` 

: PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia concluded his re- 
marks on the resolution of Mr. Horxins, proposing 
to raise a select committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of severing the public press from Govern- 
ment patronage, 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. DROMGOOLE to extend the inquiry, (as 
printed in Wednesday night’s Globe.) 

As soon as Mr. GARLAND had got through, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
amble and resolution submitted by him some days 
since, on the subject of executive expenditures, 
which have already been printed. 

Mr. ‘WILLIAMS addressed- the House on the 
subject of his amendment till the expiration of the 
morning hour; when the orders of the day were 
called for. 2 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of the progress made in the survey 
of the shoals of George’s Bank, and the harbors of 
Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State, transmitting returns of foreign immigrants, 
&e. during the last ten years. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, referred to the 
select committee having in charge the subject of a 
revision of the laws of naturalization. 

The bill for the relief of James A. Fleming; and 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to purchase a site in the District of Colum- 
bia fora new magazine and keeper’s house, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked the House to take up the 
postponed bill in relation to the tenure of office of 
subordinate officers of the customs; but it was ob- 
jected to. a 

Mr. THOMAS moved to consider, at this time, 
his motion to reconsider the vote of the House 
granting leave of absence to Mr. Smits of Mane, 
trom and after the first of May. 


Objection being made, Mr. T. moved a suspen- i| 


sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
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which were ordered; and were—yeas 87, nays 92. 
Not being two-thirds, the motion was decided .in the 
negative. ` sels : 


_Mr. GRAHAM moved that the bill for the esta- 


blishmient of d Board of Commissioners of Claims, 
be made the special order for Friday next: lost. 
PRIVATE ORDERS. 
The House then passed to the private orders. 
The first was the ‘bill for the relief of the repre- 
sentatives of Dr. Philip Turner, deceased.” 
The claim involved in this bill. was for interest 


on a Cominutation in 1808, which, having been first ` 


rejected, was afterwards allowed, and two weeks 
ago the bill was reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, with the enacting clause stricken out. 
The question was whether interest should com- 
mente from the time a claimant presented his claim, 
or ftom the time he established it. The opponents 
of the bill contended for thé latter, on the ground 
that the onus probandi was on the claimant; that the 
Government did not seek its debtor, but was always 
ready to pay when the proof was made out; and that 
the previous rejection of this claim was prima facie 
evidence that it liad not been then made out. Ano- 
ther objection was raised on the application of the 
statute of limitation. 

The advocates of the claim, in reply to the latter 
argument, insisted that the Government had no 
right to avail itself of such a plea in bar to a claim 
upon it, because the claimant was no party to the 


limitation; and to the former it was contended that | 


a subsequent admission of the petitioner’s claim es- 
tablished his right to it on his previous application. 
It is understood that the settlement of either prin- 
ciple will operate upon a large number of claims 
for interest that have been before the House for 
years. When up before, the discussion had occu- 
ied a large part of the day in Committee of the 
hole, Mr. Arren, of Vermont, having solely 
sustained the argument in opposition to it, when 
his motion to strike out the enacting clause pre- 
vailed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, with a view to bring the House 
to a vote, moved the previous question, but it was 
not seconded. 

The claim was now sustained by Messrs. 
CRAIG, SHEPPERD, TILLINGHAST, WISE, 
and HALEY, and opposed by Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. HALEY, at the conclusion of his remarks, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. GLASCOCK asked for the yeas and nays; 


. but they were not ordered, and the House refused 


the call. . 

Mr. DAWSON moved an adjournment: lost— 
ayes 62, noes 68. 

The demand for the previous question was se- 
conded—ayes 75, noes 49, and the main question 
was ordered ; and thereon 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, Mr. CUSHMAN, 


-and Mr. GRIFFIN simultaneously rose and called 


for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 75, nays 76. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. TOUCEY asked the gentleman to withdraw 
it, to enable him to make a report from the select 
committee, which Mr. G. declined; and the motion 
to adjourn was rejected—ayes 70, noes 72. 

THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. TOUCEY then rose and informed the House 
that the Committee of Investigation were now rea- 
dy to report, and that they had unanimously di- 
rected him to move that its consideration be. post- 
poned till next Monday fortnight, and that it be 
printed. He therefore asked leave of the House, 
at this time, to make the report. 

Mr. ROBERTSON was not prepared to say, at 
that time, whether he should vote for the proposi- 
tion to print. ~ 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that that 
proposition was not before the House, but a simple 
application fer leave to report. When the report 
came in, then the gentleman might discuss the 
question to print, if it should be moved. 

Mr. POPE objected to granting leave, and said 
he thought it rather a strange proceeding to print a 
report of this character, and postpone-it for two 


weeks. He would be. willing. to receive it 
day morning, but not to postpone it. 

Mr: TOUCEY moved a suspensio 

Mr: PECK moved an ‘adjournmen 
-73, noes 80... - ware RA EA 

Mr. POPE. said he. would „withdra 
tion; but there were others mate, a 
suspended the rules... 9.2.8) s ne 

Mr. TOUCEY then submitted: the xeport, and 
moved its. postponement till -Monday two. weeks, 
and that, inthe meantime, it be: printed, He re- 
peated that he made the motion by the unanimous 
direction of the committee, e rae l 

Mr. GRENNELL then, on leave; subniitted the 
views of two. of- the: minority of the. committee, 
(Mr. Raripen and himself, );and. then moved that 
they take the same direction as the other. 

Mr. ELMORE rose, and, :on leave, submitted 
his own views, which he moved to take the same 
direction. He remarked that he had not been able 
to agree with the views either of the majority or 
the minority; and, therefore, he: presented. such 
views as struck him to be proper; but, although the 
committee disagreed, they concurred unanimously 
that he should present them to. the. House. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said, if he understood the 
proposition submitted by the chairman of the select 
committee, (Mr. Toucery,) “he..must again repeat 
that he was not prepared to vote for the printing of 
the reports, or any one of them.” The questions 
involved in this matter were. of the most deep and 
profound iniportance, not merely :to those who, it is 
supposed, may be implicated-in. this report, but of 
vast importance to the privileges of the House itself. 

Mr. Rs attention, he said, had been that morn- 
ing, from an intimation thrown out that the report 
would probably be made, drawn to the considera- 
tion of the question, what course, in the event. that 
these reports should be offered, it became the House 
to pursue to protect the privileges of its members; 
and, unless he had greatly mistaken the doctrine of 
the parliamentary law upon this subject, it would 
be their duty to recommit all these reports to. the 
committee which had brought them in, with 
special instructions that, if any. member was 
implicated at all, to report that single fact 
to the House, for. he was satisfied. they 
could not move one step further until they re- 
ceived the order and direction of, the House,, He 
may have misunderstood the parliamentary law 
upon this subject; but he begged leave: to. referto an 
authority of the highest character, whose--work, they 
had made a part of their,own rules, where it did not 
conflict with: them—he alluded ‘to Jefferson’s Ma- 
nual. In that celebrated book it was laid down 
that when a committee is charged with an inquiry, 
if a member prove to be involved, they cannot pro- 
ceed against him, but must make a special report 
to the I1ouse; whereupon the member is heard in 


on Mon- 


, his place, or at the bar, or a special authority is 


given to the committee to inquire concerning him. 

If Mr. R. recollected the terms of the order 
charging upon this select committee the investiga- 
tion of the matter which had been before 
them, it gave them no authority to adopt 
any resolution, or to furnish any ‘evidence 
to that House, which might implicate. any one of 
its members. The very moment, under this rule of 
parliamentary law, the fact became disclosed (and 


Such he understood to be the case) that a member 


of the House was involved in the examination be- 
fore the committee, that very moment it was their 
duty to have communicated it to the House, in or- 
der that the House might take such direction as it 
saw fit. er we 

Mr. R. admitted that he had turned but very 
casually to the authority cited’ by Mr.Jefferson in 
the above passage; but as faras he had gone, he 
found that it covered even much higher and broad- 
er ground. It was affirmed in debate (see “ Grey’s 
Parliamentary Debates,” ihe Work, we suppose, 
referred to by Mr. R.). to bea privilege beyond 
the power of any committeé, or beyond even the 
power of the House, to charge ‘any committee with 
the power of investigating ‘any’ thing touching, or 
affecting, or involving the privileges of the-mem- 
bers. It’ is there. said. to. be the-privilege of the 
House alone, where-any member has:a-rightto in- 
lerrogate, and where it is the privilege ofthe mem- 
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ber implicated also, and that-he can only be ‘inter- 
rogated ‘and examined by the House. ` as 
Mr. R. did not pretend to know what- was the 
extent to which the large volume or volumes of 
testimony laid before this: committee might go: 
. He only spoke from conjecture, and with a view to 
draw the attention of the House to this matter; at 
least before they attempted to print what none of 
them, or but those composing the committee, knew 
the contents of, whereby they ‘might be spreading 
before the public documents containing state- 
ments, and resolutions of a committee, involving 
the rights and privileges of members of the House, 
contrary, as he understood the parliamentary law, 
to the provisions intended to secure them. He had 
no idea, either, that any member of the House 
would concur in the propriety of printing them till 
they had been read, and supposing that to be the 
proper course, and that it would be well to afford 
time for considering the other question, he moved 
to Jay.all the reports ‘upon the table, in order also 
that the House might take. time on a question so 
momentous and important, to reflect upon the 
course which ought to. be adopted. 
Before the question was propounded, 
Mr. MALLORY moved an adjournment, 
prevailed, and accordingly 
The House adjourned. 


which 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
¢ Monnay, April 23, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

The first business in order being a privileged 
question, was the reportof the szlect committee, 
on the subject of the late duel, made on Saturday 
last, and the motion of Mr. TOUCEY, under the 
unanimous direction of the committee, to print 
and postpone the further ‘consideration thereof till 
thisday fortnight. ‘ 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
ROBERTSON to lay the whole- subject on the 
table. -: : 

Mr. ROBERTSON withdrew that motion, and 
after some remarks against the motion to print 
and postpone, and substituted another. to refer the 
whole subject to a committee to be denominated the 
Committee -of Privileges, with instructions to re- 
port tothe House what course, in their judgment, 
it is. proper to pursue. 

Mr. R. concluded with the expression of a wish 
that, should his.motion prevail, he might be excused 
from serving on the committee. 

The original question to postpone taking’ prece- 
dence ; 

Mr. TOUCEY addressed the House for some 
time in support of-that motion. 

After a few words from Mr. MENEFEE and 
Mr. ‘WISE, , 

Mr. GLASCOCK advocated the motion to post- 
pone and print, the latter especially, as an act of 
justice to all the parties implicated, both in and out 
of the House. , 

Mr. ROBERTSON again opposed both motions, 
and insisted upon the propriety of his own, to refer 
the subject to another committee. 

Mr. ELMORE vindicated the course the com- 
mittée had felt themselves bound to pursue under 
the instructions given to them by the House, and 
went into a brief examination of the case cited by 
Mr. Rozgarson, from Grey’s Parliamentary De- 
bates, showing that it did net apply to the one be- 
fore the House.. He referred to the resolution rais- 
ing the select committee, in which they were pe- 
remptorilylordered to do what they had done. If 
Mr.-R’s objection was a valid one, it should have 
been. made at the time thatresolution was before the 
Hose o ees a f 
.. Mr. THOMPSON opposed the printing, and re- 
prehended the course. the. committee had taken, as 
transcending their powers, on the ground taken by 
Mr. Rozerrson, that the question’ becoming one of 
privilege, all proceedings before them should have 
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been estopped as soon as the fact ofa member of the 
House being involved was disclosed. an 

Mr. JENIFER objected ‘to the postponement. 
that the committee had not confined themselves to 
a statement of facts, and facts alone, but had pre- 


‘sented’ an argument, and had charged a member 


with being guilty of a breach of privilege. The 
postponement would allow the report to go out to 
the country, and would operate to create preju- 
dices, and ‘perhaps. false opinions, long before a 
cool discussion in the House could prevent a re- 
action. If the subject was eyer to be taken up, it 
should be done at once, as soon as the report could 


| be printed, which might be done by to-morrow 


morning, as it was undoubtedly in the hands of the 
printer, who had already made extracts from it. 
He then moved that the whole subject, except a 
bill to prevent duelling, be laid om the table, and 
that that bill be taken up to-morrow. `- 

The SPEAKER said there was no such bill in 
possession of the House. 

Mr. JENIFER modified his motion, so as io 
strike out the clause relating to the duelling bill; 
and, at the request of the geatleman from South Ca- 
rolina, [Mr. Exmore,| withdrew it, to permit him 
to make an explanation. 


Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, then obtained 
the floor, and refused to yield itfor the explanation; 
but proceeded ‘to say, that he cared nothing about 
the postponement, but insisted on the propriety of 


printing. It was necessary forthe House to know, 


before they could consider the subject properly, | 


what the report contained. If there was any thing 
wrong in the report, if the committee had transcend- 
ed their powers, the House vught to know it, which 
they could not do if the printing were refused. 


Mr. DUNCAN replied to the objection that th® 
committee had transcended their powers, that it 
should have been made at the time the committee 
was instructed. Ifa special report had been re- 
quired, they should have been directed to make one. 
They had been instructed generally, and now, hav- 
ing reported generally, it was too late to object. 
He was in favor of the printing, that the House 
might know what the report contained. It was said 
that members of the House were implicated—that 
there was a bill on the subject of duelling, but he 
knew of no charge implicating any member or 
members, nor of any bill on this subject. When 
there are rules of the House, they ought to be obey- 
ed, but when an investigation is ordered in general 
terms, the report ought to be made in general terms. 
He thought the best course was, to adopt the mo- 
tion to postpone and print; and was opposed to the 
motion to refer to another committee, to ascertain 
if any member of the House is implicated, because 
it would cause needless delay, and perhaps prevent 
the action of the House upon the whole subject. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he would not ex- 
press his opinion upon the merits of the subject now, 
but would wait till the report came in another form 
before the House. He was in favor of the motion 
to commit the report to another committee, to as- 
certain if any member of the House was implica- 
ted; and if such was the case, it was proper that 
the witnesses should be examined before the House, 
before a member should be deprived of a seat in 
the House, which he considered higher than any 
station or privilege that could be conferred by the 
Government, 4 , 

Mr. MENEFEE called for the reading of the re- 
solutions. » i ` 

Mr. ELMORE then said he should call for the 
reading of the whole report. = =-~ 

Mr. BELL objected to such an unnecessary con- 
sumption of time, and thought the matter now stood 
precisely where it should rest, whtil the question had 
been decided whether it was improper for a com- 


mittee to proceed against. a member, without being 


Specially directed to do so by name. “The fact has 
been anndunced by the chairman of the committee, 
that certain members have been proceeded against; 


and the question should be decided before the House - 


took any further 
improper.) 5 a ` 

Mr. MENEFEE saidhe called for the reading 
to establish’ the fact alluded to; and- went on to 
argue that this was a subject: on which the House 
ought to be particularly” careful. He considered 
the proceedings of the committee-itregular, and 
contrary to the rule of the Manual, which had 
been adopted and made- the law ‘of the-Honpse. 
He wished the trial of a member to be open before 
the House, when the witnesses could be subject to 
cross-examinations ; and contended ‘that the testi- 
mony taken in secret by the committee could not 
be used in a trial before the House, and therefore 
ought not to be printed and circulated.’ i 

The SPEAKER intimated that these remarks 
ranscended the proper limits of the discussion 
upon the motion before the House. ` : 

Mr. MENEFEE only alluded to the fact that 
the report could not be§used, to show that it ought 
not to be printed. Ban 

Mr. LEGARE wished to ask how far it was 
proper for a, committee in secret session to try a 
member of the House. 7 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to go 
into that inquiry on a motion to print. 

Mr. LEGARE, with all deference to the Cmar, 
thought if the rules of the Manual were laid down 
as the law of the House, it was necessary. to ‘look 
into the practice of Parliament, to look to the prac- 
tice of this House in other cases, and to look at the 
fandamental principle, that, when a person is 
accused, he is to be confronted with his accuser 
and with the witnesses. 

The SPEAKER replied that that would be very 
proper when the report should be before the House; 
but on an incidental motion to print a paper it was 
not in order. . 

Mr. MENEFEE concluded with an argument to 
show the impropriety of going onto implicate a 
member before a committee. ; 

Mr. THOMAS brieffy stated the. distinction of 
the cases arising under the parliamentary law laid 
down by Mr. Jefferson, as originally cited by Mr. 
Rozertson. Mr. T. contended that its applica- 
tion was where a committee, charged with the ex- 
amination of a subject, discovered, in the- course 
of their investigations, that a member of the House 
was incidentally charged ; but the present case was 
altogether of a different character, for the fact that 
members were implicated was notorious, the com- 
mittee- specially raised with reference to it, and 
they were specially directed to inquire into it. Mr. 
T. had voted for the original resoiution, as he be- 
lieved that common sense, as. well as parliamen- 
tary law, which was founded on common sense, 
required that the result should be placed on the 
documents of ‘the House. ` 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the printing of the 
report, on the ground, as he stated, that it was 
composed of ex parte testimony, taken in the ab- 
sence of the party accused, and of the trial of a 
man for a criminal offence, without his having had 
an opportunity of hearing that testimony. 

Mr. TOUCEY corrected the gentlernan’s states 
ment. The committee had tried no ene, and the 
persons supposed to be implicated had-been’allow- 
ed to call witnesses, and to examine ahd cross ex- 
amine them. No one had been‘ tried." 

Mr. SIBLEY- likewise opposed ‘the printing, in- 
asmuch the minds of the triors might be prejudiced 
by reading the testimony. © Mr. S. was for having 
the witnesses examined at the bar of the Honse. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD ‘said; that some two months 
since a matter of very great importance, both to 
the House and “the country, was referred to a 


steps, whether that proceeding was 


select committee, “with ‘instructions, substantially, 


to gather the facts in the case, and to report thereon 
to the House. That committee,-after having been 
industriously engaged nearly two mouths in prose- 


cuting the object of their appointment, have finally 


reported: ` The usual motion is now made to print 
this report for the use of the House; not an extra 
number for distribution among the people, but the 
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usual number merely for the-use of the members ; 
and this motion, much to his astonishment, had 
met withthe: most zealous, and, indeed, he might 
say, thè -most violent opposition. The objection 
seemed so strange, that he could hardly believe, at 
first, that it ‘was to be seriously -persisted in. 


It would be strange, indeed, if the House, after | 


having instructed a committee to investigate a par- 
ticular case, collect the facts, and. report thereon, 
and for this purpose arming thém with power to 
send for persons and papets, should refuse to hear 
that committee when ready to render an account, 
or, in other words, refuse to receive and print the 
report. The three fourths of this House who 
voted for the appointment of this committee, are 
now asked to yield to the one-fourth—to undo 
what they have done—to admit that they had no 
authority to appoint this committee for any such. 
purpose as that with which it is charged, in the opi- 
nion of a large portion of the House; or, if there 
be no want of authority, either on the part of the 
House or committee, that the latter shall not be 
heard—-that the report shall be committed, without 
printing, to another committee, to be called a Com- 
mittee of Privileges, who are to report what further 
steps shall be taken by the House. Are members 
prepared to treat this committee thus contume- 
liously? Is the House prepared to admit so readily 
that ithas acted without authority, or unadvisedly? 
ls it disposed to sanction any such child’s play as 
this course proposes? I trust not, said Mr. F. but 
hope that the report will be printed, and the matter 
will be permitted to take its usual course. 

The first objection to the printing of the report 
of the committee, is made by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Rosertson,} on the ground 
that the committee have exceeded their authority. 
It is contended, that when it was ascertained that 
a member of the House was implicated, it was 
the duty of the committee to have reported that 
fact tothe House, and a paragraph from Jeffer- 
son’s Manual is. relied on as authority. It reads 
thus: “When a committee is charged with an in- 
quiry, if a member prove to be involved, they can- 
not proceed against him, but must make a special 
report to the House; whereupon, the member is 
heard in his place, or at the bar, or a special au- 
thority is given to the committee to inquire concerning 
hmm.” Now, sir, said Mr. F. we are to look at 
this as reasonable men, and to inquire what was 
really andtruly intended by it—not what canbe made 
out of it either by a strict or liberal construction, 
but what was meant. Looking at it with this view, 
it would seem to be plain and palpable, that it was 
intended to embrace cases where matter pertain- 
ing to the ordinary affairs or business of the House 
is referred, and in the course of the proceedings of 
the commitice, it “proves” or-turns out that ihe cha- 
yacier of a member is implicated; in which 
case, the committee is to arrest all further pro- 
ceedings, and report that fact to the House. 
It was where it “proved” incidentally, or turned 
out that the character of a member was involved, 
that this course was to be pursued, and not where 
the very object of instituting the committee was 
to investigate a case in which it was well known 
that members were implicated, and whose offences 
constituted the very gist of complaint and investi- 
gation. This, said Mr. F. seems to be the fair, 
common sense construction of the rule alluded to; 
it could not, he thought, fairly be construed to 
preclude the House from submitting a matter to a 
committee, and authorizing them to proceed in its 
investigation, even though the House should be 
well informed at the time that a member of the 
louse would be implicated in such investigation. 


Now, what is the fact here, sir, said Mr. F.2 Why, | 


the House well knew, every member knew, that 
certain members of the House were implicated in 
the transaction at the time the committee was ap- 
pointed. But itis said the rule is imperative; that 
as soon asthe committee ascertained that mem- 
bers of the House were implicated, they. should 


have immediately reported that fact to the House. | 
Why? ‘To what end? Did the House need to be in- | 


Did it expect, when this 


formed ef that fact? f 
k that it would 


committee was appointed, 


sunman witnesses before it, ask one ques- | 


ton, reeeive one answer, and then come into 
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tke House,. and report that a member was im- 
plicated? Will any gentleman say he voted for 
the appointment of this committee with any such 
views? I cannot, said Mr. F. believe that the 
Honse intended to set: on foot, or participate in, 
any such miserable farce. If, therefore, the rule 
from Jefferson’s Manual stood alone, he could 
have no hesitation as to its construction, being ful- 
ly persuaded that it was not intended to apply toa 


case of this kind. “But. it does not stand alone; ` 


other matters are to be considered in connection 
with it, to wit: the resolutions by which this com- 
mittee was appointed. Itis a fair and legitimate 
mode of construing a rule, to look at other rules 
upon the same subject. Now, so far as this case 
is concerned, the resolution may be regarded as a 
rule of the House; and if these conflict, which must 
give way? The resolution was adopted last, and 
may therefore be fairly regarded, quoad hoc, as re- 
pealing the rule: it, at least, rides over and controls 
it. So that even if the rule from Jefferson’s Manual 
does require a committee, under certain cireumstan- 
ces, to suspend their proceedings and make aspecial 
report to the House, the resolution of the House 
appointing this committee may be regarded as di- 
recting the committee, under those same circum- 
stances, to proceed with the investigation without 
making such special report. If any other construc- 
tion be adopted, then this rule in Jefferson’s 
Manual will effectually deprive the House cf the 
power of departing from it, or adopting any rule 
inconsistent with it. It will render nugatory that 
provision in the Constitution which says that each 
House of Congress “may determine the rules of ils 
proceedings? — 

The gentleman from South Carolina, -[Mr. 
Tnompson,] and others, have interposed a constitu- 
tional objection; that is, that the accusers here have 
a right to be confronted with the witnesses against 
them, and that the Heuse have not the power to 
invest a committee with authority to examine wit- 
nesses and collect testimony in a case of this kind. 
Now, sir, on recurring to the Constitution, it will 
be perceived that this phrase, “to be confronted 
with the witnesses,” relates altogethér to cases of 
criminal trials before a jury. It has no reference 
whatever to examinations had by this House. The 
same Constitution authorizes this House to punish 
its members for disorderly behavior, and, two- 
thirds concurring, to expel a member; and this 
without the intervention of a jury, or rigid adhe- 
rence to any of the rules prescribed fer such cases, 
The gentleman says the examination of witnesses 
should have been before the House, and not before 
acommittee. Sir, that argument should have been 
made when the committee was appointed. The 
House had the power to adopt either course. It 
decided in favor of the examination by a commit- 
tee. This argument, therefore, is now out of 
place. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. FILLMORE] 


thinks the committee have transcended their pom-. 


ers by reporting resolutions against certain persons, 
members of the House. They were to inqure, said 
he, into the causes that led to the death of Mr. Cik- 
LEY, and the circumstances connected therewith. 
Nothing is said about persons, and therefore the 
committee had no right to report against persons. 
Now, if the transaction which the committee were 
to inquire into could have occurred without the 
agency of persons, then, perhaps, there might be 
some foundation for the argument. But there not 
only must have been, from the nature of the case, 
persons implicated, but the House well knew it 
when they ordered the committee. 
the House expected the committee, in this case, to 
report the circumstances, saying nothing about per- 
sons, must require a very considerable stretch of 
credulity, to say the least of it. Such a position, I 
am persnaded, said Mr. F. can find no favor in the 
mind of any member of this House. 

Another gentleman from New York [Mr. Sistry] 
has deprecated the printing of thisreport, because of 
the apprehended undue ‘effect it might have upon 
the minds of members who are to be the triors, 
in case any other evidence should be laid before the 
House. He thinks we should have all the testimo- 
ny together, or not-atall. Is it not a little singular, 
that the gentleman should anticipate other evi- 


Te believe that | 


` ther, 


dence, when. the committee have been: at 
work collecting it.for near two months; the 
accused, as we are informed by the Chairman, 
being present, and having the privilege of cross: 
examining the witnesses, and now. making: ne inti-- 
mation that they have other testimony. Tit seems: 
to mé, said Mr. F. to be taking a-good deal of. 
pains to pick up objections and to throw difficulties: 
in the way. Suppose the rule ofthe gentleman: 


‘from New York should obtain.in our conrts, what 


would be the consequence?’ Why, the witnesses 
must all testify.at the same: time, or at -least there 
must must be no adjournment of the court until 
all the testimony is out.’ Such a position, it is ap- 
prehended, cannot be sound. Frorn the very na- 
ture of most cases, the evidence must be received 
by piecemeal; but no one ever thought that this 
rendered the court and jury incapable of doing right. 
And are we willing to admit a fear that, by receiv- 
ing this evidence, when other evidence is to follow, 
our minds will become so warped by it, as to pre- 
vent our doing what is right? I’ cannot, said Mr. 
F. believe this of any member of the Hoase.’ I 
trust, said he, we shall be able to examine all the 
evidence, and’ to decide upon it fairly, and’ ac- 
cording to the jrue merits of the case. 


But the gentleman seems to be much troubled to 
know. what we shall do provided there should turn. 
out to be other.evidence. | What course, said he, 
will the House take? He [Mr. S.] would be glad to 
have some gentleman inform him who knew more 
upon the subject... Without pretending to any.su- 
perior knowJedge-upon’this subject, Mr. F.'said. he 
might be permitted to say that .the case appeared 
very plain to him. If one of the gentlemen charged 
should rise here ‘in his place, and say that he had 
newly discovered evidence which he wished:to place 
before the triors, the House might think it best that 
the whole mattér should. be recommitted to the 
committee, with instructions to receive the new 
evidence, and report it with the rest to the House; 
or the House might think’it most expedient to re- 
ceive the additional evidence without such recom- 
mitment. It was perfectly competent to decide 
which course was best. But itis hardly -worth 
while, said Mr. F. to be devising means to rid our- 
selves of difficulties which have not, and probably 
will not, occur. a : 


The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Jounson] 
deprecates the sending out this report to prejudice 
and poison. the public mind before it:can be accom- 
panied by the arguments.and-explanations of which 
it is fairly susceptible. ` It will be forestalling, -he 
thinks, public opinion upon this subject. ‘The first 
answer to this is, that the report of the majority 
will not go alone, but will be accompanied by 
two minority reports. Again, sir, it may be asked 
if there be any danger of submitting the facts in 
this case to the people, even though they should 
be unaccompanied by our commentaries. For 
one, sir, I think, said Mr. F. that the. people are 
entitled to the facts, in this case, and that they are 
capable of forming an opinion upon them, unaided 
by us. There can be'no danger that éruth will 
work wrong to any one, and this is one of the last 
cases in which it should be shut out from the 
public. 


That the committee have not exceeded their 
authority in this case, it may be stated, in addition 
to what has before been said upon this point, that 
their course is sustained by precedents. ‘They, were 
required to investigate and to report thereon. -Under 
this, they were clearly authorized to reporta resolu- 
tion of expulsion, if they deemed the facts justified 
it. But another argument, used by some gentle- 
men in the. course of the debate, ‘appears.to be 
conclusive upon this subject. It is derived: from 
the fact, that great numbers of petitions and: pro- 


j ceedings of public meetings, calling for the -expul- 


sion of all who were concerned in the late duel, 
have been presented to this House, and by the 
House referred to this committee. Here there is 
authority for the course of the -commiltee, if not to 
be found any where else. +I will indulge the hope, 
said Mr. F, in conclusion, thét the objections to 
the printing of this: report will not be pressed: far- 
{t is a casein which the whole public have 
manifested.a-deep ‘interest, and are now. indicating 


a strong. desire, and:he could not. bat regard.it as 
adaudable one, to have the real facts in the case.: 
. Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, referred to the 
resolution by which the committee was instituted, 
and said it intimated: no charge against any mem- 
ber of the House. The committee was simply ` 
directed to inquire into the causes of the death of a 
member of the House; and was not even required 
to report upon that subject. | > 
Mr. TOUCEY said the gentleman was mistaken 
-the resolution put into the hands of the commit- 
tee, required the committee to investigate and report. 
report. : - 
Mr. GARLAND read from the printed journal, 
to show that the resolution, as modified, and finally 
passed, did not require ‚the committee to report, 
that clause having been omitted. 
„Mr. TOUCEY explained that the resolution 
given to the committee, did require a report upon 
the subject to be investigated, i 
i Mr. GARLAND said he read from the printed 
journal, and he took that to be the record of the 
House. He then went on to urge, that the com- 
mittee ought to have stopped at the rule of the 
Parliamentary law. -1f a member was charged 
with an offence against the privileges of 
the House, be must be arrested by the Sergeant- 
at-arms, and has a right to be heard. in his place or 
at the bar ofthe House. This was the common right of 
the meanest criminal, in courts of justice; and also, 
if _any individual should commit a breach of the 
privileges of the House, he has the same right to 
be brought up and heard at the bar; and he contend- 
pa that the members of the House were entitled to 
the same right. He referred, for illustration, to the 
practice of couris and grand juries, to keep the 
facts and testimony of a case secret, to prevent an 
improper influence on the public mind; and argued 
that, in- this case, the same course should be pur- 
sued. While he hoped a strict investigation would 
be had into the entire merits of the whole case, he 
was unwilling that the testimony should he pnb- 
lished, so as to produce influences prejudicial to an 
impartial spirit, and calculated to. prevent a fair 
and candid investigation by the House and the 
community. 
Mr. BRIGGS insisted that the law, as laid down 
by Mr. Jefferson, was binding and imperative, and 
was not ridden over, as contended by Mr. Farr- 
FIELD, by the resolution of the House directing the 
investigation.. He was clearly of the opinion that 
the committee had transcended their.powers; and 
coming to that conclusion, he could not assent to 
he printing of their report. 
_ Mr, TURNEY replied to an objection to the pub- 
lication, that it would. blast the reputations of the 
individuals accused, by urging that the suppres- 
sion of the report, with the view of saving their re- 
putations, would have a much more injurious effect. 
He thought itbetter to let the whole truth go to the 
public, and then a just decision would be made. He 
was opposed to acting in relation to the substance 
of the report, or the action of the committec, with- 
out having the report read, and having the argu- 
ments the committee may have to offer in support 
of the course they had taken. Mr. T. went on to 
argue from various principles of law, as well as 
` from the expediency in this case, in favor of print- 
ing the report, and replied to the suggestion that 
grand juries are sworn to keep their proceedings se- 
cret, that it applies only to their own secrets, and 
those of the prosecuting. attorney; but it was of 
avery day’s occurrence that grand jurors were called 
into court to testify to what certain witnesses had 
sworn to before them. He was in favor of post- 
poning and printing. 

Mr. CUSHMAN regarded this as one of the most 
important questions to which the attention of the 
House had long been drawn, and it was therefore 
but proper that every thing should be heard upon 
it which could be suggested when they went forth 
tothe country. But. the question then before the 
House.was,. whether the. report of a select com- 
mittee, appointed for a special purpose, should be 
postponed. to: a day certain, and then taken into 
considération; and dn the meantime be printed, or 
not. "Thatswas thé only question then under cou» 
sideration, ds he: understead, : 

Mr. ©. was in favor of. this motion, and he 


| should agree with the gentleman from Virginia in 


‘|| gation of a contract, &c. and it should turn. 
| out, on the investigation, that a member of 


} cited some authorities, and referred to the case of 
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the propriety of the motion submitted by him, pro- 
vided. this. was such a caséas was contemplated un- 
der. the-law cited by the gentleman. But the pre- 
sent had ne analogy to such a case. If the House 
should direct one of its committees, or should 
raise a select committee, for the purpose of inquir- 
ing into a particular subject, such as the investi- 


the House. was implicated, he coincided with 
the gentleman, that the moment that fact was dis- 
closed, it became the duty. of the committee to 
report itat once to. the House, in order that the 
member might be informed thereof, and have an 
opportunity of defending himself. This, however, 
was not such a case, because the terms of the 
resolution directed . them to the speciel duty, and 
the fact about which -they were to inquire was 
notorious. In conclusion, Mr. C. asked, how it 
was possible, unless. this report was printed, to 
give these gentlemen a fair, candid, and impartial 
trial. : 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Carr ifa motion 
to recommit. the report, with instructions to the 
committee to strike out the resolutions with which 
it closes, to strike out all the argumentative partof 
the report, and to report only the facts to the House, 
would be in order? 

The CHAIR said that motion would not be in 
order till the one pending was disposed of. 

Mr. ADAMS then said that not only were thé 
privileges of the members, but the privileges of 
the whole House, and the privileges of the con- 
Stituents ofevery member, staked on the issue of 
this case; and so far from pestponing the subject 
for a fortnight, he wished that the House would 
take up no other subject, until they had decided on 
this. - He said he should vote against the post- 
ponement, and wished to be considered in so doing, 
as dividing the question. Should the motion to 
postpone be rejected, then the motion he intended 
to offer, would be to strike out the resolutions and 
all the argumentative parts, and to report the 
facts. If the facts implicated any members 
of the House, let them say so, and then the mem- 
bers implicated would come properly before the 
House; at present, he thought they were exceed- 
ingly improperly before it. If members are to 
be censured or expelled, it was necessary to act 
with caution; and it behooved the House to pro- 
tect itself from a violation of its privileges, and 
to bring members before the Hiouse in regular 
and proper order. 


Mr. A. thought the committee had entirely tran- 
scended its power. He ssid nothing was con- 
tained in the resolution to indicate that any mem- 
ber of the House, or any other person, was to be 
tried by the committee; and he contended that the 
House had no power to delegate any authority to 
the committee to try any member, for it was 
the privilege of every member to be heard and 
tried by the House itself. He also insisted on 
a strict construction of the rule in Jefferson’s 
Manual, as necesary for the security of the 
tights of members and their constituents, He 


Hon. John Smith, in the Senate, during the Ad- 
ministration of Mr. Jeflerson, in support of the 
ground he had taken. He hoped there would be 
no deiay in proceeding to an examination of the 
facis; andif the course he had indicated should be 
taken, there would be no need of printing at pre- 
sent, because the report would go to the committee 
to be amended. 

Mr. ELMORE then moved an adjournment, but 
gave way to 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, (the above being passed 
over,) on whose motion the two bills in relation to 
the issuing of Treasury notes, then, in Commtttee 
of the Whole‘on the Union, were re-committed to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then, by direction of the 
same committee, reported a “bill to carry into | 
effect the act approved ‘the 12th of October last, 
to anthorize the issuing of Treasury netes;” which 
was read twice and commitied. 

Pending the proceedings of the day, Mr. BELL 
gave notice of a motion to reconsider the vote of 


` President of the 
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House on Jast, by which the “bill for 
the House on Saturday last, by which the “bi 
the relief of the heirs of Dr, Philip Turner, de- 
ceased,” was rejected; which was entered on the 
journal. i 7 : id 
: A message, in writing, was received from. the 
United States, by the hands of his 
rivafe secretary, A. Van Buren, Esq. communi- 
Pung a report. from the ‘Secretary of State on the 
attack upon the steamboat Columbia, by a Mexi- 
can armed vessel, in the gulf of Mexico. 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 
On motion, i 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 23, 1838. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, presented the proceed- 
ings of sundry citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, against 
the Independent Treasury bill: laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. oe 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the President of the United States in answer to the 
resolution of the Senate of the 7th February, 1838; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. i 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented the petition of 
a numberof the citizens of tkat State, who have 
purchased reservations allowed to Creek Indians, 
under the treaty of March, 1832, praying that 
patents may be issued directly to the last purchaser, 
or assignee, instead ‘of being issued, as now done, 
under the regulations of the Executive, to the In- 
dian, or first purchaser only; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also, presented the petition of John M. 
Moore, chief clerk in the General Land Office, ask- 
ing addition compensation for extraordinary servi- 
ces rendered, in said capacity, under the pre-emp- 
tion laws, and as acting commissioner of the General 
Land Office: referred to the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens of Alabama, relative to patents to 
purchasers of Creek reservations, similar to the one 
on the same subject just presented by his colleague, 
and which was referred in like manner, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial of 
the Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wilmington Rail- 
road company, on the subject, reported a bill to 
remit the duties on certain railroad iron imported 
by said company: read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
beén referred the memorial of Laurent Millandon 
and others, of New Orleans, reported a bill to au~ 
thorize them to import an. iron steamboat, in 
detached parts, free of duty; which was also read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill to authorize George Whit- 
man, of Alabama, to import an iron steamboat, in 
detached parts, with the necessary machinery, &c. 
reported the same with an amendment; which was 
read. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the further consi-~ 
deration of the petitions of the Board of Trade of 
Wilmington, Delaware, in opposition to the making 
New Castle a port of. entry, and of, George 
Thompson. : 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
biil. to. extend the charter of the Bank of Alexan- 
dria, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, on leave, introduced a bilt 
making an appropriation for the completion of cer- 
tain roads in Michigan; which was read twice, and 
referred. — 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
benefit of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad com- 
pany;.which was read twice, and referred. 

The bili to prevent the reissuing and circulation 
of ‘the bills and notes, and other securities, of cor- 
porations created by Congress which have expired, 
was. taken up and read the third time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate 
length; in favorof the bill, — 


at 
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Messrs.. PRENTISS, and CLAY of Kentucky, 
severally spoke against it; i . 

And afier some further remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN, in reply to Mr. CLAY, 


The question was taken, and the: bill was passed 


—yeas-27, nays 13, as follows:. ` 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen. Benton, Brown, Bucha-. 
nan; Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Trotter, 
‘Williams, Wright, Young—27. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis King, Merrick, Nicholas, Pren- 


tiss, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, : 


W hite—13. $ aoi 

The following bills from the House were several- 
ly twice read, and referred: . 

The bill making appropriations for the construc- 
tion of the Cumberland ruad, in Ohio, Indiana and 
litinois. : ` 

The bill for the reliefof Benning. 

The joint resolution, authorizing the Secretary 
of War to purchase a site in the District of Co- 
lumbia fora new magazine and keeper’s house. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, April 24, 1838. 

Mr. HOWARD, on leave, made a statement in 
reference to the report of his remarks of last 
evening on the subject of the President’s message 
on the outrage upon the steamer Columbia. He 
had not said that negotiations were pending in re- 
lation to that affair, for such was not the fact, but 
that the more delay there was, the more time would 
be afforded to the Mexican Government to make 


explanations, ve 
: THE LATE DUEL. 

The House resumed the. consideration of the 
motion of Mr. TOUCEY, made under the unani- 
mous direction of the committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the causes which led to the death of the 
late Mr. Cuntey, to print the report of that com- 
mittee, and postpone it till next Monday week. 

Mr. ELMORE, one of the committee, who was 
entitled.to the floor, commenced by defending the 
committee from the censure cast upon them for 
transcending their powers, so far only as the taking 
of testimony was concerned. ; 

Mr. ROBERTSON disclaimed, in what he had 
said, as having expressed any opinion that the com- 
mittee had intentionally violated their duties or 
transcended their powers. He did not censure 
wem in that spirit, but merely maintained that 
they had so transcended. 

Mr. ELMORE continued, and remarked that 
the debate, as it progressed, was based upon an 
assumption of facts which did not exist, viz: that a 
trial was had, and no opportunity afforded for cross- 
examination. He had also been misunderstood as 
vindicating the course the majority of the commit- 
tee had taken. So far as he agreed with them, he 
desired no other vindication than a statement of 
the facts. So far as he differed with them, he was 
prepared to stand by that difference, and sustain 
his own position. If any vindication of the ma- 
jority was necessary, he presumed they were able 
to defend themselves. 

Mr. E. then went into an examination of the ob- 
jections that had been urged against the committee 


tor taking testimony, andcited the case of Senator. 


Smith, of Ohio, which went much farther than this. 
He said, as a member of the select committee, he 
feit compelled to go into the examination, and to 
investigate the evidence, with a view to ascertain 
whether a breach of the privileges of the House 
had been committed, or not; and he never felt him- 
self able to answer that question until the testimony 
was closed; and then, upon an examination into 
that testimony, he was prepared to report that the 
privileges of the House had been violated, and by 
whom; but he was not prepared to go further, and 
report any resolution as to what should be the ac- 
tion of the House thereupon. So far he differed 
from the majority. He had no particular objection 
to any course the House might be disposed to take 
on the question of postponement. 
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was, had the committee gone into.an examination, 


or taken the slightest particle of evidence, net hav- 
- ing a bearing upon the subject they were directed - 


to investigate? -That was not averred.- But. it 
was said that the committee had transcended: the 
powers of such acommittee, and, if they had done 
so, which he maintained they had not, whose fault 
was it? Not of the committee, but of the House. 
The House had armed them with power, and di- 


rected them what to do, and the country was | 


awaiting the result of their investigation with the 
deepest anxiety, as might be inferred from the 


mass of petitions that had been sent there on the- 


subject. f 

Mr. L. also went on to show that, ia reporting 
the resolution, the committee -had only performed 
its legitimate functions; for even if the resolution 


` was silent on the point, the many petitions sent by 


the House to them, containing, as they generally 
did, a prayer for the expulsion of certain persons, 
were in the nature of obligatory instructions to re- 
port some definite action, in case the testimony 
sustained the allegations set forth. 

He then went into a review of the case of Arm- 
strong, cited by Mr. Roserrson, from Grey’s Par- 
liamentary Debates, showing, first, that it was at 
least a bad precedent, if it applied; and, secondly, 
that it had no applicability to the case now under 
consideration. 
which the committee acted void, would be not only 
to suppress all this investigation, but to’ deprive 
themselves also of the power of investigation. No 
one complained of the partiality or cerruption of 
the committee, and he expressed himself at a loss 
to perceive any good: reason for resisting the mo- 
tion to print. , 

Mr. GRENNELL remarked that some sugges- 
tions had not been noticed. The motion to post- 
pone and print had been made by the unanimous 
voice of the committee, as had been usual with the 
reports of select committees. The committee, ‘he 
thought, had transcended its powers in the report, 
and it might be proper for the House to stop and 
set the committee right; but whether the motion of 
the committee should be adopted or not, depended 
upon other considerations. He referred to the rule 
of the Manual, and contended that the resolution 
was in strict conformity to that rule and law of the 
House, which he did not believe, as had been ar- 
gued by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Loomis,] was to be treated asa mere dictum, or 
marginal note, imported from abroad, and there- 
fore not binding. On the contrary, he considered 
it equally binding as any other part of the law of 
the House. It was, then, the duty of the commit- 
tee to report in conformity with the law of the 
House and the resolution under which they acted. 
They were called upon to examine the facts and 
make proper deductions, and that, and that only, 
was in their power. They had gone farther, and 
reported arguments, and rules for the final action 
of the House; but they should have stopped short 
at a statement of facts reported to the House. 

In conducting the examination, it would proba- 
bly never appear that the gentlemenimplicated had 
substantial notice to appear before the committee 


as persons charged, to defend their rights, or bring - 


them directly before the House. They had received 
notice to appear, but il was not such notice as to 
put them on their guard as if on trial before their 
peers; and this was important, because they were 
delicately situated, with their rights, privileges, and 
characters at stake. They should have the benefit 
of all doubts; and he thought, that when they came 
in to answer to this decision of the committee, it 
was a judicial decision, involving judicial powers; 
that they would be put unfairly before the House. 
For these reasons, he thought the committee had 
exceeded their powers. He concurred in the opi- 
nion of his colleague, [Mr. Apams] that this report 
should be printed, and laid on the tables of the 
members only in the form ofevidence. The mem- 
bers implicated should have every advantage 
yielded to persons accused in courts of justice. Mr. 
G. then referred to the argument that the memo- 
rials and petitions referred to the committee en- 
larged their powers beyond the resolution, and con- 
tended that they had no effect upon evidence, but 


Mr. LOOMIS remarked that the first question 


To declare the resolution under | 


only showed a certain státe of public opinion, which 


| could not govern-the committee. or the House. in 
- their 


articular action, though no-man-held-in - 
higher: respect than himself, the expression... of 
the public opinion from various sections.and. large. . 
masses of people; but he thought.no one-could pre~ 
tend that petitions praying\for ‘the expulsion of a 
member were to govern.the: action of the House 
unless supported by evidence, and, that in accord» 
ance with the laws of the House. ‘The. petitions 
are entitled to, full respect, for they come from peo- 
ple actuated by the best motives; but it is the duty: 
of the House to protect itself, to punish for con- 
tempt, and to proceed in such matters with all. the 
caution and solemnity of courts of justice, accord- 
ing to law and evidence, not being swayed by. pub- 
lic opinion from strict justice.. . -~ AA fie 
Mr. G. commented upon some of the precedents: 
referred to in the debate, and pointed out differ- 
ences between the respective cases. He concluded 
by saying that he had concurred in the motion of- 
fered by the chairman, but he was satisfied that the 
argument and results ought not to be printed, and. 
unless -those parts of the -report were stricken out, 
he should feel compelled to vote against the mo- 


tioh. i 

Mr. TILLINGHAST remarked, that he would 
not be supposed inclined to suppress investigation. 
He was anxious that the country should. be in- 
formed of the course of the House in the debate, 
of the state of each question, and of the reasons 
assigned by each gentleman for his action upon the 
subject. He pressed upon the House the impor- 
tance of the results involved in the inquiry, and 
urged the members to forget their own. individuali- 
ty, and to act upon high grounds of -moral and le- 
gal principles. He contended, at length, for a 
strict construction of the rule in the Manual, and 
replied to some of the arguments used in the course 
of the debate, urging that it was the duty of the 
committee, so soon as they founda member impli- 
cated, in the course of their investigation, to stop 
at that point, and report that fact to the House. 
He was opposed to postponement, and in favor of 
the proposition to recommit. f 

Mr. POPE referred to former cases of privilege 
in Congress, in which he had participated many 
years ago, and insisted that no precedent existed, 
within his knowledge, of a committee prosecuting 
an inquiry into the conduct of a member of Con- 
gress or a Chief Executive officer, under a general 
power to inquire. They must have the special 
authority and sanction of the House before they 
could advance a step. ` The case of a member was 
a much stronger one than that of the highest func- 
tionary of the Government; for, in expelling a 
member, they were depriving twenty, or perhaps 
fifty, thousand people of their voice and vote in 
that hall. Moreover, the committee had further 
transcended their powers in sending for Mr. 
Graves, Mr. Wiss, and the other persons impli- 
cated. It was also understood that the report and 
testimony had been printed, and he would like to 
know on what authority that had been done. 

Mr. GRANTLAND (a member of the commit- 
tee) would inform the gentleman. It had been 
printed at the request and solicitation of the mino- 
rity of the committee. The chairman and the 
majority at first objected to it, but, at the earnest 
request of the minority, they assented. 

Mr. ELMORE was understood to makea simi- 
lar statement; adding that that course was sanc- 
tioned by the investigating committees of the last 
Congress, and, in the present instance, was intended 
for the benefit of the gentlemen supposed to be im- 
plicated in the investigation. ` 

Mr. TOUCEY stated that when the resolution 
to print the answers of the witnesses, ete. was 
adopted, which was understood to have been with a 
view to the accommodation of others, Mr. T. was 
absent, as was also the member from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Porter.] As soon, however, as the know- 
ledge came to him that the clerk. of the committee 
had been authorized to employ a printer, he [Mr. 
T.] acquiesced in it; and a printer was so. employed 
by their clerk, and the evidence was printed, ashe 
before stated, for the accommodation of those gen» 
tlemen whose situation was supposed to require it. 

With regard to the report of the majority, it wae 


drinted upon ‘the motion; and “at™the trgent:solici= 
tation, of the minority; in opposition to Mr, Ts 
„wish, andin opposition to his suggestions... It was 
-printed and put into the hands: of the members of 
the minority, and upon it they had: framed thei 
counter reports. 5 ; 
As to the publication of what had appeared. in 
one of the city papers, (the Globe) it might be pro- 
per to state that Mr. Rives, of the firm of Blair 
and Rives; was the printer employed by the com- 
mittee, and hence had access to the report. That 
gentleman spoke to Mr. T. about it yesterday, 


apologizing for what appeared in the Globe, stating 


that he supposed, as the report had been made, that 
the usual course upon it had been taken by its 
being ordered to, be printed, and, therefore, that 
there wasno impropriety in publishing the sub- 
stance of the resolutions. 

Mr. POPE resumed, and opposed the motion to 
postpone and print. He was for quashing the re- 
port, recommitting it, without printing, to a Com- 
mittee on Privileges, and let them report what, in 
their. judgment, ought to be done. 

Mr. PARKER remarked that the objections 
made -to the report were not offered by the persons 
interested, but by the members, the judges, they 
were the persons who, with a slight technicality, 
objected that the course of the committee had been 

‘irregular. The only question he thought was, 
whether the House, as judges, should obtain all the 
information in their: reach, to enable them to 
decide correctly, Without the knowledg® contain- 
ed in the report, the House could not determine 
what kind of examination this committee had insti- 
tuted, whether there had been an ex parle investiga- 
tion, or whether witnesses had been examined on 
both sides, and cross-examined. He examined the 
original resolution, with a view to show that the 
committee, was authorized and required to investi- 
gate all the facts, and report thereon; and he con- 
tended that this involved’the necessity of reporting 
conclusions, : 

Mr. P. contended that it was proper to print the 


report entire, in consequence of the urgent appeals , 


of the community for an investigation; and justi- 

d the reporting of arguments and conclusions, 
by reference to the doings of other select commit- 
tees, which had always been accustomed. to report 
facts'and conclusions. He was unwilling to rely 
upon the jadgment of.. the committee, though he 
had very great confidence in the gentlemen who 
composed it, and because he could not rely upon 

“the decision of the committee, he was desirous to 
have the facts.all. before him, so that he could 
judge for. himself. Fie thought it necessary, to 
enable ‘the ELouse to judge of the whole merits of 
‘the case, that the report should be printed; and if 
‘the examination had been fair, as no one had 
doubted, the printing would also tend to the advan- 
tage of the members implicated. 

Mr. RARIDEN said he felt very much at case 
in regard- to the course the House might think pro- 
per to pursue respecting those reports. If they 
were printed, together with the journal of the com- 
mittee, and the evidence taken, the report signed 
by his friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. GRENNELL] 
and himself, would explain very fully the reasons 
why they could not join the majority in the report 
which they felt it their duty to make... If they were 
not printed, but recommitted to the same commit- 


tee, with the instructions suggested by the gentleman , 


from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] it would be 
adopting and carrying out the original views of the 
minority, as would appear by their report, and so 
he felt indifferent upon the subject. f 

Mr. R. said he did not entertain the same views 
of the power<conferred on the committee by the re- 
solution óf the House that some others seemed to 
do.. He esteemed the detailing of a select com- 
mittee to make inquiry, as was done by the resolu- 
‘tion of the House in regard to the duel and breach 
of’privilege, as a proceeding touching, matters 
‘proposed for the future action of the House; 
that such’ a step was founded in. motives of 
prudetice and economy, and wilh a due regard 
tothe “dignity of- the House, and. the rights 
of individuals:whose conduct might be investigated, 
The appointment-of such a committee seemed to 
him anact'of caution in. the House to guard itself 
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against rashness, and to prevent. its time being 
taken up in necessary preliminary inquiries, in 
order to. satisfy its judgment that it shonld act de- 
finitely upon the subject proposed. This appeared 
to him to-be the object.of raising such committees ; 
and it was in every way. proper, because the House 
was less liable to imposition from that quarter than 


any other; and: the members of such committee | 


were not only responsible to the House for the 
fidelity with which they executed the trust, but 
responsible also.at the bar of public opinion for the 
action the House might be led. to take upon the 


information communicated to. it through such- 


committee. . = 
Entertaining such views of the object of raising 


this committee, the minority assumed the ground, | 


at an early stage of the investigation, that the 
committee would fulfil all that was required of it, 
by reporting to the House. the evidence as it re- 
ceived it without comments of their own, with the 
simple expression of their opinions, that the evidence 
so taken and reported did.or did not prove that the 
privileges of the House had been invaded in the com- 
mission of the acts and circumstances. detailed as 
connected with the death of Jonathan Cilley, without 
indicating to the House what should be its action 
thereon, or the measure or character of the punish- 
ment proper to be inflicted forsuch violation. The 
minority, at least he himself, entertaining those 
views, did not choose gratuitously to compromit his 
judgment, especially where he was not required to 
do so by the House, and he had, therefore, dissentetl 
from the majority. Z =" 

But, said Mr. R. if the journal of the committee, 
the evidence taken, and the several reports, were 
printed. together, he was content. The journal 
would show how full and impartial was the exami- 
nation, and whether of that broad character best 
calculated to elicit the whole trath or not. It 
would show especially what questions were pro- 
pounded to witnesses and overruled by the majori- 
ty, as irrelevant or impertinent, and it will then he 
for the House to judge whether answers to the re- 
jected questions might not have reflected some 
light upon the motives of some of the actors in the 
scene about which the inquiry was set on foot, and 
enabled it the better to have adopted a proper and 
appropriate means of vindicating its rights and 
punishing the offenders. 

Although it may be true that individuals whose 
acts and conduct connected with the duel were 
investigated before the committee were per- 
sonally. present, and put questions to witnesses, 
yet they could not be considered as parties on trial 
before the committee. It had not the power either 
to acquit or convict them of a violation of the pri- 
vileges of the House. It might, by the facts col- 
lected and reported, have accused them to the 
House. But such accusation would not have, 
nor should it have, any force till adopted by the 
House as its act, nor could they, before they have 
been put upon trial. So might the committee have 
advised the House that no breach of privilege had 
been committed, and the House might or might not 
have acquiesced in the advice, as its sense of pro- 
priety dictated, but in no point of view could indi- 
viduals, whose conduct might have been undergo- 
ing investigation before this committee be consi- 
dered a party. The House or the constituency was 
the only party, and the inquiry delegated to the 
committee was for such facts as would enable the 
House to designate whom else, if any one, should 
be made parties to proceedings to be instituted 
against them in the House upon the information ac- 
quired through the committee. 

As to the argumentative report of the majority, 
professing to receive the evidence taken by the 
committee, it can be esteemed only as light tender- 
ed to the House to lead its mind to the same econ- 
clusions with the majority, and certainly no-partot 
the duty required by the House, 

As to the publication of .the report of the ma- 
jority in the newspapers, he knew-not how it hap- 
pened. It was not-by any direction of the commit- 


tee that he was. ever informed of, and he regretted” 
that, in its published form, it (the report) appeared | 
to be the act-of the whole committee, whilst-it-was.- 


well known in the House: that.it“was. the: act’ of 
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four of the committee, adverse to the “opinions of 
three, the residue of the committee, 

‘Mr. TAYLOR adverted to the gradual widening 
of the debate, by members of the. committee, by 
little and. litle- detailing additional occurrences 
before the committee, while the House was kept 
in total ignorance of the.contents of, the document 
detailing. those proceedings. This-alone showed 
the necessity of its being printed. Mr..T. then 


- replied to the, objections’ against the course of the 


committee, insisting that there was neither usurpa- 
tion, assumption, nor transcending. of power, for 
the reference of the duelling. petitions: was an 
imperative direction to them from. the House; the 
petitions closing, as they nearly all did, with a 
prayer for the expulsion of the parties implicated. 
Mr. T. earnestly advocated the motion to print. 

Mr. LEGARE said he had come to. a conclu- 
sion, with which he was satisfied, which he would 
state to the House, and whieh he hoped would in- 
duce the House to come to a decision of the ques- 
tion. He was for sending back the report to the 
committee, with instructions to report the facts, 
without any conclusions or accusations. He con- 
sidered the subject the most important that bad 
come before the House since he had been a mem- 
ber. It was to settle what had been in a most un- 
settled state heretofore, the rule by which the 
Fouse should be governed, in cases where it ex- 
ercised the most despotic power, uniting the func- 
tions of magistrate, jury, and executioner. The 
House. was about to expel a member, to exercise a 
power analogous to the impeaching power, though 
that was prohibited to the House, and the result 
would be to degrade and disfranchise a member 
of the House, and to declare him unworthy of a 
seat in'that body. Be a 

Itwas because the House’ was armed with a 
power so despotic, which might be used for the 
worst party purposes, and might at all times affect 
all parties, that he considered this occasion one of 
tremendous importance and solemnity. He con- 
tended for the rule of common sense, and of law, 
that a party accused shall be confronted withthe 
witnesses; and said that the fundamental princi- 
ples of liberty in the Constitution, that a. man 
shall be tried by his peers, meansialso that he shall 
be heard, and that openly, before the country. Af- 
ter some comment upon varions pointsof the de- 
bate, Mr. L. calledupon the House to stop, where 
they now are, and to settle the law of accusation; - 
that itshould be made the rule, that a member 
should be charged with all publicity, and with an 
accurate specification in form. He hoped the re- 
port would be recommitted, and that every thing 
except a siatement of facts would be stricken out. 

Mr. ATHERTON replied to some observations 
of Mr. GRENNELL, and said that if a strict techinal 
construction of the rule must be maintained, then 
ihe moment the committee ascertained that a mem- 
ber was involved, it was their duty to stop, and re- 
port that fact; and by such a construction, they had 
no right to go on and tale and report evidence. He 
went on to comment at length upon the rule which 
should govera the House, as to be inferred from 
the cases previously referred to in the debate, and 
came to the conclusion that the report ought to be 
printed. 

Mr. SLADE then obtained the floor, and moved 
an acjournment, which did. not prevail—yeas 79, 
nays 83. a ` 

Mr. S. then stated that he should yote against 
the proposition to print, and proceeded to give his 
reasons, when he gave way to 

Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky who moved an 
adjournment; and called for tellers, which were 
ordered. i : 

Mr. LINCOLN asked for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, and the question being 
taken by. tellers, was decided in the affirmative 
yeas 90, noes 58.: 

So: the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
: “Toxspay, April 24, 1838. 
Mr. ‘ROBINSON presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of New York, praying for the 
establishment of a fiscal agency for the Govern- 
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ment, and asking 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, 

The Committee on Revolutionary Claims was 
discharged. from the further consideration of the 
petition of the daughter of Jonas Crane. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which the memorial of the 
heirs of John de Treville, deceased, had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for their relief’; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. ` 

Mr. WHITE presented a communication from 
the War Department, enclosing a report from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the subject of 
the survey and assignment of lands for emigrating 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. f ` 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to. which had been referred the 
petitions of a number of citizens vf Alabama on 
the subject, reported a bill authorizing the issue of 
patents to the last bona fide purchase of Indian 
reservations under the late treaty : read and ordered 
to a second reading. i 

Mr. CLAY, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bill from the House for the 
relief of Jet Fleming, reported the same without 
amendment. 

The bill to establish a pension agency at Mont- 
pelier, Vermont, was taken up and read the third 
time; and after some remarks from Messrs. HIU B- 
BARD, PRENTISS and SWIFT, was passed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial, 
signed, as he said, by members of every class and 
condition of society; some of them members of 
literary institutions, and others merchants, in short, 
all classes of society, in behalf. of the proposed 
amendment of the international copy right law. 
The memorialists supposed, Mr. Clay said, that the 
adoption of the amendment would not only con- 
duce essentially to the interest of American litera- 
ture, but be an act of justice to foreign countries, 
by. reciprocating, in some measure, the benefils 
we have received from them. This subject, 
Mr. C. said, was presented by him to the attention 
of the Senate at the last session, and since then it 
had attracted a great deal of the the public atten- 
tion, several publications having been made re- 
specting it. He had scen several of these publica- 
tions, and he took the opportunity of saying that 
every conviction which he entertained of the pro- 
priety of this measure at the time he first presented 
this subject to the Senate, now remained unshaken. 
The committee to which this subject had beeg re- 
ferred, had had it under consideration for'some 
time, and he believed that they had been waiting 
with very proper motives under a desire that all 
the parties interested should be fully heard before 
making. their report. “But as every thing’ that 
could be said or written on the subject had 
been exhausted, he hoped they would report the 
result of their deliberations to the Senate at an 
early day.. Mr. C. concluded, by moving the 
printing of the memorial, and its reference to the 
Committee on Patents, which was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial, numerously 
signed, on the same subject, which was referred to 
the same committee; together wito a similar memo- 
rial from the professors of the University of Virgi- 
nia, presented at the last session, and not acted on. 

Mr. PRESTON also presented a memorial of a 
similar character, signed by different classes of per- 
sons, booksellers and others. The discussion be- 
fore the public, Mr. P. said, to which the Senator 
from Kentucky had alluded, was mainly between 
authors and publishers, who had supposed them- 
selves to have different interests on this subject, 
authors being of the opinion that their interests 
would be subserved by an international copyright 
law. ‘The discussion had been one of considerable 
warmth, and had run out somewhat into other col- 
jateral matters. Mr. P. believed the Senate had 
already passed the bill asked for, and, as far as he 
could ascertain, public opinion was very generally 
favorable to it, not only in this country, but in all 
civilized foreign countries. A distinguished mem- 
ber had introduced a billof this kind in the British 
Parliament, and had advocated it with much elo- 
quence and ability. In France, also, a measure 


a charter of incorporation : re 
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of the same kind was in progress, and in Germany, 
where it was of more consequence than any where 


-else, because they were the most extensive makers 


of books. Mr, P. would be happy to think that 
the United States had taken the first step on this 
subject, by proposing a general system forthe com- 
munity of nations, and for. the. literary class, who 
exercised a very great control. over public sen- 
timeni.. : 

And there could not be said to have been a more 
favorable time for the adoption of this general mea- 
sure than the present, at the moment when the pub- 
lic mind throughout the world was in astate of re- 
pose, wasin a state of general sympathy and ho- 
mogeneousness, and of general union on subjects 
connected with the happiness and improvement of 
mankind. This was owing to the great degree of 
universal peace, prosperity, and happiness, which 
had existed for the last twenty-five years through- 
out.the civilized world—a degree greater than had 
existed before since the death of the second Anto- 
nine. 

This memorial, Mr. P. said, was, to a great ex- 
tent, from, booksellers and publishers, showing 
that there was now, on their part, a conformity 
with the opinions of American authors on this sub- 
ject. Mr. P. moved that it be printed, and lie on 
the table: which was ordered. . 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of a 
meeting of the Religious Society of Friends lately 
held in Philadelphia, being delegates from the 
members of that society in the four States of Penn- 


sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland,’ 
upon the subject of Indian affairs generally, and . 


expressing their views, Mr. B. said, in the mild lan- 
guage and benign spirit of Christianity. The me- 
morialists express their regrets at the continuation 
of the war in Florida, and their hopes that Congress 
would listen to. the appeals made in behalf of the 
Cherokees. Mr. B. moved that the memorial be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. KING objected tothe printing, on the ground 
that any discussion or agitation of the subject 
might have an injurious effect.. He suggested the 
propriety of laying ıt on the table, as was done in 
the case of a similar memorial presented some time 
ago. Then the Senate, after some little discussion, 
and some little reflection, came to the conclusion 
that it was best todo nothing on the subject. 

Mr. BAYARD said this was a memorial from 
one- among the most excellent societies in the 
United States. It expressed, in general terms, the 
views of the persons composing the Society, and 
the great object was, he presumed, merely to place 
the matter on record. It recommended no mea- 
sure, said not a word in relation to the Cherokee 
treaty, and was entirely free from any of the ob- 
jections made by the gentleman fiom Alabama. 
He was desirous, as a matter of respect to the 
memorialists, that it be printed and laid on the 
table 

Mr. KING said, as the Senator from Delaware 
seemed desirous of the reference and printing, he 
would withdraw all opposition to it The Senator, 
however, was mistaken in supposing that it was 
usual to print memorials of this character. He 


was well aware of the blameless character of the. 


memorialists, of the mildness and forbearance with 
which they expressed their views; he respected too 
the purity of their motives, but in this particular 
question the printing of their memorial could do no 
good, and might possibly lead to excitement, as 
one branch of the subject was already definitively 
settled, and could not be revived without the great- 
est danger. He would, however, withdraw his 
opposition to the motion of the Senator from Dela- 
ware. . 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
ihe Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadel- 
phia, on the subject of keeping open the river Dela- 
ware during the winter; also, recommending that 
New Castle be made a port of entry; also, asking 
the establishment of a winter harbor and the con- 
struction of piers low down. the river Delaware: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B, presented the memorial of Walter R. 


Johnson, praying the establishment. of a national 
institution for the prosecutién of experiments and 
researches in the physical: sciences which are: rë- 
quired- for the. public’ service and for the general 
welfare of thé country: referred ‘to the Committee 
on Patents. = AA AE RE ERs Oh 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committes’.on- Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of mas- 
ters in the navy; which was read, and ordered toa 
‘second reading. : BaT T ES 

On motion of Mr. ROANE,. the bill-to-continte 
the corporate existence of the banks im the District 
of Columbia was taken up, and made the-order of 
the day*for Friday next’. ss 5 0a ; 

Mr. KING, from-the Committee -on Commerce, 
reported: a bill for the “relief of Asa: Armington; 
which was read, and ordered fo a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, the Senate took 
up the bill.supplementary to the act entitled. an 
act to amend an act for the appointment ‘of com- 
missioners to adjust claims to land under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw In- « 
dians. The amendments were agreed to, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING rose to‘inquire of the Senator from 
Mississippi whether they. had proceeded in the 
matter, whether any thing had yet been done, and 
what was the present state of the business, &¢.? 

Mr. TROTTER was happy to state, for the ia- 
formation of his friend from Alabama, that they 
had been very actively engaged. to his (Mr. 'T’s) 
personal knowledge. He had oceasion-to call at 
the point where:the Commissioners were engaged, 
and found that they had examined some ‘sixty or 
seventy cases, and were.diligently proceeding with 
the remainder, which’ would amount. to about 
twelve hundred, Not more than from three to four 
cases Could be examined a day. The ‘testimony 
was taken through interpreters, and was noted 
down by a clerk, which necessarily caused them to 
proceed but slowly, besides rendering the. duty te- 
dious and perplexing. They were ‘progressing 
with as much rapidity as the nature of the business 
would admit, and he kuew they were extremely so- 
licitous to bring the matter to a close. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. PRESTON, 
for the re-annexation of Texas to the United States, 
was taken up as the order of the day; when, 

Mr. PRESTON rose and addressed the Senate 
until past three o'clock on the subject of his resolu- 
tion. He spoke of Texas as a young and-vigcrous 
Republic, that had risen like an exhalation from the 
earth, and destined, at no very distant day, to be a 
grand and glorious empire. Mr. P. glanced at the 
relative condition of Mexico and Texas; the one 
almost a wild and unproductive waste, while the 
other, though but of yesterday, in matters of legis- 
lation, of. jurisprudence, commercial knowledge, 
and agricultural science, was far, very far, in ad- 
vance. And were we to forego the mighty advan- 
lage that was offered'us by the annexation of this 
great country, from the idle dread, and wretched 
scruples which our Northern brethren seemed to 
entertain, lest it would be the means of spreading 
negro slavery? Mr. P. contended, that if Texas 
remained to herself, slavery might be extended; 
but if she were annexed to us, the condition of the 
slave would be improved, while there would be no 
addition to the number. [As soon as the reporter 
can prepare from his notes: this eloquent and forci- 


_ble speech, it will be presented to the public.] 


The Senate went into the consideration of Ex- 
ecutive business; and when the doors were opened, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, April 25, 1838. - 
REPORT OF THE DUELLING COMMITTEE. 
_ The House resumed the unfinished business, be- 
ing the report of the committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the causes which led to.the death of the Hon. 
JonatHan Critmy, late a member of the House, 
the question being on the motion of Mr. Toucey, 
under the unanimous direction of the committee, to 
print and postpone it till Monday week. 
_ Mr. SLADE continued his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the printing of the report, testimony, dc. 
mainly on the ground that it should be first ascer- 


their pow that the objection 
was.a technical one. It was a. sūbstantial 
one, consistent with common sene, and founded 
on the nature of things.” On this point Mr. S. 
dwelt at considerable length, illustrating it by rē- 
ferring to the cource of committees upon other ques- 
tiens, which was always confined within. certain 
rales. In this instance the comniittee had nothing 
to do with ‘trying the individuals implicated, or 
making an argument to prove they were guilty, but 
merely, as grand jurors, to return if there was suf- 
` ficient cause to put them upon their trial. The 
only report they were empowered to make was that 
Mr. Cittry was killed by Mr. Graves in a duel; 
but they should nether have pronounced a verdict 
of guilty, have recommended a punishment, nor 
have made an argument to enforce the necessity of 
the verdict and punishment. Hence he was op- 
posed to the printing of this document, was in favor 
of its being recommitted, and should ‘then be un- 
willing to postpone it. At present, if it was sent to 
the people, it would be promulgating an ex parte 
statement. i 
Mr. TOUCEY again protested against this asser- 
tion, for, so far from the testimony being ea parte, 
every. opportunity was afforded to, all the indivi- 
duals, interested in the examination, to cross exa- 
mine witnesses, and bring others of their own. 

Mr. SLADE explained, that he referred to the 
report as being ex parte, for the people in the fer- 
vor of their feelings, would take it up and make 
up their minds upon it; and hence, if the House 
should, at the end of. the fortnight’s postponement, 
come to a different decision, there would be a con- 
flict of opinion between them and their consti- 
tuenis. , 

Mr. S. in reply to the argument that the peti- 
tións partook of the nature of instructions, admitted 
that,‘though general petitions did, this was not an 
analogous case, because it affected the private 
rights of individual members of the House. 


Mr. FOSTER contended that it was not proper’ 


for the committee to present a mere report of evi- 
degee in a crude, undigested form. They were 
instructed to investigate the facts, and “report 
thereon;” and it was their duty to examine the evi- 
dence, and present it in intelligible order, with such 
remarks as might lead the House. to an intelligi- 
ble decision. He thought the committee had kept 
strictly within the line of their duty. If he sup- 
posed any injustice was done by the committee to 
the persons implicated, he would not vote for the 
printing, The question was, whether the report 
should be printed—not how it came there. He was 
disposed.to.do all justice, and would be the last 
iman to shield a member by mere technicality, such 
as the cobweb technicalities that prevail in courts 
of law. He could not consent to establish techni- 
cal rules to ride over rules of justice. Fle went at 
length into the principles of trials in courts of jus- 
tice, and by impeachment. The rights of the Honse 
to expel.a member, when two-thirds of ihe mem- 
bers thought it proper, was not derived from the 
usages of the British Parliament, nor like those 
usages, from prescription, but arose under the Con- 
stitution; and it was necessary and proper to insti- 
tute freë and full examinations, and not for the 
members to shield themselves under abstruse 
technicalities, so as to avoid those. respon- 
sibilities to which other individuals are liable, 
from the action of the House. He also re- 
ferred to the various petitions, praying for 
investigation, and some of them praying for 
the expulsion of certain members by name, all 
- which were referred to the committee, as a suf- 
cient reason for a full and general report. Such a 
report alone would satisfy the people; and if the 
committee had stopped short, and merely had re- 
ported the evidence, there would have been just 
cause of complaint, and he would have been in 
favor of sending the report back, for the committee 
to complete their duty, as other committees are re- 
quired'to:do. In the case of John Smith in the 
Senate, the committee reported the evidence, with 
a report adhd resolution, and that resolution was the 
foundation’ of all the subsequent action of the Se- 


natë. The’ report and resolution were received - 


‘then, and by the same rule should be received now. 
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He looked upon this as a mere preliminary pro- 
ceeding, and the House had the right and power, in 
their. future action, lto correct any errorsithe commit- 

‘tee may have made, and to receive any additional 
testimony, to enable them to. arrive at a just-con- 
clusion. There was no danger, he argued, of 
members. being treated with injustice by the House; 
their friendly relations and daily social intercourse 
would forbid it. Mr. F. repelled the intimation 
that any members desired to circulate the report to 
injure the standing of any member, or to influence 
his re-election in case he should be expelled. He 
thought no member could be actuated by such un- 
worthy motives. He did not fear excitement in 
the public mind: if there was excitement two 
month ago, it had been allayed; and the inevi- 
table consequence of any excitement which 
might lead to injustice to any individual for 
a time,. was a reaction which would more than 
atone for the momentary injury. There was no 
fear of permanent injustice to any man; and the 
people wanted, and had a right to have, all the 
evidence upcn which the House was called upon 
to act. The question he considered to be, not whe- 
ther the committee had conformed to technical 

. forms, but whether they had done injustice; and he 

hoped the report would be printed, that the House 

might be enabled to judge of the facts and the ar- 
guments, which they could not do as long as it re- 
mained in manuscript. He construed the intention 

of the rule of the Manual to be simply to prevent a 

member being tried, and.pernaps degraded, by the 

report of a committee in secret session, without his 
having any knowledge of it. This was, in no 
sense, such a case; and the rule could not operate. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts said he felt 
no scruples upon the particular point of the printing; 
but he felt some solicitude to know, if the report 
should be postponed for a fortnight, what would be 
the condition in which it would then come up, and 
in what condition some matters in relation to it 
would be found. Witha view to understanding 
sume of these points upon which he felt solicitous 
to have information, he desired to ask some ques- 
tions of the chairman of the committee, and he 
would propound them separately. 

He would first ask the chairman whether the tes- 
timony of the individuals affected by the report, or 
of any of them, had been taken? 


Mr. TOUCEY stated, in reply, that the testimony 
of Mr. Graves was taken upon the application of 
Mr. Wisp, as alleged, for his special benefit; the 
testimony of Mr. Wise was taken at his own re- 
quest, and at his own solicitation; the testimony of 
Mr. Jones was taken without the solicitation of 
any one, but was his own voluntary offer. 


_Mr. WISE wished the chairman to repeat that 
statement. 
Mr. TOUCEY did so. 4 


Mr. WISE wished the chairman also to state the 
fact that the request was not made until after the 
writen testimony of Mr. Graves had been re- 
turned by the committee. 


Mr. TOUCEY stated that the genta interroga- 
tory, put to witnesses, was furnished to Mr. Graves, 
accompanied with a proffer that his testimony, 
his own statement, would’be received by the com- 
mittee. Mr. Graves addressed a letter to the com- 
mittee, accompanying his statement, in which he 
expressed himself as wishing it to be understood 
that the committee had interrogated him, and called 
upon him, to make a statement. The committee 
thereupon returned his testimony to him, and 
adopted a resolution, declaring that it was not the 
intention of the committee to put him under any 
obligations to answer, but simply to give him an 
opportunity, if he chose to avail himself of it. It 
was subsequent to this that a letter was addressed 
to the committee by Mr. Wise requesting that his 
statement might be taken, as necessary to his de- 
fence. That letter was laid before the committee 
was read, and upon it he presented his. statement. 

Mr. WISE would: ask the chairman wheiher a 
different. notification was’ not, written to Messrs. 
Graves, Wise, and Jones, than was written to the 
other witnesses inthe form-of summons? Whether, 


| without the examination of any: testimony, and 
before any testimony was gone ‘into, - it was not“ 


ie a 
we 
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taken for granted by the committee that these per 
sons were to be implicated? i 

Mr. TOUCEY could answer that inquiry, The 
committee, in. the first placè, called “upon Mr. 
Graves, Mr. Wise, and Mr. Jonns, for the corre- 
spondence, which was.presented by the committee. 
It appearing, in that correspondence, that Mr, 
Graves was interested, and that the other gentle- 
men acted as seconds in the duel, a resolution was 
then offered that the interrogatory which was put 
to all the witnesses should be put into their hands, 
and that, if they chose, the committée would re- 
ceive a statement from them. ‘This might not be 
the strict phraseology, but if was the substance. 

Mr. WISE. But there was a difference in the 
notification to them from that sent to the other wit- 
1 @SSES. i 

Mr TOUCEY had stated the fact as he under- 
stood it. 

Mr. FLETCHER. Will the chairman allow 
me to ask if the testimony of those individuals was 
taken under oath? 

Mr. TOUCEY. It was taken under oath, and 
all the witnesses were cross-examined. 

At this stage Mr. TAYLOR rose, and drew the 
attention of the Crair to the irregularity of this 
proceeding, and the Cuarr ruled it out. 

Mr, TOUCEY expressed a hope that he might. 
be permitted to’ make a full statement in reply to 
Mr Ftrercaer’s inquiry, and begged that no one 
would object to it. 

Mr. THOMAS should object, for the obvious 
reason of its irregularity. He understocd these 
interrogatories were propounded in order to obtain 
from the chairman statements of what occurred in 
the committee room. Now it must be foreseen 
that this would be wholly improper. 

The CHAIR stated the ground taken by him in 
the early part of this proceeding. It was, to ex- 
clude all statements of what occurred in the com- 
mittee room, and he had attempted to rule the 
House down to that point. In the progress of the 
debate, however, although in almost every hour he 
had interposed, in as mild and proper a manner as 
he could, by suggesting to gentlemen that. they 
were exceeding the proper limits, the debate 
had gradually slided beyond that point, though, 
to this moment, what ‘had been referred to 
had been spoken of suppositiously, or for the sake 
of argument and illustration, When the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts rose and propounded his 
interrogatory, the Chair did not, at the instant, 
perceive its exact bearing, but he saw enough now, 
however, to make it vety clear that the course of 
the interrogatories was extending the ‘debate too 
far, for statements of what occurred in the commit- 
tee room, or any transactions there, were entirely 
irregular. ; 

Mr. TOUCEY desired to state a. fact in. expla- 
nation. ; 

The CHAIR could not suffer this debate to go 
on, but the House: might, by its unanimous con- 
sent. It was objected to, however, by several gen- 
tlemen. : 

Mr. GRAVES expressed a hope that the range 
of debate would not be restricted, as he desired an 
opportunity of addressing the House on the merits 
of the question. As it would have to be opened, 
he trusted it would be opened at once. 

Mr. FLETCHER resumed, and went om to say 
that he understood that there had been an adjadica- 
tion, and that sentence had in effect been pro- 
nounced. 

Mr. TOUCEY rose to explain. 

Mr. FLETCHER said he had seen in a public 
print a decision, as a part ef the report, that cer- 
tain members had offended, and should be subjected 


_ to certain punishments, and that he took to bean 


adjudication. f 

Mr. TOUCEY was about te explain the acion 
of the committee, when 

The SPEAKER interposed, and, said the report 
must speak for itself. 

Mr. FLETCHER resumed, and said that as to the 
question.of printing, he had nothing to say. But he 
wantedto know, when the subject should come up 
finaly for the action of the House, how he was to 


_ standin relation to the report. He wanted to know 


ifthe members had been puton trial and if they had 
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been heard in theirdefence. If the House was to 
be called upon, when the report should come up.on 
the postponement, to act upon the resolution, as it 
now stands, ‘it would lead to inextricable confusion. 
Taey would be called upon to decide, without-a 
trial, without a hearing, and without the proper 
preliminary steps, whether certain. members of the 
‘House deserved punishment. 

Mr. BOON rose to order: he wished to know, if 
upon the question of printing and postponement, it 


was in order to discuss ‘the punishment. Or how. 


any member could know what was in 

The SPEAKER said it was not in 
cuss the question of punishment. 

Mr. TOUCEY said the first question was, 
whether any member had been guilty of a breach 
of privilege? ; 

‘Mr. FLETCHER said, No: it was a question 
whether a member should be punished. “Was it 
proposed that any member should be put on trial? 

Mr. TOUCEY. Certainly. 

Mr. FLETCHER said if the report recom- 
mended a irial he wouid go for it, but he did not 
understand that there ‘was any such proposition. 
Ás he understood the report as it now stands, there 
wns a resolution of punishment, but no proposition 
tor the trial of any member of the House. It was 
for punishment without trial; and if the House was 
o take up the report hereafter, to act first upon 
that resolution, it would be involved in unavoida- 
ble and inextricable confusion. He wished that 
the report might be so altered now, that the action 
of the House could be practicable; whereas, as the 
report now stands it must be wholly impracticable. 
He desired to have such a course taken with the 
report now as would lead to a resalt directly, with- 
out postponement. There was sucha course, clear 
and definite; and he referred to the case of John 

Smith as a precedent. There the committee took 
testimony, and reported it to the Senate, when the 
accused was pul upon trial before that body de novo. 
That was the course that should be adopted now. 
But as the report now stands, he could see no 
course for the action of the House. It would be 
a mere question of punishment, without trial, wiih- 

. out hearing, without defence, on the part of the 
accused. He wished the House would now put 
the report in some shape, so that the House could 
obtain ihe evidence, and come to a practicable 
action upon it, without a repetition of this debate 
on a matter of form. 

Mr. GRANTLAND remarked, that the commit- 
lee had received a great deal of censure, if not 
abuse, for the manner in which they had conducied 
their proceedings, and, strange to say, from quar- 
ters too who had voted for the resolution. ‘The 
objection had been based on the rule laid down by 
Mr. Jefferson. Now was that rule known when 
the resolution was adopted? If so, why did not 
those cognizant of it call the attention of the House 
to-it, and have the course of the committee di- 
rected under it? Why did not the learned gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, who, above all others, 
had censured the committee, direct the proper 
course of the committee by amending the reso- 
lution? All Mr. G. could say was, that the 
committee had discharged the duty assigned to 
them to the best of their ability. Several of them 
were new members, and but few of them were 
versed in the rules of parliamentary law. If, how- 
ever, any member of the House knew of that rule, 
and did not notify the House of it, but censured the 
committee, Mr. G. should say that that- member 
was far more deserving of censure than the com- 
mittee, or any member of it. 

The committee had also been censured on an- 
other account, and he believed no gentleman who 
had participated in this debate had said ene word 
in extenuation of them. They had been censured 
Yor moving a posipenement of this subject to so 
distant a day, and he had hoped that when the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, who was a member of 
tae committee, [Mr. GRENNELL,] occupied the 
House for a considerable length of time, he would 
have explained to the House why so distant a day 
had been named, because it was done jor the par- 
ticular convenience of the gentleman himself! The 
balance of the committee proposed a much earlier 
day—as early a day as could be named after the 


the report. 
‘order to dis- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


papers were prinied, but that gentleman informed 
the committee that he wished to be absent from thé 
city, and— 7 ` 
The CHAIR requested -the gentleman: _ bstain 
from going into any proceedings before the com- 
mittee. Ti 
. Mr. GRANTLAND explained that several gen- 


tlemen had severely censured the committee, and | 


he could not justify them without referring to what 
had been done there in relation to the. point upon 
which they were threatened. 

Mr. GRENNELL rose to explain. 

Mr. GRANTLAND assured the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that he did not advert to this, 
to censure the gentleman, but to repel the attack 
made upon thecommittee. 

Mr. GRENNELL said that one 
Monday— 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that if any 
thing which occurred in the committee might be 
stated, every thing might. 

Mr. GRENNELL would merely explain, then, 
that he made no request, but stated the fact to the 
committee that he was going to be absent. 

Mr. GRANTLAND, in reply, said he would ap- 
peal to every member of the committee if it was 
not at the suggestion of the gentleman from Mas- 
Sachusetts that the motion for so distant a day was 
adopted? 

In reference to the other point, however, he 
must say, that if blame was attachable any where, 
the House, and not the committee, was to blame. 
The committee had reported, which was what they 
were directed to do, and had made three reports, or 
one report and two counter reports; and he should 
suppose one of them might please, or if neither did, 
the House might amend one of them. But the 
committee were ordered to make a report, and hav- 
ing done so, they were now told they had no right 
to make a report; and this, teo, by those who had 
voted for that very order! Why did they not say 
so at the time? 

It seems that the committee did not think of a 
rule of which nobody else thought; for, if any one 
had known of it, he would have acted with candor 
to have drawn the attention of the House to it. 
Bui they had other instructions than those em- 
braced in the resolution. He held in his hand two 
out of some hundred or more petitions, signed by 
some twenty odd thousand people, perhaps, pray- 
ing for the expulsion of members of the House, 
by name. These two petitions were presented 
by the member from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] 
who had reflected so severely upon the com- 
mittee, and Mr. G. would ask for what purpose 
they were sent to the committee, if tieir prayer 
was not to be acted upon? Why not lay them 
upon the table? Now the committee did consider 
that a strong indication of the will and inten» 
tion of the House, and how could they view it in any 
other light? Ie repeated, that great injustice had 
been done to the committee, but it was no unusual 
thing to do injustice to an investigating com-. 
mittee, for those who disliked the object of the in- 
vestigation generally attacked the committee, and 
tried to divert the object. 

For himself, Mr. G. said, he cared very little 
what course was taken. Efe went into the com- 
mittee perfectly unprejudiced, and he could assure 


week from 
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the House that if any gentleman had brought the 
clause in the Manual to his notice, he certainly 
would have given to it his serious attention; but he 
had never heard of it, and he doubted if ten mem- 
bers of the House had had any knowledge of it. 
All knew that there was nothing about which they 
differed so much as the rules of the House; but 
this was not known, he believed, to one, certainly 
not to ten members of the House, at the time the 
resolution was passed. Had Mr. G. known it, he 
might have given a different direction to the course 
he pursued. 

Mr. BELL went at length into an argument to 
show, that the parties accused had a right to a full 
trial before the House, if they chose to claim it; 
though he supposed the individuals in this case 
would not insist upon the extent of their rights in 
that respect. He also made some remarks to show 


that it was improper to print the evidence, as much 
| so as to print the arguments of the committee. But 


he was authorized to say, that the parties implica- 
ted desired that the evidence might be laid-at once, 
without. delay, before the House and the country. 
Be it favorable or unfavorable, they desired that 
the proofs might be laid immediately before. the 
community. But he considered that this would. be 
a precedent, and that no departure from: the strict- 
est course of such ‘a proceeding should. be allowed, 
unless by general consent.of the House, and the 
parties, and with that fact entered upon ihe journal. 
This he contended was nocessary, inorder to guard 
the rights of members who. may be accused hereaf- 
ter, perhaps in times of high party excitement, 
when ‘political, personal, and vindictive passions 
might be urged on to procure the ruin ofa member 
of the House. : 

Mr. PENNYBACKER said he did not rise to 
make a speech. He wished to make a suggestion 
in relation to a remark that the vote would be ef a 
party cast. He deprecated such a result. He 
hoped the motion to postpone and print would not 
prevail; and he was emboldened to maintain that 


‘opinion. by the assertion of the gentleman from 


Tennessee, [Mr. BeLL,] that the parties had no ob- 
jection to let the House have the full testimony in 
the case.’ He thought the committee had acted in 
good faith, though he believed they had gone a lit- 
tle further.than the law would warrant. He was 
not here when the origina] resolution was passed; 
but if he had been here he should. have voted for it, 
and should act now precisely as if he had 
done so. Mr. P. referred’ to cases. reported 
of trials in the British House of Commons; 
and inferred the necessity of a notice to the House, 
when itis ascertained that a member is. implicated, 
that the Flouse may take such steps as they may 
deem proper; and that the member may ask leave 
to appear before the committee. Such, as he read, 
is the uniform practice of the British Parliament. 
He knew that it was said that the House had in 
their mind’s eye certain members of the House, in 
the passage of the original resolution. But this was 
a judicial proceeding; and it did not judicially ap- 
pear that any such persons were indicated or im- 
plicated. The recollection of the members of ther 
House, who may now understand-the whole sup- 
posed case, would pass away, and nothing would 
remain upon the journal to show to those who 
may come hereafter, that any members were im- 
plicated. .Asthe House was acting, not merely for 
the present, but setting a. precedent fer the go- 
vernment of the future, he hoped the proceed- 
ings would be-corrected, and that some ‘such. re- 
solutions-as had been indicated by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [My. Apams,] might be 
adopted. 

Mr. SERGEANT suggested to the SPEAKER and 
to the House, but particularly to the Speaker, the 
necessity of conforming strictly to the law; because 
it was no justification of a known wrong, that it. 
had been committed in conformity to an order of 
the House, which in itself was contrary to law. 
He a!so looked to the result, if, in case the pro- 
ceedings should be irregular, the House should pass 
resolutions of expulsion and censure, and the mem- 
bers should resist. the execution of the sentence. 
The House was bound to follow the constitutional 
provisions made for the preservation of private 
rights and personal privileges. The party accused 
has a right to be openly charged, and heard in 
his defence in open trial. 

He went at length into an examination of the 
doings of the committee, to show that the law had 
not been conformed to in the proceedings of the 
committee, so as to secure to the members impli- 
cated those rights and privileges, of which the 
House had no power to deprive them. He would 
go so far as to say, that a member accused had 
no right to waive any privilege to which by law he 
is entitled, because all the privileges of the law are 
the property and privileges of every member of 
the House and of their constituents; and it was 
important that in all cases they should be carefully 
maintained and held sacred. 

Mr. BOON called for the reading of the report, 
He wished to know upon what he was called upon 
o vote. ; ; 

_ Mr. BELL objected to the proceeding asa viola- 
tion of the proper course. ` 


The SPEAKER decided: that the question had 
been'settled four years ago ; that no member could. 
be called upon to vote upon a paper which had not 
“been read: Poy itil A 


"Phe Cier having been directed” to “proceed, | 


_. read as follows? > 
: The Committee appointed to investgate the causes which 
|. led to the death of the Hon. Jonathan Cilley, late a 
member of the House of. Representatives, and the cir- 
cumstances connected therewith, and to inquire 
whether there has been, inthe case alluded to, a breach 
of the privileges of the House, and to whom were re- 
ferred sundry memorials upon ihe subject, now ask 
leave to submit iheir cn 
B® port: 


In discharging the trust committed. to them by 
the House of _ Representatives, the committee have 
endeavored implicitly to obey its order, neither 


š 


` stopping short, on the one hand, of the full mea-' 


sure of the duty imposed upon them, nor transcend- 
ing its just limits on the other. They were of the 
opinion that the investigation was instituted solely 
for the maintenance of the privileges of thé House. 
It was not within the province of the House of Re- 
: presentatives to investigate the causes which led to 
the death ‘of one of. its members, or the circum- 
stances which attended it, with. a.view to the pun- 
ishment of any. offender for a high crime or misde- 
meanor. That belongs, in every case, exclusively 
to the courtsof law. Senators and Representatives 
are not privileged from arrest in cases of “ treason, 
felony, and breach of the peace;” and it is a con- 
stitutional provision, that “in all criminal prosecu- 
lions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State 
and district wherein the crime shall have been com- 
-mitted, which district shall have been previously as- 
certained by law; and to be informed of the nature 
-and cause of the accusation; to be confronted by 
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory pro- 
cess for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to 
have the assistance of counsel for his defence.” 
The inquiry, therefore, is directed to one object 
only —-the maintenance of the privileges of the 
House; and the question is, what, in that view, 
were the causes which led to the death of Mr. Cil- 
ley, and the circumstances connected therewith, 
and did they involve a breach of those privileges? 

In pursuing this investigation, the committee 
have examined all. whose testimony, there was 
reason to believe, might be material; and Messrs. 
Graves, Wise, and Jones, members of the House, 
were permitted to attend, and to examine and cross- 
examine the-witnesses; and: the same leave was ex- 
tended to Mr. Menefee, of the House, and to Mr. 
Pierce, of the Senate, at their request.. The entire 
mass of the testimony is now submitted as a part 
of this report. One witness, Daniel Jackson, of 
the city. of New York, who was summoned -to 
attend, and called upon to testify, has neglected to 
obey the requisition, though he appeared before the 
committee, and interrogatories were put to him; 
but, from the position in which he stood, and the 
disclosures of another witness, it was not thought 
worth the time or attention of the House or of the 
committee to notice bim further. 

The iate Jonathan Cilley, a member of the 
EHouse from the State of Maine, fell by the hand of 
William J. Graves, a member of the Elouse from 
the State of Kentucky, in a duel fought with rifles, 
near the boundary line between the District of 
Columbia and the State of. Maryiand, on Saturday, 
the 24th of February last. 

The causes which led to his death are intimately 
conneeted with the proceedings of this House. On 
the 12th of February Mr. Wise, of Virginia, pre- 
sented to the House a publication in the New York 


Courier and Enquiver, charging a member of Con- 


gress. with corruption upon the authority of an 
anonymous writer under the signature of “Ihe Spy 
in Washington;”. and thereupon moved a resolu- 
tion for the appointment of a select committee, 
with power to.seid for. persons and papers, to 
inquire into the charge. Mr. Wise said: “The 
character of: the authority upon which the charge 
is made, is, vouched for.as respectable and authen- 
tic by the editor of the ‘Courier and Enquirer, in 
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charge.” : 

- Mr. Cilley addressed the House in opposition to 
the resolution. In the course of the. debate he 
‘said ‘he said he knew nothing of -this editor: but 
if it was the same editor who had once made grave 


charges,against. an institution of this country, and ` 


afterwards was Said to have received. facilities to the 
amount of some $52,000 from the same institution, 
and gave it his hearty. support, he did not think his 
charges were entitled to much credit in an Ameri- 
can Congress.” - These words, spoken by Mr. 


; Cilley in debate, were strictly in order, were perti- 


nent to the subject under discussion, and “did not 


exceed the: bounds and limits of his place and: 


duty;” and though they implied a doubt inconsis- 
tent with ‘unblemished honor and character in 
the person alluded to, yet Mr. Cilley was justified 
in the use of them, by a report of a committee of 
the House of Representatives, appointed on. the 
14th of March, 1832, to inspect the books and ex- 
amine into the proceedings of the Bank of the 
United States. An extract from the report, made 
by the majority of the committee, and published 
by order of the House of Representatives, is here- 
unto annexed, in which it is stated, that “for six- 
teen months” the New York Courier and Enquirer 
“ was warmly opposed” to the Bankof the United 
States; that-on the 26th of March, 1831, and with. 
in less than nine months thereafter, the bank made 
three loans, amounting “to the sum of $52,975, 
which consisted of notes drawn and endorsed by 
the editors only;” and that “on or about the 8th 
of April, 1831, it (the paper) changed ‘its course 
in favor of the bank,” : 

It was in reference to the facts contained in this 
report, and published to the world by order of the 
House of Representatives, that Mr. Cilley spoke 
the words, which had been already recited; and for 
thus alluding to facts put forth in the published 
documents of the body of which he was a member, 
he was called in question by the editor of the New 
York Courier and Enquirer. James Watson 
Webb, on the 2st of February last, addressed a 
note to him, reciting those words, apprizing him 
that the writer of it was the editor of that paper, 
and concluding with a demand of explanation, 
couched in very explicit terms. 

Gapssy’s Horet,. 
Washington, February 21, 1838. 

Sie: In the Washington Globe of the 12th in- 
stant, you are reported to have said, in the course 
of the debate which took place in the House of Re- 
presentatives on that day, growing out of a publi- 
cation made in the New York Conrier and En- 
quirer—“He (you) knew nothing of this editor; 
but if it was the same editor who had once made 
grave charges against an institution of this country, 
and afterwards was said to have received facilities 
to the amount of some $52,000 from the same in- 
stitution, and gave ithis hearty support, he did not 


think his charges were entitled to much credit in an 


American Congress.” 

Ideem it my dnty to apprize you, sir, that I am 
the editor of the paper in which the letter from the 
“Spy in Washington,” charging a member of Con- 
gress with corruption, was first published; and the 
object of this communication is to inquire of you 
whether | am the editor to whom you alluded, and, 
if so, to ask the explanation which the character 
of your remarks renders necessary. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. WATSON WEBB. 
To the Hon. JONATHAN CILLEY. . 

This demand of explanation, under the cireum- 
stances which existed, was not susceptible of mis- 
interpretation, and, the sequel proves, was not mis=. 
understood. 
note, having read it, and being fully apprized of its 
contents, and tendered it to Mr. Cilley, in the hall 
of the House of Representatives, while the House 
was in session. Mr. Cilley.declined to receive it, 
and thereupon a” brief correspondence ensued, 
which terminated in -the ‘challenge and death of 


Mr. Cilley by the bearer of this note. = The first. 
note of Mr. Graves. was delivered. by himself to - 


Mr. Cilley, on the same day on which he. bore. the 


note of Webb, that is, on Wednesday, the 2ist of 


whose paper it appears, and the House is called 
upon to defend its honor and dignity against the. 


Mr. Graves was the bearer of this, 


329 
February, 1838; and should have borne. that: date. 
It is as follows: . eos 
i Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, ` 
February 20, 1838... 
Tn the interview which I had with you this morn- 
ing, when you declined receiving from me the note 


-of Colonel J. W. Webb, asking whether you were 


correctly.reporied in the Globe in. what you are. 
there’ represented to. have said of him in this 
House, on. the 12th instant, you. will please say 
whether you did not remark, in substance, that in 
declining to receive the note, you hoped I would 
not consider it, in any respect, disrespectful. to me; 
and that the ground on which you. rested: your: de- 
clining to receive the note was distinctly this: That 
you could not consent to get yourself into personal 
difficulties with conductors of public journals, for 
what you might think proper to say in debate upon 
this floor, in discharge. of your duties as a repre- 
sen‘ative of the people; and that you did not rest 
your objection, in our interview, upon any personal 
objections to Colonel Webb as a gentleman. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. J. GRAVES. 

Hon. JONATHAN ČILLEY. . 

It will be observed that the note which Mr. 
Graves bore, is described by him as the note of 
Colonel: J. W. Webb, asking whether Mr. Cilley 
was correctly reported in the Globe, in what he was 
there represented to have said in the House of Represen- 
fatives, on the 12th instant. But it will be perceived 
that the note itself, though it is thus described by 
Mr. Graves whenever he speaks. of it afterwards, 
does not contain that inquiry. 

‘Mr. Cilley, on the same day, personally delivered 
to Mr. Graves the following note in reply: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 21, 1838. 

The note which youjust placed in my hands has 
been received. In reply, I have to state that in 
your interview with me this morning, when you 
proposed to deliver a communication from Colonel 
Webb, of the New York Courier and Enquirer, I 
declined to receive it, because I chose to be drawn 
into no controversy with him. I neither affirmed or 
denied any thing in regard to his. character, but 
when you remarked that this course on my part 
might place you in an unpleasant situation, I stated 
to you, and now repeat, that I intended, by the re- 
fusal, no disrespect to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JONA. CILLEY. 
Hon. W. J. Graves. 

On Thursday, the day following, Mr. Graves-sent 
his second note to Mr. Cilley, which was delivered 
to him in his seat, during the session of the House, 
by Mr. Menefee, of Kentucky, the latter accompa- 
nying its delivery with an expression of the hope 
that Mr, Cilley would perceive the propriety of re- 
lieving Mr. Graves from a position which was pain- 
fulto him. Mr. Cilley remarked that the note 
should be attended to. It is as follows: 

i House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 22, 1838. 

Sir: Your note of yesterday, in reply to mine of 
that date, is inexplicit, unsatisfactory, and insuti- 
cient. Among other things in this, that, in your 
declining to receive Colonel Webb’s communica- 
tion, it does not disclaim any exception to him per- 
sonally asa gentleman. I have, therefore; to in- 
quire whether you declined to receive his communica- 
tion on the ground of any personal exception to him as 
a gentleman tr a man of honor? A categorical 
answer is expected. 

2 Very respectfully, 

; WM. J. GRAVES. 
Hon. J. Crurey. Lt 

Mr. Cilley, on the same day, returned the follow- 
ing reply, by Mr. Duncan, of Ohio: 

s House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
a se February 22, 1838. 

Sir: Your note of this date has just been placed 
in my-hands... I regret that mine of yesterday was 
iinsatisfactory to you; but I cannot admit the right 
on your part to propound the question to.which you 
ask a categorical answer, and therefore decline an y 
further response to it. $ 

Z Very respeetfully, 
Hon. W. Graves. JONA. CILLEY. 
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On Friday, the 23d of February, Mr. Wise pre- 
sented to Mr. Cilley, at his boarding house, a few 
minutes before.12 o'clock, m.a challenge from Mr. 
Graves,: . . 

a Wasuncton City, Feb. 23, 1838. 

_ As you have declined accepting a communica- 
tion which I bore to you from Colonel ‘Webb, and 


as. by your note of yesterday you have refused to ` 


decline on grounds which would’ exonerate me 
from all responsibility growing out of the affair, I 
am left no other alternative but to ask that satis- 
faction which is recognised among gentlemen. My 
friend, Hon, Henry A. Wise, is authorized by me to 
make the arrangements suitable to the occasion, 
Your obedient servant, 

WM. J. GRAVES, 

Hon, J. Ciuuey. 


On the evening of the same day, about the hour 
of 5 o'clock, p: m. Mr. Jones, the delegate from 
Wisconsin, delivered to Mr. Graves, in the room 
of Mr. Wise, and in his presence, an acceptance 
of the challenge: j t . 

j > Wasuineton City, Feb. 23, 1838. 

Your note of this morning has been received. 
My friend, Gen. Jones, will “ make the arrange- 
ments suitable to the occasion.” ` 

> Your obedient servant, 
, JONA. CILLEY. 
Hon. W. J. Graves. 


Mr. Jones immediately submitted the following 
propositions to Mr. Wise : 

Wash ncton, February 23, 1838. 

Sir: Mr. Cilley proposes to meet Mr. Graves, 
at such place as may be agreed upon between us, 
to-morrow, at 12. o'clock, me The weapons to be 
used on the occasion shall be rifles; the parties 
placed side to side at 80 yards distance from each 
other; to hold the rifles horizontally at arm’s 
length, downwards; the rifles fo be cocked, and 
triggers set; the words to be, “ Gentlemen, ‘are 
you ready?” After which, neither ‘answering 
“ No,” the words shall be, in regular succession, 
“ Fire—one, two, three, four.” Neither party 
shall fire before the word “ fire,” nor after the 
word “four.” The positions of the parties at the 
ends of the line to be determined by lot. The 
second of the party losing the position shall 
have the giving of the word. The dress to be ordi- 
nary winter clothing, and subject to the examina- 
tion of both parties. Each party may have on the 
ground, besides his second, a surgeon, and two 
other friends. The seconds, for execution of their 
respective trusts, are allowed to have a pair of 
pistols each on the ground, but no other person 
shall have any weapon. The rifles to be loaded in 
the presence of the seconds. Should Mr. Graves 
not be able to procure a rifle by the time prescribed, 
time shall be allowed for that purpose. 

Your very obedient servant,” 
. ; GEO. W. JONES. 
Hon. Henry A. Wise. 

About 9 o’clock, p. m. Mr. Wise replied: 

i WASHINGTON, February 23, 1838. 

Sin: The terms arranging the meeting between 
Mr. Graves and Mr. Cilley, which you presented 
to me this evening, though unusual and objection- 
able, are accepted; with the understanding that the 
rifles are to be loaded with a single ball, and that 
neither party is to raise his weapon from the down- 
ward horizontal position until the word “fire.” 

I will inform you, sir, by the hour of 11 o’clock, 
a. m. to-morrow, whether Mr. Graves has been able 
to procure a. rifle, and, consequently, whether he 
will require a postponement of the time of meeting. 

Your very obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE. 
Hon. Gro. W. Jones. 

About 8 o’clock, a.m. on the 24th, Mr. Jones 

left at Mr. Wise’s room the following note, to wil: 
Wasninaton City, D. C. 
February 24, 1838. 

Sir: I will receive, at Doctor Reilly’s, on F street, 
any communication you may see proper to make 
me, until 1] o'clock, a. m. to-day. 

Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. JONES. 


Hon. H., A. Wise. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


: Dr. RerLLY’s, P’strest, | 
; . _ February 24, 1838, 10 o'clock, à. m: 
Sm: l have called at this place, in conformity 
with your-note of this morning, to inform you-that 
Mr. Graves has not as yet been able to procure a 
rifle and putit in order, and cannot be ready by 12 
o’cloek, m. to-day. He is desirous, however, to 


have the meeting to-day, if possible, and I will in- | 


form you by half-past 12 o’clock, m. to-day, what 
time to procure and prepare a weapon he will 
require. ae 
Very respectfully, &c. 
ee HENRY A. WISE. 
Hon. Grorce W: Jones. ` : 7 
Afterwards, Mr. Jones left at Mr. Wise’s room 
the following note, to wit: 
Wasnineton, 102, a. m. 
i February 24, 1838. 
Your note, dated at 10 o’clock to-day, is received. 
In reply, I have the pleasure to inform you that 
I have in my possession an excellent rifle, in good 
order, which is at the service of Mr. Graves. ` 
Very respectfully, &e: 
GEORGE W. JONES. 
Hon. H. A. Wise. 


Afterwards, Mr. Jones sent to Mr. Wise’s room 
the following note, to wit: 
WASHINGTON, 
February 24, 1838, 11, a. m. 
Sir: Through the politeness of my friend, Doctor 
Duncan, I now tender to you, for the use of Mr. 
Graves, the rifle referred to in my note of 104,a. m3 
this morning. : i ` 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. JONES. 
Hon. H. A. Wiss. 


And with this note a rifle and powder-flask, and 
balls, were leftat Mr. Wise’s room. . 

The rifle was procured. by Mr. Jones, and sent 
by him to Mr. Wise, in accordance with a previous 
request of Mr. Wise, or in consequence of a con- 
versation between them. Mr. Jones says it was 
in striet accordance with the request of Mr. Wise: 
and Mr. Wise says he had a conversation with Mr. 
Jones upon the subject, requested Mr. Jones to in- 
form him where one could be obtained, and has no 
doubt that it was in consequence of this conversa- 
tion that Mr. Jones sent the rifle, and that he acted 
with the best motive in sending it. 

Mr. Wise having received the last note, called 
on Mr. Jones, and informed him that Mr. Graves 
had procured another rifle, and would be ready 
for the meeting at 3 o'clock, p.m. The parties 
met by arrangement on the road to Marlborough, 
in Maryland. Mr. Cilley wasaccompanied by his 
second, Mr. Jones, by Mr. Bynum of North.Caro~ 
lina, and Col. James W. Schaumburg, as his 
friends, and by Dr. Duncan of Ohio, as his sur- 
geon. Mr. Graves was attended by Mr. Wise, as his 
second, by Mr. Crittenden, Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and Mr. Menefee of Kentucky, as bis 
friends, and by Dr. Foltz, of this city, as his sur- 
geon; and all procedded thence about 2 o'clock, 
p. m. to the place of mecting. Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Wise immediately marked off the ground. The 
line of fire was at right angles with the rays 
of the sun. The choice of positions fell by 
lot to Mr. Wise, and Mr. Jones had the 
giving of the word. Mr. Wise chose the posi- 
tion at the northwesterly end of the line. The 
distance was about ninety-two yards. There 
was a strong wind falling on the line of fire at an 
angle of about 45° against Mr. Cilley. The posi- 
tion of Mr. Graves was near a wood, partly shel- 
tered by it, and that of Mr. Cilley was on higher 
ground, and in the open field. The calibre of Mr. 
Graves’s rifle was nearly twice as large as that of 
Mr. Cilley’s, and would receive a ball of about 
eighty to the pound; while the rifle of Mr. Cilley 
would receive a ball of about one hundred and 
thirty-two to the pound. - Mr. Calhoon and Mr. 
Hawes, both members of the House from Ken- 
tucky, were at some distance off as spectators. 
Mr. Wise had two rifles on the ground, one of 
which, not being loaded, remained, by consent, in 
one of the carriages. The hack drivers were on 
the ground; and two other persons, (Grafton 
Powell and James F. Brown,) were present, with- 
out the consent of either party or their friends. 


Shortly-after 3 o'clock, p.m. the parties exchanged 


| shots, according to the’ terms of meeting. Mr. 


Cilley fired first, before he had fully’ elevated: his 
piece; and Mr. Graves fired one or two seconds 


afterwards. Both missed. Mr: Grayés could not 
have reserved his fire, had- he been disposed: to 
do so. Beas i ; 


The friends. assembled: at..the request. of Mr. 
Wise, and Mr.. Jones inquired. of Mr. Wise 
whether his friend (Mr: Graves] was satisfied? Mr. 
Wise immediately said: “Mr. Jones, these ‘gentle- 
men. have come - here: without: animosity. towards 


each other; they are fighting merely upon a point 


of honor; cannot Mr. Cilley assign some reason for 
not receiving at Mr. Graves’s hands: Col. ‘Webb’s 
communication, or make some disclaimer which 
will relieve Mr. Graves‘from. his position?” - Mr. 
Jones replied: “While the challenge is impending, 
Mr. Cilley can make no explanations.” Mr. Wise 
said: “The exchange of shots suspends the chal- 
lenge, and the challenge is suspended for explana- 
tion.” Mr. Jones, thereupon, went to. Mr. .Cilley 
and returmec; and after a few words in regard to 
putting in writing what had been and: might be 
said, Mr. Jones proceeded to say: “I am authorized 
by my friend, Mr. Cilley, to say, that in declining 
to receive the note from Mr.. Graves, purporting 
to be from Colonel Webb, he meaùt no disrespect to 
Mr. Graves, because he entertained for him then, 
ashe now does, the highest respect and’ the must 
kind. feelings; but that he declined to receive the 
note, because he chose not to be -drawn into any 
controversy with Colonel Webb,” or, “he refuses 
to disclaim disrespect for Colonel Webb, because 
he does not choose to be drawn into an expression 
of opinion as.to-him.”. Both expressions were 
used in the course of the conversation. Af- 
ter a consultation on each side, Mr., -Wise 


- said to Mr. Jones, “This answer leaves Mr. Graves 


precisely'in the position in which he stood when 
the challenge was sent.” From an examination 
of the evidence, it will be perceived that, although 
the language made use of by the persons present, 
in narrating what passed on this occasion, is not 
the same, there is yet no substantial difference 
between them. Mr. Cilley re-asserted the ground 
which he had assumed in the correspondence; that 
he declined to receive the note of Webb, because 
he chose to be drawn into no controversy with 
him; that he refused to disclaim any personal ex- 
ception to Webb asa gentleman or. man of honor, 
because he ‘would neither affirm. nor deny any 
thing in regard to: his character; and that in de- 
clining to receive the demand of explanation, he 
had intended no disrespect to. Mr. Graves. Mr. 
Cilley even went farther, and declared that he en- 
tertained for him the highest respect and the most 
kind feelings. The position of Graves was, there- 
fore, not changed, except so far as the peril of life 
by Mr. Cilley'in defence of his own position, and 
the subsequent voluntary avowal of the highest re- 
spect and the most. kind feelings for the individuat 
who had put him in jeopardy, may be supposed to 
have changed it. 

Mr. Crittenden says, that it was now “urged on 
the part of Mr. Graves that Mr. Cilley ought to 
make some snch explanation or declaration as had 
been proposed, for the satisfaction of Mr. Graves; 
while on the part.of Mr. Cilley it was urged that 
Mr. Graves ought to be satisfied with the exchange 
of shots, without any such explanation or declara- 
tion.” All the friends of Mr. Cilley urged that 
Mr. Graves should now be satisfied, and that the 
affair should now terminate, without requiring 


‘from Mr. Cilley any further concession beyond 


what he had already made. Doctor Foltz said he 
“thought the affair should end here;. that there was 
no personal ill feelings between the parties; that 
they had both proved themselves men of honor and 
courage; and that Mr. Cilley’s opinion of Colonel 
Webb could not be changed by ‘the further exchange 
of shots or the receipt of wounds.” Mr. Critten- 
den was understood, bf nearly all present, to con- 
cur in these views, though. it seems he did not in- 
tend so to be understood, but acquiesced. with Mr. | 
Wise and Mr. Menefee in insisting that the fight 
should go on, unless Mr. Cilley would make the 
concession which had. been: demanded. Accord- 
ingly the challenge. was. renewed, the parties ree 


ARA ane ase 


sumed! their positions, and again exchanged shots 
in the manner prescribed by the terms of meeting. 
Mr. Graves fired first, before he had fully éleva- 
ted his piece; Mr. Cilley fired about two seéonds 
afterwards. ‘They both missed. Mr. Cilley could 
not have reserved his fire had he been. disposed to 
do-so. Mr. Jones, Mr. Bynum, Mr: Schaum- 
burg, Doctor Foltz, Mr. Wise, and Mr. Fuller, 
thought, from the motions and appearance of Mr. 
Graves, that he -was hit. 
must have another shot.” Mr. Wise says, “he 
positively, peremptorily, and repeatedly insisted 
upon another shot.” 

The seconds and friends again assembled, and 
the challenge was agajmawithdrawn. Mr. Jones 
said, “Mr. Wise, my friend, in coming tothe ground 
and exchanging shots with Mr. Graves, has shown 
to the world that, in declining to receive the note 
of Colonel Webb, he did not do so because he 
dreaded a controversy. He has shown himself a 
brave man, and disposed to render satisfaction to 
Mr. Graves. Ido think that he has done so, and 
that the matter should end here.“ Mr. Wise re- 
plied, in substance:. ‘Mr. Jones, Mr. Cilley has al- 
ready expressed his respect for Mr. Graves, in the 
written cerrespondence, and Mr. Graves does not re- 
quire of Mr. Cilley a certificate of character for 
Colonel Webb; he considers himself bound not 
only to ‘preserve the respect due to himself, but to 
defend the honor of his friend, Colonel Webb. 
Mr. Graves only insists that he has not borne the 
note of aman who is not a man of honor and not 
a gentleman.” “The challenge was again renewed, 
and while the friends were loading the rifles, Mr. 
‘Wise and Mr. Jones walked apart, and Mr. Wise 
asked Mr. Jones “if Mr, Cilley could not assign 
the reason for declining to receive the note of Col. 
Webb, that he [Mr. Cilley] did not hold himself 
accountable to Colonel Webb for words spoken in 
debate?” Mr. Jones replied, that “Mr. Cilley would 
not assign that reason, because he did not wish to 
be understood as expressing the opinion whether he 
was or was not accountable for wards spoken in 
debate.” Mr. Wise then asked Mr. Jones whether 
“Mr. Cilley would not say that, in declining to 
receive the note of Colonel Webb, he meant no 
disrespect to Mr. Graves, either directly or indi- 
rectly?” To which Mr. Jones replied affirmative- 
ly, adding, ‘Mr. Cilley entertains the highest re- 
spect for Mr. Graves, but declined to receive the 
note because he chose to be drawn into no contro- 
versy with Colonel Webb.” Mr. Jones says that 
Mr. Wise took no exception:to*this answer, but 
continued to require other concessions, as stated, 
tobe made: Mr. Wise says that in making that 
proposition he went beyond his instructions; and 
that the propsition and the response to it were not 
communicated to Mr. Graves, but were commu- 
nicated both toMr. Crittenden andto Mr. Menefee. 
Mr, Crittenden says he dues not remember to have 
heard them, nor to have heard of ‘them, during the 
progress of the contest, and that he does net remem- 
bet to Haye given any advice or opinion upon 
them. Mr. Menefee remembers the proposition 
and reply, and positively or by acquiescence gave 
the advice that the reply, thus qualified, was but a 
reiteration, in substace, of the original ground as- 
sumed by Mr. Cilley, and held to be inadmissible 
by Mr. Graves. Mr. Wise had in his possession, 
on the ground, three written propositions, neither 
of which was exhibited, nor their substance sub- 
mitted, in any other manner than as before stated. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Bynum, Mr. Schaumburg, Dr. 
Duncan, and Dr. Foltz, now objected, in the 
strongest language, against the further prosecution 
of the contest, and insisted that it. should now cease, 
and that Mr. Graves should declare himself satis- 
fied. Mr. Crittenden was understood again, by 
nearly all present, to concur in these views; but it 
appears, from his testimony, that he acquiesced in 
the views of Mr. Wise and Mr. Menefee. They 
insisted that the fight should go on, unless Mr. Cil- 


He at once said, “I - 


ley would make the concessions which were de- | 


manded; éither'a direct disclaimer of any- personal 
exception to James Watson Webb, as a gentleman | 
and a, man ‘of: honor, in declining to receive nis | 


note, or an indirect disclaimer, by placing the re- 
fasal to receive it upon’ the ‘ground of: privilege; 


"hoth of which Mr. Cilley, in. the correspondence | 


and throughout the affair upon the field, hadre- 

ceived the fire of his-antagonist. ; 
Immediately previous to the last exchange of 

shots, Mr. Wise.said to Mr. Jones, “If this matter 


fused to do, and, persisting in it, had twice re- | 


is not terminated this shot, and is not settled, I will - 
propose to shorten the distance.” To which Mr. | 


-Jones replied, “After “this shot, without ‘effect, I 


will entertain the proposition.” Mr. Graves had di-- 


rected Mr. Wise, if they missed repeatedly, to pre~ 
vent a prolongation of the affair by proposing 
closer quarters; in,conseqaence of which, Mr. Wise 
made the proposition, which would have aggrava- 
ted the severity of the terms. The rifies being 
loaded, the parties resumed their stations, and fired 
the third time, very nearly together. Mr. Cilley 
was shot through the body. He dropped his rife, 
beckoned to one near him, and said to him, “Iam 
shot,” put both his hands to his wound, fell, and in 
two or three minutes expired. 

Early in the day on which he fell, an agreement 


` was entered into between James Watson Webb, 


Daniel Jackson, and William H. Morell, to 
arm themselves, repair to the room of Mr. Cilley, 
and force him to fight Webb with pistols on the 
spot, or to pledge his word of honor to give Webb 
a meeting before Mr. Graves; and, if Mr. Cilley 
would do neither, to shatter his right arm. They 
accordingly took measures to ascertain whether Mr. 
Cilley was at his lodgings; and finding that he was 
not, they proceeded, well armed, to Bladensburg, 
where it wassaid the duel between Mr. Graves and 
Mr. Cilley was to take place. Before arriving there, 
it was agreed between Webb, Jackson, and Mo- 
rell, that Webb should approach Mr. Cilley, claim 
the quarrel, insist on fighting him; and assure him 
that if he aimed his rifle at Mr. Graves, he [Webb] 
would shoot him [Mr. Cilley] on the spot. It 
was supposed by them that Mr. Graves or Mr. 
Wise, or some of the party, would raise a weapon 
at Webb, whereupon it wasagreed that Webb should 
instantly shoot Mr. Cilley, and that they should then 
defend themselves in the best way they could. 
Not finding the parties at Bladensburg, they fol- 
lowed in pursuit to the old Magazine, and thence 
to the shore of the Potomac, near the arsenal, at 
Greenleaf’s Point, whence, it being after 3 o’c'ock, 
p. m. they returned to the city, to await the result. 
“It is unnecessary to add,” say they, in a statement 
drawn up by Webb, signed by Jackson and Mo- 
rell, and published in the New York Courier and 
Enquirer, “what would have been the course of 
Col. Webb, if Mr. Graves, instead of Mr. Cilley, 
had been injured. Suffice it to say, that it was 
sanctioned by us; and however much we deplored 
it, we could not doubt but the extraordinary posi- 
tion in which he would have been placed would 
have warranted the course determined upon.” It 
is difficult to imagine what is here darkly sha- 
dowed forth, if it be not that, had Mr. Cilley sur- 
vived the encounter with Mr. Graves, and had the 
latter suffered in it, it would then have been the 
fate of Mr. Cilley tokave encountered an a@€assin. 

Such were the material facts and circumstances 
which attended the death of Mr. Cilley. The 
committee, entertaining the opinion that the cause 
of the challenge was the cause of the death of Mr. 
Cilley, have sought for it where it should be found 
ia. the most authentic form, in the correspondence 
of the parties. 

Mr. Cilley declined to receive. the note of Mr. 
Webb, because he “chose to be drawn into no 
controversy with him.” He placed his refusal to re- 
ceive a demand for explanation of the words spoken 
by him in debate solely on the ground of his own 
voluntary election, without assigning any other 
reason. J 
versy?” with Webb. He declared, at the same 
time, that he neither affirmed nor denied any thing 
in regard to Webb's character, in declining to re- 
ceive the note. He declared further, that he-had 
before stated, and now repeated, thai he intended 
by the refusal. no disrespect to Mr. Graves, and 
that he had said this only in-reply to a remark of 
Mr. Graves, that this course might place him in 
an unpleasant situation, > ee 

Mr. Graves, in his second. note, takes but one 


| exception to this first note of Mr. Cilley.. “Tt does _ 


not disclaim any exception to him (Webb) per- 


“Fle chose to be drawn into no contro- 
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sonally as a gentleman.” He says: “ Your note 
of yesterday, in reply to mine of that date, is inéx- 
plicit, unsatisfactory, and insufficient ; among other: 
things in this—that, if your declining to receive 
Colonel. Webb’s communication, it does not dis- 
claim any exception to him, personally, as a gen- 
tleman.” I have, therefore,” he adds, ‘‘ to 


_inquire whether you declined to receive his com- 


-munication on the ground of any personal excep- 
tion to him as a gentleman or a man of honor? 
A categorical answer is expected.” ` 

Mr. Cilley, in his second note, regrets that his 
first was unsatisfactory, but cannot admit the right 
of Mr. Graves to propound the question, and, 
therefore, he declines ary further response to it. 

It is difficult to conceive that Mr. Graves, upon . 
this correspondence of Mr. Cilley, could’ have 
challenged him for intending disrespect to. Mr. 
Graves ; for any such intention was positively dis- 
claimed, and, as appears, in a most unexception- 
able and courteous manner, in reply to a suggestion 
of his own, which called for it; or for affirming or 
denying any thing te regard to the character of Webb, 
in declining to receive his note; for any such 
affirmation or denial is also disclaimed, in equally 
positive terms. Mr.Cilley had declined tu receive 
a call from James Watson Webb, for explana- 
tion of words spoken in debate in the Houge of Re- 
presentatives, and had put his refusal solely on the 
ground that he chose to be drawn into no controver- 
sy with him; but he is pressed further, and interro- 
gated beyond this limit, which he had assigned to 
himself, and.a categorical. answer. is demanded to 
the question whether he declined on the ground of 
any personal exception to Webb as.a gentleman or 
a man of honor. He denies the rigni to interro- 
gate him in this manner for declining a call, which 
his right, and duty, as a member of the House of 
Representatives, and the just maintenance of the 
privileges of that body, required him to decline; and, 
denying the right to iuterrogate, he, therefore, re- 
fused to submit to answer any further. And it was 
because he refused to receive the note, and refused 
to answer any iurther, that he was challenged by 
another member of the same body. es 


This matter is not left open to inference or argu- 
ment. The cause of the challenge appears in a 
manner which precludes alldoubt. It is still further 
specified and avowed by Mr. Graves himself, in his 
own note, which contains the challenge. It is 
stated clearly, unequivocally, and with the utmost 
precision, and is assigned expressly, and in form, 
as the cause for which the challenge is given. ‘4s 
you have declined accepting a communication which 
I bore to you from Colonel Webb, and as by 
your note of yesterday you have refused to decline 
on grounds which would exonerate. me from all 
responsibility growing out of the affair, I am 
left no other alternative but to ask that: satisfac- 
tion which is recognissd among gentlemen.” Mr. 
Cilley, by his “note of yesterday,” had refused 
to answer the guestion to which a ‘categorical. 
answer” had been demanded: that is to say, “whether 
he declined to receive Colonel Webd’s communica- 
tion on the ground. of any personal exception to 
him asa gentleman or man of honor.’ The ground 
of challenge, therefore, is, by Mr. Graves him- 
self, expressly stated to be, that Mr. Cilley de- 
clined to receive the communication from Webb, and, 
by his note of February 22d, refused to answer that 
question, touching ihe honor of Webb. ‘This was the 
open and avowed cause, set forth and presented to 
Mr. Cilley, by. which he was guided, and upon 
which he acted, in a matter involving the utmost. 
extremity ofhuman responsibility. For this cause, 
and for this alone, he was challenged and fell by 
the hand of Mr. Graves; unless it be admissible to 
believe that, after all verbal communication had 
ceased between him and his antagonist, and the 
difference had. assumed the: form exclusively of a 
written correspondence- between them, he was 
challenged and fell for a cause not set up in that 
correspondence, not. put forth as a ground of 
complaint, hot-made known to him: or his friends 
as a matter of grievance, and in regard to which, 
therefore, it may þe- believed, he was profoundly 
ignorant, and bad no opportunity afforded him in 


-any.way of voluntary satisfaction or explanation, 


Nor is there any thing in what subsequently 
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occurred, as’ disclosed by the joint statement of 


which--gives color to a suggestion, that there 


was, at any time afterwards,.a change of the | 


ground of controversy. <. wo 

~ No communication whatever, upon the subject 
of difference, took place between the principals, 
their respective seconds, or friends, after the chal- 
lenge was given, before the first exchange of shots. 
Of course, no change of the ground of contro- 
versy could have eccurred until after Mr. Cilley 
had received the fire of his antagonist, and had ha- 
zarded his life in defence of the position. which he 
had assumed ia the correspondence. After the first 
exchange of shots, as already shown, Mr. Cilley 
re-asserted his original position, and Mr. Wise in- 
sisted that what was then said by Mr. Jones only 


placed “ the affair upon the original grounds,” and ` 


_ left “Mr. Graves precisely in' the position in which 
he stood when the challenge was sent.” There 
was, in fact, no change whatever in the position of 
the parties, except what arose from the circum- 
stance that Mr. Cilley had given Mr. Graves the 
satisfaction demanded of an exchange of shots, and 
from the further circumstance that Mr. Cilley not 
only repeated the disclaimer that he had meant no 
disrespect to Mr. Graves, but positively avowed, 
also, that he entertained for him the highest respect 
and the most kind feelings. 
_ In this state of the controversy the challenge is 
renewed, and Mr. Cilley again puts his life in 
jeopardy. The challenge being once more sus: 
pended, he again insists upon his original position, 
that he had declined to receive the demand for explana- 
tion of the words spoken by him in debate, because he 
chose to be drawn into no controversy with Webb, and 
that he would assign no other reason; and while, on 
the other hand, it was insisted for Mr. Graves that 
he considered himself bound not only to preserve 
the respect due to himself, but to defend the honor 
of his friend, Col. Webb, and that he only insisted 
“that ke had not borne the note of a man who was not a 
man of honor and not œ gentleman,” Mr. Cilley re- 
plied affirmatively to a proposition submitted on the 
part of Mr. Graves, that in declining to receive the 
note, he meant no disrespect to Mr. Graves, either di- 
rectly or indirectly; and declared that he entertain- 
ed the highest respect for him, but declined to re- 
ceive the note, because he chose to be drawn into 
no controversy with Col. Webb. He excluded, 
in direct and positive terms, every possibility of 
disrespect to Mr. Graves, directly or indi- 
rectly, and in effect only insisted on his right 
to decline a demand for explanation of words 


spoken in debate, because he chose to be 
drawn into no controversy upon the sub- 
ject, without assigning any other reason. But 


he was interrogated for another reason, and an- 


other reason was demanded; and for resisting that - 


demand the challenge was again renewed, and he 
fell a victim in defence of what he cenceived to be 
his rights as an individual, or as a representative 
of the people in the House of Representatives. 


` The committee were disposed to pursue this in- 
quiry in every form. Not content with tracing the 
cause of the challenge in the written correspon- 
dence, in the assignment of. reasons for the chal- 
lenge under Mr. Graves’s own hand, and in the 
various propositions which were submitted on the 
field, from the beginning to the end of the contest, 
they proceeded to put to every witness who was 
believed to know any thing upon the subject, the 
direct inquiry, whether “Mr. Graves or his second, 
at any time before Mr. Cilley fell, communicated 
to Mr. Cilley, his second, or attendant friends, that 
a question of veracity between Mr. Graves and Mr. 
Cilley was a point of difficulty to be adjusted?” 
Mr. Jones answered, ‘Certainly not to me, nor to 
Mr. Cilley, at any time, to my knowledge, either 
before or during the day the duel was fought. I 
did not hear of the existence of such a question un- 
til the Sunday or Monday after Mr. Cilley was 
killed. The written correspondence between Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Cilley does not show the existence 
of any such question of veracity” Mr. Bynum 
answered, “l heard no such communication, di- 
rectly or indirectly, from either Mr. Graves or 
his second, made or intimated to Mr. Cilley or 
any of his friends, before he fell.” Mr. Schaum- 


the seconds, or the testimony. of any witness, | 
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burg answered, “I did not understand that there 
was a ‘question of veracity’ between the parties, 
nor was there any conversation on the subject.” 
Dr. Duncan answered, “They never did. to 
my knowledge. I never heard the ques- 
tion of veracity assigned,. during Mr. Cilley’s 
life, as the cause of any difficulty.” . Mr...Pierce 


“answered, “I never held any conversation with Mr. 
Graves, or ‘his second or attendant friends,’ in re- 


lation to: the late fatal duel, nor did I ever hear, 
until subsequently to the 24th of February last, 
‘that any question of veracity between Mr. Graves 
and Mr. Cilley was a point of difficulty to be 
adjusted.” Dr. Foltz answered, “They did not.” 
Mr. Wise answered, “I do not know what Mr. 
Graves may have communicated to Mr. Cilley at 
any time before he fell, as to a question of veracity 
between them. I presume they both knew what 
had passed between them, verbally. I believe 
that I did state to Mr. Jones, or to other 
friends of Mr. Cilley, on the ground, that Mr. 
Graves said Mr. Cilley had assigned to him 
the reason for declining to receive the note 
of Colonel Webb, that he did not choose to be held 
accountable for words spoken in debate.. I think 
I so informed Mr. Jones when I asked him if Mr. 
Cilley could not assign this reason on the ground; 
but of this I am not positive.” Mr. Crittenden 
answered, “Not that I know of. I know of no 
communication between any of these parties other 
than as before stated, so far as I now recollect. 
Whether those communications involve any such 
question it isnot for me to decide; nosuch question 
was made, in terms, that I know of.”. Mr. Mene- 
fee answered, “Mr. Graves had no communication 
of any kind with Mr. Cilley, his second, or atten- 
dant friends, and of course did not communicate to 
them that such a question was a point of difficulty. 
Nor did the second of Mr. Graves, as far as I re- 
member, make such a communication, except so far 
as may be implied from the propositions made by 
him, in connection with the correspondence, &c. 
One, at least, of the friends of Mr. Graves, in the 
presence of his second, made frequent attempts to 
direct the attention of the second and friends of 
Mr. Cilley to the difficulty which was presented by 
the terms of Mr. Graves’s first note (giving his ver- 
sion of what Mr. Cilley had said) and the ground 
which Mr. Cilley had subsequently assumed. But 
it was not referred to, in terms, as a question of 
veracity. It was believed that Mr. Cilley had 
honorable grounds, which would be satisfactory 
to Mr. Graves, and at the same time compatible 
with the truth, which would effect the object, 
without making directly such a question whilst 
efforts were pending to accommodate. Whether 
the views, thus expressed, were communicated to 
Mr. Cilley, [know not. For the character of what 
occurred on this point, so far as I participated in 
it, the committee are referred to my general state- 
ment.” 


Mr. Graves said to Dr. Foltz, on the way to the 
field, “That he had been the bearer of a note 
from Colonel Webb to Mr. Cilley, inquiring if 
Mr. Cilley had been correctly reported in the 
Globe. Mr. Cilley refused to receive the note, and 
declined giving his reasons, which implicated me, in 
consequence of which I challenged him, but I have no 
personal animosity towards him.” Mr. Wise said 
on the field, “Mr. Jones, these gentlemen have 
come here without animosity towards each other; 
they are fighting merely upon a point of honor.” 
“These men have nothing against each other; they 
are merely settling a point of honor.” 

‘This concurrent testimony of all, without ex- 
ception, taken in connection with the written cor- 
respondence, the various propositions and answers 
on the field, and the further fact that Mr. Cilley 
had not been informed that Mr. Graves had under- 
taken to repeatto others any verbal communica- 
tion between them, or that any misapprehension er 
misundestanding existed between them on that sub- 
ject, utterly repels the suggestion, that any question 
of veracity had arisen, or had been made, or was the 
cause of the challenge, or of the death of Mr. Cil- 
ley. Indeed, any misapprehension on that subject 
would have given no more just ground of animo- 
sity, and least of all of the highly vindictive feel- 


ings necessarily aroused by a question of veracity, i 


than the very evident. misapprehension which Mr. 
Graves labored under in regard to some parts of 
the note of James Watson Webb, of whieh. he was . 
the bearer. o: Sis Hie ese PE an 

The committee will not, in justiceto Mr. Graves, 
harbor the. belief, that there were rankling. secretly 
in his, bosom. any. vindictive ‘or. hostile feelings to- 
wards Mr. Cilley, growing-out of any question of 
personal veracity, and prompting-him to carry on 
a deadly warfare under another pretext, hot only 
without a direct and explicit. disclosure of the-real 
cause of difficulty, such as would haye left.no mis- 
apprehension on the mind of: any one, but under 
circumstances which misled. the other party and 
his friends, and left him, under that false impres- 
sion, to the forfeit of his life. ee 

The committee have, therefore, come to the con- 
clusion, that the words spoken by Mr. Cilley in debate 
in the House of Representatives, the refusal of Mr. 
Cilley to receive a demand for explanation of those 
words, and his refusal to assign any other reason for 
it, than that he chose to be drawn into no difficulty upon 
the subject, were the, causes which led to the death of - 
Mr. Cilley, under the circumstances which have 
been substantially detailed. os oo 
* It remains to inquire whether there has. been a 
breach of the privileges.of the House. — 

It is a breach of the highest ‘constitution- 
al privileges of the House, and of the most 
sacred rights of the people in. the person of their 
representative, to demand, ina hostile manner, 
an explanation of words : spoken in debate; to 
be the: bearer.of such a demand; to demand a rea- 
son for refusing to receive it, beyond the mere vo- 
luntary election of the member interrogated; or to ~ 
demand, under any circumstances, any reason at 
all. No member.can be ‘questioned in a hostile 
way, and put to his plea, and- yield to it, without 
subjecting himself to great disadvantages in the esti- 
mation of many, and impairing his influence and 
his usefulness as a member. It is a still more 
aggravated breach of the privileges of the House, 
and of the rights of the people in the person of their 
representative, to challenge a member, and to slay 
him in combat, for refusing to comply with any 
such demand.. It is the highest offence which can 
be committed against either House of Congress; 
against the freedom of speech and of debate therein; 
against the-spirit and the substance of that constitu- 
tional provision, that for any speech or debate in 
either Hotise, the members shall not be questioned 
in any other place, and violates essentially the right 
of perfect immunity elsewhere for words spoken in 
debate here, which is essential to the independence 
of Congress, and to the existence of constitutional 
liberty. And when this offence is committed by a 
member, it calls for the exercise of the highest pow- 
ers of the House to purge itself of the evil, to main- 
tain effectually its rights and privileges, and to pre- 
serve inviolate this immunity, which is guarantied 
by the Constitution, not for the sake of the indivi- 
dual, but for his constituents and for the country. 

The present case is without any circumstance of 
extenuation, A member of the House, in a man- 
ner most strictly parliamentary, on an occasion 
most appropriate, in language most decorous and 
moderate, in defence of the honor of the House 
against an anonymous and unfounded charge of 
corruption, had alluded to the published records 
of former proceedings with perfect truth and ac- 
curacy; had, in obedience to his duty, declined 
a hostile demand for explanation in a man- 
ner in which the committee can discover no cause 
of offence; had, respectfully, with expressions of 
regret, declined to admit the right to interrogate 
him further; had disclaimed ail disrespect, di- 
rectly or indirectly, towards his antagonist, and 
avowed for him the highest respect. and the kindest 
feelings; and, after all this, avowed ‘without hos- 
tility, and against the strongest -protestations of 
others, he was required fatally, to expose himself 
to the third discharge of a rifle.. On the other hand, 
Mr. Graves, a member of the House, voluntarily 
and unnecessarily became the bearer of a demand 
upon another member in attendance, for explana- 
tion of words spoken in debate; he presented it in the 
House while the House was in session;he demand 
ed a reason for the refusal, beyond the voluntary 
slection of that member to be drawn into no diffi- 
culty upon the subject; which being withheld, he 


then challenged. him in this city, and. slew him in | 
this- vicinity, while Congress: was in session. Every | 


step of Mr. Graves in this. progress, ‘involved him 


deeper and deeper in a breach of the privileges | 
of the House, until their destruction was consum- - 


mated in the person of Mr. Cilley. The eye of rea- 
son can discover, in the whole course of Mr. Cilley, 
no offence. towards those who pursued him, ex- 
cept that given by alluding to the records of Con- 
gress, in the faithful and upright discharge of his 


duty as a member, which, justly, could have given. 


ng offence at all. Nor can his death be vindicated 
or excused by any circumstance whatsover, not even 
by that custom, the relic of unenlightened and 
barbarous ages, which was formerly supposed 
to be a proof of some degree of physical courage, 
but is, in fact, a signal monument of the want of 
the higher attributé of moral conrage; which has, 
in these modern times, degenerated into a game of 
chances and a scramble for undue advantages ; 
which can furnish no criterion for truth, justice, or 
honor, and deals out its inflictions of misery most 
severely upon the unoffending and the helpless; 
which is deeply deplored by all men, even those 
who submit to it, and is forbidden, in every stage 
of it, by all law, human and divine. 

"Jt is not necessary, on the present occasion, to go 
into any consideration of the general power of the 
House to punish for breach of privilege; or to in- 
quire into the origin and foundation of that power 
over contempts, which has been asserted by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, from time immemo- 
rial, by every legislative body, by every judicial 
tribunal from the highest to the lowest, and, re- 
peatedly, by one or the other House of Congress, 
and has been recognised as existing in the House 
of Representatives by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Whether it be a power necessary 
to the continued existence of the legislative body, 
or. a power necessary to the free exercise of its 
legislative functions, it is in either case a neces- 
sary power, strictly granted by the Constitution, 
and as fully granted as if it were literally expressed. 
But in the casejof members, the Constitution has 
expressly granted the power to punish for disor- 
derly conduct; and has, also, expressly granted the 
power, with’ the. concurrence of two-thirds, to ex- 
pel a member for any cause which two-thirds of 
the House may deem sufficient. 

The committee, therefore, viewing the breach of 
the rights and privileges of the House, on the part 
of Mr. Graves, to have been an offence of this 
high character, against the vital principle of a de- 
liberative assembly and:of representative Govern- 
ment, feel constrained, by a sensè of duty, to pre- 
sent to the House a resolution that he be expelled 
therefrom. : 

It has been decided by the House of Representa- 
tives, on a former occasion, that it was a breach 
of privilege to send a challenge to a member in at- 
tendance, or to be the bearer of such challenge. 
And it is equally so to act as second to the chal- 
lenger. In the present instance it appears that Mr. 
Wise had no knowledge of the demand of explana- 
tion which was borne by Mr. Graves, and had 
never seen that paper until after the fatal catas- 
trophe.. But having been early consulted by Mr. 
Graves upon the first letter of Mr. Cilley, and con- 
curréd with him in his views of it, he bore the chal- 
lenge to Mr. Cilley, and he acted throughout as 
the second of the challenger, advising and insisting 
that the fight should goon, until Mr. Cilley fell. 
The committee, therefore, deeming him deeply in- 
volved, under the circumstances which this case 
presents, in à breach of the privileges of the House, 
report a resolution that he deserves the decided 
censure of the House, and that he be censurėd ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Jones had no knowledge of the affair until 
the determination of Mr. Cilley had been formed 
as‘to the acceptance of the challenge, and the time, 
mode; ‘weapon, and other preliminaries of the meet- 
ing. ` Buthe was the bearer of the acceptance, and 
acted throughout ás the second of the challenged 
party; and itis the opinion. of the committee that 
he was thereby involved in a breach of privilege, 
and that he be censured. therefor. i 

In regard to. the persons, .not principal nor 
seconds, who were present gn the field, and ex- 


pressed. their opinions at the request ofthe par- 
ties, without having advised, instigated, or procur- 
ed the meeting, however they might be implicated 
in the courts. of law, the committee entertain 
doubts how far they gvould be involved in a breach 
of privilege; and, under a strong conviction that 


‘the power of the House should be exercised, ne- 


ver in a doubtful case, always with. moderation, 
they content themselves with presenting the facts 
and circumstances, so far as those persons are con- 
cerned, without proposing any.action. thereon. 

The committee entertain no doubt that James 
‘Watson Webb has been guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the House; but they also concur una- 
nimously in the opinion, that if there be any real 
ground to believe that a conspiracy to assassinate 
actually existed, as set forth in that atrocious pa- 
per drawn up by him, signed by Daniel Jackson 
and William H. Morell, sworn to by the latter, 
and published in the New York Courier and En- 
quirer, he be left to the chastisement of the courts 
of law and of public opinion, and that the House 
will consult its own dignity and the public inte- 
rests by bestowing upon him no further notice. . 

As soon as the report was read, as the Clerk 
was about to read the resolutions with which it 
concludes,. ‘ 

Mr. WISE asked leave to propound a question 
to the chairman of the committee, in justice to all 
the parties concerned. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired if the reading of the 
whole paper was concluded? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. TURNEY must then object to arresting it 
at this stage. ; 

Mr. WISE would remark to the gentleman that 
the question came in pertinently at that time. It 
was a single question. 

Mr. TURNEY would withdraw it for that pur- 
pose, but he should renew the objection if it arrested 
the reading of the report for any length of time. 

Mr. WISE said it was one of serious import as 
respected himself as second in that affair, or he 
should not have interposed at that time. There 
was a general remark, as would be noticed by the 
House, in the report of the majority in relation to 
the general practice of duelling. Speaking of the 
character of that practice, they speak of it 
generally as a scramble for undue. advantages. 
I merely wish, said*Mr. W. to ask the chairman, 
to ask all the members of the committee, so that 
my remark may not be misunderstood by the 
world, or by any here present or absent, whether 
the least particle of the least conviction existed in 
the mind of any one member of that committee, 
that the least undue, or scramble for undue advan- 
tage, was taken, or attempted to be taken, in this 
fight? Whether the friends of the deceased did not 
think the fight was perfectly fair, and whether there 
was any evidence to show there was any undue 
advantage taken in any way, in any manner, by 
any of the parties? i 

Mr. TOUCEY said I will answer in the most 
positive manner, as far as I know, that it was not 
the intention of the committee, in that general re- 
mark, to make any application of it to this parti- 
cular case, nor to accuse any one on the field 
for any scramble for undue advantage, or any 
thing that would be denominated unfair. Nor was 
there any evidence of any thing of the kind. 

The resolutions with which the report concludes 
were then read as follows: 

Resolved, That Wirum J. Graves,a member 
of this House from the State. of Kentucky, in 
bearing to the late Jonatuan Citiey, then a mem- 
ber of this House, the demand for explanation of 
words spoken in debate, denianding his reasons for 
declining to receive.it, and challenging him, and 
engaging in a late duel with him, which terminated 
in his death, has been. guilty of a breach of the 
privilege of this House. ' f 

And beit further resolved, That the said. W. J.G. 
for said breach of privilege be, and hereby is, ex- 
pelled from this House. pun a 

Resolved, That Hunry A. Wise, in -bearing a 
challenge to the late Jonarman Ciixey, then a 
member öf this House, and acting as a second to 
the challenger in the duel, which: terminated in‘ the 


| death of Mr. CILLEY, has been guilty of a breach 
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of the privileges of this House, and that he deserves 
the decided .censure.of this House, and hereby is 
censured accordingly. Bane 

Resolved, That Gro. W. Jonxs, in acting as. Se- 
cond to the challenged party, the late JONATHAN 
Cituey, then a member of this House, in the duel 
which terminated in his death; has been guilty of a 
breach of the privileges of this House, and that he 
be therefor, and hereby is, censured accordingly by 
this Honse. . a as a 

Mr. HUNTER of Virginia, at thisstage, moved 
an adjournment: lost. ; ` 

The report, or counter-report, of Messrs: GREN- 
NELL and RARIDEN was then read through by 
the Clerk, and having been concluded, i 

Mr. BRONSON moved that the House do ad- 
journ; which motion was carried in the negative. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the report of 
Mr. ELMORE, another member of the select com- 
mittee. 

As soon as the reading of the above report was 
concluded— 

Mr. TOUCEY obtained the floor, and, on his 
motion, . 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, April 25, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Navy Department, enclosing in compliance with 
the. resolution of the 5th of March last, sundry 
documents in relation to Navy Pension agents: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a memorial of a 
bank in Boston, praying to be indemnified for de- 
preciated: bank notes, received from the collector 
of the customs; which together with a communica- 
tion from the collector on the subject, was referred 
to the Committre on Finance. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the petition of Johnson and Shraver, re- 
ported a bill for their relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution, for the purchase 
of an island at the confluence of the St. Peters arid 
Mississippi rivers; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled an 
acttoamend the act for the appointment of com- 
missioners to adjust claims to reservations of land 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830 with 
the Choctaw Indians, was read the third time and 
passed. 

The reportof the select committee, appointed to 
inquire into the charges against the honorable Jonn 
Rucaves (declaring in substance that the said 
charges are wholly groundless). was considered, and 
concurred in. 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, introduced- a bill to 
allow the inhabitants of township eight north, 
range. twenty-one west, to enter a section of land, 
in lieu of the 16th section; which was twice read, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Senate took 
up the bill to establish a board of commissioners to 
hear and examine claims against the United States. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted an amendment, re- 
quiring the solicitor of the board to file written 
arguments in behalf of the United States, when 
required to do so by the board, and prohibiting said 
solicitor from engaging in the practice of the law: 
agreed to. T 

Mr. NORVELL here addresseed the Senate ge- 
nerally in opposition to, the bill. 

Mr. KING expressed his disapprobation at the 
amendment just adopted.. He was of the opinion 
‘that it should be made imperative on the solicitor 
to file answers in behalf of the United States in 
every case, whether required to. do so by the board 
or not; and he intimated his intention of offering an- 
amendment to that effect. att 

Mr. MERRICK replied. He thought that there 
would bea great many cases so plain, and so tri- 
fling in ameunt, as to require no argument. åt- all, 
and where a plain statement of facts would be all 


: that could be: necessary. Mr. M. made a few ad- 
: ditional observations in favor-of the bill. 
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Mr. HUBBARD was opposed to the fifth sec- 
tion altogether. He thought no solicitor would 
be necessary, and that a competent. board of com- 
missioners would be all that. was required. to do 
justice both to the United States and to the claim- 
ants, After some remarks at lep 


the bill, : : 

A debate ensued, in which it was supported by 
Messrs. PRENTISS, HUBBARD, NILES, BU- 
CHANAN, BAYARD, and CLAY of Alabama, 
and.opposed by Messrs, NORVELL, CALHOUN A 
and BENTON. P . 

Mr. TIPTON spoke in favor of the general 
principles of the bill, but was opposed to the high 
salaries provided for. He thought $1,800 each 
would be amply suflicient for the commissioners, 
and $800 for the clerk, instead of $3,000 and 
$1,400. Ifthe friends of the bill, he said, would 
not consent to cut down the salaries, he would 
vote against it. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the 
table, with a view to the appointment of a select 
committee to take into consideration the subject of 
claims on Congress, and to devise’ some mode of 
legislation with regard to them that would remedy 
the evils and inconveniences that had caused the 
introduction of the bill. 

On taking the question, Mr. Canuoun’s metion 
Was rejected—yeas 13, nays 27, as follows: 
` YEAS--Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Lumpkin, Morris, Nor- 
vell, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Trotter, Wright, 
and Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hobbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Pierce, Pregtiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Riggles, Smith of Connecticut, Spence, Swift, 
Tipton, Walker, White, and Williams—27. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY of 


feet SEVIER, HUBBARD, WHITE, and 
NN i 


? 

.Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the 5th 
section, which provides for the appointment of a 
solicitor; and this motion being agreed to, 

Mr. BAYARD moved to amend the bill further 
by making the number of commissioners two, in- 
stead of three. This amendment was also agreed 
to. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the 4th 
section, which allows claimants to appear before 
the Board by counsel: agreed to. 

Mr. MORRIS expressed a wish to address the 
Senate on the subject; but, on account of the late- 
ness of the hour, preferred postponing his remarks 
till to-morrow. i i 

On the motion of this gentleman, then, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Tuorspay, April 26, 1838. 7 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House 
sundry communications, viz: 

1. from the Secretary of the Treasury, tran$- 
mitting a report of the amotnt received from the 
sales of public lands in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, in refetence to the Cumberland Road, 
together with a statement of the amount of money 
appropriated for the Cumberland Road, &c. 

On motion of Mr, BRIGGS, laid on the table. 

2. Acommunication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, correcting an error in a former report in re- 
lation to the date of appointment of the scientific 
corps of the Exploring Expedition. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

3. From the Postmaster General, in relation to 
the number of failures gf the New York express 
mail, to the first of January last. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the 
table. 

4. From the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
report of the irregularities and failures of the great 
western mail, between Washington City and 
Wheeling, within the last three months, together 
with the canses thereof, so far as they are known 
to that Department. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, Jaié 6n the 
table. : 


ngth in support of © 


f 


' 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SERGEANT, on leave, presented a me- 
morial from the Chamber of Commerce, of Phila- 
delphia, praying for appropriations for. repairing 


and improving the harbors of the river and bay of 


Delaware, with sundry accompanying documents, 

which, on his motion, were all referred io the Com- 

mittee on Commerce. © - : Ew oa 
Petitions, on leave, were also “presented -by 


Mr. BOULDIN of Virginia and Mr. LYON of 


Alabama. ; 

Mr. HEROD, on leave, submitted-the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: Do 

Resolved, That the Committee on- the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into-the 
propriety of so changing mail Toute No. 2569, in 
Indiana, as to cause the same to pass through Far- 
mington, in Hamilton county, in said State: 

Sundry Senate bills, on the SPEAKER'S table, 
were, at the suggestion of Mr. BRIGGS, by gene- 
ral consent, taken up, read twice, and referred to 
the appropriate standing committees. l 

THE LATE DUEL. 
The unfinished business being the report of the 


| select committee appointed to investigate the causes 


which led to the death of the late Hon. JONATHAN 
CiLLeY, was then resumed. 

The question still pending was on the motion of 
Mr. Toucry, under the unanimous direction of the 
committee, to print and postpone.the same till 
Monday week. 

Mr. TOUCEY was entitled to the floor, but be- 


į fore he proceeded, Mr, WISE called for the read- 


ing of the remainder of the reports, being the tes- 
timony taken in the investigation. 

The Cierk proceeded till about a quarter past 
3 o'clock, when the Cuar announced that a mes- 
sage was in attendence from the President of the 
United States, and said that with the unanimous 
consent of the House it would be received. 

Mr. SAWYER rose and objected. 

The SPEAKER said it was a very delicate 
question, and hoped it wonld not be raised. 

Mr. SAWYER said he considered the subject 
before the House a solemn farce, and he trusted 
that no business would be interposed before it was 
settled. . ` 

The SPEAKER said he knew of no instance in 
which a message from the Chief Magistrate had 
been refused. It was a delicate question between 
the parliamentary rule, that pending a question of 
privilege no other business could be entertained, 
and the constitutional right of the Chief Magistrate 
to make a communication to the House. Te re- 
peated that he hoped that question would not be 
raised, as the communication would be laid upon 
the table, and would present ‘no obstacle to the 
proceeding of the House. 

Mr. SAWYER said he understood the Chair as 
having decided, that no business. could be inter- 
posed during this proceeding. 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair had decided, 
that according to the parliamentary rule, no busi- 
ness could be interposed, without the unanimous 
consent of the House; and inquired if the gentle- 
man waived bis objection. 

[Cries of leave, leave.] 

Mr. SAWYER said he adhered to his objection. 


The SPEAKER said, that if the Chair was 


_ compelled to decide between the parliamentary 


rule, and the constitutional right of the President 
to send a message to the House at any time, he 
Should decide that the message must be received; 
but he hoped the question would not be raised at 
that time; and trusted the objection would be with- 
drawn. . 

[Cries of leave, leave.] 

Mr. SAWYER then waived his objection; and the 
message was received, by the hands of ABRAHAM 
‘Van Buren, esq. the President’s private secretary. 

Mr. HOWARD gave notice that, before the 
House adjourned to-day, he should ask leave to 
have the message read and referred. 

The reading of the testimony in the duel inves- 
tigation was then resumed, and proceeded in till 
shortly after 4 o’olock, when, on motion of Mr. 
WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

The House adjourned: 


‘pending. in the-Senate..- 


: oe, TN SENATE, c TE 
ico Txurspay, April 27, 1838.5 060° o 
Mr. ROANE presented: the petition of the heirs 
of —-——+; Powell, a surgeon in-the Revolutionary 
army, praying commutation: referred to the:Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims 90° oo os 
Mr. -CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial, 


or rather a remonstrance, signed by a delegation: of . 4 


Cherokee and Choctaw Indians, from ‘the: west of 
the Mississippi, against the adoption of the Territo- 
rial Government, as contemplated. by a:bill now 
These Indians, many of 
whom were educated men,:stated that some. of. the 
tribes were Wild Indians, with whom they -did not 
desire to be. associated. -Opothle Yoholo he was 
personally acquainted with. From information 
he had received in- relation to this- matter, he 
did not know whén that subject. came up, but he 
would move to: postpone the bill indefinitely. He 
would move that the remonstrance be laid on the 
table and printed: The reading of the memorial 
having been called for, the ‘Secretary. read as. fol- 
lows: : ; 

~ Wasninaron Crry, April 26, 1838. 

To the Hon. President of the Senate, and Speaker and 

members of the House of Representatives: 

The undersigned memorialists, having learnt 
since their arrival in this city, that a bill, denomi- 
nated a bill to provide for the security and protec- 
tion of the emigrant. and other Indians. west. of the 
States of Missouri and’: Arkansas,. had: been intro- 
duced, and: is pending before the Senate’ of the 
United States, respectfully beg leave, in’ behalf of 
our nations, to represent to your honorable bodies 
that the provisions therein contained, are calculated 
to excite dissatisfaction and distrust inthe minds of 
our people; and as we have removed.and settled in 
the West, under the firm pledge of the. Govern- 
ment of the United States to protect us, and that we 
should be permitted to remain. free from the opera- 
tions of any State or Territorial laws, we pray that 
Congress will not embrace our nations in the said 
Territorial limits. a 
R. M. Jonrs, Grorce W. Harnins, PIERRE JUZONE, 

Choctaw Delegation. 

OroraLe Youoxo, his x mark; Rouy: MclInrosn, 
his x mark; Fusaatcae Hicco, his x. mark; 
Sircry Cornetty, his x mark; James ISLANDS, 
his x mark; Ne-n1 Yorouo, his. x mark; Jim 
Boy, his x mark. $ : 

In presence. of Jonn McInrosn, Interpreter Creek 
Delegation; Jas. L. ALEXANDER, Barent Duzois. 
Mr: TIPTON said he would oppose’ no. obstacle 

to the printing of the memorial introduced by the 

Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay.] He did not 

know. but he would have presented it himself, if the 

memorialists had asked him to do so. It was not his 
desire to thwart the wishes of any of the Indians, if 
those wishes were honest and proper. 

It was our duty, as he had no doubt it was the 
wish, of every Senator to hear all that.could be 
said for or against the important measure, (the bill 
for organizing the Indian Territory,) which the 
honorable member had told us he would,. when it 
came up, move to lay on the table; but, as states- 
men, we had a right to look into the motives of 
those who present themselves here as memorialists. 
The first inquiry is, who are they, and what their 
object? The Senator has told’ us that he is per- 
sonally acquainted with ;Opothle Yoholo, and some 
others, who had signed the paper read by the Se- 
cretary. I, said Mr. T. am acquainted. with some 
of those whose names are appended to that paper. 
The name and the doings of Opothle Yoholo have 
made an impression on my mind that will never 
escape me. If we review past scenes, we cannot 
but remember that this same man‘was 1h our pos- 
session, and his country was ours, by the laws of 
war,in 1814. - We spared his life, and restored his 
country, and condescended to-purchase that same 
country from his tribe; and we are under obliga» 
tions to find them a permanent home in the country 
west of the Mississippi.. A majority of the. Creek 
tribe have removed to, and located themselves in, 
the country given to them in exchange for: their 
lands east of the Mississippi. eres 


Jones, the Choctaw, whose name is appended w 


the paper in question; is personally known: to me ; 
he:is an educated Indian belonging. tothe Choctaws 
west of the Mississippi ; and what, I would inguire, 


a 


` noe, who left this-a few: days’ since. 


7 


is his businesshere? I hope, said Mr, T. that. my 


honorable friend from Tennessee; {Mr Warts,} will 

inform us what constitutes a part‘of Mr. Jones's 

business in this city at this time. Itwill, I am-fear: 

fal; be found similar to that of Porkes; a Shawa- 

í Me [Porkes} 

belongs ‘to the Shawanoes west, and came here to 

protest against the payment of a debt justly, as I 

have reason to believe, dué from his tribe to @. ©. 
Johnson of Ohio. ‘The commissioner who nego- 
tiated a treaty with the Shawanoes, and stipulated 

with them for the purchase of: their land in Ohio, 

and for their removal west, it seems, told the 

Indians that the Government would pay all their 

debts ; but on an investigation of the claims against 

them, the debts found due amounted to more than 

the value of their lands. - A representation of the 

case was made to the Government, and Congress, 

in 1832, appropriated thirty thousand dollars as an 

additional compensation for their land. The debts 

had been investigated in full council, and acknow- 

ledged to be just, and drafts drawn on the Execu- 
tive for the sam due Mr. Johnson. This paper was 
signed by the chiefs and principal men of the tribe, 

before they left Ohio, but remained unpaid; aad 

another paper, asking the Executive to pay the 

debt, it seems, was prepared and signed by the 

chiefs and head men, and many common Indians 
of the tribe, since they reached their new homes in 

the West.. This paper bears the certificate of the 

Indian agent that it was read, explained, and fully 
understood, by the Indians in council ; and yet this 
Mr. Porkes comes here with a remonstrance, signed 
by some four or five Indians, one of them a chief 
who had signed the papers asking the payment of 
the debt thal Porkes now tells us is anjust. I men- 
tion this case, sir, to show with what caution wee 
should receive petitions or remonstrances coming 
from chiefs, or from persons interested in these 
matters. 

The remonstrance, we are told by the honorable 
member, is signed by the delegation of Creeks and 
Choctaws now in this city. Wil he tell us how many 
of these men are chiefs, and by what authority they 
are here making an effort to control the action of 
this Government? Have they been brought here 
by an accredited agent of the Government to enter 
their protest? . 

Their protest is against a leading measure of the 
late and present Administration. We have, by 
our treaties and laws, promised to secure to the 
Indians'a permanent home west of the Mississippi, 
and to secure them their lands by patent. The lands 
for these tribes have been set off by metes and 
bounds, and patents are’ now being prepared at the 
proper department, and will, in a short time, be 
ready for delivery. And will the honorable mem- 
ber persist in his intended motion to defeat the pas- 
sage of the measure presented by the Administra- 
tion he supports, to protect and preserve the people, 
and to protect our frontier States west of the Mis- 
sissippi? 

Indiana has but little interest in the matter. She 
has but about three thousand within her limits. 
Should they become hostile, and kill one of my 
neighbors, they will be swept from existence with- 
outorders from this-city.. But there is no fear of 
hostility between us and our Indians; they know 
us, and we understand them. Can the honorable 
Senator say as much for his own State? There is 
Still within the limits. of Alabama, Georgia, and 
Tennessee a large body of Indians, possessing not 
the best feelings in the world; with these Indians 
we have treaties in progress of execution. I would 
ask, is there not danger of a rupture in that quar- 
ter, by. countenancing opposition to what we know 
to be the policy of the Government and the wishes 
of the people of all the States east of the Missis- 
sippi? Showld.one drop of blood be shed there, the 
people of. the States interested and assailed will 
massacre their Indian neighbors. The fastnesses 
of theit mountains cannot save them. There are 
wo Swamps OF everglades similar to thorein Florida, 
for the Indians of Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama 
to fiy tò for shelter. 

-IË we desire to be- permanently beneficial to these 
pedple; we tustelevate their habit of thinking or 
of acting, “Fhe gameis all disappearing; they can- 


wot live by “hunting; we: anusi teach them division | 


of property and labor. We mast do more: we 
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should assist them in. establishing a Government, 
and creating offices for the better informed: to as- 
pire to. We must elevate the character of the 
poorer Indians; the readiest way to do this is to 
divide the annuity paid these people agreeably to 
the regulations adopted by the late Administration, 
and practised only by the present, of dividing the 
annuity to the heads of: families, and net to the 
chiefs. ad 

The provisions of the act of 1634, organizing the 
Indian Department, provides that the annuity shall 
be paid to: the chiefs, or to such. persons as they 
may select.. It will be recollected, said Mr. T. that 
when this bill was- before the Senate, I objected to 
that provision. -What T then anticipated has been 
fully sustained by the practical operation of that 
law. Ithas a most ruinous effect upon the chiefs, 
and others who. influence them to permit them to 
receive the money due their tribe in large masses, 
and divide it as they think proper. The poor In- 
dians are too often defrauded out of most or all of 
the money due from our Government. This mode 
of procuring large sums of money has a most 
corrupting influence on the chiefs and those who 
may be in their interest. Officers in the employ of 
our Government can easily influence the chiefs to 
ask leave to visit the seat of Government to com- 
plain of something. that has. been done or left un- 
done. A publicofficer comes along, of course, and 
figures in steamboats and stages, on the way here, 
as the conductor of a delegation of Indians from 
the far West. Here they are intreduced to public 
offices and officers, places of public amusement, 
and in the galleries of the halls of Congress, all at 
the public expense, not to serve the Government or 
to benefit the Indians. No question can arise be- 
tween the United States and the Indians but can 
be as well settled by the agent, if he is a capable 
man, under the direction of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, as by bringing them here. 

Again, sir, said MrT. we have removed a large 
number of Indians from the States east, and have 
placed them on the western border of Missouri and 
Arkansas. We have promised to protect the peo- 
ple of these States from harm; and I have no doubt 
the best mode of saving the Indians, and protecting 
our own people, is to give them a Government, and 
bring them under the influence of laws. 

Of the twenty-eight tribes now in the Territory, 
eleven have expréssed a wish to come into the con- 
federacy, and we have good reason to believe that 
other tribes will sanction the measure, and join the 
confederacy. Do those who remonstrate against 
the passage of the bill that the Senator mentions, 
know that no tribe is affected by the passage of the 
bill? If they do not wish to join them, let them 
remain on their own land, and attend to their own 
business, in their own way, under the protection of 
our Government. Mr. T. said he regretted saying 
so much on this motion to print, but he felt called 
on to expose the conduct of every one concerned in 
getting up this remonstrance. He did not censure 
the honorable member who introduced it; he was 
actuated, no doubt, by good motives; but he al- 
luded to those who bring Indians here to oppose 
the measures of Government, and put words in 
their mouths for that wicked purpose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, rose to make a short 
explanation in reply to the remarks made by the 
Senator from Indiana. He certainly had no in- 
tention of. bringing up a debate now, and he had 
said as little as was necessary to explain the objects 
of the remonstrance. With regard to the bill, to 
which the Senator attached so much importance, he, 
Mr. C. did not understand it as being for the pro- 
tection of Missouri and Arkansas: he understood it- 


to be for the purpose of organizing the Indian Ter- - 


ritory, and that there was a separate and distinet 
bill for the other object. As far as his knowledge 
extended, Mr. C. said, he did think that the honora- 
ble gentleman had..done great injustice to- the 
Creeks, who had drawn up this remonstrance, and 
that he was mistaken in-supposing them.to be any 
part of the hostiles of that tribe inthe late Creek 
war who took the field: -against the State of Alas 
bama. The gentleman did- great: injustice to the 
character of Opothle Yoholo.and-other chiefs. 


Mr. TIPTON said: he -spoke of. the influence 


which the chiefs exerted in the war of 1815, in in- 
ducing the Indians to make war on the persons and 
property of our people. — fs : 

The bill need -not-affect the petitioners, nor any 
other. portion of the tribes who did not desire it. Tt 
would not compel them them to enter into the Con- 
federation, if they wished not todo so. Eleven of 
the tribes asked for a Territorial Government, but 
if any of the tribes wished to remain out, they were 
at liberty to do so. ‘This remonstrance, therefore, 
was entirely uncalled for, and-unnecessary. 

Mr. C. continued. He misunderstood the Sena- 
tor in supposing that he alluded’ to the late Creek 
war, when it was the war of 1813 to which he re- 
ferred. He, Mr. Œ. did not know what was the 
conduct of Opothle Yoholo, Jim Boy and others, in 
that war; he had reference to the late Creek war, in 
which he knew they were fighting on the side of 
Alabama. Under arrangements that he himself 
made with them, they took the field with more than 
1000 warriors, and he well knew the prompt man- 
ner in which they complied with theirengagements. 
With a deliberation of only fifteen minutes, they 
promptly answered that they were ready to take the 
field, and that all they wanted from the whites was 
to’ stand on one side of the swamp, to shoot down 
the hostiles, as they entered on the other side 
and drove them out of it. Now he could 
not forget- the conduct of these chiefs, who had 
performed, in good faith, all that they promis- 
ed. These men were not carried to the West in 
ions, as alluded to by the Senator from Indiana, 
and the Senator was, therefore, mistaken in that 
particular. They were hurried off under the in- 
junctions of General Jesup, by which they had en- 
countered serious losses, as they alleged; and though 
many of them might have been hostiles in 1813, as 
a large portion of the nation were, there was no 
evidence that such was the fact, and it was known 
that much the larger portion of the nation took part 
with the United States, 

These memorialists allude to the fact of a treaty 
with the Choctaws, who, they allege, have always 
been friendly to the whites, in which the induce- 
ment held out to them to remove westward was that 
they should be permitted to govern themselves, by 
their own laws and usages, without any interfer- 
ence whatever on the part of the whites. These 
two tribes came forward, and asked to be excepted 
from the provisions of this bill. He did not know 
that the bill included these tribes, but they did not 
wish to seem to be included init. Mr. C. would 
ask if it was acting in good faith, and in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the treaties with these tribes, 
and was it consistent with the good of the country, 
to force them into this Confederacy, contrary to 
their wishes. He would briefly state how he came 
to be charged with the presentation of this memo- 
rial: He received, in the first place, a message from 
Opothle Yoholo, with whom he had become ac- 
quainted at the late treaty, requesting a copy of the 
bill; this was sent to him; and, after it had been 
explained to him, and to the Choctaws, he sent 
another message, asking for a personal interview. 
A meeting took place in consequence, and, inan- 
swer to his objections, he was informed that it was 
not to him (Mr. C.) he must address himself, but to 
the Congress. of the United States. It was in this 
way he supposed that the petition had come into his 
hands. _ With respect to the bill, if he found it 
obnoxious to the objection stated, he should vote 
against it, or vote to lay it on the table; as he did 
not see the propriety of forming this confederacy 
to be composed of tribes, some of which are not in- 
telligent enough to enter into it, and others, the en- 
lightened ones, being opposed to it altogether. 

Mr. WHITE replied at some length to the allu- 
siens of the Senator from Indiana, and to the 
remarks of the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay,] 
but was not distinctly heard by the reporter. He 
was understood to maintain, that the bill to -which 
the memorialists had alluded. would be the means 


. of securing to, and- protecting in their just rights, 


all. the Indians that-would be embraced in its. pro- 
visions. . It would-also materially. tend. to lessen 


: the expenses of the Government in relation to that 


matter, and finally dispense with them entirely. 
He-sincerely trusted that the bill would not be 


t prejudiced by the remarks which had fallen from 


336 


=—— 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


was to elevate the Indian character, by enlarging 
and cuitivating their moral qualities, by infusing 
in them a proper spirit of self-respect and depend- 
ence upon their own resources, their own individual 
and united exertions. He would give them lands 
in fee simple, and issue patents to them, ‘by which 
means they would be seeured from the pressure 


and intrusion of the whites. The measure, on the | 


part of the Government towards the Indians, was 
a benign and wholesome one: Ii never contem- 
plated to force them ‘into the adoption of its pro- 
visions against their will; they were left free to 
act; they might either come into the measure or 
reject it. Mr. W. expressed a wish, when the bill 
was taken up the other day and postponed, after 
the very excellent speech of the Senator from In- 
diana, [Mr. Tirron,} that when it came to be 
discussed, that it would be brought to a final issue, 
and he would again repeat that desire. He felt 
sorry that any debate had arisen on this question ; 
he did not intend to have opened his lips, nor 
should he, had not he been alluded to in the re- 
marks. He regretted that he had been compelled 
to say so much. Mr. W. concluded by observing 
that he was well convinced that the Senator from 
Alabama would never withhold his vote from that 
bill at the instance of any red people. He was 
persuaded that when that Senator came to examine 
it with his usual care and attention, that he would 
not only give bis vote, but his argument, in favor 
of a measure that he (Mr. W.) believed, before 
God and man, was among the most praiseworthy 
that had ever been entertained by any Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama repeated again that he 
had no idea of bringing on a discussion on this sub- 
ject, and he confessed that he had not prepared 
himself by a critical examination of the provisions 
of the bill to go into its merits. He always felt the 
greatest deference and respect for the opinions of 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee, and placed 
much confidence in his experience and judgment; 
and he should, therefore, give every possible consi- 
deration to the subject. If, on examination, he 
should come to the conclusion that the bill was 
calculated for the protection of the frontiers as well 
as of the Indians, and that simplicity and economy 
in the management of our Indian affairs would be 
promoted by it, he would very cheerfully give it 
his support. 

Mr. SEVIER said there was not a Choctaw chief 

„in the city that he knew of; that those of that na- 
tion who were here were only citizens of the tribe, 
and not chiefs; that one or two of them were mer- 
chants, and that the balance of them were here on 
the private affairs of the nation. So far as he 
understood their business, they had no authority 
from their nation to speak upon this or any other 
general interests of the tribe; and, therefore, he 
must consider their movement in this matter gra- 
tuitous, wholly uncalled for, and calculated to 
thwart the views of the Administration, and do 
great injury, not only to themselves, bnt to the 
other tribes, for whose benefit it is proposed to pass 
the bill. 

With regard to the Creek chief, Opothle Yo- 
holo, Mr. S. said he did not know him personally, 
although he was a neighbor, anda kind of quasi 
constituent of his, and on that account he would, 
in the kindest spirit, take the liberty of giving him 
a little piece of good advice, not only Upon this 
subject, butupon another. I would advise him to 
attend to the business which brought him here, 
and not to meddle in the affairs of the Government. 
One of the first things which he discovered his red 
brother to be driving at, was to get the agent of the 
Government for the Creeks removed. He has ad- 
dressed a letter to you, sir, [Mr. Kine of Alabama] 
and your colleague, requesting your influence with 
the President to get the agent removed, and to get 
another, (one of your constituents, Mr. Abbott,) 
appointed in his place. And what is the reason 
he assigns for wishing this change? -He says that 
the former agent, Mr. Sandford, had promised him 
that he should be consulted upon this subject, ete. 
I will tell my red brother that Mr. Sandford had 
no authority to make him such a promise, and that 


he has got a good agent now, who will please him | 


the Senator. The true policy of the Government {| 


when he knows him, and that my advice to him is; 
to accept him willingly, and say no more upon this 
subject. - oe 3 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama explained.. The Sena- 
tor misunderstood the letter of Opothle Yoholo. 
The writer says that Gen. Sandford, the late agent, 
promised them that he. would previously “notify 
them of his resignation, in order that they might; 
have the opportunity of advising in the appoint- 
ment of his successor. f 

Mr. SEVIER continued. ` From this move- 
ment, and from what we` have just seen, 
he thought his friend was disposed to play 
a great game. He had come here, as he-un- 
derstood, with claims on the Government for 
personal injuries inflicted upon him by the conduct 
of Gen. Jesup; and if his claims were well-found- 
ed, he was disposed to aid him as far as possible. 
The Senator from Alabama has spoken warmly in 
the praise of this Chief, and I am not disposed to 
detract any thing from the eulogy he has received. 
But he must say that he had labored under a great 
misapprehension, if it were true that he had always 
been the friend of the whites. He had thought 
otherwise. He had thought he had been inimical 
to the interests of the whites, and to the friendly 
Creeks. He had always understood that he was 
at the head of those who had murdered old McIn- 
tosh, the unwavering friend of the United States. 
This was the universal impression in our part of 
the United States. It was the impression among 
the Creeks themselves; for Chilly McIntosh, the 
son of the martyr, who is at present one of the 
Chiefs of the Creek Indians, and always the friend 
of the whites, and who had long since removed 
west of the Mississippi, told Yoholo he could not 
stay in his country, and the reason of this was, that 
he had murdered Chilly’s father, some years be- 
fore, on account of a treaty made with the Govern- 
ment. And here I must beg leave to relate a little 
history, as I have had it, and believe it to- be true. 
Chilly had a sister, who seemed more embittered 
against Yoholo, than Chilly himself. She was 
determined he should be punished for his conduct 
to her father. She told Chilly he was a chief and 
warrior, and ought to demean himself as one, and 
as the son of their murdered father, he must with- 
out delay call Yoholo toan account, and decide the 
matter by personal combat; and that if he was too 
pusillanimous to do it, that she would undertake it 
herself. Such was the deadly feud between the 
parties, that Gen. Arbuckle and the superintend- 
ent had to make peace between them. Mr.S, said 
he would advise his friend and guardian constitu- 
ent to attend to his own business, and let the con- 
cerns of the United States alone, for when he found 
him poaching on that manor, he Mr. S. should 
most unquestionably oppose and defeat his propo- 
sition if he could. ` Mr. 8. said that all the other 
tribes combined which had removed, would not 
make up half the number of the Creeks, Choctaws, 
and Cherokees. These men knew very well that if 
the course recommended by the bill was pursued, 
and the individuals of the tribes enlightened, that 
the influence of the chiefs would sink in the dust. 
‘What was the practice with regard to these. annui- 
ties? The nation, by the treaty stipulations, was 
to be paid pro rata or rather per capite, and some 
four or five chiefs generally got the whole, while 
a common Indian never saw a dollar of it. The 
bill reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
was the only measure that would have a tendency 
to correct these evils; and he had not the slightest 
doubt but when his friend from Alabama came to 
investigate the subject, that so far from voting to 
postpone the bill indefinitely, he would be among 
the first to lend it his very able and zealous sup- 
port. : 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama did not wish any erro- 
neous impressions to go abroad with regard to these 
people, who had. thought proper to entrust their 
remonstrance to his'charge. They did not repre- 
sent themselves as chiefs, but as delegates. Opothle 
Yoholo was not sent across the Mississippi in 
irons, though it was true that some of the hostiles 
were. The object of Opothle Yoholo in visiting 
this city was to get indemnity for property lost by 
him in consequence of his being hurried off by the 
agent of the Government before he had time to 


secure it. : He, Mr. C. learned this‘from a very 
high-minded and honorable man, Capt. Armstrong, 
the‘Indian-agent: RU RGSS ED 

` Mr. SEVIER said “that he“ was mistaken in 
supposing that Opothie Yoholo had been sent across 
the Mississippi in irons, though he knew that many 


of the hostiles-were. _ : : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama.. : No, sir;he fought our 
battles, and deserves rather better treatment than 
he receives. Fyne as See 

The memorial was then laid on the table, and 
ordered to-be printed. `- oboe 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that two or three days- 
ago he presented a memorial asking Congress for 
an appropriation to repair the piers at Reedy 
Island, in the Delaware. “The necessity of these 
repairs appeared evident from a correspondence 
between Capt. Valette, of the army and the Secre- 
tary of War.~ He, Mr. B. wished that correspon- 
dence to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce; and he begged leave to call the par- 
ticular attention of the chairman of that committee 
to the subject. The motion was agreed to. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the resolution 
of the Senate instructing them to inquire into the 
expediency of amending. the law of 1830 in rela- 
tion to the importation of railroad iron, moved to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof: 
agreed to. e 2 

Mr. W. also moved that. the said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of two 
memorials from the Chamber.of Commerce of the 
city of New York, asking the establishment of the 
warehousing system, on the ground that the memo- 
rialists did not ask for such a system as the čom- 
mittee believed that Congress would adopt, or that 


it would be wise to adopt: agreed to. : 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the resolution of the Senate inquiring 
into the expediency of refunding to certain mer- 
chants of Mobile the sums paid by them on the 
renewal of duty bonds, moved to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, on the 
ground that it would be inexpedient to legislate on 
the subject without passing a general law em- 
bracing all such cases: agreed to. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which had been referred the bill 
from the House making appropriation for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, “and Minois, reported the same 
without amendment, recommending its passage; 
and gave notice that he should call the bill up at 
àn early day.. ~ : 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief ef Henry H. Marsh; which was, by 
general consent, twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on Pbulic Lands. 

The following resolutions were submitted, and 


| by general consent, considered and adopted: 


By Mr. TROTTER: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Aberdeen, 
by Fulton, to Jacinto, in the State of Mississippi; 
and, also, from Fulton to Russellville, in the State 
of Alabama. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of Te- 
pealing, or modifying, an act for the more equita- 
ble administration of the navy pension fund, pas- 
sed March 3, 1837, with leave to report'by bill or 
otherwise. peeks 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize payment to be 
made to the Missouri volunteers, ‘for their services 
in 1829 and 1836: read, and ordered. to a second 
reading. er a E 

The Senate then proceeded ‘to the discussion of 
the bill to establish a Board. of Commissioners to 
hear and examine claims against the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill was so 
amended that the decision of the Board of Claims, 
together with all the evidence in each case, and: the 
opinion of the board, should be presented.to Con- 
gress during the first ten days of each annual ses- 


sion. . 
i Mr. TIPTON moved to strike out the sum of 


ORE. _ 
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$8000, as fixed for’ the compensation. of each com- 
missioner, and insert $2,500, and on this question 
he asked the yeas and nays, when there appeared 
for the motion 13, against it 23, as follows: ~ 
YEAS—Messrs. 
Lumpkin, Norvell, Prentiss, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, White, 
and Young—12. a i : 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, “Lyon, Merrick, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Rives, Roane; Robinson, Spence, 
Trotter, Williams, and Wright—23. Sen 
„Mr. BENTON moved to further amend the bill 
by providing an eighth section, that no member of 
Congress, or delegate, nor any -person holding an 
office under the United States, should act as attor- 
ney ox. advocate in prosecuting. any claim before 
the board. 


The bill was. warmly advocated by Messrs. 


HUBBARD, BUCHANAN, BAYARD,. and 
others, and opposed by Messrs., MORRIS, CAL- 
HOUN, BENTON, NORVELL, and others. | 
The question was taken: on ordering the dill to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and carried by a vote 
Of 23 to 15, as. follows: 5 . 
YEAS—Messrs.. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama,’ Clayton, Crittenden,. Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, 


Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robinson, P 


Spence, Swift, Tipton, and Williams—3. 
NAYS—Messrs: Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay-of Kentucky, Lumpkin, Morris, Nor- 
vell, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connectient, Smith 
of Indiana, White, Wright, and Young—15. 
The following is the bill, as ordered to be en- 
grossed: 


A, BILL to establish a Board of Commissioners to 
hear and examine claims. against ‘the United 
Bates, a a : 
Be it-enacted by the Senate and House: of Representa- 

tives.of the United States of America in Congress as- 

sembled, ‘That there be, and:hereby is, constituted 
aad. established, aboard of commissioners of'claims, 
whose duty -it shatl be to hear. and. examine. with 
care and diligence.on behalf of the United States 
all claims against. the United States not exclusively 
within the proyince.of the accounting. officers of 
t he Government.to adjust and allow, or which may 
require the special legislation of Congress, and re- 
porta brief statement of each case, with the. facts 
proved, and their opinion thereon, to Congress. 
Sec. 2. And be il further enacted, That. the said 
board shall consist of two commissioners, tobe ap- 
pointed by. the President, by.and with. the. advice 
and consent.of the Senate, who. shall be sworn 
faithfully and impartially to execute the duties of 
their-office according to. their best judgment; and 
shall each receive, as a compensation. for- his :ser- 
vices, the sum of three thousand dollars per annum, 
to.be paid quarterly. The said commissionersshall 
reside and hold.their sessions in the .city:of.: Wash- 
ington, and the said board shall possess the powers 
of.a court, of record for thè purpose of summoning 
witnesses within the District 6f Columbia, examin- 
ing them on oath oraffidavit, preserving order: and 
punishing centempts. : 
. Sec. 3. And be at further enacted, That the 
said commissioners shall have power to make all 
needful rules for the regulation of the proceedings 
before them, and for the taking and: authenticating 
of testimony concerning any claim; and-may, 
whenever in their opinion itmay be reqtisite, issue 

& sommission to take testimony, and “prescribe the 

_ ‘mode of-executing-such commission, and’ the oath 
tó be administered; as well to the: person ‘appointed 
‘to take the të ny-as to the witnesses to be by 


further enacted, That “said 
Sminissions to issue for the 
aniy one of the States or Ter- 


Brown, Clay of. Kentucky, | 
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ritories, or in any foreign country, under such 


| rules, regulations, aud restrictions, as may be pre- 


scribed by the said beard of.commissioners. And 
any person or persons who shall, knowingly and’ 


| wilfully, swear falszly before the said commission- 


érs,.or before any’ person or persons commissioned 
by them, under the provisions of this act, within 
any State or Territory of the United States, or the 
District of Columbia, shall be deemed guilty of per- 
jury, and.on conviction thereof, shall be subject to 
imprisonment at the discrétion of the court before 
which such conviction shall take place, for a term 
of not less than two years nor more than ten. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, 'Fhai the said 


| commissioners shall appoint a clerk, whose duty it 


shall be to attend upon the sittings of the said 
board in person, to keep a docket of all the me- 


| morials filed for the decision of the said board; to 
| make all needful entries therein; and, in all things: 


pertaining to his office, to obey the directions and - 
instructions of the said board; and the said clerk 
shall receive, in. compensation for his services 
herein, the sum of fourteen hundred dollars annual- 
ly,-to be paid quarter yearly. ` =a 

Suc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the con- 
lingent expetises of.said commissioners shall be 
paid. under the supervision of the Secretary of 
State of the United States. l 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the deci- 
sion of said Board of Commissioner, in all cases of 
claims made during the recess of Congress, with 
all the evidence in each case, together with the 
opinion áf the said board, shall be presented to Con- 
gress during the fitstten daysof each annual session. 

Sec. 8. And be ii further enacted, That no mem- 
ber of Congress, or delegate from any Territory, or 
any person holding an office under the United 
States, shall appear before said board as agent, at- 
torney, or advocate in prosecuting a claim, or act 
as such in. any way whatever. 


ae 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 27, 1838. 
RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 
On motion of Mr. HOWARD, and by general: 
consent, the following ‘message from the President 
of the United States, received yesterday, was 
taken up: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
In partial compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 21st ult. calling 
for further information on the relations between the 
‘United States and the Mexican Republic, I trans- 
mit a report from the Secretary of State, to whom 

the resolution was referred. : 

(Signed) M. VAN BUREN. 

_ Washington, 26th April, 1838. i 


[The message was:accompanied by a report from 
the Secretary of State, and a mass of correspond- 
ence. The report set forth the reasons why the 
whole had not been sent in, substantially that all 


eee 


that was most material was furnished; that the 


Whole was very voluminous, and had been received 
at- so jate.a period that there has been insufficient 


: time for translation, &c.] 


On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the whole was 


sreferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


~ The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House 
two Executive communications, viz: ; 

1..From the Postmaster General, in relation to 
an unsettled balance, due from —— Crockett, 
Postmaster at Frankfort, Ky. and Francis P, Blair, 
as security. in. eS i a 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on-the table. 

2. From the Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings, containing copiesof.all-contracts made in his 
office, in the year:1837, -withthe names of the ap- 
plicants. for said. contracts, and-th 
respective bids... we wie 

On motion of Mr‘ WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
referred:to the Committee ón Public: Buildings 


I 


Mr. SERGEANT; on leave, presented some re- 
solutions of the councils of the city of Philadelphia, 
in fayor of the construction of a dry dock at that 
‘place; which were referred to the Commitee on 
Naval Affairs. 


THE LATE DUEL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the committee appointed to investigate the 
causes which led to the death of the late Mr. Cik- 
Ley. The question was on the unanimous motion 
of the committee (inrough Mr. Toucey, the chair- 


- man) to print and postpone it till Monday week. 


The reading of the testimony” was resumed, and 
was concluded at one o’clock. 

Mr. WISE then called for the reading of the 
journal of the committee, saying that he considered 
it all-important to a correct understanding of the 
case. 


The reading was accordingly ordered, and the 
clerk proceeded to read the journal. 
which, having been completed, 


Mr: TOUCEY saii, the House had imposed 
upon the committee a most delicate and responsible 
duty.. The committee had performed it to the best 
of their‘ability, and with fidelity. They had not 
been careful to inquire who would stand by them 
in the House, but they had performed their duty 
with care and impartiality. If it was the pleasure 
of the House to retrace their steps—to.go over 
again.the mass of evidence and memorials pre- 
sented to the committee, it was no part of their duty 
to complain. There are now objections made to 
the publication of the report and evidence; and if 
the objection had any foundation at all, if it was cor- 
rectly taken by the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
Roperrson,] and by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams,] if it was correctly taken at all, 
it goes to annihilate the powers of the committee, 
and all that they have done would: be correctly 
suppressed. That view had not been unobserved; 
it had been repeatetly pressed during the discus- 
sion; and the very gentlemen who took that ground 


| had abandoned it, and now acknowledge that it has 


amount of their =|} 


no application at all to the present case. Iam not 
about to contend that if a standing committee—the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, for instance—should 
be instructed to inquire into a general matter, and 
should find a member involved in a question 
of privilege, that they could go into that in- 
quiry at all. They must report to the House, 
mentioning the member involved in the question 
of privilege, and then the Efouse could give that 
committee, or some other committee, authority to 
inquire. ‘The rule, he said, was'a sound and salu- 
tary rule for the government of such committees, 
but it ought not to be perverted to a case to which 
it has no application at all. If the rule has appli- 
cation, to this committee, there is no half-way 
ground; you must throw the report under the table. 
You should not Jet in one portion—if the rule 
applies—either of the report, or evidence, or jour- 
nal, because the committee had no power at all. 
And though the committee has cause to complain 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] that the committee had -com- 
mitted a greater. breach of privilege than had been 


. committed by those whose hands were imbrued in 


blood, he hoped they would be excused in doing 
so, because they had followed the precedent set by 
him (Mr. A.].in his better days; while he was a 
member of the’other branch of Congress. 

Mr. T. read the rule; and then said the question 
of frivilege was oneto. be decided by the whole 
House. -Itis the privilege of the whole House, 


and is not the peculiar privilege of a member, ex- 


cept as he stands in ‘relation to the whole House. 
Every inember may insist, and must insist, if upon 
‘atrial ‘fora’ question of privilege by the whole 
Honse; anda committee’ is ordered upon a general 
inquiry, they cannot touch such a question, because 
the question of privilege has not been referred to 


“them, They cannot go into an examination se. 
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cretly, and turn a mass of evidence into the House 
like a thunder-bolt. They cannot do it. They 
have no authority. They must report to the 
House.. If the rule has any application whatever 
in this case, the committee had no authority what- 
ever. They could only have reported the fact, (as 
had been mentioned,) the single fact, that these 
members of the House were implicated in the duel 
they were required to investigate. 

But the gentlemen who had pressed the objection 
with the greatest power, abandoned it the next mo- 
ment, and now say the committeehad full power to 
go into the evidence, and throw it into the House in 
the usual form of proceeding of such a committee, 
under the authority of the House. He would say 
the rule had no application in this case, because 


the House had, at the very commencement, refer-- 


red, in express terms, the whole matter to the com- 
“mittee, and ordered them to go into the whole inqui- 
ry, and report upon it to the House. Therefore, 
the order had been strictly complied with—the com- 
mittee had performed their duty fully-and strictly. 
He would maintain their grounds; and he thought 
no gentleman could withhold his assent tu-all, or 
deny any one of them to be true. 
` First. He would say the House had referred, in 
express terms, the whole matter to the committee, 
and had authorized and required them to investigate 
the evidence and the question of privilege, and to 
do all they had done. 

Second. That the committee had acted in perfect 
conformity to every precedent set in either branch 
of Congress, from the commencement down to this 
time. ` 

Lastly, the committee had done no more than 
submit propositions to the House, for its final ac- 
tion; after submitting the whole evidence and ar- 
guments, to be considered by the House as the 
House might deem fit. 

A mass of memorials had been presented to the 
House, praying an investigation into this matter, 
and charging these individuals, members of the 
House, and praying that they might be expelled 
from this body; not only mentioning and describing 
the members, but mentioning them by name. 
Those memorials were referred, and the committee 
was ordered to inquire into the subject matter of 
the memorials, and. report upon the prayer con- 
tained in them ; and they were authorized to send 
for persons and papers, and to inquire into the ques- 
tion of privilege. The original resolution had given 
them that authority for the express purpose of 
inquiry into the question of privilege; and if mem- 
bers were to be named, and were named in the 
very documents referred to the committee, he 
would ask the gentleman, who was still the great 
champion of the right of petition, whether, if such 
documents referred to a particular act, and named 
the parties, if authority would not be granted to 
inquire into all the facts relating to the prayer of 
the memorials, and report whether that prayer 
should be granted or not? No man who was 
versed in parliamentary usage, he thought, could 
entertain a shadow of doubt that the committee 
would be authorized to inquire and report whether 
the prayer should be granted or refused, and also 
to inquire into the question of privilege. Notwith- 
standing some threats which had been thrown out 
that the committee would find it necessary to be 
armed, they had done their duty fully and faith- 
fully, and trusted they would be sustained. 

Mr. WISE begged to ask the chairman, as he 
had alluded to threats, whether he [Mr. W.] had 
at any time-made any : intimation or offer of vio- 


lence to the committee at any time, and he would- 


beg him to state in direct terms. 

Mr. TOUCEY said he would answer. 

The SPEAKER said he would say, in advance, 
that it was not in order to go into any occurrence 
out of the House. 

Mr. TOUCEY said he trusted no gentleman 
would object to his giving an answer. 

Mr. WISE said he should not have asked the 
question, but the chairman had been allowed to 
make the géneral remark, and he hoped, that in 
justice to him [Mr. W.] he would be permitted to 
answer. 

Mr. TOUCEY -said he would not refuse to an- 
swer. He did not refer, however, to any thing 


which had occurred out of the House, but to a re- 
mark in a public debate, which he had not heard 
with pleasure, but which did not leave it at his 
option to decline serving on the committee. In 
justice to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mi. Wise, } 
he would say that his conduct to the committee was. 
decorous and proper, and courteous in the highest 
degree; and, to his knowledge, no member of the 
committee had the slightest objection to that gen- 
tleman’s deportment. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made an explanation of 
a former remark made.by him, which was alluded 
to by Mr. TOUCEY. : 

Mr. GRAVES said the reply of the chairman to 
the inquiry of the gentleman from Virginia had 
been confined to him alone, leaving the inference 
that some threat might have been used by hie [Mr. 
G.J] or some other person. He would beg the chair- 
man to state whether he was implicated ‘in the in- 
timation. 

Mr. TOUCEY had not made the reply broader, 
beeause the question was not broader. If any im- 
plication arises from his remark, he would give to 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Graves] the 


Same answer as-he had given to thé gentleman 


from Virginia (Mr. Wisz.] 

Mr. T. then said that the House, knowing the 
transaction to be investigated, and knowing that 
members, and members only, were implicated; 
having made it the subject of debate in the House; 
and having clothed the committee with full powers 
to prosecute an inquiry, the committee had done 
their duly. Now if the House should turn round, 
and tell the committee they had exceeded their du- - 
ty, after having charged them with so delicate and 
responsible a duty, he should acquiesce, but he 
would protest that it would be done in defiance of 
every principle of justice and Parliamentary prac- 
tice. He concluded by referring to, and comment- 
ing upon, several cases of breach of privilege in 
Congress, toshow that they sustained the course of 
proceeding in this case. 

Mr. T. had adduced these cases to show that the 
present committee had been guided throughout by 
precedents, many of which, however, went much 
farther than they did, for every opportunity had 
been afforded to the parties implicated to examine 
and cross-examine witnesses, to call others, etc. 

Mr. WISE said neither himself, Mr. Graves, 
nor Mr. Jones, had ever, he believed, received 
any notice that the committee was to pass a judg- 
ment, and recommend a sentence upon them. ; 

Mr. TOUCEY replied that it was a total mis- . 
conception to say that the committee had tried any 
body, or adjudicated. They had neither done so, 
nor intended to do so. They had merely reported a 


resolution, a resolution that every member of the 
House could have moved. The present question, 
however, was whether this testimony should be 
suppressed, or not. The motion to print, and 
postpone, was by the unanimous direction of the 
committee. 

Mr. ELMORE had assented to the postponement 
in the committee; but the objections he had heard 
to that proposition in the House had struck him 
with much force, and he should prefer the motion 
referred to by Mr. Apams, [to recommit, and strike 
out the report, and the facts ] l 

Mr. GRENNEL had readily concurred in the 
motion to postpone in the committee, which was 
made, not by himself, but in consequence of a 
suggestion he made, and he should support that 
motion now if it was put, as well as the motion to 
print. But, in doing. so, his course was not to 
be considered as a departure from the ground oc- 
cupied by Mr. Raripen and himself in opposition 
to the report of the majority. 

Some short conversation then took place as to 
the omission of a vote upon the journal of the com- 
mittee, between Messrs. RARIDEN, TOUCEY, 
and WISE, which appeared to be a clerical omis- 
sion, and Mr. TOUCEY stated that he would cor- 
rect it. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a desire that the report 
of the majority should be signed. ; 

Mr. GRANTLAND said, for one, he would 
take great pleasure in signing it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON again contended that the 
mode of procedure by the committee had beenirregu- 


lar, and cited the British practice in support of his 
positton. The committee, he insisted, should have 
stopped the moment it was disclosed, that a mem- 
ber of the House was implicated, for- they- conid 
not proceed in: any investigation which should af- 
fect a member’s privileges: He denied that the re- 
ference of the memorials, naming the members itm- 
plicated, authorized the committee to proceed as 
they had done. After proceeding for:some time, 
Mr. R. gave way. to ° : 

Mr. MENEFEE, on whose motion, 

‘The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frrpay, April 27,.1838. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred a” resolution of the 
Legislature of Alabama, recommending the annex- 
ation of West Florida to that State, asked to be 
discharged- from. ‘further consideration of: the 
subject: agreed to. g . 

Mr. G. from the same committee, to which ‘was 
referred the memorial of James. Cox, asked “to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject: agreed to. ; ‘ 

Mr. G. from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of a reso- 
lution of inquiry as to the expediency of a new ju- 
dicial district in Louisiana: agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, the Committee 
on the Post Office and. Post Roads were instructed. 
to inquire into the expediency of a new post route. 
from Manchester, through Various towns, to Greens- 
borough, in Mississippi. feature! : 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, -the: same com-, 
mittee were instructed to inquire into the expe. 
diency of a new post route from Williams’s Ferry, 
in Illinois, to a certain town in Indiana. \ >). 

The bill to establish a Board. of Commissioners 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was read the third. time, and passed. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, . 
reported a bill: for the relief of Elisha Eldridge; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LYON presented a petition for the establish- 
ment of a post route from Jacksonburg, in the coun- 
ty of Jackson, by way of South Jackson and Mont- 
gomery, to Gambleville, in the county of Hillsdale, 
in the State of Michigan: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office. and Post Roads: o0; * 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, ‘the dill to provide . 
for the security and protection’of the emigrant and’ 
other Indians west of. the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas was taken up. ` 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, expressed a desire to: 
have the consideration of the bill postponed fora 
short time, that he might have an opportunity of 
giving it a sufficient examination. He E 

Mr. WHITE made some observations depreca- 
ting the farther postponement, and advocating the 
expediency and necessity of the measure. ` 

Mr. NORVELL objected to that part of the bill 
(the 8th section) which provides for allowing the: 
confederated tribes-to elect a delegate to represent 
them at the seat of Government during the sessions 
of Congress; and: he objected particularly to the 
reasons assigned in the preamble to that section for 
allowing them: to electa delegate, as the samé ar- 
gument might be used hereafter in favor of a neg:0 
delegate. He never wished to see the day in this 


_ country in-which.an Indian or a ‘negro would haye 


a seat on the floor of either House of Congress. He 
cheerfully agreed with the friends of the. bill, tha 
it was incumbent on ‘us to do all that was ‘in! ou | 
power to, ameliorate the. condition of this unfortu- 
nate people; and he thought the bill well calculated 
to effect the objects for which it was intended. But 
he did not think the 8th section necessary; and as it 
introduced a new and dangerous. principle, he 
would move to strike it out. ate 

Mr. LINN said the gentleman from Michigan 
was mistaken in supposing thatit wasintended that 
the Indian delegate. shonld- have a seat on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. The 
delegate was to-reside at. the seat of Government, 
during the sessions of Congress, to attend to the. 
affairs of ‘his people generally, and to.give such. 
information. to Congress as would enable it to, 
be better acquainted with their condition, and to 
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legislate. with more certainty and effect with regard 
to them. One of the objects of the bill was to 
elevate the Indian character, and’ to give them 
respect for, and confidence in, themselves; and 
the most effectual way of doing so would be to 
give them the incentive of honorable office; and 
the committee thought it important that such in- 
centives should be held out to the ambitious and 
enterprising of this people, instead of the ambition 
they now have to. become warlike chiefs. The 
bill was, in his opinion, the most effectual measure 
that could be devised for the security of the States 
of Missouri and Arkansas, on the borders of which 
such numbers of these Indians had been threwn, 
and also the only feasible plan of saving these un- 
fortunates from utter destruction.. They had been 
crowded back by the white population until they 
could go no further west, and now was the accepted 
time for the philanthropist to step forward and 
preserve them. As the State of Missouri had been 
alluded to, Mr. L. read several passages from the 
memorial of the Legislature of Missouri on the 
subject, in which the policy embraced in the ‘bill 
was strongly urged. 

Mr. LUMPKIN urged the Senate to proceed at 
once to the consideration of the measure, which he 
looked upon to be the best that could be devised, 
not only for the protection and security of the fron- 
tier States of Missouri and Arkansas, but of the 
Indians. themselves, and as eminently calculated to 
elevate and improve their condition. The objects 
embraced in this bill, Mr. L. said, were not new.— 
The subject had been before Congress from the 
days of General Washington to the present time; 
and by a reference to the public documents it 
would be seen that Mr. Jefferson, and all of his suc- 
cessors, had viewed it as worthy of the. most favo- 
rable consideration of Congress. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. L. adverted 
to the two able reports made on the subject by Mr. 
Monroe and by Mr. Calhoun, and said that the 
subject had been discussed until it would seem that 
it was not only familiar to every member of Con- 
gress, but to the whole reading portion of the com- 
munity. If this, he said, were not enough, the in- 
formation presented. during this session, and the 
able speech of the honorable Senator from Indiana, 
(Mr. Tirron,] so replete with information and de- 
tail, would be sufficient to call the special attention 
of every Senator to the subject, Mr. L. said he 
would not now attempt to enter into an argument 
in defence of the bill; for he concurred with the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs that 
this would be wanecessary, unless some more plau- 
sible objections should be urged against it than had 
yet.been heard.’ Should it become necessary, he 
was confident that the friends cf the bill would be 
fully ‘able. to answer any objec:ions that might be 
made to it, and he himself woald cheerfully con- 
tribute his mite. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, said he had determined, 
after the remarks of the chairman of the commit- 
tee, not to ask a further delay. He was seldom 
unprepared on any subject, but, owing to peculiar 
circumstances, he had not been able to give a par- 
ticulay examination to this bill until his attention 
was. called to the subject yesterday by the remon- 
strance of the Choctaw and Creek delegation which 
he had presented. As to the objections made by 
these delegations, he was now satisfied that they 
had no foundation, and that they had no right to in- 
terfere, as no tribe would» become part of this con- 
federacy without their express consent: “Mr. ©. in 
corroboration of this, quoted the two provisions of 
the bill applicable to the case. Wiru regard to the 
objection of the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Nor- 
VELL,] he differed with him entirely; and he thought 
that the section ought to be preserved both on ac- 
count of. economy and of good faith. The pro- 
vision objected:to, was better than the present mode 
of. treating with the Indians, by which delegations 
of the various tribes were frequently permitted to 
com dhe ‘seat of Government at the expense of 
the United States. One of the inducements held 
cout to the Southwest Indians when they agreed to 
remove tothe west of the Mississippi, was that they 
would-be allowed to have a delegate at the seat of 
Government... Mr. C. was truly anxious to get rid 
pf the Indians that were in the old States, They 


H participate in the debate. 
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are, said he, in our way, and, in fact, they are in 
their own way, by remaining where they are. Mr. 
C. said that he would not persist in his motion fora 
postponement, though he would-rather have had 
more time allowed him for consideration.  - . 

Mr. NORVELL here modified his amendment 
by striking out the provision in the eighth section 


| fora delegate of Indian descent to reside at the 


seat of Government during the sessions of Con- 
gress, and to insert agent instead; and to strike out 
the words “with the same compensation as that of 
a member of Congtess;” and also to strike out the 
preamble to the section in the following words: 

“Sec. 8. And to promote the advancement of 
such confederated tribes in the science of civil go- 
vernment, to afford them a convincing proof of the 
desire of the United States that they may be se- 
cured the enjoyment of the benefit of free govern- 
ment, and to enable them at all times to represent 
their condition to the Government.” 

The object of this amendment was to allow the 
tribes an “agent,” instead of a “delegate,” as in 
the bill, and to leave the compensation to be set- 
tled hereafter. He wished also to strike out the 
preamble, because it contained precisely the words 
by which the attempt to establish a free negro re- 
presentation in the United States might be urged. 
He was not opposed to the bill, Mr. N. said, but to 
this section. 

Mr. ALLEN threw out some objections to the 
principles involved inthe bill, with a view of eli- 
citing inquiry, and an answer to them from some 
gentlemen better acquainted with the subject, than 
he professed to be. This Government had always 
acted towards the Indians under the treaty making 
power, treating them as communities, but now it 
was proposed to act towards them in a legislative 
capacity, treating them as individuals. He wished 
to understand whether they had this power. He 
wished also to be more enlightened as to the policy 
of organizing a community on the borders of two 
of our most exposed frontier States, and by the 
power of this Government, giving strength and 
energy to a confederacy of people who are by na- 
ture the implacable enemies of the white race. 
These were the scruples which he entertained, and 
unless they could be removed, he must vote 
against the bill. , 

Mr. WHITE said that provided he could get 
the benefit of having an agent to be sent here by 
this confederation, he did uot care about the name 
that was to be given him. The name of agent 
would answer as well as that of delegate. Old as 
he was, he hoped to live to see the day when the 
Aborigines of this country would be safticieutly en- 
“ghtened to have their delegate on the floor of 
Congress to advocate their interests. Mr. W. 
spoke of the advantages that would result from 
holding cut this incentive to the honorable ambi- 
uon of the Indians, and said that if he had had his 
way atthe comurencement of Gen. Jackson’s ad- 
ministration, be would, instead of selecting broken 
down politicians for our Indian agents, have ap- 
pointed to those stations men- of Indian descent; 
and he knew many such who were highly moral 
and intellectaalmen, every way qualified to figure 
in either House of Congress. Mr. W. replied at 
length to Mr. Aten in defence of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he did not intend, 
when he came to the Senate in the moming, to 
After the very able ex- 
position of the details of the bii, as well as of the 
policy of the proposed measure of his colleague, 
(Mr. ‘Tieron,} and the chairman of the committee, 
fMr. Wuirs,) he had felt that daty had no other 


i demands upon him- thana silent vote in favor of 
i the bill, and he should certainly, atthis time, occu- 
| py very little time’in-submitting somé remarks, in- 


duced entirely bythe observations of the Senator 
from Ohio; (Mr. Autew.] = He had heard. that 
Senator with equal. surprise and regret: surprise 
that such:sentimenis.as he had expressed were en- 
tertained by any one here, and regret that they had 
come from a ‘Wesierti Senator: MrS. said he 
could not consent to. suffer ‘the-remarks of that 


| Senator to go tothe world witnout raising his voice 
| against ‘them. What, sir, were ihe «grounds. as- 
sumed by that Senator?’ “That the whife-man‘and 


the Indian were natural ene? the: billpro- 
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TO 
posed an increase of the energies, and an organiza- 
tion of the forces, of our enemies; that the lands 
upon which we had located these Indians might be 
at some time want-d by our own people. Yes, 
sir, the Senator had assumed the broad ground. 
that the vhite mah and the Indian are by nature 
enemies to each other. 

[Here Mr. ALLEn rose and said, that he had no 
particular allusion to any vindictive or hostile feel- 
ing existing personally between them.] s 

Mr. S. said he had no disposition to misunder~ 
stand any Senator, nor could he believe that he had 
misconceiyed the Senatór from Ohio; for; sir, it is 
not to be disguised that a large portion of the argu- 
ment of that Senator was based upon a supposed 
danger that was to be apprehended from a concen- 
tration of those tribes on the borders of the fron- 
tier States, and it was repeatedly said that they 
were our natural enemies, and only wanted con- 
centration and organization to bring down, their 
vengeance upon us. 

[Here Mr. Auuen again arose and affirmed 
what he had before said.) 

Mr. S. resumed. He had no objection, he said, 
to be interrupted by any Senator who might sup- 
pose that he had been misconstrued, but he thought 
the Senator from Ohio had earried the principle 
beyond ils legitimate purpose, by rising fo explain 
when he had been correctly quotsd. But let that 
pass. ‘The Senator admits that he is now under- 
stood in the sense he desires to be. 

Shall it he proclaimed to. the world from this 
hall, Mr. President, that the white and the red man 
are natural enemies to each other? Shall it told, 
will it be believed, at this day, that the God of Na- 
ture has isnplanted into the breast of the white man 
and the Indian feelings of personal hostility that 
shall prove the destruction of either race? Shall 
the aborigines of the nation be wld from this 
hall, that we believe them to beour enemies, and 
have no confidence in them? Shall it be pro- 
claimed to them that we are their enemies—that 
Nature’s Ged has erected an impassible barrier be- 
tween them and us? Shall we create distrust and 
alarm in the minds of those Indians who. have 
sought our protection, and whe rely implicitly on 
our friendship? The doctrines advanced by the 
Senator from Ohio are the same that have drenched 
ourconntry with blood; the same that have preduced 
the extinction of so large a number of the Indian 
race; the same thal have caused the massacre of 
our helpless women and children; the same that 
were preached by Occoia, Sam Jones, Jumper, aad 
Wild Cal, aad ethers, to, ihe misguided Seminoles; 
the same that have driven the Southern Indians 
into despair; the that have caused the best 
blood of the nalion to be paared out, and the means 
of the Treasery to he almost exhausied, in a vain 
attempt to drive that mistaken and deluded. people 
from their native swamps, glades, and hammocks. 
Impressed with the idea that the white man is only 
seeking his destruction, the Indian resolves on sell- 
ing his life as deariy as possible; and if he must 
fall, todie bravely defending the land of his fathers. 
But, sir, how stai Are the Indian and 
the white man nainrs! eneaiies? Can this be main- 
tained? Let land ef the pierims at Piy- 
mouth, the reception of r 
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our forefathers at James- 
town, answer the question, iet the siory of a 
Pocahontas, and a thousand cther similar oecur- 
rences, answer the question Let the history of 
the illustrious William Pena and his associates an- 
swer the question. No, sir, they are not uatural 
enemies; but by a series of oppressions, of gross 
injustice, we have, by our own acts, created 
enmity between us and a portion of. the Indians. 
They met us at the shores of the A tantie, extended 
to us the hand of. friendship, and smoked with us 


the pipe of peace. Our numbers increased. We 
wanted their Jands... We pressed upon them. 


They. retreated back, and: surrendered the.shores 
of the mighty. waters, but still they were not at 
rest; we followed: close:-upen. them. . From time to 
time.they -made temporary siands, but alf was vain; 
ibey-had-no:home, no testing place. They have 
retreated.from forest to forest, from river to river, 
from mountain-to mountain. ‘The towering Alle- 
ghany, the rapid Ohio, and the majestic Missis- 
sippi, have been passed in succession, and the reme 
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nant of those once powerful nations which con- 
cluded the’ treaty of amity, peace, and friendship, 
at Philadelphia, under the celebrated elm tree, with 
the illustrious” Penn, has at last found a resting 
place beyond the Mississippi,- in the contemplated 
‘Territory. Then, sir, is it not possible, that if the 
Indian isour enemy, it is not a natural enmity, but 
a feeling produced by our own acts, lke that which 
prempted the noble Logan. He was not our ene- 
my; he was the friend of the white man. But Lo- 
gan-was human. If you expect the friendship. of 
man, you must reciprocate his kind deeds in good - 
faith. Friendship is a social attribute: cherished 
and reciprocated, it lives and flourishes; abused and 
neglected, it languishes and dies, or becomes. the 
exciting cause of temporary hatred or deep-rooted 
malice. - The lessons taught the world by the great 
and good Penn and his associates, in their inter- 
course with the Indians, should never be forgotten. 
Without carnal weapons, he met, he subdued, he 
conquered. By acts of personal kindness, he 
proved the trath of his doctrines, and the savage 
bowed in humble adoration. And such was the 
great influence thathe acquired over them, that, 
to this day, himself and the society of which he 
was a member, are held in almost sacred reverence 
by their descendants. What, then, Mr. President, 
is the language we should hold on this subject? 
Should it be the proclamation of the Senator from 
Ohio—enmity, enmity, natural enmity, between 
ourselves and the Indians? Or should it not rather 
be peace, friendship, good will, protection, encou- 
ragement, and safety, to the remnant of this un- 
fortunate people? 

The Senator seems to apprehend great danger to 
the States bordering on the Indian Territory, if the 
biil becomes a law. Mr. S, thought it was an un- 
necessary alarm. The whole. number of Indians 
east of the Rocky Mountains is only about 
330,000, including men, women, and children; 
and the number proposed to be organized in the 
Territory could not exceed 130,000, a mere hand- 
full compared to the white’ population in the im- 
mediate adjoining States. Can it be supposed for 
a moment, that these Indians, after having ex- 
changed their lands at our request, and removed 
to this country; and after having received patents 
for their lands, and a Government from our wis. - 
dom, with a full knowledge of our power, would 
be willing to throw away.all these benefits, to sur- 
render all- these advantages, and rush madly on 
to their own destruction—for such must ke the 
inevitable. consequence, should they go to war 
with this powerful nation. They would be much 
more likely 10 hail you as friends, as saviors of 
the little remnants of their once powerful nations. 
They have had wars until their hearts lave be- 
come sick; till their most powerful nations have 
dwindled down to little tribes; tili their greatest 
kings are reduced to chiefs of miserable bands. 
They do not war, they want peace, they need re- 
pose. H is a question with them, net of victory 
or defeat, but of life and death, of preservation or 
destruction, and. weil do they know it. Senators 
need. not feel alarmed at imaginary dangers: 
there is no danger to be apprehended from that 
source. There is much more danger of hostili- 
ties from and amongst the separate bands than 
there could possibly be from this confederation 
when they were organized, and were brought into 
a close alliance with the Government, receiving 
the counsel and advice of the superintendent, and 
of their delegate here. The bill is ample in its 
details, and he had no doubt but that it would 
produce results if carried into effect, satisfactory 
to those who desire to see the remnant of this once 
powerful people not only preserved, but advanc- 
ing in civilization, while it must prove highly sa- 
tisfactory to those who wish to see this Govern- 
ment pursue a course of policy towards this un- 
fortunate people, becoming an enlightened, high 
minded, honorable and philanthropic nation. 

Mr. S. said he had some ten years ago, while a 
member of the other branch of Congress, served 
on the Committee on Indian: Affairs, with. his friend 
the Senatug: from Georgia, [Mr. Lumpuin,] and he 
would corgratiiatethat Senator onthe strong pro- ; 
bability that: the policy whieh. -that -committee at 


ihat time advocated, would ultimately prevail. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question then presented itself to the committee 
as one of preservation or destruction cf the whole 
race. It was believed then that the Indians could 
not exist in the midst of, and surrounded by the 
whites.. lt was believed then that it was due to 
the States, and in. accordance with the highest 
considerations of humanity, that the Indians should 
be removed west of the Mississippi, beyond the 
the limits of the States and Territories, where they 
could: rest in safety, on lands secured to. them- 
selves and their posterity forever. The last four 
Administrations recommended this policy; how- 
ever much they differed as to other measures, in 
this they all concurred. The Indians consented 
to it; they examined the country, and pronounced 
it good, and they have removed to it. The ques- 
tion now is, shall we carry out in good faith our 
policy; shall we give them that aid and protec- 
tion in their new homes, which we promised them; 
shall we encircle them with our paternalarms; or shall 
we withdraw our countenance, seek pretexts to 1m- 
volve them in difficulties, that we may hasten their 
extinction? Shall we still press upon them, until 
we drive them beyond the Rocky Mountains, 
until we hear the sound of the last groan of the 
Indian die on the Pacific? Let justice, let humanity, 
let our national honor answer these questions. 

The clause of the bill that requires patents to 
issue to the lands set. apart for the different tribes, 
is one of great importance: they should be assured 
that their utle will be indefeasible. There can be 
little doubt but that it has been greatly owing to the 
uncertainty of the tenure by which the semi-civilized 
Indian held his land, that his permanent improve- 
ments have been greatly retarded. Few men wiil 
sow when they are doubtful who may reap; but, by 
giving them a title upon which they can rely, they 
will be stimulated to cultivate. and improve their 
lands with a prospect of making them their perma- 
nent homes. 

Senators have doubted the power of this Govern- 


‘ment to extend the principles of the bill over the In- 


dians. Mr. S. could not perceive the objection, as 
the bill stands. Jf any could have existed, it was 
entirely removed by the consideration that it was 


not proposed to include. any tribe in the confedera-. 


tion that did not voluntarily become a party to it. 
Consequently, there could be no objection to it, as 
it was a voluntary compact of all parties concerned. 
The clause of the bill giving power to the con- 
federation to elect an Indian delegate, to reside at 
Washington during the session of Congress, had 
been objected to, but he had not felt the force of 
the objection. He thought it a very valuable pro- 
vision. It woald tend greatly to elevate the In- 
dian character, and to inspire confidence in the 
good intentois of our Government; and at the 
same time adelegate from their own people, in 
whom they had confidence, located at the seat of 
Government daring the sessions,would add much to 
the facilities of transacting the necessary business 
of the Territory. 
Mr. S. did not propose to pursue the examina- 
tion of the various provisions of the bill. He 
thought that had beea sufficiently done by others. 
He did not rise to make a speech, but merely to 
answer, on the spur of the occasion, doctrines that 
he thought unsound, and calculated to produce at 
this time a deleter.ous effect on the policy of the 
Government, and our re‘ations with the Indians. 
Mr. S. said he felt disposed to notice one other po- 
sition of the S-nator before he took his seat. The 
Senator seems to deprecate the passage of this bill, 
lest the lands occupied by the Indians, under its 
provisions, should at some period of time be want- 
ed by the whites for their own use. 
This view of the case is well calculated to arouse 
all the feelings of sympathy, humanity, and phi- 
lanthropy of our nature. What, sir" is it possible 
that there are those at this day who would with- 
hold even this little spot of earth from those who 
were once the undisputed owners of the soil of this 
whole nation ? - On this little spot of land situated 
beyond the Mississippi, beyond all the States and 
Territories, approximating to the Rocky. moun- 
tains, even there the Indian is to be viewed as an 
intruder; he is to. be. driven. still further . west. 
Where does, the Senator propose. to,Jogate him 
‘Where is he to find a home, a resting place ? This 


K: 
amuna narar mae aa 


san 


the sympathiës of our nature, as well a8. ou! 


-DAVIS, LINN, and NILES, the question’ was" 


-amended: by giving the new Territory. the name’ 


Side. of the rocky mountains ? No; he wilt beñ 
our way; he will be too near to the Whites" the 
may want ihe lands, says the Senator. The 
side of those moiintains? No, not ‘there? y 
selilements have been commenced on the Colu 
river, and the whités want the lands. ° W 
then? where, Mr. President, but beneath the 
waves of the Pacific, shall the Indian find a. 
place? Humanity. shudders at the thought, 


te 
‘big 


ional character, forbid the idea. We canno 
yhe past; but let us atone as far as possible 
past policy, by carrying out in good faith the pro- ` 
visions of this bill. Prove to the Indian that we” 
are his friend, and not his enemy, and he 


rec'procate our Kindness, and bless our ‘exe! ons” 


to save him from impending destruction.“ 5S. 
After some remarks from Messrs. SWIFT, 


taken on Mr. NorveLL’s auendment, and it wi 
rejected—yeas 16, hays 24, as follows: =, =" 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Büch 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alaba, Hubbard, K 
Morris, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Connectie 
cut, Trotter, Wright, and Young—16. 0 =" 
NAYS—Messis:' Clay of Kentucky, Clayton;. 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Filion, Linn, 1 Lumps 
reson,’ 


kin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, ‘Prentiss, ] 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles,’ Sevier, $ 
of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tipton, White,” 
Wiliams—24. ° ` ` ae 
Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill 

striking out the preamble in the eighth section 
which motion was negatived without a division: ” 
Un motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill’’ was’ 


of “ Neosho,” [the Osage name for Grand river: 
Mr. CRITTENDEN moved 10 amend the’ bill’ 
by striking out the ‘provision allowing, to the inem- 
bers of the Indian council ‘their necessary subsis- 
tence, and giving them two dollars per. day in fi 
thereof, and made a few observations in suppa mas : 
after 


this amendment; þut withdrew the propos 
some remarks from Messrs. NILES “and; 
in opposition to it. ed fe ee 
Mr. KING expressed himself as anxious to do. 
any thing within the power of Congress to amelio- 
rate the condition of the Indian race,: and to civi: 
lize and élevate them; and he was prepared to look 
at this measure without reference to the ‘fu 
consequences adverted to by the Senator from 
Ohio. But while he looked at the condition of 
these tribes sent across the Mississippi, and be” 
lieved that good policy; humanity, and the best tn: 
terests of the Indians, demanded some mieasute 
like the present, he was for looking, at, the same 
time, at the condition, of the frontier States'on 
whose borders they were thrown, and for providing, 
in the most effectual manner, for their protection. 
He believed that the bill itself would have some 
effect in that way, but he wished tv provide against 
an increase of the evils it was sought to remedy. 
It had been supposed that the country laid off for 
this Territory [here Mr. IX. described its bounds] 
was sufficiently large for their subsistence; but 
would they not, he asled, be acting as prudent 
men by putting out of the Goverment to throw 
any more tribes within these circumscribed. limits, 
where they would not be able to live by agricultu: 
ral pursuits, and must,. therefore, press on the 
whites, or starve? He was disposed to stop where 
we were; he was not disposed to push’ fhe Indians 
on to the Rocky mountains, or crowd them in’ these 
circumscribed. limits to starve. It was not his:de- 
sign to detain the Senate. They would see his 6b- 
ject in the amendment he was about to ofer, 774 

Mr. K. then offered an amendment, in substance 
as follows: That all that portion of country be- 
longing to. the United States, to which’ the Indiaa 
tile. had not-been extinguished, which lies east of 
the Rocky mountains, north of the Missouri'river, 
and west of the ` issippi ‘river, shal] constitute 
and the faith of  the’Upited 


F 


has been, and shall. be; g 
hall be “secured to` thi 


nt leaves out, “Mr. 


that ‘portion of Indian country tö which’ the Thdian 


eserves this coun- 


" “title has been extinguished, and yes 
and ‘declares ‘that 


* Tor: the northern’ Indians; 


there. He hoped the Senate would see the pro- 
priety of adopting thisamendment; fot it behooved 
“us, while we are providing forthe security “and 
“protection of these unfortunate ‘people, not to lose 
sight of the safety and welfare of our own 
people. ; . 

Mr. NORVELL was glad to find that one por- 
tion of the bill did not strike at the feelings of the 
Southern Senators; and but for the State of Arkan- 
sas, he would move to set apart all the territory 
west of the Mississippi for the Indians, to constitute 
a galaxy of Indian States. , 

Mr. Sevier warmly advocated thè amendment 
at some length; and 
_ After some further remarks from Mr. KING, 
and from Messrs. LUNN and TIPTON in opposi- 
tion to it, wa 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, April 28, 1838. 

The Hon. EDWARD ROBINSON, member 
elect from the State of Maine, appeared, was quali- 
fied, and took his seat. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, presented certain joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Maine, 
on the subject of the Northeastern boundary, and 
on fortifying the frontier: the former were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. on the state of the 

Union having charge of the bill on the subject; 
aud the latter to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NOYES, on leave, also presented certain 
joint resolutions of the same Legislature, on the 
subject of colonial trade, which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

‘On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the “bill from the 
Senate to establish a Board of Commissioners to 
hear and examine claims „against. the United 

- States,” was taken up, read twice, and, on motion 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of. Ohio, referred to the 
Committee of Claims. te ; 

Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire, and Mr. 
MORRIS, of: Ohio, severally;-on leave, presented 
petitions for the establishment of post: routes. 

Mr. EWING, on Jeave,:presented some papers 
in relation.to.the-claim of Matihew Steward, which 
were referred to lhe Committee of Claims. _ 

: Mr. HAMMOND presented the proceedings of a 
‘meeting, and a memorial, from citizens of Lyco- 
, ming. county, Pa: recommending Lockhaven in 
‘said county, as a suitable site for the establishment 
ofa National Foundry: referred to the select com- 
mittee on that subject. 
_.. THE LATE DUEL. 
’ “The House then resumed the unfinished business, 
‘being the report of the select committee appointed 
fo investigate into the causes which led to the death 
ofthe late Elon. Jonaruan CiLtey; the question 
* -béing“on printing and postponing it till Monday 
week. ` ; 

Mr. ROBERTSON continned his remarks in op- 
‘position to the course the committee had taken in di- 
recting or recommending the action: of the House; 
insisting that the irregularity vitiated the whole 
' proceeding, and that the whole should: be recommit- 
ted. He adverted tothe publication of the. report 
in the. Globe; which, if nota breach of the privi- 
léges of the House, was, he said, indelicate,and highly 
reprehensible, as was also the extract published in 
ihat. print from: another paper, (the Philadelphia 

' Ledger, we Helieve,). appealing strongly to the pas- 
‘sions of the House. Mr.:R. went at large into 
the-argument to prove the. irregularity of. the pro- 
ceedings of ‘the committee; and reviewed the pre» 

dents cited by. Mr. Toucey. . He disclaimed im- 
uting any design or motive on the part of the 
committee, in making a labored commentary upon 


but spoke of.. its effect and tendency 
as Coin cé to:the parties implicated, for it 
_prejudged them,and found:a verdict of guilty, with- 
; Out:bringing td a, sitgle particle. of justifica- 
<: tion op: extenuation: nce: he objected, to. the 


a punishment, a torture upon the feelings, an out- 
rage upon the rights, and a degradation upon the 
character of individuals, and those individuals 
members ‘of the House. Mr. R. reprehended the 
course of Mr. Fairrieip in originally bringing for- 


‘ward the résolution, and said the only course the 
` House should now take would be to retrace their 


steps, send back the report to the committee, with 
instructions to undo all that had been done. 

Mr. STANLEY denied that the petitions sent to 
the select committee were in the nature of instruc- 
tions, and put the case of anti-slavery petitions be- 
ing sent to a committee, praying for the abolition 
of slave commerce between the States, the resolu- 
tion ‘of Mr. Parron being rescinded, whether South- 
ern members would approve a bill being reported 
in consequence thereof. This he considered a case 
in point. Mr. S. also replied to Mr. Turney and 
Mr. Toucey, and condemned the warm language 
of the latter, particularly in referring to the deed in 
sepulchral tones, as that ofa man “embruing his 
hand ın his brother’s blood.” This alone showed 
that the gentleman had exhibited a warmth of feel- 
ing that militated against his impariality as a 
judse. The committee, Mr. S, designated as a 
“packed jury,” with previously formed opinions, 
and they had no right to try the gentlemen they had 
arraigned before them. 

Mr. NAYLOR also opposed the motion of the 
committee to print and postpone, and expressed 
himself in favor of the motion indicated by Mr. 
Apams to recommit. He was opposed to the 
course recommended by the committee upon two 
grounds: first, that he believed the committee had 
violated, he did not say intentionally, but still vio- 
lated, the Constitution and laws of the land; and, 
secondly, they had done first wrongfully an act of 
commission, and then secondly they had umiited 
to do what the rules of the House required they 
should do, These grounds he sustained by insist- 
ing that the resolution did not give the ecmmittee 
the power to investigate the conduct of members cf 
the House, because they were not named therein; 
and yet the committee had virtually tried and con- 
@emned those gentlemen; and, in the next place, 
their mode of proceeding conflicted with the ofl- 
cited rule of Jefferson’s Manual. All that they 
were authorized to do was to report the fact to the 
House that a member or members were implicated. 
Moreover, even in the course they had pursued, 
they had only tried a portion of the members im- 
plicated, for he would defy any man to discriminate 
as to the guilt of the other parties who were also 
involved. 

As to the printing of the report, it was now be- 
come a matter of secondary importance; for, be- 
fore it was known to the House, it was printed and 
circulated from one end of the country to the 
other. He was not so much opposed to the print- 
ing, however, as he was in favor of the motion of 
Mr. Apams to recommit; for, as the report was 
already printed, the printing by the House could 
have little effect one way or other. 

Mr. BRONSON said, that if he did not know 
the question now before the House, he should sup- 
pose thatthe merits of the whole question were 
under discussion. He thought the debate had taken 
altogether too wide a range. He understood the 
motion to be to postpone for a few days, and print 
the report; and that the question would be divided, 
so as to take the vote separately upon each pro- 
position. In regard to the postponement, he knew 
of no very prominent objections; but he thought 
the wishes of those persons involved should 
be consulted, and he would be in a great mea- 


‘sure willing. to'be- governed by ‘their desire. 


In‘regard to the question of printing, he was nót 
satisfied by: the arguments of those who were 
opposed to it. He did not consider the question, 
whether the members involvedshould be put on trial, 


` atall connected with the mere question of printing; 


but, it seemed thatthe ‘whole ‘matter had been 
changed, and that the committee were now on trial. 
It was reduced to a ‘question ‘whether the report of 
a committee, appointed by an order of ‘the House, 
should be thrown’ out of* doors: He contended at 


{length that the trove construction of the order com- 


~ printing of the report, and also to its reception, for | 
“though hot a final sentence, yet it went to prescribe 
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pélled’ the committee to report; and that the re- 
ference of the memorials strengthened that consiruc- 


‘tion. The House had full knowledge of these 


facts, that: certain meimbers were implicated; not 
only -before the passage of the order, but also from 
the memorials; and: the House knew all the time 
that the committee was engaged in an investigation 
of the conduct of members of this House. It was, 
therefore, unnecessary, and would have been a mere 
matter of form, for the commitiee to have come in with 
a report stating nothing more than a fact already 
well known, and legally upon the records of the 
House. In fact, the committee was on trial, and 
to suppress their report would be to cast censure 
upon them, as it would be withholding from them 
the ordinary courtesy due to a committee of the 
House. It was conceded that the printing could 
now make no difference, for the report had been 
printed, and was now circulated all over the coun- 
try; but it was important that a committee who 
had done, as they said, their duty faithfully, should 
not be subjected to censure; and it was really a 
question whether the course of the committee 
should be sanctioned or condemned. He contend- 
ed, that the committee had kept strictly within the 
line of their duty; that they were bound to report 
something; andhad done no more than the order of 
the House demanded of them; and he was desirous 
that they should not be treated with disrespect. 

Mr. TOUCEY made a proposition to correct an 
omission in the journal, alluded to yesterday, which 
was not received, 

Sdme few remarks of a personal character passed 
between Mr. TOUCEY and Mr. STANLEY. 

Mr.. WISE asked of the chairman whether any 
alteration, verbal or in substance, had been made 
by the other members of the committee in Mr. Porr- 
TER's absence, and since he had seen it. 

Mr. TOUCEY replied that the committee met on 
Thursday, and agreed upon snggestivas to be em 
bodied in the report, and adjourned to meet on Sa 
turday. The report was shown to Mr. Porter on 
Friday night, as he wished to Jeave the city; and he 
approved of it fully. On Saturday morning the 
committee met and discussed the report; and some 
alterations, merely verbal, and not altering the 
meaning, were then made. 

Mr. WISE then remarked that the fact was ad- 
mitted. That was a report nearly touching his 
character; and character especially depended on a 
word. Ele would demand, that in a report affect- 
ing his character, it should be in every word, letter, 
and in punctuation—for in punctuation there is sense 
and substence—precisely as it was sanctioned by the 
committee, consisting of a majority of them; and 
he protested against the alteration of that report, 
even to the ercssing of a £, or the dotting of ani by 
the other members, in the absence of Mr. POTTER; 
and he wished to know if the House, under such 
circumstances, would sanction the raport? 

Mr. BOON said hehad sat patiently and heard 
such a general denunciation against the majority of 
thiscommittea, that he become impatient. Gentle- 
men who had denounced the majority, all assumed 
for themselves to be the exclusive judges of the Con- 
stitution and a little work called Jefferson’s Ma- 
nual. Why, Mr. B. understood the Constitution to 
be as broad as the United States, and susceptible of 
as many constructions as there were individuals 
within it capable of construing for themselves; and 
he addressed himself more particularly to. the gen- 
tileman from Philadelphia, [Mr. Naytor,] who was 
so very explicit upon the subject of the Constitu- 
tion. Mr. B. had no doubt that that gentleman 


‘had fully satisfied himself that, his constraction of 


it was perfectly correct, and that the construction 
by others was worth nothing; but it worked no 
conviction upon his [Mr. B’s] mind, for he felt 
himself left precisely: where he was, when gentle- 
man was done speaking, as he was when the gen- 
tleman began. .'They might as well read from the 
“Pottawattomie Psalm Book” to Mr. B. as to read 
from: “Jefferson’s: Manual,” when questions of 
common sense and ‘stern justice came up for con- 
sideration. Their hair-splittings and cobweb dis- 


-tinetions’should never direct him in his course 


there nor‘else where. 
When the proper time arrived—he should not do as 
others had done, go into it now—but when the pro- 
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per time arrived, Mr. B. said he should be pre- - 


pared to express himself openly and fearlessly up- 
on the merits of the question, and would stop at no 
half-way house. But, for the present, he had only 
to say to those gentlemen who construed the Con- 
stitution for themselves, that they must not tell 
him, because he construed it differently, that he 
had trampled it under foot. 

Mr. HOWARD announced his intention to call 
for the yeas and nays upon the passage of the reso- 
lutions, and then went into an argument, at length, 
in reply to some arguments that had been used in 
debate. i : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to appeal to the 
members of the House of every party. He re- 
marked that it was perfectly evident that if this trial 
was to go on, the public business must be indefi- 
nitely postponed. A whole week had been con- 
sumed upon a mere preliminary question, and, 
unless the House should come to a decision upon it 
to-day, he should feel compelled to move a suspen- 
sion of the rules on Monday morning, to allow the 
House to proceed with the public business. 

Mr. MENEFEE commented with severity upon 
the injustice of proceeding thus far in a proceeding 
making an assault upon the character of members, 
and then to cut short all opportunity for exculpa- 
tion. If there had been time for accusation, there 
must be time, also, for justification. He intimated 
that friends of the Administration in the House 
had taken this case up as an exception to the gene- 
ral manner in which duels had been looked upon 
heretofore, and for party purposes; and whatever 
delay or loss of time may be occasioned, or what- 
ever obstructions to the public business, the respon- 
sibility must rest upen those members who had in- 
troduced the proceeding, and who had carried it 
to a point, the most improper of all others to stop 
at. The trial must proceed until it is finished. 
The House might, he said, get rid of it, but it 
must be in a constitutional way, and consistently 
with the rights of the accused. 

Mr. M. then went on to argue upon the motion 
before the House, and supported the proposition to 
commit the subject to a committee on privileges, as 
the Lest way to bring the House to a speedy and 
correct decision. 

Mr. BELL, at this stage, moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were yeas 76, nays 96. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MALLORY moved a call of the Louse. 

Mr. JENIFER asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. POTTS then moved an adjournment; which 
prevailed—ayes 92, noes 75; and so 

The House adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, April 30, 1838. 

Mr. KENNEDY, member elect from the State 
of Maryland, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. - 
Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania, on leave 
granted, presented two petitions, signed by citizens 
of Pennsylvnnia and New Jersey, one of them by 
57 and the other by 49 persons, praying that an act 
of Congress may be passed establishing a mail 
route from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by the way 
of Frankford, Foxehase, Huntingdon, Sorrel Horse, 
Davisville, Springville, Richboro, Newtown, Do- 
liugton, and Taylorsville, to Pennington, New 
Jersey. 


Mr. HENRY presented the petition of a number | 


of citizens of the county of Mercer, for a post route 
from the town of Mercer, on the read to Scrub- 
grass, to the cross-road that leads from Butler to 
Franklin: on motion, referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIDSALL, on leave, presented the memo- 
rial of Matthew Dorr, of Sparta, Livingston coun- 


ty, New York, praying a pension for Revolutionary | 


services: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. DAVEE, on leave, presented the petition of 
Silas Hale for additional allowance as mail-carrier 
on post route No. 92, State of Maine; which was 
referred to the Committee on the. Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
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Messrs. TOLAND, MAURY, and HAWKINS, 

also, on leave, presented petitions. . 
STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts called the 
attention of the House to a very important bill 
that he considered peculiarly demanded their con- 
sideration, viz: the “bill to authorize the appoint- 
ment of persons to test the usefulness of inventions 
to improve and render safe the boilers of steam- 
engines against explosions; and he expressed: a 
hope that the Committee on Commerce, or some 
member of it, would ask the consent of the House 
to take it up at this time. 

Mr. CUSHMAN joined in the wish, and hoped 
the House would yield its unanimous consent. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, inquired if there 
was nota bill on the same subject reported from 
the Committee on the Judiciary? 

Mr. CUSHMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY suggested that both bills 
be included in the motion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must object, for 
there was other and far more pressing business that 
wanted action. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved a suspension of the 
rules; but the motion was rejected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY suggested that, as several 
gentlemen were desirous to present petitions, that 
the rules be suspended for that purpose; but it was 
not assented to. 

On motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts he 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of vesting 
the appointment of Librarian in this House, and of 
uniting the office with that of the Keeper of Public 
Documents. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House copies 
of all correspondence and communications which 
have passed between this and any foreign Govern- 
ment, and the officers or agents thereof, relating to 
the introduction of foreign paupers into the United 
States; also, what steps, if any, have been taken to 
prevent the introduction of such paupers into the 
United States; provided such communication is 
not incompatible with the interest of the United 
States. 

Mr. HUNTER of Ohio, asked the consent of 
the House to offer the following, but objection was 
made to it: . 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms furnish to 
this House a statement of the amount of specie 
and specie checks paid to each member of Con- 
gress during the extra session. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this House the report and survey of 
the harbor of Sandusky, made by Lieut. Campbell 
Graham, in the year 1826, 

THE LATE DUEL. 

The House then resumed the unfinished busi- 
ness, being the report of the committee appointed 
to investigate the causes which led to the death 
of Mr, Citrey, on the motion made by Mr. 
Tovucry, under the unanimous direction of the 
committee to print and postpone till Monday next, 

The question pending, was the motion of Mr. 
Rorerrson to recommit the report to a com- 
mittee to be denominated a committee on privi- 
Jeges. 

Mt. MENEFEE concluded his remarks in op- 
position to the report, and the propriety of printing- 
or acting upon it, upon the ground that the com- 
mittee had transcended their nowers, 

Mr, PICKENS then obtained the floor, and 
stated that he had voted for the original proposition 
of the the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Farrie.p,] 
because it related to one of his colleagues, and he 
should have voted in the same way had any other 
gentleman been similarly situated. But, consider- 
ing the state of the public business, and the many 
important, deeply important, questions, not only to 
the House, but to the country at large, which were 
held in suspense; and considering, also, that he was 
utterly opposed to any resolutions upon this subject, 
Mr. P. felt bound, under existing circumstances, to 
move to lay the whole matter on the table. In do- 
ing so, he premised that no solicitation, from any 
quarter, should induce him to withdrawit. Mr. P. 


then moved to Jay the whole subject on. the table, 

and asked. for the yeas and nays, which. were 

ordered. aa areas 
Mr. GRAVES did trust that the gentleman from 


~ South Carolina would not ‘thus close this debate, 


but allow him an opportunity. of defending him- 
self. : : 
Mr. WISE begged leave to address his most ear- 
nest request to the gentleman from South Carolina 
to withdraw that motion. Not only did he appeal 
to the gentleman as his friend, but.as a member of 
the House. Against such a decision he-entered his 
solemn protest. . 

` Mr. PICKENS would accede with great plea- 
sure, but he could not consistently with his public 


duty. 

Mr. PETRIKIN aad Mr. CUSHING simulta- 
neously rose and moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered, and proceeded in till:198 members 
were found to be present;, whén, on motion of Mr. 
LEGARE, it was dispensed with. 

The question then recurring on the- motion to lay 
on the table— ; 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana inquired of the 
Cnam whether, if this motion prevailed, the re- 
port and resolutions would appear-upon the joar- 
nal, or be printed among the documents of the 
House? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not. ‘The en- 
try on the journal would be a simple entry of the 
motion to lay on the table. i 

Mr. M. MORRIS desired to know whether this 
motion would include the bill either reported, or to 
be reported, from that committee, to prevent the 
practice of duelling. $ i 

The CHAIR replied in the regative. 

Mr. ROBINSON of Maine and Mr. KENNE- 
DY of Maryland, asked to be excused from voting, 
on the ground of having been absent during the 
discussion; which was given to them. 

Mr. ELMORE asked to be excused on the 
ground of being a member of the committee; but 
he was refused. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin said, as this was a 
matter deeply affecting him, he would also appeal 
to the gentleman from South Carolina to withdraw 
the motion to lay on the table, for he felt that, if it 
prevailed, he should lie under at least the tacit 
censure of the House. 

Mr. PICKENS did not withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WISE gave notice to the House that it was 
useless to lay the subject on. the table, for he should 
demand its consideration: as a question affécting 
his privileges. Bes 

The motion to lay on the table was then. decided 
in the negative—yeas 28, nays 167. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to recommit the report . 
to the select committee, with instructions to strike’ 
out the argumentative part thereof, and report the 
facts of the case. 


The CHAIR ruled it not in order, pending the 
motion to postpone, which latter took precedence. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded to discuss the mo- 
tion to postpone, and went over the arguments that 
had been used in reply to his remarks upon a 
former day. -Hle argued, from several consideta~ 
tions, that the report ought to be printed, stamped 
with the seal of reprobation, that future legislators 
might know the precedent, and that, the report 
being rejected, its character might be known also. 

Mr. WISE entered his protest, solemnly, for 
various reasons, which he assigned at length, 
against the reception of the report, and against any 
sanction of it by the House in any form; but if the 
House chose to print it for the purpose of tepro- 
bating it, according to the suggestion: of Mr. 
Apams, he had no objection. He said that he 
wished no delay, and protested against it, and de- 
manded, as his right, a trial before his peers, and 
openly before the House and the country. 

Mr. GRAVES said he was not only willing, but 
anxious, that the testimony should be printed, but 
he protested against the printing of the report, 
which he described to be a partial and garbled 
Statement. He was opposed to the postponement, 
but in favor of its being recommitted, with instrac, 
tions to report back the evidence alone, though he 
submitted that it ought not to be received by the 


House as evidence. He should abide his trial by 
his constitutional and legal peers. ; ; 
“The question was then taken, first on postponing, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 85, nays 109. - 
‘So the first branch of ‘the proposition was re- 
jected. 
Mr. ADAMS asked if his motion would then be 
in order. 
The CHAIR entertained the motion, and Mr. 
ADAMS submitted it as indicated above. 
Mr. TOUCEY raised the point of order, that, as 
the House had ordered the yeas and nays on the 
whole proposition, one branch of it having been 
voted on, the other must be taken immediately. 
The CHAIR ruled it to be in order, both under 
the rule on dividing propositions, and on the ground 
that the motion to commit was a privileged mo- 
tion. i 
Mr. GLASSCOCK called for a division of this 
question, dividing the motion to recommit the re- 
port from that to recommit the motion to print. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays on the 
first branch, which were ordered. 

Mr. ELMORE wished to be distinctly under- 
stood. He had wished so to discharge his duty as 
to fee] conscious that he had done justice to others, 
and to his own character. Ifthe report should be 
sent back, under the resolution of the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts, he should be at a- 


loss to know what the House wished. He 
could not tell what was meant by the ‘instruction 
to strike out the argumentative part. Was it to 
take the report‘of the majority, and strike out the 
argumentative partof that? The question of privi- 
lege was left untouched. He considered the com- 
mittee ordered to inquire into the question of privi- 
lege. Hehad done it; and unless relieved distinct- 
ly, by a vote of the House, he should feel compe!- 
led to go into that question again, with very little 
difference of opinion from what he had enter- 
tained heretofore. He should rejoice to be re- 
lieved frora so painful a duty; but any duty imposed 
by the House, he would not shrink from. 

Mr. PICKENS said it must be very plain that if 
the resolutions of the 28th of February remained 
unaltered, it would place the committee and his 
friend and colleague in a very delicate and embar- 

- rassing position; and with that view he submitted 
the following amendment to Mr. Anams’s instruc- 
tions: 

“And report on the facts without any resolution 
as to punishment, or any reasoning going to show 
what ought to be the description or extent of it.” 

Mr. ELMORE remarked that. so long as the ori- 
ginal resolutions existed’ on the journal directing 
the committee to report whether a breach of privi- 
lege had ‘been committed, the committee, however 
glad they might be to be relieved of that duty, could 
not report the evidence alone, unless again special- 
ly instructed, or relieved of the duty originally im- 
posed upon them. 

Mr. BELL made some remarks for the purpose 
of showing that the recommitment, was a revival 
of the’ select committee, and it was competent to 
recommit in any manner under any instruction. 
He considered that there was no report, it not 
having been made’ in conformity with the orders 
of the House. The committee, therefore, were 
still in existence, and he hoped they would be in- 
structed merely to report the facts and evidence, 
and let the House afterwards set. upon that evi- 
dence, or give further instructions, as might be 
necessary. 

Mr. MERCER was in favor of recommitment. 

Mr. POPE remarked, in favor of reeommitment, 
that it was an every day’s occurrence in courts of 
law. 

Mr. RARIDEN read some instructions he 
would suggest as a substitute, viz: for the commit- 
tee to report their journal and the evidence taken 
without comments, and that the committee be re- 
lieved from deducing any argument therefrom that 
a breach of privilege has been committed. ; 

“Mr; TOUCEY called for the reading of the jour- 
nal of the'select’ committee of the 11th of April, by 
whieh it-was shown: that the resolution. declaring 
Messrs. Graves, Wiss and Jones had been guilty 
of a breach of:privilege, was adopted unanimously 
in the committees: ve 


Mr. T. then went on to express his desire, that 
if the report should be committed to any committee 
of which he was a member, that they would do it 
with a distinct expression of what they expected. 
If the House would undo what they had done, and 
would rescind the order originally appointing the 
committee, and take from them, under the rules 
of the House and parliamentary law, the petitions 
submitted to them, so as to relieve them from the 
most painful part of their duty, every member of 
the committee would rejoice. But having imposed 
a responsibility under which the committee had 
performed their duty, he could not approve of 
rescinding the order indirectly, which had been 
imposed directly. 

Mr. PICKENS modified his amendment as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That.so much of the original resolution 
instructing this committee, as required them to in- 
quire and report whether a breach of privilege, &c. 
had been committed, be, and is hereby, rescinded. 

Mr. ADAMS accepted the amendment as a mo- 
dification. 

Mr. JENIFER offered some reasons in favor of 
a recommitment, with a view to have the evidence 
presented to the House, with the opinion of the 
committee, in pursuance of the original order— 
whether, in their opinions, a breach of privilege 
has been committed. He thought the committee 
would be bound by any instructions which might 
be given them now, because it would amount to a 
new institution of the committee. Mr. J. also 
made some inquiries and remarks in relation to 
the mannerin which the report had been publish- 
ed, surreptitiously, as he contended, and some 
conversation took place between Mr. J. and Mr. 
GRANTLAND thereon, 

Mr. ELMORE made some explanations on the 
same subject. 

Mr. MARTIN, it being late, moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. BOON asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered; and the House refused to 
adjourn. 

Mr. SERGEANT suggested to Mr. Apams so 
to modify his motion as to report only on that part 
of the testimony relating to persons other than mem- 
bers; and where any member is affected, to report 
only the evidence. There was much of the report 
of the majority of which he highly approved, and 
he returned his thanks to the learned chairman for 
making it. , 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina moved an 
adjournment; lost—84 to 88. 

Mr. BOON made some remarks in reference to 
his having called for the reading of the report. 

Mr. GLASCCCK spoke ata late hour, and at 
considerable length, upon the course taken by the 
committee, and with a view to give the reasons 
which governed his votes upon the preliminary 
questions. 

Mr. G. withdrew the call for a division of the 
question, and Mr. PETRIKIN renewed it. 

After some remarks from Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Mr. ADAMS again modified his resolution, so as 
to strike out the phrase “that the original reso! ution 
be rescinded,” and to insert that “the commit ee be 
discharged from its further consideration.” 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said he had moved an ad- 
journment with the intention of addressing the 
House upon this subject to-morrow, but the ad- 
journment was refused, and he would study to be 
content. Considering, however, the attitude in 
which he stood, in reference to this question, he 
could not permit the vote to be taken, late as it was, 
and fatigued as the members were, without saying 
a word or two. . . 

By the resolution of the 28th of February, a se- 
lect committee was instructed to investigate a cer- 
tain transaction, and to-inquire whether any breach 
of the privileges of this House had been committed It 
passed: by a vote of almost unexampled unanimity. 
This branch of the resolution, however, is now pro- 
posed, by the motion, as modified, of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,) to be rescinded. 
We are now, said. Mr. F. called. upon to tread 


back--to acknowledge ourselves in an etror—to 


abandon an important part of the original. inquiry, 
and to start upon a new: track, Wherefore}: What 
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were the reasons for such a course? What new 
light had. broke in upon the minds, of ‘gentlemen? 
For one, said Mr. F. I have been anxiously listen- 
ing to hear some new and convincing reasons to 
jastify the turning. this short corner, to palliate this 
seeming inconsistency, but I have listened in vain. 
Perhaps there is something in this matter more than 
meets the eye or ear. The resolution of inquiry 
was adopted by a vote of 152 to 49, or thereabouts, 
and now, many of. those who composed this large 
majority seem as anxious to rescind the resolution 
as they were on the 28th of February to adopt it. 
Has a voice come from the public, since that time, 
condemnatory of our course, and are gentlemen en- 
deavoring to make amends for running counter to 
the wishes and interests of the people? On the con- 
irary, I had thought, said Mr. F. that the evidence 
upon that point was directly the other way. Some 
fifteen or twenty thousand of the people have sent 
in their memorials approving our course, and bid- 
ding us God-speed. Indeed, most of them demand- 
ing the Strictest investigation at our hands. But 
all this, and the indications of pablic opinion as 
manifested through the public prints, seem now to 
amount to nothing in the minds of some gentle- 
men: reasons far superior and paramount to these 
and all former considerations exist for abandoning 
a course so unitedly and honorably commenced. 
But what are they? Will some gentleman be good 
enough to inform us? As yet we are in the dark. 

It has been insinuated by the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jentrer] that the movement is a 
political one. Sir, said Mr. F. was the vote of 
152 to 49 a political vote? There can be no pre- 
tence for saying that. If, then, the question has 
become political, let me inquire how, and by whose 
agency? If it was not political to vote for a resolu- 
tion, it surely cannot be regarded as political to ad- 
here to it. One side of this House are now where 
they were on the 28th of February, entertaining the 
same sentiments of the subject of inquiry, and ad- 
hering still to the then highly-favored resolution. If 
any party has abandoned it, or any portion of it, 
and are now more desirous to baffle than to prose- 
cute the inquiry, they best know why: so far all is 
left to conjecture. The reasons offered for recom- 
mitting the report, do not go to justify the rescind- 
ment of this branch of the resolution. The com- 
mittee, on a re-examination, can as well inquire 
whether there has been a breach of privileges com- 
mitted, as if their report and resolutions had excited 
no dissatisfaction whatever. The recommitment 
of part, and the rescindment of another part, have 
no necessary connection. Why, then, should the 
latter be proposed? If this matter is io be got 1id 
of, perhaps it is thought that a side blow will best 
effect that object. It is to be hoped, however, that 
neither the motion to recommit or rescind will pre- 
vail, but that the case will proceed, and the House 
be brought to a direct vote on the resolutions re- 
ported by the committee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike ont the words, 
“ and the motion to print,” in Mr. Apams’s reso- 
lution. 

Mr. MENEFEE again insisted that the report 
was not the report of the majority. 

Mr. TOUCEY insisted that it was, and more, 
the result to which the committee had come, had 
been agreed to in committee unanimously, so far as 
that a breach of privilege had been committed. 
Moreover, Mr. Parron, the now absent member 
had concurred in it. f 


Mr. GRANT moved an adjournment: lost 75 
to 88. f 
Mr. TOUCEY resumed, and stated that if the 
motion of Mr. Apams prevailed, the reports nei- 
ther of the majority nor of the minority, nor even 
the evidence, could be printed. The whole would 


| be suppressed, and those who voted for that motion 


would virtually vole to suppress the whole test- 
mony. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved. to strike out the words 
“papers purporting to be the,” whenever they 
occur. : 

Mr. MENEFEE again insisted that, inasmuch 
as Mr. Porrer had not assented to the majority 
report, while the committee was in session, thore- 
fore that it was not the reportof the majoriy. 
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Mr. DAVEE renewed the motion to adjourn: 
lost. 

Mr. ADAMS took the same ground as Mr. 
MENEFEE on another point, viz. that the report was 
not signed. ; ‘ 

Mr. DUNCAN, after a few remarks in its sup- 
port, called for the yeds and nays on his amend- 
ment, which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS rose to correct an erroneous 
statement made by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Apams.}. That gentleman had 
said that the report made by the majority of the 
bank committee of 1832, of which he (Mr. T.) 
and the gentleman were members, had been signed 
by those who sanctioned it. Such was not the case 
according to his recollection. The report o 
jority had been handed in by Judge Clayton of 
‘corgia, In that case, he well remembered that 
some of the reasoning by which the report was 
sustained had nof received his entire approbation : 
thatis, ifhe had prepared the report, some of the 
arguments upon which the conclusions were 
founded would have been omitted, and others in- 
troduced. This was almost invariably the case 
inall reports. The majority concurred in opinion 
as to the conclusion—the result. But we all know 
that the chairman alone was held to be particularly 
responsible for the phraseology, Janguage, and 
illustrations. Hence he was indulged in drawing 
up reports on all points not involving principles. 

The statements Mr. T. made with a full know- 

ledge of the general accuracy of the genteman 
from Massachusetts, whose good memory alone 
was required to guard against erro. But he did 
not fear, although years had passed since that 
report was made, but thut it would be found he 
had not imprudently weighed his recollections 
against the gentleman. 

So far then as the proceedings ofthe bank commit- 

tee were to be relied upon,they furnished a fall jus- 
‘tification for the course which had been pursued in 
this instance. And.he appealed to every expe- 
rienced member of the House to say, whether a 
course like that taken in this case, and in the case 
of the bank committee, was not in truth, pursued 
by almost all committees when claborate discus- 
sions were indulged in. In fact, no other process 
could insure ‘a report at all. For it would not be 
contended that four raen could be found who would 
adopt precisely the same language to express their 
ideas in a long report. ‘They could agree readily 
in opinions, but each one would have a favorite 
mode of reaching their objects, Mr.P. said the 
House might reject the report of this committee, if 
it pleased the House so to do, with propriety; but 
then it was unjust to found such a proceeding upon 
alleged misconduct of a committee, where none gx- 
isted. And as he thought that the proceedings of a 
committee, of which he Nad been a member, had 
been, without warrant, ‘brought to bear, he had 
been compelled, by a sense of justice, to correct the 
error. 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his motion, 

Mr. MERCER and Mr. GRAY simultaneously 
rose and moved an adjournment: lost, 78 10 83, 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved a call of the House, 
Mr. BRONSON moved an adjournment, which 


prevailed; ayes 90, noes 67. 


The petition presented by Mr. HAWKINS of 
North Carolina yesterday, was- from a number of 
citizens of that State, praying for the establishment 


of a post rowe from Henderson, a depot on the. 


Raleigh and Gaston railroad, to Oxford, in the 
county of Granville, and on Mr. H's motion, it 

R h i on the Post Office 
was referred to the Commitee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. i 


IN SENATE, 
Monvay, April 30, 1838. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of New Jerscy, praying Congress not to 
admit any new State into the Union whose consti- 
tution tolerates domestic slavery: laid on the table. 

Also, the petition of 120 men aad 54. womea, 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 


trade in the District of Columbia: motion to receive - 


laid on thetable, 7 eos oe 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a sithilar petition from 


whieh was disposed of in like manner. 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 


Resolved, Thai the Committee on Manufactures ` 
be instructed to inquire into the expedieney of so - 


modifying the law allowing a drawback of duty 


upon foreign goods re-exparied, ts that foreign coal - 


re-exported, not to be landed at any foréign. port, 


but to be consumed on board. of vessels navigated ; 


by steam between. this and any. foreign country 
may be entitled to a drawback of duty. ` 

Afr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
Opethle Yoholo, a Creek Indian, praying compen- 
sation for a negro lost inthe military. service -of 
the United States: referred to the Committee. on 
Mibtary Afairs. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims was authorized to employ a 
clerk. ; : 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of the New York Peace Society, praying that, in 
the adjustment of our differences with Mexico, the 
instrumentality of an arbitrator may be employed; 
alse, snggesting the propriety of the establishment 
ofa Congress of Nations for the purpose. of set- 


Uing difficulties which may arise among different | 


nations, and fer averting the evils of war: laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial on the sub- 
ject of the Cherokee treaty; which was laid on the 


- lahle, 


Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of Ann Bli- 
za Laurie, praying for arrears of pension: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr, KING presented the memorial of Francisco 
Gutturiez de Arajo, praying confirmation of claim 
to a tract of land: referred to. the: Committee on 
Private Land Claims, 

Mr. CLAY. of Kentucky rose-to make an in- 
quiry ofthe chairman of the Committee on Finance 
{Mr. Waicnv.] We-have arrived, said he, ata 
very important moment. in the monetary affairs of 
the country. Some of the banks in Boston and 
New York have in fact already resumed specie 
payments, and others are expected to follow that 


example ina few days. Jie hoped that example ` 


would be generally imitated, at least by all the 
hanks which have the ability to do so, except the 
Southwestern banks, which, he was afraid, were 
noi prepared. . Bat the object of his inquiry was 
to ascertain whether there was before tite committee, 
or the Executive branch of the Government, any 
intention to bring forward any measure other than 
that which bad passed this. body, and. was now 
lying in the House of Representatives, with a view 
io aid and encourage the banks in that resumption. 
If there was no intention. on the part of the chair- 
man or the Execative branch of the Government 
to do aay thing to aid the banks, it had been 
thought by some that the duty devolved on him to 
suggest some such measure. g 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that he could answer the 
inquiry of the Senater. ‘There was nothing before 
ihe commitice at present in relation. to the matter. 
What had been referred to that committee by the 
Senate had then been acted on. Touching any 
views entertaincd by.the Executive, Mr. W. pro- 
essed himself to be as ignorant of as the Senator 
irom Kentucky. 

r. CLAY of Kentucky then offered . the -fol- 

y joint reschaves, which was read: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
taltves of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, "That no discrimination shall be made as 
to the carréncy or mediun of payment ia the seve 
ral branches of the Public Revenue, or in debts-or 
dues to the Government; and. that, until otherwise 
ordered hy Congress, the notes of sound banks which 
are payable and paid on demand in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, under suitable restric- 
tions, to be forthwith .preseribed.and promulgated 
secretary of the Treasury, shall be received 

ento the revenue and of debts and dnes.to 
overnment, and shall be subsequently dis 
, iñ course of public expenditure, to -ab 
c creditors whe are willing to-receive them.” 
RUNDY wished to call-the: attention of 
the Senator from “Kentucky to. a-single poitit, not 
with any hostile views to the resolution-itself, or 


Q7 inhabitants of the town of Litchfield, New York, | 


banks in the - vicinity in which “they are to be Te- 
ceived. and disbursed? . Otherwise the -resolution 
might produce difficulties which the Senator. per- 
haps did not contemplate. . He supposed the Sena- 
tor would not objectto restricting. the resolution in 
‘the way he suggested,- Pr ee eee 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky said that was matter of 
detail, which would necessarily come. before. the 
Senate when: the subject came up for discussion. If 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee had attend- 
ed to the reading of the resolution, he would have 


_ perceived that it did not require an` indiscriminate 


receipt of all notes; but they were to be taken under 
suitable regulations, as the Secretary of-the Trea- 
sury might. prescribe; such notes, for instance, as 
the people were willing to receive in all parts of the 
country. These, however, were mere. matiers:of 
detail, which could. be made to meet. the exigency 
when the subject came up for discussion. 

The resolution. was then ordered toa’ Second 
reading. Set ee 

The billto grant to the. States and. incorporated 
companies engaged in the. construction of roads 
and canals the right-of way through the public 
lands was taken up. 0 neds ; 

Mr. LYON. then moved. the following amend- 
ment: to insert at the end of the- fourth section the 
following: .. E Be E 

“And where any of ‘the Sections.through which 
any such road, or canal, or its branches, shall pass, 
have not been offered at public sale, and therefore 
not subject to entry, such ` State or: company may 
enter the same at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre, when the remaining lands in ‘the district 
where said sections may lie shall have. been pro- 
claimed by the President of the United:States, and 
offered for sale.” a Pee 

Mr. TIPTON thought the bill a very important 
one, and sincerely trusted that gentlemen from. the 
new States would not embarrass.it by. adding 
amendments, the consequence of which might be 
to defeat the measure. There were other bills pend- 
ing before the Senate where the Senator would 
have an opportunity of introducing. the provision 
he so much desired. And he appealed to the gen- 
Ueman to withdraw: it from, the bill now'under-con- 
sideration. 0206 ¢) 82 as ere 

Mr. LYON said he could not,’ 


ipa 
M 


than good 
He would venture to affirm that. where one 


public ‘Treasury. by 


roads. 
dollar would be taken. from the 
the adoption of his amendment, thousands would-be 
pat.into it. He. spoke from à thorough knowledge 
of. this subject, derived from personal observation, 


His object in offering ‘it, was the improvement it 
would be the means of effecting in the new.coun= 
(ries, and the increased vulne of the pudlic domain 
to the Government. As it seemed, .however; to 
meet with so much. and such strong objection, he 
would withdraw it. fn eS 
Mr. TIPTON then moved to-fill up:the-blank in 
the bill.with 120 fect, 1o up: fhe blank, in 
Mr. KING moved to fill the blank with 300 feet 
He thought that would be indispensable,as the trees 
of that country were usually of such immense size 
being frequently 80 fect below the limbs, that, if 
‘one. were to fall, it would entirely obstruct the road 
Mr. DAVIS that 80 feet. was as greata width as 
was necessary Jor all the purposes. . Mr, D. then 
adverted to Connecticut, -where, he believed: the 
right of way was still wider than that contemplated ; 
by gentlemen, the result of which was. a neglected 
gaste ch beth sides cf the road. a 


The. question was. then taken. on Mr. Kina’s 
Motion, and the blank filled with 200 feet. 

.. Mr. LINN moved to amend the bill “by. extend- 

ing.its operations to the Territories; which. was 
agreed to; and : hae aie 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
- third reading. 

; NEOSHO TERRITORY: 

-. The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
„bill to provide for the security and-protection of the 
emigrant and other Indians west of the States of 
Missouri and Arkansas, the question being on the 
„amendment proposed by Mr. Kina to set apart the 
terrilory of the United States north of the Missouri 
and west of the Mississippi, to which the Indigg: 
title has been extinguished, for the northern Indians. 
i Mr. LUMPKIN addressed the Senate as fol- 
ows: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When I consider the magnitude 
of this question, in all its various bearings, and 
how deeply it concerns the honor and character of 
this Government, I can but approach it under a 
due sense of the responsibility which devolves on 
me.. [regret that the consideration and progress 
of this very important measure should be embar- 
rassed by the proposed amendment of the honora- 
ble Senator from Alabama—an appendage calcu- 
lated, in my judgment, if Sustained, to, defeat the 
original measure itself. This amendment, in con- 
-nection with the remarks made in its support, which 
have fallen from séveral honorable Senators, gives 
tothe proposition a sectional character, which can- 
not fail, if the amendment be incorporated in the 
bill, to defeat. the whole measure. I represent a 
portion of the Southern people who have as deep 
an interest in sectional questions as any other por- 
tion of this Union—a people who well understand 
their political righis—a people who will never de- 
mand more, or be satisfied with less, than their equal 
„and just rights. My life, my interest, and my feel- 
ings, are identified with the people whom I repre- 

_ Sent. My obligations to watch over, protect, and 
defend, that portion of their interest confided to my 
care on this fluor, can never be forgotten by me 
fora moment. No, sir: my obligations to the peo- 
ple of Georgia. are peculiarly suong. ButI am 
not to be frightened or alarmed from the pathway 
of duty.by the cry of Southern. rights, when there 
is no ground for that alarm, and when that sec- 
tional interest is unnecessarily introduced in a way 
calculated to defeat a favorite measure, which T 
have for many years past labored to consummate. 

The billupon your table for the organization of 
the Indian Ter, itury and, Government west, in its 
first section, defines the Territory designed to be- 
come the-scene of Indian reform. This Territory 
embsaces.a country of about six hundred miles by 
two hundred, and may be stated to embrace a sur- 
face of 76,800,000 acres of land. The population 
now settled, and intended to be settled, on this sur- 
face, is estimated at 133,883, of which number 
about 75,000 are alrcady located in the country. 

The territory embraced in the bill is directly 
west and northwest of the States of Arkansas and 
Missouri, and from north to south extends over 
eight or ten degrees of latitude, the highest north- 
ern point being 43° north. 

This, $ir, is an accurate description of the coun- 
try embraced in the bill, according to the map 
which I now hold in my hand, and which is said to 

- be a near approach to accuracy. 

Thus it will beseen, from the evidence here pre- 
„sented, that more than two thirds of the Territory 
designated in this bill is north of latitude 364— 
the Compromise line agreed upon at the time 
the agitation and discussion took place in Con- 
gress upon the question of the admission of the 
State of Missouri into the Union. It is true that I 
never approved of -that compromise; but so itis, 
that it has heretofore been acquiesced in as a set- 
-Ned:compromise, and for one, I am averse to 

_ disturbing and agitating that question at this time, 
and upon this occasion. .The South has no just 
cause.of complaint in regard to the location of the 
Indians, from which she will be finally.and forever 
relieved by ihe provisions of this bill. The Indians 
who. haveemigrated, and will emigrate from all the 
Southern States, will be located something north of 

` ‘their former places’ of abode; and from. the provi- 


and Northwestern States south of 36% of north Ia- 
titude. l 

And what is the proposition of my honorable 
friend from Alabama [Mr. Kine.] Why, sir, he 
proposes to add to the Territory designated in the 


bill, all the Northwestern domain of the United | 


States, to which the Indian title has not heretofore 
been extinguished, and which is not embraced ‘in 
any of the present States ‘and Territories of the 
United States. A country undefined in extent, 
and thought. by some. gentlemen to embrace a 
country containing a larger surface than one-half 
of the organized States of this Union. 

Sir, my high respect for the intelligence, and my 
confidence in the purity of the motives, of the 
mover of this amendment, [Mr. Kinc,] would 
leave me in surprise, but for the assurance which I 
feel that the error into which my friend has fallen 
on this subject, is chargeable alone to his not 
having duly examined and considered the measure 
now under consideration. Who can. seriously 
expect to succeed in the organization of a Territo- 
rial Government for the emigrating and half civi- 
lized Indians, when the territory embraced in that 
Government spreads over a country. so vast in 
exlent, and a great portion of it populated by 
savage and wild men, who have had little 
intercourse with civilized man 2 Moreover, 
sir, the Indians who inhabit the country pro- 
posed to be added by the amendment, are wholly 
incapable and unprepared to avail themselves of 
the benefits extended to the more enlightened tribes 
by the provisions of this bill. The adoption of 
the proposed amendment cannot fail to destroy 
every reasonable prospect of accomplishing: the 
beneficent and kind objects designed by its friends 
for the benefit of those tribes which have been 
removed from the several States and located in the 
West. It would render the bill an inefficient and 
useless measure, and change the entire prospect of 
benefiting those upon whom it is designed to operate. 

I regret to find the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Caunoun,] withholding his support 
from this important measure, and advocating the 
proposed amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Alabama. JI feel assured, that if the Senator 
from South Carolina had brought his gigantic 
mind to bearupon this deeply interesting subject, 
he would have been prepared to give it his support. 
I am justified in this conclusion, from the fact, that 
the very pian, in all its most important bearings, 
embraced in this bill, was in the year 1825 the fa- 
vorite policy of that Senator. He at that time, as 
Secretary of War, made an able and lucid report 
upon this subject, which may be seen in the volume 
of State papers now open before me, and which 
substantially, to my mind, recommends every im- 
portant feature embraced in this bill. The very 
tribes embraced in the bill, as well as the territory, 
together with an entire change of Indian policy ap- 
proaching the provisions of this bill, are recom- 
mended in the report of the honorable Senator to 
which I refer, And yet, he now desires more time, 
to reflect and make up his mind on this important 
measure, and seems not to be even acquainted 
with the provisions of the bill on your table. 

A slight examination of the bill must at once 
remove most of the objections suggested by the Se- 
nator. The bill forces nothing upon the Indian 
tribes who are intended to be benefited by its provi- 
sions. Each tribe will ‘still be left free to make 
its own laws and regulations, for the government 
of its own people within its respective limits, 


‘Tne Confederacy proposed to the different tribes 


may be entered into or not, at their own pleasure. 
It is true that most of the tribes who have emigra- 
ted to the West, have been consulted on the sub- 
ject of the contemplated organization and form of 
Government ‘which is the subject of our present 
consideration, and have expressed their cpinions in 
favor of the measure. It is also true that several 
of the largest and most énlightened tribes have not 
yet expressed a formal opinion on thé subject; and 
it is known that-many of their leading men have 
expressed opinions adverse to this measure. It is 
therefore a subject still open for investigation and 
consideration; and I indulge the belief that proper 


sions of this bill, it is not proposed to Jocate a soli- : 
tary tribe of the Indians from any one of the’ North 


investigation cannot fail to countetact the opinions 
of the few ‘selfish’and leading men amongst the Tn- 
dian tribes, who have been disposed to create oppo-~ 
sition to the policy of the Government in ‘regard to 
this matter, © o ere 
I regret that this bill has not received a greater 
Share of the attention of honorable Senators, who 
have manifested opposition to the measure. In the 
opening discussion, it was ably supported by the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. ‘Titon,] in a speech 
chiefly composed of facts and figures. In that 


Speech most of the material historical facts neces- 


sary to the support of this measure, together with a 
considerable collection of statistical information, 
was laid before the Senate in a condensed form, 
which placed within the reach of evéry Senator the 
means of correct information, without the toil and 
research which it must have cost the Senator who 
had the honor to submit it for the information of 
others. 

This bill advances one more step towards the 
consummation of a most important object, which 
has long engrossed the minds and exertions of some 
few individuals, scattered through a long course of 
years, whose knowledge ur the true character and 


‘condition of the native American race had awa- 


kened their sympathy to a sense of the necessity of 
some vigorous effort to arrest the extermination, 
and total extinction, of the aboriginal race. 

In a retrospect of the past, we may with, grati- 
tude toa kind Providence congratulate ‘ourselves 
‘at the unparalleled prosperity and advancement of 
our’ beloved country, since the first settlement of 
our European fathers on this continent. ‘Our on- 
ward progress as a people is justly the admiration 
of the whole civilized world. Our good form of 
Government, our arts, our science, our towns, our 
cities, our agriculture, our commerce, our internal 
improvements, and every thing else, have sprung 
up in a few hundred years. j 

And, sir, we have wrested this delightful land 
from the bands of its native lords; and whether it 
has been done by force or fraud, the obligation 
which now devolves on us to rescue and save the 
remaining remnants is not altered or changed. 
The allusions made by honorable Senators to my 
long and untiring efforts in sapport of the policy 
which is now the subject of consideration; and 
my being called the parent of this measure, I should 
consider, if supported by facts, highly complimen- 
tary. But, sir, Į have no pretensicns to the honor 
of having originated this measure. General Wash- 
ington was the first public man from whom I 
recollect to have seen evidence, to satisfy my 
mind, that he looked forward to the plan which I 
now have so much solicitude to see consummated. 
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
Calhoun, and Mr. Adams, with many other en- 
lightened statesmen, had given official evidence of 
their approbation of the policy now under con- 
sideration, before T had the honor of a position 
which authorized me to move in this matter. 

But, sir, it is a subject of the highest gratification 
to me to have been the first member in either 
House of Congress to make a direct move on this 
subject; and that gratification is greatly increased 
by the share of success, thoug small which has at- 
tended my humble efforts, My first year’s labor 
(some ten years ago,) resulted in getting an appropri- 
ation of $15,000, todefray the expense ofan explor- 
ing expedition to the West, by competent agents of 
the Government, accompanied by delegations of se- 
veral tribes of theIndians then residing in the States. 
That duty was performed to the satisfaction of the 
Government; and the report made by these ex- 
ploring agents tended to remove the ‘idle impression 


_that a suitable country could not be found.. They 


not only found a country, but a most delightful 
country—one among the many delightful garden 
spots of America—a country possessing all the na- 
tural advantages to make a people prosperous and 
happy. eo 

it is true, sir; I did not stop here; that was only 
my first step, and my march has been onward ever 
sipée, i us 

T håve been inclined, and have done all that I 
could, to produce a radical change in oar Indian 
policy- I have long since been disgusted, and with 


| shame and confusion of faee looked at the poliey 
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pursued by this Government towards the Indians. 
Look at your volume of Indian treaties. What do 
you there see? One recorded farce after another, 
couched in language of high official and formal 
mockery, I rejoice, sir, that I have never had any 
agency in making an Indian treaty. And while I 
am here urging the execution of an Indian treaty 
at this session of Congress, I only do so because 
this Government will not comply with its obliga- 
tions, due to the State which I represent, through 
any other channel. 

My settled opinion, for the last twelve years, has 
been, that we should never make another treaty 
with a poor, subjugated Indian tribe. 

My plan is, and hasbeen, for the States and 
and Federal Government to legislate direct for their 
Indians, in the same manner that we legislate for 
orphans, minors, and ether persons who are incom- 
petent to take charge of their own righis. And as 
far as I have been concerned, I have acted upon 
this principle in my own State, and have more than 
once urged it upon the consideration of this Go- 
vernment to pursue the same course. But, sir, in 
my legislation for these unfortunate sons of the 
forest, my liberality, my care for their true benefit, 
my magnanimity shall be surpassed by no Senator 
on this floor. - If, in any of these instruments ealled 
treaties, injustice may appear to have been done to 
any, let us speedily repair the wrong. I would wil- 
lingly restore them fourfold for all the wrongs 
which may have been done them. 

Although the policy of this Government towards 
the Indians, is in many respects marked by too 
much disregard to the true interest of the native 
race; yet a critical examination into the history 
and settlement, as well as the policy, of all the 
American colonies, may in many cases plead some 
justification. In the first instance, a plea may be 
founded on the weakness of the colonists, and the 
strength of the natives, which put in operation 
that first law of nature, self preservation. ‘This 
weakness on the part of the first European settlers, 
introduced this treaty making policy. This con- 
ciliating plan, in the absence of power, was resorted 
to by all the colonies. 

Nor do I condemn or regret the success of our 
race on this continent; no, sir, I have none of that 
spirit of fanaticism, or sickly sympathy for these 
interesting people, which induces me to regret that 
they have been supplanted by a superior race—by 
husbandmen, for whom the God of Nature designed 
the more appropriate use of the earth. I cannot 
desire that this flourishing land of light and liberty, 
with all its various and beautiful improvements, 
should be retroceded to the hand of uncivilized man, 
and again become a wild wilderness, a dense fo- 
rest, for the wild man to roam and hunt in from 
place to place. 

Thus, sir, while I see much to regret and con- 
demn in the past policy of Europeans toward the 
native race; I feel it my duty to say, thatit re- 
quires examination, reflection, and much conside- 
ration, in order to form acorrect opinion of the 
past. 

Up to the present peried of our history, as a 
people, I think it must be-admitted, our intercourse 
regulations over the Indians have been most pre- 
judicial to their bestinterest. If they had been 
left to a state of nature, they would probably have 
been ina much better condition, as a whole, than 
they are at this time. A ; 

It does appear to me, that the policy of this Go- 
vernment has rather tended to encourage than 
restrain the barbarous habits of these people. At 
any rate, we have progressed in a policy that, to 
ny mind, has become insupportable. Until the 
emigrating and colonizing plan was taken up by 
the Government, no general effort had been made 
to benefit the Indians of our country; and the disa- 
bilities under which they now labor are of a most 
perplexing character, under which they are pe- 
rishing, and cannot long survive. Unless we 
speedily change our policy, the day is not far dis- 
tant when there-will not be a solitary one left to 
tell the sad story of his progenitors. But should 
success speedily crown the plan for which I have 
so long labored and toiled, in the face of a most 
powerful and talented opposition, my hopes will 
then be reyived for the salvation of a remnant of 
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this peculiar race of people. A people for whose 
real and permanent welfare I feel all the solicitude 
of which I am capable of feeling for any portion of 
the humanfamily. 

Most of those who from religious motives made 
efforts to better the condition of the Indians, have 
become fully convinced that without gplonization 
and civil government, without laws, most of these 
people would perish, These conclusions have 
been confirmed by two hundred years’ experience 
in the Eastern States, The hopeful beginnings of 
Elliot, Brainard, and others, soon disappeared. 
Their converts, I hope, got to a better world; but 
what was the condition of their Indian congrega- 
tions very soon after their decease? Why, most 
wretched, depraved, and perishing. Missionaries 
have continued to laber for the New England and 
New York Indians ever since; but, notwithstanding 
all these efforts, those tribes have been constantly 
sinking deeper and deeper in degeneracy and 
wretchedness, and perishing away into insignifi- 
cance and nothing. I entertain no doubt but the 
efforts of these good men have benefited a few indi- 
viduals; but, take them as a whole people, and 
their condition has been constantly becoming more 
and more deplorable. The better prospects and 
condition of the Southern tribes, and particularly 
the Cherokees, cannot be justly attributed to mis- 
sionary labors or operations. No, sir: the glory 
belongs to Him who overruled evi} and brought 
good out of it. 

During the Revolutionary war, and at its close, 
there were Tories who fied from their country, to 
escape the punishment due to their crimes, and 
Joined the Indians, and fought by their sides, amal- 
gamated with them, and took up their permanent 
residence amongst them. Seme of these men had 
property, intelligence, and education, and soon 
acquired great influence amongst the Indians, and, 
in most cases, were careful to educate the children 
which they had by Indian mothers. These 
men and their descendants taught the Southern 
Indians the arts of husbandry, industry, and im- 
parted to them their first ideas of a system of law, 
which should secure individual property. Thus 
they acquired a knowledge of the first principles of 
human prosperity; and civil order and law being 
thus introduced, they went on improving. The 
circumstance, too, of their having for a long timea 
large territory, unintruded upon by the whites, was 
favorable to their imbibing lofty feelings of charac- 
ter and independence, which is indispensable to the 
political advancement of any people. These im- 
provements, thus made in the condition of the 
Southern Indians, greatly facilitated the operations 
of the missionaries who settled in the Indian coun- 
try at a subsequent period. These missionaries 
were not placed among a people who were all 
savages, but always took up their abodes in neigh- 
borhoods far advanced in civilization. 

Many of the Indians and Indian countrymen had 
good houses and farms, and large herds of cattle, 
sheep and hogs, besides household furniture, imple- 
ments of husbandry, and a number of negro slaves. 
The missionaries, in settling among such a people 
as Ihave described, found a state of society not 
widely differing from that which, in former days, 
might often be found in newly settled countries by 
civilized men. Some of the missionaries who set 
tled among the Cherokees, were good people, and 
were very useful to the natives; but, at the same 
time, most of them advanced their own circum- 
stances and comfort, and improved their own con- 
dition as much as they did that of the Indians. 
These missionary efforts in the Cherokee country 
have been exaggerated, and published to the world 
in religious magazines, which will likely be handed 
down to posterity, and pervert the trath.on the his- 
toric page, when the present generation shall have 
passed away. Be assured, the greatly improved 
condition of the Cherokee people cannot be justly 
attributed to missionary labor; but to the establish- 
ment of civil order, produced by the means to which 
I have already adverted. Had the Cherokee 
people been located where they could have 
remained undisturbed, they might, and no doubt 
would, have prospered and done well. But 
this was not the case, the Southern States, 


` as their white population increased, -following the 


example of the Eastern and Middle States, and by 
the exercise of their own rights, found it expedient 
and proper to take’ such: steps as Should change 
their Indian population for that of the white, which 
they considered superior. © Moreover, they found 
it expedient, to exercise the common: right of all 
the States, and which the older States had:done: be- 
fore them, to.take the control. and government of 
their Indian population into their “own. hands. 
‘Such a course was in accordance with what had 
been the common.‘and established policy of the 
country, from the time of the first European settle- 
ments up to the present time. “It was most unrea~ 
sonable to expect that an exception with a few of 
the Southern States would occur, to that which had 
been the invariable practice every where else in 
America for upwards of three hundres years. For 
many years I clearly saw that the Southern tribes, 
as they became crowded by a white population, 
must.either change their residence, as most of the 
Northern tribes had done, or like those who still 
remain, become subject to a state of things which 
would inevitably cause them to dwindle, perish, 
and pass away from the face of the earth. 

In view of this state of things, I have been forced 
to the conclusion, that the plan which we now ád- 
vocate merits the support and approbation of the 
wise and the good from every section of our 
Union. ` It appears to me to be a measure so vastly 
important to a most interesting and peculiar por- 
tion of the human family, and a people, too, to 
whom we are under the strongest possible obliga- 
tions, that every honorable Senator on this floor 
should for once forget all party names and distinction 
disregard party or séctional interest, and each one 
strive to do most to preserve and save these people, 
who have so many just claims on our favorable 
consideration. 

I have often been surprised at the unbelief of 
many intelligent and well-informed persons in re~ 
gard to the practicability of the civilization and 
improvement of the native race of our country. 
Give them the same opportunity, and they will im- 
prove just like other people. Let us hereafter con- 
sider them as human beings, of like passions and 
propensities with ourselves; and in thus consi- 


dering them, I know, from my own knowledge and 


observation, we shall only do them justice. Give 
them liberty and law, and at no distant day they will 
exhibit a community which will do honor to the 
legislation which we now urge for their benetit. 

They are not only endowed with all the natural 
and necessary faculties for mental cultivation and 
improvement, but whenever. -the ‘opportunity of 
proper cultivation has been extended to them) they 
bave as rarely failed to make good use of 
their opportunities as other people of other na« 
tions. I will not dwell upon the thousands of 
cases, which might be individually referred to, 
for the purpose of establishing the fact, of 
the natural capacity of this race of people being 
as well adapted to mental cultivation, as that of 
the people of other nations; because the reflection 
and knowledge of each Senator must bear testi- 
mony to the correctness of my statement on this 
subject. 

Let us give them a fair trial, as provided for in 
this bill. Let us take this first step towards ele- 
vating this people in the scale of human beings. 
This bill violates no existing law or treaty, but 
goes far to carry out and fulfil many of the exist- 
ing obligations of this Government to various 
tribes who are embraced in the bill. This bill 
places these harrassed people beyond the reach 
of State interference; and the right of soil should 
be as securely guaranteed to these people, to them 
and their posterity for ever, as it is to the people of 
any State in this Union. 

The institutions of these people should, as far 
as practicable, be assimilated to our own in every 
respect. Let us bind them to our great confede- 
racy of States by the tiesof union and family fra- 
ternity. Let as even look to the day when they 
may become a bright star in the American constel- 
lation of States.. Let these people receive from 
our hands all the liberality and encouragement 
which will promote their true interest. Let as pru- 
dently aid them in the formation of suitable and 
and good laws for their Government, Let us watch 


over and guard them, from indiscreet legislation in. 
the first stages of théir new Government. “The 
course suggested is the proper one to obliterate past 
injuries; and new pursuits and new prospects ofa 
cheering and encouraging nature,are bestcaleulated 
to turn their minds from the painful recollections of 
the past, and’ cause them to look forward ‘to the 
prize set before them, with that hope which gives 
joy and peace. 
improvement, prospective preferment and distinc- 
tion, will nourish a laudable enterprise and ambi- 
tion in this interesting race of long neglected 
people. 

Such a course as the one suggested would, I 
trust, extinguish every unkind feeling which may. 
have been taken with them to their new homes. 
Let us endeavor to obliterate from their memories 
all past strifes and animosities. I was desirous 
myself that these people should have been allowed, 
at once, a delegate of their own choosing on the 
floor of Congress, one of their own people. I 
know they have competent men, native Indians, 
who could: not fail to be respected on the floor of 
Congress, for their intelligence, and genteel deport- 
ment. By such a course they would not only feel 
that their relation to us was amity and peace, but 
they would soon learn to feel a family and kindred 
interest in the welfare and ‘prosperity of the nation 
and Government of which they would form a part. 
Then, sir, we should no longer need a military 
force to preserve peace and good order amongst 
these native Americans, whose common origin 
from the same great parent with ourselves entitles 
them to our special care and regard. Wretched 
indeed will always be the state and condition of any 
people who must be kept in subordination by a 
military force. 

Instead of further delay and consideration 
on this subject, as has been recommended 
by the honorable Senator frem South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Catnoun,] to my mind, now is 
the auspicious moment for this Government 
to make a vigorous effort to move forward and do 
something for the permanent interest and benefit of 
these people, by extending to them at least the ad- 
vantages contemplated by this bill, Now is the ac- 
cepted time for action. The Indians stand at your 
door and knock. ‘Now is the most favorable time 
to make the best possible impression on the minds 
of these people. Ifwe do not proceed now, a re- 
tregrade movement may be apprehended. 
intelligent men amongst these Indian tribes have 
long been looking to the state of things contem- 
plated by this bill. Let us not disappoint them. 
Justi¢e calls for this last effort to save these people. 
Humanity requires it; conscience demands it; pos- 
terity will admire it; and Heaven will award its 
blessing to those who shall be instrumental in con- 
summating this beneficent plan to redeem from ruin 
an interesting portion of our fellow-men. 

Mr. KING had no disposition, if his health per- 
mitted, to consume much of the time of the Senate 
in support of the amendment, and he was the less 
disposed to do so, as he was. fully aware what lit- 
tle hopes there were of its success. He regretted 
` the temper of the Senate on this subject, and could 
not but feel surprised that an amendment so im- 
portant to the frontier States of the Southwest 
should not'meet with a more favorable considera- 
tion. He had no disposition whatever to embar- 
rass the bill which the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Lumpxin,] had so much at heart, and which he 
had been nursing with such parental care; he had 
no disposition to strangle it, as the gentleman feared, 
but at the same time he could not approve the con- 
tinuvation of a course of policy calculated to press 
heavily on the country from whence he came. 

While gentlemen had this extraordinary kindness 
for the ‘unfortunate red men, they ought to give 
them a country sufficiently large to support them, 
and in which they would net be driven by starva- 
‘tion, and wantof elbow room, to depredate on their 
white néighbors.. Was it intended that all the In- 
dians,. Northern: as “well as Southern, should be 
crowded Onur Southwestern borders, in order that 
the whole’country “north. of the Compromise line 
shouldbe Kept-exclusively for a white population? 
Tr was not to be disgtised that it was. There were 
Already 75,000 Indians in the Territory embraced 


Increasing comfort, progressive ` 


Many, 
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in this bill, being as many as the country can con- 
veniently support; and it was proposed to crowd 
more there—-wild Indians too—and what would be 
the consequence? Why the plunder of their white 
neighbors, and this could not be prevented, 
for we could not keep up a standing army 
sufficient to keep them in awe: the States 
would not agree to it. Well might the Senator 
from Arkansas say that the object was to get more 


States at the Northwest; and he would ask the’ 


Senator from Indiana, if he would oppose the 
amendment, if he believed there would not be 
more States formed tothe Northwest? 

Mr. K. regretted that his Southern friends did 
not view the subject in the light that he did; but if 
they were willing to take the consequences, all he 
could say was that he warned them in time, and 
that his skirts were clear. He felt for the Indians 
as much sympathy as any man; he had always 
manifested the strongest desire to protect them, to 
promote their welfare, and to provide for their civi- 
lization and improvement. He knew that they 
could not be protected as long as they remained in 
the States, and knew’that if they did, they would 
share the same fate which the honorable Senator 
from Indiana said was reserved for the Indians of 
his State on their first outbreak. Let them, said 
the honorable gentleman, take the life of one of our 
people, and they will be exterminated. We of the 
South, said Mr. K. did notexterminate them, though 
they have frequently been the aggressors, and have 
shed freely- the blood of onr people. Mr. K, felt 
that he was trespassing on the time of the Senate 
in vain, and that his amendment was destined to 
fail. He saw that his Southern friends were 
indifferent as to futnre consequences, provided they 
could carry out the object they had at present in 
view. But, if his health permitted, he could pre- 
sent the subject to them in such a way that they 
could not avoid giving it a favorable reception; 
and he thought he could even convince his North- 
ern friends that the amendment was eminently cal- 
culated to preserve the race for which they 
expressed so much sympathy. Like many men, 
however, he feared that their practice did not 
accord with their professions. Where were their 
Indians? Gone, sir; destroyed—rooted out from the 
face of the earth; and yet they come here and talk 
about the oppressions of the South. Look, said 
Mr. K., at our tribes, the Creeks, the Cherokees, 
and the Chickasaws. Are they trampled down— 
exterminated? No, sir; they are powerful tribes. 
We have placed them in a fine, fertile country; the 
finest country that the sun shines on; with an 
abundance of navigable streams for their use when 
they become civilized enough to use them, and 
parts of it abounding in game for those who are not 
yet far enough advanced to live by agricultural 
pursuits. He wished gentlemen would turn their 
eyes to the Indians of their own country, and, 
weighing what has been done towards them with 
what has been done with the Southern tribes, strike 
the balance. 

If the wild Indians of the Northwest are to be 
removed, he would ask the honorable Senator from 
Indiana where they are to be placed. The Sena- 
tor was well acquainted with the whole Indian 
country—the quality of its soil, and its capacity to 
support an Indian population. He would ask 
him then were these wild Indians are to be placed, 
and by him to consider what will be the conse- 
quences to his proposed confederation,as well as to the 
neighboring whites, of crowding in the circum- 
scribed limits of the Territory, a number of lawless 
savages, too wild and uncivilized to support them- 
selves by the fruits of the earth. Mr. K. went on 
in continuation of his remarks, offering various 
reasons in support of his amendment. 

My. TIPTON said the Senator from Alabama, 
{Mr. Kine,] in defending his amendment, calls on 
me for the reasons which induce me to oppose it; 
and asks if my opposition does not arise out of a 
desire to leave. room for the formation of a State 
north of the State of Missouri, and west of the 
Mississippi river? 

In answer, the honorable Senator is informed that 
I have several reasons for opposing the amendment 
which he has proposed = 0. = =o ae 

His amendment proposes to. set: apart’ all the 


¥ 
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f the Mississippi river,-east of the 
Rocky mountains, and north of the State of Mis- 
souri, to the Canada line, excepting that.to which 
the Indian title has been extinguished, for an addi- 


tional Indian Tertitory, to be appropriated exclu- 


country west o 


` sively to the use of the Indians. 


I doubt whether the honorable member has exa- 
minéd the maps of that portion of the United States 
territory, to ascertain the immense extent of coun- 
try to be included within his proposed Indian Ter- 
ritory. Why, sir, it is large enough for a king- 
dom! According to thé best maps, it is, in compa- 
rison to the country comprised ‘in the twenty-six 
States and two Territories, as 11 is to 174, or, it is 
about two-thirds as large as the whole twenty-six 
States and two Territories. 7 
- The United States and Territories are computed 
to contain 954,720 square miles. When the last 
census was taken, the population of the United 
States was 12,796,649; say that it is at this time, 
in round numbers, 13,000,000. Ifthe quantity of 
land within the United States and Territories were 
equally divided among the people it would give to 
each soul about forty-seven acres. 

The whole number of Indians east of the Rocky 
mountains is estimated at 233,000; the number 
within the mountains is reckoned at 20,000, and 
that west of the mountains at 80,000; in all, within 
the United States dominions, 333,000. - 

The country embraced in the amendment, includ- 
ing that described in the bill, contains about 636,000 
square miles, equal to 407,040,000 acres. This, di- 
vided among the Indian population within the district, 
would give to each more than 1,746 acres, which 
would be thirty-seven times as much as belongs to 
each person in the United States; or, take the Sena- 
tor’s amendment, exclusive of the country and the 
Indians embraced in the bill, and the following will 
be the result: 

The territory embraced by the bill contains about 
76,800,000 acres, on which it proposes to locate 
ultimately 133,883 Indians, giving about 5734 
acres to each. This leaves within the exclusive 
operations of the amendment 330,547,200 acres, 
and less than 100,000 souls; say, in round numbers, 
100,000. This would give to each person about 
3,3054 acres, or seventy times as much as belongs 
to each person in the United States. — 

If, however, the Senator designs by his amend- 
ment to include only the lands between the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri rivers, and north to our northern 
boundary, still the proportion of land to each will 
be about the same as that of the last calculation. It 
is not pretended that these calculations are frac- 
tionally precise, but they do, I feel confident, ap- 
proximate the truth. 

We, who advocate this bill, as reported by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, are charged by the 
Senator with crowding the Indians into a compass 
too small for their convenience. 

‘When I addressed the Senate on this subject a 
few days ago, I showed that, according to the pro- 
visions of the bill, we were allowing to each indi- 
vidual, who would ultimately be located in the 
Territory, twenty-one times as mnch land as be- 
longed to each person within the State of Ohio. Is 
not this enough? Is the committee, I ask, obnox- 
ious to the charge now brought forward by the 
mover of the amendment, which is the subject of 
debate? I think not. í 

Another reason why I oppose his amendment is, 
because he proposes what would effectually check 
the growing power of the Western country, and of 
the nation. I do not charge the honorable Senator 
with moving the amendment with that object in 
view; but I do say that, if adopted, it will have 
that effect. I am confident he neither intends nor 
wishes to produce such a result. He is a states- 
man of too. much -experience, and indulges 
more comprehensive views. If he will refleet on 
this subject, he will perceive that my apprehensions 
respecting the effect of his amendment, are correct. 
With this evil in prospect, while he proposes to 
give his Indians seventy times as much land as be- 
Jongs to each person. within the United States at 
this time; I. think I may be pardoned for objecting 
to his ‘amendment. 


~The Sioux tribe is at present spread over and 
-claims the country from Prairie du Chien, up the 
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St. Peters river, and westward across the vast prai- 
ries, to the Missouri river. Their number is stated 
to be 21,000 souls. The Chippewas, less- nume- 


rous, are spread over the head waters of the Mis- | 


sissippi, along the southern shores. of Lake Supe- 
rior, and north of thatiake within the British pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, extending westward a 
considerable distance. ` Every one knows some- 
thing of the unbounded influence which fereign 
agents have ever wielded over these Northern 
ribes, A rupture with Great Britain is invariably 
a war with our Indian neighbors, 
of profound peace in that quarter, and we should 
embrace the opportunity of taking such steps as 
would preserve this blessing. 

The country now in possession of these North- 
ern Indians, about the sources of the Mississippi, 


It is now atime. 


abounds with lakes of various dimensions, filled ; 


with the finest fish in’ the world. Fish, and the 
wild rice which abounds on the Fox, and many 
other rivers of the North, constitute the chief. ar- 
ticles of food of these people. On the approach of 
white settlers, with domestic animals, the wild rice 
will rapidly disappear, . That means of support 
failing, other means must be resorted to. Then it 
will be wise in us, and kind towards them, to in- 
duce them to remove to a more southern and mild 
climate, and become agriculturalists on a more fa- 
vorable soil. ‘We have a country every way suit- 
ed to that object, situated southwest of the Missouri 
river, and north of the Great Platte, and extending 
up towards the Yellow Stone river. Here is room 
for the organization of another Territory, if it 
should become necessary. It is true the bill pro- 
vides for including all the Indians south of Pancah 
river; but the principal reason for including any 
country north of the Platte was to afford the Ottoes, 
Omahas, and Pawnces, an immediate opportunity 
of participating in the advantages of the ‘Territory, 
hig we have good reason to believe they desire 
to. do. ; 

The bill reported by tke committee of the Senate 
differs a little from that reported by the committee 
of the House on the same subject. By the bill be- 
fore the House, the southern boundary. of the Ter- 
ritory extends up Red river to the 23d degree of 
longitude west of the meridian of the City of Wash- 
ington, thence on said line of longitude to the south 
fork of the river Platte; thence down said river to 
the Missouri river, and thence down the Missouri, 
and along the western boundaries of the States of 
Missouri and Arkansas, to the beginning. Should 
any Senator desire an alteration in the bill before 
us, making it to conform to the dill of the House, 

-and will propose an amendment to that effect, I 
will consent. I view such an alteration unimpor- 
tant. Ifmade, it will reduce the quantity of land 
embraced in the Senate’s bill, as it now reads, 
about 3,700,000 acres. ‘This is too inconsiderable 
of itself to give rise to objection. If the altering of 
the bill before us, so as to make it conform to that 
of the Honse, will make'it more acceptable to a 
single member of either House, I wish it done. 

Sir, I repeat that the amendment is, in my judg- 
ment, very exceptionable, because the Territory 
embraced by it is disproportioned to the population 
which is to possess it. It will, as I have stated, 
allow 3,305 acres of land to every soul, which is 
seventy times as much as the proportion to each 
individual within the United States and Territories. 
Te inhabitants would not be so compactly settled 
as to feel inclined to become agricultaralisis. Left 
within a country far too large, to roam in quest of 
game, as it and the wild rice diminish we may ex- 
pect them naturally to be impelied southward to- 
wards us, especially to spend their winters near a 


grain-growing. country, and that they will bring | 


with them, and communicate to our indians, un- 
friendly feelings towards the people of the United 
States. 


Tam called on by the honorable Senator from | 


ama [Mr. Kine] to state whether an object I 
‘ein view, in objecting to give up to-the In- 
; for ever the county north of the State of Mis- 
, and south of the St. Peters river, is not for 
sake of reserving it for the purpose of forming 
another free State? To this I answer in the aflir- 
mative. Ihave many friends and acquaintances 
in that country west of the Mississippi river, who 
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desire to: form a State at no distant. day, and ie 
Does the honorable Sena- ] 
tor expect to check the growing power of the , 


wish to gratify them. 


Northwest? Sir, he might as well.attempt to place 


himself at the mighty cataract where the waters of | 


the great lakes descend from their level into the 
abyss below, and stay the current of the Niagara, 
as to attempt to prevent the emigration of thein- 
dustrious, intelligent, and enterprising people from 
all parts of the United States to the loway Terri- 
tory, west of the Mississippi river. 


It is with great reluctance that I mention the subject — 


of slavery, oranti-slavery, into which Iam drawn by 


| this discussion.” But I may be permitted to state 


that I am decidedly opposed to the extension of 
slavery into any portion of our country, where it 
does not at this time exist. Although I havé al- 
ways voted for the right of petition, I profess to 
be as much opposed to disturbing the rights of our 
slaveholding States to this description of property, 
as any man south of the Ohio and Potomac. These 
views I-declared in my place here two years ago, 
I need not again repeat them. I regret exceeding- 
ly to see the subject stirred by the inhabitants of 
the free States. Our forefathers entered into 
the compact with slaveholders of the South. The 
mater is therefore older than the Constitution. It 
is a part of our bargain with our friends of the 
slaveholding States, that their rights in this respect 
should be ‘most scrupulously observed, and thus 
they should be observed by every patriot who ap 

preciates our free institutions. If any one has 
a desire to live ina slave State, let him settle south 
of the compromise line of latitude—36° 30/. Or, if 
he prefer a free State, there is ample room north of 
that line, and north cf the Ohio river, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, or the Far West, will gladly take 

them in. 

The Senator, in the course of his remarks, made 
allusion to what I had said on a former day about 
exterminating the Indians of Indiana, if one of my 
neighbors should be killed by them. I was speak- 
ing of the dangers to be apprehended from the in- 
troduction of such papers as the remonstrance pre- 
sented by my honorable friend from Alabama, 
{Mr. CLay.] I was endeavoring to show that we 
ought to do nothing to encourage a hope in the 
Indians that the policy of this Government in re- 
moving, and in settling them permanently in the 
West, could be cither arrested or altered. They 
who encourage such an idea are treading on dan- 
gerous ground. I was apprehensive of danger in 
the South, in the Senator’s own State otf Alabama, 
not in the State from which I came. In 1836 there 
was a rupture between the whites and the Indians 
in that and a neighboring State, when the Chief 
Magistrate of the State of Alabama found it neces- 
sary to march at the head of the militia to save the 
white people from a massacre. The hostile Indians 
retreated to their fastnesses in the swamps, and the 
militia and volunteers surronnded the swamps to 
shoot down the hostiles, as the friendly Indians, 
fighting in our behalf, drove them from their hiding 
places. If, instead of these swamps, the country 
had been plains or open prairies, such as we find 
much of the country to the Northwest, there would 
have been extermination. And who would have 
blamed the Alabamians? I should not. 

Sir, I have only to add, that I am inclined to 
think that the honorable mover of the amendment 
under consideration has not examined its effects 
with his usual care. Viewing the subject as I do, 
T cannot give it my support. 

Mr. SEVIER spoke at some length in favor of 
the amendment, commenting on the evils that. 
would result from crowding the wild Indians of 
the Northwest on the more civilized- tribes of the 
South, and the dangers that would be oecasioued 
to the adjacent States, when, the game failing 
these Indians, they would be driven to desperation 
by want« f subsistence. He thought that this was the 
time for those Senators who had expressed so much 
sympathy for the poor Indians, and talked so feel- 
ingly about removing them from the graves-of 
their forefathers, to show their sincerity. . He-eall- 
ed upon those Senators who had been presenting 
memorials in favor of leaving the: Indians’ where 
they are, and particularly: upon. the Senator ‘from 


Massachusetis, [Mr. Davis] who had. just presente | 


was passed, it set out with declaring that‘the coun- 
try without thé limits of the organized-States and 
Territories should be reserved for the Indians and 


their descendants forever. This was the law re- 
maining on the statute book, and he was disposed 
preserve the principle it involved. 

After some remarks from Mr. LENN, the debate 
was continued by Messrs. CALHOUN and KING 
in favor of the amendment, and by'Messrs. DAVIS, 
SOUTHARD, YOUNG, and WHITE opposed ‘to 
it, when the question was taken, and Mri KING'S 
amendment was rejected—yeas 11, nays 22, ‘as 
follows : A i 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, King, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Pres- 
ton, Roane; Sevier, and Spence—I1.: ~ 

NAYS Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay ‘of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Eyon, 
Morris, Niles, ‘Norvell, Pearce; Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young--22, 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the bill was amenid- 
ed, by reducing the salary of the Secretary ‘of the 
Territory from fifteen hundred to one thousand 
dollars; and oe ame 

After some farther remarks from Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, LUMPKIN, and WHITE, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading—yeas 38, nays 6, as follows: i 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Kuaight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith-of In- 
diana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge; "Tipton, 
Trotter, Wall, ‘White, . Williams, “Wright, “and 
Young—38. ` eS ee 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Niles, and Norvell-——6. a 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, . 
Tuxspay, May 1, 1838. ; 
WESTERN FRONTIER. 

The SPEAKER, on ‘leave, laid before the 
House a communication from the acting Sécretary 
of War, transmitting copies of instructions to’ Maj. 
General Gaines, relating to. the selection of sites 
for military posts on the western frontier öf Ar- 
Arkansas and Missouri. ne es 

On motion of Mr. YELL, laid on the table. 

CONDITION OF THE TREASURY. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG presented: a conimunica- 
tion from the Secretary of the. Treasury, stating 
the condition of the Treasury on thé ‘36th ult.’ by 
which it appears that the amount of available means 
was about 900,000 dollars, being, as'Mr. C: stated, 
about 600,000-dollars less than the amount stated 
in a previous communication from the Sécretary, of - 


: : : mp- 
tion of the Treasury notes authorized to be issived 
under the act of October last. 7 
The following is a copy of the communication: 
“Treastry Depi VENT, 
30, 1838: 


5 wep tit cit Apri 3: 
Twansmit for the information of the Commitee 
of Waysand Means, the enclosed statement, marked 


ce eee 


A, showing the condition of the Treasury on this 
day, as to its available resources. ` 
` YTremain, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Hon. C. ©. CAMBRELENG, 
C. C. Ways and Means, House of Rep’s. 
A 


Amount of Treasury Notes issued up to April 28th, 
inclusive, per Treasurer's state- 
ment - = = = = $9,423,959 31 
Will probably be issued 30 April - 135,000 00 
9,558,959 31 
$10,000,900 00 


Not issued on the Ist of May, °38, 
about - - - - - 441,040 69 
Treasury Notes received for duties, lands, and in 
payment of debts due to the United States, per 
returns received at this office upto the 30th 
April, °38, abont - - = $5,150,000 00 
Other funds available and subject to draft, (de- 
ducting $400,000 in the Mint, and $590,000 
Treasury funds;) about (less than) #500,000 00 
(Mr. Harerer presented the petition of Samuel 
Fish of Muskingum county, Ohio: referred to the 
Committee of Claims.] 

Petitions and memorials of a private nature 
were also, on leave, presented by Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS of Kentucky, HARPER, JONES. of 
Wisconsin, LINCOLN, MONTGOMERY, WIL- 
LIAMS of Tennessee, and CAMPBELL of Ten- 
nessée. 

The following resolutions were, on leave, sub- 
mitted, and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
Lexington post office, to Westkill post office, all 
in the county of ‘Green, and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. H. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to this House a copy of the report of Major 
Bellknap, of the 3d regiment of infantry, with re- 
spect to the removal of the obstructions to the na- 
vigation of the Sabine river. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER of Ohio, 


Resolved, That. the Secretary of War lay before ` 


this House the report and. survey of the harbor of 
Sandusky, made by Lieut. Campbell Graham, in 
the year 1826. . ` 

On motion-of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Iola 
to St. Joseph, in Florida, on the railroad track be- 
tween those places. 

THE LATE DUEL. 

The House resume. the unfinished business, be- 
ing the consideration of the report of the, select 
commitiee appointed to inquire into the causes 
which Jed to the death of the late Hon. JONATHAN 
CiLLEY. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. Apams 
to recommit “what purported to be” the report of the 
select committee, with instructions to strike out the 
argumentative part thereof, and report only the evi- 
dence, and also to recommit the motion to print. 

The pending motion was that of Mr. Duncan to 
strike out the words in italics. 

Mr. ADAMS, in reference to Mr. Tuomas’s 
statement of last night, (as given above,) admitted 
its correctness, viz: that the majority report of the 
Bank investigating committee; but he complained 
that in the case. before the House, nothing ap- 
peared on the journal of the committee that the 
repert-was adopted there by a majority. 

Mr. A. accepted Mr. DUNCAN’S amendment 
as a modification :of his: instructions. f 

Mr- REED.complained of the misrepresentations 
sent abroad.;of’ the. course pursued by him and his 
friends’: Though:in favor of recommitting the par- 
tial-report; -he was not opposed to: the publication 
of therfacterc e =; : eo 

‘Mr. MERCER called for a. farther division of 
thecquestion. nc s ooo a ; 
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Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, moved an addi- 
tional amendment as follows: “and that the peti- 
tions ‘upon.the subject of duelling, heretofore re- 
ferred to the committee by this House, be recom- 
mitted to the committee; and said committee are 
hereby directed to report thereon to this House.” 

Mr. F. said he was induced to move this amend- 
ment, for the purpose of bringing distinctly before 
the House for their action the memorials and peti- 
tions which had been received and referred to this 
committee. He understood that upwards of one 
hundred memorials and petitions upon this subject, 
signed by some fifteen or twenty thousand citizens, 
had been presented and referred to this committee 
for their consideration, It appeared to him that 
these memorials should receive some consideration, 
and that they should. be reported upon; that it 
was an ast of justice due to the memorialists, and 
a duty devolving upon the House. The doctrine of 
the gentleman frem Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
on a former occasion, was, that the right of petition 
was sacred ; that it involved the duty of the House 
to hear, examine, and report upon the same. Now 
Mr. F. insisted that the committee should not be 
discharged from this duty. 


The SPEAKER suggesied to the gentleman that 
the instructions referred to the petitions, and that 
those who voted for the instructions of course re- 
lieved the committee from the petitions 

Mr. FLETCHER replied, that if that was the 
onsttruction, the House would take the responsi- 
cbiliy upon itself, andhe would therefore withdraw 
his amendment. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR 
and: Messrs. BOON, ELMORE, PETRIKIN, 
BRONSON, and MERCER, as to the position of 
the question under the various divisions called for, 

Mr. THOMAS moved to strike out the latter 
branch of the instructions. 

{This was to discharge the committee from the 
further consideration of that part of the original re- 
solution of 22d February, directing them to in- 
quire into and report if any breach of privilege 
had been committed.] 

Mr. THOMAS feared that the Huuse were about 
to take a step, which, instead of extricating, would 
involve us in stil further embarrassments. We 
have for several days been engaged in a discussion 
to determine whether this committee have exceeded 
their powers. There is much contrariety of opinion 
as to the effect of the original resolution under 
which the committee was organized, and of the re- 
peated orders of the House referring various peti- 
tions, which have been committed. And now, sir, 
with a full knowledge of this, what are we about to 
do? The gentleman from Massachusetts has moved 
to commit this report, with certain instructions. Of 
this motion a division has been called for; and the 
sense of the House will be first taken on the motion 
to commit, and then the House will proceed to 
vote upon the instructions proposed. In this mode 
of proceeding no inconvenience would be encoun- 
tered, if all who vote to commit, would then vote 
together, as to the instructions tube given. But 
is it reasonable to anticipate such a state of things? 
Can it be doubted but that many will vote to com- 
mit who will not be united as to the nature 
of the instructions to be given? And may it not 
happen that the report will be recommitted, 
and yet a majority. of the House be found 
unwilling to modify the original resolution 
under which the committee were appoint- 
ed, or to: discharge the committee from the 
consideration of the petitions that have been. refer- 
red? In that event, we shall have the members of 
the committee in the same position in. which. they 
have been placed. . They will-be required to deter- 
mine upon the extent of their powers; and the 
Tionse will again be engaged in ten days’ discus- 
sion to determine whether. the committee have or 
have not exceeded the authority granted. It is 
time for this House to take the proper: responsi- 
bility. For one, he had been prepared from 
the moment that this - subject was intro- 
duced, to -vote,. directly and unequivocally, 
upon all the questions which have arisen. — It is 
due to the committee that the whole House should 
act.with.candor and distinctness.. Letus say what 
the committee sre to do before we instguct. them to 
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take charge again of these delicate questions. Let 
us say whether they shall, or shall not, report upon 
the question whether.a breach of the privileges of 
this House has heen committed, or not. And let 
us say whether the committee shall, or shall not, 
present to the House measures of redress for any 
grievance which they may think exists. When 
this has been done, the House will have discharged 
its duty. Without this we shall have avoided, we 
shall not have decided, those questions, in the dis- 
cussion of which we have been occupied, to the 
exclusion of all other business, for more than a 
week. We shall have evaded responsibility, and 
have devolved the whole upon the members of the 
committee. This, Mr. T. was not prepared to do. 
He had formed opinions upon these questions; he 
was prepared to spread them upon the records of 
the House of Representatives. : 

Mr. ELMORE expressed his assent to this 
amendment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays 
upon it; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS briefly opposed this motion, and 
expressed himself at a loss to perceive what fur- 
ther relief it could afford the committee. 

Mr, MAY then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. RIVES suggested that, in consequence of 
the confusion incident upon so many propositions 
to amend, it would be better to adjourn, so that 
they might be postponed till to-morrow, 

The House refused to adjourn—yeas 7, nays 156, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tyomas’s 
amendment, and it was decided in the affirmative 
yeas 96, nays 68. 

The question then recurred on the remaining 
branch of the instructions, to recommit with in- 
structions to report the evidence only, being the 
original motion of Mr. Apams, on which a division 
had been called for; first on the motion to recom- 
mit, and th n on the instructions. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a substitute, viz: that 
the report of the majonty and views of the minority, 
together with the journal and evidence, be recom- 
mitted, with instructions to arrange the journal, 
evidence, and the. questions propounded, whether 
overruled by the majority or not;and that they re~ 
port the same to the House without comments or 
arguments. 

Mr. TOUCEY called for the yeas and nays 
on the proposition, which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS questioned the motion of Mr. R. 
being in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was; but after some 
further conversation— 

Mr. RARIDEN withdrew it for the present, and 
the question recurred as before. 

Mr. THOMAS, in order to test the sense of the 
House, moved to strike out the balance of the in- 
structions. 

Mr. BOON inquired, what would be the effect of 
a motion to lay these several motions on the table? 

The CHAIR replied, thatit would lay the whole 
subject on the table, as the report, &c. would 
cohere. 


Some conversation then took place between 
Messrs. MERCER, ELMORE, TOUCEY, and 
ADAMS, as to the situation of the bill to prevent 
duelling; Mr. ELMORE stating that the committee 
had agreed to some. amendments, and Mr, TOU- 
CEY that he was ready to report it, the amend- 
ments having been agreed to unanimously. 

Mr. ADAMS accepted Mr, RARIDEN?’S pro- 
position as a modification of his own, and adding a 
further instruction to the committee to report the 
anti-duelling bill. ` . 

Mr. LEGARE dissented from it on the ground 
of irregularity in calling for the journal of a com- 
mittee, and the inutility of requiring any action of 
the House upon it. . Mr. L. called for a division of 
the question. ; 

Mr. THOMAS expressed his adherence to his 
motion to strike out the instructions, for he was op- 
posed to any instructions further than contained in 
the original resolution of the House. 

-Mr. BELL went, at length, into a course of ar- 
gument against the report of the committee. 

Mr. CHAMBERS made some remarks in sup- 
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port of the necessity of the journal of the commit- 
tee of this character forming part of the report, for 
as the House had to decide upon the testimony, the 
journal was indispensably necessary for them -to 
judge of the admissibility or rejection of evidence, 
the impartiality of callingand examining witnesses, 
&c. He commented upon the proceeding as a 
party measure; but he hoped. party feeling would 
pass away, and that the vote upon the question of 
privilege would be given, with a simple reference 
to the rights and dignity of the House, and of some 
of its members. With this view, he trusted the 
evidence would be reported with the journal, that 
the House might judge whether any evidence had 
been excluded, which ought to be in possession of 
the House. He referred to the circumstance that 
few of the members, manifestly not a quorum, 
were in their seats, and hoped the power of the 
House would not be exerted on this occasion. 
The business he thought too important to be 
ac'ed on by a mere quorum, and he was dis- 
posed to be good-natured, and take things as they 
are, and hoped the House would agree with him. 
He therefore moved an adjournment. 

The motion to adjourn was withdrawn at the re- 
quest of . i 

Mr. WILLIAMS, who moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which, on motion of Mr. 
Tuomas, a part of the instructions had been stricken 
from the resolution of Mr. Apams; which motion 
having been entered, 

Mr. BOONE rose to a question of order, and 
desired it to be ascertained if a quorum was pre- 
sent. 

The SPEAKER, after counting, said that 105 
members were present—not a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. ELMORE requested that it might be with- 
drawn, to allow him to make an explanatien. 

Mr. BELL hoped the House would adjourn. It 
was ungenerous to go on in the present state of the 
House. 

Mr. CHAMBERS renewed his motion to ad- 
journ, which had precedence of the motion to call 
the House. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and the vote was carried in 
the negative—ayes 60, noes 68. 

Mr. ADAMS said, as by the vote there appeared 
to be a quorum present, he should withdraw his 
motion for a call of the House, and was proeeeding 
with some remarks upon the motion to reconsider, 
when 

Mr. McKENNAN moved an adjournment, but 
withdrew it for a moment to allow 

Mr. TOUCEY to report the bill from the Senate 
“to prevent the giving or receiving a challenge in 
the District of Columbia, and for the punishment of 
the same,” with an amendment; which was, by 
unanimous consent, received, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. McKENNAN renewed his motion to ad- 
ourn, 

3 Mr. ADAMS called for the yeasand nays; which 
being ordered, 

Mr. McKENNAN said it was not his purpose to 
fatigue the House with calling the yeas and nays, 
and he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. YELL suggested, that as no vote ought to 
be take on the subject before the House, it might 
be laid on the table for the present, and the House 
could proceed with some other business. And he 
moved to lay the subject on the table, and take up 
the army bill. . ; 

Some conversation ensued upon this motion; 
when, 

Mr. GRAHAM moved an adjournment. r 

Mr. YELL called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and by a vote of yeas 78, nays 56, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Turspay, May 1, 1838. S 
The Senate adjourned at an early hour, without 
transacting any business save of a private na- 
ture. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, May 2, 1838. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, on leave, presented certain 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, relative to the sufferers of the Wyoming 
Valley; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered 


_to be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire presented 
a petition from Horace Duncan and others for the 
establishment of a mail route from Haverhill, New 
Hampshire, to Lancaster, New Hampshire, via 


North Lyman ‘ 
THE LATE DUEL. 

The House resumed the unfinished business be- 
ing the consideration of the report from the select 
committee appointed to investigate the causes 
which led to the death of the late Hon. JONATHAN 
CILLEY. 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
WILLIAMS of Kentucky, to reconsider the vote, 
by which the House rejected the latter branch of 
Mr. Apams’s instructions, discharging the commit- 
tee from the consideration of the question of breach 
of privilege, and from the memorials on the sub- 
ject of the duel. : 

Mr. CONNOR moved a call of the House, 


which was ordered, and proceededin till 175 mem- - 


bers responded, when 

Mr. MORGAN moved that it be dispensed with. 

Mr. WISE hoped the House would persist in 
calling his judges, so that there might be a full 
bench, for he had no idea of the races taking his 
judges off the bench. 

The motion was rejected, the call further pro- 
ceeded in, and excuses rendered for several absen- 
tees; when 

Mr. DAVIS made an ineffectual motion to dis- 
pense with the call; and it was further proceeded 
in,-with closed doors, till the roll was nearly called 
through, and 180 members were ascertained to be 
present; when : 

Mr. MITCHELL moved to dispense with its 
further proceedings; which was agreed to—ayes 74, 
noes 44. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
consider, and the yeas and nays being ordered, 
after some remarks from Messrs. TILLUNG- 
HAST, MERCER, POPE, and McCKENNAN, 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew the mouon at the re- 
quest of the latter, to enable him (Mr. McKennan] 
to submit three distinct propositions: 

1. To recommit the report, evidence, and other 
papers, with instructions to report nothing more 
than the evidence by them taken, and such parts of 
the journal as would show what evidence was 
offered and excluded. 

2. That in consideration the House had not 
heretofore proceeded against any one in the nume- 
rous duels that had taken place, it would not be 
just to do so in this instance; but declaring that, 
hereafter, challenging a member for language spo- 
ken in debate, is a violation of the privileges of the 
House. 

3. Discharging the committee from the further 
consideration of the original resolution, and memo- 
rials, on duelling, except so far as ordered Ly the 
first resolution. 

The question, however, was on the first branch 
of Mr. Apams’s instructions, requiring the commit- 
tee to report only the evidence and journal. 

Mr. ADAMS earnestly advocated the propriety 
of his own motion, and condemned, with great se- 
verity, the course of the committee, and designated 
the whole proceeding asan Administration measure. 

Mr. THOMAS, for himself, gave this statement 
a most unqualified denial, and disclaimed it in toto. 
He called upon the gentleman to give the evidence 
of his assertion. 

Mr. ADAMS referred to the journal of the votes 
as evidence of the fact. 

Mr. THOMAS referred to his vote against re- 
ceiving the petitions calling for the expulsion of 
members by name, and explained his object in the 
mctions made by him in reference to the report. 

[There was much angry feeling exhibited: Mr. 
Apams reiterating his charge with great warmth, 
and Mr. Tuomas repelling it. The debate will be 
given hereafter.j 


Mr. ADAMS explained the object of his motion 


to recommit to. be, to strip the report of much ex- 
citing and excitable debating matter, and relieve 
the House from it: - He insisted that. the petitions 


. did not justify the committee in selecting a few of 


the individuals implicated, or that they were of that 
character which demanded astion, because they did 
not come from those most interested in the ques- 
tion-—the constituents of those members. a 
. Mr. McKENNAN, for the purpose of not em- 
barrassing the question, or opening a wider field, 
withdrew his proposition. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentueky then renewed his 
motion to reconsider the vote rejecting the second 
branch of Mr. Apams’s instructions. : 

Mr. THOMAS then replied to the charge brought 
by Mr. Apams, of making the Administration re- 
sponsible for this proceeding. 

Mr. BOON said, when the member from Maesa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Apams,] under a general assanlt 
upon the Administration, uttered what he knew to 
be destitute of any foundation whatever, he took 
the liberty, as he had an undoubted right to. do, of 
palling the gentleman to order; and this, said 
Mr. B. threw that member into a fit of frenzy, 
and has drawn from him a train of ill-natured 
personal allusions towards myself.. The member 
from Massachuseits has, in his great zeal to pro- 
mote party purposes, declared, without qualifica- 
lion, that this. is an Administration measure; and 
for this, sir, I called the gentleman to order; where- 
upon he was most. graciously ‘pleased to except 
myself from the application of his declaration, 
and, by way of retort, said that my votes would 
show that I was not influenced by party considera- 
tions. Sir, continued Mr. B. it is a difficult ques- 
tion to settle as to what party the gentleman from 
Massachusetts belongs, for itis, I believe, generally 
admitted that in politics he is a perfect nondeseript. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that it was not in 
order to make any personal allusions to a member 
in debate. 


Mr. BOON said he could not reply to the remarko 
of that gentleman in order, who was notoriously 
known to be out of order whenever he addressed the 
House. ‘ ; ; 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if my votes are to be cons 
sidered as an unerring test of my fealty tothe Ad- 
ministration, it. will. be seen that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts is. sometimes found voting'as 
I do; and I am free to declare, that whenever.such, 
happens to be: the case, I have, on all occasions of: 
the kind, seriously doubted the correctness. of my 
vote. Sir, on’a former’ occasion, I declared as I 
now do, that I was a party man for principle, and 
that I would sustain the Administration in all ‘its 
rightful measures; but when any measure shall 
be proposed by the Administration, of which E 
may disapprove, I will exercise my own judge 
ment, independent of the Administration. It has 
been my fortune to differ on’ some points with 
some of my political friends, and. for which I feel 
exceedingly sorry. But so it is, and so it must be. 
Why, sir, it so happened that the member from 
Massachusetts and myself voted in favor of -the 
appointment of the select committee, to inquire and 
report upon the subjects referred to them; but new 
that the committee have labored fall two months 
in the faithful discharge of their duty::to their 
God, to this House, and to the country, the mem- 
ber from Massachusetts is for kieking the report 
of the committee out of the House, as an Adminis 
tration measure! Sir, allow me to Say. that none 
other than one possessing a heart overflowing. with 
the most malignant party feelings could: be capable 
of making the unfounded: charge made by. the 
member from Massachasetts—that this is an Ad- 
ministration measure. The gentleman would, if 
he could, create the belief that he is quite anxious 
to save the time of this House, and to prevent 
discussion on this subject. How far the gentle- 
man’s professions accord with his acts, in reference 
to this matter, may be seen by turning your eyes to 
the clock, and observe how much of the time of-the 
House that member has consumed from the lead- 
ing of the journal till the few minutes which were 
occupied in a brief reply by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Tuomas,] who has just taken: his 
seat. Sir, if the gentleman be reglly sincere in his 
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professions abour the saving of time, let him give 
the proof thereof, by marching up to the question 
at once, and voting directly upon the resolutions 
reported by the committee. I, for one, said Mr. 
B. am ready and willing to meet the question now 
or at any time; and if the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and those who aet with him, will but 
meet the question at once, there will be an end of 
the matter. Iam for no staving-off. To use the 
language of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
some two or three years since, let there no dodging 
the question, as he then charged upon another 
body, in another quarter of this Capitol, when the 
war question with France was under consideration, 
and when that gentleman made a speech on both 
sides of that question, 

Mr. MURRAY then moyed to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. POTTS asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 47, nays 124. 

So the House refused to lay it on the table. 

_ Mr. ELMORE had hoped that what he had said 
in explanation of his views of duty, and in express- 
ing his desire to have explicit instructions given to 
the committee, had been understood by the House, 
but it appeared to him to have been otherwise; and 
he went on at large to urge the House to say, dis- 
tinctly, what was desired by the House in the re- 
commitment, 

He contended that the House had, by its 
original resolution instructed him to perform a 
duty which was most painful, and he called upon 
the House, if they did not desire the performance of 
that duty, to discharge the committee from the or- 
der, in direct terms. There were doubts existing 
an relation to the condition in which the committee 
would be found under the instructions as now pro- 
posed to the House. He was pleased with the re- 
solution of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] because it proposed to discharge the 
committee from a most painful and delicate duty; 
and he had expressed his satisfaction, when the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Tuomas,] moved 
to strike out that clause; not because he wished 
the duty left upon the committee, but because he 
should obtain the clear expression of the views of 
the House. He would shrink from no duty the 
House might impose upon him; but if they intend- 
ed to relieve the committee from the responsibility 
of reporting upon the question of a breach of pri- 
vilege, he wished that it might beso done that there 
could be no misunderstanding on the part of the 
committee or any member of the House. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and decided in the negative—yeas 82, 
nays 90. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. THOMAS, to strike out that clause of the 
instructions of Mr. Apams, which directed tie 
committee to arrange the testimony, and such 
parts of the journal as would show what testimony 
had been offered and rejected by the committee, 
without any comment thereon, 


The question being taken by yeas and nays was 
decided in the negative—yeas 82, nays 93. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved to strike out a part of the 
clause just decided to be retained, but it was 
voted by the Speaker to be out of order. 


Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont then moved to 
amend the resolution by adding thereto, “that the 
petitions and memorials heretofore presented to the 
House upon the subject of duelling, be recommitied 
to the committee, and that they be required to re- 
port upon the same. 


Mr. F. remarked that he wished the whoie sub- 
ject to go together, and to have a report upon the 
whole, without having reports in details. He did 
not wish the House to lose sight of the petitions and 
memorials. 

Mr. MERCER suggested that the memorials had 
been reported on, by the report already made. 

Mr. FLETCHER said he knew they had report- 
ed, but that report would not be sent back, and he 
wished it sent back with the petitions and memo- 
rials, that the whole matter. might be acted on 
together. ; . 

Mr. ADAMS said tie should vote against the mo- 
tion to amend, for the reasons. that he considered 


the Senate bill, reported by the committee, as a re- 
port upon the memorials; and because, if the com- 
mittee were to examine the memorials and the vari- 
ous prayers contained in them, it would occupy 
many months, and would re-open all the ground 
already gone over. 

Mr. FLETCHER contended that the right of 
petition involved the right to have the memorials 
examined by the committee, and he was desirous 
that the various prayers contained therein should 
be reported upon. 

Mr. SLADE said he was in favor of the amend- 
ment of his colleague, and should be glad to vote 
for it; bnt he could not do so without a further 
amendment. He suggested to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding, “ that the committee report any 
testimony they may take in relation to the memo- 
rials, without comment.” 

Mr. FLETCHER declined to accept the modi- 
fication. He said he had not known any parlia- 
meniary usage in accordance with it. Petitions 
were referred to committees generally, and he 
could not conscat that this committee should be 
restricted. 

Mr. SLADE remarked that he wished to have 
the committee restricted in their investigation of 
the motion, as they were in relation te other parts 
of the investigation, and he moved to amend the 
amendment as he had suggested. He did not wish 
the commitee to go over the whole ground, and 
again to comment and argue npon the merits of the 
testimony brought before them. 

The SPEAKER, in answer to an inquiry of a 
member, stated that the effect of the previous ques- 
tion would be upon the passage of the resolutions 
reported by the commiltee. 

The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, it was rejected—yeas 63, nays 83 

Mr. FLETCHER called for the yeas and nays 
on his amendment; which were ordered, and the 
question being taken, the amendment was adopted 
—yeas 89, nays 86. 

Mr. LOOMIS said the Committee were required 
by the original resolution, and by the prayer of 
the memotials, to report upon the subject of a 
breach of privilege, and he moved to insert after 
the words “ without comment or arguments,” the 
words “except as to the question of a breach of 
privilege.” 

Mr. NAYLOR urged the propriety of caution on 
the part of the Horse, and protested against exer- 
cising the power of judging of breaches of privi- 
lege through the action of a committee. 

Mr. FAIRFUSLD called for the ayes and noes 
on the motion of Mr. LOOMIS, and they were 
ordered. 


Mr. LEGARE urged the House not to act pre- 
cipitately, and pressed the propriety of an adjourn- 
ment which he moved. 

The ayes and noes having been ordered on the 
Motion to adjourn, it was decided in the nega- 
tive—-ayes 88, noes 97. 

Mr. REED inoved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. LOOMIS, by adding atthe end of it the words, 
‘and if a member prove to be involved, they shall 
not proceed against him, but shall make a special 
report of that faét to the House.” 

Mr. R. remarked, that his object was to avoid 
such embarrassment as the House had found itself 
involved in, in consequence of net adhering to this 
rule of the Manual. 


Mr. MALLORY called for an adjournment. 

Mr. GRANT called for the yeas and nays; which 
baing taken, the motion was decided in the nega- 
live—ayes 88, noes 89, the Cuair voting’ in the 
negative. $ 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS then moved a 
call of the House; but before taking ths question 
thereon, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved that the House do now 
adjourn; which question being taken by ayes and 
noes, was decided in the negative—ayes 88, noes 97. 

The question then recurred on the motion tor a 
call of tne House; which having been ordered to be 
iaken by ayes and noes, was decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 74, noes 99. 
` And then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weownespay, May 2, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate, in obedience toa resolution, a statement 
showing the fortifications which were commenced 
and completed: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. os : A 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the heirs 
of Agnes Dundas, praying that certain property 
exhibited to the United States may revert to them: 
referred to the Committee on Judiciary: ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials 
from citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an 
international ecpy-right may not be passed. The 
memorials state that thirty millions of dollars capi- 
tal is employed in the book selling business of this 
country; and that if the law were passed it would 
prevent numerous persons engaged in that business 
from obtaining employment. Mr. B. said it was a 
subject that demanded the serious attention of Con- 
gress, and expressed a hope that it would receive it. 
The memorials were referred to the committee on 
the subject. 

Also, from anumber of ship masters, and others, 
asking that New Castle, in the State of Delaware, 
may be made a port of entry: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a, memorial from the President of the 
Philadelphia Lycenm, in relation to the important 
discoveries of Professor Espy,as to the causes of 
storms, &c.: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. B. also presented three memorials from 
the citizens of the county and city of Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States: laid on the table. sn 

Also, from a number of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia: the motion to receive 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. MOUTON presented five memorials from 
different individuals of Louisiana relative to land 
claims: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims: 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the petition of the 
mayor, recorder, aldermen, and common council of 
Michigan city, presented at the last session, were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Ohio, praying for the abolition of slave» 
ry and the slave trade in the Disirict of Columbia. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of the upper part of Ilinois, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. R. also presented the petition of the corpo- 
rate authorities of the town of Chicago, praying 
for the grantof a slip of land: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, auf ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
which was referred the resolution of the Senate on 
the subject, reported a bill authorizing the sale of 
certain bonds of the Bank of the United States 
belonging to the United States: read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a condensed 
statement of the condition of the State. banks, 
according to the latest returns received at the Trea- 
sury. Also, the returns on which the said state- 
ment may be founded. 


The CHAIR communicated a letter from the 


- Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report 


from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
on the subject of the mining lands in Wisconsin 
and the northern part of Illinois. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill granting to States and incorporated 
companies engaged in the construction of Roads 
and canals the right of way through the public 
lands, was taken up and read the third time. 

Mr. LYON, after some remarks, moved to lay 
the bill on the table, and after some remarks from 
Messrs. KING and CLAY of Alabama, in oppe 
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sition to the motion, it was rejected, and the bill 
was passed without a division, ©. - 

The bill to ‘provide for thé security and protec- 
tion of the emigrant and other Indians west of the 
States of Missouri and Arkansas, was- read the 
third time. 3 

` On motion of Mr. LINN, and by general con- 
sent, the bill was amended, by substituting the 
original name of “ Indian Territory,” for “ Neo- 
sho Territory.” 

: The bill was then passed—yeas 39, nays 6,as 
follows: ; 

YEAS—-Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentueky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Trotter, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—39. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn; Niles, and Norvell—6. E 

The joint resolution submitted on Tuesday by 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, on the. subject of the 
receipts an J disbursements into the Treasury, was 
taken up and read: the second time. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to iefer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and on this motion a debate 
ensued, in which it was supported by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, CALHOUN, BENTON, NILES, 
BUCHANAN, and KING, and opposed by Messrs. 
CLAY of Kentucky, DAVIS, PRESTON, and 
TIPTON; after which the motion was catried— 
yeas 28, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Trotter, Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay: of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight,’ Merrick, © Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Webster, and White-—19. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
: Tuurspay, May 3, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House acom- 
munication from the Acting Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report from the Second Auditor, 
according to the provisions of the act of the 6th of 
May, 1822, regulating trade and. intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the fron- 
tier. i $ : 

On motion of Mr. BELL, laid -on the table. 

Mr. BELL moved: a suspension. of the rules, 


for the purpose of submitting a resolution for the’. 


adjournment of the Hease over “to Monday, for 
the purpose of ventilating and purifying‘the hall, 
taking up the old carpets, putting down the spring 
matting, and other necessary alterations, which 


could notbe done while the House met from. day 


to day. 

Mr: . CAMBRELENG said he would not object, 
but under the circumstances. in which the-public 
business was, he could not consent to it. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked- for the yeas and 
nays, but they were refused, and -on «dividing by 
tellers, the vote was-—ayes 85, noes 32. : 

Mr. YELL renewed the call for the yeas and 
nays, but they were again réfused; and the mio- 
tion to suspend was agreed to---ayes 114, noes 36, 
and the question being on the adoption. of the. re- 
solution. : 

Mr. WISE inyuired if Sunday was a legislative 
day. : : 

The CLAIR replied that uhe-construction given 
to the rule against adjourning over more than three 
days did not include Sundays, : - 

Mr. TALIAFERRO moved to amend the mo- 
tion, by providing that when the House adjourns 
to-day, it adjourn tö meet on Monday, and the 
same. motion for ‘Thursday nextweek, but it was 
disagreed tos E Borg ase oe 


Extract from the official communication 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


Mr. BELL announced to the House that it 


would be impossible to comply with this order uns:|}- 
less they adjourned forthwith, and he accordingly® 


made that motion: ee 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said that if it was the de- 


sign of the House, on Monday, to- go. on. with’ the 


public business, and it’ was generally understood: 


that they. would do-so, he presumed:there would be 


no objection to the gentleman’s motion; but: if it 
was not so designed, he should feel compelled to` 


oppose the motion: He hoped, however, it would 
be understood, by general consent, that they would 
go on with the publie business on that day. $ 

: Mr. WISE gave notice to the gentleman from 
New York, and the whole House, that it would not 
be with: his cousent. 

Mr. BELL said it had been suggested to’ him 
that certain ‘Senate bills were on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, which might be committed, and he had no ob- 
jection to that course; for that purpose he would 
withdraw the motion. 


The following bills were then read twice, and: 


referred to their appropriate committees: 

Bill to grant to the States, and incorporated com- 
panies, engaged in the construction of roads or 
canals, the right of way through the public lands of 
the United States. 

Bill to provide for the secnrity and protection-of 
the emigrant, and other, Indians, west of the States 
of Missouri and Arkansas. i 


The SPEAKER laid before the: House the fol- ’ 


lowing messages from the President of the United 
States, received this day: EE et 
To the House of Representatives of ‘the United : States: 

The report of the Secretary’ of War, transmit- 
ted by me to-the House. of Representatives, in 
compliance. with their resolution’ of the 16th ult. 
respecting an attack alleged to havé been made by 
a Mexican. armed vessel upm an: American 
steamboat, having stated that no infermation on the 
subject had at that time reached the Department, 
T now transmit another report from the ‘same of- 
ficer, communicating acopy of a note from the 
Mexican Minister, with. an accompanying docu- 
ment, in reference to the act alluded to, which 
have been received at the Department since the 
date of the former report: 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineron, 2d May, 1938. 


The following are the papers which were trans-- 


mitted by the President, under cover of a com- 
munication from the- Secretary of State: 
Mr. Martinez to Mr. Forsyth. 
Mexican LEGATION, 
: New Orleans, April 20, 1838. 
Sır: Whilst the notices of an insult pretended to 
have been commitled against the flag of the United 
States, in the waters of Texas, by the Mexican brig 
of war Iturbide, were confined to the public news- 
papers, and T had no documents by means of 
which I could repel this calumny, I. abstained 
from addressing you on the subject. But.as, ac- 
cording to. the papers, the attention of the honorable 


chamber of Senators of the Congress.of the. Union. 


has been directed towards the charges “published. 


against Mexico, by the passengers of ‘the steame. 
boat Columbia, and I am in possession of an ofi- 


cial statement from the commander of the said 


brig relating to the occurrence with the said boat, . 


I have the honor to send you, sir, the annexed 
extract from that document, with the hope (hat you 
will submit it to the notice of his’ excellency the 
President. Thé captain of the Columbia, and tot 
the captain of the Iturbide, as will ‘be here seen, 
provoked the attack to which this note refers, and 
the former should, therefore, be responsible for 
the result, whatever it may be. fa 


Permit me, sir, to repeat to you the assurance of 
. my distingnished. consideration. ; 


FRANCIS PIZARRO MARTINEZ. . 
Hon. Jonn Forsyra, i : f 
Secretary of State of the United States: 
: [TRANSLATION OF THE ENCLOSURE] =. 


mander of the Mexican brig of wa: 


specting her encounter with: thi 
lumbia. te : 


The resdlution-of- Mr. BELL was then agreed 
‘to without a división. > : : 


your signals; that: you saw. sail 
ter, I-madé out the vessel to: bea steamboat, coming 
from the’ north, and T discovered that she: was. not 
the same to-which we-had’ give 
ting, and: whieh: wás apparently on her way: to 


and: the: other: only ane 


Sener al-of the Mexican squadron: 
tider ‘sail, “in-latitude 299° 6! Ioni- 
Cadiz; fiveo’clock. in the 
_ afternoon of this day, March A4, 18385 © 
: “At the: moment when you; sit, announced, by 
: in the third quar- 


Brazoria, as’ -this -boat “has: *.two chimneys, 
As: soon-as yow gave 
the signal- for chase: with all’ speed; and without 
our closing, (sir subjecton & famacion,) I'éndeavored 
bya press of sail-to-cut her off, steering southeast, 


‘clearing away. to’ be ready for action, and taking 
‘the other precautions; but on seeing that she was 


bearing down on my: starbourd bow, I ordered all my 
men to take their proper fire andcutting arms, to 
be ready: for an attempt to board. While we were 
thus sailing towards each other, as you saw, our 
distance ‘was‘neeessarily becoming Jess, and seeing 
that her 'stern‘flag was that of the United:.States, I 
hoisted mine’ with ‘a pendant, and fired a gun with- 
out bali: T- elewed up my mainsail in order that she 
should stop her engine for me to examine her; but this 
was not done; and as, on the contrary, her movements 
towards me were véry‘suspicious, Lordered another gun 
to be:fired, with ballin “a direction very wide of the 
steamboat, which was done as a notice.for her to stop. 
Instead of doing-so, however, she continued ‘on-her 
course, asif withia view of petting: past me to the tee- 
ward. When- I ‘got within’ speaking distance, 1 
hated her: three: times’ with «a trumpet, and: ‘she'did 
not ‘design to give any ‘veply to either call: ‘On the 
fourth call, an individ@al answered, loading me 


with abuse, andtelling me if-T wanted to see his papers, 


I'should come: on board his: boat. “AN this was-spoken 
without the speaking trumpet; and although he ‘teas 
called on to stop, in order that bis papers and his boat 
should be visited, he did not do so, ‘but, on the 
other hand, continued to insult my political: insignia 
by the grossest obscenities and language. 

In consequence of the proceedings, I {fired two 
cannon and three muskets, not wimed at the steamer, 
for the purpose of intimidating her, that she should 
doas: required. She, however, took no’ notice of 
it, but continued on her way, letung off her steam, 
which was. very high, so near me;, that (he ashes 
and ‘some warm -water fell-on board of ‘my vessel. 

ee God and: Liberty ener 

On motion of Mr. 


documents from the Acting’ Secretary of War, 
which contains the information required by the re- 
solation of ‘the 16th ultimo, respecting: the officers 
of the Corps of Engineers, the ‘works upon which 


they were engaged during the Jast year, and ihe’ 


other matters embraced in the resolution; ¢ 45" 
Washington, May 1, 1838. M. VAN BUREN. 
` On motion of Mr. MALLORY, laid on the i 
Mr. ADAMS, on leave, from the Com 
Manufactures, reported, without 
nate -pill tc refund to"the Georgia: Railroad and 
Banking Company. cettain’ duties ‘upon ‘railroaii 
iron imported by them;-which was cominiiited to 


ham ht Se- 


:a Committee on the Union. 


“Mri; BELL would say to the gentleman from 
New Fork; [Mf CimBRELENG,] that so far as ithe 


public business could be expedited by his vole, or 
otherwise; he would do it chéerfully.” Mr: B: then 


given chase this morn- 


ck O 


Ae 
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BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


IN SENATA,” 
Tuorspay, May 3, 1838. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the report of the Second Auditor, in ac- 
cordance with the act of the 6th May, 1822, 
regulating trade and intercourse with the severa! 
Indian tribes: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial from 
certain citizens of New Jersey, praying that the 
Cherokee treaty may not be enforced: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial, signed by 
men and women, praying that the Cherokee treaty 
may not be enforced: laid on the table, and ordered 
to-be printed. : 

Mr. LINN presented memorials in relation to 
the improvement of agriculture, science, and the 
mechanic arts: ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of Daniel 
Job, praying a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a joint resolution in behalf of 
Vespasian Ellis; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, it was ordered that 
when the Senate adjourn it adjourn to Monday; 
and then, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, May 7, 1838. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the Fouse 
the following Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the acting Secretary of War, covering 
a report from the Commanding General of the 
Army, accompanied by a report of Major 
Belknap, respecting the removal of obstructions in 
the Sabine river. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasury, covering 
a report of the progress made in issuing patents for 
lands in the State of Louisiana, in the examina- 
tions of certificates to purchasers, &c. 

' On motion of Mr. CASEY, laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials were, on leave, present- 
ed by Messrs. C.. H. WILLIAMS, ALLEN of 
Vermont, JOHNSON of Maryland, MILLER, 
CUSHMAN, and STONE. 

(Mr. Srone presented the petition of Major 
James Cain and 78 others, citizens of Bledsoe and 
Marion counties, praying for the extension of a 
mail route from Dallas, in Hamilton county, Ten- 
nessee, to Spring Place, Georgia, and asking the 
Post Office Department to place on said ronte a four 
horse post coach, to run from McMinnville, Ten- 
nessee, via Dallas, to Spring Place, Georgia, three 
times a week: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the petition of 
Capt. Benjamin B. Cannon and 40 others, citizens 
of Hamilton county, Tennessee, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Dallas, in Ha- 
milton. county, Tennessee, to Spring Place, in 
Georgia, and for the mail to be coaveyed in stages 
three times a week upon said route, to leave the 
main western route at McMinnville, Warren coun- 
ty, Tennessee, and run to Spring Place, Georgia: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.] 

[Mr. Minter presented the petition of Jesse 
Nave and others, praying Congress to. establish a 
mail. route from Carrollton, in Carroll county, Mis- 
souri, py- Utiea, in Livingston county, Nave’s 
store, to Thompson’s settlement, in the territory 
attached to Livingston county, in said State: refer- 
réed to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Reads. z 7 
On motion of Mr. MILLER,- 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to iriquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a thail route from Hunts- 
ville, in Randolph county, Missouri, by Johason 
Wrights, to Macon Court House, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TORNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. be instructed to ifquire into the exfe- 
diency of establishing a pension agency at 
McMinnville, in the State of Tennessee, for the 
counties of Franklin, Warren, Coffee, De Kalb, 
White, Overton, and Fentriss. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Blount 
Springs, by way of Blountville, Ashville, crossing 
Coosa river, at Green’s Ferry, to Alexandria, in 
Alabama. ‘ 

CONTRACTS WITH RAILROADS. 

Mr. GRAY, on leave, submitted the following 
resolation: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five persons, be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing permanent contracts to 
be made with different railroad companies, or such 
of them as may be willing to make permanent 
contracts, for the traysportation of the mail, public 
property and troops of the United States, from the 
seat of Government to Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, 
upon the same terms, and upon such restrictions as 

may be prescribed by law. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to strike out ‘a select com- 
mittee, &c,” and insert the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. M'KAY moved furiner to amend the reso- 
Intion, by striking therefrom, all after the words 
“United States,’ so as to leave the matter open 
eee for contracts with all railroad compa- 
nies. 

Mr. GRAY accepied this amendment, and so 
modified, the resolution was agreed to. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing, but Mr. YELL objected to it. 

Whereas, each of the States of this Union has a 
right to participate in the public lands, the common 
fund for their use and benefit according to their-use 
and benefit, according to their respective propor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure; 

Resolved, That, as the public lands constitute a 
revenue fund subject to the said principle of distri- 
bution, and, as taxes are levicd upon the people 
and not upon the States as such, that any distribu- 
tion which may be madeof those lands, should be 
made among the citizens of the several States and 
‘Territories of the Union, according to the principle 
by which direct taxes are regulated by the Constitu- 
tion; and that a select committee be appointed, with 
instructions to report a bill making an apportion- 
ment of all the public lands of the United States 
among the citizens of the several States and Terri- 
tories, according to the ratio by which direct taxes 
are apportioned among them. 

The CHAIR announced the unfinished business, 
being the consideration of the report of the Select 
Commiltiee on the death of Mr. Cittey; when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and said he hoped 
the House would consent to-day, agreeably to the 
understanding on Thursday last, te go on with the 
public business, which the House, and every mem- 
ber of it, must be aware was very important agd of 
pressing ufgency. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved a suspension 
of the rule for the purpose of submitting the fol- 
lowing order: 

Resolved, That the rules be suspended for. the 
purpose of considering bills referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MENEFEE. inquired jf it was in order 
assiga reasons. against this motion. 

The CHAIR replied that, under the roles, the 
motion was not debatable, ~ a : 
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| Mr. GRAVES protested against the unfinished 
business, in which he was affected, being laid 
aside. 

Mr. HUNTER, of Ohio, asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were yeas 112, 
nays 57. i ‘ 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Cambrelzng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Comor, Craig, Crary; Crockett, Cush- 
man, Deberry, De Graff, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, 
Isaac Fiescher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Harner, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Hopkins, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, J. Jackson, 
J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Log:p, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert MéCicllan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petcilin, 
Phelps, Pratt, Prentiss, Randolph, Rhett, Rives, Sawyer, 
Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Snyder, Spencer, Steuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Themas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, 
Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, and Yell—112. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Biddle, 
Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davee, Davies, Dennis, Everett, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Goode, William Graham, Hall, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Henry, Jenifer, William Cost Johnson, Lincole, Me- 
Kennan, Menetee, Mercer, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, 
‘Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Potts, Rariden, Reed, 
Rencner, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sibley, Slade, Souths 
gate, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, John White, and Lewis 
Williams— 57. 

So the House refused to suspend the rales, two- 
thirds net voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then asked leave to sub- 
mit the following: 

Resolved, That the rules of the Fleuse be sus- 


pended for the purpose of considering the Treasury 
Note bill. 

Objection being made, Mr, C. moved a suspen~ 
sion of the ruleto enable him to offer the above, 
and said that, in the present condition of the Trea- 
sury of the country, he felt compelled to ask for the 
yeas and nays, which he did, and they were ordered, 
and were yeas J02, nays 77. ; 


YEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty. Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Cambre- 
leng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor,Craig, Crary, Cashman, Deberry,DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, Grantlaed, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jackcon, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W: Jones, King, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, McKay, Ro- 
bert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Prentiss, Rhett, 
Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charies Shepard, Snyder, Spencer, 
Siuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Tuucey, Towne, 
‘Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, A. 8. White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and 
Archibald Yetl—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adama, Alexander, Heman Allen, Bell, 
Biddle, Briggs, William. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William 
B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, Wiliam Graham, 
Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Beary, Hoffman, Je 
nifer, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Lincoln, in, Sampson Ma- 
son, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mat Morris, Calvary 
Monis, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Feck, Pope, Pous, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russet, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanicy, Stone, Stratton, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Jono White, 
Lewis iam, Sherrod Williams, and Christopher H. Wii 
iianns—77. 

So the House again. refused to suspend, two- 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

DUELLING REPORT. 

Mr. SAWYER then rose and said that he should 
make a motion which would put gentlemen to the 
test whether they would do that directly which they 
sought to do indirectly; and it was to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 


The condition, said Mr. S. in which the House 


was involved, had only served to bring the convic- 
tion upon his mind of the utter folly of proceetiing 
with the subject any further. What mighty result 
was to ke accomplished? What great principle 
was to be established? . Where was it to terminate? 
These were considerations that should, he though’, 
address themselves to every member there, for asit 


| was progressing, the subject was as boundless as 
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space. He implored gentlemen, therefore, to pause, 
and reflect'upon what an extraordinary spectacle 
they were presenting to the eyes of the American 
nation.. ~The whole country was laboring under 
deep excitement, and the public mind was abso- 
lutely sick in the anxious expectation that, this body 
would do something for its relief; and they had now 
been in session upwards of five months; without 
making any progress or advancing one step in af- 
fording the relief asked. -. And here was the House 
engaged in an idle pursuit, in a wild crusade, after 
the lost rights of the members. He would say that 
this whole proceeding, from beginning to end, was 
irregular; and ‘he admonished gentlemen that, if 
they, persisted in pursuing this matter, he should 
feel compelled to introduce a resolition directing 
the select committee to report a recision of the 
original resolution. ; : 
Mr.S: concluded by expressing his sincere thanks 
to the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 


(Mr. Apams,] for the noble and dignified stand he- 


had faken on this occasion. That gentleman had 
shown himself not only the advocate of members 
on that floor, but the advocate of popular rights 
generally. Mr. S. said he proposed, in a spirit óf 
frankness, in a spirit of peace, and for the purpose 
of expelling from that hall the demon of discord, 
to lay the whole subject on the fable; and, on that 
motion, he asked for the yeas andnays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. GRANTLAND hoped the gentleman would 
not press that motion; and as he wished an oppor- 
tunity of stating his reasons against it, he begged 
to be allowed to do so. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that the 
motion was not debatable. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired if, should the subject be 
laid on the table, it would require two thirds to 
call it up? i 

The CHAIR said that, as it was a privileged 
question, a bare majority would be sufficient, when 
it was reached, © © >o? . 

Mr. GRANTLAND inquired if the. motion to 
print-couldbe coupled with that to lay on the table? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

The question was then taken, and the House re- 
fused to lay the subject on the table—ycas 48, 
nays 131. 

The subject was then announced from the Chair. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. Toucry, 
under the direction of the committee, to print the 
report and testimony, with the substitute of Mr. 
Avams, to recommit with certain instractions, to 
report the facis, “without comments or arguments;” 
to. which.-Mr. Loomis moved the following amend- 
ment: “except as to the question of a breach of pri- 
vilege;” and Mr. Reen the following to the amend- 
ment: “and ifa member prove to be involved, they 
shall not proceed against him, but shall make a 
special report of that fact to the Huuse.” 

Mr. RARIDAN said the resolution; with iù- 
structions, as then pending, would place the sub- 
ject before the committee in its original situation. 


He would not take the ground that the commillee - 


was not authorized to make an investigation. He 
had been opposed to the argument, but in making 
an investigation, and coming to a conclusion, he 
thought they were correct, and ought to intimate to 
the House the course which they thought ought to be 
pursued. But whether there was a: breach of pri- 
vilege, or not, was a question of law, under the 
rules of the House; and he could not see what 
course could have been pursued by. the committee, 
except to take the testimony, and form a conclu- 
sion. He thought the intention of the House was 
to instruct. the committee to inquire; and having 
inquired, and having come to a conclusion upon the 
question of a breach of privilege, were they to keep 
that conclusion in their own breasts? The committee 
could not cause a member to. be arrested and put 
upon trial, but they were instructed to inquire into 
all the facts connected. with the death of Mr. 
Cituey. The evidence was properly taken and was 
properly before the House. He hoped the House 
would take the evidence, and let all the res! pass 
as a work of supererogation. He had formed con- 
clusions in his own mind, which he had Jaid before 
the: House in wiiting, with the hope that. it ‘would 
pe printed and. go -before the country.. However 
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much he wished to have the subject disposed of, he 


did not wish that the House should avoid the re-. 


sponsibility and throw it‘on: the committee. 


Mr. R. then offered a resolutions which he de- , 


sired to have read for information, and said when 
it shouid be in order he “would submit it to the 
House, as follows: ` ae : 


Whercas, itis manifest from the evidence taken - 


by the select committee charged, &c. that the Hon. 


1 W. J. Graves, the Hon. Henry A. Wise, the Hon. 


Ricuarp Menerer, the Hon. Grores W. Jones, 
the Hon. Jesse. A. Bynum, and the Hon. ALexan- 
DER Duncan, members of this House, were con- 
nected by their acts, advice, and conduct, with the 
duel which terminated in the death of the. Hon. 
JonatHan Ciucey, and that they were therein guilty 
of invading and violating the privileges of this 
House:, : 

Therefore, resolved, That the journal kept. by, 
and the evidence taken before, said select com- 
miitee be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report a bill 
defining the privileges of Congress, and for the 
punishment of the violations thereof, and also to 
report a plan for the trial of the above named mem- 
bers, or such of them as in the opinion .of said 
committee are, for their conduct above referred to, 
liable to punishment by this House. ; 

The CHAIR said this proposition was not in 
order till the pending motions were disposed of: 

Mr. REED was anxious that the subject should 
be brought to a conclusion, butin the proper way, 


and for this reason he had submitted his amend- . 


ment. 


Mr. GRANTLAND was indiferent about what 


instructions were given to the committee, but he in- 
sisted that the papers should be printed. It had 
been alleged that the testimony was not fairly taken; 
this he pronounced to. be false, let it come ‘from 
whatever quarter it might, and he urged the printing 


of the whole subject, so that the public might be able ` 


to judge. We denied that there was any political 
feeling in the committee, for their proceedings were 
conducted with extraordinary unanimity, and he 
only few differences that existed were mere shades. 
Mr. G. called. upon all who knew him to testify 
whether he was one likely to be operated upon by 
such influences as had been stated. 

Mr. DAWSON bore testimony to the fact ad- 
verted to by his colleague. 

Mr. RIVES said he would make a motion 
which, he hoped, would be acceptable to all par- 
ties of the House, and especially so to the gentle- 
men implicated. He moved to postpone it till the 
first day of June, and asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS ef Kentucky inquired if this 
motion required a vote of two-thirds? ` 

The CHAIR replied in the negative; but the mo- 
tion took precedence of the motion to recommit. 

Mr. MENEFEE opposed the motion, because, 
he said, it wasan indirect motion to get rid of it 
entirely, and against such a disposition he entered 
his solemn protest. 
per, and postpone its consideration, would be a 
manifest injustice to the parties implicated, who 
were now ready for trial, and anxiously awaiting 
it, as it would keep a sentence of condemnation 
impending over their heads. t 

Mr. RIVES said he was as aaxious as the gen- 
tleman for bringing this subject to a correct and 
speedy conclusion, but the votes of this morning 
showed they could not do so. 

Mr. BYNUM adverted to the announcement 
made in Mr. Rartpen’s proposition, as changing 
his determination to have no participation in this 
debate; but, since it was announced that he and 
others not before named were to. be tried, he must 
be allowed to express his oppositicn to the proposed 
postponement, while a charge affecting his honor 
and his character was circulating all over the 
country. Mr. B. was then proceeding to. urge the 
publication of the testimony, and to give his rea- 
sons why it should not be suppressed, in justice to 
himself, the committee, the House, and the coun- 
try; but the Caste ruled out the discussion, as not 


in order on a mere motion to postpofie to a future- 


day. k 


-Mr. RIVES then interposed, and: said that he 


Moreover, to print such a pa- ` 


had made. the motion,-in- the hope’ that-it--would 
meet the general assent of the House,.and-be taken | 
to-day; finding that not to be the case, and the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina . expressing awi 

reply to the gentleman from. Indiana; [Mr RARI- 
pEN,] he Mr. Rives, would withdraw his motion 
He again repeated the hope that the. question would 


` bé.disposed.of to-day: 


Mr. R. having withdrawn the motion, the ques- 
tion recurred as first stated. above... rr a 
Mr. BYNUM stated that he had ‘no particular, 
objection.to the resolution pending; nor had he'any - 
to that of thè gentleman from Indiana,.and should 
most cheerfelly vote fór it, but. he could not help | 
saying that it was -altogether a. novel proceeding, - 


for he ‘had had no notice given him, no oppor- 


tunity of furnishing testimony, &c.... The ..gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had asserted that this was 
a party question, and, so..faras one side was con- 
cerned, this movement showed that it wasso. Mr. 
B. then defended the course of the. committee, and 
pronounced the allegation that. they had made one- 
sided ‘report to be botha foul and false one. > 
As to recommitting, he could not see what was 
to be gained by it; for after the committee brought 
in their second report, the subject. would be in the 
same situation before the House, that it was at this 
tive. He was willing now. to meet any charge, . 
and he wanted. all the facts to’ be knownto the 
House, ‘and to go forth to the country, and 
let him be judged by his ‘constituents, by those 
to whom, next to that, House, he- was- Te- 
sponsible. `n Besides, Jet; the House carry 
through what they had’ begun, and not. be intimida- 
ted or deterred by gasconades and threats, or by the 
apprehension of any consequences that might grow’ 
out of it,- Asto the: objections ‘urged against the 
proceedings of: the committee, on “the ground: of 
want of technicality, they were ridiculotis, meré 
spider-web and wire-drawn~ distinctions ©. about 
mere obsolete forms, devoid of all Substance or me- 
teriality. ‘Phen tet the House meet the questiou, 
without shuddering 6r seeking to evade the respon- 
sibility, or, if they suffered themselves to be alarm- 
ed by threats or bullying, let them tell the éouniry 
so, and let others of. more firmness be sent in their 
places. < He hoped, then, that some-decision would 
soon be arrived at, and that if he was to be tried; 
they would try. him speedily. °° eee 


Mr. THOMPSON. adverted .to.the vast amount 
of public business pending in’ the Heuse, and: ex- 
pressed: his: regret that--ahy charge should :be-sus- 
pended over any members of the'.House without.a 
hope of correct’ fina}: action. He thought:the 
House ought to share {nithe responsibility “of the 
commitiee;. and, though: it was known. that mem-, 
bers were involved, yet it did not -appear legally 
by the record; and he thought it ought not to be 
taken by implication, as.a precedent pregnant with 
evil.- He wished: the report. might: go ‘back -to the 
committee with instructions. to report. the evidence 
already taken, and their journal, as soon as:‘may 
be; and he read a resolution, which he said he 
should move; when in order, to that effect. Mr. 
T. made some remarks touching the merits ‘of 
the case, which’ the Speaker ruled to ‘be out-of 
order. He wished ‘the evidence might go tothe 
world, thata correct judgment might be:formed. - 
The quesiion then recurred upon the amendment 
offercd by Mr. REED to the-amendmeént of Mr. 
LOOMIS, which, being taken by yeas and nays; 
was decided in the negative; yeas:79, nays 82. . 
Mr. DAWSON. then moved to: lay the whole 
Subject on the table, except thé evidence and-jour- 
nal, and that they. be printed.” 9. ject. ets 


Mr. D. supported his motion by some remarks; 
tending to show that a recommitment would only 
produce a great consumption of time; because there 
were six gentlemen then presented before” the 
House, who would each demand a ‘trial, and those © 
trials would requie all the. time that would be 
consumed in the session, fo the postponement of 


‘the public business, and withont ending, as nine- 


tenths of the Hlouse believed, in any definite action; 
or in any beneficial result.. `< : i : 
He urged that nothing’ more ‘could-be effected 
than by a trial of the ‘members for a violation; di- 
rectly or indirectly, of the laws: of God and màb, 
te produce an -impression upon . the public ‘mind, 


and to aid the fanaticism which is now abroad in 
the country. He thought enough would be done 
by printing the evidence and journal, and leaving 
the public to judge. If the majority report was to 
be-printed, the members ought to’ be allowed to re- 
ply to its allegations, on that floor. ‘The minority 
reports he did not think furnished a sufficient’ an- 
swer. The course he proposed, he thought, would: 
enable the public to judge with impartiality and 
truth, and would take the embarrassing subject out 
of the House, so that it could proceed with public 
business. He was willing to have the constitu- 
ents of the members implicated to read them a 
moral lesson at the ballot-box. pe 

Mr. BRIGGS called for a division. of the 
question. 

i The question being put on that part of the mo- 
tion.to lay on the table— 

Mr. GRANT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 
56, nays 103. f 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Biddle, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
William B. Campbell, Jom Campbell, Carter, Chapman, 
‘Cheatham, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Crockett, Daw- 
son, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dunn, Griflin, Harlan, Hawes, 
Hoffman, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 
Loomis, Lyon, Martm, May, McKay, Murray, Owens, Palmer, 
Pennybacker, Pope, Rencher, Rumsey, Sawyer, A. H. Shep- 
herd, U. Shepard, Shields, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Thompson, Towns, Underwood, A. 8. White, J. 
White; C. H. Williams, and Yell-—<6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, 
Birdsall, Briggs, Bronson, Casey, Childs, Coffin, Connor, Cran- 
aton, Curtis, Cushman, Darlington, Davies, Duncan, Edwards, 
Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Mietcher, Fillmore, Foster, 
Fry, Goode, W. Graham, Grant, Haley, Hammond, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Molt, Wubley, W. 
JL Hunter, Ingham, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kilgore, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McRenuan, 
Mercer, Moore, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noble, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Paynter, Peck, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, Blade, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Lilinghast, Titus, Tokid, 
"Toucey, Turney, Vail, Webster, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
Jams, Sherrod Williams, and Jared W. Wiliams—103, 

So the House refused to lay the subject oa the 
table. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. LOOMIS, to add to the instructions 
the words, “exceptas to a breach of privilege,” re- 
ferring to the limitation of the committee’s report. 

Mr. BRIGGS observed that the committee had 
been instructed to report upon the breach of privi- 
lege, and had done so in full. He thought the 
committee had fallen into an error, by overlooking 
the’ rule, referred to- so often, in the Manual, but 
they had been led into that error by the-oversight 
of the: House; and he was in favor of supporting 
the committée in their action. He referred to the 
yemark, that there was a desire to suppress the 
evidence; and said he knew of no one who had such 
a desire; No one, as far as he knew, objected to 
the publication of the evidence, but to the report 
which had been made upon it. He would at any 
moment have voted for the printing of the evidence 
and jounal, but he wished the facts to go forth to 
the country unconnected with the reports and argu- 
ments. f 

Mr. SIBLEY then moved an amendment to 
the amendment of Mr. Loomis, by adding the 
words:.“and on that subject, that they report the 
names of every member, who aided, assisted or 
abetted in the duel, which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Cintey, and report as soon as possible.” 

Mr. BYNUM thanked the geneman from New 
York for that proposition to amend. He was ready 
to meet any investigation, and should not sbrink 
behind any constitutional objections or technicali- 
ties. His conduct had been fair and open, and he 
shrunk from no responsibility. He went on to 
comment with severity upon the party aspect, and 
the indirect movements, which had been brought 
to bear upon the subject from the first, and de- 
manded a full and fair investigation, and that the 
whole truth might be brought before the world. 

Mr: DUNCAN was glad to see the proposition 
now tinder consideration, for it was what he antici- 
pated; and he would have been pleased if the gen- 
tleman from New York had, instead of an indirect 
allusion, adverted by name to Jesss A. Bynum. of 
North Carolina, and ALEXANDER DUNCAN of. Ohio. 
At first they were tied.down to rules; but now the 
whole subject was opened, and he was glad of it, 
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for he was prepared to meet the question; and not 
only so, buthe was willing, in his case, that every 
technicality, rale of order, constitutional privilege, 
and every other obstacle, should be disregarded. 
He entreated the House to go into the investiga- 
tion, and spread the whole testimony before the 
world; for he was ready and anxious that the 
people should pass judgment upon him. He 
dreaded no such tribunal, but would abide their 
verdict. 

As to the necessity of -recommitting the report 
and testimony, he could notsee it. What was to 
result from it? Wasany new evidence sought? No. 
Was an issue to be made with other parties? If 
so, those parties (himself and Mre Bynum) were 
prepared to meet it; and he pledged himself to ap- 
peal to no obsolete forms, or forgotten rules of 
technicality. It was absurd to contend that the 
American Congress was shackled with the old 
forms of the British parliament; for, in shaking off 
the trammels of that power,they were surely net im- 
peratively bound by the technical rules under which 
that power was exercised. But supposing the 
question of privilege was binding in ordinary 
cases, did not the resolution of the House, adopted 
by an overwhelming majority, overrule it? The 
fact about which the committee were directed to 
inquire was notorious, and that inembers of the 
House were involved in it was equally so; and in 
the knuwledge of that fact the House ordered the 
investigation, and the committee would have-been 
negligent of their duty if they had not gone on. As 
to the printing, he urged it in justice to all the par- 
ties concerned, and as due to the American people, 
who, whatever might be said to the contrary, were 
capable of forming a calm and dispassionate judg- 
ment. He bad no fears on that subject. 

Mr. THOMAS said he would make a motion, 
the effect of which would be to promote the action 
of the public business, and he also wanted fo get a 
direct vote on the motion to print. At present they 
had come to no direct vote. Ee should submit a 
motion susceptible of being divided into two dis- 
tinct propositions; Ist. To lay the whole subject on 
the table; and 2d. To print the reports of ‘the ma- 
jority and minority and all the accompanying docu- 
ments, and he moved accordingly. 

Mr. SIBLEY inquired if the motion to print was 
in order pending his amendment. 

The CHAIR stated that it was, because the mo~ 
tion to print was incident to that to lay on the table. 

Mr. REED called for a division of the question. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the gentleman from Mary- 
land to withdraw the motion, to afford him an op- 
portanity to reply to the gentlemen from North Ca- 
rolina and Ohio. 

Mr. THOMAS said he would cheerfully comply 
with the gentleman’s request, so far as the gentleman 
was concerned; but if he did so other gentlemen 
would also desire to speak, and the objecthe had in 
view would be defeated. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


Mr. HARLAN moved a call of the House: lost., 


Mr. DUNCAN inquired if the motion to lay on 
the table was in order, it having been once tried 
to-day. f 

The CHAIR ruled that it was, as other business 
had intervened. 

Mr. BYNUM inquired whether, if the metion 
to lay on the table prevailed, the motion to print 
would noi be cut off? 

The CHAIR. It will not. 

Mr. BYNUM. How then, sir, if decided in 
the. negative? 

The CHAIR. Then the original motion hay- 
ing failed, the incidental one will fall with it. 

Mr. BYNUM. Then, sir, I understand that a 
vole in the negative. is a vote virtually to suppress 
the printing. X 

The CHAIR said that was a question not with- 
ia his province to give an opinion. on. 

The question was then taken on the first branch 
of Mr. THOMAS'S proposition, viz: te lay on 
the table; and it was. decided in the negative— 
yeas 73, iays gheit : 

&AS-—Messes. v8, t ick 
yas m, Gaps, pone es Chonan, Farr 


Clowney, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 


Dawson, Deberty, DeGraff, Dennis, Dutican, Dunn, Edwards, 
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Farrington. Rice Garland, Grantland, Gay, Griffin; Hammond, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Jabez Jackson, Lewis, 
Loomis, Martin; McKay, Robert McClellan, Aw McClellan, 
Miller, Moore, Murray, Noble, Owens, Pennyhacker, Pétri- 
kin, Phelps, Prentiss, Randolph, Rencher, Rives, Sawyer, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Snyder. 
Spencer, Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Turney, Under- 
wood, Vail, Weeks, Albert 8.’ White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Jared W. Williams; Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H: 
Williams, and Yell+73. ` ` 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ji ohn W. 
Allen, Anderson, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Boon, Borden, 
Briggs. William 1B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, W. B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Everett, Fairfield, 
Richard’ Fletcher, Filmore, Fry, Goode, James Gra- 
ham, William Graham, Haley, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hast- 
ings, Henry, Hoffman, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley; Wm. H. Hun- 
ter, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Kilgore, Klingemmith, Lead- 
better, Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, Samson Mason, May, McClure, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Pope, 
Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stration, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Titus, Toland, Toucey, Vanderveer, Webster, John White, E. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—95. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. SIBLEY then obtained the floor, but several 
voices calling out “adjourn,” adjourn,” he gave 
way to ; 

Mr. FILLMORE, who moved an adjournment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 56, nays 103. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SIBLEY said that when he offered his 
amendment, he had not intended to occupy the time 
of the House. No one was less inclined to ob- 
trude his individual opinions apon the House, nor 
was any one more inclined to dispose. of the un- 
pleasant subject before the House, speedily. and 
quietly. He had not expected that the amend- 
ment would have called ‘up the gentlemen 
from Nerth Carolina, [Mr. Bynum,} and 
from Ohio {Mr. Duncan.] It vas not in- 
tended to apply to them any mere than to any 
others who aided, assisted, or abetted in the unfor- 
tunate affair whieh caused the discussion now oc 
cupying the House. But any remarks having a 
personal character he would not notice upon that 
floor. He came not as the champion or opponent. of 
any individuals; but in offering the amendment, in 
calling for the names of all the personsimplicated, he 
was carrying out the wishes of his constituents. 
The people knew no distinction in the criminality of 
those concerned; they were educated in the prin- 
ciples of the common law, which knew no acces- 
He wanted 


sories in an affair of this kind. 
the memorials and petitions to be reported 
upon; and he thought the fact that the 


chairman of the committee wished to have the me- 
morials.recommitted, proved that he did not think 
he had reported upon them, and he inferred that 
there was no intention to report upon them. . The 
memorials prayed for the expulsion. of every mem- 
ber engaged in the duel, and he wished a- report 
upon the whole matter. ` 

Mr. TOUCEY explained that he voted for an 
amendment to the instructions for the purpose of 
defeating them, and he should finally vote against 
the recommitment. 

Mr. SIBLEY went on to argue in favor of. a 
full report, in conformity to the prayer of the 
petitions; and repelled the intimation that. he 
had any desire to suppress the evidence in the 
case, or that any act of his could be construed 
to imply such a desire; and he condemned the re- 
port of the majority as a one-sided argument, con- 
trary to his sense of justice. He-vondemnéd it as 
an argument made by judges, which was brought 
to bear upon the accused by every distortion of 
testimony, which would subject any judge ofa 
court of justice to impeachment. He referred to 
the allusions frequently made to public opinion, 
and-contended that the people would demand a just 
judgment, according to the forms of the law, which 
they would not allow to be broken through, that 
vengeance might reach a victim. He was prepared 
to march up to.the question directly; and he hoped 
his: afendment would: prevail, that. the whole 
merits of the subject might come fully before. the 
House: - aa 

Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained the floor, bnt, at 
the...suggestion of several members, moved to 


Hi adjourn. 
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Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, when 

Mr:UNDERWOOD withdrew -his motion, and 
expressed his.willingness to proceed in addressing 
the House; but gave way to another motion'to 
adjourn. 


Mr. PETRIKIN again. demanded the yeas and 


nays; which being ordered were taken, and result- 


ed——yeas 82; nays 75. : ; 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Bel, Borden, Briggs, 
Bynum, William |B, Calhoun, John Calhoon, William’ B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Cushing; Darlingten, 
Dawson, Davies, Dunn, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fry,Rice Garland, 
Goode, William Graham, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Heu- 
ry, Hofman, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Jonson, W. C. 
Johson, John W. Jones, Klingensmith, Lincoln, Marvin, May, 
McKennan, Menefée, Mercer, Morgan, Naylor, Noyes, Patter. 
son, Peck, Phelps, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Charles Shepard, Shiclds, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, 


Underwood, Webster, J. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 


liams, Sherrod Wilhan's, and Jeseph L, Williams--82, 

NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Heman Allen, John W, Alten, 
Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Boon, Brodhead, Bron- 
son, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Clevéland. -Clow- 
ney, Coles, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, Gray, Griftin, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, Willian H. Hunter, Ingham, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kilgore, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, McKay, Abra- 
bam McClellan, McClure, Miller, Moore, Murray, Noble, Ogle, 
Palmer, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Snyder, Spencer, Steuart, 
Taylor, Thomas, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Jared 
W. Williams, and Yell—75. 


So the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Mownnay, May 7, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
showing a condensed statement of the condition of 
the State banks used as public depositories, accord- 
ing to the latest returns, which was sent in obe~ 
dience to aresolution of the Senate of the 2d instant: 
the communication. was referred to the Committee 
on Finance and ordered to-be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the following peti- 
tions: From Edward Everett and others, of Boston; 
from Samuel: Fessenden and others, of Portland; 
from several citizens of the city of New London, 
Connecticut; from citizens of the county of Oneida, 
New York; from citizens of Holliston, Massachu- 
setts, and from several other places; all remonstrat- 
ing against the late alleged treaty with the Chero- 
kees, expressing the opinion that it was not con- 
formable to the wishes of the majority of the tribe, 
and praying that its execution might not be forced 
upon them: laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, from George M. Wales, praying a return 
of duties in certain. cases: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, from citizens‘of New York, ‘asking the 
establishment of a National Bank: laid on the table. 

And from citizens of Wisconsin, praying appro- 
priations for the harbor'at Milwaukie, and fora 
military road from Green Bay to Chicago: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. ` 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had another petition of 
a very. interesting character, from some officers of 


the army at present quartered at the South, asking | 


Congress to change the ration of whiskey, and sub- 
stitute coffee and sugar in its stead. -These officers 
state that the health, cheerfulness, and efficiency of 
the soidier would be promoted by it, while the 
quota of whiskey led-to insubordination, disease, 
and crime.. The petition was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, presented the peti- 
tion of certain citizeas of Connecticut, stating that 
the best gunsnow in use were made of the iron ot 
Connecticut, and praying. that the contemplated 
national armory might be erected on the spot where 
the ore was procured: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
Mr. S. also asked leave to withdraw the papers 
of Colonel Wisenfelt; which was granted. W 
Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Wisconsin Territory, asking an appropria- 
tion for the survey of a route of a railroad: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, Pater 
> Also, from sundry citizens west of the’ Missis- 
sippi, asking a donation.-of land. for the purpose of 


‘Commissioner. 
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erecting a penitentiary:- referred to the Committee 


on Public Lands: >: : 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a petition of Samuel 
H. Burton, asking to be. released from a.certain 
mail contract, entered into by him-with the United 
Siates:. referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, Ve as a ; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Ebene- 
zer Watson, praying the passage of a law to secure 
to him the exclusive right to certain inventions to 
prevent counterfeiting and altering bank notes: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WHITE, from: the Commitee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the letter from 
the Secretary of War, asking the passage of a 
general law in relation to a survey of the Jands for 
the Indians into small parcels, made an unfavorable 
report on the same, which was ordered to be 
printed. ; . 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, Š 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing further provision, by Jaw, to prevent the for- 
gery of Treasury notes, and other public securities. 

The bill to increase the salary of the Commis- 
sicner of the General Land Office, was taken up as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired what .was the sala- 
ry of this ofticer? and was answered by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama that it was $3000. 

Mr, B. said he should like to know why the sala- 
ry of this particular officer should be increased.. 
For his part, he was opposed to increasing any sa~ 
laries in the present condition of the Treasury, un- 
less it could be shown that great injustice was done 
the officer. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the object of the 
committee in reporting thìs bill was to give to the 
Commissioner a salary commensurate with the 
amount of labor he has to perform, and the intelli- 
gence necessary for the discharge of the duties 
which devolve on him; and, in doing so, they had 
reference to the duties devolving on other officers 
at the seat of Government, heads of Departments, 
as well as clerks, He thought that if the Senator 
from Pennsylvania had taken into consideration 
the duties performed by the other officers of the 
Government here, together with the degree of intel- 
ligence necessary for their performance, and com- 
pared them with those of the Commissioner of the 
Gencral Land Office, he would agree that, so faras 
labor, talents, and legal skill, were concerned, this 
officer deserved a better salary than that now given 
him. In order to qualify themselves for correct 
action on this subject, the committee had turned 
their attention to the amount of duties required of 
the several heads of bureaus at the seat of Govern- 
ment, and the qualifications necessary to fill those 
offices, and they found that they were compara- 
tively better paid than the officer whose salary 
they proposed to increase. The First Comptroller 
and Solicitor of the Treasury received $3500 each, 
and it could not be said that the value of their 
services was equal to thatof the services of the 
Their duties were not so arduous, 
and did not require such talents for their perform- 
ance. ‘The Comptroller has only the supervision of 
the accounts, and, with the exception of the laws-re- 
lating to the revenue, has no legal yuestions before 
him; but the Commissioner of the General Land Oftice 
must not only be an accountant but a lawyer—in, 
fact, a jadge of all the various questions arising 
out of our land laws that are daily presented be- 
fore him. His office requires as much legal leatn- 
ing as is requisite in our courts of law. He exer- 


cises asupervisory power, not only over the differ-. 


ent clerks in his office, but he must also understand 
the principles of law, im order to prepare the differ- 
ent reporis, relating to his department, that are 
submitted to Congress. He must also decide com- 
plicated questions, arising not only under acts of 
Congress, bat involving principles of the Jaws of 
the country from which we have derived many of 
the rules which govern the transfer and titles of 


real estate. Jt was under these considerations, and, 
- with a full view of the duties of the other S 


of the Government, requiring less labor: a ; 
talents in their performance, and to’put the Com- 
missioner’ on the same footing with them, that the 


| ability and fidelity. 


: less“ 


committce have-thonght proper-to-report this bill, 
They. believed..that-a less amount. than. the salary, 
provided in.the bill would not be -adequate to. the 
services performed by this oficer; and tha 


“the 
salary ought-to be of such amount that, in, the 
event of the death or.resignation ‘of the present: 
incumbent, they might command the services ọfa; 
lawyer of the first eminence. : Mr C. took: this 
opportunity to remark, that it was not-at-the sug- 
gestion of the Commissioner, ort of. any. person’ for 
him, or inged with his. knowledge, that this’ bil. 
was reported.. ‘ Sa sar 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no doubt of the merits 
and qualifications of the present .Commissionerof 
the General Land Office, and from the little inter- 
course he had had with him in regard to the duties 
of his office, he believed he. performed. them, with. 
But, that» was not the ques- 
tion. The question was whether in the present 
condition of the Treasury, they must borrow.a.thou- 
sand dollars to add 1o the salary of this officer, and 
set an example which must be followed in regard 
to the Auditors of the Treasury, ‘the Second Comp: 
troller, and other officers. of the Government. Now 
the other day in the ‘Senate, they had the greatest 
difficulty to get the salaries of the Commissioners 
tohear and examine claims against the Govern- 
ment as high as the Commissioner now receives, 
though their duties would be more important than 
his. - Besides, there is a Solicitor of the’ General’ 
Land Office to give his advice on all legal questions 
that are presented in it. | Mr. B.-said.that if hë was _ 
to give his vote to incréase the salaries of any -offi= 
cers of the Government, it would be in favor of the 
two Assistant Postmasters General, whose. salaries- 
were only $2,500 each, and whose“ daties were ex- 
ceedingly arduonsand important. “He would not,. 
in the present state of the Treasury, when ‘the Go- 
vernment would have to borrow money, give his 
consent to inereasing any salaries, unless a) dase 
could be shown where greatinjustice was done to an 


_ officer, by the inadequacy of his compensation. Mr. 


B, woukl not say any more on this subject, but m 
order to test the question, he would ask for the 
yeas and nays on the question of engrossing the 
bill. i TeS 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rejoined that the duties 
of the ofice required a much higher order of ta- 
lent than. a mere Auditor of Accounts. There 
were hundreds and thousands of. acres’ of the pub- 
lic domain submitted to: the decision: of this. ofi- 
cer, who. he (Mr. C.J had unde tom- 
petent authorily, had to devote a 


portion Of the” 
E 


night, as well as the day, tothe duties “of hi 
} fice. Mr.C. could notagree that, because there 
was no money in the Treasury, that a mere act 
of justice: should not be-done te a faithful and com- 


pelent officer. He felt. convinced that the ` con- 
templated increase was due to the office, to se- 
cure competent talent when it might be necessary 
to fill it hereafter. ` SR ets 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that he wanted the prim 
ciple decided now, because if it should be decided 
to: raise. any salaries, he would move to increase 
those of the two Assistant Postmasters General. . 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, said that, as the Senate 
was then dhin, -and.he wished à. full. vote on the: 
question, he would move to lay the bill onthe table, 
This motion was lost without a division, 
The question was then. taken on engrossing the 
bill fora third reading. and it was decided:in the 
negative—yeas 6, nays 29, as follows: - an a 
YEAS—Messrs, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Moñ- 
ton, Robinson, Sevier, and Young-—6,. Sete a 
NAYS—Messıs. Allen, Buchanan, . Calhoun, 


Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Grandy, ‘King; Linn, 


-Lympkin, Morris, Nicholas, Nites, Pierce, Pren- 


tiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith “af 
Connecticut, Sovthard, Spence, Swift,. Trotter 
Wall, Webster, White, Williams and Wright—29. 
The bik to authorize the erection of a hospital in 
the City of Washington, was. taken up; and, 
After an explanation by Mr. ROANE, : . 
Mr. NILES moved tọ amend. the bill soas to 


‘confine its benefits to lunatics, seamen, and.soldiers; 


which, after a. short discussion, was agreed: to—~ 
yeas 22, nays 18, as. fellows: :. f att 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay: 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 


‘King, Linn; Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Rives, Robin- 
Son, Ruggles, Sevier; Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, 
Wall, White and Wright—22, 

-NAYS—Messrs. Clayton,. 

Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Webster, Williams and Young—18. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered an amendment, 
which, as modified at the suggestion of Mr. 
ROANE, limited the appropriation to $30,600, 
with a proviso that the money shall only be drawn 
from the Treasury as wanted. 

This amendment was agreed to; and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the previous orders 

, were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to authorize the sale of cer- 
tain bonds belonging to the United States. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, if there was that strong 
necessity which the Senator had represented, he 
would not oppose, at least would offer no strenuous 
Opposition to the bill. It was not, however, such 
a measure as he would have recommended. He 
thought it would have been wiser and better to 
meet the necessity of the case by a resort to a direct 
loan, or the issue of Treasury notes. If the Senate 
could originate no other measure in relation to the 
Treasury, he submitted whether it was wise to 
press on this, because no other offered itself. 

Mr, W. extended his remarks on the subject to 
some length, expressing a doubt whether the bonds 
could be sold at par, and, if sold, what security 
there was that they would be paid in the constitu- 
tional currency of the country. He thought it as 
well to leave the responsibility where it now exists 
—in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. WRIGHT could not perceive any occasion 
for taking up the time of the Senate on this bill; it 
went very far to explain itself, and he would, tbere- 
fore, merely state the action of his own mind on 
the subject. From all the information he had re- 
ceived, the credit of this institution was high, not 
only in the money markets of this country, bat in 
those of Europe ; and as the condition of the Trea- 
sury required that they should raise money for the 
service of the Government, which must be done 
either by the issue of Treasury notes or by a loan, 
the committee thought that the sale of these bonds 
would supersede either of these two operations, to 
the amount that they sold for. Having found that 
money was cheap in Europe, they supposed that 
these bonds would furnish desirable investments at 
their par value. Mr. W. after stating the amount 
of the interest that had accumulated on these bonds, 
and the sum expected to be realized by their sale, 
said that he saw nothing in the objections of the 
Senator, from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wensrer,] 
unless that these bonds might not be payable 
in a currency equivalent. to specie when due. 
If such. was the fact, it must grow out of the sub- 
sequent legislation of.Congress, for there was no- 
thing at present to warrant the inference. He could 
not.agree to any other disposition of the bill than 
that the Senate should pass its judgment upon it at 
this time. Ifthe majority of the body should think 
that the committee were mistaken in the views 
which induced them to report it, let them say so. 
But his opinion was that it would be wise to make 
the attempt, and if these bonds should fail to bring 
in the market tne sum the bill required for them, 
the Treasury would be no worse off than it new 
was. The selling these bonds might save the using 
the credit of the Government to the amount they 
may sell for; and if not sold, the Government would 
lose nothing by making the attempt. 


Mr. WEBSTER made a brief reply, to the effect 


that ifthcre was not at least a reasonable prospect 
of the measure succeeding, that it would be better 
not to try it. ess 
Mr. WRIGHT observed that the first objection 
_of.the Senator from Massachusetis was one that 
“gaust-exist with, and be disposed of by, the pur- 
-¢haser... If he be not satisfied that he will receive 
payment in a currency which will make the pur- 
chasé á good operation, he will not buy. As to the 
other objection, he supposed Congress would take 
the necessary measures to provide for the wants of 
‘the-Goveinmént.as heretofore: They will either 


authorize the-issuing of a certain. amount of. Trea- 


Crittenden, Davis, 
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sary. notes, or provide for a loan, and then if the 
bonds. should sell, it would supersede the issue of 
Treasury notes to that amount, So also if a law 
passes authorizing a loan, the amount the bonds 
may sell for will supersede part of the loan. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WEB- 
STER, i 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, without a division. ` 

The bill to increase the salaries of certain dis- 
trict judges of the United States was taken up, the 
question being on the amendment of Mr. SMITH of 
Indiana to increase the salary of the district judge 
of Indiana. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to amend the amend- 
ment by increasing the salary of the judge for the 
district of Vermont. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed; which motion was agreed to—yeas 26, 
nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Southard, Spence, Swift, Webster, White, 
Williams, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayten, Grundy, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, 
Rives, Roane, Wall, and Wright—12. 

The bill to revoke the charters of such of the 
banks of the District of Columbia as shall not 
resume specie payments within a certain time, was 
taken up as the order of the day. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay the Dill on the ta- 
ble, on the ground that the charters of these banks 
would expire within a very short time. 

This motion was agreed to. 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up 
as the next order; but, without any action being 
had on it, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business, and, after spending a short time 
therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay,.May 8, 1838. 

DEATH OF THE HON. JOAB LAWLER. 

Immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
Mr. LYON of Alabama, rose and addressed the 
House as follows: 

Mr. Srraxer: I have the melancholy duty to 
perform of announcing to this House the death of 
one of its members. 

My friend and colleague, the Hon. Joas 
LawLer, expired this morning at his lodgings in 
this city, aftera brief and painful illness, which he 
bore with unusual fortitude and resignation. 

Less than a week ago, and he was present in his 
place in this hall, in the performance of his part 
in the laborious duties assizned by the people to 
their representatives. He was yet in the prime of 
life, and has been cut off in the midst of his use- 
fulness. 

By his death, his immediate constituents and his 
State have lost an attentive, intelligent, and faith- 
ful representative; his family have been deprived 
of a husband and father; and society has lost a 
member, whose conduct, in every relation of life, 
was worthy of all imitation. 

The deceased enjoyed the confidence and esteem 
of those who knew him well, to an extent which 
nothing but a course of life the most exemplary, 
and a character the most irreproachable, could have 
secured. 

In his State he had filled several offices of much 
importance, and under.the General Government he 
held for several years a trust‘of great responsibility. 
In all his official conduct inthe various public sta- | 
tions held by him, he acquired a high character for 
integrity and- capacity, which no act of his Hie 
forfeited or impaired. fs 

His conduct asa member of this House has 
been in character with his whole life. While he 
was firm and unwavering inthe discharge of what 
he considered. his. duty asa Representative, he 
was mild and unobtrusive in his deportment, and 
respectful towards his associates... He-had lived.’ 


y 
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the life ofa Christian; and died without apprehen- 
sion as to the future. Tal teat 

To testify our regret for his loss, and respect for 
his memory, I. move the adoption of the following 
resolutions: : i g 

` Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
House will attend the funeral of Joas LAWLER, 
deceased, late a member of this House from the 
State of Alabama, to-morrow, at 12 o’clock me- 
ridian. a 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of Joan Law- 
LER, deceased. an k 

Resolved, That the members: and officers of this 
House will testify their respect for the memory of 
Joan LawLER, by wearing crape on their left arm 
for thirty days. 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day, 
it will adjourn to meet to-morrow, at 12 o’clock 
meridian. i 

Ordered, That a message be sent to thw Senáte to 
notify that body ef the death of Joan Law er, late 
a representative from the State of Alabama, and 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow, at 12 
clock, from the Hall of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

The several resolutions were unanimously ag reed 
to by the House; and then 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, May 8, 1838. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. FRANKLIN, their clerk, an- 
nouncing the death of the honorable JoB LAWLER, 
a member of that House from the State of Alabama; 
and that his funeral would take place at 12 o'clock 
to-morrow from their Hall. 

Mr. KING then rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

Mr. Parestpent: Another of the members of this 
Congress has passed from time to eternity. This 
unexpected event is well calculated to produce the 
most serious reflections. “Be ye also ready,” 
should be impressed upon every heart. The Hon. 
Joas Law ter, a Representative from the State of 
Alabama, breathed his last at his boarding-house 
in this city, about 9.o’clock this: morning. His 
sickness was of short duration; but a life devoted 
to piety and virtue enabled him to ;look with calm , 
and Christian resignation on the dread change that 
awaited him. 


Mr. Lawier was of humble origin. He was 
destitute of the advantages of a liberal education; 
but a vigorous intellect, combined with sterling in- 
tegrity, early recommended him to the favorable 
notice of his fellow-citizens, and they placed him in 
the Legislature of his State. For years he conti- 
nued to discharge his duties in that situation in a 
manner so creditable to himself, so satisfactory to 
those he represented, that they demanded his. ser- 
vices in a more exalted station. He yielded to 
their wishes, and twice has he been chosen to repre- 
sent their interests in the Congress of the United 
States. Mr. President, his mortal career has closed. 
His couniry has lost the services of one of her 
most virtuous citizens; his bereaved wife an affec- 
tionate husband; and his orphan children the fos- 
tering care and protection of an indulgent father. 
To that desolaie, heart-stricken family, I would 
say, “ mourn not as ene without hope.” The 
husband—the father—was a. Christian., He. died, 
as the Christian dieth, in the fall hope of a blessed 
immortality. Keep, then, before your*eyes the 
purity and holiness. of his life: live as he lived, 
and you. may go to him to you he can never 
return. fe 

Mr. K. then submitted the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted ; 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend the funeral 
of the honorable Joas Lawter, deceased, which 
will ‘take place from. the Hall of ‘the House of 
Representatives; aud, as an additional mark - of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the mem- 
bers of that body will go into the usual mourning, 
by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days, 
~ On motion of Mr. KING, 

“The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnesspay, May 9, 1838. 
FUNERAL OF MR. LAWLER. 

Pursuant to order, the House assembled at 12 
o'clock, m. for the purpose of attending the funeral 
obsequies of the Hon. Joas Law ier, late a Re- 
presentative in Congress from the Stateof Alabama. 

The following was the order of arrangements: 

The Committee of Arrangements, pall-bearers, 
and mourners, attended at the late residence of 
the deceased, at Mr. Mount’s, on Pennsylvania 
avenue, at 11 o'clock, a. m. at which time the re- 
mains were removed, in charge of the Committee 
of Arrangements, attended by the Sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Representatives, to the Hal! of the 
House. 

Shortly after 12 o’clock, meridian, funeral ser- 
vice was performed in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, and, immediately after, the pro- 
cession moved to the place of interment in the fol- 
lowing order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased, 
Committee of Arrangements, viz: 

` Mr. Lyon of Alabaraa. 
Mr. Mercer of Va. Mr. Hexny of Penn. 
Mr. Harian of Ky. Mr. Parmenter of Mass. 
Mr. Mavay of Tenn. Mr. Boon of Ind. 
Pall Bearers, viz: 
Mr. Fumors of S. C. Mr. Conner of N. C. 
Mr. Carrer of Tenn, Mr. Kireons of Ohio. 
Mr. Smery of N. Y. My, Brises of Mass. 
The Family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators from Alabama, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Represen- 
tatives, 
The House of Representatives, preceded. by. the 
ma Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House of Representatives. 
The Sergeant-at-arnis of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
l Vice President and Secretary. 
The other officers of the Senate. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizen and Strangers. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, May 10, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the Speaker was di- 
rected to notify the Governor of Alabama that a 
vacancy had occured in the representation of that 
State, by the death of the honorable Joar LAWLER. 

The SPEAKER laid befcre the Hoase the fol- 
lowing Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of State, communicating 
the names, grades, removals, dates of appoint- 
ment, &c. of all: ministers and other diplomatic 
agents of the United States to foreign countries. 

On motion of Mr, BRIGGS, leid on the table. 

2, From the acting Secretary of War, a report 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in refe- 
rence to the payment of the annuity due to the Se- 
neca Indians for the year 1837. 

Gn motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid on the 
_ table. 

On leave, petitions were presented by Mr. HOFF- 
MAN, of New York, and Afr. BOULDIN, of Vir- 
_ginia. l sec! 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked a similar leave, 
but it was objected to; and his motion to suspend 
the rules for the purpose was rejected without a 
division. ` 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Onam was 
directed to appoint a member on the Commiitee on 
Private Land Claims, to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the decease of Mr. LAWLER. 

CONDITION OF “THE TREASURY. | 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private segretary, Abraham Van 
Buren, esq. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

- [submit to the consiteration of Congress.a State- 
ment prepared by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
by which it appears thatthe ` United States, with 
over twenty-eight millions in deposite with the 
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States, and over fifteen millions due from indivi- 
duals and banks, are, from the situation in which 
these funds are placed, in immediate danger of being 
rendered unable to discharge, with good faith and. 


promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations of 


the Government. i Ye 3 
The occurrente of this result has for some time 
been apprehended, and efforts made to avert it. As 
the principal difficulty arises from a prohibition in 
the present law to reissue such Treasury notes as 


might be paid-in before they fall due, and may be’ 
effectually obviated by giving the Treasury during . 


the whole year the benefit of the full amount origi- 
nally anthorized; che remedy would seem to be ob- 
vions and easy. 

The serious embarrassments likely to arise from 
a longer continuance of the present state of things, 
induces'me respectfully to invite the earliest action 
of Congress to the subject which may be consistent 
to a due regard for other public interests. i 

M. VAN BUREN. 

May 10, 1838. 

[The statement referred to in the above message 
will be found in the Senate proceedimngs.] 

The Messave and accompanying document of 
the Seeretary of the Treasury having been read, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and remarked that, 
two or three days ago, he made a motion on the 
suhiret referred to in these documents, but which fail- 
el irom its requirmg a majority of two thirds. He 
should not, at this moment, renew the motion, but 
he gave notice that he shonid doso in the course of 
the day, unless the privileged question (the duel- 
ling report) was sconer disposed of. 

Mr. C. then moved to refer the foregoing papers 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that they be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reminded the gentleman 
from New York that he (Mr. U.] was entitled to 
the floor on the subject referred to, but he was per- 
fectly willing to forego it, in view of the necessity 
and urgency of proceeding with the despatch of 
public business. If it was the pleasure of the 
House to postpone the subject indefinitely, he would 
make that motion as soon as the above papers 
were of disposed, but if that motion should not pre- 
vail, he should go on with his remarks. 

Mr. SERGEANT presumed the papers could 
be printed by to-morrow morning, and as there had 
been but an imperfect opportunity. of knowing 
their contents from the reading at the Clerk’s desk, 
he would suggest whether the gentleman from 
New York had not better postpone his motion to 
go on with the public business til] to-morrow, and 
devcte this day to the disposal of the other matter. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that they could 
not proceed to the public business one moment too 
soon; and as it would be debated, the sooner 
the debate was commenced the better, for 
there was little probability, though he wished 
it were otherwise, that the subject would be 
disposed of ina single day. With reference to the 
motion adverted to by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, perhaps the gentleman was not aware, that 
on a motion to postpone indefinitely, the whole 
merits were open for discussion, and therefore it 
would not bring the House to a vote sooner than 
the others. 

Mr. 6’s motion to refer and print the above pa- 
pers was then agrecd to. 

DUELLING REPORT. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was fully aware of 
the nature of a motion to postpone indefinitely, 
but his object was to get clear of the whole subject 
during the present session; and unless. it could be 
done, he saw no reason why the dcbate should not 
go on. . 
As the gentleman from New York, however, 
wished to test the sense of the Hoase by renewing 
his motion, Mr. U. would give way fèr that. pur- 
pose. 

! Mr. CAMERELENG then m wed a suspension 
of the rules fer the purpose of considering and con- 
tinuing the consideration of bills referred to the 
Co: 

Mr. GRAVES expressed a wish to makea few 
remarks in opposition to the motion, but it was-not 
under ihe rule; and Mr G. then moved a call of 
the House, and asked for the yeas and nays, which 


ittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.” 


were. ordered; and being yeas 102, nays 75, the 
House determined ‘that there shouldbe a call. =” 

Afier proceeding for ‘some’ time, on motion of 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, the call was dispensed with, 
and Mr. C. withdrew his ‘proposition. (0.0. 


The question on the duelling report was 
nounced by the Cuar o 9: i 
It was, on the motion of Mr.: TOUCEY, under 
the direction of -the committee, to print the report 
and testimony, with the substitute of ‘Mr. ADAMS; 
to recommit with certain instructions, to report the 
tacts, “without comments or arguments;” to which 
Mr. LOOMIS- moved the following amendment: 
“except as to the question of.a breach of privilege.” 
The pending question was on-the amendment of 
Mr. Stsuey to Mr. Loomis’s, as follows: ; 
“And on that subject, that they report.the names 
of every member, who aided, assisted, or abetted in 
the duel, which resulted in the death of Mr. Ciu- 
Ley, and report-as soon as possible.” os 
Mr. UNDERWOOD was proceeding in his re- 
marks, when he was arrested by the CHAIR: for 
going into a wide scope of discussion. Mr. U. 
took an appeal from the decision of the Caatr, and 
argued it for some time, on the ground thatthe 
amendment of Mr. Smuxy did open the whole sub- 
ject, and asked for the yeas and nays on the- ap- 
peal, which were ordered. © ° r 
- The point was discussed by Messrs. MERCER, 
and READ, when, after some conversation De- 
tween the Cna and. Mr. U. the subject was: drop- 
ped. : wo’ Paks at 
Mr. U. then proceeded to argue against the 
power of the House te punish for sending’ a chal- 
lenge to a member to fight a.duel, ‘or to punish a 
meniber for fighting a duel, since it did not violate 
the privileges of the members, as given them: by the 
Constitution, and that, as against Mr. Siptey’s 
amendment, if the House could not. punish the 
principals, it could not punish the aiders and abet- 
tors. Hence he contended that the best disposition 
which could be made of this subject was to post- 
pone it indefinitely. If, however, the House was 
determined to punish the one, ıt should go on to 
punish the others; for the man who loaded the gun 
was as guilty as he who fired it, the aiders and abet- 
ters as the principals and seconds, though Mr. U. 
was opposed to the whole proceeding. | | 
Mr. THOMAS, afier some explanatory remarks, 
stating the object of the motion to. be to-postpone- it 
for future action, ‘as it:could. be called up-by a‘ bare 
majority, ‘moved’ to Jay: the report ‘and accompa- 
nying documents on ‘the table, and “print ‘them, 
Mr. T. asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. s : 
` Mr. JENIFER called for a division of the 
tion on laying on the table and printing. 
Mr. GRANT moved a call of the House: lost. 
The question was then taken and decided in the 


‘then an- 


ques- 


. Ajira 
Pope, Potts. 
Robertson, Ran 
Jace, Soult 


lams, Sherrod Wil 


76. 
So the whole subject was‘laidon the table: 
the question recarring on the motion to print, ; 
Mr. PETRIKIN then rose and said that, in t 
der to'put'an- end to ‘this interminable’ debate on 


and 


mere incidehial questions, and to progress with the 
business of the country, which bad been, in conse- 
quence, so much retarded, he was induced to dé- 
mand the previous question. - i ; 

_. Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked the gentle- 
mah to withdraw the motion, to ehable him to 


“move to print the evidence and journal of the com- 


_ mittee. 
Mr. PETRIKIN declined. 
Mr. GARLAND then moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the subject was laid on the table. 
The CHAIR ruled that the incidental motion to 


print must be first decided, as it was only a branch 
of the general motion. f 


Mr. GARLAND took an appeal from this deci- 


sion, but subsequently withdrew it, and also the 
motion to reconsider. 


Mr. ADAMS renewed the motion to reconsider, 


burt Mr. A. having voted in the minority, could not 
move it, 


Mr. GARLAND then moved a call of the House, 
and asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were-~yoas 64, nays 123, 

So the call was refused. ; 

The previous question on the motion to print 
was then seconded 97 to 84, and the main question 
was ordered. 


Mr. BRIGGS called for a division of the ques- 
tion on printiug the reports and documents. 

Mr. SLADE called for a division on the several 
argumentsin the report. 

“The CHAIR could not entertain a motion to di- 

vide the same paper. 

‘The question was then taken on printing the re- 
ports of the majority and minority, and decided in 
the affirmative-~yeas 123, nays 74, as follows: 


VEAS—Messts. Adams, Heman Allen, John W, Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Beattie, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Vasey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coffin, Cotes, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Davee, 
. Davies, De Graff, Duncan, Mdwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 

X Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, Grantland, Grant, 

Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Naw- 
kin s, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hab ley, William IH. Hunter, Ingham, 'T. B. Jackson, Joseph 
. John: ‘04, Nathaniel Jones, John W, Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Kliagensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, 
Loomis, . Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Mo- 
Clellan, P{c€lure, Miller, Monigomery, Moore, Morgan, Calva- 
ry Morn, Murray, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Par- 

Ker, Parme nier, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pots, 

Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Rencher, Rbett, Rives, Shef: 
fer, Augustine ££ Shepperd, Sayder, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, 

‘Thomas, Tillinghast, ‘Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, 

Wagener, Websicr, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 

Whittlesey, Jarea W. Williams, and Yell-~—123, ote 

NAYS—Messre., Ayerige, Bell, Biddle, Bouldin, Briggs, 

John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, 

Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 

Curtis; Deberty, Dennis, Donn, veret, Villmoro, James 

Gavland, Rice Garland, James, Graham, Wm, Graham, Ital, 

Halsted; Harlan, arper, Hastings, Mawes, Hofman, R. M.e. 

Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 

Legare, Lyon, dJaines M, Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, Me- 

Kennan, Menctee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Naylor, Patter- 

son, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Rum- 

sey, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Stade, South- 
gate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Under. 
wood, Albert 3. White, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 


Williams, Joseph L, Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Yorke—74. mi 
The question wasthen taken on printing the evi- 
dence and journal, and decided in the aflirmative 
ua-yeas 189, nays 4, as follows: 


tlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Yell, and Yorke—199. : 

NAYS—Messts. Hawes, Underwood, Sherrod Williams, and 
Christopher H. Williams—4. 

Mr. EVERETT, on leave, from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, reported a supplementary bill to 
provide for the organization of the Department of 
Indian Affairs, approved June, 1834. 

Mr. EVERETT also reported Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of George Du 
Val, with a proposition to strike out the. enacting 
clause: committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to refund certain duties on railroad iron, 
imported by the New York and Harlem railroad 
company. 

Mr. BOON said he was about to make a motion. 
During the progress of this discussion, said he, fre- 
quent appeals have been made in behalf of the 
“dear people,” and he would now make a motion 
to test the sincerity of gentlemen. He would move 
that 20,000 extra copies of the reports of the ma- 
jority and minority of the select commiltee, together 
with the evidence, on the duelling investigation, be 
printed for the use of the “dear people” of this 
country. 

The CHAIR remarked that the motion required 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. BOON would ask it, and expressed a hope 
that no gentleman would object. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected, and 
Mr. REED interposing a motion to adjourn, which 
prevailed, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, May 10, 1838. 
CONDITION OF THE TREASURY. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, Apranam Van 
Buren, Esq. 

To tha Senate and House of Representatives: 

I submit to the consideration of Congress a state- 
ment prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
by which it appears that the United States, with 
over twenty-eight millions in deposite with the 
States, and over fifteen millions due from indivi- 
duals and banks, are, from the situation in which 
these funds are placed, in immediate danger of be- 
ing rendered unable to discharge, with good faith 
and promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations 
of the Government. 

The occurrence of this result has for some time 
been apprehended, and efforts made to avertit As 
the principal difficulty arises from a prohibition in 
the present law to reissue such Treasury notes as 
might be paid in before they fall duc, and may be 
effectually obviated by giving the Treasury, during 
the whole year, the benefit of the full amount origi- 
nally authorized, the remedy would seem to -be ob- 
vious and easy. 

‘The serious embarrassments likely to arise from 
a longer continuance of the present state of things, 
induces me respectfully to invite the earliest action 
of Congress to the subject which may be consistent 
to a due regard for other public interests. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

May 10, 1838. 

Treasury Department, May, 10, 1838. 

The undersigned would respectfully submit to the 
President the following statement concerning some 
fiscal embarrassments which are likely soon to hap- 
pen, unless averted by early legislation. 

It has been usual for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, except in the annual report on the finances, 
and in replies to special calls or directions by either 
Fouse of Congress, to give information respecting 
all matters which appertain to his office, through 
letters addressed to the appropriate committees. 
For some months past, and’on several occasions, 
that mode has been pursued in respect to these 
threatened. embarrassments, by giving to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means such information con- 
cerning them as the public exigencies and a sea- 
sonable foresight seemed to. require. . Some sug- 
gestions and facts connected with them have like- 
wise been introduced into, reports made to Con- 
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gress. But the relief desired. having not-yet been 
granted, and a longer omission to provide for the 
emergency having a tendency to impair public cre- 
dit, to the great prejudice ef contractors and. work- 
men, as well as.of pensioners, the army, navy, and 
many other classes, the undersigned deems it his 
duty to apprize the Executive also of the impend- 
ing difficulties, in order that he may take such fur- 
ther stepsas appear proper to promote a faithful 
discharge of the pecuniary obligations of the Go- 
vernment. hes : 

The peculiarity in the present condition of the 
finances can be very briefly explained. -It has 
arisen, not from any actual deficiency which has 
yet occurred in the amount of receipts anticipated 
for the year; not from any excess of appropriations 
which has yet been made for either ordinary or-ex- 
traordinary objects; but from a prohibition to use, 
for the payment of the public dues, which is re- 
quired by law to be received for them. 

In the act of October last, authorizing the issue 
of Treasury notes, they were made receivable at 
any time for those dues, but were expressly for- 
bidden, after such receipt, from being reissued in 
discharge of claims on the Treasury. From this 
circumstance, coupled with the protracted failure of 
most of the banks to resume specie payments, little 
has of late been received for revenue except Trea- 
sury notes. Over five and a half millions of them” 
have already been paid in, though none fall due 
till about the Ist of November next. As these can- 
not be paid out again, or others in their place, till 
the restriction before mentioned is modified, it has 
followed that a great portion of the receipts of the 
year have thus far been entirely useless for aiding 
to defray the large expenditures charged upon it, 
and resort has of necessity been had to the emission 
of more Treasury notes under the original act, un- 
til the whole amount authorized, except $216,802, 
has been exhausted. 

The only other means available to meet the pub- 
lic engagements, with the exceptions as to trusts 
and the Mint, detailed in a special report on the 
condition of the Treasury to the House of Repre- 
sentatives the 26th of March last, are reduced to 
about $347,432, 

These constitule an aggregate of five hundred 
and sixty-four thousand two hundred and. thirty- 
four dollars thus available, instead of a balance of 
from two to six millions, which it has generally 
been considered wise to retain on haad, in order, 
with the aid of the current revenue, to insure punc- 
tuality, and guard against the embarrassments 1m- 
cident to fluctuations and other contingencies. 
During the present year the revenue has been paid 
in Treasury notes to such an extent that only about 
one fourth of a million, monthly, has been receiv- 
ed from it in money, so as to assist in discharging 
the current expenditures. These last, on an ave- 
rage, have been over two millions monthly, and in 
April nearly three millions. 

As moré than four millions of the Treasury 
notes are stil! outstanding, and the banks generally 
have not yet resumed specie payments, it is proba- 
bie that a great part of the revenue will, for some 
time to come, be paidin a similar manner. Under 
such circumstances, and when it is considered that 
large sums due from the postponed custom-house 
bonds, the banks, and the States, are not yet pay- 
able, and that no power now exists, except in Con- 
gress, to recall the deposites from. the latter; that 
there is no reserved fund to resort to, or any other 
authorized means by which the wants of the Trea- 
sury can be supplied, it is manifest that the De- 
partment is exposed weekly and almost daily to be 
deprived of ‘the whole of its available means, and 
the credit of the Government to be injuriously af- 
fected, both at home and abroad. 

‘Congress could readily avert these results, if ap- 
proving the course suggested in the last annual re- 
port on the finances. It could remove the prohibi- 
tion to reissue the notes which may be, or have 
been, prematurely paid in and redeemed, and, 
where they have been cancelled, permit others to 
be issued in their stead; or it could effect the same 
object by allowing other notes to be emitted, in- 
stead of. such as have been and shall hereafter be 
paid in, before the year for their redemption ex- 
pires. By the seasonable adoption of either of 


these measures, all anticipated embarrassments du- 
ring 1838, can probably be obviated. For, in that 
eveht, no provision of additional means to meet 
‘the expenditures of the year will be necessary here- 
after, unless before the close of the session it shall 
appear that new appropriations. have been made, 
or are likely to be made, exceeding the estimates 
submitted by the Department: in December last, by 
several millions, or that the revenues received will 
be materially less. re ` 

On the contrary, if neither of the measures 
above proposed should meet the. approbation of 
Congress, It is obvious that ‘among the various 
substitutes which may be thought of, or which this 
Department has taken: occasion to suggest in com- 
munications to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
some one must be selected, that can be made cf- 
cient in its operation, at a very early day, or it will 
be impracticable to preserve the national faith un- 


broken, and to avert the injuries with which the. 


public service is threatened. 
` With great respect, 
`i LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


The CHAIR communicated a-report from the 
‘War Department, made in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 13th March last, re- 
quiring various kinds of information in reference to 
the money belonging to the Indian tribes. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, cn the subject of the 
northeastern boundary; which were jaid on the ta- 
ble and ordered to be printed. 

Messrs. WEBSTER, SMITH of Connecticut, 
MORRIS, and RUGGLES, severally presented 


petitions, remonstrating against the late Cherokee 


treaty; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial. of 
the trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, 
asking Congress to grant a portion of the public 
domain to that institation, and to others of a simi- 
lar. character, for the purpose of promoting the 
cause of education. This memorial [sài t Mr. B.] 
states, and with perfect truth, “that while our 
country abounds in collegiate institutions, few, if 
any, possess those appendages which have render- 
ed so illustrious and so perfect the institutions of 
older countries. Appropriate libraries, complete 
museums of natural science, extensive philoso- 
phical apparatus, in short, collections illustrative of 
the progress and attainments of science abroad, 
and furnishing the most perfect means of instruc- 
tion at home, are yet wanting, and are not likely 
to be secured’ with the present defective means of 
our colleges.” 

The memorial was well calculated to attract 
public attzntion to this important subject. He 
therefore moved that it should be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the remonstrance of 
sundry citizens of Wisconsin, against. legalizing 
floats on certain tracts-of land: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made a report on the subject of light houses; which 
was, without reading, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RIVES gave notice thathe would to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill to reorganize the 
marine-corps. ie 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave notice that hë would to- 
morrow ask leave to bring ina bill to’ provide for 
the survey ofthe North Eastern Boundary. : 

The bill for the erection of-a hospital in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, came up on ils third reading. 

Mr. MORRIS opposed the bill chiefly on con- 
stitutional grounds. In the course of his remarks, 
he took occasion to say that retrocession was what 
the people of this District ought above all to 
advocate. He was aware of the position in which 
legislators stood here. If they opposed any mea- 
sures of this kind, they are supposed to feel ùn- 
friendly to the intercsts of the District. He dis- 
avowed all such feeling, but said he should feel 
himself compelled to vote against any appropria- 
tion Tor local purposes, or those not’ immediately 
connected with Congress. Pe 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Mr. ROANE advocated the measure’ with much 
zeal and.ability. as. having a tendency to aid the 
cause of humanity.. He replied to the constitu- 
tional objections of Mr. -Morrts,: aud- asied:if 
Congress had not the same right to tax the people 


to establish a hospital in the ‘istrict of Columbia, : 


that it had to establish a-United States “arsenal-at 
Old Point Comfort: endo Syst poao i 
Mr. BUCHANAN felt as kindly feeling for the 


people of this district as any man, and expressed a 


willingness to serve them on all proper occasions. 
This, however, was not a proper time for appro- 
priations fer such purposes: he had just bech told 
that . the Treasury’. was nearly ran aground; 
and were they, in the face of that-fact, to borrow 
money for the purpose of building a hospital? 
Mr. B. did not know but he would be in favor of 
the bill were it not for that fact. It was from the 
same feeling that he was induced to vote against 
the appropriation for Michigan, and he was willing 
to place the District of Columbia on the some foot- 
ing with Michigan. 

Mr. B. said, in order to test the sense of the Se- 
nate in relation to the matter, he would move to 
postpone the bill until the first Monday in Decem- 
ber next, and on that question he should demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. NORVELL said he did not rise to reply to 
the Senater from Pennsylvania, or`to any thing 
connected with the bill; but he really could not re- 
sist the desire to thank him for the comparison he 
had so kindly instituted between the District of 
Columbia and the State of Michigan. g 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he hoped the honorable 
Senator was not offended with the remark; that Se- 
nator would be the last man, and Michigan was the 
last State, of which he would: utter any thing disre- 
spectful. í 

Nr. NORVELL, (laughingly,) as the gentleman 
has made the amende honorable, in the latter part of 
his remark, [ must be satisfied. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN avowed himself a silent listener 
to all the arguments offered on this occasion, and 
was constained to say that, in no view that he could 
take of it, could he permit himself to vote in favor 
of the measure. Tle thought it both wrong and in- 
expedient. THe agreed fully with the views taken 
by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Mornis,] as to its 
being contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, and 
besides he put no faith in the estimate of 30,000 
dollars. We aillknew when a public building was 
once commenced that it was never finished under 
five times the original estimate. Mr. C. concluded 
by wishing that the matter might be postponed, 
and, if brought up, that it would be ultimately 
rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BUCHA- 
NAN’S motion, and it was carried—yeas 23, nays 
20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Aiabama, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Wall, White, and 
Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Trotter, Webster, 
Williams, and Young-—20. 

The bill to authorize the sale. of certain bonds 
belonging to the United States was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported. a bill to prevent the forgery of 
Treasury Notes, and other securities of. the United 
States; which was read, and ordered. to a second 
reading. : : ; 

Mr. W. from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bill regulating writs of 
error in the coarts of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, who voted with 
the majority, the vote on indefinitely postponing 
the bill to imerease the salaries of the district 
judges of the United States, was ordered. tobe 
reconsidered. Wee: 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of ‘Columbia was. then 
taken up. Sse ee ee arias 


" Mr. BENTON avowed himself op; 
‘extension of the charter of these banks 
years. -He. admitted something was due. to-the 


y: 
i } was Se 
institutions, and -he had ‘drawn: uj sitior 
extending to: them- timè. ọn- certain’: condi 
which, when they should have-becn complied. 
would. enable them to. present. themselves with & 
‘better grace foran extension of..their. charters. 
They were to quit at once the shinsplaster work ; 
to redeem their five: dollar notes. after:the 4th of 
July ; and; after a-given. time, resume in full, and 
cease to pay out the notes. of. non-specie-paying 
banks. In the: proposition the‘Clerk had now read, . 
he should move to strike. out. the enacting clause, 
and insert as follows: .. R E 
That the charters of the Union-Bank, and of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of: Georgetown, the 
Bank of the Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Wash- 
ington, and Bank of Washington, in. the city of 
Washington, and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexan- 
dria, and the. Bank.of Potomac, in. the town, of 
Alexandria, be, and the same.are hereby, extended 
to the fourth day of Màrch, in the year. eighteen, 
hundred and thirty-nine: Provided, The said: banks, 


Mr. HUBBARD thought it would be as well-to 
repeal the charters at once as to pass that pro- 
viso. He did not think that. any considerable . 
portion of the Senate would be found to advocate 
such a measure. Mr. H. thought it would be as 
well to extend the charters, of, these banks. during 
the pleasure of Congress. -If then they did notid 
their duty to. the communi 
rise in judgment: against.them, , 
could be at‘once' repealed. =i: 
Mr. H. submitted ‘the following. 
posed to.offer when in order: : 5 aa 
That the “existing charters of the Bank’ of 
Washington, Bank of the Metropolis, the Patriotic 
Bank of Washington, all in the city of Washing- 
tou, and that the charter of the stockholders of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, in the city of 
Georgetown, and that the charters of the stockhold- 
ers of the Bank of Potomac, and of the‘stockhold- 
ers of the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, both in 
the city of Alexandria, shall be continued in-full 
force and effect; after the fourth day. of July: next, 
during the pleasure of Congress, subject to any 
modification which. may at any time hereafter. be 
adoptes, or subject to be at any- time-hereafter’ re~ 
pealed by. the legislation of Congress: Provided, 
That this act shall be of no effect, unless the corpo- 
rations therein named: shall .resume specie pay- 
ments for their circulation and’ other liabilities, on 
or before the first day of January next, or simulta- 
neously with the banks -of ‘the cities of Baltimore 
and Richmond, should: those banks resume ‘at: an 
earlier day. E eee: : 
Mr. GRUNDY was.in favor ofthe principles in 
the .améndment. of ‘ihe’ Senator from “Missouri, 
though he thought it ought to be somewhat modi- 
fied. being too rigid in the conditions imposed on 
the banks. These banis, he said; had all violated 
their. charters, and he thought ita bad-time to renew 
them while they were in open violation. of Jaw, 
But whenever they should. resume payment, and 
act in accordance withthe provisions of their. char- 
ters, he would be for.granting them new dties, with 
such conditions and. restrictions as-the Wisdoii of 
Congress might devise for the protection-of the 
munity, He could not now tell whether these 


would eventually turn out to be sound and solvent, 
and he would therefore waitawhile, until they hadan 
opportunity ef giving some evidence of it-. He be- 
lieved the ierms of the substitute proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri were too rigid. He did not 
know how far the banks could stand the payment 
of their five dollar notes, and to require them not 
to trade in the notes of the banks that did not pay 
specie, would be a hard provision, and perhaps de- 
stroy their business altogether. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he would move that the whole subject 
be postponed for the purpose of giving it a suffi- 
cient examination, and in the mean timé’he wished 
the amendments of the Senators from Missouri and 
New Hampshire (Messrs. Benron and Hvssarp] 
to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD believed that the Bank of 
Washington was paying specie on all its notes. 
He was prepared to act on the bill now, but if it 
was the general sense of the Senate not to act on 
it at this time, he was willing to lay it on the table, 
or, by passing his substitute, leave the banks in 
their present situation until Congress thonght pro- 
per to act definitively with regard tothem. He 
would observe, however, that it was not his inten- 
tion to press his substitute without the approbation 
of the committee who reported the bill. 

Mr. TIPTON was opposed to the motion of the 
Senator from Tennessee to postpone the bill, The 
bill was a very important one in regard to the busi- 
ness of the District of Columbia—it had been pre- 
pared with great care by the committee, and was 
supposed, by its friends, to be as liberal a proposi- 
tion as the Senate would be willing to pass. The 
Senator from New Hampshire, supposing that the 
Senate would not be willing to come up to this mea- 
sure, proposed to charter these banks during the 
pleasure of Congress; and they had been told that 
too much of the session had. gone by to act on the 
subject. This he could not agree to, for repeated 
examinations had been made of the affairs of these 
banks, and their condition was sufficiently under- 
stood to act with regard to them at once. If they 
postponed the subject further, what would the peo- 
ple of this District have to hope for? Their situa- 
tion was ‘bad enough now, and further suspense 
would make it worse. Every one acquainted with 
the business of banking knew that, for the last 
twenty years, the conduct of many of them had 
been bad enough, yet it was not just, because some 
of them had done wrong, to denounce the whole of 
theni—the good as well as the bad. One of the 
banks of ‘this District (the Bank of Washington) 
was, as the Senator from New Hampshire inform- 
ed them, already paying specie, and, therefore, 
there ought to be no difficulty with regard to that 
institution. If there was a bank that had conduct- 
ed itself improperly, he was for investigating its 
conduct, and for treating it accordingly; but the 
banks whose conduct was good, certainly deserved 
some credit. He hoped the round and sweeping 
denunciations of gentlemen against all the banks 
would not have any weight on the Senator. He 
was against all postponement, and he wished to 
hear all that could be said on both sides of the ques- 
tion, and partionlarly he wished to hear the views 
of those gentlemen who were opposed to the banks. 

Mr. BENTON repudiated the idea that the 
Bank of Washington could be denominated a 
specie paying bank. It was better to let them 
know at once that Senators in their characters of 
legislators were fnot to be bamboozled by such re- 
presentations. He'had been in this city for five or 
six months, and had never seen a note of that bank 
jn circulation, nor did he know any of his friends 
that had. What he understood by specie paying 
banks, were those institutions that had circulation, 
and redeemed that circulation when called on: was 
jt the case in the.instanee alluded to? He thought 
that bank more culpable than any of the others, 
pecatise. it acted as a kind of coaducter through 
which the trash in the shape of money from abroad 
was. foisted upon the people, while that bank was 
called a specie paying bank. Mr. B. expressed 
his readiness to meet ihis question at any time, 
and said he was. prepared to show that the banking 


““pusiness of this country as it was transacted, was | 


fraught with danger to the community: That all 
the sympathies of Congréss seemed in favor of 
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banks, while the community were never thought of 
in the matter. His [Mr. B’s] sympathies were for 
the community, and he would endeavor to defend 


that interest from the machinations of all banks | 


that did not redeem their notes at the will of the 
holder. 

Mr. TIPTON observed that the Senator from 
Missouri and himself differed very widely in their 
opinions on the subjects of banks and banking. 
The Bank of Washington, -which redeemed its 
notes in specie, the Senator looked upon as the 
very worst of all banks, and at the same time was 
very strong m his denunciations of the banks that 


did not pay. Now he (Mr. T.] did not understand | 


this, He looked with as much abhorrence on the 


excessive issues of banks, and an irredeemahic ; 


currency, as the Senator from Missouri did; but it 
did not seem to him that the banks of this District 
were liable to censure on this score. He didnot, 
however, justify the banks for the violation of their 
charters, but thought that their conduct was bad 
enough. He was for contmuing the charters of 
the banks of the District of Columbia, and of all 
other banks that resume specie payments and con- 
tinue payment in good faith; andif these banks 
should resume simultaneously with the banks of 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, he would be satisfied. 
This was all he contended for, and he hoped the 
Senate would not give the question the go-by. 

After some remarks from Messrs. GRUNDY, 
HUBBARD, NILES, and ROANE, 


Mr. DAVIS was opposed to the postponement 
for very obvious reasons. Congress had caused 
investigation after investigation into the affairs of 
these banks, and therefore they could not obtain ad- 
ditional information by any further delay. All 
these investigations had resulted much to the cre- 
dit of the District banks. It was now said that 
they were not prepared to act, and a sort of rod 
in pickle was kept in store for these banks, which, 
in his judgment operated injuriously on them, and 
consequently, on the community. At the extra 
session, a bill was brought in to repeal their char- 
ters, provided they did not resume payment in sixty 
days, the effect of which was to stop their discounts, 
and injure materially the business of the District. 
And just so long as this subject was kept in agita- 
tion, and the charters of these banks in a state of 
suspense, this state of things must necessarily ex- 
ist, to the great injury of the people of this District. 
The Senator trom Missouri condemned strongly 
the conduct of the specie-paying banks, as well as 
the conduct of those that did not pay, and therefore 
it would be perfectly vain for them to hope to gain 
the approbation of gentlemen who used such argu- 
ments, Again: it was urged that there was no 
time specified in the bill by which it was made im- 
perative on these banks to resume. Now he ap- 
prehended such was not the fact, for the bill pro- 
vided that when the banks of Richmond and Balti- 
more resumed, these banks should also resume, or 
forfeit their charters. If they compelled the Dis- 
trict bands to resume before the above named 
banks did, they must necessarily cease to transact 
business, or transact it at a loss. 

Mr. BENTON apprehended that the Senrtor 
from Massachusetts did not hear hisremarks, other- 
wise he would not have represented him as opposed 
to a bank paying specie. The bank of which he 
{Mr. B.] spoke purported to pay specie for its 
notes, while it had not a dollar in circulation. 
This was an assumption which had no foundation. 


Mr. DAVIS said the gentleman from Missouri 
was correct in the explanation of the purport of his 
remarks, and he so understood him at the time. 
He agreed, too, with the Senator, that a bank 
which purported to pay specie on demand while it 
had no circulation, was a sort of a humbug. 

Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir, a perfect humbug. 


Mr. BUCHANAN thought himself that this was 
an appropriate time to act on the subject one way 
or the other; but as it was after four o’clock, and as 
he should like to examine into the principles not 
only of the bill, but of the two substitutes proposed 
by the Senators from Missouri and New Hamp- 
shire, he thought it better to lay the subject over 
informally until to-morrow, and proceed then to the 
consideration of Executive business, of which there 
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was some on the table that ought to be attended to 
speedily. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
went into the consideration of Executive business; 
after whica, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 11, 1838. 


Mr. BOULDIN called the attention of the House 
toan error in the list of votes in the morning pa- 
pers, and in the vote book of the House, which he 
was well assured, was accidental. Ile was repre- 
sented to have voted on the duelling propositions 
yesterday, whereas he was temporarily out out of 
his seat when those votes were taken. He took 
that opportunity to say, that had he been present, 
should have voted against laying thé subject on the 
table, and in favor of the printing. 

~The error was ordered to be corrected by the 
Clerk, 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolinaasked leave 
to offer the following resolutions, which were re- 
ceived : 

Resolved, That the President cf the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished for the infor- 
mation.of this House, the names of ‘Topographical 
and Assistant Topographical Engineers who, dur- 
ing any time in 1837, have been employed on civil 
works of internal improvement; distinguishing first 
such works as may be required to be executed by 
the General Government pursuant to acts.of Con- 
gress; second, such civil works as may be prose- 
cuted by the State Governments, or under the au- 


, thority of incorporated companies, specifying un- 


der cach class the description and location of each 
particular work. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished for the infor- 
mation of this House, a statement in such form as 
will exhibit at one view the sums expended in 1837 
on the several objects of internal improvement, 
specifying the description, use, and location of 
each work; in what State or Territory situated; the 
amount expended on each object; the name of the 
officer, superintendent, or agent employed; the 
amount of compensation of every description al- 
lowed him; whether an officer of any corps of the 
army, or a civilian; if the latter, specify his pro- 
fession and avocation, and when employed by the 
Government, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to canse to be furnished, for the in- 
formation of this House, the names of the Topo- 
graphical Engineers who have been serving with 
the army in Florida during the recent campaign. 
Also, the names of such cfficers of that corps as 
may have been employed, or are intended to be 
employed, the ensuing season, on any civil works 
of internal improvement, specifying the deserip- 
tion and location of each work; distinguishing, 
also, such as may be under the direction.of the 
General Government from those prosecuted by 
the States or by incorporated companies. 

Resolved, Thai the President of tne United States 


. be requested to cause to be furnished, for the in- 


formation of this House, the names of all Civil 
Engineers and superintendents or agents now em- 
ployed, or intended to be employed in 1838, on 
civil works of internal improvement of any kind 
whatever, specifying the description and location of 
cach work, and in what Stale or Territory situated; 
the amount contempiated to be expended on each 
object; the amount or rate of compensation allow- 
ed, or to be allowed, to each civil engineer, super- 
intendent, or agent; and if compensation be aliow- 
ed at this time, staie when the pay commenced, the 
fonds from which drawn, and whether the rates be 
a perdiem ora per annum. 

. The resolutions, under the rule, lie over one day 
for consideration. 


Mr. GRAVES moved to print 20,000 extra co- 


"pies of the testimony and journal of the Select 


Committee of Investigation on the late duel; which 
was agreed to, 
Mr. CRAIG asked leave to present a petition or 


-resolution for a post route; but it was objected to. 
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: INDIAN ANNUITIES., 

Mr. PENNY BACKER asked leave to offer the 
following resolution, which was.agreed to: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform this House if the annuities engaged to be 


paid by the United States (in specie) to the Ottoway | 


and Chippewa nation of Indians by the 4th section 
of the treaty concluded between the said United 


States ard the said nation of Indians, on the 28th’ 


day of March, 1836, have been paid; and if paid, 
whether they were paid in specie or not; and if not 
paid, the reasons why; and that he be furthermore 
directed to communicate to the House any infor- 
mation that he may possess in regard to the par- 
chase by the agent of the Government, for the use 
of the Indians, large quantities of goods from 
Suydham, Jackson and Co. of the city of New 
York; the qnalitics and prices of the goods so pur- 
chased; whether good, and at reasonable prices; 
and the kind of money, and the manner in which 
they were paid for by the Government; and whether 
any of the said goods are on the hands of the Go- 
vernment, and where. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD asked leave to submit a mo- 
tion to print 20,000 extra copies of the reports of 
the majority and minority on the subject of the late 
duel. ' 

Objection heing made— 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved a. suspension of the 
rule, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GRAVES explained that he had intended to 
embrace the reports in his motion. 

The CHAIR said he would so consider it, unless 
it was objected to. 

Objection was made; whereupon, 

Mr. BOON and Mr. FAIRFIELD simultane- 
ously moved a reconsideration of the vote by 


which the other motion prevailed; which was | 


agreed to, 


Mr. GRAVES then submitted a motion to print | 


20,000 copies of the journal aud evidence alone. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD moved an amendment, to add 
an equal number of the reports. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, objected | 


to the Jatter on the ground that it would be unjust 
to the parties implicated, though, if the gentleman 


from Kentucky choose to waive it, he would not | 
, 


object. 
Mr. PARKER, 


geneman from South Carolina [Mr. Campneiy] 
that there was to be no trial of those implicated. 
A majority could take up the subject at any time, 
and he shouid insist on proceeding with it as soon 
as one or two of the most urgent publie biils were 
disposed of. As to the charge that the report of 
the majority Weas an argument against the members 
implicated, we should not forget that it would be 
accompanied by the minority report, which might, 
with equal propriety, be considered an argument in 
their defence. ; . Be 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio said, that as 
he had never. voted to print a Jarger number 
of apy 


the number to that now. 


mo u ; 
Mr. PARLAN inquired of the gentleman from | 
Maine whether he had any knowledge of a large | 


edition of the report of the majority having been 
already published? : ; 

Mr. FAIRFIELD did not recognise the gen- 
tleman’s right fo propound such a question to 
him, bat still he would respond to it.” He did 
understand that an edition had been published, 


and he himself had subscribed for several hundred 
copies, to send home to his constituents, and if it 
had been in his power, should have subscribed for | 


as many thousands, 


table. 


OON called for thesyeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were-—yeas 57, nays 119. : 
So the House refused to ley the subject on te 
table, and the question recurring upon Mr. Waar 
rLessy’s amendment to substitute “ten” for “iwen- 
ty” thousand copies, with ihe amendment of Mr. 
Fairies to print the reports— ae 
Mr. MASON of Ohio, objected tothe publication 
of the report of the majority, because it -was par- 
tial, presented a one-sided view of the subject, and, 


of New York, was in favor of 
the amendment, and he could not agree with the | 
3 8 


t than ten thousand copies, he | 


s t 
r. HOPKINS moved to Jay the whole subject | 


| 
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instead of summing up the evidence, in a fair and 
impartial manner, between the parties, had aggra- 
vated the guilt of one side and mitigated that of the 
other. Mr. M. was proceeding to discuss the merits 
of the report, when he was arrested by the CHAIR 
as not being in order. 

Mr. M. remarked that, as the “Globe” of this 
morning stated they had been twenty days discus- 
Sing 2 subject without going into its merits, he hoped 
he might have been permitted now to touch upon the 
merits a little. He did not desire to travel out of 
the report itself, but upon the face of that document 
to show that it did manifest injustice to some of 
the parties. Mr. M. cited that part of it. setting 
forth that the proposition to shorten the distance 
was an aggravation, whereas the parties were 
fighting at a distance of twelve yards farther than 
was originally agreed upon by Mr. Ciuuey himself, 
and there was no evidence to show that the dis- 
tance was proposed to be shortened less. than the 
original eighty yards. Moreover, in speaking of 
Mr. Cituey, the report dealt throughout in superla- 
lives, by speaking of his high character, noble 
bearing, and fine feeling, whereas nothing of that 
kind was said of the others. 

He also objected to the printing, in the convic- 
tion that it would produce no ‘good, produce no 
moral result, and in no way be calculated to effect 
that end which should have been the sole object of 
the committee. It was more like an electioneering 
document than any thing else, endeavoring to prove 
one party flagrantly guilty, and the other purely 
innocent. Upon a further ground he also objected 
to the printing: that a large edition had already 
been privately printed and circulated from one end 
of the country to the. otber; and there was thence 
the less necessity for printing another large edition 
of the same document. 

Atthis stage, the hour for morning business hav- 
ing expired— 

Mr, CAMBRELENG called for the orders of 
the day. i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, suggested to the 
gentleman to waive the motion for a time to give 
the committees an opportunity of reporting. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG assented, with the under- 
standing that, as soon as this business was gone 
through, his motion would be agreed to. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Garrett Vliet. 

Also, -a bill for the relief of E. TI. Williams, 
adininistrator of Dr. Hazel W. Cranch. 

Also, a resolution referring the claim of Elijah 
S. Bell to the adjudication of the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further. consideration of the peti- 
tion of John Somerville, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Third Anditor for adjustment. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, made unfa- 
vorahle reports on sundry petititions for claims: 

NEW HARBORS AND SURVEYS. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
certain harbors, and surveys for certain harbors, 
therein mentioned, for the year 1838. 

WISCONSIN LANDS. 
Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported a bill to grant a quantity of land | 


to the Territory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of 
aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of 
Lake Michigan with those of Rock-river. 

Also, a bill in regard to the town of Southport, 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. : 

Also, withont amendment, Senate bill for the re- 


i lief of James Dutton. : 


: RIGHTS OF WAY. ‘ 
Mr. BOON, from the szme committee, reported, 
without amendment, Senate bill to” grant to the 
States and incorporated companies engaged in the 
construction of roads and canals, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States. ` 


TENNESSEE LAND BILL. 9 2°" 
Mr.: SHIELDS gave notice’ that on Thursday 
next, he.should‘call up the Tennessee land bill 
- Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky, from the Coma 
miltee onthe Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill for the relief of Richard Hendley. 5 

Mr: TALIAFERRO, froin the ‘Comm 


‘Revolutionary Claims, réported, with air aniend- 


ment, Senate bill forthe’ rel 


lief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Samuel ¥: Reene. 8 T Ty" 

Also, the following Senate bilis, withan amend- 
ment to each: i KAEO VT WAE ppa na 

Bill for the relief of the’ heirs òf Dr. Gustavus 
Horney, deceased, late surgedn’s mate in “the Re- 
volutionary army. ay PS fea 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of William Cogs- 
well. ` : à 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Isaac Bronson. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of William Ram- 


say. ; ; 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis L. Good- 
win = ; ‘ i 

Mr. T. also reported-a bill for ‘the telief of the 
legal representatives of James Madison. =~ 

Also, a bill’ for the relief of the heirs of George 
Yates. 5 chee E 

Also, abill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Savage. ` ES : 

Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John Towns, deceased. oe uent iur 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee; reported 
a bill for the relief of the: legal representatives.of 
Abner Prior. er Ge nn 

Also, with an amendment, Senate bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs and. representatives: of "Willian: 
Jones, deceased, late of the State of Maryland. `- 

Also, Senate bill for the. rélief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of John Brooks, deceased; with a reéom- 
mendation that it do not pags. oN F 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the reliefof James 
Maxwell of Pennsylvania. ~ AN, 

MULBERRY AND SUGAR BEET. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee ow Agri- 
culture, reported a resolution to authorize the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies of. the report of that 
committee: on the cultivation of the mulberry and 
sugar beet, which was concurred ini 0. oo 7 

Mr. PENNYBACKER; fromthe Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported Senate: bill forthe -rélief of 
Michael Ambrister, witha: recommendation: ‘to 
strike out all after the enacting’ clause; and substi- 
tute the Flouse bill for-the same object (82 sso 

` PENSION FRAUDS: EE 

Mr. MeKAY, -from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to extend the acts for the 


punishment of pension frauds. 


Mr. McKAY reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 7 05 : 
Resolved, That the map of: the seat of war. in 
Florida, prepared in the Topographical Bureau, be 
reduced, and printed for the usé of-Congress: i- 
i MILITIA REORGANIZATION: ©: 
Mr. WAGENER, from the Committee’on. the 
Militia, reported a bill more effectually to provide 
for the national defence vy ‘establishing a uniform 
militia throughout the United States, accompanied 
with a report: referred to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union; and the-bill and 
report ordered to be printed. f ae 
My. LINCOLN moved to print 20,000 extra:co- 
pies; which motion lies over.) °° Ses 
` PHILADELPHIA DRY DOCK) ers 
Mr. PAYNTER, from the Committee’on' Naval 
Affairs, ‘reported a bill making -an‘appropriation 
for the building of a dry dock at Philadeliphiag 
Mr. LEGARE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported, without amëndment, Senate bill 
for the relief of Thomas Sampter. rnesa 
Mr. LRONSON, from the Gommittee on the 
Territories, reported a resolution proposing ‘to set 
apart the 22 and 23d of this month for the consi- 
eration of bills on the Territories: Hiatt 
Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed a hope that in 
the present state of the public business, no-special 
order would be adopted. i Peg Diamik n 
Mr. BRONSON had no objection to'a moré: dis- 
tant day; and he move?, therefore, -to insert:the 
29th and 30th, which was agreed to. : i 
The resolution, however, was rejected.. 


WISCONSIN. AND FLORIDA. : 

Mr, BRONSON, from the same. committee, _re-- 
ported a bill-to enable the people of East Wincon- 
sih to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and to admit such State into the Union. 

Also, a bill to authorize the people of Florida to 
to form a Constitution and State Government, and 
to provide for the admission of said State into the 
Union. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Smith. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of John Keller. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutienary 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Benjamin Durkee, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill granting a pension to Elijah Foochee. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Elam Higley. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committce on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
to Elizabeth Durant, widow of Thomas Durant. 

Also, a bill granting a pension to James Thayer. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jared Winslow. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the memo- 

‘rial of Mary Gordon and Elizabeth Gordon, heirs 
of Captain John Gordon, deceased, praying com- 
mutation pay, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it lie on the 
table: agreed to. 

Mr. HARPER, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs of 
Henry D. Purcell. 

. Mr. MENEFEE, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
authorizing the issue of patents to certain persons 
therein named; which was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved the print- 
ing ofthe map of the Sabine river; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice that he would, at 
an early day, move to commit the President's 
message on the subject of the Northwestern 
Territory. of the United States, to the Com- 
mittee on . Foreign Affairs, with instruc- 
tions to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post-on the river Columbia, for the de- 
fence and occupation of the territory of the United 
States watered by said river; and also to consider 
the expediency of making further provision by law 
to prevent the intermeddling of the officers or sub- 
jects of foreign powers with the Indians of the 
United States. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the House 
go into committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which was agreed to, and the House ac- 

cordingly went into committee, Mr. Incuam in the 


chair. 
TREASURY NOTES. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 

mittee took up the following Dill. 

A BILL to carry into effect an act approved the 
twelfth day of Octeber, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, “to authorize the issuing of Trea- 
sury notes.” f 
Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 

States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 

notes to be issued, according to the provisions of 

an actentitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 

‘Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 

ber Jast, in place of such notes as have been, or 

may be, issued under the authority of the act 
aforesaid, and which have been, or may hereafter 
be, paid into the ‘Treasury and cancelled. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG congratulated the commit- 
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tee on the resumption of its labors after so long an 


interval. The delay was unfortunate. Ithad been 
not only embarrassing to the Treasury, but highly 
injurious to the public creditors, and to all in any 
manner connected with the public service. It is 
an extraordinary occurrence, that a Government, 
whose actual resources, in proportion to its annual 
receipts and expenditures, were more ample than 
those of any other Government, should, by mere 
delay in legislation, be unable to discharge its 
obligations for current expenditures. 

All that the Treasury requires is the full benefit 
of the act of the 12th October, as is proposed by 
the bill under consideration, That act authorized 
an issue of ten millions of Treasury notes, redeem- 
able in twelve months from the date when issued, 
for the purpose of enabling the Government to 
collect, in the mean time, an equal amount which 
was receivable in 1838 from our banks and mer- 
chants. Had these Treasury notes been redeemed 
after the expiration of the twelve months, thatis, be- 
tween October, 1838 and June, 1839, the Treasury 
would have been able to meet all its engagements 
without any other financial measure. They were, 
however, made receivable for customs and lands, 
and about five millions and a half had been al- 
ready paid into the Treasury and cancelled. It be- 
comes necessary, therefore, in order to secure to 
the Treasury the benefit of the October act, to au- 
thorize an issue of Treasury notes equal to the 
amount paid into the Treasury and cancelled prior 
to the period fixed for their redemption. This was 
the extent of the aid the committee proposed, not- 
withstanding the impression here and the misre- 
presentations abroad, that twenty millions would 
be required. 

We have heard much sir here and elsewhere 
about a bankrupt Treasury, loans and a public 
debt. Such statements and anticipations are with- 
out foundation. Were it otherwise, I trust the 
bankruptcy of our Treasury, and the prospect of a 
public debt, would not be subjects of rejoicing to 
any gentleman, What, sir, was the origin of these 
Treasury notes, abont which so much has been 
said? The country was in the midst of a commer- 
cial revulsion, and Congress assembled for the 
purpose of exercising all its constitutional powers, 
through ils financial measures, to relieve trade as 
far as it was practicable. There was no bankruptcy 
of the Treasury. The resources of the Govern- 
ment were ample, but the public cieditors were 
unable to meet their engagements. We had ex- 
tended the credit to the Bank of the United States 
to one, two, and three years, and were about to post- 
pone the payment of our custom-house bonds to 
twelve and fifteen months, and the debt of the de- 
poste banks still longer. Thus twenty millions of 
dollars of the revenue of 1837, and previous years, 
were postponed to 1838, °39, and °40. To grant 
this indulgence, it was necessary to make a tem- 
porary use of our credit for one-half the amount 
of our existing resources. Such was the origin of 
the Treasury note act of October. 

The present embarrassinent of the Treasury does 
not arise from any deficiency of resources, but 
from the mode of executing the act of October. 
The rate of interest.on the notes was discretionary 
with the President, not exceeding six per cent. per 
annam. Had he directed none to be issued under 
six per cent. most of them would have been taken 
up by capitalists or remitted abroad, the Treasury 
would have been protected, and no supplementary 
aet would have been necessary. But there existed 
a suspension of specie payments, a derangement of 
exchanges, and severe commercial embarrassment. 
The immediate interest of the Treasury was 
deemed subordinate to the general interests of the 
country. These interests were consulted by fur- 
nishing the public debtors with an additional 
medium of payment, and different sections of the 
Union with facilities of exchange. Nearly two 
millions were issued at a nominal rate of interest, 
nearly three at two per cent. and over four mil- 
lions at five per cent. They were consequently 
paid into the Treasury nine months befere they 
were due; and this is the origin of its temporary em- 
barrassment. 

There is nothing, sir, in: the past or present con- 


dition of the Treasury, nor in the prospect ahead, 
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to warrant this charge of bankruptey, or to autho- 
rize a public debt. In October last, although we 
had drawn eight-and-twenty millions from the Fe- 
deral Treasury and transferred it to the States, we 
had still due us six millions from the United States 
Bank, eight millions from the deposite banks, and 
six millions frem our merchants, making twenty 
millions. In January last, with little more than 
two millions of our credit outstanding, we had due 
us and in the Treasury eighteen millions; and at 
this moment, if the debis due us from our_banks 
and merchants, arising from the revenue of former 
years, were paid, we should have a balance of fif- 
teen millions in the Treasury, even after paying off 
five millions and a half of Treasury notes. 

The resources of the year, too, are suficient to 
meet every demand upon the Treasury fer ordina- 
ry and extracrdinary purposes, if the act of Octo- 
ber is carried into effect. On the Ist of January 
we had half a millioninthe Treasury. The Treasu- 
ry notesnotthen issued amounted to seven millions. 
Theamount receivable from merchants and banks in 
1838 is about ten millions, and if the revenue from 
customs and lands shonld amonntto fifteen mil- 
lions and a half, (being three millions less than the 
estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury,) the 
aggregate resources of the year would be thirty- 
three millions of dollars. In a long session the ap- 
propriations are made at alate period. It is not, 
therefore, probable that the demands upon the 
Treasury, during the year, will exceed thirty-one 
millions. 

Should, however, the resources of the year fall 
below the foregoing estimate, or the demands upon 
the Treasury exceed even thirty-three millions, we 
should still not be justified in resorting to.a loan 
while we have a reserved fund of seven millions 
and a half due us in 1839 and 40 from the deyesit 
banks and the Bank of the United States. 

Asto the prospect of our future revenue every 
thing is encouraging. Conffience and trade are 
evidently reviving. We must not anticipate years 
of stagnation because such succeeded the revulsion 
of 1819. There is no resemblance whatever be- 
tween the condition of the country in 1815 and 
1835, At the former period we had passed throagh 
eight years of commercial restrictions and war. 
Millions of capital had been suddenly transferred 
to new channels. Confidence had been destroyed 
and trade impé@verished for years. Such was our 
condition in 1815, when we suddenly commenced 
a wild career of speculation, which was continved 
through 1816 and °17, and arrested in 1818. The 
revulsion of 1839 prostrated all classes and trades, 
and paralyzed every section of ihe country. But 
such was not our condition in 1835, when the 
speculations of that and the following year com- 
menced. These were founded on a vast and solid 
capital, the accumulations or twenty years of peace 
and prosperity. The revulsion of 1837 over- 
whelmed trade, but there never was a period when 
the country possessed more substantial wealth, or 
enjoyed more general prosperity. Some cities in 
the Union, where they have attempted to postpone 
the payment of the debts, may yet suffer, bat ia 
the present prosperous condition of the country 
trade must soon revive. 

There are other and gratifying evidences of a 
restoration of confidence and a revival of trade. 
Our northern banks have resumed specie payments 
earlier {han was anticipated twelve months ago, 
and much earlier than they would have done had 
this Administration yielded to the demands of 
trade. We can now, sir, look back calmly upon 
the events of the past year, and jadge the conduct 
of all parties. The time is rapidly approaching, 
when intelligent and candid men will do justice to 
this Administration, for its firmness in rejecting the 
counsels of fear, and in disregarding the denuncia- 
tiens of phrenzy—for its elevated patriotism in 
sacrificing temporary popularity to. preserve the 
supremacy of the laws and the permanent welfare 
of the Unicn. . Had the President faliered for one 
moment—had he imitaled the timid and temporiz- 
ing policy of some of cur State Governmerits—had 
he adopted the suggestions of scme of the statesmen 
of both houses of Congress—had he yielded one 
inch of constitutional ground, violated the laws, 


cand sanctioned the collection of the revenue in 
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depreciated State bank paper—who could have. 


anticipated the period when the banks of any State 
in the Union could have resumed specie payments 2 
The firmness and wisdom of the Executive have 
Saved. us from years of embariassment, and from 
a.precedent which would have proved equally fatal 
to bur currency and destructive of all Integrity 
among men. The country will do justice to all 
who disregard considerations of Popularity when 
called upon to discharge the highest of constitu- 
tional duties... 

This resumption, sir; is powerfully sustained, 
and our northern banks have nothing to fear. -At 
no former period have our foreign exchanges and 
currency been so well fortified. They are strongly 
sustained by an annnally increasing export of cot- 
lon, anda tide of emigration to this continent. 
Latterly, the stocks and bonds of every kind transe 
mitted abroad for investment, form what is equiva- 
lent to a heavy item in our export trade. Butacol- 
lateral aid, of no ordinary power, bas suddenly for- 
tified the banks in their resolution to resume specie 
payments. The troubles in Canada, the establish- 
ment ofa Vice Royalty, and the introduction of a 
British army to sustain it, must sensibly affect our 
foreign exchanges, as they have done already. 
This isno temporary aid. “The Government now 
esiablished in Canada may be considered as perma» 
nent, while Great Britain holds her Northern pos- 
sessions, and such a Government can only be sup- 
ported atan expense of many millions annually. 
All these causes combined must create a heavy 
draft upon Great: Britain for merchandise and spe- 
cic. "The latter is.protected by our coin. law of 
1834, which encourages the importation of Euro- 
pean gold, and tends to secure its circulation m 
this country. All the banks in the Union may now 
resume with safety, except tbe Southwestern. 
These will not resume till it ceases to be the interest 
of the cotton-speculating-banks to depreciate the 
currencies of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 

But among the most encouraging events of the 
day, is that great reform measure—the free bank- 
ing law of New York. The passage of that act 
Ought to be a subject of general congratulation; for 
whatever animates the centre, must give an impulse 
to every part of our commercial system. The 
union which has so long existed—the mutually em- 
barrassing and corrupting union—between bauking 
and legislation, is dissolved, and, I. trast, forever. 
The question is uot entirely settled. Whether 
paper, when substituted f r the current coin of the 
country, is a public or private concern, is a ques- 
tion which remains to be adjusted hereafter. It 
would have been well, too, had these associations 
been founded on unlimited responsibility. Bat the 
greal commercial point is gained. It is now ‘the 
legitimate office of trade, and not the officious pro- 
vince of Government, to regulate the amount of 
capital which trade may deem it expedient -at any 
time to employ in the business of banking. This 
simple and just proposition has been. wisely appre- 
ciated, and successfully acted upon, for more than 
a century in Scotland. ft was introdaced into 
England in 1826, and must eventually become the 
policy of every enlightened Government. 

The free banking law of New York must noi 
only affect sensibly the trade of the Union, but 
operate more powerfully than all our legislative 
experiments, State or Federal, upon the exchanges, 
and local currencies of the States. Trade, which 
can alone regulate exchanges, has- been chained 
down by restrictions al the centre of its power and 
of our circulations. New York has been, from the 
commencement of our Government, the victim of 
unjast and oppressive legislation, State and Fede- 
ral. This Government ‘has made two experiments 
—in 179) and in 1816—to create an artificial cen 
tre of trade and circulation. I 
the mere power of law to place the commercial 
metropolis of the Union—the- natural centre and 
regulater of ils exchanges and commercial sysiem 
—under the control and direction. of a Federal 
banker-general. “While we were thus treated. by 


lt has attempted by < 


the Federal Government, our own State Govern- 


mert denied-us even. the humble privilege. of de- 
fending ourselves. | We were not permitted to ex- 
ercise our natural right to: regulate the amcunt of 
our banking capital’ .. The. State. Government 
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usurped this office, and we were only alowed: to. 


employ about one-fifih of the amount neces 
sary to sustain our own credit; and the exchatiges 
of the Union. 

came, the pressure of. our credits did not fall upon 


the point selected by the Federal Government, but | 


the whole commercial system of the United States 
pressed upon New York, the natural cenire of ex- 
changes. We had no batiking capital adequate to 
the pressure, and trade was prostrated. We are 


now free. Banking will hereafter keep pace with’ 


and regulate all other trades; and increase ina ratio 
to the accumulation of wealih, and enlargement of 
commercial credit. Prepared at the natural centre 
of tradé With a broad foundation of banking capi- 
tal, we shall be ready to. receive the ‘pressure of 
commercial credit, and to nicderate the shock of 
every revulsion. We need no chartered regulator 
State or Federal. Our own banking Jaw, the per- 
petual charter of free trade, is all we require to bid 


defiance to all hostility, protect ourselves, and re- - 
It is for our interest and the in- . 


gulate exchanges, 
terest of the country that the Federal Government 
should never again unite banking with legislation, 
and that it should confine itself to its constitutional 
duty of regulating the coinage, and preserving a 
broad and solid basis for the local currencies of our 
coufederacy. : Pes 

With such evidences of a revival of confidence, 
and trade, and an increase of revente, and with 
outstanding resources more than equal to any 
amount we now require, we are ‘not authorized to 
resort to loans, or to make any other than a tempo- 
rary use of our credit, by carrying into effect the 
Treasury note act of October last... Asto the sale 
of the two bonds of the-Bank of the United States, 
even if practicable at all to dispose of bonds of 
the denomination of two -millions each, it would 
not answer the purpose of this bill; nor, at this 
time, afford any relief whatever to the Treasury. 
The Treasury will have collected asuflicient amount 
of its postponed debis to pay off all the Treasury 
notes, before the amount could berealized from the 
sale of these bunds. ‘That proposition is not de- 
signed, however, to interfere with this bill; for it is 
admitted not to be the measure the Treasury now 
requires. Should such sale be authorized and ef- 
fected, it will, however, so fardiminish the amount 
of Treasury notes tu de issued. : 

The measure proposed is the only one applica- 
ble to the actual condition of the Treasury, | 
am aware of, and jusuy appreciate, the general ob- 
jections to "Treasury notes, 
men, that where there is a deficiency of resources, 
Treasury notes ought not to be substiluted fora 
direct loan. Weare not, however, in thal condi- 
tion, and are nol, therefore, justified in creating a 
public debt. Treasury notes of no denomination 
should. be issued to raise money, when there are no 
immediate resources existing to redeem them. 
They never should be issned of smal! denomina- 
tion to circulate as currency. These notes are not 
designed for either of these purposes. We have 
resources in hand to redeem them, and notes of fifty 
dollars and upwards cannot interfere with the eir- 
culation of our current coin. 

Our case, sir, is simply this: we are to receive 
before the close of the year a sufficient. amount 
from the banks and the merchants to. redeem all 
the notes we may authorize, and we propose to 
make a temporary use of our credit to avoid the 
necessity of a loan, for which we have no océasion 
whatever. We only ask the benefit of the Trea- 
sury Note act of October last. Upon a question of 
such obvious-expediency, I shall no longer. detain 
the committee. 2. 

Mr. CUSHING said he rejoiced to perceive that 
trade was reviving, and that the banks were re- 
suming specie payments; and he deprecated the 
action of any banks to resist the resumption of 
specie payments for political or olher purposes. 
He referred to the observation of Mr. Camsre- 
LENG that the measures of the Government ‘had 
produced this effect, and inqnired what -the -Go- 
vernment had done te promote a ‘revival-of trade, 


or to aid or encourage ‘the banks to-xesume the’ 


payment of specie. He said that after= the -Go- 
vernment bad found itself: in a: deplorable:-mifiori- 
ty, the gentleman from. Ohio,» [Mr. Hasier,] had 


When our periodical revulsions. || both had ‘beéi fejesiad by the vot 


I concur with gentle- - 


ring ihat the Government . 
wonld ‘give aid to-sueh Yanks as should resume. 
He [Mr, C.] had-offered: a similar, résolution; but - 
i of thë'friendsof 


the Administrations o e ee e pee 
He:referied -to the action-0f the State of New . 
York, and. especially “to ‘thee private’ -banking“act 
of that Stalé, and’ contended: that ‘the final effect 
was doubtful. The measiire might be prosperous— 
he hoped it would; but dt might be: advetse; and 
no one could yet tell: which; and ‘he argued, that 


“the private banking act, sò far from being asepa» 


ration. of the banks aiid the, .Goverimenit, was 
entirely ihe reverse. : The-Comptroller: was autho- 
rized to issue Government bank. notes tothe private 
banking corporations, upon a pledge of security to 
the State-for their redemption; and if the. banking 
company failed to redeem ‘them, the Government 
undertook to do it, ont of the securities placed in 
their hands ; and that act constituted the Comp- 
troller the greatest banker and the greatest. Govern- 
ment banker he had ever known. The Comptroller 
was allowed to issue these notes of the State; to the 
amount of. millions, under his owh sole control; and 
and he considered the act a reunion, a remarriage, 
under the strictest matrimonial bands, between Go- 
vernment and banks.’ He referred to two bilis here- 
tofore reported for.the issuing of, ‘Treasury notes, 
and expressed a desire to know what.avas to be done 
with them. One of them was:intended to:authorize 
what he called: loan “certificates, : payablecat a fu- 
ture day, and, While they could be issued as-a legal 
tender to public creditors, they: would be refused, in 
payment of: daties and for the: publiclands; which 
might, at the same. time; be-exaéted, and, in fact, 
collected in specie. 00 0s u a 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said these’bills had been 
recommitted and. abandoned by ‘the: committee as 
not necessary ‘in ‘ths present state of the country. 
The committee had come to the conclusien ‘that the 
bill before the committee was all that the exigency 
now required. Ae 

Mr. CUSHING said he was glad to'be inform- 
ed of that fact; and then went on to comment upon 
the remark that the present bill was simple. Fe 
said it was simple, and that was an objectionable 
feature. Some things, in appearance simple, were 
found in their. operation’ tobe exceedingly com- 
plex. The Secretary of thë- Treasury- was to. be 
authorized to issue:teh'millions of Treasury: notes, 
and he could not: understand: ander what -limita- 
lions or restrictions. - He wished ‘thé’ bill’ to:be ‘ex- 
plicit and guarded, that he ‘might bevable-to-uader- 
sland the limits of the power of the Treasary. He 
contended that the ‘measure proposed had always 
been considered of a doubiful and dangerous cha- 
racter by all.the-friends of democratie. institu- 
tions, and that Madison. and others: had always 
been opposed to issues. of Government paper, 
founded not on. funds. or specie, but upon 
faith or credit, and -only | consented . to” its 
expediency in. remarkable exigencits. He con- 
sidered. thatthe notes would. be a currency, as 
much as bank: notes. They would .-be-issued ‘to 
pass from hand to hand, in the pay mezit’ofdébts, 
and would, -in efféct, -be money, and: would-enter 
into the system of exchanges. But ‘he objected to 
such issues, because they would always tend to de- 
preciate. {experience had shown that whatever in- 
terest they might. bear, whether one mill or six per 
cent. they would-not be above the-value of the 
notes of good banks... : These notes. would-beuseful 
in the payment of duties; and: so-were Hotes of 
specie-paying banks, which -would “be equally as 
valuable. Fhe- interest;. he contended, would not 
enhance their value. Ele had also doubts whether 
the Government had.the constitutional right to-issue 
bills of credit; for He maintained’ thatthesé Trea- 
sury notes were bills of credit. They were not a 
loan, bat only an issue of paper; founded on nothing 


| -but the faith and credit of the Government, against 


which the constitutional objection holds goods 

Mr. C. said he was not prepared to decide: that 
this was not. the best’ expedient in the exigency of 
the times.. Efe wished for information, and: tiusted 
it would-be given to him. inthe coarse of- the--de- 
bate: But -there -were othérplany:.to. relieve “the 
Government- from: its pecuniaty .embartassiient, 
and‘he alluded to. the proposition’ 46’ sélk the:bonds 


3 


of ‘the United States Bank, which; he said, would 
yield four millions of dollars, and would ill up the 
gap it the résourees of the Treasury, which would 
réiider it unnecessary -to recur to the doubtful and 
dangerous expedient now under consideration. He 
corcluded by again protesting against assuming to 
the Government the credit of the returning prospe- 
rity of the country, which was no more attributa- 
ble to them than the rise of the tides or the revolu- 
tions of the planets: 

“Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, spoke at 
length in relation to the unconstitutionality and in- 
expediency of the measure, which he considered of 
an infinitely prejudicial and injurious tendency. 
He explained the nature of bills of credit, and con- 
tended that these notes were bills of credit; and 
that, if they were in confermity with the Constitu- 

‘tion, every State Government might issue similar 
hotes. He intimated a proposition, which he said 

he should not move, but if it could be done by the 
friends of the Administration, he would pledge him- 
self and many of his friends to vote for it; that 
was, if the Government was suffering from pecn- 
niary embarrassment, to make a loan, directly and 
properly, in England or Germany, if it could not 
tiot be done in this country in the notes of specic- 

paying banks; and he went at length into a consi- 
Neration of many commercial and financial sub- 
jects. . 

Before Mr. T. had concluded, he gave way to 

“Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise, which was agreed to—55 to 53; and the 
committee rose and reported. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

‘Mr. HAYNES moved a call of the House, but 
the first motion taking precedence was taken, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 69; 

And so the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
ie Fripay, May 11, 1838. 

‘Mr. PIERCE presented a memorial from Am- 
herst, New Hampshire, signed by 41 citizens of that 
town, whom he said he knew to be persons of in- 
telligence and respectability, remonstrating against 
the execution of the late Cherokee treaty: laid on 
the. table. 

‘Messrs. MORRIS, NILES, SOUTHARD and 
DAVIS ‘also presented memorials on the same 
subject, which were disposed of ina fike manner. 

“Mr. DAVIS ‘presented the resolutions of the Le- 


gislature of Massachusetts, in opposition to the an- 


_--nexation of Texas to the Union; which were laid on 


the table. 

Mr: MERRICK presented the petition of Mrs. 
‘Ann Prettyman, of Baltimore, praying for a pen- 
sion in consideration of the military services of her 
Tate husband durmg the last war wilh Great Britain: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of South Carolina, praying for the esta- 
Dlishment of a new post route: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Delaware county, Ohio, relating to the 
Wyoming sufferers, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ; 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Medina, 
Ohio, asking a modification of the post office law 
in reference to the transmission of newspapers. by 
shail referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
ang Post Roads. 

Mr: PRESTON presented the petition of Ann 

: Pinkman, praying a pension compensation for the 


Revolutionary services of her late husband: refer- 


<Mr HUBB RD; from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the resolution to retain copies 
of original papers that may be withdrawn from the 
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files.of the Senate, reported the same as amended, 
and, on metion of Mr. H. the resolution was consi- 
dered, and, with the amendment, agreed to. 

Mr. EL. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill for the relief of William Ben- 
nett, the bill for the relief of John Richie, and the 
bill for the relief of John L. Scott, reported the same 
severally, without amendment, and recommending 
that they be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported fa- 
vorably on the bill for the relief of David McNair. 

On motion of Mr. HE the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Pierre Menard and others. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Joseph Pax- 
ton, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. > 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be au- 
thorized to deliver to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for the use of his office, one copy of the American 
State Papers, tite Public Lands, published by Duf 
Green. 

Mr. ROBBINS submitted the following resoiu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, as soon as conve- 
niently may be, the amount of goods imported into 
the United States on and from the 10th day of May, 
1837, up to the 10th day of May, 1838. 

Also, the amount of duties received and ‘to be 
received on said importations for and during the 
same period. ` 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the bill for the 
relief of Hard and Longstreet was taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
after being explained and advocated by Messrs. 
PRESTON and ROBINSON, it was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
on the subject of the letter of the Secretary of War 
recommending the survey and assignment of the 
lands west of the Mississippi, set apart for the emi- 
grant Indians, adverse to the proposition contained 
in said letter, was considered and concurred in. 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
unfavorable to the petition of William Bellason, 
was considered and concurred in; but subsequently, 
on the motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate 
agreed to reconsider the vote, and the report was 
again laid on the table. 

ou" pill for the relief of Anthony Gale was 
taken up, aud considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, on motion of Mr. KING it was inde- 
finitely postponed. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up 
as the mfinished business. 

Mr. NILES spoke for some time against the 
dangerous tendency of these chartered moneyed 
monopolies, which were fraught with injury to the 
community at large. He thought when they pre- 
sented themselves to Congress to ask a renewal of 
their charters, that they should at least come with 
cleanhands. Was this the case in the present in- 
stance? Tie thonght not. These banks had sus- 
pended; he cared not whether from political mo- 
lives, er from their own rottenness; but if was 
plain that they had twice suspended, and he was 
for going into the conduct of institutions that 
should be held responsible to the people for their 
fair and cpen dealing. 

Mr. N. saidit was as necessary to look back to 
see how the affairs of these banks had been con- 
ucted, as to look into their present condition. 
ome of them, he said, had depreciated their own 
stock, and goneinto the market to purchase it Wp at 
reduced prices to the great loss of individuais. Yes, 
the directors of one of these banks, with a full 
knowledge of the state of their finances, and from 
which the public were shut out, had obtained the 
stock at forty, fifty, and sixty dollars in the bun- 
dred, from the innocent holders, many of whom 
were widows and orphans, and now came to Con- 
gress to ask us to renew their charters, by which 
the very stock would be brought up to par value. 
Under such circurnstances, were they: to do-it, 
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would it not be in a manner consummating their 
fraud? Mr. N:contended that the banks had pro- 
fited largely by. their own abuses. He had been 
told in ‘some easés, even after the suspension had 
taken place, that large additional issues had been 
made for the very purpose of being bought up. 
Mr. N. read from a report of a commiutee of the 
House of Representatives, drawn up by Mr. Tho- 
mas, the chairman, and some of ‘the testimony 
taken on that occasion, to prove what had been 
charged upon them. He referred to the testimony 
of Wm. Jewell, of Georgetown, a director in the 
Farmers and Mechanics Bank in that'place, and 
tothat of Mr. Todd and others, directors in the 
city banks. He did not know that the report did 
apply to all the banks; but it certainly did to some 
of them. Before these institutions were rechartered 
it became the duty of the Senate to look well into 
their conduct. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he should be 
pleased to vote for this bill, and should vote for it, 
if it was placed in such a condition as he thought 
it oughtto be. He could not, and would not, vote 
for itas it stood at present. Without troubling the 
Senate at length with any remarks, he intended to 
propose two or three amendments, which he deem- 
ed cardinal, and if they failed, so far as his indi- 
vidual voice was concerned, the bill should be re- 
jected. In the first place, he would move to strike 
out the second section of the bill, which was as fol- 
lows: 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ca- 
pital stock of the said bank shall not exceed five 
hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into twen- 
ty-five thousand shares of twenty dollars each; that 
certificates of stock shall be issued for the capital 
now actually paid in at that rate; and that, ‘from 
time to time, as new shares may be subscribed for, 
prior to the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, certificates therefor may be issued 
at thatrate per share: Provided, The same shall 
be paid in specie. í 

Fle did not wish to introduce any general politi- 
cal topics into this small discussion; but he appeal- 
ed to gentlemen of all sides whether three millions 
of capitul was not enormous for a District contain- 
ing 38,000 people, with very little commerce, agri- 
culture, or manufactures. The single county in 
which he resided contained more than double the 
population of this District, and it was emphatically 
commercial all along the banks of the Susquehan- 
na river; and yet, if it were proposed to give to 
thal county three raiflions of banking capital, the 
people would be startled. The capital of these 
banks was already too great, though he did not 
propose to diminish it. Flis single purpose in mov- 
ing to strike out this seetion was to ascertain whe- 
ther the Senate was willing to increase the capital 
of these $206,000. There were then one or two 
other amendments which he proposed to offer, af- 
ter the question on (his was decided. 

Mr. ROANE was opposed to striking out the 
second section. It granted to the bank the capi- 
talit now had, and gave it an opportunity of in- 
creasing its capital to the amount of $500,000. 
Ey a reference to the document on the table, it 
would be seen what was the actual capital of these 
banks. He took it for granted there would be no 
danger in increasing their stock, as it wouid not be 
aken up, unless it should be found to be a profitable 
investment. There was one thing inthe memorial 
of this bank that struck him, ‘They looked forward 
io new sources of prosperity in the trade that will 
be opened by the completion of their great canal. 
The District would then probably have a consi- 
derable commefce, and it struck him that the 
capital, limited as it wasin the bill, was not too 
large. Mr. R. explained that the stock of this 
bank was originally $500,000, but it had been 
lessened by taking it in payment of debts due it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, as this was a test 
guestion, he would ask for the yeas and nays on it. 
They were accordingly ordered. 

After some remarks from Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Mr. HUBBARD said he was sorry when the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Roanz] so strenu- 
ously opposed the amendment. [t was certainly 
anew thing to:him for a corporation to purchase 
in its own stock. All the object of the Senator 
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from Pennsylvania was to limit the capital to what 
is now used in the practical operations of the insti- 
tution; and all he wanted was to have the second 
section ‘so amended as to produce that result. 
Should it hereafter happen, either from a discon- 
nuance of other banks, or from the increased 
business of the District, that more capital can be 
usefully employed, Congress would no doubt gutho- 
rize the necessary increase. The Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Nites] had quoted from. the report 
made in the [louse of Representatives, showing 
gross misconduct on the purl of these banks. But 
the Senator might have found a report emanating 
from a committee of this body, which gave a very 
different character. to these institutions. That 
report showed what was the cause of the suspen- 
sions that had been so much censured, and the 
conduct of the banks under it. In short, the com- 
mittee, after the fallest investigaticn, expressed the 
opinion that these banks were, safe, sound, and 
solvent, and ought to be rechartered: This opinion, 
he believed, was that generally entertained by the 
cilzens of this District. Mr. H: spoke very favor- 
ably of the conduct of the Bank. of Washington in 
specie payments, and said that this bank at least 
was not. Hable to the censnres that had been cast 
onthe banks of the District, l 

Mr. KING said he was a member of this com- 
mittee, and he, tegethcr with others of the same 
committee had given the subject a chorongh examina- 
tion. At the time he was much prejudiced 
against these institutions, from reasons which he 
had heard, and consequently, had taken particular 
care to see whether any political or other impro- 
per influence had been made to operate on these 
banks, and so faras he was concerned, he would 
take upon bimseif to assert unequivocally, that no 
such motives could be found. The directors and 
others concerned took every step to salisfy the com- 
mittee in relation to their business at the time of 
the temporary suspension alladed to by the Senator 
from Connecticut. He thought that gentleman must 
be entirely mistaken, when he said,that these banks 
were purchasing up their own notes at a discount; 
on the contrary, he thought it would be seen, that 
they were endeavoring to regulate their affairs in 
the best manner for the interests of the stockhold- 
ers, and that when their notes were at a discount 
they had taken the pains to assure the holders of 
thern, ‘that their condition was safe. 

Mr. K. also apprehended that the Senator was 
equally mistaken in relation to the stock said: to 
have been purchasedup. He might be wrong, but 
he thoughtit would be found, that in relation to 
that matter, that individuals in debt to the banks, 
had agreed that the, banks should take their stock 
in payment of their debt, at par value, and thus it 
was that their capital in many instances had been 
reduced: ` 

Mr. K, -wentmuch in detail in relation to all the 
matters connected with the bill, and said he believed 
it prepared with much caution, and to be as well 
guarded as any otherin the country. He express- 
ed a wish that fhe Senate wonld tale up the bil, 
wilh a view to aid the people of this wifortunate 
district in their present embarrassment, and not per- 
mit their minds to be improperly prejudiced againat 
these institutions, 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that so far as he 
was concerned, this bill should either pass to-day, 
or be rejected. He did not wish the subject delay- 
ed. Every Senator understood the subject, and be 
should therefore limit himself te offering a few 
amendments, and explaining their object. The 
Senaior from New Hampshire thought they had 
better preserve the second section. He thought 
otherwise. It provided for new stock, and he 
wanted the old stock and the old stockholders to 
reniain as they now were, and to prohibit them 
from going beyond it. The stock was now $334,000, 
and he moved to make it $335,000. i 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. WEBSTER 
and WILLIAMS— i 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he should not reply to 
he remarks of the Senator from Maryland, farther 
han to say thathe thought thatif he would institute 
a comparison between the banking capital (of any 
State in the Union and that in this District, when 
jt will have three milhons of dollars, he will 
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Mr. B. did'most solemnly believe that the banking 
capital of this District was ‘already too large. The 
banks themselves had found that the amount they 
held would not be profitable, and therefore they 
took it in, in payment of debts due them. 
willing to take them as they now were; to give them 
the capitals which they had fixed upon. themselves; 
and if there should be an increase of business in 
this District, a state ui things which-no man’ wished 
to see more than himself, then it would be time for 
Congress to increase their capitals, as it no doubt 
would. Besides, though he was not about to con- 
demn these banks, he did not think their conduct 
had been such as to give them any claims for an 
increase of stock. As to the Patriotic Bank, he 
would have no objection to giving them a capital of 
$200,000. But he would be unwilling to go be- 


‘youd that amount, or to give to a population of the 


size of that comprised within this District, a bank- 
ing capital of three millions of dollars. - 

Mr. MERRICK advocated’ the renewal of. the 
charters of the several banks. He thought the 
amount of capital asked for was hot too much for 
the business concerns of this great and growing 
District. It did not, in his opinion, hear a com- 
parison with that employed in other parts of the 
Union of like population and business, It was to 
be recollected that in this District there were three 
growing cities, the commerce and inland trade of 
two of which, Georgetown and Alexandria, were 
greatly on the increase; and whew he looked for- 
ward to the works of internal improvement which 
in a few years would be finished, there would be a 
still greater demand for bank capital. The whole 
subject in relation to these banks had been so fully 
and so fairly set before the Senate: by the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Kine] as-to leave little more 
to be said by Mr. M. He concluded by expressing 
a hope that the wishes of the people might be 
acceded Lo. f 

Mr. DAVIS spoke generally in favor of the re- 
newal of these charters, and went at large into the 
practice of banking, as pursued in his own State. 
With regard to the details of the bill, and the 
amount of capital necessary, it would depend on 
the amount of business, He thought ita much 
greater injury to have the capital too small than 
too large; a small amount of capital to do a large 
business would give a monopoly to the few. So far 
as his experience went, he thonght.the safer and 
best mode to pursue, to secure all the benefits of 
banking toa community, was a large amount of 
capital vested in several institutions, ia which case 
competition was excited, and each one stoed on its 
good behavior. In his State experience had justi- 
fied making a number of banks rather. than crea- 
ting one with.an immense amountof capital. Mr. 


D. contended that banks could have no motive - 


to purchase up their own stock, as had been sug- 
gested by the Senator from Connecticut. 

After some remarks from Mr. HUBBARD, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was willing to ac- 
commodate the Senator from New Hampshire, 
and therefore he would modify his motion, so as to 
leave the second section in the bill, and to amend 
it by making the capital of this bank $335,000, to 
be divided into 16,750 shares, of $20 dollars each, 
instead of a capital of $500,000, divided into 
25,000 shares of the same amount. : 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that he was a member 
of the same commiltee with the Senator from Ala- 
bama, and well recollected: the care with which 
the. whole matter was looked into by every member 
of that committee, many of whom were deep- 
ly prejudiced, and. none he believed -entirely 


free from it. That investigation had resulted in. 


the full- and entire conviction that there was no 


just ground of censure, either es to political mo-- 


tives, or any intention on the part of the stock- 
holders or agents of the banks to defraud or injure 


the public; that if there were any faults they were 


those only common to pecuniary men. In the 
course of the debate allusions had been niade to 
ali the banks applying at the same time for. their 
charters.. This was not the fault of the institutions, 
but the wilvof Congress thatdesired to so place them 
that tie charters shonld: expire-at the same time. 


Mr. S. found ñothiug to condem in the practice | Our checks, said he; go to it every ‘day, 


find a difference of more than forty per cent,- j “their, 
` that- wantféd money:sometin 


‘their notesthe bank took the stoc 
He was 


of the: banks.taking their own stock. Individuals 
es’ pledged it as colla-. 
téral ‘Security, in. ad of other securities for: teac 
commodations. they wanted; ‘and’ failing to pay 


: Mr S; thought the amouat of al’ asked for 
not too large; there ‘were two banks’ih Alexandria, 
and two in Georgetown, whose capital was'scarce- 
ly adequate forthe. accommodation. necessary. to 
the wants of: the increased business, thé growing 
commerce, and itland. trade. {of those ‘two thriving 
and flourishing towns.” Mr: S: had heard-a bank 
in this ‘city condemned because -it was. a specie- 


“paying bank.* -There tas, to his: mind, -a strange 


inconsistency on the part ofcertain Senatorsin rela- 
tion to these matters. At one time the banks were 
denouncéd en masse as swindling, fraudulent con- 
cerns; since which, ‘the banks of. New ‘York had 
contracted their: circulation, and became - specie- 
paying banks, and were lauded to the skies as’ wor- 
thy of all imitation, while the Bank of Washington 
in this city, which had pursued the same plan, and 
by prudently curtailing its circulation, was enabled 
to redeem its. notes, is denounced as ‘the most cal- 
pable ofall, and we have: been told that the Senate 
was not to be “bamboozled” by such a: pretension. 
“Banboozled,”’ be did not know the meaning of the 
word, unless from the: sense in which it had. been 
applied; nor did he know. from: what lexicographer 
it was derived...» seed : _ 

Mr. RENTON observed, in reply, that he had 
an authority before. him: which might be: servicea- 
ble on the present occasion, and he saw no reason 
why he should not use. it; especially when by 
doing. so. he could enlighten a- member:'of that 
body. Whenever he could speak from: .a book he 
liked to do it;. and if he did ‘not speak like a book, 
he was always glad to speak from one. The Sena- 
tor from New Jersey [Mr. SourHarp] had taken 
notice of a word which: he [Mr.B.} ‘used: three 
limes yesterday,,with’a full knowledge of its mean- 
ing, and with a knowledge, also, that it was to be 
fonnd in the best authors in the English language. 
As the Senator professed not to know the meaning 
of the word, he would read for his information the 
definition of it in Johnson’s Dictionary. Mr. B. 
then read: "es a 

“ Bamboozle, v. a. to deceive, lo. impose “upon, to 
confound.” hg aa Me gS : l 

Then, said Mr. B. there is appended to this defi- 
nition an illustration; taken from: Dr, :Arbuthnor, 
who, though a very ‘able and. celebrated writer, 
was not a voluminous one.” The illustfaiion was 


somewhat curious, and perhaps susceptible of pre- 


sent application ; it was in these words: ’ : 

“After Nich. had bamboozled about the money, John 
called for the-counters.” nog, 

Then, said Mr. B. after the verb active;is the sub- 
stantive, “a bamboozler,” defined as ‘a tricky fel- 


` low, a cheat;” and the illustration from the same 


authoris: “there are a set of fellows caled: banterers 


` and bamboozlers that play such tricks? 


` Yas, sir, said Mr. B. “Wick” has bamboozled us 
about the money to some purpose, aid: whén a 
“set of fellows played such tricks” as fo pretend to 
pay specie for their notes whilé they had-no noies 
in circulation, it: was. not out of the way. te call 
them “bamiboozlers.” `: When he used the. word 
yesterday, he meant it to imply: that a deception 
had been practised—the thing which was not.’ Ie 


"used it in reference to'a bank which-purported to 


pay specie for its notes whi'eit had none in circu- 
lation; and he should, as an officer of: the Govern- 
ment, acting under the deposite law, oras a. legis- 
lator, tellany bank which came before birn- repre- 


| Senting itself as a‘specie-paying bank, while ii had 


no noles Gatto pay, thatit did not tell the truth: he 
shoald. let it know. that, it was a. Gbamboozlor,” 
whether its name was “Niek? or not. As to the 
trifling amount of the notes of this bank which the 
Senzior from New. Jersey represented ‘its books 
show as outstanding, he presumed that it was the 
small amount which had: been lost-in the hands of 
the draymen and the washerwomen, and were 
never to come‘in at all; being so far a clear: gain 
to the bank.’ He spoke toa Senate which had been 
five months in existence, and he asked of its mern- 
bers if they ever saw any of the-notes of this bank? 
sand I 


should have been glad to have got their notes; as 
they purported to pay specie for them. The gen- 
teman- from Massachusetts opposite him, [Mr. 
Davis,} yesterday, in spéaking of the assumption 
by this bank that it paid specie, without indeed 
calling ita case of “bamboozlement,” admitted that 
it was,a.case of “humbuggery.” Yes, sit, it is the 
worst Species of humbuggery. He took his ground 
yesterday, and stated that he preferred the bank 
which paid out its own notes, though it did 


not pay” specie, to a bank which purported | 


tö pay specie, while it had no notes in cir- 
culation, and paid out the irredeemable notes 
of other banks. He preferred the bank which 
did not become the conductor of the notes of 
others, by which he knew that he could sue them if 
they did not meet their responsibilities. He hoped 
he should hear no mere remarks on this subject. 
Several gentlemen had represented him as not be- 
ing contented with the banks which did not redeem 
their notes, and at the same time dissatisfied with 
those that did pay. He hoped gentlemen 
would not continue to represent him in this point 
of view. He wished all who read what was said 
here, to understand him as alluding to banks which 
represented themselves as specie paying banks, 
while they did not and could not pay specie, be- 
cause they had taken care to have no notes out. 
The Senator from New Jersey, in alluding to the 
testimony cited by the Senator from Connecticut, 
{Mr. Nies] meets it by general encomiums on 
the conduct of these banks at an anterior period. 
What became of these general encomiums when 
there were specific charges of misconduct that had 
been admitted? There was the sworn testimony of 
the directors of these banks themselves, in which 
these charges were substantiated. Every gentleman 
knew what the law was in reference to persons 
who, having secret knowledge inaccessible to ‘the 
rest of the communily, went out and made pur- 
chases ata profit. Here were bank directors by 
whose resolves the bank stops, and by whose re- 
solves the bank resumes again; they had the game 
in their own hands; they depress by suspension of 
payment the value of the notes and stock, and then 
buy it up, and having bought it, resume payment 
and raise it again. And here, he would observe, they 
put themselves‘in the situaiion of those who, hav- 
ing secret knowledge not passessed by the commu- 
nity at large, went out and made their purchases at 
a large profit, and’ in which there was no court of 
equity that would not set aside the sales. Now, he 
said, they were called on not only to sanction the 
purchases thus made, bat to reward them. ‘Take, 
for exaraplé; the testimony of one of these direc- 
tors William Jewell, director of the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, sworn to by him- 
self. He'says: “The bank failed during my ab- 
séoce in Baltimore, and on my return £ told Mr. 
William W. Corcoran that T wished to purchase 
its stock,” &c. [The testimony went on to say 
that Mr. Corcoran informed him of a widow lady 
who had $15,000 worth of stock, and that he pur- 
chased: it. through Mr. Corcoran’s agency, giviug 
her Georgetown property for it assessed at $8,000-] 
‘Gere, said Mr. B. was the directors own story, 
and sworn to by him. Let the widow, said Mr. B. 
go before any court of equity, and carry nothing but 
this piece of paper, and the judge will set aside the 
sale, because the purchaser not only had secret 
kuowledge of the value of this stock, anknown to 
the seller, but he could. raise and depress it at his 
pleasure. Mr. B. said he had never yet seen a bank 
established, but it eame in advance with a host of 
widows and orphans petitioning for its charter, 
and yet, in the end, these widowsand orphans were 
the first to be fleeced. - Every part of banking was 
profitable, and none more so than the explosion, 
wien the widow and the orphan and the laborer 
became the prey of the more sharp sighted specula- 
tor. He, Mr. B. was astonished at the efforts made 
on ‘thit ‘Aor to crush the evidence made by the 
diréctors. of: these banks themselves, and to coun- 
teract it by general evidence in their favor, made 
at an- Anterior period. The Senator from Con- 
fectiout said ‘that there Was evidence here to show 
that “ihese banks, during the time of suspension and 
depreciation of their netes, put out more notes to 
be shaved: back again into bank; and here, said 


|} Mr. B. is the oath of a director to prove it, sup- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ported by the resolve of the bank, under which the 
issue was authorized. Here was a piece of con- 
duct on a par with that by which the widow’s stock 
was taken from her at half its value; and, if he 
were the chancellor that the case came before, the 
widow should have her property back again in as 
short atime as it would take to make a decree. 
The sworn testimony of Mr. Todd, one of the di- 
rectors, showed that, at the time his bank stopped, 
its notes were put out by aresolve of the bank to 
be shaved back again. 

[Mr. B. here read the testimony.] 

Thus it would be seen that one of these banks, 
the very day after it stopped, agreed to gives its 
notes to its depositors; and the notes being thus 
given out, were purchased up by Mr. Prout, a 
broker. $ 

{Mr. B. then read the testimony of Mr. Prout, 
showing the prices at which he bought stock and 
notes, viz: 50 and 75 cents in the dollar, and that he 
purchased notes to the amount of $80,000, which 
he sold again at a small profit.] 

Sir, said Mr. B. I was here at the time, and know 
how these notes were depreciated, and how the 
holders had to sacrifice them; how they were got 
out of the hands of the timid, the helpless, and the 
ignorant, at half their value. Mr. Prout said that 
he made frequent sales of the notes he purchased 
to the directors of these banks, by whose resolves 
they had become depreciated; among whom were 
William A. Bradley, president of the Patriotic 
Bank, and Raphael Semmes, a director of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics Bank of Georgetown. 
To some of these gentlemen he sold such notes, and 
took in payment their promissory notes, at long 
dates. He further said that Mr. Clement Smith, 
president of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown, and Mr. Wim. A. Bradley, president 
of the Bank of Washington, offered to exchange 
property with him for any amount of these notes 
he could get. ‘There was a good deal of other tes- 
timony in this volume, which he would not now 
take up the time of the Senate to read. He would, 
however, advert to the letter of the officer who 
made payment to the hands employed at Harper’s 
Ferry. This officer, having a draft on the Far- 
mer’s and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, re- 
ceived of that bank the amount necessary to make 
his payment, in its own notes, and went straight up 
to Harpers Ferry for that: purpose. He was to 
have paid the money out on Saturday; but in con- 
sequence of the pay rolls not being prepared, he 
could not make his payments on that day; and on 
Sunday, the news arrived that the bank had stopped. 
Without that intervention, this worthless money 
would have been paid out to the men whose arms 
were employed from sunrise to sunset, and whose 
wives and children were waiting for the proceeds 
of their labor. So far as the bank was concerned, 
the fraud was consummaied. It gave out this mo- 
ney witha full knowledge that it would stop pay- 
ment, and that it was to be paid out to those who 
earned their bread with the sweat of their brows— 
men whose arms were going from morning till 
night. It was an attempt to rob men whose wives 
and children depended on their daily Jabor. Are 
we, asked Mr. B. to stand here and give rewards for 
conduct such as this? conduct which is punished in 
every court of jaslice in the civilized world? If 
so, there should at least be heard some voices 
against it, invoking the attention of the American 
people to what they were doing. 

The immediate question before the Senate was 
as to the increase of the capiial of these banks. 
Tie cared little about it. There was already more 
capital here—moonshine—than could be used. 
Read the report of the committee of the House of 
Representatives, and you will find, Mr. B. said, 
that the capital of these banks has. literally rotted 
down, and you are now asked to increase it. 

It was a case in which a capital of a million 
more or less made no difference. It was in.a Dis- 
trict which had neither commerce, manufactures, 
nor agriculture, and in which the Federal Govern- 
ment poured out its money as bountifully as the 
rain from heaven;.and, therefore, there was no 
need for a banking capital. "The charter provided 
that for every dollar of specie paid.in, the banks 


may issue four dollars of circulation; therefé ? 
they might issue eight millions under their present: 
capitals, and yet gentlemen wanted to give them 
the power to issue more. Mr. B. here entered into: 
a calculation to show the quantity of circulation 

estimated by writers on political economy to be ` 
necessary for a given population, and to show that 

the present capitals of the banks were much too 

large for the wants of a population of the size of 

that of this District. 

There was no possible way, he said, in which 
they could profitably employ or consume the 
amount of these capitals. IfI lend my money, 
said he, Tam to get six per cent. lawful interest for 
it; but these banks, for every silver dollar- they 
have, may lend out four, and thus draw twenty- 
four per cent. interest; and yet it is said that it is 
not enough. I nów, said Mr. B. take the position 
of which I spoke some time ago; and that is, to 
maintain that the banking system of the United 
States is the most unsolid and the most delusive in 
the world, and that nowhere in the United States is 
it more unsolid and more delusive than in this Dis- 
trict. He meant to offer some amendments to this 
bill to make ita little safer for the community, and 
he would bring them forward at the proper time. 
For the present, he merely rose for the purpose of 
illuminating the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
Sournarp] as to the meaning of the word ‘“‘bam- 
boozle,” and to help out his friend from Connecti- 
cut, [Mr. Nitus,] who, by the way, seldom needed 
helping out, by explaining that the testimony which 
he read was the sworn testimony of these bank 
directors themselves, and not to be invalidated by 
general testimony given long before. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that, having been upon: 
the committee which reported the bill under consi- 
deration, he felt it due to himself to say that he was 
opposed to the renewal of the charters of the banks 
in the District of Columbia, for the reasous that the 
corporators, having enjoyed the benefits of the pri- 
vileges conterred upon them during the periods for 
which the charters were granted, they ought now to 
wind up their concerns, collect and pay their debts, 
and divide what may remain among their stock- 
holders; and, if there be any benefits resulting from. 
such charters, allow others the privilege of partici- 
pating in those benefits. Why should the stock- 
holders of these banks have a monopoly of all the 
banking privileges in the District? Are not others 
as well entitled ta such privileges as the stockholders 
in these banks? Most of these banks have ex- 
isted more than twenty years, and it would seem 
that the persons interested in them have had 
their full share of privileges; but, be that 
as it may, they have enjoyed the benefits con- 
ferred upon them for the period for which the 
charters were granted; and now that the charters 
are about to expire, why should these corporators 
have a preference for the coming twenty years? 
Have they any claim to an extension? They have 
already had the benefit of the fall term agreed on, 
and cannot complain if Congress should think 
proper not to renew or extend their charters. 

Butaside from this consideration, he contended that 
good policy and the best interest of all concerned, 
require that corporations should enjoy all the bene- 
fits conferred upon them by their charters for the 
term for which they are granted; and when that 
term shall expire, no claim for a renewal shall be 
recognized. Ifa charter be beneficial, the granters 
will thus have all that was proposed or grant- 
ed to them; and there is no claim on their 
part for a continuance of the monopoly. 
Others have as high and stronger claims than 
they to future participation of the favors 
of Government; besides, it will, in most cases, prove 
better for the public, and more for the interest of the 
corporations, that their affairs shall be settled up. 
and their concerns closed at the prescribed expira- 
tion of their charters, than to anticipate or realize 
renewals of them for indefinite periods. There 
must be a day of settlement, and, if it be. well un- 
derstood that bank charters are not to be renewed, 
such setulements will be seasonably provided for, 
and there will be less inconvenience and loss than 
would follow from the uncertainty whether or not 
a renewal could be obtained. H the existing banks 
require more time to collect their debts and to close 
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their concerns, give to them as much as may bè 

reasonable for those objects, but nothing more.- 
But the application of these banks for renewal 

and extension of their charters, is made under cir- 


cumstances that, in his judgment, forbade the grant- 


-ing of them. ` These banks have suspended specie 
payments; and shall Congress, by venéwing their 
charters, sanction this state of things? It is alleged 
that this suspension is not the result of any mis- 
management peculiar to those banks, but the conse- 
quence of a general ‘suspension throughout the 
country; and that it would be vain to expect that 
they cculd pay, when all others failed to pay; and 
‘there is: much reason ‘to. believe it; but still 
the question recurs, shall -Congress set an ex- 


ample to the country to recharter banks which | 


do not pay their bills on presentment? He thought 
not; ‘but a majority of the committee weré 
disposed to renew these charters upon the terms 
and conditions prescribed in the bill reparted and 
if this be proper, the bill contains many provisions 
tending to secure the pnblic.against loss from ‘any 
future operations of these banks, and with-such 
amendments. as he trusted would be made, will go 
very far to prevent future suspensions, and loss to 
creditors of these institutions. — : 

In-regard to the amendment proposed by the Se- 
nator from Pennsylvania, he should vote for it, be- 
cause it reduces the capital to the actual capital 
now used, Fie could see no reason for granting more 
than the bank finds it useful to operate upon, and 
if more capital shall hereafter be required, it 
may he granted to this institution, or to such 
others as Congress may be disposed to give it. 
Tt was not pretended before the committee that 
more banking capital is required for the business of 
the District than is now used by the existing banks, 
and it will-be time enough to increase it when -the 
business of the District shall demand it. As to 
banks owning, or-purchasing in, their own stock, it 
is wrong in principle. Ifa bank may own part of 
its own capital, it may own the whole of it, and 

. then. ‘the public have no security for its proper 
management... Stockholders -will have withdrawn 
their capital’and credit, and creditors will have what 
remains and nothing more.. Whenever a bankshall 
meet with losses, it may be considered expedient for 
every stockholder to sell his stock to the bank, and 
leave the corporation to satisfy its creditors as the 
remaining means will warrant. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BUCHA- 
NANS amendment; and it was carried: yeas 29, 
nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Wuabbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell; Pierce, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn. Trotter, Wall, 
‘White, Williams, Wright, Young—29. f 

NAYS--Messrs. Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, 
Roane, Robbins, ‘Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster—12. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved tò further amend the 
hill, by inserting in-the 29th section, after the word 
“cirenlation,” the words, “and private deposites,” 
the effect of which is to compel the banks to keep 
on handan amount of coin equal to one-fourth of 
their private deposites, as well as of their circula- 
-tion asin the bil. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the amendment 
offered-by the Senator from Pennsylvania, touched 


a point which had cccupied the aitention of the most į 


able financiers and political economists, both is this 
country and Europe. Tke subject had been De- 
fore the House of Commons in England, and the 
sworh opinion of the present Governor of the Bank 
of England, as well as that of many men of emi- 
nence, had been taken on it. The document con- 
taining: this information he hadat bome, and as 
he wished to use it, he would at this stage of the 
business move an adjournment. 

Mr. NILES spoke in favor of the amendment, 
but said that he thonght it did not go far enough. 
He proposed to add to ita proviso, to make the 

i presidents and directors of the banks for the time 
beiñg liable in their individual capacities to the 
holders of their. bills, if they failed to conform to ihe 
provisions-in this amendment... 


‘Mr BUCHANAN declined accepting the modi- 


fication proposed by the ‘Senator from Connecticut; 


but observed that the gentleman could offer it -as.a~. 
separate "amendment, after the question was taken 


on his, should it prèvai = 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, 
The Senate the adjouraed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ; 


Sarugpay, May. 12;°1838. 


Mr, GARLAND of Louisiana was announced | 
as having been appoiiited on ‘the Committee on Pri» - 


vate Land Claims to fill’ the vacancy occasioned 


by the decease of Mr. Lawtir. = 
ALLEGHANY RIVER. - ee 


The motion made some time sinċe by Mr. MER-. 


CER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
to print 1500 extra copies of. the report’ of the súr- 
vey of the Alleghany river, was taken up as the 
first business in order, and, on the question of con- 
curring therein, the vote was—ayes 46, noes 52: 
no quorum. . on ue ee 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the busi- 
ness of the House would not’be arrested by this 
matter, and he therefore moved’ to postpone it till 
Monday. aG ; i 


Mr. MERCER. had rather it be not postpóned,“ 


as the object was one of a very important charac~ 
ter, and the expense involved was -buturifling. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO would vote forit if it would 
facilitate the work, but he was at a loss to perceive 
how the printing of 1500 extra copies of this work 
contd effect the removal of a single stone. 

Mr. MERCER and Mr. WHITTLESEY made 
a brief statement of “the importance of the work, 
when the latter gentleman withdrew his motion. |” 

` Mr. POTTER said there has been no ‘mote im- 
portant survey made for years under thé orders of 


the National Government, than that of the Alle- 


ghany river; and the question now is; shall there be 
1,500 copies of the report, chart, &c. published for 
information. ©The interests‘ of various States are 
deeply involved in the navigation of this stream. 
its first point of navigation for rafis, isin the State of 
New York; nay steamboats have octasionially gone 
to Olean poini, and now weelly ascend from Pitts- 
g to Warren, in Pennsylvania. The head waters 
of this stream penetrate into. Western Pennsylvania 
and New York, and pass through a country abound- 
ing in the finest lumber im the world. At present, 
with all the difficulties that environ this navigation, 
the Iumber of the Alleghany supplies that portion 
of the western prairie country, and the cities’on the 
Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri, with this impor- 
tant and indispensable article. At St. Lonis and 
Natchez, you will find the lumber yards supplied: 
from the Section of country through which this- 
stream flows. In this point of view, the improve- 
ment is one ofa national character: it is not con- 
fined to one or two States, but to numerous. States. 
At present, the internal improvements of Pennsyl- 
vania connect this stream by cavals~and railroads 
with the Atlantic seaboard; and have commenced 
a work atFranklin, in Venango county, to connect 
it by a canal with Lake Erié. Thus that vast re- 


‘gion of country, bordering upon the great inland 


seas, will, in faci, be supplied with the merchandise 
of the Atlantic seaboard through this. channel, 
and the products of that rapidly improving coun-. 
try, conveyed to a market. View the vast region 
around the lakes, the accumulating population, 
the extent of navigation and coast, and the magni- 
tude and importance of, this improvement cannot’ 


"fail to strike the mind of every reflecting indivi 


dual. Nay, it is but a continuance of the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio for some three or four hundred 
miles further up’ a tributary stream. The. officers 
of the Government, under the. authority of Çon- 
gress, have made this survey, have perfected achart. 
Why was this done? To collect and embody’ cor- 
rect information touching a great and- Jeading 
avenue of trade; to furnish accurate dats, relative 
to one of the means of transperting arms, ammuni- 
tion, &c. to be used in defending our country, if 


another struggle should arise with Creat Britain. . 


Now when. the seryice has been performed,” when 
the information has been collected, and ‘the data 
ascertained, are we to render the whole-aétion nu- 
gatory, by clositig the shell- like the oyster; and 


| withholding the information: from those interested. 


| ordering the extra number of ‘copies.’ Hé to 
therefore, thatthe motión to print would nod 


gagéd ins The whole West was ‘interes 


` interested inthis work should be dep 


rée been attained, 
why not furmish eee ee s5 
Mr FILLMORE: admitted. the importance-of 


| the work, but not'to the extent stated by the gentle: 


men who ‘kad “preceded. him,’ éspecially as’to the 


difference ef time in the opening of spring naviga- 


Y 


tion. ` He wasin favor-of printing the extra num- ` 


ber of Copies. ae my 7 
‘Mr. DROMGOOLE ‘understood -the usúal núm- 
ber of copies had already Deen printed: He inquired 
ifthis was the facti =en o Re ere eee 
Mr. MERCER replied in the affiimative.”’’- 
Mr. DROMGOOLE “regarded the. motion as’ 
nothing more than a” covert attempt to pledge’ the 


i House toa revival-of the systém: of ‘internal <im= 
-provements by the Federal Government; . for when 


the propositien should come up, they wonld'be told 
ihat Congress had pledged “itself ‘forthe work; by 
d 


and believing-\hat something more thani the 
was:hereafter désigned vy it i 
motion to print on the table. “07> : oR 

Mr. THOMAS called. for the” yeas and” nay; 
which were ordered. | 00) na uT og EOT ire aT 

Mr. MERCER hoped. his colleague; after’ càst- 
ing the reflections he had, would “nat” pe na 
motion which ent off the opportunity to reply- 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had cast reflections upon no 
one, but had reterred ‘to ‘what he ‘conscientiously 
believed would be the.effect of the motion, and the 


“design to which it would be‘used. |. He’ could not 


consent to withdraw his own Motion. x 
Mr. MERCER hoped then, under these circum- 
stances, his colléague’s motion ‘would not‘prevail. 


The House’ refused to ‘lay it on thie table—yeas 


69, nays 81, and- the question. again’ ‘recurring on 
the motion to Ptint—= “08 es n A 
Mr. MERCER ‘expressed ‘fi i 
thë rémarkof hig co 
existence ofany covert design in 
M.then went‘into some detail i 
importance, of improving the “Alleghany river, and 
adverted to the'amourit “appropriated for worls of 
internal improvement: last year, to show there was 
no need of any secret design to revive that system. 
Mr. MARVIN controverted the position that the 


‘printing of an extra’ number fa document would 


be equivalent to, or have the effect of, ‘pledging the 


faith of Congress to carry‘on'the work. -Asto any 
‘covert design -he denied ‘it, yen as “it 


lesign-h for it was as open as it 
could ‘be, “fromthe presentation of a'latge number 
of petitions, and this motión coming: from ‘one of 
the standing committees-of the House, Ag to “re~ 
viving’ the system, he did. nót know- that it had 
been. yet abandoned; and this work was of as na- 
tional a character as any the Government évért ën- 
in it, 
for it was bat an extension of the Ohio river itself, 
and such was its importance that he would have 
preferred a much larger number of copies." 
“Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio admitted" that hi 
was mistaken’ in the difference of time, thirty days 
between the opening ofthe canal and the river.” 
Mr. BIDDLE asked why it was that ‘th 


t ) nop- 
portunity of examining this réport as well as their 
Representatives?’ “Why ‘should poor Pennsylvania 
be deprived of the benetit of such a work? “In or- 
dering the committee to’ talre charge of it, the 
House had some object in view” 7 aE 
Mr. BEATTY said thë subject had been so well 
sustained by ‘others; that hé should have contented 
himself with -voting-i rot the printing } 
report, &c. if it had wot been for thé observation of 
one of bis colleagues,” that those ‘who tépresen! 


those. disiriets in Pennsylvania “most'deeply inte. i 


the. 
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. yested:in the navigation of the Alleghany, had not 
‘been heard'from. Mr. B. said the district which 
-he represented had a more immediate interest than 
that of any-other representative on that floor, save 
_ thatof his colleague, [Mr. PLumer] who was con- 
‘fined by illness to his room at home, and was una- 
ble;'from-excessive debility, to be in his place. He 
would observe to the gentleman from Virginia, that 
. that State had an interest of no ordinary magnitude 
in the navigation of this stream; but as that gentle- 
‘man-resided in Eastern Virginia, his views might 
not have-been directed to that portion of the State 
; West of the Alleghany mountains. The vision of 
many gentlemen on that floor never reached be 
yond the barrier of the Alleghany mountains; as 
the back bone, it obstructed their view, and op- 
posed an insurmountable barrier to the liberal ope- 
ration of their minds. The tide of emigration, Mr. 
B. said, had set to that quarter, and the day was 
not distant when the people west of the mountains. 
. would hold such a position in the House as would 
tend to enlarge the views of gentlemen. -He had 
‘but:one.objection to the motion; the number was 
too;small... He desired to increase it; and moved 
to amend by inserting that three thousand, instead 
of -fifteen hundred, copies be printed; which was 
agreed to. 
Mr. RENCHER then asked for the yeas and 
nays on agreeing to the motion as thus amended, 
but they were refused, and the motion was agreed to. 


ee TREASURY NOTES. 
_.,Mr. HOPKINS then asked leave to submit the 
following joint resolution, with a view to 1efer it 
to'a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union: f 

` Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he- fs hereby, authorized to reissue, to the 
“amount oftwo millions of dollars, Treasury notes 
authorized by- the act approved 12th of October, 
1837, undef the restrictions, conditions, arid limita- 
‘tions thereilt’ prescribed. 

. Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a suspen- 
sidn of the rales. : : 

: Mri PECK called for the-yeas and nays; which 
“were‘ordered, s 
: ME CAMBRELENG inquired of the Speaker 
4fthe modë by which this resolution was sought to 
be introduced was in conformity with the rules of 
the House? . ` 

The CHAIR desired the gentleman to point out 
the:discrepahey, if he perceived any. : 
“My. CAMBRELENG asked if a joint resolu- 

tion,-especially of this character, did not require 
conimitment ‘to à standing committee? 


The CHAIR replied: that joint resolutions could 
be introduced on leave, and it was for the House to 
‘make such disposition of them as it deemed fit. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
68, nays 107,-es follows: 

YHAS—Messrs, Alexander; Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
AY crigg, Bél, Biddle, Bond, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, 
John Calhoon, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chap- 
man, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, 
@urtis, Cushing; Darlington, Davies, Denats, Dunn, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Graves, Halsted, Harlan, Hastings, 
Hawes, Herod, Hopkins, J, Jackson, H. Johnson, Kilgore, 
Lincoln, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, KcKennan, 
Mena{ec, Mercer, Mitchell, Morgan, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, 
‘Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sheffer, 
Bouthgate, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Underwood, 
John. White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Willams C. H. 
‘Williams, and Yorke—68. f 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, John 
Campbell, Clowne: , Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Daves, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgovle, Duncan, Edwards, 
Elmore; Everett, Farrington, Fairfielo, Filmore, Fry, Glas- 
cock, Goode; Wm. Graham, Grant, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holecy, Holt, Howard, 
Hubley, Robert M. T “Hunter, Ingham, Th Smas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Johusdn, N. Jones, Joha W. Jones, Keim, Kennedy, 
Klingenwmith, Legere; Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Marvin, May, 
McKay, R: McClellan, A. McClellan, Milligan, Miller, Moore, 
Mi Mortis, C: Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Owens, Palmer, 
Parker, Paynter, Pentiybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Potter, 
Prentiss, 


‘Avgustiné. H. Shopperd, ries Bhopard, Sibley, Beyder, 


_ this morning for a loan, with certificates of stock, 


iden; Reilly; Reacher, Rhett, Rires, Robertson, |]. 


Spencer, Stanley, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, 
Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Yell—i07. 


PUBLIC LOAN. 

Mr. BELL asked leave to submit a proposition 
of a similar nature in another shape, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be. instructed to report to the House forth- 
with, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to raise, by loan or Treasury notes, the sum 
of two millions of dollars, to supply any demands 
upon the Treasury to meet which there are no 
available means on hand. 

Some gentleman suggested “three millions,” to 
which Mr. B. assented. 

Mr. GRANTLAND suggested “five millions.” 

Mr. BELL would leave it blank, and the House 
could fill up the sum; and he further modified the 
resolution by omitting “or Treasury notes,” | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must object to the 
introduction of this and every other proposition 
which would retard the action of the House upon 
the bill they were engaged on yesterday, (the Trea- 
sury Note bill.) 

Mr. BELL thereupon moved -a suspension of. 
the rules; and 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. BELL inquired of the Cuarr whether, if 
the resolution was received, it would not be open 
for amendment? 

The CHAIR replied, that if the Mouse suspended 
the rules, the resolution would be open for amend- 
ment, modification, rejection, discussion, etc. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—ycas 82, nays 
94, 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
again resolved itself into committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Incnam, in the 
Chair, and resumed the consideration of the billie 
authorize a reissue of Treasury notes. 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed his remarks, and 
argued against the constitutionality of issuing | 
Treasnry notes, on the ground that Congress pos- 
sessed no power not expressly ‘given by. the Con- 
stitution, or not necessarily implied in that in- 
strument, and this was embraced in neither of these | 
provisions, Moreover, ‘Treasury notes were always, | 
and would continue to be below par, and therefore 
he infinitely preferred the plan proposed by Mr. Bert 


though he himself would not propose it, for he 
was not willing to relieve the Administration of 
the responsibility of bringing the country to the 
present crisis in its fiscal concerns. He insisted 
that the course recommended would. be productive 
of such consequences as would hurry and drive 
the people to resort to a National Bank, without 
placing round it those checks and guards he would 
desire to see such an institution surrounded by. 
Mr. T. then went at length into the general merits 
of the currency question and the banking system, | 
and in condemnation of the policy of the Govern- 
ment confining itself to hard money. fn allusion 
to the divorce principle, he dwelt fur some time 
upon the injuries 1t would inflict upon the South, 
and went into a variety of details and facts in illus- 
tration of this position. f 


Mr. RHETT deprecated the course. of the dis- 
cussion, and referred to the statements in the Pre- 
sident’s Message, showing the pressing necessity in 
the financial condition of the Treasury; and he 
thought it better to wait for the time. when the ge- 
neral subject of finance should come before the 
House, and, for the present, to confine the discus- 
sion to the bill immediately before the committee. 
Ble went on to show that the Government was not 
bankrupt, bat had abundant resources, which 
would, in four or five months,-be available, but 
were not so now, in consequence: of the embarrass~. 
ment occasioned by the explosion of the. banks. 
The want was merely a temporary and pre- 


supply the necessities of the Government. 


journ and go home. 


sent one, which, in a few months, would. be 
supplied by the natural increase of the reve- 
nue, and other sources.” He replied to the 
suggestion that the ‘measure was unconstitutional, 
and referred to the practice of the Government 
in years past, and during the war, when repeated 
resort was had to the issue of Treasury notes; te 

e 
compared the operation to a simple borrowing of 
money, which, whether with interest or without, 
was a proper and constitutional transaction, and 
he contended that it differed in no- essential par- 
ticular from the issuing of steck. Both were pro- 
mises to pay money at a future day, and both were 
constitutional. The question in the case of Mis- 
souri, under the constitutional prohibition, that ne 
State shal] issue bills of credit, was a different one. 
In that case, the Staie endeavored to lend money, 
and to substitute a credit and paper currency for 
the legal metallic currency of the country. Here 
it is making a credit, by promises to pay ata future 
day for services actually rendered. It was, in 
effect, borrowing money, and paying interest there- 
for. Authority is given to borrow money, andit 
made not difference whether it was done in this 
shape or by the issue of stock. He remarked up- 
on the proposition to sell the stock of the bank, 
that it could not be done. The- bonds were two, 
one due in one year, and the other in two years, 
for two millions each, and they could not be sold 
in time. No merchants would invest their funds 
for one year to such an amount, and though they 
might be sent to Europe, and negotiated there, yet 
before the transaction could be completed, the Go- 
vernment would have suffered all its inconvenience 
and embarrassment, and would not then need the 
aid. Mr. R. then went on to answer the remarks 
of Mr. Tuomrson, in favor of a permanent Joan, 
and rephed to the argument, that the measure 


- would injure the interest of the South. He though: 


the different propositions introduced into the 
House, were designed to create a diversion in 
another quarter; and he repelled ‘the idea 
that there was any hostility on the part ot 


the Government towards the banks, or that 
there was any intention to destroy the banks, 
as had been intimated, He had never heard 


such an idea advanced, either in the House 
or elsewhere. It had been urged that the 
revengues of the country should be paid in gold and 
silver; but that did not imply that there should be a 
destruction of the banks, or an exclusive metallic 
currency. The. true controversy now going on 
was hetween the banks and the Government, the 
capitalists and the people, The banks had been 
called upon by the Government to fulfil their con- 
tracts; they had refused to do it; and, in conse. 
quence, had broken. The movements in the 
House, he thought, indicated a continuance of this 
war on the part of the banks against the Govern- 
ment; but where, he asked, was the evidence of 
any war on the part of the Government against the 
banks? ‘The couatry had been told, from one end 
to the other, by Mr. Biddle, that the Government 
and the banks were in the field, and one or the 
other must perish; and that remark had been 
esponded to by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Tuompson.] The opposition to the 
resent bill, he supposed, was intended to embar. 
rass the Government, by refusing the supplies. The 
people had not suffered enough. ‘They were not’ 
yet willing to yield to the banks; and the Govern- 
ment must be prostrated, that the cry might be rais- 
ed of a ruined Administration, and that the crowr 
of the Government had been laid at the feet of the 
mammoth. Mr. R. referred to a previous attemp 
to stop the supplies during the last war, and alluded 
to the reprobation the party, which, attempted that 
ruinous measure, received from the nation. If the 
House was disposed to try such a measure again, ler 
täem do it--let them defeat the bill, and then ad. 
He would be willing, un- 


der certain contingencies, to. move an early ad. 
journmeng, and let the people speak respecting 
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the conduct of their Representatives. 
tlemen: were determined to stop the wheels of 
Government, letthem do it; but he would bid them 
beware. “It would not be prosperous for the coun- 
try, but it ‘would be suicidal-to ‘them. It would 
ratse’a spirit-of insubordination in. the people, whe 
would -resist such action of the representatives, and 
take the Constitation into-their own hands. Ele 
said he Jooked-upon the whole war as a war of the 
banks against the Government... He was in favor 
of the banks, and a friend to:eredit; but the question 
was, whether the whole credit of the country should be 
monopolized by the banks,-and-whether they should 
beallowed-to_use the credit of the Government to 
sustain themselves. He said the war had been car- 
ried on long enough; and if it should come to the 
destruction of the:Government, there would be one 
wide-spread. ruin, which would ‘sweep away the 
banks; and he would advise gentlemen, as a friend, 
to beware of their connection with the banks. He 
understood the motives of action which governed 
the opponents of the bill: the more distress the 
better, jor then would come the United State. 
Bank; and this was the first instance in the world, 
ia which a Bank had arrayed itself against the 
Government; and if the war was continued, the 
loyal feelings of the people would surely visit this 
moneyed power of the country with retribution. 
He made an appeal to the House to aid the Go 

verument, and fulfil their duty to the country. 

Mr. MENEFEE spoke at length in favor of sup- 
porting the law and the Constitution; and contended 
that this proposition to issue bills of credit was un. 
constitutional. He said the gentleman [Mr. 
Ruerr] had no right to hold out threats of popular 
indignation, and contended that there was no desire 
to refuse supplies to the Government, or to embar- 
rass it; but, on the contrary, from every quarter of 
the Howe a disposition was manifested to sustain 
the Executive in the embarrassments they ha’ 
Drought upon themselves; and to hold the Govern- 
ment up, while they were tottering in the midst of 
the sufferings of the country. If, however, by Ex. 
ecutive domination, it was determined to pass this 
bill or none—if the representatives were not to be al, 
lowed to procure relief in their own way—if a war 
was to be made by the President upon the House— 
the indignation of the people, which had been in- 
voked, would fall, not on the representatives, but 
upon those who attempted to dictate to and control 
them; and he was willing to abide the issue. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE obtained the fleor, and said 
he wished to address the committee, but as it was 
late, he moved that the committee rise. 

The question being taken, was decided in the ne- 
gative—yeas 80, nays 97. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE then proceeded in reply te 
the remarks of Mr. Ruert and Mr. CamBrELENG, 
and opposed the bill atlength. He contended that 
the condition of the Treasury was far better than 
was represented by the advocates of the Treasury 
notes, if the officers of Government were to disgorge 
what was intheir hands. Asa proofofthis, he cited 
the last returns of the Treasury Department, which 
showed that there were $1,200,000 in the hands 
of the land receivers, $1,427,000 in the possession 
of the custom-house othcers, and about $4,000,000 
in the hands of the other officers of the Govern- 
ment, besides the. postmasters, and the whole issue 
now going on was a contest between the people, 
on the one hand, and the office holders, un the 
other. This large amount of money in the keeping 
of the laiter proved it. In further proof of this, 
Mr. S. went into an examination of the returns of 
the public defaulters, which, however, he com- 
plained were very imperfect. Had these Demo- 
cratic receivers of public moneys paid into the 
Treasury the amounts in their pockets there would 
be no occasion for the issue of Treasury notes, 
nor would it have been necessary to have withheld 
from the Siates the payment of the fourth instal- 


E 


r, HOPKINS then presented a substitute for 
the whole bill, empowering the President of the 
United States to borrow, on the credit of the 
United States, a sum of $10,000,000, at-a rate of 
interest of 6 per cent. payable quarterly, and reim- 
bursable at ‘the will of the Government; ‘to be ap- 
plied; in addition to the moneys now in ‘the Trea- 


If gen- | 
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sury, or which may be received therein. from other. 


sources, to defray the expenses of the Government, 
and to be transferrable by stock. a 


The foregoing was the substance of the first sec- 


tion of Mr. ‘H's amendment. The remainder was 
of gréat length, and “we “believe, substantially, at 
least, if not identically, the ‘same as the projét of 
Mr. Rives in the Senate, being a revival of the 
State bank system, by twenty-fi.e banks, to be se- 
lected by the Secretary of the. Treasury, and ap- 
proved of by the Senate, ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG questioned: the. amend- 
ment being in order on the bill under consideration, 
inasmuch. as it proposed a system for the regula- 
tion of the deposites ‘of the public money, with 
which the bill had nothing to do. Moreover, that 
subject had been reported upon, and was then in 
Committee of the Whole on the Union, on another 
bill; and by the rule of the House, prohibiting one 
bill being affixed to or substituted for-another, by 
way of amendment, it must be obvious that this 
proposition was not in order. 


Mr. BELL remarked, that it seemed to be-a-dif- - 


ferent proposition in substance from the. bill re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Besides, it was all connected with the Treasury, 
and all intended to supply revenue. In his opinion 
it was clearly in order. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG admitted that the first 
section was in order, but he could not assent to 
the consistency with the rules of the House, of 
considering an amendment embracing a'totally dis- 
tinet proposition, 

Mr. HOPKINS was sure of one thing, that if 
the amendment was not in order, from: covering 
too broad a ground, neither was the gentleman’s 
speech of yesterday, for that touched on -every 
possible ground having any connection with this 
subject. But Mr. H. insisted that his proposition 
was intimately connected with the bill under con- 
sideration, for there must necessarily be a very 
close connection between borrowing money, and 
keeping itsafely after it was borrowed. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that the amendment was 
in order, inasmuch as it was a proposition to carry 
out the details of safe-keeping and disbursing the 
proceeds of the loan, be it of Treasury notes, certi- 
ficates of stock, or any thing else. 

Mr. A. went further into the subject than the 
point of order, and among other objections to the 
bill, stated it as his opinion that it did not revive or 
re-enact all the clauses of the act of October last, 
and offered no security, therefore, against counter- 
feiting the notes. He presumed the gentleman from 
New York, asa lawyer, would see this. He ex- 
pressed himself willing to give every indulgence to’ 
the Government, and to give it what it asked; but 
he wished the mode of relief to be duly considered, 
and for that reason he was desirous of considering 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would correct the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts in one particular. Mr. 
C. never had been, was not then, and probably 
never should be,a lawyer. 

With reference tu the point of order, Mr. C. said 
he would not have pressed it, but the committee 
must be aware that, if this proposition was decided. 
to be in orde-,a discussion of one month in that 
House would be inevitable. If a discussion on the 
Independent Treasury bill and the deposite bank 
system be in order as an amendment tọ this 
bill to borrow money, he did not know 
what bill or what proposition. might not be con- 
sidered in order. If it should be ruled to be in or- 
der, they would not only have a month’s discussion, 
but they must prepare themselves for a ‘Treasury, 
without means for the whole of that time. It was 
only on that ac-sunt he pressed the question, and 
he insisted upon it that it was a distinct, a perfect- 
q7 distinct, proposition. 

Mr. HAYNES differed from Mr. Hopkins that 
the raising of money was necessarily and properly 
connected with its safe keeping. 

Mr. MERCER insisted upon its being in order, 
as in Committee of the Whole there should be no 
restriction. 

The CHAIR [Mr. Incuam] cited the first section 
of the 43d rule, which is as follows: 


“No motion or proposition on asubject, different | 


from that under. consideration, . shall. be admitted 
under color of amendment.” 9. gee 
Now, in view of that role, the first seétion of the 
proposition of the gentleman, from Virginia, would 
be in order; butinasinuch as that section formed a 
substantive part of the whole proposition, and ins 
asmuch as the balance of -it was clearly a distinct 
proposition, having no connection: whatever ‘with: 
the subject under consideration; the:Cuair ‘had: no 
hesitation: whatever in pronouncing ‘the whole tobe 
out of order. . ; ; ay oes" 
‘The Committee acquiesced! in thé decision with- 


-out-objection.. : 


Mr. RIVES rose and said if no-one wished -to 
address the ‘Committee, he would move'that they 
rise and report the bill to ‘the House. : 

‘Mr. BELL said’ he would. not take ‘an appeal 
from the Cam.: He did ‘notoffer the amendment 
to-embarrass the House, though he thought the 
decision of the House erroneous.. Efe did not rise 
to-discuss the merits of ‘the -bill; but he thought, 
considering. the character of the bill, the authority 
by which it had been’ produced, and the tone‘and 
manner by which it:had. been supported, that it :de- 
served full and deliberate discussion. “It ‘deserved’ 
deliberate discussion,not only on account of the tone 
in which it had been urged upon the House; but it was 
a new fiscal scheme, a plan which he supposed was: 
to be. rendered permanent as the system ‘of’ the 
country. It had been urged that speedy action 
should be had upon it, because of the urgent tieces~ 
sity of the Government. But he «wanted now 
accurate information ‘concerning the’ state-of the 
Treasury. Neither the report of the Secretary, 
nor of the chairman of ‘Ways and.Means;. gave 
any. correct. information ofthe state of the res 
venue, It was impossible cto tell the ‘amount 
of the revenue, whether they were increasing 
or going backward; and he had never’known a 
more gross, shameful, and deliberate attempt to 
impose upon the House and the country. Inre- 
gard to the suppression of information upon finan- 
cial subjects, he did not think the House had ever 
been treated with so much contempt. Mr. B: then 
alleged that the bill was deceptive upon its title 
and face, and was only adopted to answer 
its professed purpose, in case no extraordinary 
appropriations were made by Congress;.and did 
not gentlemen of various sections expect increased 
appropriations for the army, and for, Indian trea- 
ties, and Indian wars?’ .He then,alluded:to funds 
in the deposite banks, to the trust fand, which he 
said-might have been used, and: to .moneys‘in the 
hands of receivers, about which no accurate in~. 
formation had been given, He alluded to ‘this ‘to 
show, that a few. days? discussion was proper, and 
that there was no urgent necessity for forcing the 
bili through the House, though he did not desire a 
protracted debate. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
Tennessee had made some very ‘extraordinary 
charges, which he would briefly reply to. The 
gentleman had asserted that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had deceived the House and the country 
in the statement furnished by him of the condition 
of the Treasury, that they were without the 
necessary information, and that no communi- 
cation has been sent in by him, Why it was 
not a fortnight since a response came in from 
that officer in answer to the gentleman’s own, 
inquiry; and it was within a week oniy- that 
Mr. C. himself had. submitted to the House a- 
statement of the condition of the Treasury. Ta 
what had the Secretary been deficient? Fle had 
stated the whole amount which, according to law, 
he had the right to draw for. The gentleman asks 
where is the trust fand?.. Why, sir, said Mr. C. 
has it come to this, that the House expects the 
Secretary of the Treasury to violate the law and 


the Constitution, Ly appropriating: the trust fund to 


the public expeases? But, said the gentleman, 
if it be a trt fund why not invest i? Mr. 
C. replied, pecause Congress had given him 
no law which would empower him to do so. If 
the genti man’s doctrine were correct the Ses 
cretary would haye the- right, of his own 
will, to violate every law and every pledge “of © 
public faith.. If he:did as. the gentleman. seemed 
to wish him to do, the-gentleman himself would be 
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|, the-first to arraign him, and would be wanting in 
his duty if he did not. Mr. C. insisted that the 
Secretary had given every. particle of information 
he was required to do, and had. included every 
-fand he had a right to draw upon. 
. Mr. BELL still thought there was a law requir- 
ing the investment of the trust fund, but if not, there 
+ should be, and the fault was in Congress. 

„Mr. HALSTEAD moved that the committee 
rise: lost—88 to 93. : 

Mr. ROBERTSON saidhe understood the amend- 
ment offered by his colleague had.been decided to 
be out of order, and that the discussion reverted to 
the original bill. He would ‘offer an amendment 
confined to the first clause of his colleague’s amendi 
ment, which, he understood, was decided to be in 
order, and he assented to the decision that the other 
clause was not. He objected to this indirect mode 
of raising money, and thought it would have been 
better for the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to have come forward fairly 
and candidly, and to have stated that the 
Government wanted money, and must have it, 
He was willing they should have it, so far as it de- 
pended upon his vote; but not in the way they 
wanted it. He would assent to a loan; or, if there 
‘was no other way to raise money, he would resort 
to direct taxation, and let the people feel the condi- 
tion of the country. Buthe thought there were 
other means to obtain necessary funds, and he 
would resort to them in preference to the bill now 
under consideration. 

Mr. R. then offered an amendment, in substance 
the same as the first clause of the amendment of 
Mr. Hopkins, as given above. 

Mr.. MASON of Virginia, at half past six 
o'clock, took the floor, and said it must be obvious 
that they could not get through this bill to-night, 
and give it that mature deliberation ifs importance 
merited, and he therefore moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The question was taken by tellers, and lost—63 


to 86. 

Mr. MASON opposed the original bill, and after 
proceeding for some time, gave way to 

Mr. MENEFEE, who moved that the committce 
rise: lost-—60 to 84. 

_Mr. MASON again proceeded, and at half past 
7, yielded the floor to 

Mr. HOPKINS, who renewed the motion for 
the committee to rise, but they again refused—ayes 
79, noes 89. * 

“Mr. MASON again proceeded till 8 o'clock, 
when he gave way to 

Mr. LEGARE, who made an earnest appeal to 
the committee, and moved that it rise, report, and 
ask leave to sit again, He remarked that they had 
been in continuous session for nine hours, and were 
all more or less considerably fatigued; and as he 
himself should.probably be found in the majority 
onthe bill, he did hope the motion would prevail. 

The committee, however, refused to rise, the vote, 
taken by the tellers, being ayes 80, noes 88. 

Mr. MASON resumed, and avowed himself in 
favor of the special deposite system for the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys, and notified the 
House that, in due time, he should submit a projet 
to that effect. With reference to the measure under 
debate, he avowed himself willing to go for such 
a limited issue of Treasury notes as would meet the 
present exigencies of the Treasury, and when they 
were exhausted, meet the further wants of the Go- 
vernment by a direct loan. He could not, there- 
fore, vote for the proposition of his colleague [Mr. 
Rogerson] unless it was modified. i 

Mr. STEWART moved an additional section to 
the amendment of Mr. ROBERTSON, as follows : 

Srecrion 2. And be it further enacted, That, in 
order to meet the present exigencies of the Govern- 
ment; the Secretary of the Treasury, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States, is 
hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued to ‘an amount not exceeding two millions 
of dollars; according ‘to the provisions of the act of 
October last, &¢. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then took the floor, 
and proceeded“ for a short time, when he gave 


way to — . 
Mr. CHAMBERS. of Kentucky, who moved 


that the Committee rise; which was refused, ayes 
89, noes 88; the Cmar voting in the negative, 
rejects the motion. : . 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS remarking that as it 
appeared to be a drawn battle, he would renew the 
motion. 

It was then disagreed to—ayes 92, noes 94; taken 
by tellers. 

Mr. JOHNSON took the floor for a moment 
or two; and some confusion arose on the point of the 
Cuair’s previous decision. 

Mr. ROBERTSON insisted that the Cuar gave 
its vote after he had announced the decision in the 
affirmative; and therefore he had no right to vote. 

The CHAIR ruled that the House, having acqui- 
esced, by consenting to vote a second time, it was 
tco late to raise that question. 

Mr. JOHNSON then proceeded for some time, 
when he gave way to 

Mr. CHAMBERS, who moved that the Con- 


mittee rise; upon which motion the tellers reported - 


90 in the aflirmative, and 89 inthe negative. 

The CHAIR voted in the negative: so the Com- 
mittee refused to rise. 

Mr. YORKE renewed the motion to rise. 

The CHAIR decided that no action having been 
had by the Committee since the last vote, the mo- 
tion was out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON again resumed his remarks, but 
soon gave way to 

Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, who moved 
that the Committee rise; and appealed to the oldest 
members of the House to say if they had ever 
known any good done in the House on Saturday 
at midnight. 

The question was taken, and decided in the ne- 
galive: yeas 88, nays 90. 

Mr. JOHNSON continued his remarks, and pro- 
tested against the necessity or expediency of for- 
cing a bill through the House, in the night, against 
so large a minority—when he yielded the floor to 

Mr. CLOWNEY, who renewed the motion to 
rise. The vote being ascertained, was yeas 88, 
nays 91; so the motion was lost, and 

Mr. JOHNSON again proceeded for a few mi- 
nutes, and then gave way to 

Mr. GRAVES, who renewed the motion to rise, 
which resulled in the negative: yeas 89, nays 90. 

Mr. JOHNSON again resumed and proceeded 
about a couple of minutes, when 

Mr. DUNN asked him to give way for a motion 
to rise. 

Mr. JOHNSON, at first, dissented, unless the 
gentleman from Indiana would give him an assu- 
rance that the motion would prevail. 


Mr. DUNN having expressed his belief that it | 


would this time, 

Mr. JOHNSON yielded the floor, and 

Mr. DUNN renewed the motion, and it was 
again rejected, the tellers reporting ayes 87, noes 89. 

Mr. JOHNSON then said he should not give 
way to his friends again, but would make a motion 
himself. He then instantly renewed the motion for 
the committee to rise and report progress. 

Mr. HARPER of Ohio rising to address the 
House, 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. HARPER remonstrated against the haste 


with which this important measure was urged on. | 


He disclaimed being opposed to relieve the exigen- 


cies of the Government, but wished time to devise | 


the best means of doing so. He then went at same 
length into the subject of finance and banking 


generally ; and after some time gave way to his | 


colleague, 

Mr. COFFIN, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

The tellers reported ayes 86, noes 87. 

Mr. BRIGGS, one of the tellers, stated that two 
gentlemen appeared after the ayes were counted, 
[ Messrs. Ewme of Indiana and Tompson of South 
Carolina;} whereupon, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved for a second count, 
which was ordered, and then the tellers reported— 
ayes 88, noes ‘91; and ` - 

Mr. HARPER proceeded, and occupied the 
floor till 25 minutes to 12 clock; when,. without 


concluding, he gave way to ~~ 


Mr. HAWES, who renewed his motion for the 
committee to rise, but yielded it to ; 

Mr. THOMAS, at his request, who remarked 
that it was better to come to some understanding 
on the subject; and he would suggest that, for the 
mutual convenience of all, they adjourn with the 
determination to take up the subject on Monday, 
al 12 o’clock, and continue in. session till the sub- 
ject was disposed of. Cries of “no,” “no.” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST then addressed the CHAIR, 
who inquired if the gentlemnan from Ohio yielded 
the flcor. = 

Mr. HARPER said he should not do so for any 
other purpose than for a motion to rise. 

Mr. HAWES then made that motion; and the 
tellers announcing the division to be ayes 85, noes 
87, the committee still refused to adjourn, and — 

‘Mr. HARPER continued his remarks for a short 
time, when he yielded to š 

Mr. ROBERTSON, who, after a few remarks in 
support of the expediency of adjourning, made a 
motion that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken at 12 o'clock, and 
the tellers reported ayes 80, noes 83. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. TLARPER again went on for about a mi- 
nute, when : 

Mr. CHAMBERS raised the point of order, that 
it was 12 o’clock at night, and he hoped no one of 
his friends would vote thereafter, and let it be seen 
whether an equal number of men could control an 
equal number. 

Mr. DUNCAN would like also to know whether 
an equal number could coutrol an equal number. 

The CHAIR then cited the decision on a similar 
case, the North Carolina contested election, and 
under that decision he would not decide the pro- 
ceedings estopped, but leave it as a question for the 
judgment of the committee itself. The Crair read 
that case at length, and referred to others embrac~ 
ing the same question. 

Mr. CHAMBERS requested the Cna to make 
a positive decision. i 

The CHAIR accordingly decided according to 
the previous decision of the House. 

Mr. CHAMBERS took an appeal therefrom. 

Mr. POPE moved that the committee rise, for 
the purpose of having the point decided in the 
House by yeas and nays, with the Speaker in the 
Chair. ‘Though he held that Sunday was not a 
legislative day, he was desirous of seeing who 
would so declare by their votes. 

The CEIAIR said the Speaker could not take 
the Chair unless the committee rise. 

Mr, POPE then moved that the committe rise. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the Crair did not un- 
derstand the motion, and the object of it. 

Mr. POPE said the object of his motion was 
merely to obtain a decision of the House, whether 
they were willing to transact business upon the 
Sabbath; and he would be willing then to go into 
committee again, if the House should decide that 
it was proper. 

The CHAIR said no conditions could be annexed 
to the motion; if the committee rose, it must rise 
positively; and the House wonld have it in their 
power to adjourn, er to proceed to any other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. POPE said he had avowed his purpose, and 
he had no other object in view. 
` The vote being taken, the tellers announcing. the 
division to. be—ayes 83, nays 82,, and the 
oe voting in the negative, the question was 
ost.» 

Mr. REED said he had no doubt the House 
might, in a case of necessity: sit upon: the Sabbath; 
but he would ask if this was such a case of ne- 


cessity as would warrant the House in doing so. 


Mr. CUSHMAN said there could be no appeal 
from the decision of the committee. 

The CHAIR said he had decided that it was in 
order to set, and he understood there had been an 
appeal from that decision. ` 

Mr. POPE saidhe had moved that the committee 
rise, for- the purpose of getting. a decision of the 
House, upon the question of order.. The commit- 
tee had decided that they should rise; and the 


-Cuar ought not to have arrested that decision. 
; He would put it to the candor of the Cuan 
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whether he ought to have voted, when the very 
question to be decided was, whether his own de- 
cision was right. He wished it decided whether 
the House should rush to a decision, upon a mat- 
ter of so much magnitude, at that hour of the 
Sabbath. He had always voted for appropriations 
to sustain the Govervment, and intended 10 do so 
now, It was no use to tell him that it would do 
no good to discuss the bill; that debate would de 
no good. It was insulting to the minority. He 
was willing the Government should have the mo- 
ney, but he preferred getting it in some other way; 
and he had moved for the committee to rise, for 
the purpose of having the question decided by 
yeas and nays, and in all fairness and candor, he 
did not think the Cuarr ought to have voted; mo- 
tives of delicacy, at least should have induced 
him to let the question be taken by the House. 
He would never vote for legislating on the Sab- 
bath, unless there was some pressing exigency. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was no privilege 
given to the Carr to vote in such a case. 

[Many voices said it was not denied.] - 

Mr. T. inquired if there was any rule authorizing 
a Cuatnman to vote, unless in case of equal 
division. 

Mr. DUNCAN said it was granted, because it 
was net denied, and the Cuamman had a right to 
vote as much as any other member, 

Mr. POPE saidhe did not pretend that the Cuar 
had nota right to vote, but he contended that he 
ought to have withheld it from mutives of delica- 
cy, upon a rule recognised throughout the civilized 
world, He now wished the Spraxer would take 
the chair, pro tem, to allow the House to vote upon 
the propriety of continuing the session. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the question would be, 
shall the decision of the Cuarr stand in the judgment 
of the House; and as the majority was against 
tne Cuar, he could not say that his decision was 
affirmed. 

The CHAIR said he had voted, because he sup- 
posed he had a right to vote. He had been called 
upon to vote upon another question; and it was 
conceded that if he hada right, it’ was proper to 
vote. It had been said the motion to rise, was for 
the purpose of taking a question by the House. 
No such proposition was made. No such condi- 
tion could be annexed. If the committee had 
risen for that purpose, they could not control the 
action of the House. and it would be competent for 
the House to do any thing else. It was a simple 
motion to rise; and he had no other interest, and no 
other feeling, if he knew his own heart, than be- 
longed to every other member. He thought he had 
a perfect right ta vote, 

Mr. POPE said he was not in the habit of indulg- 
ing in ungenerous remarks; and he would put it to 
the candor of the Crair, whether he not propose to 
rise for a specific purpose, and he had no other ob- 
ject. Ifthe motion should prevail, he would move to 
adjourn, for the purpose of testing the sense of 
the House, and if that motion should be lost, he 
would move to go back into committee. 

Mr. P. then renewed his motion that the commit- 
tee rise. 

Mr. HAYNES requested that the motion might be 
withdrawn, to allow him to make a single obser- 
vation. 


Mr. POPE said he would withdraw it, if the 
gentleman, [Mr. Haynes] would renew it. 

Mr. HAYNES said he could not make the 
pledge, but he only wished to makea single re- 
mark. 

Mr. POPE then declined to withdraw his motion. 

The question was then taken, and the result was 
the same as before, 83 to 82, and, the Curr voting 
in the negative, the motion was rejected. 

The question being on the appeal, 

Mr. HAYNES wished to make the observation 
he had desired to make before, which was this: 
that the right of a member of that House to vote 
was not only a personal but a representative right; 
and it was not only the Caarrman’s right to vote, 
but his dnty. Therefore, according to the doctrine 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, the State of Con- 
necticut, which should have six votes there, would 
have but five. Heremarked that he did not find 
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fault with the gentleman (Mr. Pors] for declining. 


to withdraw his motion. ‘ 

Mr. THOMAS said the question had nothing. to 
do with a question of order. It was merely a ques- 
tion of morals, of propriety, and of patriotism; and 
he suggested that the question of order was not the 
proper mode for the gentleman from Kentucky to 
get at his object. The only way was for the com- 
mittee to rise, unless they should be found without 
a quorum, when it was a rule to rise, and report 
that fact. > 

Mr. EVERETT would not consent to remain 
there unless on a most pressing emergency, and 
notified the House that he should then retire, and 
not return till 11 o’clock Monday morning. 

Mr. BRIGGS made an earnest appeal to the bet- 
ter feelings of the members, to adjourn, and allow 
one, or at most but two days, to further discussion 
on this bill. 

Mr. MORGAN was convinced that no good 
would, or could, arise from remaining in session 
after the Sabbath had commenced; and though on 
any other night he would remain with him who 
staid last, he felt compelled then to move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 83, noes 76; and 
the committee then rose and reported. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. LEWIS simultaneously 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 85, nays 72; and 

So the House adjourned, at quarter past one 
o’clock, a.m. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, May 12, 1838. 

Mr. LINN presented a letter addressed to his 
colleague, in support of the petition of Joseph 
Hoffman, .and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, to which the 
petition had been referred: carried. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of a number of the inhabitants of Sumpter co. Ala. 
remonstrating against duelling, and asking Con- 
gress to take the necessary measures to amend the 


Constitution, so as to disqualify from office any 


persons who shall be engaged ina duel either as 
principals or seconds: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Erie co. Pa. asking Congress to 
hear and decide on the memorial of the Cherokees; 
and if the allegations in it are found to be true, to 
rescind the Cherokee treaty: laid on the table. 

Messrs. SWIFT, and DAVIS presented similar 
memorials, from citizens of their respective States, 
which were also laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the bill to punish the forgery of the Treasury Notes, 
and other securilies of the United States, and the 
same having been considered, and amended, as in 
committee of the whole, was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Hart and Longstreet 
was read the third time; and after some rema s 
from Messrs. Robinson, King, and Preston, it was 

assed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, asking a donation of land 
to, and to aid in the building of, a college: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Edgefield, South Carolina, praying for 
a new mail route: referred to the Commitlee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate went into theconsideration of Execu- 
tive business; after which i 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, May 14, 1838. 
RESCINDING OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON asked the consent of the House to 
submit the following joint resolution: f 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That from and afier the Ist day of June, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight,there shall be no discrimina- 
tion in the kind or description of currency receiva- 


i ble by the Government, for customs, for-the sale of. 


the public lands, or for; any debt or duty-due or. 
owing to the United States. coo entteh on Rents 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky raised the ques- 
tion of order against the. introduction of this reso- 
lution, on che ground that there were already. two 
resolutions of a similar character before the House;: 
one offered by .a gentleman from Ohio, andthe 
other by himself, on the 16th ultimo, pa ah 

The CHAIR said if that was the case, the resolue 
tion could nat be entertained. . : ; 

Mr. BOON explained that he had offered this re- 
solution in obedience, to what he knew to be the 
wiil of his constitu nts, and, further, in compliance 
with the jo’nt resolution of the Legislature of the 
Sta'e of Indiana. . . 

Mr. BRONSON said, if it was.in order, he would 
move a suspension of the rule, {or the purpose of 
considering this resolution. 

The CHAIR ruled it not to be so, but suggested 
that it would be in order to move a suspension, to 
take up the other resolution. 

Mr. BRONSON doubted if there was a resolu- 
tion identical with this before the House. 

The CHAIR referred to it and showed the ob- 
ject to be the same. ; i 

Mr. BOND, who had offered it, expressed his 
perfect readiness to waive his right and yield to the ` 
gentleman from Indiana. , 

The CHAIR remarked that the gentleman could 
only withdraw it on leave of the House, 

Mr. BOND accordingly withdrew it, no objection 
being made. 

Mr. BRONSON then moved a suspension of the 
rules. ; Raise 

Mr. TURNEY rose to object to the withdrawal 
of Mr. Bonp’s resolution, but the Cuar decided it 
to be too late. pe 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
from Indiana would not press this question now. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend, which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 95, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, 
Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, William B, Calhoun, 
John Calhoon, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Everett, 
Evans, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Gallup, James Gar- 
Jand, Rice Garland, James Graham, William Graham, Grant- 
land, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Iawes, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Robert M. T. - 
Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnaon, 
William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kilgore, Lin- 


col, Marvin, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, McKennan, 
Menefee. Morgan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 


: Noyes, Peck, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 


Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, — 
Thompson, Tillinghast, :- Underwood, ‘Albert S. White, John 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williains, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yetl—95. 
NAYS—Messre. Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bu- 
chanan, Cambreleng, Chapman. Clowney, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cushman, Dromgoole, (Duncan, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fry, Glascock, Hammond, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, 
William Hi. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, George M. Keim, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, James M.. Mason, Robert 
McCicllan, McClure, Moore, Murray, Noble, Parker, Paynter, 
bac Hee al Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Reily, Rives, Robert- 
son, Sheffer, Spencer, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Van- 
derveer, Wagener, and Jared W. Williams—53. . 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
Resolutions being in order— 
Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the House to pro- 


| ceed with the public business. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, in order to test: the sense 
of ihe House, moved a suspension of the rules, 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were-—yeas 132, nays 50. 

So the rules were suspended. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, resolved itself jinto Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. INGHAM 
in the Chair, on the “bill to carry into: effect an act 
approved on the 12th day of October, 1837, to 
authorise the issuing of Treasury Notes.” 

The question was on the amendment of Mr, 
ROBERTSON, of Virginia, proposing to substi- 
tute for the whole bill a measure empowering the 
President of the United States to borrow. on*the 
credit of the United States, a sum of $10,000,000; 
at 6 per cent. interest, and reimbursable at the will: 
of the Government. ee 

The pending question was the amendment 9° 


t 
È 
i 
f 


Mt. STEW ART te authorise the issue of Treasury 
Notes to meet the immediate exigencies of the Go- 
‘vernment. > aa 
, Mr. HARPER concluded his remarks in oppo- 
‘sition to the bill. f 
Mr. HAWES then followed, and continued his 
‘observations for a few minutes, when, on account 
‘of severe indisposition, he fainted. -Upon his re- 
covery, he yielded the door; and 


Mr. DUNN proceeded to oppose the bill, and 


went at length into an examination of the messages 
of the President and. the reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for some time past, upon the sub- 
ject of the currency; with a view to point out in- 
consistencies, and to. prove that it had been intend- 
ed from the first to establish a Government bank 
and a Government currency, and that this bill was 
intended, in part, to carry out that. scheme. 

Mr. STEWART . then inquired if there was a 
quorum. 


The CHAIR ‘replied it was manifest there was 


not a quorum, 

Mr. GOODE took the floor, and was going on 
with some remarks in opposition to the bill, when 
he was interrupted by 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, who rose toa 
point of order; and inquired if there was a quorum 
present. Efe-moved a call of the House, for he 
wished to get out of that place before night. 

_Mr. GOODE begged the gentleman to withdraw 
his motion, and allow him to proceed. He would 
not. detain the House long; and feeling compelled 
to make some observations, he would rather do it 
then, than at such an hour as that at which the 
House adjourned on Sunday morning. 

Mr. WILLIAMS consented to withdraw his 
motion, again repeating, that he wanted to go home 
before midnight. 


Mr. GOODE then went at some length into an | 


examination of the messages of the President at 
the special and the present sessions, and into a his- 
tory of thé various propositions of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in order to to show that the pretences 
that something was necessary to be done to relieve 
the wants of the Treasury, all ended in the prose- 
cution of a plan to establish a Sub-Treasury or 
Government bank. “He was willing to afford the 
Government all the money that was necessary to 
carry on its operations, and he would at any time 
vote for supplies, but -he was opposed ‘to the Sub- 
Treasury and to the issuing of Treasury netes. 
Mr. SERGEANT then took the floor, and, after 
complaining of the short notice previous to the in- 
troduction of’ this bill, and of the attempt to hurry 
it through the House, he spoke of errors in the 
statements of the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
rendered them unworthy of confidence as the foun- 


. dation of financial action; and then went at length 


into the discussion of various topics connected with 
the bill, chiefy in reply to the remarks of Mr. 
CaMBRELENG. 

At five o’clock, Mr. SERGEANT gave way to 

Mr. RUSSELL, who moved ‘that the Committee 
rise. ; 

The question being taken, resulted in the nega- 
tive—yeas 79, nays 85. 

Mr. SERGEANT then resumed his remarks, 
and objected to the bill, that it empowered the 
Government to make paper money; whatever 
name it might be called by, whether a loan or not, 
it in fact authorized the creation of money, which 
the public creditor would be compelled to take ; 
and he compared it with the old continental money, 
which he thought the best of the two. This paper 
money, he contended, would pass as a currency, 
and from the first had been intended so to 
pass, and it would be injurious, by causing 
confusion in the currency, and that at the 
very time, when it was said that there was 
a redundancy of paper money; and it would 
tend in the present state of disorder in the currency 
to prevent its returning to order, It was liabie to 
another. objection; it was delusive and seductive, 
and would prevent a due regard to economy, and 
would lead’ to extravagant expenditures, and not 
only.that, but it would be. constantly fluctuating 


like any other paper-money.. He preferred a re- | 
storation of the currency of the country toa sound l 


basis, and would supply the Government by mak- 
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ing a loan from abroad. 

Mr. S. having concluded— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, at half past 5 o’clock, 
moved that the committee rise; which was disa- 
greed to—ayes 90, noes 94. 

- Mr. TILLINGHAST spoke for some time, and 
then gave way a few minutes after 6 o’clock to 

Mc. CRANSTON, who moved that the commit- 
tee rise: lost—ayes 87, noes 93. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST proceeded till near 7 
o’clock, when he gave way; and 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the committee 
rise, and proposed that the bill should be taken out 
of committe to-morrow, and that the final question 
should be taken on the day following, provided 
the previous question should not be called before 
fourfo’clock. 

He made this proposition in a spirit of compro- 
mise, that the House need not be wearied with a 
night session, and that a reasonable time might be 
allowed for the discussion of so important a mea- 
sure. 

The question was taken, and carried in the af- 
firmative—yeas 91, nays 86. 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BRONSON called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, 29 in the aflirmative, and 
128 in the negative. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 14, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, on the 
subject of letter postage: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, seven 
memorials from citizens of Pennsylvania against 
the treaty of New Echota:. laid on the table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Amos Nor- 
throp, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Vermont, remonstrating against 
the Cherokee treaty: laidon the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Stoneham, Massachusetts, on the 
same subject: also laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from Solo- 
mon Class,a mail contractor, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation for carrying the mail be- 
tween Pontiac and Saganaw, in the State of Mi- 
chigan, and a similar petition from Benjamin F, 
Fox, another mail contractor, praying for an‘in- 
crease of compensation for carrying the mail be- 
tween Detroit and Howell in the same State. 
Mr. N. said, that in. both of these cases, the con- 
tract was to carry the mail on horseback; but the 
mails on both routes soon became too large to be 
transported in that mode, and had to be carried in 
wagons. They were both strong cases, calling for 
an increase of compensation, or for a release of 
the contractors from their present ruinous contracts. 
He would take the occasion to add, that he con- 
sidered it unfortunate that the new law concerning 
the Post Office establishment, had divested | the 
Postmaster General of all discretionary authority 
upon this subject. 'To the new States, at least, in 
which the weight of the mails generally increased 
so rapidly, it was important that he should have 
retained that authority. The petitions were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for running the northeastern boundary line 
of the United: States; and after some remarks from 
Mr. WILLIAMS, it was, by general consent, read 
twice and referred. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate took up 
the joint resolution for the relief of Vespasian Ellis; 
and the same having been considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. - ; 

DISTRICT BANKS, 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken 
up as the unfinished. business; the question being 
on Mr. BUCHANAN’S amendment, requiring the 
banks to keep on hand an amount of coin equal to 
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one-quatter of that of their private deposites, ex- 
cluding special déposites, in addition to coin equal 
to one-quarter the amount of their. circulation, as 
in the bill— ; f 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke for some time against 
the amendment; after which, 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in favor of 
the principle contained in it, and concluded by 
moving to amend it by striking out the word “ pri- 
vate;” which motion was lost—ayes 13, noes 15. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama spoke in favor of the 
amendment; and after some remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN in further explanation of it, the 
debate was conjinued by Messrs. HUBBARD and 
BUCHANAN in favor of the amendment, and by 
Mr. RIVES in opposition to it; but before taking 
any question, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toxrspay, May 15, 1838. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, Jaid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
enclosing a list of the names of all pension agents, 
the amounts paid by them, ete. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, laid on the table; 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of J. G. Lyon and others of the city of 
Mobile; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Roger Leonar- 
dy, praying indemnity for losses of cattle during 
the Seminole war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the joint memorial of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Alabama, praying remu- 
neration for losses sustained in consequence of the 
war with the Creek Indians; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petition of Amos C. Wright, re- 
Ponten the following resolution; which was concur- 
red in: rae : 

Resolved, That the. Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Amos C. Wright, and that the same, with 
accompanying documents, be referred to the Third 
Auditor for settlement, under the existing laws. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Rebecea Conly, 
which was Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, the Committee on 
Pablic Lands was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Captain E. Shaler and 
others, praying for a grant of land for extraordinary 
services during the war; and the same was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Elisha Smith, which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Mussey and Thomas James. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revoli- 
tionary Claims, reported with an amendment, Be- — 
nate bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
William Russwurm, deceased. ` 


Mr. SIIEPPERD, from the same eommittee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of —— Nick, alias Reginald Hillay. 


Mr. BIRDSALL, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of-Peter Vroman, of New York, 
(praying the redemption, by the Government of the 
United States, of $1,400: continental money) and 
that it lie on the table: agreed to. 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported Senate bill supplementary. to the 
act providing for the adjustment of titles to land in 
the town of Deiroit, in the Territory of Michigan, 
and for other purposes, and moved that it be laid 


“on the table. 


Mr. CRARY appealed. to the gentleman not fo 
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I aan 
press that motion, but permit the bill to take the 
usual course. : ; 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio also joined in the 
request; and ` 

Mr. MAY accordingly moved the commitment 
of the bill; which was agreed to. è 3 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of M. P. Le 
Due; and the petitioner had leave to withdraw the 
same. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, to which was referred the petition ‘of the 
inhabitants of Somerset county, Maine, praying 
the refunding of certain duties on imported hay, 
reported unfavorably on the same; which was laid 

n the table. : 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the invest- 
ment of moneys received or appropriated for the 
use of Indians or Indian tribes. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE, from the Committee on the 
Militia, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the report 
and bill reported by the Committee on the Militia 
be printed for the use of the House. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one'day, but Mr. S. moved its adoption. 

Mr. YELL objected to its consideration at this 
time. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE, therefore, moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, but the House refused; 82 to 
47—not two-thirds. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a 
pension to Frances Jones, widow of John Jones, of 
the State of Virginia. 

RECISION OF TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON then rose and said that, however he 
might regret the temporary interruption to other 
business, he felt constrained again to ask the leave 
of the House to introduce the resolution submitted 
by him yesterday. [See last evening’s Globe.] 

The CHAIR stated that, on examining the ca- 
landar, he found thereon a resolutien on the same 
subject, and he suggested to the gentleman that he 
had better move to tale that one up. 

Mr. BOON accordingly moved to take the reso- 
lution submitted by Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 
on the 16th of April; which was in the following 
words: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
force or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches 
of the revenue (either from the sales of the public 
lands, or from any other source) of the United 
States shail be collected. 

Mr. BOON and Mr. BRONSON suggested that 
the resolution was a distinct proposition from that 
submitted yesterday, which was a joint one. The 
former remarking that one specified the kind of 
money to be received, which the other did not. 

The CHAIR ruled otherwise, on the ground that 
the subject it referred to was the same. f 

Objection being made to take up the resolution— 

Mr. BOON moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, called tor the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. f 

Mr. CASEY moved a call of the House, which 
was refused. 

The House also refused to suspend the rules— 
yeas 94, nays 76, not two-thirds, as follows: 


vaYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John "W 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, Boggs, Bronson, 
Wiliam B. Cathoun, John Calhoon, William B. Carter, Ca- 
sey, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crary, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Poster, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Halstead, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Jabez Jackson, Kilgore, Marvin, samson Ma- 
zon, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Montgomery, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Patterson, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Robin- 
son, Russell, Sergeant, A. II. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Suyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferre, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Vanderveer, A. S. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Willams, Sherrod Wil 
Tiams, Joa. i Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Yell, 
and Yorke—94. > s 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, ‘Andrews; Atherton „Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead; Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Chapman, Clowney, Craig, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, James Gar- 
land, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Griff, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ing- 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, James M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McCtel- 
lan, McClure, Mitler, Morgan, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Reily, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, 
Sheffer, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus. Toucey, Tur- 
ney, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and 
Jared W. Williams—76 

Mr. BOON then gave notice that he should renew 
this proposition every day until the House acted 
upon it. 

TREASURY NOTES. ; 

“The House then, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, again went into Committee on the Union, 
Mr. Incuam in the Chair, on the bill to carry into 
effect the actof the 13th of October last, autho- 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 

The question was on the substitute of Mr. Ro- 
BERTSON to authorize the raising of aloan of ten 
millions of dollars, at six per cent. with the amend- 
ment of Mr. Sruart to authorize an issue of Trea- 
sury notes to the amount of two millions of dol- 
lars, to provide for the immediate exigencies of the 
Government. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST concluded his remarks in 
opposition to the bill, but avowed himself willing 
to vote for a loan. 

Mr. BIDDLE obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. CUSHMAN, who made a very ‘interesting 
statement in response to the oft-repeated charge in 
relation to the Branch Bank of the United States at 
Portsmouth, and in explanation of the whole occur- 
rence, and the part taken therein by himself, Go- 
vernor Hill, Secretary Woodbury, and others. 

Mr. BIDDLE then proceeded. to oppose the bill 
at length; and first, to review the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, (in relation to paying 
members of Congress in specie,) made in response 
toa resolution of Mr. B. at the late called session. 
Mr. B. then replied to Mr. Ruerr, and went into 
an examination of the principles of finance and 
banking, as connected with the circulation and use 
of specie, and in relation to the action of the Go- 
vernment thereon. 

Mr. BELL then took the floor, and went at 
length into various arguments in opposition to the 
bill, and spoke of the different statements of the 
President and Secretary of the Treasury, and of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as wholly deceptive; as also, he con- 
tended, were the bill and its title deceptive, and 
wilfully intended to impose upon the community. 
The statements of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means that there were funds in hand 
to redeem the Treasury notes, and that a perma- 
nent loan was unnecessary, he contended were not 
correct, and went into statements to show that the 
income would not be as great as was anticipated, 
and that the funds alluded to would not be avail- 
able. 

Mr. B. contended that the revenue had been re- 
duced within a few years, by the action of the coun 
try, from forty-eight millions to ten, or twelve, or 
at most to fifteen millions; and said that he con- 
sidered the state of the country prosperous, though 
it had been called bloated, when the revenue was 
so large, and had enabled the country to pay off 
the public debt, and place twenty-eight millions of 
surplus in the hands of the States. 
scheme of issuing Treasury notes now, was only 
an experiment upon the people, to sec how far such 
issues might becarried, and was an attempt to esta- 
blish, in effect, a Treasury bank, by whatever name 
it might be called. He alleged that the Govern- 
ment was the cause of the expansion of bank 
paper, and read from speeches and from “ the offi- 
cial organ” to prove that encouragements had been 
held out to States to charter new banks; and espe- 
cially, that Pennsylvania was encouraged to char- 
ter a large institution, by the hope heid out, that 
it would become the central depositary of the 
public moneys; and he considered this the worst 
instance of bribery and corruption ever held out 
by any Government, or individual, to. be found in 
the history of bribery. He went into an argument; 
founded on the condition. of finances in-the South- 


He said the. 


western States, to show the excessive issues had 
been induced by the action of-the’ Government, in 


| relation to the affairs of banks, and the sale of the 
: public lands. 


The. most extraordinary. facilities 
had been held out tothe: banks to induce: them’ to 
expand, and Indian lands, almost to’ ‘the destruc 
tion of the Chickasaw nation, had been brought in- 
to the market to encourage- speculation; and. when 
every thing:was atthe highest state of trade ‘and 
speculation, in consequence of: this action, it was’ 
suddenly arrested. Banks were denounced, specu- 
lation was condemned, the Specie Circular was is~ 
sued, and the weight of the injury fell upon the 
proscribed’ States of Mississippi and Alabama. 
He also alluded to various: expenditures, and ar- 
gued that the Government had not been governed, 
notwithstanding their professions, by any system of 
practical economy. The expenditures, he said, 
had been extravagant, and in many cases useless. 

Mr. B. then spoke of internal improvements, 
and said the Cumberland Road bill had been pre- 
sented as a test question, and he had been particu - 
larly pointed at in the debate on that bill. Hehad 
never, during the eleven years that he had been in 
Congress, voted for any appropriation for internal 
improvement—not even for the improvement of 
a river that run by his own door, or for the 
construction of a road that run through the 
place of. his residence; and he: said that the 
very party now in power, which had condemned 
the doctrine of internal improvements,had increased. 
the expenditure from a quarter of a million to over 
two millions; and that now, notwithstandingfthe re- 
commendation to reduce the appropriations as low 
as possible, on account of the state of the Treasury 
and currency, the President had recommended ap- 
propriations for internal improvements‘ to the 
amount of nineteen hundred thousand dollars. 
He then went into a review of the division of: 
the parties as respected breaches of privilege, to 
show that these test votes were generally delusive 
and deceptive; and that with the changes of the times 
the sentiments and votes of members would change 
also. He adverted to the graduation and pre- 
emption schemes, as recommended by the Presi 
dent, which was designed as a test in the new 
States; and, after dwelling on these and other to- 
pics for some time, he concluded by expressing his 
solemn conviction. that the bill under consideration 
was but the initiatory step of a general system that 
was in anticipation by the present Administration— 
the establishment of a Government bank, and the 
issue and circulation of Government paper.: 

Mr. RANDOLPii followed on the same. ‘side, 
and went into a review of the causes of our present 
embarrassments, and those in England, and by a 
contrast between the bank paper circulation in. 
both countries went on to contend that ours did 
not arise altogether from excess of issue, or from 
any of the causes assigned by the President in: his 
message atthe special session. Mer. R. ascribed them 
to a different source, viz: to the enormous body of: 
office seekers who left their homes to seek employ- 
ment under General Jackson, after his first elec- 
tion. This unhinged the whole pre-existing state 
of things, and, the President being regarded as the 
only fountain of honor and profit, uprooted the 
antecedent principles of our Government. This 
position Mr. R. illustrated and sustained at length, 
and had not concluded when our columns were 
closed. aa 


[The Treasury Note bill was. brought into the 
House between seven and eight o’clock, the seve- 
ral amendments being informally acted upon for 
the purpose of being offered in the House, when 
a more full and detailed account of them. will be 
given. The House then adjourned, without transe- 
acting any further business.} 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, May 15, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments, and the General Post Office, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the Senate of the 29th of 
December last, requiring: information with regard 
to the salaries of the various clerks employed in 
said Departments; and, os ee 


table, and ordered to be printed. - 
_. THE CHEROKEE TREATY. | 

Mr. DAVIS ‘presented several: memorials in re- 
lation to the Cherokee ‘treaty, praying for its revi- 
sion and répeal: laid on the table. ~~ f 

Mr. McKEAN presented several memorials on 
the same subject; which were disposed of in the 
same manner. ; 

.Mr. LUMPKIN arose, and addressed the Senate 
to the following effect: 

Mr. Presipenr: I hold in my hand a letter ad- 
dressed to me by Mr. John Ridge, a Cherokee 
man, of the country West. This letter contains 
much interesting and detailed information in re- 
gard to the present state and condition of the Che- 
rokee people, and affords a fair view of the pros- 
pects which await these people, if they could be 
permitted to enter into the possession of the advan- 
tages secured to them by the treaty of 1835. It is 
my wish, sir, to read this letter for the information 
of the Senate and of the country. Iwill add, that 
I have numerous letters from highly respectable 
Cherokees who have settled in the West, which go 
to sustain fully all the views and statements of Mr. 
Ridge.. The propriety of introducing and reading 
this letter I trust will not be controverted, when 
we take into consideration the presént actual state 
of our Cherokee affairs. aot 

It is known that the Government, in December, 
1835, entered into an arrangement or treaty with a 
numerous and intelligent delegation of the Chero- 
kee people. Under which arrangement it was sti- 
pulated and agreed that the whole people should 
emigrate from the East to the West, under the care 
and. superintendence of the Government of the 
United States, on or before the 23d of the pre- 
sent month, Way, 1838; and several thousand of 
them, including the most intelligent, have already 
emigrated, and taken up their abodes in their new 
country, where they are qniet, happy, and content- 
ed, and are anxious to see the balance of their 
tribe join them in the’ West, and participate in 
their rich inheritance. Among the emigrants are 
Mr. Ridge, the writer of the letter to which I have 
referred, who is a man of strong native mind, im- 
proved by cultivation and education. He is a 
man of great integrity of character, whose lofty 
spirit became restless under the conflicts and con: 
troversies of his people with the State Govern- 
ments, which terminated in the annihilation of the 
Cherokee Government.’ Under these circumstances 
Mr. Ridge and his friends yielded to the force of 
circumstances, choosing to abandon’ their country 
rather than be deprived of their native right to self 
government; and Mr. Ridge became the indepen- 
dent advocate of emigration, as the best hope of 
securing to his people the boon of liberty and inde- 
pendence, And now, with a prudent and intelli- 
gent forecast, he looks to a more honorable and en- 
» deared relation to the Government of the United 
States, as the only rational hope of perpetuating the 
existence of the native American. race. 

But; sir, by the indulgence of the Senate I will 
read the letter of Mr. Ridge referred to, and to sus- 
tain the truth of which I have in my possession 
ample testimony. 

[Leave being granted, Mr. L. read as follows:] 

Sours Lex, Berxsnme Co. Mass. 
May 7, 1838. 

My Frexp: While I was in New York, I re- 
ceived your kind letter of the 25th ult. in answer 
to mine, for which I am greatly indebted to you. 
It was my desire to have: visited Washington, in 
order to have the pleasure of a personal interview 
with you, and also to see the result of the great 
Indian bill, now in a course of discussion in the 
Senate, but the period I have set apart to return 
to my country is- the first of June, and I have but 
a short time’ to spend among my wife’s relations. 

T did not write.as fully as the interesting subject 
of the Cherokee removal, and thenature of the coun- 
try, demanded,.as T then believed I should see you, 
Now you will allow. me to relate my opinion of 
our. country in the West, and the situation of our 
people. Ei 3 a 

‘The treatycis so liberalin its provisions for the 
comfortable'temoval of the Cherokees, that I have 
heard no complaints on ‘that head, but the highest 


satisfaction. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was ‘laid on the 
; ~ |F boats in the spring of the year, passed with so 
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much despatch, that most of them planted corn, 
and raised considerable- crops. You know that 
good and exemplary christian, Mr. Charles Moore. 
He said that he planted in the month of June, and 
raised a greater crop of beans, pumpkins, and 
corn, than-he ever did in Georgia under the most 
favorable circumstances. He said that “the land 
in the West was so rich, that he could compare it 
to nothing else than a fattened hog, which was so 
fat that he could not get up.” Ihave travelled ex- 
tensively in that country—once, from my residence, 
near-thée corner of Missouri and Arkansas, to Fort 
Smith, through Flint district, where I had the plea- 
sure of beholding fine springs of water, excellent 
farms, and comfortable houses, and mills and mis- 
sion schools, belonging to the Cherokees, and every 
evidence of prosperity and happiness was-to be 
seen among the Cherokees as a people. I sawa 
number who had previously arrived, and who ar- 
rived since I had, and I heard but one’sentiment— 
that they were happy and contented in their new 
country. Indeed, the soil 
rich, and well timbered, and the navigation 
of the Arkansas river affords them superior com- 
mercial advantages to what they enjoyed in the 
East. J joked with the people, and asked them if 
they would return to Georgia, even if they could 
be re-established in their ancient rights and loca- 
tion in that country? They invariably said, No, by 
no means! Nothing would induce them to return. 
But they sincerely wished that the eyes of their 
countrymen might be opened, and break from the 
delusions of John Ross and his political tools, and 
escape to this good land. I think in this direction, 
I travelled over eighty-eight miles of the nation in 
a straight line. After this, I visited the newly ac- 
quired Jand, called neutral, which was added to 
our country west, by the treaty of New Echota. I 
rode over it about two days, and I their found Mr. 
Joseph Rogers, our Cherokee friend from the Cha- 
tahoochy, pleasantly situated in the finest region of 
country Lever beheld on any landin the United 
States. The streams here, of allsizes from the 
river to the brooks, run swiftly over clear stones 
and pebbles, and the water is clear as crystal, 
in which excellent fish abound in vast numbers. 
The soil is diversified, from the best prairie lands 
to the best bottom Jands in vast tracts. Never did 
I see a better location for settlements, and better 
springs in the world. God has thrown his favors 
here witha broad cast. Fn this region are nume- 
rous mills, and itis of itself capable of supportinga 
larger population than the whole Cherokee nation. 
Qn my return, I travelled towards Fort Gibson, 
seventy-five miles, in another direction, and I found 
the richness of the soil, and natural advantages, 
far superior to any other country in my travels, In 
this trip, 1 visited Parkhill mission, where the 
Rev. Mr. Worcester and Mr. Boudinot are loca- 
ted, and are engaged in the translation and publi- 
cation of useful religious- books in the Cherokee 
language, and also Choctaw books* prepared 
by the Choctaw missionaries. But what pleased 
me more, and which was a new thing here, 
in this country, those gentlemen had publish- 
ed a christian almanac, in Cherokee and English, 
calculated for the meridian of Fort Gibson! I found 
this extensively in circulation among the Cherokees; 
and in fact, I was pleased to find, that religious 
tracts in the Indian language, on the shelves of full- 
blooded Cherokees, and every one knew and seem- 
ed to love, the “messenger,” as they call Mr. Wor- 
cester. I very often met with new emigrants from 
the eastern nation, either arriving, or settling the 
country, or on their way to Fort Gibson, to draw 
the balance of their dues for their lands and im- 
provements. These new comers were formerly of 
opposite parties in the old nation; there was no 
disposition to quarrel, but every disposition manifes- 
ted to cultivate friendship, and’ rejoice together in 
the possession of this country. ; 

J had the pleasure of heing introduced to General 
Arbuckle, commanding at Fort Gibson, and I 
found him to-be-an excellent man, of fine personal 
appearance, and intelligence. He informed me 
thatthe country next. to the Osages, ‘on. the Verdi- 
gris, was the best in the country; and was yet un- 


is so exceedingly © 


Settled; so you perceive that I ‘am greatly pleased 
with our new country. Most all the intelligent 
men of our nation, our supreme judges, our she- 
riffs, our marshals, our legislators, and our national 
treasurer, are, you are aware, already removed; 
and all are engaged in the building of houses and 
the opening of farms. Many of the Cherokees 
htave turned.their attention to merchandising, and 
some have supplied themselves with goods from 
New Orleans and New York, besides other places 
more convenient to the nation. . 

Many of the Christian Cherokees are engaged in 
the organization of schools and temperance socie- 
ties; and there isno danger, as ‘some supposed, that 
the Cherokees would indulge so much in the chase 
as to retrograde from civilization. And have also 
the pleasure of informing you, that the utmost 
friendship and tranquillity prevails between the In- 
dians and the citizens of the United States, not only 
those who live at the military stations, but those of 
your citizens who reside in Missouri and Arkansas, 
near the Cherokee nation. In the best state of 
friendship they visit and trade together on both 
sides of the line, to their mutual advantage. In 
addition to this, we have excellent saline springs, 
where salt is made by the Cherokees. I was told 
Judge Martin was about to commence to work at 
one of these salines. In regard to the health of the 
country, I find that it is good on the small water 
courses, and it is only on the larger waler courses 
that the fever and ague prevails among new set- 
tlers. But itis somewhat singular, that whenever 
a Cherokee arrives in the country, wherever that 
might be, he cannot be induced to change his loca- 
tion for a better. He will say that there is either 
no better, or that his place is as good as he wants 
itto be. i 

If the people ef the United States could only. see 
our condition in the West, they wouid no longer 
assist John Ross to delude the poor, ignorant por- 
tion of our people to remain in the East, while he 
can speculate on their miseries. 

The Cherokee Government in the West is very 
much like it was in the old nation before it was 
suppressed by the States, 

They have an Executive, Legislature, and a Judi- 
ciary; and trial by jury. 

I fect happy to ascertain that a majority of the 
Senate entertain such magnanimous views towards 
the well-being of the Indians in future. Removed 
as they are from State jurisdiction and conflict, 
with the rich advantages of christianity and civili- 
zation, the Choctaws, Cherokees, Chickasaws, 
Creeks, and other nations, are destined to become 
a mighty and a happy people in the West. I am 
truly pleased to find that our neighbor Senator 
Sevier stands by your side in this great under- 
taking. That was a happy thought of his, in calling 
the Indian Territory “ Neosho.’ It means, in the 
Osage language, the “‘ Clear Waters.” 

I shouid be. glad to receive the documents con- 
nected with that bill, and all the important speeches 
upon the subject. 

While I was in New York, I found that the 
religious community were entirely bewildered by 
John Ross, and the party slang of their papers. 
Instead of viewing the late treaty as a blessing to 
the Cherokees, and as a mode of reliefto the suf- 
fering Cherokees, they considered it the source of 
all their afflictions. I attempted to explain: John 
Ross’s position in the papers; and many of them 
are convinced that the treaty and its friends.are in 
the right; but a great many are still bewildered. 
They believe that John Ross is the nation; and 
could he succeed to break the treaty, the whole 
of the Southern States would retire from their juris- 
dictional charters. 

ĮI sometimes feel afraid that all is not right in 
these editors of newspapers. It would seem that 
they would be. willing to: have the Indians resist 
and shed blood, and produce a Florida scene, in or- 
der to render their Government odious. They 
seem, to be pleased to have money expended to sup- 

ress Indian hostilities, and then blame the Govern- 
ment for the expenses.” They well know that the 
Indians cannot exist in the States; and all they 
ean possibly accomplish by their memorials, is to 
assist John Ross to effect a treaty, the character of 


| which is buried deep in his breast. They all know 


that in the East the Cherokees have no Govern- 
ment, and have had no elections for nine years 
past; and yet John Ross is, in their estimation, a 
constitutional chief over all the Cherokees; and if 
the President refuses to recognise this preposterous 
claim, and determines to see that all the Cherokees 
shall share alike from the avails of their jand, then 
they proclaim him a monster, and John Ross the 
Cherokee christian. 

I shall remain here to the fitst of June; and I will 
be obliged to you for another letter before I start for 
the West. I am your friend. 

JOHN RIDGE. 
Gov. WiLson Lumprin. ; 

Thus, sir, you have the views of a man, than 
whom none is better qualified to judge, or more 
entitled to full credit. Now, sir, what a contrast 
does this letter of facts present, when compared 
with the idle, silly, and false sympathy set forth in 
the memorials and petitions with which we are 
daily inundated—coming from a distant people, 
who are obviously ignorant of the merits of the 
subject with which they are impertinenily inter- 
meddling. Yes, sir, these memorialists are made 
to complain upon a subject upon which, from the 
nature of things, they care and know but little. 
Sir, these good, religious memorialists are brought 
in as auxiliaries to a political cause. The obvious 
object is to bring odium and censure on the admi- 
nistration of your Government. l aspire not to 
the honor of those who are the organs of such 
petitioners. Sir, I am the friend of liberty and 
individual rights. ‘To petition, speak, write, and 
publish, is guarantied to the American citizen by 
the Constitution of our country. I would abridge 
none of these rights. But I am the avowed op- 
ponent of the impertinent intermeddling of one 
section of our country with the local concerns of 
another section. And, sir, when in my closet, I 
sometimes tremble for the ultimate destiny of my 
country, when I trace the progress and movements 
of the present times. 

We are justly and properly considered a christian 
people. The Constitutions of our country all re- 
cognise the Bible as a book of Divine origin and 
revelation, and none can have a higher regard and 
veneration for that standard of religion than my- 
self. But in the formation of our Constitution, 
great care was taken not to blend Church and 
State; a religious'party in politics, such as these peti- 
tioners on the Cherokee subject, was never contem- 
plated by the framers of our Constitution. But 
with all our guarranties of liberty of conscience, 
what is the present state of facts? Look at the 
journals and proceedings of both Houses of Con- 
gress during the present session. All other busi- 
ness dwindles into mere items, when compared 
with the mass of matter, forced on the attention of 
Congress by a concert of professed christian spirits, 
who are countenanced, encouraged, and sus- 
tained by highly talented:men of the politi- 
cal party, who are opposed to the present 
Administration of the Federal Government. 
And these pious people take the liberty, upon all 
occasions, of dealing out denunciation and con- 
demnation upon the Government of their country. 
And yet, when conclusive testimony is introduced 
to expose their error, the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Davis] complains of the want of respect 
to these petitioners. The letter of Mr. Ridge read 
by me, has nothing in it unkind or uncourteous to 
these people, unless the exposure of their errors 
and ignorance upon this Indian subject may be so 
considered. Compare the severity and sent'ments 
of these memorials, levelled against the Govern- 
ment to help out a political party, with this letter ; 
and I may safely appeal to any tribunal for an 
award in favor of Mr. Ridge, upon the score of 
moderation, when compared with this christian 
party in politics. Mr. Ridge’s letter certainly gives 
him much the strongest claim to a christian spirit 
of moderation and truth. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts under- 
takes to justify his complaining constituents and 
memorialists upon the ground that their complaints 
are confined to the validity of the late treaty. 
Moreover, the Senator informs us that he has 
never considered the treaty a valid one; that it was 
made with á small number of unauthorized indi- 


viduals of the Cherokee people, and that fifteen or 
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sixteen thousand Cherokees have remonstrated 
against the treaty during the present session of 
Congress. Upon this subject I will give the Sena- 
tor and the Senate correct information. I wish 
the whole truth to be known to the country. The 
numerical majority of the whole Cherokee people 
has for many years been under the influence of 
Mr. Ross and his party; and, therefore, I have no 
doubt but a majority of the whole Cherokee peo- 
ple, if they had been consulted, would have joined 
Ross in dissenting to the treaty. But it is equally 
true that a majority of the Cherokees who. pos- 
sessed a sufficient share of intelligence to compre- 
hend the subject, were decidedly in favor of the 
treaty; and are now happy and satisfied in the en- 
joyment of the benefits and advantages secured to 
them and their people under the provisions of the 
treaty. 

My opinion of Indian treaties is known to the 
Senate. But I would ask, when was thelvalidity 
of an Indian treaty, before this, tested by being 
submitted to the whole mass of an Indian people, 
men, women, and children? A new test has been 
introduced to try the validity of this treaty: it is to 
be tested upon the broadest principles of Demo- 
cracy. It ought to be sufficient to satisfy the wise 
and the good, every where, that this treaty was ne 
gotiated, on behalf ot the Cherokees, by the most 
intelligent and patriotic men that ever negotiated 
an Indian treaty, and that it secures to the whole 


| people more signal advantages than were ever be- 


fore secured to an Indian people, by any treaty 
heretofore entered into by this Government. This 
treaty dispenses equal justice to the rich and poor, 
without favor or partiality to a solitary individual. 

One word, sir, upon the subject of the remon- 
strance of the fifteen thousand Cherokees, against 
the execution of the treaty. Including every Indian 
soul, now in the Cherokee country East, their 
number cannot amount to fifteen thousand—the 
whole of the men, women, and children, including 
the infants at the breast, and they do not amount to 
that number. Here then, Mr. President, we have 
a forcible illustration of the imposition practised 
upon honorable Senators, who become the organs 
of the fashionable petitioners of the present day. Sir, 
the facts which I state are susceptible of proof, 
before any tribunal whatever. I, therefore, hope 
we shall hear no more about the fifteen thousand 
Cherokee complainants. 

But, sir, I could bear with patience and compo- 
sure all this delusion and ignorance, and imperti- 


nent intermedling, but for the apprehended mis- | 


chief and evil which the opponents of the Govern- 
ment are likely to bring upon the poor Cherokees 
themselves, and for whom they profess to feel such 
strong sympathy. The opponents of the Govern- 
ment, and their pious friends, will not Jet the 
Indians go. Every expedient has been resorted to 
for the purpose of preventing these people from 
entering into their goodly inheritance. I fear noth- 
ing will satisfy the tender mercies of those who are 
intermedling with this subject, bué another Indian 
war. It requires an extraordinary share of philo- 
sophy to exercise composure under such provoca- 
tions as are directly addressed to the Southern peo- 
ple from day to day in this chamber, under the 
humble garb of petition. But, sir, I will not in- 
dulge in further remarks on this subject at present; 
for I cannot do so without feelings which I do not 
wish to cherish. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Agnes Dudley; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, reported a bill imposing a duty on imported 
starch; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to esta- 
blish and regulate the navy ration, reported the 
same with amendments. 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
large number of citizens of North Carolina, and a 
memorial from the same, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the purpose of improving the navigation 


of 


- Sóund:. referred to the Committèe. on 
Commerce. en a 

The bill to punish counterfeiting Treasury notes 
and other securities of the United Stales, and the 
joint resolution for the relief of Vespasian P. Ellis, 
were severally read the third time and passed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the’ following resolu 
tion, and asked ‘for its immediate consideration, — 
but this requiring the unanimous consent'of the 
Senate, and Mr. TALLMADGE objecting, it lies 
over one day. ` a ee 

Resolved, 'That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia procure and report to the Senate: state- 
ments of the condition of the several banks in’ the 
District of Columbia that have applied foran ex- 
tension of their charters, in regard to the following 
particulars: ` 

1. The names of the officers and directors of the 
banks, the amonnt of stock owned by each, and 
the debts due from each to the banks respectively, 
discriminating between the executive, legislative, 
and judicial officers of the Government among 
them, and also between residents and non-residents. 

2. The stockholders of the banks respectively, 
the amount of stock owned by each, and of debts 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

3. The debtors to the banks respectively, and 
the amount due from each, discriminating as above. 

4. The number of suits that the banks respec- 
tively have instituted against their debtors since the 
suspension of specie payments, and the amount 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia, the ques- 
tion being on the amendment offered by Mr. BU- 
CHANAN, and explained in yesterday’s report. 

Messrs. NILES and BENTON, severally ad- 
dressed the Senate in favor of the principle con- 
tained in the amendment; after which, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the bill on the table, 
to give time to obtain the information called for by 
the resolution submitted by him this morning, and 
in consideration of the absence and indisposition 
of the Senator who submitted the pending amend- 
ment. 

This motion was decided in the negative—yeas 
15, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Trotter, and Williams—15. mee 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White— 
23. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business; after 
which, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTA TIVES, 
Wepnespay, May 16, 1838. 
RECISSION OF TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON rose and said, pursuant to the notice 
he had given yesterday, he moved a suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose of taking up the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Wittianus of Kentucky for one hour, 
adding that he understood that gentleman would 
modify it, if it should be received, by adopting that 
of Mr. B. 

The resolution was as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
force or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches 
of the revenue (either from the sales of the public 
lands or from any other source) of the United 
States shall be collected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that having been inform- 
ed some gentlemen voted against the suspension of 
the rules yesterday, because they disapproved of 
the phraseology of this resolution, he. gave.no- 


tice that if the House assented to the motion of the 
gentleman from Indiana, he would so modify his 
resolution as to make it a joint one, without any 
reference to the Committee of ‘Ways and Means. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked for the yeas and nays, 
but, on dividing the House, no quorum appearing, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House, which 
- Was ordered, and, after proceeding for some time, 
_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. moved to dispense with 
it; the House then refused, but, after proceeding 
further, the motion was renewed by Mr. MARVIN, 
and prevailed. 

‘The question was then takeh on suspending the 
rules, ‘and decided in the negative—yeas 111, nays 


A joint resolution from the Senate, for the relief 
of Vespasian Ellis, was taken up, read twice, and, 
en motion of Mr. WISE, ordered to its third read- 
ing, and then read a third time and passed. 

The Senate bill to authorize the sale of certain 
bonds [of the Bank. of the United States] belonging 
to the United States, was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Hard and Long- 
street was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
MONTGOMERY, referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The Senate bill to amend the act more effectu- 
ally to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United. States, and for other purposes, 
was also read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee and Mr. HAR- 
LAN of Kentucky, severally had leave to with- 
draw some papers relating to private claims. 

Mr. LINCOLN and Mr. SOUTHGATE - ap- 
pealed to the House to take up the motion to print 
10,000: extra copies of the militia report; but it 
was objected to. 

i TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the rules 
were suspended, and the House took up the “bill to 
carry into effect an act approved the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1837, to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” reported last evening, from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

-The bill, as. reported, was in the following 
words: _ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States,- is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued, according to the provisions of 
an act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber last, in place of such notes as have been, or 
may be, issued under the authority of the act 
aforesaid, and which have. been, or may hereafter 
be, paid into the Treasury and cancelled. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend tho bill, 
by inserting between the 5th and 6th lines, after 
the word “provisions,” “ and. subject to all the 
conditions, limitations, and restrictions;” which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. C. moved to add the penal clause of the 
former bill against counterfeiting, ete ; but, after 
some conversation with Mr. HOFFMAN, he with- 
drew it, explaining that he himself did not deem Jt 
necessary; but as others did, he had submitted it in 
deference to them. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then renewed his amend- 
ment offered in Committee, modifying it so as to 
embrace also the substance of one submitted. by 
Mr. MENEFEE, as follows: À 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, with the approbation of the 
President, to borrow, on the credit of the United 
States, from time to time, such sums as the Presi- 
dent may. consider requisite for the public service 
of the enrrent year, not exceeding in the whole 
~~ millions of dollars, at a rate of interest not 
exceeding six’ per centam per annum, payabie 
quarter-yearly, reimbursable at the will of the Uni 
ted States,-or at stich periods.as may be stipulated, 
not..exceeding ~ fromthe ——— day of 
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3 to be applied, in addition {9 the moneys | 
now in the Treasury, or which may be received 
therein from other sources during the present year, 
to defray any public expenditures which are or may 
be authorized by law. The stock thereby created 
Shall be transferable at the Treasury of. the United 
States, under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall prescribe; which regulations 
shall be published in such manner as he shall 
direct. And it ishereby declared, That it shall be 
deemed a good execution of the said power to bor- 
row, for the Secretary of the Treasury, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States, te 
cause to be constituted certificates of stock, signed 
by the Register of the Treasury, for the sum bor- 
rowed, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest, 
payable as aforesaid, not exceeding ——- per 
centum per annum, transferable and reimbursable 
as aforesaid, provided said stuck shall not be sold 
under par. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then proceeded to reply to Mr. 
RHETT; and having done so, propounded some 
questions to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. H. inquired whether it was intended, by 
this bill, that the Treasury notes issued, and paid 
back into the Treasury, should be cancelled as they 
came in? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that, in order. to 
obviate any misconstruction or doubt about that 
point, he had introduced the amendment agreed to 
this morning. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. Then, in no case, is the 
issue to exceed ten millions of dollars? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Certainly not. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. And will the power to issue 
expire on the 31st of December, 1838, as in the act 
of the 12th of October? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that, as the 
bill originally stood, according to his construction 
of it, it carried with it all the provisions of that 
act; but some doubts having been expressed by 
various gentlemen, to obviate them he had extended 
the clause by inserting the werds, “subject to all 
the conditions, limitations, and restrictions” of that 
act. Consequently, this bill would expire at the 
time indicated in the antecedent one. 

Mr. HOFFMAN admitted that he had not paid 
strict attention to the amendment at the time it was 
offered. He then went on to express his dissent, 
and to give his reasons therefor, from the mode of 
relief proposed, Treasury notes were objectiona- 
ble, because they were unproductive, and always 
would be depreciated; and quoied, in proof of this, 
the testimony of Mr. Gallatin. Mr. II. then ad- 
verted to the free banking scheme, which was, as 
yet, an untried experiment, and stated his objec- 
tions to some of its features. In reference to any 
mode of relief, he expressed himself in favor of a 
direct loan. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some explanations in 
reply to Mr. H. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia went into a general 
defence of the bill, and in reply to the arguments 
urged against it by others. ` 

Mr. WISE went at length into an opposition to 
the bill, upon the ground that it was better to create 
a loan direct, than to resort to the measure now 
proposed. He was willing to take it for granted 
that the necessity for supplies existed; and commented 
upon the course of the Administration, which had 
resulted in that effect. He said it was extraordi- 
nary that the financiers of the Government should 
say that they had abundant means, and yet should 
be compelled to use their credit to raise money ; 
and he, made statements to show that the distress 
and embarrassment which had fallen upon the 
Government and the merchants had also reached 
the mass of the community, and was most oppres- 
sive in the valley of the Mississippi. When the 
issue of Treasury notes was first proposed, the 
same siory of abundant means and temporary ex- 
pedients was held out, and it was said that time | 
was wanted for the merchant to pay their bonds, for 
tbe deposite banks to. pay what they owed, and 
the issue of Treasury notes would accomplish all 


-aiding southern planters, and 


that was desired. All this had been granted, and 
now, in the same way, more time was asked, and 
the issuing of more Treasury notes. He referred 


877 


to the objection that there was- not time to negoti- 
ate a loan, and said he thought, though he:was not 
authorized to say so, that Nicholas Biddle would 
take the loan, and pay the ten millions in 
specie. That monster, he said, had with- 
stood the colossal. power of the Government 
when it was colossal; and had maintained the cre- 
dit of his bank at home and abroad; and now that 
the Government was weak and was brought into 
contempt every where, Nicholas Biddle was able 
to loan the ten millions which the Government re- 
quired to sustain their fiscal operations. .Mr. W. 
went into various arguments to prove. that the ac- 
tion of the Government in relation to the currency 
had been founded in bad policy, and. then. con- 
demned the issuing of Treasury notes as inpra- 
dent and unsafe. 

He compared the present issue with that of Con- 


j tinental money under the Confederation, aud call- 


ed this the least valuable promise, because it was 
not presenti, but presenti solvendum in fuluro; and, 
after describing a note of the old emission, he show- 
ed and described a caricature of the Treasury 
notes, and inferred that the people held such expe- 
dients of the Government in derision. He con- 
cluded by again repeating that he would aid the 
Government with all needful funds, but he prefer- 
red the direct, open, manner of a loan. 

Mr. BYNUM ‘replied to some of the attacks 
nade upon the Administration, and contended that 
the proposed mode of obtaining; funds was adopted 
in order to prevent a pressure upon the merchants, 
who had asked for extension, and to prevent a sud- 
den and oppressive call upon the States for the mo- 
neys deposited with them. It wasa measure intended 
to aid and relieve the country, and he remarked se- 
verely upon the conduct of the opponents of the 
Administration, comparing it with that of the par- 
ties in olden times, when power was swayed by the 
hands of the priestcraft, and was used to oppress 
and plunder the people, whom it endeavored to 
blind, and keep in ignorance and submission. Since’ 
the light of knowledge had burst upon the world, 
and the wickedness of the rulers had been exposed, 
there was little danger that the people could be long 
enslaved; and it was in consequence of the en- 
lightened condition of the age that the dominance 


‘of the bank had been resisted and crushed. He 


went fully into an examination of the charges 
against the Administration, and into a defence of 
its measures. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said, if it was 
not the intention of the House to take the question 
this evening, he would prefer an adjournment; and 
accordingly made such a motion. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. GARLAND then withdrew his motion to 
adjourn; and said if there were no other gentlemen 
disposed to address the House, he would waive 
his right, and permit the question to be talren. 

Other gentlemen having indicated a wish to ad- 
dress the House, 

Mr. GARLAND then proceeded to comment 
upon the extraordinary character of the Presi- 
dents message, and the communication of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and continued at length 
an investigation of various questions connected 
with the state of the currency, when he yielded 
the floor to. 


Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, who moved 
an adjournment. : 


Mr. HAYNES called for the yeàs and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 64, nays 125. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. GARLAND continued his remarks, insist- 
ing that a loan was preferable to the issue of Trea- 
sary notes, and that a loan could be readily and 
speedily negotiated-in this country; and defending 
the conduct of the United States Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania, in the purchase of cotton, for the purpose of 
paying the foreign 
debt of the country. He maintained that it was 
better to resort toa loan in Europe, rather than to 
this measure, and supported that ground by refer- 
ence to the practice of the Government in past 
times, and espécially to the times of Washington, 


“Jeferson, and Madison, who had all been in favor 
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of that mode of obtaining necessary supplies. 
When Mr. Gartan had concluded, 

Mr. CUSHMAN remarked that the subject had 
been fully discussed, and the hour was late, so he 
-moved the previous question. . 

Mr. CRAIG moved a call of the House whicn 
-Was ordéred—ayes 83, noes 59, 

Mr. POPE, afier the names had been called, 
moved a suspension of the proceedings in the call, 
‘and stated that he knew a number of gentlemen 
had paited off; upon both sides, with the intention 
of not retufning. 

The question-was taken, and decided in the ne- 
gative—ayes 76, noes 77. 

The Clerk was then about to proceed to call the 
-absentees, when one hundred and ninety-nine mem- 
bers being ascertained to be present. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, the further proceed- 
ing on the call were dispensed with—ayes 104, 
noes not counted 

The question was then taken on the motion for 
the previous question, and resulted—ayes 98, noes 
95, so the call for the previous question was se- 
conded. 

Mr. BELL demanded the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the’ main question to’ be pit, which were 
ordered, and were, yeas 99, nays 99, a tie; the 
Citar voting. in the affirmative, made ayes 100, 
fioes $9: so the main qüestion was ordered. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon, which was the engrossment of the bill; 
and being ordered, they were, yeas 106, nays 99; 
as follow: l 

YEHAS—Messis. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 


elrne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cleveland, 


Coleg; Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom. . 


oole, Duncan, Edwards, Bimore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 
Fry, Gallup, James Garland, @lascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 
Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes. 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
doseph Johnson, Nath. Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kilgore, „Klinger smith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Loothis, James M. Mason, Martin. McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, Milter, tontgomery, Morgan, 
Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pouer, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, 
Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Shefter, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Spencer, Swart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whituesey, 
‘dared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—106. 

NAY5S—-Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Jobn 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wil- 
liam B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbel!, Carter, 
Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Cofin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Den- 
his, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fieteher, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, Jamés Graham, William Graham, 
Graves, Greanell, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 
Herod, Hofman, Hopkins, Robert M. T. Hanter, Henry John. 
son, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Linco'n, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, 
Mitchell,C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, 
Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherred Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher F. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—99. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading ; and having been engrossed and put on its 
passage, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to recom- 
mit the bill to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with instructions to report a 
bil to authorize the sale of the bonds of the Bank 
ofthe United States, and in the event that they 
could not be sold in time, then to authorize the 
issne of two millions of Treasury notes for the 
immediate wants of the Government ; and also to 
authorize a loan of such sum as might be neces- 
sary for the actual wants of the Government, until 


such sale can be made. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded—ayes 104, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina demanded 
the yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 
and having been ordered were, yeas 103, nays.94. 

Mr. RARIDEN then rose to move a vote of re- 
consideration; but it was not in order. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, ROBERTSON, and WISE, 
simultaneously called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were refused. 

Mr. BELL raised the point of order, that Mr. 
Ranipen’s motion was in order; but, after a few 
words from ihe Cuair, dropped it. x ; 

The. bill was then passed, and the question being 
on adopting the title, 
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Mr. ADAMS moved. to. strike out the words, 


“to carry into effect the act approved 12th day of ' 


October, 1837; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts moved to 
insert. the following: “to meet the current expenses 
of the Government;” which was agreed to. 

The title, as amended, was then agreed to. 


Mr. RARIDEN then rose and said, for-the pur-. 


pose of placing himself and his friends in a correct 
attitude before this nation, he would give. notice 
that he should move a reconsideration. of the vote 
by which the bill was passed. He -preferred the 
amendment proposing to provide means-partly by 


loan, and partly by Treasury notes, to meet the: 


immediate wants of the Government, though he 
should still vote for the bill if that proposition 
should be rejected. 
On motion, at about quarter past 10 o’clock, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, May 16, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the joint resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. CLAY, proposing to make bank 
notes receivable and payable in the receipts and 
expenditures of the Govefnment, made a detailed 
report thereon; which was read. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the report be printed; 
which motion was carried. 

Mr. ALLEN fose and said he would only ob- 
serve that this was a very important paper, em- 
bracing a subject all interesting to the whole peo- 
ple of this country. It was also very long. and 
elaborate—too much so to undergo a very exten- 
sive publication by the ordinary public journals of 
the country. To supply its absence from these 
journals would require a very large number of co- 
pies to be printed by order of the Senate. In look- 
iug into the journals of the Senate to see what had 
been the practice of the Senate on the subject, he 
found that the report made by the Post Office Com- 
mitteé in 1834, was ordered to be printed with an 
extra number of copies, amounting to 30,000. He 
also found that the numerous documents appended 
to this report were ordered to be printed to the 
number of 30,000. The order for this printing 
passed the Senate by a vote of 26 to 14. Mr. A. 
here, at the request of several gentlemen, read the 
yeas and nays on the occasion referred to. Be- 
lieving this document to be much more important 
than the Post Office report of 1834, and that it was 
essential that the people should have the fullest in- 
formation on the interesting subject involved, he 
was for printing the largest number of copies that 
had ever been ordered in that body—which was 
30,000. 

Mr. CLAY expressed himself willing to vote for 
the printing, and he only wished gentlemen to 
agree among themselves what number they wanted, 
and he wouid vote for it. He was surprised, how- 
ever, that the chairman of the committee had not 
thought fit to move some dispositicn of the resolu- 
tion upon which thisreport was made. It had been 
a sufficient time before the committee, and from 
the importance of the subject, the public would ex- 
pect some action onit. He complained that the 
course of the chairman was unparliamentary, and 
that it was treating the resolution unfairly to throw 
it aside in the way thatit had been done. 

Mr. MORRIS entirely concurred with his col- 
league as to the importance of the document just 
read. He thought it was just such a paper as 


ought to be extensively circulated to disabuse the | 


public mind on this important subject. If he could 
call back the money which has been expended in 
printing this session, he would willingly go to the 
expense of printing half a million of copies; but as 
that could not be done, he was willing to go to the 
extent moved by his colleague. For his part, he 
thought each Senator ought to have 1000 copies to 
distribute, and he would therefore move to print 
52,000, instead of 30,000 copies. 

Mr. CLAY still thought that it was incumbent 
on the chairman of the committee to which. the re- 
solution had been referred, to move for its disposi- 
tion in some way or other. It was true that the 
chairman had’ made avery voluminous report on 
the subject’ referred to him; but he recommended 


no action whatever on thé resolution, and. he there. 
fore-supposed that it was his intention to. consider 
it as finally settled” naw teen ne 

Mr. HUBBARD observed in reply to Mi. Cray, 
that when: the report was introduced, it was dis- 
tinctly stated, by the chairman. that he was.directed 
by the Committee on Finance, to report back the re- 
solution without amendment. ‘The reading’ of.the 
report was immediately called for, and commenced, 
occupying the. whole morning, so that the chair 
man had no opportunity of making any motion 
whatever, if disposed to do so. Besides the resolu- 
tion was reported strictly in accordance. with par- 
liamentary practice (without amendmeiit,) and 
would take its place on the calendar, liable to be 
called up at any moment by a vote of the Senate. 
Se far from its being unparliamentary, as alleged 
by the Senator from Kentucy, the report was made 
in the usual course, and in strict conformity with 
the parliamentary rule. He himself intended as 
soon as this debate was disposed of, to move to 
take up the resolution, and assign an early day. for 
its consideration. i 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said if it was the inten- 
tion of the committee to put the resolution in the 
Calendar, to meet its fate during the session, it was 
equivalent to suppressing it altogether. 'The.sub- 
ject was one of such thrilling interest to the whole 
community, that he supposed it was entitled to-an 
earlier consideration, without throwing it into the 
mass, or rather at the tail of all the business of the 
Senate. : 

Mr. HUBBARD said that the. Senator could 
move to iake up the resolution at any time,..and 
that it was his province to do’ so as much as that 
of any member of the committee. It was net.the 
wish of the committee to put the resolution behind 
the other business of the Senate; on the contrary, 
he had intimated his intention of moving to assign 
an early day for its consideration. He would 
name any day the Senator pleased. 

Mr. KING remarked that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had no reason to complain of the course 
pursued by the committee in reporting back this 
resolution. The committee had reported in the 
usual manner, and it was competent for the Senate 
to move to take itup atany time. There was no 
disposition on the part of the committee, or, he be- 
lieved, of the Senate, to delay ils consideration. 
While up he would take notice of the. motion made 
by the Senator’ from Ohio [Mr. Morais] to amend 
that of his colleague so as to print the extraordina- 
ry number of 52,000 copies. Now he, for one, 
was opposed to printing an unusual number of do- 
cuments, to be laid on the tables of members, and 
thrown aside as useless. This waste in printing 
was an evil that was growing from day to day, and 
it was time that it should be ended. He was op- 
posed to the printing of the immense number. of 
extra copies of the Post Office report in 1834, and 
he was equally opposed to the printing of soun- 
usual a number now. He admitted that the report 
was a very able one, and ought to be widely dis- 
seminated. He. thought it was calculated to do 
much good; but he thought that 10,000 copies 
would be sufficient, and he would go for that num- 
ber, and no more. oe 

Mr. HUBBARD said he believed from his know- 
ledge of the handwriting of the gentleman who 
made the report, that it would not make more than 
twenty-four or twenty-five printed pages of the 
size of the usual pamphlet in which the. speeches 
are published. ee 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, hoped the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Morris] would withdraw, his. mo- 
tion, and let the question be taken on’ that of -his 
colleague, to print 30,000 copies.. He was not dis- 
posed to follow the example set by gentlemen in 
the other House, who opposed the. Administration in 
every thing, though he was willing, on the score of 
economy, to limit himself to veting for the largest 
number that had ever been printed. In regard to this 
important document he was willing to go to the ex- 
tent moved by the Senator from Ohio first up, [Mr. 
ALLEN,] which was the number printed of the Post 
Office Report, though it was agreed on all hands 
that the publication of this document would. not 
cost more than one-tenth of what that did: © = > 

Mr. GRUNDY said the largest number ever 


printed for the Senate was 30,000, which was the 
Post Office document. 
ment one of far. greater importance to the people, 
he expressed his readiness to vote for that number, 
but nothing beyond it. : 

Mr. BENTON advocated the printing of the 
greatest number, and avowed his determination to 
vote on each question for the largest number. The 
document was one of great importance to the coun- 
try, and would. not cost a tythe of that which had 
been sent from this body, some sessions since, . in 
relation.to the concerns of the General Post Office. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the printing of the 
number moved. by the Senator from Ohio, and said 
thathe would not go beyond the number suggested 
by the Senator from Alabama. Mr. T. adverted 
to the printing of 30,000 copies of the report of the 
Post OfficeCommittee in 1834,which he said he voted 
against. Fis share of the copies, he said, was sent 
to him by mail, after he left Washington; and after 
they had remained in the post office of his town for 
some time, the postmaster begged him to take them 
away,- saying that he had no room for them. He 
then took them and disposed of them to a grocer, to 
be used as wrapping paper in his business; and the 
grocer informed him that they constituted a supply 
sufficient to last him two years. As to the portion 
that had been sent to his colleage, he had been in- 
formed by him that they had been used for wadding 
for cannon, in celebrating political victories. Now, 
he did not know but these documents, if the Se- 
nate ordered the printing of so large a num- 
ber, might be. used in the same way, and 
become wadding for the cannon that shall 
celebrate Whig victories. Mr. T. then review- 
ed the report, which he considered as condemn- 
ing the former action of the Senate in relation to the 
Specie circular. 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew his motion to print 
52,000 copies, so that the question recurred on 
printing 32,000 copies, as moved by Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. ALLEN observed, that if the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Tattmaver] should find any 
difficulty in disposing of his share of this docu- 
ment, he would gladly agree to borrow them from 
him, and to give him, in return, his share of the 
first good. Whig report that should be printed. 
There was no danger that this document would be 
used as wadding for cannon to celebrate Whig vic- 
tories. He thought, from its force, thatit was much 
more likely to become a cannon itself, and reach 
its object. - 

"Mr. SMITH, of Indiana. contended that the 
printing of so great a number. was unnecessary, 
as the report, only embodied the arguments set 
forth in the different able speeches which had been 
delivered on the occasion, and which were already 
before the public. | 

Mr. STRANGE regretted the Senator from Ohio 
had withdrawn his proposition. The document 
was one, in his opinion, of vast importance to the 
country, and could not be too liberally disscmi- 
nated. ‘Mr. S. said the people of his State were 
crying out for information. on this all. absorbing 
question, and claimed for the majority the advan- 
tage of its position to disseminate all reports which, 
like this one, were based on truth and sound ar- 
gument. ee 

The question was then taken on printing 30,000 
copies, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 23, 
nay 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grandy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Niles; Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Webster, Wil- 
liams, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Mesers. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Critenden, Davis, King, Knight, Me- 
Kean, Merrick, Nicholas, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, and White—19. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, Mr. Cray’s reso- 
lution.was.taken up, and made the order of the 
day for Monday next. J 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said he would sendan 
amendment to the.Cuair, which he intended to of- 


fer when the resolution should come up, and i 


As he conceived this docu- 
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which he now asked might be priated. It was as 
follows: 

Strike out the first clause of the resolution, and 
insert the following: “That it shall not be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to make, or to 
continue in force, any general order which shall 
create any difference between the different branches 
of revenue, as to the funds, or medium of pay- 
ment, in which debts, or dues-to the United States, 
may be paid.” : 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, May 17, 1838. 

As soon as the journal was read, . 

Mr. RARIDEN rose to make the motion of 
which he had given notice last night. 

The CHAIR said the consideration cf the mo- 
tion would regularly lie over till the expiration of 
the morning hour. 

Mr. RARIDEN asked the House to consider it 
now. 

Mr. GLASCOCK objected at first, but after- 
wards withdrew it, and Mr. CHAMBERS of Ken- 
tucky renewed the objection. j 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved a suspension of the rules: 
lost, only 61 voting in the affirmative. 

The CHAIR announced the business in order to 
be the motion to print 10,060 extra copies of the 
report of the Militia Committee, 

_ Mr. RUSSELL asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the fifth section of the act 
entitled “ An act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,” passed the 23d of June, 1836, as 
prohibits receiving in payment for dues to the 
Government, and disbursing the same, the bills of 
specie paying banks, which issue bills or notes of 
a less denomination than five dollars. 

And, also, so much of the second section of the 
act entitled “ An act making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of 
the United States for the year 1836,” as prohibits 
the offering in payment, by any officer or depart- 
ment of the Government, notes or bills of specie 
paying banks, of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he must object to the inter- 
position of any other subject till the above motion 
was disposed of, which would occupy bat a few 
moments. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked for the yeas and nays; which, being or- 
dered, were, yeas 56, nays 126, as follows: 

YEAS--—-Messrs,  Aycrigg, Biddle, Bond, John Cal 
hoon, William B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 
Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Dunn, Ext 
wards, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Henry, Kennedy, 
Marvin, May, Maxwell, Mercer, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, 
Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Pratt, Randolph, Ridg- 
way, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Southgate, Stanly, Scone, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Willams, Wise, and Yorke—56. 

NAYS-—-Messrs, Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, Ander- 
con, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Boon, Borden, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, William B. Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng. Jahn Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cleve. 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Davee, Deberry, Dennis, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac 
Flotcher, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, 
Goode, William Graham, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Haynes, Herod, Wolsey, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, Ingham, T. B 
Jackson, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan 
James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Mariin, Maury, McKay, 
Kobert McClellan, Abraham McCiellan, McClure, McKennan, 
Menefee, Milligan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Mathias Mor- 
ris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, Pen- 
nybacker, Potrikin, Phelps, Potter, Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, 
Rencher, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sheffer, 
Augustine H, Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwvod, 
Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Joha White, 
ee ae Thomas T, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, 
Jare . Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Worthi 
Jaeret -128. p! s, Worthington, 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. RUSSELL then gave notice that he should 
call up this resolution to-morrow, and -upon each 
successive day thereafter: till it should receive the 
final action of the House. 


The motion to print 10,000. extra copies of the 
militia report was then taken up and agreed to. 
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_ STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr..CUSHMAN appealed to the House to con- 
sent to take up the bill to authorize the appoint- 
ment of persons to test the usefulness of inventions 
to prevent the explosion of steamboat boilers. 

Objection being made— i 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved a. general suspension 
of the rules, but varied his motion, at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Everert, for thirty minutes only; the 
motion, however, did not prevail. 

RECISION OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON renewed -his motion to suspend the 
rules for half an hour, to consider the resolution to 
rescind the Specie Circular. — - 

* Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked for the yeas 
and nays; but they were refused, and the motion to 
suspend was rejected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of A. J. 
Pickett and another. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William A. White- 
head; which was ordered to a third reading to- 
morrow. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption to certain lots in the town of Perrysburg, 
in the State of Ohio. i 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from ihe Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill directing the Postmaster 
General to settle the claim of Hard and Longstreet. 

Mr. M. stated the nature of the claim, and that 
it was a case of peculiar emergency, from the fact of 
the individual interested having suffered severely 
by the late conflagration in Charleston. Mr. M, 
moved that the House go into committee upon it 
at once, 

Mr. BRIGGS also made an earnest appeal to the 
House in behalf of the motion. 

Mr. LEGARE also beseeched the House to as- 
sent, as an act of mercy to the claimant, under the 
circumstances stated by Messrs. Montcomery, and 
Briaas. 

Mr. ADAMS wanted to know something more 
about it, and why the Postmaster General did not 
settle it at once. 

Mr. THOMPSON explained from the want of 
power, and appealed to the House, as an act of 
mercy as wellas justice, te act upon the bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS again explained the nature of the 
claim, and stated that, as a case of equity, it was 
strongly recommended by the Postmaster General, 
and unanimously reported upon by the committees 
of both Excuses. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed it strongly, as he 
was indisposed to give this bill a preference over 
bills reported for the burning of houses in the Re- 
yolutionary war. He should not consent to it, and 
moved it be made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, 

Mr. ADAMS also opposed the moiion originally 
made, and the bill too, and expressed a hope that 
the last motion would prevail. ` 

Mr. MONTGOMERY was very certain that if 
the House had. consented to his motion, the bill 
would have been disposed of before then. It was 
an extraordinary case, and he did not believe there 
would be a single vote against it. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, at this stage, moved the 
orders of the day, and the bill lies over. 

Mr. HOWARD asked the gentleman to’ with- 
draw the motion, in order to take up the “hard- 
ware bill.” f 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that that bill was 
already on its final passage. 

The motion for the orders prevailed. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The motion of Mr. RARIDEN to reconsider the 
vote and the passage of this: bill was then announc- 
ed by the Cuarr. 
< Mr. RARIDEN took that occasion to explain 
that he was himself in favor of voting all neces- 
sary supplies to the Government, but differed with 
the majority of the House as to the proper mode; 
and.the object of his motion was to give himself 
and his friends an opportunity of setting them- 


- Selves right before the country. Fle preferred a 


partial issue of Treasury notes, and the remainder 
to be raised by a direct loan. Mr. R. added that 
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time was of far more importance at this period of 
the session than the mode of raising means; ‘and, 
so far from desiring to bring on a protracted de- 
bate, he would himself, should such spring up, 
vote for the previous question. He only wanted 
an opportunity for himfelf and his friends to place 
their names on the record, so that they could not be 
misunderstood. : 

Mr BOON thought this measure had already 
heen debated long enough; and he, therefore, moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. RIVES propounded an inquiry of the 
Caa whether, if a motion to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table should prevail, the bill 
would cohere with it. 

The CHAIR had given this question some atien- 
tion, and wenton toexplain substantially, we believe, 
to the following effect; that as no motion now 
could be made to Jay the bill on the table, ergo no 
collateral motion could have that effect. 

Mr. RIVES was decidedly of that opinion, and 
therefore asked the gentleman from Indiana to 
withdraw his demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BOON declined. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a 
call of the House, which was ordered, and pro- 
ceeded in tillthe roll had been called through 
onee; when 

Mr. CUSHING moved to dispense with it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, 

Mr. CUSHING withdrew the motion. 

The roll was then called through a second time, 
and two hundred and fifteen members having an- 
swered to their names, 


Mr. CURTIS moved that it be further dispensed . 


with, 

Mr CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
and as they were ordered, : 

Mr. CURTISS withdrew the motion, but 

Mr. ATHERTON renewed it, and 

Mr. OWENS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 117, nays 84. 

So the further proceedings on the call were dis- 

ensed with; and the question recurring on the de- 
mand for the previous question— 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio inquired if the pre- 
vious question was sustained, what the main ques- 
tion would be? 

The CHAIR replied on the reconsideration. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired what would then be the 
situation of the bill? 

The CHAIR said the effect would be, if the 
House should affirm the motion to reconsider, that 
the question would then be on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. PRIGGS. Then, sir, should the motion to 
reconsider the engrossment prevail, would the bill 
be open to amendment? , 

The CHAIR thought it would, if that motion 
was in order, and a motion to recommit the bill 
prevail. 

Mr. WISE. Would that motion then be in or- 
der? 

The CHAIR said he thought it wouid at another 
stage, 

The House then seconded the demand for the 
previous question, the tellers reporting 119 in the 
affirmative, and on the question “Shall the main 
question be now pul?” 

Mr. GRAY asked for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, were—yeas 141, nays 64. ; 

So the House determined that the main question 
should be now put, and thereon 

Mr. BRONSON asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were, yeas 110, nays 109; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John wW. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wm. B. Cal- 
houn, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Uur- 
tis, Cushing, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
R. Fletcher, Filmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, J. 
Grahaw, W.Graham, Graves, Grenneil, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hofman, Hopkins, 
R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, H. Johnson, W.C. Johnson, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Lingoln, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer; Milligan, 
Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randelph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Steuart, Stone, 


Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- 
wood, Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Wiliams, Wise, and York e—10. N 

NAYS—Messre. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chap- 
man, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cush: 
man, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgovle, Duncan, Edwards. Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glas- 
cock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Harrison, Hawkias, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hub- 
ley, Wm. H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Pickens, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Websier, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthing- 
ton, and Yell—109, 

The Cuar voting in the negative, the motion was 
lost. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but subsequently withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin asked leave to submit 
a resolution setting apart Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the 5th and 6th June, for the consideration of 
Territorial business; but it was objected to, 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida, moved a suspension 
of the rules, which was agreed to, 121 to 52; and 
the resolution was taken up and agreed to, ayes 
119, noes 43. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, asked 
leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Secretary of War to settle, upon 
equitable principles, the accounts of Major Thomas 
W. Harltee, late commandant of the battalion of 
South Carolina militia engaged in the Florida ser- 
vice, for articles necessary to their comfort, fur- 
nished to the troops under his command, and for 
such expenses as were incurred at the place of ren- 
dezvous, and on the march of the said troops. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

The message of the President of the United States, 
in relation to the title of the United States to the 
Territory west of the Rocky mountains, was taken 
up. 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
CUSHING, to commit the same to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a post on the 
Columbia river for the defence thereof, and the 
expediency of making further provision by law 
to prevent any intermeddling by any foreign power 
with the Indians there, &c. 

Mr. CUSHING stated that this was a subject of 
great interest, which he wished might be presented 
to the people of the United States. It would lead 
into a discussion of dry details, which might not 
interest the House, but which were now most im- 
portant to be understood and spread before the 
country. It was a question which involved our re- 
lations with other powers, and our interests must 
be, at any hazard, defended. He did not fear that 
this question would bring our nation into conflict 
with any other; but, if it did, that hazard must be 
encountered, and our rights maintained. He 
should contend that we had the right to the territo- 
ry alluded to, to the exclusion of European powers, 
by the right of discovery, for he maintained that 
the discovery of an island, carried the whole 
island, against subsequent discoveries or possession 
of other parts. If it was a discovery ofa continent, 
it would be governed by circumstances. Ifit was the 
discovery of ariver, it not only carried the river but 
the lands that bordered thereon,and the tract of coun- 
try to its sources. He assumed these principles to 
be true, because they had always been insisted 
upon by our country as a part of international 
law. 

He said we had a right, by discovery, because 
the first discovery and exploration was made by 
Captain Robert Gray, of Massachusetts, who sail- 
ed there in the brig Columbia, and was the first 
person who visited Columbia river, which he 
named, after the name of his vessel, the Columbia 
river. This first exploration was followed by the 
exploration of Lewis and Clarke, which was com- 


plete from the source to the mouth of. the same 
river; and that ‘again was followed by the settle- 
ment of John Jacob Astor. Vancouver's discovery, 
upon which the English found a right, was. subse- 
quent to that of Capt.Gray, and he visited the mouth 
of the river, as he had stated, in-consequence of in- 
formation given him by Captain Gray. -The occu- 
pancy of the territory, projected: by John Jacob 
Astor in an enlightened spirit, and with the forecast 
which distinguishes an enterprising merchant, was 
made in 1805, still previons to the occupancy of 
any other power; though not under the patronage, 
yet under the encouragement of the Government 
of the United States. If that possession had been 
persisted in, it would now havé precluded any fo- 
reign nation; but the war of 1812 ensued, and 
broke up the establishment; and the whole of Mr. 
Astor’s great property there was sacrificed by his 
treacherous agent, McDougal, who, by collusion 
with the Northwest Trading Company of Montreal, 
conveyed the properly to them, and became a part- 
ner in their concern. 

The matter remained thus, till the close of the 
war, when it was settled by treaty, that the United 
States should be restored to any possessioa they 
had before had to any lands west of the Mississippi 
before the war; and in consequence of that treaty, 
the sloop of war Rapid was sent round to take 
down the flag of St: George, and restore that of 
the United States upon the Columbia river, yield- 
ing the command of the territory to Commodore 
Biddle. This was, however, merely a political 
possession, the actual possession still remaining in 
the hands of the northwest company, and so re- 
maining to the present day. Mr. C. maintained, 
that the territory was in our country by the first 
discovery, and by treaty, and that the right was 
entire and perfect. We held by treaty the right of 
the only two European powers, which pretended 
even to have had aclaim, besides Great Britain, 
which were Spain and France. 

Hernando Cortez had made a discovery which 
was anterior to that of the English, and he gave the 
river the name of Oregon, which it still bears. The 
English pretended also to claim, under a discovery 
by Sir Francis Drake, a notorious pirate, who sail- 
ed under his own black flag, and who had been 
ennobled by England, in consequence solely of his 
atrocious feats of piracy; but, without questioning 
whether a discovery by a pirate: would acquire a 
right to the soil, Mr. C. said that, as Drake only 
visited the coast for the. purpose of plunder, his 
landings were only made on parts settled by Spain; 
and he did not go farther North than the coast now 
admitted to be within the boundary of New Cali- 
fornia, which was south of latitude 42°, the 
Southern boundary of our claim. But what- 
ever right Spain might have had, had been ac- 
quired by our Gavernment, by the treaty for the 
cession of Florida, which was a mutual ces- 
sion of territory, and not a mere adjustment of 
claims. The United States had ceded all right to 
lands south of a certain boundary, and Spain ceded 
to us all right to lands in Florida, and west of the 
Mississippi, so that by the Spanish title, which 
was antecedent to the English, we had -a perfect 
right to the territory. 


The only other nation that had pretended to have 
atitle was France, which, by an éxtension of ter- 
ritory, in consequence of the discovery and pos- 
session of Louisiana, and in consequence of the 
principle that the discovery or possession of the 
source of a river carried a title to the mouth, 
might have set up a claim, had conveyed and 
ceded whatever right or claim might have existed 
to the United States by the treaty of cession of 
Louisiana. 


But Great Britain was precluded also by our 
treaty of 1763 with that-nation, in which they 
ceded and relinquished all right fo lands west of 
the Mississippi, south of the parallel of 49°; and by 
a treaty with Russia, it was agreed that they would 
make no settlement south of the 54th degree, and 
we agreed to make none north of that parallel, so 
that by the treaty with Russia, and by the construc- 
tion of the principle that the discovery of the mouth 
or river gave a right to all the territory to its source, 
the title was complete to the 54th degree of lati» 
tude. ae 


But Great Britain did not now set upa title to 
the territory as an original claim, but pretended 
that it was disputed territory, to which ‘no nation 
had a title,and which wasto be determined by such 
European nations as had any pretension to it, and by 
compromise or war. He considered the occupation 
of that territory by Great Britain now, by military 
“posts, asin violation of national law, and in viola- 
tion of an express stipulation, by which they had 
agreed not to occupy any portion of it; and he 
compared it to their encroachments upon the terri- 
tory of Maine, unjust and clandestine, as he would 
show hereafter, . But before proceeding, he would 
appeal te an individual present (Mr. Apams] who 
was a living record of the dipomatic history of the 
country, ifhad not truly and correctly stated the 
facts and treaties, so far as they related to the 
right of foreign nations to this territory; and if he 
hile not right, he wished to be corrected on the 
Spot. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he believed his colleague 
was perfectly right in his facts, as far as he recol- 
lected, but there might be differences of opinion 
upon the principles, and he was not prepared to 
concede that the discovery of a part of an island 
carried the whole island. He referred to the grant 
of all undiscovered lands made by Pope Alexander 
to Spain and Portugal, and went at length into the 
history of various European controversies respect- 
ing titles to this continent; after which he spoke of 
various discoveries, such as the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, Lake Ontario, and the Texas lands, upon 
which he spoke at length. He also referred to the 
signing of the Florida treaty and spoke of the question 
of veracity raised between himself and President 

_ Jackson, two years since, upon the subject of the 
- Mexican boundary, stating that he had placed in 
the hands of President Van Buren, evidence that he 
(Mr, Apams] was correct in his statements upon 
that subject. ae. 

Mr. CUSHING then resumed; but after pro- 
ceeding a few minutes, gave way to 
Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, on whose motion, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
. Trurspay, May 17, 1838. 

_Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a large 
number of merchants of the city of New York, 
praying that a drawback may be allowed on 
foreign coal imported for the use of steam ships. 

Mr.. WRIGHT also ‘presented the petition of 
General Ezra ————,. praying relief from a suit 
instituted against him by the United States: refer- 
red: to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the subject had been referred by a 
resolution of the Senate, reported a. bill to establish 
an additional land office in Louisiana; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Latham; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on. 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, asking a grant of land for 
the benefit of that institution: granted. 

Also, from the petition of the trustees of —— 
College, Mississippi, asking a grant for the same 
purpose: granted. 

Also, from the memorial of eertain citizens of 
Boone county, Illinois, praying a grant of land for 

. the benefit of Bellevue College: granted. 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the following reso- 
lution submitted by him, on Tuesday last, was 
taken up: , 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia procure and. report to the Senate state- 
ments of the condition of the several banks in the 
District of Columbia that bave applied for an ex- 
tension of their charters, in regard to the following 
particulars: 

1. ‘The-names of the officers and directors of the 
banks, the amount of: stock owned by each, and 
the debts due from. each to the banks respectively, 
discriminating between. the executive, legislative, 
and. judicial officers -of ‘the Government among 
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them, and also „between residents. and .non-resi- 
dents. 

2. The stockholders.of the banks respectively, 
the amount of stock owned by each, and of debts 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

3. The debtors to the banks respectively, and 
the amount due from each, discriminating as 
above. 

4. The number of suits that the banks respec- 
tively have instituted against their debtors since the 
suspension of specie payments, and the amount 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

Mr. ROANE expressed a very earnest desire to 
have some decision on the District bank bill. 
To wait until the information sought for by the 
resolution was obtained, would be, in his opinion, 
to create unnecessary delay; and as much of the 
information sought for by the mover was already 
in possession of the public, and the other portion 
useless for any practical purpose, he should feel 
nimself constrained to move that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN said he presumed the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia precluded debate; he 


He did not know a public’ man that owed the 
first dollar to any. bank in the country. His ob- 
ject was to guard the whole community, by throw- 
ing round these institutions proper guards and 
proper restraints; and he, for one, was desirous of 
separating the Government in toto from all banks 
and banking connection; and he was prompted to 
this by the most solemn considerations that it would 
be for the benefit of the country. ; 

Mr. A. then went into the subject at some 
length, to show that on another occasion a resolu- 


would therefore have to content himself with ask- 


ing for the yeas and nays őn the motion, intimat- 
ing his intention, if the resolution was strangled in 
its incipiency, to take occasion to offer his views in 
some stage of the discussion on the bill. 

The question having been taken, was decided in 
the negative—yeas 17, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, Merrick, 
Preston, Roane, Robbins, Rugeles, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, and Young 
—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Niles, Norvell, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
and Wright—18. 

Mr. ALLEN then said it was not his intention 
to enter into any discussion of the merits of the 
question at that time, but merely to respond to an 
observation of the honorale Chairman, who had 
asserted that much of the information sought for by 
the resolution, was already in possession of the 
Senate. If such were the fact, he was not aware 
of it. Mr. A. thought it-was an anomaly in Ame- 
rican legislation to undertake to charter a whole 
forest of banks while they were acting in 
open violation of the public law of the land, 
and to seek to do it without any investiga- 
tion into their present condition or prior con- 
duct. Congress was asked to sct a moral exam- 
ple, by rewarding the violators of the law, for such in 
fact would be the consequence of a renewal of these 
charters for twenty years on the terms set forth in 
the bill. When Congress proposed to inquire into 
the condact.of these institutions on prior occasions, 
we were told that was a matter entirely immate- 
rial; “that the people of this district demanded 
their recharter.” If this were so, where were the 
petitions to that effect? It had been stated that 
these banks were indispensable to the business 
concerns of this district, to the wants of 
the people, and when a resolution was offered 
inquiring into the facts, it was sought to be stran- 
gled in its birth. Mr. A. wished to see whether 
these banks were for the benefit of the District of 
Columbia, or for the people of other States and 
Territories. He had been told the people here were 
the smallest participants. It was said there were 
more poverty and want in these ten miles. square 
than in any partof this country. If so, how hap- 
pened it to be where there are the greatest 
number of these banks? It had been said 
that we : propose an inquiry into the private 
affairs of the banks! These institutions were 
emanations from public law, and the people 
had aright to know all that related to them. When 
they were asking for their charters they were pub- 
lic institutions; but when once granted, they could 
the very next day take shelicr under the sanctity of 
private concerns. He denied the right of public 
institutions to have any private transactions, 
which might not he brought: to light: Mr.A. was 
ignorant that the information hesought could affect 
public men; but if it* did,. he could: not help that: 


tion had passed the Senate making inquiry into 
the conduct of a public man in connection with 
banks, (a late Secretary of the Treasury ,) which 
had been passed without a dissenting voice. Mr. 
A. alluded. to Mr. Taney, and the triumphant 
manner in which that pure, but persecuted, states- 
man had vindicated his public and ‘private conduct 
from. all aspersion. 

Mr. A. read from the minutes of the Bank of the 
Metropolis a resolution which had passed the 

‘board, at which a judge of the Supreme Court was 
a director, declaring all transactions of the board 
confidential on the part of the directors and officers 
of the bank. Here, then, was a bank with a high 
public functionary in its direction, passing a by-law 
to secrete their transactions from the public eye; 
and was this to be tolerated, the people to remain 
in ignorance, and at last, in all probability, made 
to suffer losses from the very acts of the institution? 

Mr. A. cited also the stoppage of the Bank of 
Washington on a certain occasion when a draft 
had been’ presented for 20,000 dollars, during the 
prior panic, and commented, with much severity, 
on the business. He concluded by expressing a 
hope that there would be no objection to the pas- 
sage of the resolution, and maintained there was 
sufficient justification to be found in the very docu- 
ment he had quoted, which had been signed by the 
President of the Bank of the Metropolis. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that for the last eight or 
ten years, no subject in this country, as far as his 
knowledge extended, had been so fully exhausted 
in the way of argument, by politicians and by 
every party man in the country, as that of banks 
and their abuses. He thought the Senate would 
bear him witness, that for that length of time the 
public had been treated with hardly any thing 
else. After arraigning, trying, and almost hang- 
ing like a felon the Bank of the United States, 
certain politicians were now entering into a crusade 
against the State banks. They had been told the 
other day that they must make the little banks of 
this District models for the State institutions. Yes, 
said Mr. S. we are to set ourselves up as examples 
for our masters. We are too apt in this hall, he 
continued, to be looking down with contempt upon 
what is dene in the States, and to chalk out 
what we deem the right course for them. Some 
States might be tame enough to submit to this; 
but there was one gallant little State that 
would spurn at any such dictation; and would 
not condescend to take advice from this quarter on 
matters relating to her own interests We may, 
said Mr. S. go on attacking the banking institutions 
in this way, and what will be the consequence? 
Just the disasters of the lasttwo years. It was time 
for them to be considering what they were doing, 


they had already received. He was for fostering 
these institutions, instead of persecuting them. 
The resolution of the Senátor from Ohio, under 
consideration, asked for the private accounts. of in- 
dividuals with these banks, and there had been 
much talk about members of Congress borrowing 
money from them. Did. the Senator allege that 
any body here was bribed? If so, let him point vut 
the man, and try him upon a special warrant, 
and not by general accusation. 

Did the gentleman from Ohio suppose there was , 
any thing wrong. in borrowing money? Why his 
own. State did it, he himself saw her. agents the 
other. day in. New York, trying to raise a loan, 
and. he was. jostled by them in Wall street, when 
he went there on thesame business. Yes, sir, said 
-he, they went to borrow money from the titled 


| 


aristocrats of. Europe—from the Barings and 
Rothschilds. The gentleman seemed to think that 


or they might expect a repetition of the treatment 
| no. man would vote for a bank without getting 
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money for it. Did he believe that there was no 
such thing as patriotism? There were many men 
in favor of banks, who did not want to” borrow 
money, and there were others opposed to them who 
did borrow money. Bat of the class opposed to 
the banks, he had the most respect for those whose 
Opposition was based on constitutional grounds. 

After some further remarks in opposition to the 
resolution, Mr. S. expressed the opinion that the 
best way of disposing of it would be to lay it on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at leagth in opposition 
to the resolution. He inquired if the object of the 
Senator from Ohio, was to ascertain the number of 
public men that had accommodations in these 
banks, and to draw an inference therefrom, that 
they couid not with propriety vote for their rechar- 
ter. Mr. H, could not conceive that such an exhi- 
bit would do any good, and might be produc- 
tive of embarrassment to individuals. It could 
make no difference to debtors, whether the 
banks were rechartered or not—if they were, 
they would still have their debts to pay; and if 
they were not, they could not be relieved from 
them. The recharter of these banks were asked 
for by the people of this District, to whom he. 
thought some consideration was due. He presumed 
the banks were so managed by their directors as to 
insure the best interests of those institutions. Mr. 
H. avowed his wish to separate the Government 
from all connection with banks, and would go all 
length with the Senator from Ohio to effect so de- 
sirable an object. 

Mr. KOANE begged leave to explain that his 
opject in moving to lay the resolution on the table, 
was simply to avoid debate that they might proceed 
at once to the bill to charter the District banks. 
Tiis opinion was that the information sought for by 
the resolution was not necessary to enable the 
Senate to- form a correct judgment on the merits 
of the bill; and he deprecated the allempt to 
bring to light: the private affairs of individuals. 
But, said he, let the information come: “my with- 
ers are unwrung;” he did not owe a dollar to one 
of these District banks, and if he did it would not 
prevent him from voting judiciously and honestly 
with regard to them all. Mr. R. did not consider 
that the passage of the bill would be rewarding 
these banks for rebelling against the laws, as the 
Senator from Ohio intimated. What, said he, 
reward them with charters on harder conditions 
than were ever imposed on a bank in any quarter 
of the United States? 

After some further remarks from Messrs. CLAY 
and ALLEN— 

Mr. TIPTON moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, for the purpose of ending the debate, and pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the bill to recharter 
the District banks. 

This motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
31, nays 10, as follows: 

YEAS—Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Web- 
sterand Young—3l. j 

NAYS—Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Lump- 
kin, McKean, Niles, Robinson, Smith of Connecti- 
cut and Wright—-10. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia. The question 
being on the amendment of Mr. BUCHANAN, 
already given— 

Mr. BENTON rose and observed that since the 
publication of his remarks on this bill, in which he 
had quoted some of the testimony given before the 
commitice of the House of Representatives, rela- 
tive to the transactions of District banks, he had 
been cailed on by Mr. Raphael Semmes, a director 
of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, there referred to, and that Mr. Semmes had 
pointed out to him iu a subsequent part of the 
report, which. had escaped his notes, some addi- 
tional testimony: given by Mr. Prout, the broker, 
in which that gentleman states that he was mista- 
ken in having said that Mr. Semmes was one of 


the directors to whom he had sold notes and stock; 
that on after reflection, he was satisfied that he had 
made no such sales to Mr. Semmes. * 

Mr. B. said he had also been called on by Mr. 
William Jewell, of Georgetown, whose testimony 
he had quoted in the same speech, and that, Mr. 
Jewell had produced a certificate from the cashier 
of the Farmers and. Mechanics Bank, stating that 
he was not a director cf that bank at the time he 
purchased the $15,000 of stock from the widow, 
but that he was a director at the time he gave the 
testimony. Mr. B. said that in justice to these 
gentlemen he made this explanation at the earliest 
opportunity. 

After some rematks from Messrs. BUCHA- 


NAN, CUTHBERT, CRITTENDEN, DAVIS, 


and HUBBARD, the question was taken on Mr. 
Bucuanan’s amendment; and it was rejected—yeas 
19, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
King, Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Reane, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, and Webster —21. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the Dill by 
striking out the word “fourth,” and inserting 
“third,” in the fifth line of the twenty-ninth section; 
the effect of which is to require the banks to keep 
on hand an amount of coin equal to one third (in- 
stead of one fourth) of their circulation; which 
amendment was adopted—ayes 32, nays 10, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick, Morris, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Swift, 
Trotter, Webster, Wright, and Young—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, and Tipton-—-10. 

Mr. NILES moved a further amendment, by 
striking out in the same section, all after the word 


“circulation,” and inserting, “and should the amount’ 


in any one quarter fall short of that proportion, 
the president and directors for the time being shall 
be responsible in their individual capacities to all 
the bill-holders and depositors; and in case of in- 
ability of said corporation, or expiration of its 
charter, or in case its charter shall be annulled, the 
said president and directors shall be liable ia their 
individual capacities to each and every creditor of 
said corporation.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. GRUNDY, 
NILES, TALLMADGE, CLAY, KING, HUB. 
BARD, and ROANE, the bill was laid over infor- 
mally; and 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the bill to au- 
thorize the issuing of Treasury notes to meet the 
current expenses of the Government, reported the 
same without amendment, and gave notice that he 
should call it up to-morrow, immediately after 
reading the journal, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fribay, May 18, 1838. 

Mr. HENRY, on leave, presented the petition of 
William McMellen, who wasa lieutenantin the Re- 
volulionary war, by his daughter and only child, 
Margaret Patterson, praying commutation in con- 
sequence of his services to the end of the war, in 
pursuance of the resolutions and acts of Congress 
in favor of Revolutionary officers; and aliso 
the documents in relation to the services of 
said Lieutenant McMellen, on the files of this 
House, report No. 147 of January 10th, 1832; and 
on motion, all referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. . 

Mr. RUSSELL renewed his application to the 
House to the resolution presented by him yesterday. 

Objection being made, © 


‘Mr. R: moved a suspension of the rales: © 
“Mr. HUNTER of Ohio asked “for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. °°": atte oes 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio solicited: Mr. Rus- 
seLL to withdraw his motion, aad permit ‘the com- 
milteés to report. > Rogie a 

Mr. RUSSEL would doo for the présent, but he 
should call’ it up the first’ opportunity, without ën- 
croaching upon the privileges of the House.. 

‘The motion was accordingly ‘withdrawn. aa 

‘Mr. BELL, on leave, presented three several 
communications from the Secretary of War: 1..A 
niemorial of the Creek Indians, for competisation’ 
for losses suffered in their emigration wesi: 2. A 
similar one from the Choctaws: 3. A memorial 
from Major.Graham, for Seminole losses. ; 

The consideration of Senate bill for the relief. of 
Hard and Longst:eet was resumed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had moved its regular com- 
mitment. 5 

Mr: BRIGGS appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw that motion. ; : f 

Mr. UNDERWOCD had ‘no objection to the 
claim, but was disinclined to give it a preference 
over numerous others equally meritorious. 

Mr. ELMORE explained the circumstances of 
the claim, and made ‘an earnest appeal to the 
House a . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD’S motion was disagreed to, 
the bill was committed for this day, and, on metion 
of Mr. Monreomery, the House wéint into com- 
mittee thereon, (Mr. “Boon in the chair;) and was 
so amended, on motion of Mr. WHirtLesrY, as to 
provide that the amount found due to the claimants 
should be paid out of the funds of the Post Office 
Department. . _ : TE oy 

The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House; and vac amendment being concurred 
in, the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief ef 
James Cox. > 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition and papers of Clark Allen for 
compensation for horses and other property de- 
stroyed in the military service of the United States, 
reported the following resolution; which was con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further ‘consideration of ‘the peti» 
tion of Clark Allen, and that the same be’ referred 
to the Third ‘Auditor of the ‘Treastity: for settle- 
ment, under the act of January 18,1836. ~ i 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill further to provide for the 
relief of distvessed American seamen in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill to provide for 
the payment of certain judgments which have been 
or may be obtained against the State of Virginia. 

Mr. U. from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the petition of the heirs of John 
Mountjoy, praying a pension: laid on the table. 

Mr. U. {rom same commiitee, reported unfavo- 
rably on the petition of the heirs of William Ste- 
venson, praying commutation ‘pay; also, on the 
petition of Elisha Adair, praying indemnity for foss- 
Heed continental money; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported, with an amendment, Senate’ bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Robert ‘White, 

Mr. T. aiso reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of James Hackett. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported unfavorably on 
the petition of Ebenezer Lester, praying compensa- 
tion for labor performed during the Revolutionary 
war: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPHERD, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary. Claims, reported ‘unfavorably 
on the petition of the heirs of James Emmett; for 
compensation for loss of team during the Revolu- 
tionary war: ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reporied ` 
unfavorably on the petition of James Moore, pray- 
ing compensation for loss of wagon‘and team dur: 
ing the Revolutionary wir: laid'on the table) 


of Lucy Williamson, praying commutation:on ac- 
count of Revolutionary services of her father: laid 
on the table. 

. Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tion Claims, reported unfavorably on the petition 
of the heirs of Gov. Rice of Virginia, for commu- 
tation pay: laid on the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina, from the 
Committee.on Indian Affairs, reported unfavorably 
on the petition of William Smith, praying indem- 
‘nity for slaves taken by the Indians in Georgia: 
laid.on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the resolution 
of the House of April 16, proposing to confine the 
instruction in the military academy at West Point 
to the elements and practice of civil and military 
engineering: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee reported 
unfavorably on the petition of A. M. Caldwell, 
praying compensation as ensign in the service of 
the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the resolution of the House 
proposing to erect an arsenal in Lincoln county, 
North Carolina: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. le 7 

„Mr. McKAY also reported unfavorably on the 
petition of the Missouri Light Artillery Company : 
laid on the table. . 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of James Leslie, praying a pension for services 
rendered the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the act entitled an act for 
the relief of certain pensioners therein named, 
passed the 2d of March, 1833, as grants a pension 
to Jesse Cunningham. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
Intionary Pensions, reported a bill to establish a 
pension agency: at McMinville, in the State of Ten- 
nessee; which was read twice, and ordered to a 
third reading to-morrow. 

PENSION AGENCY AT MONTPELIER, VERMONT. 

Mr. M. also reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to establish a pension agency at Montpe- 
lier, in the State of Vermont...” 

Mr. M: also moved that it be put on its passage. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont moved that it be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, inquired if it 
was necessary to: commit this bill? 

_,The CHAIR replied that ‘it was not, but the 
House might commit it if it saw fit. 

Mr. FLETCHER wished his colleague then to 
State the reasons for his motion. The bill, it would 
be seen, provided that the agency should be esta- 
plished on the first of June, but, if the gentleman’s 
motion should prevail, the bill could not be reach- 
ed till long after that day. If his colleague was 
opposed to the bill, let him say so at once, and not 
seek to kill it in this indireet mode. 

Mr. ALLEN said that he wished to examine 
into the facts of the bill, and the extent of it, for he 
thought there were other portions of the State thal 
could be selected far more advantageous than 
Montpelier, say Burlington or Windsor. d 

He had a further objection to the bill. There 
was no need of passing a distinct measure for the 
establishment of a pension agency at a particular 
point, for there was a law in force conferring the 
power upon the Secretary of War, or the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, whenever they deemed it expe- 
dient, and. they were the proper persons In whom 
such a duty should be reposed. 

Mr. FLETCHER would ask then why it was 
that all these matters were not left to those officers? 
It would be seen that the House had but. this mo- 

` ment. ordered a similar. bill, applying to another 
State, t6.athird readifig, and had passed.some two 
or-three during ‘the present session. Mr. F. then 


went to describe the inconveniences now feltby the: 


‘pensioners in that part of Vermont proposed to be 


Mr. 8. also. reported unfavorably.on the petition 
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accommodated by this bill, many of whom had 
actually to pass through Montpelier if they received 
their. pensions in person, or to employ agents for 
that purpose at considerable expense. 'To besure, 
his colleague resided. at Burlington, but then Mr. 
F did not reside at Montpelier, and he only advo- 
cated the general interest of that whole scction of 
country which wanted this accommodation. Mr. 
F. also put some questions to his colleague as to 
whether certain portions of the State would not be 
better accommodated by the agency at Montpelier 
than at Burlington or Windsor, and added that he 
objected to the commitment of the bill, because it 
would have the effect of giving it its death blow. 

Mr. ALLEN replied that the facis about which 
his colleague had inquired were those which Mr. 
A. wished to examine into for himself, and though it 
might be done in the House, he thought the Com- 
mittee of the Whole the more fitting place to go 
into them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to propound ano- 
ther inquiry to the chairman of the Revolutionary 
Pension Committee. A year ago, Mr. U. had 
made an application both to the Secretary of War 
and to the Commissioner of Pensions, for the esta- 
blishment of a pension agency in the southern 
part of Kentucky, without expense, but he was 
unsuccessful. Now, the pensioners in that section 
of country had to travel from one. to two and three 
hundred miles to get their pensions, and he could 
get no relieffor them under the general law, if there 
was one; notwithstanding which he saw there from 
time to time these little bills passing te accommo- 
date other States, like Vermont, which were not 
one third the size of Kentucky. The question he 
wished to propound to the chairman of the commit- 
tee was, how these things werc to be managed so 
that his [Mr. U’s] constituents might be benefitted 
by the information? 

Mr. MORGAN replied that he was not aware 
that any instructions had been given to the commit- 
tee, either by the gentleman himself, or by any other 
member from Kentucky, to that effect; but if any 
should come before the committee, he could assure 
the gentleman that it would receive its early atten- 
tion; and they would report upon it as speedily as 
possible, 

Mr. FLETCHER then called for the reading of 
a document from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
which turned out to be adverse to the establishment 
of an agency at Monipelier. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio complained that 
these bills contained no safeguards against an im- 
proper use of the public money; a subject of itself 
of so much importance, that it merited further in- 
vestigation; and he wished an opportunity of dis- 
cussing both bills. 

The CHAIR remarked that the other bill was 
passed. 

Mr. ALLEN’S motion in reference to this bill 
prevailed, and it was committed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for repairs and improvements on certain 
buildings and grounds, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SERGEANT inquired of the gentleman 
when he proposed to call up the bill in relation to 
the new Treasury. building. He was induced to 
do so on account of the distressed condition of the 
operatives on the building, who were understood 
to have been discharged without any certain pros- 
pect of their speedy re-engagement. 

Mr. LINCOLN replied that, as- soon as this bill 
was committed, he should report a resolution to 
take that subject up, Mr. L. took that opportuni- 
ty to state that the bill referred to by the gentleman 
was in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but, since it was last under discussion, the 
President of the United States had put the whole 
subject in commission, under the superintendence 
of the Secretary of. State, the Secretary of War, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. The Commit- 
tee on the Public Buildings had received a commu- 
nication from these gentlemen requesting informa- 
tion, to which the committee were obliged. to re- 
spond, that they had no other means. of informa- 
tion than was .possessed by the- Commissioners 
themselves. Mr: Iu.-stated that there was agreat: 


number of laborers. and artisans, who.would-be: dis-. | 
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charged from employment in this. city, many. of 
whom had large families dependent upon them for 
support and daily bread, and consequently great 
distress would result, unless this subject was early 
acted upon. In view of this the committee had in- 
structed him to report the resolution he should pre- 
sently introduce. s . 

The above bill was then read twice, and com- 


` mitted. 


Mr. LINCOLN then reported a resolution pro- 
posing that the House go into committee at 12 
o’clock to-day on the bill to provide for the re- 
moval of the wallsof the new Treasury Building, 
and for the erection of a fire-proof building for the 
Post Office Department. 

The SPEAKER said he felt it his duty to notify 
the House that he had had in his possession, for 
several days, a memorial from persons who had 
been employed on this building, but had had no 
opportunity of presenting it. 

Mr. SERGEANT hoped the House would con- 
sent to its presentation at that time. 

Mr. YELL objected, and demanded the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution; which 
were ordered, and were, ayes 70, noes 99; so the 
resolution was rejected. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to 
regulate the postage on letters, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. HALL, on leave, presented an amendment 
he gave notice he should move, when the bill came 
up for consideration. : 

The morning business being disposed ef, the 
Cnam announced the private orders. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said with $600,000 worth 
of protested drafts upon the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, now under protest, he mustask the House 
to go on with the public business. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the gentle- 
man would not insist upon any motion to that ef- 
fect, as it was several weeks since the private ca- 
lendar had been touched. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was compelled to do so 
under the circumstances he had stated. 

Mr. BOON, on leave; made a statement. He 
said that, at the request of several gentlemen who 
wished to vote on the resolution offered by him 
some days since, he should not submit it again to- 
day, but gave notice that he should do so to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted his motion 
to proceed with the public business; but it was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. C. then gave notice that he should, on Mon- 
day, after the presentation of petitions, move the 
House to take up the public business. 

The private orders were then taken. 

The Senate bill to authorize the Commissioner 
of Patents to issue a patent to Angier March Per- 
kins and John Howard Kyan was resumed, the 
question being on its third reading, 

The bill was discussed at great length by Messrs. 
LEGARE, CUSHING, MERCER, MENEFEE, 
HOWARD, TOLAND, TAYLOR, CRAIG, 
SERGEANT, CAMBRELENG,  TOUCEY, 
WHITTLESEY, ROBERTSON, and FLETCH- 
ER of Vermont. 

After which, on modon of Mr. TAYLOR of 
New York, the bill was recommitted to the commit- 
tee which reported it, with instructions to. report 
the reasons on which the report was founded. 

The House then went into a:Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Arnerron in the chair, for the consi- 
deration of private bills; when the following bills 
were taken up and considered: 

A bill for the relief of the administrator of Whar- 
ton Quarles, deceased. j 

A bill for the relief of John Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Car- 
ter. 

_Acbill for the relief of the representatives of Wil- 


am T. Smith. 


A-bill for the relief of the representatives of Tho- 
mas Sumpter. 

A. bull for the relief of the representatives of Tho- 
mas Jett. . 


<o Abil for the relief of the heirs of James Madi- 
SOR. 
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A bill for the relief of the children of Col. Henry 
Irwin. - 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Col. Richard 
Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Chilton, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas H. 
Boyles. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Mc 
Clellan. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Fan- 
ning, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Cap- 
tain Charles Snead, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Da- 
niel Williams. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Wm. 
Hooker Smith, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
George Gibson, deceased. 

A bilf for the relief of Crawford Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirsof Wm. B. Bunt- 
ing, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Ti- 
mothy Feely. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Dr. 
Wm. Jchonnet. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 

rancis Vigo. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
Anthony Walton White. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
Willis Reddick. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Vauter. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
B. Ashe. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Jordan. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Na- 
thaniel Irish. 

A bill for the relief of James Witherell. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel Jones. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Nourse. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Nathaniel Tracy, and representatives of Thomas 
Gordon. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

The bills for the relief of James Witherall, for 
the relief of the representatives of John Jordan, and 
the relief of the administrator of Wharton Quarles 
deceased, were reported without amendment, and 
severally ordered to a third reading. 

On the bills for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, 
of Joseph Nourse, for the relief of the representa- 
tives of Colonel William Reddick, and for the relief 
of Nathaniel Tracy, the committee had leave to sit 
again. 

The remainder were reported severally, with an 
amendment to each, striking out the allowance for 
commutation interest pro forma, in order to settle the 
principle in the House, as before, and were all 

ostponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. KILGORE, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instrncted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from North 
Union, via Leavittt, Dallas to Waynesburg, Ohio. 

On motion, at 5 o’clock, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 18, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill from the 
House to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes, 
to meet the current expenses of the Government 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. observed that this bill came 
to the Senate yesterday after 12 o’clock, referred 
to the Committee of Finance, and reported back 
by them in the course of the afternoon. He want- 
edtoinguire of the chairman of the committee 
whether they had authority from the Senate to 
meet while the Senate was in session. He was 
aware that it had been the custom of the standing 
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commiliees of this body to act on bills that were 
not deemed of any great importance during the 
Senate’s hours of business, but he thought that a 
bill of the importance like this ought to be examin- 
ed in a different manner. : 

Mr. WRIGHT would answer the Senator by 
saying that no authority was given by the Senate to 
the committee to meet during the session of that 
day, nor did any member of the committee leave 
the chamber to his knowledge. The bill was sub- 
mitted to each member of the committee in his 
place, three of whom concurred with him in favor 
of, and in reporting, the bill without amendment; 
the others, authorizing the report, though dissent- 
ing from the bill. This was the action of the com- 
mittee as far as he knew. Whether it was irregu- 
lar or not, he did not know, but it had been fre- 
quently practised in that body, particularly with 
regard to appropriation bills. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not expect to be 
called on to yote for the engrossment of this bill 
at so early a period after its reception from the 
other branch. Scarcely twenty-four hours had 
elapsed, and yet the question on ordering the bill to 
its third reading was called for. Before he gave 
his vote, he proposed to say a few words in rela- 
tion to the subject. He begged leave to cisclaim 
any disposition to thwart the measures necessary to 
carry on the Government, and desired that it might 
be distinctly understood that he wished the Govern- 
ment aided in carrying on all the great works of 
internal improvement, such as roads, harbors, etc. 
in which it was engaged. Mr. W. was of opinion, 
however, that there were cther modes of raising 
means that might be resorted to less objectionable 
than that proposed by the bill before them. Atthe last 
extra session he had voted for the issue of ten mil- 
lions in Treasury notes, and he did not regret it, 
because, at that time, he considered it necessary to 
provide present relief. Congress had been called 
together by the President in a case of great and ex- 
traordinary emergency; and yet some of the most 
distinguished friends of the Administration had 
avowed their determination never to vote for ano- 
ther issue of these notes. One great objection he 
had to this money was, thatit was continually fall- 
ing below par, and the Government, therefore, 
instead of paying its agents and public servants in 
the constitutional currency of the country, would be 
paying them in depreciated paper. Another objection 
presented itself to his mind; which was, that it was 
bad policy to get into the habit of raising money by 
such means. ‘There was now no exigency, no very 
particular emergency; at all events, it had not been 
made to appear that there was an emergency to 
justify such a step. Congress had already been in 
session five good months, and yet we had heard 
nothing of such a crisis in the affairs of the Trea- 
sury. In fact, there could be no crisis now which 
a vigilant, systematic, and prudent, officer would 
not have earlier foreseen. Mr. W. contended that 
the bill was defective, inasmuch as it did not re- 
new the penallies, and neither did it impose the 
same duties on collectors, &c. as in the former bill; 
and he contended that if the money were so much 
wanted, the proper mode to raise it would be by 
loan, and not by the issue of paper muney, which 
would act with inequality, inasmuch as it fucta- 
ated in value. He was against the practice of 
paying paper money by the Government. It was 
not a legal tender; and the report made by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance the other 
day against paper, contained, also, ananswerable 
arguments against the adoption of this bill; and, so 


far as he was concerned, he could have wished - 


thirty thousand copies more had been printed. Mr. 
W. said that unless the money was offered in one 
hand, and the paper in the other, these notes were, 
fo all intents and purposes, a forced payment. 
Mr. W. moved to amend the bill by limiting the 
issue to two millions of dollars, to meet such bills 
as might be imniediately due. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he should endea- 
vor, so far as was in his power, to discharge what 
was his duty in regard to this bill, without pro- 
tracting debate. 

Still some portion of the remarks of the Senator 
from Massachusetts seemed. entitled to some at- 
tention. One was his commendation of the sound 


; and valuable-principle-of paying the public credi- 
| tor in what. was ‘equivalent to specie, and he was 


gratified to find that.the Senator wou]d go. with him 
in favor cf the principle that was not less valuable, 
that of preserving. the faith of the Government. 

The report of his [Mr. W.] to which . the .Senator 
alluded, was an- argument to show. thatit: was 
highly improper for this. Government to make ten- 

der. in payment: of its debts of the paper of local 

corporations; and he confessed that to some extent 

that argument might be applied to paper issued up- 

on the authority,-faith, and credit of the Govern- 

mentitself. He was among that class, who, ifit 

were not necessary for the operations ‘of the 

Treasury itself, would. not adopt even’ that 

expedient. So much for that. Then the 

gentleman would ask him, why did he urge 

this bil? He answered, because. he bes 

lieved the necessity existed for it. We are told by 

the Head of the Treasury Depariment that eyen in 

means of this character the Treasury is so limited 

that itis in danger from day to day of being com- 

pelled to turn its creditors from the door. . The 

public funds of other descriptions. are postponed, 

and placed beyond the reach of the Treasury, by 

law, and the want of authority to reissue the. Trea- 

sury notes puts it outof the power of the Secretary - 
to ofer payment even in this description of funds. 

The gentleman had contended that there was no 
eminent necessity for passing this bill. . Would the 
gentleman tell him why there: was. not? : He says 
the Senate, so far as it is concerned, has given an~ 
thority to sell the bonds of the Bank of the United 
States. He, Mr. W. remembered. that the only 
voice raised against that measure was that of the 
Senator himself, on the ground that we could mot 
sell these bonds upon the terms prescribed, ‘in this 
country, and that there was not time to send them 
abroad forsale. He, Mr. W. felt the force of that 
suggestion, and submitted to the Senator ihat it 
would be necessary for Congress to provide suffi- 
cient means for the wants of the Government, by 
authorizing an issue of Treasury notes, or by aloan, 
and added that, if the bonds did sell, it would su- 
persede the issue of Treasury notes to the amount 
they might sell for, 

We have been told that the bill before us is not 
broad enough to accomplish its object. He [Mr. 
W.J did not apprehend any difficulty on that score. 
But he spoke with great distrust of his own judgment, 
as to construction of law, when. the distinguish- 
authority of.. the Senator was against him. “He 
found, however, the bill to read: E SE gs 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen~ 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress aga 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued, according to the provisions con- 
tained in, and subject to all the conditions, limitas 
tions, and restrictions of an act, entitled “An act'to 
authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” approved 
the twelfth day of October last, in place of’ such 
notes as have been, or may be issued under the 
authority of the act aforesaid, and which have 
been, or may hereafter be, paid into the Treasury 
and cancelled. 

Now, as far as his comprehension extended, the 
clause just read brings the whole of the act’of’ the 
extra session forward, and makes it applicable to 
this bill. Would it be pretended that under this 
law a note could be issued bearing more than six 
per cent. interest? 

Mr. WEBSTER. No. : ae 

Mr. WRIGHT. Would it be. pretended: that 
they could issue more than ten millions? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Yes. ae 

Mr. WRIGHT here read from the bill, to show 
that notes can only be issued in-place of those that 
came in. : 

Again: the notes issued under the authority of 
this law are made receivable in payment of all 
dues to the Government. Was there any doubt of - 
this? : 

Mr. WEBSTER. No. gd 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then it appears that, with one 
exception, all the substantive provisions of the law 
cf the extra- session are made applicable to this, 
except the penal enactments. As- a’ lawyer, he 
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should as confidently Say that these enactments 
were brought forward as the others. © But this was 

‘not material. I find, said he, that; as far as the ac- 
tion of the Senate is concerned, the case is already 
provided for, independently, by a bill just passed to 
punish the counterfeiting of these notes, and by a 
general law of Congress in relation to the punishment 
of crimes, passed in 1825, enumerating the counter- 
feiting of Treasury notes as one of the crimes to 
be punished. That law was yet in force. Again: 
at the present session the Judiciary Committee 
have provided for a supposed casus: omissus found 
in both laws, which was, that there was no provi- 
sion made to punish persons who should have in 
their possession counterfeit Treasury notes with 
intent to pass them. The Senate had passed this 
billand sent it to the other House, so that the 

‘criminal provisions, as far as this body is con- 
cerned, are complete, without reference to this bill, 
or the law of October. 

But the Senator suggests that there are no state- 
ments, and that, therefore, we do not know that 
the Treasury needs this supply. Could this be 
said after what had passed here within the last few 
days, and yet perhaps this body had been made to 
know less upon the subject than it ought, as most 
of the communications had been transmitted to the 
House? But his memory told him that the wants 
of the Treasury were so imperious as to require a 
special communication from the President of the 
United States; that that communication was made 
to both Houses, and was accompanied by one from 
the Secretary of the Treasury; that that message re- 
commended this mode of providing for the exi- 
gency, and it seemed to him emphatically to be the 
correct one. Did any member of that body believe 
that the Treasury was not in immediate want? His 
information, as late as yesterday morning, was that 
there were but $50,000 of Treasury notes, autho- 
rized by the act of October, that remained to be 
issued; and that there were but some $200,000 in 
the Treasury scattered over the whole country. 
Could there be any dcubt then as to the immediate 
and pressing necessity for passing this bill? Why, 
asked Mr. W.are we brought tothisstate of things? 
The Senator told.us that, after passing the law of 
October, it was understood that one of this charac- 
ter would not be called for again. But the Senator 
did not recollect the change that was given 
to that-act in the House of Representatives. 
It passed this House without any provision as toa 
reissue of the notes, but it came back from the 
House with an interdiction on such reissue; and 
he, Mr. W. ‘remembered well, in moving for a 
concurrence. with this amendment, that he said 
that the bill thus amended would answer till the 
next session of Congress, when further provision 

. could be made, if necessary. By making these 
notes receivable for the dues of the Government, 
nearly six of the ten millions had been redeemed, 
aud all our revenue coming in comes in that pa- 
per. The revenue is as large as was anticipated, 
but there was no money coming in; and, though 
they had issued ten millions of paper within 
$50,000, they were now but four millions in debt, 
the balance of the notes having been already re- 
deemed and cancelled. It was not by this bill that 
they were incurring one dollar more of debt than 
was authorized by the act of October last. This 
pill did not authorize the reissue of a single note 
which has not been cancelled under that act. He 
would make. a single remark more, which he hoped 
would be the last. We have been told of the de- 
preciated character of this paper. He believed 
that some of the prices current had pat it below 
bank paper, though that was at one single point of 
the Union only, New York; but it was now quoted 
there andat Philadelphia, three or four per cent. 
higher. than: that paper (United States Bank notes) 
which is-held in-such high estimation by the gentle- 
man and his ‘friends. - His information told him 
that Treasury notes were higher at the South than 
any bank paper. In Philadelphia it was also 
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higher, though in New York it might be quoted a 
trifle lower. That, however, was not the point. 
The question was, what were they to do? We 
cannot, by our fiat here, place money in the Trea- 
sury at a moment’s warning. Then can we do 
any thing better.than to give to the creditors of the 
Government the best paper in our power—that 
issued upon the faith and credit of the Government 
itself? The limitation proposed by the Senator’s 
amendment would not answer. Who could tell 
how soon it would come back again? and how long 
would twe millions last, when in the single port of 
New York it comes in at the rate of $300,000 per 
week? How long would it be before the Secretary 
of the Treasury would be compelled to come be- 
fore Congress with another statement showing a 
deficiency of means? What danger could there be 
in issuing this amount? Would itrun the Govern- 
ment in debt a dollar beyond the amount autho- 
rized by the act of October last? Not one dollar. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the candor of the honora- 
ble gentleman has put this bill on the ground which 
expresses the different opinions between him and 
myself exactly; and I am desirous that it should 
be understood that what he says in fayor of Go- 
vernment paper money goes to make it, on the 
whole, but litte better than the bad money ot bro- 
ken banks. The Senator says it is at least as good 
as theirs, which is twenty or twenty-five per cent. 
below par. Have we contracted with our army, 
our navy, and the judges of our courts, to pay 
them in something but a little better than the depre- 
ciated paper of thebanks? Was that our contract? 
No, sir, it was very diferent. 

We have heard much said about the paper party, 
the advocates of a paper system, and a paper 
Government. Let us see who they are. I insist 
that the mouth of the Administration is shut on 
this subject; for all they propose to pay out is not 
gold and silver; and if we cannot pay our own debts 
in specie, or its equivalent, how can we demand it 
of others? What is the argument of the honora- 
ble chairman of the committee, but an acknow- 
ledgment that we cannot pay our debts? He asks 
what can be done? Sir, I willtell him. If Trea- 
sury notes are issued, all bearing an interest of 
five or six per cent. and sold to supply us with the 
means of paying what is due from the Govern- 
ment, our credit and punetuality will be sustained. 
He proposes that they shall not be payable under 
a year, Let us issue them so, bearing an interest 
of five or six per cent. and sell them in the 
market, and in two hours the Government will 
be able to meet the demands upon it. Why 
should this not be done? Sir, I put the question to 
Congress and to the country., They may not sell 
at par, but why not sell them notwithstanding? If 
it 1s not done, the Government cannot properly pay 
its debts; and who, in that case, is to bear the mis- 
fortune—the Government itself, or its individual 
creditors? The Senator is averse to this method, 
because there is an exigency in the condition of the 
Government, and it cannot pay its debts without a 
sacrifice. Is this the language of individuals? If 


there must be a loss in the payment of a debt, on 


whom is it to fall? Does an individual say he 
would have to sell his property cheap, and, therc- 
fore, he cannot pay? Sir, there is no difficulty in 
the way to prevent the Government from doing as 
I have proposed, to maintain the credit and good 
faith of the country; there is nolhing to prevent cur 
selling out own notes, and thus raising the money, 
and paying according to contract. The Senator 
himself admits that the method proposed amounts 
very nearly to a forced payment; and, sir, I say 
again, that. what we now propose to offer as an op- 
tion to our creditors is of less value, the country 
through, than the payment which the Senator op- 


poses in his report, because on that the creditor can. 


receive the specie if he ‘prefers it; for, in the terins 


of the proposition, the specie isspaid and. payable 
on demand. But this Government paper is not at 
all of that character; itis payable*only at a distant 


day, or in dues to the Government.” 1 “say, then, 
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that, on the ground that it is only a little deprecia- 
ted, it is as much against the principle as if it were 
reduced to fifty percent. The man is entitled to 
the whole, and we, as his debtor, are not doing our 
duty unless we pay him the. whole, . Weall know 
that this paper will not be at par with gold and sil- 
vecatany pointin the Union at any time, and, 
therefore, we should not sanction the principle of 
offering paper which we know is not at par, and, 
therefore, is no substantial option; the Senators 
themselves are the judges that there is no substan- 
lial option. We, therefore, force on our creditors 
something of less value than lawful money. 

This bill, Į am of the opinion, will not have the 
effect to revive all the act of October last. “All 
that relates to the duties of the Secretary of the 
Treasury is duly provided for; but this bill does not 
revive the third section of the law of October, rela- 
ling to the collector, his deposites, and receipts, and 
all that; and I say that it does not revive the penal 
part of that law. The Senator speaks of the law 
of 1825 as supplying this deficiency, but in the bill 
of the last session he thought the penal provision 
necessary, and I had supposed that the law of 1825 
did not cover exchequer bills subsequent to that 
period. If the Senator means to say that this bill 
does not revive those provisions, then I say that it 
does not accomplish its object in that respect. 

Sir, what is the state of the case? The four or 
five millions of dollars of. Treasury notes are now 
outstanding. The gentleman says that they are all 
received for the customs and at the land offices, 
and therefore the Government gets no money. Is 
it not the reasou of the distribution of these Trea- 
sury notes that they are to serve the same purpose 
as to get the money? These reports show that we 
have a Government currency, and have not any 
thing in the Treasury but this depreciated ‘paper, 
and that is a state of things which I will not agree 
to encourage. I am opposed now, and always 
have been, to all introduction of paper money as.a 
depreciated currency for the Treasury, and ask 
again, if we cannot pay our own dues at par, who.. 
can? Itis time for us to stop the outery against 
depreciated paper, when we, with our eyes open, 
authorize what amounts to a compulsory payment 
of our creditors with something of less value than 
lawful money. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had not heard, du- 
ring the whole session, a stronger argument in fa- 
vor of the policy, that the Government should keep 
its own funds, and collect them in the legal-aud 
constitutional currency of .the country, than. that 
just delivered by the Senator from’ Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Weasrer.] He entirely concurred with him 
that it is bound to pay its creditors in the legal 
currency, and the importance ‘of preserving the 
public faith from the slightest blot. But to accom- 
plish this, the Government mast always be kept 
in a condition to meet ils engagements, and how 
could this be done, but by collecting its dues in the 
legal currency, and keeping it in its own custody? 
This was the only possible manner, and yet this is 
neither more less than the odious Sub-Treasury, 
which the Senator is in the daily habit of denoun- 
cing so violently! . Ce 

But while he tells us that the Government is 
bound to pay in gold and silver, and that nothing 
short of that can preserve the public faith immacu- 
late, he is the strenuous advocate of collecting 
its dues in bank notes or their equivalent. “Phe 
fallacy consists in supposing that such notes are 
equivalent to specie... ‘There is nothing equivalent 
to gold and silver but themcelves. Nothing else 
can legally pay debts, or release the debtor from 
his obligation. to hisereditor. ` This the Senator as- 
serts; and insists on most correctly. How then 


..can bank notes be equivalent, unless they can al- 


ways. command, without the possibility of failure, 
the amount of gold or silver that they call for? Is 


such the fact?” Is it the casenow? On the cone 
< trary, is it not notorious that the Government has 
-dnillions of bank notes collected, when the banks that 


issued them were  specie-paying banks, but whieh 
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cannot now. commanda cent in specie? . And is it 
not now compelled to dishonor its credit, atid vió- 
late ifs'faithy because it collected ‘its dues in bank 


notes, and-confided the safe keeping of. its funds to.. 
the banks?.;;And yet while the Senator. denounces: 


«this want of ability on the part.of the Government, 


yhe is the strenuous advocate. to. renew. its. connec-- 


tien with the..banks, under the: fallacious idea that 
bank notes and bank credit are. equivalent to spe- 
~cie, dging; in'a word, the very thing. again which 
has subjected the Government to the necessity 
which he-so strongly condemns! : Worse than this: 
he proposes to repeat: the process, when it is ad- 
mitted by his colleague, [Mr. Davis,] and his dis- 
tinguished friend behind him, [Mr. Cray,]} that the 


renewal of the connection must again be followed - 


in a short time. by another explosion,, when again 
the Government would be compelled to do what 
the Senator so justly and ‘strongly condemns! . He 
was ata loss.to_undersiand how the Senator could 
recongile the couflict between. his sentiments-and 
the course he advocated. It seemed. to -him, that 
as the zealous supporter of the good faith of the 
Government, he ought to be the warmest advocate 
of ihe only mode of collecting and keeping the 
public money by which it could be preserved. 

, <The Senator, in his zeal to preserve the public 
faith, recommended that the Treasury notes autho- 
rized to be issued by this bill, should be made to 
bear an interest of 6 per cent. and be sold for money 
instead of’ being paid to the publie creditors. He did 
not explain what he meant by money. If he means 
gold and silver, does he not see how greatly it 


would impede and. embarrass: the resumption of: 


specie payments, for the Government to go into the 
market, and draw out at once eight or ten millions 
of specie? Would he recommend that at this eriti- 
cal moment, when the banks were about to resume? 
If he means bank notes, then it was neither more 
nor less than to advise the Government to exchange 
its credit for the credit of the banksof New York 
and Boston, (the only specie. payments at this:mo- 
ment,) and give them 6 per cent. to boot, when it 
was notorious that Treasury notes.were at par in 
both those places, and would be better over the 
whole South and West than the very notes for 
which he proposes to exchange them! This would 
certainly be a very good operation for those banks, 
but would bea very bad one for the Government 
and people. The Senator has spoken of Trea- 
sury notes as being depreciated. Such was 
not the fact. They had been above par every where, 
habitually compared with the local bank. notes, 
except during short intervals at New York; but 
that. did not show. that .they were actually depre- 
ciated- Weall know that the currency of New York 
has been in a highly artificial state, from the neces- 
sity its banks were under to resume specie pay- 
ments by a certain day, or forfeit their charters. 
Therate of her exchanges with London clearly 
proves. the. unnatural condition of her currency. 
The difference in. her.favor was far greater than 
could be explained by any operation of commerce, 
and ifhe did not mistake, was greater than the de- 
preciation of the Treasury notes, compared with 
her local currency, which demonstrates that they 
have not been depreciated at any time, compared 
with London, which may fairly -be considered the 
standard of the currency of the commercial world, 
Though he regretted, with. the Senator, that the 
Government had not at all times been in the condi- 
tion to. meet its engagements in gold and silver, it 
was some consolation to reflect that substantial jus- 
tice had been done to its creditors, as far as it had 
used its own credit throughout this embarrassing 
and painful crisis. f 
The question before them was very simple. Tha 
Government was out of money, and there were 
but two ways of supplying the deficiency—to bor- 
row it, or to use its own credit; and the question 
was which should be done? Tne Senator. objected 
strongly to the latter, but he could not possibly be 
mere opposed to it than he [Mr. C.] was to the 
former. It is useless to. attempt disguise, -Those 
. Who advocate a loan, mean to force the. Govern- 
Ment to exchange its credit for that of. the banks. 
-. Phere is no one so erazy.as.to believe that a Joan 
ought to be made ih gold'and silver. Now what 
have we daily heard for the las} six months, from 


nous. fo 


that the credit of the: Government was so:essential’ 
to the banks, that/if if Was Withdrawn, the whole 


system would fall prostrate; and yet they. new ask fi.: 


the Government. to: exchange jts better.credit: for. the 


very credit-that jt sustains, and give six per cent to || 
boot! . What would be:thought of an individual in: 
cchang- : 


private:life who would commit the folly of exchang- 
Ing his own. promissory. note for.that ofa neighbor, 


_ Which was.so inferior to-his as to. depend. upon his: 


endorsement for its credit, and give similar dif- 
ference? He would be regarded afit candidate for 
Bedlam; and yet this is exactly what. those in favor: 
of a loan wish Government to do.. Togive a.clear 
conception how the blending.of the credit of the: 
Government with the banks operated, both in rela-. 


> tion to individuals and the Government, be would’ 


illustrate, his conception by a statement ofa case.. 
Take three individuals, near.neighbors, and of 
equal wealth and ‘credit: say three planters,. each. 
worth a hundred thousand. dollars, free of debt, 
and of equal character for fidelity in meeting their 
engagements, and call. them A, B, and C. 
manifest that, each being of equal.credit, neither 
would think of exchanging his credit for- either of: 
the others, much less of paying a difference in the 
exchange. But let Government interfere and take 
up C, and confer banking privileges upon 
him—that is, authorize his promissory notes to be 
received in its dnes and the purchase of its domain, 
and give him the use of its funds between. the pe- 
riods of collection and disbursements, and this: 
equality will be destroyed. . A and. B would now 
call itan accommodation to. obtain: C’s. notes. in ex- 
change for theirs; nay, C. would. disdain. to ex- 
change, unless the one-should endorse for. the 
other,-and pay him six percent. difference; and to 
this exaction they would be compelled to submit. 
A, for instance, wishes to settlea son.in the West; 
and for the purpose of purchasing land from the 
Government, desires to raise ten -thousaad dollars, 
Neither his note-nor B’s can buy land; and to ob- 
tain the means, he is obliged to go to.B, get his en- 
dorsement, which, from his perfect confidence in his 
neighbor, he gives for nothing, and gives-his note, 
with the joint credit of both, in exchange for C’s 
note, deducting nearly seven dollars in the hundred, 
or nearly seven hundred on the whole, His son 
puts the note in his pocket-book, and goes off to the 
West, where, through the magic of banking privi- 
leges, it is converted into solid and fertile acres. 
Presently the Government gets out of money; and 
all the friends of C (a numerous host) zealously jn- 
sist that, instead of using its own notes, it should 
sell them to C in exchange for his, and pay the 
same difference; and this they call a loan—bor- 
rowing money! The thing is monstrous. 

Thus regarding it, he has long.considered public 
Joans among the greatest impositions; and he was 
accordingly mortally opposed. to a public debt, 
When there was a deficit, it was better hy far for 
the Government to use its own credit directly, nor 
did he believe it to be impossible, if the laws which 
govern credit and circulation were fully under 
stood, to supersede a resort to any other resource, 
without burthening the public with the heavy and 


| pernicious load of debt, contracted for the -most 
part by the exchange of its own credit for that of- 


the banks, in the form of banknotes. He, for one, 
was not willing that, his constituents should be 
taxed for a loan, when it could possibly be avoid- 
ed; and such was his repugnance to a debt, that he 
could scarcely imagine the case, in peace or war, 


that would induce him to vote for one with his pre- 


sent impressions. a : 

But if Treasury notes were really below par, as 
asserted by the Senator, it would not be at all sur- 
prising, and might be easily explained.. Their va- 
lue mainly depends on their receivability in the 
publ’c dues, and it might be anticipated that the 
liberal indulgence given to the public debtors at 
the extra session would tend to depress them in the 
market; and it isa proof of the high estimate placed 


_on them by the public, that they have been so liti 


tle affected by ‘the course to which he has referred. 
Their depression. during -the late war, when they 


_ sunk below the value of bank. notes even: during 


the period of the suspension of specie: payments, 
has often been urged against: their use. Nothing 


It is. 


-with the banks, and 
_thisa confusion of ideas, or, at least, of terms. 


on theology, ora philosophical: dissertation, he 
would start up and say it contained fine doctrines 
for divorce. But what did I say touching ‘the doc- 
trine of divorce? I insisted that the: Government 
should: fulfil its. contracts; but-what has that to do 
with divorce?. .Did-E contend. that thé Government 
should pay any thing not equivalent to: specie? I 
have never done it.. It is.astonishing that the gen- 


vtleman, should - so: laboriously confound: things so 


different; anq before .he attempts it again, let us 
understand the use of terms.. F contend that Trea- 
Sury notes: can never be at par, and by that I 
mean at the established rates according to “law. 
The gentleman ‘says they are, and have been, at 
par, because they are equal to par in New. York, 
Bat he might.as well say that broadcloth, or molàs- 
Ses, or any other merchandise, is at par. | His pro- 
position is that they are equal to par in New. York 


| for the London market. But what of that? T mean 


that they are not equivalent.to gold and silver, in 
the currency, and according to law. His par and 
my par, therefore, are not the same thing, If*he 
Means to meet. the question whether, Treasuiy 
notés are equivalent to gold and silver. as the legal 
standard, that is the question; but if he ‘will not 
meet that. question, I offer no other. : 

He asks, how can. Government pay in what is 


| equivalent to specie, if ‘it pay. in specie. paying 


bank notes? ` It has. done so for. many years, and 
never found any difficulty in doing it, and it never 
will. He speaks also of our. exchanging. credit 
paying the difference.” “But 


‘What does he mean by ‘credit? -If he means that 
the Government can, contract loans on as good 
terms as the banks, thatis not denied,» Bat what 
would you call a.check which is given on a bank? 
fs that credit? It isnot credit: it is a thing entirely 
different. To make the two cases at all alike, the 
Government paper must bé. redeemable ‘in spécie, 
on demand, at the Treabury; and then, I daresay, 
its paper would be very good. He asks if Mr: 
Astor would pay a bank for its credit; Mr. Astor, 
and every man, however large their-capital ‘and 
credit, borrow money of the banks when they wish 


to do it, on time, because that money is payable in 
specie, The gentleman calls that an exchange of cre- 
dit for credit. But itis no such thing. You cannot 
say that a note on timeis equivalent to a bank note 
commanding the specie; they are entirely different. 
The gentleman says that the Government credit is 
the bestin the world; but itis not the best in the 
way that the Government uses it here. If he says 
bank notes circulate on the credit of the Govern- 
ment, that does not make Government notes of this 
kind better than bank notes payable and paid in 
specie. It may do very well to help out of an 
emergency; but the erisis is in his argument, and 
the emergency in his proposition. Paper is not 
equivalent to specie, unless it is payable in specie, 

I do not ask how it may be sold for exchange 
on London, but whether it will pass current as 
specie or as equivalent to specie. Let us try that. 
Will Treasury notes command the specie, at par, 
in any State. of the Union? We all know that they 
will not, It is a general remark that they are un- 
der specie par; this has been admitted, and all the 
facts show it. 

But let us look farther at what is the operation 
of exchanges. You may call ita transfer of bank 
notes. But the genileman’s suppositions are all 
ideal, and never take. place. All great pay ments 
are'made by transfers of credit, and this is the ac- 
tual payment. Look at the operations of this 
Government. In 1816, they passed a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing. the collectors to receive the paper 
of specie-paying banks. And how did they do it? 
The collectors and the books of the Treasury had 
no separate accounts; but all was passed to the cre- 
dit.of the Government as specie. Look al the books 
for twenty years, and can you find any thing there 
except what is put down as specie? But the notes 
were not kept at all; and the gentleman’s notion 
that we must have an arnful of notes for our cre- 
ditors that come here, and notes that will net at 
once command the specie, is going on the up-hill 
road, and I believe the country cannot be dragged 
into it. And the gentleman asks, will you sell these 
notes for specie? That, he thinks, would be ruin- 
ous, and for bank notes he will never sellthem. He 
will have neither specie nor bank notes, What, 
then, willhe do? He comes back to his project at 
this and the last session, of the exclusive. use of pa- 
per money by the Government, He will borrow 
neither specie nor bank notes, but will pay outand 
receive Government paper as the exclusive me- 
dium. The. Government must have money of its 
own; and,,as. he says, if there is an emergency, and 
the-Government is in want of more means, what is 
it to do? Make more issues of paper. All this he 
told us before, and thal the Government is to sus- 
tain it at par, for which. the power of the Govern- 
ment is sufficient. By thishe cannot mean the par 
of specie, but of something else; for there is no truth 
in the proposition-as a general one, that Govern- 
ment credit is better. than any other credit. It is 
convertibility which makes bank notes equivalent 
to specie, and it is altogether ideal that, by receiving 
specie-paying bank notes, we disable ourselves 
from paying what is equivalent to specie. 

Sir, Lam asked whether I would go the length 
of selling these Treasury notes for money, and then 
whether I would have it in specie. I at once say, 
sell them, and then every body will know that there 
will be a choice only between specie and something 
that will command specie. I say make your ac- 
counts every where in specie or its equivalent. The 
gentleman supposes that we are to withdraw the 
amount of $10,000,000 from the circulation. if 
we should grasp the silver and shut it up in the 
Treasury vaults, that would be altogether injurious, 
and the gentleman, therefore, uses a very good ar- 
gument to-day against what he urged six mouths 
ago. He now says, if we withdraw so much specie, 
it would cause embarrassment; but what did he 
think of demanding it for revenue? He now says 
that this ‘Treasury. note bill is a most necessary 
step for all the banks. He then saw no inconve- 
nience in demanding payment in specie; it would 
not embarrass the country, and was the only. just 
mode of collecting the revenue. Let our Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury. be -a-man-of just and liberal 
policy, ‘addicted to no'mere theories, and bound 
cown., by no party dogmas,.and he will make the 
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disposition of these notes in the market in a few. 


days, disturbing nobody, and giving no occasion 


for these agitations and alarms; itis the continu- | 


ing these Treasury notes, and rejecting the prac- 
tice of twenty years for dreams and theories, that 
creates all difficulties. 

But the gentleman asks, is not the Government 
to use its own credit? Certainly it should; and it 
is right that, like individuals, it should get money 
and pay its own debts. It should use it now; but 
is it a proper use of Government credit to force it, 
instead of the money, on its creditors? Is it jus- 
tice to tell its creditors, though you prefer specie or 
the notes of specie-paying banks, you shall have 
our credit. only? Like individuals, the Govern- 
ment should come up to the standard of the coun- 
try; and, if it has not the means to pay its debts, 
then, like individuals, it should raise it by its credit. 
But it has no right to compel the creditor to receive 
its promise to pay, any more than individuals have 
the right to force on their creditors a new promise 
instead of paying what they owe. The gentleman 


calls that using credit, but itis using power, and not į 


a use of credit. 

And now to go back to his example of the three 
farmers, A, B,C. The gentleman supposes that 
the Government authorizes the receipt of the paper 
of C, so that he may make purchases directly of 
Government, which A and B cannot do without en- 
dorsed notes at interest, and he says that this is 
just the case with the banks. I say it is not the 
case, and that every idea of credit involves time 
and convertibility; and if it does not, itis nothing. 
The notes of the bank are money in effect, and to say 
that their paper is on time, and that there is merely 
an exchange of credit, is what no man can say with 
propriety. Suppose one of your officers in the city 
of New York sells a ‘Treasury note, and he gives 
you a check on one of the banks paying specie, so 
that you can go across the street, and get it if you 
choose, is there any change of credit if you receive 
the notes of the bank, when you can go at once 
and get the specie? It is not an exchange of cre- 
dit; it is an exchange of credit for money, if you 
give your note on time, for specie, or the equivalent 
of specie. This, Mr. Astor, or any other individual 
would do, if he wished to use his credit for what 
would give him an immediate command of specie. 
The terms of the gentleman, therefore, do not 
stand in relation to each other; they are, therefore, 
net justin argument. And there is no analogy be- 
tween the cases to which he has applied them. In 
his case of the three farmers, undoubtedly the Go- 
verament ought to make no discrimination; and 
they never should in regard to bank notes, except 
on the ground that they are equivalent to specie, 
that they are more convenient, and at the same 
time equal in value to specie; and if Treasury 
notes were so equivalent to specie, then it might be 
proper to place them on the same ground. 

Mr. W. expressed the hope that the Senate 
would at an early day take into consideration the 
subject relating to the Treasury order. Whatever 
else was done or not done, that he thought ought to 
be rescinded. Some gentlemen thought it had 
done good, but could do so no longer; others thought 
that it had never done any good; but all concurred 
in the opinion that it ought to exist no longer. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would not notice the 
criticism with which the Senator opened his re- 
marks, as he considered that as intended for 
the gallery. He had loug noticed that, when hard 
pressed in argument, the Senator always resorted 
to sarcasm or ridicule; and there were few occa- 
sions In which he. more needed their aid than the 
present. He never accused the Senator of saying 
that bank notes should be forced én. the public 


creditor -by the Government; on the contrary, he 


rested his remarks on the ground assumed by him, 
and which he entirely approved, that it could not, 
in good faith, discharge its debts in any medium 


but gold and silver, which he regarded as a conclu- - 


sive argument why-it should collect iis dues in 
the Jegal currency, and.keep jts own funds under 


its own custody, that it might always be in the con- , 


dition to preserye it 


Senator was in favor of. receiving ihe notes of s 


cie-paying banks, on the ground: that.they were 
equivalent to goid and silver. ‘Here lies the. delu-.. 


s-eredit. On the contrary, the } 
je- |} garding 


sion of the Senator. . To be equivalent is to be equal 
ii all respects; and-yet, while the Senator confesses 
that they are not equal in the discharge of the debts 


due from the Government, he holds them to be `” 


equal in the payment of debts to it. He wouldask 


him why they should be equivalent in the one case 


and not the other, and how the Government can 
possibly preserve its faith, if it cannot pay away 
that which it may receive? =o =s 

The truth is, that it is á pure fiction. to consider 
bank notes as equivalents to specie; and it illy 
becomes him who falls into one so gross to talk of 
the visionary theories of others. ae a 

But the Senator has gone a step farther. He. 
says that bank notes are not credit, and do not rest 
on credit! Not credit! They must then be actual 
specie, or at least identical with it in’ every re- 
spect; and to this conclusion he must come to re+ 
concile his course with the sentiments he has ex- 
pressed. Te would not waste his breath in dispel- 
ling so wild andstrange adelusion, which all around 
us proclaim to be the merest phantom. So far 
from being specie, representing specie, or resting 
on specie, or being necessarily converted into spe- 
cie on demand, they are nothing but credit, credit, 
eredil, throughout, ; 

Since the days of the deposite Bank of Amster- 
dam, bank notes never have represented specie. 
The first act vf a bank, even’ when specie was 
actually paid in, which was rarely the case, was to 
ge} clear of it, except a small portion, by lending 
it out. ‘The real bank capital, on which they mainly 
did business, was the notes discounted, which rested 
on the credit of the drawers ‘and endorsers, and. on 
theircredit and solvency depended the ‘credit and 
solvency of the banks. It was, in fact, their cre- 
dit, converted into bank notes, and backed by the Go- 
verumentcredit on which bank currency rested; and 
yet it is this, which rests on credit, piled on credit, 
und composed in all’of its elements of credit, 
which the Senator denies to be credit, and con- 
siders as nothing less than the actual specie itself. 

‘The Senator seems to think that it is impossible 
to bring and keep Treasury notes at’ par, with gold 
and silver. In reply, he would’ refer to the fact 
already mentioned. It appeared by the Intelli-’ 
gencer, now on his table, that they are now at par 
with specie at New York. But he had a much 
stronger fact. The Prussian Government, which 
he regarded as the best administered at present in 
Europe, had a permanent issue of Treasury notes 
of a large amount, which were not only at par with 
specie, but habitually bore a premium; which com- 
pletely refutes the assertion of the Senator. He 
made the statement on unquestionable authority— 
the highly intelligent and respectable representa- 
tive of that Government to ours. There was no 
mystery about the matter. The Goverament, in all 
civilized countries, is’ the great money dealer. 
lts fiscal action pervades the whole community, and 
affects, more or less, every individual in it, and it 
must, of course, creaté a general demand for what- 
ever itreceives and disburses as money in the ma- 
nagement of its fiscal concerns. ‘To this our Go- 
vernment adds the possession of a boundless and 
fertile domain, which: is in the course of rapid set- 
tement, and that necessarily creates ait extensive ` 
demand for whatever is received in payment for it. 
It is these demands which will ever keep Treasury 
notes at par value, unless the due proportion be- 
tween demand and supply should be iranscended, 
or bank notes, or-some oiher. niedium other than 
goid and silver, be permitted to supply their place. 
It is the same relation’ between demand and sup- 
ply, and not their convertibility, which mainly sus- 
tains the value of bank notes. . 

The debis due to all banks fairly conducted’are 
greater than those due from them, and, of course, 
their demand for their own paper, when the quán- 
lity issued is not excessive, must keep up its value 
so long as their. debtors arë solvent, as between 
them and the banks it.is equal to specie. There ig 
this difference between the two: that the demand 


. of the Government is far more universal, and may 


be rendered more steady, which gives it a decided 
superiority: over the ‘credit of the banks. Thus re- 
garding the two, he did not doubt it was muci 
saferand wiser for the Government to use its own 
credit in the collection and distribution of its reye 
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nue, as far as it might be convenient, or to meet a 
temporary deficiency in the revenue, like the pre- 
sent, than to use bank notes, or resort.to a loan. 
He did not wish to be understood as going further. 
_ There was no contradiction’ between his course 
now and formerly, as the Senator supposed. He 
never doubted that the demand of the Government 
for gold and silver to pay its dues, woulc more or 
less disturb the process of resumption, but not to 
the extent for which he and others, who thought 
with him, contended, while he regarded the good 
to be attained as infinitely outweighing the evil. 

Kt is not difficult to see, why the advocates of the 
banks should be so much in favor ofa loan. It is 
a very profitable transaction to those institutions 
to exchange credit with Government, and receive 
nearly seven per cent. to boot, getting at the same 
time a better credit than their own. . 

Mr. C. concluded in showing that the Senator 
had not met the case he stated of A, B, and C, which 
Mr. C. restated, and further illustrated; and said 
that he would be glad to hear any one fairly state, 
and attempt toanswerit. ` `, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not wish to resume 
the discussion où the Sub-Treasury, but he would 
say afew words in explanation; and I wish it, said 
he, always to be understood that, when I insisted 
that the Government should pay in specie, I always 
added, “or the equivalent of specie,” because spe- 
cie-paying bank notes are equivalentto specie. Un- 
der the resolution of 1816, every thing was passed 
to the eredit of the United States as cash. And why 
did we allow the payment of specie-paying bank 
notes? It was for the sake of convenience. But 
it was not said that they would not be subject to 
loss. It was not on account of their absolute secu- 
rity, but of their convenienee, that the joint resolu- 
tion of 1816 was adopted. There was danger of 
loss, or at- least no absolute security; and the same 
may be said of specie itself, for that may be coun- 
terfeited.. My argument was this: that the paper of 
specie-paying banks was received and’ paid, valuing 
it as aconstant equivalent to species and this is 
founded on the fact that specie-paying bank paper 
is the representative of specie, having that which it 
represents always at command. The factis known 
to be that the paper of such banks does pass as spe- 
cie, and the Government adopted it on that ground, 
and that was all I said. 

Eut I am glad of one thing: that the gentleman 
does not deny what I said in respect to his being in 
favor of a Government paper currency; but, on the 
contrary, has confirmed it. If this is not the ten- 
dency of the doctrine of State rights, it is the result 
of the doctrine of him and his friends; all-tends to a 
Government paper,a Government bank. He has 
said nothing to show that I misrepresented him in 
this respect. He is for a Government paper, and 
I goagainst it. Iam but for one standard, and that 
is the standard of the community. 

The gentleman says that my argument carries 
contradiction in it. If it is in opposition to any 
other argument of mine, that might be shown. But, 
ashe was rather indefinite, he may say that itis op- 
posed to my course. [It was opposed to an in- 
ference of Mr. Canos.) But what has been my 
course, and what opinion have 1 ever expressed, or 
what vete have I given, inconsistent with what I 
have expressed to-day? I do not see that Govern- 
ment pays in specie any the less because it uses 
the agency of the banks. For twenty years we 
have paid in specie, or its equivalent, and have 
used the banks as our agents, and we use them 
now. The gentleman says he will have no- 
thing todo with"bauk paper. But what says the 
Secretary of the Treasury? Does he not say that 
he will receive bank notes; and hasit not been pro- 
elaimedas a great meritin the Administration that 
they do reeeive them? ` Does the gentleman sup- 
pose that specie is now paid on goods imported? I 
nnderstand just the reverse, and that the merchant's 
check is received for his bond; and this is justly 
considered as equivalent to specie. Therefore, if 
these Preasury notes were sold in New York, the 
merchant would give his check for them. 

The gentleman seems to complain that I did not 
answer his case of A, B, C. . It was thus, as I 
understood it: He supposed three farmers of equal 
credit, but the Government says it will receive the. 


paper of C.- If that were the case, I should say it 
would be a very foolish and unequal law. Bat if 
he had-put in the case of © that his-paper was con- 
vertible, on-demand, to specie,’ and that the paper 
of the other two was not, he would then have a 


parallel case, and it might be an ‘advantage to C. to. 


give his paper this respectability. But that is not 
the object. The great object of the Government is, 
and ought to be, the accommodation of the public; 
and, if there is an incidental benefit, that can be no 
objection, but a recommendation. But the object 
is to` accommodate the public and the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he wished to- be dis- 
tinctly understood, that he did not carry his ideas 
of the Goverament using its own credit beyond the 
temporary wants of the Treasury, and the conve- 
niest management of its fiscal concerns. : 

If he did not censure the Administration for re- 
eciving the notes of specie-paying banks, it was be- 
cause he believed that the laws left no discretion; 
but, with his opinion, if he were the Chief Magis- 
trate, and believed that he had a discretion whether 
to receive such notes or not, he would not permit a 
dollar of bank paper to be received. There was a 
heavy responsibility somewhere. We are renew- 
ing our connection with the banks, when it was ad- 
mitted that a shock must again follow at no distant 
day, unless some measure was adopted to preventit. 
He hoped gentlemen would bring forward their 
plans for preventing it, so that they might be duly 
considered. He, on his part, regarded:the separa- 
tion as the most safe and simple that could be 
adopted, and trusted that it would not -be surren- 
dered, unless some other more eligible could be de- 
vised, of which, however, he had no hope. 

Mr. PRESTON argued at length against the 
adoption of the bill. He would give his assent in 
no shape or form to the establishment of the repu- 
diated and continental system of paper money. He 
should meet the crisis boldly, and not seek to hide 
the matter under the garb of a re-issue of Treasury 
notes. This bankrupt state of the Treasury must 
have been known, or at least foreseen. ‘The sales 
of the public lands had almost entirely ceased; the 
revenue from the customs was dried’ up. Why, 
then, were the States not called on for the restcra- 
tion of the deposites? He would answer, that the 
people might mot have their eyes opened to scruti- 
nise the conduet of the present Administration; that 
Administration which had promised so much in the 
way of trenchment and reform, and done so little! 


That explained the partiality for Treasury issues, | 


that splendid financial operation, which made money 
for the Government by the skill of the engraver; the 
object of which was to conceal from the people 
the state of embarrassment whieh misrule had 
brought upon them. We were told last session 
that it was a case of great emergency and pressing 
distress. - Give us an issue of ten millions, that 
shall be the last you will ever hear of it, and yet 
in the space of a few short months we are called on 
for ten millions more. It would appear that when 
we got out of money, all we had to do was.to send 
to New York; a little steel, and copper, and ink, 
were the only ingredients necessary for the issue, 
as the people had already forgotten the Common- 
wealth paper of the Revolution and the assignats of 
France. What was the object of all this, but to 
bring the people by degrees to the adoption of.a 
Treasury Bank. Mr. P. denied the constitutional 
right of Congress to issue bills of credit, and for so 
high a rightas that he would claim the express 


power; we had the right to tax, and to borrow, and | 


the enumeration of these powers showed clearly 
that the right to i-sue bills of credit was not. fn the 
grant. Mr. P. then read an amendment which he 
had prepared, calling on the States for the amount 
of the surplus fund deposited with them, in the pro- 
portions, and at the dates, prescribed by the depo- 
site act; but which, he said, he would not offer at 
the present time. i 

Mr. CRITTENDEN opposed the bill on the 
ground that this mode of raising money led:to ex- 
travagant issues, and therefore ought to be: dis- 
¢+uraged. In three years this Administration, with 
the cry of retrenchment and reform, had spent one 
hundred millions of dollars, and-now-gave out an 


“emérgensy.” If this were to continue, and the. 


` more limited -the grants of money. the be 


penditure of the public money. than he was: 


mortality: the better! Nothing. could ere. it but. 
keeping it from. the: money. *-Mr..C. continued his 
remarks to some length,-and-announced hi 
tion of- voting- for. the samendment,:. 


Mr. BROWN, before. the question..was taken, 


wished to make afew observations; and he promised 


the’ Senate that-.he would: detain them for avery 
few. minutes. But for: seme- remarks which had 
fallen from ihe two gentlemen who had addressed 


` the Senate on the other. side, and-for some.errors.in 


point of fact which had..escaped them, leavihg him 
in no. surprise ‘at the conclusions to which they 
had arrived, he would not, at this.late.period of the 
day, have trespassed on: the indulgence of the Se- 
nate. In. the-first place, the Senator.from Massa- 
chusetts spoke of the depreciated condition of Trea- 
sury notes, and: contrasted. them with the notes of 
the banks, greatly to the advantage of -the latter. 
One of the arguments of that gentleman, predicated 
on this assumption, was, that Treasury notes should 
not be offered to the creditors. of the Government, 
but that they. sbould,.at all times, have the.option 
ol receiving gold and «silver, or. their equivalents, 
Another honorable genileman, distinguished in. the 
ranks of the. Opposition, took occasion, the other 
day to say, that the notes of he Government were 
inferior.in value to those of the Bank of the United 
States. Now he [Mr. B.] happened to have in his 
possession a statement, which conclusively. esta- 
blished the contrary. He saw in. the prices-current 
of New York, dated the. 15th of this month, that 
they had sold at parin the notes of banks which 
were redeemed in-specie; and, therefore, they were 
equivalent to specie. “nie. Mim fh, Mar iba. 

_ At-the very time that the gentleman: uttered. the 
remark that the Treasury notes. were inferior to 
those of the Bank of the United States, the laiter 
were four or five per cent. below par, when the 
former were above, or equal to it. He found, also, 
by the same paper, thatin the city of Philadelphia, 
Treasury notes sold at 24-per cent. advance. Now 
there was that difference between the current notes 
of Philadelphia and specie; and therefore, at that 
place, the Treasury notes were equal tospecie. He 
was astonished at the boldness with which. gentle- 
men for some time past had made in their places 
similar declarations. He took:the.occasion to, say 
that'these errors and misrepresentations “wee of a 
piece with many others. that‘ daily went-ont from 
this body. One of the great objects of-a' certain, po- 
litical party seemed to'be to assault and.destroy the 
crédit and character of the Government of the 
United States;and while they did that, they, in the 
same breath, sought to elevate’ the credit and cha- 
racler of the Bank of the: United States.. Such’ as- 
saulls were not only against the credit and charac- 
ter of the Government of the United States, but they 
were against the honor and character of the people 


-of the United. States; for the, people and the Go- 


vernment were identified, both in credit and in cha- 
racter; and their pecuniary and political interests 
were’ indissolubly. connected together... Notwith- 
standing the acknowledged truth of this axiom, we 


‘have heard gentlemen from day to day endeavoring 


to bring down the credit of the Government of their 
country below that. cf the most corrupt banking 
corporations; and yet they would talk of their pa- 
triotism! Patriotism! Why, it was said that the 
De. il could quote scripture, when it suited his pur- 
poses to do so. . T 
No man was more averseitoan extravagant ex 

He 
was one of that school, who- believed: that.a rigid 
and jndicious economy, in the management of the 


| public finances, was essential tothe preservation of 


our institutions ‘in’ theiy original- purity; and he 
would be the last.inan to sanction’ a resort to the 
cred.t of the Government for the encouragerent 
of wasle or extravagance. Bat the Government 
was smbarrassed, and that embarrassment was 
brought about not by its own acts, but by a great 
moneyed: power, acting in concert witha certain 
political party, whose- only -hopes of success.rested 
in destroying the credit of the Government, and 
drying up the resources and commerce of. their 


country, Tt was one-of a series of actions, put 


~ tnto‘operation for several years past, to arrest the 

financial “operations of the. Government, for 

< the purpose of forcing thë people into the measures 
of a banking’ corporation: “It was ‘shamelessly 
avowed by its organ, that it was in vain to reason 
with the people, and: that they never would be 
brought to their senses until they were brought to 
them by severe distress. Sir, said Mr. B. I believe 
that the great object of that power has been, and 
is, to produce that distress, for the purpose of bring- 
ing the. people, as they say, to their senses; or, in 
other words, to bring them bound hand and foot to 
its footstool. _ This haughty moneyed power has 
not only carried on its designs against the citizens 
of the country in their pecuniary and commercial 
relations, but now ascends a step higher, and dares 
to wrestle with the Government of the people’s 
choice, striving to arrest its fiscal opeiations, for 
the purpose of bringing the “stupid” people to 
their senses. Should that object be accomplished, 
then those political prophets who have been exult- 
ing for years in the embarrassments they have 
thrown in the way of the Government, will trium- 
phantly say: “ Your Government can only get on 
by the aid of a Bank of the United States.” 

Mr. B. here tzok occasion to refer to the 
course of the Federal party during the late war 
with Great Britain, in availing themselves of all the 
means in their power to embarrass the operations 
of the Government, and to bring its arms and its 
credit. into disrepute, by refusing necessary sup- 
plies, which he likened to the course of the Oppo- 
sition at this time, reckless of the honor and inte- 
rests of their country, and willing to sacrifice all 

“in the eager pursuit of political power. What 
was the course of the Federalists, he asked, in that 
war? During its whole continuance they were 
constantly endeavoring to karrass the Government, 
to cripple its rescurces, diseredit its arms, and to 
bring itto propose an inglorious peace; but 
people, whom they now profess to be so anxious 
to bring to their senses, were not quite so lost to 
national honor as to sustain them; bat, with patri- 
otic devotion, they stood by their country, as he 
trusted and believed that they would now, and 
that country came out of the contest with in- 
creased strength and renovated glory. He could 
not but admire the patriotic and noble senti- 
ment which was uttered by one of our gal- 
lant defenders: during that memorable con- 
test. “I am for my country,’ said he, “right 
or wrong.” Te had no difficulty in believ- 
ing that there was a systematic endeavor to pros- 
trate the credit of the country, and to bring it to 
the feat of a great political party and a great mo- 
neyed. corporation, as was then, by the same means, 
attempted to bring it to the feet of a foreign power, 
In this posture of affairs, he was, like the gallant 
officer whose language he had quoted, for sustain- 
ing his country at all hazards; he would say, “ mil- 
Hons for defence, but nota cent for tribute.” He 
had heard it proclaimed, in the course of this de- 
bate, that the Government of the United States was 
bankrupt and insolvent. It mortified him more 
than he had language to express, to bear such sen- 
timenis as these uttered by an American statesman. 
What! this Government, richer, and in better con- 
dition inits fiscal resources, than any Governmenton 
earth, bankrupt! The idea, absurd and ridiculous 
as it was, was calculated to disgrace us abroad. St 
was an insult, not on the Administration, but on the 
country at Jarge—on the whole people of the United 
States. To say that this Government, which but re- 
represents the wealth and intelligence of the people of 
the United States, and in which great concern they are 
the stockholders, is bankrupt, was an assault on the 
national credit and character. If the merest petti- 
fogger in the humblest county court in the Union 
were to get up and make the assertion, in a legal 
argument; that the wealthiest citizen of the county 
was insolvent, because he could not pay every dot 
Jar he owed at a moments warning, he would be 
scouted at. He knew that honorable gentlemen, 
whovhad read something of the law-merchant in 
Blackstone’s Commentaries, unlike statesmen. of 
enlarged-and liberal views, endeavored to assimi- 
Jate this Government ‘to a bankrupt, technically 

- made so; by force of-law.-. But the merest pettifog- 
ger incour courts. would be scouted for drawing 
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‘such a parallel. He had asserted that there was no’ 


Government in the world whose fiscal resources 
were in so good a condition as those of the United 
States. Let gentlemen look to England—one of 
the freest Governments, in their estimation, in 
Europe. That Government, so lauded by the Op- 
position for its paper system and freedom, had her 
thousand millions: of pubiic debt; while we, who 
merely contemplated a loan of only ten millions, 
were taunted with being bankrupt. If gentlemen 


were disposed to go into figures and calculations, | 


let us sce how matters stood with the Administra- 
tion which preceded the late one, and which 
was expelled from. power by the people’s voice. 
The national debt, under that Administration, was 
forty or fifty millions, though they did not create it. 
The national debt under this and the act of October 
covld not exceed ten millions altogether, and if the 
Government had its available means, it could at 
once pay it off. But the Government had been 
deprived of its resources, by the votes of the very 
gentlemen who now taunt it with bankruptcy, and 
they were, therefore, bound, by every moral and 
pohtical principle, to provide for the deficiency. In 
the first place, they voted for the Distribution act, 
with others, which was the principal cause which 
occasioned the present wants of the Treasury. He 
himself had approved it, believing it to be 
his duty to restore to the people what had 
taken from them. by unjust taxation; 
but gentlemen in the Op®osition voted for it, who 
were governed by no such motives; for they had 
fastened on the country that odious system: of tax- 
ation, by means of which the surplus had accu 
mulated. Gentlemen in the Opposition also voted 
with the friends of the Administration, to relieve 
the merchants who were suffering under the effects 
of the explosion, by an extension of their duty 
bonds, thus placing three or four millions mere out 
of the Treasury; and by voting to relieve the banks, 
by giving them along credit on the Government 
money they had so lawlessly detained, they placed 
out of the Treasury near six millions more. Thus 
gentlemen, by whose votes near forty millions have 
been pnt out of the Treasury, now contend that the 
Government is bankrupt! He contended that every 
moral obligation, every principle of justice and pa- 
triotism, demanded of these gentlemen to supply 
the Government which they had stripped of its re- 
sources. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Preston] askel why they did not establish a sys- 
tem of direct taxation? and why not eall upon the 
States to refund the money that had been deposited 
with them? If the gentleman was so solicitous for 
these measures, why did he not propose them him- 
sclf? Why not propose a measure for the appoint- 
ment of a host of officers to collect the direct taxes? 
Did not the gentleman profess the greatest reverence 
and respect for economy? And what eronomy 
could there be in collecting direct taxes? He be- 
lieved that the ablest financiersestimated that, by the 
best mode that could bedevised of collecting direct 
taxes, the expense would not be less than 25 per 
cent.; while the expense of supplying the Treasury 
in the mode proposed, would be very inconsidera- 
ble. Was the gentleman prepared for calling on 
the States for the meney deposited with them under 
the distribution act, or was his project merely held 
out ad captandum? If he was in earnest, let him 
bring forward his propesition? 

But it seemed that the Senator from Scuth Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Presrox] had made a new discovery. 
He had discovered that the measure now proposed 
was unconstitutional; that the Government had no 
right to make use of its credit by an issue of Trea- 
sury notes. This he asserted in the face of the 
long ‘continued practice of the Government during 
the Jast war; and in the very face of the Constitu- 
tion itself, which gave Congress the power to bor- 
row money, and the power to punish the counter- 
feiting of the securities of the United States. But 
he would give the gentleman, in answer to his ob- 
jections, his own argument, and he wanted no bet- 
ter for the purpose. The gentleman strenuously. 
insisted that, if the Government was in want of 
money, it should raise it by a loan, instead of by 
the means provided in this bill which he deemed so 


objectionable; and in. the very next breath he“ told | 


us that the issuing these “Treasury notes would be 
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«aloan toallintents and purposes.” Now, sir, said 
Mr. B. if it is aloan to all intents and purposes, 
that is a conclusive answer io the gentleman's eb- 
Jections. i 

It had often been asserted that there had been no 
parallel to this case of the Government borrowing 
money during a time of profound peace. This 
was an error, like others used in the heat of argu- 
ment; but it was easy, by historical reference, to 
refute it. The Government, during the adminis- 
ration of Mr. Monroe, called for a loan of five 
millions, which was granted; and, as it was taken 
by the Bank of the United States, it was doubtless 
looked upon as a sound and judicious financial 
measure; but now that the money wanted is to be 
raised on the credit of the Government, independent 
of the banks, it is looked upon as waste and extra- . 
vagance, and unconstitutional. In reply to Mr. 
CRITTENDEN, Mr. B. denied that the bill would 
cause the issue of a greater amount of Treasury 
notes than the ten millions authorized by the act 
of October last, six millions of which have been 
redeemed and cancelled; and, in point of fact, it 
was. a loan asked for by the Government to the 
amount of ten millions, only to supply the place of 
such of the notes issued under the act of October 
last as have been, or shall be, taken in and can- 
celled by the Government. The debt, therefore, 
would not be increased beyond that sum to the 
amount of a dollar by this act. The bill authorized 
but a. mere reissue of notes which was not autho- 
rized by that act. He had heard a great deal said 
about the waste and extravagance of the Adminis- 
tration; and he confessed that, with the knowledge 
he possessed of the votes of the different political 
parties in this body, he could not hear it without 
some degree of astonishment. Who, he asked, 
were constantly found voting for the most wild and 
extravagant appropriations? Surely gentlemen re- 
membered to forget the history of their own course 
on these subjects, who now denounced the very 
extravagance that they themselves had been mainly 
instrumental in producing. $ 

Mr. B. said that the journals of both houses of 
Congress might be very safely appealed to, as 
showing that the opposition to President Jackson’s 
administration had almost uniformly favored a 
profuse and extravagant expenditure of the public 
money. When he had first taken his seat, in that 
body, which was at the first session of Congress 
after the late President came into office, he 
had found the Opposition, which was mainly 
composed of the old American System party, 
almost unitcrmly urging and voting for the 
most wasteful appropriations of the public money. 
There was no system of pensioning, however great 
the charge which it was likely to bring om the 
Treasury, that did not, in the main, meet their fa- 
vor and support. There was no object’of internal 
improvement, however improper and unconstitu- 
tional, that did not find from them a warm sympa- 
thy and ready advocacy. They were, in the main, 
as a party, the supporters of the great project for 
a national road from Buffalo to New Orleans, the 
cost of which was estimated at from fifteen to 
twenty millions of dollars. It was this profuse 
system of extravagance, which at that day found 
so much favor with the Opposition, that led to the 
memorable veto of President Jackson, on the ocea- 
sion of the Maysville road bill; at which time bills 
were pending before Congress for various projects 
of internal improvement, the estimated cost of 
which was largely upwards of cne hundred mil- 
lions, and which were mostly arrested by that me- 
morable decision of the President, and the public 
Treasury saved from a system of. the most waste- 
ful prodigality. Who did not recollect, at that 
day, that the Administration of the late Premdent 
was charged with a ruinous and parsimonions poli- 


cy in regard to internal improvements? “And why? 


Because the policy of the American System party 
required extravagant: expenditures of. the public 
money to-keep up and sustain their favorite mea- 


‘sure of high duties. Tt was true, that when some 


surplus had began ‘to accumulate in the Treasury, 
and a plan for distribution among the Stateshad heen 
formed, the language of economy had sometimes 
been heard from that quarter. It was a mnoh 
more rapid and expeditious way of operating on pub- 
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lic opinion, to act on entire States, than by the slower 
and more detailed plan of acting on sections, by 
granting them appropriations for ‘roads, rivers, &e: 
Hence. this change, in his opinion, in the plan-of 
the Opposition and American System party. ‘He 
attributed it to no motives of economy ‘on their 
part, for that was a principle ‘somewhat. alien to 
their policy, but to a design to use the - very funds 
of the Government to break down those in power, 
by professing to hold owt more of liberality: to- 
wards the States. In'this point of view he had al- 
ways regarded the possession ofa surplus more as 
a source of weakness ‘than of patronage to those 
in power. -By the dexterous use which the Oppo- 
sition had been disposed to make use of it, it had 
been in reality turned against the Administration, 
and had been a source of patronage io those out 
of ‘power, to aid their designs in obtaining power. 

Mr. B. said, therefore, on a review of the whole 
course and policy of the two great political parties 
in this country, tuat no impartial: mind could fail 
to arrive at the conclusion, that the policy of the 
late and present Administration had, by favoring 
a reduction of duties, and - restricung . appropria- 
tions for internal improvements, greatly promoted 

-economy in the publie expenditures, in comparison 
with the system of extravagance which would have 
prevailed if the policy of the Opposition had suc- 
ceeded. It was not for those who had introduced 
and established an exorbitant system of duties and 
taxes, by which large and unnecessary sums were 
brought into the Treasury, to reproach others with 
extravagance. The sin was in having unnecessa- 
rily raised this money from the people; that was 
the mischief of which the public mostly complain- 
ed; that was the real source of extravagance, and 
the great stimulus to it, no matter by what party 
committed, andits authors would be held a¢counta- 
ble by the American people for all the conse- 
quences: Who they were, and to what party they 
mainly belonged, was matter of history. They had 
done more to : injure the purity and simplicity of 
our Government than any’ other and every other 
party which had heretofore sprung up in this 
country. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that, holding as he did 
the particular position in reference to this bill, he 
was yet bound, out of respect to the body, and his 
anxiety for a speedy decision, to deny himself the 
privilege of replying to the many inisrepresenta- 
tions of the gentlemen on the other side. Ie had 
yel hopes that the question would be taken this 
evening, and in that hope he would refrain from 
consuming the time of the Senate by answering 
either of the gentlemen who had-spoken against 
the bill. It was not necessary to take up the time 
of the Senate by answering all the misrepresenta- 
tions which had been made. Some of them were 
well understood, and would be easily corrected. 
For instance, we have been told, said he, that ten 
millions of debt were contracted by the bill of the 
extra session, and that ten milhons more were 
asked for now. Now every gentleman knew that 
ten millions could not be exceeded, and that not 
one dollar of Treasury notes could be issued under 
this bill, except to supply the place of a note that 
had been redeemed and cancelled. With reference 
to the amendinent proposing to reduce the issue of 
Treasury notes to two millions, he wonld observe 
that there were the expenditures under the General 
Appropriation and Navy bills to be provided for 
and, in addition to that, a bill to meet the expense, 
of the Florida war, must soon be expected. here; 
and from information théy had, at least two inil- 
lions had been expended on that object alone, and 
that drafis to a large amount for hat service were 
waiting here for the necessary appropriation to pay 
them. Could it, then, be expected that two mil- 
Hons would be enough? 

After some remarks from Messrs. WEBSTER 
and CLAY, 

Mr. BENTON rose for the purpose o 


answering 


the question how the Treasury came to be at pre- | 


sent out of money. He should be able to answer 
that question ont of the book, and in such a way 
that there should not be aman, women, or child 
in the country but wouid be able to understand it. 
It was because the Congress of 1836 distributed 
among ‘the. States not only the surplus, but nine 
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| that money appropriated could-not be expended in: 


millions of appropriated: moneys. [Mr. B. here 


' read the report-of the Secretary of the See 


showing this fact.] 


By the act of Congress of 1795, every appro». 
priation made by Congress must remain two years: 


to be applied to the object for which it was appro- 


priated, and then, if net applied: for, it~ was-to- go. 


into the surplus fund. Every human. being: knew 


a day. ‘Now, when the bill of 1836 was passed, this 
policy of the Government, established by the law 
of °95, was violated, and it. took all ‘the money 
in the Treasury on a certain day, whether it 
was appropriated or not. The distribution law was 
peremptory. on that head, and divided the money, 
pot that which remained after answering ‘the ap- 
propriations, but that which was in the "Treasury 
on the first of January. The stave-off policy was 
pursued then, ax now, and it was mid-summer. be- 
fore the appropriation bill was passed, and there- 
fore; as he stated, there was a recapture of the ap- 
propriations. Yes, sir; by this-bill he appropria- 
tions were recaptured on the last day of December. 
He denounced the recapture at the time, and at 
the ensuing session, when the report of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, showing that $9,646,000 

had been recaptured, he called for ‘the ob- 
jects for which the appropriations thus re- 
captured had been made, and a detailed state- 
ment was made by the Secretary explaining them. 
These facts were known to every gentleman here; 
notwithstanding itis represented to.the people that 
the Treasury is destitute in consequence of-extrava- 
gance. If hehad known that these statements would 
have been made, he would have provided himself 
with the document, and shown the portion of these 
appropriations that had been recaptured. ‘These 
Treasury notes were now wanted.to:pay for.them. 

He took his stand, (Mr. B. said} with five or six 
others, against this Distribution bill, and he now 
congratulated himself that he had done so. The 
consequences resulting from “this bill had shown 
that he was right, - He said atthe time that it was 
an illusion; that there was no-money; that it was 
all bank credits, that would vanish into nothing as 
soon as the banks were called upon. : He remem- 
bered a former occasion, when all this song of a 
surplus was sung in the same key, and ended very 
much in the same manner. When he came into 
Congress, in Mr. Monroe’s time, we had'an income 
of forty millions, and a surplus of nine mil- 
lions, and in the next year there was not a dol- 
lar—no recapture. In the first year he was 
here, eight millions were. borrowed, and that 
too within a year after. Mr. Monroe had called 
on Congress to know what to do with the surplus. 
He had risen to answer the question why the Trea- 
sury was out-of money, and he had answered that 
it was because of the recapture of °49:646,000 by 
the distribution act. Another reason was that the 
banks-had suspended payment with the money of 
the Government in their vaults, and Congress had 
given lime to pay it in. They had also extended 
credit tu the merchants on the duty bonds due by 
them—thus laying out of six millions of dollars; 
another reason was because they had divided 
twenty-eight millions among the States, and it was 
in vain to bamboozle the public with- any other 
reasons. 

Mr. TALLMADGE recollected the word # bam- 
boozled.” It had been quoted by the Senator as 
often in 1836 as to-day, and was a kind of catch 
phrase used for political effect. Mr. T. contended 
that if the deposite law had gone into operation as 
originally intended, all the present disasters would 
have been avoided. The Senator from Missouri 
has told us that he was proud he was one of the six 
that had stood ap against that measure, and that he 
had warned gentlemen at the time it would destroy 
the banks. It so happened that two of the-cashiers 


: of banks of New York had told him to take the 


money out Of their hands, and deposite it with the 
States, and that conversation was what induced 
him to make a proposition to that effect. - It was 
well known the President said he would- veto such 
a bill; and with this threat of the ‘vetd-ovér our 
heads, the bill was not passed as originally drafted. 
Ifit had, we should now have had any money that 
we might have wanted, hadit not been for Execu- 


. been passed, which arrested, the: eight:or nine. m 


: of the New York banks. 


tive , Interferençe Mr. T- said, if: 
lions-that the Senator spoke ofy: 


where ‘wonk 
gentlemen- now have. bee 


the report sent in. by: Seenetaiys ‘Gass had no othad: the 


_ effect {0 artest this: extravagant: appropriation ins: 
‘stead of now: being called: on: for ten -milllonsy. we, 


should be required: to-give twenty. or thirty-millions,. 
- Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not understand 
how this nine-millions was recaptared: 
Mr. BENTON. Here take: the book and read it 
-After some remarks from Mr.: CRITTENDEN, 
Mr. BENTON şaid-he meant to speak ‘out. of 
the bool, inasmuch:.as the Senator from - New. 
York, [Mr. Tarumapax,} had. denied: that the dis. 
tribution act had contributed to the stispension of 
the banks, and gave as his authority information 
derived from gentlemen who ‘were directors of two 
¿Now he had-a-report 
made by Mr. Albert ‘Gallatin and others at a. çon» 


` vention.of the city of New. York banks, and as 


that report was made for all -of:them,- "the. two. 
banks alluded to by the Senator must haye been; of 
the number. . The report was made before ameet- 
ing of all the banks of -the city, and approved, of 
by the whole. of them. Mr. 'B. here read extracts. 
from. the report, in: which itis asserted that.the im- 
mediate cause whicb: compelled the banks ‘of. New 
York to suspend specie payments: were well known, 
—they were: the simultaneous withdrawal ot the. 
public deposites, ete. < af 

[After reading a few extracts, Mr. B continued. j! 
Now here- was ‘an: enumeration: of- the ‘cases 
which-produced a stoppage of. the New York banks: 
Four causes were given; andone of them was.the 
simultaneous withdrawal:.of the public deposites, 
etc. Now what caused:the withdrawal of the, pub- 
lic deposites? It was caused by. the distribution act, 
and not by the Secretary of the ‘lreasury; and. the 
report adopted at a meeting of- all thë banks, as- 
signed this as the first cause. This is what he as- 
serted; and he was supported in the assertion by all 
the banks of New York. None of the extravagant 
appropriations were mentioned in the report of the 
New York banks. His fortification bill. was not 
mentioned; and even the Specie | Circular was not 
thought of. 

Mr, CALHOUN said that the necessity of pass- 
ing the Deposite act of 1836 was so.imperious, and 
its s benefit so` manifest, that-it required but little to 
be said in its vindication. “Sach was the urgency, 
that it is well: known. many- who..were- disinclined 
to the measure felt compelled to give it their relic- 
tant support, as the only possible means of exti- 
cating the country from overwhelming difficuldes, 
and of saving any portion of the immense surplus 
that had accumulated in. the ‘Treasury, and. which 
was Still daily augmenting: If there had been no 
other argument in its favor, the one which. is:so 
clearly st “ated and forcibly urged in the’ late report 
of the Finance Committee on the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr: Cray, ] was all-suffis, 
cient. That document clearly proves, as was urged 
at the time, that a vicious. circle had been formed 
from the deposite banks to the specuiators in lands, 
and from them to the land offices; and-thence again 
to the banks; by which millions on millions of. the 
choicest portions of the public domain. were, at 
every revolution,. passed from the people to: the 
speculators for worthless bank notes, Every. time 
the wheel went round, the surplus. was increased, 
and the capacity for another and more sweeping res 
volution augmented in the same. proportions: "The 
Deposite-act, by withdrawing ‘the furnds'from “the 
banks, and placing them in the safe-keeping-of the 
States; cut. and destroyed this circle, -and-broke 
down the speculation; which, if -ithad continued 
another year unchecked, would: have: transferred 
most of the public lands worth having from the Go- 
vernment to those whom the banks inight choose.to 
designate. Itdid more: it saved the large arnounte 
which was withdrawa from the banks, ‘and safely 
deposited with the States; maeh of which, without 
it, must necessarily have been lost 

But we are told that the withdra awal of the finds s 
from the banks was ‘the cause of the suspension of 
specie payment. ` That the manner in which it'was 
done accelerated that event, he-did not doubts buti it 


was idle anid preposterous to. suppose that the sus- 
ension.. would: not ‘have taken place without it. 
The approximate cause’ of that was the indebted- 
ness of the banks beyond their means. of payment; 
and the withdrawal of the deposites, so far from 
contributing to its ‘increase, was the most effectual 
measure that could be devised to arrest its further 
progress. Had the act not been passed, the indebt- 
edness would have been vastly increased, and the 
explosions and loss to the country and the Govern- 
ment proportionably severe. As it could not be 
averted, the sooner it came the better; and admit- 
ting the act accelerated the event, it may fairly be 
set down as one of its benefits. 

But we are also told that jt is the cause of the 
present embarrassment of the Treasury, and that if 
we could command the deposites with the States, 
we should have ample means. That is true; but 
he did not.regard it an evil. Itis, on the contrary, 
a great good, and one intended by the passage of 
the act. Inthe midst of the vast profusion of 
means, which the now expiring protective tariff 
poured into the Treasury, the Government had lost 
all conception of economy and accountability. A 
habit of profusion and extravagance had grown up 
utterly inconsistent with republican simplicity and 
virtue, and which was rapidly sapping the founda- 
tion of our Government. $ 

He foresaw the evil, and recommended, some 
years since, in a report on Executive patronage, 

` the measure now complained of, as the only ef- 
fectual remedy for the great and growing danger. 
He then saw clearly that nothing could reach the 
evil, but the withdrawal of the surplus revenue, 
which could only be effected by placing it in the 
custody of the States. This the deposite act did, 
and its operation now begins to tell, The Govern- 
ment can no longer indulge in boundless extrava- 
gance. It must economise. Necessity forces it. 
He rejoiced at the fact. Nothing short of it could 
bring it to its senses. He exempted neither party 
from censure. Both, with some exceptions, are 
equally to blame. 

Among those who had resisted extravagant ap- 
propriations, he had constantly stood ; and he now 
gave notice, that he would support no party that 
did not make ecotiomy and accountability a lead- 
ing article in their creed and practice. They were 
essential to the preservation of free institutions. 
He regarded fifteen millions annually as ample for 
the support of the Government, under ordinary 
circumstances. Efe believed, indeed, that it might 
be well administered for'three millions less, allow- 
ing for the navy five or six millions annually. Mr. 
Monroe's administration; which was charged with 
extravagance, did not average more than ten, de- 
ducting the payment on the national debt, although 
the’ pensions then were nearly as great as at prè- 
sent. 

Mr. C. said that his colleague had made an 
objection against the constitutionality of this bill, 
which he deemed proper to notice. It was a rale 
with him, where the Constitution is supposed to be 
involved, to bestow his serious consideration before 
he acted; and, if he saw reasons to doubt, not to 
give his assent. He had complied with the rule 
in this case, and the result was a clear conviction 
that the bill was constitutional. The right had 
been exercised from the commencement of the 
Government without being before questioned; and, 
according to his conception, came within the 
powers expressly granted to Congress to borrow 
money, which meant neither more nor less than to 
raise supplies on the public credit. Tnterest was 
not essential to borrowing; and it would be ridicu- 
Jous to suppose that the framers of the Constitution 
intended to authorize the raising of supplies with 
interest, and to prohibit it without it. But we are 
told that Treasury notes are bills of credit, and that 
the ‘Constitution does not anthorize Congress to 
issue bills of credit: He did not deem it necessary 
-tò go inte a forma! discussion on either point. He 


denied that they were bills of credit in aoy proper. 


sense of those terms. ‘They were intended to raise 
stpplies fo meet a temporary deficit in the Trea- 
sury; and were, in fact, nothing more than means 
of anticipating the revenue. 

Buthe would not pursue the argument. Te 


would bring it to a short and decisive issue with his f 
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colleague. His colleague is the strenuous advo- 
‘catéof the joint resolution of 1816, which authorizes 
the collection of the public dues in the notes of the 
specie-paying banks, and has no scruples as to the 
right of collecting in the notes of banks that do not 
pay specie. Now, no one will deny that to autho- 
rizé the receipt of bank notes in the dues of the 
Government, is virtually to endorse on each nofe 
that it shali be received in the public dues; or that, 
if the Government had the right to do the one, it 
had the rightto do the other. Nor will it be 
dsnied, that if the Government has the right to 
write on the back of a bank note, that it will be 
received in the public dues, it has an equal right to 
write the same on a blank piece of paper, or, which 
is the same thing, to make a Treasury note. The 
trath is, that to authorize bank notes to be received 
in the public dues, is neither more nor less than to 
make them, to that extent, Treasury notes, and is, 
pro tanto, as much the making and issuing such 
notes as if done on a separate piece of paper. If 
the one be unconstitutional, the other is clearly so. 
Now, he would make this bargain with his col- 
league and other advocates of the connection with 
the banks: if they will give up the use of bank 
paper by the Government, he would give up the 
usg of Treasury notes; and if they will deny the 
constitutionality of receiving bank notes, he would 
not insist on the constitutionality of Treasury.notes; 
and, in so doing, he should make a very good bar- 
gain for the conntry. But he wasutterly unwilling 
to admit a construction which, while it denied to the 
Government the use of its own credit, would give 
the monopoly of it to the banks. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PRESTON 
and TALLMADGE, the question was taken on 
Mr. Wesster’s amendment, and it was rejected— 
yeas 16, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Criitenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White— 
16. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, ‘Trotter, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—927. 

After some further remarks from Mr. PRES- 
TON, 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of engrossment, which were accordingly 
ordered; and 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading—yeas 27, nays 13, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—927. 

NAYS—Messrs, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, Preston, 
Robbins, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and 
White—13. 

‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, May 19, 1838. 

The Hon. LINN BANKS, member elect from 
the State of Virginia, in the place of Mr. PATTON 
appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio asked leave to submit a 
resolution for a post route. 

Mr. CRAIG had not the slightest objection to the 
gentleman’s resolution, but he must object to its 
putting aside other business, unless he and others 
could have a similar indulgence. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG laid before the House a 
communication from the Acting Secretary of War, 
inclosing several communications from the Acting 
Quartermaster General, showing the pressing want 
of the appropriation for preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities; in order_to carry on with efficien- 
cy the military operations conterted, and those now 
in progress. Among these was a letter from the: 


-Mason, Martin, 
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Acting Quartermaster General, 
April 25th, 1838, which says: ifs f 

“I have not been able to make a single remit- 
tance of any consequence for the suppression of fn- 
dian hostilities for the last ten weeks, though the ex- 
penditures through this department have héretofere 
averaged full three hundred ‘thousand dollars.” 

Another letter from the same officer, dated May 
15th, 1838, says: “I regret very. much that it was 
deemed advisable to propose the appropriation in 
the same minute detail, which was attempted in 
the estimate, instead of embracing all the objects 
of supply, and services due from the Quarter- 
master’s Department, in the same amount, under 
one general head, while I am quite sure’ that the 
aggregate called for is not more than will be re- 
quired. Some of the items will, no doubt, fall 
short, and others exceeds the wants of the service, 
since it is impossible to estimate the expenditures 
for armies engaged in active operations in the 
field, under each separate head, with sufficient ac- 
curacy for detailed appropriations. In that enact- 
ment, inconvenience will be experienced, unless 
power be vested in the Executive to transfer from 
one item to another, which I would respectfully 
suggest, if the present form of the ‘bill be re- 
tained. I would also suggest the following modifi- 
cations of the several items, without affecting the 
ageregate amount. 


under: date of 


Ist. For forage, say - - + $400,000 
Qd. For freight, or transportation, of 

supplies, to the places of operation - 350,000 
3d. For wagons, carts, &c. - 150,000 
4th. For transportation of supplies from 

the depots to the points-of consumption . 700,000 
5th. For hire of meehanics, laborers, 

drivers, &e. =- - - - - 250,000 


6th. For transportation, &c. of volun- 


teers - - - - - - 100,000 
7th. For miscellaneous and contingent 

charges ~ - - - - - 750,000 
8th. For drafts and arrearages - 1,048,600 


Total, corresponding with the estimate ; 
of 17th March, and the bill No. 676 of ———--— 
the House of Representatives: -. - $3,748,600 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an unfavorable. report in the case of 
Col. John Lowry. i : 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on ‘the 
Public Buildings, renewed his request to the House 
to act upon the Treasury building bill on Monday 
next, at two o'clock, and made a motion to that 
effect. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. CAMBRELENG simul- 
taneously asked forthe yeas and nays, which, being 
ordered, were, yeas 67, nays 77; and so the reso- 
lution was again rejected. ` 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, pre- 
sented a petition, 


Mr. RUSSELL again asked leave to- offer the 
resolution, presented to the House on Thursday, to 
repeal the small. note restriction. 


Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a suspen- 
sien of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were, yeas 51, nays 101, as 
follows : 


YEAS—Messrs.. Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Bond, Border, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, 
Crockett, Davies, Dunn, Everett, Evans, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, Hall, Harlan, Henry, Lincoln, Max- 
well, Mitchell, Noyes, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, ‘Russell, Sergeant, 
Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stone, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke-5l. ` 


NAYS—Mesers.. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allén, An- 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Boon, Bu- 
chanan, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Cleveland. Clowney, 
Coles; Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Richard. Fletcher, Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Wil- 
ljam Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hawes, 
Hawking, Haynes, Herod; Holit, Hopkins, Howard, William 
H, Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J.. Jackson, J. Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones; Kilgore, Kling- 
ensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, James M. Mason. Samson 

Maury, McKay, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
McKennan, -Menefee, Montgomery, Morgan, Caivary Morris, 
Murray, Naylor, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Pren- 
tiss, Reily, Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Augustine H: Shepperd, 
Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Yell—101. 


So the House refused to suspend the rales. 
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RECISION OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 
Mr. BOON then made a similar motion to’ pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution “to. re- 
scind the Specie Circular; and, for the ‘first. time, 
he said, asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. f i i 
` Mr. B. explained, in order that the House might 
vote understandingly, that it was. not his intention 
to press the resolution of the gentleman from Ken- 
~ weky, (Mr. WitturaMs, to instruct -the Committee 

of. Ways and Means to bring in a bill on the sub- 
ject,] but to present. his own (a joint one and di- 
rect) asa substitute. (Mr, WrLLIaMms stated, some 
days ago, that he woifld accept Mr. Boon’s, as a 
modification of his own, should the rules be sus- 
pended.} : ` ; 

. On the motion to suspend the rules the vote wa: 
108 to 63, as follows: : ¢ 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. W. Al- 
len, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Bu- 
chanan, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Johu Campbell, 
William B. Carter, Casey, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Coffin, Corwin, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Duan, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Fill- 
more, Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, 
William: Graham, _Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Haley, Hall, 
Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Henry, Herod, R. M. T: Hunter, 
Jabez Jackson, William. Cost Johnson, Kilgore, Legare, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgome- 
ry, Morgan, Calvary Mortis, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Pat- 
terson; Pierce, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Rencher, 
Ridsway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine EY. 
Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, 
Stone, Stratton, Thompson, Tillinghas, Toland, Underwood, 
A. S. White, Joha White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jos. L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yell, and Yorke—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banka, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Brodhead, Cambreleng, Chapraan, Clowney, Cules, 
Connor, Craig, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Dun. 
can, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Ham- 
mond, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, William H. 
„Haunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Martin, 
McKay, Abraham McClellan, McClure,-Murray, Pennybacker 
Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Prentiss, Riley, Rives, Sawyer, Shef- 
yer, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Tuucey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, and Jared W. 
Williams—63. $ : 


REPORT ON. COMMERCE AND. NAVIGATION, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
‘ecommerce and navigation, 

_Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, moved to print 
10,000 extra copies. 

Mr. HARLAN hoped the gentleman would limit 
the number to 5,000, which he thought amply 
sufficient. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied that 10,000 was 
the .usual number heretofore printed, and added 
that he knew of no document of more general inte- 
rest or intrinsic value, as well to the West as the 
East. 


Mr. ADAMS said he supposed the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Harran] was in the predica- 
ment of a certain King of Bohemia, who complain- 
ed that he had no reaports in his dominions, and, 
therefore, that he [Mr, E¥.] could not appreciate 
the vast importance of this document, which, to the 
people of the Atlantic States, was of very great im- 
portance. Mr. A. hoped, therefore, that the mo- 
tion for 10,000 would prevail. 

The motion did prevail, and 10,000 copies ac- 
cordingly ordered to be printed. 

The “bill to establish a pension agency at 
McMinville, in the State of Tennessee,” was taken 
up on its passage. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD begged leave to inquire 
of some gentlemen from Tennessee, how many 
agencies they had there already; for, as Kentucky 
had but one, and could not succeed in establishing 
another, he must see the absolute necessity of an 
additional one for Tennessee, before he could vote 
for it. 

Mr. McKAY inquired further, if the chairman 
of the Revolutionary Committee intended to call 
up the bill tó provide for compensating pension 
agents; because, if so, Mr. M'K. shoyld be un- 
willingly to act upon this bill at present. 

Mr. MORGAN, in reply to the question by Mr. 
McKay; said it was his intention to call up the 
bill-at a suitable time, and to insist on its passage. 
In the mean time, however, it could do no harm to 
pass this bill; it would add nothing to the present 
expense.of paying the pensioners. in Tennessee, as 
the bill expressty provides that the ageney at 


United States. In reply to his friend from Ken- 


tucky, he would say, that the fact of Kentucky” 


having but one pension agency, and Tennessee 


having more, did not argue, that if he would:send’ fi 
the committee a resolution. of instruction that’ 


the committee would not act favorably upon. it, 
but the- contrary. Let the gentleman try-it, and 
he shall have a fair investigation. . 

- Mr. SHIELDS responded to Mr. Unperwoop's 
question, by stating the necessity of establishing an 
agency at this point. . : 

Mr. TURINEY advocated the bill.. It had the 
unanimaus concurrence of the Tennessee delega- 
tion, and added nothing to the expenses of the Go- 
vernment. Moreover, if the. compensation bill 
should pass, it would not augment those expenses, 
because that bill proposed a per centum on the 
amount paid out at each agency. 

Mr. MAXWELL should vote against iton the 
ground that there was a general law, conferring the 
power of appointing agencies on the proper depart- 
ment; and, if it was needed, that-duty could be 
performed. . 

The vote on the passage of the bill was 44 to 89: 
so it was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of ‘the administrator of 
Wharton Quarles, deceased, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jordan, deceased, late a Captain in the 
Continental line of artificers wastaken up-on its pas- 
sage, and was oppesed by Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, 
who went with much.minuteness and historical de- 
tail into the question, and was sustained by Mr. 
Unperwoop, the main pointin issue being whether 
an officer of the corps of artificers should be con- 
sidered asan officer of the regular army. Mr. 
Craic also briefly sustained the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALL then followed in opposition to the 
bill, and the discussion was continued for a short 
time by Mr. Mencer and Mr. UnpERwoop. 

Before coming to any decision— 

Mr. ALLEN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY demanded the yeasand 
nays, which were ordered, and were yeas 46, nays 
56, so the motion was rejected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then moved a call of the 
House, which was refused—ayes 40, noes 47... 

Mr. POTTS moved an adjournment, which was 
carried without a division. 

So the House adjourned. 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 21, 1£38. 


Petitions and memorials being called for in the 
order of States and Territories, were presented by 
the. following gentlemen: 


MAINE. f í 

Messrs. EVANS, NOYES, DAVEE, and FAIR. 
FIELD. 

[Mr. Davee presented the petitions of Thomas 
B. Kennister and others, citizens of Levant, Maine. 
Of Jairus S. Keith and others, citizens of Oxford, 
Maine. Of Charles Tenney and others, citizens of 
Bangor, Maine, in behalf of the Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians; which were severally laid upon the table. Mr. 
D. presented also the petitions of Charles W. Piper 
and others, and of George Crocket and others, for 
the establishment of mail route, from Bangor to 
Stetson, in the State of Maine.] 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. í 
Messrs. WILLIAMS and FARRINGTON. 

‘{[Mr. WituuaMs presented this morning the peti- 
tion of Newcomb Blodget, a revolutionary. soldier: 
referred to Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 
[Mr. Farrincron presented the petition of Jede- 
diah Skinner, of New Hampshire, praying for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. Also, the petition of Francis Hayes: and 
others, praying for a new mail route in New 
Hampshire: referred to the Committee on Post 

Offices and Post Roads.} a pete a 

MASSACHUSETTS, 4 
Messrs. GRENNELL,..BRIGGS,. LINCOLN, 


REED, CALHOUN, FLETCHER, CUSHING, 


“HASTIN 


McMinnville should: be. established only in the - : 
ADAMS. 


event that it could be done without expense to. the : 


-BORDEN, 


oo RHODE ISLAN Dorso orite us. 
Messrs. TILLINGHAST and CRANSTON. |... 
AASS - CONNECTICUT. echo 
Messrs. INGHAM and, TOUCEY. it i aei 
Messrs. HALL, EVERETT, and SLADE.: 

os oe e NEW YORK: TASEN 
Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, GAL- 

LUP, RUSSELL, DE GRAFF,. PECK, BRON- 

SON, PARKER, McCLELLAN;: BICKNELL, 

VANDEVEER,. NOBLE, .PALMER, FILL- 

MORE, JONES, PRATT; GRAY; .CLARK, 

PRENTISS, CURTIS, MARVIN, EDWARDS, 

TAYLOR, MITCHELL, MOORE, HOFFMAN, 

SIBLEY and PATTERSON. wns 

_ (Mr. Cameretene presented the petition of 


Gs, 


` Cooke; of ‘Birmingham, in England, praying fora 


patent for some improvement of. his in the manu- 
facture of gas]... : : oe ee 
[Mr. Grant presented the petition of 33.inhabit- 


“ants of the northern boundary of the United : States, 


praying Congress.to construct a ship canal around 
the Falls of. Niagara. Also, certain resolutions 
passed by the Legislature. of . the State of New. 
York, requesting their Representatives to use their 
best efforts to procure the. adoption, of. such. consti- 
tutional remedies as. will effectually ‘suppress the 
practice of duelling.] mgt Ee Saal i 
[Mr. MeCLeLLaN presented the petition of inhabit- 
ants of the ċity-of. Hudson, New ‘York, praying for 
the location of: the national foundry for cannon at 
that place: referred to the select eommittee.on -that 
subject. Also, the petition of 340 citizens of Hud- 
son, New York, in favor of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, and opposed'to a National Banks- refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union having in charge the Independent Trea- 
sury bill.] : 
{Mr. N. Jongs presented the petition of Rev. 
James M. Sherwood and 62 others, citizens of New 
Windsor, New York, praying Congress to interfere 
in every constitutional way io prevent the treaty 
made with the Cherokee Indians, at New Echota, 
from being carried into effect.] i E 
(Mr. BicrneLL presented a memorial from J. 
M. Mowry and 60 others, electors of the town of 
Eaton, Madison county, New. York, on the subject 
of the late duel: laid on the table'to be. taken up 
with the report of the select ‘committee on. that subs: 
ject. Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
New York on the:subject of. duelling: laid ‘on the 


` table and ordered to be printed... Memorial of T1 


males and 11 females’ of the town of ‘De Ruyter, 
Madison county, New York, praying Congress to 
interfere its authority relative to the treaty made 
with the Cherokee Indians; moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs: laid on the tablei} 

{Mr. *Gatioup presented the petition of Peter- J. 
Borst, John C. Wright, and -52 others, residents.of 
the counties of Albany and Schoharie, New York, 
praying that mail route ‘No.-548. (Albany to Bern, 
New York) be extended, via West Bern and: Wal- 
densville, to Gallupville, New York. Also).the 
petition of John Preston, of Westerloo,-Albany 
county, New York, praying for an increase of his 
pension for Revolutionary services] o cesot S 

[Mr. Prarr presented the joint resolutions of the 
Senate and Assembly of the State of New York on 
the subject of the late duel; and moved. that: the 
same bé printed.. Also, the petition of ‘Lewis B. 
Skinner, and 100 other inhabitants of .Richmond- 
ville, county of Schoharie, and State of’ New York; 
praying the expulsion.of all concerned'in: the: late 
duel, and that they may not be allowed tohold any 
office of honor or profit in the- United States; and 
moved the-same be printed.]. z -> 

[Mr. 'Tavior presented the petition of Asa Chees- 
bro for a pension for services ih ‘the war of the 
Revvlation.} : ; 


[Mr. Sister presented a petition of the citizens 
of the county of Ontario, in favor of removing the 
obstructions to the navigation of the’ Alleghan 
river. Also, petition of 76 citizens of. the town o 
Farmington, in the State of New York; prayin’ 
for the expulsion of all the members of the Hous 
who were ‘concerned in the late duel between Mr 
Graves and Mr.CiıLLey] i 


aie . NEW. JERSEY. > 

Messrs. STRATTON, AYCRIGG, - MAX- 

WELL, and YORKE. | th 
PENNSYLVANIA. ; 

Messrs. MCKENNAN, DAVIS, POTTS, POT- 
TER, NAYLOR, PETRIKIN, BEATTY, WAG- 
ENER, TOLAND, SERGEANT, SHEFFER, 
BUCHANAN, KLINGENSMITH, McCLURE, 
and BIDDLE. | 

{Mr. Bearry presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Armstrong and Butler counties, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Freeport to 
Newcastle. Also, the petition of sundry citizens 
of Crawford county, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route therein mentioned. Also, a peti- 
tion on the subject of the late duel, signed by many 
citizens of Butler and Mercer countes, with a re- 
quest that it be read.} 

[Mr. SHEFFER presented the petition of Adam 
Wert and sixty-eight other voters of Adams coun- 
ty, Pa. praying for the immediate abolition of sla- 
> vand the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, and moved tliat the same be referred to a select 
committee: ordered to lie on the table.] 

{Mr. PETRIKIN presented the resolution of the 
Democratic commitiee of correspondence of Colum- 
bia county, Pennsylvania, in favor of a separation 
of the Government from all banks as depositories 
of the public revenne, and in favor of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury system.] 

DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. 

MARYLAND, 

Messrs. JENIFER, PEARCE, JOHNSON, and 
HOWARD. 

VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. TALIAFERRO, MASON, CRAIG, 
MORGAN, BEIRNE, and MERCER. 

{Mr. Morean presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the county of Marshall, praying the sup- 
pression of duelling: referred, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, the petition of citizens of Brooke 
county, praying for a post route: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Oslice and Post Roads. } 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
Messrs. GRAHAM and RENCHER. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
` Messrs. THOMPSON, CLOWNEY, and EL- 


MORE. 
GEORGIA. 

Messrs. OWENS and CLEVELAND. 

{Mr. Owens presented a memorial from the cor- 
poration of Savannah, praying to be allowed to ex- 
tend certain steets through Fort Wayne, in the city 
of Savannah, the property of the United States. } 


KENTUCKY. 
Messrs. POPE, MURRAY, and MENEFEE. 
TENNESSEE. 


Messrs. Speaker POLK, STONE, CHEAT- 
HAM, CROCKETT, CARTER, and J, L. WIL- 
LIAMS. 

[Mr, Srone presented the petition and accom- 
panying documents of Messrs. Day and Leuty ci- 
tizens of Washington, Rheacounly, Tennessee, pray- 
ing compensation for the transportion of the Uni- 
ted States mail from Pikeville, Tennessee, to Wash- 
ington, Tennessee: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads.] 

OFIIO. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, MASON, HARPER, 
KILGORE, BOND, RIDGEWAY, SHEPLER, 
ALLEN, COFFIN, GOODE, and MORRIS. 

At this stage— f 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS presented the peti- 
tion of 177 of the inhabitants of Marietta and its 
vicinily, respectfully requesting Congress to inter- 
pose-its authority, and prevent the treaty between 
the United States and the Cherokee nation from 
being carried into effect, without the well-ascer- 
tained assent of that nation to said treaty. On pre- 
senting this petition, Mr. M. said: 

.. Mr. Speaker, the names which I find attached to 
this petition command too much respect at home 
and abroad to justify me, as their Representative, 
in barely presenting the petition and permitting it 
to be laid‘on the table, as’ similar petitions have. 
been, without some effort on my part to procure its 
reference, and for ita respectful consideration. 

Marietta was the first seitlement made in that 


% 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Territory, which now constitutes thë State of Ohio; 
and upon this petition I find the names of some 
who encountered the dangers, endured the toils, 
and suffered that privations connected with the 
early settlement-of the country. Thrown as they 
were in the midst of Indian hostilities, and min- 
gling, as they subsequently did, with them in the 
more fiiendly relations of life, afforded them a 
good opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
Indian character,and, knowing it, they know how to 
appreciate it. In. the petition they express their 
fears that the treaty was obtained fraudulent- 
ly, and with these feelings, sir, they are too honora- 


ble, too highminded, and too magnanimous to re- . 


main silent, and see their country inflicting, as 
they believe, cruel and unmitigated wrongs upon 
a weak, but magnanimous people. [Here the 
Speaker reminded Mr. M. that it was not in order 
to debate this question at this time.] Mr. M. re- 
plied: Mr. Speaker, I am aware that it is not 
in order to discuss the merits of this ques- 
tion on the presentation of a petition, nor do 
I wish, on this, or any other occasion to vio- 
late the rules of this House. 

I will only add one or two remarks more, and 
if, in so doing, Lam out of order, I will thank the 
Speaker to remind me of it. 

Iam informed, sir, by a letter which accompa- 
nied the petition, and from a source highly respec- 
table, that our people have a good deal of feeling 
on the subject of this treaty. If their suspicions 
are well founded, ought not Congress to imme- 
diately institute an inquiry into the facts connected 
with it; and if they are groundless, the Govern- 
ment has nothing to fear from such an investiga- 
tion. But, sir, let this House refuse to refer or 
consider the petitions of the people on this subject, 
and do you nol, I ask, throw around the whole 
transaction dark suspicions, which every lover of 
the honor of his country ought to resrobate? 

Mr. OWENS moved to Jay it on the table, (be- 
ing a disposition made of numerous others during 
the day, on motion of Mr. O. and Mr. Haynes, 
without a division of the House.) 

Mr. MORRIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House, 
as the attendance of members was thins but it was 
refused, and the motion to lay on the table was de- 
cided in the aflirmative—yeas 107, nays 71, as fol- 
lows: 

YWAS-~-Messes. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Boublin, Brodhead, Bronson, Bucha, 
nan, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Clark, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, 
DeGrall, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Koster, Pry, Gallup, James Gartaud, Riee Garland, Glascock, 
James Graham, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, 
Ifarrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Robert M. ‘Lt. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Henry Jobnsan, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Loomis, James M Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert, 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Pearce, Peunybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Richardson, Rives, 
Sawyer, Augustine I. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Towns, Tarney, Vail, Wagener, Weeks, Sherrod Williams, 
Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, and 
¥ell—107, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander. Heman Allen, John W. 
Alien, Bond, Briggs, Wim. B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, Casey, 
Cheatham, Childs, Coflin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, 
Davies, Dunn. Evans, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Goode, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Harper, Hastings, 
Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, Jenifer, Tincolo, Samson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefec, Mercer, Milligan, 
Michell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, 
Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Edward W. 
Rob-nson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sibley, Stanly, Stration, 
Yatiaferro, Toland, Underwood, Vanderveer, Webster, Albert 
S. White, Elisha Whiidesey, Lewis Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—71. 

{Mr. Harrer presented the petition of William 
S. Richards, and 110 other citizens of the county of 
Licking, Ohio, remonstrating against the execution 
of the Cherokee treaty.. Also, the petition of the 
Rev. Wm. H. Beecher and-81 male citizens, and 
of Katharine E. Beecher and 80 other females, all 


of Muskingum county, Ohio, for the same purpose.] 
INDIANA. 
Messrs. HEROD and DUNN. 
ILLINOIS. 
Messts. CASEY, MAY, and SNYDER. 
(Mr. Casey -presented the ‘petition of sundry 
citizens of Clarke county, State of Illinois, pray 


393. 


ing the establishment of a post route from Mar- 
shall in said ‘county, to Charleston, in Coles county, 
stating that there is no direct communication by 
mail between the town of Marshall, the county 
seat of Clarke county, situated on the tenth mile 
of the Cumberland road, and Charleston, the 
county seat of Coles county, twenty-seven miles 
distant from each other: the citizens of the two 
places, and those residing between, have at con- 
siderable expense, opened a -wide and very direct 
road, and erected a substantial bridge across the 
Embarrass river, in order not only to facilitate the 
communication between the two counties, which 
are politically joined, and have similar interests, 
but also to have a better and more direct commu- 
nication between Terre Haute, in Indiana and 
Springtield, in Ilinois. On motion of Mr. Č. it 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

(Mr. Snyper presented a memorial from Wil- 
liam C. Greenup, president of the board of ma- 
nagers for thé purpose of draining the lakes and, 
ponds of the American bottom, in the State of Il- 
linois, praying Congress to grant the unsold Jands to 
aid the board in said improvements: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Also, a memo- 
rial from the citizens of Greenville, in Bond co. 
Illinois, praying Congress to cause the National 
road from Vandalia to the Mississippi to be lo- 
cated through said town: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canais.] 


ALABAMA. 

Messrs. LEWIS and CHAPMAN, 

MISSOURI. 

Mr. HARRISON. 

[Mr. Harrison presentsd the following petitions: 
The petition of Amos Burdyne and. twenty-two 
others, citizens of St. Charles and Lincoln coun- 
ties, Missouri, praying Congress to pass a law 
granting to them the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain lands, described in said petition: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. The petition of 
Daniel Finch, of St. Louis, Missouri, asking com- 


` pensation for his services as a cleri, in the Acting 


Assistant Adjutant General’s office, at St. Lousi: 
referred to the Committee of Claims. Six several 
petitions, numerously signed by citizens residing in 
the southern part of the State of Missouri, praying 
Congress to cede to said State certain inundated or 
swamp lands, on the conditions set forth in said 
petitions: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. The petition of John McKenna, late a 
soldier in the army of the United States, praying 
Congress to grant him a pension, in consideration 
of bodily injuries received by him, while in said 
service: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, Petition of Jesse Nave and others, praying 
Congress to establish a mail route from Carrollton, 
in Carroll county, by Utica, Nave’s Store, to Thomp- 
son’s Settlement.] ` 
MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY. 

(Mr. Crary presented seven petitions from citi- 
zens of Lenawee county, against the Sub-Treasury 
bill now before the House. Also, a petition for a 
mail route from ‘Tecumseh to Marshall; a petition 
for an alieration in the mail route from Ann Arbor 
to St. Joseph; a petition fora mail route from Con- 
cord to Pulaski.} 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. ; 

[Mr. Downine presented the following petitions: 
Of City Council of St. Augustine for an appropria~ 
tion to improve the bar and harbor of St. Augus- 
tine; of sundry citizens of East Florida, to remove 
the land office from St. Augustine to Newnans- 
ville; of John Samier, praying a confirmation of 
his title to a lot of Jand near Pensacola; of justices 
of Duval county, praying compensation for da- 
mage done to the court-house; of sundry inhabit- 
ants of Florida, praying the erection of a light- 
house at Cape Carnavaral; of Thomas Douglass, 
and D, Allornay of East Florida, praying compen- 
sation for taking testimony in the case of ©. Sib- 
balo, as-directed by the Committee of Ciaims.] 

WISCONSIN. 
Mr. JONES. 
(Mr. Jones presented. the following: Petition of 


S. S. Phelps and others, praying for the right of 
pre-emption. to-the town site of Cattuse, Wisconsin - 


Territory: Petition of citizens of - the mineral re- 
gion. in Wisconsin and Illinois, praying for-the sale 
of the: mineral lands of the United States. - Petition 
ptaying for a dotiaticn of laid to-enable the Terri 
tory of Wisconsin west of the Mississippi river to 
erecta penitentiary. Memorial of-citizens of Wis- 
consin Territory east of the. Mississippi river, who 
pray for an act to authorize ihe. admission.of that 
patt of the Territory as a State into the Union. 


Petition fot a post route from Napoleon to Bloom-. 


ington, Wisconsin Territory. Petition praying for 
the lovation of a land office at Mount Pleasant 
Henry county, Wisconsin Territory. Petition for 
post routes in Wisconsin Territory. . Petition for a 
post route in Wisconsin Territory. Petition pray- 


ing for the survey of a route for a railroad from: 


the Mississippi river, at Du Buque, to Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin Territory. Petition for a post route in 
Wisconsin Territory. Petition of George. W. Raw- 
lings. 
priation to complete the State house at Madison, 
Wisconsin Territory.] > 

Also, by Mr. ANDERSON of Maine, Mr: COR- 
WIN; of Ohio, and Mr: SIBLEY, of New York; 
those gentlemen having been’ out of their seats 
when their. respective States were called. 


AR., BOON’S RESOLUTION. 

Mr. BOON rose and asked permission of the 
Tfouse to make an explanation in reference to 
himself. 

Leave being granted— 

Mr. B. proceeded. He said it would be recol- 
lected that, some days since, he had offered a reso- 
lution, the object of which was to equalize the cur- 
rency receivable for the public dues. That resolu- 
tion was, however, decided to be out of order, in- 
asmuch as the same subject, in a somewhat 
different form, was already before the House under 
two resolutions presented by gentlemen from Ohio 
and Kentucky, (Messrs. Bonn. and Wivutams.] 
The former gentleman promptly withdrew his pro- 
position, but thé gentleman from Kentucky adhered 
to his; and Mr. B. had no alternative, therefore, left 
him to arrive at his object but to move to take up 
Mr. Wittiams’s resolution; not with a view 
to its adoption, but of asking the gentleman so 
to modify it as to substitute that of Mr. B. 
This moming he thought he had made an ar- 
rangement with that gentleman, so far as he 
{Mr. B.] was concerned, to accommodate the 
measure. The gentleman presented to Mr. Boa 
modification, which it was his intention, he said, to 
send to the Chair upon the suspension of the rules, 
and which Mr. B. accepted. After that, the gentle- 
man proposed a further amendment, which he said 
he intended to offer, but which Mr. B. could not 
accept. The gentleman. then said -that his resolu- 
tuon might lie on the table, and, added Mr. B. asi 
have no disposition te adopt it, unless the gentle- 
man changes his opinion, and substitutes my. reso- 
lution or the modification of it, I have no other al- 
ternative left me, sir, but to take my seat. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Tri- 
badeauville to Knoblocks, in the interior of New 
Fourche, State of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Cleaveland, Ohio, through Independence, Breck- 
ville, Richfield, Bath, Copley, Morton, and Clin- 
ton, to Massillon, in the county of Stark. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be 
instructed. to inquire into- the expediency of rean- 
nexing the counties of: Franklin-and Calhoun to 
the Western Judicial District of Fiorida, and of 
confirming the law of the Legislative Council of 
said Terrnory, passed at its last session, to divide 
said counties, and for other purposes, relating to 
said division. 

On motion of Mc. McKENNAN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post, Office 


and Post Roads.-be instructed to inquire into the 
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expediency of establishing a mail route from Bran- 
office, in the State of Pennsylvania. 
On motion of Mr. SHIELDS of Tennessee, — 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 


donville, in the State “of Virginia, to -Byant’s post” 


structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing ||. 


compensation to the legal xepresentatives of ‘Dr. 
assistant surgeon of the army in Florida... 

On motion of Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the. Commitie-on Roads.and Ca- 
nals inquire into. the expediency of authorizing a: 
survey of the Tennessee river above the Muscle 
Shoals, and of thè river Holston from its mouth to 
Kingsport, in. Sullivan county, in Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, = i ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads-be -instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the route No. 708 from 
Ephratah, through Pleasant Valley, to Newkirk’s 


James H: Chiats, for services performed by-him as- || 


Mills, in Montgomery county,and ‘State of N, York.: || 


Mr. CAMBRELENG ‘then “moved. that the 
House go into Committee on the-state of the Union 
on the appropriation. bills. . : 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana gave notice, that 
when in committee, he should move te take: up the 
pre-emption rights bill. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, WHITTLESEY, and EVE- 
RETT, requested the gentleman not to press that 
motion, but suffer the balance of the day to be 
devoted to the current business, and the latier gen- 
Ueman objecting — : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of. 
the rules. ` A 

Mr. BOON asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. Se Ta alts 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House: 
refused. ` 

The motion to suspend being agreed to—yeas 
106, nays 37—the House accordingly resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. HOWARD in the Charr. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, after referring to the 
number of protested drafts still unpaid by the Go- 
vernment, and stating that he desired to have that 
protested paper paid before proceeding to other 
business, moved to take up the following bills 

“A bill making appropriations for. the prevent- 
ing and suppressing indian hostilities for the year 
1838, and for arrears for the year 1837.” f 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, pursuant to his 
notice given above, then moved to take up the pre- 
emption rights bill, saying that he fedred the other 
bill would cause an extended discussion, and it was 
important that the bill he moved should be acted 
upon without delay. : 

The committee accordingly rose and: reported 
that fact to the House. 

Messrs, CAMBRELENG, OWENS, and CUSH- 
MAN simultaneously moved:a call of the House, 
for the -purpose of procuring a quorum, but the 
motion was suspended till the Spzaxer counted the 
House, and upon ascertaining that a quorum was 
actually present, the Efouse again went into com- 
mittee, and the question being again, propounded, 
on taking up the bill to suppress Indian hostilites, 


&c. it resulted, taken by tellers, as follows: ayes 


94, noes not counted. : 
This bill was accordingly taken up, and having 
been read through by the Clerk— ; 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was at a loss how 
to proceed; if he did not make a speech, it would 
be alleged by some that he left the bill to be fought 
by the Opposition; and if he did make a speech, it 
might be alleged by some as it had been by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania on a -former occa- 
sion, that he would-be the cause of any detay and 
debate that might. follow. He. briefly stated: the 
necessity of a speedy -action, saying that $700,000 
of protested cralts were now lying, and the suffer- 
ing fell, not upon the Government, but upon indivi- 
duals who were forced. by delay into the hands of 
brokers and money shavers, at ruinous sacrifices. 
This part of the appropriation should be immedi- 
ately acted upon as a maiter of justice. In refa- 
tion to the war in Florida, he remarked that he 
thought it wasnow brought nearly to a close; and 
he did not think a dollar would -be required. afier 


these appropriations to maintain that war, and that 


{| no extraordinary “appropriat 
` be wanted. - The appropriatio 
‘military force, ia “the: Cheré 


- said he should offerdta future time, as an: d 
; tothe bill, the object of which was to.afford:ja 


‘would hereafter: 


ple from 


equitable comipensation: tothe Indians, 
as he thought would «induce the: Cherokees to‘ rex: 
move; probably inthe course of “this falli- He- 


` saidhe did ‘not-know- that: the améeidment weuld. 


meet the views of the Government or the Indians, 


| for he-had. consulted*with neither party, but.:he 


wished the paper printed, that it-might. be consider 
ed and acted upon hereafter.» The ‘following issa 
copy of the paper: Se Tage er aati 
For the payment to the Cherokeena- 

tion, after their emigration, the sum 
< Stipulated::in- the Ist-art. of the. 

treaty of 29th December, 1835; 

deducting $500,006 under. the : 2d: 

art. and $400,000::invested’ under f 

the 10th arbin! a ote - =. $4,100,000 
Provided; the Cherokee “nation. as- 0. 3. 

sent so to yecelve ite; open ie 
To enable:the President to: repur+ 
“ chase the lands ceded -by the Qoo oo 

art. of said treaty - meee ~ 500,000 
For payments to the “Cherokee na- : he se 

tion for the benefit of the Ghéro«..’<«. i 

kees who have not taken’ ‘the ben- 

efit ofsaid treaty < oon OTAI 
1. For compensation in full for all 

claims for their improvements - 
2. For compensation . for personal : 

property which may beabandoned, .- ies: 


2,250,000 


not provided forby said treaty: ~ 750;700 
3. For compensation for spoliations ae 

infall  - ue woe 300,000 
4. For commutation for claims fer eee 

pensions under 14th art. - = 50,000 


Provided, that no part of the appropriations in this 
article shal} be expended, unless a majority of such 
Cherokees shall have emigrated: west of the .Mis- 
sissippj by the: Ist-of January: ‘next; ‘nor until the 
said Cherokee nation east. shall have agreed: so”. 
receive said sums in full for said, claims. 

For compensation.to. such Cherokees fas 


as shalt emigrate.at.their’own sexsi i 
pense, by: Ast.-January. next; cat=: 


~ 500,000. 


$334 per head {15,000;Cherokeesy 

For subsistence, extended,to eighteen... 
months, to-such emigrants, $50 pert i 
head, (15,000 Cherokees) `i = -750,000 


Mr. BELL ‘remarked that he considered the bill 
one of the utmost importance, and he wished to 
offer an amendment, with some. remarks. -“If his 
amendment should be met.with an amicable Spirit: 
he should not go.at length into the subject; and-he 
should not, whatever he might think ‘of the expe- 
dieney or justice of the Florida war,-dovany thing. 
to oppose the ‘appropriations ‘for that: object. “He 
then offered the following amendment: ..)° u yt 

“Provided, thatif the President. shall ascertain 
that all dissatistaction and further opposition on the 
part of any portion of the Cherokee Indians to the 
treaty of 1835 can be allayed or avoided by allow- 
iag.an additional compensation for-lands.éeded.to 
the United States by said treaty, and that’ therebt 
the Guvernment may be saved the expeasé'o 
ing up the large military force within.the CE 
country now contemplaied, he is Hereby authorize; 
to apply two millions of dollars .of ‘the sum appro- 
priated. by this act to that object.” ` Bea out oe 

The. amendment.of Mr. -GAMBREL 
alluded: to; was adopted. ig ne 
` ‘Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested thatthe amend. 
ment of Mr. Everer? was ‘notin order upon this 
bill, which was for Indian hostilities, and would be 
better to be proposed to. the bill for Indian annui: 
ties, when it should come up. "There was; also, an 
objection to the athendmentof Mr. BELL, though |. 
not so strong; but he wond not press it then. si or. 

Mr. WISE then moved that: the committee rise 
and report progress; which: motion prevailed: == 


ze 


ENG; above 


“dn the House, Mr. EVERETT. offered. his pro- 
,posed.amendment, and-askéd-to: have it printed. - 
Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that it would 
be better to have the bill printed as amended in 
“committee, with the amendment annexed,:to whieh 
Mr. Evererr assented;. and in that form the mo- 
“lich prevailed. ; : 

wA report from the. Secretary of War, accom- 
panied bya report from the head of. the Topo- 
graphical Bureau was read and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; 

The bill for the relief of James ‘Witherell, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Carter, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of John Jordan, was, on 
‘motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, postponed to 
Friday next. 

Gn motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the bill to au- 
thorize the employment of boys in the merchant 
Service, was postponed till to-morrow. 

The joint resolution authorizing the employment 
of clerks in the Department of State, was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, laid on the 
table, 

The bill from the Senate to authorize the ap- 


pointment of an additional judge in the Grphan’s | 


Court in the District of Columbia, was then taken 
up, with. an amendment prepared by the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DAWSON said tnat an objection had been 
made by Mr. Mercer to this amendment, on the 
ground of unconstitutionality ; and he (Mr. D.) 
contended that; inasmuch as the District of Colum- 
bia wasa Territory of the United States, according 
ingto the decisions of the Supreme Court, there- 
fore Congress had full power over it, as much as 

_ over Wisconsin or Florida. 

Mr. MERCER thought the position of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia sui generis, and not that of a 
Territory. 
the United States is appointed fur life, and no instance 
to the contrary can be shown. 

Mr. HAYNES instanced justices of the peace in 
the District of Columbia as holding office by a limit- 
ed tenure. 
© Mr. PETRIKIN said that in the committee he 
had opposed this bill, but, being in the minority, 
he consented to have it reported to the Fouse, with 
the amendment, limiting the term of service to four 
years. His opposition was predicated on the 
grounds that the continuance ola person in the re- 
ceipt of a salary, without rendering any services to 
the public, was: in fact. creating and centinuing a 
sinecure in violation of the Constitution, and con~ 
trary tothe spirit. of our free institutions. Our 

” country was fast following the feotsieps of the Go- 
vernments in Europe, by continuing men in office 
out of mere sympathy, or because they belonged to 
respectable families, although unable to discharge 
the duties of the office, The Departments in - the 
city of Washington furnished many examples of 
this kind, and it was high time Congress should, 
by their action, furnish a precedent to those admi- 
nistering the Government to correct this abuse. In 
this case, if the present incumbent was incapable 
of discharging the duties of a judge, and Congress 
had the power, under the Constitution, to remove 
him, let members discharge their duties by addres- 
sing the President for that purpose, and if Çon- 
gress has not the constitutional power to remove 
him, let the Constitution be amended for that pur- 
pose; and that can be done by the. meeting of next 
Congress. . 

Mr. P. said he was opposed to sinecures of every 
kind; and-a hard case, or mere expediency, was no 
apology for members violating the Constitution. It 
was a well known fact that in all ages public good 
had been. au apology for tyrants setting at naught 
the rights of the people, and expediency, the ex- 
cuse of usurpers for trampling upon the liberties of 
the people. - When members objected to the limi- 
tation ofthe term of service of a judge, on consti- 
tutional ‘grounds, and atthe same time advocated 
the continuance of an officer in the enjoyment ofa 
sinecufe, he thought, to say the least of it, they took 
a one-sided ‘view of the Constitution. He did not 
suppose, however, thāt any- thing’ he could say 
would alter the determination of members on this 


Every judge under the Constittion of 
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subject, but- he could not, consistently with his 
conscientious notions‘of what was his-duty, suf- 
fer a matter so grossly wrong; in his opinion, as 
the present bill is, to pass without raising his voice 

against it. . 

Mr. BOULDIN said he supposed, as he was 
chairman of the committee, it would be expected 
of him to say something in relation to this billy yet 
he knew that by wearying the House by such de- 
bate, he might hazard the bill, rather than render it 
more secure. ; 

He said his mind had been long made up, that 
during good behavior was the best tenure for a 
judge to hold his office-by; that when a change is 
made ftom good behavior in such offices, it is gene- 
rally found to be. for bad behavior, Tre knew 
there was a diterenee of opinion upon this point, 
and he would not provoke atgument, as the District 
really was suffering for a judge. ie present in- 
cumbent was, by visitation of Providence, rendered 


| unable to do the duties of his office. 


There could be no constitutional ditficw)ty in 
appointing an additional judge. ‘There was no par- 
ticular nutaber of judges constitutionally required 
in this case. It might be that the ineumbent 
ought to resign, but he had not; and Mr. B. was not 
aware of any mode by which he could be com- 
pelled to do so; and if he could, it would be diffi- 
cult to prove he ought to be prosecuted for this 
visitation; and though all this were right and přac- 
licable, yet it would take much time to do it, and 
in the mean time the people would suffer mach. 
The appointment of another judge woultt not pre- 
vent a prosecution and rémoval of the present in- 
cumbent, shotild it be practicable and proper. 

Mr. B. had given his own dpinion on this bill in 
as few words as he could, and would prefer to pass 
the bill himself as it came from the Senate; but he 
was so sure that the people were in great need of 
help in this particular, that he would vote for almost 
any measure that would give relief—any thihg 
within the pale of the Constitution. He hoped, 
therefore, that the bill would pass to-day. 

Mr. JENIFER and Mr. DAWSON had a few 
words of conversation, which (on account of the 
great confusion and noise in the hall) were entirely 
inaudible, 

Mr. ADAMS thought that, if the pending amend- 
ment was constitutional, then Congress could re- 
move the present judge. TIe considered that an 
officer who did not discharge the daties of the of- 
fice he held did not hold it “during good behavior.” 
It was inconsistent lo say that the assistant judge 
should hold his ofice under the Constitution for 
four years, and that the other judge of the same 
court should held his during good behavior. This 
was a provision to change the tenure of office of 
the Judge of the orphans’ court. If Congress can, 
constitutionally, change this tenure of office, the 
President may, on application, remove the office 
existing. Fle hoped that neither the amendment 
nor the bill would pass. He thought the proper 
course would be lo impeach the officer for incom- 
petency. This had been done, and it seem-d to be 
the true and proper mode. 

Mr. POPE: thought the amendment ought not to 
pass to this bill. If this question of the proper 
tenure of office were to be discussed, it should be 
at another time. At present, he looked upon this 
asa necessary measure for the transaction of bu- 
siness in this District, and it was the duty of Con- 
gress to see that the rights of the District ought to 
be religiously and sacredly preserved. He hoped 
the amendment would be withdrawn. 

_ Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said he had but 
little to say upon the subject under consideration; 
nor would he say that little, but for the fact that 
there were two important questions involved in the 
bill. The first was, have the people of the District 
of Columbia any constitutional protection? Are 
they citizens of the United States, or subjects of an 
aristocratic despotism? By the act of cession they 
were stripped of the protective power of the consti- 
tutions of Virginia and Maryland; and if they were 
not within the protective power. of the Constitution 
of the United States, unlike all-orher. American ci- 
tizens, they were without any constitutional protec- 
tion whatever, but the unqualified subjects of the 
power of Congress, which can exercise over- them 
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unlimited and unqualified authority. «He did not 
doubt that; as far as the. Constitution applied; the 
people of the District of Columibia wete as Wey 
entitled to its broad shield as they were before the 
act of cession. He would not now enter into the 
discussion of that question, but would content him- 
self with this mere expressioh of opihion. If the 
Constitution did not not exténd to the District of 
Columbia, he said that its principles atid its spirit 
might be carried into the legislation of ‘Congress 
affecting it, and thus extend its beneficial and pro- 
tective powers as successfully as if it was ditectly 
applicable; and there was no subject of Which its 
principles could be more profitably applied than in 
the limitation of the jndicial tenure, 

The second question involved was, whether Con- 
gress, in establishing the judicial tenure, could, in 
referencë to the District of Columbia, disregard the 
limitation prescribed in the Constitution, of “good 
behavior,” and affix to it a term of years? ‘The 
only power which this Government has to establish 
ajudiciary is derived from the Constitution, but thé 
tenure of the judicial office is not left to the discre- 
tion of Congress, but is fixed by the Constitution 
itself, If, then, this Government has none but ex- 
pressly déleğáted powers, E might safely inquife, 
where is the authority to limit the judicial tenure 
to aterm of years? The Constitution having affixed 
the tenure, Congress has no power over it, and any 
other tenure would be a usurpation of power, and 
contrary to the true spirit of that instriment. He 
said he did not now propose to enter into an elabo- 
rate discussion of this important question, but 
would content himself with remarking, that when 
the act passedi establishing the Orphans’ Cotirt of 
the District of Columbia, the judge was regarded 
as a judicial officer, and. the tenure of his office 
limited by the authority of the Constitution; and it 
would now be establishing a dangerous precedent 
to disregard it. He thotight it wise to adhere to thé 
principles and spirit of the Constitution upon all 
occasions, and in none more pertigaciously than 
the tenure of the judicial office. There was no 
principle in Government more important and 
more necessary to any pedple than 4 faithful; 
an honest, and well qualified judiciary, and 
there were no other means by which it could. be” 
accomplished than by affixing a tenure of office 
which, while it is placed within the reach of ample 
responsibility, is secured from the effects of sudden 
popular excitement and unfounded prejudices, 
This blessing is as important to the people of the 
District as to any portion of the people of the 
Union; and it would be unwise and impolitic to 
distinguish between them and the people of the 
States. No man who possessed the proper qualifi- 
cations of a judge would accept the office with a 
tenure of four years, and a liability to have his 
commission struck dead in his hands by those ebul- 
litions of popular excitement which frequently 
spring up on account of his decisions. ‘To secure 
competent and well-qualified judges, there must be 
permanency in the tenure as well as adequacy in 
compensation; and the value of the judiciary will 
be entirely destroyed when opposite principles are 
acted upon. The tenure affixed in the amendment 
proposed by the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, would, in its general application, be dan- 
gerous in practice and subversive of the best 
interests of the country. It was in accordance 
with that spirit which had commenced limiting. the 
tenure of the judicial office to a fixed age in some 
places—to tea years in some, and seven in others— 
a spirit which, said Mr. G. was undermining the 
stability of the system, destroying its most valuable 
features, and would ultimately throw the judiciary 
into. the hands of the ignorant, the illiterate, and 
the demagogical.. He thought.a rebuke of this 
destructive spirit would come with great force from 
Congress, by strictly adhering to the wise and salu- 
tary tenure prescribed in the Constitution, which 
its framers would. not confide to Congressional 
discret-on. 3 

Mr. G.-said the temporary additional judge pro- 
posed to be appointed ‘for the Orphans’ Court of the 
District of Columbia, would not establish a sinecure, 
but grew out-of the actual necessity of the case. In 
the organization of the Court, a single judge had 
been appointed. That judge not not misbehave'p 
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but by the afflicting hand of Providence, had ‘been 
rendered incompetent. He cannot be compelled to 
resign his office, nor can he be removed. This bill, 
in this state of things, (Congress not being limited. 
bythe Constitution as to the number of judges 
which it may assign toa court,) Proposes to ap- 
point an additional judge; who, notwithstanding 
the incompetency of the present judge, may despatch 
the. business which belongs to the jurisdiction of that 
court. The remedy for this state of things would, 

-in all probability, soon be “applied by the hand of 
nature in a few ‘years at most: The present in- 
cumbent would be removed by the hand of time; 
and then, by declining to supply the vacancy, the 
Court will be restored to its original organization. 
The question, then, was, whether the expense of an 
additional judge shall be incurred, so as to dispose 
of the business of the Court, or shall it remain 
blocked up, to the great annoyance and -oppression 
of the people of the District, until Providence shall 
remove the obstruction, by the death of the incum- 
bent? Mr. G: said he should, without hesitation, 
vole against the amendment proposed by the com- 
mittee, and for the bill. 

The amendment was lost. 

The question recurring upon the passage of the 
bill to a third reading, : 

. Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered. ` 

The bill was then passed to a third reading with- 
out a division, and was ordered to be read a third 
time then. $ ; 

It was read accordingly, and passed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then demanded a count, to 
ascertain if a quorum was present. 

The SPEAKER reported 193 present; not a 
quoram. : 

Mr. BOULDIN then moved an adjournment ; 
but withdrew it at the request of ` 

Mr. POPE, who asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up and pass a bill for the 
relief of the widow of Capt. Thomas Hunter. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. POPE moved to suspend the rules, and said 
it was an argent case. The widow of Capt. Hun- 
ter, by a mistake, had been deprived of a part of 
ihe pension to which she was entitled, and unless 
she could obtain this jastice from the Government 
soon, all her little remaining property would be 
swept away. 

The question being taken on suspending the 
rule, there were, ayes 86, noes 19; not a quorum. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved an adjournment, which 
was lost, yeas 32, nays 65, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY hoped the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his opposition, and 
allow the bill to be taken up. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he could not withdraw 
his opposition, and referred to the course of pro- 
ceeding last Friday and Saturday, when it was im- 
possible to keep a quorum in the House. He did 
not like this manner of hopping off, and of gentle- 
men cutting up their own peculiar business out of 
order. He then renewed the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. POPE appealed earnestly to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion, and 
Jet the bill be passed. Fle said he bad no interest 
in it; bathe knew it was necessary and just. 

The question was then taken on. the adjourn- 
ment, and was, ayes 25, noes 79; so the House 
refused to adjourn, and there was not a quorum. 

Mr. POPE then said he would yield, and not 
insist upon detaining the House fruitlessly ; and, 
upon his motion, ° : 

The House adjourned. 
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[Mr. J. L. WiLuams presented the memorial of 
Wm. J. J. Morrow, claiming the compensation due 
to him as a surgeon iù the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. Of John L. McCarty, who claims indemnity 
formoney advanced by him to the service of the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Ciaims. 
Of Elizabeth Cooke, who elaims compensation for 
one wagon and five horses furnished by her late 
lrasband, and. lost in “the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee of Clairns-] 


- IN-SENATE, ` 
Monpay, May 21; 1838. i i 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a- memorial 
from merchants and- underwriters, residents 
of Philadelphia, stating’ that wrecked pro- 
perty at Key West was carried in, and: a 
sale of it made before any agent. could be sent 
on, in consequence òf which it coulà make very 
little difference whether the wrecked property should 
be lost or sold. They, therefore, prayed that a 
law might be passed requiring at least. sixty - days’ 
notice to be given before wrecked. property should 
be sold: referred, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the Le- 


gislature of the State of New York, calling for the 
action of Congress to.suppress ‘duelling; and. stat- 
ing that the practice among public men: was of evil 
example and tendency: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. í 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from Mr. 
Cogswell, asking Congress for compensation {or 
serving a venire, which, for some reasons, was re- 
fused at the Department: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. - 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of Jasper 
Cox, praying indemnification for loss sustained from 
captures by the Indians: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. McKEAN presented two memorials from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the Cherokee 
treaty may not be enforced: laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES presented two memorials from citi- 
zens of Connecticut, praying that the Cherokee 
treaty may not be enforced: laid on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from sundry 
citizens, asking that the Cherokee treaty may not 
be enforced: laid on the tabie. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the. petition of 
the citizens of Paducah, Kentucky, ‘praying. that 
Francis A. Harrison may be secured from loss by 
the burning of the Post Office: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

PLAN OF A NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, rose, and stated that 
he wished to present a petition confided to his care, 
signed by anumber of persons, praying for the 
establishment of a Bank of the United States. It 
was similar to several other. petitions which had 
been presented to the Senate, or to the House, du- 
ring the present session, praying for the same ob- 
ject. They afford evidence of a deep and returning 
conviction, among the pecple, of the utility of such 
an insuituuon, 


Whilst I am up [continued Mr. Cusy,] with the | 


permission of the Senate, I beg leave to submit a 
few observations upon this subject. There is rea- 
son to believe that much honest misconception and 
some misrepresentation prevail in regard to it, 
which I wish to correct. It had been supposed that 
those who are desirous of seeing a Bank of the 
United States established are anxious that a char- 
ter should be granted to an existing State institu- 
tion, which has aù eminent individual at its head, 
and that this was the sole object of ajl their exer- 
tions. Now I wish, for one, to say, that I have 
no such purpose in view. F entertain for that gen- 
teman very high respect. 1 believe him uncom- 
monly able, profoundly s«illed in finance, and 
truly patriotic. There is but one other person, 
connected with the banking institutions of the coun- 
try, in whose administration of a Bank of the Uni- 
ted States I should have equal confidence with Mr. 
Biddle, and that is Albert Gallatin, who, I am glad 
to learn, at an advanced age, retains, in full vigor, 
the faculties of his extraordinary mind. . There 
may be other citizens equally competent with those 
two gentlemen, but I do not-know-them, or am 
not acquainted with their particular qualifications. 
But it isnot for any existing State bank, or any 


particular individual at its head, that I am con- | 


tending. I believe the establishment of a Bank of 
the United States 1s required by the common good 


of the whole country; and although I might be wil- | 
fing, if it were practieable, to adopt. an existing 


bank as the basis of such an institulion, under all 
circumstances, I think it most expedient that a new 


bank, with power to establish branches, be created 


and chartered under the authority :of Congress. 


My friends (as far as | know their -opinions) and... 


|i I are not partionlatly. attached to this or that-indi- 


| vidual, to:this or: that existing . bank; ‘but to prin- 
ciples, to the thing-itself, to: the institution, to a 
well-organized Bank: of the’ United ‘States, under 
the salutary opération‘of which the business ofthe: 
country had so=gteatly préspered,: and -we` had 
every reason to hope would again’ revive and 
prosper. - And, presuming-upon the‘indulgence:of 
the Senate, Twill niow.take* the liberty to suggest; 
for public: consideration; sotme of thóse > suitable 
conditions and restrictions under ‘which it appears 
tome that it would be désirable to establish a new 
bank. g be i Sny P Pee EE Fis 

1. The capital not to be extravagantly large, but, . 
at the same time, amply ‘sufficient’ to enable it .to 
perform the needful. financial duties. for the Go- 
vernment; to supply a general-currency of uniform 
value throughout the Union; and ‘to facilitate, ‘as 
nigh as practicable, the equalization of domestic 
exchange. I suppose that ‘about. fifty millions 
would answer all those purposes. The stock might 
be divided between the ‘General Government, ‘the 
States, according to their federal population, anid- 
individual subscribers; the portion: assigned to: the 
latter to be distributed at auction or by private sub- 
scription, > e : : et, te 

2. The corporation, in the spirit of a resolution 
recently adopted. by the General Assembly of the 
State, one of whose Senators.I have the honor. to 
be, to receive’such an organization as to blend, in 
fair proportions, public: and private control, and 
combining. public and private interests; and, in’ ør- 
der to exclude the possibility of the exercise ofall 
foreign influence, non-resident foreigners to'be pro- 
hibited not only from any share in the administra- 
tion of the corporation, but from holding, directly 
or indirectly, any portion of its stock. - Although: I 
do not myself think this latter restriction necessary. 
I would make it, in deference to honest prejudices, 
sincerely entertained, and which no practical states- 
man ought entirely to disregard. The bank would 
thus be, in its origin, and continue throughout its 
whole existence, a genuine American institution. 

3. An adequate portion of the capital to be set 
apart in productive stocks, and placed in permanent 
security, beyond the reach of the corporation, (with ’ 
the exception of the accruing profits on those 
stocks,) sufficient to pay. promptly, in any. contin- ` 
gency, the amount of all such ‘paper, under. what- 
ever form, that the bank shall put forth as a part of 
the general circulation. The bill -or note holders, 
in other words, the. mass. of the community, ought 
to be protected against the possibility. of the failure 
or the suspension of a bank: The supply -of the 
circulating medium of a ‘country is that faculty of 
a bank, the propriety of the exercise of which may 
be most controverted. ‘The dealings with a bank, 
of thuse who obtain discounts,’ or make deposites, 
are voluntary and mutually. advantageous; and 
they are Comparatively few in number. But the 
reception of what is issued and used as a part of the 
circulating medium of the country, is scarcely a 
voluntary act; and thousands take it who have. no 
other concern whatever with the bank. ‘The many 
ought to be guarded-and secured by the care of the 
legislative authority; the vigilance of the few will 
secure them against loss. [think this provision. is 
a desideratum. in our American-banking; and the 
credit of first embodying it ina legislative act is 
due to the State of New York. ` oA 

4. Perfect’ publicity as. to: the state of the bank 
at all times, including, besides the. usual -heads of 
information, the names of every debtor -to. the 
bank, whether as drawer, endorser, or surety, pes 
riodically exhibited, and open to. public inspection ; 
or, if that should be found inconvenient, the right 
to be secured to any citizen to ascertain at the bank 
the nature and extent of the responsibility-of any 
of its‘customers. . There is no necessity to throw 
any veil of secrecy around the- ordinary -transac- 
lions of a bank. Publicity will increase responsi- 
bility, repress favoritism, insure’ the hegotiation of 
geod paper, and, when individual insolvency un- 
fortunately occurs, will deprive the bank of undue 
advantages now. enjoyed by, banks practically in 
the distribution of the effects of the msolvent, 

5. A limitation of the dividends so as notto an- 
thovize more than — per.cent. to be struck... This 


will check. undue’ expansions in the citenlating 


medium, and restrain improper extension of busi- 
ness in the administration of the bank. 

€. A prospective reduction in the rate of inte- 
rest, SO as to restrict the bank to six per cent. sim- 
ply, or, if practicable, to only five per cent. Banks 
now receive at the rate of near 6% per cent. by de- 
manding the interest in advance, and by charging 
for an additional day. The reduction may be ef- 
fected by forbearing to exact any bonus, or, when 
the profits are likely to exceed the prescribed limit 
of the dividends, by requiring that the rate of in- 
terest shall be so lowered as that they shall not 
pass that limit. 

7. A restriction upon the premium demanded 
upon post notes and checks used for remittances, 
so that the maximum should not be more than, 
say, one and a half per cent. between any two of 
the remotest points in the Union. Although it may 
not be practicable to regulate foreign exchange, 
depending as it does upon commercial causes not 
within the control of any one Government, I think 
that it is otherwise with regard to domestic ex- 
change. 

_8. Every practicable provision against the exer- 
cise of improper influence, on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive, upon the bank, and, on the part of the 
bank, upon the elections of the country. The late 
Bank of the United States has been, I believe, 
most. unjustly charged with interference in the 
popular elections. There is, among the public 
documents, evidence of its having scrupulously 
abstained from such interference. It never did 
more than to exercise the natural right of self- 
defence by publishing such reports, speeches, and 

-documents, as tended to place the institution and 

its administration in a fair point of view before the 
> public. But the people entertain a just jealousy 
‘against the danger of any interference of a bank 
with the elections of the country, and every pre- 
caution ought to be taken strictly to guard 
against it. 

This is a brief outline of such a new Bank of the 
United States as I think, if established, would 
greatly conduce to the prosperity of the country. 
Perhaps, on full discussion and consideration, some 
of the conditions which I have suggested might not 
be deemed expedient, or might require modifica- 
tion, and important additional ones may be pro- 
posed by others. 

I will only say a word or two on the constitu- 
tional power. I think that it ought no longer to be 
regarded as an open question. There ought to be 
some bounds to human controversy, Stability is a 
necessary want of society. Among those who deny 
the power, there are many who admit the benefits 
of a Bank of the United States. Four times, and 
under the sway of all the political parties, have 
Congress deliberately affirmed its existence. Every 
Department of the Government has again and 
again asserted it, Forty years of acquiescence by 
the people; uniformity every where in the value of 
the currency; facility and economy in domestic ex- 
changes, and unexampled prosperity in the general 
business of the country, with a Bank of the United 
States; and, without it, wild disorder in the car- 
rency, ruinous irregularity in domestic exchange, 
and general prostration in the commerce and busi- 
ness of the nation, would seem to put the question 
at rest, if it is not to be perpetually agitated. The 

ower has been sustained by Washington, the 

ather of his Country; by Madison, the Father of 
the Constitution; and by Marshall, the Father of 
the Judiciary. If precedents are not to be blindly 
followed, neither ought they to be wantonly de- 
spised. They are the evidence of truth; and the 
force of the evidence is in proportion to the inte- 
grity, wisdom, and patriotism of those who esta- 
bligh them. I think that on no occasion could there 
be an array of greateror higher authority. For one, 
I -hope'to be pardoned for yielding to it, in prefer- 
ence to submitting my judgment to the opinion of 
those who now deny the power, however respecta- 
ble they may. be. ns 

Bat, Mr. President, strong as my convictions 
are, I have no intention-of formally presenting any 
proposition to establish a Bank of the United 
States. Composed as Congress and the. Executive, 
now are, it would be an unnecessary waste of time 
to offer such a proposal,” T should regret to see a 
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bank established, unless it were clearly called for 
by public opinion. I believe itis now desired by 
a majority of the people of the United States. But 
of that there does not exist perhaps any conclusive 
evidence, Let us wait until demonstrations of their 
will shall be clearly given; and Jet us all submit, 
and, for one, I shall most cheerfully, to their deci- 
sion, whatever it may be. Mr. C. moved that the 
petition be Jaid cn the table. 

After some remarks from Mr. ALLEN, which 
will be given hereafter— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that his peculiar posi- 
tion in regard to this question rendered it proper 
that he should make some remarks upon the sub- 
ject. He was opposed to the charter of any Bank 
of the United States, be it located where it might. 
It would, in his opmion, prove to be a great evil to 
the country any where and every where. It ap- 
peared from the Senator’s remarks that he and his 
friends were in favor of the establishment of a new 
bank in the city of New York, with Albert Gallatin 
for its president. In this inference he thought he 
could not be mistaken. The Bank was to be new; 
it was not to be Mr. Biddle’s Bank; and Mr. Gal- 
latin had been eulogized, no doubt justly, asa gen- 
tleman eminently qualified to conduct a National 
Bank. New York then was to be the place, and 
Mr. Gallatin the president. 

Mr. B. said he had risen, as a Senator from 
Pennsylvania, solemnly to protest against this de- 
termination of the gentleman and his friends to 
exclude Philadelphia, and to establish a new Bank 
of the United States in New York. Although he 
should oppose such an establishment, whether in 
the one city or in the other, yet, if it must exist, he 
should stand up for the metropolis of his own State 
as the more suitable location, Tt would be invi- 
dious, as well as unjust, to abandon Philadelphia 
for New York. Hf you establish a National Bank 
in New York, with a capital of fifty millions of 
dollars, you would render the whole Union tribu- 
tary to that city, whilst you would greatly 
impair, if not destroy, the prosperity of our 
other commercial cities. Three-fifihs of the 
revenue derived from customs was now col- 
lected at the port of New York. This amount of 
revenue, at least, without speaking of the remain- 
der, would be deposited in the mother bank, and 
become the foundation of discounts and circula- 
tion, and of a commanding influence throughout 
the Union. All the markets of the country could 
be regulated and controlled by such a bank, and 
the business of all onr commercial cities would be 
gradually drawn into the vast vortex of New York. 
Why shonld three-fifths of the duties collected in 
the United States be used in New York for the 
purpose of giving her a control over our other 
commercial cities? It is true the revenue was col- 
lected there; but who eventually pays it? The 
consumers—the people of the country scattered 
over every State of the Union, Why, then, should 
it be converted into a deposit for the exclusive pur- 
pose of extending the commercial superiority of 
New York at the expense of other cities? Let 
each one of them depend upon its own energy and 
resources, without any partial aid from Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. B. was rejoiced that the Senator had come 


out and, in a bold and manly manner, presented 


his project of a National Bank. The two great 
parties of the country would now know precisely 
where they stood. From this day, the issue would 
be fairly formed and distinctly presented to the 
people. On the one side there was a National 
Bank, with a capital of fifty millions, sustained by 
the revenues of the Government, and enjoying the 
privilege of having its notes received in payment 
of all the public dues; whilst on the other, we de- 
sired a separation—a friendly separation—~of the 
business of the Treasury from that of all banks, 
leaving each oue of them to its own resources, aad 
to perform its own duties, without danger. of being 
crashed or controlled by a mammoth institution. 
We wished to part from them‘in peace, and to re- 
main at peace with them, .interposing no obstacles 
in the way of their healthy and vigorous action.. 
We leave them to be regulated by the States te 
which they belong. He didnot fear the final:result 
of such a tial before the American people. ~ 
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It was a work of supererogation for the Senator 
from Kentucky to have inserted in his charter any 
provision to prevent the Government from warring 
against the Bank, or the Bank from warring against | 
the Government. For the last few years we had 
witnessed the exception to the rele; but we should 
never witness itagain. Money and political power 
matually attracted each other, .and. were always 
ready to rush to each other’s embrace. Establish 
such a bank as the Senator had proposed, and there 
never would be any divorce between it and those in 
power. The General Government was to be com- 
bined with all the State Governments as stockhold- 
ers in this institution; and to these sovereignties 
were to be added a number of wealthy individuals. 
You would thus bind the United Srates and the States 
together in solid phalanx,and unite them all indissolu- 
bly with the money power of the country. Such a 
measure would be the longest stride towards con- 
solidation which had ever been made under the 
Constitution; and such a bank would be able and 
willing to keep any Administration in power which 
might call it inte existence. The political power 
and the money power would support each other, 
and their connection would be perpetuated by the 
strongest ties of mutual interest. No, sir; no, sir; 
we shall have no more wars between the bank and 
the Government; no mare Andrew Jacksons to slay 
the monster. We shall have a popular Govern- 
meat in form, but a money Government in fact; 
and New York will be the seat of empire. This 
scheme of uniting all the State Governments as 
stockholders with the General Government and in- 
dividuals, would render it much more formidable 
than the late Bank of the United States (powerful 
as it was) had ever been. 

But this new bank was to be a paper bank. This 
he inferred from the fact that the Senator, in his 
plan, had entirely omitted to require that the bank” 
should keep in its vaults any proportion of specie 
either to the amount ofits circulation, or to that of its 
circulation and deposites combined. In the whole 
projet there was no allusion to gold and silver, As 
a substitute, he might presume, the Senator had in- 
troduced, with commendation, that provision of the 
late New York law which required the banks un- 
der it to invest a portionfol their capital in stocks, 
for the purpose of redeeming their notes in circu- 
lation. Mr, B. feared that this New York scheme 
would prove the greatest humbug of modern times. 
If we were to learn any thing from the lights of ex- 
perience in England, this would prove to be the 
result, 

The power to create and to circulate a paper cur- 
rency was one of the highest attributes of sove- 
reignty. Whenever in exercising this power you 
departed from the only true standard of value 
throughout the world, and established a banking 
institution without proportioning the amount of its 
current coin to that of its current notes and depo- 
sites, you were at sea without chart or compass. 
The rule in the Bank of England was one for three 
of its circulation and deposites, and no man in that 
country had ever, te his knowledge, contended that 
this proportion of bullion was too large. The theo- 
rem now established by the experience of England 
was, that the amount of the paper currency ought 
to fluctuate precisely as the meiallic currency 
would fluctuate if there were no bank notes in 
circulation; and that these fluctuations should be 
regulated by the changing condition of the 
foreign exchanges. When excessive banking, 
speculation and over-trading existed, aid domestic 
articles rose, in consequence, to such a price as to 
prevent their exportation, and to endanger or to 
produce the export of bullion in their stead, 
then the paper circulation ought to be contracted 
so as to equalize tbe exchanges. This was now 
the rule in England. Nay, more; it was now be- 
lieved there that the Bank of England was nota fii 
repository of the sovereign power to regulate the 
paper currency of the country according to this 
standard. Its interest, asa bank, was always to 
inerease the circulation, whilst its daty, as a regu- 
lator.of the currency, was ofien to diminish it; and 
it had. been loudly condemned for sacrificing its 
duty to its interest.. The plan there now was either 
to create a bank of issue merely, for the sole pure 


| pose of regulating the paper currency by the 


yer ge 


398 


standard of the foreign exchanges, or to. appoint 
commissioners under the Government to.regulate 
the issues of the Bank of England according to this 
standard. This plan included the suppression. of 
all joint steck and private banks, as banks of issue; 
so that there should be but one hank of issue 
throughout the kingdom. © - | 

It was found by experience, ona late memora- 
ble occasion, during the year-1836 that the Bank 
of England, with an actual capital of about seven- 
ty millions of dollars, had wholly failed in the at- 
tempt to curtail theissues of the joint stock and pri- 
vate banks. In proportion as she contracted, they 
expanded; and. her diminished issue was more 
than supplied-by their increase. This proved,. by 
the way, how wholly incompetent the Sena- 
tors Bank. of the United States would be 
to’ regulate the issues of the State banks, All 
this experience was to be disregarded, and 
instead of apportioning ‘the paper curreney of the 
country to its specie; instead of making the sign 
bear some reasonable proportion to the thing sig- 
nified; instead: of regulating its amount by our 
foreign exchanges, we were to.adopt the new rule 
of New York, and to make bank notes the repre- 
sentative of Statestocks. Even in New York they 
had required eleven pence in the dollar to be held 
in specie; but the Senater’s project did not even 
contain this restriction. The end of all under the 
new system, would probably be that the paper cur- 
rency of the conntry would be expanded to amore 
enormous extent than it had even yet been; the 
prices of every domestic article would -rise to such 
a pitch that it would be profitable to export 
nothing, unless it might be cotton, and to import 
every thing—the foreign exchanges would thus né- 
cessarily be against us—the eleven pence in the 
doliar would soon be drawn ‘from. the. vaults 
of the banks for exportation, and the holders of 
these notes -would be compelled to resort to a suit 
in chancery to have the States stocks held by the 
banks converted into specie for their redemption. 
Should a Bank of the United. States be ever esta- 
blished, as-he trusted it never might, it onght to be 
founded upon far different principles. Above all, 
care should be taken so'to regulate and restrict its 
charter, if that were possible, that it might at all 
times be able to redeem its notes in specie. 

The Senator had said that, during the whole pe- 
riod of forty years, whilst the old and the new 
Bank of the United States were in existence, 
they had regulated the domestic exchanges of the 
country in perfection. Now, said Mr. B. under 
the pressure of existing. evils, we are prone to 
believe that every thing had beem comparatively 
good in former days. Under this impression he had 
recently examined into the. condition of our domes- 
tic exchanges under the reign of the old and the 
new Bank, and somewhat to his.astonishment had 
found that they were as much, or nearly as much, 
deranged during those periods, asin almost any 


other portion of our history. The issues of the 


State banks had not been controlled, nor the de- 
preciation of their notes prevented, by either Bank 
of the. United States. Had he anticipated this de- 
bate, he should have brought some of these state- 
ments with him to the Senate. 

The Senator believed that the power of Congress 
to establish a bank had been settled by former pre- 
cedents in such.a manner that it ought no longer to 
be contested. He differed entirely from him on 
this question. Whilst the old Bank: existed, sanc- 
tioned as it was both by legislative and judicial au- 
thority, it becarne the duty of every good citizen to 
submit to the law which created it, no matter what. 
may have been his individual opinion as to its con- 


slitutionality. But the old charter had expired, and’ 


the question was fo be brought before a new Con- 
gress which had never decided it. Shall we then 
be the slaves of authority, and blindly submit to 
former precedents, or shall we not be permitted to 
exercise our own judgment, and ask where was the 
provision in the Constitution which sanctioned these 
precedents? He, for one, should be glad to see the 
gentleman: point it out. 1 
lurk. The Senator had already acknowledged that 
at was not:to be found. either. in the power to regu- 
late commerce or to coin money.. In this particular 
he differed from the Senator from Massachusetts, 


Where did this power: 


Supreme Court mainly relied; ard they merely. de- 


that the dues.of the Government cannot be conve- 


(Mr. Weasrer.] mis the’ Senator from Kentuéky if 
. | this act. 


could find it any where, it must be in the power to 
levy and collect faxes, and to pay the debts of the 
Unated States. . This was. the clause, on: which the . 


cided that if Congress believed a Bank of the United 
States to be a necessary and proper means of ‘col- 
lecting the revenue and : paying the debts of: the 
country,. it was for. us to determine that question; 
and that, unless in an extreme case,. the Judiciary 
ought-not to declare such a decision of Cangtéss to 
be a violation of the Constitution. The Supreme | 
Court have therefore referred itio Congress to de- 
cide whether a bank be a necessary and . proper 
means of executing the taxing and- debi-paying 
power. And can any man say, at the present day, 


niently collected, and its debts paid, without the 
agency. of a Bank of the United States?. The | 
very. decision of the. Supreme Court on’ which 
the Senator. relied, had thus referred “this | 
question to Congress, and declared that we, 
and not they, were the appropriate judges, un- 
less in extreme cases, of the necessity of creating | 
a National Bank, Under the Constitution, Con- 
gress have nothing to do either with the regulation 
of the foreign or domestic exchanges. The power 
to create a bank, if it existed at all, was to be: 
found in the taxing power and there alone, - 

To bethe slaves of precedent in such a ‘case 
would be to abandon the cause of human liberty, 
Every new precedent would be a new, and impreg-. 
nable- bulwark against the rights of the people, 
from which fresh assaults might be made and new 
victories achieved, uatil at last the commentaries 
upon the Constitution would destroy its text, 
and render us a consolidated people.. Why, 
sir, the judiciary decided the sedition law to 
be constitutional, and our citizens were tried, con- 
demned, and punished, under, its. provisions. 
Would the Senator contend that this precedent 
should bind the consciences of members of Con- 
gress, and compel them to admit, in all future 
time, that a new sedition law would be constitu- 
tional? Certainly not. At this ‘very session, the 
Senate, without any cpposition, had determined to 
refund a fine inflicted under the old sedition Jaw 
by the Judiciary, solely upon the principle, as he 
believed, that it was unconstitutional. But it was 
not his intention to enter fully into the argument 
of this question. He had’ risen merely to make 
a few suggestions in relation to the location and 
some of the features of the gentleman’s, bank. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Pc well: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill referred to it making appropri- 
ations for the naval service for 1838, and gave no-. 
tice that he should call it up to-morrow morning, 
at an early hour. i ; 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill to re- 
move the office of the Surveyor General for Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin: read twice,. 
and referred. 

BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of the banks in 
the District of Columbia for taventy years. 

The question being on Mr. Niess amendment, 
making the president and directors of the respect- 
ive banks personally responsible for all losses to 
the community on the winding up of the banks— 

The question was put, and the amendment lost 
without a debate, and without a division. 


Mr. BENTON said, with the pérmission of the 
Senate, he wonld modify the substitute offered by 
himself for the original bill. If adopted, it would 
save much of the time of the Senate. The change 
he had reference to, was merely in relation to the 
dates; he had consulted’ several members, and he 
believed his present proposition would not only. 
meet the views of the Senate generally, but he be- 
lieved it would be acceptable to those most inte- 
rested. The conditions imposed were stich as 


of. other 


“impose ‘these wholesome“ résirictivns? 
Senator desire to protect -them'in the’open viola- 
‘tion ‘of their charters in the issue‘ of notes of Jess 
denomination: than” @5? 
j them too soon: for’ the 
hotes, or fora general redemption of all their 


could not be objected to he thought. - They were— 
1. That they should cease receiving or paying 
out of all paper for currency of a less denomination | 


than five dollars, or 


2. Th 


al tne 
banks from and after. ‘the 


redeem! in “specie all their 
under, from: and, after the 


full, in specie, from and‘ after the Ist of January, 


RD said he would very much pre- 
fer the proposition offered by himself on a: former 
occasion. He ‘was averse tothe retiewal of their 
chatters being restricted ' by the conditions imposed 
by the Senator., He thonght it would be better to 
leave them free and independent: in their action, 
and charter them. during the pleasure of Congress, 
subject io its will! = 005o Da ae oS 

“Mr. WRIHT spoke at some length against the 
original Dill, hè could: hot reconcile-it_ to his views 
of right, to renew: these chariers for twenty years, 
when they were in open violation of the laws, and 
had long since forfeited their charters by their own 
acts. He greatly preferred the motion of the Séna- 
tor. frem Missouri, (Mr. Bewron.] Why even give 
them an extensioh of two years, tnless -you 
Did any 


“Were we ‘calling upon 
demption of thei? small 


notes?’ He wished Senators ‘to look‘at ‘the restric- 
tions proposed, and” ask themselves if they were 
too severe. Much had: been said in'that body 0° 
of an irredeemable paper; it was what was\con- 
demned by. all; and proper efforts should ‘be made 
to put an end to it. The Senator from New’ Hamp- 
shire sayshe would prefer a charter at the pleasure 
of Congress. He ‘knew the Senator’s reasons, 
which he believed would be considered most ame- 
liorating; but in bis, Mr. W’s mind, it would be the 
very worst cotrse that could: be pursued; and ‘if 
once adopied, their charters would never be reach- 
ed again, Let us extend no greater limits to these 
institutions than the States generally do to theirs, 
and this we have done. ne we ees 

Mr. HUBBARD then contended’ that ‘his pro- 
position: would be preferable, that if the “banks 
were left to the action of Congress, their charters 
dependent’ on ‘ifs will, they would “be less likely 


| to do any thing that- would bring on them ‘the con- 
“demnation ‘of ‘that bedy or of the citizens. | 


Mr. ROANE’ defended the bill as originally 
drafted.. The committee had endeavored to draw 
allthe ‘light-they’could around them in relation to 
the most approved: system of banking. In reply 
to aremark he had heard, that we knew nothing of 
the condition of these banks, he coeld-state“that 
they had been subject to a severe and rigid scrutiny, 


‘the 'result of which was before the Senate, and he 


trusted the bill would be permitted to pass without 
further discussion. á S n 


Mr. BENTON thought as much indulgence was 


l granted in’ the substitute as was reasonablé ‘and 


just. .The charters were ‘already forfeited and 
lying dt our mercy. Six banks itt this District were 
circulating money which would ultimately fail-in 
the hands of the poor laborer. He would not ‘vcte 
for any thing not coupled with the restrictions he 
proposed. > te : ; ; 

-Mr. DAVIS opposed the substitute as containing 
provisions calculated to destroy the’ business of the 
banks, in relation to paying out the notes of. other 
institutions,“ me ee ae a 

Mr. TIPTON spoke earnestly in‘favor of placing 
the people of the District’ above the embarrassing 
uncertainty with which they had- heretofore been 
agitated in relation to their banks. He desired the 
Senate to decide promptly whether they would de 
so or not; and, with this view, he should voie 
against all amendments to this bill. ee 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, spoke in favor of the 
amendment, and in opposition to a recharter tee 
twenty years, that Congress might:revise the pre- 
sentsystem, Or make a better. awe ea 

Mr. NORVELL said, that he had an d 
ment to submit to the amendment proposed to’ the 


it! He won 


Mey orn . N i 
‘vaying any thing about their suspension; but he 


bill by the honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr 

BENTon.] The amendment of that Senator ex- 
tended the charters of the banks of the District 
two years, on the condition that they should re- 
deem their five dollar bills, from and after the first 
of August, with gold or silver, and their bills of all 
denominations from the first of January next. 
Now, he was very willing, and indeed anxious, to 
extend the charters or these banks agreeably to 
their existing provisions. By these provisions the 
banks were required atall times to redeem their 


notes with specie, and were forbidden to issue 


notes under the denomination of five dollars. In 
consequence of the suspension of Specie payments 
by the banks in the different States, the District 
banks, from what appeared to be an unavoidable 
necessity, were also compelled to suspend. He 
was very willing, tacitly, to acquiesce a while lon- 
ger in this necessity, and to renew the charters of 
all these banks, withont any express reference, in 
the renewal, to their departure trom the specie 
standard. But, when brought to vote directly on 
the question, whether their suspension of specie 
payments shall receive the formal sanction of this 
body, as it would, if the amendment of the Senator 
against it. He could never eonsent to give his 
sangon by. aformat: e f ‘@ course of this kind, 
owever much: he might bedis to. aequiescé in 
€ not- divide’ ine situate or specie 

payments into parts, as the amendment proposed, 
and vote to sanction ‘their ‘failure Tor à time, on the 


from Missouri should be adopted, he must vote 


distant day. He asked how Senators on this side 
of'the. Hall; who had, during the whole of the extra 
aid’this session, spoken and voted against the banks 
for suspending specie payments, could now turn 
round and give their direct sanction to this suspen- 
sion? He would cheerfully go with them in re- 
newing the charters of the District banks, without 


2 ang d that the banks shovil resume at a future 


ald not vote for the amendment of the Senator 


from Missouri. He would, therefore, move to 
amend that amendment so thatthe charters of these 
banks should be extended as proposed, provided 
they fredeemed their bills, of all denominations, 
with gold or silver, from and after the day on which 
the act is to take effect, and provided further that 
their charters should be null and void, if they failed 
so to redeem their bills. He submitted this mo- 
tion with reluctance, and solely in consequence of 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. He would prefer the extension of the char- 
ters’ according to their existing provisions, which 
required all that could or need be required in rela- 
tioti to specie payments. 

Mr, KING said it was utterly impossible for 
them to do so at present, If it was the intention 
of his friend from Michigan to destroy these insti- 
tutions, it was well. He certainly had taken a 
midst effectual mode; but as he presumed that was 
not the motive of the honorable Senator, nor to 
prolong a discussion. already too protracted, he 
hoped the amendment would be withdrawn. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the Senator from 
Michigan would not persist in his amendment, as 
it would be ruinous to the banks of the District. 

Mr. NORVELL repeated the considerations 
which had induced his motion. So far from de- 
siring to injure the District banks, he wished to see 
their charters renewed, and would cheerfully vote 
for the bill with one or two modifications, by no 
means unfavorable to them, reported by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. He wouid, 


 hewever, as his friends from Alabama and Penn- 


sylyania had requested it, withdraw his amend- 
ment, and content himself with voting against the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
sour. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the four 
clauses in the proviso of Mr. Bewron’s amendment, 
aid insert a provision that the present charters 
should be extended during the pleasure.of Con- 
gress, being in the mean. time subject to any modi- 
fications Congress might think proper to. make, 
and subject also. to a repeal, atthe discretion of 
Congress. iS 

‘Mr. BUCHANAN would not go for the propo- 
sition of the Senator; it would amount to a per- 
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-petual charter. He was not for destroyitig these 


banks; on the contrary, he was for sustaining them 
so long as they adhered’ to what was right and 
correct. 

Mr. KING expressed an earnest desire to bring this 
matter toa close. The bill before them was vastly 
superior, because it contained many salutary pro- 
visions. If gentlemen were so desirous to narrow 
down the time, why not take the billas it was, 
and limit the duration to a shorter period. While 
up, he would take occasion to vindicate the banks 
from aspersions which had been thrown upon them 
at different times during the discussion. If gentle- 
men would look to New York, Boston, and Phila- 
delphia, where banks with immense capital were 
forced to yield to the pressure, how could corpora- 
tions like them, with small capital, hold out. The 
fact was, to the last moment, they did their best, 
and should not now be forced into measures which 
would be oppressive to them, and distressing to the 
citizens of the District. He would vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri. with 
great reluctance, and he did so with a view of giv- 
ing time, under the hope that a better temper and 
spirit would prevail in relation to the matter. 

Mr. BAYARD thought a limited period would 
be better than an indefinite one. 

Mr. STRANGE thought, of all the dangerous 


propositions ever entertained, that suggested by the 
‘Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Huzgarp] 


was the most so. Was not every member of Con- 
gress exposed to the temptations of these banks— 
nay, the very President himself might be amena- 
ble to corruption, through the veto. He did 
not pretend to say that such things would be; suf- 
ficient for him was the opinion that they might be. 
He did not believe with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky that the Bank of the United States had never 
interfered in the elections; on the contrary, he be- 
lieved that it had exercised a very dangerous in- 
fluence. He agreed with the Senator from Michi- 
gan, that we should not countenance institutions 
that were daily flying in the face of law and right. 
THe would vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri as best calculated to place them in 
a position to secure the interests of the community, 
without violating their chartered privileges. 

Mr. BENTON was certain that, if the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Hampshire prevail- 
ed, the banks would ran on until they settled down, 
as the pleasure of Congress would be the pleasure 
of members of Congress. Suppose a member of 
Congress wanted a discount, while an industrious 
mechanic or merchant of the District required one 
at the same time—the bank could not accommodate 
both, and what then would be the result. The 
directors would say if we do not oblige the member 
we shall lose the bank. Do not gentlemen see 
that the bank could not be a free agent. The banks 
themselves and the people of the District ought to 
be opposed to it, T look upon it, said Mr. B, as one 
of the most objectionable measures ever presented 
to Congress. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, as his amendment seemed 
to find no favor in the eyes of either the friends or 
enemies of the bill, he would withdraw it; but he 
still believed it the most wholesome and proper that 
could be adopted, 

The question now recurring on Mr. Benton's 
amendment, 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to modify it by re- 
quiring thal the District banks should resume soon- 
er than the Ist of January, 1839, if the principal 
banks in Baltimore and Richmond should sconer 
resume. 

Mr. BENTON accepted this modification. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the second 
clause of Mr. Bextox’s proviso, relating to the 
notes of other banks, was stricken out. 

The question was then put on Mr. BEnton’s sub- 


stitute for the bill, and\ carried in the afirmative— 


yeas 24, nays 16, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Futon, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Knight, Linn, Lumhkin, McKean, Morris, 
Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Robison, Smith! of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Trotter, liams, Wright “and 
Young—24. pee s 3 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Cl y of Kentucky, | 


N 
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Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Spence, Tall- 
madge, Tipton and Webster—16. as 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—yeas: 
37, nays 2. ; ; ; 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Banke 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, and 
the bill to revive, with amendments, the “Act to in- 
corporate the Medical Society of the District of Ce- 
lumbia,” were severally considered and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. ; 

The Senate then adjourned: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, May 22, 1838. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved thata 
communication from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, covering a plan for the con- 
struction of safe buildings for the Surveyors Gene- 
ral in the States be printed, and the maps accom- 
panying the same be lithographed, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr, STONE, on leave, presented the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Kel- 
lysville, in Marion county, Tennessee, crossing the 
Tennessee river at Lawrie’s Old Ferry, passing by 
Nickajack, Gardenhires, thence up Running Wa- 
ter Creek, crossing the Racoon mountain into the 
Lockout Valley to some point at or near Squirrel 
Town, in Dade county, Georgia. 

Mr. HAYNES, on leave, presented a memorial 
for a mail route. i 

Mr. CONNOR asked leave to offer a resolution 
ordering the daily hour of meeting of the House 
hereafter to be 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, were—yeas 127, nays 42, 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
being before the House, 

Mr. BOON moved to add that the House take 
a daily recess from 2 till 4 past 3 o'clock. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was himself op- 
posed fo any recess, but if they were to have it, he 
Suggested the usual period, trom 4 past 2 till 4 
o'clock, 

Mr. REED hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. 

Mr. McKENNON was opposed to it, for he 
thought six hours long enough to remain there in a 
confined atmosphere. 

Mr. BOON modified his ‘amendment according 
to the suggestion of Mr. Camure ena, from 4 past 
2 till 4 clock. He added that he had made the 
motion in obedience to the expressedwishes of se- 
veral gentlemen. — 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said as he was opposed 
to a recess, he would move the previous question, 
which was seconded—93 to 70-—and the main 
question being ordered, was put and agreed to, and 
the resolution adopted without amendment, i 

REPEAL OV THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky asked leave to 
make a statement in reference to what had been 
said by the gentieman from Indiana, [Mr. Boon] 
yesterday. 

Leave being granted, : 

Mr. W. went on to say that he was not present 
when the gentleman made. his statement, and 
though he did not say that the gentleman had in- 
accurately detailed the private conversation be- 
tween them, yet he would take occasion to rectify 
an error that had got into the newspapers, and been 
circulating for,the last two or three weeks. Itwas 
stated that Mr. W. had consented, or given notice 
that he wonld consent, to accept the resolution of 
Mr. Boon asa modification or substitute for his 
own, should. the rulés be suspended to give him an 
oppertanity of doing so. Mr. W. never said so, 
and the newspapers were mistaken. -The gentle- 
man from Indiana would bear him witness that 
he. said no such thing, and gave no such pledge. 
Yesterday morning, when the gentleman and him- 
self could not agree, either upon his resolution 
or Mr. W’s, Mr. W. remarked that he would 
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take the one that had been printed and laid on theif | 


tablés—he believed it came fromthe Senate+-andif . 
thé rales were suspended, he would so modify. it. 


Upon further examination, however, M. W. found - 


that it materially differed from the object, they-both - 
seetned to have in view; and he, therefore; notified 
the gentleman from Indiana:that he should not offer 
il; adding further that,-as his great objeet was to do 
away with all distinctions nów existing in the kind 


of moneys reeeived for the public dues, he: was dé- © 
sirous-of doing every thing in his power to accom; | 


modate all sides of the House: -He was willing to 
make ita joint resolution, and: he then said, and 
again pledged himseif, that, if the rules were sus- 
pended, he would frame the resolution, at.the sug- 
_ gestion of any gentleman, to accomplish the object 
of those who wanted to. see the specie. circular 
repealed. He would make-any modification that 
would. be thought generally acceptable to- the 
House. i ~ l 

‘Mr. W. explained the .réason-why he had not 
called ‘up bis resolution before, that he thought they 
got along much better by taking up the business in 
its regular order; besides his resolution was submit- 
ted only a day or. two. before the duelling report 
came in, and, as a privileged* question, that cut 
off every thing else, and took up two or three 
weeks; and moreover he was not disposed to arrest 
the public business of the House. Mr. W. -then 
sent his modification to the Chair, which was read, 
and he moved the House to take. it up- i 

Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. : ` 

Mr. BOON then asked leave to make a further 
statement, but it was objected to. ; 

The question was.then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the. negative—yeas 104, 
nays 83. fee SS ta 

“YGas—Mesars. Adams, Hemah Allen, J, W. Alen, Aycrigs, 
Bell, Boud; Boon, Borden, Briggs, William B.. Calhoun, John 
talhoon, Casey, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crack- 
étt, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, “Evans, Everett, R ` Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, Wiliam Graham, Grantland, Gray, 
Grennel}, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, itenry, Herod, Hofman, Jabez Jackson, Henry John- 
son, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Lincom, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennau, 
Menefee, Mercer; Milligan, Mitchel, Morgan, Calvary Morna, 
‘Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, Pope. Potts, Rariden, Ran- 
delph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Joha. Robertson, Edward W. 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine I. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Alhert 
&, White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T: Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis Walliams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph 1. Wib 
liams, Wise, Yell, and Yorke~-104. : ` 

NAYS--Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bouldin, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambrelens, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cush- 
man, Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Mietcher, Fry, Giascock, Grant, 


Harrison, Wawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, William H: Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, .Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, . Martin, McKay, 
Robi- MeCletlan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Moore, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Sawyer, Shefter, Charles 
Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Tawna, Turney, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—83, 

So the House refused. 

Mr. NAYLOR, on leave, presented a petition. 

. Mr. HUNTER, of Ohio, moved to print 
the report of the survey of the harbor of Sandusky, 
in that Slate; which was sent in trom the Topogra- 
phical Bureau yesterday, and the motion was 
agreed to nem diss. Be at 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mitiee on. Claims, reported a bill for the ‘relief of 
Keller. ` ; a . 

Also, a bill to continue in force the‘act of 1837, 
to provide-for the payment of horses and other pro- 
perty, lost, or destroyed, in the military service of 
the United States. i Dai , 

Mr. W. moved thatit be made the-order for this 
day, which was agreed to; and the. House went 
instanter into. committee thereon, Mr. REED in 
the chair. A ; 3 eter 

Mr. WHITTLESEY having’ briefly explained 
its provisions and the necessity of its passage. - 

Mr. GRAHAM complained that the bill did 
not extend far enough, and that.as. meritorious. a 
class of claimants were excluded from its benefits 
as that embraced in its provisions. Mr. G. then 


moved .an amendment, extending the benefits ofthe 
bill to the mounted rangers of Indiana and Illinois. 
~ Mr. WHITTLESEY said, if it was intended to 


press this amendment, he should be-compelled.to | 
move the rising of the committee, so as to discuss - 


it another ‘time, -because the House. agreed to go 
into committee, merely to.considér the original-bill 


as reported.’ Moreover, Mr. W. was prepared. to - 


make a report oh the subject referred- to by Mr. 
Gratam, in response to a resolutión ‘introduced 
some-time since by that gentleman. . 


Mr. YELL suggested to the: gentleman: from. 


Indiana, as there'were other States interested, 


either to make his proposed provision general, or at- 


least to include Arkansas. If he did neither, Mr. 


-Y. should’ vote against the admendment. 


Mr. GRAHAM assented to the first suggestion, 
and made his amendment general, so as to include 
all mounted rangers. Mr. G: then entered into the 


details, and set forth the services and claims of this, 


class of' men upon, the Government. 


Mr, WHITTLESEY appealed to the gentleman _ 


to permit the question to be taken, or suffer the 
committtee to rise, for-if he had.thought‘a long dè- 


bate was to have sprung up, he most. assuredly ` 
would not have asked the indulgence of the House 
‘to go into commiitee upon this bill. ; 


Mr. GRAHAM, however, declined to yield, and. 
went on to advocate his’ amendment, and then -be- 
fore the question was taken, 

Mr.. HOFFMAN 
rise, which being agreed to, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again, š 

The SPEAKER then laid-before the House thé 
following message, received from'thẹ President of 
the United States: oe i oF A 
To the House of Representatives of the United States; 

The. accompanying copy of a communication 
addressed tothe Secretary of War by the Cherokee 
delegation is submitted to Congress, in order that 
such measures may be adopted as are required to 
carry into. effect the benevolent intentions of the 
Government. towards the Cherokee nation, and 
which it is hoped will induce them to remove 
peaceably and, contentedly to their new homes in 
the West. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasninaron, May 21, 1838. 

. The message having been read, , 


companying documents; which being done, 

Mr. BELL moved the reference of the whole to 
a Committee on the Union, and that they be 
printed. f j 


passed to the orders of the day. ` 

After some conversation between Mr. EVE- 
RETT and Mr. CAMBRELENG, the latter of 
whem stating that the above papers involved a 
new question, 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved a vote of reconsidera- 


tion, so as to refer them to the Committee.on Indian 
-A fairs, and gave his reasuns therefor, 


Mr. HAYNES was in favor of the latter -re- 
ference. . ae 
_.Mr. EVERETT advocated a reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOWARD preferred the original reference 
to the Committee on the Union, inasmuch as the 
subject was already before that body, on the 
amendments to the bill to prevent and suppress 
Indian hostilities. $ 

Mr. HOLSEY advocated the reference to the 
Indian Committee, for he could not consent to 
embarrass the above bill by bringing on a protracted 
discussion upon the validity of the Cherokee treaty. 
Mr. H. apprehended hostilities, and alluded to a 
murder that had already takcn place: ~ 

Mr. REED insisted that the reference already 
made was the proper one, and he moved to Jay ihe 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. OWENS expressed-a hope that the gentle- 
inan would not press that motion. ; 

Mr. HOLSEY asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not:ordered, and the motion was re- 
jected—ayes 65, noes 68. sce 

Mr. BELL knew nothing to be gained by the 
reference of the subject to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, for there was not the slightest. ground to 
betieve that that committee would bring in any 


- proposition. 


ent; butit would be useless to. referit to the 


_ by tellers—-ayes 72, noes 84. 


- structions: 
moved that the committee’ 


Mr. OWENS called for the reading of the ac- 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House | 


“They would: do nothing, but say 
“hands of.” - Hé-was sorty the- marder - had. been 


alluded to, for: there were no, facts to show ‘that it 


evinced a determination- on. the part ofthe Indians 
to commence histilities.. .As to voting money, Mr. 


` Bi was. willing. to.vote all that was. now and would 


be necessary, even to-day if it was thought. expedi- 
om- 
miueéon Indian Affairs, as:the ; Committee: ‘of the 
Wholeon the’. state-of the Union must. eventually 
act upon. ites se eas 
_-Mr. CAMBRELENG. adveried. to: the impor- 
tance of the President’s communication, which con- 
tained several distinct: propositions; all of which 
came within the province of thé standing Commit- 
tee on Indian. Affairs ta inquire into, and gave 
other reasons for giving the subject:{hat direction. 
Mr. CUSHING expressed himself’ willing to 


-yield-the floor on the Northwest boundary question 


to go on with the Indian hostility. bill. 
The motion. to reconsider Was then agreed to— 
ayes 73, noes 69. aS aor 


The question then again recurring onthe com- 


-mitment to the Committee of. the “Wholé on. she 


‘state of the Union, it was: decided inthe negative, 
On sending it 
fairs, 


to’ the -Committee ‘on Indian, Ai- 
"Mr. EVERETT moved to add the following in- 


“And-that said committee have -power to send 
for persons and papers.2 5 hi, D Fe 

Mr. DAWSON assured ail parties: that if they 
expected to make any thing politically, out of. this 
question they were. very «much mistaken...» Where 
could bè the necessity, or. what:good. could. result 
out of sending for.persons and, papers, to. investi- 
gate the validity of a treaty.long-since ratified‘and 
confirmed? | What! ‘were they to’ suffér John Ross 


~to arrèst and change the whole action of ‘this -Go- 


vernment? Mr. D., had labored day and night’ to 
bring this man to. a reasonable. proposition, but. he 
had no sooner succeeded than in a hour afterwards 
he withdrew, or changed his opinion. a ear 
Mr. D. said the only proper course for the House 
to pursue was to. disobey and disregard the Presi- 
dents recommendations, which were “in effect to 
declare war against the people of Georgia. He, 
therefore, moved to lay the whole subjection the 
table, but. withdrew. that motion ‘at the request of 
Mr. WISE, who: hoped: this; communication 
would be considered; and said’; he.would pay the 


‘first compliment to. the President he had. ever paid 


in his life, for his propositions. were a virtual. ac- 


‘knowledgment that the pretended. treaty” was no 


treaty, as Mr. W. had often before alleged. He 
rejoiced that the Executive of the United States 
had at last signified a wish ‘to du justice to the 
Cherokees. Mr. W. pursuant to his pledge to 
Mr. Dawson, renewed that genleman’s motion to 


-lay-the whole subject on the table, but withdrew it 


by his assent. 7 te : 

Mr. GLASCOCK addressed the House with 
earnestness, insisting on the obligation of the treaty 
of 1835, and the sacredness of the vested rights of 
Georgia under it; the certainty that. her citizens 
would take possessiun.of these lands, and the im- 


‘minent danger of an. Indian war. “Should the Go- 


vernment attempt to’ overturn that tréaty, Georgia 


-would never be found wanting to. herself, as she 


had once before proved. And he would say to the 


‘gentleman from’ Virginia, (Mr. Wisg] that his 


bold threats about castigating His State mto sub- 
mission, had no terrors for him or the people he in 
part represented: This was not the first time that 
such threats had been made against Georgia, grow- 
ing-out of the Indian treaties; but she always took ` 
her stand, and-assumed her position. under them, and 
was not to be forced from it. She ever. remained 
firm, asshe will now, amidst all the calumnies 
and foul slanders which -have.been eagerly ciren- 
lated to her injury, and nnawed by every attempt 
of those who, under the’saered garb of religion and 
humanity, seek to array against her public feeling 
and indignation. : ; 3 
_ Sir, said Mr. G;, she plants herself apon those 
rights secured and guarantied to her under. the 
treaty of 1835—a treaty solemnly. ratified, and 
having. all. the sanctions and -reqnisités requir:d 
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by the. Constitution, and now the supreme law of 
the land; and such rights, thus secured, gentlemen 
of all parties might rest assured Georgia at least 
would peril her all to maintain and defend. Inge- 
pendent of this, said Mr. G., a large portion of his 
constituents had rights vested in them under this 
treaty, and by special. enactments of their own 
Legislature—rights io the possession and occupancy 
of their lands; and they, too, stand ready to resist, 

even unto death,” all encroachments upon them, 
coming from what quarter they mav. And he 
could assure the gentleman from Virginia, that if 
such contests should ever be made necessary, how- 
ever unequal and unpleasant, they would never 
falter. They had the firmness and the courage, on 
the one hand, to maintain their own rights under 
the treaty; and, on the other, the magnanimity to 
protect and defend the Indians in theirs. Sir, they 
stand upon the treaty; and ali they ask at the hands 
of the Government is a speedy enforcement of its 
provisions. They now ask it through their repre- 
sentatives, and they have a right to expect it., 
_ [We hope to furnish Mr. G’s remarks at length 
in a few days, as well as those of other gentlemen. | 

Mr. ATHERTON then. rose and demanded the 
previous question, as it was apparent that a pro- 
tracted discussion was growing out of this prelimi- 
nary motion of reference. 

Mr. OWENS hoped. the gentleman would with- 
draw that motion, and permit the question to be 
taken on laying the subject on the table. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR, 
and Messrs. WISE and McIXAY, as to the reading 
of the papers again, 

Mr. OWENS moved to lay the subject on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays, which, 
being ordered, were yeas 39, nays 113, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs, Bouldin, Bynum, Connor, Craig, Crockett, 
Dawson, Elmore, Fry, Glascock, James Graham, Gray, Griflin, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holscy, Howard, R. M. T. Hunter, Ken- 
nedy, Martia, McKay, Montgomery, Moore, Murray, Owens, 
Palmer, Petrikin, Pickens, Poner, Rencher, Richardson, Saw- 
yer, Uharles Shepard, Shie Stone, Themas, Thompson, 
Towns, Turney, and Yell—39 

NAYS—Messrs: Adama, J. W. Alen, Andrews, Atherton, 
Ayctigg, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Bond, Bron- 
son, Cambreleng, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chapman, Childs, 
Coles, Corwin, Cushing, Cushunan, Davies, Deberry, De Gran, 
Dromgoole, Dunn, Fverctt, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, 
R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, d. Garland, R, Garland, W. Gra- 
ham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Grenucll, Ifaley, Halstead, 
Hammond, Hamer, Haran, Hastings, Hawes, Herod, Holt, 
Edward B. Hubley, Samuel Ingham, ‘Thomas B: Jackson, 
Daniel Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Keim, Gouverneur Kemble, 
Kilgore, Klingenamith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Login, 
Mallory, Samson Mason, Maxwell, Robert MeCicllan, Me- 
Glure, McKennan, Moncfee, Mc , Milligan, Mitehetl, Mathias 
Morns, Naylor, Noble, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Penny- 
packer, Phelps, Pope, Pots, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reily, 
Ridgway, Rives, John Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepherd, Sheplor, Sibley, Bouthgiue, 
Stanly, Station, Taylor, ‘Pillinghast, ‘Titus, Toland, Toucey 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, John White, Busha Whittlesey, 
Lewis Willams, Jared W. Williams, Wise, and Yorke--1b). 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative. i i 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, í 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said he hoped this sub- 
ject would be settled, temporarily at least, without 
further excitement; and he appealed to his friend 
from New Hampshire to withdraw his moticn for 
the previous question, to enable Mr. M. to move its 
postponement for one week. 

Mr. ATHERTON not assenting to the request, 
the House passed between the tellers, and seconded 
thë previous question—78 to 53; so the main ques- 
tion was ordered, put, and agreed to. . 

So the subject was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

w - OREGON TERRITORY. l 

The House. then. resumed the consideration of 
the President’s. message in relation to the occupa- 
tion. by. the British: of our Northwestern Territory, 
tha question:-being on. the. motion to commit it to 
the Coummiltee on Foreign Afairs. i 

_ Mr CUSHING resamed and concluded his re- 
marks on the sūbjéct generally, and in favor of hs 
motion to commit, with certain instructions. 


——- WEEKLY. 


Mr. HOWARD addressed the House for some 
time, partly in reply to Mr. CUSHING. 

Mr. ELMORE said this was a question of great 
importance, and, forone, was not disposed that 
the action of the House should be predicated upon 
the limited and contracted instructions to the com- 
mittee prepared by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis, [Mr. Cusuine.] He would therefore with 
a view of drawing out more important and extend- 
ed information, moved to strike out all after the 
word “instructions,” and insert the following in 
lieu thereof: 

“Also, to inquire into the extent of the country 
claimed by the United States west of the Rocky 
Mountains, and on the northwest coast on the Pa- 
cific ocean, the titles under which it is claimed, 
and the evidence of the correctness of that title; 
the extent of the sea coast, and the number and 
description of its harbors; the nature of the climate, 
soil, productions, and trade; and, also, whether it 
is expedient to establish a Territorial Government, 
or one or more military posts as protection for the 
same, or any part thereof, and what will be the ex- 
pense necessary to establish the same, and the an- 
nual expense for its support; what fortifications 
and ships will be required for said Territory, and 
what number of soldiers and sailors will be neces- 
sary for its protection, both in time of peace and in 
case of war with any foreign power, and that the 
committee report thereon to this House.” 

Mr. CUSHING said he did not object to the 
amendment of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na; hut thought that the object could be accom- 
plished, if he would move it as an addition to 
Mr. Cs, and then he would be willing to accept it 
as a modification. 

Mr. ELMORE having assented to this sug- 
gestion, the question was taken upon the adoption 
of the instruetions, and thus modified they were 
agreed to. : 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
commit the report with the instructions te the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ELMORE said before the question was 
taken, it was his desire to make some remarks upon 
the proposition and the subject generally, but did 
not feel prepared at that time, and he therefore 
moved an adjournment; which motion prevailed, 
and so 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Turspay, May 22, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of Daniel Root, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of M, Ta- 
pein, asking for a pre-emption right: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr.. LINN presented the petition of Robert 
Grignon, praying payment of a sum of money ina 
certain treaty stipulation: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorials of 
nine citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the establish- 
ment of a Bank of the United States with a capital 
of one hundred and fifty millions; the stock to be 
distributed among the different States according to 
iheir Federal population; and also praying for the 
establishment of State banks to be connected with 
the institution: laid on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the memorial 
of Gad Humphreys, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. fromthe same committee, to which had 
been referred the bills from the House for the relief 
of James H, Ralston and Charles A. Dodd, re- 


ported them severally without amendment, recom- 


mending their indefinite postponement. 


Mr. MERRICK, from the same committee, to. 
which had been referred the bill.from the House for’ 
the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. reported ‘the. 


same without amendment, © 


‘PRICE $1 PER SESSION. — 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private: 
Land Ciaims, to which the subject was referred, 
reported a bill to confirm claims to lands in the 
district of Rio Hondo, in Louisiana; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolutions were severally sub- 
mitted and adopted: : 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Margaret Barnes, widow of Elijah 
Barnes, a soldier in the war of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a new post route from a. 
town in Alabama to one in Mississippi. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time, and passed: 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks in the District of Columbia. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Bank of 
Alexandria, in the city of Alexandria. 

The bill to revive with amendments the act to 
incorporate the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia; and i , 

The billto extend the charter of the Union Bank. 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States by Mr. ABRAHAM 
Van Buren, his private secretary: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

The accompanying copy of a communication 
addressed to the Secretary of War by the Cherokee 
delegation is submitted to Congress, in order that 
such measures may be adopted as are required to 
carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the 
Government towards the Cherokee nation, and 
which it is hoped will induce them to remove 
peaceably and conientedly to their new homes in 
the West. - M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuinaton, May 21, 1838 


To Messrs. Joun Ross, Epwarp Gunter, R. Tay- 
Lor, James Brown, Samurn GUNTER, Srruwa- 
ner, Ernan Fhorss, and Wurre Parin, Cherokee 
Delegation. ' 

The undersigned has attentively considered the 
project of a treaty submitted by you, and, although 
equally desireus with yourselves to satisfy that por- 
tion of the nation that still remain east of the Mis- 
sissippi, and to offer them every inducement to 
remove peaceably and contentedly to their new 
homes in the West, and not unwilling to grant 
most of the terms proposed by you, still, where the 
lights and just expectations of sovereign States are 
rnvolved, it is deemed inexpedient, without their 
consent, to give to any stipulations which affec; 
them the form of a solemn treaty. 

Inthe first article you desire to stipulate and 
agree that “the said Cherokee nation, party hereto, 
engages and stipulates toremove from all the lands 
now occupied by them eastward of the Mis- 
sissippi, and hereby renounces and rdlinquishes to 
the United States all claim of every description: to 
such lands; such removal to be commenced at the 
earliest convenient period, and to be fully com- 
pleted within two years from this date; to-be effected 
by the Cherokees themselves, and by their agents, 
and the entire expenses of such removal to be 
defrayed out of the money tobe paid by the United 
States, as hereinafter provided.” As has beep be- 
fore observed, the Government of the United diates 
could not agree to this act without the consent of 
the States whose rights are involved, and whose 
interests may be affected by this stipulation; but the 
Eexecutive ‘pledges itself to use its best efforts to 
induce them to. abstain from pressing their claims 
in a mariner that would produce loss or inconve- 
nience to..the Cherokee people, and would be in- 
consistent with their being removed- with every 
reasonable comfort. From the well known huma- 
nity and gerierous character of the States of Geor- 


Ugia, ‘Tennessee, Alabama, and North Carolina, 
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there can be no doubt of their granting every in- 
dulgence which the interests. of humanity require; 
and if two years are necessary for the comfortable 
remoyal of the nation, the undersigned will venture 
to assure the delegation that their request: will be 
granted. ae Bes 

. If ithe desired by the Cherokee nation that their 
own agents should have the charge’ of their emi- 
gration, their wishes will be complied with, and 
instructions be given to the commanding general 
in the Cherokee country to enter into arrangements 
With thera to that effect. With regard to the ex- 
pense of this operation, which you ask may be de- 
trayed by the United States, in the opinion of the 
undersigned, the request ought to be granted, and 
an application for such further sum as may be re- 
quired for this purpose ‘shalt be made to Congress. 

In the next article of your project, you propose 
that “the United States, on their part, stipulate 
and agree, in consideration of the premises, to 
perfect the title of the Cherokee nation to the lands 
and territory westward of the Mississippi, de- 
scribed, mentioned, and defined in and by the 
treaty of 1833, between the United States. and the 
Cherokees west of the Mississippi, and the privi- 
lege of outlet thereto annexed, and to issue a pa- 
tent therefor to the Cherokee nation in perpetuity; 
and farther to pay.the said chiefs and representa- 
tives of the Cherokee nation east of the Mississippi, 
the sum of ——- dollars, in manner and at the time 
hereinafter provided.” 

It was always the declared intention of the Go- 
vernment to perfect the title to this land to the 
Cherokee nation, and to issue a patent therefor,’ so 
soon as that portion of them now east of the Mis- 
sissippi had emigrated west, granting the nation the 
privilege of outlet thereto annexed, and all other 
privileges secured to them by former arrangements. 
Nor will it object to grant them, in perpetuity, if 
Congress should think proper to do so on their re- 
commendation, under certain restrictions, to which 
the delegation have assented. As the delegation 
expressed their fears that a form of. Government 
might. be imposed which they were neither pre- 
pared for nor desirous of, the assurance is hereby 
repeated, that no form of Government will be im- 
posed upon the Cherokees without the consent of 
the whole nation, given in council; nor shall their 
country be created into a Territory, without such 
previous concurrence. 

With regard to the payment of a further sum of 
money by the United States, the undersigned can- 
not consent to recommend such a measure to Con- 
gress. The Senate of the United States deliberate- 
ly decided that five millions of dollars was a fall 
and sufficient indemnity to the Cherokees for the 
lands they relinquished on the east side of the 
Mississippi; and it is understood that the members 
of that body see no reason at present to alter that 
decision. 

In the third act of your project you ask that “the 
said Cherokee nation, party hereto, through and by 
their acknowledged chiefs and officers, shall have 
the entire contro], management, and disposition, re- 
sponsible only to their own nation, of the funds to 
be paid under this treaty.” 

The undersigned would very much prefer ma- 
king this disposition of the funds of the nation, but 
as the interests of those Cherokees who have lately 
emigrated, are deeply involved in’ this proposition, 
the Executive cannot recommend such an alterna- 
live without the previous consent of all the parties 
concerned. ; 

The next article asks, “that in addition to the 
said sum mentioned in the foregoing second article, 
the United States shall forthwith pay, or arrange to 
be paid, to the Cherokee nation, party hereto, the 
arrearages of the annuities which were provided 
for in the treaty of 1819, up to this date, and shall 
continue such annuities during the two years al- 
lowed for said removal.” - 

The undersigned assures the delegation, that 
whatever arrearages or annuities are due to the 
Cherckee nation, under the treaty of 1819, shall be 
prompuy paid up to this date, and a continuance 
of that annuity for two years longer shall be asked 
of Congress. . `: 

Fhe ‘Sih. artiele requires “that inasmuch as the 
Cherokees contemplate semoving as provided for 


in said first article, as rapidly as their numbers and 
engagements will permit, the United: States stipu- 
late and engage to pay to them, as such removal, 
and the necessary preparations therefor progress, 
out of the money mentioned in said second article, 
such sums as may from time to time be necessary 
to defray the expenses incident thereto.” ; 

All payments and necessary advances for the 
purposes herein set forth will be liberally provided 
for in the contract which the commanding. general 
will be authorized te make with the Cherokee agents 
for the emigration of that portion of the nation east 
of the Mississippi. , 

The 6th article asks “that during the period 
prescribed: and allowed by this treaty for said re- 


moval, the United States stipulate and contract to 


protect the persons and property of said Chero- 
kees from all acts of encroachment and violence, 


` and to furnish them when required, with the neces- 
sary escort and protection, during such removal, 
‘until their arrival at their destination beyond the 


Mississippi.” i 

The necessary escortand protection, during the 
removal of the Cherokees, until their arrival at 
their destñation beyond the Mississippi, will be 
furnished, and the United States will protect the 
persons and property of the said Cherokees from 
all illegal acts of encroachment and violence, and 
will use their best efforts with the States inte- 
rested to prevent their pressing the execution of 
their rights in a manner calculated to oppress or 
inconvenience any individual of the nation. 

In the eighth article the request is made, “That 
in addition to the moneys. herein before stipulated 
to be paid by the United States, they further agree 
to pay to the said Cherokee nation, party hereto, 
the gross sum of —— dollars, in full discharge 
of all claims upon the United States, under the sti- 
pulations of former treaties, for public and private 
property, spoliations, indemnities, and other recla- 
mations, whether national or individual, and for 
reimbursement of expenses incurred in and about 
this arrangement. 

Six hundred thousand dollars was set apart for 
this purpose by a vote of Congress, and to defray 
the expenses of the removal of the nation to their 
new homes. But as this sum proves to be inade- 
quate for both objects, the Executive will recom- 
mend to Congress to make a further appropriation, 
in order to satisfy them. 

The undersigned trusts that the Cherokee delega- 
tion will see in these liberal concessions the earnest 
desire of the President to reconcile the nation to 
the necessity of removing without any other delay 
than a due regard for their comfort and conve- 
nience demands; and in this conviction, confi- 
dently relies upon the cordial co-operation of 
the chiefs and headmen to effect this desirable 
object. : 

On the part of the Government, copies of this 
document, with suitable aplications to the States 
interested, will be immediately transmitted to the 
several Governors thereof; instructions will be sent 
to the commanding general to act in conformity 
with its assurances, and a communication be made 
to Congress, asking the consent cf that body to the 
provisions proposed for the benefit of the Cherokee 
nation, 

The undersigned, in closing this communication, 
which has been considered with great deliberation, 
and drawn with the utmost regard for the wishes of 
the delegation, desires it to be distinetly understood 
that it contains the most liberal terms the Executive 
can grant, with a due regard to the rights and inte- 
rests of all the parties concerned; and therefore pre- 
sents it as the final determination of the Govern- 
ment, and the peremptory conclusion of the corre- 
spondence with the Cherokee deputation on. this 
subject. J. R. POINSETT. 
DEPARTMENT OF War, f 

May 18, 1838. a 

The message and accompanying document having 
been read— 

Mr. KING observed that he had glanced his eye 
over the document transmitted by the Executive in 
his message of this morning, and he could -not but 
regret that such a paper had been laid before the 
Senate. In the absence of all information on his 
part as to the leading motive of the Secretary of 


i 


War in making that communication, he was ata 
loss. to know: what disposition to make . of 
it” It appeared to “him that it was a- möst 
unfortunate and ill-jadged ` measure; “dnd. that 
consequences .of thè. most. injurious: .character 
might grow out of it. -It was not. the time now, to 
say any thing as.to the character of that paper; but 
he would observe that there was no evidence that 
the Cherokee delegation. here was disposed to ac- 
cept the terms proposed by the Secretary. It ap- 
peared to him that the delegations of the States more 
immediately interested in the matter ought to have 
been consulted; and considering -how deeply the in- 
terests of those States were involved, that no move- 
ment ought to have been made without their sanc- 
tion. As he had not had time to give to the paper 
that’ examination which its importance required, 
he would move to lay it on the table until he could 
give it such an examination as would enable him to 
determine what course to take with regard to it.” 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama. had listened to the 
document just read with the most profound, regret, 
mingled with surprise. He regretted extremely 
tbat it had been thought proper by the Secretary of 
War. (with the approbation of the President, no 
doubt) to take a step like. this without a previous 
consultation with the deiegation of either of the 
States that were so deeply interested in, this impor- 
tant subject. As respected the delegations. from 
Georgia, Tennessee, and North Carolina, he' had 
no knowledge, and therefore could not say whether 
they had been consulted in the matter; buthe would 
say, that neither his colleague nor himself had had 
the slightest intimation of what was going forward, 
and that the first information he had received of ‘it 
was derived from the paper just read. So far fiom 
his being consulted, and prepared for any thing of 
the kind, the very first thing he did on his arrival 
in this city, at the commencement of the extra ses- 
sion, was to wait on the Secretary of , War, and 
protest against any interference with the execution 
OF the treaty, and to warn him thal it would cer- 
tainly produce another Indian war, and revive the 
scenes that had been enacted in Florida. 

Sir, said Mr. C. the scenes in Florida ought to 


, have admonished the Secretary of the danger of 


tampering witha subject of such fearful import- 
ance, and that firmness and energy, with a rigid 
adherence to the terms of the treaty, was the only 
course to prevent war.and bloodshed, This tem- 
porizing policy was not the way to preserve the re- 
spect of the Indians, or io quiet the minds, of eur 
own citizens. The plan of the Secretary supposed 
that the Executives of Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Georgia might be consulted, and instructions sent 
to Gen. Scott in time to arrest the execution of the 
treaty. And under what circumstances? As he 
had been informed, there had been several recent 
murders perpetrated on our citizens by these mis- 
guided Indians, excited, no doubt, by the delusions 
held out to them. by` their leading men here at the 
seat of Government. He had just learned that the 
late surveyor general of the State of Georgia had 
been murdered by Cherokee Indians, and that. his 
ferryman had shared the same fate.. Such were 
the scenes occurring at the very time that the. -Se- 


‘eretary proposes to interfere with the treaty, and 


bearing an ominous resemblance to those which 
ushered in the Florida: war. He had hoped 
that’ other councils would have governed the 
Administration, and that this treaty, so. neces- 
sary. to the peace of our citizens, as. well 
as to the preservation of the Indians. them- 
selves, and which had. been solemnly ratified by 
both Houses of Congress, would have been ‘fairly 
executed, and an end put to this distracting subject. 
Efe would take the occasion to say, in justice, to 
himself and the people of his State, that the Secre- 
tary of War was warned over and over again be- 


! fore the commencement of the Creek war, of the 


danger of the course he was pursuing, and he was 
urgently solicited to provide for the protection of 
the people against Indian violence. Notwithstand- 
ing the danger that threatened, he would not even 
undertake to pay for a detachment of militia raised 
for that purpose. What was the consequence? 
Why the Creek war of 1836, which was soon fol- 
lowed by that of 1837. ‘Without profiting by for- 
mer errors, which had been followed by. such dis 


astrous ‘consequences, the Secréetaty .was: induced 
again to falter in -carrying into execution a treaty 
which it was apparent could by no means be got 
over... And what motive prompted this pretended 

herokee delegation?’ Why the whole. secret of 


this matter could be learned by the propositions in, 


the third article of the treaty submitted by John 
Ross, which were, that all moneys due to the na- 
tion should be paid to the principal chiefs, to be by 
them disposed of for the benefit of the wibe. 
Here was the whole secret. It was -to get the 
€ontrok of the money, not for the benefit of the 
päsť Indians, but to enrich John Ross and his as- 
sociates, while the rest of the tribe were to be 
ground down to the dust. Under the stipulations 
of the former treaty, the Indians were dealt with in 
a morte liberal manner. The money was to be fair- 
ly distributed, atid not to be given to John Ross, 
who assumes to be the head of the nation, and 
hence his furious opposition to the treaty. Again: 
another article of this proposition is, that the In- 
dians are to be protected in theif présent abodes un- 
til the Legislatures of the several States interested 
tan be consulted. The Legislatures of Georgia 
and Alabama would not be in session till the fall, 
and in the State of Tennessee there must be a 
éalled session, as the Legislature will not meet till 
‘October, 1839. Herte; then; was to be a postpone- 
ment for three years of a solemn treaty concurred 
in by this House and sanctioned by the other; and 
in the mean time a body of troops is to be kept up, 
to protect the Indians, though not a word was said, 
he believéd, about protecting the white population. 
And now hè would ask; what sort of force would 
be required?’ Why, they must keep up an army to 
restrain the Indians and white people from coming 
in conflict with each other. We, said he, have had 
some experience on the subject. We have had the 
Cherokee part of Alabama held under martial law, 
and We have sven a military court martial under- 
take, in effect, to usurp the functions of our courts 
of law. 

What was the present state of things in that 
country? General Scott was now there with troops 
in the field, or shortly t> be there, to the amount 
of 7,000, so that the principal part of the expense 
of removing these people was already incurred. 
The militia’called out, to the number of 5,000, were 
already there, or would reach there before any or- 
ders from the Secretary of War, countermanding 
them, could probably get there. Mr. ©. regretted 
exceedingly the step that had been taken. Fle had 
told the Secretary frequently that the most dangerous 
consequences would ensue if the treaty was not 
carried inio effect, and that his duty to his constitu- 
ents, as well as humanity to the Indians, required 
that he should lay before him the true state of things 
in that country. ; 

Mr. ‘WEBSTER expressed his regret that this 
paper was not approved by gentlemen representing 
the States concerned. Their approbation was very 
important, as it would have a more favorable effect 
on the public mind. Mr. W. would now consider 
only the question of its present disposal; and it 
struck him that it ought to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. ‘There was a strong and 
growing feeling in the country that great wrong had 
peen done to the Cherokees by the treaty of New 
Echota, But Mr. W. would not consider that now. 
Here was acommunication from the Executive, re- 
questing the action of Congress on thissubject; and 
Mr. W. thought the proper course was to refer it 
to the appropriate committee. He moved, there- 
fore, to refer it to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and hoped it would be done without provoking dis- 
cussion. . . 

Mr. STRANGE thought the discussion rather 
premature. He would not have risen to say a 
single word, might he not have been supposed to be 
remiss ‘with regard to the feelings of the peo- 
ple of- his State. in relation to the matter. It was 
true that he, like the Senators from Alabama, had 
not been consulted, nor did he believe his colleague 
had, nor Was there any intimation given. Whether 
it was improper-on the part of the Secretary not to 
have done so, ‘he left for-others to. decide; neither 
was he prépared=to: give any decided opinion in 
relation to the document. His. first impressions 
were such as bad already. been expressed; but he 


ble, why, if more money was required, he would 
cheerfully give it; bat as to letting the Indians re- 
main where they were, it was out of the question; 


| believed it would be unacceptable to the people of 
H his State, and would create a great deal of unplea- 
sant excitement. He agreed with the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that the subject ought to be respect- 
fally considered, as well from the importance of 
the mailer as the high source from which it ema- 
nated; and he believed the direction indicated by 
that Senator to be the right one. 
Mr. GRUNDY, after a few words which were 
not heard, said he thought the vote of the Senate 
had settled for ever the question of the validity of 
this treaty. With regard to consulting the States 
interested, the State of Tennessee could not be con- 
sulted, for her Legislature would not be in session 
untila year from next October. The Legislature 
of that State, at its last session, under the faith of 
the existing treaty, and believing that it was to be 
carried into effect unaltered in any of its provi- 
sions, had provided for the sale of all the lands 
within the Indian boundary, within a very short 
period. The officers and surveyors were all ap- 
pointed, and the sale was directed to take place for 
the benefit of the State, and not of the General Go- 
vernment. All the legislation of the State, there- 
fore, in relation to this subject, would be set aside, 
if the treaty was not carried into effect. For him- 
self, he could only say that the treaty had been 
made, and that it had been ratified by the constitu- 
tional authorities of the Government; and that so 
far as his.State was concerned, he should very re- 
luctantly do any thing to change it. As to what it 
would be proper for this Government to do to carry 


this treaty into effect with as little trouble as possi- 


and if it was the lasi vote he was to give, he could 
f not vote for it. To let them remain would inevita- 
bly lead to bloodshed. 
Mr. LUMPKIN stood on rather ditferentgrounds 
in relation to this subject from most persons. From 
time to time he had been conferred with in his ofi- 
cial station by the Execative of the country. He 
had communed with the present and late President 
in relation to this affair. He had never entertained 
but one opinion, and that was to execute with 
fidelity the late treaty. Mr. L. said he was aware 
that many of the Indians were opposed to it, and 
he thonght them honest in their views. The Exe- 
entive was disposed to treat them with kindness 
and humanity; and he was persuaded that the most 
liberal feelings were indulged towards these unfor- 
tunate people. ‘The Government wished something 
done to soothe them, and allay their excited feel- 
ings. Mr. L, would say to them firmly, but im- 
peratively, “the treaty must be executed!” 
{t might be due to the Secretary of War, said 
Mr. L. to state that he [Mr. L.] had been consulted 
in relation to this matter, from which consultation, 
he presumed, this document might have resulted. 
He told the Secretary of War that he would be as 
ready as any man, and would go as far in acts of 
kindness and humanity to this unfortunate people. 
The communications he had made to the War De- 
partment, he presumed, would be found on file 
there, although they were addressed as a pri- 
If any accommodation could be 
them some additional com-- 

could be more 
himself to effect such a measure; but 
it was necessary they should be removed, 
and thatatonce. Mr. L. alluded to the murder of 
the Surveyor General of his State, and shortly 
after, his ferryman; all which murders he attributed 
to the Indians, and said, as far as his State was 
concerned, there would be no compromise. D 
L. contended that the countenance these Indians 
had received here had been the cause of much of 
this excitement. Evil had been, and more would 
still be, brought on the. Cherokee people by Ross 
and his immediate. associates. So far as it was 
sought to delay or check the fulfilment of the treaty, 
the document would have no more effect than the 
paper he held in his hand.. The decree had gone 
forth, and they must go. ; 

Mr. KING observed that it was not his design to 
enter into any discussion with regard to the merits 


vate letter. 
made by giving 
pensation, no one willing 


than 


r 


of this paper.. He studiously avoided it.- His only- 
-object was to lay the paper down, to give him an 
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opportunity of bestowing on it such an examina- 
tion as would enable him to decide upon the best 
course to take with regard to it. He was content, 


‘therefore, that it should take the direction. proposed 


by the Senator from Massachusetis, [Mr. WEB: 
STER,] and be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. He sincerely regretted that such a paper 
had ever been transmitted to them. The State 
of Alabama was deeply interested in the ques- 
tion, as the most of these people being re- 
sidents within her borders. Yet not one word 
had been said to her delegation on the sub- 
ject. He felt confident that the object of the Se- 
cretary was a good one, but it was to correct those 
who could not be consulted; and if, said‘Mr. K. 
you were to adopt the paper to-morrow, thesé peo- 
ple (the Cherokees) wonld not be satisfied: 
would still ask for more. He feared that ¢ 
citing subject had been taken up for pti 
effect, and he would say that those who ca 
ought to be aware that it may terminate in <’ve 
ding the blood of hundreds and thousands. Ke 
was perfectly content that the document shoxli 
take the direction proposed by the Seraisy from 
Massachusetts, and that the Committee 02 indian 
Affairs should give it a thorough serutiny. if they 
could suggest any thing to ameliorate the condition 
of these unfortunate people, and render the execu- 
tion of the treaty more acceptable to them, he 
would cheerfully agree toit, But he must insist 
that peace shall be preserved; our people, said he, 
are among them, and their safety must not be 
jeopardized. He was prepared to give the Indians 
as much time as could be given without produciag 
injurious consequences. How long a time would 
be necessary he could not say, but they must siow 
a disposition to go, and commence their prepira« 
tions for removal in good faith. In saying tkat he 
was disposed to give these people some Kittle more 
time, it was under this single consideration, that 
they had been induced by those who were their 
agents here to believe that they could make some 
arrangement, by which they would be permitted to 
remain where they now are, and, consequently, tr > 
forcing them off immediately, without suficient 
preparation, would occasion them some loss. 

Mr. CUTHBERT confessed that he had béen 
much surprised at the tenor of the comminichtion 
justread, and one which he had not the sizhtest ` 
reason for anticipating. No information cu the 
subject had been afforded him by the D 
of War, or by any portion of the 
branch of the Government. It surp 
greatly to find that there was any idea of chy 
ing a treaty solemnly ratified, on the very eve of 
its fulfilment; and he was the more surprised at 
the idea of consulting the States interested, when 
the very act itself of consulting them was to change 
the treaty. To-morrow was the day appointed for 
executing it, and yet it was proposed to consult 
the State of Georgia, six or seven hundred miles 
off, for the purpose of changing a treaty which . 
was to go into effect to-morrow. Let the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts he said, be cautious not 
to give too much consequence to this interpo- 
sition of the Executive. Let hith be cautious, as 
well from considerations of humanity towards those 
unfortunate wretches, as regard for the peace 
of the people of Georgia, not to give too much 
importance to this communication, for this. treaty 
would assuredly be carried into effect, and any 
obstacles thrown in its way must produce the 
most fatal results. Would the interposition at this 
moment excite malignant feelings, a desire for re- 
venge, and bitter hostility between the two races? 
If so, then let gentlemen reflect on the. the dan- 
gerou: consequences of such interposition. He 
should be glad if gentlemen would suffer this 
paper to rest fora few. days. He was averse to 
any action on it, that: would awaken hopes that 
never could be realized, and- excite feelings which. 
would end in scenes of mischief and bloodshed. Let 
mé, he said, prevail on gentlemen to pursue such 
a coursé. as will allay. excitement, and avoid the 
giving of false hopes to those already teo much 
deluded people: 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he-concurred in the 
view taken by the Senator from Georgia. He had 
“oo mañy indications in. another quarter Jetely in 


- rélation’t0 quite another subject. We all knew 
how. easily excitements. were gotten up, and how 
difficult they were to allay. As the. chairman of 
the Coihmittée on Indian Affairs was not now in 
his seat, he would suggest that it be permitted to 
lie over informally, or on the table, for the present. 

“It could then be called up at the will of any gen- 
“tleman disposeđ to doso. => > 

Mr. WEBSTER said he felt persuaded that those 
who knew ‘him, knew that no personal or political 
reasons could have led him. ‘to the course he had 

‘pursued. Theré were no grounds on which to pre- 
sume such motives. His sole object was merely to 
fulfifhis duty to the country and to his own con- 
science. The. Senator from Alabama seems to 
treat the subject as an excitement gotten up for po- 
litical effect.“ For his own part, he had no such 
purpose, nor did any such feeling exist in the minds 
of those he represenied. 
the Committee -on Indian. Affairs, he was 
anxious to see if something. could. not be 
done. It was his wish to treat these Indians with 
justice and kindness, and to convince the people of 
the United States that it was. our determination to 
do so. Many ‘excellent and worthy. men had it in 
their consciences on their pillows, that some great 
wrong had been done to the Cherokeesin the treaty 
of Echota. For this reason it was that he desired 
something to be done, which might disabuse them of 
this impression. If gentlemen desired to give them 
more time, he was satisfied. For his part, he was 
ready to give them more money, not so much on 


their own account, perhaps, but would do it to satisfy — 


the people that we have done nothing that justice 
and humanity would not warrant. . 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that nothing could 
possibly be more unfortunate, considering the con- 
duct of the people of Massachusetts to the abori- 
gines within her borders, and the course of her re- 
presentatives here,.than his reference to their con- 
sciences. The gentleman said that the “consciences” 
of his constituents told them that wrong had been 
done to the Southern Indians. Where were the ln- 
dian tribes which once covered the territory of 
Massachusetts? Where siumbered the consciences 
of the people of Massachusetts when. these tribes 
were exterminated by them? . Yes, sir, butchered! 

. Were their consciences to be aroused for the first 
time now, after the bones of the slaughtered red 
men in their borders had crumbled into dust, and 
when a case had occurred of which they knew 
nothing, and with which they could have nothing 
possibly to do? To satisfy their consciences?. Who 
were these men whose consciences were so tender? 
‘Were they the men of tender consciences who 
would let loose all the horrors of abolition in the 
Southern Siates? Were they the men who, after en- 
deavoring to excite a war of extermination between 
the black man and the white man, would now pro- 
ceed to let loose the red man? We have, said Mr. 
C. the certain and unchangeable feeling that any 
attempt to arrest the execution of this treaty will be 
followed by scenes of violence and bloodshed, at 
the very contemplation of which the heart sickens; 
and yet these men talk about their consciences, and 
their desire to protect the weak and the ignorant, 
while they ‘are seeking to produce them. God of 
Heaven! how are terms abused! Conscience! mer- 
cifal God! for men to talk of conscience while their 
course leads to violence and. bloodshed. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had heard the message 
from the President, proposing new arrangements 
with the Cherokees, with unfeigned surprise and 
regret. He had hoped that this painful and com- 
plicated matter had been finally put at rest, by a 
determination on the part of the Government to go 
on with aslow, cautious, but steady pace, in the 
course prescribed to it by necessity. The Cherokee 
treaty was, in his judgment, wisely and humanely 
ratified. The same wisdom and humanity demand 
that, as far as the removal of the Indians is invol- 
ved, it should be firmly carried into effect. Hesi- 
fancy and further agitation can produce nothing 
butil. The rights of the States and of their citi- 
zens have been recognised and established, -and 
should not again be disturbed. 
gentlemen from the States interested are efilitled to 
lead. They know best what is best forthem. I 
shall acquiesce in what they suggest. Notliing but 


In moving to refer it to 


On this-matter į 


CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


my deference for them prevents:me from at.once ` 
moving to lay this message on the table, for the 
purpose: of trying the-sense of the Senate as to its 
further discussion. The execution of the treaty is 


- intrusted to a gallant officer, not less distinguished — 


by his moderation and discretion tkan by his bra- 
very and military skill. Whatever humanity and ` 
prudence exact may be expected at his hands. The 
Indians must go; any interference here endangers 
them. As to money, lands, &c. give them as much 
as you choose, but do not further suspend the just 
claims of the States, or further irritate their already 
exasperated feelings. I hope the gentlemen inte- 
rested will not permit the proposition for postpone- 
ment to be drawn into discussion, but that they ` 
will put an end to it by a motion to lay on thetable. 
< Mr. CUTHBERT observed that he omitted to 
notice, when last up, one important fact, which he. 
would now call the attention of the Senate to. . But 
for the ratification of this treaty, twa years ago, the 
State of Georgia would herself have dispossessed 
these Indians of the territory on which they ought 
not tohave remained. Fer two years Georgia had 
passively yielded and suspended the operation of 
her Jaws, under the full belief that this treaty. would 
be faithfully carried into effect. But just at the 
critical moment, on the very day that it was to be 
executed, it was proposed to arrest it, and to con- 
sult the State of Georgia too, 700 miles off, after 
she had already waited two years. . He would vote 
for laying this communication on the table, not to 
be taken up again. 

` Mr. WEBSTER stood on peculiar ground, it 
seemed, and he found it necessary to defend him- 
self. Here was a communication from the Presi- 
dent, deemed by him important to be communica- 


` ted to the Senate. If there was any thing in that 


document which could have drawn forth such . 
strange ejaculations, he thought they might as well 
have been directed against the source from which 
it emanated. He would not reply to the animad- 
versions of the Senator, much less would he go 
back lo his ancestors to trace the wrongs. which ` 
have been done to the red man; they were sufi- 
ciently numerous, he dared say. The mere object 
he had in view when he moved to refer it, was 
that it should receive the respectful attention the 
importance of the subject demanded. 

Mr. CALHOUN presumed that the object of the 
Executive, in making this communication to Con- 
gress, was to endeavor, if possible, to remove with 
their own consent that portion of the Cherokee na- 
tion who were yet unwilling to go. The object was 
a very important one, and one that was exceeding- 
ly desirable. He feared, however, the conse- 
quences to which the gentleman from Georgia al- 
luded, . The business of removing. these Indians 
with their own consent, would be a very difi- 
cult one, but to remove them without it, would 
be much more so. He supposed’ that if 
any plan was effected by which further 
time was allowed, that the emigration should 
at least commence, and then it might pro- 
gress at fast as circumstances permitted. Cer- 
tain it was that no such arrangement could be made 
unless with the concurrence of the Senators of the 
States interested, but if it could be the arrange- 
ment, would save some hundred of thousands of 
dollars. But it was important, however, that the 
emigration should commence at once in good faith, 
and progress as fast as circumstances would allow, 
He was not prepared to say whether there was any 
practicable plan that could be devised to satisfy. all: 
parties, but he thought that a reference of the sub- 
ject to the proper committee would be the easiest, 
was as ascertaining that fact. -One of the members 
of this committee was a representative from one of - 
the States concerned, and moreover the import- 
ance of the subject deserved a reference. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought it would be bet- 
ter to let the subject lay on the table fora day or. 
two. As regarded the modification proposed by 
the Senator from South Carolina, it was totally ún- 
necessary, as the Commanding General .was.fully. 
authorized to effect the removal. in a manner the 
most favorable to the Indians. - He ‘was ‘not to 
force them off all at. once, but gradually, and as 
fast as the nature: of circumstances would permit, 
without subjecting. them ‘to injury: and loss. 


s 


Mr. CUTHBERT ‘said. if there; had been any 
fair attempt-on the-part-of Mr: Ross to: arrange the 


_ diffieulties, he had. no doubt they-would long since 


have been arranged; but instead of that, this man 
had remained here'creating prejudice, and excite- 
ment for his-own selfish and ambitious. purposes. 
If he had: gone home to-his. people, -while-the fate 
of his nation: was on the: balance, and from thence 
have made his appeals, there. might have been: less 
reason toimpugn his motives. .. = : 
‘Mr, KING. observed that no motion was neces- 
sary tolay the papers on.the table.. They could 
remain there without any further order, until. it 
should be thought proper to.call them up.. 
The documents. were then, by..general consent, 
laid on the table. ; s oe 
‘The bills from the House for the relief of Whar 


ton Ward and of William A. Whitehead, wer” 


severally read:twice and referred. | . 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which the memorial on 
the subject had been referred; reported a. bill for 
the relief of R chard Kidder Mead; which. was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. s 

Mr. TIPTON moved to take up the bill ‘fer the 
continuation. of the Cumberland Road, which mo- 
tion was opposed by Messrs. ROANE and KING; 
and, after a debate; the motion. was lost. 

On. motion of Mr. ROANE, the Senate took up 
the bill‘from the House to-amend:the act giving the 
assent of Congress to the act.of the, Legislature. of 
Virginia incorporating the Falmouth. and Alexan- 
dria Railroad Company... o = .. | 

Mr. KING moved to amend the.bill by a. provi- 
sion that the company shall carry the United States 
mail along the whole route, in consideration of the 
sum appropriated. in the bili; whick.-amendment 
was adopted, ayes 18, noes 13, after a short, discus- 
sion. f 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the blank jn. the bill 
was filled with $300,000, being the sum appro- 
priafed—yeas 25, nays 18, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, King, 


Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 


Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Spence, Strange, Tallmadge, Trottter, 
and Webster—25... ; ; Sy 
_ NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayion, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, McKean, Morris,- Niles; “Pierce, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Swift, ‘Lipton, Wright, and 
Young—18, : : ya ee 

Mr. HUBBARD offered an’amendinent, provid- 
ing that the appropriation. shall come out of the 
fund of the Post Office Department instead of the 
Treasury. : l 

After a debate, in which the amendment -was 
supported by. Messrs.: HUBBARD, CALHOUN, 
NILES, and MORRIS, and opposed by: Messrs. 
BAYARD, NORVELL, and KING, the „question 
was taken, and the amendment was lost. — 

Mr. KING moved: an additional amendment, 
making the stim subscribed foran advance to the 
company, in consideration of their carrying the 


Mail, instead of- a subscription to the capital stock: 


which amendment was agreed to: tay 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered an amendment 
requiring the company to-give security for the per- 
formance of the conditions required of them: which 
amendment was also agreed to. : 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fot a 
third reading—yeas 21, nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tuck, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, King, 
Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Roané, Robbins, 
Robinson, . Sevier, Smith. of ` Indiana; Spence, 
Strange. Tallmadge, and Webster-21. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
boun, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, Lyon, McKean, 
Morris, Nues, Pierce, Ruggles, Smith of Connec- 
ticat, Swift, Tipton, Wright, and Young—17. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; 
-o Wepnespay, May 23, 1838). =. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, on leave, pre- 
presented a _pétitioti fora Revolutionary claim. =- 
Mr. ‘TALIAFERRO. remarked upon: the thin- 


ness of: the House, and said before they proceeded 
to business, he wished to ascertain if a quorum 
was present. He would not make a motion on 
the subject, unless there was 4° inode of ascertain- 
ing how many of those gentlemen who voted yes- 
terday to meet at 10 o’elock were present. 

The CHAIR, on counting the House, ascertain- 
‘ed there were only 87 members present, where- 
upon, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas and nays, as the call of the roll would be suf- 
ficient, probably, to procure the attendance of a 
quorum; and, being ordered, they were, yeas 63 
nays 66, so the call was refused. i 

Mr. McKENNAN, on leave, presented a memo- 
rial for a post route. 

` Mr.. STUART, from the Committee of Claims, 
- made an unfavorable report on the case of Zacha- 
riah Phillips; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. LYON, on leave, presented a petition on 
the Subject of the currency; which was laid on the 
able, 

Mr. HASTINGS, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the case of 
Burnsides. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the same 
committee, made. an ‘unfavorablé report on the re- 
solution directing that. committee to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the provisions of the act 
of 1837, to pay for the horses lost by the Indiana 
and Illinois rangers, and moved that it lie on the 
table. 

Mr. GRAHAM of Ia. solicited the geutle- 
man to move ils reference to the same Commiltee 
of the Whole having charge of the bill, to which 
Mr. W. assented, and the subject took that re- 
ference. 

_Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, moved to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Robert II. White 
and others, which was agreed to. 

: Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, moved 
that the memorial of Captain ‘Hart, on the subject 
of steam navigation, and thatthe same be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, ‘to whom a bill on ‘the same subject had 
been referred, which was concurred jn. 

Mr.. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Captain John Tiltord, with a recommendation that 
it-do not pass‘ and the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported Senate: bill, with an amendment, 
to provide for the security and protection of the 
emigrant and oiher Indians west of the States of 
Missouri: and Arkansas. 

: Mr EVERETT, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment to the rules, which proposes to provide 
thata member can be entitled to vote if he is within 
the bar at the calling of the Jast name on the roll; 
which lies over. 

Mr. BELL presented several communications 
forwarded to that committee from the War Depart- 
ment, and they were referred to ‘the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, made an unfavorable report on the memo- 
riel of the heirs of William Johnson; which was 
laid on the table. ; 

Mr. HOFFMAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Tho- 
mas-ap. Catesby Jones. - 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tée: on“ Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Reuben Murray, of the State 
of Virginia. 


DUELLING REPORT. 
~The unfinished ‘business of the morning hour 
was then resumed, which was to print 10,000 extra 
copies of the jonrnal and evidence of the com- 
mittee appointed: to inquire into the causes which 
led to the death of the late Hon. Jonaraan Caney. 
„Ehe question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
FAIRFIELD, to. print a like number of copies of 


the reports. a arsi, . 
2 Mr. MASON of. Ohio. -was entitled to the floor, 
„and was about to resume; when 


Mr. OWENS asked him to give way for a mo- 


tion to go into commutttee on the bill in relation to 
the explosion of steamboat boilers.. He said the 
consideration of the bill would occupy but a few 
minutes, as there was no desire, he believed, on 
the part of any one, to protract it by debate. _ 

Mr. MASON replied. that he preferred going on 
then, and declined yielding. Mr. M. then pro- 
ceeded with his remarks in review of the report of 
the majority of the committee, and to show that 
they had not assigned the true causes for the death 
of Mr. Ciutey; but, without concluding, he gave . 
way to the orders of the day. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. ELMORE, having waived his right to the 
floor, the message of the President of the United 
States, on the above subject, together with the in- 
structions, as given in Tuesday’s proceedings, were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees. f 

, CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

Mr. McKAY asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House, with as little delay 
as practicable, the amount that will be required for 
the additional allowances proposed by him to be 
made to the Cherokees, in his letter to John Ross 


and others, underdate of the 18th May, 1838, spe- 
cifying under separate heads the amount necessary 
under each. 

Mr. YELL objecting, 

Mr. BELL moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was agreed to without a division, and the 
resolution being under consideration, would lie 
over one day, under the rule. 

Mr. YELL objected to its present consideration, 
and thereupon : 

Mr. BELL again moved a suspension of that 
rule; which was agreed to, and the resolution 
adopted. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr, Howard in 
the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making appropriations for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, 
and for arrearages for the year 1837.” 

The question was on the following amendment 
submitted on Monday last by Mr. BELL, by add- 
ing to the end of the bill the following: 

“ Provided, That, if the President shall ascertain 
that all discontent and further opposition on th 
part of any portion of the Cherokee Indians to th 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty-five can be 
allayed or avoided, by allowing an additional com- 
pensation for the lands ceded to the United States 
by said treaty, and that the Government. may 
thereby be saved the expense of keeping on foot 
the large military force in. the Cherokee country 
now. contemplated, he is hereby authorized to ap- 
ply two millions of the sum appropriated by this 
act to that object.” 

Mr. WISE, who was entitled to the floor, wen 
oa at length to review and condemn the Cherokee 
treaty, asa fraud perpetrated by Parson Schemer- 
horn and Agent Curry. The compact between the 
Federal Government and the State of Georgia, he 
insisted, was not binding upon the third party, the 
Cherokees. He was for compelling Georgiz to 


abide the action of the Federal Government, and 
to castigate her if she refused to obey the laws of 
the Gieneral Government, for he would take sides 
with justice. He said this, too, as a State Rights 
man. A State was bound to obedience, and could 
be coerced to. it on refusal. In the course of his 


` remarks, having made some reference to the treaty 


with the New York Indians, 

Mr. FILMORE followed for a short time in its 
defence. 

Mr. WISE. reiterated his allegation, that this 
treaty had.been. brought about by improper means, 
by the use of whiskey, and. the withholding of the 
Seneca annuity. It.wasa minority treaty. 

Mr. FILMORE replied that. he-had made spes 


_ cial inquiry in reference to-whiskey,. but-found the- 


charge unfounded; that the treaty was made by a; 


majority of the chiefs, and the anfuity was with- 
held only for want of specie, as he understood; and 
it was denied by those who knew, that the annuity 
was kept back tu coerce the Indians into a treaty. 

Mr. WISE. rejoined to. .the latter, and. read, in 
support of the charge, a letter to Maj. Garland, from 
Mr. Striker, advising the holding back of the pay- 
ment, and anotherto the same effect from Scher- 
merhorn, who took upon himself.to attend ‘as the 
evil genius of the Indians every where. 

Mr. TOWNS then proceeded to reply to Mr. 
Wiss; in the course of which he expressed his re- 
gret that such a document as the message of the 
President should have been sent in; and though he 
gave the President credit for good intentions, Mr. 
T. could not thank him for it. If the knowledge 
of it should reach the Indians, bloodshed must ine- 
vitably ensue. Had such a paper have been issued 
twelve months ago, with the consent of the States 
interested, it might, perhaps, have effected its ob- 
ject; but it was too Jatenow. The gentleman from 
Virginia talked of castigating Georgia. Castigating 
for what? Not for disobeying the laws of the land, 
for Mr. T. insisted that Georgia was on the side of 
the laws, and in adhering to the compact and the 
treaty made in pursuance thereof, was maintaining 
the laws. So far from having nullified, the course 
of Georgia had avoided any such issue. He depre- 
caied, with much severity, the use of such a term 
as that of “ castigation” of a State. 

Mr. WISE explained that he had made use of 
the remark, in reply to what was regarded as a 
threat, from more than one member from. Georgia, 
who declared that, unless this treaty was carried 
into effect, Georgia would take her own rights in 
her own hands, and it was in reply to that threat, 
that he had used the term he had. 

Mr. TOWNS continued, and re-asserted his 
former point, adding that the House of Represen- 
talives, not being the treaty-making power, could 
not go into an examinationof this treaty, with a 
view to its revocation. Mr. T. however, main- 
tained that it was a valid treaty, and went on 
to defend the course of Georgia in extending 
her criminal jurisdiction over the Indian territory 
within her limits, a solemn duty imperatively 
imposed upon her from the pretensions of in- 
dependent Government, and conflicting laws, 
set'up by and enacted by the Cherokees. Hence 
this policy of her’s was not of her own seeking, 
but grew out of a combination of circumstances 
over which she had no control. Mr. T. then went, 
into an examination of the treaty, and maintained 
that, in every respect, it was conformable to all 
other Indian treaties. The whole difficulty, and 
the only difficulty, had grown out of John Ross, 
who produced it for his own personal benefit; for 
he had shown himself, by his.own admissions in 
his letters to the Secretary of War,'to be purchasa- 
ble at a price. Mr. T. admitted that the treaty was 
made by less than a majority, but Ross repre- 
sented a much less number than those who 
made it, for he and his friends were in- 
vested with power by only about eleven 
hundred, out of a number alleged to con- 
sist of seventeen thousand. So far from Ross 
being actuated by a regard for the interests of his 
people, or a love of his country, he was impelled 
solely by a love of lucre; and if enough was. given 
tohim, if he was bribed high enough, he would 
consent to any treaty, or any modification of the 
present one. After dwelling upon the subject 
generally for some time, he coneluded, and 

Mr. MARVIN took the floor, and went on to re- 
view and condemn the recent policy of the Govern- 
ment towards the aborigines.. He then commented 
upon the treaty with the Senecas, and said that the 
community which -he- represented would have 
their feelings outraged by any course of fraud or 
injustice; and he felt: bound to protest against the 
course ofthe Government, in the payment of the 
annuity to the Senecas. ; at 

Mr. HAYNES objected, as a point of erder, 
that the payment of annuities to the Senecas had 


.nothing todo with the suppression of {Indian hos- 


tilities.  .- : 
-Mro MARVIN claimed the right, in committee, 
to go into the policy of the Government towards 
the Indians generally. 
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‘Mr. HAYNES said, if the gentleman wished to 
go into questions of general policy, he would with- 
draw his.question of order. > 

Mr; MARVIN then went on to state that th 
annuity of six thousand dollars had not been paid, 
and that the Indians had- been compelled io subsist 
upon charity. He had called upon the department, in 
relation to the subject, and had been answered that 
the money was sent in June last, but had not heen 
paid, in consequence of the pendency of negotia- 
tions for a new treaty; and he referred, with objec- 
tions, to the attempt to pay the annuities with 
goods, purchased in New: York, which were not 


wanted, iustead of paying in specie, according to- 


the treaty. He said that it had been alleged, that 
the withholding the annuity would be used among 
the Indians as an argument. that it was intended 
to force them into a treaty; and he believed that 
many of the difficulties with the Indian nations 
arose from the fact, that interested men, without 
humanity and .good principles, had been em- 
ployed in the making of. treaties.. He spoke 
of Mr. Schermerhorn, as one who had gained the 
confidence of: General Jackson, but had conducted 
falsely towards the Indians, to this country, and to 
his.God; and he would render his thanks to Presi- 
dent Van Buren for the good sense by which he 
had refused to. employ Mr. Schermerhorn in mak- 
ing a treaty with the Senecas; and he went into 
the details of the attempts of Schermerhorn to ge- 
the confidence of the New York Indians. He ret 
peated, that if there was any thing fraudulent in 
the treaty, the people of Western New York would 
be in favor of ‘setting it aside; but if it was in ac- 
cordance with the views of the people of the na- 
tion, and if they were willing to sell their lands 
and go West, upon terms that were equitable and 
just, they. would cheerfully assent to the treaty, 


Mr. CUSHING briefly stated the history of the . 
stipulations heretofore made by the State of Massa- 


chusetts with the State of New York in the cession 
of. the lands occupied by. the Seneca Indians to 
New York, and said that Massachusetts had stipu- 
lated that, in. the occupancy of’ the territory, the 
Indians should: be treated with justice; and that 
Massachusetts had no pecuniary interest in the 
treaty recently made, and was represented only to 
secure just and equitable terms for the Indians, 
according to previous stipulations with New York. 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment, which he 
said he should move in the House, as follows: 

Provided, That no part of the appropriation 
herein made shall be applied to removal of the 
Cherokee Indians west of the Mississippi, or to 
preparations for hostilities with them, until the Se- 
eretary of War shall have prosecuted to. a: conclu- 
sion of success, or failure, the negotiations to mo- 
dify the late treaty with that tribe, according to the 
recommendations contained in the President’s mes- 
sage ‘sent to Congress on the 32d instant. ` 


Mr. W. then went on to comment with severity 
upon the treaty, made by Mr. Schermerhorn with 
the Cherokees, and contended that the treaty was 
made with a small portion of the Cherokees not 
properly authorized, and read from documents to 
support his views, contending that the treaty of 
New Echota was made with less than seventy of 
the nation consisting of over eighteen thousand 
souls, and that the people did not feel bound to at- 
tend the council, because it wassummoned by Mr. 
Schermerhorn, who: was nota chief of the nation; 
and:that nineteen twentieths of the nation would 
oppose the treaty which was obtained, as the docu- 
ments-would show, by false representations and 
pretences. The fact that the treaty was made. by 
less than'a hundred, was admitted. ft 

Mr. DAWSON and Mr. HAYNES both pro- 
tested that they made no admissions, to be used for 
effect out of. the House, either against Georgia or 
the Government. E , 

Mr. WISE still urged thatthe pretended treaty 
was no treaty, and if the gentlemen from Georgia 
did not know any thing about it, they ought to 


know, and might, if they would look at the docu- _ 


ments, ; > : ` -g 
- Mr. LEGARE asked if the treaty did not offer 


the Indians ‘better lands, and, however it might. 


have béen-made, if it did-not in fact- better the con- 
dition of the Indians. WEY i 
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Mr. WISE said he had permitted the question to. | 


be asked, though it did not touch the point under 


examination; which was, whether a treaty existed - 


at all; but he would state that; if the land was good, 
the water was not, and they found it unwholesome, 


and. were not so well off as they had been. He, how- 


ever, recurred to the evidence in the case, and ap- 
proved of the message of the President, which 
would cost the Government a hundred thousand 
dollars, though it ought not to cost them one 
dolar, He then went’on and read from. va- 
rious papers to show the. opinions of officers 
of the United States, that it would be unjust to 
enforce a treaty, made by a few unauthorized 
individuals, and . opposed by. the larger per- 
tion of the Cherokee nation. He read from a re- 
part of General Wool,.a statement that the great 


portion of the nation refused to accept rations from. 


the United States, for fear they might compromit 
themselves in relation to the treaty, and that they 
preferred to live. upon the sap of trees and upon 
roots, rather than accept rations. The report of 
Mr. Mason, who had been sent fo the nation, for 


the purpose of ascertaining facts, was also read in - 


part, to support the ground that the voice.of the 
nation was: unanimously against the treaty, and 
that it would never be assented to asan authorized 
treaty, nor submitted to as such, until they 
saw the bayonets of the United States levelled 
at their breasts. It was extraordinary he re- 
marked, that the authority of John Ross, ac- 
cording to.the report of Mr. Mason, should be’ un- 
questioned by the nation, and that he should pursue 
the same direct course, notwithstanding many at- 
tempts to bribe him to acknowledge the treaty; and 
notwithstanding the abuse heaped upon John Ross, 
it was uniformly asserted by the agents of the Go- 
vernment that John Ross could not change his 
course, or change the feelings of the nation if he 
would, but that he stood. unquestionably between 
the white men and bloodshed. 

Several genilemen interposed; and 

Mr. TOWNS made an explanation in justifica- 
tion of the course of.the State of Georgia, and ad- 
mitting that a band of robbers had existed, not 
more disgraceful to. the red than the white men; 
and upon this point he requested the reading of cer- 
tain docnments by the clerk, which were read. 
These documents consisted of the applications of 
Ross and his brother, Gunton, and others, to be- 
come reservees and, permanent residents under the 
treaty of 1819. 

Mr. WISE proceeded for a short time longer, 
when he yielded the floor to : 

Mr. McKENNAN, .on whose motion, the com- 
mittee rose and reported. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, laid 
before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States. 

[The message is given in the Senate proceedings 


in another column.] 


The message having been read, on motion of 
Mr. HOWARD, Mr. OWENS moved that it, 
with the accompanying documents, be postponed 
till Friday. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had no objection to the 
postponement, but he could not.consent, when that 
day came, to set aside the public business for it. 

Mr. EVANS should interpose no obstruction to 
the public business, but, on Friday, merely make a 
motion. in reference to it. f 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was glad the gentleman 
did not intend to discuss this subject at length in a 
preliminary stage, and Mr. C. should make no ob- 
jection to the motion. 

Mr. CUSHING protested against the principle 
‘of regarding the appropriation bills as the only 


„matters of public business worth attention, as well 


as against any one. gentleman consenting to let 
other business be taken up only.at his own conve- 


vnience. 


- Mr. CAMBRELENG disclaimed the idea al- 
luded to by Mr. Cusine; but he did not think: the 
business promoted by a protracted discussion on 
the preliminary stage, when no facts or documents 
were before the House for its guidance... 

The subject was then postponed without: farther 
remark. scl wheels OS tes Pee 
On motion of Mr, WISE, the 


by him, in committee, to the bill under-considera- 
tion, -was ordered: to be. printed; and then, on 
motion, i : P 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, |< - 
Wepnespay, May 23, 1838.. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by- Mr. Apranam VAN Buren, 
his private secretary, as follows: ` i as 


To the Senate of the United States: : 

I herewith. transmit to the Senate the copy of a 
letter addressed to me on the 28th ultimo, by the 
Governor of Maine, enclosing several resolves of 


+ 


the Legislature of that State, and claiming reim- 


bursement for the General Government of certain 
moneys paid to Ebenezer S. Greely, John Baker, 
and others, in compensation. for‘losses and suffér- 
ings experienced by them respectively, under cir- 
cumstances more fully explained in his Excel- 
lency’s letter. Mee 

In the absence of any authority on the part of 


‘the Executive to satisfy these claims, they are now 


submitted to. Congress for consideration; and I 
deem it proper, at the same time, with reference to 
the observations contained. in Governor Kent’s 
note, above mentioned, to: communicate to the 
Senate copies. of other papers connected with the 
subject of the northeastern boundary of the United 
States, which, with the documents already made 
public, will show the-acual state. of the negotiations 
with Great Britain on the general question. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuincron, May 19, 1838. 4 
{The following important papers are among 
those accompanying the message:] f 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 27, 1838. 
The undersigned, Secretary -of State of the Uni- 
ted States, has the honor, by the direction of the 
President, to communicate to Mr. Fox, her Britan- 
nic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, the result of the application of the 
General Government to the State of Maine, on the 
subject of the Northeastern Boundary Line, and the 
resolation which the President has formed upon a 
careful consideration thereof. By the accompany- 
ing papers, received from the Executive of 
Maine, Mr. Fox will perceive that Maine declines 
to givé-a consent to the negotiation for a conven- 
tional boundary; ‘is disinclined to the reference of 
the points in dispute toa new. arbitration; but yet 
is firmly. persuaded that the line described in the 
treaty of 1783 can be found and traced. whenever 


“the Governments of the United States and Great 


Britain shall proceed to make the requisite investi- 
gations, with a predisposition to effect that very de- 
sirable object. Confidently relying, as the Presi- 
dent does, upon the assurances frequently repeated 
by the British Government of the earnest desire to 
reach that-result, if itis practicable, he has in- 
structed the undersigned to announce to Mr. Fox 
the willingness of this Goverament to enter into an 
arrangement with Great Britain for the establish- 
ment of a joint commission of survey and explora- i 
tion upon the basis of the original American pro- 
position, and the modifications offered by her Ma- 
jesty’s Government. i 

The Secretary of State is, therefore, authorized 


| to invite Mr. Fox to a conference upon the subject 


at as early a day as his convenience will permit; 
and the undersigned will be immediately furnished 
with a requisite full power, by the President,- to 
conclude a convention embracing that object, if-her 


| Majesty’s Minister is duly empowered io proceed 


lo the negotiation of it on the part of Great Britain. 
The undersigned avails himself-of this occasion 


` to renew to Mr. Fox the expression of his distin- 


guished consideration. 


JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hewry S. Fox, esq. &c. &e. &e. = 


‘Wasnineton, May 1, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the cen 
of your official note of the 27th. ultimo, in which 
you enclose to me å communication received by the 
Federal Government from the Executive of Maine, 


upon the ‘subject of the Northeastern Boundary 
line; ahd.in which you ‘inform mé that the Presi- 
dent is willing to enter. into an arrangement. with 
her Majesty's Government for the establishment of 
a joint commission of survey and exploration, upon 
the basis of the original American. proposition, and 
of the modifications offered by her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, as communicated to you in my note of 
the 10th of January last; and you invite me to a 
conference, for the purpose of negotiating a con- 
vention that shall embrace the above object, if I am 
duly empowered by my Government to proceed to 
such negotiation. 

I have the honor to state to you, in reply, that 
my actual instructions were fulfilled by the delive- 
ry of the communication which I addressed to you 
on the 10th of January; and that I am not, at pre- 
sent, provided with full powers for negotiating the 
proposed convention. I will forthwith, however, 
transmit to her Majesty’s Government the note 
which I have had the honor to receive from you; in 
order that such fresh instructions may be furnished 
to me, or such other steps taken, as the present 
situation of the question may appear to her Ma- 
jesty’s Government to require. [avail myself of 
this occasion to renew. to you the assurances of my 
high respect and consideration. 

; H. S. FOX. 
The Hon. Jonn Forsyrn, &c. 

The letter and accompanying documents having 
been read, were, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of John Fel- 
lay, praying tobe allowed the bounty land due him 
for his services during the Revolutionary war: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
_ Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions from sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois against the Cherokee treaty; 
which were laid on the table, one of them having, 
at the request of Mr. Y. been read. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, rose, and said he snp- 
posed that orders had been issued from the Post Of- 
fice and Treasury Departments to receive for Go- 
vernment dues the notes of specie-paying banks, or 
at least that they were actually received, and he 
wanted to ascertain precisely the facts of the case, 
whatever they might be. With this view, he offer- 
ed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Postmaster General severally inform the Se- 
nate whether any orders have been given from 
their Departments to reccive the notes of banks for 
Tevenue, and, if any, what were those orders; and 
if any instructions have been given, that they com- 
municate to the Senate what were those instruc- 
tions, $ 

-Mr. WRIGHT said he would correct the Sena- 
tor in regard to one fact. IXe had understood him 
to say that orders had been given for the receipt of 
these notes; but it had not been so stated. The 
information given here was, that the notes were re- 
ceived, But Mr. W. had inguired Jately at the 
Departments on the subject, and no orders to re- 
ceive them had then been issued. 

Mr. CLAY said it was not his intention to say 
any thing more than to intimate the fact that they 
were received. He meant to say nothing of the 
forms or technicalities of the subject; but he took 
it for granted, if these notes were received, it was 
done in accordance with some authority. But, 
whatever were the facts, he wished to know them, 
and by what authority. 

The resolution was agreed to without dissent. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
yelief. of John J. Bulow was taken up, and, after 
a short. discussion, postponed to, and made the 


poses, was read. the third time, and, after some re- 

marks: from: Messrs. HUBBARD, ROANE, and 

MORRIS, passed. 

On motion. of Mr. TIPTON, : 

- "Pre Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 

bill from: the House, making appropriations for the 

continuation of ‘the Cumberland road through the 
` States of Obio, Indiana, and Illinois, and for other 


ad gem 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that the sum appropriated by the House bill now 
before the Senate, was much less than that pro- 
posed by the bill reported by the Senate Committee 
on Roads and Canals early in the session. The 
road was being constructed by skilful and expe- 
rienced engineers, who knew better than any others 
could what sum could be usefully applied to the 
construction of the road under their charge within 
the year. In framing the bill reported to the Se- 
nate, he had adopted the sum required by the engi- 
neers. The bill of the Senate was discussed some 
weeks ago, and was laid on the table, and a call 
made on the Engineer Department for an estimate 
of the sem required to comply with existing con- 
tracts, and to preserve the road from dilapidation. 
The reduced estimate had been received, and in 
the aggregate it differed but little from the sum in 
the House bill; and the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, therefore, seeing the embarrassment of the 
Treasury, and the delay that would be produced in 
the passage of the bill through the House, if 
amended, had instructed him to report the bill 
without amendment, and to recommend its pas- 
sage. Mr. T. said he would not detain the Senate 
by a speech in favor of the bill. All understood 
its provisions, and he was prepared with estimates 
on each item, and would be ready to answer any 
question members might ask in relation to it. It 
was votes, not speeches, he wanted on this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BENTON, after a few observations in fa- 
vor of the bill, moved to amend it by a proviso 
that the appropriations made should be subject to 
all the conditions, restrictions, and limitations, as 
are contained in the act for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road of the 3d of March, 1837. 

Mr. NORVELL observed that it was apparent 
to every member of the Senate acquainted with 
the subject, that this amendment was very artfally 
drawn, and that it contemplated the reimburse- 
ment of the expenditures out of the two per cent. 
fund, which was one of the conditions and restric- 
tions in the act of March, 1837, which were to be 
continued by this act. He thought that this was a 
body which ought not annually to announce to the 
worldthat which was a fraud, and wholly untrue, 
for it was notorious that this two per cent. fund 
had long ago been exhausted, and that there was 
not the remotest possibility of any reimbursement 
out of it. Ie would add nothing more than to 
ask for the yeas and nays on this bill. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the addition of the 
clause for reimbursement was of high authority, 
though it had not always been inserted in the bill. 
Ife had voted for this bill both with it, and without it. 
He had no difficulty on the subject at all. Bills 
for this road had been signed by Jeflerson, Madi- 
son, and Monroe, before any such clause was put 
in it, Still he was for retaining the clause. The 
gentleman from Michigan thought there was no 
chance for reimbursement, but that was a question 
for time to decide. i 

Mr. NORVELL, in order to bring the matter to 
a direct test, moved to amend the amendment, so 
as to exclude the clause for reimbursement. 

Mr. MORRIS doubted the power to make an 
unconditional appropriation. He should have 
liked very much to have heard the arguments of 
any Senator asserting that power. Much as he 
felt interested in the Cumberland road, he would 
sacrifice it rather than not preserve the Constitu- 
tion in its purity; and the people he represented 
would also sacrifice every thing to the preservation 
of the spirit of the Constitution. The Constitution 
appeared a dead letter, a nose of wax moulded at 
pleasure to suit particular interests. He found it 
suited all appropriations made on the seaboard, 


but would never reconcile itself to the western bor- - 


der. Did the Alleghany divide the Constitution? 
Was it to be made applicable on this side and 
inapplicable on that? He could. not understand. 
if the Senator persisted he would defeat the bill. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana expressed bis regrets 
that the Senator from Missouri had. offered this 
amendment. He knew the warm feelings of the 
Senator in favor of this road, but he hoped he 
would be excused by him for voting against this 
and every other amendment, as it was- doubtful 


Mr. TIPTON said the Senate would recollect 
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whether the bill would pass at all during this ses- 
sion, if it had to undergo another ordeal in the other 
House, where it had been passed by a very elose 
yote. z ` 

Mr. BENTON, in corroboration of his state- 
ment that acts for the Cumberland road had fre- 

quently passeđ without the clause for reimburse- 
ment, read the titles of five or six.acts passed dur- 
ing the Administrations of Mr. : Madison and Mr. 
Monroe, which did not. contain it, - He had not 
time, he said, to examina all the acts, but he ex- 
pected there would be found as many without the 
clause as with it. 

Mr. NORVELL said, if the Senator from Mis- 
souri would withdraw his amendment, he (Mr. N.) 
would withdraw the amendment to the amendment, 
and the bill could then be permitted to pass as it 
came from the other House. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped the amendment to the 
amendment would not prevail. If the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri was adopted, he 
should vote for the bill; if not, he would feel him- 
self constrained to vote against it. 

Mr. NORVELL hoped his amendment would 
prevail. Why, at this late day, were we endeavor- 
ing to sent an example pernicious in itself, and 
bearing a fraud upon its very face. Every body 
knew that the two per cent. fund was long since 
exhausted 

Mr. MERRICK contended that the clause should 
remain. The Government ceded this road to the 
States, and if there was no special contract, there 
certainly was an understanding that the General 
Government should first put it in full and complete 
repair. Mr. M. said he was a member of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland at the time, and well re- 
collected that was the universal understanding; so 
much so said Mr. M. that goad faith ought to in- 
duce us to fulfil the pledge. 

The question was then taken on Mr. NOR- 
VELL’S amendment, and it was lost—yeas 12, 
nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, King, Knight, Lyon, 
Mouton, Norvell, Prentiss, and .Preston—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Linn, 
Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Roane, 
Robbinr, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Trotter, Webster, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—29. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BENTON’S 
amendment, and it was carried—yeas 27, nays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Pierce, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Spence, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton 
Trotter, Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, King, Knight, Lyon, 
Mouton, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Smith of In- 
diana, Swift, and Webster—15. 

Mr. NILES objected to a clause in the bill ap- 
propriating $9,000 for the building of a bridge on 
a part of the road leading through Pennsylvania. 
Mr. N. thought the road was ceded long since to 
the States, whose duty itshould be to keep it in 
repair. If they had the power to do that, why they 
had it to make a road any where. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that if the Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Nines] had asked for infor- 
mation on this subject, he would have found that 
his observations would not apply in this case, He 
was himself one ef those most anxious to have this 
road ceded to the States through which it passed, in 
order to relieve Congress from any further trouble 
respecting it. Theact was passed for this cession, 
and the State. of Pennsylvania, by an act passed 
April, 1825, agreed. to receive it. At that time 
there was an appropriation in the bill for this very 
bridge.. ‘When the commissioners appointed under 
the act of the State of Pennsylvania accepted this 
road, there was a distinct understanding by both 
parties that it wasto be completed; and the question, 
therefore, now was, not whether this Government 
should make the road, but whether it should gom- 
ply with a solemn contract. 
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To show the nature of the understanding exist- 
ing, and the necessity for completing the bridge, 
he would hand to the Secretary, and request him 10 
read for the information of the Senate a letter 
from General Thomas T. McKennan to Genera! 
Gratiot, and explaining all the’ facis relating to the 
subject; and he thought that the information there 
given would be sufficient to remove all the objec- 
tions of: the Senator from Connecticut, — 

The letter having been read, i 

Mr. NILES made some further observations in 
support of his amendment. SRR 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would`state the case 
again. The stipulation on the part of the General 
Government was that this road should be putin 
complete repair, and ceded to the States. An esti- 
mate was made’ for putting it in repair, and in this 
estimate was. included the sum necessary for the 
bridge over Dunlap’s creek. The contract was 
made to build this bridge, and that contract was 
partially complied with. But it appeared ‘that the 
estimate had not held out, because civil engineers 
were employed instead of military engineers. In 
addition to that, the commissioners of Pennsyiva- 
nia were so scrupulous, that they expressly stipu- 
lated this bridge should be completed before they 
agreed to receive the road. > 

Aftersome remarks from Messrs. NILES and 
BUCHANAN, the question was taken, and Mr. 
Nives’s ‘amendment was lost—ayes 11, noes not 
counted. x 

Mr. HUBBARD offered an amendment to re- 
duce the appropriation for the road in. Ohio from 
$150,000 to $100,000; and, after some remarks from 
Mr. TIPTON in opposition to the motion, and 
from Mr. HUBBARD in its support, the question 
was taken, and it was lost—yeas 17, nays 23, as 
follows: a oan voy f 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Trotter and Williams—17. 

“NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of-Kentacky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Da- 
vis, Fulton, Grundy, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Mor- 
ris, Nicholas, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swift, Tipton, Webster, Wright, Young—23. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
NILES and PRESTON, after which the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and the amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole was concurred in. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to.a third reading and carried—yeas 26, nays 
17, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Da- 
vis, Fulton, Grundy, Knight, Linn, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster, 
Wright and Young-—-26. piae Tans 

NAYS—Messrs.. Calhoun, Clay. of. Alabama, 
Clayton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Monton,. Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Trotter and Williams.—17., 


On motion of Mr, SEVIER, the Senate took up 
the bill for the relief of Matthew Arbuckle. . 

Mr. SEVIER observed, thatin consultation with 
several gentlemen of the Senate, he had been satis- 
fied that this bill could not pass in the shape in 
which he had reported it, and in which he was so 
anxious that it should pass. He had, therefore, 
consented to.modify it, so as to: tmake the persons 
interested pay for their lands at the Government 
price, though he was fully persuaded that they 
ought, in justice, to get them for nothing. Mr. 8. 
then offered the following amendment: 

“Thateach and every owner of a Spanish or 
French grant in Arkansas, which was submitted for 
adjudication to the Superior Court of Arkansas 
Territory, and by that Court confirmed, are hereby . 


authorized, within twelve. months, to enter at the’ 


proper land office the land covered by said claim at 
the minimum price, under such regulations as. the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall pre- 
scribe, whether such claim originated in fraud. or 
hot and that upon the.payment of the: purchase 

. tidney, a patent shall issue to each claimant for 
the land sô held by him.” > os oe 


6 


soars 


"ing for pensions: laid on the table. 


` nam- and wife, for allowance in land,.on-account of. 
, tionary services ofA. Robinson: laid on. the fable. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


After some remarks from Messrs. BUCHANAN, 
PRESTON, and SEVIER, — i ` 
Mr. CLAY of`Alabama moved to amend the 


amendment, by inserting the words, “ being subse-~ 


quent purchasers for a valuable consideration.” 
This amendment having been accepted as a mo- 
dification by Mr. SEVIER, the amendment offered: 
by him was agreed to; and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 
The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

i , THuRspay, May 24, 1838, 

The SPEAKER having cailed the Honse to order, -and but 
very few members being present, before the journal was read, 

Mr. GARLAND of. Louisiana rose and remarked ‘upon 
the thin attendance, and said he wished it to be seen how con- 
sistently those gentlemen had acted who were 80 zealous for 
meeting at LO o'clock; and he therefore moved a call. of the 
House, which was ordered; and after proceeding fill the roll 
was once called through, Mr, @. said,-as hig sole Object was to 
procure a quorum, he now moved that the call’ be dispensed 
with, but the House refused) and the absentees were called as 
far as the letter S, when 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a dispensation of the call, which was 
agreed to—-63 to 54, >i f 

Re journal was then read; and assoon as it was— 

, Mr. HOFFMAN rose, and said he wished to submit a motion 
in relation to the printing of the Presidents message, respect- 
ing the introduction of foreigo paupers into the United States,and 
called the attention of the House to an anonymous, slanderous, 
and libellous publication. contained therein, Sxtracted from 
some newspaper, which was a libél upén the character of the 
city of New York, its mayor, and councils. This docunient 
had been prinred by order ofthe House, and contained, by some 
accident or other, some anonymous letters from a New York 
paper reilecting with great severity upon the mayor aad au- 
thorities of New York. Mr. H. having drawn the attention of 
the House tothe libellous character of the publication, and his 


hope that its insertion in a public document was not by the . 


sanction of the’President, asked leave to joffer.the following 
resolution: E 5 an ` 

Resolved, That the select committee to which was referred 
“The President’s messago, together with reports from the Se- 
cretary of Btate, and the Secretary of the Treasur , With ac- 
companying papers, in answer to the resolution of the House of 
the 30th ultimo, relating to the introduction of foreign paufiers 
into the United States,” bo- discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the papers numbered 8, and 9, annexed to the. report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and that the same bo returned 
to the President. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HOFFMAN asked the question. 

Mr. BEATTY rose in his place, and said I object. 

Mr. HOFFMAN movedla suspension of the rules, and asked 
for the yeaa and nays; which were ordered. 
prti: WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for the reading of 
the papers. 

Mr, HAMER called forthe reading of the resolution to which 
the message was a response. j 

There being no objection, the whole of the document was 
read by the Clerk. : 

Mr, GRANT then called for the reading of a part of a Senate 
document on the subject, in answer toa call forevery kind of 
information thereon. 

Mr. BRONSON appealed to his colleague to postpone hia 
motion tillto-morrow morning. 

Mr. HOFFMAN declined doing so. 

The question on suspending the rules was decided in the ne- 
gative—yeas 111, nays 75; not being two-thirds. è 

Mr. THOMPSON regarded this-as a question. of privilege, 
and worthy of consideration; but he could not bring himself to 
believe that the President was privy to the insertion of this 
scurrilous libel, taken from the filthy sewers of the party presa, 
and he should therefore move that the Speaxer do communi- 
cate tothe President said paper, and know of bim whethor this 
document had been all sent from him. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman could only attain his ohject 
by resolution. 

Mr. KEIM asked leave to present a petition, but it, was ob- 
jected to. j 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
reperted a bill for the relief of John Jones, and others, 

Mr. THOMPSON then sent the following resolution to the 
CHAN, and said he should move it asa question of. privilege: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be reqttest- 
ed to inform this House whether documem No. 9 and that which 
follows, accompanying his message of the !1th of May, were 
communicated to this House by his direction,” 

. The resolution was rejected without a division. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the District of Co. 

lumbia, reported a bill to make temporary provision for the 


` comfort and support of certain lunatics in the District of 


Columbia. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on -the Judiciary, re- 
ported Senate bill for the relief of G. and S. White, without 
amendment. £ S 

Also, Senate bill, without amendment, to prevent the issuing 
and circulation of the bills, notes, and other securities, of corpo~. 
rations created by acts of Congress which have expired. - 

Mr. POTTER,. from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made a number of unfavorable reports, which were 
all severally concurred in by the House. G : 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufactures, report-. 
eda bill to authorize the Macon steamboat company to import 
duty free,the materials of two iron steambnats; : 

Mr.. CUSHING, from the Commitee on Foreign ‘Affairs, 


reported a bill for the. relief of the heirs of Dancomb Bradford, ` 


deceased. seh 
Mr. POTTER from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports onthe. petitions of Moses B. 
Coburn, and the administrator of Jacob Haines, severally-pray- 
Also, an’-unfavorable reprort on the. petition of Elias: Bur- 
Revolu- 


On motion óf Mr. POTTER, the Committes’ oa Ravolutiona- 


ry Claims, Was discharged from further consideration of peti- 

tion of James Reed for pension, andthe same referred: to the 

Committee on Revolutionary pensions. OER a 
Mr. LOOMIS, from the Commitiee on Privaté Land Claims, 


made an unfavorable report on the petition of A: L, Deleux: or- 
dered to lie on the table:”. -. * AEE i 
Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported the following resolutión -~ Rigs E 
Resoived, That this House will, où Saturday vest, aftér 12 


` o'clock, proceed to: the consideration of bills which: Havé been, 


or shall then be, reported from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions and tie. Committee Ga Revolutionary Pensions; which 
was concurred in—96 to 44. ~ 5 : 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, moved that that committee be discharged. from the 
further consideration ofthe resolution directing them to inquire 
into the. expediency of uniting the: two offices of Librarian td 
the House and Keeper of the Documents, and ihaking the office 
elective by the House; and the same, on Mr. Ps motion, was 
laid on the table. esate is 

The Housé bill, returned ftom the Senate amended, giving 
the assent of Congress toan act of the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia, incerporating the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad 
Company, and.the amendment requiring eommitment, was, on 


„motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, referred to the Committee on 


Roads and Canals, 
A < INDIAN AFFAIRS. n 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Howse again Went 

into Committee ofthe Whole on the siate of the Union, and re: 

sumed the ¢onsideration of ute, “bill making appropriations 
for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities for the, year 

1938, and fór arrearages for 1837.” , 

The question was onthe amendment of Mr. BELLyand the 


„amendment thereto by Mr. WISE, as given in yesterday’s pro- 


ceedings. g y 
Mr. WISE resumed his remarksand went into a detailed his- 
tory of the Golphin claim, and the connection of Mr. Secretary 
Forsyth therewith, and his interest in it; and contended that Mr. 
Forsyth had endeavored to get this treaty negotiated, and that, 
under threats from the Governmentof the United States, that, 
if the Cherokee_nation did not assent to the treaty, they wold 


. be given up to the authorities of Georgia; and the treaty, he be- 


lieved, was ratified hy some Senators, with a view to prevent 
such a catastr¢phe, He them remarked that, as it had been in- 
timated that there was'a rod in. pickle for him, orhis argument, 
or both, he shsuld close witha few. comments, though more 
might be said, and further reading from the documents might 
be brought te sustain all thatthe had said or read. 

He then went on to reply to some observations of Mr. Towne 
made on Wednesday, and in relation to the position. the State 
of Georgia had occupied, and to confirm his assertion that the 
whole scheme was one of plunder and robbery; that such was 
the fact was admitted; and though the act was not justified, it 
was partially excused on the ground that it was not Worse than 
other acts of plunder: and robbery. He objected against the 
urgency of gentlemen from Georgia to have this treaty enforced, 
when it had been thus contracted by fraud and force, as they 
themselves admitted; and he contended, that though it was not 
directly stated in the Presidents Messagë, it was plainly ad- 
mitted in that document that the treaty ought not to be enforced, 
and, in effect, that another treaty ought to be made. He would 
go as far as the President had gone in his- message, and, as a 
friend to the Cherokees, he would: advise.them to accept the 
terms offered, believing it would be all they would ever get; and, 
as a friend to his country, he wouldadvise the gentlemen, from 
Georgia to acquiesce in that'recommendation, and not to press 
the immediate enforcement of the treaty. «i 

Mr. GLASCOCK then took the floor in defence of the action 
of the people and State of Georgia, and in reply to the general 
charges which had been, as he contended, unjustly made against 
them. He denied that frauds to the extent charged. had been 
committed; and whatever frauds had been perpetrated: were 
to’ be charged, not upon the State of Georgia, but upon the 
Government of the United. States, and upon many of the poli- 
tical friends with whom the ‘gentleman from Virginia had 
usually acted. He then went fully into details in support of 
the treaty, and to show that it ought to be executed. 

Mr. DOWNING made some allusion to the Florida war, in 


- illustration of the Indian character, and to show the necessity 


of being prepared to overawe the Indian nations, and to compel 
them te’submit to treaties deliberately made. The treaty with 


` the Cherokees, he contended, was not shown to be fraudulent, 


except ina ‘proposed section, which had been rejected. Ifany 
other fraud existed, he was not aware of it, He had known 
the Indians long, and knew their character, and. they also knew 
the character of the whites; and he alluded to the reception of. 
news that a murder had been committed in Georgia, and to the 
sutceeding message of the. President, proposing Use postpone- 
ment of a removal for two years, with the inference ‘that the In- 
dians intended to operate upon the sympathies of. our nation, to 
obtain more money, Should such a-course be adopted now, 
he concluded that all other tribes would conduct in the same 
manner, entailing perpetual trouble and controversy. ` He said 
that the gentlemen who professed so much sympathy for the 
Indians must have. gotten their knowledge of Indian character 
from Coopér’s novels; but_let them go and live among them 
as he had done, and they would change. their feelings. He had 
known a man,as honest as any in existence, iñ earth-or hea- 
ven, go among them with every sympathy for the Indians, be- 
come, in one year, as thorough an Indian hater as he was, 

We thought the treaty with the Cherokees ought to be en- 
forced; .andif the House had not paused—if they had posi- 
tively refused to receive any appeal ‘from: the, treaty, and had 
referred the Indians to the officers of the Government, the re- 
moval, he thought, would long before have ‘been effected: He 
also considered the treaty favorable, aud was Willing to. pledge 
himself for the people of Florida, that they would, to a man, 
consent to remove upon the same. terms. They would giye up 
their affection for their homes, if. the Government would pay 
for their improvements, give them provisions for two years, 
and give them, at their ultimate place of location, a better 
country than that they shouldleave. He believed the white in- 
habitants of Georgia would agree to the same termes. He re. 
ferrei to the action of the Government in suspending the re. 
moval according to the treaty in termsof censure, and said he 
would appeal from Mr. Poinsett sick and weak, to Mr. Poinsett 


in the full vigor of health, with an intimation thai the fespect 


he had always had for the Secretary of War ‘should-not be di. 

minished, by his course upon this subject, though he thought it.” 

impolitic, and injurious to both parties to the treaty: oA Cit% 
Mr. GRAHAM, after stating that he had no hostile:feclings 


to the Chetokees, a part of which nation’ lived in his district in 
North Carolina, and with whom the people dwelt in amicable 

relations, went into anexamination of documents atid evidence 

to show thé treaty had been fairly made, and in conformity 

with the views of John Ross at the time it was made, and: that 

the Senate had not merely given a liberal,buta heaping high sum 

for their lands, whicha chief of the nation had told: him {Mr. 

G.] was more than the lands were worth. He read testimony 

to prove that John Ross had said he would assent to the treaty, 
and would recommend it to the’ nation, and inferred that John 
Ross was like an eagle shot by a feather from his own wing. 

Mr. WISE interposed, and said that the documents proved 
that John Ross did go and recommend the treaty, and that it 
was expressly rejected at the council of Red Bank, in every 
form in which it could be proposed. i 

Mr. GRAHAM again read the testimony, and called for proof 
of the fact. He doubted that John Ross had ever recommended 
the treaty in good faith; but he would put the matter fuirly, 
and was willing to hear evidence, He said it was positively 
proved that John Ross had agreed to the treaty before it was 
made; and, though it was made with Ridge’s party, and was 
not signed by Ross, yet his assent bound lim as effectually as 
if he had signed it, He also repudiated the idea that he would 
consent to bind himseif oy his constituents to compromise with 
people who came up repeatedly with the ery of money, mo- 
ney! He then went into a detail of the action of Congress in 
relation to the treaty for a short time, when he gave way for a 
motion from 

Mr. STANLY, that the committee rise; which motion was 
carried, and the committee rose accordingly and reported pro- 
gress. 

On motion of Mr. CALITOUN of Massachusetts, an unfa- 
vorabie report on the petition of was taken up and recom: 
mitted, 

The bill to repeal certain provisions of an act to amend an 
act imposing duties on-imports, was read a third time and 
passed, k 
The bill from the Benate.to settle the title to certain lands 
in the Torritory of Arkansas, was read twice and referred. 

The bill which passed the House, making appropriations for 
certain roadsin Indiana, etc. came back from the Senate with 
an amendment. 
me POPE moved that the amendment be concurred in by the 

ouse. 

Several motions were made to adjourn, but were decided in 
the negative, without a division. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to refer the bill and amendment to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; which motion was rejected—- 
ayes 50, noes 80. 

Mr. ELMORE moved to lay the bill oa the table, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were yeas 69, nays 84; so the House refused 
to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. MALLORY moved an adjournment, 
carried in the negative without a count. 

The Ffouse thën concurred in the amendment of the Senate, 
and, 

Tpon motion of Mr. BBIGGS, the House then adjourned. 


which motion was 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, May 24, 1838, 

Mr. McKEAN presenter resolutions ofthe Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania (which Mr. McK. said had been delayed in con- 
sequence of hisabsence) setting forth the sutterings and lossen 
of the early settlers of the’ Wyoming valley, and instructing 
their Senators and requesting their representatives to procure, 
if possible, by their votes and influence, the passage of a law 
that will compensate the Wyoming sufferers of the Revolution 
for such losses: which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered tobe printed, 

Mr, McK. also presented the petition of Mary Ann Berry and 
Margaret Taylor of Philadelphia, praying remuneration for 
the Revolutionary services of their deceased father: referred to 
the Committee of Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from certain citizens of 
Cass county, Indiana, relating to a certain section of Jand pro- 
cured from the Indians, and said to have been disposed ofin an 
improper manner: referred. 

Mr. T. from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported bills for the benetit of two railroad companies, Cunheard,) 
which were severally read, and ordered to. a second reading, 
andl the accompanying reporis were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. KNIGHT, the Committee on the Post OL 
fice and Post Roads were discharged from the farther conside- 
ration of the petition of William Walker. 

BANK NOTES FOR REVENUE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communication from 
the Treasury Department, in pursuance ofa resolution recently 
offered by Mr. Cray of Kentucky, in regard to the re eipt of 
Dank notes for revenue. The communication was read, and 
was understood to state that no new orders had been given on 
the subject, and that the receipt of bank notes was a conse- 
quence of previons orders, and of the resumption of specie pay 
ments by certain banks. The communication was accompanicd 
by a copy ofa letter from the Department to public officers at 
New York, dated April 23, 1838, which was read, and which 
was understood to sanction the receipt of spe è-paying bank 
nötes from banks not issuing notes ofless than $5, ace rding to 
orders and. instructions given previous to the suspension of 
specie payinents. , a 

Mr.-CLAY moved that this communication be Jaid on the 
table and printed, ~ He said he did not know whether thia would 
furnish the occasion making it necessary for further inquiry of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in order to know whether fur- 
ther instructions had been given to any of the collectars. The 
fact had now appsared that they did receive at New York the 
notes of specie-paying banks; and Mr. C. was understood to say 
that he-hada letter. in his drawer informing him that, on re- 
sumption, -the notes of specie-paying banks were to be received 
and.disbursed in payment of the public dues. 


The communication was laid on the table, and ordered to be — 


printed, 
‘CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

On motion 6M. WRIGHT, the Presidents message and 
the communication of the Secretary of War, on the susject of 
delaying, for two'years, the. removal of the Cherokee Indians, 
and of making furt on for their removal and for in- 
demnities to. bé made- to’ them, was taken up, and, after some. 

“remarks by Mr. WHITE end‘ Mr. SEVIER, it was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affars. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE; -the Secretary of War was re- 
quired to inform -the Senate whether any answer: had been 
given by the Cherokee delegation to the propositions contained 
in hiscomuiunication on the subject ‘of the removal of the 
Cherokce Indians, and, if so, to transmit to the. Senate a 
copy of such answer. 

he following bills were severally read a third time, and 
assed: - : 

p The bill to authorize the entry of lands in Arkansas, Co- 
vered by alleged, but unconfirmed, French and Spanish 
claims; ; 

‘And the bill forthe continuation of the Cumberland road in 
Ohio Indiana, and Illinois, which was passed by the following 
vote: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, Knight, Linn, 
McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright, and Young—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, 
and White —18. 

This bill wassentto the House, and subsequently returned 
with am amendment, in which the Senate concurred. 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

_ The Navy Appropriation bill having been taken up on mo- 
tion of 

Mr. WRIGHT, he said a few words in relation toit, explain- 
ing some of the items of appropriation, and showing that a 
part of the expenditure was for the south Sea Exploring Expe- 
dition, 

Mr. RIVES asked for information about the organization of 
the South Sea Expedition. Tie had understood that vessels 
had been changed, and men and armament reduced. Mr. R. 
wished to know upon what authority this was done. 

Mr. WRIGHT answered, giving mformation derived from 
the Navy Commissioners, It was proposed tosend the Vincen- 
neg with one hundred and twenty men, the Peacock with one 
hundred and five, the Relief with seventy, and the Porpoise 
with about fifty, making in all three hundred and fifty men, 
Fhe Vinconues and Peacock wer2 nearly ready for sea; the 
others would require some repairs or alteration, Lhe amount 
of the present appropriation bill was very materially reduced 
when Fnitasod with that of prior years. 

Mr. CRIETENDEN said he would move to reduco it still 
further, by striking ont se much of that appropriation as re- 
lated to the exploring expedition. He had been willing to 
make appropriations for exploring unknown seas and for 
scientific purposes; but this expedition had been about to sail 
for four years, in which period it might have saiied round and 
round the world, and explored all the known and unknown 
sora. Every thing done in relation to it only served to expose 
ignorance and mal-management. As fast as one arrangement 
was made, it only developed some new error to be corrected. 
One vessel is prepared and superseted, and no man could tell 
why or wherefore, Instead of progressing, We had been con- 
stanly retrograding both as to officers aud vessels, ‘The fri- 
gate Which, like another Argo, was to have made rich and 
valuable discoveries, and might have returned with the golden 
fleece, was superseded. No commodore, no post captain, or 
other officer. of rank selected, but a young Jieutenant, stand- 
ing somewhere about the fortieth on the list; and now 
this expedition, of which so much had beon said, and from 
which ro much had been expected, had dwindled down 
coiwparatively to nothing, and was to be commanded by 
a young officer taken from a grade where there were 
at least fifty before him on the list, Ife did not mean to say a 
word to disparage thatoflicer. He had heard him kindly spoken 
of, and his scientific attainments favorably reported on; but be 
woukl maintain that it was ad gement to the service--a 
diaparagoment to alder and meritorious oflicers. Io sbort, 
naval men were disgusted, the nation was disgusted, with the 
whole proceeding. Were we, then, to go on appropriating 
money for thts mismanaged matter, at a tiine when the Prea 
sury was embarrased aud empty, and every dollar appro- 
priated would bave to be borrowed? He didnot know how gen- 
tlemen could reconcile it, unless on the principle of loosing one 
arrow and shooting off another, with a view to find it; the time 
might come wheu we would be better able to doit. Jie called 
cn gentlemen, and particularly these who had been preaching 
economy, tocome forward on this occasion, He hoped the 
Senator from Connecticut would remember the sermon he 
preached the other day on the subject of abstract economy. 
‘The litle while the Senator had been in public life, he had 
borne adistinguished rank in his party, and had the right to 
give us the admonition, as he had sownded all the dep:hs and 
shoals of experience. Sines his brief day, the Treasury had 
passed from countess millions to utter bankruptcy. Yes, sir, 
said Mr. C. he and his friends, after having spent upwards of 
one hundred millions of dollars, when about closing his political 
life, discover that notions of abstract econamy are of no avail, 
and that nothing short of real economy could do any thing for 
the country. Hore, then, was an opportuniny for him te carry 
his views into etfect. 

Mr. WRIGHT spoke briefly in reply to Me. CRITTENDEN. 
Te had never beena very great friend of the measure from the 
first; but as a great deal of money had been expended without 
any practical benefit, he was unwilling to withhold the p nt 
appropriation, Mr. W. said, that up to the first of this month, 
seven hundred and fifty thousand dollarshad been expended on 
this expedition; a part of which was expended in building and 
preparing vessels for sea... He said that the reason why no of- 
ficer of rank had heen appointed was, that no officer of high 
grade, capable of taking charge, was willing to assume that 
responsibility. 

Mv. NILES made a brief and pertinent reply to such of the 
remarks of the Senator fram Kentucky as were levelled at him. 
if there had been a wasteful or prodigal expenditure, the gen- 
tleman ought to be satisfied thatit was now reduced so far that 
they were carrying out the true principles of economy... Mr. 
N. could only say, ifthe measure was wrong, or ill-advised, it 
had its origin in the gentleman and his frien-ls.. It was one of 
their schemes for a splendid. and. magnificent-Government, 
looking forward to new and untried worlds. It was never re- 
commended by the Executive, but originated in Congress, and 
now, after so large aa appropriation had been made, they were 
for abandoning the whole matter. : : 

The gentleman says whenI came into political life | found the 
Treasury Tuli to overflowing, and .that now. it.is. bankrupt. 
Weil, sir, there issome truth in all that; but how did it happen? 
It was brought about, in a greatmeasure, by the genitleman’s . 


friends; and, I presume, by something of his:agency also. “The 
Senator from Ohio, not now a member of this body, pitched 
the tune, and, -the-gentleman and his friends. sung toit with a 
vengeance. ‘The revenue had accum: ated to such an.extent, 
and the Treasury was in sucha fiourishing state, the gentleman 
said we should be ruined if we did not do something to Jessen it; 
the political doctors said the patient was in a plethora; if some- 
thing was. not done, the sufferer would die of the. dropsy: 
there was a general consultation among them, and they recom- 
mended copious blood-letting.. To be sure they did allow us five 
millions over the necessary wants of the Government, all the 
rest was let off. I was in much doubt at the time, though I 
voted for it. I thought they might be right for once, and, being 
willing to do all I could to relieve the patient, Iwent with them, 
though somewhat against my own judgment. 

The next session, when the learned doctors assembled here, 
they said, “J told you sol” and “if we had not bled the patient 
so freely, he would have died!’ Well, sir, what was the result? 
Why, the doctors found they had mistaken the case, and, had 
bled the patient until the disease had assumed a typhoid cha- 
racier: he was in a very feeble and languid state. The pa- 
tient, however, is now convatescing, said Mr. Nj and if the 
same physicians would administer no more of their drugs, in 2 
very little while we would be able to set him on his feet again. 
We have been brought tothis, said Mr. N. by the advice of the 
Opposition doctors; and E do not think they ought to try to 
throw upon us a larger share of the responsibility than we de- 
serve. Mr. N. then made some playful allusion ‘to the watch- 
ful manner in which he, together with his friend from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Grunpy,]} had guarded the Treasury; and as they 
were to close their political lives near about the same time, he 


. hoped the Senate might not be ruined for want of their aid. 


Mr. RIVES had come to the conclusion to vote against this 
item of appropriation, He thought the expedition, as it was 
arranged, would be productive of more harm than good. 
Nothing could be more fatal to chivalry than to send forward 
this expedition under the command of a Tieutenant, when so 
many officers of higher grade would have been glad to have un- 
dertaken it. He meant nothing to the dispraise of Lieutenant 
Wilkes ; he was willing to accord him scientific knowlege and 
high professional capacity; but in his appointment the laws of 
discipline, of established grade, had been overlooked ! Yes, 
sir, in this appointment the very fundamental principle on 
which the Navy was based was violated! Besides those ofii- 
cers high in yank, sume forty or fifty Lieutenants, the seniors of 
Lieutenant Wilkes, had been disfranchised by the appointment 
of that officer. That might be considered a very smal} matter 
to some people, but to others it was of vast moment; and officers 
were particularly sensitive on that head. In a philosophical 
point of view itnright be nothing, but where the feelings of off. 
cers were concerned it was every thing; and on a proper respect 
for that feeling, in a great measure, depended the glory,he might 
sity the very existence, of the Navy. 

Tho chairman of the Committee on Finance had told us that 
no onicer of a higher grade could be found to undertake the 
command. That honorable chairman might have better sources 
of information than he, Mr. R. had; but such was certainly not 
the information he had received. He was informed by officers 
who had volunteered to undertake it; but whose oflers were re- 
jected in favor of Lieut, Wilkes; officers, he would undertake to 
say, second to none in the service for all those requisites that 
adorn the naval character. What led to the selection he had 
alluded te? Wes it Mr. Wilkes’s supposed scientific qualifica» 
tions? Ifso, he presumed there were otherson the list of hisown 
grade, and senior to him in appointment, that were every way 
equal. Was scientific attainment every thing that was to De con. 
sidered in the selection? JJe thought there was a large corps of 
scientific persons selected from the walks of civil life to fill that 
department. Where then the necessity of looking tothat requi- 
site alone in the selection? We would have thought, with that 
branch s0 well and ably filled, that the ¢ re would haye de- 
volved, at least he would have Jooked for one of high rank, pro- 
verbial for moral energy, promptitude in the time of danger, &c. 
These were requisites, he thought, much more fitting the ‘station. 
He had been informed that, in point of seamanship, Lieutenant 
Wilkes stood the lowest in his rank, dnd that, for the last four- 
teen years, he had seen but litile of sea service. Howeverskillod 
then he might be in astronomical and mathematical calculation, 
he was not suited to the energy of the occasion, nor should he 
have heen selected to the station to the disfranchisement of his 
own casg, thus throwing a stigma on the whole character of the 
Navy. 

There were other reasons that would impel him to vote 
agajnat this appropriation. The condition of the Treasury was 
so embarragse:}, that on all sides we had Jectures on the neces- 
sity of retrenchment and reform. It was but the other day a 
proposition to raise the salary of the Commissioner of the Tand 
Ofice failed, as did the bill for the humane and laudable pur- 
pose of estabiishing a hospital in this District, and all on the 
score of the necessity of reaenchment; and should we now tit 
out this Expedition on a seale of magnificence? Was this a 
time, when the Treasury was empty, and application after 
application sent to us for relief? It was only the other day that 
we were called on for money; and he thought it would not be 
very long before (probably the close of the present session) 
we should be caled on agam. Ifit were so, he would take the 
oceasion to observe, that the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance himself would not be more ready or more 
willing in giving all that was necessary for the legitimate wants 
of the Government. It was true they might differ as to the 
means by which money was to be raised only; but in feeling 
and an action on that subject, he would yield to no man. 

Mr. WRIGIIT replied at length to the objections of the Se. 
nator from Virgina. The squadron was fitted out with a view 
to defend it merely from the wild islanders or pirates, Were 
they to ask before. they make an appropriation, who was to 
command a certain ship, Sucha thing certainly never entered 
into his [My. Ws] head. .Thatmatter he thought was left, 
and very properly too, to the. discretion of the other branch of 
the Government. Itmight:constitue ar. objection in the mind 
of the Senator, but it certainly never would in his; because 
probably he was not so well acquainted with these matters as 
the honorable Senator. Mr. W. said the difficulty was in ob- 
taining-av officer of the proper grade who would take: the 
command. He had no doubt, if they were allowed the entire 
control, plenty would be found.. Mr. W. then went on in detail 
to show that the command had been offered first to one officer, 
avid then to another, all of whom had either declined, or been 
relieved at their own request, which he thought atleast proved 
no want. of effort on the part of the proper authority to 
make a euitable selection. He had heard that officérs had 
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sought it, but it was after Mr. Wilkes had been selected, and 
of course, would not have been superseded. 

Mr. RIVES still contended that the reduction of the amount 
of men and guns did not destroy the rate of the ship. One of 
these’ ships, the Vincennes or the Peacock, he could not res 
collect which, had been a flag ship in. the Indian Ocean; and 
that,-if this course were persisted in, it would strikea fatal 
blow on the character of the Navy, from whičh it would never 
recover, P š ; 

Mr. PRESTON was of opinion that they, as legislators, 
ought not to decide in so. delicate a matter; The choice was 
was properly centred inthe Executive branch, fit were with 
the Senate, they all might select some special favorite, of whose 
qualifications for that specificduty they were entirely ignorant. 
Besides, he deemed it highly improper-for them to atlempt to 
mix up these duties with the business of Congress. 

Mr. P. contended that the purpose was purely a scientific 
one, and as such did not come within the prescribed rales that 
governed the navy. Suppose Lieutenant Wilkes had been se- 
lected by the Secvetary tọ carry despatches to France or Eng- 


land, what lieutenant would dare come forward, and say, “My. 


commission is.older than Lieut, Wilkes’s; I rank above: him, 
and I must go on this very agreeable and delightful trip?” 
What would be thought of that; and was it not a parallel case? 
‘The gentleman from Virginia has told us that this was “a vio- 
lation of all rule, of all law"? Wherein? I would ask. If in 
this country, let him show it; if in any other, lethim advert to 
it. If the gentleman goes to England, the precedents are all 
against him; for I understand that Goverament hag, in almost 
all instances, appointed junior officers. If rank was to have 
been consulted in this matter, all discretion on.the part of the 
Executive would have been destroyed. It would have been 
cheated of its attribute, and_you would have to take the first in 
command, and’so go on down, for your commander, If the 
Department had considered it as a mêre naval affair, a very dif- 
ferent course would ,have been ‘pursued. When. Congress 
appropriates a million of dollars for any apecific purpose con- 
nected with our naval concerns, obedience is tò be enforced. 
If this were astrictly naval matter; would officers have been 
permitted to decline? 

Mr. P. said he had heard much about young Lieutenants. 
He did not know what constituted youth in the opinion of gen- 
uemen Mr. Wilkes was about his (Mr. P’s} age, of years 
ripe enough certainly to be elected to the Senate, and he [Mr. 
P.} would be very glad to be considered a young man. Mr. 
Wilkes he knew was a gentleman of high nauticaland scientific 
attainments, with cnthusiasm, with energy, with spirit, with 
manly deportment, suited for this or any ether eccasion; and 
must have been in the Navy some five and twenty or thirty 
years, and ‘could not be the very young Lieutenant that gentle- 
men were disposed to, make him. 

Aftera reply from Mr. CRITTENDEN, and a respond from 
Mr. PRESTON, : 3 ye 

Tho Senate, at the suggestion of Mr. WEBSTER, witha 
view to obtain certain information in relation to the subject, 
then adjoumed, i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
eee - Fripay, May 25, 1838. 

The following Message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of his private se- 
cretary, ABRAHAM Van BUREN, Esq. i 
To the honorable the Housed Representatives of the United 

tates: 

T herewith submit a report. from the Secretary of the Treasa- 
ry explanatory of the manner in which extracts from certain 
newspapers relating to the introduction of foreign paupers into 
this couniry, and the steps. taken to prevent it, became connect- 
ed with his communication to me on that subject, accon:pany- 
ing my message of the Ilth instant. Sensible that these ex- 
tracts are ofa character which would, if auention had been di- 
rected ta them, have prevented their transmission to the House, 


Į request permission to withdraw them. 
M. VAN BUREN. 


May 24, 1835. . 
: Treasury DEPARTMENT, 24th May, 1638, 

Sir: My attention has just been called to two extracts from 
one of the papers in New York city, relating to the introduction 
of foreign paupers, and submitted to the House of Representa- 
tives with your messagé of the Lith instant. This department 
has been, erigaged-im collecting information on that. subject 
during the last two years; and, while so employed, the local dif- 
ficulties in sume of the principal sea ports, caused by attempts 
to prevent the introdaction of such paupers, became a topic of 
frequent Cominunication to it—sometimes by written and printed 
statements, and sometimes in person by municipal officers. ` 

Among other communications concerning it, some were 
mada, in the course of the last summer, by a part of the Com- 
missioners of Health of the city of New York, in avisit to the 
Depariment, and others were made by some person feeling an 
interest in the question, by forwarding the extro 
tioned, ag containing matter pertinent to the subject. , 

Without a critical examination, they were placed on file with 
the clerk having particular charge of that business; and when 
the papers in this Department concerning the jniroduction of 
foreign paupers, and “also what steps, if any, had been taker 
to prevent we introduction of such paupers into the United 
States,” were collected for you, in the preparation of a reply to. 
the cali cf'thé House, these extracts were submitted in connec- 
tion With other matier bearing on those inquiries, 

This was done in the pressure of husiness, without noticing 
the circumstance that in those extracts certain remarks and 
strictures of a personal character appear to be mingled, con- 
cerning the correctness of which the Deparment of course 
knows nothing, which: it could not desire to aid in republishing, 
aad which, had they been ovserved at the time, wouid not have 

e nicated. sspecifully, yours, ` 
been communica ' eh ye VE: WOODBURY, 


ae Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Paesipenr of the United States. 


The message and paper of the Secretary of the Treasury” 


2 been read, 7 

“RUSSELL said that as his colleague {Mr. Horrmay] 
was not present, Mr. R. would move the adoption of Mr. Es 
resolution offered yesterday, with certain modifications. He 
did-o, he said, that the President. aid the Sezrerary of the 


havi 


Treasury might have dn opportunity of placing themselves in l 


a proper position. i 


Mir. CAMBRELENG saw -no necessity for: euch a round: 


about’ course, since all that was necary was to comply 
with the. President’s request. He-thef made a motion to that 


effect. Baie: 


ring indemnity for loss of horse: severally laid on the tab 


ts befure men- ` 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio was cleatly of opinion that that 
was the better course. The President had done all that could 

e expected of him—sent an explanation that must be satisfac- 
tory, and requested the withdrawal of the papers. - á 

Mr. DROMGOOLE having made some suggestions, Š 

The SPEAKER said the parliamentary form would be to 
move to dischurge the committee to whom the papers. had been 
referred therefrom, and that they be returned to the President. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG modified his motión pursuant to the 
SPeaKsR’s stiggestiou. ~ ; 


Mr. RUSSELL said it was-with a similar object he had in. 


` tended to make the motion indicated by him. 


_ Mr. MCKENNAN moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject till to-morrow.. , 
Mr. ADAMS said, as the President and the Secretary of the 


Treasury had both stated .that these objectionable papers had 


` been sent to the House by inadvertence and unintentionilly, he 
would not wish to hold either of those high officera responsible; - 
but he would say, thatifthey Had been sent intentionally it would - 


have been the greatest breach ef privilege he hadever. knowajand 
though he did not wish to apply any severity, it was apparent,that 
the papers having been sent, printed and sent forth to the world, 
as much injury would be done to the persons calumniated, to 
the mayor and highly respectable individuals of New York, as 
if they had been sent intentionally. View itasa question of 
privilege, he was opposed to any postponement, but as the gen- 
tleman from the cuy of New York was not in his seat, he 
would be willing it should be postponed till he came in. i 

Mr. McKENNAN said he would modify his motion soas to 
postpone the consideration of the message for two hours. 

The SPEAKER suggested that the calling on committees for 
reports was in order, and this subject might be postponed till 
that business had been concluded. i: 

Mr. McKENNAN acquiesced in that suggestion, and the sub 
ject, by general consent, was laid over. : 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Dr, 
James H. Spear. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which this subject had 
been referred reported the follewing resolution, which was 
agreeu tor 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition and papers of 
Andrew. Rembert, praying compensation for a horse Jost in the 
service of the United States, and that the same be referred to 
the Third Auditor of the Treasury for settlement, under the act 
of January 18, 1838. j : 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made on unfavorable re- 
port on the petition of Eli Darling, praying pension for injury 
sustained in the service of the United States, laid on the table. 

Mr. W. made an unfavorable reporton the petition of Alex- 
ander Grant. Also, on the petition of Rebecca McOann, pray- 

e 

Mr. STEWART, from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the petition of A. Avery, A. P. Pritchard, and 
PeU, Taylor, praying to'be released from the payment of cer. 
tain promissory notes; laid on the table. . 

My. HARPER, on leave, laid on the table an; amendment he 
proposed, hereafter, to snbmit to some, bill, but the tide of it 
was not disclosed, 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported, without amendmént, Senate bill to extend the 
charter of the Bank of Alexandria, in the city of Alexandria, 
[to enable it to wind up its affairs,] which was postponed till 
Saturday, 4th of June, on motion of Mr. PETRIKIN. 

Mr. B. also reported, without amendment, Senate bill to con- 
tinue the corporate existence of the banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The billhaving been read through, Mr. B. moved thatit be 
put en its third reading, and made an earnest appeal in behalf 
of that motion = . 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to postpone the bill till Monday 
week, and-gave his reasons therefor. Ie wanted the House, 
to have time to look into the subject, and he was opposed to 
this mode oflegislating by piecemeal. . 

Mr. BOULDIN remarked that all the charters of these hanks 
would expire on the 4th of July next, and unless the House did 
not act upon this bill soon, it would be of nouse. 

Mr. THOMAS added further that there was no time now to 
go into a more fuli examination of the bank question generally. 
Moreover, the restrictions of tms bill as to a resumption of 
specie payments, would enable the House-hereafter to distin- 
guish between the solvent banks and the rotten, if there were 
any of the latier. The bill was a somewhat hard one, but as 
the banks were wiling to receive it he hoped it would be passed 
without delay. If they attempted to frame a measure fora 
recharter of these banks for twenty years, they mightsend a 
pili to the Senate, which would be rejected, and thus leave the 
District without banking facilities. 

Mr. MERCER and Mr. JENIFER commented upon the very 
hard features of this bill, more so, the latter insisted, than any 
State jn the Uuion had devised, and that he should move to 
strike out one of the restrictions in it. p 5 

Mr. PETRIKIN addressed the louse for some time in op: 


` position to the bill, and complained of the hurried manner in 


which it was attempted to be crammed down their throats, with- 
out deliberation or consideration. > 
Mr. BOULDIN said he would do what he believed he had 
never done before, demand the previous question; and having 
done 9%. the House reconsidered it—ayes 74, noes 60. i 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays on ordering 


the main question: but they were refused, and the main question 


was decided to be put without a division. - k 7 

The main question was on ordering the bill to a third reading; 
and thereupon—  ' » 7 

Mr. YELL asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and were. yeas 131, naye ål, pe Pi < 

So the bill wagordered to be engrossed for a third reading to- 
day, and the question being on its passage, (the House. having 
voted down a proposition to postpone it till Monday next.) 


| . Mr. ADAMS moved.to recommit the dill to the Commiitee 
for the District of Columbia, with Instructions so to amend: the 


same as to provide that no dividends or profits should be paid 


„to the stockholders of these banks at any time when they have f 


suspended specie payments. ‘ Gaal : 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that it required amendment in 
another particular. The bill contained no provision for the 
assentof the banks, and in- case, therefore, of any suit being 


` brought against either of them, under the restrictions of the bill, 
: the plaintiff would beu 


nable to proye -the bank. or banks had 
consented thereto, 3 sia ee Ry T 


Mr. BOULDIN bad not the slightest objection to either ofthe 
amendments, buthe-dreaded hazarding the passage of the bill, 
which would be periled if the bill was recommitted, and thereby 


- further delayed: 


The CHAIR how. announced that the morning hour had 
expired.. : 2 ` < Pane Sra 

Mr. BOULDIN hoped they would finish this bill, and, hë 
would move a suspension of the rule tor the purpose: 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman not to, press the. mo- 
tian, but suffer the bill to.lie.over for asingle day. . fa : 

Mr, BOULDIN persisted in His motion, but It was rejected; 
and the bill lies over for t0-tnorrow. pe pane ie 

The House then took. up the President’s message, ds given 
above, Rae aor A 

Mr. HOFFMAN reminded the House that, yesterday, he had 
expressed his belief that the President’ had no knowledge of 
these papers; and it gave him pleasure to firid that the President 
had promptly and fuily and completely exonerated himself. It 
had arisen from his too great confidence. in the head.of the 
Treasury Department; biu Mr. H. insisted that that gentleman 
had not purged himself, for he had no right to have ordered 
such libels to be placed on the files among the archives of the 
country ;, and -his stating that he had not given them a critical 
examination, was no excuse. He rejoiced, however, that the 
President had exonerated himself, and that he had himself pro- 
posed what Mr. H’s resolution contemplated. He hoped they 
would be withdrawn, and that the act of withdrawal would 
read such a lesson as would prevent a siniilar recurrence here 
after, z i i 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested whether it would not be bet- 
ter first to lay the Presidents second message on the table. 

The CHAIR replied. that that could be done afterwards, š 

Mr. WHITTTESEY, of Ohio, inquired if the former docu- 
ment would go among the documents of the House. È 

The CHAIR said tnat ordinarily they would, but under this 
expression of the House they would not. The Cuar would 
oireet the document to be reprinted; omitting the papers refer: 
red to. o f 

Mr. ATHERTON remarked that he regretted to hear the cen: 
sures cast by the gentleman from New York upon the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury. He did not see why any imputation should 
rest upon the Secretary for trusting a clerk, more than upon 
the President. for. trusting the Secretary. The Secretary was 
distinguished for his untiring assiduity in the discharge of his 
duties; and he trusted that the gentleman from New York would 
take back what he had said of censure of the Becretary... 

Mr. BRIGGS read from the Jetter of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and sald that it contained no word of condemnation, or of 
disapproval upon the extratts, or upon the personal attacks con- 
tained in them. ; t a T i 

Mr. CUSIIMAN inquired of the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Russert] if he did not know, at the time he moved his re- 


solution, that the papers complained of were on file in the office 


of the Secretary of the Treasury? : 

Mr. RUSSELL replied that his original call, moved: by him, 
was_upon the Secretary of State, who responded that the infor- 
mation could not be furnished by him unless by order of the 
President. Mr. R. then introduced another call upon the Pre- 
sident for it, the substance of which he stated, and Mr. R. had 
no possible means of knowing any thing of these exceptionable 
papers. 5 

Mr. CUSHMAN then went onto read the resolution, which 
called for all information in possession of the President upon 
the subject of the introduction of foreign papers, either from 
the correspondence of agents or other. sources; and he com- 
mented upon the press of business -imposed upon the heads of 
departments during a session of Congress, and it was impossi~ 
ble that the Secretary could’attend to all’ his business personal- 
ly, and was obliged to trust to clerks; for tkis reason, every in- 
dulgence ought to be extended to him. > ast 

r. HOFFMAN, after stating that, the word if was a very 

meaning word, admitted; that if the Secretary.of the Treasury 
was distinguished for any thing, it was for his untiring indus- 
try; and then he went on to show. the distinction between the 
President and the Secretary of the Treasury. These obnoxious 
papers, he said, were sent to the Treasury singly, and not in 
connection with a mass of papers; and he wished to know, 
whether such papers should be filed without reading and ex- 
amination by the Secretary. It was well known that it was not 
customary. for the President to examine the documents pre- 
scribed with reports of the heads of departments, though he 
might think it expedient to do so hereafter. He considered it 
the.duty of the Secretary to examine such papers connected 
with the duties of his office; and hed not applied any epithet 
not strictly in accordance with the subject of inquiry. 

Mr. CALHOUN would inquire how it happened that, if the 


‘Secretary was a man ofsuch untiring industry, that these pa- 


pers had escaped his observation? And he wished to be informed 
by the committee to whom the message had been referred, whe- 
ther the obnoxious papers had come in manuscript, and had 
been regularly copied by a clerk, or whether they were slips 
cut out from a newspaper? * 

Mr. RUSSELL produced the newspaper from which one of- 
the offensive articles was taken, which. was the New York 


“rath Teller. The other was a slip, apparently from the same 


paper. Neither of them was transcribed. - 

Mr. CALHOUN then expressed his regret that such a paper, 
in any manber, whether through negligence or otherwise, 
should have been communicated to the House.” He thought it 
disgraceful to the Secretary that such a fact should: exist, and 
should be published to the country; and he did not see ‘bow that 
officer could come out of the ordeal unscathed: i _ 

Mr, MENEFEE commented on ‘the ‘doctrine maintained ‘by 
the last Administration, that the President. was responsible for 
the acts of his Secretaries, and. said. that he: srust, upon that 
doctrine, be held responsible tor thistransaction. He was op. 
posed to having the papers withdrawn fromthe records. He 
wished tohave them stand. They would not go’ against ‘the 
President, for it appeared that as soon as the President became’ 
aware of their character, he took’ the earliest opportunity to 
disapprove of them, and to ask leave te withdraw them. The 
Secreiary he would neither excuse rior condemn at present, but 
he would desire that the record should stand complete, as, in 


‘one form or another, it furnished proper ground for examina: 


tion, if not for censure, 


Mr. SIBLEY stated that he was aboutto move an amend- 
ment, and expressed his willingness to allow the President to 


- withdraw that part. of his message which charged certain citi: > 


zens of the State of New York with corruption; and was going 
on to. comment. upon the remark in. the Presidents | message, | 


that the people of New York were under the influence of the 
banks in thelr late elections. 

The SPEAKER stated that it. was notin order to comment 
upen that subject. ae 

Mr. SIBLEY said he wished to add to the amendment a 
clause giving to the President leave to withdraw that part of 

is message. . : 
sneer ea T pe 

4 upon a to ifferent subject. 

_ Mr. SIBLEY then wenten to speak A some length upon the 
impropriety of receiving and filing such scandalous Kibeisin the 
archives of the country, and sending them to the House to be 
placed upon the records of an American Congress. This was 
the first time such an offence had been committed, and he hoped 
succeeding Secretaries would be warned that it must not be re- 
peated, and that their files must be purged, 

Mr. CRARY moved the previous question; but withdrew it 
at the request of 

Mr. REED, who wished to make some suggestions as to the 
right ofthe Clerk to withdraw the papers from the files without 
the. order of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the Clerk would be under the direction 
of the House. 

Mc. REED said he wished to avoid a greater evil, for if the 
papers must go upon the files at any rate, he wished to avoid 
the operation of expumging. He then renewed the motion for 
the previous question. 

The motion for the previous question having been seconded, 
the main question was ordered to be then put, by a vote of 102 
in the affirmative, noes not counted. 

The main question being on the adoption of the resolution, 
was then carried without a division, 

The original papers were thereupon ordered to be returned 
to the President. 

Mr- CAMBRELENG then moved to lay the last message on 
the table, and print it. 

Mr. HARLAN called for a division of the question, and the 
motion to lay on the table having. been agreed to— 

Mc, HARLAN opposed the printing, and stated that the copy 
of the “Truth Teller,” containing the objectionable article, had 
on its margin an endorsement in the hand-writing of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, directing the clerk to place it among the 
papers relating to the emigration of foreign paupers. Mr. H. 
after some further remarks, expressed his thanks to the gentle- 
man from Michigan for moving ihe previous question. 

Mr, CRARY said he had moved the previous question, for 
the purpose of arresting a most unprofitablo, and what waa 
apparent would be a very protracted discussion, and he return- 
ed his thanks to the gentleman from Kentucky, for having 
himself afforded Mr. C. with an additional and forcible reason, 
why that motion should have been made. 

The motion to print was then agreed to, without a division. 

Mr. BELL moved thatthe Committee on Indian Affairs have 
pee to sit during the sessions of the Mouse; which was or- 

ered. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then submitted a motion directing the clerk 
to reprint the document without the two papers objected to, aud 
that the complete document already printed be not bound with 
the ald documents of the House, but subsequently with- 
rew it. 

The rivale orders being announced— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that, oa Monday next, at 12 
o’clock, he should move the House to proceed with the conside- 
ration ofthe Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave. notice that, on the same day, ho 
shoald move to take up, during the morning hour, the resolu- 
tion of the Post Oifice committee, for the printing of certain 
maps for the use of the Government, 

Mr. EVANS asked the Mouse to take up the President's mes- 
sage on the northeast boundary, but it being objected to, Mr, 
E. gave notice of his intention to address the House thereupon 
hereafter, 

Mr. TAYLOR, on loave, from the Committee on Invalid Pon- 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension ta James Wyman, 

Mr. TAYLOR, from: the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made unlavorable reports on tho petition of Joseph Row, the 
petition of Æ. Cheney, the petition of Shadrach O’Brien, for 
arrears of pension; the petivou of William Curly, for pension 
on account of wounds received whilst in the service of the 
United Siates; the petition of Joseph Penley, for pension on ac- 
count of wounds received in the service of the United States; 
the petition of asa H. Morse, for arrears of penaton; which se- 
veral reports were laid on the table, 

On motion of Mr, TAYLOR, the Committee on Invalid Pone 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of William Arney, and the same rdferred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The House then took up the “bill authorizing the issuing of 
patents to Augier March Perkingand John Howard Kyan; the 
question being on the motion of Mr. Muneres to reconsider 
the vote of the House recommitting the bill to the Committce 
on Patents. 

After a brief discussion, in which Messrs. MENEFEE, 
REED, TAYLOR, and CRAIG participated, this motion was 
agreed to. : . n 

Mr. TAYLOR then withdrew the motion to reconsider, ori- 
ginaliy made by him on the 19th instant, and the bill was passed. 

The “bil to establish a pension agency at McMinviile, Ten- 
neasee,” was then taken up, on the motion made by Mr, MOR- 
GAN. on the 19h inst. to reconsider the vote by which the bil 
was rejected. “teen 

‘The bill wag earnestly advocated by Mr. TURNIFY, and fur- 
ther debated by Messrs. BOND, TURNEY, and CRAIG; after 
which, the House refused to reconsider. | 

The bill for. the relief of the representatives of John Jordan 
was postponed to Friday next. , 

The bill for the reliefof Philip Turner, the enacting clause 
of which had been stricken out. was taken up with the motion 
to. reconsider the vote. of rejection made on a former day by 
Mr..Unperwoop. 


“Phe question.of reconsideration was debated by Messrs, UN- 
DERWOOD, TALIAFERRO, ALLEN of Vermont, and 
CUSHMAN. - , , 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. t, 

Mr. CUSHMAN demanded a call of the House, which was 
refused. ie x 

Mr. MILLER ‘moved tolay the motion to reconsider on the 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and wete-yeas 80, nays 65, so the motion ‘to re- 

consider was laid on the table: ~ : 
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The bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor Absalom Baird 


` was taked up with the enacting clause stricken out in Commit- 


tee of the Whole. The question being on concurrence with the 
eommittee— ; As 

On motion of Mr. McCKENNAN, the consideration of the biil 
‘was postponed to Friday next. f . 

The bill for the relief of Robert Wilmot, on motion of Mr. 
CRAIG, was postponed to Friday next. g ; 

Several bills, formerly reported by the Committee of the 
Whole, with amendments to them all, to strike out the clause 
allowing interest; which amendments were concurred in, and 
said bills were read a third time, and ordered to be engrossed, 
as follows: A 

A bill for the relief of the children of Colonel Henry Irwin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant Colonel Richard 
Campbell. ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Chilton, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas H. Bayles. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John McClellan. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Fanning. d 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
Charles Snead, deceased. i . f 
ï A bill for the reliefof the representatives of Daniel Wil- 
iams. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of William Hooker 
Smith, deceased. 

A bil! for the relief of Crawford Johnsou, F 

A ball for the relief of the heirs of William B. Bunting, de- 
ceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Timothy Feely. 

s A bill for the relief of the representatives of Dr. William Jo- 
honnot. 

A bill for the relicfof the representatives of Colonel Anthony 
Walton White. 

The bills for the relief of the legal representatives of Colonel 
George Gibson, and for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo, were postponed to Friday next. 

On mation of Mr, CUSHING, 

The House adjourned. 

IN BENATE, 
Fripay. May 25, 1838, 

On motion of Mr, MORRIS, the Committee on Pensions waa 
discharged from the consideration of various petitions that had 
been referred to them. , 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which had been referred the petition of Joseph Cochrane, re- 
ported a vill for his relief, which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. F 

Mr. LINN, from the select committee to which had been 
roferred the bill to authorize the occupation of the Columbia 
or Oregon Territory, reported the same with amendments. 
Mr. L. said he had been directed by the committee to make a 
detailed report on the subject, and that he would present one 
on Monday next. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
had been reforred the bill to establish an additional pension 
agency, in the State of Alabama, reported the same with an 
amendment, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate resumed the consi- 
deration of the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year 1838, as the unfinished businessof yesterday. ‘The 
question being on Mr. Cuittsnpen’s motion to strike out the 
appropriation for the exploring expedition. 

After somo remarks from Mr. DAVIS in support of the mo- 
tion, the question was taken, and the motion was lost—yeas 13, 
nays 28, as follows: 

YNAS-~Mesars. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Davis, Morris, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Spence, Swift, 
White and Young~-13. 

NAYS-—Messra. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Pres- 
ton, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Williams and Wright--28. 

_ The bill was then ordered to a third reading without a divi- 
sion; and, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, and by general consent, it was 
then read the thid time and passed. ` 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. CLAY, was taken up; 

“Resolved, &e. That no discrimination shall be made as to 
the currency or medium of paymentin the severa! branches of 
the public revenue, or in debtgor dues to the Government; and 
that, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the notes of sound 
banks, which are payableand paid on demand in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, under suitable restrictions, to be 
forthwith prescribed and promulgated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall be received in payment of the revenue and of 
debts and dues to the Government, and shall be subsequently 
disbursed, in a course of public expenditure, to all public credi- 
tors who are willing to receive them.” 

Mr. WEBSTER (Mr. Cray assenting] offered the amend- 
ment before proposed to be offered by him, which is as follows: 

Strike out the first clause of the resolution after the enacting 
clause, and insert, 

That it shall not be Jawful for the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make, or to continue in force, any general order which shall 
create any difference between the different branches of reve- 
nue, ag to the money or medium of payment, in which debis or 
dues, accruing to the United States, may be paid. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate at length in 
support of the resolution. 

T: BENTON replied, in opposition to it; and, 

After a debate, in which Messrs. MORRIS, WEBSTER, 
CLAY. and WRIGHT, took part, Mr, WEBSTER’ s amendment 
was adopted. ~ x 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the remainder of the original resolution. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky moved to strike out the last clause; 
and, : 

Afer a debats, in which Messrs, CLAY of Ky. WRIGHT, 
KING, CALHOUN, CUTHBERT, MORRIS, and BUCHA- 
NAN, took part, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


-HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

.  SATURBAY, May 28, 1838. ae 
Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported.a bili to provide for xunning boundary lines to lands 


3 


AL 


assigned to Indian tribes west of the Mississippi, and for sur- 
veying portions thereof to be held in severalty. ° g 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, agreeably to the notice given by him 
yesterday, moved the House to take up the joint resolution 
providing for the purchase of certain maps of the States fer the 
use of the Government, but waived it temporarily at the. re- 

uest of y 
% Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, who moved to discharge that committee from the 
further consideration of the petition of Sergeant Jasper; and, 
in theabsence of Mr. Leearg, by whom the petition had been 
originally presented, moved its reference to a select committee; 
but after some opposition i 

Messrs. RENCHER and WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the sub- 
ject was laid on the table, ` 

DUELLING REPORT. : 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was then re- 
sumed, being the motion to’ print 10,000 extra copies of the 
testimony and journal of the select committee, appointed to 
inquire into the cause which led to the death of the late kono- 
rable JONATHAN CILLEY. 

The question pending was on the amendment of Mr. Farn- 
FIELD, to print a like number of copies of the reports of the 
majority and minority: i x 

Mr. MASON of Ohio concluded his remarks in opposition 
tothe report of the majority. 

Mr. POTTER then obtained the floor, and addressed the 
House but a few moments, when 

The CHAIR announced the orders. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of the late’ 
John Barnes, deceased. 

A bill for the reliefof the heirs and surviving children of Col, 
Henry Irwin, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant Richard Camp- 
bell, deceased. 

A bill for the relief ofthe children and heirs at law of John 
Chilton, deceased. 

A bin for the relief of the heirs of Thomas H. Bayles, de- 
ceased. 

A bill for the relief ofthe heirs of John M’Clellan, deceased. 

Abili for the relief ofthe heirs at law of Joshua Fanning, de- 
ceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
Charles Snead, deceased, i 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
Daniel Williams, deceased. 

A bill for the rəliefof the legal representatives of William 
Hooker Siwith, deceased, 

A bill for the relief of Crawford Johnson. ; 

A oy for the relief of the heirs of William B. Bunting, de- 
ceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Timothy 
Feely, deceased, lute a lieutenant in the army of the Reyo- 
lution. 

A bill for the reliefof the legal representatives of Dr, Wil- 
liam Johonnot, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Colonel Anthony 
Walton White, deceased, was taken up on its passage; and, on 
motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, postponed until Friday 
next. 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania, on leave. from the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures inthe Department of State, made a 
report, which was laid on the table; and, together with the ac- 
companying documents, orderedto be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN moved that Senate bill, with the report of the 
House Committee on Private Land Claims thereon, to give 
effect to the Sth article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain, be re- 
ferred to the Committee ofthe Whole en the state of the Union, 
which was agreed to. 

PENSION BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, and pursuant to special orders 
the House went into committee, Mr. MeKrswan in tho Chair, 
and took up and considered the following bills, all of which, 
except those otherwise indicated, were ordered to he reported to 
the House, 

. A bill for the relief of Isaac Hilton. 

. A bill for the relief of Neil M’Neil. 

. A bill for the relief of Isaae Austin 

. A bill for the relief of Amos Thompson, 

. A bill for the relief of Daniel Davis. 

. A bill for the relief of Oliver Peck. 

. A bill for the relief of Benjamin Gannett.—This bill was 
temporarily laid aside, Mr. HASTINGS having meved to 
amend it. 

8. A bill for the relief of William. York. 

9. A bill for the relief of Huldab Taylor.—This was also laid 
aside on motion of Mr. MORGAN. 

JO. A bill for the relief of Solomon Ketcham. 

11. A bill for the relief of Anna West. 

12. A bill for the reliefof William Fitzgerald. 

13. A bill for the relief of William Jenkinson, 

l4. A bill for the reliefof Joseph Veazie. 

15. A bill for the relief of Simeon Smith, 

16. A bill for the relief of Frederick Hill. 

17. A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig. 

18. A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsly. 

19. A bill for the relief of Christopher Dennison. 

20, A bill for the relief of John McClellan. 

21. A bill for the reliefof the legal representatives of Sawney 


NEO GOP Go tO 


. A dill for the relief of Josiah Clark. 
. A bill granting a pension to. Alexander Gillis. 
A bill for the relief of Frederick Wilheid. 
A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Case. 
A bill for the relief of Simeon Moss. 
27. A dill granting a pension to Thomas West. 
. A bill granting a pension to Chauncey Rice. 
9, A bill for the henefit of Thomas Collins. 

. A bill for the benefit of Fielding Pratt. 
. A bill for thereliefof John Bosworth. 
2. A bill for the benefitof Samuel Brown. 
33. A bill granting a pension to Bradley ‘True Jipson. 
. Abill for the relief of Daniel Rardon. 
. Adil for the 1eliefof Josiah Parker. 
< A Dill for the. benefit of Charles Coffin, 
| A bill granting a pension to Josiah Westlake, 
. A bill granting a pension to George Barkley and John 
WSS A bill for the relief of Wealthy Bark À 

; ill for the relief af Wealthy Barker, widow of Isaac. 
40. A-bill for the relief of William Davis, ’ aca 
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l. A bill for the retief of William Faris. sot 
_ 4% A biil for the relicfof Josiah Strong and Samuel Remick. 
*~Liaid aside on motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont: i 
43. A biil granting a pension to James M. Edwards. | 
44. A bili for thé relief of Samuel B. Hugo. ` 
45. A bill granting a pension to Samuel J. Smith. : 
46. -A bill for the relief of Robert McBride.’ ~ ` 
47. A bill granting a pension to-Emanuel Srofe. 
48. A bill for the relief of Gilbert Sprague Fish.~ 
49, A bill for the relief of Jacob Shade: .* 
60. A bill granting a pension to WiNiam Bowman. 
51. A bill for the relief of George McFaddin. 
62, A bill granting a pension to Robert Lucas. 
53, A bill for the relief of David Wilson. - 
54, A bill for the relief of James H: Bradford. 


p53 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A bill ter the relief of James. PFrancher. 
i4. A Bill fof the relief of Ann Bloomfield. 

A pi 

& 

A 

A 

A 

A 

À. 


fof Catharine Rolins. 

for William Smith. 

iefof Frinins Hall, alias Trask. 

iH for the relief of Jamies McFarland. 

ill for the relief of James Fleming. 

ill for the relief of Tandy Walker. 

Ål granting a pension to Richaru Mall. | 

sil! g*anting 2 pertsion to Jolin R. Miaw!mtler. 
f forthe relief Myron Chapi. : 

74, A bül for the reliefof Samuel M. Asbins: 

74, A biH for the relief of Nathaniel Davis, 

75, A bill for the relief of Robert Whiter. 

76, A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd 

77, A bill granting a pension to Robert Casey. 

78. A bill ior the relief of Leonard Loomis. 

79. & bill granting a pension to Robert Frazior, 

"0. A Wi fur the relief of Sy} vester Tifany. 

X bill for the reliefof Isaac Justis. i 

bill granting a pension to Daniel W. Kinney. 

bill granting a pension to James Boylan. 


tion of Mr. ALLEN, o voni N! 
85. A bill for the velicfof Daniel B. Perkins. 
86, A bijl forthe relief of William Glover. 
&7. A bill for the relief of Eli Eastman. 
83. A bill for the relief of Elizabeth French. 
£9, A HILL for the relief of Eliphalet Spafford. — . 
50, A vill fot thé relict of Panicla Brown. —Laid aside, on mo- 


10L, A bill granting a pension to James ©. Coffin. 
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105 


a pensios 
nting a pensicn to Jacob Erb 
5. the relief of dames D, Ric 
6. A bill in favor of Lewis Match. 

137. A bill for the relief of Sarah Pemberton. 

i09. A bill granting a pension to Philip Hartman., : 

109, A bill for the relief of Eliza Causin, representative of 
Colonél Stone.—Laid aside, on motion of Mr, WILLIAMS of 
Kentucky. : x ; 

£10. A biil fer the reliéf of Joseph W. Knipe. 

HLI. A bill for the relief of Joseph Salmonds. 

112. A bill granting a pension to John Casey. : 

113. A bill granting an increase of pension to Ann Ross. 
ili. A bill tor dre relief of, Barton Hooper. ery 
115. A dill for the relief of Huidah Tucker. 7 : 
116, A-biil for the refiefof the widow of Noah Chittendon. 
117. ‘A, bill for the relief of Wiliam Collins. ' 

118. A bill granting a pension.to Gideon Sheldon.- 


119. A bill geanting a pension to Cotton Evans. 
120, A bil ne relef of Frederick Sammons. 


eth Jones and others.—Laid 
TRRC. 
ahel Kingsley, 


121, A bill for tho relief of El 
aside on mot 
IR. -A bi 


for the relief of A 


123. A bill forthe relief of Erastus Pierson. 
124. A bill relief of William Andrews. 
125. A bilt for the relief of Benjamin McCulloch. 


126. A bill granting a pension to Martha Strong. z 
127. A bill for thè siar of Marcy Richards; widow of Daniel 
Richards, deceased, : $ 
28, A biil for the relief of Eleanor Clark. 
129. A bill for the relief of Frances Chandler. . i 
130.. A bill for the relief of Ann Rewalt. n 
131. A bill granting a pènsion to Phebe Champe. 
132, A bill granting a-pension to Catherine Allen. 
133. A bill for the relies of David Metlee. 
124.. A bilt for thexeliéf of Levi M. Roberts. _ 
135. A bill for the relief of David Rollins. 
136. A bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget. 
137. `A bill for the reliëf of-Aaron Tucker. 
328. A bill for the relief öf Joseph Bailey... 
139. A bill for the relief of Isaac Gaie. 
140. A bill for the relief of William Poole. 
141. A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul. 
142. A Dill forthe relief of Weight all 
43, A Dili forthe reliefof Levi Johnston. | M 
nE ras i restoring the name-of John Davis to the pension. 


145. A bi 


146. A bill-for the reli:f of Jacob Becker. 
1472 A bill-for thé relief of Jacob Grist. - 
148:.A dill forthe of Mary. Phelps. _- 
149: A bilt for the relief-of Oliver Dorset ' 
150, A bill for'the rélief of Captaiil James unter. 


restoring the name of Jobn Lathram to the pension 


BA. A bill fet the Folief of James Railey.—Uaid aside, on mo- | 


\ bill was passed... o- 
~. On motion of Mr. TAY: 


| this morning. - 


151. A bill authorizing the payment of pension to the execu- 
tors of Robert Laird. =- - evened p 

152. A-Dill for the relief of Charles Risley, of Indiana. 

153. A bill for the relief of Letitia Crane. 

154. A bill for the relief of Matthew Wiley. 

155. A -bìH granting a pension te Stephen Appleby. 

156. A bill for the reliefuf Sylvester Nash. 

157. A bill for the relief of Levi Coimus.. - yX 

158. A bill for the relief of Simeon Knight. 

159. A bill granting a pension to Coffin Sanborn. 

120. A bill for the telief of William Sloan, 

161. A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott. 

162: A bill forthe relief of Moses Eldred. 

163, A bill for the rélief of William R: Joynes. 

164. A bill for the relief of Jacob Baugh. 

165. A bill for the velief of John England. ` 

166. A biH in favor of Lewis F. Delesdernier. 

167. A bill granting apension to Daniel H. Crockett. 

168. A bill for the relief of Miller Francis. 

169. Abil for the relief of Lieutenant Join Allison. 

170. A bill for the relief of Henry Barton. . 

171, A bill for the relief Henry Challer of New York. 

172. A bill for the relief of Charles Vater. 

173. A bili lor the relief of John Lybrook. 

174. A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith. 

175. A bill granting a pension to Job Halsey. 

176. A bill for the relief of Elisha Davis. 

177. A bill for the relief of Sibel Barnes, of Ohio. 

178. a dill granting a pension to Stephen Olney, of Warren, 
Pennsylvania. R 

179. A bill for the relief of Peter Hedrick, of North Carolina. 
180. A bill for the relief of Elisha Bently. K 

+. A bill granting a pension to William Ford, of Virginia, 
2. A bill granting a pension to Susannah Roe. 
3. A billin favor of Wm. Ferguson. 
4. A bill for the relief of Jacob Miller, of North Carolina. 
A bill granting a pension to Israel Parsons. 
A bill granting a pension to Neil Shannon, of Virginia. 
t87. A bt grantiog a pension to Thomas Maxwell, of In 


ISS. A biil for the relief of the executors of Robert McFar- 


189. A bill for the relief of Henry Bush. f a 
19. A bill grauting a pension (0 David W. Bleeth, of Vit- 


191. A bill Ín favor of Mary Snow. = 

192. A bill granting a pension to Susannah Hoa land. 

193. A bill granting a pension to Harvey Reynelde. 

494. A bill granting 3 pension to John H, Lincoln, -— — 

195.. A bill granting a pension (o Samuel Hatton, of Virginia. 

196. A bill granting a pensian to John Brown. 

197. A bill for the relie fof William A. Cuddeback. 

106.7 bill granting a pension to Phebe Weeks. 

199. A bill granting a pension to Helen Miller. 

200. A bill granting a pension to Thruston Cornell, —— 

201. A. bill for the relief of: Thomas Harrison.—Laid aside, 
on motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont. 

202. A dill for the relief of Benjamin B, Dowd. 

203. A bill granting a pension to Mary Updegroff. * 

204. A bill for the relief of Truman Kellog. A 

205. A bill for the relicf of Eunice Sanders, Jate Eunice 
Pierson. Cot 

206. An act granting a pension to David Gilmore. | 

207. A bill for the relief of Cecilia Rogan, of Virginia. 

208. A bill granting a pension to John Black, of Georgia. 

209. A bul fer ube relief of the heirs of Charles Fitzgerald, of 
Indiana. : 

210. A bill for the relief of John Keeller. 

211. A Lill for the relief of Blam Higley. 

212 A bill for the relief of Jared Winslow. | i 

213. A bill for the relief of Jobn Smith, of Virginia. 

214. A bill granting a pension to. Benjamin Durfee. 

215. A VIL granting a ponsign:to Klijah Fouchee. 

216. A bil granting g pension.to Elizabeth Durant. 

217.- A dill granting a pension to James Sayre. ods 

219. A bill granting a pension to Frances Jones, of Virginia. 

219. An act to createa ponsion agency at Montpelier, Ver- 
mont.—- Laid aside, on mouon of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont. 

220. A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray. 

221. A bill granting aponsion to James Wyman. , 

Mc. TALIAFERRO then withdrew his objection to bill 121 
in the above list; and it was then ordered to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the committee then rose and 
reported the bills acted on to the House, and had leave to sit 
again on those that were laid aside. , 

Those reported without amendment were all (with the ex- 
tion ofthe “bill for the relief of Amos Thompson,” which was. 


- excepted to by Mr. ALLEN of Ohio,) ordered to be engrossed 


or a third reading. >a : 
Those amended were also concurred in, except 591, (except: 
fed to by Mr. ALLEN of Vermont,) and they were likewise se- 
verally ordered to athird reading. , e a g 
Mr. ALLEN of Ohio withdrawing his objection to the “bill 
for the relieof Amos Thompson,” it was also ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading. 


The House then took up the “bill for the relief of Captain 
James Hunter;” and i 


Mr. ALLEN of Vermont having called for the reading of the - 
~ report, : 


Mr. FRY moved the postponement of this bill till the others 
were read a third time. and passed; which was agreed to and 

On motion. of Mr. BOON, they were all severally read a 
third time by their titles, and passed. 


"The “bill for the relief of Capt. James Ttunter” was then 


again taken up, and opposed by Messrs. ALLEN of Vermont 
and CUSHMAN, and supported by Messrs. POPE, EWING, 
GRAVES, TAYLOR, and BOON, when it was ordered toa 
third reading to-day; and the question being on its passage, | 
Mr. ALLEN of Vermont moved.a call of the House, which 
was refased; and the bill was passed. 7 
On motion of Mr. GRAVES, the title was so amended as to 


read “for the relief of Mary Hunter, wife of Captain James. 


Hunter.” i A F 
The bill for the relief ef the representatives of Colonel Antho 


ny Walton White having been postponed, the. postpoaement. 


was reconsidered, amended, by general consent, and then the 


s Housé again went into.com- 
miuee—Mr. MCKENNAN i ©) the bills laid aside 


eM one 


‘The biil for the relief of Bénjaimin Gannolt’ was al 


_ bins, Ruggles, Smith of. Indiana, Spence, Swift, T: 
Tipton, ie $ 


“cording io the motion of Mr. HASTINGS, and laid.aside to be 


reported. oa (cg Peng EN 

i ae Dil for the relief of Huldah Taylor was laid aside tem: 
norarily. ` oo £ ie Reet Sead O Paes a : 
The-bill forthe relief of. Josiah Strong and: Samuel Remick 

wags taken up, aod, after discussion, was ordered to be reported. 

` The bill for he reliéf.0f-James Bailey was again considered , 

and ordered tobe réported. . |. ft dee ue Bla arr 

. The bill for the relief of Pamela Brown wie considered, and 


- after discussion, was.ordered to be: reporte! 


The bill granting a pension:to Michael McCray. was laid aaidé: 
` The bill for theyeliefof Eliza Causin; representative of Colo: 
nel Stone; was:amended, and ordered to be reported, 
The bill for, the relief of Thoinas Haarison’ was taken. up,and 
the enacting clause was stricken out. >. eek Ee Sia 
On A cis of Mr. BOND;-the ‘committee: then ‘rose and re- 
orted. A . TRE 
The SPEAKER presented a communication from the Secre- 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution of the House, contain. 
ing a statement of the amount of additional allowance pro- 
posed to be made to the.Cherokees, as follows: ` 
‘DEPARTMENT OF War, May 25, 1838. 
Sır: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives of. the 23d instant,.requiring a statement of the 
amount that will. be required forthe additional allowance pros 
posed to'be made to the Cherokees, I have the honor to:present 
the following estimate: * 
The payment of the expenses of removing the remaining Che- 
rokees, estimated at 15,840, at $30 a head - $475,200 00 
Amount applicable to.that purpose 6. - - ~ 39,300.00 
Ralance to be provided for, - ` . - < = 8335,90 00 
If it should be deemed proper to make any further ` 
provision for the payment of the subsistence of 
the emigrants for one year after their arrival in 
the West, it will require, estimating the whole 
number at 18,835, thereby including those who 
have already emigrated, and allowing the amount 
stipulated to be paid by treaty, viz: $33.33 a head 
Add for contingencies, under estimates, both of 
number to be removed, and of expenses to bein- 
curred ~ te tte Me - 100,000 00 
The amount of the annuities, payment of which. is 
asked for by the deputation, will be roe Ts 83,830 C0. 


$1,020,385 65 


611,105 95 


Very respectfully, your ob’t aery’t, 


J.R. POINSETT. «. 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


And the communicaicn was ordered to bo laid on the table, 
and printed. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 

The House then adjourned. 


Ilon. J. K. Porx, 


_ IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, May 26, 1838." . f 
The following bilis from the House were severally read twice, 
and referred: 
The biil for the relief of the legal representatives of Johri 
Barnes, deceased. 
The bill for the relief of the children and heirs of Col. Henry 


Irwin. taei 
The bill for the xelief of the heirs of Lieutenant. Colonel Rich- 
ard Campbell. 2 . SE AY seg 

The bill for the relief of the children and heirs at Jaw of John 
Chilton, deceased.) ©- 005 no a ee : 

The bill to authorize the payment ofthe seven:years’ half 
pay due on account of the Revolutionaiy services of Thomas 
IL Boyle, deceased. ; ogee EET D A 

The bill to authorize the payment of the seven. years’ half 
pay due on account. of the Revolutionary. services-of John Mes 
Clellan, deceased. -. k i 
- The bill for the reliefof the heirs at law of Joshua Fanning, 
deceased. i : 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
Chatles Sneed, deceaséd. i 3 

The bill for the relief of the. legal representatives of Daniel 
Williams, deceased. : 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of William 
Hooker Smith, deceased. ae : 

The bill for the relief of Crawford Johnson. 
. The bill-for the relief of thé heirs of William B. Munding. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Timothy 
Feeley, deceased. - Hs : te 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Doctor 
William Johonnot, deceased. è 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution: sub- 
mitted by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, to make bank notes receiva- 
ble and payable in the receipts and-expenditures ofthe Govern: 
ment. p F a ee 

Aftersome remarks from Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, CAL-- 
HOUN, SEVIER, RIVES, NILES and WRIGHT, the'queéstion 
was.taken on Mr. Cuay’s motion to strike out the last clause of. 
the resolution, making bank notes payable in the expénditures 
of the Government, and carried—yeas 44, nays 1, as follows: ~ 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Renton; Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Aibama, Clay of Kentucky, Claytony Criten:. 
den, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Ring, Lion 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Noi veil, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Robbing Ruggles, Gp- 
vier. roith of Connecticut, Smith of lndiana, Spence, Strange, — 
et Trotter, Webster, White, Williams, Wright ang Young— 


NAY—Mr.Tipton—1, ieee ors 
The question was then taken on Mi. WRIGHT'S motion to 


`-strike out the second clause of the resolution, which Makes ihe 


reception of bank notes imperative, and decided—yeas 28, nays 
19, as follows: zeae SB d we 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown; 


Buchanan, Calhoun, 


- Clay of Alabama, Cuhbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubtard, King, 
: inn, Lumpkin, Lyon Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles,’ Noy- 
- vell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 


+ 


: Trotter, Williams, Wright and Young—28... . 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay -of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit: 
tenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick; Prentiss, Preston; Rives, Rob: 
Imadge, 


febster, and White—19.0 i54: < i 
The decision of thetwo foregoing qusstions leaves the res 


413 


ludon és amended by Mr- WEB 
the Specié circular. = ees cane 
Mr. MORRIS then addrasséd. the Senate. al some length-in 
opposition to the resolution; and .afier.some remarks from. 
Messrs. WEBSTER, KING, and SEVIER, eee ae 
Mr. M. submitted the following amendment. pata 
; Arit should the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance of 
the discretion vested in him by a resolution of Congress, passed 
on the thirtieth of April, eighteen hundred aad sixte¢n, deem 


it expedient and proper to receive in payment to the United. - 


States, on account of any sum or sums of mone accruing o 
becoming payable to the same, the note or notes oí any bank Sk 
banks which are made payable. and paid on demand hy such 
bank or banks in the legal currency ofthe United States, the 
said Secretary shall receive such notes only, and none other as. 
are authorized by law to be offered in payment in any case in 
which money isto be paid by the United States; and it shall: be 
the further duty of the Secretary to cause all such notes to be 
presented at the respective bank or banks for payment monthly, 
or oftener, should he think it proper to do so; and on receiving 
such payments, may cause the same tobe deposited as a special 
deposite in such bank or otherwise, as maybe directed by Jaw. 
or as the said Secretary may think necessary and Proper, so to 
remain for the use and benefit of the United States, until drawn 
therefrom by order of the said Secretary; ans no bank note or 
notes shall be received by said Secretary of any bank which 
shall issue notes of a_les$ denomination than five doilars or 
which bank shall not be within miles of the place 
Wie pron note is offered in payment.” 
r. moved an adjournment: ied— 5 

noes Paneera a adjournment: not carried—ayes 15, 

After some remarks from Messrs, STRA Q 0 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, NGE anil ALLEN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
xo Monday, May 28, 1833. 
ge HAYNES, on leave, presented a petition for a post route, 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, presente: apers in rela- 
tion toa private claim. TP T somo.papers inola 
i Resolutions were then. called for, and were presented as fol- 
ws: 

Mr. PETRIKIN offered the following resolution, which, un- 
der the rule, lies over for one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee for. the District of Columbia 
be instructed to call upon the several banks within said Dis- 
trict, who are now asking for an extension of their charters, to 
furnish the said commiteee, for the information of this House 
statements of the situation of said banks, on the first day of 
this month, and give such information as will distincdy show 
their actual condition on saiel day. 

Resolved, That said banks be called upon by said commit- 
tee for alist of the names of the presidents, cashiers, directors, 
and other officers of said banks respectively, with the amounts 
due from each of said officers to sail banks, either as drawer or 
endorser, with the date of the original indebtedness of said offi- 
cers to such bank. 

Resolved, That the said banks be called upon by said com- 

mittee for a list ofamounts due from members of Congress, 
with the name of each member, and whether drawer or endor- 
ser, ‘and the date of the original loan and indebtedness. 
_ Mc. HENRY presented an amendment, which ho stated he 
intended to offer to the bill, No, 802, reported by the Gomimit- 
tee onthe Post Office and Post Roads; which was read, laid on 
ihe table, and. ordered to be printed; which was as follows: 

“That newspapers shall be carried in the mail free of post- 
age within the ‘limits and bounds of-the respective counties 
where the same are printed and published.” 

„Me RUSSELL offered the following resolution, which 
giving rise to debate, lies over for one day: - 

Resolved, That the Commiues of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing sv much of 
the Sthsection of the act entitled “An act to regulate die depositess 
ofthe public. moneys,’’: passed the, 23d of June, 1836, as prohi 
bits receiving in payment of dues to the Government, and dis 
berging the same, the billa of specie paying banks, which issue 
notes or bills ofa less denomination than five dollars. And, 
also, s0 much ofthe 2d section of the act entided SAn act na- 
king appropriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United #tates for the year 1836,” passed 
April 14, 1836, as prohibits the issuing in payment by any of 
ficer or Department of the Government, the notes or bilis of 
specie paying banks of a less denomination than twenty dollars 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, That the Cominitiee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of placing on the rell of Revo- 
lautionary Pensions, the name of Abraham Storer, of North 
Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, 

Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a pest route from Leagie’s Store, via Peter Warlick’s 
Store, to Mulegrove, in Lincoin county, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr, BOND, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House any information be may 
have relative toa claim of certain citizens of the United States 
upon the Government of Holland, growing out of the seizure of 
the ship Mary and cargo, of Baltimore, during the year 1800; 
and that he be further requested to transmit to this House any 
communications. which have been xeceived from our Charge 
d’ Affaires at the Hague, relative to this claim, which he may 
not.deem:injurious to the public interest to communicate. 

dcesolved, That.the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate'to this House copies of all letters, communica- 
tions, documents, and..correspondence which have passed be- 
tween him and the naval commissioners, naval constructors, 
and all other officers'and persons, relative to the construction, 
building, and equipment of the steam frigate Fulton, now at the 
navy yard at. Washington, and also stateto the House the cost 
of the said-vessel and equipments, designating separately the 
cost of.the hull, engines, and boilers. 

On motion-of Mr. HAMMOND, i 

Resolved, Vhat.the Comroittee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be requested:to ibguire-into the expediency.of placing upon the 
pension roll Mrs. Rachel McCay, widow of Neal McCay, a Re- 
volutionary soldier, ~ pols ? 

On. mọtian of Mr. POFTER, >. P 

Resolved, Fhat mmittee On. Revolutionary Pensions 
be requested va inquire-intorthe expediency- of placing upon 


‘in effect to repeal 


ihe pension roll the namé of Samuel Jordan, of Northumberland 


county, Pennsylvania; for-services during the Revolutionary 
WaT. igr s iS 


giving rise to debate, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee. oa Public Buildings and . 


Grounds be instructed to inquire into:the expediency of causing 
a full length portrait of each President of the United States, to. 
be erected by. an American artist, and-piaced in the Presiden- 
tial mansion;. also, to inquire into the expediency of procuring 
busts of each of said Presidents, to be. placed in a suitable 
apartment within the Capitol; and, also, to inquire into the 
expediency. of designating a suitable apartment in the Capitol, 
or other fire-proof public building, in which to deposit the 
flags and trophies captured from our enemies, together with, 
any valuable relics belonging to the General Government, or 
presents received from foreign Governments or individuals. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, - 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to cause a monument 
to be erected in the Congressional burial ground, in Washing- 
ton, to the memory of Colonel James Gillespie, a member of 
the House of Representatives of the United States for the State 
of North Carolina, who died at the seat of Government, in the 
discharge of his official duties, on the 10th January, 1805. Also, 
a monument to the memory of of Naisworthy Hanter, Delegate 
from Mississippi, who died atthe scat of Government on the 
llth March, 1802; which monuments shall be after the fashion, 
and of the materials, of those erected to the memory of mem- 
bers of Congress who have since died at the seat of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. SNYDER offered tho following resolution, which was 
considered by the House and rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
Military Academy at West Point. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into. the expediency of establish- 
img a post route from Salem, by Martin’s Ferry, to Greenville, 
and from Salem to Ewington, in Flinois. 

On motion of Mr. YORKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection of a breakwater on Crow shoals, at Cape May 
roads, in Delaware bay- 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That all the resolutions of State Legislatures, peti- 
tions and memorials relating to the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, presented at tho late and present sessions of Con- 
and jajd on the table, be referred to the Committee on 
n Relations, to whioh the resolutions of the Legislature 
gach usetts, add sundry petitions against the said annexa- 
tion, have alveady been referred. 

On motion of My. JOS. Jo. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roata he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a mail route from Maryville, Tennessee, to Dalilonega, Ga. 
via Montvale Springs, Te. 

On motion of Mr, UNTER of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the drh day of June next be set apart for the 
consideration of the bill, 394, Co provide for certain harbors, ote. ; 
and atso bill 766, waking appropriations for the improvement 
of certain harbors therein mentioned, and for the surveys of 
certain harbors forthe year 1838: rejected. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the con- 
struction of an armed steam vessel on Lake Erie, to aid in more 
effectually enforcing our revenue regulations, in maintaining 
the stpronmey of the kus, in preserving the public peace, and 
in repelling hostile invasion. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making Delphi, in the State of 
Indiana, a port of entry. 

On motion of Mr. CUSINNG, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed, if in bis judgment not incompatible with dhe public inte- 
reat, to Communicate to the House the procecdings of the Com- 
misciuners appointed under the Uih article of the treaty of 
Ghent, to fix and determine the boundary between the United 
States and the possessions of Great Britain in North America, 
from the foot ofthe Neebish rapids, as fixed under the 6th ar- 
ticle of the said treaty, to the northwesternmost point of the 
Li f the Woods; and alsa te communicate to the House the 
correspondence if any, Which the two Governments may have 
had in relation to the disagveeing reports of said Commissioner, 
and any other information in possession of the Executive on the 
sanie subject. 


Mr. BRIGGS offered the following resolution, which under 
the rule, lios over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee om the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency (of obtaining from Mr. Catlin, an 
American artist, his original Indian portraits, now being ex- 
exhibited in this city; which were taken by him during seven 
years’ travel and residence amongst thirty-eight diferent na- 
tions; and also, to ascertain from Mr, Catlin upon what terms 
they may be possessed by the Government. to be preserved as 
memorials of the native tribes which they represent. 

On motion of My. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, Thai the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route trom Dresden, via Hunter and Pound’s Store, 
in O'Brien county, Winton, in Gibson county, and Ridley 
Jones, in Dyer county, to Dyersburg, in the State of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to consider the expediency of directing an immediate distri- 
bution of the arms and equipments now deposited in the several 
armorics and arsenals of the United States. to the several States 
and Territories thereof, in conformity to the act of Congress of. 
April 23d,/1808, so far asthesame can be done without prejudice 
to the public service. ’ nee g 

Mr. HARLAN offered the following resolution, which, causing 
dehate, lies over under the rule. > >, = 

Resolved by the Senute and House of Representatives of. 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the next session-of the present Congtess shall commence on the- 
first Monday of November next. - ae ; 

Mr. BOON offered the following resolu 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolution, which - 


‘Being made toite consideration atthat time, lies over under the 


Tule: Ces ae 

Resolved, The Senate concurring therein, that.the: Speaker 
of the House of: Representatives, andthe President of the Se- 
nate, close the present session of Congress by an adjournment - 
of the two Houses over which they preside, respectively, On, 
the first Monday of July next. S 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pest Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of incieasing 
the compensation of the postmaster at ‘Mount Willing, in the 
Btate of Louisiana. - à 

On motion of Mr. ALEXANDER, Mo a . 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
consider the expediency of making.an appropriation for aiding 
in watering Pennsylvania avenue. 

On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, , ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing an examina- 
tion and survey of the situations in and near Prorcoe, in the 
county of Coshocton, and Bolivar, in the eounty: of Tuscara. 
was, in the State of Ohio, two poinis upon the Ohio and Erie 
Canal, with a view tothe establishment ofa national armory. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky submitted the following pre» 
ambleand resolutions: £ 

Whereas, the opinion isentertained by many mernbersof the 
House of Representatives who voted against the issuing of 
Treasury notes, thatit isthe intention of the Administration to 
fix upon the country a Government bank; and that the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes isthe commencement or foundation upon 
which a Government bank, or something nearly approaching 
thereto, is to be erected and established: , 

And whereas, in the opinion of those who opposed the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes, that there is not any thing more to be 
deprecated than the establishment of a Government bank, or 
the issuing of ‘treasury notes as the medium or Currency for 
the people andthe Gevernment. Therefore . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
they deprecate and condemn, in the strongest terms, the issuing 
of Treasury notes with a view or intention to fix upon the 
country and the Government a Government paper currency or 
medium of circulation, in lieu of gold and silver, or the bank 
paper of specie paying banks, g 

esolved further, That they deprecate and condemn, in 
terms equally strong, any attempt, either directly or indirectly, 
to establish a Government bank, or any institution that ap- 
proaches thereto, oy in anywise resembles, or has the appear- 
ance orcoloring of a Government bank. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked that the resolution be now. consi- 
dered. 

Mr, CUSHMAN expressing an intention of addressing the 
House thereupon, 

The CHAIR said the resolution must, therefore, undei tho 
rule, lie over. 7 

Mr. WILLIAMS thereupon moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked lor the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were— 
yeas 81, nays &t. 

So the House refused to suspend. 

Mr. HAYNES submitted the following preamble and reso- 
lutions: 

Whereas, cach of the States of this Union has a right to par- 
ticipate in the public lands, (hé common fund for their use and 
benefit, according to their respective proportions in the general 
charge and expenditure, j 

Resolved, That as the public Jands constitute a` revenue 
fund, subject to the said principle of distribution, and as taxes 
are levied upon the people, and not upon the States as such, 
that any distribution which may be made of those lands should 
be made among the citizens of the several States and Territo: 
ries of the Union, according to the principle by which direct 
taxes are regulated by the Constitution; and that a select com- 
mittee be appointed, with instructions to report a bill making 
an apportionment of all the public lands of the United States 
among the ciizens of the several States and Territories, accord- 
ing to the ratio by which direct taxes are apportioned among 
them. 

Objection being made to its consideration at that time, Mr. 
Haynes moved a suspension of the rule; which was not agreed 
to, it consequently lies over under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire, 

Resolved, That the message of the President of the United 
States, communicated to this House on the 14th February, 1837, 
transmitting a claim of the State of New Hampshire for reim- 
bursement of expenses incurred “by that State in maintaining 
jurisdiction. over that portion of its territory north ef the 45th 
degree of latitude, known by the name of Indian Stream Settle- 
ment, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


On motion of Mr, CAMPBELL of South Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for 
the payment of expenses incurred, and supplies Iurnished, on 
account of the battalion of Sonth Carolina Militia, received into 
the service of the United States for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida, during part of the campaign of 1887, 

Mr. MERCER submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of vesting the power of appoint- 
ing the attorneys. marshals, and district of the several 
courts of the United States, in the Judges thereof: That the 
Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of vesting the power of appointing and remo- 
ving the several officers of the Customs in ‘the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the restriction that he shall. in the case of every 
removal transmit to Congress his reasons-therefor:- And that 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of causing the salary of the 
Postmaster General to be reduced to the sum of $3,500 per 
annum, to take effect whenever a vacancy shall occur in said 
office; and of requiring that officer, on-his removal of any: de- 
puty ftom his office; to transmit to Congress his reasons | 
therefor. Bo f 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of New York, 
` Resolved, That the National Foundry Committee be instruc- 
ted to inquire into the expediency of establishing a National 
Foundry on „he Budson river, ator near Newburg, in ihe State 
of New York. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
report to. this House what alterations, if any, are contemplated 
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in the steam battery Fulton, now at the navy yard iri this city. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, G y 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port ofentry: at 
Vincennes, State of Indiana. ~ 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to mquire into the expediency of placing the name 
of Mrs. Margaret Judd on the pension roll. : 

On motion of Mr. MOORE, -> À 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be te. 


quested to lay before this House, so far as the public interest 
will permit, copies of the correspondence and documents now 
on the files of the Department of State, having relation toa 
claim of the orphan children of Peter Shackerly, a-seaman or 
carpenter, who was killed on board the U. $. ship Chesapeake 
when attacked by the British ship of war Leopard; on the 22d 
of June, 1807, which claim is alleged to he embraced by the 


overture made by the British Government, through Mr. Foster, ` 


its minister, of Novembet 1, 1811, to provide for the families of 
those who were slain on that occasion; which overture was for- 
mally accepted by the United States, ina communication from 
Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster, of November 12, 1511. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 


quested to cause to be commnunicsted to this House, if not in-- 


compatible with the public interest, any correspondence not 
heretofore. communicated, between this Government and that of 
the Republic of Texas; and also with the Government of any 
other country, relating to the annexation of the’said Republic of 
Texas to the United States, and to inform this House’ whether 
the application from the said Government of Texas to the 
United States for admission to this Union, has been with- 
drawn. eet ca : si x% 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, n 

Resolved. That the. Committee on the Public Buildings be 
directed to inguire into the expediency of authorizing the Pre- 
sident ofthe United States to contract with John Fearee for 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson, to be placed in the Library of Con- 

Tess,\ s 
$ On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the issue of land scrip in favor of Elizabeth Hamilton, widow, 
and the other heirs at law of Alexander Hamilton, who was a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Revolutionary army, in satisfaction of 
a land warrant issued to her and them, dated the 80th July, 1813, 
and numbered 622; which land: warrant has been lost; and, as 


j > 
appears by a certificate of the Commissioner ofthe Land Office, 


has néver been satisfied. - : ; 

Cn motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPHERD, of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary ‘Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the establishment of a pension agency at Salem, North 
Carolina. s ` t : 
© Mr: UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky, offered the following re- 
solution, which, under the rules, ‘liesover: ` : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the notes of specie,paying banks incorporated by the several 
States, payable: on demand at their several banking houses, 
shall be received in discharge of all sums of money due the 
United States, whether for land or any other matter or thing 
whatever, under the following regulations and restrictions, to 
wit i 

1. The notes of no hank shall be received which does not own 
and keep in its vaults half as much specie asit has notes in cir- 
culation. 

2. The notesof banks which have a capital of $2,000,000 ace 
tually paid in,.s:all be received by all collecting and receiving 
officers throughout the United States. ` 

3. The notes or banks which have a eapital of $1,000,000 ac- 
tually paid in, and less than $2,000,000 actually paid in, shall 
‘be received by the collecting and receiving officers -within the 
States in which the banks respectively are located. 

4, The notes of banks which have a capital of Jess than 
$1,000,000, may be received, atthe discretion of the Secre:ary 
of the ‘Treasury, within the States wherein they are respec- 
tively located; but this discretion shall in no case. authorize the 
receipt of the notes of any such bank which does not own and 
keep.upin its vaults specie to the one-half of the amount of its 
notes in circulation. i 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall from 


time to time instruct the receiving and collecting officers of the 
Government what bank notes they shall receive, uader the re- 
guiations aforesaid; and the said Secretary shall not direct the 
receipt of the notesofany hank until such Lank has fully report- 
ed its condition, and shown its ability to meet the foregoing re- 
quirements; and if any bank refuses to give satisfactory informa» 
tion in regard to its condition, from time te time, as the Se- 
cretary may require, or if it shall appear, at day time, 
that the directors of any bank, whose notes are made receivable, 
permit the ratio between its specie and circulation above pre- 


scribed to be destroyed, without. taking immediate and efficient - 


measures to restore and keep it up, it shall be the duty of the 
. Secretary of the Treasury to cause the receipt of the notes of 
such bank in payment to the United States to bediscontinued. 
On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, ee i 
Resolved; That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to the House an account of the moneys re- 
ceived by him.from the French Government, and transferred 
_to the United States by authority of the act of July 13, 1832, 
entitled “An act to carry into effect the convention betweeu the 
United Srates.and his Majesty. the King of the French, conclud. 
ed at Parison the 4th of July, 1531,” showing the gross amount 
s Several inalaltnents of indemnity, with interest thereon, 
as paid by the French Government, in execution of said con- 
vention; the mode and medium of transferring the same-to the 
United States; the. expenses’ or other deduesions sustained in 
making said transfers and the nett proceeds thereof payable and 
paid to the parties entjded in virtue of the award of the com- 
miss Oners appointed under said convention. : 
On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, it was” i 
Resolved, 'That the Secretary of State bë directed to com- 
miunicate to this House whether there is, or not; evidence on 
file in. the Department of State, showing that the Government 
= of Spain, after the treaty of St. Hdefonso, concluded ‘on the first 
day of October, an the year. 1800. between Spain and France, 
did not continue to claim all thé Territo ‘south of the Bist de- 
gree of north. latitude, and east:and. north’ of the island of Or- 


leans, lying “between: the: Mississippi- and Perd 
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forming a part of the province of West Florida, until the exe-~ 
cution of the treaty between Spain and the United States on the’ 
22a day of the month of February, 1819; and whether. Spain 


| did not continue to hold possession of said territory,and exercise- 


actual jurisdiction over the said, until about the year 1810: - 
also, whether there is, ornot, evidence on file showing that the 
Government: of the United States 
agairist the claim or right set up by France to the aforesaid ter- 
ritory, under the treaty of St. lidefonso, prior to the execution 
of the treaty between France and the United States on the 30th 
day of April, 1803,. ceding Louisiana; and, if any such ocu- 
ments or eviderice-do exist, that then the said Secretary com- 
munitate the same to this~House, together with all the docu- 
ments on file showing the time and manner of taking posses- 
sion ofsaid territory by the United States. a j 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was . i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
were referred certain resolutions and petitions on the subject of 
requiring terms of the District Court for the Northern District 
of New York to be held in the Western and Northern -parts of 

| said State, be requested to report on said resolutions and pe- 
titions with all convenient. speed. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CAMPBEL: : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed toin- 
quire into the expediency of paying the staff of the Governor 
of the State of Tennessee, who were engaged in organizing the 
various calls for volunteers, made upon said Governor by the 
Secretary of War and General Gaines, during the yeay 1836, 
according to the respective rank of each, under the laws of the 
State of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
frons Clayton, in Barbour coun y, via Feagan’s Store to Crock- 
cttsville, and from thence to Salem, in Russell county. Also, 
a route from Rockford, via Locka Factory to the Georgia Store, 
in Talapoosa county. Also, a route from Columbus, Ga. to 
Fort Mitchell, thence to Natural Bridge, thence to Sand Fort, 
thence to Uchee P. O. thence to Fort Bainbridge, and from 
thence to Feagan’s Store. Also, from Tuskegee to Auburn, 
thence to Mount Jefferson and to Cupetab. Also, a route 
from Irvinton, by the most direct route to Stockton, 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a mail route from Gaston,in North Carolina, by Henderson to 
Raleigh; also, fram Henderson to Williamsboro. 

On motion of Mr. BEEE, j ` 

Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency ‘of establishing a post route 
leading from Gallatin, in the county of. Sumner, by Lagado 
Academy, in the county of Wilson, to Murfreesboro, in the 
county of Rutherford, in the State of Tennessee. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented as follows: 


z ` FLORIDA, 

Ry Mr. DOWNING. 

[Mr. Downine presented the petition of John Cayford, pray- 
ing compensation for services performed under a contract with 
Captain Hills, &e, “Also, additional evidence, &c: showing the 
necessity for a light-house at Cape St. Blas: referred to. the 
committee who have that subject under consideration.) 

MICHIGAN. : 

Mr, CRARY. 


(Mv. Crary presented a petition for a mail ronte from Dex- 
ter to the county seat of Eaton county; as also fora mail route 
from Lyons to Grand Rapids; also, a joint resolution of the 


Legislature of Michigan in relation to the public tands.] 


: INDIANA. 

Mr. WHITE. ; 

(Mr. Warre presented the petition of C. B. Simangm and 
others, citizens of Kosciusko county, Indiana, praying relief to 
Daniel Webb, Janies Comstock, and Joab Comstock, whose 
title to lands purchased from the Governmenthas been defeated: 
by the location of an Indian reserve.} 


i LOUISIANA. 
Mr. GARLAND. 
: ‘OHIO. 

Messrs.. BOND and HUNTER. 

{Mc. Hunrsr presented the petition of Christian Miller and 
others, and Samuel McGaughey and others, asking for the re- 
-peal of so'much of the post office law. asto take off the postage 
on papers carried by mail to any office within the county in 
which they are published. ] È - 


KENTUCKY. 
Mr. RUMSEY. — 


GEORGIA. 
Mr. OWENS. Bt a 
IMr. Owens presented the memorial of citizens of Jefferson- 
ton, State of Georgia, praying the establishment of buoys in St. 
Andrew’s Sound, in said State.] f : 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. , 
VIRGINIA. 


‘Messrs. HOPKINS and JOHNSON, ie 

(Mr. Jounson presented the petitions of Evan Thomas, John 
Gooding, and others, for pensions, which were appropriately 
referred. ] , 

, N MARYLAND. 

Messrs. WORTHINGTON and JOHNSON. , i 

[Mr. Worturncton moved that the petition of David R. 
Whiteby, a soldier of the Jate war, asking to be placed on the 
list of invalid pensioners, he recommitted to to the Commitee 
on Invalid Pensions, which was agreed.to.] i 

S e PENNSYLVANIA. ages 

Mersis, PAYNTER, DAVIS, KEIM, NAYLOR, TOLAND, 
BEATTY, and OGLE. i ee 

Mr. Kem presented the petition of Michael Seitzinger, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, praying for a pension.} ` J 

(Mr Bearty presented two petitions, one in favor ofa Me 
; Adamized road from the National road to the hafbor of Erie, 
Pennsylvania; and the other the petition of Mary Sbrayer, -wi- 
dow.of Mathias Shrayer, a Revoluuonary soldier, praying for 


relief.} i 
f NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. HALSTEAD. 5 eng Se Se : 
NEW YORK: > X 


Messrs. PATTERSON; PECK, BRONSON, CLARK, TAY- 
LOR, and DEGRAFR = ee diis e 

[Mr. Bronson presented the, petition of sigty-eight-citizens 
of Jefferson county, -ini relation’ to the Cherokee: treaty, abd 


ido: rivers, as i praying that the rights ofthe Cherokees may be respected, and 


rotested or remonstrated i` 


that the alleged treaty may nof be executed by. force;.and mov- 
ed its reference to the Committee on fhe Union having. charge 
of the Indian Appropriation bill. ] Pee sack E ao 
Mr: HAYNES moved io lay it on the table; whereupon 
-Mr. BRONSON: called for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. ADAMS appealed to the 
to lay on the table -~ 

Mr. HAYNES declined, arid the question being then taken 
was decided inthe affirmative—yeas 101;nays74.° 0) 0 

“So the memorial was Jaid on the table. att te 
` [Mr TayLoR presented the petition of 52 inhabitants of the 


mover to withdraw the ‘motion 


county of Onondaga, in relation to the late duel.) 


. «., | VERMONT, 
Mr. ALLEN. ~ s ERS . 
(Mr. ALLEN: presented the petition of Merrill Pittsburg, pray- 
ing for arrears of pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions. } ; 
a MASSACHUSETTS. p 
- Messrs.: REED, -GRENNELL, CALHOUN, HASTINGS, 
ADAMS, and CUSHING, ` ee ` 
[Mr. HAastincs presented the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts on the right of petition, protesting against the 
resolution of this House of the 2ist of December last, ‘as an as- 
sumption of power, in violation of the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion, subversive of the fundamental principles of our free in- 
stitutions, at war with the prerogatives of the people, destruc- 
tive of the relations between them and their representatives, 


| -derogatory to the dignity and rights of the States, and dange- 
‚rous to the Union; and moved that they be referred to a:sclect 


committee, and be printed. 

Mr. DromcooLe moved to lay the resolutions upon the table; 
and upon this motion, eth a", : 

Mr, Hastines called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and tor the reading’of the resolutions. g 

And the resolutions having heen read, were laid upon the ta- 
ble--yeas 110, nays 59. pe : 

Mr, Apams renewed the motion that the resolutions be 
printed; which > - os ae 

The Speaker decided was not in erder, as the resolutions had 


_ been laid upon the table.] . 


(Mr. Cusnine presented anew the resolves of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts on the right of petition, which had been pre- 
viously presented by Mr. Hastings, for the purpose,of moving 
that the resolutions be printed for the use of the House which 
was ordered accordingly ; and the resolves were then, on, mo- 
tion of Mr. Haynes of Georgia, laid onthe table.) 

: NEW HAMPSHIRE, ` 

Mr, FARRINGTON. ao 5 eee : 

(Mr. Farrincton presented the petition of Judith Libbey, of 
Gilmanton, New Hampshire, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Revulutionary Pensions’ “Also, the péti- 
tion of Pearson Cogswell and others, for a mail route ‘in New 
Hampshire: referred to ‘the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.] s 

MAINE. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD. 

Petitions were then further presented by Mr. WHITTLE- 
SEY of Ohio, Messrs. CARTER and STONE of Tennessee, 
and Mr, JOHNSON of Louisiana. 3 

IMr. Srone presented the petition of Captain Clabourn Gatt 
and 32 others, citizens of Marion.co. Tenn. praying for the esta 
blishment of a mail route from Pikeville, in Bledsoe co. Tenn. 
via Hensons, Billiards, Rankin’s Ferry, òn the Tennessee river, 
to ¥quirreltown, in Dade co. Ga.: referred 10 the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads.] ‘ 

Mr. BELL, on leave, from the Commmittee.on Indian Affairs, 
reported an amendment to the Indian appřopriation bill, which 
was referred to. the same Committee of the Whole ön the'state 
of the Union having charge of that bill: COR a 

Mr. B.. also reported the following’ resolution; which was 
concurred in: ‘ > ` 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War'communicatë to the 
House any information in his Department showing the value of 
Cherokee improvements assessed under the treaty of 1835, and 
that hg also state what amount of money has already been paid 
for said improvements; whether the improvements of that por- 
tton of the Cherokees, who have.heretafore opposed the execu- 


tion of said treaty, have been examined, and the value thereof 


assessed, and whether any, and what, portion of the value of 


‘said improvements has been paid, and “in what manner; distin- 


guishing the amount paid to the Cherokees who have emigrat- 
ed, for improvements, with the amount deducted therefrom for 
thsit debts;. and the amount paid on account of the spoliations 
of such. Cherokees; and thathe also state the estimated balance 
of the five millions stipulated to be paid by said treaty, which 
willremain to be provided according to its provisions. 

Mr.BOULDIN made an ineffectual effort to cal! up the bill in 
yelation to the District banks, : ‘ 

fi - INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG nioved that the. House: again go into 
Committee on the Union on the “bill making appropriations for 
preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, 
and for arrearages for 1837,” but, it being objected to,’ < 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules, which prevailed, 108 
to 40, and the House accordingly went into committee, Mr. 
Howanr in the chair, on thé above bill, ; : 

The question wae. on the following amendment submitted on 
Monday last by Mx. BELL, by adding to the end of the bill the 

olowing: ie í 

“Provided, That, if the President shall ascertain that all dis- 
content and further oppositicn on the part of any portion of the 
Cherokee Indians to the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty- 
five can be allayed or avoided, by allowing an.additional-com- 
pensation for the lands ceded to the United States by the said 
treaty, and that the Government: may thereby be saved the 
expense of keeping on foot the Jarge military force in the Che. 
rokee country now contemplated, he is hereby authorized to 
apply two millions of the sum appropriatéd by this act to that 
object. . UAE is 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina, concluded his remarks. 
contending for the correctness of the policy of removing the 
Indians beyond the Mississippi, and for the fulfilment of the 
treaty with ali reasonable haste. He. did not object to any ne- 
cessary and reasonable postponement of the removal. but pro- 
tested against the propriety of-the- interference recently” made 
he Executive. : i 


r. HAYNES went fally andin detail into the history of the 
legislation of the State of Georgia and of the United’ States, 
with an account of thevarious treaties and stipulations made 
between the State and the United States, and between the United 


Staes- and the Cherokees, together With the-action ora 
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gislature of that State, down to the present time, and after 


proceeding for some time, gave way to Mr- UNDERWOOD, on 
whose motion the committee. rose. 

The SPEAKER. laid -before the. House a report of the 
survey of parcof the Dismal. Swamp canal; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. MERCER, was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canala; and, on motien uf Mr. McKAY, ordered to be 

rined, : 

a On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the House went 
into committee—Mr. MONTGOMERY in the’ Chair, on the 
“pill to require the District Judge of the- East and West Dis- 
trict of Tennessee to hold a court at Jackson, in said State.” 

Mr. CROCKETT moved.an additional section; which, after 
some remarks from Messrs. GARLAND, FILLMORE, end 
CUSHMAN, was agreed to, and the committee rose and report- 
edthe amendment, concurred in, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading to-morrow. 

On motion, ng 

The House adjourned. 


_ IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 28, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Secretary of 
War, made in cotmphance with the resolution of the 24th inst. 
requiring information whether any answer hag been received 
from John Ross and his associates of the Cherokee delegation 
to the proposals made to them by the department, aad commu- 
nicated to thé Senate on the —~ instant. The report states 
that no answer has been received. x 

On motion of Mr. WHITE; it was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, y 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Postmaster 
General, in compliance with the resolution of the 23d instant, 
stating that, having-no legal authority to require the receipt of 
bank notes by the postmasters, he had issued no instructions to 
then to that effect; but that he understood that the postmasters 
had been receiving the notes of such banks as paid specie onde- 
mand: laid onthe table and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Treasury 
Department, in answer to the resolution of the 26ch February, 
transmitting tables showing the rates of foreign and domestic 


exchange, and the prices of bank notes; which, on motion of 


ar. BENTON, was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

A number of private bills from the Jouse were passed through 
their first and second readings, and referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented, at the request of Lucius W. 
Stockton, the memorial of William B. Stokes, surviving partner 
of Stockton and Stokes, praying to be remunerated for losses 
sustained in consequence of the refusal of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral to pay the award of the Solicitor of the Treasury: referred 
to the Commiirtee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented the petition of a large num- 
ber of citizens of Alabama, praying the establishment of a mail 
routo referre to the Committee on, the Post Office and Post 

oads. i 

Mr. C. also presented, the petitionof a number of citizens of 
Cherokee county, Alabama, praying thata quantity of land may 
be granted them, to.aid in the erection of the public buildings 
for the seat ofjuatice of said county: referred to. the Committee 
on Public Lands, ; E : , 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials from a number 


of the citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the Chie- - 


rokee treaty: laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the resolutions of the General 
Assembly of the State of Michigan, asking authority’ to relin- 
guish certain lands granted for the University of that State, and 
to locate other lands in lieu thereof: referred to the Commitee 
on Publie Lands. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted a resolution, authorizing the 
transmission of all the original papers belonging to any claim 
that may be referred to the heads. of Departments, to such heads 
of Departments, together with the claim: adopted. 

Mr. WHITE, from. the Committee on Indian Affairs, report- 
eda bill for the relief of Richard T. Burke, which was read, 
and ordered toa second reading: 

Mr. NILES; from the Committee on Manufactures, to which 
was referred the memorial of sundry citizens of New York on 
the subject, reported a bill allowing a drawback of duty on 
foreign coal; which was read, and ordered-to a second reading, 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered as in Commities of the Whole, and ordered toa third 
reading. : i 

The bill to. secure the payments of certain commissions on 
duty bonds to collectors of the customs. 

The bill for the relief of Moses. Merrick; and 

The bill for the relief of George J. Knigtit. 

The bill for the relief'of Thomas H. Owen, and John W. 
Skidmore. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Wiliam 
Sandford, deceased. 

The bul for the relief of Richard Cravat, Hardy Perry, and 
Betsey Cheney. on : , 

The bill for the relief of Jobn P, Austin, 

The bill for the relief of Colonel Charles Morgan. 

The bii to confirm: certain land claims in Louisiana. 

The bill granting a pension to Hannah Leighton. 

The bill granting a pension to Lemuel White. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for the relief of, 


Henry Beamish was taken up, and indefinitely postponed. 

Also, the bill fer the relief of William H~ Beale. 

The Senate then took up the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
CLAY. Tne question being on the amendment offered by Mr. 
MORRIS on Saturday last. ER : 

Mr. MORRIS rose, and addressed the Senate until near four- 
o’clock, when he withdrew bis amendment, arid offered a reso- 
Jution repealing the joiat resolution df 1816, and on this motion 
Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays, when.there appeared for 
it 8, against it 36, as follows: : i 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun,’ Morris 
Niles, Smith of Connecticut, and Strange—8. 3 

NAYS—Messys.. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay 
of Ken, Clayton, Crittenden. Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, Hub- 
para, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smitn of Indianas Southard, Spence, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tretter, Webster, White, Williama, Wright, and Young 


The question was then taken on ordering the resolution to be 
engrossed as amended, when there appeared—for it 34, against 
it, 10, a8 follows; ` 2 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, 
King, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Trotter, Webster, White, Williams, and Young—34. à 

NAYS—Messis. Alien, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, 
Linn, Morris, Niles, Smith of Connecticut, and Strange—10. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, May 29, 1833. 

The Hon. Mr. PARRIS, member elect. from the State of 
Maine, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. BOON moved the House to take up ihe resolution sub- 
mitted by him-yesterday: proposing to fix the day of adjourn- 
ment of the present session of Congress. 

Objection being made— 

å Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules, but the House re- 
used. 

Petitions were, on leave, presented by Mr. MORRIS, of 
Ohio, and Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
reported the following resolution: 

Considering the long delay which has unavoidably attended 
the action of Congress on many cases submitted to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, in the ordinary course of legista- 
tion— 

Resolved, That the Chairman of that Committee be instruct- 
ed to make the following proposition to the House for adop- 
tion, viz: That the House will at 12 o’clock, on Saturday, the 
2d of June, go into Committee of the Whole House, on the bills 
reported from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BOND. moved to include the bill to extend the pensiou 
system, which was agreed to, 

Mr. REED moved aiso. to include the cases of navy pen- 
sioners. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved to amend this amendment, by add- 
ing certain other billswhich he uamed. a 

Mr. CRAIG appealed to the gentleman not to load down the 
original proposition with so many propositions as would inevi- 
tably defeat the object thereon 

Mr. GRENNELL accordingly withdrew his proposition. 

Mr. EVERETT moved some other bill, which was agreed to. 

Mr, YELL moved to include the bill to extend the time of lo 
cating military bounty land warrants in Arkinsasand Mlinois, 

Mr. CRAIG could see no aflinity between this proposition 
and his, and he hoped the genveman would not pressit 

Mr. YELL s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. RUSSELL proposed to inchide a report in the case of 
Stephen Freeman; tost. . 

Mr, Resp’ s amendment, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. PECK moved a reconsideration of the vote by which Mr. 
YeExv’s proposition was rejected; which was agreed to, and the 
amendment was then concurred in, 

Mr. LOOMIS moved the following: “and all other private 
bills, each in their proper order:” lost. 

The resolution was thea agreed to—ayes 108, noes not 
counted. K 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the sime committee, reported a 
Dili for the relief of the legal representativesof Johu Spotis- 


“wood. « 


Mr. T. alse réported a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 


. sentatives of Thomas P. Harrison.. 


Mr. SHEPPERD, from the same committee, reported with- 
out amendment, Senate biil for the refief of Panick M’Gibbony, 
Mr. PATTON, from the same committee, reported Senaio 
dil. without amendment, for the relief of Moses Van Campen. 
WYOMING CLAIMS. ` ` 
Mr. PETRIKIN propounded an inquiry tothe chairman of 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and wished to know 
if that commiitee intended to report or the claims of the Wyo- 


ming sullerers during the present session, Mr, P. added that it. 


wasa subject in which he felt a very deep interest, and few ever 
more merited the prompt consideration of Congress. 

Mr. CRAIG replied that the subject was in charge ofa gentle- 
man from Kentucky, not then in his seat, who had not yet re- 
ported tothe committee. Eis own opinion was understood to 
be that it would be reported on the present session. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported a bill for the reliefof James Barrett, and moved its third 
reading; which motioun, after seme discussion, by Mr. H. 
and Messrs, POPE and WHITTLESEY of Obio, was with- 
drawn, and the bil recommitted for the purpose of preparing a 
reportsetung forth the merits of this particular case. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Rovert M. Roberts, or his lega: 
asianec. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the committee on Foreign Affairs, 
moved that the “bih rosette the accounts of Richard Harri- 
sou? be included in the order of Saturday next; which was 


agreed to. 5 
. DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. BOULDIN then moved to take up the “bill to extend the 
charters of the existing banks in the. District of Columbia. 

Mr. PETRIKIN wished his resolution calling for informa- 
tion to be frst adopted. 3 

The motion, however, was agreed to, and the bill taken up, 
being on its passage. p 

The question was on the motion of Mr. ADAMS to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on the District of Columbia, with in- 
structions so to amend jit-as to prohibit the stockhoiders fram 
receiving any dividends or profits pending the suspension, by 
those banks, of specie payments. , 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to add the following to the instrac- 
tions: “and also that no member of Cong clerk, ov ether offi 
cer, of either branch thereof, shall be appoinied or elected presi- 
dent, director, or other officer of any ofsaid hanks.” 

Mr. THOMAS remarked that the biii had already been dis- 
cussed at considerable length, and tie believed tae House was 
prepared to vote upon it, So- believing, and in order to teet its 
sense, he moved the previous question, but withdrew it at the 
request of é E: 

Mr. MERCER, who renewed it, after making a few remarks, 
andafter Mr. ADAMS had briefiy supported hisamendment. 

The previous question was then seconded, 69 to 56; and on 
ordering the mein question, FIR 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, but they were 
refused, and the main question was ordered without a division. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY then asked for the yeas and nays on the 


main question, being the passage of the bill, and, being ordered, 
they were——yeas 130, nays 46. 

So the bill was passed. : 

NORTHEAST BOUNDARY. ; i 

The message of the President of the United States in relation 
to the claims of the Stace of Mame for aggressions, &c, commit- 
ted on her boundary, wasthen taken up on its reference. 

| Mr. EVANS, who was entitled to the floor, went on to say. 

that the question was one of great interest and importance, aad 
ifthe Government of the United 8 ates did not actin the matter 
so as to settle the boundary question, the- Government of the 
State of Maine was bound by an act of their Legisiature to take 
some decided steps. The message referred to claims. of the 
State of Maine for the reimbursement of expenses incurred by 
them in relation to the boundary, but that he considered tho 
least important question for consideration” He referred to the 
correspondence communicated, and commeted upon the pra- 
position for a convention upon the basis of the original Ameri» 
can proposition, as modified by the British Government. 

Maine, he said, was averse to the original proposition, which 
was made on the 80chof April, 1833; and there had been a con» 
uoversy between the General and State Governments over 
since, and they could never agree; but the original proposiuon 
has been coupled with a highly objectionable principle ef sur- 
yeying and exploration. -It went to limit and restrict the com- 
mission, and, instead of allowing them toexamine and run the: 
line according to the treaty, they would be compelled to ran a 
line different to that heretofore contended for, They would be 
allowed to depart from the ue north line, and ran a hue 
westward, which would be in eflect an abandonment of ali the 
claims made on our part, The British Government would not 
agree to the proposition, except with preliminary arrauge- 
ments, that the highlands should be sought south instead of 
nerth of the river contended 10y; and that certain rivers 
werenot Adantic rivers, Our Governinent refused to clog the 
commission with such limitati and t ure the comunis- 
sion had not becn instituted, M i ! the commis- 
sion should not be restricted by any thing but the terms of the 
(realy, because it was.apparent that the restrictions proposed 
would all operate for the benefit of Great Britain. A 

The British Government proposed that. the commission 
should ascertain a point In the highlands, which divide the 
waters, andit would inevitably give them the whole Territory 
in dispute, for ihe commissioners would certainly siop at the 
only point where they could agree, and that would undoubted- 
ly be a point south of Mars Hill, where they had aiways been 
willing the line should run. — 

Mr. E. went in‘o an examination of the terms of the treaty 
and reierred to various acis of parliament and proclaniations, 
together with the original charters.of the provinces of Mas- 
sachusetis, Quebec, and Nova Scotia, and contended that the 
original boundary of Massaciusetis, (uow Maine) was upon 
the river &e Lawrence; aod after the act of Parliament in 
1784, which he contended, confirmed and recognised the bonn- 
dary of Nova Scotia, and referred to the northwest angle ol that 
province as the starting point to run the boundary of Maine, 
and from that time to this, the angle, as mentioned in the treaty 
had been fully recognised, aud weil known, But he objected 
to the terms Of the commission, that they omitted altogether to 
take that: starting point, and proposed to find another anda 
different ane; and all the evidence contained in charters, 
treaties, acts of Parliament, and maps was to be Jef out o 
their consideration. He olijected to this. course, and insisted 
thatit was now proper to consider and establish the tile upon 
the evidence known to exist. 

Mr. E. concluded by moving to commit so mach of the mes- 
sage as related to the expenses, to the Comittee on Moreion 
Affairs, andto lay.the balance onthe table; but withdrew the 
latter temporarily,and -= ` 

Mr. FAIRFIELD proceeded to reply to his colleague, and re- 
ferred to and read several papers to show that the proposition 
of the American Government would be favorable, and that it 
was agreed in the conditions that the award of the commission 
should be final and binding upon the parties; and he thought it 
would lead to a just and satisfactory award, 

Mr. CUSHING went at some length into a protest against 
the terms proposed for the comission, and said that Great 
Britain had always declared that they would stop south of the 
boundary claimed, and would never consent to go farthernorth 
than Mirs [fill He considered that American proposition 
was an entire abandonment of the claims of this country, and 
he objected to them upon two consiverations. The first was, 
that it was yielding to the false assumpuon that there were no 
euch highlands as were described in the treaty, which were to 
be reeched by a line ranning due north from the northeast 
angle of Nova Scotia. ‘This false assumption had been made 
by Great Britain, and by consenting to the proposition, our 
Government would yield the. point, because, by consenting to 
run a line in a different direction to other highlands, it would 
concede that no such highlands existed as were mentioned in 
the treaty. The assumption of Great Britain on this point was 
false, because such highlands did exist and were recognised, 
corresponding letter jor letter with the description in the 
ireaty. 

The other objection he had, was that Great Britain had, in the 
negotiations of 1783, and in 1514, asserted that the United States 
held all their lands as a grantec, and could hold no territory to 
which they could not show a tide by deed. This ground he 
was disposed to resist as fatal and false, involving questions of 
boundary wherever our irontier met with that of the Govern- 
ment of Great Britai 

Mr. CAMBRELENG alluded to the question being now 
merely preliminary, and. that any final action must awalt a re- 
port from the Connnittee on Foreign Aga 3 and, after refe 
ring to the urgent state of public b z 
moved thé previous question, bat withdrew ii atthe request of 
Mr. HOWARD, who promised to renew it 

Mr. HOWARD then we: tinto a statement of the action afth 
Government ia relation to (ils contrey ud gaveassurances 
that ihe question was.conshiered by the Government With great 
attention, as oie affective nor merely the State of Maine, but the 
whole.country. The subject was so considered by the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Affairs, and it was keowu that this connected 
with other subjects, might involvethe country in war © Under 
this.aspect, though he, for one, did not fear a war with any 
foreign power, yerit became necessary to act with prudence, 
He would notsacrifice the least right, or just claim; and while 
he assured the gentleman from Maine that the action of the Go- 
vyernment would be conducted with ajl due regard for our pa- 
tional rights and characer, he thought there was no necessity 
for the haste sometimes manifested to enforce a speedy settle- 


matinee 


ment of the question: He referred to, and read portians of, the 

correspondence between the Secretary of State and Mr. Fox, 

the British Minister, and contended that the terms of the propo. 
sition for the convention did not involve the evils spoken of by 
the gentleman from Maine. 3 es ` 

Mr. H. concluded by renewing, according to'his promise, the 
motion for the previous question, but, it being obvious: that no 

quorum was present, en 3 

Mr. THOMAS moved call of the House, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered—ayesJ8, noes 51, being over 
one-fifth, and a call having been determined upon,.83 to 43, wag 
proceeded in only through the first letter of the alphabet, when, 

on moton of Mr. HAYNES, it was ‘dispensed with--ayes 77, 

noes 45, g 

tee previous question was then seconded by the House—65 

57. ~ 
Some confusion, however, having arisen ag to what would be 

the main question, the House again divided, and the result was 

ayes 63, noes 59, so that it was again seconded, and, on ordering 
the main question, the division of the House was ayes 70; noes 

42, no quorum voting- 7 

Mr. RIVES called for the yeas and nays, which being ordered, 
were—yeas 89, nays 61° ; 

The main question being thus ordered— lyi 

Mr. EVANS then moved. to lay the whole subject on the 

tahle, which was agreed to—ayes 8&8, noes not counted, . . 

F _ INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. : 

_ On motion of Mr’ CAMBRELENG, the House resolved itself 

into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr, 

Howar inthe chair, on the bill making appropriations for- 

preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838,. 

anit for arrearages for the year 1837. ae < 

. The question was on the following amendment submitted on 

the 2lstinst. by Mr, Bern, by adding to the end of the bill the 
following : | 

“Provided, That if: the President shall ascertain that all dis- | 
contentand further opposition ou the part of any portion of the 
Cherokee Indians to the treaty of eighteen Mindred and thirty- 
five can be allayed or avoided, by allowing an additional com- 
pensation for the laids ceded to the United States by the’ said 
treaty, and that the Government may thereby be saved the 
expense of Keeping on foot the large military force in the Cho- 
rokee country now contemplated, he is hereby authorized- to 
apply two millions of the sum appropriated by this act:to that 
object. s A . 

Mr. HAYNES resumed the course of hisargument in justifi- 
cation of the State of Georgia respecting the. Indian relations 
and in support of the treaty with the Cherokees; and. afer 
going alenga into'the details of the subject, he concluded his 
remarks. : 

Mr. HARLAN then obtained the floor, and moved that the 
commitice rise, which motion was lost—ay es 58, noes 67. 

Mr, HARLAN, after proceeding some time inthe discussion 
of the provisions of the bill, gave way to 

“Mr. POPE, who made an appeal to the committee, stating 

- that the hour was Jate, and that many,members of the commit: 

: tee had been.conatantly in the House since JO o’clock; and, as 
his colleague was fatigued and had never before troubled the 
committee, he hoped the indulgence asked would be granted to 
him, andhe moved that the committee rise. ` 

‘The question was taken, and decided in the negative---ayes 
58, noes 68, 

Mr. HARLAN again took ‘the floor, and continued his re- 
marks, especially upon the subject of the Cherokee treaty. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, after some time, Mr. Hartan having 
yielded the floor for that purpose, moved that the committee 
rise. : we 

The motion was decided in the negative-—ayes 50, noes 76. 

Mr. HARLAN was about to proceed, when 

Mr. CHAMBERS said he was satisfied there was a mistake 
in the last count by the Ciar and renewed the motion to rise; 
he_alsoasked for teners, i ` 

The question being taken, the tellers regorted—ayes 46, noes 
71; no Guorum, ks i k 

The question was then again put hy the CHA. 

As the House was about dividing, 3 

Mr. WISE raiscda point of order, and-inquired how many 
times the Crain hada right to-putthe question. 

The CHAIR said the House was dividing, and it wastoo late | 
toraise a question of order. : 

The question was then taken, and thé tellers reported ayes 23, 
noes 76-—-not a quorum. i “oe 

The-committeethen -rose‘and reported that they found them- 
selves without a quorum. 2 , ; 2 

Mr.. WISE moved an adjournment. y 

Mr. CUSHMAN demanded the yeas and nays upon that wo- 
tion, and being ordered they were—yeas 59, nays 83. 

So the House refused ta adjourn. 

Mr. ADAMS moveda call of the House. i 

Mr. MITCHELL demanded, the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and were about being called, when . ` 

Mr, WISE again moved- an adjournment. ate 

Mr. HAWKINS called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; and the roll was.being called when our columns were | 
closed. cs . i I 

Mi. DROMGOOLE raised the point of order that, it beingas- 
certained a quorum was present, the House must instanter go 
into-committee. oe ATE ae 

‘My. ADAAIS insisted npon the right of hig motion, ag a privi- 

leged one. hice es west as i 

T: e CHAIR stated that this wasa new and important ques- 
tion. Ifthe motion for a call of the ITouse had been made be-. 
fore the motion far adjournment, there could have been uo.doubt. 
The committee rose, tor want of ‘a quorum. to repost that fact 

to the Hoùse; and the rule empowered ihe House tosend for ab- 

sent members. Ths Cram thought it wasa privileged. ques- 
aion, which could be putet any. time when fifteen members were 
prescnt, with the Spa Ker; and, asno particular time was point- 
edout by the rule, ie-was always inorder, when no member was 

speaking, ot when the Honse was not dividi He, therefor e; 

decided that the motion fora- call of the House. was in order. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed: from this decision’ of the : 


hair. : ; . 
i The decision was briefly sustained. by. Messrs. REED and 


BOON, when ‘it wasaffirmed by the vote of the House. | 

Thagiiestion wasthea taken on a call of the House, and it 
was fefuced—yeas 47, nays 99. eer re eee 
2 /Mr HAYNES inguired if, it wasin order to move an ad- 4 
~ journinent.-— 5 : 


~Phe SPEAKER atid it waa hoty ‘and thé: House: again went 


inte: committee at'a quarter after:alx o’clock. . = 


Mr, HAYNES then alluded to his motion. to adjourn, and: 


moved that the committee rise; saying he félt that he owed itas 
a personal obligation. to those who yesterday favored him by 
adjourning. ae mae è i 

The question.was 
to rise—ayes 46, noes 78, 

_ Mr. HARLAN. then: conti 

time, gave way to es ; aa 

Mr. REED, who moved that‘the committee rise-at ten mi- 
nutes past seven o’clock. A 

Tellers were appointed, who reported on taking the question 
—ayes 46, noes 7], nota quòrum. 7 : 


érs, and the committee refused 


his argument, but afier some 


The CHAIR was proceeiling to count the members present. ` 


Mr. MERCER raised a-question, whether the vote was not 
the best test, and whether it was competent for the committee 


to do otherwise than to'rise, and report the fact that there was. 


no quorum. . 

The CHAIR saidit was proper. to count, and. after calling 
upon members to come within the bar, counted and announced 
that there were 117 present, not a quorum. . i 
~ The committee then rose-ang reported that fact. 

The SPEAKER was about proceeding again to count the 
House; whea fee 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved an adjournment. 

Mr. TOUCHY called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. ’ 

Mr, ADAMS said Yhope those gentlemen who. are in favor 
of adjourning will not vote. : 
ae of “order” from the Spgaxer, and various parts of the 

ouse. r 

The CLERK proceeded to call the roll; and upon calling the 
name of Mr. ADAMS, he said I. do net, vote. 

The call being concluded, the vote was, yeas 54, nays 8%: So 
the Mouse refused to adjourn; and, there being a quorum, it 
again went into committee. 

Mr. HARLAN proceeded till }-before 8 o’cleck, when he 
gave way to . 

Mr. CHAMBERS, who moved that the committee rise; but 
on taking the vote the division was ayes °33, nays 63, no 
quorum: ‘The committee rose and reported that fact to the 
House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved.that a count be taken, which was 
done, and the Sezaker reported that 114 members only were 

resent. ~ 

” Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that there were members enough 
off the foor, but within the precincts of the hall to forma 
quorum if they were to attend. ~ 

Mr. WISE moved an adjournment, 
` Mr. DUNCAN asked for the yeas and nays, and being order- 
ed they were,yeas-57, nays 76. g ' 

a at ten minutes past eight, (he House again refused to: 
adjourn. x ae . ; 

Mr. HOLSEY then obtained the floor, ahd expressed a wish 
that the committee rise. A 

Mr. MERCER moved that the committee rise. He said the 
gentleman from Georgia wished to speak; it was then late, and 
he could not hazard his health and life in a silly effort to effect 
that, which might as well be done to-morrow. * 

The question was taken by tellers, and decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 46, nays 75, not a quorum; but the Cuar voted in 
the negative, making 122, which was a quorum. 

Mr. HOLSEY then proceeded to address the committee upon 
the merits of the bill, till twenty minutes past nine, when he 

ielded to 

‘Mr. McKAY, who moved thatthe committee rise. ` 

The question being taken, the tellers reported—ayes 46, noes 
52; so the committe refused to rise: but as there was no quo- 
runy, the cammittes rose and reported that fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER being about to ascertain the number of 
members in the House, è 

Mr. BOON moved an adjournment, upon which the yeas and 
nays were ordered, and were—yeas 55, nays 70. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

“Mr. HOLSBY again took the floor, and continued his speech, 
with one or two intermissione, when, shortly after 100’clock, hé 
gave way without concluding, , 

The committee rose, and then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. , 


IN SENATE, 

a Turspay, May 29, 1838. 

On. motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Claims 
was discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of John Pritchard. i í 

Mr.. NORVELI, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported the following bills withoutamendmenr: 

An act for the relief of the children and heirs of Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Irwin, deceased. . 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Joshua Farring, de 
ceased. 3 . , 

‘An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
Charles Snead, deceased. 5: a 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of William 
TLooper Smith, deceased. 

‘An act for the relief of Crawford Johnson. ; 

` An act for the relief of the heirs of William B. Bunting. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Timothy 
Feely, deceased, Jate a Lieutenant in the army of the Revo- 
lution. , i 

TAn act for the relief of the legal representatives of Dr. Wil- 
iam Johonnot, deceased. , . : , 
naM nit for the relief of the heirs of Lientenant Col. Richard 
Campbell. mone a 

"An act for the relief of the children and heirs at law of John 

hilton, deceased, 3 AES | EE 

An act to authorize the payment of the seven yéars’ haif-pay, 
due onaccount of the Revolutionary services of Thomas H. 
Boyles, deceased. aa >, 

ge act er the relief of the legal representatives of John> 

rnes; deceased. eae N T s 
Bar act for the relief of the legal representatives of Daniel 
Williams, deceased. `, i K ; 

‘An act to authorize the payment ofthe seven years’ half-pay, 
due on account of the Revolutionary services of John McClel- 
land, deceased. k ` ne rice 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, : the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the futher consideration of 
the petition of sundry persons employed in the removal of tic 
great raft on Red river, praying fer donations of. lands. : 

Mr. CLAY, from. the same i H ich had been 

ed. the memorial.6 påny; reported 


referred.the 


è bill authorizing said company, to enter a certain tract.af land 
in Wisconsin Territory ät the minimum price; which was read, 
and ordered to a ‘eecord reading i O PA g E E 

The resolution of Mr. HUBBARD. tó change- tha hour of 
meeting ofthe Senate was taken up, and amended by Mr. HUB- 
BARD; after which, | ae Cee E “ia 

‘On motion of. Mr; NORVELL; it-was laid oni the table. 

The following’ bils were severally read the third titie, and 

assed: == 7 k SAGER wes inte 3 
P The bill for the relief. of John P.. Austin and Edward, A. 
Taylor; sary eh ete 

the bill to secure the payment of certain commissions on 
duty bonds to collectors of the customs; 2 

The bill for the relief of Moses Merrill; A Se 
. The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen and. John: W. 
Skidmore; t ee a 

The bill for the reliefof George J. Knight; | -. > 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of William 
Sanford, deceased; ý N aE, 

The bill for the relief of Richard Cravat, Hardy Perry, and 
Beley Cheney; ` AN ‘ 

The bill to confirm certain land clairis in Louisiana; 

The bill for the relief of Col. Charles Morgan oi Louisiana; 

“The bill. granting a pension to Hannah Laighton; and 

The bill granting a pension to Lemuel White. 

The joint resolution introduced by Mr. CLAY for the receipt 
and. disbursement of bank notes for Government debts and 
credits was taken up, and read the third time; and 
After adebate, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, STRANGE, 


CALHOUN; CLAY, BENTON, KING, and HUBBARD took 


part, it was passed—yeas 34, rays 9, as fo lows: o. 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Ala. Clay òf Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
‘McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Talimadge, Tipton, Trotter, Wall, Web- 
ater, White, Williams; and Young-—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bent m, Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, 
Morris, Niles, Smith of ( onnecticut, and Strange—9. 

The Senate then adjourned. > ` A 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, May 30, 1838, 
As soon as the journal wag read; °° 5 nal 
Mr. BOON rose and said-that he was not disposed’ to embar- 


` rass the progress of the Indian appropriation bili; but believing 


thatthe morning hour, atleast, could not be better spent, cer- 
tainly for the interest of the country from which he came, than 
by considering the resolution of the Senate in relation to the 
money receivable for the dues of the Government, he therefore 
moved a suspension ofthe rules for that purpose. ~- $ 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, then rose and said, that witb- 
ou: interfering with the motion of the gentleman’ from Indiana, 
he rose to aprivileged question. Ue said he hadto announce to 
the House that the agreeable duty had becn confided to him, 
and no doubt it was extremely agréeable to a large ‘portion 
of the members of the House, that the people of Mississippi 
had re-aflirmed the election made by themselves in November 
last, in sending SERGEANT S. Prentiss and Tuomas J. Worn, 
as their representatives in the 25th Congress. 

Messrs. PRENTISS and WORD then. presented themselyes 
for qualification, and justas the SPEAKER was about to admi- 
nister the oath— 

Mr. PRENTISS said, before taking the oath, he wished to 
atate his objections. Though elected by the people of the State 
of Mississippi, in the election just taken piace, he himself did 
not believe that election tobe constitutional or valid...In-takiug 
that oath, sixysaid. he, I shail take it under the previous election, 
in November last; and not under: the recent one, because, in 
our consciences, we do-not believe the latter tobe constitutional 
oy valid. b ied Se EE ERA d ie t 

The SPEAKER stated that it-had been stated tothe House, 
by the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr Garvanp,] that the gen- 
tlemen from Mississippi had been elected, and were “present, 
ready to be qualified: as members of the House. We should 
administer the vath. j 

The oath was accordingly administered. 

The question then recurring upon Mr, BOON’S motion, 

Mr. PICKENS protested against this setting aside the public 
business of the country, - 

Mr, BOON asked for the yeas and nays on his motion, which 
were ordered. yeast ; 

Mr, SHIELDS called for the reading of the resolution, which 
was read as follows. EN Men 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
itshall not be Jawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to mak e, 


` or to.continue in force, any genera) order which shall create any 


difference ¡between the different branchés of. revenue, as to 
the money or medium of payment in which debts or dues ac- 
cruing to the United States may be paid. . 

The rules were then.suspended—yeas 112, nays34, and the 
resolution having been twice read— a 

Mr. BOON then rose, and said that the situation in which he 
stodd seemed Lo require of him some explanation, but however 
desirous She might beto make-it, he did not feel disposed tu 
Kring up a diecussion on this subject now, especially as ehother 
and better opportunity would soon be -afforded ona maite 
kindred to it. He therefore demanded the previons qvestion; 
which wassoconaid, and the main question ordered. without a 

ivision. - É : s cae ae 

The main ‘question wag on the third reading of the resolution, 
and thereon $ Sa i : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked for the yeasand nays 
which being ordered were yeas 15L nays &7.00 7 Aree 

So the resolution: was ordered to a third reading. 

(Mr. Marvin, of Alahama, who:was temporarily ont of 
his seat when his name was caled, asked leave, ‘before the 
roil was through, to record: his vole-in the affirmative, But ip 
was objected ta.] > 

The resolution being then on'iis third reading, 

Mr. DUNCAN rose, and ‘said he had no objections to the 
adaption of the resolution, provided it could. be.so amended ag 
to prevent consequences from growing out of it, which have 
heretofore done. much towards producing the present-state of 
“pecuniary embarrassments and ruin,” abuutwhieh we have 
heard so many and such loud: Jamentations;,and-also; what wea 
more important, to-preventand-cut off the ‘sources of abothcr 
rage forspeculation in wildland, to the destruction of -gur free 
institutions—the prostration: of equal rights,“ ari the-violation 
of every: equitable “principle of trust’ byowhi public do- 
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fiidin is Rold; for which purpose he woul I move the commit- 
mitment of the resolution tv the Committee on Public Lands, 
with instructions to report the following amendment, viz: pro- 
vided that no portion of the public domain, greater than three 
hundred and twenty acres shall be sold or conveyed to any one in- 
dividual, nor shall any portion of the public domain be seid or 
disposed ofto any individual or body corporate, except for the 
purpose of immediate occupation. 

Mr. D. said he would not, at this time, atternpt to detain the 
House a speech, in support of the principles contained in his 
proposed amendment—he would satisfy himecl!, by simply 
calling the yeas and nays on the reference, which he moved. 

Mr. BOON said he would content himself with demanding 
the previous question. 

Mr. LEGARE inquired if such instractions were in order? 

. Phe CHAIR admitted that he had some doubts of it, and 
‘Was examining the paper to ascertain the point, when the gen- 
tleman from Indiana made his motion. He would not therelore 
decide the point at that stage, because, if the main question 
should be ordered, the instructions would be cut off 

The House seconded the demand forthe previous question, 
and ordered the main question without a division. 

“The main question, bemg on the passage of the resolution, 
having thus been ordered thereon— 

Mr. MARTIN called for the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered—were yeas 154, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Aycrigg, Banks, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Bid- 
dle, Bond, Boon, riggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Wil- 
liam B Calhoun, John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, Carey, 
Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Connor, Cor- 
win, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crocker, Cushing, Dawson, Da- 
vee, Davies, DeGraff, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Bve- 
rett, Ewing, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Gallup, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascuck, Goode, Wittiam Gra- 
ham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Walsied, Ha- 
„mer; Harlan, Hastings, Wawes, Haynes Henry, Herod, Hof! 
iian, Hopkins, Howard, Robert M, T. Hunter, Ingham, Tho- 
mas B. Jackson, Jabes Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jonas, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, Lincoln, Loo» 
mis, Mallory, Marvin, James M, Mason, Samson Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, Mekeonan, 
Mercer; Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
- wis, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Peck, Pennybacker, Phelps, Pickens, Pope, Potts, 
Pratt, Joba H. Prentiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Retly, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robin- 
son, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shefer, Augustine 


H. Shopper’ Charles Shepard, Shickls, Slade, Snyder, Stanley, 
‘Btuart, Stracon, Taliaferro, Taylor, Tillinghast, "Titus, To- 


land, Underwood, Vanderveer, Webster, Albert 5. White, Johu 
White, Elisha Whittiessey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
Jiams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williama, Christopher 4. 
Williams, Wise, Word, Worthington, Yell, and Yorke—- (54. 

NAYS-—-Messra. Atherton, Bouldin, Cambrelong, Clowney, 
Coles, Cushman, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, Isaac 
Fletcher, Fry, Harrison, Holt, Huble , Keim, Leadbetter, Lo- 

an, McKay, Abraham McClellan, N cClure, Moore, Parris 

atriken, Rives, Sheplor, Spencer, Thomas, Turney, and 
Jared W. Williams—29, 

Bo the resolution was passed, 

(Mr. Lyon asked the leave. of the House ty record his vote in 
favor of the pasgago of the joint resolution from the Senate re 
lating to the public revenne and dues t0 the Government. 

Mr. L. auld, when the votewas ‘unexpectedly taken on tho 
passage ofthe resolution this moraing, he was necessarily ab- 
sent from his seat in attending to the clams of two or three Re. 
volutionary soldiers of his district, whose pay had been refused 
at the agency nearest their residence under a regulation which, 
in his judgment, igposed upon the pensioners and their repre- 
sentatives much unnecessary wouble, He alluded to the regt- 

‘tation whieh required, in the event of their failure to apply for 
their pay: for a specitied timo, that they sbould be paid at the 
Treasury, and not at the agencies convenient t0 them, He 
said, in common with the great majority of hisconstitneuts, he 
fait muck interest in the passage of the resolution prohibiting a 
disrcimination in the kind of money to be received by the Go- 
vernmeat in payroent for public lands and for duties, He was 
gratified that Congress had, by so decisive. a vote, determined 
ro put an end to a regulation of the late Executive, hy which 
specie had been required in payment for public lands, while 
bank notes were authorized to be received in payment for da- 
ties. [fhe had been aware that the resolution would have been 

put upor its passag 50 soot after it came down from the Be 
atne, hie desire to serve even a Revolutionary soldier would 
not have prevented his being present and voting for it. He hoped 

‘the House would allow him now to have his vote recorded. 

: Phe vate could only be recorded by the unanimous consent 
to the House, and being objected to, the request was not com- 

‘plied with.] ore er 

Mr. SERGEANT, on leave, presented a petition from a 
wounded soldier for a pension. i . 

Mr. CUSHMAN also presented the petition of Lawrence 
Brown and others, praying for a mail route from Kingston, 
Rockingham county, to-Gilford, New Hampshire. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY made aa ineffectual auem pt to call up 
the resolution to provide for the purchase of post office Maps. 

"Mr. TURNEY jand Mr. EWING presented amendments to 

ertain bills. ` 
. INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Howarn inthe chatr, on the bill making appropriations for 
preventing.and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year. 1838, 
and for arrearages for the year 1837. Bik 92 

The question was on the following amendment submitted on 
the 2ist inst: by Mr. BELL, by adding to the end of the. bill the 


following: dang z : ‘ 
i REC. = And beit further enacted, That the further sum of 
-ohe million seven thousand and sixty-seven dolars De ap- 
ia ‘nik foralkthe objecis-specified in the third arti- 

articles, of the treaty of eighteen hun- 


dred and thirty-five, between the United States and the Chero- 
kee Indians, and for the further object of aiding in the subsist- 
ence ofsaid Indians for one year after their removal West, Pro- 
vided, That no partof the saidsum of money shall be deducted 
from the five millions stipulated to he paid to said tribe of Tn- 
diang: by said treaty: And provided, further, That the said 
Indians shall receive no beuefit from the said appopriation 
unless. they shall complete their emigration within such time 
as the President shall deem reasonable, and without coercion 
op the part of the Government. 

Sec. . And beit further enacted, That, for satisfying all 
claims for arrearages of annuities, for supplying blankets and 
other articles ofclothing forthe Cherokees Who are not able to 
supply themselves, and which may he necessary for their comi 
fortable removal, and for medicines and medical assistance, and 
for such other purposes as the President shall deem proper to 
facilitate the removal of the Cherokees, one hundred thousand 
dollare. 

Mr. HALSEY concluded his remarks with an expression of 
his desire, on behalf of Georgia, that the treaty should be en- 
forced without delay. He did not object to the proposition to 
give them moremoney if the Government chose, but he object- 
ed to delay. 

Mr. NAYLOR followed in some rema tending te show 
that the Indians had been treated with injustice during the 
whole serics of negotiations, for the purpose of forcing them 
from ther lands. Je coutcuded thatthe lands belonged to the 
Indians by the gilt of God. and they could not be forced from 
them by the force of negmiations or of arms, without disgrace- 
ful injusti@e. He eulogised the character of John Ross, and 
prais id in high terios the fin, calm, and christian-like manner 
in which he had for a Jong time stood up amidst oppression, 
wrong and calumny, to defend the rights of his people. Jle 
contended that the treaty now relied upon for removal was the 
e tire production of fraud, and was about to be executed in 
cruelty; and to prove the fraudulent character of the treaty, 
he went into an examination and reading of documents and 
papers, contending at length that the treaty ought not to be en- 
forced, Atter proceeding some time, he gave way to 

Mr. NOYES, who mover thet the committee rise. 

The motion being objected to-- 

Mr. NOYES stited his object, Wo said that a bilihad been 
gent from the Senate to the House by mistake, which it was 
desirable should be returned without delay. 

‘The committee then rosi yes 36, pues net counted. 

Wie message of the Seaaie upon the subject of the bill al 
Iude to was thea taken up, and the request to retaru the bill 
waa ordered to be complied with by the Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House again went 
into committee, and 

Mi. NAYLOR continned to read and comment upon the pa- 
pera connected with the history of the Cherokee treaty. Ve 
concluded with the expression of his fears that nothing could 
ue done now for the Cherokees, He was in favor of the pio- 
position to conciliate them, and to allow more time; but he ne- 
ver would vote foran appropriation to carry into effect a trea- 
ty which he considered so fraudolentand unjust, 

Mr. CHAPMAN replied to the remarks of @fr. Nayror, 
an! especially in relation to bis commendation of John Ross, 
and his cotaments upon the history of the various treaties 
with the Cherokees, urging the propriety and necessity of 
executing the treaty, and fulfilling the obligations which the 

Jovernmont of the United Sates were nnder both to the State 
of Georgia and the Indians; and he spoke particwarly in justi- 
fication of the treatment Alabama had rendered to the Indians, 
and compared it with the conduct of some States where In- 
dian tribes had formerly existed, but which are now extinct, 

Mr. DAWSON followed at Jengih apon the subject, in de 
fenco of the Weaty, stading that he felt called upon to do se, be- 
canse he was the only representative from Georgia who had 
belonged to what i dl the indian party in that State, and as- 
seyding that be w and bad always been, cailed triendly to the 
Indians. Ue went fully into a justification of the policy of the 

Toverument in removing the Indian tribes; and by reference to 
the extinction of the tribes in some of the tern States, argued 
that a removal was necessary for their preservation. He con- 
tended that it did not lie properly with the representatives of 
those Staves where thé Indians had perished, to charge Geargia 
with cruelty and oppression. 

Mr. D, baring concluded his remarks he was followed hy 
Mr. Buin, who spoke till § o'clock, when he gave way, with: 


ent concluding, to Mr. Wisp, on whose motion the committee . 


yose, and then, on motion, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Wepnespay, May 30, 1838. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office, 
and Post Roads, reported a bill for che relict of Francis A. Har- 
rison; whieh was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. R. frota the same commitice, reported a bill for the relief 
of Solomon Close; which was read and ordered toa second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr, DAVIS, a message was sent to the House 
of Representatives, asking the return of the bill for the relief of 
Honry Beamiab, which had beon indefinitely postponed; and the 
same having been accordingly returned— 

Mr. D. who voted with the majority, moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote on the indefinite postponement; which motion 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the reliefof John J. 
Bulon was taken up. 

‘This bill was strenuously opposed by Messrs. MORRIS, 
BUCHANAN, KING, and others, and warmly advocated by 
Messrs. HUBBARD, BAYARD, and PRESTON; when 

On motion of Mr, BUCHANAN, the bill was laid on the 
table—yeas 22, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
King, Lumpkin, Morris, Menton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robinsan, : Smith, ‘of Connecticut Smith of Indiana, 
Strange; Tipion, Trotter, White, Wright, and Young~ 22. 

NAYS—Messra. Bayard, Clay of Atabama, Clay of Ken- 
wueky, Crittenden, Hubbard, Lyony prenilon Frestony, Southard 
Spence, Tallmadge, Wall, and Webster=18. ai S590 2 
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Mr. WEBSTER offered the following resolution, and asked 
its consideration atthis time: o 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
take into consideragion the act uf June 234, 1836, entile: “An ' 
act to regulate the deposites of” public money,” anito in- 
quire whether, according to the provisions of thar act, itis now 
competent for the Secretary. of, the Treasury (0 employ any 
bank which has heretofore been selected as a public depository, 
and which, singe the passage of that act, has suspended specie 
payments; and, also, to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing or modifying those provisions of the said act which pro- 
hibit the receipt, in payment of debts and dues to the United 
States, of the bills of al] banks issuing notes of a Jess denomina- 
don than five dollars, and to report their opinion thereon, 

The resolution being objected to by Mr. MORRIS, Hes over 
one day. : 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, 

The Senate took up the bill in regard to the town of Sowth- 
pert, Wiscensin Territory; and, after some yemarks from 
Merere. WRIGHT, CLAY of Alabame, HUBBARD, NILES, 
and YOUNG, the bill was ordered to be cugrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, May 31, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. LOOMIS, the House took up 
and agreed to the following resolution offered by 
him on the 19th of March: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General furnish to 
this House an estimate showing, as near as can be 
ascertained— 

1. What proportions of the mails of the United 
States consist of free parcels estimated by weight. 

2, What proportion consists of free parcels esti~ 
mated by amount of postage, and pareels that pay 
postage; and accounting all printed documents at 
pamphlet postage. 

3. What would be the proportion of the amount 
of postage to be paid by the Goverment, in case 
all free parcels were charged to Government, at 
the same rate that private parcels are charged. 

4. To how low a rate the tariff of postage would 
be reduced, and sustain the Department, in case 
all parcels conveyed by mail were chargeable with 
postage. 

5. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 
be reduced now or prospectively within two years, 
retaining the present franking privileges, and sus- 
tain the Department, with a rate of tariff deemed 
judicious and proper by him, in case such reduc- 
tion should be ordered. ` 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, 
Senate bill to authorize payment to be made to 
the Missouri volunteers, for horses lost or castaway 
in the passage to Tampa bay. 

Mr. W. also reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
lition of Polly Estes, and that so much thereof as 
relates to the pay due to Aaron Estes by the United 
States, at the time of his decease, bereferred to the 
Third Auditor for settlement. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to extend the limits of 
the port of New Orleans. 

Mr. W. also reported the following resolution, 
which was discnssed by Mr. W. Mr. WHITTLE- 
SEY of Ohio, Mr. CUSHMAN, and Mr. FILL- 
MORE. 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the House of Representatives, 
at the commencement of. the next session òf Con- 
gress, a copy of each survey, and chart aecompa~- 
nying the same, that has. been heretofore made, of 
the shores, harbors, inlets, and waters of Lake Erie, 
also, a copy of each’similar survey. that has been 
made of Lake Michigan. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to include “Lake On- 
tario.” shee. ; 

Mr. CRARY thought that if the Committee on 
Commerce had made themselves acquainted with 
the character of the lake surveys, they would not 
have proposed this resolution. AJl ibe surveys 
heretofore.-had. been confined to the mouths of 
rivers and creeks, and were of no general service 
in the lake navigation. He had called the atten- 


~~ etion ofthe House to this subject early in the ses- 
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sion, by offering a resolution for a survey of the 
upper part of Lake Erie, Detroit river, Lake St. 
Clair, Saginaw bay, Thunder bay islands, Straits 
of Mackinac, St. Mary river, and Green bay; 
and he hoped for some more definite action 
on the subject, than- was. proposed by` the 
present resolution. These-lakes had been sur- 
veyed by the British Goveriment, so far as their 
shores were concerned: As -long ago as 1826, 
Colonel Long found a company of British survey- 
ors employed on the waters of Lake Superior. 
Our Government had yet done nothing. We were 
compelled at the mouth of Detroit river. to make 
use of British waters, in passing ‘White Wood 
Island, when it was probable. that the American 


channel to the westward of the island was equally- 


good for navigation, if it were only. surveyed, 
For the want of a survey the commerce .of the 
lakes was exposed to. frequent disasters. Since the 


opening of navigation one vessel, with -a valuable _ 


cargo, had been lost on a reef in the Straits of Macki- 
nac, and this was but an item in the account.of 
the losses to.which the lake commerce was yearly. 
subjected by the neglect.of the Government. Few 
men here seemed to be aware of the extent, or of 
the importance of that commerce. He heped it 
would have its due share of attention hereafter. 
Sure he said that it richly deserved it. — i 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the whole sub- 
ject was then postponed till to-morrow. . ` 

Mr. DEGRAFF, from the same committee, re- 
ported against any action by Congress on the peti- 
tion of Benjamin Ringold, and that it be referred to 
the Secretaty of the Treasury; which was agreed to 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
to settle the titles to certain tracts of land ih the 
State of Arkansas. f 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the trustees of Oxford, O. 
to enter another ssction in lieu of section sixteen. 

Mr. HASTINGS,. from the committee .of 
Claims, reported a bil for the relief of Isaac 
Lilley.. : 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the bill for the relief 
of Cazot’s heirs be included in the special order of 
‘Saturday; which was agreed. : 

Cn motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, it 
was agreed that that special order should be com- 
menced at half past 10 o’cleck. ; 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Thomas Rutledge, 
deeeased. ; 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported, without amendment, . Senate bill for the 
relief of the heirs and legatees of Everard Meade. 

Mr. T. also reported a. bill for the relief of Re- 
becca Burch, widow of Benjamin Burch, deceased. 

Also, a bill forthe relief of the heirs of Lieut. 
William Lewis. at ‘ 


Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, reported against the petition of John 
Armstrong, which was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRENNELL, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: es f 

Resolved, That all bills providing for pensions or 
payments to the widows of officers and soldiers, be 
added to the special order of assignment for Satar- 
day next. ` Also, the report of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, in the case of Elijah Tru- 


ONG RUSSELL moved to include the case of a 
lunatic soldier, (Freeman,) who had been deprived 
of bis pension on account of his inability, from 
being a lunatic, to receive his pension. — . 
Mr. GRENNELL accepted this as a modifica- 


on. ` ; 
: Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana said he should ob- 
ject to this resolution. : - ; 

Mr. MORGAN moved to include the “bill au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to allow compensa- 
tion to pension agents:” lost. 

The resolution was then rejected. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill making an appropria- 
tion for completing the public buildings in Wis- 
consin., i Ee aan 

“Also, a bill to confirm the act of the Legislative 


_Yized by the laws of the States to take deposi- 


. to the end of the bill the following: 


- CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Council of Florida, incorporating the Florida rail- 

road company, and granting right of way thereto. 
The bill to require the judges of the District 

Court of the United States of East and West Ten- 


nessee to hold'a -court at Jackson, in that State, 


was, on motion of Mr. CROCKETT, taken up on 
its third reading; and after being opposed by 


-Messrs. BOND and FILLMORE, and sustained 


by Messrs. GARLAND of Virginia, CROCKETT, 


and SHIELDS, when -the bill, by. the application .| 


of the previous question, moved by Mr. CROCK- 
ETT, was passed. ` ` en, 

Mr. BELL, on leave, presented the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire: into the expediency of amending. the 
several acts prescribing the mode of- taking 
depositions, by authorizing all persons, autho- 


tions in causes pending in the State courts, to take 


depositions in causes pending in the Courts of the 
United States; and by enacting such other provi- | 


sions as shall, in their opinion, promote the conve- 
nience of suitors, without removing any of the re- 
srictions necessary to the safe administration of 
justice. as 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was read, 
and agreed to: f 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed td inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Ma- 
disonville, in the parish of St. Tammany, to War- 
ners, in the parish of Washingion, State of Lousi- 
siana. : 

` On motion of Mr. LYON, r 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency. of passing a law prohi- 
biting, under suitable penalties, persons in com- 
mand of vessels from discharging ballast inte the 
channel or anchorage ground of any bay or harbor 
in the United States, so as to obstruct the navigation 
thereof. i 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Howarn in the chair, 
on the bill making appropriations for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities forthe year 1838, 
and for arrearages for the year 1837. ent 

The question was on the following amendment 
submitted on the 21st inst. by Mr. BELL, by adding 


Sec. . Jind be it further enacted, That the further 
sum of one million forty-seven thousand and sixty- 
seven dollars be appropriated, in full, for all the 
objects specified in the third article of the supple- 
mentary arucles of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-five, between the United States and the 


aiding in- the subsistence of said Indians for one 


from the five millions stipulated to be paid to said 
qibe of Indians by said treaty: And provided, 
further, That the said Indians shall receive no be- 
nefit from the said appropriation, unless they shall 
complete their emigration within such time as the 
President shall deem reasonable, and without coer- 
cion on the part of the Government. 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That, for sa- 
stisfying all claims for arrearages of ‘annuities, for 
supplying blankets and other articles of clothing 
for the Cherokees who are not able to supply them- 
selves, and which may be necessary for their com- 
fortable removal, and for medicines and medical 
assistance, and for such other purposes as the Pre- 
sident shall deem proper -to facilitate the re- 
moval of the Cherokees, one hundred thousand 
dollars. i . 

Mr. BELL continued his remarks, commenced 
yesterday, and referred again to the fact, that the 
contingency upon which it had been proposed to 
keep an army inthe South of 8,000 men, nolonger 
existed, at least in part. He would not go into a 
strict examination of the treaty with the Cherokees. 
He considered that the policy of removal.had been 
long established, and he had thought that the treaty 
was faverable for the Cherokees, Whether it had 


Cherokee Indians, and for the further object of- 


year after their removal West: Provided, That no ° 
part of the said sum of money shall be deducted | 


been fairly or fraudulently made; whether. it was 
true that John Ross “was an honest patriot or a 
knave, wasa miatter that he did hot intend ‘to de- 
cide. He still thought it too late to recede from 
the policy of removal, as necessary for our ‘pedple, 
and _best.for the Indians; and-he thought it incom- 
patible. with the interest.of the whites, that.the In- 
dians should found an independent Government 
within the limits of the States. Nò man; he said, 
would be moré rejoiced: than -he,..to know that the 
Cherokees. were a prosperous, flourishing, and ci- 
vilized people.: Fie should rejoice'in their prospe- 
rity; but he-thought John Ross, whether honest or 
otherwise, mistaken in‘his policy. ¿He ‘considered 
the removal westward necessary and ‘expedient for 
the Indians themselves, and had never blamed the 
Georgians for the course they had taken... The 
United States were bound to remove'the Chero- 
kees as soon as they could; and when the Indians 
proposed to, set dowr permanently, with an inde- 
pendent form of Government, it-was time for Geor- 
gia to speak, or never. 


Mr. B. then went into an examination of details 
with respect ‘to.Indian treaties, objectmg that too 
many had been made recently, and that too many 
officers and agents of different kinds had: been em- 
ployed. by the Governnient, in consequence of the 


-humefous treaties; andhe objected.to the power 
_vested in the Executive ‘to make Indian trea- 
ties, urging that it would have “been better and 


safer to have regulated. our Indian relations by 
laws of Congress. © He then gave a review of the 
multiplied frauds that grew out of the operation of 


‘this system, and adverted’ to a number-of docu- 


ments sustaining the allegation that the source of 
them was to-be traced to-unfaithful agents, who 
were connected with the speculators. Mr. B. then 
went into a history. of the treaties, and enlarged 
upon the circumstances:connected with them at 
great length. a Gs Er AFA S i 

As soon as Mr. Berr had concluded, Mr. EVE- 
RETT took the floor, and, after addressing the 
House for some time, he was followed by Mr. 
CRARY and Mr. TURNEY. The latter gentle- 
man was on the floor, when, some time after dark, 
he gave way, the committee rose, and, - 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Indian 
bill was made the -special order at 11 o’clock te- 
morrow. A : 

On motion; D : 
“The House adjourned. + 


IN SENATE, 0 
Trorspay, May: 31,-1838. 
Mr. ROBERTSON presented a petition from N. 
Griswold, of Illinois, praying the establishment ofa 
certain post route: referred to the Committee on 


‘the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the pétition of F., 
P. Blair, praying to be released from his liabilities 
as surety for a postmaster of Kentucky, for reasons 
therein set forth; also, praying relief in relatidn to 
a claim against the Post Office Department which 
was withheld by the present Postmaster: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he rose to present 
two petitions; and when he did so, he hoped he 
might not shock-the nervons sensibility of. gentle- 
men, when he told them that both prayed. for the 


; establishment of that monster, so frighful in the 


eyes of old maids, old bachelors, and old politi- 
cians. ‘These petitions came from the merchants, 
the manufacturers, and hardy yeomanty of the 
country, without respect to party... Mr. ©. said 
when he began to unfold ene of them, he really 
conceived it was from all the people of the United 
States. Batif not quite all, it certainly was from 
a great many of them. He was sorry-that be could 
not dispose of them in no other way, just now, than 
move to lay them on the table, 

Mr. President [said Mr. C.] we want a United 
States Bank; monstrous, and monster as it was, 
it afforded us the best currency that ever a nation 
was blest with, The whole Wesi wants a Bank 
of the United States; but I speak now in relation 
to my own State, Kentucky, whose products. are 
disposed of from North Carolina to the Balize, are 
valuable and various, the exchanges'on which are 
ruinous, and Kentucky only describes. the scondi- 


tion of most of the other States. We want a cur- 
rency, Mr. President, of one uniform value ; that, 
like the flag of the country, would be received every 
where, and be respected every where. It is not hard 
money I allude to, but something light and port- 
able,such as we can puf in our pockets at Boston,and 
travel with to Orleans, without loss or interruption. 
Such a currency can only be found by-the esta- 
blishment of a Bank of the United States Could 
you adjourn us, Mr. President, and let us go 
home, I should with great pleasure accompany 
you to the Great Crossings on my way to Ashland. 
What has become of the resolution of the Senator 
from Alabama, about which he appeared so 
anxious some weeks since? The time fixed by 
him then has already arrived, and why does he 
still let it sleep? Here, we can do nothing: whereas, 
if we- went home, we might realize something 
from the products of our own labor. I must take 
occasion, however, to congratulate the country on 
the repeal of that odious measure, the Specie Cir- 
cular; that indeed was something done, for which 
the people will thanks us. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, when the Senator 
offered the petitions, he did not hear distinctly the 
source from whence they emanated. It struck his 
ear that the first was from a place in Alabama. 
‘Will the Senator from Kentucky say, from what 
place his first petition came? z 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, (shaking his head,) 
Oh, no, sir; no such thing is to be looked for from 
that quarter, at present. If my namesake had been 
in his usual listening attitude, he would have dis- 
tinctly heard the word Jamaica, in New York. 

Mr. KING observed that there was no danger of 
petitions of this character coming from Alabama; 

ut if they did, they would come from a different 
description of persons than those spoken of by the 
Senator from Kentucky. They would have come 
from speculators, and not from the industrious and 
productive classes of the country. He should have 
said nothing on this subject, if the Senator from 
Kentucky had not made an appeal to him in refe- 
rence to the resolution for adjournment, and avowed 
his wish to go home in order that he might go to 
work and do something useful. Why he had al- 
ways understood that the honorable Senator was 
Jaboring in his vocation here, and that he could bet- 
ter promote the great object he had in view by 
standing before the public eye, in his legislative ca- 
pacity, than in the less conspicuous walks of pri- 
vate life. Why the resolution had not been called 
up wasobvious to-all. It was on its third reading, 
and would come up like all the regular business of 
the Senate. After consulting with some members of 
the other House better acquainted with the extentand 
importance of the business of that body than any 
member of this could be, he had come to the con- 
clusion that it would be better to leave it to them 
to fix upon the day of adjournment. He had rea- 
son to believe that the 2d or 9th of July would be 
fixed upon, and more probably the 2d. 

Mr. WEBSTER would suggest to the Senator 
from Alabama the propriety of calling up his reso- 
lution, and propose the adjournment for the 2d of 
July. 

Mr. WRIGHT said it would appear then thet 
one of these petitions was froma po:tion of his con- 
slitutents; but whether they asked for a bank or the 
bank was notshown. The petitions were not read, 

„and he wished the Senator had enlightened us oa 
-the subject. 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that the Sena- 


tor- from Kentucky was somewhat mistaken— | 


that he did not designate the description of persons 
in Alabama who were in favor of a National 
Bank. His honorable colleague, however, did de- 
signate them correctly. When he asked the ques- 
tion. he did of the Senator from Kentucky, he was 

- under the impression that one of the petitions came 
from Alabama, and if snch had been the fact, he 

- would have felt himself called upon to give some 
. explanations.as.to the tone of public sentiment in 
the State. One idea. struck him very forcibly while 
the Senator from Kentucky was speaking, and that 
was,-if any-of them,had been. indulging in a Rip 
Winkle sleép-for-the last four years, and had 

ıp- in. the Sepate- this, morning, under 
of the Senator’s voice, they would 


“the ‘sound 


‘one who was such in the days of JEFFERSON, and 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 419 
had maintained his integrity. to this day, and urged 
him to sign a petition for a National Baŭk- the 
same, he presumed, now on our table. But this 
honest old Democrat discovered the desigu at once, 
and refused to sign it. : ; 

_ Sir, the object was to obtain a few names of-thẹ. 

Democracy—some half a dozen might answer the ` 
purpose—a slight Democratic spriisilog, so as to 
give a color to the statement on the face of the pe~ 
tition that it was signed without-distingtion of par- 
ties. Whether any names had been obtained, 
enough to give the list the requisite sprinkling, he 
could not say, not having examined them; but if 
such was the fact, it would not bear ont the state- 
ment that it was signed without distinction of par- 
lies. The question of a National Rank was in his 


State, and he believed in most others, dnine and 


haye thought that they were still in the panic ses- 
Sion of four years ago, and that the Senator from 
Kentucky was treating them with one of those 
pathetic descriptions of ruia and distress, which 
were so frequent during that period. There was a re- 
markable resemblance between the speeches made 
daring that same panie session, and those made by 
the Senator and his friends at this. Then the panic 
petitions followed the panic speeches, and were no- 
thing but reverberations of the cry of ruin, distress, 
and bankruptcy which was first uttered on that 
floor. Now the case was the same. It had been 
announced again and again by the Senator and his 
friends, that nothing could save us from impending 
ruin buta National Bank, and behold the same 
thing was reverberated in a bank petition, even con- 
forming to that Senator’s plan so lately promulgated. 
He knew as well as his colleague did what class of 
persons it wasin Alabama who were in favor of a 
National Bank. His culleague had justly remark- 
ed that it was not the great body of the people—not 
the planters—not the productive class; it was not 
that class known as Southern State rights men who 
were anxious for such an institution. But the Na- 
tional Bank men in Alabama were a very differ- 
ent description of persons, and formed but a very 
small part of its population. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the reading of the 
petition from Connecticut. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said whether the peti- 
tions proposed to grant charters to any existing 
institutions, or to establish a new one, did not 
appear. While up, he would like the Senator from 
Alabama to define what he meant by “speculators.” 
He thought it strange that the Senator, without any 
knowledge of the parties, or the feelings of the com- 
munily from which these cocuments emanated, 
should undertake to denounce them in that whole- 
sale manner. He, Mr. C. would venture to assert 
that if the Senator went home, aud met his consti- 
tuents in large bodies, at the Methodist or Baptist 
meeting houses, or would mix among them fami- 
liarly, take his chew of tobacco in his mouth, and 
tattle with bis neighbors, he would find a much 
larger portion in fayor of a bank than hè was 
aware of. * 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said he ought to know 
the feelings and wishes of the people of his own 
State. If there was any change in their sentiments, 
in relation to a National Bark, it must be of very 
recent origin. He must be permitted to premise, 
however, that, so far as he was able to judge, from 
correspondence, and the indications of the public 
press, the Bank and its friends were losing ground 
every day. He knew the people of his State were 
too much alive to their own interest, and too much 
enlightened, to be chained to the car of a United 
States Bank—to surrender the Government of the 
Constitution, bequeathed to them by their fathers, 
for that of a moneyed corporation, 

Mr. NILES said that the petition which had just 
been read appears to have come trom his own 
State, and he was sorry to perceive thatit contained 
upon its face a statement which he believed to be 
entirely incorrect, and which was calculated to im- 
pose upon the Senate and the country. The peii- 
tion states that it was signed by persons withont 
distinction of party—a statement which he was 
persuaded could not be trne in any proper sense of 
the language. He had not seen the names, and 
must move to have them read, that he might as- 
certain what truth there was in the statement to 
which he referred. 

[Several Senators objected on account of the 
length of the list, and the time it would consume.] 

Mr. N. said he would waive the motion then, 
and would repeat the expression of his decided 
opinion that the petition contained a false state- 
ment on its face. He thought he knew something 
of public opinion in his own State, and particular- 
ly of his political friends, whe were almost unani- 
mously opposed to a National Bank in any form. 
He knew something about this petition; it was, in 
his opinion, essentially a- political manceuvre ; it 
was started the very day after the election... One 
of the Senator’s friends, a Whig of some distinc- 
tion, and late president of a bank, the -very day. 
after the election, called-on-a venerable Democrat, . 


emphatically a party question: vo one watore 
so, and yet Congress and the country are told iMt 
this petition comes here from both political parties. 
Su, the statement is deceptive and essentially 
false, and he did not hesitate to pronounce it so. 

Mr. CLAY of Ky, suid itwas signed by persons of 
every class in life, as was apparent from the sig~ 
natures, and by persons of every party, Federal, 
Democratic, anc, he dare say, Conservative. The 
fact was, that there was a succession of panics of 
late to the gentleman and his friends. They began 
in Maine, and had extended themselyes to the Se- 
nator’s own State, from whence they had reached 
to Mississippi. 

Mr. NILES. The Senator complains that he 
(Mr. N.) had assai’ed a petition from his own con- 
stituents, and charged it with being false, without 
having examined it, and when it was evident, frons 
his own remarks, that he had no means of know- . 
ing. Mr. N said he did not say that the general 
statements of the petition were false; most of the 
petition consists of opinions and arguments, and 
although he might dissent from them, he did not 
charge them with being false, he had only said that 
one statement, that which represented the memo- 
rial as emanating {rom both political parties, was 
deceptive, and essentially false. And he had not 
made this charge unadvisedly, or without good rea~ 
sons; he had made it from his general knowledge 
of publie sentiment, which was sufficient to justify 
him in saying that, in the fair and proper accepta- 
lion of the language, the statement could not be 
correct. But he had other reasons. The Senator's 
Whig friends were in the habit of proctising tricks 
of this sort; they attempted to give this no-party 
character to a political meeting in his town last 
fall, at which certain political missionaries heid 
forth, and abused the Administration in no mea- 
sured terms; and even the Governor of the State, 
in his official message, declared that the recent elec- 
tion, which had brought him and the Legislature 
whom he addressed into power, was not to be re- 
garded as a party triumph. This wasa more solemn 
declaration than that in this petition, and was made 
in defiance of public opinion, when every man in 
the State knew that the contest had not only been a 
party struggle, in the ordinary sense, bat that it had 
been characterized by a spirit of party violence and 
malignity, and by acts of coereion and oppression, 
never before witnessed in the State; and by prac- 
tices which, if not amounting to bribery and core 
ruption, certainly approached very near to them, 
Such abuses and outrages against the rights of suf 
frage had never before been witnessed ia the State; 
there was something of the kind ia 1834, although 
it fell greatly short of what had occurred in the-late 
election, when all the banks had taken the field—. 
some of their presidents being candidates for high 
offices—and had exerted all the influence that be- 
longs to those powerful political engines, The 
banks could easily control the merchants and ma- 
nufacturers, who were their debtors; who, in many 
instances, attempted to coerce and oppress the la- 
borers in their employ. Factories were stopped, 
and business. suspended, and honest laborers. were 
given to understand that they could expect no fur- 
ther employment un:i} there weie heiter times, 
which could: not be until there was achange of 
-rulers., The- bad times were charged entirely to 
the wicked measures of the Administration, and 
many honest persons were deceived into that belief. 
What misrepresentation and deception could not 
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uccomplish, was effected by intimidation, coercion, 
and oppression of the most outrageous character; 
thé whole moneyed power of the State being 
brought to bear on public opinion in every possible 
way and form. Every interest was attempted to 


be subsidized, and a bait thrown outto every class: 
the railroad companies, a sectarian. college, the . 


Abolitionisis, and all others, were to be gratified 
wiih all they asked, and all.they desired, in case 
the Whigs succeeded: Well, sir, after an election 
had been carried by means like these, the people 
were insultingly told that it was not a party tri- 
uiph, but a result brought. about by a union of 
panies. 


Afier all these promises, made so profusely and 
unserupulously to all classes, we have seen, sir, 


how they have been fulfilled, and what Whig pro- 
mises are worth. The Legislature have now been 


in session for four or five weeks, industriously em-. 


ployed, not in redeeming their pledges, but in de- 
‘vising excuses for violating them.. ` They have 
found that it was one thing to makè. promises be- 
fore elections, and another to fulfil them afier- 
‘wards. But they have labored hard.to do it, and 
. shown a becoming zeal to restore the currency, re- 
gulate exchanges, and put an end to the hard times 
brought on by the wicked measures of this Ad- 
ministration; they have been very anxious to re- 
lieve the people from their distress and sufferings, 
bur, unfortunately, have been unable to agree on 
the means of effecting so much goad. Bat, finally, 
after æ long and laborious struggle, they seemed to 
have decided on the proper measure for relieving 
the people, and bring about good times once more. 
This measure was also recommended on account 
of its consistency with Whig principles, and the 
perfect harmony it proved between their principles 
and practices; besides, it very happily illustrated 
their “spoils” doctrine, and their utter aversion to 
offices, office-holders, and office-seekers, of which 
we have heard so much. Well, sir, what do you 
think this wonderful measure is which is to relieve 
the people, restore the curreacy to a sound state, 
regulate the exchanges, revive business, set the 
factories going, and fulfilall the promises which had 
been made to the railroad companies, the friends of 
a college, th» Abolitionists, the Conservatives, and 
2. Why, sir, it isa very powerful and ef- 
measure, and is nothing more norless than 
ccp af all the Democrats from office. Now, 
any one doubt, that, acccording to thè 
reed, this wonderful remedy will afford im- 
mevuate and universal relief to all classses, unless 
it be some few individuals who -may «hink that 
they have not got their share of the spoils.’ It will 
set the currency and exchanges right, make an end 
ofthe panic, revive business, set the banks in mo- 
tion, make money plenty, help every man to pay 
his debts, and produce general prosperity. This, 
sir, is the great universal Whig measure of relief, 
and js. the only one which has- been adopted, ex- 
cept an act to give greater indulgence to the banks, 
by authorizing them to issue small bills, without 
being compelled to redeem them. 
Among other interests brought to bear on the 
election, was that of a National Bank; and imme- 
diately afier, this petition was started. He regarded 
it as essentially a political movement, although he’ 
presumed that most of the signers honestly believed 
that a National Bank might be beneficial. Manu- 
facturers, who sold their goods in other States, and 
who, in common with others, suffered from the de- 
ranged state of the currency, no doubt supposed 
that a bank would facilitate their remittances, and 
improve the domestic exchanges. In this he dif- 
fered with them, but did not doubt their sincerity. 
If the ‘petitioners have any interest in a bank, it 
must be from its supposed influence on the cur- 
rency elsewhere, as it could have no beneficial 
effect in the State. 
blished there afforded no facilities whatever as to 
exchange, over the local banks; and, indeed, was 
generally. thought not to be so favorable in its deal- 
ings. N ; 
He would state one fact, which would show how 
little interest was felt for a National Bank before it 
became a political question. No longer ago than 
1832, a general meeting was held in’his own town, 
attended by most of the cashiers of the local insti- 
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Y tune, called “ Pea Straw.” 


‘they were as respectable as any Senator here. 
did not think it was consistent with the Senator’s 


knowing the names of the. signers. 
fectly willing to accommodate the Senator, and 
would hereafter endeavor to regale his ears with 
some other tune. 
Senator and his friends ever since the commence- 
ment of the session? Why, nothing but Sub-Trea- 
sury, Sub-Treasury. 


derstood to be one. 
conduce to the interests of the State and the country, 
was nota question for him to decide. His course 


endeavored to carry out the true Democratic prin- 


ciples of our system of Government, and to support 
such measures as he believed to conduce to the per- 


‘stand or fall. 


The branch which was esta~_ 


tations, which adopted very strong resolutions 
against the late Bank of the United States. 
Mr. N. said that whenever a memorial was in- 


. troduced on that subject, and on almost all: other 


occasions, it made little difference what, we had an 
eloquent and flourishing harangue from the Sena- 
tor about the Bank, or a: Bank, whose praises were 
daily sung, and in. the same high. key. He had 
heard this favorite tune of the gentleman so often, 
that it reminded him of what he lately read in.a 
daily paper, (he hoped. the Senator would not think 
he meant any offensive comparison;) of-a negro 
fiddler; who was very proud of his skill, and con- 
stantly displaying it, yet could play but a single 
I When any: one asked 
him to try his hand, he promptly replied, “ Very 


-well, sir; will massa please have Pea Straw?” -and` 


immediately struck up the old tune. Now, sir, the 
honorable Senator is very much in the same condi- 
tion, “He seems to have but one tune; and although 
he plays that very skilfully, ‘yet, as we hear it so 
often, and on all occasions, it is not surprising that 
webecomie a little tired of it. The mind likes variety; 
and whilst we admire the musical powers of the 
Senator, most of us would be better pleased if he 
would occasionally give us something besides the 
old- Bank tune of Pea Straw, Pea Straw. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that he could 
with pleasure say that he was on-very. good terms 
with the Senator from Connecticut, and hoped that 
they would part on as good terms on the fourth of 
March next. One thing the Legislature of Connec- 
ticut had done, besides turning out all those worthy 
Democrats; and that was, to deprive the Senate of 
the benefit of the gentleman’s enlightened counsels. 
He knew nothing of the petitioners, but.believed 
He 


usual prudence to denounce as untrue what was de- 
liberately asserted in that petition, without even 
He was per- 


But what had been sung by the 


Mr. NILES.. The Senator informed him that he, 


(Mr. N.) seemed to forget one important measure, 
which the Legislature had adopted, which was, to 
decide that his services here should cease on the 4th 


of March next. Mr. N. was well aware of this 
important Whig measure, and thought he had not 
omitted it, as it was included in the great relief mea- 


sure which he had named; a general: sweep of all 


the friends of the Adrninistration from office, cer- 
tainly included himself, as he was pretty well un- 
Whether this measure will 


here had at least been open and fearless: he had 


manent and lasting interests of the country.. On-these 
principles and these measures, he was desirous to 
A majority of his State—an acciden- 
tal or fortuitous majority, the result of a panic, as 
he believed—had decided against him, and he should 
cheerfully aquiesce in their decision. He had not 
the vanity to suppose that his services here were 
of much importance; and, as regarded himself, 
public life had no such charms as to give him a 
pang at leaving it; retirement toa private station 
had no terrors with him: But he had known some 
who had been for years talking about withdrawing 
from public life, who seemed desirous to impress 
the public with the belief that they were anxious 
to get rid of the cares and perplexities of public 
affairs, and that they were only waiting for a favor- 
able opportunity to retire to the shades and repose 
of private life. Mr. N. said that he recollected 


` that two years ago two distinguished members of 


this body, one distinguished as an orator, -the other 
not less distinguished as a writer, intimated:an in- 
tention of retiring from the Senate; and. the Senator 
from Kentucky, who was one of the. gentlemen, 
made freqiient appeals to the Senator from. New 
Hampshire (Mr. Hix] to co-operate with him in 


several measures,so that they might unitedly 
some little service to their country, be 
withdrew from, its councils. Wels 
from New Hampshire did retire, as Ñ 
to act ashe says he shall act, and is now 
magistrate of his State. And for many 
fore, the Senator, on many occasions, hasidi ly 
intimated an intention to withdraw from the public. 
councils of his country} -he has endeavored to give. 
an imposing effect to many. speeches and many 
measures, on the ground of their being-the’ last 
fruits of hisexperience and wisdom, as he was about 
to retire to the shades of Ashland. “From time to 
time we have had “more of the last words of good 
old Richard Baxter” enforced by an affecting ex- 
pression. of anxiety for the seclusion, the - repose, 
andthe quiet, of the shades of Ashland. But still 
` the favorable opportunity dees not occur. The Se- 
nator is still as deeply and ardently engaged in the 
“party strife as ever; he is still here, sir, and engaged 
atthe old tune of the Bank, his favorite Pea Straw. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky would assure the wor- 
thy Senator from Connecticut that Ashland was a 
‘very pleasant place, and that he should be delight- 
ed to be there now tò enjoy the comforts it is dis- 
pensing; and as the worthy Senator would have a 
good deal of leisure after the fourth of March next, 
he hoped to see hiú there, where he would be sure 
of being treated with the greatest kindness'and hos- 
pitality. It was true he ‘expressed an anxious and 
sincere. wish to retire from the service of the public 
—a wish, which, ifheshouldavow it now,the Senator 
would hardly give him credit for it." But there 
was one fact to which he would call-the Senator’s 
attention, and that was, he was here by compul- 
sion, and the Senator would retire by compulsion, 
` on the 4th of March next. He would. advise the 
Senator to retire{rom public life in a philosophical 
temper, and not give way to splenetic: and violent 
attacks on his own State. Why, the Senator had 
not even spared the Governor of his own State, and 
declared that his assertion, that he was elected by 
both parties, was wholly untrue. How was’ this? 
Were the Whigs in, a. majority in Connecticut? 
‘Was there no Conservatives -there—no converted. 
Loco Focos?. Mr. C. protessted against the un- 
| worthy and unauthorized imputations that the Se- 
nator had cast on the Governor, Legislature, and 


is very apt 
Tait 


citizens of his own State. |. 

Mr. NILES.: The’ Senato¥ repeats his charge, 
that I must have done injustice to my: own State. 
which he attributes to. personal disappointment. 
He speaks of certain illustrious names which con- 
ferred honor on the State, and alludes to two indi- 
viduals now living, and formerly of this body, who, 
by the by; are not held in very high estimation by 
any pary. Sir, (said Mr. N.) I have said nothing 
derogatory to-the illustrious names to whom the 
Senator alluded, nor have I made any reflections 
on the character of the State. He thought he knew 
what was due to his State, to its interests, its re- 
putation, its honor, and, to the best of his humble 
abilities, he had endeavored to defend them. He 
had spoken of certain dishonest practices ‘which 
‘had been introduced since the corrupting influence 
of banks and money had been brought to bear on 
public sentiment, to subdue the public will and 
control elections. In reprobating these dishonest 
practices, ‘so derogatory to the character of a free 
and enlightened people, he had vindicated the cha~ 
racter of his constituents, who, being strictly’ a 
moral people, never could approve of such prac- 
tices as prevailed at the late election. -Hespoke 
without reference to party ; for he believed that the 
great mass of both parties will equally condemn 
all attempts through the power and influence of 
money to, overthrow private opinion, and subvert 
the fundamental right of suffrage. He, with others, 
had struggicd for years to secure an extension of 
that right, and is it now supposed the people of the 
State will submit to see it trampled in the dust by 
the insolent and debasing “spirit of money ?.- Far 
better would it have been that the elective fran- 
chise should have remained as it once was, con- 
fined to the freehold, than to be extended to 
all, to become the subject of traffic, coerciéi, and 
oppression, so far as respects the poor ant 
dant,” There was no want of the spirit’ 
independence among his constituents, 


abuses could “not take place, except in times of 
panic and distress; when depetidant laborers were 
out of employment, and struggling for bread. 

Sir, the Senator has proffered:‘me his advice, 
which is, that I will submit cheerfully and in good 
temper to the change which has taken place in my 
State, and retire with good feelings towards all, and 
not grumbling and complaining. The advice (Mr. N. 
said) was qnite unnecessary, as he believed he had 
already evinced ; still it was good, and he should 
certainly follow it. His maxim was never to de- 
spair of the Republic, and he had not the least 
reason in the world to do so, so far as respected his 
own State. Hehad every reason to be encouraged, 
as he had had abundant evidence that the reign of 
the Senator’s friends would be brief as well as in- 
glorious. If the Senator could see the facts con- 
tained in a letter he (Mr. N.) received by the last 
mail, giving an account of the proceedings of the 
Legislature, he would be satisfied that the triumph 
at which there had been such rejoicings could not 
last long; he would see that his friends were in 
great trouble and perplexity, and much in the con- 
dition of the banks, who were really their masters, 
having made many promises which they were 
unable to fulfil. He would find that, for their 
treachery, faithlessness, and cowardice, they were 
visited with complaints, both loud and deep, at 
-every corner of the streets; not from political oppo- 
nents, but from disappointed friends, to whom 
their promises had not-béen redeemed. He thought 
one year would be the extent of their power; it 
might continue longer; but he would assure the ho- 
norable Senator, for his special gratification, that 
there was not the least probability that it could 
hold‘hold out until the great struggle in 1840. 

Sir, said Mr. N. as the honorable Senator has 
given me some advice, which I have received 
kindly and agreed to follow, I will return the favor 
by offering a little to him. I wish to remind the 
Senator, of what his long experience must have 
convinced him—that in this changing world politics 
were, of all things, the most unstable and fluc- 
tuating; that existing opinions and present appear- 
ances were often extremely deceptive, and fre- 
quently led to dangerous conclusions. Little 
reliance can be placed on results without look- 
ing at the causes which have produced them, and 
seeing whether they are abiding, or fleeting and tran- 
sitory. He hoped the Senator would not suffer bim- 
self to be deceived by recent indications of public 
opinion, which may have proceeded from temporary 
causes. Public opinion is extremely fluctuating— 
principles alone are stable and immutable. ‘There 
is; However, one thing as. to which the great mass 
of the people never change. It was that to which 
he alluded in the first speech he delivered in the 
Senate, in attempting to explain the wonderful 
popularity of that venerable man who a year since 
rétired from the public councils of his country for 
ever. That one thing, sir, is honesty. The people 
are honest, and they love honesty above all other 
things. They will forgive mistakes and errors in 

heir public servants; but if they find that they bave 

been imposed upon, it is vain to think to maintain 
‘their confidence. If the present indications, appa- 
rently so auspicious to the Whig cause, are the 
result. of a panic, of temporary causes—and still 
more, if they have been produced by deception, 
he warned the Senator that it would be very unsafe 
to build any hopes upon them. 

There are sume professions and some causes 
which flourish only in adverse and calamitous 
times.. The medical profession, although one of 
great merit, we all know flourishes best when sick- 
ness'and distress prevail. ‘Tne harvest of the phy- 
sician is gathered in seasons of pestilence, and 
amidst the sighs and groahs of the sick and the 
anguish of surviving friends. , : 

"There are some causes, also, that thrive best in 
times of publi¢ distress and calamity. . And the 
history of this country proves that this is the case 
with that cause which, let it exist under'whatever 
naime-or form it may, combines the essential ele- 
ments of aristocracy in our political system. This 
cause, originally known as Federalism, cand since 
called by all soitsof-namés, which it is thought 
“May disguise its Teal’ character, has always Suc- 


pulse its real: characte eee 
cséded: best in times of difficulty, embarrassment, : 


and distress. ~ - Indeed, sir, it has never flourished 
at any other period. Peart: 

‘When the country is in trouble, when business 
is ata stand, when the people are in difficulty, 
debt, and distress, this cause has flourished. Hence 
during the last war, when the country was almost 
sinking under a pressure of difficulties, struggling 
with the most powerful nation on earth, without 
revenue, and almost without credit, the cause of 
Federalism was prosperous beyond all former ex- 
ample. Receiving fresh vigor from the difficulties 
and distresses of the country, its power soon be- 
came formidable and almost irresistible. It pros- 
trated every thing before it in the Eastern States. 
In his own State, the small, but fearless and patri- 
olic band of Democrats, who dared to stand by 
their country when faction had pushed its mea- 
sures to the very point of open resistance to the 
laws, were apparently so reduced in numbers that 
the violent party leaders of that day sneeringly 
said that there were not enough left to laught at. 

But, sir, when the war terminated, when the 
dark cloud which had long hung over the country 
passed off, and the sun once more shone with 
brightness on our fair land, it was found that the 
Democracy were not dead, nor even asleep. Al- 
though they had never succeeded in the State, the 
very next year they came forth with an energy 
which broke the ranks of Federalism and prostrat- 
ed all their strongholds of power. 

The same occurred in his State and others after 
the memorable panic of 1834, 

Sir, this cause, consisting of a combination of 
all the elements hostile to the popular principles in 
our Government, is at all times the same; and the 
history of the past is the prediction of the future. 
It is a cause that is nourished and sustained by the 
embarrassments and distresses of the people. It 
rises as the country sinks, and sinks as the country 
rises. 

The recent embarrassments and distresses of the 
country have imparted to it that vigor which 
springs only trom public difficulties. But as busi- 


ness revives, and industry returns to its accustom- | 


ed channels; as the gloom and darkness passes 
away, as it soon must, the apparent bright pros- 
pects of this cause will disappear as has been the 
ease on all former occasions. It isa cause that 
will not bear the light; that will not bear pros- 
perity. And Democracy, oppressed and borne 
down by a temporary pressure, will rise invigorat- 
ed by this suspended action, and by its own jn- 
stinctive energies will spread wider and broader its 
influence in every direction, sweeping away every 
thing that opposes its progress, until it covers the 
whole land, and fills with joy the hearts of all who 
love liberty and their country. 

After some further remarks from Mr. CLAY, 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the reading of the New 
York petition, and it was accordingly read. 

Mr. W. observed, that upon looking at this pa- 
per itself, he found that it was an old acquaintance 
-~a sort of circular or travelling bank petition, of 
which he had seen several. The honorable Sena- 
tor on his right had presented several of them, 
and this came from a most respectable town of his 
State. Ife was desirous of seeing what evidence 
there was that the signers to this petition had 
changed their political faith, and the only evidence 
he found was a note at the bottom of the petition, 
signed by one individual in initials, and which 
was not noticed by the signers themselves. The 
petition was a sort of lithograph, and every man into 
whose hands it came was entreated to disseminate 
it as widely as possible ; but many of them he ob- 
served were signed by very few persons. He 
wished the petition to be printed. with the names, 
and as there were not many, the expense would 
not be great. He wished it to be sent to Jamaica, 
in order that the people there might see who it 
came from.” When he heard the presentation of 
this petition this morning, he must say. that he 
supposed it was anew one, and came fresh from 
the people. Hesaw so much exhilaration in the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, that he could 


have no other opinion; but he now saw that the | 


letter enclosing it was dated the first of March, 
which was long before the Senator’s project.of a 


National Bank was heard of. Hé should not have} 


ites tata ii hetinrnor—he 
asked the qtiestion he did, if he had kiown tl 
petition resulted from a state of things existing be- 
forè the Senator brodched his project. The Sena- 
tor gave asa reason why the country wanted a Na- 
tional Bank, the great inequality of bank paper. 
Now he recollected that it was not very long ago 
that an attempt was made to force the Treasury 
to receive this depreciated paper. Now if this pa- 
per was so very depreciated as to be shaved twice, 
they ought to rejoice that the attempt had failed. 

The question was then taken, and both petitioas, 
with the names, were ordered: to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Jacob 
Gideon, sr. of this city, praying payment of arrears 
of pension: referred to the Committee om Pensions: 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Alvin Mit- 
chell, of Mobile, praying confirmation of title to a 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of New Hampshire, remonstrating against 
the execution of the Cherokee: treaty: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported several bills from the 
House without amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill making provision for the adjustment 
of the title to. the site of a light house on Roanoke 
Marshes, North Carolina: read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported the bill from the House for the relief of 
Elias Eastman, without amendment. 

The bills for the relief of Sandy Walker, Eliza- 
beth French, Richard Hall, John Midwinter, My- 
ron Chapin, and Samuel M, Asbury, also received 
from the House, were reported, and their indefinite 
postponement recommended. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to grant to Cherokee 
county, Alabama, a certain tract of land: read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Wes- 
SLER, Was, after being modified by him, adopted. 

The bill in regard to the town of Southport,. in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, was read the third 
time, and after a debate, in which Messrs. SE- 
VIER, BUCHANAN, CALHOUN, CLAY. of 
Alabama, KING, WHITE, and. WEBSTER, 
took part, passed—yeas 24, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard,King, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Swift, Trotter, Wall, Webster, White, 
Young—24. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Benton, Calhoun, Lumpkin, 
Niles, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, South- 
ard, Strange, Tipton, Williams, and Wright-——12. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the follow- 
ing bills were severally taken up, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill concerning a seminary of learning in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

The joint resolution to disapprove, and disaffirm 
an act of the Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Wisconsin, chartering the Bank of Prairie du 
Chien. 

The bill to grant a quantity of land to the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of aiding in the 
opening of a canal to unite the waters of Green 
Bay and Rock river. 

The bill from the House to require the Judge of 
the. district courts of East and West Tennessee, 
to hold a court at Jackson, in said State, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The bill to authorize the Portage Canal. Com- 
pany to enter a quantity of land at the Wisconsin 
arid Fox'river portage, was considered, and ordered 
to. be engrossed fora third reading. 

The Senate. adjourned. 
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Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was agreed to: 
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sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing a pension toJohn P, Eastman, of Cornish, 
Maine. _ Bi Opie aS 

Mr, PATTERSON, on leave, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to. f 

Resolved, That the Committee ön the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post roate from Darien 
Centre, via Pembroke, to Alabama, in the county 
of Genesee, New York. o e 

LAKE SURVEYS. 

The first business in order was the following re- 
solution, reported’ yesterday from the Committee on 
Commerce: . 

Resolved, That the Secreiary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the House of Representatives, 
at the commencement of the next session of Con- 


gress, a copy of each survey, and chart accompa- 


nying the same, that has been heretofore made, of 
the shores, harbors, inlets, and waters of Lake Erie; 
also, a copy of each similar survey that has been 
made of Lake Michigan. 7 Be ayes 

Two amendments were pending, one by Mr. 
BRONSON, to insert “Lake Ontario,” and the 
other by Mr. CRARY, to include “Lake Huron.” 

Mr. WHiTTLESEY, of Ohio, stated that he 
had prepared a substitute whieh would cover the 
whole ground, but while the amendments were 
pending he could net do so. i 

Mr. BRONSON said in order to remove this 
embarrassment, he would withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then submitted his propo- 
sition as foliows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the Uniled States of America in. Congress assembled, 


That the President of the United Strates is hereby au-. 


thorized to cause such parts of Lakes Ontario, 
Erie, St. Clair, Huron, Michigan, and Champlain, 
and the bays contiguous, and the rivers and straits 
connected with said lakes, as are within the Uni- 
ted States, to be surveyed, when he may deem the 
same to be necessary to add security and safety to the 
navigation orcommerce on those waters, or fur any 
naval or military operations that may be required 
on the same for the protection and defence of the 
northern frontier, and accurate maps and charis of 
such surveys to be made; and for that purpose he 
is herey authoiized to employ any public vessel 
or craft within those waters; and to, detail for such 
service such persons as are employed ow beard of 
such vessels or crafis and others in public employ, 
when ti me can be dune without injary to other 
brarshes o! the puotic service; and that he cause 
the shoals, ruuks, and other obstructions, and. the 
channels into the bays, moaths of rivers, and 
through the straits, when said channels are intri- 
cate, to be designated by buoys, or in such other 
suitable manner as he may divect. 

Mr. WISE moved to include “the waters of the 
Chesapeake bay, and the creeks adjacent thereto,” 
and said a few words in support of it. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY opposed its introdacticn 
it this resolution, as not connected wi'h the sub- 
ject, thoagh he, was willing to vote for a survey 
for the waters of the Chesapeake. bay to any 
extent. . oy Ay 

Mr. WISE rejoined, and said he proposed for 
this bay nothing more than the gentleman pro- 
posed for the lakes. For himself, he was opposed 
to the principle of making these surveys, and.so 
were his constituents, but as Northern gentleman 
would have them on their waters, those of the 
South would have them on theirs. > 

Mr. BRONSON replied that the gentleman had 
misconceived the object of the resolution. ~ The 
geniemun thought it contemplated large expendi- 
tures. [idid no such thing; so far from that, it 
did not contemplate the expenditure of a single dol- 
lar, for it oniy proposed the employment of the Go- 
verninent vevsels and officers who were already on 
the spot. 

After some further remarks from Mr. B. and 
Mr. CUSHMAN, in relation to another matter re- 
ferred to the Committee on. Commerce, Mr. B. 
said-he. had no very particular. objection to the 
amendment, ifit only proposed, as the original re- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


- order, being the 
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solution did, merely to employ the vessels already 
stationed there. 
Mr. MALLORY, alluding to the little that had 


been done in the coast survey, said he should vote. 


against Mr. Wautt.esey’s proposition unless Mr. 
Wise’s was agreed to. 


Mr. FILLMORE begged Mr. Wiss to withdraw. 


it, and submit it as a distinct resolution, when.it 


- Should have Mr. Fs cordial support. : F 
Mr. REED deprecated the local jealousies and: 


distinctions Southern geritemen had drawn. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY then accepted Mr. Wise’s , 


amendment. __ 

Mr. STANLEY - moved to include. Albemarle, 
Pamlico and Cove Sound. Ss ma 

Mr. C. SHEPARD suggested there were other 
sounds requiring to be surveyed in North Carolina, 
as well as those indicated. by his colleague. 

At this stage the CHAIR announced the special 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

‘On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Howarn in the chair, 
on the bill making appropriations for preventing 


and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, | 


and for arrearages for the year 1837. ; 

The question was on the amendment submitted 
on the 2Ist inst. by Mr. BELL. 

Mr. TURNEY concluded his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Bett, in the course of which he commented 
upon that gentleman's course at different periods 
of his political career with great severity. 

Mr. BELL rejoined, and commenced by saying 
he hoped he should be indulged with an oppor- 
tunity to rejoin to the unprovoked attack of-his 
colleague. He said that’ his personal. relations 
with his colleague had not been familiar, bat had 
always been civil, and not unpleasant. He knew 
but little of his course previous to meeting him 
upon’ that floor, and did not suppose his attack 
was dictated: by personal malice or ill will. He 
looked upon him as the voluntary scavenger of 
others, not acling from the promptings of his own 
heart, but as the fit, apt, voluntary conduit of 
the malice of others. He had found the poli- 
tical associates of the gentleman, in the House 
and out of it, equally destitute of private honor 
cr publie principle. He had so charged of 
them and against them in his own district, 
and in the vicinity of their homes, among 
their neighbors; but they were never willing to 
meet bim there nor here. , He hoped they would 


meet hin hina privately and personally, and not | 


continue to male these attacks upon the floor. of 
the House. He had accused. them at home and 
here of bad faith, falsehood, and hypocrisy, but 
they had never thought fit to meet him there or 
here. He repeated that he did. not think his col- 
league (Mr. Tunney] was actuated by private ma- 
lice, but was the ‘willing, voluntary .instrument of 
others, the tool of tuols. i 

Mr. TURNEY. It is false! it is false! 

Mr. STANLEY calied Mr. Turney to order. 

At thesame moment both gentlemen were per- 
ceived in personal conflict,* and blows with the fist 
were aimed by each at the other. Several mem- 
bers interfered, and suppressed the personal vic- 


lence; others called order, order, and some called. | 


fur the interference of the SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER hastily took the-chair, and in- 
sisted upon order; but both gentlemen continued 
struggling, and endeavoring, notwithstanding the 
constraint of their friends, to strike each other. 

The SPEAKER called upon the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to preserve order; which, without the inter- 
ference of that officer, was restored. 

The SPEAKER then read the rule of the 
Manual applicable to the case, which rule re- 
quires that in a case of personal contest, both par- 
ties shall be required to giye a pledge to the House 
that they would carry the matter no further; and that 
the precedent in such a case, was that the Speaker 
took the Chair to preserve order, and the House 
adjourned. i 

Mr. HOWARD made an explanation,that the un- 
fortunate occurrence, which he deeply regretted, had 


* Mr. BeLL gave the first blow. 


occurred so--promptly, suddenly, and unexpected-, 
ly, that, though. disposed-to: preserve-order, he had. 
not.an opportunity to. interpose. before the SPEAKER: 
‘had taken the chair, as. was his right and: duty; the: 
regular officer of the House, elected to preside over : 
their deliberations, having- more power and infus: 
ence than a mere: temporary chairman.of -a coms: 
mittee, not elected-by the House, itself: oe iTA 
Mr. WISE remarked that. there had been a 
sudden excitement, „whieh had. already. blown 
over. If-any excitement ‘existed, there. was no 
exhibition .of it. Fe would propose, as the best 
mode, for the House to -go into committee. again. 
That, he thought, would be the best way to get -rid 
of the subject * : ae 
` The SPEAKER said his impression was. that 
wonld be the best. mode. i 
Mr. MERCER referred.to his having made an 
attempt to-get tne Fule of the House enforced on a 
former occasion, in which he failed; he would not 
make the attempt now, but- he considered. that the 
rules of the Tlouse were the laws.of the House; and. 
unless the House would enforce its laws, he would 
not remain a member of it. eS 
The SPEAKER was about to. put the question 
upon going into committee, when `° 
Mr. FLETCHER cf-Vermont said, that as a new 
meinber, it might, perhaps, be deemed unbecoming 
in him to express an opinion en a-subject like this, 
in the presence of older members; but it did appear 
‘to him, and he could not-avoid expressing it, that 
lo go into committee now would not be respectful 
to the: House itself. The privileges of the House 
had been trampled upon, to say the Teast. of this 
painful occurrence; and he desired to see those. pri- 
vileges respected. Mr. F. was proceeding, when 


The CHAIR pronounced him to be out of order, 
as no proposition was pending. 7 A 
Mr. FLETCHER explained that his remarks 
were m reference to the motion to go into commit- 
tee; but as he had said, substantially, all he intended, 
he would, therefore, take his seat. i 


Mr. YELL expressed an earnest hope that the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mercer,] would’ 
not make any distinct proposition of the character 
he had adverted to. It might seem a little extra- 
ordinary that a gentleman from Arkansas should 
get up there as a peace-maker, but nevertheless it 
was so, andas such he entreated"Mr. M. not to 
present his proposition, for Mr. Y: was convinced. 
the matter could be quieted and setiled without 
further difficulty. He had the pleasure of know- 
ing both gentlemen, and had known them long; 
and he well knew, too, that if the House attempt- 
ed to carry oat Mr. M’s proposition, these two 
gentlemen would be severed so far asunder that 
they would never come together again; and that 
which was the result of teniporary heat, would be 
converted into a lasting difference. Mr. Y. was 
in favor of Mr. Wise’s motion, as the best mode of 
disposing of the matter, for, to discuss such a sub- 
ject in the House, would be to commit both gen- 
tlemen. ; : : 

“Mr. WISE remarked, that he felt thankful to the 
gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Yext,] for his sùg- 
gestion. He had always found that such interfe- 
rence had always'produced more excitement; and 
from the age and standing of both the gentlemen, 
the House might feel sure that such proceeding 
was unnecessary. He felt sure that both felt 
ashamed of the hasty occurrence, and that both 
were already more punished than they would be by. 
any action of the House in the enforcement of the 
rule. i 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the question: Was not 
upon going into Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER said a question of privilege 
would override that motion. : 

Mr. MERCER said he was preparing a proposi- 
tion, if he could have time, and in a few moments 
he offered the following : 

Resolved, That warm words and a mutual assault 
having passed between two members of this House, 
viz: the Hon. Jony BELL and the Hon. Horus 
L. Torney, of the State of Tennessee, they be 
called upon by the Speaker to declare in their 


places that they will not prostcute the quarrel be- 
tween them any further, l 


thë tables = = ; 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. - i 

Mr. MERCER called for tellers; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 80, noes 52. : 

So the resolution was laid on the table. f 

Alter some conversation respecting the situation 
of the bill, dc. between Messrs. SHEPARD, 
BRONSON, and BOULDIN, : 

Mr. PENNYBACKER submitted the following 
resolution: ` 

Tne Hon. H. L. Turney and the Hon. Jonn 
Bex. having violated the privilege of this House, 
by assaulting each otherin the House whilst sitting, 
it is, therelore, . 

Resolved, That the said H. L. Turney and Joun 
Bert do apologise to the House for violating its 
privilege and offending its dignity. 

Mr. P. said it was a farce to have laws unless 
they were to be enforced, and he insisted that it 
was the duty of the House to enforce the rule. 

Mr. YELL inquired if the resolution was not 
the same as the one offered by Mr. MERCER. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. YELL then moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. GRANT called for the yeas and nays; 
znd while the Clerk was calling the names of mem- 

ers— 

Mr. WISE rose, and said it was unnecessary to 
go`through with the proceedings; for he was autho- 
rized by both the gentlemen to say that they were 
both ready to volunteer their apologies to the 
House. 

The suspension of the call being objected to, it 
was completed, and resulted—-yeas 21, nays 155. 

ae the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. BELL and Mr. TURNEY severally made 
their submissions to the House, for their violation 
of order in its committee, both of them disclaiming, 
in the most unqualified terms, the remotest inten- 
tion of violating the rules ond orders of the House. 

The foregoing resolution of Mr. Pennybacker 
was then, on motion of Mr. TAYLOR, laid on the 
table without ¿ division, and, 

On motion of Mc. WISE, the House again went 
into committee. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, and went into 
a reply in fall, to the allegations of Mr. Tunney, 
and other charges made against him at home, for 
the purpose of vindicating his previous course, and 
exonerating his character. 

Mr. BELL having concluded his remarks, Mr. 
UNDERWOOD followed briefly, and Mr. HAL- 
STEAD at length, when the pending amendment 
of Mr. Ber. was agreed to—77 to 70. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished the question taken 
again, for. he was convinced the committee must 
have voted under a misapprehension of the ques- 
tion... The amendment now agreed to was the 
amendment of Mr. Bett, moved on his own 
responsibility, and not the amendment moved, or 
to be moved, by the same gentleman, under the 
instructions of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
which the committee supposed they had been 
voting upon, 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that the vote could 
be taken in the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to some gentle- 
man who had voted with the majority to move a 
reconsideration, and asked Mr. Beru if he did not 
intend to move the amendment of his committee. 

‘Mr. ANDERSON stated that, having voted un- 
der a misapprehension, for he had supposed the 
question was on the amendment of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, he, therefore, moved a reconsi- 
deration. - 

Mr. DROMGOOLE raised the point whether a 
motion. to reconsider was in order in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The CHAIR ruled it to be so, on the ground 
that the same orders and rulesgoverning the House 

-weré applicable in Committee of the Whole. _ 

Mr. GARLAND of Lousiana appealed from that 
decision. Mee . 

Mr. BELG would obviate the difficulty by 

~ movitig the amendment of the Indian Committee; 
š e point raised, his own opinion was thata 


Mr. POTTER moved: to lay this. resolation on 
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motion to reconsider could notbe made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. GARLAND withdrew his appeal; though 
he was- satisfied the point raised ought to besus- 
tained. — ts - 

Mr. ANDERSON also withdrew his motion to 
reconsider, and i 

Mr. BELL then submitted the amendment, 
which was as follows, and which he had been in- 
structed to move by the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs: ` 


Src. . Andbe it further enacted, That the further 
sum of one million forty-seven thousand and sixty- 
seven dollars be appropriated, in fall, for all the 
objects specified in the third article of the suppie- 
mentary. articles of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-five, between the United States and tas 
Cherokee Indians, and for the further object of 
aiding in the subsistence of said Indians tor one 
year after their removal West: Provided, That no 
part of the said sum of money shall be deducted 
from. the five millions stipulated to be paid to said 
tribe of Indians by. said treaty: And provided, 
further, That the said Indians shall receive no be- 
nefit from the said appropriation unless they shall 
complete their emigration within such time as the 
President shall deem reasonable, and without coer- 
cion on the part of the Government. 


Sec. . And be it further enacted, That, for satis- 
fying all claims for arrearages of annuities, for 
supplying blankets and other articles of clothing for 
the Cherokees who are able to supply themselves 
and which may be necessary for their comfortable 
removal, and for medicines and medical assistance, 
and for such other purposes as the President shall 
deem proper to facilitate the removal of the Chero- 
kees, one hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. B. so modified the amendment as to insert, 
where requisite, the words “out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 


Mr. WISE merely wished to say that it was his 
intention, before the committee rose, to have repli- 
ed briefly to some of the gentlemen who had fol- 
lowed him upon the Cherokee question; but, in the 
desire expressed on all sides to take this question for 
several evenings past, he would forego the privilege 
of rejoining to them as he had intended. It had 
also been his intention to have taken a full review 
of the Florida war, and to have shown the manner 
in which that war had been conducted, and the re- 
sults ithad brought about. He had intended to 
have made clear every proposition which he as- 
serted when the first bill appropriating a million of 
dollars for that war was under consideration, that 
that war was iniquitous in its inception, more jni- 
quitous in its conduct, and more disastrous in its 
results, and disgraceful to us as a nation, and that 
the expenditures of that war have been most extra- 
vagant and profligate. He was prepared also with 
official documents to show that it had been a most 
brutal and inhuman war, costing this Government 
millions of treasure and the most precious blood, 
and that it ought not to be prosecuted in the man- 
ner it had heretofore been, but he would not detain 
the committee after the numerous cries for question. 


In reference to the vote'on the former bill, the 
official organ had stated that Mr. W. was in his 
seat, and skulked from the responsibility of voting 
on it. That assertion was false. He never should 
have skulked from such a vote as‘that. Never, and 
if he were to be alone, the only man among the 
representatives of these people, he would stand by 
the declaration for ever, that he would not vote 
another dollar for such a war. No, he would ar- 
rest it at once, and order all our forces to return 
from Florida instantly, except what were barely 
sufficient to protect and- restrain the white man 
from the Indians. It would be one of the proudest 
acts of his life, one of the proudest votes of his 
public life, to stand alone upon the journals on 
such a question. He would not, when humanity, 
when justice, when every moral and sacred obliga- 
tion due to the country and to man, called for its 
discontinuance, longer wage such a war. 

The amendment was then agreed to. . 

Mr. EVERETT moved an additional. item of 
$20,000 to defray the expense of making treaties 
with certain hostile Indian. tribes: lost. Hee 


| and special authority to do so. 
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Mi. WISE offered an amendment to: be renewed? 
in the House, which was also dis tO. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, ‘the. con- 
mittee then rose, em diss. and the ‘bill-and amend- 
menis were reported-to the House. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to non-concur 
in Mr. BELL’S own amendment, and to concur in 
that of the Committee ‘on Indian Affairs... The 
effect of the former, he explained, would be, if 
adopted, to renew the negotiations under. the 
treaty. : z 

Mr. POPE had intended to address the House 
at some length, but would forego it in the anxious 
desire evinced on all sides to take the question. He 
adverted to one point, which was the assumption of 
power on the part of the President in ordering 
troops to the Cherokee country, without previous 
There was nothing 
in the Constitution nor in the laws which warranted 
him indo soing. He wished to move that the bill 
and amendments be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the Heuse ad- 
journ: lost—ayes 74, noes 81. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had seen a letter from 
a distinguished officer now in the Cherokee coun- 
try, which stated that, whilst the Cherokees did not 
intend to resist, neither did they intend to move one 
muscle; and Mr. T. would say that, unless the In- 
dians were in some degree propitiated, it would 
cost ten times the amount to coerce them. He 
appealed, therefore, to every man, whether those 
who had been so eloquent in behalf of these poor 
Indians, or those who had the feelings of men 
about them, whether they would not prefer giving a 
sum for reconciliation and conejliation than for 
massacre and murder. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked that the amend- 
ment was not inconsistent with the provisions of 
the bill in other parts. 

Mr. HOWARD said, that as he understood the 
amendment, it would empower the President to 
apply the money as appropriated in the bill, and 
to expend the two millions appropriated in the 
amendment also. 

Mr. REED called upon the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to give the 
evidence upon which he had. intimated that a 
war might break out suddenly between two States 
on matters provided for in the bill; and on ac- 
count of which anticipated war, he pressed the 
immediate passage of the bill, : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, after commenting slightly 
upon the manner in which the call had been made, 
said that all the Indian wars had arisen from the 
conduct of the whites, or of those who, like the 
gentleman’s friend, John Ross, were seven-eighths 
white. 

Mr. REED disclaimed any acquaintance with 
John Ross, and did not know on what ground 
the gentleman [Mr. C.] had called him his [Mr. 
R's] friend. He complained that an intimation 
had been made to the House that a war between 
two States was likely to break out, and that th 
House was left in the dark upon the subject. 

Mr. POPE proposed to amend the amendment, 
so as to make it read any sum ‘not exceeding” 
two millions, so as to leave it discretionary with 
the President to act as circumstances might require. 
It was stated by the Secretary that the Indians 
would be satisfied with the bill; and if so, the addi- 
tional appropriation would be unnecessary. 

Mr. McKAY said he hoped the amendment re~ 
ported by the Committee of the Whole would not 
be concurred in. He was opposed to giving any 
more than was stipulated in. the treaty. He 
understood that the provisions of the bill would ‘be 
satisfactory to the Indians; and he had no doubt 
that if the hope of gaining more was held out as in 
this amendment,. they would of course wait, and 
réfuse to remove, peaceably, until they could ob- 
tain the additional sum of two millions; so that.it 
would operate as a substantial addition of two mil- 
lions to the appropriations: which it was represented 
would be satisfactory to the Cherokees, 

Mr. PENNYBACKER rose to express the hope 
that the. proviso which had been adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole, on the motion of Mr. 
Bein, would not be agreed to by the House. It 


| avowed the purpose of enabling the Presideat te 
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allow the Indians two millions of dollars, .as “an 
additional compensation for the lands ceded‘ to the 
United States” by the treaty of 1835. -This was 


obviously going behind the treaty, and inculéating | 


the belief that the.treaty was not binding. It was 
bad policy for the House, at any time, to inquire 
into the validity of a treaty which had been ratified 


according to the requirements of the law; but it was- 


particularly impolitic in ‘this case, as all the evi- 
dence which had been adduced here to show that 
that alleged treaty was, in fact; no treaty, had been 
before the Senate, and had been-maturely consi- 
deted by them before they ratified it. 
another objection to the proviso. - It contravened 
the policy of the Executive, and defeated the hopes 
of the people of Georgia. A commanding general 


had been sent among the Indians, with instructions | 


to remove them as speedily as possible. That officer 
had notified them that they must be prepared to go 
before the “next full moon.” Now, what did the 
proviso do? It said, ‘ if the President shall ascer- 
tain that all discontent and further opposition,” ete. 
“can be allayed or evaded, by. allowing an addi- 
tional compensation,” etc. he was thereby: autho- 
rized to apply two millions of dollars to that ob- 
ject. Was not this. holding out to the Indians 
an inducement to remain in their country until 
the President should have an opportunity to ascer- 
tain if “ all discontent and further opposition”, ete. 
could not be “allayed or avoided,” by allowing 
the two millions of dollars, as ‘an additional com- 
pensation,” etc.? Clearly it was. Ross, it was 
agreed on all hands, was a very shrewd fellow; 
and he would assuredly find out what it was the 
interest of his people to do, under the terms of 
the proviso. But Mr. P. had. still further objec- 
tions. The proviso gave more money than he 
was willing’ to ‘give. The subject had been before 
the Committee on Indian Affairs; : and had, been 
maturely considered by thatcommittee. They had 
recommended the appropriation of only one million 
one hundred and forty-seven thousand and sixty- 
seven dollars for the peaceable removal of. the In- 
dians. That was enough, in all conscience. He 
had had great difficulty in prevailing upon himself 
to give that sum; and. his difficulty had been over- 
come only by the hope that the boon would prove 
effectual as a peace offering. If, on the terms of 
the proviso, the Indians should remove, they 
would not only be entitled to the sum which the 
President would agree to give them, but they 
would also reap the benefit of the sum recom- 
mended by the committee. That Mr. P. never 
could agree to. j ; R 

It was idle to suppose that, by adopting the pro- 
viso, a saving to the Government would be effected 
While the Indians were waiting to extort from the 
President the Jargest sum which he would be autho- 
rized to give them, the army would necessarily 
have to be kept in their country. to see if they would 
ultimately go. Thus, in-any event, the expense of 
the army would have to be incurred. 

For these reasons, Mr. P. hoped that the proviso 
would not be concurred in. 

Mr. WISE said that when the committee were 
about to rise, he desired to make some remarks in 
conclusion ofthe debate; but knowing that gentle- 
men were weary of the debate, he was willing to 
yield to their wishes, and. suppress his observa- 
tions; and he did so upon what he supposed the ex- 


press understanding that no debate. was to be had | 


in.the House. Since the bill had been reported, 
however, gentlemen got up on every side, and 
ound ten thousand mares? nests; and after the re- 
marks of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
McKay,] he should go on with the speech he had 
intended to make. He had been willing to abide 
by the implied agreement that the debate should 
cease, but he could not allow the observations o 


the gentleman [Mr. McKay] to pass without a re- | 


ply. He then gave way to` . i 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, who 
moved an adjournment. 

Mr HUNTER. of Ohio called for the yeas and 
nays, which were refased—ayes 29, noes 124. 

Mr. PETRIKIN call for tellers, which were or- 
dered and appointed, and. after division, they re- 
ported—ayes 88, noes 81. So- the House ad- 
journed at about 8 o'clock, p. m. i 


But he had- 


Miglin. 
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IN SENATE. - 
Fripay, June 1, 1838,- ; 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee'on ‘the Ju- 
‘diciary, to which had been referred the bill from the 
other Hlouse, to require the judges of the Circuit 
Court’ of the United States for East and West Tèn- 
nessee to hold their‘courts at Jackson, in said State, 

reported the same without amendment. : 
~ Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


reported unfavorably on several memorials that | 


had been referred-to that committee, . 

_Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported .a bill for the relief of John J. Bil- 
lings; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. po : Pe 

‘The following bills were severally read the third 
time, and passed: 3 

- The bill to grant a quantity of land to. the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, to aid’ in opening a canal to 
unite the waters of Lake Michigan and Rock river. 

‘The bill concerning a seminary of learning in 
the Territory of Wisconsin; and `- 

The joint resolution: disapproving and-disaffirm- 
ing an act of the Legislative Council of Wisconsin, 
chartering a bank. f 

The bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial 
Society of the city ef Washington, was taken up, 
and considered as in the Committee of the Whole; 
and, on motion of Mr. NORVELL, laid on the 
table. Š 

‘The bill to.authorize the managers of the Wash- 
ington Monument Society to erect a monument .to 
the memory of Washington, on the public grounds, 


` was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. SPENCE, 


laid on the table. wre 

The following bills: were severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in the Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Noah‘Miller, of Lincoln- 
ville, in the State of Maine. See, S f i 

The bill to remit or refund the duties to the Bal- 
timore and Susquehannah Railroad Company, upon 
the importation of iron made by them for the use 
of said railroad. ~ 

The Dill to refund to the New Castle and French- 
town Turnpike and Railroad Company certain da- 
ties paid by them upon iron imported’ by them for 
the construction of said road. š 

The jointresolution for the disposition of certain 
copies of the Biennial Register, and for the supply 
of the committees of. Congress with certain books, 
[amended on motion of Mr. KING, by striking out 


‘the section for the supply of books.] 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Ratcliff. was 
indefinitely postponed, but subsequently the vote 
was reconsidersd, on motion -of Mr. MERRICK. 

The bill granting a pension of Jonathan Crow. 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod. 

The bill for the relief of William Tharp. 

The bill to authorize tlie location of the pre- 
emption certificates, given by the Register of the 


| Land Office at Batesville, in Arkansas, under the 


act of May 26, 1834, on any of the public lands 
for sale in the State of Arkansas; and 


The bul to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fand reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road or roads leading to said State. 

IOWA TERRITORY. ; 

The Senate took up, as the order of the day, the 
bill to divide the Territory of Wisconsin, and to 
establish the Territorial Government of Iowa; and; 
after various amendments, š 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend the 
bill by making the tenure of office of the judges 
during good behavior, instead of for four years, as 
in the bill. . i 

Mr. SEVIER opposed the motion, and spoke of 
the inconvenience of having officers for life, who 
must be continued in office, no matter how unqua- 
lified, unless they- could be convicted under an 
impeachment, which was exceedingly difficult to 
be done. He thought it the safest practice that the 
tenure of office for all the public servants should be 
for short periods. o 

Mr. NORVELL said, that if any defector in- 
convenience resulted from the tenure of good be- 
havior, prescribed in this bill as the tenure by 


which the judges of the. Territory. of Iowa were’ to 
hold their offices, the-fault was ‘in“the Constitution 
of the United States. The first section of the third 
article of that instrument provides that ‘the judi- 


-` cial power of the United States shall be vested: in- 


one Supreme Court, aid in such inferior courts -ds 
the Congress may, from‘time to time, ordain and’ esta~ 
blish: -The judges both of-the‘supreme and inferior 


courts shall.hold their offices during good behavior.” 


‘The judges of the Territoriés are the United States 
judges, appointed by the President and Senate, un- 
der the authority. of laws ofthe United States. If 


‘they are not United’ States- judges, they must ‘be 


foreign judges, or no judges:at all. In the Govern- 
ment of the Northwestern Territory, the first Ter- 
ritorial Government established’ by the United 
States, and established in the’ same year in which 
the Constitution was framed; a provision is found 


‘constituting a court: of ‘three judges; “and their 


commissions shall continue in force’ during good 
behavior.” This may be considered a cotempora- 
neous interpretation of the constitutional provision 
in relation to the tenure and character: of the judi- 
cial office in the: Territories of the United States. 
He considered the Constitution’clear upon this sub- 
jeet. While, therefore, -he should, if unrestrained 
by that instrument, be in favor of a term of years, 
instead of the term for life, he could not consent to 
vote for the amendment which propesed to limit 
the tenure of these Iowa judges to four years. He 
well knew, brief as had been his service here, how 
utterly useless it was.to. invoke the Constitution on 
any subject, and how little influence it exercised on 
our proceedings; but, for himself, he must obey, on 
his occasion, what he believed to be its fair and 
lear injunction on this question. . ' 

Messrs. ALLEN and MORRIS opposed the mo- 
tion, contending that the provision in the Consti- 
cution referred to by the Senator from Michigan, 
did not apply to the Territories. 

On taking. the question, the motion of Mr. CLAY 
of Alabama was. lost, . ; 

After various amendments, the, bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. f 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill to settle con- 
tested claims arising under the pre-emptión laws. 
was taken up, and the amendment offered yester- 


day by Mr. L. being agreed to, the bill was or- 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill for the relief 
of Gurdon S: Hubbard, assignee of Jacques Veaux 
and Louis Veaux was taken up and considered, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, the bill to reor- 
ganize the District Courts of the State of Mississippi 
was taken up, and aftera brief explanation from 
Mr. T. ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill making appropriations for arrearages 
due for the completion of certain roads in Michi- 
gan was taken up, and after being “advocated by 


‘Messrs. NORVELL and LYON, and opposed by 


Messrs. SMITH of‘ Indiana and BAYARD, laid 
on the table. : : 

On motion.of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business; after which 

It adjourned over till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` Sarurpay, June 2, 1138. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Indian 
hostility bill, and amendments made thereto, in 
Committee of the Whole, were ordered to be 
printed. Mr. C. explained that he made the mo- 
tion on account of the confusion that had grown 
out of the misconception of the amendments. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 
1. A message from ‘the President of the United 
States, as follows: 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
_ I herewith transmit to the House of Representa- 
tives a report from the Secretary of State, in an- 
swer to their resolution of the 28th instant, relative 
to the claim in the case of the ship Mary, and 
cargo, of Baltimore.. 
i E M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, 30th May, 1838. 


DEPARTMENT or State, . 
_ `: Washington, 30th May, 1838. 
To the President of the United States: ~ ’ 
Phe Secretary of State, to.whom has been re- 
ferred the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 28th instant, requesting the President 
to communicate to, that body. “ any information he 
may have relative to a claim of-certain citizens of 
tre. United States upon the Government of Hol- 


_ land, growing out, of the seizure of the ship Mary, | 


and cargo, of Baltimore, during. the. year 1800 ;” 
and also to transmit to the House “any commu- 
nications which have been received from the.chargé 
d’affaires at the Hague relative to this claim, which 
he may not deem injurious to the public interest 


to communicate,” has the honor to report to the. 


President that the document, No. 13, printed by 
the order of the Senate in the early part of the pre- 
sent session,:contains all the information and çor- 
respondence in this Department called for by the 
aboved cited resolution. 2 
. Respectfully submitted, 
: : J. FORSYTH. 

On motion: of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

2. The folldwing from the President of the Uni 
ted States: - . 
ied Wasnincron, May 31, 1838. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 28th instant, regarding 
the annexation of the Republic of Texas to the 
United States, I transmit a report from the Secreta- 
ry of State, to whom the resolution was referred. 

: M. VAN BUREN. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
f Washington, May 31, 1838. 
To ihe President of the United States: 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 28th instant, requesting the President to com- 
municate to that House, if. not incompatible with 
the public interests, any correspondence not here- 
tofore communicated, between: this Government 
and that of the Republic of Texas, ‘and also with 
the Government of any other country, relating to 
the annexation of the said Republic of Texas to 
the United States; and to inform the House 
whether the application for the said Governmentof 
Texas, to the United States, for admission to this 
Union, has been withdrawn, has the honor to re- 
port to the President, that all the correspondence 
between this Government and that of Texas, re- 
spectiiig the annexation of that Republic to the 
United States, has been already communicated to 
the House of Representatives, and that the proposi- 
tion of annexation, made by the Texan Govern- 
ment, having been disposed of in that correspon- 
dence, has not been since deemed within the control 
of the United States. : 

No correspondence upon the subject:of such an- 
nexation has taken place between this Government 
and that of any other country. 

All which is respectfully-submitied. . 

_. JOHN FORSYTH. 

On motion. of Mr. DROMGOOLE, referied to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3. The following communication from the Se- 
cretary of War: ; 

DerarTment or War, June 1, 1838. 

Sie: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a re- 
port of the Commissioner of Indian, Affairs, fur- 
nishing, as accurately asthe duties -pressed by the 
Department will admit. of, the information ealled 
for by a resolution of the. House of Representa- 
tines of the 21st ultimo, in respect to. the valuation 
of improvements, and the amounts paid thereon, 
under the Cherokee treaty of 1835, 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
ne J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. James K. POLK, f 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

The following information was contained in a 
communication accompanying the above: 

1. That the improvements valued under the 
Cherokee treaty of 1835 amount to about one mil- 
lion of dollars. 
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2. The amount of money paid for such jmprove- 


-ments is not in all cases to be ascertained. These, 


with other allowances for spoliations, ferries, ete. 
constituted the credits to individual Indians, debts 
and other claims allowed by the board are charged 


against them, and the balance only is paid, if any 
_temains. - It is estimated that the payments equal 


eight hundred thousand dollars. 


- “On motion of. Mr. BELL, laid on the table. 


. TREASURY BUILDING. f 

Mr. LINCOLN asked leave.to submit a resolu- 
tion setting apart Monday next, from 10 till 1 
o'clock, for the consideration of the bill to provide 
for the removal of the walls of the new Treasury 
building. f 

Mr. YELL, Mr. CAMBRELENG, and Mr. 


HAYNES simultaneously objected. 


. Mr. LINCOLN gave notice that, if the House 
would consent to take up the resolution, he would 
accept any modification of it as to time. He then 
moved a suspension of the rule, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


rial presented from the operatives on the structure 
some days ago; and it was read. 

Mr. YELL inquired if it would not be equally in 
order to have read ‘the petition from the people of 
the western frontier for protection? a subject of far 
more importance.than a building job in this Dis- 
trict. f 

The CHAIR remarked that the other petition 
had been read by unanimous consent, 

The House then suspended the rules: yeas 98, 
nays 46; and the resolution being then taken up— 

Mr. YELL moved to include the bill to extend for 
twelve months the farther time for locating Lovely 
donation claims in Arkansas. 

Mr. CUSHMAN sent a substitute tothe CHAIR, 
but it was pronounced out of order. 

Mr. CRAIG then demanded the previous ques- 
tion, but witndrew it to enabe Mr. LINCOLN, at 
the suggestion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, to modify 
the resolution by making it Friday.next from 10 till 
1 o’clock. Motions were severally made by Mr. 
YELL and Mr. CUSHMAN, to lay the resolution 
on the table; and, Mr. CRAIG having renewed it, 
the previous question was seconded, and the main 
question ordered, put, and agreed to. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, on leave, reported a bil! extend- 
ing the benefits of the resolve of Congress of 24th 
August, 1780, to persons entitled to the same on ac- 
count of the services and death of Lieut. Edward 
Wade; which, on motion of Mr. B. was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House,.to which was 
committed all bills from the same committee, and 
which, under the special order of the House, are to 
be considered this day. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of David 
Gould, deceased. 

Mr. HARPER, from the same committee, also 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Lieut. Henry 
Fisher. : 

Both the above bills were included in the special 
order of to-day. . 

Mr. HARLAN, on leave, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a joint resolution 
tor the relief of the widow and other heirs of the 
late Alexander Hamilton, deceased; which was 
read twice and ordered to a third reading on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Miss. on leave, presented se~ 
veral petitions for post routes. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked leave to move to in- 
clude in the special order of to-day three bills for 
the relief of widows of officers of the army. 

Mr. CRAIG félt compelled to object to any fur- 
ther postponement of that order; whereupon, 

Mr. GRENNELL moved a suspension of the 
rules; which was agreed to, and the resolution re- 
ceived. 7 . 

Mr. MORGAN moved to'amend it by including, 
also, the bill to compensate pension agents; but the 
House rejected it, and then agreed to Mr. G’s re- 
solution. f 

This being the day set apart for the considera- 


Mr. ADAMS called for the reading. of a memo- 


tion of bills reported from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, R 
Mr. TAYLOR moved the House to go into 


Committee on the Union on such of the bills em- 


braced in the special order as wêre referred to. 
This motion was disagreed to; and, on motion of 


Mr. CRAIG, the House went into: Committee’ of 
the Whole—Mr. ELMORE in the Chair, and, 
having considered a large number of bills, rose 
and reported as follows: 

The following were reported without amend- 
ment: 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Apollos Coo- 
er, NyA ; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Harrison. 
A bill for the relief of Levi Chadwick. 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Marks. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Sampson. f 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Tarlton Woodson. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Dr. 
Charles Taylor. 


A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Ri- 
chard Harrison. ; 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Burch. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of David Gould. 

An act for the relief of Captain Samuel War- 
ren. ʻa A eg 
. A bill forthe.relief of Robert Ramsay: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth’Champney. 

A bill for the relief of Theodore Middleton. 

An act for the relief of John Spitfathom. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Hoffman. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Madison. 

A bill for the relief of Gratia Ray. 

An act for the relief of Moses Van Campen. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Patrick McGibbony. 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant William 
Lewis. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Fisher. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Wade. 

A bill for the rellef of Ann S. Heilman. 

A bill forthe relief of Josephine Nourse. 

The following bills were reported with amend- 
ments, for the most part to strike out the clauses 
from each which allowed interest: ; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Co- 
lonel Willis Reddick. : 

A bill for the relief of the.representatives of 
Francis Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Young. ' 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Colonel 
Thomas Knowlton. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Lathrop Allen. 

A bill fer the relief of the representatives of 
John De Treville. ‘ 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain James Purvis. - . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Con- 


way. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wadleigh 
Noyes. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Major Pe- 
ter Helphenston. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Hunt, heir 
of Captain William Hendricks. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain John Winston. 

A bill for the relief of John Clark. 

A bill for the relief of Lt. John McDowel. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel O. Pettus. j 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and représenta- 
tives of Presley Thornton. ` 

A bill .for the reliet of the heirs-of Garland 
Burnley. = 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Burton. pone i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Cook, i ` 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Vause. 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tarpley 
White . : 
A bill: for the relief of the representatives of 
Martha Woodiliff. . aN 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Gregory. 7 2 


A bill for the relief of the. representatives of Na- 


than Lamme. ; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Prescott, 
A bill for the relief of Simon Summers: . 
A bill to authorize issuing land warrants in cer- 
tain cases, oe 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of Ro- 


bert Bealle. ` 

A. bill for the relief of John March. 

A bill granting an increase òf pension to Emp- 
sonHamilton. j 

A bil! for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
William Fountain. $ aa 

A bill for the relief of Major William Lang- 
bourne. ; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Glascock. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives. of 
Richard Shubrick. ; hes 
: A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Mor- 
ett. og ‘ : 

A bill for the. relief of Nicholas Verplast. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Tarlton Woodson. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Tho- 
mas Triplett. ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Nick, alias Regnald Hillary. 

A bill for the relief ot the legal representatives of 
Thomas Wishart. . : 

A bill for the relief of Roger Stayner. 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of. 


James Broadus. 

A bill for the relief of John Emmerson. e 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Camp- 
bell. : . : 

A bill for the relief of the widow and children of 
Jonathan Dye. . : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Philip Light- 
foot. ` om: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Duval. 

An act for the relief of William Jones. 

A bill to: provide for the payment of certain 
judgments which have been er may be obtained 
against the State of Virginia. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Hack- 
ley. 

"The following bills were amended by striking 
out the enacting clause: R 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of. Cal. Willis 
Reddick. ` ` 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Taylor. oo f 

A bill for the relief of Thornton Taylor. 

‘A bill for the relief of Nancy Haggard. - 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Everard Meade. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John A. 
Hopper. D 

A. bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Towns, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Cazeau. ' paar 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
John. Brooks, ; ; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Robert White. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Spotswood. i 

The following bills were laid aide for further 
consideration in committee: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas E. Sudler’ and 
others. 

A bill to authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half pay to the widows or children of certain ofi- 
cers of the Continental line of the Revolutionary 
army. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Marshal 
Rochambeau. S 

A bill forthe relief of the corporation of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Scotland, in Han- 
over, now Yorktown, Westchester county, State of 
New York. : i Í 
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A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Israel Honeywell.. i T 

A bill for the: relief. of the tepresentatives of 
John Mandeville. | ie i e 

A bill for the relief of the heirs:of Doctor Samuel 
Kennedy. oe 

A bill for the relief ‘of the heirs of John Hopper. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives Of 
George Yates, deceased.” ee 
` A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Savage, deceased.. - l 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Abner Prior; ` a S 


An act’ for the relief of the representatives of | 


Saml. Y. Keene. 

An act for the relief of Moses Elmer. 

An act for the relief of Gustavus Horner. 

An act for the relief of Wiliam Ramsay. 

An act granting commutation to Isaac Bronson. 

An act for. the- relief of the representatives of 
Francis L. B. Goedwin. K 

An act for the relief of William Cogswell. 

An act for the relief of ‘the representatives’ of 
Thomas Rutledge. - ; 

At three o'clock, 'a division of the committee was 
called, when it was asceriained that there was no 
quorum. The committee accordingly rose and re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. MALLORY moved an. adjournment; which 
motion was carried in the negative. R 

‘Mr. CRAIG moved a call of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved an adjournment; which 
motion was carried in the negative--ayes 42, 
noes 50. . 


The question recurring on the call of the House, 


it was put and carried in the affirmative, without - 


a division. : l l 
The-Cierx was about to call the roil, when, - 
‘Mr. DAWSON moved that all further proceed- 

ings in the call be suspended, stating that a quorum 

would soon be in the hall, and the business might 
be proceeded with in the mean time. The motion 

was refused. ý ; , 
The list having been called through, a, motion 

was made to suspend further proceedings in the 

call; which was again rejected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN offered a resolution, to the ef- 
fect that the House was obliged to adjourn for want 
of a quorum, and that the names of members pre- 
sent be entered on the journal. ‘ 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out ‘members present,” and inserting 
names of “members absent.” i 

The CHAIR decided the resolution to be ont- of 
order. : 

During the call of the names of the absentees, 
it was discovered that a quorum was present, and 
the House again went into committee. 

The committee, after passing upon the remain- 
ing bills on the calendar, rose and reported them to 
the House. ` . 

The House then took up the bills reported with- 
out amendment, and they were ordered to be eñ- 


grossed for.a third reading, with the exception of . 


thatin favor of Josephine Nourse. . 

The bills from. which the clause allowing interest 
had been stricken out, were then taken up, and 
generally ordered. to. be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, the EZouse concutring in the amendment. 

The bills from which the enacting clause had been 
stricken, and a few bills otherwise amended in some 
important part, were postponed to Friday week; 
after which, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 4, 1838. 

Atthe suggestion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the House 
took up a number of Seaate bills lyingon the SPEAKER’ S table, 
and they were read twice and referred to their appropriate 
standing committees, $ : wee 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication trans- 
mitting a report in reference to the contemplated brilge across 
the Ohio river at Wheeling; which, on motion of Mc. WHIT- 
ERON of Ohio, was referred to the Committee on Roads and 

anais. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that, assoon asthe call for 
petitions was through, he should move to take up the public 
business, 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in the order of 
gtates and Territories, and were presented.as follows: —- 
NOYES ERE PARRIS, ANDERSON, EVANS, and 


NEW HAMPSHIRE —Mp: WILLIAMS) 0 eo 2 
i (Mr, Winuiams presented:a petition fora ‘mail route leading 
from Landafi, "New Hampshire, tanconia, New Hamp- 


ire.J °° Si = 
E LN; BRIGGS, PHIL 


MASSACHUSETTS --Mensre. LINC ag 
LIPS, CALHOUN, PARMENTER, CUSHING and ADAMS. 
[Mr Apams said ‘he hadin “his possession certain foincreso- 


lutions of the Legislature of.. Massachusetts, similar.: to. :thoge ` 


which. had. been: presented, and withdrawn last week by his 
colleague, (Mi CALHOUN] asking: tor: the rescinding of Mr. 


-Parron’s resolution, of 2st of December last. “Ne didnot- 
‘intend to offerthe resolutions at this: time, but should await.the, 


decision of the. House upor: the resolution. offered by hia col- 
league, [Mr. ‘Carnoun,] déglaratory of thë resolution of Mr. 
Parton; that resolutions of State Legislatures. were not.to be. 
included in the rule established~-by.that resolution respecting, 
petitions. Before offering. the résolutions of the Massachu- 
setts Legislature, he wished to know whether a resolution of the 
Legislature of a State of this Union were'to. be treated-with re- 
spect or contempt] 3 i 4, Ah R 
CONNECTICUT —Mr. INGHAM. | -5 i 
(Mr. INcHAM presented a. set of resolutions of the’ General 
Assembly of Connecticut, requesting the Sénators and Repre 


sentatives in Congress fiom that State to uge their influence to 


rocure the passage of a law to. indemnify the citizens of the 
Jnited States for. losses sustained by ‘them from the French 
rive $0 September 30, 1800. - Also, a preamble and set of reso- 
utions of the same General. Assembly, declaring that the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the United States of — 
the 21st December last, relating to: petitions, memorials, and.’ 
apers, touching the abolition of slavery, etc. in any State, 
erritory, or District of the United States, etc. is a virtual de- 
nial of the right of petition, subversive of the freedom ef de- 
bate, and an infringement of the rights of ‘the people of Connec- 
ticut, by refusing to hear-and consider the petitions of a large 
number of them; and solemaly protesting agains: said resolu. 
tion, in the name of the people of said State, as a usurpation 
of power, in violation of the spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States, subversive of the fundamental principlés of free 


. Government, at, war with the prerogatives of the people, and 


dangerous to the Union ; and resolving that while they recog- 
nise the peculiar rights of other membeis of this. Confederacy, 
they cannot consent to any interference ‘with the rights of the 
pseple of that State. They therefore request the Senators and 
Representatives in Congress from sajd State to use their best 
exertions to cause the said resolution of the 2lst December: last > 
to be rescinded, and also to lay the said’ preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Connecticut before Congress. Both 
of which sets of resolutions were, on motion of Mr. I. laid oa 
the table, and ordered to be printed.] ( 

NEW YORK—Messrs. CAMBRELENG, PECK, and PAT- 
TERSON . ` 

(Mr. CAMBRELENG presented a memorial of. the colored citi- 
zens of New York,jcomplaining of a regulation of the Island of 


. Cuba, by which colore mariners are confined in prison on their 
‘arrival there, and asking for the interposition of Congress. Also, 


resolutions of the Common Council of New York, in favor ofan 
appropriation for the improvement of Alleghany river.) 

NEW JERSEY-—-Mr. RANDOLPH. Ai 

PENNSYLVANIA —Messrs. WAGENER, McKENNAN, 
and $. W. MORRIS. “ ales? 

(Mr. Morris presented a petition for a post road from Blk- 
land, in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, to Addison, in Steuben 
county, New York.] 

MARYLAND—Mr. KENNEDY. 

VIRGINIA—Messrs. HOPKINS, MORGAN, HUNTER, 
BEIRNE, and WISE. : rah : ee 

{Mr. Horx Ns presented several petitions, nunierously sign- 
ed by. citizens.of Virginia, Kentucky, and. Obio, praying for 
the establishment of a continuous post route from Guyandotte; 
in Virginia, to Cincinnati in the State. of Ohio.) 

NORTH CAROLINA~Messrs. MCKAY and SHEPPERD. 

[Mr McK AY presented a memorial from Francis P: Blair, 
praying relief for reasons therein set forth; fer a judgment ob- 
tained against him as one of the sureties of a Postmaster in Ken- 
tucky, when the loss accrued by the depreciation of bank pa- 
per, Another branch of the memorial prayed for an investi- 
gation into the manner in which Mr. B. had executed the pub- 
hie printing. a. ý 

The first part was raferred to the Post Office, and the. second 
to a select committee, a 

At a subsequent stage of the day’s proceedings, however, 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which a part of the memorial had been referred to a 
select’ coragiitiee, and asked for the then consideration of that 
motion, but it being objected to, it therefore lies over, to come 
up on the next peution day. The motien does net affect the 
first branch of the memorial. J 

GEORGIA.~—Mr. DAWSON: 

[Mr. Dawson’ presented a petition, in behalf of Mra. Nancy 
Irwin, and her. orphan children, of Stewart county, Georgia, 
praying Congress to relieve the estate of her deceased husband, 
who was, kilfed in the battle of Shepherd's Plantation, from 
its liability for the payment of a balance due as postmaatey, 
&c. the same being lost in consequence of Indian depredations 
asis supposed, ] ` 

KENTUCKY —Mr. RUMSEY. 

TENNESSEE—Mr. CHEATHAM. 

ÒHIO—Messşrs. MORRIS, ALLEN, and RIDGEWAY. 

[Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Mrs. Burnell, and 19% 
women of Oberlin, Ohio, and of R. Loomise, and 50 others, of 
Portage county, Ohio, praying the recision of Mr. PATTON'S 
resolution, ] i f 

LOUISIANA —Mr, JOHNSON. ` 

MISSOURI—Mosars: MILLER and HARRISON. \ 

(Mr. Harrison presented the petition of Lucy Johnson, late 
Lacy Gooding, praying Congress to grant her a pre-emption 
right on Rock island; also, of Edward Beatty, praying that he 
may be allowed to enter land with certificates of deposites from 
the Treasury Department, which he purchased, } 

[Mr. Mitume presented the petition of John G. Parsons, of 
the State of Missouri, in which he sets forth that, en the 25th 
day of October, 18:6, he entered through mistake the east half 
of the southeast quarier of section No. 27, t. 60, r. 3, west, 
n said an aei and Hye te Congress a pass a law granting 

im suek relief as shall appear just and equit. X 2 

MICRIGAN—Mr. CRARY. ees 

[Mr. Crary presented a petition for a mail route from Battle 
Creek to Coldwater, also, a remonstrance ef certain citizens of 
Lenawee county against the passage of the Sub-Treasury bill.) 


On motion of Mr, OWEN: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a general law ex- 
empting from duty iron imported into the United States for the 
construction of iron steamboats; also, the expediency of'allow- 
ing G. B. Lamar, of Savanah, Georgia, to import free of duty 
the materials for the construction of two iron steambnats; also, 
the expediency of remitting the duty atiptilated tu be paid by the 
Iron Steamboat Company of Georgia, on iron imported into the 
United Siates. R i ; 

On motion of. Mr. LYON, ; , : 

Resolved; That the. Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of repealing the law requiring pen- 
sioners who fail to claim payment of their pensions for the space 
of —-months, to apply 


most convenient pension agency, upon sadafactory proof of 
their idéntity, and explanation of the cause of aay delay in oh- 
taming paymeat, or of making such provision by law as will 
authorize the pension’ agents to issue to pensioners orders or 
drafis on the Treasury Department for the ainount due them. 

On motion of Mr. WORD, | ý 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing the following post rouses in the State of Mississippi, to wit: 
From Holly Springs in Marshall county, via Ripley, in Tippah 
county, and Jacinto, in Tichamingo county, to Florence, Ala- 
Dima; from Holty Springs, Marshall county, to Hernando, De 
Soto county; feom’ Pontotoc, Pontotoc county, to Panole, in 


Panolo county, via Oxford, Lafayette county; and from Coffee. - 


viile, Yatlabucha county, to Charleston, in Tallehatchee county, 

Oa motion of Mr, JOHNSON ef Louisiana, the following re- 
solution, submitted by him on the 19th March, was taken up for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committec on the Judieiary be instructed 
to inqnire into the expediency of modifying the judiciary sys» 
tem of the United States, so as to abolish the chancery practice 
in the courts of the United States for the State of Louisiana, and 
provide that the mode‘of proceedings in the said courts shall be 
in conformity to the Laws of said State, 

On his further mation, the resolution was then modified by 
adding at the end thereof the following: 

“and also, that the eaid committee Inquire into the expedien- 
cy Of repealing so much of the 30ih section of an act of Congress 
entitled, “An act to establish the Jadicrd Courts of the United 
States,” approved September 24, 1789, ag dispenses with the yo- 
tice to parties according to the provisions of said act, when they 
reside at a distance of more than one hundred miles trom the 
place of trial”? 

The resolution as thus modified was agreed to. 

On mation of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency, of establish» 
ing a post route vs follows, in the Territory of Florida: from 
Haädilockato JeYarson, in Georgia; from Monticello, by the Mi- 
neral Springs, to Jacksonville; from ‘Tallahasse, by lola, to St. 
Josephs, ‘ i ' 
BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 


Pending the call. for pe'itions-— : i 
Mr, CUSHING asked leave to offer the following joint reso- 
Jution® Š ; 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of State of the United States be authorized 
and directed to deliver to the Secretary of the Benate, forty 
copies, and tothe Clerk of the House of Representatives, three 
hundred and sixty copies Cin addition to (he number he is now 
authorized to deliver to those ofcera) of the Ist volume of the 
4h ea, now published, of the documentary history of the 
America Revolution, published by Messrs. Clack and Force; 
an l that ho deliver a Hike number of copies to each of those 
officers, of every succeeding volume of that work, as soon as 
may be after the same shall haye been delivered to hin by the 
publishers. : Š 

And be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate, 
and.Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and: they are 
hereby directed, of the copies so furnished, to distribute one to 
each member of the Senate and House of Ropresentativey, and 
to each Territorial delegate of the “3d, 24th, and Wih Con- 
gresses, WhO are not entitled to receive the same. under some 
former actor resolution of Congress. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules; which prevailed-- 
ayes 101, noes not counted, ee . 

The resolution was then read twice, and the question being 
on ita engrossiment, 

Mr. BOND asked for the yeas and nays; but the House re- 
fused, and the other stage was passed to instanter, and the reso- 
jution ordered to be engrossed for a third roading to-day. 

On motion of Mc. MORRIS of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
plishing a port of entry at Marietta, in Qhis, 

CHEROKEE EMIGRATION, 

© On motion of Mr. GRANTLAND, | | 

* Resolved, That the Presidentof the United States be request- 
ed to lay before this House auy communications which may 
have been received by him, or by the Secretary of War, from 
the Governors of the States of Georgia, North Carolina, Ten- 
negsee, or Alabama, om the propusiuion of foha Rose and his 
associates, or extending the time of removing the Cherokee 
Indians from those States. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Resolvéd, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
take into consideratioa the propriety of providing, by law, for 
the issue of land serip for the satisfaction of such warrants for 
pounty land as have issued or may hereafter issue for Revolu- 
tionary services. n 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary . Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to John Voorhees, a soldier in the war of the Revolution. 

Oa motion of Mr. GANT, f y 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims he instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the claims of the ad- 
ministrator of. Joseph Edson, late marshal ofthe Vermont dis- 
trict, which have been suspended or disallowed by the Treasu- 

Department... 
an REPEAL OF THE FIVE DOLLAR RESTRICTION. | 

Mr. KILGORE asked leave to submit the following, bat it 
praa ubjected tos 


a at the Treasury Department for pay- | 
ment, and of making provision by law for their pannen atthe © 
a 


‘ingly took up the “bill making appropriations for preventing 


- removal West: Provided, That no part of the said sum of 
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Resolved by the Sendie and House of Representatives. 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That. the operation of so much ef the act of June 23, 1836, en- 
tided “An act to regulate the deposites of the public moneys,” 
as prohibitsthe receiptof the notes or bills of specie paying 
bauks, which have issued, since the 4th July, 1836, notes or bilis 
of a less denomination than five dollars, be, and the same Is 
hereby, suspended for the period of two years. 

‘And be it further resolved, That the operation of the second 


- section of the act of April 14, 1836, entitled “An act making 


appropriations for the payment of the Revolutionary and other 
pensions of the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, be, arid the same is hereby, suspended 
for the period of two years. e 
` INDIAN HOSTILITIES. i 
Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he was sure there wasa 
general desire on the part of the House that they should go on 
with this bill; and therefore he asked the House now to proceed 
to its consideration. ` i 
Mr. SERGEANT said, before this question was propounded 
to the Honse, he wished to ask the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means when he proposed to call up the bill to esta- 
blish what was termed a Sub-Treasury, or Independent Trea- 


sury? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that, with the approbation of 
the House, he hoped to reach it some time next week. The 
great anxiety felt to act on the pre-emption bill was such, that 
he would not interpose any obstacle to it; but the moment that 
measure was disposed of, he should call up the Independent 
Treasury biil. 

Tie House, agreeing to Mr. CampreLENc’s motion, accord- 


and suppressing Indian. hostilities for the year 1838, and for 
arrearages for 1837.” 

The bill had been reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the Siate of the Union, with the following amendments: 

1. This amendment was proposed by Mr. BELU, and therein 
agreed to: : p 
“Add to the end of the bill the following: ` 

“Provided, That, if the President shal} ascertain that all- dis- 
content and further opposition on ‘the’ part of any portion of 
the Cherokee Indians to the treaty of eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five can be allayed or avouled, by allowing an additional 
compensation for the tande ceded ‘to the United States by said 
treaty, and that the Government may thereby be saved the 
expense of keeping on foot the large military torce in the Che- 
rokee country now contemplated, he ig hereby authorized to 
apply two millions to the sum appropriated by this act to that 
object. 5 ‘ 

This amendment was excepted toby Mr. CamBRELENG, who 
moved a concurrence in the following, in lieu thereo’ which 
Mr. Beru had been instructed to move by the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: ‘ 

“ggo, . And beil further enacted, That the further sum 
of one million forty-seven thousand and sixty-seven dollars be 
appropriated, out of any money in the ‘Sreasury not other- 
wise appropriated, in full, for all the objects specified in the 
third article of the supplementary articles of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five, between the United States 


and the Cherokee Indians, and for the further object of aid. | 


ingin the subsistence of said Indians for one year atter their 


money shall be deducted from the five millions stipulated to 
be paid to said tribe of Indians by said treaty: And provided, 
further, That the said Indians shall receive no benefit from 
the gaid appropriation unless they shall complere their emi- 
gration within such time as the President shall deem reasona- 
blo, and without coercion on the part of the Government, 

Sec. , And be it further enacted, That, for satisfying 
all claims for arrearages of annuities, for supplying blankeys 
and other articles of clothing for the Cherokees who are 
not able w supplying themselves and which may be necessary 
for ther comfortable removal, and for medicines and medi- 


shall deem proper to facilitate the removal of the Cherokees, 
one hundredthousand dollars be appropriated out ofany money 
in the ‘Treagury not otherwise appropriated.’” 

Mr. WISE resumed, and concluded hia remarks; and the de- 
boio was continued by Messrs GRAHAM, BIDDLE, and LE 

TARE. 

Mc. LEGARE having concluded his remarks, he was follow: 
ed hy Mr. DOWNENG, both in support of the bill, when 

Mr, CUSHMAN obtained the floor, and remarking that, 
though there was one amendment he felt very strongly inclin- 
ed to vote in favor of, that waa the amendment of the Commit 
tee on Indian Affaire, but seeing no probability of bringing this 
debate a close- without applying that useful rule of the House, 
the previous question, he therefore demanded it, and hoped the 
House would sustain the motion, 

Mr. MARTIN moved a call of the Houae, but subsequently 
withdrew it. : 

Mr. EVERETT called for the reading of the original bill, 
anil the amendment made thereto in Committee of the Whole; 
which was ordered. ` : 

The House refused to second the call forthe previous ques- 
tion—ayes 62, noes not counted. 

Mr. BIDDLE rose amid the most vociferous calls for ques- 
tion ftom all parts of the Hall, and made a brief rejoinder to 
Mr. Downing. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of, Tennessee then made a brief defence of 
the Tennessee volunteers, from some charge of misconduct 
‘alleged to have been brought against them by General Jesup, 
though he admitted the possibility of Gen. Armstrong declining 
for them the labor of common laborers, though they never 
disobeyed an order of any kind from Gen. Jesup. 

Mr. DOWNING made a brief reply to Mr, BIDDLE, and 
that gentleman again rejoined with mach warmth, when the 
several amendments.proposed to the body of the bih were all 
agreed to. : i 

Mr. GRAHAM of Norih Carolina called for ihe yeas and 
nays, on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. BELL, as printed in 
last evening’s paper; which were ordered, ; 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana inquired of the mover of the 
amendment if the two millions proposed in it were an addi- 
tional sum to the means provided for in the bill, or were to be 
taken out of then. 


Mr. BELL explained that his object was to take the twe mil- 
lione out of the means reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means for the support of an army of six thousand men in 
the Cherokee country. : 


„a sum to pay thèse Indian claims. 


~it would be rejected. 


cal assistance, and for such other purposes as the President. 


427 


The question was then taken on this amendment; and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 90, nays 112. Oe 

So the amendment was rejected; and the question recurring 
upon concurring in theamendment originally reported from the 
Committee on Indian Affaire, thereon— , ` 

ve CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; which were 

ordered. n 
\ Mr. McKAY called for a division of the qnestion, and it being 
taken on the first branch of the proposition, [the whole of this 
amendment was also printed in last evening’s Globe,] the result 
was-—yeas 189, nays 15. 

So the first branchof the amendment wasconcuired in” `- 

The question then recurring upon the second branch of the 
amendment—_. ‘ s ‘ 

Mr. McKAY explained that he had called for a division of 
the question for the reason, that though he was perfectly wil- 
ling to vote an appropriation conformable to the recommenda- 
tion of the Secretary of War, he was unwilling to vote so large 
Mr. McK. understood they 
had all been examined into and long since rejected by Congress; 
but even if they were. allowed, they would. not exceed about 
$35,000, though he honestly believed nothing at all wasdue. In 
regard to blankets, medicines, etc. they could easily be pur- 
chased out of the $1,040,000, and appropriated in the first branch 
of the amendment.. The truth was, he believed the real object of 
this item was to place the $100,000 in the hands of the Execu- 
tive aa secret service money, to buy up the Cherokee delegation 
in this city who were hostile to the treaty. 

Mr. THOMPSON would suggest tothe gentleman, as a suit- 
able mode of carrying out of this system of economy, to spa- 
cily the medicines, and to prescribe that they should consist of 
nothing but lobelia, as that drug was cheaper than calomel! 
The gentleman would not trust a sum of $100,000 to the discre- 


‘tion of the President, but Mr. T. would have thought better 


of it, ifthe gentleman upon a former occasion had not voted to 
trustthe then Executive with the discretion ofa three millions 
appropriation. ' 

Mr. EVERETT stated that he had advocated this appropri- 
ation in committee, in order to facilitate the removal, and that 
no objection should be made that there was a want or articles 
necessary in effecting it. ‘He had not advocated it for the pur- 
poses intimated by the gentleman from North Carolina; nor 
did he wish the House to vote tor it on such ground, Ifthe ap- 
propriation was not for necessaries for, the Indians, he hoped 
If it was for necessaries, he hoped is 
would be made by the House. : 

The second branch of the amendment waa then concurred in 
—yeis 174, nays 20. : 

Mc. EVERETT then moved further to amend by adding a 
clause of $10,000 for making treaties with the Indian tribes. 

Mr. HOPKINS then demanded the previous question; which 
war seconded, 84 to 6}. > 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays on ordering tho 
main question, but they were refused, and the question was or. 
dered withouta division. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina, then called for the yeas and 
nays onthe main question, being the engrossment of the bill, 
butthey were refused, and the question prevailed without a di- 
vision, and the bill ordered to a third reading and put on its pas- 
sage, on which — 

Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, called for the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were’ 143 to 87, i 
. Bo the bill was passed, ; : 
cMr. CHAPMAN, on leave, submitted ‘the following resolu. 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Rowe, in the State of Georgia, through 
Van’r Valley, to Hollaway’s, on Willis Creek, in Alabama. 

On motion, at a quarler past 7 o'clock, p.m. 

The House adjourned. 


Jovsi or Representatives, June 4, 1838. 

GENTLEMEN: In your report in the Globe this morning of 
of some remarks made by me on Saturday last, in reply to Mr. 
Cambreleng, itis said: “Mr. Reed disclaimed any acquam- 
tance with John Ross.” Che Reporter was mistaken: Mr. 
Cambreleng called Jolin Ross the genvleman’s friend—meaning 
Mr. Reed. Mr. Reed, in reply, ukserved that he had not named 
John Ross in the debate, and that the remark of Mr, C. was 
gratuitous and improper, but did not say he did not know Nir. 
Ross. Ido know John Ross. “Ihave long known him, and I 
respect him asa man of extraordinary talents and firmness, and 
T esieem himas a man of honesty and moral worth. 

Will you have the goodness to insert the above note in your 
paper, as an act of justice to myselfand to Roes? 

: Your obedient servant, 


+ JOHN REED. 
Messrs, BLAIR and Rives. 

Nots.—The Reporter, in justice to himself, would add that 
he distinctly heard Mr. REED say that the remark of Mr. CAm- 
BRELENG was gratuitous and improper; and he repeats that, 
from the indistinetness of Mr. Regp’s manner of speaking, 
united with great noise and confusion in the hall, he did not 
hear Mr. REsp say that he bad long known and respected 
John Roas, and he therefore fell into an error in theslight ab- 
stract of the discussion, Had the Reporter given some of 
the remarks, especially the remarks of Mr. CAMBRELENGS, to 
which Mr. Resp replied more in full, he would probably have 
been mere accurate thanis ever intended in a mere sketch, 

C 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, June 5, 1838. 
TERRITORIAL BUSINESS, 

This being one of the days set apart for the con- 
sideration of bills relating to the Territories, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio suggested that the 
committees be called on for reports this morning. 

Mr. YELL said he must object to it, much as he 
disliked to do so, for these were the only two days 
the Territories would have, and he thought no 
other business should.interpose. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, with an amendment, Senate 
bill to grant a quantity of land to the Territory of 


428 


Wisconsin, for the purpose of aiding in the open- 
ing of a.canal to connect the waters of Lake Michi- 
gan. with Rock river. ` o ee 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill concern- 
ing a Seminary of, learning in the Territory of 
Wisconsin. T = 

‘Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill to divide the Territory of Wisconsin, and esta- 
blish the Territorial Government of Iowa. ` 

Mr. B. also reported, without amendment, Se- 


nate bill to reorganize the Legislative Council of 


Florida, and for other purposes, 

_ Mr. HARLAN made an inquiry of the Crair, 
in reference to the construction of the order, as to 
whether it setfapart all the two days for Territorial 
business. ark ho 
_ The CHAIR cited the order, which was general 
in its terms. : 


Mr. BOULDIN asked the consent of the- House’. 


to indulge him with leave ‘to offer a resolution 
Setting apart Tuesday, the 12th of this month for 
the consideration of all such matters. of business 
as relate to the District of Columbia, and which 
may be then. pending before the House. “Leave 
being granted unanimously— en 
. Mr. YELL'had no objeetion to the resolutlon, 
but preferred a more distant day than that named, 
or some other than’ a public day; however, he 
would suggest Monday the 11th. 

Mr. BOULDIN would accept any day. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to precluding petitions. 

Mr. BOULDIN. Very well, then; make it after 
the morning hour. cs i 

Thus modified, the resolution was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, all the Territo-` 
rial bills in Committee of the Whole were referred ; 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of ‘the 
Union, so that they might be considered in one 
committee. — ` 

Pursuant to the’ order, the House then resolved 
itself into Committee on the Union, Mr. SERGEANT 
in the chair, and considered the following bills: 

1. A bill to establish two additional land offices 
‘in that part of Wisconsin west of the Mississippi, 
which was laid aside, and the bill from the Senate 
on the same subject was taken up in its stead; and 
after being read, was laid aside, to be reported. 


2. The Senate bill to create the office of Sùr- 


veyor General in the Wisconsin Territory, was 
next considered, with certain amendments, pro- 
posed by the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill was briefly opposed by Mr. BOND, 


and was supported by Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, 


Mr. CASEY, Mr. HARRISON, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Louisiana, and Mr. POPE. - SAE 
. After which, the amendments reported by the 
committee were severally adopted. : i 

Mr. BRIGGS offered an amendment, to insert 
the words ‘State of Ilinois” in several places, so 
that one office should answer for that State and the 
Territory of Wisconsin also.. wes 

Mr. BRONSON, Mr. LINCOLN, and Mr. 
MERCER opposed the amendment; and after some 
explanation from Mr. BRIGGS, he withdrew it. 

Mr. BOND then moved an amendment, to re- 
duce the salary proposed in the bill from two thou- 
sand to twelve hundred dollars; which was dis- 
cussed, and modified to insert fifteen hundred, and 
adopted by a vote of ayes 80, noes not counted. _ 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to mend so as to strike 
out the contingent provision of twénty-five handred 
dollars, and to insert for one draughtsman and clerk 
a salary of one thousand dollars each. 

Mr. BOND moved to amend the amendment, by 
making it read seven hundred dollars each, which 
was modified to read an aggregate compensation 
of sixteen hundred dollars; and having been ac- 
cepted by Mr. Cusuman, the amendment as amend- 
ed was adopted without a division. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then moved to strike out the 
proposed appropriation for house rent and fuel, 
three hundred and fifty dollars; which was rejected 
ayes 25, noes not counted. 7 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

3. The bill to establish a new judicial district in 
the Territory of Florida, was next considered, and 
laid aside to be reported. 

‘4, The bill from the Senate to authorize the Pre- 


- nexation of Texas. 
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sident of the United States to .cause to be‘surveyed. 
and ascertained, the boundaty line between. the 


| State of Missouri and Territory of Wisconsin, with - 


an amendment tostrike cout all after the enacting 


-clause, and insert a bill’ with provisions: to’ the 
same end as the Senate bill; which amendment. 


was adopted, and laid aside to be. reported. a 
_5. The dill from the Senate to ascertain-and de 
signate the boundary line’ between the State of, 
Michigan andthe Territory of. Wisconsin, was. 
taken into consideration, and laid ‘aside to. be re- 

ported. = 0 N PA a ` 


7T. "The bill to divide the Territory ôf Wiseonsin, | 


and establish the Territorial Government of Iowa: ~ 

The bill having been read through, | ; 

Mr. MASON of :Ohio’ moved -to strike out-the- 
enacting clause, stating in a few remarks, that he 
did not'intend to commit himself against the. b.l, 
but ithad been asserted that people shad’ settled 
there in: a manner contrary to Jaw, ‘and in regard 
to that and. other topics he wished to obtain infor- 
mation. i : 

‘Mr. CRARY advocated the passage of the bil), 
saying that there were a great many inhabitants 


who were virtually. without: theprotection of law, - 


and over whom the United States were bound to 
extend the protection of Government and law. 
Hesaid Territorial Governments had been provided 
in former years over sections of less extent, and 
containing a much smaller number of people; and 
he could see no reason why this case should be ex- 
cepted from the general policy. . ae 

Mr. MERCER made some remarks in opposi- 
tion to. the bill, and recommended that. the bill 


should be passed over fora time, as it, would cause . 


debate, and would postpone or prevent the action 
of the committee upon ‘other’ bills which -wouid 
pass without debate, and which were important. 


. Mr. WADDY THOMPSON opposed the biil- 


and the creation of a Territorial Government in 
the Northwest; and went at length intoa conside- 


| ration of the balance of. power between the North- 


ern and :Western, and the Southern States, as far 
as related to the questions of slavery, and the an- 
He said he would never con- . 
sent to the coming in‘of these Territories or States 
into the Union, when the fanatical spirit of the - 
North, was pouring into the House memorials 
against the annexation.of Texas, simply because 
it was cursed with ‘the. peculiar institution of the 
South. — 

Mr. BRONSON offered some suggestions in sup- 
port of the bill; and referred to a large number of 
actual settlers, who had acquired pre-emption rights, 
and would become citizens so ‘soon as the lands 
should be surveyed and.opened for sale. The com- 
mittee had already passed upon two bills establish- 
ing land offices in that Territory, and so soon as” 
they were prepared to act, there was a large tract 
which would be immediately settled, and paid for. 
But he would not agree to the principle, that peo- 
ple should not be protected by Government, on the 
ground that they had not bought and paid for Go- 
vernment lands, when they had settled upon them, 
and had acquired pre-emption rights. He also al- 
luded to the vast extent of the Territory of Wis- 
consin; and argued that as the whole was in the 
course of settlement, it would soon be necessary to 
establish the Government now proposed. “He ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the candor with which Mr. 
Tompson had stated the grounds of objection 
which he and some others might have to the bill. 


Mr. B. said he would not go into a discussion of 
the main point of that objection, but he would re- 
fer to the ordinance respecting the Northwestern 
Territory to thow that the United States. were 
bound to provide such Governments for Territo- 
ries, and to admit new States when certain con- 
tingencies arose, such as were described in that 
ordinance. He would not discuss the question of 
the admission of Texas, but gentlemen would see 
one strong point of difference. This Territory was 
owned now by the United States. It was theirs, 
and they were bound to protect it. Texas, on. the 
contrary, was not ours, and would have to beac- 
quired. - He trusted the friends of the bill would 
not go intoa discussion. of the’ questions raised by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Tromer- 


80N,] which, if entered apor 
terminable debates. T a R 

Mr. POPE followed: with some arguments in fa- 

vor of the-bill. < Fie went into a’ defence: of the. set-” 


2 


| -tlers on these new. lands, and. spoke favorably of ` 


their general character, and justified: the practice of 
‘squatting upon the lands, as in conformity with the 
intention of the law, which was only. made to pro- 
‘hibit. speculators Trom appropriating large tracts, 
without: actual settlement... He also advocated the ` 
policy of ‘erecting Territorial..Governments, with 
salutary laws ahd proper’ officers’ to administer- 
them... He spolre-of the number of. "people on this 
Territory, and said he understood: they were-more 
numerous. than ‘the people of” Arkansas when a 
Territorial Government was established. there; the 
population then being only about six thousand. 

Mr: BRONSON said therë were now, ashe was 
informed, on'this Territory, west of the Mississippi, 
thirty “thousand people, and they were constantly 
increasing. E ar eo ots 
- Mr. THOMPSON replied to the argument found- 
ed upon the ordinance of 1787, and: intimated that. 
he wished to meet the -question of admitting new | 
States now, instead of waiting until it became a 
TerLitory - witha hundred‘ thousand people, and 
knocked at the door for admission as a State. He 
wished to preserve a -balance of power; and the 
South desired the admission of Texas, that they 
might have in the. Senate a protecting power | for 
their institutions. ae ; 

The debate. was continued. by. Messrs. BRON- 
SON, MERCER, EVERETT, JONES of Wis- 
consin, SHEPARD, and WHITE of Kentucky. 

The motion to strike. out the enacting clause 


was then rejected without a division. ae 

Mr. BOND moved to amend the bill so asto 
„strike out two thousand dollars as salary for the 
Governor, and fifteen hundred. dollars as salary 
for the same person as Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs; and to insert twenty-five hundred. dollars 
for his salary in both these capacities. ` 

Mr. BRONSON remarked that the salary as 
fixed by the bill, was taken from other Territorial 
acts, and was less than the salary in some of the 
Territories. He said there were Indians to be re- 
moved from this Territory, and a great labor and 
responsibility would. be required’ from the Governor 
in that service... 9 à caer 

Mr. BOND spoke of his ‘desire to-reduce-these 
salaries generally; and thought the more this Ter- 
ritoty was subdivided, the more thé salaries should 
be reduced, as the labor. and care. would be less. 
- He, also, compared this proposed salary with that 
of the Governors in ‘some of the States, and con- 
tended that these were put too high in comparison. 

Mr. EVERETT wished ta have the salary for 
each branch of the’ service designated, ‘so that, in 
case different individuals should be employed, the 
proportions might be fixed for each. 

Mr. BOND modified his motion, according to 
thie suggestion, so as to appropriate fifteen hun- 
dred dollars as salary for Governor, and one thou- 
sand as salary for Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

Mr, POPE offered a few remarks; after which 
the amendment was. agreed to, and the bill was 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill from the Senate granting land to the 
Territory of Wisconsin; to open a canal to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Michigan and Rock river, 
was then taken up, with an amendment proposed 
by the Committee on the Public Lands.- ‘ 
| Mr. LINCOLN stated the general principle, that 

it is expedient for Governments, not only of the 
United States, but of the separate States, to afford 
facilities to corporations to carry on public works, 
which will result in general benefit to the commu- 
nity; and he was in favor of such action on the 
part of the Government. He said, however, that 
this bill on its face appeared to give lands to the 
Territory of Wisconsin; but such was not the fact. 
The land was given to a private corporation, (the 
Rock River Canal Company,) to remain private 
property. 

Mr. BRONSON explained, that the Territorial 
Government desired to make the improvement, bnt 
doubted the authority of sucha form of Govern- 
ment to.do- so, and had. therefore incorporated a 
| company to carry on the work; and in the acto in- 


corporation they were empowered: to ‘petition'Con- 
gitess for a grant; and such’ rights and. limitations 
were reserved and made; ‘that; in point. of, fact, 
the grant would. vest in’ the State, and: not 
in individuals. He -read-from the act refer- 
red to, in order to show: that, if any: grant 
was riade by the United States, it should be- 


come the property of the. future State. of Wis- | 


consin, as soon_as it should be admitted into the 

Union. “He spoke of the great importance of the 

work, and hoped that all objection to it would be 

withdrawn, as it was a similar case to others that 
had existed in other Territories... : ' 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired if any estimate had 
been made of the value of the grant. 

Mr. BRONSON said he did not know. 

Mr. MERCER said he had made a calculation 
of the number of:square miles; but his statement 
could not be heard by: the Reporter. 

Mr. LINCOLN thought the committee ought to 
wait till such information could be obtained. . He 
understood the land was worth about three millions 
of dollars, and he wished to know the estimated 
cost of the canal, ahd whether that was the most 
useful method of improvement; and he illustrated 
the necessity of such knowledge by referring to a 
canal proposed from Boston to Albany, for which 
he and others had been once very zealous, though 
it had since been found that railroads were a better 
mode of transportation, and in that casein Massa- 
chusetts a railroad was now in the process of con- 
struction. Other topics, respecting the powers of the 
corporation, the rights of the State, and the proprie- 
ty of taking tolls, and in opposition to immediate 
action upon the bill. With proper restrictions 
and safe-guards to the public rights, he should not 
object to the grant. He had another objection to 
the grant, because it was contemplated to keep the 
lands outof the market for ten years, and he feared 
that it would operate as an act of injustice and op- 
pression towards the people. 

. Mr. PETRIKEN suggested a doubt whether there 
= was any probability that the canal would ever be 
‘eompleted. . "There was no assurance that it ever 

would be completed... They would get the lands, 

and might never: complete the work. — = 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that time ought 
to be given to examine this subject; and proposed 
that it should be laid over till to-morrow, that the 
committee might go on with other business, and 


members in the mean time could look into the 


merits of this bill. 


” Mr. BRONSON and Mr. CASEY assented, and | 


the bill was passed over. 

8. "The bill granting an ‘appropriation for pur- 
chasing a law library, for the use of the Committee 
of ‘Appeals, and Legislative Council, of Florida, 

. was taken up, and ordered to be reported. 

9. The bill making an. agpropriation for the 
compilation of the laws‘of Florida, was taken up, 
and ordered to be reported: . 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the committee 
then rose, and reported:all the above bills to the 
House, except the one numbered 7. 

-The amendments’ to. the several bills, as above 

`. reported, were severally concurred in by the House, 
with the exception of the one. numbered 6, and 
they were read-a third time, and passed. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to lay the bill num- ` 


bered 6, an the table. > 
Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays. 

_ Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
-and Canals, «reported. a bill, with an amendment, 
making appropriations for certain: roads in Florida; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
-tee of the Whole:on the state of the Union, and 

the amendment was ordered to be printed. . f 
-The following message from the President of the 
-United States, was. presented by the SPEAKER, and 
“was ordered to lie on the- table, and be printed. 


+ fo.the Speaker of the House of Representatives : . 


-~ LE transmit herewith. to the House of Representa- 
tives acreport from the Seeretary of State; with 
-gecompanying papers, relating to the claim of the 
erphan children of Peter Shackerly, in answer to 
‘their résolution of the 28h ultimo. > o aa 

eao kgs hac ea e MM. VAN BUREN. 
> Washington,:4th June, 1838. ; 

- -The House adjourned. - 


. IN SENATE, 
: Tugspay, June 5, 1838. | 
“Mrs TALLMADGE presented ‘the’ petition of 
sùndry citizens of Hudson, New-York, praying for 
ihe establishment- of a National Bank: -laid-on the 
‘table. ooe fs : ats. : 
“Mr. TALLMADGE also presented the petition 
of sundry citizens ‘of | , New York, praying 

for the establishment of a national foundry. - 
Mr. ALLEN. presented the petition of Cornelius 
Halley of Ohio; praying remuneration for services 


performed during the late war: referred to the Comi-- 


mittee on Claims. ee. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill from the House 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, de- 
ceased, ‘reported the same without amendment, 
stating that the committee. were divided in their 
opinions:as te the propriety of passing’ this: bill, 
part of them being for, and part against it; and 
that he being opposed to it, should move. its indefi- 
nite postponement when it came up. l 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to-which had been referred the message of 
the President of the United States of 21st May 
last, on the subject of the Cherokee treaty, made a 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
[The committee camé to the conclusion that it 
would be impolitic for the Government to encou» 


rage the belief on the part of the Cherokees that: 


any extension of the time fixed upon. for their re- 
moval by the treaty ought to be made by the Go- 
vernment, or would be agreed to by the States inte- 
rested ; and that their speedy removal was the only 
sure mode of avoiding collisions between them and 

_the whites, and preserving the peace of the coun- 
try. 

oe motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the employment of an additional number 
of clerks in the Genera] Post Office. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted a resolution, which was 
adopted, calling on the Secretary of the Treasury 
for à statement of the annual expenditures for.the 
collection of the revenue derived from imports and 
customs for the last twenty years. — 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the. re- 
lief of Ephraim Sprague. i 4 ni 

Mr. MORRIS submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That, with the consent of the House 
of Representatives, the Senate will, on Monday, 
the second day of July next, adjourn its present 
session until the second Monday in November fol- 
lowing, and that, during such recess, no member 
or officer of the Senate shall be. entitled to or re- 
ceive any daily compensation. : 

Resolved further, That the consent of the TTouse 
of Representatives to the adjournment of the Se- 
nate, according to the foregoing resolution, be re- 
quested. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed. , 


The bill to reorganize the District Courts of the : 


United States for the district of Missouri. 

The bill to authorize the location of pre-emp- 
tion certificates, given by the Register of the Land 
Otice at Batesville, Arkansas, and 

The joint resolution for the distribution of cer- 
tain copies of. Niles’s Register. 


Mr. LYON. moved to take up Senate bill 309, ; 


“ making appropriations for the completion of cer- 
tain roads.in the State of Michigan.” As this was 
a bill in which the State was deeply interested, 
he hoped the Senate would indulge him in his 
wishes. To obviate as far as possible all difficulty 
in relation to this subject, and reconcile conflicting 
views, he had prepared an amendment, which he 
begged leave to offer as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bill. : . i 

Mr. SOUTHARD: wanted. to, know on what 
ground these appropriations were asked, and from 
what fund the Senator proposed to make them. 

Mr. LYON explained at length the object of the 
bill, which was to obtain 5 per cett. of. all: the nett 


| progeeds of ihe sales. of public lands which were 
“sold, between the time of {hat State having applied 
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for admission. anà. her adoption into the Union, 
Mr: L. said he hada statement. from the General 
Land Office, which-would make the amount about 
equal to two hundred and fifty or two hundred and 
fifly-five thousand dollars: . {t-was well known to 
all that Michigan had made. application, and was 
ready. to become a State long before’she was, ad- 


: mitted, having been kept back in “consequence of 


the question of the Ohio boundary, and was thus. 
deprived of her political rights.” All she asked now 
was the 5 per cent. to which she was ehtitled, to 
finish: the road which had been commenced when 
she wasa Territory. . This appeared to him just, 
aid certainly was no more than the State was. 
equitably entitled to. W eop 

Mr: SEVIER expressed a willingness to vote for 
the bill, having every disposition to promote in that 
way the improvements of the new States; but 
would suggest to his friend from Michigan [Mr. 
Lyon] to. so frame his amendment, as to let it read 
from the formation of the Constitution of that State 
in 1835. - s 

Mr. LYON sajd she had applied for admission at 
an earlier period; but he would rather date from 
that time than have nothing; whenever the interests 
of his State were concerned, he was thankful even 
forsmall favors. ; ; 

Mr: NORVELL then suggested, with a view to 
.meet the wishes of the Senator. from Arkansas, 
who had sogenerously proffered his support, that the 
‘mover so modify his amendment as to read from 
the 23d of June, 1835. This modification having 
been adopted by Mr. Lyon, the question was taken 
on the amendment, as modified, dnd éarried; which 
reads as follows: 

“That five per cent. of the nett proceeds of the 
sales of all public lands lying within the State of 
Michigan, which were sold under the authority of 
Congress between the 23d day June, 1835, and the 
Ist day of July, 1836, after deducting all expenses 
incident to the same, shall be, and the same is uere- 
by, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasu- 
ry net otherwise appropriated, for the completion 
of such andso many of the roads commenced by 
the United States in the Territory of Michigan, with 
such alterations of said roads as the Legislature of 
said State may direct: - Provided, That not. more 
than one-fourth part of said five per cent. shall be 
drawn from the Treasury during the present year.” 

On the question ‘of engrossment, Mr. DAVIS 
asked for the yeas ahd nays;, when there appeared 
jor it 22, against it 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robinson, Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
Wall, Webster, and Young——22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, and White—21. 

The bill from the House maktng appropriations 
for preventing and. suppressing Indian hostilities 
for the year 1838, and for arrearages for the year 
1837, was read twice, and referred. ` 

The following bills were severally taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and dis- 
posed of as specified below: l 

The bill authorizing certain soldiers in the late 
war with Great Britain to surrender the bounty 
lands drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu 
thereof: indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to repeal so much of the act approved 
the 2d July, 1836, and all other laws, as authorizes 
the Postmaster General to establish an Express 
mail in addition to the ordinary mail: laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Menard: and 
others: . postponed to, and made the special or- 
der of the day for, to-morrow week. - 

The bill to confirm. certain entries-of public lands 
permitted to be made by the registers and receivers 
of the land’ districts, under ihe belief that the tract 
had been offered at public sale: amended, and or- 


dered to be engrossed. 


The bill for the relief of William Crooks and 
James Crooks: laid on ‘the table. 

The bill for the relief of John P. Converse and 
Henry J. Reese: rejected. i 
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_. Phe bill for the relief of the widow and heirs. of 
Colonel Albert Pawling, deceased: laid on the table. 
The bill granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of. way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes. ` ‘ ; 


Mr. KING saw no neéessity for the passage of 


He would:remind the Senator who intro- 


-the bill. 


duced it, that a bill had already passed the Senate, ` 


in relation to the same subject, which was general 
in its provisions, and. embraced thé State of Illinois. 
He thought it inexpedietit to ëicumber legislation 
by passing two bills-of the same import, and would 
suggest that.it be laid.on the table. , ` 

Mr. YOUNG thought the Senator from Alabama 


was mistaken. He was aware of the bill mentioned ` 


by the Senator; that applied only to railroads; but 
this was nut a railroad. 


(Mr. Kiné here said the Senator would find it 
general. He would see, by réferting to it, that it 
applied to McAdamized roads.] 

Mr. Y. answered, it was not even a McAdamized 
road, but one which, the State had commenced, 
which was called the great’ Western mail route, 
and was one on which the United States mails were 
carried to a great extent, and was the means of the 
Post Office Department making more favorable 
contracts than it eould otherwise have done. It was 
on this ground that the State asked something for 
the purpose of aiding in carrying this road into full 
operation; and that was:done in such manner that 
it would have. lost Government nothing. © All that 
was asked was the right of way, and use of ma- 
terials, for completing a road which was not em- 
brated th the general act. Mr. Y. here went into 
a statement, showing the numerous roads that had 
been commenced in his State, and were in a state 
of forwardness, which he maintained would give an 
enhanced value to.the public domain, far greater 
in fact than would be received by the State of Illi- 
nois by the small grant of what was dsked for. 

Mr: KING said he was in hopes that the Sena- 
tor would not have piished this motion.. The bill 
already passed embraced all, and if it did not, it 
could be aménded in the House of Representatives, 
This road might be an exception, and.probably it 
ought to be provided for; but an objection he had 
to the bill was that it proposed to take‘off all the 
timber on the Jand subject to private entry, to the 
Joss or injury of the: purchaser. He was not pre- 
pared to take away the materials for the purpose 
of giving them to a corporation. When the lands 
were public, it might do, but not when they were 


private property; he thought it altogether objec- 


tionable. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to postpone the bill 
indefinitely. He thought the one already passed 
was sufficiently liberal; so much so, indeed, that 
although not unfriendly to the object, it struck him 
as too much so in its nature. Besides, he was not 


disposed to grant favors to one State that he did’ 


not toothers. He presumed that when Illinois 
made the road, it was not for the purpose of bene- 
fitting the Government in carrying the mail, but 
for the aggrandizement and improvement of her 
own resources. Such an argumentas that used 
by the Senator from Illinois might be used by 
every other State for the purpose of obtaining ap- 
propriations. 

Mr. YOUNG replied somewhat at length, main- 
taining that the value of the public lands was greatly 
improved by these roads, and that thousands upon 
thousands of the waste lands would thereby be 
brought into market. 

The‘question being taken on the indefinite post- 
ponement, it was carried jn the affirmative. 

The bill granting ‘a township of land to the 
French University of St. Louis, in the State of 
Missouri, was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought this bill ought 
to be postponed. There were many objections. to 
the measure in a constitutional point of view that 
would present themselves to the minds of gentle- 
men, which he was not disposed to take up the time 
of the Senate by going into. 

Mr. BENTON advocated the school with much 
zeal, maintaining that it was the only school in the 
Union where the living languages were taught so 
as to be practically useful. Mr. B. thought the 
donation was due to that French institution, and 


and Spanish languages. 


Said that he saw no constitutional difficulties in the 


way. ’ 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he could not under- 
stahd how we were to grantia whole township. of 
land to a French institation; because the languages 
were. taught there. He presumed the languages 


_ were as well taught, and probably’ better; in all the 


other universities of the country. “He “thought the 
whole matter should-be well considered. before final 
action was taken on il; and, in’ his opinion, it 
would be infinitely better to pestpone the bill. 

Mr. KING made a statement in relation -to the 
lands received by different States for the purposes 
of education. Though the grants were the same, 
the value, in many instances, varied materially. 
For instance, that of Alabama had been found 
amply sufficient. In some of the States, the lands 
sold higher than others, because the soil was more 
appreciated. That; he presumed, was the fact in 
relation ‘to Alabama, though: her scliootland’ was 
disposed of at a fortunate period. Mr. K. was op- 
posed to making any special grant. Ffit were ex- 
tended'to Missouri, he hoped it would be to every 


other State, 


; Mr. BENTON went into a hist6ry of this, insti- . 
tution, claiming for it a great superiority over all . 


the schools in the country for the’ French 
At this school there 
were young gentlemen. from every part of the 
world, in the constant use of their mother tongue, 
French, Spanish, Italian, and others, and. under 
such circumstances only could those languages be: 
properly acquired. If there weté schools or col- 
leges in this country where the languages weré ds. 
well taught, he did not know them. Of the many 
gentlemen that had learned thel anguages in these 
universities, he had never yet known one that had 
learned them so as to make them of-practical utili- 
ty; that was; to speak them fluently in conversa- 
tion, and if ihey weté engibled to do so; they must 
have acquired them somewhere else. Mr. B. felt 
sorry that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cray] 
had made so strenuous an opposition to a measure 
which was so reasonable in itself. 
.Mr. SEVIER expressed his willingness to vote 
for the bill. In the first plate, the object was 
laudable; and in the second, he thought the lands 
onght te be at the disposal of States wherein they 
lie. Mr. S., dwelt for soie time on this subject, 
maintaining that now the public debt was paid, 
such ought to be the disposition of the publie do- 
main. The lands were acquired by the common 
blood and treasure of our ancestors, which the old 
States held on to, while those of the new were-sold 
for the common benefit of the whole. ‘When it 
was proposed to give any thing in the way of grant 
to the new States, we were immediately told of the 
inequality of stich a proceeding.. He would vote 
for no grants to the old States, and was for putting 
the matter on an equality by holdingon to the lands 
in the new. Here we were spending millions to 
‘get rid of Indians in Georgia ; and. were the lands 
thus acquired sold for the common’benefit? Mr. 
S. hoped that the bill would-be permitted to pass. 
Mr. CLAY having asked the yeas and nays on 
the indefinite postponement, ihey were ordered, and 
there appear for it 25, against it 14, as follows: . 
YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, 
McKean, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, 
Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, 
Strange, Wall, White, and Williams—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Fulton, 
Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, ‘Tipton, Webster, and Young 
—14. i 
At-about half past four o'clock the Senate went 
into Executive session, and then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepvespay, June 6, 1838. 

At the suggestion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, the committees were called om for reports. 

Mr. W. from the Committe of Claims, reported 
the following resolution, which, after some expla- 
natory remarks from Mr. W. was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives pay to Thomas Douglass four hundred 


‘dollars and forty-seven: cents, for his-services, tra- 
velling expenses in taking testimony. inthe. case 
of Charles ‘S. Sibbald, -nader a resolution of the 
House `of ‘Representatives, passed on. -the. 3d-.of 
March, 1837, and:for copying papers, and money 
paid Isaiah D: Harte 20 See gs y ogo 

<. Mr, W. from the same committee, made an un- 

favorable report on. the petition of Joseph.Crosby, 

praying indemnity for-Jesses. growing out of the 

charter of the steamboat: Minerva: laid -on the 

tables. | Scat goo nde See 

Also, on the petition of .Capt.. E: E. Parks, for 
services performed against the Creek Indians: laid 
on the table. ` : ees aie 

. Mr. W. also reported a, bill: for -the relief. of 
William B. Fergusson and his sureties; which, on 
his motion, was ordered to a third reading.: 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee’ on the Public 
Lands, reported:a-bill providing for the sale of eer- 
tain lands on the route of the Wabash and Erie 
canal, in the State of Indiana;.the. further consi- 
deration of which was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. B. also sent an- amendment to the Chair he 
gave notive: he should offér to the bill granting 
rights of way through the publie lands to road and 
-canal companies.. : eae 

Mr. PHILLIPS, from, the Committee on Com- 
merce,’ reported, with an amendment, Senate: bill 
to establish a port of entry.at Jersey City, and for 
other purposes, z ME : . 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from :the:Çom- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill for the relief of Thomas L. Win- 
throp and others, directors-of the Mississippi Land 
Compahy: «| ae 

Mr. HARLAN, from. the-Committee.on Private 
Land Claims, reported, back the bill for the, relief 
of James Barrett, which was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. D eas 

Mr. H. also reported a resolution to set apart 
Saturday next, after 11 o’clock, for the considera- 
tioù of bills reported from that committee; but it. 
was rejected. ee ee 

Mr. H. also repotted a joint resolution for the 
relief of the heirs of Charles Brown; which was 
ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, reported a. bill for the relief of the Union 
Steamboat Company. of. Georgia, and to authorize 
them to import; duty free, the materials-of an iron 
steamboat. Lene ee ane 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the.relief of 
the Winchester and Potomac Railroad Company, 
with a recommendation that it be rejected; which 
was postponed. : l 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following joint reso- 
lution, which was ordered to a third reading to-day: 

Resolved by the. Senate and House of Representiaves 
of the United States of America in Congress- assem- 
bled, That the benefits of the third section of an 
act entitled “An act granting half pay to widows 
or orphans when their husbands and fathers have 
died of wounds received in the military service of 
the United States in certain cases, and for other 
purposes,” approved the 4th day of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, shall not be withheld from 
any widow whose. husband has died since the pas- 
sage of the said act, or who shall hereafter die, if 
said widow shall otherwise be entitled to the same, 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, frem the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill -for the relef 
of George. Hommell. ee 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on the Public 
Buildings, reported the following resolution; which 
was concurred in. ES 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings be directed to furnish this House with a 
detailed account of the expenditures on the new 
"Freasury building, distinguishing between the dif- 
ferent items of charge in their application to the 
various heads of material, and each description of 
labor, giving, under distinct heads, an account of 
the various kinds of material procured, and their 
cost, and the different kind of labor employed, and 
at what price, and the aggregate amount of each. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts; from the 


Committee on Private Land Claims, made unfa- 
vorable reports on the petitions. of Julia Romero, 


Veator, Leguna, and others, for land. also, on ‘the 
petition of Leonard Kepler for the-coniirmation of - 
Spanish claim to 400. arpens tand; also; on the pe- 

. tition of Francis Obucher . for grant of land; which 
reports were severally laid'on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the Committee -on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the - further 
consideration of the petitions of David Rynolds, 
a Daniel Retter, and thé subject was laid on. the 
table. ; 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the:Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made unfavorable reports on the peti- 
tion of John Jenkins for indemnity for property 
taken for use of Government; and ‘the petition. of 
Francis A. Thomas, praying an increase of pen- 
sion; which were severally laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, the 
Committee on Public. Lands was discharged from 
the farther consideration of the resolution of the 
House, of March 16, instructing that committee to 
inquire into the propriety of granting a tract of land 
to the Zanesville and Maysville Turnpike road 
Company: laid on the table. ; 

On motion òf Mr. MARTIN, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was diseharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of R. H. Chinn to abolish 
the western cistrict court of Louisiana. — , 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged. from the further con- 
sideration of ‘the petition of Stockton and Stokes, 
and the petitioners granted leave to withdraw said 
petition. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD gave notice that, on Friday 
next, he should move the House to take up the bill 
in relation to the Northeastern boundary. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to establish a port of entry at 
Indian Key, Florida. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a joint resolution dissenting 
from, disapproving, and disaffirming, an act of the 
Legislative Council of the Territory of Wisconsin 
chartering a bank at Prairie du Chien; and the reso- 
Jution was passed nem. disse 5 

The Ifouse. then: resumed the special order, 
being. the consideration of bills on the Terri- 
tories., a a 

The bill to create the office of Surveyor General 
of Publie Lands in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

The bill to authorize the sonthern boundary line 
of Wisconsin to be ascertained and marked. 

The two foregoing bills were read the third time 
and passed. 

The House then took up the bill to divide the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and to establish the Terri- 
torial Government of Iowa, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, with sundry amendments, 

The pending one was on reducing the proposed 
salary of the Governor from two thousand to fifteen 
hundred dollars, and the salary of Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs from fifteen hundred to one thou- 
sand dollars. ` i 

Mr. SHIELDS made somé remarks in favor of 
erecting a Territorial’ Government in Iowa, as in 
accordance with safe precedents, and necessary for 
the welfare of the people. 

Mr. DOWNING moved the previous question; 
which motion was rejected—ayes $4, noes 70. 

Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the amendment, and they were ordered 
by a vote of, ayes 31, noes 95. 

The amendment was then opposed by Mr. 
ADAMS, and supported by Mr. BOND, who con- 
tended that the salary proposed by him was ade- 
quate compensation for the service required, 

Mr. MERCER made some‘observations on the 
general character of the »ill, and the extent of the 
country, and in opposition. to the. bill. 

Mr. ADAMS followed ina review of the charges 
made of extravagance that had always been made 

against every Administration that had existed, and 
the constant ery of retrenchment and reform. He 
would always join in that ery, and when he. could 
find extravagance, he would endeavor to put it 
down. But when the complaint was merely against 
the salary of. a Territorial Governor, whose juris- 
diction extended over.a great section of country, 
and the effort was to save a thousand dollars, it 
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- was not such-retrenehment as he was in favor 


of, 
He did not think the salary proposed in the bill was 
too.large: He then went into some statements to 


show the vast extent of the country. included in the | 


proposed Territory of Iowa, and contending. that 
it was much greater than had been represented by 
Mr. MERCER. : ae aa 

_ Mr. A. then went “into an examination of the 
obligations.of the Government to create Govern- 
ments, as may be necessary, and to erect and re- 
ceive States into. ihe Union, in the Northwestern 
Territory; and replied to the remarks of. Mr. 


Trompson, that he would not vote for any new . 


States in the Northwest because it was refused to 
admit Texas into the Union, He was opposed to 
that argument in favor of violating the solemn 
obligations of the Government, and appealed to the 
Constitution and the law in support of the position 
he had taken. As he was going into some remarks 
upon the subject of slavery, s 

The SPEAKER said his remarks were not in 
order. - 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman from South 
Carolina had been allowed to expatiate upon that 
subject without being called to order; and he was 
again called to order, -~  ~ : 5 

Mr. THOMPSON begged that Mr. Apams might 
be allowed to go:on, urging that he was discussing 
the expediency of admitting a slave State into the 
Union, and that was strictly in order.’ 

Mr. ADAMS resumed, and continued a. few re- 


marks upon the subject of slavery, when he was- 


again called to order, and having concluded his 
remarks, he took his seat. : 

Mr. BRONSON called the attention of the House 
to the question immediately pending; and referring 
to the amendment proposed by Mr. Bonn, he said 
that was in accordance with the salary of the Go- 
vernor of Wisconsin, as now established, and as 
had intended by the committee, who, in drafting 
this bill, had been ‘led into an error, by taking the 
House bill for Wisconsin as the model for this, for- 
getting that the salaries had afterwards been re- 
duced in the Senate. 

- Mr. BOND referred to the remarks of Mr. 
Avams upon the general charges. of extravagant 
expenditure; and alleging that the Administration 
party, having the majority in both Houses of Con- 
gress, were responsible for the extravagant expen- 
ditures of the Administration; and the Govern- 
ment Was not to be absolved from responsibility by 
throwing it upon the Houses of Congress. 


Mr. HARLAN, in support of the amendment, 
referred to the salaries of the Governors of many 
of the States, which, while involving a much great- 
er amount of responsibility, the duties were far less 
than that proposed for the Governor of Iowa. 

Mr. MERCER made some further comments on 
the extent of the Territory. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, said he would assent 
to the amendment of Mr, Bonn, and hoped the 
House would take a vote upon it at once. 

Mr. THOMPSON, after some. remarks in refe- 
rence to his former observations, and partly in re- 
ply to Mr. Anams, was called to order, when he 
moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to amend had 
precedence. 

Mr. BYNUM said that he rose merely to reply 
briefly to the honorable member from Ohio, [Mr. 
Bowp.] That gentleman, with an air of triumph, 
asked why the members of the Administration did 


|.mot come out and defend it against the charges of 


extravagance, that he had made against it? 

Sir, said Mr. B. the honorable member certainly 
has presumed greatly upon the ignorance of the 
public, and particularly on that of his constituents, 
when he is- making these most reckless and un- 
founded statements. The gentleman has not speci- 


fied any particular act of the Executive as being | 


extravagant, but takes shelter under general charges; 
and, sir, has, in the zeal of partisan heat, over- 
leaped every thing like a correct statement of faits. 

Sir, he with an air, told.us that ‘this Adminis- 
tration came into power upon the charge of Execu- 
tive extravagance, and on its pledge to reform it. 
Now, sir, the gentleman must know that. bis first 
statement is entirely unfounded in fact; that under 
such circumstances, there could have been -no 
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principle involved. The petty extravagance of no 
Executive would be sufficient. to found a party 
upen. No, no, sir; the gentleman must know that 


` this Administration, as well as the preceding dné, 


came into power upon higher and nobler prin- 
ciples, which the gentleman seems purposely deter- 
-mined not to tell the people. of this: country. er his 
constituents. Little could have been effected by the 
petty reform in any department, by ‘the scaling 
down of salaries, &ce. =. Shashi 
No, sir, no friend of. the. Administration ever 
thought of coming into power under such. circum- 
stances; ‘nor did their opponents. The great mea» 
sures upon which the Republican party came into 


| power were founded on principle; and that princi- 


ple was in their opposition to a most prodigal and 
impracticablé system of internal improvements, 
then about being carried on in this country, by 
which millions and millions of the people’s money 
would have been squandered. ; 

Sir, at that time, from a statistical statement, 
made out by Judge Smith, then a distinguished 
Senator from South Carolina, there were projects 
in contemplation, about being submitted to the 
sanction of Congress, of internal improvement, to 
the amount of eight hundred millions of dollars, 
which, if carried into effect, would have. im 
_poverished this whole nation. Sir, this extravae 
gance it was, that the Democracy rallied with a 
determination to reforra. Sir, little did they then 
think of your Executive reform, farther than he 
gave countenance to this prodigal system; to have 
done so, would have been a mere picay.une buši- 
ness. č j 

{Here Mr, B. was interrupted by the SrEAKER 
and Mr. Bronson; and after some conversation 
continued. ] 


Secondly, he said, there was another great prin- 
ciple upon which the present ‘party came into 
power. It was founded in their opposition to your 
odious, unequal, and unjust tariffs, which were ex- 
tracting millions and tens of millions yearly from 
the pockets of the people, to be scrambled Tor by 
log-rolling. politicians in this House, and to be voted 
away to the more favored States and objects. It 
was their opposition to the tariff that caused the 
Democracy of the North, South, East, and West, 
to rally against the former Administration, of which 
the honorable member from Massachusetts was at 
the head. Yes, sir, this was the reform that the 
Democracy went for, and. this they got, and the 
country has realized the beneficial effects of it. 

And, sir, thirdly, let me tell the gentleman, that 
it was against an extravagant system of forts, 
fortifications, and light-houses, that the present 
party went in opposition to his party, under the lead 
of the member from Massachusetts. 

The United States Bank also was one of the 
great subjects on which the two parties differed, 
and which brought one of them into power, and 
Sustained them under the former and present Ad- 
ministration. Sir, it was against the extravagance 
of that institution, that aroused the freemen and 
Democrats throughout the country ; but the gentle- 
man -does not feel very anxious that these truths 


- should be known, however anxiows he may be 


to put it forth on other subjects.: Sir, the gentle- 
man misstated every fact, in his zeal, no doubt, 
in relation to which this Administration came into 
power, and most adroitly endeavors to shift the 
true issue from great principles to mere petty and 
pitiful acts of individuals, which will and must 
necessarily occur under every Government from 
ats very nature. 

Sir, this gentleman had labored long and ofien 
to implicate the Executive into some act of extra- 
vagance or folly. Yet he had never brought for- 
ward any specific charge—any tangible proposi- 
tion. It all seemed to be for effect abroad. If the 
gentleman would darebring forward any proposition, 
he would go with great pleasure with him to correct 
apy individual abuse. Why did not the gentleman 
do so, if he knew of se many abuses? Sir, he was 
doing himself and the country great injustice to con- 
ceal or blink these subjects, knowing them as well 


_as he did, or pretended te know them, 


Sir, the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr.. Apams] has correctly informed the 


| gentleman from Ohio, that the Executive cannot be 


of this House—seée the yeas and nays upon every 


` ble friend of, for personally, he'assured him, he con- 


- hoped that the gentleman would not be discouraged, - 


. State. $ 


‘his friends have not voted for every one of them. 


guilty of. A ‘ 


_given an additional and fictitious valae to every 
‘thing consumed or employed. by Government— 


‘to avoid. Perhaps it was because nearly every 
. similar attempt of special committees had never 


crow, but. withdrew it on suggestion. 
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ment, which he has denounced as extravagant. He 
cannot appropriate a-single dollar, ‘without the 
assent of this and the other body of this Congress. If, 
then, ‘there is extravagance, it is here--here, in 
this House. Let the gentleman commence ‘here, 
and see how many of his own ‘party he will leave 
unconvieted.. I dare him to do‘it.-'I dare him to 
attempt it. I challenge’ him to look to the journals 


extravagant . appropriation; and if a` majority of - 


Yes, sir, I challenge the gentleman to do this. 
Then, sir, how does’ it comport with -candor 
and-honesty; ‘to be continually crying against the 


Sir, were I to be guility of such a course, I 
should blush to meet my constituents,. or to appear 
before an intelligent American public: - i 


There. was other causes of the increase of pub- | 


lic expenditures, that. he would remind his honora- 


sidered him so, and was ‘proud ‘of it.” It had in, a 
great measure been owing to the immense. issues 
of. paper money; that had swelled out and 


with hundreds, if ‘not thousands, of ether most 
satisfactory cases tó any impartial, rational mind. 
But this was no time to go into detail in relation to 
those matters, and it would be out of order to do 
so upon this subject. He hoped the gentleman 
would, however, bring ‘in some proposition upon 
this subject; and as a friend of reduction and.re- 
form, he would pledge himself -to go with him. to 
his heart’s:content. : 

This, however, the gentleman seemed studiously 


failed to cover their authors with shame and con- 
tempt, and end in the disgrace of their party... He 


however, but would bring forward his proposition 
fora sealing. committee, as he would most assu- 
redly lend to:him his little aid in ¢arrying it on. 
Mr. BRIGGS inquired if there was no way to 
dispose of. the bill so as to go on with other. Dusi- 
ness; and he suggested a postponement till, to-mor- 


Mr. BELL suggested the expediency of adopting 
the amendment at once, as he,gunderstood it was 


satisfactory to the friends of the bill; and he moved | 


to reduce the salaries of the judges to fifteen han- 
dred dollars; which was not inorder. — : 

‘After a few remarks from Mr, POPE and Mr. 
BOND, | ah cee EANET 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to Jay; the bill on the 
table, and called for:the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and were-—yeas 42, nays 134. — 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

At-the suggestion of Mr. BRONSON, Mr. Bonn 
withdrew, his call for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment, and, the question’ being taken, the 
amendment was adopted without a division. ~ 

Mr. SHEPARD then moved the motion offered 
by Mr. Beru, in relation to salaries of judges; 
which was adopted without a division. 

Mr. MERCER moved. so to amend the first 
section as to provide for ‘the establishment of 
Iowa as a Territory when Wisconsin became a 


. Mr. BRONSON remarked that such an amend- 
ment was perfectly useless, as, on the admission of 
‘Wisconsin, the separation would take place as a 
matter of course. : : 

Mr. MERCER. Then there was no necessity 
whatever for the passage of the bill at all. - 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
the reading of the amendment. : 

Mr. CLOWNEY called for the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

Mr. CLOWNEY called for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill, and they were ordered. 

Mr. EWING opposed the bill: j 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved the previous question; - 
which, being seconded, was ordered tò:becthen put, 
and: the main question being on the passage.of the 


bill, was taken; and decided. in. the. affirmative |} 
yeas 118,nays 51. ~ ee Sage eR 


-CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


properly responsible for those acts of the Govern H- 


other party, for that'which they themselvesare most | 


-of Florida, was then taken up. 


So. the bill was passed. © 


went into Committee of the: Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. Serceanr in the Chair. 

:. The bill granting Jahd to the-Yerritory of Wis- 
consin,..to “open.a canal and connect the waters of. 


} Lake Michigan and Rock river, which had been 
| passed. over in committee yesterday, ‘was again 


taken up, and. ihe’ question pending was on the 


amendment offered by Mr. Perrikin to the amend- ` 


ment of the Committee on Public Lands. - 
‘Mr. BRONSON. offered. several amendments, 


‘whichhe thought ‘would;satisfy the gentlemeri. who 
| had objected to the, bill yesterday, as they went to 


alter the bill so as to vest the land in the State 
whenever it should be admitted into the Union, 
instead of vesting it in“ the Territory; and also to 


“secure the appropriation to the construction of the 


canal, and to seeure'thé completion thereof. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD: inquired what was the ne- 
cessity of granting land now for the construction of 


.a canal which had hot been located? « - . 
. Mr. MERCER submitted- an amendment for 


consideration, going into: details to_secure the ap- 
propriation to the purpose intended, and to, guard 
against waste‘and misuse of the grant. — . 

After some few remarks by Messrs. POPE and 
BRONSON, the question was takenon the amend- 


ment proposed to the amendment by. Mr. PETRI- | 


Kin, and decided in the negative. 
. The question then recurred upon - the-amend- 
ments offered by Mr. Bronson... 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana objected to those 
amendments, and wasrin favor of. Mr. Mercer's, 
or something like it. ` red 

` Mr. PETRIKIN said the object was not to make 
a canal, but it was entirely one of speculation; 
every movement proved it. If it was nota mat- 
ter of speculation, why was the House called upon 
to legislate so long in anticipation? He said: there 
were many companies now engaged in western land 
speculations, not only by purchasing lands, but by 


‘employing squatters, and taking whole townships; 


and that this had been done, he could not tell pre- 
cisely, but. somewhere in the neighborhood of this 
grant. He looked upon this as a mere speculation, 
and should vote against it in every shape: ` 

Mr. MERCER explained the object of his 
amendment, and said he ‘only wished to have it 
reported and printed bythe House, so that mem-, 
bers could examine it. ; : . 

Mr. LINCOLN proposed some amendments, and 
suggested that it was impossible, without examina- 
tion, to see. whether they were congruous-or not; 
and he hoped the several amendments.effered by 
different gentlemen might be . reported and printed, 
tobe examined and made perfect, so as to meet the 


‘views of -every one in the House, before a final 


question should be taken. ; 
The course indicated by Mr. LINCOLN--was 
adopted. by the committee, and. the bill and pro- 


-posed amendments were laid aside to be printed. 


2. The bill tore-organise the Legislative Council 

Mr. BRIGGS proposed a verbal amendment, 
which was agreed to, and the bill was laid aside to 
be reported. - ; 

3. The bill making appropriations. to complete 
the public buildings in Wisconsin, was next con- 
sidered. 7 , 

After some brief discussion by Messrs. POPE, 
BOND, and PETRIKIN, the bill was laid aside to 
be reported. ` 

4. The committee then took up and considered 
the bill making appropriations for the construction 
of certain roads in-Florida, which was laid aside’to 
be reported to the House. i 

5. The bill making appropriations for the con- 
struction -of certain roads in Wisconsin was then 
taken up. © Ea : 

‘This wasa Senate bill, and several amendments 


| proposed by the Committee on Roads and Canals 


being agreed to, the bill was ordered to be reported. 
6. The bill concerning a Seminary of learning’ 
in Wiseonsin was then considered. 
7. The bill to confirm anact passed by the Le- 


‘gislative Council of- Florida, “incorporating the 


Florida and Peninsular ‘railroad’ company, was 
then considered, amended; and agreed ‘to. 


‘On motion of: Mr.. BRONSON, the House then 


J| SF ME DOWNING made “air earnest appeal to 


‘the committee to:take up: the bill, fo-authotize the 
people of Florida to take a census, hold a -coriven- 
tion, and form:a Constitution, but: ¢-0 8-0 % 
Mr. POTTS “moved that ‘the committee- rise; 
which motion: ‘prevailing, the committee rose and 
reported, s ` f S: a mn z Sate wigs nyo) 
“The amendments. those amended being. con- 
curred in, Nos. 2, 3,4; .5;°6, and: 7, ‘were read a 
- third time, and: passed. ake EE 
No, 1 was postponed till to-morrow, =: = 
The joint: resolution introduced ‘to day-for the 


t benefit of certain widows of Revolutionary: officers, 


: was read a third time, and passed. ©’ 
The CHAIR laid-before 

message in writings ` =< v 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

In. compliance with the resolution of the 4th inst. 


he’ House the following 


| calling for any communication received. from’ the 


Governors of the States of: Georgia, North Caroli- 
na, Tennessee, or Alabama, in reference to the pro- 
posed modification of the. Cherckee treaty of 1835, 
I herewith inclose a report-of the Secretary of War, 
which is accompanied-by a copy of a letter address- 
~ed to him;by the Governor-of Georgia, and. of his 
reply. . As stated by. the Secretary, no communica- 
tion on the subject has been recéived from ‘eithér of 
the other. Executives mentioned. ; 
. pee." -M VAN BUREN, 
Wasuineron, June 6, 1838. - - : 

-Thé message having’ been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. HAYNES, laid où the table. > 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, on leave, laid on the 
table an amendment he proposed’ to. sübmit to the 
Independent Treasury bill, when. that bill came up 
for consideration; and it. was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRONSON moved that ‘the House again go 
into committee on: the Territorial business. « 
. Mr. McKENNAN moyed ah ‘extension of the 
special order for that business till to-morrow. | 

Mr. BRONSON and Mr, DOWNING both ex- 
pressed a hope that that motion would prevail. 

Mr. YELL said he should object to it. 

Mr. MALLORY ‘moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion prevailing, - 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Wennespay, May 6, 1838. 

‘On motion-of Mri; WHITE, . the message from 
the President, received yesterday during the Execu- 
tive session, relating to Indian affairs; was.referred 
and ordgred to` be printed. © 0 0 t § 
~ Mr. TROTTER presented ‘a ‘petition from cer- 
tain citizens of the-town of Rodney, in Mississippi, 
praying an act of. Congress making that town a 
port of entry: referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree. > L = 

Mr. MOUTON presented a memorial from Litt 

‘and Ires, praying confirmation of certain grants of 
land in Louisiana: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. A f : 
` Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for preventing and suppress- 
ing Indian ‘hostilities for. the year 1838, and fcr ar- 
rearages in 1837, without amendment: ` As this 
was a bill of general interest, he gave notice that 
he would call it up at the most convenient hour to 
consider it. 3 , 

Mr. LINN, from the Select Committee to whom 
was referred the project of taking possession of the 
Territory of Oregon, made a report, which was 
ordered to be printed. ` : : ia 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration ‘of the petition of Jacob Marks, a 
private in the Marine Corps; which’ was con- 
curred in. dite A Pease 

Mr. W. from: the same committee, 
bill for the relief of James FH. Clarke; 
ordered to a second reading. - 

Mr. ROBERTSON, fiom the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, ‘reported a bill grant. 
ing additional clerks to the Post Office and Audi- 
or’s office connected therewith: read, and ordered 
to. a second reading. ri 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee-on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew. For- 


reported a 
which was 
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rest, accompanied by a report, which was ordered 
to be printed. The bill was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, asked. to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the mother of Andrew Waits, which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that the bill for the relief of 
J.P. Converse and Henry J. Rees, had been re- 
jected yesterday; and as he had voted for the rejec- 
tion, he should now move to reconsider that vote. 
He was.always disposed to do strict justice to the 
application of claimants. From a conversation he 
had held with. the head of the Post Office Depart- 
ment since the rejection of. the bill, he had derived 
certain information which he was not before pos- 
sessed of in relation to that claim; and though he 
did not agree that the bill should be passed in its 
present shape, yet, if the Senate would indulge him 
in his wish to reconsider the vote, he would then 
move to recommit the bill to the committee that re- 
ported it, ia order that the committee might have 
the benefit of the information he had derived, and 
do what was right and just between the Govern- 
ment and claimants. 

Mr. MERRICK, who reported the bill, expressed 
a wish that the Senator might be gratified. He be- 
lieved the claim to be essentially a just one, and 


had advocated it with some zeal, on account of the 


opinion he entertained of its merits. 

The vote was taken on reconsideration, and 
carried in the affirmative; and the bill, on motion of 
Mr. GRUNDY, was recommitted to the Commiuee 
on Claims. 

Mr. LYON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of such letters 
from Generals Scott and Brady and Major Gar- 
land, of the United States army, and a copy of 
such other evidence in possession of his Depart- 
ment as may tend to verify or refute certain charges 
against the Government of the United States, or 
the State of Michigan, made either direct or im- 
pliedly by Lieutenant Colonel Maitland, of the 
military forees of Upper Canada, in his published 
Official report of the 25th of February last, rela- 
tive to the dispersion of the forces assembled on 
Fighting island, in the Detroit river. 

Mr. L. said he had not seen the official report of 
Colonel Maitland, to which this resolution referred, 
but he believed he had given its date and descrip- 
tion with sufficient accuracy to identify it. 

He understood that it had been extensively pub- 
lished in both the Canadas and in England, and 
that it contained statements bearing against the 
Government of the United States, or, at least, 
against the official authorities acting in Michigan, 
which were incorrect and untrue, and were entirely 
disproved and refuted by the correspondence and 
evidence called for in the resolution. 

It was due to the gallant officers of the army, 
and to the Brady Guards, and other patriotic 
volunteers who sustained them on the Detroit fron- 
lier, and it was no less due to the character of the 
Government itself, that this refutation should be 
published as widely, if possible, as the original 
charges had been. 

He would not leave the British Government, 
nor would he leave the Government or people of 
Canada, any excuse or justification whatever for 
such an act of piracy and murder as had been 
committed, under the sanction of some of the offi- 
cial authorities of that Government, in the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline! He did not know that this 
atrocious act was approved by the British authori- 
ties at home, but he saw with great pain and regret 
that it séémed to be approved by the authorities of 
Canada. If he was not misinformed, the officer 
under whose direction the outrage was committed 
had been promoted, or honored in some other way 
for his services; and such was the public sentiment 
at Toronto, if we can believe the newspapers, that 
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onsome public occasion there lately, Capt. Marryatt, 
an officer of the British navy, and a writer of some 
distinction, gave as a toast: ** Captain Drew and his 
brave companions who cut out the steamboat Caroling!” 

He believed this statement might be relied on as 
correct, for on account of it the Captain had since 
that time been burnt in effigy in the city of Detroit, 
and all his writings with him, in front of the house 
where he was then staying; and it was not known 
that he had ever disavowed the sentiment. 

Now, sir, said Mr. L. if such outrages are to 
pass not only without censure, but with positive 
and unqualified approbation, as in this instance, it 
is time for both this Government and the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain to look well to the conse- 
quences that may follow. 

What do we see already? The newspapers of 


yesterday inform us that the British steamer Sir | 


Robert Peel has been boarded, set fire to, and de- 
stroyed, by a body of armed men proceeding from 
our shores, while the boat was lying peaceably and 
quietly at anchor in our waters, on the river St. 
Lawrence! Is it not highly probable that this act 
has been committed in retaliation for the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline, and on account of. the appro- 
val of that act by the Canadian authorities? And 
if such be the fact, sir, would it not be as reasona- 
ble in us to approve this outrage as it was in them 
to approve that? But who is there in this nation, 
what public man or what private citizen is there, 
who will sanction the aggression? Not one, sir; 
none but reckless, lawless desperadoes, who, hav- 
ing neither character nor any thing else to lose 
themselves, would gladly plunge the nation into 
war, in the hope that something may turn up to 
their personal advantage. 

I trust, sir, the offenders will be brought to jus- 
lice; that they will be visited with the utmost rigor 
of the law; and that we shall set an example to our 
Canadian neighbors which it will be their interest, 
as well as their duty, to follow; for they may rest 
assured, that should a war once be kindled between 
the two countries, the result would be as little to 
their advantage as to our own, and it would un- 
questionably be one of the greatest and most deplo- 
rable calamities that could befall either. 

Mr. PRESTON asked if the consideration of the 
resolution was sought for now? He did not know 
that he should be opposed to the measure, but it 
struck him as somewhat peculiar te ask for infor- 
mation in relation to so delicate a matter, from su- 
bordinate offic rs. 

Mr. LYON said he felt no disposition to press it. 
The resolution might lie over in accordance with 
the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER then submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate a copy of any order or 
circular issued by him to the collectors and recei- 
vers of public money since the passage of the joint 
resolution of the Ist of June, 1838, relating to the 
public revenues and dues to the Government. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a “bill authorizing the President 
of the United Slates to accept the services of vo- 
Junteers.” Mr. B. gave notice that as this was a 
bill of a public nature, and of some importance, he 
should call it up at an early day. 

Mr. WHITE, agreeably to notice given, intro- 
duced a bill to regulate the modes of empanneling 
jurors in the Circuit and District Courts of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG, in accordance with notice pre- 
viously given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Ephraim Sprague: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. - 

Mr. BENTON said that a communication which 
had been received from the Treasury Department 
in relation to the exchanges, &c. had been ordered 
to be printed, and the usual number had been struelz 


off; but, as it was a.document of some importance, | 


going back as far as °83, several of his friends had 
suggested that an extra number had better be order- 
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ed, and, in accordance with that wish, so generally 
expressed, he would move that. 3,000 copies be 
printed; which motion was concurred in. f 

The bill from the House establishing a new Judi- 
cial Districtin the Territory of Florida; 

The bill making an appropriation for a compila» 
tion of the laws of Florida; and : 

The bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of a Law Library for the benefit of the Le- 
g:slative council and Court of Appeals of the same 
Territory; were severally read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate bill for creating an office of Surveyor 
General of the public landsin the Territory of Wis- 
consin,.was read as amended by the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the bill as amended in the House to author 
rize the President to ascertain and mark the: 
Southern boundary of the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. LINN laughingly observed, that bill ap- 
peared truly an unfortunate one. It had been in- 
troduced by him, on leave, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, from whence, :he believed, 
his friend [Mr. Grunpy] had reported it, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacling 
clause. ‘Well, sir, said Mr. L. the bill was passed: 
and sent to the House, where again it had been so 
amended as to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and sent back to us. He didnot know what 
better could be done with it than to refer it again 
to the kind care of his friend. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The following reports from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims were read and, on motion, 
laid on the table for the present: 

The rejection of the claim of James Caldwell; 

The rejection of the petition of Genera? Jacob 
Baley; 

And the rejection of the petition of Jacob Ban- 
croft. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to take up the bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Lucy Bond 
aud Hannah Douglass, which having been ac- 
quiesced in by the Senate, Mr. P. explained the 
merits of the bill; and after some discussion, 

Mr. TIPTON said he should endeavor to get 
rid of this bill once more, by moving to lay it on 
the table. The bill would doubtless lead to a long 
and protracted discussion, and was in the way of 
other business more likely to be progressed in. "Fhe 
bill was laid on the table. 

The bill to set apart a belt of land on the western 
borders of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, as 
bounty lands, to be granted to setilers engaged for 
a term of years in the defence of the frontier. 

Mr. FULTON made a brief explanation of the 
merits of this bill, and moved that it be made tho 
order of the day for Monday next, which was 
acquiesced in. . 

The bill to authorize the State of Mississippi to 
invest the two per cent. fund of that State was 
then taken up. 

Mr. TROTTER said that bill had been reported 
by his worthy colleague, who, it was known, was 
absent from his Senatorial duties from severe ine 
disposition ; he had hoped that his colleagne would 
have been. so far recovered as to have been enabled 
to attend to this bill; but as sach was not the case, 
and as he did not feel himself enabled to do justice 
to the measure onso short a notice, he would move 
that the bill be placed on the general orders, which 
was acquiesced in. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed : 

The bill to confirm certain entries of public 
lands permitted to be made by the registers and 
receivers of the land districts, under. the belief that 
the tract had been offered at publie sale. 

The bill making appropriation for the comple- 
tion of certain roads in Michigan, 

The-following bills were ordered. to be engrossed 
for athird reading : : 

The. bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and others 


434 


to locate certain pre-emption claims to land in 
Indiana. 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers of the 
public lands who were deprived ef the benefit of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th June, 1834. : 

The bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth. 

The bill to settle the construction of the act regu- 
lating the pay of the paymasters in the army. 

Mr. BENTON thought he could explain the ob- 
ject of this bill more briefly, perhaps, than by 
reference to the papers, which merely showed the 
effect without giving the reasons which actuated 
the committee in reporting the bil. The act 
which had passed long since, regulating the pay 
and emoluments of a paymaster in the army, made 
them equal to a major in the army, but did not say 
what major, whether of cavalry or of infantry. 
Some of these officers had set up claims tu the 


largest amount of pay, to wit: that of a major of. 


The affair, he believed, had in some 


cavalry. t 
n some 


instances been carried to the judiciary. 


courts the pay of the largest amount was allowed; 


in others, that of the major of infantry. ‘The ob- 
ject of this bill was merely to settle the matter for 
the time to come, without having any retrospective 
bearing. This bill gave those officers the largest 
amount; it was made a beneficial act towardsthem. 
The labors and responsibilities of this class of 
Government agents were greatly increased, and 
many of them had been subject to very severe 
losses in payments made to militia and volunteers. 
The committee, under these considerations, thought 
it would be nothing more than reasonable to allow 
them the difference between those two officers— 
majors of cavalry and infantry; and though the 
sum was small, being only a few dollars, yet it 
w as something to them and comparatively nothing 
to the Government. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the benefit of the Mount Carmel and 
New Albany Railroad company, in the State of 
Indiana, was then taken up. 

Mr. TIPTON explained this bill at length, show- 
ing the advantages to be derived by the Govern- 
ment in carrying the United States mail, transport- 
ing munitions of war, &c. and stating that some 
of the lands which were asked for by the bill had 
remained unsold for thirty years last past. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana went at length into the 
objects and provisions of the bill. He showed the 
great importance of the work, both in a National, 
State and individual point of view. He stated 
that the length of the contemplated road was about 
one hundred and twenty miles; that it was the im- 
portant and indispensable link in the great chain of 
railroad from Charleston; South Carolina, passing 
through the States of South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, 
to intersect the Mississippi at Alton and St. Louis. 
He argued the vast interest the South, as well as 
the West, had in this grand chain of internal com- 
munication, connecting together these great and 
extensive sections of the Union. He spoke in 
high terms of the grandeur and importance of the 
design of the Charleston and Western railroad, 
and most heartily wished it success. He avowed 
himself the friend of internal improvements, and 
contended for the power of the General Govern- 
ment to execute works of a national character, 
leaving the States and jprivate companies to con- 
struct those of a local character. He stated that 
the contemplated road would pass through a sec- 
{on of country in Indiana in which the desirable 
lands had long since been located; that those re- 
maining were refuse lands that had been in market 
thirty and thirty-two years without finding’a pur- 
chaser. He said he would not, on private speca- 
lation, give twenty-five cents per acre for these 
lands. They would not sell for that sum, he be- 
lieved, although they were located in the older sec- 
tions of the State. He urged the fact that they 
had not been sold in so greata length of time as 
conclusive evidence of their refuse character. He 
showed that the proposition in the bill, the condi- 
tion of the grant, to carry the mail for twenty 
years without charge to the Government, on the 
road from New Albany to Mount Carmel, would 
pay one dollar and six cents for each acre granted, 
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at the price it now cost the Government to convey 
the mail on a parallel road between these. points. 
He said the bill only granted alternate lands, leav- 
ing the balance to be enhanced in value by the 
work. He urged the fallacy of the argument that 
had been used, that the price could not be raised 
by the works, as they must be sold at one dollar 


‘and twenty-five cents per acre. In answer to which 


he contended, that the value of. money -depended 
very much upon the time of its reception; and he 
illustrated by showing that if these lands had been 
sold at fifty cents per acre when they were first 
brought into.market, the use of the money would 
have been worth more to the Government than the 
one dollar and twenty-five cents would be if sold 
now; and although the works may. not raise the 
minimum price of these lands, they will cause 
them to sell, and add to the general wealth of the 
State, and to the revenues of the Government. 
He closed by saying he hoped the grant would be 
made, as he had no doubt but that it would prove 
greatly beneficial to the Government, as well as to 
the company and State. : ; 

Mr. NILES thought there were constitutional 
objections to the bill; besides, it looked like a bargain 
on the part of the Government with a private corpo- 
ration, and he had always been, and always should 
be, opposed to all bargain, intrigue, and manage- 
ment; and he should either move to strike out all 
that portion of the bill which related to the grant 
of public lands, or to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. SOUTHARD would like to know if the 
Senator struck cut all that related to the grant, 
what there would be lett in the-bill. 

Mr. TIPTON said he had no objection to test- 
ing the sense of the Senate in relation to striking 
out. Ifthat were done, some other features less 
objectionable to thé scruples of Senators might be 
introduced. With regard to bargain, Mr. T. said 
it was matter of every day concern in the opera- 
tions of the General Government. What were 
contracts for carrying the mail, building forts, &c. 
but bargains. He could see nothing unconstitu- 
tional in the bill; all it asked was to permit the 
company to purchase lands within a prescribed 
space of its road at the rate of one dollar and six 
cents an acre; that was the head and front of the 
bill; it asked that, and no more. 

Mr. ALLEN avowed himself friendly to the 
object, and if the Senator [Mr. Tirron] would so 
amend his bill as to give the land to the State, it 
should receive his vote; otherwise, he could not 
support it. He thought the bill established a bad 
precedent—that of making contracts with private 
companies or individuals, which almost always led 
to loss on the part of the General Gevernment. If 
these companies violated the charters extended to 
them, there was always some pretext set up, or 
some reason assigned, why the law should not be 
put in force against them. Besides, the carrying 


' of the United States mail, &c. was so remote a 


contingency as scarcely to weigh any thing in the 
matier. 

Mr. NILES contended that would not amend 
the matter, as it would be merely making the State 
of Indiana a trustee for the company. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
SMITH, TIPTON, NILES, ALLEN, and others, 
when 

Mr. SMITH said he had but a very few words 
to say in reply, he must however express his sur- 
prise to hearthe objections which had been urged 
by the Senator from Connecticut. That Senator 
denonnees the bill as containing the principles of a 
bargain—he deprecates bargains as horrible and 
unholy ; he confines himself however to public 
bargains, Legislative bargains. Mr. S. said, with- 
out any reference whatever to that Senator, for he 
believed him to be an honorable and honest man, 
he must. say that when he heard gentlemen crying 
bargain, intrigue, and corruption, he was always 
reminded of an oecurrence that took place in his 
State some years since: he would tell it to the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, by way of following the èx- 
ample of that Senator, who he had discovered was 
fond of anecdotes. One morning on the opening of 
the court in one of the counties ‘on the-Ohio river, 
a motion was made to admit, ea gratia,-a person as 
a member of the bar. The applicant hard-l up to 


the court a paper purporting. to be a license from 
the Judges of the Court of Appeals of. Kentucky. 
The judge who was-a- man -of--a-:high order of ta- 
lents, ‘and a close ‘observer of :men:.and things, 


- held the paper.-rather. longer: thau -the -would-be 


attorney liked; when he rose, and. asked the judge 
if he thoughtthal papera forgery. The judge instantly 
-turned his piercing: eye on: him, and said: “What 
put that into your head, sir?” ~ Thè applicant-fur 


` the high honors of the profession, immediately ‘left 


the court-house; and when the:jidges went: to din- 
ner, Shortly afterwards, “he had: taken’a” boat-and- 
gone down the river.’ The truth was, the paper was 
a forgery. So, sir, it is always suspicious to hear 
gentlemen harping on these things.’ The question is 
at once suggested, “what put that into your head, 
sir.” He would suggest to the Senator from Con- 
necticut, that not a new State in the Union had 
been admitted, except upon contract. Let him look 
at the acts of admission—let him look to the acts of. 
cession—and indedd let him look to every opera- 
tion of the Government, and he will find that the 
whole machinery is propelled by bargain and con- 
tract. Mr. S. was not to be alarmed by the ery of 


bargain and corruption. He did not pretend to any- ` 


greater share of honesty. than other gentlemen; but 
he could assure the Senator from Connecticut, that 
he felt himself to stand on such grounds, that he 
could do his duty fearlessly, without dreading the 
suspicions of any one, as to the purity of his. mo- 
tives. Mr.S. then went into an examination of 
the objections that had been urged against the mea- 
sure at some length. 

Mr. 8. concluded by saying he would offer an 
amendment, which might probably be satisfactory 
to the Senator from: Ohio. He would move to 
amend the bill so that it should read “to grant it to 
the State for the use. of the Mount Carmel and 
New Albaay Railroad Company. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause; on which question he asked 
the yeas and nays; when there appeared for it 23, 
against it 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Southard, Strange, Swift, White and Williams-—-23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Fulton,. 
Linn, Merrick, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Tipton, Wall, Webster, and Young—11. ‘ 

Mr. TIPTON thën. prepared an. amendment, 
asking the right for the company. to purchase the 
lands at $1.25 :per acre,on a.credit of six years, 
and intimating at the same time that he was not 
authorized by the company to make any such 
move. The.company had never doubted but Con- 
gress wouldat once have granted all that was asked 
in the original bill. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his willingness to give 
the company all the Jand on that: condition, if it 
would receive it, 

After some further remarks, the bill was post- 
poned, and the amendment of Mr. TIPTON or- 
dered to be printed. f 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to take up 
the bill for the establishment of the Territory. of 
Iowa, received from the House, with various 
amendments. Mr, C. moved to concur with the 
House in its amendments, as they were of an uh- 
important character, relating chiefly to the salaries 
of the offices, which were diminished,.so as to make 
them more favorable to economy on.the partof the 
Government. The first was the'salary of the Ge- 
vernor, which was reduced from $2,000 to $1,500. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, before he ‘consented to 
this reduction, he should like to learn how this sa- 
lary corresponded with that of the Governors of 
other Territories. : 

Mr. BENTON expressed himself averse to cre- 
ating any distinction between the two Governors on 
the opposite sides of the river, and particularly ag 
the Governor of Iowa would be on the more imme- 
diate Indian border. Mr. B. said it had been the 
practice formerly to allow the Governors of Terri- 
tories $4,000—¢2,000 of which was for Governor, 
and $2,000 as. Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
Offices in the vicinity of Indians, he well- knew, 
were subject to. the heaviest expenses. : Unless they 
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treated the Indians, who came to see them, with 
hospitality and courtesy, they were sure to be de- 
spised, and never could exercise any influence over 
them. Hospitality was a peculiar trait in the 
savage character; you could never visit the hum- 
blest of the race without being invited to partake of 
refreshment; and the white man, particularly: the 

- Governor, that didnot return it, would be con- 
temned by them. . 

This amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment was the reduction of the 
salaries of the District Judges from $1800 to $150 . 

Mr. ROBINSON hoped this reduction would not 
be concurred in; the salary would be very inade- 
quate to the wants of these officers. It was one of 
the dearest countries for living in the United States; 
more so, he was prepared to say, even than New 
Orleans. 

Mr. TIPTON thought the salary sufficient; and 
that plenty of men, competent to fill such offices, 
were to be had at the price stipulated in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DAVIS thought the salary would range 
pretty equal with the salaries of the judges in the 
different States, 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said that the time to 
come must be taken into consideration; provisions 
might be dear now on account of emigration, but 
this could not continue so in a Territory which 
was one of the finest farming and grazing countries 
in the world. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the whole bill on 
the table; there was no necessity for the adoption of 
another Territory just now. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked if this motion were in 
order. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky. Yes, sir, perfectly in 
order; and we will only have to vote it down. 

The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, by yeas and nays; when there appear- 
ed yeas 6, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Lumpkin, Preston, Sevier, 
Spence, Strange, White—6.- 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Conn. Smith of 
Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter Wall, 
Webster, Williams and Young—-33. 

The amendments from the House were then all 
concurred in. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tnrurspay, June 7, 1838. 
SURVEYS OF THE LAKES. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported some days 
since from the Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the House of Representa- 
tives, at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, a copy of-each survey, and chart accom- 
panying the same, that has been heretofore made, 
of the shores, harbors, inlets, and waters, of Lake 
Erie; also, a copy of each similar survey that has 
been made of Lake Michigan. 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in. Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United Siates is hereby 
authorized to cause such parts of Lakes Ontario, 
Erie, St. Clair, Huron; Michigan, and Champlain, 
and the bays contiguous, and the rivers and straits 
connected with said lakes, as are within the United 
States, and the waters’ of Chesapeake Bay, and 
creeks adjacent thereto, to be surveyed, when he 
aiay deem the same to be necessary to add security 
and safety to the navigation or commerce: on those 
waters, or for any naval or military operations that 
may be required on the same for the protection and 
defence of the northern frontier, and accurate maps 
and charts of such. surveys to be made; and for 
that purpose he is hereby authorized to employ any 
public vessel or craft-Wwithin those - waters; and to 


detail for such service such persons as are employ- 
ed on board of such vessels or crafts, and others in 
public employ, when the same can be done without 
injury to other branches of the public service; and 
that he cause the shoals, rocks, and other obstruc- 
tions, and the channels into the bays, mouths of 
rivers, and through the straits, when said channels 
are intricate, to be designated by buoys, or in such 
other suitable manner as he may direct. 

And the question pending was on the amendment 
thereto by Mr. Stanuey, to include the waters of 
Cove, Albemarle, and Pamlico Sounds, North Ca- 
rolina. 

This amendment was now agreed to; and thus 
amended, Mr. Wuuirriesev’s amendment being 
agreed to, and thé resolution being on its engross- 
ment— 

Mr. ADAMS remarked upon the superfluousness 
of including the Carolina waters, as they were in- 
cluded in the general coast survey that had been 
going on for so many years. [Mr. Matuory said 
said they would not be reached for twenty years, 
and Mr. Stanury said the river bays or sounds 
were not included in the coast survey.] Mr. A. 
said there was an obvious diversity of opinion, but 
he was not opposed to the merits of the resolution, 
as it propesed carrying out the system of internal 
improvements; but there ought to be an appropria- 
tion and a bill reported for that purpose. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY explained that no appro- 
priations. or improvement were contemplated. It 
was a simple proposition to employ the officers 
already on the spot in discovering and designating 
the shoals, islands, and bars in the lakes. This 
was the original design, and Chesapeake bay and 
the waters of North Carolina had been engrafted on 
it by others. No appropriation was asked for or 
reyuired, for none was necessary. 

Mr. CUSHMAN was in favor of the resolution, 
which did not involve the expenditure of a single 
dollar; and in order, therefore, to bring the House 
to a vole, he demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, ayes 103, noes not counted; 
and the main question being ordered thereon— 

Mr. MALLORY asked for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, and the resolution was or- 
dered to a third reading without a division, this day. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Dixon; which was ordered to a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. W. also reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Rassalas Whitcomb, Geo. C, Van Zandt, 
Willard Barrows, Thomas Brown, N. Brookfield, 
Andrew Porter, John Wharrey, John Milroy, and 
James A, Rosseau, and that the same, with the do- 
cuments accompanying, be referred to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for settlement under the contracts 
made by the petitioners with the United States to 
survey public lands, and for paymeut under exist- 
ing appropriations, for surveying the public lands. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported without amendment, Senate 
bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the two 
per cent. fund for purposes of internal improve- 
ment in that State. ; 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported against Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of William Sand- 
ford; and the same was laid on the table. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Commiltee on Roads 
and Canals, reported back the amendment of the 
Senate to the House bill giving the assent of Con- 
gress to an amendatory act of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Virginia, chartering the Fal- 
mouth and Alexandria Railroad Company, with a 
further amendment, recommended by the eommit- 
tee, and they were all committed to a committee 
on the Union. 

Mr. BOND, from the select committee to which 
the subject had been referred, reported a bill to ex- 
tend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and fer returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office. 

On Mr. B’s motien, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow, 


Mr. KILGORE asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution! ` 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the operation of so much of the 
act of June 23, 1836, entitled “An act to regulate 
the deposites of the public moneys,” as prohibits 
the receipt of the notes or bills of specie paying 
banks, which have issued since the 4th July, 1836, 
notes or bills of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars, be, and the same is hereby, suspended for 
the period of two years. 

And be tt further resolved, That the operation of 
the second section of ‘the act of April 14, 1836, en- 
titled “An act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of the Revolutionary and other pensions of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, be, and the same is here-~ 
by, suspended for the period of two years. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. K. moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays; whick 
being ordered, were—yeas 96, nays 91, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, John W., Allen, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, 
John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crockett, Darlington, Daw: 
gon, Davies, Deberry, Dermis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Goode, William Graham, Grant, Graves, Grennell, Hail, Hal- 
sted, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Wawes, Hoffman, 
Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Lincoin, Marvin, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Patter- 


| son, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, 


Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Sergeant, Augustine II. Shepperd, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland. Underwood, 
Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
jams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H- 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—96. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Cambreleng, John Campbeti, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cushing, Cashman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgaole, Duncan, Far 
rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, 
Harrison, Wawkins, Waynes, [ferod, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Mallory, 
Martin, MeKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mil- 
ler, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuei W- 
-Morris, Murray, Noble, Ogle, Pamer, Parker, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pratt, John I. Prentiss, Reiley, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vandervecr, Wage- 
ner, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whitdesey, Jared W, Wil 
tiams, and Yell—9}. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, not 
being two thirds. 3 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of the heirs of Doctor J. 8, Pell, and on 
the petition of Wim. Roberts, jr. 

Mr. CARTER then moved to make the bill to 
extenil the pension system the special order of the 
day for Tnesday next. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved for a sus- 
pension of the rules, and asked for the yeas and 
nays, but the House refusing the latter, Mr. ©. 
moitified his motion, by asking for two hours onty 
on that day, and made afew remarks on the im- 
portance of the measure. 

Mr. BOON suggested to limit it from the journal 
ti 10 o'clock; which Mr. C. accepted as a modifi- 
cation of his motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS suggested Saturday next. 

Mr. YELL moved Friday. 

The CHAIR replied that the rules must first be 
suspended before the motion could be made. 

The House refused to suspend. 

Mr. FAIRFIRLD moved that the House go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union generally; which was agreed to, and the 
House went into committee, Mr. Crarc in the 


Chair. 
PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, moved to take 
up the pre-emption right bill; which was agreed to 
101 to 46. i 

The Senate “bill to grant pre-emption rights to 
actual settlers,” was then taken up, and read at 


‘the Clerk’s table. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the reading of 
the former pre-emption law, which having been 
done, the Cnam propounded the question on the 
first amendment, proposed: by the House committee 
on the public lands, which was to accept from the 
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operations of the pre-emption, the Miami reserve 
in the State of Indiana, acquired by treaty, of 
which the proclamation was made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the 22d of December 
last. 

Mr. BOON then rose and addressed the House as 
follows: 

Mr. Chairman, said he, the subject under consi- 
deration was one of very deep interest to a nume- 
rous and most meritorious classiof-citizens®of the 
new States and Territories, and that he, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Public Lands, and as a 
Western man, felt it to be his duty to offer a few 
yemarks in support of the measure proposed to be 
adopted. In thedischarge of the duty thus devolved 
upon me, said Mr. B. I shall at least have the sa- 
tisfaction to know that I shall'be found laboring to 
protect the rights and interests of a class of my fel- 
low-citizens, many of whom have removed far 
from the land of their fathers, in search of a. coun- 
try anda home for themselves and families, and 
have settled on the public lands in good faith and 
with an honest intention of becoming the purchasers 
of their little improvements, so soon as circumstan- 
ces would enable them to do so. And now, sir, 
what does the present bill propose to do? It cen- 
tains no new principle whatever, but simply pro- 
vides that there shall be granted to the present set- 
tlers on the public lands that which, by former acts 
of Congress, has been. repeatedly granted to others 
who were similarly situated. 

Iam aware, Mr. Chairman, that many genile- 
men of the old thirteen States of this Confederacy 
are, and ever have been, opposed to almost every 
measure calculated to benefit the new States of the 
West. But, said Mr. B. I had not, or could not 
have, believed, until very recently, that there could 
be found an individual of any political creed what- 
ever, hailing from the Great West, ready to de- 
nounce all those who had at any time settled on the 
public lands, as a band of “lawless intruders and 
land pirates.” But, sir, a most meritorious class of 
citizens of the new States have been thus grossly 
denounced by men high in office, and from a quar- 
ter, too, from whence so hostile an attack upon 
western men and western interests was least to 
have been expected or looked for; and though I 
will not descend to the use of language of like un- 
statesmanlike character by way of retort, I may 
be permitted to say that I know hundreds 
and thousands of individuals who at different 
periods of time settled upon ,the public lands 
before they became purchasers thereof, whose 
characters for honesty, integrity, and patrio- 
tism would not suffer by a faithful comparison with 
that of any individual who may, at any time, have 
thus denounced a meritorious class of citizens, to 
whom the country at large, and the West in parti- 
cular, is under the deepest and most lasting obliga- 
tions; a class of citizens, sir, whose spirit for enter- 
prise is unequalled, and whose manly courage has 
never been surpassed in the hour of their country’s 
danger from an invading foe. I rejoice, said Mr. 
B. to know that in our heaven-favored America, a 
freeman is neither disfranchised in consequence of 
his poverty, nor in consequence of his having set- 
tled upon the public lands; and I trust, sir, that 
every despised and abused settler upon the Go- 
vernment lands will, on all fit and proper occasions, 
eause his just weight and influence to be felt and 
respected by all aspirants to office. Sir, said Mr. B. 
to what class of citizens do we look for soldiers to 
fight the battles of our common country? Is it to 
the land speculators, the rich, and the “ well born,” 
that we look? No, sir, no: it is to the laboring poor 
men of the country, including the abused settlers 
upon the public lands, who have been denounced 
within the walls of this Capitg], on more than one 
occasion, as a band of “ lawle® intruders and land 
pirates.” And,sir, shall we now refuse to protect 
this meritorious class of our fellow citizens in their 
just claims upon the favor of the Government un- 
der which they live? I trust not, Mr. Chairman. 

Sir, if you but trace the history of the new States 
and Territories from their earliest settlement by 
a white population up #0 the present period of 
time, it will be perceived that much the greater 
portion of the entire population of those States and 
Territories, settled upon the public Jands before 


they became purchasers; and it is to this descriP- 
tion of population, more than to any other, that the 


Government is mainly indebted for the value that | 


has been given to your vast public domain. But 
for the spirit of enterprise displayed by the adven- 
turous sons of the West, much the greater portion 
of the now cultivated regions west of the moun- 
tains, would, until the present period of time, have 
remained in a state of nature, and the habitation of 
the aborigines, and beasts of prey. `` 

Sir, continued Mr. B. having been myself a 
partaker of the many privations in life which at- 
tend those who are the settlers of a new country, I 
feel that I am thereby enabled to judge more cor- 
rectly of the many privations which is experienced 
by those who, at different periods of time, have set- 
ted upon the public lands in the Western wilds. 
Twenty-seven years ago, sir, I removed from the 
State of Kentucky to the then Territory of Indiana, 
with a wife and four small children; and being at 
that time unable to make payment for a lot of land 
for a home for myself and family, I, like many 
others, settled upon the public lands with good 
intentions, when my nearest neighbor was a hos- 
tile Indian, and my only shelter from the storm, 
and my protection from danger, was an open camp; 
and the bark of the elm tree when spread upon 
the cold earth served both as my floor and my car- 
pet. And, for more than five long years, the meal 
of which my daily bread was made I had to grind 
on a hand mill. 
of the very many hardships which were experienced 
by the early settlers in the western wilds; and such 
are they who, on more than one occasion, have 
been denounced within the walls of this Capitol as 
a band of “lawless iniruders and land pirates.” Sir, 
continued Mr. B. all that I will say to those indi- 
viduals, who have thus given utterance to such 
course and unmerited abuse of a meritorious class 
of American citizens, is that they deserve only, as 
they will receive, the utter scorn and contempt of 
every individual who at any time has settled upon 
the public lands. 

Some gentlemen are opposed to pre-emption 
laws, because, say they, such a policy if adopted, 
would so far change the present land system, as to 
greatly diminish the annual amount of revenue 
now receivable from public lands. Now if gentie- 
men will but examine this subject a little better, 
they will readily perceive that land sales, at public 
auction, since 1820, have, on an average, produced 
only about six and one quarter of a cent per acre 
more than the Government price of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I put it to gentlemen to say 
whether they really consider the pecuniary interest 
of the Government in this small matter, involving 
only the trifling sum of six and one-fourth cents 
an acre more than the present Government price, 
of such importance, as to induce the Government 
to drive from the public lands, the present settlers, 
for the purpose of enriching the Treasury, and to 
benefit the speculator? Sir, suppose you refuse to 
protect the actual settler by pre-emption right, what 
are the consequences which -will follow? Why, 
sir, the poor settler will attend the public land sales, 
and bid for the lot which has been made valuable, 
and perhaps saleable, only by his labor, until 
driven from competition by a mere man of straw, 
procured to bid at the public land sales by a com- 
bination of speculators. And when the actual set- 
tlers are thus driven from the sales; this man of 
straw thus procured to bid against the settlers, for- 
feits his bids, the land reverts back to Government 
for non-payment of the purchase money, and is 
then entered by the speculator at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. This, sir, is, toa very 
considerable extent, the effect preduced by the pre- 
sent system of land at public auction. The 
Government, under such a system, is no gainer, 
while the poor settler loses his all, and is after- 
wards compelled to content himself with the pur- 
@mase of Government lands of an inferior quality, 
of he must purchase better lands from the specula- 
tor at greatly advanced prices. 

Surely, Mr. Chairman, it will not be contended 
by any, one that it would be either a wise or judi- 
cious policy on the part of the Government to adept 
any syste: that would have a tendency te cripple 


Such, Mr. Chairman, area few ~ 


or retard the growth or improvement..of .the new: 
States; and more especially when the-Govérniment 
would be no. gainer bythe measure. : No, sir: it 
should rather be the policy.of the Government: to 
sell. her lands to individuals in tracts-of limited 
parcels, and at reduced prices. .. The- price that has 
been Jong fixed by law as the-Government:price 
per acre, is one dollar and twenty-five cents, and-is 
believed to be sufficiently high forany lands: sold 
by the Government;. and. it- cannot, injustice, be 
denied that the acttal settler and: cultivator should 
have a preference. over the. speculator: If you 
grant the right-of pre-emption to. actual settlers to 
one quarter section, as is proposed by ‘the present 
bill, the Government will receive: one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre for all the lands sold un- 
der the present land system at private entry; and if 
you first offer your lands for sale at public auction, 
the Government will receive but a small fraction 


-more on the acre, than the minimum Government 


price.. But not éven that fraction will be received, 
where combinations exist; and but few public Jand 
sales have taken. place of late. years, where combi- 
nations by speculators did not exist. I consider, 
therefore, that the Government has no adequate 
pecuniary interest sufficient to. induce it to, drive 
from the public lands the actual settler, for the be- 
nefit of the speculator. : 

I am aware, said Mr. B. that pre-emption laws 
have been objected to on the ground that they in- 
volve conflicting claims and clashing interests, and 
other evil consequences. This was the case under 
the act which authorized floating claims. But, sir, 
the present bill guards against like consequences in 
future.: It provides. that where two or more. per- 
sons have settled. upon, and cultivated any one 
quarter section of land, each of them shall have an 
equal skare therein, but shall have no claim-to 
lands elsewhere by virtue of this bill, should it be- 
come a law. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are the general provisions 
of the present bill, as it came from the Senate, and 
having received the approval of a majority of the 
Public Land committee on the part of this House. 
Sir, said Mr. B. if time would permit me, I might 
go much more at length into the discussion of this 
subject; but I am not much in the practice of 
making speeches on this floor “for Buncombe;” and 
knowing that there is other business of much im- 
portance to the country and to individuals to be 
acted upon in the short time yet remaining.of the 
present session of Congress, I will conclude my re- 
marks by Saying that, to my mind, there is no. mea- 
sure whatever which recommends itself. more 
strongly to the favor of Congress, upon every prin- 
ciple of justice and humanity, towards a meritorious 
class of our fellow-citizens, who have settled in the 
western wilds. 

Mr. EWING said he would. not make a speech 
for Buncombe nor for the House, nor should he 
enter into a history of his life; for, when he gave 
that, he should give it entire. He spoke highly of 
the character of the squatters, and referred to an 
alleged attack made upon them elsewhere by an 
individual, [Mr. Cuay,] which he pronounced 
false, and said such an attack had, never been 
made. . f 

Mr. E. moved to amend the amendment by 
granting to the State the right of pre-emption to the 
Miami reserve lands, except to those already set- 
tled, which he stated to be only by about -halfa 
dozen. families. 

Mr. CHAPMAN inquired if the amendment, 
which proposed to give a State a grant of land 
was in order. He hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw it, and bring it forward upon some other 
ra as it had the effect of embarrassing the 
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Mr. EWING said it was intimately connected 
with pre-emption rights to public lands, and the 
disposition to be made of them; and was so inti- 
mately connected that they could not be separated. 

Mr. HEROD called fora division of the ques- 
tion on Mr. Ewine’s amendment, so as to take 
the question first on that branch of it giving the 
pre-emption to the State, and next on that in re- 
lation to the individual settlers on the. Miami 
lands. j 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana remarked: that 


that the proposition to grant pre-emption rights to 
a State was new in principle. Lands had been 
granted heretofore to the States, but never pre- 
emption to them. 

Mr. EWING denied there was any novelty in 
the principle, unless the bill itself was a new one; 
and who would deny a right to a whole sovereign 
State, which was not refused to its citizens. 

Mr. DUNN, in view of the existence of the 
combinations that would be formed at the sale, 
did not believe the United States would acquire 
more from the proceeds, than if the State of In- 
diena gotit at the minimum price. Moreover, 
by granting it to the State, the Treasury would be 
in the immediate receipt of the money. 

_ Mr. POPE suggested that the amendment should 
be altered so as to compel the State, if she entered 
any part ofthe lands, to take the whole. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained, and severely 
condemned the whole plan. It was giving a State 
the privilege of speculating on the lands, over the 
heads of the settlers; and, after the grant wasmade, 
the State would apportion out the land, and watch 
those boys who were about to squat. He said if 
pre-emption rights were to be granted at all, he 
would say hands off from all distinctions—let the 
settlers stand upon equal terms every where. The 
land, he was told, was worth three, four, and five 
dollars an acre; and instead of allowing the State 
of Indiana to speculate, and pocket the profit, he 
would prefer to alter the law so as to compel set- 
tlers to pay those prices, and let the United States 
have the profit. 

Mr. DUNN rephed with an argument to show 
that it was proper to benefit the State, because the 
principle of granting pre-emptions was intended to 
reward those who went and settled the western 
lands in advance of others; and such persons would 
have the benefit of this provision. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, opposed 
the amendment, It was enough for him to know 
that it proposed to benefit the State of Indiana; 
and, if that State was to be benefitted, he wished to 
know how a distinction could be drawn between 
that State and others. Why, he asked, should not 
the old States be benefitted in the increase of value? 
or why should a preference be given to Indiana 
over other States containing public lands. 

Mr. HEROD gave an explanation of the situa- 
tion in whieh these lands were; and advocated the 
amendment. : ; 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment offered by Mr. EWING was 
rejected without a division. Ls 

The question then recurred upon the original 
amendment, 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, again advocated the 
amendment of Mr. EWING, on the ground that 
it would be brought forward hereafter as a distinct 
proposition, and appeared to prefer it not embar- 
rassing the pre-emption bill. 

Mr. CASEY remarked that the amendment ap- 
peared to him to be superfluous, on the ground that 
the following clanse in the body of the bill, would 
exclude the Miami Reserve—it was in these words: 
“ That this act shall not be so construed as to give 
aright of pre-emption to any person, or persons, 
in consequence of any settlement or improvement 
made before the extinguishment of the Indian title 
to the land on which such settlement or improve- 
ment was made ” 

Mr. BOON remarked that if Mr. Casmy’s con- 
struction was the correct one, still the amendment 
of the Committee on the Public Lands could do no 
harm, as it might make the bill itself less objec- 
tionable to those who were opposed to it. 

Mr. GOODE then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by granting the reserved alternate Sections at 
the price of $2 50 per acre, on the Miami canal 
line, in that State, to the State of Ohio, except those 
sections now settled and improved. 

Mr. SNYDER hoped the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from: Ohio would not prevail. It proposed 
to grant an exclusive right to the State of Ohio, in 
exclusion to individuals. The present bill is one 
extending to the settlers on public lands the right of 
pre-emption to one quarter section. Its priggiples 
are general and equitable; its object is to protect the 
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labor of the poor man from the rapacity of the 
wealthy speculator. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman will embarrass, if adopted, the progress and 
passage of this bill; and I deny that it is consonant 
with the principles of the measure now under con- 
sideration. This bill extends to the settlers 
on the public lands protection, and a guar- 
antee for their labor; and, on the other 


hand, the proposition of the gentleman from 


Ohio would engross the most valuable lands 
exclusively for the State of Ohio, and refuse the 
right of pre-emption to the settlers on that portion 
of the public domain. I, for one, cannot consent 
that this bill shall be so encumbered. If the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Ohio has merits, 
I will vote for it in a separate and distinct bill. 
There has been abundant time during all of this 
long session to propose his measure ; there is yet 
time. Ihope the friends of a pre-emption will 
join me in voting down this amendment, so that 
this important bill for the relief of a most meri- 
torious class of citizens will stand on its own merit, 
and speedily meet with the favorable action of this 
House. When the principles of this bill come up 
for discussion, I shall avail myself of the occasion 
to present my views more fully on the subject. 


The amendment of the House committee was | 


then agreed to. 

The next amendment was'in relation to certain 
fractions in Palmyra district, Missouri, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an amendment, the 
effect of which was to prevent persons from getting 
more than one pre-emption. 

Mr. LINCOLN remarked that he had submitted 
the following amendment, when the bill was ori- 
ginally reported : 

“To insert in the 25th line, after the words 
United States, the following words: ‘Nor shall the 
benefit of this act extend to any person who has 
before availed himself of a pre-emption right to the 
entry of any of the public lands, and acquired a 
title thereto by reason of such entry.’” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD having temporarily with- 
drawn his, Mr. Lincoun moved the above. e 

Mr. U. said the gentleman’s amendment did nat 
provide for the mode of ascertaining the fact, and 
he therefore preferred his own and moved it, asit 
required the settler to set forth his disclaimer on 
oath. 

Mr. LINCOLN’S objection to that was, that he 
always disapproved of putting an individual's 
rights on the faith of his own testimony. It was a 
dangerous practice, and he, therefore, preferred his 
own amendment. 

Mr. L. then went at large into a review of the 
bill, and contended for the right of the old States to 
the public lands in common with the new States, 
and that they should not be given away either to 
sellers or to new States. He was in favor of 
granting these pre-emption rights to settlers; but 
wished to restrict them, so that the same person 
could not take one pre-emption after another, and 
thus cover an undue quantity of land. He also 
made and argued the point, that a pre-emption 
right should be gained only by some service in 
making improvements, and that merely because he 
staid on a quarter section of land over night, he 
should not acquire a right to purchase it in the 
morning. He went upon the ground, that lands 
not offered for sale by the Government might be 
secured by pioneers, who settled and improved the 
land, but that a mere temporary stopping should 
not give a pre-emption right, because he did no 
good to the country and performed no service to 
entitle him to the right. He would offer an amend- 
ment to make the residence four months next pre- 
ceding the first of December, so that those who 
went and sowed wheat, and felled timber, and esta- 
blished a house, should acquire a right to it, and 
not be liable to be turned out houseless after he 
had done the service of a pioneer and had become 
a citizen and a resident. Such an amendment he 
thought as liberal as Western people could justly 
ask; and, coupled with the one then before the 
committee, that the pioneer should have but one 
pre-emption right, instead of allowing him to mono- 
polize, he was willing to go for the bill. Should 
such propositions be called illiberal, he was willing 
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‘to be denounced here and at home; but he would 


also be willing to appeal to a jury of Western men, 
to decide upon their justice. 

Mr. L. then discussed the policy of the measure 
as affecting the prices of lands and the interests of 
the old States, : 

Mr. MAY moved an amendment to extend the 
law granting pre-emption rights to any persons 
who may now or shall hereafter have lived twelve 
months upon the public lands; and, after some re- 
marks upon objections made by Mr. Lincotn to 
the bill in its present shape, he went at length into 
an argument to show the expediency of the mea- 
surg he proposed to insert in the bill. 

Mr. BOON replied to the remarks of Mr. Lin- 
COLN, Chietly to the point relative to obtaining suc- 
cessive and separate pre-emption yights. He did 
not think such occurrences could take place often; 
and if it did now and then, when an actual settler 
moved from one location to a better, he thought no 
evil would accrue. 

Mr. LINCOLN said, according to his notion, the 
person who removed in such a manner was a spe- 
culator. ; 

Mr. LOOMIS spoke at length in favor opastaa 
settlers upon the public lands, and was in favor of 
affording them every facility which could be grant- 
ed, with proper safeguards against frauds. He 
was opposed to selling the lands in large quanti- 
ties to non-residents, to hold and sell hereafter. If 
any benefit was te acerue from an increase of va~ 
lue, it ought to go to actual settlers, or remain to 
the United States, instead of being given to specu- 
lators. He did not understand the policy of ton- 
fining the application of the bul to settlers up to 
December Jast, and did not see why it should not 
be brought down to the present time, or to the 
first of June; and he read a letter from a western 
correspondent to show that it would be a hardship 
to those who came a little later than the day set, 
and had been compelled to settle upon lands not 
brought into the market, with the expectation of 
acquiring a pre-emption right. He proposed to 
offer an amendment at the end ef the bill, to pro- 
vide for a prospective system of settling and act 
quiring pre-emption rights, when such an amend- 
ment should be in order. — 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that the committee 
rise, with a view to have the amendments printed. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana wished that a 
vote might be taken on some of the merely verbal 
amendments already offered. He had some time 
since proposed an amendment, and had it printed, 
which he intended to offer as a substitute for the 
bill; but, since then, he had, upon consultation 
with a competent ofticer of the land office, made 
some very important alterations, and he had a 
strong hope that it would now meet the assent of a 
large majority of the House. 

Mr. RANDOLPH again moved that the com- 
miltee rise; but gave way to 

Mr. LINCOLN, who moved another amend- 
ment, with a view to have it printed with the rest. 

Mr. RANDOLPH then renewed his motion to 
rise, which was carried in the affirmative; and the 
committee rose and reported. ; 

By general consent, the bill and various amend- 
ments pending, and notice of given, were all order- 
ed to be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to take up the bill in re- 
ation to the Rock River and Lake Michigan 
Canal. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved an 
adjournment: lost—only, 29 voting for it. 

The above bill was then taken up, the question 
being on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole in sundry amendments. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana moved several vérbal 
amendments, which were agreed to, as did also 
Mr. McKAY. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an amendment giving 
the State the equity of revocation; but it was disa- 
greed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third readjng 
to-morrow—ayes 94, noes 3. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees, 

The Senate’s amendment to the House bill, to 
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s cure the payment on certain commissions on duty 
bonds to collectors of the customs, was taken up, 
and agreed to. 

Also, the amendments to the House bill for the 
relief of Moses Merrill. 

The tollowing were read a third time: 

The joint resolution for the further distribution 
of the Documentary History of the Revolution was 
read the third time and passed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause certain surveys to be 
made, was then taken up. 

Mr. MALLORY opposed the resolution, and in- 


sisted that it would involve an appropriation ot | 


$500,000, adding that it was attempted to be 
smuggled through. Moreover, the persons pro- 
posed to make the surveys were not competent. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio warmly repelled 
this allegation, and went into a defence of his 
course in sustaining the resolution, giving the rea- 
sons that had induced western men, whose States 
bordered on the lakes to sustain it. No expense 
was intended, nor would the President be justified 
in incurring any under it. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an adjournment: lost, 

Mr. BRONSON wassatisfied that, if the persons 
on the southern waters were not competent to the 
performance, those on the lakes were. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
ADAMS, FILLMORE, and HAYNES, 

Mr. H. moved to commit the resolution to the 
Committee on Commerce, with instructions to in- 
quire into the expediency of reporting back for a 
survey of our whole seaboard, lakes included. 

Mr. GRANT moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. GOODE, who, after some remarks, renewed 
it, and it was sustained by the House, 90 to 36, 
and the main quéstion was ordered, put, and 
agreed to. 

So the resolution was passed. 

The following were also passed: 

An act to reorganize the Legislative Council of 
the Territory of Florida, and for other purposes, 

An act to confirm an act of the Legislative Coun- 
cil of Florida, incorporating the Florida and Pe- 
ninsula Steamboat and Railroad Company, grant- 
ing right of way through the public lands, and for 
other purposes. | 

Mr. WORD, on leave, submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
an Post Roads be instructed to inquire inte the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Car- 
rollton, in the county of Carroll, in the State of 
Mississippi, to Douglass, on the Yazoo river; and 
also from-Grenada, in the county of Talaboosha, 
via Preston and Oakland, to Panola, in Panola 
county. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then said, for the purpose of 
testing the sense; he would move to make the pre- 
emption bill the special order of the day for to- 
morrow, after the hour of one o’clock, when the 
other orders would be disposed of. 

Mr. BRIGGS interposing a motion to that ef- 
fect, which prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, June 7, 1838. 

Mr. LYON presented the memorial of thirty-two 
citizens of Michigan, members of the bar, and 
others, praying Congress to change the place of 
holding the cirenit and district conrt of the United 
States for the State of Michigan, from the city of 
Detroit to Ann Arbor, in said State. 

Mr. LYON said the memorialists stated that 
jurors and witnesses were put to much expense and 
inconvenience by the holding of the court at De- 
troit, which would be saved to them by holding it 
at Ann Arbor, where the throng of emigrants and 
travellers was not so great, and where the money 
they would receive: would be at least sufficient to 
pay their board bills while in attendance on the 
court. They also stated that a great portion of 
the business of the court originated in the interior 
of the State, nearer and more convenient to Ann 
Arbor than Detroit; that at the former place the 
court could occupy commodious buildings free of 


f officially communicated to the Senate. 
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rent,and without the interruption to which it is 
now frequently subject in Detroit from the sessions 
of other courts occupying the same room with 


itself. 
Mr. SEVIER said he was not in his seat yester- | 


day when the report on the Oregon Territory was 


ordered to be printed. As it was a document of | 


great interest to the American public, he would 
move that 15,000 extra copies be added. 

Mr. SOUTHARD thought the number unusually 
large. i 
Mr. SEVIER then suggested 10,000; which were 
accordingly ordered. i 

On motion of Mr. HUBBABD, the Committee 
on Pensions was instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to. John McNeil. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of a petition from an individual (un- 
heard) in Clark county, Indiana. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize a 
selection of lands for the benefit of the University 
of Michigan, in lieu of other lands heretofore se- 
lected: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill supplementary to the act of March, 
1835, to establish branches of the Mint of the 
United States: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LYON, on leave, introduced a bill to create 
the office of the Surveyor of the Public Lands in 
Michigan: read twice, and referred. 

Mr. MORRIS submitted a resolution, which lies 
over one day, instructing the Committee on the 
Public Lands to inquire into the expediency of 
ceding to the State of Ohio all the public lands re- 
maining unsold within her limits, and of making 
the same provision for other States. as soon as the 
public land remaining unsold within their respec- 
tive boundaries should bear the same proportion 
[to something unheard by the reporter] as it now 
does in the State of Ohio; or, if this should be 
deemed inexpedient, that the committee inquire 
how many of the land offices in Ohio can be abo- 
lished without injury to the public service. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution offered on Tuesday by Mr. MOR- 
RIS; that Congress adjourn on the 2d of July to the 
second Monday in November next, and that no 
member of Congress receive compensation for 
services during the recess, came up in its order. 

Mr. MORRIS explained, and advocated his reso- 


| lution at some length, assigning as the principal 


reason for adopting it that, if the Senate should 
meet before the Constitutional time for a new session, 
they could take up their unfinished business, and 
proceed with it in the same manner asif there had 
been no recess. 

- Mr. NORVELL moved that the resolution be in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved that it be laid on the ta- 
ble; which motion, taking precedence, was put to 
the vote, and carried. 

THE NEW TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. Wessrer’s resolution, offered yesterday, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for a copy 
of such order as he might have recently issued in 
regard to receiving bank notes, coming up for con- 
sideration, 

Mr. WEBSTER said a Treasury order had 
been published, which it was preper should be 
When 
speaking on the joint resolution which lately passed, 
{said Mr. W.| I observed that some further legal 
provision would be necessary, if the resolution 
should pass. This expectation is quite confirmed 
by the new circular. As to some of the conditions, 
or limitations, stated by the Secretary, it is true 
that they are imposed by existing statutes, and 


must be regarded; such as that the bills of no | 


bank should be received, which bank since June, 
1836, has issued, er paid out, bills less than five 
dollars. 
and nearly all in others, are in this predicament, 
it is necessary, undoubtedly, that some act of le- 
gislation sheutd be passed, in order to make- the 
recent resolution of any practical effect in those 
States. f 4 i 

There are other parts of the new circular, how- 


As all the banks in some of the States, ` 


ever, of which I do: not-see 
the case now stands. =~ SINE Se 
It is proper, however, that the -paper should:be 
officially. before us, “as undoubtedly’ some: farther 
legislation will be .necessary; and: Ishall myself 
propose some measure on the subject at an early 
day. : ae a ce 
The resolution was adopted without dissents 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation fromthe ‘Treasury. Department, in: pursa- 


the necessity, even as 


“ance of a Senate resolution of May 2d, ‘witha 


condensed statement of: the. condition of thesState 
deposite banks, derived from: the latest. returns, to- 
gether with the returns on which-the statement was 
founded: laid on the table, and ordered to. be 
printed. - - ; E . 

Several bills were received from the House, read 
twice, and referred. : / 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the 
other House to the bill to establish the office of 
Surveyor General for Wisconsin. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: t ja f 

The bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth. 

The bill to authorize John. E. Metcalf and 
others to locate certain pre-emption claims to land 
in Indiana. - ; : ; 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefit of 
the act of June, 1834, granting pre-emption rights; 
and 7 

The bill to settle the construction of the act re- 
gulating the pay of paymasters in the army. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the House bill making appro- 
priations for the prevention and suppression of In- 
dian hostilities for 1838, and for the payment of 
arrearages in 1837. 

On ordering this bill to its third reading, Mr. 
WEBSTER addressed the Senate, and. was an- 
swered by Mr. WRIGHT, when Mr. PRESTON 
spoke at length, reflecting generally on the war and 
its causes, which he attributed to the fault of the 
Administration. : 

Mr. LUMPKIN addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I had indulged the hope, and 
stil] indulge it, that the Senate would be permitted 
to-act promptly.on this appropriation bill, without 
bringing into its discussion the excitingtopicsof 
the Florida and Cherokee treaties, and the Florida 
war. The service of the country and the character 
of the Government are- at this time suffering for 
the want of the passage of this bill. Drafts amount- 
ing to hundreds of thousands of dollars are at this 
moment pressed upon the Treasury of the country, 
and cannot be discharged till we pass this bill. The 
citizens ef the country, who have given full and 
fair consideration for official and legal drafts on 
your Treasury, ought not to'be delayed in receiving 
their just dues, i d : 

It is, therefore, with extreme reluctance that I 
feel myself called upon to take some notice of the 
remarks of the Senator from Seuth Carolina, [Mr. 
Preston.] I shall not, however, -follow the gen- 
tleman in the wide range he has taken in regard to 
the Florida campaign, or the metit or demerit of 
the distinguished officers who have had. command 
in Florida. For the present I leave all these gen- 
tlemen (with my kind regard) to the justice of that 
public opinion, to whom we, as public men, are 
all amenable. There is but one point connected 
with the Florida war to which the gentleman-has 
adverted, which I feel myself called upon «to ne- 
tice. i 

The gentleman, with his usual eloquence, has 
eulogised the savage chief Oseola, apparently for- 
getful of the many horrid deeds which led to the 
catastrophe of this extraordiaary man. When 
I hear Oseola eulogised on the floor of this 
Senate, I can but remember the  treache- 
ry of this much indulged man to his friend 
and benefactor, the lamented General Wiley 
Thompson of Georgia, with whom I was long as- 
sociated in public life, and who was long a respect- 
ed member of the other branch of Congress. 
Yes, this bloodthirsty Oseola, not only murdered 
General Thompson, but was, aud has been, the 
principal organ of all the horrors of the Florida 


war, indiscriminately levelled. against every age 
and sex. Sir, if I fail to express my sympathy in 
strains of equal eloquence. with the Senator from 
South Carolina for the sufferings of the deserving 
portion of the native race, I will not yield to the 
gentleman my claims to feelings as refined, en- 
larged, and sympathetic for suffering humanity, 
even when a savage is the victim. I avow my- 
self the friend and. defender of the just rights and 
true interest-of the native race. But I am far, very 
far, from being the eulogist, or apologist of Oseola. 
I can but think of his name with horrorand dis- 
gust, 

But, sir, my anxiety for the speedy passage of 
this bill would have induced me to vote in silence, 
after all the the remarks of the gentleman upon 
the Florida part ef the subject, if the gentleman 
had stopped there. But, sir, he has come nearer 
home to me; and I feel bound to defend my own 
premises. The gentleman has given us a history 
of hissupport and defence of the Cherokee treaty of 
1835, and bas manifested marked zeal in the de- 
fence of my State, and a portion of its public func- 
tionaries. I thank him kindly for all this volun- 
tary service. Itis a free will offering, which I 
feel assured will be duly appreciated by the friends 
of the treaty and of the State. 

But, sir, we find mingled with all this support of 
the treaty, and zeal to have it faithfully and speedi- 
ly executed, a spirit and bearing in the remarks 
of the gentleman, which, to my mind, is calculated 
to do great injustice to the Administration which 
made and has sustained this treaty; as well as the 
friends of the Administration, who have borne the 
heat and burden of the day, in bringing our Indian 
relations to their present attitude. 

The gentlemen reminds me of whatI have often 
seen in the course of a life not now a very short 
one, that is: persons vociferous in a’cause after the 
victory was achieved, and persons, too, who stood 
aloof while the battle raged. 

Sir, I will never permit the Senator from South 
Carolina, uncontested, to step in at this late day, 
and carry off whatever meed of praise may be due 
‘to those who have struggled so long to relieve my 
beloved State from an Indian population. I traly 
thank him for all his kind feelings and services to 
my State, and her citizens, whether private or pub- 
lic men. But all this kindness and zeal for my 
State and her distinguished citizens, shall not in- 
duce me silently to asquiesce in direct or indirect 
censure, when improperly cast upon me, or the Ad- 
ministration of the Federal Government which I 
support. My position in relation to this matter shall 
not be misunderstood or misrepresented without 
the proper.correction. I am fully apprized of the 
fact, that the. late communication of the President 
of the United States to Congress, embracing the let- 
ter of the Secretary of War to John Ross, is at 
this time a most fruitful subject for excitement and 
misrepresentation. I, therefore, deem it my duty 
to go into a history of this transaction, sustained by 
such facts: as cannot be controverted, and as will 
do justice to myself, and the Executive Govern- 
ment, 

The Cherokee treaty. of 1835, after all that has 
been said to disparage the Government and the 
Indians who. formed it, I. repeat, as I have often 
done before, it is a monument of the magnanimity 
of the Government on one side, anda standing 
record of the honesty and pure patriotism of the 
Cherokees who negotiated it, on the other side. 

I was invited, at an early day, to aid as a com- 
missioner in the execution of this treaty, and have 
been familiar with every important transaction 
since, up to the present day. The Executive Go- 
vernment has uniformly, and at all times, expressed 
an unwavering determination to carry out and 
execute the treaty, without infringement er change 
of its provisions. It has as uniformly, constantly, 
and sincerely expressed a desire to discharge this 
duty in a spirit of the utmost kindness and liberality 
towards the Cherokee people. In all this I have 
concurred and co-operated with the Government. 
But it.is nevertheless true, that from the time I 
entered upon the duties of the appointment of com- 


_ missioner until L took my seat in this Senate, yes, 
sir, and up to.the present day, some difference of. 


opinion between the Executive Government and: 
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myself has existed, on some points touching the 
best mode of accomplishing.the object which we 
all had in view. I united in the views of the Go- 
vernment, in using every effort within my official 
range to reconcile the opposing part of the Chero- 
kees to this treaty; and have, to a considerable ex- 
tent, succeeded. . 

But I have uniformly dissented, as all my official 
letters will show while acting as commissioner, to 
that part of the policy of the Government which has 
permitted John Ross and his followers, while con- 
Stantly protesting against the validity. of the treaty, 
receiving the countenance and courtesy which they 
have done from the Government. I have uni- 
formly believed, and still believe, that the best and 
safest way te have executed this treaty would have 
been, from the first, kindly, but firmly, to have 
used the imperative language to Ross and his fol- 
lowers—to have said the argument is exhausted in 
regard to the treaty—Jt must be executed. I believe 
that no propositions from Ross should ever have 
been entertained, without being accompanied by a 
pledge to cease from all opposition to the removal 
of the Cherokees. But! believe this difference 
of opinion originated from no difference in object. 
It was the desire of all to execute the treaty in 
that manner which might be best for all the parties 
in interest. From my knowledge of the character 
of Ross, I had no confidence that he could be con- 
ciliated by concessions. Grant one demand, and 
another would immediately be made. The strong 
desire of the Government to conciliate Ross and 
his party has been constantly strengthened by the 
opinions of many of the officers and agents of the 
Government, as well as by the opinions of highly 
respectable citizens of various States, communi- 
cated to the Executive Government—that the treaty 
could never be executed peaceably, without the as- 
sent and aid of the opposing party of the Chero- 
kees, therefore, to avoid the evils of an Indian 
wat, which must terminate in the destruction of the 
Cherokees, as well as some loss of white inhabi- 
tants. The Government has, with a patience and 
forbearance unparalleled, kept an open ear to the 
untiring perseverance of Ross. 

On taking my seat in the Senate, I found Ross 
and his delegation still here, memorializing Con- 
gress, and making propositions to the Executive 
Government, my mode and manner of meeting 
which is known to the Senate and to the country. 
In the month of March, I found, from informa- 
tion derived from different sources, that the Execu- 
tive Government here was still urged by gentle- 
men in high official stations, to the policy of con- 
cilating Ross by increased liberality in money. 
Amongst others, I will read an extract from a 
letter of Governor Gilmer of Georgia, to the Se- 
cretary of War, dated March 5, 1838. The 
Governor says: “The best informed persons re- 
siding among the Cherokes express the opinion 
that Ross can, if he will, remove his peo- 
pleat once. To avoid the great expense to the Go- 
vernment, and to preserve the lives and property 
of our citizens, and the Indians which may 
be sacrificed if the treaty is executed by 
force, the Government can well afford to 
pay a very liberal price for the voluntary 
and immediate removal of the Indians. To enable 
Ross and the chiefs to effect this object, T believe it 
to be necessary for them first to return home, see 
their people, and let them be satisfied that their 
efforts to change the treaty have been honest though 
unavailing. The Cherokees are so suspicious of 
their chiefs, that even Ross, as entirely as he has 
their confidence, might lose all power to serve them 
if he attempted to make a contract with the Go- 
vernment, for their emigration, before they were 
consulted, and their approval of the measure ob- 
tained. If the Government should ascertain upon 
Ross’s return home, thathe had the power, and was 
willing to undertake the removal of his people, the 
terms of contract could be agreed upon without 
difficulty er delay.” “If the pertinacity of Ross 
should create any difficulty, it might be obviated in 
making no reference in his contract to the treaty.” 

Very many letters from other persons of high 
respectability and official standing, to the same 
purport of Governor Gilmer’s, may be found on the 
files of the War Department. Indeed I have al- 


ways myself anticipated mischief growing out of 
the execution of this treaty, unless the influence of 
Ross was neutralized by force or purchase. Un- 
der this aspect of the subject, and after both 
branches of Congress had given sufficient evidence 
of a determination to execute the treaty, regardless 
of the remonstrances of Ross, and the silly peti- 
tions of persons wholly ignorant of the subject up- 
on which they were petitioning, I came to the con- 
clusion, that Ross might possibly be in a situation 
to yield to the true interest of his people, and let 
them emigrate to the West in peace. 

And hence my assent was given to the views sug- 
gested in the extract of Gov. Guimer’s letter, which 
I have read. And while I have uniformly pro- 
tested against any movement which might in the 
slightest degree retard the removal of the Cherokees, 
I have, nevertheless, uniformly and freely ex- 
pressed the opinion, that the moment when all 
opposition to the treaty by Ross and his party 
should be yielded up, and a disposition manifested 
to emigrate with reasonable despatch, from that 
moment the Indians would be secured from any 
uureasonable pressure on the part of the people of 
Georgia. I repudiate the idea that my constitu- 
ents would, under such circumstances, act with 
inhumanity towards the snffering Indians, or re- 
fuse to grant every indulgence which the true inte- 
rest of the Indians and humanity may require. 
No Senator on this floor is better acquainted with 
his constituents than lam with mine, They are 
generous, just, and liberal. Their magnanimity 
cannot be appealed to in vain. Bat, sir, they never 
caa be forced into slavish submission, or withdraw 
from a pending controversy. 

Bat, Mr. President, I now come to the important 
object which I had in view, in addressing the Se- 
nate. Iam fully apprised of the great excitement 
which has been produced in my own State, and 
elsewhere, arisiag out of the propositions of the 
Secretary of War to John Ross, lately submitted to 
Congress. 1 am not only apprised of the excitement, 
but of the misapprehension which seems to exist on 
this subject. I perceive from the newspapers of Geor- 
gia and other States, as well as from the letters 
which I receive from my constituents, that an im- 
pression has been made upon the public mind that 
the Government. was desirous, and had proposed, 
unnecessarily, to delay the emigration of the Chero- 
kees for two years. This I know to be an entire 
misapprehension. The extension proposed to the 
States by the Government, and that in the most de- 
licate and respectful manner, was never intended 
to embrace a longer period than that which might 
be required by a due regard to the common dictates 
of humanity, it being expressly stated that the Che- 
rokees were to be removed as speedily as was con 
sistent with health and comfort. General Scott is, 
moreover, instructed to continue the prosecution of 
the measures he has adopted to remove the Indians, 
and whether their removal is to be effected by com- 
pulsion, or voluntary emigration under their own 
agents, so to conduct his operations as to place the 
proprietors of the Jands there in possession of their 
property with as little delay as possible. ‘These in- 
structions certainly do not warrant the supposition 
that the Government consents that Ross and his 
friends shall remain two years longer. 

On the contrary, the orders of the Government 
are most positive, that the Indians are to be re- 
moved from Georgia first, and from the other States 
as speedily as practicable. This is the plain mean- 
ing of the letter of the Secretary of War to John 
Ross, asintended, understood, and interpreted by 
the author himself. I admit that the propositions 
made to John Ross, by the Secretary of War, might 
have been putin a form less liable to misappre- 
hension. Baut Iam utterly at a loss to account for 
the wide-spread misapprehension upon this subject, 
except it be from the fact that it took its rise in 
both houses of Congress, and thus rapidly spread 
to the four quarters of the Union. I know posi- 
tively that the exposition given by the Secretary of 
War, ef his letter to Ross, is perfectly consistent 
with the views which he expressed to me before 
making his propositions to Ross. The Secretary 
had ample grounds to believe that Congress enter- 
tained the most liberal feelings towards the Chero- 
kees, and would willingly soothe them, as far as 


at could reasonably be done, by additional ap- 
propriations of money to be applied to their com- 
fort. He had just cause to believe, and did believe, 
that the high-minded, generous States of Georgia, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and North Carolina, would 
aci with becoming humanity and indulgence te- 
wards the poor, deluded Cherokees; and the people 
of those States will not fail to do the present Admi- 
niswation jastice on this subject, when the misap- 
prehension and excitement of the present moment 
shall have passed away. 

The position of the Federal Administration of 
the Government has, upon this Indian subject, for 
many years past, been most delicate and peculiar. 
Especially since the commencement of General 
Jackson’s administration, and his manifested deter- 
mination to relieve the Southern States from the 
disadvantages of an Indian population. His un- 
tiring vigilance and perseverance on this subject 1s 
now a part of the history of the Government, In 
all his exertions to relieve Georgia from her In- 
dians, and do justice to her claims upon the Fede- 
ral Government, I was not only a faithful co-ope- 
rator, but sometimes in advance of the President 
himself. His successor has faithfully adhered to 
the policy of his predecessor in carrying out these 
measures. . 

But at every step a most formidable and peculiar 
opposilion has embarrassed the Government in 
the prosecution of its Indian policy. The Admi- 
nistration has not only had to encounter the com- 
bined and regularly organized Opposition, which 
were known as opch and avowed opponents, but 
many of the friends of the Administration, especial- 
ly amongst the less informed, have been used as 
opponents to the Indian policy of the Government. 
Even in the States most deeply interested, we have 
sometimes seen the strong feelings of self-interest, 
waived to accommodate party spirtt and party inte- 
rest. At any rate I have always found the measures 

` of General Jackson and myself, even in Georgia, dis- 
countenanced by some of our political opponents, 
ar far as public opinion would tolerate an expres- 
sion of disapprobation. The newspapers of the 
day will show that I was for years censured for 
the determined and straightforward course which I 
pursued in paving the way to insure the speedy 
removal of the Indians from Georgia. Yes, sir, 
I and my friends have borne the heat and 
burden of the day on this subject. And now, 
in the moment of success, in the day of tri- 
umph and victory, what is the exhibition 
which we witness on this floor? Why, sir, 
we see the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina, with his characteristic zeal and eloquence, rise 
in his place, and address this Senate in a mode and 
manner calculated to produce the impression abroad 
that the Executive officers of the Government and 
myself had, all at once, suddenly and without 
rhyme or reason, abandoned our long-cherished 
policy, and gone over to the enemy; and that, too, 
after we had fairly achieved the victory of a hard 
and long fought battle. Sir, can the Senator be- 
lieve that he can thus far mislead the public mind? 
Sir, he is a stranger to my constituents if he be- 
lieves any man living can make them believe that 
I have proved recreant to their interest on this In- 
dian subject. They too well know my toils and 
my labors, my perseverance, my constancy upon 
this most important subject connected with my pus- 
lic life. No, sir; the Senator cannot make my con- 
stituents in Georgia believe that I have abandoned 
their rights or interests. In Georgia, at this time, 
we have but ene party on this subject. The whole 
people anxiously desire the speedy execution of the 
treaty. 7 } i 

And, sir, the opponents of this Administration are 
greatly deceived, if they put so low an estimate 
upon the intelligence of the people of Georgia, as 
to suppose they will find special favor with them 
for their lond cries of victory in the Indian battle, 
when they have only entered the field of labor at 
the eleventh hour. Iam willing that these new 
comers should receive their penny; but I cannot 
consent to the withholding a just and equal reward 
10 those faithful laborers who have borne the heat 
and burthen of the day. 

Sir, I thank the gentleman again for the zeal 
which he exhibits in behalf of the interests of the 
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people of Georgia, and for the high compliment he : 


has paid the Governer of my State. ee 
I concede to the Governor of Georgia good in- 


tentions, in regard to his views and efforts to con-. 


ciliate John Ross, and have yielded something of 


my own opinions in order that I might co-operate 


with his views and wishes, as well as -those of 
the Executive officers of the Federal Govern- 
ment. F shall always do the Chief Magis- 
trate of my State ample justice, whatever po- 
litical difference of opinion may happen to exist. 
I do, however, most solemnly protest against 
the justice of the effort of the Senator from South 
Carolina to cast censure and blame upon the Pre- 
sident and Secretary. of War, as well as myself, 
for yielding something to the plainly expressed 
wishes of Governor Gilmer and many of his poli- 
tical friends, especially his northern Whig friends. 
If there be any errar in this matter, the sin lies at 
the door of the cpponents of the Administration; 
and yet the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Preston,] as the organ of the Southern wing of the 
Opposition, upbraids the Administration and its 
friends with throwing weighty responsibilities upon 
the Governor of Georgia. Sir, I would inquire, 
what is the great. responsibility thrown upon the 
Governors of the four States interested in this mat- 
ter, even under the misapprehension indulged, 
that the States had been applied to for two years 
more time for the emigration of the Cherokees? 
Why, sir, the only responsibility is, to give an 
answer in accordance with the known wishes of 
the whole people over whom they preside. Where 
is the Governor who need be distressed or em- 
barrassed at such responsibility as this? 

Moreover, the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Preston] contends and urges that the propo- 
sals of the Secretary of War to John Ross. amounts 
to a new treaty, and to an infringement of the trea- 
ty of 1835. I am not able myself to put any such 
construction ‘on the proposals of the Secretary. I 
know that such was not his intention. The Presi- 
dent and Secretary of War have uniformly and 
firmly assured Ross and his friends that the treaty 
of New Echota would be executed without in- 
fringement or change. 

The Secretary, in his proposals to Ross, in the 
very first sentence, disclaims all right on the part 
of the Federal Government to enter into any treaty 
stipulations which might affect the rights of the’ 
States. And we find a reiteration of the same sen- 
timents, and sacred regard to the rights of the 
States, throughout the document under considera- 
tion. Icall myself an unwavering State Rights 
man; but I see not the slightest grounds to com- 
plain of this document on that score. ‘The present 
Administration of the Federal Government belong 
to the good old Republican school of 1798, and 
therefore are not disposed to infringe upon the 
righs of the States. 

That temporary mischief has grown out of the 
misapprehensions which have spread over the 
country in relation to this subject, lam fully aware. 
But, from the nature of things, I trust that the ex- 
citement wiil soon abate. The constant and daily 
movements and operations of the Government must 
surely correct, without delay, any mistaken impres- 
sions which may have existed. The Government 
is moving forward in the discharge of its duty. 
General Scott’s instructions remain unchanged. 
His character isa sufficient guarantee that his duty 
will be discharged with fidelity and ability. From 
various accounts which I have received from the 
scene of action so far, the preparations and move- 
ments connected with Cherokee emigration is going 
on hormoniously, and with all the promptitude 
which the nature of the service will allow. 

In conclusion, I would beg leave to request 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] 
to be assured of my fidelity to my constituents, 
especially upon this Indian subject. I can assure 
the honorable Senator, that he is wholly mistaken, 
if he supposes that the bearing of his remarks 
will even induce the Southern wing of his own 
party to believe that I have no more self-love than 
to give a victory to my opponents, which has been 
achieved by my friends and myself. No, sir, the 
Senator misapprehends my relation to this subject, 
as much as he does, the communication of the 


Secretary of War.to John Ross; or-he would never 
have permitted himself to .get-in- the lead:of my 
friends. and myself, in“ zeal for ‘the faithful and 
speedy execution-of the Cherokee treaty. <~ " 

- Mr. LUMPKIN was followed by Messrs: CLAY 
of Alabama, - STRANGE, SOUTHARD, and 
WHITE, when the. bill: was: ordered to ..be-en- 
grossed by a unanimous vote, as follows: a 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen; Calhoun, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, -Clayton,. Cuthbert, Fal- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris; Mouton, Nites, 
Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives,, Roane, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of ‘Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, : Spence, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—40. 

[This debate will be given as soon as prepared.] 

The bill was about to pass. by: unanimous con- 
sent, when 

Mr. HUBBARD stated that Mr. Brenton had 
expressed to him a desire to address the Senate on 
its third reading; and, - ` 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Júne 8, 1838. 
TREASURY BUILDING: . 

This being the day set apart, by special order, 
till one o’clock, for the consideration of the “ bill 
providing for the removal of the walls of the Trea- 
sury building, and for the erection of a fire-proof 
building for the Post Office Department,” the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Pore in the chair thereon. 

A motion was pending to strike out the enacting 
clause. Sala 

Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following amend- 
ment: “To amend by striking out, in the second 
section, all after the word ‘ appropriated,’ where it 
first occurs, and inserting ‘any unexpended balan- 
ces remaining in the Treasury from former appro- 
priations to the construction of a Treasury build- 
ing.’ ” 

MT NAYLOR spoke for sometime in support of 
the bill. ; i 

Mr. KEIM vindicated General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren for the part they had taken, prescribed, 
as it was, by the existing law, and then went at 
some length into.a general ‘opposition ‘to ‘the bill, 
and went more particularly into'a defence’of Mr. 
Mills, as an accomplished architect; and in reply to 
some of the allegations in the report, and in the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Lincotn.] He then went into a statement of de- 
tails, to show that the building would be sufficient 
in strength, and in convenience for the. Depart- 
ment, and contended for that American simplicity 
of construction which combines neatness with 
utility, and is opposed to expensive and ostenta- 
tious display. : 

During the course of Mr. K’s remarks, Mr. 
Lincoun took occasion to explain, that Mr. Wal- 
ter had not been originally designated by the com- 
mittee, and was personally unknown to all of them, 
and that he had been originally designated as the 
architect to examine the building by Mr. Van 
Buren himself, aa 

Mr. KEIM having concluded his remarks— 

Mr. PRATT made a few observations in reply, 
and in support of the bill as’ a matter of economy. 
He was satisfied that an economical expenditure of 
the public money required that the structure should 
be remeved} and he made various statements in de- 
tail, in support of that opinion. 

Mr. LINCOLN alluded to the painful nature of 
the duty imposed upon the committee, which re- 
sulted injuriously to the reputation of Mr. Mills, 
as an architect, as he had long had a personal re- 
grrd for him, and had on more occasions than one, 


-advocated his employment by the Government. 


He said the committee had not from their own ob- 
servation, discovered the want of strength in the 
building; but if they had not been apprised of that 
fault, the report would have been precisely what 
itis now; because there were other faults sufficient 
to induce its condemnation. There were not sufi- 
cient rooms now to accommodate the ‘present 
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wants of the Department.. The basement rooms 
were declared to be uninhabitable for clerks, and 
without them, there were not rooms enough. 

Mr. L. then went into an examination of details 
in relation to the present structure and its defects, 
and into minute comments and descriptions of other 
plans proposed for the completion of the work 
without removing the portion already erected. He 
condemned some of these plans as imperfect and 
incongruous, and the others would be too expensive, 
in addition to the imperfect and unsafe construc- 
tion of the portion now. in progress. Mr. L. made 
some comments upon the conduct of Mr. Mills 
during the investigation, and referred to the opi- 
nions of several distinguished architects; which all 
concurred that the design was bad and the construc- 
tion insufficient. 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, the 
Crair announced that fact, saying that it was 
no longer competent for the committee to sit. 

Some conversation ensued upon the order of 
business; during which, 

Mr. LINCOLN said he asked no favors of the 
committee or the Efouse in regard to the continua- 
tion of his remarks. He did not speak for his own 
satisfaction upon this painful subject, but in the 
discharge of his public duty; and when the indica- 
tion of the House was that he had said enough, 
he should stop. 

The committee rose and reported progress, till the 
time limited by the assignment. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the House sus- 
pended the rules and went again into committee for 
the remainder of the day. 

` The debate was continued by Messrs. LIN- 
COLN, CUSHING and HOWARD, for a short 
time. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 44, noes 63, not a quorum. > 

It being thought that a quorum was in the com- 
mittee, the question was again put, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 59, noes 66. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Lincotn, which was adopted without 
a division. 

Mr. RENCHER then moved an amendment, 
providing for the erection of a plain, brick, fire- 
proof building, and appropriating fifty thousand 
dollars, in addition to former unexpended appro- 
priations, for the construction of the same, near 
the State Department, and to correspond with the 
other buildings of the Departments. 

Mr. R. made some observations in support of 
his amendment, which was further debated by 

Mr. MERCER, Mr. WILLIAMS of North 
Carolina, and Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words unexpended ba- 
lance. 

Mr. RENCHER assented to the modification. 

Mr. EVERETT expressed his concurrence in 
the amendment as modified. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he would go for the amend- 
ment, but when the bill came to the House he 
would go for striking out the first section, or post- 
poning it for ever. 

The amendment was then adopted; and the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill and amendments to 
the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to lay the 
bill on the table, and moved a call of the House; 
which was accordingly ordered. 

After proceeding some time in the call, the far- 
ther proceedings, on motion, were dispensed with. 

The bill and amendments were then taken up, 
and the question being on laying the bill on the 
table— i 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which ‘were ordered. i 

The question was then put, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 89, nays 82. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The joint resolution for the relief of the widow 
-and other heirs at Jaw of Alexander Hamilton, de- 
ceased. - 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Apollos Coo- 
er. 
P An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Francis Taylor, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Moses Van Cowper. 

An act for the relief-of Levi Chadwick. 

An act for the relief of the children and heirs of 
Col. Thomas Knowlton, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain John Marks, deceased. é 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. John De Treville, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Sampson, deceased. 
- An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. James Purvis, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Maj. Tarlton Woodson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Thomas P. Parsons. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Lieut. 
Jas. Conway, deceased, 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. Charles Taylor, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Burch, widow 
of Benjamin Burch, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of David 
Gould, deceased. . 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Major Peter 
Helphenston, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Hunt, heir of 
Captain William Hendricks, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain John Winston, deceased. 

An act for the relief of John Clark. 

An act for the relief of Lieut. John McDowel. 

An act for the relief of the legal represestatives 
of Samuel O. Pettus, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Lieut. 
Wadleigh Noyes, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Captain Presley Thornton. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Garland Burnley, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain James Burton, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cook, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Vause. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Tarpley White, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Martha Woodliff. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Gregory. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of Na- 
than Lamme. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Prescott. 

An act for the relief of Simon Summers. 

An act for the relief of Captain Samuel Warren, 

An act granting a pension to the widow of John 
March. 

An act to settle the accounts of Richard Harri- 
son, late Consular Agent in Spain. 

An act granting an increase of pension to Emp- 
son Hamilton. 


An act for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
William Fountain. 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major William Langbourne. 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Richard Shu- 
brick. 


An act for the relief of Robert Ramsay. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Champney. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Henry Mor- 
fett. 

An act for the relief of Henry Hoffman. 

An act for the relief of Nicholas Verplast. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Tarlton Woodson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Wishart. 

An act for the relief of Roger Stayner. 

An act for the relief of John Spitfathom. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
James Broadus, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the widow and children 
of Jonathan Dye. 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Daval, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Gratia Ray. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Cogswell. : : 

An act for the relief of the heirs. of Willia 
Russworm, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. James 
Hackley, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Patrick M’Gibbony. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. Wil- 
liam Lewis. i 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Ed- 
ward Wayde, deceased. - 

An act for the relief of William B. Fergusson, 
and his sureties. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the keirs of 
Charles Brown, deceased. 

An act for the relief of James Barrett. 

An act for the relief of William Dixon. 

An act to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and for returning surveys 
of the same to the General Land Office, was taken 
up, verbally amended by general consent on mo- 
tion of Mr. HAMER, and then passed. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, submit- 
ted the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the last term of the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the State of Louisiana, and into 
the conduct of the United States District Judge of 
the said State, in attempting to remove the Clerk of 
the said District and Circuit Courts, without suffi- 
cient cause. 

Mr. J. in offering the resolution, explained 
the serious causes of complaint which had ex- 
isted in Louisiana for years with regard to the 
operations of the judicial system of the United 
States in that State. He stated that no business 
had yet been disposed of in the circuit court for 
that State; that the last term of the court had not 
been held, in consequence of an arbitrary attempt 
of the district judge to remove the clerk of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts without cause. He had 
been informed from the most respectable sources, 
that the clerk produced a letter from the district 
judge, stating that “he had performed the duties of 
his office faithfully, promptly, and uprightly, and 
to the entire satisfaction of the bench, the bar, 
and the public; and that the only reason he had 
for removing him was a desire to appoint an inti- 
mate friend in his place.” On opening the circuit 
court, Judge McKinley, of the Supreme Court, 
after the argument of council, gave an opinion 
that the district judge did not possess the power to 
remove the clerk without cause. Judge Lawrence, 
still maintaining his right so to act, the question, it 
is understood, will be brought before the Supreme 
Court of the United States for final decision. In 
the mean time, neither the district nor circuit court 
of said State can be held for the want of a clerk. 
Consequently, the important business pending in 
the said courts will be suspended for a further period 
of, perhaps, twelve or eighteen months, and even 
for a much longer time, if the case should not be 
decided at the next term of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Thus the mass of business in 
both courts is to be postponed, and the interests of 
the people sacrificed, because the district judge 
wishes to remove a clerk, who is eminently quali- 
fied for the situation, and against whom he had no 
cause of complaint, with the view of bestowing the 
Office on an intimate friend. 

Mr. J. concluded by remarking that, if the facts 
to which he had referred are true, of which he had 
no doubt, he, as one of the representatives from the 
State of Louisiana, had no hesilation in saying 
that, in his opinion, the district judge should be 
impeached and dismissed from office. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message 
from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting the claims of the Marshal of the Northern 
District of New York for repressing frontier dis- 
turbances, and recommending the passage of a 
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general measure to meet all similar cases; which, © 


having been read, was, . 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

At 5 o'clock, p. m. on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frinay, June 8, 1838. i 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of Bre- 
voort and Fowler, of Philadelphia, praying that the 
same protection may be extended to artists, that is 
now extended to authors, by securing to them the 
copyrights of their works: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Harriet Li- 
vermore, praying remuneration for property lost 
among the Northwest Indians: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. Ş 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
C. Stockton, praying for compensation for extra 
services as a mail contractor: referred to the Com- 

_ mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. LINN presented the narrative of Charles 
Bulfinch, relative to the discovery of the Columbia 
river: which was ordered to be printed and append- 
ed to the report of the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the bill to autho- 
rize the President of the United States to cause the 
southern boundary line of the Tersitory of Wis 
consin to be run and marked, reported the same 
with an amendment to the amendment; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate con- 
curred in the amendinent of the House,as amended 
by the committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 31st ult. directing the committee to 
take into consideration certain provisions of the 
Deposit act of 1836, and-to report thereon, made a 
report, which was read. 

Mr. Wricurt, from the Committee on Finance, 
made the following report: 

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred 
the resolution of the Senate of the 31st ultimo, 
directing certain inquiries as to: various provi- 
sions of an act entitled “ An act to regulate the 
deposites of the public money,” passed on the 
23d day of June, 1836, respectfully report: 

The resolution instructs the committee “ to take 
into consideration the act of the 23d of June, 1836, 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,’ and to make inquiry upon these 
points, viz: 


first, “ Whether, according to the provisions of thatact, it | 


is now competent for the Secretary of the Treasury to employ 
any bank which has heretofore been selected as a public depo- 
siiory, and which, since the passage of that act, has suspended 
specie payments.” 


The committee have examined the act with at- 


tention, and find that, all other objections being ob- 
viated, it is competent for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to employ, as a public depository, any 


bank which has heretofore been selected for that | 


service, “ and which, since the passage of that act, 
has suspended specie payments.” The eighth sec- 
tion of the deposite act prohibits the Secretary of 
the Treasury from discontinuing any deposite bank, 
and from withdrawing the public money therefrom, 
except for certain enumerated causes, one of which 
is in the following words: 

“Or if any of said banks sha!l, at any time, refuse to pay its 
own notes in specie, if demanded.” 

Upon this cause being presented, it is made the 
express duty of the Secretary, by the same section 
of the act, “to discontinue any such bank as a 
depository, and withdraw from it the public mo- 
neys which it may hold on deposite at the time of 
such discontinuance;” but when the bank shall have 
again resumed specie payments, nothing is found in 
this language to interdict its re-selection asa public 
depository. 

The fourth section of the act sets out the terms 
and conditions upon which the banks shall agree 
to receive the public moneys before they shall be 
employed as depositories. The. second of these 
terms is prescribed in the following words: 
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“Secondly. To credit as specie all sums deposited there 
the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, and te pay all 


checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on such deposites, in specie, 


if required by the holder thereof,” 5 - 

The breach of this condition, on the part of the 
bank, would be a refusal, to. pay its depositors in 
specie, and consequently a suspension, to that ex- 
tent, of specie payments; and the duty of the. Se- 


‘ eretary of the Treasury .to discontinue it, as a de- 


pository, and to withdraw the public money. from 
it, would become imperative, by the language of 
the eighth section, before referred to, which assigns, 
as another cause of discontinuance and withdrawal, 
that, “at any time any one ofsaid banks shall failor 
refuse to perform any of said duties, as prescribed 
by this act, and stipulated to be performed by its 
contract.” 

This contingency, therefore, like the former, 
would take from the bank its character as a depo- 
Sitory, for the time being ; would forfeit the exist- 
ing contract, and render its discontinuance, and 
the withdrawal of the public money from it, an 
imperious duty; but the committee see nothing, in 
either of the causes, to prevent a second contract 
with the same bank, when it should azain resume 
specie payments, again consent “to pay its own 
notes in specie, if demanded,” and again “pay all 
checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on the public 
deposites, in specie, if required by the holder 
thereof.” They find no provision, in any other 
part of the act, interdicting a second contract with 
the same bank, when the first shall have been 
terminated for either of these causes, and they 
therefore express their opinion that “it is now com- 
petent for the Secretary of the Treasury to employ 
any bank which has heretofore been selected as a 
public depository, and which, since the passage of 
that act, has suspended specie payments;” there 
being no other obstacle, in the way of such second 
employment, than the act of suspension of specie 
payments. 3 

The next point to which the resolution directs 
the inquiry of the committee, is in the following 
words : 

Second. * Or which has, since the fourth day of July, 1836, 
paid gut notes, or bills, of a less deñomination than five dol- 

To cause the inquiry to be clearly understood, it 
is necessary to connect the preceding language with 
the words above quoted, and the inquiry will be, 
whether, according to the provisions of that act, [the 
deposite law of 1836,] it is now competent for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to employ any bank which 
has; since the fourth day of July, 1836, paid out notes, 
or bills, of a less denomination than five dollars. 

In answer to this inquiry, the committee find the 
two first clauses of the fifth section of the act to be 
in the following words: 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no bank shall 
be selected, or continued, as a place of deposite of the public 
money, which shall not redeem its notes and bills, on dema d, 
in specie; nor shall any bank be selected, or continued, as afore- 
said, which shall, after the fourth day of July, in the year one 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, issue, or pay out, any 
note or bill of a Jess denomination than five dollars.” 


The last of these clauses meets and answers the 
inquiry directly, and shows that it is not competent 
for the Secretary of the Treasury, under this act, 
now to employ, as a public depository, any bank 
whieh has, since the fourth day of July, 1836, 
either issued, or paid out, notes or bills of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars; while the first clause 
interdicts the selection or continuance, at any time, 
and under any circumstances, of any bank “ which 
shall not redeem its notes and bills, on demand, in 
specie.” 

These two points of the inquiry seem to the com- 
mittee to assume the expediency of. a course of le- 
gislation which shall revive and introduce again 
into practice the deposite system established by the 
act of 1836, as the system upon which the public 
money is to be kept and disbursed. Under. this 
supposition, the opinion of the committee, as to the 
first inquiry, does not indicate the necessity of fur- 
ther legislation; while the plain and unquestioned 
construction of the act, as to the second, compels 
an answer which, to the minds of those who desire 
the reintroduction of that system, may seem to point 
out such a necessity. 

Not so with the majority of the committee. 
While left by the Senate to the free exercise of 
their own opinions, they cannot recommend any 
legislation, the effect of which will be to reunite the 


to 


public ‘Treasury and the banks, by a return of the 
public. treasure.to the: uses.of banking; to stimulate 
and compel the banks to discount: upon the public 
money, by:exacting from them. an interest for its 
use; to promote an expansion in the paper issues of 
the banks, exactly -proportioned to the fertility. of 
the public revenues, and- a correspondent em- 
barrassment of the -public"Treasury,. when, a 
Sterility of revenue shall call for the public,. money 
which. has passed-into the hands of the customers 
of the banks. . Such, they believe, have. been the 
effects of the system of deposites, the revival of 
which the resolution seems. to contemplate. That 
system compelled the deposite of all the. public mo- 
ney in banks; it placed it in those institutions upon 
general deposite, and thus made it, in. fact and in 
law, the money of the banks, and not the money 
of the people; it not only held outan inducement 
to the banks to use the money for the purposes of 
discount and banking, but, in this way, gave them 
the right so to-use it, in defiance of the popular 
will, and of the public authorities; it went further, 
and compelled them- to convert it to-some profita- 
ble employment, by demanding interest from them 
while it was in their keeping. Time and experi- 
ence have shown the consequences of such a policy, 
and, were there no other reason, these consequences 
would forbid the committee from recommending 
any legislation calculated, or intended, to- revive 


| that system. 


The action of the Senate, however, appears to 
them equally to stand in the way of. any such re- 
commendation. A special convocation of Con- 
gress, in September last, was:a necessity imposed 
‘by ‘the. failure of this system of deposites, and the 
embarrassments to the public Treasury thereby oc- 
casioned. Recommendations for the keeping and 
management.of the public.money, without the aid 
of the banks, and especially for a permanent sepa- 
ration between the treasùre of the people and the 
business of banking, were then laid before Con- 
gress by the President. These recommendations 
were deliberately and definitively acted upon and 
adopted. by the Senate, but failed to receive the as- 
sent of the other branch of Congress, At the com- 
mencement of the present session, the same recom- 
mendations, substantially, were renewed, and again 
the Senate has, ‘after long deliberation and debate, 
adopted them, in the-shape of a bill, and. thus sent 
them to the House. for its. concurrence. df that 
bill shall become. a law, the whole depusite system 
recognised and legalized .by- the deposite act of 
1836, will be. superseded.. Will the -Senate, 
then, ¿5y its own. action, supersede its own 
bill? . Will-it, in. the absence of all informa- 
tion as to what may be the fate of that measure 
in the co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, or 
rather with the knowledge that it has not yet been 
considered there, send another bill upon the same 
general subject, based upon adverse principles? 

The committee can only repeat, what they have 
found it to be their duty to say upona kindred branch 
of this subject, that whether. such duplicate action, 
by the same legislative body, be consistent wit 
established parliamentary law, with the economy 
of legislation, or with the uniformity of decisions 
which should characterize ail deliberative bodies, 
are questions which properly address. themselves 
to the Senate and not to them ; but upon the m rits 
of the propositions they must-be permitted to feel 
entire confidence that no sufficient reasons fora 
change of opinion or action can be presented. 

The remaining inquiry embraced in the resolu- 
tion is in the following words: 
_ “© Third. And also to inquire into. the expediency of repeal- 
ing or modifying those provisions of the said act, which pro- 
hibit the receipt, in payment of debts and dues to the United 


States, of the bills of all banks which issue bills of less denomi. 
nation than five dollars.” 


This inquiry relates to the last clause of the 5th 
section of the act, which reads as follows : 

“ Nor shall the notes or bills of any bank be : 
payment of any debt due to the United States. w hall, 
after the said fourth day. of July, in tie year one thou ind eight 
hundred and thirty-six, issue aay note or bill ofa less denomi. 
nation than five dollars.” 

This provision of the law of 1836, was inserted 
in furtherance of a policy some years since adopted 
by Congress, as will be seen by the 8th'section of 
the proposed recharter of the Bank of the United 
States of the year of 1832, which reserved: to Con- 
gress the power, from and after the 3d of “March, 
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1836, to prohibit that institution from issuing ‘or 
circulating notes of a less denomination than twen- 
ty dollars. That actdid not become a law, but this 
feature of it met the approbation of the two Houses 
of Congress, while the objections of the then Presi- 
dent to the bill made no mention of this provision 
as exceptionable in his mind. On the contrary, 
his whole policy, and . all his. recommendations in 
relation to the currency, after that date, and espe- 
cially after the time, when the power could have 
been exercised, favored the policy ofthis limitation. 
Various legislation of Congress in the year 1836, 
distinctly indicated a determination to adhere to, and 
carry out the policy, and by limiting the circula- 
tion of bank notes of the smaller. denominations, 
to secure a currency of coin only for the minor 
transactions. of business, for the payment of day 
laborers, for the change required in pecuniary deal- 
ings.and the like; and in this way, also to give a 
more broad metallic basis to our whole paper cir- 
culation. Many of the States of the Union fell in- 
to the policy thus adepted and pursued by this 
Government, and conformed their legislation to 
the object proposed. _ It seemed to be universally 
conceded that these two objects could only be se- 
cured by the exclusion of small bank notes from 
ordinary circulation; and all adopted the policy as 
wise, and worthy of pursuit. The powers of this 
Government could effect little, as the paper circu- 
lation to be suppressed was that of the notes of 
banks existing by, and acting under State autho- 
rity; but what it could do, was proposed to be 
done by the provision of the deposite law above 
quoted. As a more direct, and much more efficient 
movement, avery general and vigorous effort was 
made by the States and the people, to exclude from 
cireulation bank notes of a less denomination than 
five dollars; and several States, whose banks 
had, theretofore, been authorized to issue notes 
of the denominations of one, two, and three dollars, 
took from them that authority, while the banks of 
several other States had either never possessed that 
authority, or had been deprived of it at a previous 
period. . The progress in this attempted reform of 
the currency was materially retarded by the fact 
that all the States did not enter into, and act upon 
it, so as to restrain the issues of small notes by 
their banks, and that the banks of the British pro- 
vinces upon our northwestern boundary continued 
to issue small notes, which found a more or less 
extended circulation in the contiguous States of the 
Union. Still the advance towards an entire metallic 
circulation for all sums below five dollars was as 
rapid as; in the then situation of the country and 
the banks, could ‘reasonably have been expecied; 
and additional States were taking measures for the 
gradual exclusion of the small notes of their banks, 
when the suspension of specie payments, with very 
few exceptions, by all the banks of all the States, 
in May, 1837, arrested the salutary improvement. 

The suspension was, to every practical extent, 
perfect. The banks, as a general rule, did not pay 
specie upon any denomination of their notes, or to 
any class of their creditors. An unavoidable con- 
sequence followed. All the coin in circulation, the 
most of which had been put in circulation by the 
policy and measures before adverted to, was either 
gathered into the banks, not to be again given out 
for the circulating currency of the country, or was 
hoarded by private holders, to whose minds the 
suspension had communicated a feeling allied to 
panic, inclining them to treasure up all they had 
which was money, precisely in proportion to the 
diminution of their confidence in the value of that 
circulating medium which had, theretofore, repre- 
sented money, but could not do so during the conti- 
nuance of the entire suspension of specie payments 
by ‘the banks. Hence either an absence of any 
medium for business transactions under five dol- 
lars, or the worst of all media which an enlightened 
public feeling could tolerate, soon became, in many 
sections of the Union, an evil of the first magni- 
tude, and one against which the interference of the 


State Legislatures was commandinugly invoked. In. 


obedience to calls of this description from a suffer- 
ing constituency, the Legislatures of several of the 
States, which had adopted and prosecuted the policy 
of substituting the circulation of coin for that of 
small bank notes in the minor pecuniary transac- 


tions of society, felt it to be their duty to retrograde . 
in their action, and again to confer upon their 

banking institutions the power to issue, and the 

right to circulate, notes of the denominations below 

five dollars. In some cases this change.of policy,” 
-in the action of the States, has been made general 

and unlimited; while in otgers, as the committee 

think more wisely and fortunately, it has been 

made temporary, and adopted with an evident de- 

sign, notto abandon. the policy, but to meet the 

particular grievance, and, that being obviated, to 

return to those sound. measures which, as perma- 

nent regulations of law, cannot fail to have a most 

salutary influence upon our currency generally, 

and especially upon the interest of the poorer, and 

by far the most numerous classes, in its soundness 

and reality. 

Still the committee suppose that nearly all the 
banks in many entire States have, in obedience to, 
and in conformity with, this change of policy in 
the legislative action of the States under whose 
authority they exist, violated the restriction imposed 
by the clause of the Deposite law of 1836 last 
above quoted, and thus put it out of the power of 
the fiscal officers of this Government to receive 
any of their notes in any payment to the United 
States while that restriction remains in force, and 
without modification. Under such. circumstances, 
the committee are not prepared to say that this 
provision should be so rigidly adhered to as to per- 
petuate the exclusion of the notes of these banks 
from the public receipts, while the notes of other 
banks, no more safe, are received. Such a rule 
‘would not aid the policy which the committee ear- 
nestly advocate of giving greater stability to our 
paper circulation, but would merely establish an 
invidious discrimination between the different 
local banking institutions, founded, so far as they 
can discover, upon no defensible principle. Had 
these violations of the restriction imposed by the 
Deposite law been entirely voluntary on the part of 


the banks; had no suspension of specie payments, 
and no consequent derangement of the whole paper 
currency, intervened; and, even under these pressing 
inducements, had not the iuterference of the Legis- 
latures of the States authorized the violations, and, 
in some cases, at least, rendered the issue of the 
small notes almost, if not altogether, a duty in the 
estimation of the surrounding community, the com- 
mittee would be the last persons to suggest even, 
much less to recommend, the remission of the 
penalty which this law of Congress imposes upon 
the act. 

After what has been said, it will not be expected 
that the committee will yield to “the expediency of 
repealing those provisions of the said act which 
prohibit the receipt in payment of debts and dues 
to the United States of the bills of all banks which 
issue bills of less denomination than five dollars.” 
This would be to yield the sound and salutary 
policy which the provisions were designed to carry 
out; one of the last things, in the administration of 
the affairs of thisGovernment, which the committee 
are disposed to surrender. While the benefits of a 
sound and stable currency are so loudly demanded 
by all parties and all interests, and while the commit- 
tee know and feel that a greater infusion of coin into 
the circulating medium of the country is the safest 
mode of reaching that great and good result, they 
cannot become parties, much less agents, in a 
course of legislation which shall surrender the first 
step towards a consummation so ardently desired 

«by all. They, therefore, give their opinion against 
a repeal of this provision. 

It remains to consider what modification can pro- 
perly be adopted to meet the case, and not weaken 
the great principle contended for. That, in the 
opinion of the committee, 1s a proposition of easy 
solution. The legislation of several of the States, 
to which reference has been made, furnishes a pre- 
cedent which Congress can safely follow. A post- 
ponement, so far, of the operative limitation of the 
provision, as to relieve the banks from the exclu- 
sion caused by former violations; the fixing of 
another day, beyond which, if they. shall again 
cease to issue notes below the denomination of 
five dollars, their notes may be received in payment 


of. the public dues, will effectually cure the evil 
complained of; place the excluded banks, so far as 


the legislation of Congress is. concerned, upon the 
same footing with their neighbor institutions, and 
preserve the policy of the law, in no. other respect 
impaired than as to the time when that policy shall 
become practice. 

The committee cannot, in justice to their own 
feelings, fail here to notice that many of the exclu- 
ded banks have been among the first in the country 
to resume specie payments; that their issue of notes 
underthe denomination of five dollars was a mea- 
sure believed, not by those interested in the banks 
simply, but by the community within which they 
are located, to be in direct aid of a speedy resump- 
tion by the institutions which made the issues; and 
that the effect of those issues, under the circum- 
stances of the case, and in the then condition of the 
currency, is still thought to have been salutary upon 
all interesis, public and private. These are circum- 
stances, which as it seems to the committeee, can- 
not escape the attention of Congress in deciding 
upon the propriety of the suggested modification of 
this provision of the deposite law of 1836. 

Still the question is one connecting itself with 
the general subject of legislation, covered by the 
bill upon which, as has keen before remarked, the 
Senate has acted, during its present session, and 
which bill has been, long since, sent to the House 
of Representatives for the concurrence of that body. 
When that bill shall be acted upon, the committee 
believe that an amendment, to the effect they have 
suggested, will be proper and expedient; and as 
they have abundant evidence that the attention of 
that body has been repeatedly and expressly called 
to this particular point, they have no reason to doubt 
that it will receive the required modification there, 
in case the judgment of the House, upon the pro- 
priety of its adoption, shall agree with that which 
the committee entertain and express. 

They believe it, therefore, inexpedient that any 
independent proposition to accomplish this object 
should, at the present time, be originated in, or 
acted upon by, the Senate. Should the bill referred 
to be rejected by the House, or should it be return- 
ed to the Senate without the amendment suggested, 
in either case the modification may be originated 
and passed as an independent bill, without material 
consumption of time, in relation to the business of 
this body, while its adoption by the other, in the 
manner here suggested, will save the time and 
forms of independent legislative action. For these 
reasons the committee return the resolution to the 
Senate, without any proposition for the present ac- 
tion of the body upon any one of its suggestions. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, 
NORVELL, WRIGHT, and BENTON, took 
part, the report was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then took up the bill making appro- 
priations to prevent and suppress Indian hostilities 
for the year 1838, and for arrearages for 1837; 
when, 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate at length, 
in favor of the bill, and in reply to Messrs. Souta- 
arp and Prentiss’s remarks of yesterday. 

Mr. PRESTON followed in reply; and 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed without a division, 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 9, 1838. 

Mr. HAYNES, on leave, presented a petition for 
a mail route from Columbus, Georgia, to Apala- 
chicola, Florida. 

Mr. TITUS moved a suspension of the rules (ob- 
jection having been previously made to the request) 
to enable him to submit a motion to make the bill 
to extend the pension system of the United States 
the special order for Saturday next, from 11 till 1 
o'clock, but the motion was disagreed to, only 52 
voting for it. 43 od: 

Mr.CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Treasury Building bill 
was laid on the table yesterday, and the motion was 
entered on the Journal. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a, bill for the relief of 
William Traverse. i 

Mr. POPE moved a suspension of the rules for 
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the purpose of taking up the “bill to extend the 
provisions of the law of 1832 to Western Indian 
fighters, between the years 1783 to 1795,” so as to 
fix it as a special order for Friday next, from 11 
to 1 o’clock; but the House refused—only 47 voting 
for the motion. ; 

Mr. BOND moved that the “bill to enlarge the 
provisions of the act, entitled ‘an act granting half 
pay to widows or orphans, where their husbands 
and fathers have died cf wounds received in the 
military service of the United States, in certain 
cases, and for other purposes’ ”—together with a 
Senate bill on the same subject—be made the spe- 
cial order for Monday week, after the States were 
called through for petitions; but the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew 
Rembert. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported the bill 
to establish certain post routes, and moved that it 
be made the special order of the day for Monday 
week, which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. then moved to include certain other bills 
reported from the same committee in the same 
special order, but this motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Nathan Smith, deceased. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, made unfa- 
vorable reports on the following petitions and me- 
merials, to wit: heirs of Major General John 
Thomas, for bounty land; heirs of Timothy Page, 
compensation for military services; Catharine Tel- 
fair, for bounty land; Mary O’Baanan, compensa- 
tion for property taken by the British in the war of 
the Revolution; Isaac N. Piggott, pay for services 
rendered in the war of the Revolution; Ruth Hawks, 
pay for destruction and loss of property in the same 
‘war; Lucy Knoles, for bounty land. 

These reports, on motion of Mr. B. were several- 
ly laid on the table, and directed to be printed. 

Mr. B. asked that the same committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a resolu- 
tion of inquiry in the case of Louis Webb, directed 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims: agreed 
to. 

Mr. B. asked that the same committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the fol 
lowing petitions, to wit: heirs of Daniel Truehart, 
Thomas Park and John Peebles; which was agreed 
to, and the same laid on the table, on motion of 
Mr. B. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
to amend the act more effectually to provide for 
the punishment ofcertain crimes against the United 
States, and for other purposes. : 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jourdon, deceased, was then taken up, and 
opposed by Mr. ALLAN of Vermont (on whose 
call the yeas and nays on it were ordered,) and 
Mr. HALL, and supported by , 

Mr. CRAIG, when the question was taken on it, 
and the bill was rejected—yeas 43, nays 110. 

The bili for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John P. Harrison was postponed till Friday 
next. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased, was read the third time 
and passed. , 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. Thomas Triplett, deceased, was taken up, 
and opposed by Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, and 
Mr. HAWES, when its further consideration was 
postponed till Friday next. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Rignold Whit, alias Niek Hilla- 
ry, was opposed by Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
and supported by Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD and 
Mr. CRAIG, when the bill was rejected. 

. The bill for the relief of Josephine Daane, was 
taken up like the foregoing, being on its tmir 

sein und opposed by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, 
CUSHMAN, REED, CAMBRELENG, and TIL 

LINGHAST, and supported by Messrs. HAL- 
STEAD, MASON, BRIGGS, and CRAIG, when 
the bill was rejected. 


[This bill involved a principle of much interest 
to persons in the military service of the United 
States. In favor of the bill it was argued, that 
Dr..Nourse was in the regular army of Florida, 
during a period when the army was deficient of 
surgeons; and in consequence of prevailing dis- 
eases, he was compelled to perform extraordinary 
duty. His exertions, united with the unhealthy 
condition of the climate and army, induced a 
disease of which he soon died. It was contended 
that the law provided for pensions to those who 
died of wounds received in the service in the regu- 
lar army, and for pensions to those who died of 
diseases or woud-ls contracted in the service, pro- 
vided they were volunteers or militia. The bill was 
opposed upon the ground that the law made a dis- 
tinction between the army, and the militia or 
volunteers. The first enlisted voluntarily, to make 
arms a profession, under a contract of well 
known pay, perquisites, and advantages. The 
militia were subject to be compelled to leave 
their. homes and their business, by drafis, against 
their will, to enter into the service; and volun- 
teers were supposed, also, to act against their 
will in the profession of arms, under some emer- 


gency, such as should compel any and every man ' 


to defend his home and his country. The first went 
deliberately into the service, knowing the terms; 
the others were forced into it against their inclina- 
tion and interest; and the distinction, whether 
founded in justice or not, had been made to com- 
pensate, ina more adequate degree, those who 
were forced to abandon their ordinary pursuits. It 
was further urged, that if the distinction was not 
properly made, the law in favor of the. militia 
should be repealed, or the pension system for the 
regular army should be extended; and in case the 
latter course should be adopted, a pension should 
be given for all those who might die in the service 
of the United States, whether army, naval, or civil, 


for the principle would apply equally to all. } 


The question rested upon this principle, and the 
additional consideration that special legislation 
should not be had upon such subjects which ought 
to be governed by general laws. If the general 
laws as they now exist are correct, and founded 
upon a just discrimination, this bill ought to be 
rejected; because, though a strong case, it ought 
not to be made an exception. to the general rule. 
But if. the law ought to be altered, it should be 
done by a general law, which weuld include this 
and all similar cases. The rejection of the bill 
shows the sense of the House, that these principles 
of the pension laws shall be maintained.] 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Nathaniel Tracy and Thomas Gordon, re- 
ported with an amendment, striking out the interest, 
which, after some remarks from Messrs. UNDER- 
WOOD, McKENNAN, CUSHING, and POT- 
TER, when— 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont moved to postpone it 
till Friday next. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the bill on the 
table: lost. 


After some further remarks from Messrs. AL- 


LEN and UNDERWOOD, 

Mr. LOOMIS moved to postpone the bill to Sa- 
turday next; which motion prevailed. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Colonel Francis Vigo was taken up, and the ques- 
tion pending was upon the amendment of the com- 
mittee, striking out the clause allowing interest. 

After some explanation by Messrs. UNDER- 
WOOD, PETRIKIN, POPE, CUSHMAN, MER- 
CER, EWING, WHITE, ADAMS, PARMEN- 
TER and CAMBRELENG, the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, the question was taken, and 
the vote was, ayes 86, noes 56. 

So the amendment was concurred in by the 
House, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read on Monday. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
William T. Smith was postponed to Saturday next. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter was 
postponed to Saturday next. i 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Jett was postponed to Satarday next. 

'The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
James Madison, was postponed to Saturday next. 


The bill for the reliefof George Gibson, was or- 
dered to be engrossed,’ and read a third time on 
Monday. - . : 

The- bill for: the relief of the heirs of William 
Vawter, was: next taken up, and the question was 
on concurring with the committee in their amend- 
ment striking out the enacting clause. 

The question was discussed by Messrs. UNDER- 
‘WOOD, ALLEN, MERCER, and CHAMBERS, 
after which it was taken, and decided in: the affir- 
mative-—ayes 46, noes 19, not a quoram. 

When upon motion of Mr: WISE, the House 
adjourned. 


_ IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, June 9, 1838. 

Mr. PIERCE presented a petition from the 
Rhode Island State Temperance Society, which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he rose to present 
some petitions, few in number, all relating to the 
same subject, and praying the establishment of a 
United States Bank. ‘They profess, said Mr. C. to 
be from men of all parties; men who have felt the 
pressure in their business from the present deranged 
state of the currency, particularly at the South and 
Southwest, where a large portion of their trade was 
concentrated. Constituted'as Congress now was, 
he felt- how utterly unavailing would be all their 
prayers. One of these petitions was from certain 
friends of the Administration, that. was, late friends 
of the Administration whose complexion was Indi- 
cated by certain marks. affixed. to their names, 
which would enable any Senator interested to as- 
certain if the facts were.as stated. He would only 
move that they be received, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Manhattan county, Ohio, praying a 
reformation of the post office regulations in rela- 
tion to newspapers printed in the county: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made several reports, favorable and adverse, on the 
pension bills received from the Honse; on which, 
when they came up, he would offer a synopsis of 
the evidence. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the following bills: 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

_ The bill for the.relief of Isaac Austin. l 

The bill for the relief of Oliver Pecker. 

The bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 

The bill for the relief of William Jenkinson. 

The bill for the relief of Conrad Wedrig. .. 

Also, from the same committee, the following 
bills, without amendment: 

The bill for the relief of Amos Thompson. 

The bill for the relief of Neil McNeil. 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Ketcham. 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Dennison. 

The bill for the relief of Frederick Hill. 

The bill for the relief of Simeon Smith. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Anna West, with 
an amendment, mi 

The resolution offered by Mr. Morris on Thurs- 
day having been called up, 


Mr. MORRIS said he had received information 
from resident citizens of Ohio, that there were two 
land districts in that State, where all the sales of 
the public lands would not pay the officers’s salaries 
for one month. In short, he said, the land offices 
should be reduced, or the whole value of the 
public lands would be absorbed in expenses, and 
expressed a hope that the committee would give 
the subject their special attention. 

The resolution was adopted: 

The bill for the relief of Richard P. Banks of the 
State of Arkansas, was read a third time and 
passed. 


The joint resolution relating to the purchase of 
the History of the Revolution, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A strenuous effort was made on the part. Mr. 
TROTTER to have the vote relating to the inde- 
finite postponement of the bill -regulating the sala- 
ries of certain judges of the Circuit Court of the 
United States, which failed. 
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eet nee 


And on motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
And afterwards adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 11, 1838. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that ths Committee of the Whole be 
discharged from the further consideration of the “bill for the 
relief of William Wickham;” which motion being agreed to, 
the bill was brought into the House, and, on Mr. C’a motion put 
on its third reading. 

Mr, ADAMS made some objection to it and Mr. Cusnman 
having explained, it was postponed till to-morrow, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved'a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of going into Committee of the Whole, on the resolu- 
tion providing for the publication of certain maps, butthe mo- 
tion did not prevail. 

Resolutions were then called for: 

a PRENTISS, of Mississippi, offered the following resolu- 
s: 

1. Resolved, That the power of designating the time, place 
and manner of elections for Representatives is expressly given 
by the Federal Constitution to the Legislatures of the States 
respectively, subject to no supervision or control, except by 
law of Congress only; and that, in the exercise of this power, 
the State: Legislatures may constitutionally fix the time of 
election subsequent to the expiration of the Congress preceding 
that for which such election is.to be holden. 

2. Resolved, That neither the Federal or State Executivo 
Can constitutionally anticipate, supersede, or change the times 
of clections as fixed by the State Legislatures, 

3. Resolved, That this Mouse has not the constitutional 
power, either legislative or judicial, by its own action alone, 
to annul, suspend, or impede the operation of an act of a State 
Legislature, fixing the time, place, and manner of election for 
Representatives, 

4. Resolved, That ro election, or action of this House, can 
deprive the people ofany State of their constitutional rights of 
electing representatives to Congress at the time designated for 
that purpose by the Legislature of such State; that the claim 
of such right on the part of this House would be-a dangerous 
encroachment upon the rights of the States, and its exercise a 
direct and palpable violation of the Constitution. 

5. Resolved, That the constitutional jurisdiction of this 
Fouse over the subject of representation ig a limited one, em- 
brazing the question of clection, qualification, and return only; 
and in judging of clecsion, this House is bound to judge in ac- 
cordance with the act of the State Legislature regulating the 
time, nlace, and manner thereof. 

6. Resolved, That in accordance with a constitutional act of 
the Legislature of the State of Mi issippi, prescribing the 
time, place and manner of election for Representatives to Con- 
gress, and in compliance with all the provisions of said act, an 
election was holden in November last for two Representatives 
from said State to the Twenty-fifth Congress, at which election 
8. S. Prentiss and Thos. J. Word were duly elected, possessed 
the constitutional qualifications, and were duly and legally re- 
turned, $ 

7. Resolved, That the resolution of this House, adopted on 
the Sth day of February last, denying to said Prentiss and Word 
scals in this House as members thereof; was a dangerous at. 
tack upon the elective franchise, in derogation of the rights of 
the State of Mississippi, in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and a mischievous example to future Umes. 

Resolved, therefore, That said resolution be, and the srmo 
is hereby, rescinded, 

Objection being made to the consideration of the resolutions 
at this time, they will lie over, under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, they ordered to be printed for 
the use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. WIITTLESLY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed ta 
Inqwre into the expediency of liquidating and paying the 
account of Jobn M, Read, district auorucy for the castern dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, for his eervices in taking testimony, and 
in making a report thereon, in the case of Charles G. Sibbald, 
under a resolution of the House of Representatives, and for 
money necessarily expended in obtaining copies of records. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, $ 5 

Resolved, That the Conimittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from West Union, in Adams county, to Hils- 
borough, in Highland county, Ohio; also, a post routo from 
Williamsburg to Felicity, in Clermont county, Ohio, 

On motion of Mr, SHIELDS, R 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
bo instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing arrear- 
ages of pension to Jesse Dodd, duc him for revolutionary ser- 
vices, 

On motionof Mr. LEGARE, : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to instruct our di- 
plomatic agenta in Germany to endeavor to procure a reduc- 
tion of the duties on American rice imported into the States of 
Germany, especially those associated in the Commercial and 
Custom Union. ? 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
‘ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for re- 
funding to applicants the fees they niay have paid for a reissue 
or modification of their patents, when they shall have failed to 
obtain the same. N 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, g 

Resolved, That tho Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a pension agency at Abingdon, in the State of Virginia. for 
the counties of Lee, Scott, Russell, Washington, Smith, Taze- 
well, Wythe, and Grayson. 

Mr. HARLAN offered the following resolution, and objection 
being made to its consideration at this time, it lies over one 
day under the rule: 5 Bence 

esolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House whether any Porton of the duties 
which by law devolves.on the Secretary of the Navy, has been 
transferred to, and performed by, the Secretary of War; and the 
reasons of the non-performance, if such be the fact, by the 
Secretary of the Navy, of any:of the duties appertaining to his 
said office. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

Resolved, That the Committees on Commorce be instructed 


iv inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 


_ placing a light-boat at or near the harbor of Brunswick, in the 


State of Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That thie Secretaries of State, War, Navy, and 
the Treasury, respectively, be directed to report to this House 
what architectural plans and drawings (if any) have been pre- 
pared under the ps erd for the use of their Departmenis re- 
spectively, since the 4th day of July, 1836; who have been em- 
ployed in preparing the same; and what compensation has been 
made therefor. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, g 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruct- 
ed to consider the expediency of providing by law for adding to 
the annual statistical statement from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, alist of the books imported and produced in the United 
States, each year. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Select Committee ona National Foundry 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
National Foundry to be located at the city of Hudson, or village 
of Catskill, on the North river, in the State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, f 

Resolved, That the Committeo on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the exdediency of providing by law 
for refunding to the purchasers of public lands, the amount of 
purchase money paid into the land offices, for the number of 
acres the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall be 
satisficd, upon proper proof, the tract or tracts sold D the 
United States are deficient of the number so bought and paid 


or. 
Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution, which, under 
the rule, lies over one day’ 


Resolwed, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be transmitted to this House, at the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, a statement of the military 
force employed in the Seminole war, from its commencement, 
showing the number of artillery, dragoons, infantry, and ma- 
rines in the regular army or service of the United States; the 
number of volunteers and militia employed in said war, desig- 
nating the States or Territory to which they belong; and the 
number of Indians employed in said war, designating the tribes 
to which they belong; with the term of service of the several 
corps or detachments employed in said war; with the sum paid 
to the several corps or detachments, for their pay and rations; 
and astatement of the number of horses Jost in the said war, 
with the amount allowed therefor. Also, a statement of the 
nuinber of officers and mon who have been killed, or have died 
of sickness, during the said war; and copies of all accounts 
Cother than those included in the foregoing requisitions) allowed 
at the Treasury Department on account of expenditures in the 
Seminole war. 

On motion of Mr J. JOTINSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Shinston, to Two Mile, in the county of 
Harrison, in the State of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resalved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be directed lo reportto this House what quantity of land scrip 
would be requived, in hisjudgment, for satisfying the outstand- 
ing military bounty land warrants, granted ‘by the Common. 
wealth of Virginia: 

Mr. KENNEDY offered the following joint resolution; and 
objection being made, it lies over one day under the rule: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to cause the public moneys to be deposited in 
such bank or banks, afler the 15th day of July next, as shall 
Consent and agree to reculve the same on the following terms: 

First That said bank or banks rhal] agree to pay over the 
said public moneyson warrant, from time to time, when and 
whenever the public convenience shall require the same to be 
paid, in the legal currency of the United States, if demanded, 
free of all charge or oxpense to the Treasury. 

Second. That such banks shall guarantee all billa of exchange 
supplied by it, or them, to the Government, in the transfer or 
pay of such moneys. 

Third, That said bank or banks shall perform the same 
duties in relation to loans and pensions, as have been heretofore 

performed by the Bank of the United States, or the deposite 
fanka, froc of all charge to the Government; and finally, that 
snid bank or banks shall deposits with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as n security for the punctual payment of the said 
public moneys, and tor the faithful performance of the duties 
Hereinbefore referred to, stocks of the United States, Treasury 
notes, or stocks of the several States, such as the said Secretar 
shall approve, to the amount of five millions of dollars, esti- 
mating the same by the par value thereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be empow- 
edto adopt all such measures as he may deem necessary to 
carry the above resolution into effect, in such manner as shall 
most securely provide for the deposite and payment of the 
public moneys in accordance therewith, 

Resolved, 'Thatitis expedient and proper that so much of 
the fifth section of the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the de- 
posites of the public moneys, approved on the 23d June, 1836, as 
prohibits the receipt by the Government of the notes or bills 
of banks which issue ov pay out notes or bills of a less deno- 
mination than five dollars, he forthwith repealed. 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, said resolution was ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

dtesolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House a statement of the amount of money re- 
ceived and expended by the United States, in each State, in the 
years 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, designating the several prin- 
cipal heads of expenditure and receipt, and the amounts. of the 
same respectively. 

On motion of Mr, SNYDER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Clarksville, in Pike county, Missvuri, to 
Phillip’s Ferry, on the Ilinois river, in the State of Illinois; al- 
so, from Jonesborough, via Whitaker's Landing, mouth of 
Muddy Rreesvilie, to Liberty, Ilinois. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of requiring the 
Corporation of Washington to remove from the princi palstreet 


leading due east from the front of the Capitol, the Market house 
now standing thereon. : g : p 

Mr. ADAMS offered the folowing resolution, which was read 
and rejected: , 

Resolved, That Wednesday, the 20th instant, at 1 0’clock, he 
assigned for the consideration, inthe Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, bills from the Senate numbers 147, 
175 and 176, reported by the Committee of Manufactures, with- 
out amendment. i 

On motion of Mr. MENEFEE, : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this Tlouse such information as he may possess relating to 
the alleged attack on the American steamboat Telegraph, in the 
British waters, and to the alleged destruction of the British 
steamboat Sir Robert Peel, in the American waters; what mea- 
sures, if any, have been adopted in consequence thercof; and, if 
not incompatible with the public interesat, such correspondence, 
if any, as may have occurred. between this Government and the 
British Minister, or Canadian authorities in relation thereto; and 
any information possessed by him concerning the concentration 
and movements of foreign troops on the Northern or Northeas« 
tern frontier of the United States. 

On motion of Mr, RRONSON, > , 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire and report whether any other or further legisla- 
tive enactment by Congress is necessary for the prevention or 
punishment of the crime of piracy, er aets in the nature of pi- 
racy, commited on the inland lakes or waters; and whether any 
other penal acts are necessary for the safety and protection of 
vessels navigating the Northern lakes, and rivers connected 
therewith. 

On motion of Mr. FILMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- 
ected to inquire into the expediency of authorizing immediate 
surveys and estimates for suitable fortificatioas for the protec- 
tion and defence of the Northern frontiers. 

On motion of Mr, DEGRAFF, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Chiims 
inquire into the expediency of granting bounty land to Hagh 
Riddle, Jate a sergeant in the Sixth Regiment of Infantry, for 
services rendered during the late war. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a survey of che Ten- 
nessee, Little Tennessee, Holston, Hiwassee, Clinch, French 
Broad, Nolachucky, Sequachee, Tellico, Watauga, and Little 
rivers, 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Public Lands be instrust- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the number of 
offices for the sale of public lands inthe State of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inga mail route from the city of St. Louis, Missouri, to the 
sottloment at or near the mouth of the Missouri river, in St. 
Louis county; thence by way of Belle Fontain to Portage, Dos 
Sioux, in St. Charles county, in said State. 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution, which, under the 
rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House all correspondence and 
information in possession of the Executive Department, in rela- 
tion to the visit of Lewis Cass, our Minister at the Court of 
France, to the Mediterranean, its objects and results, and its 
expenses to the nation, whether he voyaged in a national vessel, 
at. the public expense, and whether other persons, and, if so, 
what persona, accompanied him at the public expense; who re- 
presented the United States at the Court of France during the 
absence of the said Lewis Cass, and whether he has been paid 
the full outfit and salary of an Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
tor Plentpotentiary at said Court. : 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. BOON moved to take up the resolution submitted by 
him on Monday last, fixing the day of adjournment, 

Objection being made, 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules and asked for the 
yeas and days; which being ordered, were—yeas 57, nays 69. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a suspension of the rules for the 

purpose of making the following bill the special order for 
Saturday next: 
_ “A bill to enlarge the provisions of the act entitled An act grant: 
ing half pay to widows or orphans, where their husbands and 
fathers have died of wounds received in the military service of 
the United States, in certain cases, and for other purposes, ”? 

Mr. R. asked for the yeas and nays, but the House refused to 
order them, as it did also to suspend the rules—ayeg 77, noes 55, 
not two-thirds. 

Several other motions were also made for Priority of busi- 
ness, all of which were ineffectual. 

SMALL NOTE RESTRICTION. 

Mr. KILGORE moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of submitting the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the operation of so much of the actof June 23d, 1836, entitled 
“An act to regulate the deposites of the public money” as pro- 
hibits the receipt of the notes or bills of specic paying banks 
which have issued since the 4th of March, t835. notes or bills of 
aless denomination than five dollars, be, and the same js 
hereby, suspended for the period of two years. 

And be it further resolved, That the operation of the 2d 
section of the act of April 14, 1836, entitled “An act making 
appropriation for the payment of the Revolutionary and other 
pensions of the United States for the year 1836,” be, and the 
same is hereby, suspended for the period of two years, 
Objection being made, Mr. K. moved a suspension of the 
7 ea but the House refused—yeas 98, nays $2—not being two- 
thirds. 
Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a petition from the work. 
men heretofore employed upon the public buildings, which 
was read and laid on the table. ; 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported the biil from the Senate to incorporate the 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, with amendments: 
which was referred to the same Committee of the Whole which 
has other bills for the District under consideration. ` 

The special order, being the consideration of bills relating to 
the District of Columbia, was then announced, when 

Mr. THOMAS rose and made an appeal to the House to take 
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up the motion to reconsider the vote laying the bill in relation 
to the Treasury building on the table, and moved a suspension 
ofthe rules, which was agreed to, yeas 140, noes not counted. 

Mr. HARRISON moved tolay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. ` 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina asked for the yeas and 
nays, which, being ordered, were, yeas 86, nays 100. 

- So the House refusing to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, the question recurred on that motion. s 

Mr. YELL moved a call of the House, for be wanted to have 
the question settled, as he saw some gentlemen were deter- 
mined to have the new building pulled down at all eveuts; 
but the House refused. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky simultaneously 
called for the yeas and nays on the motion to reconsider, and 
being ordered, they were, yeas 103, nays 91. 

So the vote was reconsidered, and the question recurred on 
the motion to lay the bill on the table, which was decided in 
thé negative without a division. 

The question then recurred upon the amendments reported 
by the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MERCER moved an amendment, providing that the 
whole cost of erecting the new Treasury building. proposed by 
one of the amendments, to one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, which amendment was adopted without a division. 
< The question then being oa the amendment as amended. 

- Some remarks were made by Messrs. WISE and MERCER. 

Mr. YELL offered an amendment providing that no further 
expenditure should be made upon the building till the Treasury 
shall be relieved from the burden of ten. millions of Treasury 
notes issued during this session of Congress. 

Mr. VELL went at length into-some remarks in opposition ta 
the bill, and was followed in the debate by Mr. WILLIAMS of 
Kentucky, who went at length into an opposition to the bill; and 
by Mr. REED, who was in favor of it. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY demand+d the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 98. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. 
YELL; and it was rejected without a division. 

The question then recurred upen the original amendment; 
and ae a few remarks by Messrs. BOON, LINCOLN, and 

YELL, : 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the billon the table; upon 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 
94, nays 91. 

So the bill waslaid on the table. 

The House then went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Ux- 
DERWOOD 10 the chair, in execution of the special order to con- 
sider bills relating to the District of Columbia. 

1. The bill relating to the Orphan’s Court of the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, was considered and laid 
aside, to be reported. - 

2, The bill for therelicf of the heirs of Lewis Grant Davidson, 
was verbally amended, and laid aside, to be reported, 

3. The bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Penitentiary iv the District of Columbia was then taken up. 

Mr. DAWSON moved an amendment to increase the salary 
of the keeper, which was agrecd to; and the bill was laid aside 
to be reported, 

4. The bill'providing for a free bridge across the eastern 
branch of the Potomac river, in Washington, was then taken 
up— 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the words “or more 
bridges”? wherever they occurred, so as to confine the object of 
the bill to one bridge; which was agreed to- 

Mr. JENIFER moved an amendment. to authotize the ap- 
pointment of commissioners to determine the sums to be 
awarded to the other bridges: which was atopted, and the bill 
was laid aside to be reported, 

5, The bill to make temporary provision for the comfort and 
support of certain lunatics inthe District of Columbia, was ta- 
ken up and ordered to be reported, £ 

6 The bill for the erection of a court-house in Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, was taken up, and, after discussion 
by Messrs. BOULDIN, PETRIKIN, ard JENIFER, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enacting clause; 
which was rejected—ayes 9, noes 31: not a quorum. 

The committee then rose and reported the fact that they were 
wi:bout.a quorum. 

Mr, EVERETT moved a call of the House; which motion 
was rejected—ayes 25, noes 38. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved an adjournment; which the 
House refused. 

ir, WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which a call of the House was refused. 

On this motion Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 65, nays none. 

Soa call of the House was ordered. 

After proceeding some time in the call, it was suspended, 
and the House went again into Committee of the Whole. 

The Court House bill was further discussed, amended, and 
laid aside to be reported. 

7. The Lill to establish a criminal court in the District of Co- 
lumbia was taken up. 5 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the bill by reducing the 
salary of judge from twenty-five hundred to two thousand dol- 
lara : carried. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved to strike out the fifth section, 
whice provides for the punishment of persons who shail steal 
out of ihe District, and bring thestolen property into the Dis- 
triet, in the same manner as if they had committed the origi- 
nal felony in the District, with various provisions. 

“The section was opposed by Messrs. PETRIKIN, FILL- 

ORE, BRONSON, FLETCHER of Vermount. and 
THOMAS, and supported by Messrs. DAWSON, HOFF- 
MAN, BOULDIN, and LOOMIS. . 

The amendment was then decided in the negative—ayes 35, 
noes 50. s 

Other amendments were proposed, with a view to have them 
discussed and acted on in the House, and the bill was laid aside 
to be reported. tors 

8. The bill in relation to the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia was then taken up, and was laid aside to be reported 
with amendments. : 

9. Tt was next moved to take up the bill giving the assent of 
Congress to an aet of the Legislature of Virginia, to amend 

the act incorporating the Alexandria and Falmouth Railroad 
company; bat: upon that question it was ascertained that a 
quoram did not vote, and the committee rose and reported that 
act to the House. i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER, upon a count, reported that 123 members 
were present, which wasa quorum, and the House went again 
into Committee. A 

The question recurred upon the motion to take up. tho tast 
named bill, and upon taking the vote, by tellers; there were re: 
ported, yeas 70, nays 43, not a quorum. 

ae CHATR counted and ascertained 110 members within 
the bar., X 

The committee then rose, and again reported that they found 
themselves without a quorum. 

Mr. HAYNES moved an adjournment; which was lost— 
ayes 58, noes 67. - 

Tt having been ascertained. by the SPEAKER that there was a 
quorum, the House again went into committee, and the question 
recurring on the motion to take up the railroad bill, the vote 
by tellers was—ayes 62, noes 45, not a quorum. 

Members were called from without the bar, and the question 
was again taken, and resulted—ayes 70, noes 32, 

The committee again rose, and reported thatthey were with- 
out a quorum. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved an adjournment. 

Mr ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; which weré not 
ordered. 

The question on the adjournment was then taken by tellers, 
and was—-ayes 47, noes 55, 

So the House refused. to adjourn. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a call of the House; upon whish’the 
yeas and nays being ordered, the vote was—yeas 58, nays 65. 

So the Houfe refused to order a call. 

The House, there being a quorum, again went into commit- 
tee, and took up the railroad bill, last named, with amendments 
reported by the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill and amendments having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose tu a point of order, and inquired if 
this bill came within the special order, which referred to bills 
relating to the District of Columbia. He said this was a con- 
tract between the Government anda corporation, which did not 
affect the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIR decided that the bill was embraced in the spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision; which was, after 
some debate, affirmed by the House. 

The question was then taken on the amendments, and the vote 
was—ayes 54, noes 49, not a quorum. 

The CHAIR counted the members present, and reported 
122. which was a quorum. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the bill aside in committee 
for the present. He had some objections to the bill. 

After some debate, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the committee rise, and report 
the bills to the House. $ 

Mr. THOMAS made an appeal to the committee, to take up a 
bill restricting. issues of small bills in the District. 

The question was about being put; when 

Mr. ADAMS made a question of order, whether the motion 
to take up another bill did not take precedence of the motion to 
rise. : : 

The CHAIR. decided that the motion to rise was in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for tellers. which were ordered. 

The question on the motion to rise was then taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 66, noes 64. 

So the committed rose and reported the above named bills to 
the House. 

The act relating to the Orphan’s Court of Alexandria coun- 
ty, in the District of Columbia, was read a third time, and passed. 

The act to make temporary provision for the support and 
comfort of certain lunatics in the District of Columbia, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 11, 1838. 
Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry citizens of 1- 
linois, praying for the establishment of a post ronte: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to | 


which had been referred the bills making appropriations for 


the construction of certain roads in Florida, and granting the | 


right of way through the lands of the United States to certain 
railroad companies in Florida, reported the same without 
amendment. 

On motionof Mr. LYON, the resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent for certain correspondence between the authorities of 
Great Britain and those of the United States on the subject of 
the recent disturbances on the frontiers not heretofore commu- 
nicated, was taken up; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. TALLMADGE, it was, on his 
motion, Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr, FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to the 
w enate any information which may have been recently received 
at the Department, indicating a hostile disposition in the Indian 
tribes bordering on the Arkansas frontier. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill to encourage the introduc- 
tion and promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the 
United States was considered, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. , ; 

A great number of private bills from the other House were 
read twice, and referred. = 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported a bill to confirm certain land claims in the Washita 
district, Louisiana, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which 
had heen referred the petition of Harriet Livermore, made an 
unfavorable report thereon. g 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate went into the conside- 
ration of Executive business; after which, 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TursDAyY, June 12, 1838. : 

Mr. TOWNS, on leave, presented a petition for a claim, as 
did also Mr. MERCER, one froma Revolutionary soldier, and 
Mr. BANKS, and Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, also. 

Papers were withdrawn in sundry private cases by Messrs, 
HAKRISON, BRONSON, and DUNN. r g 

“Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported Senatefbill for the relief of John McCartney, with a re- 
commendation that it do not pass, and it was committed, 


which was eet to: 


r, YELL, on, leave, submitted: tho following resolation; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of Wat be directed to commu: 
nicate to this House, without:delay, opies: ofall communica. 
tions from General Nathan Arbuckle, uring the Jast 12 months, 
in relation to the probability of an Indian war upon the West- 
ern frontier, with such other information’ as may be in posses- 
sion of the War Department touching that subject, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee’ on Commerce; report- 
eo, with an amendment, Sénate bill for the relief of Noah 

iller.. at T a EEA 

Mr. CASEY; from the Committee on Public Laeda, reported 
Senate bill authorizing the Portage Canal Company. to enter 
certain lands in Wisconsin Territory, witha recommendation 
that it do not pass: committed, : , 

Mr. C. also reported: Senate bill in regard to ‘the town of 


“Sonthport, in the Territory of Wisconsin, with the same recom- 


mendation as to the above, aiid this was also committed. 

Mr. YELL, from the same committee, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill to confirm certain entries. of public 
lands, permitted to be made by the register and receiver of a 
certain land district, under.the belief that they had been offer- 
ed for sale, and moved its third reading. k 

Mr. HARLAN moved the commitment of the bill to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, which motion, after some 
conversation between the two gentlemen, was assented to by 
Mr. Y. and the bill so referred. 

Mr. BOON, from the same committee, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and others 
to locate certain pre-emption claims to land in Indiana, and 
moved its third reading. j 

Mr. HARLAN moved to commit this bill to the Committee 
of the Whole, which, ‘aftersome remarks from Messrs. BOON, 
WHITE of Indiana, MASON of Ohio, but eventually, on mo- 
tion of Mr. BOON, the bill was postponed’ ` 

Mr. GRENNELLE moved a suspension of the rule to enable 
him to submit an order for the House to take a daily recess 
hereafter from two to half past three o’clock, p. m. which be- 
ing agreed to—ayes 116, noes not counted, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved from half-past 2 till 4. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous question, which 
was seconded, and the order adopted. ` 

y PENSION SYSTEM. maia 

„Mr. CARTER moved to make the three general pension 
bills the special order for Saturday next... 

Mr. C. explained the character of the bills, and made an 
earnest appeal to the. House in behalf of his motion. The titles 
of them were as follows: aes : 

J. A bil grantiug.an additional quantity of land for the loca- 
tion of revolutionary bounty land. warrants. eae 

2. A bill to enlarge the provisionsof the act granting half-pay 
to widows or orphans, where their husbands and fathers have 
died of wounds received in the military service of the United 
States in certain cases. À: : . 

3. A bill to extend the pension law of 1832 to Western Indian 
fighters between the years 1783 and 1795. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he should object to making any 
more special orders. pea $ 

Mr. CARTER moveda suspension of the rules. : 

Mr. RENCHER remarked that, as the bills were in Commit- 
tee on the Union, a majority in committee cvuld take them up 
atany time. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, also. objected. : 

Mr. CARTER asked for the yeas and nays, Which the House 
refused, as it did the motion to suspend: yeas 93, nays 53, not 
two-thirds. : eit 

Mr, THOMAS, from the Committee on the. Judiciary, re 
ported without amendment, Senate bill, to reorganize the Dis- 
trict Courts of the. United States in the. State of Mississippi; 
which, on Mr. T’s motion, was ordered to a third reading, and 
then read the third time and passed. wie PSE ee 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of ‘Ohio. asked leave to submit the 
following amendment to the rules and orders of the House: 

* That no representative of this House shall be entitled to re- 
ceive.a per diem allowance for any day he shall not answer to 
his name on the firstcall of the names of the members, when a 
call of the House shall be ordered by a majority of the members 
present, unless he shall have been absent on the business of the 

ouse; and by its order or permission, or unless he shall have 
been detained by sickness, within the provisions of the second 
section of the act of January 22, 1818, allowing compensation to 
members of Congress and to the delegates of Territories, or un- 
less he shall be excused by the House for not being present. 
And it shall be the duty of the Clerk to certify to the Speaker 
the names of all such absentees not within the excepted cases. 
And the Speaker shall not include a peé diem allowance for 
such absent members not within the exceptions, for the day of 


-such absence, in any draft he may draw, to enable such member 


to obtain his other pay. 

Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a suspension of the 
rule and asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

me HOPKINS moved to lay the motion to suspend on the 
table, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and thereupon Mr. HOPKINS, whose sole ob- 
ject had been, he said, to save time, withdrew the motion. 

The House refused to suspend the rule; yeas 89, nays 98, not 
two-thirds. : 

Sundry bills fron the Senate were taken up, read twice, and 
referred to their appropriate standing committees. 

WISCONSIN AND IOWA, . 

The amendment of the Senate co the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States te have ihe boundary line of 
Wisconsin ascertained and marked, (being to insert: “Lowa” in. 
stead of “Wisconsin,”) was concurred in. at 

The bill to grant a quantity of land to the-Terrifory of Wis- 
consin for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a canal 
to connect Rock river and Lake Michigan was, read the third 


time and passed. 
PRE-EMPTION BILL. A 

On motion of Mr. BOON, the House went into Committee on 
the Union, Mr. Crase in the chair and Mr. B. moved to take up 
the pre-emption right. bill. e 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to lay that bill aside, and take up the 
Tennessee land bill; but, after some conversation, he-waived the 
motion at that time, giving notice of his intention to-renew it as 
soon as the bill under consideration was disposed of. í 

The “bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers onthe public 
lands” was then resumed, the question pending being on the fol- 
lowing amendment submitted by. Mr. Ianconz:: > 

“Nor shall the benefit ef this act extend-to any person who 


has before availed himself of a pre-emption right to the entry 
of any of the public lands, and acquired a title thereto by’ rea- 
son of such entry.” ee F 

Mr. RANDOLPH, who was entitled to the floor, opposed the 
bill at some length. poe . 

Mr. HARRISON supported it with much energy, and went 
thoroughly into an examivation-of.the principles of. the pre- 
emption system generally, and the necessity and equity of its 
present application, replying to the objections urged against it, 
and defending the character of the settlers from tne aspersions 
cast npon them, 

The vill was further debated by Messrs. UNDERWOOD. 
LINCOLN POPE, WILLIAMS of Nerth Carolina, an 

ANY 

Mr. MASON of Ohio opposed the bill at length, and in the 
course of his remarks he appealed to Mr. Casey of Ilinois, as 
a member of the Committee on the Public Lands, to say whe- 
ther any former President, in an annual message, had recom- 
mended a pre-emption law. 

Mr. CASEY replied that no President had, in an annual mes: 
Sage, recommended the passage of a pre-emption Jaw, until the 
present Executive in his last message had done so. The late 

resident, however, had repeatedly recommended that the price 
of the public lands be reduced, and that the means be made 
easy by which any actual settler on the public lands could be 
enabled to secure a home freehoid and fireside of his own. It 
was scarcely necessary, perhaps, to add that Mr. C. was himself 
yea in favor of both principles, that of pre-emption, and 
that of graduation, by which the rights of the United States 
Were secured, and tho best interests of a worthy class of citizens 
promoted, 

Mr. CRARY followed at length upon the various topics 
connected with the bill; and when he had concluded, 

The amendment offered by Mr. LINCOLN to the amendment 
of Mr. UNDERWOOD, was adopted by. Mr. U. 

Mr. MARTIN then obtained the floor, and expressed his 
Wish to address the Committee; but as the hour waa late, he 
would, if desirable, yield the floor for a motion to rise, , 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee riso; which motion 
was carried in the aflirmativo—ayes 70, noes 57. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. i 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, enclosing a report from the Colonel of 
Ordnance, in accordance with the act of Congress of Apri! 2, 
1791, in reference to armories; which was laid on tho tablo, 
and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of State, showing 
the number and designation of the passengers who havo arriv- 
ed in each collection “district of the Unied States, and in each 

“quarter, during the year 1837, according to the returns made 
to the Becretary of State, pursuant to the act of March 2, 1819, 
regulating passengers, ships, and vessels; which was leid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


Errara.—In the report ofthe Senate proceedings of Satur- 
day last, Mr. Trorrer is represonted to have made strenuous 
efforts to reconsider the vote relating to the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill regulating the salaries of certain judges of the 
Circuit Courts of the United States. The true state of the case 
‘was, that a bill ‘fixing the salaries of certain district judges of 
the United States was-reported tothe Senate by the Committco 
on the Judiciary some me since, which contained a provision 
for increasing tho salary of the djstrict judge of the State of Mia- 
sissippi, (to wit, tasing his salary to $2,600.) White tho bill 
was'before the Senate, in Committee of the Whole, a motion 
was successfully made to postpone the bill indefinitely. Mr. 
Trorrer, who was not in, his seat ‘at the precise moment the 
motion to postpone prevailed, endeavored to effect a reconsiie- 
ration ofthat vore, which motion, 80 strenuously urged by Mr. 
T. waa Jaidon the table, because it was foared that it would be 
likely to provoke discussion on the day which the chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs had designed to go into Executive 
session. On another occasion, Mr. T, was erronesusly maileto 
move to place “the bill to authorize the State of Mississippi twin- 
vest the two per cent. fund due her” wnong the general orders; 
whereas Mr, T, moved tomake ittho specialorder for Wed- 
nesday next, which failed, . These corrections are due asan act 
of justice to Mr. Trorren, who hasbeen thus inadvertently mis- 
represented inthe report by one of the Reporters, 


IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, dune 12, 1938. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose and remarked, that before the Senate pro- 
ceeded to business, he wished to occupy a fow minutes ofits ume 
He remarked that, when he reached the Senatechamber yester- 
day, the Senate was in secret session, and so continued until 
business required him to leave it late in the evening; ao that 
this was the first opportunity presented to him of making a fow 
remarks in relation to hia colleague’s speech, which appeared 
in tho Intelligencer of yesterday, and had been made in the 
Senate on the 20th of April last. The most of that speech Mr, 
G. said he had heard, and had replied to at the time. He was 
satisfied with the reply and explanations ds far as they went. 
The concluling remarks of his colleagae he had not heard. 
They wore afterwards imperfectly stated to him by two gente- 
men who had a better opportunity of hearing. “He had con- 
cluded to wait until the speech was published: he presumed it 
was truly reported; and he shouid now make that brief rep'y 
which he should then have made had he heard them. In doing 
this he should not be unmindful of what was due to himself, to 
the station he occupied, or to the place he was in, 

He said he would answer that, so far as hie colleague had 
thrown any personal imputations upon him, he threw them 
from him with all that disdain and scorn they merited; and he 
must assure his colleague that, he was sorry to say, the 
harsh, unqualified, and tnfavorable opinion he had thought 
proper to express ofhim, (Mr. G.) was fully reciprocated, with 
a aingle qualification, which was that he hoped it was accompa» 
nied with less ill will and more cause. 

He considered it fortunate that his colleague was not the 
judge upon whose opinions his (Mr. G.'s) standing, and wel- 
fare, in Ufe depended, Were it so, hè should much fear that 
what might reasonably he expetted from his sense. of justice 
would be entirely lost in the predominance of his prejudices and 
passions. Y s 

He regretted that he had been compelled to interrupt the 
business of the Senate for a moment, with any thing that re- 
lated to himself. He could not have said less, and he had no desire 
logay more, unless he was placed under a like necessity; and in 
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the event ‘of such an occurrence, he should ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, and hetrusted it would not be withheld. 

After he took his seat— j 

Mr, WHITE replied in an animated manner, when 

Mr. GRUNDY proceeded in like manner, and at considerable 
length, when he was called to order by the Presipent of the 
Senate, who declared that the discussion must stop; and, there 
upon, Mr. G. inquired if he was required to take his seat. 
Upon being answered in the affirmative, Mr. G. said he obeyed; 
and afterwards— : 

Mr. WHITE was permitted to explain a circumstance in his 
own conduct; and then the Senate proceeded to business. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the Secretary 
ef War, transmitting a report from the Colonel of the Ord- 
nance Department, furnishing the information required ty the 
act of 2d April, 1794; which was laid on the table. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Secretary 
of State, containing a statement of the number and designation 
of passengers in the vessels arriving in the ports of the United 
States during the past year, made in pursuance of the act of 
Congress of 2d March, 1809; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY presented a petition from sundry citizens of Con- 
Rentical, praying for the establishment of a Bank of the United 
Biates. 

While up, Mr. C. referred to a letter he had just received 
from a highly respectable gentleman, noticing some allegations 
made by the Senator from Connecticut {Mr. NILES) against the 


characters of the signers to the petition on the same subject, . 


from New Haven, Connecticut, presented by him some days 
ago. The petition wis signed by the Governor of the State, the 
Mayor of the city, six present and past presidents of banks, and 
as respectable a body of citizens as could be found any where 
in the United States, Mr. C. said he thought it due to the per- 
sons who chose him as the organ of presenting their communi- 
cation to the Senate to. speak in their behalf, and bear his testi- 
mony to their respectability; and he regrette | that a sense of 
justice had not induced the Senator from Connecticut, upon 
looking at the signatures, and seeing who the petitioners were, 
to make the amende honorable, by withdrawing his imputa- 
tions, : - 

Mr. NILES denied that he made any allegations against the 
characiers of the signers to the memorial referred to. On the 
coutrary, he distinctly said, he presumed they were respecta- 
big, What he did say was, that their. paper contained a state- 
ment that was incorrect in point of fact, and if this was a re- 
flection he could not take it back, because he still entertained 
the same opinioa. Ie only deplored, as he now did, that men 
of high standing and influence in society were so far regardless 
ol what was due to themselves and to truth as to make à state- 
ment so much at war with facts. Ef he had done these peti- 
tieners injustice, he would certainly make the amende honora- 
ble; but he spoke gnardedly; he did not speak as of his own 
knowledge, but under his convictions, founded on his acquaint- 
ance with (he state of parties and of public sentiment in his 
Suto. 

Aftersome further remarks by Messrs. CLAY and NILES, 
the petition was fad on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed by aundry 
merchants of New Haven, Connectient, and the resolutions 
adopted at a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the as- 
sociated banks of Boston, praying for the repeal of the provi- 
sions of the deposite act of 1836, which prevents the collectors 
from receiving in payment of the public dues the notes of any 
banka which issue and pay out notes of a less denomination 
than five dollara. 

BANKS AND BANK NOTES. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from morchants in the 
city of New Haven, Connecticus, Ginciuding all the importing 
morchants bat one,) praying the repeal of that portion of the de- 
posite act of 18386 which prohibits the receipt by the Govern- 
ment of the notes of banks which, since the passage of that act, 
had issued notes of a denomination loss than five fonars. 

Also, mother paper ofthe same character, in the form of reso- 
lutions, from thè Hoard of Commissioners of the Associated 
Banks of Boston andits vicinity, and asking the eame relief, On 
presenting these petitions, 

Mr. WEBSTER said: The present state of things is truly sin- 
gular, An effort for a general resumption of specie payments 
by the banks is making, and about to be sade, all over the 
country. 

Bome of the banks have resumed. — But, now, sit, what is the 
attitude in whieh the Government stands? 

Ry the new Specie Circular, it is proclaimed that specie or 
Treasury notes will te required, unless debtors to Government 
can procure notes ofa specie- paying bank of the denomination 
of twenty dollars, or upwards; wbich bank shall not have issu- 
ed, or paid out, any note under five dollars, since July, 1836, No 
postmaster may receive any note less (han twenty dollars! 

This refusing to receive notes under twenty dollars is doubt- 
less fonnded onthe provision in the act of April, 1836, that no 
disbursing oficer shail offer in payment any note Jess than 
twenty dollars, 

I cannot say l think this part of the circular. absolutely ne 
cesary; 80 long as the deposite system exists; but, at the same 
time, the provisions of the act of. April countenances this regu- 
lation in some degree, if not entirely. 

But taking this state of Jaw and this circular together. can it 
be gaid that Government is encouraging resumption of specie 
paymen's, or facilitating the restoration of thinga to a state of 
prosperity? Fe there, jn the spirit of these regulations, any 
thing to remind us of the course of Government, under similar 
circumstances, in the days of Mr. Dallas and Mr. Crawford? 

In New England, aa Thelicve, all the banks, with one or two 
exaeptions, have issued or paid out small bills since July, 1836. 
If there be more than one or two exceptions, I have not heard 
of them. 

In New York, the Legistature felt itself imperatively called 
upon to alter the law of the State, and authorize, at least fora 
time, the issue of small bills. The popular branch of the Le: 
gislatire was nearly unanimous for an unqualified repeal. 
The Senate preferred a suspension, and a suspension was the 
final result. 

It is admitted, I believe, on all hands, that this measure was 
called for by the people. It was net the result of any hank 
management, or of the operation of any private interests what- 
ever. Tiwas the result of a clear, loud, and irresistible demand 
of the public will. Itcannot be charged to party, to manage- 
ment, or to any thing but a universal conviction that the mea. 
sure would be useful. and was necessary. -He beneficial effects 
are not doubted, Ibelieve, by any body, in aiding the banks.in 
the great work of resumption. Now, I suppose that althe 
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banks in New York, with, perhaps, two or three exceptions 
in the city, have availed themselves of this suspension law, and 
‘have issued small bilis. Their notes, therefore, cannot be re- 
ceived at the custom-house, or the post office, or elsewhere, 
where debts to Government are to be paid. I suppose the 
same state of things exists in New Jersey, and many other 
States, both Atlantic and Western. oe ` 

Ihave said on a former occasion, and I still think, that the 
measures pursued by Government have overthrown, at 
least for the present, its own policy of discontinuing the use of 
small bills, A state of things has arisen in which the people of 
States which had begun to act on that policy have compelled 
their Legislatures to give up the attempt for the present. In 
someinstances, the laws against small notes have been repeal- 
ed; in others, modified or suspended. All this, I repeat, has 
been the work ofthe $ le themselves, acting directly on their 
own Legislatures, Under existing circumstances, they find 
small bills useful, if not indispensabie. And as there is no rea» 
son to doubt the solvency of the banks which issue such notes, 
more than that of others, the question may be asked, as it is 
asked, with significarcy and effect by the committee of the as- 
sociated banks in Boston, “why not put the notes of all specie- 
paying banks on the same ground?” , 

Í think, sir, itis the duty of Government, at the present im- 
portant moment, to extend a large and liberal confidence to the 
banks, and to encourage their efforts, and assist their struggles 
for resumption by all proper means. To this end, I think the 
prohibition contained in the fifth section of the deposite law 
ought to be repealed, or suspended for a considerable time, and 
unul circumstances shall favor a renewed attempt to sustain 
the policy heretofore pursued. I am of opinion that it is not 
enough merely to abolish the incapacity, arising from what has 
been done, contrary tothe provision ofthe statute, Lthink itne 
cessary to provide that bank notes of specie-paying banks may 
hereafter be received, at least for some time, although the banks 
issuing them continue to issue small bills, Nothing short of this 
can give effectual relief. The banks cannot now, without great 
public inconvenience, again recall theirsmall notes. The peos 
ple will not consent that they should. This is a point, F be- 
lieve, on which there is but little difference of opinion in those 
States in which small notes are issued. 

On the whole, my opinion is, that the best thing to be done, 
under all circumstances, is to repeal the prohibition, andto wait 
for a more favorable opportunity to establish the policy which 
it was intended to sustain. hope we may sec our way on this 
subject somewhat clearer some time hence than we now see it, 
Ifarepeal, however, be objected to, a suspension isfindispensa- 
bly necessary; and this suspension should be for such a Jength 
of time as will enable the banks and the public to adjust their 
concerns to the state of things which will then be before them, 
But if a suspension only be agreed to, and a day fixed when it 
shall expire, and especially if that diy bea near one, the banks 
will be compelled immediately to begin to call in their bills, and 
the reliefadorded, ilit be any Fcliet at all, will be crippled and 
ineflectual. Another pressure will commence, and a renewal 
of past troubles ensue. My opinion is, therefore, that, taking all 
circumsiances into consideration, it is best to repeal the prohibi- 
tion, aud retain, of coarse, the power af renewing it when a state 
of things shall hereafter arise to justify such renewal, 

For the same reasons, I think’ the second section of the act of 
April should also be repealed. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that the honorable Senator from 
Missouri (Mt. Benton} ina speech which he made upon the 
bill which (it was said) in effect repealed the late Specie Circu- 
lar, observed that the Secretary of the Treasury could not issue 
any new Treasury order, without incurring: censure. No mat- 
ter what wag its character, or what were its provisions, a future 
Treasury Circular would bring down upon its author the se- 
verectanimadvorsions. How truly has the prophecy of the Se- 
nator become matter of history! The necessary, the:proper ac- 
tion of the: Secretary of the Treasury upon ihe subject of the 
currency, the kind of paper money which could be réceivable 
for the public dnes, calls forth the most determined opposition, 
He was utterly at a loss to know how the Secretary had mace 
himself obnoxious te any merited censure, by reason of this 
new circular, The Secretary had done his duty: he had done 
nothing more. After the hill passed, doing away with all’ dis- 
crimination as to the kiud of money receivable for Government 
dues, it certainly was a part of the public duty ofthe head of 
the Treasury Department to issue at once a circular to corre: 
spond with the existing state oftbings. The Specie Circular of 
July, 1836, was done away; anid was the Reeretary to make no 
order in relation to thissubject?. Would the exclusive collection 
of specie, under the aet of 1789, for customs as well as for the 
sales of the public lands, been tolerated? And if the joint resolu- 
tion of 1816 was to be carried into practice, could the Secretary 
have been silent? Would he have answered the expectations 
of the business community, ifhe had not issued some new cir- 
cular, which would, in effect, secure to that community the be- 
nefit of the joint resolution of 18167 Was not that called for ' 
after the recent resolution of Congress, repealing the Specie 
Circular of July, 18867 

And what are the provisions of this new circular, about 
which sa much has been said here and elsewhere? He had 
carefully examined it; and when he first read it he compared 
it with the existing laws of the jand, and he could not well 
conceive how the Secretary of the Treasury covld have issued 
a different order, unless he had wholly disregarded the provi 
sions of the acts of Congress, ad unless he had intended to 
withhold from the comnmunity altogether the benefit uf the 
Joint resolution of 1816. The Deposite act of 1836 provides, in 
express terms, that the bil's of no bank which shail have issued 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars, shall be received 
for the dues of the Government, for Jands, or for customs, 
This is the law. And what is the circular? Is it any thing 
more or less than this? Not at all. If the Secretary, in his 
order to the collectors and receivers, had said that the bills 
(without any discrimination) of all banks shall be receivable 
for public dues, would he not have been charged, and mest 
justly charged, with having violated the letter of the law of 
Congress? Could such an order kave been Justified upon any 
principle? Ie could nut. The Secretary, then, in this part of 
the circular, bad kept himself within the express terms of the 
Deposite act of July, 1836, His purpose most clearly was, 
after the recent legis’ation, to secure to the business community 
the practical benefits of the joint- resolution of 1816. For this 
purpose, and with this view, he:had issued this new circular; 
but in promulgating this new: order he could not have been ca 
faithless to his public duty as to have disregarded the existin, 
laws.of the land. He, therefore, in this respect, had made, ar 
most properly made, this circular conform to the acts of Con 
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gress. He had done nothing more, he could have done nothing 
less, So much for that part of the circular which prohibits col- 
lectors and receivers from taking the bills of banks issuing notes 
Of a less denomination than five dollars. 

‘The other part of the circular which prohibits the receipt 
of any bank notes of a less denomination. than twenty 
dollars, he thought was equally defensible... ft: had been ad- 
mitted, if not, it would not be denied, that no notes of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars could now be offered in pay- 
ment by the Government to its creditors. And not even that 
denomination of paper, unless it were equivalent to specie at 
the place where disbursed, and could be then converted into 
specie at the will of the holder. This was'the law of the land. 
It was no contrivance of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury; but a 
distinct andexplicitstatntory requisition, He remarked thatthe 
deposite act of 1836 was a dead letter so far as it related to most 
of the banks of the country. ~ 

In Massachusetts, and in the State he in part represented, 
there was not asingle bank which could be selected as a public 
depository consistently with the provisions of the deposite act 
of July, 1836, They had incapacitated themselves from being 
employed as places of deposite of the publie money. There 
Was not one of them but what had paid out bills of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars since the suspension of specie pay- 
ment. They had done this, he was free to admit, from neces- 
sity, and with regard to the public convenience, But in doing 
this, it could not be denied that they could not thereafter be se- 
lected as depositories of the public meney. The deposite act, 
therefore, must have been regarded by ihe Secretary at the 
time of the issuing this new circular as, to a great extent, in- 
operative—certainly in his own State, as well as in every other 
State of New England—as if it had never been passed, so 
far as it related to the employment of the loca] banks as public 
Cepositories. This, he presumed, could hot be controverted, 
He would then ask, what was the Secretary to do to prevent 
bank paper to be taken of a less denomination than the law 
authorized to be disbursed? Would he have been justified in 
directing the collectors and receivers to take notes of a less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars? He would ask if such had 
been the order, what would the receivers have done with this 
description of paper? Ft could not have been disbursed con- 
sistently with the existing provisions of law? If a paper of 
a less denomination than twenty dollars should be offered in 
payment by the agents of the Government to its public credi- 
tors, the practice could not fail to have received, as it has al- 
ready received during the present session, the marked condem- 
nation of those who oppose the Administration. Such ade- 
scription of paper could not be placed on general deposite to 
the credit of the-Treasurer, because under the deposite act of 
1836 no State bank could be selected as a place of deposite. 
Tho only course left for the receivers, would have been to have 
converted such a description of paper at once into specie; and 
he was sure that no friend of the banks would say that such a 
practice would operate to their advantage, or would tend to pro- 
mate their benefit. i : 

The Pecrolary then in requiring of collectors and receivers 
not to take bank paper of a less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars, had acted with reference to the existing state of things, and 
with reference to the existing law ofthe land. He had autho: 
rized the receipt of that description of paper money, which 
alone could be disbursed. He weil knew that the banks were 
no longer the fiscal agents of the Government. That the col- 
lectors of the customs, and the receivers at the land offices, 
were charged with the duty of receiving and disbursing the 
public. monoy; and it seemed to him that there would be a most 
glaring absurdity in requiring these public officers to take what 
they could not disburse—to receive notes of a less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars, when, by the express terms of the 
statute, no such paper money could be paid to any of the pub- 
lic creditors. 

This then wasthe head and the front of tho Secretary’s of- 
fence. That by reason of the recent legislation of Congress, and 
to secure to the community the benefits of the joint resolution of 
1816, he had issued a general order to collectors and receivers 
to take that description of paper, and that only, justified by exist- 
ting law; and the notes of those banks, and of those 
banks only, which the deposite act of 1836 permitted. He 
had done what the law authorized, and what itseemed the 
law required him to do; he had done nothing more; and if there 
was Cause of offence, it was notto be traced to that act of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but to the positive enactments of 
Congress. 

He wished to say a word or two upon the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. Ie could not believe that a ma- 
jority ofeither House of Congress would be found to legalize 
the receipt of bills of a less denomination than five dollars for 
the public dues. Such a proposition could find no favor with 
him; and he should be slow to believe that Congress would, by 
its own legislation, expel from circulation the specie which the 
existing policy of the Government was well calculated to keep 
in circulation. Ife believed that the Legislature of his own 
State, and the Legislatures ofall the,New Lingland States, would 
ere long prohibit the banks from issuing bills of a iess denomi- 
nation than five dollars. It was, in his judgment, greatly to be 
desired. The direct feffect of such legislation would be to in- 
troluce at once specie into circulation for that description of 
paper. The consequence of such animprovement in the circu- 
lating medium wouid be most sensibly felt by the laboring 
classes of the community—a portion of our citizens more likely 
to be injured than any other, and much less able to bear loss 
than any other, by a depreciated paper currency. He hoped, 
therefore, as a matter of great public convenience, that Con- 
gress, as well as the State Legislatures, would, by their public 
acts, Increase the specie and diminish the paper circulation. In 
no way could this be done more effectually than to carry out the 
policy of the deposite act of 1836, The papers presented this 
morning by the Senator from Massachusetts look to a departure 
from that policy. All he would say was, that he was wholly 
opposed to the object avowed. Nor washe of the opinion that 
there was any great inconvenience experienced or felt in Boston 
by the importing merchants as things now existed. He had 
read in one of the public journals of that city—a journal not in 
favor of the present Administration—and he had received letters 
from that city; and he could not belicve, relying on these 
sources of information, that there was much practical 
embarrassment produced among the mercantile commu- 
nity in consequence of the act of July, 1836, and of the 
yecent Treasury Order prohibiting the receipt for customs 
of the notes of banks which had issued bills of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars. The Merchants’ Banks had 
long since. resumed specie payments. He believed that two or 
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three other banks had, also, by.a vote of their boards of directors, 
resumed specie payments for their liabilities; and, although the 
Merchants’ Bank could not, under the deposite act of 1836, be 
selected as a depository of the public money, having paid out 
the notes of other corporations of a less denomination than five 
dollars, yet that bank had not issued, since the passage of the 
deposite act of 1836, its own bills of a less denomination than five 
dollars. The notes, therefore, of that bank were receivable for 
public dues; and, since its resumption of specie payments, he 
believed that more than two hundred thousand dollars had ac- 
tually been paid into the Custom House for duties of the bills of 
that institution. . He was advised, and verily believed, that eve: 
ry possible accommodation was afforded to the mercantile com- 
munity by that institution. He, therefore, Was not aware ofany 
special intonventence that was felt by the mercantile commu- 
nity by reason of the prohibitions mentioned in the act of July, 
1836, and he certainly could not agree to any change of the poli- 
cy as manifested by that statute. In his awn State there were 
twenty-seven banks—all, with the exception of two, had issued, 
and still continued to issue, their own notes of a Jess denomind: 
tion than five dollars; and those two had paid, in the course of 
their business, other bank paper of a less denomination than 
five dollars. The two banks to which. he referred—one 
at Portsmouth, the other at, Concord—had not issued 
their own paper of a less denomination than five dollars, 

and therë could be ho doubt-that the billsof the Commercial 
Bank at Portsmouth, and of the Mechanics Bank at Concord, 
if he was not mistaken as to their course, would be received for 
the Government dues; and it was equally clear that the bills of 
all the other banks could not be received, without an entire de- 
parture from the act of July 1936. They had not been re- 
ceived at any time since the passage of thatact, and they would 
‘not be hereafter received, because they would not desist from 
issuing bills of asma}l denomination. It was more for their 
Interest to pursue this course than to have their paper received 
for Government dues: And so it was with a great proportion 
of the banks of Massachusetts. But while he was wholly 
opposed to any material change of the provisions of the act of 
1836, he would have no objection to placing all the banks upon 
the same ground. He would say to them all, if hereafter 
you will cease to issue or to pay out billsof a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, he would agree to receive their paper 
for customs and for Jands. Beyond this he would not go, Be: 
yond this, with a view to the practical convenience of the 
importing merchants, he did not believe it was necessary to go. 
He hoped, therefore, that the future legislation of Congress, in 
relation to this matter, would be so directed,'as to add to, not di- 
minish, the specie circulation of the country. : : 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it could not be denied that, 
under the operation of existing laws, there was now a total 
disconnection between the Government ahd the banks, even if: 
they resumed specie payments. . The separation was complete 
and entire, so far as that the Government could not employ 
any banking institutions which have issued notes under five 
dollars; and this fact ought to be known to the country and to 
Congress, because the banks themselves had produced the. 
separation, even in case they resume. There might be a few 
solitary exceptions; but he had heard of no bank in the coun- 
ry, with the exception of these of Missouri and Arkansas, 
which had not either issued small notes of its own, or paid out 
those issued by other banks or corporations, None of the 
banks of Pennsylvania had issued notes of less than five 
dollars, but they had generally paid out notes issued by other 
corporations, and therefore, by the deposite act, they became 
disqualified as public depositories. 

(Mr. PRESTON here interrupted Mr. B. to say that none of 
the banks of South Carolina had issued or paid out notes under 
five dollars. } 

Mr. BUCHANAN. resumed. The question now was as to 
renewing the connection between the Government and the 
banks. He did not think he should vote for a bill to renew the 
connection. There was another question raised by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and that was relative to the difference 
between banks which have issued notes under five dollars, and 
those which have only paid out such notes issued by others, 
He did not think there was any difference in point of morality 
or propriety. Mr. B. said he never would agree to repeal the 
provision referred to entirely ; but, for the sake of giving the 
banks time to resume, he would be willing to suspend its 
operation for a time—say tothe 6th of October next. 

Mr. WEBSTER believed that the interdiction after the 6th 
October next would be the most pernicious measure that could 
be adopted in the event of a resumption. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose simply to correct a state- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the banks ofallthe 
States, except Missouri and Arkansas, received or paid out 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars. He believed the 
remark was incorrect, so far as the banks of the State of Indi- 
ana were concerned. Those banks are not authorized by their 
charters to issue notes of a less denomination than five dollars, 
and the law of the State prohibits the issue or circulation of 
small notesunder a penalty. He had heard of no instance in 
which the banks of Indiana had Jaid themselves liable to be 
placed under the restriction of the recent circular, whenever 
they shall resume specie payments, nor did he believe such to 
be the fact. So far, therefore, as Indiana was concerned, the 
repeal of the late circular weuld operate most favorably, he 
had no doubt. Butstill he was satisfied that the new circular 
had manifested that justice to the other States required that the 
restriction should be repealed, at least so far as to authorize 
the receipt of the notes of all specie-paying banks that shall 
not, after a given time, issue notes of a less denomination than 
fivedollars. He felt, as at’presentadvised, disposed to go that 
far; but he had yet to be satisfied that it would be good policy 
to encourage the issue of notes ofa Jess denomination than five 
dollars; he would, however, not anticipate the argument on 
that question. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad to hear what the Senator from 
Indiana had stated in regard to the banks of his State. Then 
there were three States in the Union, Indiana, Missouri, and 
Arkansas, where the banks had not taken the advantage of the 
suspension to give out small netes, 

Mr. STRANGE hoped the Senator from Pennsylvania would 
allow him to correct him, so far as the banks of North Carolina 
were concerned. The banks of hisState had never issued shin- 
plasters at all; and their lowest issues were in notes of three 
dollars. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from North Carolina need 
not have risen to correct him, as the issue of notes of three dol- 
Jars by the banks of his State, disqualified them, under the de- 
posite law. Mr. B. believed that the banks were generally 


able to resume, and:dispense with the-issue of small- notes, 
and that all the’ "wanted, wasa little time... There might. be 
some who would prefer-the ‘profits. and advan derived 
from the issue of small notes to the receivability of their. notes 
by the Government; but he believed that the large and reapec- 
table institutions would find it:to' their interest to dispense With 
the issue of such notes. : He. would “not. say. any: more on 
this subject, tili-the-bil of the Senator from . Massachusetts 
came in. - corner ; 

Mr. BENTON said he might be mistaken; but- hè was 
strongly under the impression that the banks of Massachusetts 
hàd lost no privilege ‘by the restriction in the deposite lawof 
1836. Tfhe was right, these banks had-hever earned -the privi- 
lege of having their notes taken by. the Government, by sup- 
pressing their small notes, with the exception, perhaps, ofone 
or two banks.in Boston. If this was the fact, what. right had 
these banks to come forward now, and ask of Congress, noronly. 
a remission of the penalty, but to encourage. them in issuing 
smal] notes. Why, ifthere never had been a suspension of 
specie payments, their condition would be the same. ‘The Se- 
nate and country. must observe the change of issue now made. 
The suspension began in New York; andthe reason given by 
these banks was, that they had been run-upon. .. What. was the 
reason given by the rest of the banks of the. country? Why, 
they suspended solely hecause the banks of New York had set 
them the example, declaring that they would resume as.soon as 
New York did; and. one of them superadded the declaration, 
“that if it had consulted its own strength,” it would have 
gone on, That was the state of the case. 

Now the banks of New York resume; but.a new set of 
banks had sprung up, presenting a change of issue, botiomed 
on an afterthought; which was, that they could. not resume 
until the Federal Government would take their notes.. Itis- 
nonsense, said Mr. B. for us to- talkas if we did not understand 
that there is a class of banks which is political, contradistin-- 
guished from the class which is commercial. The political 
Glass inclines to take every opportunity to make mischief, 
while the commercial class is endeavoring in good faith to 
carry out the objects for which they were created. Thesubject 
must be treated as it is, and they must call things by their: 
right names. He repeated, that the banks petitioning had lost 
no privilege; they had nothing to complain of, nothing ‘to ask 
for. The movement now was, and they should not ‘disguise it, 
to join the banks and-the Government together-again, after the: 
separation had been madeby the action of thebanks. It was{an: 
attempt to join Bank and State ‘together; and why should:they. 


. hot say so, Mr. B. here referred'to the report: of the Finance 


Committee, which, he said, had fully gone into and explained 
the whole subject. . When ‘the’ proper time came, Mr. B. said: 
he should endeavor tò give some reasons for the part he. should: 
take and the vote heshould give; at present he would not go 
further into the subject. an we 

After some further remarks from Mr; WEBSTER, the me- 
morials were laid on the table, and ordered to-be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER then, in pursuance of previous notice, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the following: : g ; 

A BILL making further provisions for the collection of th 
ublic revenues. é 

Be it enacted; &e. That the operation ofso much of the act. 
of dune 23d, 1836, entitled “An act to regulate the deposites of 
the public money,” as prohibits the receipt of the notes or bills 
of specie paying banks, which have issued since the 4th of 
March, 1836, notes or bills of a Jess denomination than five dol- 
lars, be, and the same is hereby, suspended until further order 
of Congress. x 

Suc. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to select and employ as. depo- 
sitories of the public money, according to the provisions ofsaid: 
act, any banking institutions which may be established. ünder 
the provisions of a law of the State in.which it exists. sens 

Bec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall'’be lawful-fo 
the Secretary of the Treasury hereafter-to select and employ as 
depositories of the public money, according to the provisions of 
said act, any bank which shall redeem its notes and bills on de- 
mand in specie, notwithstanding it may have stopped specie 
payments since the date of the said act. 

- Bec. 4. And heit further enacied, That the operation of the: 
second section of the act of April 14, 1836, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the year 1836,” be, 
and the same ishereby, suspended until further order of Con- 

ress, č 
F Leave was granted, the bill was introduced, and read the first 
time, and, on the suggestion of Mr. WRIGHT that it would be 
of no use to refer it, a report just having been made on the 
whole subject from the Committee on Finance, the bill was laid 
on the table, with the understanding that it would receive its 
second reading and come under the consideration ef the Senate 
to-morrow. a 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill from the House to reorganize the 
Legislative {Council of the Territory of Florida, reported the 
same without amendment, 

„Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported several bills from the Ifouse; without amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. SMITI of Connecticut, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of William Pratt. 

_On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the Committee on Patents was 
Giecharged from the further consideration of the petitions of 
Ebenezer Watson and Walter R, Johnson. ne 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Ciaims,. reported 
without amendment, the bill for the relief of William Dixon. 

Mr. R. moved that the same committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Hiram H. Lewis, 
md William E. Lewis, and of the représentatives of John H. 

ratt. : 

Mr. MERRICK asked leave to withdraw the papers of the 
executor of James Cook of Maryland, as they were required as 
evidence in a Court of Chancery. f 

This being counter to a resolution of the Senate, offered by 
Mr. Husparp, and recently adopted, a conversation of sorme 
length ensued on the question’ of order, chiefly by the VICE 
PRESIDENT, Mr. MERRICK, Mr. HUBBARD, and. Mr, 
WEBSBER, which resulted in leave being granted to withdraw 
the papèrs; whereupon = - ; we 

Mr, HUBBARD offered a resolution, which lies over oņe'day, 
makinig the resolution formerly toffered by him, prohibiting 
the withdrawal of original papers on: privale claims, one of the 
standing-rules of the Sonate. - $ e aia 
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Mr. NORVELL, on leave, introduced a bill making certain 
grants of public lands, and for, other purposes; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. as : 

Mr, SOUTILARD, on leave, introduced a bill te establish the 
office of surgeon generalin the Navy, and to confirm certain 
claims to land in Louisiana, between the Red river and the Sa- 
bine, derived from Spanish grants, etc., which were severally 
read tw2se, and referred. : z ; 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee. on Pensions, reported, 
without amendment, the bill fromthe House for the'relief of 
Simeon Moss, without amendment, | 

The bills frora the House making temporary provisions for 
the comfort and support of the lunatics of the District. of Co- 
lumbia, and relating to the Orphan’s Court of Alexandria coun- 
ty, in the District of Columbia, were severally read twice, and 
referred. 4 

The bill to encourage the introduction, and promote ihe cul- 
tivation, of tropical plants in the United States, was read the 
third time; when a : 

Mr. TIPTON called for the yeas and nays on the question. 
Fe went as far as he theught he ought to go in voting forthe 
printing of so large a number of the copies of the Senators re- 
port on the subject; and on reading this reportsince, he regret 
ted that he had'not at once risen, and raised his voice against 
the measure. He wished the yeas and nays to be taken fo see 
what Senators would vote for Making a grant to encourage a 
particular kind of industry; and if they introduced a precedent 
of this kind, they might hereafter be asked for a grant to his 
constituents to encourage them to cultivate the Red river cotton 
which would be so much more profitable than their present 
products. He was opposed to the whole process from first to 
Yast, and did not believe that Congress had aright to make a 
grant for such purposes, Mr.T. observed that this kind of 
encouragement to agricultural industry had been given before, 
and failed to effect its object; and instanced the sale, on a long 
Credit, to certain French emigrants, ofa large body of the finest 
lands in his State, to encaurage the cultivation of the vine and 
the olive, and the lave grant to certain Polish exiles, both of 
which had resulted in mere speculation. 

Mr. MORRIS made some remarks in opposition to the dill, 
contending that Congress had no right to niaka donation of the 
public lands for the encouragement of any species of industry. 

Mr. LINN observed that this bill was just as defensible as 
the grants by the Government ofthe United States to the State 
of Ohio the National road, after expending a, miilion of dollars 
on it, and certainly as defensible asthè giving the public lands to 
the States of Ohio, ‘Indiana, and Dlineis, for the purpose of 
opening a canal. Tet the gentlemen from Indiana and Ohio 
turn their eyesto. the bogs, mangrove thickets, and pestilential 
awamps of southern Florida, thatno boly would have, and that 
were 80 worthlogs, that one of our distinguished gonerals (Gen. 
Jesup} was for giving then up and abandoning them to the 
wild Indians; and say whether he would not give them to the 
man who is willing to go upon them, and risk hiz life to improve 
them, and render the adjacent Government lands valuable, on 
condition that ho succeeds in his undertaking, Woe all know 
said My. JLixxy tho valua of Doctor Porrine’s services, and that 
he incurred many dangers and great hardships, ani fainhfully 
carried out the instructions of the Secretary of the ‘Freasury, in 
collecting valuable seeds and plants and that he was the only one 
ofour forcign consuis who dil ‘The bil was well guarded, and 
the memorialist could get no title, until he performed all the 
conditions required of him, in defaultof which he would forfeit 
theland. Doctor Perrine asked for nothing: but the fens, bogs, 
and worthless swamps.of Florida; and the bill excepted even 
the timber‘lands, town: sites, and every thing that way valuable, 
Mr. L. could see nothing in the bill. calculated to exene tme 
‘apprehensions which gentlemen had thought proper to con 

ure up. ha i 

: Mr, CLAY of Alabama had one objection tò this proposi- 
tion. It gave a bounty toa certain description of agricultural 
industry not given to others, ahd he waa not aware there was 
any such power vested in Congruss by the Constitution of the 
United States. - He recollected, sume years ago, when the sub- 
ject was agitated in Congress, that he was of the opinion dint 
it was not in the power of Congress to give a bounty to encon 
rage manufactures; and he should like to know how Senators, 
who entertained the game opinions, could support thia bill. 
This proposition went far beyond any of the. kind that ever 
had been passed by Congress, By the bill for the encourage- 
ment of the cultivation of the vine and olive, the French emi- 
grants were to pay for (he lands granted thera, though they-had 
a liberal credit. It was the same thing with the unfortunate 
bill for the benefit of the Polish exiles, Bat this bill did not 
propose that the grantees should pay ono dollar. It was a 
perfect bounty to Doctor Perrine and his associates, and he saw 
ko power in the Constitution (o grant it: | 

Bupposea proposition came here from, other citizens of the 
United Btates, for a new experiment, by which some great good 
was to be effected, by cultivating something else than tropical 
plants, would it not be as much entitled toa favorable considera- 
tion asthis? The Senator from Missouri talked of the worthless 
character of the lands in southern Florida--the pestilential 
swamps, mangrove thickets, etc, of which he (flr. C] had no 
certain information—but this land had not yet been surveyed; 
and therefore the quality of all this land could not be known 
with any certainty; so that, for aught he knew, the grantees 
might select a township valuable enough for the cultivation of 
Bea Island cotton. Mr. -C. was not willing to place -on the sta- 
tute book a principle of this kind, so entirely indefensible by 
any tbing to be found in the Constitution, or any where else. 

Str, SEVIER was somewhat astonished at the zeal displayed 
by his friendgon the right and left [Messrs. Cray of Alabama, 
and Moxx) against this bill. These gentlemen talked about 
Constitutional objections, and seemed to be frightened at some- 
thing new. | Why the principle, Mr. S. said, was as old as the 
Government. itself. In. Louisiana the Government had made 
donations without number,- and so, also, in all the other new 
States, and this too without the slightest obstacle to be found in 
the Constitution... What didthat instrument say? Why, *Con- 
gress shall have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules 


and regulations respecting, the territory and other property of 
the United States.” Dispose of it how? Why, as Congress 


‘pleased. We have exercised the power, said Mr. S. of disposing. 
of the public domain as we pleased, in one unbroken series of , 


precedents from the formation of the Government to this time}. 
and we have granted itto citizensof the States, to corporate 
institutions, and for county sites. an 

The object of this bill was highly meritorious. It gave a 
township of worthless land to an individual who was wili 
risk his life in opening new sources of agricultural industry,and 
thereby promoting the agricultural interests of the country, and 


-bringing into market lands that- have hitherto been . deemed 


worthless and uninhabitable, . He was glad to see that the Agri- 
cultural Committee, which had hitherto been so much out of 
view, had come forward with so interesting a report, and this 
circumstance augured favorably for the prosperity of his fave- 
rite interest. IIe confessed he would have liked the bill better 
if the township granted was to be given outa section ata tim», 
as. it was reclaimed and brought into cultivation, but he was 
gratified. to vote for the bill asitwas. The grant, however, was 
not without some consideration, and a valuable one, for it 
all important to encourage the settlement of a white populaiinn 
in a region that was. now the hiding place of the wild Indian, 
The expense of the very medicine consumed by our soldiers, 
who were-employed in the sickly swamps of Morida, would 
amount.to infinitely more than the real value of the township 
that was tobe granted. t 

Mr. LINN returned his thanks to his excellent friend from 
Arkansas, for the able manner in which he had come to the 
rescue. But hisiriend was mistaken in one thing. His objec. 
tion was already provided against inthe bill. By it Doctor Per- 
rine would not get a patent for.an acre, till he satisfied the Go. 
vernment that he had settled on it, and got it in cultivation. 


The rcason why Doctor Perrine wanted the whole township _ 


how was, hecanse it might be ten or fifteen years before the Go. 
vernment would think it worth while to survey such valueless 
lands, Mr. L. here stated the serviece of Doctor Perrine, and 
the trouble and ditficalties he encountered in procuring valuable 
sand plants; and there never was, in his opinion, a more 

ritorious claim than that now presented to the consideration 
of Congress, What was the return to be made him, and what 
did the bill propose to give him? Why, tens and bogs, and man- 
grove thickets, that every body who knew any thing about it said 
Wore utterly worthless. There was no ignorance on the srub- 
ject; yeography, history, and every thing else tella you that 
Southern Florida is nothing but pestilential swamps ‘and im- 
penetrable thickets, infested by every species of noxious reptile 
and wild beast, Ifgendemen entertained euch strong consti- 
tutional objections, why did they not urge them yesterday, when 
the bill was susceptible of amendment? They might have re- 
quired payment of the lands, and have asked twenty-five cents 
an acre, oF some small consideration, to prevent the grant from 
being an absolute donation: butto attack the bill now, when it 
contd not be amended, was something like a purpose to de- 
stroy it, As his. friend from Arkansas observed, it was but 
Jntoly that the agricylenral interest had any attention paid to it 
iu either Mouse of Congress; and it would not be his fault if 
more attention was not paid to it in future. 

Mr. NILES made some remarks in opposition to the biil in 
its presant shape; when 

Mr KING wished w state to his friend from Missouri, that ag 
the hill stood, Be contd not vote for it, He did not think that it was 
well worded, ard therefore sugzested to his friend to mave to re- 
commit it, with a view of its being broughtia again in a more 
perfect shape, - 

Mr. LINN declined recommitting the bill, and expressed the 
hope that it would pass asit was. 

‘Che question was then taken, and che bill was ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading---yeas 26, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ken 
tucky, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Lumpkin, MeKean, 
Merrick, Menton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Tndiana 
Southard, Tallmadge, Trotter, Wall, Webster, and Young—26. 

NAYS-—-Mosare. Alien, Clay of Alabama, Habbard, King, 
Morrie Niles, Pierce, Strange, Tipton, White, and Williams— 


After the consideration of Execative business, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
¥ WEDNESDAY, June 13, 1838, 

Petitions were, on leave, presented by Mr, INGHAM of Con- 
necticut me GARLAND of Louisiana; and Mr. HOWARD of 
Maryland. 

Mr, HARLAN, from the Conimittes on Private Land Claims, 
reported ajoint resolution in favor of Mary Shepherd and the 
other heirs of Captain Frederick M. Bell, deceased; which wag 
ordered to a third reading to-day. i 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, from the mme committee, 
made a minority report on Senate bill giving effect to the Sth are 
ticle of the treaty of I815 with Spain; which was committed to 
the same Committee of the Whole having charge of the hill. 

Mv. Mel AY, from the Committee on Military Afairs, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to settle the construc. 
tion of the act regulating the pay of paymasters in the army of 
the United States. á 

Mr. McK. also reported, with an amendment, Senate bill for 
the relief of the heirs of General Wiliam Eaton, 


Mr. McK. also reported a joint resolution authorizing the au- 


thorities of the city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, to re- 
open certain streets that had been enclosed by the construction 
of the works of Fort Wayne; which was read twice: 

Mr. OWENS then appealed to the indulgence of the House to 
act upon this resolution at once. It was, he said, of very great 
importance fo some valuable improvements contemplated, and 
now in course of progress, by the city of Savannah. The pro- 
perty through which these enclosed streets passed had been 
conveyed to the United States for the purpose of erecting the 
fort; but that work having been altogether abandoned, the pro- 
perty was of no use whatever to the Government, but would be 
of great advantage to the city, as well as ta the United States 


itself, from the impravementg that weuld be made upen.it. - 


ng to 


He, therefore, hoped the House would assent to his motion, and 
he moved the engrossmentof the resolution. =. 

The House did assent, nem. diss. and the resolution was or- 
dered to be read a third time this day on further motion of Mr. 


OWENS - 
: . EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee. on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was concurred in: 

Whereas, the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whieh was re. 
ferred copies of letters, documents, and communications, called 
tor by a resolution ofthe House of Representatives of the 7th of 
December last, in relation to the delay of the sailing of the Ex- 
plering Expedition, with instructions to investigate the causes 
of delay, etc. have selected such parts thervof, asin their judg: 
ment may be material in such investigation. Therefore, g 
` Resolved, That the Clerk cause the same to be arranged in 
chronological order, with an index {designating the name of the 
author of each naper, and of the person to whom itis addressed, 
with its date; and whenthe same shall be so arranged and pre- 
pared, ine is required to cause the usual number of cupiesto be 

rinted, 
p Resolved, further, Thatthe Clerk cause the remainder of 
said copies, the same having heen rejected by the said commit- 
tee as unnecessary to be printed, to be in like manner arranged, 
indexed, and bound, and preserved among the documents of the 


House. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS PRIOR TO 1800, 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported a resolution proposing to set apart Satureay next, after 
Ji clock, for the consideration of the French spoliation bill, 

Me. DROMGOOLE moved to Jay it on the table, but subse. 
quently withdrew the motion, and the resolution was rejected 


withouta division. : 

. Rea PEACE. SOCIETIES. : 

Mr. LEGARE, from the’same committee, madea report on 
the subject of a number of memorials referred to that commit 
lee from the Peace Society of New York and others. 

Mr. HOWARD, under mstructions of: thè committee, moved 
to print 10,000 extra copies of this report. 

Mr. PETRIKLN objecting to this motion-— 

Mr. WOWARD moved asuspension ofthe rule; which was 
agreed to--ayes 101, noes not counted. 

Mr. CUSHING concurred in the motion to print, as well ss in 
the ability of the report aga Bale paper, Dut without assenting 


to all its views. 
TEXAS, 

Mr. DROMGOOLKE, from the same committee, made the 
following report; which was read: 

The cormmittee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred 
sundry Executive communications, and resolutions of State 
Legislatures, together with numerons petitons and memorials 
relating to the annexation of Texas to the United States, pre- 
sented at the late and present sessions of Congress, report: 

That there is now no propi wm pending in this House 
cither for the admission of the Republic of Sexas as a State, 
into the Union, or for its territorial annexation to the United 
States. 

The committee do not deem it advisable to recommend any 
action on the part of the House of Representatives culculated 
to prejudge any such proposition, should it hereafter be for- 
mally submited. for decision, or to forestal public sentiment in 
relation thereto. In consideration. whereof, the following roso- 
lution is reported: 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Foreign Affaira be dis: - 
charged from the further consideration of the whole subject, 
and that all the papers relating thereto, and tu them referred, 
be laid on the table. t : 

Mr. CUSHING called for a division of tho question, so that 
it might be taken ‘first upon that clausa of the report which 
proposed to.discharge the Committee on Foreign Affairs, He 
dissented from the report, and intended, before he sat down, to 
move a recommitinent, witha. view to have the subject more 
deliberately and argunientatively presented to the House. It 
was due to the country and the subject. The preamble says 
there is no proposition before the House. This nught, in strict 
technical parliamentary language, be correct,asthere was no mo- 
tion or resolution pending in the House for the annexation of Tex- 
as; but Mr. C. denied that this wasin substance correct. Three 
States ofthe Union, Tennessee; Alabama. and Mississippi, have 
passed resolutions in favor of the admission of Texas into the 

Jnion ; and of two of the States, at least, the resolutions have 
been presented here, and are in the possession of the House. 
In addition to which, Texas herself had directly applied to the 
United States for admission. This propositicn was pending 
now, and in force, and was not, (asthe late report of the Secre. 
tary of State would seem to intimate,) withdrawn from the 
cognizance of this Government? 

By the latest inteiligence from Texas, the Senate of that Re- 
public had distiacily refused to withdraw the application, 
Some gentlemen right think that this proposition was within 
the cognizance ofthe Executive only, ag in the first instance; 
but he maintained the contrary most posilively, Congress, the 
House, the people of the United States, were’ under no obligas 
ton to wait, in such a mattar, for the initiation of the Executive 
in regard to it, The representatives of the people have the 
same power and right to act upon itie the initiation. Te might 
not he disposed to do right. It was the duty of the House to 
see (o the rights and interests of the people upon this vital ques- 
tion, The Constitution does not give to the Executive any 
power tc admit new States. It is for Congress t do it so-far as 
power resides any where. Let Congress, let the House, speak, 
and speak out to the country and the world. Furthermore, three 
of the States, Ghio, Michigan, and, Massachusetts, have sent 
here resolutions solemnly remonstrating against the annexation 
of Texas, It was due to those three Staies, also, to express an 
opinion promptly upon the subject. It was due to thousands 
upon thousands of petitioners, whosé. petitions on this subject 
load the table, to express an opinion. They ask it; they des 
mand it; they havea right toit. How long is this House to fold 
itself in the mantle of its dignity; covering itself up in dullness; 
refusing to utter its opinion; suppressing opinion and debate; 
disdaining, as 11 were, to treat the people fairly, in the light of 
day, manfully and honestly, as becomes. their representatives? 

r. C, fasisteg upon the duty of the commiites to make a, 


450 


full argumentative report. 
the merits of the-question. £ 
of order, and he had no disposition on this or any other ques- 
tion to debate out of order; and he had therefore confined him- 
self strictly and rigidly to the question eet rd ending. 
He desired tosee a fall report upon the subject, and therefore 
he submitted the following motion: t 

That the report and accompanying papers be recommitted to 
the same committee, with instructisns to make a report thereon 
in full as to the merits of the questions presented by the resolu- 
tions of the Legislatures of the several States of Tennessee, 
Alabama, Michigan, Ohio, and Massachusetth, and of the va- 
rious petitions before the House, on the subject of Texas. 

Mr. CARTER took the converse ground, that there was no 
direct question of the annexation of Texas before the House. 
Whatever question there was, was a mere incidental one, 
and the committee had pursued a most prudential course, for 
which he. highly commended them. x 

Mr. ADAMS propounded an inguiry to Mr. DRroMmaooLkE, 
whether the committee had read the petitions. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was understood to deny the right or 
propriety of Mr. Apams to put such a question. The com- 
mittee had made a report, and the country could judge of it. 
He would not submit to be interrogated in such a manner. 

Mr. PICKENS was in favor’ of Mr.. Cusuine’s motion, 
though for. different reasons. ~ He desired to meet the issue 
tendered, ant to have some definite action recommended; es- 
pecially as they were told at the Jate session, that the North 
would prefer a. dissolution’ of the Uniun.to an annexation of 
Texas, The question ought to be met at once, for if the 
United States did not acquire that influence in Texas, Great 
Britain would, - : 

Mr. CUSITMAN held that such a proposition should come 
from the-Texan Republic itself; but there was none such be- 
fore the [ouse, and. in order to puta stop to this discussion, he 
demanded the previous question. ` : 

Mr, ADAMS begged the gentleman to withdraw it, if only for 
the purpose of affording time for an answer to his argument. 

Mr, CUSHMAN declined; but the House refused to second 
it—ayes 74, nays 8). 

Mr. HOWARD then obtained the floor, but gave way to Mr. 
GARLAND of Louisiana, on whose motion the House passed 
to the orders of the day. 

PREEMPTION BILL. 

The House then went into Committee -of the Whole on the 
Union, Mr. CRAIG in the Chair, and. resumed the considera- 
tion of the “bill granting pre-emption rights to settlers on the 

ublic lands,” the question being on the amendment of Mr. 
LINCOLN, as modified, by engrafting thereon the amendment 
of Mr. UnpERwoop, as before given. é : 

Mr, CHAPMAN, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the Mouse at length in an earnest support of the pre-emption 
system, and in a full reply to the objections urged against tt. 

Mr, PRENTISS, of peal hy followed on the same side, 

Nr. ROBERTSON proceeded to oppose the bill, and: the 
policy involved in it; and had not conch 
took {ïs daily recess, n 


“He would not undertake to discuss 


uded when the House 
Ae 


ARTERNOON SESSION. 


Pursuant to the order, the House met at half past three o’clock, 
and went ‘again into Commitiee of the Whole, upon the pre- 
emption rights bill. i t a 

Mr. ROBERTSON concluded his remarks in opposition to 


the bill, : 

Mr, CUSHING followed in support of the bill, and argued at 
length upon the abstract questions of rights of property; and up- 
on the practical wisdom and necessity of the law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made some explanation of his remarka 
on a former day, and urged some further objections to some of 
the provisions of the bill. 

t. GARLAND spoke ‘at length in favor of his proposed 
amendmeat, and in favor of the vrinciple of granting pre-emp- 
tion rights. After proceeding some time, he gave way to 

Mr. EVANS, who moved that the committee rise, which mo- 
tion was decided in the negative—ayes 58, noes 70. 

Mr. GARLAND resumed his remarks, aod went more par- 
ticularly into an examination of the 
contrasted with the amendment he had.offered, 

Mr. SNYDER proposed the following proviso: 

Provided, however. That no person who has settled, occu- 
pied, or cultivated any portion of such quarter section, under a 
previous settler, and by his permission, shall be allowed to 
avail himself ofany such division of a quarter section. 

Vhich motion was-decided in the negative. 

‘rhe question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
LINCOLN, as modified by the amendment of Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, which wag rejected: ayes 47, noes 69-—not a quorum, 

Some discussion ensued as to the best mode of proceeding, 
there being evidently a qaorum present. . 

My. LINCOLN explained that the amendment pending was 
the amendment of Mr. UNDERWOOD, as moditied by his 
euggestion. i y k 

Mr, BELL proposed that the question upon these amend- 
ments be taken pro forma, with -a view that the questions 
should be deliberately taken in the Houssa to-morrow; and 
that the bill should be taken out of the committee to-night. 

This course meeting the assent of the House, amendments 
were offered, pro forma, by Messrs. MAY and LINCOLN. 

Mr. LEWIS submitted an amendment providing for the 
claims of those who lost their claims under the Choctaw treaty, 
but after considerable discussion on the point, it was ruled ont 
of order, on the gronnd of its being in substance the same as a 
bil} already before the House: . 

Mr. BRIGGS asked if amendments could not be offered in the 
House to-morrow. $ 
The CHAIR replied that they.could be without doubt. | 

Mr. CASEY then said he hoped the committee would rise, 
and he knew it tobe the disposition of the friends of the bill to 
devote the whole of the day to morrow to the subject. He 
moved that the committee rise and report the hill. 

Somefconversation ensued; after which, 

Mr. BRIGGS renewed the motion to rise and report the bill. 

The question was taken on the amendments proposed by Mr. 
GARLAND and Mr, LOOMIS, and they were both rejected 
pro forma. 2 y 

The committee then rose and reported the bill, with the 
amendments, ; 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
fromthe Commissioner of the General Land Office, with a re- 
port of the quantity ‘of land required to satisfy outstanding 


rovisions of the bill, as 


He was conscious it would be out + 


à 


military bounty land warrants granted by Virginia; which, on 
motion of Mr. MERCER, was laid on the table. ie oe 

The following resolutions were submitted on leave: 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY; -` - 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be. instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of Providing by law for the pay- 
ment of horses and equipage that have heen turned over the 
officers of the United States, by mounted volunteers, who have 
served in Florida, ~> 0.7. ae 

On motion of Mr. WORD, ° 2 |. PhS 

Resolved, That the Committes on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire. into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Yott, in. the county of ‘Lafayette, in the 


-State of Mississippi va Chulahomo, in Marshall county, Han- 


cocks, Labroua, and Hernando, in De Soto county, to Memphis, 
in the State of Tennessee. © 4 Rees 

Ona motion, ” 5 . an 
- The House adjourned, at halfpast 8 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, June 13,1838, 


. Mr ALLEN presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
German township, in Harrison county, Ohio, setting forth 
their utter detestation of the practice of duelling, and asking the 
passage of a law disqualifying all persons from office, who 
may, in-any manner, have heen participants ina duel. 

Mr. A. said, as this subject. had already received the action 


‘of the Senate, he would move its reception, and that it be laid 


on the table. ; g < 
„Mr. LINN presented the petition of Martin W. Smith, asking 
the survey of a route for a railroad from Lake Michigan to- 


` Ðu Buque : referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr, ROBERTSON,’ from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which had been referred House bill for the 
relief of William Ferguson and sureties, reported the same 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, made a re- 
port on the following bills received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives; 

The bill for the retiefof Josiah Clark; 

The bill for the reef of Charles Coffin; 

Which were reported without amendment, and their passage 
recommended. ` x: ; : ` 

The biil for the relief of William Dawes; 

Tho ill for the relief of Robert McBride; 

The bill for the relief of Conrad Shroff; 

The vill for the relief of Gillett S. Fisk; 

The bill for the relief of George Bushly; 

The bill for the relief of John Weaver; 

Che dill for the relief of Wealthy Baker; . 

The bill for the réliet of Randolph Carter; 

The bill for the relief James H.. Bradford; 


The bill for the relief of John F, Wiley; i s 


'The bill for the relief of David Wilson; 

The bill for the reiiefof Rocert Lucas; -, 

The bill for the relief of George McFadden; 

The bill for the reliefof Jacob Shade; ae: 

Were unfavorably reported on. H 

Mr. KING presented certain documents in relation to the 
claim of Sandy Walker; which were referred to the Committee 
on Claims 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, ; f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform 
the Senate whether any and if any what steps have heen’ taken 
to carry into effect the object ofthe resolutions of the Senate of 
the 2Ist May, 1836, requesting the Executive of the United 
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States to exchange lands southwest of the Missouri river for | 


lands owned by the Pottawatomies and other Indians. 

nea TIPTON also submitted fhe following, which was 

agreed to: PE: : . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation to defray 
the expenses necessarily incurred and remaining unsatisfied in 
negotiations with the Miarai Indians for a cession of their lands 
in Indiana. : 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should to-morrow morn- 
ing call up Mr. WruLrams’s motion for leave to bring in a bill 
for ajoint British and American commission of exploration and 
survey, to determine on the northeastera boundary of the Uni- 
ted States, in accordance with the treaty cf 1783, which motion 
had, on Mr. W’s desire, been laid on the table. Mr. W. gave 
this notice merely that Senators might have before them the 
two maps ofthe country in question, recently printed by order 
of the Senate, without which the details of the subject could not 
be well understood, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee.on Public 
Landa, to which had been referred the bill granting land to the 
Territory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of making a canal, to 
open the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock river, 
reported the same with the amendnient received froin the 
House. and moved aconcurrence therein; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on. Finance, to which 
had been referred the House bill making an appropriation for 
certain public buildings in the Territory of Wisconsin, report- 
ed the same with an amendment; which amendment was agreed 
ta, and the bill passed. j 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
House bili for the reliefof Thomas Parsons, without amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the bill making further | 


provision for the collection of the public revenue. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay this bill on the table, at least 
until the subject which had emanated from the committee had 
been disposed af. k : 

Me WEBSTER having acquiesced, the bill was laid on the 
table. $ : 3 ; 

Mr. MORRIS gave notice that he would move to set apart 
Monday next for the purpose of acling on the pension bills re- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, which had been fa- 
vorably reported on in the Senate. - 

The bill for the benefit of the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad Company, in the State of Indiana, was then 
taken up. s 

Mr. SEVIER said, with a view to meet the objections of all 
parties, he moved the following amendment: ` 

“That there be, and the same is hereby, grated to the State 
of Indiana, each alternate sec ion or fractional section of the 
unappropriated public land which lies dh both sides of the New 
Albany and Mount Carmel railroad, and between New Atbany, 
on the Ohio, and the Wabash river, all in said State of Indiana, 


' it anew, as was.the case in the present 


for the purpose ofaiding in the-construction ‘of the ew: Alba 
and Mount Carmel railroad; and it shall ‘be the duty of the 
President, so soon as the lands thus granted shall be" designated, - 


to cause patenis te issue for the same to the State of Indiana. 57 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that it would ve: better:to 


lay the bill, on- the table, with a Wew that the amendment be... 


printed. AR 
_ Mr. SEVIER wishèd-an ‘immediate ‘action: dh the measure.. 
Mr. ALLEN did notlike the amendment, though’ fiery: to 


the proposition, and-was willing to give.a grant to the State for: 


the purpose of makingthat road, men i 
. Mr. KING., made a few remarks against the. amendmen 


E 
when the bill was laid ou the table, and the. amendment ordered: f 


to be printed. N E ee k: 

Mr, MORRIS then moved`to takelup. the resolution sub: . 
mitted by him some days since, in relation to-the adjournment 
-of the session from the 2d July next until the second Monday 
in November. F E a as 

Mr. M. stated the object‘he had in view, which was'to facili-. 
tate the public business. Ifthe measure were adopted by bath 
houses, the business left unfinished could then.be taken up from ` 
where it was left at the adjournment, instead of commencing 
mode. 

Mr. KING suggested that it lie over a day ortwo, when’ . 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew hismotion, © $ j 

The special order ofthe day was called, when the bill for the `. 
relief ef Major-Genera) Alexander McComb was read. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had a kind of tacit understanding 
with the Senator who reported the bill, that a day’s notice 
should be given. . He would be ready in the morning. \ = 

Mr. NORVELL expressed a desire that the. bill shioild be 
definitely acted on at once, in order, that the General might 
‘know his fate in relation to it. Mis , eee o. 

Mr. SEVIER said he should move its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied to Mr. Bycnanan,. that it was not 
his motion on which thé bill was taken up, but intimatehis 
Wish that it should be taken up on fo-morrow and disposed. of, 
which was assented to. E pee : i a 

i a GENERAL ORDERS. om 

The bill to set aparta belt of land on the ‘western. borders of 
the States of Missouri and Arkansas, zs bounty lands,:to be 
granted to settlers engaged for a term of yeatsin the defence of 
the frontier, : : Deus EENE antec 

Mr. TALLMADGE desired to hear the. object: of this. bill. ex- 
plained; when. > |. Per $ ‘ + 


Mr. FULTON rose, and explained:the bill at length. . oe 
Mr. STRANGE opposed it:with some zeal, and the’ bill was 
further debated untilnear4o’clock; Messrs. FULTON, LINN, . 

“CLAY of Alabima, and SEVIER advocating, and, Messrs, 
STRANGE, DAVIS, PRENTISS, and NILES ‘opposing it... 

_. Mr. SEVIER offered the following amendment, to. be added 
to the end ofthe proyiso, in the seventh section of the bill, yiz: . 
“Or to embrace any improved or occupied. tract of land, or 
to affect any vacant tract of land, now or hereafter, which any’ 
person may choose to purchase or enter.” aea 
Which amendment being adopted, the question then wasup- 
on the engrossinent of the hill, which question was taken by. 
yeas and nays, and decided’ in the negative—ayes 10, nays 
as follows: a B i en 
YEAS:—Messrs, Benton, Clay- of Alabama, Fulton, Linn, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, and Smith of 
Indiana—10. è STe i So oe 
NAYS—Messers. Alen, Bajari, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton; Davis, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Niles, Norvell], Prentiss, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Strange, Talmadge, Trotter, - 


Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—28". 
The Senate-then went: into the consideration of Executive 
business, and afterwards adjourned. | 7 sai j 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Jane 14, 1833. SA 
Mr. ©: H. WILLIAMS moved to take up the 
resolution of Mr, Buon to fix the period of the ad- | 
journment of the present session of Congress, 
Objection being made, Mr.. W. moved a suspen: 
sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas.and. nays; 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 82, nays 55. 
So the House refused to take up the resolution - 


“for consideration. . 


Mr. FOTTS moved to print 2,000 extra copies 
of the report of the Se.retary of the Navy on the 
Exploring. Expedition. that i 

Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting. of citizens of Pennsyl-. 
vania onthe Sub-Treasury bill. 

Mr. CARTER renewed his motion to make cer- 
tain pension. bills (as given in Monday night's 
Globe)-the special order for Tuesday next. 

. Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a sospens ' 
sion of the rules. an 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were-—yeas 88, nays 8i. 
not being two-thirds the motion was disagreed ‘to. 

© TEXAS. ayes. 

The House resumed the consideration of the. re- 
port of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on. the 
subject of the annexation of Texas, with the mo- 
tion of Mr. CUSHING to recommitthe report with 
instructions, (as printed in yesterday’s Globe. ). 

Mr. THOMPSON now: moved the following as 
a further amendment: a f eee 

“With instructions to report a joint resolution 
directing the President to take the necessary steps 
for the annexation of Texas to the United States as 
soon as it can be done. consistently. with the. treaty 
stipulations. of this Government.” ` : 
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Mr. HOWARD remarked that, since yesterday, 
it would be perceived the question had undergone a 
total change. Then, the question was whether a 
proposition was before this Government coming 
from Texas for annexation; now, it was proposed 
for us to make an application to that Republic. 

Mr. H. then went on for a few minutes till the 
expiration of the morning hour, when the orders of 
the day were called for. 

The joint resolution in favor of the authorities of 
the city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, and 
the bill to authorize the issuing of land warrants in 
certain cases, were severally read the third time and 
passed. ; 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 
- The “bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlerson 
the public lands” was then taken up. 

This bill had been reported to the House, from 
the Committee of the Whole, last night, with sun- 
dry amendments, the first of which was the one to 
exclude from the operation of the bill the lands 
lately acquired by treaty with the Miami tribe of 
Indians, in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. LINCOLN then renewed the following 
amendment proposed by him in committee: 

In line thirty-first, after the word States, add— 
“or toany sections, or fractions of sections, of 
lands included within the location of any incorpo- 
rated town, or to the alternate sections to other al- 
ternate sections granted to the use of any canal, 
railroad, or other public improvement on the route 
of such canal, railroad, or other public improve- 
ment, orto any portions of public lands, surveyed 
or otherwise, which have been actually selected as 
sites far cities or towns, lotted into smaller quanti- 
ties than eighty acres, and settled upon and occu- 
pied for the purposes of trade, and not of agricultu- 
ral cultivation and improvement.” 

Mr. L. proceeded to advocate his amendment, 
and demonstrated the necessity of its adoption 
from, among other reasons, the speculating attempt 
lately made by a bill in relation to Southport, in 
the Territory of- Wisconsin. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri opposed the 
amendment, as inexpedient and unnecessary, the 
effect of which would be to encumber ànd embar- 
rass the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky advocated the 
principle of a prospective pre-emption law, rather 
than the practice of retrospective laws passed every 
lwo years. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana advocated 
amendment. 

Mr. CRARY was understood to oppose the 
amendment, unless it was modified. 

Mr. LYON informed the House that the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office had ruled 
that the principles of the system applied only to 
agricultural settlements. i 

Mr. CRARY farther opposed the amendment, 
as it was, in effect, taxing the labor of the citizens 
for the benefit of the Government. Mr. ©. also 
replied to the objection of Mr, Linconn on the 
Southport bill. i 

Mr. BOON appealed to Mr. Lixcorn to wih- 
draw his amendment for the present, to permit the 
question to be first taken on the amendment in re- 
ferenee to the Miami reserve. 

Mr. GOODE caused an amendment to be read, 


the 


which he notified the House it was his intention to | 


move, in reference to the Miami Canal lands, in 
the State of Ohio. He asked the mover of the pend- 
ing one to accept it. 

Mr. LINCOLN declined, for the obvious ground 
that it c»nflicted with his own. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST replied to Mr. Crary, and 
contested the point that the waste or public lands, 
selected for the public lands, were only made valua- 
ble by the labor and enterprise of the settlers, be- 
cause they selected them for their natural advan- 
tages. ` 5 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
as amended on motion of Mr. Linco.n, which was 
further modified by him, was then agreed to. 

The question. then recurred on the following 
amendment of Mr. LINCOLN: 

To ‘insert in the. 26th line, after the words 
United States, and upon the third proviso in 
said bill, the. following words: ‘nor shal! the be- 


nefit of this act extend to any person who has be- 
fore availed himself of a pre-emption right to the 
entry of any of the public lands and acquired a 
title thereto by reason of such entry.” 

Mr. HARRISON asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon; which were ordered : 

Mr. EWING renewed his amendment to give 
the State of Indiana the pre-emption right to the 
lands acquired by the late Miami treaty. 

Mr. SHIELDS contended that the amendment 
was not then in order, upon the pending one, and 
the Cuaig, (temporarily occupied by Mr. Connor,) 
coincided in that opinion, and ruled it out. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, opposed the pending 
amendment, but moved another, providing that no 
person who secured titles under this bill should be 
entitled hereafter, dc. 

The CHAIR ruled this amendment to be, also, 
out of order. 

Mr. YELL opposed the pending amendment; 
and though he should vote for the bill if it was 
adopted, yet he should do so with much reluctance: 
for it would bear very hard upon his constituents, 
as. they were recént settlers, since the passage of 
the last act. He could see no reason why it should 
be engrafted on: this bill, when no such provision 
was to be found inthe former one. Mr. Y. also 
advocated the original bill with much earnestness, 
but avowed his readiness to go for any and ‘every 
amendment which would protect the rights of the 
settlers, and prevent the perpetration of fraud. 

Mr. SHIELDS, also, opposed the amendment. 

Mr. LINCOLN advocated the justice of its 
adoption. 

Mr. SNYDER opposed it, and went into a va- 
riety of details, showing how injuriously it would 
Operate upon a most meritorious class of citizens. 

The amendmenthwas further opposed by Messrs. 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, POPE, MARVIN; 

And sxppotted by Messrs. HARLAN 
WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

When the hoar of 2 o'clock arrived, and the 
House took its daily recess, 


and 


LON. 


The question pending was the amendment of Mr, LINCOLN, 
before viven, to vestrict the benefits ef the biH tò those Who had 
not heretofore established a pre-emption title. 

Mr. ORARY, in opposition to this amendment, said he was 
Opposed to i onthe following groands: The lands of the Go- 
vernment, “ir treorparated tarns,) were exeluded from the 
operation of the pre-emption principle ly the original buL H 
was, therefore, unnecessary Co adopt this portion of the amend- 
ment. He was not disposed w give tothe Government the 
benefit of the labors and exertions of any of the peopte of the 
West, who have been so active and enterprising as to became 
the pioneers of the w nd thereby ob sain possession 
of sites for future cities and villas Whatever were the pro- 
sent value of those places, it had resulted mainly tram the ta. 
bors af those who had already setted upon or neat them. 

The Goverument bad done nothing to give that vigus, and it 
could not juatty claim the benefit oft He could recollect 
they would not sell at the Government prite. Six 
the whole of Chicogo could have heen purchased f ; 
consideration, Bight years ¢ auds along the fine of the 
HWinois canal were prized so low, that the + applied to this 
House toexchange large portions of hem) for lands more valu- 
able in the southern portion of the State, ‘They had since risen 
in value by the industry and enterprise of those who had taken 
up their residence in that part of the country. Tle was unwil- 
ling that the Government shor ake vati 
plated by the amendment, for the purpose of having 
given to them by the labor and toil of any portion of his consti 
(rents, AH former reservations had operated as a-tax upon 
the industry of those places where they were situated. In the 
case of Perrysburg, alluded to by the gendeman frum Mas 
chusetts, he had no donht it had retarded the growth of the 
place, besides prejadicing the interests of every person residing 
there. 

The gentleman froin Massachusetts had alluded to a bill re- 
jected hy the Committee on Pubbe Lands, for the improyment 
of the harbor at Southport. on lake Miel » Tie had ented 
itone of the greates speculations ever devised, Myr. C. could 
pot thus view iG H only set apart something like three hun- 
dred acrea of land for the purpose of constructing, not “a 
commercial wharf” wut a harbor for the protection af com 
merce. It could sat provea great speculation to those con- 
corned; but would be of essential service to the security ofthe 
lake navigation. Lake Michigan was now virtually without 
harbors. A vessel leaving Chicago must run two Auadred 
miles before she could find a port of safety in astorm. Tf any 
doubted the expediency of making more barbors on that Lake, 
or had any constitutional scruples on the subject, he hoped they 
would be removed: he knew they would be, if, they were only 
found upon its waters when a storm was raging there in its fary. 
1f this House could be placed on board one of our jake ves- 
sels on such an occasion, and the vote was then to be taken, 
there would be no negatives on a. bill for the Improvement of 
our harbors. The House had done great injustice to the com- 
merce of the lakes by neglecting te make appropriations for 
the improvement of harbors. That commerce was not to be 
estimated by the amount of tonnage entered at any one port, 


y 


but by the number of voyages made during a season. Thus 
estimated, it would approximate very nearly to the coasting 
tonnage of the Auianuc States... A large amount of our Aan 
tic tonnage was employed where we lately proposed to send 
our Exploring Expeduion, or where we had a navy costing us 
five millions yearly to protect it. If the pr tection of the lake 
commerce was unconstitutional, this navy was also unconsti- 
tutional. A navy was created to fight our battles upon the cea 
in time of war, and should be laid up in port ia time of peace, 
if commerce isto have no other protection than is furnished to 
it by natural means. You send your navy to the coasts of the 
Pacific to give relief to vessels in distress, and no one is trou: 
bled with constitutional scruples; but the moment we propose to 
give like relief by the improvement ofa harbor on the lakes, it 
is denounced as a violation of fundamental principles. With 
these remarks he would conclude with the hope that the 
amendment would not be adopted. 

Mr. WORD addressed the committee at some length, alsoin 
opposition to the amendment. E 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, then moved a call of the 
Honse, which was reʻused—ayes 40, noes not counted. 

The question was then taken on the amendinent, and it was 
concurred in—ayes.75, noes 73, 

The following amendment was then taken up, as reported by 
the Committee of the Whole, the question being on concurring 
therewith, i 

To strike ont “certain fractions of the public lands within tho 
land district of Palmyra, in the State of Missouri, which were 
reserved from saie in consequence of the surveys of Spanish 
and French grants, butare found to be without the lines of said 
grants,” and insert “certain fractions, or regular legal subdivi- 
sions of tie public lands, which have been reserved from sale 
in consequence of the filing of a claim to a French or Spanish 
grant or donation, which was found, or which hereafter may be 
found, on actual survey or location of such claim or claims, to 
beswithout the limits of said claim, or any other reservation, 
except as is herein before specified.” 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto a proviso, that each pre-emptioner should certity before 
the register that he-had settled his claim for his own sole use 
and benefit, and that no other person was interested in any 
way whatever, directly or indirectly, but that it was his bona 
Jide ‘intention te occupy and cultivate the same, with: certain 
penalties and forfeitures in purchase money, &c. in case of de- 
ception, 

Mr. WINTE, of Indiana, objected to this amendment as a 
most dangerous infraction npon the policy of land titles in tho, 
new Sua He would cheerfully consent to interpose any 
check against fraudulent pre-emption purchases, and was wil- 
ling, therefore, to support the provision moved by the gentle- 
man trom New York {Mr. Tiros] in Committee of the Whole, 
which required an atitdavit the entry was intended for the per- 
aonal use and benefit of the pre-emptor, and not with any pre- 
vions agreement or understanding to convey the land to a third 
person. ‘Lhe amendment of (he gentleman from Massachu- 
setis Mr. Brigas} will have the injurious tendency to restrict 
alienation, and to involve titles in perpetual uncertainty and 
doubt, Whatever stepsare taken should be preventive, but 
the patent of the Government when it issues ought to furnish 
conclusive cvidence of tite, and foreclose all lidgation. 

Mr. BRONSON said that he rose to advocate the principle 
contained in the amendment; that the general provisions of the 
amendment met his most hearty approval, and ke hoped they 
would meet with equal favor from ail the friends of the bill, 
among which he included himself; that he was strongly in fa- 
vor of ihe measure of pre-emption, so far as it goes to protect 
and benefit the actual bona fide and honest settier; that, for that 
class af persons he would go as faras any member en this 

feor, ‘The billnow under discussion, was, on the face of it, 
one for the benefit of that portion of our citizens, and it claing- 
fo be a measure for their protection and for their benefit 
a measure lo secre to them the just rewards of their 
toil, privations, and hardships. The whole course-of the de- 
hate had proceeded upon that ground, and the friends of the 
bili had not been understood as asking any thing beyond this. 
No person desired to make this jawa shield to protect and 
screen the speculator in his ill-gotten spoils, or aid him ta per- 
fect his schemes for engrossing the choice portions of the pub- 
fic domain. Atall events, Mr. B. said, that such an object, if 
any had it in view, should meet with no favor from him; and 
that, while he would go to the utmost extent to secure and pro- 
tect the actual and bona fide settler, he would, by every means 
that humaningenuilly could devise, confine the provisions of the 
bill to that object, and that alone; and in pursuance of these 
&, he would cheerfully support the amendment of the gen- 
teman trom Massachusetts, [Mr. Brices.] But, there was 
two or three objections to this amendment, Which he desired to 
point out to the House, and particularly to the gentleman who 
offered it, in the hope that he would modify itin such manner 
as lo remedy the defects which it contained, and make it satis: 
factory to himself, as well as many ether friends of the bill. 
{n the first place, the amendment provides that the affidavit to 
he made and filed by the pre-einpdoner, shall be made at the 
time of receiving his patent, and filed with the Commiss 
ortho General Land Office at Washisgton. This, sir, is 
ing an unnecessary and onerous duly upon the pre-emptioner, 
The provision should be, that he should make the affidavit at 
the time of claiming his pre-emption right, and at the time he 
pays his money and obtains his certificate of payment from the 

r of the land office in Which ‘the land lies; and the atli- 
hould be filed with the Register of the Jand office of such 
district; and the Register, if needful, may transmit it to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington. 

Another and more important objection to the amendment is, 
that ut provides thatany title acquired froma such pre-emptions 
in pursuance of previous agreement or contract, or, in other 
words, in violation of the provisions of that amendment, shall 
be absolutely vaid. This, sir, is a provision altogether toe 
broad, and might operate most injuriously and unjustly upon 
subsequent dona fide purchasers. It wouid lead to great insta- 
bility and uncertainty as to all titles obtained through pre- 
emptioners, aml be a fruitful source of litigation and trouble. 
The title should be void in the hands of any person purchasing 
from the pre-emptioner in pursuance of previous bargain or - 
contract, or with a knowledge of the fact that the law had 
been wilfully violated; butthe subsequent innocent and bona 
fide purchaser, for a valuable consideration, should be pro- 
tected. There should be a point in the transfer of the tide, 
beyond which litigation should cease. Now, sit, if the gentle- 
man wiil so modify his amendment as to provide that the title 
shall not be defeated in the hands of a subsequent done fide 


purchaser, it will render the amendment not only much more 
complete, but will, I believe, render it satisfactory to a large 
proportion of the friends of the bill. f , 

Mr. BRIGGS having modified the amendment. according-to 
the tion of Mr. Bronson; it was then further advocated 
y . LINCOLN and BRIGGS, and opposed by Messrs. 
LL, BOON, and JOHNBON of Louisiana. ye 
IUODE read the following, which he wished to move as 
endment, but it was decided not to be in order: 
d, That the right of pre-emption shall extend, under 
the provisions of this act, at-$2 50-per acre, to-all lands within 
the ait sections to the United States on the Miami, Wa- 
bash, and Erie canals, in tlie State- of Ohio, which have been 
settled on, occupied, and improved for the purposes of cultivà- 
tion, prior to the firsi day, of December; 1835, and which are 
still in the possession and occupationof the original settler, or 
his or her heirs at law, Rot amounting'to more than oné quarter 
seciion, and being all in one tracte - 

Mr. Q. said he should, when in order, ‘offer an amendment, 


to include a few meritorious cases of early settlers within those 
alternate sections, whose claims were meritorious : 
Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved the following: 
Resolved, Toat the bill entitled “An act to grant pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the public lands,” be referred to a select 
committee, to be composed of one member from each State, 
with instructions ta report- bill repealing all laws which direct 
the sale ofthe public land, erany part thereof, at public ‘auc- 
tion, and graduating the price of the public lands in such man- 
ner as tho committees may deem. reasonable, fixing different 
prices (cr ihe public.Jands, having respect to the periods of time 
they may remain unsold after being brought into market; and 
providing for the distribution of the nett proceeds of the sales 
ofthe public lands, or the lands themselves, among the several 
States, according to their Federal numbers, from and after such 


day ay the committee may deem proper: and providing for pre- 
e ns in favor of all the now bona fide se'tiers upon the 
pubic lands, witha view to secure homes for: themselves and 


families, and not to secure the lands for others; and to prevent 
settlements upon the public lands from ‘being’ made after the 
passage ofthis act, until the lands arc legaily entered and paid 
or. M i 

Mr. CASEY warmly opposed the recommitment of the bill 
with the instructions, He wished the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, LM:. Uxpurwoon,]} to state to the House the means he 
would wish Congress to adopt to prevent settlements on thë 
Government laad; that no such provision could, or would, or 
ought to be made, nor could it be carried into effect if made. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio begged: Mr. Unpgrwoop to withdraw 
hig motion, which he declined. . . 

Mr. MENEFEE then went at lengthinto an argument against 
a prospective systemi of pre-emption rights, which he called a 
system of plunder, to the injury and wrong of the old States, 
nates it could be property restricted and guarded. His argu- 
ment was 
land bill. : H 

Mr, BOON said Ke was not aware that the subject of the gen- 
tleman’s speech from Kentucky, [Mr. MENErEE,] was before 
the House. Fo had understood the question in order to be on 
the proposition of the géntleman’s colleague, {Mr - Unner- 
yoon] to recommitthe bill with certain instructions. But Mr. 
D. had. ever been-opposed to Mr.-Cuay’s land bill, and he 
thought it would be time enough to talk of distributing when 
it should be ascertained that there was sometiing to distribute. 
Upwards of twenty-eight millions of dollars had a short. time 
since been distributed among the States, and the effect pro- 
deced by the measure was a bankrupt Treasury. He was, 
therefore, apposed to any more distribution acts, at least until 
there should be a surplus in the Treasury to distribute. Mr. B. 
said he was of opinion that the bill under consideration was 
then in a shape as acceptable to its friends as it would be by 
farther amendment, and he would therefore move the “pre- 
vious quesiion;” buton request, subsequeatly withdrew the 


generally ia. favor of the principle of Mr. Cray’s 


motion. ; 
Mr, WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked for the yeas and 
nays en Mr. UNDERWOOD’ s motion; which were ordered. 
Mr, CUSHMAN then renewed the demand for the 
question, which was not secouded—ayes 86, noes 98. 
The question on recommitment was then taken, and decided 
in the negative~—yees 79, nays 123, as follows: s 
YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, 
Bond, Briggs, William B Calhonn, John Cathoon, Chambers, 
Chiids, Clowney, Connor, Dariington, Dawson, Davies, Deber- 
ry, Donnis. Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Teicher Filmore, Goode, James Graham, Graves, Grennell. 
Griffia, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoff- 
nian, Hopkins, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Sam- 
, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Tontgomery, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, 
$ lips, Potts, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, 
ason, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Sheppeid, Charles 
ward, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley. Stratton, Thomp- 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, John White, Lewis Wil- 
s, and Yorke—79. 
AYS—Messrs, Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
ws, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, . Bicknell, Birdsail, 
Boon, Borden, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambreleng, John Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, 
Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, 
DsGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 
oster, Gallup, Rice Garland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, 
Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holsey, Howard, 
Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thoraas B; Jackson, Jabez Jackson, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, 
N, Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loo- 
mis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Noble, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Pennybacker, Pe- 
triken, Pheips, Plumer. Pope, Potter, Pratt, John TE. Pren- 
tiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Richardson, Ridg- 
way, Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Spyder, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Van- 
dervecr, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Disha 
Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whitesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared 
W., Williams, Christopher H. Williams, ,Word, Worthingtoe, 
and Yell—123, 
Bo the motion was decided in the negative, 
The question then recurred on Mr. Batcas'’s amendnacnt. 
Mr. CASEY opposed the amendment with great earnestness. 
He was in favor of the bill and believed that, 
gught to pasa, 


previous 


ee 


y in good faith, it 
it would greatly promote the interest of a large 


and worthy and very meritorious class of citizensa Chass of- 
citizens in every way deserving the liberality, er, at least, the jus- | 
tice, of the National Legislature. . He wished the bill to pass, . 
but feared the long speeches of its friends would jeopardize its 
passage; but, above all, he dreaded and deprecated this flood of- 
amendments that was flowing on the bill from all.quarters, by 
friends and foes, to most of which he had*objected,-but,.above 
all, he objected to the one then under consideration. He object- 
ed to it upon the ground that it would render-uhcertain, unsafe, 
and insecure land tides acquired under it. He was-willing evé- 
ry possible guard should be thrown around the. bill to prevent 
fraud in acquiring titles to land. Punish the individual who, to 
avail himself of the act, should swear falsely-——punish him with 
fine and imprisonmentif you please, or any other piinishment or; 
disqualification, but never, by your Jegis!ation, unsettle, oF rep- 
der uncertain or insecure, his land ttle. Amidst the oft repeated 
complaints made to'the land. system of the Federal Government 
by the people of the new States, they always applauded it for 
one thing—the title to their jand was good, no uncertainty in'tlie ~ 
tide, no lawsuits about land titles; but he predicted that, if this 
amendment prevailed, there would be more land litigation and 
lawsuits in the new States in the next five years than had been, 
under the present system, in the last fifty. years, or since the or- 
ganization of the present land system, going, as it proposed-to > 
do, behind the patent, ` : exit Se, 7 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to— 
yeas 113, nays 85. a N 

Mr. BELL, uuder instructions from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, moved an.amendment excepting, or suspending till the 
claims were acted upon, the-Choctaw reservations under the 
treaty of Dancing Rahit Creek. 

Tae amendment was sustained by Messrs. BELL and PEN- 
NYCACKER, and opposed by Mr: PRENTISS; when it was 
agreed to,-withouta division, 

r. MAY proposed the following as a new section. 

Src. . And be tt further enacted, That any person, being 
the head of a family; who now is settled on, or-who shall here- 
after settle on, any of the public lands of the United States, and 4 
who shall continue to reside on and cultivate: the same for 
the period of twelve months, shall, upon making proof thereof, 
according to the provisions of this act, be entitied to a right of 
pre-emption tu one quarter section. 

r. M. asked for the yeas and nays on the proposition 
which were ordered. . 


Mr, POTTS moved that the Honse adjourn: lost, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. 

The CHAIR being called upon to state the question, replied, 
that the last amendment of the ‘Committee of the Whole (as 
given above) not having been concurred in, all the amendments 
to that which had been agreed to, would necessarily be cutoff, | 
should the previous question. be sustaitied. : 

The House, however, refused to. second it, only 52 passing 
throughthetellers. |, -> ; i wey 

Mr. POPE then suggested a modification to Mr. May’s 
amendment, soas to provide that all the terms, restrictions, 
and limitations.of the bill should have an equal application in 
the proposed section, which Mr. M. accepted, Se 

Mr. MAY’S amendment was rejected—yeas 52, nays 130. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio then proposed the following amend- 
ment: j 5 : 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the public faith 
shall not by any thing in this’act contained, or by the passage 
thereof, be considered as thereby pledged, cither. directiy or 
by implication, that Congress will or ought hereafter. to .renew 
the same, or any other act, granting pre-emption rights.to cep 
tlars On the public tands, who may, contrary to law, setle 
thereon from and after the first day of December, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven. > 

Mr. HARRISON of Misaouri said that, though thé amend. 
ment of the committee now pending was introduced by himself, | 
and though it affected his constituents, yetrather than longerto 
delay the bill; and jeopardise it, perhaps, altogether, he would 
himself demand the previous question, ; h 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky tben moved to lay the bill on 
the table, but it was lost without a division. 

The House refused to second the demand for the previous 

uestion, only 60 voting for it. . i 

Mr. MASON’S amendment was then disagreed to without a 
division: 
. The amendment.of the Committee of the Whole; as amended 
by the various propositions agreed to, was then concurred to. 

Mr. BOON then demanded the previous question; which was * 
seconded by the Fiouse—ayes 95,-noes 48, and the main: ques- 
tion was ordered without a division. ` 

The main question was on ordering the b'li to a third read- 
ing, and thereon Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina, and Mr. 
MONTGOMERY of North Carolina, simultaneously asked for 
she yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were, yeas 132, nays 


Aycrigg, Banks, Bon‘, Briggs, Wiliam B. Calhoun, 
Campbell, Chambers, Ciowney, Connor, Corwin, Dav 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Elmore, Evans, Everett, E 
Richart Fletcher, James Graham, Graves, Grennell, 


fn, 
Hall, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Robert. F. H unter, 
John W. Jones, Keonedy, Linco'n, James 1. Mason. Samson 
Mason, Maxwell, Mercer, Milligan, Ogle, Parris, Patterson, - 
Pearce, Peck, Paillipe, Pickens, Petts, Randolph, Reed, Ren- 


‘ther, Rhett; “Richardson, Robertson; Robin t 
geant Augustine H.: Shepperd; Charles Shepard, Slade;. 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Elish. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise, and Yorke—-70.. 
So the biil was ordered to be read a third time. - 
Mx, PRENTISS, of Mississippi, then: rose for-th 
he said, of moving to 
Whole. =- r eae 
` The CHAIR. said-it was not in order. till the bill was read ài: 
third time. : -> Tee, dk Bene OE ROEN, i a 
Mr. EWING, however, immediately: 
to recommit the bill.” ee. aes 
Mi HARLAN. moved that the House.adjourn.) 0" 
Mr. EWING called for tellers, ‘which being. ordered, 
ayea72, noes 76. t z ; Geen 
So the House refused to adjourn. ; : < Sv ee 
The bill: was: then put on: ise third reading, ‘and having keen.” 
nearly read through by the Clerk. . ; Shag 
Mr. MERCER rose toa question of order, He wished to 
know if the bill had been engrossed. 3 
The SPRAKER sajd it had: andthe Cterk was reading the 
engrossed copy. a ae ae 
‘The reading was then completed by the Clerk, when’ 
Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; demanded the previous. ques- 
tion, but withdrew the motion at the request of a RIN 
- Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, who moved to recorami! the 
bill, with instructions -to strikeout Mr. BELL’S amendment, 
and insert. one in lieu thereof, which was read. Sen 
Mr. DUNCAN moved an adjournment, which was disagreed . 
to—ayes 69, nees 75. Pe aN al a pe “a : 
Mr. CUSHMAN said that, thinking this bill had been-diecus: 
sed long enough, and seeing no necessity for recommitting it; - 
he, therefore, deman:ed the previous question, which was 
seconded—ayes 84, noes not counted—and the main question 
being ordered thereon— = oy eT es ta 
Mr. BOON said he hoped the House would indulge him with, 
the yeas and nays: for, by stepping for a momen: to the repor- 
ter’s desk while the vote on the engrossment of the bill was 
being taken, and just. as his name. was called, he missed his 
vote.: Asa warm and zealous friend of the “bill, and from the 
position he occupied as chairman ,of thé’ Commitee on thé 
ublic Lands, he desired an opportunity: of recording-his vote - 
for it. y a E E athe Ger te 
The House ordered the yeas and nays by a large majority; 
and being taken, they-were-—yeas 107, nays 52 às follows; 7 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander; Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bell, Biddle; Boon, Bouldin, Bronson, John Calhoon, Cambre- 
leng, ‘Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, Coles, s 
Craig, Crockett, ‘Cashing, Cushman, Dromgoole, Duncan, | 
Dunn, Edwards, Perrin ton, Fairfield, Fillmore; ‘Foster, “Fry, 
Galiup, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, Grant; Gray, 
Hamer, Harrison, Harper, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Hopkins, - 
Hubley, Wiliam H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas’ B.: Jackson, ’ 
Heary Jonson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon; Martin, May, McKay, R; 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McCinre, McKennan, Milien 
Moore, Morgan, Naylor, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, John 
H. Prentiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Ridgway, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencers 
Stone, Taylor, Toucey, Turney, Vai, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks; A. S. White, J, White, Thomas T. Whitilesey, Sherrod 
Wilhains, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Wiliams; Word, Worthington, and Yeli—-167, 7 
NAYS—Messrs, Adams, . Heman Allen, Ayrerieg, Briggs, 
John Campbell, Chambers, Clowney, Connur, Corwin, Daw- 
son, Davies, Elmore, R. Fletcher, James Graham, Graves, Grif. 
fin, Halsted,- Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, John W. Jones, Lincoln, James "Mi Ma > 
son, Maxwell, Mercer, Monigoinery, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Philips, Pickens, Potts, Randolph, Rencher,:-Rhett, Richard: 
son, Robertson, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine IT. Shepperd,. 
Charles Shepard, Slade, Stanly, Suratton, Taliaferro, ‘Titling 
hast, Toland, E. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Yorke—62, 
So the bill was passed. i ‘ 
fin, justice to those gentlemen whose names appear in the 
vote on the engrossment, and not on that of the final passage, it 
should be stated that the hour being late, (the first being con- 
sidered the test voie, and not expecting the yeas and Rays tobe - 
taken on the final passage,) they had left the House, after a 
laborious session of eleven hours. This does not. apply to 
Mr. Bwine of Indiana, who voted ggainét the engrossment, bu 
though.in his scat, did not respond to the two calls of his name 
on the final passage. } i 
On motion, at a quarter past 9 o’eleck, p. m. 
The House adjourned. 


s 4 16- PUTPOBE, : 
recopmmit. the bill tọ -a Comoitteeof thè, 


were” 


G. 


IN SENATE, 

7 ’ © Puuespay. June 14, 1838, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented to the Senate the proceedings 
of a numerous and respectable moeting of the democratie citie 
zens ofthe city and county of Philadelphia, convened at the 
county court-house on Monday evening last, at wh 
of resolutions were adodted in favor of the ima 
of the Independent Treasury bill now before Gor 
moved that these proceedings should be printed, and laid upon 
the table; which was ordered accordingly, after they had becu 
react, : 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from a nursber of citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, in favor of the passage 
of the Independen: Treasury bill, and against (ye establishment 
of a National Bank: laid upon the tbl 5 and ordered to he 
printed. . ; 

Mr. MORRIS presented the memorial of 
others, a committee appointed by a cony: 
from the several banks in Ohno, prayiugs modification of 
the law in relatie ipts of money in payment of the 
public dues, as wihi avoid all discrimination not founded upen 
the prompt redemption and convertibility of paper into coin. 

Mr. BENTON would like the Senator to state whether he 
was acquainted with the conduct of those hanks? If they had 
not issued notes of a less denomination than five dollars they 
had nothing to fear. i 

Mr. MORRIS explained, that no notes of a Jess czremina- 
fon than five dollzis, were issued by these banks at seast until 
r the suspension. ‘Phe last Legislature (and the gentleman 
knew the characier of that) authorized the i sue-of nates of a 
less denomination, and then their notes were excluded ofcourse: 
ordered to lie an the table, and be printed. k . 

_On motion of. Mr. KING, the Committee on Commerce were” 
discharged from the further consideration of the petitigns of 


John J. Jame 
ation of ¢ 


‘David: Melville and D. B. Smith, relating to improveniénts in - 


“Vightho uses. 


-Mr K: said that experiments were about to be made ef the 
French lens, and the committee thought it inexpedient to make 


. apy report until after that test. 


. LtAMe’s motion for leave to:bring in a bill for instituting a joint 


fature period. 
„tance, and if the Senater from. Massachusetts would let it lio 
: over for à day or two, say to-morrow or next day at furthest, 


On-mouon of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill from the House, requir- 


Ang that the United States District Court m Tennessee should 


be held at Jagksin was- considered, ordered to be engrossed for a ` 
third reading, and. by ‘consent, read a third time and passed. 
a <o NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. - 

On motion.of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took up Mr. Wir- 


com mission—-British and American—ofexploration and survey, 
to determin> the Northeastern boundary of the United States on 
the Wsasis of the treaty of 1783, + A 

Mi. WEBSTER spoke atlargs on the subject, chiefly with a 
view. to show that the line designated by the treaty of 1783 was 
well defined. and easily and readily to be found. 

‘Mi. BUCHANAN said he did not rise with a view to debate 
the. question arthat time, nor did he know that he should atany 
The subject was certainly one of great impor- 


he would call is up himself. 


‘Mr WEBSTER having assented, the subject was laid on the 


-plaining, 


: Was concerned, ha. was prepared lo. vote for it; bat the pream- 
_» ble. container averments tn relation to. the surrender of certain 
‘parte ofthe Lerritory, 


motion as final, 


“tainly desired chat it should bo final, but would withdraw it to 


table. . . 
k The Glowing billy received from the Howse were read and 
referred: 
Tho bill authorizing the issuing of land warrants in ceriain 
gases, : 
The joint resoive in favor of the authorities of the city of Sa- 
yamialy in the State of Georgia. , z 
Mr. LUMPKIN said this wasa matier of aome consequence 
to the parties, and he was desirous to have itacted on with as 
litle delay as possible, and if Senators had no objection, he 
would like it to have a third reading at once: i 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. . a ge : 
Me BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Forcign Rela- 
tions, moved to he discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of George T, Byard, and thet it be referred to the 
Committee on Claims, : 
ANNEXATION OF TEXAS, 
Mr. PRESTON moved to iako up the jotut resolution offered 
by him gome tine since in relation to the anbexation of Texas. 
Mr, SOULHARD said, he thought the Senato was not pre- 
pared to go into the question at that late hour, It was a measure 
of very great importance; and as several of tho Senators were 
absent from the seats he woulll move to lay it on the table. 
Mr, SEVIER inquired of the Senator if the intention was te 
lay it on the table for the present, or was he to consider the 


Mr. SOUTHARD said, so far ax he wag concemed, he cer- 


give the Senator feom South Carolina an opportunity of ex- 
Mr CALHOUN said, as the Senate was not full, and the 
hour somewhat late, he would vote for laying the motion on the 
fable, fox tha present, but would niove, if no ono etse did, to call 
tarp at an’ early date; Mr. © said, s0 far ‘as the ‘main object 


p ae fe Was Not prepareil to iay were 
ecitinatey and “he could have wished dhat his colleague had 
sipped it ofall extraneos matter, and, presented it in a sime 
plo form. He not ouly, wishod ty vote for the plain proposi- 
Won ofamexing that Torritory, but also desired to present his 
views in relation. to it, 

Mr. PRESTON had hie doubts if it weye now laid on the table, 
whither i would be again tiken up, sud intimated the opinion 
that there was an evident disposition to get rid of the question. 

Me LUMPKIN avowed his intention of going for the resolu- 
tla as opiginall y.introdaeed by the Seiator from South Caro- 


hoa, (Me Passton.) Jt was bihia opinion a subject full of 


“cof Taxas to whom 


Importance to Pie ppopla ofthe Vnited States, and ts the people 
£ ho felt endeared by avery tie of friendehip 
and good feeling, and the measure should have his whale 


support. 

Mk, CALNOUN would inform hig collengas, if be alluded to 
Bim; that so far as he was concerned, he felt no dispositin to 
avoid the measure, Dut was ready to give a direct vote on the 
question nt issues but with regard to the preamble and amer- 
tians contained therein, he was pot prepared. Me differed with 
his colleague in relation to thom, but that. weighed nothing. 
My. G, said he wag tor marching bold!y up to the measure, and 
conktonly regret thacit was delayed so long. We was afraid 
now thers Wae not time to discuss the subjoct as its great mag- 
nitude required. Tt was-fodeeda most momentous question, 
full of imporiant consequcacea; but ha was ready now to meet 
iv fully, tuirly, and boldly, Mr. C. expreared hie belief that 
Texas was now aeovercign and independent State, and could 
nevet azain come to Mexico. 

Mr. PRESTON. said nothing was further from him than 
wishing to intortere with the views of tha gentleman from South: 
Caroling; he would have yielded afl matters of form merely, 
but hethought the preambly earried with it what was desira 
ble to be retained. ` THe til brought the matter before the Se- 
hate somo six weeks since, and had given his own views upon 
it, and no friend)y voice was then raired from any quarter. 
He ha! waited from time to for some manifestation ofa diaspo- 
sition to act, bat so fit he had-seen none. He certainly desired 
that the subject should have a most thorough investigation; but 
he feared it was too late for thisnew. Th was apparent to his 
mind, that if the subject was-once laid on the table, it would be 
in vain to get it up again this seasion; particularly us we had 
the intendensofihe mover distnetly avowed, 


Mr. SOUTHARD, so farasyrelated to himsels, he was certain: 


“fy desirous the? this question should nat again come up during 


‘a the. session. 


i was too late a period now, he. thought, to dis- 


cuss it... He would suggest, however, to the gentleman, that al- 


“though be (Mr. S.J would not vote for its being taken up, there 


were others that might do ‘sa, Mr. S. thought it was under- 
stool from. the. delay which had taken place, at thare would 
pe no further disenssion during this session.” He would now 
renew hig mation to lay the resolation on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator from. New Jerséy woyld 
withdraw his motion fora moment, in order that ho might 
makea sivgie observation. = 

Mr: SOUTHARD dasented; when, K 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he never knew the Senate to 


wanting in courtesy, and it was judging rather too hard of that ; 


body tosuppose that the resolution would not be taken: up again. 


. article iv headed © The Hinois dele; 


¥f, however, it was the determination of.the Senate to Jay it ón 
table; with a view of not taking it up, he for one would be able 
to effect his object in voting against the preamble, and in 
favor of the resoluiion. He wished to do something more than 
vote. He wished to express his views on the subject. He 
thought there would be no hazard in laving tie resolution on the 
table; if he thought there was, he would vote against the motion. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had as high an opinion of, and as 
much respect for, the courtesy of the Senate as the gentleman 
had; but was it not expecting teo ‘muck of that courtesy. to 
supposs, with the fecling expressed by the mever, that if dis- 
posed of in that way, that it would be final for the present. © 
_ Mi. CALHOUN said, that to free himself from all respon- 
sibility; he would vote against laying the resolution on the 
table ; and if the motion succeeded, he would himself move to 
take it up in a day or two, with a view to express his views on 
the subject. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that it appeared that. he was between 
a cross fire, and saw no mode of escape, and wouid therefore 
hot renew his motion, nor would he again make any motion 
to lay the resolution on the table, 

. Mr. NORVELL. Then, Mr. President, I make the motion 
to lay it on the table, and ask the yeas and nays. 

‘Phe qnestion was then taken, when there appeared, for the 
motion 24, against it U, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, 
McKean. Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Southard, Wail, Webster, Williams, Wright, and Young—24. 
` NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Strange, 
Trotter, and White— it. ` $ 


“rhe bilt for the reliefof Pierre Menard and others was then 


taken wp, and was atvocated with great zeal by Messrs. LINN, 
GRUNDY, and ROBINSON, and opposed by Mr. WRIGHT 


(as for ag allowance of interest was concerned) and Mr. ` 


NILES. -° ` 

Mr. WRIGHT offered a specific amendment to the first sec- 
tion of the bill, striking out all that- relates to the interest, ad- 
mitting at the same lime the right of the applicants to the 
principal. . $ k aot 3 . 

Thiejill was discussed for some time with a warmth ànd fer- 
vor, not usual on private bills, owing to the very interesting inci- 
denis connected with the gallant conduct ofthe claimants, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was laid on the table, 

And the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fray, June 15, 1838. 


Mr. SNYDER of Ilinois ater the reading of the journal, 
lation to 
an artele that appenred in the à 

Leave being given, Mr. S. rose and said: 

Mr. PLAKEK. Ham consirained, by a sense of justice to my- 
selfand te the people whom I represent, to notice an editorial 
article in the Madisonian of yesterday~-2 paper printed in this 
city. aod edited by ‘Thomas Allen, printer to this House. The 
ation—the Sub-Tieasury,” 
Sir, Lwill not take up the time of this House by reading 1 all 
of its members have doubtless seen it; andi will not affect to 
disguise the fact tha: this arcicle is intended forme. There are 
but three representatives from the Stato of Minois, and lam the 
only ane of that delegation, to my knowledge, who has given 
any intimation that he would support the Sub-Treasery bili. 
{would not uow, in this manner, notice this article, word it uot 
that the editor of that paper ix an oificerof this House. In these 
days of the licentiousness of the press, every public’ man re- 
Celves à full measure of abuse; and I would ere taken my 
share in silence, emanating from almostany other source; but 
emanating and sanctioned, ve it is, by the-afficial character of 
the editor, I feel bound to take Chis novice of it, in order that the 
antidote may go forth with the poison, Jt is true, the article 
makes no direct or specific charge of corruption. Jt is worse: 
it intimates it, Were it specific, [could the more readily defend 
my character from the foul charge. The author of the article 
intimates that Í have solicited Executive favors and Executive 
similes, and tiat promises and favors have been returned. Sir, 
I am notan applicant for office, neither bave I everreceived the 
smiles, promises, or favors of the President, Justice to him 
and to myself demands of me that here, in my place, Ishould 
gay that that, as well as the chargo ofcorruption insinuated by 
the article, is falso and malicions. 

The mamer in which the editor of the Madisonian has vio- 
lated his pledges made to a partion of the Democratic members 
of this House, before he recoived their votes for its printer— 
namely, that he woukl support the present Administration, and 
the rules and usages of the Deinocratic party—-renders any other 
or further notice of him for che present unnecessary, 

TEXAS. 

The unéviahed business of the morning hour was the report 
of the Committee on. Foreiga Affairs on the annexation of 
Texas, the questions pending being en the moion of Mr. 
CusHING ta reconmit the report, with certain instructions, 
with a further instruction of Mr. Tuompson, as printed in last 
eveniup’a Globe. 

Mr. HOWARD. resumed his remarks in support of the 
report of the committée, and in opposition to both the proposed 
instructions, going at large into the whole sudject generally. 
{A report of Mr: WPs remarks is necessariiy deterred. } 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded ths yeas and nays on that ques- 
tion; anil they were ordered. 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his motion, to allow Mr. Cusuixe 
tò make asiexplanation ofa personal nature, Mr. C. agreeing 
tarenew it. 

Mr. CUSHING then stated, that if'he heard aright the chair- 
man of the committee ! Mr- HWowarp) had alluded to his re- 
marks asa “censure” upon: the committee. He had notin- 
temdedto censure the committee, The majority had. thought 
ft their duty to report. without. expressing an opinion. He 
thought it their duty to express an. opinion, and his re- 
remark conveyed no more Censure upon them than theirs did 


“ppon-him., He then, according-ta agreement, renewed the mo- 


tion for the previous question, but said he should vote againstit. 


-< Mr. PETRIKIN said he had been requested ta withdraw his ` 
“métionyandhe would do so. r S : 
P :) Thè SPEAKER said the motion was now made by the gen- | 


tleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. CUSHING withdrew the motion. 
Mr. ADAMS referred to the reply of Mr. Dromcooue yester- 


‘day, that he would not be catechized in relation to the doings 


of the committee; and said he wished to know whether the 
chairman of the committee took the same ground, and refused 
to answer. ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had put- itasa point of order, 
hp members of a committee could not beso interrogared in the 

ouse. 

Mr. ADAMS said he wished the chairman ofthe committee 
to answer, whether tie committee had exainined and considered 
the resolutions of the several States, and the memorials which 
had been referred to them; or, he wanted to know whether he 
would take the ground assumed by the gendeman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Dromcooxz,] and refuse to answer; and the same 
question he wished to put to every member of the committee 
present. . 

Mr. HOWARD eid he thought it disrespectful to a commit- 
tee to ask how they had discharged their duiies. and whether 
they had or had not examined, papers upon which they had 
reported, to put them, in that way, on trial before the House. 
He should take the ground of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Dromcoote,].and would refure to answer. 

Mr. ADAMS was attempting to proceed, when 

The SPEAKER announced the expiration of the morning 
hour, and was proceeding to the orders of the day, when 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the House to take up the motion: 
initted by him some time since to reconsider the vote o! 
House by which one branch of a memoria! of Francis P. 
was referred to a select committee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY ot Ohio, objected. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS BILL. 


Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, then moved to reconsi 
vote of the House by which the above bill was passed. 

Mr. YELL moved to Jay the motion on the table. 

Mr. GARLAND, however, claimed the right to address the 
House, and~ A 

The CHAIR decided the motion must lie over, unless i 
were suspended. K 

Mr. YELL then moved a suspension of the rules, but 
House refused, and consequently the motion, together with the 
bill, Hes over. Í ‘ 

At a subsequent stage of this day’s proceedings, Mr. GAR- 
LAND withdrew the motion to reconsider, and the amendments 
made to the bill were then sent to the Senate fur the concur- 
rence of that body. 3 ` 

The CHAIR then announced the private orders. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he was informed by the 
chairman of the committee that it was then three months since 
the calendar of tho Committee of Claims had been touched, 
and he thought it high time that something should be duno 
withit . 

The CHAIR suggested to the House the great saving of time 
that would result from proceeding regularly with the calendar 
of business (agreed! agreed! from all parts of the House ) 

The bill for the relicfof the heirs of John Peyton Harrison, 
on its third reading, coming up, was opposed by Messrs. HALE 
and WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and supported briefly by Messrs. 
TALIAFERRO, CRAIG, and UNDERWOOD, 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the previous question, saying that 
such debates on an individual bill, tended to embarrass the 
transaction of privvte business, and he wished to proceed with 
the private calendar. f : 

The previous question was seconded, and the main qu 
being ordered, was then put and disagreed to. 

So the bill was rejected 

The “bill for the relief of the representatives of Captain 
Thomas Triplett” was postponed, on motion of Mr. TALIA- 
FERRO, to give time for the production of additional testimo- 
ny, to the first Menday in December next. 

The “bill for the relief of the heirs of Col. George Gitson,’! 
was postponed till Friday next, on motion of Mr. McCLURin. 

The “bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo,” was taken up on its third reading, 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved its indefinite postponement: lost, 

Mr. BOON remarked that a more meritorious claim, in his 
opinion, had never been brought to the attention of Congress, 
and he made an earnest appeal in behalf of it, 

Mr. PETRIKIN catled for the yeas and nays on its passage; 
which being ordered, were—yeas 163, nays 59, 

So the bill was passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of the heirs at law of -Fre- 
derick M. Bell, deceased, and 

The “bill forthe relief of the heirs of William Vawter’? wag 
postponed Ul] this day week. 

The “bill for the relief of the reprosentatives of John B. 
Aske,” the interest being surivken out, was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The “bill for the relief of the representatives of Nathvalel 
Irish” was taken uR 
` Mr- TALIAFERRO moved te recommiit it to the Com 
on Revolutionary Claims, which, after some remarks fron 
T. and Mr. CRAIG, was agreed to. 

he “bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Capt, 
Samuel Jones,” the interest being stricken out, was orde.ed to 
a third reading to-morrow.. - . 

The following were also ordered to a third reading to-m x row! 

The bill for the reliefof Josiah Strong and Samuel! Remick. 

The bill for the relief of James Bailey. 

The bill for the relief of Pamela Brown. 

The bill for the refief of Benjamin Gannett, and 

The bill for the relief of Eliza Causin, daughier and heoir of 
Col. Jobn H. Causin, deceased, (the amendments being first 
concurred in.) $ 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison was taken up, on 
the report of tho Commiitee of the Whole, to strike ow, ika 
enacting clause, 

ix. TAYLOR caused the report in the case of M 
rison to be read to the House, and then addressed ex 
argeme®tt' ih support of the claim: $ 

Mr. AYCRIGG had some additional papers read. 

Mr. HAMER made an earnest appeal in beha 
Harrison, and hoped the House-would net concur ii 
ment. ae : 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky opposed the claim, not beca 
he had any objection to the claimant, butto the principie in. 
volved in the claim - 

At this stage the House took its daily recess till half past 


en 


micee 
a Mr. 


: Fo’clock. 


the > 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Mr. moved a gall af the House, upon which 
Mr. demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, anıl were-—yeas 47, nays 44. 

So acall of the House was ordered. 

After the roll had been called through, 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend all further proceedings in 
the call; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. MERCER then asked leave to offer the following resolu- 
tun: 


between the hours of eight and ten o’clock, a. m. on Tuosday 
next, be allowed to Dr. Sherwood and Dr. Dwight, for the pur- 
pose of explaining and demonstrating the discovery, which the 
tormer conceives that he has made, of the Jaws which regulate 
the variation of the magnetic needle, and of the means of thence 
adduning, at any time, bya yimple and infallible process, the 
daritu te and longitude of any point of the globe. 

‘fhe resolution teing objected to— 

Mr. BRONSON moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose 
of considering it, which motion prevailed withouta division, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend the resolation, so that it 
shoud read Rotunda, instead of Hall, of the House of Represen. 
tatives, which was not adopted. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he wished to have the resolution amen- 
ded, so as toatlow Dy. Reilly to introduce his brimstone baths. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to put his amend- 
ment in wring 

Mr. PETRIKEN then submitted an amendment to strike out 
“from 8to 10 o'clock,” and to insert “from § to 9, and fram 910 
10 tor De, Reilly to use his vapor bathe.’ 

Mr. STANLEY moved to amend, by adding a clause that the 
gentleman should subject himself to the operation, so as to be 
able to report uponits merits to the House, (some laughter.) 

Thero was considerable difficulty experienced by the Clerk in 
announcing these amendments to the House, in consequence of 

- the mirth they excited, 

Mr: DROMGOOLE said it was evidently impossible for the 
House to act with propriety upon so grava a sabject, and, in or- 
der to allow the House to recover its wontod gravity, he moved 
thatthe subject be postponed tH to-morrow. 

Tae motim to postpone, and the amendments, were rejected, 
and the resolution was passed, 

rhe bi for the relief of Thomas Harrison being still under 
EAEN, 

vas opposed by Messrs, WILLIAMS of Kenturky, ALLEN, 
of Vermont, CUSHMAN, HOWARD, and HARLAN, 

And was supported by Messrs, WHITTLESEY of Ohio 
TAYLOR, and LINCOLN. 

The question being on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole, in siking out the enacting clause, 

Mr: Na LAN called for the yeas and nays; which were 
oreered, 

Mr, MERCER made some observations; but the reporter 
could pet hear with sufficient distinctness, to tell whether he 
advocated or opposed the report. 

‘Poe bill was further discussed, in opposition by Mr. EVANS, 

Mr SHINS moved the previous question; which was 
ordered, 

And the main question, being on the passage of the bill, was 
then put, and carried in the negative-- yeas 56, nays 97. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Me, HOWARD moved an adjournment; which was refused 
saayes fh, noes 72. 

The bit for the relief Ann S. Hetleman, was read a third 


UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passare, and they were ordered. 

The bill was opposed hy Mr. UNDERWOOD, saul supported 
MASON and THOMPSON. 
NAN Cemanded the previous qucstton; whieh 


seconded 
Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and nays, on ord 
jou the main question; which were ordered, and were 
109, nays 33. g 
So the main question was put, and the bill was passed. 
On motion, 
“Phe House then adjourned, 
IN SENATE, 
Frinay, dune 15, 1838. 


Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of the trustees of the 
College of Georgetown, D. C. which was relurred to the Com- 
mittee ou the Districtof Columbia. 

Mr. TALLMADSES presented the memorial of Dr. Sherwaad, 
nvyentor of the Geometer, an instrument for discovering the 
itude. the fougitude, and the varrition ofthe compass, by the 
dip'of the needle: referred to the Conimittee on Commerce, 
minl ordered to be printed. 

Mr GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported, without atnendment, the joint resolution in favor of the 
authorities of the city of Savannah, Georgia; and 

Ou motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, and by general consent, it was 
read the nd and third times, and passed, 

MrS ANGE presented the petition of the heir of Edward 
Buncomhe. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, repor 
without ameadment, the bills from the House for the rei 
Catharine Rolling, otherwise called Catharine Mosely, and Seth 
Whiting, and recommended their passage; and also reported, 
without amendment, the folowing bills, recommending their 
godefiuite postponement? 

The bi for the relief of William Smith; 

The bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

‘Phe bill for the relief of James Franch: 

The bil for the relief of John McCormick; 

‘The bil for the relief of Presley Gray; 

Che bul for the relief of William Harper; 

‘The bill for the relicf of Benjamin Price; and 

The bill for the relief of Richard Elliott 

VOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, to which had 
een referred the bht for the relief of Ephraim Sprague, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

The bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial Society of 
the city of Washington, and 

The bill to establish an additional land office in the State of 
iana, were severally taken up and considered as in Com- 
ee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill to create the office of Sur- 


er- 
avs 


4 


Resolved, That the Hall of the House of Representatives, 


i> veyor General of the Public Lands in the State of Michigan, 


was taken up and considered as in Committee of the Whole; 
and aftera debate, in which Messrs, MORRIS, LYON, CLAY 
of Alabama, PRENTISS, NORVELL, KING, WEBSTER, 
SEVIER, and CLAY of Kentucky, took part, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate took up the amend- 
nentsof the House to the bill to change the times of holding 
the courts oftae United States for the ninth circuit; and also, on 
motion of Mr. G. the Senate disagreed to said amendments. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Senate took up the 
amendments of the House to the dill granting the right of pre- 
emption to the settlers on the public lands. 

Messrs. WOITE and CLAY of Alabama then submitted 
amendments ta the amendments; and, on motion of the latter, 
they were ordered to be printed, and, with the bill, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. A : 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the War Dopart- 
Ment accompanied-by copies of letters from Brigadier General 
Arbuckle, containing all the information in the Department 
rojative to threatened Indian hostilities on the frontiers of Ar- 
kansas: referred to the Committee on Miliary Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill to authorize the managers of the Washington Monu- 
mont Socicty to erect a monument to the memory of George 
Washington on the public mall, boing under consideration, 

Mr. ALLIEN inquired of the chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia (Mr. Reoang] whether he had any 
information with regard to the means possessed by the society 
for completing this work. 

Mri ROANE replied thut he hail beep informed that the sum 
collected hy the society was 30,000 dollars, which was put out at 
interest. 

Mr. ALLEN did not profess to have much information on the 
subject, but he very much questioned whether they had not col- 
lected as mach 30,000 dollars in the State of Oho alone, and 
when he miderstoad that the sum collected was only 30,000 dol- 
hers he was thanderstrack. He thought it due to the country 
ihat this thing should be understood, He wishe | to know how 
it was thal, after yansacking the country from one end to the 
other, they now came forward with a declaration that they had 
callected onty 30,000 dollars, when, he firmly believed, they had 
collected more than that sum in his own State. 

Mr. ROANE said that he had no further information on tke 
subject than that he had been informed that the sum collected 
by the society was 30,000 dollars. He had-asked what would be 
the probable expense of the monument, and was informed that 
it would take about one million of dollars to complete it accord- 
ing to the plan contemplated. 

Mr. BAYARD thought that, tocrect the monument on the 
Place proposed, would destroy the whole plan of the mall, and 
that, as far as the prospect was concerned, nothing could be 
more unfortunate. Besides, the means of the society were very 
insignificant compared With the object in view; tor, as hey had 
agonts allover the United States collecting siumultancously, it 
was to be presumed that they had collected all they were to get. 

Mr. NORVELL was apprehensive that the remark of the 
Senator from Ohio might make an impression injurious to the 
character or feelings of gentlemen who were officers or direc- 
tors of the Washington Monument Agsociation. He had not 
the pleasure af a personal acquaint with more than two 
or three of them > buthe was satisfied that they were incapa- 
ble of meriting the imputalions impliedly, he oped not inten- 
tionally, east upon them by the Senator from Ohio. He pre- 
sinned that extensive eubscriptions have been made to this 
work, Dutuot yet collected, and that considerable expense must 
have been inenrred in the employment of agents. As to the lo- 
cation of the site, he could say nothing; but of this he was 
certain. that sucha monument as was proposed onght long since 
to have heen erected to the memory of the illustrious chief, 
onder whose guidance this nation had been led to victory, Hber- 
ty and independence. 

Mr. HUBBARD recollected that when the project of this 
monument was first commenced, it was contemplated that it 
was to be completed by the voluntary contributions of the 
citizens of the United States--the Government having nothing 
to do with jt whate He thought that this original plan 
onght to be fully carried out. and that the President, and the 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings ought to have nothing to 
dowithic As tothe expense, he said, judging from the cost 
of the Bunker IU monument, the $30,000 in the hands of the 
soriety would not be enough to lay the foundation. 

Mr. MORRIS, in a few. words, expressed his concurrence 
with the views of the Senator from New Hampshire. He thought 
with his colleague that the public should be informed how it 
was that su paltry a sum hat been collected, after the agents of 
the society had travelled all over the Union. The State of 
Ohio he knew bad contributed jiberally. The county in 
which he livel was a poor county; aud yet it had contribnted 
upwarls of S000 1 self had brought on several hundred 
of if to the collector in Gus city. The Senator from Michigan 
{Mr. NonverL} was mistaken in supposing that money might 
have heen subscribed, and not paid over. There was no sub- 
scription atall. The money must have heen paid down before 
the contributor could have the honor of having his name taken 
down, There wasa sort ofenthusiasm on this subject in Ohio. 
The Governor issued his proclamation in favor of the underta- 
kinz,and the sheriffs volunteered as collectors; and, judging from 
these tokens, the sum collected could not have fell short of 
30,000, Tie agreed with the Senator from New Hampshire 
that the work should go on without Congress having any thing 
to de with it. He hoped the bill would be laid on the table. 

Mi. ALLEN felt hound to make some reply to the Senator 
from Michigan. The seemed tosuppose thatthe observations 
he male might hurt somebody’s feelings. He did not careif 
they did. Hedid not know a solitary man belonging to thisso- 
i and therefore could not speak with a view of injuring 
personally. ut if tetling the truth, and expressing his 
rprise, that after this perfect crusade through the whole con- 
tinent, only $39,000 had been collected, hurt their feelings, he 
did not care about patching them up. But he, for his part, be- 
ieved in no such story. We considered it a reproach to the 
liberality ofthe country—a reproach to that devotion of feeling 
which every citizen felt for the man who had done so much for 
his country, and whose memory was so warmly cherished. 
He knew that in the immediate neighborhood in which he lived, 
there wasnot one solitary instance that he heard of, in which 
application was made toa citizen, man, woman, or child, that 
adonation had not been promptly given. It was difficult to 
make the people believe that only thirty thousand dollars had 


been collected after a perfect:cruaade through. the whole coun- 
try; and he wag opposed to this indirect mode. of taxation for 
the benefit of individuals. He would. vole with ‘the boldest 
hearts here toerect a suitablé monument tothe memory of the 
Father of his Country—he would vote a million of dollars; but 
he considered it a reproach to the country to commence the 
work with the paltry sum the Society say they have on hand. 

We have, said Mr. A. no means of knowing any thing about 
this matter.. Itis an out-door business altogether; but ag it was 
brought before the Renate, he thought it duo to the country that 
the representatives. of the people should inquire into the cir- 
cumstances connected with. this extraordinary affair, in order to 
put them on their guard, Sir, said Mr.A. the public men of 
this country are involved; for they have lent the high sanction of 
their names to. encourage this undertaking. It was an abuse of 
the names of the-honorablé and high-minded public men of this 
country, tosay that thore wasonly thirty thousand dollas col- 
lected. Ie wished to see the facts and figures; and if any one 
felt himself aggrieved, let him make astatement. The public 
press was open to him.: His State contained 79 counties; and 
if the county in which his colleague resided contributed $1,000 
of this $80,000, what is the reason that this county contributed 
more than any other in the Slate? And why did Ohio contribute 
more than all the rest of the Union? In that proportion, there 
must have been more than a million made up: He hoped that 
those who felt themselves aggrieved, would five tothe public a 
statement, showing the amountcollected in the counties of cach 
State, in order that the people of these counties might know 
how their money was disposed of; and, said Mr. A. T invite them 
to doit. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved to postpone the bill indefinitely; 
which motion wasacreed to. ; 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate took up the bill for 
the relief of Major General Alexander Macomb; and after some 
remarks from Mr, H. explaining and advocating the bill, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

The Senate adjonrned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturnay, June 16, 1838. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, on leave, submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: . ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Abbington Centre to Providence, in Lu- 
zeme county, Penneyl vania. ys BaP ee 

On motion of Mr. CHEATHAM, 5 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing 2 mail route from Standing Rock post.office, Steuart. coun- 
y Tennessee, by La Grange and Fair Chance Furnaces, to 

Vaverley, Humphreys county, Tenneesee; also, the propriety 
of establishing a mailroute the most directline from Charlotte, 
Tennessee, to Point Mason, on Tennessee river, fram thence to 
Paris, Tennessee 

On motion of Mr. CLOWNEY, 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing n route from Union Court Touse to the Limestone Springs, 
in Spartansburg district, by the way of Hancockville, South 
Carolina. 

Mr. INGHAM asked leave to submit a resolution, fixing 
Thursday next for the consideration of some bills of a very 
important character, reported from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. - 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that the gentleman ought to 
have confidence enough in the House tu know that every mea- 
sure of a public nature would be acted on by it.. Mr, C. there- 
fore objected to the resolution, because “he abjected to any spe- 
cial orders, especially as it was competent for a majority to 
take up the public business. i ght 

Mr. INGHAM replied that he had âs much confidence in the 
TJouse as any one, but he knew very well that it was not every 
matter of public importance that could always be reached 
without a special order, moreover, as a number of special 
orders had already been adopted, he hoped one day, at least, 
would not be too much to ask for naval bills. He, therefore, 
moved a suspension of the rules. , 

Some conversation here ensued as to the order of business, 
which was arrested by Mr. INGHAM withdrawing his motion 


for tho present. 
TEXAS. ; g 
The House resumed the unfinished business of the moming 
hour, being the report ofthe Committee on Foreign Afairs on 
the subject of Texas, as heretofore printed, ‘ 
Mr. CUSHING had moved, some days since, to recommit the 
subject, with Instructions: : 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, moved the following 
amendment thereto: 1 g 
_. Suwike out all after the word “ instructions,” and insert as 
follows: “ To report a joint resolution, directing the President to 
take the proper steps for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, as soon asit can be done consistently with the treaty 
stipulations of this Government.” . 
Mr. ADAMS, on yesterday, moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: ALP 
Strike out after the word “instructions,” and insert: “To 
report a resolution in the words following: Resolved, That the 
power of annexing the people of any independent foreign State 
to this Union, is a power not delegated by the Constitution of 
the United States to their Congress, or to any department of 
their Government, but referred to the people; that any attempt 
by act of Congress, or by treaty, toannex the Republic of Texas 
to this Union, would be a usurpation of power, unlawful and 
evil, which it would be the right and duty of the free people of 
the Union to resist and annul.” è 
Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, proceeded toad- 
dress the House, and insisted that the refusal of Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE to respond tothe inquiry, whether the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs had read all the resolutions, memorials; &c. 
against the anbexation, was tantamount to an admission that 
they had not, Mr. A. had intended to prepound the same in- 
quiry to each individual member -of the committee, but he 


- would abstain trom doing s9, as some of the members of that 


committee might find ıt difficult.to decide between their obliga- 
tions to duty and party considerations. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE interposed, and begged the gentleman to 
permit every other member ef the committee to respond. Mr. 
D. could assure him that he had had no intercourse nor conver 


sation with them on the subject; but, after. the avermen 


‘wade:by:the- gendeman, Mr. D. did hope he would permit 
.. ,every_other member of that committee, whether present: at the 
“adoption of thereport or not, to answer. the gentleman's inter- 

rogulony: Hoe ane noe ee , 

Me. HOWARD joined in the same wish;  - š 

Mr. LEGARE was prepared to answer at once; and he ad- 
mited that he had never read one of the petitions. 
Mr, ADAMS then cited the rule directing the committee that 
it was their “duty’’‘to take all matters referred to them into” 
consideration, and proceeded to argue that the committee had 
failed.in their duty, without looking into these papers. i 

Mr. A: repeated, that he should not now interrogate the mem- 
bers of the committee individually, but the gentleman from 
Virginia might do so if he pleased, 

z Mr. HOWARD again repeated his wish that the gentleman 
should do so, and, asfar as he might, would insist upon. it. 

‘Mr. ADAMS again declined, for the reason above given, and 
denied that his question, when pröpounded yesterday, was de- 
sighed to be personal, Hig object was to reach the committee 
as-a commitice, : a 

M. A. again commented upon the objectionable course ofa 
committee making up its opinion, and sending it forth to the 
country.as its solemn judgment, without examining the male- 
Tials committed to their examination; and. put the case of a 
committee reporting upon a private claim or old soldier's peti- 
tion in the Same manner. It was apart of that system of con- 
tempt-for the right of petition, against. which he fiad been long 
contending: and endeavoring-to arrest; but. the principles as- 
sumed:by the committee went a step farther even thin the 
House; for, with great solemnity, they received the petitions, 
but determined not to receive them, He asserted that it was 
equally their duty, both to receive and to consider. He wd: 


verted to the fact that'though, for a length of time, the Houso ` 


laid-all Texas petitions on the table, yet they at length sentone, 

. thereby expressing its sense that the subject was one requiring 
the consideration of iis committes. The gentleman: from Ma- 
Tylana had‘given itas his opinion that this was an act of inad- 
vertence on the part ofthe House; for, before that, they were 
all laid on‘the-tablo, Mr. A, in reply, adverted to other papers 
sent aince; but had not concluded, wien 

The CHAIR then announced the orders of the day. 

Mr. WHITTLRSEY of Ohio thon moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill for the retlef of the heiraof Thos. 
P. Harrison was rejected on yesterday, the further considera- 
tion of which was postponed tll Friday next. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay that motion on the table, bat 
subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr SIULLLDS moved to take up the “Tennessee Land bill,” 
but the Mouse refused—-ayes 67, noes 56, not wo thirda, 

N STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr, CUSHMAN also made an ineffectual effort to call up the 
two bills in relation to steam explosions 

Mr. RIDDLE said this was a question of such vital impor- 
tanca, allecting the lives of all who travelled by steam convey- 

; Adee, that he was cowpelled to ask for the yeas and nays; which 
beitig ordered, were— yeas 121, nays 67. 
~ Bo the rules were suspended, and the House went into com- 
mittee, Mi. Merenge inthe Chair. 
4 OP Motion of Mi, CUSHMAN, tho committee took up the 
if but authorizing the.appomtment of persons to test the useful- 


"ness of inventions to. improve and rendor safe the bailer of 


bier engines against explosions.” `, 
“Phe third section of the bill wag as follows 

oo Sno. Q. And batt further enacted, That, to carry into efeet 
J the foregoing objects, there be, and hereby ts, appropriated, oat 
“of any money inthe Treasury not olhorwixe appropriated, the 

. sum ofsix thousand dollars; and go much thoreot as ahati be ne 
cessary lor the above ar ks ba subject to their order, to 
defray such expenses aa shall be incurred by their direction, in- 
cloding the sum of three hundred dollars to each for hte personal 
eervicca andexpenses: Provided, however, An) their accounts 
shall be settled at the Treasury, in the same manner aethose of 
other pubic agents, 

Mr, CUSHMAN, under instructions of the Committee on 
Commerce, moved so to ameud the section as to give a compen 
aione eight dollars a day for overy day employed, which was 
vagroed to. °°... : 

i Xhe- conrmittes. then roso and reported the above bill, as 
amended, to the House, and it thon went into Committee on the 
Union, Me. Meros in the chair, on the “bill ta provide for tho 
better security. of tho lives of passengers on board of Vessels pro. 
pelled, in whole or in part, by steam”? 

The bill having boon read, 

Mt. THOMAS submitted an amendment, which was agreed 
to, and the DIN waa discussed at length, on its details and prin- 
ciples, by Mesara; THOMAS, CORWIN, RANDOLPH, FIC 
LINGHAST, - BIDDLE, HOFFMAN, LEGARE, HAMER, 
HOWARD, EVANS, and: SERGEANT. 3 

Soveral amendments were offered and vated upon pro 
forma; but before coming to any final desision, 

The House took the usual recess at 2 o'clock, 


panenan 


EVENING Session. 


At hall past two the Spgaker took the chair, und the House - 


agam. resolved itself into a Committea of the Whole (Mr. 
Davee in the chair] on the Steamboat bill. 

Mr: RANDOLPH wished to make the bill as perfect as pos- 
sible before it should be reported. He moved an amendment, 
the effect of which was to restrict the obligation to keep a fire 
engine on board the boats, to boats p-opelled by high-pressure 
engines. This was interidedto'create a local distinction be- 
tween the boats on the Western. waters, and those plying be- 
‘tween neighboring cities, | Me didthis in accordance with the 
slatements contained: in certain memorials upon. the subject, 
which had been sent to the House from New Jersey, &c. 

_ Exceptions to this amendment were taken by Messrs. FILL- 
MORE, MARVIN, and ROBINSON, and it was rejected. 
. My, ROBINSON moved the following amendment: 

© Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be held 

to apply to steamboats employed in plying between a port or 

. Place Invany State to another port orplace in the same State, 
and ‘not eugaged in commerce with-any foreign nation, or 
among the'several States, or to any pérsons awning or naviga- 
ting auch steanibnat, or employed on board the same ” 

Mr. R. had nogreat confidence in phe power of Jegislation to 
reach, this case. But he-was willing that all that could be, 
should be done’by Congress, within the limits of their const- 
tutional authority.” He offered this amendment to protect the 
rights of the States against the interference of the Federal Go- 
vermont, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD made some remarks in opposition to 
this view of the question, and was replied to briefly by Mr. RO- 
BERTSON. The latter denied the right of Congress to regu- 
late commerce in the difterent States of the Union. 

Mr. SERGEANT proposed an amendment to the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Ropgarson, so as to render the law appli- 
cable to such steamboats as are under the jurisdiction of the 
laws of the United States. ` 

Mr. POPE begged gentlemen to forget for a moment that 
they were lawyers, and net file special demurrers, and pleas, 
and bilis ef exception, but pass this very important and useful 
bill, pretty much as it was reported. He showed that this pro- 
cess of holding boats to the jurisdiction of the different States in 


-which they navigate, was likely to be full of embarrassment 
and difficulty, especially with regard to boats that ply through- 


the waters ofseveral States. He hoped the bill would be passed 


_in the form in which it had been reported. 


Mr. BIDDLE and Mr. HAMER opposed the amendment to 
the amendment very briefly. - ` 

Mr. TOUCEY urged that there were three kinds ef com- 
merce, with regard to which Congress had a right to legislate: 
ist. Commerce with foreign nations. 2d. Commerce between 
the States; and 3d. Commerce with the Indian tribes. There 
then was, 4th, commerce within the States, with which Con- 
gress had no right to interfere by legislation. He would 
be in favor of an amendment to this effect; and offered such 
a one. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said that Congress had Jong exercised a 
control over coasting navigation. 

Mr. ROBINSON stated that all veesels over 20 tons were 


¿subject to the control and legislation of Congress, and sailed un- 


der a license imposed by a law of the United States. 

Mr. MENEFEE cited the opinion of the Supreme Court in 
the celebrated case of Ogden vs. Gibbons, in support of those 
general views ofthe power of Congress over navigation, as an 
Incident to commerce. 

Mr. NOYES suggested that a single line, added to the first 
section of the dill, sọ as to-restrict the operation of the bill to 
such vegselë asare required to have Jicense. under the laws of 
the United States, would answer all the purposes. And he bad 
read at the Clerk’s table an amendment, which, when in order, 
he would move, to that effect. 

Mr. MENEFEYX defended and sustained the applicability of 
the opinion of Judge Marshall, (above cited,) to which he had 
before referred, to the question under consideration. 

Mr. SERGEANT here withdrew his amendment to the 
amendment of Mr. Ropzarson, in consequence of the movers 
accepting the modification proposed by Mr. Tovcxy to the 
same effect. 

Mr. THOMAS would be more willing to support tho amend. 
ment thus modified, rather than as originally moved. But he 
thought the whole amendment unnecessary and supererogatory. 

Mr, ROBERTSON replied to such objections as had been 
taken to his amendment. 

The amendment was rejected withouta count. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD adverted to the requisition upon the 
boats which the bill provides to carry a suction-hose anda fire 
engine; anil he proposed to sirike out the ninth suction of the 
pill, which contains that requisition, 

Mr. THOMAS was of opinion that this section ought to be 
stricken from the bill. 

My. BIDDLE concurred in this view; and the amondment pre- 
vailed without a division, 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved an amendment, striking out the 
minimum of the punishment imposed, go as to leave it more 
discrotlonary with the court to graduate the punishment to 
comparatively venial offences; and the amendment prevailed. 

Some other verbal amendinents were offered, adopted or re- 
jected, ow motion of dierent members, 

Mr. CHILDS of New York offered an amendment, which was 
adoptod; and Mr. DUNN and Mr. UNDERWOOD each offered 
amonudments, which were rejected. 

Mr. GRAY moved an amendment to the eighth section, 60 as 
to name the lakes to which that provision is to apply. The 
amendment prevailed. 

Mr. HAMER moved that tha committee rise, and report the 
bill to the House; which motion prevailed; and the bill and 
amendments being reported, 

Mr. EVANS moved that the bill and amendments, offered and 
to be otfered, be printed; which motion prevailed. 

The Mouse then ordered to a third reading the bill from the 

Jommittee ofthe Whole, to appoint a board to tert the prac- 
ticability of inventions to prevent the explosions of steamboat 
boilers. ‘The kill was read athird time, and passed. 

Several Senate bills were then takon from the Speaker's table 
read twice, and referred, 

Soveral private bills, on their third reading, where then read, 
and passed. - 

Mr MITCHELL moved that the House do now adjourn; 
which motion (at a quarter past 6 o'clock) prevailed. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, June 16, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 
from sundry citizens of the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia, requesting Congress, without delay, to 
pass the Independent Treasury bill: iaid on the 
table. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lntionary Claims, reported several bills from the 
House that had been referred to that committee, 
without amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which had been referred the bill 
from the House providing for the settlement of the 
accounts of Richard Harrison, late commercial 
agent for the United States in Spain, reported the 
same without amendment, recommending its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
House making an appropriation for a compilation 
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of the laws passed by the Territorial Legislature of 
Florida, reported the same without amendment. 

The bills. from the House for the relief of the 
heirs of Colonel Francis Vigo, deceased, and for 
the relief of the heirs at law of Captain Frederick 
M. Beall, deceased, were severally read twice and 
referred. pred 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
the State of Louisiana, and r 

The bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial 
Society, of the city of Washington, were severally 
read the third time and passed. : 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Secretary of the 
Navy was directed to communicate to the Senate 
the proceedings of a court martial at Gosport, on 
the case of Captain William Ramsay of the navy. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Se- 
nate resumed the consideration of the bill to esta- 
blish a Surveyor General’s office for the State of 
Michigan. 

Mr. PRENTISS temporarily withdrew his 
amendment requiring the. field-notes and other 
documents relating to surveys to be deposited, 
when the duties of the land ofice should terminate, 
with the Secretaries of State of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, respectively. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then offered a substi- 
stute for the bill, providing for the removal of the 
present Surveyor General’s office for Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan, from Cincinnati to Michigan Gity, 
in Indiana. . Mr. 8’s substitute also embraced Mr. 
PRENTISS8’s above amendment as a second section 
to the bill. j x 

Mr. NORVELL moved to strike out “Michigan 
city, in Indiana,” from this substitute, and insert 
Detroit, in Michigan. 

This question being divided, the motion to strike 
out was carried—ayes 17, noes 10. 

Mr. NORVELL then withdrew his motion to in- 
sert Detroit. 

After some remarks from Messrs. TIPTON, 
LYON, and NORVELL, 

Mr. TIPTON moved to fill the blank with the 
city of St. Josephs. 

Mr. ALLEN, after some remarks, proposed to 
fill the blank with the town of Toledo, in Ohio. 

On taking the question, Mr. Tirron’s motion 
was carried—yeas 27, nays 4, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky,Clay 
of Alabama, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, White, and Young 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Brown, and Bu- 
chanan—4, 


Messrs. LYON and NORVELL addressed the 
Senate in favor of the bill, and contended for the 
necessity of creating a Surveyor’s office for Michi- 
gan, and for abolishing such offices as may from 
time to time become useless. 

Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky and LUMPKIN 
opposed the bill, contending that the office was un- 
necessary and urging the adoption of the amend- 
ment. 

After some remarks from Messrs. NORVELL, 
LYON, SMITH of Indiana, and TIPTON , the 
question was put on concurring with the amend- 
ment as amended, simply requiring the removal of 
the office from Cincinnati to St. Josephs; and it 
was lost-—yeas 19, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Davis, Lumpkin, Morris, Niles, 
Sr Ee Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 

mith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tipt | 
White—19. T a as 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, Wright, 
and Young—19, , 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to lay the bill on 
the table, with a view to prepare an amendment 
for abolishing old land offices when no longer re- 
quired. . 

-This motion was adopted—yeas 36, nays 6, as 
follows: l 

- YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 


ka 


AG 


Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, - 


Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 

bard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Morris, 
` Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Preston, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith. of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, and Wright-—34. 


NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Pierce, Prentiss, — 


Robinson, Trotter, and Young—6. 
PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported the bill with the amend- 
mants referred to them, granting pre-emption to set- 
tlers on the public lands, with recommendations 
that the amendment of Mr. Waits to the amend- 
ment of the House relating to Choctaw reservations 
be adopted, and that the amendments of the House 
so amended be then concurred in. 

Mr. Wuire’samendment wasaccordingly agreed 
to. S 

` At the request of Mr. YOUNG, who expressed a 
wish slightly to modify one of the amendments of 
the other House, the bill was temporarily laid on 
he table, subsequently taken up, the amendments 
of the House further modified, and concurred in by 
the Senate. 

After which the bill, at the instance of Mr. 
HUBBARD, was again laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Major General Alexander Ma- 
comb, 

The question at issue on this bill was understood 
to be whether or nota brigadier-general, being a 
major-general by brevet, should, when his com- 
mand merely exceeded a brigade, without amount- 
ing to a fall division, receive the pay of his brevet 
rank. 

The bill, at much length, was opposed by 
Messtis. BUCHANAN, CALHOUN, PRENTISS, 
NICHOLAS, and WHITE, and advocated by 
Messrs. HUBBARD and STRANGE. 

On the question of its engrossment for a third 
reading, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clayton, Hub- 
bard, Lyon, Norvell, Preston, Strange, and Tall- 
madge—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, Mc- 
Kean, Monton, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiava, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, White, 
and Young—23, 

So the bill was rejected, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, June 13, 1838. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the motion of Mr. 
Hopxins to reconsider the vote by which one 
branch of a memorial of Francis P. Blair was re- 


ferred to a select committee; and the question of ' 


reconsideration being propounded, the vote was, 
ayes 47, noes 39-——no quorum. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio suggested that the 
subject be postponed for the present, to permit peti- 
tions to be presented. 

Mr. THOMAS expressed a hope that the House 
would dispose of this question now. Charges of a 
grave character had been made against the Editor 
of the Globe, touching his conduct as a public offi- 
cer, acting as a printer to this House. His cha- 
racter in other respects had been implicated. 
Some of these charges, as Mr. T. understood, had 
been countenanced by statements published in the 
public journals having the sanction of members of 
this House. Mr. Blair, the person thus implicated, 
has appealed to this House to have the truth of 
these matters inquired into. Mr. T. thought that 
the House ought forthwith to organize the proper 
committee, that the subject might be fully examin- 
ed before the session closed. Such a course was 
due to the citizen who had appealed to us for jus- 
tice. I: was due to these by whom these charges 
were made; and to the public, interested in the 
character of a public press, of wide circulation, 
and extended influence over public opinion. Ht 
was not to be supposed that we should have before 
us to-day a petition better entitled to eur prompt 
consideration, and there could, therefore, be no 
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good reason for postponing this petition tè consider 


others. f 


Mr. McKAY madea brief statement of the claim 
of Blair and Rives, as set forth in the memorial of 
Mr. Blair. ; : : 

Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts called for 
the reading of the memorial, which, having been 
done. ae 
Mr. McKAY proceeded with the statement de- 
duced from the memorial, - . 

-Mr. HOPKINS opposed the reference of ‘the 
proposed branch of the memorial of a select com- 
mittee, but advocated the reference, if referred at 
all, to the Post Office committee. ‘ 

Mr. BRIGGS also contended that the whole sub- 
ject was within the province, and especially belong- 
ed to the duties of the same committee. 

Mr, CUSHMAN presuming that every gentle- 
man was prepared to vote, moved the previous 
question, but withdrew it at the request of 


Mr, CROCKETT, who said he believed. the whole . 


was a manœuvre on the part of the memorialist 
to get his iniquities white-washed, and therefore 
Mr. C. wished some reference given to the subject. 

Mr. C. then made a statement in reference to the 
publication of a private letter of his in reply to an 
impertinent and insulting letter to himself from 
some individual in Tennessee, whom Mr. C. de- 
nounced as destitute of, and lost to, every sense of 
propriety and common decency. Mr. C. declared 
that he had stated nothing in that letter which he 
did not then, and now, believe to be true, with re- 
ference to Mr. Brnron’s and Mr.  Cattoon’s 
speeches; and he reiterated that hundreds of thou- 
sands of “ Extra Globes” were sent gratuitously to 
his district and other parts of the country, franked 
by public officers of the Government. Mr.C. ani- 
madverted still further, with great severity, upon 
what he termed the “insult” he had received in 
the letter written to him by the individual in ques- 
tion, who was a member of the Tennessee Legisla- 
ture, and also upon the general course cf the 
Globe. He concluded, in pursuance of his pledge, 
by renewing the motion for the previous question. 

The motion was seconded by the House, 
78 to 57; and the main question being ordered 
thereon— 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked for 
the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were 
105 to 93. 

So the motion was reconsidered. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved to refer that por- 
tion of the memorial on the post office claim to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
the remainder to the Committee on Pablic Expendi- 
tures, 

Mr. THOMAS addressed the House for some 
time in favor of the investigation asked for by the 
memorialist, as due to the country, to the indivi- 
dual whose conduct had been assailed, and due, 
also, to those who had brought the allegations. 
He was, therefore, in favor of a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CARTER remarked upon what he termed 
the extraordinary inconsistency of gentlemen now 
advocating a reference to a select committee, who 
had heretofore always opposed such references, 
even when the standing committees had a vast 
mass of business before them, whereas now 
they had got through with most of the subjects un- 
der their charge. Mr. C. said that, though 
he should vote for the reference to a select 
committee, it was the less necessary on the 
ground that the main facts were notori- 
ous, such as a tariff upon the office-holders, 


in the way of contributions, to subserve party pur- ` 


poses, and pay for Glebes, etc. Mr. S. also stated, 
among other things, that the public clerks were em- 
ployed for the purpose of folding and directing 
speeches and documents, to inundate the country. 


Mr. TITUS wished the gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee to explain. The honorable gentleman had 
charged the officers of the Government with em- 


ploying the clerks in the public service to fold docu-' 


ments with which to inundate the country. He de- 
sired to know if the gentleman from Tennessee in- 
tended to embrace in that charge some two or three 
hundred thousand of the speeches of Mr. WEBSTER, 
which had been procured from the city of New 


of the House. ` ; 


York, and ordered by his political friends in Còn- 
gress to be folded at the public expense, and which 
had actually been folded at’ the publi¢ expense? 
Mr. BOND went into 4 number of statements of 
abuses, which he specified, and: referred to facts to 
sustain them. ©. ; SpE t SR R Fu 
Mr. CUSHMAN. hoped the: subject. would -be 
fully investigated, and; ‘to test ‘the-sense “of the 
House, he demanded the previous quéstion. `< 
Mr. GARLAND of. Virginia, 


asked’ the gentle- 


-man to withdraw the motion, to enable himi:to- ex- 


tend the scope of the inquiry to the present. printer 


Mr. CUSHMAN at first declined, but: subse- 
quently withdrew it, and i 

Mr. McKAY accepted Mr. GarLanD’s instruc- 
tions as a modification: of his motion ‘to refer the 
subject to a select committee. < ; : 

Mr. THOMAS made a few remarks:in rejoinder 
to Messrs. Carrer and Bonn, when the previous 
question was seconded—ayes 95, noes 40;-and: the 
main question being ordered, i K 

That part of the memorial involving the claim 
was referred to the Post Office. Committee, and 
that praying for an investigation into the accounts 
{or public printing was.nhot referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Expendjtures—ayes 89,-noes -89, 
a tie—the Crair voting in the negative, | 

The question recurring on referring this branch — 
of the memorial to a select committee, 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered. oR ot 

“Mr. REED moved a call of the House: rejected 
without a division... - eh aig E hse 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana called for a diyi- 
sion of the question,'so as to divide that of com- 
mitment from the instructions; and the vote ‘on re- 
ference to a select committee was—yeas 101, nays 
100, as follows: inte: ee cen ge hs 

YEAS—-Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Bicknell, 
Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Cam- 
breleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Connor, Crary, Cushman, De Graft, Dromgoo e, Edwards, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, n Gallup, James 
Garland, Grant, Haley, Hammond, Famer, fawking He 
Volsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbet- 
ter, Logan, Loomis, James M., Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure,’ Miller, Montgo- 
mery, Moore; Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter,’ Penny- 
backer, Petrikia, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, John H. 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Shefer, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towna, Turney, Vail, 
Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Jared W, Williams, 
Worthington, and Yell—101. ‘ 

NAYS--Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ayorlegs 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William_B.-Calhoun, John Cal- 
hoon, Wm. B, Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, 
Corwin Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Da- 
vies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher. 
Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wm. Graham, 
Graves, Greinell, Griffin, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Ienry, Herod, Jenifer, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 
Legare, Lincoin, Lyon, Marvin, Maury, May, McKernan, 
Menefee, Milligan, Miteheli, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Oxle, Paiterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 
S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Robinson, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Auguatine H. 
Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Underwood, Albert 8. White, John” White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wiliams, ©. H. Wiliams, -Wise, 
Word, and Yorke--100.. - es ` 

So that branch of the memorial was referred to a 
select committee. ` i 
> [Just as the Crain had announced thè result, 
Mr. Brne rose and stated that his name ‘was not 
recorded, though he was understood to say that he 
had voted in the affirmative; but it was ‘decided 
to be too late to make the correction, or allow the 
gentleman to vote.] r 

The question was then taken onthe instructions, 
and decided in the afirmative—yeas 195, nay 1. 

‘The committee was ordered to consist of five 
members. ` so TS a 

Mr. GRANT then asked. leave.to submit a reso- 
lution setting apart to-morrow forthe consideration 
of the two harbor bills. = < 

Objection being made— 

Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, which were refused, 
and the House refused to suspend. ’ 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of Territories and States, and were prè- 
sented as follows: D . 

Mr. YELL presented several petitions for Mr. 
Downine of Florida. i 


aynes, 


pis s] 
“BOND. and CHANEY of Ohio. 
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essts. HAMER, ‘GOODE 


„convention „of delegates. from the banks of Ohio, 
"praying .the.repeal or - modification -of the law 


“which prohibits the receipt, in the payment of duties 


“to the Government, of the. bills of such banks as 


-. haye issued nates. of a, less denomination: than five | 


dollars since the 4th.of July, 1836,.and moved its 


_. reference to a select committee. i 


. Mr, CUSHMAN moved to refer. it to the Com- 
mittee of Ways.and-Means. seat wE 
This: motion having preference under. the.rules 


. of the House, . 


-Mr. KILGORE moved to amend the motion by 


instructing the Committee. to. report a bill in con- 


_ whole session. 


formity with the prayer of the memorialists. 

This. giving rise to debate, : : 

The SPEAKER announced that: the . subject 
wouldlieoverunderthe rules. > 

On. motion. of Mr.. KILGORE, the memorial was 
then ordered to be printed. i : , 

Mr. J. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee. f 


[Mr. Josgen L. WriLeiams presented the memo- | 


tial.of a number of the citizens of Knox. county, 
Tennessee, praying Congress to appropriate. the 
public. land: of .the. United States 
limits. of Tennessee, south and west of the. Con- 
gressional reservation line, to thé improvement of 
the: navigation. of those portions of the Hol- 
ston and Tennessee rivers which are. within the 
limits of said State: referred to the Committee on 
Poblic Lands.} 

Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama. 

Mre THOMPSON, of South Carolina. 

Mr. 8. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, of Virginia. 

Messrs. PETRIKIN, NAYLOR, McKEN- 
NAW, POTTER, BEATTY, HAMMOND, and 
PAYNTER. of Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. Peresin presented a petition. signed by a 
nusaber,of-highly, respectable citizens of Columbia 


“county, Pennsylvania—one of them a bank. direc- 
_dor«praying Congress to inquire:into the connec- 
tion-of members.of Congress with banks, either as 


stockholders, officers.of banks, or debtors to the 
banks; and moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means.] 

(Mr. Hammonn presented a memorial from citi- 
zeus of the city and county of Philadelphia, re- 
questing the discontinuance of banks as deposito- 
ries of public funds.] 

(Mr. Paynter. presented three memorials, nu- 
merously. signed by the. citizens of the city and 
coumly of Philadelphia, asking the. speedy passage 
of the “Independent. Treasury bill: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to which: the Independent -Treasury bill was re- 


femed:] eee 
Mr. YORKE of New Jersey. 
Messrs. JONES, TITUS, and HOFFMAN, of 
New Yorke os) 
Mr. TOUCEY of Connecticut. 
Mr, TILLUINGH of Rhode Island, — . 
Messrs. CUSHING, GRENNELL, ADAMS, 
PHILLIPS, LINCOLN, and BRIGGS, of Massa- 
chusetts. . fie os Fleaiie à f 
Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire... 
“[Mr.J. W. Wintiams: presented the petition of 
M. L. Atkinson, and one hundred and sixty-fcur 
others students» of: Dartmouth College ta reseind 
the resolution of the 27th of December, and permit 
the memorials of the ‘people to be heard.] 
Mr. FAIRFIELD of Maine. 
The House then took its daily recess. 


i EVENING SESSION, = 0. 
““The House met at half past three o'clock, ac- 


“cording to the order, and went into Committee of 


the Whole for the consideration of the bill to . esta- 


_blish certain post routes and discontinue others. ` 


The sections of the bill were read in order, ac- 
cording to the States in which the routes were 
located, and various amendments were proposed, 


of merély,.loca] interest, occupying nearly the 


Mr. HOPKINS moved an amendment, appro- 


“ priating two hnndréd and twenty-five thousand 


, KILGORE, | 
>$ Mi KILGORE: presented the memorial of a 


within: the . 


dollars to carry into effect. the provisions of the 
bill. : 
. Mr. H. alluded to the condition of the Post Office 


- Department, and said that owing to. the extension 


of facilities to the country, and the extraordinary 
embarrassments of the times, it would be. impossi- 
ble to establish new routes from the present re- 
sources of the office; and it might even be necessary 
to discontinue some of those already established, if 
aid were not granted from the Treasury. © He 


‘should be opposed to the passage of the bill unless 


means were aflorded to carry it into effect. 

Mr. WISE objected to the appropriation, and 
alluded to the reports of the Postmaster General, 
with an allegation that they were inconsistent and 
contradictory. The first report, he said, stated the 
Department was in debt near half a million of 
dollars. The second report stated, that, as if by a 


|: magic wand, order had been brought out of con- 


fusion, and solvency from bankruptcy. ‘The report 
at the called session, or at the commencement of 
this one, stated that the Postmaster General could 
sustain his Department upon his own resources, 
and that he needed no aid from the Treasury. If 
all this was true, how could it be that this appro- 


_priation. was necessary. . He was inclined to be- 


lieve that the Postmaster General was hoarding his 
resources, to be used for electioneering, purposes, 
and he would not trust this sum of money to him 
to be used for electioneering purposes; for the ap- 


plication of it to the creation. of new post routes | 


was permissory, and not obligatory. 

Tne debate was briefly and incidentally con- 
tinued till a quarter past eight o'clock, when, with- 
out coming to any decision, the committee rose and 
reported progress ; and 

The [Louse adjourned, 


COMMITTEE ON THE PETITION OF F. P. BLAIR. 
Mr. McKAY. 
HOPKINS. 
THOMAS, 
HAMER. 
HOFFMAN. 

The following is the order under which the 
above committee was appointed: 

Ordered, That so much of the memorial of 
Francis P, Blair, as invites a scrutiny ofall his ac- 
counts for work executed for Congress and the 
public offices, be referred to a select committee 
with instructions to inquire into the manner 
in which the public printing for Congress and 
the Executive Departments has been executed; 
whether the same has been done conformably to 
law; and whether any and what change can be 
made for the public good. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnay, June 18, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented six memorials from 
the citizens of Philadelphia county and city, 
urging the propriety of immediately passing the 
Sub-Treasury bill, and manifesting a strong indis- 
position to the establishment of a United States 
Bank: laid on the table. 

. Mr. B. also presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying that no interna- 
tional copy right Jaw may be passed: referred to 
the Commiitee on. Patents. 

_. Also, a petition from certain citizens of the Djs- 
trict of Columbia, praying that a diplomatic agent 
may be sent to Hayti, and commercial regulations 
entered into with that: Republic: laid on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD- presented the petition of the 
widow of Roger Alden, of the Revolutionary army, 
praying a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

„Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to.which had been referred the 
bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, 
late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of the district of 


- Baton Rouge, in West Florida, reported the same 
-witan amendment, 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Sho-ba-nies, a Potta- 


-watamie Indian, asking confirmation of ‘a grant of 


land: concurred in. ated : 
Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Claims, reported the bill from the House 


of Representatives for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of —— Lathrop, without amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to recommit the. bill 
from the House of Representatives, for the relief of 
James H. Bradford, which had been adversely 
reported on; which was agreed to. =- 

Mr. SEVIER, from the. Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Arkansas, praying the 
passage of a law authorizing patents to be issued 
for lands confirmed under Spanish grants, was 
instructed by said committee to ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. TALLMADGE asked the unanimous con-- 
sent of the Senate to bring in a bill to abolish im- 
prisonment for debt in certain cases. He had 
hoped that the Committee on the Judiciary would 
have presented a bill for that purpose, but he was 
aware that there might be a difference of opinion 
as to its adoption. He alluded to the strange 
anomaly which existed on this subject in New 
York; where, though the citizen is exempt from 
imprisonment for debt by the laws of the State, 
he is incarcerated under process from the United 
States courts, and where the subject has been 
deemed worthy the presentment of a grand jury. 
Mr. T. appealed to the Senate to unite with him to 
wipe this foul blot from the statute books of the 
nalion, ©. 7 

Mr. GRUNDY, the chairman of. the Committee 
on the Judiciary, expressed his willingness to act 
on it with as little delay as possible. He felt 
strongly inclined to favor the measure, though the 
consent of the Senate might be obtained to act on 
it without a reference. The bill was short, and 
provided only for those States where imprisonment 
for debt was already abolished. 

The “bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
certain cases” having been read, 

Mr. TALLMADGE said some Senators had 
suggested that it had better be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The bill was accordingly 
referred. 

The North Eastern Boundary question was then 
called up by Mr. BUCHANAN, who addressed 
the Senate at length, and was followed by Messrs. 
DAVIS and WILLIAMS. 

At five o'clock the Senate went into Executive 
session, and then 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, June 19, 1838. 

Petitions were, on leave, presented by Mr. 
ADAMS and Mr. FRY. 

(Mr. Fry presented sundry memorials from citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, very 
numerously signed, praying for the passage of the 
Independent Treasury bill. Said memorials were, 
on Mr. F's motion, committed to the same Com- 
mittee of the Whole to which was committed the 
said bill, and ordered to be printed.] 

; TEXAS. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave ta submit a resolution 
calling on the President for certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of Mississippi. 

Objection being made, Mr. A. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rales, on which the vole was—yeas only 
55, so that the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. A. then made a request to the delegation 
from Mississippi for a copy of the paper. 

Mr. A. resumed his remarks on the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs on the subject of 
Texas, under the motions to recommit with instruc- 
tions as given in Saturday evening’s Globe. Mr. 
A. continued during the residue of the hour, and 
gave way, without concluding, to the call by Mr. 
CampreLene for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings, transmitting a report of the expendi- 
tures on the Treasury building during the past 
years 

On motion of. Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Buildings. 

-_.. INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

‘On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
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resolved itself- into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Connor in the 
chair. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the consideration 
of the “bill to provide for the collection, safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue.” 

Mr. SERGEANT moved the “harbor bill;” 
which, Ke said, it was very important should be 
acted upon. It would not, he believed, consume 
much time. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it must be 
obvious that the bill he had moved, being the only 
debatable measure remaining for the present, had 
better be disposed of first, after which the regular 
business might be proceeded with. 

The question being taken on the first motion, by 
leliers, and there being 132 voting for it, more than 
a inajority of the whole House, the “Independent 
Treasury bill” was accordingly taken up, and hav- 
ing been read through by the Clerk, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, who was of course en- 
titled to the floor, gave way, at his request, to 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, who moved 
the following substitute: 


Strike out all after the words, ‘ Be it enacted,” 
etc. and insert: “ That all dues to the Government 
shall hereafter be collected in gold and silver coin, 
“Treasury notes of the United States, and the notes 
of sound specie-paying banks under such regula- 
tions and restrictions as may be prescribed by act 
of Congress, or by the Secretary of the Treasury; 
Provided, That no bank notes shall be received as 
aforesaid, except such as the bank of deposite shall 
agree to receive and credit as cash. 


2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to se- 
lect as special depositories of the public funds, and 
at such places as may be necessary, sound specie- 
paying banks, preferring, in all cases where such 
exist, banks owned in whole or in part by the 
States in which the same are situated. 


3. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary be, 
and he is hereby, directed to contract with the 
banks selected as depositories aforesaid, for the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue, on such terms, and for such com- 
pensation, ashe may deem right and proper; stipu- 
Jating in all cases, under such guaranties as he 
may think necessary, that the public funds deposi- 
ted with said banks shall be in no case used in 
their business, nor otherwise used but in payment 
of drafts from the Treasury. 

Mr GARLAND of Virginia then said he would, 
with leave of the gentleman from New York, sub- 
mit a motion which, without the resort to any 
amendment or substitute, would test the sense of 
the House on the merits of the bill. He moved to 
strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then addressed the com- 
mittee as follows: 

Mr. C. said he would not detain the committee 
long, as the bill under consideration was accompa- 
nied by a detailed report on its provisions and 
principles. Indeed, any extensive argument in 
support of the measure had been rendered unneces- 
sary by recent events, which had swept away 
almost every material objection hitherto urged 
against it. 

The Sub-Treasury, as it is called, or the collec- 
tion, keeping, and disbursement, of the public reve- 
nue by our own officers, was established by the 
suspension of the banks in May, 1837. When we 
assembled in September last, it was proposed to 
regulate the Treasury by particular laws applica- 
ble to its actual condition. The measure was 
immediately and fiercely resisted as an alarming 
innovation, calculated to ruin trade, destroy the 
banks, and to break up the foundations of civil 
society. Such was the panic language uttered 
here during the late extra session, and spread 
throughout the land. This desolating measure, 
the Sub-Treasury, has now been in full opera- 
tion for more than thirteen months. Trade has 
recovered from the lowest point of depression, con- 
fidence is restored, and the banks have resumed 
Specie payments at the very places where the 
largest portion of our revenue is collected, and 


where the Treasury is most powerful. The arga- 
ments and predictions of gentlemen are thus tri- 
umphanily refuted and contradicted. a 
Notwithstanding these satisfactory results, it is 
still attempted to excite the fears of those who 
are engaged in trade. | The mere idea of debating 


the question is made a subject of alarm, the press ` 


encourages the most fearful apprehensions, the 
stock exchange isin commotion, and the banks, af- 
ter promising resumption, are suddenly arrested. 
And what is the foundation for ail this commotion 
and alarm? How can it possibly affect the trade 
or banks of the country, whether Congress should 
or should not regulate by particular laws, a system 
which is already established by a few general laws, 
and which must in any event be continued for 
years tocome?’ Suppose we reject this bill, and 
go home, does the Sub-Treasury cease? No, sir, 
it must continue, as it is now, the law of the land, 
and will continue through 1838, °39, 40, and 741, 
in spite of all the lamentations here or elsewhere. 

The non-resuming banks are especially alarmed. 
But a short time since the passage of the bill re- 
pealing the Specie Circular, was hailed as a mea- 
sure removing the last difficulty to the resumption 
of the banks generally. Another circular appear- 
ed, and they were suddenly arrested in their pro- 
gress to resumption. This circular embraced 
nothing but the provisions of the laws of 1836, and 
made no change, except what was required by the 
act repealing the Specie Circular. The same in- 
structions were, in pursuance of that law, given to 
every receiving and collecting officer throughout 
the Union. 
quires, that’ no notes shall be received but those 
which are redeemable in specie at the place where 
they are received. ‘This has been our uniform 
practice, under every system, and it is not probable 
we shall ever repeal that regulation. It also directs, 
in obedience to the act of April, 1836, that no note 
shall be received of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars. 

It is a matter of little moment to the banks whe- 
ther one thousand and millions of revenue are col- 
lected in their notes of twenty dollars and upwards, 
so long as their notes are receivable for public dues. 
There is but one provision which can affect any of 
the banks, and that is the restriction in the act of 
June, 1836, which prohibits the receipt of the notes 
of any bank which has issued, since the 4th July, 
1836, any bill or note of a less denomination than 
five dollars. It happens, unfortunately for the 
Bank of the United States, and most of the other 
banks acting in concert with that institution, that 
their notes are notexcluded by this provision in the 
act of 1836. On the contrary, while these banks 
would, if they resume, enjoy this special privilege, 
the notes of almost all the banks which have al- 
ready resumed cannot be received. So far, then, 
as the recent circular operates at all, the Bank. of 
the United States and its associa‘es have every in- 
ducement to resume, in order that their notes may 


be received in payment of public dues, while the: 


notes of other banks are excluded. 

But, it seems, these non-resuming banks can do 
nothing till they know the fate of this bill, Why, 
sir, if all the complaint is that the law, as it stands, 
prohibits the receipt of the notes of banks which 
have issued notes of a less denomination than five 
dollars, they should anxiously desire the passage of 
the bill; for one of its provisions effectually repeals 
the restriction in the act of 1836, and authorizes 
the receipt ef the notes of all specie paying banks 
immediately, and for a time, and chiefly in such 
notes for years tocome. That is the only provi- 
sion of the bill which can possibly affect the ques- 
tion of resumption. The other provisions, so far 
as they relate to the collection, keeping, and dis- 
bursement of the revenue, are substantially now in 
force, and must remain so until we substitute bank 


agents for our own officers, which no one now con-` 


templates. The defeat of this bill cannot, therefore, 
affect any of the banks, except unfavorably, as it 
would leave the restriction of the act of 1836 unmo- 
dified and unrepealed. But neither its passage or 
defeat can in any manner affect the Bank of the 
United States, as the existing restriction does not 
exclude the notes of that institution, whenever it 
may resume specie payments. -> 


The circular directs, what the law re- | 


Whatever course, sir; the banks may think pro- 

per to pursue, it is our ‘doty: to supply the defi- 
ciency in our laws regulating'our Treasury: ‘That 
‘Department has been left, for more thar a-year, 
acting under the authority of a few ancient: laws, 
and the Secretary has been necessarily compelled 
to provide by Treastiry Orders: for the ‘collection, 
keeping, and disbursement of onr retenue: I am 
unwilling to believe thata majority of either House 
are disposed longer to leave’so largë a discretion to 
any public officer. “It must: be obvious to every 
gentleman that no material modification of- our ex- 
isting revenue system’ can be antidipatéd, if ever, 
until 1842; and it remains for us to decide whether 
Congress, or the Secretary of the Treasury, shall, 
for four years to come, provide-all the regulations 
necessary in the operations of that’ most important 
Department -of our Government. - : 

There is no prospect, at present, of any material 

change in our existing system of managing our 
revenue. No Bank of the United: States can be 
chartered, if at all, for four: years to come, end the 
State bank deposite act has nullified itself. By-that 
act, no. bank can be employed-as a deposite bank 
which has,.since the 4th July, 1936, issued or paid 
out any note or bill of a less denomination than 
five dollars. .What bank is there in the United 
States, whether of issue or not, which has not, dur- 
ing'the suspension, “paid out” a bill or note. of a 
less denomination than five dollars? No-such sys- 
tem can be revived until that restriction is repeal- 
ed, and any such proposition would: certainly be 
rejected. Even if new banks: are. established, it 
cannet be supposed that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, after what has occurred, would. feel himself 
authorized to. employ any bank, without requiring 
ample security in actual funds, immediately avail- 
able in any emergency, dnd equal to any amount 
which might at any trime remain in deposite. Nor 
is it probable that he would consider.it a faithful 
or just compliance with the law, to re-establish a 
State bank deposite system for some States, while 
all the others were under Treasury regulations, 
thus giving to the banks in one section the profits 
on the use of the public money,.contrary to the de- 
sign of the act. None but a general State bank 
deposite system, if any, can be adopted, and such 
would require, if ever proposed, a thorough revi- 
sion of the late law. . : 

So far then, as it regards the question of bank agen- 
cy, it must be considered as postponed, atleast, till the 
time may. arrive when both’ Houses of: Congress 
and the Executive accord:in opinion—-a harmony 
which has not often existed for many Administra- 
tions past, and of which thereis no chance whatever 
lll 1842, even ifit should then happen. 

The next question relates to the receipt of bank 
notes in payment of public dues. I trust we are 
not about, from mere opposition to this particular 
measure, to run into the opposite extreme, and, as 
some gentlemen propose, make permanent pro- 
vision for receiving the notes of specie paying 
banks, of every denomination whatsoever. On this 
question a very large majority of both Houses 
have hitherto adopted sqgnd_ principles—they have 
been hard money men; and this is certainly not a 
time when either House should abandon on this 


- important question any ground previously occupied. 


One of the propositions which has.been repeatedly 
made -at the present session in. both Houses, is to 
repeal the 2d section of the act of 14th April, 1836, 
viz: PAA ‘ 

“That, hereafter, no bank note of a less denomination than 
ten dollars, and that from and after. the 3d day of March, anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, no bank note of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars, shall be offered in pay- 
ment in any case whatsoever in which money isto be. paid by 
the United States or the Post-Office Department; -nor shall any 
bank note, of any denomination, be so offered, unless the same 
shall be payable, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at 
the place where issued, and which shail not be equivalent to 
specie at the place wnere offered, and convertible inve gold or 
sliver upon the spot, at the will of the holder, and without delay 
or loss to him; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construedto make any thing but gold or silver.a l.gal tender 
by any individual, or by the United States.” 

From the moinent the receipt of bank notes was 
tolerated in _payment-of. public dues, this regula- 
tion should ‘have been adopted as a special duty of 
the Federal Government, whatever laws. the States 
and trade might prescribe fot themselves, ` The 
Constitution has assigned to us the care of the cur- 


rent coin of the country, and our Federal revenues 


~eshould: never have. been made. instrumental in cir 
ų culating notes‘of a denomination. which banished 
» that coin from circulation. . No such regulation 
was ever necessary, either to trade ‘or banks; nor 
`: is there any reason whatever for now repealing the 
section in question. .On the contrary, there are 
stronger reasons than ever for its continuance. 
When it was sent 10 this. House by the Senate in 
-18}6; so little was it.regarded.as a party question, 


a gentleman of the. Opposition moved that «it | 


-should -go into. immediate operation. His 
motion was rejected, but. the gentleman was 
right.. There was: no reason then for post- 

-poning it-a day, nor is: there now for suspend- 
ing itan hour, . Receive the notes of specie paying 
banks if you please, for all- your large payments 
forcustoms and lands, but do not make. the Fede- 
ral Government instrumental in excluding the cur- 
rent cain from our.circulation,. by constituting it 
the agent of the banks in enlarging their issues of 
small notes. . The section besides contains other 
and.impcrtant provisions, limiting the receipt of 
bank notes to those redeemable in specie and on 
the spot. I trust that it will remain the.law of. the 
land as long as the receipt of bank notes is tolera- 
‘ted, as a measure indispensable to the security of 
the revenue, and essentially contributing to the 
soundness of the curiency. 

It is also proposed to modify or repeal the pro- 
vision in the act of June, 1836, prohibiting the 
receipt of the notes of any bank which has, since 
the 4th July, 1836, issued any bill or note of a less 
denomination than five dollars. That object will 
be accomplished if this bill becomes a law. The 
20th section, together with the last, repeals this 
restriction.. This provision of the bill ıs, however, 
the one most violently opposed, because it proposes, 
at the end of six years, to dispense with the receipt 
of bank notes altogether. Nolangnage can express 
the abhorrence which some gentlemen entertain 
towards this-abominable and barbarous specie 
section. Yet itso happens, strange as it may seem, 
thal gentlemen themselves have been guilty of a 

Much more: atrocious act of treason against the 
banks than any ever attempted by the friends of 

` the Administration. ‘There was an important pro- 

> vision ‘in the celebrated: currency bill of 1837, 
which passed both houses by overwhelming votes, 
and was so great a favorite here, that the rule was 
suspended, the previous question ordered, and the 
bill passed without debate. In that bill will be 
found the following provision : 

“From and ater the passage of this act, the notes of no bank 
which shall issue or circulate bilis or notes Of a Joss denomina- 
tion than five dollars, shall be received on account of the public 
dues; frum and afterlihe thirty-first day of December, cighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, the notes of no bank which shail issue 
or circulate bills ornotos of a-tess denomination than ten dol: 
jars, shall beso. receivable; and from and. after the thirty-first 
day of Dacember, eighteen hundred. and forty-one, the like pro- 
hibition shall be extended to the. notes of all banka issuing or 
circulating billror votes. of a less denomination than twenty 
dollaya.’? : : 

Gentlemen may say this. was under other cir- 
cumstances, and before.the banks suspended specie 
payments, . What was- wise then might be other- 
wise now. What willthey say when they learn 
that this identical provision, word for word and let- 
ter for letter, was voted for inthe Senate of the 
United States. on the ‘third day- of October 
Jast, during the extra -session, by. every. mem- 
ber of the Opposition, and by every Conserva- 
tive?’ “And. what was this. proposition? Why 
that from and after the thirty-first day of Decem- 
hey, 1841, the notes of no bank. shall be received 
for public dues which issued or circulated any bill 
or note of a less denomination than twenty dollars. 
In other words, the revenue was after that date to 
-be collected exclusively in specie, or -in evidences 
of publie debt; for such would have been the ine- 
vitable result if gentlemen had succeeded in their 
owú. efforts to establish, what they are pleased to 
denominate, an exclusive metallic currency. There 
is not:@ bank in the Union which would have dis- 
continued, so long as they were permitted to do so, 
the issùing and circulating bank notes of a deno- 
mination less than. twenty dollars, merely. to sectire 
the privilege of having their notes received in pay- 
ment of public-dues, and redeemable in ‘specie on 
the spot. What,- then, is- the difference between 

this. proposition. and that in’ this bill, which has 
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been denounced as so disastrous in its effects? 
None substantially or practically, except that the 
proposition of gentlemen would have gone into ful, 
operation, and excluded bank notes, two years 
earlier than the period proposed in this bill. In- 
deed, four years earlier; for the ten dcllar provision, 
which was to take effect on the 31st of December, 
1839, would have effectually excluded the notes of 
every bank in the Union. It is not a little singu- 
lar that the most moderate measure should excite 
the abhorrence and alarm of the same gentlemen 
who twice voted for the other, and denounced the 
Jate President for retaining the bill containing this 
identical hard-money provision. : 

‘We are imperatively called upon to adopt some 
measure, at this time, whether it be permanent or 
merely temporary. Of the various propositions 
submitted at this and the late session, none have as 
yet commanded a majority of both Houses. The 
special deposite system cannot obtain the support 
of either party. The State bank plan, so recently 
exploded, as an independent proposition, would not 
receive fifty votes in this House. The only mea- 
sure which is now, or will be hereafter, supported 
as the antagonist of that now under consideration, 
isa National Bank. That has already been de- 
cided against by a large majority of this House, 
and has been rejected in the Senate by a much 
larger vote. The Independent Treasury, then, 
though it may not be sustained bya majority of 
this House, is undoubtedly preferred, both here 
and elsewhere, to either of the measures proposed. 
Are we, then, under such circumstances, to do 
nothing, and leave our Treasury wholly at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary for four years to come? I 
trust not. The bill under. consideration praposes 
to limit his discretion, and define his duties. Italso 
provides additional security for the public revenue, 
new checks upon onr public officers, and many 
financial regulations which should have been long 
since adopted. As to the specie section, its opera- 
tion is gradual, and will be imperceptible. Why, 
then, reject this bill, and leave the Treasury whol- 
ly unregulated? Why substitute Treasury orders 
for legal provisions? 

» Why is it that gentlemen who are so jealous of 
Executive discretion; who denounce the late Presi- 
dent for alleged usurpation, and who are daily ar- 
raigning the Secretary of the Treasury for his cir- 
culars—why is it that they refuse to co-operate with 
us in prescribing the duties of the Secretary, and 
of every other officer connected with the reveuue? 
There can be but one answer, If this bill passes, 
agitation will cease; we shall hear no more of Trea- 
sury circulars; the banks must resume specie pay- 
ments; exchanges will be adjusted, and the country 
will prosper without the agency of a National 
Bank. It is in vain to disguise the matter. Those 
who honestly believe that without such an institu- 
tion this conntry never can flourish, and that with- 
out consolidation this Government cannot stand, 
consider a few years of embarrassment to trade a 
sacrifice of little moment when compared with 
those permanent blessings which, in their opinion, 
would follow their triumph. The opposition to 
this measure is obviously preparatory to the 
great struggle in which we are about to en- 
gage. We are already furnished with the out- 
Une of. a national institution, or rather plan 
of Government, more formidable than any hith- 
erto projected. A ‘bank of fifty millions, owned 
by the Federal Government, the States and 
capitalisis—a union of seven-and-twenty Exe- 
cutives with the banking interest of the country— 
the concentration and consolidation of all political 
and moneyed power. To accomplish these great 
ends, we must postpone this measure from session 
to session, and leave our Treasury wholly unregu- 
lated. For such purposes are we invited to debate 
this question for two years to come, to benefit the 
leading. members of the stock exchange and their 
political associates. I trust that a majority of this 
House will not be influenced by any such consi- 
derations. We have already decided against every 
other. measure; and whether we reject or pass this 
bill, our revenue system remains unaltered. We 
merely substitute the will of Congress for Treasury 
discretion, and leave nothing to Executive power 
which can be regulated by law. 
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Mr. PICKENS then obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the House till the hour for taking the 
recess, = 


EVENING SESSION. 


The House met at half-past three, pursuant to 
the order. 

Mr. PICKENS concluded his remarks upon the 
subject of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia then obtained the 
floor, but stating that the subject had come up sud- 
denly, and that he was not prepared, he requested 
that the committee should rise, and indulge him till 
to-morrow. 

After some conversation upon the order of busi- 
ness, the committee rose, and reported progress. 

Upon motion of Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, the 
House then went into Committee of the Whole 
upon the post route Dill. 

The amendment of Mr. HOPKINS, with an 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, being under consideration, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD briefly went into an argu- 
ment to show that the proposed new routes could 
be established, without any extraordinary appro 
priation. 

Mr. REED expressed his desire to grant every 
facility to the country which could be done without 
encroachment upon the Treasury. He referred to 
some topics upon which he wished more informa- 
tion, and alluded to the express mail as an accon- 
modation to speculators, not generally useful to 
the people, and he thought it an extra expense that 
might be dispensed with. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied in relation to the 
express mail. It had not been brought directly be- 
fore the committee, though they had thought of the 
expediency of abolishing it. “That mail had only 
existed upon great commercial routes, and it had 
facilitated the transmission of intelligence; but as 
soon as railroad and steamboat communication had 
been established, that mail had been abolished. 
He did not know but he would go to dispense with 
it altogether, as the expense had been some hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars more than the in- 
come. 


Mr. POPE went into some considerations in fa- 
vor of the bill, and appealed to the committee not 
to embarrass the bill by objecting to trifles, as it 
was important, particularly for the West, that it 
should be passed. If the amendment was objec- 
tionable, he hoped it would be rejected, and that 
the bill would be passed. 


. YELL thought the principle had been, from 
the first, to make the Post Oflice Department sup- 
port itself from its own funds. This principle had 
been, in some instances, departed from, and he was 
willing to make a contingent appropriation, so that . 
the Postmaster General might have a discretionary 
power to use it or not as might be necessary. He 
did not wish that the little necessary accommoda- 
tion for the West should be withheld; but he would 
prefer that such routes as were requisite should be 
maintained there, and that some great routes in the 
interior, and upon the seaboard, should be so cut 
down as to keep the expenditure within reasonable 
bounds, Unless some appropriation was made, it 
would be necessary to cut down some of the routes 
in the old States, or refuse routes in the West which 
are absolutely necessary. 


Mr. MARTIN contended that it was idle, and 
would be futile, to pass the bill without t e amend- 
ment. He would not go into the statistics of the 
office, but it was stated by the Postmaster General 
that the funds available to the Department were 
not adequate to the call made by the proposed new 
routes. It was, therefore, proper to supply fands 
from other resources, or to reject the bill. He eon- 
tended for the necessity of establishing the routes 
proposed, and objected to the curtailment proposed 
by Mr. Yet. He did not wish to have any cur- 
tailment in these facilities for the accommodation 
of the people. 1 

The debate was further continued by Mesrrs, 
HALL, GOODE, MERCER, BRIGGS, MONT. 
GOMERY, YELL, and CALHOON, 
| After which the amendments were adopted, and 


the committee rose and reported the bilt to the 
House. $ 
And at a quarter past seven, 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, June 19, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Navy Department, in obedience 
to a Senate resolution of the 16th instant, with a 
copy. of the proceedings of the naval court martial 
held at Gosport, on the case of Captain William 
Ramsay, and with the subsequent correspondence: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS said that he arose for the purpose 
of asking the indulgence of the Senate, an indul- 
gence which, on former occasions, had been granted 
to members in noticing paragraphs in public prints 
which impugned either their honesty or honer as 
members of this body. He found in one of the 
morning papers of the city, the National Intelli- 
gencer, a publication, under the editorial head, cen- 
suring the course which his colleague and himself 
had deemed it their duty to take with regard to the 
bill proposing to grant leave to a society, cr com- 
pany of gentlemen who have united together, to 
erect a monument- to the memory of Washiagton 
upon a portion of the public ground in this city. 

Mr. M. said he did not rise in defence of himself, 
for he did not consider that his individual or political 
standing with his constituents depended, in the least 
degree, on any lying spirii which might be found 
in the mouth of the prophets of this modern Ahab. 
Frail as his claim on public favor might be, he 
was unwilling to trust it to such guidance; for, like 
their great prototype, these followersgenerally found 
the end of their path destructive to their hopes. But 
when his conduct here as a Senator was implicated, 
it reached further than himself; it affected those who 
sent them; and he felt ita duty which he owed to them 
tocorrectsuch misstatements as the paper before him 
contained. The editors had asserted that the two Se- 
nators from Ohio thought fit to hazard some very 
serious imputations against the managers of the 
Monument Association. This charge, though 
made in the nature of an insinuation, he said, was 
unfounded in fact, and untrue in its deductions. 
Him nor his colleague (who he was glad to see 
about taking his seat) had made no imputations 
against the managers. For himself, he did not 
know who they were, or whether there were ma- 
nagers at all. He had spoken only of the money 
which it seemed the society or their agents had re- 
ceived, and of the impropriety of connecting the 
Government with the abstractions or speculations 
of companies or-mere private individuals. What, 
then, did he hazard, or what imputation did he 
make? No specific allegation is made in this pub- 
lication as to the charge he is said to have made, 
because there was no foundation on which it could 
rest. It would be remembered by the Senate that 
when the bill was called up by the honorable chair- 
man on the District business, [Mr. Roans,] that 
his colleague inquired if any information had been 
furnished the committee as to the amount of funds 
the sociely had collected for the purpose; and we 
were informed that $30,000 was the sum stated. 
His colleague, as well as other members, felt 
surprised at the smallness of the sum, when it 
was a well known fact that the collecting 
agents of the sociely had traversed every portion 
of the United States, for the purpose of soliciting 
and receiving donations; his colleague had suggest- 
ed his doubts as to the correctness of the informa- 
tion that 630,000 only had been received, and had 
stated, at some length, his reasons for such doubts; 
his colleague believed that more than that sum had 
-been collected in Ohio alone; he concurred in this 
opinion, because he had understood from the same 
source that upwards cf $1000 had been paid or 
subse:ibed by the people of his own county. The 
object of his colleague and himself was to obtain 
juformation on the subiect, and he stated expressly 
that, if in error, he wished that error to be corrected 
from authentic documents, and on that account he 
objected to the bill until it was clearly shown how 
much money had been taken up, and to what use it 
had been applied. This suggestion, made for the 
purpose of information, is construed into hazarding 
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“jmputations against the managers; but the article 


does not stop: here. The editors have quoted a 
paragraph without giving credit to any paper, an 

he, Mr. M. had the right to consider this adopted 
child of the editors’ as their own, and for which 
they were willing to be answerable. In that quota- 
tion, it is stated that “Messrs. Morris and. ALLEN 
of Ohio, indirectly, and yet quite posilively, charged 
the managers.of the association with swindling; 
they said that they had accounted for $30,000 only 
when it was an ascertained fact that more than that 
amount had béen collected in Ohio alone.” 


This is not any thing like a true and correct represen- . 


tation of. what he said, but is a misrepresentation 
both groundless and false; he had stated his opinion 
enly asto what had been collected in his own 
county; a county which might be considered almost 
third rate in wealth and means; yet he believed 
that county had contributed liberally, and if a fair 
sample of the rest of Ohio, he had no douht of the 
correctness of his colleague’s opinion. ‘The reason 
why he believed a liberal contribution had been 
taken up in Ohio, was that the Governor of the 
State had given notice by way or form of procla- 
mation, that money was required for the erection of 
the contemplated monument,’and was to be collected 
by contribution. The people were half inclined 


to believe the requirement legal, and as the Sheriff - 


of his county had been charged with, or undertaken 
the collection, money was given without much in- 
quiry. The sheriff had forwarded by him [Mr. M.} 
asum of money which he had paid over in this 
city to some gentleman who he believed called him- 
selfagent, orsome such official name; butin his coun- 
ty it was not mere subscriptions, as he understood 
the game, but the actual money was paid, and the 
name of the donor taken down, who was told that 
the names of all who contributed would be 
inscribed on a roll, and preserved in the monu- 
ment. It was this extraordinary mode of levying 
contributions upon the peopte, under the influ- 
ence of the name of Wasuincton, that first 
drew his attention to the subject. He doubted 
then, and he still doubted, whether this money 
would ever be disposed of or applied, accerding to 
the intention of the donors; but he had viewed it 
asa mere private concern—one of those nume- 
rous devices for raising money, with which the 
country is almost literally inundated. But it is 
now attempted to engraft it upon the action of 
Congress; and he insisted that it was the duty of 
the managers, before they made this attempt, to have 
shown the actual state of their funds, and in what 
manner, and from whom, the same had been col- 
lected. He was not willing, for one, to attach the 
honor of his country to a scheme which, for aught 
he knew, might have been carried on by means of 
deception and fraud. Yet this reasonable request 
had been trumpeted by the morning paper as mak- 
ing a grave charge, or at least as casting imputa- 


tions. All he said, he had stated at the time, was . 


from information, and he yet believed the 
same to be correct, and he should continue to be- 
lieve so until the public is furnished - with full; 
clear, and satisfactory accounts from authentic do- 
cuments on the subject. But sir, (said Mr. M.) to 
avoid all misrepresentations asto what he now 
said, (though he was well convinced that was a 
vain hope,) he would again read the paragraph. 
{Here Mr. M. read the paragraph alluded to.) 
And he would now ask if the representatives from 
a sovereign State are to be thus charged with hav- 
ing made an unfounded imputation, which the pa- 
per before him asserts, and which in the abundance 
of its patriotism in money. matters, it undertakes to 
reprove, without furnishing the least evidence to 
the contrary of the suggestions made; and without 
any explanation, on his part, suffer this charge to 
go to the world? He thought not. 

Sir, said Mr. M. the remarks of my colleague, 
as well as those made by himself, seem to be a 
bitter pill to certain gentlemen who are wishing to 
connect the aid and influence of the Government 
to their (as yet concealed) private undertakings; 
he was glad the dose was beginning to operate, 
and he hoped it-would cause the contents to be 
thrown up to public view; and those who had been 
roaming over the country making collections, or 
had been the means of making such collections, 


might disgorge their ill-gotten wealth, if- what. he 
feared should turn out to be true; He had no 
idea of using the mantle of Government, like the 
mantle of charity, “to-coversa multitude of sins.” 

But, sir, said Mr: M. we have another:beautiful 
specimen of the kindly feelings: of: the: gentlemen 
engaged in this. monumental affair, towards the 
Senate, as’ well as towards the Administration it- 
self. -This precious- production. is: over the. signa- 
ture of “G. Watterson, Secretary,” and states as 
a direct charge, that the Senate of the United States 
has refused to grant.a small portion: of the” ppblic 
ground, within the city, necessary fora site fora 
monument to the Father of his Country. Who this G. 
Watterson, Secretary, is, he said, he didnot kaow, 
nor did he care; with him as an individualhe had no 
concern whatever.  This-notice he considered as 
the act of the Board of Managers; it was, he pre- 
sumed, issued by their authority, and he still con- 
sidered it a libel on the Senate. He would not, 
however, enter into any comparison between: the 
patriotism of the Senate and their regard for the 
fame of WasHkINncTon, and this monumental Board 
of Managers... He.said. it was evident to his mind 
that the object aud design. of this publication was 
to:produce political effect.- It was well known that 
a majority of the Senate were the friends of. the 


‘present. Administration, and if this article: could 
: impress the public mind’ with the belief that those 


who sustained the Administration had no regard 
for the memory of. Wassinaron, he had, no doubt 
it was expected it would: tend to promote individual 
and party. views.; :It:was a kind of. left, handed 


- blow to injure the Administration and its.friends in 


the Senate, ‘by charging them with meanness in re- 
fusing to accede to the wishes of the society. Al 


-such attempts he viewed as springing from: unwor- 


thy motives, and they are most commonly made 
by men who have been turned-out of official sta- 
tions for some unworthy act. But he feared there 
was another motive, besides, veneration for the 
name of Wasuineron, that prompted the agents 
and managers of this project to be so ardent 
in their endeavors to link themselves and scheme 
to the public concerns of the country. They 
were reported as having thirty thousand dol- 
lars only. This sum they could easily expend 
in the foundation, or even the first, corner stone, 
of the monument. They could devise a plan 
for the superstructure that would require millions 
for its completion; and if they could make this affair 
n Government concern, they wouldinsist, ag doubt, 
that the country would be disgraced if.the building 
was not completed; and Congress would be solicited 
and urged to made appropriations for the purpose, 
by all the force of speech and the blandishments of 
parties. Millions would be thus called for, and, in 
his opinion, appropriated, if the schemé ‘new in 
operation can succeed, to be expended by a private 
corporation, whose dependants, friends, and followt 
ers would grow rich in the progress of the work. I; 
was imputing nothing to say this might be the:case- 
for it would be found, he believed, in every instance 
in which the Government had undertaken to enter 
into any kind of partnership with. either compa- 
nies or individuals, Uncle Sam was sure to. bear 
the expense, let who might reap the profits. : He 
was totally averse to the Government having any 


thing to do.in this. matter, or. any other in which 


individuals were also to be concsrned as partners. 


. It was this that induced him to move the postpone- 


ment of the bill. PEN 

The charge in thé last paragraph which he 
had read, as to the refusal of the Senate. “to 
grant a small portion of public ground,”.&c. he 
thought came with an ill grace from a body of men 
who had made no exhibition nor‘ furnished any 
data by which the amonnt of money in.their hands 
could be ascertained. The-charge against him 
was publicly made, and he hada right to asi the 
society to make a public exhibition of their books, 
papers, and proceedings, that we might be able to 
judge. whether its own. claim to purity. was or 
was not well founded, and to show -that. no. part 
of the donations made. was. still stickiag to their 
fingers, or found in the. palms ofthe hands of some 
who had received money. on this: account, before 
their friends undertook to censure. others for asking 
for information... When tke: Society had volunta- 


| the notice of Congress; they ought at 


hadtlean-hands. But why, sir, do these gentle. 
men’ask the interference of Congress in: any’ man- 
ner whatever). The enterprise was begun for indi- 
vidual glory, for the purpose of obtaining an impe- 
rishable renown, by the coupling their- names with 
that of Washington. At least ‘this was urged to 
induce contribulions’in his county; and he- would 
not, ‘by’-any act of- his, rob ‘gentlemen of this 
glory. which’ they hoped to acquire; nor would 
he ‘aid them” to acquire “glory which they. did 
not ‘deserve. He“ would have thém to- pursue 
that: course ‘which: their judgments: should ‘direct; 
and ‘were’ he engaged in the concern, it would. be 
his ‘last thought to apply to the Government for 
leave to erect iton public ground. He would not 
exposé -a monument of ‘this kind to the dangers 
which: public strife might produce. But, sir, said 
Mr: M: Ldo-not believe we are sent here to en- 
ter -into any scheme for the erection of monu- 
ments, by which the public moneys may be voted 
to be expended, under the direction of this, or any 
other society. Nor would he ever give his vote to 
connect thé Government with any private:associ- 
ation. whatever. : His. colleague had said ‘that for 
the Society to’say that only $30,000 had been col- 
ected. or subseribed, was a libel on the Ameri- 
can, people; for every portion of the conntry had 
` been ‘traversed by agents for this purpose; and he 
Jepeated again, that-the charge made in this verita- 
ble paper, as it claims to be, against the Senators 
from Ohio, was groundless and false. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he saw this morning 
in the National Intelligencer the publication which 
had fotmed the subject of his honorable colleague’s 
remarks. He knew that it would be very useless 
for a public man to engage in controversies with 
the conductors of the public press, and perhaps it 
would be wrong to do so; because whilst there was 
here almost an unlimited scope allowed. to the dis- 
cussions of members, he should be.very unwilling 
to restrain. the press... EJe was glad. that his- col- 
league had noticed the publication in the Intelligen- 
cer in the manner he: did, because: they could by 
this means correet. the. errors-of the Intelligencer. 
If the editors of. that paper: meant to. say that he 
and his colleague had chargedithe managers of this 
society with fraud, they did them injastice, If they 
meant to say that he and his colleague had charged 
any bedy with fraud, they did them equal injustice. 
The sum total of what was said by his colleague 
and himself was this: A bill was before the Se- 
nate to allow the managers of the Washington 
Monument Sociely to.erect a monument to the 
memory of Washington on- the public grounds; 
and. by one of ‘ils. provisions the work wasto be 
carried on under the superintendence of the Com- 
missioner of the Public Buildings: He [Mr. A.J 
ther took the occasion to inquire of the chairman 
of the’ Committee on the Districtof Columbia what 
amotnt of money the society had on hand to com- 
plete the work; and that Senator said that he be. 
lieved that the sum of thirty thousand dollars had 
been reported as the amount collected. Thereupon 
he [Mr.. A.] took. the occasion to express bis sur- 
prise at, and utter disbelief in, the correctness 
of this report... He did not-aseribe the embez- 
giement of the money ‘to any body; but, 
in reply, fo some remarks of the. Senator from: 
Michigan, [Mr. NorveLL,}. he said that he knew 
notone single man who had the management of 
this matter in the city of Washington; and, there- 
fore, could make no personal application to any 
body. He was aware that the persons who made 
this report of $30,000 might be ever :so honest in 
deing 50, and-yet the fact that the money had not 
been fairly applied might also be true. In what 
manner had this thing been conducted?’ The gen- 
nemen who had the management of it were here 
in the city of Washington. They had not person- 
ally had the collecting of this money. - They had 
had ‘almostiinnumerable agents ransacking. the 


eountry from one-end to the other, some of.whom* 


might be gocd-and:some bad. He said that he did 


not believe, nor would the American people bes. 
lieve, that but $30,000 had been-contributed by the. 


whole “people ofthe Uhited States,-called on in-the 
“manner they had been; bu he did not know where 


i ess, ‘they | the fault rested; he charged embezzlement to no: 
“show ‘that all concerned in this-business {| 


body. But the ground of his surprise at- this 
meagre report of $30,000, this “beggarly account 
of empty boxes,” was this: An object had been 


| proposed to the people of the United States, and 


that object was the erection of a national monu- 


‘ment to the memory of the national man of the 
country; and the name of Washington was so 


potential to the American people, went so far to 
excite their enthusiasm and stimulate their bounty, 
that the most ample contributions were expected. 
Besides, it was not only to be a national monu- 
ment, but ıt was to be erected at the seat of Go- 
vernment, tv stand as the admiration of the world. 
Added to all this, as the name of Washington was 
dear to the American people, the conspicuous and 
influential public men of the country favored the 
undertaking, and lent to it the sanction of their 
names; many of them giving letters to the tra- 
velling agents, addressed to their friends, requesting 
them to lend to it their aid. Every means had been 
resorted to excite the interest and stimulate the 
bounty of a grateful people. Armed with all this 
~—farnished with letters from high and influential 
public men, and going out from the capital of the 
nation, these agents went into the several States of 
this Union; and what did they do there? In seme 
of the States, he believed, the Executives aided 
the undertaking; and in his State the Executive, a 
popular and worthy man, lent the sanction of his 
official authority to extract the bounty of the peo- 
ple. Sub-agents were appointed for the counties, 
and with all this the people, so far ashe knew, 
contributed bountifally. His colleague stated that 
in the county in which he lived €1000 had been 
collected. He himself stated that so far as his 
knowledge went, there was not a single individaal 
in his county who had been called on who did not 
respond by complying with the demand. Under 
all these circumstances, he did state his disbelief 
that but $30,000 had been wrung from the hands 
ofa grateful people by such means. He stated 
that it was a reproach to the liberality of the nation 
to suppose that but this pitiful sum of $30,000 had 
been collected from fifteen millions of freemen. 
He did not state where the fault was, whether jt 
rested with the managers here or with the collect- 
ing agents, but there was great probability it was 
with the latter. Some of the names mentiovad of 
this board of managers, he ‘believed, were highly 
respectable men—all might be so; but, notwith- 
standing all this, there was good season to believe 
that more money had been collected than was re- 
ported. Sir, said Mr. A. the Senate, or at least 
many of its members, felt this surprise equatly 
strong with himself or his colleague, and the bill 
was struck down without a division, and for ihis 
obvious reason. The scale upon which this work 
was tọ be constructed was so large and mag- 
nificent, that the cost was estimated at one 
million of dollars, to be raised from the vo- 
luntary contributions of the American people. 
Every means had been used for two years to 
excite this boutity, and after all this, they reported 
that only $30,000 out of ihe million had been col- 
lected. What thee must be the consequences of 
passing this bill? Either that Congress must ap- 
propriate the deficiency, because the monument be- 
ing by its authority on the public grounds, and un- 
der the superintendence of the Commissioner of 
the Public Buildings, was in some sort a public 
work, or the peopie of the United States must be 
again visited by hosts of travelling agenis, in order 
to make up the sum wanted. Now every body 
knew how these things progressed. Give these pri- 
vate individuals to levy contributions on the peo- 


“ple of the States—put the work under the control 


of the public officers, and it will be some national 
affair. Then, the very next year it will be said 
that the people have subscribed and not paid, and 
Congress will be called upon to appropriate 
$150,000 for the year’s work. In a word, Congress 
must either appropriate tbe money out of the pub- 
lic purse, or tura loose all this machinery of agents 
and collectors upon the public, to make up one 
million of dollars’ at the rate of $30,000 in two 
years. These he thought were snfficient reasons 
why the Senate rejected the bill without a division. 
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He did not attend. to the publication of what he - 
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‘said on the subject the other day, but he hoped the 
reporters had reported it correctly, and he also 
hoped they would report him correctly now. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he was unwilling 
to interpose while this discussion was going on, ir- 
regular as the Senate must have felt it torbe, be- 
cause the Senators from Ohio bad, on other occa- 
sions; examples of a similar kind before them. He 
hoped, however, it would not again be tolerated, 
and that the presiding officer of the Senate would 
feel it his daty to check it at once. He hoped the 
Senate would not, for the sake of its own dignity, 
to say nothing of its improper interference with the 
despatch of public and private business now be- 
fore the body, again tolerate these discussions, 
founded on newspaper paragraphs. What would 
it lead to? Look to his own case: he might, if he 
adopted that course, take up at least one-third of 
the time of the Senate. He had been induced to 
make these remarks from the irregularity of the 
mode of proceeding, and not from any spirit of 
unkindness, or the Jeast wish to censure the con- 
duct of the two Senators from Ohio; bat this he 
would say, that no paper in this country was con- 
ducted with more regard to propriety, decorum, 
truth, and faithfulness of report, thanthe National 
Intelligencer; and he could wish that the other 
journals of this city, and particularly the one cone 
nected with the Government, would look more to 
this print for example. 

Mr. MORRIS observed that, in general, he en- 
tirely concurred with the Senator from, Kentucky. 
Ido, said he, deem this discussion irrégular, ahd 
would not have engaged in it if the example ‘had 
not been set him by some distinguished members 
of that body. But while the Senator from Ken- 
tucky spoke of the correctness of this newspaper, 
he must have recollected that when some of his 
(Mr. M’s} remarks were incorrectly reported in it 
some time ago, he undertook to correct them under 
his own signature; and the Senator would also re- 
collect how that correction was treated by the Edi- 
tors of the Intelligencer. He would now ask why 
they had not complied with their promise not to 
notice any remarks of his again? 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported the bill from the House, 
without amendment, for to extend the time for 
locating Virginia land warrants and returning sur- 
veys thereon. 5 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a-bill for the relief! of Hiram 
Hart, and others: read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the biil referred to them 
in relation to the Orphans’ Court of the county of 
Alexandria, D. CŒ. with an amendment, which was 
read and agreed to; and the bill, by consent, was 
ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the bill referred to them to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases, with an 
amendment, the design of which was to make the 
abolition by this bill of imprisonment for debt cor- 
respond with its abolition in the respective States 
where such imprisonment had, in whole or in part, 
been abolished; which amendment was read, and 
the bill taken up for consideration, 

After a few explanatory remarks by Mr. GRUN- 
DY and by Mr. TALLMADGE, urging the im- 
portance of speedy action on the bil, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, who ex- 
pressed some doubt as to the practicability of cars 
rying all the provisions of this bill, as it now stood, 
into effect, and with the assent of Mr. TALLMADGE, 
the bill was laid on the table till to-morrow, aad or- 
dered to be printed, with the amendment, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connectient, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Ciaims was dischar- 
ged from the further consideration of the petition of 
David Hopkins and William Grayson’s heirs. 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice, and referred: 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain Samuel Jones, deceased. ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Deborah 
Gannett, a soldier of the Revolution, 
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The bill for the relief of Eliza Causin, daughter 
and heir of Colonel John H. Stone, deceased. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, three thousand 


extra copies of the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the condition of the State banks, were 
ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. MORRIS presented some additional papers 
in support of the claim of Margaret Wall, which 
were referred to the appropriate committee. 

The amendments of the House to. the bill au- 
thorizing the appointment of persons to test the 
usefulness of-inventions for preventing the explo- 
sion of the boilers of steamboats, were read, and, 
on motion of Mr. DAVIS, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. A 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
Senate took up the bill granting pre-emp:ion to the 
settlers on the public lands, the question being in 
concurring with the amendments .made by the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. LYON moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding the following, to come in after the word 
“improvements,” in the 16th line: “Or to any 
lands that may have been sold in good faith to 
others by persons who fairly and honestly pur- 
chased and paid fur the same under color of title 
under any of the pre-emption laws heretofore en- 
acted.” 

Mr. ROBINSON thought this amendment was 
going rather too far. If the gentleman would 
leave out the words “under color of title,” and 
confine himself to titles granted by the United 
States, he would have no objection. 

Mr. LYON said his object was to preserve the 
rights of innocent purchasers only; and that there 
would be many of such persons greatly injured, 
without the adoption of this amendment, or some- 
thing like it. 

Mr. ROBINSON objected that the adoption of 
the amendment would be undertaking to decide by 
legislation that which ough! to be left to courts of 
justice; and cited, for example, several cases in 
which it would lead to great difficulties. He thought 
it much better to leave the matter where it was, as 
Congress ought not, and could not, decide it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought the amendment 
a proper one, as it went to limit the operation of the 
pre-emption laws, and declare that the present act 
shall not apply to cases now under a course of ad- 
judication. 

Mr. LYON observed that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had stated his ebject correctly. He did not 
wish the contested cases to be decided at all, but 
wished them to be left to the decision of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, before whom 
they now were. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked, „that as he understood 
the matter, all the difficulty had grown out of spe- 
culations in town lots. A man lays out a town, 
and sells out the lots; but it is subsequently found 
that he had no legal title, and the holders of the 
lots claim them under the pre-emption laws. To 
settle this controversy between the proprietor of 
Milwaukie and the persons who are on it, an 
amendment is offered that may jeopardize the whole 
bill. He understood that there were agents here 
from both parties; one wanting the bill passed with 
this saving clause, and the other opposing it. Thus, 
through the hostile claims of these parties, the bill 
might be jeopardized. 

Mr. LYON had no wish to make a law to em- 
brace a particular class of cases only, but he had 
a general object in view, for there were a great 
many cases situated like those in the town of Mil- 
waukie, If the amendment was not adopted, the 
tenants in the houses built by others would get 
them under this law, though they never paid a cent 
for them. 

Mr. YOUNG observed that the Senator from 
Michigan might say that his object was a general 
one, and not intended to apply to a particular class 
of cases; but such would be the application of it. 
Why, the substance of this amendment was offered 
when this bill was before the Senate, and before it 
passed, and it was then rejected. The claims to 
this Milwaukie town had been contested on the 
ground that the floats were illegally laid; and there 
was no question but they were illegal; in fact, they 
were set aside as being so. His information was, 


that there was no dispute about the main body of 


- yhe town, but that the portion about which the dis- 


pute was, contained but an inconsiderable number 
of houses, and was but a small part of the town. 
Now, if the claimants had laid their titles accord- 
ing to the laws.of-the United States, they were safe, 
and if not, the lands were open to pre-emptions. 
Mr. Y. referred to the opinions of the President, 
Attorney General, and Secretary of the Treasury, 
all agreeing that these floats, having been laid be- 
fore the ratification of the treaty, were illegal. 

Mr. Y. contended that it would be best'to leave 
these titles to be adjudicated by the proper tribu- 
nals; and then those persons who had the best 
claims would get the land. 


After some further remarks from Messrs. LYON, < 


HUBBARD, BUCHANAN, YOUNG, ROBIN- 
SON, and MORRIS, 

Mr. TIPTON observed, that he believed‘it to be 
his duty to oppose all amendments to this bill at 
this stage of the business. The bill was an impor- 
tant one to the whole West. Thousands were in- 
terested in it; and he would put the question to 
Western Senators, to those who were in favor of 
saving these improvements to the industrious set- 
tlers, whether it was not dangerous to make so im- 
portant a movement at this stage of the proceed- 
ings? He was in favor of any restrictions to pre- 
vent frauds; but he felt it his duty to oppose so im- 
portant an amendment at this late hour. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked if the Senator was not 
aware that the Senate had passed a bill carrying 
out this very principle, and that it was now pend- 
ing in the other House; and if they did not 
adopt this amendment, the passage of that bill by 
the House would have noeffect. If the treaty had 
been ratified, the certificates issued by the land 
office would have been valid; and under these cer- 
tificates individuals had improved their tracts, and 
built upon them—not knowing, until lately, that 
any decision had been made against then. Now 
whose fault was this? Not the innocent purchaser 
tobe sure. If the Senator from Indiana succeeded 
in keeping off further amendments, the bill that 
had passed here, and to which he had rererred, 
would be a dead letter; and those individuals, who 
have been at the trouble and expense of improving 
the tracts held by them under these certificates, 
would suffer a total loss. Ie was perfectly willing 
to adopt such an amendment as would leave all the 
conflicting claims unsettled. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, observed, that if 
those persons, who originally entered this land, did 
so under the honest belief that they could enter it 
legally, Congress was bound in justice to confirm 
their claims. They had acted fairly and honestly; 
and those persons who from subsequent knowledge 
availed themselves of the defect in their titles to 
onst them from their possessions, had no just 
claims whatever. If Congress confirmed the claims 
of these last mentioned persons, they would. be 
confirming fraud, instead of preventing it. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that the amendment 
would cut off the first settler instead of the specu- 
lator. The first settler being in possession of the 
land, the speculator comes and lays a float on it, 
and the legality of this float has been contested 
ever since the General Land Office having decided 
against it. The Senator from Connecticut, there- 
fore, in voting for this amendment, would vote to 
oust the original settler for the benefit of the specu- 
lator. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PRENTISS 
and BAYARD, 

Mr. LYON, at the suggestion of Mr. BAYARD, 
withdrew his amendment, and moved to reconsider 
the vote on Mr. Youna’s amendment of yesterday, 
inserting the words “by the United States” after the 
word “selected,” in the thirteenth line of the amend- 
ment; and the reconsideration having been ordered, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that he did not 
wish to prolong this discussion, and that all he 
wished to say was, that he was candid in-the 
avowal made by him in the beginning—that he did 
not wish to favor the speculators at all; and, there- 
fore, he had no objection to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives excluding town. sites 
from the operations of the bill. He now hoped that 
the bill would be passed as amended by the House, 
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and the.slight amendment made at the instance of 


the Senator from Tennessee; and that it would not 
be embarrassed by the conflicting claims of specu- 


` lators. 


After some remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, 
PRENTISS, and CLAY of Alabama, |” 

Mr. KING said. that-before the vote was taken - 
on this question, he wished to inquire of his friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Youne] whether the individuals 
who settled on. the lands in the first.instance, had 
made application to be allowed their. pre-emptiona 
under the existing laws, and had been refused. -If 
that had been ‘the case, and they had not got their 
pre-emptions under the existing laws, this amend- 
ment of the House cuts them off. Any individual 
who had settled on a quarter section, and who had 
not got his pre-emption in consequence of the lands 
not being surveyed, and had laid it out into town 
lots, would not get his pre-emption if this law 
passed, under this or any former pre-emption law. 
The best way for the Senator from Ilinois to come 
at his object, was to withdraw his amendment and 
offer another, applying to allotments made by citi- 
zens, and not by the Government. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that his colleague 
was mistaken in one point. He went‘on the as- 
sumption that this bill, if passed, would cut off 
those entitled to pre-emptions ander the old laws. 
Now this was not so. They could not passa law 
to divest the interests acquired under the previous 
laws. As regarded jands that had not been sur- 
veyed, the only limitation was as to the time fixed 
by the President’s proclamation for sale. Under 
the opinion of the Attorney General, the rights of 
a settler on unsurveyed land to his pre-emption, 
took effect as soon as the survey was made. ‘The 
individual’s right never became extinct until the 
day arrived which was fixed on by the proclama- 
tion of the President for the sale. He did not be- 
lieve the inconvenience existed that was Simaginel 
hy the Senator from Illinois, and he therefore hoped 
that no amendment would be made to embarrass 
the bill at this stage of its proceeding, and that it 
be passed as it came from the House. 

Mr. KING said that he had asked the question 
whether the individuals had made application for 
their pre-emptions under the existing laws; and 
stated that, if they had not, they would not be en- 
titled if this bill passed. Ele was still of that 
opinion, and the opinion. of the Attorney General 
was with him. Unless the claimant filed his evi- 
dence previous to the expiration of the law, he is 
not entitled. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama still thought his col- 
league was mistaken, There was no limitation in 
thelaw, other than that he had mentioned. 

Mr. YOUNG then, with the consent of the Se- 
nale, withdrew his amendment, and moved to strike 
out the following words in the amendment of the 
House, being from the 12th to the 16th lines “or 
to any portions of public lands, surveyed or other- 
wise, which have been actually selected as sites for 
cities or towns, lotted into smaller quantities than 
eighty acres, and settled upon, and occupied for the 
purposes of trade, and not of agricultural eultiva- 
tion and improvement.” 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected—yeas 11, nays 26, as follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Grundy, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Roane, Robinson, 
Wall, White, and Young—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allan, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Kaight, 
Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith of ‘Connecticut, 
Strange, Tipton, Williams, and Wright—26. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky stated that the effect of 
one of the amendments of the other House, which 
had not been noticed by Senators, was to subject to 
the provisions of this bill certain lands which had 
heretofore been always reserved from pre-emption. 
These were lands which it-was supposed might be 
covered by valid French or Spanish claims; much 
of which, being near populous settlements, had now 
become very valuable.» Mr. ©. especially spcci- 
fied certain lands of this class in the vicinity of St. 
Louis, which, he said, would gell at once for $10 


per acre.” Mr. C, inconclusion, moved to disagree 
to this amendment of the House. : 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked that this 
clause was intended.to apply: tq lands: that had been. 


reserved from sale, on the. false.suspicion: that they 
wete included in French and: Spanish grants; and 
the honest individuals who. were settled: on them 
would have: been: entitled : to. pre-emptions.under 
acts of 1933 ahd 1834, and were now entitled. We 
are only giving to ihese persons, said Mr: C. by 
the amendment, the same rights they would have 


acquired, but for:the false suspicion: that. the tracts - 


settled hy them were covered by French and Spanish 
grants. - It was véry.questionable with him whether 
these. individuals were not already entitled, whether 
the amendment was adopted or not, because. they 
were settlers on the public lands; and the pre-emp- 
tion laws embraced all. the public lands. 

The question was then. taken on the motion of 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky; and. it was carried—yeas 
24, nays 19, as follows: i : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
King, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Strange, Swift, 


Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, White, and Williams— 
hi f ; - 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay: of 
Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, Robine 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, Wright, 
and Young—19, 

The question was then on concurring with the 
amendments of the House as amended, and it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 42, nays 2, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, - 


Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Wor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss; Preston, Rives, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Sevier, Smith. of Connecticut, Smith. of In- 
diana, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton; Trotter, 
Wall, ees, Williams, and Wright—42. 00° 
NAYS--Messrs. Robinson: and: Young--2, 
After-the.consideration of Executive business, 
The.Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepwespay, Jane 20, 1838. 
PATENT OFFICE. 

As soon of the journal was read, 

Mr. FLETCHER of: Vermont asked Mr. A pams 
(who was entitled- to. the floor) to yield to him for 
a moment to make a motion, to which. Mr. A. as- 
senting, and unanimous leave being granted by the 
the House. : o7 

Mr. E. said he~ wished to call the attention. of 
the House to. the bill. reported .by him from the 
Committee on. Patents, in addition to “An act. to 
promote the useful aris.” It was a public bill of 
considerable importance to: the facility of the busi- 
ness of the Patent Office, though it only involved a 
few hundred dollars. of-expénse, Its consideration 
would not occupy more than half an hour, and he 
would moveto make it the-order for Friday next, 
after .the morning ‘business was- disposed -of, for 
the space of-half an hour-only. 

Mr, WHITTLESEY of Ohio objecting, the 
motion was propounded, but it was disagreed to— 
two thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMER, on leave, presented a petition 


jon: 


from an individual who had been brought to this | 


city from N. W. Ohio, by the officers of Govern- 
ment, to testify in a late case, setting forth.that the 
officers of the Government declined to pay him, on 
the alleged reason of a want of power, and that he 
was now here without the means of returning home. 
The petition was, on Mr. H’s motion, referred- to 
the Committee of Claims. 
Sos TEXAS. ` Lear 

Mr. ADAMS resumed his remarks on the. report 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on thesubject 
of the annexation of Texas. 


printed. Mr.A. had not concluded when the orders 
of the day were called for. 


The question pending. 
being on the motion to recommit, with instructions, | 
by Mr. Cusuine and Mr, Tuompson, as heretofore. 
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On motion of Mr. BOON, the House took up the 
Senate’s amendment to the third ameadment of the 
House to the “pre-emption right bill,” which relates 


: to the Spanish grants. 
Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, said he would not | 


jeopardize- the bill by insisting on the House’s 
amendment, though he could not help adverting to 
the partiality of excluding the class of settlers em- 
braced in that provision, and he would avail him- 
self of this occasion to say that he wonld take an 
early opportunity of bringing it before the House. 
The amendment of the Senate was then concur- 


red in. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
again went into Committee on the Union, on the 
“bill to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue.” 

The question was on the motionof Mr. GAR- 
LAND of Virginia to strike therefrom the enact- 
ing clause, and that gentleman being entitled to the 
floor; gave way, at his solicitation, to 

Mr. BRONSON, who, on leave, laidon the table 
the following. amendment he proposed to submit 
when in order: -. 5 

Strike out all- of the twentieth section, and insert 
in lien thereof as follows: 

Suc. 20. And be it further enacted; That from. and 
after the passage of this act, the operation.of the 
following parts of acts or. provisions of law now 
in force, shall be, and the same are hereby, sus- 
pended for the space of two years, to wit: so much 
of the act of June 23, 1836, entitled “An aet to 
regulate the deposites of the public money,” as provides 
that the notes or bills of any bank which has, since 
the 4th July, 1836, issued any note or bill of a less 
denomination than five dollars, shall not be re- 
ceived in payment of any debt due to the United 
States; and so much of the act entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of the United States for 
the year 1836,” passed 14th April, 1836, as provides 
that no bank note of a less denomination than 
twenty dollars shall be offered in paymeni in any 


„ease whatsoever in which money is to be paid by 


the United States or the Post Office Department. 

Mr. GARLAND then proceeded, and addressed 
the committee at great length in opposition to the 
‘principle of the proposed measure, and in sup- 
port of the State bank system. He first replied to 
Mr, CAMBRELENG, and questioned the conclusions 
to which that gentleman had arrived, especially that 
wherein he had affirmed that, while the Indepen- 
dent Treasury system was in full force, the pros- 
perity of the country was fast returning to its 
wonted condition. Mr. G. then went on to reply 
to Mr. Pickens, and asserted that that gentleman 
had made a false issue. The contest was not be- 
tween the banks and the people, but between the 
Government and the banks, the former being in 
the situation of the wolf'in the fable, which, being 
up the stream, quarrelled with the lamb which 
was below for muddying the water: the banks 
were in the situation of the lamb. 

Mr. G. then went intoa variety of statements 
and statistical details in support of the positions as- 


i sumed by him, and expatiated at great length upon 


the evils that he felt would accrue from the adop- 
tion of the divorce scheme, which, he contended, 
would be the perpetuation of a° connection far 
more dangerous than had ever grown out of that 


| of Government with the banks, 


The House then took its daily recess. 


EVENING SESSION, 

The House met, according to the order, at half 
past three o’clock, and went into committee upon the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE went into an argument at 
length in favor of the principles of the bill. . He 
urged the impropriety of being governed by prece- 
dent and usage against the light o” experience, and 
in opposition to new convictions of truth and duty. 
He then went into an extended examination of the 
principles of taxation and expenditure, and re- 
viewed with great force the opinions of able politi- 


= cal economists upon the general subjects of collect- 
Ing, keeping, and disbursing, the national revenue. 


The different arguments upon these topics. were 
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brought to bear favorably upon the principles of 
the bill, and were supported by quotations from the 
most correct authorities-upon subjects of financial 
measures. : i : 

Mr. S. S. PRENTISS then took ‘the floor, and 
suggested that he desired to address the committee. 
He said if the committee desired to rice, he would 
postpone his remarks. till to-morrow, but he was 
willing to go on, in part, then. 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee rise; which 
motion -was decided in the negative—yeas 62, 
nays 65. ; 

Mr. PRENTISS then proceeded to offer some 
remarks in opposition to the bill; when, after con- 
tinuing some time, he gave way to 

Mr. WISE, who again moved that the commit- 
tee rise; which motion prevailed. 

The committee then rose and reported. progress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: ~ i 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit, ia compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 11th inst, re- 
ports from the Secretary of State, Treasury, and 
War, and the documents referred to by them res- 
pectively. It will be seen that the outrages com- 
mitted on thè Steamboat Sir Robert Peel, under the 


- British flag, within the waters of the United States, 


and upon the steamboat Telegraph, under the 
American flag, at Rockville, in Upper Canada, 
‘have not been followed by anydemand of either 
Government on the other'for redress. These acts 
have been so far treated.on each side as criminal 
offences, committed within the jurisdiction of tri- 
bunals competent to inquire into the facts, and to 
punish the persons concerned in them. Investiga- 
tions have been made, some of the individuals in- 
culpated have been arrested, and prosecutions are 
in progress, the result of which cannot be doubted, 
The excited state of public feeling on the borders 
of Canada, on both sides of the line, has occasion- 
ed the most painful anxiety to this Government. 
Every effort has been, and will be, made to prevent 
the success of the design apparently formed, and 
in course of execution by Canadians who have 
found a refuge within our territory, aided by a 
few reckless persons of our own country, to involve 
the nation in a war with a neighboring and friend- 
ly power. Such design cannot succeed while the 
two Governments appreciate, and confidently 
rely npon, the good faith of each other in the per- 
formance of their respective duties. With a fixed 
determination to use all the means in my power to 
puta speedy and satisfactory termination to these 
border troubles, I have the most confident assa- 
rances of the cordial co-operation of the British 
authorities, at home and in the North American 
possessions, in the accomplishment ef a purpose so 
sincerely and earnestly desired by the Governments 
and people, both of the United States and Great 
Britain, f 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnnaron, June 20, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the message anå 
accompanying reports were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be. 
printed. 

Mr. HAMER, by general consent, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims inquire into the expediency of allowing 
Richard F. Barrett to perfect by purchase his 
claim to fractional section 4, in township 4 north, 


-of range 9, west of the 4th principal meridian, in 


the State of 
On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Wepyespay, Jane 29, 1838, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 
from the citizens of Philadelphia and Philadelphia 
county, all praying for the immediate passage of 
the Independent Treasury bill, and remonstrating 
against the establishment of a Bank of the United 
States: laid.on the table, 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Jacob 
Peck and others, praying an alteration in the time 
of holding the terms of the Circuit Courts of the 


464 


United-States forthe eighth district of ‘Tennessee: 
referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary. -~ . 
Mr.-KING presented documents relating to the 


petition of Samuel H. Thorpson; which were refer- 


red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented ‘the petition 
of sundry commanders of steamboats and others 
engaged in the navigation between the cities of 
New Orleans and Mobile, asking the establishment 
of light-houses and light-boats on Dauphin Island, 
and other points*to render the navigation between 
those cities more. safe: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. ` 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Wm. B. Stokes, surviving 
partner of Stockton and Stokes, and surviving part- 
ner of J, N. C. Stockton, accompanied by a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roadsand 
Canals, reported the bill from the House making 
appropriations for certain roads in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, with amendments, and -gave notice 
that he would, on Friday next, ask to consider the 
same. ; $ 
Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Horatio N. Crabb, of 
the Marine Corps; which was concurred in. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, also reported 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Elizabeth Champney, without amendment; 
but gave notice that when it came up he should 
move for its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives authorizing the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase a site for a magazine in the District of Go- 
lumbia, and a keeper’s house, without amendment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Gratia Ray, with- 
ont amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. MOUTON moved that the bills relating to 
private and public land claims, be considered on 
Friday; many of which, he said, it was right should 
be acted on at once. - 

Mr. KNIGHT did not know what there was in 
these bills to entitle them to preference. Why 
not let them take their places on the calendar? 

Mr. MOUTON said he would not have asked 10 
have taken them up, were he not convinced that 
they would not consume the time of the Senate. 
The most of them were very plain cases, net in- 
volving any principle likely to lead to discussien; 
but, at the same time, were highly interesting to a 
large portion of the community. 

Mr. BENTON would inform the Senate that it 
was not a private bill which the Senator from 
Louisiana asked to be considered on Friday, but 
a whole class of bills, some of which had been be- 
fore the country for the last thirty-four years in 
ene shape or other; and he desired to have them 
taken up on that day. 

Mr. TIPTON expressed his unwillingness to op- 
pose the motion; but if Senators were to be indulged 
in taking bills ont of the regular order, they would 
all be held to claim precedence. He was opposed 
to this mode of proceeding, unless for some very 
special reason. 


Mr. NORVELL expressed his wish that the | 


Senator from Louisiana should be gratified in 
having those bills taken up on the day named. 

The question was then taken and agreed to. 

The bill relating to the Orphans’ Court of the 
county of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. GRUNDY said there was a bill laid on the ta- 
ble yesterday, at the suggestion of the Senator from 
Kentueky, in relation to the abolishment of impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases. Mr. G. ex- 
pressed himself as favourable to the bill, and said 
that if it were to be passed this session it could not 
be acted on too speedily; and he, therefore, moved 
to take it up. ; 

The’question was on the amendment, viz: making 
the matter correspond with those States where the 
said abolition of imprisonment had in whole or. in 
part been abolished. 


‘different parts of the United States to that commer- 
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Mr. PRESTON- opposed the amendment-at some “| 


length. He thought its action would not be equal: 
He wished legislation to-be on one broad, general, - 
and uniform principle, notpartial in its operation. 
He was opposed to the amendment for that reason, 
aad he was also.opposed to the whole principle: of 
the bill. He thought we were getting wise and hu- . 
mane beyond the experience of the age; and if such 
a bill were passed, it would. be doing'a manifest ine . 
jury to the creditor. He desired gentlemen to look - 
to the consequences likely to flow from such a sys- | 
tem, and pause before they lent it their sanction: 
He would not give his vote for any bill advocating 
such a measure, and more especially one with such 
an amendment. f 

Mr. TALLMADGE would not go into a discus- 
sion of the general merits of this bill. The time 
of the Senate. was teo precious, at this juncture, to 
be taken up with protracted discussions of subjects 
on which the mind of every Senator was made-up. 
He would ask the Senator from South Carolina if 
he' was prepared to say that citizens travelling from 


cial emporium, New York, should be arrested and 
imprisoned for debt, as felons, through a process 
of the United States courts, when the State of New 
York herself had abolished the whole odious sys- 
tem? Yes, said Mr. T. the grand jury had already | 
presented the cases of twenty-three citizens, incar- 
carcerated in the prison of New York, who were» 
among strangers, and unable to procure bail. 

Mr. BAYARD felt disposed to vote against the 
bill, because he conceived it useless legislation. 
The Jaws of the United States already provided for 
the cases of insolvents. If a man had property, 
he had to surrender that property; or, if he were 
without property, all he had to do was to present 
himself to the district judge, make oath of his ina- 
bility in proper form, and .the judge would grant 
him acertificate of discharge. 

He took it for granted that no Senator would be 
willing to confine a man, who was unable to pay 
his debts—shut him np in prison until he was able. 
But if the law were dispensed with, the worst con- 
sequences would follow, and innumerable frauds 
take place under its provisions. There were spe- 
cies of property which could not be reached in any 
other way, than by retaining the laws of imprison- 
ment for debt. A man might have ten times the 
amount he owed in his pocket, and laugh at his 
creditors. Tt was necessary 10 compel some per- 
sons to be honest, or, at least, to gnard the honest 
creditor from fraud. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the thanks of the 
country were due to the Senator from New York, 
[Mr. Tattmapae,]} for bringing forward this bill; 
and he only regretted that the measure did not pre- 
cede, instead of following State legislation upon 
this important subject. He was sorry that it did 
not extend to States in which imprisonment for 
debt had not been abolished, as well as to States 
which had abolished it. The principle of imprison- 
ment for debt wasa remnant of barbarism, un- 
worthy of the country and of the age, It ought 
not, forone moment, to he suffered to dishonor 
our statute books. It had been said that the bill 
would give rise to frands. Sir, had the abolition | 
of imprisonment for debt in Kentucky, inereased | 
the amount of fraud in that State. Had it not 
diminished it? Were not debts more easily collected; 
was not the whole business of the State in a better | 
condition; had not a more nice sense of honor been 
introduced into the transactions between man and 
man, since Kentucky had erased from her code the 
barbarous principle in question, than had been the 
case before? Sir, it had been properly said by a 
friend to his right [Mr. Nicrroxas,] that the aboli- | 
tion of imprisonment had reduced the circle of 
debt. It had done so, and the results had been 
beneficial to the people, and to the prosperity of 
the State. He trusted that the bill would pass, 
and that its provisions would soon be rendered uni- 
versal by the legislation of the American Congress. 

Mr. BAYARD said, in reply, he was not advo- 
cating imprisonment for debt as a punishment; 
that, he admitted, would bea relic of barbarism; | 
but as the means of securing the honest creditor | 
from the fraudulent debtor, The Senator from | 
New York had said that persons were imprisoned | 


H 


“ag felons; that he “apprehended could not ‘be ‘the 
-case;the prison bounds of Néw York, he: believed, 
‘were extended to the precinots of the whole city. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said: he alluded: to ‘those 
citizens who, when traveling to the city “of New . 
York, had been arrested on meme process, and be- 
ing strangers, were alike: unable to. give ‘bail for 
their-appearance, or for the privilege of the bounds, 
and were consequently shut up in close confine- 
ment as felons Weres” d f 


The question was taken oñ the amendment, and 
it was adopted. ae i oe 

The-bill was farther amended át: the suggestion - 
of Mr. PRENTISS, when) <o G i 

Mr. SEVIER asked for the yeas and nays on its 
engrossment; when there appeared for the mea- 
sure 36, against it 4, as follows: : : 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, . Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nies, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
tor, Wall, White, Williams, and Wright—36. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Clayton, Preston, and 
Roane—4, ee ` 

On mation of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
for the temporary landing and warehousing of the 
cargoes of such vessels. as may enter the ports of 
the United States, after having been warned off the 


| coast of Mexico by the blockading squadron. 


On motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into‘the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Springfield, Sumpter county, ii*the State of Alaba- 
ma, to Benevola, Bowman’s Mills, Carrollton, and 
Yorkville, to Columbus, in the State of Missis- - 
sippi. a 
Mr. GRUNDY introduced a resolution, whieh 
lies over one day, in relation to changing the hour 
of meeting of the Senate to !Lo’clock, ; 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Wittrams’s motion for leave to bring in a bill to 
provide for the survey and determination of the 
Northeastern boundary of the United States ac- 
cording to. the treaty of 1783.5 00 ` es 

The debate on this: subject was- continued ‘by 
Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, BUCHANAN, DA- 
VIS, WRIGHT, CALHOUN, and RIVES. — 

Leave was granted, and the bill was introduced 
and read twice, i 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that, considering the 
importance of the question to Maine, and that her 
Senators and Representatives were requested by 
her Legislature to urge the passage of the -bill 
which had then been read, he feit it to be his duty 
ty move its reference to a select committee. Mr. 
S. did this without intending the least disrespect to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to which the 
Senator from New York bad proposed the re- 
ference, and to which, under other circumstances, 
there would be an obvious propriety in commitling 
the bill. But it could not have escaped the notice 
of the Senate that the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, in the course of the debate, 
had stated his opinion that if the bill should go 
to that committee it would probably keep it 
without making a report, or report it back to the 
Senate with notice that, when it should come up 
for consideration, he would move its indefinite 
postponement. With this frank avewal of the 
sentiments of the chairman of that committee, it 
would be a dereliction of duty on’ his part to con- 
Sent that the bill should go to a committee from 
which there was no prospect of a favorable report; 
and, for this cause, he moved the reference of the 
bill to a select committee. SE 

Mr. DAVIS advocated its reference to a special 
committee, on the ground that the chairman and 
another most prominent member of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations had already declared’ them- 
selves hostile.to the bill, and that both conrtésy ang 
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equity. dem shou 
impartial:committee, O 9 E e oaa 
-:Messrs:: WRIGHT, RIVES, CALHOUN, and 
BUCHANAN, advocated iis reference tothe Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, on the ground ‘that it 
involved-questions of high import in regard to our 
foréiga relations.” on Z 
«Mr. CLAY -of Kentucky ‘urged that it should 
take that course which, if possible, should:.obtain 
the wnanimous.approbation of the Senate; union of 


action being more important than any particular 


manner of action. ce 

¿Mr WILLIAMS: said that he would gladly 
yield: to. the: wishes expréssed by- Senators, and 
withdraw his proposition to refer this bill-toa select 
committee, and.thereby secure that unanimity of 
action. upon this important subject which: Senators 
regard as exceedingly desirable; but seeing the fate 
that awaits. the bill, if referred io the Committee on 


Foreign Relations, he could not comply with-those ` 


wishes without disregarding the inatructions of his 
State, under which he was acting: Whatever 
taight be the decision of the Senate upon the ques- 
tion: of reference, he should be disposed tò aequi- 
esce‘insit; and he felt confident that Maine would 
seein the discussions that had been had upon the 
question of her. boundary, a disposition in the 
Senate of the United States to understand the 
merits:of her claims, and a patriotic and resolute 
determination to maintain them and the iulegrity 
ofthe State to their full extent. 

The dill was referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations. , 

3 The Senate adjourned, after an Executive session. 


HOUSE. OF ‘(REPRESENTATIVS, 
Tuvespay, Jone 21, 1838, ca 
HOFFMAN asked to be excused from 


Mr. Blair.: Mr. FI: stated, as areason 
equest he made, that he was now amem- 
P the Comittee on. Foreign Affairs, and if the 
question now under consideration on the report-of 
that committee should prevail, the reading, con- 
sidering, and digesting of so many memorials, re- 
monstrances, resolutions, and oiher papers on the 
subject of the annexation of Texas, would consume 
` agreat deal of their-time for the balance of the ses- 


sion. Mo “there was much other business 


“Mr HAMER asked a similar favor. of the 
House, not on the-ground of having much press of 
business upon his hands, but: because he expected 
to be abseht before the end of the’session, Mr. IZ. 


was consequently excused, and the vacancy order- 
ed to be filled by the Cram: 


f thar bill, and ¢ 
< Mr. YORKE, also, on leave, presented a pe- 
tition, © Os Tot Š ` i 


Mr. ADAMS resumed: his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the report of the Commitiee on Foreign Af- 
fairs on the annexation of Texas, and in support of 
the motion to.recommit it with certain instructions 
ag heretofore printed. Mr.-Av again gave way, 
withowt-concluding to the orders ofthe day... 
The amendment of the Senate’ (being merely a 
verbal one) tothe’ bill relating to. the“ Orphan’s 
Court of Alexandria, in the’ District of Columbia, 
n on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, concur- 
red ins oes : ‘ ; 7 
INDEPENDENT: TREASURY BILL. 
su The House- again’ went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CONNOR 


Id at least. go to an. 


he: select. committee appointed on the - 


in the chair, on the above bill, the pending. ques- 
tion being on ‘striking out the enacting clause. ~ 


__ Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi, who was enti-. 
tled .to-the floor, gave way to . : i 


Mr. DUNCAN, who, by leave, laid on the table 
the following amendment, which he gave notice he 
shoald move to that of Mr. Tuomrson, heretofore 
printed : f 


Provided, That in no event shall any bank be se- ~ 


lected as a depository of the public money, or the 
notes of any bank be received in payment of the 
public dues, in which bank any member of Con- 
gress isa stockholder, or of which any such mem- 
ber is an officer, director, agent, or attorney, at the 
time of the passage of this act, or at any. thae 
when solicitations of banks as deposituries are to 
be made, or the notes of banks tendered in pay- 
mentof the public dues; and if, after any bank 
has been selected as a depository, or the notes of 
any bank have been ‘received in’ payment of the 
publie dues, any member of the present Congress, 
or any. mendet of Congress for the’ time’ being, 
shall become:a-stockholder:in, or an officer, direc~ 


_ tor, agent, or attorney, of such bank, it shall be 


the duly of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury forth: 
with to discontinue such bankas such depository, 
and to discontinue the receipt of the notes of suen 
bank in payment of the public dues. 

Mr. PRENTISS then resumed the course of his 
remarks in opposition to the bill,and, without con- 
cluding, coptnued till the House, at two o'clock, 
took the usual recess. 


EVENING Session. ; 

At the usual hour the House met, and went 
again into Comittee for the consideration of the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. PRENTISS resumed, and continued to ad- 
dress the committee, Wil near six o’clock, when he 
conclided. i 

Mr, RHETT then teok the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise, but consented to withdraw the 
moion, if Mr, BUNTER, who rose at the same 
time, was prepared, and desticd to go on at that 
lume. 

The motion to rise, being called for, was put; 
and being taken by ters, they reporied ayes 67, 
noes 66. “The Cuur voted in the negative; so the 
miotion to rive was lost. 

Mr. HUNTER then proceeded for some timé to 
address the conuniitee in faver of the bill; when he 
Rave Way to 

Mr. HOPKINS, who moved that the committee 
rise, Which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr, DUNCAN, the amendment, 
proposed by him, to be oflured when it should be 
in order, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHEPLIER presented a memorial, which 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On moticn, 

The Louse thea adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, June 21, 1838... 

The journal of the Senate having been read, 

Mr. LUMPKIN roze from his seat and said: 

Mr. Presideni, 1 have, through a long course of 
public life, generaily borne in silence the many 
gross misrepresentations which have been levelled 
against my character tireugh the medium of news- 
papers. have relied upon my conduct as sufi- 
cieut to put down false imputation and slander. 
Bat a case has now arisen which, to my mind, de- 
mands my noice, i 

From the time I took my seat in the Senate up 
to the present morning, nothing which I have said: 
in debate here has been correctly reported in wie 
columns of the National Intelligencer, except when 
corrected by myself. I have not only on several 
oecasions been represented to speak nonsense which 
I never uttered, but more than once what I did say 
has been so perverted, as directly to reverse my real 
opinions, But having no personal unkind feelings 


} to either editors or reporters of that paper, and 


| uskindly to any one.whatever, 


Mi 


bee, 


30. 
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knowing of no cause of unkind feelings from them to 
me, I have passed over these errors ina’ spirit of 
forbearance, and without public. complaint. I 
have, however, read in the Intelligencer of this 


‘morning; what purports to be a report of the dis- 


cussion which took-place in the Senate, on the Tth 
instant, on the bill making appropriations for the 


" suppression of Indian hostiiities; and so far as my 


name is connected with the report, manitest in- 
justice has been done me. Iam not only present- 
ed in a manner to place me out of my true position, 
on that occasion, but Lam represented as having 
contradicted myself in the presence of this Senate, 
by alternately admitting, and denying, that the pro- 
positions of the Secretary of War, were intended 
to allow the Indians two years longer tigie to re- 
main in the States. This is wholly false. 1 con- 
tended throughout the whole discussion, that the 
objectof the Government in trying to conciliate 
Ross, was not to delay, but rather to hasten the 
removal of the Indians in peace, and that the only 
time asked from the’ States was tial whieh might 
be ‘required by hiemanity, and due regard to the 
reasonable comfort of the Lid 

. Moreover, the debate, as reported in the Intelli- 
gencer, seems to place me in the light of having 
unkindly attacked the Governor of Georgia, and 
of having provoked a reply from the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pexsron.} Now I appeal to 
thé Senate, and to you, Mr. President, to say 


n 
n 


: whether the whole of my remarks were not in the 


nature of a reply to the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, as heretofore reported under my own correc- 
tion. And to this Senate I appeal for the accuracy 
of the report, as corrected by myself. My remarks 
consist chiefly of a statement of facts, no one of 
which, as sanctioned by me, has or can be contro. 
verted, i 

I should not-have said a word on the cecasion 
referred to, but for the remarksof the Senator from 
South Carolina, which I considered as kayiug an 
unjustifiable bearing on the Administration as 
well as myself. ; 

My object was, in the discussion referred to, to 


place all the important facts before the Senate and 


the country—withont any design whatever to ast 
And Lnow in my 
place, dety any human Leing whatever, to contré- 
vert successfully the trath of ‘any fact stated in my 
remarks on the subject, as reperted under my own 
correction. Iwil not quietly sufler myself on this 
subject, to be borne down by newspaper impula- 
tions and insinuations, founded in falsehood, and 
a spirit of musrepresentation. Hf Thave erred in 
this whole matter, (which T deny,) Last for direct 
and tangible charges. I am ready to meet ail such 
charges. 

Mr. McK EAN. presented the proceedings and re- 
solutions of-a mectivg of Democratic. citizens of 
the city and county of Philadelphia, on the subject 
of the Independent Treasury bill pending before 
Congress, the nomination of David R, Porter for 
the office of Governor, and the interference of Go- 
vernment office holders in primary assemblies of 
the people: ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials 
from citizens of Philadelphia county and city, in 
favor of the passage of the Tudependent Treasury 
biil, and against the incorporation of a National 
Bank: laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of Marshal 
A. Mathias, praying to be indemnified fer the loss 
of a schooner, wrecked while engaged in transport- 
ing provisions for the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Ohio, asking for the establishment of a 
post route: refered to the Committee on. Post Offi- 
ces and Post Roads, 

Mr. M. also presented documents, relating to the 
claim of Catharine White, which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. ' 

KING presented the petition of W. W, 
raying to be allowed to import two iron 


466 


steamboats free of duty: referred to the Committee 
von Finance. : 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following, 
and asked for its consideration at that time: 

Resolved, That the use of the Senate Chamber, | 
between the hours of 9 and 1] o’cleck, a. m. on 
Friday next, be allowed to. Doctor Sherwood and 
Doctor Dwight, for the purposes of explaining and 
demonstrating the discovery which the former con- 
ceives he has made of the laws which regulate the 
variation of the magnetic needle, and of the means 
of thence deducing at any time, by a simple and 
infallible process, the latitude and longitude of any 
point on the globe. . 

Mr. NORVELL rose to inquire whether the- 
Hall had ever been opened for such purposes be- 
fore? If it had not been, he was opposed to open- 
ing it on the present occasion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not anticipate any ob- 
jection, particularly as the hours were such as 
not to interfere with their duties. The machine. 
was a most extraordinary one, and if it turned out 
to be what it was represented, would prove a great 
acquisition to the cause of science. . 

Mr. KING saw no necessity for granting the 
FIall; if it were intended for the Senate only, it 
might not make much. odds; but if it were to be 
publis, it might lead to the derangement of the pa- 
pers and documents with which the desks at present 
abounded. That the machine was a very extraor- 
dinary one, he was willing to admit; still he 
thought that the granting of the Hall would be of 
no advantage to the inventors or the public, while 
it would lead to the misplacing of papers, &c. 

Mr. SEVIER said he objected to it. If the Hall 
were once opened, they would be continually pes- 
tered by applications for abolition Jectures, and 
other things of that kind. Me was for keeping the 
Hall for what it was originally designed. 

Mr. NILES, presented resolutions of the General. 
Assembly of the State of Connecticut, requesting 
their Senators to procure the passage of a law to 
indemnify the citizens of the United States for loss- 
es sustained by them from the French, prior to 
1800: laid on the table. 

Also, a preamble and resolutions relating to the 
right of petition, and requesting their representa- 
tives to use their best endeavors to have the resolu- 
tions of the House rescinded relative to petitions 
on the subject of domestic slavery: laid on the table. 

Also, to use their best endeavors to procure an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, 
so that the nominating, appointing, or removing 
any officers of the United States, except naval and 
military officers, ambassadors, public ministers, 
and consuls, shall not appertain to the office of 
President of the United States, but be vested and 
exercised in some other manner: ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Also, declaring it to be the will of the said State 
that their Senators and representatives vote against 
the Independent Treasury bill, now pending before 
Congress, and instructing them to vote accordingly: 
ordered that they lie on the table. 

Mr. NILES offered a resolution of the General 
Assembly of the State of Connecticut, instructing 
the Senators and Representatives of that State in 
Congress, that it was the will of the Legislature 
of the State, that they vote against the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr. Nites remarked, that from the impor- 
tance of the measure to which this resolution 
referred, as well as from the peculiar cha- 
racter of the resolution itself, he considered it a 
duty to detain the Senate with some observations, 
in explanatioa of the course he felt bound to pur- 
sne, and the considerations which had influenced 
his delermination. It was well known that the bill 
referred to, was now under consideration in the | 
other branch of Congress, or the bill reported by | 
the Committee of Ways ahd Means of the House; 
and should that bill receive the favorable action of | 
that branch of Congress, it would of course come 
here for the action of the Senate. And from the 
known sentiments of this body on the question, it 
was apparent that the fate of the bill would depend 
‘on his vote, and that of his colleague. In this view 
of the subject, the resolution he had to submitto | 


the Senate had thrown upon him and his colleague 
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-a heavy responsibility. -Of the magnitude of this 


responsibility, he believed they were fully sensible. 


Deeply impressed with it, he and his colleague had | 
consulted together, and calmly and deliberately re- 


flected on the course which they ought to pursue 
under the circumstances in which they found them- 
selves placed. i 

The measure in question had agitated the pub- 
lic mind for more thana year; it was almost uni- 
versally regarded as one of vital importance to the 
currency and business of the country, as well in 
its bearing on the financial interests of the Goveyn- 
ment, . Its fate might “depend on his vote, and that 
of his colleague; the country therefore, as well as 
their State, may have a deep interest in the vote 
they may give; their immediate constituents had 
no more interest in this measure than the country 
at large,and the vote he and his colleague might 
give was of equal importance to the whole coun- 
try as to them. It was this consideration, which 
induced him to trouble the Senate with the matter. 
Under other circumstances, the resolution he had 
to present would have raised a question between 


himself and his colleague, and their constituents 


only. As itis, the country, as well as the State he 
had the honor to represent, have a direct and im- 
portant interest in the vote he might feel it a daty 
to give. : 

His own opinion, and that of his colleague, were 
well known on this subject; if at liberty lo act ac- 
cording lo their own judgments, it was apparent 
what that action would be. Ought this act of the 
Legislature of the State to" overrule and control 
their action? This was the question upon which he 
and his colleague had reflected seriously and 
anxiously, and with a deep sense of the responsi- 
bility of their situation. The result of these reflec- 
tions, and the reasons and considerations on which 
those results. rested, he proposed to submit to the 
Senate and the.country. If there is any principle 
of acknowledged authority by which his votë ought 
to be controlled, then the country, as, well as his 
State, is entitled to the benefits to such - principle, 
which, under the circumstances of the case, would 
defeat the bill referred to, should it come before the 
Senate. If there isno such principle, then the 
country, as well as his constituents, were entitled 
to his vote, to be given according to his own judg- 
ment. Or, if there be any such principle, yet if 
the resolution he had to present does not come fairly 
and fully within the principle, then his constitu- 
ents and the country had a right to his vote, accord- 
ing to his own best judgment. 

The resolution he presented was of an unusual 
character, and not only raised the general question 
of the authority and binding force of the doctrine 
of legislative instruction, but other questions grow- 
ing out of the peculiar character of the resolutien, 
and the circumstances uader which it was adopted. 
Its phraseology was unusual, he believed unprece- 


dented; and, he was sorry to have occasion to add, | 


bore on ils face evidence of studied and intentional 
ambiguity. It is neither a request, nor an instruc- 
tion, in the common language, but an instruction 
of what is the will of ‘the Legislature. But, on the 
passage of the resolution, an amendment was offered 
expressly asserting the right of instruction, which 
was voted down by the same majority that voted 
for the resolution. Ft is a resolution coming from 
a Legislature which expressly “denied all right 
and authority to pass it; which, in the very act 
of its passage,disavows the principie by which alone 
it could possess any authority, or binding force. 
Sir, (said Mr. N.) to permit such a proceeding 
as this to control his vote would be to suffer him- 
self to become an instrument to destroy the prin- 
ciple of instruction itself. It wonld be to give a 
sanction to a gross perversion and palpable abuse 
of a popular doctrine, which, when properly under- 
stood, and fairly and honestly applied, he sincerely 
respected. The Legislature deny the right of in- 
struction, and then pass a resolution couched in 
such equivocal terms, that whether they regarded 
it as instructing us or not, it is evident they in- 
tended, or at least supposed, we might so regard 
it. He had witnessed such a proceeding with pain 
and regret, and would not speak of it in the lan- 
guage it deserved. It was, in his judgment, un- 
worthy of an enlightened and intelligent Legis- 


lature, and inconsistent: with: that-frankness-and 
fairness which ought to characterize every act of 
legislation, =f ua ; 
To present à more full and complete view 
his sentiments and those of his colleague, he should 
be obliged to trouble the Senate with reading a 
response to the resolution, addressed by himself and 
his colleague- to the’ majority ‘of the Legislature. 
He was aware that from its. length it would. be 
tedious to the Sehate, yet the responsibility which 


` the resolution had thrown upon him: and his col- 


league, and their. desire.to placé themselves right 
before. their. constituents and ‘the country, or at 
least fully to explain the considerations. which 
would influence their action, he must offer asian 
apology. The letter would form a part of his 
speech; and as his friend from `Missonri . [Mr. 
Benton} often tells us that he will speak from a 
book, he (Mr. N.) would speak from the paper he 
held in his hand. Mr. N. then read the following 
paper, making some explanations and remarks as 
he preceeded : : TE 
Wasnineton, June, 1838. 
To the majority of the General Assembly of Connecti- 
cut, who voted for a.resolution to instruct the Sena- 
tors anid Representatives of the State in Congress 
that it was their will that they should vote against æ 
bill commonly cal'ed the Sub-Treasury bill. 
Genttemen: We have each of us received from 
his Excellency the Governor, a certified copy of 
the resolution above referred to; the extraordinary 
character of which, and the condition in. which it 
has placed us, as the representatives of the State 
in that branch of Congress’‘to. which the principle 
of instruction is supposed to be more appropriately 
applicable, have, in our judgment, rendered it 
necessary for us to explain to you and to the peo- 
ple of the State our views on this subject, and.the 
considerations which will influence our action un- 
der the circumstances in which we find ‘ourselves 
placed by the aforesaid act of the General As- 
sembly. 
The resolution is in the following words: ; 
“Whereas, a bill called the Sub-Treasury, or Independent 
Treasury bill, is now pending before Congress; and whereas 
said bili, in the opinion of this. Assembly, isin its character and 
tendency contrary to the apirit of our free institutions, danger- 
ous ly our liberties, and destructive of. our dearest. interests; 
and will, if passed into a law, atl! further derange the currency, 
prostrate business, spread ruin and desolation .through all 


Clagses of society, and change the present distress into a settled 
and deep-rooted despair: 4 i 
“And whereas, if said. bill becomes a law, it will provide 
one currency for office holders anu an inferior one for the peo- 
ple: therefore, ty : ; ee ar 
“Resolved, That it is the ivil? of this General Assembly that 


‘our Senators and Répresentatives in Congress vote against said 


bill, or any other containing’ sjmilar provisions, and use: all 
legal and proper means to. prevent the passage thereof; and that 
they he, and they hereby are, so instructed.” 
his resolution is couched in unusual and awk- 
ward terms; the reason of which we might have 
been unable to discover, was it not for the history 
of the proceeding. ; 
We find the following report of the proceedings 
on this resolution in the House of Representatives: 
“Mr, CueavaLann moved to take up the resolution partly 
instructing, and parlly not instructing, our Senators and 
members of Congress in relation to the Sub-Treasury bi). It 
wastaken up, and Mr. C, moved to amend the resolution s0 as 
to read: ‘esolved, That inasmuch as this. Assembly recog- 
nises the rightof instruction,’ when Mr. TYLER rose in an in- 
stant, and said he was opposed to the amendment, and that the 
resolution, as reported by the committee, recognised no such 
right; neither did the House intend to recognise the odious doc- 
trine of the right of instruction. Mr. Crgavenann: baid. he 
litle thought the proposition would set the gentleman into such 
a feverish excitement. He was in hopes the gentleman would 
have heen easy one moment, for him to explain his object in 
offering the amendment. Why, the gentleman says the resolu- 
tion does not recognise the right of instruction—the odious 
right, as he calls it, He was obliged to the gentleman for 
his sagacity in making the discovery. He announced it with 
an air of great self-importance, as though no one else knew 
its meaning. Whatdoes the gentleman think I offered the 
amendment for? He said he knew very well that the resolu. 
tion recognised no such right, and that was the réaaon. which 
induced him to offer the amendment. He saidhe only wished 
to know what the House intended: by the passage of the reso- 
lution, ani if they decided it was not to instruct, he should be 
satisfied. He concluded by calling for the yeas and nays; 
which was lost. Mr. McCurpy then moved to Jay the amend- 
ment on the table. The Csa decided thatthe motion was 
out of order, and stated that the gentleman unquestionably had 
the right of the decision of the House on the amendment. Mr. 
CATLIN then moved to amend the amendment, which the 
Cuar decided out of order. ‘Question on the amendment of 


Mr. CLEAVELAND lost, by a party vote: resolution then passed 
by 151 to 32,” acca P 


It thus appears that the amendment offered to 
the resolution was violently opposed by some of 
you, and was negatived by nearly the same mem: 


course of proceeding, which should always charac- 


difference between a resolution of instruction and 


owas to-be-obligatory upon as; or that you baye at- 


"bers who ‘subsequently voted for the passage of | 


the resolution. This amendment asserted the right 
of the Legislature to instruct- the Senators of the 


This is not a mere-difference in form or 
language, but a difference in substance; as a par- 
liamentary meaning and import have become ate, 
tached to the word “instruct,” when used in reso- 
lutions of this kind. Ii would’ be wanting in re- 
spect for your intelligence 10 suppose that you were 
ignorant of this distinction. Moreover, we have 
received copies of three other resolutions, passed 
by the’same Legislature, all of which are in the 
common form of a simple request;.one is in these 
words: ° : 

“Resolved, That the mombers of the Senate of the United 
States, and the Representatives in Congress from this State, be 
eet to nae their influence to procure the passage ofa law 
wo 


odamnity the citizens of the United States for losses sustain. 
ed by them from the French prior to September 30, L800.” 


It is evident, therefore, that you were well ac- 
quainted with the forms usually employed in such 
proceedings, and understood well the substantial 


one of mere request. Why, then, we must be. per- 
mitted-to ask, was this resolution drawn up in 
‘such unusual phraseoley? Why were we told “that 
it-was the will.of the General Assembly ‘that our 
Senators and Representatives. in. Congress. should 
vote against said bill?” [fit was ‘intended: to in- 
struct us; why was it not done in express terms 
andiin the common Forni which practice has sanc- 
tioned? If nothing more was meant than to reqnest 
us to vote against said bill, why did you not say so 
in express terms? Was langnage so nnusual and 
eqaivocal made use of with the expectation that 
we might regard it as an express and. positive in- 
struction, whilst-youmight puta different con- 
struction.on the language, aud: avoid committing 
yourselves on the'right of instruction? Was it your 
object to contry our-action by , the “application of 
a principle which you-may have supposed we re- 
spected; but which you disavowed, and even regard- 
ed as an “odious doctrine?” We are unwilling to 
believe this, aa it: would be a course of finessing 
and quibbling wholly inconsistent with those un- 
disguised purposes, and that. frank and: honest 


terize every act of legislation. - Yet; with all possi- 
ble respect to the ‘Geueral Assembly, we. feel con- 
strained'to say. that the unusual and. ambiguous 
phraseology: of the resolution, and: the circum- 
stances before.referred to, attending- its adoption, 
seem to-authorize this opinion, 
But- whatever may have been the motive which 
induced the pectliar phraseology-of the resolution, 
the prompt. rejection of the amendment, by the- 
same members. who passed the resolation, would 
seem tó be conclusive, evidence that you did not 
believe in the right.of instruction. You have in the 
most-explicit manner sọ declared. | Ti-then follows, 
asa necessary conclusion, either that-you, did not 
consider the resolution as an instruction, which 


tempted to.exercise a ‘power, which you. had-ex- 
pressly declared, you, did not- possess. -'Fhe respect 
whieh we'feel.for the majority of the. General .As- 
sembly, would induce us to. adopt. the former. 
branch of the: alternative, and consider that you- 
intended the:sresolution. as. nothing more, thah-an. 
expression: of the opinion of the Legislatare, which 
was not-designedto.be binding upon us. Sages 
In this view of the subject our course is a plain 


one, as. We are very ready to say, that this solemnly 
expressed opinion of the Assembly will receive from 


us all the consideration to which it is entitled; and- 


in case we should-be in any degree doubtful as to 
the course which the mterests-of the State and the 
Union required us to pursue, in regard to the mea- 
sure referred to, the‘opinion of the Legislature would 
have a controlling influence on our judgments. And 
so far as the General Assembly has given any rea- 


‘sons for their will or opinion, they will also 


be duly weighed, and the opinion expressed 
will be either strengthened or weakened, ac- 
cording as- those -reasons shall appear to be 
well founded or not. More than this, we appre- 


-hend, the General Assembly will not expect, if their 


object was what we have supposed it to be. 

Bat as it is possible that we may be mistaken in 
the view we have taken of the subject, and that 
you did intend the resolution as an instruction, 


| binding on the Senators and Representatives, it be- 


comes necessary for us to go farther, in explaining 
the course we feel bound to pursue. If such was 
the intention of the majority, it will then appear 
that you have attempted to control the action of 
the Senators and Representatives of the State, by 


‘the application to them, of a principle, the justice 


and propriety of. which 
hold to be odious. 
From your hostility to a- particular measure, you 


you disavow, and even 


have attempted to take away that freedom of action ` 


which you admit justly belongs to them; and to ac- 
complish this object, yowhave presumed to exer- 
cise a power which you admit yoa do not possess, 
You have even atlempted to instruct and control 
the votes of the immediate representatives of the 


| people; a power which is no where claimed as bes 


longing to the Legistature. It is surprising to us 
that you did not foresee the obvious objections to a 
proceeding so extraordinary. Itis wonderful you 
did not perceive that the disclaimer of the right to 
instruct, on the pari of the Assembly, took away 
all obligation on the part of the instructed to obey. 
The entire doctrine of instruction rests on the prin- 
ciple of the righi of the Legislature, as the consti- 
tuent body, to control the action of the Senators of 
the State, as it agents or representatives. It is, so 
far.as respects a particular measure, a withdrawal 


| or reclamation of the. trust delegated by the origi- 


nal appointment. The Legislature takes back the 
trust into their own hands, and absolves the Sena- 
tors from all responsibility, and assumes the. same 
theniselves. As it assumes the duty of the Sena- 
lors, it necessarily assumes all the responsibility 
which pertained to that duty. It is not our par- 
pose here to examine the soundness of this doctrine, 
but only toexpiain what it is, and the principle on 
which it rests. The whole depends on the right of 
the Legislature (o instruct, and if that is denied, the 
whole doctrine falls to the ground; and any attempt 
to exercise such a pewer, can be regarded in no 
other light than a usurpation, involving a flagrant 
violation of the rights of the Senators, and of the 
people of the State whose representatives they are. 
The injustice of attempting to exercise this power, 


j When not founded on the acknowledged right ofin- 


struction, will ke more manifest by looking a little 
farther into the subject. ‘The Legislatare is not the 
constituent body of the. Senators, but the whole 
people of the State. The right of instruction exists, 
if at all, not in the General Assembly, but in the 
people, and could: be” exercised by- you for- their 
benefit only. . Where such right is generally recog- 
nised’ by. the people, the representatives in the Le- 
gislalure of a State are elected with a view to the 


| exercise of such power, ify in their judgment, there 
‘shall be cceasion for it, as well as to attend to the 
| local interests of the State... Bat where the people 
; do not generally acknowledge the existence of the 
| Tight of instruction, the attempt of their representa- 


lives to. exercise such power, is a palpable act of 
usurpation, In such a case, it is truly an “ odious 
doctrine.” : : : 

Taking such to be the fact, what authority 
had you to attempt to assume our duty and our 
votes, and to dispose of them according 10 your 
judgment or caprice? If your constituents deny 
the principle-of instruction, they can have confer- 
ted upon you no such power: they cannot be sup- 
posed to have conferred on: their representatives 
powers which they do not claim te possess them- 
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“ing, and a violation of their rights. 
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selves. They do not admit your right to interposg 
between us and our duty; and we cannot, therefore, 
absolve ourselves from our responsibilities to them, 
on the ground that you, in-violation of their rights, 
as well as ours, have instructed: us how to act. 
They bold us directly responsible: to them; and 
there is no way that we can avoid: that responsibi- 
lity, as long as they deny your right to interfere. 

Is it then true, that your constituents do deny the 
right of instruction? Of this we think there is no 
doubt. Your own prompt disavowal of it must 
be regarded as nearly conclusive on this point; and 
especially as you did this at a time when it would 
have been very convenient, for the purpose you 
had in view, to have admitted the principle. But 
this you dared not do. We are not disposed to 
charge you with having, in this decision, disre- 
garded the known will of your constituents; but 
must believe that it was.a knowledge of their sen- 
timents which constrained you to vote as you did 
on the amendment before referred to. 

But we have other evidence of the sentiments 
of your constituents, whose opinions on this sub- 
ject have been long known. In 1835, when the 
majority of the General Assembly were elected by 
that portion of the citizens of the State who, in 
the arrangement of political parties, constitute the 
Democracy, a resolution was passed instructing 
the then’ Senators in Congress to vote’ to expunge 
from: the journal-of the Senate of the United States 
a certain resolution -condemnatory of the late Presi- 
dent of the United States. “This resolution was in 
the following: words: areas 


“Therefore be tt resolved by the Senate and House of Re. 
preseniatives in General Assembly convened, That tho Be- 
nators in Congress from this State be instructed, and they are 
hereby instructed, to vote in favor of rescinding and expung- 
ing from the records of the Senate the said recited resolution.” 


In the preamble to this resolution are the follow- 
ing words: 
“And whereas, 


immediate re 
of therr con 


igat, but the duty, of the 
sof the people, when the sentimenta 
know: in relation to anysubject af 
fecting their erdes, ta instruct the Senators of the 
State in Congress to conform. thereto, so that they may irnly 
and taithfally represent the people of this State.” 

This resolutiun of 1835 not only contains an in- 
struction, in direct and positive terms, bnt also an 
assertion of the right of instruction on the part of 
the Legislature, and derives this right from the 
known sentiments of ‘their constituents. It may 
also be stated-here, that pending the election that 
year, the question of the right and propriety of in- 
stracting the Senators of the State to vote to ex- 
pange the resolution of the Senate of the United 
States referred to, was much discussed, was acted 
upon in primary meetings of the people, and 
formed an important consideration ‘on which the 
election turned. , 

If in any case, therefore, insiructions would be 
held obligatory on Senators, this was such a case. 
But netwithstanding all this, one of the instructed 
Senators—the Hon. Gideon Tomlinson—opposed 
the expunging of the aforesaid resolution of the Se- 
nate of the United States, in violation of such in- 
structions from the Legislature; and soon after he 
Was nominated by the same political party to whom 
you owe your’election, as their candidate for. Go- 
vernor, and received the votes of that party at the 
election which took place in April,1836. The 
General Assembly, in 1836, also passed a resolu- 
tion instracting its Senators to vote to recognise the 
independence of Texas; and in the session of 1837, 
the said Tomlinson voted in disregard of his in- 
structions, and soon after was neminated by the 
same political party for Congress, and received 
their votes in his district. 

In these instances, a violation or disregard of in- 
structions appears to have been considered by the 
political party who constitate your constituents, as 
a recommendation to favor and confidence rather 
than a political offence. We might refer to nu- 
merous other evidences of the fact that your con- 
stituents totally deny the right of instruction, and 
disclaim it as a false and dangerous doctrine. 

From these examples, therefore, we have every 
reason to-believe that we should best conform to 
the opinions afd.wishes of your constituents, now 
a majority. in the State, by voting directly contrary 
to your instructions, which they, it is reasonabie to 
suppose, must regard as an unauthorized proceeds, 


it isnot ony the 
resentati 
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trol our votes, we ceuld not, consistently with what 


we believe to. be due to the known principles ofthe.. 
majority in the Stale, consider ourselves: bound by”. 
it; because we must regard it as an unauthorized | 


act on your part, and a violation: of the zights of 
your constituents, who hold us. as responsible te 
them, and not to you, who do’ not. admit.that we 
can avoid the responsibility which. belongs to our 
stations by any.act of yours. ; ` 

We have- endeavored to. show what. are the opi- 
nions of your constituents in respect to the doctrine 
of instruction; but we’ are at a loss to discover what 
your principlesare on that subject. ‘You have voted 
down a proposition which asserted the right of in- 
struction, and have nevertheless passed a resolu- 
tion which purports to instruct us. The only in- 
terpretation we can put on conduct so inconsistent 
and extraordinary is, that you. regard the doctrine 
of instruction as unsound in principle, and yet are 
willing to use it against Senators who may be poli- 
tically opposed to -you, either. to control their ac- 
tion, which you admit you have no. right to do, or 
to force them to resign. Such a proceeding, so iun- 
consistent with the character of an honorable and 
enlightened Legislature, we have wiinessed with 
the deepest regret, as we cannot but regard it as 
derogatory to the character of the State, which must 
suffer when its legislative councils so far forget 
what is due. to their high functions as to practise 
the most paltry artifice and trickery to effect selfish 
party purposes. If you deny the principle of in- 
struction, you are precluded from passing any valid 
instructing resolution; and any attempt to do it can 
have no binding force, as the obligation to obey 
rests entirely on the right to instruct. ; 

With these views of the subject, we would re- 
specifully inform you that'we cannot consider the 
aforesaid resolution as having any binding force 


as av instruction, intended to control our action,’ 


even if-such was the fair import of the language, as 
you disclaim the right to instruct, 

The only light, therefore, in which we can re- 
gard the resolution, is as an expression of the will 
or opinion of the Legislature. In this view of it, 
the respect to which it is entitled depends, in part, 
upon the reasons which appear to have influenced 
the action of the General Assembly; and all we 
know on this point is contained in the preamble 
to the resolution. 
ferred to as the Suab-T'reasury or Independent 
Treasury bill, is the bill which passed the Senate, 
entitled “An act to impose, additional duties on 
certain public officers,” &. From the terms, how- 
ever, in which you speak of this bill, we should be 
almost led to believe that you could not be ae- 
quainted with its provisions, and that you must 
have formed your opinions concerning it from the 
polluted sources of the Bank presses of the country. 
If the provisions of the bill had been examined, 
we are persuaded that neither prejudice or perver- 
sity of judgment, however great, could have led 
the General Assembly to express the opinion that 
this act “is, in its character and tendency, contrary 
to the spirit of our free institutions, dangerous to 
our liberties, and destructive to our dearest inte- 
rests.” You do not inform us what provision or 
what principle there is in the act which is pregnant 
with such dreadful consequences. We are left 
entirely in the dark on this subject. If you had 
only pointed out what there isin the act fraught 
with such consequences, it would have afforded us 
great relief, as we should have been. as ready to 
oppose and to denounce it as were the majority of 
the General Assembly. - 

The principle of the act is, that it is the right and 
the duty of the Government to manage its own 
revenues, ‘hrough the agency of its own officers. 
This is the principle of the bill; all the rest is mat- 
ter of detail. Do you mean to assert that this 
principle is, “in its character and tendency, con- 
trary to the spirit ef our free institutions and- dan- 
gerous to our liberties?” Do you believe. that the 
liberties of the country would be endangered. by 
entrusting the revenues. of the people to the sworn 


officers of the Government, subjected to the-strict- | 


est accountability? What would you: have the 
Governmentdo?. If it cannot trust its: own-pficers, 


If, therefore, we were to regard the aforesaid re- 
solution as designed. by you to instrust us, and-con~ 


We presume that the act re- | 


=< 
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pray whom. can it trast}. Can it confide with more 
safety. in the officers of moneyed corporations? . Is 
there mo-danger to liberty from a partnership be- 
tween the Government and. the banking institutions 
of the country, whether State. or National? i 

We are equally at loss to perceive what..there is 
in this bill. which should have led the General As- 
sembly to believe that, should it:become-a law, “it. 
would. still further derange the currency, : prostrate 
business, spread ruin. and desolation .through all , 
clases of society, and change the present distress 
into a settled and deep-rooted despair.” ~ This is 
truly a most gloomy and horrid picture: of distress, 
and we can hardly imagine how the General As- 
sembly, penetrated with such fearful apprehensions, 
could have adjourned without having adopted some. 
measures to have. averted from the people of the 
State a threatened calamity, which could only, be 
equalled by the “pestilence which walketh in dark- 
hess, and wasteth at noonday.” Fortunately, these. 
terrible calamities exist no where, unless it be in the 
minds of the enemies of this measure; and whether 
they exist there or not-~whetber they are feigned, 
or the results òf a diseased imagination—we leave 
for the world to decide, by contrasting the words 
with the actions of all these prophets of wo. 

The bill has not become a taw; but its principles 
have been practically carried into operation in the 
management of the finances, for more than a year; 
and instead of the currency becoming “still further 
deranged,” ithas been. gradually improving; and 
instead of “business being prostrated, and .desola- 
tion and ruin spread through all classes of society,’ 
business has been steadily reviving, and is now 
nearly recovered from the severe revulsion occa- 


sioned by the explosion of the hanks, and an une. j; 


precedented course of over-trading for the two pre- 
ceding years, And as to the desolation and ruin, . 
we believe that they exist no where in our fair and 
prosperous land, except in the jeremiads of the 
panic orators. f 

Weare, therefore, happy to be able to inform 
you that these apprehended calamities to the peo- 
ple of the State and country are entire'y ground- 
less. 

Another reason assigned is, “that, if said bill 
should become a law, it will provide one currency 
for the office holders, and an inferior one for the 
people.” This objection, we are persuaded, cannot 
have been derived from an examination of the bill, 
but has, probably, been received. from the speeches 
of the opponents of the measure in the Senate, 
where jt has figured largely. The objection would, 
undoubtedly, have great weight in it, was it true; 
but, unfortunately for those who use it, there is not 
one particle of truth in it. 

The bill, as it passed the Senate, provides no, 
currency either for office holders or the people. It 
has nothing to do with the question of currency, 
even. so far as respects the public revenues, as that 
depends on existing laws. As the bill contains no 
provisions whatever, in relation to the currency, it 
is certainly a great mistake to say that ‘fit provides 
one. currency for the office holders, and an inferior 
one for the people.” 

And in respect to other laws, the Federal Govern: 
ment provides but one currency, and that is gold 
and silver, which is both for office holders and the 
people. The inferior currency to which we pre- 
sume you allude, we suppose must be the paper 
emissions of the banks, which: we would beg leave 
to inform you are not “provided” by the Federal 
Government, but by State legislation, Of this im- 
portant fact, we presume the majority of the Gene- 
ral Assembly were not ignorant; yet it would seem 
that it did not. occur to them when urging the last 
objection to the measure under consideration.“ 

As the friends of a sound currency, and to a 
much greater extent than now exists:of a metatlic 
currency, we are rejuiced to perceive that the 
General Assembly, are of the opinion, that bank 
paper is an “inferior currency” to gold and silver. 
This sound and highly important opinion, promises 
well for the interests of the State, and we hope and 
trust that it will be carried out in-its future-legis- 
lation. ed LG 

‘With these views of the. reasons assigned by. the 
Legislature, and with the strong convictions avhich 


| we entertain of the necessity, justice, and. im- 


| particular case seems. to require. ooo ees 
We.do not: wish to:disguise oar opinions on this 


portance of the. measure .in question, ; 
respectfully inform:..you, that should. 


again come before the Senate, we» shail feelit our 


‘we must ^ 
ihe bi 


duly to give it our support, although. we regret to. 


differ on so importanta measure with the General- 


Assembly, and perhaps 
constinents i 5° 


ith. the. majority of our 


Here we might stop, ha f ng said all ‘that is neri- 


cessary to explain our course; and the reasons for 


it; batan apprehension. that; wes may. be charged. , 


"with having‘ studiously; avoided: an. ‘expression: of 


our own opinions, regarding the.doctrine of instruc- 
tion, induces us to, go-soimething farther, 


or any other subject, :as; our constituents have a 
right to know what they ate. . The doctrine of in“ 
struction rests on a popalar principle, and we are, 
and-ever- have been, fully  persuad ed thatthe just 
and proper Administration `of- our Government, 
both-Stale and National, consisted in giving a full 
development to, and justly and. fairly carrying out, 
all the popular. principles in the system. Consider» 


ing thè right of instruction asi one of these prin- - 


ciples, we respect it, and feel bound to carry itout to 
the utmost limit of the Constitution... Farther than 


this, we cannot go as Jong as the Constitution ree; 


mains as itis. .Ifit is deemed necessarry to carry 
this, or any other popular principle farther, it must 
be done by changing the Constilulion.. “When 
the question arises in that form, there can be no 
embarrassment from existing institutions, andevery 
onc is left free to follow out this or any other popu- 


that the.: 


lar principle, so far as, in his judgment, will best. 


conduce ta the safety, liberty, and happiness of the 
people—the just ends of all Government. We be- 


‘lieve in, and will’ sustain, the right of instruction, 


so far as it is consistent with the Constitution, and 
no farther, 4s that is the supreme law of the Jand, 
which we have sworn to support. To violate it, by 
pushing to an extreme, a popular principle, is stiil 
a violation; and although the end may be good, the 
means cannot be justified. . 

As the principle of instruction is understood in 
some the States, it appears to be directly in con- 
flict with the spirit, if not the letter, of the Consti- 
tution ; and to the extent that it is-so, it appears 


to ns to be sn unsound and even a dangerous. 


doctrine. Jtis held that the. right of the Legisla- 
ture to instruct carries with it the unqualified obli- 
gation on the part of the Senator to obey. or resign. 
This is substantially to” change the «Constitution, 
and to alter the tenure of the office of: Senator. 


Under the Constitution, a Senator holds his office : 


for six years; and asit has prescribed no restric- 
tion, limitation, or qualification whatsoever, it 
becomes a constitational right, and equally a con- 


stitational obligation, to ‘exercise his own judg. - 
ment on al! questions that come before the Senate, - 


and to act free from compulsion or coercion in any . 


form. ‘Lo hold, therefore, that the Legislature . 


have a right. to absolutely oonivol tse vote.of a 
Senator, or force him to resign, is incensisient 
with the Constitution ; for if he obeys against his 
judgment, the vote he gives is not his own, but 
that of the Legislature, which has no constitutional 


right to give a vote in the Senate, and is given by: - 


him by compulsion, in violation ofthat freedom of 


action which the Constitution guarantees, notonly . 


tohim, but to the whole body of his constitueals, 
as well the minority as the majority. If he refuses 
to obey, and resigns his seat by compulsion, that is, 


| changing the tenure of his office, and instead of a 


term of six years, he holds it during thepleasure ` 


of the Legislature, not to exceéd six years, which 


- is incoasistent with the Constitution. i i 


The object of this doctrine is to. give greater 
effect to the popular and’ fundamental ‘principle, 
that the representative possesses only delegated 


| power, and is not to exercise it for himself, but for 


his constituents. The object is: good; but the 
principle of instruction, carried: tothe extent we 
have considered, is neither a just nor an effectual 
means of attaining it. ‘To “make that. principle 
efficacious and uniform, it must be incorporated 
into the Constitution; then it would be legally 
binding, aud operate equally upon all. Now it 
can only. operate upon the conscience of those who 


believe in the doctrine; for those’ who donot admi ` 


x 


tuents, ; 

The object intended to be effected’ by the prin- 
ciple of instruction ‘cannot, to any considerable 
extent, be accomplished ; jts efficacy must be limit- 
éd to those who recognise. the doctrine, and to 
such of that number as are honest enough to 
‘conform toit in their own practice. 
are strong believers.in it, so far as regards its 
application to others; bul, when applied to them- 
Selves, they find no difficulty'in discovering some 
subterfuge to avoid ils force. As the ‘consciences 
‘of men are very different, a principle which is 
Applicable only to the conscience must be a ver 
unsafe and variable rule of-action. Peek 

Ought a body, whose deliberations are so impor- 


tant as the Senate of the United States, tobe liable - 


to be controlled in its-action 
certain and wnegual as this? : : i 
_. Letus suppose the country ‘is divided iato two 
‘Preat political parties; one of which holds this doc- 
Urine to the extent we have explained it; and the 

“other totally deny it. Ata particular time; the lat- 
ter are a majority in the Senate, bata minority in 
the States, The Legislatures of some of the States, 
represented by Senators opposed to them, instruct 
their Senators, who feel, in conscience, bound not to 
obey. In sucha state of things, the party which 
has. become a minority, and as the case may be~a 
amall minority in the States—still remains a ma- 
jority in the Senate, and can control the action of 
Congress. 

But suppose the party which recognises the prin- 
ciple of instruction are in a majority in the Senate, 
but, by some‘temporary change in public opinion, 
they fallsinto’.a minority in the States. Some of 
the States instruct their ‘Senators, who feel’ bound 

“to obey or resign; and in either case, the majority 

“Inthe Senate is destroyed. ‘Tt would, therefore, re- 

- sult, that one party could not Whintain w majority 
foothe ‘Senate: unless they were “a majority in 
the States; whilst the other party, less’ scrupu- 
Jons, oF holding different principles, although a mi- 
nority in the States, may still continue, for years, a 
majority in the Senate—the mostimportant branch 
of the Government. - 

This is not supposing an extreme case, bat only 
what has, to some extent, already occurred, and its 
fojustice and inequality allmust admit. It may be 

“said that a party which does hot recognise the sound- 
hess of the principle, will never attempt to instruct 
Senators who may be opposed to them, and whom 
they may suppose respect the principle. , Consis- 
teney might require this; butexperieace teaches us 

` otherwise, and proves that it has been, and will be 
done.” The very case’ which has led to this com- 
munication, as you. must be aware, is an instruc- 
tion from a Legislature, a large majority of whom 
disavdw the right, as we have already shown, And 
in any State, where parties are nearly equal. in 
numbers, asis the case now in Connecticut, it iseasy 
to sée, that by the observance ot this prinċiple by 
ose, and the disregard and abuse of it by the other, 
the Jatler may secure the representation in the Se- 
nate at all times. If they acquire the majority in 
the Legislature, when the Senators are against 
them, they have nothing to do bat to instract them 
out, and fill thelr places, with men of their own 
principles; and if, the very next year, they fall Into 
a minority in the Legislature, they will suh retain 
their power in the Senate, as their Senators, if im- 
cstructed, will neither obey or resign. tt is contra- 
ry to their consciences to do either} but it is per- 
fertly consistent with the consciences of such a 
party to. attempt to use against others a principle 
which they will not observe themselves, and which 
> they declare to be odious. Can any doctrine be just 
which leads to such results? Can any principle be 
sound which is'liable to be used by those who deny 
is authority to, overthrow the power ov those who 
‘respect it? Whether the votes of a State in the Se- 
naie, on any important measure, are to be given 
according to the judgment of the Senators, or thé 


by a principle so ‘un-. 


Many | 


- who are as much a part of the constituency as the 


- publicity to their action, and thus subject them to 
| the scrutiny and censorship of publie opinion and 


f we have abundantly shown, as the General Assem- 
biy not only acted without authority, but in ‘the 


~ even of this portion of our constituents,now supposed 


| efficacy to the popular will, within ihe prescribed 


; fally exercise a power whith 


will of the Legislature, must always depend on the 

fact of the’ Legislature being in session, and ha 
ing an opportunity to give instructions, circu™- 
stances altogether contingent and ‘aceidental. Oe 
objection to this “obey or resign” principle is, thet 
it arinihilatés the rights of the minority in a Stat® 


majority, and makes the Senatots the mete agents 
or instruments of a temporary majority in the Le» 
gislature. . . j 
Whilst: the doctrine of instruction is designed to 
give greater effect to the public will, its tendency, 
in practice, will commonly be to impair it, by tak- 
ing away the responsibility of the Senators. The 
true American’ doctrine is, to impose upon legisla- 
tors, as upon all other functionaries, the necessary 
and proper limitations and restrictions on their 
power, by the constituticnal or organic Jaw, and to 
_Subject them, within their prescribed sphere of ac- 
tion, to the highest degree of responsibility. This 
depends mainly on two principles: first, to secure 


the press; and secondly, by a suitable limitation of 

‘the term of the office, so that the representative 
will at all times act-uwder a consciousness that his 
trust is soon to Tetum to the constituent body, who 
will net be likely to restore it to a faithless repre- 
Sen‘ative, who ‘has once. abused it. These. two 
principles come only in aid of another, still more 
important, which is, the right and the duty of the 
constituent body to select representatives whose 
principles correspond. with their own, and whose 
known personal and political integrity afford a 
guaranty that they will honestly adhere to those 
principles, and faithfally carry out the popular 
will. If this important privilege of selecting for 
representatives men whose principles are known 
to be in conformity with those of the majority of 
their constituents, and who possess a high charac- 
ter for integrity, is disregarded, the right of in- 
struction will be of little avail in securing a faith- 
ful representation of the principles and opinions of 
the constituent body. 

The trie doctrine of instruction results from 
the theory of the Government, and we consider it 
to be this ‘That any direct and positive expression 
of the opinion, will, or desire, of the Legislature 
in respect to the action of its Senators on any par- 
ticular measure, is to be regarded as an instrite- 
tion, as much as though a particular prescribed 
form of words was used; and that in no case isa 
legislative instruction, whatever may be the form 
or language, to be regarded as absolutely man- 
datory. ‘The Legislature of a State has no right to 
command ils Senators to resign in any form. If they 
can de it conditionally, they can absolutely. The 
instruction should be considered not as mandatory, 
but as advisory; and is entitled to the greatest re- 
spect from the Senators, who ought not to disre- 
gard it without the most weighty and substantial 
reasons. 

That there are such reasons in the present case, 


face of an express disclaimer of the right to in- 
struct; besides, it appears to us evident, from the 
preamble to the resolution, that the majority must 
have entirely misapprehended the principles and 
eee of the bill to which their resolution 
refers. : 

Weare sensible that the right of legislative in- 
struction is generally respected by that portpon of 
the citizens of the State, with whom we are politi- 
cally associated; yet we believe, that there are few 


to be a minority, who held instructions as abso- 
tately mandatory. They regard this doctrine as a 
part of their general creed, which recognises and 
cherishes all the popular principles of our political 
institutions, They respect the principle as an ele- 
ment of popular rights, and as a means of giving 


fimits of the Constitution. They desire the legiti- 
Mate and proper use of the principle, not its flagrant 
and palpable abuse, to effect selfish party purposes. 

They believe that a Legislature, which disavows 
the right of instruction, cannot honestly nor’ right- 
they declare they do 
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not possess. Sacha proceeding, we are persuaded, 
they ‘must regard, not ofly as without authority 
but as derogatory to the Legislature——being a pros- 
titution of its high funetionsto the miserable pur- 
pose of attempting to accomplish a selfish end by 
dishonest means; and at the same time, calculated 
to bring into contempt a popular principle, which, 
when fairly understood, and properly applied, they 
sincerély respect. oe : 

It is evident, therefore, that to obey. your instruc« 
tions, given under the circumstances to which we 
have referred, would be disregarding the sentiments 
of one portion of our constituents, and a direct 
violation of the known principles of the other, now 
supposed to be the majority; neither of which can 
we consent to do, consistently with the respect which 
we feel for both. 

This, gentlemen, is a fruitful subject, on which 
much more might be said; but we fear we have al- 
ready exhausted your patience, and will conclude 
with the expression of our regret that we cannot 
comply with the wishes of the General Assembly, 
consistently with our sense of duty to the people of 
the State who have honored us with the responsible 
station we hold; and this regret is the more sincere, 
as we have seen abundant evidence of the enlight- 
ened and patriotic purposes of the present Legisla~ 
ture, the important results of whose wisdom, in- 


. telligénce ahd firmness, we doubt not, will be duly 


appreciated, ‘and not soon forgotten by our com- 
mon constituents; oo 
With sentiments of great respect, 
We are, gentlemen, yours, &c. 
J. M. NILES, 
P. SMITH. 

Mr. Niles said he had intended to submit some 
additional observations, but feared he should con- 
sume too much of the time of the Senate. The pa- 
per he had read contained three distinct grounds, 
each of which he considered a complete justifica- 
tion of the course he and his colleague proposed to 
pursue. The first is, that the resolution is not, in 
its terms, or in substance, upon any fair construc- 
tion, an instruction which could be regarded as 
obligatory upon the Senators. If the principle of 
instruction was admitted to the utmost extent it had 
been carried any where, the resolution does not 
come within it. It instructs us what is the will of 
the Legislature, but studiously avoids a mandatory 
form of expression. By avoiding this, it appears 
that the General Assembly was not willing to’ as- 
sume the responsibility of our votes, or:did not feel 
authorized to do so. As the responsibility is left 
upon us, that imposes upon us the duty ef acting 
according to our own judgment. Or, at most, we 
can only consider the resolution as an expression 
of the opinion of the General Assembly. i 

The second ground is, that if the resolution had 
been mandatory in its terms, the General Assem- 
bly, in iis passage, voted down an amendment 
which expressly asserted the right of instruction, 
They first deny the right, and then proceed to in- 
struct, if the resolution is so to be regarded. ‘This 
must necessarily take from it all mandatory au- 
thority, even if its terms had imported it. The resolu- 
tion of 1835, to which he had referred, was not only 
direet and explicit in in its terms, importing acom- 
mand, but contains an express assertion of the right, 
derived from popular sentiment. Had there been, in 
the case under consideration, only an omission to 
asser the right, it might perhaps have been claim- 
ed, with some propriety, that the passage of the re- 
solution carried with it an implied assertion of the 
principle. The. performance of an act, it might 
be said, was in itself a declaration of the right and 
power to perform it. 

But no such deduction can be made in this case, 
beeause the majority expressly disavow the right, 
and speak of it as an odious doctrine: This objec- 
tion, therefore, takes from the resolution all autho- 
rity, and leaves it only as an expression of the ovi- 
nion of the General Assembly; and had it as- 
sumed to be ‘nothing more, it wotild have been en- 
tited to the highest respect. But on its face it 
bears ‘the. stamp:-of itentional ambiguity, and 
doubie-dealing.- The whole proceeding wears the 
appearance of an attempt to practise a deception 


| Upon all parties—upon the Senators and representa- 


tives, by inducing them to believe that they were 
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instructed, when those who voted for the resolution 
did not consider it as such. 1 
relation fo the ¢onstituents of the Assembly; for if 
they were to complain of'the exercise of a.power 
which did not belong to the Legislature, the lan- 
guage is so equivocal, that it would be easy to deny 
that it was intended as an instruction. , 

The studied ambiguity of the resolution appears 
to be a frand on the principles and consciences of 
those who passed it; an attempt-to get round their 
own principles, and to act.on what they may have 
supposed to be the principles of their political oppo- 
nents, without recognising the same themselves. 
This, ifhe might be permitted to quote the old 
adage, is what may be called ‘ whipping the 
Devil around the stump.” l z 

Although these two grounds of objection were 
each believed to be sufficient to explain and justify 
the course he and his colleague felt it a duty to 
pursue; and although this resolution does not pro- 
perly come within ihe principle of instruction, yet 
they had no wish to avoid an expression of their 
opinions on the principle itself. He had no desire 
to place the justification of his conduct on a plea of 
abatement, or even a special plea in bar, but pre- 
ferred to meet the broad principle on which the 
General Assembly professed to act, although they 
disavowed it themselves. He rather rejoiced at an 
opportunity to set himself right on that subject. 

Mr. N. said that no principle was more grossly 
perverted to the selfish purposes of party than this, 
and he thoug!:t it high time that it was rescued from 
such palpable abuse. This was, to some extent, 
true of both of the two great political parties, but 
more especially of the Federal or Whig party. He 
believed they never resprcted the principle when 
applied to themselves, yet were always ready to 
use it as an instrument against their opponents. 

He could not admit that a party who denied 
the doctrine of instruction, who disregarded it 
themselves, and treated it.as odious, could, with 
any semblance of. justice or propriety, apply it to 
others. It had become a mere engine of party 
warfare, On this point he might differ from some 
of his friends; but, for one, he could not carry his 
respect for any principle so far as to become an 
instrument of its gross abuse and perversion—a 
perversion which destroys the principle and occa- 
sions the most manifold injustice. He intended 
to have no professions in his political creed which 
he did not carry out in practice; and it was, in his 
judgment, impossible that any principle can be 
faithfully adhered to in practice by one political 
party, which is entirely disregarded by another. 
The old adage is founded in good sense: “that it is 
a bad rule which will not work both ways.” 

The abuse of the prieciple has arisen from push- 
ing ittoo far. Ap instruction, whatever may be 
its terms, ought never to be regarded as possessing 
the absolute authority of a law, or as carrying with 
it an unqualified obligation to obey or resign. 
There is no such right or power in the Legislature; 
and the attempt to set it up and exercise it, has very 
nearly brought the entire doctrine into ridicule and 
contempt, It has taken from it the respect, influ- 
ence, and authority, which justly belong to it when 
the principle is correctly understood and honestly 
applied. 

In respect to the proceedings of his own Legisla- 
ture, he regretted that he had felt it a duty. to speak 
of them in the terms he had. But they were un- 
worthy of the General. Assembly, and did no credit 
to the State. 
form or substance, or resting on the principle, of a 
mandatory instruction, was so worded as to have 
that appearance, and to place his colleague and 
himself in a situation either to obey it, or to be sub- 
jected to a charge of violating the instructions of 
the General Assembly, and of being held up to 
their constituents and the country in that light. This 
had rendered it necessary for them to pursue the 
course they had. : 

He was surprised at the whole proceeding, and 
at the strange reasons assigned against the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. Surely they ought to have 
been informed on this subject; neither pains or ex- 
pense had been spared to do it. Great exertions 
had been made, and much money expended, to en- 
lighten the people. Both in the State and out of it, 


It was deceptive in ` 


“such sanction. 
deprive the Senator of any consolation in his pre- 


The resolution, without having the’ 
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much had been done.. Agents had been sent. on 
here for aid, and the State had been literally fooded 
with speeches from this place. The- mails have 
groaned under their weight. But these mighty 
labors do not appear to have produced any very. 
important results, if we are to judge from. this reso- 
lution. , ; oes SNA 
. Mr. N. asked that the resolution might be read 
and laid on the table. i 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said he supposed this reply 
to the Legislature of Connecticut was txpected to 
receive some degree of sanction from the fact of its 
having been read to the Senate of the United States, 
for. he could discover no other reason for reading 
it, Against allowing it any such sanction Mr. C. 
most emphatically protested. He was wholly un- 
willing to let it go out with the appearance of any 
He was sorry, notwithstanding, to 


sent state of political adversity, and it was with no 
personal unkindness that Mr. C. endeavored to 
withheld from him the sanction desired; but he did 
not wish to become in any way accessory to the 
promulgation of such a document, filled as it was 
with matter derogatory to the Legislature and State 
which the Senator represented. ; 

For himself and his principles, Mr. C. said, 
when the pleasure of his Legislature should be made 
known to him in any form, though he did not pro- 
fess to be under the obhgation of unlimited and 
passive obedience, there must be circumstances of 
very great potency that would induce him to. dis- 
obey legislative instructions, and they would at all 
times obtain from him a respectful hearing. . Bat 
he must protest against this reply of the Senator, 
which denounced the proceedings of the Legisla- 
ture as dishonorable, and as a prostitution of the 
right of instruction; and it even went beyond that, 
and obliquely charged the results of the late elec- 
tion as having been brought about by the use of 
money. This sort of language held by a Senator 
here against his State ought in no way to be sanc- 
tioned by such a body as the Uniled States Senate. 
And had the gentenian’s doetrine of instructions 
come to this, that when the instructions came from 
political friends they were to be obeyed in the most 
obsequious manner, but when they can be called a 
party project, for a party purpose, then the little 
minority, and their representatives, in all the inso- 
lence of office, may denounce those instructions as 
dishonorable, and may say to the majority of the 
people of the State, you have been seduced by the 
minority, and we therefore will not obey our in- 
structions? : 

The Senator had made ase of the term “we” in 
his reply. Whether this was meant to include his 
colleague, or whether the gentleman meant to 
speak in the royal style, Mr. C. did not know. 
Bat however that was, Mr. C. was sorry to see the 
spirit in which gentlemen submitted to their politi- 
cal retirement. They had gone beyond their depth 
in a sea of glcry, that was all; and when they were 
brought back, and had conned their Jessons in the 
school of adversity, Mr. C. thought they might per- 
haps be brought to their senses, and made useful 
members of society in their proper places. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut observed that he 
rose, at this time, simply for the purpose of satisfy- 
ing the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
that his colleague did not express himself in the 
plural to indicate himseif only as having given the 
reply to the Legislature of Connecticut, bat had his 
sanction in every thing said in that answer. If, 
sir, said Mr. S. we are to be admonished here by 
the honorabie Senator from Kentucky, for having 
improperly given an answer to the instructions of 
the Legislature of our State, he apprehended that 
the gentleman might have some feeling on this 
subject; and with some good reason, as the gentle- 


man seemed to find fault with expressions made. 


here, as being unkind and unjust towards the Le- 
gislature of Connecticut, who gave these instruc- 
tions. Money, the honorable Senator says, was 
stated by my honorable colleague to have been dis- 
tributed, influencing the action of the people in that 
State, which procured the result which produced 
the majority in that Legislature. I have no doubt 
of it, and am willing to express it here. and else- 
where, and for that reason am willing that jt 


‘should go abroad under my hand, in ‘connection 
‘with that of: my colleague, that this “Legislature 
came into power.’ under. extraordinary circum- 
stances, by various means, not necessary. to enter F 
into here. By this means, however; T am prepared 
to say, and that gentleman too, if he lives twelve 
months more, will say that they came into power 
without the approbation of the people themselves. 
But. why did gentlemen show so.much: feeling in 
fegard to the people of Connecticut? Is he So inti- 
mately connected with them? And if so, T desire 
to know how itis that he became so ‘connected. 
Sir, one of the means used to produce the result I 
have referred to, was the sending of missionaries 
from the State of Kentucky and elsewhere, to 
operate on the good people of Conneclieut, to assist 
in bringing about that result from which these in- 
structions emanated. Who are those persons? 
They are too well known in that State to be neces- 
sary to hame them here. Are they the persons who 
were intimately connected with ‘the late tragedy? 
Has the honorable gentleman himself been so con- 
nected. with that tragedy, that he should express 
this bitter feeling about the answer of himself and 
colleague? Ifso, let him enjoy it. I assure him 
that all the advantage gained in sending that mis- 
sion to Connecticut, will not contribute much to 
the success of the cause he advocates. Taking it 
altogether, the mission, and. the catastrophe that 
followed the authors, will not gain as much as they 
calculated on. ‘Sir, by what means it commenced; 
who had any agency with it; whe concocted it, and 
what produced this result, if the honorable Senator 
supposed he had contributed any. thing to it, I am 
satisfed that he should have the fall benefit of it. 
But that he should step between the Senators {rom 
Connecticut and their Legislature, and admonish 
them, I deny that he has the right. He may have 
the full benefit of that temporary revolution; for L 
am satisfied that it will be but temporary. f 
I have nothing more to say, than to satisfy this 
Senate that this answer of myself and colleague 
had my full assent. If the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky has any peculiar interest in the State of 
Connecticut, I have no objection to his exercising 
it; but I am not accountable to him or to any body 
else for my conduct towards the Legislature of my 
State. Iwill forbear to suggést the means that 
wére made use of, to place this Legislature in . 
power, to enable them to.give these instructions 
no further than barely to allude. to the circum- 
stances, which perhaps excite‘the feelings of a 
Senator here, But are we to be charged with im- 
proper conduct, with insolence for answering 
them, when they undertook to instruct us to vote, 
under a principle which they themselves declared 
unsound? If this placed them in an exalted position 
in the opinion of the Senator from Kentucky, I 
have no objection, A Legislature undertakes to 
instruct Senators to disobey the Constitution of the 
country, when this very Legislature says that they 
themselves do not believe that it ought to be done . 
in that particular. They virtually say we consi- 
der the principles on which these instructions are 
based, are unsound; yet we undertake not only to | 


act for ourselves, but for the people you represent. 


If they have placed themselves in this position, 
is it wrong for us to say to them inreply, that they 
have acted improperly—that they have exercised a 
power which they themselves say dves not exist? 

Are we, said Mr. 8, to sit by, and hear ourselves 
denounced for giving our reasons for not obeying 
instructions, which those who gave them say are 
founded on principles which they do not believe in? 
Are we to be charged with insolence and impro- 
priety of conduct, and at the same time: tovbe told 
that it is a matter with which we have nothing to 
do? While the Senator from Kentécky, denounces 
our conduct as unworthy of the seats we hold, I 
must believe his denunciation grows out of feelings 
such as a simple representative from. Kentucky 
could not possess. If I have mistaken the feelings 
of the Senator, and done him injustice, I ath sorry 
for it. : 

But there must be some cause for this excitement 
and for this feeling, and the denunciation of us for 
the answer which we, as representatives of Connec- 
ticut, have given to our Legislature. I have barely 
risen to show that if theré is any such feeling any 


where, that it came from a quarter whence we had 
no right to expect it. f 
Mr. NILES replied to Mr. Crerrennen with 
much warmth... Whether this proceeding jhad been 
regular, or irregular-and unusual, he would not 
undertake to say; but sure he was that the remarks 


of the honorable Senator from Kentucky {Mr. | 


CRITTENDEN] were nnusual, and of a very extraor- 
dinary character. He has undertaken to arraign 
me, and to pronounce a lecture to me on the course 
I ought to pursue. towards my constituents. He has 
thrust himself between me and my constituents, 
and undertaken tu instruct me in. my duty to them. 
I think I know what my duty is, and do not desire 
the volunteer aid of any one to enlighten me in it. 
Mr. N. saidhe knew both his duty and his rights; 
and whilst he should endeavor tu discharge the one, 
he should take care to cause the other to be respect- 
ed. An interference ard attack upon him of this 
kind, he could not have expected frum any quar- 
ter;and from none less than from the Senator—he 
was about to say his friend—from Kentucky; for, 
although differing in ‘politics, he had enter- 
tained towards him the most kind and friendly 
feelings. The Senatorspeaks of this proceeding as 
very extraordinary, and asks whether any action is 
expected upon the paper he (Mr. N.) had read? 
He protests against its receiving any sanction from 
the Senate, or any authority or additional influence 
on account of its having beenintroduced here. He 
cared nothing for the gentleman’s protest, as he 
neither asked nor expected any action of the Senate 
on the paper. Le had introduced it as a response 
to the resolution of the Legislature of his State, 


which he had presented, and as containing an ex- = 


planation of the views of his colleague and himself 
on that subject. It was read as a part of his 
(Mr. N’s) speech, and in that light was before the 
Senate, but in no other. It was perfectly compe- 
tent for him to present his views in regard to the 
resolution he had offered, as he saw fit;in a speech, 
or a written response, which he had a right to make 
apartof his speech. Thishe had done, and he 
believed there was nothing extraordinary or unu- 
sual init. -If there was, the Senator should have 
called him to order; not attempt to arraign his con- 
duct, and read him a lecture. For his conduct 
here he was accountable to his constituents and the 
country; and to this body, so far as respects an ob- 
servauce of its rules: but he was not accountable 
to any individual member. 

Mr. N. said he had no petty ambition, as the Se- 

nator intimated, ef seeking a quarrel with the Le- 
gislature of his State. His purpose was very dif- 
ferent, and of a much more exalted character. In 
a certain contingency, a high and responsible duty 
would devolve upon him, in which not only his 
own State, but the whole country, were interested. 
In indicating the course he felt ita duty to pur- 
sue, he desired to present the considerations by 
which he had been governed. This was not a 
question between him and the Legislature of his 
State; so far as any such had existed it was gdis- 
posed of, and he had no complaints to make, and 
nothing to say on that point. He was surprised 
at the allusions of the Senator to it; his remarks 
were, it appeared to him, inconsistent with those 
liberal feelings which he believed the Senator to 
possess. He [Mr. N.] asked no sympathy or in- 
dulgence from any one, on account of his situa- 
tion. Nor did he think his conduct authorized the 
remark, that he was restive and uneasy under the 
decision of the Legislature of his State, or that 
feelings springing from that decision had influenced 
his present course. He had. made no complaints, 
and, so far as respects himself, was quite indiffe- 
rent on the subject. There had been instances of 
public men who had pursued a very different 
course. There is one very conspicuous one with 
which the Senator must be very familiar. He al- 
lauded to a distinguished statesman, who, when 
strack down by public opinion, and driven from 
his post, retired pouring out execratious upon his 
countrymen, and declaring the elevation of his 
rival, whom he denounced as a “military chief- 
tain,” as more to be dreaded than “war, pesti- 
lence, ot famine.” This was a case which would 
have justified the Senator’s rebuke. 

But the Senator had charged him with renounc- 


; ing the good old Democratic Jeffersonian doctrine 
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of instruction. He denied this: he had renounced 
no doctrine he ever professed: he had endeavored . 
to explain his understanding of the doctrine; to 
what. extent it was sound, and beyond what point 
it became unsound and impracticable. In respect 
to the doctrine itself, and the principle on which 
it rests, the opinions now expressed were not new, 
they had been long entertained; but as regards the 
utility and practical application of the doc- 
trine, he freely admitted that his mind had 
undergone a change. Sir, if this doctrine ever 
possessed any practical efficacy, the Senator's 
political friends have destroyed it. They have 
not only disavowed it, and. disregarded it; but 
they have attempted to use it as a po- 
litical engine against their opponents. Whilst 
denying the principle, and disregarding it them- 
selves, they have attempted to use itas an in- 
strument against Senators opposed to them. This 
has rendered it litle more than a mere farce, and 
done much to bring ridicule and contempt upon the 
doctrine itself. He had endeavored to rescue it 
from this reproach, by attempting to prove that in- 
structions could have no binding force, coming 
from a Legislature which denied the right to in- 
struct. For some years past, we have all seen what 
use has been made of this doctrine by the Federal 
or Whig party in mostof the States. He had given 
a history of it in his own State. His friend from 
New Jersey, (Mr. Watt,] in his able speech, has 
informed us what the Federal doctrine of instruc- 
tion has been in that State. We have seen what it 
ia in Ohio and Pennsylvania, and in other States. 
It is every where the same—a mere instrument of 
party warfare. We have seen a resolution from 
Pennsylvania, directing the Senators to vote against 
the Sub-Treasury bill, and at the same time in- 
structing them to vote to separate the public re- 
venhes from the banks; a resolution carried by the 
vote of a member who admitted that he acted under 
threats froma bank. What respect was due to 
such instructions was for the Senators from that 
State to decide; and ane of them (Mr. BUCHANAN] 
has suffered his vote to be controlled by it. He has 
acted according to his sense of duty, of which Mr. 
N. did not complain; yet he was free to say that he 
should not have felt himself bound by such a pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. N. said that he respected the doctrine of in- 
struction as an evidence, and the highest evidence, 
of the popular will, but not a conclusive evidence; 
and he conid not regard it, in any case, as possess- 
ing the authority of Jaw, as that was inconsistent 
with the Constitution; and although he did not 
admit the right of the Legislature to foree a Sena- 
tor to resign, yet he had such deference for the po- 
pular will that he would not hold a seat here if he 
could not represent the opinions, as wellas the in- 
terest, of a majority of his constituents. He spoke 
of the settled and abiding opinions, not of those 
which may be the result of a temporary excite- 
ment, and extraordinary efforts to alarm and mis- 
lead the public mind. 

Mr. N. said that this Federal doctrine of instruc- 
tion was a very curious thing, and very much of a 
one-sided principle. When they were a majority, 
and wished to use it, it was a sound and excellent 
principle; but when they were a minority, and it 
was applied to them, it was a false, absurd, and 
odious doctrine. It was very much like their 
“spoils” doctrine. When they were in a minority, 
removals from office were denounced as “pro- 
scription for opinion’s sake,” as the most wicked 
and abominable practice which ever prevailed in a 
civilized country; but the moment they are a ma- 
jority, it becomes a sound doctrine, a most conser- 
vative principle. And such is their regard for it, 
that they always carry il out vastly further than 
any examples on the other side, which they have 
so pointedly condemned. He had recently seen, 
in his own State, an instance of carrying this prin- 
ciple to an extreme point; it had been carried be- 
yond the living, and, to an eatent, to invade the 
rights of the dead. In one of our principal towns, 
the driver of the hearse has been removed for voting 
against the Whig ticket, so that it is now well set- 
tled that no man can be buried except by a good 
Whig. Hereafter we shall not only be required to 
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live according to Whig doctrines, but to die and 
be buried under their mild influence. He had ne- 
ver complained of removals, whether in a majority 
ora minority, but really thought. it was going a 


. little too far, when an event, which levels all earth- 


ly distinctions, is made subservient to party domi- 
nationand party strife. . ; 

But said Mr. N. the Senator charges. me with 
having made severe reflections upon the Legisla- 
ture of my State, and of alluding to the improper 
use of money in the late election. He would not 
object tothe too Senators from Kentucky, volun: 
teering their services in taking care of the interests 
of Connecticut. They could, no doubt, represent 
the State more ably than his colleague and myself, 
one of them also has undoubtedly a much greater 
stake in its politics, than either himself or his coi- 
league; and as they were gradually sliding into 
their seats, perhaps it might be as well for them to 
go home, and leave the State in the hands of the 
Kentucky Senators, who would no doubt more ably 
represent it, and especially the Whig cause. But 
as his term was short, he thought he had perhaps 
better hold on, and try to represent at least a part 
of the State, leaving it for the gentlemen from Ken- 
tucky to supply all deficiencies. 

Mr. N. said, in reply to the remark of the Sena- 
tor, (Mr. Crirrenpen,] that what he had written 
in the paper he had read, or what he had said of the 
proceedings of the Legislature, was done advisedly 
and deliberately, and he expected to abide by it, 
beth here and elsewhere. He had givefi the facts—- 
a true account of the proceedings—with such com: 
ments upon. them as he thought they deserved, so 
far as was necessary to his present purpose. Further 
than this, he had not gone. Having given the pro- 
ceedings truly, all could judge whether his remarks 
upon them were borne out. If he had spoke of t:e 
proceeding as dishonorable or dishonest, it was 
because he so regarded it. If this was a reflection 
upon the State, neither the blame nor the responsi- 
bility rested upon him, but upon those weak or dis- 
honest agents who had attempted to entrap himself 
and his colleague by cunning and trickery, through 
the forms of legislation; and it had since been a 
subject of boast and triumph in their papers. He 
believed he knew what was due to the character of 
his State, and did not think it could be benefitted 
by any attempts to justify or defend such proceed- 
ings. : 

The Senator was mistaken, however, in suppos- 
ing he had said that money had been used to carry 
th? jate election. He had said nothing in regard to 
the election, either in the paper he had read, or in 
his remarks. His allusion to the use of money was 
not in reference to the election, but in regard to the 
exertions which had been made to enlighten the 
people on the subject of the financial questions be- 
fore the country. It did not fall within his purpose 
to speak of the election; if ithad, heshould not have 
hesitated to have said that money had been raised 
and used to anextent, and for purposes, never be- 
fore witnessed in the State, and which he hoped ne- 
ver would be again. But his allusion to. money 
had reference to the pains which have been taken 
to inform, or, as he considered it, to mislead the 
people in relation to the currency, question. The 
exertions in that behalf had been great, both in the 
State and out of it. No efforts and no expense 
appear to have been spared. í 

It was true, as stated by his colleague, that po- 
litical missionaries visited the State last fall, one of 
whom was from Kentucky. They travelled 
through the State, and attended large political 
meetings, called for the purpose, at which they ha- 
rangued the people in the usual Whig style of de- 
nunciation, common-place abuse, and party slang. 
During the present session, one or more missiona~ 
ries have visited this city, to make arrangements 
for having the State well supplied with speeches of 
members of Congress. Whatever may have been 
the case of the first, the last mission was attended 
with wonderful success. The State was literally 
plastered over with speeches, like the land of 
Egypt with frogs. The franks of some Senators 
whom he could name, must be as familiar with the 
people as household words. The Senator from 
Massachusetts, whom he did not see in his place, 
(Mr. Wessrer,] the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
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Ctay,] and a member of the House from the city 
of New York, who appeared to be a sort of tender 
to the big Whig ships of war, were most distin- 
guished for their disinterested'and meritorious ex- 
ertions to enlighten his constituents. As an evi- 
dence of the extent of their labors, he would state 
one fact: In a very small interior town,’ there was 
one hundred and thirty speeches received in a sin- 
gle mail. Surely such disinterested and patriotic 
services ought to be made known, that those con- 
cerned in them may have the credit ‘to which they 
are entitled. : 

Mr. N. said, that in some towns in his State, 
lyiag on the Sound, the people are in the habit of 
taking large quantities, of whatis called the white 
fish; they are not valuable for food, but are ex- 
cellent for manure, and are spread over the land, 
and sometimes thrown into the hill, and it said a 
single fish makes a first rate hill of potatoes; and if the 
electioneering speeches from Congress, with which 
the State has been plastered over, were as valuable 
a manure as the white fish; (and he thought they 


about as worthless for any thing else,) the State ° 


would produce such a crop of potatoes this season, 
as was never raised before; and he would engage 
that the surplus beyond what would be required 
for home consumption, would supply the State of 
Keutucky for two years. In this way, the disinte- 
rested labors of gentlemen who had shown so mach 
anxiety to serve his constituents, might be turned 
to some account. : 

Mr, N. did not deny or dispute the right of 
the Senator to criticise or comment on the paper 
he had read. He admitted that it was before the 
Senate, not for its action, but as a part of his 
speech; and, as such, a proper subject of remark. 
He did not complain of the Senator’s remarks on 
the paper; what he did complain of was, that the 

` Senator should have stepped in between him and 
bis constituents, and undertaken to teach him his 
duty to them. He thought he understood the duty 
he owed to his State, and should endeavor to dis- 
charge it faithfully and fearlessly; and if, in doing 
this, he was so unfortunate as to offend: either èf 
the gentlemen from Kentucky, he might regret it, 
bet conld not alter his course to accommodate any 
one. Buthe thought that his State was ina way 
to be weil taken caie of} and thal, with the assist- 
ance of the Senators from Kentucky, it would be 
fully and ally represented. 

After a few remarks by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he regretted the 
necessity of saying a few words, imposed upon 
him by sarte gratuitous remarks, relating (o him- 
self, of one of the Senators from Connecticut. It 
had been his intention not to say one word on this 
occasion, and he should not have done it but for 
this reference to himself, althongh he thought it 
proper for his colleague or any other Senator, if 
they choose to do so, to comment ona paper which 
had been read in the Senate. + Had it come to this, 
that one Senator might read in the Senate a reply 
to the instructions which he had received from his 
Legislature, and no olher Senator had a right to 
say any thing upon it, on the ground of improper 
interference? Mr. C. had paid no attention to it; 
be was halif asleep while the reading was going on; 
but the remark of the Senator, that Mr. C. had in- 
terposed between him and his constituents, called 
for areply. What was the trae state of the fact? 
Certain petitions had been entrusted to Mr. ©. by 
citizens of Connecticut, which he, in the course of 
his duty, had presented to the Senate; and the Se- 
nator from Connecticut then interposed himself, 
and represented the petition as untrue and dishcno- 
rable; and Mr. ©. cou'd not but defend the consti- 
tuents cf the Senator himself against a charge 
which Mr. C. thought unfounded, and brought 
against them by their own representative. In do- 
ing this, Mr. C. had not gone out of his way; but 
as they had confided a petition to him, he had done 
for them what he would have done for any of the 
human kind, and had endeavored to vindicate 
them from a charge which he deemed incorrect. 

Mr. C. had also been charged as having left his 
country and her councils with execrations, going 
home with restiessness and disgast; and as return- 
ing back to annoy the country. What was the 
ground of this charge? Mr. C. had returned under 
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urgent circumstances; his office had been ansoli- : 
cited, and he had resolved todo his duty in these’ 


struggles and these times, and he had denounced a 
military aspirant, and had denounced him in lan- 
guage which he was proud to have used, when he 
had exclaimed, Send us war, pestilence, and fa- 
mine, rather'than curse us with a military rule; and 
if he could have then foreseen that this execrable 


measure, the Sub-Treasury bill, would have been: 


introduced by the influence which he then depre- 


cated, he would then have denounced it as he did 


now, as not at all preferable to war, pestilence, and 
famine, and as not inferior to any oné of them in 


its malign effects on the welfare and prosperity of 
the country. % 


One of the Senators from Connecticut had said- 


that political missionaries fram Kentucky had 
been at work in Connecticut. Mr, C. denied the 
fact that any such missionary had gone from his 
State; it was a work of that Senators own imagi- 
nation, without the fact to’support it; at least Mr. 
C. knew no foundation whatever for such a charge. 

In respect to the docirine of instruction, al- 
though he had the right to express ‘any opinion, 
Mr. C. would have said nothing about it, but for 
what the Senators from Connecticut themselves 
had said, that on their vote hung the fate of the 
Sub-Treasury bili. And was not Mr. C's State in- 
terested in that measure, and had they not the right 
to inquire whether those who were to fix this mea- 
sure on the country were avting in conformity with 
the views of those whom they heye represented? 
And are we to be told that a majority of the peo- 
ple of Connecticut, as well as of the Legislature, 
are adverse to this measure, and yet to have it 
fixed upon us by their two Senators, who, at the 


-same time, acknowledge that they were acting con- 


trary to the will of the majority of the people of 
their own State? And are Senators not at liberty 
to call on them to respect their instructions under 
such circumstances? But the spirit of those in- 
structions pervaded the whole Union, though Sena- 
tors said this spirit was temporary. We had heard 
enough of Reaction! Reaction! Reaction! but 
where was the evidence that there would be reac- 
tion? There was indeed evidence of action, but 
it was forward, unequivocal action against the 
Sub-Treasury, as much so as it ever was against 
the alien and sedition acts, or any other most exe- 
crable measure. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut. A declaration 
which I made in the course of my remarks in re- 
gard to a particular mission going from Kentucky 
to Connecticut, and was denied by the honorable 
Senators from Kentucky. Now I did not speak of 
my own personal knowledge, but from common 
report. I did not see them there, and have no 
more knowledge of the mission than what I Lave 
seen in the newspapers of the day; and which, 
never having been denied, I. believe to be true. 
The Senator denies it, and I assert it on the infor- 
mation I possess; and the people will judge whether 
his information is more correct than mine. 

Mr. CLAY. Then what must we think of a 
Senator who gets up in his place and asserts a fact, 
having no other authority than the newspapers? 

Mr. SMITH. fam satisfied the missionaries 
were there, as stated, though I did not see them; 
and it is very extraortinary that the Senators from 
Kentucky did not know it; bet if they choose to 
place it on this gronnd, that they were not there 
with their knowledge, let the people of Connecti- 
cut judge how they came there, and for whose 
benefit. . 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 22, 1838, 

Mr. ADAMS continued his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the report of the Committee on Foreizn Af- 
fairs on the subject of the annexation of Texas, and 
in support of the mofion to recommit it with in- 
structions. Jn the course of his remarks, Mr. A. 
has given a detailed account of the proceedings of 
the House in relation to their action upon the Sub- 
ject of petitions respecting slavery, and the annexa- 
tion of Texas, as incidental to that subject; Hehas 
given, in order, the different times when. petitions 
and resolutions of State Legislatures have been pre- 


| tions, with arguments’to show’ that the: action.of: 


sented to the House, and has stated'the action of the’ 
House thereon. He has also read and comniented: 
briefly upon hiany of ‘the’ memorials and “resola-. 


the House had not been correct in principle, norda 
accordance with the wishes of a large portion’ of the: 
people. oe : ee Gey ak ee EET TTR gest at 
‘Mr. A. then gave way forthe orders. == : 
. ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. «00. 
Mr. MecKENNAN moved the House to! take-up 
the resolution of Mr. Boon, proposing to:fix the 
period of adjournment of the present: session of 
Congress. s D a ` 
_ Objection being made— i AASE ea 
Mr, McK. moved a-suspension of the rules, and 
thereon asked for the yeas and nays; which, being 
ordered, were-—yeas 139, nays 55. ‘ “a 
So the rules were suspended; and. the resolution 
being taken up, eas 
Mr. McKENNAN moved to strike out the 
“first Monday,” and insert the ‘“second Monday” 
in July. i ; : 
Mr hoon accepted this as a modification. > 
Mr. NAYLOR moved to substitute the “ first” 
Monday. Lost wilhout a division. ae 
Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, moved to insert 
the * third’? Monday ib July. í : 
Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. nl ee 
Mr. GARLAND then, asa reason for the motion 
he made, drew the attention of the House to’ the 
mass of business on the calendar, especially relat- 
ing to the western country. En E aes 
Mr. BOULDIN said he was anxious that the 
public business should be done. That it might be 
done, was true; that it might have been done, was 
equally true. But If the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. Gartann] thought that length of time would 
secure that object, he would ask him to look back 
upon the last six or seven months, and see. what 
had been done in all that time. He said, if they 
were disposed to do the business now, he had no 
doubt that every thing material could be done by 
the 9th of July. If they did not wish to do it, they 
never would do itin any length of time. If they 
meant to do it, let them do it; if not, Jet them go 
home. i z 
Mr. E. WHITTLESEY was convinced to the 
conirary, fur there were several pressing bills - 
that would .take up days each in discussion. 
Though he was as anxious as any’ one. to “get. 
away, yethe was unwilling to doso, and’ leave 
such a mass of business unfinished. : 
Mr: BOON explained that the object he had in 
originally moving the resolution at the time he - did 
was to bring tu the consideration of the House that 
it was necessary for Congress to take an order to 
adjourn at some time or other. Ee was as anxious 
as any man could be, that before the House ad- 
journed, the most important measures before them, 
and more especially, of all the rest, the bill to: re- 
dace and graduate the price of the public lands, 
with the bills in relation to the army, the western 
frontier, &c. should be acted upon. But if gentle- 
temen would only leave off talking, and vote, they 
might yet act upon them all by the Yih of July.. If 
they would only act upon the principle. of those 
great men. George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin, who never spoke in public over about 
five minutes at a time, they could get through 
with their business in a couple of weeks from Mon- 
day. Indeed, they ought to have got through ita 
longtime ago, and could have done so, if they 
had net wasted so much time. ` 3 g 
Mr. HAYNES said he would show his estimate 
of the value of time by moving the previous gués- 
tion; but the House refused to second it—ayes' 72, 
noes 95. i . = og ee 
Mr. NAYLOR urged the House to adopt the 
later day. eye hae 
Mr. HAYNES rose among the most vociferous 
cries of “Question!” from all parts of the hall, 
which continued for some timé. : When order was 
restored, Mr. H. said he would have stood there 
till doomsday, rather than be cried down. He had 
merely risen to call for the yeas and nays on’ the 
amendment; and, ag ae ae 
The CHAIR was about to propound the.call-to 
the House, | : i Os oe 


"Mir. MASON: of Ohiojreminded the Sreaxer that 
_ they bad been already ordered. E, : 
-The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment disagréed to—yeas 90, nays 121... Reri 
-Mr WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to post- 
‘pone. the further‘consideration of the resolution till 
Friday next, 60 LS ; 7 
Mr. CASEY asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were refused; and, on the call of Mr. HAYNES, 
‘the question: was taken by tellers, and agreed to— 
yeas 95, nays 89. ` i; 
` -So the resolution was postponed 


j till Friday next. 
‘The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, transmit 
ting a report of the Commissioner on Pensions, 
and- sundry documents from the Secretary of the 
Treasùry and the Third Auditor, in relation to 
pension. agents, payment of pensions, etc.; which, 
on: motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. l 

Mr. HALEY, on leave, presented to the House 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Con- 
necticut, in relation to an amendment of the Fede- 
ral Constitution, in regard to the appointment and 
removal of officers; which were laid on the tabla, 
and ordered to be printed. eee 
~~ INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motionof Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into Committee on the Union, Mr. Connor in 
the chair, and resumed the consideration of ‘the 
“Independent Treasury bill,” under the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause. 
` Mr. HUNTER continued his remarks in support 
of the bill till the period for the Houwe to take its 
daily: recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The House met at half-past threé, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

_ Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, on leave, reported 
a bill from the Committee of Claims, for the relief 
of Joseph K. Averill. 

{his bill was to provide for the payment of wit- 
nesses fees to the petitioner, who had been brought 
frora the exterior part: of Ohio, to testify in the late 
trial of White. Mr, W. suggested the propriety of 
passing the bill at once; but objection being made 
by Mr. Perrixin, the Speaker said it could only 
be passed by general consent, as the Speaker had 
only taken the chair to pass to the usual recess; 
and if debate would arise, the bil mut take its 
place on the calendar ] 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, and continued the consideration of 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

There being not more than twenty members in 
their seats, and while the Chairman was waiting to 
call the committee to order, 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts stated that 
the House in the morning had endeavored to fix s 
day for adjournment, and it was urged that it wa 
impossible to adjourn at an early day in July, be" 
cause of the pressure of important-business, which 
could rot so soon be properly disposed of; and he 
remarked, that if the recess of an hour and a half 
was virtually to be extended to two hours and 
more, and if members would not attend to the busi- 
ness of Congress, no adjournment could be had be- 
fore August. ` He then moved that the committee 
rise, and report the fact to the Hlouse thar they 
feund themselves without a quorum; and made 
that motion with a view to move a call of the 


Honse. 

The CHAIR said it was a courtesy usually ex- 
tended to members addressing the committee to 
wait for members to come in. 

Mr. HUNTER expressed his readiness to go on, 
and he proceeded with and concluded his remarks 
in favor of the bill. : ; 

Mri KENNEDY then took the floor, and went 
on for sometime in opposition to the bill, when he 
gave way for a motion that the committee rise, 
which ‘was carried. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. THOMAS, 
took up the -bill1o provide for the better security 
of the lives of passengers in vessels, propelled in 
whole or in part by steam. i ; 

The ameadment ‘proposed in Committee of the 
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Whoie, with many others proposed-in the House, 
were severally considered and acted upon, many 
were adopted and others rejected, and before any 
final action on the bill, © 4 

The previous question was demanded, but before 
determining whether there was a second, 

On metion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

Frinay, June 22, 1838. i 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition signed 
by a number of the citizens of the city. and county 
of Philadelphia, similar to several .others presented 
by him on the same subject, asking Congress to 
pass the Independent Treasury bill, and in opposi- 
tion to the charter of a National Bank: laid on the 
table. 


officers aal managers of the Washington Monu- 
ment ciation m relation to the receipts and ex- 
penditures of that association; and moved that it be 
rinted. 

Mr. MORRIS called for the reading of the paper; 
and accordingly the Secretary having read a por- 
tion of it, 

Mr. KING moved to lay it on the table, there 
being several expressions in it which he thought 
disrespectful, and therefore ought not to be read to 
the Senate. ‘ : 

Mr. NORVELL said he hoped that. his friend 
from Alabama weuld, for a moment, withdraw his 
motion to Jay the memorial on the table. This 
paper proceeded from as respectable a body of 
gentlemen as any in the country; and he did think 
thal, as they considered themselves to have been 
injurioasly assailed on this floor, they should have 
an opportunity to be heard, It was true that they 
had used strong language; but this, under the cir- 
cumstances, was natural. Let the memorial be 
read, and then the Senate might take what course 
they thought proper, as regarded the further dispo- 
sition of it. By the statement of moneys collected, 
it appeared that the society had received only be 
tween 27,000 and 28,000 dollars, of which they 
had invested upwards of $27,000, principally, he 
believed, in Pennsylvania State stocks. Between 
four and five hundred remained uninvested. Ex- 
cept what had been allowed to collectors in the dif- 
ferent States, as commissions for moneys obtained 
from subscribers by them, very little had been ex- 
pended, as the statement would show. He was 
authorized to say, too, that the books, with the 
names of all the contributors to the monument, 
are in the hands of the Treasurer of the Associa- 
tion, open to the inspection of all. These were 
facts which, in justice to these respectable citizens, 
ought to be known to the Senate and to the public, 
after what had passed here on the subject. 

Mr. KING, in explanation of the reasons which 
induced him to make the motion, said, that in the 
first place, he did not perceive that the subject of 
the memorial was a matter with which the Senate 
had any thing to do, and that no action of the Senate 
could result from it; and secondly, he objected to 
the further reading of it, because it contained ex- 
pressions, applied to Senators or the Senate, which 
ought not to be permitted to be read there. 

Mr. PRESTON, who just then entered the cham- 
ber, remarked, that the memorial was from very 
respectable persons, whé conceived themselves in- 
jured by Something that transpired on this foor. 
He had, on more than one occasion, objected to the 
reception of memorials because their language was 
not respectful; and he therefore desired to have it 
read, that he might judge whether it was so er not. 
If it was a question of reception, he must hear the 
paper read before he could vote on it. 

Mr. KING said there was no question of recep- 
tion raised. The paper was received. His motion 
was to lay it on the table; and if the ‘honorable 
gentleman wished to know whether it was respect- 
ful or not, he could easily read it at the Secretary’s 
table. He had objected to the reading, because the 
paper spoke disrespectfully of members of that 
body. If the paper was laid on the table, any 
member could move to take itup, andsubmit what 
propositions he pleased as to the disposition of it. 
Mr. PRESTON said he would not. take upon 
himself the responsibility of calling up a paper 


ers 


‘Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
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which was deemed disrespectful to members of 


that body. Butif itwas so, he thought it ought 
to be called up, in order to. be disposed of in a 
proper manner. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that this day was set 
apart for the consideration of private land claims; 
and. he hoped it would not be consumed as yester- 
day was in debate. The matter complained of by 
these individuals had been published. in the public 
newspapers, and he presumed the editors would 
have no objection to insert their reply. It wasa 
matter with which the Senate had nothing to de, 
and he, therefore, moved to lay it on the table. 

This motion was carried. f 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of Joseph 
Shenecke, praying for a pension: reierred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Wm. 
W. Fry, praying permission to import an iron 
steamboat free of duty: referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Commiltee on the Ju- 


_diciary, to which had been referred the petition of 


the members of the Knoxville bar, praying fora 
change of the times of kolding the courts of the 
United States for the district of East Tennessee, re- 
ported a bill in conformity with the prayer of the 
petition; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading.: 


; <- Mr. MORRIS presented certain additional docu- 


ments in support of the claim of Catherine White; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. M. from the Committee on Pensions, re~ 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the House 
for the relief of Sarah Barnes, recommending its 
passage, 
tso, reported, without amendment, and recom- 
mending their indefinite postponement, the bills 
from the House for the relief of Wm. Steele of 
New York, Eliphalet Spafford, Wm. Glover and 
Daniel B. Perkins. 
Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill giving 


| the consent of Congress to certain acts of the Legis- 


lative Council of the Territory of Florida; which 
was twice read and referred. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, froin the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the petition of 
sundry clerks in the Executive Depa:tments of the 
Government, reported a bill classifying and regu- 
lating their salaries; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, rep-rted a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Madame De Lusser; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD made several reports on private 
bills from the House which had been referred to the 
Committee on Claims, and Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which had been referred the amendment of the 
House to the bill providing for the appointment of 
persons to test the utility of inventions to improve 
and render safe tae boilers of steamboats against 
explosion, made a report thereon, recommending 
the Senate to disagree to said amendment, and, on 
taking the question, the Senate disagreed accord- 
ingly. ` 

The amendment of the. House to the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for certain roads in the Territo- 
Le of Wisconsin, was considered and concur- 
red in. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the Senate took 
up the bill giving the assent of Congress to an set 
of the Legislative Council of Florida, chartering 
a railread and steam navigation company; and the 
same having been considered as in Co.nmittee of 
the Whole, was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate took up 
the bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Piorida and 
Georgia Railroad Company; and the same having 
been considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. GRUNDY, fixing 
the hours of meeting of the Senate at 11 instead of 
12 o’ciock for the remainder of the session, was 
considered and agreed to. 

The following bills were severally taken vp and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed fora third reading: 
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The bill to authorize the payment of invalid 
pensions in certain cases. z 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

'The bill for the relief of Dennis Trammell. 

The bill for the reiief of William Berry. ` 

The bill granting a pension to David Waller. 

The bill for paying certain pensioners at Tusca- 
Joosa, in the State of Alabama. $ 

The bill for the relief of William Cooley. 

The bill for the relief of William Posey. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin. 

The bill for the relief of John S. Billings. 

‘The bill for the relief of Eli Eastman. . 

The bill granting a pension to Bradley Drew 
Gipson. R 

The bill granting a pension to Neil McNeal. 

The bill for the relief of Amos Thompson. 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Ketchur. 

The bill for the relief of Simeon Smith, of the 
State of New Hampshire. i 

The bill granting a pension to Frederick Hill. 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Dennison. 

The bill for the relief of Anna West, of the 
State of Massachuseits, 

The bill for the relief of Josiah Clark. 

The bill for the benefit of Charles Coffin. 

The bill granting a pension to Seth Whitney, of 
the county of Delaware, State of New York. 

The bill granting a pension to Catharine Rollins, 
otherwise called Catharine Mosely. 

The bill granting a pension to Thomas West, of 
the State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of a free colored man. 

The bill granting a pension to Frederick Hill. 

The bill for the relief of James McCarlan. 

The bill granting a pension to Robert Casey. 

The bill for the relief. of Leonard Loomis. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Pelgar. 

An act directing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to ascertain the quantity of land 
covered by grants made to Anthoney Shane and to 
Louis Godfroy, in section. 16, township 4 south, 
range 2 east, in-Lima district, and its value. 

An act to amend an act entitled t‘ An act for the 
relief of Raphael Paine and Elias Arnold,” ap- 
proved March 2, 1833. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons. 
[Laid on the table.] 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

The bill granting to the legal representatives of 
John Smith T. the right of pre-emption. 

The bill to transfer to the cilizens of the patish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest of 
the United States in a tract of land. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause patents to be issued to the persons, 
and for the lands, therein named. [Laid. on the 
table.] 

The bill for the relief of Laurent Millaudon, of 
New Orleans. 

The bi!l for the relief of William Jones. 

The bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarerpay, June 23, 1832. 

Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, from the Committee 
onthe Public Buildings, reported the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House whether, in re- 
suming the work upon the new Treasury building, 
it is intended that any portions of the walls, at 
their northern and southern extremities, are to be 
removed, or are to be extended and connected at 
the north with the walls of the building occupied 
by the State Department; or whether the latter 
building is to be taken down, or such alterations 
made therein as materially to change its exterior or 
interior structure, and, if so, in what manner and 
at what cost; and that he be requested to lay be- 
fore the House a definite and descriptive plan of 


the elevation and dimensions of the Treasury | 


building, as the same, on his approval, is to be 
prosecuted to its completion, with an estimate of 
the whole cost of the building, including any alte- 
rations which, in connection therewith, are to be 
made in the building of the State Department, and 
in the grading of the contiguous street, and the 
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construction of the necessary walls and culverts to 
protect the foundation of the. building, aad render 


the approach thereto, and the occupation thereof, | 


appropriate and convenient. 

Mr. L., asked its present consideration. 

Mr. KEIM objected, because he was opposed to 
renewing the old controversy. on the Treasury 
building at this late period of the session, and also 
because it might have the effect of again throwing 
the workmen out of employment who had been re- 
engaged. E 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
the yeas and nays; but 

Mr. KEIM, on hearing the resolution read again, 
remarked that, as it was merely a call for informa- 
tion, he would withdraw his objection; whereupon, 
the resolution was agrecd to, aos : 

Mr. CARTER made an ineffectual attempt to 
make the bills extending the pension system to 
western warriors the special order for Thursday 


next. 
TEXAS. 


Mr. ADAMS proceeded in his remarks on the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in re- 
lation to the annexation of Texas; and was refer- 
ring to the right of slaves to petition, and the pro- 
ceedings in the House last Congress upon his ten- 
dering a petition of that character, stating that he 
should have no hesitation in presenting a petition 
from a slave, if his memorial was properly couched, 
and on a proper subject, or something to. this 
effect. Mr. A. was proceeding in this line of re- 
mark, when f 

The SPEAKER called him to order, saying that 
the remarks were irrelevant to the subject under 
consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was putting an ex- 
treme case, by way of illustration, which was in 
order. 

The SPEAKER again reminded Mr. A. that he 
was out of order. 

Mr. LEGARE rose, and said he felt compelled 
to call the gentleman from Massachusetts to order; 
and cries of order were heard in varions parts of 
the House. 

Mr. ADAMS called upon the Speaxzr to reduce 
the disorderly words to writing, and appealed from 
the decision of the Cuarr. 

The SPEAKER said the Cram could not be 
called upon to reduce remarks made out of order to 
writing. It had never been known, either by any 
rule, or by parliamentary usage; and if such a 
course could be sustained, it would continually 
bring the Crair into conflict with members, and 
would render it impossible for the House to pro- 
ceed with its business. 

Several members referred to the twenty-third rule 
of the House, which requires that disorderly words 
shall be reduced to writing. 

The SPEAKER said he was perfectly aware of 
that rule, and it applied to cases where one mem- 
ber called another to order for disorderly or person- 
al remarks, and not to the Speaker, when he called 
a member to order for irrelevant remarks, for the 
rule says the Speaker shall call members to order, 
and makes it imperatively his duty. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the rule 
by which the Speaker called him to order, and re- 
fused to reduce the objectionable remarks to writ- 
ing. 

The SPEAKER read the rule requiring thata 
member “shall confine himself to the question un- 
der debate,” and said he had called the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to order for irrelevancy in de- 
bate. Ashe was about to put the question.on the 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, 


Mr. ADAMS again insisted upon having the 
words reduced to writing. 

Cries of “order!” “order!” 

The SPEAKER directed Mr. Apams to take his 


seat. 

Mr. ADAMS continued to hold the floor, and 
persisted in demanding that the words should be 
reduced to writing, and said he would then appeal, 
but he would not appeal from the decision in the 
form in which the Speaxmr:had put it. 

The SPEAKER then-put the question upon the 


appeal; and. the decision. of: the Crair was sustain- 
ed—yeas 115, nays 36, as follows: =< i : 
YEAS—Mesors. Joho W. ‘Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Ather. 
erton, Aycrigg, Banke, Beatty, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bron- 
son, Buchanan, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chap. 
man,: Cheatham, Clowney,’ Contor, Craig, Crary, ` Crockett, 
Cushman, Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Ed- 
wards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, Glagcock, Grant- 
land, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkina, ioe abe 
Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm.: H. Hunter; Ingham, 
Tnomas B. Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph. Johnson, Nathanie} Jones, 
John W., Jones, Keim, Mlngonsuithy egare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Maury, Max- 
well, nears Robert McQlellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Menefee, Miller, Montgomeiy, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Noble, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Penny backer, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, J. H. Pren- 
iss, Randolph, Reily, Reacher, Rives, Rumsey, Charles She- 
ard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, Stratton, 
aliafervo, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
John White, Thomas T: Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jar 
W. Williams, Word, Worthington; ¥en, and Yorke—-115. 
NAYS=~-Messrs, Adams, Borden, Brigas, William B. Cal- 
houn, Carter, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, 
Evans, Bverett, Ewing, R.Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, Grennell, 
Halsted, Hastings, Henry, Lincoln; Sameon Mason, KeKen- 
nan, Mitchell, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Potts, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robinson, Slade, Stanly, Tillinghast, and Elisha 
Whittloaey—36. 


So the decision of the Crair was sustained. by 
the House, and Mr. Apams thus declared to be out 
of order. ` ; ; ` 

Mr. BOON then called for the orders of the day. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, on whose mo- 
tion the resolution to fix the day of. adjournment 
was postponed till Friday next, said that, at the 
request of a number of gentlemen, whom he was 
was willing to accommodate, he would move a re» 
consideration of that vote. From the proceedings 
on the Steamboat bill last night, even under the 
melancholy disasters that had recently occurred, it 
seemed they could get no vote on any subject; and, 
therefore, he thought the sooner the session was 
brought to a.close the better. He then made the 
motion indicated, and asked its consideration at: this 
time, to which no objection was made. 

Mr, CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. CUSHING and Mr. TITUS severally 
made objections, but it was decided to be too late, 
though the Cram suggested the entertaining of the 
objection; but objection was made to it, and, after 
some conversation, . . 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the motion on the 
table; on which, at the call of Mr. WILLIAMS, 
the yeas and nays being ordered, they were—yeas 
64, nays 139. f a E Meh ee 

So the. FIouse refused to lay thé subject:on the 
table; and the question recurring on the motion to 
reconsider, it prevailed: yeas 142, nays 61. : 

The question then recurring back on the original 
motion, to postpone till Friday-— 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to postpone it till Thurs- 
day next. 

The CHATR ruled that the first motion took pre- 
cedence. ; ; ' 

Mr. WILLIAMS then withdrew the original 
motion; and remarked that believing the general 
sense of the House was in favor of the 9th of 
July, though he himself preferred an earlier day, 
and asthe resolution, as modified yesterday, pro- 
posed that day, he demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded without a division, and the 
main question being ordered thereon— l 

Mr. DAVEE asked for the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 145, nays 69. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY asked leave to submit a resolution 
fixing a day for the consideration of the army bill; 
but it was objected to. . l 

Mr. HARLAN also make an appeal to the 
House to devote a short time to the steamboat bill; 
but that was also objected to. lees 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
again went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. CONNOR in the Chair, on 
the above bill. i : 

Mr. KENNEDY continued his remarks in op- 
position to the bill until the House, according to ` 
order, took its daily recess. : 


EVENING SESSION. ; 
The House met pursuant to-the order, and went 
into Committee of the Whole, at half past ‘three 
o’clock, on the hime eae RS 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. KENNEDY was entitled to the floor. __ 
After waiting some time, and there being but a 

few members in their seats, fae < 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the committee rise, 

which motion was decided in the negative without 

a division. ‘ : : 

Some time longer was spent in waiting, when 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved that - 


the committee ris¢; which motion was carried in 
the negative—ayes 14, noes 15, . 

There being no quorum, the committee rose, 
and reported that fact to the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the committee had 
been similarly situated for several days past imme- 
diately after the recess. If the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Kennepy] was not prepared to go 
on, there were others who were desirous of address- 
ing.the committee, who would probably take the 
floor, and prevent the loss of time. 

Mr. CONNOR said he had observed the practice 
to be for the Sezaner to wait a short time till the 


members could come in; and, therefore, he had not 


called the committee to order. 

Mr, CALHOUN of Massachusetts said he had 
yesterday, under similar circumstances, moved that 
the committee rise, with a view to move a call of 
the Fouse.. If the time was to be wasted, and the 
recess was to be extended to two hours, instead of 
an hour and a half, it would be impossible to de- 
spatch the public business; and he thought itt he 
duty of those present to order a call of the Mouse. 

Mr. ‘THOMAS said that it was well understood 
that members would not remain in their scats at 
this warm season of the year to listen to long set 
debates. ‘The speeches would be made, and would 
go forth to the conntry to produce their effect upon 
the minds of the people; and he suggested that, 
when in Committee of the Whole, there should be 
no recess, but that members might go and come, as 
they saw lil, as none would be obliged to stay ex- 
cept such as took part in the debate; and that the 
committee should sit till nine o’elock at night, for 
the purpose of enabling gentlemen to participate in 
the debate, which could then be conducted so as 
not to retard the public business. 

Mr, BRIGGS moved a call of the House, but 
at the suggestion of several others, he withdrew the 
motion, 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the suggestion of the 
genudeman from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] was to 
be considered as the rule of the House. Fle had 
no objection that members might go and come as 
they pleased; but to the proposition to sit till nine 
ocluek this warm weather, he had serious objec- 
tions, : 

On motion, the Mouse again went into commit- 
tee, and ; 

Mr. KENNEDY resumed his remarks in oppo- 
sition fo the bili; and after he had concladed, 

Mr. TOUCEY obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; which motion was nega- 
tived, without a division, 

Mr. T. then proceeded,to address the committee, 
at length; but after some time he gave way to 

Mr. HOPKINS, who moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was carried in the négative. 

Mr. TOUCEY again continued his remarks for 
some time, when he gave way to 

Mr. ROBERTSON, who moved that the committee 
rise; and on taking the vote there were—-ayes 24, 
noes 77. Tellers were then ordered on the call of 
Mr. Hanian, and the vote was~-ayes 38, noes 99: 
so the committee refused to. rise. 

Mr. TOUCEY then continued and concluded his 
remarks. . f 

Mr. THOMPSON obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee at some. length. 

Mr. JENIFER then took the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise: lost. ; 

Mr. POTTER proceeded to address the commit- 
tee at Jength; and after some time, he gave way to 

Mr. PARRIS, who moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was decided in the negative— 
ayes 64, noes 90. 

Mr. POTTER continued his remarks, but again 
gave way to i : 

Mr. DUNCAN, who moved that the committee 
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rise; and the question being. taken by tellers, was 
lost—ayes 63—noes 70. - : 
Mr. POTTER continued 
marks; after which, i 
Mr. RHETT moved that the committee rise; 
which was carried in the affirmative—ayes 85, noes 
84. ` : 


and concluded his re- 


So the commiltee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. BRONSON moved an adjournment, but 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. THOMAS, who moved, by instruction from 


the select committee on the subject of so much of | 


the memorial of F. P. Blair as related to the man- 
ner in which the public printing had been executed, 
that the committee have power to send for persons 
and papers. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. NAYLOR moved to adjourn, but withdrew 
at the request of 

Mr. THOMAS, who moved to suspend the rules 
to allow him to make that motion. 

Before any decision was had upon that motion, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved an ad- 
journment, and called for the yeas and nays upon 
that moion; which, being ordered, were—yeas 102, 
nays 72. 

So the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, June 25, 1838. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. 
Avams and the Crair in reference to the entry on 
the journalof the point of order on Saturday, but 
no motion grew out of it, 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had fixed the 9th proximo 
as the day of adjournment. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion would be 
enterdd, and lie over. 

Mr. HAYNES said he would move to lay the 
motion on the table, if it would be in order. 

The CHAIR replied that no metion for its dis- 
position would be in order, till it was taken up for 
consideration, : 

Mr. HAYNES then moved to consider the mo- 
tion at this time; and, if objected to, he should 
move. a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky propounded an 
inquiry to the Cuar, that if the House should re- 
fuse lo suspend the rales, whether the resolution 
passed on Saturday would not itself be suspended? 

The CHAIR replied that that resolution would, 
as & mater of course, be still pending. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then I move to lay the mo- 
tion on the table. 

‘YVhe CHAIR, for the reason given above, ruled 
the motion out of order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then expressed a hope that 
the House would suspend the rules, and then lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The CHAIR being about to propound the ques- 
tion on suspending the rules to the House. 

Mr. WILLIMS of North Carolina moved a call 
of the FTouse, which was ordersd, and proceeded 
in till 189 members had answered io their names; 
mien, on motion of Mr. Cusuman, it was dispensed 
with. 

The House suspended. the rules—yeas 142, 
nays 52. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky then moved the 
previous question on the motion to reconsider; 
which was seconded, and the main question order- 
ed without a division. 


Mr. CASEY then called for the yeas and nays | 


on the main question; which, being ordered, were, 
yeas 64, nays 135. 
So the House refused to reconsider, and the re- 
solution was sent to the Senate for concurrence, 
Resolutions were then called for in the order of 
States. 


Mr. CUSHMAN presented the following, which 
was rejected: 

Resolved, That the House bill No. 472, to define 
the number, compensation, and duties of officers of 
the customs, and House bill No. 712, making ap- 
propriations for building -light houses, light-boats, 
beacon-lights, buoys, and making surveys for 1838, 
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be made the special order of the day for Thursday, 
the 28th day of June, iñstant.: : aes x 

Mr. ADAMS presented the following: ° . 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be tratismitteq.10 this 
House. ihe newspaper presented to the’ Secretary 
of State of the United. States by the late Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Re- 
public of Texas, with his note of the 12th of Sep- 
tember, 1837, or a copy of the resolutions of 
the House of Representatives of the State 
of Mississippi, to which ‘the said Minister in- 
vites.the attention of the Secretary of State, and al- 
leged in the said note of the Texan Ministe to be 
contained in the said newspaper. 

Mr. A. moved that it be considered at this time. 
Objection being made, he moved a supension. of the 
rules; but the House refused—-yeas 84, nays 108. 

Mr. ROBERTSON submitted the following, 
which were read: : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House on the 
first day of the next session, all thé information 
not heretofore communicated, now in possession of 
the Executive, or which may be procured before 
that time, touching undue attempts or practices, if 


- any, since the 29th May, 1830, to keep down the 


price of the public lands, or prevent purchases or 
entries thereof at public or private sale, by force, 
threats, or fraud, and the measures taken since the 
the date aforesaid,{to prevent, defeat, or'punish such 
fraudulent practices, and illegal entries upon public 
lands. a 7 ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
prepare, and lay before this Efouse on the first day 
of the next session, a statement of all grants and 
donations of public lands, or of the proceeds of sale. 
thereof to the States, by the United States, distin- 
guishing the amount made to each, and the pur- 
poses and considerations what made; and accom- 
panying the said statement with an estimate of the 
amount to which each State would be entitled of 
similar grants and donations, according to the pro- 
portion specified in the several deeds of cession 
from the several States to the United States. 

Secondly, A statement of the whole quantiiy of 
public land now surveyed, and an estimate of the 
quantity unsurveyed; distinguishing each, and 
where situated; and accompanying the same with 
separate plans for dividing the said lands, and the 
proceeds of sales thereof among the States, in the pro- 
portions aforesaid, on such conditions as to the time 
and manner of division and sale, graduation, re- 
duction of price, and reservation of title in the 
United States, and final disposition as may be best 
calculated to effect the objects of this resolution, in 
conformity with the original compacts entered into 
between the several States and the United States 
relating to the said lands. 

Thirdly. A plan for reorganizing the land sys- 
tem, on such principles as will best secure the pub- 
lic against loss from illega] entries, frauds, &c. 
pointing out the defects or advantages of the pre- 
sent system, more particularly in reference to pre- 
emption, and sales at public auction; and, in gene- 
ral, suggesting such alterations as experience may 
have shown to be necessary. 

Mr. R. moved their consideration at this time; 
and, objection being mace, he moved a suspension 
of the rules and asked for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, were—yeas 104, nays 70. Not be- 
ing two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUNJof Massachusetts, 
the resolutions were ordered to be printed. 

F. P. BLAIR'S MEMORIAL. 

Mr. McKAY submitted the foilowing: 

Resolved, That the select committee on the sub- 
ject of so much of the memorialof F, P. Blair es 
related to the manner in which the publie printing 
had been executed, have power to send for persons 
and papers. 

Mr. HARLAN objected to its adoption. . 

Mr. McK AY stated that it was submitted under 
the direction of the committee, who could not per- 
form the duty assigned them without the power 
proposed being given to them, 

Mr. DUNCAN and Mr. RIVES simultaneously 
moved a suspension of the rule, aud those gentle- 
men and Mr. GLASCOCK called for the yeas and 
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nays; which, being ordered—were yeas 121, nays 
51, as follows: 3 

YBAS—~Messrs, Adams, Heman Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bond, Boon, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreéleng, Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Connor, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Custiman, Daw- 
son, Daves, De Graft, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fairfield, Rich’d Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Gallup, James 
Garland, Giascock, Goode, James Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
Gray, Griffin, Haley, Halsted, Hamet, Harrison, Hastings, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Hoffman, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Logan, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 
Abraham McClellaa, McClure, McKennan, Miller, Samuel W., 
Morris, Noble, Noyes; Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, 
Pope, Potts, J. H. Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Rives, Robertson, 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, 
Sibley, Snyder, Spencer, Stone, Tahalferro, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Van- 
derveer, Wagener, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Wiliams, Joseph L. 
Williams, and Worthingion—121. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Biddle, 
Borden, William B. Cathonn, John Calhoon, William B. 
Campbell, John Campbet!. Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, 
Cranston, Darlington, Dz vjes, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Ewing, 
Wm. Graham, Hall, Harien, Hawes, Jenifer, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Patterson, Peck, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rumsey Southgate, Stauly, Stuart, Stratton, Thomp- 
son, Albert 8. White, Johu White, ©. TM. Wiliams, Word, 
and Yorke—61. 


So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that he could not 
vote for the resolution, unless it was so modified 
that the witnesses be named, and subpoenas asked. 
He was opposed to the assumption of power by 
select committcesin administering oaths, without 
special authority by the House, that is, if the 
House had the power to delegate such power. 

Mr. HARLAN moved, as a substitute, to dis- 
charge the Select Committce from the whole sub- 
ject, on the ground that there was not time to go 
into so extended an inquiry as was proposed, from 
the establishment of the “Globe” to the present 
time. ‘The memorialist should have come there at 
the commencement of the session. 

Mr. THOMAS gave the history of Mr. Hor- 
Kins’s resolution, to which this was a substitute, 
stating that the Editor of the Globe had not sent in 
his memorial while that resolution was vader dis- 
cussion, but, finding that it was not likely to be 
reached again, from the awkward manner business 
was transacted, then he petitioned to have his ac- 
counts, and the correctness of his charges for work, 
inquired into. Mr. T. did not anticipate any great 
amount of labor devolving upon the committee, 
for all they proposed doing was to call for complete 
returns of the accounts, and examine a few practi- 
cal printers of the District, in reference to their 
correctness. 

Mr. BOON expressed his astonishment at the 
objection to investigation coming”from the quarter 
it did; a quarter that had been heretofore so loud 
and general in favor of raising committees of in- 
quiry, even where the charges were indefinite, 
Now here was a case where the charges were dis- 
tinct, and the individual named, and yet ilis op- 
posed from that quarter. As for the objection that 
the inquiry would interfere with the business, it 
was too ridiculous to be crammed down, for the 
House could go on as it had before done. Such an 
argument was a mere scarecrow, of no possibile va- 
lidity. It was urged that it was too late in the ses- 
sion for the committee to terminate their labors; if 
that should be the case, that subject would fare no 
worse than all the other unfinished business of the 
session. Mr. B. hoped, when the question was 
taken, it would be taken by yeas and nays, so that 
the American people might see how far gentlemen 
proved consistent to their former course apon the 
subject of raising committees of inquiry into sup- 
posed or charged corruptions. 

Mr. BYNUM said like the honorable member 
from Indiana {Mr.Booy] he had not been a little as- 
tonished at the proposition made by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Elartan,] to discharge the 
committee raised by the House upon this subject 
from its further consideration. After the extraor- 
dinary and frequent alarms that had been made 
of corruption in the different departments of the 
Government, he thought such a motion, at such a 
time, came with a most awkward appearance, and 
aa most questionable shape. 

It was more than singular, that gentlemen should 
stand here continually, and make charges, and cry 
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corruption, corruption, and. when a serious propo- 
sition was made in a specific shape to investigate 
them, with dates and résponsible names atlached 
that they were the very first to oppose them, and 
even to throw every obstacle-in the way of inves- 
tigation that they possibly could. It was a fact that 
the American people should know, to convince 
them of the trué nature of the theusand charges 


of. corruption against the Administration, and to - 
prove that they had been almost invariably made, _ 


‘with no other view than for political effect, and 
to delude and excite the publie mind. ` 
He did not see how such conduct could- be ex- 


culpated before the eyes of a just and intelligent | 


people. Sir, here is a serious charge of corruption 
made against an individual, involving the guilt of a 
proportion of the members of this House. The in- 
dividual has come forward and asked an investiga- 
tion into the charges; and after a wonderful flourish 
of trumpets on the part of the prosecutors, they have 
now come forward to discharge the committee, and 
quash their prosecution, afier they have citcula- 


ted their allegations on ‘the four winds of 
the heavens, on the flimsy pretext of there 
not now having time to notice such stuff, 


and that it is to turn outa mere whitewashing com- 
mittee, to whitewash the character of Francis P. 
Blair. This the gentlemen should have thought of 
before making their charges of corruption against 
this individual, and that portion of the House whose 
guilt is involved in these charges. It is, then, due, 
sir, toa portion of this House that this investiga- 
tion should be prosecuted to itsend. Of the indivi- 
dual whose ciaracter there has been an attempt to 
blast by this charge, he knew bat little—but what 
has taken place with him, as the editor of a public 
journal; and he took this occasion to say, fearlessly, 
although he had been frequently assailed and de- 
nounced with the bitterest epithets upon this floor 
and elsewhere, thal there was not a man at the head 
of so important a press that had ever better sustained 
its character for uth and unflinching integrity, as 
far as had come within his knowledge, than had the 
editor of the Globe. He had often listened with 
the deepest solicitude and interest to the bold 
and daring charges that had been made against 
him of foul corruption and profligacy, and had of- 
ten been led to believe, from the apparent confi- 
dence with which they were made, that there might 
have been some truth contained in them; but up to 
this day, he boldly asserted, hë had not been able to 
sce the first scintille of evidence to establish the 
truth of the first charge that had been brought 
against him of corruption or improper practices, 
nor that impeached, in the least degree, his charac- 
ter for veracity. He had often wished for such a 
committee as had been raised, for the purpose of 
investigation of many of the charges that had so 
frequently been mode here in relation to the acts of 
presses connected with the Government, and sin- 
cerely hoped that the present would be.carried on 
in good faith, that the public might see the merits 
of some of those charges. 

He feared, however, from the. writhing and 
twisting in a certain quarter, that corruptions, if 
any, were about to be placed on other shoulders 
than those of the Editor of the Globe. He feared 
that much, from the sudden changes that had taken 
place in relation to this subject in a certain quarter, 
might result to the implication of others than were 
at first expected. Fe had heard much of certain 
bargains and corruption about the public printing 
of this Congress, which, if true, was black and 
damning, and should be exposed to public view. He 
hoped that the concealment of these facts had not 
wrought this sadden change in gentlemen in relation 
to the subject of investigation of charges of corrup- 
tion, which they have beenso fruitfulin making. Let 
those gentlemen now come up, and back their 
judgment, and test the sincerity of their charges. 
Let us see now who will shrink from carrying out 
their professions of anxiety to expose corruption. 
They are here challenged to carry on their prose- 


cution by the party arraigned, and will they dare to: 


shrink back from it?'I hope not. They cannot do 
it without reflecting much on. the many charges 
that they àre in tbe habit daily of making, and cir- 


| culating from this place of venality and corruption. 


There is much about the public presses, acting 


k 


under ‘the influence of certaininstitutions, that the 
people ought, and. should know, and. there had 
been no occasion more favorable, that had come 
withia his observation, than the present to carry on 
such an ‘investigation, 0 2 5S T R Eri o 

The charge of the circulation of documents and 
speeches by. the officers of. the Government and 

“members of Congress, at the expense of. the. public 
Treasury, is a most serious one, and ought- to be 
met and investigated, ‘The ‘people required it, the 
interest of the whole country demanded, the inves- 
tigation of such a charge when definitely made, 
and. by a responsible ` person.. If true, it was a 
species of corruption: that should not be borne nor 
tolerated for a moment by any party. Hence, 
again, the great necessity of probing to the bottom 
this matter; and’ if the charges are foul and un- 
founded, the public should know it, pariicularly in 
relation to the franking privilege; how farit has been 
abused, and by whom. There were other means, as 
he had understood, of getting documents gratuitously 
furnished to members; that he should also be 
glad to have inquired into, but of which he knew no- 
thing of his own knowledge. . It was but-sheer jus- 
tice to the public that the whole truth in relation to 
these matters should go forth to the people, that 
they might see the character of the engines at work 
to fabricate public opinion, anl from what source 
at last came the means by which this whole ma- 
chinery was put and kept in operation. 

The gentleman from Kentucky had moved to 
discharge the committee and ‘suppress all further 
investigation. ‘This, too, was most singular, cene 
sidering that the honorable member did not balong 
to the committee, and could know but little of their 
ability or means to investigate this subject, during 
this session, nor had he cared even to inquire. Such 
a proposition, he thought, would maeh more appro- 
priately have come from one of the members of the 
committee, who, it might be presumed, knew some- 
thing of the opportunities of carrying oa the in- 
vestigation. 

He hoped the member would think better of his 
course, and withdraw his extraordinary proposition 
to discharge the committee, and that the resolution 
to prosecute the investigation would prevail, and 
leave given them to send for persons and papers, if 
deemed important or necessary to the development 
of the truth in relation to the subject. He should 
certainly vote for the fullest and ‘freest inyestiga- 
gation into this matter, and hoped the House wou!d 
sustain the proposition, and resist every attempt to 
thwart, by indirection, the examination into the 
facts, < $ i 

Mr. HARLAN withdrew his motion to dis- 
charge the committee, and inoved the following: 

“And that the said committee be instructed furth - 
er to inquire and report to this PJouse how and to 
whom the patronage of the Government has been 
paid for printing and for the pnblieation of the laws 
of the United States; what editors of newspapers 
have been deprived of the publication of the laws, 
and the reasons therefor, and the correspondence 
relating to that subject;.and to inquire into all 
abuses, if any, which have arisen under the existing 
laws and regulations upon the subject of the public 
printing and the publication of the laws; and, to this 
end, that the committee have leave to sit during the 
recess of Congress.” . 

Mr. STANLY moved the following amendment 
to the amendment, which Mr.. HARLAN aceeptzd as 
a further modification of his amendinent: 

“And that said committee be further instracted to 
inquire by what authority a large number of extra 

Globes were folded with the Messages which were 
ordered by members in the early part of the session, 
without their knowledge and-consent, and thus 
transmitted at the public: expense; and that they 
also inquire under what arrangement the editor of 
the Globe had the exclusive printing of said Mes- 
sage, and was thus enabled to practise such device.” 

Mr. DUNCAN made “an. earnest appeal tò the 
House, asan act of justice to the memorialist, who 
had been charged there and elséwhere, to adopt the 
original resolution, especially as, without. it, the 
committee could not perforin the duty. askigacd 
them. Hehoped, after all these grave charges had 
been made, that. there was no intention. of shrin':- 
ing from their investigation, by loading it with 
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propositions that had no possible connection. with: 
them; Ifthis gentleman, Mr. Blair, had been: in- 
jured, let him be. redressed; if he}‘or “any of the 
Leads of the Departments, or any of the-officers of. 
the Government, or members ot that House, had 
been guilty of impropriety, let them be all exposed. 
To-test the sense of the House, he moved the ‘pre- 
vious question, -o Spett oDi TROA 

Mr: MITCHELL: moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on. the: tables” : . Links 

Mr. BOON called forthe. yeas and nays, which, 
being ordered, weré~yeas 41; nays 129, as 
OHOWS: i ane hin E 


YEAS- Messrs. ‘Alexander; John W. ‘Allen, Aycri Bs Bell, 


Borden, J, Calhoon, Wm. B: Campbell, Carter, Man, Can’ 
Cranston, Davies, Dennis; Dunn, Ewing, Halstead Harlan, 
Hawes, Heroit, Jenifer; Lingoln, Mallory, James M: Magon, 
Maury; Milligan, Michell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Pat. 
terson, Pope, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Randalph, Ridgway, Rus- 
seil, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley; Southgate, 

ration, Avert S. White, John White, Christopher H. Wil. 


liars, Wise, and Word—47. 

NAYS—Moessys.. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknsil; Biddls, Rirdeall, Bond, Boon, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Bradhead,. Buchanan: Bynum, William B. 
Calhoun, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cheatham, Coles, Comor, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, 
Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry; DeGiaf?, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfeld, R, Metcber, 
l echen Filmore, Paster, Fry. Gallup, James Garland, 

c 


Goode, Janics Graham, Grantang, Graves, Gray, 
Gritha, tlammond, Hamer; Harrison, Hawkias, Haynes, Holt 
mw, Holt. Howard, Hubley, William [I Hunter, Thomas B, 
Jackson, Meaty Johnson, Joseph Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones, 
doha We Jones, Roin Komble, Kennedy, Kilgore, Logan, 
Lyon, Samson Macon, Martin, McKay, Hotere McClellan, 
Abraham. McClellan, MeKennan, Mercer, Miller, Morgan, 
Kamwe W, Morria, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, * Peares, Pounybacker, Potrikin, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pinmer, Poter, Join H., Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rancher, 
Richardson, Rives, John Roberson, Edward Robingon, Saw: 
yer, Shaffer, Augustine I, sheppard, Sheplor, Boyder, Spen- 
cer, Stanly, Stone, Taylor, Thoas, Titus; Toucey, urnoy, 
Underwood, Vail, Vaniderveor, Wagener, Weeks, Lewis Wil 
liar ortod Withama, dure Wy Williams, Joseph L. Wik 
Hains, Worthingon mnl Yeli-120, 5 ; 

The House then seconded the previous question, 
84 to 81, and on ordering the main question. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays, 
whish were granted, and were-—yeas 93, nays 92, 
as follows: yee : 

¥RAS—Messrs, J. We Allen, Anderson, Androtws, Atherton, 
Tonks, Beatty, Hoima; Bleknoly Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, 
Chaney, Fuman Coles, Connor, cary Cyshman, Davee, 
Daten Drangools, Duncan, Edwarda; Partington, Raipfield, 
naa Bieteher, Poner Ey Galing Gascock Grantland, 

niyy Haley, Hammond, Tamer: Towkiog,. Haynes, Holt, 
U, Tubley, Witian Hi Hunter, Chomas R. Jackson 
Niarbantot Fones Joli W, Jones, Keim, Ramble; Logan, 
Tyan, Janes: Me Mason, Marun McKay, Robert McCialtan, 
Abraham Rican, MeClare, Mitler, organ, Bamuel W 
Noble, Owes, Palner Parmanter, Parecia, Paynter, Pott 
va, Plumes, Poter, J. H, Prentis, Reilly, Richard: 
Hor, Bhoplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, 
y; Purney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, 
LW. Wiliams, Worthington and Yell. 

exsra, Adana, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ayèrigg, 
BAR Biddle, Bond, Borden, : Briggs William . B. Calhoun, 
doin, Cathaony Wilian N.: Camphalk Carter, Chambera, 
Choad, Cranston: Créakett, “Cushing, “Dawson, Davies, 
Debezry,, Danaa: Dunn. Bverect, Hwing, Fillmore, Rice 
Gavand, Good, times Graban, Wiliam Graham, Graves, 
Hath Halsted: “Harlan, Tarpor, Tawes, orod, Hopkins, 
Robert MCT: Hanin, Soniter, Henry Johngòn, Konnody, 
bitola “Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, 
Mekonnan, Mendis, Mucor, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvar 
Marra Naylor, Noyes, Oglio, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phib 
lips, Pope, Potts Sergeant S, Peentisa, Rariden, Randalph, 
Raed Rancher, Ridgway, Eatward. Robinson, Ramscy, Rus 
nelly Bae Satyeant,” Avenstiad. Wi Shepperd, Charles 


shop, “Shields Sibley, Southgate, Sanly, Stone, Stratton, 
Tokid; Underwood, Albert’ S White, John White, Lewia 


Morr 


aon fat 
NAVS—M 


Willlame, Sherrod Willinns, Joseph Ls Williams, Christopher 
m. Withama, 


Wort ond XY orkuenG2, wily hoy 

‘The original resolulion: was thow.agreed to with- 
out a division. site Woh ign apne 

Mi. BRIGGS moved, atthe. suggestion of Mr. 
CaMBReLena, that afterthe recess, the House go in- 
to Committee of- the. Whale. on the Indepeudent 
Treasury bill, which was agreed to... 

Oa motion. of Mr FLETCHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inqwre into the necessity of amend- 
ing the laws to prevent frauds on. the revenue. in 
the entry of goods at the .castom-houses. 

Gn-mation of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents-be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of altering 
the law in relation to appeals from the decisions of 
the Commissioner ón Patents. l 

Mr. INGHAM offered. the following: resolution, 
which was read and disagreed tor -> 

Resolved, That Friday next, from-and’ after-the 
honr-of ten: o’closkin-the morning: be, assigned for 
the consideration; in preference to any other busi- 
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ness, of such bills as have been, or may be, report- 
ed by the Committee on Naval Affairs. ar 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and disagreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
be instructed to inquire. into: the expediency of 
granting a township of land to each of the two col- 
leges in the State of New Jersey. ° 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals.be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


causing a survey. tobe made of the river Potomac, . 


from the Navy Yard, on the Eastern branch, in the 
District of Columbia, to the mouth of said river, 
with a view to the removal of the obstructions in 
the navigation thereof by vessels of great draft; and 
that the survey made under the direction ef the De- 
partment of War, of the James river, in Virginia, 
with a view to the improvement of the navigation 
thereof, be committed to the said committee, with 
an instruction to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation therefor. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, 

Resolved, That the claim of Joseph Young for 
property lost in the late war, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims, 

On motion of: Mr. WILLIAMS of North Ca- 
rolina, ares E 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House the correspondence be- 
tween that Department and. Major General. Wins 
field Scott, in relation to the removal of the Choro- - 
kee Indians west of the Mississippi, which has net 
already been communicated, 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed. to lay before this House a statement 
showing the amount of expenditures, exclusive of 
the publie debt, for each year from 1824 to 1838. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That five thousand additional eapies of 
the report aud documents of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the cultivation of the mulberry and 
the sugar beet, be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. LEGARE offered the following joint resolu- 
tion, which was considered. and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a joint committee of five be ap- 
pointed,: to take into consideration, aad report at 
the next session of Congress, pon the expediency 
of so. taking the next census, as to enable and re- 
qnire the commissioners to be appointed for that 
purpose to make as complete collection as possible 
of statistical details in relation to the agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures of the country, and 
of all its other resources and productive powers. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 
the compensation to be allowed to all persons 
engaged as commissioners for’ making Indian trea- 
lies, as agents for superiniending the removal of 
Indians, and for all other services performed, under 
the directions ofthe Secretary of War, in the In- 
dian Barean, not already provided for by law. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House what kind of fands. 
were furnished pension agents in the Sime of Ar: 
kansas, with which to pay the claims of pension- 
ers, distinguishing between the amounts furnished 
in specie and bank notes; and where bank notes 
were furnished, stating the different banks, as far 
as practicable, which issued the notes so furnished, 
and the amounts on each bank. 


Mr. MENIFEE offered the following resolution, 
which was read: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
sembled, That in compliance with the joint resala- 
tions of the Legisiaiure of Kentucky of February 
16th, 1833, the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, directed. 10 cause proper exami- 
nations to -be made, by competent officers, of the 
town of Greenupsburg, and of the most important 
locks and damsnow being erected on the Kentucky, 
Licking, and Green, rivers, with a view to the 
selection of asite for the contemplated: National 
Fouadry on the Western waters; the location of 
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which is hereby: postponed until said examinations 
shall have been made. í 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the resolution 
by adding at the end the following: 

“Also, to examine the waters of the Susquehan- 
nah river for the like purpose. et 

Mr. MENIFEE asked the gentlemen from-Penn- 
sylvania to make his motion more. definite, and 
confine the survey to some particular point on that 
river. aor 
Mr. PETIKIN said it was his purpose to have a 
general survey of that river, and he could net con- 
sent to modify his amendment to meet. the wishes 
of the gentleman. 

The House then took its usual recess till half 
past 3 o’clock. | 

EVENING SESSION. 

The House convened at half{-past three o’elock, 
and went into Commitee of the Whole, Mr. 
Connor in the chair, on the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Garlann of Virginia, to strike out the enact- 
ing clavee, 

Mr. RRETT, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the commillee ai length in support of the 
bill. 

The question was then taken, and the vote was, 
ayes 92, noes 86. j 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee then rose and reported the bill, striking out 
the enacting clause. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky they rose, and 
said he thought. this bill had been discussed long 
enough, and in order, therefore, to bring the House 
toa vote, whether this bill should be rejected or 
not, he demanded the previous question. 

Mr, WISE moved a call of the House, which 
was ordered, and proceeded in. 

The following gentlemen were excused on ge- 
count ef ill health: ; 

Mr. BRUYN, on motion of Mr. GRAY. 

Mr. COFFIN, on motion of Mr. E. WHIT- 
TLESEY. 

Mr. CURTIS, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE. 

Mr. LOOMIS, on motion of Mr. BIRDSALL. 

Mr. MURRAY, on motion of Mr. SOUTH- 
GATE. i i 

The House refnsed to excuse Mr. JACKSON of 
Georgia, Mr. GRANTLAND having made an 
ineffectual motion to that effect. . : 

The CLerk was then directed to make ont a list 
of the absentees, and: furnish to the- officers, in 
order to notify the absent members at their lodgings, 
Several geutiemen suggested that those members in 
attendance in the galleries and lobbies be permitted 
to enter; but others others objecting, the Cuar said 
it could only ke done by nnanimous consent. Pend- 
ing this stage, however, the officers let all in who 
were at the doors on their own responsibility, whose 
names were afterwards disclosed, and among them 
were some of those who had been excused. 

The only members then absent were the follow- 
iog: Messrs. BRUYN, CARTER, JACKSON of 


Georgia, MORGAN, OGLE, and MURRAY. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Keutucky. moved. to. dis- 
pense further with thecat! 

Mr. CONNOR’ asked for the 
which heing ordered, $ 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew his motion; and 

Mr. CHILDS renewed it, as did 

Mr. CONNOR the call for the yeas and nays; 
which were again ordered. ; : 

At this stage, Mr. MURRAY and Mr. MOR- 
GAN came into the hall, leaving then bat four 
absentees, 

The House dispensed with the call—yeas 117, 
nays 104. 

At this stage Mr. CARTER and Mr. OGLE 
appeared, the only alisentees being Mr. BRUYN- 
and Mr. JABEZ JACKSON, 

The question then recurred upon the demand: for 
the previous question, when - ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina appealed to. 
the mover to withdraw it, and permit the question 
to be taken on the distinct propositions. u 

Mr. WILLIAMS declined. : 

The previous question’ was then seconded by 


yeas and nays; 
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more than a majority of the whole House, viz: 
ayes 127. : 

Mr. CUSHMAN then asked for the yeas and 
nays on ordering the main question, but subse- 
quently withdrew the request, aad i 

Mr. BRONSON renewed it; but-they were not 
ordered, and the main question was ordered with- 
out a division. , > . 

The main question, being on-ordering the bill to 
a third reading, was then propounded, and thereon, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 111, 
Lays 125, as follows: 

YHAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks. Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambrefeng, Chaney, Chapman, Cleve 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Craiy, Cushman, Davee, 
DeGratt, Dromgovle, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grant, Gray, Griffin, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hol- 
sey,-Holt, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, Kobert McClellan, Abraham 
McCiellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, John TI Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wa- 
ganer, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T, Whiitlesey, Jared W. Wil- 
Jiangs Worthington. and Yeil—11L.- ` 

NAYS-—Mesers. Aciams, Alexander, Heman Alien, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bel!, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. 
Calhoun, Joha Calhoon, William B. Campbell, John Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casoy, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, 
Cofin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darling- 
ton, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, 
Fiveret, wing, Richard Fletcher, Fittmore, Foster, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William Gra- 


ham, Grantiand, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harian, i 


Harper, Jastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hofman, Hopkins, 
Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W.-C. Johnsen, Kennedy, Kilgore, 
Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, Malluiy, Marvin, James M. Mason, 
Samson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McJCennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Mortis, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, 
Potts, 8.5. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridg- 
wily, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Angus- 
tine H. 8 perd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Boutharta Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Promp: 
son, Tilinghast, Toland, Underwood, Vandervecr, Albert 8. 
White, John White, Misha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sker- 
rod Wiltiams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, 
Wise, Word, and Yorke—125, | 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. FOSTER. of New York, who had voted with 
the majority, gave notice of a motion to reconsider; 
and then, on motion, at a quarter before 8 o'clock, 


The Fiouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Mowpay, Jane 25, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
he Secretary of War, transmitting a report from 
he Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in compliance 
with the resolution of the 13th instant, relative to 
an exchange of certain lands with the Pottawatamie 
Indians. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed, 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 


the Treasury Department, transmitting, in compli- | 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, a detailed | 
statement of the accounts of such of the collectors | 


and receivers of public moneys and disbursing 


agents who have been reported as defaulters: laid | 


on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McKEAN presented three memorials from | 


sundry citizens of Pennsylvania—-one against the 
late Cherekee treaty, and oneagainst the admission 
of Texas into the Union; which were laid on the 
table: and one praying for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, the question 
of receiving which was laid on the table. 


Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, introduced a bill for | 


the relief of Joseph K. Avery; whica was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented six memorials 
from sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, similar to 
several others lately presented by him, asking for 
the passage of the Independent Treasury bill, and 
opposed to the establishment of a National Bank: 
laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented certain additional docu- 
ments in support of the claim of Catharine White; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORRIS also presented a memorial from 


sundry citizens of Ohio, remonstrating against the 
Cherokee treaty; which was laid on the table. ` 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the petition of William 
Fry, reported a bill to allow him to import, free of 
duty, an iron steamboat, suited to the navigation 


_ of rivers; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the’ resolution 
of the Senate directing them:to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of allowing vessels to store: their cargoes, 
which had been ordered off by the blockading 
squadron when bound to ports in Mexico, reported 
a bill to that effect; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. i 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had. been referred the 
bill from the House making, temporary ‘provision 
for the comfort and support of the lunatics of the 
said District, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported, without amendment, several bills that 
had been referred to that committee. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, by Mr. FRANKLIN, their Clerk, with 
a joint resolution fixing the day of adjournment of 
the present session of Cengress being the 9th of 
July next; and 

„On notion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, it was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
equitable commissions to the agents or attorneys of 
persons to whom allowances have been made un- 
der treaties of indemnity with foreign nations, 
when, in consequence of an indebtedness to the 
United States on the part of the claimant, the mo- 
ney has been retained by the Government, and the 
agent, as attorney of the claimant, has not been 
paid for his services in prosecuting the claim be- 
fore the commission. 

. Mr. CLAY rose for the purpose of calling the 
attention the Senate to a resolution offered by Mr. 
Hussar and agreed to by the Sesate some days 
ago, requiring that the original papers on private 
claims should not be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, but allowing copies of them to be pro- 
cnred by the claimants on paying such compensa- 
tion as is allowed for similar services in the State 
Department of the Government. Mr. C. argued 
that the portion of the resolution authorizing pay 
for copies of the papers was unconstitutional, inas- 
much as it wasin the natureof a tax, which the 
Senate had not the constitutional power to origi- 
nate, and much less to lay, without the concur- 
rence of the other House. Mr.C. therefore moved 
to rescind that portion of the resolution, including 
also that part which allowed copies to be obtained 
by the claimants. 

Mr. HUBBARD had not examined with eritical 
precision the constitutionality of the mater. AH 
the object he had in view was the furtherance of 
justice to individuals, and the security of the United 
States. The experience which every Senator had 
in relation to the claims made by individuals mast 
convince the Senate of the propriety of adopting 
some such measure. He had no great objection, 
if the Senate saw fil, to have copies of the papers 
given to the individuals at the expense of the 
United States. 


Mr. DAVIS thought he saw great propriety in 
retaining the original papers on the files of the 
Senate. It was due, as the Senator from New 
Hampshire had very jasily observed, for the security 
of the Government. Ie did not view it in the 
same light as the Senator from Kentucky, asa 
tax, but as a mere office regniation. He was 
persuaded, from what little experience he had, that 
the Goverament had already been subjected to 
losses, by the habit which claimants had got into 
of withdrawing their papers. 


Mr. CLAY still denied the power of the Senate 


to enforce such a rule. without it was done by the 
concurrent legislation of both hcuses. He there- 


) fore hoped the rule would. be “rescinded, at least 
` so far as related to the charge imposed. 


- Mr. KING said great injury: would be likely to 


‘result to.the Government from the withdrawing of 


the papers of individual claimants. .. There were 
cases on which all the testimony of : which reports 
were founded, were no longer to be found on the 
files of the office. - The papers were withdrawn, 
and the cases gradually improved, (for ten or fif- 


} teen years, in some instances,) until all the origi- 


nal evidence was lost sight of. Mr. K. said’ he 
was glad to find the Senator. from Kentucky had 
suddenly become so strict a constractionist. He, 
[Mr. K.] however, did not Jook on the subject in 
the light of a tax. The clause of the Constitution 
on which the Senator relied to sustain him, did not 
bear him out. ‘Mr. K. expressed a wish that the 
section might be retained. i 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senator from Kentucky 
would move tostrike out the whole of the sectiou, 
and if that Senator would not do so, he [Mr. S] 
would. Mr. S. thought the reports, which were 
always in cases of any importance, were sufficient 
evidence at least for landmarks to guide them in 
their researches. If individuals chose to withdraw 
their papers, Jet them do so. - i 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would ask the yeas 
and nays on the question, He saw no’ in- 
jury likely to result, and was satisfied it would 
be attended with much good. As to the report 
which had been referred to by the Senator from 
Alabama, there were some case where there was 
no evidence to sustain the written reports. 

After some further remarks from Mr. NOR- 
VELL, BAYARD, and others, the question was 
taken on Mr. CLAY’S motion, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 20, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggies, Sevier, Smith 
of Judiana, Southard, Spence, Sirange, Tallmadge, 
Trotter, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bachanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Davis, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Swift, Wall, Williams and Wright—19. 

Mr. SEVIER then made his motion to rescind the 
whole rule; on which motion the debate was further 
continued by, Messrs. NORVELL, MORRIS, 
MERRICK, BAYARD, and others; when the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and lost—yeas 
12, nays 26. ' . : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Crit- 
tenden, Merrick, Norvell, Robinson, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, and Young—12, 

NAYS--Messrs, Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Monton, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Sinith of Indiana, Spence, Wall, Webster, 
Williams, and Wright—26. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said there was a resolution 
from the other House, fixing the day of adjourn- 
ment, which he was anxious should be at once 
acted on. : 

Mr. WRIGTIT said it was generally understood 
that it was to be acted upon to-morrow, and with 
that understanding several Senators who were then 
in their seats were now absent. He thought, there- 
fore, it would be better to let it Hie over until that 
period. 3 

Mr, BUCHANAN had no desire to take advan- 
tage of the absence of Senators, but was desirous 
that the question might be prompily acted on. 
Congress had now been in session, with an inter- 
val of six weeks, ever since September. Ele was 
opposed to perpetual parliaments; and asthe House 
had taken the lead in fixing the day, he was for 
concuring at once, as that would have a tendency 
to set Congress to work in good earnest; and until 
the time was fixed, our experience showed us that 
we would go on discussing subjects from day to 
day, without bringing them to any practical 
result. Wherever he went he was asked, 
“Why don’t you finish your business, and ad- 
journ.” He would agree, under the cireumstan- 
ces, that the subject should lie over; but gaye no- 
tice that he should call it up to-morrow, after the 


reading‘of the journal and the morning business 
was dispensed with: | ee 

Mr. RUGGLES, from. the Committee on Pa- 
tents, to whom: was referred the various petitions 
in relation to the passage of-an ‘international, copy- 
right bill, made an: unfavorable report; which was 
laid on. the table, and ordered to be printed.. 

“Mr. YOUNG said he was not in his seat when 
the communication from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was read this morning; and as it was a docu- 
ment of great interest, he would move for the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies. 

Mr. MORRIS oppcsed the printing as unneces 
sary. The usual number had been ordered, which 
he thought would be sufficient for all the uses of 
Congress; and he thought it time to check this ex- 
penditure. of printing documents. - 

Mr. YOUNG replied atlength, urging the absolute 
necessity of the printing. “It was not for Congress 
that.this document was wanted; it was to do an act 
of ‘justice to. individuals who had- been . injured 
from the circumstance of being reported as public 
defaulters, when, in fact; they were not so, The 
document in question gave the reasons why persons 
had been so reported, and it was due to the indivi- 
duals that they should be justified in the public 
opinion. Mr.. Y. instanced cases where, to his 
knowledge, persons had been represented as de- 
faulters. to the ‘Treasury long after the- money had 
been paid, but from some informality, had- not 
been credited on the books. E EE A i 

Mr. LINN alluded to the last war, where there 
were many cases of a like nature; and he would be 
very glad to give his vote to print an extra number 
in order that all injurious impressions in relation 
to individuals might be removed. 

Mr. MORRIS contended that no man was a re- 
corded defaulter who was notso in fact, or from 
inattention and informality in the settlement of his 
accounts. Mr. M. said our public officers were 
not so corrupt, nor so inattentive to their public du- 
ties, as to record any man a defanlter, when there 
was nothing to justify it. Ifthere were such, he, 
for one, would.go;for their removal. . But the fault 
was on the part-of those whose business it was to 
render their accounts in ‘proper form and ‘in due 
time; and the thanks ofthe, country were due to 
those faithful ‘public servants who made these re- 
turns HRSS ! 

Mr. YOUNG replied, still maintaining the ne- 
cessity of the document going forth to the world. 
If there were gentlemen who thought that five thou- 
sand was an extravagant number, he would so mo- 
dify his motion as to reduce it to two thousand 
extra. 

The question on this:motion was taken, and the 
printing ordered—ayes 21, noes not counted. 

The. bill for-the benefit of the Alabama, Florida; 
and Georgia Railroad Company having been read 
a third time, and on the question, shall this bill 
pass? . d i 
. Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he should ask for 
the yeas and nays.. He desired to be understood as 
having no objection to the passage of the bill. 
On the contrary, he meant to give it his ‘vote, 
but as this bill was very liberal in its principles, 
he was desirous that the. record of those sustaining 
it should be seen. , l j ; 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were-—yeas 28, 
nays.6, as follows: >; > ` : 

YEAS--Messrs: Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn; Clay of Alabama, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Lina, Lumpkin, Lyon; Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Preston, Roane;.Robbins, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, Trotter, “Wall, Webster, White, and 
Young—28. ; 
` NAYS-——Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Pierce, Preu- 
tiss, Ruggles and Swift—6. E a 
“The following bills were then read a third time 
and.passéd. -— 

The bill for the benefit ‘of Charles Cofin. 

“The bill granting a pension to’ Seth Whitney, of 
the county of Delaware, State-of New York. 
~ “Phe bill granting a pension to Catharine Rollins, 
otherwise called ‘Catharine Mosely. 

. The bill granting a pension to Thomas West, of 
the State of Alabama, <- eee 
-T'he bill granting a ‘pension to Frederick Hill, 
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The bill for the relief of James McCarlan. 

The bill granting a pension to Robert Casey. 

The bill-for the relief of Leonard Loomis. — 

The bill for the relief of Juan Pelgar. 

An act directing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to ascertain the quantity of land 


covered by grants made to Anthony Shane and to. 


Louis Godfroy, in section 16, township 4 south, 
range 2 east, in Lima district, and its value. 
An act to amend.an act entitled, “An act for the 


relief. of Raphael Paine and Elias Arnold,” ap- - 


proved March 2, 1833, 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

The bill granting to the legal representatives of 
John Smith T. the right of pre-emption. 

The bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish 
of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of the United States in a tract of land. 


The bill for the relief of Laurent Millaudon, of 
New Orleans. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. Jones. 

The bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

The bill for the relief of Dennis Trammell. 

The bill for the relief of William Berry. 

The bill granting a pension to David Waller. 

The bill for paying certain pensioners at Tusca- 
loosa, inthe State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of William Cooley.. 

The bill for the relief-of William Posey. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin. 

The bill for the relief-of John S. Billings. 

The bill for the relief of Eli Eastman. 

The bill granting a pension jo -Bradley Drew 
Gipson. i ; 

The bill granting a pensioa to Neil McNeal. 

The bill for the relief of Amos Thompson. 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Ketchur. 

The bill for the relief of Simeon Smith, of the 
State of New Hamdshire. 

The bill granting a pension to Frederick Hill. 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Dennison. 

The bill for the relief of Anna West, of the 
State of Massachusetts. 

The bill for the relief of Josiah Clark. 

The following bills were’ severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the 
other heirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased. 

The bill to authorize the issuing of patents to the 
last bena fide transferree of reservations under the 
treaty between the United States and the Creek 
tribe of Indians, which was concluded on the 24th 
ef March, 1832. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and John Hil, Elizabeth, Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs at Jaw of Samuel Hill, 
deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Jane A. Fleming. 

The bill for the relief of John Hollingsworth. 

The bill for the relief of William James Aarons. 

The. bill for the relief of William Walker. 

The bill for the relief of Joel Chandler. 

The bill for the relief of James A. Williams. 

The bill for the reliefof the legal representatives 
of Philip Barbour. 

The bill for the retief of the heirs of Benjamin 
King and Alvarez Fisk; and the legal representa- 
tives of Moses P. Eskridge. 


The bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 

The bill to.authorize the inhabitants of towr- 
ship 8 north, range 32 west, in the State of Arkan- 
sas, to enter a section of land in lien of the 16th 
section, in said township, upon condition that the 
same is surrendered to the. United States for milita- 
ry purposes. i 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of James La- 
tham, deceased: laid on the table. 


The bill to confirm claims to lands between the 
Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

The billto grant to Cherokee county, Alabama, 
the tract of land on which the seat of justice of said 
county is located. i 

The bill for the relief of James Barrett. i 

The bill to confirm certain land. claims in- the 
Washita Land District, in the State of Louisiana. 
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The bill to confirm the ‘sale of certain reserva- 
tions of land: laid-on the table. - ; , 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the Senate took up the 
bill to establish a Surveyor General’s office fer the 
State of Michigan. Ris Coe 
_ Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered: an amendment 
as a substitute for the one offered ‘the other day by 
Mr. Prentiss, which provides forthe disconti- 
nuance of the Surveyor General’s office in each 
and every State where located; as soon as the, sur- 
veys and records are completed; and the records 
filled, notes etc. are to be delivered over to the State- 
‘authorities, i ' 

This amendment being accepted by Mr. PREN- 
TISS, ~ 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana; the 
amendment was ordered to be printed, and the bill 
was postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, ———— next. f 

The Senate then wentinto Executive session, 
and soon after, ` 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE, 
Turspay, June 26, 1833. 

Mr. STONE, on leave, submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resalved, Thatthe Committee on Military 
ed toinquire intothe expediency of iner 2 
lunteers or drafted militia men whe are y hereafter 
called into the service of the United States. Aiso, those who are, 
or may-hereafter. be. employed by the Ceneral Government, 
for the purpose of removing the Ciserokees outof the States of 
Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Alabama, and settling 
them west of the Mississippi, as well as those volunteers’ “ho 
have just returned home from Floridé, or, who may hereaiter 
be received into the service of the United States for either of the 
foregoing purposes, é 

Mr. JOLINSON of Louisiana submitted the following, which 
was agreed to: S . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the fees allowed by 
law to the Clerks, Marshals, andjDistrict Attorneys ofthe United 
States courts for the State of Louisiana, so as to correspond 
with the fees allowed for similar services in the State courts of 
the said State. : 

Mr. MARTIN, on leave, laid on the table an amendment he 
gave notice he should submit to the “bill providing for the 
reduction and graduation of the price of the public lands:"? 
and it wes ordered to be priate), 

Mr. ROBERTSON asked Jeave to submit the following reso- 
lution, with a view to make it the special order forsome early 


ay: 

Resolved by the Senate and Ifouse of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, iat 
the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to take such wen- 
sures ashe may deem necessary: 

First, To cause, as soon as may be, all payments of public 
dues, of every description, and without discrimination, to be 
made hereafter in the current coin of the United States, or 
Treasury. notes, or. the. notes of banks situated in the State, 
Territory, or District wherein such dues. are. receivable, and 
whose notes are payable and paid on demandin such current 
coin. ` 

Secondly. To cause all public money, as early as practica- 
ble after it shall be received, to be placed in the State banks, 
preferring always, when such can be had, those which are de- 
positories of the State, Territory, or District wherein situated, 
on condition that they will agree, for reasonable compensa- 
tion, not exceeding one eighth of one per cent. to receive the 
same on special deposite, not to be uscd by them as a basis 
or fund for discounts or otherwise, nor mingled with other 
funds; to keep and render accounts, give receipts or certifi- 
catea, permit inspections and examinations, make pey ments 
and transfers, and give collateral security for the safe keeping 
thereof in such manner ag may be required by Khe Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, or by the iaws of the United States: Pro 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
compel such transfers atthe expense of the bank, nor to au- 
thorize transfers, in any case, except where the public ser- 
vice, or the safety of the funds, may render them necessary. 

Thirdly, To cause all notes of banks remaining on d2posite 
at the end of every two months tó be converted iato the legal 
cain of the United States, and be continued. ox roplaced inde- 
posite as aforesaid, and 10. be drawn for and used, so far as the 
public convenience or necessities wil admit, in preference to 
all subsequently accruing revenue. : . 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected, for he said he could never con. 
sentto leta matter get in atthe window that ought to enter by 
the door. 

Mr ROBERTSON moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked for Wie yeas and nays; which being ordered—were yeas, 
70, nays 123, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, John W. Aden, Aycrigg, 
Briggs, Jokn Cathoon, William B. Campbell, John Camp 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Crockett, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Isaac 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Grantlend, Gray, Halsted, 
Ifarlan, Harper, Hawes, Hoffman, Mopkins, Jenifer, Wenry 
Johnson, Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, James MM. Mason, 
Samson Mason, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Pearce, Pope, Sergeant 
S.. Prentiss, Rariden, Randoiph, Rencher, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sergeant, Augustine If. Shepperd, Sibley, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Taliaferro, Thompson, Toiand, John 
White, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word; and Yorke-—70, 

NAYS—Messis. Alexander, Heman Allen, Anderson, An» 
drews, Atherton, Banks; Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, 
Birdsall, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, 
William. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chap. 
man, Clark, Coles, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, 


- Davee, De Graff, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Farrington, Fair- 


field, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Glascock, Goode, James Gra- 
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ham, William Graham, Gr aves, Grennell, Hall, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, 
Howard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson 
Joseph Johnson, Nath. Jones, John W, Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbeter, Logan, Marvin, Manin, 
Maury, Maxwell, McKay, Rebert McClellan, Abraham McCle!}- 
lan, McClure, Miller, Noble, Gweus, Parker, ‘Parmenter, Pariis, 
Patterson, Paynter, Peck, Peanybacker, Petrikia, Phelns, Phil- 
lps, Pickens, Plutner, Potts, Potter, Pratt, John H., Prentiss, 
Reed, Reily, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Sheffer, 
Shields, Shepior, Slade, Snyder, Spencer, Stratton, Thomas, 
Tillinghast, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Albert S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—123, 

Ro the House refused to suspend the rules. 

(Mr. Garnanp of Virginia, who was ont of his seat, when 
his name was called, asked leave to record his vote in the 
affirmative, as he was warmly in favor of the proposition, but 
the request was refused. 2 

Mr, DromMsoo.s asked a similar indulgence to record his vote 
in the negative, but it was also objected to.] 

TEXAS. 

Mr. ADAMS then resumed his remarks on the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs on the annexation of Texas, un- 
der the motion to recosmmit with instructions, G 


Mi. A. proceeded to comment upon ihe decision of the House 


lest Saturday in declaring him out of order, and was drawing a 
parallel between that decision and what was cated Mr. Patton’s 
gag resolution, when the CHAIR again-interposed; and Mr, A. 
then went on to review the history of the manner in which the 
Texas question had beeu brought before the House, by petitions 
and memori: The first was one presented by himself, from 
certain women of Plymouth, Massachusetts, which he read, 
and then refered to several others, signed by women, defending 
with great earnestness, the vight of women to peidon. With 
oui concluding, Mr. A. g ay to the orders of the day. 
INDEPENDENT TREABURY. 

Mr FOSTER then moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
Bab- Preasuiy bill was rejected 

The CHAIR said it would come up after the bills for refer- 
ence were disposed of. 

Me. YELL gave notice that he should move to lay that mo- 
tion on the tabie, if succeeded in. £ 

Mr. FOSTER then called np his motion at the present time, 
to which no objection was made, 

Mr. F. remarked that he did not rise for the purpose 
of inflicting a speech upon: the House in relation to the subject 
which had so long occupied the time and attention of both 
Houses of Congress, ree he hadno duubt that each mem- 
ber had fully formed his opinion on the whoie subject, and be- 
eause the time of the House was too precious to be wasted by 
farther di sion, ee 

Jie desired merely to state the object which he had in view in 
ng the moion to reconsider, so that his vote already given 
against the eugrossment, and the one whieh he was about to 
give, might not be the suliject of misconstruction; and even this 
he would not now do, had an opportunity for explanation oc 
curred yesterday. 

Ho would say that the vote which he yesterday gave was a 
deliberate one; and he desired to be understood that his motion 
t reconsider was not mace in consequence ofany change ofhis 
opinion, but simply chat he might have an opportunity now 
Gand which the previons question yesterday prevented) to move 
an amendment to the bill, to make it conform substantially to 
the provisious of the bill upon tle sime subject which passed 
the Senate some months since. Such an amendment would 
make the biil accoptabie to him. But even though such an 
amendment should uot be adopted, it was still important that the 
vote should be reconsidered, in order that some other measure 
for the collection, safe keeping, and disbursement of the publie 
reveiue might be adopted. À 

Me, BRIGGS then rose, and said that, believing the impor- 
tant public business before the House required that they 
should proceed at once lo its consiteration, and that the coun- 
vy dil desire this question should be set at rest, he moved to 
tay the motion to recansid.: on the table, but withdrew it at the 
reqiust of 

i, MALLORY said he did not rise to enter into the merits 
of the question yestorday Jucided by the House, and now pur 
posed to be recousideres:, Hus obiest was simply to expiain his 
own position, and the reason which iwtused him to vote against 
the bul Me would take ‘oecasion to declare, in the fa fhe 
House and the nation, that he heartily approved the principle 
of divorcing the public moncy from the Danks of the country, 
and believed that the people of his district, and the State gene- 
rally, would ultimately decide In favor of that doctrine: But 
having reason to believe that a majority of those whom he had 
the honor otrepresenting, were at this time opposed to the par- 
sular measure und ration, and no epportunity of per- 

ing its detalis being afforded, be felt virtually instructed to 
carry out their sentiments, aud had voted accordingly, Think- 
ing thatno good could result from entertaining the proposition 
of the gentleman from New York, to reconsider the Yote of yes- 
turday, with a view of testing the sense.ofthe House on the Se- 
nates Lil, he should vote against the motion. Mr. M, said he 
would content. himself with this brief exposition of the motives 
which hed infiuenced hisaction on this subiect as the approach- 
ioy adjournment of Congress would furnish him withan oppor- 
tunity of fully explaining his sentiments on this question to 
those to whom he was alone responsible for his conduct on this 
floor. Me. M.stated itto be his intention to discuss this ques- 
tion before the people, en his mturn home, and he ha 
doubt the id sustain his opinio tenable him, at s 
furnye da e more in accordance with those opinions 
he had de jay 
WEISE requested the motion again to be withdrawn, as he 
wished to state why he should be compelled to vote against lay- 
ing the motion on the table. Before the request was responded 
to— 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, made this inquiry of the SPEAKER: 
Whether, ifthe motion to lay on the table should prevail, the bil] 
would not cohere with it, and be subject to be taken up at any 
time during the present session? 

The CHAIR replied tbat it would at any period when sucha 
motion was in order, 

Mr. MASON hoped then the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would withdraw his motion, and suffer the House tocome to a 
direet vote by means of the previous question, or some ether 
mode, 


y 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


M TLLIAMS of Ke: the gentleman. would do 
so, he would instantly move the previous question. : 
The motion was accordingly ‘withdraws, and Mr. W. de- 
manded the previous question. - BIRS d : 
Air. HARLAN and Mr. SLADE simultaneously moved a'call 
orf the Houss; which was ordered, and proceeded in till 231 
membeys were ascertained to be present, when, on motion of 
Mr, CUSHMAN it was dispensed. . . 

Mr. THOMAS appealed to the gentleman from Kentucky to 
withdraw the motion for the previous question, that he might 
make a very brief explanation of the reasons which would go- 
vern the vote.he was about to give. 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew the motion, on condition that Mr. 
THOMAS would renew it. i 

Mr. THOMAS said that he had not participated in the debate 
on the bill it was now proposed to reconsider. He had proposed 
to do so; but it was new too late, as the House had ordered that 
the main question shouldbe put on the bill, and it had been: re- 
jected. He was in favor of the bill, but he would now vote 
against the motion to reconsider. That his motives for this 
might not be misconstrued, he desired to explain. 

This House is divided. into two great parties, one of whom 
supports, and the other is opposed to the Administration. ‘The 
great majority of the friends of the Administration, one hun- 
dred and eleven in number, have voted for the bill which has 
been rejected, About an equal number of the same party 
voted heretofore against the motion to lay on the table the biil 
from the Senate for the establishment of an Independent Trea- 
sury. ‘Twelve or thirteen members of the House of the party 
friendly to the Administration, uniting with the Opposition, 
have laid upon the table the bill from the Senate, and have re- 
jected the bill of this House. 

The first measure contemplated the receipt of the notes of 
specie paying banks; the latter has in it what is familiarly 
culled the specie clause. The sense of the House has been as- 
cerlained to-day on the proposition to mike special deposites of 
the public money in the banks, and butseventy membets have 
voted to permit such a measure even to be entertained; a 
majority of whom, we all know, although willing to entertain 
that proposition, are hosiile to the wholescheme. Under these 
circumstances, what advantage can be gained by a vote to re- 
consider the bill that has been rejected? The vast majority of 
the Republican party will vore for no bill that does not autho- 
vize the public officers to manage the public money indepen- 
dently of the State banks. 
eolumn against any such measure, and with twelve or thirteen 
separated on this question from our ranks, they are found to be 
a inajority, It isfmanifest, therefore, that nothing can be gained 
by reconsidering. 

We are rapidly approaching the close of the session. We 
have much important business te transact, and no time to be 
consumed in idle debate.. On this great question of a consti- 
tutional Independent Tresury we must go to the country; we 
must appeal to the people. Let them decide, through their 
agents, how, and by whom ‘the Treasury Department is to be 
administered. Neither he, nor those with whom he was act- 
ing, had cause to dread the issue. 

Mr. SERGEANT was proceeding to say that he should vote 
against the reconsideration, when the Cuain reminded him 
that the previous question precluded debate, a 

‘The demand for the previous question was then seconded 
without a division, and the main question similarly ordered 
thereon; the yeas and nays were granted at the request of Mr. 
BRONSON, and they were---yeas 2], nays 205, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Boon, Bronson, John Campbell, Chaney, 
Davee, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, Grant, Gray. Vay kins, Kein, 
Kemble, McClellan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Parker, 
Parmenter, Snyder, and Tayloy—21. 

NAYS—Moesars. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beauy, Beire, 
Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bord, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Buchanan, Bynum, William B Calhoun, John Calhoon, 
Cambdreleng, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Coffin, Coles; Cormor, 
Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Crocket, Curtis, Cushing, Cust. 
man, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Farrington, Richard Fietcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Fry, . James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Goode, 
dames Graham, William Graham, Grantlend, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harcison, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haynes, Henry, Herod, 
Votman, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Robert M. 1 Thinter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jenifer. IH. Jotinson. J, Johnson, 
Wiliam Cost Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Klingenemith, Legare, Leacbeter, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Logan, Lyon, Marvin, James M. Mason, Ran Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, McClure, 
McKennan, Menefec, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Moore, 
Mathias Mortis, Samuel W, Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, P. aerson, Psy iter, 
Pearce, Peck, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Phiiiips, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Potts, Potter, Pratt, John H. Pren- 
tiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randoiph, Reed, Reily, 
Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Sheffer; A. M. 
Shepperd, Charles Sicpard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, St 
Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Sinart, Stone, Stratton. ‘Tata. 
ferro, Thomas, Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderves arenen, 
Webster. Weeks, Albert S, White, John Whi: ra Whit- 
tes Thomas 'T. Whitt Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Jos. L. Williams, Christopher 
IL Wiliams, Wise, Word; Worthington, Yell, and Yorke—205. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS. 

Mr. BOULDIN rose, and seid he had been waiting for seve- 
ral days with the most perfect confidence in the justice of the 
Tlouse, for a favorable moment, when ke should find himself 
and the House in a good humor to make a motion to the House 
to pay the time that they took from him, which was devoted to 
the business of the District of Columbia. They had ziven him 
but half a day, and had taken laif of that from him; and he 
had no doubt that at some suitable ume, they would revurn tu 
lim that time. Short as it was, he asked no more, and would 
ask the House to give the district business the balance of the 
evening, after the recess. He did not suppose it would take 
the whole evenmg. There were but few bills or matters of any 
kind on the District, and he had no idea they would take up 
much of the time of the House; he would not occupy the even- 
ing, unless other gentlemen compelled him, and said he would 


The Opposition go almost in solid. 


 busement of the 
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bill which was of the’ greatest importance tô the people of 
Arkansas and the whole Western frontier, EOE ; 


Mr., N & suspension. of. ‘the 
ried his motion so as to make th 


bject th Mid aoe tes 
e subject the special order for 
to-morrow, after 12 o'clock: |: ject the. BS 


Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, were, yeas 94; nays 110, F 

‘So the- House refnsed.to suspend the rules. ee 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, covering a report of the 
architectural plane and drawings prepared uneer the order and 
for the use of that Department, since the 4th of July, 1886, he 
were employed for that purpose, and what compensation as 
paid for their rervices, p x 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings. Se eae A 

SPECIAL DEPOSITE SYSTEM, 
; Mr. TILOMPSON asked leave to submit, the following reso. 
ution: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill for the collectisn, eafe-keeping, and dis» 
l public money, embodying the following princi- 
es: ‘ ý 
R ‘That all the dues io the Government shall hereafter be eoHect+ 
ed in gold and silver coin, Treasury notes of the United States, 
theand notes of sound specie-paying banks, under suck regula- 
tions and restrictions as may be prescribed by act of Congress, 
or by the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, That no bank 
notes shall be received as aforesaid, except such as the banks of 
dieposite shall agree to receive, and credit as cash, Sr 

‘That the Secretary of the Tréasury be directed to select as 
special depositories of the public funds, and at such places as 
may be necessary, sound specie-paying banks, preferring, in. all 
cases where such exist, banks owned in whole orin part by the 
States in which the kame ate situated. ` fess 4 ‘ 

That. the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to contract 
with the banks selected as depositories aforesaid, for the safe. 
keeping, transfer, and. disbursement of the public moneys, on 
such terms and for such: compensation as he may deem right 
and proper; stipulating, in all Gases, under such firarantees aa 
he may think necessary, the public. funds deposited with said 
banks shall be in no. case uséd in the business, nor’ otherwise 
used, but in payment of drafts from the Treasury, ° at 

Objection being made to its reception, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a 
asked for the yeas and nays. 3 : 

. The House’ refused to order the yeas an nays upon a'divi- 
sion, and the motion to suspend was rejected without-a divi-’ 
sion, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, on leave, presented to the House a 
letter from the Postmaster General, in relation to the post route 
bill; which was ordered to be printed. t 

Some pension bills, returned from the Senate with amend- 
merts, were taken up, and the amendments concurred in 

Sundry bills from the Senate, lying on the Speannr’s table, 
were taken up, read twice, and referred to their appropriate 
standing committees, i 

Mr. SERGEANT then moved that the House go inte Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Union. 

Mr, THOMAS suggested that the motion be waived till after 
the recess, i $ 

Mr. SERGEANT did not apprehend the “Harbor bill, whieh 

ip much time, and he could 


suapension of the rules, and 


he intended to move, would take up 

not consent to withdraw the motion. a 
The motion prevailed, without a divielon, and the House 

went into committee-~Mr. POTTER is the Chair. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri moved to take up the Army 


HL 
Mr. SHIELDS moved the bill in relation tò certain Tennes- 
see jand claims. . f 
Mr. SERGEANT moved the Harbor bill. A 
The first motion being put, waa agrecd to—ayes 8S, noes 69. 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. : 

The committee accordingly took up the bill from the Senate 
to increase the military establishment of the United States. 

After some conversation on the bill, 

Mr. McKAY moved to lay it aside for the present, as. some 
further information was required as tothe number of regiments 
necesgary on the frontier, when the Miltary Committee would 
he prepared; but subsequently withdrew that motion. 

The hill having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. McKAY submitted a substitute, proposed by the Com- 
mitiee on Military Affairs, 

‘Mr. BELL again renewed the motion to lay the ill” 
the present. , 

Mr. BRONSON meved that the committee rise. 

Mr. YELL would not yield his assent to lay the br. aside, 
for it migut not be reached again, i 
, The committee refusing to riss, the bill was farther discuseed 
fill the hour arrived for taking the daily recess. 


ide for 


EVSNING SESSION. 


The House convened at 3 o’clock, and went into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. INGHAM ‘in the 
Chair, resuming the consideration of the “bill to increase the 
military establishment of the United States.” 

The question pendieg was on the proposed substitute of the 
Committee on Miliary Affairs, as submitted by Mr. McKAY. 

Mr. McK. went into a detailed statement of the provisions of 
the bill, hut while doing so— 

_ Mr. THOMPSON suggested that, as the measure was a very 
important one, certainly the mast important one of the eeseion, 
and as there was obviously nothing like a quorum present, the 
committee should rise and have a eall of the House. Thesue- 
gestion was assented to, the committee rose, and Mr. T. moved 
a call of the House. f 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, (yeas 15, nays 53,) and were yeas 86, nays 24, 80 the call, 
was ordered, and proceeded in for some time; when, on moticn 
of Mr, CAMBBELENG, the call was dispensed with, ayes 78 
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‘Noes not counted, and the House went inte committee as before. 
Mr. McKAY concluded his explanation of the prdvisions of 
the: bill, going with much minuteness into all the various de- 
tails. connected with -it, showing the expediency. and necessity 
of its passage, illustrating it, ashe wentalong, with a condensed 
historical -review of the army at different periods of its. ex- 


istence, and the various propositions and plans of Mr. CALHOUN 


and others for its increase and improvement. 

Mr. KEMBLE also addressed the committee at length in sup- 
port ofthe substitute, and to prove the necessity of a competent 
armament on the frontiers. 

Without taking the’ question, on motion of Mr. BRONSON, 
the committee rose and reported. p aa 

Sundry bilis from the Senate, on the Speaker’s table, were 
‘taken up, read twice, and referred to theirappropriate standing 
committees, ` 

The biil to authorize the inhabitants of township 8 north, 
range No. 32, in Arkansas, to relinquish their 16th section and 
locate another, being taken up, . 

Mr. VELL moved that it be put on its passage. 

Mr. HARLAN’ movod its commitment to the Commitiec on 
Private Land Claims. . 

Mr. YELL explained the provisions ofthe bill, and that it 
Was purely for the benefit of the Government; but Mr. H, in- 
Sisto on his motion, regarding it, he said, inthe nature of a 

~ float. : 

` Mr: HARRISON of Missouri thought, if it was committed -at 
all, it should goto the Military commitice, though: he himself 
did-net deem its commitment necessary. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana opposed any reference as 
nót arall required, for the bilt made no appropriation. 

Mr. BOON preferred the Committee on the Public Lands; 
for ever since he had been a. member of that committee, up- 
wards of six years, sach bills had heen invariably sent to that 
committee. 

Mr, HARLAN modified his motionaccording to Mr, BOON'S 
suggestion, 

After. a few further remarks from Messrs, VELL 
POPE, the bill was so committed, 

On notion, at a quarter before? o'clock, p, m: 

The House adjourued. 


aad 


IN SENATE, 
; Tuesvay, June 26, 1838, 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would toouorrow call 
up the bill introduced by him respecting the receipt of the 
paper of banks which issue notes less than five dollars for the 
public dues. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and observed that he yesterday gave 
notice. that he would to-day, fmmediately after the reading of 
the journal, call up the resolution of ihe House fixing the day 
of. the adjournment of Congress. Ho now, moved tw take it 


up. : 
Finis motion having been’ carried, and the resolution boing 
before.the Senate, ieta dee! EAR 
“Mr, BENTON: said that, he: should move to postpone its 
further consideration untal Monday next, and asked for the yeas 
and‘hays on that question: “We have, said Mr,-B. been here 
nearly seven months and bills: of the highest moment:to the 
country were yet unacted on... Jie waa, therefore, not willing 
to risk’ the loas of those bills by an adjournment to a day cer 
tain; and by retaining, said he, the resajudon in our ponders 
sion for this woek,-ro'sea whether thess bila will be acted on, 
we ghall -bo justas far. advanced on Monday.as wo now are, 
He had particularly in his eye the bill to Ineranse tho ranks of 
the army—a bill which they hud seen the necessity of acting 
sanfor: years: “Itwas not ugual to sponk of what was done in 
the other house} butit was notorious, that at the last session, 
thia BIR having been kept back undi almost the Jase moment, 
a member threatened, ifit was touched, to speak out the week 
against it. ‘Thore.was algo the graduation bul, another impor- 
tant measure, which he thought it important should be acted 
on. “We are sont horo, said Mr. Boto work, atid not to. sit 
here for a given-number of days, : He was for doing the public 
work, and after it was done, for adjourning ; but he was tterly 
opposed te binding himself to adjourn hy a certain day, and 
“thug riak the loss of billa necessary for the service of the coun- 
~try, which were now ready for action, He asked forthe yeas 
and nays on this question, in order that it might Deseen that he 
was against risking the loss of billy important for the yervice 
of the country. p ; 
: Mr. GRUNDY said it would be recollected that when the 
resolution tixing the period of adjournment had boen introduced 
inthe Senate, he was among the foremost in opposing ita adop- 
‘tion. At that time he viewed itis an improper, or rather an ilt- 
“timed, measure. He was desirous that every-thing. material to 
“the great interesté of the nation should have been acted. onbe- 
“fore the a:ijournment was agitated. He considered that thein- 
“troduction of such matters more‘appropriately belonged to the 
“popular branch; andit best becaime the Senate to wart until that 
_ body said it could dispose ofthe public business. The House of 
‘Representatives has now informed us that it has finished its 
~ business, Orat least will be ready to do vo by the 9th oF July. 
‘In vélation tothe subject mentioned by the honorable Senator 
: fom. Missouri, he wag as anxious that it should be matured 


“as any man could be; but, said-Mr. G. when the House has told 
“us that it anid! Anish all issbusiness, and be ready to adjourn at 
the period apecified, .1 do not see. with what propriety we čan 
„yote for any further postponement. 
“Mr. BUCHANAN said that he was glad that the Senator from 
© Miseourl ad ealled for the-yeasand pays, and. he should ‘most 
ert. He believed, at the time, that if his 
(Mr. Kune] had prosecuted tie resolution, 
s usual- perseverance, and the day had 
ment, they would have been asready 
they now Were, 
now pi 


the resolution. One 


or. shonid be- bythe- 
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bill should be lost. - But can we, gaid- he, tell the House that 
they did not know the state of their own business. when. they 
passed this resolution; and, though it was passed by a majority 
oftwo toone, we will notjagree. to it—our refusal not being for, 
the purpose of doing our own busin but for the. purpose of 
giving them longer time to do theirs. 1f, said Mr, B. you post- 
pone this resolution for one week, you necessarily postpone the 
adjournment, whereas. if you take the House at its word, and 
pass the resolution now, they will go earnestly te work, and 
complete their business by the day fixed. This resolution was 
adopted in the House by a majority of two.to one; and the plain 
construction ofa refusal to adept it here. would be an intimation 
to that body that it did not know what time it would require to 
complete ita own business. It would be virtually ielling them, 
that by adjourning on the day they bad fixed, they would vio- 
late their duty, and lose the army Dill,as. well as other billa im- 
portant to the conntry For these reasons he was opposed to 
the pariponemeat, and should vote against it. 

Mr. BENTON said that the opinions advanced by the houo- 
rable geneman from Pennsylvania were not, in his view, jus- 
tified by experience, The theory of no work, umil after the 
day of adjournment was fixed, was promptly. contradicted by 
the existing state of facts. He might appeal to the Senate. to 
sustain him in (heassertion ‘That body, without any day fix- 
ed, had made as great progress az though the day had long be- 
fore been settled on; for months, he might say, they had been 
passing on, under easy sail, until all the business relating to 
the great and leading interests of the nation had been disposed 
of. With the other House there was a far diferent state of 
things, Bariy and late had that body been engaged; the stars 
of Heaven had found them in close atiendance upon their pub- 
lit duties. Yes, sir, said Mr. B. never was House more labo- 
tlously occupied; the sessions continned from ten m the morn- 
ing net uofrequently unti) midnight, until the health and spi- 
rifts of the membera have been broken down by those continued 
and oxbausting sittings. Sir, that House has done all that it 
could do; and more progress could not have been made than 
has been by that bady. Uf the resolution introduced. here some 
weeks since had been adopted, (which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania eeen to regret so much that it had pot) he would 
undertake to say that it would have been an utter extermina- 
tion of alithe business of importance in which the Government 
and individuals wore intorested. Tle had before ailuded to the 
anny bill whieh had passed that body atthe heel ofa session, 
and, though reported by the committees in the other House, 
was never taken ap, because amember said if it were taken 
up he watld speak out the time. Now, sir, said Mr. B.I am 
againal that risk. Lars, for one, unwilling tu jeopard any 
Nicasure in which this country is #0 vitally interested, by leay- 
ing it te be defeated in any such menner. No injury could re- 
aut from holding over the resoludion oti Monday next. It 
would then be seen what chanca there would be of the House 
neung upon the army bil, Wah regard to our own body, we 
can finish all oar business in fouy or five days. When this 
question ia taken up, Pxhall call for the yeaa and nays, as F, for 
ina, ani determined to yecord my name against its adoption at 
thik umo, ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied, that he entirely differed from the 
Senator from Missouri, both ag to hig arguments and facta, Ue 
says, conlinned Me, Bo that miy position ie Cuntradizted by ex- 
dating facta, aud that the Konnte ia ready to adjeurn in two or 
three days. Now, ha thought the Senate mast work very hard 
to be able to adjourn in twice two or three days, According to 
the cwoniar, there weresixteen pages of tides of acts yet to be 
acted on; and they mast proceed at a very rapid rate to get 
through these ucts and adjourn by the day fixed by the Houe, 
Ifthe day ofadjournment had been fixed some time ago, the 
Ranato. would not have adjourned over from Friday. to Monday, 
aait had oten done, and would not have consumed so much 
timo as they had in discussion. Ie knew that the sessions of 
the House had been very constant and luborioua, thongh much 
of its Gime had been. taken up by discussion, But what. had 
they done? ‘They have (said Mr. B.) several of our important 
bilia before them, and they declare that they can Soish their bu- 
ninos and adjourn by the 9th.. But there. was another consi- 
deration, The Congress of the United Statea againet the theory 
of our inetitutiona, bad been in sesaion, with the exception of six 
weeks, from thedth of September to Wis day; and it was time 
they went hame w their constituentsand got their instructions, 
instead of remaining here to couvert themselves into a sort of 
Rump Partiamont. He ontirely concurred with the Senator from 
Tannesxee (Mr. Gronov.) The House iteolf, tho best judge of 
ts own business, had fixed on tho day; and let us, said he, agree 
toit promptly, by which means they will be stimelaced to in- 
creased exertion, Me was ready to show his constituents his 
desire to completo the business belure him, and to return to 
them; and if any of the buginess. should remain undone, it 
would be better that it should ba xo, than that Congress should 
sit the whole year round, 

On taking the question, Mr. Benton's motion was rejected— 
yeaa, nays 39, as follows; ` 

YRAS--Mesars Allen, Benton, Linn, Lyon, Norvell, Sevier, 
Tipton, and Wrights. 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alaha- 
nia, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Grundy, Habbard; King, Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick. 
Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of India- 
na, Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Trotter, Wall. 
Webster, White, Wiliama, and Young—39. i 

The resolution wasthen agreed to withont a division. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred the bill for the relief of Joseph K. 
Avery, reported the same without amendment, saying that the 
committee, had instructed him to move the indefinite postpone» 
merit of the Dill when it eame up | 

Mr, NORVELL, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported the following bills from the House, without 
amendment, and gave notice that he should. move for “their 
indefinite postponement es = . 

The bill for the relief of Lisut. John McDonald. 


Vause, deceased, 


“The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of William. 


No. 


~ PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Tarlton 
Woodson, deceased... ; toe 

The bill for the relief of Roger Stayner. ate 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of James 
Broadus, deceased. f fotos : : 

The bill granting half pay for the Revolutionary services of 
Lieut. Jonathan Dye. ret 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Samuel 
O. Peters, deceased. caf auth apa. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
William Jones. : 

Mr, N. from the same committee, also made favorable. re- 
poris.on the following, and moved their passage: seer 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Captain 
James Purvis, deceased. os 7 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John B. 
Ashu, deceased, with amendments, i : 

The till for the yeliefof the legal representatives of Garland 
Burnley, deceased. S 

Str. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, made a fa- 
vorable report on the following bills from the House: 

Tho bill fer the retier of the widow of Noah Chittenden 

The bill forthe reliefof William Collins. 

Fhe bill for the reliefuf Gideon Sheldon. 

Mr. M. from the same committee, made unfavorable reports 
on the following bills: 

The bill for the relief of John Casey. 

The bill for the relief of Ann Ross. } 

The bill for the relief of Barton Hooper. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Huldah Tucker. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pensions, made 
favorable reports on the following bills from tho House of 
Representatives: ee 

‘The bill for the relief of Thomas Frazier. 

The bill for the relief of John M., Jensel), 

The bill for the relief of John Jest Dietz, 

The bill for the relief of Lewis Hatch. 

‘The bill for the relief of Sarah Pemberton. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Salmonde. : 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made unfavorable reports 
on the following bills from the House: 

The bill for the relief of James Smitb. 

‘Sue bill for the relief of Daniel W. Going. 

The pill for the relief of Benjamin X. Westley. 

‘The bul for the relief of Solomon Prensett. 

The bill for the relief of James J. Cofin, 

‘Khe bill for the reliefot Benjamin Mitchel. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Erb. 

The bill for the relief of James B. Rice. 

Tho bill for the relief of Philip Hartman. 

'Yhe bill for the relief of Joseph" W. Rripe., T 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which the. subject had heen referred by a resolution of the 
Sonate, reported abill to continue in force tho act providing 
payment for horges and other property lost in the miliary ser- 
vice of the United States; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond Reise ae Meta ; 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill to'prevent defalea: 
tious by the collectors, receivers, and disbursing agents’ of the 
Government; which was twice read, and referred, 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that, in consequence of the pro- 
ceedings of the other House, he had prepared a bill, which he 
had intended to give notice of his intention to introiluce, enti- 
tied a bill supplementary to the act to establish the Treasury 
Deparunent; but as it was late in the session, he wished, if 
there was ne objection, to offer it now, in order that it might be 
printed atonce. It would come up to-morrow, and he should 
then probably say & few words in explanation of jt. 

Leave was accordingly given, and Mr, B. introduced ‘the fol- 
lowing bill, which was read: 

phe bill was given in yesterday's Globe. ] 

‘The bill for the relief of the heirs of James Latham, deceased, 
was taken up, and considered. as in Committee of thé Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third‘reading.. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the bill for. thevrelief of 
the heira of: Pierre Menard was taken tip, and after a debate, in 
which it wag advocated by Messra. CRITTENDEN, NOR. 
VELL, LINN, CLAY of. Kentucky, ROANE, and WHITE, 
and opposed by Messrs. BAYARD, NILES, and -KNIGHT, 


VOLUME G..scsessees 


-was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Ater the consideration of Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


WEDNESDAY, June 27, 1838, 

Mr, HOWARD, on leave, submitted the following. resoiv:tion; 
which, ou his motion, wasreferred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings. : ee t : vd 

Resolred. That the Commissioner of. Public’ Buildings be 
directed to ascertain the plan, cost, and advantages of the mode 
proposed for ventilating the new parliament housei London, 
and report the sapie to this House, atthe next session ef Con- 
gress, together with his opinion of its applicability:-to the hall 
of the House of Representatives. : i 

Mr. GRAY moved thatthe Commies of Claims bedischarg- 
ed ftom the further covsideration of the- Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Richard P. Banks of Arkansas, (having been seut to that 
comunittee by mistake,) and that the°same be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. HARLAN at first objected, on the ground that he want- 
ed that all the: committees-should have an opportunity of re- 
porting. - 3 A : 
i Mr. RIVES appealed to Mr. Gray to vary his ‘motion ac- 
cordingly, which he did at firen buton Mr. Apams stating that 
he only waived His Tight for the single motion Mi. G. renew. 
ed thal, andit prevarliie; the bill was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

At the Suggestion of Mr. Crac. and: others, Mr. Abans 
waived-his righ! to address the House to-day in continuation of 
his review of the Texas question, with the understandifg that 
nothing was to interpose between his right for to-morrow, for 
the purpose of enabling the committees to report. 

The. committees were then called upon by the CHAIR, 


48% 
—————— 

Mr, CUSHING, from the Committee on. Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of the 
herrsof Richard W. Mead. X A ea 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reporteda bill for the relief of Thomas 
Hutchins. a 4 ARO et 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mariz Hornby. 28 

Mr. EWING, from the same committee, reported a resolution 
to print a number of pension papers and documents; which was 
concurred in. ž ee a 

Mr. E. asked leave to offer a resolution, but it was promptly 
objected to. y 

Mr. E. asked tlrat it be read for the information of the House; 
but the House refused to hear-it. 

Mr. STANLEY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Isaac Conway. 3 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reporied certain amendmente tu the: harbor bill; which were 
committed to the same committee having charge of that bill. 

Mr. M. also reporteda bill for the completion of the Com- 
herland road east of the State of Ohio; which was read twice, 
and commited: Mr. M. explaining phat it was not intended to 
cal] up the bilt til next session. : A 2 

On motion of Mr. M. the report of the committee, at a former 
session, in relation to the construction of a bridge across the 
Ohio, at Wheeling, was ordered to be reprinted. z 

Reportsin relation to the Dismal Swamp Caual, and the 
Muscle Shoals, in Virginia, were, on Mr. M’s motion, also or- 
dered to be printed. . 

Mr. M. also reported a bill authorizing the construction of a 
road through the lands of the United States at Harper’s Ferry. 

Oo motion of Mr. M. the surveys of the War Deparument on 
the Winchester Railroad were ordered to be printed. 

> IMPROVEMENT IN THE HALL. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public Buildings, 
reported the following resolution: E . Ks, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Buildings, un- 
der the direction, and upon a plan to be previously approved 
by the SPEAKER, Cause the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives to be altered, during the recess of Congress, by changing 
the position of the Speaker’s chair and Clerk’s table to the op- 
posite side of the Hall, and reversing the location of the desks 
nf the members, elevating and-conforming the Noor to such or- 
der of arrangement, as, in the general design, to restore the 
arrangement of the chair and seats of members to the state in 
which they existed previous to the alteration authorized/by the 
House of Representatives, in the first session of the Twenty- 
second Congress; and that the expenses be paidout of the con- 
Cnyeut ndor the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it had often occurred to 
him that whatever change might be made in the floor, the best 
would beta make the floor flat; for it was tested by experience, 
that members could hear much better from those who were on 
the same level with themselves, than from either those whosat 
lower or more elevated, ; 

Mr SEKGHANT thought otherwise. | : 

Mr. HARLAN thought there was no time to go on with such 
a discussion as this now, and therefore he demanded the pre- 
vious question; which was carried. Ț ce . , 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said, believing this quèstion 
ought ne to be disposed oftill alter the next census, he moved 
to fay the resolution onthe table. | T 

This motion was disagreed w without a division, and the re- 
solution was concurred in by a large majority. ie 

Mr. MERCER reposted Senate bit making appropriations 
for certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

The bill originally came froin ae Senate, was passed by the 
Youse with certain amendments, to which the Senate disagreed; 
the Committee on Roads and Canals now recommended that 
the House insist upon all their amendments; which was agreed 


to. g 

Mr. PEARCE, from the select committee appointed on the 
memorial of Thomas Coyle, madea report thereon; which was 
laid on the table. ; x : 

Mr. HOLT, from the sclect committee appointed on the me- 
murat ol sundry citizens of Connecticut, praying for the erec- 
tiou of a monument to the memory of Capt. Nathan Hall, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a joint resolution appropria- 
ung a sum not exceeding $1,000, to carry that object into ef- 
feci; which wasread twice, and referred toa Committee of the 
Whole on the Union.. , 

Me. JONES of Virginia, from the Committee of Ways and 
reported a dill for the relief of the owners of the brig 


a. R 
IIAMER, from the same committee reporteda bill for the 
relist of Samuel T. Anderson. i 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the same committee, made a num- 
ber of cafavorabie reports, which were concurred in. 

Mi RENCHBR a's» made several unfavorable reports on 
ret w that committee. , 

ILTLUSEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
a bil? for the relief of Richard Hooker and others. 

. reported a resolution referring the case of Peter 
of Tennessee, to the Secretary of War; which was con 
in 

Mr. W. also made several unfavorable reports in cases 
referred to that commilitec. i 

Oa motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the Light house bill was re- 
commi ied to the Committee on Commerce. , A, 

On motion of Mr. WORTHINGTON, the bill establishing 
certain collection districts, and creating ports of entry, was also 
recommitted to the same committee. 5 
r. CUSHMAN moved to discharge the Committee of the 
bill to extend the privilege of drawback and to 
abolish distineions in ports of entry, with a view to bring it 
inta the House for action; but the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. YELL reported, without amendment, Senate bill to au- 
ethe claimants of Cherokee pre-emptions to locate them 
of the old Louisiana land district, now composed of 
of Batesville and Helena, Arkansas. : A 

APMAN, fom the same committee, reported, with 
dment, (a substitute.) Senate bill for the reljef of cer- 
tain settlers on the public lands who were deprived of the bene- 
tits of the pre-emption jaw of the 19th of June, 1834. 

Mr. C. mave:l that the bill be now put on its passage, but, on 
motion of Mr. Briees, it was posiponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. C. alzo reported Senate bill, without amendment, for the 
honefit of the Florida, Alabama, and Georgta Railroad Compa- 
ny; which was committed. 3 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pos: Roads, reported Senate bill for the relief of Owens and 


_ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Skidmore, with a recommendation that it do not pass; and, on 
Mr. H's motion, it was laid on the table ; 

Mr. BRIGGS, from thesame committee, reported a bill forthe 
relief of Josiah X. Caldwell, ` - FE tan ig . 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, from thé same committee, re 
ported a bill for the relief of Jamison Williamson. > `- 

Also, a biil for the relief of Cornelius Taylor. ` 

Mr. JIARLAN, from the Commitee on Private Land Claims, 
reported, without amendinent, Senate bili for the relief of 
Richard Cravat, Hardy Perry, and Bely Cheney, and ihe same 
was read a third time dnd passed. - os : 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported, with an amend- 
ment, (è. substitute) Senate bill to confirm certain entries‘of pub- 
lic lands permitted to-be made by the registers and receivers of 
land districts-under the belief that the same had been offered at 
public sale; and the substitute having been concurred in, the 
same was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. H. alse reported Senate bill, with an amendment, (a sub- 
stitute) to confirm certain A ea of public lands under the 
actofthe 19h of June, 1834, (ia Mississippi) and moved its 
being concurred in. 

Mr. PRENTISS of. Mississippi opposed the substitute, and. 
the further consideration of the p 
row. : 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of James L. Stokes. 

fr. MAY, from the same committee, reported, without 
amendment, Scnate bill for the reliefof the Jegal representatives 
of Philip Barbour, deceased. 

Mr. GARLAND of-Louisiana, from the same committee, re- 
ported the fullowing resolution, whicb, after a few remarks 
from Mr. B. WHYTTLESEY and Mr. HARLAN, was con- 
curved in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of directing patents to 
be issued to James Nevils and Luther Gleason, William Powell 
and Robert Grignon, Ebenezer Childs and Francis Laventure, 
or their legal assignees, for certain lands in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, alleged to have been purchased by them under the 
pre-emption Jaw, passed June 19, 1834; and that said committee 
be authorized to receive testimony in support of, or in opposi- 
tion to, the issuing of said patents. 

REMISSION OF STEAMBOAT IRON DUTIES: 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Commutiee on Manufactures, report- 
ed a bill to remit certain duties upon iron imported for the con- 
struction of irom steamboats. k 

Mr. A. moved that thisand another bill on the same subject 
be made the special order on Saturday next, for one- hour, after 
the recess, which was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved to amend the joint resolution to 
Jease lands for the cultivation of the muiberry and sugar beet, 
the bill for the propagation of seeds, and the bill to promote the 
cultivation of tropicalplants, the special order for one hour on 
saturday, after Mr. Apams’s special order should be disposed 
of, but the motion did not prevail. : 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported, 
with amendment, Senate bill in relation to the appointment 
of commissioners to adjust the disputed land claims under the 
Choctaw treaty, the consideration of which was postponed till 
to-morrow, ee > 

Mr. B. alao reported a bill to provide an allowance of invalid 
rensions to certain Cherokee, under the 14th article or the treaty 
of 1325, which was also postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
the following hills: 

A bill tor the relict of Ann Tilden. 

A bill for the reliefof Jesse Seymour, or his legal representa- 
tives, and in alteration of an act entitled “ An act respecting the 
Jate ofticers and crew of the sloop of war Wasp,” approved the 
20th April, 1816, 

A bill for the relief of Charles Rockwell. 

A bill for the relief ofthe widow of Thomas Kibby. 

A bil for the reliefot John G. Mozart. 

Mr. INGHAM then moved to set apart Monday next for the 
consideration of bills reported from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sgaid there were some very important 
appropriation bills yetto be acted on. 

Others also objecting— 

Mr. INGHAM asked a suspension of the rales; remarking that 
not a single naval bill had been yet acted on, and all he asked 
was one day. The motion did not prevail—79 to 48—not two- 
thirds. 

Mr. WISE expressed a hope that the House would set apart 
some day, for the Committee on Naval Affairs had not hada days 
for five years. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution of the House, adopted on the 
Bih of May ultimo, “requiring” the Judiciary Committee to 
report on certain resolutions and petitions, be, and the same is 
hereby, rescinded. g , A 

Me. T. explained that this resolution, (which reported a reso- 
lution origmally introduced by Mr. Jounson of Louisiana,) 
was brought in on the ground that fora due investigation into 
the affair there was not time to summon witnesses, etc. 

The resolution was then concurred in. | j 

Mr. TiTOMAS then reported a bill to increase and regulate 
the terms of the District Court of the Northern District of New 
York. 

Mr. T. moved that it be put on its passage. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved its commitment. 

Mr. BRONSON begged his coileague to withraw the motion, 
as it was equivalent to a rejection of the bill. 

Mr. LOOMIS replied that he was not prepared to vote on 
the bil] one way or the other, nor did he believe his colieag ues 
were sufficiently cognizant of the matter without further ex- 
amination. 

Mr. THOMAS was about to proceed, when 

Mr. McKAY and Mr. YELL called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. THOMAS begged the gentlemen to waive them for a 
moment. 


Mr. YELL said he should do no such thing, forthe army bill 
was of more importance to him than apy thing else. 


Atasubsequent period of the day, however, cn motion of Mr. 
RIVES, the bill was committed. 3 


The motion for the orders prevailed, ayes 110, noes not 
counted. 

Bills from the Senate on the SPEAKER’s labio were read 
twice and referred. i 


ìl} was postponed till to-mor-’ 


ARMY BILL. 

“On motion of Mr. McKAY, ‘the: Huuse then went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Union, Mr. INGHAM in the chair, 
ea the bill to: increase-the military éstablishnient of the United 

ates. : P : Fa : 
The question wagon the substitute of the Committee on. Mili- 
tary Affairs, which proposed to increase the army to about 

12,500, tre Senate dill augmenting it tv upwards of 14,000: 
r. BRONSON addressed the House. at length on the merits 
„of the bill, going at large into the condition af our Western and 
Northern frontiers, witha view to. demonstrate the necessity’ of 
its passage, Mr. B. also went into:a mass of minute details 
contrasting the expenses of militia or volunteers and regular 
‘soldiers, being a difference of about from four (ar perhaps six) 
to one, without reference to the question of éMiciency, and the 
more indirect: loss ‘to ‘the country: from taking men suddenly 
irom their ordinary pursvits: “Mr, B. sail than though he 
was favor of the larger number, yet he preferred the bil] recom- 
mended by the House committee, as being more perfect in ite 

provisions. ‘ ane 


Before the question wae taken, the period arrived for the 
House to take its daily recess. © 


EVENING SESSION. crus, 

As soon as the House convened, it went into 

committee, resuming the consideration.of the 
ARMY BILL. 

Mr. BRONSON concluded his remarks in sup- 
port of the bill. ATE 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, was opposed to 
the amendment of the Military Committee, as alto- 
gether inadequate for the object contemplated, It 
would be insufficient to provide.for the protection 
‘of the Western frostier. Mr. H; was, however, 
opposed to proceeding in so thina House, with 
scarcely fifty members present. i , 

Mr, MASON of Ohio, suggested that they either 
proceed or, take the question on the amendment. 

The question was then taken on the substitute to 
the first clause, when it was agreed to. i 

Mr. McKAY, under instructions from the Mili- 
tary Committee, moved an amendment.to the se- 
cond clause, providing for an additional regiment 
of infantry. à n ` 

Mr. HARRISON moved a further amendment 
to raise a regiment òf riflemen in addition thereto; 
and proceeded to give his reasons for the superior 
efficiency of such a corps. 

Mr. McKAY cited a section of the bill intended 
to meet the very object the gentleman had in view, 
for the President was thereby authorized to con- 
vert any of the regiments of infantry into one of 
riflemen, whenever it should be deemed expecient. 

Mr. HARRISON rejoined that such a substi- 
tution would not ensure the requisite skill and effi- 
ciency. He was not for giving ihis. discretion to 
the President, but for having the corps organized 
at the start. - , ; 

Mr. CRARY inquired if there were any rifle- 
men or light-infantry at present belonging to the 
army ? - f j f 

Mr. MceKAY replied that they were not, though 
that descriptidn of force was contemplated in the 
section he had just referred to. j 

Mr. CRARY then was of opinion that Mr. Flar- 
rison’s amendment was a very proper one, for 
that description of force could alone be effective 
against Indians. 

Mr. GRENNELL opposed the amendment as 
altogether unnecessary from the provision re- 
ferred to. f 

Mr. THOMPSON went into the general merits 
of the bill, and expressed his decided opposition to 
any further increase of the army than was abso- 
lutely necessary, and his objections would have 
still greater weight, but for the confidence he had 
in the present Secretary of War, to whom he had 
always been opposed in politics, and most probably 
always should. The bill, and the substitute of the 
military committee, proposed too great an augmen- 
tation. Mr. T. was for filling up the present regi- 
ments in rank and file, and gave notice’ of an 
amendment he intended to move, which would 
make an aggregate increase of 2,500 men only. 
The ordnance company ought to, be increased, but 
not by abstracting from the artillery corps, as pro- 
posed, which could not spare any diminution. He 
was opposed also to an increase of the officers, 
except that of major-general. of the army, for the 
present ofice was merely a ministerial one, for a 
minister for the army to reside near the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. POPE was opposed to raising a large mili- 
tary force under the influence of imaginary danger 
for he could not bring himself to believé we wer 


thé Western fron- 
th. He thought 
< ‘the number proposed by Mr. Taémeson to be’ suf- 
ficient, and they were at least as many as could. be 
‘raised during the present year. “For the protection 
of the Western frontier, he was in favor‘of” a cor- 
don of posts from -the extreme Northwest to the 
Sabine. ` as 
Mr. MERCER was in favor of part riflemen, 
and of dismounting one regiment of cavalry for 
that purpose. ee ` 

Mr. REED was in favor of the smallest “number 
that was necessary, for he was opposed to a large 
‘increase of the standing army. . 

Mr.. WISE was opposed io the existing bill al- 
together, and gave notice of some amendments he 
intended to move at the proper stage. He did not 
deem any increase of the sianding army to be at 
all necessary, for he believed that a!l the reports of 
apprehensions of war were merely got up. by the 
-Administration and : those interested, to augment 
‘the army. He concurred with Mr. Trompson that 
an increase of the rank and file might be expe- 
dient, but he, too, should oppose any addition to 
‘the officers, ` ; ; 

Mr. YELL was as much opposed to a needless 
increase:of. the army as any one, or to an over- 
grown standing army, and would be the first to 
resist if when it ‘shali be shown to be dangerous to 

- the liberties'of the country; yet the condition of the 
country, and the Western frontier in. particular, 
imperiously demanded it. The same arguaenis 
ow urged were used against this measure two 
years ago, when there was no more prospect of a 
war in Florida than there was at present on the 
frontier. ( 
making preparations for hostilities, and, as to 


Florida, we should get into a war before we were i ; 
SEVIER, BENTON, BAYARD, SOUTHARD, 


prepared for it, unless the army was increased with 
a sufficient force to keep the Indians in awe. He 
was not, however, in favor olf a very large in- 
crease, nor of an augmentation. of the staff; but he 
did desire to see the rank and file, the musketry, 
the bone and sinew, increased. This was indis- 
pensable; for the Government had placed between 
sixty and seventy thousand Indian warriors on the 
Western frontier, well armed with: rifles and am- 
_ ammunition; and. it now became its duty, the duty 
both of the Admiuistration and the Opposition, to 
devise means for protecting itsown citizens. Mr, Y. 
expatiated upon these.points at some length, and 
stated that about.3,400: troops, composed of dra- 
goons and light infantry, properly distributed along 
the: frontier, might.be sufficient; and he warmly 
niged upon the House the necessity of passing 
upon some such measure, and that speedily. 


Mr.-JENIFER advocated also an increase toa | 
which greater extent than was proposed by some of | 


the opponents of the biil. 
Mr. BELL expressing a wish to address the com- 


mittee at length, and presuming the question would || 


not.be taken to-night, but would be to-morrow 
moved that the committee rise. a 
Mr. WISE presented his amendment informally. 
Mr. McKAY and Mr. YELL severally said they 
should oppose the committee’s rising, unless with | 
. the general understanding that the question should 
betaken to-morrow. (Cries of “agreed,” “agreed,” | 
from all partsof thehall.) — 
The committee then rose—ayes 64, noes 56, and | 
On motion of Mr. BRIGG, the- bill and amend- 
“yhents were ordered to ‘he printed. ° 
. On motion, a 
The House adjourned. . H 


- t 
-IN SENATE, | 
ao Weonespay, June 27, 1838. | 
‘The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
‘Navy. Department, in. answer tothe resolution. of 
‘the Senate. of the 10th of April last relative to a 
system. of coast defence: ordered to be printed, and 
referred io ihe Committee on Naval Affairs. 
- STRA. presented some additional docu- 


It was well known that the Indians were ! 


‘elaim of Col. Buncombe, of 
re referred to the-appro- 


; agreed to, with the understanding that it be taken 


| gress, all bills and joint resolutions which . shall 


furiber consideration of. the petition of Richard 
Montgomery. ate Yanga 

Mr. T.-from the same committee, reported. bils 
for the relief of Loammi Baldwin and of Samuel 
Warner; which. were severally read, and ordered to 
a second reading. : i : i 
`. Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill-for the relief of Nicholas 
Verplast and a bill for the relief of Rohert Ram- 
sey; which were read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ti; : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported unfavorably, and without amendment, the 
bills from the House for the relief of Doctor David 
Gould, and the legal representatives of Captain 
John Winston. ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Pierre Me- 
nard, was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill introduced 
by him on leave, entitled “ An act making a fur- 
ther provision for the collection of the public re- 
venue,” and after some remarks from Mr. W. 

Mr. BUCHANAN odered as an amendment or 
substitute, the bii? introduced on leave by him yes- 
terday, accompanying the motion with some expia- 
nalory remarks. A 

Mr. STRANGE, after some remarks, moved to 
Jay the whole snbject on the table, which was 


up to-morrow. 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An get to 
enable claimants to land within the limits «. Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26th of May, itid, ard an aci amend- 
iag the same, was taken up as the special order; 
and after a long debate, in which Mes-.s, LINN 


DAVIS, and others participated, the bill was 
amended, and laid on the table, in order that the 
amendments might be priated. 

The bill to divide the State of Delaware into two 
collection districts, was taken up aud discussed at 
lengih between Messrs. BAYARD, CLAYTON, 
KING, BUCHANAN, and NILES, and was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Ata few moments before 5, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuerspay, June 28, 1838. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio suggested that, as 
the journal of yesterday was a very lengthy one, 
its reading be dispensed with, and the House would 
gain half an hour’s time thereby. 

Mr. MERCER. objected. 

Mr. TOLAND, on leave, laid on the table the 
following amendatory joint rule of the two Houses: 
Resolved, That the following shall be a sianding 
joint rale of the two Houses: That after six days 
from the commencement of a second or subse- 
quent session (except the final session) of avy Con- 


have passed in one House, and which remain un- 
determined in the other, shall be resumed and act- 
ed on as if an adjournment had not taken place. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, reporied, without amendment, Senate bill 
to promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the 
United States. ; 

WYANDOTT INDIANS. 

Mr. HUNTER of Ohio, on leave, offered the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: e 

Resolved, That the Committee of Indian Affairs 
take into consideration the necessity of making an 
appropriation to defray the expenses of a treaty 


State of Ohio. 

Mr. TAYLOR asked leave to report two invalid 
pension bills, but Mr. RICE GARLAND objected 
to it, unless the leave should be made a general one. 

One or two similar requests were made by other 
gentlemen, but they were also objected to. ; 

Mr. ADAMS continued his remarks in opposi- 


ij tion to the report of the Committee on Foreign Af- 


fairs on the annexation of Texas. .. [The commit- 
tee-had moved to be discharged from the ` subject, 
and Mr. Cussinc moved to recommit their report 


| or for evil. 


now pending with the Wyandott Indians, in the 


485 


with instructions to report definitively against, ‘and 
Mr. Taompson moved an amendment ‘to. report 
for, the annexation of that Republic. ]. ie 

Mr. A’s remarks“ thismorning were ih defence 
of the rights of women to petition Congress, when 
he again gave way, without concluding, to the or- 
ders of the day. `; ae oe 

.. SMALL NOTE RESTRICTION. 

Mr. KILGORE moved a suspetisicn of the rules, 
for the purpose of proceeding to ‘the consideration 
of the following resolution, submitted by him on the 
lith instant: eae 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, ‘That the operation of so much of the act 
of June 23d, 1836, entitled “An act to regulate 
the ceposites of the public money” as prohibits the , 
receipt of the notes or bills of specie paying banks 
which have issued since the 4th of March, 1836, 
notes or bills of a Jess denomination than five doi- 
lars, be, and the same 1s hereby, suspended for the 
period of two years. 

And be it further resolved, That the operation -of 
the 2d section of the act of April 14, 1836, entitled 
t An act making appropriation for the payment of 
the Revolutionary and other peasioners of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1836,” be, and the same is 
hereby, suspended for the period of two years. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were— 
yeas 101, nays 8l. So the rules were not sus- 
pended, requiring a vote of two-thirds. 

SMITHSONIAN BEQUEST. : 

Mr. RENCHER, on leave; submitied the fole 
lowing resolution, which was agreed ‘9: 

Resolved, That the Committees of Waye-an: 
Means inquire into the expediency of authorizing a 
‘emporary investment of the Smithssuian icgacy, 
as soon as it shall be received by the [residett of 
the United States. : 

ARMY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. MeKAY, the Louse again 
went into Commiitee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. Inanam in the chair, resuming the 
consideration of the Senate bill to increase the pre~ 
sent military establishment of the United States 
and for other purposes. a : 

The questioa pending was dn the following 
amendment, proposed. by Mr. McK AY from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, as a second sec- 
tioa to the bil: ` > : 

Sec. 2. And be it further cnacted, That there 
shall be raised and organized, under the direction ` 
of the President of the United States, one regiment 
of infantry, to be compesed of the same number 
and rank of officers, non-commissioned. officers, 
musicians, and privates, composing. the regiments 
of infantry now in-the service of the United States, 
who shall receive the same pay and allowances, 
and be subject to the same rales’ and regulations 
which now apply to other regiments of infantry, as 
provided for in this act. f 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri moved, las? eve- 
xing, to add to the above the following: 

And there shall also be one regiment of riflemen 
raised, to be officered and organized as regiments of 
infantry herein provided for. 

Mr. BELL, who was entitled to the floor; ad- 
dressed the House at length on the merits of. the 
bill. He adverted to the great importance of. the 
measure, and the little time iert for its considera- 
tion, for it involved principles fraught with im- 
mense consequences to the country, either for good 
He would go for some’ increase, but 
rather in deference to what seemed to he.almost ihe 
universal feeling, on the Western frontier 
larly, and in some other exposed Sections «i 
country, than from any conviction of its necessity. 
But, if a large increase should be authorized, little 
could be done executively during the recess, except 
the initiatory preparations of the recruiting service: 
and therefore, the most advisable course would 
probably be to postpone the measure till next ses- 
sion. Mr. .B.° admitted: that a western frenticr 
guard. was necessary, both to awe the Indisus, ani 


- to. coerce our own settlers to an obedience of the 


laws; and. for this purpose, he though: all the esti- 
mates of the War Department to be too ex-- 
travagant; and he quoted authorities to prove 
that 2 single regiment was enough tọ cover 


‘straints-under. which the whites were héld ‘at pre- 


‘that ‘line, by ‘the erection of military- posts, | 


from. the Jakes to the lower boundary ‘of Mis- 
souri, for tò authorize a ‘very. ‘large’ military 
force ‘would, with unfaithful agents, ‘relax the re- 


gent. For the whole frontier, 2,500 would be en- 


tirely adequate, and much more effeetive~ than a | 
very large number. Mr. B. went.on atlsngth to: 
_give’ other reasons against so greatah increase as | 
that proposed, such. as the probable ‘cessation of | 


the Florida war, the peaceable character of the 
older and richer Indians on the frontier, ‘the aban- 
donment-ofta number of useless military -posts&c. 
‘and defended ‘the. character-of the militia ‘and vo- 
Junteers from.the allegations-of inefficiency ‘and dif- 
Terenos of expense, brought by regular officers and 
~otpers, è 


The House then took its daily recess 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` THURSDAY, June 28, 1838, 
EVENING ŠESSION. 


Ths House met again, pursuant to order, at half pas three 


o'clock, and went into: edfhurittes on the 
; MY BILL. 


Tire question pirate ting én the amendment of Mr. HAR- 
RISON, as stated'in the: nothing proceedings, to raise a regi- 


weit of riflemen, 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina addressed the committee 
for some time in opposition to the bill, first, on the ground that 
} ia, which was the only 
kind of militayy force for a republi in time of peace; and 


injustice had been done to the mi 


next, that there Were no teal apprehensions of war. 


_ Nr. LINCOLN supported the bill, both as'a measure called 
for on our westem and northern frontiers, and from the superior 
elliciency of the regulars over the militia, in the present mode 


in Avaich the latter were organized. 


c. GRENNELL gave his reasons for Leing in favor of the . 
bill, and also of the additional, regiment proposed by the 
y committee, and went into a review of the late cen- 
lo conduct of our ‘citizens on the ‘northern frontier in 


aiding and abetting the disturbances there, and defying the 
civil power, which rendered an increase of the military force 


iv Necessary. 


teat themseives, aad any increase o 
videfly from au enlistment of fo 


vee thar day when Irishmen 


_ My. WVERETT was against the employrnént of a ‘military 
m-ceonthe Northern frontior, for the people were-able to pro- - 
fthe army must be made up 
ners, and he never hoped to 
Englishinen, ‘and’ other aliens 


should be organized and armed to keep the: citizens of his State 


in order, 


Mr, EVANS -contended that the nillitaty forée' of the country 
should be enlarged, capecially with refererrce to the frontier of 
his State, and ‘adverted, with some severity, to the recent pro- 


ceedings in Vermont to show a military force. necessary. 


Mr. BRIGGS preferred waiting till the next ecssion, as the 
recess was so short; nor did he believe that any contingency 


would require so large an increase. 


Mr. PLARRISON made an energetic defence of his amend- 
ment, and insisted that that description of force was absolutely 
indispensable for an effective defence of the Indian frontier. The 
citizens ofthat region were able to protect themselves, but could 
they devote all their time to watch a vigitant and cautious ene- 
my? Moreover, the General Government had sent some sixty 
or seventy thousand armed savages there against their will, and 
therefore the Government was bound to protect its citizens 60 
situated. Tt wonld be too late, asin the Florida case, to send an 


army when half the citizens were butchered. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana defended the bill on similar 


grounds, 


Mr ROBERTSON was opposed to any incfedde ‘whatever 
in the standing army. As for the Canada-border, it was utter- 
ly tinnscessary, for the civil force was competent to tepress 
violations of the law. It was ridiculous to say that New York, 
with upwards of two rhillions of people, could not enforce the 
civil law, but that we must havea military police. Nor was it 


red in Maine, for such ‘were the relations between our 
‘nment and Great Britain, that there was, no possibility of 


a collision in that quarter. As to the Western frontier, let all 
the superfluous military from the interior be sent there, and 
appropriate some money to keep the Indians from starving, in- 
stead of expending $3,000,000 a year, which the proposed in- 


or 
principle it was about to establish. . 


o would cast. He cautioned the House to beware of the 


Mr. EVANS adverted to the consistency of the opponents of 
this-bill, who were now urging the employment and efficiency 


ot the civil power alone; w 


ile, but a short time ago, when the 


froutier bill was under consideration, gentlemen. opposed it be- 
cause they said, the President shouid use the military force, It 
was no: designed, Mr. E. said, to supersede the civil power, but 


te protect and sustain it. 


Mr. FLETCHER of Vermoni had intended to give a silent 
vote upon this bill; butafter what had falien from the gentleman 


from Massachusetts, (Mr. GRENNELL]) and the observations of 


the gentleman from Maine, [Mr, Bvans,] he should do violence 
to hisown feelings, an! great injustice to his constituents, to ro- 
main longer silent. He was not going to Missouri nor Arkansas, 


nor was he 


bout to make a tour along the Atlantic coast. He 


shold confine himself to what concerned him and his consti- 
tueats directly. le was from Vermont, a frontier State. He 
had tha honor to represent a frontier district; that section which 
jad been here reported as disturbed by faction. Itwas against 
his district that these charges had heen made; it was against the 


y of representing freemen. 


nions of: his State that these accusations were directed; 
he did not repel them here in his place, he should be un- 


gentleman from Massachusetts had. said he wanted te 
the military force, and for what? For the purpose of 


nga military police on the Vermont frontier, Was not 


time such doctrine had ‘been raised in this hall? 
ed when was it, in the histoxy7of this Republican Go- 


verament, (hat a standing army was askad for the purpose 


of oafurcing the taws of the Union? 
thetirettime from thegentieman from New York, (Mr. 


hy yesterday it “fell for 


Brox- 


| which they had been subjected. If the Government had seen 


SOn, Jand astonished indeed was Mr, F..to hear him proclaim t 
it, and not lesa so to hear the gentleman from Massachusetts : 
(Mr, GRENNELL} follow it up. This doctrine was not to bo 
found in the Constitution: that: provides directly for the “call- 
ing forth of the militia to execute. the laws of the Union.” 
It no where, even by implication, provides for calling the regu. 
Jar troops to the aid of the magistrate. He understood the 
gentleman distinctly to lay dówa the position, that it was neces- 
sary to raise two. regiments for the purpose of establishing 
upon the Northern frentier a military police. As to New York 
and the Indian frontier he should ‘say nothing; and he again 
asked when was this doctrine first advanced? : Was: not thia’ a 
‘constitutional question? Was it not time to pause on a propo- 
sition to faise’a standing army tò supersede the prosent civil 
rolice of the country, and in its stead establish a military police. 
"He regretted that the lateness of the hour, and the. reasonable 
impatience of the committee, would not permit him to follow. 
out the proposition into all its consequences. A 

- We had been told that there was excitement along the north- 
ern border. Admitted. . But what had occasioned it, Was 
not all peace and tranquillity until the barbarous attack upon 
the steamer Caroline, when British assassins, ay, assassins, like 
` the stealthy Indian, shielded by darkness, invaded our territory, 
destroyed our property, murdered our defenceless and slumber- 
ing citizens, and then, forthe- purpose of obliterating their 
cowardly and murderous deed, set fire to the ill-fated boat, and 
sent her blazing over the cataract of Niagara? Waa not this 
enough, to arouse the citizens of the vicinity?, But add to this 
the insults, contumely, and threats, with which the Govern- 
ment papers of Canada were loaded; add to this the honors. 
heaped upon the gallant knight Sir Allen McNab, for this | 
- brave and heroic, and brilliant midnight piracy, And what 
could they expect? How did they know but their own houses 
would be the next point of attack, their families butchered, and 
property destraye , by the sane. midnight gang of British 
heroes, who had gallantly boarded the Caroline, and. taken a 
little boy prisoner? ‘This it was that first aroused them, and 
they very naturally expected their Government to notice this 
outrage; and, in room of having your.General sent there to dis- 4 
arm them, they expected him to redress their grievances. ‘But 
they were disappointed; and then it was that the murmur of 
discontent was heard, not -niy in New York, but across Ver- 
mont. A warlike spirit prevailed, not for the purpose of dis- 
regarding the laws, but to. redress the insults and aggressions 10 


fit to call upon. them to guard and protect their frontier, they 
wonld cheerfuliy have obeyed the call, and not a word of com- 
plaint would have been heard trom any one. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts has questioned the pa- 
tretism of the citizens of Vermont.. He said he did not know 


how our militia wero organized, how disciplined, nor how far 
they might be relied upon. ‘This comes with an ill grace from 
thée.gentleman from Massachusetts... He might have known onr 
organization and discipline by simply consulting the history.of 
the fields of Saratoga, Bennington, Plattsburg, Ticonderoga and 
‘Crown Posnt,aind of the whole period of the late war. He: 
would have learned there that two regiments of Vermont mili- 

tia were raised, who served throughout the war. I can (ell 

him still farther, that never yet did a British flag float over any ` 
section of Vermont, and rettirn to its original abode. He would 
gcorn to draw any invidious comparisons, but he would say he 
i ee the gentleman could not say. as much for his own 

tate. 

The resolutioùs of the Legislature of Massachusetts, and the 
military demonstrations at Castine, during the Jate war, have 
become portions the history, and will not socn be. forgotten. 
When their country required their services, when have the 
Vermont militia refused them? No, giv: history hasa bright 
page in which are recorded the deeds of the Green Mountain 
Boys, 

One other point ho would refer to, and he ‘regretted that the 
advanced hour of.the evening forbade his replying more fully 
than he should to the insinuations cast upon Vermont. The 
gentleman from Maine (Mr. Evans] had said that the grand ju- 
ry, at their late session at Windsor, did not find indictments 
against Drs. Nelson and Coti and other of the Canadian refu- 
gees, and insinuated that they had been derelict in their duty. 
This was agrave charge, and should not be tade here,.in the 
face of the nation, without the most plenary and satisfactory 
proof of the fact? ‘Did the gentleman inform us what was the 
testimony before that jury? Did he know himself? Does he 
mean to aay they Were guilty of perjury or corruption? Mr. F. 
could scarcely repress his indignation; but this he would say, 
that the institutions of his Btate were as respectable, and the 
people of Vermont bowed to them with as much deference, as 
the people of any other State; he would not say 3% the people 
of the State of Maine. If those persons were not indicted, was 
| it nata fair presumption that the evidence before the jury was 
insufficient? The gentleman may have heard that it was eufi- 
cient; but let me tell him that. before he brings charges as se- 
rious as this, it washisduty to bring with them the facts upon 
which the charges were founded. 

The gentleman had made much parade about the dinner given 
to Dr. Nelson at Montpelier; and what of it? [Had not the citi- 
zens of Vermont, or any portion of them, a right to. give a dinner 
to any stranger travelling through their Stare? Was the cha- 
racter of the State to be reproached and stigmatised because a 
stranger had been greeted with a public dinner? Was this 
treason? Were not. similar dinners given elsewhere, without 
exciting the reproach of the Congress of the United States? 
Suppose Mr. Wexster or Mr. Chay was travelling through 
Vermont, had not the citizens of Vermont a right to feast them, 
if they pleased? Was there any breach of the laws in this? Did 
it require thet inerposition of the civil arm to arrest it} Wasa 
mere actof hospitality sufficient to justify a military police? 

As tothe toasts given on that occasion, had not those who 
gave the dinner a right to toast whom they pleased? And was 
this an evidence of a predisposition to violate the laws of their 
country? Mr. F. must say that he considered these aspersions 
unfounded, ungenerous and unjust. When had Vermont ever 
refused to do her duty? He would defy any gentleman to point 
to a single instance ia which she had failed. 

He had onty risen to defend the character of his State against 
theaspersions so urgenerously cast upon it, and nat for the pur- 
pose of making a speech. He had done. ee 

Mr. BRONSON said that after what had fallen Trom the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr; Rosgrtson,] and the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Prercrer,]he felt it-due to himeelfto ex- 
plain. Hehad been misunderstood entirely. Gentlemen had 
Charged him: with having advocated new and alarini g propo- 
sitiens, of urging the necessity of keeping up an armed Govern- 


district, and from other parts of the frontier, ‘to the same effect; 
but he had not said or intimated that the presence. of United 


Mr. HARRISON’S amendment was tien rejected; and the 


The following amendment: was taken up: - if 

That,from and after the passing of this act, all enlistments in 
the army of the United States shall be for five years, and that 
the monthly pay of non-commissioned officers and’ soldiers 
shall be as follows: to cach sergeant major, quartermaster ser- 
geant, and chief musician, seventeen dollars; to each first ser- 
geant ef a company, sixteen dollars; to all other sergeants, thir- 
teen dollars; to each artificer, eleven dollars; to each corporal, 
nine dollars; and to each musician and private soldier, seven 
dollars. i 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend it by giving the soldiers 


twenty-five cents aday extra when at work on roads, é&c.: lost. 


Mr. CUSHMAN moved to strike out “seven,” and insert 
“eight,” as the pay of the “musiciana and private soldiers.” 

Mr. MéKAY said the pay of the privates had been increased 
of late pe EN. five to seven dollars, 

Mr. CUSHMAN did not consider seven dollars to be enough. 

Mr. C’s amendment was agreed to, and the original amend. 
ment was agreed to, and the original amendment as amended 
also, 5 UOR KES 
Some further, amendments. were acted on, when the com- 
mittee roge for want of a quoruin voting. ‘ haa 

‘Mr. BRIGGS: moved an adjournment: lost, 54 ‘to 67; and a 
quorum being present, the Hovag again went into committee. 

The following proposed. section was stricken out: 

Suc. 27. And de it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and heis hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to allow 
and pay to the. district paymasters of the army, who have or 
may be employed in making payments to the militia and 


‘volunteers ordered into the service cl the United States, a 


commieeion on the sums respectively paid by them, not ex- 
ceeding one por cent. upon the amounts. _ 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved the following amendment, sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. Wisk, but it was disagrecd to. 

strike out sections 2d, 4th, Sth, 7th, 8th, 9th, 11th, and 13th. 

Amendments to the Committee’s amendments. - 

Strike out all after the words “extra pay” in Gh line of 
section 3}. : 

Strike out section 35. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Commiitee rose and reported 
the bill and amendments, mem. dis. f 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the billas amended, was ordered 


to be printed. : 
A TREASURY BUILDING., 

The SPEAKER laid bebore the Housa the following message, 
received in the course of the day from the President of the 
United States: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

in compliance witha resolution passed by the House of Re 
presentatives, on the 23d instant, in ‘respect to the new Trea- 
sury Building, | submit the enclosed report from the Commis- 
sioner, charged with a general superintendence of the work, 
and whieh, with the decuments annexed, is believed to contain 
all the information desired. 

Jung 28, 1838, (Signed) M. VAN BUREN. 

On motion of Mr. A. H, SHEPPERD, referred to the Com- 
miitee on the Public Buildings. : 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a.statement of the 
amount of public expenditures for the last year; which, on 
motion of Mr. Bricos, was laid on the table. g 

Mr. WORD, on leave, presented a petition; which was re- 
ferred te the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion, at 9 o’clock, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 


IN. SENATE, 
EEA Tuounspay, June 27,, 1838. i 
Mr. NICHOLAS presented sundry tables connected with the 
bill reported by him the other day from the Committee on Fi- 
nance to classify ihe clerks ia the Executive Departments and 
Bureaus; which were laid on the table; ant ordered to be 
printed, : ; 


{On motion of Mr. FULTON, from the. Committee on Public 
Lands, Charles Gordoh was authorized to make certain additions 
tothe maps of the public lands. 

The bilte divide the State of Delaware into-1wo collection 
distriots, was read.a:third time, and passed. o o- 

On motion of Mr.. TIPTON, the Seviate resolved to insist ia 
the non-concurrence. with the amendmehts of thé House to the 
bill making sppropriations for certain. roada in Wisconsin, and 
to ask the House to consentto.a committee of conference on the 
subject. : ae 

‘On. motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, the. bill_to authorize vessels 
‘hound to.portsin Mexicu, and turned off ty the blockading 
aquadron to enter and secure their cargoes was taken up, and 
considered, and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

Ou motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill supplementary to the 
act-entivied an ‘act to establish branches of the Mint.of the Uni- 
ted. States, approved the 3d of Marsh, 1835, was taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole , and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. . 

The Senate took up the joint resolntion of the House of Re- 
presentatives for the appointment of a jofat committee to take 
Into consideration, and report atthe next session of Congress, 
uponthe expediency of requiring the commissioners for taking 
the next census to make detailed statements of the commerce, 
agriculture, and manufactures of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend it, by requiring the commis- 
sioners to inclade in their statements the quantity and valuo of 
stock in the United States. 

-On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was then laid on the table till 
w- marrow. 

Mr. KING, from the Committees on Commerce, to which had 
been referred the joint resolution from the House of Represen- 
fatives, authorizing the President of the United States to cause 
certain surveys to be made, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 

The resolution was then taken up, and considered as in Com- 
mittee. of the Whole, anit the amendment being agreed to, tt wis 
ordered wa third reading, 

On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took up ihe bilt 
introduced by bhim, making fart er provision for tha collec: 
tion of the public revenue, the question being on the amend- 
ment or substitute, offered by Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Mr CLAY of Alabama offered an amendment to the amend. 
ment to prevent the banks from discounting upon, or otherwise 
va.ng the money that may be placed with them upon special 
deposite, or otherwise using thesume; which was agreed to. 

Tr, CALHOUN rose, and addressed the Senate at length, 
in pppoe to the amendment and the bill, 

č BUCHANAN followed in reply, and the debate was 
further continued by Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, STRANGE, 
BUCHANAN, and CALHOUN, (o be given hereafter; atter 
Which, 

"Un motion by Mr, WEBSTER, the bilt and amendments were 
Jaid on the table until to-morrow; and 

The bill to pnrehaso the right to use the vapor bath, Invented 
by Dr. Boyd eitty, in the army and wavy of the United states, 
Was iakon ap and considered as ia Committee of the Wnoln, 

Mr, LINN explained the object of the bill, which was, that 
the Government should purchase the right to use this Invention 
in the army andnavy ofthe United States. The machine had 
been reported on favorusly by all the medical mon who had ex- 
amined into ita usefuluess, Tt was, in his opinion, a very great 
desidoraumn to tho Arny and navy, having proved ko ominently 
useful in the romovalof almoat overy species of cuumouus dis- 
ease, rheumnatisn, de, co which ‘sailors and doldicns were sub- 
ject. Mr. da. said he spokeot it asa medical man, and would 
pronounce it one ofthe very boat mi wainer {n the land for the 

~ prepese for whieh i was intended, Ho desired that every man 
who go auctesstully added to the means of retisviny the indrmi- 
lies of humanity, should receive the patronage of the Govern- 
ment. Ho was well aware that the present embarrassed state 
of the Treasury Hight operato ngaingt the passage of the bil; but 
shoulda measure oC aieh interest. co the poor ufllicted soldier 
avd sailor beloscon tiat accoun? ie trusted not, While up, 
ha would atata that this Invention had received the xancuon of 
almost every army and navy dargean; had received the sanc- 
tion of the Faculty m Piris aid of all the medical gendemen 
who from dme to dmo, had been honored with seats in the 
Renata, . 4 

The question was then taken on ordering tho bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, aml lost—yoas 15, nays 20, as fol 

ows: 

; YEAR—Mesers. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Critemten, Fub 
ton, Grundy, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, MoKean,, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Sevier, nnd mwitt—15. 

NAYS--Mesars. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicholas, Nites, Norvell, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trover, Wall, White, 
Williama, Wright, aid Young--20, 7 

The billto repeatin part the act entitled an act to provide 
for the safe kecping of the acta, records, and seal of the United 
States, and for other purposes, was taken up and considered as 
in Commnittes of the Whole; and . ' 

After a brief explanation from Mr. GRUNDY, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, 

The bill for the relief of the. legal representatives of Captain 
Wiliam Williams, late of the State of North Carolina, du- 
ceased, wastaken upi and, after a debute; jada oo the table. 

The vill fer the relief of the heirs of Lieut: Col. Jotm Soppr, 
was discussed at Jengih by: Messrs: WHITE, PRENTISS, 
ROANG, RIVES, HUBBARD, and PIERCE; and on the 
question of engrossment, the hill was rejocted--yene Ly, nays 20. 

On motionofMr. TROTTER, the bill to establish a new land 
@istrict in the Stace of Missisissippi was taken up; and alter 
being explained and advocated by Mr. T. was ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading. : “ 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate went into the cen- 
sideration of Executive business; alter Which, 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` ~Fripay, June 29, 1838.. ; 
OHNZON of Virginia, on léave, submitted the. follow- 


Mr. 


ing ri 
expediency of reporting a bill to continu: in 
phe atthe close of the present ses- 
Ethe first gession of the next Cangress: 

ive the tiles of said laws which shall 


GARLAND of Vitginia said it would be useless to refer 


the Committee on the Judiciary be inatructed ` 


the subject to the Committee on the Judiciary, aè that commit- 
tee had already as-much business as they could attend to, 


Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved 10 insert the “Commit- | 


teé on Revisa! and Unfinished Business,” which Mr. JOHNSON 


~ accepting, the resolution, so modified, was agreed to. 


‘On motion of Mr, HAYNES, the resolution submited by 
him some time since in relation to the public lands, was order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. NAYLOR, from the Committee on Manufactures, re- 
ported a-bill imposing & duty on starch. a i 

Mr. HAMER, on leavo, submited. thé following resolution: 

Resolved, That thé. Committee of Ways and Means be in: 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing. for the 
payment of the certificates of deposite to the amount of seven 
hundred dollars, issued by the Treasury Department on the 8th 
of September, 1836, to Lewis S. Craig, and which. have been 
issued by him tothe Commercial Bank of Cincinnati. 

Mr. H. stated that the certificates were not transferrable, ex- 
cept by authority of special legislation. 

he resolution was then agceed to. 


DISTRICT BUSINESS. 

On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, by general consent, the House 
toak up sundry bills relating to the District of Columbia, as 
follows; 

‘The bill to extend the charter of the Bank of Alexandria, m 
the District of Columbia, and che same was ordered to a third 
reading, and then read a third Gime, and passed. 

Algo, the bill for the relief of the heire of Lewis Grant Da- 
videon, of Georgewown; which was read a third time, and 
passed, 

l The bill for the erection of a court-houge in Alexandria, was 
taken up, the amendments concurred in, and the bill, as amend- 
ed, ordered wa third reading, read a third time, aad passed. 

The bill making an appropriation for the support of the poni- 
tentiary in the District of Columbia, was also taken up, the 
amendment concurred jn, and the bill passed. 

The amendments to the dill to provide Jor the censtruction of 
a free bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, were 
severally concurred in, and the bill passed. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee on Commeres, 
reported back the bill establishing certain collection districts, 
and creating porta of entry therein, 

Mr. CHAPMAN, trom the Committes on the Publie Lands, 
reposted, without amendment, Senate bill to authorize the 
issuing of patents to certain reservations under the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Creek Indians, of the Mih of March, 
1832, and moved ita third reading; which, alter some remarks 
from Messrs. KE. WHITTLESEY, EVERETT, CHAPMAN, 
and LEWIS, was agreed to, and the aame was read a third 
time, and peal 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved the House to take up the resolu- 
tions anbmited by him on the 25th instant, calling for certain 
information in relation to the public landa, (as printed in the 
Globo of that night; | but it war wbjected to. 

Mr. ADATAS agam continued his remarks on the subject of 
Texas till tho hour was expired. 

Mr. SINELD 3 asked the Houte fo set apart to-morrow from 
half paut four to the Tennessee land bill, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, objected, for the bill 
would occnpy more time thin the Howa could spare to it this 
vonsion, for it proposed to relinquish the tine to all the United 
Stated kinda in the Stute of Tennessce. 

Mr. SHVELDS atated that such was not the fact, and he moved 
aauspedaion of the cules, and called for the yeas and pays, but 
the Mouse refusing, the question wag takeu by tellers, the rules 
suapendad, 95 to 96, and the mation agreed to. : 

Atter gume conyeraatian as to tho order of business, between 
Morsen, CAMBRELENG and B. WHETTLESEY, on motion 
of Mr. C. the House agreed to tako up the army bill. 


STEAM ACCIDENTS. 

Mr, SERGEANT, on leave, submitted the foliowing resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Phat the Reeretary of the Treasury bo requested 
to collect and report to Congress, on the first day of the next 
scaston, ab the miornnation that can be obtained aa to the use 
ofsteam engines in the United States, ava the accidenta and 
loss of life or property which has accended their usé; and espe 
wally that he ascertain and report: 

1, The whole number of steam vngines in the United States, 
and by whom they were constructed, where they are used, how 
lobg they have beon used, their capacity aud power reapec- 
tively, and the purposes or uses to Which applied, and wheter 
high or lew pressare 

3. ‘The exploaionn or other disasters which have happened 
to such engines, when and where, with ax many of the circum: 
slances attending the same ax can be collected, 

3. ‘The causes, as far as they can be aecertained, of such ex- 
plosions, or other disasters. | 

4. The joss of lite or property, or injury to persona or pro- 
perty, Which hag ensued in each case, distinguehiog the mode 
of injury, by burning, scalding, wounding, drowning, or oiher- 
wise 

6, The disasters to steamboats, when, where, asd how thoy 
have occurred, by explosion, collision, fire, or otherwise; the 
size, capacity, or burthen of the boats; their age, and where 
and by whom built. 

6. How such steamboats were manned, and whether intoxi- 
cating liquor was served eat te, or permitted w he used by, tbe 
hands and persons employed on uwani the same. 

7. The names of the owners and masters or commanders of 
the boats to which such disasters have happened, and of the 
officers and crews thereof. 

S: Th case of buats to which no disasters have ha pened, the 
burthen and eize of the same; when, where, and by whom’ 
pail; and the names of the Owners and masters, or comman- 
ders and engineers. — N 

9. Any auch other informationas may seem to him material. 

Me DAVES called up the amendmunt to the rules, submitted 
by him yesterday, to t © effect that all bilis passing one House 
and notacted upan in the other at the end ofa session, ahonld 
take their place on the calencers as Ifa mere adjournment only 
had taken place, after the firat six daya of the session. Mr. D. 
having made a verbal modification to the resolution, it was then 
agreed 10, i ` 

Mr. CUSHMAN made an ineffectual attempt to report back 
the lighthouse bili. è 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, a committee of conference on the 
part of the House, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill making appropriations for the construction of. 
cettain roads in Wisconsin, was appointed: == ~ : 


ae 
_ Mr. BIDI 
the Commi 


the right to act, as if no overture had been made, 3 i 
Mr. HOWARD begged to eettle a preliminary question with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania before replying to the inter- 


rogatory. He wished to know whether it was put as a matter 
of tight, or of courtesy. 

Mr. BIDDLE said entirely of courteay. 

Mr. HOWARDsaid that he might have felt it to bea duty to 
resista claim of right; but would answer the question with great 
pleasure as it now stood, The gentleman trom Pennsylvania 


musthe aware that the aspect of our reladons with Mexico had ~~ 


been changed more than.once since the commencement of the sea- 
sion, Tt was chacged by the, official communication of the de: - 
cree of the Government of Mexico, upon the subject of an arbis ~- 
tration of the matters in dispute between the two nations, 
which decree was not. before the President when he sent his 
opening message. i was changed again by a proposiuon 
founded upon that decree to appoint an urbiter, which had been 
accepted by the President. Now, although the gentleman from 
Penney! vania was. perfectly right: in saying that the President 
had expressly refused to withdraw the subject from Congress, 

in whose charge he had placed it, yet it would occur to him, 
that if a convention were to be executed between the two Go- 
yernments, appointing an arbiter, the question before Congress 
would be essentially varied, According tothe bestor his (Mr 
HW») information, the Mexican Minister was found not to be -- 
in possession of the n essary powers for the execution of such 

a convention, and was obliged to apply to his Governmit for 
additional powers, The answer of Mexico to this demand wase 
not known to the Government of the United States. The Mexi- 
eau Minister had not been in Washington during the whole 
winter, and it was time that we should know whether Mexico- 
intended jo proceed in this matter or not, 

As far as his individual opinion went, he (Mr. 1] thought still 
as he had always thoughtsince his. avtention had been directed 
to our relations with Mexico, that we should never Lave justice 
done to our Government or people, until we manifested a dete 
mination to enforce-it; and we moreover thouzht that the. rece 
movement by Mexico, was only intended to baffle the proceed- 
ings of Congress, by holding outa prospect of aunicable settle- 
ment, which he fared would prove illusory, Of the opinion 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he hadno right to speak; 
but they would soon be olliged to consider the question, whe- 
ther the continued delay of Mexico in clothing her Minister ~~ 
with the necessary power to execute a conventien, ought or 
ought rot to be considered aa evidence of her ind sposition to 
prosecute the arbitration. 

Botore the session of Congress terminated, he hoped the com- 
mittee would express their opinion upon this point. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Then we may anticipate a, report from the 
committee, ` 

Mr. HOWARD. Certainly. 

‘The conversation then dropped. 

, ARMY BILL. 

The House then took up the “bill to increase the present 
military establishment of the United States, and for other pur- 
poes,” reported last night from the Committee of the Whole, 
with amendments; and the question was on concurring therein. 

‘The first amendment was the following substitute for the: firat 
section of the Sénate’s bill: 3 

“Ehat there shall be added to each of the four regiments of 
artillery, one company, to be organized in the same manner aa 
authorized by existing Jaws, with the exceptions heréafier 
mentioned; that there be added to every company of artillery 
sixteen privates, and to every company of infaitry óne ser- 
geant and thirty-eight privates, and that the number of second 
lieutenants of a company of artillery be reduced:to onè, and 
that this reduction be so made, in connection with the appoint. 
ment of officers to the four additional companies authorized zs 
atorcsaid, and the transfer to the ordriance department hereafter 
directed, that all the present second lieutenants sheli be re- 
tained in eervice; and there shalt be raised and organized, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, one.regiment 
of infantry, to he composed of the same number and rank of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, masicians, and privates, 
composing the regiments of infantry now in the servite of the 
United States, who shall teceive the same pay and allowances 
aut be subject to the same roles and regulations which now 
Seely t other regiments of infantry, as provided for in this 

cl. 

_ My. HARRISON moved to strike out the. word “infantry,” 

in the 32d line, and insert, In tien thereof, the word “riflemen.” 

and warmly advocated that proposition. ; A 
After some discussion, in which Mesers, HAYNES, POPE, 


FILLMORE, GLASBCOCK,. THOM PSON, and COLES, parti. 

cipated, the amendment was disagreed to—ayea 56, noés not / 

counted, i : cat 2 
Mr. BRIGGS. moved to strike out all afte sep. 

vita inthe Ing all after the word ‘ser. 
Mr. MILLER, of Missouri, asked for t Fy 

this mation, which were ordered, te yeartid nays on 
Mr. PE'PRIBIN’ gave the reteons which wõuld ini i 

to Ypie Tor an increase of thë miusketry, on acount Macr am 


prehension of hostilities; bathe should oppose both 


aug 


mentation of the dümbërof ofcérs and of their salati £; and if 


5 pone 


those propositions. were engrafted on the bill, he should be com- 
pelied td vote against italtogether. Mr. P. said, in substance, 
that, representing, as jie did, a conatituency opposed to esta. 
i ng Asiaing army iviime of peace, it behooved him 
beiefly losile he votes he should give oi che. 
wuendmenis offered to, tke bit then before the House. | AL. 
tough is constituea.s were opposed to a standing army, in 
time of peace, they were always ready and willing to enable the 
Government to de fund the distant and Weaker parts of the fron- 
der when threatencd by hostile invasion, as ‘was the case at pre- 
sent on the Western and Southwestern frontier of the States. of 
Arkansas, Missouri, and Louisiana; but they were opposed to 
creasing a large number of ungecessary officers, and they were 
opposed to raising the salaries of officers whose salaries were al- 
ready quite large enough topay them well for all the services 
they rendered to the country. >, 

He wouid vote for the first-gection of the bill, filling up the 
skeleton.of the present army, and also. for the additional yegi- 
ment proposed to be raised for the defence of the Northern fron: 
tier, believing that the present exigencies of the country re. 
quired this addition to the regular army, and which added but 


a smali number to the officersalieady in commission, under the . 


present army establishment; but he should not vote for the 
nunendinunts increasing the number of officers in the staff and 
other departments, nor would he vote to increase thé salaries of 
Officers who lounged about the cities, already enjoying very 
high salaries, mich larger in proportion than those who did duty 
ja the Anny, and esduredthe hardships of field and fort. If 
those amendments should be adopted, he should be compelled 
t vote against che whole Lill, Af this late period of theses 
sion, time was precious, and he should close, having given all’ 
the views necessary to defend him fromthe charge of inconsis- 
tency in voung as he should do on’this bin. . 

My. MASON of Ohio addressed the. House at length in oppo- 
sition tothe bill, as unnecessary. and uncalled for, since there 
were no real grounds of war; and if there were, our present 
force waa ample’ to repress them at the, outset, though he 
avowed himscit desirous and willing to do all that was proper 
for the. protection of the western frontier. The fault there, he 
contenced, Jay with our own peoples and he went on to iusist 
chat the Judians were the oppressed party, etc. 

Tr. CRARY could not ad 


was necessa- 
ry; though he was anxious to keep it within bounds, | ; 

Mr. MILLER then moved a call of the House, as the attend- 
ance was very (pin, but it was ineffectual, ; i 

The question wra then taken on Me, Breiags’'s amendnient 
and it was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 96, naya 88. _ 

So the clause for the additional regiment of infantry was non 
concurred in by (he Louse. 

Phe question then recurring on the amendment as thus 
amended. k.s 

ale GARLAND of Louisiana asked for the yeas and nays 


i 


thereon, but they were refused, and the amendment was agrecd 


‘The vexc amendment was't 
irom the second section, which was agreed to: i 

Provided, ‘That no officer of the said corps shall be employ- 
epin any service tor any State or company. for which ‘he shall 
receive avy Compensation, except his pay from the United 
States, 3 i 

The amendment to the 7th section to strike out “four? and 
insert “two,” Assistant Adjutants General was also concurred. 

Some‘other verbal amendments were also concurred in: 

The House took itsdaily recess. : 


lownhout a division. A $ $ 
tu strike ont the following proviso 


panana 


EVENING SESSION. ` 

The House convened again, according to’ order, at- half past 

three o’clock, and resumed the consideration of the : 
ARMY BILL. ` 

The question pending, being on an amendment to the thir 
teenjh section, by a transfer of lieutenants inatead of the ap- 
pointent of new ones, 

It was discussed for some time by Messrs. THOMPSON, 
YELL, McKAY, KEMBLE, ADAMS, UNDERWOOD, 
COLES, EVANS, GRENNELI, BIDDLE, RANDOLPH, and 
CALHOUN of Massachusetts, when it was verbally modified 
on motion of. Mr. Apams, and then concurred in. ' ‘ 

Some ether amendments having been also concurred in, the 
House proceeded to considet the following substitute of the 16th 
sestion, — - j shige 

Bec. 16. That, from and after the passing of this act, all en- 
Histments in the army of the United. States shall be for five 
years, and that the monthly pay of non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers shall be ag follows: to each sergeant major, duar- 
carmasier sergeant, and chief musician, seventeen ‘dollars; to 
erch first sergeant of a company, sixteen dollars, toall other 
sergeants, thirtcen dollars; to each artificer, eleven dollars; to 
each:corporal, nine dollars; and toeach musician and private 
soldier, eight dollars, i 

The Committees on Military Affaire had recommended “seven 
dollars” asthe pay of the “masician and private soldier,” bat 
it had been augmented to. “eight” “by the Committee of the 
Whole, on motion of Mr. CUSHMAN. ee 

Mr. McKAY moved to restore it to“seven.” a 

Mr. CUSHMAN advocated the larger sum, and it waa retain- 
ed by the House. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN renewed the following amendment to this 
section: 

“Andan additional allowance of twenty-five cents: shall be 
‘paid to each private soldier, for each day he shall, be employed 
in makine military roada or- building forts; a regular:tolt-of 
# uch days works. 


ibe kept by the commanding oficer of 


GRESSIONAL GLOBI 


employed; which 
rerreral master pay roiti? 

hisamendment, and it was opposed 
TERCER, wheas dis, PETRUSIN modified it by sub- 
fifteen cents. 2 


each company or datachment of men thus 
shall be attached to the 

Mr P. briefly adv: 
by Mr. 
stitutins 


: : sh Look 
Mr, MASON of Ohio, in view of the increase of the soldier’s 


pay to eight dollars a month, and of hig otber bounties, did not 
deem this amendment atall necessary. bis aha 
After some further . remarks. from - Messrs. KEMBLE, 


© EVANS, and MERCER, the amendment was rejected. 


Mr REED moved to‘inciude the “marines” in the increased 
pay of “eight” dollarsa month. - . Pa 

fr. COLES objected to it on the ground ot incongruity, for 
they ‘might then as well provide forthe sailors, 9° ouw 

The amendment was rejected without a division , i 

Mr. CHILDS moved that $2 a month of the soldier’s pay. b 
rotained till he tett the service; which Was agreed to, . 

The clause, as amended, was.then concurred in ` 
WQMr. EVERETT then moveda reconsideration of the vote by 
which the House had non-concurred in the substitute of the first 
section of the bill see morning's proceedings.) 

Mr.. BRONSON and Mr. UNDERWOOD simultaneously 
asked for the yeas and hays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 103, nays 81, Ae g 

. , So the vote was reconsidered. - : 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to roconsider the vote by which 
the following clause wasstriken from thai substitute. 

“And there shail be raised and organized, under the direction 


of the President ofthe United States, one regiment of infantry, . 


to be composed uf the same number and rank of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, composing 
the regiments of infantry now in the service of the United States, 
who shall receivethe samo pay and allowances, and be subject 
to thesaime rules and regulations which now apply to other re- 
giments of injaritry, as provided tor in this act.” y 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved -a val of the 
House: lost. ` é f 

Mr. W. then asked for the 
motion which were ordered, 

Mr. FILLMORE explained that hehad voted for the rocon- 
sideration, but he should yote against the proposed substitute, 
ifuhis clause should be engrafied upon it, i 

Mr, EWING stated that he had it from officers of the army, 
that no increase wasaat atl needed, or asked for, except by those 
about the precincts of the White House. a 

The question was then taken, and the vote was reconsidered 
:—yeas LOnays 9], and. the question recurred npon themotion 
originally prevailing to strike this clause from the section, 

Mr. MERCER gave notice of an amendment'he should move 
when in order, to reduce a regiment of cavalry to infantry, 


yeas and nays on My. Evrrerr’s 


After some remarks from’ Messrs: BRIGGS, MERCER, and’ | 


REED against the proposed. amendment, and. by’ Messrs. 
EVANS and CUSHING, (both gentleman most warmly in fa- 
vor of it,) and Mr. BRONSON, when. 

Mr BRIGGS called for the. yeaa and 
dered; and were—yeas 95, naya 104. 

So.the House refused to suike out the clause. À 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved a proviso to the clause, that not 
more than one-half the ‘commissioned officers should be ap- 
pointed from the graduates at West Point: lost. 

Ataendments were albo moved Ly Messrs. MERCER and 
EVANS, which were disagreed 10. : A 

Mr. GARLANDof Louisiana moved a provisa, thar all the 
officers required for the additional regiment, above the rank of 
lieutenant, should be taken from those now attachéd to the 
army; and ater some remarks from Messrs. GARLAND, UN- 
DERWOOD, GLASCOCK, and McK AY, 

Mr. G. asked for the yeas and nays, but they were refused; 
and the amendment was rejected—ayes 60, noes 89, a 

Mr. BOND moved an adjournment: Jost. 

The amendment of the Gommittee of the Whole, 
ed, was agreed to. i 

The following substitute 
without a division. . 

SEC. 17, And be it further enacted, That the fifth section 
of the aforesaid last mentioned act shall be, an the same here- 
by is, repealed; and that the premium. to officers for enlisting 
recruits, and the bounty to recruits, shall hereafier. bethe same 
as before the passage of thatacti but the payment of one-half 
the bounty shall he deferred until. the recruit shall have joined 
“the corps in which he is to serve, , 

The amendment tothe 19th section, making it the duty of 
the chaplain to perform the duties af schoolmaster, ‘waa con- 


nays, which wero er- 


as amend: 


for the 17th section was agreed 10, 


curred in, ae E $ : i 
The following addttional sections reported by the Committee 


- of the Whole, were then taken up. : 


Sno. 25. And be it further eaacted, That hereafter the officere 
of the pay and medical departinents of the army shall receive 
the pay and ernolumente of officers of cavalry, of the same 
grades respectively, according to which they are now paid by 
existing laws. : Ges S i 

After some conversation between. Messrs, CARTER, 
THOMPSON, and McKAY. Mr. C. moved to reduce the pay, 
by striking out the words “ of officers of cavalry, of the same 
grades respectively,” and made some remarks in favor of his 
motion, and generally against any increase of staf pay. ` 

Mr. MALLORY replied, and said the medical oficers were 
the worst paid in the army, 

The amendment was rejected, anid the section concurred. » ’ 

Suc. 26. And be tt further enacted, That when volunteers 
„or militia are called into the ‘service of the United States, so 
that the pay masters authorized by law shall not be deemed suf- 
ficient to enable them to pay the troops with.proper punctuali- 
ty, it shallbe Jawful for the President to appoint.as many addi- 
tional paymastersas he shail deem necessary, who shall per- 
form the same duty, give the same bond, be subject to the-came 
liability, and receive the same pay and emoluments, as are now 


‘provided for paymasters. of the army: Provided, however, 


That the numberko appointed shall not exceed one forevery two 
regiments of militia or volunteere: And provided, ulso, That 
the persons so appointed shall continue in service only so long 
- as their services ave required to pay militia and volunteers. 
Bec, 28. And be tt further enacted, That the.compensation 
hereafter to be allowed to such ordnance storekespers ag -shall 


. be designated. as. paymasters, shall not exceed the pay and 


emoluments of a captain ef ordnance. WES : 
Sec. 29, And be it further. enacted, That it shall be “the 
duty: of the engineer superintending the construction ofa forti- 


fication, or -engaged abour the execution of any other public ` 


work, to disburse the moneys.applicable to.thesarte; ahd as'a 
“compensation therefor, may be allowed: by. the: Secretary ‘of 


| 


10. doll 
} šnce of such disbursements 


‘tant amendments to offer. 


{ 


War at the. rate of 1 


amount of emolument shall hor exce 
disbursed. t. Ta Se : 
Suc. 30. And be tt furth 


creased to eight 
Sec 8l. 


cer.of his Company, barailen, orregiment, a certificate that he: 


“pay,” in the fith Une of this section: lost. 

Mx. CHILDS moved to strike out’all the provision giving 
land, and insert in lien, “one hundred dollars: lost... 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 6th line, by making it read 
officer or soldier * who shalt serve,” instead of“ who shal) have 
served;”? which was agreed to, i i EITS H AT 

Subsequently, Mr. KEMBLE moved. a reconsideration of 
this amendment; but the House refused to assent’ to. the : 
morion, A ; es oa hg X 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to insert-dfier the word -“Jand,?. 
in the’ 9th line, the words “ fit for cultivation,” so-as nothe 
said, to make it a mere mockery: Jost... © © geese 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio moved to add'at the end of the 
section the words, “ which land shall be patented’ to the soldier 
or his heirs,” sọ asto exclude the assignees. under the existing ; 
laws. : ý f F : 

After some discussion between Messrs, WHITTLESEY, 
McKAY, POPE, and UNDERWOOD, this amendment was 
agreed to. A : see # M x 

Mr. MERCER moved a further addition; “and be notassignas , 
ble till patented: agreed to, sie Pair 

The section, as amended, was then agreed.to. A OSS: 

Seo. 32. And beit further enacted, That:so muth of the 
eleventh sectiog of the act oi the sixteenth March, eighteen hun- 
dred and'twa, and so. mueh ofthe fifth section of the act of the 
twelfth of April, eighteen hundrédand eight, as fix the. height of. 
anllsed men at five foot six inches, be, andthe same are hereby, 
repealed. ss. > ee ee noe ae ee 

Buc. 32, Aud bé it. further enacted, That the officers.ofthe 
army shall not be separated from their regiments and corps for., 
employment on. civil ‘works `of internal improvement, or’ be 


“Mr. MASON of Ohio moved-to strike out all after. the. word 


“allowed. to, erigage'in the service of incorporated companies; 


and no officer ofthe line of the army shall hereafter be.em Hoyed: 
as acting paymaster or disbursing’ agent for the Iodiah depart- 
mont, ji such extra «mployment require. that he be. separated 


` fiom his regiment or company, or otherwise interfere with the 


performance of the military duties proper: Provided, That 
where officers of the army are now employed on civil works or 
in the Indian or pay departments as contemplated in this sec- 
tion, they may be continued therein one year, unless the conves! 
nience of the service will admit of their withdrawal sooner. 

Bac. dd. And bé it further enacted, That the superinten: 
dentsof.the armories of Sprivgtield and Harper’s ferry shall 
hereatter receive each the sum of fifteen hundred. dollars, and 
rations, fuel, and quarters, as at present authorized; aud that the 
master armorers of the’same shall. each receive: the sum of 
twelve hundred dollars, and fae) and quarters asat presentau,- 
thorized; and that the aforesaid sums ‘and allowances: tothe of” 
ficers aforesaid shall be in. fall: compensation for ther services 
reapectively. ` etl ee A BR ati ne ag a ae 

Sep: 35. And be tt further enacted, That: the President Be 
and he is hereby authorized, by and-with the advice'and'con: 
sent of the Senate, toappoint seven additional surgeons; and that 
the officers whose appointment is authorized in this section, 
shallreceive the pay and allowances. of officers of the same 
grades respectively. ` , 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the last section, by limiting the 
period of the additional regiment authorized under the first sec- 
tion, to two years: lest. ~ i 

Mr. THOMPSON then submitted an arhendment to the 15th. 
section, extending the principle of the rations to the officers of 
tee marine corps, as well as the army. . yea as 

“Mr. CRAIG then rose and said, that being persuaded the bill. 
was in as good a shape as it could be made, he therefore de- 
manded the previous question. 3 

Mr. THOMPSON and Mr. RIVES’ made earnest appeals to: 

Mr. C. to withdraw that motion, each stating they had impor: 


Mr. CRAIG withdrew the motion, and 
Mr. ROON renewed it, : - ` pik 
Mr. RENCHER moved an adjournment: lost... -~ : 
Mr, HOFFMAN begged the gentleman from Indiana to with- 

draw the motion, to enable him to subtnit an additional section, 

‘of great importance to the service. ; 


Mr. BOON didnot withdraw the motion, and the Hotise se. 
conded it, being counted off by tellers—ayes 92, noes 61; and the 
main question having been ordered, a ee 


Mr. GRANT and Mr. MONTGOMERY -simiiltaneously, 


, called for thé yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were. 


‘Vail, Wagener; -We 


~ Mhittlesey; Jar 
ad: Yell =207.2: pS R ogi ae : 
NAYS Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ayctigg, 
Beh; Baad, Briggs; Bynum, Wiliam B. Calhoun, William 
Campbell, Carer, Chambers,- Cheatham, Childs, Connor, Cor- 
win, Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore; 
Goole, James Graham, Wilian Graham; Gri a; Harlan, 
Hastings, Hawes. Homy, Hoffman, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
John W. Jones, Leadbeuer, Lewis, Marvin, Samson. Mason, 
. Maxwell, MoKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Moatgomery, 
Calvary Morris, Murray, Ozle, Peck, Petrikin, Pope, Potte, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reacher, Ridgway, Joha -Robert- 
gon, Rumsey, Russell, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Chas. 
Shepard, sibley, Slate, Stanly, Stone, Stranon, Taliaferro, 
Thompson. Tilin shast, Vaeewend. Thn White, Biisin Whit 
eey, 3 nianma Sherrod Willia istophe A 
Willams, Wor h, ani Yorke—77, 1a, Ghrisapher: H 
Bo the amendments were ordered tobe engrossed, and thé bill 
read a third time to-morrow, 
On motion, at 9-o'clock, p, m. 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay. June 29, 1938. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Comimitier on Commerce, reported 
a bill making appropriations for sundry light-houses, buoys, 
etc; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT presenied ceriain tables, showing the expendi- 
tures oi the Government from its commencement to the year 
1997; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed; 
and 

On motion of Mr. WRIGITT, two thousand extra copies were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, to which 
the subject wag referred bya resolution of the Benate, reported 
a bill altowing compensation to certain agonia and atiorneya of 
persons in whose favor awards have been made under the reve- 
ral eanes with foreign powers: read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr, KING, and by general consent, the bill was 
then read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 

Mr. DAVIS presented several petitions against the adintagion 
of Texas; which were laid on the table. 

Also, a petition praying for the abolition of slavery inthe Dis- 
trict of Columbia! qaestion of reception laid on the table, 

tbe following billy were soverally read the third time, and 
passed: 

The bill supplementary to the act ented an act for the esta- 
dlishment of branches of the United Biates Mint, approved 3d 
March, 1835, 


oe The bili wo allow vessels bound to ports in Mexico, and or 


dered off by tho blockading equadron, to entor and secure their 
cargoes, 

"Eno dil to repeal, in part, the act entitled an act to provide 
sr the safe-! ceping of the acts, records, and seal of the United 

tates, 
Thio bil! to creato an additional land district in Mississippi ; 
and ` 

‘t'he joint resolution authorizing the President of the United 
Brates to cause caciuin surveys to be made. 

The Senaty rook up the jolie resatution from the other onsa 
instituting’ joint committee of inquiry ag to the rig ye | of 
gò aking tie next cenaus as to. collect information in detail in 
rezard tothe agrtcultuye, commerce, and manufactures, of the 
Uried Sagon, ` : : 

Mr, REVIR gail it was a very novel mode of proceeding, 
that of apechtying tha manner of taking the consus ao much M 
advance; ke Would, therefore, move to lay ihe resolution on the 


table. ; 

Mr. BENTON suzgosted tò the Senator Teom Arkansaa to 
vary his motion to oue ran indefinite ponponoment site had 
no objedn to the principle contalued in the verolution; bat be 
objectad to the appointment of a committee torit during the re 
ceas to do thar which ‘could be done during the regular sey 


Rion 
Mr. BEVIER accordingly, moved to pontpone the resolution 
jad sfinielys which motion was adopted. ae 
Oo motim at Me BAYARD, rhe Commitee on the Distr 
of Columbia was siseharged from the further consideration of 
the memoria) efeundry eruzens of Washington for the improve: 
ment of Penvsy varia avente, coe 
On motion of Me, PRESTON, the bill for the relief of Gen, 
Roger Jones wag tiken up, and made the order of the day tor 
Lom orraw, , r ` 
Tne Senate rennen the further consideration of the bil In- 
troduced by Mr, WEBSTER making further provision. for the 
collection of the publie revenue, The question beiag on the 
amendment of Mr, BUCHANAN, 7 : 
Mr. WEBSTER adilresaod tbe Senate at length in favor of the 
bill, aml against the amendment. . a 
Mr. BUCHANAN replied atiength in favor of his amend 
meng afer which, f A min ; 
Me TALLMADGE made some observations in favor of the 
bill, and against ihe substitute, 
Mr. STRANGE, after some remarks, offered several amend- 
ents, ag follows: > : a 
Mist "Vo strike oui the word “nov? in the first line af the Da 
cond section, and rhe words “either” and “general” in the fourt h 
jing ofsaine section, so as to allow the Treasurer of the United 
Rtates to authorize the collectors and receivers to make special 
deposits of bank notes with the deposite banka for the tare of 
aixty days; at the ent of which they were to be converted inta 
B; 4 2 A 
EPa To strike out in the Idth and 5th line, Qd section, the, 
words © and for the payment of which the holders thereof 
may elect to receive bank notes. t g a 
z Requiring payments of the pablis rane to be made by 
fiicers of the Government, and not D s. 
a taking the. question, Mr: STRANGE'S first amendment 
was rejected, yeas 21, nays 26, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Bayant, Brown, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crivenden;’ Davis,” McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
_ Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Swin, T s Webatér, ani Whiter? 
NA A : ton, Bucha H 
ni pos on, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Lyon,,Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
th of Connecticut, Trotter, Wail, 


Calhoun, Clay 


dW... Williams, ‘Joseph L; Williams, © 
oF gsr eS -yeas 2, na 


‘The xetond amendment was then decided in the negative, 
a 24, as. folus: p idy 

YEAS~Mesers, Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay‘of Alabama, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Prenties, Roane, Smizth of Coanectcut, 
Strang», Trouer, Wall, Webster, Wrighs, aud Young— 2. 

NAYs~—~Mesare. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cwhbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, King, Knight, Merrick, 
Moaton N:cholag, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Rugelee, 
Sevier, Sownhard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Whe, and Wil- 

lama —24, N 

Aud the third amendment of Mr. STRANGE was also lost, 
yeas 19, nays 29, as follaws: 

YBAS—Meewrs. Aflen, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Pulion, Hubbard, King. Lumpsia, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Comecticut, Suange, 
Trouer, Wall, and Wright—19. 

NAY3—Mescra. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Critenden, Davie, Grundy, Knight, Lyon, McKean, 
Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins. Robiason, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Bouchard, Spence, Swilt, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Webater, White, Wilitams, and Young —29. 

Mr. STRANGE submited a fourth amendment, but with 
drew n on the decision of the first hree. 

Mr. NILES. after soma remarks in favor of the substicite, 
offivred an amemiment but wohdvew it at the suggestion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN. 

Ati anue remarks by Mr. RIVES in favor of tse bill and 
against che substitute, anil a reply by Mr. BUCHANAN, the 
question was taken on Mr. BUCHANAN’ s subatiiute, and h wae 
a 26, nays A, as folluws: ` 
aapa, Allen, Benton, Browa, Buchanan Clay af 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Pniton. Hubbard, King. Lion, Lampkin, 
Lyon, Mayon, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce. Roune, Robinson, Ne- 
vier, Smuh ot Connecticut, Sirange, Trotter, Wall, Wiliams, 
Wright, and Young—2b. 

NAYS~—Mensra Bayar, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clay. 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, Knight, MeKeun, Merrick, 
Norvell, Preasa, Preston, Rives, Robbing, Rageles, mih oF 
Indiana Routhand, Spence, Swin, Tallmadge, Tipion, Webster, 
and White-—t. 

The question waa then taken on the bill as amended, and it 
was rejected-—yeaa 21, naya <9, an follows: 

YGAS-— Movers, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Cath 
bert, Fulton, Habbard, King, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinaon, Sevier, Strange, Trouer, Wall, Wil 
liams, Wright, and Young—2t. 

NAYS—Masers. Allan, Bayard, Benton, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayten, Criuenden, Davie. Grundy. Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Rabbine, Ruggles, Smith ef t onnecticul, Smith ot Tudiana, 
Bouthard, Spence, Bwill, Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Webster, and 
White—28, 

Mr. WRIGIFT then gave notice that he would trnorrow ask 
Jeave to bring ina biil to modify the iast clause of the filth sec- 
tion of the deposite aet of t890, 

Tho Benate then adjourned. 


NOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Barervay, June 30, 1838, 

Me. ADAMS being eptitind to the Moor, on the Texas subject, 
yielded it fora moment ; 

Mr, CUSHMAN, who asked leave to report the lighthouse 
bill from the Committee on Cominerce. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected, unters alt the com. 
miters cout have a similar privilege. 

Mr. HARLAN begged the geneman to yield it far that pur- 
poge. 

t Mre. ADAMS would do so difit would not deprive him of bis 
vighito close, 

The CHAIR said ander che enle, if the gentieman yielded, 
aud the reports extended beyond the morniog hour, it would 
be equal to an absolute relioquishmient fier che day, 

Mr ADAMS then procecded. 

Mr. POTTER made an explanation of the action on the sub- 
jeet of Pexas in the Pama Legislature, where it was in: 
definitely postponed, [‘Phis was similar io the cauree tecom- 
mended by the Commitee on Porcign Afairs in the House of 
Reproxeuiatives, whieh Mr. ADAMS reviewing. } 

Mr, A. continued his remarks, and referred to tho natomers 
af two ladies ef Sonth Carolina on the subject of ery im the 
Bouth, and he appeateal co the delegation fom that State to 
affirm of dieaffivm them, č 

Mr. PICKENS rose and explained that au tho delegation 
from South Carolina kad been specially appeale! i, and ter 
fear their lence might be constoied into an aseni tothe wuh 
of the statements referred ta by tho geotieman trom Masya- 
chusetts, he would state that he bad seen them, and a grenier 
tissue of misrepresentatton and prejudice, as telated to the 
general operation ofelavery m the Routh, had never been puo 
niulgated. 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded will further on the subject of slavery, 
whan 

Mr. LEGARE wied the point af order, whether the discus. 
sion of this tapi pertinent to the question before the House, 

Mr. ELMORE hoped bia caleague would net press the 
poini but suffer the gentleman to yo on with bis insane rav- 


mes. N . i ; 
Tho CHAIR ruled the discassion in order, as showing the in- 
Auence or effec of the annexation of Texas. : 
Mr. ADAMS then proceeded tilt the orders of the day were 


ansounced. 
REGULATION OF DEBATE. 
Mr: NOY ER asked teave to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That, to the end of the present cession, na mem» 
per shall be a'iowed tospeak more than nñeen minutes at one 
time, und nat more than ence w the same quesiian, wirhoat 


leave ofthe Honse; and it shall be the ditty of the Speaker of 


the Houge, and the chairman of the committee, fo call the mem- 
ber to order who violawa this rule. 

Loud cries of “Agreed! atreed! followed the reading of this 
resolution, with a few objections. 

Mr. N. moved a auspession of die rules, 

Mr. LEGARE hoped the endeman would except the mem- 
pera of the Commitee on Foreign Affairs in replyive to the 
extraordinary speech of the geuceman from Massachusetis. 
(A laugh.) sie eae g 

Mr. GARLAND ot Lonisiana, on sa extraordinary a propo- 
sition, as he called it, asked for the yeas and nays; which were 


ordered. 
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Mr. ELMORE moved to lay the whole subject on the table; 

which was agreed to. i 
SMALL NOTE RESTRICTION. 

Mr. KILGORE moved to take up his-resolution for a suspen- 
sion of the five duilac restriction, stating that he had modified 
jiso asto jimi. the period to the 4th of March next. i 

Obdjection bing made, Mr. K. moved suspension of the 
rules for one hour, and called for the yeas and nays; which be- 
ing orderet— were 105, to 86: 

othe rules were nolsuspendced, - 

Mr. CUSHMAN made an ineffectual attempt to get a suspen 
sion of the rule, for the purpose of calitug the committees 
for reparis. à 

The SPEAKER taid before the House a communication from 
the secretary of the Treasury, tranamitting the information 
called fœ [by a resolation of Mr. Unpgrwoop,] in relation to 
the kind of funds furnished the pension agents of Arkansas. 

On motion oi Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table. 

The puiat resolution of the House, amended by the Senate, 
anthorizi g the President of the United Sieg, (9 cause certain 
surveys to be made, was, on motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, te- 
ferred to the Conmmitiee on Commerce.‘ 

Sundry bills from the Renate on ihe SpesKer’s table were 
taken up, Jead twice, and referre:t to their appropriate stand- 


ing committees. 

co seems MEXICAN PLOCKADE. f 

On mou m of Mr. JOHNSON of Lotsiata, the House passed 
through at? irs stages, the bill from the Senate in authorize ves- 
sels bound for ports in Mexico, and preventéd trom completing 
ikeir voy agea iù consequence Of the existing biockade of those 
porta, to enter and storo thei: cargoes in pors of the Unied 


States. 
ARMY BILL. 

Mr. McKAY moved the House w take up the Army bill, or- 
dared to a third reading last night. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY would not consent to have all the pii- 
vate business sacrificed, and therefore he objected. 

Mr. McKAY moved a guapension of the rules, which p.e- 
yailed—T Ul to d8; aud the bill was puton its passage, 

A verbal amendment was made by gencral consent on motion 
of Mr. KaLLMORE. 

Mr. CARTER then moved to recommit the bil! to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affaire, with instructions 16 strike out all 
the provisions proposing to increase the officers of the army, all 
the provisions going to increase the pay of those officers, and 
ala that provision proposing to raize an additional regiment. 

Mr. C, went into some statements, showing the erormous me 
crease, In sume iustane:s amounting to as much as forty per 
cent, of the pay of the officers of the army in this bill, and that 
too in the must ebjectionabie form, not by specific items, but in 
a general mode, and by extra rationa, &c. 

Mr. McKAY exptained that the iocrease was not the work 
of the Minitary Cowmitiee of the House, but came down in the 
Senate's bill, 

Mr. CAR FER rejoined that the committee should have cut 
ic down, and went on to demonstrate thay, instead of augmest 
ing the annual expe ses ofthe Govecmnenta milbenand a brais 
axcontempia‘el by the committee, it would amount to Upwards 
offour millions. Mr. C. explained hia position, that he was 
willing to voce for an increase of the rank aod file, rather, how- 
ever, in deference to the wish s of his frontier friends, than 
abe lia himself believed it either expedient, advisable, or 
called ber, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio sustained most of the positions 
of Me. C: and reterriog to the language of the bill, expressed his 
conviction that, by the construction that would be put upon it, 
the officers would receive much more than the military com- 
mittee contemplated. Moreover, it was made reirospective, 
instead of only prospective, the provision in relation to addi- 
tional rations after certain terms of service, being in the past, 
ns Wel) as future tense 

Mr, HARRISON thought this bill had been discussed long 
enough: and therefore, he demanded the previous question. 

Mr. MARTIN said, ae the atendance was very thin, he would 
move a cali ofthe House: wich was ordered, and proceeded in 
tor some time, when, on madon of 

Mr YELI, it was disp: osed with, 

The House refused ss second the demand fur the previous 
question; only 41 voting for it 

Mr. GRENNELL didnot believe that any euch construction 
as that ref-rved to by Mr. WINTTLEREY, would be put upon 
the ration clause, especially asi wae contrary tothe inent of 
every member of the committee. ard he bad no doubt of every 
member of the House too. Me, G. then contended that the pay 
of the officeraoueht to be inereastl, for the existing rate was 
fixed some forty years age, Snee which all the civilservice had 
vean tugmemtet, 

Mr. BOON had been as anxious ag any one to have made a 
speech on this bil, but he bat yielded his iight to the entrea- 
ties of others, when in Commitee of the Whole, and he now re. 
spectfally implored gentlemen to vote, and not keep back all 
the other important business at this late period of the session. 

My. WINTTLESEV of Onio suggested an amendment to 
meet his objection, soas to preclude the operation of the ra- 
tou clause from being retrospective, but it requiring nnani- 
mos consent, and objecdcn being made, it was not entere 
tained. 

Mr. McK AY earnestly appealed to the Honse. to permit this 
cree to he engrafted on the bil, but the objections were 
renewed. 

Mr. RIVES then moved a further instruction to. the Military 
Committee, authorizing the Secretary. of War to allow, at his 
discration, a commission to paymasters ofthe army, not exceed- 
ing one per cent. onali disbursemen's made by them, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of the act of °32. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said he would make a motion which he 
thought would mest the unanimous assent of the House, It 
was to atrike out the 15ih section of the bill, 

Mr. MERCER, however. objected. . 

Me, RIVES, Mr. SIBLEY, and Mr. HOFEMAN, spoke 
warmly in favor ofthe amendment of Mr. R. 

Mc. PARMENTER moved a proviso. to the amendment that 
the commiasion should not exceed $1,009 in any one year, and 
went on to say that, as a general rule, this would be an ample, 
ami even a liberal, allowance. 

This amendment wasazreed to, 

Mr. RENCHER moved farther to instruct the committee to 
strike outths 19h section, [that relating to the chaplain,} on the 
ground, ae stated by him, that it Introduced a new principle 
into this Governinent, viz: a convection between Government 
andthe clergy. Having increased the pay both of the officers 
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and privates, they had better be left to the selection of the regi- 
ments themselves, The converse practice had been wisely 
abolished by the British Government, anda radical improve- 
ment had been proved to be the result; in - proof of which 
Mr. R. cited some British rep on the subject. : 

Mr. BOON said be wi~ javorably inclined to the gentleman's 
object, and he would susgest to him the propriety, il his object 
was to complete the sepzration of Church and Ntate, to com- 
mence.with the body of which they were members. 

Mr. McKAY suggested that the bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on the Whole, where, if the House desired, it might 
be amended in five minutes. 

The CHAIR remarked that the pending amendment must 
first be disposed of. - i 

Mr. RENCIIER inquired of the chairman of the Military 
Committee, if-he could inform the House what expense 
this clergy clause would involve. g 

Mr. McKAY understood about seventy chaplains ata thou- 
sand dollars each, say from sixty-nine to seventy-one thousaad 
dollars a year. ig i 

Mr. BRONSON said, to put an end to the emarrassment, he 
would moveto reconsider the vote by which the bill had been 
ordered to a third reading. i 

Several other suggestions were male by Messrs. RAN. 
DOLPH, YELI, NAYLOR, WHITE of Indiana, POPE, and 
THOMPSON; when, without taking any question, 

The time having arrived, 
The House took its daily yecess. 


EVENING SESSION. ~ 
DUTIES ON STEAMBOAT IRON. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, in pursuance. 
of the special order, (Mr. Owens in the Chair.) and took up Se- 
nate bills 175, 147, 237, and 239, and House bills $32 and 854, be- 
ing hills remitting duties on iron imported for the construction 
of steamboats by certain corporations and individuals. 

They were all reported to the House without amendment, 
excepting S34, to remit certain duties upon iron imported for 
the construction of iron steamboats. 

The Senate bill 147, to authorize Day and Butts to import 
iron steamboats, being taken np, vsreported, 

Mr. CUSLIMAN moved to lay the same on the table. 

Mr. LYON of Alabama begged that the motion might be 
wi hdrawn for one moment, as he wished to make an explana- 
tion in regard to am amendment offered at his iustance by the 
sirman ofthe Committee on Commerce. “The mation being 
withdrawn, Mr. Lyon expressed a hope that the bill would not 
he opposed, Le said that Capt. Fry of Mobile, a most enter- 


prising and useful man, and one who had had much experience ' 


In steam navigation, proposed to attempt the navigation of the 
rivers in Alabama with an iron steamboat, Ife was disposed 
to make tie experiment athisown risk and expense, and had 
vnly asked the Government to remit the duties on its.importa- 
tim. ‘The attempt was one in which the country was much 
interesedl, He believed the object of Capt. Fry wasto wst 
dhe mulity of iron steamboats for summer navigauon. in the 
Mauthern waters. It was well known to every gentleman ac- 
qhainted with the Svuthern rivers, that, in the summer, they: 
were generally low, and difficult of navigation by ordinary 
xivanboats. Accidents liad often occurred, duriag low stages 
or the water, from snags and other impediments, te which iron 
steamboats would not be liable. Iron steamboats were under- 
stood to be of Jess draught of water than such as we now had ia 
use; and, iftbey could be successfully used, he hadno doubt 
their iitrodueuon would be of very great benefit to the country, 
‘The speedy transportion of the mail might be insured ifsach 
boats were employed as could safely navigate Southern rivers 
at low stages of the water. — He said Congress had remitted the 
duties on railroad iron, and he was surprised that an objection 
should be raised to remitting the duties on anivon steamboat. 
He recollected to have noticed thar the British Government 
had p ised much inore ampie aid to tbe company formed to 
navigue the Atlantic by steam-ships than was asked by Uap- 
tia Piy and others, who proposed to import each an iror 
@eamboat. The Atlantic steam Navigation Company, had, he 
helieved, a guaranty from their Government that their experi- 
mest should not involve them iu expense or loss. . In the cases 
helore the House, no nid or guaranty as to Joss is asked of the 
Governmen:, although the experiment is one which, if success: 
ful, will be ofinuch benefit to the ecuatry, and perhaps savè the 
Joss of ninch property. H was simply asked thatthe duties on 
vhe importation of the boars, and such implements as might be 
necessary to keep them in repair, should be remitted; and 
he repeated the hope that all opposition to the bil might be 
withdrawn. 

Mv. L. then renewed the motion to lay on the table, and 

The yeas and nays being ordered, this motion prevailed by 
the follawing vote: Yeas 82, nays 58. 

The hour tor which this subject had been made the special 
order being expired, and another special order having been 
called for— 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules for another hour; 
which motion was lost. 

TENNESSEE LAND BILL. ` 

'The House then, according to the order, went into Committee 
ofthe Whole on the bill to amend an act entitled “An act to 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfec: 
titles to certain lands therein described, and to-settle the claims 
to the vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” passed 
the 18th April, 1806. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved that the bili be reported to the Houge. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina hoped not, without dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. SHIELDS said that the bill had been a good while before 
the House. Several committees had reported in favor of it; and 
he believed the Ilouse had become perfectly well acquainted 
with its merits. Still, if necessary, he would be perfectly free 
to meet any objections which might be brought against it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina objected, at-some length, 
to the bill, as conveying a mere naked gift to Tennessee, there 
being no obligation upon the Government te make the required 
cession. i 

Mr. BELL made some statements to show that the United 
States were indebted to the State of Tennessee more than a 
million of dollars for satisfying land warrants, &c. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said there were no such claims in the com- 
pact between Tennessceand the United States. 

Mr, BELL said, ‘Not in the bond?” 

Mr. WILLIAMS went on: He did not mean to use the argu- 
ment of Shylock. He was opposed, in principle, to the bill, 
Badskould oppose it, aş being unjust and inexpedient. 


Mr. CONNOR said. a few words-on the same side with his 
colleague, and in reply to the srgment of alr. BELL as to the 
indebtedness of ihe Unie States to-'Tennessec. He offered the 
otlowing pravis», which was subsequently wiirirawn: 

“Provided, ‘That the State of ‘Fennessee shall adopt and sete 
Ue any clan or claims for military services that may be due to 
the citizens of North Carolina.” < 

Mr. SHIELDS weat into a general defence of the bill, against 
the objections of Mr. WILLIAMS. We g 

Mr. C.H. WILLIAMS followed on the same’side. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY was opposed to the bill, and 

Mr. CROCKETT supported it. ` 

And the debate was continued by Messrs. CARTER, WIL- 
LIAMS of North Carolina, TILLINGHAST, (who was of opi- 
nion that the land in question, if ceded at all, ought to be re- 
turned back again-as of no value, but notas a gift jand REN- 
CHER. > ? . ` 
_ Mr: YELL warmly-advocated the bill as an act of but sheer 
justice to the State of Tennessee, though, he said, the lands 
were worthless, and 
section in Arkansas, : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, then moved to strike out 
the enacting clanse ofthe bill: Jost. 

Mr. McKENNAN moveil that the committe rise, and report 
the bill; which motion prevailed. 
The bill having been reported to the House, and the question 


` recurring upon its engrossment, 


` Mr. CHAS. SHEPARD, of North Carolina, made some re- 
marks against the bill. 

Mr. ©. H. WILLIAMS demanded the previous question; but 
withdrew it, by request of several members. ~ ` 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay the bill on the table: lost. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a call of the House: lost. 

~ Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, made some remarks in sup- 

port ofthe bill, and in reply to Mr. SHEPARD. 

Mr. YELL moved the previous question. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the House adjourn: ayes 58, 
noes 79, 

So the Tlouse refused to adjourn. 

The previousquestion was seconded, and the main question 
was ordered to be put. 

On ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; anid the motion for the engrossment 
and thirt reading was rejected by a vote of 51 yeas to 91 nays. 

Mr. MARTIN of Alabama gave notice that, on Monday next, 
he should move a reconsideration of that vote. 

On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, at 7 o’clock, p.m. 

‘The House adjourned. , : ` 


IN SENATE, 
BATURDAY, June 30, 1838, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentncky presented the petition of Mr. Orizen 
Bachelor, asking that the good officesof the United States mi 
be interposed to settle the afairs of Mexico and France: re- 
ferred 10 the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Also, trom an individual, in relation toa confirination of a 
land warrant: referred to the Committee on Public Lanle. 

Mr, CLAYTON presented a remonstrance of the Navy Yard 

idge company against the establishing of a free bridge over 
the Eastern Branch. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pensions, made 
favorable reports on the following bills frora the House of Re~ 
presentatives: 

The bill for the relief of James Boyd. 

The bill for the reliefot Isaac Gale. 

The bill for the relief of Wright Herbert, 

The bill for the relief of Oliver Dorsett. . 

The bill for the relief of the executor of Robert Laird, with 
an amendment. i 

Bir, W. from the same committee, made unfavorable reports 
on the following bills from the House of Representatives: 

Bul for the relief of Frederick Sammons, 

Bili for the retief of Elizabeth Jones and others. 

Bui for the reltefof Asahel Kingsby. 

Bill for the relief of Erastus Piersou, 

Mr, PIERCE, from the Comunittee un Pensious, made favora- 
ble reports on the following Honse bills: 4 

Bill for the relief of Phebe Champe, widow of sergeant John 
Champe. 

Bill for the relief of Janes M. Edwards. 

Bill for the relief of Aaron Tucker. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the same committee, made favorable 
reports on the following Honse bills: K 

Bill for the relief of Cotton Evans. 

Rill for the relief of William Poo). 

Bill for the relief of Hiram Laul. 

Bil for the reliefofLevi Johnson. 

Bili for the relief of John Davis. 

Bill for the relief cf John Lathsam. 

Bilt for the relief of Jacob Beeker. 

zil} for the reliefot Mary !tunter. 

Bill for the relief of Jacob Grist. 

Bill for the relief of Charles Risley. 

Joint resolution for the benefit of the widows of certain Revo- 
lutionary officers and soldiers. i 

Bill for the relief of Samuel J. Smith. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo. 

Bul for the relief of Renjamin McCultiack. 

Bill for the relief of Martha Suwong. 

Bill for the relief of Mary Richards. 

Bill for the relief of Frances Chandler. 

Bill for the relief of Ann Rewalt. 

Bill for the relief of Catharine Allen. 

Bill for the relief of David Miller. 

Bill for the relief of David Rollins. 

Bill for the retief of Levi M. Roberts. 

Bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget. ; 

Mr. PIERCE also asked to be discharged from the bill for the 
relief of Eleanor Clark, as her case is provided for by genera} 
acl, already reported. - 

Mr. STRANGE asked, and obtained leave, by general con- 
sent, to introduce a bill for the relief of the widow of John A. 
Cameron. 

Mr. S. explained, at some length, the history of the melan- 
choly bereavement of the widow whose husband was lost in the 
Pulaski steamboat. It appeared he was a judge of the United 
States Court in Florida; and on that ground, Mr. S. had been 
urged by her friends to introduce the bill allowing her half-pay 
of her late husband’s salary. 


a whole county of them not worth a good > 


: ———————— maeman: 
` Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he- felt, as. much as any: man 
cougd do, for the unfortunate event, but was unwilling tò sane- 
tion, by his vote, such a departure from- established: principles; 
and he must, therefore, ask the yeds and nays. : 

Mr. STRANGE pointed to the case.of the widow of the late 
General Brown, and read a portion of the act showing that it. 
was the same in principle, eee 

Mr. CLAY said we might have military pensioners, But no 
civil ones. z : ¢ wed 

‘The yeas and nays were then taken, when there appeared 
—for the bill 2; against it 32; as follows: ares, 

YEAS—Messvs. Preston and Strange—2.- rid 

_ NAYS —Messrs, Alien, Clay of. Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin,. 
Lyon, McKean, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard,. Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipion, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—32 £ ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama introduced a bill. for the removal of 
the pension agency to Huntsville; which, by’ general consent, 
was read twice, and ordered to its third reading.” 

Mr. WRIGHT asked leave, agreeably to notice, to introduce 
a bill to modify the last clause of the fifth séction of the depo- 
site act of 1836, which prohibits the reception, by the Govern- 
ment, of the notes of such banks..as may have issued notes of 
tess denomination than 95. 

On this subject Mr. WEBSTER addressed the Senate at 
some length, and was repliedto by Mr. WRIGHT; after which 
the bill was introduced. 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved to amend the bill, by inserting 
the following clause as a second section: 

“Phat it shali be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury 
hereaiter to select and employ, as depositaries of the public 
money, according to the provisions of said act, any bank which 
shall redeem its notes and bills on demand in specie, notwith- 
standing it may have, since the 4th of July, 1636, issued or 
paid out notes or bills of a less denomination than five dollars ; 
provided, however, that this provision shall not extend to any 
bank which shall issue or pay ont any note or bill of less deno- 
mination than five dollars, after the time mentioned in the las 
clause of the preceding section of this act’) : : 

Mr. STRANGE spoke.at length in opposition to the amend. 
ment, and Messrs. RIVES, TALLMADGE, and CLAY of Ken- 
tucky, in favor of it; when 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
the loHowing” : $ 

“Sec. 2. And be itfuriher enacted, That the first twelve 
sections of- the act entitled'an act to regulate the deposites of 
the public money, approved on the 23d day of June, 1836, be, 
and the samé are hereby, repealed, except so far as is pro- 
vided, and to enable the Treasury Department to collect 
any debts which may de due or owing from the late -deposite’ 
banks? et i 

On this question a long and animated debate ensued, the 
amendment being sustained by Messrs. WRIGHT, NILES, 
STRANGH, and others, and warmly opposed by Messrs, 
CLAY of Kentucky, RIVES, TALLMA DGE, and others. 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. 
Wuer by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
26, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Me Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Faiton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
son, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Lrottex, Wall, Williams, 
aht, and Young—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—2]. 

_ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, aud read a third 
time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT rose and said: The Senate having 
fixedthe day of adjournment for Monday week, he felt it his 
duty to inform them that he should. notagain occupy the chair 
forthe remainder of thesession, He should retire for the pur- 
pose ofenabling the Senate to clect, according to custom, a tem- 
porary presiding officer. It had been his object, he said, during 
this Jong and arduous session, to discharge the duties of his sta. 
tion with perfect fidelity and impartiality; and if in that object 
he had not been successful, he felt that, no reflection would be 
made against him by any member of the body. He could not 
take his Isave of the Senate without saying that he felt the high- 
est obligations to the members of the body for the kindness, 
conatant generosity, and indulgence which had been extended to 
him while in the perforance of his duties. Hehoped it would,’ 
not be improper for him, at this period of the session, to retiré 
from the duties of his station. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, July 2, 1888, 
è TENNESSEE LAND BILL. 

Mr. MARTIN submitted the motion, of which he had given 
notice on Saturday evening, to réconsider the vote of the House. 
rejecting the Tennessee land biil 

Mr. M. moved its present consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS had no desire to press its consideration now, 
but let it take its place on the calendar. 

_ The motion was uccordingly ordered to be entered on the 
journal. 

This being petition day, 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested that tho call of the States 
be omitted, and that the members having petitions lay them on 
the Clerk’s table. 

Me. LEGARE wished to have an opportunity of presenting 
a memorial from citizens of Charleston, in relation to the late 
calamitous conflagration there. i 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he must object to Mr. WHITTLESEY’ S 
motion, as petitions might then go on the journal which the 
House might have refnsed to receive. 

Mr. BOON moved a suspension of the rule, which was 
ngreed 10, and an order pursuant thereto adopted. 

Mr: CAMBRELENG then remarked, that it must be obvious 
to every one, that unless the committees could report every 
Herning, it would be very detrimental to the business of the 

se. 7 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the-Commitiee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to provide for the investment of money 
received under tne will of the late James Smithson, of London: 

Mr. C. alse reported a bill providing for the payment of the 


salaties. dnd compensation of the officers of the customs, and 

taking additional appropriations for the support of Govern- 

mént for the year 1838. ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 

reported a bill to authorize the accounting officers to setile cer- 

tain claims, arising under the military operations in Georgia, 

Alabama, &c. 3 

-+ Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Commerce, report- 
èd Dack the light-house bill , . 

<.. Qa motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the bill to establish a port of 
entry at Indian Key, in Florida, was recommitted-to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, j : 

“Me, BOULDIN; from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported a resolution in favor of removing the market- 
house at the east of the Capitol; which was. concurred in. 

Mr. C. IL WILLIAMS, from the same committee, reported, 

_without amendment, Senate bill to incorporate the Navy Yard 
> Beneficial Society. 
"Mr, CRAIG, trom the Committeee on Revoltionary Claims. 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of Sarah 
Angel, and the other heirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased. 

Mr. J. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relicf of the representatives of Ann Lenacher de 
Van Brun. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same committee, reported 
against the petition of the Wyeming claimants. 

Mr. HARPER, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the following peti- 
tions: R. Paulett, the heirs of John Stephenson, Elizabeth 
Weitzell, Philip Van Rensellaer, Samuel A. Barker, John 
Green, John Tubbs, Margaret Willis, heirs of Thomas West, of 
James Piper, Daniel Redfield, R. P, Walley, John Haughy, 
and Margaret Price; which was agreed to. 

‘Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reporied Senate bill for the relief of Col. Chartes Morgan, with 
a recommendation that it do not pass; and, on Mr. H’s motion, 
the bill was laid on the table. : v 

Mr, H. from the same committee, reported Senate bill for the 
relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard, asssignee of Jacques and Louis 
Veaux, and the bill to settle contested claims that have arisen 
under the pre-emption law, with a recommendation that they 
do not}pass, which two bills were committed to a Committee of 
the. Whole House. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the same committee, re- 
pared, without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of Juan 

elgar, 

Also, withamendments, Senate bill to transfer to the citizens 
of the parish of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
df the United States to a certain tract of land. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Commitee on Agriculture, re- 
port dthe folowing resolution, which was non-concury ed in: 

Resolved, That the pill from the Senate, No. 241, to encon- 
rage the introduction and promote the cultivation of tropical 
plants in the United States, and the bill No. 663, in addition to 
the act. to promote the progress of the useful arts and for other 
purposes, and the joist resolution to authorize the leasing of a 
part of the public Jands for the cultivation of the mulberry and 
the sugar beet, reported by the Committee on Agriculture, be 
made the special order of this House for one hour on Wednesday 
next, from half past 3 o'clock, p. m, 

Mr, BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported, 
without amendment, Senate bill for the reief of Richard T. 
Banks of Arkansas. : , 

“Mr. EVERETT, from the same committee, reported a bill in 
relation to moneys received for the use of Indians on Indian 
affairs. 

: Mi. E. also reported a bill to repeal a part of the second sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the organization of the Depart- 
ment of Indian Aifairs, (abolishing the office of a resident Su- 
perintendent at St. Louis,) and it was ordered to a third reading 
to-day. a 

At 4 subsequent period of the day, this bill was passed, 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported.a bill to provide for the setuement of the claim of the 

ò Btate of New York for the services of her volunteers and mili- 
tia in 1:37, and the same was ordered toa third reading to-day, 
ani, at a subsequent period, read a third time, and passed. 

MR, MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolutionary 

- Pensions, reported a bill for the reliefof Sarah Lamb, widow of 
the late Joshua Lamb, of the Revolutionary army, 

Mr, M. also reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
granting a pension to L. White. ; 

Mr. EWING, reported a resolution to make three pension 
pills the special order for aluture day, which was rejected 
very few members rising in its favor. : 
“MR MALLORY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
reported, without amendment, 

‘An act for the relief of John M’Cloud 

An act for granting a pension to Jonathan Crow. , 

Mr. STANLY, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of George Cassedy. 

Mr. MERCER, irom the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reported the following resolution, which was concurred in: 

‘Resolved, Thatthe report recently made by Major Turnbull 
on the operations upon the Potomac aqueduct, andthe explana- 
tory drawings accompanying the same, be printed, under the 
direction of the Chief of the Corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers; and that one hundred extra copies thereof be printed 
and placed at his disposal for the use of that corps. ` 

Mr. HEROD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
asked to be discharged from the cases of Hugh McDonald, 
Peter Amblay, and Lambert L, Van Valkenburg. i . 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public Build- 
ings, reported the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, ‘That in the new arrangement of the hall, ordered 
by the House, the members of the House shall be entitled, as 
far as may be, during the present Congress, to the same rela- 
tive positions to the Chair which they now occupy , and that 
the Clerk designate the seats accordingly. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend, by providing thatthe seats 

-should be selected by lot. 

“After some remarks from Messrs. MERCER, CRAIG, L. 
WILLIAMS, and/TALIAPERRO, 

Mr. HARLAN moved to lay the resolution on the table, 
which was-not agreed to—ayes 77, noes 82. 7 ; 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the previous question, which pre- 
vailed, and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE, fromthe select committee, to whom the 
subject had been referred, reported.a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Col. Daniel Boon, deceased. . i 

Mr, RUSSELL, from the select committee on the subject o 


a revision of the naturalization Jaws, and the introduction of 


foreign paupers, reporicd two bills on those subjects. 

The first bili was on the introduction of paupers. 

Mr. BEATTY, for reasons stated by him, asked for time to 
submit a counter report, in response to the monstrous doc- 
trines which, he said, were contained in the report. They 
were the doctrines of 98 revived in full force. He stated that 
the gentleman from New York had had the whole session to 
prepare his report, and hadonly presented it now on the eve of 
the seasion. g ; 

After some remarks from Messrs. HAMER, GARLAND, 
RHETT, (who dissented from the views of the majority,) 
LINCOLN, (who assented to them,) REED, HOFFMAN, and 
RUSSELL. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved the previous question; which pre- 
vailing, the bill was committed. ; 

The bill to amend the naturalization laws, was then read 
twice, and committed. : 
Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported Senate bill, without amendment, to grant to Cherokee 
county, Alabama, the tract of land on which the seat of justice 
is located; and, on Mr. C’s motion, it was put on its passage, 

yead a third ume, and passed. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Abijah 


Wool. 
FULTON STEAM FRIGATE. 
Mr. NAYLOR, on leave, submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 2 
Resolved, That three thousand extra copies of. the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting information in compli- 
ance with the resolution of this House of the 28h of May last, 
relative to the construction ef the steam frigate Fulton, be 
rinted. ` 
£ Mr. BOON said he would submit a motion that would save 
one day of the present session. He moved to suspend the rules 
for the remainder of the session, setting apart tke morning hour 
for the consideration of reportsand resolutions. 
‘The motion was not agreed to—ayes 101, noes 54; not being 


two-thirds. . 
ARMY BILL. 

Ths House resumed the consideration of the Army bill, under 
the motion to reconsider the vote ordering the bill to a third 
reading. 

Aftersome remarks by Messrs THOMPSON, MERCER, 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, MASON of Ohio, and McKAY— 

Mr. GRANT said, that believing no goad could possibly arise 
from the further discussion ef this bill, and as it was keeping 
back all the other public business, he demanded the previous 
question on the motion to reconsider; which was seconded— 
ayes 100, noes not counted; and the main question being order- 
ed thereon, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked for the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 94, nays 95. 

So the House refused tor consider. 

(Before the decision was announced, Mr, Ewing asked leave 
torecord his vote, stating that he was in the post office when his 
name was called. The request was received with a burst of 
Jaughter, and unanimously refused. ] 

The quesiion then recurring upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, $8 to 51. 

Mr. RENCHER called for the yeas and nays upon ordering 
the main question to be put; which, being ordered, were—yeas 
101, nays 76. 

Mr. CARTER asked for the ycasand nays on the passage of 
the bill, which were ordered, and were-—yeas 112, nays 80. 

So the bill was passed. 

The 'title of the bill was as follows: “an act to increase the 
present military establishinent of the United States, and for 
other purposes.’” 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved to amend the title by 
adding, after the word States, the following: ‘ihe pay of the of- 
ficers and privates, the patronage of the Executive,” and asked 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GLASCOCK demanded the previous question, which 
prevailed, and the original title was agreed to. 

‘Lhe bill to confirm certain entries of Jand in Arkansas, per- 
mitted to be entered under the belief that they had been of- 
fered for sale, was read a third time, and passed. 

HARBOR BILL. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole en the Union, Mr. Mason of Virginia in 
the Chair. 

Mr. S. moved to take up the harbor bill. 

Mr. ROBERTSON movedto take up the bill to extend the 
pension system. - 

The first motion prevailing, the House accordingly teok up 
the “bill to provide for certain harbors, and for the removal of 
obstructionsin and at the mouths of certain rivers, and for 
other purposes, during the year 1838.” f 

The bill having been read through by the Clerk, was taken 
up by sections, 

Mi. WHITE of Indiana moved an amendment to the item 
for the harbor at Michigan City, Indiana, merely as a modifica- 
tion of the plan laid down in the bill. 

Mr. MERCER objected to it. 

MR. SERGEANT joined in the objection où the ground of 
its incongruity, and an innovation in this bill. i 

MR. WHITE rejoined, but the time having arrived the 
House took its daily recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The House met at the appointed time of half past 3 o’clock, 
and went again into Committee of the Whole, Mr. MASON of 
Virginia in the Chair, the subject under consideration being the 

HARBOR BILL. 

The following amendment was moved by Mr. Ware of In- 
diana to the item for Michigan City, and relected: 

Insert the following: “So much of the act entitled ‘An act 
making appropriations for the improvement of certain harbors 
therein mentioned, forthe year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-six, and for other purposes,’ approved. July 4, 1836, 
as prescribes the plan of said harbor, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed, and the plan of the same shall be determined by the 
Secretary of War.” . 

Mr. CRARY proposed to increase the appropriation for 
River Raisin harbor te $31,450, and assigned his reasons 
therefor. 

The amendment was disagreed to. “ 

Mr. LYON of Alabama submitted the following: 


state, &¢. and urged that, uoless.a° further. sam Wasap a 
priated this session, the work would lave to-bedisconunued | 
before the next session. He called for the reading of the report: 
from the Engineer Department upon which the improvement’ 


was authorized to be made; and for ‘the reading of the memo: 
rial ofthe Chamber of Commerce of Mobile, setting ‘forth the 


necessity and Importance of tve improvement proposėd to be 


made in the navigation of the bay of Mobile, by deepening the : 
channel across Dog river bar and at Choctaw pass., He ‘com: * 
mented, also, upon what he supposed to be the causes why the 
Committee of Ways and Means had omitted to recommendan 
appropriation for continuing the work now’ iy progress inthe 
harbor of Mobile, and called upon the chairman of the commit- 
mittee to state whether he had assigned the wue cause. soi 

He also appealed to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
Sercrant,} having the present charge of the bill; to say 
whether the documents submitted by him to the House didnot 
authorize the appropriation he had asked. He accounted for 
the fact that the committee had lost sight of the improvement 
in the bay of Mobile, by reminding the House that Mr. McKim 
had charge of the Harbor bill, and he had brought the subject 
to his notice, and supposed it would have received attention but 
for his death. 

Fre urged the House to decide his amendment upon its me- 
rits, and Rot to reject it because the case had escaped the noice 


. of the committee, and said it had not decided against it: 


_ The question being taken on the adoption of the amendment, 
it was decided in the aflirmative. 

‘This amendment was debated. at much length, opening the 
general merits of the bill, by Messrs, LYON, CAMBR ELENG, 
ADAMS, FOSTER, SERGEANT, GRENNELL, MERCER. 
CUSHMAN, PHILLIPS, SIBLEY, and E. WHITTLESEY, , 

The amendmene was thenagreedto. _- 5 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved an item of $20,009 
or the improvement of the Cumberland river above Nash- 
ville, ! . 

Mr. BOON, moved to amend the amendmentby. appropria- 
ting $20,000, for the improvement of the Wabash, from its 
juncture with the Ohio to Delphi. 

Mr. B. briefly addressed the committee, in.an earnest support 
of hisamendment, and drew their attention to. the fact that, it 
had twice received the sanction of both branches of Congress, 
and had only failed for want of the approvalof the Executive. 
The Wabash was becoming one of the most important rivers of 
the West, winding through one of the most fertile valleys on 
this continent, and its commerce was daily increasing... 

The amendment was disagreed to, and: Mr, WILLIAMS’S 
agreed to-—665 to 62. : 

Mr. MARTIN moved an item of $56,700, for completing the 
canal round the Muscle shoals; and, after some remarks from 
Mr. M. and Mr. DAWSON, 

Mr. GRAVES moved to amend, by appropriating the Go- 
verament stock in the Louisville and Portland canal to pur- 
chase out the private stockholders, and making that passage 
free of toll; which, after some remarks by Mr G. Messrs. 
MARTIN, SERGEANT, CUSHMAN, EVANS, BELL, GAR- 
LAND of Louisiana, and POPE; when ` 

Mr. MALLORY moved that the committee rise; butino 
quorum voting, the commitce rose in consequence thereof... 

Mr. MALLORY moved an adjournment. "ae ay 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY asked for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, were—yeas 61, nays 77. j P 

So the House refused to adjourn, and a quorum being pre- 
sent, the House went again into committee. ES a 

The amendment was further discussed by Messrs. GRAVES, 
BIDDLE, POPE, GRAHAM of Indiana, and CUSHMAN, 
when it was rejected without a division. 

Mr. GRAHAM of Indiana moved an amendment, requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase out the stock of the 
Jefferson and New Albany Canal, on equitable conditions: lost. 

Mr. MARTIN’S amendment wasalso disagreed to, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut moved an. item of 
$10,000 for completing the harbor at Bridgeport, Connecticut: 


lost. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved the usual annual sum of $20,000 
(afterwerds varied to $30,000) for expenses incident to making 
examinations, surveys, &c.: lost. ; 

Mr. GOODE submitted a proposition. of $15,000 for the inm» 
provement of the Maumee river, and $10,000 for Manhattan 
harbor: lost. x 7 8 

Mr. BIDDLE moved the amendments which had been re- 

orted by the Committee on Roads and Canals to. the New 
Jarbor bill: lost. f 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved an item of $5000, for completing the 
navigationin Cocheco river, New Hampshire: lost. 

Mr. BUNTER. of Ohio moved to increase the item for the 
improvement of Huron river, Ohio, from $5000 to $10,000: lost. 

Mr. JENIFER moved an item for removing the wreck sunk 
in the harbor of Alexandria, District of Columbia, $3000: lost 

Mr. ROBERTSON, for improving the harbor of Richmond, 
Virginia, $63.200, g : 

Mr. MALLORY, for the navigation of the Dismal Swamp 
Canal, $29,000: lost. a 

Mr. FILLMORE, to increase the item for Buffalo. harbor, 
from $20 500 to $68,000: lost, Se ei ce 

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out the clause appropriating 
$8,000 for continuing the pier at Kennebunk, Maine; which was 
agreed to. : <a latte 2 

‘Mr. WISE moved $100,000 for: clearing and improving the 
creeks, &c. of Chesapeake Bay: lost, i . 

Mr. HARRISON moved to increase the item for the improve 
ment ofthe Mississippiriver, above the mouth of the Ohio, an 
of Missouri river, $20,000 to $30,000; lost. . 

Mr. H. also moved $15,000 tor removing the sand bar at Bt. 


ae an WILLIAMS -offered the following “amendment, 


ich. was disagreed to: | : 
which t tion” of the Tennessee and. Holston 


To improve that por z olsi 
rivers, which was surveyed by Col. S. H. Long of the United 


States Topographical ‘Corps, in the year 1832, and for. the com- 
pletion of the improvements already begun, under saidsurvey: 


A 
$50, 00" ONTGOMERY moved an additional section, providing 
that no part of the appropriations made in this bill shall be paid, 
until the Secretary of the Treasury shall be satisfied that the or- 
dinary apprepriations for the suppoit of Government for thi 
present. year, will not ‘be embarrassed thereby. ee 


490 . 


Mr. M. said he hoped that if this bill did pass, it should be as 
unexceptionabie as possible; and surely gentlemen in the Oppo- 
sition, who were daily charging loudly about the bankruptey 
of the Administration, wouid not vote to appropriate $2,000,000 
in this bill for harvors, “in addition to $3,600,000 that had been 
appropriated in the last fonr years, making $5,600,000;” when 
they, by their loud declarations, have declared. that the Govern- 
ment is bankrupt, and cannot carry on its ordinary operations 
for want of money, without borrowing by the issue of Frea- 
sury-notes. Surely those gentlemen who proclaimed the Go- 
vernment bankrupt, and still refused tu yotetheissue of Trea- 
sury notes to pay the ordinary expenses, would not now vote 
two millions of dollars for extraordinary expenses. Will gen- 
tlemen vote millions to be paid for extraordinary expenses, and 
refuse one doilar for even ordinary expenses? Do they not know 
that this money cannot be paid? í 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ELMORE moved an item for closing the passage of Hog 
Island, anu preserving Sullivan’s Island, $100,000: lost, 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the committee rose and re- 
ported the bill and amendments. 4 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, at quarter before 11 o'clock, 
p.m. 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 2, 1838, : 

The Szcretary of the Senate having asked if it was. the 
pleasure of the Senate to ballot for a presideùt pro. tem. ; the 
Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot, when there appeared 
for Mr. KING, 37 votes. Having been declared duly elected, 
Mr. KING was escorted to the chair hy Mr. KNIGHT, from 
whence he returned his thanks ia a neat and appropriate 
manner for the additional mark of respect. and confidence ex- 
tended to him, and announced his determination to discharge 
the duties to the best of his ability. 

Oa motion by Mr. BENTON, the usual messages were sent 
to the President of the United States and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, informing them that the Senate had, in the absence 
of the Vice-President, elected the honorable WILLIAM R. 
XING of Alabama its president pro. tem. : 

Mr, CALHOUN presented a memorial of IL R. Pinckney, 
mayor of Charleston, praying legislative measures to ensure 
the palety of passengers in steamboats: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the Committee on 
Revolucionary Clainss was discharged from the further conside 
ration of the petitions of Ezra Chapman, Sydiey Porrow, and 
James Barerott. : 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred the bill to regulate the mode of em- 
pannelling juries in che courts of the United States, reported the 
same Without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the ‘Committee on Pensions, made 
favorable reports on the following House bills: : 

The bill for the relief of William Delesdernier. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Itidred, 

The bill forthe relief of Coffin Sanborn, 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made unfavorable reports 
on the following bills: 

Bill for the relief of John England, 

Bill for the retief of Jacob Bauch. 

Ball for the rehef of William R. Joynes, 

Dill for the relief ef Witlred Knott, 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, made favo- 
rable reports on the following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 

Bill for the relief of Letitia Crane. 

Bill for the relief of Muller Francis, 

Bil for the relief of Daniel H, Crocker. 

Bill for the relef of Pandy Watker, 

Mr. P. fram the same committee, made untavorable reports 
on the following House bills: 

Bill for the relief of Stephen Appleby. 

Bill for the relief of Matthew Wiley. 

Bill for the relief of Sylvester Nash. 

Bill for the relief of Levi Colmus. 

Bill for the relief uf Simeon Knight, 

Bill for the relief of William Sloan. 

Mr. WEBSTER, on leave, introduced a bill raking further 
provision for the discharge uf debenture bonds in certain cases; 
which was read twice, and, after a debate, in which Me: 
WEBSTER, BUCHANAN, and WRIGHT took part, it was 
laid on the table. 

The following bills from the House, were severally read 
twice, and referred: 

The bul to provide a free bridge acroas the Eastern Branch 
ofthe Potomac, 

Tire bill for the relief of the widow and heirs at law of the 
late Lewis Graut Davidson, deceased. 7 

The bill making appropriations for the support of the peni- 
tentiary in the District of Columbia, Ake 

The bill for the erection of a court house in Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia. DaS : 

The bill to modify the last clause of the fifth section of the 
actta regulate the deposites of the public money, was taken up 
on its third reading; when . 

Mr. WEBSTER said, there is no time to discuss this measure 
further-—at lost To not feel called upon to pursue the discus 
sion further—out F will ask the indulgence of the Senate tor a 
few moments, while Loxplain what the state of things will be, 
according to my anderstanding, if this bill shal! become a law, 

First, then, after the first day of October next, no bank bill, 
great or smali, can be received at the post office, or the land 
office, or the custom-honse, if the bank which issued it issucs 

bilts less than five doilar 

Tuis will necessarily tude the paper of nearly all the 
banks in the Nurtiiern and Hastern States, and several overs. 
Ali this bas been already repeatedly shown. À 

Inthe second place, no bill ofany bank can be received at the 
post office, the land office, or the custom-house, which bill is of 
a less denomination than twenty dollars. Tuis is prescribed by 
the last Treasury circuis Now, sir, what is the plain conse: 
quence of this? How are postuges, or small postage accounts, 
to be paid intweoty dolar bil How are posimasie: s t0 pay 
back the chunge? If the deputy postofficersin the connuy 
obey this circular, it will be the occasion of perpetual embar- 
Tagsment to themselves and to the public. x 

i have supposed, also, that this would be found very inconve- 
nient in the operations at the land offices. If I have been 
tightly informed, it iz not, in some of the new Btates, always 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. : 


easy to obtain billy of a denomination of twentydoilars, or 


upwards, And 1 have supposed, especially, that the paur peo- 
ple who purchase forty-acre tracts would be put to considerabl¢ 
inconvenience. Jn the bill which T.inuoduced into the Senate 
a section was contained remedying this inconvenience, and 


allowing smaller bill, if they were the bills of specio-paying. 


banks, tv be received. This provision, however, was rejected, 
together with all others which the bill contained. Having 
spoken, sit, the other day uf my bill having been overlaid by 
that of the honorable member from Pennsylvania, or of his 
being used as:an instrument to displace mine, I wish to saythat 
I meant no complaint at all against the manner in which that 
gentleman brought forward his measure. THis ‘course was on- 
urely fair, as he intended to support, and did support, the Bys- 
tem which he proposed, throughout. ` His object, certainly, was 
to pass his own bill, notte displace mine; yet, my bill being dis- 
placed, there was a majority against his. ‘ 

In the third place, sir, it is evident that the repeal of the depo- 
site act leaves the public moneys in the entire control of the 
Treasury Deparment and the President, inthe same manner 
as this contro 
deposites, and before Congress provided any regulation on the 
subject. By the act of 1789, so much reliedon, the Treasurer is 
to receive and keep the moneys ofthe United States, but the 
Secretary of the Treasury is to superintend the cellection of re- 
venue; and it was the well-known doctrine and practice of the 
last Administration that all these officers, inthe discharge of 
their duties, are under the immediate direction of the President, 
and are but his agents and instruments, So that the public mo. 
neys are now to be received, kept, and disbursed, as the Presi- 
dent may see fit to order. i 

In the last place, sir, it is quite obvious that the Secretary of 
the Treasury, under direction of the President, may, if thie bilt 
shall pass, use any State banks he chooses, whether they be 
specie-paying banks or not; whether they issue smajl notes or 
not, or whatever may be their character or condition... We will- 
not beobliged to use banks; but he may use them, and may se. 
lect them at his pleasure. We repeal all limitations, we dis- 
pense with all securities, and leave the whole matter to the De 
partment and to the President. I believe, sir, that the collectors 
now deposite the public moneys in banks, and have no doubt 
they will continue todo so. If they shall be called on to pay 
money to the Treasurer, the ‘Treasurer will keep that money 
also in the banks, or some of them, What else can he do with 
it? While we thus repeal all legal connection with the, banks, 


guarded as that connection has heen, by many provisions forthe- 


security of the public money, we are likely to see a connection 
renewed, without legal sanction or authority, with no provisions 
whatever for security, and to be extended Just as far as the Ex- 
ecutive Government may choose. Thisis. the point, then, to 
which ‘we have now arrived, in the process ofseparating the 
concerns of the Government from the concerns of the banks, and 
keeping the money of the people out ofthe hands of corpora- 
tions and individuals. f 

Mr. PRESTON said when the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. BucHANAN] introduced a bill the other day in relation to 
the currency, it spoke something like a departure from the 
trammels of party, and for doing which that gentleman, at least, 
had his thanks. Ie regretted that some common ground had 
not been devised on which all partics might have met to do 
something far the relief of the public, Ie was anxious to take 
the whole matter from the vortex of party in which it had been 
whirled. The Senator from North Carolina, ia some remarks 
the other day, had spoken of party triumphs ina manner which 
would induce us to suppose that fecling uppermost in his Do- 
som, and thus, said Mr. P. they goon, waging war for political 
ascendancy, whilo the interests of the country are overlooked. 
He desired gentlemen to actin a spirit of compromise and con~ 
ciliation, and with the full swell of patriotism in their bosoms, 
forget, fur a moment, party strife and party bickering, and meet 
onthe common altar of the country, 

Mr. P. then dwelt for some time on the common strugele, 
and common effort which had been made by the party in which 
he had enlisted as a soldier, to defeat Executive userpation; anit 
now at the end offive years we find ourselves [he said] about 
to be driven back to ihe precise situation we were in, when the 
audacious act of that must reckless Kxecutiyo seized the revo- 
noe of the country and placed it under his own control. Mr. P. 
said there was no politician that did not tremble, and the public 
mind was stupyfied at the audacity of that act, We find him 
offering reasons for his conduct, by tetilng us that be did nat 
conceive the public money safe in its legitimate deposite; and 
he calls upon usto tie his hands; [here Mr. P. read from the 
message of President Jackson;] and now we propose to do that 
for Mr. Martin Van Buren what Gen. Jackson with alt his 
boldness was afraid of; to wit ther 


bring to theiv aid, whether by the aym or le 
their tottering, Why dii not gentlemen to th 
small voice of reason, rather than to passion and prejudic 
orifthey would not listen to that, would they take no warning 
from the poplar voice, which had been made to ring ju thei 
ears onso many OC i 

Mr. STRANGE b y replied. He said when he addressed 
klay last, he hoped he had done with the 
+; but the Senator from South Carolina has represented hin 
ing language which he never did use, ant had impuced 
motives to him which he never entertained. The Senator had 
spaken as though he were not connected with party, or pa ly 
men, and yet he had told us that he had entered aga private soi- 
dierin his party; but he (Mr. &] had sot yet learned what 
bounty he had received. Mr, S. sai! his parry was engaged in 
aplorious struggle, and which was right, the Senator € 1 
seif, was left to the people to decide. Ti had not been his habit 
to impute improper motives to any Senster, however widely 
he might differ from him as tothe best means of administering 
the Government for the pnbiie good. The party to which he 
[Mr. 5.J was attached, believed the Independent Preasury to be 
the very best sys:em that could be adopted; while on the other 
side they maintain that it wit be ruinous. On that question 
they were atissue, and the country would decide, As for charg- 
ing the party tọ which he was attached of being ready to sacri- 


existed in their hands after the removal of the‘ 


fice the interests of the country to party triumphs, eh did-not 
believe there was 'a mahio the conimunity that judulged such 
apurposé. “Tt didnot characterize the party tò which be be- 
longed; that party had never: sought to disconnect itself with 
the interests of the country for political agerandiaement. 

_ The Senator from South Carolina had asked why we had not 
listened to the still, small voice of reason, rather than ofpaasion 
and party prejudice. Where were they to heat it? Certainly 
not from the other side; from that quarter they had plenty of 
declamation and bitter invective, but aot the voice of reason. ` 
The favorite measure of his party was a separation of the Go- 
vernment from all banksy and that had béen pursued openly and 
avowedly., While, said Mv. S. we would give some power to the 
Executive, we do not seek to give him all power. We desire to 
regulate the Treasury by law, and ñot by the banks, Let the. 
gentlemen from the other side propose any measure, so that 
they did not seek to place the Government at the beck of the 
banks, State or United States, and it would meet his hearty con- 
currenve, if he believed itto militate in favor of the public good. 
Mr. 3. defended with much zeal the late and present Presidents, 
from the aspersions thrown out.” The Jate President he said, 
though one of the greatest men Jiving in the world, waa never- 
theless liable to error; and experience had convinced him that 
neither State banks or United States Bank. were to be trusted as 
public depositories for the ‘Freasury ofthe nation, The present 

resident had all the strength necessary to administer the Go- 
vernment wisely, and carry it triumphantly through.the present, 
crisis. Hehad strength of hegg and strength of heart to sustain 
him in the conflict now waginB®Bewween the banks and the peo- 
ple; and Mr, S. said he regretted that the Senatos from South 
Carola had descended to the use of. such newspaper trash as 
that of“ Slam, Bang and Co. and Fanny Wright.” The Presi- 
dent of the United States had his own high resources within 
himself, and the confidence and_ the affections of the American 
people; he sought to throw himself on no one, and certainly 
would not throw himselfupon Fanny Wright. That gentleman 
soughtonly to place the Government above the control of cor: 
porations, and thereby to make the nation prosperous and 
happy. That was the charm and only magic which he had used 
to lure the confidence of his countrymen. Mr. $. professed 
himselfas ready as the Senator, or any other man, to regulate 
the matter by law, but hy wholesame law; and ‘where discre. 
tion was necessary, he greatly preferred Executive discretion to 
that of the banks. 

Mr. PRESTON regretiéd tha a catch phraseof a newspa- 
per should be sq offensive, and sound so-uhmusical to the ear 
ofthe Senator. Whatever might be thought of those names, 
they represented a great and growing principle, which had 
risen up like a mist irom a noxious fen, and was now seen 
curling about the avenue, and had enveloped the Capitol of 


_ the country. 


Mr. STRANGE responded; when 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, bad this question been under 
consideration at an earlier period of the seesion, he would have 
felt justified in detaining the Senate while he gave his reasons 
upon it, Fe was aware, however, at this period of the ses- 
sion, he cauld render Ins State and the country greater ser- 
vice by romaining silent, and saving the time he might occupy 
in discussion, to be employed in useful action, than by any 
thing he could say on this subject at this period of the session. 
Tt was not speeches, but action, that was wanted; the session 
had arrived at the last week, and much important business re- 
mained to be transacted, in which his State, and the other 
States ofthe Union, were deeply interested; and, however much 
it would have gratified his feelmgs to have shown the odious- 
ness of a proposition to unite, without control, the purae and 
the sword in the hands of the Executive, he would forego that 
pleasure, and content himself with asking that the question on 
the passage of the bill should be taken by ayes and noes, as he 
desired to have hisname recorded against it at every step, 

Mr. CALHOUN said, I riseto explain the views I entertain 
in relation to this bill, and the grounds on which F intend to 
place my vote. A 

J was my misforinne not to have heard the discussion on 
Saturday, when the bill was introduced; having been detained 
from my seat by an engagement with which I could not dis- 
pense. 

it is far from being agreeable to me to be compelicd so often 
to disagree with those with whom I act.on the important sub- 
ject which has engrossed so much of our time; and I regret that 
another question should arise on which I shall again be com. 
pelled to differ, without reversing the dictates of my deliberate 
jJudemenut, 

Tf the effects of the passage of this bill would be, as it seems 
10 be supposed, to restore the act of 1789, no cne would give it a 
more cordial support than myself. That act established the 
Constitutional Treasury. It provided that the dues of the 
Government should be collected in its own currency, as es- 
tablished by Jaw under the Constitution, and kept and disburs- 
ed by its own responsible officers, regularly appointed for the 
purpose. | 

‘This is the great principle for which Lcontend, and which, 
for the goot of the country, I would rejoice to see restored. 
Bat 1 fear that the passage of this LiH would not re-establish the 
act of ’89. There are intermediate acts that would still remain 
unsuperseded. The resolution of 18:6, which authorizes the 
r pt of bank notes in the public dues, would not be repealed; 
nor would the usage of the Government employing banks as 
depositories of the public revenue, be reversed. What, then, 
would be the effects of the passage of this bill? It would, ac: 
cording to my opinion, give the President almost unlimited 
power over the collection aad keeping of the revenue. ‘Ifthe 
art of 736 be repealed, as proposed by the bill, he would be left 
free to order the public money to be kept by the Tieasurerand 
the collectors, or to be placed in banks; and, under the-resolution 
of +16, in conjunction with the bill introduced by. the Senator 
from Massachusetts this session, and which bas since become a 
law by the neanimaus vote of those on the other side of the 
chamber, he may order, at Lis pleasure, the collection to be 
made in gold and siver, or bank notes. provided no discrimina- 
tion be made in different branches of the revenue He might, 
ina w either restore the actof’S9, or supersete it, as he 
might think best for the public good, It is, sir, a great and 
mgh responsibility (o be imposed on any individual, and which 
T, who am,an have ever been, opposed to discreionaty power, 
aro unwilling to impase. | 

But shou'd the bil) hecome a law, and the Chief Magistrate, in 
the exercise of this hich discretion, should supersede the prac: 
tice of putting the publie fundsin possession of the banks, and 
restore the act of 1789, he shalireceive rhy decided and cordial 
support, A departure from the true incention and meaning of 
tbat act, has been the source of all our woes; and its restoration 


is a consummation devoutly to: be. wished; but on the fother 


hann, fhe shouid decline the exercise of sò high and responsi. - 


ble a power, and renew. the deposite system, it would make a 
most unfortunate and dangerous change ‘in the issue between 
usand those who are opposed.to us on this important question. 
Jt would be no-jonger between:a bank and the:constituted Trea- 
aury as it now is; but between a deposite system with and with. 
out lawyas it was-prior to the passage of the deposite act of 736, 
in which our opponents. would have the advantage of advoca. 
ting law against diseretion,, It is:a position which we could 
not maintain, andon which Tdo not choose to be put. 2 Ş 
What: coarse the Chief Magistrate might take if this Dill 
should become'a law, Lhaveno means of knowing or-conjectur- 
_ ing; ‘but if he shouid act in the spirit of his messages at the open: - 
' ing ofthis and the extra sessions, he would not hesivate, be the 
responsibility what it may; and as I haye no-reason to doubt his 
sin¢erity on this great question, I -hope and trust he would:so 
act, should Congress give him the power. It would close the 
door agiinst many a calamity about to rash into the State, and 
do more than has ever been done by an Executive act to restore 
the ascendency of the laws and Constitution. But be his deter- 
mination. what it may, I cannot agree to vote for the bill. 
principles have been long fixed and acted onin relation to dis- 


cretionary. power; and in voting against this. measure, I but act 


in conformity tothem. : ; 

The question was.then taken of the passage of the bill, when 
Mere-appeared, for the bill 27, against it 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bentong§Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grandy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trower, 
Wall,fWilliams, Wright and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, 


Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, ` 


Spence, Switt, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White—22. 

The bill to authorize the payment of commissions to the 
agents of persons in whose favor awards‘have been made under 
treaties with foreign powers in certain cases, was read the third 
time and. passed: i : y i 

The bill to amend the act authorizing the establishment of a 
pension agency in the northern part ofthe State of Alabama, was 
also read the third time and passed. $y : à 

The amendments of the House tothe bill io increase the pre- 
sent military establishment of the United States were taken up; 
and after. some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, WHITE, 
and HUBBARD, referred to the Commitee on Military Af- 
fairs. pre ; 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the. bill making an appropri- 
ation for a compilation of the laws of the Territory of Florida, 
was taken up and considered, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr, NOR VELL, the bill making appropriations 
for building Hght-houses, light-buats, beacon lights, and buoys, 
and fòr making certain surveys, was taken up and considered, 
and orderedto be engrossed tor a third reading. . | 

Ov motion of Mr. LYON, the bil! to establish a Surveyor 
General’s office ‘for the State of Michigan, was taken up, the 
question being on the amendment of Mr. Cray of Alabama to 
discontinue the several surveyor generals’ office in the different 
States as soon as the surveys.are completed, and the records 
made up, transferring the records of each office to the authori- 
des of the State in which it is situated. 

Mr. TIPTON moved to amend the bill, by a provision to 
transfer the office at Cincinnati, Ohiv, to St. Josephs, in Mi- 
chigan; which motion, after a short discussion, was carried by 
yeas 2), nays 16. weet ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to postpone the bill indefinitely 
which motion was lost—ayas 12, noes not counted. 

The amendment of Mr. CLAY of Alabama having been 
agreed to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 2 

‘fhe bill to continue in force the act to provide payment for 
horses and other property lost in the military service of the 
United States, was considered, and ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. g 

‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
_. Tusspay, Jnly 3, 1838. ; 
Mr. NAYLOR renewed his motion to print 3,000 extra cù- 
pies of the report on the steam frigate Fulton, but it was ineffec- 


l, 
me NATIONAL FOUNDRY. | 


Mr. SLADE, on leave, submitted the following resolution; 


which was agreed to: ; 

Resolved, That the committee on so much of the President’s 
Message asrelates to. a National Foundry, be instrucged toin- 
quire into the expedieney of establishing a foundry & the city 
of Vergennes, in the State of Vermont. : 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsylvania begged leave to ask the chairman 
of the select committee, or any of the members who may have 
the kindness to answer, whether the House might expect a 
report on the subject of a national foundry“vefore the close of 
the session. He begged leave to make the inquiry in order to 
be prepared to show the ciaims of his section of country; and 
would state the fact, that more crude and refined iron was 
manufactured in his district than in any same extent of terri 
tory in the United States. He would be able also to show, as 
weil from an advantageous locality as from the superior qua- 
tiy of their iron, that they would be strongly entitled to have 
the conteraplated establishment within their limits. 

Mr, PARKER of New York said, as a member of the select 
committee, and in the necessary absence of its chairman, he 
would answer the question asked by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. The House must be aware that agreat number of 
petitions and resolutions-had been referred to the select com- 
miuce;requiring them “to iaguire into. the expediency of Io- 
cating a national foundry” at many different places. To sus- 
tain these various applications, a great number of dociments 
had been submitted, requiring a very jaborious and difficult ex- 
amination on the part of the committee. Mr. P. proceeded to 
express his opinion that it would not be in the power of the 
committee to complete this investigation in sucha manner as 
to do justice to these different applications and to the public, 
anid make their report atthe presest session. He was not au- 
thorized to speak for the other members of. the committee, but 
he believed they would concur with him in saying it would. not 
be practicable to report before the next session of Congress. — 

Mr. GOODE asked lieawe to move to discharge the commit. 


‘nate sections of the Wabash and Erie canal lands. 


` speech should go forth to-the country without a reply. > i 


` report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on the “subject èf 


My | 


_ try within the arbitrary control of the Executive. ‘ 5 


tee of the Whole from the bill to authorize the sale of thé alter-* 
Tt was de- 
sirable on ail hands that thesé Jands should be disposed of; but | 
the Commissioner of the Land Office had doubts of.the power 
to do so, unless by a special act of Congress. His object wasto 
bring the bill-into the House for action. ae 

Mr. HOWARD reluctantly felt compelled to object, ashe 
should do to any other proposition to arrest the speech of the 
gentleman fiom Massachusetts, for hè was unwilling that that 


Mr. ADAMS then resumed and continued his remarks on the 


Texas, till the orders of the day were- called for. -~ 
i Bilis from the Senate were takeh up, read twice, and re~ 
erred. gues, eae 

The act amendatory of the act toauthorize the Secretary of 
War to establish a. pension agency at Huntsville, Alabama, 
was, on motion.of Mr. MARTIN, advanced through all: its. 
stages, ahd passed. ` ` Ba Ea a $ 

`o PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

The act to modify the deposite act of 1836 was taken tip. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that it be read at large; which haying 
been done, eae Ps ; ; H 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained its provisions and the neces- 
sity of the measure, called for. by the existing cireumstancesof 
the State banks conflicting with the imperative restrictions of 
the deposite act of °36. Í 

Mr. MENEFEE replied, and quoted Mr. Wrient’s report to 
prove that the Secretary of the Treasury had ‘the: power to de- 
signate other depositories than those which had already been 
employed, in. which opinion Mr. M. expressed his-own con- 
currence, and went on at length to oppose the bill; the effect of 
which, he insisted, was to put the whole finances of the coun- 

Mr. LEGARE stated his belief that a more extraordinary. 
proposition had never been presented to that body for its const- 
deration, and gave very briefly the reasons that would induce 
him to vote against it. He moved to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. : à 

Mr. WISE also opposed the bill; the ghost, agit was, ina 
more hideous form, of the defunct Sub:Treasury_bill. In. the 
course of his remarks, he said that the friends of liberty now 
rallied round a Bank of the United States ag the only effective 
bulwark against Executive ueurpation. 

Mr. CUSHMAN inquired what the main question would be. 

The CHAIR replied, on ordering the bill. to a third reading. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said the Spgaker’s table was now loaded | 
down with subjects of the greatest importance, awaiting the 
action of the House; and, as this measure had been debated at 
great length for the: last year, both in this ‘and in the other 
branch, he therefore demanded the previous question. ; 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked Mr. C. to withdraw the motion, 
to enable him to submit a proposition, (Cries of “No! no!’ 
from all parts of the hall.) : f 

Mr. DUNCAN inade a similar request, for the reason that he 
been twice prevented, ance by his own courtesy, and again, by 
the operation of the previous question, from’ delivering his | 
views on the principles of the measure to diverce the Govern- 
ment from banks. — y 

Mr. CUSHMAN felt compelled to decline acceding to these 
requests, for the same réasons that had induced him to move 
the previousquestion. 

Mr. CURTIS moved a called of the House, which was order- 
ed, and proceeded in for some time; when a 

Mr. GRANT moved to dispense with it. f j 

Mr HAYNES asked for tke yeas and nays, which being or- 
derei, were—yeas 164, nays 45, so the call was dispensed 
wih, 

The previous question was not seconded—yeas 97, nays 105. 

Mr. DUNCAN then proceeded to address the House at length, 
in support of the divorce scheme, and in defence ofthe Demo- 
eratic party, andthe Administration: from the false charge 
brought against both of an effort to, break down the banks in the 
country, Neither its friends designed it, nor would the measure 
effect it. After dwelling on these positions for some time, the 
hour arrived for the House to take its daily recess and Mr. D. 
gave way for that purpose. 

EVENING SESSION. ` E 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following mes- 
sages from the President of the United States; which were laid- 
on the table: ~ ` 
To the House of Representatives of the United. States: | 

T herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a report 
from theSecretary of State, together with the documents therein 
refered to, in answer to their resolution ofthe 28th May last. 

(Signed) M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, July 2d, 1856. à | 
To the House of Representatives. 

F transmit a report from the War Department, in relation to 
the investigations of the allegationsof fraud committed on the. 
Creek Indians, in the sales of their reservations, authorized by 
the resolutions of that body, of- the Ist July, 1836, i 

(Signed) i M. VAN BUREN 

Wasuraron, July 3.3, 1838. nP 

The act to establish a criminal court in the District of Colum- 
bia, was read a third time and passed. 

WABASH AND ERIE LANDS : 

Mr. GOODE moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole, from the bill to authorize the sale of the Wabash ard 
and Erie canal lands; which was agreed to, the hill brought 


into the House, and ordere: to a third reading. | 


Mr. HOWARD, from’ the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 


which was referred the message of the President of the United |! 


States, of the 30th May, 1838, relative to the claim, inthe case 
of the ship Mary and cargo, of Baltimore, made a report ac- |} 
companied by the following resolution; which was con- |! 
curred in. X o | 
Resclved, That the committee be discharged from the ji 
further consideration of the subject, and that the President of: || 
the United States be requested to contine to nrge the Dutch |! 
Government to a promptadjustment of the claim. it 
` PUBLIC DEPOSITES. . ji 
The House then resumed the: consideration of the bill from | 
the Senate “ to modify the last clause of the 5th section of the 
deposite act of the 23d June, 1836, and for other purposes.” H 
The pending questions were on its third reading, and on the | 
motion of Mr. LEGARE, to referit to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. ; 
Mr. DUNCAN concluded his remarks in support of the 
system to dissolve Governments and banks. 


Mr. LEGARE then. withdrew bis motion’ to commit, and 
moved to strike out the second section of the bill, which was äs 
follows: TT it . 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first twelve 
sections of. the act entited “An act to. regulate the deposites of 
the public money,” approved 23d June, 1836, be, and the same - 
are hereby, repealed, except so far asis above. provided, and 
to enable the Treasury Department to collect anydebts which 
may be due or owing from the jate deposite banks... : 
© Mr. ROBERTSON then had an amendment read, ‘which he 
proposed. to submit at the proper Lime, providingfor the cals 
‘lection of the public revenue according tothe law ‘of 1816, and 
for ite special deposite in Stave banks on certain conditions, .« 
[substantially the same, we believe, as that he- offered to tha , . 


Independent. Treasury. bill some time since.] Mr. R.` made 
` some remarks in support ofhis proposition, and then moved it 


-in the form of a substitute. - 

` Mr. TILLINGHAST gave- notice of an amendment he in- 
tended to move at the proper stage, {similar to Mr. WEB. 
STER’S proposition offered in the Senate.) He hoped the 
previous question (which he was‘in favor of this morning) 
would not be moved,. but thas the House wouid have an oppor- 
tunity of voting upon the different amendinents that might be 
presented. ‘ iy 

Mr. GRANT said he was very sorry that he could not 
accommodate the gentleman from Rhode Island; but it seemed 
utterly impossible to get any amendment to this bill. {Several 
members, Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky and others, exclaimed, 
“Oh, move the previous question; PH support it.’} He, for 
one, was desirous thatthe bill should be amended in some par- 
ticulars ; but it appeared as though the subject was going to 
be interminable; and believing that to be the case, and that it 
was unnecessary to waste any more of the important time of 
this session, he therefore demanded the previous question. 
[* Agreed, agreed,” from ail parts of the hall.} 

Mr. NAYLOR movei.a call of the House, which was order- 
ed—ayes 75; and, after being proceeded in for some time, on 
motion of Mr.. CAMBRELENG, it was dispensed with—156 
w63, 0°. i ' : i 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia asked the mover of the pre- ; 
jous question to withdraw it, with the general understanding 
that the question be. taken, without_any further debate, upon 
the proposition of Mr. LEGARE. , : 

Mr. GRANT said his only object was to progress with the 
other preesing business before the House, and with that undêr- 
standing, he withdrew it. : 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was the only: one objecting. Where- 
upon. 5 

Tr GRAY renewed the demand for ihe previous question; 
butit was not seconded—ayes 96, noes 102. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Lecarx’s motion to 
strike out the second section; and it was decided in the affirma- 
live—yeas 119, nays 100, as follows: ‘ 

YVEAS—Measrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William 
"B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chambers, Chaney, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawsen, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard: Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hofman, Hopkins, Robert MT. Hane 
ter, Jenifer, Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln Lyon, Mal. 
lory, Marvin, James ML. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, Max- 
well, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary 
Mortis, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phil- 
lips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant’ S.. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Renther, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Siade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 
S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, ©.” H. Williams, Wise, 
Word, and Yorke—119. i { 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead; Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairtield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, ` 
Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grant, Gray, Haley; Hammond, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Hol, Howard, Hubley, William H, Hunter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, Robert MceCichan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Samuel W. Morris, Nobie, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikia, Phelps, Plumer, Pot- 


~ ter, John H. Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Saw- 


yer, Sheffer, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus Toucey, 
‘Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas, T, 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—100, 

Mr. CURTIS moved.the following additional section: 

And be it further enacted, Thatitshall be lawful for the 
Seeretary ofthe Treasury hereatter lo select and employ as de- 
positories of the public money, according to the provisions of 
the said act of June, 1936, entitled’ “ An act to regulate the depo- 
sites of the pablic money,” any bank which shall redeem its 
notes and bills on demand in specie, notwithstanding it may 
have, since the 4th July, 1836, issued or paid out bills ofa less 
denomination than five dollars. 

And that the operation of the 2d section of the act of April 
14, 1836. entitled “An act making appropriations for the pap- 
mentof Revolutionary and other pensioners of the United States 
for the year 18.6,7’ be, and the same is hereby, suspended unil 
further order of Congress. 

Mr. CONNOR then demanded the previous question, (he 
main question would be on ordering the balance af the bill ioa 
third reading,) but it was not seconded—ayes 94, noes 104. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked, that Uie amendment would 
not meet the viewsthe majority had in view, and suggesied 
such aralieration of it as would merely repeal the fifth section 
of the act of 23. June, 1835, and modify the second section, 
Thiscould be reached by striking out the first section of ih 
bill under consideration, and ameiding Mr. Curtis's amend- 
ment. . 

The CHAIR iemarked that Mr. Curtis’s amendment would 
take precedence. 

Mr, CLARK of New Yoik nioved to ineert the following pro 
viso in the seventh line, after the word “Jollais:? ~ 

Provided, however, The: this provision shall not existi to 


= 
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any bank which shali issue or pay out any note or bill of a less 
denomination than five dollars after the 4th July, 1839. 
Mr. CURTIS accepted this as 2 modification of his amend- 


ment. - 

Mr. BRONSON moved to amend the last line, by striking 
outthe word “until the further order of Congress? and insert, 
in lieu thereof, for two years from the passage of this act.” 

Mr. RIVES then moved to commit the billte the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, “with instructions so to amend the 
sameas to dispense with the agency of banks in the fiscal ope 
rations of the Goverement.” 

Mr. R. remarked that. these instructions were the same as 
those moved by his colleague from Richmond, (Mr. ROBERT- 
BON,) LWO years ago, and as the best, the ablest, the most con- 
clusive argument that could be offeredin their behalf, he would 
ask to have read his colleague’s apeech on that-occasion. This 
being objected to, Mr. R, proceeded to sustain the motion him- 
self, wich reference to tis existing state of things, and wenton 
to demonstrate the expediency and .constitutionality of sucha 
measure as that proposed. He was in favor of a hard, money 
currency, and wished to bring it about by gradual means. He 
believed a majority of that House was in favor of the divorce 
scheme, and he wanted to test the question; and let those who 
are for perpetuating the connection between the Government 
and the banks come up to the mark. He adverted to the change 
of his colleague’s [Mr. Rogerrson] position, and examined 
Mr. Ritchie’s project, now advocated by his colleague, of a spe- 
cial deposite system, demonstrating it to be the most objection- 
able of all the schemes devised or agitated. After some further 
remarks, Mr. R. called for the yeas and nays on his amend- 
ment; which were ordered. | 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he should not then join issue with 
his colleague on the question of consistency; for he did not hold 
himself infallible, and admitted that his opinions had undergone 
achange, Ie had witnessed a bat'le of this kind in the Senate, 
between. two much mere prominent men than themselves, 
which resulted in each exposing inconsis:encies on the part of 
the other. He might ask his colleague how it was that he now 
differed from the declared opinions of the gods of his idolatry at 
that day, General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, but ie would not 
pursue the inquiry. 

The question was then taken, aud the nx (ion disagreed to~- 

ens 97, nays 113, as fellows: A 

YEAS —Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsai!, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan. By- 
num, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, Chapman, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGrafl, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Eimore, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, Gallup, 
Glascock, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hawkins, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, ilubley, William H. Hunter, Robert 
M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Mallory, Martin, McKay, Robert MeClelton, Abraham McClel- 
lan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Samuel W. Mortis, 
Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Penny: 
backer, Petrikin, Pheips, Plumer, Poter, John H. Pren- 
tisa, Peily. Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Snyder, 
Spencer, Taylor, Tnomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas F. 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Willan, Worthington, and Yell---97, 

NAYS Messrs. Adoms, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W., 
Alien, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Burden, Briggs, William 
B Calhoun, Joun Calhoun, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush. 
ing, Derlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, 
Edwards, Evans, Everctt, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wil- 
Ham Graham, Grantand, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Hamer, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Moflinan, 
Hopkins, Jenifer, Kennedy, Kilgors, Legare, Lincoln, T 
Marvin, James A. Mason, Samson Mason, siaury, Ma 
McKennan, Menefer. Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogie, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rum- 
sey, Rus rgeant, A. IL. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Southgate, Stanley, Siuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, ‘Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 5. White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher 1. Williams, Wise, Word, and 
VYorke—-113. 

So the motion was decided in the negative. 

Mr. BRONSON withdrew his amendment. , 

Mr. CRAIG then said that, presuming it was the desire of 
every member of that JTouse, as well ag of the comtry at large, 
that no bank should be used asa depository of the public mo- 
neys, which was not sound, according to the mo: nevally re- 
ceived principles of banking, he therefore moved a proviso that 
no bank should be selected or used as a depository of the pub- 
lic moneys which should not, at all times, keep om hand one 
dollar in specie for every three of its liabilities, andasked for the 
yeas and nays thereon, which were ordered. 

Mr, CLARKE remarked that, under the act of 736, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury bad a discretionary power, that if in his 
judgment they did not keep on hand a fair proporion of specie 
to their liabilities, he could remove the deposites. 

Mr. TILLINGHUAST said it was impracticable. 

Mr. BOON humorously remarked, that they had been spend. 
ing the who'e of that day in speaking and voting upon a subject 
that was dead and buried; he would add, signed, seated, and de- 
livered to its fate; and as speaking seemed to be the order of the 
day, it might not, perhaps, be considered intrusive in him if he 
also shouldavail himself of this opportunity of speaking two 
or three hours about nothing at all, especially as he had waived 
his right on the Independent Treasury bill to accommodate the 
public business. {Cries of “Go on,” Goon,” f Mr. B. said 
the unfeigned respect he entertained for that House would re- 
strain him from soing on at such length, but he did desire toset 
himself right as to his course on the rescision of the Specie Cir- 
cular. Hi, however, he could have any thing like an assurance 
that gentlemen would vote, and not talk, he vould, in the exi- 
gency of the pubie business, again forego his right. [Cries of 
“Agreed,” “Agreed.” ] 

Phe questien was then taken, and Mr. Crare’s amendment 
rejected-—-yens 86, s114, as follows : 

YEAS— Messrs. Anilersen, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Boon, Bonidin, pradhead, Buchanan, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, 
Coles, Comor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Daves, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fietcher, Fry, 


{ 


| Thomas, Thompson, Tilus, Towns, Turney, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Gallup, Glascock, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hawes, Hawkins 
Haynes, Holsey, Hult, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas 8B: Jak- 
son, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Leadbetter, Lewis, 


Logan, Mallory, Martin, McKay, Robert McCieHan, Abraham, 


McClellan, Miller, Montgomery. Moore, Samuel W. Morris, 
Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petri. 
kin, Plumer, John H. - Prentiss, 
Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, ‘Thomas, 
Titus, Towns, Turney, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Jared W, 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Worthington, and Yell 


—S6, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Ayerigg Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, Casey, Cham- 
bers, Gheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard’ Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Foster, James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James 
Graham, William Graham,Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Hall, 
Hamer, Harlan, Harper,‘ Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, 
Hopkins, Roward, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Kemedy, Kilgore, 
Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Ma- 
son, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, . Rencher, Ridgway, John Robertson, 
Edward Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stone, Stration, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, 
Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
lams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—1 14. 

Mr. PARRIS then moved to amend the amendment by the 
addition of a proviso that no bank shall be a depository of the 
moneys of the Government which shall not Keep in its vaults 
one dollar in specie to every bill in circulation. 

Mr: CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to commit the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions so 
toamend it as to provide that the Government deposiics shall 
not be used for banking purposes. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. STEUVART called for a division of the question, so as to 
take it first on the commitment, and then on the instructions. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired if the motion to commitshould 
be srl in the negative, whether the instructions would nat 
falli . 

The CHAIR replied they would. 

Mr. CAMBRELENGthen said, a rejection of the motion to 
commit, rejects the instructions against using the public money 
for banking purposes. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND. Tobe sure: it don’t take a wizard 
to tell us that. 

The motion to commit was decided in the negative—-yeas 97, 
nays 111,a3 follows: 

YEAS--Messrs, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks; 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Rirdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 


Dawsen, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, Fairfieid, 
Isaac Pletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hotl, 
Howard, Hubley, Wiliam JL Hunter, Robert M, T. Hanter 
Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Joha W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Mallory, Matin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Montgomery, Moore, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Palmer, Par- 
ker, Parmenter, Parts, Paynter, Penuybacker, Petrikin, 
Plumes, Potter,John JI. Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Shefler, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, 
ail, Wagener, 
1 W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell-—97. 
ra. Adams, Alexander, Heman Ajten, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
William B.Calhoun, Jobn Calhoon, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curis, 
Jushing, DaNiagton, Davics, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wil 
liam Graham, Graves, Grennel}, Hati, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Mawes, Henry, ITerod, Hoflmar, Hopkins, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Willian Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, Le- 
gare, Lincoln, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, 
Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Mortis, Naylor, Noyes, Ogte, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Phlips. Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridzway, Robinson. Rumsey, 
Russell, Sergeant, Augnstine HH, Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, ‘Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Alberi $. White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke-~1i1. 

Mr. PARRIS then modified his. amendment to read “one dol- 
lar in specie to five in liabilities.” 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said te would vote for the gen- 
demah’s propositicn, and pledge every member of the Tlouse 
also to vote for it, if he would make a reasonable showing that 
it was possible. d 

Mr. FOSTER then moved to commit the bill to ihe Commit- 
teeof Waysand Means, with instructions to report a bil! for 
the collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement of the public 
revenue, 

Mr. MERCER called for a division of the question, so as 
again to take it only on the question to commit. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired if it would be in order to move the 
previous question. 

The CHAIR. Jt would. 

Mr. HOPKINS accordingly made that motion, but it was not 
seconded. 

The CHAIR then ruled Mr. Fusrer’s amendment to be out of 
order, on the ground ofits identity with Mr. Rives’s already 


Webster, Jared 
NAYS—Me 


- rejected, and the question recurring upon Mv. Parris’s amend- 


ment, 

Mr. BELL saidit must be manifest now, that a decided ma- 
jority were in favor of removing the disability that exista in the 
act of 1335. ‘Fhatseemed ta him the main and particular in- 
tention and object of tbe majority of the House. Now it was 
also manifest that any movement by which this bill should be 
sent to the Committee of Ways and Mezns must be fatal to it, 
and he meant that remark to apply also to the repeated motions 
to amend inthis way, at this period of the session; ‘a course of 


eily; Rhett, Richardson, ` 


| 


wroceeding which, if. prosecuted; would also be fatal to the tih. 
Many of these propositions:might,-perhaps, be proper, if they 
Were digesting 2. complete system; hut this. was notthe time to 
adopt them, and for: this reason, therefore. the Votes against 
them must not be panicle as against. all che puncipie invol 
ved in Hem ae bope every me or them would be voted downy 
of whateve ro they or etther of them might be. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: of South Carolina asked Mr. Parris to 
accept, as a modification, this proviso: That nothing contamed 
in this i Shall De Rasa to euthorize, the use of the public 
money for banking purposes; which Mr. P. accepted.: ` 

Mr, ATHERTON called for a division of the queiion; and it 
was taken on the first branch, or Mr. Parris’s amendment, and 
disagreed to—yeas 91, nays “109, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead; Buchanan, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, Chapman, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, ‘Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 
Davee, DeGrafl, Dromgoole, Duncan, Etmote, Farrington, 
Fairfield, I. Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Gray, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, T, B. Jack- 
son, J. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Mallory, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abrabam 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, {Samuel W. 
Morris, Noble, Ogle, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Plumer, Potter, J. H. Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richard- 
son, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepherd, Snyder, 
Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, T pson, Titus, Towns, Turney, 
Wagener, Webster, J. W. Wiliama, Christopher H. Williams, 
Worthington, and Yell—91. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Aytrigg, Bell,Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
William B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Hwing, Richard Fletcher, Millmore, Foster, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hotliman, Hopkins, Howard, 
Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W. Ci Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, 
Legare, Lincoln, Marvin, ‘Sampson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Noyes, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillipa, Pope,. 
Pous, S, S. Prentiss, Rariden, 'Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Ro- 
bertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 5. White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, 
Word, and Yorke—19, 

The question then recurred upon the second branch (Mr. 
CAMPSELL’S) as given above, and it was decided as follows—- 
yeas 101, nays 101, a tie; the CITAIR voting in the affirmative, 
this proviso was agreed to, as follows: i 

YEAS—~-Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Ranks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, Jolin Campbell, Chaney, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, De Graff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac 
Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, (Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William I. Wunter, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Joseph Juluson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Mallory, 
James M. Bason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- 
ham McClellan, MeClore, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Noble, 
Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Plu- 
mer, Potter, J. H. Prentiss; Reity, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Ro- 
hertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine I. Shepperd, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Towns, 
Turney; Vail, Wagener, Webster, Thomas F. Whittlesey, 
Jareu W., Williams, Worthington, and Yell, —101, Se 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg,, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wiliam B. 
Calhoun, John Cathoon, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Chilla, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dens. Dunn, Evans, Evetetc, 
awing, Richard Fletcher, Jas. Garland, Rice Garlaud, Goode, 
James Graham, Williain Graham, Graves, Greunell, Hall, 
Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
[Joffman, Henry Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson, Mason, Maury, 
Maxwell, McKennan, : Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S, Prentiss, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, ‘Poland, Underwood, Albert 8. 
White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wiliams, 
Sherrod Williams, Christopher H. Wiiliams, Wisé, Word and 
Yorke—10). 3 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved the following proviso : 

Provided no bank shail ke selected as. a depository which 
shall not keepin its vaults an amount of specie, which, together 
with the balance ofall its accounts with specie-paying banks, 
shall he equal to one-fifth of the amount of its notes and bills in 
circulation, and its public and private deposites. 

Mr.G. asked for the yeas and nays upon its adoption, which 
weie ordered, 

Mr. R. GARLAND proceeded to address the House, and to 
read from the journals the votes given by the friends of the Ad- 
rninistration in 1834 or 1836, and among them the name of Mr. 
Hamer. 

Mr. HAMER, thereupon, rose and said that if the gentleman 
from Louisiana had read his name for the purpose ef shewing 
any inconsistency in his votes, he was greatiy mistakes, Upon 
the occasion alluded to by the gentleman, he (Mr. H.) had 
voled against the amendment. now offered; and he should vote 
against it now. He was in favor of the bill as originally re- 
ported in the Senate, and had, therefore, veted to strike out the 
second section, Heshonld vote against the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Curtis.) and against 
allother amendments, and amendments to amendments, no 
matter by whom offered, or of what character they might be, 
Such had been his course throughout the evening and he showid 
continue it till the subjest was disposed of, believing, as he did, 
that this was the best mode of saving the original bill as re- 
ported in the Senate. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WISE, BELY. and YN- 
DERWOOD, the last gentleman moved an adjournment, (at 10 
o'clock, p. m.) which-prevailed, and so 
The House adjourned. 


‘that part o 
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fof théewidow-and heirs of the late Lewis Grant Davidson. 

‘Ort motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Revolu- 

tionary Claims was discharged from ‘the further consideration 
of the petition of the executor of William B. Cheever. 
“Mtr: WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
the eame had been referred, reported unfavorably, and with- 
outamendment, the bills from the House for the reliefof Lieut. 
Jotin Allison; for the relief of John Saybrook; for the relief of 
Job Haleay; for the relief of Stephen Olney; and favorably, 
wiihan amendment, the bills from the House for the relief of 
Henry Burton; for the relief of Henry Challcr; and for the re- 
lief of Charles Vattier. $ 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the select committee appoint- 
ed on the subject, was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the'petition of the citizens of Georgetown, D. C; and 
Washington county lying west of Rock creek, pray- 
inga retrocession to the State of Maryland. 

r. TALLMADGE, from the Naval Committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of Doctor Sherwood relative 
to the discovery of the longitude by the dip of the needle, made 
areport thereon; which was ordered to be printed. - 

: Mr. T. then, at the suggestion of Mr. Preston, moved for 
‘the printing of 5000 extra copies of said report; which motion 
was agreed to, after a short discussion hetween Messrs. PRES. 
TON, TALLMADGE, WEBSTER, BUCHANAN, and 
SOUTHARD. 
vpMc. PRESTON presented the petition of the Marine Band, 
praying for increase of pay; which was referred tothe Commit- 
tee on Naval A Mairs. 

The report of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims unfa- 
Norable to the petitions of the heirs of General Jacob Payne, 
deceased, and the heirs of James Caldwell, were severally con- 
sidered and agreed to. i 

The resolution submitted by Mr. SOUTHARD, relative to 
the naval general order on the subject of the Exploring Expe- 
dition, was taken up, and after some remarks from Messrs. 
SOUTHARD and WRIGHT, laid on the table. 

The following bills from the {louse were severally read twice, 
and ‘referred: 

Bill to provide for the settlement of the claim of the State of 
New York, for the services of her militia. 

The bill to repeal part of the second section of the act 
to provides fer the organization of the Department of Indian 
Affairs. ' 

The amendments of the House to the bill to confirm certain 
entries of public lands permitted to be made by the registers 
and receivers, were cousidered, and, on motion of Mr. FUL- 
TON, the amendments were referred to the Committee on 
‘Pybli¢ Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial of ——~—, 
stating that he has discovered a method of preventing the ex- 

-plosion of steamboat boilers, andasking for the passage of a law 


to appoint suitable persons to cxamine the value of said disco- 


very, and to provide for compensating him, if it is found worthy 

‘of the patronage of Congress: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce.. : 

Mr. NORVELL called the attention of the Senate to the bill, 


‘which he had introduced two or three weeks ago, making cer- 


täin granis of public lands, and for other purposes. He had 
endeavored: to obtain an: opportunity. of calling for its secund 
-reading, and consideration, with a view to its reference to an 
appropriate committee. It had also been his intention to pre- 
sent (0 the Senate an exposition of the objects of the bill, and 
ofthe views and principles which had led toits introduction; but 
the pressing business of the Senate had daily prevented the 
execution.of his purpose; and now the present session was too 
near ite close to authurize.a hope that the action of the body 
could ke had upon it until the next session, Ie should then 
press its consideration, as he believed the bill to be one of the 
mostimpertant and beneficial to the whole Union that could 
have been brought up. Hs first great object. was to grant to the 
othernew States the same quantity of public land which had 
been granted to Ohio for purposes of internal improvement. 
This was but fair, just, and equal. The next object was to 
grantto the-old States as much land, according to their aggre- 
gate geographical surface, or number of square miles, as the 
new States had received, for common schools and. academies; 
and to give to each of them, without reference to their. size or 
population, two townships of Jand for the support of universi- 
ties and colleges. The next provision of the biil authorized 
the States of Mississippi and Alabama to apply to the con- 
struction of roads and. canals, within their limits, the two per 
cent. fund which had been reserved for making roads leading to 
those States. The fourth provision was to surrender to Vir- 
giria the United States stock in the Dismal Swamp Canal; to 
“Kentucky our subscription in the Louisville and Portland Ca- 
nal; to Maryland our subscription in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal; and to the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company 
“our subscription to stock in that canal. The conditions of these 
transfers were, that Maryland should pledge her faith tocomplete 
‘the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the river Ohio, and that 
United States property and troops should forever pass free of 
chargé ajong the whole ofthese canals. Jis desire was to dis- 
solve the connection ofthis Government with al! subscriptions 
of honey to improvements within the States, and to let the 
States construct their awn roads and canals. The. dill was 
“free fron sectional inequalicy. It extended the grants of pub- 
‘lic’ land to all the St ites, for different purposes, to as nearly an 
equal extent-as possible. 1t was free from the constitutional 
objections urged by the late President to the distribution bill. 
He had carefully examined those objections, and had avoided 
“gdwning counter to them in framing the bill. The improve- 
‘wnéntof-the new States by roads and canals,.and the extension 
~of the means of the old States for educating their people, were, 
he corisidered, objecis of vast and beneficial magnitude, and 


“ would'éxert a happy influence over the whole Union, in all 


timeto come. Far more glorious would it be to Congressional 
slation'to effect these great objects, without exacting a cent 
“inthe shape’ of taxation from the people, than it. was to the 
máster ðf the Roman Empire, who, to. establish an` eternal 
yoonuiment of the, glories of his reign, erected its eastern capi- 


“tolat the expense ofthe-labor, the money, and all that ‘then -re- 


mained of the genius of obedient millions of his subjects;~ Pre- 
dent and future generations would bless a measuré such’as he 


considered this hill, replete with lasting benefit to every partof - 


Hn growing Confederacy of fres Republics. 4 
E 
the bill usti! the first Monday in December next, on the ground 
ofits being too late to have any definite action at the present 
session. f 

This motion was agreed te. an 
The following bills were severally read the third time and 
pnssed; : i : 
The billmaking an appropriation for a compilation of the 
laws ofthe Territory of Florida; 

The bill making an appropriation for building light houses, 
light boats, beacon lights, buoys, and for making surveys, for 
the year 1838; - ` 
The bill to continue in force the act to provide payments for 
horses and other property lost in the military service of the 
United States; 

‘The bill to change the location of the office of the Surveyor 
General for the district composed of the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Mlinois, and Michigan; and 

The bill to provide for the defence of the western frontier. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, the bill to authorize the State 
of Mississippi to invest the two per cent. fund belonging to that 
State was taken up. i 

- Mr. WEBSTER moved to strike out “fifty cents,” and insert 
“the minimwn price,’ but subsequently modified it to a motion 
to strike out the morde of investment. 

Mr, TROTTER said; In reply tothe remarks of the honora- 
ble Senator from Massachusetts, I will observe, Mr. President, 
that the bill before the Senate proposes to relinquish to Missis- 
sippi the amount of the two per cent. fund which has accrued 
from the sale of the public lands in that State, and to authorize 
her Legislature to invest itin such railroads in the State as they 
may think proper. This proposition isin strict confermity to 
the practice which has recently been adopted by Congress. A 
bill has passed the Senate during the present session, tọ permit 
the State of Alabama to appropriate the two per cent. fund 
which has accrued from the sales of her pyblic landsin the con- 
struction of a great railroad in that State; and the same privi- 
lege has been extended to Arkansas, Michigan, and Louisiana. 
By the terms of the compact of 1817 between the United States 
and the State of Mississippi, five per cent. of the proceeds ofthe 
sales‘of the public lands im the State was reserved; three per 
cent. of which was to be appropriated by the State to objects of 
internal improvement within her limits, and the remaining two 
per cent. by Congress to the making of a road leading to the 
State, We believe that the reasons which then existed for 
making this designation of the purposes to which the two per 
cent. should be applied have long since ceased, and that the con- 
trol ofit by Congress should cease also. The principle of the 
bill, it wili thus be perceived, is to relinguish this fund to the 
State, and to place it under her control, miting its application 
to roadsand railroads, Upon this general proposition, there can 
arise, as I conceive, no controversy, because the principle of it 
has been already frequently acquiesced in, and fully established. 
The bill, however, makes a further provision that the amount of 
this fund now on hand, as well as that which may hereafter ac- 
erue. may be invested in lands, subject, to private sale or entry 
at fifty cents an acre. This is asked with the view to increase 
the means thus placed at the disposal of the State, to effect those 
great purposes of internal improvement which it is the sole de- 
sign of the measure to accomplish, and which are so loudly de- 
manded by the condition of the State; and as this is, perhaps, 
the first time Congress has been called upon to act upon such a 
proposition, I will proceed to state, as concisely as I can consis- 
tently with the nature of the subject, the grounds upon which 
we urgeitsadoption. The five percent. fund reserved under 
the terms of the compact of 1817, was evidently intended to be 
a consideration for the relinquishment which the State was 
compelled to make of her claim to the waste and unappropriated 
lands within her limits, and of her rightto tax the same within 
five years after their sale by the United States. I say the State 
was compelled to adopt the ordinance by which this relin- 
quishment was made, because it was made a condition of 
her admission into the Union, and an indispensable one, and 
thätlit should likewise be irrevocable without the consent of Con- 
gress. It must, then,.be confessed that the reservation of the 
five per cent. was a very paltry and inadequate consideration 
for the immense sacrifice not only of her pecuniary interest, 
but of her sovereign powers of legislation, which the State was 
thus forced to make. The amount of the sales of her lands, 
reaching already the enormous sum of near $13,000,000, afford 
abundant proof of this, if proof were wanting. ‘This compact 
has, however, never been disturbed, and I-am sure I do not de- 
sign to do soat thistime. The Government itself appears to 
have become sensible of the hardships and injustice which the 
several new States suffered by the operation of this and similar 
ordinances, and has already taken steps to lessen the severity 
of them, by restoring to these States the taxing power so un- 
justly withheld, and by permitting the States of Arkansas and 
Michigan to enter the Union, without. this restriction upon their 
constitutional rights. There is not perhaps in the whole his- 
tory of the operations of the Federal Government, a more ob- 
noxious and arbitrary exercise of power, than that which ex- 
acted the surrender of which Iam speaking. A surrender which 
necessarily carried with it the highest and most essential attri- 
pute of sovereignty and jurisdiction. A surrender which, in 
principle, abandoned the freedom and indeperidence of the 
States, and the exercise of a most important integral portion 
of their municipal powers. Yes, sir, itabridged their rights 
trippled their resources, and laid them under a degrading con- 
ribution to the Federal Government. Its tendency was not 
only tocramp and paralyse their energies; but to place them in 
a most humiliating contrast with their sister States. Under the 
provisions of the Constitution, they were entited to admis- 
sion into the Union, upon the same terms with the original 
States; and Congress had no power to abate one jot or title.of 
theirinherentsover ignty, freedom, and independence. But I 
will not pursue this subject, further than to remark, that what- 
ever may be the issue ofthe question which respects the ‘right 
of the States to the dominion of the lands within their chartered 
imits, there can yet be no doubt as to the injustice and ille- 
gality of the prohibition to tax them, after they have heen 
sold, and become a part of the mass of private property. If 
this prohibition could be rizhtfully extended. five years after 
the lands are sold, why not fifty, ora thousand, or ad infinitum? 
But no one will insist that a permanent restriction of this sort 
would be tolerated, for a moment, by any State that deserves to 


be rankedassuch amongst the members of our glorious Con- . 
federacy. The United States possessed just the same power to | 


. then moyed te postpone thé further consideration ef | 


inhibit the exercise ofthe taxing power of the States over any — 


other species of private property within their. limite. 
one will preten would na that if this restriction ha 


this extent, that it would not have been an effectual ‘pr 
of theit. sovereignty and political integrity; nay, that it: wo; 
not have been fatal to their very existence.. > But, where. d 
difference in principle between tlic two cases? -Betwe 
right to tax private: land, and slaves, money, or merchandise? . 
Sir, the Government had no power. to make sucha compact 
with à State of.this Union. ` The State which I have the honor 
in part te represent.on this floor, has much catise to complain 
ofthe operation of this restriction, not only. for the reasons. al- 
ready suggested, but because it has been the- means of curtail- 
ing her lawful resources, To what extent her revenue: has 
been diminished by its operation, itis impossible at this time to 
determine with accuracy. [That the amount has been very con- 
siderable, there is, however, no doubt; and’ will be found, I 
dare say, quite equal to, if it does not exceed, the extent of the 
privilegessought by this bill. Wes, sir, I have butlittle doubt, 
that ifall we ask is conceded, we shall not receive more. than 
upon just principles of restitution, we are entitled to.. “Restore 
us to our Yights, which have been withheld, violated, outraged, 
by tho hara and cruel policy of the Government, This is what 
We ask. 
But there are other grounds, far less debatable, upon which 

t rest the success of this bill, and rest i twith entire confidence. 
It is upon the broad principle of equal justice. You are asked 
To do for Mississippi what you have done for the other new 
States, for Alabama, Indiana, Hlinois, and Ohio We do not 
ask_ you to do this, however, by a direct grant of the public 
Jands to the extent of those which have been made to these 
States, but by a simple reduction of the price to fifty cents an 
acre, so that we may: be permitted to purchase at that price to 
the extent of the fund which has accrued or may hereafter 
accrue tous. It is true, we may be mistaken when we sup- 
pose, as we do, that in this way we shall be put upon terms 
of something like equality with the enumerated States, For it 
may turn out that in paying fifty cents an acre for these lande, 
(being only allowed to purchase such as are subject to private 
entry,) we may give for them as much as they are worth, and 
in that event we gain nothing by the bill. We are willing, 
however, to take it in this way, leaving its confirmation to the 
Legislature of the State. And it remains for me to show, that 
by the most favorable calculation. of results, we will barely 
receive our just proportion ofthe public lands. 

it will be recollected by the Senate that the United States 
have granted to the State of Alabama 400,000 acres of the public 
lands for purposes of internal improvement; to Indiana 434,000; 
to Htinois 480,000; and to Ohio 1,050,000, for similar purposes; 
whilat not one acre has ever been granted to the State of Mis- 
sissippi; and yet she has already paid into. the National Trea- 
gury nearly $13,008.000, the proceeds of the sale of her lands. 
Itis interesting and instructive to examine the official tables of 
the aggregate sales of the public lands in the several new 
States, and to contrast them with the tables, alse official, of the 


grants made to the same: 
Yn Ohio, the sales up to the 30th Sept. last are - $21,777,692 95 


Indiana - - 17,569,450 39 
Ilinois - ` . : - « 11,610,024: 72 
Alabama a - : - - 16,466,849 08 


Mississippi -~ - 12,538,606 13 
Thus we discover that Mississippi has paid to the United 
States nearly a million of dollars more than Nlinois, and only 
a few millions Jess than the other States included in the ent- 
meration, whilst in the table of grante, and favors and dona- 
tions, she stands exactly in the proportion of 000,000. acres'to 
400,000 to Alabama, 434,000 to Indiana, 480,000 10 IHinois,: and 
1,050,000 to Ohio, Is this just~is it consonant with those prin- 
ciples of equality which Jie. at the foundation of our Republi- 
can institutions? I am sure there can be but one answer to 
this question. But I do not compiain of the Government for 
this; for I am not apprised that whilst this distribution of privi 
leges was in progress, Mississippi Lrought forward her claim 
to any portion of the public lands tor similar purposes. lt 
remains to beseen whether she will have just cause to tax the 
partiality and injustice of Congress on this subject 
I now propose to show that the adoption of this bill will 
harely, under the most favorable anticipation of results, bring 
the State of Mississippi up by the side of the other States, © 
The amount of the two per cent. fund which has already ac- 
erued from the sale of the lands in Mississippi, is $274,518," If 
this sum shall be invested in land, at fifty cents an- acre, as 
proposed by the bill, it will purchase 549,036 acres.: ‘This 
will exceed the quantity. granted to Alabama 149,036 acres, that 
to Indiana 115,036,.to Ilinois 69,036, and will fall short.of that 
granted to Obio 501,000. From this estimate, however, it is 
necessary to deduct the value of the purchase money, which is 
the property of the State, ‘The sum of $274,518, which the 
State will pay for the quantity of land above mentioned, will, 
at the average price of the sales heretofore made by the Go- 
vernment, of the whole 75.000.000 acres which have teen dis- 
posed of, and which is Sl 26} an acre, purchase about 
217,000 acres of land. In order, therefore, to adjust the balances 
fairly between Mississippi and the other States, it is proper to 
deduct the 217,000 acres, the value of the fundon hand, trom 
the 549,036 acres; and, when this is done, it will be perceived 
that Mississippi will receive upon the principles of a grant, 
and upon the terms of the donations to the other States, only the 
quantity of 322,036 acres. This will. be Jess than Alabama has 
received by 67,964 acres, than Indiana by 82,036, than Hlinois 
by 147,038, and than Ohio by 718,000! So far, sir, the calcula- 
tion is based upon official data None can mistake them . or 
the results which few from them. . The Senate. will perceive 
that we are yet greatly- behind the cther States; and the bill 
* proposes to obviate this inequality by anticipating the future 
gales in Mississippi. Iv proposes. to invest the amount. which 
shall hereafter accrue, in the same manner and upon the ‘same 
terms with that which’ has already accrued. The difficulty 
which arises here is in ascertaining what the amount of the 
future sales will be;-and in ihe parauli of this inquiry all our 
timates must be conjectural, of course. 
"There havebeen sold in the State 9,235,945 acres of Jand, for 
the aggregate sum, as I before remarked. of $12,538,606 13. 
There yet remain unsold and undisposed of, 11,274,474 acres; 
in which is included, however, the quantity subject to resident 
Choctaw locations; and it will also be recollected by the Senate 
that of this amount- still remaining unsold, there are within 
the Augusta land district alone nearly seven millions of acres, 
and in the adjoining. Washington district upwards of two mil- 
Hons mores making the entire quantity in these two districts of 
“about 9,000,000-ofacres. The Senate willalso remember that 
in the Augusta district, which contains 7,429,887 acres, there 
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have as yet been soid only 662,620 acres; and in the Washing 
ton disrict which contains 3,507,363 acres, only 1,361,441 
acres; making the total of the sales in these two districts daring 
alithe time the lands have been in market, 2,023,000 acres, 
The situation of the greaicr portion of the section of country 
embraced in these two districts, is probably known to some of 
the members of the Senate, It ts, for the most part, a continua- 
tion of pine barrens and sterile sandy plams, thinly inhabited, 
But the sales afford abundant proof, il proof were wanting, to 
show the poverty of these lends and the slight demand which 
exists for them; and 4 verily believe, that if the Government 
could sell them all at an average price of 124 cents an acre, it 
would be an advantageous bargain. It is possible that, at some 
very distant day, when the population in the State shall 
become crowded, this most healthy and delightful region 
of country may pecome desirabie for other than mere plant- 
ing purposes; in which event, the lands will sell for a bet- 
ter price than I have supposed. It is probable that some of 
them may continue to sell at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents; and out of that portion in the Augusta district, embraced 
within the-limits of the late Choctaw cession, many sales will no 
doubt be effected. Of the quantity undisposed of in the other 
districts, it is impossible for me tw say withany certainty what 
portion can be sold. AU the best sections have boen long since 
taken up by settlers, and those who have had capital to invest 
on speculation, ‘These lands have been culled with that vigi- 
Jance and sagacity which characterize those who make it a 
business to deal inlands for profit. Very few tracts of choice 
tand, F venture to say, can at this day be found in any townships 
which have been brought into market. Upon the whole, L take 
it that the future sales, for the purposes of this argument, may 
be set down atasum not exceeding four millions of dollars; 
especially if the graduation bill, which has already passed the 
Senate, shall. become a law. Taking $4,000,000 as the amount, 
and the future fund to be invested will be 880,000. ‘his will 
purchase 160,000 acres, according to the terms of this bill; but 
from this estimate it is proper to deduct, as betore, the value of 
the purchase money; and as the future sales cannot, in my opi- 
nion, average more than one dollar per acre, this fund will pur- 
chase 80,000 acres, which, subtracted from the 160,000, will 
lsave only 80,000 to be added to the 332,036 already mentioned. 
Chis will secure to us only 4120.0 acres, which is more than 
the quantity granted to Alabama Ly 12,000, less than to Indi- 
ana 22,009, than to Mlinois 68,000, and Ohio 638,000 acres; so 
that we shalt still be behind these States a quantity averaging 
140,000 acres. In this estimate, I may be incorrest. do not 
profess to be versed in this sort of calculation. If T have erred, 
however, I am sure the Senate will believe it to be uninten- 
tional. Ofone thing Fam sure; and that is, that no calculation 
which can be made will place us in advance of the other States; 
and the question now arises, whether you will pass this bill? 
Sir, I cannot permit myself to doubt for a moment the disposi- 
tion of this body to do justice to Mississippi upon ‘his subject. 
1 have already shown you how unequal and humiliating is the 
contrast in which she is made to stand to other new Stutes ofthe 


Union; and I have shown you by official facts, also, theextent of . 


the revenue which she has furnished to the Government. Is, 
there, can there be, any reason ox pretext for refusing to do as 
much for her in aiding her to improve her internal condition, 
as has been done tor the other States? Have nat her citizens 
performed as many meritorious services for this Government as 
those ofthe other new States? Have they not endured the same 
hardships and privations in settling and improving the wild 
Jands which you claim in her Cerritory? Have they not, like 
the pioneers of the other new States, given incveased valua to 
the public lands by their exertions and their sacrifices? Did 
they not submit to the labor and the difficulties of opening the 
way to these lands? Yes, sir, I ask you if they did not expx 


themselves, too, to all the perils of savage war, experience 
every species of suffering and privation, become exiles from 


tt 
society, the endearments 


country and their homes, abanden all the blessings of 
nf friends and neighbors, and of kin- 
dred, and commit themseives and their destiny to the dark, 
desp bosom of the wilderness? Sir, if any man doubvty these 
thinga, or believes that I have been drawing upon my imagi- 
nation to form this picture, let me tell him that he is gready mista- 
ken. Lhave witnessed the exposure, the hardships, the actual snf- 
ferings and privations of many worthy families, in forcing their 
way through our immense wilds to some choice place, on 
which they have erected their temporary. camp, exposed for 
weeks and for monihs to all the inclemencies of the weather— 
I have geen the hard toils of the new setter to erect ha dwel- 
ling, and tg remove the tangled forests which surrounded him. 
But I have not time to pursue this topic. 1 feel proud to know 
that the Government has bech enabled properly to appreciate 
the services of the early settler in our western wilds, and the 
claims which they have created by these services to the justice 
of thelr country, and that there ure few, very few, who now re- 
gard them in the lightofa “armless rabble.” On these grounds, 
Mississippi has her claims--as strong, I dare say, as those of 
any other new State—to the privileges asked for by this b Il. 
She demands them, too, sir, by the immensity of her resources, 
already greater than those of any other State. in the Union. 
She needsail the means to which she is entitled, to aid her in 
her purposes of interna) improvement. tu develope these re- 
sources. Her populadion, which in 1820 was only seventy-five 
thousand souis, and in 1830 oniy one hundred and sixty-one 
thousand, now numbers nearly four hundred thousand, and it is 
rapidly and daily incveasing. The tide which set into Missis- 
gippi a few yee nee, with a sweeping current, is still pour- 
ing in upon us, and it may be said.to acquire additional force 
and volume asit rolls forward. Theamount of the product of 
the State in cotton alone, during the last year, was about 
350,000 bales, worth near $15,000,000; and yet Mississippi is in 
its infancy, struggling with difficulties. The reverses and 
troubles ofthe times have fallen with peculiar severity upon 
this young State, owing to causes which I need not repeat, but 
which, I trust, will soon cease. She will soon rise superior to 
all her difficulties, and stand amongst her sisters with a credit 
as fair, and a strength as mighty, as any State in this Confede- 
racy. Ter clesiiny must be a proud one, and she only needs 
the aid of provident and wise legislation in hastening the de- 
velopment of the elements of her prosperity to bring that desti 
uy to a speedy consummation. We ask you, then, sir, to give 
us at once the means which we think we are so justly entitled 
to. Let us no longer stand so far behind our sister States. Sir, 
we shall have just cause of complaint if we are refused this 
grant, We can complais, and will complain, of your partiali- 
ty and your favoritism. We do not wish to do this; we love 
and venerate this Union, and respect our sister States. Do jus- 
tice to us, then, sir. You will lose nothing by this course; no, 


but you will gain that, compared with which mere dollars and 


cents are but trash, fit to be thrown, like Shakspeare’s physic, 
to the dogs. You will gain the confidence and the affections of 
your citizens, the only safeguard, at last, for the perpetuity of 
our institutions. Yes, the Government may enrich itself at the 
expense of iis 
though it may invest it with the means of exerting a magnifi- 
cent bounty, or ati overshadowing patronage, is at last but the 
source of its Weakness and premature decay. 1 was very’ for- 
cibly stiuck with the remarks of a very sensible writer. in one 
of our papers, which fell in my way a few dayssince, and as 
they are well adapted to illustrate the principles which I have 
been urging upon the Senate, I must ask theic indulgence to re- 
cur to themat thistime. This writer is speaking of the philo- 
sophy of civil government, and is contrasting the philosophy of 
the present day in France with that of her Revolution, and he 
concludes the contrast by remarking that: 

“The philosophy of the present day speaks in another tone, 
and presents a different aspect. It is not conservative, butcon- 
structive. H wishes not to destroy, but te build, and profiting 
by the experience of the past, strives to lay the foundations of 
our social edifice where alone they can securely rest-—in the af- 
fections of the popular heart, and in the primal indestructible 
truths which lie at the bottem of that heart. 
to throw the different members of the body politic into confu- 
sion and uproar, but would rather clasp them all in bonds of: 
kindred sympathy, equal rights, and acommon destiny. ‘These 
principles are well suited to this country, because their tenden- 
cy isto give us faith in the principles on which our popular 
institutions rest. We need that faith. The strongest thinker 
of antiquity, who had perhaps the greatest intellect the world 
has ever known, declared that Government to be the best which 
showed the greatest number of citizens who were neither rich 
nor poor. ‘Herein lies the secret of our strength and glory. 
Power, in this country, is destined to follow land. ‘This is that 
true balance of which theoretical writers make so much ac- 
count; and so long as they who hold that balance are neither 
rich nor poor, the Commonwealth may oscillate, but it is self- 
poised, and cannot be overturned.” Len 

I invoke the Senate to apply the excellent principles of the 
philosophy here spoken of to the measure now under conside- 
ration, and give us the benefit of the application. Sir, I trust 
the Government of this country may never lose sight of these 
great principles, for, if steadily adhered to, they cannot fail to 
conduct us forward to ultimate prosperity and- happiness. 
These principles desectate monopolies, because they result in 
inequality, and consequent aristocracies, more or less oppres- 
sive, according to the extent of the exclusive favors conferred. 
They are especially opposed to monopolies of the soil, that best 
gift of God to man. They recommend the diffusion of the bene- 
fits of the public lands amongst the greatest practical number 
of the peaple—all possessing, none monopolizing. : 

These principles are violated by any partial and unequal dis- 
tribution of the public favors, because so soen as it is disco- 
vered that the Government is adininistered upon a system of 
favoritism, the confidence and affections of the citizens in and 
for tarve lost, their attachment ceases, and it can only rely for 
support upon adventitious aid. But when that happens, the 
days of our Republic may be considered as numbered. In ad- 
ministering a Government like ours, we should never lose sight 
of these considerations. ‘There is a spirit peculiar to every 
species of human Government. The spirit of our Govern- 
ment is eyuality, and its basis is public virtue, and al] our acts 
of public legislation should be steadily regulated by this great 
principle. This~trict attention to the leading and fundamental 
spirit of their form of Government, is rigidly adhered to in 
other countries. Fear is the principle of a purely despotic Go- 
verument, and accordingly we find that all the edicts of the 
ruling despot are designed to foster this spirit. The natural 
hatred of the subjects of such a power is forced to conceal it- 
self bencath the summary and the bloody code which exacts 
their obedience 10 its odious and oppressive mandates. Itis the 
interest of such a Government to make itself rich and power- 
ful, and to keep its subjects in poverty and ignorance. Tt deals 
out its favors with profusion to the few who are its favorites, 
and its ministers and minions, whilst it seizes with rapacity upen 
the property of its miserable subjects. But it is not so, thank 
God, with us. Equality of rights, civil, political, and religious, 
is, or should Le, our leading object; and the favors, as well as 
the protection, of this Government, should be extended alike to 
all. With these remarks, I submijt the question to the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama also addressed the Senate for some 
time in favor of the general views of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi; and concluded by offering an amendment for the original 
bill, which was accepted by Mr. Trorrer, under the assurance 
from those who opposed the details of the original bill, that if 
an express grant of land were asked for Mississippi equal to 
that made to other States, that it would be granted. 

Mr. TROTTER then gave notice that he would, on the next 
day, ask leave to introduce a bill for that purpose. 

On mation by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill for the benefit 
of the Mouut Carmel Railroad Company was taken up: and 
after some remarks from Messrs. SMITH, TIPTON, and CLAY 
of Alabama, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill explanatory of the act regulating the pay and emolu- 
ments of brevet officers, approved April 16, 1816, was taken up 
as the general order; and after a debate, in which the bill was 
advocated by Mr. PRESTON, and opposed by Mr. HUBBARD, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading—yeas 20, nays 18. 

Tne bill to authorize a subscription for stock in the Jefierson 
and New Albany Canal Company, was, on motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, laid on the table. 

‘The bill to direct the investment of certain funds belonging to 
Indian tribes in certain State stocks, was taken up and consi- 
dered, and, after some remarks from Messrs. WHITE and 
WRIGHT; laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Senate took the bill for 
the relief of William Crooks and James Crooks; and after a de- 
bate, in which it was aclvocated hy Messrs. MERRICK, CLAY- 
TON, LINN, and BAYARD, and opposed by Messrs. CLAY, 
of Alabama, HUBBARD, WHITE, and NILES, it was reject- 
ed—yeas 13, nays 21. 

On motion of Mr CLAY of Alabama, the bill for the relief 


of William Jones was taken tp; and after a brief explanation- 


from Mr. C. it was amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relief of William Fuller was 
explained by Mr. ROBERTSON, and after a bri 
was rejected. 

And the Senate then adjourned. 


‘aken up, and 
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‘izens, but the power which it thereby acquires, | 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Wenpnespay, July 4, 1838. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from’ ihe Committee of Ways and 


} Means, moved their discharge from ‘the various memorials not 


reported on by that committee; which was agrecd to. a 

Mc. C, aiso reported: Senate bill for the relief of the hèits of 
Francis Newman, late collector of internal revenue. in Mary- 
land, with a recommendation that it be rejected; and it waslaid 
on the table. . k 

Mr. C. aiso reported Senate bili, supplementary to the act 
establishing branch mints of the United States; andit was also 
laid on the table. Te Ree i 

Mr. C. also reported, without amendment, Senate bill to au- 
thorize the sale of certain (the Bankof the United States] bonds 
belonging to the United States; andthe same was committed. 

On motion of Mr. C. the committee had leave to sit during the 
sessions of the House for the remainder of the session. ` 

Mr. C. said he felt it his duty to announce to the Wousé that 
to-day and to-morrow were the last-days during which they 
couldsend any bills to the Senate originating in‘this body. 
There were four important appropriation bills not yet reached, 
and hesheuld be under the necessity of asking the House to go 
into Committee of the Whole thereupon to-day or to-morrow. 


THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi rose, he said, at the request of 
the parties implicated, and also from his own sense of the pro- 
priety and importance of the subject, notwithstanding the late 
period of the session, to call the attention. of the House to the 
duelling report. As a question of privilege, he believed he had 
aright to submit a motion in relation toit at any time, and he 
should move to take itup. He did sofrom the fact that mem- 
bers of that House were deeply implicated, and the House ought 


not toadjonrn with such an indictment, or inquest, or verdict, 


with judgment pronounced, impending over the heads of those 
gentlemen. - Mr. P. then submitted his motion. : 

Mr. GRANTLAND would inform the gentleman, that, if his 
object was to get a vote upon the resolutions, Mr. G. believed he 
could easily attain it. 

The CHAIR would entertain the motion as a privileged 
question, but 1t was still in the power of the House to decide 
whether they would take it up or not. : 

Mr. GRAY inguiredif it would be in order to move to lay 
the motion on the table. ‘ 

The CHAIR. It would, P 

Mr. GRAY made that motion, stating that he did s0, because 
there was not time to act upon it at this period of the session 

The CHATR arrested Mr, G. as a motion to lay on the table 
was not debateable. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether, if that motion prevailed, it 
would nat still be a privileged question to be called up at any 
ume, to demand, he spoke for himself only, to be pat upon his 
wal by that House? ` j 

The CHAIR replied, that it was for a majority of the Hause 
to determine when they would consider the question, 

Mr. WISE knew that, but still would not the question of 
right, as one of privilege, be open for him to repeat at any 
time 

The CHAIR said it would be competent for the gentleman at 
any time to renew the motion to take tus subject from the 
table. 

Mr. WISE. Well then, I give the House warning that I 
have waited patiently and quietly for the House to prosecute this 
affair to a trial. I have beei— i i 

Mr. GRAY sgaid he was compelled to rise toa question of 
order. He had been peremptorily forbidden from assigning 
one or two reasons why he made the motion, and had taken his 
seat, and he should therefore object to other gentlemen being 
permitted to do that, from which the Crair had precluded him. 

Mr, WISE. I never expected justice in this matter; I~ 

The CHAIR appealed to the gentleman from Virginia; the 
question was nota debateable one. . 

Messrs. CUSHMAN, PISTRIKIN, and SOUTHGATE, simul- 
taneously called for the yeas and nays, but they were refused, 
and the motion to lay on the table was agreed to, without a 
division i : 

Mr. WISE made a request to the House, and asked Mr. 
ADAMS to give way for the purpose, to do him the justice to 
print the evidence in that infamous duel, or rather the infamous 
evidence of the duel case, ; 

My. ADAMS did not give way, because, after what fell from 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs yesterday, 
he could not do so. : 

Mr. HARLAN made a similar request, to enable the commit- 
tees toreport; but, for the same reason, Mr. A. declined. 

Mr. ADAMS then again continued his remarks on the ques- 
tion a the annexation of Texas, UH the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour. 


STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr. BIDDLE then rose and stated that yesterday it was the 
intention of the chairman. of the Judiciary Committee (Mr. 
Tuomas] to take up the bill to provide for the prevention of 
steamboat accidents, but his purpose having been diverted by 
the very unprofitable debate that occupied all the day, Mr, H. 
now renewed the motion. He added, that at least five hundred 
lives had been sacrificed through the tardiness of Congress. ` 

The motion was unsuccessful; the House even refusing to 
order the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked leave to propound a question toM. 
ADAMS; but it was objected to. f 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, the House passed to the orders 
of the day. - . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the report: of 
Mr. Hasler on the subject of a standard of weights and mea- 
sures. 4 A : 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of War, transmit. 
ting copies of the correspondence between that Department 
and Major General Scott, in relation to the removalof the Che- 
rokee Indtans. $ : 

oe motion of Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, laid on the 
table. ` 
Mr. GRENNELL moved to discharge the Committee of tie 
Whole from the further consideration of the bill for the pre- 
vention of duelling, with a view to bring it into the House for 
action. Mr. G. said he made this motion undera strong sense 
èr duty, having been instructed by the Legislature of hia 

tate. 3 

Objection being made— 

Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, 


: 
) 
À 


: BI iS ‘called for the, yeas and nays; but they were 

Yefused, as did the House the motion to suspend. _ 

The dill’ to- authorize ihe sale of certain public lands of the 

"Gaited States, rear the Wabash and Erie canal, in the State of 

as reada.third time and passed, 

: `“: PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 3 

‘The House thei resumed the consideration ofthe bill from the 

Benate, to modify the deposite act of 1836, etc. 

> The- question pending wason the proviso of Mr; GARLAND 
‘of Louisiana to the amendment ef Mr. CURTIS, as stated in the 
proceedings of las: night. . ; 

COM GRANT said the laborious proceedings of yesterday 
‘must conyince every one of the impracticability of coming w 
‘any further decision on this bill; and with a view to reach 
some of the other important business, he demanded the pre- 
“vious question, l 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked him to withdraw 
it, but Mr. G. declined; and the cries of “ not. no!’ resounded 
from all parts of the hall. 

“The previous question was seconde:-—ayes 119, noes 39; and, 
on ordering the main question, 

, Mr. ROBERTSON called for the yeas and nays; but they 

were refused, and the question prevailed without a count. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nayson the main 
‘question; whicn, being ordered, were—yeas 178, nays 33, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, ‘Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknetl, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, 
Brodhead, William B. Calhoun, J: Calhoon, Cambreleng, Wan. 
B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Corwin, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Fairfield, Farrington, R. Fletcher, 
Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Gailup, Rice Garland, Glas- 
cock, Goode, James Graham, Wiiliam Graham, Granuand, 
Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haynes, Henry, Hero, 
Hoffman, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Ingham, Thomas B. 
‘Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnsun, Juan. W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Lewis, Lingoln, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, 
“Maxwell, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, MeClure, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ozle, Palmer, 
Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Penny 
packer, Phelps, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Pract, John UL. Pren- 
tiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randalph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Jobn Robertson, Bdward Robinson, Rumsey, Ser» 
geant Augustine 1f, shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 

ibley, Slade, Southgate, Stan!y, Stuart, Stone. Suration, Tali 
ferro, Taylor, Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, Fi y 
Towns, Underwood, Vail, Weeks, Alvert s. White, John White, 
Elisha Whiulesey, Thomas 'Y, Whituesey, Lewis Wiliams, 
Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Word, Worthington, and Yorke—178. 

NAYS—Messrs, Atherton, Buchanan, Bynum, Cushmar, 
Dromgoole, Fry, Griffin, Hawkias, Hwbley, William Uf Hun. 
‘ter, Keim, Klingensmith, Logan, McKay, Moore, Calvary 

_ Morris, Noble, Owens, Paynter, Petrikin, Piumer, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Snyder, Spencer, Turney, Wagener, Web- 
ater, Jared W. Williams, and Yell—33. 

Bothe bill, comprising the first section of the Senate’s bill, 
© was ordered to a third reading, in the following words: __ 

Beit enacted, ge. That the last clause of the 5th section of 
the act entitled “an act to regulate the deposites of the public 

oney,” approved 234 June, 1836, declaring that the notes or 
pills ofno bank shall be received in payment of any debt due to 
‘the United States, which shalt, after the 4th day of July, 1836, 
fasue. any note or bill ofa less denomination than five dollars, 
shall bẹ and the same is. hereby modified, so that the interdic- 
tion as to the reception of the hills and notes shall net conunue 
against any bank which kas, since the said 4th day of July, 1836, 
issued bills or notes of a less denomination than tive dollars, or 

~ which shall issue any such bills or notes prior to the first day of 
“October, 1838; but that from and after the said last mentioned 
day the bille or notes of no bank shall be received in payment 
ofany debt due to the United States, which bank shail after that 
@ate issue, re ‘issue, or put out any bill or note of a denomination 
‘Jess than five dollars. ; 
: ne bill wos then read a third time and put on its passage, 
‘when K 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, moved to commit itto 

the Committee of Ways cud Means, with instructions so ta 

amend it as to provide that the Government deposites shal! not 
be discounted with, or otherwise used for banking purposes. 

Mr. C. made a brief argu.nent in support of the principle in- 
volved in this proposition, and conciuded by calling forthe yeas 

-and nays, but, before they were ordered or refused, — 

Mr. GRANT deman led the previous question, which, being 

-geconded—ayes 104, noes not counted. , 

Mr. MARTIN asked for the yeas and nays on ordering the 
main question, but they were refused, and this stage agreed to 
without a count, 7 : 

Mr. MURRAY called for the vote on the main question, be- 
ing the passage of the bill, and the yéas and nays being ordered, 

“were 173 to 31. ` 

So the bill was passed. Eee es 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the words in the title. 
“and for other purposes,” were stricken oul, and then the tile 
Was agreed to. i ; 


; Mx ROBERTSON moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose ef submitting. the following resolution: 


Resolved, That.the President of the United Siates be re- 
quested to communicate to this Touse, on the first day of the 
next session, all the information not heretofore communicated, 
now m possession of the Executive, or winch may be procured 

. before that time, touching undue attempts or practices, If any, 
since. che 29th May. 1830, to keep dawn the price of the public 
lands: or prevent purchases. or entries ihereof, at public or pri- 
wate sale, by. force, threaia,or fraud, and the Measures taken 
since the date aforesaid to prevent, defeat, or punish. such frau- 
-dulent practices and illegal entries upon.the public lands. 
Resolved ‘Phat. the Secretary of the Treasury prepare and 
lay: belore this: House,on the first day of the next session, a 
statement. of all grants:and.donations of pubiic lands, or of the 
proceeds-of.sales-thereof, tothe States, by the Untied States 
distinguishing the amount made to each, and the purpeses auc 
‘considerations upon: which made; aad accompanying the said 
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“statement with an estimate of the amount to which. each State 


. would be eniided of s:milar grants and donations, according to 


the proportion~ specified in the several deeds of cession from 


_the several States iv the United Sates. 


Secondly. A statement of the whole quantity of public land 
now surveyed, and an estimate of the quantity unsurveyed; 
distinguishing each, and where situated; and accompanying the 
same with separate plans for dividing the said jands, and the 
proceeds of sales tiereod, among the Staes, in the proportions 
aforesaid, on such conditions as to the time and manner of divi- 
sion and sale, graduation, reduction of price, and reservation of 
title in the United States, and final disposition, as may be best. 
‘calculated to effect the ubjects of this resolution, in conformity 
with the original compacts entered into between the several 
States and the United States relating to the said lands. 

Thirdly. A plan for reorganizing the land system on such 
principles as will best secure the public against loss from ille- 
gal entries, frauds, &c. pointing out the defects or advantages 
of the present system, more particularly in reference to pre- 
emption and sales at public auction; and in general suggesting 
such alterations as experience may have shown to be necessary. 

M. R. also asked for the yeas and nays; but they were re- 
fused, and the House refused to suspend the rules, 

Mr. JENIFER asked leave to offer a resolution for the ad- 
journment of the House from 2 o'clock to-day till to-morrow 
morning: refused. 

HARBOR BILL. 

The House then took up the “harbor bill,? reported from 
the Committee ofthe Whole with sundry amendments. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a statement in reference to the 
resources of the Government for the coming year. He had no 
doubt the resources of the Government would, in 1833, be 
equal to abouththirty-three or thirty-four millions of dollars; 
but the estimates for the receipts from the cusioms and public 
jands were uncertain; and, moreover, the Treasury notes may, 
to a great extent, be returned. He therefore hoped the bill 
would not be loailed down with amendments. Mr, C. gave a 
statement aliso of the expenditures of the Government for the 
coming year, in substance as follows: 


Appropriations for 1838 already made: 


Army . - %4,200.000 
Civil and diplomati x - - 8,200 000 
Revolutionary and other pensioners - 2.050.000 


Navy, including former appropriations - 5,750,000 


Cumberland road - -500,000 
Preventing and suppressing Indian hosti- 
lities : - - ` 7,740,000 
Protection of northern frontier - -625,000 
Appropriations under permanent laws - 2,260,000 
= —— 26,325,000 
Appropriations wnich wi! provably be made: 
ouian annuities, &o. - - - 1,520 000 
For tions - - . - $50,000 
West Point - G : : - 150,000 
Harbors, &c. : - - + 1,480,000 
Additional appropriations for 
Publicservice - > - -200.009 
New army bill . > - - 723,000 
New Indian treaties : : ~ 1,700,000 
K Fe ———— 6,573,000 
Miscellaneousappropriations not enumerated + 1,000,000 
$33,998,000 


Of the above appropriations, about thirteen millions are for 
extraerdmary purposes, ten millions of which belong to the 
Indian service alone. 

This will make the agg“egate charge vpon the year, includ- 
ing the appropriations of former years unexpended on the Ist 
January last, 47,000,000 dollars. 

Mr. PETRIKIN remarked that this bill was a perfect omni. 
bus, loaded by passengers from all quarters of the Union to en- 
sureils passage, and to prevent it from being farther loaded, and 
to save a few millions from being drained from an already ex- 
hausied Treasury, he detanded the previous question, but the 
Tfouse did riut sustain the motion. 

Mr. SERGEANT made a brief repty to Mr, CAMBRELENS, 
who rejoined ina few words, and atter some remerts from 
Messrs. SIBLEY, McKENNAN, PHILLIPS, and THOMP- 
SON, when ail but two of the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD had moved to accept the amendment ap- 
pro, rlatiiig $8,000 for completing the pier of Kennebunk, 
Maine, an1 the question curing up thereupon, Mr. F. defended 
the appropriation wiii much zealand warmch. The clause 
had been stricken out on motion of Mr. Evans on cae repre- 
sentation of some lawyer living in Kensenunk, who had writ- 
ten to Mr. E. that a large majority of the inhabitants wished 
the work to be suspended, and that, in tkis, they were joined by 
the shipowners and niastersof vessels there. In reviv, Mr. F. 
dwek on (he great importance of the structure, and the neces: 
sity of continuing it, and expressed aŭ varnest hope that tie 
Jouse would aut concur in striking out the item. 

Mr. EYANS again supported the motion w strike out the ap- 
propriation, on the grounds stated by him in committee, and 
adveredto by his coieague. He also added ihe opinion ofann- 
ther resi ot Kennevunk, largely interested there, and a 
State con iov, which opinion was the same as that of the 
others.iny gardto the work. Mr. E. addressed the House at 
length, and with much earnestness against it. 

Mr. McKENNAN gave notice of an amedment he intended 
to move (2s ia committee) fur the annual appropriation for 
surveys. 

Mr UNDERWOOD gave notice of a motion tostrike out the 
item for improving New river, North Carolina. 

[The amendment was cut off hy the prevous 
the appropriation, cousequent.y, re:ained.J 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then rejoined to his colleague, in defence 

of the apprcoriaion for Kennebunk. 
Mr. GRANT said ne had hoped they might have voted on the 
various prepositions instead of discussing them, but fluding 
thrt not to be the case, añer some further remar cs, he moved 
the previous question, which was seconded—veas 82, nay=48. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then moved io fay the biii on the table. 

Mr E. WUT STLESEY askea for the yeas and nays: crdered. 

Ic bemg within three minutesof2 o’clock, several members 
suggested ‘hat the House tuke its recess, but others objecting, 

Mr. MALLORY moved an adiournment, (that is, di! to-mor- 
row m smingat 10 o'clock) and upon this, on the call of Mr. 
E- WEITTLESEY, the yeas and nays being ordered, were 35 
to ik 


question, and 


" mer, Potter, 


‘Charles. $ 


i EVENING SESSION. 
The House convened again at half past throe wcl 
the attendance heing thin, : f Seurt 

Mr. PETRIKIN- moved acallofthe House: ~ 

The CHAIR said, at that-stage, the previous. questi 
been seconded, the. motion: would not.be in order: -5 

Mr. STEWART nioved an adjournment; which wag 
tived~—16 t079. ; wo banging 

The question then recurring. upon Mr. ROBERTSON: 
tion to lay the bill on the table, was then taken and reje 
yeas 58, nays 96. Bhai 

The question “Shall the main question be now ptt?" was 
then agreed to wsihour a division; the House refusing the yeas 
and nays on the call of Nr. Martin. ct Pe y 

Mr. DROMGOOLE cuiled for the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which, being erdered, were—yeas 104, nays 74... 

So the bill was ordered iv a third readiag, and was pus pn its 

assage. b 

Mre. MARTIN then moved to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with instructions to examine into, 
and report on, each item of appropriation, and strike out such 
as a majority of the committee believe not to be proper. 

Mr. M. gave, among others, as reasons for this motion, the 
facts developed in the debate between the two gentlemen from 
Maine, that a majority of the Committee of Ways and Means 
were opposed tothe bill, and the admission made by the gentle» 
mau who had charge of it, thatthe particular items had’ not 
undergone examination. He also adverted to the fact that 
another appropriation was in this bill for Red river, while a 
special bilt has already passed ior that work. 

[In the reference made to the Kennebunk appropriation by 
Mr. M. he yielded the tioor, and Mesars. FAIRFIELD and Evans 
again renewed the controversy in reference to that item, with 
much warmth of retort, butin perfect good humor.) 

Mr. GRANT atated one fact in reply to Mr. Martin, within 
his own knowledge, that the distinguished and lamented gen- 
tleman who reported the bill {Mr. McKim] did examine aad re- 
vise every item in it, item by item, with the reports and ésti- 
mates of the War Department. Mr. G. demanded the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded—d9 to 45. š 

[Pending the annanciation of the tellers report to the SPEAK- 
eR, and before the Cuar had anbounced the Yesult, tho follow- 
ing proceedings took place: 

Mr J. L. Wiuriams of Tennessee moved a call ofthe House: 
Jozi, only 43 voting for it, i A 

Mr. Stuart moved an aijournment, and asked for the, yeas 
andnays, Both motions rejected. ` iS 

The Cuaiz then announced the result of the first vote. J 

The main question having been ordered, was propounded and 
agreed to—yeas 108, nays 8L. f 

Sc the bill was passed. 

Mr. J L. WILLIAMS then moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed. 

Mr, FOSTER demanded the previous question, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to jay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. > 

Mr. GRANT inquired the eflect of this motion, if it prevailed, 

The CHAIR said the bill would cohere, and would also be laid 
on the table. A 

The motion was disagreed to hy the House. 7 

The previous question -was seconded and carried, and the 
House refused to recousicer. decd 

ETN AFFAIRS WITH MEXICO. f 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
from ihe Presidentof the United States, received in the course 
of the day: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In farther compliance with the resclution of the House of Re 
presentatives of the 21st of March last, requesting papers on the 
subject of the relations between the United Statesand Moxico, I 
transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to whom the re- 
soluna was referred, supplementary to the report ofthat officer 
communicated with my message to the House of Representa- 
tives ofthe 27th of April last. M. VAN BUREN, 

WASHINGTON, July 4, 1838. 

The Message was accompanied by two large bundles of 
papers- “ si 
: Mr. HOWARD moved to refer the whole to a select commit- 
tee of thre: members, for the purpose of examining and 
reporting to the House what portion thereo!: should. be 

rinted. t 
à Mr. ADAMS hoped the usual course would ‘be taken, by 
laying on the table and printing these documents, as they 
were of great importance. He nappened to know something 
about them. 

Mr. HOWARD knew something about them too, and was 
satisfied there were not a duzen papers inthe whole mass of 
the slig iest possibile consequence. 

Mr. ADAMS noved to lay them on the table and print, re- 
marking thattheir contents involved the questions of peace and 
war with Mexico. ; 

A division of the question hav'ng been cailed-for, it was 
taken on laying on the table, and agreed to; and the question 
recurring on that to print, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he hoped the House womd not order 
so very volummous a document as this’ to be printed, till the 
Commitee an Foreign Affairs had had an oppurtunity of ex: 
amining whether it was worth it or not, or what part merited 
t at expense. i : 4 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to lay the motion cn the tabie, 

Mr. REED called for the yeasand nay; which, being ordered, 

rere—yuas 103. nays 80, as follows: $ at 
we A Meats Anderson. Atherton, Banks, Beirne. Bicknell, 
Etrasali, Brodhead, Buche nen, Cambreleng, William B. Camp 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Gleva- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Daw: 
son, Deberry.. DeQraff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duin, Edwards, 
Farrington, Foster, Gallup, James Ca 


ü Glascock, Tames 

h Grantiand, Grant, Grifino, Hamer. Hawkins Haynes, 
Howey tale Hopkins, Howard, Wabley, Wiliam H, Hunter, 
Robert Mi. f. Hunter, T: B. Jack J. Johason, Nathaniet 
Jones,J. W. Jones, Acim, Kimgensmith, Legare dbetier, 
Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Mallory, McKay, Abrabam Cellan, 
Močiare, Milligan, ve, Montgomery, Madre, Samuel W., 
Morris, Nebiz, Palmer, Paynter, Penuyhacker, Perrikin, Plu 
Pratt, John i. Pre sily. Rencher, Richar- 
Robertson, Buwyer, Augustine Me Sheppere 
hepard, Snyder, Spencer, Sruart, Siratcon Pa: 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Tursey, Vail, Van 
Webster, Albert 5.White, Jared W. Wil 


son, Eve 


lor, Thermas, 
yeer, Wagcser, 
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lams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wor- 
thington, and Yell—103. 5 

NAYS--Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Teman Allen, John W: 
Allen, Andrews, Aycrigg, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlingion, Davee, Davies, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Rice Garland; Goode, Wil- 
liam Graham, Hall, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
Hoffman, Ingham, Menry Johnson, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Maury, Maxwell, Kobert McClellan, McKennan, Mercer, 
Michell, Calvary Morris, Naylor,’ Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, 
Patterson,Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Rau- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
Shefer, Sibley, Southgate, Stanly, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Word, and Yorke--90. 

So the House laid the motion to print on the table 


STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

On motion of Mr BRIGGS, the House took up the “dill to 
provide for the better security of the lives of passengers on 

oard vessels impelled in whole or part by steam.” 

‘The bill was from the Senate. and the House had agreed to 
various amendments, the question being now on its third read- 
ing. When the bil) was last up, the previons question was 
pending. That question was now carried, and the bill put on 
its passage. Read a third time and passed. : 

he CHAIR suggested that bills on the Speaker’s table be 
taken up, which would greatly facilitate the public business. 


Cries of “agreed,” “agreed.” 

Mr. CURTIS interposed a motion to go into Committee on 
the Union: lost. : 

Sundry bills were laid on the table temporarily, 

_ The joint resolution to lease (gratuitously) landa for the cul- 
tivation of the mulberry and sugar beet, was taken up for con 
sideration. | ; ' 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN an amendment was agreed to 
excepting the lots about the Capitol, and the resolution wasor- 
dered toa third reading. 

POST ROUTE BILI. 

The amendments of the Committee on the Union to this bill, 
were all concurred in, and the bill having been further 
amended, 

Mr. TOWNS moved to reconsider the vote concurring in the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
ofnon-concurring inthe amendment abolishing the Southern 
express mail. 

Aller some conversation, 

Mr. HARLAN, for the purpose of bringing the House to a 
vote, demanded the previous question un that motion; whieh 
eee but the Honse refused to reconsider-—-ayes 27, noes 

5. 

Mr. H. demanded the previous question on the third reading 
of the bill; which prevailed, and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading, then read a third time, and being put on its passage, 

Mr. TOWNS moved to recommit the Dill to restore the 
Southern express mail, and expadated upon the_injusnce of 
ebellehing the Southern express line from Gaston, North Caro- 
lina, to Mobile, Alabama, when not a solitary being had asked 
for its repeal. Mr. T. went into a statement, demonstrating 
that this route had been a very profitable one, producing an 
annual nett revenue of upwards of $50,000 over and above 
every expense, 

Mr. HARLAN regarded the express mail as a complete 
humbug, got upto subserve the interests of Southern specula- 
tors and planters ta forestall the market, by getting the earliest 
European intelligence. Mr. H. moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. RIVSTT, whe assured the gentleman from Kentuaky 
that the object of the express mail was directly the reverse of 
what he had stated, and such most certainly had been its effect. 
The operation of the express mail put early intelligence within 
the rach of all, placed all upon an equal footing, but before 
its establishment the packet news was monopolized by a few 
wealthy speculators. Mr. R. according to promise, renewed 
the mation for the previous question, stating of course, that he 
should vote against it, 

wr, HAYNES and other gentlemen entreated Mr, HARLAN 
to withdraw it, but he declined, and the House seconded it~8] to 
42, and the bill was passed. s 

Mr. RODERTSON gave notice of a motion to reconsider the 
vote laying on the table, the motion to print the Mexican docu- 
ments. , 

On motion, at half past seven, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, July 4, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated to the Senate a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, containing a statement from Mr. 
Hassler in relation to weightsand measures: read, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. a 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial, by the citizens of 
Weetmorelaud county, in Virginia, against the adoption of the 
Sub-Treasury system, and asking, earnestly asking, that a Bank 
the United States may be established. : 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
Jouse bill for the reliefol Captain John Downs, without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported “the bili confirming certain entries of public 
lands, permitted to be maile by registers and receivers of Jand 
districts, under the belief that the tract had heen offered 


at public sele,” which had been recetved from the House with: 


amendments, and recommended a concurrence therein; which 
was agreed to, 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Library, to whom 
had been referred a resolution in relation to the Madison Papers, 

eported the same, with an amendment, which was adepted, 
rand the resolution ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, report- 
ed the bill from the House “to repeal a part of the second sec- 
tion of anact entitled, an act to provide for the organization of 
the Deparunent of Indian Affairs, with an amendment. On 
this bill and amendment. a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
WHITE, LYON, TIPTON, and others took pait, when the 
bill and amendment were ordered to a third reading. 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY. , 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Miliary Affairs, to 
which was referred the amendments of the House to the bill 
to increase the present military establishment of the United 
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States, and for other. purposes, reported the same, and recom- 
mended a concurrence therein, ; 

Mr. PIERCE, though friendly ‘to an increase of the army, 
was decidedly opposed to some of the provisions of the bill, and 


addressed tha Senate at some length, denouncing them as in-- 


viduous, unequal,.and unjust to officers in the line, and partial 
to-those of the staff. 3 ‘ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also spoke against the provisions, and 
said that tle only way to arrest these abuses was to reject the 
bill itself, which had better be altogether Jost than that such 
injustice should be done. He enumerated at length those 
abuses which appeared to him to be most glaring in their 
effeets, 

Mr. BENTON explained the merits of the bill, and contend- 
ed that while it bore on its face a great apparent increase of ex- 
penditure, it would, in fact, be a means of saving to the Go- 
vernment, `; 

The question haying been taken on concurring in the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives; it was carried in the 
affirmative; when 3 
` Mr. BENTON obtained leave, by unanimous consent, to 
bring ina supplemental bill; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c- That the act to which this is a supple- 
mient shall be, and the same hereby is, explained, linnited, and 
modified as follews: 

First. Nothing contained in said act shall be so construed as to 
allow to any officer additional rations for time past, commonly 
called back rations- $ 

Second. The posts at which chaplains’ shall be allowed, 
shali be limited to the number of twenty, and shall be first ap- 
proved by the Secretary of War, and shall be contined to 
places most destitute of instruction. 

Third. That so much of said act as requires assistant quir- 
tex-masters to hescparated from the line, shall be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed, 

Fourth. That the number of lieutenants authorized by said 
act to be added and transferred tu the Ordinance Department 
shall be limited to twelve. 

Fifth. That the monthly pay ofa private soldier, raised by 
said act to eight dollars, shall be limited and fixed at seven dol- 
lars a mo ith; one dollar thereof shall be retained, as provided 
for in said act. à 

Sixth. That no compensation shall be allowed to officers of 
the Engineer Department for disbursements of public money, 
while superintending public works. 

Seventh, That the threc Commissaries of Subsistence, au- 
thorized by said act, shall not be separated frm the line of the 
Army. ~ z 

Eighth. Thatso much of said actas allows one hundred and 
sixty acres of Jand to soldiers who shall have served ten conse- 
cutive years, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

REPEAL OF TILE DEPOSIT ACT. 

Mr, WRIGHT then moved that the Senate proceed to- con- 
sider the amendment of the House to the bill to modify the last 
clause of the fifth section of the deposite act of the 23d June, 
1836 when 
ff Mr. WEBSTER said heshould concur most readily in this 
amendment ofthe Mouse. It gave him the truest pleasure to 
learn that the House had rejected thesecond section of the bill, 
and that it hat done so by so decisive a majority, The House 
had thus arrested the surrender of all control over the public 
Treasure to the Executive. It had interposed its own high au- 
thority in a most constitutional and salutary manner; a manner 
highly becoming the representatives of a free people. For all 
this (said Mr. W.) I feel highly grateftl; and at this result, I 
think, the whole country may be justly congratulated. 

Mr. NORVELL rose to express his dissent to the motion to 
concur with the House of Representatives in striking out the 
second section of the bill. .Hecould not consent to give a vote 
which implied the opinion that the local banks, over which this 
Government had no control, ought to be the depositories of its 
moneys, and of the revenues of the nation, and on that question 
he asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. N. afterwards withdrew the call. 

Mr. PRESTON renewed the call for the yeas. and nays. He 
desired to record his own vote at least on so important a mea- 
sure, 

Mr. CLAY said, though he. had not obtained all that was de- 
sired, he should vote most cordially and hearttly for the amend- 
ment. Without it, or at least inthe shape the bill was sent 
from the Senate, it left all to Executive discretion; but, asit 
then was, it gave some semblance of legal contro] over the 
subject. 

‘The yeas and nays having been taken, there appeared for 
concerring 29, against it 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and 
Wright—29. E 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Alabama, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Williams, and Young—17. 

The bill regulating the pay and emoluments of brevet of- 
ficers' was read a third time; and on the question, shall this bill 

ass. 

Mr. BUCHANAN eaid that he had as high an opinion of the 
merits of Gen: Jones as any man could have, and that if the 
Senator from South Carolina, who had thebill under his charge, 
would consent that the bill should so amended that Gen. Jones 
should receive brevet pay frorn and after the passage of the act, 
it should receive his support; but he had no idea of giving it a 
retrospective bearing. 

Mr. SEVIER said they had defeated a bill in the Senate the 
other day in relation tothe same matter—-giving brevet pay to 
Gen. Macomb. He thought both bills should share the same 
fate; and he, therefore, should move its indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

Some explanations having been given by Mr. PRESTON, 
the motion for indefinite postponement was withdrawn. 

Mr. P. went into a long explanation of the services of Gen. 
Jones, and the claims his gallantry ‘had upon his country. He 
said, however, that he would not object to the suggestion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, ana the old principle that -halfa 
loaf was better than no bread. 

Mr. LYON renewed the motion for indefinite postponement; 
and the question was taken by yeas and nays, and lost; 14 
voting for it, and 21 against it. : 

The bill was then passed by a vote of 21 yeas, to 16 nays. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the tide of the bill 
was so amended as to read “ An act to regulate the pay of the 
Adjutant General when a brevet officer.” ` 

The bills mentioned in the last proceedings as ordered to be 
engrossed, were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution for the printing of the Madison papers was 
read a third time and | passed, : . 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. | : 
_ Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Comittee. on Foreign Rela- 
tions, presented a report, from that committee, ‘of considerable 
length, in which they unanimously recommerid to the Senate 
the adoption of.the following resolutions: Py ia 

Resolved, That after a careful examination sad deliberate 
consideration of the whole’ controversy between the United 
States and Great Britain relative to the Northeastern boundary 
of the former, the Senate does not entertain.a doubtof the en- 
tire practicability of running and marking that boundary. in 


. Strict conformity with the stipulations of the definitive treaty of 


peace of seventeen hundred and eighty-three; and entertain 
a perfect conviction af the justice and validity of the title of 
the United States to the full extent of all the territory in dispute 
between the two powers, 

Resolved, further, That, considering that more than half a 
century has elapsed since the ‘conclusion of that treaty; consi- 
dering the extraordinary delay which has hitherto marked the 
negotiations and proceedings of the Governments of the two 
countries, in their endeavor amicably to settle the controversy; 
and considering the danger of mutual irritation, and collisions 
upon the border of kindred and friendly nations from further 
procrastination, the Senate cannot forbear to express ah ear- 
nest desire that the pending negotiation should be brought to a 
Close, and the final decision of the dispute be made as carly as 
practicable. : ` 7 > S 

Resolved, That, as. it would be inexpedient for the United 
States to proceed, upon their separate authority, to survey and 
mark the Northeastern boundary, until all reasonable means 
of effecting that object by the consent and concurrence of boih 
parties shall have been exhaused, the “ bill. to provide for sùr- 
veying the Northeastern boundary live of the United States 
according to the treaty of seventeen hundred and eighty-three” 
ought not to pass; and it is therefore ordered that it be laid upon 
the table- ` ' . A 

Mr. CLAY, of Ky. rose to say that he had been very anxious 
thatthe report should be read and weighed with all the atten- 
tion and consideration belonging to so grave and important a 
subject; that he should take the opportunity to say, while he 
was up, that the question had bee.. most deliberately and care- 
fully examined in the committee; that the report, which was 
the work of the Chairman, was prepared with’ very great 
ability; that much labor had been devoted to it, n the short space 
that had been allowed, and which was the. more creditable. to 
its author, amid his other various and pressing duties; and 
that it was well calculated to advance his high character before 
the country. Í : 

He was anxious, he said, totake the sense of the Senate upon 
the subject of the resolutions which were recommended, with 
as little delay as was possible. n 

Mr. TALLMADGE followed, and observed that, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Foreign Relations, he had carefully 
and attentively examined the subject of the report, and that he 
concurred entirely with the Senator from Kentucky as to the 
talent and ability with which it wasdrawn up, and the manney 
in which it presented the geeat question. If, uphappily, said 
Mr. T. at any time hereafter any collision should arise between 
the two countries, which he hoped most sincerely would be 
avoided, it was very important, in his view, that the people of 
the country should understand the merits of the controversy, 
They were set forth inthat report in a condensed, and, at the 
same time, sufficiently complete and ample manner to enable 
them fully to comprehend and understand it. The report 
ought, therefore, to be widely and extensively circulated. It 
was Calculated to unite and concentrate the sentiment of the 
country, if that occasion, which be earnestly, deprecated, should 
ever arise. He should, therefore, move for the printing of an 
extra number of copies, the largest that should be thought 
proper ; and hetherefore moved for the printing of 10,000 extra 
copies; which, afterwards, at the suggestion of Mr, WIL- 
LIAMS, supported by other gentlemen, he increased to 20,000. 

Mr. RIVES also expressed his cordial and entire concurrence 
in the remarks which had been made by his colleagues on the 
committee. The report was drawn with distinguished ability, 
clearness, and force. [he argument on both sides was fairly 
represented, and the paper would compare, to great advantage, 
with whatever had been written, that he had seen, upon the sub- 
ject: It was vory important that the merits of the question 
should be made familiar to the American mind; and no docu- 
ment, he conceived, was better calculated to enlighten and con- 
duct it to sound conclusions. He should vote, therefore, with 
the greatest pleasure, for the number of copies proposed by the 
gentleman from New York, and for the bighest number, indeed, 
any Senator might deem it expedient to have published. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said: The great importance of the question, 
and the able manner in which it was treated, and our right 
maintained in the report now made, induce me to desire that a 
larger number than that proposed by the Senator from New 
York should be printed. Every one must see that important 
results may grow out of the report and resolutions now adopted; 
and itis very desirablethat as many of our citizens as can be 
induced to look at the question, should have the meang at hand 
of understanding it, and of being convinced that we are claiming 
our right, and nothing more. “This report, coming from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and from Senators possessing 
the confidence of the nation, must carry conviction te the mind 
ofevery man who will read it, and, therefore, I would ask that 
twenty thousand copies may be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN said: shall vote for the printing of the largest 
number of this report. It cannot be disguised that this contro- 
versy has already assumed a very imposing aspect; so much 
so, indeed, as to render it more than possible that the united 
energies of this people may be required in “its future adjust- 
ment; and yet so exclusively local has the question been 
hitherto considered, that its discussion has excited public at- 
tention in no other quarter of the Union than that more imme- 
diately interested in it. It hag not, therefore, as yet, penetrated 
the interior of the country, or caught the atiention of the great 
body of the American people. This state of things’ can no 
longer exist. The controversy has now taken a form thai must 
interest, in this settlement, every citizen of the Republic. 
Ihave heard, with deep attention, the discussion in the Se- 
nate, and I can sincerely declare, that, in my judgment, no pro- 
Position was ever more free from embarrassment, oF title better 
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pas taken, in order that the public judgment, and with it 
the public energies of the nation, may be concentrated in sup- 
port of that claim, in any emergency to which its adjustment 


may givetise. With this view, I shall vote for the printing of 
the largest number. K 

“Mr. CLAY said that, anong other considerations, which ope- 
rated with him, he confessed that he wished the subject to be 
acted on this day. [Mr. C. was understood to allude to ita. be- 
ing 4thofJuly.J As he advanced in life, he acknowledged the 
influence of feelings and sentiments which might be regarded 
as hordering on superstition, = There was, at all events, it ap- 
peared to him, peculiar fitness in resolving, on the 4th of July, 

1838, to maintain the integrity and iaviolability of the old thir- 
teen United States, whose independence was proclaimed on 
that memorable day. 

_, The question was then put on the adoption of the resolutions 
reported by the committee, and they were agreed to nem. con.; 
and, on motion, twenty thousand additional copies of the report 
and resolutions were ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then adjowrned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
pinot Trurspay, July 5, 1838. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on'leave, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill to provide for erecting fire- 
proofoffices for each surveying district of the public lands, and 

‘or other purposes. 
- Mr. J. asked leave to report some other bills; but Mr. HAR- 
` RISON ‘and Mr. LINCOLN cbjected, unless Mr. ADAMS 
would give way for all the committees to report. 

Mr. ADAMS then again occupied the whole time devoted to 
morning business, in his speech on Texas, atthe end of which, 
he asked to be. permitted to proceed. #3 

Mr, ELMORE moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 

de; forit must be manifest that great injustice would be done 
if this speech went out without some reply. 

` Mr. DROMGOOLE coincided that the grossest injustice had 
been done the Committee ou Foreign Athairs. 

The motion was not agreed ta, and Mr. ADAMS has the floor 
again for to-morrow. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease lands for the cultivation ofthe mulberry and su- 

` gar'beet, was read a third time, and passed. 

~~ On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House went into 
Conimittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CON- 
NOR in the Chair, and, on motion of the same gentleman, took 


up the : 
ee OE aE ENDIAN ANNUITY BILL; 
Being the annual “bill making appropriations for the current 
+ andcontingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
Fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes for 
the year 1838.” 
The bill was read through at length, and some amendments 
moved by Messrs. CAMBRELENG, EVERETT, and BELL, 
> being agreed to, the bill was laid aside to be reported. 
FRIN FORTIFICATION BILL. 
The committee then took up.the bill making appropriations 
for certain fortifications of the United States, for the year 1838. 
At amendment ef Mr. LEGARE, to increase the item for 
Charleston from-$100,000 to $175,000, after some remarks from 
him and Mr. ELMORE, was agreed to. 
Mr. BRONSON moved an additional item of $3,000 for Fort 
Niagara: which waa agreed to—78 to 48. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, moved an amendment for New 
Orleans; which was rejected. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 
. : WEST POINT ACADEMY. 3 
On mation of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the “bill to provide for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 1838,” was 
next taken up. 
Mr, HAYNES explained ils provisions. N 
Mr. C. H: WILLIAMS submitted the substitute laid on the 
table some time since, (February 22.) G 
The substitute was disagreed to. ` : 
: Mr KEMBLE moved an appropriation of $20,000 to rebuild 
the structure destroyed by fire in February last. agreed to. 
Mr. CUSHMAN moved to strike out sundry appropriations, 
but ineffectually. i 
The.bill was then laid aside to be reparted, and, on motion of 
Mr. BRIGGS, the House took up the 
MEMBERS’ BOOKS BILL, 
The title of which is as follows: “A bill anthorizing the pur- 
chase of certain books for distribution among the members of 
© the House of Representatives.” f 
Mr. CUSHMAN moved tostrike out the enacting clause: 
host; . 
The bill was ordered ta be reported. anes 
UNITED STATES COURTS OF NEW YORK. 
_ On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee considered the 
bill to increase and regulate the terms ef the Circuit and Dis- 
trict Courts of New York. ae 
Thecommittee then rose and reported the bilis acted on to 
the House; and, the time. having arrived, 
The House took its recess. d 


EYENING SESSION. re 

Atthe meeting of ihe House, at 3.¢’clock, several Senate bilis 
were redd'twice, and referred to their appropriate standing com- 
mittees. ` 

The House went into Committee of the Whole on the Union, 
‘Mis Oasey ‘inthe chair. 5 

The question pending wag the motion of Mr. Mercer to take 
up the New Harbor bill. - : ; r 
-Mr CAMBRELENG moved that tha committee rise, and re- 
port the bill already acted-on. 
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thata mouen to rise was debatable; but the Cuar (Mr. Casry] 
deciding otherwise, Mr. M. took an appeal, which was de- 
bated for some time, when the CHAIR was sustained. 

The committee then rose-—73 to 49. 

The Indian Annuity bill was taken up, all the amendments 


concurred in, and the bill ordered toa third reading, reada third . 


time, and passed. 

The Fortification bill coming up, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the bill on the tahle, and asked 
for the yeas and nays, but they were refused; and, the motion 
being disagreed to, the amendments were concurred in, and the 
bill ordered toa third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

. The West Point Academy bil} being next in order, and the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole having been con- 
curredin, 

Mr.C. H. WILLIAMS renewed his substitute, and asked for 
tue yeas and nays thereon; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
38, nays 106. 

So.the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. W. then moved to lay the bill on the table: lost. 

‘Phe bill was then ordered to a third reading, reada third time, 
and passed. ` 

The bill to authorize the purchase of certain books for mem- 
bere ot the House of Representatives, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

Mr. PENCHER then moved to lay the bill en the table, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were— yeas 
57, nays 99. 

Xo the House refused to lay the.bill on the table, and the bill 
was passed. 

The bill to increase and regulate the terms of the northern dis- 
trict of New York was ordered to a third reading, and then 

asset. 

Mr. MERCER, from the committee of conference on the dis- 
agrecing votes of the two Houses on the Wisconsin Road bill, 
made a report of their agreement; which was concurred in, and 
the bill passed. a 

Mr. DOW NING moved to recommit the bill authorizing the 
people of Florida to form a State constituuon, to the Committee 
on Territories; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the bill in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary was recommitted to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

The House then went inte Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. CASEY in the chair. 

Atter several motions for priority of business, the committee 
divided for taking up the 

NEW HARBOR RILL; 

the vote being, ayes 76, noes 74. 

The bill was then read by the Clerk. f 

Mr. MERCER submitted an amendment making appropria- 
tions for sundry works therein mentioned. 

Mr. DAWSON asked if they were going into a new harbor 
bill, at that period of the session, when only 137 members were 
present, and involving the country in an expenditure, in the 
end, of at Jeast one hundred mitlions ofdollars. To test the 
sense. of the House, he moved to strike out the enacting clause. 
He went on to demonstrate that the whole scheme was the re- 
sult of a combination of interests and sections, for the purpose 
of plundering the people. 

The dehate was continued by Messts. MERCER, CUSH- 
MAN, CAMBRELENG, BIDDLE, and ROBERTSON, 

Mr. HALL opposed the bill, He wanted to see the old works 
cempleted, or putin a state of probable completion, before new 
ones were authorized to hecommenced. His own opimion was 
that few of them, ifany, ever would be completed, sọ long as the 
Government continued to appropriate money for them, since it 
was not only for the intereat ofthe localities ihat money should 
be expended there, but also of those who had charge of ite dis- 
bursement. ` i 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio remarked that he had not risen to in- 
flict a speech on the committee at this time of the evening, and 
after a ten hours’ siiting, when all must be anxious to breathe 
a different atmosphere than the one by which they were sur. 
rounded, especially when there was such a mass of business’ 

et to-be acted upon, and but two days in which to doit. But 
he felt compelled to say, in reply to the gentleman from. Ver- 
mont, who had just taken his seat, .[Mr. Haz] that he was 
greatly mistaken, ın Mr. A’s opinion, in the declaration that 
the harbors now progressing would not be finished, so long as 
money was supplied to keep them ina forward movement. 
The reason assigned is, that the superintendente were interested 
in delaying their completion, as they received a salary for 
their services; cr a commission on the money exwenaded, and 
hence it was for their advantage to protract the time, and to 
enlarge the expense. “Mr. A. said he was acquainted with the 
history of several of the harbors on Lake Erie, and he fully be- 
lieved money had never been more judiciously, beneficially, 
and economically applied. The works were all under the 
general control of skilful officers of the United States; and the 
immediate superintendents, who made the contracts and dis- 
bursements, he thought, ia no instance, received any thing like 
a fair equivalent fer their services, and who must, theretore, be 
actuated by other considerations than a mere pecuniary one, 
so far at least as itregarded that paid by the Government. He had 
never known or heard ofa case of peculation or fraud, and bat 
few of bad management. Their employment saved the expense 
of keeping comparatively high paid cflicers to perform the 
same duties, and, he believed, they were much more interest- 
ed in urging their works to a speedy termination rather than 
the reverse. It was true these harbors conunued to make de- 
mandson the Treasury, but it was because the original plang 


were not yet executed in some-cases, while in others experi.. 


ence suggested deviations from them, for they were all matters 
of experiment when commenced. He could assure the oppo- 
nents of the system that its friends would halt where they were. 
if they supposed the cost was tebe usreasonahle, comipared 
with the advantages to he derived from it; but they believed it 
warranted by the Constitution, and that the necessities of the 
country, general and Jocal, demanded its continuance, though 
its benefits could only be duly appreciated by those. who had 
witnessed its effects. f . 

Inthe year 1825, there was but a single steamboat above the 


Mr. MERCER insisted upon his motion being put, and also: 


‘Falls of ‘Niagara, she makiug, “solitary and alone,” an unpre 


fitable and hazaardous voyage once in ten days from Buffalo 
Detroit and back,: : Then, too, there were but twenty or thirst 
small shallops, dignified, -itia true, by. the name of- schooner: 
now, instead of one steamboat, there are nearly. sixiy, some.o 
them.of600 tons burthen,. costing an- hundred: thousand. dollar 
and more, and, as `a class, inferior to none afloat: instead of th 
twenty or thirty shallops, there are now 200 ships, ‘brigs,.an 
schooners, honestly. such. But this fleet never-could ‘have ha: 
existence but for the facilities for receiving and discharging car 
goes furnished by. artificial harbors, constituting, also, places a 
refuge to which to flee in time ofneed. Theré are few natura 
harbors-on any of the lakes, and till the construction of those. b 
the Government on Lake Erie, vessels were often driven bi 
storms from one end of it to the other, unless sooner driven oi 
shore, or to the bettom. Such was still the case on Lakes Hn 
ron and Michigan, and would long continue to be, if the policy 
so happily began and so advantageously (prosecuted, was. now 
to be arrested. 

But the business on the lakes had but just commenced; Ohic 
had now 400 miles of canal in operation, and was constructing 
2% much more; Indiana was expending ten millions on. canale 
and railroads; Minois and the infant State of Michigan, each 
halfas much. These all tended to the lakes, and woul} soon 
very greatly increase the business upon them. f 

Mr. A. thought there were equitable considerations pertaining 
.to this matter, go far as the West was concerned. The people 
of what was once the Northwest Territory, had paid as large an 
amount. of money into the Treasury for duties on imported 
goods asany equal number of people elsewhere; for whatever 
might be the doctrine south of the Potomac, his own wag, that it 
was not cotton, but consumers, who paid the duties. In addi» 
tien, they had paid sixty-twe millions for public. lands, being 
six-tenths ofall the receipts from that source. Ohio, alone, had 
paid twenty two millions, more than one-fifth of all the receipts, 
but she had got but about one-sixth of the land, for much of her 
Jand was bought under the old system, when the minimum 
price was two dollars theacre. Hence it had cost. about one 
dollar and seventy-six: cents, while the average in the other 
States had been but one dollar and thirty-one cents, making an 
excess of more than five millions paid by Ohio. He did. not 
propose to ask its return in the present exhausted situation of 
the Treasury, ‘and had only alluded to it as a reason why ho 
thought we ought not to be especially astute in seeking to dis- 
cover how we might withhold or curtail appropriations for the 
Northwestern Statesin general, and Ohio in particular, ‘The 
interest on the excess referred to, fora single year, would equal 
all the money ever expended by tho General Government in 
Ohio, for her exclusive benefit, without taking the appropria- 
tions for the Nationa! road into account, which were piser up 
on a totally different footing. 

In conclusion, he would say he thought the opponents of the 
new harbors ought to find better. reasons for their opposition 
than merely that some of the old harbors were yet unfinished, 

The debate was continued by Messrs. MARVIN, GOODE, 
MALLORY, REED, EVANS, RHETT, THOMPSON, SER- 
GEANT, and a 5 

Mr. POPE, whe moved that the committee rise; which mo- 
tion prevailed—ayes 100, noes 25. So the committee rose, 

The amendments to the bill to authorize a commission to test 
the usefulness of inventions to ‘prevent steam explosions, were 
concurred in, and the bill passed. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were read twice, and referred, 

On motion, at half past nine o’clock, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 


. IN SENATE, 
Tuunepay, July 5, 1833 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from certain citizera 
of Boston, praying the adoption ofasystem in relation to the 
control of-steam navigation; laid on the table. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
asked to be diacharged from the further consideration of the pil 
granting to Mississippi land for purposes of internal improve- 
ment, and moved its reference to (he Committee on the Publie 
Lands: concurred in. 

Mr. STRANGE presented documents relating to theclaim of 
a P. Blair; which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

iciary. ` 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, asked to be discharged from the further consideration or 
the petition of William B. Btekes and others; which was con. 
curred in. 

Mr. ROANK, from the Committee on the District of Colum. 
bia, to whom was referred the amendments of the House of Re- 
presentatives to the bill to establish a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the same, and recommended a ton- 
currence therein: agreed to. : 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, to-whom win 
referred the memorials of merchants of New York and Boston, 
reported a bill to regulate the sale cf wrecked property within 
the collection district of Key West: ordered to lie on the table, 
andbe printed. ` 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amencments of the 
House to the bill to provide for the better security of the lives 
of passengers on board of vessels propelled in the whole or in 
part by steam, and concurred with ibe. amendment of the 
House with an amendment. $ 

The bill from the House te authorize the eale of certain pub- 
lic lands of the United States, near the Wabash ard Erie canal, 
in the State of Ohio, was: read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. i ; : 

The bill from the House. to provide for certain harbors, and 
for the removal of obstructions in and atthe mouthe of certain 
rivers, &c, was read twice and. referred to the Conimittee on 
Commerce, i $ 

The bill from the House to repeal a part ofthe second section 


‘of anact entitled An act to provide for the organization of the 


Department of Indian Affairs, was amended, and read a third 
time and passed. . [ ; 

The Senate-then proceeded to consider the bill to establish 
and regulate the navy ration, with the amendment reported; 
and after: being discussed for some time, was, on motion of Mr, 
NILER, laid on the table. 
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The bill supplementary to the actentitled An act to provide 
for the organization of the Department of Indian Affairs, and 
to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes and 
persons near or on the frontier, and approved June 30; 1834, 
after some debate, was, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, laid on the 
table. i 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan, late receiver 
of public moneys at Huntaville, Alabama, was amended, and 
ordered to be engrossed. f 

‘fue bill in addition to the act to promote the progress of use- 
ful arta, was, on motion ef Mr. CLAY of Alabama, laid on the 
table. ` : 

The billexempting from.duty the coal which may be on board 
of steamboats on their arrival at any port of the United States, 
and 

‘The vill regulating the pay of masters in the navy, were read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill directing the investment of certain funds belenging to 
Indian tribes in State stocks, and describing the manner in which 
the profita shall be paid in and drawn out of the Treasury, was 
amended, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill supplementary to au act entitled “An act to increase 
the military establishment of the United Statee, and for other 

urposes,” approved July 5, 1938, was amended, and ordered to 

e engrossed. 

The bill supplementary to an actentitled “An act to authorize 
the appointment of persons to test the usefulness of inventions to 
improve and render safe the boilera of steam engines against 
explosions,” approved June 8, 1838, was amended, and ordered 

o be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered a resolution as an addition te the 
rule, to the eflect that all private bills, resolutions, and reports 
which originate inthe Senate,and should have remained un- 
determined, shall be resumed, and acted on as though an. ad- 
journment had not taken place. 

on motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, it was laid on the 
table. 

The biil supplementary toan act entitled an act for regula 
lating processes in the courte Of the United States, and provi- 
ding compensation for the officers of the said court, and for 
juroig and witesses, was, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Ala- 
bama, laid on the table. 

The bill for the reliefof John Burke, was, on motion of Mr. 
NORVELL, laid on the table: 

The following bills were taken up, and after some discussion, 
were laid on the table, 

The bill for the reliefof the legal representatives of Captain 
Nathaniel Goodwin, late of the Revolutionary army. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Baron De Kalb. 

"The bill for the retief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Joseph Maris, deceased. 

The foilowing bills, ordered to be engrossed in the morning, 
wore severally read a third time, and passed: 

The bill for the reliefof Alfred Westfall. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Ifanks, 

‘The bill to regulate the pay of masters in the navy. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan. 

The bill directing the Investment of certain funds belonging 
to Indian tribes, &c. 

The bill exempting coal on board steamboata from duties, &e. 

‘The supplemental dill to increase the military establishment 
of the United Stater, &c. 

The bill apy iuting persons to test steam boilers, &e. 

When the Kenate went into Executive business; after which, 

The ®enate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, July 6, 1838. 

Athe suggestion of Mr. WHIPPTLESEY, and on motion of 
Me SPU A (CU it was ordered that, immediately after the recees 
this afiuenson, Cie commitiecs be called on for, reports, 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed his speech on this subject. As this 
Subject bas been under discussion so long, it may be necessary 
to restate it 

On the 13-h of June, Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Commit- 
tee on Fore.an Affairs, upon the subject of the annexation of 
Texas to th. United States, reported, that there is now no propo- 
sition pending inthis House either for the admission of the Re- 
public af ‘texas aga State into the Union, or for its territorial 
annexation to the United States, 

The committee do not deem it advisable to recommend any 
action on the prt of the House of Representatives calculated 
to prejudge any such proposition should it hereafter be for- 
maily submitted for decision, or to forestal public sentiment in 
relation thereto. In consideration whereof, the following reso- 
tution ig reported : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the whole anbject, 
anil that all the papers relating thereto, and to them referral, 
“pa laid on the table. 

Mr. CUSHING on the same day called for a division of the 
question, so that it might be taken first upon that part of the 
report which proposed to discharge the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and next on that to lay on the table. The first branch, 
being debatable, opened the merits of the question,and Mr. C. 
made some remarks thereupon, dissenting trom the report, and 
moved its recomminment, for the purpose of having the subject 
more deliberately and argumentatively pregented to the House, 
coupling his wnotion with instructions to that effect. 

On the following day (the 14th) Mr. THOMPSON of South 
Garolina moved the following additional instruction to. Mr. 
Cusuine: 

Swrike out all after “instructions,” and insert: “To report a 
joint resolution directing the President to take the proper steps 
for ihe annexation of Texas to the United States, as soon as it 
can be done consistently with the treaty stipulations of this Go- 
yernment.”” 

On the 15th Mr. ADAMS made a motion to recomnnit the re- 
port to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to 
repar! the following resolutions: 

“ Resolved, That the power of annexing the people of any 
independent foreign State to this Union is a power not delegated 
by the Constitution of the United States to their Congress, or to 
any department of their Government, but reserved by the peo- 
ple. 

“That any attempt by act of Congress er by treaty to annex 
the Republic of Texas to this Union would be a ugnrpation of 

ower, unlawftl and void, and which it wouldbe the right and 
iy duty of the free people of the Union to resist and annul.” 


“This motion was made by Mr. A. by the courtesy fof Mr. 
HOWARD, who, being entitled to the floor, yielded it to the 
former gentleman for that purpese. 

Mr. ADAMS took the floor on that day, and haa kept posses. 
sion of it, for the morning hour ever since, witha few occa. 


sional intermissions for some reports from committees, nd has 


it still, not having concluded this morning. 

The orders ofthe day having been passed to— —— 

The SPEAKER laid before the House acommunication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in regard to certain claims for 
end in the district of Vincennes, Indiana, which was laid on the 
table. À ne 

The House took up the amendment of the Senate to the 


amendments of the House to the bill to provide for the better se- ` 


curity ofthe lives of passengers in vessels impelied in whele cr 
in part by steain. : . 

r. THOMAS moved the concurrence of the House, with a 
further amendment, so as to subject persona employed, as well 
ag the owners, toa civil prosecution, but subsequently. withdrew 
it, andthe amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Yesterday being the last day that bills originating in ethe 
House could be sent to the other branch, the House proceeded 
to take up Benate bills. 

Mr. TOUCEY moved that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the anti-duelling bill; 
but the motion did not succeed. i 

The bill for the reliefof Mary A. Patrick was read a third 
time-and passed. x 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Henry 
Fisher, deceased, was also passed. 

sane bill for the relicf of Everard Meade was laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Cazeau had been 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, with the enacting 
clause stricken out. 

Mr. WIHTE moved to non-concur in this amendment; and 
after some remarks in support of the bill from Mr. W., and Mr. 
THOMAS, and by Mr. PETRIKIN in opposition to it, on whose 
motion the bill was laid on the table; ayes 88, noes 56, 

The bill for the relief of John Broeks was laid on the table, 
on motion of Mr. HALL, , 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the joint rule, soas to 
send to the Senate two bills, one making an appropriation for 
books to members, and the other in relation to the northern dis- 
trictof New York 

The motion prevailed, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Robert White, on motion of Mr. 
HALI, was laid on the table. 5 

The bill to revive the act to incorporate the Medica) Society 
of the District of Columbia, as reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, with sundry amendments, was taken up. 

Mr. JONES of New York, moved to lay it on the table: lost— 
ayes 57, noes not counted. 

The question being on concurring with the amendments. 

Mr. PETRIKIN presented a remonstrance from certain citi- 
zens of the District, against the passage of the bill. 

Mr. P. also, made an argument against it. 

Mr. REED briefly advocated the bill. ; 

Mr. BOULDIN would not make anargument for or against 
the bill, though he had reported it, but: he confessed he had no 
very great relish for it. 

r. TAYLOR advocated the bill, and offered an amendment 
precluding any one who had not regularly diplomaticed 
olsewhere, 

After some further remarks from Messrs. BOON, TA YLOR, 
and MALLORY, the amendment of Mr. T. was agreed to; also, 
the amendments of the Senate; when, 

Mr. JONES of New York, renewed the motion to lay the 
bill on the table: lost, only 55 voting for it f 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading, then read a third 
time, and passed. 

Tbe bill io authorize John E. Metcalf and others to locate 
certain pre-emption claims to land in Indiana; was, on motion 
of Mr. BOON, put on its passage. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked for an explanation ofits provisions. 

Mr. HARLAN made some remarks in opposition to it, and 
moved to lay it on the table, but withdrew the motion, at the 
request of ; 

Mr. WIITE, who made some explanation of the justice and 
psopriety of the provisions of the act. 

The vill was rejected. 

FALMOUTH AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD COM. 
PANY. 

The bill of the House, granting to the above named company 
the right of way through the District of Columbia, had came 
down from the Senate with an amendment, proposing to ap- 
propriate towards this work the sum of three thousand dollars, 
upon certain conditions, as carrying the mails free of cost, &c. 
In thisamendment the Committee of the Whole had non-con- 
curred, and the bil] was now brought into the House for final 
action, 

Mr. MERCER made an earnest argumentative speech in de- 
fence of this amendment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN was opposed to the amendment and bill, as 
was Mr, MALLORY. ‘The latter moved to lay the bill on the 
table, but withdrew the motion at the request of his colleague, 

Mr. BANKS, who was in favor ofthe bill, spoke at some 
length in defence of the amendment, and in reply to the objec- 
tions adduced by different members against it. . 

Mr. WISE said that this bill would save the Government 
seven thousand dollars a year, if passed, for the carrying of 
the mails, Jt was a work of national importance, and he would 
move the previous question. 

There was a second: and the main quesiion was ordered to 
de purt Will tbe House concur with the Senate in their 
amen iment? 

Mr. CUSHMAN demandei the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

A motion wag ` ade to lay the bill on the table, and the yeas 
and nays demance:t and ordered thereon; and the motion was 
carried by the folowing vote—yeas 83, nays 73. So the bill 
was ordered io lie on the table. 

A PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

An act for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands 
who are deprived ofthe benefitsof the pre-emption act of the 
[9th June. 1834. This bill, having come down from the Se 
nate, had been amended by the Committee of the Whole, and 
the first question was upon that amendment; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said, that having reported the bill asa mem- 
ber of the Committee on Public Lands, and being called on by 
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some gentlemen now to explain its provisions, he would do so, 

though very briefly, as it was not his intention, at that late per 

pe of the session, unnecessarily to consume the time of the 
ouse. aa : 

He said that the class of individuals. for. whose relief the 
bill was intended, was, perhaps, the most meritorious of all 
those who are embraced under the provisions of the -pre-emp- 
tion law of 1834. They were entitled, under that act, to. pre- 
emptions; had settled in the Creek and Choctaw nations after 
the late treaties with those tribes; resided upon the land they 
had improved at the passage of the act, and cultivated, as re- 
quired in 1833.. By the treaties with those tribes, it is, pro- 
vided that certain Indians shouldbe allowed reservations, to ve 
located by agents appointed for that purpose subsequently, 
Those, he said, were floating rights, until lecated in the manner 
prescribed by the treaties In many cases, they were, by autho- 
rized agents, placed upon certain lands, and some time after- 
wards taken up and re-located upon others. In changing those 
locations, great injury had been done to the most industrious of 
the settlers; for the main object in taking up Me first, and 
making the second locations, was not so much on account of 
gettlng better land, as to secure more valuable improvements. 
Thus, the most industrious and thrifty among the settlers, those 
who had made the best and most cxtensive improvements, were 
the victims to those last locations. After they had a vested right 
toenter the lands they had improved, under the act of 1834, and 
when they felt perfectly secure from ali interruption by those 
floating reservations, knowing they had been already locate 
their lands were taken by the agent of the Government, an 
given tothe Indians by those subsequent locations. Mr. ©. 
said thathe knew many of the most respectable and industrious 
citizens in his district, who had been ruined by that proceeding. 
They had been suddenly and unnecessarily driven from their 
homes by the purchaser of those reservations from the Indians, 
and their families turned out, at an unseasonable time of the 
year, under circumstances of great cruelty. 

Mre. C, said it was a question, whether the settlere, whose 
pre-emptions were taken by the subsequent locations, had not 
the better tide. Butso it was, they had not contested the 
rights of Indians, to whom their lands had been assighed, but 
had appealed to Congress to do them, ‘as far as circumstances 
would permit, thag justice they had been deprived of under the 
act of 1834. They could not be reinstated in all the rights they 
had lost, if the bill passed as repor:ed. _ Mr, ©. said the bill un. 
der consideration provided that each individual, entitled to en- 
ter land under the pre-emption law of 1834, and had been de- 
prived of that right as before. stated, “should be permitted to 
enter each a quarter section of any other land in the same land 
district, not settled upon by any other person, and had not been 
offered at public sale, by paying Government price; or, at his 
opiion, to enter the same quantity of land, subject to private en- 
try, by paying the fees of office only. 

Mr. C, said that, in the country where the persons coming 

+ within the act resided, there were no valuable lands that coul 
be found that had not already been settled upon; and the best 
Jand, unimproved, would be but poor compensation for the loss 
of their i ie bade He said that the lands subject to pri- 
vaie entry had been so long in market that few selections could 
be made sufliciently fertile for cultivation. Mr. C. said that, 
as the relief provided by the bill, although far short of the loss 
they had sustained, was the best that could be done under the 
circumstances, he was willing to accept that, and he hoped the 
House would not hesitate to grant it. 

tome desultory debate occurred between Messrs. WISE, 
SHIELDS, FILLMORE, HARLAN, and LEWIS. 

Mr. WISE was in the act of replying to some remarks of 
Mr. Lewis, when the hour arrived to take the usual recess, 


EVENING SESSION. . 


Pursuant to the order adopted this morning, the standing 
committees were called on for reporte; and the following being 
reported. were all comniitted te the Committee of the Whole, 
except where otherwise expressed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claima, 
reported a bill for the relief of Woodhouse Potter. 

Also, a bill for the reliefof John L., McCarty. 

Also, & bill forthe reliefof John M, Hernandez. 

Also, Senate bill to provide for the uniform payment of horses 
ostin the military service of the United States. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of James Tongue. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
Senate bill, with amendments, making appropriations for builds 
ing light houses, buoys, beacons, &c. 

Also, Senate bill to divide the State of Delaware into two col- 
lection districts, with a recommendation for its rejection. 

Also, a bill for the relief ot Jacob Galencia, 

Also, a bill for the relief of the assignees of Jacob Clements, 
deceased, : 

Also, a bill for the relief efSmith and Town, which wae or: 
deredto a third reading this day. 

„Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, reported Senate 
bill exempting from duties coal which may be on. board éf 
steani boats or vessels propelled by steam on their arrival at 
auy port in the United States, and the bill was passed. 

Mr, TOLAND from the same committee made a reporton 
the eubject ofthe crection of a breakwater on Crow Shoal, at 
Cape May Roads in Delaware bay. Faid on the table. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON from the same committee reported 
Senate bill to establish a new collection district in ihe State of 
Mississippi, which was ordered to a third reading; reada third 
time and passed. A 

Mr. BOON from the Committee on the Publie Lands, ree 
ported wiih an amendment, Senate bill for the benefit of the 
Mount Carmel and New Albany Railroad. 

Mr. B. also reported Senate bill, with an- amendment to 
change the location of the effice of Servyeyor General of the 
District composed of the States cf Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, 
and for other purposes. : 

Theamendment recommended Michigan city, Indiana, instead 
ofSt. Joseph. Michigan. 5 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to lay the bitl on the table: lest. 

Mr. D. moved its indefinite postponement, again ti! Septem- 
ber, again till next Monday: lost. 

The amendment was concurred in—ayes 63, noes 47. 

_Myr.ITARLAN moved the previous question, which was car: 
ried, and the bill was read a third time and passed. . 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, from the same committee, ré 
ported Senate bill to create a new land district in Mississippi, 

Also, Senate bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 


“CHAPMAN, from the same committee, reported Senate 
for the rélief of William Jones. — ; 
Mr. moved that it be passed, but it was. committed. 
Mi EY, from the same committee, reported Senate bill 
relicf of geveral persons of the name of Hill. 
HARRISON, from the same committee, reported Senate 
t the relief of Joseph Cochrane. h 
Sn A Senate- bill granting the legal representative of John 
Sith a right of pre-emption to a certain tract of land. 
¿= Also; a joint resolution for the benefit of Edward Beatty. 
2 Mr, LINCOLN, from the same committee, reported Senate 
“pHi-to relinquish to the State of Mississippi her two per cent. 
fund, for the purpose of the construction ef roads. 

. Also, Senate bill forthe relief Alvarez Fisk. 

‘Also, Senate bill, with an amendment, for the relief of 
‘John Braham, late receiver of puslic money at Huntsville, 
‘Alabama. 

~ The amendment was concurred in, the bill read a third time, 
-and being put on ity passage, after some explanations between 
Messrs, WISE, CHAPMAN, THOMPSON, LYON, E. WHIT. 
TLESEY, LINCOLN, and HOWARD, the bill was laid on the 
able, on motion ofthe latter. 

Mr. YELL, from the same committee, reported Senate bill to 
authorize the relinquishment of a certain 16th section in Arkan- 
-sas for military purposes. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed, with an amendment, Senate bill to change the time of hold- 
ing the United States Circuit Court of ihe Eastern District of 
- Tennessee. ‘ 

The amendment relating ta the District of Maryland, was 
concurred in, and the bill passed. 

. Also, Senate dill to repeal, in part, the act to provide for the 
safe-keeping of the acts, records, and seal of the United States 
and for other purposes; which was read the third time, an 


assed. 

r RESURRECTION NOTES. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to discharge the Committee on the 
-Union from the bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of the 
bills, notes, and other securities of corporations created by acts 
of Congress which have expired. 

Mr. WISE objected to the motion. j 

Mr: MCKENNAN said the sooner they came to a conclusion 
the better; for it was evident, if this. bill was'taken up, no other 
business would be transacted. 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays, which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 79, nays 93, as follows: 

: YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Corwin, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, 
Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 
Herod, Hoffman, Henry Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, 
‘Mitehell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Phillips, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
ee Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke 


NAY®—-Messrg. Anderson, Andrews, Atherten, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Birdsall, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crary Cushman, 
Dawson, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, El- 
more, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Gar- 
land, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, 
Hawkins, Hayves, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas 
-B.Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
‘Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Mc- 
Kay, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Noble, Palmer, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, J. H. Prentiss, Reily, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sibley, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, and Worthiogton—93. 

So the motion was not laid on the table. 

Mr. MERCER moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the motion till to-morrow: lost—ayes 77, noes 88. 

Mr. CURTIS then moved a call of the House. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked for the yeas and nays; which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 81, nays 96, ` 

So the call was refused. A y i 

The question was then taken on discharging the commit- 
tee, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 93, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bynum, Cambreleng, Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, Dawson, De Graft, Dromgocic, Duncan, Edwards, 
Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Gar- 
land, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, 
Harrison, Ifawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Ingham, ThomasB. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Paimer, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, John H. 
Prentiss, Reily, Rives, Sheffer, Sibley, Snyder, Speocer, Fay- 
lor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—100. ; 

NaYS—Messrs. Adama, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrige, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett,- Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Den- 

nis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wm. Graham, Graves, 
Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 
Herod, Hoffman, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Ken- 
nedy; Legare, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Max- 
well, McKennan, Menefee,, Mercer, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patierson, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, 
Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, . Ridgway, 
John Robertson, Edward Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
Augustine- H: Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, 


Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—93. 

be bill being before the House, and being on its third 
reading— ; 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi obtained the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to discuss its principles: stating that if this was the last 
day of the political existence of this Government, let alone the 
last-day of the political existence of this nation, he should de- 
bate it. He then went at length into a general opposition to the 
bill, and gave way to— z i . 

Mr. STANLY, who moved that the House adjourn, (at half 
past 6 o’clock, p. m.) - 

Mr. BRONSON called for the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, were—yeas 16, nays 142. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. PRENTISS was about to proceed, when 

Mr. ADAMS raised the point of order? that the gentleman 
could not proceed after it had been determined upon by a ma- 
jority of the House, without debate or discussion, to ram this 
highly penal bill down their throats, 

d The CHAIR pronounced the point itself entirely out of or- 

er . 

Mr. PRENTISS again proceeded, and having concluded, 

Mr. WISE followed, and gave way to i 

Mr. THOMAS, who explained why the bill was postponed 
to so late a period of the session. Bills originating in the House 
could not be sent to the other branch within the last throe days 
of the session, and this being a Senate bill, had been compelled 
to give way to the House bills. 

-Mr. NAYLOR rose. once or twice and interrupted once or 
twice, but he was ordered to his seat. 

_ Mr. WISE then proceeded, and commenced with the declara- 
tion that, unless he could have a pledge that the question would 
not be forced, he would speak till every bill behind it was de- 
stroyed—ti}l the Congress itself had become defunct. Mr. W. 
spoke till half past eight o’clock, when he yielded the floor to 

Mr. JENIFER, who moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi, called for the yeas and nays, 
which were refused, 17 to 73, (no quorum,) not one-fifth. 

Tellers were called for, and, on a division, there were—ayes 
42, noes not counted. 

Mr. WISE was about to proceed, when 

Mr. WEBSTER called for the reading of the rule precluding 
any member from speaking more than once to any question; 
without leave of the House. 

The CHAIR was aware of the fact, but decided that Mr. 
Wiss had the ficor, no one else having addressed the CHAIR. 

Mr. WISE ex; ed his acknowledgments to the SPEAKER, 
and proceeded for some time. In the course of his remarks he 
adverted to the defeai of the harbor billin the Senaie, and ex- 
pressed his unfeigned griirication at that result. At 100’clock, 
p.m. he concluded, and 

Mr. JENIFER obtained th: floor, and moved an adjournment, 
but on Mr, MARTIN calling fur tie yeas and nays, he withdrew 
the motion, and proceeded with his remarks in opposition to the 
ei ha J. continued till half past 10 o’clock, when he con- 
cluded. 2 

Mr. ANDREWS then demanded the previous question. 

Messrs. SERGEANT, NAYLOR, and McKENNAN respec- 
tively asked Mr. A. to withdraw the motion, but he declined. 

Mr. MARTIN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. ROBERTSON asked for the yeas and nays; which, be- 
ing ordered, were, yeas 54, nays L15. 

o the call was refused. p N 

‘The previous question was carried without a division. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays on the main 
question, being on ordering the bill to a third reading, and the 
House granted them. 

The bill was thensordered to a third reading-—ycas 87, nays 
79, as follows: 

YEAS~Measrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty 
Boirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Cambreleng,Casey,Chaney, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
DeGraff, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, 
Gallup, J. Garland, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
Hawking, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William JF. Hun- 
ter, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, A. McClellan, Me- 
Clure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W., Morris, No- 
ble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Reily, Rives, Sheffer, Spencer, 
Steuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vande- 
veer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—87. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, 
Bond, Briggs, W. B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, Corwin, 
Branston, Dartington, Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dromgoole, 
Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
Jas. Graham, Hall, Halsted, Harlan. Harper, Hawes, Henry, 
Herod, Hoffman, Jenifer, William C. Johnson, Kennedy, Le- 
gare; Loncoin, James M. Mason, S. Mason, Maury, MceKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor- 
Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Philips, Potts, Sert 
geant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Ridgway, John Robert- 
son, Edward Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tilinghast, Tu- 
land, A. S. White, E. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, auu Yorke 
iJ. 

The bilibeing then puton its passage— 

Mr. CONNOR demanded the previous question, which pre- 
vailed with but a few disenting voices. 

Mr. WiSEand Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi asked for the 
yeas and nays, but they were refused, and the bill was paased 
without adivision. 

A motion was then made to adjourn. 

Mr. WISE rose, and gave notice that he had voted for this 
billin orderio be enab'ed to move a reconsideration, and he new 
gave notice that he should make that motion to-morrow. 

Mr. MERCER. You must do it now. 

The CHAIR said unless the motion was regularly made, 
and entered, the bill would take the usual course, and go to the 
Senate. ` j 

Mr. WISE should make the motion, whether the bil} were 
sent out of the House or not. 

Mr. RIVES hoped this matter would be settled at once. 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippiand Mr. WISE simultaneously 
moved.an adjour:ment: lost—70 to 85.. g tE 
Mr, GRAY then rose and said that he had voted in the majo- 


rity for the passage of this bill; and, in: otder-to prevent any. 
further-delay, he moved ‘a reconsideration, and demanded the 
previous question, i s Se P 
The previous question was secondéd and’ car 
main question lost, but a few voices for it; and so-thi H 
fused to reconsider. penal 
On motion, at a quarter past 11 o'clock, p. m. 
The House adjourned, ` { 


' i : Wasnineton, July. 9, 1638. 

Sin: In the publication in the Globe of Saturday evening last, 
of the proceedings in the House of Representatives of the 
preceding Tuesday, ‘on the bili to modify a portion of the de» 
posite act of 1836, two. errors have occurred, to. which I beg 
leave to call your, attention. : $ ; 

‘In publishing the- motion of Mr.. Rives to. commit the bill, 
with instructions, you have left out the words, “or instru: 
mentality,” which should have been included, . The motion 
made by him, and on which the vote was taken, was as fol- 
lows: To commit the bill to the Committee of ‘Ways and 
Means, “with instructions. so to amend the same, as. to dis- 
pense with the agency, or instrumentality, of banks in the 
fiscal operations of the Government.” After the motion was 
made by Mr. R. I requested him to modify it, by ‘striking 
out the words, “or instrumentality,” saying, at the same 
time, that such modification would make it acceptable to me, 
but he declined to do go, 

The other error is much more important. In reporting 
the motion made by me, to commit the bill with instructions . 
you have omitted the words, “so ag to dispense with the use 
of banks as depositories thereof.” : 

The motion made hy me was in the following words: 
“That the said bill be committed to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill for the collec- 
tion, safe keeping, and disbursement, of the public revenue, 
so as to dispense with the use of banks as deposirories 
thereof.” i 

„May I ask of you to make the 
next number of your paper? 

Very respectfully, ` 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. FOSTER. 


proposed corrections in the 


F. P., Buasr, ea. 


IN SENATE, 
Fray, July 6, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the Treasuty 
Department, made in compliance with the resolution of the Se- 
nate of the 28th of February last, showing the amount of reve- 
nue lost by the Government in consequence of the non-pay- 
ment of duty bonds, and the names of the delinquents: laid ou 
(be table, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. DAVIS, from the Commiitee on Commerce, reported a 
joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to be made, under the direction of Mr, Hassler, one 
standard balance for each State in the Union, and when they 
are completed, that he cause them to be delivered to the seve- 
ral Governors of the respective States: read twice, and ordered 
to a third reading. f 

_ Mr. HUBBARD offered ajoint resolution to allow the kanks 
in the District of Columbia to postpone the resumption of their 
five dollar notes tillthe lst of December nexi, and esked its 
consideration at the present time; but ` P 

Mr. ALLEN objecting, the introductonof the resolution was 
delayed until to-morrow. f 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claima, 
reported on several bills from the House that had been referred 
to that committee. 

On motion of Mr. P. the same commitiee was discharged! 
from the further consideration of tis memerial of Mary Snow. 

Ona motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the Committee on Claima 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petitions 
of Daniel Laird and D. H. Wilson, 

On motion of Mr. SOUTIZTARD, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs was discharged from: the further consideration of several 
memorials that had been referred to that committee, 

On motion by Mr. WALL. the Senate reconsidered the vote 
on rejecting the bill to estabiish a new judicial district in the 
Territory of Florida, and it was then read the third time, and 

assed. 

The following bills from the House were severally read the 
second time, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill ceding to the State of Ohio the interest of the United 
States ina certain road in said State. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Potter and James Cassidy 
of North Carolina. : 

The bill for the reliefof John A. Peterson, executor of the 
last willand testimony of John A. Peterson, deceased. 

The bill forthe relief of Richard Frisby. 

The bill for the relief of A Quartier and Albert of New 
Orleans. 

The following bills from the Mouse were taken up, and con- 
sidered, and indefinitely postponed: ý 

The bill for the relierof the owners of the schooner Three 
Brothers. 

The bill for the relief of Squire Stearns. " 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Nimrod 
Farrow and Richard Harris, was teken up; and after being ad- 
vocaied by Messrs. ROANE, RIVES, and CRITTENDEN, and 
opposed by Mr. HUBBARD, it was laid oo the table—ayes 21, 
noes 12, E t 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill from the House, to establish certain 
post routes, aud discontinue others, together with the amend- 
ments thereto reported by the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads; and the amendments being concurred in, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to strike out the second sec- 
tion of the bill, which discontinues the Express Mail; and after 
some remarks from Mr. C. in favor of the motion, and from Mr. 
CRITTENDEN against it, the motion was adopted—yeas 19, 
nays 13, ag follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Preston, Robingon, Sevier, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Strange, and Wright—19. | - g i i 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Metrick, Pierce, 
Roane, Ruggles, Southard, Smith of Indiana, Wal}, White, 
Williams, and Younz—13. k 

The amendments were then ordered to be engrossed, and iba, 


“pill to be read a third time, 


The Senate then took a recess from three to half 
o'clock; after which, > ee x 3 
Mr. DAVIS moved that the Senate proceed to. the- 


tive—yeas 18 nays lL. 


Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks, moved to strike out theap- | 


propriation for continuing the improvement of the Red river. 
Mr. SEVIER said if an.appropriation was: made:next ‘year, 

it would be too late in the season to uge it advantageously. - He 

therefore hoped the gentleman would consent to leave in a 


past four | 


D dto the-considera- | 
tion of the Harbor bill; which motion was desided in he affirma- 7 


small appropriation, say five thousand dollars, to keep the raft ` 


from accumulating. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that he had seen astatement | 


going the rounds of all the papers, and which had hot been con- 
tradicted, announcing, in the moat glowing terma, that this great 
work was completed. The Senator ‘from Arkansas acknow- 
Jedged that there was a large unéxpended balance on hand of 
the old appropriation, and also admitted that no more work 
could be done this fall. Why, then, make an appropriation at 
this session? , 

Mr. SEVIER said he had already explained that a small ap- 
propriation would be necéssary to keep the floating timberfrom 
accumulating, and forming another raft; and if this appropria- 
tton was not made at this session, it must necessarily be made 
too late in the next to prevent the mischief, and would thereby 
occasion a great loss of time and additional expense to the Go- 
yerament. -He would movete amend the gentleman’s motien 
by a proposition to strike out the appropriation in the bill, and 
Insert in lieu thereof five thousand dollars, 

The motion of Mz. Davis, as thusamended, was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON spoke of the enormous appropriations hy 
this bill. This business of making ‘harbors, he said, lias in- 
creased, was increasing, and ought to be diminished, He looked 
uponitas partial, unjust, and wiconstitutional, and had often 
expressed his decided disapprabation of it. Two years ago, a 
strong and vigorous effort waa made. to suppress. ihis growing 
evil, but vain, It wasthe most. dangerous system, and the 
more ro, as its very increase held outstrong allurements to carry 
it still further. The appropriation, at this ti me, Was enormous— 
fourteen hundred thousand dollars; and at a time, too, when the 
country was so emb ssed, that the money must be borrowed. 
Tt was praposed to -xpend one million and a haif of dollars, in 
round numbers, for a depressed and broken down commerce; 
for, ater all the money that had been expended in this abject, 
our commerce wae falling off. Again, as to its inequality. 
Those who were opposed to it paid their full portion of the ex. 
pense, while they derived none of the benefits of the system. To 
ilustrate the peculiar position in which ‘ke and his southern 
friends stood, he referred to the mation made by-him last year, 
und which was unsuccessful, to strike from the bill the appro- 
priation for a harbor in his State; and he did this, because he 
would not havea bribe applied to his State, to enlist her in favor 
ofthis odious system. ` Asa teat question, to ascertain whether 
this measure was to pass, and, ifso, to whatextent it was to be 
carried, he would move the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed, that the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Preston] was correct in saying that, without the 
deduction of this littleappropriation of $70,000, the appropria- 
tions made by this bill exceeded $1,500,000. In order to satisfy 
himeelfasto the amount appropriated, he had taken the trouble 
td make an estimate, seting down each particular item of 
expenditure; and be found that, oa adding it up, itanrounted to 
the vast sum of $1,535,000. Now, he thought it was a very 
safe policy fora Government, as well as tor individuals, before 
it undertook to expend money, to know they had it to spend. 
This was a rule he had found useful to himself through life, 
though, perhaps, he had not always adhered to itas strictly as 
his interest required. But as regarded the Government, if this 
wholesome policy wasto be departed from at any time, it ought 
not, in the stightest degree, to be departed from at this time 
above ali ut when they were told that the Treasury was 
bankrupt, and when they ‘were told that this wasa prodigal 
Administration, whose extravagance and wild experimentshad 
Proatrated the business ofthe country, Was this atime to in- 
Qulge in the extravagant expenditures contemplated by this biil, 
Wien the Government had to borrow money to carry on its or- 
dinary business, and when it had been confidently -predicted 
again and again by the enemies of the Administration, that they 
would have to borrow more before the end of the year? What 
was the amount of the expenditures estimated by the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury for the current year? A short time ago, appre- 
hending that the appropriations’ had gone beyond the amount 
that that officer, whose business it is to keep Congress informed 
of the resources and probable expenditures of the Governmen 
had estimated for the receipts ofthe present year, he had tumec 
his particular attention to the subject. He found that the whole 
amount estimated for the expenses of the current year was about 
$23,785,249, 

It was te be presumed that the Secretary of the Treasury had 
looked at every branch of expenditure. It wag his duty to con- 
sider all the various items provided for by this bill, together 
with the civil list, the army, the navy, the Indian Department, 
etc. The estimate was really startling, and double the amoun 
that afew years ago would have been considered necessary to 
sustaiu the Government; yet they had gone beyond it. Before 
they passed the army bill, they had transcended the estimate; 
and since the passage of that bill, and ene or two other bills, 
the excess amounted tu a million and a half of dollara: Then 
here was another bill, appropriating another million and a half, 
making three millions of expendiiure more than was estimated 
at the opening of Congress. There were, also,-other bills in 

orogress; but what amount they appropriated, he. was not in- 
‘ormed, probably increasing the excess to $10,000,009, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky inquired whether the estimates of the 
Secretary of the Treasury inclued harbors. 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama replied that he could not speak with 
certainty, but he went on the presumption that the Secretary 
did include the sum necessary for harbors, as it was his duty to 
do. Ifthe Government was engaged in carrying on such worke, 
it was the duty of the Secretary to take them into the account; 
and he therefore took it for granted that he had done go. He 
had a right to presume that the whole range of the expenditures 
was embraced iù the amount, the aggregate of which he had de- 
tailed. Independently of this, there were other bills in pro- 
gress, which, if passed, would increase ths excess to ‘the amount 
ofnine orten millions more. Could the friends of the. Adminis. 
tration, then, whether they possessed ‘constitutional scruples or 
not, make these appropriations. at a tms when thé. Treasu 
was embarrassed, when they. would have to borrow every dollar 
expended, and when they had been charged with: prodigality 
again and again by those veryg entlernen who were now urging 


<wéhada full Treabury? . 


P: SARA ARLE SAUN wee hA 
júld be Ädvamigedúdlyéxpended this'sesson? Theperiód be- 
Tween this and the uxt session: wes-short;-and why, then, go òn 


as if it was at the comiaentement of the working séason, ahd 


In looking back to the estimates and appropriations for. the 
last two years it was: worth While to see how: the Jatter had 
transcended the former, ’:He found: that, in 1386; the’ estimates 
of the Lae ‘Of the Treasury for tne expenditures of t at 
year amounted to $19,708,933: 27; and the appropriz 
$30,868,164 04, the excess being $19632892-25. In 1837, 
very jittie better; the estimate was $22,651,000; ent the éxcess 
was seventeen millions and odd dollars. 


tices are kept up.. The Becretary of tie Treasury says i 


certain sum is necessary to catty on ‘the Operations of the Go- f 
vernment for the year, and he takes into consideration the whole | 


range of necessary expenditure; yet, said Mr. C. we goon 


doubling the: amount called forby the Secretary, and inthe end | 
find ourselves embarrassed and under the necessity of borrow- | 
ing money: a most natural result from such astate of things. } 


The questicn for them then to consider was, whether they were 


to go on increasing their expenditures in this way, embarrassthe f] 


Treasury, and incur thejust imputation of extravagance, er atop 
where they were, and, by a judicious economy, retrieve their 
affairs. Before passing this. or-any. other appropriation bill, 
they ought to callon the Coismittee of Finance to-provide the 
means to meet them; either by borrowing the money, or by the 
issue of another ten millions of Treasary notes; they ought to 
provide the means necessary to enable them to exceed the 
amount estimated hy the proper officer of the Government. He 
was willing to relinquish, for another year, any amountthat hig 
constituents might be interested in this bill, rather than pass 
these extravagant appropriations, in the present embarrassed 
state of the Treasury, and he felt bound to vote to post pone it ine 
definitely, as moved by the Sanator from South Carolina, rather 
than incur expenses which they had not the means of meeting. 

Mr, DAVIS said a stranse predisposition for economy Jad 
suddenly come over the gentleman from Alaba::a, ‘There 
were other objecte, he thought, of expenditure that would have 
been more likely to have called forth the opposition of the 
Senator, yet he (Mr. D ) had-never heard his voice raised, 
Why had the harbor bill been particularly selected? Was it 
not a subjectin which al! the great leading business matters of 
the Union were more or less interesied?, The gentleman says 
we are ‘appropriating double: the estimates: made by the De- 
partment. The item before them was certainly included in 
the.estimates.. He (Mr. D.) was ignorant of. thè- matter, if it 
were so; but probably the Senator knew better than he did. 

(Here Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was not aware of any 
vote which would justify the. remark of the Senator, and would 
dike the gentleman to particularize.) i ý : 

Well, sir, I will name’ some, said Mr. D... There was the 
army bill, and the bill for Indian treaties, and others. I heard 
no protest against them, and they might as weil have been de- 
layed as this. Mr. D. said he must confess that any opposition 
to this measure, was entirely unlooked for by him. © He thought 
it would have recommended itself to the consideration ofevery 
Senator, and be adopted'as a matter of course; and now it was 
proposed to bill indefinitely, or, in other words, to ‘reject it 
altogether. 

Mr. D. contended that these great works of internal improve- 
ment had been commenced, and that the Government stood 

ledged to carry them forward: in what condition then shall we 
eave these works, ifthe appropriations are withheld? Mr. D. 
did not dosire at that late period of the session to detain the Se- 
nate, but he thought there were general views of the subject 
that must strike the mind of every Senator. ‘To improve: the 
natural condition of the country, and enlarge its benefits, wan 
the cherished policy ofthe Government, and certainly all that ap- 
pertained to commerce and inland trade were closely connected 
with all the great interests ef this whole Union; and that simple 
consideration in itself should exempt the nation from. such 
sweeping charges of extravagance. A large portion of the ex- 
penditure, it was true, was to be onthe lakes, in the neighbor- 
hood of a young and vigorons country, rich in soilandin re- 
sources that constitutes national greatness. Whothathad leoked 
upon this matter with the eye of a siaesmen, a patriot, would 
desire to withhold this appropriation. Here Mr. D. went into 
a description of the dangers of navigation on these lakes; there 
war, generally speaking, a straight line of coast, and without 
headlands or harbors to shelter vessels; and were it not ‘that 
the storms that visited them so frequently were up and down 
for the most part, rather than across, the dangers would be 
greatly enhanced; as it-was, they were sufficiently numerousin 
all conscience, and required the fostering aid of the General Go- 
vernment toremove them. He knew of no way that the great 
and increasing commerce of this region of country could be re. 
cured, but by the process set forth by the Government, and he 
most ee trusted the motion of the Senator would not 
prevail. 
} Mr. CLAY of Alabama was not aware that his course here, or 
the votes he had been in the habit of giving, subjected him or 
rendered him obnoxious to the charge of extravagance. He 
called on the Senator from Masrachusetts, therefore, to partica- 
larize the instances In which he had, either by his votes or by 
his speeches, given sanction to extravagant expenditures. He 
had hoped that his course here was dictated by the strietest 
regard for economy, and that the Senate had given him credit 
for it. : 

Mr. DAVIS explained. He had made no charge of extrava. 
gance against the Senator personally. He nad only supposed 
that some appropriations had passed wher the Senator’s voice 
was not heard in opposition to them. 

Mr. CLAY of Aizbama continued. If the honorable Senator 
had listened to his votes, instead of looking out for his speeches, 
he would have found that he [Mr. C.F was always onthe side of 
economy, and that he had resisted every heavy appropriation, 
except ina few insiancss in which the publie service impera 
tively required them. He had uniformly pursued this course, 


not because he was disposed to be niggardiy, but because he ` 
thought it more consistent with our form of Government, that 4 


it should be simpiy and economically administered. With te- 
gard to his vore om the biil forthe removal of the Cherokee Jü- 
dians, the Senator himseif, and the whole Senate, was aware of 
the mouves which governed him. 
tion, it was trus, and he fel bound to give this sum. io in 
the Indians to remere, rather than ineur the expense of p 
to war. “As regarded the increase of the army, he voted:fer it, 
but he believed thai it was indispensable to the aafety of onr 
frontiers, and a more economical mode of defence than to call 


bit? iow much or ‘these “appropriations | 


s À Jould it be Wondered | 
at then that we are continually embarrasied whilesuch prac. | 


„you. 


He voted for the appropria- 4 


hat the § 
OF eins 


a 

nied to: the large sum of 
een ‘called to this subject 
on’ he found ‘that we were 
écessary to scrutinize 

osition for increased expenditure, and 
al pertinacily,every approach towards 
‘ould Took'at the-vdrious, appro- 

sha of them are not 


part, ly € prop 
Tesisi withimore thar us: 
extravagance," If gentie 
priations of this vi j ; 
indispensable, and it e. presumed: ‘that‘any ofthe 
‘works would suffer from not having ‘appropriations made for 
them atthis séssion, When it was considered that so shert an 
interval was left beiore the next session, Besides, if ‘these ap- 
propriations were é How, tie could ‘not all’ becx- 
pended during the ‘remainder ‘of tj “On, though in many 
cuses, he apprehended thatthe money would be drawn out, and 
used for “purposes: of individual ‘speoutation, or: deposifed’in 
benk to ‘be used in that manner.  It'was from these views that 
he was opposed to the bill, and ‘he opposed not these appropria- 
tions alone, but-all ethers thar were not absolutely necessary for 


You have increased your army 
You have just thrown away 
a miilion and a half upon the Cherokees and Creeks of the 
South, not demanded by any law, any treaty obligation, any ¢ 
principle of equity or justice; and yet, sir, when the Lake States 


‘ask you for a small amount of appropriations to secure the 


safety of their persons and property engaged in the’Lake 
trade, you tell them that they ask unconstitutional favors from 
You tell them that your Treasury is exhausted. After 
you have squandered away twenty-four millions of dolars 
upon objects ‘certainly not more just, proper, or valuable, you 
begin to find out that the Treasury isempy. Before we únder: 
take to pay money, the Seriator from Alabama [Mr.CLAy] says 
that we ought to be certain that-we have it.. That honorable 
Senator. sir, ought to have made this patriotic discovery before 
he asked you to pay forkis Alabama horses lostin the Creek 
or Florida war, before he called upon you to appropriate some 
seven or eight millions cf dollars for the exclusive henefit of the’ 
South. Sir, the distinguished Senator from Missouri EMr. 
Bunton] tells you dias these harbors are old acqnaistances of 
his; that he has heard of them for years; and-je tells you of 
Ashtabula, and Conncaut, and ather harbors on: that coast, as 
if they were of net the jeast importance” ‘F amsórty that the 
Senator has not sailed. upon Lake Erie. -If he fiad ever been 
on that dangerous mass of waiers, he would not have hazarded 
the remarks he has made. ‘The seas are heavy, the storms eud: 
den and tremendous,'on that Lake. ‘Tremember, three years” go, 
to have passed up in the little steamboat Detroit from Cleveland 
to the city of Detroit early inthe-epring, - A heavy and appal- - 
ting storm -euddenly arose when we Were within a few miles 
of this decried:and depreciated harbor of Conneaut.. Thelitle 
vessel Was dashed} in every direction; the billows rolled moun: 
tain high; and we weve saved from désiruction by pitching 
inte that harbor cn one of the most threatening of the terrible 
Waves madeby thé storm. Sir; whenever we-ask for an äp- 
Propriation due tous; whenever a lighthouse or a harbeg ig 


mentioned for the great inland seas of the Northwest, we ara 
met by these paliry constitutional objections. We will not 
submi! to thia crying injustice, We domand nsthing but what 
is right; and, first or last, have tbat we will. ~ ` 

Mr. NorveLL observed, in regard to. the amendment pro- 

oged to the bill, by ‘which it was léft disctetionary with the 

xecutive whether the appropriations for the Lake. harbors 
should be expénded or not, that He could not perceive its pro 
prety It was unnecessary, and énsured the defeat of the bill. 

How did it-happen that the harbor bi had always been selected 

as the special object at which these difficulties and. objectiona 
were directed? Why had not thie discretion been vested in the 
President with regard to the heavy appropriations. upon objects 
of less public utility? He had every proper confidr-1ce in the 
Executive. He had given sufficient proofs of this, But he 
would not sacrifice the great interesita of his constituents to 
any consideration whatever. of that kind,.or any other kind. 
And if gentlemen would thus continue to practise upon their 
friends, he would not vote with them. g 

Mr. PRESTON replied at considerable length to the views 
of the Senator. from Michig He desired. no stronger illlus- 
tration of the anconstitutionaliiy of the motion, than that Sena- 
tor, in the keen and zealous deience of his views, asserting that 
opposition comes with an ill grace from one who had voted for 
certain other, appropiiations of a like character, in another 
quarter. He had voted for appropriations for the South, it was 
true, but it was on a long line of continuous seacoast, the. great 
highway of commerce, where harbors were made. by nature; 
and was he, becanse a rigid constructionist of the Constitution, 
to deny every thing to the quarter he represented? but were 
the cases parailel? He did not know how. the Senator from 
Michigan could derive the power from that clause of the Con- 
stitution, regulating the commerce of the country; as well might 
he apply the principle to building of-wharves or navigating 
ships; aa well might a harbor be scooped out of the Alleghany, 
as made ina lake. Why not carry a canal tothe White Bulphur 
Springs for the convenience.of visitors, and make that great 
and aalubrious watering piace, a port oi entry? We certainly 
had just as much vighi io do so, : Tae 

Mr. P. contended that thé bill before them was one of the 
mos: Yatitudinarian of any that ever wested the Treasury of 
the country, fhat all others were as but dust in the balance. 
According to the viows of hgnorable geni) {nen they might have 
a harbor every five miles, if they please |. The Senator from 
Michigan seemed to think there was something peculiar about 
hiy lake calling for appropriations from tbe General Govern- 
ment, Did notthat Senator know that there was just as much. 
loss of life and loss of property off Cape THi'teras, and Lookout, 
ag among any of the nameless watersof Michigan. : 

afr, P. said he well knew how this whole system commenced. 
Tt began with the breakwater at Delaware; it was there the 
break was made in the Constitution, and fram that source came 
the further expenditure of allthe vast sums we have beon call- 
ed on, from time to tine, to vote. It appeared to him there 
was to longer any settled constitutional ‘views to direct gento- 
mien in their legislative capacities—all wus made to yield to po 
pular impulse, to popular opinion. The measures which the 
wisdom and’ experience of the Government had sanctioned, 
were all forgotten. The Bank of the United States, which for 
forty years outof the fifty the Goverament had been in ex- 
istence, was blown up, andso with most of the others: the only 
thing unsurrendered was the alien and sedition laws, 

Mr. P. said he was unwilling to give his vote, or in any other 
manner lend his sanction to the opinion that this was to be the 
settled policy of the Governinent. Every body knew how 
these things were managed; it was only necessary for some 
four or five leading men tosay that such a spot was poor, and 
without business, and thatifa bor could be made there, or 
a fordfication or breakwater, and the General Government 
could be made to undertake it, that the property would be en- 
hanced, andthe public money would fructify the whole region 
aroun’; and thus it was thatthe matter was undertaken by 
those who represented what was supposed to be the interests 
of thelr constituents, and dn their long and labored arguments 
in alvovating Javorite measures, the Constitution was made 
gradually to give way. He expressed himself opposed to all 
such measures, and, having the Constitution for his guide, 
should feel himself bound to oppose all appropriations not 
sanctioned by the legitimate spirit of that sacred charter. 

Mr. BUCITANAN observed that he should vote for the pre- 
sent against the indefinite postponement; butif the friends of 
the bill should continue the debate much longer, he, for one, 
should feel it his duty to vote for it. We are now, said be 
within about twenty-four hours of the close of the session, an 
there were many bills on the calendar that ought to be acted on. 
He, it was true, had bat one, which wasa pension biti, in favor 
ofa poor, aged female, (eighty years ofage,) that had been fa- 
vorably reported on several times, but he, nevertheless, felt as 
anxious to dispose of all the bills on ihe calendar as if he was 
individually charged with them. We all, he continued, under. 
stand this harbor question. Je was always pleased to listen 
to the Senator trom South Caralina, but really he must confess 
that the Scnator’s last speech was, on account ofits matter, and 
not of iis manner, net so agreeable as others he had heard from 
him. : i 
He had nodoubtof the power of this Government to construct 
harbors on the lakes. It hados much power to constract these 
harborsas to repair that at New York. But, saki Mr. B. if we 
are .o sicrifice all the other business ofthe session for this bill, 
I will go farther, and sacrifice thie bill itself till next winter. 
For these reasons, he should now vote against the postpone- 
ment; but if the debate was persisted in, he should vote to lay 
it on the table. 

Mc. WRIGHT expressed the hope that the Senate would, 
without continuing the debate, proceed with the amendments 
tothe bill, He supposed many amendments would be made, 
and he had prepared some himself, without the adoption of 
which, he coukl not vote for the bill. ote 

Mr. PRESTON said, for the sake of obtaining the vote of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania agai be bill, he would make a 
speech. twies aslong.. ho ver ks of the Senator were 
eviderce thatthe bill oug tic be passed. Here 
I invoiving important constitutional principles, to say 
nothing of-a millon and a half of money, because it was dis- 
cussed for come tenor fifteen minutes, it waz calied unnecessa- 
vy eonsuimption of time,and we were threatened by the Bena: 
ter that if thejdiscussion was contiitied, that, though friendly to 
e bil, he would certainty vote for ‘laying it on the table. Be 
it so, said Mr. P. I desire the bill to he defeated. Mr. Pvafter 
dwelling something further upon the numerous constitutional 
objectiuns that presented themselves to his mind, eaid he came 
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| wpon it at atime when the Treasury was empty—-when it was 


: come from? In this case he [dlr. a 
; as the fried of the present Administration; he was doing alt he 


in an admitted state of insalvency. Where were the -fundgte 
P.j was acting unvwiltingly 


: ceuld to prevent the beggarly account oi empty boxes, which 


` the supporters of “the party 


*? had been obliged to show forth. 
Mr, WRIGHT repiied that he’ could not answer these ingui- 


: vies at all Lill he knew whatthe bill was to be. When he knew 


that, he would give the information required. 

. Mr. PRESTON said he would suppose a hypothetical case. 
The friends of the bill proposed to expend a million and a half. 
of dollars. He asked the gentleman ìf tho Treagury was pre- 
pared to pay that mum, No.answer? Then, asthe geneman 
stands mute, said Mr. P. X take it for granted that the Treasury 
is not prepared, andthat we are.about to make appropriations 

without having the means to meet them. ` i 

After some further remarks from Mr. PRESTON, the ques- 
tion was iaken on his motion, and it was lost—yeas 18, nays 21, 
ds follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Clay of Alabama, Critten- 
den, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, ‘Trotter, Wall, and 

ite—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Merrick, Norvell, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton. Webster, Williams, Wright, and Young—2l. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the bill by inserting an appro- 
priation of $48,000 for a mound or sea-wallat Buffalo, New York, 
for the preservation of the harbor; and after a debate, in which 

. Messrs. BENTON, TALLMADGE, and DAVIS, took part, the 

motion was lost—yeas 17, nays 21, as follows: i 

YEAS—Mesars. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, 
Lyon, Merrick, Norvell, Robbins, Ruggler, Sevier, Smith. of 
eatin Southard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, and 

| Wright—17. F 
NAYS Measra, Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 


: Alabama, Crittenden, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Niche-. | 


i lng, Niles, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Strange, 
White Williams, and Young—21. 
Mr. WRIGHT meyed to reduce the appropriation for Pon- 
tine creek, Ohio, from $¥,000 to $4,000; and, alter ser.e re- 
: mocks from Mr. ALLEN in opposition to the motion, it was 
agreed to. 
BAMc. W. called the attention of the Senate to several itema 
of appropriation, which he thought might with propriety be 
reduced; after which, he moved to strike out the appropriation 
of $20,000 for continuing the improvement of the Cumberland 
: river above Nashville. 
_ This motion waa warmly opposed by Messrs. CRITTENDEN 
i an CLAY, but, on taking the question, it was agreed to—ayes 
i 20, noes 15, 
, Mr. WRIGHT then offered an additional section, as a proviso 
: to the Dill, preciaely in the following worda: 
» And beit further enacted, That it shall bethe duty of the 
: Officersoharged with the execution of this act, and with the 
making of contracts for the expenditures authorized by 1t, to 
: havo particular regard to the state ofthe Treasury, and its ab-i 
tity to meet the current ordinary expenses ofthe Government, 
as well as the calla which may be made under thesaid contracts; 
: and, uiuler the direction of the President of the United States, 
so to arrange the said expenditures, and the times and amount 
of payment, so far as thé means of the Treasury can be antici- 
pated, as that the advances or payments under this act shall 
not interfere with or delay the payments under the appropria- 
tions far the regular, ordinary, annual expenses of the Govern- 
ment. 

This amendment was advocated by Messrs. WRIGHT, BEN- 
‘TON, and NILES, and earnestly opposed by Messrs. PRES- 
TON, WEBSTER, CRITTENDEN, DAVIS, and NORVELL, 
ag vesting an absolute and unconatitational power ofappropria- 
uon in the hands and atthe discretion of the Executive. 

This arvendment was agreed to by the following vote’ 

YVAS—+Vosara. Allen, Benton, Brows, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicholas. Niles. 
Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Wright, and 
Young-~19. 

NAYS —Nessrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Olayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davia, Merriek, Norvell, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and 
White—I6. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, moved to amend the bill by. inserting 
an appropriation of $56,709 30 fur continuing the improvement 
of the Tennessee river, in Ainbama. 


rotter, 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, observed that he was sorry to see a 
bill of this character pressed on the Senate at thisunpropritious 
Moment, but, at the same time, he was bound to claim for his 
constituents some participation in its favors, iu case the bill 
should pass. He was aware that there was no report from the 
United States engincers in favor of this object; but it had been 
conGded io the Siate of Alabama, whose engineer had made a re- 
port on it, which would be found among the documents of the 


other House. The character of this work was so well under- 
“stood that it was not nece: v for him to enlarge onit. He 
would only ask the Secretary to wad ihe report he had referred to 
from the documents of the other House. 

The Secretary having read the document, the question was 
taken, and the amendment was lost. 

Mr. LYON moved to increase the appropriation from 
| $15,000 10°$31,462 37 for the harbor at the mouth of the river 
Raisin: lost. 3 

The question coming up on engrossing the amendment, and 
: ordering the bil toa third reading, Messrs. MERRICK, CLAY 
: of Kentucky, and WEBSTER severally stated that in conse- 
“quence of the amendment «opted ow the motion of Mr. 
: WRIGHT, they were compelled to vote against the bill; and on 
taking the question, it was decided in the negative—yeas 18, 
! nays ÏS, as follows; a tie being equivalent to a rejection: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, 
: Hubbard, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Indi- 
ann, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, Wright, and Young 


NAYS —Mesets. Benton, Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
| Kentucky, Crittenden, King, Merrick, Mouron, Nicholas, Pierce 

: Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Sivange, Trotter, White, and 
| Williams—18. : 

: Qn mation of Mr. BENTON, 

i. Resolved, That the President of the United States-be re- 
$ quested to cause to he communicated to the Senate the report 
} ofthe Jast.campaign in Florida under General Jesup; also, that 
ithe President of the United States be requested to communicate 
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to the Senate, at the commencement of the next siated sessio p 
of Congress, a statement of all works. for the improvement o 

harbors and mouths of creeks, and rivers Which have been up- 
wards of three years in progress, with the estimate of coat, when 
commenced, the annual expenditure since, the annual compen- 


‘sation tothe superintendent of the same, and theo. probable 


ainount which will yet be required to complete each work. 

After: concurring in various amendments made by the House 
to bilis that had passed the Senate, í ` 

Tkejointregolution of. the House suspending the ISth joint 
ruleso. far as to permit the House te send to the Senate the bill 
relating to. the Circuit and District Courts of the Northern Dis- 
trictof New York, and the resolutionto provide for the purchase 
of certain booka for distribution to members of the House, was 
taken up. è 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend it by strikingout that 
part relating to the purchase of books for the members; and the 
motion was supported by Messrs. BENTON, HUBBARD, and 
BAYARD, and opposed by Messrs. SEVIER, MERRICK, and 
SOUTHARD, ` 

Mr. BENTON then moved to postpone the resolution inde- 
finitely; and the question was decided in the affirmative—yeaa 
17, nays 15, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, 
Strange, White, Williams, and Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Merrick, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, and Webster—15. 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the. Whole, and ordered to a third 
Treading. 

The bill for the relief of A. Quartier and Albert of Now 
Orleans. 

The bill for the relief of John A. Peterson, executor of the 
last Will and testament of John IY. Peterson, deceased, 

The bill for the relief of Richard Frisby. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Potter and James Cas. 
sedy of North Carolina. x 

The bill ceding te the State of Ohio the interest of the 
United States to certain roads within that State. J 

me bill to establish certain post routes, and discontinue 
otherg. NA 

On motion by Mr. Hubbard, 

The Senate adjourned. 


NOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, July7, 1838, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan was 
rejected, saying he was induced to make the motion from a fur- 
ther examination of the case, from which he found that Mr. B. 
was a very estimable man. 

The mouon was entered, 

_ Mr. INGHAM entreated Mr. ADAMS to give way thls morne 
mg to suffer the committees to be called upon tor reports. 

fr. ADAMS, however, declined, and went on with his re- 
marks on the subicet of Texas and Mexico, and our relations 
with the latter Republic.. Mr. A. had not concluded when the 
orders ofthe day were called for. . 

Mr. HOWARD suggested that after the recegs, the committees 
be called on for reporis. 

Mr. BELL preferred proceeding with them this morning. 

Mr. HOWARD had no objection, and moved a suspension ef 
the rules for that purpose. 

The CHAIR said it had been. the invariable rule, on the last 
two days of the session, to receive reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 16th joint rule, 
go far as to be enabled to send bill 861 to the Senate, which 
was agreed to. ` 

Mr. DROMGOOLE [moved a suspension of the rule, for the 
purpose of proceeding with the Texan discussion alter the 
recess : lost. 

Reports from committees were then called for at the point 
left off yesterday. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, frem the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reperteil a bill for the relief of the heirs of Peyton Randolph, 
deceased. 

Also a bill to amend the several copysight acts, 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported, with amendments, Senate bill to repeal a part of the 
second section of an act entitled An act to provide for the or- 
ganization of the Department of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 

benefit of the Choctaw Indians, 
_ Mr. B. alge reported, with an amendment, Senate bill direct. 
ing the investment of certain funds belonging to Indian: tribes 
in State stocks, and prescribing the manner in which the pro- 
ceeds thereof should be paid into and drawn out of the Trea- 
sury, and for other purposes. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re 
ported Senate bill regulating the pay and emolument of the 
Adjutant General when a brevet officer. 

Also, Senate bil, with an amendment, to provide for the da. 
fence of the Western frontier. 

SUPPLEMENTAL ARMY BILL. 

Also, Senate bill supplementary to the-act for the increase of 
the present military establishment ofthe United States, with an 
amendment. 

The amendment was taken up. 

Mr. EWING proposed an amendment, depriving the agents 


ent 


of the'War Department, or engineers, from the power of mak- 


_ ing contracts; but after being opposed by Messrs. MASON of 


Ohio and McKAY, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded the previous quea- 
tion; which prevailed, and the bill was passed uvamended. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval Afairs, re- 
ported Senate bill to regulate the pay of mastersin the n 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bili entided “An act to àu- 
thorize the payment of equitable commissions to the agents and 
attorneys of persons in whose favor awards have been made 
underthe several treaties between the United States and certain 
foreign powers, which awards have been retained in the Trea- 
sury in payment of the debis due to the United State.” 

MEXICO, 


Mr. H. also made a report. upon which the action of the 


i House was not asked, as ft merely contained the views of the 
committee. 


Gn motion-or Mr. H., ordered to lie on the table. 
My, CUSHING also submitted on the same subject the views 
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of the minority of the committee, and they took the same 


order. 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the same committee, reported back 
the bill to provide for surveying the northeastern boundary 
line of the United States, according to the provisions of the 
treaty of peace between the United States and Great Britain, in 
1783, accompanied by the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That after a careful examination and deliberate 
consideration of the whole controversy between the United 
Biates ars! Great Britain, relative to the northeastern boundary 
of the former, the House of Representatives does not entertain 
adcaubt of the entire practicability of running and marking that 
boundary in strict contormity with the stipulations of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace of 1783, and entertain a perfect conviction 
of the justice and validity of the title of the United States to the 
Tull extent of all the territory in dispute between the two 
powers. 

Resolved, further, That considering that more than half a 
century has elapsed since the conclusion of that treaty, conside- 
ring the extraordinary delay which has hitherto warked the ne- 
gotiatiuns and proceedings ofthe Governments of the two coun. 
tries, in their endeavors amicably to settle the controversy, and 
constderiug the danger of mutual irritation and collisions upon 
the border of kindred and friendly nations from further procras- 
tination, this House cannot ,urtear to express an_ earnest desire 
that the pending negotiation should be brought to a close, 
anahe final decision of the dispute be made as early as practi- 
cable 

Mr. F. moved {the consideration of the resolutions, and ‘they 
were unanimously concurred in; being the samo as those unani- 
mously agreed toin the Senate. 

MEXICAN DOCUMENTS. : 

Mr. HOWARD called up the motion to reconsider the vate 
laying on the table the motion to print the Measage of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and accompanying documents, on the 
subject of our relations with Mexico. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. H. disclaimed all wish to suppress any part of this corre- 
spondence which was of any importance, his object having been 
merely to avoid the expense of printing a vast mass of what 
was of no moment to the subject. Ho had not the remotest de- 
aire to prevent the fullest and freest inquiry. 
be on (he committee. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a resolution to print the Message, 
and thata committee be appointed, with power to designate 
what portion of the documents merit printing; which was 
agreed to, 

“Measts, ROBERTSON, CRARY, and EVERETT were ap- 
pointed such committee. 

ADMISSION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr, BRONSON, from the Committe on the Territories, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the people of Florida to form a Con 
stitution, and to provide for the admiasion of said State into the 


Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported Senate bill for the relief of Wim, 
Berry. : 

‘Also, Senate bill granting a penston to Hannah Leighton, 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the sume committee, Senate bill for the 
relief of Joseph Bassett. 

Mc. MORGAN, irom the same committee, reported Senate 
pill for the relief of Dennis Tramell, 

Mi. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported Senato bill, with amendinents, to authorize the pay- 
ment of invalid pensions in certain specified cases. 

Also, against Senate bill for the relief of John S. Billings; 
and it wae ladon the table. 


MICHIGAN ROADS, 

Mr, MERCER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reported Senate bill making appropriations for the completion 
of certain roads in the State of Michigan, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass; and the bill wes laid on the table. 

Mr. M. madea report, accompanied by the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the standing rule of the House, instituting a 
Committee on Roads and Canals, be ainendod go as to read as 
follows: 

1. That the denemination of that committee shall hereafter 
be “The Committee on Public Improvements,” 

2. That the duties of chat committee shall be to take ino con- 
eideration all such petitions, resolutions, bills, and reporw, or 
other matters or things relating to surveys and estimates for 
roads, canals, or for the construction or Improvement of the 
navigation of rivers, or the construction, improvement, or con- 
tinued prosecution of any such public works, whether by the 
appropriation thereto of lands or money. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Patents, reported a 
bill for the relief of John J. Roane. 

My. LINCOLN, from the Committee oa the Public Build- 
ings, reporter back the resolution in relation to certain altera- 
tions, &c. in the hall of the House of Representatives; which 
was concurred in. i : 

Mr. L. s!so reported a joint resolution, that the commission- 
ere appoiiicd by the President of the United Btates to superin- 
tend the prosecution of the structure of the: new Treasury 
building, be authorized to examine and adjust the claims of the 
workmen for indemnity for loss of tims during the suspension 
of the work; and it was ordered to a third reading. 


NATIONAL FOUNDRY. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, from the select committee on 
the subject of a National Foundry, reported the following reso- 
lution; which was concurred in: v 

Resolved, that the select committee on the subject ef the 
National Sune have leave to adjourn at the close of the 
present session of Congress. í 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a bill for the relief of Susan Gratiot. 

Mr. BARLINGTON, from the Committee of Claims, reported 
the fullowing resolution; which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition ef Gamaliel E. 
Smith, and that the same be referred to the Solicitor of the 
Treasury for settlement. y 

Mr. MCKAY, fiom the Select Commitiee on the memorial of 
Francis P. Blair, reported the following resolution, which was 
concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Select Cornmittee to which was teferred 
the memorial of Francis P. Blair, on the subject of the printing 


He desired not to 


done for Congress haye leave to adjourn ss the present session I 
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of Congress, aud to reaume the investigation and report at the 


next session of Congress. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred bills of the Senate of the following titles, 


made reports thereon, recommending that the said bills do not 
pass: 


An act for the relief of Alfred Westfall. 
An act for the relief of Jacob Hanks. 


Anact for the relief of George J Knight. 
LAND FRAUDS, 


Mr. ROBERTSON moved a suspension of the rules, for the 
purpose of being enabled to aubmit the resolutions, heretofore 
oftred by him calling for certain information in relation to the 
public landa, pre-emption frauds, &c. which motion provailing, 
the resolutions were taken up and agreed to, . 

At the request of Mr. CUSHING, Mr, CRARY moved a re- 
consideration, which was agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHING then moved to jay the resolutions on the 


table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS ef North Carolina called for the yeas and 
naye; which, being ordered, Mr. C. withdrew the motion, and 
Mr. R. having modified the resolutions, they were agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider the vete laying the bill for the relief 
of John Brahan on the table, was taken up and disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that he should, as soon as 
possible, call up the bill to provide for the sale of the United 
States Bank bonds. 

CHOCTAW RESERVATIONS. 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers onthe public tande 

who were deprived of the benefit of the re-emiption act of tho 


` 19th June, ISH, (under discussion yesterday,) was again taken 


up, and alter bein opposed by Measrs. WISE and JOHNSON 
of Maryland, and advocated by Messrs. LYON and LEWIS, 
when, on motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, the bill was 
laid on the table. à 

The hili to confirm certain purchases of the public lands, un- 
der the act ofthe {9th of June, 1831, reported from the Com. 
mittee of the Whole, with a substitute, postponing the subject 
ull the Legislature of Missisaippi had made a specin! report 
upon the subject. , i 

Mr. HARLAN advocated the postponement, which was brief- 
ly ulead by Measrs. WORD and PRENTISS of Mississip- 
pl, when 

Mr. CRARY moved the previous qnestion; but withdrew it 
at the request of ‘ 

Mr. HARLAN, who made his objections to the bill, on the 
ground that, so (ar from being in aceordance with the pre-emp- 
tion law of 34, theee claims were set up in direct violation 


of it. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to lay tho bill on the 


table. 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi asked for the yeas and nays; 
but they were refused. i 

Mr. JOHNBON withdrew tho motion, and the amendment 
being concurred in, the bill was passed. 


STEAMBOAT IRON, &c. 

The pill to authorize Charles Day, of Macon and James R, 
Butts, of Columbua, Georgia, to import, free of duties, two iron 
steamboats, &c, was taken up. ; 

Mr. LYON moved to insert, also, tho name of William W. 
Fry, of Mobile, Alabama, stating that he was Ju the situation; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr, NAYLOR opposeed the bill, and opposed the whole prin- 
ciple, and alter some remarks fran Mr. BIDDLE, in its sup- 
port, x was ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 

yasscd . 

Mr, CITAPMAN said, then seeing uo prospect of coming`to 
a conclusion, he moved to lay the bill aside, 2o to be reposted; 
but upon the count there were, ayes 61, noes Gl, no quorum; 
upon passing a second time between the tollere thore wero, 
ayes 62, noes 73. A . 

So the committee refused to lay the bill aside. 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved a further ameudment, that the 
commission should ascertain the amount of merchundise in 
sured or sold, and if insured or sold, what portion thereof was 
paid, and the amount deducted from the certificates, 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that this would be a transfor of the 
ruin from the importer to the insurer, the latter being already: 
the heaviest sufferer. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied that the Insurer should not set 
up asa plea that hisloss accrued from the act of God, because 
it was his business to run risks. 

Mr, ADAMS rejoined by inquiring if that was a reason for 
inflicting stili greater calamity upon him. 

Mr, CHAMBERS wished the gentleman’s aympathies ex- 
tendeda litle further. Had the gentleman any sympathies for 
avery worthy class, the retail merchants ? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yea, I would if I could. g 

Mr. CHAMBERS said the gentleman could if he would, if 
he could bring himself to vote for this bill. They might as 
well pasa a general law at once, extending it to all caren. 

Mr. ADAMS rejoined thatthe gentleman passed from a thing 
that waa possible to a thing that was impossible. The Go- 
vernment could relieve the msurer or importer, but could not 
extend it to the retailer. The bill, however, proposed no in- 
demnity even to the former, but merely a forbearance, 

After some further remarks from Mr. CHAMBERS, his 
amendment was agreed to. ; 

The bill waa then laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the committee then rose 
and reported, 

UNITED STATES BANK BONDS. 

The bill to authorize the sale of certain bonds belonging to the 
United States, was ordered toa third reading, read a third time 
and passed without a division. 


NEW YORK FIRE. i 
i The House concurred in the amendments to the New York 
re bill. 

Mr. CUSHMAN movedto lay the bill on the table, and asked 
for the yeas and nays, which being ordered, were—yeas 53, 
nays 87. 

o the House refused to lay the bili on the table. n 

Mr. HARRISON moved the previous question on the third 
reading, which prevailed without a division, and the bill was 


then passed. 
FALMOUTH RAILROAD. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to reconsider the yote 
of the House by which the bill giving the assent of Congress to 
the supplementary act of the General Assembly of the State of 
Virginia incorporating the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad 


Company, and appropriating €300,000 for the use of the com. 


r. MALLORY moved to lay that motion on the table; which 
was agreed lo—ayes 76, noes rA 
ARBOR BILL. : 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to: refor the amendments of the So- 
nate to the harbor bill to the Committee on the Union. 

Mr, WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to lay the hill on. the 
table: lost, without a division; and the bill was then committed. 
POST ROUTE BILL, 

The House then took up the Senate's amendments to the Post 
Route bill, and, after making further amendments, several were 
concurred in. 

The amendment restoring the Express mail aystem, or rae 
ther striking out the section dicontinuing it, was then taken up. 

My, HOPKINS hoped the House would non-concur; indeed, 
he preferred seeing the bill pPortponed till next seasion, for the 
condition of the finances of the Department was euch that 
none of the routes could be put in operation. He, therefore, 
moved ita Post ponement, 

Mr. BRIGGS remarked that the bill did not go into opera: 
tion tili July, °39, and there was no need of postponing it. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY explained that the bill had been so 
amended by the Sonate at the suggestion of the Postmaster 
General, that ithad obviated the objections to its passage. 

Mr. HOPKINS disapproved of the principle of this amend- 
ment, as, hefore July, 389, many of these new routes might be 
come valuable. 

Mr. WISE was opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the previous question, which was 
carried, and the vote on the main question was--ayes 82, 
noes 63. 

So the amendment was concurred in, and the Express mail 
system is therefore retained. j 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then went into 
Committee on the Union, (Mr, McKiswnan in the chair) and, 
on motion of Mr. C. took up the 

INDIAN ANNUITY BILL. 

The Senate had returned this bill with sundry amendments, 
being for carrying certain recent treaty stipulations into effect; 
and they were all severally concurred in, together with some 
others moved by Mr. Evers, from the Committee on Indian 


Atfairs. 
p HARBOR BLL. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the committee took. up the 
amondmonts of tho Senate to this bill. 

Mr. PETRIKIN hoped the amendments would not be con» 
curred in, for there was a great deal of humbug In them 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to except to, and non- 
concur in, the amendment striking out $20,000 for tho improve- 
ment of tho Cumberland river above Nashville, and expressed 
his astonishment that this item, which was an.old work, now in 
progress, and reported on by the War Doparument, Ithad beon 
omitted by the Committee of Ways and Meana only because 
the superintendent had failed in sending in. the estimates in 
time. 

Mr. DUNCAN made some remarke in opposition to the mo: 
tion, and was going into a defence of the Administration from 
some recent charges, in doing which, ho was called to order by 
Mr. JENIFER and Mr. SIBLEY, on the ground that ho was die 
verging from the subject before the House. The CHAIR not 
guataining the point, Mr, REED called Mr, D. to order; but the 
CHAIR not again sustaining the point, Mr, D. proceeded fur- 
ther, when he waa again called to order, for irrelevancy, and the 
CHAIR sustained it, 

_ Mr. YELL sald he should object to the gentleman’s proceed: 
ing further, without leave ef the committee. 

The sjeemion was propounded, and the committee refused to 
allow Mr. D. to proceed. 

_Mr, POPE supported the appropriation for the Cumberland 
river; but he was also called to order by Mr. TITUS, for ir- 
relevancy, and resumed his seat. 

Mr. PETRIKIN described the whole controversy as a scram- 
ble for money; andit appeared that the price of the Kentucky 
delegation war $20,000, 

Mrs HARRISON called Mr. P. to order for this expression; 
and 

The CHAIR sustained the point, 

Mr. LYON raised the question whether Mr. P. should be per- 
lie to proceed; and, on a vote, the committee refused to por- 
mit him. 

Mr. DUNCAN rose; but having been refused permission to 
proceed, objection was made to bis going on. He said be held a 
pamphlet in his hand,( understood to be Mr. Bonp’s speech, ] out of 
which he wished to make a speech; but, if the commit tee would 
pernit him to write it oat, and call it his speech in Committee 
of the Whole, he would desist. Loud cries of agreed! from all 
quarters of the House ensued, and Mr. D. sat down. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in—ayes 103, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana moved to non-concur in the 
amendment of the Senate, striking out the itens of $70,000, 
for continuing the removal of the obstructions in the Red 
river. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana stated that it had been stricken 
out, onthe raistaken ground that the money had been appro- 
priated before. 

Mr. JOHNSON also expressed a wish that the appropriation 
be retained. 

The amendment, however, was concurred in. AH the. other 
arnendments of the Renate were then concurred in; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. SERGEAIST, the committee rose aud reported the 
above two bills to the House, : 

The amendments to the Indian annuity. bill: were then all eon- 
curred in by the House. 

The harbor bill was then taken up. 

_Mr. GRANT moved the previous question, which was car 
ried nem. diss. 

Mr. POPE then moved to except the amendment in relation to 
Cumberland river. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved tolay the bill on the table, and ask» 
ed for the yeas and nays, which were refused, and the motion was 
rejected. i 

The amendments of the Senate were all concurred in. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The House took up the amendment ofthe Senate to the Portifi- 
cation bill, and, on motion of Mr. CRARY, through the operation 
of the previous question, the amendment was concurred in. 

The House took up the Senate’s disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the House to the bill to confirm certain land: purchases 
in Mississippi, under the act of 19th June, 1834, i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WORD hoped the House would agree to he Senate’s dis- 
agreement, and addresecd the House foursome time in support of 
that position. 

Mr. HARLAN moved tolay the bill on the table, which was 
agreed to—ayes 68, noes 54. i 

Several pension and other private bills, returned from the Se- 
nate amended, were taken up, and the amendments all concur- 
red in. nis 

‘Ali the bills on the Sptaxee’s table having been disposed of, 
the House again went into Cu:nmittes of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. MCKENNAN in the chair. 

_ RELICTS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

On motion of Mr. TITUS, the committee took up the bill to 

rovide for the relief of certain widows of soldiers of the Revo- 
Firion, granting them halfpay and pensions, 

Several amendments were proposed by Mr. ADAMS and Mr. 
WDP, anu disagreed to; and the bill was then laid aside to be 
reported. 

NEW LAND OFFICES IN LOUISIANA AND ARKANSAS. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, the committee 
took up the bill to estaliish an additional land office in the State 
of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. G. an amendment was agreed to, changing 
the boundary. : 

Mr. YELL moved asection providing for an additional land 
district in Arkansas; which was agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be reported2-”. 

. LIGHT HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to take up the Light House bill; which 
was agreed to, ayes 80, noes 44, (after three attempts to get a 
quorum) and several amendments being agreed to, 
roe DUNCAN moved to lay the bill aside not to be reported. 

st. a 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, witk a view totake the question inthe Houre by yeas 
and nays, and for the purpose of testing not only the strength of 
parties, but also the circumstances under which it was passed, 
and the number of members present. ` 

The motion was disagreed to. gor 

a MILITARY ACADEMY, &c. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee teok up 
the bill making appropriations for the West Point Academy. 

The bill was retumed from the Senate with a mass of 
amendments, embracing the pay of reventie officers, addi- 
tional clerks, &c. being onalmost every possible subject; which 
were concurred in. ` 

The bill was then laid aside, and the committee rose and 
reported the above bills to the House. 

he bill granting half pay and pensions to certain widows 
was read a third time and passed, 

The amendment to the bill to’establish a’.!itional land offices 
a Louisiana and Arkansas was concurred in, and the bill 

sed. 

The amendments to the light-house biil were concurred in. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia called for the yeas and nays on 
the third reading of the bill, on the growid stated by him in 
committee. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were 65 to 56, (a quorum 
with the SPEAKER.) 

So the amendments were ordered to be engrossed for a third 
rea ling, and the bill was then passed. 

The amendments to the West Point Academy bill were taken 
up and concurred in, and the bill passed. 

The billto refund to the Georgia Railroad and Banking com- 
pany certain duties paid, upon railroad iron, was ordered to a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. , 

The bill to refund certain duties upon railroad iron, paid by 
the New York and Harlem Railroad company, was taken up; 
and, after some converstion between Mr. LEWIS. and Mr. 
ADAMS as to the general bill on this subject, and a few words 
from Mr. CAMBRELENG in support of the above bill, t was 

sed, 7 | 

The bili to remit or refund duties to the Baltimore and Sus- 
quehannah Railread company, upon certain importations of 
iron made by them forthe use of their railroad, wasalso passed. 

The bill for the benefit of the New Castle and Frenchtown 
Turnpike and Railroad company, was read the third time and 

ssed. 

The bill relating to restricting the circulation of small notes 
ag a currency in the District of Columbia, was taken up; but 
before any question was taken, 

The House took its daily recess. 

BVENING SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the vote on the firet of the 
above series of steamboat ‘iron bills was reconsidered, and & 
rider was annexed to it, including the name of Mr. Lamar, of 
Savanuah, Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the bill to con- 
tinue in force the act for the payment of horses and other pro- 
perty lost in the military service of the United States, was takei 
up, read a third time, and paesed. 2 $ 

The joint resolution reported this morning by Mr. LINCOLN, 
to settle the claims of the werkmen on the Treasury building, 
waa read a third time, and passed; andon motion of Mr. L. the 
sixteenth joint resolution was so far suspended as to permit the 

. bilt being sent to the Senate. : ch 

On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, the Committee on the District 
af Columbia was discha:ged from the further consideration of 
all their unfinished business. R Pics 

On motionof Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, all the bills in 
Committee of the Whole House were referred to the Commit. 
tee on the Union. 

SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The consideration of the bill to restrain the circulation of 
small notes within the District of Columbia was resumed, on its 
third reading; and after some discussion, in which Messrs. 
BOULBIN, ADAMS, ant THOMAS, participated, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

ca Mr CUSHMAN asked forthe yeas and nays, which were or- 
ered. 

It being obvious that no quorum was present, Mr. COLES 
moved.a call of the House; but it did not prevail. 

The CHAIR counted the House, and ascertaining that Ro quo- 
rum was present, Foxe 

Mr. GRANT moveda reconsideration of the vole rejecting 
the cal; which was agreed to—yeas 5l, rays 45. 

In the meantime a quorum appearing, the call was refused, 
andthe question being.taken on laying the bill on the table, it 
tesulted in the negative—yeas 54, nays 77, as follows: _ 

YEAS--Magars, Alexander, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, 


fond, Briggs, Carter, Childs, Cranston, Crockett. Darlingten, ` 


Dawson, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Rice Garland, Goode, 
Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harian, Hastings, Herod, Kennedy, 
Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Maxwell, McKennan, Mitchell, 
Calvary Norris, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Pous, Sergeant 8. 
Prentiss, Reed, John Robertson, Edward Robinson, Ruseell, 
Southgate, Sanin, Stratton, Taliaferro, Toland, Underwood; 
Albert S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke 


NAYS—Mesers. Heman Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bouldin, Bronsou, Cambrelzng, Ca- 


| sey, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cush- 


man, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, 
Fairfield, Fillmore, ‘Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Wiliam 
Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Hammond, Hamer, Harri- 
son, Haynes, Hopkins, Ingham, Tho. B. Jackson, Nath. Jones, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Lewis, James M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, Abrahain McClellan, Mercer. Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muriay, Noble, Noyes, 
Ogle, Parmenter, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Rariden, Reily, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderycer, Webster, Jared W. 
Williams, and Yell—77. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr, THOMAS moved to amend by inserting first of August 
next, instead of “April,” as the time when the bill should 
take effect; but 

Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the previous question, {cries of 
“Agreed,” Agreed,” } which was carried nen. dis. and the bill 
was put.on its passage without a division. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question on its final 
passage; which was carried without asingle negative voice be- 
ing heard, and the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the amendments of the 
Senate to the Indian Annuity bill were committed. 

On motion of Mr. C. the House went into Committee on the 
Union—Mr. McKENNAN in the Chair. 

Mr. C. moved to take up the bill to sell the United States 
Bank bonds. 

Mr. MERCER remarked that. when the House was last in 
committee, the New Harbor, bill was under consideration, and 
he insisted upon the resumption of its consideration. 

à Tho CHAIR decided the lauérto be the first business in or- 
er. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG insisted that, as it wasa House bilh it 
ye not inorderat all, because it ceuld noi be sent to the other 

ouse. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR and Messre. 
WHITTLESEY, CUSHMAN, DUNCAN, MALI ORY, BOND, 
and Speaker POLK, the bill was laid aside. 

UNITED STATES BANK BONDS. 

On moiion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee took up 
the “bill to authorize the sale of certain bonds belunging to the 
United S:ates.” 

Mr. WISE called upon the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to explain what changes had taken place to 
render the sale of these bonds necessary now, when so short a 
time ago it was resisted, and the Government issued shin- 
plasters in lieu. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did object, and always had objected, to 
the Government disposing of its bonds in this form, or, in fact, 
in any form; but they were now at the close of nearly a sever: 
months’ session, and found themselves having made extraordi. 
nary appropriations of an exeess amounting to thirteen mil- 
lions. These Mr. ©. enumerated, and went on to demonstrate 
that the sale of these bonds was absolutely necessary to meet 
these extraordinary demands. He admitted it to be doubtful 
whether they could be negotiated or not. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD congratulated his friend from New 
York upon his altered tone since the last session. As to the 
appropriations, he would ask if they had exceeded the ceti- 
mates? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied they had, by about thirteen 
millions, not, of course, altogether owing to the sole action of 
Congress, but principally on account of extraordinary exigen- 
cies, such as Indian hostilities, new treaties, frontier :lifficulties, 
the new army bill, etc. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD could not help complimenting the gen- 
tleman upon his change of position, occupying, as he did, one 
directly the reverse of that he did at the extra session: for 
he then opposed this very proposition, then brought forward 
by Mr. U. 

TMr. BELL expatiated at some length upon the change of 
ground thken by the Administration and its friends upon the 
present occasion, and commented upon its inconsistency; in 


doing which, he cited extracts from the messages of the Presi- 


dent, communications from the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
recent sp-eches of Mr. CAMBRELENG, Mr. Jones of Virginia, 
etc. and defended his own consis:ency. , 

Mr. POPE remarked that it was a matter of minor impor- 
tance what any genileman said or thought last falj, and it was 
but a mere waste of time to be talking about consistency on the 
last day ofthe session. The only question was, did the exigen- 
cies of the Government require the sale of these bonds? Large 
appropriations had been made, for which no particular party 
was solely responsible; for all had voted for them, and it was 
equally the duty ofall to provide the means to meetthem. He 
was well assured that the passage of this Dill was con- 
templated by no one when the Treasury note bill was passed. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means had al- 
Juded to extraordinary Indian appropriations, the new army 
bill, &c. which had not been taken into the account. when the 
gentleman submitted his estimate of the condition ofthe Trea- 
sury; showing the necessity of issuing ten millions of Treasury 
notes. Thatwas true. But the new harbor bill, the road bills, 
and others, included in that estimate, had since been defeated, 
and the Senate had so amended the old harbor bill as only to 
require but half the amount to be expended this- year. This 
would about square the account, and hence he saw no necessi- 
ty for selling these bonds. . 

“Mr. WISE inquired if there was any Executive communica- 
iion, any wand, requiring the zale of these bonds. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would tell the gentleman, Congress had 
added $1,150,000 on account of the Cherokees; other Indian 
treaties had been ratified, involving’some $1,600,000, within the 
last three weeks, and of which the Commitee of Ways and 
Means knew nothing till within the last ten days. They had 
passed, What had never been-contermplated before—a new army. 
hill; and had added about two or three hundred thousand gol- 
jars to the old harbor bill.. . The fact was that, within the last 


ten days, they had added about $4,500,000 to:the expsi 
Government, which were not contempliied before 

Mr. WISE insisted that most, of these ought. long’ sitive 
have been anticipated, for they: must have been before’ the eyes 
of the Executive. 4 i 7s ee 

The bil! was then laid aside, to be reported to the House, 
nem. diss. : ae ` $ 
ot DUTIES ON HEMP. : : 
The bill te allowa drawback on imported hemp, when manu- 
factured into cordage and exported, was, on ‘motion of Mr.’ 
CHAPMAN, laid aside nai to be reported. y 

NEW YORK FIRE BILL. TES 

The bill to remit the duties upon certain goods destroyèd by 

fire at the late conflagration in the city of New York, was next 


_ in order. 


Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay it aside. | ae 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, who had reported the bill, expressed an 
earnest hope that the committee would not assent to. that motion. 

Mr. HOFMAN added that the friends of the measure had no+ 
disposition ia debate iL 

The motion was disagreed to—ayes 42, noes §2; and the bill 
having been read by the Clerk— i 

Mr. HOFFMAN adiressed the committecin behalf of the biil. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to atrike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. CUSIIMAN replied to Mr. Horrman, and expressed his 
opposition to the principle involved in the bill; a principle by 
which the Government of the United States resolved itself into an 
insurance company. It was the duty of the merchants to protect 
themselves by insurance. Pass this bill, and a similar applica- 
tion would come in from Charleston, South Carolina. Mr. C 
added that the bill would take four or five millions out ofthe 
Treasury. 

Mr. CAMBRBLENG replied to Mr. Cusaman, remarking, 
first, that he concurred with the gentleman that it was the duty 
of the merchant, in alJ possible cases, to protect themselves by 
having their property insured. But what was the case then 
under consideration? It wasa case of one of the most extraor- 
dinary calamities that ever happened cn thisside of the Atlan- 
tic, and would probably be withouta parallel for a century to 
come, he hoped for ever. It was a case where not only the pro- 
perty was destroyed, but even the insurance companies them- 
selves; and hence the merchants not only losi the amount. of 
their duties, but an average ofone-halfthelr property vesides— 
one-halfof their whole capital. 

With regard to the bill taking four or five millions outof the 
Treasury, the gentleman was mistaken. The whole amount of the 
postponed bonds was less than a milion, and the bill proposed 
only the establishment of a commission to examine into the 
claims of the parties, and then, after the award was made, to pay 
them out of these postponed bonds. : 

The bill was very briefly sustained also by Messrs. CURTIS, 
PHILLIPS, REED and ADAMS, and opposed by Messrs. TX. 
DER WOOD, CHAMBERS, ATHERTON and EVERETT cin 
its present form only,) when the committee refuged to strike out 
the enacting clause. p í 

Mr. EVERETT moveda pirori, which was agreed w. 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved an amendment. t the first seetion, 
making certain exceptions in cases of goods insured. 

‘Aftera few words from the mover and Messis. CURTIS ang 
POPE, the amendment was rejected. i 

Mr. CHAMBERS then warned gentlemen that, if this bill pass- 
ed, it must go down to theretailer and consumer. It was unjust 
in princip‘e,.and on this ground he for sometime warmiy op- 
posed it. Mr. ©. said he would oppose the bill till to-morrow’s 
sun rose, but that he would defeat it. f i i 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved a reconsideration of 
the vote laying the bill in relation to certain Mississippi land 
claims, on the table, and on dividing the House by tellers, there 
were—ayes 49, noes 69. r; 

So the House refused to reconsider. , 

Mr. DAWSON said it was due te the country that it should 
be known they were acting on the most important measures, 
and votingaway millions upon millions of dollars with a bare 
quorum present, tried by the yeas and ‘nays, including the 
SPEAKER, and he therefore moved a call of the House. i 

The CATAIR stated to the gentleman that, in view of the im- 
portant business before the House, and apprehending there 
might be some difficulty in relation wa quorum, he had taken 
the responsibility of directing the Sergeart-at-Arms to despatch 
messengers tu every bearding-house iu town, to request tho at- 
tendance of members. 

Mr. DAWSON waived his motion for the present, and, on 
motion of Mr. BELL, the House went again inte Committee on 


the Union. ; 
CHOCTAW FRAUDS. : 
Mr. BELL moved to take up the bill .« extend the commis 
sion for the investigation of Choctaw claims, which prevailed, 
and the bil! was taken up. ` k 
Mr. B. moved a substitute, reported by the Commiitea on Lie 
dian Affairs. : ede 
Mr WORD moved an amendment, to give the commission- 
ers certain pay, without mileage. i 
Mr. BELL. Then you will defeat the bill, and defeat the in- 
vestigation. It would be fatal to the commission, and he en- 
treated the gentleman to withdraw it., n 
Mr. WORD persisted in preesing his amendment, but it wax 
rejected; and, Mc. BELL 8 amendment being agreed to, the tali 
id aside to be reported. 
reer TROPICAL PLANTS. | 
On motion of Mr. DOWNING, the committee. took up the 
hill to promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the United 
i i rida. i i X 
Me DROMGOOLE opposed the bill, moving. to atrike out 
the enaciing clause, and Messrs. WIMTTLESEY of Ohio, 
WISE, and MALLORY, who moved to lay it aside: lost. 
Yhe committee refused to artike out the enacting clause, aud 
i s ed to be reported. 
the bill was ordered (0 be FRRO FRONTIER, 
On motion of Mr: McK AY, the committee took up the bill to 
rovide for the better protection of the Western frontier. g 
Mr. McKAY moved an amendment reported by the Commit. 
tee on Indian Affairs, repealing 20 much of the military appro- 
priation act of ’36 as provided for the ramoval of the troops at 
Fort Gibson; which, after zome remarks from the mover and 
: RRISON, was agreed to 
MAn was then ordered to be reported tothe House. 
On motion of Mr. RELL, the committee took. up the bill o 
direct the investinent of the Indian truet fund. ae 
Mr. EVERETT proposed a substitute, which was discuseed 
for some time. by Messrs. PARKER and BELL, and was 


adopted. 


The bill was then ordered to be reported. 

Mr. EITUS made an ineffectual attempt to call up the bill to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases. - 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the committee then rose 
and reported. 

The billto encourage the introduction and growth of tropical 
plants within the United States, was then taken up. * 

Mr, WISE moved the previous question, which was carried, 
and, on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. HARLAN called for the yeas and nays, but they were re- 
fused, and the bill was passed, 

_ Phe amendment to the billin relation to the Choctaw commis- 
sion was concurred in, the bill read a third time and passed. 

Theamendment to the bil to provide for the better protection 
orthe Western frontier, was taken up, and opposed by Mr. HAR- 
RISON, who notitied the Hause that he would avail himself of 
every form he could resort to, to defeat it. 

Me. MERCER designated the passage of such an actas this, 
an actol infamy, meriting the deepest execration. He, there- 
fare, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Me. MCKAY asked tor the yeas and nays, but they were re- 
fused, andthe motion prevailmng— 

‘Phe bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill to promote the cuitivation of tropical plante in 
the Unired States was passed, 

The CHAIR ruled the motion to be out af order, on the 
ground that the bill had already been sent to the Senate. 

‘The amendment to the Indian trust fund bill was concurred 
in, and the bill passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of Bate, in answer to a resolution of the House, 
calling for any evidence showing that the Governmentof Spain, 
atier tne treacy of the firet of October, 1500, continued to claim 
south or the thirty-first degree of north latitude, i 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, taid on the table. 

EXTRA PAY TO MESSENGERS AND PAGEB. 

Mr. CUSHING, Mr. LINCOLN, Mr, McKENNAN, and Mr. 
LEWIS, offered a resolution and amendments, to give extra 
pay to the messengers, chaplains, &c. to the Capitol. [$200 
extra te each Tittle boy.) 

Mr. COLES moved to Jay the whole subject on the table; but 
on taking the count, there were, ayes 34, nves’73, ne quorum 
and the motion was withdrawn. 

After some discuesion, 

ar COLES renewed the motionto lay the resolution on the 
table, 

Mr. STANLEY called for the yeas and nays, but they were 
refused, and the House divided by tellers; buton taking the 
count, there were, ayes 18, noes 76—no quorum—and on 2 80- 
cond cont, ayes 7, noes 9) sll oe quorum, 

Mr. CRARY asked for the yeas and nays; which, being orde- 
red, Were-~yeas 13, nays S5; sull no quorum, 

Mr. GRAY moved a call of the House, which was ordere 
ni naf past toctock, yand proceeded in till the roll was calle 
through, 

The CHAIR then announced that all the enrolled billa had 
been signed. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved an adjournment: lest. 

Mr, WISE hoped the eall would be persisted In, and that 
those who had kept their beits, and forced others ta stay there 
aud work, would be compelled to attend. 

The rolt was then called through a second time, and the 
Qoors of the hall wore closed, aud excuses rendered for some 
members, when‘ 

Mr. WISE moved that the 51th rule be enforced, and that the 
fergeantat-Arms be required to summon the absent membors 
and take them Joty enstody as they appear. 

Mr. POTTS movel that the further proceedings of the call 
be dispensed withe lost. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia saih believing this thing had 
been carried f nough, he moved an adjournment, (quarter 

ast five oeclock.) 

Mr. HOPKINS gave notice that he should object to the trans- 
action of any farther business without a quorum, 

Mr. GRAY said the whole was a complete turce. 

My. HOPKINS. It is no farce with me, sir, and I shall 
insist upon the point. 

Mr. GRAY. Itis a farce toattempt to carry out this call. 

My. SILLINGHIAST moved that when the House adjourn, 
itadjourn to meet at9 o'clock to-morrow: agreed to. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WISG suggested that, as Mr. ADAMS had concluded 
his Texas speech, the members of the Committee on Foreign 
Aff irs avail themselves of this opportunity ts reply to him. 
(Laughter ) 

k was obvious that a considerable number of members had 
left the hall since their names were called, and 

Mi. BRONSON suggested that those who had responded ta 
their names be called over again; but, in reply to the Chair, he 
remarked that he was vot aware of the fact from his personal 
knowledge, and no order was therefore taken upon the sugges- 
ton, 

Aia few minutes before 6 o'clock, 

Mr, WHITTLESEY of Ohio suggested that, by general con- 
eeut, the House take the question on the resolution, and then 
adjourn finally; forifthey could not take the question now, he 
was convinced they could not in the morning. 

The CHAIR eaid there being no quorunt present, and that 
fact being solemnly entered on the record, no question could be 
taken tiil a quorum certainly hal responsed. 

Mv. SIBLEY now moved to dispense with the call. 

Mr. FOSTER asked for the yeasand nays. Refused. 

The motion to dispense was rejected. 

Oa motion of Mr. DAWSON, the members in attendance out- 
side the Hall were brought in by the Doorkeeper. 

5 -veral members were brought in, and some were excused 
oa the ground of old age and infirmity; others from severe indie- 
posit on; others because they had conscientious scruples in re- 

ard to the Sabbath; and a number were fined in the amount of 

ag. 

The SPEAKER stated that sixteen members of the House 
had baen summoned to attend by the Sergeant-at-Arms, but 
they had peremptorily refused to obey the House’a mandate, 
an! had departed. ; 

These were Messrs. ANDERSON, BIRDSALL, CRAMNERS, Caa- 
wey, Hamer, Harper, KENNEDY, Murray, PETRIKIN, PLU- 
Ga Soutucats, Turney, Waits of Kentucky, YELL, aud 

PRANT. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved that the names of these members be 
entered on the journal; which was agreed to unanimously. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WISE inquired if there was any ezing order by which 
those members who-had thus abandoned their duties, and 
ere ilie House with contempt, could be fined, or otherwise 
punishe F , 

Mr. pricas said there was no anthoriy laid down in the 
manual, $ 

` Mr. ot Then it Is a casus omissus, that ought to be pro- 
vided for. 3 

Mr. REED inquired of the Speaker if they had taken pa: 

The CHAIR could pot answer = eas 

Mr. BEATTY then moveu anorder that these sixteen mem- 
bere be calied on, when they next appear in thie Hall, to render 
the reasons why they disobeyed the order of the House. 

Mr. B. remarked that the sixteen gentlemen, he supposed, 
were too conscientious to serve their country, but they were 
not too conscientious to travel on the Sabbath. 

The resolution was then agreed 10 unanimously. 

Mr, SLADE moved that their names be published. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired what kind ofa motion that was? 
The House was not in the habit of publishing people’s names; 
and he wouldask the gentleman in what, or how many, papers 
he proposed to advertise them. 

Mr. SLADE withdrew the motion. 

Mr. LEWIS thought the House should take some stepe fn re- 
ference to those who had thus abandoned their duty, while mil- 
lions upon millions of the people’s money were being voted 
away. 

Several suggestions were made, but no action was had, when 
Mr. CRARY (at about half past seven o'clock, a.m.) moved an 
adjournment: lost. 

Ar. WISE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thallall members now absent, except such as have 
been excused, and the sixteen membera who have been reported 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms as having defied the execution of the 
order ofthe House, be required, upon the reassembling of Con- 
gress, Lo give excuses for their absence at this time. and it shall 
be the duty of the Clerk to enter their names on the journal for 
that purpose, andthe Sepaxgr shall bring the same to the notice 
of the House, 

Mr. HOWARD, at firat, suggested to substitute a postpone- 
ment of the call il to-morrow (Monday) morning, Dut subse- 
quently waived it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was opposed to Mr, W1ss’s resolution. 

Mr. PRENTISS of Mississippi, then spoke to the revolution of 
Mr. Wiss. The sixteen who had disobeyed the mandate of th- 
House, and left the city in contempt of it, were in a different posie 
tion from those who were absent, not knowing of such an order 
ofthe [Touse. 

Mr. WISE said a resolution had already been adapted touching 
that point, upon the motion of Mr, Bearry, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, moved tho previous 
question, which prevailed, and Mr. Wisg’s resolution was 
agreed to. . 

Mr. BRONSON moved anadjournment, 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina (one of the gentlemen ex- 
cused) called for the yeas and nays; but they were refused 
and the motion prevailed, 74 to 51. 

And so, ata few minuics before 8 o'clock, : 

The House adjourned till 9 o’clock, Monday morning. 


IN SENATE. 


Batorpay, July 7, 1838. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a sommunication from the Chamber 
of Commerce of the city of New York, with the proceedings 
of a meeting of the members of that body, held on the Sth 
instant, to take into consideration the Jateyreport of the Com- 
mitte on Commerce, (drawn up by Mr. Davis,) on the subject 
of light-houses; in considering Which they passed several reso- 
lutions, accompanying the communication, In whieh resolutions 
they highly approvedof that report, Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. ae 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition. (Unheard.) 

On mouon of Mr, WRIGHT, the clerks nuthorized to be 
employed in the service of the Benate by the resolution of Oc- 
tober, 1937, were continued till otherwise ordered by the 8e- 
nate. 

Various bills, &c. referred to committees, were teportod by 
Mesara. ROANE, TIPTON, FULTON, and CLAY, of Ala. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR INDIANS. 

Mr WRIGHT, frorn the Committec oh Finance, reported the 
bill from the House referred to them, making appropriations 
for the annual expenses of the Indian Department, and for ful- 
filiug treaty stipulatione with the Indian tribes for the year 1838, 
with some minor amendments, which were explained by Mr. 
W, and agreed to. . ; 

Two or three amendments were also offered and explained 
by Mr. WHITE, and agreed to, g . 

Mr. WHITE moved further to amend the bill by adding an 
appropriation of $260,000 for the support of auch Indians re 
moved west ofthe Mississippi as are unable to subsist then- 
getves, Co be dietributed under the direction of the Secretary of 
War. 

This amendment was earnestly advocated by Messrs. 
WIUHTE and SEVIER, and opposed hy Messrs. NILES, CLAY 
of Alabama, NORVELL, aud ALLEN, and agreed to by the 
following vote: i; A 

YEAS—Messre. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Preston, Rives, Roans, Robinson, evier, Smith of indiana, 
Southard, Tailmadge, Webster, and White—22. , 

NAYS—Megsrs. Allen, Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sinith of Connecticut, Strange, and Wall—14. . 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and, by consent, 

ead a third time and passed. : 
i The CHAIR resented from the Treasury Department, in 
pursuance of a Senate resolution of 5th June last, statements of 
the annual expenditures in collecting the custome on Imports 
for the last twenty years, discriminating between the different 
Kinds: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. — 

A message was received from the House, requesting the Se- 
nate to suspend the 16th joint rule eo far as to receive from the 
House the bill to increase and regulate the term. for holding the 
United States Circuit and District Conrts for the Northern dis- 
triet of New York. 1n this request the Senate concurred; the 
bill was received, and, by consent, carried through and passed. 

ARBOR BILL. — 

Mr. MERRICK, in compliance with a desire of some of the 
friends of the Harbor bill, moved that the vote rejecting it 
should be reconsidered, and expressed the hope that k 


Would be so modified that he could-vote forit... ‘The. vote. was 
sowing sot: reconsidered, and the bill was takenup, by the fol- 
YEAS—Meaars, Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Keatuc’ 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Furon, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, go: 
rick, Niles, Norvell, Robbina, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of In- 
i a ai Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Webster, Williams, and 
NAYS—Messre. Benton, Brown: Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
King, Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Smith of, Con- 

necticut, Strange, Wall, and Whitest, =o 0e ; 

Mr. BAYARD moved to reconsider the vote on the addition: 
al section to the bill offered by Me. Wrrent, | 7 

Tho CHAIR decided that this was out of order, as Mr. B. 
was in the minority on that vote, .` 

_ Mr. BAYARD then moved to recominit the bill with inatrac- 
tions to strike outall that part of Mr. Wrona amendment 
including and following the words “and under the direction of 
the President;” that is, ail which had any direct reference to the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. NORVELL expressed the hope that the friends of that 
amendment would agree thus to modify it, 

Mr. PRESTON sald he supposed this would be the test quea- 
tion, ang he therefore demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. i 

Mr. WRIGHT gave his assent to the motion, as the part of 
his amendment remaining would, he thought, comprehend all 
that he intended by the whole, 

Mr, MERRICK, not being satisfied with the extent of the 
motionof Mr. BAYARD, said he should not feel commited to 
vote for the bill unless the whole amendment should be stricken 
out. r ; 
Mr. RUGGLES said, if all that Mr. Wriont intended would 
be included in the remaining’ part of the amendment, then 
nathing would have been gained. We, therefore, moved to 
atrike as the whole amendment. Negatived—ayes 10, noes not 
counted, , 

Mr. NILES then moved to amend the instructions, by Tae 
quiring that the whole of Mr. Wrrant’s amendment should bo 
stricken aut, and a substitute inserted, providing that on. all 
single upprenriations over $12,000, fifty per cent, only should 
be expended in 1832, and the remainder in 1839. (So modified, 
on suggestions fram several Senators, Y 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the instructions were further 
amended, by requiring that the $48,000 for Buffulo, rejeciod 
last night, should be ineerted. is ' 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, moved to include the $20,000, ra, 
jected Jaat night, for the Tennesees, above Nashville; nega- 
tived—ayes 12, noes 19, Site 

The question was then pnt on Mr. Bayann’s motion, modift- 
od as above, to recommit the bill with instructions, as above, 
and it was decided in theaflirmative as followa: 

YEAS—Meeary, Allen Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Revier, mith of Connesticng Smith of Tadiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge; Tipton, Webster, Wiliams, Wright, and Young~- 


NAYS--Messrs. Brown, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Nicholas, 
Pierce; roston, Rives, Roane, Strange, Trotter, Wall, White 
is 


Bo the bill was recommitted, and, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the committcehad leave to aft 
while the Rennte were in session, 

Mr. DAVIS subsequently reported the bill modified by the 
Committee on Commerce according to thelr instructions, 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate procreded to consider 
the bill to extend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, i 

The question being on an amendment from the committee, 
increasing the amount of land from 200,000 acres to 300,000—~ 

The vill and amendment were discusssed passim by Messre. 
CLAY, of Alabama, ALLEN, RIVES, HUBBARD, BUCH. 
ANAN, BENTON, PRESTON, and CLAY, of Kentucky. 

Theamendment wan rejected; Yeas 17, nays 21; and the bill 
waa then ordered toa third reading. 

The Senate then took a recess. 


EVENING SESSION! , 

Oa motion of Mr. PIERCE, all the pension bills from the 
House which had licen favorably reported on by the Senate 
committees were taken up, considered, and ordered to a third 
reading. $ 

A biil, unfavorably reported on, in behalf of the heirs of 
a Captam Hunter, was taken up, and Mr. CRITTENDEN, in ad- 
vocnting the bill, stated that, in the Revolutionary war, being 
asked by his men the meaning of sine qua non, Capt. Hunter 
told them that it meant the three principal islands in Passama- 
quoddy bay, which were never to be given up. The bill, not- 
withstanding, was given up, or rejected, on ordering it to a- 
third reading—~yeas 16, nays 19. 

HARBOR BILL. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate took up the biil for the 
improvement of harbors and rivera, with the amendments ae 
reported from committee, according to their instructions, strik- 
ing out the section offered by Mr. RIGHT to give discretion 
over the appropriations to the Executive, and Inserting in Hew 
thereofa provision that, if the public service shou'd require it, 
only fifty per cent, ofeach appropriation above $12,000 should 
be expended in 1898, and the remaining half in 1839; also, inserte 
ige 840,000 for a sea-wall, at Buffalo, New York. — 

These amendments were agreed to, and the bill, in this form, 
war ordered to a third reading, by the following vote: _ 

YEAS—Meesre. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Lyon, Merrick, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Bmith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmad e, Tipton, Wall, Webster, Wiliama, Wright, and 

young—24. la $ 

NAYS—-Meesre. Benton, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, 
King, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Strange, 
White—11. : 

The bill was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

Or. motion of Mr. ROANE, the Senate took up the bill (yeas 
16, nays 12,) appropriating not more than $15,000 for the erec-` 
tion of a United States conrt-house in Alexandria, D.C 

Mr. CLAY moved to reduce.the appropriation to. $5,000, - 
(rejected,) and then to $10,000, (also rejected)—ay es 13, noes 17, 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. aeons 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill from the House for | 


the relief of the heirs of Rebert Fulton: pegatived. a 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate took up. the bill 
frum the House makiug appropriations for fortitications for the 


year 1838. 


The. amendments to the bill offered by the Senate committes $ 


weré agréed tu. MORS TREN 

Mr. WALL offered a proposition.to follow the appropriation 
of $40,000 for Fort Delaware, on Pea Patch island, in the 
“Delaware river, authorizing the Executive to quiet and secure 
the title of the United States to the soil; by purchase er inquest, 
as to him should appear best. — : £3 

A long and earnest discussion followed on the amendment, 
and onthe subject generally, in whith Messrs. WALL, BUB- 
BARD, CLAY of Kentucky, BAYARD, BUCHANAN, CLAY- 
TON, SOUTHARD, and WEBSTER participated. 

Mr. Wants amendment was rejected by the following vote: 

YErAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Merrick, Mouton, Rives, Robinson, South- 
ard, Trower, Wall, and Wiltams--14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Davis, Hubbard, King, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, 
White, and Wright—19. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, moved te strike out the appropria- : 


tion, $10,000, for this object. Advocated by Mr. SOUTHARD, 


opposed by Messrs. WALL, BUCHANAN, and WEBSTER, . 


and carried in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Hub- ` 


bard, King, Lyon, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Trotter, White, Williams -20 = 

NAYS—Mesars. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clayion, 
Davis, Fulton, Mouton, Niles, Rives, Robbins, Wall, Webster, 
and Wright— 14. i 

Afier some further debate, in which several Senators de- 
c'ad their determination to vote against-the bili on account of 
the rejection of the $40,000 for Fort Delaware, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate. 

On the question of agreeing in the Senate to the striking out, 
in Co nmiuee of the Whole, the $40,600 for Fort ‘Delaware, it 


was decided in the negative, by—yeas 15, nays.19, so that the : 


$40,000 was reinserted. 

Mr, WALL again offered hig amendment as above, and, after 
along debate, it was again rejected—yeas.8, nays 23; as was 
aisa substitute for it, offered by Mr. BAYARD. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
poried the bill referred to them making appropriations for the 
Military Academy at West Point for 1858, with various amend- 
nents, Which were read, and agreed to. 

On mation of Mr, WILLIAMS, the bill was amended by an 
appropriation to indemnify Mr, Baker aad others, confined by 
the British authorities on account of the Northeastern boundary. 

On motion of Mr, DAVIS, it was amended by adding a sec- 
ties providing to supply the several States each with a stan- 
dard balance. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was further amended by an ap- 
propriation of $200,000 for new machinery for Armory. 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, $1400 was inserted for a com- 
plete catalegue of the Congress ‘Library. 

Various other amendments were offered and rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the. House to 
the bill toestablish certain post routes and discontinue others. 

Also, in the amendments of the House to the bill toremit the 
duties on certain goods destroyed by fire in-New York. 

The amendnients of the House to the Senate bill to authorize 
Chartes Day and others to import iron steamboats free of duty, 
were amended by the Senate, then concurred in as amended, 
and the bul sent back to the House eld 

The CHAIR presented a message from the President of ihe 
United’ Siates, with a report from the Secretary of War, in re- 
lation to the Florida war, and a letter from Gen, Jesup. Laid 
on the (able, and ordered to be printed. : 

The Various bills ordered to a third reading to-day were, by 
consent, severally read a third tirne, and passed. 

The bill from the House to provide for the setlement of 
claims of New York for the services of her militia on the 
Northern frontier, was ordered to a third reading, and by con- 
sent; read a third time, and passed. 

Varivus additional private bills were ordered to.a third : ead- 
ing, and, by consent, read a third time, and passed, 

The bill making appropriations for certain roads in Florida; 

And the bill to reorganize the Legislative Council of Florida, 
were severally considered, ordered toa third reading, and read a 
third time, and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to the 
bill making appropriations for light-houses, light-boats, bea- 
eons, buoys, surveys, d&c. for 1838, j 

Also, in the amendments of the House to the bii making ap- 
propriations for the West Point Military Academy for 1833. And 
iu their amendments to the bill to establish additional land offices 
in Lonisiana and Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the amendments of the House to 
the bill for the setUemeut of claims under the 14th article of the 
Choctaw:treaty of 1830, were, with the Dill, laid on the table, 

_ Algo,the amendments and bill to invest certain Indian funds 
ia State stocks. ; : 

The Senate, after four o'clock in the morning, and having held 
along executive session, adjourned till nine o'clock un Monday 
morning. $ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
she vs - Monpay, July 9, 1838. 
The.F¥ouse met at 9 o'clock, and there wasan unusually full 
attendance of members:for the Tast day of the session. 

_ Mr. BELL moved to rescindsuch part of Mr. Wisx's reseta- 
tion as did not refer to the sixteen members who had defied the 
execution of the order of the House, for it did great injustice to 
thoge*who, like himself, had actually remained in the Mouse 
till longafter all the public business had beer disposed of, and 
till broad davlieht. eae 

Mr. WHITTLESEY., of Ohio suggested to the gentleman 
that, instead of rescinding the resolution. those gentlemen now 
presant Who were then, absent, and not includedin the sixteen, 
now be permitted to-renderexcuses. i ` 

Mr. BELL hadno objection. Any course, 20 that injustic 
be not dene. À , i 

Mc. UNDER WOOR siggested that 4t would be hetter to re- 
consider the resolution. | 


_Mr MERCER thought it better to repeal part ef thy resolu- 
tion. et 
Mr. BELL then reduced his proposition to writil 
so much of Mr. WiseE’s resolution ag referred to` other than the 
sixteen members, and that the then absentees be now. heard for 
excuses k ~ 

Mr. POTTS moved to amend by striking out the Jatter part. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested an amendment, simply to. rescind so 
much of Mr. Wisu’s resolution as referred the :matter to-the 
next s ssion, and to rescind all orders referring to the Sabbath. 

Mr. FILLMORE adverted to the great injustice done to 
many members by the operation of the call yesterday morning. 
Those members who had staid all night, and had retired but a 
few minutes, and then summoned, were now published to the 
world as neglecting their duties; whereas no notice was taken 
of those who had left the city altogether, and been totally negli- 
gent of all the business before Congress. 

Mr: MILLER stated to the SPEAKER that he had remained in 
the House from 10 o'clock on Saturday morning until between 
2 and 30’clock on Sunday moining, when he became so much 
exhausted, from previous indisposition, that he felt himselfcom- 
pelled to retire. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, as a proof of this, refered to his own case. 
Though exhausted with fatigue, he had remained in his seat the 
whole night, and did not leave till daylight; nor washe notified 


to attend, but came afterwards, voluntarily, to the House, en | 


learning it was in session. 


Mr. WISE said if gentlemen would withdraw their motions, | 


he would move a reconsideration of his resolution, and move the 
previous question. 

Mr. BELL withdrew his proposition; and 

Mr. WISE made the two. motions indicated by him; and, the 
previous question being carried, 

Mr WEBSTER called for the yeas and and nays on the re- 
consideration, which, being ordered, were—yeas 109, nays 36. 

So the resolutien was reconsidered, and the question re- 
curring upon agreeing to the resolution, 


Mr. WISE demanded the previous question; which pre- | 


Vailed. 

Mr. SERGEANT inquired if the names of the absentees 
would not stil} remain on the journal as delinquents? . 

The CHAIR replied, that it the resolation was disagreed to, 
t would leave the. entry on the journal, the same asin anordi- 
nary callof the House. , . 

Mr. WISE then moved a reconsideration of Mr. Bzaty’s 
resoluticn, ia relation to the sixteen members who had defied 
the order of the House, and thereupon he demanded the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. MERCER insisted that the gentleman had no right to 
follow up one motion instanter by another. 

The CHAIR ruled otherwise, and entertained the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. MERCUR appealed from the decision of the CHAIR, on 
the ground that his colleague could not make two motions con- 
temporaneously. 

The CHAIR replied that no two motions could be so made; 
they must be consecutive, as in the present instance. 

Mc. MERCER reduced his point oforder to writing, and call 
ed for the yeas andnays, but they were refused, and the House 
affirmed the judgment of the Cuatg, the vote being taken by 
tellers—yeus $3, nays 45. k 

The previous question was then carried, and on that ofre- 
consideration. 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for the yeas and nays: refused. 

The resolution however was not reconsidered—yras. 52, 
nays 77, | 

Mr. ADAMS then submitted his resolution to rescind all the 
orders of the House having reference to legislation on the Sab- 
bath, and instantly demanded the previous question. 

Mr. MERCER and Mr. LINCOLN said they objected to the 
consideration; but they were too late, 

The previous question was carried. 

Mr. FOSTER called for the yeas and nays on the adoption 
of the resolution; which, being oi dered, were, yeas 47, nays 90, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Addins, Wm, B. Campbell, Carter, Clark, 
Corwin, Cranston, Davies, De Graff, Dennis, Duncan, Elmore, 


Ewing, Fairfield, Foster. Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland ` 


Goode, James Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Halstead, Hammond 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hoffman, Ingham, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson; Legare, Maxwell, 
McClure, Pope, Potts, John H. Prentiss, Edward Robinson, 
Sergeant, Augustine H., Shepperd, Taliaferro, Thomas, Tilling- 
liant Toland, Underwood, Vandervecr, and Joseph L. Williams 
—47, 

NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Boad, Boul- 
din, Bronson, Cambreleng. John Campbell, Casey, Cleveland, 
Coles, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Edward Darlington, Daw- 
son, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Farrington, Richard 
Fletcher, Gallup, Grantland, Gray, Ifaley, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, William H. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, John W. 
Jonez, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, James M. Mason, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McKennan, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Noble, Noyes, Og'e, Parker, Parmenter, Pat- 
terson, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Potter, Pratt, Sergeant S$. Pren- 
tiss,-Reed, Rives, John Robertson, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Spen- 
cer, Stanly, Stuart, Stratton, Taylor, Titus, Vail, Webster, A. 
S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas 'T. Whittlesey, Lewis 
Wiiliame, Jared- W. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—90. 


So the resolution was rejected. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication - 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of 


the House.of the 13th of June, transmitting a report containing ` 
a statement of the amount of money expended by. the United ` 
States in each State during the years 1933-45 6, and ’37,. desig. - 


nating the several heads of expenditure, and the amounts of 
each, respectively. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, laid.on the table, - 


Mr. HOWARD propounded an inquiry to the Cram, whether 
thefbalanceof Mr. Apams’s speech, together with all opportu- 
nity of reply, was cut cf? i 

The CHAIR said the practical construction given tothe rules 


mall former Congresses was that,on the. morning of the ad-_ 
journment of the last day of the session, the committees were ` 
Teports were not taken up, : 


Pree et oy 


not called on for reports, unfinis 

no orders of the day were called &e. - 
Mr. MeKENNAN then call up bis 

little boys, &e. about the Capitol 


_CONGRESSTONAL, GLOBE. 


r to rescind ` 


compensation of $1 50 per:.diem, and. ho- demanded: ihe: pre: 
vious question upon its consideration. «0062 os I Snnt 
Mr. HALSTEAD begged the mover: to: withdraw the -mé 
tion for a moment 2 Ar ROME te x 
“Mr. McKENNAN declined... EREA pS 
; HALSTEAD beggéd; then, only to Inquire what amouns 
of money it involved,- © Stacie ESE REE EE es 
The CHAIR ruled all discussion out of order -ynder the opes 
ration of the previods question: i Too See 
“Tne House:having carried. that demand— tat apes 
-Mr: HALSTEAD asked tor the 3-eas.and nays on. the adoption 
of the resolution; which Jbeing ordered; were-—yeas 97, nays 32. 
So the resolution was agreed to, : : TER 
Mr. BRONSON offered a resolutión to give two months’ €x- 
i pay to the clerks, dcorkeepers; postmaster, dic.’ of ths 
ouse. BES 
Mr. GRAY moved tolay it on the table; which was agreed.to, 
Mr. ROBERTSON, from the select committee appointed to 
designate what portion of the Mexican documents should: te 
printed, made a report thereon, which was agreed to, ms 
Mr. TAYLOR offered a reaolution, giving petitioners leave to 
withdraw papers; which being modified by Mr. HOPKINS sé 
as to require the Cierk to keep an abstract thereot,: was 
agreed to. ; 
Mr. CUSHMAN moved the usual resolution, that a message 
be sent to the Senate, notifying that body that the House was 


ready tu adjourn. 

Mr. THOMAS moved the usual resolution for the appoint» 
ment of a joint committee to wait un the President of the 
United States for the same purpose. 

The above were waived for the present. 

MADISON PAPERS. . 

Mr. POPE called up the joint resolution to pristthe Madison 
papers; which being agreed to, the House went into Committee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union thereon, Mr, DEGRAFF in 
the chair. . 

Mr. ADAMS moved an amendment, to insert the usnal pre- 
ainble, "' Beit enacted,” etc. and making it in the form of a bill, 
which was agreed to. 

The committee then. rose and reported the bil}; and, the 
amendment being concurred in, the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the 16th and 17th joint rules were 
so far suspended as that thie bill could be transmitted to the 
Senate, and thence to the President of the United States for con- 
currence and. approbation.. 4 

The CHAIR laid before the House the usual annual commu- 
nication in compliance with the act changing the organization 
of the Post Oflice Department; which wasdaid on the table. 

Mr. CARTER, on leave, présented.a petition from certain 
citizens of Tennessee an favor of a National Bank. 5 

Mr. CUSHING moved to discharge the Cominiuce on Foreign 
Affairs from all business before it. i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked if a formal motion was 
necessary, and whether, at the end ofa session, the committees 
were not discharged, asa matter of course? ` 

The CHAIR replied, that it was immaterial, either course be- 
ing pursued. 

The motion was agreed io. , F i 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland submitted a resolutian calling 
upon the Heads ofall the Departments for information as tothe 
number of clerks employed by them. $ Í k 

Mr CALHOUN of Massachusetts submitted the following, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 
quested to cause to be laid before the House during the first 
week of the next session of Congress, all such communications, 
papers, documents, &c. now in the possession of the Exécu- 
tive, or which can be obtamed, asshall elucidate the origin and 
object of the Smithsonian bequest, and the origin progress and 
consummation of the process by which that bequest has been 
recovered, and whatever may be connceted with the subject. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, all the standing commit- 
tees of the House were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of ali the subjects referred to them. p i 

A message was received from the Senate stating that they had 
appointed a jeint committee, on their part, to waiton the Presk 
dentof the United States, and notify him that they had finished 
the business befere them, and were ready to adjourn. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to concur therein. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, moved to strike out the sentence 
stating that they had finished their business, because that. was 
not the fact. $ : 

The CHAIR remarked that this was the usual form almost, if 
not quite, ever since. such a resolution had been annually 
agreed to. . ere 

The amendment, after a few words from Mr. CUSHING 
was disagreed to. ` : 

The resolution was concurred in, and the committee ordered 
to consist, of three members on the part ef the House. 

Mr. CUSAIMAN’S resolution was then taken up aid agreed 
to. 
Mr. ADAMS expressed a hope that some gentlemen, would 
move aremission of the feee imposed upon the absentees on 
yesterday morning. eee 

Mr. MCKENNAN moved an order tothat effect, whieh, after 
a few words from Mr. POPE in favor of the motion, and Mr. 
REED against it, was agreed to. j g 

Mr. THOMAN, from the juint select committee, appointed 
to wait onthe President of the United States, reported to .the 
House that they had performed that duty, and: that the Presi. 
dent had no further communication to make. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, k 

The House adjourned till the first Monday in December next. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 9, 1838. . 

Mr. STRANGE submitted a resolution providing foran ab 
lowance of $100 tothe:Rey. -Mr. Surcer, Chaplain. tothe Se- 
pate, for his services at the extra session; which was read three 

i d passed. ; f 
Mr. BENTON submitted a resolution requesting the President 
to canse to be communicated to the Senate, at the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, a statement showing the 
amount of per centage allowed to the various’ disbursing offi- 
cera of the Goyernnient ‘for 1637, and of other compentation 
allowed to the same persons for the same year. x 

. On mouon by Mr. PIERCE, leave was given to all those per- 
sons who have petitionéd for pensiòns;and-whose cases are pro- 
vided for ia the general bill passed last evening, to withdraw 
their petitions and papers. , 

The usual resolution was adopted, for the appointment of è 
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joint committee to waiton the President of the United States, 
and inform him that the two Houses, having completed the bu- 
siness before them, were ready to adjourn, unless he had eome 
farther communication to make. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the report of the select commit- 
tee appointed to consider and revise the 47th rule, which desig- 
hates the persons to be admitted to the privileged seats on the 
floor, was taken up and concurred in. : 

On motion by r. WEBSTER, Mr. HUBBARD in the chair, 

Resolved, That thethanksof the Senate be tendered to the 
honorable Wirtram R. Kine, for the ability, fidelity, and im. 
partiality with which ho has discharged the duties of Preaident 
of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Franxuin, their Clerk, with a jolnt resolution suapend- 
Ing the 16th and 17th joint rules so far as to permit the House te 
send to the Senate for concurrence, their amendments to the re- 
solution for printing the Madison papers. 

The resolution being agreed to, the amendments were taken 
up and concurred in. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the proceedings of the hanks in 
New Orleans, contaming information of the condition of the 
said banks, and as to their ability to resume specie payments: 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Represen- 
tatives that the Senate, having completed the legislative busi- 
ness before it, was ready to adjourn. . 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the joint committee appointed to wait 
onthe President of the United States, and inform him that the 
two Houses, having completed the business before them, were 
ready to adjourn, unless he kad any further communications to 
make, reperted (hat they had performed the duty assigned them, 
and had receivod for answer that the Frosident had no further 
communications to make. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved that the Senate adjourn sine die. 

Mr KING then made a short, but neat and. pertinent, ad- 
dreas, in which he thanked Senators for the nid they had so 
liberally lent in supporting him m the arduous duties incident 
to the Chair, In taking leave of the Senate, he complimented 
the Senators, individually and collectively, on the courtesy 
kindness, and gentlomanly deportment which had characterized 
every member ofthat body; and wishing them all a safe and 
pleasant journey to their homes, adjourned the Senate sine die. 


REPORT 
OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA. 
TIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Showing the appropriations made, new offices created, 
and offices the salaries of which are increased, during 
the first and second sessions of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
gress of the United States. 
Orrice Hous or Reps. U. 8. 

i July 18, 1838. 

In obedience to the 6th section of the “Act to 
authorize the appointment of additional paymas- 
ters, and for other purposes,” passed July 4, 1836, 
which requires “the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, as soon as 
may be after the close of each session of Congress, 
to publish a statement of all appropriations made 
during the session; and also a statement of the new 
offices created, and the salaries of each; and alsoa 
statement of the offices the salaries of which are in- 
creased, and the amount of such increase,” the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives submits the 
accompanying statements. 

WALTER S. FRANKLIN, 
Clerk of Ho. of Reps. 
Statement of appropriations made during the first and 
second sessions of the 25th Congress of the United 

States of vImerica, specifying the amount and object 

of each. 

Exrra Session, on Ist Session 25th Conaress. 
H. R. 9. Making further oppropriations for the year 
1837. 


For pay aud mileage of the members 
of Congress and delegates - $248,500 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
Senate -~ - š - 30,006 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives 7 
For the contingent expenses of the 
navy, as enumerated in the act of 
3d of March last, in addition to 
the amount appropriated by that 
act © - - - 120,000 
For the relief and protection of Ame- 
rican seamen in foreign countries 10,000 
For defraying the expenses attending 
the presecution of the claim of the 
United States to the legacy be- 
queathed by the late James Smith- 
son, of London - - - 
For contingent expenses in the office 
of the Treasurer - 


For preparing, printing, and binding 


50,000 


5,000 
. 500 
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documents ordered by the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 2d of 
July, 1836, 25th of February, 
1837, and 2d of March, 1837, to 
be disbursed under the direction of 
the committee to audit and eontrol 
the contingent expenses of the Se- 


nate - - - od 
H. R. 2. Expense of issuing Treasu- 
ry notes - - - 


H. R. 8. For suppressing Indian 
hostilities = ` 


$2,109,000 00 


25,000 
20,000 
1,600,000 


SECOND SESSION Twenty-rirra CONGRESS. 


H. R. 224. For the civil and diplomatic expenses of 


the Government for the year 1838. 


For pay and mileage of the members 
of Congress and delegates ~ - 
For pay of the officers and clerks of 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives - - - 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
Senate - - - - 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and 
all other contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives - 
For compensation to the President 
and Vice President of the United 
States, the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Se- 
cretary of War, the Secretary of 
the Navy, and the Postmaster 
General - - - > 
For salary of the secretary to sign 
patents for public lands, per act o 
Mareh 2, 1833 - - - 
For clerks and messengers in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of State - 
For the contingent expenses of the 
Department of State, including 
publishing and distributing the 
laws - - - - 
For the superintendent and watch- 
men of the northeast Executive 
building - - - - 
For contingent expenses of said bufld- 
ing, including fuel, labor, oil, and 
repairs - - - - 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury ~ - 
For compensation te the clerks in 
said office, per act of 23d Jane, 
1836 - - - - 
For compensation to the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury -~ 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the First 


Comptroller - - - 
For compensation tọ the Second 
Comptroller - - 


For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Se- 
cond Comptroller, including the 
compensation of two clerks trans- 
ferred from the ofice of the 
Fourth Auditor - - - 

For compensation to the First Audi- 
tor of the Treasury - - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the First 
Auditor - - è - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Se- 
cond Auditor ~ - - 

For compensation to the Third Audi- 
tor - - 4 - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 
Third Auditor -~ - - 

For compensation to two additiona’ 
clerks employed under the ast of 
the 18th January, 1837, for the 
paynient of horses and other pro- 
perty lost or destroyed = - = 


$567,680 
40,400 
50,000 


225,000 


“2,400 


For compensation to. the Fourth Au- 
ditor “<2 = “oe ari 
For compensation to the clerks,and 
messenger in the office of the 
Fourtk Audijor - = a - 
Foran additional clerk in the same, 
te carry into effect the act of the 
3d March last, for the more equi- 
table administration of the pen- 
sion fund tes PTs a 
For compensation to the Fifth Audi- 
tor - - x > 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the 
Fifth Auditor -~ - < 
For compensation to the Treasurer 
of the United States - = 
For compensation to the clerks 
and messenger in the office of the 
Treasurer of the United States -~ 
For compensation to the Register of 
the Treasury - - 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Re- 
gister of the Treasury ~ - 
For compensation ot the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, 
per act of 4th July, 1836 ~ 
For compensation of the recorder, 
solicitor, draughtsman, and assis- 
tant draughtsman, Clerks, messen- 
gers, and packers, in the vffice of 
the Commissioner of the Gemeral 


Land Office + - ~ 
For compensation to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury = = - 


For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Soli- 
citor of the Treasury - - 

For expenses of stationery, printing, 
and all other contingent expenses 
of the Treasury Department, viz: 

For the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, including copying, and 
expenses incurred in consequence 
of the burning of the Treasury 
building - - ` 

For translating foreign languages, 
and for receiving and transmitting 
passports and sea-letters, in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury - - - - 

For stating and printing public ao- 
counts = ae ° bal 

For the office of the First Comptrol- 
ler - - - - 

For the ofice of the Second Comp- 
troller -~ - - - 

For the office of the First Auditor ~ 

For the office of the Second Auditor 

For the office of the Third Auditor, 
including $1,450, the estimated 
amount due to printers for publish- 
ing rules and regulations, and no- 
tices to claimants, under the act 
of the 1th January, 1837, to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses 
and other property lost or destroy- 
ed in the military service of the 
United States - - - 

For the office of the Fourth Auditor 

For the office of the Fifth Auditor - 

For the office of the Treasurer of the 
United States - - = 

For the office of the Register of the 
Treasury - - z 

For the office of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, including $500 for the 
purchase of hooks = . . ~ 

For compensation of superintendent 
and two watchmen forthe addi- 
tional building for the üs of the 
General Land Office - E 

For compensation of the sūperinten- 


dent and watchmen of ‘the south . 


east executive building < . 
For contingent expenses of the build- 
ing occupied by the Treasury, in- 
eluding fuel, oi), labor, repaiss, 


10,750 
3,000 


24,200 


3,000 


107,950 
3,500 


3,950 


12,500 


300 

1,400 
2,000 
1,500 


1,000 
1,000 


2,250 
1,000 
1,000 


1,300 
3,000 


_ 1,500 


1,050 


2,100 


furniture, and for rent, amounting 
to $4,350 per annum - - 


For compensation to the clerks and 


messengers in the office of the Se- 
cretary of War, including the mes- 
senger in the Bounty Land Bu- 
reau - t > < 
For contingent expenses of the office 
of the Secretary of War - - 
For books, maps; and plans for the 
War Department - - 
For compensation of extra clerks, 
when employed in said office -~ 
For compensation of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs - 
For compensation of the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs - 
For contingent expenses of said office 
For compensation of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, including five 
hundred dollars for deficiency in 
the appropriation for 1837 - 
For compensation of clerks trans- 
ferred from the office of the Secre- 
tary of War to the office of the 
Commissioner of Pensions - 
For compensation to clèrks and mes- 
sengers for the office of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, authorized 
by the act of 9th May, 1836 - 
For compensation to clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Pay- 


master General - - - 
For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - = 


For compensation of the clerk and 
messenger in the office of the 


Commanding General -~ - 
For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - - - 


For compensation to clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Adjutant 
General - - - - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - - - 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Quarter- 
master General ~ - - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - - - 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Commis- 
sary General of Purchases - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - - - 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Commis- 
sary General of Subsistence - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - e - 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Chief 
Engineer - - - - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice, including one thousand dol- 
lars for expenses attending the re- 
moval of the office - - 

For compensation to clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Surgeon 
General - - - 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the Ordnance Office - 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of the clerks and 
messenger in the Topographical 
Bureau - - * $ 

For. contingent expenses of said bu- 
reau - - : - 

For compensation of superintendent 
and watchmen of the northwest ex- 
ecutive building - - - 

For-contingent expenses of said build- 
ing, including rentof Bounty Land 
Office; for improving the grounds 
for a new building; for land for the 
engine-house, authorized by theact 
of March 3d, 1837; and for the con- 
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lingencies of the fire engines and 


apparatus - - -> 


For compensation of the clerks an 
messengers in the office of -the Se- 
cretary of the Navy ` - - 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy Board - 

For compensation of the Secretary of 
the Navy .Board - - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger of the Navy Board - 

For contingent expenses of said of- 
fice - - - - 

For salary of superintendent and 
watchman of the southwest Execu- 
tive building - - - 

For contingent expenses of said 
building - - ~ - 

For compensation to three Assistant 
Postmasters General, per act 3d 
July, 1836 - - v 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers in the General Post Of- 
fice - - - - 

For contingent expenses of said office, 
including four thousand dollars for 
rent and fuel for the Auditor’s of- 
fice - - - 

For atrearages for the year 1837 - 

For compensation for two watch- 
men - - - - 

For compensation to the Auditor of 
the Post Office -~ - - 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers in said office - - 


For contingent expenses of said of- ` 


fice, including the expense of 
quarterly tooks, stationery, print- 
ing, pay of laborers, and arrea- 
rage of expenses incidental to the 
oceupation of the new office - 
For compensation of the Surveyor 
General northwest of the Ohio - 
For compensation to clerks in his of- 
fice, per acts of 9th May, 1836 - 
For compensation to the Surveyor 
General for Illinois and Missouri - 
For compensation to clerks in the 
office of said Surveyor General, 
per acts of 9th May, 1836 - 
For compensation to the Surveyor 
General of Arkansas ~ - 
For compensation of clerksin the 
office of said Surveyor General - 
For compensation of the Surveyor 
General of Louisiana - - 
For compensation to clerks in the 
office of said Surveyor General, 
per acts of 9th May, 1836 - 
For eompensation of the Surveyor 
General of Mississippi - - 
For compensation of clerks in the 
office of said Surveyor General, per 
acts of 9th May, 1836 ~- - 
For compensation of the Surveyor 
General of Alabama -~ - 
For compensation of clerks in the 
office of said Surveyer General, 
per acts of 9th May, 1836, inclu- 
ding one thousand five hundred 
dollars for additional clerk-hire in 
preparing the survey and return of 
the Cherokee cession - - 
For compensaticn of the Surveyor 
General of Florida - - 
F'or compensation of clerks in the 
office of said Surveyor General - 


For compensation to the Commis- 


sioner of Public Buildings in 
Washington - - - 
For compensation to three assistants 
to the Commissioner, as superin- 
tendent of the Potomac bridge; for 
the expense of oil forthe lamps - 
For compensation to the officers and 
clerks of the Mint - oe 
For vay of laborers in the various 


departments of the Mint, and for ~ 


5,300 
12,850 
3,000 
10,500 
2,000 
8,450 
1,800 


1,250 
3,350 


7,500 


48,600 


12,500 
6,749 98 


600 
3,000 
55,500 


7,437 
2,000 
6,300 
2,000 


3,200 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 


4,300 
2,000 


500 
2,000 


2,520 
2,000 
2,000 


2,300 


1,942 50 
20,400 


contingent expenses > ~ 
For compensation to the officers and: 
clerk of the branch Mint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina = - = 


` For pay of laborers in the various 


departments of the same ~ >- -~ 


For wastage of gold, and for contin- ~ 


gent expenses of the same - - 
For renewing the roof of the Mint 
at Charlotte, North Carolina - 
For compensation to the officers and 
clerk of the branch Mint at Dah- 


lonega, Georgia - - - 
For pay of laborers in the various 
departments of the same - - 
For wastage of gold, and for contin- 
gent expenses of the same - 
For enclosing the Mint lot, and for 
buildings - - - 


For compensation to the officers and 
clerks of the branch Mint at New 


Orleans - - - - 
For pay of laborers in the various 
departments of the same - - 


For wastage of gold and silver, and 
for contingent expenses of the 
same + - - - 

For compensation of the Governor, 
Judges, and Secretary of Wiscon: 
sin Territory - - 

For contingent expenses, pay, and 
mileage of members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly; pay of officers of 
the Council, and taking the census 
of said Territory, and for printing 
the laws; for furniture and rent of 
buildings - - - - 

For compensation of the Governor, 
Judges, and Secretary of the Terri- 
tory of Florida - - - 

For contingent expenses, pay, and 
mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Council of said Terri- 
tory; pay of the officers of tbe 
Council, and for copying the laws 
for the printer ~- ` = - 

For compensatior to the Chief Jus- 
tice, the Associate Judges and 
District Judges of the United 
States -~ - Lf 

For compensation of the Chief Jus- 
tice and Associate Judges of the 
District of Columbia, and of the 
Judges of the Orphans’ Court of 
said district . - - ~ 

For compensation to the Attorney 
General of the United States - 

For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Attorney 
General - : - - 

For contingent expensesof said office 

For compensation to the reporter of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court 

For compensation to the district at- 
torneys and marshals, as granted 
by law, including those in the seve- 
ral Territories - - - 

For defraying the expenses of the Su- 
preme Courtand the District Courts 
of the United States, including the 
District of Columbia; also, for ju- 
rors and witnesses, in aid of the 
funds arising from fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures, incurred in the 
year 1838, and preceding years; 
and, likewise, for defraying the éx- 
penses of suits in which the United 
States are concerned, and of prose- 
cutions for offences committed 
against the United States, and for 
the safe-keeping of prisoners - 

For expenses of printing the records 
of the Supreme Court =~ 2 

For the payment of pensions granted 
by special acts of Congress - 

For the support and maintenance of 
light-houses, floating lights, bea- 
cons, buoys, and stakagés, includ- 
ing the purchase of lamps, oil, 


29,625 


11,700 


10,000 


101,490 


9,500 
4,080 
1,300 

500 
1,000 


13,250 


350,000 
3,000 
1,050 


508 


keepers’ salaries, repairs, improves 
ments, and contingent expenses - 
For sttvey of the coast of the United 
States, including the compensation 
of the superintendent and assis- 
tanis - - - - 
For gompleting the pùblic warehouse 
at Baltimore - - o 
For completing surveys in Alabama, 
according to the provision in the 
appropriation act of 34d March, 
For surveys in Missouri, in the 
towns named in the act of 26th 
May, 1834 - - - 
For the compensation to two keepers 
of the public archives in Florida 
For salaries of ministers of the United 
States to Great Britain, France, 


Spain, Russia, and Prussia - 
For salaries of the secretaries of le- 
gation to the same places - 


For salaries of the charge des affaires 
to Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, Turkey, Belgium, Bra- 
zil, Chili, Peru, Ceniral America, 
New Grenada, and Venezuela and 
foran ontfit to a charge d'afaires 
to Peru - - - 

For salary of the dragoman, and for 
contingent expenses of the egation 
to Turkey - - - 

For the contingent expenses of al 
the missions abroad - - 

For salaries of the consuls of the 
United States at London and Paris 

For expenses of intercourse with the 
Barbary Powers - - 

For the relief and protection of Ame- 
rican seamen in foreign countries 

For contingent expenses of foreign 
intercourse - - - 

For clerk-hire, office-rent, stationery, 
and other expenses, in the office of 
the American consul in London, 
per act of 19th January, 1836 -~ 

For interpreters, guards, and other 
expenses incidental to the consu- 
lates in the Turkish dominions - 

For salary of the principal and two 
assistant librarians, pay of the mes- 
senger, and for contingent ex- 
penses of the library k 

For the purchase of books for the li 
brary of Congress - - 

For registers for ships and vessels, 
and lists of crews - ` 

For compensation to a person em- 
ployed in making an abstract of 
the pension laws, and in prepar- 
ing the papers for Congress, under 
the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the 9th October, 
1837 - - - - 

For carrying into effect the foutth ar- 
ticle of the treaty with Spain - 

For alterations and repairs of the 
Capitol, and incidental expenses 

For filling up the street in front of 
the carpenter’s shop, and conduct- 
ing water to the public stables ~ 

For lighting lamps, and superinten”- 
ence of the public grounds around 
the Capitol - x > 

For extending Capitol square west, 
and improving the same south of 
tne centre footway, according to 
the plan already in part executed, 
under the provisions of an act of 
the last Congress - - 

For attendance at the western gates 
of the Capitol = - - - 

For salary of the principal gardener 

For alterations and repairs of the 
President’s house, and for superin- 
tendence of the grounds around the 
same - - - z 

For fag footways across Pennsylva- 
niaavenue at Third, Four-and-a- 


356,863 


90,000 
25,000 
2,500 


6,000 
1,000 


45,000 
10,000 


500 
3,000 
6,331 


550 


5,976 


23,127 


547 
1,000 


4,815 


86 
50 


half, Sixth, Seventh, Niuth, Tenth, 
Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 


Fourteenth, and ` Fifteenth Streets, - 


and across First street east of Ca- 
pitcl square — ~ - - 
For repairing the marine hospital at 
Charleston, South Carolina: a 
For the second payment to Luigi 
Persico, according to the contract 
made with him, for a group of sta- 
tues for the Capitol - - 
For the second payment to the artists 
engaged in executing ‘paintings for 
the rotundo of the Capitol, under 
the joint resolution of the two 
Houses - - - ~ 
For purchasing eighty thousand 
pieces of parchment, and the ex- 
pense of printing the same - 


For the service of the General Post: 


Office, for the year 1838, in con- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


` 9,980 
2,000 


4,000 


8,000 


13,600 


formity to the act of 2d July, 1836, 4,694,000 
- 412, 


H.R 
For compensation of a topographer 
and clerks employed in the Post 
Office Department, in conformity 
with the appropriation act of 
March 3, 1837, and for one addi- 
tional clerk to keep an appropria- 
tion account until the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1839 - - - 
For the compensation of clerks em» 
ployed in the Auditor's office of 


the Treasury for the Post Office 


Department, from the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1838, ull the Ist of January, 
1839 - - - - 

For the Documentary Mistory of the 
Revolution, the amount heretofore 
appropriated for that object, and 
carried to the surplus fund. 

For the Mars hill military road - 

To enable the Treasury officers to 
close the account of Charles Tho- 
mas, being part of an amount 
heretofore appropriated and carried 
to the surplus fund. 

To the State of Maine, to reimburse 
the expense of said State for al- 
lowances to Ebenezer S. Greely, 
for his sufferings and losses atten- 
dant upon his arrest and imprison- 
ment in the jail at Frederickton, 
New Brunswick, in consequence 
of taking the census at Madawas- 
ka; and to John Baker and others, 
for sufferings and losses in relation 
to certain proceedings in said 
town, the sum of - - 

For continuing the construction of 
the Tatént Office - - - 

For furnishing machinery, and for 
other expenses incident to the out- 
fit of the branch Mints at New 
Orleans, Charlotte, and Dahlonega 

For salaries of the Governor, Secre- 
tary, Chief Judge, Associate Jus- 
tices, District Attorney, and Mar- 
Shal, and pay and mileage of the 
members of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Iowa, and 
the expenses thereof, printing of 
the laws, taking the census, and 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
pensés of the said Assembly and 
Territory - - - 

For erecting public buildings in the 
Territory of lowa n 

For contingent expenses of the Se- 
nate, not anticipated when the or- 
dinary estimate of the year was 
prepared, being principaily for en- 
graving and printing maps, and 
other printing, the purchase of 
books and bool-cases for the Se- 
nate conimittee rooms, the expenses, 
of committees of ‘investigation, 
and the pay of clerks of commit., 
tois x IT Paa, t 


4 


9,200 


10,500 


364 


1,175 
50,000 


2,800 


24,675 
20,000 


50,000. 


‘For an outstanding balance of éxpen- 
ditures under the head of military - 


surveys, and to enable the Depari~ 
ment to setile and close thataccount 


For an outstanding balance of expeti« - 


ditures for surveys by the civil en- 
gineers, to enable that Department 
tu settle and close the account for 
surveys - - R = 
To close the account for the laying 
out and construction of a mail 
route and post road through the 
Creek country, in the State of Ala- 
bama, and to pay the balances 
due to contractors and workmen 
upon the said road, the sum of |. 
For the salary of the additional 
Judge of the Orphans’ Court of 
Washington county, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the office having 
been created by law of the 
present session of Congress ` 
For the salary of the Judge of the 
Criminal Court of the District of 
Columbia, the said court having 
been established by a law of Con- 
gress of the present session - 
For enabling the Secretary of the 
Treasury to carry into effest the re- 
solution of the 29th ult. on the sub- 
ject of steam engines and steam- 
boats, and the loss of life and pro- 
perty which has. been suffered in 
their use, or so much thereof as he 
may find necessary for that pur- 
pose, the sum of - Sa Y 


For defraying the expenses of the 


marshals, deputy marshals, and 
other civil officers of the United 
Biates, in executing the provisions 
of an act passed at the present 
session of Congtess, entitled “An 
act to amend an act entitled ‘ An 
act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and to 
repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ 
approved April twentieth, one 
thousand eight hundred and eigh- 
teen,” the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars, to be paid out of 
the appropriation of three hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars for de- 
fraying the expenses of the courts 
of the United States, made in the 
“art making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, approved April sixth, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight,” to be expended by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, under the 
direction of the President, upon the 
certificate of the judge of the Cir 
cuit or District Court of the United 
States of the circuitor district where 
the expenditure way have been 
made, or the services rendered. 
For the paper and printing of a com- 
plete catalogue of the bouks of the 
Congress Library, heretofore or- 
dered ~ - - ` 
For compensation to Ferdinando Pet- 
trich, for models of statutes for 
blocking to the western front of 
the Capitol - - - 
For enlarging the contingent fund. of 
the -House of Representatives, to 
provide for the payment for cer- 
tain expenses incurred. by ihe 
House by resolution of 27th of 
January, 1838 - - - 


For laborers, and horse, cart and 


driver employed at the President’s, 
square -~ x ie e 
For repairs of the Potomac bridge .., 


For three hundred-feet .of suction. . 


10,000 


2,000 


1,945 50 


1,006 


2,000 


6,000 


~ hose for the Capitol and Capitol 


grounds = 

For çast-iron séttees and chairs for 
the public grounds - 

For salary of the collector at the 
port of Vicksburg - ; 

H.R. 82. For. the benefit `of the 
levy court of Calvert county, in 
the State of Maryland - á 


H.R. 726. For the, erection of a 
court-house in Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia ~ = 

H. R. 733. For compiling the sta- 
tutes and other laws of the Terri- 
tory of Florida - i 

H. R. 822. For completing | the pub- 
lic buildings in Wisconsin - 

S. 39.. For office-rent, fuel, and other 
intidental expenses tor the Office of 
the Surveyor General of Wisconsin 
Territory - ` - - 

8.98. To provide for ascertaining 
the southern boundary line of the 
Territory of lowa - - 

8. 137. Yo provide for the payment 
of the annuities which may be- 
come due and payable to the Great 
and Little Osages, in the year 1838, 
and for other purposes ` - - 

8:175. To refund to the Georgia 
Railroad and Banking Company 
certain duties upon rail-road iron 

S. 289. For erecting public buildings 
in the Territory of Iowa - - 

For the purchase of a library for the 
Territory of Iowa - - 

For the contingent expenses of the 
same - 

S. 391. For printing the Madison 
papers - 

8. 180. For defraying the contingent 
expenses ef the commissioner for 
adjusting the claims for reserva- 
tions of land under the fourteenth 
article of the treaty of 1830 with 
the Choctaw Indians: - 

S311. Toascertain and designate the 
“boundary line. between :the State of 
Michigan and the Territory of 
Wisconsin 

S. 73. For testing the usefulness of 
inventions to improve and render 
safe the boilers of. steam engines 
against, explosions: = < 

S. 176. To refund certain duties 
upon railroad ‘iton, paid by the 
New York and Harlem Railroad 
Company - 

8.238. To refund to the Newcastle 
and Frenchtown Turnpike and 
Railroad Company certain. duties 
paid by them upon iron imported 
for the construction of their rail- 
road - - - - 


3,361 42 


5,000 


3,000 


6,000 


905 63 


2,003 8&3 


$8,252,360 22 


HER. 90. 
year 1838. 


For the support ef the Army for the 


Fer the pay of the army - ~$1,091,193 
For the subsistence of officers - 347,749 
For forage of officers’. horses -  70;987 
For clothing for officer’s servants 26,550 


For payments in lieu of clothing to 


discharged soldiers - - 
For subsistence, exclusive or that of 
officers ~ 2 = 


For clothing of the army, camp and 
garrison equipage, cooking mie 
and hospital furniture +- 


For the medical-and hospital depant- : 


ment - 

For the regular supplies furnished by 
the quartermaster’s department, 
consisting of- fuel, forage, straw, 
Stationery, and printing - $ 

For barracks, quarters, storehouses, 
embracing the repairs and enlarge- 


ment of barracks, quarfers, store- - 


30,000 
730,912 50 


413,299 
39,200 


203,000 


al posts; the: shestion of teinps 
cantonments at such pos's as shail 
be oceupied during the year, and 
of gun-honses for the protection of 
cannon at the forts on the sea- 
board; the purchase of the neces- 
gary tools and materials for thé 
objects wanted, and of the autho- 
rized furniture for the barrack 
rooms; rent of quarters for officers, 
of barraeks for troops at posts 
where there are no public build- 
ings for their accommodation, of 
storehouses for the safe keeping of 
subsistence, clothing, &c. and of 
grounds for summer cantonments, 
encampments, and military prac- 
tice - - - 

For the allowance “made to officers 
for the transportation of their bag- 
gage, when travelling on duty with- 
out troops - - - 

For the transportation of troops and 
supplies, viz: trabsportation of the 
army, including the baggage of 
troops when moving either by land 
or water; freight and ferriages; pur- 
chase or hire of horses, mules, 
oxen, carts, wagons, and boats, for 
the purpose of transportation, or for 


the use of garrison; drayage and ` 


eartage at the several posts; hire of 
teamsters; transportation of funds 
for the pay department; expense 
of sailing a public transport be- 
tween the posts on the Gulf of 
Mexico, and of procuring water at 
such posts as from their situation 
require it; the transportation of 
clothing from the depot at Phila- 
delphia to the stations of the troops; 
of subsistence from the places of 
purchase, and the points of delive- 
ry under contracts, to such places 
as the circumstances of the service 
mäy require it to be sent; of ord- 
nance from the foundries and ar- 
senals to the fortifications and 
frontisi posts, and of lead from 
the Western mines to the several 
arsenals, the sum of - - 
For the incidental expenses of the 
quartermaster’s department, con- 
sisting of postage on public letters 
and packets; expenses of courts 
martial and courts of inquiry, in- 
cluding the compensation of judge 
advocates, members, and wit- 
nesses; extra pay to soldiers, un- 
der the act of Congress of the 2d 
of March, 1819; expensee of ex- 
presses from the frentier posts, of 
the necessary articles for the inter- 
ment of non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers; hire of Jaborers, com- 
pensation to clerks in the offices of 
quartermasters and assistant quar- 
termasters at posts where their du- 
ties cannot be performed without 
such aid, and to temporary agents 
in charge of dismantled works, 
and in the performance of other 
duties; expenditures necessary to 
keep the two regiments of dra- 
goons complete, including the pur- 
chase of horses to supply the place 
of those which may be lost and be- 
come unfit for service, and the 


erection of additional stables - 


For two months’ extra pay to re-en- 
listed soldiers, and for the contin- 
gent expenses of ihe recruiting ser- 
vice - - 

For the national armories - 

For the armament of the fort? fica- 
tions -` - - = 


For the current expenses of the ord- ` 
| nance servicë - . x 


95;000 


50,000 


195,009 


92,000 


24,261 
36),009 


` 100,000 


98,000 


those on thé Wèstèri frontier) = 


For ‘the: manufacture of elevating os 
machines for’: barbette and case.” 


mate carriages -~ 
For the” purchase: and thanafecture 


of light field artillery: ~ + 
For the purchase: ‘of gunpowder an 
grape ‘shot > - 


| For arrefvages payable through the 


offige of the Second Auditor - 

For arrearages payable through the 
office of the Third Auditor - 

For taxes on Passyunk arsenal, near 
Philadelphia, for the years es 
and 1838 - 

For contingencies of the army - 

For paying the balance due the heirs 
of Wm. Meldrum, one of the com- 
wissioners for surveying and 
marking the road from La Plais- 
ance Bay to Chicago - 

For paying Adam Eckfeldt, for fine 
gold and other expenses: incurred 
by him in preparing nine medals 
ordered by ‘Congress for various 
distinguished officers ~ 

H. R. 412. For carrying into effect 
the act for the increase óf the 
army, to wit: 

For pa - -< 

For Fiahing © - - - 

For subsistence - 


For contingentexpensės for reotuiting: 


For defraying the expenses of the 
board of visiters at the Military 
Academy, in addition to the sum 
contained in the annual anpropria~ 
tion for that object - 

For procuring new machinery for the 
Harper’s Ferry armory, the sum of 

H. R. 412. For the support of the Aii- 
litary Academy of the United States 
Sor the year 1838. 

For pay of officers, cadets, and mu- 
sicians - 

For subsistence of officers and cadets 

For forage of officers’ horses - 

For clothing of officers’ servanis  - 


! For defraying the expenses of the 


board of visiters at West Point - 


| For fuel, forage, stationery, printing, 


transportation, and postage . 


| For repairs, improvements, and ex- 


penses, of buildings,srounds, roads, 
wharves, boats, and fences - 


| For pay of adjutant’s and quarter- 


master’s clerks - - a 
For increase and expenses a the Hie 
brary - x 


For miscellaneous items and "indidons 
tal expenses - - 

For the erection, as per p'an, of 

a building for recitation and milila- 

ry exercises, in addition to the 

amount heretofore appropriated - 


) For the erection of a barn and pubiic 
; _ Stables - - - - 
; For compensation to the agtistant 


professor of chemistry, mineralo- 


Academy - 

For printing and binding the Regulas 
tions ofthe Military Academy ~ 

For the reconstruction of: the build- 
ings for the library, engineer, che- 
mical, and philosophical depart- 
ments ofthe Military Academy at 
West Point, destroyed by fire in 
February last `- - - 


rsó 
be sufficient to complete thes 
atsenalg already ‘cominenced; avid < 


gy, and geology, at the Mil mary: 


268 55 


1,008 86 


379,250 
216,730 


` 74,645 


58 "880 l 


698 75 
20,000 


56,012 
39,566 
1,152 
330 


1,998 84 


18,254 60 
1,000 


300 


26,000 


_ $5,197,860 10 


H. R. 89. For certain forlifications of the United 


Stalés for the year 1838. 
For Fort Warren, Boston harbor 
For the preservation of Castle island, 


$1,091,193 


516 


and repairs of Fort Independence, 
Boston harbor - - 
For Fort Adams, Rhode Island - 
For fortifications at New London 
harbor, Connecticut ~ - 
For Fort Schuyler, East river, New 
York Žž - - - - 
For Fort Delaware, Delaware river 
For Fort McHenry, Redoubt Wood, 
and Covington battery, near Balti- 
more = 7 R à 
For Fort Monroe, Virginia - 
For Fort Calhoun, Virginia - 
For fortifications in Charleston har- 
bor, and for the preservation of the 
site of Fort Moultrie - 7 
For Fort Pulaski, Cockspur fsland, 
Georgia - - - - 
For the Fort at Foster's bank, 
Florida -~ - - - 
For repairs of Fort Marion and o 
the sea-wall at St. Augustine - 
For the purchase of the charter- 
right to the bridge across Mill 
creek, at Fort Monroe - - 
For securing the site of Fort Cas- 
well, Oak island, North Carolina - 
For repairs of the old fort at the 
Barancas, Pensacola - - 
For repairing Fort Niagara, in the 
State of New York - m 
For contingencies of fortifications ~- 


‘ 


50,000 
100,000 


25,000 
100,000 
40,000 


32,415 
100,000 
30,000 
175,000 
100,000 
33,000 


29,500 


4,000 
8,500 
75,000 


3,000 
10,000 


$1,015,415 00 


H. R. 398. For the protection of the 
Northern frontier - 


$625,500 00 


HL. R. 295. For the naval service for the year 1838. 


For the pay of commissioned, war- 
rant, and petty officers, and of sea- 
men - ~ 

For pay of superintendents, naval 
constructors, and all the civil esta- 
blishments at the several yards ~ 

For provisions - - 

For repairs of vessels in ordinary, and 
the repairs and wear and tear of 
vessels in commission -~ 

For medicines and surgical instru- 
ments, hospital stores, and other 
expenseson account of the sick -~ 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, New York - - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Philadel 
phia, Pennsylvania - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Wash- 
ingion -~ - - 7 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Gosport, 
Virginia - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard near Pen- 
sacola ~ - > 

For ordnance and ordnance stores - 

Por defraying the expenses that may 
acerue for the following purposes, 
. viz: for the freight and transporta- 
tion of materials and stores of 
every description; for wharfage 
and dockage; storage and rent; 
travelling expenses of officers and 
transportation of seamen; house 
rent for pursers when attached to 
yards and stations where no house 
is provided; for funeral expenses; 
for commissions, clerk hire, office 
rent, stationery, and fuel to ravy 
agents; for premiums and inciden- 
tal expenses of recruiting; for ap- 


- $1,312,000 


69,770 
600,000 


1,200,060 


75,000 


20,000 


74,000 


61,000 


21,500 


30,000 


77,500 


76,500 
65,000 


prebending deserters; for compen- 
sation to judge advocates; for per 
diem allowance to persons attend- 
ing courts martial and courts of 
inquiry; for printing and statione- 
ry of every description, and for 
working the lithographic press; for 
books, maps, charts, mathematical 
and nautical instruments, chrono- 
meters, models, and drawings; for 
the purchase and repair of fire en- 
gines and machinery, and for the 
repair of steam engines; for the 
purchase and maintenance of oxen 
and horses, and for carts, timber- 
wheels, and workmen’s tools of 
every description; for postage of 
letters on public service; for pilot- 
age and towing ships of war; for 
cabin furniture of vessels in com- 
mission; taxes and assessments on 
public property; for assistance ren- 
dered to vessels in distress; for iù- 
cidental labor at navy yards, not 
applicable to any other appropria- 
tion; for coal and other fuel, and 
for candles and oil; for repairs of 
magazines or powder-houses; for 
preparing moulds for ships to be 
built, and for no other purpose 
whatever - - 

For contingent expenses for objects 
not hereinbefore enumerated - 

For pay of the officers, con-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, and subsistence of the offi- 
cers of the marine corps - 

For provisions for the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates serving on shore, servants, 


and washerwomen - - 
For clothing - - - 
For fuel - - - 2 


For keeping the present barracks in 
repair until new ones can be erect- 
ed, and for the rent of temporary 
barracks at New York - - 

For transportation of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, and expenses of re- 
cruiting - - ~ - 

For medicines, hospital stores, surgi- 
cal instruments, aud pay of ma- 
tron - - - ~- 

For contingent expenses of said corps, 
freight, ferriage, toll, wharfage, and 
cartage, per diem allowance for 
attending courts of inquiry, com- 
pensation to judge advocates, house 
rent where there are no public 
quarters assigned, incidental labor 
in the quartermaster’s department, 
expenses of burying deceased. per- 
sons belonging to the marinecorps, 
printing, stationery, forage, postage 
on public letters, expenses in pur- 
suing deserters, candles and oil for 
the different stations, straw for the 
men, barrack furniture, bed sacks, 
spades, axes, shovels, picks, and 
carpenter’s tools ~- 

For military stores, pay of armorers, 
keeping arms in repair, drums, 
fifes, flags, accoutrements, and 
ordnance stores - - , 

For erecting and furnishing a new 
hospital building, and fora dwel- 
ling for an assistant surgeon; for 
the repairs of the present building, 
and for all expenses upon their 
dependencies near Pensacola -~ 

For erecting a sea-wall to protect the 
shore, for enclosing the hospital 
grounds, for completing the base- 
ment of south wing, and for all 
other expenses upon the depen- 
dencies of the hospital near Nor- 
folk - - 


For graduating a nd enclosing the 
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450,000 
3,000 


162,019 


49,840 
43,695 
15,804 


10,000 


6,000 


4,139 


17,967 93 


2,000 


9,000 


grounds about the naval asylum, 
near Philadelphia, and for all other 
expenses upon the building and its 
dependencies ~- « - 
For extending: the: hospital building 
near Brooklyn, New York, for en- 
closing the grounds, and for all 
other expenses upon its dependen- 
cies - oe =- 
For completing the present hospital 
building near Boston. and for all 
expenses upon its dependencies + 
For repairing the enclosure, and for 
the sea-wall of the magazine upon 
Ellis’s Island, in the harbor of 
New York - ` " 
For repairing the magazine, filling. 
house, wharf, and railway, at Nor- 
folk, Virginia `a a E 
For building a wall round the maga- 
zine at Pensacola - z 
For the purpose of completing con- 
tracts now existing, or which may 
be hereafter made, according to 
the provisions of the act of the 2d 


3,800 


750 
3,000 


of March, 1833 - - 1,500,000 


For fixtures, furniture, and other in- 
cidental expenses at the naval 
asylum at Philadelphia ~- - 


1,241 37 


$6,062,136 30 
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H. R. 226, For the payment of the Revolutionary and othe 
pensioners of the United States, for the year 1888, 


For the revolutionary pensioners mider tho several 
acta other than those of the fifteenth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight; the 
seventh of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two; and the fourth of July, one thousand 


eight hundred and thirty-six ` : 126,779 
For the invalid pensioners, under various laws ~« 134,076 62 
For pensions to widows and orphans, under the act 

of the fourth of July, one thousand eight hundred 

and thirty-six : ` . ` + 1,492,685 
For half-pay pensions payable through the office of 

the Third Auditor . ` ` : x 

isc aaa 
$2,068,534 62 


H. R. 269. For the current and contingent expenses of the 


Indian Department, viz: 

For the py of the superintendent of Indian Affaire 

at St. Louis, and the severai Indian agents, as 
rovided by the acis of June 30, 1634, and of 
March 3, 1837 . . ` . ` 

For tho pay of sub-agents, authorized by act of 
June 30, 1834 : + . - . 

For the pay of interpretera, as authorized by the 
samcact -~ . x >: * . 

For presents to Indians, authorized by the same act 

Fur the purchase of provisiona foi Indiana, at the 
distribution of annuities, while on visite of busi- 
nees with the superintendents and agents, und 
when assembled on public business k . 

For tho necessary bulldings required at the several 
agencies, and repairs thereof ` 4 ~ 

For postages, renta, atationery; fuel for officea, and 
other contingencies of the Indian Department, 
and for transportation and incidental expenses 

For the malar y of one clerk in the office of the Go- 
vernor of Wisconsin Territory, who is ex-officio 
superintendent of Indian Affairs ° 

For the salary of one clerk in the office ofthe act- 
ing superintendent of the Western Territory - 

For carrying into effect the stipplations of certain 
Indian treaties, and the laws connected there- 
with, viz: 

For the Six Nations of New York . 

For the Senecas of New York : - 

For the Ottawas - ` . . 

For the Wyandota - . a : 

For the Wyandota, Munseex, and Delawaree 

For the Christian Indians : : 

For the Miamies 


For the Gel Rivers : z : i i 


For the Pottawatamies . 

For the Pottawatamies of Huron - . . 

For the Pottawatamies of the Prairie - > 

For the Pottawatamies of the Wabash : 

For the Pottawatamies of Indiana a yg # 

Por the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatamies 

For the Winnebagoes . . . . 

For the Menomonies . . ` . 

For the Chippewas of Swan creek and Black river 

For the Chippewas of Saginaw. ~- $ ë 

For the Chippewas, Menomonies, Winnebagoes, 
and New York Indiane - - - . 

For the Rioux of the Miesissippi ~ 

For the Yancton and Santie Sioux + 

For the Omahas . - : x 

For the Saes and Foxes of he Missouri + 

For the Iowas - 2 ` s 

For the Saca and Foxes of the Mississipp! . 

For the Sacs, Foxes, Sioux, lowas, Omahas, 
Ottoes. and Missourias = - f A t 

For the Ottoes and Missouria Z ? $ 

For the Kansas . ` ki . * 

For the Osages = z Že K $ 

For the Kickapoos - A a oe 7 

For the Kaskaskiaa and Peoria -+ 
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13,000 
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For the Piankeshaws : 
For the Weas i i 
For the Delawares - . 
For the Shawn : . 
For the Senecas and Shawnees a 


Pr re ere er SS 


For the Senecas - . 
For the Choctaws -~ x 
For the Chirkasaws - - 
For the Creeka ` 4 
For the Quapawa | - . : 
For the Florida Indians : r 
For the Pawnees ~- . 


or the Cherokees - + 
ae the Outawas and Chippewas 
For the Caddoes ~ š . 5 

For various miscellaneous expenses, viz: 
To complete pay ments for subscription to “Indian 

Biography” eee ries Aan ar ‘ 
For expenses of casting dies andstriking off medals 

For Indians ee : i - - 
For expenses of mission of A. P. Chouteauto the 

wild tribes of the Southwest, including his out- 

fit, and the expenditures growing outof and con- 
nected with bringing on deputations of said 
tribes, which he has been authorized to do - 
For deficiency in the appropriation of 1834 for run- 
ning the boundary line between the Choctaws 

and Chickasaws - Š = R 5 
For cost of sundry articles of provisions furnished 

to the Seneca, Seneca and Shawnee, and Osage 

Indians, while in a destitute condition, in 1834, 

by the commissioners wes', é&c. as per statement 

yeudered and on file in the office of the Second 

Auditor, to reimburse the appropriation for Tn- 

dian annuities, out of which the same was paid 
For expenses of delegations of Towas, Yancton 

Sioux, and Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, who vi- 

sited this and the Northern cities in. 1.37, by 

invitation, including the usual presents and con- 

tingent expenditures — - . . 7 
For expenses of delegations of Pawnees, Ottoes 

and Missourias, and Omahas, who visited this 

and the Northern cities in 1837, by invitation, 
including the usual presents and contingent ex- 

penditures = +e = > R 
For expenses of delegations of not exceeding three 

Choctaws, three Creeks, and five Osages, who 

have obtained permission to visit this city, in- 

cluding the usual presentaand contingent expen- 

ditures, - + : - . . 
For the value of buildings of the Miamies, on the 

land ceded by them in the treaty of October 23, 

1834 x 
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For carrying into effect the treaties with the Chip- 
ewas and Saginaw, of the 14th January and 
h December, 1937, and January 23,1838 _ - 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Chip- 
pewas of the Mississippi, of July 23, 1837 . 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Sioux 
of the Mississippi, of September 29, 1837, as rati- 
fied by the Senate : Pee } 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Sacs and 
Foxes of the Mississippi, of October 21, 1837, as 
ratified by the Senate ' : : : 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Sace and 
Foxes of the Missouri, of Ocwber 21, 1837 . 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Yane- 
tons and Santie Sioux, of October 21, 1837 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Winne- 
bagoes, of November 1, 1837 s - 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Iowas, 
of November 23, 1837 - - - . 
To the Osages, for interest at five per cent. on 
969,120, being the value of 54 sectione of land set 
apart by the treaty of 1825 for education pur- 
poses, and for which they have agreed to accept 
62 per acre, as authorized by the Senate in its re- 
solution of the 19th of January last; which reso- 
lution also provides for the investment of the 
amount - : ` . $ - 
To the Delawares, for interest at 5 per cent. on 
$46,080, being the value of 36 sections of land 
get apart by the treaty of 1832 for education pur- 
poses, and for which they have agreed to accept 
$2 per acre, as authorized by the Senate in its 
resolution of the 19th of January last; which re- 
solution also provides for the investment of the 
amount ~- oa . ` . - 
For holding a treaty with the Creeks, for the pur- 
pose of adjusting their claims for property and 
improvements abandoned or lost in consequence 
of their emigration west of the Mississippi 
For payment of the amount of depredations com- 
mitted by the Osage and Cumanche Ind‘ans on 
the property ef the Choctaw Indians > 
For expense cf holding a treaty with the Wyandot 
Indians of the State of Ohio : so 
For the payment of the exp_nse of the delegation 
from the Seneca Indians, who visited Washing- 
ton to protest against the ratification of a late 
treaty entered into with them by a commissioner 
acting under the authority of the United States - 


For the expenses of the delegation of the Senecas 
who visited Washington to urge the ratification of 
the late treaty with them and tie other New York 
Indians, and the expenses of negotiating that trea- 
ty with the Senecas and other bands of New 
York Indians, inclading all the expenses inci- 
dent thereto - ʻ . - . 

For the expenses of sybmitting again to those In- 
dians the treaty amended, ratified, &c. by the Se- 
nate . : . - - a 

For holding a treaty with the Osages, forthe ex- 
tinguishment of their titles to lands within other 
tribes, and for other puiposes ~ “+ k 

For de(raying the expenses of fourteen Sac and 
Fox Indians, who were induced to visit Wash- 
ington ‘by the false representations of their con» 
ductor ` . i s 2 . 

For the purpose of defraying expenses of negotia- 
tions with the Miami Indians $960; to be paid to 


3,456 


2,204 


2,000 


625 
1,500 


789 23 


9,500 
4,000 


2,000 


221 EO 


the following peraons “in. the following propor» 
tions, to wit: ` 
To William Marshall, for forty-two days’ service 
as commissioner - : - - 336 
To Henry L. Elisworth, for fifty-four days’ 
servicesas commissioner = - - - 430 
To Allen Hamilton, for seventeen days’ servi- 
ces as secretary : : - 
To defray the expenses of an exploring party of 
Miami Indians - . - ~ 
For aifording temporary subsistence to such In- 
dians west of the Mississippi who, by reason of 
their recent emigration, or the territorial ar- 
rangementsincident to the policy of setting apart 
a pertion of the public domain west of the Mis- 
sissippi, for the residence of all the tribes east of 
that river, as are unable to subsist themselves, 
and for the expenses attending the distribution of 
the same - - : : - E 


1,990 


150,000 


93,003 427 73 


H. R. 450. For preventing and suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties for 1838, and for arrearages for 1837. 


For the gappresion of indian hostilities for the 


year 1 : 
H. R. 676. 
For forage for the horses of the dragoons, volun- 
teers, and officers, in the service of the trains -~ 
For freight or transportation of mìlitary supplies 
sent into Florida and the Cherokee country 
For wagons, carts, ambulances, and harness, and 
for boats and lighters : E - . 
For the transportation of supplies from the prin- 
cipal depotsto the points of consumption, inclu. 
ding the hire of steamboats and other vessels, 
andthe expense of public steamers and trans- 
portachoonérs $ - - - 2 
For the hire of a corps of mechanics, laborers, 
mute-drivers, teamsters, wagon-masters, and. 
other assistants = - - . 7 é 
For the transportation, and ether expenses of fonr 
thousand volunteers ~ S š 
For miscellaneous and contingent char 
kinds, not embraced under’ the 
heads : ee . - . 
For drafts lying over, and arrearages for services 
and supplies in Florida and the Cherokee coun- 


of all 
foregoing 


try : : : : 
For pay of four thousand volunteers for 1838, in- 
cluding $153,415 arrearages for 1837 - 
For subsistence for militia, volunteers, and friend- 
ly Indians - . : - - 7 
For the purchase of powder and other materials 
for cartridges, together with the repairs of gun- 
carriages, small-arms, and accoutrements - 
For tents, knapsackg and other supplies furnished 
by the clothing bureau ` ` . 
For correcting an error in paying the Indiaas em- 
ployed in the public service in Florida - - 
For all objects apecified in the third article of the 
supplementary articles of the treaty of 1835, he- 
tween the United States and the Cherokee In- 
dians, the further su of ” < 
For satisfying all claims for arrearages of annui- 
ties, for supplying blankets and other articles of 
clothing for the Cherokees who are not able to 
supply themselves, and which may be necessary 
for their comfortable removal - s a 


$1,000,000 


400,000 
350,000 
150,000 


700,000 


250,000 
100,000 


760,000 


- 1,048,700 
- 1,416,250 


365,010 


- 85,060 
20,677 56 
7,775 53 


+ 1,047,067 


100,000 


$7,739,410 41 


H. R. 304. For certain harbors, and for the 


removal of 


obstructions in and at the mouths of certain rivers, 


and for other purposes, during the year 1838. 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Chicago, Ilinois - - - 
For continuing the construction of a harbor at 
- Michigan city, Indiana . . š 
For continuing the construction of a pier or break- 
water at the mouth ofthe river St. Joseph, Mich- 
igan ETa AE . $ E : 
For the continuation of the works at the harbor 
near the mouth ef the river Raisin, Michigan 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
the mouth of Black river, in Jefferson county, 
State 0. New York - . z 


For continuing the improvement of the harbor at ` 


Whitehall, ip the State of New York - : 
For continuing the improvement of the channel at 
the mouth of Genesee river, in the State of New 
York - . - ‘ - - 
For continuing the removal of obstructions at 
Black river, Ohio - - . - - 
For continuing the removal of obstructions at the 
mouth of the Huron river, in Ohio - : 
For continuing the improvement of the navigation 
atthe mouth of Vermilion river, Ohio - : 
For continuing the improvement of Cleveland 
harbor, Ohio - - - - - 
For continuing the remsval of obstructions at Cun- 
ningham creek, Ohio - - 


For continuing the removal of obstractionsat Ash- . 


tabula creek, Ohio - - - : 
For continuing the removal of obstructions atCou.- 
negut creek, Ohio - 


For continuing the improvement of the harbor of ` 


Presque Isle, Pennsylvania : - : 
For continuing the improvement of Dunkirk har. 
bor, New York -~ - - - - 
For continuing the improvementof the harbor of 
Portland, Lake Erie, New York - - ~ 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
Cattaraugus cicek, Lake Erie, New Yerk 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Salmon river, Lake Ontatio, New York - - 
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at 
Piattshurg, New York -~ . - - 
For continuing the improvement ofthe harbor-at 
the mouth of Oak-orchard creek, New York >» 


$20,000 
€0,733 


51,113 
15,000 


22,401 
15,000 


25,000 
5,000 
5,000 

3,686. 67 

5,856 
5,000 
8,000 
5,000 

30,000 

10,000 

35,466 

32,410 

30,000 

27,500 

5,000 


For continuing the pier at Kennebunk, Maine 
For continuing the improvement: of Big Sod 
bay, New York - - - wes 


For continuing the pier and.mole at Oswego. har 3 


bor, New York -~ -- euE eis 
For continuing the construction of.a breakwater 
at Burlington, Vermont - * 


For continuing the break water on Stanford's ledge, P 


Portland harbor, Maine. - s * 


For continuing the breakwater at Hyannis harbor, - 


Massachusetts - = J 
For continuing the breakwater at Sandy Bay, Mas- 
sachusetis - - ` 


For continuing the improvement of the channel of 


the river Thames, leading into Norwich harbor, 
Connecticut a Sy 1 inte w k 


` For improving the harbor of Westport, ‘Connecti- 


cut . - . +t - o 
For continuing the improvement of the navigation 
of the Hudson river, above and below Albany, in 
the State of New York, to be expended: accord- 
ing to the plan and ‘estimate recommended by 
the Secretary ofWar | -~ - . * 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor. 
of Wilmington, Delaware : - . 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Newcastle, Delaware . a x S 
For continuing the Delaware breakwater - -~ — - 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Baltimore, Maryland . - . -. . 
For continuing the improvement of the navigation 
of Cape Fear river, below Wilmington, North 
Carolina - E . aaa os - 
For opening a passage of fifty yards wide. and 
seven feet deep, at low water, between the town 
of Beaufort and Pamlico sound, North Carolina, 
and or improving New river . os 
For continuing the improvement of Pamlico, or 
Tar river, below Washington, North Carolina - 
For continuing the improvements of the inlaad 
channel between St... Mary's and St. John’s 
Florida - : x - : - 
For continuing the improvement of Dog-river bar 
and Choctaw pass, in Mobile harbor — - - 
For continuing the improvement of the Cumher- 
berland riverin Kentucky and Tennessee heluw 
Nashville - . . a 4 
For continuing the improvement of the Ohio river, 
between the fallsand Pittsburg- - x ve 
For continuing the improvement of the navigation 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Louis- 
ville to New Orleans - : - $ 
For continuing the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi river, above the mouth of the Ohio andof 
the Missouri river - 7 : : 
For continuing the removal of obstructions at 
Grandriver, Ohio * - : - 
For continuing the works at Buffalo harbor . 
For erectin 
ninsula which separates Lake Erie from Buftalo. 
creek, to prevent the influx of the lake over 
said peninsula’ - - Ea + > 
For continuing the preservation of Plymouth 
beach 7 BAe Na Satta op sear $ 
For continuing the preservation of Provincetown 
harbor . - . - G - . 
kok continuing the preservation of Rainsford 
islan $ A 5 . š 7 
For centinuing the sea-wall for the preservation of 
Fairweatherisland, and repairing the breakwate: 
near Black Rock harbor, Connecticut: - ` 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
the mouth of Bass river, Massachusetts - 
For continuing the breakwater of Church’s cove, 
town ef Litle Compton, Rhode Island -~ ` 
For the protection and improvementof Little Egg 
Harbor | - ` - . - r 
For improving the natural channels at the north- 
ern andsouthern entrances of the Dismal Swamp 
canal . - $ . . - 
For the improvement of the navigation of Savan- 
nah river, Georgia - : + . 
For the improvement of the Arkansas river : 
For removing the sand-bar occasicned by the 
wreck in the harbor of New Bedferd, the unex- 
pended balance of an appropriation of $10,000, 
made July 4. 1836, being ` 3 x 
Sec, 2. And be tt further enacted, That the ap- 
proptiation heretofore made of $10,000 for remov- 
ing the mud shoal called the Bulkhead, in the har- 
bor ‘of Apalachicola, be, and the same is hereby, 
transferred to the deepening of the straight channe? 
in the same harbor. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That of the - 


several sums appropriated by the first section of 
this act, which exceed $12,000 each, one half there» 
of, if the public service require it, shali he paid out 
during the year 1838, to be applied to the objectsas 
above specified, and the other half in like manner 
in the year 1839. g 

S. 105. For removal of the great raft of Red river 


a mound or gea-wall along the pe-, 


70,000 


$1.535.008 53 
—— 


8. 280. For building light-houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, 
buoys, and making surveys. for the year 1838, 


STATE OF MAINE. 7 

For the erection of (wo buoys near the entrance of 
Portland harbor, viz: one on Taylor’s ledge and 
one on Broad-cove rock- - - eS ` 
For rebuilding the light-house on Wood island - 
For placing monuments on Fort-point ledge, Ad- 
ams’ ledge, and Buck ledge, in Penobscot river, 
in addition to the former appropriation for that 
purpose. - -: > : - 
For piacing a monument on Bulwark ledge, about 
seven miles eastsouttest of Portland light-honse 
For placing one buoy on Drummer’s ledge, south 
of Mark island, and one buoy on Mark island 
ledge > - - à i 7 
For crecting a light-house on Bear island, at the 
entrance of Mount Desert harbor ` A 


#600 
5,000 


1,00 
3,000 


600 
3,009 


7 
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For erecting a monument on Bunker's ledge, out- STATE OF Nt CAROLINA. 
side of said island ees = = 1,000 For marking, ataking out, and Buoya or 

For placing one buay at the southwest entrance ef other such monuments as are most suitable, to `- z 
said Mount Desert harbor, and two buoys on the designate the chanhelgin Crotatan sound, andat- Dog 
reofin the middla of Bags harbor - > 150 the outletaof Pasquetank, Litle, and Perguinsans BP ey 

For: placing a buoy on Bantam ledge, outside of rivers . br snena Ina - ` 100: 
Ram island - NE + + 200) For the construction of a new light-boat, in euof > <: 

For erecting a stone beacon anda buoy on Half- | that now atationed off Wade's point - > 8,000 
tide ledge, in the county of Hancock ` - - 1,200 i For a light-house on Pea island or. Boddy’ island, > 

For Ageing a spar-buoy ona. ledge in the vicinis as the Secretary of the Treasury shall deem tobe ~ - 
of Crabires’s point, about four miles below EMA most for the public interest. + . +. 6,000 
livan harbor, in said county - . : 150 For three buoys or such tnarks designating Chick- 2 

For the erection ofa monument or beacon on York amacomico channel, in Fiyde county, as shall be =< 
ledge, off the entrance of York harbor - - 10000 found most suitable ‘for that purpose  - : » 180 

For erecting a light-house and sea-wall at Saddle- For placing buoys‘at the mouth of Shallote river 600 
back ledge, in Penobscot bay -~ ' - 20,000 STATS OF ROUTH CAROLINA. — , 

, STATE OF NEW HAMPSHaRé. For erecting buoya on St. Helena bar - ` 1,000 

For the erection afa pier on the east side of Whale- » STATE OF- ORO. 
back hight-house, to protect the same, in addi- For securing, or rebuilding on a better site, the 
tion to the appropriation already made for that light-house on Turtle island, at the entrance of 
purpose -> : ` - : + 17,000 Maumee bay, in lake Erie . s - 6,100 

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. For completing a beacon-light near the entrance of 

For the erection of two small beacon-lights on the Sandusky bay, in addition to tho sum heretofore 
north side of Nantucket island, in addition to f apprepriated for that pur . - : 3,000 
former appropriations for that purpose - 2100 For the construction of alight house on the north- 

For cempleting the light-house on Mayo heach, in west endof Basa island, commonly called Put- 
Wellfeetbay —- . . - - 2,000 in bay, in Lake Erie, instead of one on Cun- 

For 4 monument, in the place of one catried away, ninghany’s island - -e ` - , 3,000 
on Bowditch’s ledge, inthe harbor of Salem ~ 6,000 For placing buoya on a ehoal or sunken island, 

For a monument on Bowbill ledge, in the harbor near the western Sister. island and to the south- , 
of Manchester, or for remormg the same, at the ward thereof, in Lake Erie - w . bho 
discretion of the Secretary of the Preasyr: - 5000 STATE OF GRORGIA, 

For rebuilding the two lighthouses on Plumb For constructing a, fioating-light, to be stationed 
island, near Nowbury port . ž + 4009 in Tybee channel, in lieu of an appropriation of 

ETATE OF RHODE ISLAND. that aum heretofare made fora similar light on 

For buoya or dolphins in Providence river ` 600 Martin’s Industry shoal - - : + 10000 

For placing two spindles at the mouth of Pawca- }| For placing three Buoys at the entrance of St. At- 
tuck river : - - . : 400 i drew’s inlet - - . : - 540 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT. j| For placing beacons or buoys at the entrance of 

Por placing six buoys in the western, and six in the Brunswick harbor : . - . 1,000 
eastern entrance of Myetiv river, from Fishers STATE OF ALARAMA. 
island sound, in the Siate of Connecticut, ac For the construction of alight-house on Dauphin 
cording to the survey and estimate REF, H. Gre- island i. = è : Pi a 8,000 
gory, reported to the Board of Navy Commis- BATE OF LOUIBIANA. 
sioners on the weventh day of August Jast, four For marking the entrance and the channel of the 
hundred and thirty-five dollars; and for buoys on Atchafalaya bay + x à a k 1,600 
the rock in the chumel east of Ram island, and For rebuildin, the light-house at the southwest 
upon Turner’s reef, according to said survey and pass of the Missiesippi river - - 20,000 
raport - - - : Meh) AR 100 For completing alight rouge ator near the south: 

For the erection of a light-house on Lynde point, gwest pass on the Vermilion bay, in addition to 
at the mouth of Connecticut river, ia addition to the sum heretofore appropriated . -~ 8,000 
the cain offive thousand dollars already appro- STATE OF MICHIGAN. 
priated . . . e . 2,600 Por rebuilding a light-house on Bois Blinc island, if 

To complete a sea-wall, to preserve the light- a suitable site for the same can be found on said 
housa and other buildings on Puirweather island, H inland - - ` ` . - 5,000 
near Black Rock harbor, pursuant to the repert Por erecting a light-house at New Buslalo, on 
of Captain Gregory ‘ ° . E 1,500 Lake Michigan, instead of oneat City West, pro- 

For the erection of buoya on such of the rocks in vided for by an actin 1837 ` e ` 5,000 
the harbor af Milford as. may be designated For biden a hght-house on South Manitou 
by the superintendent of lighthouses for that island, Lake Michigan - : : . 6,000 
district ` - - . . 9 300 For erecting alight-house.on the ledge or reef near 

For ono buoy on a shoal west of Black point, Wagooshance, in the Straits of Michilimackinne — 26,000 
and one buoy on Pond reef, in the bay of Ni- For erecting a hght-house at Presque Isle, Lake 
antick -~ : : . : z 160 Huron > - : . : + 6000 

For buoys on Cornfield point rock, Adam’s rock, For erecting a light-houseon Point aux Borgues, 
and Oyaster-pond-pome rock, neay Plumb ivkuid, Saginaw bay, Lake Huron . : . 6,000 
in Long Island sound . $ . 240 TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN. 

STATE OP NEW YORK. For the construction of a lighthouse on rene 

For cornpleting a beacon on Romers shoals H island, at the head of Green bay, near the mout 
in addition to the appropriation heretofore j of Fox river - . - : ` 1,000 
made . Lc . . $ - 10,00 TERRITORY OF FLORIDA. 

To complete a Hehit-house on Esopus meadows, For placing buoys at the mouth of the St. John’s 
on the western shore of the Hudson river, in ade 7 in addition to the appropriation herstofore made 
dion to the sum heretofore appropriated . 3,00 for that purpose - . ` ` ` a) 

To complete a tight-house on Cedar island, Sag Har- 1| For erecting a Jight-house on im et reef, in ad. 
bør, in addition to the sum heretofore appropri- . addition to the appropriation alrendy made for 
ated - . - . - + 2,00 that purpose . . 2 ` -40,000 

For the erection o fa light-house on the northern Bec. 2, And he it further enacted, That the Secro- 
islet in Fisher’s sound, near the northwest end of tary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, di- 

Fisher's island - . . ` -800 recie to cause two sete of dioptric or lenticular 

For the payment of the biulance remaining due j apparatus, one of the first, the other ofthe second 
for the expenses of procuring and locating Class, and alao one ret, if he deems it expedient, 
buoys in the new channel in the port of Now | of the reflector apparatus, of the most improvod 
York, lately discovered, and called Gedney’s kinds, to be imported, and to caure the suid seve- 
channel - : . . : Si0 36 i} Tal sets to be set up, and their meriva, as cum. 

ATATE OF NEW JERSEY, ti pared with the apparatus in use, to be tested by 

For erecting a small beacon-light at South Am | full and satisfactory experiments: and tha sum of 
boy, and putting down the following buoys, to 4 815,000, out of any money in the Treasury not 
wit: One on the tail of the Great Beds; one olf H otherwise appropriated, js hereby appropriated 
Billop’s point shoal, southwest port of Staten } for that purpose; and the Secretary of the Tren- 
island; one on the Middle Ground, near Prince’s ! sury is also further authorized to ascertain, by 
bay; one on the Old Orchard shoal; one off the 5 i Fublable and proper experiments, the merits of 
point of the Great Kill shoals - : 1,050 i theapparatur lately invented by Mr, E. Blunt, 

For the erection of a beacon-light at the Corner { of New York; and if, in his judgment, i has me. 

Stake, s9 called, between Elizabethtown point i rits which justify the aduption of it, he ishereby 
and Shortes’s island; also, another small light, H authorized to contract with Mr. Blunt to light 
or lantern, on Shorter’ island; also, for buoye, y any light-house on the coast with it; and the 
&c. atthe following places: A spar buoy at Bar- sum hereby appropriated for the above pur- 
gen point; a spar buvy atthe Mili Rocks, in New- posesia - y SA > y 2,500 
ark bay; a spar buoy on the first cyater bed or | Tu enable the Secretary ofthe Navy to cause such 
point of the bar between the Hackensack and { examination of the coast between the mouthe of 
assaic chanvele, ove and a hali mile below the { the Mississippi and Sabine rivera avd tie inlerme- 
crossing place; a spar buoy at the Corner Stake, i diate herbors, bays, and bayous, as may be ne 
so called par buoy atthe crossing-place, on ceasary to fix suitable locations for hght- houses 
the north side; a spar bouy atthe Elbow; all and otherimprovernents, which may give a more 
pursuant to the report of Captains Kearney, j sufe and ready access to the said harbors, bays, 
Bloat, and Perry : . 3400 il bayous, and rivers : > . . 1,500 
STATE OF DELAWARE. —_ 
For rebuilding a fluating-light on Five-fathom | £307,010 36 
bank, at the entrance of Delaware bay - - 15,00 i MISCELLANEOTK, . 
STATE OF MARYLAND. i H.R. 230. For the continuation of the Cumberland road in 
For placing four bouys at or near Puel’s island H Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois, and for other. purposes. 
f€channel -~ n : . - . 1,200 i| Forthe continuation of the Cumberland road in 
STATE OF VIRGINIA. ii _ the State of Ohio, the sum of - : _> $160,000 

For placing spar buoys in Jamee river, between i]. For the continuation of the Cumberland road in 
Day's point and Richmond city, on such ledges i} | the State of Indiana, the sum of, i - 1560,0% 
and shoals as may be selected ` - . - 2,000 | For the continuation of the Cumberland road in : 

For building a light-boat to take the place of the f i the State of Illinois, the sum of > - 160,000 
one in the narrows of the Potomac - - 8,00 i; For the completion of the bridge over Dunlap’s 

- For. placing three or more buoys at the entrance of | creek, on the Cumberland road, in the Btate of 
Onancock creek, in the county ofAccomec — - 200 j Pennsylvania, the sum of ` ` - 9,00 


BR 


29. Dor eerioin Teads in the Territory. 


Fur:nponing and conatracting. a road. from Talla: 
iatan foe on the river Apalachicols, tho: : 
201 . si sa a e ute 
For. te ring the-road, and reconstrietiAg «the: 
bridges and causeways thereon, from Baint: Aue 
gusting to Picolata 1 => noe o 
For repairing the road from Jacksonville, by the 
Mineral Springa, 10 Tallahassee, the sumiar - 
3.29. For the construction of roads in-the Ter- 
: - Tiory of Wisconsin i 
Fer the construction of a road-from Fort Howard, 
at-Qreen Bay, by. Milwaukie and Racine, to the 
northern boundary tino of the Btate of Ininols; 
in the direction of Chicago. . . * 
For the construcuon of u -road from the town of 
Milwaukee,.on Lake Michigan, by way of Madi. 
gon, the permanent seat of Government of that 
Territory, to a.point. opposite the town of Du- 
bugve, on the Missisaippi river . ` - 
For the completion of the:military road from Kort. 
Crawford, by Winnebago, to Fort Howard, at 
Green Ray oe . Ls z a 
For the construction of the necessary bridges and 
removing obstructions in the mail road from 
the northern line of Missouri, through the origi 
nal counties of Des. Moines and Dubuque, to 
some suitable point on the Mississippi river, be- 
tween Prairie du Chien and Dubuque. > 
For the survey of Rock river and the haven of 
said river, &e. . . 5 ~ ` 
For the aurvey of Des Moines and Iowe rivers - 
Fora survey and eaimated cost of a railroad from 
Milwaukee to Dubuque eT ‘ 


15,000 


10,000 


5,000 


Hovusk OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Private claima ` + $31,693 67 
J SENATE. 
Private claima . * rs > 13,409 93 
$45,103 60 
RECAPITULATION. 
Exira Session, 
For the support of the Government and suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities for the year 183 $2,109,000 


2d Session Bih Congress. 


Civil and diplomatic ‘ ` + 8,252,360 22 
Army . š . . Fs ~ 5,427,860 10 
Fortifications - ‘ ' . ` ~ LOU ALS 
Protection of the Northern frontier . 625,660 
Navy . ` . + 6,062,136 C0 


Revolutionary and other pensioners + 2,054,532 6:2 
Current expenses of the thdlan Department + 8,002,427 73 
Preventing and suppressing Indian howtilities — - 7,739,440 41 
Harbora . . . . . + 1,636,008 5" 


Light-housea -~ R . 7 . > 30,010 6 
Miscellaneous " . ` . > 640,200 
Private claima . . + , + 45,103 60 


838,4 3,064 27 


Statement of the new offices created and the salaries of each, 
and also a statement of the offices the salaries of which 
are increased, and the amount of such increase, during 
the two lasi sessions of Congress, made in pursuance uf 
the 6th section: of the det othe 2d July, 1&6, to provide 
Sor the appropriation of addtional payments, and for 
other purposes, i ‘ ; 


; NEW OPFICKB. ; 

Governor of the Territory of lowa $1,500 
Aa Superintendent of Indian Aflairs t 1,000 
Becretary of the Territory of Iowa . . 1,200 
Cheif Jushce Supreme court Territory of lowa -~ 1,200 
Two associate justices (8 K500 each) . : 3,000 
District attorneys, same as others, 
Marahal, tt 
Jadge criminal court District of Columbia 2,000 
Judge orphans’ caurt District of Columbia 1,000 
Two registers and two receivers, Wisconsin Ter- 

ritory west of the Mississippi, sarie compensa- F 

tim as others, 
Surveyor General Wisconsin Territory + , 1,500 
Register and receiver northwestern land district S 

of Lonisiana, same as others, 
Colector for the port of Vicksburg 500 


Auw REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
1 colonel, same compensation as other officers ofsarie grads 


tI Heutenant colonel = do do 

l major do do 
1) captains de do 
10 Ist lieutenants do do 
19 N lieutenants do do 


; ARTILLERY, M 
4 captains; same Compensittiun as other officers of similar 
grado. 


4 Ist lieutenants do do 
4 2d lieutenants do do 

k CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
l lieutenant colonel, same pay as other officers of same grade 

in the dragoons 

2 majors do da 
& captains do do 

2d lieutenants do do 


. COMMIBSARY DEPARTMENT. 
1 assistant commissary general of subsistence, pay same as 
lieutenant colonel of cavalry. : 
I commissary of subsistence, pay of quartermaster of the army. 
3 commiseatica of subsistence, pay of assistant quartermasters, 
` ORDNANCE- 
2 majors, pay of officers of dragoons of same grade. - 
] pro esser of chemistry, mineralogy, &c. at West Point, pay 
of professor of mathematics, .. : 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
7 surgeons, dame pay as mher surgeons. bye 
_Norg.—The other appointments autherized, by the new army 
bill are staff appointments, to.be made from the line of the ar- 
my, and do not increase the number of officers, 


PO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


NG*+Onp Suess. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE MESSAGE. 


REPORT OF THF SECRETAR Y OF STATE, , 


. On the Relations between the United States and the 
Mexican Republic. f 
DEPARTMENT oF Starr, 
Washington, December 2, 1837. 
In compliance with the instructions of the Pre- 
sident, the Secretary of Siate has the houor to pre- 
sent a report on the relations between the United 
‘States and the Mexican Republie, since the 
communications from the Executive to- Congress 
on that subject. It was-apparent, from the proceed- 
ings of Congress, at the last annual session, on the 
| Special message of the President calling their at- 
tention to onr claims against Mexico, and recom- 
mending a contingent authority to make reprisals, 
if another and last demand for redress should be 
made in vain, that both. branches of the Legisla- 
ture ‘coincided in the opinion expressed in that 
message, that the United States might justly resort 
to. any mode of redress known to the law of na- 
tious; but differed with the President so faras to 
think that this last demand ought to be made be- 
fore Congress should decide on the course to be 
pursued in case it should prove unsuccessful. 

Soon after the adjournment of Congress, a carc- 
ful examination was made of. thé various existing 
causes of complaint against Mexico, as well those 
ofan individual as of a publie chai The ar- 
a Mexi- 


ment, the Department was enabled to exclude from 
the list of claims various cases ; some of them of 
a doubtful character, and others which, after hav- 
‘ing been pr:sented to the Government for its aid 
‘in. procuring a settlement, had been adjasted 
through the efforts ‘of the persons interested in’ 
them. A fair and full statement of the-remaining 
causes of complaint, chronologically. arranged, was 
then carefully prepared, and forwarded, with’ all 
the evidence within reach of the: Departinent, in 
support of each selaim that had arisen since the 
treaty, to:the Government of Mexico, hy a special 
messenger, who was the bearer’ of a solemn 
maad from. this Government for redr This de- 
mand, with the accompanying evidence of its just- 
ice, was delivered to the Mexican Government on 
the 20th of July last. The list presented to the 
Mexican Government contained fifty-seven sub- 
jects of complaint; the last two embracing, in ge- 
neral terms, the loans forced in Mexico from citi- 
zens of the United States, and the flagrant outrages 
committed on. the commerce and citizens of the 
United States ia the Gulf of Mexico by the Mexican 
sqnadron, shortly after the adjoarnment of Con- 
gress; detaiied evidence of which had not then been 
sent to the department. In contravention of the 
treaty between the two countries, an embargo was 
laid by Mexico upon all the vessels. of the United 
States, after the seizure of. the.General Urrea by 
the United States ship of war Natchez in retalia- 
‘tion for the capture of the several merchant vessels 
of the United States, a delivery ef whieh had been 
demanded hy the captain of the Natchez, and re- 
fused by the authorities of Mexico. ‘This embar- 
go, laid by the local officers, was however disap- 
proved by the Goverament of Mexico, and was in 
a short time removed; while the citizens of the 
‘United States, officers, crews, and passengers, taken 
inthe merchant vessels carried in for an alleged 
‘violation of a blcckade of Texas, were, after suf- 
fering various privations, injuries, and insults, and 
being held as: subject. to criminal prosecution and 
punishment, release}, An answer to the demand 
made by the United States was given to the special 
messenger on the 29th-of ‘July, who retarned wiih 
it forthwith to: Washington, which contained as- 
surances that the Government of Mexico carnestly 


de- 


desired to give a`prompt and explicit answer to ` 


each of the claims to which the demand related; 


Report of ihe Secretary of State. 


that, although there were several claims which ad- 
mitted of immediate reply, there was not time, 


United States, to make a mature and impartial 
examination, which others required; that the Presi- 
edent of Mexico desired that the reply to. each 
should be given, in order that a complete judg- 
ment might be formed of the whole; that, not to 
delay a moment the final and equitable adjustment 
of the difficulties between the two Governmenis, 
the President had ordered the velaminous series of 


documents presented in support of the claims to be` 


translated and rainwely examined in the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs; that evidence should be 
sought for from other sources; that nothing should 


he left undone which might lead to a speedy and. 


equitable adjustment of the points so seriously oc- 
cupying the attention of the Government of the 
United States; and that the Mexican Minister at 
Washington would communicate, successively, the 
opinions of the President on the several cases, and 
his determination thereon. . Relying upon these as- 
surances, the more implicitly from the voluntary’ 
action of the Mexican Government in raising the 
unwarrāntable embargo upon our vessels, and the 
release of the Americans taken in merchant vessels 
unlawfully captured in the Gulf of Mexico, it was 
expected that immediately afler the arrival of the 
Mexican Minister in Washington, they would be 
in every respect fulfilled. The Mexican Minister 
reached Washington, from New Orleans, where he 
had been for some years resiling as consul of the 
Mexican Republic, on the 1th of October. He 
brought with him, however, nothing but the 
usual letters of credence, and one repeating, 


in general terms, the expression, usaal be- 
tween Governments, of a desire to- preserve 


and promoie friendly relations with the United 
States. It was not until the 18th instant; that 
-answers to any of our complaints were given. 
The Mexiean Minister then presented to the 
Department of State ten notes, all dated on 
that day, in the first of which 
the canses which have prevented a reply from 
his Government to the ciaims numbered 3, 6, 8, 
11, 13, 14, 15, and F7; In the chronological order 
in which the claims were presented to Mexico, 
No. 3 is the case of the cargo ef the ship “Louisa,” 
which forms the subject of one of the notes ac- 
tompanying his explanation; from which fact, and 
ihe direct references in some of the other notes, 
t is apparent that the Mexican Government had 
not examined the documents sent from this De: 
partment with the demand made in July, (ot 
else has substituted for one of them a list of claims 
sent to Congress with the Presidents Message of 
the Gth of February Jast, and forming part of the 
documents printed by their order, which are alleged 
-by Mr. Martinez lo have been comimanicated to the 
Minister of Foreign Afairs of Mexico, with a note 
of the Secretary of State of the Mth of May last. 
But no nete was addressed by this Department to 
the Mexican Minister on the 14th of May, nor has 
any allusion whatever been made to the printed 
list of claims referred to, in any communication 
from this Government to that of Mexico. Tn fui- 
filment oë the assurances solemnly given in Mexi- 
co, after a lapse of five months, answers are made 
to but four of the fifty-seven subjects of complaint, 
presented obviously forthe last time, and under the 
article of our treaty with Mexico which looks to 
the unfortunate contingency of a necessity on 
one part or the other to take, forcibly; satisfaction 
for injuries complained of, and not, on dne demand, 
accompanied hy competent proof, recressed. The 
answers received are to the individual complainis 
in the case of the ship “Louisa;” in the case of 
the brig “Cossack,” and in the case óf Chonteat 
and De Munn, arrested iñ- 1817 within the terr 
rial limits of the United Siates, earried into M 
can territory, and imprisoned, 
confiscated at Santa We; and to 
upon Mexico to disavow any 


demand madi 


before the necessary return of the messenger of the: 


he explains | 


J their property ~ 


Sas a copy 
cers of the Department ef State from anther 
digiules OF the dip! 


; 5 Sen. and H. of É 


reprehensible conduct of its Euvoy Extr 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, in printing and dis- 
tributing a pamphlet defamatory of this" Govern- 
ment and the peodle of the United States, in 
the United, States, under the” protection of his di- 
plomatic privilege. The justice of the claim for the . 
cargo of the “ Louisa,” seizéd in 1821 by virtue 


- of the edicts of Iturbide, of 20th of February and 


4th of Mareh of that year, is acknowledged, and 
a promise is made to incite the Congress, upon ‘and 
before whom the claim has been pressed for’ ten 
years, to provide for the payment of the balance 
due according to, a decree of the Mexican Govern- 
ment of the Ist of February, 1822, heretofore par- 
tially execnted; but the jristicé ofthe case of the 
“ Cossack,” and of the claims of Chouteau and 
De Munn, is denied, cn the ground that’ they òc- 
curred before Mexican independence was achiey- 
ed.- A derree of restitution’ in the case of the 
“ Cossack” was issued on the. 27th of July, 1891. 


_It would seem, then, that ihe decrees of the 20th Fe- 


bruary and 4th of March, 1821, impose obligations 
on the present Government of Mexico; but those of 
the 27.h of July, 1821, do not. A decree of the Istof. 
February, 1822, awarding indemnity, . is’ good;.a. 
similar decree of the 27th of July, 1821, is not 
good. The Secretary of State does’ not perceive 
upon what principles. these distinctions are made, . 
nor on what just. ground payment can be refused 
by Mexico for any acts committed within its terri- 
torial jurisdiction “after the virtual separation: of 
Spain and Mexico, i. e. after the occupation of 
Spain by France in 1808. The case of Chouteau 
and De Munn rests upon the grounds that the in- 
jury occurred while Spain had no power where it 
was. received; that Mexico had then, and has had 
ever since, an effective ‘control in Santa. Fe, and. 
that the present Government. is answerable for the 
acts of all its de facto precursors, who alleged and 
exercised sovereignty over the country. With re- 
lation to the brig “ Cossack,” the decree of restitu=’ 
tion is dated after the plan of Iguala was declared, 
less than a month before the treaty of Cordova 
was signed, by which O'Donoghue acknowledged 
the independence of Mexico, and a short time pre- 
vious to the election of a regency, and the choice 
of Hurbide as President of the new Republic. 
What particular meaning is affixed in Mexico to 
the terms ‘independence achieved;” is not under 
stood, nor is it important to discuss, as the obliga~ 
tion of Mexico dates from ‘the time of declared ‘or 
actual independence of foreign control, and since 
it maintained a dominion exclusive of | that of 
Spain. ; , 

The answer of the Mexican Minister to the de- 
mand of the United States, founded upon the con- 
duct of Mr.. Gorostiza, is so singular as to require 
a particular statement of all the facts in relation to 
the subject of it. Soon after the late Mexiean 
Minister asked for his passports to return home, 
after terminating his extraordinary mission, hig Jast 
note to the department, in which his reasons for 
taking that step were expressed, was published in 
New York, in the journal called the“ Courier 
des Etats Unis.” This document had never been 
made public by the. authority of ge. department. 
The existence of a pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza, 
‘printed in Philadelphia in Spanish, hid been pre- 
viously made known to the Secretary of State, bya 
member of the diplomati- corps accredited. at 
“Washington, who stated that he had received two 
eopies, and he believed ‘that the same number of 
copies had been transmitted by the author to each 
member of the foreign diplomatic corps in Wash- 
ington; expressing, at the same time, his surprise 
and disgust at the grossness of such an aet by a 
retiring minister, .One-of those copies was given, 


“on the request of the Secretary, for the use of the 
“Department of State. That the belief thus ex_ 


pressed was well founded, no doubt was entertained 
aiso procured by one of the off. 


MANG corps; and one. wag: 


25ru Cong----2np Sess. 


‘mission to useat for any purpose what- 
ever, . Extracts. were published from- the pam- 
phlet in that paper, and in:-several- other news- 
papers ; and the copy. in the ‘hands of the editor 
of the French journal was lent withoit scruple, 
on no. condition, but that, after being copied, or 
otherwise used, it should be returned. The du~ 
plicate copies sent tothe diplomatic corps were ob- 
viously intended to give the most extensive circu- 
lation to the matters contained in the pamphlet; and 
no doubt one was expected to be transmitted. to 
each foreign Government represented in the Uni- 
ted States, and the other to adorn the archives of 
its legation in Washington. From the equivocal 


circumstances under which the pamphlet was pre- 


pared, and the assertions contained in the preface, 
it was supposed that the writer sought to evade of- 
ficial responsibility, by representing the publica- 
tion as his personal act; thus giving-to himself and 
his Government the benefit he. hoped. tu. derive 
from his defamation of the United States, with all 
the Governments of Europe, and with his own’ 
countrymen, among whom it was widely distri- 
buted as soon ‘as he reached the Mexican territory, 
asa prelude.to his last report to hisown Govern- 
anent, withogt exposing that Government to a de- 
mandijfor redress for the injury sought to be jn- 
flicted by its representative. The slanders of a 
private individual could not be of importance to 
the United States; but as the position of Mr. Go- 
rostiza was equivocal, it was deemed necessary 
that this subject should be so presented to his Go- 
vernment, that the distinction made. between his 
iels, as a mere citizen, as the representative agent 
of Mexico, should be marked and recognised. Oc- 
casion was taken, therefore, in giving instructions, 


on the 10th of December last, to Mr. Effis,to make ` 


the'éxplanations previously promised in: regard to 
the movement of the troops under General Gaines, 
to direct him ‘to bring the act of their Minister to 
the notice of the Mexican Government, in these 
words: : 
It would be gratifying to the President if this 
commaniéation, which you will have to make to 
the Mexican Government, was limited to these ex- 
planations. Unfortunately, the conduct of its late 
Minister Estriordinary has made it necessary to 
touch upon even a more unpleasant topic. You 
will learn with astonishment that Mr. Gorostiza, 
while enjoying bis diplomatic privilege, although 
ufter he had declared bis mission at an end, pub- 
dished, on his own authority, a pamphlet, (a copy 
of whieh is herewith sentio you,) containing parts 
of his unpublished correspondence with this de- 
partment, and extracts from: his letters to the Mex- 
ican Secretary-of Foreign Reiations,. with a long 
introductory preface. ‘The publication of kis cor- 
respondence «with the Department, without the 
authorily of his-Guvernment, is believed to be un- 
exampled in the history of diplamacy, and was not 
decorous lo the Cruverument of the United States. 
The extracts from his correspondence with his own 
Government, and his introduction to the whole, 
contain statements and comments defamatory of 
the Government and people of the Uniled States, 
‘and obvivusly intended to injure the character of 
both, for honor and good faith, in the eyes of the 
world. This pamphlet, although not circulated 
generally among our citizens, was in the hands of 
editors. of newspapers, who have published extracts 
fromit; and the President has been informed that 
two, .ccpies. ef it were sent by its author, at the 
moment: of his departure fromthe United States, 
to some; if not to all, the members of the foreign 
diplomatic body accredited here. This act, still 
more extraordinary because it almost immediaiely 
followed the communication of the President's in- 
tention to direct that explanations, which he be- 
lieved would be satisfactory, should be made to the 
Mexican Government, has excited but one senti- 
ment among those to whom it is known. , In di- 
recting you to make known the publication of this 
‘pamphlet tò the Mexican Government, the Presi- 
- dent-does net doubt the truth of the declaration 

nade by its author, that this publication was his 
o sonalact, for which he had no authority 
Government; nor willhe permit himself to 


ran extraordinary step, are questions that bslong to 


t hands, the President. is influenced, as well by the 
- explicit disavowal of the Envoy of all participa- 


„declares that Mr. Gorostiza acted conformably. to 


ment and people of the United Statés; so unworthy 
the representative of a respectable Government,, 
and so well calculated to interrupt the harmony and 


good will which ought to subsist between the United : 


States and Mexico. ` = 
“ How fay. the character of the Mexican Qc- 


‘vernment for decorum and justice, and an honora-. ` 


ble desire to mainiain.a respectable rank among 
the civilized nations:of the world, requires: a dìs- 
tinct manifestation of its just displeasure at such 


itself alone to consider and decide. 

“In giving you this instruction to make known 
to the. Mexican Government the conduet of its 
Envoy, withoat.a demand of reparation at its 


tion on the part of his Government, in the act com- 
plained.of,as by the. sincere. conviction, already 
expressed, that a step so reprehensible will not be 
countenanced by it. But if, contrary to all just 
expectation, the Mexican Government shall adopt 
that act, or give sanction to it by approving of 
their Minister’s conduct, the continuance of diplo- 
matic intercourse between the two countries can no 
longer be either useful or reputable to the United 
States. However painful may. be the consequences, 
the honor of the American people requires of the 
President to instruct you, as I now do, in thatevent, 
to demand your pasports, and to return forthwith, 
bringing with you all the'atchives ofthe legation 
to the United States.” ` K = 

These instructions were not received by Mri 
Ellis before his depaiture from Mexico ; but accopy 


of them was subsequently transmitted to the Mexi-° 


can Government, through its Chargé WA faires, Mr. 
Castillo. — Prior to. Mr, Ellis’s departure, and 
within a fortnight after Mr. Gorostiza’s arrival at 


the city of Mexico, the Mexican Government, af . 


ter an alleged delay of what is called an act. of 
justice to their Minister, waiting for explanations 
promised by the United States, sent a formal ap- 
proval of his conduct as their Minister. at Wash- 
ington. When it was recollected that, in the 
extracts of the correspondence of Mr. Goros- 
tiza, with his own Government, which he had 
himself published, the good ‘faith of the United 
States was direcily impeached, and it: was pre- 
sumed, that the publication of his pamphlet, and 
its distribution, at least in Mexico, was known to 
his Government, if was deemed necessary to re- 
quire from the Mexican authority a distinct disa- 
vowal of the part of his conduct which had been 
considered offensive by the United States. No 
doub: was entertained that the Mexican Govern 
ment would, without hesitation, declare that its 
approbation of Mr, Gorostiza’s conduct did not 
relate to. the preparation, or publication, or use, of 
the defamatory paniphlet. ` 

The answer of the Mexican Government, now 
received, defends the. conduet of ‘its . Minister. 
Mr. Martinez asserts, in conformity with his in- 
structions, that the Minister did nothing which was 
not required by the dignity and interests of Mex- 
ico. By the note of Mr. Martinez,” these facts 
are admitted, on the part of the Mexican Govern- 
ment; that the pamphlet was prepared by its Mi- 
nister, and printed in Philadelphia, in the Spanish 
langnage; that some copies were left lo be used in 
the United States, with a recommendation as to the 
time only when they were to be used, and the 
time recommended was, as soon as there should be 
a publication of it in Mexico; that the pamphlet 
was extensively circulated on the coast of Mex- 
ico as soon as/he arrived; and, on his journey to 
the capital, by the returning Envoy xtraordi- 
nary. On these admitted facts, the Government 


what was required by the dignity and interests of 
Mexico. Keeping out of view, as entirely unim- 
portant, the offensive character of the pamphiet,. 
and the use made of jt jn the United States, the 
Mexican Government has attempted, argumenta- 
lively, to prove that it did not appear that their Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary in- 
tended to offend the United States, or to jeopard his 


suppose, for an ihstant, thatit ‘will. adopt or sanc- ` 
ton cunduct so glaringly violating all-the decorum] 
of diplomatic usage; so disrespectful to the Govern- 


diplomatic characte: 
“Usage. To sustain the fir s Sal 
“pamphlet was necessary- for. his-vindicatioh, in re- 


“ment, and of. strict 


‘that Government’ looked for e 


y- violating. established 
e first allegation, it is said the 


lation to..a ‘past transaction—a -negotiation not 
pending, inasmuch as his mission was terminated; 
that it was in the Spanish language--if-it. had 
been intended offensively it: wenld’ have been 
printed in English, for: circulation among the peo- 
ple of the United States; and that he did not circu- 
late it among his colleagues.of the diplomatie body, 
béeause he did not send it to them officially, or con- 
fiidentially, with an explanation of his object. The 
character of the production, and ‘the use made of 
the copies left, with the recommendation as to 
time, are, unfortunately, the best evidences of the 
intention of the author. The pamphlet is a labored. 
effort to prove that the United States, for a series 
of years, Sought unjustly to obtain possession of 
the territory belonging to a friendly power, -till the 
year 1818, when, the Executive of the United 
States pretending to nothing but what was.reasona- 
bie, the Florida treaty was negotiated,.the negotia» 


‘tors being both men of talents and good faith; that, 


subsequently to that treaty, the want. of good: 
faith and integrity produced new pretexts to acquire 
possession of the territory, the ‘pretended claim to 
which they had been thereby abandoned; that while 
the Government was fostering the sinister design 
of violating all the. articles. of their treaty with 
Mexico, the President and all his ministers were 
pouring into the ears of the Mexican Envoy Extra- 
ordinary protestations of affection for -his. Govern 

t neutralityin: the Texan con- 
test; that this Govéernmént: was. destitute of good 
faith, and that the people in mass, with. the:excep- 
tion- of a minute. fraction, described as. belonging 
to the school of Washington and Madison, were 
necessarily ignorant; and, ‘having, every thing: ia 
their power, could ber blindly Jed..by dishonest, 
greedy, unprincipled, and, consequently, unbridled 
flaierers, wherever they. pleased. ‘The assertion 
that such a pamplet was not intended to offend the 
United States, isso extraordinary that it is to be 
hoped that the Mexican Government has-omitted to 
examine it. Such a declaration, in regard to its 
intention, cannot otherwise be rationally accounted 
for, unless it be supposed that that Government 
means to make this singular distinction, that a pro~- 
duction intended to impeach the character of a 
Government and people, for honor-and good faith, 
and to degrade them in the eyes of the world, was 
not intended ‘to offend. The argumentative denial 
of the act of sending this defamatory pamphlet. to 
foreign ministers, that the calumny against this 
Government and people might be made known to 
all the Governments with whom they hold diplo- 
matic intercourse, which has. been made for Mr. 
Gorostiza, amounts to this: that he did not send 


“copies to them at all, because he did not send them 


with an official explanation. He left them here 
te be used: they. were tsed—sent to foreign minis- 
ters. It is forthe Envoy Extraordinary to explain 
how they camethere. His:-Government, which has 
approved his conduct as conformable to its dignity 
and interests, is responsible to those-whose honor is 
invojved in the inquiry. The contents of the pam- 
phlet show, also, that the intention of it was. not 
velf-vindication. The responsibility of the author 
for the act-on which it is alleged he designed to. en- 
lighten his country, was to his. Government, and 
through it to the people of Mexico. His pamphlet 
is written for all places, and for all times; a part is 
specially for the meridian of the United States, ‘as 
will satisfactorily appear by a reference to its-con- 
tents. -But itis also said that it related to: past 
lransactions—-not secret, as some of the.correspond- 
ence Had been made public. A part-of the’ corre- 
spondence between the two Goyernments had. been 
published by the United States, In addition to the 


-residue of that correspondence; the pamphlet con- 


tains the Envoy’s extracts from the secret and con- 
fidential letters to his own Government, in which 
he calis in question the good; faith of the Govern- 
ment of the United States: His extraordinary mis- 
sion was terminated by thé act of: the Envoy, bat 
he was still in the enjoyment of his diplomatic: pri- 
vileges, and-the subject‘of whieh he wrote-was thea 
pending. with ‘his Gevernment,...A fier. his eT 
io whic! 


promised by the United S , and com 
plained. they“ were not received; which. explana- 
ti aving been delayed by accident, were sub- 
sequeiitly given to it. SES 

“The condect of this Extraordinary Envoy is also 


alleged to. have been conformable to diplomatic | 
“usage ; and two instances are brought forward to j 


sanction this allegation, assumed to exist in the 
history of the diplomacy of ‘the United States. It 
is ‘asserted in the note of Mr. Martinez that the 
Commissioners of the United States pnblished their 
correspondence pending the negotiation at-Ghent.. 
During @ war with Great Britain, the corresspon- 
dence of the Commissioners of Great Britain and 


the United States, who were negotiating terms of | 


peace, was published in Washington by the Go- 
vernment of the United States; there were no libels 
in jt upon Great Britain. The Commissioners of 
the United States never published any thing during 
the negotiation. at Ghent. : ý 

The Chargë d’Affaires of France published a 
letter-of instructions from the Duke de Broglie in 


some of the journals of the United States, in Eng- į 
lish. © The letter of the Duke de Broglie was not a | 


libel upon the Government of the United States; 


parties in this country. 
can’ Government has been imposed upon, and in- 
duced to assert that “ Mr. Secretary Forsyth wrote 
to Paris representing that this Government would 


-tion a few months before,” it is impossible to con: 
jecture. Tt is a sheer fabrication, which will be seen 


with astonishrnent by the Governments of Eng- | 
land and of France, to whom all the circumstances } 


of the transaction to which it relaies are as per- 


fectly well known as they are to the Government of | 


the United States. 


The relations of the United States and Mexico, | 
therefore, as they now stand, are these: The demand | 


of the United States for justice for past injuries 
has heen made inconformity with the treaty be- 


tween the two nations; but apparently no public com- | 
plaint. has. since been examined by the Mexican- 
Government, except the conduct of Mr. Gorostiza. | 


The printing and distribution of ‘his offensive pam- 
phlé is approved by his Government, and justified 
as conformable to what was required by its dignity 
and interests. _ l i 

: To the other demands of a public nature, existing 


at.the adjournment of the last annual session. of | 
Congress, after five months? delay, no answer has | Reape : et 
been given. On three cases of private claims pre- || Which have rendered the contest, not only 
sented for final answer, answers have been given. | 


The justice. of two of them is-denied, although one | 


of. them rests on a decree of the Mexican Govern- 


“ment, 


is not made. The Congress of Mexico, who have 


been considering the snbject for eight or ten years, 


Will be “‘iricited”’ to pass upon it, when they meet. 


Since the last session of Congress an embargo 

has been laid on American vessels in the ports of 

- Mexico. Althongh raised, no satisfaction has been 
made, or offered, for the resulting injuries. 


` Qur merchant vessels have been captured for dis- 


regarding a pretended blockade of Texas; vessels | 
and cargoes secretly proceeded against in the Mex- . 


ican tribunals, condemned and sold; the captains, 


been imprisoned and plundercd of their property 
and, after enduring insults and injuries, have bee 
released without remuneration or apology. Fo 
these acts no reparation has been promised, nor ex 
planations given, although satisfaction was, in gen 
eral terms, demanded in July last. 

From these facts a judgment may he formed o 
the value of the assurances that have been receive 
from the Mexican Government, and the probability 
of their ever being fulfilled. 

Copies of all the correspondence with the Mexi 
can Government, not heretofore made public, an 
serving to: elucidate the subject-of this report, ar 
herewith presented for consideration. 

JAH which ‘is respectfully submittted. 


crews, and passengers of the captured vessels eny] i 
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as . JOHN FORSYTH. | 


To the PRESIDENT or THE UNITRD STATES, 


__APPENDIX:TO THE 


Satisfac'ion for the one admitted to be just | 


Report of the Secretary of. War. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
. ; DEPARTMETT or WAR, 2? 
i e: ~ December 2, 1837. -$ 
; ‘Sir: In compliance with your instructions, ang in 
cenformity with established usage to present an- 
nuaily to you, for thé information of Congress, a 
statement of the transactions of this Department, 
together with such suggestions in relation to the. 
various subjects under its administration as the 
| public interests may seem to require, I have the 
honor to submit the following report. , i 
It will be seen by the statement of. the Com- 
manding General, that the principal part of the 
| regular. forces has been drawn from the posts onthe 
-frontiers and concentrated in Florida; and his ac- 
count of the, military transactions in that Territory 
will exhibit the progress of the war to the close 
of the last, and the events attending the commence- 
ment of the present, campaign. 


treaty, and the negotiations entered into with them 
to this effect, caused the cessation of hostilities at a 
period when they might have been carried on to 
advantage. . 


|; This measure on the part of the General com- 


but'its publication was considered improper bi ali i}. minding the army of the South, although produc- 
By what means the Mexi- i| iiy; of delay and increased expense, was. dictated 


‘| by humanity and a laudable desire to avoid, if 


| practicab'e, the necessity.of further enforcing, by 


5 : 3 : : i} arms, the execution of the treaty, and was approved 
not object to receive again, as a diplomatic agent,~|: 


the Chargé d’Affaires who had caused that publica-. 


by the Department. Nor can any just blame be 
attached to the conduct of that officer for keeping 
| his faith with the Indians, and rather suffering 
himself to be deceived by them than to violate his 
engagements ‘by securing the chiefs who had en- 
tered his camn and placed themselves in his power, 
under the pledge of receiving his protection, 

The enemy proved faithless, and the season for 
active operations passed away without any import 
ant results. Great expense was incurred in prepa- 
rations for the removal of the Indians, which their 
treachery rendered abortive; but the honor. of the 
Government, which is beyond all price, was pre- 
served; and it is satisfactory to know that there- 
newal of hostilities has only taken place after eve- 
ry effort had been tried in vain to persuade these 
deluded people to- submit peaceably. to the exeen- 
tion of the law. It is- unnecessary to recapitulate 
the circumstances which led to this war; they are 


i already well understood; but it may be importantto 


state the causes which have enabled an enemy, so 
‘inferior in number and resources, to bafle the ef- 
forts of the Government to subdue them, and 
só diso 
astvously protracted, but so very expensive. The 
theatre of war, remarkable for its natural difi- 
| culties, was entirely unknown to the commanding 
officers of our army. They were compelled to 
move their forces.with the utmost caution in the 
face of a bold, active, and wily foe, thoroughly ac- 
qua'nted with the passes of the rivers and morasses 
which intersect the country, and who hovered 
about their flanks; concentrating their numbers 
upon a point of attack, with unexampled rapidity, 
and flying from the open gronad with a swifiness 
that baffled the pursuit of the white man. The 


, difficulties of transportation, on which the success 


of all military operations must depend, always 
great, and, ın such a country, involving annsaal 
labor, expense, and delay, were in some cases in- 
surmountable. In several instances, when within 
reach of the enersy, our troops were compelled to 
fail back upon their magazines or baggage trains 
for supplies, and thus lose the Opportunity of 
striking an effective blow, because the subsist- 
ence stores could not be -brought up for their 
uses Wherever it-was possible, supplies were 
transported by water to pounts near the theatre 
of operations; but having to ascend rivers, steam- 
boats were necessarily empioye:!. at an enormous 
cost to the Government. From these. points the 
transportation became still more expensive, as well 
as difficult and dangerous; numerous and weil ape, 


dragged over pathless tracts of spongy pine barren, 
through almost impassable swamps, and across’ 
marshy rivers: temporary magazines to be built, 
and posts to be established in. the wilderazss,. to 
| which further supplies of provisions and forage 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


j! The proposals 
ti made by the Indians to submit tó the terms of th 


` so short a period of service as to render thei 


pointed escorts had to be furnished; wagons to to | 


- ble to contri 


Their peculiar sagacity in detecting the 
of their race, and their untiring” vigilance: and ac 
tivity'in the field, are the bést protection: against 
the ambuscades, night assaults, and surprises, which. 
constitute the warfare of these tribés, and are so. 
harrassing and destructive to our troops. ‘To the 
strong arms and brave hearts of our own men, we. 
may safely rely. for victory in action; but we must 
depend upon the Indian to detect the larking place, 
of the Indian, to trace him in his devious path and 


` rapid flight, to guard against his wily: approach, 


anid to discover his deadly presence at every. diffi- 
cult pass. For these reasons, the friendly Creeks 
were employed in the army of the South during the 
last cauipaian; bat, as it had been found necess ry 
lo detain their families at great expense until they 
vonid all be transported together io the Wesf; they 
were discharged, and are on their way to their new. 
homes. Before their departure, measures. were 


' taken to supply their place by engaging Indians of 


other tribes. In extending the necessary orders ia 
clerical érror was made, by which thé Ind : 
offered higher pay than the law allows to 
teers. The error was corrected ‘as soon. as, dis- 
covered; but as about two hundred men have been 
brought to Florida under the first instructions, T beg 
leave leave to suggest that ‘an appropriation ‘de. 
asked of Congress to enable the department to pre- 
serve iis faith with these Indians, which I yenture 
to hope will not be refused, Te ok 
Another cause of anusual expense is to be found 
‘in the character of the troops employed. At first 
they were drafted men ‘or volunigers engaged for. 


ployment not only expensive but inefti 3 and, 


wat S pe 
when they were engaged for a longer time, the in: 
experience of their staff officers oceasioned great 
and unnecessary expenditures, while the descrip- 
tion of force, chiefly mounted men, augmented 
very mach the cost of the campaign, "The remu- 
neration this irregular cavalry received from Go- 
vernment, merely for the use of their horses, 
amounted, in six months, toasum uearly, if hotquite 
eqnal to their real value. The Government: has 
had, besides, to'pay a large amount for horses that 
perished for want of forage, which the state of the 
country rendered it impracticable to transport. in 
sufficient’ quantities for the supply of ‘so: large’ 
body of cavalry. The irregular force thus em- 
ployeil in Florida daring the campaign of 1836 
amounted to about 10,000 men; one-hulf of which 
were cavalry, at an expense greatl, exceeding that 
of regular troops, aud by no means so- efficient. as 
one-half the number of that cescription of force. 
Notwithstanding the experience gained during 
the two list campaigns showed the great cost of 
employing volunteers, the department had noialter= 
native but to engage them agaiv, which the par 
triotic offers of the citizens fiom every part of the 
country enabled it todo. “Lhe satire -of ‘the. cli- 
mate of Florida requires that the active operations 
of the campaiga should be concentrated into a 
short period of time, and this can.only be eflected 
by bringing into the field a much greater number’ 
of troops than would otherwise be necessary. The 
regular force, although collected from every pomt, 
was deemed inadequate; and resort has been had 


-to militia in order tò make up, with the regulars, 


four columns, having each the component. parts.of 
an army sufficient to encounter the whole force of 

the enemy, and. destined to move'into the interior 

of the peninsula from distinct points of the @oast. 

Added to these means of offensive operations, the 

squadron.on that station may confidently be relied 
upen to scour the co2st and intercept all communi- 
cations from without, and in every way practica- 
te, by hs cooperation, ta the suos 
cess of the land forces. 


eed 


ce ae te 
25ra Cong 2n Sess. 


"Throughout the whole conduct of this war, the 
‘West India squadron has co-operated with the 
army in the most active and efficient manner, not 
only by promptly furnishing every aid which the 
appropriate duties of that branch of the service re- 
quired, but by the officers taking upon themselves 
the defence of posts on shore, and lending the aid 


of their professional: skill, in every situation in. 


which it could be usefully applied, with that per- 
severing courage, zeal, and ability which have, at 
all times, distinguished our gallant navy. ‘The re- 
venue-cutters, placed under the command of the 
commodore Of that squadron, have likewise ren- 
dered the most efficient service, under the direc- 
tion of that excellent officer. Part of the marine 
corps, which volunteered: its services in Florida, 
and distinguished itself during the last campaign, 
stilt’ remains there, and it is hoped that they may 
be permitted to continue their valuable’ services 
to the army of the south, until the close of the 


` War, : 


The events of this war, and the heavy expenses 
attending it, have shown the propriety, and even 
necessity, of increasing and organizing the staff, 
and of augmenting the army of the United States. 
Inthe last annual report from this department, 
this measure is strongly recommended, and the 
reasons for its adoption ably urged. T do not 
think, however, that the manner of augmenting 
the forces proposed by the bill which received the 
favorable action of one branch of the Legislature, 
ougat to be carried into effect. The organization 
of the army when it was reduced to the peace 
establishment, ought not ‘to be abandoned. It is 
fitted to render the greatest service in timeof peace, 
and to afford a basis for the augmentation of the 
éffective forces of the country so a much greater 
extent in time of war. This arrangement should 
not,.therefore, be disturbed, but the same system 
carried out in making new levies. © I would re- 
commend the addition of three regiments of infan- 
try, and that the companies both of artillery and 
infantry should be increased to sixty-four rank 
and file, with authority vested in the President to 
augment iheir nnmber, not to exceed one hundred 
men, Whenever the exigencies of the country may 
yequire it, ‘This would secure all ihe advantages 
of the present peace establishment, and enable the 
Executive, on any sudden emergency, tu place the 
army on a respectable footing of defence. 

Sound poliey and an enlightened economy 
equally require that every department of the stall 
pf ihe army should be augmented. A properly 
organized staff would have rendered the conduct of 
the war ha wbich we have lately. been engaged 
both more efu tive and more economical. As the 
army is now constituted, oficers are drawn off for 
staf dutics, tothe great injury of the service of the 
line; aud these duties are by no means so well per- 
forined as they would- be by officers properly in- 
structed and entirely devoted to them. The pre- 
sent organization does not give to regiments or 
companies any supernumerary officers They are 
no more than the performance of the various duties 
of their military command actually requires, and to 
reduce the number must weaken the army, render 
it irregular and inefficient in its operations, and 
greatly impair its discipline. Such, however, is 
the present defective slate of every branch of the 
staff, that all are supplied from. subalterns of the 
line. The department of the Quartermaster Gene- 
ral, the Commissary General, the Engineers, the 
Ordnance, the Paymaster General, and the Topo- 


gtaphical corps, are all compelled to make drafts 


from the line of the army for the performance of 
their indispensable duties; and the returns of the 
Adjutant General’s Office, of the regiments in the 
field during the last campaigns in Alabama and 
Florida, exhibit a lamentable deficiency of officers to 
fuifil the duties properly belonging to them. 

Tie Gnartermaster’s Department requires not 
only some enlargement, but the addition of higher 
grades, to render jt adequate to the duties required 
of it. The functions of this branch of the staff, 
comprising, as they do, the quartering, supplying, 
and moving the army, with all its stores, and the 


“execution of various objects of national improve- 


-inént, ‘ae important at all times; but they become 
“peealiatly so in seasons of active operations, like 
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the present, when large bodies: of irregular troops 


are necessarily called into service to aid our limited 4 


reguiar force. 


The deticiency in the number of officers provided ; 
for this service has been:sensibly felt from the com-- 


mencement of our late’ border disturbances, and 


especially during the past seasunyand with respect.’ 
to higher grades than those -now authorized; expe- 


rience has clearly shown the necessity of some 


clothed with the adequate ranks’ to-enable them: to” 
- take the charge of femote districts, and supervise 


the expenditure, and direct and control-the compli- 
cated operations of the department in the field. Jt 
is certain that there can be no efleetive military 
operations, without a high degree of efficiency in 
that branch of the staff which is to move and sup- 
ply the army. _ I would, therefore, recommend the 


‘addition of some officers: of rank, with a limited 


number. of that subordinate but useful class of 
agents, forage, wagon, and barrack-masters. 

The department of the Adjutant General is en- 
tirely inadequate to perform its appropriate duties, 
even to our small army, and I respectfully’ recom- 
mend that it be enlarged so as to supply assistant 
adjatants: general to each division and department 
of the army. 

Since the establishment of the Commissariat of 
Subsistence, great regularity and economy have 
been introduced in furnishing the supplies of the 
arny; but, inorder to render’ it more complete. 
aud to ennble it to perform all the duties assigned 
to it, in the most economical and eflicient manner, 
I recommend an addition to the present establish- 
ment of-at least four officers. 

I would recommend an immediate increase of 
the corps of topographical engineers. The exten- 
sive range of duties which have of late years de- 
volved. upon this corps, renders its increase a mal- 
ter of necessity as well as of economy. It is 
physically impracticable, as the corps is now con- 
stituted, te obey the injunctions of Congress. Im- 
portant surveys are neglected; works of improve- 
ment are slowly and imperfectly carried on, and 
the expectations of the country disappointed, 

By a reference to the statements of the officer at 
the head of that branch of the service, il will be 
seen thal the entire corps consists but of ten otti- 
cers, aud to these it has been fonnd necessary to 
add, during the present year, about thirty indivi- 
duals, employed as civil engineers, at compensa- 
tions greater than are allowed to mililary engincers; 
“thus making the entire cost of this branch of ser- 
vice much greater than it would be in the form of 
a properly organized corps. In addition to this 
consideration, discipline and a proper subordina- 
tion cannot be introduced in a mixed service, where 
the smaller part only ts subject to the rales and ar- 
ticles of war, the grealer being entirely exempt, 
and without those positive distinctions of awhority 
and of rank, upon which discipline so eminently 
depends, . 

The duties of this corps require the combined 
knowledge of the military and civil engineers, 
Their military duties consist in sarveys for the de- 
fence of the frontier, inland and Atlantic, and of 
positions for forufications; in veconnoisances of 
the country through which an army bas to pass, or 
in which it has to operate; the examination of all 
routes of communication by land or water, both 
for supplies and for miliary movements; the con- 
struction of miliary bridges; the position and erec- 
tion of feld works; the defences of eneampments, 
fords, ferries and bridges. For these purposes, to- 
pographical engineers should always accompany 
armies in the field, snd without their aid the orga- 
nization of a staff is detective and. incomplete. 
Their civil employment, in the survey of the coast, 
rivers, harbors, bays, and water courses, in order 
to their being improved for commercial aud 
other purposes, and in superintending the varions 
works for these improvements; in surveys of roads 


and canals under tne law of the 30th of Aprit,. 
1824; and in conducting all civil constructions con-. 


nected with the commerce of the country, and such 
international communications as Congress may di- 
rect. This brief recapitulation of the various mi- 
litary and civil duties of the corps, clearly points 
out the necessity of its complete organization, and 


indicates the propriety of attaching it to the gene- 


| Simple ennmer: 


“palstagé ol arn 


| cers to-aid in ihe cons oft 
inthe several States, the “deseription of talent and 
knowledge which they possessed was uncommon 


works, ‘both civil and milila 
properly belongs to: this: branch of th 
meration of ihe functions of the Quar- 
termaster Ge ow that ihe duties of his 
office cannot -be performed without” the 
of the officers: of the topographical corps. y 
are to insure an efficient system of supply, and - to 
give facility and efféct to the movements and ope-_ 
rations ofthe army, which cannot be accomplished 
without a thorough knowledge of the topography 
of the country... Ti is his duty, likewise, to select 
sites for encampmients, and to: assign. to the dife- 
rent corps the ground “they are to.occupy—a duty 
which requires the aid of. topographical engineers; 
as does the superintendence of the works at the se- 
veral posts; the construction of ‘military roads; the 
acquisition of such. knowledge as the department is 
expeeted to possess With regard to the military re- 
sources of the country; the means and facilities of 
transportation; the state of the: frontiers, with: the 
most eligible points for concenttating troops and 
collecting supplies; whether in ‘relation to offensive 
or defensive operations. This information cannot 
be obtained without the active ’co-operation of the 
topographical corps. ee meas S 
© [cannot dismiss this subject whhout ,adverting 
to the opinion of my predecessor, in relation to: the 
employment of the topographical engineers of -the 
army “by States and -incdrporatéd: companies, fin 
which F fully concur. -Ata period when it became 
a practice of the Government to‘permil these offi- 
struction of the’public works 


in our country, and works of great public utility 


. would have been suspended or abandoned alto- 


gether, if this permission had been withheld. A 
different state of things now exists. The demand 
for civil engineers has created them, and not only 
is it no longer necessary to aid States and compa- 
nies by lending them officers of the army, but in 
doing so an act of injustice is committed toward 
the civil engineers of the country. There can be 
no doubt that the practice impairs, very sensibly, 
the cfliciency of the corps asa branch of the army, 
and deprives the Government of their services for 
military surveys, and the erection and superintend- 
ence of works of national utility. ‘he,contmander 
of the army of the south says emphatically, iina 
late communication to the Adjutant General, “‘Elad 
the topographical engineers beeh employed in-their 
appropriate duties in Florida only one year of the 
sixteen since we have obtained possession of the: 
country, from two to” three millions of dollars 
might have been saved in the expendilures of the 
war’ The ignorance. of the topography of the 
country, here complained of, exists with regard to 
other important regions of our country, which will, 
probably, sooner or later, become: the theatres of 
war; and I earnestly hope the. Department will 
have jt in its power lo remedy this defect, by con- 
fining the members of the corps to their appropriate 
duties of examining and surveying the country for 
the parposes of national improvements, and nation- 
al defence, and superimtending the erection of na- 
tional works, ; ka 
Having stated the increase which appears to. me 
indispensably necessary to render the several parts 
of the general staff .of the army effective, it: he- 
comes my duty to submit to your consideration- the 
defects of the. present system, and:to suggest abet- 
fer organization of this most useful and important 
branch of the service. On examing: the functions 
of each of the separate divisions, it willbe seen 
that in the moving and subsisting. the army; pro- 
viding for clothing and supplies, including trans- 
portation, barracks, camp equipage, ahd’ all things 
necessary for the health, comfort, and éfficiency of 
the troops, the duties of every branch of the gene- 
ral staff are so connected and dependent. upon 
each other, that the best planned measures may be 
defeated by the. failure or neglectof any. one of 
them; notwithstanding whieh, they are distinct ho- 
dies, entirely independent of cach other, diferently 
organized, governed -by -different regulations, and, 
although purely military in their functions, depend- 
ing only upon the civil authority at the head of the 
Department of War. “Such an ‘arrangement ig 
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plex, and incompatible with the uniformity and 
bordination which ought to distinguish the orsa 
nization of every branch of the military service. _- 
recommended, therefore, that there be created a 


staff corps, to consist of ong brigadier general, | 


-chief of the staff; sıx colonels, six liettenantcolo- 
nels, eight majors, twenty captains, and twenty 
first lieutenants, who shall exercise all the func- 
tions, and perform all the duties at present exer- 
eised and performed. by the Quartermaster General, 
Adjutant General, Inspectors General, Commissary 
General of Subsistence, and their assistants, and 
also by the topographical engineers and assistant 
topographical engineers; and that the Commissa- 
riat of Purchases, and the medical staff of the 
army, be attached to the said staff corps; thus unit- 
ing under one head a: homogenous body sufficiently 
numerous to ensure promotion within itself, create 
an esprit de corps, excite emulation, and keep alive 
hope. 
secures uniformity and efficiency to the cperations 
of the staff, is entirely compatible with its present 
division into separate bureaus, and will not disturb 
the existing relations uf the present officers of the 
corps with the branch to which they are now at- 
tached. 
This increase of the rank and fiile and staff of 
the army here recomended, by which its efficiency 
wonld be greatly augmented, and its administration 
rendered much more economical, has become ne- 
cessary, independently of the causes assigned, from 
our greatly extended frontier, from the number 
and description of our maritime fortresses, and 
from the large body of Indians which the humane 
and enlightened policy pursued by the Government 
towards that people has concentrated upon our 
western borders. When, in 1821, the army was 
reduced to 6,127 men, the extent of our frontier 
did not exceed 6,373 miles, along the inland por- 
tion of which the Indian tribes were sparsely scat- 
tered, a large proportion of their numbers being 
within the States, and rendered harmless by the 
surrounding white population; and the maritime 
frontier was occupied by a few inconsiderable forts. 
Since that period, its extent has been increased, by 
the acquisition of Florida and other causes, to 
8,500 miles, most of our principal harbors and bays 
have been fortified by extensive works, and the In- 
dians concentrated upan the western line so as. to 
presenta front of not’ less than 45,000 warriors. 
The protection due by the Government to the in- 
habitants of this extensive and exposed portion of 
our country would require a much larger force than 
is here proposed, if their safety were made tode- 
pend entirely upon the regular army; and I would 
respectfully recommend the construction of a chain 
of permanent fortresses along that line, anda com- 
petent organization of the militia of the frontier 
Stales, as important and necessary .auxiliavies for 
this purpose. Ifany danger is to be apprehended 
from an army of fifteen thousand men, scattered 
along a frontier of more than 8,000 miles, and com- 
manded by officers educated to reverence the laws 
and cherish the freedom of their country, itis efec- 
tually to be guarded against by a proper organiza- 
tion of the militia. "heir aggregate force now 1s lit- 
tle short of a million and a half of men, and what- 
cver may be their efliciency against a foreign ene- 
my, they may always be relied upon when the lib- 
erties of the country are assailed. P 
That the necessity of this measure may be fully 
understood, I have annexed statements, furnished 
by the Chief Engineer, exhibiting the number and 
names of the different fortifications completed and 
under construction, and the full armament and 
amount of force which each requires to arm and 
garrison it; of the works projected by the Board 
of Engineers, but which are not yet commenced ; 
and for the prominent points along the sea frontier 
which require protection, and for which no plans 
_ or projects have yet been made; and a list of the 
posts Gn the inland frontier of- the United States, 
With a notice of the garrisons deemed necessary for 
them in time of ‘peace, and to preserve peace, fur- 
nished by the acting quartermaster general. 
“ The measutés-of defence For the border settle- 
Ments, which the policy of the: Government towards 
~ the Indians has rendered it their imperative duty to 
adopt, have engaged: the. añxi j 
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This organization, at ihe same time that it’ 


xious: consideration of . 
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this Department, and the matter wili be fully treat- 
ed, in answer to a ca 
on that subject. - p ; 


The report of the Chief Engineer, which is here- | 
with submitted, contains a summary of. the nume- : 
rous and important works ander the superiftend- | 
It is manifest, -4 


ence of this branch of the service. 
from a review of this document, that some further 
increase of this corps is rendered necessary, from 
the great accumulation of the publie works con- 
fided to its charge. But the high order of talent, 
united to great acquirements, which have hitherto 
distinguished this corps, and which are required in 
the discharge of duties involving not only large ex- 
penditures, but, in many cases, the safety and ho- 
nor of the country, demand that this sheald be done 
with the utmost caution. 
the greatest aptitude for such studies, and who, in 
their progress through the military academy, dis- 
tinguished themselves above their fellows. and are 
deemed worthy to enter this corps by those who 
are appoinied by Government to decide the relative 
merit of the candidates, ought alone:to be added to 
it; nor should th -y be placed in charge of any work 


until they have been at least two. years assistants to” 


some older and more experienced officer. It is due 
to this corps to say that their pay and emoluments 
are insufficient for their support. Performing du- 
ties that require the exercise of talents and attain- 
ments which, in civil life; command the highest 
rate of remuneration, and in a manner honorable 
to themselves and useful to the country, they re- 
ceive a less amount of pay than. any other branch 
of ihe service. I beg leave, therefore, respectfully 
to recommend that the officers of this corps be 
placed ou the same footmg as those of the cavalry 
of the United States. A proper regard to the inte- 
rests of this branch of the public service induces 
me to recommend the appointment of an inspector 
of fortifications, with the rank of colonel, whose 
daty it shall be, under the orders of the Chief En- 
gineer, to make regular and systematic inspections 
of all the fortifications and public works under the 
superintendence of that officer. anne 

- T'he very important work of deepening the chan- 
nel at the mouth of the Mississippi has not yet 
been commenced. Three plans were submitted by 
Captain Chase, of the engineers, who was entrusted 
with the necessary examinations; first, by deepen- 
ing one or more’ passes by dredging; second, by 
closing all but one pass where they leave the trunk 
of the river; and thirdly, by cutting a ship channel 
from the river. The Engineer Department sug- 
gested the propriety of adopting the first plan, as 
the least costly and the soonest executed ; and pre- 
parations were made, and ail things im readiness, 
to commence the work by the middle of December. 
In consequence, however, of representations re- 
ceived by the department from the New Orleans 
Chamber of Commerce, the whole. matter was sub- 


| mitted to a Board of Engineers, consisting of Col. 
Totten, Col. Thayer, anid Capt. Chase, who have - 


required farther preliminary surveys, in order to 
enable them to form a correct opinion as to the 
character of the works most likely to be successful 
in improving the navigation of the mouths of this 
river; a request which, considering the very im- 
portant nature of the works, and theit bearing upon 
the commerce of the whole valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and its tributaries, has been acceded to by 
the department. 

The operations on the great raft, in the Red 
river, closed on the 25th of May, for want of 
funds, with the exception of one. boat, which 
worked anul the end of June. 

During the seasun, twelve miles and a half of 
this dense mass of wood, comprising the remaining 
portion of what is styled the Oid Rafts, hare been 
removed. ‘The part now remaining, being four 
hundred and foriy yards in length, was formed by 
the freshet of 1836, and is by no means so dense or 
diificult lò remove and the timber of this portion 
of it will be employed to stop up the enly bayou 
which now remains to be closed. It is estimated 
that the cost of completing the operation, which 
will effectually open the navigation of this river 


“thronghout ifs whole course, will amonntto fifty _ 


thousand dollars. If the appropriation be made 


early ia the next session, the work may be com- | 


i of Congress for information ‘|]-must-lie over: uati the autamasof 


drift. timber, which mast necessarily tale 


The youth who exhibit - 


| to Jand batteries within reasonable distance. 
‘works intended to protect this front were com- 
;: menced, and a large body of earth collected to 


pleted, or nearly. so, -by»May next;oth 


serious injury of the -imereasing» populatio 
valley of the ‘river, and ‘tothe great detri 
the. work itself, from the coastant aceumulati 


until there-is.a. free ‘current: in-the river, df the, 
work be delayed, the superintendent estimates that. 
the increased expense, .from thiseause alone; will, 
amount-to twenty thousand dolars: == x: Coss 

The act of the 24 of. July,-1836,..whichappro- 
priates $100,000 far surveying ‘and openinig<a.mili- 
tary road along the western frontier, imposes on 
the President the duty of selecting. situations -pear 
it for the military posts which, in his opinion,-ma} 
be most proper for the protection of. the frontier, 
and for the preservation of ‘the necessary commu- 
nications.. On taking up this subject for conside- 
ration, it appeared manifest’ that. the. conditions.of 
defence, which it is supposed Congress had in-view 
in making this appropriation, could not be fulfilled, 
if the road were surveyed and. opened before the 
sites for the permanent military stations were deter- 
mined upon ;. as without a knowledge of their ulti- 
mate position, the road might not approach them 
sufficiently nearto afford “the necessary commu- 
nications” contemplated by the act. ; 

The selection of these sites has to be made without 
regard to lateral communications, but with a view 
to the tribes in front, and to the facility of approach 
from the rear. Iam also of opinion that the con- 
templated communications, in.reference-to. the se~ 
curity of the fortresses and the protection of ‘the 
borders, ought to be perpendicular tothe line ‘of 
defence, and not lateral... Sith ae EKE 

Parties are now making the required examina- 
tions, and as soon as they are completed, and the 
sites for permanent posts determined upon, the sur- 
vey and works. for opening the road designated by 
Congress will be con:menced, unless, upon a re- 
view,of the subject, thay may think proper to adopt 
the plan of defence for the western frontier which, 
as has been before observed, will be presented 
to them in accordance with a resolution ofthe Se- 


nate to that effect. ~- siah Ae 
The state of Charleston harbor demanded and 
received the early attention of the Départment. . It 
was fepresented that Sullivan’s island was being 
washed away, and the channels which form the en- 
trance of the harbor, filling up with the sand from 
its beach. By direction of the Engineer Depart- 
ment, a minute examination of the situation of the 
island was made in June last, by Lieutenant 
Mansfield, who submitted a plan for its protection 
against the encroachments of the sea, that was ap- 
proved by this Department. A 
It is stated in the report of the engineer, that the 
the island and southwestern peninsula will be en- 
tirely. carried. away by the action of the .currents 
and storms, unless timely measures be adopted to 
atrest the progress of destruction; that this island 
shelters the port of. Charleston from the fury of the 
northeastern storms; and that its destruction would. 
exposé the harbor to the violent gales of the autum 
nal equinox, by leaving it open from northeast to: 
southeast, besides the probability of lessening the. 
depth of water on the bars. ~~ 
Independently of the necessity of ‘the proposed- 
works for the preservation of the. port, ‘they’ are 
essential for its defence. The island’ forms: the 
site of Fort Moultrie, which checked the approach 
of the British squadron, during the Revolutionary 
war, and now constitutes, in conjunction: with Fert 
Sumter, the- only defence of this important harbor. 
These considerations induce me to:recommend that 
an appropriation be asked. of Congress to` com- 
mence these works without delay. Ber tes 
itis my duty to call your-attention to the present 
state of the works for the protection.of. the: waters 
of the Chesapeake. . Fort Monroe“ will~require 
farther repairs and niw works to render dt “even 
defensible. One. front of the -fort:is* peculiarly 
liable to attack, for it is more exposito a epupi de 
main than any olher, and is at the same time the 
oaly fränt liable to siege, and the-only one exposed 
The 


complete them, and so arranged as, in some mea- 
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sure, to shelter the vital parts until. the whole 
should be completed. From some misunderstand- 
ing, without the knowledge or participation of the 
Engineer Department, this mound was levelled. 
Earth has also been placed upon the parapet wall. 
These operations have proved injurious to the 
works, and immediate measures must be taken to 
repair the evils they have produced. In- loading 
the parapet it was found that the masonry was not 
sufficiently dry and consolidated to bear the pres- 
sure of the great superincumbent weight; and al- 
though, from their original strength and solidity, 
the walls have not yet sustained any material in- 
jury, stù) it is of a nature to call for prompt re- 
pairs. I recommend, therefore, that proper mea- 
sures to protect this fort from & coup de main, to 
which itis now sv evidently exposed as to invite 
attack, be adopted without delay, together with the 
necessary repairs to strengthen the existing works. 
From an examination of the state of the works at 
the Rip Raps, it appears that the subsidence of the 
artificial foundation of stone, on which it is in- 
tended to erect Fort Calhoun, has not yet entirely 
ceased; and orders have been given to replace the 
mass of inaterials, ‘collected for the completion of 
the fort, upon the arches, in such a manner as to 
render the subsidence uniform; and when this is 
done it will be prudent to leave it there for some 
time longer before recommencing the works. 

The great difficulty which has been experienced 
in fixing upon a suitable >ite for the new fort 
ordered to be constructed on or near the Arkansas 
frontier, and in determining its precise position, 
has occasioned unusual and nnexpected delay in 
the. commencement of the work. The commis- 
sioners appointed. to make the selection, by my 
predecessor, being military men, fixed upon a site 
with a single eye to its military properties; whereas, 
it is believed to have been the intention of Congress 
to erect a fortress which should serve as a refuge 
for the border settlers, who are exposed, from their 
situation, to the hostile incursions of the Indians; 
and it became necessary to direct a subsequent 
examiiiation, in order to meetthat object. A beard 
of competent officers was accordingly appointed, 
and proceeded in the execution of this duty. Their 
report may be looked for daily, and the work will 
be commenced as soon as the situation is fixed upon 
by the Department. 

From a variety of causes, not necessary to rc- 
capitulate here, but chiefly from a _dixpwed title, 
which has been only recently decided by the courts, 
the land on which Fort Delaware is situated has 
not yet been acquired by the Government, The 
Pea Patch island might have been purchased when 
the fort was projected for comparatively a small 
suin, and, since the commencement of ils construc- 
tion, was offered to the United States for a slightly 
advanced price. Since the decrée in their favor, 
ofé hundred thousand dollars, with interest from 
that date, are asked for it by the proprietors, and it 
remains to be decided whether this large sum shall 
be paid for the land, or the works be abandoned. 

The importance of having a fort upon this 
island, in order to protect the harbor of Phila- 
delphia, has been recognised by every board of 
military engineers that have examined the sub- 
ject. It is the lowest point: at which, in connec- 
tion with works upon the main land, Philadelphia 
is ‘defensible; and, while it covers that harbor, 
Chester, and Newcastle, prevents an enemy from 
fitdtng ‘shelter in Delaware bay, secures the de- 
bouche of an important link in the great inland 
chain of watepcommiunication—the Delaware and 

Chesapeake canal, and covers the extensive pow- 
dér manufactories near Wilmington. For these 
reasons, it is important the United States should 
possess it; but whether it is to be acquired at the 
ptice now asked for it, or after an equitable ap- 
praisement of its real value, is a subject to be de- 
cided by the wisdom of Congress. In the mean 
time, the works in progress there will render its 
abanddnment more costly hereafter, and may en- 
hance still further the value of the island. An ear- 
ly: deeision is therefore highly desirable. 

‘The: ordnance corps, organized in 1832, requires 

"largement, in order to render it efficient. 
‘At present, thére is notan officer to superintend 
wh arsenal and it appear: to “me that the public 
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interest wili be promoted by the addition of two 
majors and ten first lieutenants. But, above al); 
this branch of the service demands the creation, 
by law, of a mixed board of artillery and ordnance, 
to be composed of officers of rank and experience, 
to digest a general system of ordnance and small 
arms for the use of the United States. Similar 
boards have been. formed, from time to time, by 
regulations of the War Department; but expe- 
rience proves the necessity of some legal enact- 
ment, to ensure the due- performance of this im+ 
portant duty; for up. to this ‘time there exists no 
general system, such as I propose, and such as is 
absolutely necessary to place this branch of the 
service on a level with that of othe: countries, and 
preserve it there. : 
Doubts. having been entertained by my prede- 
cessor in office of the power of the Department to 
enter into contracts for supplies of cannon and 
arms, without previous advertisement, it has be- 
come the practice of the ordinance office to make 
informal arrangements with the proprietors of 
foundries and manufactories of arms, to receive a 
certain amount of cannon and muskets on inspec- 
lion at a settled price; an engagement equally 
binding as a written contract on the part of the 
Department, but uncertain in its obligation upon 
the manufacturer. The former method of con- 
tracting for limited periods, is, in every respect, 
preferable. These establishments require expen- 
sive preparations, and having no other market 
than that afforded by the demand of Government, 
ought to have some assurance of the articles they 
may manufacture being taken off their hands. A’ 
contract fora limited period gives this assurance, 
enabling them to secure the most competent work- 
mea, and encouraging them to render their machi- 
nery as perfect as possible: A recent opinion of 
the Attorney General declares this“method to be 
legal, and it will be followed in future unless pro- 
hibited by legislative enactment. The existence of 
our own armories enables the Government to esta- 
blish a standard of comparison ‘to which the pri- 
vate manufacturers are compelled to conform, and 
secures the acquisition of good arms at equitable 
prices. With the same view, the establishment of 
a national foundry has been frequently urged, and 
I beg leave, respectfully, to repeat the recommen- 
dation. It is not intended that this establishment 
should, at once, furnish the amount of cannon and 
projectiles required; but jt would enable the Ord- 
nance Department to make the necessary trials 
and experiments, so. as to determine the proper 
mixture of metals to combine the greatest strength 
with thé greatest lightness, and produce the most 
perfect models. This would secure, at all timés, a 
sufficient ‘supply of the best arms at fair prices. 
Intending to submit a plan by which the easting of 
cannon and projectiles and the manufactory of 
gunpowder shall be placed under the supervision 
of a joint board of the united service of army and 
navy, the proposed establishment will, if adopted, 
be made useful fo both branches of the service. 
The erection of a manufactory of smajl arms 
west of the Alleghany mountains cannot be too 
strongly recommended. The transportation of the 
armament required by the western portion of our 
Union is very expensive and ought to be avoided. 
It appears to me that the establishment best suit- 
ed for that country is one for finishing, polishing, 
and putting together, the several parts of the mas- 
kets, to be made by individuals artisans, after 
models furnished them by the superintendent, and 
reecived on inspection. In this manner the works 
can be curtailed or extended to any amount that 
may be required without inconvenience, and this 
description of manufacture become familiar to a 
large class of mechanics. The buildings and fix- 
tures, suitable for this purpose, would be much less 
expensive than those of the present national armo- 
ries, and, unlike them, the number of arms fabri- 
cated might be increased tenfold without requiring 
any addition to the original establishment. ‘This: 
armory might embrace the manufacture and in- 
spection of rifles for the supply of the friendly In- 
dians, of whic) numbers are now purchased an- 
nually. i ; 
Disputes. have arisen with persons who with- 
hold the rent lead due by them to the United States, 


consideration a this subject, I think itiny duty to 
state that, id my opinion, the reservations of the’ 
lands In the lead region, and the plan now-pursged 
of ‘collecting rent on their produce for the use 
of Government, whatever may. have been its. för- 
mer advantages, is now prejudicial to`that portion 
of the country where. they are situated, and” injuri- 
ous to the interests it was intended to’ foster.” Indi- 
viduals will not engage in. extensive, ‘systematic, 
and- costly: works, such as are required in mining 
operations, without some better, security. than a 
mere license for smelting ore. ` Nothing more is 
done, therefore, than to scarify the surface of the 
earth, and the mine is given up ata time when it 
yields most ore, because its further extraction would 


` require an outlay not justified by the tenure of the 


land. The miner then removes to another spot,- 
where the same process is followed, and the whole 
region is dotted over with these imperfect and aban- 
doned works. Wheréas, if these lands were brought 
into market, to he sold at moderate prices, in small 
tracts, to those who will actually settle there and 
work the mines, they might be purchased by enter- 
prising and industrious individuals, who would 
erect permanent works, develop fully the mineral 
resources of that region, and render iron and lead 
so abundant and -cheap,. that Gdovernment would 
be benefitted by the reduction in the price there of 
articles of which it is so large a consumer, as well 
asby the general improvement of that’ portion” of 
the country. © For these reasons, it appears expe- 


dient that anthority be asked of Congress to dispose 


of these lands ; and also’of all ore banks and lands 


` containing minerals, of any description whatsoever, 


ander the control of the. War Department. °° 
The acesmmpanying report of the Cominissioner 
of Indian Affairs contains a full and lucid state- 
mentof the various and important matters under 
the control of that office. The ccmplicated and 
arduous duties of that branch of the War Depart- 
ment have been performed in a manner highly cre- 
ditable to the officers vharged with their execution. 
But there are some important subjects connected’ 
with these duties which require the early attention 
of Congress. The Commissiouer represents “ that 
the present system of disbursing, through the 
agency of military officers, has. proved. inconve- 
nient, in consequence of their frequent transfer to 
other dities;” and it is, in” my épinion; liable to 
still stronger objections, as it imposes upon ‘these 
oflicers duties foreign to their profession, and of 
great responsibility, abstracts them from their regi- 
ments, and, not anfrequently, unfits them to return 
to them.. I would recommend that this method of 
disbursing these funds be abandoned, and a suffi- 
cient number of civil agents be appointed, so’ that 
disbursements may be made by persons giving bond 
for the faithful discharge of their ‘duties. I concur 
with the Commissioner in the propriety of provid- 
ing by law for the more liberal compensation of 
agents and interpreters. On their faithful execution 
of the trusts reposed in them depends the success of 
all sur efforts to civilize the tribes and maintain the 
peace of the frontiers; and the price now paid for 
such important services is not equivalent to that re- 
ceived by the same clasgof persons in the employ- 
ment of trading companies, whose interests are’ not, 
I am sorry to say, identical with those of the Go- 
vernment, and whose conduct too frequently coun- 
teracts the humane policy of the United States to- 
wards the Indians. ee 
In accordance with the opinion of the Commis- 
sioner, I would recommend the passage ofa law 
by which all sums aceruing on moneys invested for 
the use of the several Indian tribes be deposited in 
the Treasury, to be drawn out upon the requisitions 
of this department, in the usual:form; and. further, 
that the whole business connected with the invest- 
ment of the funds, for the interest of the Indians, 
and the management thereof, bë transferred from 


this department to that of the Treasury, to which it 


properly belongs. : 

Intelligence was received at this Department early” 
in the spring, that the Indians were in an unquiet- 
state on our northwestern frontier, and. appre-~ 
hensions were. expréssed. that the Hostile feelings 


which existed between the Sioux “and” the” 
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-ahd Foxes, might endanger the peace of our border 
“getdements. Sensible of the weakness of our forces 
in that quarter, having been compelled, from the 
State of our arty, to strip both the inland and 
mnaritime frontiers of their garrisons to supply the | 
army of Florida with a sufficient regular force, 
Gt was deemed most prudent to bring down to the 
seat of Government the principal chiefs of those 
warlike tribes. It is believed to be important to 
exhibit.to those people the strength of the nation 
with which they would have to contend in ven- 
turing to attack our defenceless borders, and at the 
same time to impress upon them the advantages 
which flow from civilization. With several of 
these tribes it was made our duty to treat; and it 
would have been in a high degree imprudent, in the 
excited state of feeling which existed among them, | 
to assemble Jarge bodies in the neighborhood of 
our ungarrisoned posts, thereby exposing our ut- 
most weakness at a period when it was important 
to display our utmost strength. The superintend- 
ents were therefore instructed to invite them to 
send deputations of their chiefs to Washington; 
and on their arrival here, treaties were negotiated 
with several of the tribes, by which large tracts of 
land have been purchased, and the object so much 
desired by Government, to extinguish the title to 
all the Indian land east of the Mississippi, nearly 
accomplished. ‘The Siovx of the Mississippi have 
ceded their pos sessions east of that stream, together 
with all the islands belonging to them, and are 
to remove to the western shore. The Winneba- 
goes have at length agreed to dispose of their lands 
in East Wisconsin, and retire to the neutral ground 
on the west of the river. Jt is probable that their 
sojourn there will be temporary, and therefore a 

“portion only of the neutral ground has been allot- 
ted to them, with permission to hunt upon the re- | 
mainder. The interests of the country appear to | 
require the existence of a line of frontier States be- 
tween the Mississippi and the Missouri, and the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to all the land east 
of the Missouri, to the 43° of north latitude, would 
effect that object. With. that view the Winneba- 
goes would have been at once removed south of 
the Missouri, had the country been previously ex- 
plored, and a tract of. land of sufficient extent” set 
apart for their future permanent residence. The 
situation of that tribe, fast sinking under the de- 
grading influences which surround them, and press- 
ed upon by the whites, renders it a measure of 
homanity to remove them promptly across the Mis- į 
sissippi; but they were givea to understand that 
they were not to consider the neutral gronnd as 
their permanent home. A treaty, likewise, has 
been negotiated by. Governor Dodge, wilh the 
Chippewas, by which that tribe ceded a large tract 
of country east of the Mississippi, and have 
agreed to retire to lands west.of that river. 

"A mistake had been committed by the surveyors 
of the United Staies, in determining the boundary 
line of the land ceded tw the Government by the 
confederated tribes of the Sacs and Foxes by 
the treaty of September, 1832, and it was imine- ; 
diately determined to do justice to the Tadian pro- | 


portion of country, which was already settled and | 

impreved; and whatever may be the ultimate 

policy the Governinent may think proper to. adopt | 

towards the settlers who improve new and unoccu- 
pied lands, in order to acquire a title to -them | 

. by future purchase, the Department is of opinion 
that, so Jong as custom and the practice of Go- 
vernment sanction their acquiring rights by such 
means, their claims ought to be respected, and 
therefore entered into negotiation with the Sacs and 
Foxes to extinguish their title to this sirip of | 
country; in doing so, it is deemed expedient to 
establish a. line that will no longer be subject to 
doubt or dispute. ; 

In this treaty, as in all the Indian treaties con- | 
cluded at Washington; regard has.been paid to the 
permanent, benefit of the severa: tribes. Provision 
is made for the establishment of schools, as well as | 
for instructing the people in the arts of husbandry, | 
and for the investment of the purchase money 
goas ta secure to the Indians. a perpetual rent, a | 
portion of which is to be- applied in such manner as | 


! 
| 
prietors of the soil, and correct the mistake. The | 
true line, however, would have excluded a fine | 


of War. 


ee on 


you may deein most useful and beneficial to them. 

~Much more remains to be done, in order to in- 
sure’ the faithful application ef the funds destined 
for the support anl comfortof the Indians. It now 
appears that their annuities really go into the 
coffers of the traders, in payment of debts incurred, 
ina great measure, by the idle and dissolute, but 


which are charged to the whole nation, and paid - 


out of the common fund. The effect of such an 
arrangement is obvious. [t encourages the vicious, 
and deprives the industrious of all incentive to ex- 
ertion. The whole of this subject is of such ‘vast 
importance, both as regards the condition of the 
tribes, and the character of the Government, that I 
propose to treat it in a separate report, and to sug- 
gest such improvements in the existing laws and 
regulations, as may insure the faithful application 
of their funds to the individual wants of the In- 
dians. 

Of the propriety of persevering in the system of 
removing the Indians beyond the evil influences 
which surround them within the States and Terri- 
tories, and which were fast working their destruc- 
tion, there can be no doubt. In its origin, the Go- 
vernment appears to have been actnated only by 
considerations of policy and expediency; but sub- 
sequently a better spirit prevailed in ovr intercourse 
with the red men, and their removal from beyond 
the limits of the States and Territories, rendered 
imperative by the peculiar circumstances of their 
situation, was connected with liberal and beneficial 
provisions for the amelioration of their condition. 
From a frontier people, roaming free and unrestrain- 
ed over trackless forests and extensive plains, and 
subsisting on the products of the chase, they had sud- 
deniy, by the rapid spread of the whites, become 
communities, surrounded by an agricultural, en- 
terprising, and enlightened people, seeking todevelop 
the resourees of fhe country auc, in their eagerness to 
obtain possession of their lands, pressing them into 
the narrowest limits. Deprived of their only re- 
source, from the diminution of the game, and inea- 
pable or unwilling to resort to agriculture for sub- 
sistence, their situation became deplorable, and 


- their distress was stil further aggravated by the de- 


cisions which deprived them of the protection of 
the General Government, and extended the juris- 
diction of the States over them., The inaptitude of 
the Indian. character to conform to a state ot so- 
ciery, moulded and reguiated by a system of laws 
based on the princip’es and habits of civilized Ble, 
and adapted to give security to ifs multiforme pur- 
suits and interests, all differing from their own, is 
obvious. The only alternative was removal beyond 
the limits of the States, and the beneficent hand of 
the Government was extended to relieve that peo- 
ple from the operation of laws, beyond their com- 
prehension to understand, or their ability to ob- 
serve, and to remove them to distant lands, abound- 
ing in game, and guarantied to them for ever from 
the intresion of the whites. The results of this 


policy have surpassed the expectation: of the most ; 


sanguine. i 

The reports of the superintendents represent the 
early emigrants as living in comfort and abun- 
dance, and improving in the useful arts; and hopes 
may now be entertained of the preservation of the 
aboriginal inhabitants of this continent, and of their 
gradual civilization. 

Ample provision has been made for their educa- 
tion, aud the only duty of the Government which 
remains undischarged, is the formation of a suita- 
ble Territorial Government, and their admission to 
such a supervisory care in the general legislation 
as is granted by the laws to other Territories of the 
United States, and for the exercise of which they 
appear to be sufficiently prepared. 

The subject is confessediy difficult and embar- 
rassing; butthe bill introduced into Congress at 
the last session, and partially acted upon, would 
seem to offer a fair prospect of success, and to se- 
cure to these Indians the enjoyment of all the ad- 
vantages of free government, which the necessity 
of stretching over them the protecting arm of Gov- 
erament wi}l-admit. f i 


This scheme has been submitted to several of. 
_the tribes, and been approved by them, and may -p 


safely be carried into effect and remain in opera- 
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‘such of them as may die in the service. 


tion until experience shall point ou 
and. amendments it may require, : 

Having received: information earl 
spring. of this year; from sources. to. be reli 
that ‘the Camanche Indians had committed 
rages upon our citizens, and carried of sor 
men, whom they retained as prisoners, and t 


prehensions were entertained of their committing- 


other acts of hostility, if their complain 
not listened to and their ‘grievances red 
instructions were given,-with your Sanction, I 
A: P. Chouteau to repair to that country and as- 
certain the facts connected’ with’ these ovitrages, 
and the causes of complaint, if any really €xisted; 
to give assurances: of ample reparation and exa 
the same from them, and to obtain the release of 
the prisoners, and restore them to their families 
and friends. With a view, likewise, of preserving 
the peace of that frontier, Mr. Chouteau was in- 
structed to invite this powerful tribe te send a de- 
putation to Washington, that they might represent - 
their own grievances, and, at the same time, be- 
come acquainted with the real strength and re- 
sources of the nation they have hitherto. deemed 
lightly of, from sééing only a few. posts, ‘thinly 
scattered along the frontiers, and feebly garrison- 
ed. It is understood that Mr. Chouteau has suc- 
céeded in this part of his mission. These measures ` 
of precaution were taken from the necessity of the 
case, without any appropriation or legal provision 
for defraying the expenses; and I respectfully re- 
commend that the subject be submitted to Congress 
for its sanction, and the. necessary ‘appropriations 
asked to enable.the Department'to: discharge. its 
obligations to Mr Chouteau; and, farther, that a 
smal! sum be entrusted to the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive, to. be expended on emergencies. ‘like’ this, 
requiring prompt action to preserve the peace of 
the country. . ae 

The report of the Commissioner of Pensions 
shows the probable increase of the disbursements 
for the ensuing year, raising the estimate from 
$1,593,936 to $2,532,149, principally from the ope- 
ration of the third section of the law of the 4th of 
July, 1836. It will be seen, likewise, from this re- 
port, that some legislative. action ‘is required to dee 
ter persons employed as agents of pensioners, from 
defrauding them. This -appears to be done both 
by withholding a portion of the money. received in 
trust for the disabled soldier, or destitute. widow 
and orphan, and by charging them an exorbitant 
per centage for collecting the stipend awarded there 
by the bounty of the Government. 

Although I do not concur in a former recommen- 


‘dation to extend the provisions of the pension laws 


to any other classes than those embraced by 
the acts now in force, I beg leave'to reiterate, 
that which proposes some legal organization for the 
purpose of establishing a fund for the support of 
invalid officers and the widows and ‘children of 
This . 
may be done by making a moderate deduction from 
their pay, to such’an amount and in such manner 
as may be agreed upon by the officers themselves. 
Similar provision may be made, in like manner, 
for invalied and disabled soldiers, and the widows 
and children of those who die in the service, not 
now provided for by law. This provision will be- 
come more necessary should the period of. enlist- 
ment be restored to five years, a change which can- 
not be too strongly recommended. It is unneces- 
sary to enter into the details. of these plans for 
providing for the support of invalided officers and 
soldiers and their families. They may be so fram- 
ed as to obviate all the objections which have been 
urged against their adoption, and are called. for by 
every consideration of policy and humanity. Inti- 
mately connected with tbis subject is that of the 
pay of the officers of the line of the army. — The 
very proper increase of pay made at the last ses- 
sion of Congress for the civil officers serving in the 
several depariments, conveys an acknowledgment 
of the necessity of increasing all salaries of public 
servants which are below a certain amount; a prin- 
ciple which applies with great force to the wondi- 
tion of the officers of the army. _ In pursuance of 
this policy, I would recommend a moderate ine 
crease of pay to soldiers, non-commissioned and 
commissioned officers of the artillery and infantry 
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last year, and are nearly ready for launch 


the United States, from the rank of second - : ; ! or lann 
of the United , one at Boston and the other at New York. 


lientenant'to that of lieutenani-coloael. ‘Phe high 
price of labor, the demand throughout the coun- 
try for that description of talent possessed, in an 
eminent degree, by the officers of our army, and 
which commands the highest rate of remunera- 
tien, together with the enhanced cost of all the 
comforts and necessaries of life, render this mea- 
sure just and necessary, and T'confidently ask your 
concurrence to procure for it the favorable conside- 
ration of Congress.. 

In the present uncertainty which prevails on the 
subject. of the. intention of Congress permanently. 
to prohibit by law officers of the army from claim- 
ing or receiving any remuneration for disbursing 
moneys, the different inlerpretations ‘given to the 
act renders its.operation unequal and unjust. In 
almost. all instances where the Officers have with- 
held moneys and brought suits for the recovery of 
sums charged for commissions on their disburse- 
ments, the courts have awarded the full amount 
claimed ; whereas. those who have accounted for 
all they have received remain without any remu 
neration. If the proviso attached to the appro- 
priation act of 1835, for the improvement of cer- 
tain-harbors, which prohibits any allowance to offi- 
cers for extra official duties and responsibilities, is 
intended to be permanent, it ought to be fully and 
-explicilly. stated, $9 as to bind the decisions of the 
courts of Jaw. But if Congress be of opinion that 
dt is just to allow some remuneration for extra ser- 
vices, in cases where great responsibilities are in 
curred, then it would appear better to determine 
that compensation by law. I would by no means 
recommend that any allowance should be made for 
disbursing the usual and ordinary appropriations 
for the military service ; but where heavy and ex- 
tra duties are imposed upon officers, involving 
great risk, from circumstances beyond their control 
and against which no’ human precaution can pro- 
fect them, it appears equitable that some compen- 
sation should be allowed, which on every account 
it would be better to fix by law. 

By your instractions, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the aot of the 3d of March, 1837, autho- 
rizing you to select and cause to be purchased, for 
the use and benefit of sick seamen and boatmen, 
and all other navigators on the western rivers and 
lakes, suitable sites for hospitals, a commission of 
able and experienced surgeons of thé army was 
appointed to discharge this duty. The accompany- 
ing report shows that they have performed it with 
the zeal and ability which characterizes this branch 
of. fhe service; and the contracts made by them to 
effect the purchase of the sites selected would have 
been. sanctioned by the department, had the sum 
been with the amount appropriated by Congress 
for this purpose. The whole amount, required 
will “be $39,968, being an excess, over and above 
the sum appropriated, of $24,908. 

The beneficient vbject intended to be accom- 
Mistied by Congressin directing this examination, 
and the purchase of the several sites selected, will 
not, F trust, be defeated by this circumstance, and 
in this hope, plans and estimates for the consirue- 
tion of the hospitals accompany this report. 

All which is resectfully submitted. 

J. R. POINSETT. 
To the Paesipent or rar Uniten Spares. 
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our vessels onthe stocks, as well as those afloat al 
our navy yards, I beg leave to refer’ to the report 
of the Commissioners of the Navy Board: here- 
with submited, (marked I) and for the amount of" 
timber, iron, and other materials, procured for the 
gradual improvement of the Navy, to their report, 
(marked L.) : ered 

The squadron in the Mediterranean conpsisis of 
the frigates Constitution and the United States, and 
the schooner Shark. This is less than the usual 
force upon that station, bat is deemed adequate to 
the present exigencies of our commerce in that sea; 
and as vessels were mach wanted för other sta- 
tious, none have been sent to thal since the return 
of the Potomac and John Adams. 

The frigate Constitution must be recalled in 
‘the early part of the coming year, when an addi- 
tion can be conveniently made to this squadron, 
and the ship of the line Pennsylania sent to that 
station, should it be deemed expedient. 

Our force in the Pacifie atthe tine of my last 
annual report, was composed of the Lrigate Brandy- 
wine and the schooners Dolphin and Boxer; since 
which, the Brandywine, Commodore Wads- 
worth, has returned to the United States, and the 
Dolphin has been condemned and sold. The 
squadron how consists of the ship of the line North 
Carolina, Commodore Ballard, and the sloaps of 


Enterprise and Boxer. = 

This is a considerable addition to our force: on 
that station, but not greater than a due regard for 
our commerce in the Pacific al this time seemed tu. 
require. ; i 

The sloop of war -Erie, Commodore Renshaw, 
returned from the coast of Brazil on the 15th of 
September last; and our squadron on that station 
nom consists of the razee Lidepeudence, Commo- 
} dore John B. Nicholson, the sloop of war Fairfield 
and the brig Dolphin. The Independence sailed 
from Boston on the 20th of May last, haying on 
board our Minister to Russia, Mr. Dallas, whom 

Commodore Nicholson lauded at Cronstadt on the 
29th of July, and then proceeded to his stagion on 
the coast of Brazil. 

In the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, the 
sloops of war Boston, Concord, Natchez, St. Louis, 
and Vandalia, and the schooner Grampus, com- 
posed the sguadron under Commodore Dallas. To 
this large force has been added the sloop of war 
Ontario, which sailed from New York on the 19th 
of August jast, carrying out, in addition to her 
own crew, an extra number of seamen and ma- 
rines. 

The revenue cutters Dexter and Jefferson, 
which, by consent of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
were transferred to Commodore Dallas, after 
having performed the duties required of them, bave 
been returned io the revenue service; and the 
steamers American and Major Dade, also under 
his command, have been transferred to the army, 
at the request of the Secretary of War. 

The employment of these revenue cutters and 
steamboats, under the command of Commodore 
Dallas, has subjected the Navy Department to 
heavy charges, not provided for in the appropri- 
ations for the year 1837. 

The West India squadron has been most actively 
ahd efficiently employed in the complicated duties 
of protecting the persons and property of our mer- 
chants and other citizens, in the West Indies and 
the Gulf of Mexico; of co-operating with our land 
forces in the Florida war, and of preventing the 
importation of slaves. 

The sloop of war Peacock, Commodore Ken- 
nedy, which, with the schooner Enterprise, sailed 
from New York in April, 1835, on a cruise in the 
East Indies, and along the coast of Asia, with a 
view to the protection and extension of vur com- 
merce ‘in that.quarter, returned to the United States 
on the 26th of October last, having. successfully 
accomplished the objects for which the cruise. was 


CRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy DEPARTMEET, 
SMC ne December 2, 1837, 
Stk: Inthe performance of my duty to lay be- 
fore you'al'this time the condition of our Navy, 
F beg leave to submit the following report: 
Within the year past, the repairs of the Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and Delaware Ships of the line, have 
been completed. ` The ship of the line Pennsyl- 
vania has been ‘launched, and her equipments so 
far‘ad¥anced.as to be nearly ready to proceed to 
Norfolk, where they will be completed. ‘The Eric, 
Jotin Adams and Ontario sluops of war have been 


“REPORT OF THE SE 


For a particular ‘statement of the condition of |} 


war Falmouth and Lexington‘and the schooners 


For the purpose of prote ) te and 
suppressihg the slave trade.on the coast of Africa;. 


our'ships of war have been occasionally ordered to. 
touch at the scilemenm on that coast. The. 
recent visits ta these have been made by the brig 
Dolphin, on her passage.out tothe coast of Brazil, 
and by the frigate Potomac, on her return. from the 
Mediterranean to the United..States, . These visits. 
have given the highest satisfaction to. the colonists 
on the coast, and will nò doubt. be attended: with 
beneficial results, j ' 


being 
nder 


assigned to them in a satisfactory manner, as the 


, 3 yond what was 
contemplated in the estimates for the year. ; 


The vessels enumerated in commission on. fo~ 
reign stations, or about to sail, including the: five 
vessels of the South Sea Exploring Expedition, 
compose a larger naval force than we have had in. 
commission at any lime since the late. war with 
Great Britain. i a sa A 

The satisfactory condition of our force abroad 
affords ws the opportunity of providing -.for achome 
squadron for the protection of commerce on ont. 
extensive coast. Estimates for such. a squadron 
are submitted with those for the general naval .ser- 
vice for the year 1838. : hesitant eee: 

Within Uae past year the number. c captains of: 
the Navy has been increased from forty. to fifty; 
of commanders, from forty-one. to: fifty; of. leu- 
tenants, from two hundred and sixty to two hun- 
dred and eighty; of surgeons, from forty-four. do . 
fifty ; and of assistant surgeons, from fifty to six! Woe 

This increase of officers was deemed necessary, . 


repaired. The steamer Fulton with her engines 
and ‘machinery is nearly fit for service. ‘Two 
‘sloops. of war, to be called the Cyane and Levant, 
have been’ commenced under the appropriations of 


undertaken. The Enterprise was detained by 
Commodore Ballard on the Pacific station; where 
her services were required. f 

Commodore Read, with the frigate Columbia 


from the increased number..of ships to..be pürin 
commission, to meet the exigencies of. our growing: 
commerce. ; ‘ one 

The numbers of surgeons and assistan re 
have not been increased in a ju% proportion, 


` and the wants of the service require a further addi- 


Sider the expedition. complete or efficient, it seemed 
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Sthecaptains, commanders, 


and lieutenants; 


‘tion to their numbers. - : ‘ 
¿S Asthe appropriations for the South Sea Explor- 
ing. Expedition, in the law authorizing the same, 
amounting to three hundred thousand dollars, were 
inadequate to the expense of its outfit, it became 
necessary to submit estimates for further appropria- 
tions for this object, which was done at the last 
stated session of Congress. x! ; 

With my letter to the President of the United 
Stales of the 6th of February last, and by him sub- 
mitted to the Fouse of Representatives, Were státe- 
ments of the Board of Navy Commissioners, by 
which it appears, that there had been expended 
upon the Macedonian from those appropriatious 
about $62,000 ; upon the ship Relief, barks Pio- 
neer and Consort, and schooner Pilot, to be taken 
from the same appropriations, the sum of $168,000; 
and that to complete the equipments of these vessels, 
exclusively of provisions, instruments, and contin- 
gencies, with the preparation of which the Board 
was not charged, it was estimated that $70,000 
more would be required; making in all $300,500, 
exceeding by $500 the amount of the appropria- 
tions. 

Tbe estimate submitted for the annual expenses 
of these vessels was $346,431.00, amounting, for 
the three years, during which time it was intended 
the exploring squadron should be absent, to 
$1,039,293 00. In this estimate is included the 
sum of $43,842 50 for the annual expense of the 
scientific corps of the expedition, amounting, with 
their assistants, to the number of eighteen. 

As this statement of facts could’ leave no doubt 
that the Exploring Expedition would cost nearly, if 
not quite, a million and a half of dollars, and as it 
greatly exceeded in number of vessels and men the 
most successful expeditions of a like character here- 
tofore seat out by the maritime Powers of Harope, 
it was believed that its amount would have been 
reduced by withholding a part of the appropria- 
tions asked for by the estimates. This, however, 
was not deemed expedient, and the full appropria- 
tions.were made by an act of the 3d of March last. 

Before this time, Lieutenant Commandant Tat- 
nall, who had performed a cruise to the Coast of 
Mexico in the Pioneer, reported'so unfavorably of 
her sailing, that it was. deemed. proper to examine 
into her condition, as well as that of the bark Con- 
sort and schooner Pilot, which, with the Pioueer, 
had been built expressly for this expedition, and 
which, in poimt of sailing, were not -considered 
equal to the Pioneer, \ : : ` 

On the 10th of.April, Commodore Jones was in- 
formed that the Commissioners of the Navy had 
made arrangements to have a thorough examina- 
tion of the barks Pioneer and Consort, and the 
schooner. Pilot, with a view to ascertain their suf- 
ficiency for the service contemplated; that the chief 
constructor, Col. Humphries, and Mr. Grice, na- 
val architect, were ordered on this duty, and Com- 
modore Jones was requested to join them, which he 
did.” 

On the 26th of April, at his own suggestion, he 
was instructed, with the vessels of his squadron, 
except the Macedonian, to proceed to sea, and make 
a fall trial of their sailing; and was directed tọ return 
to Norfolk within twenty days after sailing. 

Commodore Jones, on his return from his expe- 
rimental cruise, reported favorably of -the sailing 
qualities of the vessels; but recommended that they 
should be put into dry dock, for the purpose of the 
examination which had been proposed, and for 
such repairs and alterations as might be deemed 
necessary. Measures were taken for doing this as 
soon as the ship-of the line Delaware, then under 
a course ot repairs, could be taken out of the doek. 

‘On the 30th of May, Commodore Warrington. 
was directed to prépare the Pioneer, Consort, and 
Pilot, for going into.dock. As Commodore Jones 
had required that another schooner should be added 
to‘his squadron, without which he should not con- 


the more proper: that’ ihe condition of these vessels 
should. be thoroughly-examined. “ght 

On the 8th of June,-a board-of five officers, Com- 
modores: Chauncey ,-.Moris; Warrington, Patter- 
“son, and.-Wadsworth, was. ordered: tounake such: 


examination, and to inqgire whether the expeditos 
might hot be reduced in numberof vessels and 
men, with advantage to the country, and without 
prejudice to the success of the expedition. This in- 
quiry I wished made, from the consideration that the 
difficulty of procuring the necessary funds for fit- 
ling out this squadron was greatly increased by the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks, which 
had then taken place, which difficulty had not been 
foreseen by Congress when the large appropriations 
for the expedition were granted, and which made it 
the duty of the different departments of Govern- 
ment to limit the usual and authorized expendi- 
tures, as far as the same could be done without in- 
jury to the public service; and from the considera- 
tion that, should a part of the vessels of the squa- 
dron be found unfit for the service required, it 
would be better that the squadron should sail with 
a reduced force, than wait until other vessels could 
be substituted. 

‘On the 13th of July, the board reported that the 
occupation of the dock at Gosport, and the employ- 
ment of some of the members of the board, pre- 
vented a meeting until the 30th of June. hat 
the barks and schooner were -put into dock and- ex- 
amined; certain alterations recommended, which 
could svon be completed, by which the vessels “might 
be made to answer the purposes proposed sufficient- 
ly well to justify their employment.” 

The board state, that had they “been called 
upon before any preparations had been made, to 
state the number. and character of the vessels, 
which in their opinion, would be best calculated 
to secure the attainment of these proposed objects, 
they certainly would not have recommended those 
which have been prepared.” They were of 
Opinion that a smaller number would have an- 
swered the purposes; yet, from a consideration of 
the expense incurred, the time spent in preparing 


the force, aml other cireumstinees which they ems 


merate, and as the officer selected to command the | 


expedition was satisfied with the vessels, they came 
to the conclusion, that no reduction could be made 
in their amount-at this late period, without preju- 
dice to the success of the expedition. They, how- 
ever, recommended a'reduction:of the number of 
officers and’ men to about five hundred, exclusive 
of the scientific corps. To this reduction, although 
in my opiniona very proper one, Commodore Jones 
made such decided-objections, that I thought pro- 


“per to yield to his wishes, and so informed him; and 


his force was continued at six hundred and three 
officers and men, exclusive of the scientific corps. 

Before the preposed alterations could be com- 
pleted, Commodore Jones discovered that the 
cooking galleys, originally ordered at his request, 
made upon a new plan for burning anthracite coal, 
would not answer the purpose proposed; and on 
the Ist of August he requested they might be re- 
placed by others. The galleys wanted have been 
made with all possible despatch, at the navy yard 


at this -place,.and the last of them was sent to | 


Norfolk on the 6th of October. 

On the 26thof September, | issued orders to 
Commodore Jones to proceed with the vessels of 
his squadron from Norfolk to New Yori, as soon 
as they could be prepared for removai. He was 
not able to sail from Norfolk before the 19th of 
October, and arrived at the harber of New York on 
the 16th of that month. 

As I believed the schooner Pilot, notwithstanding 
the alterations made in her, was not well fitted for 
service in the expedition, I gave to Commodore 
Jones the privilege of purchasing such a fast sail- 
ing schooner as he might select, to be substituted 
for the Pilot. In consequence of which, on the 
8th of Setember, he purchased the schooner Clara, 
now called the Active; for eight thousand dollars; 
upon which he was authorized to put such repairs 
and improvements as he might think necessary; at 
the navy yard, New York. ; 

Although the vessels had not heretofore been in 
asituation to receive the scientific corps, and I 
could not, with propriety, order them to report ‘to 
the Commodore. for duty, yet, I thought it proper 

o put them upon pay; which was done on the 4th 
day of July last. And I requested Commodore 
Jones, if his convenience would permit, to meet a 
large portion of them at- Philadelphia, for the-pur- 


pose of having aper ërstanding 
| as to their accommodations-with their books: 108 
ments, &c. on board» the: vessels of His si : 
This meeting took place in July, and-sach atratige- 
ments; I understand, were: made, as were perfeéily > 
satisfactory.to the Commodore and ‘to: the gentle. 


men of the scientifiecorps, ; eee 
As it was necessary to’procure a great variety of 
articles for the gentlemen of the. scientific corps,- 
for which requisitions could not conveniently be 
made withonta consumption of:much time; T found 
t necessary to place funds in the hands of one gens 
tleman of the corps in Philadelphia, and onéin New 
York. I also placed five thousand dollars in the” 
hands of Commodore Jones.on the 29th of August 
last, for the purpose of purchasing such articles 
for the expedition as it was inconvenient to make 
requisitions for; and on the 12th of October-placed 
twelve thousand dollars, subject to hie drafis, SF 
like purposes, in the hands of his purser. This 
unusual-course was adopted that there might be ‘no 
delay in the sailing of the Expedition. : ; 
The objects of removing the squadron from Nor- 
folk to New. York, as stated by Commodore Jones, 
were to complete the stores, and to introduce some 
proper apparatus for heating the vessels in cold Jate 
tiudes. These, I took it for granted, would not re« 
quire’ more than two or’three weeks for their-com- 
pletion; and from the general order of Commodore 
Jones at Norfolk, I feila confidence-the Expedition 
would leave the United States in the month of No- 
vember. F, therefore, as soon as I knew of the-ar- 
rival of the squadron in. New. York, directed. thé 
gentlemen of the scientific corps to report to Comi- 
modore Jones for duty. i OEY, 
On the 3d of November T wrote to Commodore. 
Jones that the chronometers for his Squadron were 
ready at the depot, in this place, and requested him ` 
fo send two competent officers to take charge. of 
them. On the [0th of the month [sant him sailing 
instructions to be carried: into effect as soun as his 
vessels were, in all respects, ready for sea, and on - 
the 16th of the month twenty-five chronometers, in 
good order, were delivered to the officers sent.for 
them. : : eae eet 
Had I known the extent of work required for the 
vessels of the squadron, after their arrival at New 
York, I should not so soon have directed the scien- 
tific corps to report, or have issued my sailing in- 
structions. í i : 
By a letter from Commodore Ridgely of the 24st 
of November, I find that the work upon the vessels 
of this squadron, atter their arrival at New York, 
up to the 15th of the month, amounted to four 
thousand six hundred and ‘thirty-one dollars; and 
‘that there remained to be done, after that day, to 
the amount of two thousand three hundred and: 
thirty-three dollars, all of which requires much 
more time than | had anticipated. ‘ ee 
All this work ‘I believe, however, is necessary, 
and would not have been ordered by Commodore: 
Jones, if the health and comtort of his crews, and 
the safety of the expedition, had not depended 
upon it; and impatient as the public is, that the 
expedition should sail immediately, itis better that 
there should still be some days’ or weeks? delay,’ 
than that it should sail before the vessels are fally 
prepared. . 
The Commissioners of the N avy. hold no corre- 
pondence with the commanders of vessels in čom- 
mission, except in relation to their supplies of pros 
visions and stores. The steps, therefore, taken by 
Commodore Jones, underhis discretionary powers, 
to have the vessels of his squadron fitted ott as 
he.should deem most expedient, were not under the’. 
control of the Commissioners, nor-subjected to the’ 
“Strict regulations generally observed in- fitting out 
vesseis for foreign Stations. : S 
It was believed, however, that but fittle work 
remained to be done on the vessels after their saile: 
ing from Norfolk, and. that but a small advance’ 
would be required for completing the stores: - Yet- 
it appears from the letter of Commodore Ridgely, 
before cited, that the expenditures required at New 
York. for: these vessels amount to the sum of 
$6,932 89, and for the schooner Active, includ- 
ing sea stores, the sum of 814,700 96; in all, 
$21,633 85. -"To these must be added purchases, 
made by authority of Commodore J ones, of articles, 
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"Report of the Secretary of the Navy. 


for which ‘requisitions have not been required, the 
amount of which is not known, g 

In my last report to the House of Representa- 
tives of the 13th of October last, I expressed an 
opinion that no further appropriation would be 
wanted. for the expedition for the present year; 
but in. ascertaining all the expenditures for the 
vessels since they left Norfolk, and what is still 
required for their equipment, it may be found that 
a further appropriation will be wanted for the 
present year, the amount of which cannot now be 
stated. 7 * 5 

In obedience to a law of the 3d of Mareh, 1835, 
authorizing the construction of a dry dock for the 
naval service in the harbor of New York, or in its 


adjacent waters, I caused soundings and other’ 


eXaminations to be made by an able engineer, 
Loammi Baldwin, Esq. for the purpose of selecting 
a proper site for such a dry dock. The report of 
Mr. Baldwin was decidedly in favor of the present 
navy yard at Brooklyn as this site; which was 
accordingly recommended in my report to the 
House of Representatives, This it appears, how- 
' ever; was not satisfactory; and on the 3d of June, 
1836, the House of Representatives, by their reso- 
lution, directed this Department to ascertain, as 
faras practicable, the practicability of establishing 
a navy yard at or near Barn Island, in the straits 
called the East River, which connects Long Island 
sound with New York bay—also at Perth Amboy 
and Jersey city, in the State of New Jersey—the 
comparative advantages and disadvantages of 
those sites, and the site of the navy yard at the 
Wallabout, on Long Island, for the purposes of a 
navy yard; the expense of erecting the works 
recommended by Colonel Batdwin: at the Wall- 
about, according to the plan prescribed by that 
engineer; the expense-of a dry dock at each of the 
aboye positions; the expense of ‘purchasing the ne- 
cessary quantity of land, and erecting buildings of 
equal convenience with those now owned by the 
United States at the Wallabout, and the probable 
amount for which the-lands, buildings, and other 
property of the United States at the Wallabout, 
might be disposed of, if offered for sale. 

Under this resolution, I employed Mr. Baldwin 
to make the necessary examinations and inquiries, 
and on the 10th of December last submitted to the 
House Mr. Baldwin’s very elaborate report, by 
which it would appear that the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, according 4o his former report, should be 
selected as the site of the preposed dry dock. 

On the 22d of February last, the House of Re- 
presentatives resolved that the Secretary of the 
Navy be directed to cause an examination to be 

` made of the various positions not heretofore exa- 
mined within the waters of the New York bay and 
its vicinity, which are adapted to the establishment 
and construction of dry docks, and. to report: their 

. comparative advantages and disadvantages to the 
House of Representatives at the opening of the next 
session of Congress, 

Under this resolution, I employed Professor 
James Renwick, of New York, to make the neces- 
sary examinations. He surveyed, with great labor 
and care, a bay at Constable’s Point, in New 
Jersey, called Kill Van Kull, which, in his opi- 

~ nion, presents many advantages as a station for a 
dry dock and navy yard; which will be communi- 
nieated to the House of Representatives in a sepa- 
rale report. 

“[t is greatly to be regretted that so much time 
has been lost in making the proper selection for the 
sité.of this dry dock, the completion of which would 
be of the greatest advantage to the naval service. 

In my last annual report, I stated that pre- 
viously to the passing of the act of the 30th of 
June, 1834, for the better organization of the United 
States Marine Corps, double rations had been 
allowed to the Commandant of the Corps, and to 

the officers of the same, commanding at the navy 
yards at Portsmouth, Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Norfolk, and at Pensacola ; 
to.the senior marine officers in the squadrons in the 
“Mediterranean, the West Indies, on the Brazilian 
coast, and in the Pacific ocean: all receiving the 
“sanetion of Congress by their appropriations. . By 
- thisCacty the officers of the Marine Corps are to 


receive: the’ same pay, emoluments, and allowances, ` 


-The number of minor children 


as are given to officers of similar grades in the 
infantry of the Army. — > = res 
The act of the 16th of March, 1809, fixing the 
peace establishment of the United States, autho: - 
rizes allowances to thé’ commanding officers of 
each separate post; of such additional namber of“ 
rations as the President of the United States shall, 
from time to time, direct. These provisions of the’ 
last act were continued by an act of the 3d of 
March, 1815, fixing ‘the military peace establish- 
ment. T : 
‘Fhe paymaster of the marine corps made pay- 
ments for double rations to officers heretofore re- 
ceiving the same, from the Ist of July to the 30th 
of September, 1834; but the accounting officers of 
the ‘Treasury did not think proper to allow the 
same, inasmuch as the commands of these, officers 
had never been designated as separate stations 
agreeably to the rule prescribed for the Army: 
This was a case of. difficulty which, it was re- 
spectfully suggested, required legislative inter- 
ference, which suggestion I beg Jeave to repeat. 
The rule for allowing double or increased rations 
should be fixed by law. This subject has received 
the atlention, but not the final action of Congress. 
The report of Commodores Stewart and Dallas, 
and Captain Bolton, who were appointed a board to 
prepare plans for the improvement of the navy 
yard at Pensacola, contains no estimate of the ex- 
pense of carrying the proposed improvements into 
effect; and as that expense must be necessarily 
very great, it was deemed proper to employ an 
able engineer to make the necessary estimates. 


- Col, Loammi Baldwin, under whose superin- ` 


tendence our two dry docks were constructed; was 
applied to for this purpose; and an arrangement 
made with him to perform this service, if tae pro- 
fessional hysiness he had. engaged to perform in 
the State of Georgia would permit, of whieh there 
would have been but little doubt; but his loss of 
health in this previous duty was such as to leave 
no hope that he could, during the proper season, 
make the examinations and estimates required. 

An arrangement has since been made with Col. 
Totten of the Army, with the assent of the Secretary 
of War, to make these examinations and estiraates; 
and he is now on his way to Pensacola for this 
purpose, It is hoped that, in the course of this and 
the next month, this important duty may be per- 


formed in a satisfactory manner by the officer to ° 


whem if is entrusted. 
Navy Pension Funp. 
The number of Mvalid pensioners payable out of 
this fundis -~ - - ~ 356 
And the annual sum required to 
pay themis - - - $28,895 70 
The number of widow pensioners is - 
And the annual sum required to 
pay themis -~ - A 


238 
47,820 00 


pensioners is + - - - 84 
And the annual sùm required to 
pay them is ~ - - 11,052 00 
The whole number of pension- . 
ersis - - - - - 678 
And the present annual charge is $87,767 70 
This statement is complete to the Ist of October, 
1837. 
The amount of arrears to invalids under the act of 
the 3d of March, 1837, is- ~ $117,949 853 


‘The amount of arrears to widows is- 270,125 374 


The amount of arrears to children is- 190,341 89 


Total of arrears as ascertained to the 
tst of October, 1837, and paid to 
Ist of July, 1837, under the same . 
act,is ~- ee ~ $578,417 12 
The amount of stocks owned by the Navy Pension 
Fand on the Ist of October, 1837, 
was - - - | $1,049,232 25 
On the 8th of November, 1837, there 
was sold Pennsylvania stock be- 
longing to the fand, to the nomi- 
nal amountof -855,000 00 
And United Statés Bank © ooo 
stock paid for by the =- - =~ 


| Therefore, the’ present’ amount’ of 
-stocks will be‘only E 
< But of the proceeds of the United: 


js ~ i 
“And the annual amount required to pay 


-. Tandon the Ist of October, 1836, was 


_ ronades, seem to 


States Bank stock, about = °° 200,000° 00 
may be invested in‘stock,and-the 5i onn 
` capital of the fund for the next’ © a 
year may be stated at -5t =c s $552,632 25 
K o Privarerr PENSION FOND 0 00 
It was mentioued in my last annual report, that 
this fund would probably be exhausted previously 
to January, 1838+ accordingly, the Tast stock was 
sold in May last, and the proceeds‘applied to pen- 
sions. a 
The number of pensioners payable out of this fund 
is = - - - ~ 36 
them 2 = = ewe $2,920" 
Pensions to invalids were, according to law, 
granted to be paid during life, or continuance of 
disability ; it is therefore recommended, asin my 
last report, that provision be made to pay these’ 
pensioners. sc Sn i 
It is estimated that the annual sum of $4,000: 00 
will be sufficient, not only for this purpose, but’ also 
to pay the debts of the fund, and Satisfy ‘any 
claims that may be allowed under existing laws,- ` 
On the Ist of January next; six months’: i 
be due, and should’ law-hor be made ez 
to authorize the paym 
pensioners will, -in all’ prob 
tressed and disappointed.” 
th “Navy Hospiran’ Fun: 
The balance in the Treasury: to th 


aod 


e early enough 


re 
And the receipts to the Ist of October >> 
1837 ` `= 19,293 00 
$95,010 36 
808 00 


- $94,202 36 


Expenditures to Ist October, 1837 - 


Balance Ist October, 1838 > - | 


The particulars from which the above statements 
are made, will be seen in ‘the documents accompa- 


nying this report. = o5 

A separate ‘report, in obe dati 
of the Senate of ‘the 13th “of October last, will be 
made; of the: state; condition, and. amount, of ‘the 
Navy Pension fund, the operation and effect ‘upon 
the fund by the act of the 3d of March last, for the 
more equitable administration of the Navy Pension 
fund, and the number and names of persons placed. 
on the pension list, the times when pensions were 
granted to them, and the amount of money ‘paid: to 
each under said act. © =< > ; 

The duties imposed upon this Department by the 
Operation of this act, are extremely onerous; and 
require, as I would most respectfully suggest, the 
aid of a separate bureau, under a proper head as 
Commissioner of Navy Pensions, with powers and 
duties similar to those of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions of the War Department. = 9. ee 

Ih compliance with the resolution of the’House 
of Representatives of the 3d of March, 1836, a. 
board of officers was appointed to ascertain the ef- 
ficiency, and test the safety, of the medium or light 
guns of the Navy, and to compare. their -effects 
with those of the guns for which they were ‘proposed 
to be substituted. The necessary preparations and 
other causes prevented the completion óf these du- 
ties until the 28th of September last: =" oe 
_ From the report made by the board on th 
it appears that, after subjecting th i 
guns to severe tests, they were 4l 
their safety when used. with proper . 

They were also unanimously of opinion that the. 
medium thirty-two pounders were to be preferred. 
to the heavy twenty-four. pounders for the upper 
gun decks of ships of. the live; and three of the five 
commissionets. would: prefer thé medium thirty-two.. 
pounders to twenty-four’ pounders, for th ; 
decks of heayy frigat So E 

The comparative 
twenty-four pounde 


day, 
mor light 
“gatished with 
harges.” 


Dee. 1837. 
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‘ciency to depend upon the circumstances. of space 
in our own vessels, and the distance of an enemy 
in case of action; which, being variable in them- 
selves, their relative efficiency would probably be 
estimated differently by different individuals. ; 

À copy of the report of the board is hereto an- 
nexed. i 

Commodore T. A. Catesby. Jones having pre- 
sented tothe board his individual views in a letter, 
an extract of such parts of the same as relates to 
the subject of the resolution, js also annexed. 

Upon a late report that an atrocious piracy had 
been committed near our coast upon the packet 
Susquehannah, our officers and seamen, with great 
alacrity, volunteered their services to go in pursuit 
of the supposed pirate. ` 

jo performing this daty they encountered unusual 
hardships and privations, for which their usual pay 
and emoluments form no adequate compensation. 
I would respectfuily suggest the propriety of making 
provision by law for giving suitable rewards in 
this case, as well as in like cases, which may here- 
after occur. 

In my annual report of December, 1835, I took 
the liberty of suggesting the necessity of establish- 
ing a national foundry, for the purpose of casting 
cannon, shot and shells, as well for the Army as 
Navy. This subject I beg leave to bring to your 
notice as one of great importance. 

An establishment for the manufacture of powder 
for the Army and Navy is one of nearly equal im- 
portance. It is believed that under a joint board of 
officers of the Army and Navy, these objects 
may be effected with great advantage to the 
country. : 

It ismy duty to state that the building occupied 
as offices of the Navy Department, is not such as 
to: afford the proper’and convenient accommoda- 
tions to the officers and clerks employed. Th 
want of rooms for the documents and vouchers of 

' the Department has made it necessary to crowd the 
halls and passages of the building with wooden 
boxes filled with papers. 

This acds much to the danger from fire, to which 
the building, with its valuable contents, is daily 
exposed. It is hoped measures may be adopted 
for. extending the building, and for the safe- 
keeping of the valuable records and papers it 
contains. 

By the statement marked U, hereto annexed, it 
will appear that of the appropriations heretofore 
made for the suppression.of the slave trade, there 
remained in the Treasury on the 23d of November 
last, $107763 74. 

The necessaty references to papers and docu- 
ments connected with this report, will be found in 

` a schedule hereunto annexed. 

‘All which is respectfully submitted. 

MAHLON DICKERSON. 


To the PRESIDENT or tumUnirep STATES. 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
‘ December 4, 1837. 
Sie: On the ist of July last the post routes of 
-the United States in operation were, as nearly as 
can be ascertained, 141,242 miles in extent, and 
the annual transportation of the mails upon them 
32,597,006 miles, viz: 


On horses and in sulxeys - - =- 11,999,282 
In stages and coaches - = - ~ 18,804,700 
In steamboats and railroad cars ~- 1,793,024 


The increase of routes in operation during the 
~ preceding year was 22,978 miles, and of the annual 
“transportation 5,018, 620. . 

:, From the Ist of January next, the post routes 
. covered by contracts will be at least 142,877 miles 
imlength, and the rate of annual transportation 
upon them 36,228,962 miles. _ f 
. The number of post. offices in the United States 
on. the Ist of July last was 11,767, shewing an in- 
erease of 676 within the preceding year. aoe 
_ The number of “post offices established within 
the year was 956, the number discontinued 280, 


“>and the changes of postmasters 2,935. 


ao fhe number of post offices- on. fhe. ist imstant | 


“was 12,099. 


- The postmasters generally perform their duties 
with admirable fidelity and precision. 7 

The number of contractors in the mail service 
during thelast year was 1,682. Of these, 430 have 
been fined more or less for various delinquencies, 
and the aggregate of fines imposed, and deductions 
made, during the year, is $41,705.95. 

Most of the contractors have always been ener- 
getic and faithful, and, among the rest, there has 
been, within the last year, a very sensible improve- 
ment. 

The revenue of the Department for the last year, 
including an estimate for deficient 
returns, was - = 
The expenditures, including an esti- 

mate of demands not adjusted, was 3,380,847 75 


$756,208 84 


$4,137,056 59 


Excess of revenue over expenditure 


The increase of the whole year was 204 per cent. 
over the revenue of the preceding year, prodacing 
$228,834 53 more than was estimated. 

Detailed statements with estimates for the com- 
ing year will be laid before Congress in obedience 
to the act of 1836. f 

On the first. instant the Department had bank 


fands - - - ~ $430,655 57 
Specie in pest offices reported subject 
to draft ~ - - - 410,662 31 


$341,318 38 


Total funds on hand - - 


In consequence of the failure of Congress to re” 
duce the postages at the last annual session, ar- 
rangemenis have been made to improve the mail 
service beyond the extent of the accruing revenne 
so as to absorb the surplus. The career of im- 
provement has been arrested by apprehens‘ons of a 
reduction uf reveuue, growing our of the general 
cominercial embarrassment; but no reduction of the 
service contracted for is at present contemplated. 
The following improvements have been made in 
the time of transmitting intelligence within the last 
two years, viz: : 
FROM NEW YORK. y 
1837, 


1835. 

To Washington, D. C. 1 day 8 hours, 1 day 0 hours, 
Richmond, Va. 2" 13h “ 1% 13} “ 
Raleigh, N. ©. nE- & ere a St 
Columbia, S.C. 6% 3 «“ 38 5 # 
Charleston, S.C. 6% 19 “ 3 “ tk " 
Milledgeville, Ga. 7“ J5 “ 3% 21h & 
Montgomery, Ala. Ta" 3 & 4° 19 
Mobile. Ala. Pose 4D. oe oh ot 
New Orleans, La. 13‘ 19) * 6:58 19), 
Wheeling, Va. oft pt Pe Ee 

4“ 6 «& 2 © QR « 
7% 14 & 3“ Bi “ 
Vandalia, Hl. We wm S 4 “ o. 
St. Louis, Mo. 13 18 “ 4.96 Oh 4 
Cincinnati, O. Bete Le ste 36 Wd &. 
Louisville, Ky. r pane Wy ns eh UB ot 
Nashville, Tern. 9 8 D0: & as @ or 
Huntsville, Ala. 11“ 22. @ 5 6 204 “ 
FROM NEW ORLEANS. 

To Montgomery, Ala. 3days2l hours. 2days 0 hours. 
Hontsville, Alaa 8 “% 5 “ s ae i 
Nashville, Te. 10 © 0 & ` 3 “R & 
Louisville, Ky. 13 “ 0 | © 4" 17.6 
Cincinnati, O. 44% Wt & Bote. ET oe 
Columbus, O. 16 Qian 8 6% 74“ 
Pittsburg, Pa. is“ 5 * Te Bo oe 


These are the results of the Express mails. The 


ordinary mails have also heen expedited. 
FROM NEW YORK. 


To Wheeling, Va. 3 days 11 hours. 2 days 19 hours. 
eg “ i “ 


Columbus, O. 4 3 š 
Cincinnati, O, Boto s C OEN e 
Louisville Ky, 7 “ & & hy. ie ag 
Memphis, Te IS a TE 2G; (8 
Natchez. Mi. YG. FENG) tt i“ 13 & 
New Orleans, La. 

bý the Western ` 

ronte - -17 * 1B we“ 4 & 
Utica, N. Y. Fue 10: 0 * 23 6 
Buffalo. N. Y. 7 E ron 4 
Burlington. Vt. 2 6 2 & 1 * 19 # 
Ifaverhih, N.H. 2 “ 16 «“ I 4o22 e 
Concord, N H. 1 “R # PM E 

. Augusta, Me. Ste De ME OP BE 


Of course the whole intermediate, adjacent, and 
more remote regions of the Union, are benefited by 
this Increase of expedition. 

The advancement of the Department in other 
respects is equally satisfactory. : i 


In 1835 In 1837. 
Post offices - -> = | 16,770 12,099 
Miles of mail routes under i 
contract - -o 2744 o 142,877 * 


Miles of annual mail trans- 
portation ~ 


25,869,486 36,228,962 


Revenue. "=. $2,993,576-$4:137,08 

In 1835, the Department was laboring underan 
extracrdinary debt of $600,000; ia 1837, ithas.asur- . 
plus of $800,000. pos : cone aa 

Efforts have been. made to organize a great: mail 
line from: New York, through Philadelphia, Balti-- 
more, Wheeling, Columbus, and: Cincinnati, by. 
land, and down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; by 
Louisville, Memphis, Helena, Vicksburg, Nat. 
chez, &c. to New Orleans. Between: Cincinnati 
and Louisville a steamboat mail now runs. daily; 
from Louisville to New Orleans it now runs thrice 
a week under a recent contract, and will run. daily 
after the first year; from Baltimore to Cincinnati 
the mail has been greatly expedited: and nothing is 
wanting to complete the plan but a contract-with 
the railroad companies between Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, of which there is a fair prospect. It is 
anticipated, that when this line shall-be in full ope- 
ration, it will be expedient to discontinue the Ex- 
press mails between Philadelphia and Cincinnati, 
at least, as little can be gained by them; and the 
great mail will go from New York to New Orleans 
by this-ronte in about eleven days. : 

It is hoped the bill relative to the transportation 
of the mail upon railroads, which passed the Senate 
at the last annval session, may become a law. ‘It 
is liberal to the railroad companies, and would 
probably remove all cbstacles to making contracts 
with them. 

For some time to come the mail transportation 
will be neariy. stationary. The post offices will _ 
greatly increase. The revenue. will rapidly ad- 
vance as soon as the general embarrassinents are 
at an end. That of the last quarter was at least 
nine per cent over the corresponding quarter of 
last year; but the same relative. proportions are not 
to be expected in the coming quarters. ; 

‘Phe number of dead letters retuened to the. De- 
pariment forthe last two quarters has been ascer- 
tained as accurately as practicable. For the quar- 
ter ending 30th Jane last they were over 222,600, 
and for the quarter ending 30th September last over 
225,000. The average may be put down at 900,000 
annually. At 12% cents each, their estimated ave- 
rage postage, the loss to the Department on..these 
letters is $112,500 a year. a 

Estimating the letters delivered out at the same 
average rate, it will appear that the whole number 
of letters delivered from the post offices of the 
United States during the last year was 29,360,992. 
For free letters aud dead letters may be added at 
least 3,000,000 more. The number of newspapers, 
pamphl«ts, &c. paying postage, conveyed by mail 
annually, is estimated at about 25,000,000. The 
dead and free newspapers may be about 4,000,000. 

The convenience of the public business, and the 
security of the books and papers, require that a 
fire-proof building be provided for this Department. 

Itis necessary that the clerks provided for in the 
appropriations of the last annual session be made 
permanent. $ 

The great increase of the number of post offices, 
and in the magnitude of accounts from the old of- 
fices, together with the multiplication of contractors, 
render it absolutely necessary to augment the force 
of the Auditor’s office. f i 

I take great pleasure in saying, that more faith- 
ful, devoted and efficient public officers than my 
three assistants cannot ‘be fonnd, and that the 
clerks generally partake of their spirit»: n ; 

Some idea may be formed of the amount of busi- 
ness done in this Department from. the fact, that 
the communications of all sorts received in the 
different offices, excluding the- Auditor’s office, 
amount to a daily average.of-abont 860 for the 
working days, equal to 269,180 a year; the com- 
munications sent, to about 470 daily, equal to 
147,110 a year; and the cases actually decided by 
the Postmaster General to 48 daily, equal. to 
15,024 a year. 

The magnitude of the work done by the Auditor 
and his clerks may be estimated from the fect, that 
they examine and adjust the four quarterly ace 
eounts of each postmaster, making near 48,000 
accounts a year, and the. accounts of each cone 
tractor quarterly or oftener, making about 7,000 


it a year; keeping the mass of books reavired in 


this service; closing each year the accounts of 


about 2 
heavy correspondence growing out of these exten- 
sive duties. $ 
Flerewith is an interesting statement of . the 
First Assistant, relative to mail transportation, 
J have the honor to be, . 
Your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Posr Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
October 13, 1837. 
Sin: In compliance with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, adopted on the Ist in- 
stant, and received by me on the 5th, I have the 
honor to submit the following report: . 
Ist. The resolution asks for “the balances now 
of hand, so far as ascertained, to the credit of the 


Department.” , 
The Deparment- has in bank, exclusive of out- 
- Slanding warrants - = $444,629 4} 


In the hands of postmasters, reported 334,580 39 


779,209 80 


_ 2d. An estimate of the reeeipts and dishurse- 
ments daring the residue of the current year.” 
The nett receipts of post oflices for the quarter end- 
ing 31st December next, are esti- 
mated at ~ - - ~ $760,000 00 
The expenditures for the same quar- 
ter are estimated at - - 770,000 00 
3d. The aggregate amount received and dis- 
bursed by the Department since the Ist of May 
last, distinguishing the amount in specie from that 
in other funds.” — 
The amount desosited in bank since 
the Ist day of May last, is ~ $124,370 62 
The amount reported as received by- 
— draft offices, . - - ~- 
The amount. received by contractors 
rom, collection offices during the 
"quarter, ending -30th September 
_ last was - 
The amount received inthe same 
manner during the months of May 
and June, being a fraction of a 
quarter, cannot be ascertained 
without taking more time than the 
present session of Congress will 
allow, but it is estimated at - 


544,812 87 


237,970 38 


50,000 00 


Totalreccipts $1,057,153 47 
_ The disbursements have beem: 
By. warrants on banks - 
By draftsjon pestmasters = - 
By collections from postinasters with- 
out-drafts, in part estimated ~ 387,970 38 


- $452,524 35 
£78,832 39 


Total disbursements | $1,019,327 62 
Ttis not possible to distinguish the amount. re- 
ceived and disbursed in specie from that in otber 
funds. Of the depositesin bank, itis presumed that 
the greater part was in bank notes, having been 
made before the suspension of specie payments. 
The Department has ne report of the funds in 
which warrants on banks have been paid. It is 
understood that five banks have continued to pay 
its warrants in specie since the suspension, and 
have so paid $28,279 62 There has alxo been paid 
by the Bank of the Metropolis the sun of $35,426 
71 in specie, which was specia'ly deposited, 
elt is probable that most of the balance, as well 
since. as before the suspension, has been paid in 
bank notes. If so, they have been received by the 
creditors. of the Department of their own choice; for 
all Warrants on. banks returned with proof of refu- 
sal to pay in the legal currency of the United 
States, have beenpromptly paid in gold and silver. 
No drafis on postmasters, drawn for the purpose of 
paying balances due. contractors, have been re- 
turned for refusal to pay in gold and silver, and it 
is not doubted that nearly the whole amount has 
been paid in that currency. {n that currency, also, 
~ the ¢ollections by contractors have generally been 
. Wade. ‘That there are many exceptions in the ten 
“thovsand pòst” offices from which- the contractors 
cet, is very probable; bul only nitie postmasters 


else. 

4. “ The regulations touching the funds to bé 
received and disbursed, if any, other than those 
already communicated.” : : 

No regulations not already communicated have 
been issued. : 

5. “ The instances in’ which those regulations 
have been disobeyed or dispensed with,” 

Tn ne instance have the regulations relative to 
receipts and disbursements in, the legal currency of 
the United States been “ dispensed with.” l 

There is no Jaw or regulation expressly requir- 
ing postmasters to collec! postages m specie or its 
equivalent. Gold and silver constitute by law 
the currency of the United States, aud the stand- 
ing regulations inform postmasters that they 
will be responsible for that eurreney or its equi- 
valem, and that no credit will be given them 
for depreciation of bank notes or for cownter- 
feits. Before the late suspension of specie pay- 
ments, the postmasters took bank notes on their 
own risk, being required to account for the legal 
currency. The ten thousand collection offices re- 
main on the same footing still, and the only cha nee 
made hy the circular of May 13, 1837, ‘to the draft 
offices, was to prevent further deposites in banks. 
To ensure grealer certainty in méeting the drafts of 
the Department, they were required. to retain the 
amount due tn specie. The former regulations in 
reference to collections were not changed. The 
cases where postmasters have been reported for re- 
fasal to.pay specie on demand, are rather violations 
of law thanof the regniations af the Department, 
and are so treated, ` 

6. “Separate statments of the aggregate amonnts 
left in the hands of collecting oflicers, paid into the 
Tseasury, and deposited in bank, the Mint and its 
branches, or other depositories, since the date first 
mentioned.” 

The amount left in the hands of postmastèrs 
since the firsto May, most of which would have 
heen deposited in banks under the former system, 
is $544,812 87. 

The amoont deposited in bank, as exhibited 
above, is $124,370 62. ` 

No deposites have been made by this Departwent 
in the Mint or its branches, or in other depositories, 
nor has any thing been paid into the Treasury, 

‘Ta further explanation of the operations of this 
Department since the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks, it is proper to add, that the 
notes of those institutions, though fo some extent 
tolerated by law in the transactions of the Govern- 
ment as long as redeemable and redeemed in gold 
and silver, are expressly prohibited to iis use 
when no longer so redeemed; that it was in obe- 
thence fo the Jaw that this Department, on: the 
suspension of the banks, took prompt measures 
to prevent their receipt and avoid their disburse- 
ment in its own operations; that the suspension 
of payment by the banks occurred in the month’ 
of May, one of those months in which the quar- 
terly balances due to contractors are chiefly paid 
off; that the entire available means of the De- 
partment for that purpose were deposited in the 
banks; that the Department had no ‘alternative 
but to continue its warrants on the banks, or stop 
payment altogether; that inasmuch as the banks 
had given no notice of an intention to refuse gold 
and silver or their equivalent in paying out the 
deposites of the Department, it was considered 
no violation of law to draw on them as if noth- 
ing had occurred; for that reason, as well as to 
avoid an absolute stoppage of payment, and gain 


time to accumulate a specie fund, the issue of war-- 


rants'on banks was continued, but instant Steps 
were taken to provide a specie fund forthe pay- 
ment of such as might be returned with proof of 
the refusal of the banks to pay them in góld and 
silver; by the time they began to return, the De- 


` partment bad an :ample..fitid. for. their payment, 


. the facts? 


oe 


Dees 1837. 
H. of Reps. 


and in every instance they bave: been paid in the 
legal- currency of the United. States. By- these 
means, without sanctioning: or .gountenancing the 


. receipt or disbursement of depreciated bank: potes, 


this Department has been enabled, thus: farto put- 
ride the storm, with its credit unimpaired, and.is 
confident ip: its capacity to carry on its operations, 
according to existing laws, receiving and disbursing 
gold and. silver only, 

Very respectfully, 

i Your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
Hon, James K. Poux, ~ 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


REMARKS OF MR, HOLSEY, 
Or GEORGIA, _ 

In the House of Representatives, Tuesday, Dee. 19, 
1837.-——In Committee of the Whole.ou the reso- 
lutions offered by Mr. Haynes, for the reference 
of the Presidents Message, : 

Mr. HLOLSEY addressed the House as follows: 
Mr. Chairman, Lam in favor of the resolutions, 
submitted by my honerable cdlleague, bow under 
discussion, ‘They. propose to refer, first, the sub- 
ject of finance to the Commitice of Ways and Means; 
secondly, the reissue of the notes of the old Bank 
of the United States, to the Commillee: on the Judi- 
ciary.. ‘The objections to the first: resolution apply 
to the committee; to- thè second, the want of juris- 
diction. I shall attempt. fo-answer.them, As. to 
the Committee of Ways and Means: the gentleman. 


from. Massachustts (Mr. Reed) objects, first, that 


the voice of people has spoken against the system 
of finance reported by. them at the last session, and 
still entertained by the committee; secondly, that 
they submitted to. Executive dictation in receiving 
and reporting the draught of that bill from the 
Treasury Department. Mr. Chairman, when I am 
ealed upon to yieht obedience to the voice of the 
people, E should like to know what people., Lf the 
people of the United States, I shall deny the roa- 
tion of principal and agent, of constituent and re- 
presentative, between this Fouse and such a people. 
I derive my commission fiom no such authority. 
Lam not sent here to obey its mandates. > In giv- 
ing my vote, I shally ield obedience, neither directly 
nor indirectly, to any power, but that of the people of 
Georgia-—a component, State of. a federal system. 
The members of this House find their duties only 
in theirobligations. They are sworn only to support 
the Constitution. In consolidated forms, 1 ac- 
knowledge the obligatory power of the vow pepuli. 
It is the standard of action for the represen- 


tative. It, is ‘the vital. principle:of Democracy. 
To it, I trust, I shalt. evers yield a ready 
acquiescence, But, sir, this TYouse is not the 


representative. of a nation; it is a branch of the 
councils of confederate States, cach with full power, 
under the compact which unites them, to urge, 


‘insist upon, and carry out, through the forms of the 


Constitution, such measures as may be within the 
scope of their delegated authority. And this, sir, 
you will permit me to say, is not only the theory, 
bul itis, in an eminent degree, the practice of. this 
Government. It is confirmed at every stage of your 
proceedings, when the yeas and nays are entered 
on the journals. In recording his vote, what mem- 
ber lakes the voice of the people of the Union as:his 
guide? -Not one. It is in vain, therefore, that. the 
gentleman from Massachnsetts reverberates the 
“thunder” of the people’s voice. 1 fatter myself it 
will have po. terrors: for a single member., ‘The 
voice of their respective districts. or Sates,-of the peo- 
ple who constituted then, and.sent.them..as their im- 
mediate representatives, will be the'supreme Jaw of 
the members of this House, in their-deliberative 
capacity, any thing, in any supposed expression of 
the general will, to the contrary. notwithstanding. 
Thus much for the law, ag laid down by the hono- 
rable gentleman ‘from::Massachusetts. 


Dee. 1837, 
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banks, and a third party advocating a Bank of: thë 
. United States. 
 gachusetts tell me which of these propositions: is.’ 
oremest in the race of publie cpinion?: Will any 
one compare the advocates for the State banks,. in 
point of number, with those of the system proposed 
by: the Administration? Have-the friends of-a 
national bank, so signally. defeated at the last 
session, again rallied under. the very of vieto- 
ry? Nothing could strengthen them but the de- 
fection of the Conservatives. “Ask: the Conser- 
vative if he is for a national bank in preference to 
the plan of the Administration. 
the negative. . Have the National Bank party 
gone over to the Conservatives? The two banks 
ae, from their natures, antagonist powers, and 
cannot unite but in opposition to'a third power, 
which assails them. both. I am persuaded, Mr. 
Chairman, that, of the three — schemes before the 
people, the scale preponderates decidedly in favor 
of the separation. 1 think, therefore, neither the 
law nor the fact, arising from the argument drawn 
from the influence of “public opinion, sustains the 
objection to the commiitee. But, sir, Í come to con- 
sider the charge of submission to Executive dicta- 
tion. This a grave charge, sir, and requires ex- 
` amination.» The committee that could consent, 
and the Exécutive that would attempt to dictate, 
without the warrant of the Constitution, would be 
equally unworthy: the confidence of the House and 
the nation. The question is, whether, under our 
Consttution, the President has. the: power to pro- 
pose laws to Congress? . In consulung that instru- 
ment for the powers and duties of the President, I 
find these words: “He shall, from time to time, 
give to the Congress information ef the state of the 
Union, and recommend to their consideration such 
measures as he shal! judge necessary and expedient!” 
It may seem remarkable that, by the English 
Constitution, the-proposing power is denied to the 
King; whilst in ours it is vested in the Presi- 
dent. © But the reason is obvious, if we attend 
to the difference between the power and influence 
of the two Executives. In England, where the 
King has power to raise and support armies, 
with a revenue equal. to that of many of the 
nations of the earth, surrounded by.the pomp and 
regatia of a. throne, the power: to recommend mea- 
sures to Parliament might often be equivalent to a 
power to pass them. Te is, therefore, wisely re- 
stricted to a simple negative. The American Pre- 
sident, on the othér hand, divested of the power to 
raise æ “single soldier without the consent of Con- 
gress, and, even if he could, without any sustain- 
jag power but in: his own private fortune, liable to 
impeachment by one branch of the Legislature, and 
subject to trial, conviction, and punishment before 
the judicial tribunals, may safely be trusted with 
the power in question. Sir, it is a master-piece of 
“skill, that.may challenge cither the past or the fu- 
ture, that our ancestors, aiter weakening the Execu- 
tive arm belew the capacity. of extensive jajury, 
availed. themselves of the wisdom so often found in 
a single head to give form and impetas to the confu- 
sion and difficulty of movement which have ‘so 
oflen marked popular assemblies. Is there any thing 
‘either. in the form or spirit of the Constitution 
which restricts this power to mere outlines, and pro- 
hibits a specification of the precise measures which 
the President ‘shall jadge necessary and expe- 
dient?” I think not. The power is general. It 
includes a'l the particulars. The power to-recom- 
meni a measure comprehends that of detailing all 
iisparts.. Itis particularly necessary and proper in 
all schemes composed of many distinct parts. Ge- 
neral descriptions will give no adequate idea, but 
sintly serve to bewilder. Spreification—detail-—is 
not only- consistent with, but in perfection of the 
general power: : It is only the counsel of the Exe- 
culive in that precise form in which you cannot 
mistake it-~a form which imparts to all counsel its 
chief value. It is, therefore, in my opinion, no de- 
parture from. the ‘Constitution for a committee to 
receive draughts of bills, particularly if complicated 
an. their natare, upon such subjeets as are recom- 
“mended by. the President to Congress ‘Cas necessary 
and expedient? =" 
“‘Eeome now, sir, to ‘consider: the-second resolu- 
Won under debate, proposing to refer the conduct of 


Now will the gentleman from Mas." 


His answer is in. 


the ‘Pennsylvania Bank of -the : United States, mm 


-ve-issuing the: notes of the old. bank, tothe Com- 
| mittee. on the Jadiciary. 
- from Ohio (Mr. Bond) objects to this resolution 


An honorable inember 
an attempt to infringe the jurisdiction of -one of the. 
an institution chartered under her authority. : Is it 


go? The charter of Pennsylvania bears. date: the 
eighteenth of February, 1836. It binds the bank 


“to the redemption of such -bills or notes as they 


shall issue.. Its banking privileges commence from 
that date, look to the future, and have nothing to 
do with the past. It has.no-authority under the 


as part of their circulation. 
ble for their redemption under the charter. of Penn- 
sylvania, because those hills are antecedent in date 
to the charter. The foundation for their redemp- 
tion must be sought in the charter under which 
they originally issued. 
that charter expired on the 3d day of March, 1836. 


bank, or both, as partners in the transaction. If 
by the old bank, it is clearly contrary to law.. If 
by the new, it is unauthorized by the law of Penn- 
sylvania.. If by both, itis equally an infringement 
of the charter of 1816, withont the color of State 
authority for its protection. The principal and the 
agent become particeps criminis in the transaction. 


the new bank, of the notes of the old one, amount 
to a re-issue. 

I shall not deny. that . distinct corporations may 
circulate the bills of each other acquired in the fair 
and regular course of trade. Are they distinct cor- 
porations?: Tsnot the same stock liable for the 
redemption of the cireniation of beth; and is not 
the stock of the old bank held by the president, 
directors, and company of the Pennsylvania insti- 
tution in trust for that purpose?’ ‘The act of that 
State incorporates the president, directors, and 
company of the Bank of the- United States, with 
the exception of the United States and their Trea- 
surer. With these exceptions, which do not amount, 
T think, to more than one-fifth of the capital, 
there isa community of profit and loss’ between 
the two institutions. 4; 

“Not wholly diferest, vot notqnite the same, 

Their features their afiinity peeclaini!? 
But, admit them to be separate corporations. By 
an agreement between them, the effects of the old 
bank were transferred to the new one “in trest for 
the discharge of its debts and the settlement of its 
affairs. With the funds of the former institution 
in its hands, io trusi for the redemption of the bills 
of the first, is itnotfair to presume that the notes of 
the former hank, coming into the hands of the 
trustee since the creation of the trust, have been 
purchased by the funds transferred for that. pur- 
pose? If so, the character of a reissue is indeli- 
bly stamped upon their subsequent circulation. His 
nat in the fair course of trade, bat in violation of 
the trust. Such a transaction by an individual 
would be jusily regarded as downright for- 
gery. Tt would be falsely uttering, or pub- 
lishing, the bill or note of another. Will the 
consent of fhe former bank be urged m ex- 
tenuation. Both insiitntions, principal and agent, 
would still find it impossible to escape the ¢ arge 
of aiding and abetting each other in violating the 
charter of 1816. That charier, sir, was a license 
by Congress, (whether constitational or not F wilk 
not now discuss,) to the bank to use a very high 
preregative of sovereign power. The power to issue 
a currency that shall represent the property of a na- 
tion, has always been held among the jure summi 
imperii, or rights of the supreme. authority. The 


-exercise ef this power, by individuals or assecia- 


tions, without warrant from that authority, may 
justly be regarded as entitled to a pre-eminent rank 
on the list of high crimes and misdemeaners. 
the 4th day of March, 1836, the power to issue 
money, hitherto granted to the Bank-of the United 
States, reverted io. the grantors—the Congress of the 
Unitei States. Since that time, however, an asso- 
ciation of individuals inthe State of. Peunsylvania : 
under color of authority fromthat State, but really 
without. it, have continued to exercise this high 

political power, noiwithstand ding the expiraticn of 


States (Pennsylvania,) by reviewing the.conduct of: 


charter, then, to re-issue. the notes of the old bank. 
It cannot be made lia- 


The banking privileges-of - 


The re-issue must be either by the old or the new 


But-the question may arise, does the circulation by - 


Se “ppression of small notes in. the Distrei Mr. Niles.. 


On 


- fold-capacities of: new. and old, 


its charter. “Bat conceding for. a mome 3 
of the State tobe: thrown. ‘over: the: bank ás con. 

tended, the -inquiry..must. stiil: be: met, how far 
State may. legalize. the: reissue of a eurrency: origis 


Sir, upon bis: question of re-issue] de 
The doublings and windings-of the Danke imitst s 
of: principal an 

agent; shall not delude me: -Ii is.suificient-that,, 
body of men, within the: limits: of the Union;-c 
tinue to exercise. a charter which has reverted: to, 
this Government. It is its duty to. arrestzitina 
mater at all times só delicate and important.as the 
currency.’ L-hope, therefore, the resolutions: ‘of:my: 
colleague willbe adopted. ; 


REMARKS OF MR. NILES, 
Or Connrericur, » . 
In the Senate, Thursday, December 21, 1837—0n: 
- the motion to postpone the bill for suppressing.’ 
the circulation of small notes in this District.’ 
Mr. NILES said, that he hoped the motion to’. 
postpone the bill would not, prevail. At the late’ 
extra session, the provisions cf this bill, and those: 


_of another bill, now on the table, for compelling’ 


the banks of the District. to redeem their notes, 

were united in one, and the sections relating to the 
banks. were stricken out, against his own “wishes, as. 
he at that time thought it the duty of Congress not. 
only. to restrain the “circulation | of the small a 
spurious trash, but to compel the | banks’ of the” 
District, at some fotare day, to fulfil their obliga- 
tions to the public. At that time there seemed’ to 
be a general readiness to suppress. the shin-plaster . 
enrrency, as it is called, and the Dill for that pur- 
pose passed with great nnanimity. He was not a 

little surprised, therefore, to witness at this.time an 

effort to delay action on this subject, and prolong 
the existence of that nuisance, which afflicts not 
only the people of the District, , but all others: who: 
have occasion to visit’this metropolis. > The 
bills seem to be considered as’ connected, and th 
postponement of this, he presumed, would be 
garded as a reason for postponing the bill relating. 
o the District banks, and what he had to say, would 
apply to the whole subject, 


fa regard to the smal! bills, they were a wreiched 
spurious currency, which nowhere have apy legal 
sanction, and, as a currency, are too vicious, and 
proceed from sources too polluted, to be tolerated 
a single day longer than may be deemed necessary. 
to rid the community of the nuisance. Notwith- 
standing the suspension of the banks, there: das 
been no necessity for this kind of. Currency ;,, for 
where it has not been tolerated, no great inconve- 
nicnce has been experienced, in regard w-changes 
Such. has been the condition of ihe Eastern States, 
and he believed of some, if not ail, the Western 
Siates, where this description of currency has been 
discountenanced, both hy the laws and publie senti- 
ment. 

Tbe currency of this District is of but Jite: 
general interest to the people of the Union; yetit- 
heextent of our jurisd: iclion on’ the subject: we. 
cannot reach the State banks; we have nothing: to 
éo with them; they are not responsible to us- © Bat: 
as Congress has exclusive jarisdicsion over the Dis- 
trict, he believed it a duty to attempt to remove the 
greatest scourge which can afilict:a commanity— 
that of a depreciated and fraudulent: currency. 
What he regarded-as most important, was the moral 
influence of | the action of Congress on ‘this. subject. 
Does not the present condition. of the country res 
quire the deliberate decision of Congress in regard 
to the present slate of the currency, so far as we 
have jurisdiction? Will net the dcliberate opinion 
of the National Legislature, carried out in our meas 
sures, have an important and salutary influence on 
the country, and on the Stale. Legislatures which 
are now, or soon-will: be,.in session? To hesitate 
to act, to pause in our course, is, in some measure, 
to give our sanction to the continuance of the sus- 
pension of the banks. Whatever may have been 
‘the necessity fer the spension at first, there are 
no reasons and no justification for its centinuance; 
and for those who have the power, to suffer it is to 


Is 
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isregard every sound principle of legislation, of 
justice, and morality. 

Mr. N. said he believed that tke banks here and 
elsewhere ought to be coerced to fulfil their obiiga- 
tions to the public. Will you wait to see if they 
will not voluntarily come forward like honest men, 
and agree to pay their debts? Has not this. “‘ expe- 
rimeni” been already tried, and failed? Have not 
these institutions been indulged in their voluntary, 
illegal, and immoral course for six or eight months? 
and who can say when they will resume specie 
payments now, any better than ‘he could the very 
day they suspended? ` 

But itis said the banks cannot resume in this 
District unless those in the adjoining States also 
resume; and we are called on to await the action of 
the States. This is a novel dogtrine, recently pro- 
mulgated, and presents a new and important fea- 
ture in our banking system. It had been supposed 
that a bank, like any other business corporation, 
was an isolated institution, bound by the principles 
of its charter, and subject to the control; and alone 
accountable, to the authority to which it was in- 

' debted for its existence. But it appears that this 
is all a mistake; that-the banks are all associated 
together, and form a distinct commonwealth, or 

political dynasty, governed by their own laws, 
Having openly set at defiance the laws of the 
States where they exist, they have undertaken to 
make laws for themselves, and have recently held 
a sort of Bank Parliament, to “ regulate the cur 
rency,” and to decide the important question when 
it would be reasonable and expedient: for them to 
pay their debts. ‘The result of this deliberation 1s 
well known; they have not only resolved to persist 
in their bankruptcy, but had the andacity to decide 
that they would not even fix ona future day when 
they would begin to pay their debts. And. with 
these proceedings staring us in the face, are we to 
be called on to wait the action of the banks? 

But, Mr. N. said, he protested against the prin- 
cipld that the banks of this District, or that the 
banks of.a particular State, were to be controlled 
by the banks of any other State. What is this 
principle but a subversion of the laws and authority 
of the District or the State, and subjecting local in- 
stitutions to a foreign power—to an alien influence? 
Whether this control proceeds from another State, or 
from a foreign country, is of little consequence; the 
principle is thesame. If the banks in one State are 
to be subject to the control of those of another, may 
they not also be controlled by the Bank of Eng- 
land? If the banks of this country are se connected 
together that one cannot act independently of the 
rest, are not the principal banks here more inti- 
mately connected with the Bank of England, and 
equally liable to be affected by the course’of action 
of that powerful institution? And what is the prac- 
tical consequence of uniting the banks of the 
country together into a joint stock concern? Is it 
not to render the whole of them subject to the con- 
trol of a few of the large institutions in our princi- 
pal cities—perhaps subject the whole to the control 
ofa single institution? Te believed that banks, 
like all other local institutions, should be snbject to 
the exclusive regulation and control of the autho- 
rity that created them, and that, as regards the 
banks in this District, it is the duty of Congress to 
decide when they can, and ought lo, redeem their 
bills and pay their debts. In determining this ques- 
tion, it was no doubt proper to look at the whole 
subject, the condition of the currency generally in 
the country, the state of the exchanges, and the 
ability of the banks to resume business on correct 
and honest. principles. He would look at facts, and 
be influenced by them, but would discountenance 
the legislation of banks, and all alien influence. 
The banks of this District cannot rightfully be 
controlled by those of other States; they are under 
the jurisdiction of Congress alone; they are not to 
be “regulated” in their action by the legislation of 
a dynasty of associated banks. Such a principle, 
whether applied to the banks of the District or the 
local institutions of a State, is subversive of State 
-soversigniy, of all law, and of every sound princi- 

. ¿plee He regarded this question as important only 
“for the principle involved, and from its general 
x ng on the condition of the country in regard to 

currency... He had no wish that any course 
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should: be adopted that would: be oppressive and 


injurious to the people of the District, and had no | 


objection to fix a day for the restoration of the cur- 
rency of the District, so far ahead as. to render it 
perfectly safe and easy for the banks to return to 
sound principles, and to an honest course of busi- 
ness.’ But it was for -Congress to say when that 
time would come; he was not willing to refer the 
question to the banks of Philadelphia, or any other 
city. He'was opposed to the combined power of 
banks, and to their concerted movements. 

What are thé difficulties in the way of the banks 
speedily resuming? When this question was un- 
der consideration at the late session, it was claimed 
that the subject was involved in so much doubt 
and uneerlainty, that we could not safely fix any 
time when the banks could resume payment. Now 
we have an entirely different state of things. I 
avail myself (said Mr. N.) of this opportunity to 
congratulate the Senate and the country, on the 
happy results which have followed the wise and 
judicious measures adopted at the late session of 
Congress. 
astonishing, and wholly unexampled in the history 
of this, or any other country. It is but three 
months since we assembled here, under extraordi- 
nary circumstances; a great calamity, or what was 
so regarded, had suddenly fallen upon the country; 
in the midst of profound peace, and of apparent 
success, the prosperity of the country was struck 
down at ablow. A terrible explosion. had take 
place, and ‘all the great interests of the country 
were prostrated by it. Money suddenly all vanish- 
ed; foreign exchange rosé to nearly twenty-five 
per cent. and specie to ten or twelve per cent. and 
bank paper, worthless as it was, could not: be 
had. All business was at a stand; the wheels of 
commerce had stopped ; the merchant shut up his 
shop; the manufacturer dismissed his hands, and 
shut down his gates; the mechanic was without cus- 
tomers, and the Jaborer without employment, if not 
without bread. Men looked silently at each other, 
as they passed in the streets, and spoke not; the 
whole country was mantled in gloom and despon- 
dency; and a deep impression seemed to prevail, 
that as the banks had failed, universal bankrupcy 
was to follow, spreading ruin and desolation far and 
wide, 

Such was the condition of the country, as exhi- 
bited by the panic orators, on the assembling of 
Congress, who immediately raised the cry of distress 
and ruin, and ealed for measures of relief. ‘The 
Government and the public Treasury, were of no 
consequence. What if the Treasury was emply, 
and the banks and the merchants did refuse to pay 
their debts? Of what consequence wasthis, The great 
object was to help the banks and the merchants, 
and to relieve the people—the poor suffering dis- 
tressed and ruined people. Well, measures were 
proposed, intended to relieve the Treasury and 
the country; but they were opposed, because 
they were not calculated to afford the ne- 
cesxary relief to the people. Bul, with one excep- 
tion, these measures were adopted. And what 
were they? They consisted in substitutmg the cre- 
dit of the United States for the capital or credit of 
the banks and merchants, who were the debtors of 
the Government. The Treasury had ample re- 
sources; but, to make them available, would have 
pressed hard on the public debtors, and thas in- 
creased the general money pressure. To avoid 
this, the Government agreed to forbear to collect 
its debts; and to use its own credit, which is better 
than the credit of all the banks in the Union. This 
substitution of the credit of the United States for 
the dues of the Government, was, in its immediate 
effect, equivalent to the creation of so much capi- 
tal, as it permitted the large sum of from four to 
five millions, due from the merchants, and eight or 
nine millions due from the banks, to remain in the 
hands of the citizens, as private capital, its place 
being supplied by the credit of the United States. 
And what have been the effects of these wise and 
healing measures? Let the present condition of 
the country answer! Where is the distress now? 
‘Where are the dark clouds that lowered over the 
country? Scattered and gone; all gone. And 
where are the panic orators, the heralds, who, from 
these hails, proclaimed and spread through the 


. of their-country’s ruin? Are these heralds ‘of wo- 


The effect of those measures had been” 


land} from Maine to Arkansas, the saddeni 


fal tidings silent? He had not yet heard from them 
here; yet they: had, some of them, been heard from 
elsewhere; but they have changed their notes, and 
struck upa new tine—lively, joyous,and animated. 
The sudden tide of psosperity: which has rashed in, 
like'a flood, upon us, has revived the drooping spi- 
rits of those who were most distressed, aud rendered 
them frantic with joy. ` Lagain ask, said Mr. N. 
where is the distress? Shall we look for it in. the 
commercial cities North and: East, “where. it pre- 
vailed most; where the complaints were deepest 
and loudest? ‘Sir, we should. look in. vain: the 
scene is changed;. the cries of distress, the weepings 
and wailings are all changed into songs of joy and 
shouts of triumph. Those recently distressed ci- 
ties, which, like the cities of old, were so lately 
clothed in sackcloth and ashes, have since been 
filled with feastings and rejoicings, illuminations, 
thé roar of cannon, public meetings for general 
congratulation, and the expression, by speeches and 
resolutions, of the strong and overflowing feelings 
of joy, are among the signs of the times that the 
distress has past aff, and been succeeded by unex- 
ampled prosperity. oa 

How sudden, how astonishing the change! How 
rapidly, almost instantaneous, the country has re- 
covered from a state of distress and ruin! Such 
have been the happy fruits.of the wise ‘and judi- 
cious measures of the Jate session. The’ country 
has been relieved, its dormant energies revived, 
and its wonted prosperity restored. “Does any one 
doubt that these‘changes have proceeded from the 
measures of the late session? We were then told 
that the national prosperity depended alone on the 
action of Congress; that eredit and general confi- 
dence could not be restored but by Congress, and 
thatit was in vain. to look for the return of the 
prosperity of the country, ‘until Congress adopted 
measures to bring about such a result. If Congress 
alone had the power to restore the general prosperi- 
ty, it is conclusive that the bright aspect our affairs 
have assumed, must have proceeded from the wise 
and prudent measures recommended by the Presi- 
dent and carried out by Congress. 

Mr. President, let us all rejoice at the returning 
prosperity of the country! Let us rejoice that the 
days of the distress are past; that the panic is gone, 
and that the sounds of joy and gladness are again 
heard in our borders! The panic has answered its 
purpose; its end and atm-have bee accomplished; 
it worked well for a season; ‘it helped out the elec- 
tions admirably; but. they are through for the year; 
the “experiment” has worked well, and accom- 
plished its object; but let no one think, it can be 
prolonged. When the people are prosperous and 
happy they feel it and will speak ‘oul: from the 
fulness of the heart the mouth ‘speaketh. ‘These 
public demonstrations of joy in all our commerciak 
cities—the illuminations, the firing of cannon, and 
other public demonstrations of rejoicing, mean 
something. They speak a language which. cannot 
be misunderstood, nor misinterpreted. They prove 
that the distress is over, that money has become 
plenty, that commerce has revived, that business is 
restored to its usual activity. With such evidences 
as these of the general prosperity, he trusted that 
we should hear no more of the cuckoo notes of dis- 
tress, or of the scarcity of money, or other evils ‘of 
the times. i s 

Such are the results of wise legislation; the mea- 
sures of the extra session had an instantaneous effect; 
they immediately reduced the price of foreign and 


domestic exchange, and specie fell at. once from 


eight or ten to five per cent.; exchange from twenty- 
two to sixteen or thereabouts, and has gone on im- 
proving until foreign exchange is two òr three per 
cent. below par, and domesticexchange more regu- 
lar and favorable than it has-been for many years 
heretofore; that on New Orleans. had fallen from 
fifteen per cent to one and a half, and would soon 
be at par. He had attributed these results to` the 
late measures as a fair deduction from the premises 
and reasonings of others; in his own opinion, other 
causes had operated; and he had never considered the 
country as entirely ruined, or the people.as “really 


ina state of suffering iy consequence of the general 


failure ofthe banks. 
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_ Sir, at such a time as this, with such a flood-tide 
of prosperity rushing in upon us, are we to be. told 
that the. banks have got no money: that. they: :¢a) 


not pay their debts? ‘This will not do: let them noti 


think any longer to find countenance and protection 
under a fictitidus panic, or to escape from the.op- 
probrium justly due to a violation of law, and of 
common honesty! : 

. At such a time of unusual prosperity and rejoic- 
ing, is it not proper to require the banks to act like 
honest men, and pay their debts? Is there any 
thing unreasonable in this? Will it be unjust, op- 
pressive, or “ making war on the banks?” Do not 
individuals have to pay their debts? and do not the 
banks make their debtors pay them, to the uttermost 
farthing? What objection can there be to this mea- 
sure, either in this District or elsewhere? Have 


not the banks ability to pay?. Those which are | 


sound no doubt have; and those that are rotien, as 
no doubt some are, will not be more able. Shall 
we wait their motion, and see if they will-not vo- 
luntarily resume payment? That “experiment” 
has been tried, and the result is known. The pub- 
lic expectation has been disappointed by the late 
Bank Convention, and their confidence in no small 
degree shaken in those institutions. 
it was the last Bank Convention that would be wit- 
nessed in this country. Whatever considerations 
may have led’ to the decision, whether politics or 
speculation on the part of the large institutions, the 
public will not approve of it. 
pose must have controlled the result, as there are 


no. substantial reasons why the banks cannot re- | 


snme their regulat course of business immediately. 
It is true that, at that time, money and exchange 


were not quite as favorable as they are now; but | 


they were rapidly improving, and nothing could be 
clearer than that a general return to: specie pay- 
ments by the banks would have brought both down 


to par; and they have come down withoat such | 


resumption. 
. There is no place that a return to specie pay- 
ments can be more easy than in this District, where 


there are three millions of dollars a year disbursed | 


by the Government, a considerable part of which 
is now paid in specie, and the residue in Treasury 
notes, or other funds which’ are equivalent to spe- 
cie, or nearly so. The condition of the country, 
in regard to specie, is highly favorable. We have 
just heard a statement from the Senator from Mis- 
souri, (Mr. Benton,) derived from, oficial sources, 
by which it appears that the importation of specie 
since 1832 has-been: over sixty millions, and its 
exportation only about: twenty. millions; making 
an increase, in five years, of more than forty mil 
lions.» There is. now more than eighty millions of 
specie in the country, of which from ten to fifteen 
is in gold-coin. If this money is not in circula- 
tion, it is in the hanks. It must be somewhere ; 
and if the banks could sustain their circulation in 
1832, when there was less than twenty-five mil- 
lions. of specie in the country, can they not do it 
now, with more than eighty millions? ` 

What has enabled the country to recover so 
rapidly from the paralizing effects of the general 
suspension of payment by the whole banks of the 
Union? What has occasioned the great diffe- 
rences between the present condition of the coun- 
try, and that when the banks suspended in 18147 
Then, it took years to recover from the shock; 
now, a few months has accomplished more than 
gs many years did then, with the aid of a United 
Then, after the lapse of six years, 
in 1820, the Secretary ofthe Treasury, Mr. Craw- 
ford, declared the currency to be in a very unsound 
condition; that although there had been a reduc- 


tion of the paper issues of nearly fifty per cent. a | 


stlll ‘further reduction was necessary before the 
cuirency could become sound. Although the banks 


commenced the redemption of their notes in 1817, | 
- many of them had to suspend again in 1819; and 


the next. year, Mr. Crawford declared that the pay- 
ecie by a large portion of the banks was 
. The difference in. the two cases 1S 
wing in: part, to the more ‘ample re- 
e country: now; but must be mainly 
lable to the bareness. of the country as to 
Specie. then, when- the amount. did not probably 
‘exceed fifteen millions, and the great. supply of the 


But he hoped’ 


Some sinister pur-- 


| 


precious metals with which it naw abounds: ` 
is the (rue reason why the country has been enabled 
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That | 


to recover so rapidly {rom the terrible shock which. | 


| is always felt by an explosion of a credit currency. 
Whatever may be said in favor of a paper medium, 


the specie in the-country is onr only security; itis” 


the only true “Basis. on which the whole credit of 
the country rests; both the credit of the banks; or 
that credit which serves as a currency, and mer- 
cantile and private credit of every description, 


repose on the precious metals in the country: This. 


is the only solid foundation of credit; and if this is 
taken away or weakened, credit will fall or be 
_weakened, whatever may be the property or other 
resources of the nation. 

“The large amount of coin in the country, where- 
ever it may be, whether lucked up ia the banks, or 
hoarded by individuals, is our main reliance; it is 
this which has carried us through the present crisis, 
and sustained the credit of the hanks and the coun- 
try, and enabled us to recover so rapidly from the 
shock of a paper explosion, which, on a former 
occasion, bore down the energies of the nation for 

' eight or ten years. 

There are no difficulties in the way of the banks 
resuming immediately. 
voluntarily do it, ought they not to be compelled 
to redeem their notes? When will they be better 
prepared? thcy are, no doubt, ‘in a mach ‘sounder 
condition now than they have been for many years. 
He was disposed to do the banks justice ; and they 
ought to have the credit of generally. having con- 
ducted their affairs prudently and cautiously since 
the suspension ; .alihongh there were some excep- 
tions, yet most of them had curtailed their dis- 
connts, reduced their circulation, and increased their 
specie, so that they were stronger and safer than 
they had been for some years. Sb far as this has 
heen the voluntary course and poticy of the banks 
to prepare themselves fur resumption, they were 
entitled to great credit; but, to some extent, he be- 
lieved it was the result of the times.. For the last 
six or eight months, the business which gives, em- 
ployment to bank capital has been suspended. It 
has been a long day of reckoning, and no country 
ever wanted such a réckoning day more. Mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and all Glasses of business 
men, have, since the suspension, refrained from 
engaging in any new enterprises; some have closed 
their business entirely, and all have been cautious, 
and have dene but little. The general employment 
of all has been the settling up of outstanding 
claims and: demands; and, execpt so far as was 
necessary to keep along such part cf old liabilities 
as could not readily be paid, there has been little 
demand for bank accommodations. 

But this state of things will not continue long; it 
cannot, under any circumstances, go beyond the 
coming spring. Business will revive, and that 
speedily; the merchants have a keen appetite for 


state of things. 
revive in the spring; the natural and habitual enters 
prise of our citizens cannot be longer repressed; 
however desirable if may be with some to keep up 
the present disorders in the currency, and a suspen- 
sion of business for political purposes, they cannot 
doit. {tis utterly impossible. If there are many 
of the merchants who love the political fraits of a 
panic, they love their money more. The causes 
which produced the temporary derangement and 
interruption of business, have ceased. This is 
now apparent to the most common observer, and it 
will not be practicable to make any man of com- 
mon s2use believe the contrary. "The resources of 
the country have not been touched or diminished 
in the slightest degree. The difficulty was only an 
absirection, a derangement. of the machinery by 
i which business is conducted. That obstruction is 
now removed, and things have got back into their 
usual channels. Business will commence, no 
doubt, in he spring, with unusual activity, and 
extensive accommodations will be obtained from 
the banks. Their loans, whieh are now contraeted, 
will he rapidly extended; new enterprises will: be 
engaged in, property purchased, debts contracted, 
and the whole commercial machinery setin motion, 
“and all based on an irredeemable, depréciated 
-paper currency. Will it not be more diffcult 


And if they will not: 


it; and it will be impossible to prolong the present: 
Trade and manufactures will 


_ rency, or ils-equivalent? 


for the’ banks to Testne 
takes place, (and take pla 
it is now? Bat this. 18: ne 
purchased, and contracts:madeé, u 
dard, and a depreciated:<currency. 
liabilities will thus: be assunredj:and wil 
after having countenaticed-an irred 
currency for a year, and. given” it a 
not an express legislative sanction 


debts thus contracted to be paid: ina 


Sir, depend upon it, it the banks are n 
pelled to return to honest’ principles “of action i 
the course of the winter, or eatly in‘ the'spring, 
shall have fastened upon “ns, for years to come, 
that greatest of curses which can afflict andtion, a 


_ depreciated and fraudulent currency.” When did’ 


‘a. bank voluntarily redeem: its notes with specie: 
if suffered to continue its issues’ of irredeemable 
paper? He believed. there was no’ such example’ 
on record. We have a memorable instance in’ the 
Bank of England, which suspended payment by’ 
permission of an- Order in’ Council, issued: onthe’ 
Sabbath, and afterwards obtained: the sanction’ef 
Parliament for six months; and under that authotiy: 
continued. its suspension for twenty-five-féars—its’ 
ifredeemable paper constituting almost the entire’ 
currency of the nation. ‘The bank fonnd that state: 
of. things so very convenient and ‘profitable; that its’ 
whole influence was exerted to resist every attempt: 
to compel it to resume; and such! was the depen“ 
dence of. the government’ upon it, thatthe whote- 
influence of the ministry was exerted tojustify and 
sustain the bank-in its course.’ There, as hasbeen 
the case here, the question became’ connected! with’ 
the politics of the day, ahd the bank pariy anā the: 
Government party becoming identified, the “institit 
tion was enabled successfully to resist all attempts 
to compel it to redeem fis notes for a quarter of a 
century. Duriag a part of this long period its 
notes were at fifteen. per cent. discount; ‘and whilst 
the whole naiion were suffering from a vicious and 
fraudulent currency, the bank was rapidly making 


| money, and greatly increasing. its. profits, drawn 


from the industry. of the: people. “dts dividends, 
which, previous to the suspension, had not exceeded: 


„seven per cent. immediately arose to’ ten, and, in: 


addition.to. the dividends, a surplus fund was aéen- 
mulated. of more. than fifty millions. of dollars. 
Will examples like this be lost on the pesple of: 
the United States? Ife hoped not. Banks are 
governed by the insunet of profit; and, unforte- 
nately, their interests are not ofien consistent with 
the interests of the community. He regarded the 
principle, that the banks ought to be coerced: to 
fulfil their engagements jo the public, to conform 
to the obligations of laws, of justice, and” goot 
faith, of the highest importance; and “to sustain 
that principle, and to give tout all the:moral-force 
and influence which may flow from: a’‘solemn: and” 
deliberate decision ‘of Congress, he hoped. that® 


“neither of the bills relating to the currency of the 


District, would be postponed; but that we should 
promptly act upon them, and thus set an example 
which might perhaps haye some influence on the 
couniry. : f 


ia emanis 


DEBATE ON THE PUBLIC LANDS.: 

In Sexare, Dec, 26, 1837.00 ain 

he hill authorizing the States ig tax ‘lands, 
withia their respective limiis sofd-by the Unitel- 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke of this: bill’as 


into all-tbe ‘various projects set on foot in rela- 


: tion-to the public lauds ; the effect of this law would 
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be{o take away the great inducement the honest 
Plrchaser had to settle on the public lands—exemp- 
‘tion from taxation for the period of five years. Mr. 
C. intimated that the number of bills in relation 


to this ‘subject evinced a disposition to take from 7 


the United States all the public lands as rapidly 
as possible.“ < 4 ps 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama deprecated the course 
the debate had taken. He said he saw no propriety 
in drawing into the discussion .of this bill other 
measures that were in progress, as had been done 
by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay.) . The 
bill under consideration, he said, simply proposed 


to place the othér new States on the sare footing > 


with the States of Michigan and Arkansas, as pro- 
vid dq -in the acts for their ‘admission into-the 
Union, as to the right-of taxing lands hereafter-to be 
sold within their limits. Ele ‘said the reason which 
induced Congress to impose ‘the - restriction, on all 
the @tates before adrutted, not to tax lands sold by 
the United States for five years after the day. ofsale, 
chad ceased to exist. That restriction originated in 

-the credit system which formerly prevailed; for 
kinds then sold, oniy one-fourth was paid down; 
complete payment was not required ull the expira- 
tion of five years, and if uot then made, the tand 
vand ‘money were sithject to forfeiture. "Po have 
allowed the right of taxation to the States, in the 
mean time, might have involved and jeoparded the 
reversionary interest of the United States in the 
land thus subject to forfeiture, as it might have 
been sold hy the States for taxes. Tt was not for 
the sole purpese-of encouraging the setUement.and 
sale of the public domain, if at all, that the restric- 
tion was imposed. Mr. ©. said, asan evidence 
that this view of the subject was correct, the first 
and only States admitted since the commencement 
of the cash system had been received free from all 
such restraint of the taxing power; and was it not 
fair and just that the States, before admitted should 


be placed on equal footing, in this respect, asit 


regarded all sales hereafter to be made? 

He said the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) 
had, to say the least, very unnecessarily drawn 
into the discussion another bill which had been re- 
ported, to grant pre-emption rights to seilers on 
the public lands. 
that measure, he said, he hoped to be able tasath.fy 
the Senate, when it came up; he though: it unne- 
cessary now fo occupy time in its discussion. 

Mr. NORVELL said, there. was a principle in- 
volved in this bill, which, tohim, rendered at more 
valuable than any pecuniary or financial advan- 
tages which could rvesull froma it. "This was the 
principle, that the States ought all to have the right 
to tax the property held by individuals within their 
domains, if their policy required them to impose 
such taxation. wt was a sovereign State right, 
which ought never to have been taken from them. 
TIJe believed that by the Constitution, certainly by 
the ordinance of 1787, when new States were ad- 
mitted into the Union, they were to be admitted on 
a footing of perfect equality with the old States. 
Now the old States possessed and exercised the 
power of taxing the lands within their boundaries, 
by whomsoever they might be held. Until the 
admission of Michigan and Arkansas into the 
Union, the public lands sold to individuals within 
the new States, were exempt from taxation for five 
years after they were sold. The bill before the 
Senate proposed to place all the States, new and 
old, upon a footing of equality, as regarded the 
power of taxing the real estate owned by their citi- 
zens, or by non-residents, within their territorial 
limits. In relation to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Kentucky, touching the advantages which 
the new States might have derived from the favors 
conferred upon them by the old, in their legislation 
upon the publiclands, he could only say, that the 
benefits which the whole Union received fom the 
industry and enterprise of the new States, in im- 
proving the value, and encouraging the sales of the 
remaining public lands, far outweighed any disad- 
vantages which might have resulted from the spirit 
of encroachment imputed to the new States by the 
Senator from Kentucky. He did not, therefore, 
think that the people of the new States were under 
such immense obligations to those of the old, ashad 

peen supposed by-that honorable Senator. 


As to the poliey and jastiee of 


Mr. CLAY ‘of Kentucky still maintained: that 
the great motive persons had for securing establish- 
ments in the West, was the privilege they enjoyed. 
of exemption from taxation for five years; and if 
the bil! before them were passed, that great induce- 
ment for a. settlement there would be taken away. 
Tn the course of Mr. C's remarks, he alluded to the 
squatters, who had gathered in great numbers, and. 


seized on the public tands, organizing themselves ` 
“ into companies, and threatening destruction to any 


man who might choose to - purchase, thus taking 
from the Union the public property. These were 
the-people who came after their pre-emption rights, 
to Secure them in their ill-gotten possessions. There 
was a law in existence, he believed which authorized 
the Government to use a military force to drive off 
these intruders. What right had they tọ the public 
domain more than to the public ships? Were not 
both alike the property of the whole nation? _ 

Mr. C. alladed to the inequality in’ which the old 
States stood; and for proof of it, he would point to 
the committees, where thé power was almost exelu- 
sively given to the new States, and from these com- 
mittees bill after bill had been reported, all having 
the same object, and all tending to the same end, ` 

Mr. WALKER said this bill, which had been 
reperted from the Committee on Public Lands, 
contained no new principle, nor did it set forth any 
new views. It was the same, in all respects, as 
the bill which had been disenssed in the Senate at 
a prior session; and he hoped that the measure 
would: not be prejudiced by the remarks.of the 


Senator from Kentucky, which, in. his opinion,’ 
had no bearing on the merits of the: bill. before . 


them. At the period. referred to by the Senator, 


the public lands were sold on crèdit to settlers and: 
others; and the exemption from tax, for the period . 


named, might have been a salutary measure. Now, 


however, they were sold for cash, and the exemp-- 


tion was no longer necessary. Besides, the two 
new States, Arkansas and Michigan, were per- 
mitted, on their entrance into the Union, to tax; 
and all that was asked by the bill was, to put the 
other States on an equal footing, by granting the 
same privilege to all. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he must ask the 
indulgence of the Senate to say a few words.in re- 
ply to the remarks last made by the Senator from 
Kentncky (Mr. Clay.) Mr. ©. said that genile- 
man (Mr. C. of Kentucky) seemed to be endowed 
with a peculiar facility for changing positions, and 
adapting himself to the advocacy of almost any 
cause, or apy description of individuals. Tt was but 
the other day, that, in the disenssion of alittle mea- 
sure, which he thought proper to denominate a pie- 
ayune Dill—the bill to suppress change bills, 
commonly called shin-plasters in. this Distriet—he 
thought proper to bring into discussion the Sub- 
Treasury, and many other important principles of 
the Administration. He was then the advocate of 
the poor—appealing to our sympathies in behalf of 
the poor negrocs and beggar girls of this District. 
Now, he had espoused the cause of the powerful 
monopolist and rick land speculator, withholding all 
his sympathy from the poor tut industrions and 
enterprising settler on the public domain. Indeed, 
Mr. C. said the Senator from Kentucky had gone 
further and denonneed the settlers as- violators of 
the law, who had trespassed and seized npon the 
public property, and were entitled to no favor. Sir, 
said Mr. C. although this is not the time te discuss 
the claims of that meritorious class of citizens, I 
cannot pass by these unjustifiable denunciations 
without some notice. Even in regard to the 
amount of money received, he said, it was not a 
question of interest with the Government. It would 
be found, on a review of the history of our land 
salcs under the cash system, that land had sold 
more rapidly during the existence of pre-emption 
laws, than at any other period. It would be found, 
moreover, that the average excess, above the mini- 
mum, received since the commencement of that 
system, had not been, more than two or three cents 
peracre. Let the Senator from Kentucky wait 
till the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office comes in, responding to a resolation 
which had been adopted at the extra session on his 
(Mr. C’s) motion, and he would see the Go- 
vernment gained nothing, in money, by sel 


ling the public land’ at au 
question would: be fonnd to” 
Government. ought to -put 


to show the meritorious character of the claims of 
those intended to be benefited. = + i 


But (said. Mr. Clay) the Senator from Kentuely, 
by way of giving force to: his imputations against 
settlers on the publie lands, has. thought’ proper- to 
refer to an act of Congress,/passed: more than thirly 
years ago, which authotized’ the President of the 

, United States to cause. intruders -to beremoved by 
j military force. He seemed to. imagine: thatthe 
mere existence of this law upon.the statute book 
would be sufficient to stamp- with odium the conduet 
and characters of thosewho. went wpon ‘the public 
lands without. previously- purchasing. " It-is true, 
sir, (said Mr.-C.)-that:such:a Jaw had been. passed 
at the time menuoned;, but. what Chief Magistrate 
had ever* enforced, it,- unless -connected with. the 
‘actual or. supposed ‘intrusion. of the settlers upon 
“the rights of the Indians, from: whom the Jand:had 
been’ obtained, and ‘who still remained: upon’ it 
“under the treaty? For his own: part, (Mr. said,) 
although he had. resided for more than. twenty-six 
years in one`of the States where most. of the land 
hat been acquired from the Indians, in the ñean 
time he had known of no instance of’ an. order to. 
remove the settlers on any other ground than he 
had mentioned,’ by. military. forte. Indeed, he 
might ask, what Chief ‘Magistrate ever would 
attempt to expel settlers, by. such force, from the 
public domain? Would. the: Senator from Ken- 
tacky advise the exercise of such power? . Public 
sentiment would. revolt, at such treatment. of the 
hardy pioneers, who went-forward: im proving-the. 
country, giving increased.valae.td‘the public lands, 
and facilitating’ “permapent setlements, Nor did 
he know of any pénalty prescribed-by law for çut- 
ting ahd using any oilier timber than that reserved, 
and suifable, for shipbuilding. . There had been a 
general acquiescence, he believed; by every Admi- 
nistration, for twenty or thirty years;-in ihe setie- 
ment, use and cultivation,: of -ournewly acquired 
territory, with the exception ‘before stated.” Hence 
he had been warranted in saying, as he had done, 
when up before, that the Government had yielded 
a tacil permission, which exempted the class of 
‘persons alluded to from the charge of being mere 
trespassers. : : 


Mr. C. said he did not know to what part of the 
country the Senator from Kentucky referred when 
he charged the ‘settlers with using threats of vio- 
lence to deter others from the purchase of their im- 
provements. “He said he knew of but. one charge 
of that nature having been made against any of the 
citizens.of Alabama; and that was some seven or 
cight years ago, on the eve'of taking. up the bih, 
which contemplated the first. general. grant, of the 
right of pre-emption. But, it happened, fortunate~ 
ly, that there were these present who, were able to 
contradict the charge, ogs so-explain the circum- 
stances, as lo give entire satisfaction; and the mea- 
sure passed by d triumphant majority, and had 
long since diffused its incalculable benefits. He 
said he had heard of no other similar charge against 
the people of Alabama, or those of Mississippi, 
close in his vicinity, where large quantities of the 
public lands had since been brought-into:.markeb 
and sold. But, if such threats had been-used by a 
few settlers in some ‘particular neighborhood; y 
it fair, or just, on. that ground, to assail. a 
and deny them. the benefits to which they- 3 
titled? ‘Was it compatible with justice to- 


‘yesponsible for the indiscretion of a 
duals? we. 
gentleman from Kentucky had ‘thought 
fo complain, too, of the organization of the 
ittees ; having, perhaps, especial reference 
e Committee on the Public Lands. This ob- 
jection, Mr. C. thought, came with’a bad grace 
from that gentleman. If he would look back to 
the journals of the Senate two or three years ago, 
when the Senator from Kentucky and his political 
friends had the majority in that body—nay, if he 
would cast his eye upon the columns of one of the 
daily papers of this city, published a day or two 
~ since—he would find that there were at least four 
or five important committees at that time, upon 
each of which the then Administration had but 
one friend.’ 

Mr. C. coneluded by again deprécating this dis- 
cussion as ill-timed and out of place, reminding 
the Senate that the bill under consideration only 
contemplated placing the new States, admitted into 
the Union under the credit system, on an equal 
‘footing with those since admitted, as to the power 
of taxing lands hereafter sold by the United States, 
and expressing the hope that the measure would 
be considered and decided on its own proper merits. 

“Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, in speaking on 
this subject, he had reference to the land bills gen- 
etally, those that emanated from the committees 
on public as well as private, they all appeared to 
have the same tendency, to wit: to wrest the public 
domain ‘from the..grasp of the Union. Mr. C. 
wished that gentlemen who h% the poor so much 
in’ their mouths, would have their true interest 
more atheart. He contended that the pre-emp- 
tion Jaw led to the most infamous speculation, that 
thé public lands had been engrossed by intruders, who 

. their sold pre-emption claims in the shape of floats 
to an indefinite extent; these persons had consti- 
tuted themselves into an organized force, threaten- 
ing with violence all who attempted to disturb 
‘them, by purchasing from Government. They had 
traced out all the most beautiful spots of the un- 
“surveyed lands, embracing the finest soils. They 
were continually bounding over the public domain, 
‘seizing on the public property, and appropriating 
‘it to their own’ exclusive advantage. | As well 
might they seize on the North Carolina, or any 
other of our armed vessels of war. By what code 
of lawor morality could such a course be defended? 
There was a spirit of lawlessness ‘and violence 
abroad that he would like to see suppressed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did nct rise with a 
View'to make any remarks in relation to the pre- 
‘emption law, which was not now the subject of 
discussion, but merely for the purpose of justifying 
the-vote he was abouti togive. Mr. B. said he hap- 
‘pened to be on the committee to which had been 
réferred the subject of the admission of the State of 
Arkansas into the Union, and he would add a very 
hopeful and promising young sister she was. At 

that time he recollected there was a gréat deal of 
discussion in relation to the public lands, several 
“contending that the lands of the ‘United States’ 
should not be subject to taxation; the committee 
had, however, at last come to the conclusion that, 

on the whole; it was the safest to vest the power 
with the States; tbat while it could do no injury 

, to the General Government, it might be the 
means of protecting the States -from having their 
-lands bought up by throngs of - speculators, 
and remain uncultivated, unless sold at an enor- 
“mous profit to the industrious and enterprising 
“agriculturalist.. What the new States wanted was 
honest settlers, who came to till the soil, and who, 
while they improved their own condition, mate- 
tially added tothe value of the surrounding lands 
and general interests of the States where they were 
“Joéated.' Mr. B. was desirous of putting all the 
“States on the same footing of equality, which was 
\ sked bythe bill before them ; and he 
its passage would prejudice the sales 
nds, nor- did he believe it would alto- 
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Suppression of small notes in this | 


„the informer from receiving half the fine— - 


‘to the law where a person interested in the event 


‘arguments which he then submitted at length to 


passing, or attempting to pass, the note, bill, check, 


RESSION. 


any feflection on the CHAIR; and spoke for some- 


time in reply to Mr. ALLEN, ae 
Mr. ALLEN rejoined at some length, and. with 
much animation ; when the vote was taken on or~ 


dering the bill to be engrossed, and carried in the 


affirmative—yeas 35, nays 4. 


DEBATE ON THE DISTRICT CURRENCY. 
In Senate, December 22, 1837. ; 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to restrain the circulation of smail gotes in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. The question ‘being on the 
amendment of Mr. Smits, of Indiana, to exclude 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, said yesterday he had 
moved to amend the bill under consideration, by 
striking out that part which created a common in- 
former, and gave to him one-half of the penalty. 
During the discussion on that question yesterday, 
hehad heard from different parts of the Senate the 
opinicn expressed that there was no case known 


of the prosecution could be a witness in’ favor 
of that prosecution. He would not at this time 
detain the Senate with a recapitulation of the 


the Senate in opposition to these opinions: the array 
of legal talent maintaining an opinion so opposite to 
that which he entertained, had caused him almost. 
to doubt on the subject. He had, therefore, as a 
lawyer would say, since the adjournment last 
evening, consulted the authorities on the subject, 
and the result had been entirely satisfactory to his 
mind, that he was not mistaken on yesterday in the 
matter. He would read to the Senate from Starkie 
on Evidence, a standard work, what is now be- 
lieved to be the law of the question. Mr. Smrrit 
then read from the second volume of Starkie: “So 
in an action by the party robbed against the hun- 
dred, he is a competent witness as to the fact of 
robbery, although he is not only interested, but the 
plaintiff in the suit. So interest is no objection to 
competency if all persons who are likely to know 


the fact are equally interested. And therefore the 
loser of more than 101. at a sitting, is a competent 
witness upon an information under the statute of 5 
Anne, sec. 5, which subjects the winner to the for- 
feiture of five times the money won, upon convic- 
tion, and authorizes any person to sue for it, and 
therefore any person is as much entitled to sue for 
it as the witness. So in the case of extortion by 
duress, and in other similar cases which, from their 
very nature, admit of no proof but by the testimony 
of the party injured, he is, according to Lord Holt, 
a competent witness from necessity.” This clear- 
ly sustains the position that the Court, without any 
enactment by the Legislature, will, ex necessitate; 
admit the witness, although he may be interested 
in procuring the conviction of the accused. 

He (Mr. Smith) was opposed to. creating inte-- 
rested common reformers ; the remedy. was, in his 
opinion, worse than the disease. What! will you 
bribe a sct of men to haunt your taverns, market 
houses, railroad depots, and other places of public 
resort, to lay wait for, and act as spies upon, all 
who may visit your city, and then, in a prosecution 
instituted by themselves, swear money into their 
pockets? He trusted not. He would, however, 
to accommodate this matter to the views of those 
who view it as an important part of the bill, as 
far as he consistently could, withdraw the amend- 
ment he had moved on yesterday, and move what 
appeared to him to be an amendment which would, 
in a great degree, correct tHe evils he complained 
of.. Mr. Smita then moved an amendment which 
provides that if the prosecutor shall offer himself 
or be admitted a witness for the prosecution, he 
shall forfeit all claim to any part of the penalty ; 
which amendment was adopted without a count. 
Mr. Smitu then moved to strike out the following 
clause of the bill as reported by the committee : 
“Summarily and without delay, and with: the 
right of immediate discovery on oath in all cases 
where the defendant shall deny. the’ issuing: or, 


draft, or other paper in question? seesi ssi f 
He, (Mr. Smirx,) in making: thig. motion, ‘had 


tem it can be called, openly denounced by ‘all. 


tional objection’ wh: 
Senator from -Kentue 


tion of the principles of: the Constitutio 
he readily admitted himself to: bea disei 
school which recognises. the power of the Supreme 
Court to’declare a law passed by Congress uncon- 
stitutional and void: when clearly in conflict. with 
that paramount charter of our liberty, yet it“is:not 
the less thè duty of thé. legislative’ department “of 
the Government to`sëe that it does not. transce: 
its constitutional power in its enactments. 
amendment on that point puts this question 
it leaves the question to be decided b 
trying the case, under the Conistitutio 
governing the same. cot AM $ 
The other object of the` amendment ‘he (Mr. 
Smith) had already avowed. * This bill is'oné cre- 
ating an offence heretofore tnknown inthis Dis-‘ 
trict, and punishing that offende- with high pains 
and penalties; and how is it proposed to carry into 
effect its provisions? The answer to this question 
is furnished by that part of the bill proposed tobe 
stricken out, by compelling: the defendant; ‘upon. 
trial, to answer,’on oath, as’ 10° his: guilt: or inno- 
cence; to criminate himself, to discdver his own 
guili, to subject himself to the pains and penalties ` 
of the law. Sir, (said Mr. Smith) such a proceed- 
ing never can be tolerated in this country. ` It can 
be resorted to with approbation only where inquisi-: 
torial power is supposed to be necessary to calm. 
the guilty fears of some despotic tyrant; or to“fur- 
nish victims for an inquisition. But in .carrying 
into effect our laws.for the suppression of offences, 
either mala in se or mala prohibiti, the principle has 
been .justiy discarded, and he-could see no. reason 
why it should be resorted ` to'in this case: He ‘had 
‘been long since well satisfied that ‘there was no 
greater error committed by legislators than that of 
multiplying oaths oñ all occasions, and particularly 
in-cases where the person swearing is interested: in 
the matter in controversy. It has been truly ‘said 
by writers on the subject, that “ where’ you sow: 
oaths you must reap perjuries.” He was therefore 
constrained to say that he could not support the bill 
unless that provision was stricken out. ce 
Mr. S. said he had occupied so’ much time “yes 
terday and to-day on the attestions of amendment, 
that he could not ask the Senate to. listen-to many: 
additional remarks -from him; ‘he was unwilling, - 
however, to.resume his.seat until he had ew: 
words.relative to the merits of this ‘questi ‘He: 
regretted to have seen in the progress of the.debate 
a disposition manifested on the part of some Sena- 
tors to give this measure a party direction... Is it 
possible that every measure introduced here is at 


ties. For himself, (said Mr, S.) he wished iste 


ate ey S 
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distinctly understood that the remarks of that Sena- 
tor could not apply to him. So far from being fä- 
vorable to “shin-plasters,” to corporation and indi- 
vidual rags for money, his objection to the notes of 
the State incorporated banks had always been that 
even they were too local in their character to answer 
the purposes of a general and extended:airculating 
medium. He had, ever since he had“been a pub- 
lic man, contended for, and still insisted on, a 
sound mixed currency—specie and local bank pa- 
per, redeemable at the will of the holder in specie, 
as a local medium; and a national paper currency, 
redeemable on demand and convertible into specie 
at the will of the holder, of universal credit and 
circulation, equally current from Maine to Geor- 
gia, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, asa national 
or general medium of circulation. Sir, (said Mr. 
S.) the charge, as he had heretofore understood it, 
was, that the party to which he belonged favored a 
great monopplizing institution, sufficient in power 
to annihilate all the local issues. Now, it seems 
the charge is to be, that it is nota “national bank 
party,” but a “shin-plaster party.” Sir, (said Mr. 
8.) his first impression of this matter was, that 
these shin-plasters were a mere excrescence, a fun- 
gus, growing out of a vicious state of the currency; 
and he still believed that, whenever the banks shall 
resume specie payments, public opinion will 
greatly lewen the evil; yet the facts admitted by 
all, that the same cause does not produce the same 
effect at other places, was. very conclusive to his 
mind that these small notes were issued mere for 
private gain than for the accommodation of the 
public. He could not, therefore, come to the con- 
clusion that the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) 
did, that the suppression of these bills, before there 
was a surrounding resumption of specie payments 
by the banks, would operate oppressively to the 
poor, the market people, and others transacting the 
small concerns of the city. He (Mr. S.) was of 
the opinion that the result would prove other- 
wise, and that those were the very persons most 
likely to be benefited by the suppression of these 
bills; because they are the most likely to be im- 
posed. upon by them. Under the impression that 
the measure will prove a salutary one, that it will 
rid the District of its vitious circulating medium, 
that the vacucm will be filled by. specie small 
change, much to the public credit, and beneficial to 
the people here. He should support the measure, if 
the amendment should be adopted, without at this 
time inquiring into the question how the course of 
policy heretofore pursued had contributed to pre- 
duce this state of things, or what party did or did 
not support the bill. 


Mr. MORRIS again remarked on the great am- 
biguity or want of clearness in the bill, doubting 
whether he understood it as it was intended; but if 
he did, he should vote against it. It authorized the 
prosecutor, as he thought to retain the note which 

ad been passed to him, to fecover its value, fifty 
per cent. damages, and half the fine, and then to 
present the note itself for redemption. He com- 
mented on other features of the bill, which he 
thought highly exceptionable. 


Mr. PRESTON thought there was much in the 
views expressed by Mr. Morris. The bill ap- 


peared inartificially framed to meet the cases pro- 
posed. . Usually special provisions were made for 
punishment of slaves, which were not here to 


the 
be found. He thought, from the too great neglect 
of attention to the concerns of the District, the Se- 
nate ought to recoil from passing any severe mea- 
sure not recommended by the District Committee. 
He concurred with Mr. Morris, that a great over- 
sight had been committed, in overlooking slaves, 
by whom a great portion of these small notes were 
and would be passed. He insisted that all sta- 
tutes creating new crimes, as this did, ought to be 


very perspicuous, a point in which this bill was 
particularly defective. He characterized as tyran- 
nical the summary process proposed, of dragging 
the accused at once before a tribunal, and com- 
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Suppression of small notes in this District—Mr. Morris, Preston, Brown, 


experimenters had not the power-to carry in their. 
own States. ` : ; 

If (said Mr. P.) Maryland of Virginia tolerate 
these notes, shall it be said that on one side. of a 
line the law permits a thing which on the other side 
isa crime? Shall they who cross the line from 
such neighboring States, on entering the Dis- 
trict, be obliged to change their money? It appeared 
to him that the Committee on Finance had not 
shown itself competent, and was not competent, to 
legislate exclusively in such a matter for this Dis- 
trict. Mr. P. then deprecated the principle esta- 


blished in the bill, by which any individual might 


be dragged before a magistrate and compelled to 
swear to his own commission of the new-invented 
crime of this bill. Here is sown a crop—of. oaths, 
and the harvest will necessarily be a plentiful 
crop—of perjury. It was a trap and a snare lead- 
ing to perjury. The Finance Committee, Mr. P. 
said, had entered upon a series of wild and fan- 
tastical experiments. Their experiments had re- 
sulted in the flood of such paper as this. Such is 
the result; and what, he would ask, is the natnral 
remedy? Is it not to remove the cause which has 
produced these fatal results to the country? But 
no; they continue their projects, and come here 
into the District to create crimes against their mis- 
shapen theories, and to set up a new set of penal- 
ties for the contempt which has fallen upon their 
abortive experiments. Their miserable new system 


of finance is to be enforred by a new system of 


pains and penalties, by a sort of revolutionary 
tribunal having summary and instantaneous power 
over the property of citizens—it might be to the 
amount of every cent of their property. It appeared 
to Mr. P. that the Committee on the. District 
ought at least to have been consulted: he therefore 
moved that this bill be recommitted, for better 
consideration, to that committee. i 

Mr. BROWN, in reply to the reproach of pro- 
jects and experiments, said, that there was a grand 
project on foot to perpetuate the paper system and 
to prevent the resumption of specie payments. As 
to the promotion of perjury, such an argument, if 
valid, would justify all crimes; arson, burglary, &c. 
must be tolerated, for fear of reaping a crop o: per- 
juries, if this crime is to be tolerated on that ground. 
North Carolina is now enjoying a general specie 
circulation, obtained by a law similar to this. It 
is time, said Mr. B. for the Congress of the United 
States to set an example, and if the States do not 
choose to follow, let them suffer the inconveniences 
of the paper system. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not rise to debate the bill at 
this late hour; he would, however, give a simple 
history of its origin, and would show wko were its 
authors, and how far the Committee on Finance 
had gone out of the way in this matter, as had been 
rather unkindly alleged by the Senator from South 
Carolina. 

{Mr. Preston interposed. He had made no such 
allegation. Mr. P. had said the bill was beyond 
the province or out of the way of the Committee on 
Finance.] 

Mr. W. continued by observing, that by a reso- 
lution of the Senate the committee had been autho- 
rized to consider this subject; it was by the express 
order of the Senate that they had gone out of their 
way, if indeed they had done so, as had been al- 
leged. The bill originated in this manner, and, 
after undergoing several amendments, was passed 
last session. Mr. W. understood Mr. P. to say, 
rather unkindly, that the committee had gone out 
of their way. It was the study of his legislative 
life never to impute improper actions to any mem- 
ber of the Senate; he might, perhaps, have misun- 
derstood the honorable Senator. Mr. W. denied 
that any disappointed feelings brought from New 
York had in any manner infiuenced him in the se- 
verity of this measure. He understood Mr. P. to 
say that the wild and chimerical measures of the 
committee had produced this state of things in the 
country. If Mr. P. would refect, he must satisfy 
himself that this was an ungrounded chorge. No 
law presented by the committee had been passed, at 
all affecting the currency. He knew of no cther 
than one bill, and that one proposed only, which 
never was passed; this surely had not affected the 


currency! He considered rather that Mr. P, him- 


æ 


self had gone a little too far out of his way in al- 
leging that the committee had been enlisted in ultra 


‘notions, not considering that those. notions, what- 


ever they. might be, had never become. the law of. 
the land. o i Cd tm acon, 

Mr. W. ‘had.no -particular atlachment to any 
feature of this bill: he was quite willing to receive 
some of the amendments proposed; but as the 
Senate had once:solemnly passed this. very same 
bill, he did not’ think himself entitled to propose 
any different one than this, to: which ithad already 
given its assent. ~ rahe 

Mr. PRESTON said he regarded the committee 
as the exponent of the will of the Executive. How 
it had responded to all the sentiments and fantastic 
chimeras of the Executive, was well known to 
every body. It had reflected back all the projects 
of the Executive, and he therefore held the com- 
mittee itself to be responsible, The committee had 
exhibited its servile adherence to the war against 
banks and paper and credit. K is. the knowledge 
that this spirit exists in the Executive, andis- te- 
sponded to by the strongest party here, which pros- 
trates the credit of the country at this present mo- 
ment. Why is the silver locked up? Why can 
the people not geta quarter-dollar in change? Is it 
not because the conntry knows. too well that the 
Executive and his supporters on this floor are 
struggling by spasmodic efforts to force their glo- 
rifled specie currency and hard-money schemes 
upon the country? forcing up the price of specie, 
and effectually driving ìt out: of eireulation, by 
forcing the people to buy up, as'a dear commodity, 
that which before was in common circulation as a 
currency, and would be so now, but for the mca- 
sures of the Administration, servilely copied and 
Jesponded to by the Committce on Finance. 

Let the committee dip the statute book in blood, 
and press their pains and penalties upon the coua- 
try; but did they imagine that by so doing they 
could restore a sound currency, and re-establish, by 
measures of force, that which they had disturbed 
and ruined by measures of folly? He repeated 
that the committee was out of its way ; for it was 
not properly a committee of general currency. The 
Government proposes to have nothing to. do with 
the currency, (after having done so much and so 
fatally ;) why, then, does it now meddle by its Com- 
mittee on Finance? Nothing which he (Mr, P.) 
had heard had changed his views of the propii ty 
of recommitting the bill: he would therefore. press 
hs motion to that effect, f 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said it strack him that 
the reference to the Committee for the District 
would be proper. There were many facts and 
laws to be inquired into which they ought first to 
ascertain before passing an act of such a sweeping 
and general cffect. There were people of business, 
merchants, mechanics, bankers, and others, whose 
opinions and views ought to be known and under- 
stood, if it was desired to pass a law of such im- 
pertance in a proper manner. Especially it ought 
to be inquired into and ascertained whether (sup- 
posing no resumption of specie payments should 
first take place oul of the District) the banks in the 
District would be able, alone and isolated, to re- 
sume? It ought first to be ascertained whether 
there could be the necessary circulation for neces- 
sary purposes, under existing circumstances, with- 
out the use of this kind of paper, or without the 
substitution of any thing in its place? It ought to 
be known and ascertained whether, if you put 
down the District paper, other paper of the same 
description will not, by unavoidable necessity, 
come into the District from other places, and circu- 
late instead of the paper you have put down? It 
ought to be inquired if it is possible for this District 
to stand alone, an isolated solitary spot, and main- 
tain an exclusive specie currency, when sucha 
currency exists no where else? Surely this possi- 
bility ought first to be inquired into. And itap- 
peared to Mr. Cray that, since. there existed’. a... 
Committee for the District, for the especial co 
deration of things relating to the District, the: 
mittee on Finance was not so competen 
committee to enter into these inquiries, and 
the subject that justice which it surely requ 

Mr. C, would ask. whether, under. the genera: 
term “individuals,” as employed in. the bill, slave 
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ot necessarily included. When terms so 
“general as these were used, it certainly did appear 
-te-him that peoplé of color were comprised in their 
“meaning: . But suppose for a moment they were 
¿not included in this description; then a dilemma 
- arose in his mind; for, if they were included, here 
was a species of trial affecting only free persons, 
and: altogether inapplicable to them, imposing a 
pecuniary mulet which slaves who had no property 
could not pay. On the other hand, if they were not 


‘included, then what would be the use. of the bill,- 


since‘it was chiefly by and among them that these 
notes. were circulated, either instrumentally or di- 
rectly? Whichever horn of the dilemma gentlemen 
might take, the bill fails altogether in its object and 
intention, and becomes perfectly inoperative. It, 
therefore, clearly appeared to him that some amend- 
ment to the bill was necessary in its present crude 
state, and the Committee for the District was the 
most suitable to take this subject into consideration. 
-There was another description of persons whom 
this bill would chiefly affect, who would be ren- 
dered liable to its pains and penalties. They were 
minors—little boys and girls—children—the very 
beggars whom we meet onthe avenue! These 
were the persons, these were the unfortunates, who 
were to:be punished by this bill! As to the autho- 
rity of the. Committee. of Mays and Means, that 
~ was not disputed; true, they had received the au- 
` thority which they had exercised in framing this 
bill, arl so far the Senator from New York (Mr. 
Wright) was perfectly: corgct in his statement. 
The resolution authorizing them to undertake 
this. business had been passed without notice, and 
without any Senator dreaming of its purpose and 
intention; it wasa resolution passed the last session, 
having reference to the means of relief generally 
for the country, and he for one never contemplated 
in such an ordinary resolutiony.a bill of pains and 
penalties of this description, to be inflicted on this 
little spot of ten miles square! This was not the idea 
he had entertained of the relief to be afforded to 
the country at large, which it was anxiously hoped 
-would have been devised at the last session. But 
the committee have totally reversed the natural 
` order of things; they have begun at the wrong end; 
they were looked to for some remedy to the disor- 
dered state of the currency; we had-hoped for some 
cure to the general. disease; ‘but, instead of that, 
they begin with this little District. Instead of going 
to. the fountain head, and. applying some remedy 
for the. general suffering produced by the heedless 
measures of -the Executive, they begin with apply- 
ing their remedies of pains and penalties against 
credit to this little District. If they had, however, 
begun’ there where they ought to have done—if 
they had removed the well known cause of all the 
‘country’s suffering, then, without any further tron- 
ble, without any violent and isolated measure of 
this kind, instantly they would have re-established 
order and regularity in the currency of this Dis- 
trict. Now, however, in view of the general and 
yet unmitigated evils affecting the currency in every 
other section of the Union,they begin here, at this little 
spot, to operate upon the whole Union, without know- 
ing or inquiring whether any of the States have put 
down this small change; without knowing or in- 
quiring what the banks have done or will do; with- 
out knowing or inquiring whether, if they put 
- down the only existing medium. of exchange in 
“small affairs, there will be any kind of substitute 
whatever to supply its sudden removal; without 
even inquiring whether it will be at all possible to 
transact the little business of common life, when 
the only existing change is thus violently removed 
by the terrors of penalties and pxnishments! 
Again, (Mr. C. observed,) this bill is aimed at the 
poor, the miserable, the wretched portion of the 
community; against slaves, negroes, and beggars; 
against infants, women, and children! Hfere are 
ofines to punish boys.and girls if they. go to market, 
or offer to: buy. any think with the only money you 
<+ shave enabled:them.to have in their possession. Do 
: ¿not (said MË. $ 


throughout the wh 
"be:a crime) your “own fatal: measures have driven 
the country! - Do-not Jet your indignation against 
he banks and the “credit: system Yent itself in this 


: ful medium, forced upon us by the still more dis- j 
graceful measures of the Executive; forced upon 


splenetic measure against this District! _It is a bill 
of pains and. penalties, a bill-to force a man to 
swear against himself. Under its operation. any 


person, any member of Congress, may be put upon. 


his oath tosay if ever he has passed a sixpence of 
this currency. Itis a measure. of swearing and 
punishing people, of which the committee ought to 
be ashamed of itself for introducing. It is true 
(said Mr. C.) the bill was run. through the Senate 
last session, but how did that happen? We were 
all absorbed in considering and debating that exe- 
crable.scheme which (thank God).the patriotism of 
the other House defeated, and he hoped forever. 
No one noticed the bill, and it was arrested in 
the House of Representatives, where also that ex- 
ecrable-and abominable scheme of an Executive 
Treasury was arrested, and received its quietus. 
Do not (said Mr. C.) attack negroes and little chil- 
dren, whose necessities may drive them to spend 
their little all in this your own created currency. 
Strike, rather, at higher game. Go to the banks, if 
you please; attack them; but spare, oh! spare, the 
little game, the poor, the weak, the helpless, the 
unwary, the women and children, and market peo- 
ple. They must take money in some shape; they 
are compelled to dispose of their few comrodities; 
they are obliged to carry home something from the 
sale of their little adventures. Do not then attack 
them, and intlict the vengeance of your wrath 
against credit and paper and bankis upon the help- 
less and necessitous, who have no. remedy but to 
take and pass this money. Attack more noble 
game. 

Mr. C. concluded by expressing a-hope that this 
bill would be recommitted to the Committee for the 
District, and that they would inquire if it be possi- 
ble that the daily business of the people of this Dis- 
trict can be transacted without money, either silver 
or paper; whether, also, if this system be attempted 
for the District, if it can be possible for the citizens 
of the District to get along on the genuine hard- 
money plan, while all the Union besides wasdriven 
upon the only resource which the experiment had 
left to the country. For my own part, (said Mr. 
C.) if this currency can be put down by fair and 
honorable ways, I shall be rejoiced; it is a disgrace- 


us by the acts of Executive will, which, to the mis- 
fortune of the country, has received too much sanc- 
tion from Congress. Glad should he be if this 
madium could be put down; but let it be by fair 
means, and beginning at the right place. 

Mr. ROANE, as chairman of the Committee for 
the District, was opposed to the reference to that 
committee, because he thought the subject did not 
belong to it. Mr. R. then proceeded at come 
length to advocate the generai measures of the Ad- 
ministration, and the particular measure of this 
bill. In adverting to the encouragement held out 
to informers, Mr. R. referred to the happy effects 
produced in -Virginia by such a system, and in- 
stanced particularly the literary fand, which had 
been greatly enriched by the operation of informers, 
by money poured into its coffers through their in- 
strumentality. 

Mr. BROWN followed on the same side, and 
entered into an exposition of the dangers of the 
banking system, and of the conspiracy which it 
seemed to him existed to bring forward a national 
bank. 

Mr. B. also maintained that these small bills had 
been issued mainly by corporations, in violation of 
existing laws; and yet gentlemen of the Opposition 
had openly applauded these violations of law, with 
a view to scourge the country into submission to a 
national bank. This he did not make as a direct 
charge against them, but drew as an inference. 
Mr. B. wished to save the community from these 
paper systems and experiments, which honorable 
gentlemen were so earnest to perpetuate. 

Mr. B. regretted the antipathy which gentlemen 
of the Opposition manifested when gold and silver 
were alluded to, and insisted that if these smali 


bills were suppressed, an abundance of specie | 


change would, of course, comc into.circulation: He 
closed by treating as idle the objection which had 
been insisted onin relation to informers. 


Mr. YOUNG of p ois said: My object in 
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rising, Mr. President,. is not to..discuss the merits: 
of the bill under consideration, but for a very dif. 
ferent purpose. -That purpose is, if I can; to: des. 
fend the -horiorable’ chairman, and the Committee 


-on Finance. generally, from: unmerited reproach ¢ 


or. if it shall be believed: that “blame. or censure. is 
justly attributable ‘to the committee: for having 


_Teported and recommended this.measure, thatall the: ` 


parties concerned as originators, abettors,.of:other- 
wise, may fare alike in the judgmentof condemna- 
tion to be awarded by-the.much injured inhabitants: 
of this “miserable, unrepresented,” District. -Before 
I proceed, Mr. President, I will ask the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Wright,) whether the bill. under consideration, 


‘as reported by that committee at the present:-ses- 


sion, is not precisely similar to the one: which 
passed the Senate at the late extra session,-on the: 
same subject? [Mr. Wricnut having.’ answered:i 
the affirmative, Mr. Youne continned 
Mr. -President, is as I. supposed. ‘The ible. 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) by way of 
ridicule, calls this a “picayune bill,” the provisions 
of which, he contends, if adopted and carried into 
practice, will strike direcily at the negroes, the 
litle boys and girls, and ‘the poor beggars of the 
District; and concludes by. saying, that the commit- 
tee ought to be ashamed: for having recommended 
such a measure. : Now, sir,. for the history of this 
transaction. Atthe late extra session of Congress, 
a bill containing three sections, as well as J remem=- 
ber, was reported. by the. Committee: on Finance; 
the first: two sections of which related tothe banks 
of the District, and the third was intended to.sup- 
press the circulation of small notes, usually called 
“shin-plasters.” Near the close of the session, the 
bill came up for consideration. After considerable 
debate on the several propositions submitted by the 
committee, the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Webster,) not now in his place, (who 
then was, and still is, a member of the Finance 
Committee,) moved to strike out the first two sec- 
tions of the bill in relation to the banks; about - 
which, he said, there was so much disagreement, 
and proposed the adoption of the third section, to 
suppress the circulation of shin-plasters, about 
which, he said, there could be as little disagree- 
ment. Well, sir, what followed? The two first 
sections were stricken out on the motion of the 
honorable Senator, as if by unanimous consent; 
and the third, or shin-plaster section, was adopted. 
and passed by an overwhelming vote, (without 
distinction as to party:) the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) and two. or three 
others only, voting in the negative. What became 
of the bill in the other House, I know not; suffice 
it to say, it did not become alaw,- The sub- 
stance. of that. bill, perhaps, in ` precisely-‘the 
same language, has been again reported’ by 
that. committee, and is now under considera- 
tion;.and such are the epithets which are ‘now 
applied to the measure, and the denunciations of 
those who have believed it to be their duty to bring 
it forward. I again repeat, if odium is to attach 
to any, let all who have participated: in- the sin, 
come in for their reasonable share. But we are 
admonished by the honorable Senator from Kén- 
tucky (Mr. Clay) to wait, to pause, until something 
shall be done by the neighboring States-—of..Mary~ 
land and Virginia—to wait for the action of Balti- 
more and Richmond, until. something. shall be 
done, looking towards the general resumption of 
specie payments. Sir, do we notall understand. 
this language? Those opposed to the resumption 
of specie payments.in and about the State Legis- 
latures, when the matter is,urged upon. them, say, 
t wait”? for the action of Congress; and those in 
and. about the Capitol. who have such a dislike for 
gold and silver, as.almost ‘to recoil at the‘mention 
of it, tell us.“wait? for the action of the State 
Legislatures; and. between the two, their admoni- 
tions if attended to, would lead to indefinite post 
ponement: _ Mr. President, can.any reasonable 
man (unless he -shall purposely close his eyes) be 
so blind to what is going on, as not to perceive the 
mighty influence which was brought to bear in the. 
recent bank convention in New York, and which 
still is operating to. prevent, if possible, the early 


resumption of specie payments by the banks? Cay 
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any one doubt as to the location of that power, or 
by whom it is sustained in its unlawful purposes? 
And shall we, too, succumb to it? Sir, they will 
fail in their object. The honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, tells us that already one of these banks 
has resolved on specie payment. Yes, sir, others 
will follow; the sound institutions of the country, 
one by one, will come to the rescue, and this mighty 
combination of moneyed influence will yet fail of 
its grand object—another Bank of the United 
States, with unlimited capital, which only can be 
accomplished by keeping up a deranged state of the 
currency. l 

But, Mr. President, why should these small notes 
be regarded as so essential to the convenience of 
the people of this District? Of all other places, I 
would suppose that here there was the least necessi- 
ty for resorting to such expedients. If I am cor- 
rectly informed, the public officers, and members 
of. Congress, furnish by far the greater part of the 
circulating medium in this city. Under the ex- 
isting arrangement, two-thirds of their compensa- 
tion is, paid in gold or silver. Then why not pay 
out this gold and silver in payment of our ordinary 
expenses here, and those who receive from it from 
us, again pay it to such as have demands upon 
them? In this way, if I am not greatly mistaken, 
specie would very soon fill up the vacuum, which. 
will be produced in the community by the with- 
drawal of these paper change tickets, if the provi- 
sions of this bill shall be suffered to go into opera- 
tion; and irresponsible or dishonest persons, dis- 
posed to commit frauds upon their neighbors, by 
issuing notes they never intend to redeem, either 
from want of ability or inclination, thereby pre- 
vented. from further unlawful speculation upon the 
supposed neeessities of the people, growing out of 
the present deranged state of the currency. 

ow is itnow, sir? If amember should pay his 
landlord, or more properly his landlady, according 
to. the fashion of the times in this fashionable me- 
tropolis, what becomes of it? Is it not forthwith 
(to use a back woods phrase) sent off and exchang- 
ed for. “shin-plasters” at an advance, to pay for 
tuel, marketing, and such articles as are generally 
purchased in small parcels to sustain and keep up 
the household? Are not, in fact, these small notes 
almost in universal use, by every one, to defray the 
smaller class of expenses; and is not the specie, 
which ought to circulate in their stead, as univer- 
sally bought up by the brokers, and excluded from 
circulation? I repeat, sir, that the further con- 
tinuance of this miserable trash in circulation, is not 
necessary to the welfare of the people of this Dis- 
trict; but on the contrary, is productive of much 
mischief, in depriving them of a sound and really 
valuable currency, which never can circulate to 
any extent until this wretched substitute of paper 
change, counterfeits and all, is altogether and en- 
tirely banished from the country. 

Mr. President, I reside in a State where the 
banks, as in other places, have suspended specie 
payments. We have no paper currency under five 
dollars; and nevertheless have change enough to 
answer all our reasonable purposes. The prices of 
produge and of labor are both high, and readily 
command the money; and so far as my immediate 
neighbors. are concerned, I wish they may never 
see worse times. I also fully concur, Mr. Presi- 
dent, in the statement of the Senator from Missou- 
ri; (My. Benton,) when speaking of the present 
prosperity of the city of St. Louis. I did not, sir, 
in the whole course of my travel in retarning from 
my place:of residence (which is one hundred and 
eighty miles above that place on the river Missis- 
sissippi) to thiscity, since the late extra session and 
just before the commencement of the present, see as 
many steamboats, (and many of them of the largest 
class,) as many boxesand barrels, and merchandise 
and produce in different forms, with all that stir and 
bustle of people, wagons, carts, and drays, inci- 
dent to an active and business, and I might add 
prosperous, community, as I saw at the wharf of 
that infant city, St. Louis. And yet, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as often as- I have been there, which is not 
unfrequently, I have not yet seen the first “shin- 
plaster in circulation in that place, or the man 
w eh one; ig my knowledge. 

“Die Sthator from Benih CBPling 
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in allu-ling to the condition of things here, by way 4 
of pity and commiseration for the people of -the 
“ten miles square,” called this a poor, little, mise- 


| rable District!” Mr. President, this reminds me 


forcibly of a circumstance which occurred in the 
Legislature. of the State in which I reside, many 
years ago, which (without intending the slighvest 
disrespect for the gentleman concerned, whom I 
regard as one of my best friends, politically and 
otherwise) I will mention as a casein point. An 
honorable member of that State, (whe is at this’ 
time a Senator of that State, and deservedly popu- 
lar with his constituents) with that laudable inten- 
tion which is always conceded to politicians, in 
which love of self merges into the interest of the 
people, (the farming portion and the. poor espe- 
cially,) and with the further lawful design of ingra- 
tiating himself still more in the good graces of the 
good people of his district, introduced into the 
Assembly a bill “to enable poor people to marry.” 
This, sir, was the title of his bill. It commenced, 
according to the old fashion of doing up such 
things by our early law-givers, with a preamble, in 
which was set forth that, ‘‘ Wnermas, there are 
now resident in the counties of (the counties 
composing his district) divers poor persons, both 
male and female, who are anxious to marry, but 
who, for want of means to obtain licenses, and to 
defray the other necessary expenses, such as cele- 
brating the bans, etc. on account of the difficulties 
and privations incident to the settlement of a new 
country, whereby many well-disposed persons are 
prevented from carrying their lawful and praise- 
worthy designs into execution: “THEREFORE,” 
etc. The honorable member stated, from his place, 
in support of the measure, that he had already 
made an arrangement with a certain clergyman of 
good standing in his church, whose name he men- 
tioned, by which all the marriages contemplated by 
his bill were to be consummated by the minister, 
without fee or reward, (except, I believe, that he 
was not to be debarred from the privilege of accept- 
ing presents on such occasions;) and concluded by 
expressing the hope that his bill wouid be permitted 
to pass, so that the poor people of his district mizht 
in future obtain licenses from the clerks, also with- 
out compensation. Such, Mr. President, was the 
scope of the honorable member’s bill; the benefit 
of its provisions being. expressly limited to his own 
immediate constituents. Shortly after its introduc- 
Madam Rumor, who is always busy on such occa- 
sions, sent forth the report that the honorable mover 
of this wise and wholesome proposition, who doubt- 
less acted in all sincerity of purpose, represented a 
“ poor, little, miserable District,” and that his consti- 
tuents were wholly unable to marry, unless some 
law could be passed to remove their disability. 
Well, to the utter amazement of the honorable re- 
presentative, his constituents unexpectedly flocked 
to the seat of Government to inquire into the 
matter, and demand an explanation; and, instead 
of the anticipated greetings on all sides, of “ well 
done, thou good and faithful servant,” for his exer- 
tions and good intentions in their behalf, they up- 
braided him with reproaches and bitler denuncia- 
tions; declared that they were as able to marry as 
the people in other parts of the country, and de- 
manded the immediate abandonment of the favor- 
ite project. The member, chagrined and mortified 
at the dissatisfaction he had unintentionally pro- 
duced with the best of motives, and disappointed at 
the sudden reverse in the prospect of his favorite 
scheme, which, in the language of the day, was 
now “blowed sky high” by his constituents, apo- 
logized for his error, promised better things in f 
future, was forgiven by his ineensed neighbors, 
withdrew his bill, and there the matter ended, and 
I trust will rest in oblivion, henceforth and for ever. 
So, sir, I doubt not the good intentions of the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Pres- 
ton) towards the good people of this fashionable 
and high-toned city, and the country hereabouts, 
when, with pity and commisseration, and all the 
finer feelings of the philanthropist, he calls this a 
“poor, litle, miserable District.” But, sir, is not 
the honorable Senator mistaken in supposing that 
the people will be gratified with this squalid pic- 
ture of their condition? . Mr. President, I am much 
mistaken in the character I have formed of the peg- 


k 


= ple ofthis Histriet, (poor as: their soil may be, 
God knows, it-is:poor enough). if that-shall: bere 


and, 


cognised as: & true description of: their situation: 
No, sir, poor-as they may: be; they: are still net .se 


poor and dependent. ag to. thank honorable. Se=. 
“nators for such ill-timed sympathy... 


Bat, Mr. President, tomy mind, a most extraor- 
‘dinary objection has been made-from several quar- 
ters to one.of the: provisions in this bill, to which I 


‘supposed there’ could: be -no reasonable objection. 


It-has been emphatically asked, if you will first 
compel a defendant -to :answer in the civil action 
for vamages upon his oath, and then suffer the 
plaintiff to call witnesses to: impeach his state- 
ments, and thereby subject. him to. a prosecution 
for perjury? I answer, why not? Is it not the 
every day’s: practice in our courts of chancery to 
compel the defendant to answer the complainant’s 
bill on oath, and afterwards to permit the 
complainant to call witnesses to disprove that an~- 
swer? Most certainly, sir. Then where . is the 
difference in principle, except that.in.the one case, 
the pleadings and testimony are-in. writing,-and:in 
the other by parol. Mr. President, courts of chan- 
cery do not ordinarily possess: jurisdiction in. such 
small causes as are intended: tobe. embraced by 
the provisions of this bill. ~- If then,the plaintiff is 
not to be permitted to: call:upom the: defendant, 
thus to answer upon hisoath to the «correctness of 
his demand, I venture to:sày.that in nine cases out 
of ten, the party injured willbe. without a remedy. 
A passes a “shin-plaster” to: B,:and how is A to 
prove it? I -repeaty sir, that in most cases it will 
be impossible..: Why,:siry the thing from its very 
nature ‘is. impractieable: suppose © should be 
present at the transaction, and should even. hear 
the amount of the note mentioned, which is. very. 
improbable; could he afterwards, if called. upon as 
a witness to testify as te the passing, identify that 
note, one time in a hundred? Impossible. If, 
therefore, I am correct in my apprehensions, Mr, 
President, upon that feature in the bill, the pri- 
vate remedy mainly, nay almost exclusively rests; 
take it away, and the remedy, in most cases, is 
one, Sani 
y Bat, Mr. President, my principal object in rising, 
was to give the history of this measure as a matter 
of equal justice to‘the members of the Finance Com- - 
mittee, who have again concurred in reporting it 
for the action of the Senate at the present session, 
I will only add, sir, that-it has conce passed. this 
body by an almost unanimous vote, and [.hope 
for the good of this. District, will net only pass 
again with equal unanimity, but will in the end 
become the law of the land. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that so far from this’ bill 
passing without consideration, he believed:that no 
bill had been more fally considered. A Senator 
from. Massachusetts had given it his especial atten- 
tion, and much of it was adopted on his motions 
and by his sanetion. He had never heard that the 
banks or the people of the District had complained 
of it, and he repudiated any design to oppress or 
embarrass any class of people in the District. He 
regarded it as a measure calculated to promote. the 
best interests both of the banks and the peo- 
ple of this District, from whom he had heard. no 
word of complaint, He demanded the yeas:and - 
nays on the question of recommitment; which was 
decided in the negative—-ayes 9, noes 30. 

The question then recutring on Mr. Smirx’s 
amendment, striking out the requisition that the 
accused should be summarily examined. on oath, 
Mr. SMITH called for the yeas and nays ‘onthe 
amendment, which were ordered.. |0 55n 

The question on the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, viz. to strike out the words “sum~ 
marily and without delay,” was then taken -by yeas 
and nay, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan,: Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King of Alabama, Knight, McKean, Mor- 
ris, Nicholas, Norvell, Preritiss; Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sw. 
Tipton, Wall, and Williams—21.. =C 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown 
Alabama, Grundy, Hubbard; Linn, Lumpkin, 
Niles, Pierce; Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Walker, White, Wright; and Young—16. 9.0. 

Mr. STRANGE offered, as an-amendment, to: 
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insert the words “or receive,” after the words “of- 
fer to pass.” 

Mr. S. explained the object.of the amendment, 
whice, on some remarks by Mr. WILLIAMS, was 
withdrawn. i 

The question on concurring in the several amend: 
ments offered in Committee of the Whole were 
then taken, and the amendments were agreed to. 

The question on the éengrossment of the bill was 
then taken, on which Mr. WRIGHT called for the 


yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were as | 


tollo ws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grandy, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lumpkin, 
McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Morvell, Pierce, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—None. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. NORVELL. 
adjourned. l 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

In Senate, Thursday, January 4, 1838.—The Senate 
having resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Caunoun, the third of the 
series being before them, 

Mr. NORVELL rose to move that so much of 
the third resolution of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) as pledged this 
Government to give “increased” stability and secu- 
rity to the domestic institutions of the States, and 
as pronounced it to be its duty to “strengthen” 
them, be erased from the resolution. It would 
then read: “that this Government was instituted 
and adopted by the several States of this Union as 
a common agent, in order to carry into effect the 
powers which they had delegated by the Constitn- 
tion for their mutual security and prosperity; and 
that, in fulfilment of this high and sacred trust, 
this Government is based so as to exercise ils 
powers as not to interfere with the stability and 
security of the domestic institutions of the States 
that compose the Union; and that it is the solemn 
duty of the Government to resist all attempts by 
one portion of the Union to use it as an insun- 
ment to attack the domestic institutions of another, 
or to weaken or destroy such institutions.” He 
said that no member of this body entertained a 
deeper abhorrence of the whole abolition movements 
in the North and Northwest than he did. If notin- 
tended to bring about a dissolution of the Union, they 
were well calculated to accomplish that disastrous 
result. They were unconstitutional, a breach of 
faith towards our Southern fellow-citizens, and 
contrived to spread all the horrors of servile war 
among them. Under the pretext of being a reli- 
gious duty to extirpate slavery from the face of 
the earth, the incendiary leaders of Abolitionism 
had enlisted even women and children to petition 
for the object which they had in view. As if men 
were not adequate to the task of accomplishing 
their cruel purposes, women had been invoked to 
seize the dagger of Abolitionism, to complete the 
work of death and desolation in the South, begun 
by more timid man, “ too full of the milk of human 
kindness” to carry out his murderous intent. In 
yielding to this misguided spirit, woman ‘unsexed”? 
herself— 

“ Stopt up the access and passage to remorse, 
That no compunctious visitings of nature 
Shake her fell purpose.” 

Was ita religious duty, sir, to violate the Con- 
stitution of the United States} Was it a religious 
duty to commit a breach of faith toward cur sister 
States? Was it a religious duty to instigate the slaves 
of the South to rise up to slaughter their owners ; 
to perpetrate murder in its worst aspect; the 
midnight murder, which spares neither age nor sex; 
of which female honor and helpless infancy are 
equally the victims? Sir, this is the same religious 
spirit which bound the human body, the shrieking 
mother and the innocent child, to the stake of per- 
secution, and consumed them to death amid fire 
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and flame, for a mere difference of opinion on sec- 
tarian points. It was this christian spirit that 
prompted civilized Europe to commence the slave 
trade, for the purpose of converting the pagan Afri- 
can to the knowledge of the true and living God. 
Itwas this religious spirit that, in the earlier ages, 
‘impelled half civilized Europe, in a mass as it 
were, led on by fanaticism and frenzy, to engage 


in crusades to the Holy Land, in order to re-con- |} 
| which they did not consider as such, which was 


quer from heathen idolators the city of Jerusalem, 
at the expense of the sufferings and blood of count- 
less myriads of human beings. 
fanation of the name, an insult to the character, of 
the Savior of mankind, to call this a religious spirit. 
It was the spirit of Abolitionism. It was a demo- 
niac spirit, which instigates the destruction of the 
enlightened half of one great section of our Union, 
in the frail hope of rendering the other ignorant 
and degraded African half fit subjects for the en- 
jeyment of liberty; in the more wicked hope of ren- 
dering them fit associates, companions, husbands, 
and wives of our northern and northwestern women 
and men of Saxon descent. 

He was thoroughly and unchangeably opposed 
to this entire abolition spirit. We of the non-slave- 
holding States are free from the evils of slavery. 
It is no grievance with us. It is not our business 
to intermeddle with it. It is no part of our consti- 
tutional right or duty to petition Congress on the 
subject. Congress have no control over it. It isa 
subject reserved exclusively to the respective 
States within which slavery exists. Before. the 
adoption of the Constitution, each State of this 
Union was an independent sovereignty, with all 
the rights and powers of independent nations, 
They are equally so now with regard to all the 
rights and powers not delegated to the Federal Go- 
verpment. Nothing but the monstrous supposition 
that this is a consolidated, and not a federative Go- 
vernment, could excuse our petitions for the abo- 
lition of an evil which has no existence with us, 
which is remote from us, which exists only in dis- 
tant sister States, whose citizens alone have any 
right to touch or interfere with it. 

Slavery in this country was entirely a domestic 
question. Congress could not touch it. The States 
in which slavery was still tolerated had never, 
even by implication, given up any portion of their 
exclusive power over the whole subject. They 
could not, with any regard to their own safety, per- 
mit it to be drawn into question by their sister 
States, or by the General Government. It was 
nota subject open to discussion with a view to le- 
gislation any where but in the States recognising 
and suffering the existence of slavery. Nor could 
Congress, in his opinion, either constitutionally, or 
consistently with the public faith, abolish it in the 
District of Columbia, unless the people of the Dis- 
trict desired it, and petitioned for it. The Distric 
was ceded to Congress by the States of Virginia and 
Maryland, on the condition that the rights of pri- 
vate property, as before existing, were to be held 
sacred; and the United States received the cession 
upon that condition. The power granted to Con- 
gress, to “exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over the District,” conferred no authori- 
ty to violate the public faith, or to take from its in- 
habitants their property without their consent. It 
simply and clearly meant, that legislative powers 
conld be exercised by no other body than Congress 
over the District. lt meant no more. It did not 
mean that Congress could pass any law dictated by 
its arbitrary will and pleasure, in violation of the 
right of property, or of any other right asserted in 
the acts of cession to the United States. If Mary- 
land and Virginia had imagined that this question 
would have been here raised, they would never have 
ceded the District. He was was no friend to slave- 
ry. He reprobated every appearance of it. Though 
born in a slave State, he had, when, at the age of 
nineteen, he left the paternal roof of his father, re- 
fused the offer of slave property made to him, and 
as decidedly refused to receive the proceeds of the 
gale of such property. He had, on two or three oc- 
casions, subscribed money for the emancipation of 
individual slaves. He had, when a member of the 
convention by which the Constitution of Michigan 
was formed, introduced the resolution against 
slavery, and reported the article, which was unani- 


It was, sir, a pro- 
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mously ‘adopted into that Constitution, declaring 
that “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 


. should ever be introduced into the State, except for 
_erimes of which the party shall have been duly 


conyicted.” His own skirts were free from the 


_ imputed sin of slavery ; but he was not, because 
. opposed to domestic slavery, justified in engaging 


in an unconstitutional crusade against the Southern 
and sister States of Michigan, for tolerating an evil 


entailed upon them, and which the compact of 
union recognised their right to tolerate and to en- 
dure. He was not justified in urging Congress to 
violate that sacred compact, to put an end to the 
peace and integrity of the Union, for the suppres- 
sion of an alleged moral sin, from which he and 
his fellow-citizens of Michigan were entirely ex- 
empt, and for which they were in nowise more 
responsible than they were for the oppressions 
under which the subjects of Great Britain in India 
or Ireland sufferedand groaned. It was only upon 
the absurd assumption that the General. Govern- 
ment was a consolidated National Government, 
possessing all power within and over the States, 
that any interference on its part in this subject 
could be contemplated. He had no hesitation in 
affirming that such an idea had never seriously en- 
tered the minds of the framers of the Constitution, 
and that any interference of the kind would extin- 
guish all hope of the perpetuation of the Union. 
And what would the Abolitionists gain by a 
result so disastrous to their efforts? Sir, not a 
slave would they emancipate. Their fanatical ex- 
ertions would throw back for fifty years every hope 
of emancipation. Disunion, dissension, and civil 
war, would ensue. And would they in that. case 
take up arms to wage war upon the South? Would 
they enter the armies of the North, even to defend 
its soil, in case of Southern aggression? Would 
the non-combatant abolition clergy, the feeble wo- 
men and children, who swell the lists of abolition 
petitioners, draw the sword for us of the North and 
the Northwest, in the event of acivil war, brought 
upon us by their gratuitousand maudlin shouts tor 
negro emancipation? What atonement could they 
make to their suffering country for its Union split 
to pieces—for its villages and towns laid in ashes 
—for its safety undone—for its fields laid waste— 
for the seas of human blood shed in the unholy 
and terrific civil strife, whichfthey had instigated to 
effect the abolition of slavery in distant States? 
Sir, there is no foretelling the extent to which fa- 
naticism, assuming the sacred garb of religion, 
will carry its deluded victims. The Abolitionists 
commenced with petitions for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia; then they peti- 
tioned for the abolition of slavery in the Territo- 
ries; now they are demanding the prohibition of 
the trade between the States; and their next step 
will be to require Congress to usurp the pow- 
er to suppress slavery in the Southern States. 
And all this they do in the name of humani- 
ty! Their humanity only rivets the chains 
of slavery still tighter. It only divests the 
slave of all hope, and goads his Southern owner, 
formerly and naturally inclined to loosen the 
bands, toa more resolute determination: to main- 
tain the mastery over him, without any relaxation. 
He had heard much said about the right of petition 
as in danger of violation from the passage of these 
resolutions. What was the right of petition, as 
guarantied by the Federal Constitution? lt was 
simply that Congress should pass no law prevent- 
ing the people from assembling to petition for a 
redress of their grievances, Was slavery in dis- 
tant States a grievance to the people of the North 
and the Northwest? If it was, the Federal Consti- 
tution, the Federal Union, was to them a grie- 
vance! Did the resolutions propose any such law 
as to prohibit assemblages of the people to petition 
for any grievance of their own, or for any 
grievance not their own? Did they propose any 
thing like it? But the liberty of the press and of 
speech was in danger! The assertion was destitute 
of all foundation. What was daily going on here; 
what was daily going on in all the Northern States, 
demonstrated the idle nature of the allegation. 
The resolutions left the freedom of speech and of 
the press where the Constitution placed them. 
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‘They offered no restraint to any of the constitu- 
tional rights of the people. They only declared 
that this Government should not be used as an in- 
strument of attack upon the States; the domestic 
institutions of the States, the reserved rights of the 
States, or the union, peace and tranquil- 
lity of the whole country. That was their import; 
and he trusted that this Senate, as the peculiar re- 
presentatives of reserved State sovereignty, would 
always firmly maintain the ground assumed in 
these resolutions. ‘The Federal Union could only 
in that way be preserved.. If he were disposed to 
look atthe abolition of Southern slavery as a ques- 
tion of interest and happiness in its effects upon 
the Northern and Northwestern States, he should 
pronounce the measure to be fraught with incalcu- 
lable evil to them. It would bring upon them, in 
shoals, a species of idle, vagrant, worthless black 
population, stamped with inferiority by the hand of 
nature. It would degrade the high character of the 
discordant Saxon race, by whom our soil is culti- 
vated, our intellectual conditionimproved, and all the 
arts..and comforts of life elevated and extended. 
It would. bring us, eur wives and children, into 
association with a description of human beings, 
whom the Author of creation has set apart as a 
distinct caste; and, finally, our population might 
become a mongrel race of mulattoes and quadroons. 
What father, what mother, what brother, could 
look upon such a state of things, without shrinking 
back with loathing at the contemplation! 

But taking views, as he did, of the subject, he 
could not agree to confer upon this Government, by 
implication, any right to give increased stability, 
security, and strength to the domestic institution 
of slavery in any of the States. He was not wil- 
ling to pledge this Government so to administer its 
affairs as at all to interfere, on one side or the 
other, with a subject which the Constitution had not 
confided toit. The South cannot desire this. All 
that the South asks on this snbject is fo let her 
alone. To this extent he would cheerfully pledge 
the Government. He would commit it, mind and 
soul, to sustain. the Constitution as it was; to pro- 
tect the institutions and the interests of every part of 
the Union, as far as its constitutional powers would 
authorize it to go for that purpose. The resolution, 
amended as he proposed, was streng enough. It 
pledged the Government not to interfere with the 
stability and security of the domestic institutions of 
the South: it made it the solemn duty of the Go- 
vernment to resist all altempts, whether by petition 
or otherwise, lo use it as an instrument of attack 
upon any of those domestic institutions. If the 
South could ask more, she would ask that which 
would hereafter be used as a pretext and a prece- 
dent for an interference, on the part of this Govern- 
ment, to weaken and destrcy her domestic institu- 
tions. He, therefore, hoped that his amendment 
would prevail. 

Mr. CALHOUN entertained every sentiment of 
respect for the feelings of the Senator from Michi- 
gan (Mr. Norvell.) He believed his feelings were 
sound throughout, and were based upon a sound 
policy. He begged leave to state his reasons for 
inserting the words “the several States, ete.” It 
was his belief that in many things it was admitted 
by the General Government that the States had 
separate, distinct, and vested constitutional rights. 
In this belief and understanding, there had so 
long existed a general good feeling between the 
two Governments, their acts were in all things cor- 
relative, and were, so far as they acted together, 
promoting individual and confederative rights, by 
which course of action each ever strengthened the 
other, and tended to produce union and harmony 
throughout; and, what was more, it tended to up- 
hold the domestic institutions of the States. To 
illustrate his argument, he would instance some 
few cases, which would, he was certain, convince 
the Senator from Michigan (Mr. Norvell) that the 
ground of his amendment was erroneous, and that 
he would in the end withdraw it 
_ Every one must admit, continued Mr. C. that 
the quarantine laws were wholly under the State 
control, while the laws of commerce were con- 
trolled wholly by Congress; yet the two were in- 
separable, and each depended upon the other. 


Congress ‘never claimed a right to interfere in the | 


regulation of one branch, nor did the Government 
of the several States deny the jurisdiction of the 
United States over. the other. 

Congress had passed new laws, or modified old 
ones, regulating commerce, applicable in every par- 
ticular. to the quarantine laws. He would cite 


and effect. 

During the French Revolution, an insurrection 
broke out in the French colony of St. Domingo 
among the blacks. There was a danger of inter- 
course and interference of the blacks on the island 
and those of our States. To prevent this, State 
laws, prohibiting such intercourse, were passed. 
These laws were sanctioned by Congress. 

There was a strong analogy in this case to the 
one now under discussion. Congress had here 
passed laws distinctly to meet the views of the 
States. In farther illustration he would cite the 
laws and regulation of the port of Charleston: his 
position was here still more strengthened. He al- 
luded to the prohibition of black sailors on board 
vessels, trading with that port. Congress had 
yielded and fully assented to the provisions of the 
law, and even the British Government had assent- 
ed and acknowledged the propriety of such enact- 
ments and and regulations. Having said this much, 
for the purpose of convincing his friend from 
Michigan, (Mr. Norvell,) he should look with the 
greatest confidence for his vote in support of the 
resolution, without his proposed amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL responded, that yesterday the 
Senator from South Carolina had expressed a de- 
sire to transfer this whole Abolition war to the 
North and the Northwest; a belief that there was to 
be the great battle-ground of the conflict. Could 
that honorable Senator then wish to weaken the 
hands, to impair the moral vigor, of these who 
were to fight that great battle for the safety of the 
South, and the preservation of the Union? This 
he would do, if he were to persist in requiring us 
to lend our aid to “increase” and “strengthen” 
the institution of slavery. The Senator had allud- 
ed to the perfect beauty and harmony of our sys- 
tem as it was. For this very reason was it, that 
the amendment had been proposed. It was to pre- 
serve, not to mar the harmony and beauty of our 
system, that this Government should not be re- 
quired to go heyond the maintenance of the do- 
mestie institutions of the States as they exist and 
are protected by the Federal Constitution. The 
Senator had illustrated his views, by adducing 
special cases in which the Government had by law 
interfered to sustain and strengthen the health laws 
of the States, and to protect the South against the 
effects of the agitations in St. Domingo, some years 
ago. That was all proper; it was constitutional; 
but the illustrations did not sustain the general 
proposition contained in the resolution. When 
the special emergency should again arise, he would 
be found as ready as any man to interpose the pow- 
er of this Government, not to outlaw, but to pro- 
tect, the domestic institutions of the South in all 
their constitutional sacredness of character. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the amendment 
proposed was a very general one in its application, 
and he hoped it would be adopted. The resolu- 
tion, in its present shape, asserts that the General 
Government is bound to protect the domestic insti- 
tutions of the several States. This ground he never 
wished to assume. He was opposed to any inter- 
ference with the domestic institutions, either from 
one quarter or another. The States should be suf- 
fered to maintain and protect their own rights and 
their own institutions. The General Government 
was rather, in his opinion, bound, from its very 
nature, NOT TO INTERMEDDLE WITH THESE RIGHTS, 
but strictly, and in every instance, TO KEEP HANDS 
orr. Government had no right to interfere, either 
to protect or to invade any institution. To illus- 
trate his argument he would revert to some few of 
these institutions in various quarters. One of the 
greatest and most important domestic institutions 
of Maryland was the State Colonization Society. 
It was a State corporation. Would his colleague 
wish to sev the direct action of Congress to support 
this institution? Would there not be asmany con- 
flicting sentiments on the subject as upon that of 
domestic slavery? The great manufactories of the 


instances of a different nature in their operation | 
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North are incorporated, and. have vast amounts “of 
funds invested; should these be either direcily pro- 


tected or invaded by Congress? aioe mr cree 

It was doubtful whether “it was a duty of Con-. 
gress, either expressed or implied, to interfere in 
any similar cases. i oe ee 

He would admit that ‘Government might by its 
action contribute to establish proper security to 
State institutions, so faras is consistent with the 
Constitution, and with State rights and enactments, 
and the constitutions of the States, but no further. 
To maintain the principle advocated by the :reso- 
lutions, would be to assert that the domestic iisti- 
tutions of a State, based. on the principles of the 
Vermont resolutions, as well as those of an adverse 
order; and if this ground be admitted, the case 
cited of the Maryland institution, must be a strong 
point of opposition to the general spirit of the re- 
solutions. i 

Mr. CALHOUN was willing to assent to the 
amendment, if it was the wish of the Senate.to do 
so. He would make any concession to meet the 
views of those opposed to the doctrine of Aboli- 
tion, in order to get a strong vote in favor of the 
general doctrines set forth in’ the resolutions. 

Mr. PRESTON followed in continuation of his 
previous argument, and in support of the opinions 
he had expressed in favor of the amendment. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD requested the’ Secretary of the 
Senate to read the second resolution as it had been 
adopted. The resclution was:read as follows: 

Resolved, That in. delegating a portion of their 
powers to be exercised by the Federal Government, 
the States retainéd severally the exclusive and sole 
right over their own domestic institutions and po- 
lice, to the full extent to which those powers were 
not granted, and are alone responsible for them; 
and that any intermeddling of any one or more 
States, or a combination of their citizens with the 
domestic institutions and police’ of the others, on 
any ground, political, moral, or religions, or under 
any pretext whatever, with the view to their altera- 
tion or subversion, is not warranted by the Consti- 
tution; tending to endanger the domestic peace and 
tranquillity of the States interfered with; subversive 
of the objects for which the Constitution was form- 
ed,and, by necessary consequence, tending to weak- 
en and destroy the Union itself. 

Mr. H.wouldcall the attention of the Senator from 
South Carolina to the phraseology of the third rë- 
solution, and he thought that it would at once occur 
to him that the third resolution conveyed the sen- 
timent that this Government was bound to exer- 
cise its powers so as to give “increased stability 
and security” to the institution of slavery as it ex- 
isted in the southern section of the Union—a senti- 
ment directly cunflicting with the spirit and import 
of the resolution which has just beenread. The 
avowed purpose of the Senator from South Carolina 
was, that the Senate should express, by resolution, 
as their deliberate opinion, that any interference 
on the part of any section of the Union, or any in- 
termeddling of any portion of the community, un- 
der any pretext whatever, with domestic slavery as 
it exists in the Southern States, with a view fo 
its alteration or subversion, would not only be 
grossly unjust, but a course of proceeding not war- 
ranted by the Constitution. This was the declared 
object of the Senator, and to all this he most rea- 
dily yielded his assent. 

He need not assure the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, thatno man was more willing than him- 
self to carry out such a purpose—and most cheer- 
fully would he support any resolution drawn*out-in 
the strongest terms, and in the mostforcible lan- 
guage, fully to express such a seritiment. He did 
not agree with Senators who thought nothing was 
to be gained by the adoption of these resolutions. 
Much, very much, in his judgment, would he accom- 
plished by agreeing to the resolutions (with some 
amendments) which had been offered by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina. -If-this did. not go far 
enough, as the Senator from South Carolina” (Mr. 
Preston) expressed—if they would not inspire con- 
fidence ang give security. in the South, he firmly 
believed that their-adoption would be productive of 
much good in the non-slave holding States He 
represented on this’ floor, with his respected col- 
league, one of those States; and he could not doubt 


+ 


Tights of others. 
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+1 that 
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adoption of these resolutions substantially, 
-would tend to allay.in that quarter, the spirit of 


-Abolitionism—would be a direct appeal to the. in- 


of fanaticism be 


spirit ` stayed. was 
therefore. prepared to go with the Senator 
“from South Carolina in carrying out the purpose 
avowed. But, while he was thus prepared to give 
his support to the resolutions of the honorable 
Senator—believing, as he conscientiously did, that 
their adoption would do good at home—he could not 
agree to the adoption of the third resolution, as the 
Senator had drawn it. It weut further than he 
was willing to go. His doctrine had been, ever 
since he. had -been a member of Congress, that it 
was the bounden duty of the North “to let the 
whole matter alone.” ‘That the institution of do- 
mestic slavery, as it existed in the Southern section 
of the Union, was no concern of theirs. And that 
they -were unfaithful in the performance of their 
duty as good citizens, to give publicity to any 
‘opinions caleulated'to excite the morbid sensibili- 
ties of the North, or to inflame the violent feelings 
of the slave population of the South. He would 
now undertake to show that the amendment pro- 
posed by his friend from Michigan to the third 
resolution ought to be adopted, and he could not 
but hope that. the Senator from South Carolina 
would assent so to modify this resolution. He 
‘would suggest an alteration in the first paragraph 
of the resolution, not that it was objectionable to 
himself as it was; but the alteration, he was satis- 
fied, would make it more acceptable to some of its 
friends. He would have that part of the resolu- 
tion read—“‘ that this Government was instituted 
to carry into effect the powers delegated by. the 
Constitution for the mutual benefit and prosperity 
of the States.” 
He would not. press this alteration, but he was 
-assured that it would be more acceptable to some 
friends in that form. It would receive his support, 
whether altered or whelher it remained unchanged 
in this particalar ; but he felt a great solicitude to 
have the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Michigan adopted. . Such would be the import of 
the resolution, without the amendment, that he could 
not (friendly as hé was to the object) vote for it. 
The resolution declares, in substance, “that this 
Government is bound so to exercise its powers as to 
give,as far as may be practicable, increased stability and 
security to the institution of domestic slavery; and 
-that it is the solemn duty of the Government to re- 
sist all attempts to weaken or destroy, but is bound 
to strengthen and to uphold, the institution of domestic 
slavery.” He was sure that the Senator from South 
Carolina could not ask this at his hands. He 
“would, resolutely oppose any and every attempt, 
come from whom it would, tending o subvert or 
destroy this. institution, against the will of those 
whose interest is, affected by its existence. Thus 
‘far he was ready to go: thus far the State which 
he in partrepresented had gone. In no way would 
he intermeddle with the sacred and consiitutioval 
But, while he was prepared to go 
thus far, he could not go farther, consistent with 
-hiš sense of duty ; and he would earnestly appeal 
-io the Senator from South Carolina to assent to the 
proposed. modification of this resolution. 
Mr. PRESTON inguired how the resolution 
would read «ere: the amendment adopted? 
-Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, “Exactly right.” 
“The Secretary then read. the resolution as 
amended. >: ; SAS 
“‘Mr.:CALHOUN announced his fall assent to 
the añiendment: 0i? 3 
:- Mt: HUBBARD. remarked that he rejoiced that 
the Senator:-frömSouth-Carolina had agreed so to 
“modify his-résolation äs to embrace. the amend- 
Senator from Michigan. He 
eS which had induced. the 
Sefiator’ to assent- to this alteration. 


-appreciated the- ih 
onorable 


- - Mr. YOUNG of Ilinois said: Mr. 
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Mr. Calhoun’s Resolutions—Mr. Hubbard, Smith, Calhoun, Young. 


Whatever might be the effect of the adoption of. 


these resolutions by the Senate on the Southern 


section of the confederacy, where slavery exists, 


there can be no doubt that the battle is to be fought 
in the non-slaveholding States. It was there that 
this spirit of anti-slavery was tobe met. He deeply 


“regretted to add that it was there mingling itse!f 


with party politics. It was in the free States of 


‘this confederacy that the unhallowed spirit of Abo- 


litionism was, in his judgment, to be met, and it 
should be met boldly and independently. He had 
no fears for the result of the contest. He had the 
fullest confidence in the intelligence and patriotism 
of the yeomanry of the North; and when passion 
and prejudice subsided, when men will reason to- 
gether on this interesting subject, be assured that 
public opinion will become correct and controlling 
in its influence. He had uniformly, since he had 
been in Congress, opposed every interference with 
the institution of domestic slavery as it existed un- 
der our Constitution—a course approved by his 
own State, and by the dictates of his own con- 
science. ` 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then moved the follow- 
ing as a proviso to the third resolution, on which 
he asked the yeas and nays: 

“ Provided, That nothing contained in these reso- 
lutions shall be construed or understood as ex- 
pressing an opinion of this Senate adverse to these 
fundamental principles of this Government, ‘ That 
all men are created equal; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty, and the.pursuit 
of happiness. . That the freedom of speech and of 
the press, and the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble to petition the Government for redress 
of grievances, shall never be abridged. That er- 
ror of opinion may be tolerated while reason is left 
free to combat it. That the Union must be pre- 
served.’ But, on the contrary, all those constitu- 
tional, fundamental, and political truths, are ex- 
pressly recognised by this Senate.” 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his regret that the 
Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Smith,) for whom he 
entertained great respect, should attempt to em- 
barrass the passage of the resolutions, by the in- 
troduction of an abstract proposition, not relevant, 
and in his opinion not calculated to have any salu? 
tary effect. If the resolutions were incorrect in 
priaciple, vote them down; but on the contrary, if 
they were based on proper constitutidnal'ground, why 
not sustain them in a crisis like the present, which 
all must admit to be dangerous to the best interests 
of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana denied that he had ever 
on any occasion, in that or any other body, sought 
to do by indirect means what he could do directly: 
and addressed the Senate for some time in favor 
of the proviso offered by him. Mr. S. said, if the 
proviso was but an abstraction, as it had been 
named, the resolution itself was no more; one 


abstraction was surely as good as another; and if 4f. 
the Senate is to be engaged in building up abstrac- . 


tions, those which he now offered were too impor- 
tant lo be overlooked; they were the abstractions 
of Washington and Jefferson, and might be safely 
deemed as worthy of attention as the more modern 
ones of present Senators. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he had said 
nothing of the truth or error of the principles con- 
tained in the proviso, but had simply entered his 
protest against its being altached to his resolu- 
tions. Was there any thing in his resolutions 
that infringed the right of speech or the free- 
dom of the press? When that was aimed at, 
it would then be time to make the objection. 
He had said before, and would repeat it, that the 
only object was to have acommon ground on which 
all might stand, North as well as South, to repel 
aggression. Mr. C. looked to the true comserva~ 
tive (and to his mind the only conservative) prinei- 
ple, State rights, to put down the dangerous spirit 
of fanaticism in relation to-the sinful and immoral 
practice of Southern slavery, and which he verily 
believed had been raised into action in a great mea- 


sure by the idea that the institutions of the South. ie 


were their institutions. 


-dig not intend, after my remarks. of yesterday, 


off” as to the slaveholding States, and- they will” 


President I 


again to have participated in ‘this. di 
Senator from South“ Carolina, (Mr. Prestor 
speaking of the domestic institutions of the Se 
and especially in regard to slavery, says “hands” 


ask the Senator what construction he gi 
third clause of the second section of th 
ticle of the Constitution, which pro 
person held to service or labor in one State, 


laws thereof, escaping inta another, shall, in conser 


quence of any luw therein, be discharged from such 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of 
the party to whom such service or labor may be due?” 
Suppose the act of 1793, passed in pursuance of 
this provision in the Constitution to enable: owners 
to reclaim their fugitive slaves, should be repealed; 
that the General Government should, in accordance.. 
with the opinion of the Senator, act upon the prin- . 
ciple of “ hands off” in future; and one of the slaves 
of South Carolina, owing service under the laws of 
that State, should’ escape into Pennsylvania ot — 
Ohio, and should be protected there, in what way 
would the honorable Senator reclaim him? Would 
he march an army against the offending State, and 
make recaption. vi et armis—with force of arms? 
Surely not, sir. But, Mr. President, I believe, 
upon reflection, that the Senator did say something 
about his remedy; and that remedy, if I mistake 
not, was to hang the offender if caught within’ their 
borders. I deny, sir, that any power exists in any 
of the States to punish even Abolitionists for sup- 
posed offences committed in any other State.. The 
same Constitntion which secures to the slaveholder 
the right of going into a non-slaveholding State to 
recover his fugitive slave, equally protects the Abo- 
tionist in the privilege of going into a slaveholding , 
State, if he chooses to do so, provided he commits 
no offence against the laws of such State. during 
his stay within its limits. And shall we be told, 
that if such à punishment should be attempted, that 
there is no remedy, no sanctuary to flee to, under 


_ that sacred instrument, the Constitution? Yes, sir, 


there is a remedy; and that remedy is to be found 
in the Federal tribunals of- the country, acting.un- 
der the Constitution, whose bounden duty it would 
be, in such an emergency, (which I will not allow 
myself to anticipate) to interpose the authority ‘of 
this Government, and save the suffering citizen 
from so palpable an infraction of his constitutional 
rights. Why, Mr. President, any thing short of 
this would immediately bring about a non-inter- 
course between the States, and effectually destroy 
that provision in the Constitution which declares 
that “the citizens of each State shali be entitled :to 
all privileges and immunities of citizens in the se- 
veral States.” le 

But, Mr. President, I will now speak of a very 
different matter. It has been denied here, again 
and again, that the Abolitionistshave any designs 
upon the institution of domestic slavery in the 
States. I am astonished that the Senaters from 
these States should not have detected, and exposed 
in a proper manner, one design at least, of'a.highly 
important character, which, if not checked andre- 
buked in time, is calculated to inflict a fatal blow 
upon the peace and prosperity of this Union. I 
understand, sir, that under that clause in the Côn- 
stitution to which I referred as providing'a remedy 
in cases of fugitive slaves, the Abolitionists contend 
that it is the rightful province of the Stale. Legisla- 
tures, and not of Congress, to provide that remedy; 
and that, acting under this supposed influence,.dne 
atleast of the State Legislatures (that of Massachu~ 
setts) had already ‘interfered so’ far as to. provide 


-for atrial. by jury in such cases. I would-inquire 
-of the honorable Senators from that State (Messrs. 


Webster and Davis) whether such'is the fact or not? 
[Both the Senators having denied all knowledge 
of any such law or proceeding, Mr. Young pro- 
ceeded] i i us 
Then, Mr. President, I have been misinformed in 


--yelation to this matter; and many of the Abolitionists 
| who would not intentionally mistake the truth, have 
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also been misinformed and imposed on; for such has 
been the belief. But, sir, this much I know of my 
own knowledge, that Abolitionists are required to 
circulate memorials addressed to their State Le- 
gislatures, respectfully requesting the passage of 
jaws to secure the trial by jury, under State au- 
thority, in all such cases.. I handed to the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) a few- days 
since a paper containing the form of one of these 
memorials, which. was given to me by a professed 
Abolitionist, (and who is,in- my opinion, in all 
other respects, a christian anda worthy man,) as 
containing an exhibition of their principles, mo- 
tives, and actions, by which it will be seen, that a 
direct attack is in this way intended against that 
„leading principle in the Constitution, which alone 
secures the possession and enjoyment of this great 
interest of the South. And yet the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Preston,) says “hands off — 
that they want none of our interference from the 
free States. Then, Mr. President, why are these 
resolutions here? Why are we of the free States 
Solicited.to participate in their consideration, and 
finally to vote upon them, if the South requires no 
aid at ourhands? Sir, we too are interested in 
settling great constitutional questions; and being in- 
terested, will exercise our privilege of debating 
these propositions, if we choose to do so, and of 
voting afterwards in such manner’‘as our judgment 
may direct, for the good of the whole. Sir, I 
desire, under existing circumstances, that this pro- 
vision in the Constitution, and the construction 
now put upon it by the Abolitionists and their ad- 
vocates, may not be overlooked. The Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Morris) has taken exception to my re- 
marks on this subject. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a single question? [Mr. Morris having 
replied in the affirmative.] Then I will ask the 
Senator, whether under that provision in the Con- 
stitution, which declares, that “no person held to 
service or labor in one State, ‘under the laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall in consequence of any law 
or regulation therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due,” it is 
for Congress, or the State Legislatures, to provide 
the remedy? If itis the rightful province of the 
State Legislatures to direct the mode of proceeding 
in such cases, then the act of Congress of 1793 is 
unconstitutional, and ought to be repealed. But 
if, on thecontrary, it was not only the right of Con 
gress, (about which I supposed there could be no 
diversity of opinion,) but was moreover its pecu- 
liar duty to pass the act in question, then should 
the Abolitionists know by our action here, if prac- 
ticable, that in urging this matter upon.their State 
Legislatures, they were not only encouraging, but 
actually insisting upon a violation of the Consti- 
tution of their country. 

Mr. PRESTON expressed some doubt in regard 
to such help as the Senator just up had proposed. 
If the Government should not protect the interests 
of the South in accordance with the Constitution, 
they would take care of themselves. The gentle- 
man had admitted that a slave could net be reco- 
vered by an abolition jury in Pennsylvania, or 
other non-slaveholding State; and yet he demanded 
that the General Government should extend its 
„protection to incendiaries within the slaveholding 
States. Mr. P. had heard it said that the institu- 
tion of slavery could not exist without the aid of 
this Government. This Mr. P. disavowed and de- 
nied ; and asked that the Government would let 
them alone, except so far as they could in good 


faith carry out all the provisions of the Constitu- | 


tion. - Farther than this, he demanded that the Go- 
vernment should let them alone. 
Mr. ALLEN said it appeared to him there was 
_a general disposition on the part of the Senate to 
have this discussion as limited as possible, and it 
was therefore a source of regret to him to observe 
the attempts made to embarrass these resolutions in 
their progress. Hc was aware how easy it was to 
throw obstacles in the way of any proceedings 
_when persons are so disposed. He (Mr. A.) had 
determined to offer, after the resolutions had been 
passed, the following amendment, to be appended : 
ou That nothing in the foregoing resolutions is 
intended to recognise the right-of. Congress to im- 


pair in any manner the freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of petition, as secured by. the 
Constitution to the citizens of the several States, 
within their States respectively.” But the course 
taken by the Senator from Indiana would induce 
him to move itas an amendment to the. proviso, 
to strike out all after the word “provided,” and 
insert what he had just read. ‘ 

Mr. PRESTON thought the resolutions suffi- 
ciently abstract in themselves, without being em- 
barrassed by any further abstractions. He (Mr. 
P.) heartily concurred in the resolutions and the 
sentiments contained in the provisos. 

Mr. CALHOUN was willing to yield every inch 
of ground that he could, to fortify those who saw 
the danger that was pending, and wished to meet it 
ina proper manner. He could have wished his 
resolutions to have passed as he originally drafted 
them; but that spirit of concession which he felt 
under the responsibility he had assumed, would in- 
duce him to vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio, (Mr. Allen,) because not adverse to the 
spirit of his resolutions, and because it might have 
a tendency to reconcile others not otherwise dis- 
posed to sustain them. 

Mr. MORRIS, adverting to remarks which had 
been made relating to the punishment of Aboli- 
tionists by State laws, said he regarded this and 
other similar doctrines which had been advanced 
in this debate, as subversive of all freedom and of 
the institutions of the country. He insisted that all 
classes of men had an imprescriptible right, above 
all government, to the freedom of speech and the 
right of petition. He repelled the imputation that 
these who were unfriendly to these resolutions wer 


in any way unfriendly to the Union. A 


Mr. M. proceeded to defend the right of all men 
to trial by jury, which right, he insisted, was ex- 
pressly guarantied by the Constitution. And ifthe 
right to trial by jury belongs to every citizen, on 
what pretext could a free State deny this right to 
any man within such State? Could the State deny 
iton pretext of color? Or could it be denied or 
refused on account of the oath of another man 
who might swear that any other man was his pro- 
perty? He felt bound to declare his unqualified 
Opposition, and he would defend the rights of free- 
dom of opinion, freedom of thought, freedom of 
speech, and freedom of the press, to the latest 
breath he might draw. No threats, no intimida» 
tion, should deter him from doing his duty in this 
respect. 

Mr. WALL followed, and questioned the 
right of the Senate to sit making creeds and draw- 
ing up abstract constitutional codes for the people. 
He thought the members of Congress were not 
sent here to invent creeds and weave abstractions, 
but to make laws; to legislate, not to make opi- 
nions. He would vote for the amendment, but 
against the resolutions. 

The Senate adjourned. 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


n Senate, Wednesday, January 3, 1838—The second 
resolution being under consideration, and Mr. 
Morris having moved to strike out the words 
“moral or religious ;? on which he asked the 
yeas and nays— 

Mr. YOUNG said that he had risen to request 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Calhoun) to insist upon the form of the resolution 
under consiceration as it then was. Why, sir, 
strike out the words political, moral, or religious, 
when it is known, or ought to be known, that this 
is the identical language employed by the aboli- 
tionists as the pretext for interfering with the do 
mestic relations of the South? Shall we not use” 
terms as forcible, and as expressive of the object 
we have in view, as have been used by them to 
propagate their mischievous doctrines, which have 
well nigh already arrayed one section of the Union 
against another? If I mistake not, Mr. President, 
this is also the language of the Vermont resolutions, 
of which we have had notice, and which’ are in- 
tended to be introduced here by one of the Senators 
from that State, (Mr. Swift,) but of which I would 
not now have spoken, had they not already found 


their way into the newspapers, and gone ‘the rounds 
of the day. . This, sir, is. the very. ground -upon 
which the -Abolitionists place the argument—that 
domestic slavery;in every form, is “unbecoming a 
moral and religious people’’-—and upon: this ground 
I desire to meet. thems- Yes; sir, the question; if 
we ‘expect to effect. any. good purpose by. these 
resolutions, should be met promptly ‘and directly. 
Gentlemen tell us that: the object, aim; and end-of 
these memorials is abolition in. the -District of 
Columbia—nothing more.. Js this’ the. fact; Mr. 
President? . On the contrary, do- we not know, 
does not every Senator know, that this movement 
in the District, if successful, is intended to reach 
slavery in every part of the country, under what- 
ever form it may exist? Yes, sir, rést assured thal 
the abolition of slavery here is but as.a drop to 
ihe ocean in comparison to the great matter they 
have in hand, and which, sooner or later, they 
expect to see accomplished, regardless of the con- 
sequences. It is but the entering wedge to: their 
grand scheme of universal emancipation and -elevds 
tion throughout the country, Mr. President, how 
can we mistake the object, if we look into the nu- 
merous abolition papers which are continually laid 
upon our tables, (from what quarter, or-at whose 
expense, I know not,) and. which gré as constantly 
filled with the grossest rhisrepresentations and per- 
versions of the Southern character, as. connected 
with the domestic institution:of slavery, as it exists 
under the Constitution in: that portion of the Con- 
federacy? Iread these papers, sir; Ihave cons 
sidered their purport, ànd cannot be mistaken in 
the‘opinion,: that:a general war (a moral and reti- 
gious one if you choose) upon domestic slavery, as 
it exists in the South and Southwestern: States, is 
intended. I-wish the gentlemen from the South, 
instead of throwing them into the fire, would réad 
them also, and they will soon discover, if:they. are 
not already informed, the nature of this war, and 
the weapons to be employed by one of the parties 
to the contest, the better to insure the victory. Yes, 
sir, the garb of religion is to be assumed, and under 
that specious pretext, the Constitution itself is to 
be first rent, and then torn to pieces. Mr. Pre- 
sident, I reside in a non-slaveholding State ; the 
people of that State are exséntially in favot- of 
emancipation, and I am proud of -its free institu- 
tions. But, sir, as much as we prefer freedom to 
Slavery, the great mass of our inhabitants are‘as 
decidedly opposed ‘to all interference with the do» 
mestic relations of the other States which differ 
with us in sentiment on this all-important subject. 
They regard slavery as it exists under the Consti- 
tution of the United States, as not now a debatable 
question. . That it is a right secured by that sacred 
instrument, which none can assail without doing 
violence to its provisions, and to one of the cardinal 
principles which induced a very large proportion 
of our citizens to enter into the political compact. 
But, sir, the State of Illinois has. not left her sister 
States of the South to doubt and conjecture as to 
her position on this great question. That State, 
by its Legislature, has, in the solemn form of 
resolutions, as far as she could consistently go 
without infringing the constitutional rights of “her 
citizens, stamped its seal of disapprobation upon 
the doctrine of modern Abolitionism in’ all its 
forms. 

In assuming this position, therefore, upon this 
floor, I but assert, as is my duty here, the sénti- 
ments of the great mass of my constituents, who, I 
assure you, are sound upon this subject.” But, Mr. 
President, we are not without Abolitionists in IHi- 
nois. We have a few, sir; some of them T could 
mention (laying Abolitionism aside) are excellent, 
amiable men. Some are my personal friends, sir; 
and I must do them the justice to say that F believe 
they are conscientious on this subject. But, sir, 
they are deluded; their philanthropy has taken a 
false direction, and I tremble for the consequences. 
Mr. President, I once thought, and so expressed 
myself to some of my friends, that an, able, well 
written report on the petitions presented here; show- 
ing the reasons, the whys and wherefores, against 
such an interference, (as in the case.of the Sunday 
Mail question,) would quiet this disturbing. topic. 
But recent events have changed: that’ opinion. 
Do we not see whole States swept away by” the 


e credulous indeed, who, with all the: 


questió l 

appealsto patriotism and love of country, will not, 
nay have already failed, utterly and entirely failed, 
to accomplish this most desirable object. Sir; the 
question has been “propounded more than once, 
whether they (the Abolitionists) would continue to 
persevere in their views, if satisfied that their cer- 
tain tendency would lead to a dismemberment of 
the Union? “And what has been the answer? Itis 
this, sir: “We have a religious duty to perform, and 

itis not for us to consider of consequences, or to 
‘calculate results. We leave these matters in the 


hands of -Him who requires of us the perform- | 
ance of this daty.” They, sir, regard slavery- 


as a national evil—as a crying sin, affecting 
the whole land—as a moral and religious vil, 

in which they themselves are participators to 

a more or less extent, unless they make the proper 
efforts to expel it from the country. Yes, sir, not 
only. from this little District, but from the whole 
country. ` This, Mr. President, is the ground upon 
which the cause. of Abolition rests; ana how can it 

‘ bė said, with all these facts before us, that their 
object is confined simply to the abolition of slavery 

in this District? But, sir, it has been said that the 
right of petition is involved in this matter, and that 
many have signed these memorials, to assert this 
right, who are not Abolitionists, merely to assert 
the right of petition. It may be so in other States, 
not so in the State from whence I come. No, sir: 

` we'set down every one, without exception, as an 
Abolitionist, who signs an abolition memorial. 
This is the touchstone by which they are desig- 
“nated from others holding a different creed; and if 
there is one who has signed for the reason men- 
tioned, who is, in other respects, epposed to their 
doctrines, it has not come to my knowledge. No, 
sir: I fear that this is but one of the many pretexts 
that will be resorted to for the purpose of exciting 
sympathy to swell their ranks in future. I trust, 
sir, that the Senator. from South Carolina (Mr. 
Calhoun) will insist upon the resolution as it is, 
and that the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
(Mr. Morris,) to strike out the words “moral or 


religious,” may not prevail. Strike out the words’ 


in the resolution, as proposed sir, and it is muti- 
lated. It would not meet the case fully as it is 
presented; and I repeat again, in conclusion, if 
you wish to accomplish‘any thing by these resolu- 
tions; it'is not by useless and vain concessions, but 
by meeting the various questions necessarily in- 
volved in the discussion, promptly and directly. 
“Mr. LUMPKIN rose and said— 

_ Mr. President: It is with extreme reluctance that 
Tapproaeh the subject now under consideration. 
‘That reluctance does not arise from a disposition 


to shrink from the discharge of the duties which - 


devolve on me. But the delicacy and difficulty 
which is attached to this subject, arises from the 
fact, that it is not a legitimate subject for discus- 
sion in this Senate. By the constitutional compact 


of the Union, this subject, if discussed at all, must | 


be left to the people and the States where slavery 
exists. i ; 

In regard to the resolutions offered by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) J 
“consider it my duty to remark, that I have careful- 
ly and considerately examined them, and am pre- 
pared to record my vote in their favor as original- 
ly submitted. Indeed, sir, I can but regret that we 
could not have a direct vote upon the resolutions 
in their original form, as I consider all the amend- 

` ments which have been suggested, tending to muti- 


Jate ‘and disfigure, and lessen whatever of utility 
. thé: proposed yésolutions embraced. .. 
E: hieh has fallen from the 


des in. | y: 
sitine ia the South. 


thers yielding to Ms influence? © That. 


bes before him at the present juncture, can - 


| responding legislative, executive, 


< excitement upon this’ 
I-was no nullifier, sir, but - 


Mr: Calhoun’?s Resolutions—Mr. Calhoun, Morris. 


opposed ít with all my might and strength. F am 
still disposed. to cling to the Union with that em- 


| phatic sentiment in my heart, and on my. lips: 


“ The Federal Union must be preserved.” But, sir, 
I am greatly deceived if there will be any division 
amongst my constituents in regard to the resolu- 
tions now before the Senate. I believe that ninety- 
nine out of every hundred of the people of the 


} South will approve of the principles laid down in 


these resolutions. Upon this subject, sir, the South 
is united, as the voice of one man. We have to 


| contend with a common enemy. And, whatever 


may be our party names, we are all State rights 
men. We go for a strict construction. of the 
Constitution of the United States. We con- 
cede nothing to the Federal Government by 
implication. We respect the powers of the Fede- 
ral Government in its whole constitutional range; 


. but that range is restricted and limited to its spe- 


cified powers, of war, peace, treaties, levying and 
collecting taxes, regulating commerce, and the cor- 
and judicial 
powers. This, sir, is the great outline, in brief, of 
the Federal Constitution; and, sir, this Constitution 
was brought into existence by a spirit of amity, 
and that. mutual deference and concession which 
the peculiarity of our situation as a people at that 
time demanded If each State had then con- 
tended for, and rigidly adhered to, its own pecu- 
liar habits and local prejudices and prepossessions, 
as the basis of a Government for all the rest, this 
Federal Union of States would never have been 
brought into existence. But no such surrender of 
opinion or power was required of the States. The 
reserved rights of the States secured to each the 
free and sovereign right to manage its own domes- 
tic affairs in its own way, rightfully liable to no mo- 
lestation or interruption from the rest. The resolu- 
tions of the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Calhoun) having been brought to the consideration 
of the Senate, I should be highly gratified at seeing 
them receive the sanction of this honorable body; 
not that I believe they would put an effectual check 
to these deluded people, called fanatics, but it might 
serve as arallying point for the sane. If the wis- 
dom of our friends, and the-friends of the Union, 
in the non-slaveholding States, cannot devise the 
ways and means to stay the fury of these infuri- 
ated Abolitionists, we of the slaveholding States 
can only rely upon our own power within our own 
bounds. Whenever we find any of these disturb- 
ers of the peace within onr jurisdiction, we must 
execute our laws—punish them—and punish them 
in the most exemplary manner. They are our 
inveterate enemies; we ought to treat them as 
such. With them we have no union; with them 
we have no fellowship. As far as their numbers 
go, they have already severed the Union. We can 
no longer dwell together, or worship at the same 
temple. What these people have to say, write or 
publish; let them take care to keep outside of 
the great gate; that is, out of the limits of the slave- 
holding States. But to our friends of the non- 
slaveholding States who understand our rights, and 
respect them, here and elsewhere, permit me to say, 
my confidence remains firm and unshaken in them. 
Our bonds of union shall not be broken so Jong as 
they adhere, as they now do, to a strict construction 
of our constitutional compact. 

Mr. President, I have already said more than I 
had intended upon this occasion, and sincerely 


| hope that the further discussion of this subject may 


not again make it my duty to trespass further upon 
he time of the Senate. 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
‘Fripay, January 5, 1838. 

The question being on Mr. ALLEN’s substitute 
for Mr: Smrry’s proviso to the third resolution, 
which substitute required that the resolution should 
not so be construed as in any way to impair the 
freedom of speech or of the press, or the right of 
petition— i i 

The question was put on, this substitute, and it 
was adopted by the following vote: E 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bo- 


` chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Ala. Cl 


tenden, Cuthbert, Fulton,” Hubbar 
Lumpkin, Lyon; Nicholas, ‘Niles; N 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Se 
Conn. Southard, Strange, Walke 

lams, Wright, Young—~32.0 0.8 

NAYS-—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Da’ 
Knight, McKean; Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, Wa i 

Mr. MORRIS offered as an amendment an add 
tion to;this resolution, declaring that the right of the: 
people to speak, write, print. and publish any thing” 
whatever, whether or not it concerned the ‘in 
tions, &c. of another State, was. indisputable; and 
that they were amenable only to the State in which 
they might be at the time. Fee et 

Mr. CALHOUN was understood to remark that 
this amendment was irrelevant, and offered by way 
of embarrassment. ` f 
i Mr. MORRIS. Sir, I call the gentleman to or- 

er. Lae, ; 

The Crain was understood to decide that Mr.’ 
CaLHoun was in order. f A 

Mr.. CALHOUN proceeded. Mr. ALLEnN’S 
amendment, he said, covered the whole constitu- 
tional ground on thissubject; and Mr. C. had made 
up his mind to accept it on this ground, that it 
would tend to fortify the Senators of the North, int 
relation to their votes in favor of these resolutions. 
Mr. C. was willing so to fortify them; and he would 
agree to any amendment which would not impair 
the principles of the resolutions. >. ; 

Mr. MORRIS said he was not to be intimidated 
or driven from the course which he thought it his 
duty to pursue, by any allusion of an intention: tö 
embarrass this body or.any other. ` Mr. M:as ‘well 
as the Senator from South Carolina knew what he 
was about, and understood his own course; and he 
would be here free and unshackled, and exempt 
from all party restraints, as an American citizen. 
ought to be, and would express freely and fully his 
opinion on every subject before this body. Sir, 
said Mr. M: am Í at liberty to say what was in. 
tended by the resolutions of the Senator? — =e. 

The Cuar said, to do so was ont of order. 

Mr. M. said he would not then suppose that the 
resolutions themselves were intended for greater 
and more remote objects than those expressed}. but 
it was legilimate to speak of the objects to which 
they must and would lead. In the ‘arguments 
here on the liberty of speech, changes were con- 
tinually rung on the Union. Now it was aques- 
tion whether the resolutions themselves had not a 
strong squinting to a dissolution of the Union. It 
was not for Mr. M. to say that they were intended 
to produce that effect, but they would be judged of; 
and whether or not they went to establish the doc- 
trine that the States were independent of each 
other, Mr. M. would not now fully discuss; but he 
believed they would operate to confirm that doc- 
trine. He hoped more fully to'discuss this point 
before they should pass this body. 

If the resolutions themselves did not show that 
they were intended to operate against the liberty of 
speech and of the press, they would do so. Were 
not gentlemen already alarmed on this point, and 
had they not, therefore, adopted the proviso_of his 
colleague? (Mr. Allen.) i 3 

The question now was, Whether the doctrines of 
Mr. M’s amendment were true. Was the rigħtof. 
a citizen indisputable to speak, write, print, pub- 
lish, on the laws and institutions of, other States? 
I say it isso; it is the right of every citizen.” Uf 
that right is put down by the laws of the country, I 
must submit to those laws, and Task now that I 
may know what liberty they will leave me. I de- 
sire to know this by the vote on my amendment, 
and I hope that the. question will not be evaded, 
that I may know how much I am to be abridged 
of these privileges.. If 1 do not represent the senti- 
ments of the people, the correction is at hand; the 
Legislature of my State: is now in. session, and.I 
even court the.expression of their Judgment upon 


e. : x i 
Mi. M.-said he was responsible alone to` the 
State in which he lived for the abuse of this privi- 


“lege, and not to this Government. ‘They would 
not attempt to pass another gag law, though the 
“gag law, Mr. M. repeated, was a sheet of white 


26 
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paper.compared with these resolutions. Why at- 
tempt thus to silence speech and the press without 
the:passage of a law? Let the same thing be done 
by law, and then see whether the people had be- 
come so base as to permit these privileges to be 
taken from them. All the world could give was 
less than chaff compared with the liberty of 
speech. 

In this contest, Mr. M. knew well with whom 
he had to engage; he knew the prejudices that were 
against him, and that his best friends would differ 
from him. He had fully counted the cost, and 
had made up his miad to meet these difficulties, 
which ever urged him. to express his opinions. 

He desired the Senate to meet his amendment 
boldly and manfully; and if it was wrong, reject 
it, but, if it was right, sustain it. No objection 
had been made to the doctrines of the amendment, 
hut it was to be put down by the imputation that it 
was intended to embarrass. The truth often em- 
barrassed those who were in error; but this was 
their misfortune; Mr. M. had no such design; but 
it was his endeavor always faithfully to perform 
his duty here and everywhere. 

Mr. M. called for the yeas and nays on his 
amendment, which were ordered. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he was not pre- 
pared to say that the adoption of these resolutions 
would have such a direct effect in trangnilizing the 
public mind as was anticipated. THe would not 
say that any thing which could be done here, or 
which could be done at the other end of this Capi- 
tol, would change the course and conduct of an as- 
sociation whose avowed object was “ tie entire 
abolition of slavery in the United States,” and 
whose avowed doctrine was “thut slavehr ling is a 
heinous sin in the sight of God, aud that the duty, 
safety, and best interests of all concerned, require 
its immediate abandonment, without expatriation;” 
whose leading paper declares that the Abolitonists 
“are for union, but not with slavery.” He would 
not presume to urge the passage of these resolu- 
tions-on the ground that an immediate favorable 
effect will thereby be produced upon the master- 
spirits of the Abolition party. He could not even 
hope for such a consequence. He too well knew the 
pecuniary influence and the moral power already 
embarked in the cause, to anticipate any inmedi- 
ate beneficial effect upon the Abolitionists them- 
selves; but he most anxiously desired the passage 
of the resolutions, because, in his judgment, good 
would inevitably result from their adoption; and to 
his mind it was matter of no objection that the re- 
solutions merely asserted great and abstract truths, 
without proposing any practical and remedial mea- 
sures. He looked upon the resolutions with pecu- 
liar favor from that very consideration. It was 
the general principles, the important abstractions, 
embodied in the resolutions, which recommended 
them. to his favor. The resolutions themselves, 
and the vote of this Senate upon them, could not 
fail to produce a powerful influence in eventually 
correcting, and in maintaining correct, popular opi- 
nion upon this agitating subject. Ihe public mind 
will be directed to, and will attentively examine, 
the fundamental truths contained in these resolu- 
tions, and if these political texts are founded on the 
Constitution—if they can be sustained by that» 
solemn compact, the Magna Charla of Ame- 
rican liberty, then will public cpinion be guid- 
ed. and controlled by their benign influence; 
then. will error yield to the force of truth, and pas- 
sion be subdued by the power of reason. Believ- 
ing, as he most conscientiously did, that these re- 
solutions were strictly compatible with the doc- 
trines of the Constitution, and believing that now 
was the fit, the accepted time, to put forth these ab- 
stract truths, to enlighten the public mind, and to 
correct, and maintain correct, the public sentiment, 
he anxiously wished their adoption. He was weil 
‘aware, as he had before observed, that this battle 
was to be fought in the non-slaveholding States. 
He therefore desired to keep the resolutions clear 
of all objectionable matter; to have them assert 
plainly and distinctly the traths which the mover 
ofthe resolutions has so repeatedly declared it was 
his object to promulgate. And he, with the Sena- 
tor. from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) deeply re- 
grétted that the Senator from Indiana had presented 
aby proposition tending to embarrass the progress 


of the original resolutions. Theproposition of the 


Senator from Indiana had no necessary connection ` 


with the resolutions; and yet he was not disposed, 
here or elsewhere, to controvert the positions 
which he had asserted. No man here, friendly to 
the resolutions of the Senator from South Carolina, 
would deny the truth of those maxims selected 
from the Declaration of American Independence, 
and embodied in the amendment which had been 
proposed. Taey were familiar to all, assented. to 
by all, and if the Senator from Indiana desired a 
vote of the Senate upon his resolution, let him 
bring it forward as an independent proposition, 
and he should have his vote for it. 

He was as much in favor of the freedom of opi- 
nion and of speech, and of the liberty of the press 
and of the right of petition, as any man on this 
floor; and he would go as far as the Senator from 
Indiana, or as any other Senator, to maintain invi- 
olate those rights. He was ready now, and at all 
times, by his vote, to declare in the fullest manner 
his faith in the abstractions contained in the reso- 
lution of the Senater from Indiana. He could not 
but regret, also, that the Senator from Ohio 
had considered it necessary to bring forward his 
proposition: they all seemed to him to be out of 
place. He was aware that the proposition of his 
friend from Ohio (Mr. Allen) had been offered as 
an amendment to the resolution of the Senator from 
Indiana, and would not have, been presented 
to the Senate but as an independent proposition, 
had not the Senator from Indiana urged upon 
the Senate his proposition for amendment. He 
regretted the course. He was ready to meet 
the resolutions of the Senator from South 
Carohna, and to give a direct vote on each. 
They had been brought forward as independent 
and as important propositions, and they ought to 
be met freely and fearlessly, and the vote of the 
Senate given unembarrassed by any extraneous 
matter. But the course proposed by the Senator 
from Indiana, and by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
Morris,) was not new. They were both, he pre- 
sumed, decidedly hostile to the measure, and this 
was a legitimate mode to defeat it. When the re- 
solutions which he had a few days since read to the 
Senate were pending before the New Hampshire 
Legislature, a similar mode was then resorted to 
for the purpose of defeating the passage of thoge 
resolutions. The propositions for. amendment, if 
they did net come directly from Abolitionists, came 
from men openly and avowedly opposed to the ad- 
ministration of our State and General Govern- 
ments. When the New Hampshire resolutions to 
which I have referred were under consideration, 

“ Mr. Easrman, of Conway, offered the follow- 
ing, as an amendment: 

“ Resolved, That error of opinion may be safely 
tolerated, so long as reason is left free to combat it. 

“ Resolved, That the demand made by the slave- 
holding States upon the non-slaveholding States of 
this Union, for the latter ‘to adopt penal enactments 
for the purpose of suppressing any associations 
within their limits purporting to be, or having the 
character of, Abolition socieudes, is an unwar- 
rantable interference with the constitutional rights 
of the citizens of said non-slaveholding States, and 
cannot, therefore, be complied with. 


“ Resolved, That any attempt to prevent free dis- 
cussion on the subject of slavery, by making use of 
legal process, or by means of violence, is not only 
an abuse and eontempt of law, but tyrannical and 
unjust; and ought, therefore, to be discountenanced 
and rebuked by every friend of our free institu- 
lions.” 

“ Mr. Epwarps offered the following resolutions, 
to be added as an amendment: 


“ Resolved, That the liberty of speech and the 
freedom of the press, rights secured by the Consti- 
tution to citizens of this State, cannot be abridged 
or restrained by penal enactments, on the request or 
demand of any other State. 


“ Resolved, That the claim of the Execulive of 
a slaveholding State on the Executive of a non- 
slaveholding State, for the surrender of a free citi- 
zen to be removed to such slaveholding State for 
punishment under laws to which he is not amena- 
ble, for acts sanctioned by the laws of the State of 
which he is a citizen, is an unwarrantable interfe- 


The fate of the proposed amendments is matter 
of history: The Legislature,’ by a very decided 
majority, passed the original’ resolutions ; ‘and yet 
every member was ready to deċlaře. his: belief in 
most of the positions embraced in the amendments. 
Such was the course of procéeding there... The 
propositions submitted by the Senator: from In- 
diana, and by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Morris,) 
had not then, to his: mind, even the merit of 
novelty to recommend them, But; as he had:be- 
fore said, it was a legitimate mode of attack ; but 
still he regretted that ıt: had been resorted to. .. He 
was, for one, ready and desirous to give a direct 
vote on the resolutions of the Senator from:South 
Carolina; and he would assure the Senator:from 
Indiana that he would willingly: give a. vote: in 
favor of his resolution, if introduced.as an-inde~ - 
pendent measure. woh ee eB ae 

The Senator from Ohio. expresses ‘a deep solici- 
tude for the preservation of this liberty, of opinion 
and of speech; for the freedom of the. press, me 
freedom of publishing our opinions ‘to. the world, 

~ unrestrained by any influence.: He agreed;.to all 
this; and he had yet to learn that any individual 
member of the Senate.was disposed, in-any way.or 
in any manner, to infringe. the: liberty. of speech, 
or dhe freedom of the press, Certain he , was,: that 
the Abolitionists themselves. had no cause -of com- 
plaint. They, had enjoyed, to their hearts’content, 
the liberty of publishing to the world.their opinions 
and their doctrines. He had that very morning 
seen a paper, two or three columns-of which were 

occupied in giving the mere titles of the books and. . 
pamphlets on the subject of slavery and Abolition- 
ism, for sale at the office of the Anti-Slavery .So- 
ciety in New York. He had looked over. the list; 
and to satisfy the honorable Senator from Ohio that 
there was no cause for his apprehension, that the 
liberty of the press was in no danger, he would, on 
this occasion, give the titles of some of the nume- 
rous publications: ‘‘ Bound Volumes,” ‘ Anti- 
Slavery Manual,” ‘“ Anti-Slavery Record,” “-Ap- 
peal,” “ Archy Moore, the Slave, a. spirited deli- 
neation of the state. of society in the slave, States,” 
“ Biographical: Sketches,” ‘‘ Baurnes’s. Picture of 
Slavery in the United States,” “ Cabinet of: Free- 
dom,” “ Channing on Slavery,” “Charles Ball, 
a story told by himself of a man who lived forty 
years in Maryland, South. Carolina and Georgia, 
as a slave under various masters,” “ Dissertation 
on Servitude,” “Enemies of the Constitution, Dis- 
covered,” “ George Thompson in America,” “God- 
win on Slavery,” “ Granville Sharpe,” ‘Gustavus 
Vasa, written by himself,” ‘The Life of a Native 
African, who was stolen out of his own. land,” 
“ James Jackson,” “ Letters on American Slavery,” 
“ Memoir of Lemuel Haynes,” “ Memoir of Phil- 
lis Wheatley,” ‘ Negro Pew,” “ An inquiry con- 
cerning the propriety of distinctions in the Flouse 
of God, on account of color,” “ Practical Treatise 
on the Law of Slavery,” ‘ Slave’s Friend,” .“ Tes- 
timony of God against Slavery,” “Pamphlets,” 
“ Appeal to the Christian women of the South,” 
“ Appeal to the women of the. nominally freg 
States, by the Anti-Slavery Convention of Ameri- 
can women,” “ Bible against Slavery.” eee 

He would go no farther. He would, however, 
assure the Senate that he had read the titles of 
but a very small portion of the publications now 
for sale at the office of the American Antislavery 

Society in New York. Ie would venture to state 
that, within the great republic of letters, there 
could not be found so many publications upon any 
other one subject as upon this agitating subject of 
slavery. He had merely adverted to the fact.to 
show to the honorable Senator from Ohio 
Morris) that there was no ground for his ap, 
sions: that the liberty of speech, and of. the 
were in no jeopardy. 0. pe gates 

He regretted to see any movement in- the free 
States.calculated fo produce any agitation here up- 
on this subject. If the men and ie i 
‘their memorials to Congress asking for the aboli- 
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of slavery, could be persuaded to let this sub- 
alone; if they could realize that every move- 
snt.of theirs was productive of evil, rather than 
{ good, he could. not but hope that this torrent of 
olitionism would soon be checked, and all this 
may possibly be accomplished by the adoption -of 
the very resolutions now before the Senate. -If the 
litionists see, as they must see, that the Senate 
of the United States regard their efforts as .unwar- 
Yantable and as unjust, they will at least turn their 
thoughts homeward: they will at least ponder well 
the great.abstract truths declared by the Senate, 
and upon which rests the foundation of this Con 
federacy; and he could not doubt that, from the 
adoption. of these resolutions, there was much to 
hope, and nething to fear. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana said when he offered 
the amendment he did not intend to take part in 
the debate; he intended merely to record his vote 
in silence, leaving other Senators to discuss the 
matter, if they thought proper. Nor should he now 
be driven from the course he had originally mark- 
ed cut for himself, was it not for the remarks of 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun.) 
If that. Senator. had directed his arguments exclu- 
sively-against the amendment, he (Mr. S.) would 
have left: its defence. in other hands; but it had 
pleased that'Senater to make his remarks so per- 
sonal as to place him (Mr. S.) in a situation as 
the mover of. the amendment, which ` required him 
to say something in its favor, and in reply to the 
remarks of the Senator. That Senator had thought 
proper to intimate that that he (Mr. 8.) hadmoved 
the amendment for the purpose of defeating the 
resolutions by indirection. He would say to the 
Senator that he had wholly mistaken the charac- 
ter of the mover of the’ amendment. *He could 
assure the Senator that he would never resort to 
indirection to defeat any measure. The Senator 
would always find him ready and willing to meet 
any propostion that might be presented directly. 
He feared no other responsibility than that which 
he was to meet in his State, in the discharge of 
his public duties; and even there he had no hesita- 
tion in believing that in this instance he was repre- 
senting the. wishes of an overwhelming majority of 
thë` People. The Senator had objected to the 
amendment on the ground that it was a collection 
of. mere abstractions. Sir, can the Senator be 
serious? What are his whole resolutions but ab- 
stractions? Have there been any petitions or me- 
morials referred on the subjects embraced in the 
resolutions? Were the resolutions reported by a 
committee?’ Was it intendeded by the mover to 
engraft any legislative enactment upon them? No, 
sir; they are the mere abstract effusions of the mind 
of the gentleman himself; and yet the Senator ob- 
jects to the amendment because it expresses ‘ab- 
stract opinions. Sir, if the Senator gives us one- 
sided abstractions, can he object to be met by ab- 
stractions.on the other side? Tf abstractions are 
tobe resolved here, let us have the whole of them; 
letus not affirm a part of a creed, and not the 
whole. 


` Mr.S. said he was opposed to the whole matter; 
he could see no good that could possibly grow out 
of these resolutions, and they may do much harm. 
He was willing to leave the Constitution and its 
exposition with the people; it was plain enough for 
him, and he would say to the mover of these reso- 
lutions, thatif that instrament did not give the ne- 
cessary security to. the domestic institutions of the 
States, no ` resolves of this body as to the extent of 
the powers conferred by it could do it. The com- 
ments of the Senate on the powers conferred could 
neither enlarge nor abridge those powers. He 
had felt opposed from the outset of these resolu- 
tions,.on, the ground, in the first place, that they 
were mere abstractions; and, in the second place, 
that: they. denied, as he believed, the- fundamental 
principles, and acknowledged political truths, of 
this Government. The Senator from South Caro- 
lina, in answer -to some remarks of the Senator 
from. Ohio, (Mr. Morris,) had stated that he did not 
intend to- abridge the freedom of speech ‘or of the 
“press by the resolutions, and. that Senator, a few 


-minutes ago, stated thathe admitted the truth of 
the principles containedin the amendment he (Mr. . 
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S.) had offered; if he was mistaken in the admis- 
sions of the Senator, he would correct him, 


{Mr. Caunoun said he had neither denied nor 


admitted their truth.] 

Then, said Mr. S. it is important that the Senate 
should either deny or admit them. The Senator 
says that the amendment is intended to overthrow 


| his resolutions by indirection. Does not the Sena- 


tor see that he admits away his whole case, that 
his argument proves too much? For, if the amend- 
ment be true, and if the principles contained in it 
dre orthodox, and if, as the Senator admits, they 
are antagonistical to his resolutions, it follows of 
course that the resolutions cannot be correct in 
principle. If the twe, the amendment and the re- 
solutions, cannot stand together, which must fall? 
The Senator justly claims for himself the honor of 
being the author of the resolutions; he (Mr. S.) 
laid no claim to so distinguished an honor in rela- 
tion to theamendment. It was true he had thrown 
it together, and presented it to the Senate, but it 
emanated from greater and wiser heads than his. 
The first part of the amendment was copied from 
the Declaration of Independence. Is it possible, 
at this day, that the memorable end glorious decla- 
ration of those departed statesmen and heroes, 
which stimulated the people of the infant colo- 
nies to deeds of glory and renown, and which 
has been thought worthy to form a part of the 
Constitution of the Several States, is to be set aside 
by the Senate of the United States, to give place to 
the new-fangled doctrines of the Senator from 
South Carolina? The next provision of the amend- 
ment was copied from the first section of the amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. The 
principles contained in it were considered so im- 
portant that it was thought necessary to incorporate 
it in the Constitution by an amendment, as it was 
omitted in the original. Are these principles also 
to be set aside, denied, repudiated, abrogated, and 
contemned by this Senate, because, forsooth, they 
are antagonistical to the resolutions of the Senator 
from South Carolina? These, with the next pro- 
vision in the amendment which was copied from 
Mr. Jefferson’s inaugural address, are altogether 


worthy of the high source .from which they ema. 


nated; they are just such principles as freemen 
must cherish. They recognise the doctrines for 
which the patriots and sages of the Revolution 
contended in that glorious struggle. The equality 
of man, the freedom of the press and of speech, the 
right to assemble together in a peaceable manner 
to consult on their common goed, and to petition 
the Government for redress of grievances, tolerating 
error of opinion, but leaving reason free to combat 
it—‘‘error of opinion may be tolerated, while rea- 
son is left free to combat it.” Yes, sir, error of 
opinion is not, in this country, to be met or put 
down by the resolutions and opinions of this body 
alone, unless our acts are seconded by public opi- 
nion. These very resolutions may be, and he 
honestly believed they were, fonnded in crror of 
opinion; but even they may be tolerated, while rea- 
son is left free to combat them. Sir, these decla- 
rations of the sage of Monticello should have a 
resting place, and should be nourished in the hearts 
of his countrymen. Yes, sir, combat error of opi- 
nion by reason, not by gag laws, not by mobs, not 
by inquisitions, not by establishing censorships over 
the press, not by abridging the freedom of speech, 
but by reason, holding the parties responsible for 
the abuse of all these privileges, or rather tights, to 
the party aggrieved; and then the question, what are 
and what are not errors ofopinion, must be left to the 
final arbiters—the people, where they must be left 
in every country where liberty dwells. The last 
clause of his amendment was the celebrated say- 
ing, he believed it was a toast on.apublic occasion, 
of ex-President Jackson, “the Union, it must be 
preserved.” He (Mr. S.) had called this a political 
truth in the amendment. Was he mistaken. in the 
character he had given it? He believed not. He 
was satisfied that it was not only a political. truth, 
but it was a truth that met the hearty approbation 
of every sane mind in the nation; and, while the 
Senator from South Carolina is pressing his resolu- 
tions—in almost every one of which a reference is 
made, in some shape or other, to the possibility of 
weakening or destroying the Union—is it not pro- 


per, nay, more, is it not demanded, 
reaffirm that most vital political tra 
must be preserved?” .. Yes, sir, if we 
abstractions, how can we do less tha) 
countrymen to these truths, and to'say’ ts A 
the name of our country, Liberty and. Union are one 
aid inseparable, now and for ever. Why do Senators 
object to its adoption? Why not let the whole go 
to the people together? Are gentlemen “afraid ‘to 
trust them? If our opinions on these abstract ques- 
tions are worth any thing to the people, let-us give: | 
them the whole of this matter: He, for.one, was 
not afraid to trust them. If they decide errone- 
ously, either for or against us, let itbe remembered 
that “error of opinion may be tolerated, ‘whilst 
reason is left free to combat- it.” If itshall be con- 
tended by the Senator that he has been misunder= 
stood, that he does not admit that the principles. of 
the amendment are opposed. to the doctrines of the 
resolutions, and contends that they can both stand 
together, then the amendment is perfectly harmless, 
and should form a part. of the resolutions. He 
was, however, grossly mistaken, or these resolu- 
lions were not exactly what they seemed to be. 

The Senator from Delaware (Mr.. Bayard) had 
in part torn the mask from the first one; he had 
clearly shown that it embodied the principles of ` 
nullification as they are understood in the State 
trom which the mover came. He (Mr.'8.) entire- 
ly concurred in that opinion. But that was not the 
only principle involved in the resolutions to- which 
he objected. In his mind it was clear that they 
strike at the freedom of speech and of the'press, 
and the right of the people to assemble peaceably 
to consult their common good, and to petition their 
Government for redress of grievances. Tt will be 
seen by Senators that they deny the right of the 
States to “intermeddle” with the domestic institu- 
tions of the other States. Now, sir, what does the 
word “intermeddle,” as it is here used, mean? 
Does it merely mean that the people of the free 
States have no right to go into the slave-holding 
States.and excite an insurrection, or otherwise in- 
terfere with that domestic institution? If so, it had 
his most hearty approbation. But if the meaning 
was, as he believed it to be, that to speak, write, 
print, or petition, in the free or non-slaveholding 
States, on any subject connected with slavery, is 
“intermeddling” with that instituticn, then he put it 
to gentlemen to saw whether the constitutional, 
fundamental, and political truths contained in his 
amendment were not directly controverted by the 
resolutions. 

Sir, these resolutions contain all the principles of 
the alien and sedition laws, known as the gag laws 
of the elder Adams, in a much more odious. form. 
The pretext for the enactment of those laws, his- 
tory tells use, for his age prevented him knowing 
any thing personally of the matter, was, that’ the 
Government and its officers had been maliciously 
and wantonly assailed in meetings, in speeches, 
through the press, by caricatures and otherwise; 
that the people were instigated and moved by fo- 
reign emissaries hostile to our Government; that it 
was calculated to bring the Government and its of 
ficers into disrepute with the people, and weaken, 
if not eventually destroy, the Union. The facts . 
seemed to have been admitted by all, Well, sir, 
what was the panacea of that day which the party 
in power administered as a remedy for this alarm~ 
ing disease of the people? “The alien and sedition 
laws. And what was the effect of these laws on the 
public mind? Why, sir, although they only, pun- 
ished the offence where it was false and malicious, 
and allowed the defendant on trial to give in evi- 
dence the truth of the charge, yet the people became 
alarmed for their liberty. The great fundamental 
and constitutional principles of our Government 
were invaded. The freedom of speech, the free- 
dour of the press, and the right of petition, were all 
involved in the principle; and so odious did these 
Jaws become, that. they were greatly instrimental 
in putting down the. Administration of the elder 
Adams, and in elevating Mr. Jefferson to the Pre- 
sidential chair. é 

‘What was’ the ground, Mr. President, occupied 


py the Jeffersonian party of that day? It was the 


very same which has been so frequently quoted, 
and which Mr. Jefferson perpetuated by incor 
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porating in his inaugural address, “ error of opi- 
nion may be tolerated while reason is left frce to 
combat it.” What is the pretext for these resolu- 
tions? The same, the very same that produced the 
gag laws. Ifthe freedom of speech is tolerated, if 
the freedom of the ‘press is not abridged, if the 
right of petition is not silenced in the non-slave- 
holding States, if the people in these States speak, 
write, print, assemble or petition on any subject 
connected with slavery, they are ‘‘intermeddling” 
with the domestic institutions of the South, and fall 
within the. denunciations of these resolutions, on 
the assumption that the Union is endangered, by 
‘arraying one people against another. Sir, would 
not the same pretext not only abridge but actually 
silence the press of this nation? Look at your 
leading party presses every where: do they not pub- 
lish daily inflammatory, and, not unfrequently 
false matter, calculated to array the people against 
each other, and, in the language of these resolu- 
tions, to weaken the Union? And yet who is pre- 
pared to establish a censorship over the press? He 
would not say who, buthe would say, that, in his 
opinion, the resolutions under consideration assert 
the principle in terms not to be misunderstood. 
‘He (Mr. 8.) was asked why he had offered the 
amendment? He would, with great pleasure, res- 
pond to the inquiry. Hehad many reasons for in- 
troducing it. He would givea few of them; first, 
because he wished the antidote to go with the 
poison; if either was to be sent forth as the doc- 
trines of the Republic. 
principles contained in the amendment were 
such as he Joved to recur to and cherish. Be- 
cause he had some anxiety to ascertain. whether 
the ancient landmarks were still left standing amidst 
the revolution of parties, or whether they had been 
erased by the political tornado that has swept over 
the land; whether he had read the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the history of his country in vain; 
whether those doctrines and fundamental princi- 
ples have become too old fashioned for the times, 
and whether he had to study a new political creed 
before he could discharge his duty to his State and 
the nation here. These were some of the reasons; 
he hoped they would be considered a suflicient an- 
‘swer to the inquiry. Senators favorable to the re- 
solutions have been pleased to express their regret 
that the amendment has been offered. To those 
gentlemen he had only to say that he regretted the 
introduction of the resolutions as honestly as they 
regretted the introduction of the amendment; he 
would, therefore, with the consent of the Senators, 
set off his regret against theirs. Ife had heard 
with surprise the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
(Norvell) the moment his amendment had been of- 
fered, inquire of the Chair whether a motion to 
postpone it indefinitely would be in order. The 
zeal of that Senator is rather unaccountable. Fle 
had, .to be sure, been walking in the footsteps of 
the mover of the resolutions on this subject; but 
he (Mr. S ) suppssed that the courtesy that had 
been extended to him on the introduction of his 
miniature resolutions would have advised him of 
what was due to others, even if he was opposed to 
their measures. 

Mr. S. said that he had no other feelings than 
those of. personal kindness for that Senator, but 
that it struck him as unkind and uncourteous in the 
Senator to take the course he did. He (Mr. 8.) 
did not object to any want of order in the inquiry, 
but of that courtesy which is due on such occa- 
sions. He had voted for the printing of the resolu- 
‘tions of that Senator, and yet a motion to indefi- 
nitely postpone them would also have been in order. 
The Senator does not know whether his resolutions 
come up to the enlarged views of him, (Mr. 8.) 
To this he would only say, that he really could not 
say. whether they did or did not, as he had never 
read them. He had heard them at the Clerk’s ta- 
ble until he had become satisfied that they were 
a mere miniature reflection of the great light 
emanating from the resolutions of the Senator from 
South Carolina. The Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
Allen) expresses himself opposed to the amend- 
ment, and says he greatly prefers the amendment 
that.he offered. This is very natural; it is to be 
expected, : Nature herself prompts. all animals to 


Secondly, because the - 


Mr. Calhoun’s Resolutions—Mr. Smith, Hubbard, Benton. 


nourish, protect, and love. their own offspring in 
preference to the progeny of others, and he cer- 
tainly had no disposition to find fault with this 
manifestation of that Senator’s regard for the laws 
of Nature; but really the objections of that Senator 
were rather unexpected. He says the amendment 


to which the amendment of that Senator is offered,- 


is, as a Jawyer would say, de hors the record, or, in 
other words, not connected with the subject-matter 
of the resolutions, Why, sir, does not the Senator 
himself know that his amendraent was drawn after 
the amendment offered by him? (Mr. S.) If one is out 
of the record, is not the other?’ The Senator has not 
even the merit of originality inhis amendment. The 
Senator says we might as well resolve that the Koran. 
is not the evidence of the Christian’s faith as to adopt 
the amendment offered by him, (Mr. S.) To this, he 
would merely say, that if the doctrines of the De- 
claration of Independence, the doctrines of the 
Constitution of the United States, of the Jefferso- 
nian party of that day, of those “great political, 
fundamental, and constitutional truths contained 
in the amendment, bear the same relation to the 
doctrines held by that Senator, that the Koran 
does to the Christian religion, then the Senator was 
correct in the conclusion to which he had come, 
but not otherwise. He would leave the Senator to 
decide the matter for himself. 

The Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hub- 
bard) has been pleased to say that the amendment 
had not the merit of novelty in it, and that it was 
intended to embarrass the passage of these resolu- 
tions, The latter charge, in its offensive sense, he 
had so fully answered before, that he would merely 
say to that Senator now, that ke could scarcely 
claim for the charge the merit of originality, as’ it 
had been made by the Senator from South Caroli: 
na, (Mr. Calhoun,) and, afterhaving been met by 
him, (Mr. S.) and refuted, it was honorably aban- 
doned. by that Senator. If, however, the Senator 
from New Hampshire wishes to be understood in 
a sense not offensive, be (Mr. S.) would say, that 
truth will always embavrass its opposers, and in 
that sense the amenddment was introduced to 
embarrass the passage of the resolutions. The 
Senator says thatthe amendment has not the merit 
of novelty; and he has read from a paper from 
the granite State to show that during the progress 
of the resolutions of that State similar amend- 
menis were offered. Weill, sir, admit the fact, and 
what does it prove? Why, sir, merely that those 
great fundamental principles are cherished yet, 
even in New Hampshire, by a portion of the people. 
But, sir, does the Senator claim for himself any 
credit for discovering that which he (Mr. 8.) had 
avowed from the outset, that his amendment did 
not contain novelties, that the doctrines were prima- 
ry, fundamental, constitutional, and vital political 
truths? Sir, has novelty any special merit in the 
eyes of that Senator? If so, the Senator from 
South Carolina has prepared a feast for him, and 
he is welcome to enjoy it. 

But, sir, there is another avowed principle in 
these resolutions that most not be passed in silence. 
Jt assumes thatit may become necessary for this 
nation to attach territory ( Texas) to the Union, for 
the purpose of protecting and extending the domestic 
institutions (slavery) of the South. This isa solemn 
question, and one which he hoped would be 
promptly met and as promptly decided. He would 
not now anticipate the arguments upon it, but he 
begged to be excused for saying that it was a most 
odious principle to him, and suflicient, in his mind, 
to alarm the friends of freedom every where. He 
would take this eccasion, however, to say, that he 
had no connection whatever with the Abolitionists, 
nor did he even know any of them; he believed 
them, so far as he could learn, to be a highly re- 
spectable portion of our fellow-citizens, yet enter- 
taining, as he honestly believed, mistaken views 
of this great question. They certainly could not 


be apprized of the fact, that the very course they || 


had marked ont for themselves, and which they 
were pursuing, if reports speak truth, on that sub- 
ject, was the worst possible course to attain the 
object they have in view, if it be merely, ashe 
supposed it was, to induce the master to liberate 
his slave. Sir, does not this people see that the 


consequences which have already grown out of 


“theif course ha 
happy resu 


he Rë- 


to deeds of desperation, ‘be’ ind 


t Knöw that 


stitution left it; preserve the harmony of this. peo- 
ple; and stand by the. Union as it is.: If our insti- 
tutions are more to our liking than. are those of 
these States, let us rest. contented with our ’situa- 
tion, and not, by any act of ours, aggravate the dif- 
ficulties of our brethren of the South, where we 
can do no good, and may do. much: harm... Sir, 
(said Mr, 8.) while he openly, avowed: the convic- 
tions of his.mind on this important subject, he ‘felt 
it due tothe occasion: and the South to Say, that 
while:he would extend ;to them the. full ‘force’ of 
their constitutional guaranties, in the protection “of 
their domestic institutions as they now are, hé. wished 
the Senators specially representing that. interest: to 
understand, distinctly, that he would. cavil on the 
ninth part of a hair, on any question going. to ex- 
tend the principles or boundary of slavery one inch; 
and he would submit it to the calm and solemn 
cousideration of those Senators, whether the South 
was not greatly instrumental in exciting and agera- 
vating this matter. Why not rest contented with 
their constitutional security? Why come into this 
body asking to extend the territory and principles 
of slavery, when they well know that. of all the 
Subjects under the: heavens there is none so well 
calculated. to excite and arouse the feelings:.of the 
non-slaveholding States? “Whether.it be fanaticism 
or not, the facts are the same. “Why resort. to un- 
usual, summary, and unconstitutional ‘trials, con- 
victions, and executions of those who may be. even 
guilty of opposing the institation of slavery? Do 
they not see that while the course of the Abolition- 
ists inflames the South, their course is calculated to 
inflame the North, and to even make Abodlitionists of 
those who would not otherwise take any part in 
the matter? Do they not see that this fire can ne- 
ver be extinguished while fuel is continually 
added to it? Would it not be well—nay, more, 
as they regard the Union, as they regard the peace 
and harmony of this people, are the parties, as 
much as Hes within their power, not required—to 
withdraw the fuel and extinguish the flame? He 
was well apprized that neither the Abolitionists'nor 
slaveholders may thank him for his advice “inthis 
matter. He knew his inability to reach the feelings 
or instruct the judgment of either. Hestood herenot 
the advocate of a particular sect or section of this 
great Republic, on this question, but asthe “advo- 
cate of the perpetuity of the Union, of ‘the freedom 
of speech and of the press, of the equality of man, 
of the right of petition, of those constitutional; fun- 
damental, and political truths, contained’ iri his 
amendment, which were erected ‘as the landmarks 
of this great Republic, by otir ansestors, ahd conse- 
crated with their blood, and he felt satisfied to point 
his countrymen to them as alfogethér worthy of 
their confidence and regard." ; 

Mr. HUBBARD explained, and was understood 
to say, that he did not.intend to charge the doc» 
trines of Jefferson and: Andrew Jackson (as® cons 
tained in Mr. Smith’s: amendment)’ with wanting 
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t the same time, that the committee should be 
chosen chiefly of Senators from the North, where, 
‘to his view of the question, the brunt of the action. 
ould necessarily have to be fought. : 

re. CALHOUN said that he hoped. the motion 
would not succeed. Much progress had already 
been made in the discussion, .The- first: two and 
leading resolutions, which went to the character of 
our political system, had already. been ‘voted on, 
and, if he might judge from indications on all sides, 
the discussion, on the third had nearly terminated. 
The three succeeding were in fact deductions from 
the others, on which he trusted there would not, 
after what has been said, be much diversity of 
opinion. 

Should the motion prevail, he would consider 
it buta mode of getting clear of the resolutions. He 
had offered them as the antagonist of the Vermont 
resolutions, and to ascertain whether, in the opinion 
of the Senate, there was any constitutional ground 
adequate to resist the assaults on our rights and 
property, on which the slavcholding States could 
stand. The discussion had clearly shown that 
there was none other. On the right of rejecting 
abolition petitions, although, in his opinion, one of 
the clearest that can be imagined, we of the South 
were, unfortunately for the peace of the country, 
in a minority. , So; also, on the question of the 
constitutional right of abolishing slavery in this 
District and the Territories, and also on every 
other particular question which has been altempted 
to be raised on constitutional grounds, as a barrier 
to our rights and security. What remains, then, 
short of taking our protection into-our own hands, 

‘but to find some barrier in the general character 
and structure of our political system? and where 
can we find that but in the view of the Constitution, 
which considers it as a compact between sovereign 
and independent States, formed for their mutual pros- 
perity and security? If we required proof that these 
_ resolutions assumed the only constitutional ground 
which could give peace and quiet to the country, 
and security to the South and West, it would be 
found in this debate. He had challenged, again 
and again, these who took a different view of our 
system, fo point out where protection could be 
found in the Constitution according to their concep- 
tion of that instrument. None had been, or even 
attempted to be, shown. It would, then, be in 
vain to refer the resolutions, to.discover some new 
principle in the Constitution calculated to effect the 
object for which they. were introduced. Nor would 
jt be more useful to refer them, to modify the 
language or. the details. They were abstract reso- 
lutions, involving little or no details, and he had 
again, and again avowed his readiness to make the 
language acceptable to all, as far as it could be, 
without sacrificing the principles on which they 
rest; of which he had given already abundant 
proof, and was prepared to give additional, But 
the Senate must remember that the difficulty: here- 
tofore encountered did not originate so much in 
any objection to the principles of his resolutions, 
nor to the details, or any peculiar expresssion, as 
the desire to engraft additional matter entirely fo- 
reign to their nature or object, and the consequence 
of which would be to obstruct their passage, or to 
neutralize their effects if they should pass. This- 

difficulty could not be avoided; and a reference, 50 

far from diminishing, would but tend to increase it. 

Thus thinking, he was constrained to conclude 

thata reference would be fatal to the resolutions, 

be thé object of the mover what it might, and, with 
` this impression, should the motion succeed, he would 

Jeave them-to their fate; and, like the mover, he 

would decline acting on the committee should he 
„be appointed a member. - g 
xn assuming State rights grounds as the basis of 

his resolutions; and calling .a rally at this solemn 

and.dangerous: juncture of that great, though in a 

measure dormant, parly, which has ever professed 

the State rights.creed, he did not intend to imply 
that gentlemen opposite to him, 
` sghich- they. belong, were. Abolitionists, or disposed. 
to countenance- their creed. On the contrary, he 
pélieved that.:the.great mass: of the party was 


sound,.and. adverse to-the.dangerous projects of the. 


fanatics; but candor compelled him to declare that 
gould not. look to them: in, this hour of danger, 


or ‘the party to | 


& 


__ APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr, Calhoun’s Resolutions—Mr. Calhoun... 


We. had their good wishes, it is true: They 
were even willing to vote it inexpedient and dan- 
gerous to agitate the subject; but when we touched 
the Constitution, and asked them what barrier, ac- 


cording to their conception, that. instrument. con- - 


tains against their incendiary and mad. projects, 
they are silent. Their political creed not only ad- 
mits of none, but, ia fact, rouses into action that 
dangerous spirit of fanaticism which threatens 
to subvert our institutions: He would repeat 
here, what he had so often said: This. fell 
spirit originated in that blind fanatical zeal, which 
made one man believe that he was responsible for 
the sins of others, and which, two centuries ago, tied 
the victim that it could not convert, to the stake. 
After lying long dormant, it is now. resuscitated in 
another form, with no abatement of its-blind fary 
or thirst for blood. - The same responsibility which 
the orthodox of former times felt for the sins of his 
heretic neighbor, which. led him to the fagot and 
the stake, the Abolitionist now. feels for the new 


} species of heresy which their imagination has con- 


jured up in the Southern and Western States, to 
extirpate which, he is ready to drench the whole 
South in blood. It is this responsibility for what 
they deem our sins, which has roused this fell.spi- 
rit into action ; and their conception of their respon- 
sibility originates in that mistaken conception of 
our system, which regards it, not as it really is—a 
union of States for the mutual good and security 
of each, but a great and consolidated community, 
in which the States bear the same relation to the 
whole as counties do to States; and, of course, in 
which the whole is responsible for all the parts. 
This is no new opinion with him, Te long since 
foresaw, before this spirit was roused into action, 
that this false and dangerous view of the Constitu- 
tion would, one day or another, lead to the state of 
things in which we now find ourselves, and so told 
the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster, ) 
when he advocated his consolidation doctrines in 
the discussion on the force bill, in 1833, that such 
would be the consequence, as he must remember. 
Thus thinking, the gentleman opposite must ex- 
cuse him, if he could not, in the hour of danger, 
jook to them. He thanked them for their good 
feelings, and he accepted their avowal of opposi- 
tion to Abolition with all sincerity; but he wanted 
something more substantial; something that would 
not pass away with the present incumbents, some 
constitutional barrier and guaranty; and for these 
he was constrained to look ta those who professed 
the opposite political creed. How little reliance 
we can place on those who take the view of the 
Constitution they do, this debate has furnished am- 
ple proof. The Senator from Indiana has. been 
among the most forward to disavow Abolition sen- 
timents, and to express his good wishes for us and 
our institutions, of the sincerity of which he (Mr. 
C.) had no reason to distrust; and yet, while he 


makes these avowals, he moves amendments to, 


these resolutions, which are intended to exhibit the 
strength of our cause, in the very langnage of the 
perverted creed of the Abolitionists, and in which, 
if he had succeeded, he would, in fact, not only 
have neutralized all the intended effects of the reso- 
lutions, but would have given a triumph anda 
new impulse to those whose objects he denounces, 
and to whom he professes to be so much opposed. 
With this proof before him of the effects of his 
creed, that Senator, and those with whom he acts, 
must excuse him if he turns from them to those 
who profess opposite doctrines, as allies in this great 
conflict. : 

I fear (said Mr. C.) that the Senate has not ele 
vated its view sufficiently to comprehend . the ex- 
tent and magnitude of the existing danger. Jey 
perhaps his misfortane to look tua mach to the 
futnre, and to move against dangers at loo great a 
distance, which had involved him in many diffi- 
culties, and exposed him often to the imputation 
of unworthy motives. - Thus he had long foreseen. 
the immense surplns revenue which a false sys- 
tem of legislation must pour inte the ‘Treasury, 
and the fatal conseq ences to the morals and in- 


Y stitutions of the country which must follow. When . 


nothing else could arrest it, he threw himself, 
with his State, into the breach, to. arrest dangers 


which could not otherwise bẹ- arrested; .-whether 


] wisely or not, he left posterity to 


saw with equal clearness, as cleni 
sun, the fatal consequences w 


sentiment he had uttered would. be. miscons' 
and misrepresented. ‘There were those who s 
no danger to the Union in. thé violation of all 
fundamental principles, but who -were fi 
prehension when danger was foretold -or résis 

and who held not the. authors of the danger, bn 
those who forewarned or opposed it, responsible. > 


he must say, but too certain a mode of- acquir- 
ing the character. of devoted attachment to the. 
Union. Bat seeing the danger, as he did, he 
would he a traitor to the Union, and those’he, 
represented, to- keep silence. The assaults 
daily made ọn the institutions of nearly one- 
half of the States of this Union by the other—insti- 
tutions interwoven from the beginning with their 
political and social existence, and which cannot be 
other than, without their inevitable, destruction, 
will ‘and must, if continued, make two people of one, 
by destroying every sympathy between the two: 
great sections, obliterating from “their hearts the 
recollection of their common. danger and glory,and . 
implanting in their place’ a ‘mutual hatred, more 
deadly than ever existed between two. neighboring: 
people since the commencement of the human 
race He feared not the circulation of the thou- 
sands of incendiary and slanderous publications 
which were daily issued from an organized and 
powerful press among those intended to he vilified. 
They cannot penetrate our section; that was not 
the danger; itlay ina different direction, .. Their, 
circulation in the non-slaveholding States was. wha: 
was to be dreaded: It was infusing a deadly poison 
into the minds of the rising generation, implanting 
in them feelings of hatred, the most deadly hatred, 
instead of affection and love, ‘for one-half of this 
Union, to be returned on their part with ‘equal der 
testation. The fatal, the immutable consequences: 
if not arrested, and that without delay, were such 
as he had presented. i ; 
The first and desirable object is to arrest it in-the 
non-slaveholding States; to meet the disease where 
it originated,-and where it exists; and the first step 
to this is to fnd some common’, constitdtional 
ground.on which a rally, with that object, can. be 
made. These resolutions present the ground,-and 
the only one, on which it can be made. The only 
remedy is in the State rights doctrines; and, if 


_those who profess them in slaveholding States do 


not rally on them, as their political creed, and or- 
ganize as a party against the fanatics, in order to` 
pat them down, the South and West will be come 
pelled to take the remedy into their own hands. 
They will then stand justified in the sight of God: 
and man; and what, in that event, will follow; no. 
mortal can anticipate. PORET 
Mr. President, (said Mr. C.) we are reposing 
ona volcano. The Senate seems entirely ignorant - 
of the state of feelings inthe South. The mail has 
just Brought us’ intelligence of, a..most important 
step taken by one of the: southern States in con- 
nection with this subject, which swill, give some 
conception ‘of the tone of felling which begins. to 
prevail in that gnarters i i 
A slave was kidnapped orastoien, by some persons ` 
belonging to a trading vessel. from the State. of 
Maine. The Governor of. Georgia. demanded- a 
surrender of the, fugitive criminals, (for such. they 
are, be their motive what it may,)under the Con- 
stitution, from,.the Governor of Maine. Tt-- was 
notcomplied with. . The Governor. of Georgia. 
brought the. subject-before the Legislature. They 
have, ashe understood, acted on it."and unanimous- 
ly. passed resolutions on the subject, and, among 
others, one, if the surrender of the fugitives he not. 
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mmiade,after another and more solemn demand, pro- 


viding for the convening of the People of Georgia, 


in their high sovereign capacity, asa member of 
the Union, to take the subject into their considera- 
tion. All who know that State, know that when 
she moves she intends no idle menace. 

With these views and facts, I leave it now to the 
Senate to decide whether the time has not arrived 
when they ought to say what attitude they ought to 
assume in relation to this, the most momentous 
and dangerous question that has everagitated this 
Union. As to himself, he has done his duty. He 
has raised-his warning voice, regardless of the un- 
worthy imputations to which he knows he exposes 
himself. He has presented the result of his most 
mature and deliberate reflection, in order, if possi- 
ble, to prevent the conflict between the two great 
sections, which any one capable of reflection must 
see is approaching, and must take place, if not 
arrested. He has done his daty. Let what may 
come, he wishes to free himself from all responsi- 
bility in the eyes of the country and the world, and 
of the present and future generations. He was 
not sanguine, he must say, of the success of the 
measure, even if it should be adopted. He had 
Presented it as the most likely to do good, and in the 
desire to do any thing that promised in the least to 
avert the approaching catastrophe, which he was 
most anxious toavoid. Should the motion prevail, 
he would take no further control or responsibility, 
which would then, of course, rest on those who 
may take the resolutions into their own hands. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that it had-not been his 
habit to introduce personalities into this Hall. Jt 
was not a body in which it was proper to indulge 
in such feelings. When, yesterday, he had pro- 
pounded to the Chair the question, whether it 
would be in order to move the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the amendment, submitted by the Senator 
from Indiana, (Mr. Smith,) he considered - himself 
to be pursuing a perfectly parliamentary course. 
The Senator was undoubtedly in order when he 
offered the amendment; and he was equally in or- 
der in propounding the inquiry, which be had put to 
the Chair: there was no discourtesy in it. He had 
considered the amendment as a trap, in which to 
catch the friends of the resoluticn of the honora- 
ble Senator from South Carolina. He had, therc- 
fore, desired to get rid of it, as an irrelevant pro- 
position. He did not view the vote of the Senator 
from Indiana to print what he had been pleased ta 
eall his minature resolutions, as any act of courtesy 
on his pari. It was a matter of right that the Se- 
nate should order them to be printed... If his reso- 
lutions had not come up to. the calibre of that Se- 
nator’s great mind, he must seek consolation, un- 
der such a misfortune, in the approbation which 

they had received from much abler and much 
better men.” Sy eS ‘ 

Mr. SMITH, of. Indiana, said he did not rise to 
continue the debate at large, but merely to answer 
the Senator.from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) on 
a single point, and to say a word to the Sena- 
tor from Michigan, (Mr. Norvell.) Ashe under- 
stood the Senator from South Carolina, that Sena- 


tor had said that he (Mr. S.) had done him injus- | 


tice, in saying that the resolutions of. the Senator 
contemplated the extension of the principles and 
boundary of slavery: Mr. Smith said, if he was 
- in error in that respect, which he did not admit, he 
had been led into the error by the last resolution of 
that Senator. 2 

(Mr. Sativa was about to read the resolution, 
when Mr. CaLmoun arose and. said that he had 
made no charge against the Senator from Indiana; 
he disclaimed any thing of the kind, and he hoped 
his character would be sufficient to satisfy the Se- 
nator on that point] è > o . 

Mr. Smitu said thatthe remarks of. the Senator 
were entirely satisfactory to him, and he had no re- 
marks further to make to him. Mr. 8. then made 
some remarks in reply to the remarks previously 
made by Mr. Norvell. : 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he was not disposed to 
complain that the Senator from .South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) had introduced to the wotice of the 
Senate an existing case of controversy, in relation 


to the supposed abduction of a’ negro’ slave, the ` 
“property of a citizen of Georgia, by a citizen of 


Mr. Calhoun’s Resolutions—Mr. Lumpkin, Ruggles, Buchanan. - 


Maine; but from the manner in which the case 
had been presented, he felt it his duty to give to the 
Senate a relation of the facts, so far as they had 
come to his knowledge. If there had been any 
final legislative action upon thé subject by the Le- 
gislature of Georgia, as seemed to be the impres- 
sioa of the Senator from. South Carolina, he (Mr. 
L.) and his colleague, who sat near him, had re- 
ceived no official information of the same. Mr. 
L. had no information on the subject, except what 
he had derived from the publication of the official 
correspondence and documents relating to the sub- 
ject; from which it appeared, that a citizen 
or citizens of Maine were accused” of the se- 
cret abduction of a negro slave from a eiti- 
zen of Savannah. in Georgia. Under the pro- 


visions of the act of Congress providing for 


such cases, the owner of the slave applied 
to the Executive of Georgia, and presented . the 


. evidence required by the act of Congress; where- 


upon the Gevernor of Georgia made the usual 


delivery of the offending fugitives to the agent 
appointed by the Governor of Georgia, in order 
that they might be made amenable to the laws of 
Georgia. The Governor of Maine declined yield- 
ing to this demand, and a correspondence ensued 
between the Executives of the two States, in which 
the points at issue were discussed, without yielding 
on either side. The Governor of Georgia, there- 
fore, adverted to the subject in his annual message 
to the Legislature in November last, in what was 
considered by the people of Georgia a becoming 
spirit and tone. This part of the message of the 
Governor was referred to the Committee on the 
state of the Republic. That committee made a 
strong and able report, winding vp with resolutions 
recommending determined action upen the subject; 
but if the report was acted upon by the Legislatnre, 
he (Mr. L.) was not apprized of the fact. He had 
received no information of such action, and con- 
sequently was not apprized of any duty devolving 
on him in connection with the subject, or that duty 
would have been performed. He deemed it. his 
duty to make this statement to the Senate, to pre- 
vent the impression here or elsewhere, that himself 
or colleague would, be less sensitive in matters con- 
nected directly with the interest of their own State, 
than the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Calhoun.) 

Mr. RUGGLES of Maine, rose to explain a 
transaction to which an allusion had been made by 
the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) 
and the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Lumpkin,) 
but he had understood that his statement was, that 
the slave in question was retained in Maine, and 
that the Governor of that State had refused to de- 
liver him up on the requisition of the Governor of 
Georgia. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he now recollected that it 
was the kidnapper, and not. the slave, that had 
been reclaimed. 

Mr. R. remarked that he was somewhat familiar 
with the circumstances of the case, the slave hav- 
ing been brought to the town in which he (Mr. R.) 
resides. 
facts of the case, as he understood them. at the 
time, and as they were, he had no doubt, generally 
understood and believed, were, that a merchant 
vessel belonging to Maine was lying in the port of 
Savannah, in. Georgia, on board of which, as she 
was about to fsail, the slave referred to, who had 
been employed in or about the vessel, secreted 
himself on board the vessel, and was not discovered. 
until two or three days atsea. The vessel stcod 
or and arrived at Thomaston. 
supposed owners of the slave arrived in pursuit. 


aid the alleged owners in finding. the runaway, in 
which they were successful, and they took him. 


him back to Savannah. 


the Governor, ` 


“beard as kidnappers or thieves. 


demand upon the Executive of Maine for the. 


He said he was here at the time, and the - 


Soon, after, the ~ 


Tne slave had secreted himself, or was secreted, 
ina bara. A number of persons volunteered to. 


M series of resolutions.” If we procéed, I shal 
without resort to.any legal process, and sailed with |}. agreeably ‘disappointed if another week: 
Mr. Lumentn explained that he was net well in- 
formed asto the particulars. He had only read | 
them‘ inthe newspapers. It was the kidnappersor : 
“thieves who had been refused on the requisition of | 


Mr. Reoores said he had no doubt the error was || teen or fifteen 


unintentional. Bui however great the error w: 

it was.a very slight one compared. with’ the er 
which the honorable Senator and one or 
others. near. him had committed in speakis 

of the master of the vessel referred to, and allon i 
He said, they’ 
were. wholly undeserving of such epithets, ifthe’: 
facts of the case were as he believed. them to be; 
and as one of their representatives here, he felt 
himself called upon to repel, in their behalf, the im- 


_pttation implied by. such epithets. 


_ Mr. R. said, as ‘to the requisition and refusal, he 
had no- information; except by report. It “was 
doubtless correct that a requisition had been made 
to deliver up the master of the vessel-to ‘be tried by 


- the laws of Georgia,. and before a jury of Savar- 


nah; and that the requisition has not been complied 
with. OO AET S AEA 
‘Now lam up, (said Mr. R.) 1 will add, that 
there is nò non-slaveholding State in the Union 
more sound, on the subject of Abolition, than that 
he had the honor, in part, to represent. He be 
lieved’ he could say what no other Senator repre- 
senting a Northern State could say—that he had 
never been called upon to present a-single aboli- 
lion petition since he had had the honor of* holding 


-a seat on this floor. 


` Mr. Lumpxin said he had: not named. an indivi- 
dual, nor would he now do so; neither would he 
enter into the merits of the case; and he had net 
made a solitary remark implicating Maine or any 
other State. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN of Pennsylvania said he 
rose, with extreme reluctance, to make’ some re- 
marks upon the guestion: now before the Senate. 
I myself, said Mr. Bucnanan, had determined this 
morning to move a reference of these resolutions 
of the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. CaLnoun) 
to a select committee, but was dissuaded from my 
purpose after [reached the Senate. This motion 
has now been made by another gentleman, (Mr. 
Benton,) and I am called upon to vote either for 
or against it. As I am still clearly of opinion that 
an immediate reference of these resolutions ‘to a 
select committee would, under existing circum- 
stances, be the wisest course, whether we regard 
the interest of the North or the South, I am pre- 
pared to give this motion my hearty support. 

On this exciting question I desire to do nothing 
as a member of this body which can, in the slight- 
est degree, interfere with the constitutional rights 
of the slaveholding States. My fate as a publie 
man is as deeply staked upon the’ preservation. of 
these rights as that of any other individual in ‘the 
country. Ihave long since taken my stand, and 
from it I shall not be driven. I do not desire to 
maintain myself at home, unless I can-do it witha 
due regard to the rights and the safety of the people 
of the. South. I am prepared, therefore, to adopt 
any just measure, within the pale of the Constita- 
tion, to settle this dangerous question, and to’afford 
the gteatest security to the slaveholding. States. 
Notwithstanding these are my sentiments, 'I.cannot . 
believe that the Senator from South Carolina ‘ha’ 
chosen the course best calculated to attain these re- 
sults. - This is the great centre of agitation. From 
this Capitol, it spreads over the whole Union. 
I therefore -deprecate a. protracted. discussion 
of the question here. It can do no good, but 


may do much harm; both in. the North and if the 
‘South. . It was for this.reason that, after the right — 


of petition had.been recognised by a solemn-Vote of 
this body, I was content to act as we have done for 
the last two years, and leave the questions 16 be dis- 
cussed: by the people of ‘the: country themselves. - 
We have now abandoned. this ‘safe, this’ prudent 


course, and what has been the result? - For the last 


three days we have been engagedin a discussion emi- 
nently calculated to. irritate and inflame the public 
mind; and-as yet we have not adopted theithird 6 


should 


close this debate.. “And what-shall--we 
adoption of these resolutions? - Nothin 


nothing. Those who look tò they 
asthe standard by “whi 
are in favor nd ho 
main object, a 
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these resolutions, when, froh my knowledge of Se- 

tors, I am firmly convinced that there are but very 
w, if any, who are not prepared to vote for resolu- 
tions prepared in such a conciliatory spirit, as not to 
encounter the opinions or the prejudices of any, and 
hich ought to give, and I believe would give, entire 
‘satisfaction to the South. The moral effect of such 


Senate, would be great upon the country. It is, 
‘therefore, forthe purpose of arrésting this unpro- 
fitable debate, and of having such reSolutions re- 
ported by a select committee, that I shall vote in 
favor of the proposition. : 

What have we witnessed upon the present occa- 
sion? The Senators from Delaware, although re- 
presenting a slavehclding State upon ‘this floor, 
have voted against these resolutions, because, in 
their opinion, they can detect in them the poison of 
nullification. Now, I can. see no such thing in 
them, and am ready to avow that in the main they 
contain ‘nothing but correct political principles to 
which I am devoted. But what then? . These Se- 
nators are placed in a false position, and are com- 
pelled to vote against resolutions the object of 
‘which they heartily approve. Again: my friend, 
the Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. Wall,) votes 
against them, because they are political abstrac- 
tions, of: which he thinks the Senate ought not to 
take cognizance ; although he is as much opposed 
to abolition, and as willing to maintain the consti- 
tutional rights of the South as any Senator upon 
this floor. Other Senators believe the right of pe- 
tition has been endangered; and until that has 
been established, they will not vote for any resolu- 

_ tions upon the subject. Thus we stand; and thus 
those of us in the North, who must sustain the 
brunt of the battle, are forced into false positions. 
‘Abolition thus acquires force by bringing to its aid 
the right of petition and the hostility which exists 
dn the North against the doctrines of nullification. 
It is vain to say that these principles are not really 
-involvedin the question. ‘This may be, and in my 

-opinion is, true; but why, by our conduct here, 
‘shouid we afford the Abolitionists such plausible 
_pretexts? The fact is, and it cannot be disguised, 

“that those of us in the Northern ‘States who have 
determined to sustain the rights of the slaveholding 
States at every hazard, are placed. in a most em- 

_barrassing situation. We are almost literally be- 
tween two fires: whilst in front we are assailed by 
the abolitionists, our own friends. in the South are 
constantly driving us- into positions where their 
enemies and our enemies may gain important ad- 

` vantages.. Let us then sacrifice forms if we can 
obtain the substance. 

Now, sir, if a select committee should be raised, 
they might, I think, report three resolutions, which 
would receive the almost unanimous vote of the 
Senate. 

What is the evil of which the Southern States 
complain? Numerous abolition societies have been 

. formed throughout the Middle and Northern States; 
_and for what purpose? It cannot be for the pur- 
pose of effecting any change of opinion in the free 
States on. the subject of slavery. We have no 
-slaves there; we never shall have any slaves there. 
The object cannot be to operate upon the slave- 
holders; because the Abolitionists must know, every 
„person within the sound of my voice knows, that 
` their interference with this question has bound the 
slaveholding interest ‘together as one man against 
abolishing slavery in their respective States. Be- 
fore this unfortunate agitation commenced, a very: 


large and growing party existed in several of the 


slave States in‘favor of the gradual abolition of 
slavery; and now nota voice is heard there in sup- 
port of. such a measure. The Abolitionists have 
` postponed the erhancipation of the slaves in three 
or four States of this Union for at least half a cen- 
«tury. ‘They have, by their interference, produced 
“such a state of public opinion that no man within 
. these States would now be bold enough to raise such 


“a question before ‘any of their Legislatures. What, - 


then, is the purpose of these societies—I will not 
-gay the purpose, for I cannot, and do not, attribute 
-` to them such unholy intentions—but what is the di- 

rect tendency of their. measiires? ‘To irritate and ex- 


P Har MRE ET Lt 


~ APPENDIX TO THE CONG 


Mr. Calkoun*s Resolutions —Mr. Preston. 


‘a unanimous, or almost ananimoas, vote of the - 


= _asperate the feelings of the slaves; to holdout to them. 
vague notions and delusive hopes of liberty; to renn: 


der them discontented and unhappy, and,~finally, 
to foment servile insurrection, with all its attene 
dant horrors, and to cover the land-with blood. 
However devoted tothe Union the South may be, 
the cup of forbearance may yet be exhausted. If 
the.father ofa family be placed in such a deplora- 
ble condition that he cannot retire to rest at night 
without apprehension that before the morning his 
house may be developed in flames, and those who 
are nearest and dearest to him may be butchered, 
or worse than butchered, the great law of self-pre- 
servation will cotipel him to seek security by what- 
ever means it may be obiained. Now, sir, I have 
Jong watched the progress of this agitation with in- 
tense anxiety, and I can say in solemn truth that 
never before have I witnessed such a deep pervad- 
ing and determined feeling as exists at present upon 
this subject among the sober-and reflecting men of 
the South. They love the Union, but if its bles- 
sings cannot be enjoyed but in constant fear of 
their own destruction, necessity will-compel them 
to abandon it. Such is now the southern feeling. 


The Union is now in danger, and 1 wish to pro- f 


claim the fact. The brave man looks danger in 
the face, and vanquishes it; whilst the coward 
eloses his eyes at its approach, and is overwhelmed. 
The Union is dear to me as my hearts blood.” I 
would peril life, character, and every earthly 
hope, to maintain it; but the best mode of preserv- 
ing it is to warn its friends of -approaching danger. 
This I verily believe now exists, and that, too, 
solely from the efforts of these abolition societies. 
I can fancy no other cause which could by possi- 
bility endanger its existence. 

And, if the Union should be dissolved upon the 
question of slavery, what will he the consequences? 
An entire non-intercourse between its different 
parts, mutual jealousies, and implacable wars. 
The hopes of the friends of liberty, in every clime, 
would be fasted; and despotism might regain ‘her 
empire over the world. I might present in detail 
the evils which would flow from disunion, but I 
forbear. I shall not further lift the curtain. The 
scene would be too painful. The good sense and 
sound patriotism of the people of the North, when 
once aroused to the danger, will apply the appro- 
priate remedy. The peaceful influence of public 
opinion will save the Union. 

The select committee might report a resolution 
which would’ obtain the unanimous vote of the 
Senate, declaring that neither the Congress of the 
United States, nor any State, nor any combination 
of individuals in any State, has any right to inter- 
fere with the existence or regulation of slavery in 
any other State, where it is recognised by law. 
Even the Abolitionists themselves, so far as my 
knowledge extends, have never denied this princi- 
ple. It was solemnly announced by the first Con- 
gress; anditis most clearly the doctrine of the 
Constitution. That instrument expressly recog- 
nises the right to hold slaves -as property in 
States where slavery exists. Fhis, then, is not 
a question of general morality, affecting the 
consciences of men, but itis a question of con- 
stitutional law. When the States became parties to 
the Federal compact, they enicred into a solemn 
agreement that property in slaves should be as invi- 
olable as any other property. Whilst the Constitu- 
tion endures, no human power, except that of the 
State within which slavery exists, has any right to 


` interfere with the question. An attempt on the part 


of any other State, or of Congress, to violate this 
right, would be a palpable violation of the Consti- 
tution. Congress might as well undertake to inter- 
fere with slavery under. a foreign Government, as 
in any of the States where it now exists: i feel 
confident that there would not be a single Cissent- 
ing voice raised in the Senate against the adoption 
of such a resolution as I have suggested. 

A second resolution might assert the principle 


that Congress have no right under the Constitution- 


io prohibit the transfer of slaves by a citizen of one 
State to a citizen of another State, when slavery is 


‘recognised’ by the laws of both. ‘The power: “ to 


regulate commerce among the several States” can 
never be construed into a power to abolish. this 


commerce. Regulation is one thing, destruction _ 


another. As long as slaves continue to'be property: 


under the Constitution, Congress might ag well une 
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_ Again, a third resolution might be adopted 
gard to the abolition of slavery ‘in’ the ‘Distr 
Columbia, which would unite nearly-every suffi 
in the Senate. This District was’ cedéd® to’ 
United States by Virginia and Maryland. At 
date of the cession, they were boih-slaveholding 
States, and they continue tobe: so: at this day. © 
Does: any man suppose, for a single moment, that: 
they would have ever made this cession, if they. 
had supposed that Congress would abolish slavery 
in this District of ten miles square whilst it @xisted:- 
in their surrounding territories? So long as‘it cons 
tinnes in these two States, it would ‘be a-violation óf - 
the implied faith which we pledged to them by the 
acceptance of the cession, to convert this very ces- 
sion-into the means of injuring and destroying their 
peace and security. — a, ee 

‘If this District were free, it would bécome a city 
of refuge for the Abolitionists. It would be a se- 
cure asylum from whence they couldscatter arrows, 
firebrands, and death, throughout the slaveholding 
Sates. It would become. the very centre of ‘agita- 
tion. ee eo Mette ed e Md 

The people of this District have viewed with 
amazement and indignation the reiterated and: per- 
severing attempts which have been, made ‘bythe 
citizens of distant States to interfere ‘in their do- 
mestie concerns, and deprive them of their pro~- 
perty. They have protested against this foreign 
interference with their rights; but they -have pro- 
tested in vain. Petitions still continue to flow. in, 
although the petitioners ought to know that slavery. 
exists here in its mildest form, and that, if they: 
should be successful, there would not be.a single. 
slave left in the District upon. which the law could 
operate. Before any bill for this purpose could: 
pass Congress, all the. slaves here would be sold” 
and sent away into the slave States, far from. the 
place of their birth and their affections. Success 
in this attempt would thus place the slaves: them- 
selves in a worse condition than they are at prë- 
sent. 

A resolution might, therefore, be adopted, in 
accordance with the spirit and tone of President, 
Van Buren’s remarks upon this subject, in his ad- 
mirable inaugural address.. It might declare that 
whilst slavery exists in Maryland and Virginia, it 
ought not, in the opinion of the Senate, ‘to be abg- 
lished in the District of Columbia, Soosi 

This committee ought to be most: carefully Sè- 
lected by the Senate. It should be composed of 
men whose opinions would command the greatest 
weight throughout the country. Every thing like 
party politics should be banished from our delibe- 
rations on this subject. I should deem myself 
guilty of moral treason, if, on a question which 
may endanger the existence of the Union, F could: 
permit my conduct to be influenced. by the petty 
desire of obtaining a party triumph., Let-the reso- 
lutions be. framed in a most conciliatery spirit, and” 
let them be clothed in language which’shall shock 
the opinions of no Senator. Provided ‘the sub- 
stance be retained, I care. riot for the form. “Such 
resolutions, adopted by an-almost unanimous Yote, 
might exert the happiest infigence. ‘They would 
mark a clear and a broad line of sepstation be- 
tween the friends of the Unien-on: the. one. side, 
andthe Abolitionists on the other, - They would 
free the question fromthe party polities of the day, ° 
and would rally alt the friends of the Constitution, 
every where in their support. i Sa Pad 

The Middle and’ Northern. States are. the field 
upon which this ‘great battle. must be fought. I 
fear not, I doubt not, the result, if Senators from the 
South; where the people are already. united, would 
but consent tó adopt the counsels of those who must 


> bear the brunt of the contest. 


“Mr. PRESTON was much averse to: the pro- 
posed reference, because it would occasion muck 
joss of time in going over the same ground again 
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Such had been the result in the other House. -He 
wished the Senate itself to proceed with the resolu- 
tions. Gcd grant they might have the effect de- 
sired; but Mr. P. wished his constituents to know 
that he distrusted their efficacy. The protection of 
the South must depend on themselves. He hoped 
the resolutions would not be referred; it could do 
no good, and would protract the discussion, of 
which he was already heartily wearied. 

Mr. BENTON then withdrew the motion to 
commit the subject. to a select committee. 

Mr. WALL said that he had hoped the subject 


would have been referred to a committee, as it was ` 


clearly incompetent to the Senate to sit day after 
day, making abstract creeds, and establishing par- 
ticular interpretations of the Constitution; all 
which was foreign to the purposes of legislation. 
He would ask, on whom were these codes, creeds, 
and abstractions, to operate? They could have 
no force whatever as law; whom, then, would 
they bind? No one person whatsoever! Did, then, 
the Senate expect to settle a thousand disputed 
constilutional questions by propounding theories 
and abstract propositions? To legislate was the 
duty of Jegis'ators, not to broach or to promulgate 
abstract opinions’ and theories. If a law were 
introduced on ihe subject, he (Mr. W.) would be 
able to act; or, if the report of a committee had 
come up, it might be received or rejected. As it 
was, however, the course pursued appeared to him 
irregular, anomalous, and fraught with bad conse- 
quences, converting the Senate into a mere arena 
of theoretical disputations. 

Mr. MORRIS then obtained the floor, when, an 
adjournment being moved unsuccessfully, after 
two divisions, on a suggestion from Mr. Webster 
that, in courtesy to Mr. Morris, who was too indis- 
posed to proceed with his remarks at this late hour, 
he was entited to an adjournment, 

The Senate adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. WRIGHT, 
Or New York, 

In Senate, Tuesday, December 26, 1837—-On the bill 
restraining the issne of small notes in the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and finguired of the Vice 
President if the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Hlincis (Mr, Young) had been adopted? The 
answer was, that it had been adopted by the una- 
nimous consent of the Senate. He then said he 
had hoped not to be compelled again te trouble the 
Senate with any remarks upon. this bill; but the 
charges against the committee which had reported 
it to the Senate were such, and so various, that it 
seemed to be his duty again to notice them. On 
the last day of the session of the Senate, they hat 
proceeded from various quarters, and then partially 
from the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay.) He 
was himself a member of that committee, (the 
Committee on Finance,) and had been honored hy 
the Senate with a conspicuous place upon it. He 
had, upon that day, repelled some of tho e charges; 
but they now came, with additions and aggrava- 
tions, from the honorable Senator, (Mr. Clay,) and 
he must, therefore, again repel them. 

He would do this by recounting, as briefly as 
possible, the charges which had been made, and 
the facts and history of the bill, and iis progress. 
The Senate, upon an early day of the present ses- 
sion, he thought the 11th December,by an express re- 
solution, instructed the Commiuee on Finance to 
consider the subject of the currency in this Dis- 
trict, and to report such bills as in their judgment 
should be required fer the improvement thereof. 
‘Phe resolntion reached the committee on the day 
after us passage. There were then but three mem- 
bers of the committee in town, the member from 
Missouri (Mr. Benton) from New Hampsbire (Mr. 
Hubbard) and himself. The members from Mas- 
sachusetis, (Mr. Webster,) and from Louisiana 
(Mr. Nicholas) had not then reached the city. Jn the 
judgment of the members of the committee present, 
the suppression of the small, individual, and worth- 
less notes, which were circulating as money in the 
District, and especially in this city, was one indis- 
pensable pre-requisite to the improvement of the 
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currency. In this, they supposed they were sup- 
ported by the already expressed judgment of the 
Senate, as a billto accomplish this object had pass- 


ed, at the session of the Senate of September and - 


October last, without a dissenting vote. The three 
members of the Committee, therefore, acted upon the 
order of the Senate, and promptly reported that 
bill, in the words, letters, and figures, in which it 
had passed the Senate at its last session. 

They were nota little surprised, upon the very 
appearance of the bill in. the chamber, to find 
themselves sharply reproved by the honorable 
Senator, (Mr. Clay,) and the propriety strongly 
questioned of so few members of a committee of 
the body, in the absence of their colleagues, assum- 
ing to report bills of so high importance; bills 
touching the great and interesting subject of the 
currency of the country. An explanation was 
then made, and the Senator requested to raise the 
question he had suggested, that the sense of the 
Senate might be taken upon it. This was not 
done, and the matter rested until the bill came up 
for consideration in the Committee of the Whole of 
the body, on Friday last, 

Then, new charges were preferred against the 
committee. They had gone ont of their way to 
introduce this bill. They had encroschead npon 
the province of another important committee of the 
body, that on the District of Columbia. These 
charges were met; the order of the Senate instruct- 
ing the Committee on Finance to take up the 
subject was produced, and the fact that the bill 
was an exact copy of one which had passed the 
Senate at its last session, in October, was again 
stated. 

The Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) how- 
ever, then overstepped these trifling charges, and 
announced to the Senate, and the audience, that 
the bill was a “picayune” bill, a trifling affair, and 
that the committee ought to be ashamed to have 
introduced such a measure before the Senate, Mr, 
W. said he felt mortified and humiliated at a de- 
claration of this strong character coming from so 
distinguished a source; from a Senator whose legis- 
lative experience was superior to that of almost 
any individual in the country; whose standing has 
long been such as to give weight to his declara- 
tions here or elsewhere; and whose sense of justice 
ought to moderate those declarations upon all oc- 
casions, and most especially when made upon this 
floor. He could not fail to see the wide discre- 
pancy in the complaints against the committee, 
coming from the same source, upon the two occa- 
sions. In the first instance, it was an important 
bill, touching the great and delicale question of the 
currency of the country, and ought not to have 
been reported without a full committee; and in the 
second, it was a six-penny business, of which a 
committee of the Senate ought to be ashamed. 
Yet, so direct were the censures, and such the 
weight of their authority, that silence was imposed 
upon him and his colleagues, and he felt bound 
to wait until the sense of the Senate should 
be expressed upon the measure, before he en- 
tirely surrenderad himself to self{f-condemnation,. 
At the same time it was his duty to confess that, 
censured as the committee were, and from such 
authority, and trifling, and six-penny in charaater, as 
the measure was pronounced in so high a quarter, 
it was some consolation to his feelings to see the 
interest and the spirit it elicited from the opposition; 
to see that, humble and shamefal as was the bill, it 
opened the strongest batteries from the opposing 
benches, and drew forth their hottest and heaviest 
fire. 

The decisive vote, at length, came, and what 
were the feelings of relief on the part of those 
humble members of the Committee on Finance, 
who had thus ventured to give hack to the Senate 
a measure of its own, when they found not one 
solitary vole against it? Would it ke doubted that 
theif#apprehension of shame was at an end, and 
they were compelled to conclude that, a'l the high 
complaints notwithstanding, they had presented to 
the body a salutary and acceptable bill? 

Here he supposed all debate as to this much- 
abused measure would have terminated; but the 
experience of the morning had shown his mistake. 
The honorable Senator (Mr. Clay) had again come 
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to the assault, not upon the bill, but upon. the com- 
mittee, and had accused them of a culpable neglect 
of the more important -business before them, that 
they might hasten: on measures of oppression upon 
this poor and helpless District. He had demanded 
why the important, bills of the session were not 
brought forward, instead of this ‘trifling mea- 
sure? ae 

The honorable Senator +had, in this instatice‘also, 
ran himself into an inconsistency. of complaint 
which demanded correcticn. His first charge was, 
that the committee were arrogating powers unsafe 
to legislation, by reporting important bills while 
their number was not full. In: addition: to ‘the 
public explanation, made in answer to’ that charge, 
a private one was made to the Senator himself, and 
he was assured that the great public measures of 
the session would not-be pressed upon the attention 
of the committee, until its members should have 
arrived in town, and have an opportunity to attend 
its meetings. He called upon the Senator to do 
him the justice to recollect that this assurance was 
given to him in person, and in his seat. in the 
Senete. 

What, then, was the condition of the committee, 
in this respect, at this moment? The member 
from Louisiana had ‘arrived since the last regular 
meeting of the committee, but the member from 
Massachusetts, the great leader of that party, 
whose interests the honorable Senator (Mr. Clay) 
upon all occasions so ably and eloquently espoused, 
had not yet reached the city. Were the members 
of the committee, then, who were present, and es- 
pecially those who had been present from the hour 
of the appointment of the committee, to expect 
this censure for not having proceeded further in the 
absence of this distinguished colleague? Were 
they to have entertained this expectation, after the 
complaints which had been heaped upon them for 
having simply reported a “picayune” bill during 
the absence of that member of the committee? 
Was he to have expected complaints of this cha- 
racter from the very individual to whom he had 
given assurances that the important measures of 
the session should not be hastened in the committee 
until the arrival of its absent members? All these 
were questions which necessarily suggested them- 
selves in consequence of the course which the 
honorable Senator had felt it to be his duty to pur- 
sue upon the passage of the bill under dis- 
cussion. They were propounded to himself, to 
the Senate, and to the country; and he, as a 
member of that committee against which this 
singular course of complaint had been pur- 
sued, was willing to leave the answers to that sense 
of justice which governs the decisions of every up- 
right man. He would ask, however, and he would 
even make the appeal to the Senator himself, 
whether it was just, whether it was fair, to put the 
committee in the hopeless dilemma in which his 
complaints had placed them? If they did act, to 
complain of them for transacting important busi- 
ness in the absence of some of their number? If 
they did not act, to complain of them for neglect- 
ing the important business of the session? To cha- 
racterize the same bill, at one moment, as an im- 
portant measure touching the currency of the coun- 
try, and the next moment, as a six-penny affair, 
“a picayune bill,” of which the committee should 
be ashamed? In short, whether the committee ad- 
vanced, stood still, or receded, to make their course 
equally the subject of such high censures? 

{Mr. Cray, in reply, intimated that Mr. Wright 
had rested for days upon remarks from him which 
he had chosen to consider personal, although they 
were notso intended, and had now come forward to 
reply to them. He also urged objections to the 
bill, and to the course of the committee in report- 
ing it, because he said it was evident that, while 
the terms of the bill limited its action to the District 
of Columbia, it was intended that it should have a 
much broader influence, and should discourage the 
circulation of the description ef currency upon 
which it acted in the surrounding country.] 

Mr. WRIGHT rejoined. ` He said the Senator 
had entirely misconceived him, if he had supposed 
he viewed any of his remarks of Friday as perso- 
nal to himself, or intended, at this time, to reply-to 
them as such. He had made the reference to those 
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remarks now-simply as a part of the history of the 
measure before the Senate, and of its treatment’ by 
the honorable Senator. In that’sense, and in that 
sense alone, had he referred to those remarks: 

‘The Senator now. proceeds with anew objection 
ło the biil, and a new complaint against the com- 
mittee tt is that the bih is intended to exert an 
influence and power not apparent upon its face; that 
while . it - purports to. act upon the circulation of 


‘small notes in. this. District only, the intention is 


palpable that it should act upon, and discourage, 
the circulation of that same description of nctes in 
the adjacent States. To these complaints he had 
“merely to say that the provisions of the bill were 
plain and'simple; that-tbey were limited, in explicit 
terms, to this District, and that, if it became a law, 
its whole legal ard binding’ force would be in this 
District, and no where else. If, then, there existed 
any intention on the part of the committee, or any 
members of it, thatit should have the broad opera- 
tion ascribed by the Senator, that intention can only 
be made effective through the example of the legis- 
lation and the moral influence of the measure. So 
far as influences of. this sort were to be exerted by 
the passage of the bill, however objectionable they 
might be to the } honotable Senator, they were in no 
sense objectionable to himsélf? He would rejoice, 
if the example of the legislation should be foliowed 


by every State Legislature in the whole Union. He’ 


should increase vastly his estimate of the impor- 
tance of. the measure, and of its public-utility, if he 
could persuade himself that its moral influence 
would banish’, from circulation, throughout the 
United States, every note such as it proposed to 
suppress in the District of Columbia. 


puana noe 


AMENDMENT oF THE CONSTITUTION. 


DEFERRED DEBATE. 
In the House of Representatives, Tuesday, January 2, 
-C 1838—On the introduction of the following pro- 

--position'submitted by Mr. Wist of Virginia: be 

-t Resolved, ‘That a ‘committee to consist ‘of —— 
members be ‘appointed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the Constitution of the United 
States as to prohibit the: appointment of members 
of Congress to Executive offices. during the time 
for which they are elected Senators or Representa- 
tives, and the time of two years thereafter.” 

Mr. WISE said it was not his intention to dis- 
cuss: the resolution at this time, and he hoped its 
introduction would lead to. no debate. He had 
paid somé’ attention to the abuses of this Govern- 
ment--abuses which, if not corrected, would at 
séme time ‘subvert. the public liberty.. And his 
solemn conviction was, that the true root of all the 
corruption which existed in the administration of 
our Government was to be found in the power 
possessed by the President of the United States to 
make the legislative branch his ‘subservient slave, 
by an: adroit exercise of the gift of office. 

Mr. W. said he had offered the present amend- 
ment at a former session of Congress, and he would 
here say that it had ‘been the ‘business, the great 
effort of his public life, to. get this amendment of 
the Constitution carried into effect. He had not 
yet succeeded; but he should still continue at 
least to try. 

‘Mr. HAYNES of Georgia said he was sorry thar 
the gentleman from Virginia had not submitted his 
resolution in silence’; because Mr. H. was unable 
to support it on the grounds and. for the reasons 
stated by that gentleman, and yet it was his deier- 
mination to vote for it, because he had always been 
in favor of such an alteration of the Constitution. 
He should support it, not because he believed cor- 
ruption did actually exist, but because the purity 
of that Honse ought always to be kept free from 
all imputation or suspicion of that kind. 

JLTAMS of North Carolina said he was 
much obliged to the honorable gentlemen from Vir- 
ginia for “ha ing introduced `a resolution of this 
kind. He ‘cofisidered it one of very great im- 
portance. A similar proposition had been intro- 
diced by the sam gentleman once before. Mr. 
W had given “it his. hearty. support then, and he 
shoul d still do the same. “But he thought the reso- 
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` Amendment to the Constitution- Mr, Wise, Haynes, Fell. 


“lation had better be-extended-as to embrace another 
point, viz: a limitation of the Présidential term of. 


service to four years, aud make the same individual 
ineligible thereafter. He hoped the gentleman 
would consent to ms odily his resolution to .this 
effect, 

Mr. WISE said he must apologise to the zentlė- 
man from North Carolina for not accepting the 
proposed modification. .He was unable to do so; 
because he desired that this one measure should be 


kept entirely separate and distinct from. all others. ; 


Lt was, in his view, of paramount importance to all 
other amendments of the Constitution.. As to the 
proposal of the honorable gentleman, if it was pos- 
sible to make Congress independent of the Execu- 
tive, he doubted whether a period of eight. years 
was too long for the term of the President’s ser- 
vice. Mr. W. would tempt the incumbent to use 
his great power for the good of his country, by set- 
ting - before him the hope of a second term of office. 
That, at all events, was debateable ground; there. 
was room for a difference of opinion in regard to 
it; but that the President ought not to have it in 
his power to influence the votes of members of 
Congress by the power. of appointing them to office, 
wasa matter in which no reflecting man could 
honestly entertain a doubt... Mr. W. regretted that 
the honorable gentleman from Georgia, ¢ now gene- 
rally understood to be the Premier of this House 3 
could not agree with him-in the grounds on which 
the resolution should be adopted. 

Mr. HAYNES here briefly explained, and stated 
again the grounds on which he should vote for the 
resolution, 

Mr. WISE resumed. 
he was merely “treading in the footsteps of his 
illustrious predecessor,” to. wit, General Jackson, 
for the docirine of this amendment was the very 
doctrine held and avowed by that great Moloch of 
modern Democracy. . 

Mr. HAYNES said he only objected to the ap- 
plication which Mr. W. seemed disposed to make 
of the doctrine. . 

Mr. WISE said he had made none. But.of this 
he was fully. persuaded, that without such an 
amendment to our Constitution, an elective mo- 
narchy was fast growing up in the midst of us. 
He saw, indeed, a day of reformation dawning— 
the good work had commenced. But he was for 
beginning at once with a reform of that Honse. 
Whoever might be his favorite candidate for the 
Presidency, his. first or his second favorite, never 
should he wish to see him enter upon office pos- 
sessed of the tremendous power of appointing to 
offices of honor and profit the members of the le- 
gislative branches of the Government. Ag longas 
the power remained, it always would be exercised; 
in the language of General Jackson, so long as the 
Executive held this dangerous power, “corruption 
would be the order of the day;” and no man conld 
more fully have demonstrated the truth of the pro- 
position than the man himself who had advanced 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD was glad to hear gentle- 
mien express themselves in such decided language: 
but the honorable gentleman from Virginia was 
certainly mistaken when he said that in the propri- 
ety of the principle of the resolution he had offered 
all men concnrred. Atl men did not assent to its 
propriety. The last Congress, on the contrary, 
had expressly denied and rejected it: 
Mr. WISE explained, He meant that all men 
must and did, in their conscience, assent 
though many, he knew, Yejecterl it in th 
tice. 
Mr. Unperwoop said that two years 
the honor of introducing the same propi 
resolution was ieferred to a -coinraittee, and that 
committee had reported against it. Mr. U. had 
never béen able to get a heari ng in support of it, 
though he had been struggling for it for two 
years. Hewould inform the honorable gentleman 
from North’Carolin (Mr. Williams) that, in a re- 
solution offered by Mr. U. this morning, he would 
find his idea about restricting the term of Execu- 
tive service embodied, and he trusted the proposi- 
tion would receive that gentleman’s able support, 


tion thatthe honorable gentleman trom Georgia 


In offering this resolution | 


; of bargain, 


to the appointment 


Mr. U. said he had risen to express his gratifica- ||} office, because of the dangerous tendency that re- 


(Mt: Premier Hayres),agreed so far wi 
hold that the proposition introduced by ‘the ge 
man from Virgifiia ought to pass. He was 
lightéd to witness the manifestation of. Teelin; in 
its favor which had been elicited by mi> ; 


preferred it; that. the proposition. s 
Separate from the other, introduced by 
though he did not“ perceive any strong yeap hy 
they ‘should not be: taken oge the 

Mr. JENIFER; of “Marylatid, , though very im- 
perfectly heard; “was understood’ to ‘say. that he 
hoped no obstacle: would “be thrown in the way of 
the passage of this resolution, The “proposition ‘it 
contained was a very ‘important one, and ought 
to stand on its own merits: hé hoped, therefore, the 
gentieman from North Carolina would not insiston 
his amendment, (if he had moved it as suchi) the 
two questions ought to be kept ‘entirely distinct; this 
plan of prohibiting the appointment of members of 
Congress had been before the nation now for eight 
years. Although the celebrated letter of General 
Jackson charged corruption as being the natural 
and. necessary result of such a power, Mr. J, had 
not then believed it; but: experience had taught 
him the truth of that opinion,‘ “He hoped the ques- 
tion would be put upon this  propesition separately 
froni all others. 

` Mr. YELL addressed the’ Chair, and said that 
he was rejoiced tò find the gentleman ‘from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Wise) returning again to his’ first’ love, 
and to the doctrines he advocated whilst an ardent 
supporter of General Jackson's administratidn. 
He was gratified to find him advocating the princi- 
ples of that illustrious’ statesman, General Andrew 
Jackson. The principles embraced in the honora~ 


. ble gentleman’s resolution have been urged before 


this nation for- the last eight years and upwards, 
and have received the support and co-operation of 
the great body of the Republican party. Sir, (con~ 
tinued Mr. Y.) I am gratified that the gentleman 
from Virginiahas again revived those principles 
in this House, and brought them once more before 
the nation; and I cannot but hope that the party 
with which that gentleman is now acting, will be 
found giving them a generous and a hearty sup- 
port. As to the letter alluded to by the gen 
from Virginia, written by General Jackson, ` 
which that eminent man remarked, ‘that sotong 
as the Executive held this power, corruption’. would 
be the order of the day,” he believed the letter’ and 
the remark would be found as true as. Holy Writ 
whenever that power was exercised ‘by those who 
were corrupt enough to abuse it. 

Mr. Y. concluded by alluding to the. charges 
intrigue, and corruption, so often 
preferred against ‘the Administration of the pre- 
decessor of General Jackson, (Mr. Adams,) and 
said that they were then the order of the day; 
and, in support of the. position he assumed, re- 
ferred to the appointment of his Premier, (Mr. 
Clay,) and the station that ‘that gentleman had 
held immediately prior to his being translated to 
the office-of Sécretary df State. ‘He also alluded 
directly to the important appointments. from mem- 
bers of Congress that were made under the admi- 
nistration of Mr. Adams, and pledged himself to 
produce more evidences of corruption during the 
four years of Mr. Adams’s administration than 
could be alleged to have existed under the eight 
years of the administration of General Jackson. 
These facis were susceptible of the clearest proof; 
and as the resolution which had been offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia wou'd enable. the 
House to go into an investigation, he rejoiced at its 
introduction, and was glad that the gentleman had 
ts come to the rescue.” Why (inquired Mr. Y.) has 
not the gentleman and his friends made this propo- 
sition before? It has been urged by General Jack- 
son for the last eight years; and how. has it been 
treated by the party to which the gentleman from 
Virginia is attached? It is an investigation which 
they did not desire, and the object of introducing it 
now was to” produce political agitation and effect. 

Mr. Y. continued, that he waz in principle opposed 
oi members of Congress ic 


-sulted from it, and because it led to a agram 
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ubuse of power; but the practice had prevailed, 
and had been kept up, under the sanction of. the 


Constitution. -He concluded by expressing a hope 


` that the resolution would be duly considered and - 


“adopted; and when the inquiry it embraced was 
made, all would be enabled to ascertain to which 
party the charge of corruption would apply. All 
„that he desired was full and impartial investigation. 


Mr. WISE asked why the gentleman had ex- 


piéssed so much gratification that he had “come 
bac” to the ground taken in this resolution? 
Whelt fiad he éver departed from the support of a 
principle which wag But the dictate of common ho- 
nesty? It had been the principle embodied in this 
resolution which had recommended General Jack- 
son to his favor; and had induced him to join his 
efforts with those of others, to bring him into pow- 
er, that he might reform this very matter ot bar- 
gain and sale. Who (cried Mr. W.) departed 
from the principle? Did I? Was it I that swerved 
from. ii? No, never; let me tell the gentleman it 
was General Jackson. himself; it was he who de- 
parted from every principle that had brought him 
into power, and had won for him the support of so 
large a mags of the ability and integrity of this 
country, Por never had there been a party in this 
Government which embodied more able and influ- 
ential nren.. An-amendment had then been pro- 
posed by hiny to prevent this powcr of appointing 
members of Congress to office, on the express 
ground that if it continued “corruption must be- 
come the order of the day.” What had been Mr. 
‘W's surprise on beholding hundreds of thousand of 
iloHars lavished on members of Congress as the 
emoluments of office? On seeing them rewarded 
with foreign missions for party services? Mr. W. 
here referred esnecially to the appointment of a 
minister to England, on which occasion hundreds 
of votes had been given with a view to that ap- 
pointment. (On this subject Mr. W. spoke with 
so much earnestness that much of what he said 
was not intelligible to the reporter.) Did the mem- 
ber from Arkansas expect that Mr. W. wonld sup- 
port a man. for his principles, and then stick to the 
mun when he openly violated all his principles? 
‘Was that modern democracy! If to advocate the 
pure and strict principles of Democratic Govern- 
ment as Jaid down in the Constitution was to bea 
Democrat, then he was one. But he must express 
his regret that all the members of the last Congress 
had not been like this gentleman from Arkansas, 
who was so rady for a free and open and honest 
investigation. That, (exclaimed Mr. W.) that’s 
Ure game! On that offer I give the gentleman my 
hand. Entwhen I sought for just such ao investi- 
gation, how was Emet? Not by “the Greatest and 
Best.” Was not every mouth hermetically sealed 
against me? Was there a man who dire testify? 

Ido not stand here, said Mr, W. for the succes- 
sor to that Greatest and Best. His friends have 
given him up. The papers, indeed, may still af- 
fect to support him—they may “keep a stiff upper 
lip,’ as the phrase is; but the game is up. 
They know the game is up. And now, 
perhaps, we may hear something in favor of 
a free inquiry. I did not believe that bargain and 
sale were to be the order of the day, though I op- 
posed the Administration of the honorable gentle- 
iman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams.) But the 
corruptions under Gen. Jackson’s Administration 
were, in comparison, as mountains to mole-hills. 
Justice and truth require this acknowledgment at 
ray hands. I have no objection that the gentleman 
from Arkansas should vindicate Gen. Jackson 
from charges which have now grown stale. But 
if an investigation is institnted, I hope none will 
follow the. example of the Heads of Departments 
at the last Congress. An investigating committee 
was raised to search out the corruptions of the Ad- 
ministration before that of Gen. Jackson: they had 
free acvess to all the Departments, and en able 
report was drawn up by Mr. Hamilton, of Sonth 
Carolina; and what was the result? What did the 
committee find after all their labor?’ Why, that 
Mr. Pleasants had received pay fora constructive 
journey. Inquiry on that occasion, instead of- be- 
ing stavéd off, was invited. Had the same course 
heen pursued then as has been under Gen. Jack- 


ign, il is-very. doubtful whether. that. Ad- jf 
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ministration could have been broken down. As to || Mr. WISE. Has the genilema a 
the gentleman who was the. Secretary of State, and || port? a ae ae : 
whose name wassoconnected with theery of bargain “Mr. YELL inquired if Mr. W ise referrer 


and sale, I pledge myself to investigate his course 
in that matter. ` Will you do the same. “Will you 
throw open the Indian bureau? the several Depart- 
meats? the Post Office? - And will you interpose no 
Executive: technicalities, as an obstacle, atevery 
step? Will you’agree to inquire how many ap- 
pointments were made- by xecutive authority, 
without the concurrence of the Senate? “How 
much of that secret service money, about which 
such a cry was made against a former Administra- 
tion, was expended on your political agents? 
What interference there has been with the freedom 
of elections? How many. postmasters’ contracts 
have been given to fostered land companies. If 
the gentleman is sincerely for an honest inquiry, I 
go with him. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe that the honora 
ble gentleman from Virginia has pretty well atoned 
for what I deem to have been his political sin in 
ever supporting Gen. Jackson and his administra- 
tion. But Į havea little to say to him as well as 


_to the gentleman from Arkansas, on that matter. 


For myself, I have stood aloof: I have, at least, 
not that sin to answer for. I believe that in what 
General Jackson said on the effects of this appoint- 
ing power over members of Congress, there was 
much shrewd penetration into the springs which 
operate on frail human nature; and I am anxious 
to build up a wall, such as these corrupt tendencies 
of onr nature shall not be able to surmount, and [ 
am glad to see the former supporters of General 
Jackson coming over to the same ground. But I 
must tell the gentleman from Arkansas that he is 
mistaken: his friends were not in favor of abolish- 
ing this power. They reported against the propo- 
sition. I have aright to say this, forl was myself 
on the committee which made the report, though in 
the minority, and opposed to the report. But I 
will not go into the subject now, 1 am older than 
either of those gentlemen, and I feel myself on that 
ground entitled to give them a little advice. They 
are opening a course of discussion which I depre- 
cate. ‘They both have been talking of the appoint- 
ments made under General Jackson’s administra- 
tion, and that which preceded it. Now I beg them 
to leave all that matter out of this discussion en- 
tirely. 

Mr. WISE here rose to explain. The gentleman 
from Arkansas thought that the Administration 
which preceded the last were all rogues. Me. W. 
thought the last were: and when rogues fell out, ho- 
nest men were apt to come by their own. 

Mr. YELL, in reply to Mr. Wisu, disclaimed 
having made any such charge. He had not said 
that they were morally dishonest, and he did not 
believe any thing of the kind. Tis charge against 
them was an offset for their political sins. He 
would say, however, that some of the parties were 
Yankees, and had some smail reputation for making 
good bargains. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD resumed. He hoped no 
allusion whatever would be made to the past, but 
that the House would take up the question on its 
own merits, and on the known principles of human 
nature. He believert the House would all concur 
in the propriety of this restriction on the Executive 
power. To indulge in these retrospects would only 
prevent the unanimity which might otherwise be 
attained. 

Mr. YELL replied that he should not on this oc- 
casion be driven into an investigation of charges 
against either Administration. He spoke for him- 
self only, and not for any party. He would say 
to the gentleman, that he had ever been ready to 
search out, and investigate frauds and corruption 
at all times, and in all places; and he wonld tender 
the gentleman his aid, by beginning at the State 
Department, and proceeding regularly down to the 
Post Office, if he desired inquiry. The gentleman 

(added Mr. Y.) admits that General Hamilton’s 
committe had ferreted out one case of corruption— 
I. allude to the case of Mr. Pleasants; and that one 
alone, nay one more than that could be found justly 
charged against General Jackson’s Administration. 
In alluding to. this fact, I do but .repeat, from the 
report of the Committee on Investigation. 


> 


of the House some trouble;h* wou 


his proposition to go into an 
corruption.under the Admins:ratto 


Jackson’s predecessor; ‘but ‘sobcited; and invited, 


the strictest serutiny<inté thé acts of Géneral Jack- 
son. ` NETE aD i S na ath enii ae 
Mr. WISE. Ohno}. ifone is to be investigated, 
let both be: both or neither. i ‘ ae 
The House then, on motion; adjourned. 


Seances 


REMARKS OF MR. BROWN, 

Or Norru CAROLINA, 

In Senate, Thursday, December 21, 1837.—On the 
bill to suppress the issue of. small notes in ‘the 
District.of Columbia. - : 


Mr. BROWN gaid he could not see, in the pros 
visions of the bill which ‘had: been reported by the 
Committee on Finance, theslightest justification 
for the strong and unqualified denunciations which 
ithad called forth from gentlemen who had spoken 
in opposition to it. On the contrary, he returned 
the members of that committée his thanks for the 
prompt and efficient remedy which they had ` pro- 
posed, to effect the suppression of an evil that -he 
considered a nuisance in the money circulation ‘of 
the District of Columbia.’ Pe ; 

It was not his intention to enter into a defence of 
that committee against the imputations which had 
been cast on their motives, for having taken that 
course which they believed called for by ‘public 
duty. They were abundantly able to answer for 
themselves, and to justify their own course. When, 
however, it had been intimated by the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Preston) that the issuing of 
small notes by individuals and corporations in this 
District was viewed as a political offence against 
the party now in power, and that’ the object of the 
committee was to punish that offence by the pro- 
posed measure, he must be allowed to say that there 
was nothing, in his opinion, which in. the slightest 
degree warranted such aconclusion. oo < 

If it was meant by. this. expression that the put- 
ting them in circulation was an offence against the 
principles of sound political economy, then'he would 
entirely coincide with the Senator, and believed the 
offence, in that point of view, deserved the correction 
so appropriately recommended by the committee. 
It had been charged against the party in power that 
the issuing of small notes was a necessary conse- 
quence of their policy for some years past in rela- 
tion to the currency. Mr. B. denied that any such 
consequence was properly deducible from the acts 
and course of the läte Administration. Who had 
been chiefly instrumental in banishing specie 
change from this District, and from many of the 
States, by issuing this spurious small note circula- 
tion? If he had not been much misinformed, it had 
been done almost exclusively by corporations con- 
trolled by, and private individuals belonging to, 
what is denominated the Whig party. This had 
been done in many Siates, in open contempt and 
flagrant violation of their laws which denounced it 
as an offence, and, to his astonishment, had been 
justified and applauded! Yes, said Mr. B. ‘that 
law-loving party, who are ever sounding the alarm 
of violated Constitution and violated laws against 
the present Administration, have openly approved, 
nay more, applauded, this uttér contempt and 
prostration of law! ; - 

In some of the States in which statutes existe 
as explicit and as comprehensive against offences 
of that kind as the human mind could frame, legal 
opinions, he learnt, had been. given in justification 
of the issuing of small notes, which, in his humble 
judgment, partook more of the. character of pro- 
fessional astuteness than sound rational construc- 
uon. In this was afforded another exemplification 
of the power of ‘the paper system to pervert and 
bend opinion to an “acquiescence in “its most dan- 
gerous assumptions of authority. It-overrides: the 
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. Tav, tramples on its authority, and always has, and 
‘always will find, apologists añd advocates for its 


‘most extravagant abuses. 
"Mr. B. said that the Administration had been 
‘censured for the present condition of the currency 
freely in the debate on the measure then before 
them.’ It was not just nor fair thus to charge it. 
If thete had been a harmonious co-operation 
among all parties in. this country in carrying into 
effect the important and salutary measures recom- 
‘inended by the late Administration on this subject; 
"if, added to this, the great moneyed power. of this 
- country had supported: instead of opposed this 
_policy, he believed that the difficulties in its mo- 
neyed affairs which had happened would not have 
occurred. But instead of harmonious -action 
among all parties for au object ‘of. so much pub- 
lic. interest, the country had witnessed an: opposi- 
tion to the measures of the Administration in rela- 
ton to the currency, and that opposition powerfully 
aided and.sustained, too, by much the greater por- 
tion of the moneyed power, almost unequalled in 
the history of political warfare for its violence and 
the extraordinary means taken to break down the 
Administration. Was it at all strange, then, under 
such adverse influences, that consequences: such as 
had. followed should have happened? . f 


Mr. B. saw, in the almost simultaneous issue of 


small notes, with the suspension of. specie pay- 
ments. by the banks, but a continuation of that se- 
ries of measures by which it was calculated to ef- 
fect. a conquest over public opinion, in favor of a 
national bank. Whatever may have been the 
pretended necessity for‘it, those who were instru- 
mental in issuing small notes, knew that it would 
instantly drive from circulation the almost entire 
specie change. A parallel case with that in which 
the late: Bank. of the United States originated, 
would then be furnished by a universally depre- 
ciated paper currency, from the highest to the 
smallest denomination, for the advocates of such an 
institution to appeal tothe public. for a favorable 
decision. . In.the language.of à. newspaper, known 
as one of the organs of the National Bank party, 
the judgments and. understandings of ‘the people 
were no longer to be addressed, to- bring them to 
their senses, but their sufferings were to be relied 
on to produce that result. In other words, the 
country was to be scourged into submission, to 
compel its obedience to the mandates of the mo- 
neyed power. 

Mr. B. said, that while many other States. were 
at this time suffering great evils, from having per- 
mitted the issue of small bills, the present condition 
of the-State of North Carolina, in reference to this 
subject, was a practical proof of the wisdom of her 
legislation in having suppressed them. Some years 
since.great evils had been experienced among her 
citizens, from the issue of small notes by indivi- 
duals and corporations; in consequence of which, 
her Legislature had passed: a Jaw prohibiting it, and 
imposing severe penalties on those who violated it. 
The effect of this has.been-to introduce among her 
citizens a large portion ‘of specie change, which 
was, he believed, still retained. in circulation, not- 
withstanding the suspension óf specie payments by 
the banks. It was true, that some inconvenience 
had been experienced for the want of change after 
that event occurred, but he was gratified that the 
mioral sense -of the people of the State was strongly 
opposed to the legal issue of small notes, and was 
in favor of sustaining the law prohibiting a prac- 
tice so injurious as. well to. public interests as to 
public morals. . , 

-The ‘bill. to suppress the circulation of. small 
notes in- this District had been denounced as one of 
pains and penalties against its citizens, and as par- 
ticularly oppressive to the poorer class of them. 
Mr. B: called on gentlemen to reconcile the incon- 
sistent charges‘they made against those friendly to 
the Administration. At one moment they were re- 
presented by themas Loco Focos and Agrarians, 
and now. as attempting to pass a law to benefit the 
rich at the expense of the poor. So far from injar- 
ing the poor, he~ believed it would prove protective 
of their interests. “It would relieve them from those 
innumefable frauds which were daily practised on 


‘fie more ignorant portion of the community, by — 


imposing on them notes issued by insolvent persons, 
and every kind of spurious paper. 

He conld not but regret the great antipathy which 
some gentlemen seemed to entertain towards every 
kiad of specie currency: It had’ often been rée- 
marked that some peculiar constitutions had anti- 


pathies to ertain objects; and he must be permitted - 


to say, that from the'sensibility exhibited in a cer- 
tain quarter when gold or-silver is alluded to, that 
they must be the objects of a kind of constitutional 
antipathy with some gentlemen. 


Mr. B. said that he considered it not only the- 


duty of Congress, in reference to the best interests 
of the citizens of this District, to legislate on -this 
subject, but it was a high duty which it owed to the 
country at large, to exert all ıts authority to aid in 
redeeming it from a species of paper circulation 
which was an acknowledged public nuisance. I 
would be anexample worthy the imitation of those 
States now suffering under a similar evil, and an 
example which, he trusted, would be universally 
followed throughout our country. 


REMARKS OF MR, CILLEY, 
‘Or MAINE, 2 


In the House of Representatives, Jan. 5, '1838-—-On 
the resolutions calling for information relative ` 
to our relations with Mexico, and Great Britain. © 


Mr. CILLEY said he should not have troubled 
the House with any remarks on this occasion, but 
for one sentiment which had been advanced by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
(Mr. Howard.) That gentleman had remarked, 
that whatever faith might be due to out-door ru- 
mors, what passed in this House went for something. 
And after saying much relative to the duty incum- 
bent on-our Government tg maintain its neutrality, 
in which I entirely coricufred, he gave it, as his 
opinion, that we ought to be peculiarly mild in 
pressing the settlement of our Northeastern bounda- 


ty, while the present difficulties existed between 


the British Government and the people of Canada. 
Sir, in this sentiment of the honorable chairman I 
cannot acquiesce, nor will the feeling on the sub- 
ject in my State pernsit the settlement of that ques- 
tion to be delayed on any such grounds. What, 
sir, is the claim of the Government of Great Bri- 
tain? It isto one-third of the State of Maine. I 
will not now go into a history of it; suffice it to 
say, that during the late war, British troops were 
marched in the dead of winter from the lower pro- 
vince, on the seaboard, across the upper part of 
Maine to Quebec, and thus were enabled to open 
the campaign in the Canadas, and on our rear, 
jong before the St. Lawrence broke up, and much 


‘to the surprise and detriment of our northern army. 


The discovery of this route across Maine, which, 
if they could not use, would, for a great part of the 
year, while the river St. Lawrence was locked up 
with ice, disconnect the upper and lower pro- 
vinces, induced the British Government, while ne- 
gotiating the treaty of peace at Ghent, to ask a 
cession of so much of the territory of Maine, then 
Massachusetts, as thus intervened between New 
Brunswick and Lower Canada. They did not 
ask the cession with a view to acquire 
territory as such, but merely for the pur- 
pose of connecting the two provinces, and 
left the proposition open to our commissioners 
toask an equivalent. For the correctness of what 
I now say, I appeal to the honorable gentleman 
now in my eye, (Mr. Adams, of Massachuseits,) 
who was then one of the commissioners. The 
British were answered promptly by our commis- 
sioners, that they had no power to treat for the ces- 
sion.of a portion of the territory of one of the 
States of this Union. No arrangement of this 
kind was effected, and the boundary line, according 
to the treaty of °83, remained unaltered. But find- 
ing they could not obtain by, cession, they had 
boldly and shamelessly set up a claim to itin the 
very face of that treaty. They claimed it because 
it was so convenient for them to have it; because 
they wanted it; and from no just cause or pretext 
whatever: for, sir, I will maintain, and challenge 
contradiction, that the treaty of 1783 was as plain 
and clear as language could speak, and the true 


boundary as obvious, nay, conspicuous, as the 
everlasting hills and highlands which are described 
as forming it,and which divided the streams which 
ran into the river St. Lawrence. from those. which 
descended towards the ocean... Whats it, sit, that, 
for hundreds of miles, walls up, on the south, the great 
basin through which the'river St: Lawrence Hows? 
Highlands, sir; and from thesé, streams sflow north- 
erly into that mighty river, and southerly and east- 
erly into the Atlantic ocean.. ‘Now these highlands, - 
so conspicuous on the.face of the earth, are our an- 
cient -and well-defined. landmarks.” Yet,’ sir, in 
mockery of these, in spite.of.a solemn: treaty, the 
British seize possession of our soil; drive, by armed 
force and the terror of prisons, ‘our -citizens from 
it, though claiming title by deeds directly ‘to them 
from two States of this-Union, Maine and Massa- 
chusetts; thus keeping: back our settlements, im- 
peding the growth and prosperity of our State, and 
destroying ourinvaluable and never to be replaced 
forests of timber, simply and solely because. they 
want the territory to connect their provinces. 
Under this state of things, was it incumbent on 
this House or this nation to be 90 peculiarly. mild 
in pressing the immediate settlement of. this line? 
admit that ours is-a Government of peace; but 
have. we not manifested a most pacific spirit? The 
people of Maine have been long forbearing ‘in this 


‘malter; they haye. an immense interest at stake in 
“preserving peace ;, one.of. their .greatést means; of 


prosperity, and even of livelihood, was- derived 
from the peaceful prosecution of their. commerce 
and their fisheries. Their interests, as well as their 
feelings, will not permit them thoughtless!y’ or 
wrongfully to provoke war; but they cannot submit 
to indignity and gross usurpation; they will not sit 
quiet and see their State dismembered. They. had 
already seen the whole question of the extent of 
their territory submitted, against their most solemn 
protestations, to a foreign arbitration; and yet, 
though the arbitrator was held at the time by the 
Government of Great Briain as in the palm of its 
hand, shame prevented him from so manifesta vio- 
lation of common honesty, as to decide against us. 
So he gave no award on this question, but con- 
tented himself with suggesting what he would con- 
sider a convenient boundary for the British... Both 
Governments have concurred that it was no, deci- 
sion, and have not adopted the new line that was 
recoramended. ea 
The Senate advised the opening a new negotia- 
tion. Our Government have tied it: how have 
they been met? By no corresponding spirit of con- 
cillation on their side. Indeed, the British do the 
same as refuse to treat. But forbearing as my con- 
Stituents are, any man would greatly mistake their 
character who should suppose they would ever con- 
sent to give up one-third of the territory of their 
State to the grasping usurpations ofa foreigu Govern- 
ment. They would never yield so much as an inch 
of iton such grounds. Sir, itis my opinion thatit is 


‘time for this Government to be peculiarly alive on 


this subject; and in expressing this, lam sure I 
speak the sense of the “people of Maine: there is`no 
division on this question. The true course was to 
see and be sure we were in the right; then.to be 
firm and resolute. Did any man believe that a 
British Parliament could be induced to go to war 
to establish a claim like that which had been set 
up to a part of our clearly defined territory? Where 
was its justice? There was none in the case. They 
know it, and feel it. Hence they will not. treat, 
bat hold on, on the principle that might makes 
right. Let our Government be firm, and the ques- 
tion would be settled, Maine cannot, and ought 
not, suffer it any longer to be postponed, on any 
pretext whatever. In saying this, I well know and 
speak the feelings of the people of Maine. I can- 
not, therefore, respond to the sentiments .expressed 
by the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, that this was a juncture which 
called upon us for language of peculiar mildness 
and forbearance. On the contrary, when we were 
called to give more power to the President, to re- 
strain our private citizens from. encroachments on 
the rights of another Government, it was a time 
for us to be peculiarly firm and resolute in insisting 
that our territory should be kept inviolate from the 
most unjust encroachments of that very Guvern. 
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went. Ifthe territory now forcibly and exclusively 


occupied by British power on our northeastern: 


frontier was a constituent part of oné of the States 
of this Union, let an end be put to that assump- 
tion, and let the laws of Maine and this Union be 
made to extend over the entire territory, and to. its 
utmost limits. i $ 


One gentleman on this’ floor; I regret to hear, 


apologized for the British in their recent violation 
of our sovereignty, in cutting out in. the night time, 
‘with an armed force, from the American shore, the 
“steamer Caroline, throwing her over the falls, 
and slaughtering our defenceless citizens. He 
seems to think the British commander may not be 
to blame. ` 

Mr. HAMER. Does the gentleman refer to me? 

:Mr, CILLEY. I do. ; 

Mr: HAMER disclaimed having made the state- 
ment on his own authority, or as having expressed 
his own belief. He had merely refered to what 
had been read by the gentleman from Buffalo, 
(Mr. Filmore) and whathe had advanced was 
based‘on the statements then made. 

Mr CELLEY resumed. I did not understand 
the gentleman: as expressing fully his own belief; 
but the ‘tenor of his remarks were calculated to 
carry the conviction to my mind, that it was rea- 
sonable to conclude that this outrage was wholly 
unauthorized by the commander of the British 
forces at_ Chippewa, and that the British soldiery 
had committed the wrong of their own motion. 
Now, sir, Uhave no doubt that the outrage will be 
disavowed by the commander and Government. 
State policy may dictate this, especially when they 
tearn the ‘feeling it justly excites; but I must be 
permitted to express my own belief that the out- 
rage was committed by the orders, and with the 
countenance, of’ the British authorities then in com- 
mand. The circumstances of ‘the case all look 
that way It was in keeping with the domineering 
spirit of British authority. ‘They had seen the boat 
ply between the American side and Navy Island, 
where are banded together what they please to 
term pirates, traitors, and rebels, and robbers. 
They determined to take her and destroy her, utter- 
ly regardless of our rights and sovereignty in so 
doing. What, sir, has been the conduct of the 
British authorities on another, though more distant 
portion of our frontier? Had they not seized Ame- 
rican citizens on our own territory, carried them 
off, and cast them into prison, where even one so 
seized is held in durance to thishonr? It is easy 
here for gentlemen to blame the hasty zeal of those 
of our citizens who live upon the borders; but do 
they know what those men have to suffer from the 
violence of British authority? I admit that citizens 
there, as well as elsewhere, under the influence cf 
excitement, sometimes act in a hasty and ungnard- 
ed: manner, and that it becomes us, as good 
citizens, to maintain the neutrality of our Go- 
vernment, If the existing laws are msufti- 
cient for the purpose, let stronger be enact- 
ed. But it is evident, from all we have heard 
for years past, that a great contest is going on in 
the British provinces to the north of us, and that 
the crisis is near at hand. The people of the Ca- 
nadas are unfavorable to the longer continuance of 
British-dominion over them. They are about de- 
creeing, if they have not already done it, as our 
fathe;s did more than half a century ago, that Bri- 
tsh oppression and usurpation shall cease among 
them, and that they will hereafter choose their cwn 
men tó make and administer their own laws, and 
to control their own money. These were feelings 
in which American. patriots were ever ready to 
sympathize; and. no power on earth should ever 
compel him to suppress the feelings of his heart in 
favor of those who, capable of self-government, 
and risking all minor things, were manfully con- 
tending for the liberty to establish it. Nordo T 
believe that, by our citizens expressing such senti- 
ments, we shall provoke a war with Great Britain, 
or any other foreign power; and least of all can 
we avoid war. by submitting to encroachments, 
‘which, if once tolerated, will be repeated and ex- 
tended with move and more audacity, and umil 
nothing ‘bit awar can end them. No, sir: Jet us 
be and Yesolute in maintaining oar just rights, 


courage and conduct. In difficulties between na: f| 


tions, this was the true policy; and ‘then, if war 


blazes up at the two extremes of our Union, orif | 


the candle be lighted at both ends, as the gentleman: 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) said, we will ex-+ 
tinguish the flame, or perish in the attempt. Sir, I- 
hope the resolutions of inquiry will be.passed, and. 
that, when the desired information is obtained, we 
shall act as becomes a. nation loving peace, and 
desiring to maintain it, which can only be done by 
scrupulously guarding all our just rights, and re- 
sisting all encroachments promptly and firmly. 


SETETEST 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
January 6, 1838. 

, The question being on Mr. Morais’s amend- 
ment to the third resolution, declaring the freedom 
of speech and the press on all subjects indisputa- 
ble, and under the supervision only of the State in 
which such freedom is exercised— 

Mr. DAVIS said that he had several times briefly 
addressed the Senate upon this subject, which for 
two years or more had been greatly agitated, more 
so, probably, than was useful. As long ago as 
that, an effort was made to suppress petitions upon 
the subject of abolition in’ this body, and from 
thence till now the matter had received much at- 
tention at times, though both here and in the other 
House much regret had been expressed that it was 
agitated at all. f EA RE aD p 

At the first session of the last Congress, ‘aftet a 
long, animated, denunciatory ‘debate, carried on 
chiefly by the members from the South, the Senate 
arrived at certain results in regard to abolition pe- 
titions, in which he (Mr. D.) did, not concur, but 
a’ very great majority did. It was proper to 
recur to the state of things then, and tocall to mind 
the sentiments of that day. The leading argument 
in that debale was, that the agitation of the ques- 
tion was a source of great danger, pregnant with 
ruinous consequences to the country, causing seri- 
ons obstruction to the action of Congress, and 
great uncasiness out ef doors. And it was most 
urgently insisted that it was one of those delicate 
topics which it was not safe to discuss, which, in 
truth, we had no right to discuss, either as regard- 
ed the States interested, or the District of Columbia 
or the Territories. ; ; 

Such, sir, being the avowed sentiments of a 
majority of the Senate, they proceeded to give to 
them sanction and practical effect; and they did 
suppress debate, and close the doors.against peti- 
tions; for, though they resolved to receive them, 
yet they immediately afterwards adopted the prac- 
tice whieh has ever since been in force, as the 
journal will prove. A Senator, for example, offers 
a petition; another objects to the reception; the one 
hokling the petition then moves for its reception; 
the other immediately moves to lay this motion on 
the table, which motion is not debateable, but is 
carried by a large majority. The consequence 
is, that the one presenting the petition is denied the 
right to Jay it before the Senate, as the Senate re- 
fused to receive it. ‘The Senator from South Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Calhoun) was in the leaf of these 
measures, and is it not true that he was sustained 
by an overwhelming majority? 

Mr. Catuovn said the course which he marked 
out was not followed at all. 

Mr. Davis. I did not mean to say that the detail . 
of the Senator’s proposals was adopted, but that 
the Senate sustained the chief purpose hë aimed at. 

Mr. Catnoun. I was in the minority in every 
vete on this subject. I wished to meet the petitions, 
and to refuse the admission of them. I wished to 
take higher and stronger ground. I was not averse 
to agitation. : 

Mr. Davis. I did not allege that the Senator 
Was averse to agitation, but that it was generally 
deprecated; and that his proposed measures looked. 
to that end, as the journal most fully proves. If 
the Senator had not interrupted me, he would have 
had no occasion to complain, or to correct me, for 
1 was about to notice what I am aware of, that the 
proposed course of the member was to meet the 


and -{0low'up ‘the assertion of them with proper || petitioners at the door, shut it in ‘their faces, turn 
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tor should be left. free to act: upon’ 


in his general object, though attained by different 
‘means; he. did fully. succeed. He and his friends 
did erect a batrier as “high as he ‘could desire —a 
barrier insurmountable to the. pétitiotiers, and ás 
effectual to stop agitation and debate in this. cham- 
ber, andthe presentation of petitions, as it could ‘be, 
short of penal liabilities." Discussion died) with 
this arbitrary rule, becanse the Senate yielded obe- 
dience to it. If any thing of much importance had 
since been said, it had escaped my observotion. I 
therefore repeat that the object of the Senator had 
been attained; the petitioners have been driven 
away without a hearing; no answer to their prayer 
has been made; ng, not so much as to say. they 
were in error. What, I would ask, could the Sen- 
ator do beyond this, if the Senate yielded itself-to 
his will? ; i 
The Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) said 
yesterday, that the States could take care of them- 
seles, if the channel through this Government was 
closed up; fcr he feared. nothing from the Aboli- 
tionists in their own territory. | Did not the Senate 
close yp this channel most effectually? Is’ it.not 
choked tothe lop, so that nothing’ ‘can reach the 
Senate? What higher or stronger barrier can’ be 
made? . There is but one that can” be ‘more effec- 
tual, and that is, to make a law of Congress, con- 
sisung of pains‘and penalties... ‘Make: it ‘felony, 
punishable by imprisonment’ in the’penifentiary 
for any -one.to petition for the abolition ‘of slavery 
inthis :District. <If there ‘be tio ‘right ‘to petition, 
and the petitioners‘are Violators of the Constitution, 
disturbers: of - the’-public peace, criminal agitators, 
threatening the safely of the Union; then‘ such 
a law will be both.-constitational and’ expedi- 
ent... Let it be brought forward, ‘for it will-test the 
principles advocated, and put members ‘to vote 
upon a responsibility beyond a mere expression ‘of 
opinion. Send such offewders.against the public 
peace and public justice to the judicial tribunals, if 
such is the sense of Congress, to receive the reward 
of their merjts. This would bear the stamp of con- 
sistency. If the doctrines which tend to such re- 
salts are sound, ‘then let them go forth in ‘a form. 
tbat shall be understood and felt. Let those who 
demand relief take'the remédy fearlessly into. their 
hands, and ‘they. will sogn ‘Jearnthe views of the 
public on. this right-of petitions This 'wotild'-bé’ 
more manly than‘to agitate the public with threats. 
It would fence the people oat-trom the Capitol, and 
separate them:from their own Government. It- would 
consign offenders to infamy for -presumptuously 
daring to approach these hallsito make an humble 
request. The Senator has -not: proposed: to go this 
length; and although hewas-quite ‘Tight in ‘saying 
he was in-a minority, yet it is obvious that he ef- 
fected his main.object.. Petitions continue to come 


j here, but to what end? Neither to be read, heard, 


nor received. Not one has since come to the pos- 
session of the Senate, so as to be in order for-its 
action; nor, under existing practice, could one come 
to its possession. : : fs 
Tn this state of things, why are we appealed to 
for new measures, which can do no more- than ac- 


: complish the same thing, if they do as/much? 


Why does the Senator from Carolina, when so soi 
licitous to exclude. from these halls the petititions-— . 
when he has steadfastly maintained. that Congress 
has no right to debate or act on the subdject—why 
does he voluntarily introduce it here? A subject 
too delicate to agitate: one which it is said we ought 
not to discuss, and have no right to consider! Why, 
then, is discussion invited? “Why..is examination 
provoked? Why is controversy, challenged?... x 
For myself, said Mr. D. Ihave been dis- 
posed to respect the avowed. feelings of southern 
Senators; and as they seemed to deprecate discussion 
as a calamity, I have avoided it, leaving-it in the. 
hands of the moverand those interested. I had no purs 
pose of changing:my. course till that. Senator, yester-. 
day, threw. down the -glove,:and challenged -diseus-. 
sion, in terms whieh almost, made. it. dishonarable~ 
to forbear. .'This ehallenge,.and this alone; -h : 
duced me to rises. ior bag resolved thatthe: Seia 


which -goes vi 


th him, with. wh 
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might, while he adhered to abolition, althongh my 
own constituents have written to me inviting my at- 
tention to these resolutions; not because of their ef- 
feet upon the Abolitionists, but because they em- 
brace other matters of high moment and of objec- 
tionable' character. [would have‘taken the hazard 
of disregarding these calls.upon me, but I could 
not-be silent under the-challenge ofthe Senator. 

“The Senator says we can” bring no objection 
against his resolutions while we vote against them, 
inferring from our silence that we vote in a blind 
and'senseless manner. E deem-his inference, from 
his premises, wholly unwarranted, for- the larger 
portion of the votes we give are recorded without 
offering the reasons to the Senate upon which they 
rest., But I have many objections to these resolu- 
tions, more than I shall find physical ability to ex- 
press, and the strongest.of those objections are to 
their political character. : 

: They are not called for, are not more efficient 
than the measures now in force, and can do no 
good. They are, as has been wel! said, (a part of 
them at least,) mere abstractions or avowals of ab- 
stract doctrines no’ way demanded by the occasion. 
They.embrace matters having ne connection with 
abolition, and call upon,us to commit ourselves to 
an‘interpretation of the Constitution when there is 
no émergency arising in the ‘course of our publie 
duty requiring us to give interpretation to that in- 
strument. ‘It is aù unnecessary attempt to influ- 
ence the public judgment, and such works of supe- 
rerogation are best let alone. Any and all these 
reasons are a most ample justification for voting 
against even that which may seem to be right in 
the abstract; for I would give no countenance to 
making a creed «of avowals for politicians, and to 


the publication by the Senate of abstract opinions, 


merely because they may contain apparent truisms. 
They ought also'to be useful, and put forth for 
some usefal public purpose. The Senate: would 
be foolishly employed to resolve that two added to 
two'make four. : F SE 

: But, sir, the leading reason urged for disposing of 
the whole abolition matter is,.that the agitation of 
the topic disturbs the public harmony and endan- 
gers the Union. Iam quite disposed to respect all 
such fears and apprehensions, when urged with 
seriousness; to’ listen to public sentiment, and to 
yield much to public judgment; and, sir, I am 
happy to perceive that the thought now and then 
flashes across the minds of gentlemen that there 
are two ends to this Union, both of which should 
fall under the protection and paternal regard of 
this Government. | 
the: whole; and our. affections and watchfulness 
should be commensurate with the-whole. . Itis our 
duty to sce that the whole Republic is safe. All 
interests must be regarded, all rights must be pro- 
tected. Weémust look to publie-sentiment through- 
out. No interest, because it is great and power- 
ful, should be permitted to absorb alk public atten- 
tion, or to. causea- disregard of those of less im- 
portance. All must bë nourished, all respected; 
thé rights of all-so adjusted and‘ harmonized by a 
spirit of compromise and conciliation as to remove 
all just cause of discontent. This is~the way to 
preserve the Union. -And yet, frony the course of 
argument here, one is sometimes doubtful whether 
morethan one end of the Union is thought of, 
when’ all our vigilance, anxiety, and affection, ‘is 
demanded for that end’alone. ‘The resolutions be- 
fore us propose no measures: for the general har- 
mony, but to give certain interpolations to the Con- 
stitution favorable to the slave interest. This is to 
avoid the dissolution of the Union. I cannot see 
how the endis to be reached by. the means, and 
therefore am constrained to come to the conclusion 
that matters other than abolition are wrapped up in 
these resolutions. : eae 

“Who. is tnost likely to be discontented and to dis- 
turb public “harmony—those. that hold the direc- 
tion “of “political: power, or those who have no 
powerexcept the force of argument? 

I wish to ask you, sir, what your recollections 
are in regard tothe history of public policy. You 
have probably for: the last thirty years been a wit- 
nessand participator-in what has occurred here, 
and your memory’caii go much beyond that. You 
know what has been the’publie feeling on the sub- 


We are the répresentatives of : 
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„ali realized? 


‘way whatever: | 
But they repudiate, and very properly, .. 


“be vindicated. , ; 
‘for the Union, and the whole Union; and against 


“and of its own selection 
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ject of the integrity of the Union, and what kindof 


a reputation those have. acquired who have been 
suspected only of agitating this alarming topic. 
How stands the Hartford Convention in public esti- 
mation? How other conventions and assemblies 
of men of more recent date, who were supposed to 
meditate unfriendly feelings to-the Union? All 
hostility to the Union haš at at all times been view- 
ed by the great body of the. people with the most 
profound sorrow and regret. Those, therefore, 


. who engage in such treasonable purposes, do it at 


the imminent hazard of character at least, 
acquire a very unenviable reputation. : 

The Abolitionistsean have no motive to dissolve 
the Union. They have never been charged with 
sach an object, to my knowledge. Their acts may 
create alarm and -discontent, which may tend to 
that. There may be selfish men among them, for 
the ambitious always mould the moving elements, 
when they can, to aid their‘own selfish purposes. 
Tt would not be singular. if such were found among 
them, but their number cannot be great. Buthow 
is the Abolitionist to be profited, if his wishes are. 
If all the slaves on the globe were 
made free, how will it mend his condition? ~ In no 
He cah. gain_ncthing by the 


for they 


change. 
all right to interfere with the States, and confine. 
themselves to the Territories and the District of Co- 
lumbia. Their views are thus limited in extent, 
and to the attainment of an object in which they 
neither have nor cam have any interest which ex- 
cited a selfish feeling, and which does not, in fact, 
touch the Union, or threaten it. a f 
The worst, then, which can be said if them, by 
their bitterest enemies,’ is what is actually said: 
they are deluded, misguided philanthropists, fana- 
ties—heated with an unbecoming zeal. These, 
and such opprobrious epithets, have been applied 
to then; but no one affirms that they aim at dis- 


‘union, nor do I think any one can impute to them 


any corrupt purpose. F do not mean to touch the 
question of the expediency of their course in asl- 
ing for immediate abolition in this District. That 


`I wili meet wHenever the Senate will open it by re- 


ceiving their petitions, but not until then; for the 
right-of petition is the higher right, and mnst first 
I shall, however, atall times go 


the Abolitionists if they propose to interfere with 
constitutional rights or guaranties. 

But I again return to the inquiry, who is to dis- 
solve the Union? There cannot, I trust, be such 
purpose here, for every day we hear the thought 
deprecated, and. the deprecation mingled with the 
most ardent patriotic professions of love and at- 
tachment to the Constitution. 


Is the great slave interest to do it? Yappeal 
again to your recollections, and to those of the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, and ask you whether an 
interest, so powerful as to have majorities in both 
Houses, and to. maintain its ascendancy in the Go- 
vernment, is likely to have occasion to secede 
from the Union through fear or oppression? 


For torty. years out of forty-eight years it has 
given.as a President ftom its own territory, 
I do not advert to this 
in the tone of ‘complaint, for it has been 
done at the ballot-box; but. as a proof of 
its great strength, tact, and skill, and of the 
extraordinary predominance it holds over all 
other interests, bending and shaping. them 
to its purposes. During all this time it has 
not only had a President sustaining its own peculiar 
views of public policy, but through him has held 
and used, in its own way, the whole organization 
of all-the Departments, and all the vast and con- 
trolling patronage incident to that ofice, to aid it, 
and carry out it its views and policy, as well as to 
protect it and secure to it every advaniace. 

Let us explore a little further, sir, and see how 
the Houses of Congress have heen. organized. I 
am sorry that I rely on memory alone, for I may 
possibly fall into error; but I shall be, I think, right 
as far as I go; if not, the records can easily be had 
sto correct me.. For thirty years out of thirty-six 
years, that interest has placed its own Speaker in 


Sir,” gravely. and. solemnly devi: 
in, 


‘this interest has ruled the destinies of the Republic. 


Senate. 


the Chair of the other House, thus securing the or-. 
ganization of committees, and. the great influence 
of that station. And, sir, while all other interests. 
have, during part of that time, had the Chair in 
which you preside assigned fo them, as-an.equiva- 
lent for these great concessions, yet in each year, 
when a president pro tem. is elected, who, upon ihe- 
contingencies mentioned in the Constitution; will be 


-the President of the United States, sha‘ interest. has . 
' invariably:given us this officer... Look, :T. beseech 


you, through al! the places of honor, of profit; and 
of privilege, and there you will tind the representa- 


. tives of this interest in‘ numbers that indicate its. 


influence. Does not, then, this interest hold: the. 
destinies of this Republic in its own hands? ` Does 
it not rnie, guide, and adapt, public. policy to. its 
own views, and fit it to suit the action and products 
of its own labor? Sir, I know that the politicians 
of the slave country sometimes disagree about men 
and measures of minor consideration; but, on the 
great interest of slave labor and the protection of 
slave property, they stand firmly together,and, like 
a Macedonian phalanx, shoulder to shoulder, gather 


‘round it, and, by. mighty and concerted efforts, give 


it the lead in public affairs against all opposition, 
Sir, how can I better explain its all-pervading in- 


figence, than, to declare | again that, it moves this ` , 
“Government over fifteen millions of ‘souls, great 
and energetic as it-is, and 


i disproportionate as is. the 
slaveholding population. to, that of: the free States 
Withthis mighty power in: yo a 
proof at every vote taken in this _Capitol.-o! 
ability to continue it, can you-of. this:interest 
tertain apprehensions for'your safety? . What more 
do you claim? What more, can you _ have? 
How can those who hold power be .oppres- 
sed by those ‘who have none? . How can those. 
who hold the power of this Government fear 
itt I cannot believe there is occasion in the 
mind of any one belonging to this interest for a dis . 
solution of the Union, unless he be ambitious, un- 
principled, and without hope.of advancement. It 
will be reasonable enough to meet danger from 
other quarters when it threatens mischief. But, 
Mr. President, I must-not omit some. other proofs 
of the towering magnitude of the slave interest here. : 
It claims to itself and its exertion whatever of .me-. 
rit there is in the overthrow of the policy.of inter- 
nal improvemeuts, and of having broken down and 
rendered unpopular the policy of so assessing ‘and: 
collecting the public revenue as” to protect and en- 
courage free labor. Over this last great- interest it 
claims a signal triumph for having defeated it. 

ĮI need not multiply proofs of the zeal, activity, 
and singular success of those wha manage this. in- 
terest. The integrity of the Union is probably-qaite 
as important to the slave territory as. to..the free. 
I cannot, therefore, credit the suggestion that. the 
people of the South are se blinded to the:r interests 
as to court so calamitous a result.. What then-is it 
that shakes this great. repablic so.that it reels upon; 
its foundations: so that we. are: brought -to:a‘so= 
lemn pause here in the. public business, ‘ and.are.. 
rising. remedies:te redeem 
‘us from threatened ruin? Sir, .we-have a set-of re~ 
solutions, nearly concocted, that. areto ġo- forth 
with healing power to calm the public mind, to allay 
the outoreakings of fanaticism, and to tranquulize - 
the raging elements. The opinion of the majority of - 
the Senate is to work out this extraerdinary result. 
But I again ask, what is it that we are contending 
with? What that threatens. calamity, and is thus 
easily to besubdued. Tt is the Abolitionists who come 
here in no very. alarming. numbers, though. the 
course pursued here has increased the aggregate, not 
tothreatenthe Governmentor to menace the Union: 
no, sir, notatall; but humbly to entreatand pray.- 
you to abolish slavery in the District of Colombia; 
where, I believe, there are about forty thousand 
people of all colors.. Sir, they have claimed noth- 

ing but the right to beg and pray of the Sesate ta 
use its power for this purpose?. What more hum- 
ble- and less objectionable right can be claimed by 
man than the right of respectfully entreating? Yen 
sir, the exercise of this poor privilege, by persons 
mostly females too, has brought us into graye de- 
liberation, to rescue the Union from impending. dis- 
so'ntion. Sir, 1 cannot participate in: these fears, 
: nor persuade myself that such causes will produce 
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such restuts, or that the Union will be attacked u 
less the provocation is given here. a 
These Abolitionists are in the free States. [thas 
often been said, and was a day oF two past reite- 
rated by the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) 
that their books, papers, prints, ete. cannot enter 
the slave country, and therefore would do no harm 
there, even if the slaves could read, as they never 


n- 


can reach them;, It seemed also. to be admitted by 


the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) that there 
is no objection to the discussion of the subject in a 
State that permits it ‘to be agitated. Where, then, 
is the alarming mischief? What creates the great 
excitement spoken of as existing in the slave terri- 
tory, and which I doubt not does exist? The ex- 
citing matter is the debates published from: this 
Capitol; the exaggerated and highly ‘colored pic- 
tures of danger dawn here. The evil is chargeable 
home here, and the responsibility rests here . The 
effect was clearly foreseen, and the result foretold. 
It is but the natural progress of évents that the ex- 
citement of thé people should react upon Con- 
gress; and I agree to the sentiment often expressed 
here, that this topic, agitated in this -place in the 
manner it is, disturbs the- public tranquillity, and 
the’ practice ought to subside unless the matier can 
he treated more temperately. There would proba- 
bly be no excitement among the slaveholders if it 
was not roused here ; and there would be less here, 
if the flame kindled elsewhere by the breath of 
these halls did not impart its warmth to this body. 

But, sir, I return to the inquiry, what is to be 
hoped from these resolutions? Where are their 
healing’ properties, their power to` assuage resent- 
ments, and to allay irritated passions? Are we now 
agitating the matter to any useful purpose? . I read 
them, and while a part of them seemed to me to 
contain certain doctrines on slavery according with 
the sentiments of the mover, the residue seemed to 
be a mere avowal of a political creed.. Not. Being 
quite certain that I was right in the matter, I was 
confirmed when my friend from Delaware (Mr, 
Bayard) rose and expressed the same sentiment. 
They professed to treat of abolition, but the wor- 
thy Senator declared that, on lifting the veil, he 
had discovered nullification concealed under the 
first of the series. . He pointed the little fellow out 
to us hidden snugly under a thin covering of State 
right gauze. 

Now, sir, I ask the Senate to look at that resolu- 
tion. It is in these words: 

“ Resolved, That in the adoption of the Federal 

Constitution, the States adopting the same acted, 
severally, as free, independent, and sovereign 
States; and that each, for itself, by its own volun- 
tary assent, entered the Union with the view to its 
increased security against all dangers, domestic as 
well as foreign, and the more perfect ard secute 
enjoyment of its advantages, natural, political, and 
social.” . 
And to inquire whether it has any apparent cos- 
nection with the abolition of slavery. The mover 
has already been asked what he meant by this re- 
solution? ` How it is pertinent or applicable to the 
matterin hand. What was his answer? Did he 
say it was to allay excitement, to suppress debate, 
or to check petitions? No, nothing of this—but he 
did, in substance, affirm that it was introduced asa 
sort of constitutional platform, upon which, as a 
newly discovered footing, the Senate were to gather 
together and stand at this momentous crisis. The 
Constitution itself, without Senatorial amendments, 
is broad enough and good enough for me to stand 
upon. Sir, there have been many platforms, creeds, 
and confessions of faith, all of which are designed 
to die down freedom of thought and action, and 
which in general I do not believe have subserved 
any valuable purposes. They are designed to carry 
out particular doctrines, and so the Senator from 
Carolina avers in regard to his. He says it ex- 
braces the doctrine of 98, and it is expedient occa- 
sionally to reiterate fundamental principles. Magna 
Charta was reaffirmed, and hence the propriety, 
even upon this occasion, to reiterate and reaffirm 
the fundamentals of the doctrine of °98, 

What, sir, is the doctrine of 98. The Senator 
has had some bitter experience in this matter. He 
knows where it led him; he knows what results he 
has contended for under its authority, and he knows 
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that many others, now on this floor, who claim to 


respect with equal deference the doctrines of "98, J 


wavelled paths widely divergent from his; paths so 


opposed that they led to sharp, biter, and alarmiig. 


conflict, This ought to teach the Senator not only. 


“the folly, but the danger, of putting forth abstract {| 
` theories upon-the Constitution, - “at Hees; 

‘But the Senator advances this theory -becausé it. 

contains the only conseryative principle—thé only. 


remedy for the slave States, And what is that 
conservative principle, and what the remedy? The. 
Senator from Delaware, in giving definition of. the 
meaning of thefrexolution, solved, perhaps without 
designing it, this’ principle and remedy. The 
mover's view of States rights is, as I. understood 
them, that the United States are confederated cor- 
porations; each a party to the Constitution in the 
nature of a treaty or confederation; and when this 
Government, or perhaps one of the States, in the 
judgment of a State, shall violate this compact, it 


-may declare the whole contract void, because it has 


been broken, and cease to observe it with the same 
freedom and upon the same principles that one na- 
tion declares a treaty null because the other party, 
in its opinion, has violated it. This must be the 
remedy—the right to recede from the Union when 
a State sees cause; and what is this but nullifiea- 
tion? Tue resolation is capable of two construc- 
tions: one to bear out the Senators view; the other 
the view of those who hold to a different construc- 
tion of the Constitution, and still call themselves 
State rights politicians. But what advantage can 
there be in avowing an opinion that can only excite: 
controversy about its meaning. It'is: futile to 
attempt to make the Constitution broader or nar- 
rower, for we have no power to add or diminish. 
We may sanction puzzling theories about the pro- 
bable intention of the United States, but the Con- 
stitution must and will speak fer itself, be the 
opinions of this Senate what they may. The pub- 
lic will look upon such acts as they are—unneces- 
sary, and obligatory upon nobody, as mere attempts 
to give direction to the public judgment. 

Sir, T ask the Senator and the Senate to read the 
preamble to the Constitution, which I now bring to 
their attention: Š 

“We, the People of the United States, in order 

to form a more perfect union, establish justice, in- 
sure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos- 
terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for 
the United States of America,” 
And compare it with this first resolution; observe 
its unequivocal language, “we, the people,” etc. 
instead of the States, as corporations, and see how 
they will stand together. But, sir, I will not dwell 
ou this matter, which has been again and again ar- 
gued by the best talent in the country, I care not 
whether the Constitttion was made by the States, 
as corporations, or otherwise; it makes no provi- 
sion for nullification; gives. no countenance to it, 
but leaves it to stand on such theories as haman 
invention has brought to its aid. Iam in nore- 
spect disposed to revive it, since it has. met with 
signal pabtic condemnation, and therefore shall 
vote against all abstractions where its seed is sown. 
It isno part of my duty to sit here forming creeds 
and confessions of faith for the purpose of experi- 
menting upon public opinion. ‘The people, I hope, 
will think and act for themselves, and will be too 
wise to entangle their understandings in the meshes 
of politicians. , 

What is the second resolution? It seems de- 
signed to point out the duties of the States towards 
one another in regard to their domestic institutions, 
and the duty of this Government to protect each 
State in the enjoyment of all such domestic insti- 
tutions, aud to restrain such States as assail 
those of other States. This country stretches 
through a wide space of the earth—embraces 
twenty-six States—some almost under a vertical 
sun, While others are in the region of frost. These 
domestic institutions, we all know, must be. vari- 
ons, and different under different circumstances. 
Those, for example, suited to Louisiana, will be 
ill fitted for Vermont. The views of different 
States upon the necessity, character, and expedien- 
cy of domestic institntions will always conflict, and 


-our organization was designed, for that very pur- 
‘pose. The. vigh! 


of speech, the: freedom: of: the. 
E discussion, are domestic. in- 


press, the liberty 


: stitutions; and are we to be. restrained inthe exer”, 
cise ofany of these precious rights, because others. 


difffr Trony-us-in opinion, and: may-hold.owr reas 


Soning against their institutions dnjurioua?, : These 
“matters ail belong to. the. States: and it-lies with: 


them: to regulate: them at pleasure, and without rê- 
ference to the views-or opinions of. other States. . 
If the design is 1o clothe this Government with power 
to.abridge the privileges of the States, then‘the Se- 
nate can exercise no such authority, and had bet- 


ter pause before it acts: - ° a 
But, sir, I must bring my remarks to a close, as 


the state of my healthwill not permit meto pro- 


ceed. I intended ‘to have examined the character 
of these resolutions more in detail,and to state 
more fully my objections; but I must forbear. I 
cannot, however, sit down, without. asking the Se- 
nator from South Carolina again—why-he incor: 
porates political doctrines with this mattér——why 
he mingles with slavery the anuexation of Texas 
to the United States? He says-we must: go back 
to elementary principles, to -fundamentals Go 
back from where, and what are we togo to?- Sir, both 
you and the Senator participated, but with quite 


_diflevent sentiments, in that act of this Govern~ 


ment sometimes called the: Force bill;-and each of 
you had your opinions‘upon that celebrated paper 
called the Proclamation. -You were then arrayed 
against each ‘other, The Senator is about to go 
back, and asks the Senate: to go with him; and 
they do. go with him, but where from, and where 
to? He cannot. be going to the Force bill, or the 
Proclamation; and. doubtless he considers the Se- 
nate as. going from them, back to what? I have 
endeavored to show the character of the first reso- 
lution, and the construction which may be put 
upon it, It may possibly be considered an attempt 
to renew a creed which the Force bill and the Pro- 
clamation had rendered of doubtfal authority. For 
myself, I had little sympathy with those who so 
much lauded. the Proclamation, or so much con- 
demned the bill. The quarrel was between parts 
of the same States rights party. Having drawn the | 
attention of the Senate to the use which I fear may 
be. made in the country of this. résolution, I shall 
not at this time proceed. further., : - 
Mr. WEBSTER expressed a hope. that, as Mr. 
Davis was now (from indisposition) too ‘much:ex-° 
hausted to continue his remarks, the Senate:would 
adjourn. : : 3 : 
Mr. DAVIS replied that he should be glad to 
submit some further remarks, but. could not pro- 
ceed now, and would not request the. Senate to 
stop the progress of business on that account... % 
Two divisions. were then had on the adjourn- 
ment, when the Senate refused to adjourn. i 
Mr. DAVIS then resumed his seat. BR 
Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, that before he.. 
should notice such observations of the Senator from: 
Massachusetts (Mr. Davis) as he deemed pertinent:. 
lo the question before the Senate, he felt it a duty.. 
which he owed to- himself, to state distinctly the 
position which he had heretofore held in relation: 
to the subject of these resolutions. It is ,not:true,: 
as the Senator supposes, ‘that my views in relation . 
to the proper course to be taken have prevailed... 
It is just the- reverse. Mr. C. said he had, he þe- 
lieved, been in a standing ‘minority from :the time: 
the subject of abolition was first, agitated .in.this” 
body till the introduction of these resolutions; and, 
although he had steadily objected to:-the-reception:: 


‘of any abolition petitions, so far fromtaking-a lead |; 


in laying them on the table, as the Senator stated,.; 
he had net, in a single instance,-made-such-a.mo-.,. 
tion. He was, on the contrary, wholly opposed: 
to the course. Ele had never doubted the folly of; 
the position, that we were* bound ‘to receive. peti- 
tions, but might lay them immediately on: the table 
without consideration or. discussion. In thecori-.; 
ginal debate, he told: the Senator from. Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr. Bucuanan,) who. took-a-lead in favor 
of that course, that. it was.utterly indefensible, and r 
that the reasons he (Mr: B.) assigned to provesthat :: 
we were bound to receive, would be-equally cog 

to show that we..were:bound. to refer: rep 
diseuss,.and decide- on thems. oF 
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what would te the consequences of his false posi- 
tion, all of which have already been realized. The 
Senator from Kentucky has already taken the pre- 


cise ground which he foretold wouid be taken: Nor 
is the Senator less mistaken in. supposing that he 
has been opposed to the discussion of. the subject. 
He has, it is true, been utterly and unalterably 
opposed to- any discussion with the Abolitionists.. 
They have no right: to come here, and he was and 
is for shutting the door in their face ; but he never 
shunned discussion when the subject came fairly 
up, nor would he, so long as the Senator’s consti- 
tuents and others continue to agitate the subject ; 
in proof of which, he referred the Senator to the 
course. he adopted in relation to the President’s 
Message;.some years since, on the circulation of 
incendiary publications through the mail. So far 
from avoiding discussion, he raised a special com- 
mittee on ihat portion of the Message, made a full 
report adverse to the President’s views, accom- 
panied by a bill, which gave rise to. much discus- 
sion. So now, acting on the same principle, he 
had presented these resolutions as the antagonist of 
the Vermont resolutions. He touched on these 


.misapprehensions of the Senator as to his course, - 


the more fully, as there appeared to be a fixed de- 
termination of late, both in and out of this Cham- 
ber, to mistake his course on this as well as other 
occasions, ‘ 

Bot this is not the only instance of the misstate- 
ment of his course by the Senator. He has mis- 
apprehended it as much in relation to the subject 
immediately under discussion. Assuming, errone- 
ously, as he had shown, that his position had been 
that Congress has no right to agitate or discuss this 
subject, however presented, he accuses him (Mr: 
C.) of challenging debate on the present occasion, 
and says that he (Mr:-D.) would havé remained si- 
Jent-had it not-been for his challenge. The Sena- 
tor greatly mistakes in supposing’he had made any 
such challenge, and he thought it would puzzle him 
to state. when and in what terms it’ was given. It 
is true, he stated, that the political creed-of the Se- 
nator, and those who thought with him, in refe- 
rence to the origin and structure of our Govern- 
ment, so far from affording any constitutional pro- 
tection against the assaults of the Abolitionists, had 
roused their fanatical spirit into action; and hehad, 
at the same time, called on the party generally 'who 
entertained it, to show, if he was ina mistake as 
to the effect of their creed, what protection it af- 
forded. Ifthe Senator has construed this into a 
challenge to. discuss these resolutions, he must say 
he has most signally failed to meet it. He has 
wholly.shunned the point on which it. was given. 
He has not even attempted to-show that the view 
which he and his party take of. the Constitution 
can afford.the least protection against the, dangers 
which now so seriously menace the country and its 
institutions. His silence he had a right to consider 
as conclusive proof of the truth of his assertion, 
and the Senator ought notto be surprised ‘if, after 
this tacit confession, hs should turn to those who 
entertained the opposite constitutional views, and 
cali on them exclusively to rally to the rescue at 
this hour of danger. The Senator was so conscious 
of his weakness on this point, that. instead: of at- 
tempting to point out a remedy, when his political 
theory afforded none, he took the opposite course, 
to deny that there was any danger to be repetled. 
He told us; gravely, that the Abolitionists were no 
Disunionista; that they had no ambitious objects; 
no con upt purpose; that they repudiated ail inter- 
ference with the States; that they only aimed to 
abolish slavery in the Territories andin this Dis- 
trict, where there were not more than 2,000 slaves; 
and that they claimed no right, but to beg you to 
grant ihem-the innocent and harmless boon they 
craved, (of catting our throats and burning our 
houses,) and that these beggars were but a hand- 
fol; of whom. a large portion were females. Such 
is the picture which he gives of this small band of 
innocents, and the harmless motives that actuate 
them; and this, in the face of the constant, uni- 
formand open avowal, that their object is the to- 
tal abolition of slavery in the States, as well as in 
this District and the Territories, and that they con- 
sider the abolition in the latter butas the first step 
to abolitioa in the former. 


- tion of whom are the Senator’s constituents) who 


_ the prosperity and safety of an entire section of this 


and delivered, holding up, in the blackest colors, 
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But he had recvived a letier that very morning 
from one of the fraternity, of high standing and 
authority, which gave a very different account of 
this small corps of humble beggars. He says that 


they count 1,500 societies, averaging 100 indiyi-) f 


duals each, and are. growing at the rate of one 
societyaday. Here, then, we have 150,000 per- 
sous regularly organized, with a copious revenue, 
and an extensive and powerful press, (a large pòr- ~ 


are waging regular waron the institutions of the- 
southern and western States; institutions that in- 
volye not less than $900,000,000 of property, and 


Union, in violation of the most solemnly plighted 
faith, and subversion of the fundamental principles 
of. the Constitution; and yet the Senator can see 
neither harm nor danger in allthis. When we see 
one of his enlightened understanding, and usually 
correct'sentiments, thus thinking and feeling, what 
must be the tone of those with whom he ts daily 
associated; which could so blind his understanding 
and blunt his moral perception? 

` He next tells us that the Abolitionists can do no 
harm; that their publications cannot circulate in the ` 


| slaveholding States, and can do no mischief in the. f 


non-slaveholding States; that the evil exists here; 
where too much excitement exists; and that if we 
would keep perfectly cool and patient, and ‘hear. - 
ourselves and constituents called robbers and mur- 
derers, and our rights ‘and property and lives at- 
tacked, without moving hand or tongue, ‘all would 
be well. Accustomed, as he has been, to respect 
the Senator for his sober and correct judgment and 
feelings on most subjects, he could not but be sur- 
prised at the language which he has held on the 
present occasion. Is his judgment so perverted that 
he can see no danger to the Constitution and. the 
Union, for which he professes, and, he doubted not, 
sincerely, to have so much regard, in the thousands 
of publications and lectures which are daily issued 


the character and institutions of nearly one-half of 
‘the Union; exciting towards them the deepest feel- 
ings of abhorrence, to-be returned, on their part, 
with a detestation not less deep? Is-the universal 
spread of this deep, mutual abhorrence, compatible 
with the existence of the Union? If not, is it not 
time to arrest it, and, of course, to deliberate on the 
means of doing it?) Are the Senator’s reason and 
feelings so far warped, that he either cannot appre- 


is indifferent to them? f f 

But we are next told, for the hundreth time, that 
these are mere abstract propositions, and not demand- 
ed by the occasion; on which account, with various 
other reasons that he assigns, he cannot vote for 
them. : . 

It was, he would suppose, perfect!y needless for 
the Senator to assign any reason for voting against 
these resolutions, or any other measure having the 
samé object in view, after what he had told us of | 
the Abolitionists, and the purity and harmiessness 
of their.objects; nor is it at all surprising that he.. 
should think that there was no necessity for their 
introduction. But those who regard the subject in 
a different light, who see danger where the Senator 
sees nothing to apprehend, and crime where he 
beholds innocence, will come toa very different 
conclusion.. They will think ithigh time that this 
body should define its position; should declare its 
opinion as to those unprovoked assaults of one por- 
tion of the Union on the other, and take the stand 
it intends to maintain in resistance to them; and 
that the opposite course—to remain silent, or tam- 
per with the disease, is neither becoming its dignity 
nor its duty. : : 

As to what the Senator has thought proper to say 
about the secret mischief lurking under these reso- 
lutions, about nullification and his (Mr. C’s) bitter 
experience in relation to it, he understands his ob- 
ject to be to distract and draw eff attention from 
the real point at issue, and he does not deem it de- 
serving reply. He will pass it in silence, with a 
single remark. ‘The experience of nullification is 
indeed bitter; not to those who applied the remedy, . 
and freed themselves from a disease that was prey- 
ing on the vitals of the Constitution and the South, 
but to {hase against whom it was applied, and who 


r and safety of all? 


hend the plainest consequences, or, apprehending, > 


were fattening on the igdustry.of the. rest of the 
community. He would: tell the Senator’ that the. 
‘bitter. terms with which he and.others of his creed 
have denounced it, will only Serve-to endear it to 


-those of an opposite political faith, and, instead. of 


pniting it down, give to.it new. vigor and grow’ . 
The Senator asks, why mingle abolition: with, po. 
litical matters? “Why with the Texas question? 
He knew. not how to reconcile. such questions with.: 
the respect. which .he has entertained for the Sena-.: 
tor’s intelligence and fairness.. Does nut the Sena, 


“tor know that we have received hundreds: of. peti- ` 


tions, and that they continue daily to. pour in on us. 
in one incessant stream, praying that Texas. may. 
not be admitted, on the ground that it would extend 
the liniits of the slaveholding portion of the Union? 
Does he not know that a sovereign State of the. 
Union has come here with its resolutions objecting 
to the annexation on. the same ground? Does he 
not know that the entire movement on abolition, | 
with the object proposed to be effected, and the 
-means by. which it is to be done, involves political 
and constitutional questions and considerations of. 
the highest possible magnitude, vital to the peace 
Knowing all this, with what 
propriety. could he ask me the questions he did? 


`: Does he, wish to shift the burden, by making those 


who.repel, and not. those who assail, responsi 
Does he-wish fo transfer. the odium-from th 
inake war on our rights.and property, to us 
defend. them, and this, too, in.the face, of 
notorious facts ? Loe wy gta ASAE i 5 
As brief as has-been his notice ofthe Senators 
apology for the Abolitionists, (for such- he ‘must 
consider his speech,) it is much longer. than he 
would have made it, had it not been for therespect 
which he has had for his talents and character. He 
cannot consider the course he has pursued in his. 
speech as indicative of his actual feelings and fair- 
ness, and is compelled to regard it as indicative of 
the distempered state of the. public sentiment of 
those he represented. Thus viewed, it affords an 
important Jesson to those he represented. Through- 
out, not a censure of the Abolitionists is whispered, 
All is excuse, defence, apology. It. is we, not 
they, who are the agitators ; it is we, not they, who. 
are the disturbers of the peace and quiet of the 
county ; it is we,.not they, who are the assailants ; 
it is we, not they, who harbor ambitious and im- 
proper designs; and, finally, it is we, .not they, 
who meditate disunion. It is no crime. to attack 
us, but a heinous offence in us to defend ourselves. - 
Mr. NILES said he had taken no, part.in:this 
debate, aud from the first, had no desire to do so; 
and from the course it had taken, that purpose was 
by no means weakened, so far as respected any 
gencral discussion of the various questions which 
had been. brought into consideration. It might, 
however, be proper for him to say a few words in 
explanation of his own course. He felt that the 
resolutions before the: Senate had placed ‘himself 


le? 


‘and. some others in a delicate situation; he was, 
. and ever had been, decidedly opposed to the agita- 


tion of -this subject in. Congress, in any form; he., 
was opposed to its:discussion here, believing that it 


would tead to increase the. evil. which it was de- 


signed to remove. But it has been brought before 
us, and we are compelled to act. upon it; and how- 
ever he might regret that the question had been 
brought up, unnecessarily as it appeared to him, 
he should vote on the several propositions accord- 
ing to his sense of duty to his constituents and the 
country. 

The maaner of treating this delicate question 
was, in his opinion, of some importance, as well as 
the proceedings or measures which may be adopted. 
In this respect he thought the course pursued had 
not been judicious, and, he feared, was not caleu- 
jated to have a beneficial influence on public senti- 
ment. ‘Whatis the object of these resolutions; and. 
what end. is to be answered by them? This ques- 
tion he regarded as quite as important as that of 
tie correctness and propriety of the. resolutions 
themselves. The object, he considered, was to`. 
attempt to quiet the public mind, and stop the 
spread of the spirit of Abolitionism. He was aware 
it was said by some gentlemen, that these resolu- 
tions were mere abstractions, not connected with 


any subject before the Senate; that they could have 


af 
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fAyotner purpose than to obtam the opinion- of the 
Senate vn certain abstract principles or truths, 
whici were to have no practical application what- 
ever. He did not view the matter in that light; he 
did not consider these resolutions as a mere attempt 
to settle. abstract constitutional questions, or tò es- 
tablish politaggl creeds, or what the Senator from 
Massachusetts callsa platform. He had as little 
faith in the efficacy of platforms, whether in poli- 
Ues or religion, as‘that gentleman; platforms were 
generally found either too narrow or too broad, too 
short or too long, or in some way defective, so as 
to want, from time to time, altering or repairing; 
and in stopping one defect; a worse one may be oc- 
casioned. © 

If he viewed these resolutions in this light, as 
several Senators over the way appeared to do, he 
would not be for entertaining them a single mo- 
ment. He would not waste the time of the Senate 
in discussing mere abstract propositions, no way 
connected with any subject before it. But he re- 
garded the resolutions as applicable to a subject 
which was before us: he considered ihem as an 
answer to the: petitions, memorials, and resolutions 
which had been presented to the Senate, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in this District, in the 
Territories, and the prohibition of the trade in 
slaves between the States of this Union. These 
resolutions are intended to present the sense of this 
body on those subjects which have been brought 
before us. Considering them in this light, he did 
not think they had come before the Senate in the 
right way. If we are to respond to those memo- 
rials, it would, ia his humble opinion, have been 
more respectful to the petitioners, and more proper 
in itself, to have had them referred to some com- 
mittee, ahd to have had these resolutions, if they 
are the proper answer, reported by such commit- 
tee. He had net been so fortunate as to agree 
‘With the majority.as to the mode of disposing of 
“those petitions. He was disposed to maintain the 
right of petition to its full extent. If these reso- 
Jutions had come from a special committee raised 
for the purpose, he should have been better satis- 
fied; and, with these feelings, he regretted that the 
motion made yesterday to refer the whole subject 
to a special committee, was withdrawn. He had 
another objection: they came from. the South, and 
would be considered by some as containing the 
Southern view of this question, and’ that other Se- 
nators, from political or other considerations, were 
induced to vote for them. 

These were his objections to the expediency and 
the form of these proceedings; but he hada few 
rematks to offer upon the resolutions themselves. 
They are here, whether properly or not, and we 
are called.on to decide upon them; and when we 
arrive at that point, they ought to stand or fall 
“upon their own merits. They are objected to on 
several grounds: first, as being mere abstractions, 
havisg no. practical bearing; and if by this is meant 
that they are, if adopted, to have no operation on 
the rights of any one, this objection is correct. But 
he would not add to what be had said on that 
point. They are also objected to on the ground of 
their having a double aspect—-one political, the 
other having reference “to the abolition question. 
Some gentlemen think that they are altogether un- 
sound and dangerons, as the affirmation of a poli- 
tical creed. ‘They think they discover a lurking 
treason in them,.or a squinting towards nullifica- 
tion. Remove: the. veil, says the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and you discover that little thing 
called nullification. It is also said that the political 
principles in the resolutions are in no way neces- 
sary, relevant, or proper, so far as respects the 
subject of Abolitionism, which is the professed ob- 
ject of the resolutions. 


Mr. N. said these objections had no great force 


on bis mind. So far as the resolutions.embraced » 


political principles he had no difficulty ; he believed 
them fo be sound aud just. They contained a brief 
exposition of the irue theory of our Government; 


there was nothing new in themy their doctrines | 


were those of the old Republican . school of °$8, 
valfith he regarded as the true interpretation of the 
Constitution ; the doctrines of State rights, which 
were the true principles of union and liberty. They 
had sed the test of public opinion and of public 
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serutiny, in every way and form, for nearly half 
a century, and he thought it rather too late to eall 
them in question now. ‘These doctrines, he verily 
believed, formed the only basis on which union 
and liberty could be maintained together. If, in 
the infancy of the Confederacy, these principles 
were deemed just, and the only bulwark against 
consolidation, the experience cf the last forty years 
has added immeasurable weight to the conviction 
by which they were then sustained. This Govern- 
ment has exhibited a steady tendency towards con- 
solidation; and this tendency, whilst is is constantly 
impairing the rights of the States, is the suurce of 
greatest danger to the Union. But it is said that 
the political features of these resolutions, whether 
right or wrong, are irrelevant, and have nothing 
to do with their avowed object. He thought very 
differently, Petitions are before the Senate, asking 
us to abolish slavery in this District, and to pro- 
hibit the slave trade between the States. We pre- 
sent these resolutions as an answer to these re- 
quests. We hold up the mirror of the Constitu- 
tion, that the petitioners and all others may see the 
objections and difficulties existing in the very theory 
and nature of the Government—that they may se¢ 
that some of the objects prayed for are directly in 
contlict with the Constitution, and that others have 
a direct and necessary tendency to disturb the 
Union. Sir, said Mr. N. is it not apparent that 
false views in regard to the trne theory and nature 
of onr Government lies at the foundation of all 
abolition proccedings. Tle referred to the prime 
agents and agitators of this matter, rather than to 
those who were petitioners for the abolition of 
slavery in this District. The designs of these 
agitators are not confined to this District; we 
have evidence before us that they are not; they 
are praying for the prohibition of the trade in 
slaves; they are already directly interfering with 
this matier within the States. These unfortunate 
men who, I fear, are to be the disturbers of their 
country’s peace, view this subject in a religious 
rather than a political or civil aspect. ‘They re- 
gard slavery as a moral evil; as a sin in the sight of 
God, which they are in conscience bound to set 
their faces against and to attempt to extirpate. 
They profess to regard this as a moral and reli- 
gious daly, and that to neglect it would be to bring 
guilt upon their own souls. Does uol this show 
that they consider themselves ia some sense re- 
sponsible for what they regard as a crime, which 
must proceed from the consideration that we are 
one people, one community, for local as well as 
general purposes? Those men mostly belong to the 
clergy, who, with many honorable exceptions, are, 
ofall men, the most liable to fall into error on this 
subject. Their course of reading, reflections, asso- 
ciations, and duties, all tend to lead them into 
efror ia regard to the nature of our Government 
and political and social rights. If they do not 
entertain erroneous views on this subject, why do 
they confine their efforts to slavery in the United 
States? Is there no slavery elsewhere? Why do 
they not give their attention to Cuba and the 
islands lying along upon our coasi? Does not 
slavery exist there? and is it not knowh to be 
much more cruel, severe, and oppressive? Who 
has ever heard of the exertions of Abolitionists to 
abolish siavery in the Island of Cuba? Depend 
upon it, sir, these fanaties act under an impression 
that they are in some respect responsible for the 
existence of slavery in the United States, because 
they are-citizens of the same country and belong to 
the same general community. These resolutions 
present this subject in its tue light; they hold up 
the States as separate and independent communi- 
ties, except for a few general purposes; as much 
separate and distinct in all their concerns and insti- 
tutions purely local, as though the Union did not 
exist; as much separate and distinct as these States 
are from Canada, or Cuba or Mexico. A ciiizen 
of Vermont has no more right to interfere with the 
subject of slavery in South Carolina, than a citizen 
of Canada. Is there not reason to believe that there 
is much delasion on this subject? At any rate, if 
wears to act on this subject, what better can be 
done than to hold up to view the true relation in 
which the citizens of one State-stand to -those of 
another? which, it would seem, must convince 


every person who was ünder the slightest influence 
of reason, of the manifest impropriety of ‘the citi. 
zens of one distinct independent commanity inter 
foriug in any way, directly or indirectiy, in the 
civil and domestie concerns and interesis of ‘the 
peopie of another separate and independent còm- 
munity. i 

Mr. N. said he would briefly notice the remarks 
of the Senator from Massachusetts iouching the 
danger of the abolition excitement. He appears. 
to think that no evil is to. be “apprehended from it; 
and, if let alone, it will subside. We (Mr. N) 
had heretofore entertained the same sentiments; he 
had hoped and believed that this excitement would 
pass off; but, at the present time, he felt hound to 
say that he had doub‘s and fears, Heshould con- 
sider himself as faithless to his ‘trust, were -he to 
cry peace, peace, when he had reason to fear there 
would be uo peace, so far as.this question could in- 
tereupt it. With errors at both ends of the Union, 
and unwise counsels here, (for he could not ap- 
prove of the course which had usually been pur- 
sued in relation to this matter,) he could not but 
fear this was a subject pregnant with momentous 
consequences. That the abolition spirit is 
spreading could not be denied; and, what is more 
alarming, it is connecting itself with the politics of 
the day. Whatis the source of danger from Abo- 
Ltionism? The Senator from South Carolina has 
alluded to the true source of the danger, but he has 
not fully developed it. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Davis) seems to think that there is 
no danger, and asks what force can be brought 
against the Union? Te. says the South is always 
united; that it presents a solid phalanx; whilst the 
North is weakened by divisions; and that in conse-. 
quence of this, the South has always had a con- 
trolling influence in this Government; that it has 
defeated the internal improvement-and other sys: 
tems of policy. Mr, N. was not disposed to go 
into this inquiry; he knew that each section of the 
Union always claimed that its influence was less 
than it shoul be, and that the controlling power of 
the Governmentresided in some other quarter. The 
South claimed to be the weaker section, ‘and the 
gcatleman must admit that some measures had 
“been sustained, and long persisted in, against the 
feelings, and as they believed, against the interests ef 
the South: be alluded to the high ‘tariff system, of 
which the Senator had been so prominent a. sup- 
porter. The South were at this time as much di- 
vided on other questions as other sections; but they 
were united on the subject of slavery; they could 
not be otherwise; they had a common interest and 
must have a common destiny; and this, -whilst-it 
may adJ to their security, Increased the danger ta 
the.Union, if the citizens of the North persisted in 
interfering in their local and domestic concerns; if 
they persist in using vr perverting that sort of con- 
nection which the Union crea ‘es, to purposes which 
it does not authorize, and never intended; to the iñ- 
termeddling in matters and interests which belong 
exclusively to the people of each State to manage 
in theirown way, as much as if the Union had ne- 
ver existed. 

But, sir, what is the real source of danger? Wë 
are told that no force can be brought against the 
Union cr the South. This is true, sir; the dangef 
is not from force.. What is the strength of this 
Government, and of this Union? Is itforee? Is it 
backed and sustained by your army and navy; 
your. militia, or other military establishments? Far 
from it: that is not the désign of those national in- 
stitutions The strength of this Union, ef this Go- 
vernment, is public opinion. This is its only abid- 
ing foundation; the rock. on ‘which it rests, or upon ~ 
which it must founder.. As long as\-that remains 
sound, we have nething to fear, and hence we dis- 
cover the danger from the movements and. appa- 
rent designs of the Aboliticnists... Ave not all their 
efforts directly calculated: to` poison public senti; 
meni? Are they not calculated to alienate” the: 
opinions and feelings of the people of one- section 
of the Union from those of another? If their 
schemes aré persisted in,-is there ‘hot reason to" 
fear that feelings will be engendered: in. both ends 
ofthe Union, hostile to each other and: the Uni 
itself? Does any one suppose that this’ Confede- 
racy of States can be preserved with public senti” 
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ment hostile to it; with feelings unfriendly and hos- 
tile between: the pedple of the two extremities 
Does any one supppose it can be maintained when 
the time arrives (but he hoped it would never ar- 
rive) when the entire population of one section of 
the country,-comprising nearly half the States, be- 
come fully and deeply impressed with the solemn 
conviction that the Union, instead of adding to 
their seenrity, is the fruitful source of danger to 
their domestic institutions, their property, their 
peace, and their lives? He must know little of the 
nature of this Government, and little of human na- 
ture, who can entertain such an- opinion. Sir, the 
strength of this Union is in the hearts and affec- 
tions of the people; ‘in a settled, abiding conviction, 
that it is a source of security, a benefit, a blessing, 
to all parties to it. When this sentiment is gone, © 
the Union is, in fact,‘ dissolved; and -if it should 
exist in name, it would be feeble and powerless 
even for the general purposes for which it was 
more particularly established. N 
Mr. N. said he had-hoped, and he still hoped, 
that this fanatical spirit of Abolitionism could be 
allayed, and had been opposed to all agitation of 
the ‘subject here, believing that the better way to 
quiet it. He had been disposed to pour oil on the 
troubled waters; to soothe rather than to irritate 
the feelings of those.who might be honest, but act- 
ing from a mistaken zeal. But he greatly feared 
the evil had spread so far, and was seated so deep, 
that it would not subside in this way; he feared it’ 
would goon extending and spreading until it reach- 
ed a crisis. And this fear was increased when he 
witnessed the efforts that were making to give this 
question a political turn. Sir, this battle is first to 
be fought at the North; when the standard shall 
be raised—and he feared it had already been 
raised in some of the States, and he had heard 
that gentlemen of his own State had been de- 
nounced for votes given in another place--when 
the standard of Abolitionism shall be raised as a 
political standard, with the inscription upon it, 
“we vote for no man who is not in favor of aboli- 
tion,” the evil will have reached ‘its second stage, 
and a fearful one indeed. The-war will then have 
commenced in the non-slaveholding States, and 
must continue until the issue there is decided. This _ 
will be a contest for the Union, in which there can 
be no neutrals. The Senator from Massachusetts 
occupies a position. somewhat different from that 
occupied by himself, although he would by no 
means insinuate that he was an Abolitionist, or dis- 
posed to favor their mistaken views.. But he may 
yield to this spirit for a time; he may take the first 
step and the second step, but he would finally be 
brought toa pause. The Senator has alluded to 
the disaffection that once existed at the North, 
which, he says, passed off without any serious con- 
sequences, and the active agents in it became very 
unpopular, or odious,. Mr. N. should not. differ 
with the Senator on that point: he believed that the 
prominent actors in those scenes were justly ren- 
dered not only odious, but infamous; but the dan- 
ger then was not so much in the designs, whatever 
they may have been, of the-prominent leaders, as. in 
the state of public opinion, which was by no means 
favorable to the continuance of the Union; nor can 
any one tell what would have been the final issue 
of these troubles, had not peace come as. it. did. 
He wasin the midst of those trying scenes, and 
‘knew'the danger, but did not wish to dwell upon it - 
here. ‘But the cases are by no means parallel: the 
causes of disaffection then were the measures of 
the Government, which must, in their nature, be 
temporary. The abolition excitement springs from 
causes which are permanent, and cannot he re- 
moved; neither is it directed against this Govern- 
ment or its Administration, but against the domes- 
tic institutions of certain States in this Confede- 
racy. , : 

- When this evil reaches its.second stage, to which 
it appears to be fast approaching; when it is at- 
tempted-to. build up a pohtical party based cn 
Abolition principles, he should not hesitate to take 
his stand; ‘he would fearlessly oppose its advance; 
would contest every inch of ground; he would re- 
sist so dangerous a spirit of disunion, as he had on 
a former occasion; and what little he possessed of 
character or influence, he staked upon the issue. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Reference of President’s Message.~-Mr. Murray. ` 


Nay, more; he would stake upon. that issue all that 
he held dear this side the grave—character, property, 
friends, and life itself. He was bold to declare that 
he would defend the rights of the South, so far as 
they had rights secured by the Censtitution; he 
would defend them. to the very verge of the Consti- 
tution; and in so doing, should consider that he was 
defending the rights of the North, and the whole 
Union. We must stand or fall together; and the 
only way we can hope to stand is, by holding sa- 


. cred and inviolate the rights of each and all the 
States guarantied by the Constitution. : 
N.) I will not undertake 


Sir, (said Mr: 
to predict what will be the issue of this strug- 
gle at the North. For a time, very -possibly, 
the side of error may prevail. It was a sub- 
ject peculiarly calculated to take hold. of the 
feelings and prejudices of large classes of the 
people; it was a subject calculated to delude and 
mislead. But if the Abolition party should pre- 
vail, and Ab-lition principles triumph, we shall 
have then reached. the third stage of the evil; the 
contest will then be brought here, and between the 
different States of this Union. Then are to follow 
reproaches, ¢riminations. and recriminations, and 
real or supposed aggressions offered and repelled ; 
agitation, alarm and confusion may prevail, and 


` the noble fabric of the Government appear to be 


falling to pieces. This will be the final. crisis, 
which may fill the country with ‘calamities, but the 
Union will not be dissolved. When the waters of 
bitterness have spread over the land—when. the 
people have drank deep from the cup of affliction 
—when they have seen and tasted enough of the 
bitter fruits of fanaticism, folly, rashness and pas- 
sion—-the good sense and reason of the people will 
return, the delusion will subside, and the dark 
cloads which have lowered over our horizon will 
gradually disappear, until the sun breaking through 
them shines once more on our favored land. Sir, 
the Union will not be dissolved, although it may be 
put toa severe trial. He felt a strong conviction, 
an abiding confidence in this; but if he could for 
a moment believe that Providence has ordered 
otherwise—that this Confederacy is to be broken 
down—it would make no difference as to his course. 
When driven from every other position, he would 
make his last stand on the ramparts of the Consti- 
tution, where he-would make the last rally for the 
last struggle in its defence. if unsnecessfal—if he 
fell—he would fall with the glorious standard of 
the Union in his hand, and the words of the vene- 
rable ex-President on his lipe—“ TuE FEDERAL 
UNION MUST BE PRESERVED.” . 

Mr: BAYARD move to strike out the words 
“the several States,” and insert the words of the 
Constitution itself, viz: “the people of the United 
States.” His only object was to avoid a commit- 
tal to a political ‘creed, to which he could not con- 
sent. If Mr. C. would admit this slight thange, 
Mr. B. would go with him. 

Mr. CALHOUN objected, that those words were 
ambiguous; they might be taken in a geographical 
sense, meaning the inhabitants of the northern 
continent of America; or they might mean. the 
people, as a people; or they might mean the peo- 
ple only of the several separate States. ‘The latter 
was the only sense he could admit. © 

Mr. BAYARD urged that the very words of the 
Constitution, to which every Senator had sworn, 
could not surely be objected to. It appeared to him 
that Mr..C. was contending’ rather to put his own 
peculiar interpretation upon that instrument, rather 
than following the instrument itself, leaving the 
interpretation open. This he (Mr. B.) contended 
ought to be done. Why, he asked, should Mr. 
Calhoun refnse to take the very words of the Con- 
stitution itself? ` 

Mr. CLAY of Kentneky said, if the Senator 
from. Delaware would frame his amendment ac- 
cording to the histerical fact, in the adoption of the 
Constitution, Mr. Clay would vote for it. The 
historical fact was, that the Constitution was adopi- 
ed.by the people of the several States, acting within 
their respective limits. ` 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator, to establish the 
views of the other side, has selected a passage for 
his amendment which is their whole reliance. We 
rely on the historical fact; and the Senator fron 
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can demonstrate that it was regatded as a Govern- 
ment emanating from the people asa general body; 
and on this subject I shall be ready to wield’a lance 


with the Senator on any substantial occasion. © If 
the Senator puts a different construction on those 
words, be it so; I do not want to express any par- 
ticular opinion on that subject. ` 

| Mr. BAYARD’S amendment was lost—yeas. 8, 
nays 34; andthe third resolution was adopted— 
yeas 31, nays 11. =. 
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> SPEECH OF MR. J. L. MURRAY, > 


Or KENTUCKY. San 
In the’ House of Representatives, January 9, 1838—~ 
In ‘Committee ‘of the ‘Whole on the resolution 
offered by Mr. Haynes to refer so much ‘of the: 
President’s Message as relates to the finances, © 
the safe keeping of: the public moneys, etc. te 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and pend- 
ing the amendment offered by Mr. Cusnina— 
Mr. MURRAY being entitled to the floer, said— 
Mr. Cuarrman: It is, sir, with considerable re- 
luctance that I rise, for the purpose of taking ‘a 
share in the discussion of the subject under con- 
sideration. Nothing but a deep sense of the obliga- 
tions of duty which I owe to the people whom I 
have the honor to represent, could at this time in- 
duce me soto do. As I have not, however, been 
heretofore obirusive in debate, I hope the Howse 
will not consider me a trespasser on their patience 
for the little time which E shall occupy the fonr. 
Great pains seém to have been taken to induce the 
country to believe that ‘the recommendations of the 
President in relation to the safe-keeping of thée’pub- 
lic moneys, or, in other words, what has been de- 
nominated the “ Sub-Treasury system,” is ominous 
to the liberties of the people, and fraught:with the 
most serious dangers. Such as have not fully: ù 
derstood the nature of those recommendations, a 
are unadvised as to the probable effects of’ ‘their 
operation upon the country, should they be adop- 
ted, must have- concluded, no doubt, from seeing 
so many bitter denunciations against them, that 
the system proposed could be little else. than some 
fell measure of despotism. Those persons, how- 
ever, must be much surprised, when they come to 
learn that so much of the Message as relates to this 
subject, implies nothing more than “the safe-keep- 


ing of the public moneys by the Treasurer of the 


United States, by the collectors and receivers ofthe 
revenve, and by the officers of the several mints, 
until those moneys are paidover to the public cre- 
ditors in the manner prescribed by law. In this 
there would seem to be nothing extraordinary ‘in 
the management of our fiscal affairs; nothing. be- 
yond what has at times been the practice of per- 


haps every civilized government on the face of the 


globe, and is now the practice of cur own Govern- 
ment; the whole system haying been, from neces- 
sity, in operation since .the suspension of specie 
payments by the banks in May last, but without 
those safeguatds intended to be thrown arognd it 
by the recommendations ‘of the President. Prior 
to the general suspension of specie payments, the 
poblic moncys seer to have been collected by the 
pablie officers, who, instead of paying them over 
tc the public creditors, paid them over to the depo- 
site banks, who kept and used such moneys until 
they were received hy the public creditors. Tre 


‘cı Hectors were the officers of the Government, and 


responsible to her. The banks were a class of 
agents of a very different character, being inde- 
cndent of, and not subject to, the control of the 
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Government. These two classes of agents were 
then used in the collection and disbursement of the 
public revenues. The recommendations of the 
Message propose to dispense with the latter class of 


agents, and to retain only the first class in the per- 


formance of these duties, This would seem to sim- 
plify very much these important operations of the 
Government, and keep the public nioneys always 
within her control. The former system was more 
complex, and Jeft our public treasure in the hands 
of irresponsible depositories. This system is now 
objected to, on the ground that the depositories 
proposed would be unsafe, and too much would be 
added to the patronage of the Executive. It is ob- 
fected to, also, on the ground that it would operate 
iifariously on the currency ofthe country. Eshal! 
notice these, and some other objections, in the 
course of my remaris. For the present, however, 
I will observe, that from the sentiments which I en- 
tertain, the objections appear to me to be them- 
selves very objectionable. It does not appear to 
me that the Government funds ever can be safein 
the hands of depositories not responsible to the Go- 
vernment, nor subject to her control, Such deposi- 
tories will ever have it in their power to thwart the 
purposes of the Government, by withholding her 
funds, which, in extraordinary emergencies, as in 
times of war, might enable them to upset the Go. 
vernment. The history of the late deposite system 
is a clear exemplification oft he danger of employ- 
ing such depositories. ‘The fact that the Govern- 
ment was pronounced bankrupt, and was, in fact, 
unable to pay her creditors, when she had at the 
same time near thirty millions of dollars in the 
hands of her deposite banks, which, from their sus- 
pension of specie payments, she was unable to 
command, is commentary enough on such a sys- 
tem; or, rather, the facts being stated, need no com- 
mentary at all. 

On the other hand, [have been unable to disco- 
ver in what manner the system proposed, if adopt- 
ed, could injure or debase the currency of the coun- 
try. So far as its operation may be concerned with 
the currency of the country, Eam clearly of opi- 
nion that its effects will be salutary. For myself, 
however, I am well satisfied that nothing but a ge- 
neral and radical reform in the present banking 
system of the United States can relieve us from the 
sudden and disastrous fluctuations in our currency, 
which have heretofore so long and so often afllicied 
the country, 

Banking, according to its present organization, 
is but an enlarged and legalized system of broker- 
age. It: has accompanied its operations on the 
community with the most dangerous tendencies, 
corrupting the morais of the people by infusing 
into all classes, whether high or low, the most in- 
ordinate spirit of speculation, and sporting with 
their fortunes by the expansions and contractions 
of itseredit, and depreciation. of its paper. The 
seeming prosperity for a time with which it clothed 
the country, but duped and seduced our citizens to. 
engage in unnatural speculations, for which they 
were unprepared, for which their former pursuit 
had disqualified them, and in which they involved 
themselves beyond their resGurces. All this but 
farnished to the banks additional facilities for 
ruining the country, by an unprecedented increase 
in the number of those institutions, and extension 
Of their credit. Banking had become the most pro- 
fitable and, at the same time, the most irresponsible 
ofall the modes of speculation. A company of indi- 
viduals had only to be incorporated as the stockoldh- 
ers of a bank; and they could, to any extent, exchange 
their credit, in the shape of bank bills, for the cre- 
dit of the best citizens of the country, in the shape of 
endorsed promissory notes, and secure to themselves 
the highest rate of interest on the exchange. Though 
a mere exchange of credit, in such case the profits 
are all on the side of the bank, whilst the responsi- 
bilities are all on the side of the citizen. He and 
his endorsers are respoasible personally, to the last 
cent of their property, fur the payment of their note 
given to the bank, with the discount and interest 
thereon. The bank, whose stockholders are 
Shielded from individual responsibility, and whose 
mock capital very often appears only on her books, 
and not-in her vaults, gives her credit in exchange 
until it floods the country, upon which she pays no 


interest. The bank is always secure, and treasures 


up large profits, withdrawn from the industry “of - 


the community. The community may be ruined 
by the breaking of the bank, after which her stock- 
holders are irresponsible. In this way splendid 
fortunes are amassed by the stockholders, without 
any portion of that hazard and responsibilty 
usually attendant upon the enterprise of the honest. 
adventurer. For the last year or two preceding 
the suspension of specie payments, the profits of 
the banks are known to have been enormous, va- 
rying, in most instances, from 18 to 50 per cent. 
Since the suspension, most of the banks have fallen 
into the keeping of their evil genius, being. com- 
pelled, from the stern force of circumstances, to 
yield to the pressing or tempting necessities with 
which they are surrounded. The mammoth bro- 
kers, shielded from responsibility, and entrenched 
behind the forms of law, have fallen into the hands 
of the shaving shops and common brokers of the 
country, being compelled to become the victims of 
their exactions, or the panders to their iniquities. 
Brokers fix whatever price they please upon their 
paper; and although the character of the institutions 
must suffer injury, the community must bear the 
loss. Iwill give you one instance. In the West, 
for some time after the general suspension, the 
merchants of New Orleans continued to receive 
paper upon the banks of Tennessee at par, in pay- 
ment of debts. The brokers of New Orleans, how- 
ever, determined to give no funds for Tennessee 
paper without a discount of ten per cent. The 
consequence was, that the merchants were com- 
pelled to demand a discount also of ten per cent. 
that being the price placed upon it by the brekers. 
Instances, however, need not be cited except for 
illustration; the facts are known to exist, and the 
practice to prevail, in perhaps every commercial 
city in the Union. The siren herself is taken by 
means of the same charm with which she so often 
lured others to destruction. į 

But it may be presumed that the banks 
will not willingly submit to- this mortifying 
and humiliating injury upon their credit, 
without endeavoring, by some means or other, 
to reap some corresponding benefit. The strong- 
est temptation is thrown open to the banks to em- 
ploy brokers to buy up and purchase in their paper 
ata discount, or such a price as has been placed 
upon it by the brokers, I do not affirm that this is 
the case, noram J going now to stop to investigate 
the matter. J only state the temptation; for hm- 
man experience has admonished us that when temp- 
tation . courts, the Jure is not always disregarded. 
What is lost in character may be compensated in 
gain. 
the great object of their creation and existence. 
This they pursue with the avidity of a hungry 
tiger. Itis never for a moment lost sight of in any 
calculation, nor forgotten in any emergency. The 
north pole is not more steadily watched by the 
anxious mariner than is gain pursued by the banks. 
If the good of the community and the gain of the 
banks come to be weighed against each other in the 
scales, the preponderance is always on the side of 
the hank interest. This, then, being a ptineipal 
and leading ingredientin their nature, how is it pos- 
sible to expect that banks that are lying like an in- 
cubus upon the community, powerless and almost 
motioniess—like the wreck of some dismantled and 
foundered ship, brought to destruction in the distant 
ocean by the temerity and folly of her drunken 
helmsman, who sits in motionless stifpor, and wit-- 
nesses without emotion the surrounding disasters 
and distress of which he is the author—will resist 
the many opportunities that surround them of en- 
joying the savage and miserable consolation of pro- 
fiting amidst the general calamity, by recciving ad- 
ditional accessions to their gains, thoagh adding 
still further to the general prostration of the coun- 
try. The amount of bank paper in circulation at 
the time of the late suspension of specie payments 
is said to have been 4149,000,000. The deprecia- 
tion im this encrmous and bloated mass is estimated 
at 10 per cent. which, on ihe $140,000,000 in circu- 
lation, would be a loss to the community of 
$14,060,000. This was a clear loss; a deadening 
shock to the holders of the paper, sufficient of itself 
to produce very disastrous results, 


The history of banks will show that gain is - 


This, however, was a small item compared with- 
the general prostration of. confidence-and other res 
sults consequent upon the depreciation. ‘The paper 
circulation-being depreciated, forced. the. precious 
metals to disappear,-or threw them into the markte 
as merchandise. The holders of specie: laid it 
away under lock and key, or carried it to. the bro-. 
kers, and sold it for the. premium it commanded. 


.The miser made himself secure against the evils of 


depreciation, by. locking up his. gold. and. silver, 
whilst the Shylock and. usurer fattened upon the. 
premiums received trom the brokers, But the ho- 
nest husbandman who:carried to market his hum- 
ble products for sale, was compelled to. receive 
either the depreciated paper of banks, or individual 
tickets, redeemable, not in. money, but in the same 
depreciated paper. If, after receiving such paper 
at par for his marketable products, he calls upon 
the merchant to pay his debts, he is frequently 
told thathis paper will be taken at a discount of 10. 
per cent. If the poor man utters any complaint at 
this, he is told a very reasonable tale by the mer- 
chant about the general embarrassment. of the 


‘times, and that pressing necessity will compel him 


in a few days to exchange his notes and accounts 
for a constable’s or other officer’s receipt. This 
argument is too forcible to be resisted, and ten per 
cent, of the poor man’s labor is gone. I need not 
notice the higher grades of trade, where .we have 
found our exchanges broken up, our commerce 
broken down, and the growers of our staples, after 
being duped and seduced into debt, delivered over. 
tothe mercy of constables and . sheriffs, with their 
products lying on their hands, unsold and unsalea- 
ble. Such have been the miserable effects of the 
present banking’ system in the United’ Statés. - 
Thank God, the energies and resources of the coun- 
try are now redeeming it from the thraldom under 
which it.was placed. Specie is beginning to flow 
into our country at almost every port, and has 
nearly ceased to be an article of exportation. Our . 
foreign debts are almost entirely. extinguished, and 
exchanges three per cent. in favor of the United 
States. Our crops are abundant, and we yet pos- 
sess all the elements of national wealth. _ 

I will now give a glancing notice to the con- 
dition of these banks, for the purpose of see-_ 
ing the manner in which they have been con- 
ducted, and also their fitness for being again made 
the depositories of the public moneys: From a 
published statement in the newspapers, which I 
examined a few days since, it appeats that the 
banks of New York have an aggregate of specie, 
amounting to $3,482,620, and that their immediate 
liabilities amount to $33,313,821, viz : circulation 
$13,908,893, public and private deposites $19,404,- 
928. ‘These banks have, therefore, on hand but 
one dolar in specie for nine, dollars-and sixty-six 
cents and two-thirds of their immediate liabilities. 
From the same table it appears, that the immediate 
liabilities of the banks of Pennsylvania amount to 
$28,103,818 -42; that is circulation $16,164,539 ‘21, 
public and private deposites $11,939,279 21, their 
specie on hand $6,908,510 88, being one dollar for 
every four dollars and sixteen and two-third cents 
of their immediate liabilities. By the last report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, the immediate 
means of the deposite banks of Virginia and North 
Carolina are stated to have been in July last, 
$3,972,655; their immediate liabilities $15,267,563, 
‘The immediate means of the -banks- of ‘Tennessee. 
and Alabama, al the same lime, are stated to have 
been $3,506,164; their immediate liabilities $16,360- 
591. By his report tothe special session, it.will: 
seen that of nearly two-thirds of the: deposite 
banks, their immediate means in July. last varied 
from one-tifth to one-twentieth of their immediate 
responsibilities. The class of banks composed of 
the States of Tennessee, Alabama, : Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, had at that time of immediate 
means $1,168,022 in specie, whilst their immediate 
liabilities were $23,997,592; viz: circulation and 
deposites, public and private, $21,450,819; balance 
due other banks, after deducting all that was due ” 
from other banks $2,516,773... Such-is the condi- 
tion of these banks, whose extravagant credit has. 
brought wide spread disaster over the gréater por- 
lion of the Southwestern country, and whose paper 
in Kentucky has. varied at a‘ discount of from tens 
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to twenty, and some of it as high as forty per cent, 
And these are the banks we are*-called upon to 
make the depositories of the public moneys. To 
renew: between them and the Government the for” 
mer connection, dissevered and broken off, not by 
any fault of the Government, but by the default of 
the banks. By their suspension of specie payments 


they ceased to be the depositories of the Govern- - 


ment, and shall we again select them to perform 
a trust. for which their past history and their pre- 
sent condition show them to be disqualified and 
unfit. How did they use the former deposites com- 
mitted to their charge? Banked upon them, sir, 
in such manner, and to such extent, as.te prostrate 
the country, and to put it out of their power to return 
them to the Gevernment when called for and needed. 
And. who are they. who now insist’ upon.a renewal 
of this connection of the Government and the 
banks? Mostly those very gentlemen. who opposed 
this very system in the days of its prosperity. 
Who inform us that they predicted its rainous 
consequences, and who now admit many of them 
that they have rio confidence in it. They opposed 
the system when it “worked well,” when the 
banks punctually received, transmitted and gis- 
pursed the public moneys, successfully regulated 
the exchanges of the country, and redeemed their 
paper and other credits in specie. Now they sup- 
port the system after it has failed, andthe banks 
have ceased to perform these important duties and 
functions. Such is the course pursued by gentle- 
men. Reasons are no doubt abundant and satisfac- 
tory- to those who take that course; and it, is very 
far from my purpose to impugn those reasons. 
One of the principal, no doubt is, that the Admi- 
nistration and its friends, upon whom all responsi- 
bility is said to rest, have found themselves com- 
pelled to oppose it. Sir, it was a strange story to 
me at the late session, that all responsibility de- 
volved upon the friends of the Administration; 
that it: was to them the country must look for every 
thing resulting from the action of Congress, whether 
for good or for: evil. That. those opposed to the 
Administration came here, not to bring forward 
any proposition, nor to support any that .was: 


brought forward; but to. stand in the door, to ob- | 


struet.the ingress and regress of the measures, and 
toembarrass and break them down. Ifit be true 
that the friends of the Administration are only re- 
sponsible to the country, it behooves them of course 
to beware of the measures selected, to ponder well 
upon their consequences, but at the same time to 
support with. zeal -and efficiency such of them as 
they may believe will redound to the good of the 
nation, -Those who have only to throw obstruc- 
tions’.and embarrassments in the way, have a 
much- easier. task to perform. They may at 
all times: be content that-nothing has been done. 
Forimy:part, I came here with very different feel- 
ings: I came prepared to do my duty to the coun- 
try,.regardless of party trammeis. I was willing 
to. accede to. any reasonable compromise of policy 
forthe purpose of rescuing the country from the 
thraidom under which it was placed: I thought 
the-rélief. of the country much more important than” 
the dominancy of party... I was willing to support 
a project. for a national bank, if that were to be se- 
lected as: the means of relief, and one could be or- 
ganized. ox principles of reform and compromise, 
in-such manner as to obviate the cvils and dan- 
gerous tendencies of the late Bank of the United 
States; and all were well aware that no such in- 
stitution could be established unless it should be the 
result of compromise. ‘That such an institution 
could. be created, subject to the control and super- 
intendente of the people’s representatives in Con- 
gress, B k 
moneys—a useful agent in managing the fiscal 
concerns of the Government—a successful regula- 
torof the exchanges, and the dispenser of a sound 
currency to the people, I have no doubt. Here I 
_ will:take. occasion to observe, that pending the reso- 
jation.of the Committee of Ways and Means at 
the last session, declaring it “ inexpedient to esta- 


lish a national bank, it was my intention to sup- 


port. the proposition of my much esteemed col- 
league, (Mr. Pope,) submitted by him with the 
view of being offered in due time as an amend- 
ment of the. original resolution. His proposition 
was in the following words : 


and therefore a safe depository of the public | 


“That, to aid the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment, the business and commerce of the coun- 
try, to restore public and private confidence, and. 
to ensure tothe nation a sound and uniform curren- 
cy, it is necessary and proper to establish a Bank 
of the United States, with such capital as may be 
deemed sufficient, with such limitationsand restric- 
tions as will ensure an equitable distribution of the 
stock among the States and the citizens: of the 
United States alone, prevent excessive issues of- 
notes, exorbitant profits, all interference withthe- 
politics of the country, and reserving to Congress 
the power of preventing and correcting abuses of 
the charter.” x r 

‘This proposition assumes it to be good-policy-to 
‘establish a bank that shall not “interfere with the 
politics of the country,” nor make upon the peo- 
ple unequal exactions from an equal “distribution 
of its stock among the citizens of the several 
States;” to be prevented from unsettling the value 
of the property and fortunes of the country, by 
“restrictions” upon its “issues” and the “profits” 
of. its stockholders; and to be placed under the 
control of “Congress,” by “reserving” to that bo- 
dy the “power,” at all times, “of preventing and 
correcting abuses in its charter.” : As an abstract 
proposition, it conforms very much to my epinions 
on the subject, if a bank were to be created on the 
principles assumed ; though I should prefer one on 
different principles.. Whenever the gentleman, 
however, shall bring forward a project for a bank 
which will have the practical effects in its opera- 
tions upon the country described in his proposition, 
it shall have my cordial support. Although the 
whole procedure on this subject was intended to 
have no practical effect, being introduced merely to 
elicit the opinions of the members, I should never- 
theless have been much gratified if a vote had been 
taken on the above proposition. It was not al- 


lowed, however, to be submitted, as on the morning 


of the 5th of October, when a large portion of us 
were absent, not expecting the subject to be uncere- 
moniously disposed of at that time, the original 
resolution was taken up, all the propositions to 
amend: cut off by means cf the “previous ques- 
tion,” and the House forced to vote on the resolu- 
tion of the committee without further consideration 

or debate. A justification for this course may per- 
haps be sustained upon the ground, and upon that 
ground only, that. nothing practical was intended 
by the proceeding—there being no proposition be- 
fore Congress to establish a` national bank, and it 

being well understood that there would be none, as 
two of the co-ordinate branches of the Government, 
the Executive and the Senate, ha ddeclared against 
bank of any description ; and it being also known 

that a considerable majority of our own House en- 
tertained the same opinions. As it was only in 

tended to bring forward a declaration of the senti- 
ments of the members, it was. not important to my- 
self, as my opinions on the subject were fully de- 


clared and well understood in my district previous to. | 


my election. Bat, sir, whilst on this subject, I 
must also take occasion to say. that, in creating a 
national bank, it has never been contemplated. by 
me that the interest of stockjobbers and specula- 
tors must be consulted; that a company - of. corpo- 


-rators must be enriched, though the safety of the 


people be jeoparded; that to them must be dele- 
gated the power of controlling at will the monetary 
concerns of this vast nation; to sport with the pro- 
perty of our citizens by the expansions and con- 
tractions of its issues; to claim’ and use the credit 
of the Government in speculating upon the coun- 
try, and making upon the people unequal exac- 
tions; to have the control and custody of -the pub- 
lic moneys, and be at the same time irresponsible 
either to the Government or the people; and there- 
fore to have it in their power (as was lately pos- 
sessed and exercised by, a great institution) to 
defy the action of Congress, to make war upon the 
Government, to corrupt the public franchise, to 
subsidize the press, and to arrest the operations of | 
the Governament, as might suit their cupidity or ne- 
cessities, by withholding her funds. Mr. Jefferson 
was certainly right when he said that ‘such an in- 
stitution, ramifying with its branches every portion 
of the nation, acting'in phalanx and by concert, 
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_its friends must admit that ‘it would “be a‘useles 


= 


ment.” From thë relief of such an institution may’ 
God save my country. . The. protection it would”. 
afford would be the protection of- the devouring: | 
vulture; its contact with our political institutions: 
as poisonous and desolating as the atmosphere’ of... 
the bohon- upas. - ise co 
But a national bank, of any description; 
known to us and tothe nation to be wholly’ ont 
the question. So much so that the most zealous of 


waste of time and money, and trifling with the på- 
tience of the people, to bring forward ‘stich. a pro-“ 


. position. ‘Shall we, then, supinély fold our ‘arms 


and do nothing? or, what is worse than . nothing, 
spend the time of the.Honse in" party charges and” 
recriminations for the unenviable purpose of exas> - 
perating the peeple, and diminishing. their confi- 
dence in the wọrth and stability of ‘their Govern- 
ment? . Or shall we, like real friends of the country, 
inquire, in a conciliatory spirit, what. ought -to be 
done, and, at the same time, what canbe done?. 
Can any available measure be brought forward ` 
with the-prospect of success, that will be preferable 
to the recommendations of the President? I have 
patiently listened to all that has been said against 
the Message with no other view than to arrive at 
truth. [have heard much of argument, itis true, 
both plausible and ingenious; but I think I have’ 
heard more of bold assumptions, of bitter denuncia- © 


‘tions, against the President, against. his history, 


against General Jackson, against-his: friends, and 
against his measures. . At times we have been’ ën- 
tertained with the charge that “Uncle Sam?" is’ too 
whimsical.and capricious and unsteady in his “af-' 
fections; that he was lawfully affianced and wed- 
ded to his first spouse, the Bank of the United 
States; thathe capriciously and injudiciously di- 
vorced her for the illicit purpose of espousing his 
deposite banks, amounting to upwards of eighty in 
number, which espousal, it is supposed, was not 
altogether conformable to public taste and good 
morals; that being now a little piqued with these 
spouses, in consequence of their extravagance, 
they having made a little too free with his money, 
he has got into a pet, and concluded to live a life 
of celibacy, which, it is insisted, is more unreaso- 
nable than ever, and that Congress shoiild no- 
longer sanction his whimsical notions... For my- 
part, I cannot admit that Uncle Sam is so much to. 
blame; the provocation.seems to have been, alto- < 
gether on the part of his eighty spouses;:they. ap- 
pear to have been regardless of their plighted.vows, ` 
and unfaithful to their engagements; they appear 
to have conspired to: break him up “by “seizing.” 
upon all he was worth, locking: the’. doors 
against him, and refusing ‘to: let him: have 
back any- portion of his money, “not even 
enough to pay his agents and laborers. On 
the other hand, I think -his determination to 
form no more such connections is perhaps well 
enough; the resuit, no doubt, of mature reflection: 
and experience. If, like many others, in his youth.’ 
he formed an imprudent connection. unsuited, to his © 
genius or his constitution, or if since he has been - 
led astray by the lores of .a. mefetricious engage- 
ment, itis time for him to` reform, to give up and 
abandon the errors of his youth, and:adopt and con- | 
form to habits more suitable- to his years and con- 
dition. ` oa. 

The country has also been frightened with the 
assertions that the recommendations of the Message, 
if adopted, “will place in the hands of the Presi- 
dent of the United States the control, the full, com- 
plete and exclusive control. of hoth the purse and 
the sword of the nation;” and, therefore, put it in 
his power to subvert the liberties of the country 
and subjugate and’enslave onr citizens. This was 
to me a very novel doctrine, as it never had oc- 
curred to me that, under our Constitution and form 
af Government, the President could control either - 
the purse or the sword of this nation: Jn- Great 
Britain the King is said to have the control of the 
sword, and Parliament the control of the purse. 
The power retained by Parliament. over the purse 
is supposed to be a sufficient check upon.the power 
over the sword conceded to the crown. The King 
can declare war, raise armies, equip fleets, &c..; 
but the supplies or money, which is to pay or de- 


might, ina critical conjuncture, upset the Govern- | fray the expenses, must come from the Commons, 
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By our Constitution, both these powers are reserved 
to Congress, neither being given to the President. 
Congress only can declare war, arm and equip fleets, 
raise armies, &c.; and Congress only can “lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay 
the debts, provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the nation.’ The President 
can neither raise an army nor pay an army. He 
can neither declare war, nor raise money to pay an 
army to prosecute one. It is true that the duty of 
seeing the laws faithfully executed devolves on the 
President. Fie must see that duties, imposts, &c. 
are collected as directed by the laws of Congress. 
And after they are collected he must see that they 
are disbursed and paid out, in pursuance of appro- 
priations made by Congress, 
ecutive duties, to be performed in pursuance of and 
in obedience to the Legislative will. It is, then, 
very clear that the President cannot have the con- 
trol of either the sword or the purse so long as the 


character and structure of the Government remain 


unchanged. 


Butit is said that the recommendations of the’ 


President propose “to cut the Government loose 
from the people. . To provide for the Government, 
and let the people shift for themselves. To provide 
one currency for the Government, and another for 
the peopie.” These are the round assumplions 
that are to go down with the people for argument. 
Is there, sir, matter of substance in these assertions, 
orare they thrown outas mere bugbears to frighien the 
people? Were itnot forthe high sources from whence 
I often hear them emanate, I would not hesitate to 
believe the latter. Flow can the Government be 
provided for, and not the people? or, how can it 
be severed from the people, when the Government, 
with its money and every thing appurtenant to it 
belongs to the people, is created by them, sustained 
by them, and administered for their benefit? 
are in the hands of the people and subject to their 
control. Are the people’s agents more interested 
than the people themselves, in having the Govern- 
ment well provided for? Are not these agents part of 
the people, selected by the people themselves, and re- 
sponsibleto them for the performance of the various 
trustscommitted to their charge? I can casily conceive 
how an absolute monarch or despotic master could 
wield the rod of tyranny over his dependent sub- 
jects or slaves;. but who before ever heard of a free 
and independent people playing the tyrant over 
themselves? “With as maed propriety might the 
Provincial Congress be accused of tyranny and 
cruelty, for calling upon and compelling the eiti- 
zens to go forth and peril their lives in the battle 
field of our Revoluion, as to accuse the Admini- 
stration now of being regardless of the people’s best 
interest, because that Administration is endeavoring 
to render safe and successfui the operations of Go- 
vernment. 

Surely, whatever is done for the henefit of the 
Government redounds to the benefit of the people. 
Our Government, thank God! bas no separate ex- 
istence, disconnected from the peuple. They are 
one and indivisible. They are legitimately and, f 
trust, indissolubiy comerted together, and orga- 
nized to suiteach other, in pursuance of the free 
and unbiassed will of the people; and whom God 
has joined together, let no man dare to put asunder. 
Is it right to create jealousies in the minds of the 
people against their Government, for the purpose 
of destroying their confidence in it? Does not such 
a course smack very much of that Tago spirit 
which would. poison confidence in the purest and 
most unsullied happiness, by destroying confidence 
in the constancy of the mest guileless innocence? 

But it is said that the first message to this Con- 
gress “ virtually asserts that the Government was 
@reated to take care of itself, and not the people, 
and that the President, therefore, leaves the people 
toshift for themselves.” Let us recur to the ob- 
jectionable paragraph in the message, and hear it 
speak for itself. ft is as follows: 

“Those who look tothe action of this Government 
for specific aid to the citizen to relieve embarrass- 
ments arising from losses hy revalsicus in commerce 
and credit, lose sight of the ends for which it was 
created, and the powers with which it is clothed. 
Tt was established to give security. to us all in our 
lawful and honorable pursuits, under the lasting 


‘These are mere Rx- 
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Safeguard of republican institutions. Tt was not 
Mtended to confer special favors on individuals, or 


On any classes of them; to create systems of agri- 


culture, manufactures, or trade; or to engage-in 
them, either separately or. in connection with indi- 
vidual citizens or organized associations. If its 


operations were directed for the bencfit.cf any one- 


class, equivalent favors must, in. justice, be ex- 
tended to the rest; and the attempt to bestow such 
favors with an equal hand, or even to select those 
who should most deserve them, would never be 


successful. All commuonities are apt to look to’ 


Government for too much. Even in our own 
country, where its powers and duties are so strictly 
limited, we are prone to do se, especially at periods 
of sudden embarrassmenis and distress. But this 
ought not tobe, The framers of our excellent Con- 
stitution, and the people who approved it with calm 
and sagacious deliberation, acted, at the time, 
on a sounder principle. They wisely judged, that 
the less Government interferes with private pur- 
suits, the better for the general prosperity. Jis 
not its-legitimate. object to make men rich, or to 
repair, by direct grants of money or legislation in 
favor of particular pursuits, losses not incurred m 
the public service. This would be substantially to 
use the property of some for the benefit of others. 
3ut its real duty—that duty, the performance of 
which makes a good Government the most precious 
of human blessings—is to enact and enforce a sps- 
tem of general Jaws, commensurate with, but not 
exceeding, the objects of its establishment, ahd to 
leave every citizen and every interest to reap, urider 
its benign protection, the rewards of: virtue, indus- 
try, and prudence.” 

I have been unable to discover in this: paragraph 


any thing repugnant to the republican theory of | 


our Government; and the practice ‘of the Govern- 
ment ought to conform to its theory. I make no 
commentary upon it. The argument in the para- 
graph itself, is clear and irresistible in favor of the 
position it maintains. By way of backing it, 
however, with authority, which E know will not be 
questioned, Iwill read a paragraph contained in 


the last Message of the present Governor of Ken- | 


lucky, That gentleman must be faverably known 
upon this floor, as having been lately a representa- 
tive here from that State. His devotion to the 
Whig canse and to Whig principles is well known. 
He is, moreover, much esteemed by all parties for 
his candor, his talents, and his private virmes, 
Mere is the passage in his Message which I al- 
lade to: 

“Already are individaals to be found looking to 
the Government for aid and desiring the benefit of 
relief laws. How much more extensive would 
become this feeling of dependence and this desire 
for legislative interference, if the country had 
to undergo the sudden and unavoidalle pres- 
sure and embarrassment jncident to sach an 
operation. So far as if can’ be accomplished, 
overnment shouid prevent all occasion for a 
aliance upon it for relief. It should, however, at 
the same time, he understood cistinetly that it has 
ne constitutional power or right in any possible 
state of things, to interfere between man and man 
in relation to their private contracts. It is not pro- 
per to repair private losses incurred in any pursuit 
whatever, by enacting laws to cperate in favor of 
one at the expense of another class of citizens. 
That would be virtually to take the property of one 
citizen and apply it lo the use of another. The 
Government ought never to interfere with private 
pursuits; its real duty is to have and enforce a 
general system of laws, operating equaliy upon all, 
and to leave every citizen and every interest nnder 
its influence and protection to secure the advan- 
tages resulting from the exercise of economy, pru- 
dence, and industry. Whenever the conviction is 
fally impressed cn the public mind, that no legis- 
lation for the exclusive benefit of the debtor portion 
of the community-can take place consistently with 
the spirit of the Constitution, or the fair demands 
of an honest y, even in periods of the greatest 
derangement and dis'ress, every ciuzen, instead of 
relying cn temporizing expedients and relief laws, 
will feel that his sure and only dependence is on 
his own industrious exertions, ‘aided by prudence 
and persevering economy.” 


H 


“unjust discrimination as to: the’ character «0 


| ment. 


the charge'that the. President has recommended: a 


funds: tobe made’ receivable for ‘the public dies; 
the effecl'of which, it is insisted, would be to-pro-’: 
vide-one.currency for the Government: and another 
forthe people. - Let-us see, for a’ moment, how 
this matter stands.” Tn his ‘last Message, ‘the! Presi- 


| dent makes no allusion tothe character of the 


currency to be received; consequently, “he cannot 
be charged with unjust discrimination in that docu- 
In his Message to'the special session of Con- 
gress, he recommends the reception of “specie or its 


. equivalent,” gold'and silver, or “bank notes actually 


convertible into specie;” the latter to be received 
under such circumstances. ‘as will “allow of their 
early presentation for payment.” ‘Here seems to 
be no unjust discrimination, nor.iny beyond the 
former practice of the Government.. The former 
laws of Congress on this subject ‘declare, .‘ that if 
hank notes are paid in the transactions of -the 
Government, it must be.under such circumstances 
as to enable the holder to convert therm into specie 
without depreciation or delay. Surely gentlemen 
would not have: the President to recommend: the: 
reception of depreciated bank paper not “‘redeema-: 
ble, upon demand, in specie.” “This he opposes in 
his Message, and assigns, in my judgment, the best 
of reasons: that such a course “would, without the 
excuse of war or public. distress, destroy that 
equality of imports and. identity of commercial 
regulation, which lie at the foundation of our-Con- - 
federacy, and would offer to each State. a ‘direct 
temptation to increase its foreign trade, by depre- 
ciating the currency received. for duties: in its 
ports; that “such a proceeding would also, in a 
great degree, frustrate the policy so highly che- 
rished, of infusing into our cireulation a larger 
proportion of the preciousmetals.” ‘Such seem to be 
the sentiments of the President, against which it 
would, to my mind, be very difficult to raise any 
reasonable or valid objections. In many of the 
cities and towns of the nation, the chief currency - 
for “common hand to hand transactions,” consists 
of individaal and corporate tickets, redeemable, 
not in money, but in irredeemable, depreciated: 
bauk paper. The people take them from ‘choice, 
10 answer the purposes of change; but is: that any 
reason why the Government should take such pa~ 
per? Could she tender such paper to her creditors 
without subjecting herself to the merited charge of. 
fraud? and would her creditors receive such paper 
when they have the common right of every citizen 
to demand gold or silver, if they choose to. dg..so? 
As an individual, I may receive for my debts what- 
ever I please; irredeemable depreciated paper if 
I choose. In performing the trust of am agent in 
collecting money for another, I would not dare 
to receive such paper, unless I intended to make 
it good out -of my own pocket.’ How, then, is an 
agent of the Government to be expected to receive 
such paper? There ean be but one answer given 
to such a qnestion. But suppose the Government 
were to receive such paper for the public dues. 
Would not such a course stand condemned by 
every principle of sound. policy, and be execrated 
by every citizen? Who cannot see the encourage- 
ment that would theréby be given to the emission 
and circulation of such paper? It would soon be- 
come the only circulating medium of the country. 
De we not all look to the Government to discou- 
rage rather than encourage the circalation of such 
a mediam. Sir, the Government is the safest and 
perhaps the only sure check we possess against a 
perpetual flood of inconvertible depreciated paper ; 
which check can only be bronght to operate upon 
such a state of currency by a refusal to admit it in 
the Federal transactions. Such is the opinion of 
very able financiers. And such was the opinion 
of the sage of Montpelier himself. In a letter to 
Mr. C. J. Ingersoll in 1832, in speaking of the 
Convention that framed the Constitution, jn re- 
ference to this subject, he says, that “a virtual 
and incidental enforcement of the depreciated notes 
of State banks, by their crowding out a sound me- 
dium, though a great evil, was not foreseen ; and 
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if it had been apprehended, it is questionable whe- 
ther the Constitution of the United States, which 
had.so many obstacles to encounter, would have 
ventured to guard against it by -an additional pro- 
vision. A. virtual, and it is hoped, an~ adequate 
remedy may hereafter be found in the refusal of State 
paper when debased in any of. the Federal trans- 
actions.” 4 P 

Such was the opinion of Mr. Madison, who is 
yet, I believe, acknowledged to’ be good authority 
with all parties, even with those who have lost all 
confidence in Mr. Jefferson. On this peint the 
President seems to be well sustained by reason, by 
sound policy, and by one of: the most able and pure 
of American statesmen. i 

It has been said that the “ banks will be unable 
to sustain ‘themselves, unless they are inade the 
depositories of the public moneys: that their paper 
will become disparaged and uncurrent, unless we 
impart to them the credit of the Government.” -In 
answer to this I will say, that if making the banks 
the depositories of the. public- moneys would mili- 
tate against either the safety of the Government 
or the prosperity of the people—by putting the 
Government into the power of the banks in such 
manner as to enable. them to arrest-and paralyze 
all her energies, by withholding the deposites when 
needed for the public. welfare, as they might be 
prompted from interest or necessity —or if impart- 
ing to them the Government credit would have a 
tendency to prompt them to over-banking, by in- 
ducing them “to rely too much upon that credit—I 
would not»>make them depositories, though their 
stockholders should be thereby benetited. That 
such would be the direct tendency, we are admo- 
nished by past experience: and, as like ¢auses 
produce like effects, itis but a fair calculation to 
make, that the same system would again produce 
the same consequences. In the creation of those 
banks by the several States, the credit of the Go- 
vernment was never contemplated’ -as one of their 


resources. If their.own, and such other resources. 


as were. contemplated ‘in. their creation, be-insuffi- 


cient to sustain them, their existence is an imposi-- 


tion upon the community in- which they subsist, 
and the sooner they go down the better. Butis there 
nota strong array of- facts against the position of 
those who assume that the Government credit is re- 
cessary to sustain the banks? Since the formation 
of our Government, ‘State banks have only been- 
occasionally resorted to as publie depositories, 
and perhaps. their operations have never been 
more injurious “to. the community or to. their 
own ‘diseredit,- than during those very` periods 
of their connection with ‘the Government. From 
1791 up to 1811, the first Bank of the Unit -d States 
appears to have been the principal depository of the 
Government funds. After the expiration of its 
charter, State banks were selected as depositories, 
and during the time of the performance of: their 
duties as such, they all suspended specie payments, 
and involved the country in distress. 
Bank ot the-United States: and its branches were 
the exclusive depositories of the public moneys 
from 1816:to 1833; when the State. banks were 


again selected for depositories, and: continued to þe- 


employed and to actas such ull May last, when 
the same general suspension again took place, with 
all ourJate and present disasters. following in its 
train. Daring the existence of the- Bank of the 
United States the. State banks were not only ex- 
cluded trom being public depositories, but their 
strength was overshadowed, and their paper to a 
greatextent disparaged, by the operations of the 
Federal bank. Yet, from’ the. time of their reco- 
very from the severe shock given-to:them by that 
institution, which ended with the disasters of 1819 
and 1820, they continued to prosper, and” to per- 
form their functions as. banking institutions with 
much better success than ‘since they were last se- 
lected as Government depositories. The reasons 
ate obvious. : 1 
ceeding with caution asd prudence, and of keeping 


their ‘operations. within their resources, which- 


wholesome restraints were all abandoned when 
they came to rely oh the money and’ credit of the 
Government. But, furthermore, there are now in 
the United States about-eight hundred banks: No 
one, I presume, contemplates the employment of 


. and never to be taken by surprise. 


The late - 


They then saw the necessity of pro-. 
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them all as fiscal agen‘s for the Government. The 
late deposite banks amounted to. something up- 
wards of eighty in number, and {I presume there 
would not again be a greater number employed. 
There would then be upwards of seven hundred 
banks, unprovided for by the Government, to fur- 
nish the country with the greater part of its. circu- 
lation, though laboring under the disadvantage of 
being excluded from privileges enjoyed by- the 
banks selecied, or else they:must go down in con- 
sequence of such exclusion, and leave their worth- 
less paper on the hands of -a suffering community. 
Take eitherhorn of the dilemma, and the argument 
of gentlemen on this point must stand defeated. It 


is, therefore, my sincere conviction that it is better, . 


boti for the Government and the banks, that the se- 
paration take place; and, as the mutual friend of 
both, I -feel myself bound to support. the recom- 
mendations of the Message. i 

Put, it is said, “that the recommendations of the 
President, if adopted and carried out, will make 
dangerous additions to the patronage of the Execu- 
tive, and, therefore, endanger the liberties of the 


` people.” bs 
Now, it seems to. me to be a problem not easily 


solved, that gentlemen who are in favor of the esta- 
blishment of an irresponsible; overgrown, bank 
corporation, to have not only: the custody and con- 
trol of the -whoie’of the public revenues, but the 
power also to break down the State institutions at 
will, and control the whole circulating’ medium of 
the nation, and who are well apprized of -the tre- 
mendous influences which such an institution is. 
able to exert over the fortunes and destinies of the 
people, should be so muchalarmed and horrified 
about the danger of requiring the officers of the 
Government, who already collect her moneys, and 
are responsible for the discharge of their duties, to 

keep safely those moneys collected by them, for a 
few weeks or months, and pay them over at once 
to the public creditors, instead of paying them over 
to -the bank depositories. Do we not know, 
from experience and observation, that no influence 
could addso much to the power of the Executive. 
as an alliance with the banking institutions of the 
country. Bank influence is always on the alert, 
It is the most 
subtle, the most active, the mostseductive, and I may 
add, the most corrupting and dangerous of any influ- 
ence underheaven. Suppose an ambitious President 
1n league with the most powerful banking institutions 
of the’ country, in consequence of their being the 
public depositories. The banks, to secure Executive 
favor and advancement, are willing to minister to 
the wishes and ambition ofthe President. Possessing 
the control of the circulating medium of the country, 
they at once have it in their power to unsettle 
the value of the property and fortunes of the. peo- 
ple—to oppress and overawe their debtors and de- 
pendants—to alarm the timid—to bribe the venal 
and corrup!—to interfere in the elections, and sub- 
sidise the ‘press—combining altogether a concentra- 


“tion of power, than which it would be difficult to 


conceive of any thing which could be more alarm-: 
ing to the jealous-defenders of civil liberty. Let 


_it not be said that we shall always find sufficient se- 
| curity against such dangers in the virtue and intel- 


ligence of the people. That isan argument which 
willcut both ways, and be as:much against as in 
favor of the. position of gentlemen, ~ Tt will apply 
with equal foree against the supposed dangers. of 
the system recommended in the Message. Such 
an argument, however, though always forcible and 
entitled to great consideration, is nevertheless very 
far from being conclusive and irresistible. I tell 
you, sir, that the splendor and eclat of a great 
man’s name, when his career is marked and at- 
tended with the triumphal. car of. success, always 
heget in the people admiration and attachment, 
so much so that he will seldom be deserted by the 
people. The leader ofa revolution, if. it. fails to 
succeed, becomes a rebel, and the penalties of a 
traiter are denounced against him. Ifsuccessful, 
he becomes a great patriot, and the father of his 
country’s liberties. Even the plunderer of man- 
kind is said to be made or unmade by the caprise 
of fortune. If his career consist in heading a 
bandili, hesinks into an odious robber, and. is 
banged for his crimes. If in leading a victorious 


. resistance. 


E H: of Reps. 


army, and commanding the ‘destinies: of nations; 
he is dignified with the title of hero, and adinira» 
tion. renders his name immortal. Day-after-day 
are we lectured on the subject of ‘the aggression 
and.dangerous march of Executive power, ~~ Yet 
the late and present Executive have’always had 
arrayed against them the bank influence: of thé 
country. The struggle between the late Prési: 
dent and the Bank of ‘the~. United States. was:long. > 
and tremendous; it was such as’ willbe chronicled. . 
in-our history, as one of the anost memorable_strug-. 
gles. of our couniry—a struggle that exhibits the 
high and’ noble example of an. American Presi- 
dent periling himself.to. save 'his “country from 
being triumphed over by a powerful bank influence, 
when. by propitiating that influence, he could: rio 
doubthave secured himself in the Presidential chair, 
as long as ambition could have desired. Suppose a 
different kind of man had been President; or rather 
suppose the President the same man, with all his 
extraordinary advantages, but metamorphosed ‘into 
a different character; with the desirés and ambition 
of an usurper. Suppose him young and daring, 
and ambitious, panting like Cæsar or Cromwell 
for power and political glory; and, once obtaining 
power, detérmining. never ‘again to surrender it. 
Such a.President would have lost no time in-en- 
listing:in his support such an irresistible and pow- 
erful-ally, Possessed of the double influence’ ofthe 
bank interest, and his own extraordinary weight. 
of character, he ~would. have kept steadily in view. 
a Continued increase and accumulation of- that ins 
fence, until the people would have been shackled 
with the bonds of slavery. He would.-have pro- 
cured from Congress arecharter of the institution, 
with additional grants of power, first perhaps for a 
definite, but at length for an indefinite period, pro- 
curing from time to time additional grants of pow- 
er, as.every addition o! strength given to’ the bank 
would also’ bean addition of power to the Execu- 
tive arm. The bank, knowing well its stay and sup- 
port, would always be ready to minister tohis ambi- 


` tion or his vengeance. Such being the case, the Catos 


of American freedom might in vain make a show of 
Their puny and inefficient efforts 
would’soon be quelled. In vain might the people’ 
mourn. the subversion of their institutions, and: 
sigh over their liberties lost, and gone ‘for 
ever.. Do you think, sir, this picture is alto-. 
gether imaginary? Consult. the- pages- of. his 
tory, and you will. find that examples. are. 
abundant to warn you of such dangers... It 
is important, sir; that. the. Government,should 
have the control of her depositories. “It should 
never be in the power of the banks.to control the 
Government; nor should the Government have de- 
positories which she is nnable to control. ‘The 
people, through their Government, should keep all 


; power Within‘their own hands, and any delegation 


of powers to Gihers, in such manner as to put the 
powers delegated beyond the control of the people’s 
representatives in Congress, is, at first blush, @.vior. 
lation of the doctrines-of democracy... ‘Those*doc- 
trines always. contemplate that the people. shall ` 


_Teserve to themselves at least-a’supervisory power - 


to control the: action of their répresentatives in 
Congress, and any delegation of power by Con- 
gress, whether to corporations or others, placing it 
beyond the power of the people. to exercise such 
supervisory control, is a violation of the doctrines 
of democracy. 'To those doctrines I am bound to 
subscribe, to support and defend them regardless - 
of consequences. They are not only approved of 
by my coolest reflection and best judgment, but 
they are endeared to°me by my education and 
former relations in life. They were the first poe. 
litical lessons ever taught me, and they have grown 
with my growth, and strengthened with my strength. 
Every dictate. of my judgment, whether. derived 
‘from predilection, from reason, or experience, ad- 
monishes me that I ought not to depart from those 
doctrines. Sofar as regards my action as a repre« 
sentative, these sentiments are greatly strengthened 
by the obligations. of duty. - My constituents.are, 
unequivocally, democratic in their opinions and 
predilections, -They, moreover, cccupy a position 
peculiarly favorable to the open exercise and eg- 
pression of those epinions, free from the control of 
extraneous circumstances. There is no bank loe, 
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- cated within the borders of my district, nor any 
other corporation, arrogating to itself exclusive 
privileges, and corrupting the minds of the people 
with its baneful mfluence. PERS 

Nevertheless, I am not one of those who are op- 
posed to all corporations. J would not indiscrimi- 
nately oppose their creation, nor would I wage a 
war of extermination against them after they are 
brought into existence. 

‘has been expedient or inexpedient, whether the re- 
sult of good or bad policy, they should, neverthe= 
less, be protected in the proper exercise of their 
legitimate powers. But their abuses should be co-1 
rected, and their evils and defects guarded against 
in the. creation of others. A full and complete su- 
pervisory control over them should never he lost 
sight of in their creation. 

I now beg leave to recur to the conviction ex- 
pressed by me in- the outset, that nothing else than 
a general reform in the present banking system of 
he United. States can save the country from the 
frequent recurrence of the same pecuniary embar- 
rassments which have heretofore so often afflicted 
it. By a reform in the banking system, Iam very 
far from meaning its annihilation. The benefits 
of a well regulated credit system, as the legitimate 
offspring of fair trade, must be obvious to all con- 
versant with the condition of our Widely extended 
and great commercial country. A stable and 

‘sound currency. is necessary to: the health and 
vigor and usefulness of the credit system. This 
can never be attained under the auspices of the 
present banking system of the United States. One 
vf two alternatives must follow. Either we must 
hereafter continue to be afflicted with the same 
currency evils to which the country has heretofore 
been subjected, or else we must set about a reform 
of the currency, by placing it on a better basis than 
now supports it. This improvement might, no 
doubt, be effected by various means, the adoption 
of any one of which would accomplish the object 
desired. One means of improvement, which I will 
suggest, would. be “the establishment of all banks, 
in future, upon State capital alone, and a determi- 
nationon the part of the States to create no more 
private or individual corporations for banking pur- 
poses. A diseased state of currency is chiefly the 
result of over-banking. This is prompted by 
individual interest, an inordinate desire on the 
part of bank stockholders to profit by their bank 
credits. A system which commits the currency of 
the country to the care of speculating capitalists, 
and then shields them from individual responsi- 
bility, is monstrous. By establishing banks in fu- 
ture upon State capital, exclusively, these evils 
would be avoided. The banks would then belong 
to the people, and the faith of the respective States 
would be pledged for the redemption of their paper. 
Public confidence in their paper would always be 
sustained. The bank profits paid by the people as 
a tax upon their currency, instead of being applied 
to enrich individual stockholders, would be placed 
m the treasuries of the respective States, and re- 
lieve the people, to a great extent, from direct taxa- 
tion. And, sir, if a national bank were to beor- 
ganized by Congress, | should greatly prefer it to 
be based principally upon a due proportion of the 
capital of the respective States. I believe that a 
safe and useful institution of that character could 
be organized, and I find I am not singular in that 
belief. But I cannot now go into this subject. In 
support of the main point, I beg leave to read an 
extract from.a very able report of a commitlee of 
the Maryland Legislatnre ‘relative to the esta- 
blishment of a State bank and a national curren- 
cy.” The committee, in giving their opinion, al- 
lude to a strong and well written article in the 
Quarterly Review as sustaining the conclusion to 
which they arrive. This report seems to have 
bad an extensive circulation, and to have been 
much considered by the public. For the present 
use of it I am indebted to Mr. L. D. TEAcKLE of 
Maryland, who has transmitted a memorial to this 
House embracing this report, and much valuable 
information on the subject of banking, for which I 

- return him my thanks. 

“The propriety of improving the principle of 
banking, for the common benefit of the whole 
country, has extensively engaged the public atten- 


Whether their creation | 


The extract is as follows: - 


tion in England; and among the number of valua- 
ble essays which have appeared in the discussion 
of that topic, an article from the pen of ‘an emi- 
nent writer in the Quarterly Review is most con- 
spicuous.” 6 ; ; 

In the prosecution of the subject, he speaks of 
the injurious operation of ‘the present banking sys- 
tem in England, which is mainly that which pro- 
duces a similar influence in the United States, upon 
the interest of land and labor, and of its tendency 
to accumulate -the mass of circulating medium in 
the cities, in contradistinclion with a public bank 
with branches in the different parts of the country, 
as follows: ; 7 ` 

“ Hence the productive classes, and more espe- 
cially the class engaged in agriculture, can nó 
longer command that accommodation whith they 
had been accustomed to receive. The operations 
of productive industry are thus impeded by the 
withdrawal of that capital which used to feed 
them. “To this cause must also be ascribed the 
glut of money in the city market, which has ren- 
dered it extremely difficult to employ it to advantage, 
and has consequently reduced very greatly the rate 
of interest in the city, while money is séarce and 
dear in: the country. 

“We consider it, then, as quite evident, ‘that the 
owners of money are to the full as much interested 
as the owners of land and the owners of labor, in 
resisting exclusive privileges, which prevent or im- 
pede the formation of safe establishments for 
granting loans for the benefit of the State. Such 
institutions would instantly infuse new vigor into 
the industry of the nation; animate the drooping 
energies of those who are engaged in the cultiva- 
tion of the soil, and open a wide field for the profit- 
able employment of the capital of the country; and 
by giving a new direction as well as a new impulse 
to industry, establishments of this nature would 


‘also prove the means of augmenting the national 


revenues. Increased productiveness would neces- 
sarily ke followed by an increased consumption of 
commodities; this would open a new source of re- 
venue to the State. An increase of revenue thus 
obtained would enable the Treasury to bring into 
action the latent resources of the country, and to 
promote the general prosperity. 

“It would thus appear that there is no class, 
and, with the solitary exception of the proprietors 
of bank stock, there is no individual, who would 
not be benefited either directly or indirectly, by the 
introduction and discreet extension of the great 
principle in question. Such institutions would 
Cause the prostrate and despairing and’ oppressed 
classes to be once more visited by the encourage- 
ment of hope; the industrious and frugal they 
would present with at least an opportunity of 
emancipating themselves from the thraldom and 
misery into which they have sunk; to the owners 
of capital, laid out in land or in other investments, 
they would be found the source of an improved 
revenue; and, finally, by multiplying the ` products 
of industry, they would yield an additional revenue 
to the State.” . 

“It is understood that the odium excited by the 
inordinate privileges of the moneyed community 


largely contributed to the reform in England; and’ 


to a similar cause may be traced the French revo- 
lution; as the exemption from taxation enjoyed by 
the privileged orders of France, was, in effect, and 
actual substance, the same as a cession here of a 
sovereign right to a ‘favored few’ to tax the many 
for their special and exclusive benefit. And the 
privileged orders of corporators, in contemplation 
of this view, constitute the moneyed aristocracy, or 
idle and luxurious, who consume the fruits of the 
laboring classes, without contributing to their pro- 
duction. And this brings us to the original propo- 
sition, and to the conclusion that, if banks be né- 
cessary for the convenience of commerce, and the 
support of industry, let them-belong to the States, 
and let the revenues derived from the voluntary 
contributions of the borrowers, be justly distributed 
for the common benefit of all the people. The 
committee, in support of their opinion, refer par- 
ticnlarly, as the strongest case in point, to the Bank 
of the State of South Carolina, which is founded on 
the principle proposed, and which, through a suc- 


' cessful course of twenty. yeats, ha 


lized ‘the expectations of its projectors: ’ ee 

In support of the conclusions of the’ ‘committee, 
they submitted with their report various extracts 
from letters of distinguished statesmen, from which 
I have selected the following, being “only ‘sucha: 
relate to the Bank of South Carolina: ; 


| From the late -Governar of South Carolina, ` naw @ 


Senator in. Congress. : ne 

’ : *Wrasuineron, Feb. 11, 1832... 
Dear Sir: I received your esteemed ` letter; to- 
gether with your report upon the subject.of a State 
Bank in Maryland. .The scheme. proposed: con- 
forms very much with the character of our bank, 
from which we have derived large annual profits 
since its establishment, nearly twenty years ago, 
and the whole fiscal concerns of. our State are 
passed through the public bank, which belongs: to 
the State exclusively.” 


“Gov. James Hamilton, Jr. transmitted the 


. usual Message to the Legislature of South Carolina, 


on the 29th November, congratulating that body 
on the abundant productiveness of the State Bank.” 


From a representative in’ Congress from S. Carolina.’ 


“From authentic information and official docu- 
ments, it appears that the success of the State 
Bank of South Carolina has been continuous and 
uniform throughout a course of nearly ‘twenty: 
years; during which" it had to encounter-the trying 
fluctuations of the money market, which brought 
the Bank of the United States: to. the very verge of: 
dissolution, and all the revolutions and’ Vicissi- 
tudes of trade and commerce from 1812 tothe 
present time, including the disastrous ‘years of 
1819, °20, 125, and °26, from. which it’ seems that 
the intrinsic merit and solidity of principle-have 
been the main pillars of its support.” = o= i 

In addition to the foregoing extracts, 1 wilt- add 
the following from the present Governor of- South 
Carolina, who states, in his last Message, that the 
“liabilities of the banks of that State to all others 
than their stockholders, amount to $7,772,554 85; 
their whole assets: $19,256,162 78; whole secu- 
rity to holders of notes and depositors, including 
individual liability of their stockholders to double 


the amount of -their'stock, exelusive of. the State: 


Bank, $34,438,364 78.7 -t To: this “(is stated’ in 


his message) must be added the pledge ‘of the State: 
South: 


for the liabililies of thé Bank ‘of the State of 
Carolina.) pfs ae ae Ror ; 
It would seem, from the’ foregoing statemenits,: 


- that South Carolina ‘has acted with. wisdom ‘and 


prudence’ on the subject of. banking, and I am: 
much surprised that more. of our States have ‘not 
heretofore followed her example. ar 
But, sir, if the States will continue to-create pri- 
vate corporations for banking purposes, let them 
reform our banking system, by establishing those 


institutions upon principles different from those. on’ 


which they are now based. Let the corporatois 
be placed upon the same footing, and be made re- 


sponsible in the same manner to the community as _ 
copartners engaged in other pursuits. If a com= 


pany of individuals associate themselves’ togethar 
as merchants, each and-all of them are liable for 
the debts of the concern. ' 
partner responsible for the debts and liabilities in- 
curred by the firm. 


empted from this responsibility. Banking, like:the 


The law makes’ each: 


There is no reason why ai 
company of bankers should be individually ‘ex: 


vending of merchandise, is but a trade, a business, « 


carried on for the purposes of profit; and a'single 
bank may do more injury to the community than: 
could be done by fifty’ merchants. “ Stockholders’ 


should, therefore, be individually. responsible ‘for 


the liabilities of the institution, atleast: to double: | 


or triple the amount of their stock subscribed." Hf, 
in addition to this, they were prohibited from com- 
mencing banking operations until three-fourths of 
the stock subscribed shall have: been actually arid: 


availably paid in; their issues not allowed to exceed” 


the amount of specie on hand:beyond a. reasonabl 
proportion; their dividends and profits limited to: a 
certain per cent. beyond which: the . stockholders 
should in no event:be allowed to receive any thing; 
and the directors excluded from all stock, 

ing accommodations; the community wow 
some security against imposition, and the 
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ofthe currency would be. greatly. ameliorated. 
The paper of such an institution would always 
command the most implicit. confidence on the part 
of the public, without which no bank can be other- 
wise than an injury to the community in which it 
exists, -In this, sir, J suggest nothing more than 
what is, perfectly practicable—nothing beyond what 
may be effected by close, well guarded restrictions, 
which may easily be rendered efficient by the Le- 
gislatures creating such- institutions, especially if 
they will reserve to- themselves the power at all 
times fo.correct errors in ‘their charters, or abuses 
in their administration. If the States create cor- 
porations for the purpose of enabling them to far- 
nish the community with a currency, they are 
bound by. every consideration, moral and politieal, 
to protect the community against their auses. Itis 
in vain to expect that corporate stockholders, who are 
allowed-to bank as they please, and to whatever ex- 
tent they may desire, and be at the same time indi- 
vidually irresponsible, will ever heed the public 
welfare, or neglect to sacrifice it whenever it hangs 
heavily on their prospects of -gain, or comes in col- 
lision with their interest. They will always be too 
mindful of their own interest to. keep watch over 
that of the public.- As was said with great truth 
by Scotland’s bard, : a 

uf Mankind are unco weak, 
And little to be trusted : 


If self the wavering balance shake, 
`. We rarely rightadjusted. > = 


REMARKS OF MR. DUNCAN, 

i a Or Onto, 

t the House of Representatives, Dec. 18, 1837—On 
the resolution offered by Mr. Haynes of Geor- 
gia, which was as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That so much of the President's Mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing con- 
nected therewith ; to the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys, and'every. thing connected therewith; and 
so- much asrelates' to the Bank of the United States; 
be:réferred: to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. DUNCAN said it was-not his wish to detain 

the committee; he merely wished ‘to. correct. some 
errors which the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Reed,) had fallen into, in point of fact, in rela- 
tion to the political or party character of the standing 
committees of ,this House—statements which, if 
true or uncorrected, were calculated, coming from 
the source they did, to injure the character of the 
Speaker by whom they were appointed—to preju- 
dice the Democratic party, and the Adminisiration 
whom it is said (by the Opposition) the committees 
favor, without regard to principle, or the sacred 
nature of theirduties. The gentleman objecis to 
referring the résolution in question to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. “It is an improper com- 
mittee, because there is a majority of it that are in 
favor of the Administration.” He says all the 
committees, or nearly so, are of the same cha- 
racter. He said the time had come when the two 
great contending parties of this nation were nearly 
equal, and he thought the character of the standing 
committees, with regard to party, onght also.to be 
as nearly equal. Indeed, said Mr. D., the burthen 
of his song, and the volume’ of his speech, con- 
sisted in coniplaints and charges of the inequality. 
of the committees in a party sense. 
plaints have gone abroad, swift. as: the mail can 
carry) them; they are now spread over the 
country; and while I -am now correcting his 
‘errors, his political friends are weeping over 
the vast injustice which he represents to 
have been done to the Opposition by the partial and 
unequal party character of the standing committees. 
How stands the matter? Let us disclose the facts 
as-they are; and in doing so, I’ do not intend to 
charge the gentleman with wilful misrepresenta- 
tion: -I think. him above doing any thing disho- 
norable’té° his age, his occupation, the office he 
holds, or-the Seat he occupies. But how are the 
facts in relation to the party character of the com- 
mitteesin:‘question? =- ` fe Ey hee 

Mr. Ds read from the list, which is as follows: 

'JY.-The Conimilitee of Elections presents a majo- 

rity in favor of the Administration. >- — - 

<9, The Comntittee-of ‘Claims, for the Opposition. 


His com- 


3. The Committee of Ways and Means, for the 
Administration. j AREE 
. 4. The Committee on Revolutionary Claims, for 
the Opposition. ` < 
5. The Committee on Commerce, for the Admi- 


` nistration. 


6. The Committee on Pablic Expenditures, for 


‘the Opposition. - ; 


7. The- Committee on the Public Lands, for the 
Administration. ` ae 

8. The Commiltee on Public Land Claims, for 
the Opposition... ` l f 

9.. The Committee on the: Post Office and Post 
Roads, for the Administration. : 3 


10. The Committee on Manufactures, for the | 


Opposition. ; 

11. The Committee for the District. of Columbia, 
for the Administration. i 

12. The Committee on Agriculture, for the Op- 
position. : f 

13. The Committee on the Judiciary, for the 
Administration. 


14. The Committee on the Militia, for the Oppo- | 


sition. 

15. The Committee on Indian Affairs, for the 
Administration. oe oe x! 

16. The Committee on Territories, for the Op- 
position. 

17. The Committée on Military Affairs, for the 
Administration. . - 

18. The Committee on Invalid Pensions, fer the 
Opposition. ore 

19. The Committee on Naval Affairs, for the 
Administration. 

20 The Committee on Roads and Canals, for 
the Opposition. ‘ 

21. The Committee on Foreign Affairs, for the 
Administration. 

22. The Committee on Revisal and Unfinished 
Business, for the Opposition. 

23. The Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
for the Administration. A 

24. The Committee on Expenditure in the War 
Department, for the Opposition. f 

25. The Committee on Patents, for the Admi- 
nistration. 7 ; 

26. The Committee on Expenditures for the Navy, 
for the Opposition, as : 

27., The Committee on the Public Buildings and 
Public Grounds, for the Administration. D) 

28. The Committee on the Expenditures in the 
Department of the Post Office, for the Opposition. 

29. The Committee on Accounts for the Admin- 
istration. . ; 

30. The Committee un Mileage, for the Admuinis- 
tration. 

31. The Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Department of State, forthe Administration. 

32. The Committee on the Expenditures.of the 
Department of the Treasury, for the Administra- 
tion. : ` 

33. The Committee on the Expenditure on the 
Public Buildings, for the Opposition, 

This last is an entire whole-hog modern Whig 
committee. Thus, with the exception of the three 
next preceding the last, we sce that the committees 
run pari passu so far as party is concerned. . Now, 
sir, what has become of the gentleman’s lamenta- 
tions about injustice to the minority in the appoint- 
ment of committees. They have gone abroad like 
other Federal howlings,.to have their effect on sub- 
sequent elections. I would not have been so mi- 
nute in presenting the errors contained in the mem- 
ber’s remarks, but for the daily efforts used to send 
abroad such misrepresentations for the purpese of 
destroying the influence of the Administration and 
bringing it into disrepute with the people. Here 
are letters and figures, which show, to the under- 
standing of all who may see them, that the whole 
groundwork cf an hour’s labor to bring the honora- 
ble Speaker and the Administration inte disrepute, 
is without existence. I say daily are such misre- 
presentations sent to every part of the country—to 
the fireside of the rich and the poor; and that, too, 
‘at the expense of the people, for no other than the 
unhallowed purposes of political delusions 

A word of and to the gentleman from Indiana, 

Mr. Ewing.) He objects to the reference in 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. . 
Reference of Presidents Message—Mr. Duncan. : l 


and, 


_ Hoof Reps. 


and Means as- a party committee; unworthy “the. 


; confidence of the- House or.:the people: “They 


have administered to. the people, and. theit doses” 
have been found wanting.” “We have had to 
swallow their doses; they. are bitter doses; they. 


: nauseate, without relieving. “The people -have-re- - 


jected them as inapplicable to the complain 
the dogs with their medicine.” : Sir; it-is notomy 
businéss, said Mr. D., to defend the committee from. 
abuse and dewaction.. Each of them. is.more-able 


| to defend himself than I am; nor does -such abuse. 


require defence or answer; it carries with. it“ its 
own antidote with all intelligent, honorable, aud 
high. minded people. I only think. it necessary ` 
here to say thatsthe Committee of Ways and: 
Means is a finance’ committee, and: the- coni- 
mittee to which all financial matters ought :to 
be and always have. been. referred. © This is 
the regular channel through © which’. regular 
financial business ‘flows to the House or Senate; 
whether presented for the consideration of Con- 
gress by the President of the United States, the 
Fleads of Departments, members of either branch 
of Congress, or by private individuals; and Mr. D. 
saw no necessity new for crossing the usual chari- 
nels of legislative business merely to. gratify: party 
hostility and vindictive whims. Mr. D. said he 
had-some professional advice to give his friend 
from Indiana; and Mr. D. hoped he would receive - 
itin a kind spirit, as. that. was- the- Spirit: in 
which it was offered, and no charge or fee 
should be -made. He. would recommend: to’ 
his friend the political doses prepared and 
prescribed by the Committee of Ways and Means. ° 
The gentleman would eventually find them-to be 
well calculated to improve his political health.: 
True, they would be nauseous for a while. It was- 
proper that they should beso. It was a wise order 
of Providence that ail valuable medicines, such as 
were intended for the cure of obstinate diseases, 
were nauseous and sickening, disagreeable to the 
taste and offensive to the smell. If it were other- 
wise, their constant and daily use for trifling 
causes would render them useless for the purposes 
for which they were made; for it was a principle ` 
in the animal économy to adapt itself to the use of 
almost any application to the destruction of the 
effect of that application. . Hence the -obvious ne- 
cessity for.those peculiar qualities of the most-valu- 
able medicines. Political matters:-were so arranged: 
that the gentleman was compelled to. take the :¢om~ 
mittee’s doses, let the. quality and quantity: be what 
they might, nolens volens... There was no let-up'in 
the matter: the people had so ordered it, and. 
tke gentleman ought. to -be satisfied... He 
ought to take them in a spirit. of resignation; : 
moreover, inasmuch as the people had 
indirectly appointed them the political physicians 
to constitute the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to preseribe for him, he is, in conformity with the 
fundamental principles of the Constitution and 
Government he has sworn to support, bound to 
take -their prescriptions in perfect confidence aad 
good faith. Faith is all-important-in things that 
relate to time as well- as to eternity. The great 
miracles. that were wrought in. the days of the 
Apostles were wrought by faith. If my. friend 
wishes the full benefit of the committee’s prescrip- 
tions, he must have faith. True, the gentleman is. 
laboring under very malignant and obstinate poli- 
tical maladies, and those too of long-standing. 
Still Mr. D.. would’ unhesitatingly give it as his 
professional opinion, that if his friend would take 
in good faith the committee’s prescriptions, he 
would recover. The modus operandi, it was said 
by eminent physicians, of calomel and other mer 
curial preparations, was to produce a new disease, 
that is, a mereurial disease, which neutralizes. and 
counteracts: the disease. which the mercury . was 
given to cure; and this from a principle of the 
animaleconomy, that the human system will not en- 
tertain two diseases at one and the same time. The 
mercurial disease being the more potent, the natural 


„disease is ejected, and the patient has only to recover 


from the mercurial disease, (which“he is almost 
sare to do,) and the consequent debility thereupon, 
which is soon ‘overcome by a judicious administra- 
tion of the appropriate tonics. The modus opex 


¢ ; c 
- question. He denounces the Committee of Ways | yandi of the committee's prescriptions to my friend; 
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will be similar to that just described, A new 
political disease will be formed, which will take the 
place of that under which he now labors; and he 
will be restored. The artificial disease which se- 
cures restoration will probably be Leco Foco, for 
anexplanation of which I would refer my friend 
to the member from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) in 
whose keeping the term seems to be. Should my 
friend from Indiana pursue the course here pre- 
seribed, there is no doubt in my mind of his per- 
fect restoration. The wounds, bruises, and putre 
fying sores, that now beset him from the crown of 
his. head to the soles of his feet, will disappear; the 
soales will fall from his eyes, the leprosy will 
depart trom his body, and the polluted, sickening 
and pestilential waters of Federalism, that inundate 
his system, will dry up; and, before the end of the 
present session, he will come out a healthy, sound, 
and energetic whole hog Jackson Van Buren anti- 
bank Democrat, from head to heels. 

Mr. D. said he was bound to notice some hard 
things that fell from the mouth of the member from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) who immediately preceded 
the two gentlemen that he (Mr. D.) had in part, 
but imperfectly, responded to The member com- 
menced his speech on the President’s Message, by 
uniting with the President in prayer and thanksgiv- 
ing (I hope he is not ironical) fer the happy, healthy 
and prosperous condition our country is in at this 
time. The gentleman may be sincere, but this re- 
cognition on his part of happiness and prosperity 
for which he professes so devoutly to thank his 
God, does not correspond with the Federa! howling, 
weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth with which 
our ears have been greeted or rather grated for the 
last six months by him and his party, for the mìs- 
fortunes and ruin of our poor country, by a profli- 
gate and worthless Administration, as they say, and 
in which howling the member has always been fore- 
most and loudest. 1 think there is a Divine decla- 
ration thatthe prayers of the wicked avail not; 
how far this declaration may apply to the gentle- 
man’s case I know not; it is sufficient for me to know 
that we are enjoying temporal happiness beyond any 
people on the face of the earth, and that there never 
was a greater abundance of all the comforts of life 
in our country, at any one time, than we now en- 
joy; fer which, I trust, we all feel that thankfal- 
ness and gratitude. which. become the people of a 
civilized and christian nation, to the Giver of all 
Good. But the member no sooner finishes his de- 
votional exercises than he deserts the President, 
and denounces his message as “a poor thing,” 
a “poor neglected thing,” a Loco Foco document, 
and the author of ita vile demagogue. Jn rela- 
tion to the quality of the Message, Mr. D. had 
come to a different conclusion; and he was happy 
to say he was not alone in that opinion. He had 
that morning received several letters from his 
friends that he had the honor to. represent, whose 
talents and whose capacity to judge in these mat- 
ters would atleast compare with the member's, who 
united in their commendations as well of the mea- 
sures recoynmended in it as the trae Republican 
principles it contains; he had also reccived several 
respectable newspapers from various sections of 
the State he had the honor in part to represent, all 
of which concurred in the same high opinion of 
the Message. “ But it was a poor neglected thing.” 
How neglected? Not by the people. Every hour fur- 
nished intelligence that it was hailed by the friends 
ofequal nghts,and the supporters of the Constitution. 
‘When, then, or how, has it been neglected? Not 
by the House, for it had its attention as scon as 
its business would admit-—as socn as the commit- 
tees were formed and reported, the appropriate re- 
ferences were commenced to be made, and that 
would be continued as fast as the vindictiveness 
and hostility of the Opposition would permit, who 
so far seem determined, at all hazard, and at any 
expense, fo cripple the administration, and obstruct 
the regular course of business in this House. The 
member, after denouncing the whole Message in 
these general terms, takes it up by parts and 
denounces it. From page ninth, he reads: “On that 
occasion. (meaning-and referring to the extra sese 
sion) three modes of performing this branch of the 
public..-service (meaning the safe-keeping and 
iénsfer. of: Hepublic moneys) were- proposed!” 


‘our borders in. the Canadas. 


Here the member stopped short, gave us one ofhis 
wondrous wise looks, in which he manifested great 
astonishment and surprise; denounced the state- 
ment of the President as false, and asked emphati- 
cally, and with an air of apparent triumph and 
defiance, “who will or dare say that there were three 
propositions for such a purpose presented to. Con- 
gress at the extra session?” “Who in this House,” he 
repeated, “dare assert such a thing.” I dare assert 
it, (said Mr. D.) and I dare assert it without the 
fear of successful contradiction from any man 
from any quarter. He said he had heard mem- 
bers before use the word dare in a wrong and im- 
proper manner. To saya member dare not do a 
thing, was using language that could not be carried 
ont. It was too strong an expression. There were 
members here who dare say any thing that truth, jus- 
tice, and moral principle did not prohibit. Mr. D. 
said he had surveyed most of the members of the 
House; he, with his eye, measured their length, 
their breadth, their circumference, and their dia- 
meter, aud, more particularly, the eye, which was 
the index to the heart; and he had seen nothing in 
the shape of a modern Whig that ought, for a mo- 
meni, to deter a man from saying any thing. He 
repeated, that he dare say there were three proposi- 
tions before Congress at the extra session, for the 
safe-keeping and the transfer of the public moneys, 
all of which received the attention and the action 
of Congress; and this, too, he dare say on his own 
responsibility, without even turning to the jour- 
nals. The first proposition he would name was the 
Sub-Treasury system, (usually so called,) recom- 
mended by the President in his message. The 
second was a proposition made by a small party 
here, called the Conservatives, which was, in the 
language of the President’s Message, “the revival, 
with modifications, of the deposite system esta- 
blished by the act of the 23d of June, 1836,” etc. 
and the third proposition was a national bank; 
hone of which can be said to have received the 
definite action of Congress except the last named 
propositior; and that, it is hoped, got its last and 
final sentence, and everlasting doom, by a large 
majority ef both branches; so I throw back the 
charge of falsehood upon the member from Vir- 
ginia. i 

When the member finished his daring and ban- 
tering tirade, he amused himself and his friends 
awhile by singing glory and halielujahs to ths re- 
cent Whig victories. This he and his party had a 
right to do when there was any thing that would 
də for an apology fora Whig victory; for they were 

“Like angels’ visits; few, and far between.” 

They came about as often as the locusts, but were 
not quite so destructive as that insect when sent 
upon the Egyptians as a divine curse. 

Here, Mr. D. said, as he was about to trace up 


and present the genealogy of the Whig victories, it 


was necessary for him to explain whathe meant by 
the term, as applied to the party opposed to the 
Administration. He wished it distinctly under- 
stood, that when he used the term Whig it was not 
because there was any applicability in the term, to 
the principles of the Opposition; it was merely to 
accommodate them. The Opposition were in the 
habit of taking to themselves a new name as often, 
at least, as the return of each Presidential election. 
They had nearly exhausted the pelitical vocabu- 
lary. ‘Theytake a name for political effect. They 
ask to be known by it so long as it will-answer that 
purpose, or until it is degraded. ‘The last name 
by which they ask to be known, is “Whig:* not 
that they possess any of the political principles of 


-the patriots of °76, who were known by that name, 


and which was at that time, and really is now, sy- 
nonymous with “Democrat.” 


The term Whig in the United States at this time 
is significant. of Federalist in °96, a term that the 
self-named Whigs of this day were then prond of, 
bat their principles are still the same. Of this 
truth wehave some practical demonstrations. We 
are all aware of a sanguinary war now raging on 
The patriots of 
yanada have snuffed the breezes from our conti 
nent, and caught the spirit of liberty which we 
njoy.. They have, in the language of our gallant 

neestors, pledged their lives,.their fortunes, and 
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their sacred “ho 
are now battling 


sides, (in feeling and spirit) Yow find the Demo- 
cracy on the side of the’ patriots, who are there 
called Whigs; and thé modern Whigs you ‘find ‘on. 
the side of the tools of atistocracy and the minions 
of royalty, there called Tories. I hold in my hand 
one of the most respectable bank organs and Fede- 
ral sheets perhaps in the United States, bearing no 
less title at its head than National Intelligencer, 
which contains a long article (and. favorably re- 
ceived too) denouncing the patriots of Canada as 
radicals, disturbers of the peace, agrarians, etc and | 
in character with the Fanny Wrights and the Loco 
Focos of the United States. Then, sir, we find that 
the Whigs of this country are the Tories of Canada, 
and the Whigs of Canada are the Democracy of 
this country. This is as it always has been, and 
as it will continue to be., I hope now that I am 
understood that, when I speak of the modern Whigs 
as a party, I mean the same party governed by 
the’same principles that characterized the Federal 
party in °96, and who were known by that name. 

But to return to Whig vietories and Whig glory. 
I would advise the Whigs to use their glory spa- 
ringly. I fear-they are too prodigal of it. They ought 
to use it that it may last until next fall; for then the 
people will make them sing glory to the tune of 
* Burns’s Adieu.” I think the experience and 
history of our country furnishes us with but three 
Whig victories. One of these was in the year 1796, 
a triumph over the principles of Democracy that 
will be long remembered, and can only be lost 
with the history of our country; a triumph that let 
loose the foul waters of Federalism to, the inunda- 
tion of the best prospects of. productive liberty. 
This Whig victory gave birth to the alien and sedi- 
tion laws, that constitule, tothis day, and ever will, 
a foul and black spot upon the American statute 
book; which, though they tarnish the proud cha- 
racter of our free institutions, serve as an impe- 
rishable dixit that, great and good as is our political 
fabric, and great as were the sacrifices of life, blood, 
and property by which it was purchased, it is but a. 
human institution; and to preserve it requires, 
nothing short of the vigilance and patriotism that 
wrested it from the hand of tyranny. 

I think the next Whig victory is to be found in 
the chronicles of 1824. This.was a most glorious 
victory, inasmuch as it was a victory over popular 
suffrage. It was worth all the other victories put 
together. It was a. victory of the aristocracy 
of wealth over the democracy of numbers. ‘True, 
it was obtained in direct violation of the spirit and 
meaning of our Constitution, in the abuse of our 
free institutions, and in the face and name, and 
nature of our Government; but this did not make 
the victory the less glorious with those-who can 
stretch the Constitution to the exte.t of. their own 
wishes. The glory of this victory lasted four years, 
and was not unlike a Bacchanalian feast for that 
length of time; but the people, true to their com- 
mon country when it is in danger, rallied in their 
majesty to the polls, and swept from the chéss- 
board the political workers of iniquity of that day, 
and with them their glory. j 5 

We now come to the victories of 1837, to which 
the gentleman has been so long and so loud sing- 
ing glory, assisted by those of his friends who could 
join in the chorus, and those who could not, done 
their part by looking effect to the best advantage. 
Sir, if justice to the subject would permit, I would 
not for a moment disturb the member and his 
friends in the enjoyments of their. supposed victories, 
but I feel bound to make some expositions in 
relation to. the recent elections... The member, in 
his ecstacies, makes some assertions that the true re- 
sults of the recent elections will notbear him out jn. 
He tells usin his shouts of joy. that the people 
have risen in their strength from Maine to Mis- 
sissippi, and denounced the President and his Loco 
Foco Sub-Treasury scheme. I suppose he has re- 
ference to the result ef the elections in Maine, 
New York, and Mississippi. As all this display of, 


' victory and glory. is for. home consumption: and 


party effect, itis a dury I owe to thecause, andthe 
party I support, to give some statisties that: will 
present these elections in a different light, Maine 
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has not polled her strength si "1834; - there has 
been no excitement. in that State since, sufficient to 
draw her voters out; at that time her Democratic 
vote was 38,000, and her: ‘Whig vote 34,000, the 
aggregate 72 000. ‘In. 1837, the:two candidates for 
Governor had about 34; 000 each, it is not known 
which is elected. .The Senate ‘of Maine is de- 

. cidedly : Democratic. -It is evident that - the 
Democratic strength was not at the polls by be- 
tween. four and ” five thousand, while the entire 
Whig strength was: their vote being the same that 
it was in 1834. The absence of the Democratic 
vote can be accounted for from the fact that the 
Democracy of Maine, as well as of every other 
State in the Union, are the laboring classes 
of. -gociety, and never. all turn-out to elections, 
unless there is. an exciting question. 

Flow i is it with New York? By the returns of 
1834, (a“year of -excitement;: and the only: since 
that time,) compared with: the returns of 1837, 
there is an aggregate deficiency of near 54 000 
votes; there isa Democratic deficiency of 41,000, 
and a Whig deficit of 13,000. How, then, let me’ 
ask, can: New York be said to have denounced the 
President and; his Loco. Foco Sub-Treasury scheme? 
Does the result. of the elections in New. York 
either show a. change of political. principle in that 
State, or does: it denounce the President in the 
unmeasured terms. represented . by .the member? 
But how stands. Mississippi ?—gallant. Democratic 
Mississippimust:be lugged ‘into the jubilee ; she 
must ,be, dragged: forward. to. swell: the..Federal 
triumph, for whied this day seems to be set apart. 
It. would“ seem that policy. would have dictated 
a ‘different course. with regard to.. Mississippi, 
lest the- whole object of. all the bacchanalian feasts 
would-be disclosed.to the people.in. whose eyes it 
is intended to. throw dust. 

Itis; well ‘known that Mississippi . has. just 
elected. a. Democratic. Governor by a. large 
major rly.. all Her cabinet officers: and 


3, Denrocratie.. < The Whigs haye iun- 
o Member's. to; Congress, þat. the : 
election was entirely..a one-sided -business...‘The | 
present: worthy: and: talented members (Messrs. 
Claiborne and .Gholson)’. were: elected. in- July. 
‘When they presented. themselves to. be qualified as 
members, an. Opposition member on this floor 
-objected.on-the ground that the election had been 
-ordered . forthe extra. session only, and was, there- ' 
tore, null and:void, ; 
af The objection: was: overruled, but the whole case 
was referred. to the, Committee of . Elections. The 
-Gommittee: reported in. favor of. the sitting.mem- 
fier.a protracted, careful and deliberate 
2x of the whole case and. the circumstan- 
-ces connected ; with it, of both.a .legal.and:constitu- 
tional character, this Plouse: sustained. the. report, 
hese -gentlemen members for the 
entire. _twenty-fifth.. Congress. ‘These gentlemen 
were:.not candidates at. the fall elections. . The. de- 
mperacy of. Mississippivheld. no election for, Cen- 
gressmen; except where they. were unapprised of the 
decision of this House.. -But the modern Whigs-of ; 
‘Mississippi,in character with their party elsewhere, 
regardless: of law-and the solemn. decision. of this 
J g, that, Congress had. not the consti- 
‘tutional sight. to decide upon: the competency. of its 
mbers, (a right, which is- as. palpable and as 
expr ny other power.on the face of that 
insizument, and. until now has never been denied 5) 
went on to.vote for candidates, and havirg no op- _ 
‘position, of. course--elected them. If this be a 
Whig victory, the member and his party. are wel- 
‘come to it, with all the other Victories over which 
they are now glorifying. . But when the free people 
ofthis Union. look at the result, they will say that 
; ‘the Democracy of. Mississippi have gloriously. tri- 
nd. that their Congressional election was 
pasm..of an expiring faction.-: The last 
a party.. which, whether. known. as Fede- 
i ional Republicans, Baik men, Anti- 
fodern . Whigs, have. always been 
h “by. their. unyielding - -and uncompromising ` 
ty to, the, Democrate party ; and the. Democra- ‘ 
neiples, as well.as their law and.constitution- | 
‘al defying-spirit... Somuch, for Mississippi : and. her‘ 
, Fecent elections. Now, sir, E wi ask, in: tae spi 
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pi large: majority, of: both branches. of the legis- | 


aristocracy was spread over the land, 
ruption and bribery of every man, and évery insti-: 
The newspaper presses were bought in the f 
public market,. and in open day, and rived ati 


\ fluence, wassalage and corruption.” 
“seem to be ascommon as thë ordinary day busi- 


APPENDIX to THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Reference of Presidents Message.— Mr. Duncan. ý l 


rejoicing? -Where does the member find’ reason to 
justify the broad assertion, that the people from 
Maine to Mississippi have denounced the President 
or any of his measures? Is there any thing in the 
result-of these elections that would justify the Pre- 
sident in deserting the principles he has always 
practised, the party to which he belongs, and the 
measures upon which he was elected? ‘The people 
will answer this. 

The member has amused us with some fine say- 
ings. and sweet stories in favor, in approbation, and 


in confidence of the dear peop:e, and in confirma- ` 


tion of their capacity for self-government. When 
did the member acquire this late confidence in the 
wisdom of the people, so at war with every princi- 


ple of the party to which he belongs? Will the ` 


member be so goed as to favor us with his expe- 


rience that has brought about this wonderful con- ` 
version, by which he is brought to worship at the - 


shrine of the people’s wisdom? Was it by the glori- 
ous triumph of popular suffrage and the Constitu- 
tion over corruption, coalition and bribery in 
1828, when the. people, in their patriotism, their 
strength and their majesty, crushed at one 
blow the midnight. workers of rbe political 
iniquity, by. which they. were defrauded of 
the . Chief Magistrate’ of their’ choice, 


suffrage secured?. Was it then that the member 
formed his attachments for the dear people, and his 
confidence in their wisdom and integrity? Or was 
it in 1832, when the same people elected the. same 
distinguished individual to the same distinguished 
office, which is the highest in their gift, and the 
highest that man can hold, and that, too, in grati- 
tude for prostrating a faithless institution, that the 
member is now sustaining, to the utmost of his 
ability, in defiance of the thrice expressed will of 
the samé people,. to..whose. wisdom he is singing 
hosannas? Or was it. in 1834, the memorable panic 
era? . This. was a time that tried men’s souls; cor- 


ruption and bribery walked naked,, shameless, and |, 
“The wealth of the | 


fearless, in: the. highways. ` 


to the cor- 


tution. 


midnight in secret corners. The “doubting were: 
made to tremble, and the firm to fear; but still the 
Democracy stood fast; they rallied to the standard 
of the man that never deserted them.in their coun- 
try’s greatest perrils. . The country was saved, ant 
the Constitution was saved. Was it then, I ask, 
that the. member in confidence, and in gratitnde, 
throwed himself into the arms of the people, ant 
embraced. their faith? . 

‘The President, in conformity with the duties he 
owed.to. his country, and the solemn oath he hal 
taken to execute the Jaws andto administer the 


„Government according to the best of his skill ant 


ability, regarded it as an imperious duty to remove 
the deposites of the public money from a faithless, 
worthless, dangerous, and unconstitutional ‘instita- 
tion, that had been vetoed by the people, and by the 
exercise of this duty had drawn upon his devote i 
head the concentrated wrath and indignation of the 


. United States Bank and. the aristocracy of the 


ccuniry; but the old soldier, who knew no fear’ or 


‘any interest except that of. his common country, 


met the storm and triumphed, for he was on the 
side of justice and the people. I ask, was it ther 
that the memper enrolled himself on the side of th: 
people?, or was it the litile, petty, short-lived  WVhiy’ 


\ victories of 1837 that have removed the scales from 
his eyes, and brought him to a sense of the power, 
the wisdom, and the justice of the people? 


“The member seems apt at calling names, an] 


‘with others of his party colleagues here, at prefering 


charges against the Democracy of Executive in- 
These charges 


ness of this. House. I think, sir, charges of this 
kind come from the Opposition in bad taste and 
„Worse time. A party who, (with miany., honorable 
“exceptions, I am happy to say,) ` Jiye, movë, and 


haye their political being, ahd daily Süppert, by: 
and from the banks, No southern slave: whose’ || 


+ ede teint E 


rit of candor, where i is the cause for all this Whig . 


by. the . 
election of Andrew Jackson, and by which. ihe ; 
violated. Constitution was restored, and the right of ` 


“shall: never 


“just described... 


evidence that a man 


bondage is absolute and- unconditional, is more 
under the dominion of his master than han- 
dreds and thousands of that party, (who, by their 
representatives, are daily making . these. charges 
against the Democracy and their represéntatives,) 
are under the controland dominion of: the: banks. 
Look, sir, at their newspaper presses; how f 
they ‘fallen from * the holy < purposes’ fot: 
they. were originally invented nnd established! 
place of being .the mediums through which virtue, 
science, and. general intelligence. is to, flow:to. ‘the 
public mind, they have become the receptacles of 
ali that is abominable i in slander and. vile in. detrac- 
tion. Their columns have become the filthy sters 
and polluted sluices, - through, which:.there.is no 
slander too. base, or, falsehood:.too malignant and 
poisonous, to pass to the destruction. pf: morals and 
the peace-of society. : 

The virtuous and the patriotic. fnd no: advocates 
in them.. The warrior and, the statesman, whose 
lives have been worn down in the. service of. their 
country’s highest. interests, are alike. the subjects of 
their abuse and detraction... And look, sir, at their 
swarms of letter-writers, who annoy you at every 
step and every. corner, who, like lank, lounging, 
hungry dogs, that, lean. upon the: gate ‘posts, and 
yelp.and howl around.this. Capitol, Pand feed. upon 
‘the crumbs that fall from the, tables. of those: who 
-are themselves the,subjeets of bank corruption: and 
‘Federal bribery. I say such. eharges.come in bad 
time and in. bad. taste,from. such. a party.: ‘The 
Democracy: are. emphatically the: freemen. of this 
country, ‘They depend, noton banks. nor.on, the 
smiles. of. the, Aristocracy: for.their maintenance. 
They, depend upon their sweat, their.toil, the fields 
that they have cleared, with their. own hands, and: 
the i eas of Heaven, for all. they have and. all they ©. 
wis 

But the member calls names. He. has le- 
nounced the whole Democratic party, with. a 
bitterness and vindictiveness I. hope unworthy 
of his heart,-as-Leco~#ecos, I-am unacquaint- 
ed with the meaning of the term Loco Foco; 
it is of, @'torighe unknown: to me. - If the term is 
political i in its, signifcalion, and is.expressive of a 
love of liberty, a regard for the support and literal 
‘construction "of. the Nstiition, a, disposition to 
“support ‘our ‘free inStitutions, and an` unyielding 
hostility to a national bank, to odious political dis 
“tinctions, “anconstitutional ‘monopolies, and exclu- 
sive and ‘dangerous Privileges’ ben 


] many, then I ama 
Tam proud of the mame: I hope I 
sé. or: disgrace it. “But I am now 
going’ to tell you, si another thing [dare do. I dare 
pronounce any ian on this ‘floor or ‘elsewhere, a 
base LIAR anda reckless SCOUNDREL, who 
dare, denounce me a Loco Foco, and attach thereto 
any other political rheaning than that which I have 


Loco" Foca, 


“~The miembet pronounces “the President .a vile 
demagogue. I have heard this member before de- 
hounce’ thë dent and all his Cabinet, as'knaves 
-and fools: y.is.the President denounced as 
‘avile'demapogue? T suppose it is because he holds 
the true Democratic doctrine in his Message, that- 


“the soice of the people is thë supreme law of the 


land;” and because he pledges himself to give to 
the measures adopted by Congress his hearty cò- 
“operation, tó the fullest extent which his views of 


the Constitution and his sensé of duty will permit. 


Mr. Chairman, I think | there čan be no better 
a'vile’ demagogue himself, 
than to heat petually ‘denouncing other 
statésmen and politicians without discrimination, 
‘vile deniragogires, Knaves and Jools, who are opposed 
‘to him in poliu 
The world has never been Cleat of, demagogues 
since the first ‘formation of government, .: “Egypt, 
in her first. Government, had her.demagogues. 
Cyrus came near being destroyed bya demagogue. 
Darius fraudulently ascended thè throne of Persia 
by the intrigues of a demagogue. . Carthage had 
“her demagogues, as ‘thé ‘unhappy fate aid misfor- 
3 al, whä subdued the 
ns of. Italy, and carried 
eihian ms to the | gates of Rome, and 
“the “downfall of. her Government, and destruction 


“of her city, will bear ` testimony. "Greece had. her 
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demagogues, as the persecution and death of her 
good, wise, and just Socrates will bear evidence, 
Rome had her demagogues; and the United States 
have their demagogues. wa gry ie” 

If there is any one abominable thing on the face 
of the earth more abominable than another, it is a 
vile demagogue. Kingdoms have been prostrated; 
empires have been dissolved, and Republics have 
been subverted by demagogues. The greatest, 
the wisest, and the most virtuous men that ever 
adomed the human family have been brought to 
poverty, persecution, and death by vile dema- 
gogues. There is no man who now moulders 
with the dead, who was more slandered and 
traduced than has been the statesman, the pa- 
triot, and the philosopher of Monticello, by the 
vile demagogues of the same party to which the 
member belongs. There is no man who mingles 
with the living, who has been more traduced and 
vilified by vile demagogues, of the same party, than 
has been the winter bleached patriot of the Hermi- 
tage, who only lives to link the living with the 
dead, and to tell the stories of the Revolution, and 
the sufferings, hardships, and privations of our 
fathers, with a warm heart, and with living lips. 
Can Mr. Van Buren then expect to escape the 
slander and detraction of vile demagogues? When 
he does, he must know he has lost favor with his 
God and his country. Reward awaits virtue and 
merit. This is a Divine promise. 

The names of those statesmen and patriots, when 
all now living will be mingling with the dust, will 
` occupy a part of the brightest page of American 
history, and will still live in the grateful remem- 
` brances of their countrymen, while the names of 
the vile demagogues who have traduced them, and 
are now slandering them, will be consigned to the 
rubbish of a corner, or only be seen in the polluted 
columns of a bought or bribed and a corrupted 
newspaper. 


REMARKS OF MR. POTTER, 


Or PENNSYLVANIA, 

“Inthe Howse of Representatives, January 4, 1838— 

` In Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union. 

The following resolution of Mr. Haynes being 
under consideration : 

Resolved, That so much of the Presidents Mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing con- 
nected therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys, and every thing connected therewith ; and 
so much as relates to the Bank of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means.” 

On the 19th December, Mr. Cusuinc of Massa- 
chusetts submitted the following resolution as a sub- 
stitute for parts of the resolution of Mr. Haynes: 

‘Wuerxas, the influence of the Executive De- 

` pertment of the Federal Government has, for some 

time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished : 

“ Resolved, therefere, That in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money, be referred to , With 
instructions to report: 

. “First, such method of keeping the public trea- 
sure, effects, and other property, as in the judgment 
of the said committee shall most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare, and to secure the liberties of the 
people; and, secondly, such other reforms in the 
practices of the Government as in their opinion 


shall tend to »ring back the administration thereof 


to the standard of the original purity of the Consti- 
tution.” ” 

Mr. POTTER, being entitled to the floor, rose 
and addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Caairnman: The reading of the Constitution, 
as expounded by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, prefacing the introduction of the 
resolation offered by him, in many points accords 
‘With the Republican code of 1799. Light has bro- 
ken upon ys from a region heretofore hostile to the 

“Cons rvative doctrines of a strict construction of 
the ‘delegated’ powers of the Constitution. All 


mpn e 


| 


Reference of President's Messaze—Mr. Potter. — 


should concur in the soundness of the positions, 
that public opinion is the ultimate arbiter öf every 
measure of Government, and that: a ‘salutary 
jealousy of the encroachments of power is:getmain 
to the preservation of free institutions. Fhe checks 
and balances of power, as delegated tott di- 
nate branches of the Government, must be 


the boundary designated and drawn around them 


by the Constitution, they wander into'a boundless | 


field, susceptible of no clear or accurate definition. 
So long as we preserve the principle “that all pow- 
ers not delegated to the United States by the Con- 
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re- 
served to the States or to the people,” and restrain 
each separate branch of the Government in its con- 
stitutional orbit, the people of this country will be 
free, in the loftiest sense of freedom.” Free to do 
all good; restricted only from evil; every man pur- 
suing the bent of his own genius or fortune; every 
citizen protected by laws inviolable, or whose vio- 
lation is instantly punished, by certain and just pe- 


nalties—we will only cease to be free when the people ` 


becomescorrupt. When that period arrives, freedom 
willnot be foundhere. When you witness the con- 
tumely of man to man; the vindictiveness of popular 
rage; the down cast visage and degraded form 
of the corrupted serf—you may with certainty pro- 
nounce this people are no longer free. 


perance, and truth. The infringement of any of 
the constitutional powers of either of the three 
branches of our Government should be met at 
the threshhold, Ifthe Executive has “in deroga- 
tion of the letter and spirit of the Constitution,” 
trenched on the judicial or legislative powers, it 
should be sternly rebuked, and confined to its 
constitutional boundaries. In doing this, we shoald 
be careful not to inflict a wound upon the princi- 
ples of the Constitution. Republics should guard 
against the danger of faction, and always bear in 


mind, that in the midst of glowing harangues and - 


pompous professions, the most deadly stabs are 


aimed at liberty. Recollect the fate of France: fora ‘ 


time the mightiest of republics; for the mercy of 
heaven the briefest: all was hypocrisy that was not 
horrgr—equal rights were those of equal robbery 
~—liberty veiled her face, and the offerings on her 
violated shrine, were the spoils of patriotism, virtue, 
and honor. 

The reasons assigned for a departure from 
the usual course of reference, demands a care- 
ful and attentive consideration. The truth of 
the bold assumptions, of usurpation of power ‘in 
derogation of the letter and spirit of the Constitu- 
tion,” contained in tne resolution, should be tested. 
That portion of the President's Message, referring 
to the financial relations of the Government, have 
been brought into review, and the recommendations 
of the President arraigned with peculiar asperity. 
It is alleged that en appeal was taken from the 
principles of the Message sent in at the extra ses- 
sion to the people, and that the response has been 
gloriously against the President; that new light has 
been shed on the vexed question of a national 
bank; that the ignis fatuus that Jed Tennessee, with 
other sections of the Union, astray, has been dissi- 
pated, and that the broad and glorious banner of a 
new monopoly “streams in light;” that Maine, 
Rhode Island, and New York have rebuked the 
President, yet he contumaciously adheres to his 
course. Asto the elections in Rhode Island and 
Maine, the principles developed in the Message 
could have nad, in the first, no influence whatever, 
and in the latter, not one out of one thousand of 
the voters had seen or read it before casting thcir 
suffrages. In New York, their State elections 
were mixed up with numerous ingredients. Nay, 
it is evident that, in the one party, there was 
union, zeal, money, and talent; in the other, 
supineness, discord, and division. The*rejoicing 
and illuminations for the victory of party, in 
that State, by many who were “too moral 
and religiovs” to rejoice and illuminate for the 
victory of their country’s arms over a foreign 
enemy, may raise a spirit in the empire Siate 
which will turn this’ joy into sorrow. What 


do the political opponents of the President j 


ist be sactediy | 
preserved, to retain the symmetry ‘of the “whole. J 
‘Whenever either branch take a single step beyond | 


- piness. 


They have . 
abandoned freedom’s living principles—justice, tem- ` 


the honorablé 
derwood)-points’6 
Can the Président 
measure? A high reg: 
constitutes a primary: 
cracy. When fully expressed, it should, on-every: 
cecasion, be- ‘the rule governing the ‘public func- 
tonary in his official action: within the-pale of ‘the 
Constitution, Sovereignty rests in the people, who 
created this Government to’ secure and: protect 
tbeir liberties, and-advance their prosperity andhap- 
All, in every station, should bow with 
submission to the popular will. ‘This voice has 
been heard again and again, within the ‘last’ few 
years, on the question of a national bank; and in. 
language which “those who run may read}?? the 
American people have rejected the project: The 
late President, pending the’ canvass for re-election, 
vetoed the bill rechartering the Batik, and fearless- 
ly cast himself upon the intelligence, virtue, and 
patriotism of the people for support. © The response 
was given in characters of fiving light} the sub- 
ject was fully discussed and perfectly understood; 
the power of an existing institution of greatstrength, 
and whose branches were deeply rooted in every 
State in the Union, was enlisted in the confliét. 
What was the result? ‘The re-election, by an un- 
precedented majority of the electoral votes, of that 
man, who’ had staked his political destiny. on op- 
position to a national bank. ‘This was’ no pehè- 
meral voice of the people, ‘but a direct'and consti- 
tutional expression of the popular will. . 
"The ‘decisive measure of. the removal of the de- 
posites from the vaults-of the bank, produced a 
second conflict before the people, The succeeding 
Congressional elections.in every State in the Union 
were made to turn on the questions ‘ef. support or 
opposition to the bank, and approval or hostility to 
this measure of the Executive. Who does: not 
recollect the remarkable epoch of the “ panic ises- 
sion of Congress?” a period memorable in the 
history of onr country forthe fierceness of the 
political contest that convulsed Congress and: the 
country. A majority in the Senate, composed of 
men, whose brillianttalents and commanding elo- 
quence would have shed lustre apon any delibera~ 
tive body in the world, in opposition to. the Admi- 
nistration, arraigned ‘the Presidént before. that high 
tribunal, ‘and ‘declared: his’ acts relative“ to the 
removal of the deposites to be in derogation of the 
Constitution and laws.’ This severe censure was 
published to the world, and carried, as if upon the 
winds, to every city, town, and hamlet, in the 
Union. Pecuniary distress and embarrassment 
were brought upon the people by the action of the 
bank, clamor raised to a fearful extent, and*‘the 
walls of the Capitol, for days and weeks, and 
months, made to’echo and re-echo with eloquent 
denunciations against the tyranny and usurpations 
of the Executive, and the timid and base subser- 
viency of the Democratic members of Congress to 
the mandate of power. Yet the people, unawed, 
intelligent, fearless, and free, returned a-majority 
of the friends of the Administration into this’ Hall; 


m Kentucky (Mr. Un- 
anacea for every ih 


Í and State after State, on the expiration’ of ‘the 


Senatorial term of the incumbents, sent into’ the 
other wing of the Capitol advocates of this leading 
measure against the bank. The election of the 
present Chief Magistrate was not devoid of a like 
test of the popular will on this question: -An 
honorable gentleman, pending the canvass, called 
upon the candidates for an expression of 
their opinions, upon the expediency. and constitu- 
tionality of creating,a national bank. A full, frank, 
aud explicit opinion, adverse to- the. power of 
creating a bank under the Constitution, as well as 
its expediency, was given by the President. This 
declaration of principles was published to the con- 
stituency of the Executive, and was acted upon by 
them. The party press hostile. to the election. of 
Mr. Van Buren, made it a prominent topic of dis- 
cussion and attack. Of the other hand, his friends 
sustained him, on the ground of opposition toa 
bank. Thus it was kiowa to every Voter,” that 
he was successful in ‘the’ contest, so far as Ex i= 
tive approval was necessary to thè .creation 
bank, there existed an insurmountable difficulty. 
The official oath “ to support the Constitdtica? to 


Sre 
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him who believed that the people had not delegated 
to Congress power to incorporate a bank, was an 
impassable barrier. With this clear exposition of 
constitutional principles before them, a majority 
of the people elected the present. Executive. So 
much for the expression of public opinion, on ma- 
ture reflection and elaborate discussion, when the 
very point at issue was before them, Has it been 
reversed? Has Georgia gone in favor of a bank ? 
The recently elected Governor of that State denies 
the power of the United States, under the Constitu- 
tion, to create corporations. South Carolina rears 
aloft her palmeto flag, inscribed with the principles 
ingrafted in the Message. A majority of both 
Houses of Congress have, at the recent session, 
declared against a national bank. 

Time will tell whether New York has abandoned 
her principles, arid deserted her favorite son, for a 
faithful adherence to Democratic doctrines. I ap- 
prehend the late election will be found to be no 
test in that State on this question. The repeated 
action of the people was certainly intended to be 
operative on the Chief Magistrate, elected under 
auspices similar to those which marked the eleva- 
tion of the President. How, then, would he stand 
before his constituents and his God, if he should, 
without change of opinion on the constitutional 
delegation of power, recommend the creation of a 
national bank? A recreant to his conscience, 
and a betrayer of the trust confided to him, his 
name would become a hissing and scorn in all fu- 
ture time—condemned and despised by those who 
now charge it upon him as a crime that he does 
not make himself this abandoned thing. 

The reception of the depreciated paper of non- 
specie-paying banks in the collection of the revenue 
finds no advocates here or elsewhere. The deposite 
act of 1836 must be repealed, before a re-union of the 
Treasury with the Slate institutions can be solem- 
nized. ‘The act of suspension dissolved the connec- 
tion. . Is it true policy to renew it? The dishonor 
of their own bills caused a cessation of the inter- 
change of bank notes and bank credits at par be- 
tween the institutions of the different States. This 
precluded the Treasury Department from the faci- 
lity of transferring the funds on deposite from the 
various points where collected to the places where 
they were to be expended by law and the wants 
of the Government. However abundant the 
revenue was, in its general product, it became 
inadequate in the process of its application. 
The possession of public funds deposited in the 
Western and Southwestern banks afforded no evi- 
dence of -a fiscal, capacity to discharge a public 
debt- on the Atlantic seaboard. The difference 
of exchange increased the embarrassment; as the 
amount of Legislative appropriations are uniform, 
“wherever the objects are to be effected; no allow- 
ance having ever been sanctioned by Congress on 
account of the varying rate of exchange. The 
plain duty, in relation to the debtors and creditors 
of the Government is to produce uniformity; no 
creditor should receive more and no debfor should 
pay less, on the same account, than every other 
debtor and creditor in the nation. All demands 
should- be provided for promptly and efficiently, 
at the proper place of payment. The fiscal ar- 
rangements of the Government should be so direct- 
„ed, as to do justice to all the people, as well in the 
collection as disbursement of the revenue. Ex- 
‘perience has demonstrated, that these objecis can- 
not be attained through the fiscal agency of local 
banks, under the existing laws, and the reception 
of depreciated paper issues for the dues of Go- 
verpment. The collection of the revenue in the 
constitutional currency, or its equivalent, and the 
care and custody of its funds by the Government, 
either in the hands of public agents, or on special 
deposite with corporations, is the remedy recom- 
mended by the President. Has this a tendency to 
“tnerease Executive power? It is apprehended that 
the reverse would be found to.be the effect in its 
practical operation. We have seen the Executive 
‘and National Bank antagonist powers in conflict. 
Tt required the prodigious personal popularity of the 
‘yemarkable man who lately filled the Executive chair 
‘tö withstand the efforts of the bank to prostrate him 
and the great party which sustained him. If they had 

“been gnited, what power in this nation could 
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have consummated their overthrow? Nothing but 
a revolution and civil war, in which the energies 
of an enraged people were exerted, would have 
sufficed to have produced such a result. The first 
impulse in the nature of banks is to make money 
and support the power which can sustain and pro- 
mote their interests. Their very constitution 
makes them allies of power; to advance their inte- 
rests, and increase their profits, if moving in har- 
monious action with the Executive branch of the 


Government, it is feared, they would sustain its. 


measures even if they would “sting the political 


liberty of this country to death.” To guard against — 


the recurrence of evils, and to restrain banking 
corporations within their appropriate and legiti- 
mate sphere, is the desirable object which every 
sound statesman should endeavor to effect. The 
power of the National Government over State in- 
stitutions is exceedingly limited. The remedy 
must come from the State sovereignties. The re- 
novation of the system belongs to them. Banks 
are so intimately interwoven in our habits, so con- 
nected with our domestic institutions, that none 
but a madman could contemplate their destruc- 
tion. They were called into being to subserve the 
interests of the community. Lop off their excres- 
cences and they minister to the presperity of the 
country. ` Intimately blended with the busi- 
ness of the whole people, their true interests 
should be cherished and protected as part 
and parcel of the general industry of the 
country. When their notes are convertible, 
at the will of the holder, into specie, they 
are the representatives of value, and then be- 
come the equivalent to specie. When they cease 
to be redeemable on presentation, their reception 
for the dues of the Government, would banish equa- 
lity of taxation, a fundamental principle of our 
institutions. The reception of the notes of the 
State institutions for duties or taxes was first re~- 
cognised by Congress jn the adoption of the joint 
resolution of 1816. Prior to that period, it was 
left to the vigilance anå discretion of the Executive 
department. The act of 1789. required ‘‘ all duties 
to be received in gold and silver only.” The con- 
struction given to the act in 1790 was, that it was 
confined to two objects: “ Ist, the exclusion of pay- 
ments in the paper emissions of the particular States; 
and 2d, in securing the immediate and ultimate col- 
lection of the duties in specie.” Under this construc- 
tion, the revenue was received in the notes of State 
banks, convertible, at the will of the holder, into 
the precious metals. This basis of their reception 
should not be widened; it is certainly as broad as 
the interests of the Union require. The point at 
issue may be reduced to a single proposition: Are 
the State banks entitled to the public moneys, to be 
deposited with them as capital to bank upon, or to 
be used as a means of increasing their dividends, 
and enhancing the profits of the stockholders? The 
benefit is confined to the few, to the exciusion of 
the many; a spirit of wild speculation is engendered 
by the over-issues of banking institutions; an inor- 
dinate thirst for gambling is diffused among the 
mass of the community; an emergency arises: con- 
traction, as an immutable law of trade, follows 
expansion; the circulating medium is rapidly de- 
creased, and poverty and distress overwhelm the 
community. These are the evils that flowed from 
a union of the public money with State institu- 
< tions. Are they to be renewed? — ; 

The organization of the standing committees by 
the presiding officer of this House, is another rea- 
son assigned for a departure, from the usual mode 
of reference. The allegation is, that he has im- 
properly given to the friends of the Administration, 
an unusual preponderance on the committees, and 
excluded the Opposition from their just representa- 
tion. There is nothing so easily made as general 
declamation and loose charges. To sustain them 
by facts, is a much more difficalt task. The 
touchstone of truth disipates the mist, and tests 
their aceurac. By the rules and orders of the 
House, thirty-two standing committees, exclusive 
of the Committee on Mileage, are to be appointed 
by the Speaker. 
the utmost 


of the thirty-two standing committees, fif teen have, 


In the performance of this‘duty, 
fairness and liberality was extended to. : 
‘the political opponents of the Administration. Ont’: 


and of several other ‘committees, which ‘a 
mately connected in their dudes with’ the 
tive branch of the Government, and requiritig’con- © 
sultation with, and reciprocal. trust and confideiice 
between, the ‘various heads of: departments’ and 
the committees, have 1n. their composition a majo- 
rity of the friends of the Administration. Is this 
unusual. and contrary to the course pursued by 
other presiding officers, who were the predecéssors 
of the present incumbent? A recurrence ‘to’ the 
past history of legislation ‘in this country exhi- 
bits no instance of the Speaker elected by. the 
friends of the Administration, giving tó the minority 
the control-of those committees. The Administra- 
tion are responsible to the nation for the successful 
issue of the Executive duties while entrusted to 
their hands; yet their adversaries complain of 
unfairness, because the political friends of the Ad» 
ministration in this House do not surrender it, 
bound hand and foot, into their safe and holy keep- 
ing. I would concede greatly te these honorable 
gentlemen, and have confidence in their sagacity 
and political tact. But this is asking rather too much. 
The people, in the exercise of their high powers, 
have chosen to entrust the present Chief Magis- 
trate with the Administration for four years. They 
elected 4 majority, avowing similar - political prin- 
ciples, into the popular branch of the Legislature; 
that majority elected the Speaker, If in the’ sélec- 
tion and organization he had so arranged. the 
committees, aS to give the minority power to'em- 
barrass the Executive in the: performance of his 
official functions, he would have been derelict in 
his duty to the nation, and unworthy of the high 
station which he occupies. No honorable man 
wonld have been guilty of such base treachery to 
the country ‘and his political friends. Yet Be- 
cause this.high functionary has not accommodated 
the minority, and ‘yielded to them the control of 
the committees, só as to efficiently aid them in their 
efforts to prostrate the Administration, all is wrong; 
and he, in obediencé tovorders'from ‘the palace; has 
surrendered the rights-and: liberties of the: House. 
So itchas ever been, and so it will -remain-. Party 
and political intolerance knows no liberality, when 
urged’on’by the hope of attaining power. 

It isdue to the Speaker to say, that he has won the 
meed of approbation from political friends and 
foes, by the suavity of manner, dignity, and impar- 
tiality with which he bas filled the duties incident 
to the honorable and arduous post which he occu- 
pies. Contrast the political complexion of the com- 
mittees in other days, and under former Adminis- 
trations, with their present. organization, and it will 
be self-evident that no cause has been given for 
this assault upon the Speaker. In the first session 
of the 19th Congress, during the period you, sir, 
(Mr. Adams) was President, and your political 
friend, Mr. Taylor, Speaker, the committees were 
thus arranged, (see Journal, page 27.) Committees 
consisting of 7 members: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, four Ad- 
ministration and three Opposition. 

Foreign Affairs, five Administration and two 
Opposition. oes, ` 

Manufactures, five Administration and two Op- 
position. ore 

Naval Affairs, five Administration and two Op- 
position. l ; 

The second session, (see Journal, page 23.) 

The Committee of Ways and Means, five Ad- 

ministration and two Opposition.” =; 
Foreign Affairs, five Administration and two 
Opposition. ec ee fe haa 
Judidiary, four Administration and two Opposi- 
ion. : : 
Naval Affairs, five Administration and two Op- 
position. i 


-n Sutiseduentiý, ‘during the Administration of Pre- 


sident Jatkson, & majority -of his polities friends 
elected Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, Speaker. Dur- 
ing his administration of the dutigs ef that station, 
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the organization of committees will be apparent by 
the following extracts: nS 
First session of the Twenty-first Congress, (see Jour- 
nal, page 27.) 
The Committee of Ways and Means, five Admi- 
nistration and two Opposition. 
Commerce, five. Administration and two Oppo- 
sition. - 
_ Judiciary, four Administration and three Oppo- 
‘sition. ` 
Manufactures, five. Administration and two Op- 
position. 


Foreign 
position. 

Military Affairs, six Administration and one 
Opposition. 

Second Session of the Twenty-First Congress. 
Journal, page 34.) 

The Committee of Ways and Means, five Ad- 
ministration and two Opposition. i 

Commerce, six Administration and one Opposi- 
lion. 

Judiciary, five Administration and two Opposi- 
dion. 

Military Affairs, six Administration and one Op- 
‘position. 

Foreign Affairs, five Administration and two Op- 
position. 

At the Second Session of the Twenty-Third Con- 
gress, during the Presidency of Gen.Jackson, adiatin- 
guished and able gentleman, whose talents and poli- 
tical tacthas commanded my highest admiration, ex- 
erted, in opposition to the Administration, succeeded 
Mr. Stevenson in the Speaker’s chair—I allude to 
the honorable gentleman (Mr. Bell,) from Tennes- 
see. How did he organize the committees as to 
political arrangement? Did he give to the Opposi- 
tion a majority on these leading committees? He 
had too high a sense of honor thus to betray his po- 
litical associates. Ifhe was not justly chargeable 
with servility and submission to the rescripts of the 
palace for such organization, does it become the 
followers in his wake, to denounce the Speaker for 
pursuing a precedent set by the leader of their par- 
ty on this floor? By a reference to the 33d page of 
the Journal of the 2d session of the 23d Congress, 
it will be perceived, that on the 


Committee of Ways and Means were six Admi- 
nistration and three Opposition. 

Foreign Affairs, seven Administration and two 
Opposition. 

Post Office and Post Roads, six Administra- 
tion and three Opposition. 

Military Affairs, eight Administration and one 
Opposition. 

Commerce, five Administration and four Opposi- 
tion. 


At the First Session of the T'wenty-Third Con- 
gress, the Opposition had a majority in the Senate, 
who determined ‘to change the rule relative to the 
appointment of committees. Accordingly, they 
took from the Vice President, Mr. Van Buren, the 
power of appointment, and transferred it to the Se- 
nate. How was this power exercised in the com- 
position of the committees? The 35th page of the 
Senate Journal gives the response. The commit- 
tees consisted of five members, viz: 


Finance, four Opposition and one Administration. 

Commerce, three Opposition and two Adminis- 
tration. 

Naval Affairs, four Opposition and one Adminis- 
tration. 

Public Lands, four Opposition to one Adminis- 
tration. 

Post Office and Post Roads, three Opposition to 
two Administration. 


This Committee on Finance were appoint- 
ed to sit in the recess, and investigate the af- 
airs, ete. of the Bank of the United States. It 
consisted of four Opposition members, and one 
Administration, (Judge Wilkins,) who being ap- 
pointed Minister to the Court of St. Petersburg, did 
not attend the investigation—(see Journal, p. 391.) 
‘Was this complained of as unfair? or was it thought 
tyrannical and unjust by the friends of the Opposi- 
tion?. When operating in their favor, the rule has 
been rigorously enforced... Why should: they now 


Affairs, five Administration and two Op- 


(See 


gomplain, when applied R themselyeg? The facts 


developed prove conclusively that the Speaker has 
violated no usage or principle in the organic ar- 
rangement of the committees. ` 

The conduct of the Committee of Ways and 
Means at the extra session is denounced, and is 
said to have been suchas to render it unworthy of 
trust. What outrage upon the rights and liberties 
of this House or the nation did they commit? 
When yield their own judgments to the Executive 
mandate, and registered the decrees of the palace? 
When interposed a barrier, excluding. the people 
from their representatives? Sustain the accusa- 
tion, that the committee are guilty of these charges 
so boldly made, and I, for one, will go as far as the 
farthest, not only to withhold any subject from be- 
ing referred to them, but to purge the national 
conncils from such unworthy members. The 
proof is upon those who file the accusation. If 
they fail to sustain their. charges, they occupy no 
very enviable niche in fhè temple of fame. He 
who wilfully calumniates another, is destitute of 
every honorable feeling. 


Tn what do these high crimes and misdemeanors 
of the committee, consist? 

1st. That they assented to and knew that their 
chairman consulted the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the financial bills. 


Qd. That at the request of the chairman, the Se- 
cretary transmitted to him drafts of some of the 
bills; not one of which was adopted by the com- 
mittee. 


Was there any thing reprehensible in this? or 
was it in accordance with the usages and prac- 
tice of committees from the origin of the Govern- 
ment? The third section of the second article of 
the Constitution, directs that the President “shall 
from time to time give to the Congress information 
on the state of the Union, and-recommend to their 
consideration such measures as he shall judge ne- 
cessary and expedient.” Under this clause, the re- 
commendations of the President are annually laid 
before Congress. In thi% he certainly does ‘not 
derogate from either the “letter or spirit” of the 
Constitution. ‘The second section of the act esta- 
blishing the Treasury Department, expressly makes 
it the duty of the Secretary “to digest and prepare 
plans for the improvement and management of the 
revenue, and for the support of public credit.” For 
what purpose is this officer “to digest and prepare 
plans?” Evidently to communicate them to Con- 
gress, and to the committees of Congress whose duty 
it is to reject or mature bills to carry the plans de- 
vised and digested into effect. In the origin of the 
Government it was not thought to be either dicta- 
tion from the White House for the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, to submit to Congress, ina report, the 
plan digested for sustaining public credit; or servi- 
lity in Congress to receive and act upon these sug- 
gestions. An early report of Mr. Secretary Ha- 
milton, in 1795, exhibits the view that many of the 
framers of the Constitution, and of the law orga- 
nizing the Treasury Department, took of the dutics 
of the Secretary relative to every subject connected 
with the revenue. The custom of committees con- 
sulting with, and requiring information from, the 
heads of Departments, in relation to matters inti- 
mately blended with their duties, has been uniform 
and unbroken,during every Administration; and on 
all occasions, when required, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has communicated with committees of 
the House, on subjects connected with the finances 
of the nation. The Secretary of State, in relation 
to foreign affairs, has, by that committee, unques- 
tionably been called upon for information, and 
doubtless, sir, you (Mr. Adams) have frequently 
communed with the chairman during the period 
that you so ably filled the station of chief of that 
Department. The measures taken by committees 
relative loa Bank of the United States, presents 
a striking instance of the intimate relations sub- 
sisting between the Secretary of the Treasury 
and committees connected with finance. 


The plan of a national bank had its origin in a 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 13th 
of December, 1799. A memorial for the renewal 
of the charter was presented to Congress on the 
29th of January, 1810, which was referred to a 
committee of seven—Mr. Montgomery of Pennsyl- 


Reference of President’s Message—Mr. Potter. 


H.-of Reps. 
vania being the chairman, a gentleman of as high- 
toned patriotism and of as’ pure moral integrity, as 
ever graced the councils -of this country. This 
committee, through. their chairman, addressed. a 
letter to the Secretary, “requesting him to furnish 
such information or observations ‘in. relation to the 
subject-matter thereof 'as connected with the financial 
and commercial interests of the United States.” In 
reply, the Secretary (Mr. Gallatin) ‘referred. the 
committee to a report he had. made to the Senate, 
in which the plan was developed on which ‘the fe- 
charter, in his opinion, should be. predicated. 
Was this application, in the purest days of our 
Republic, deemed an outrage on the rights and 
liberties of the House, and the committee thought 
unworthy of further trast. and confidence? The 
discovery had not then bee made that it was con- 
tamination to call on the proper head of the De- 
partment for information, The suspicion of “clan- 
destine” arrangements between the committees of 
this House and the Secretary, found no abiding 
place in the bosoms of honorable members, At 
the third session of the thirteenth ‘Congress, John 
W. Eppes was appointed chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and on the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1814, he consulted with, and applied to, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, “to suggest any other or 
such additional provisions as may be necessary to 
revive and maintain public credit.” The plan of a 
bill for the incorporation of a national bank was 
submitted by the Secretary to the committee, 
in his’ response to the eall of the chairman, and 
acted upon by them. In the House, after discus- 
sing for weeks- the bill for the creation of a bank, 
on the 25th November Mr. Lowndes moved its re- 
ference to a select committee, which was. adopted. 
Mr. Lowndes was appointed the chairman of that 
committee, and on the 27th November consulted 
Mr. Dallas, then at the head of the Treasury De- 
partment, and received his suggestions with the 
high respect to which they were entitled. What 
this distinguished South Carolinian did not hesitate 
to do as chairman of a committee, might certainly 
be done by the chairman of the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means without reproach, At the first 
session of the Fourteenth Congress, a select com- 
mittee was appointed in relation ‘fo an uniform 
currency,” of which Mr. Calhoun of South Caro 
lina was chairman. On the 24th December; 1815, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, at the reqnest of the 
committee, addressed a letter to their chairman, .to 
which was appended ‘the outline ofa plan. for the 
national bank, referred to in his letter.” Did the en- 
lightened and patriotic men who composed the 
committee, or the House of Representatives, deem 
this an unauthorized intrusion and usurpation of 
power? The idea never entered the mind of any 
member of the committee, or of the House. The 
practi¢e, now denounced in unmeasured lan- 
guage, has received the sanction of precedent in all 
past times in the history of the Government; men 
of the highest order of intellect, of the purest prin- 
ciples, and of the most ardent patriotism, failed, to 
discover the evils depicted, from the practice of 
consultation with the heads of departments. Why 
should the present Committee of Ways and Means 
be an exception to the general rale? Why should 
they be now arraigned and condemned, for the 
effort to obtain accurate and correct information 
on subjects pertaining to their duties? Does it arise 
from the reckless character of the Opposition? 
Does “ the end justify the means?” i 
But ah! this committee, at the late session; did 
not read in the commiltee room the memorials: pre~ 
sented for the establishment of a, national bank. 
Monstrous! what unheard of audacity! a com- 


; mittee daring to report “ that. it is inexpedient to 


charter a national bank,” without reading in their 
room all the memorials and all the names ap- 
pended. The mass of these petitions were from 
the same mint—stereotyped editions of a common 
origin—in the same words and letters, from the 
crossings of the ¢ to the dots over thei What a 
flood of light they were calculated to shed on the” 
subject! Printed and reprinted by .the orders: f 
the House—morning. after morning. laid. on 
desks of the members. Who had not ji 
who had not read: them t “True, all 
seen and read them, yet they were hotrea 
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committee room. There is a magic in the 
reading within the walls of the committee 
room, which the most intimate knowledge of their 
contents cannot replace. It was a grave duty 
which the committee was bound to perform. They 
must not only read over and over again’some forty 
memorials, couched. in the same language, con- 
taining the same words, letters, and syllables, but 
they must count the names of the petitioners. For 
not performing this grave duty, they have com- 
mitted the “ unforgiven sin!” Suffer-me to in- 
quire, how it happened that the distinguished 
members of the Opposition, who were on that 
committee, did not call for the reading of these 
memorials? The duty was as imperative upon 
them as any other members of the committee; 
they had an equal right to read, or cause to be 
read, these extraordinary papers; are they too 
derelict in their duty to the people? Have they 
trampled on their rights, and disregarded their peti- 
tions? It is the first time either political friend or 
foe ever charged my distinguished colleague, 
(Mr. Sergeant,) a member of the committee, with a 
neglect of official duty—a gentleman of singular 
promptitude, in the discharge of every matter 
confided to his care; of great experience and 
commanding talents, known 10 be favorable to the 
prayer of the petitioners; can he be truly charged 
with treating their prayers with contumely? He 
never would have stood silently by and suffered 
the voice of the petitioners to be suppressed. 
Why, then, did not he call for the reading of 
these petitions? Because he knew, as every 
man here knew, their contents; and could not 
distinguish the immense importance of aequir- 
ing that knowledge only in the committee room. 
Is he to share the fate of his co-members? If they 
are no longer trustworthy on this account, he is 
equally a participant in the fault. To impugn the 
majority, and fasten a charge upon them, are the 
Opposition in this hall prepared to prostrate their 
ablest and noblest champion? Well may he ex- 
claim, “ Save me from my friends.” No man in 
this Hall more highly prizes the right of petition— 
none acquiesce with greater deference to the popa- 
Jar voice—none regard with higher respect the re- 
quest of any portion of the people, than I do; but 
T cannot perceive just cause for the magnitude at- 
tempted to be given this charge against the com- 
mittee. 


At the commencement of the late session the cry 
was raised of ruin and distress brought upon the 
country by the course of the Administration. The 
rash conduct of the former Executive, and the blind 
adhesion to his policy by the present Chief Magis- 
trate, denounced. The failure of the experiment, 
and the usurpation of power by the Executive, 
loudly proclaimed. The charge that the friends of 
the Administration recommended measures for the 
benefit of the cffice holders, but proposed nothing 
for the relief ol’ the suffering people, was iterated 
and reiterated. These charges were so frequently 
made and so earnestly repeated by honorable gen- 
Jemen, that T,a tyroin political conflict,was induced 
to anxiously inquire, How is this? Ina short pe- 
riod the curtain was lifted, and the object of the Op- 
position partially developed. ae 


Fonr several bills, eminently calculated to give 
immediate relief to the people, were reported, and 
came to be acted upon. Jntimately connected, the 
fate of all depended upon the adoption of the whole. 
It was soon apparent that those denounced as the 
enemies of the people were exerting every nerve 
for their relief, and the denouncers struggling for 
the defeat of measures calculated to afford that re- 
lief. Why was this so? Was the motive patrio- 
tic, or did opposition to the measures arise from 
hostility to the Administration? Was the object, 
at all hazards, to render the dominant party odious 
to the people? A project unworthy of the true pa- 
triot and lover’ of his country. These measures 
have gone into operation, and, judging from 
results, have proved highly beneficial. The 
depression in trade has gradually been: ame- 
liorated; the foreiga and domestic exchanges 
brought within a small fraction of par value; 
the mercantile and manufacturing interests re- 
suscitated and revived, Time, the unerring 
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test of measures, stamps, in indelible charac- 
ters, the chimerical nature of the evils predicted 
from the policy adopted by the majority during the 
extra session. The war has again been proclaim- 
ed; the tocsin sounded upon this floor; the plan of 


the campaign formed and partially unveiled; the. 


Administration is to be stabbed through the sides of 
the standing committees of this House; destroy the 
confidence of Congress and the people in these com- 
mittees, and a political point is gatned. Is it the 
game, to operate on the various State Legislatures 
now in session, and induce a belief that the Ad- 
ministration are. in a. minority, in the- popular 
branch? Effect abroad, by a show of strength in 
the early part of the session, is worthy of a- beld 
and desperate effort. The history of nations has 
demonstrated that those who pursue power, and 
think they have it within their grasp, are not to be 
controlled by nice distinctions of right and wrong in 
their plans of operation, to attain the desired boon. 
With all the deep commiseration expressed for the 
miseries of the people, what plan do the Opposition 
propose for relief? Who has seen it? who has 
heard it? Able, talented, and wise, what is their 
policy to extricate the country from the evils that 
overshadow it? Within the walls of the Capitol it 
has been announced that “the Opposition had no 
plan to propose.” The policy avowed was “ to 
fold their arms and stand aloof,” their practice, to 
assail indiscriminately. every measure brought for- 
ward by the Administration. The old and worn 
out theme of the invasion of the “letter and spirit” 
of the Constitution by Executive usurpations, is to 
be revived; the rusted armor to be furbished anew, 
and the scenes of “the panic session” to be re- 
enacted. Those whose length and breadth of 
patriotism will not suffer them to act for the relief 
of the country from blight and destruction, be- 
cause the Executive is not of their party, do 
small credit to the venerable name of Whig: 
a name identified with all that is high, holy, 
and pure, in the annals of our country. Is 
the struggle for power and place? The glitter- 
ing bauble of the Presidency glances before the 
vision of more than one aspirant. The “spoils,” 
a word eschewed in debate, but never forgotten by 
Whigs when in power, would, if success should 
crown their efforts, doubtless be equitably distri- 
buted. Bat far be it from me to-intimate that such 
small matters influence the course of honorable 
gentlemen. Whigs should spurn such incentives 
to patriotism. They claim that the virtue and in- 
telligence of the nation is embodied in their ranks. 
Be it so. Itis a commendable virtue in a party 
not to leave unheralded their devotion to popular 
rights. .To achieve their object, it is only necessa- 
ry to induce the people to confide in their profes- 
sions. Unfortunately for them, there has been a 
singular apathy to their complaints in the great 
body of the people. For years they have turned a 
deaf ear to. the solicitations of the pure and pa- 
triotic Opposition. The chameleon does not change 
its hue more frequently than this party their names. 
The colors of the rainbow are not more vari- 


ous than the mixture of party measures and | 


principles professed in different sections of the 
Union. But all these efforts have failed in ob- 
taining the confidence of a majority of the peo- 
ple. Yet Whigs all, they are “like unto a net 
ihat was cast into the sea, and gathered of every 
kind.” ‘The coinage of new and odious appella- 
tives, bestowed upon the Democracy, is brought in 
aid of other means to put down the Admminisiration. 
“Loco Foco destructives,” embellish and adorn the 
speeches of honorable gentlemen. The time was, 
when the word ‘ Democrat” was synonymous in 
the same parly vocabulary, with all that was base 
and vulgar—the party with whom Iam proud to 
act, are satisfied with that venerable. cognomen. 
The Democracy consists of the great body of the 
people: are they destructives? What do they de- 
sire to destroy? Themselves: their own properly; 
their own rights; their own liberty. Are the Oppo- 
sition to remain in the minority until they con- 
vince the people that they are incapable of self-go- 
yernment? A task of no inconsiderable difficulty. 
«Deferred hope maketh the heart sick.” That hope 
will, I trust, never be fulfilled, which depends upon 
‘the abasement of the people for its fruition. 


` MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS, 7 


In Senate, Tuesday, January 9, 1838—-The Senate ° 
résumed the consideration of Mr: CatHoun’s re- 
solutions, on the relations, &c. of the States and, 
General Government. The ‘question: being on 
the fourth of the series as follows: O TAASTE 
Resolved, That domestic slavery, as it exists in 

the Southern and Western: States of ‘the’ Union; 


_ composes an important part of their domestic in- 


stitutions, inherited from. their ancestors, and’ exist- 
ing at the adoption of the Constitution, by which 
it is recognised as constituting. an important ele- 
ment in the apportionment of its powers among 
the Sates; and that no change of opinion. or feel- 
ing, on the part of the other States of the Union in 
relation to it, can justify them or their citizens in 
open and systematic attacks thereon; with the view 
to its overthrow; and that all such attacks are in 
manifest violation of the mutual and solemn 
pledge to protect and defend each other, given by 
the States respectively, on entering into the con- 
stitutional compact which formed the Union, and, 
as such, are a manifest breach of faith, and a vio- 
lation of the most solemn obligations.” à 

Mr. GRUNDY said that, having been absent 
from sickness when the votes were recorded on the 
passed resolutions, he took this opportunity of say- 
ing that-he zealously concurred with the object of ` 
the resolutions, and, had he been present, should 
have voted in favor of every one of them.- 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the 4th resolution, and wascarried, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and _ 
Young—-34. 

NAYS—-Messts. McKean, Morris, Prentiss, 
Smith of Indiana, and Swift—5. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of’ 
the fifth resolution as follows: i 

“ Resolved, That the intermeddling of any State ` 
or States, or their citizens, to abolish slavery in this 
District, or any of the Territories, on the ground, or 
under the pretext, that it is immoral er sinful, or 
the passage of any act or méasure of Congress, 
with that view, would be a direct and dangerous 
attack on the institutions of all the slaveholding 
States.” : ; 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut rose and said that 
he did not intend to press on the Senate any re- 
marks of his while these resolutions were under 
discussion. He had very cheerfully. given his 
support to them; but in doing so he had not in- 
tended to declare that he was in favor of slavery, 
and he would therefore take up no more of the 
attention of the Senate than was necessary to ex- 
press his conceptions of the material difference that 
existed between those that had been passed and the 
one that was then before them. : If he were to say 
that he was in favor of slavery, he would be asoli- 
tary individual entertaining such sentiments in the 
whole North. The Northern States had all declar- 
ed themselves to be opposed to slavery. They ` 
possessed the undoubted right to establish it among 
themselves, as it now exists at the South; but they 
have not done so; on the contrary, they have de- 
clared that it shall not exist among them. They, 
therefore, furnished the strongest evidences of their 
opposition to this institution. He (Mr. 8.) enter- 
tained the same opinions that were held at the 
North on the subject. Were he an inhabitant ofa - 
slaveholding State, he possibly might be weil 
enough satisfied with slavery, and employ it-in the 
condition that it isin. But it was only necessary 
for him to say now that he was opposed:to slavery, 
because it was contrary to the feelings and opinions 
of the people in his section of the country, and be- 
cause he looked upon it to be.an infringement of a 
natural right. He did not mean to say that siach 
natural rights conld be exercised by the black po- 
pulation of the United States, or that they were iu 
a condition to exercise. them; but he believed that 
if this population was in a condition to exercise 
them, there would be almost a unanimous sentis 
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ment throughout the country in: favor of their 
emancipation. We mean at present (Mr. S. said) 
to.declare that we recognise the constitutional 
rights of the slave States in their slave property— 
that we do not mean to infringe tho% rights. He 
believed that the true interests of the slave States 
would be best prometed by liberating their slaves; 
but that (Mr. S. said) was a question of their own, 
and for them only to decide. But he rose (Mr. 8. 
said) to express his views. as to the difference be- 
tween the resolutions which had been passed and 
the one at present before them. Those that were 
passed. were only declaratory of constitutional 
rights, which he thought they were bound to recog- 
nise, and on these grounds he gave his support to 
them. But what (Mr. S. asked) was this fifth re- 
solution? Was it not wholly different from the 
others?. This wasa field in which the people of 
these United States had aright to enter and to discuss 
—the expediency of slavery in this District, I (said 
Mr. S.) we are called on here to act as legislators, 
he for one would be ready to say that it would not 
be expedient to legislate on the subject, because it 
would be unjust to the holders of slave property, 
but he would be unwilling to say that it was uncon- 
stitutiona] to abolish slavery in this District. 

When they came to talk of prescribing limits to 
the discussions of the people of the United States, 
they were not acting within the limits of their duty. 
If, said Mr. S. we do not act in conformity to the 
will of the people of the United States, they can 
exercise a proper check or controlover us, What 
was this fifth resolution but the prescribing a rule 
to limit the discussions of the people of the United 
States hereafter, and the setting themselves up as 
censors. over them? ‘This Mr. S. thought was 
going far beyond the limits of their duty. While 
he would cheerfully oppose any unconstitutional 
interference with the institutions of the States, he 
would at the same time avoid expressing any opi- 
nions adverse to the right of the people to discuss 
such subjects as were properly open to them. He 
opposed this resolution, not because he did not go 

sheart,and hand with the gentlemen of the South in 
the maintenance of their constitutional rights, but 
because he believed that its adoption, so far from 
answering any good end to the people of the slave 
States, would have an injurious effect on their in- 
terests, 

Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire rose, and said 
the Senate had at come at length to the ground on 
which this contest was to be determined. ‘I'he 
District of Columbia was now emphatically the 
battle-field of the Abolitionist, and the resolution 
immediately under consideration, with, perhaps, 
some modifications in phraseology, would present 
the true issue here and to the country—an issue 
which would raise, not a mere question of expedi- 
ency, but one of a much higher character, in which 
the public faith is directly involved. 

That my position, said Mr. P. may be distinctly 
understood, some explanation is perhaps due to 
the State which I have the honor, in part, to repre- 
gent, especially as there is a manifest disposition, 
in certain quarters, to pervert our votes and misre- 
present our motives. 

I have given to the resolutions all the considera- 
tion which Lam capable of bestewing, and have 
listened to the debate which they have elicited with 
interest and profound attention. 

If the grave objections suggested on the other 
side-were sustained by an examination of the reso- 
lutions themselves, or a course of sound argumen- 
tation, they would ensure my opposition. | What 
are they? . ‘The first that reached my ear was, that 
they contain latent nullification. I have waited to 
hear the particular resolution, sentence or phrase 
pointed out in which this heresy is supposed to be 
concealed, and I have waited in vain. Having, 
then, assertion on one side, and what appears to 
me to be the plain reading of the resolutions and 
the frank and unqualified declaration of the mover 
on the other, I must be excused if I do not take the 
alarm. 

We have next eloquent disquisitions upon the li- 
berty of speech and the freedom of the press. To 
every sentiment uttered upon these subjects I yield 
my cordial assent; ‘but why introduced on this par- 
Ueular occasion, T. have been at a-loss to determine. 


Mr. Calhoun’s Resolutions—Mr. Pierce. 
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judgment, and determine whetber the rights secured: s 
to the diferent: States by the Constitution- are: 


‘Would any man here abridge thelliberty. of speech, 
or assail the freedom of the press? I take it not. 
Is there any thingin the resolutions to sanction an 
invasion of either? Nota syllable. That these 
are privileges most dear to every American is 
freely admitted by all. Why such a variety of 
changes have been rung upon them in this debate, 


- others may determine. It is not my province to 


judge of motives, and I would take occasion only 
to remark, that no man shall make up an issue 
upon this subject for me. I oppose the A bolitionists, 
for the very reason that I entertain a sacred regard 
for these in common with all other rights secured 
by the Constitution. 

Baut it is further urged against the resolutions, 
(said Mr. P.) that they are mere abstractions. Sir, 
itis quite immaterial what name you apply io 
them; sufficient is it that they meet the case, that 
they encounter the Abolitionist upon sound and te 
nable ground, and furnish a conclusive answer to 
his importunities. To say that the petitions refer 
only to this District, and that the principles assert- 
ed in the preceding resolutions are consequently 
without application, is perfectly idle. It is impos- 
sible to read a single number of the leading aboli- 
tion periodicals, without perceiving that their ob- 
ject reaches far beyond this District, and stops at 
no point short of general emancipation in the 
States. And yet, sir, I suspect that you would find 
few intelligent Abolitionists, who would assert that 
Congress has the constitutional power to interfere 
with slavery in the States; but admitting the want 
of power here, they hold it to be their duty, as indivi- 
duals, to persevere in thecause. Regarding the insti- 
tution of slavery as morally wrong, or sinful, if 
you please, they consider themselves, as citizens of 
the Union, responsible for its continuance, wher- 
ever it may exist within our borders. This feeling 
has its origin, to some extent, in a misapprehension 
of the strneture of our Government, and this error 
the preceding resolutions are calculated to correct. 
They assert, in effect, that the citizen of New 
Hampshire is no more responsible, morally or po- 
litically, for the existence and continuance of this 
domesiic institution in Virginia or Maryland, than 
he would be for the existence of any similar insti- 
tutions in France or Persia. Why? Because these 
are matters over which the States, respectively, 
when delegating a portion of their powers, to be 
exercised by the General Government, retained the 
sole and exclusive control, and for which they are 
alone responsible. 

Now, let these doctrines be universally under- 
stood and admitted, and you take one great step 
toward satisfying the consciences of honest, but 
misguided people, in one section of the country, 
and quieting the irrgation, for which there has been 
too much cause, in the other. This we have at- 
tempted to do. We are bound to go further, and 
frankly to declare to these petitioners, that so long 
slavery shall continue in Virginia and Maryland, it 
is vain for them to expect its abolition here; that 
we are forbidden to legislate upon this subject, un- 
der existing circumstances, by obligations hardly 
inferior to the Constitution itself; that Congress 
cannot abolish slavery in this District, against the 
wishes of the inhabitants, without a gross breach of 
public faith, and an outrageous infraction of pri- 
vate rights. 

At the time the cession was made, domestic 
slavery existed in the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia: it still exists there; and it has also existed 
here from that day to this. Now, how is it possi- 
ble to mistake what must have been the under- 
standing of both parties at the time? No man, it 
strikes me, can doubt for a moment, who will re- 
gard, without prejudice, the relative position of this 
“ ten miles square,” the objects of the cession, and 
the manifest interests of the States making it. Who 
can believe that these patriotic States would have 
parted with their territory, if they could have sup- 


posed that the rights and property of their citizens, 


living upon it, were to be invaded, against their 
consent, and in defiance of their remonstrances? I 
have no hesitation in saying that I consider slavery 


a social and political evil, and most sincerely wish- 


that it had no existence upon the face of the éarth; 
but it is perfectly immaterial how it may be regard- 
ed, either by you or myself; it is not for us to sit in 


.that he shall not find me standing tamely’ 
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blessings or otherwise; it is sufficient for thé argus. 


ment-that they are rights, which the inhabitants do 
not choose to relinquish. i asd 


Further, Mr. President, suppose, for a .moment;:: 


that the cession had never been made, and: that the 
States of Maryland and: Virginia should now at- 


tempt, without the consent of the inhabitants of.the : 


District, to interfere with : this description of pro- 
perty—to abolish slavery within these portions of 
their respective limits, and retain it upon its present 
basis in every other portion. . What would-be the 
consequence? Why, the law could never be en- 
forced; and every reflecting. man throughout the 
whole length and breadth. of this country would re- 
volt at such a wanton disregard of equal justice 
and of equal rights and privileges. And yet, be- 
cause the States have generously ceded their terri- 
tory to you for certain purposes, you propose to do 
this very thing, and thus requite their confidence 
and their spirit of accommodation, by opening a 
common refuge for their runaway slaves. I will 
only add, upen this point, that the Abolitionist 
would do well to pause in the midst of his zeal, 
and inquire calmly and dispassionately whether, in 
fact, any thing more. than a nominal advantage 
would be gained by the abolition of slavery inthis 
District, and whether even this would not be ac- 
quired at a serious sacrifice. It is admitted that 
domestic slavery exists here in its mildest foren: 
That part of the population are bound together by 
friendship and the nearer relations of life, 
are attached to the families in which they have: 
lived from childhood. They are comfortably pro- 
vided for, and apparently contented. Now, let a 
bill for the abolition of slavery in the District. pass 
either House of Congress, and what would take 
place here? Why, before it could possibly become 
a law, all these tics would be violently sundered ; 
every slave in the District would be removed be- 


They 


yond its limits; their present comparatively easy. 


condition changed, it is probable, for one of greater 
rigor; and, with all this accomplished, you would 
not have made the slightest progress in diminishing 
the aggregate amount of slavery in the United’ 
States. 

Mr. President, yielding to my inclination; I 
would here take leave of this irritating. subject, now 
and forever; but the manner in which it appears. 
to be connecting itself with other topics renders. it 
proper, in my judgment, to add a few remarks. 

When, it is often asked, is thisagitation, in Cons 
gress and out of it, to cease? When is it to ter- 
minate, and with what results? These are ques- 
tions which, three years since, would not have cost 
me one moment’s uneasiness. I thought the ap- 
prehensions of Southern gentlemen, to a great ex- 
tent, had their origin in a morbid sensibility upon 
this subject. Still, mindful of their interests and 
peculiar relations, I appreciated their feelings, and 
deeply regretted the cause of irritation. And now: 
these questions would create liltle interest, cer- 
tainly excite no alarm, in my miad, if agitators 
upon the subject were only to be found in the circle 
of avowed Abolitionists. With regard to the State 
which i have the honor, in part, to represent, Iam 
perfectly satisfied, as well from my own. observa- 
tion as from the expression of the Legislature dur- 
ing the last winter, that public sentiment can 
hardly be said to be divided upon this subject. 
But here, sir, I feel bound to admit that there are 
indications in New England which cannot and 
ought not to be overlooked. The aspect: of things 
in this respect has undergone some change, and I 
fear the elements of still greater change are ‘in ac- 
tive operation. I do not mean to-say that’ the: 
Abolitionists proper are gaining strength rapidly 3 
but what I do mean to say is, that they are finding 
allies in the cause of agitation in’ the political 
press. Sir, if politics are to be mingled with this 
subject, let it be known; it cannot be. proclaimed 
too soon. 
overcome difficulties and threatening dangers isto 
meet them on the advance, ‘not to await their-ap 
proach; and, although I would-create no nheres- 
sary alarm, I assure the mover of these resoliit 


attempting to Iull others into false'secutity by’ the 


I have been taught thatthe way to 
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ery: “all's well, when I believe there is danger— 
when T know. there is an enemy: in: motion, profes- 
sing and claiming to be influenced by considera- 
tions and governed by motives. above and-beyond 
the:Constitation and laws-of: my country, and that 
‘enemy: likely: -to ‘be-sustained by an alliance with 
party polities: ..No, sir; we have no concealments 
upon'this subject. ; All-we demand is; that since 
welare to be the: first-to feel the: effects of Abolition 
ascendancy at-home, should it never: be acquired,. 
(whieh, ‘by thé way, by no means anticipate,) we 
may meet.the question unembarrassed, and not be 
driven by any-course here upon a collateral issue, 
suchas the right-of petition, or any other. The 
force of this:sugzestion will bé more. fally appre- 
hended. after the remarks which I am abont to 
make, 

It is not to be.disguised that, from an insignifi- 
cant beginning, and with comparatively few, even 
now, who hold what are generally considered abo- 
lition sentiments, this subject is assuming an aspect 
of fearful. interest. and momentous consequence. 
‘The Senator from Alabama on my left, (Mr. Kina,) 
in my judgment, pointed, at an early day of the 
sessioa, to the true cause of alarm, if any exist. It 


was this: that religious fanaticism no longer moves | 


alone:in this:matter: that the misguided. enthusiast 
has joined hands with the designing politician. Sir, 
I refer to. it with reluctance.. I have no party pur- 
poses to'answer. » I:should be unworthy of a seat 
here; and unworthy of the confidence.that has been 
reposed in me by:an honest, intelligent, and pa- 
triotic people, if I could indulge any thing like 
partisan feelings on an occasion like this. No, sir: 
no, sir. I believe this question may, and I believe 
itis the only question that can, lead to a dissolu- 
tion-of this Union; and E have but one object, that 
is, to guard against it; to preserve inviolate the 
public faith and the provisions of: the Constitution 
under. which we have. ‘so long lived in prosperity. 
‘The Abolitionists, it is well known, long since 
avowed: their determination to make this the test 
question. in .elections;.and.I- have seen, with pro- 
fonnd regret, that in ane State at least some of the 
prominent. individuals of both'-parties have sub- 
mitted to their catechisms. Let those’ who. donbt 
that the politicians in Connecticut and New Hamp- 
shire are making use of Abolition for party par- 
poses, with a view to the approaching elections; 
notice the tone of the political newspapers . there 
within the last three or four weeks.. Itis true they 
do not avow Abolition doctrines, but they make up 
an issue not warranted by the state of facts, and 
that issue happens to be the same upon which the 
Abolitionists are -waging their war. They allege 
that to..receive..and lay upon. the table, without 
reading or printing, is equivaleut to the rejection of 
petitions... Why should. not: that course be taken 
with them?.. Has there not already been sufficient 
agitation in Congress and out of- it? Has not time 
enough been wasted? The same petitions, in sub- 
stance, have been. presented year after year and 
session after session. During the last Congress they 
were made the subject of special reference and re- 
port. Their contents are familiar as household 
words... ‘The mind of every member is definitively 
made up upon the question they involve. Argu- 
ment has been. exhausted again and again. And 
what, is now demanded? Why, not only that you 
shall receive petitions, but that you. shall take a 
particular:course with them, which is in accordance 
with the views of these gentlemen, who, not satis- 
fied with the exercise of their own rights, assume 
the prerogative of sitting in. judgment, and deter- 
mining what are your duties. : 

The coincidence. upon. this point between one 
portion of the political press in New England and 
the abolition press proper, just at~ present, is truly 


remarkable: the same sentiments,. the same argu-- 


ments, the same opprobious-epithets applied to the 
members of both Houses of Congress from. that 
section.of the, Union, who oppose any action upon 
this subject. For instance, the delegation in the 
other House from the State whieh. I have the ho- 
nor, in part, to represent here, are.charged by the 
Abolition. press with having denied: the right of pe- 
tition, and the same thing is reiterated by the poli- 
tieal-press, in the face of their votes upon the direct 


question during :the present session... It is notorious; 
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that the question of receiving petitions upon this 
subject has been taken in both Houses, and decided 
affirmatively by-overwhelming majorities; and yet 
there is a persevering-and systematic: attempt on 
the part of the political as well'as the Abolition 
press to give the impression that the right of peli- 
tion is denied. I have already detained the Senate 


longer than I intended, and will not pursue the. 
subject further than to add, that he has turned over- 


the pages of history to little purpose, who would 
net regard with unqualified horror the connection 
of religious bigotry with political power; and to 
warn gentlemen on all sides to frown upon the first 
manifestations of a disposition to connect the poli- 
tics of the day with that spirit of fanaticism which, 
under the- pretence of promoting the cause of civil 
liberty, would- trample in the dust our glorions 
Constitution, adopted in a spirit of compromise and 
concession, and in the exercise of that spirit alone 
to be maintained. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, of Kentucky, rose. He 
said that, if the object of these resolutions was to 
produce peace and allay excitement, it appeared to 
him that they were not very likely to accomplish 
such an object. More vague and general abstrac- 
tions than they were could hardly have been 
brought forward, and they were more calculated to 
produce agitation, and stir up discontent and bad 
blood, than to do any good’ whatever. Such he 
knew was the general opinion of Southern men, 
few of whom, however they assented to the ab- 
stractions, approved of this method of agitating the 
subject. Mr. C. was quite at a loss to comprehend 
what good such resolutions could effect; there was 
nothing practical in them; they were in the air, 
aerial, unbusiness-like, theoretical abstractions, 
ently calculated to agitate, and to bring the rights 
of the South to trial, to bring them up for discus- 
sion, to create difference and discord on abstract 
questions among-those. who all agreed on the one 
practical point, viz: that the rights of the South 


“must be preserved. He (Mr. C.) would not say 


that they were the work of Abolitionism, but of this 
he was certain, that sach a mode of bringing the 
South to trial, and putting up her rights to be. dis- 
puted, by drawing out theories on which no two 
men could absolutely agree, was most eminently 
calculated to aid, and.no doubt would greatly aid, 
the Abolitionists. The mover of these resolutions 
relies mainly upon two points to carry the Senate 
with him: first, he reiterates, over and over again, 
the trite theme and cry of “danger to the Union;” 
and next, that, if he is not followed in this move- 
ment, he urges the inevitable consequence of the 
“destruction of the Urion.” 


Mr. C. thought it possible the gentleman might 
be mistaken. It possibly might not be exactly true 
that, to save the Union, it was necessary to follow 
him. Qa the contrary, some were of opinion, and 
he for one was much inclined to be of the same 


-view, that, to follow the distinguished mover of 


these resolutions, to pursue the course of irritation, 
agitation, and intimidation which he chalked ont, 
would be the very best and surest method that 
could be chalked out, to destroy this great and 
happy. Union, The Senator (Mr. CALHOUN) is 
daily, and almost twenty times a day, telling us 
that the disease is great—is terrible—is frightful— 
is absolutely incurable! But, if it be as he repre- 
sents, if the disease be incurable, why does he 
come forward asa physician to heala disease which 
he himself declares to us is past all healing? What 
can possibly be the object of the resolutions, if the 
evil they propose to assuage is past all cure? What 
was the use of bringing them forward, if the gen- 
tleman is sincere in thinking that no application 
can be of any benefit to a disease which he paints 
every hour of the day as being frightfully removed 
from all the powers of remedy? Is such language, 
on the other hand, only intended asa politic method 
of carrying by force and terror and alarm every 
trembling vote inhis train? Whatever might be 
the object. of the gentleman, it certainly appeared 
rather strange to him (Mr. CRITTENDEN) that he 
should bring forward his resolutions as a remedy, 
and descant most forcibly upon their healing, test- 
ing, curing, and sanatory powers, and almost in 
the same, breath tell us that the disease is so- feat- 


fal, so far gone, so alarming, so-terrifie; that ‘his: 


very remedy. which he offérs is good:for' nothing!» . 


So farit appeared to Mr. C, that Mr. Caunonwis: 


course was -not . calculated to heal;.-orstoproduce:. 
‘peace, though: such. he professed ‘were his Objects, 


There was again another: argument; 
tested; which also appeared::to: M. i 
DEN ‘calculated to produce: confidence-in the:Akos 
litionists, and alarm: in :the:South; ant 


in -whichihe! 
x 


vall the: 


friends of the ‘South; calculated, he: thought, if: its. 


:were not exposed. and. avoided, tofadd thickly. to:the: 
ranks of ‘Abolitionism, and ‘to: weaken. the ranks’ 


of the South, by forcing out many of ‘its :warmest: 
and most ardent friends and supporters. The argu-- 
ment was—though not- of: course ‘so. plainly and 
openly expressed—that ‘there could- be no confi- 
dence in any opposition to: Abolitionism, unless it: 
came from. Mr. Cacnoun and. his party! unless-it 
came from the State rights party! . And, therefore,. 
the necessary consequence which follows: is, that 
unless the whole. country shall follow. the gentle- 
man, and range themselves behind him in:his par- 
ty, there. can be no preservation of the Union, 


‘there can be no available’ opposition.to Abolition- 


ism! Such a mode of acting and-reasoning upon 
the subject appeared to Mr, C. as making a stalk- 
ing horse, a tool,of Abolitionism, to’ serve. asa 


mean, and as an instrument of promoting personal. - 


views and party ambition, under the pretence. of 
infinite-good to the country. : beans 

` He (Mr: C.) admired the ingenuity exhibited.by 
all this; he did not complain of. the genius and, ta- 
lent which could convert a danger and:an’évil.to 
its own purposes; but. he should complain: of, or. 
rather pity, all, if any, who might be led to an- 
swer this end by the alarms and terrors.thrown 
out! Yes, if what the gentleman says be true, we- 
must all join his new friends and party, or-—the 
country is ruined; all is ruined; the Union will pe- 
rish; Abolitionism will rear its frightful: head in 
horrid triumph! J 
ing all these dreadful horrors but by joining-him 
and his new friends and party! We may give the 


South our good wishes, nay, we may. be.resolved.. 
to stand by the South, and die for its rights and: : 
our rights, but it. will all be in vain, unless we: 
join the gentleman: and his partyt: What:is the» 
effect of- all this? -What is this but saying.to the: 


Abolitionists “go on, go on;allisih your favor, do not 
caleulate‘on any opposition but from me and the 
State rights party!” ` Such a course and: ‘such de- 
clarations may well create a just-and solid ground: 
of alarm to the South! What! arethere no friends 
to the South but the gentleman and his little party? 


Is it left so weak, so helpless, so friendless, as to.. 


hare no friends, no sympathy, no supporters in the 
whole country, but the gentleman himself and his 
little State rights party? Ts there no other banner 
displayed? Is there no other banner under: which 
its friends must arrange themselves, but the tatter- 
ed, shattered, ragged rag of the flag of this little . 
State rights party? But what is this party for 
which such vast preponderance is claimed;:.which 
takes to itself such exclusive. powers, and: calls for 
such unqualified allegiance and submission? What 
are its principles? What has it done? For: the 
life of him he could-not teu! If he knew any thing 
of himself and his own principles, he. was a State 
rights man himself, staunch and true, for he would 
not allow his own State (Kentucky) to be encroach- 
ed upon one foot. If principle made him one, he 
was one of this party; but if to follow the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Cannoun) was all 
that made one, he was quite sure that he (Mr. C.) 
was not, andwould not ever (in thal sense) be one, 
But because‘he did not follow in the gentleman’s 
party, was be, therefore an Abolitionist? Thiswas, 
however, the inference which he (Mr. Catron) 
had taken upon himself to draw. Like the: Saint 
in Hadibras, who might commit any sin with‘im- 
punity, on account of his great piety, so -here, stich 
is the virtue of a political name, that. whoever en- 
lists under the banner, is free from ‘all’ imputation, 
while all the sins that can be imputed: to:man are 
laid upon the shoulders of those who do not: fall 
into the privileged ranks of the: immaculate party! 
Mr. C. was for holding thisfGovernmrent strictly 
to its powers: is that, he would ask, being a-State 
rights man? But suppose he ‘would vote for a 


There is: no possibility of escap- : 
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bank! That would not be allowed, and must then 
be stricken oft the roll! What must he do? What 
sentiments must he hold? Must he go with the 
member from South Carolina (Mr. Catnoun) in 
every thing, and, if he did not submit, was he to 
be considered an Abolitionist? Mr. C. only made 
these remarks to show to Mr. CaLsoun, if it were 
possible, the extreme indiscretion of the tone and 
line of argument upon which he had thrown him- 
salf; the bigoted politics he laid down, that every 
one must follow him, implicitly, or else they were, 
by necessity, Abolitionists. To say the least, he 
thought there was great indiscretion in such a 
course; and it was (however it might appear 
otherwise to the hasty and hot-headed) seriously 
calculated to bring injury upon the cause of the 
South, instead of benefit. He (Mr. C.) was no 
more an Abolitionist than Mr. Catuoun himself: 
there were thousands as sound as Mr. CALHOUN 
could be, he might say sounder, who yet were calm 
and temperate and quiet. And though he (Mr. C.) 
was far indeed, as was well enough known, from 
being an Abolitionist, yet he could not concur in 
the extravagant alarms which Mr. CALHOUN was 
repeatedly sounding inthe ears of the Senate. He 
could not agree with him in the extravagant ex- 
pression of such mental terrors. He did not think 
the South ruined, the country ruined, all ruined, 
every thing ruined, unless he (Mr. CALHOUN) was 
implicitly followed! Far from it. He felt secure; 
the country was secure; the South, the Union, all 
was secure, behind the firm barrier of the Constitu- 
tion. We are (said Mr. C.) strong in the Consti- 
tution; strong in public opinion, which is on our 
side; strong in the votes which have always been 
for our rights and for the Constitution ; and, lastly, 
we are stronger than all in the strength of the 
States, which are able to protect themselves. 

Mr. C. said he could see no good whatever as 
likely to result from these resolutions. He did not 
think their language decorous enough as applied to 
sovereign States. The States are the sovereign 
elements of this Union, and shall we talk to them 
of “intermeddling?” If the States were entitled to 
respect from any quarter of this Government, it 
was here in the Senate that they ought to meet 
with respect. He therefore deprecated the use of 
language harsh, offensive, indecorons, and irri- 
tating, especially when by such language the object 
professed to be aimed at was to unite, to soothe, 
and to allay excitement. The means for this were 
in direct contradiction to the end. As to the Ver- 
mont resolutions, which these were especially 
framed to meet, he (Mr. C.) would laugh to scorn 
the pettish language of such documents, but he 
would not officially treat a sovereign State with 
indignity. f 

It was declared (Mr. C.) said) that petitions for 
the abolition of‘slavery in the District of Columbia 
were a direct attack on the institution of slavery in 
the States. Mr. C. said this was an abuse of lan- 
guage. If it could be regarded at all as an attack, 
it certainly was not an avowed or direct attack 
upon the institution of slavery in the States, and 
he saw no propriety of using terms of mere exagge- 
ration and alarm. If the question of the power of 
Congress to abolish slavery in the District was a 
controverted one, had not a State a right to peti- 
tion: on thé súbject? And should they undertake to 
denounce the'conduct of a sovereign State? 

MreCALHOUN: followed in reply. He said 
that -he-was not-at‘aH: surprised-that he and the 
Senator-from Kentucky should -take-such very dif- 
ferent-views Of the subjects- We differ totally as 
to the facts; and: 1t isnot wonderful that -we should 
differ-as to the- remedy. “With ‘such ‘opinions as’ 
the Senator entertains, all attempts-to resist-a- thing- 
so innocent and harmless as-abolition must, appear: 


perfectly aseless. He-sees no-danger-in- the orga-~ 


nization of 150;000 persons’ into- societies; with a- 
powerful press and amplefunds;imbuing the rising ~ 
generation at the -North-with the beliéf that the in-. 
stitutions of thè- Southern~ States: -averesinful and” 


immorak-and that it’ was’ doing’: God -sérvice: tos- 
abolish them; evén ift should involve the destruc- 


tion-of-half of their inhabitants, who “are represent-- 
ed as murderers and- pirates: Tt-would-be iw vam 


for hiin-to-attempt. to diseuss:the subject--with the- 


Senator from ‘Kentucky ,-while-he contirues-to -en- | 


tertain such opinions. But three years since, we 
considered three hundred societies to be a cause of 
just apprehension; and now they number 1,500, 
and are increasing at the rate of one a day, and the 
Senater sees nothing to excite attention. To what 
extent must the disease progress before he can be 
moved? If it should spread universally “over the 
non-Slaveholding States, so that the two sections 
should consider each other as the most odious of 
the human race, could the Union exist? And if 
not, he would be glad to know to what point it 
must extend before it becomes dangerous, and 
when we would be justified in resistung it? He 
would be glad to- hear the Senator’s answer to this 
question. 

The Senator next objects that these resolutions 
are mere abstractions, and therefore worthless. 
The Senator could not be ignorant of the rise and 
progress of the important political. revolutions re- 
corded in history, and he would appeal to him, if 
what he calls abstractions did not'lie at the bottom 
of most of them. Have not almost all of the 
revolutions in our parent country, from Magna 
Charta down to that which placed the present royal 
family on the throne, originated in abstract prnei- 
ples? Did not our own Revolution originate in ab- 
stractions of the highest order? We did not wait 
for actual oppression to rouse us to resistance ; but, 
as Burke said, we snuffed the approach of tyranny 
in the tainted breeze. To come down still later, 
did not the abstract resolutions of his own State, 
and that of her honored mother, strike down at a 
blow the alien and sedition acts to the ground, and 
effect a revolution which will be felt so long as 
we are a people? With these striking examples, 
can the Senator consider abstractions so very 
worthless? The fact is, that it is abstract truths 
only that deeply impress the understanding and the 
heart, and effect great and durable revolutions; and 
the higher the intelligence of a people, the greater 
their influence. It is only the ignorant and the 
brute creation over whom they have no control. 

The Senator next accuses him of inconsistency. 
He rests his charge on the assertion that I despair, 
and then infers that he (Mr. Catnoun) acted incon- 
sistently in introducing these resolutions. It was 
painful to be misrepresented as frequently as he 
was in debate. Fle had never uttered the language 
of despair, though he had often said that the dark 
and fell spirit now abroad in the non-slaveholding 
States would end in a catastrophe, if not arrested. 
If it continued to advance without resistance, it 
would terminate in disuaion or civil commotion. 
It was unavoidable. But he had never said that it 
could not be arrested, if timely met, and in the de- 
cided manner it should be. He had also said that 
the battle must be fought in the North, or the South 
must take the remedy into its own hands. Others 
had said the same; and for using this language, the 
Senator comes to the conclusion that he despaired, 
and on this slender foundation raises the charge of 
inconsistency. In the same spirit, he charges him 
as using angry and violent language, because he 
had thought proper lo draw up the resolutions in 
strong and decided terms, and defend them in the 
same terms in debate. 

The Senator next takes offence, because he re- 
lied on the State rights party to oppose the Aboli- 
fionists in the non-slaveholding States, and asks if, 


by the State rights party, was meant the small’ 


party under a tattered and torn banner? He sup- 
posed the Senator meant the Nullifying party; and, 
if so, he feared it would be a very unequal contest 
in the northern States. 

[Mr. Crirrenpen explained.] 

“Mr. CALHOUN resumed. He used the expres- 
sion on another occasion, and ina more restricted 
sense, than wher he used it on the present. 

“Lhe Senator Next inquired what was meant by 
the State rights‘party.< He did’ not expéct the in- 
quiry from that qtarter; ‘but, as`it Was made, he 
would: reply: toit He meant the party who be- 


lieved that this was a Federal Rephbli¢a Re pub- 
stituentparts'ot which Were States; in 
conwadistinction to a national consolidated Repub- 
lic, in-which the consutuent parts Were thé aggre: 
gate ‘mass ‘of the American people, taken collec” 


lic; the con 


tively; “and ‘in’ which ‘tle States bore the same 
relation tothe whole'as countiés do to the States. 


Senate. a 


` -He-isnext.acensed by the Senator with charging $ 
all who were not of the State rights party as being’: 


-Abolitionists. ‘This:has as little foundation asthe. 


other.charges of the Senator. So far from making- 
snch a charge, he expressly stated, again and again, < 
that he acquitted the great. mass of all- parties. of 
abolition, and that he believed that we had the 
good wishes of the great body of the national or 
consolidated party, and who. were ready to vote 
that it was inexpedient to touch thé subject of sla- 
very. But he also stated; when he looked for a 
constitutional remedy, he was compelled to turn to 
the State rights party, in whdse creed only it could 
be found. If, then, he looked to one party, instead 
of both, it was simply because the political creed of 
the one furnished a remedy, and the other did not; 
and has not this debate furnished incontestable 
proof of the truth of his- assertion? Others had 
taken offence at the same declaration, and he called 
on them to refute what he had asserted, by laying 
resolutions on the table framed in their view of the 
Constitution, which would oppose the slightest con- 
stitutional barrier against the encroachments of the 
Abolitionists. None had been, and he had a right to, 
infer that none could: be. But he would rejoice to’ 
have his impressions corrected, if erroneous, and 
to have the co-operation of both parties, and would. 
now call on the Senators who differed from him on 
the federative character of our system, to submit 
resolutions, as substitutes for his, that-would op- 
pose an effectual constitutional barrier to the doc- 
trines of the Abolitionists.. He was not so much 
attached to his own but that he would cheerfully 
surrender his for others of equal force. 

We are next told by the Senator, that the term 
direct is not correctly applied; as an attack on sla- 
very in this District or the Territories cannot be a 
direct attack on slavery in the States. He believ- 
ed, notwithstanding the objection, that the epithet 
could be fairly defended. The avowed object of 
the Abolitionists, in attacking slavery in this Dis- 
trict and the Territories, was to attack and destroy 
it in the States; and is as much a direct attack as 
firing a train to blew up a magazine would be an | 
attack on the magazine itself. But as such discus- 
sion would lead to metaphysical niceties, he would, 
to accommodate the Senator, agree to strike out 
the word, and make it read a dangerous attack un 
all the slaveholding States; which would: not be 
much less strong. í 

It is finally objected by the Senator, that the ex-. 
pression infermeddle was disrespectfal, when ap- 
plied to the States.’ He did not think so. It was 
used in the general, without designating any State, 
and he thought the Senate had not only aright to 
use it, but were called on by the circumstances in 
which it was placed, to define its position and de- 
clare its opinion, in reference to the interference of 
one portion of the Confederacy with the peculiar 
institutions of the other. It had unquestionably the 
right to say what is its conception of such interfer- 
ence, whether it was consistent with the Constita- 
tion, with the peace and harmony or existence of 
the Union, or not, and no State had a right. to con- 
sider such declaration as an offence. But he was 
anxious to modify his resolutions, as far as phrases 
ology was concerned, so asto suit others, and 
would yield, without hesitation, the word -inter 
meddle, and substitute in its place any attempt.’ It 
would not vary the sense, nor weaken the expres- 
sion materially, while, he trusted, it would entirely 
remove the objection of the Senator to the resolú=: 
tion. 

Mr. PRESTON suggested to the mover to strike: 
out the words “on the ground or under the pretext 
that it was immoral or sinful,” and insert: on any 
pretext whatever.” ERA 

Mr. CALHOUN objected to striking ‘out the 
words referred to hy his colleague; they “met the 
Abolitionists directly; but would aécept as a modi- 
fication the words he proposed to add: 

Mr. PRESTON moved farther’ to insert the 
words “also a violation of the public faith implied 
in the cession of this District by the States. of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland.” — ,; Beg Ee 

Mr. CALHOUN had always been of the opinion 
that arly interference ‘with slavery in this District? 
would nót only be a violation of thé. public Tai 
the States‘ of Virginia and Maryland; buywoul 
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so be.adirect violation of the 8th--amended article 
of the Constitution. “He had not, however, thought 


< proper to’ assert it, as he knew that there was a ma- 


` 


‘ily in the Senate of a different opinion, and as 


his‘object was to place the question on no: particu- ` 


lat'portion: of the Constitution, but on its general 


‘character’ and ‘structure; which he thought was- 


“much stronger, and much less liable to be disputed. 

He would neither object nor assent to the proposed 
modification, and: would leave it, without further 
remark, to the: decision of the Senate. i 

Mr. Peesron’s second amendment was then 
agreed to; after “which `. ran ; 

Mr. CLAY. of Kentucky rose to say a few words. 
He said'that he could vote for neither the fifth nor 
sixth ‘resolution, in the shape in which they were 
presented’ by the Senator from South Carolina. 
Although‘he had'tisén to state his objections par- 
ticularly to ‘the ‘fifth, ow that-he was up, he 
would make some general observations on the 
whole subject of the series of resolutions. 

‘I have voted, (continued Mr. C.) without hesi- 
tation, for the first resolutions offered by that Sena- 
tor, after they were modified or amended, not from 
any confidence which I have in their healing vir- 
tues. Ihave voted for them as abstract proposi- 
tions, and in the sense in which I understand them; 
that is, in the plain natural sense which their lan- 
guage imports. With respect to the point so mach 
insisted upon in this debate, and” which had pro- 
duced great controversy in former times, whether 
the Constitution is to be regarded as the werk of 
the people of the United States collectively, or of 
the separate States composing the Confederacy, I 
have always thought that more importance is at- 
tached to it than it deserves. Wether formed in 


the one mode or the other, the powers granted in. 


the Constitution, and its true interpretation, are 
exactly thesame. The real question in consider- 
ing the instrument is, not how the Constitution 
was made, but what is it, as it is? ~ What are the 
powers. delegated by it—-the powers necessary and 
proper to carry into effect the delegated powers—its 
prohibitions?’ “What, ‘in. short, is: the sum of its 
whole powers? ` I have always understood, accord: 
ing to historical fact, that the Constitution was 
framed by a Convention, composed of delegates 
appointed by the Legislatures of~ the. several 
States; and that after it was adopted, it was sub- 
mitted to Conventions of Delegates, choseri by the 
people of the several States, each acting separate- 
ly by and for itself; and, being ratified by the 
Conventions of a sufficient number, it became the 
Constitution of the United States, or, in its own 
language, of the people of the United States. 

The series of resolutions under consideration has 
been introduced by the-Senator from Seuth Caro- 
lina, after he and other Senators from the South 
had deprecated discussion on the delicate subject 
to which they relate.. They have occasioned mach 
discussion, in which hitherto I have not participat- 
ed. I hope that the tendency of the resolutions 
may be allay the excitement which. unhappily pre- 
vails, in respect to the: abolition of slavery; but I 
confess, Mr. President, that, taken altogether, and 
in connection with other circumstances, and espe- 
cially considering the. manner. in. which their au- 
thor has pressed them on. the Senate, I . fear that 
they will have.the opposite effect; and particularly 
atthe North, that they may increase. and exaspe- 
rate, instead of diminishing ‘and assuaging the ex- 
isting irritation... I- apprehend that they will only 
serve to furnish new- texts for fresh commen- 
tary and further divisions. And I cannot but re- 
gard the unnecessary combination of the subject 
of abolition with that alien and the most exciting 
of all subjects at the present period, the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States, in the same 
series of resolutions, as peculiarly unfortunate. I 
know that Texas. is not specially mentioned in the 
last resolution, but the country will:understand the 
intention and allusion of ‘the resolution as distinct- 


ly as if it had: been expressly designated. It can-: 


not be forgotten. that; immediately after the tidings 


of the memorable “battle of San. Jacinto reached 


this city, the Senator: from South Carolina (Mr. 
Calhoun) expressed.in the Senate his opinion that 
the independence of ‘Texas ought immediately to 
be recognised, and his wish that, before the adjourn- 


ment of Congress, 
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it should be annexed to the 
United States. A resolution now lies upon the 
table of the Senate, introduced by the other Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, (Mr. Preston,) proposing 
a Contingent annexation of it to the United States. 

hen these facts are borne ia mind, will not all 
"derstand the last resolution, although abstract in 
Orm, as intended to commit the Senate, in ad- 
vance, to the annexation? Our purpose, our 
anxious aim, should be to compose thé North, to 
arrest the progress of the spirit of abolition, and 
to give strength and confidence to the numerous 
friends of the Union in that quarter. Is it then 
wise and discreet to blend these two unhappy 
causes of agitation together? Had we not better 
keep them separate and distinct, and the act on 
the prudent maxim that sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof? 

The Senator from South Carolina has offered his 
resolutions, he tells us, to revive and rally the State 
rights party. But I cannot think that the slave- 
holding States ought to consent to place their pecu- 
liar interests in the exclusive safe-keeping of any 
one party, however correct some of us may believe 
its principles to be. Are not the clear, undoubted, 
acknowledged guaranties of the Constitution of 
those interests far above, and superior to any secu- 
tity which can be derived from the particular tenets 
of any party? Parties rise up and go down, but the 
Constitution remains a perpetual and sure bulwark 
against all attacks upon the rights of the slave- 
holding States, from whatever quarter they may 
proceed. No, sir: do not let us put our trust in any 
party exclusively; Jet us invoke the united guar- 
‘dianship of all—the Whigs, the Democratic party, 
the Republican party, the Jackson Van Buren 
party, the Federal party, the Union party, the Nul- 
lifiers and the Loco Focos—all, in preserving the 
inviolability of the Constitution, and protecting 
against every encroachment delicate and momen- 
tous interests, which cannot be seriously touched, 
without endangering the stability of our entire poli- 
tical fabric. ` 

We want in the slaveholding States nothing done 
here to stimulate our vigilance, or to unite us upon 
the subject of our present deliberations. We may 
differ there in the degree of sensibility which we 
display; but we are all firmly and unanimously re- 
solved to defend and maintain our rights at all ha- 
zards; and should the hour of trial ever come, those 
who appear now the least agitated, will not be be- 
hind those who are foremost and ‘loudest in pro- 
claiming the existence of danger. The object of 
the Senate should be to allay excitement, quiet 
the public mind, and check the progress of the 
spirit of abolition at the North; and, above all, to 
strengthen the well-disposed, and to give no ad- 
vantage to agitators. It was with that view I 
have inquired of Northern Senators, charged with 
the presentation of abolition petitions, whether the 
spirit of Abolitionism‘ was spreading; and, if so, 
what was the cause. Their answer was, that it 
was increasing; and that the cause was the impres- 
sion which the Abolitionists had been able to make 
on the northern mind, that the constitutional right 
of petition was denied them by the two Houses of 
Congress. ‘This statement is corroborated and con- 
firmed by information which has reached me 
through a variety of channels. Many who are not 
Abolitionists, are induced to join them, because 
they believe the right of petition has been practi- 
cally denied. On this subject, allow me to read an 
extract from a letter (the perusal of the whole letter 
is at the service of any Senator) which I have lately 
received, addressed to me by a highly intelligent 
and patriotic gentleman in Rhode Island. [Here 


“Mr. Cray read the following extract: 


“I have been so much gratified with your re- 


‘marks in relation to the cause of the increase of 


the Abolitionists in the North, that I thought it 
might do some good, and at least relieve my own 
mind, if I stated to you what we think on the sub- 
ject here. There is no doubt but that the Abolition- 
ists are rectuiting here by the artful mode in which 
they turn to their account the spirit or sensitiveness 
manifested by the southern members on the subject 
of slavery, and they are encouraged, also, to greater 
efforts; because they think they see in all this a 
proof that the work of agitation is thus begun in 


‘Senate. 


the South, and that the leaven will work until the 
whole lamp is leavened. -I£ the’. petitions for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia had 
been duly received and considered -as other peti- 
tions would have been, I have no: doubt this agi- 
tating subject, if not put entirely at rést, atleast 
would not now have been 80 connected with ‘the’ 
sacred right of petition as to enable it to produce 
the effect it now docs amongst us. ` ; 

“At our Jast election for members of Congress, 
letters were sent from the secretary of the Anti- 
Slavery Society to each of the candidates, requiring 
of them a communication of their sentiments on 
the right of Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the right of petition 16 Con- 
gress on this subject. Each candidate. answered 
(except one) in such a way as that he might have 
consistently received the votes of the Abolitionists. 
If the simple question had been upon the expe- 
diency of abolishing slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, these gentlemen would probably have all 
answered in the negative. Yousee, therefore, how 
this question is brought to bear on the people, and 
through them on the members of Congress, and 
we, who feel opposed to the whole of this anti- 
slavery machinery, find ourselves deprived of the 
power of doing any thing effectively by the impo- 
litie zeal of southern gentlemen. To them, there- 
fore, I would appeal, (unless, in truth, they are de- 
sirous of abandoning the Union,) that they wsuld 
so let their moderation be. known unto all men, 
that the fanatics of the North, as they choose’ to 
call them, may be put in the wrong before the 
whole people, so that. their own friends here may 
have some ground to stand upon. 2 

“I look forward with great apprehension to the 
time when the North and the South shall be unani- 
mously divided with that zeal which may urgeeach ` 
to action on the subject of slavery. The Union 
will not only then be dissolved, but the people on 
both sides so exasperated that a furious fanatical 
anti-slavery and pro-slavery war will be inevitable. 
Men enough will be found to seek to ride upon the 
whirlwind and direct. the storm in the North as 
well as the South, and the Union and the spirit of ` 
Republicanism will expire together amidst throes 
and convulsions, which will cover our now beauti- 
ful land with desolation.. Does the chivalry of the 
South desire to point its lance at' the breasts. of the 
Northern fanatics? When was chivalry a. match 
for fanaticism? Let the Crusades—let the’ success 
of Cromwell answer. When men already begin 
to court death in the cause of anti-slavery, as giv- 
ing them the crown of martyrdom, (I allude to 
Lovejoy, and we understand that another has al- 
ready offered himself to share the same fate,) what 
may we not expect when patriotism shall arm in 
such a cause, and it shall become identified not 
merely with the liberty of the African, but our own 
liberty and prosperity! “And is it not well to look 
around us before we urge each other to this dread 
precipice? If there is nothing due to those men at 
the North who are lighting up this fame, is there 
nothing due to those who are endeavoring or are 
desirous to extinguish it? Is there nothing due to 
our common'country——to the civilized world, that 
this light among the nations should not be extin- 
guished, and extinguished in blood? Mr. Calhoun 
is reported as having spoken ‘with contempt of the 
idea of arguing this question with the Abolitionists 
by means of a report from a committee.’ I ask 
him not so to argue with them, but I ask him so ty, 
argue with those who are not already- with these 
men, as to prevent their enlisting under their sable 
banners. But if there are any men at the South 
who think as some of. our Northern men thought 
in former days, that our country is ‘tuo big for 
union,’ and. ‘that Federalism is founded in mis- 
take,’ (the sentiments of Fisher Ames, published 
by his friends,) to them I. have nothing to say, and 
of them Ihave nothing to hope, but that they. will 
add fuel to the flames until their own people may 
be ready to trample upon that Constitution under 
which we have so long prospered as a people, and 
which, if administered in its true spirit, will insure 
domestic tranquillity, promote the general welfare, 
and (in the language of its preamble) ‘secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.’ 

“On this subject may we be advised by the wis- 
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dom of Washington in his farewell address, and 
may ‘these counsels ofan old and affectionate friend? 
(to use his own words) ‘control the current of the 
passions, and prevent our nation from running the 
course which has hitherto marked the destiny of na- 
tions” May ‘they moderate the fury of party spi- 
rit, and guard against the imposiures of pretended 
patriotism.’ $ 

“I have taken the liberty of writing yon, currente 
calamo, this long letter; my object is my best apolo- 
gy; we are bound together by a common interest, 
and whileso much is doing to alienate us from 
each other, shall no voice be heard preaching peace, 
union, and concord?”] 

I could not offer you, sir, any argument so good 
as that which is so feelingly and eloquently enfore- 
ed in the extract which I have just read. It is well 
known to the Senate that I have constantly enter- 
tained the opinion that the best way to check the 
spirit of abolition was to receive respectfully. and 
refer these petitions to the proper committee. That 
would be the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia; one now, and which probably has been, ever 
since the commencement of the Government, so 
constituted as to comprise a majerity of members 
from the slaveholding States. If they were thus 
referred, silently referred, as has been the practice 
during a great part of the period of the existence of 
the Government, there would be no agitation fo- 
mented here, no ground for asserting that the sacred 
right of petition had been violated. 

The People may attempt to exercise that right in 
three different descriptions of cases: Ist. In instan- 
ces where Congress manifestly does not possess the 
constitutional power to grant the relief prayed for. 
In these, the petition may be rejected instantly, 
without reference and without debate, and no just 
cause of complaint would exist. 2d. In cases 
where the constitutional power, the exercise of 
which is invoked, is controverted, doubtful or un- 
certain, In these, a reference of the petition may 
be necessary to examine into the existence of the 
power, as well as into the expediency of exercising 
it. Ol this controverted nature is the legislative 
powerof Congress in this District. No one would 
contend that a petition to establish a Bank of the 
United Statee should be instantly rejected, without 
debate and without reference, upon the sale ground 
that a large portion of the Senate should think it 
unconstitutional, Other examples of contested 
power may be casily conceived. And 3d. In 
cases where the power is incontestably possessed 
by Congress to grant the redress praved for. In the 
two last descriptions of cases, I think that Congress 
is bound attentively to receive the petitions, and 
respectfully to dispose of them. A Government 
which, like ours, is the Government of the people, 
should be parentally administered, so as not only to 
do right, but, as far as possible, to give general sa- 
tisfaction. Š 

It-has been argued that, when a petition is once 
put in the possession of the Senate, the right of pe- 
titioning has been practically enjoyed; and that the 
Senate may reject it instantly, refer it, lay it up- 
on the table, or dispose of it as may be thought 
proper. Undoubtedly this is true; but in the great 
business of human life, public and private, the 
manner in which itistransacted is often as impor- 
tant, sometimes more important, than what is done 
orrefused. And a wise Government should be 
particularly careful not to wound or inflame popu- 
lar sensibility on subjects respecting which large 
mtasses choose to exercise the constitutional right 
of petition. he course which the Senate has pur- 
sued, in regard to these abolition petitions, for about 
two years past, is this:a Senator states from his 
place that he is charged with the presentation of 
of one of them, and moves that it be received. 
Another Senator thereupon rises, and moves that 
the motion to receive the petition be laid upon the 
table; and the Senate accordingly orders the motion 
to receive the petition to be laid upon the table; 
and thus the petition is not received in a parlia- 
mentary sense. The Senate ‘does not decide the 
question of its reception. f 

This course I have always thought unfortunate. 
It is unsatisfactory. The petitioners feel that they 
_ have been neglected, and they allege that the right 


of petition has been denied. ` But it has been con- | 


tended that these petitioners are mad and reckless 
fanatics, and it hasbeen indignantly asked whether 
they merit respectful treatment. Mr. President, my 
observation and experience in life have taught me, 
that when we are addressed or assailed, our con- 
duct should not be regulated by. the harsh, vitu- 
perative, or fanatical language, or the condition, 
whatever it may be, of those who approach us, but 
by the standard of our own respectability, standing, 
and character in life. Andin regard to these pe- 
titions, the question should ‘not be so much what 
do the petitioners deserve, as what js due from the 
calm, elevated, dignified, august character of the 
Senate of the United States? These petitioners, 
misguided as they are, and highly mischievous as Ë 
believe the tendency of their proceedings to be, are 
a part of the people of the United States and our 
constituents, Shall we allow ourselves to be rash; 
to be moved by anger, or transported by rage, be- 
cause fanatics, as they. are called, or thoughtless 
men and women, present petitions to accomplish 
an object which, if seriously entertained, would 
justly excite profound alarm? 

The mode of disposing of these petitions which 
the Senate has lately pursued has certainly not pro- 
duced the tranqvilizing effect so anxiously desired. 
It has, on the contrary, aggravated, and I fear will 
continue to aggravate, the disease. The Aboli- 
tionists have not diminished, but increased, and in- 
creased, as the most satisfactory information as- 
sures us, because they have been able to persuade 
many that the right of petition is invaded and has 
been denicd. And many who are not Abolition- 
ists now unite with them to assert and maintain 
the right of petition. Itis to be seriously appre- 
hended that co-operation for one purpose may ulti- 
mately lead to co-operation for other purposes, not 
within the original contemplation of the parties. If 
the Senate, by persisting in its recent course, en- 
able the Abolitionists to derive succor from new 
allies; and if we should also unhappily place in 
their hands an additional instrument, by unneces- 
sarily coupling the annexation of Texas with the 
subject of abolition in the same series of resolu- 
tions, then indeed there will be too much reas7n to 
apprehend that the North, at no distant day, will 
be united as one man. 

It appears to me, sir, that what becomes us is to 
keep the Abolitionists separate and distinct from 
all other classes, standing out in bold and promi- 
nent relief; and the subject of Abolition separate 
and distinct from the right of petition, from Texas, 
and from all other subjects; Jet them stand alone, 
unmixed with the rest of the community, without 
the general sympathy, and exposed to the over- 
whelming force of the united opinion of all who 
desire the peace, the harmony, and the union of 
this Confederacy. I would receive, respectfully 
receive, their petitions, refer them, and occasional- 
ly present. calm, dispassionate, and argumentative 
reports against them. Thisis the manner in which 
petitions for abolition were received in the first 
Congress, upon the recommendation of Mr. Madi- 
son; and that in which they were ever afterwards 
received, untilthe practice was changed about two 
years ago. What is there in the mere fact of the 
reception of a petition to create alarm? Or in its 
subsequent reference, especially to a committee 
known to he hostile to its object? 

But it is said that these fanatics are beyond the 
reach of any argument; and it is triumphantly 
asked, Will you condescend to argue with such de- 
luded persons? Yes! I say, yes. To. preserve 
these admirable institutions of ours, and this glo- 
rious Union, from the possibility of all danger, I 
would argue with any one, with lunatics them- 
selves, in their lucid intervals, and argue -again and 
again. It is not, however, to recall alone the Abo- 
litionists to a sense of peace and duty, that these 
appeals to the reason, the judgment, and the patri- 
otism of the country, should be sent forth from 
these halls. They would address themselves, with 
powerful effect, to all that, vastly the largest, por- 
tion of the Northern community who are unin- 
fected by Abolitionism. When has Congress un- 
successfully appealed to the intelligence, the pa- 
triotism, and the valor of the American people? 


. In such a cause we should never tire nor despair. 


Mr. President, I have no apprehension, not the 


Senate. 


` a separation of this. Union. 


smallest, for the safety- of the Union, from:any : 


state of things which now exists. I: will. not sane. 
swer for consequences which may ensue from:harsh. 
and opprobrious- language, and from: indiscreti: 
and rashness on the part of: individuals.or of Gons; 
gress, here or elsewhere. .. We allow’ ourselves;:te:: 
speak too frequently, and with. too much: levity, of, 
; It. is a terrible wordy: 
to which our ears: should not. be. familiarized: E; 
desire to.see in continued safety and prosperity: this 
Union, and no other Union. -Igo for this Union: 
as it is, one and indivisible, without diminution.: <I 
will neither voluntarily leave il, nor be driven’ out 
of it by force. Here, in. my place, I shall contend 
for all the rights of the State which has sent me 
here. I shall contend for them with undoubting 
confidence, and in all the security which the Union . 
confers, under all the high sanctions which the 
guaranties of the Constitution afford, and with the 
perfect conviction that they are safer.in the Union 
than they. would-be out of the Union. I am op- 
posed to all separate confederacies and to all sec- 
tional conventions. No state of actual danger 
exists to render them expedient, or to justify deli- 
beration about them. This Union, this Govern- 
ment, has done nothing, nothing whatever, to ex- 
cite the smallest alarm. Itwill do nothing; butif 
it should; if, contrary to all human probability, the 
rights and the security of the slaveholding States 
shall be assailed by any authoritative act emanating:. 
from this Capitol, a. state of things for resistance, 
forcible resistance, will then occur. It. will: be. 
time enough then to act. No man, in full health . 
will take medicine because he may be sick, ampuy:- 
tate a perfectly sound limb because it may be frac- 
tured or seized with gangrene, or perpetrate suicide - 
because death is his ultimate and inevitable doom. 
And, sir, when that fatal day shall come, if it ever 
do come, when the: slaveholding States have to de- . 
fend, by force, their rights, the State whose servant 
I am will rush to battle, as. she always has done, 
with her accustomed ardor, and with gallantry un- 
surpassed by that of any other State. And those 
States and their citizens will be found to sustain 
these rights with most vigor and success, who, un- 
moved by false alarms or imaginary or aggravated | 
dangers, with a firm and fixed purporse of soul, 
stand prepared, in every real exigency, to vindi- 
cate them at every extremity. f _ 

Having, Mr. President, said so much on the ge- 
neral subject, with the permission of the Senate, I 
will read certain resolutions which I have prepared, 
embracing the whole ground occupied by any of 
the petitions in respect to domestic slavery in. the 
United States. They are the following: 


Resolved, That the institution of domestic slave. 
ry, as now existing in many of the States of this 
Confederacy, is subject to the exclusive power. and 
control of those States respectively; and that. no 
other State, nor the people of any other State, nor 
Congress, possess, or can rightfully exercise, any 
power or authority whatever to interfere. im any- 
manner therewith. 


Resolved, That if any citizens of the United 
States, regardless of the spirit of peace, harmony, 
and union, which should ever animate the various: 
members of the Confederacy, and their respective 
citizens, shall present to the Senate any. petitions 
touching the abolition of slavery in ‘any of the: 
States in which it exists, all such petitions-shalk bé* 
instantly rejected, without debate, and without? 
farther or other proceedings thereon, ‘as ‘relating to 
an object palpably beyond the scope of the consti- 
tutional power of Congress. : can Re 

Resolved, That when the District ‘of Columbia 
was ceded by the States of Virginia and Maryland 
to the United States, domestic slavery ‘existed “in 
both of those States, including the ceded territory; 
and that, as it still continues in both’ of. them, 
could not be abolished, within the’ District, withow 
a violation of that good faith which was implied ij 
the cession, and in the acceptance of ‘the territory; . 
nor, unless compensation were made to the S 
prietors of slaves, without a manifest infringe 1 
of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
States, nor without exciting a degree ofj 
and apprehension in the States recognising 
far transcending, in mischievous” 
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possible benefit which could be accomplished by the 
abolition. 

Resolved, therefore, That it is the deliberate judg- 
ment ‘of the Senate, that the institution of domestic 
slavery ought not to be abolished within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and it earnestly hopes that all 
sincere friends of the Union and of harmony and 
general tranquillity will cease to agitate this dis- 
turbing question. But the Senate feels itself, at 
the same time, constrained, from a high’sensé of 
duty in respect to the constitutional right of peti- 
tion, to declare that it holds itself bound to receive 
and respectfully to treat any petitions, couched in 
devorous language, which may be presented by 
citizens of the United States, ache slavery 
within the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, therefore, That, upon the presentation of 
any such petitions, they shall be received, and re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee. 

Resolved, That it would be highly inexpedient to 
abolish slavery in Florida, the only Territory of 
the United States in which it now exists, because of 
the serious alarm and just apprehensions which 
would be thereby excited in the States sustaining 
that domestic institution; because the people of that 


Territory have not asked it to be done, and, when- 


admitted as a State into the Union, will be exclu- 
sively entitled to decide that question for them- 
selves; and, also, because it would be in violation 
ofa solemn compromise, made at a memorable 
and critical period in the history of this country, by 
which, while slavery was prohibited north, it was 
admitted south of the line of thirty-six degrees and 
thirty minutes north latitude. 

Resolved, That no power is delegated, by the Con- 
stitution, to Congress, to prohibit, in or between the 
States tolerating slavery, the sale and removal of 
such persons as are held in slavery by the laws of 
those States. 

Resolved, That, whilst the Senate, with painful 
regret; has seen the perseverance of certain citi- 
zens of the United"States in the agitation. of the 
abolition of domestic slavery, thereby creating dis- 
trust and discontent and dissatisfaction among the 
people of the United States, who should ever. che- 
rish towards each other fraternal sentiments, it be- 
holds, with the deepest satisfaction, every where 
prevailing an unconquerable attachment to the 
Union, as the sure bulwark of the safety, liberty, 
and happiness of the people of the United States. 

There is nothing abstract or metaphysical in 
them. They relate to the abolition of slavery in 
the States, in the District of Columbia, and in Flo- 
rida, the only Territory of the United States where 
it exists, and to the sale and 1emoval of slaves in 
the States whose Jaws recognise the institution of 
slavery. They cover the whole field, and nothing 
but the field: they have no ulterior views. They 
approach the subject in hand directly, without the 
necessity of any interpretation. They do not seek 
to renovate any party, nor to place the high inte- 
rests to which they relate in the exclusive custody 
of any one party. Resting upon, and sustained 
by, the Constitution, they appeal to the sound 
discretion, the sober judgment, and the patriotism 
of all parties. I may not ask the sense of the Se- 
nate to be expressed upon each of them; but I 
shall offer that relating to the District of Colum- 
bia, and that to the Territory of Florida, as an 
amendment to the fifth resolution, submitted by 
the Senator from South Carolina. I think the 
charge upon the petitioners of intermeddling with 
abolition in this District is harsh, and that some 
less offensive word should be used. The District 
of Columbia is the seat of the common Govern- 
ment of the United States. It was ceded for that 
express purpose. Each State has as much inte- 
rest in it, and as much right to petition about any 
thing within it, as any other State, and no more, 
Nor can I coneur with the resolution, in declaring 
that the abolition of slavery in tle District of Co- 
lumbia would be a direct and dangerous attack 
upon the institution of slavery in the States. I 
am prepared to say ‘that it would excite “a de- 
gree of just alarm and apprehension in the States 
recognising slavery, far transcending, in mischiev- 
ous tendency, any possible benefit which could be 
accomplished by the abolition, or to use any other 
equivalent language. We can no more say that 


| the way to meet these Abolitionists. 


| safety but in standing fast on our rights. 
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the abolition of slavery in this District would be a 


‘direct attack upon the institution in the States, than 


we could assert, if any one of the slaveholding 


| States were to abolish slavery within its own limits, 


that that would be a direct attack on the institution in 
other slavehoiding States; or that Great Britain, by 
abolishing slavery in her West India possessions, 


| made a direct attack upon it in the United States. 


Wor is the case at all altered by the motives, what- 
ever they may be, which shall be avowed for abolis 
tion.” In conelusion, I move the third resolution of 


| the series which I have suggested, as an amend- 


ment to the fifth resolution proposed by the Senator 
from Scuth Carolina. 

Mr. CALHOUN followed. He said he felt 
some inducemeni to persevere in the course he had 
heretofore pursued, by now seeing the concessions 
which we:e proposed by the resolutions just read 
by the Senator from Kentucky. Mr, C. now saw 
it conceded, that where the object was clearly un~ 
constitutional, the Senate was not bound te receive 
a petition. At first, the broad ground was taken 
that the right of petition wasso sacred that any 
refusal to receive a petition, no matter on what 
subject, and no matter how objectionable its lan- 
guage, would be an invasion of it. Now it was 
conceded that they were not bound to receive a 
petition when the subject of it was clearly uncon- 
stitutional. Now, as to the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Kentucky to the fifth resolution. 
He would state, in general terms, what was. the 
great characteristic difference between them. The 
Senator went on the principle that concession was 
He, on the 
other hand, went on the ground that we have no 
What 
was the state of the question? The Abolitionists 
tell you, in so many words, that their object is to 
abulish slavery in the District of Columbia as but 
one step towards final abolition in the States. 
With this object, avowed by the Abolitionists, 
what do duty and policy demand on our part? We 
see the end; and that, if it can be effected, it would 
be . our destruction. Shall we yield, or stand 
fast? That is the question. If we yield an inch, 
we are gone. The very ground on which we are 
asked to make the first concession will be urged on 
ns with equal force to make the second, the third, 
and every intermediate one till the last is consum- 
maicd. The first is to yield the right of peti- 
tion, and to discuss the subject with’ the Abolition- 
ists, in order to appease them, and to stop agitation. 
This the Senator trom Kentucky (Mr. Clay) urges 
on us, which he tells us would have a happy effect 
in quieting the public feeling. Does he not ‘see 
that, if we should have the folly to make this con- 
cession, we will be-next urged to yield to the aboli- 
tion of slavery in this District on the very same 
ground? We will be told that there are but two 
thousand slaves in the District, and if we yield to 
so small a request, all will be quiet. If that be 
conceded, we will be next told, we must yield to the 
abolition in the Territories, and then to the aboli- 
tion of what they eall the slave trade between the 
States, and, finally, to abolition in the States. At 
every step they would become stronger, and we 
weaker, if we should be so infatuated as to make 
the first concession; and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, ateach step, would no doubt be able to read 
just such a letter as he had just read, from some 


well intentioned but weak individual from the | 


North, telling us, if we would only yield the im- 
mediate point at issue, all will be quiet, and that 
our cause would be strengthened. No: there never 
was a question agitated where the most unyielding 
opposition was so necessary for success. The dif- 
ference between him and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky was as wide as the poles. That gentleman 
was for concession, and ke was utterly opposed. to 
all concessions in any shape or form; and for this 
eason he was decidedly opposed to his amendment. 
It was now too late in the day to go into the sub- 
ject farther, and he would conclude by repeating, 
what he had so often said, that while he was ready 
to yield to any ‘modification going to the mere 
phraseology, he would not agree, under any cir- 
cumstance, to surrender the principles on which 
they were drawn. 


Mr, CLAY, in reply to Mr. CaLnoun, observed, 


the Senator from- South Carolina seems: highly. dès- 
lighted with having gained a’ point’ which-he calls: 
a concession on my part: that is, the-inmediate:« 
rejection of all petitions’ touching abolition: inthe 
States. But whoever contended that Congress:was': - 
bound to entertain” petitions: relating -to:an-abject. 
manifestly beyond the scope: of ‘its:constitational.-: 
powers? ‘We have’ only insisted upon: its: obliga. 
tion to receive petitions when'Congress:pessesses: 
power,or. the power, being controverted, is <a-fit 
subject of investigation. - Whatever. has been 
gained by the Senator, in respect to these, I fear is 
more than neutralized by a loss to theslaveholding 
interest, arising from the handle which is made of 
an alleged denial of: the right of petition. -If our 
object really be to diminish the number of petition- 
ers, we should present no collateral or false issues 
to the country. We should’ never forget that it-is 
not here that we should look for: salutary effect: 
from our proceedings, but among the: people: - 

But the Senator expresses his alarm: at the re- 
ception of petitions. Why, sir, what is there justly 
alarming in the mere fact of receiving a petition? 
Action, Congressional action, alone can justify 
alarm. The Senator thinks my resolutions make 
a concession. Of what? The right to abolish 
slavery in the States? No. They demand an in-. . 
stantaneous rejection of all such petitions, as being: 
palpably beyond the powers of Congress, and there- 
fore not even ‘debateable. : The right to abolish 
slavery in the District?. No. The: strongest 
grounds—stronger than the Senator’s own resolue | 
tion—are assumed against it; The-right to abolish 
it in the Territory of Florida?’ No. All-the con» 
siderations against it are arrayed in forcible lan- 
guage. The right to prohibit the sale and removal 
of slaves from State to State? No.’ The constitu- 
tional power of Congress to do that is denied. And 
it is remarkable that, while my resolutions deny 
that power, his are altogether silent about it. . 

What, then, do my resolutions, concede? . They 
admit the right of petition touching slavery in this 
District. But. before the Senator can justly deno- 
minate that a concession, he ought to. prove that 
there exists no such right.. That, I think, he has 
failed to do. If, as I think, the Constitution re- 
quires the Senate to -receive such. petitions, it is 
manifest that, in oteying its commands, and cone 
forming to duty, the Senate: grants nothing, cov-. 
cedes nothing. If it be the right.of the petitioners 
to present, and the duty of the Senate. to receive- 
these petitions, it is manifest that, by. refusing to. 
receive them, cause of complaint is given... Now, 
Ihave always found that the best way to, ensure 
respect to my own feelings and rights from ‘others, 
is to treat their feelings and rights: with respect. 
The Senator mistakes moderation, conciliation, and 
firmness, for concession; and rashness, and intem- 
perate language, for security. 

Concession! We cannot alter the Constitution. 
It is that which guaranties the right of petition; 
and the alleged concession is to be found notin 
my resolution, but in the Constitution. But what, 
again I ask, is there in the fact of receiving a pe- 
tition which is to throw us into a’nervous fit? Why, 
sir, if-a man were to present me a petition. to grant 
him Ashland, (or Orozimbo! exclaimed some Se- 
nater—or Orozimbo, said Mr. Cray, whose death 
I am sorry to announce to the Senate, and he was 
a great loss, public and private,) I would, without 
the least apprehension for the loss ot my property, 
put it in my pocket, or.lay it upon the table. Will 


not the Senator comprehend the difference between 


the act of receiving a petition, and the grant of the 
thing petitioned for? “When we see some measure 
of Government, affecting . the security of the inte- 
rest in question—some real concession, it will be.: 
time enough to proclaim the existence of danger, 
and to resort to means of security. 

The Senator from South Carolina has advert- 
ed to the radical difference between us on this sub- 
ject. Iregret it, but I fear that it is not confined 
to this matter. For a long period of our service m 
the public councils, no two public men ever coin-. 
cided upon-all great measures of policy more than: 
the Senator and myself, We agreed: as to the 
War, the Tariff, Internal: Improvements, a Na- 
tional Bank, etc. But, when, to my~ utter asto- 


nishment, I heard the Senator, at the extra session, 
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declare that hé had always thought a national bank 
unconstitutional, the last- link in the chain of opi- 
nion which connected us’ was broken and destroyed. 

The honorable Senator is not-more firmly resolv- 
ed. than I am to sustain the just-rights of the slave- 
holding States. :: We differ.as: to the means. He 
goes for strong language, menacing tones, and irri- 
tating measures; 1. for temperate; but firm, lan- 
guage, conciliation,.and for obeying the injunction 


of the Constitution, inrespect to--the right of pett-. 


tion, which is never improperly ‘denied without 
wounding popular sensibility. Efe, doubtless, does 
not desire 10 affect thestability ofthe Union; bat 1 
cannot but fear that his whole couse on this sabject 
has that tendency. I. think that all our proceed- 
ings here should be regylatod by. the fact that the 
States are all parts of one great-cenfederacy, and 


should seek to increase the harmony and.strengthen | 


the union between them. .“We-shonld never act as 
if we were a divided , people,-or--could-possibly be- 
come so. I cannot believe: that- itis prudent or 
wise to be so often alluding to the separation of the 
Union. We ought.not to be perpetually exclaim- 
ing, wolf, wolf, wolf, | We are too much in the ha- 
bit of speaking ot divorees, separation, disunion. 
In private life, if a. wife pouts, and frets, and 
scolds, what would be thonght of the good sense or 
discretion of the husband, who should threaten her 
with separation, divorce, disunion?- who should use 
these terrible words upon every petty disagreement 
in domestic life? No man, who-has a heart or 
right feelings, would employ such idle menaces. 
He would approach the lady with kind and conci- 
liatory language, and apply those naturaland more 
agreeable remedies, which never fail. to restore do- 
mestie harmony. [A general. burst. of laughter, 
which ‘continued for some time]: -= - - 

Mr. CALHOUN replied, that if he had really 
been inconsistent, as the Senator supposes, in re- 
fereuce to the bank, he might find ajastification in 
the example of the Senator himself. The only 
difference between them-would be; that the Senator 
had changed from an anti-banie:to a bank man, 
and‘he from a bank to an anti-bank-man. 

The subject of the banke, and the consistency of 
himself and the Senator, had been gratuitously in- 
troduced, and did not belong to the question under 
consideration; but as the Senator had thought pro- 
per to make the charge’ of ihconsistency, bè felt 
called on to repebit. © 77 tr” j 

He, then, had never been; ii any proper sense 
cf the term, a bankman, as*he ‘had’ been opposed 
to the system ever since he had Formed a deliberate 
and mature opinion in relation tò it” It is trae, he 
supported the chartering’ the: late “Bank of. the 
United States in 1816, but it-is nocless true that he 


was opposed to the system at that linie, and sq ex~ | 


pressed himself in his opening śpeech on the ques- 
tion. In supporting the bank then, he yielded to 
what he believed to be-the necessity of the case, 
growing out of the connection between the Govern- 
ment and the banks——a connection wich ori- 
ginated before his time, and was bevond his con- 
trol, He then said that, so long as that connection 
existed—so long as the Government received and 
treated bank notes as gold and sitver—it was bound 
to regulate the banks, and that a- Bank of ‘the 
United States was tlie only efficient and légitimate 
means of effecting it; and such is still his opinion. 

Tf, then, his course in 1816 and now, was difer- 
entĵ in relation to the bank, it must be traced to 
a change of cirqumstancesy and: not tó a 
change of opinion. At the former period; the con- 
nection. between the Government and the banks 
existed-with no prospect of its termination, or the 
possibility of rescinding it; but, now, fortunately, 
it has ceased by operation of law; and-he, for the 
first time since he had been in public life; was free 
to take a position in reference to the bank in con- 
formity to his principles. Four ycars-ago, on 
questions growing out of the. .remdval- of -the de- 
posites, he explicitely ayowed his : opinion, in the- 
strongest terms, against the system: It+this was 
the only. charge of inconsistency’ that- cotild be 
brought against him in a long political tife, he had 
reason certainly to congratulate himself asnot be- 
ing inconsistent, and he certainly had as much 
tight:to-accuse the Senator of.separating from him, 
aS lie had to'make the charge against him. 


But the Senator is not content with making the 
charge of inconsistency.. He makes the grave acs 
cusation against him of alluding to the possible 
dissolution of the Union; but fortunately for him, 
there was but a slight difference between the Sena- 
tor and himself in reference to this accusation. 
We both speak of the possible dissolution of the 
Union; the Senator when the Bank is the subject of 
discussion, and he when Abolition. That is all; 
and he might with as much justice charge the Se- 
nator with hostility to the Union, as he had him. 

But the Senator tells us that we set out in public 
life together; that we travelled a long time the same 
read, but have separated. {He believed it was true 
that we both set out on the same principles, and in 
the same party. We both professed at the start 
the doctrines of 798, and belonged to the Republi- 
can party; and it is true that we are now separated. 
He left it to the world to judge which had depart- 
ed from the original faith. It was not a question 
for the Senator and him to decide. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator himself was the first 
to speak ofa radical difference between him and 
me on allsubjects. We set out in life together; 
but in his opinion the Bank of the United States 
cutasunder the last chain between us. We were 
together in "98, and since then we have taken long 
voyages; but whither did the princip'es of 98 carry 
him? into what port? They carried me into the 
port in which I always anchor—the port of the 
Union—the whole Union—without the separation 
from it of any member. 

-The Senator chose to repeat what is no novelty, 
but has been often suggested on this floor, that I 
have changed my opinion as to a Bank of the 
United States. 

[Mr. CaLnoun. I accused him of no change.] 

But I have changed, resumed Mr. Cray; and I 
have changed with the country. I opposed the 
old Bank of the United States, on the want of 
constitutional power, and on other grounds. But 
the war came, then a suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and a derangement of the currency; and the 
whole country eried out for a Bank of the United 
States. If the country had been adverse to a bank 
in 1816, it could not have been established. IfI 
am taunted with sacha change, L thank God it is 
the only point of national policy which, in the 
whole of my public life, I have changed. 

In 1815-16 the constitutional power to establish 
a bank was admitted. We were then in habits of 
the greatest intimacy. I was then Speaker of the 
LLouse, and he at the head of the committee out of 
which the bank grew. Never then did I hear from 
him a sentiment adverse to the power of the Go- 
vernment to establish a bank; and when, after- 
wards, in company with a gentleman from Virginia, 
I heard it for the first time, mutual surprise was 
expressed and felt. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied, that the Senator draws 
a feeble conclusion, if he intends to impeach the 
correctness of his memory in reference to his 
course in 1816. It would indeed be surprising if, 
afier more than twenty years, the Senator should 
recollect the position which be assumed in discus- 
sion at that time in reference to the banking sys- 
tem, while it is not all surprising that he should for- 
get it, even if it attracted his attention at the time. 
Four years since, on an occasion not less memora- 
ble, he made the strongest declaration against the 
system which stands on record, and yet the Senator 
does not recollect it; and with what propriety, 
then, can the Senator venture to appeal to the ab- 


-sence of his recollection on the same subject twen- 


ty-two years since, with the view of impeaching 
the correciness-of his memory? y 

Mr. CLAY said he would not contróvert the as- 
sertion of the gentleman, but he had not heard 
him. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


eens: 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, Jan. 10, 1838. > 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the fifth 
of these resolutions, together with the substitute 
offered yesterday by Mr. CLAY, in relation to 


slavery in the District of Columbia and the. Terrj- 
tories. as 

“Mr. CALHOUN rose and said that he had. ex- 
amined the amendment of the Senator -from Rele. 
tucky, (Mr. Cuay,) which had been ‘offered .as.a 
substitute for-the fifth resolution, and tha 
impossible for him to bring his mind. to give it his. 
support, or to vote for it if it should be adopted in, 
any thing like its present shape. He would very 
very briefly state his reasons. ; me 

It, in the first place, entirely abandoned the Ter- 
ritories to the Abolitionists. His fifth resolution 
covered both this District and the Territories, but 
the amendment wholly omitted the latter, and left 
them defenceless to the invasion of the foe. 

He next objected, that it conceded, by almost 
necessary implication, the right of Congress to ap- 
propriate the public funds to purchase*and emanci- 
pate slaves; a concession among the most danger- 
ous and unconstitutional that could be made. If 
once admitted, it would be very easy to complete 
the end the Abolitionists have in view, and that 
wholly at our expense. If we yield that point, the 
work will soon be consummated. 

His next objection was, that it impliedly admit- 
ted it to be the duty of Congress to receive and dis- 
cuss petitions to ‘abolish slavery in the District: in 
his opinion a most unfounded and dangerous as- 
sumption; but he had so fully expressed his opi- 
nion on that point, on former occasions, that he 
would not now occupy the time of the Senate in 
repeating the reasons for his opinion. 

He finally objected, that the tone of the amend- 
ment, and of the remarks with which it was 
ushered in, was altogether too low for the subject 
and the occasion. He was adverse to all violence 
of language, in the expression of legislative opi- 
nions; but when the subject was one of such un- 
provoked outrage on one-half the States of the 
Union, and so pregnant with disastrous consequen- 
ces to all, he could not reconcile it to his impres- 
sion of propriety to speak in the low and subdued 
tone of the amendment. 

For these reasons he could not vote for the 
amendment, should it be substituted for his fifth 
ae a unless greatly modified and strength- 
ened. 

Mr. CLAY said he very seriously regretted it; 
but if the Senate would consider the subject, they 
would find nothing in the objections. As to the 
amendment not providing protection. for the Terri- 
tories, in the series.cf reso!utions which Mr. C. had 
offered yesterday, there was one that expressly pro- 
vided for Florida, the only Territory concerned, 
placed on the strongest grounds. 

As to the right of the Government to purchase 
the slaves in the District, the amendment recog- 
nised no such thing. It simply says you cannot 
emancipate them without compensation. But 
whether you can do it at all or not, it does not as- 
sert. It says you cannot do it without compensa- 
tion; but it does not say you can with compensa- 
tion. 

My idea in framing that resolution was to throw 
around the District of Columbia every security, in 
three distinct propositions. One was the plighted 
faith of this Government in the transaction by 
which the District was acquired. The next. was, 
that you have no right to abolish slavery here with- 
out indemnity. The third was, that you cannot do 
it without exciting a degree of alarm in the South- | 
ern States of this Union—without transcending all . 
the benefits of any results. I hoped these would 
form a barrier that would exist for ever, or al-least 
till circumstances should no longer require.it. But 
Thave no objections to withdraw one of them; the. 
two remaming ones will be sufficient. i 

If I am right in supposing there is nothing in the | 
exceptionable clause that authorizes. the right to 
purchase the slaves in the District of Columbia, 
there can be nothing whatever. as it respects the ` 
slaves in other parts of the Union ; more especially. 
as in the resolutions themselves I declare the invio=.._ 
lability of slavery in the States. Ee es, 

The Senator’s third objection is. to. the right of , 
petition involved in. the amendment. -. Sir, -warn 
the Senate that there.can be no continuance ofthe . 
invasion of the right to petitio Mr 

tioned a State. Legislature that had-now-andk 
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sideration this subject of the invasion of the right 
‘of petition; and from Kentucky, a slave country, 
e had this morning received a letter. from one of 
he most intelligent men, in which he says you 
‘cannot maintain your ground; beware how you 

tempt it. 


‘ing more fatal than a deliberate determination of 
this body to invade the right of petition. Does not 


‘every State claim in the District equal rights?’ 


There is but one measure more fatal than the in-- 
~vasion of the right of petition, and that is to adopt 
the concluding resolution of the Senator. from 
South Carolina. I make no imputation against his 
motives : but that his,act may be fatal to the peace, 
and may endanger the Union of the country, is to 
be seriously apprehended. 3 

The last objection was that the tone of the 
amendment was subdued; hut with what propriety 
is this charge? Itis in language as strong as ever 
was used. You cannot abolish slavery without a 
breach of the public faith, Can any thing be 
stronger? It equals the Constitution itself. 

And then that you cannot abolish slavery with- 
out mischievous and dangerous results. Is this 
undertoned? Sir, in public life, I prefer firmness 
and decision unaccompanied with rashness or vio- 
lence. Í 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired if he was to under- 
stand the Senator from Kentucky as having modi- 
fied his resolution. 

Mr. CLAY said he would readily do so, as it 
appeared that it would render the resolution more 
acceptable to the Senate. Mr. C. accordingly 
struck out that partof the resolution, relating to 
compensation to the owners of slaves. 

Mr. HUBBARD then called for the reading of 

.the original resolution, and it was read accord- 
ingly. 
. Mr.CLAY said that. there was one observation 
peculiarly applicable to the resolution under con- 
sideration. He believed that we had but one Ter- 
ritory, that of Florida; and how could we. assert 
that the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and the Territories of the United States 
would be'a violation of faith, implied in the ces- 


sion of the District, since Florida was acquired © 


twenty years after the cession, 


Mr. CALHOUN said that the part of the reso- 
lution referred to by the Senator from Kentucky was 
inserted as an amendement offered by his colleague. 
He presumed that his colleague referred to the 
District of Columbia only. 


Mr. PRESTON, with the consent of the Senate 
modified his amendment, so as to append the words 
cc violation of the public faith, implied in the ces- 
sion of the District of Columbia,”. at the. end of 
the resolution. : i 

Mr. KING of Alabama said his principal ob- 
jection to the resolution of ihe Senator from Ken- 
tucky had been removed by the modification the 
honorable gentleman had himself made; as it stood, 
it was to him very objectionable. He was not 
prepared by any action here, to give to the people 
of any portion of this country the idea, even by 
implication, that the public money. could be ap- 
propriated to liberate slaves in this District, or in 
the States or Territories. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky had, with a becoming spirit of liberality, re- 
moved that objection, and he would now give the 
amendment his support. He had notrisen to enter 
into any discussion, Tie had remained silent du- 
ring this protracted debate, ona subject in which all 
must know he could but feel.a lively interest. His 
sole desire was, that such a direction might be given 
to this matter, as to allay the excitement that per- 
vaded the country, and pat a stop to the further 
progress of the spirit of abolition. If the Senator 
from Kentucky will further modify his amend- 
ment, so as to include the Territories, setting forth 
in explicit terms, that, to abolish slavery in them, 
would be unjust to the inhabitants, calculated to 
excite just apprehensions of the slaveholding States, 
and dangerous to their domestic institutions, he 
“believed it would do much to quiet the public 
mind; and he hoped, with this modification, the hono- 
rable Senator from South Carolina would consent 


to-accept it. n . 5 


This is a point on which I know I- 
fer from the Senator; and I shouid regard noth- . 


Mr. CLAY then modified resolution, so as to 
meet the viewsisuggested by Mr. Kine. 5 

Mr. SEVIER asked the Senate to add the words, 
“and also against the treaty stipulation with Spain of 
22d February, 1819, which guaranties the right of 
property.” : : 

Mr. CLAY remarked that he was not aware of 
such a treaty stipulation, but if there was such, he 
would cheerfully insert it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he could appeal to the 
Senate, that he had shown throughout this discus- 
sion a liberal spirit of concession, and a perfect 

“readiness to make any modification of these resolu- 
tions that did not sacrifice the principles on which 
they were based. Farther he could not go, and he 
had hoped thatnone of the friends of those princi- 
ples, who had thus far supported him, would ask 
him to go farther; and it was with profound regret 
that he had heard the remarks of the Senator from 
Alabama, (Mr. Kine.) - He would tell him, to 
vote for this amendment to strike out the fifth reso- 
lution, and substitute what the Senator from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Cray) proposes, even as now modified, 
would be an utter abandonment of the entire 
ground assumed in the resolutions already adopted. 


all these resolutions are non-interference. on the 
part of any of the States or their citizens with the 
institutions of the other States, and the non-discri- 
mination on the part of this Government (the com- 
mon agent of the States) in reference to the insti- 
tutions of the several States—principles that lie at 
the foundation of our political system—principles 
which cannot be departed from without bringing 
the whole superstructure to the ground—principles 
which place slavery in this District, or wherever it 
may exist in the Territories, under the same broad 
shield that protects it in the States. To attack it 
in one State would be to attack it in all; and in like 
manner, and for the same reason, to attack ithere, 
or in the Territories, is to attack it in the States; 
and this the fifth resolation, now proposed to be 
stricken out, directly affirms. He regarded slavery, 
wherever it exists throughout the whole Southern 
section, as one common question, and is as much 
under the protection of the Constitution here, and 
in the Territories, as in the States. themselves; and 
herein lies our only safety. Abandon this, and. all 
is abandoned. ; 

He would tell the southern Senators if these 
great principles be abandoned, theirs will be the 
responsibility. If they yield, it even a small por- 
tion, one or two, yicld in the slaveholding States, the 
members from: the non-slaveholding States must 
yield. They cannot do otherwise. You force 
them todo it. How can they stand up when you 
abandon your pesition? How can they defend 
themselves at home, when told that even southern 
members had surrendered the ground? Let not the 
fallacious hope of drawing in votes, of unjting all, 
induce a surrender of the strong and impregnable 
position we occupy. There isno hope but in meet- 
ing the danger, and it is better to stand alone, with- 
outa vote heyond the slaveholding States, than to 
surrenderan inch of ground. But such will not be 
the alternative. If we stand fast, all who agree 
with us from every quarter, all who hold to our po- 
litical creed, will ultimately rally around our prin- 
ciples and the Constitution; but, on the contrary, if 
we surrender our ground, in order to bring in the 
timid and those of an opposite creed, we will lose 
all. The timid will become more timid, and those 
of a different political faith, io spite of all the con- 
cessions you may make, will, in the hour of trial, 
be found in the opposite ranks; and thus principles 
and supporters, all will be lost. Be it remembered, 
be it held fast in our recollection, that the fifth 
resolution has been so modified, as io phraseology, 
as to make it acceptabic, he believed he mght say, 
to nearly all; anå that if it be struck out, it could 
not but be considered as an. abandonment of the 
principles which pervade these resolntions, and an 
adoption of those contained in the amendment, as 
far asthis Districtand the Territories were con- 

ned. 
aat not, perhaps, to be surpriseđ that Se- 
nators should differ so widely from him on this.sub- 
ject. They did not view the disease as he did. 
He saw working at the bottom of these movements 


The great and governing principles which pervade. 
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Senate. 


the same spirit which two-centuries:ago: convulsed 
the Christian world, and deluged it sin. bleod:.that 
fierce and cruel. spirit of persecution .which.ori-: 
ginated in assumed superiority and: mistaken prin- 
ciples of -duty, that. made-one man believe that.he 
was, accountable .for the sins of: anothersand that 
he was the judge. of what belonged: to:his temporal 
and eternal welfare, and was: bound, akthe:peril of 
his own soul, to. interfere to, rescue him.frem: perdi- 
tion. Against.this-fell-and, bloody: spirit it:was in 


vain to. interpose: ‘this amendment. | Something 


higher, more’sacred,-appealing more deeply. to, the 
heart and understanding; must: be,.offered;.. and-Jet 
him tell Southern Senators, that if.they.sho 
render the impregnable position assumed: in jh 
ginal resolutions, and place: their hope:in, mere in- 
expediency, the tinie will come.when, they. will- be- 
wail their folly in sackcloth and ashes, An inflex- 
ible adherence to our principles and our rights, and 
a decided and emphatic tone; equally. remete from 
violence or concession, owly can sayeus,. . The de- 
luded agitators must be plainly. told, that, itis no 
concern of theirs.what is the character of our. insti- 
tutions; and_that they. mast not bë touched here, or 
in the Territories, or the.States, hy them or the Go- 
vernment; that they-were unger the guardian-pro- 
tection of the Constitution, and that we stood. pre- 
pared to repel all.interference, or disconnection, be 
the consequence-what it might. ... ; 


i, 3 


It had’ pleased..Providence, said Mr. CALHOUN, 
to cast his. lot in, the slaveholding States... There 
were his hopes, and all that was near.and dear to . 
him. His first duty..was to them, and he: held 
every other, even. his. obligations. to this. Govern- 
ment and the Union,.as sacred as he. regarded 
them, subordinate to their-safety... He knew, he 
would be assailed, both here. and elsewhere, for 
this avowal; but he had long been accustomed .to 
such assaults. They had no terror for him. It 
would take something much more formidable to 
compel him to suppress his sentiments, or drive 
him from the performance. of what he believed to 
be his duty, than the pens -of.. hired scribblers, or 
the denunciations of an-ofganized-press. ` : 
would call 


first battle is to be-foug] 
Territories; and that, .by-carrying. these points, the 
Abolitionists:, hope ry, them. in the States. 
To. yield here, .or .in. the. ‘Territories, is ‘to; give 
ground where the two Jines come into conflict ;..to 
give the first victory. to the: foe, with all. the. fatal 
consequences, which usually follow.a. defeat on the 
first encounter. With, these reflections, he would 
ask, he would make, a solemn appeal. to his asso- 
ciates from the South: which presented the more 
impregnabie position on these exposed: points—the 
high and lofty gronnd of non-interference and non- 
discrimination assumed. in; the fifth resolution, or 
that of inexpediency inthe amendment.now pro- 
posed as a substitute?, And he would ask, on-what 
motive of policy, or duty, would they surrender. the 
stronger and oecupy the weaker—give up.the Con- 
stitution, and rely on expediency? ee 
He saw (said Mr. C.)-in -the question before us 
the fate of the South.: It wasa higher than the 
mere naked question of master and slave... Itin- 
volved a great political institution; essential to the 
peace and existence of oneshalf of this Union. - A 
mysterious Providence had. brought together, two 
races, from different portions. of the globe, and 
siaced them together in. nearly equal numbers 
in the Southern pertign of this Union. , They.were 
there inseparably united beyond ‘the possibility. of 
separation.. Experience-had shown that the egist- 
ing relatjon between them secured the.. peace and 
appiness of both. Fagh .had- improved; the.in- 
ferjer eveatly; so much,so, thal it had attained.a 
degree of civilization never before attained by the 
black race in any age or country. Under no, other: 
relation could they co-exist tegether. . To destroy 
“it was to involve a whole region-in slaughter, car- 
nage, and desolation; and, come what will, wemust 
defend and preserve It gee Mae T, 
This agitation has, produced ‘one.happy.effect at. 
Jeast; it has compelled us to the- South to, look into 
the nature and character of this gteat institution, 
and to correct many- false impressions that even 
we had entertained in relation to it; Many. im the 
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Mr. K. read the amendment offered by Mr. 
Cray, and-appealed to the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina whether it would not be better to adopt that, : 
than, by adhering to the original resolution, lose'the : 
votes of some gentlemen who were willing to go: 
with them, but objected.to the harshness of its lan- ; 
guage. Why shouni we, asked Mr. K: drive from.: 


South once believed that it-was a moral and poli- 
tical evil; that folly and delusion are'gone; we see 
it now in its true light, and regard it as the most 
safeand stable basis for free institutions in the 
world. It is impossible with us that the conflict 
can take place between labor and capital, which 
make it so difficult” to: establish and maintain free 
institutions in all wealthyand highly civilized na- 


r wealthy us gentlemen who were prepared to gò withus, i atn. al ail tne agilanons ji 
tions where‘such institutions as ours do not exist. `|} for the sake only of using strong expressions? “He ! by exciting too much often lose 
The Southern States:are an aggregate, in fact, of || regretted, Mr. K. said, to have been drawn’ into; r. C. hoped that ‘the South might 


à such false friends, who: often. drive 

i e their firmest supporters fo. become their 

‘Opponents, and by intemperate zeal go the way -to 

“endanger those who but for them would” be safe; 

- without whose zeal they would lose nothing, but by 
its intemperance and violence often lose wall. 

Mr. SEVIER expressed his wish, that:as. the In- 
dians had slaves, and slavery was. therefore one of 
their domestic institutions, a clause might be intro- 

_ duced: to guaranty the perpetuity of slavery among 
the Indian tribes. ` 

Mr. NILES then offered an amendment to the 
resolution which he . supported by reasons in its 
favor. 

Mr. ALLEN said he was fully satished that the 
object of both Senators who had brought forward 
these resolutions was virtually the same and iden- 

“tical. He agreed-with them both in the ‘object of 
` presenting to thé friends of the Union in non-stave- 
holding States a common ground ‘and foundation 
on which they might “stand ‘firm ‘and united ‘in re- 
sisting the dangerous’efforts of ‘the’ spirit of aboli- 
tion. “In viewing the dtiginal resolution, and com- 
paring it with ‘the substitute now proposed by Mr. 
Cray, he felt himself bound to: declare ‘that the ob- 
ject in view appeared to him‘ most ably metby the 
original resolution of the Sénator from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Cannoun.) This resolution was, ‘in‘his 
view, a specific, direct, and tangible’ proposition. 
On the contrary, the substitute of Mr. Cray, though 
indeed: substantially the same, appeared to him 
(Mr A) to.cover too much ground, to be. spread 
over too wide a surface, to be, ina. word, historical 
and argumentative, rather than a condensed expres- 
sion of -a clear and definite ‘proposition. In: his 
judgment, therefore, the substitute’ now. offered 
was objectionable; beċause; fromthe reasons he 
had given, it was more. calculated :to: give rise to 
cavil, doubt, and controversy, than: to, answer. the 
object which both professedly hadin: view, On this 
. ground, and for no other reason, he should vote in 
favor of the original resolution.. ‘The substitute 
was too multifarious and embraced too many dif- 
ferent topics; it involved many different questions, 
leading to a variety of issues. In thus speaking, 
“he (Mr.A ) did not wish to` bé understood as dis- 
senting from the general doctrines eontained in the 
substitute of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Cray.) He (Mr. A.) concurred in the object, 
while ‘he differed ‘only in the form. It was very 
essential for those whocome from the ‘free States 
to be placed on such a foundation as to be able to 
defend ‘themselves from attacks at home on this irri- 
tating subject, and to do this, the simplest and least 
invotved. proposition appeared to him to be pre- 
‘ferable. Such, in his view, was the originat pro- 
position, and, therefore, it should still receive ‘his 
vote. 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays. on his 
amendment, aS modified, which were ordered. 

_ The question was taken on Mr. Cray’s amend- 
ment or substitue, and it was adopted, as follows: 
_. YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, .. Clayton, - 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Niles, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Robinson, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, and Williams—19, > 

NAYS—Messrs Allen; Benton; Black, Cal- 
houn, Grundy, Hubbard, Lurapkin, Lyon, Niche 
olas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith ol 
Connecticut, Smith of: Indiana, Walker, Wright, 


this discussion. He had voted for the resolutions 
that passed, throughout, and had been sorry to see | 
some of his friends vote against them, because he 
believed that they carried out the true ‘principles. 
of our Government. With respect to the resolu- 
-tion then before them, he was desirous so to ‘act : 
as toinduce his Northern friends to vote with: the’ 
South; and this he did not wish to bring about ‘by : 
the abandonment of any great principle, but by 
such modifications of language as would render it 
acceptable to them. Should the adoption of ‘these 
resolutions fail of the effect intended; should these 
miserable, deluded men, increase their numbers, 
and be able to connect themselves with party poli- 
tics, and produce results adverse to the interests of 
the section of country from whence he came, all 
he could say was, that although he sheuld’ deeply 
deplore it, he was prepared to resist them with as 
much firmness as the Senator from South Carolina, 
or any man living. : : 
Mr. CLAY said that what had fallen from the 
Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Kina) while it had 
been heard by him with great pleasure, on account 
of its sound good sense and truth, had; at the same 
time, greatly superseded the necesaity of his saying 
much of what otherwise it had been his intention to 
have said. He would, however, make a few brief 
remarks in reply to Mr. Catwoun’s objections. 
That gentleman repeatedly urges all the ground is 
given up—all is sacrificed—concessions are made, 
&c. and he urges against the resolution now before > 
the Senate that he (Mr. Cay) waives the rights of 
the South! . But how can this be? Have we not 
(said Mr. C.) already passed the first four of the 
-gentleman’s resolutions? Have we not by them 
asserted, instead of abandoning, these rights? If 
have abandoned them, he (Mr. Catnovun) has ' 
abandoned them; for Ihave only voted for these | 
resolutions, whereas he has framed them. If I- 
have made concessions, he has made more for this 
“concession. If I have given up the right of peti- 
lion, he has done so t00; for he has not once men- 
tioned that point in all his four lengthy resolutions; 
and, therefore, if I am wrong, he is more in the 
wrong; for hitherto I have only followed him in 
voting for his resolutions. If I am charged with 
waiving the constitutional ground, the charge bears 
more strongly against himself, for he has waived it 
throughout; he has not touched upon it; and, more 
than that, expressly said, in a speech reported: by 
himself, that he should not go upon that ground in 
order that he might obtain all the votes of those who 
only differed on constitutional grounds. All, there- 
fore, that the gentleman urges against me, telis with 
greater force against himself; for all that I have 
omitted, he set out from the first with declaring ‘it to 
be hisintention toomit He has omitted it; he has 
omitted the right of petition; he hasomitted the con- 
stitutional ground; and yet he goes against this re- 
solution for no other reason than because of this 
same omission! The object Mr. Cray had in view 
was to allay excitement, and to avoid creating ene- 
mies to the South, by driving our friends into op- 
position to us, by any sort of violence or unreason- 
able exactions; in a word, not to render them op- 
ponents of the institutions of the South, by forcing 
them to abandon. their principles. Mr. C. wished 
to leave them ground to stand upon; he Gid not 
wish to take it from under their feet, and thus force 
them into an involuntary opposition to the institu- 
tion of slavery, which, it appeared to him, was the 
tendency of the contrary course. 

For this reasoh Mr. C. wasin favor of -doing 
nothing which would viclate the principles of those 
whe, though they were willing to support Southern 
institutions, could not be brought to give up’ what 
they deemed to be high constitutional rights. There- . 
fore, he (Mr. C.) ‘was in. favor. of receiving peti- 
tions, of referring them, of acting-upon them, and 


communities, not of individuals. Every plantation 
is'a little community, with the master at its head, 
who concentrates in himself the united interests of 
capital and labor, of which he is the common re- 
‘presentative. ` These small communities aggregated 
make'the State in-all; whose action, labor, and’ 
capital is equally represented and perfectly harmo- 
nized. Hence the harmony, the union, and'stabi- 
lity of that section, which: is rarely disturbed ex- 
cept through the ‘action of this Government. The 
“blessing of this state of things extends beyond the 
limits of the South. It'makes that section the 
balance of ‘the system; the great conservative pow- 
er, which prevents other portions, less fortunately 
constitutes, from rushing into conflict. In this 
tendency to conflict in the North between labor and 
capital, which is constantly on the increase, the 
weight of the South has and will ever be found 6n 
the Conservative side; against the aggression of 
one or the other side, Which ever may tend to dis- 
turb the equilibrium of our political system. This 
is our natural position, the salutary influence-of 
which has thus far preserved, ‘and will long con- 
tinue to preserve, our free institutions, if we should 
‘be left undisturbed. © Such are the institutions 
which these deluded madmen are stirring heaven 
and earth to destroy, and which we are called on. 
to defend'by the highest and most sdlemn obligations 
that.can be imposed on us as. men and patriots. 
Mr. KING said that his ‘feelings on this subject 
“were well understood, and ‘his’ position so well 
known, that‘no “man could mistake’ it. He had 
not, therefore, taken any part in the discussion on 
the resolutions’ of the Senator from’ South Caroli- 
na. He had-confined himself to'a silent vote. He 
‘regretted that'he found himself compelled by the 
remarks of the Senator (Mr. CaLnoun) to saya very 
few words in justification of the vote he proposed 
-to give onthe amendment offered by the Senator 
from Kentucky. He would enter into no diseus- 
sion with regard to the condition of the two races; 
nor would he inguire whether any or what advan- 
tage had resulted from the position they occupy to- 
wards each other. It was sufficient for him to 
take the ihstitution of slavery as it was; as it exist 
ed before the formation of the Constitution, and as 
it was. recognised and- guaranteed by it. There, 
said Mr. K. let it rest. -Let us alone; we want no 
“protection; we ‘are évery way competent to pro- 
tect ourselves. “We. deprécate the agitation of this 
“question from no personal fear. They of the South 
could and would protect themselves. Their only 
fear was for the Union. That might be destroyed 
by this continued intermeddling with rights secured 
by the Constitution of our country. Beyond this, 
he repeated, they had no fear. We are told, said 
Mr. K. by the Senator from South Carolina, that 
‘should we vote for the amendment offered 
to this resolution ‘we should yield a vital 
principle. Fo prove the incorrectness of this 
assertion had alone induced him ‘to trouble 
the Senate with a single remark. Then, sir, 
-what do we yield? We yield the peculiar phraseo- 
logy employed by the Senator, nothing more; in | 
every other particular, the amendment is identi- 
cally the same with the original resolution. Ex- 
amineand compare them, said Mr. K. Does the 
original resolution prohibit the reception of peti- 
tions on the subject of slavery in this body? No, 
` sir: there is not one word of prohibition. Does 
it present any resistance to abolition in this Dis- 
trict -on constitutional grounds? It does not. It 
declares that all interference: with: slavery in this 
District would be a violation of public faith im- 
lied in the ‘cession of Virginia and Maryland. 
That it would excite-alarm and apprehension, and 
‘produce dangerous consequences.in - the “States 
cwheré-slavery exists. The amendment offered by 
the Senator from’ Kentucky declares the ‘same. 


and Young—18. $ : 
‘The question then dceutring on the amendment, 
as amended. : ; 


___ Mr. BUCHANAN ingulred if the’ ¢ 


divisible, oe : 
The VICE PRESIDENT replied that, ascording 
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to Parliamentary rules, the question at its present 
stage was not divisible. 

Mr. STRANGE said that, having entered his 
protest against the introductien of these reselu- 
tions, it had been his intention to remain silent 
during the farther progress of the discussion, and 
he should not have broken in upon that purpose, 
but for the situation in which he now felt himself 
placed compelling him to treuble the Senate with a 
few remarks. He had already assigned his reasons 
for opposition to the consideration of. these resolu- 
tions; but, as their consideration had: been decided 
upon, as we had passed the Rubicon, no one was 
more desirous than he that the battle should bé 
fought out to the best advantage. ‘The only ad~ 
vantage which he supposed any one hoped for from 
the’ diseassion of this subject was, that a strong 
moral: impression: would thereby be made in our 
favor in thé non-slaveholding States. The course 
which things had taken in this debate had convinced 
him that the. confidence he ‘had hitherto reposed in 
our Northern friends was not ill founded: they 
had stood by as upon every important vote, with a 
manly firmness and a patriotic devotion to the 
cause of the Union, which satisfied him there was, 
in truth, but little cause for apprehending any de- 
cided action on the ‘part of the Abolitionists. But 
that had not been the ground on which he had op- 
posed the discussion of these resolutions. It was, 
that discussion itself: was calculated to do mischief; 
and in that opinion the experience of the last few 
days had fully confirmed him, ‘The present dis- 
cussion had, he believed, done mischief; and the 
most likely method of counteracting that mischief 

. Was by making, in the result, a strong expression 
of opinion with much unanimity. The apprehen- 
sion that many of our friends would not go with 
us. upon the fifth resolution in its original terms, 
had induced him to vote for the adoption of the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Cay) as ‘modified by the ‘Senator frem Connec- 
ticut,.(Mr. Nites.) For himself, he greatly pre- 
ferred the original resolution, if for no other reason, 
for its condensation of substance and. terseness of 
style. The advantage of a resolution so construct- 
ed had been fully and happily expressed by the Se- 
nator from Ohio, (Mr. Allen;) but, feariig they 
could not make so imposing a show upon it as 
upon the substitute, he had voted for it. He had, 
in fact, feared an actual defeat. But the result of 
the vote upon the adoption of the amendment, be- 
ing 19 to 18, had satisfied him that, in point of 
numbers, they could do quite or nearly as well 
upon the’ original resolution, and, in point of ex- 
pression, much better; and he therefore moved a 
revonsideration: of the vote for the adoption of the 
amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. NILES, 

Mr..CALHOUN said he had no doubt that the 
adoption of Mr. Cray’s resolution originated in a 
great measure from a desire to get a very strong 
vote. He thought he saw it at the time; and now 
the result showed that he was not mistaken. But 
Mr. C. now hoped that those Senators who had 
heretofore voted for his resolutions, would continue 
to give them their support in adhering to the fifth 
one, unless they found some objection to the phra- 
seology, which, he repeated, he was willing to 
alter.. This resolution was drawn up to meet the 
Vermont’ resolutions; which went on the ground 
that slavery ought to be abolished in the District of 
Columbia, because it was immoral and sinful. 
His resolutions met those of Vermont on these 
grounds; and unless gentlemen intended to meet 
them on other grounds, they must continue to vote 
with him. All he asked of the Senate was to say 
yea or nay. Wiil you meet the Vermont resolu- 
tions? And if you donot, let our institutions be 
constantly open to such.-attacks, on the grounds 
that they are sinful and immoral. 

Mr. CLAY. of Alabama would not have troubled 
the-Senate: with. any“ observations, had it not been 
for the dilemmä in Which he found himself (along 
with others of his friends) placed. The vote he 
just gave, was given: for an object which had en- 
tirely failed. He:had hoped, when voting for the 
amendment .of the Senator. from Kentucky, that 
they should: have had almost an unanimous vote, 
and its:moral influence; but having had a majority 
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Senate. 


of one only, the object sought for had not been ob- 
tained. He himself preferred the original resolu- 
tion; and he was glad that the reconsideration 
ordered on the motion of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, allowed him an opportunity of correcting 
the error into which he had fallen. While up. he 
must say that he saw no right sn the Senate of the 
United States to compromise this question. The 
resolution of the Senator from South Carolina was 
couched, to be sure, in strong language, but not 
stronger than the occasion warranted. "He, for his 
part, did not object to its phraseology: he thought it 
very suitable to the case it was intended to meet. 
He too wished to see gentlemen march up to the 
question presented by the Vermont resolutions, and 
give their votes; yea or na. , whether the institu- 
tions of any of these States were open to attack; on 
the ground that they were immoral and sinful. He 
had voted for the resolution of the Senaior from 
Kentucky, and hoped, in so doing, to have an 
unanimous vote; but failing in that hope, he was 
glad to see the question presented on the original 
resolution, which he at first preferred; and he in- 
dulged the hope that a strong vote would be given 
on it. 

Mr. PRESTON repeated that he 


did “not expect 
much from any or all 


of the resolutions; but he 
thought Mr. Cray’s more practical and strong, and 
regarded it as more proper that the minority should 
come over to the majority, than the majority go to the 
minority. He trusted they would so come over, 
though he did not see any great difference between 
the two propositions, 

Mr, STRANGE, in reply, said he fully con- 
curred with the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
PRrEston,) that in ail compromises the minority 
should yield to the majority; but there would pro- 
bably be some difference between him and the 
Senator in the application of the rule to the present 
ease. Which is the minority and which the majo- 
rity on the present question? F (said Mr. S.) hap- 
pen to have the cards in my own hand; and if all 
others adhere to their original vote, on whichever 
side I vote will be the majority. The ques- 
tion, then, returns upon us as an original one: 
which, upon -the whole, was preferable—the 
original resolution, or the proposed substitnte, 
For the reasons already stated, he was decidedly in 
favor of the original resolution. The effect of the 
adoption of this resolution upon the right of peti- 
tion had been brought into question, as he thought, 
very unnecessarily; but, while he was up, he 
would make a remark or two upon that subject. 
He had, on a former occasion, expressed the opi- 
nion that the right to petition did not imply neces- 
sarily the obligation to receive, and he would not 
now repeat the reasons then stated for that opinion; 
but there was another view of this subject, hear- 
ing upon petitions from persons non-resident 
in the District of Columbia for the abolition of 
slavery within it, which he would take the 
liberty of presenting. The right to petition is 
correlative to the power of legislation upon the 
rights of the petitioner. Now, Congress is a Legis- 
lature in two senses, Over the whole Union it has 
the power of legislation upon all subjects on which 
that power is given by the Constitution, and within 
the District cf Columbia a local legislative autho- 
rity, similar to that exercised by the State Legisla- 
tures within their respective limits. Let it, then, 
be conceded, for the sake of the argument, that the 
right to petition includes the obligation to receive 
and consider; it is a non sequitur that Congress is 
bound to receive and consider a petition from a 
non-resident of the District of Columbia to abolish 
slavery within it. For example, let it be con 
that the Legislature of Virginia would be bound t 
receive and consider a petition from a citizen of 
Virginia for the abolition of slavery in the State of 
Virginia—does it follow that the Legislature of 
Virginia would be bound to receive and consider a 
petition from a citizen of Maryland upon the same 
subject? Surely not. With -no more propriety, 
then, can a citizen of one of the States call upon 
Congress to receive and consider a petition upon a 
subject on which, if Congress acts at all, she must 
act by virtue ofher power to exercise her functions 
as a local Legislature; for no one pretends that 
were it not for her power fo exercise local legisla- 


tion over this District, Congress” could, in’ the 
widest stretch of her constitutional powers, abolish 
slavery within it. It follows, therefore, that the 
sacred right of petition, allowing it its widest scope, 
can never be involved in the proposal to. abolish 
slavery in the Distriet of Columbia until some imha- 
bitant of the District becomes a petitioner: With 
these remarks, I shall conclude by expressing a 
hope that the vote adopting the amendment for the 
original resolution will be reversed. ` 5 

The question on Mr. Stranar’s motion -to re- 
consider the vote on adopting Mr. Crav’s substi- 
tute being taken, it. was carried. SoMr.-Cray’s 
resolution then came up as an original question. 

Mr. HUBBARD deemed it irrelevant to act with 
referefice to the-Vermont resolutions, when they 
were not before the Senate. He fiade“ objections 
to the propositions both of Mr. Cray and Mr. CaL- 
HOUN, and expressed his design, if Mr. CLAY'S 
should fail, then to offer a substitute of his own for 
that of Mr. CALHOUN. . f 

Mr. CALHOUN ‘said he understood the Sena- 
tor did not contest the principle of the resolu- - 
hons, 

Mr. HUBBARD. Not at all. 

Mr. CALHOUN had supposed the phraseology 
acceptable, but he was ready to modify. 

Mr. KING suggested that the Senator from 
New Hampshire could modify or alter either the 
résolution of Mr. Cray or of Mr. Catsioun: he 
hoped he would do so to one or the other, and-then 
give it his vote. < see 

Mr. HUBBARD said he objected to the latter 
part of Mr. Cray’s amendment, though the first 
met his approbation; and, if disconnected, he would 
have voted for it. But, according to the rules of 
the Senate, a proposition -to strike out and insert 
could not be amended. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that he did not intend to 
make any remarks upon the present occasion, fur- 
ther than to state, that the first part of the amend- 
ment which had been proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky, as modified by the Senator from Con- 
necticut, (Mr. Nizes,) in regard to slavery in the 
District of Columbia, met his decided approbation. 
It placed the question upon its true principles—. 
principles which he felt confident woald be sustain- 
ed by a great majority of the people of that. State 
which he had, in part, the honor to represent... We 
will not abolish slavery in this District, because it 
was originally a slaveholdiny territory, and the sur- 
rounding States by which :t was. ceded are still 
slaveholding States; and because it would establish 
in the midst of them a place.of refuge for their fu- 
gitive slaves; it would be destructive of the rights 
and security of their citizens, and would erect a 
citadel from whence to scatter the seeds of. servile 
insurrection throughout their borders. Now he 
wished a distinct vote to be taken upon that por- 
tion of the amendment which related exclusively 
to the District of Columbia, and he supposed. this 
could only be obtained by striking out all that, por- 
ticn of the amendment which related to Florida and 
the Indian country- In making tbis motion; he 
desired to be distinctly understood... He: didnot 
wish to prevent a direct vete on this second portion 
of the resolution. It could be offered afterwards as 
a substantive resolution. All he desired was to 
detach that portion of the amendment which re- 
lated to this District from what followed; and thus 
obtain the strongest possible vote in its favor. Mr. 
B concluded by moving to strike out the second 
part of the resolution. © 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question. He was perfectly satished with the 
resolution ef the Senator from Kentucky, and re- 
gretied thet the Senator from South Carolina chad 
not consented to receive it. As for the second 
part of the resolution of the Senator from Ken- 
tacky, which was proposed to be stricken out, he 
was in favor of it, and should therefore vote against 
the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Br- 
CHANAN’S motion, and it was carried—ayes 24, 
noes 13. : 

Mr. KING of Alabama to prevent any difiiculty 
upon thissubject, asked the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania if he would agree, in case his motion should 
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prevail, to offer the second part of the resolution as 
a distinct resolution. To which ` . 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied certainly. He could 
have no objection to place it in the same. situation 
in which he had found it; without, however, there- 
by pledging himself to support all the principles 
which it contained... - 

Mr. WEBSTER said he could not concur in 
this resolution. I do not know (said he) any mat- 
ter of fact, or any ground of argument, on which 
this affirmation of plighted faith can be sustained. 
I see nothing by which Congress has tied up its 
nands, either directly or indirectly, so as to put its 
clear constitutional power beyond the exércise of 
its own discretion. I have carefully examined the 
acts of cession by, the States, the.act of Congress, 
the proceedings and history of the times, and I find 
nothing to lead me to doubt that it was the inten- 
tion of all parties to leave this, like other subjects 
belonging to the legislation for the ceded territory, 
entirely to the discretion and wisdom of Congress. 
The words of the Constitution are clear and plain. 
None could be clearer or plainer. Congress, by 
that instrument, has. power to exercise exclusive 
jurisdiction over the ceded territory, in all cases 
whatsoever. © The acts of cession contain no limi- 
tation, condilion, or qualification whatever, except 
that, out of abundant caution, there is inserted a 
proviso that nothing in the acts contained should 
be construed to vest in the United States any right 
of property in the soil so as to affect the rights of 
individuals therein, otherwise than as such indivi- 
duals might themselves transfer their tight of soil to 
the United States. The acts of cession declare that 
the tract of country “is for ever ceded and relin- 
quished to Congress and to the Government of the 
United States, in full and absolute right and exclu- 
sive jurisdiction, as Well of soil as of persons re- 
siding or to reside therein, pursuant to the tenor 


and effect of the 8th section of the Ist article of the 


Constitution of the United States.” 

Now, that section to which reference is thus ex- 
pressly made in these deeds of cession, declares 
that Congress shall have power “ to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such 
District, not exceeding ten miles square, as may, by 
cession of particular States and the acceptance of 
Congress, become the seat of Government of the 
United States.” 

Nothing, therefore, as it seems to me, can he 
clearer than that the States making the cession ex- 
pected Congress to exercise over the District pre- 
cisely that power, and neither more nor less, which 
the Constitution had conferred upon it. I do not 
know how the provision, or the intention, either of 
the Constitution in granting the power, or of the 
States in making the cession, could be expressed in 
a mauner more absolutely free from all doubt or 
ambiguity. 

‘;Fsee,. therefore, nothing in the act of cession, 
and nothing in the Constitution, and nothing in the 
history of this transaction, and nothing in any other 
transaction, implying any limitation upon the au- 
thority of Congress. 

If the assertion contained in this resolution be 
-true, a very strange result, as it seems to me, must 
follow. The resolution affirms that the faith of 
Congress is pledged indefinitely. It makes no li- 
Yhitation of time or cireumstance.. If this be so, 
then it is an obligation that binds for ever, as much 
as if it were one of the prohibitions of the Consti- 
tution itself. And at all times hereafter, even when 
in. the course of their history, availing themselves 
of events, or changing their views of policy, the 
States themselves should make provisions for the 
emaneipation of their slaves, in this District, ne- 
vertheless, the existing state of things could not be 
changed. It does really seem to me, that if this 
resolution, in its terms, be true, though slavery in 
every other part of the world should be abolished, 
yet in the metropolis of this great Republic it is es- 
tablished in perpetuity. This appéars to. me the 
result of the docirine of plighted faith, as stated in 
the resolution. yen 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, that in his opinion, the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Wesster) had 
not placed the question upon its true grounds. . He 
had -entitely: mistaken . the mea of the resalu- 


Hon,if he. (Mr, B.) understood He 
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would ask, did any human being suppose that the 
States of Virginia and Maryland would.. have 
ever thought of ceding this District to the United 


States, if they had imagined that Congress would _ 


convert those ten miles square, in the very heart of 


their territory, into an asylum for their fugitive’ 


slaves, and a spot from whence the peace and safe- 
ty of both were to be constantly endangered? They 
never would have made the cession, had any such 
idea existed. It is true- that no: express faith was 
pledged in the cession, because no such apprehen- 
sion was then entertained. If there had been, 
does any man doubt but that they would have in- 
sisited upon an express stipulation againat such an 
alarming danger? If (said Mr. B.) Í freely grant 
to you a. valuable possession, could. you, as an 
honorable and honest man, think you hada right 
to wrest this grant from its original purpose, and 
convert it into an instrument of my destruction? 
If you «know that the gift never would have been 
made by me, had I supposed you were capable of 
using it in such a manner, Fou are under the 
Strongest moral obligation not to pervert it to such 
a purpose. It is true you may have the constitu- 
tional power to abolish slavery in this District; bat 
would it not be a violation of implied faith, under 
all the cireumstances, to exercise this power? . I 
think it would, I feel that it would, and. therefore 
shall vote that it would. 

Again, said Mr. B. no inference can be drawn 
from the language of the resolution, that its friends 
intend that slavery shall exist in the Distriot, after 
it has been abolished in the surrounding States, In 
thus supposing, the Senator has misapprehended 
the terms of the resolution. Abolish slavery in 
Virginia and Maryland, (said Mr. B.) and it will 
no longer, itcan no longer, exist in this District. 
The people of these States had been making rapid 
strides towards the accomplishment of this object, 
until they were arrested in their career by the abo- 
lition excitement, and the proceedings of the abo- 
lition societies. This resolution presented the very 
point of the question on which he was willing to 
stand or to fall. It contemplated the existence of 
slavery here, so long as it should continue to exist 
in the surrounding States; but not a day longer. It 
contained the very principle for which he had al- 
ways contended, that slavery here and slavery there 
must share the same fate. He thus understood the 
resolution, and with this understanding he had 
given it his support. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The words of the resolution 
will speak for themselves. They require no com- 
ment. They express an unlimited. plighted faith. 
The honorable member will so see, if he will look 
at those words, The gentleman asks whether 
those who made the cession could have expected 
that-Congress would ever have exercised such a 
power? 


ling to leave this as to leave other powers to. the 
discretion of Congress. T see not the slightest evi- 
dence of any especial fear, or any especial care, or 


concern, on the part of the ceding States, in regard | 


to this particular part of the jurisdiction ceded ‘to 
Congress. And, I think, I can ask on the other 
side, a very important question for, the considera- 
tion of the gentleman himself, and -for tbat -of the 


Senate and the country; and that. is, would. Con- - 


gress have accepted the cession with any such. re- 
straint upon its constitutional power, either express 


or understood to be implied? I think-not. Looking - 


back to the state of things then existing, and.espe- 
cially to what Congress had done. so. recently be- 
fore, when it accepted the cession of the Northwest- 
tern Territory, I entertain no doubt whatever that 
Congress would have refused the cession: if offered 
with any condition or understanding that. its con- 
stitutional authority to exercise exclusive legisla- 
tion over the District in all cases whatsoever should 
be abridged. : : aie 
The Senate will observe. that. I am speaking 
solely to the point of plighted faith.. Upon. other 
parts of the resolution, and.apon many other. things 
connected with it, I have. said nothing... Lonly re- 
sist the imposition, at. this time, of new. obliga- 
tions, or. a new prohibition, not. to- be.found,-as I 
think, either in the Constitution-or. any act-of. Go- 


vetnment, 1 have said rothing on the expediency ` 


To this, I answer that I see no reason. to | 
doubt that the parties to the cession were as wib | 


lation, inal cases whatsoever.. 


| condition, that no right 


this District. required-them to mak 


of abolition, immediate or “gradual or the:reasons. - 
which ought to weigh with Congress: should. that 
question. be proposed: ` I can" well conceive, I 
think, what would bea natural -and: fair: mode:of 
reasoning on: such-an. occasion. Dre: 

‘When it iş said; för- instance, : 
ment, that Congress,: although it haye the: power, 
ought not to-take'a lead:in the: business: of Aboli- 
tion, considering.that the interest ‘which the United 
States have in the: whole subject i$ vastly less than 
that which: the States. have -in ‘it, Iean understand 
the propriety and force of the. observation. : Iv is, 
as far as. it» goes; a. pertinent. .and- appropriate ar- 
gument,'and T shall always be ready to give it the 
full weight belonging -to it. -When it- is argued 
that, in agase tso vital tothe States, the States 


if themselves should be altowed: to maintain:“their 


own policy, and that the Government of the United 
States. ought not to do-any thing which shall, direct- 
ly or-indirectly, shake.or disturb that policy, this is 
a line of policy whichT can understand; for-T have 
always not only admitied,. but insisted, that-slave- 
ry, within the States, .is a subject belonging. abso- 
lutely and exclusively to. the States themselves. 

But. the presentis not an attempt:to-exhibit any 
such course. of. ‘reasoning as, this... The attempt is - 
to set up a pledge of the public faith to do the same 
ofice, as: a constitutional. prohibition; ‘in. terms, 
would do; that.is, to set upa direct. bar, preclud~ 
ing all exercise of the discretion of | Congress over 
the subject. It hasbeen: often said,-in this debate; 
and I believe it is true, that:a decided majority: of 
the Senate ‘do: believe that’ Congress has a: clear 
constitutional power over: slavery in: this-District: 
But while this constitutional- right is:admitted;: itis 
at the same moment attempted: tò be effectually. 
counteracted, overthrown, and done awaywith by 
theatlirmation of plighted faith, as 'assertedim the 
resolution before us. p hE nedene i 

Now, I have already said I know nething.to.sup- 
port this affirmation Neither in the acts of cession; 
nor in the act.of Congress accepting’ the District; 
nor in any other document, history; .-publication;:or 
transaction, do I know a single faét-or + suggestion; 
supporting this proposition, or: tending:to’ support 
it. Nor has any gentleman, so far as:f know; point-, 
ed out, or atlempted:to point’ out, any «such fact, 
document, transaction, «or cother evidence, z ANis 
left to the . genéral-and:répeated: ‘statement, that 
such a condition musthave been intended: by: the 
States. OF all:this: I'see.xioy proof whatever: 1 se 
no-evidence of anyidesiré-on the part-of ith 
thus to limit:the: power of Congress,sor'thus:to-«res 
quire a:pledge:against its exercise: And; ‘indeed, 
if this were made ont, the intention of Congress, as 
wallas-thatof-the States, must be inquired into, 


| Nothing short of a clear and manifest intention.of 


both parties, \ proved by proper: evidence,’ can 
amount to plighted faith.: -The-expectation, orin- 
tent, of one-party, if exeited; founded.on.something 
not provided for nor hinted. atin the transactionit- 
self, cannot plight the: faith of the. other ‘patty. po 
“An short, Tam: altogether. -unable.'to: see: any 
ground for supposing that eithèr party to the cas. 
sion ‘had any mental -reservation, any. nexpressed 


į expectation, vor:relied on: any impHed but unmen+ 


tioned and-unsuggested: pledge, whatever, «By, the 
Constitution; ifadistrict should-be ceded tov it for 
the seat of Government; Congress was. t0"have: a 
right, in: express terms, to exercise. exclusive: legis 
Fhe- cession: was 
made-and accepted,-in -pursuanee. of: this:power, 
Both -parties: knew -well what- they were - doing. 
Both parties knew- that by- the -cession-.the States 
surrendered:all jurisdiction, and: Congress acquired 
all-jarisdietion; and: this is the. whole transaction. 

As to any pYovision:in the-aets Of cession-stipu- 
lating for the security ofr 
except only what- I. have al 


Should: be constrned tobe 
jurisdiction... But-no:.d 
ought tobe duly: respe 
other legislatures. 


compensation: the 
s-has Been’re toj 
I take, oecasioti. to-say, that- Congress m ad 
think that.a-wise,.: just,.and. pol 


r 
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for slaves emancipated here, they have the same 
constitutional authority to make such compensation 
asto make grants for roads and bridges, alms- 
houses, penitentiaries, and other similar objects in 
the District. A general and absolute power of le- 
gislation carries with it all the necessary and just 
incidents belonging to such legislation.” 

Mr, CLAY said he entirely concurred with Mr. 
Bucuanan, and he must express his astonishment 
that Mr. Weesrer did not view the matter in the 
same light. He believed with Mr. B. that if those 
States conld have imagined that while slavery ex- 
isted with them it would be ended here, they never 
would have made the cession. Mr. C. would put 
itin another shape. Suppose Pennsylvania had 
ceded a portion of her soil as a site for the Govern- 
ment, then he would ask, if, when Pennsylvania 
was a non-slaveholding State, it would not be 
deemed a breach of faith to. introduce slavery into 
the midst of her soil? So in this District.it would 
be a breach of faith to abolish, while the ceding 
States retained that institution. Besides, when the 
cession was-‘made, there was an express reserva- 
tion of the right of property, and therefore this 
kind of property; being included, was, as a matter 
of public faith, to be preserved. When the state 
of things alluded to under which the cession was’ 
made shall ‘cease, then.the force of the faith im- 
plied will also cease. a re 

The argument that this power might be abused, 
is not available to limit and nullify the power. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The honorable member from 
Kentucky asks the Senate to suppose the opposite 
case: to suppose that the seat of Government had 
been fixed in a free State, Pennsylvania for exam- 
ple; and that Congress had attempted to establish 
slavery in à district over which, as here, ithad thus 
exclusive legislation. He asks whether, in that 
case, Congress could establish slavery in such a 
place? This mode of changing the question does 
not, I think, vary this argument; and I answer at 
once, that however improbable or improper such an 
act might be, yet if the power were universal, abso- 
lute, and without restriction, it might unquestiona- 
bly be so exercised. No limitation being express- 
edor intimated in the grant itself, or any other pro- 
ceeding of the parties, none could be implied. 

And in the other cases, of forts, arsenals, &e. if 
Congress has exclusive and absolute legislative 
power, it must, of course, have the power, if it could 
be supposed to be guilty of such a folly, whether 
proposed to be exercised in a district within a free 
State, to establish s!avery, or in a district ina slave 
State to abolish or regulate it; yet, if it be a district 
over which Congress has, as it bas in this District, 
unlimited power of legislation, it seems to me.that 
whatever would stay the exercise of this power, in 
either case, must be drawn from discretion, from 
reasons of justice and true policy, from those high 
conisderations which ought to influence Congress 
in questions of such extreme delicacy and impor- 
tance; and to all these considerations I am willing, 
and always shall be willing, I trust, to give full 
weight. But I cannot, in conscience, say that the 
power, so clearly conferred on Congress by the Con- 
stitution, as, a power to be exercised, like others, 
in its own discretion, is immediately taken away 
again by an implied faith that it shall not be exer- 
cised at all. aa a , ; 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he should succeed in 
one object he hadin view when he istroduced these 
resolutions—to ascertain the sense of the Senate on 
the subject of abolition, and how far it was dispos- 
ed to take ground against it. They embraced two 
leading propositions that he had hoped to carry out 
—that neither a State, nor its citizens, had a right 
to interfere with the peculiar „institutions of the 


other States; and that thisGovernment, as 2-com-_ 


mon agent of the States, has nowight,in any of its 
acts, either in this District or elsewhere, to diseri- 
minate between the domestic institutions of the 
slaveholding and non-slaveholding States, by fa- 
voring one, and opposing the other, on any ground 
whatever. Whatever may be the private feelings 
of those vested with pubhe authority, they are 
bound, in. their-official character, to regard all as 
equally:under the protection of the Constitution, 
and-equaily unexceptionable. To act on the oppo- 
site principle, of suppressing one, and advancing 
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-as amended. 
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the other, must necessarily end in the most. deadly 
and fatal conflict between the parts of this Union. - 

These were the elevated and strong grounds as- 
sumed in the reselutions, and he regretted that they 
should have been departed from inthis resolution 
Thus regarded, he should vote for it 
with much reluctance. The amendment offered 
by the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Nines): had 


removed many of the objections he had to that of- - 


fered by the Senator from Kentucky, to which it 
would have been impossible for him. to give his 
assent; and, even as it stood, he should vote for it 
only on che ground of preserving harmony and 
union among those whom he believed to be oppos- 
ed to the Abolitionists, as far as he could: withou 

an entire sacrifice of principles. - 


Mr. CUTHBERT said it seemed that the Sena- . 


tor from Massachusetts found it difficult to under- 
stand the question. ‘The question, to be correctly 
understood, depended much on the sound sense or 
moral sense of the individual. Now it might be 
well imagined that an individual might be without 
that moral sense, and therefore the question was 
uninteiligible to him. 

The question was then again taken on the first 


| branch of Mr. Cxay’s substitute, and carried_as 
* follows: ayes 36, noes 9. 


Mr. SEVIER now called upon Mr. BUCHANAN 


- to move thè remainder of the resolution relating to 


the guaranty of slavery in the Territories. and 
among.the Indian nations. 
Mr. BUCHANAN pledged himself to do so on 


the morrow ; and then, : 
On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 
The Senate adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
» Or Ixprana, 
In Senare, Tuurspay, Jan. 25, 1838, 
When the bill granting the right of pre-emption 
to actual settlers on public lands was under con- 
sideration in the Senate on Thursday, the 25th in- 
stant-- ; 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to amend. the | 


bill so as to exclude from its operation all lands 
where the Indian treaty by which they were ceded 
had not been ratified six monihs prior to the. first 
day of December last. In moving this amendment,: 
Mr. S. said, the peculiar position which he found 
himself occupying seemed to require that he should 
fully explain the object of the amendment, and the 
facts connected with its operation, should it be 
adopted. The Senate had already noticed that 
himself and colleague differed widely in their views 
of the propriety of this amendment, and he was 


compelled candidly to admit that.it would have - 


afforded him great pleasure had it so happened that 
himself and coileague could have concurred in their 
views, and acted in concert on this question. He 
had the consolation, however, to believe that the 
difference between them was one of principle, and 
that each was entitled to the same credit for honesty 
of purpose; each supposed he was faithfully dis- 
charging his duty. He was aware that his col- 
league had been long a member of this body, and 
that he had been for years intimately acquainted 
with the object and policy of the pré-emption laws; 
and he (Mr. S.) willingly admitted, that could his 
mind have been influenced to believe that the 
amendment was not called for by sound policy, the 
opinion of his colleague would have had great 
weight with him. 

Mr. S. said he wished to place this question. in 
its true light before the Senate-and the country, 
that he might be judged of by the merits of the pro- 
position, and the reasons he offered in support of 
it. That the Senate might understand the question, 
he would state the facts upon which it rested. The 
amendment, if adopted, will exclude from the ope- 
ration of the law, amongst other lands, the lands 
ceded to the Government by the Miami treaty, 
which was ratified by the Senate at its extra session 
in September last, subject to the approval of the 
President, and the sanction of some Indians who 
had not signed the amendment to the treaty. The 
sanction of these Indians and the approval of the 
Président had been obtained in October, as he un- 


ee c Senate. 
derstood, though he had not seen the treaty. These 
lands comprise about 215,000 acres, lying in the 
very heart. of the State of Indiana, on-the. Wabash 
river, and on the line of the Wabash and Erie ca- 
nal. ‘They were Indian reserves, surrounded by. 
dense population, and a highly improved country, 
and it may fearlessly be asserted that the Slate does 
not contain a better body‘of land. These lands he 
‘wished to exclude from the operation of. the bill. 
He was well apprized that it was an invidious task 
to oppose pre-emption rights when. there was even 
a shadow of claim. He. presumed -that some at 
least of those‘whom his amendment would exclude 
were his. personal and: political friends,-and that 
they might take it as very unkind in him to move 
this:‘matter to their prejudice. He had little doubt 
but that his colleague was correct in characterizing 
some of them as poor men,-and he had : towards 
them no other feelings than those of personal kind- 
ness. He could well appreciate the ‘feelings and 
motives that actuated his colleague to contend for 


. them, and insist that they should be included in the 


operations of the bill; for himself, however, he had 
but one course to pursue: his duty to his State and 
the Government was paramount. He. could not be 
controlled in the.discharge of that duty. by conside- 


‘rations of poverty or riches; whether the applicants 
-for the services he owed all, were rich or poor, could 


make no difference. He could recognise no such 
distinctions in the discharge of ‘his public duties; 
he would mete out even-handed justice to all; he 
would -show partiality to none; he went for the 
whole. r; F l ; 
. Me (Mr. S.) would ask the ‘indulgence of the 
Senate while he attempted to state the merits of the 
claim of the persons on these lands to a pre-emp-. 
tion, and. the reasons that had brought his mind to 
the conclusion that these lands ought not to be in- 
cluded in the pre-emption bill at this time. It will 
be seen by the public documents that, some years 
ago, a grant of lands was made to the State of In- 


` diana by the Government of alternate sections five 


miles wide on each side.of a canal from Lake Erie, 
to unite the waters of the lake with the waters of 
the Mississippi, on the Wabash, by uninterrupted 
navigation. He only spoke from memory of the 
terms of the grant. This canal was originally lo- 


cated as fardown the- Wabash as Lafayette, and 


there stopped for the time being; the lands were 
located to that point, agreeably to the act of: Con- 
gress, but it was subsequently ascertained by the 
authorities of the State in charge of that matter, 
that, in order. to secure the uninterrupted and un- 
obstructed navigation of the Wabash, i} was ab- 
solutely necessary to extend the line of the work 
down the Wabash to Terre Haute; this has been 
done, and the State now claims the lands under 
the original act; the claim has been presented to 
the proper Department by the board of internal 
improvement of the State, accompanied. with a 
most conclusive and able argument in favor of the 
claim. The State has no doubt whatever. on:the 
question; she believes: herself justly and: legally 
entitled to the land, and she- cannot doubt-bat 
that such must. be the decision of the Department. 
A. similar question has been decided by ‘the date . 
Commissioner of the- General Land. Officé;’ in 
favor of Ohio. The decision of this important 
matter to the State is expectedly daily. Should 
the State not be mistaken in this matter, as 
the lands on the line of the extension of this 
work have been sold by the Government, the 
S:ate will be entitled to select other lands in lieu of 
them, and he (Mr. S.) wished to keep the lands 
covered by the amendment excluded from the ope- 
rations of the bill, that they may be subjected to the 
claim of the State, of the whole State; that they 
may be applied to that work, and to the relief of 
the people from the additional burden of ifs con- 
struction. But if in all thisthe State should fail, 
it would be recollected by the Senate that he (Mr. 
S.) had a few days since introduced a resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, instructing that committee to inquir> 
into the expediency of granting a pre-emption to 
these lands to the State of Indiana to aid her in 
her works-of internal improvement. Fis colleague ` 
had also introduced and referred to the same com- 
mittee petitions from these settlers, praying for pre. 
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emptions. These questions were now pending be- 
fore the committee undecided, and he was unwilling 
‘to prejudice the decision of these questions by any 
action on this bill, He hoped, when’ the question 
‘came to be fully considered, should ‘the State not 
be entitled to these lads under the canal law, (the 
law granting lands to the canal, to which-he had 
adverted,) that the-benefit of these lands ‘will be 
suffered, on moderate terms, under a pre-emption, 
to go to the State to aid her in her works of internal 
improvement. The General Government, it is 
very true, will not realize more than the minimum 
price of $F 25 per acre for these lands‘should. she 
sell them in the ordinary wa¥, while. the State 
might realize double or treble that sum, upon terms 
to.aid her ın the payment of ber canal debt. Thus, 


while the General Government would lose nothing, » 


the State of Indiana would receive from $500,000 
to $1,000,000, a cleat benefit from the pre-emption, 
to assist her in paying her internal improvement 
debt, the benefit of which would inure alike to all 
the citizens of the State, those who elaim these pre- 
emptions as well as others. . i 

` He. (Mr, S.) would next inquite whether, under 
the circumstances of this case, the persons who are 
upon ‘these larids have any special claim to the 
favor of the Government,’ or rather whether they 
have even the claims of ordinary pre-emptors. He 
had already said that these lands lie in the heart of 
the State, on the line of one of her principal public 
works; that they are of the most valuable lands 
in the States; that they are not frontier lands, but 
are surrounded by a dense population and a highly 
improved country; that they were Indian reserva- 
tions of lands, reserved in the original sales by the 
Miamies; that the treaty was ratified by the Senate 
in September last, and was only approved in Octo- 
ber. It remained for him’ to state, further, that, 
after the treaty was approved, he had received a 
letter from a gentleman at Peru, nearly adjoining 
some of these lands, inquiring whether it was pro- 
ble that pre-emptions would be granted to settlers 
on-them; that he had answered the lettér, informing 
the writer that he (Mr. S.) was clearly of opinion 
that the people ought not to locate on these lands 
with’ the expectation of obtaining pre-emptions. 
He felt: fully justified, at the time, in giving his 
opinion as he did. But, if he had misled any by 
that opinion, so as to induce them to forego advan- 
tages of location, which the Government shall 
sanction by this hill, he regretted it, as all ought to 
have had an equal chance to avail themselves of 
the benefits of the location, He thought then, and 
he still thinks, his opinion was founded in correct 
policy. He had, however, understood that almost 
the whole of the best of these lands had been lo- 
cated as svon as the settlers could remove from 
their homes in their vicinity, and select the choice 
tracts. This bill will secure them in these lo- 
cations by .pre-emptions.. Does the claim come 
sustained by the reasons that may be urged in favor 
of our pre-emption system? The arguments in 
favor of that system wefe—that the pre-emptors 


were pioneers; that they improved the publie lands . 


in advance of the settlements; that they guarded the 
frontiers, and riskéd their lives to defend the settle- 
ments against savage aggressions; that they caused 
the surrounding public lands to become valua- 
ble. None of these reasons operate in ‘favor of 
the settlers whom he wished to exclude frem the 
operation of the bill. They are not pioncers; they 
are not frontier settlers, risking. their lives in the 
defence of the settlements; they are not adding to 
the Value of the surrounding public lands, for there 


are but few lands there unsold. They did not take. 


possessidn of those lands innocently and ignorantly, 
believing in the implied faith of the Government 
that they should have a pre-emption to them; but, 
on the contrary, they were advised, as he fully be- 
lieved, that a pre-emption need not be expected. 
They must have known that the State claimed ad- 
@itional lands to construct the extension of the 
Wabash and Erie Canal, and that these lands 
Would be a most desirable. selection. Under all 
these‘circumstances, he had in vain looked for even 


à plausible pretext for this claim on the part of’ 


these settlers... His colleague thought otherwise: 


thé generosily of his nature, and the warm feel- 
ings: of his heart for’ his neighbors, seem to: have | 
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satisfied his judgment that they ought to be includ- 
ed; thatthe rightsand interests of the State and the Qo- 
vernmentought tobe held subordinate to the claims 
of these settlers. He (Mr.-S.) .could not bring his 
mind to that conclusion... He was opposed to con- 
cluding the interests of the State until. she could 


‘be heard in this matter: The claims of. the set- 
tlers in the mean time.will,be only posiponed, to ; 
be decided whenever the whole matter can be fair-. 


ly examined; and should the State not be able to 


substantiate her claim, and should Congress not 


feel disposed to -grant her the pre-emption right to 
these lands, the claim of the cultivators will not. be 
at all weakened by the length of time they have 
occupied, or the extent of their improvements, and 


a Subsequent pre-emption Jaw will give them all. 
the benefis they anticipate from this bill. He 


(Mr. S.) had made up his mind to. vote for the 


` bill; notwithstanding at this day he doubted the po- 


‘licy of these pre-emption laws to selected spots of 
the public lands;-he had felt himself, however, 
bound by what he believed to be the understand- 
ing of these frontier.settlers in the implied faith of 
the Government, growing out of previous laws on 
the subject; and he should vote for this bill under 
that view of the subject, if the amendment was 
adopted; otherwise, however reluctantly he might 
feel compelled to vote against the bill, his dnty to 
his State and her interests would induce him todo so. 
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REMARKS OF MR. GLASCOCK, 
Or GEORGIA 7 l 
In the House of Representatives, January 24, 1838— 
On the bill making a partial appropriation for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 


1838, 

Mr. GLASCOCK rose and said— 

Mr. Cnatrman: The great latitude which this debate 
has taken, the wide range of discussion in which 
gentlemen have indulged, prompt ine not only in 
Justice to myself, but to that section ‘of country 
which I in part represent, to address the commit- 
tee, and ask to be heard in reply. No one can 
regret more than myself that so many questions 
wholly unconnected with the one at issue, should 
have been presented to us; but as they are so pre- 
sented, for one, I am not disposed.to evade them, 
and shall proceed to meet and to discuss them with 
that calmness and deliberation which their im- 
portance requires, 

This debate opened, as usual, with strong ob- 
jections to the appropriations sought to be obtain- 
ed by the bill, by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wisg,) who, in unqualified and unmeasured 
terms, has made charges most serious in their 
character against the Government, as to its policy 
towards the Indians genefally. The object of these 
charges, is to fix upon the Government the odium 
of all the disasters and fatal consequences grow~ 
ing out of the Florida war, even to the extent of 
charging upon it cruelty, inhumanity, perfidy, 
and oppression, with a violation of our treaties 
themselves, 

Sir, need I tell the gentleman that these are 
charges which can never be established; but, on 
the contrary, a reference to the treaties, and to the 
course and policy pursued by the Government un- 
der them, furnish abundant evidence wholly to dis- 
prove such charges. If the gentleman had ex- 
amined the treaties with the Florida Indians, and 
given the sabject that attention which he generally 
gives to others, I am satisfied he would himself 
have come to the conclusion that many of his re- 
marks were uncalled for, and unwarranted by the 
facts connected with, and growing out of, these 
treaties. : 


: * $ : 4 
Tt is far from my wish, on the present occasion, 


to dwell at large upon these treaties} but, sit, a 
brief reference to them is made important, and 
rendered necessary, in justice to the Government 
and to the gentlemen who made them, if not to the 
whole country, from the general allegation that 
they were obtained through fraud and injustice. 
The first treaty to which I beg leave to call 
the attention of the committee, is the treaty made 
at-Camp Moultrie in. the: year 1823. By. this 


ueaty it will be seen, that these: Indians‘ had the 


ties—Mr. Glascock. 


. for their. support and maintenance. 


-and cowardly murder of General: Tho 


| right to purchase and obtain 5,000,000. acres of 


land in the peninsula of Florida, and under it their 


boundaries were fixed. and established. Let it also 


be borne in mind that this treaty was entered. into 
with them even:after they Kad been defeated, con- 
quered and subdued by General Jackson, in-his 
Seminole campaign of: 1818—a:campaign. remark. 


| able for, the. events. which occurred,: and which 


‘forms. an.important era.in.the history, of, this. Go- 
vernment.” ne sage? Ge ct 
Some years.-after this, these Indians, from their 
indolence and other causes, were reduced to almost 
slarvation., Appropriations: were-promptly made 
Yes, sir, and 
-from what I have heard and seen, F-truly fear, with 
more willingness -ànd unanimity than appropria- 
tions will be. made to reimburse our own citizens for 
losses sustained by. the conflagration. of. their dwel- 
lings; ‘and the destruction of their property by these 
very Indians, for whom so much sympathy has 
been enlisted; and wha are- said to- be.so cruelly op- 
pressed and persecuted by our people. Under this 
treaty, and after thes¢ appropriations, ‘they rè- 
mained. for a while tranquil and, composed; but 
asthe white population of the Territory rapidly 
increased, many of their chiefs ‘and warriors be- 
came discontented, and of. their -own. free will 
evinced and made known their disposition to. treat 
for a country westof the Mississippi, which ulti- 
mately led to the treaty at. Payne’s Landing in 
May, 1832. Under one of the. provisions of that 
treaty, a condition precedent is inserted, by which 
some. of their confidential chiefs, accompanied: by 
their own agent, Major Fagan, and their’ interpre- 
ter, Abraham, were to be permitted to visit the coun- 
try allotted them, at- the expense of ‘the: United 
States; and if they should be pleased with it, and 
could make satisfactory arrangements with the, 
Creeks, the treaty was then to be ratified and car- 
ried into effect. Here the committee will at once 
see, and it must carry conviclion home to the minds 
ofall, that it was not consummated and completed 
for the action of the Senate uñtil this condition pre- 
cedent should have been performed, So soon, 
however, as these confidential chiefs visited the 
country, which they did early in 1833, and reported 
most favorably, the treaty of Fort Gibson was en- 
tered into on the 88th March, 1833; fully confirm- 
atory of the treaty at Payne’s Landing, and which 
was sulemnly ratified by the Senate on the 12th<day 
of April; 1834; and, if I ‘am informed correctly, 
with little or no ‘opposition. n eee 

The cause of the delay, therefore, bétween the 
date of the treaties and their ratification, can but 
prove satisfactory, and thus takes from the gentle- 
men the ground assumed by them, that the delay in 
the ratification vitiated and rendered them void, 
Independent, however, of these treaties, thus rati- 
fied and becoming the paramount law.of the land, 
as late as April, 1835, by an. agreement. entered 
into by the commanding. generai (Clinch) with six- 
teen of their chiefs and sub-chiefs, the treaties were 
fully recognised and acknowledged in all their pro-. 
visions and stipulations, and the time forè the re- 
moval of the Indians extended, * 

This, sir, is but a short though faithful sketch. of 
the principal provisions of the treaties, ‘and is pre- 
sented to the committee with the view of enabling 
them to form a proper estimate how far they have 
been. obtained: through frand and treachery, and 
how far they have been, as is alleged, shamefally 
violated by any. act of the Government. Sir; if 
the members of this committee would but take the 
trouble to examine for themselves ‘the several trea- 
ties with. these Indians, and the whole’history of 
the proceedings connected with them, I hazard no- 
thing in saying, that I believe the most violent par- 
tisan would come to the irresistible conclusion, that 
eee as or nation of Indians has ever been treated 

more liberality, lenity, or. humanity, than these 
located within the Territ ~ Florida, notwith- 
standing they have cause much effusion of 
blood, and the exhaustion of So much.of our. trea~ 
sure.. Sull, with all these facts before-us; with a 
perfect knowledge that the Indians themselves come 
menced the war upon ùs, by the atiack-and massa- 
cre of the gallant Dade and his whole command: 
with the simultaneous attack, and the “ha 
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brave, high-minded, and honorable citizen of my 
own State, and for years a highly respected mem- 
ber of this body, esteemed and beloved by all who 
knew him; still I repeat, with all these facts before 
us, and with the knowledge that the commence- 


ment of hostilities by the Indians violated their. 


treaties with us under the laws of nations, and lost 
them all claims to our protection, we find them 
ably represented and defended on this floor: we 
hear extolled as a hero, the assassin Oceola, by 
whose ruthless and treacherous hand fell the la- 
mented Thompson, a victim to the fatal instrument 
of death, which, from his confidence in him, he 
had previously presented to him. This; too, after 
the murderer had signed the treaty, and brought in 
many of his people for removal. Yes, sir, this 
Oceola is here held up to public admiration, as a 
warrior worthy of imitation and applause; whilst 
many of our own gallant officers are handed over 
to public indignation and scorn, as violating the 
sacred flag of truce, and proving perfidious and 


treacherous in having made Ocecla prisoner and 


sent him to Fort Moultrie. 

But, sir, I tell the gentlemen this will not an- 
swer their purpose. I tell them that when his 
treacherous murders and massacres are made 
known to the American people, the stain which 
they attach to his character can never be removed 
either by his eulogists here or his biographers 
hereafter. Let it not be understood that I doubt 
the bravery of that treacherous chief. It is proba- 
ble that he is desperately brave, and sc are many 
murderers and assassins, many of whom have 
made a sacrifice of their lives by acts of daring and 
desperation in resisting the civil authorities, rather 
than yield and submit to the penalties which 
the violated Jaws of the land affix to their 
crimes. So, sir, with your Oceola; for who 
that hears me can doubt that both by the laws 
of God and man, his life was justly for- 
feited, and that he himself expected its forfeit- 
ure if ever captured. by our army I have never 
doubted. To the clemency of General Jesup is 
he chietly indebted that such a fate was not award- 
ed him~-a fate which would inevitably have befal- 
len him, had he been turned over to the proper an- 
thorities of Florida. I can but here remark, what I 
honestly believe, that the great clemency and hu- 
manity which have been extended to these Indians 
by our Government and our officers, on several 
occasions, proved injurious to a portion ef our own 
citizens. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) has 
boldly declared that he would prefer their ham- 
mocks being restored to them, rather than make 
the appropridtion now asked. Such a sentiment, 
thus uttered, I freely admit, greatly amazed me, 
as well as the proposition of the geatleman from 
Vermont (Mr. Evererr) to buy our peace. 

To give up the contest at this time, to withdraw 
our troops, and restore to the enemy their posses- 
sions, without the accomplishment of a single ob- 
ject on our part, afier the loss of so many valua- 
ble lives, and the expenditure of millions of dol- 
Jars, would be-an acknowledgment of our inability 
to subdue them—would encourage further depre- 
dations and massacres on the frontiers—would in- 
evilably bring disgrace upon our arms—greatly af- 
feet our national character, and seriously impair 
onr national honor. 

I entitely mistake the character$ and feelings of 
the people, if such a proceeding would not call 
forth their just censure and condemnation; but I 
look for no such result. Flook with confidence to 
a vigorous prosecution of the war, and If the neces- 
sary support be given to the Government, to its 
speedy and successful termination. 5 

The talented delegate from Florida, (Mr. Dow- 
NiNG,) in his able defence of his constituents from 
charges supposed to be made against.them, as well 
as in his fearless and liberal vindication of the Ad- 
ministration from the assaults of the Opposition, 
found it neeessary to allude and refer to certain 
letters which he had received, accusing the, Chero- 
kee delegation, which had been employed tō visit 
the Seminoles, and endeavor to reconcile them and 
bring them to terms, with having proved treacherous, 
and actually persuaded them if they would hold ogt 
this winter, Congress would refuse to make further 


ap propriations, by which means the war would 
cl se, and they be permitted to remain. How far 
tae secharges will be established, I am unprepared 
to .ay. They are not new to me: 1 have heard 
them before; and itis now understood that General 
Jesup himself believes them trae. For myself, I 
wish it may be otherwise. I should be gratified to 
see these men honorably. exculpated; for Í rejoice 
in the misfortunes or disgrace of no one. But I 


must observe, and leave others to make the appli- - 


cation, that there is a remarkable coincidence in 
the alleged conduet of the Cherokees, and the 
course of some gentlemen on this floor, and at this 
time. The delegate from Florida has. been warned 
and admonished by the gentleman from Virginia 
not to make such charges against these Indians on 
such proor, and feelingly teld what cruel injustice 
would be done, if they proved unfounded, as he 
presumed them to be. Shall Ihot be pardoned by 


_the gextleman, then, and justified by this commit- 


tee, in prompting and admonishing him to be guarded 
in his attac s upon the departments of the Govern- 
ment, and many valuable officers of our army, with- 
out the necessary proof to justify his allegauons. 


- Let him and others profit by this; and I feel assured 


many unpleasant altercations would be avoided, 
personal difficulties rarely occur, and the character 
and dignity of this body be greatly restored.: 

I shall now proceed, sit, to reply to some of the. 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Brppur,) who, as is customary with him, has been 
lavish in his abuse of the. Administration, and to 
enable him the better to effect his purpose, has 
been driven to the necessity of resorting: to sub- 
jects foreign to the true issue, and. wholly uncon- 
nected with the one before us. He has thought 
proper, and I have no doubt to the astonishment 
of many, to allude to the celebrated letter from 
Gen. Jesup to the Editor of the Globe, marked pri- 
vate, shown to Gen. Jackson, as requested, and 
ordered4o be published. This, sir, has furnished 
him a fruitful theme, of -which he has availed 
himself, to pour forth his bitter feelings against the 
Administration, and’ in unqualified terms. to de- 
notince Gen. Jesup, and become the enlogist of 
Gen. Scott. Ba Pye i 

Sir, I should despise myself, were I to attempt 
tə detract from the well earned -fame -and reputa- 
tion of that gallant officer, and would gréatly pre- 
fer to add, rather than pluck one laurel from his 
brow. I was pleased and delighted. at the elo- 
quent allusions to his valorous deeds on the plains 
of Chippewa, and at the baitle of Niagara; but I 
was mortified that he sheuld have passed over in 
silence the distinguished services of General 
Jesup on the same battle fields, and which, in jus- 
lice i0 that gallant officer, I cannot permit to pass 
unnoticed. 

May i not be pardoned, then, for again referring 
to the battle of Chippewa, in order to present him 
at the head of his regiment, and in the language 
of his historian, “when pressed in front. and flank, 
giving orders to his men to support arms, and ad- 
vance under the mest galling fire, by which-means 
he gained a more secure position. and returning 
the fire, put the enemy to flight.’ This cool and 
deliberate movement would have done honor 
to the oldest veterans, and for coolness and intre- 
pidity, ifequalied, was never surpassed in battle. 

Bat behold him again,sir, at. the bate of Ni- 
agara ; see him, as there described, again at the 
head of his regiment, turning the flank of the ene- 
my, after encountering the greatest dificules, and 
at the same moment taking advantage of the dark- 
ness of the night, throwing himself in the rear of 
their reserve, and surprising one detachment afier 
another, made prisoners of so many of their of- 
cers and men as greatly impeded his progress. 
I can but here remark, in the beautiful language 
of the histcrian, that though the laws of war would 
have justified him in putting them to death, “the 
laurel, in his opinion, was most glorious when en- 
twined by the hand of mercy.” 

But I stop not here. fier disposing of his pri- 
soners, we find him in the darkness of the night 
feeling his way to the place where the hottest of 
the fire was keptup on the brigade to which he 
belonged, and, with the same coolness and intre- 
pidity which previously marked his conduct, draw- 
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| 


ing up his regiment -on ‘the line.of-2 fence on the. 
Queenstown road, in the rear of a-party of British ; 
infantry, when suddenly -and unexpectedty. he 
poured in upon them 4 galling fire; which com- 


` pelled them to break and flys ande the language 


of his commahding officer, Gen.: showed: 
himself to his own army in a blaz 

There pause, believing that his and reputa-: 
tion issafe inthe custody of history and his country, 
and will never suffer in comparison: witi, with any 
of the officers who distinguished themselves in these 


S 


-memorable battles.. Who; sir, can listen‘ toa reci- 


tal of such noble deeds, and not feeljasty excited 
at the charges which have been uttered against bim? - 
He stands accuséd here nót only with perfidy; but 
with writing the letter to the Globe, with a view to 


_ his own interest, by displacing Gen. Scott from his 


command, that he himself might receive it; and 
further, the gentleman says of him, ihat he was the 
instrument by which a blow was aimed, from be- 
hind, at Gen Scott, that struck from his arm his 
sword! 5 i . 

I have ever regretted the publication of that tet- 
ter, and the difficulties produced between Generals 
Scott ‘and Jesup, and greatly fear it will terminate 
in no good to themselves or-theit country But, as 
to the letter itself, I am inclined: to think it con~ 
tained nothing that.would not have been’ made 
known to General Scott himself, if he had consulted 
General Jesup-as to his plan‘of operations. = 

But how vuinerable is the gentléman from Peni- 
sylvania—how open’ to retort, in Speaking ‘of’ the 
blow aimed at General Scott from behind? © Has he 
not himself this day aimed a blow from behind at 
the character, honor, and reputation of General 
Jesup? Is not the blow aimed too ata time when 
he is periling his life in the service of his country, 
and, under the greatest disadvantages, struggling to 
restore peace and tranquillity to. the people of a 
suffering Territory ; and this, too, at a time when 
he cannot be heard in his defence, and in vindica- 
tion of ail that he holds most dear? Whenever 
that oppcvtunity shall be afforded him, Ihave nu 
fears of the result. I anticipate a full explanation 
and a triumphant vindication of his whole conduct. 

I will here remark that:my acquaintance with 
General Jesup is but.slight, having’ been in. com- 
pany with him but once; and I have done for him 
no more than I would do for others of ‘the army 
who might be assailed as he has béen,; ‘without 
proof, without being present, and without ah àp- 
portunity of being heard in ‘their. own behalf. If 
Gn the present occasion, however,.my humble ef- 
forts in his defence shall avert the blow which has 
been aimed at him from behind, I feel a-conscious- 
ness that I shail never have cause to regret it. 

A few passing remarks may be deemed necesia- 
ry at this time, in reply tothe charges of fraud 
against some of the agents of the Government, in 
the numerous contracts entered into by them. 
Letters have been introduced and read here for. ef- 
fect, which have been eagerly seized upon by some 
for the purpose of censuring the Government,.and 
holding it responsible forall the alleged acts of its 
agents. There are cases, I admit, civil.in their 
character, in which principals are of ceurse held 
liable for the acts of their agents; but-ne-principle 
is better seitled, none more universally recognise 1, 
than that principals are not responsible for the cri- 
ninal acts of their agents. 

But why, it has been justly asked, have not the 
names of these agents, together with the ex parte 
proof furnished the gentlemen, been handed over 
to the proper Departments, that an investigation, 
with the necessary inquiries, might be made into 
the whole matter? This, it must be admitted, is 
the true course to be adopted; and if it be done, and 


‘the charges ate established, | hesitate not to say 


they will be immediately and promptly: discharged. 
[have no knowledge who these agents are; nor 
is it important I shonld have; bulit seems to’ me 
to be due both to the Government and them- 
selves, that their names should be made known, 
their conduct inquired-into, and they heard jy 
their defence. The agents have a right io demand 
this, Itisa right secured, and. which, I trust, will 
never be. denied, to the most humble ciuzen. If 
their names are ever made public, and they are 
honorable men, I feel assured such a demand wilt 
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be made. But even if their guilt should be esta- 


blished,-on an investigation, no censure can, with | 


propriety, attach to the Administration for: their. 
unauthorized acts; for if it did, in sach a case, and 
under such circumstances, no Administration could 
ever be sustained. ge x 

I pass from this: subject,- which I view 
as of but little importance compared: to -the 
one Lnow approach—one, sir, that pained me to 
hear introduced, and T could but express to my- 
friends around me the great mortification I felt 
when it was done. I mean the question of Aboli- 
tion. At no former period have my feelings been: 
more excited than at the attack upon us by the gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. BippLE,) who has ` 


gravely asserted that if the question’ was ever 
brought toa head, the fault rested on our own 
shoulders, and we were responsible for all the con- 
sequences growing out of it. Such a charge I re- 


rel, in the same spirit and with the same feeling | 


with which it was made. I pronounce. it illibe- 
yal and unjust; and tell. the’ gentleman if that 
question be ever brought to a head, it will 
be traced to some of his own friends on 
this. floor, who are presenting, whenever an op- 
portunity offers, the most aggravating petitions, 
and. writing circulars throughout the North, calling 
upon the people to hold meetings, with a view of 
keeping up the excitement, and for party purposes. 
I emphatically tell him, toe, that all these meet- 
ings, all these incendiary proceedings, have their 
origin with a large portion of that party to which 
hə himself is attached, and on the success of which 
I now proclaim to this assembly, and to those. who 
hoar me, measurably depend all the hopes of the 
Abolitionists..- The veil, sir, is torn from them; it 
can be no longer disguised from the country that 
they have gone over, in a body, to the Federalists 
and Northern United States Bank men, and in the 
formation of such a trio, they fook for a triumph, 
and the ultimate consummation of their iniquitous 
and unholy purposes. Pe 

The. record of the: votes in this body,.onm every 
Guestion touching this subject of agitation and dis- 
union, I am proud to say, show where the danger 
to the Union and the integrity of the Constitution 
lies, and to what source, and to what party, we are 
to look for an independent and patriotic purpose in 
supporting those guarantees of the Constitution on 
which the permanence and the peace of the Union 
depend. . 

These remarks, it is true, are strong, and they 
are uttered with feelings.the most ardent. _ But, sir, 
J find a full justification for them in what has been 
said by the gentiemen in this debate, es well 
as from like suggestions and imputations on the 
South, which are contained. in the leading publica- 
tions of the Abolitionists that have been so fre- 
quently awd so insultingly sent to me. = 

But, thank God! the people. are awaking from 
their slumbers, and becoming aroused to their inte- 


rest and their dangers. Already do we behold the - 


Republicans in every quarter of the Union once 
more uniting, and unfurling their banners with the 
great principles of °98 and ‘99 inscribed upon 
them, with a fixed determination to maintain and 
defend them, and thereby ‘preserve the Constitution 
in its original purity, and perpetuate the Union of 
this great Confederacy. The greatest pride and 
pleasure of my political life will be to be found in 
such ranks and under such banners, struggling 
and contending to secure the permanency of such 
principles, : . i 

I shall proceed now, Mr. Chairman, briefly to 
consider the qnestion before us, which is the appro- 
priation of one million of dollars to defray the 
expenses incurred to prusecute the war in Florida; 
and it will -be seen, sir, by an examination of the 
documents, which have been laid on our tables, that 
itis asked by the Government to defray, principally 
expenses which have already occured, and pay off 
drafts now under protest. _ A , 

It seems to me, that a moment’s reflection should 
induce gentlemen to withdraw the objections which 
have been urged. Do they consider, or have they 
reflected, on the consequences which must ensue, if 
this appropriation is withheld? Are they. unap- 
prizedthat.a large portion of it is absolutely neces- 
sary to payoff many of the officers and soldiers, 
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who with so much patriotism’ volunteered their ser- 
vices ` for the protection of the ‘Territory, and who 
have undergone so many toils and hardships; and 


| that the little pittance.to which they are entitled, is 


all-essential to enable them to. return to their fa- 


milies and their homes, and prevent their being: 


placed in the miserable condition of asking ` the 
charity of their friends?—a condition well calculated 


| to humble the pride of soldiers, and justly urge 


them to complain of the injustice of their Govern- 
‘ment. > hens : : i 


May I not further remind the committee that 


“a part of this appropriation will- also be ap- 


plied to the -payment of the representatives, 
and. the widows and orphans, of those who 


bravely fell in batle, and are now entombed. 


in the wilds of Florida? Shall we, then, with all 
these {acts before us, reject this bill? I cannot be- 
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lieve it; our own character and honor are too deep-. | 


ly involved in the issue to authorize such a belief. 
If E am mistaken, however; if my anticipations are 


not realized, and the money is withheld and our., 


troops withdrawn, the sooner it is known the better, 
in order that the citizens of the Territory may take 
the timely precaution, to ward ofl, as far. as pos- 
sible, some of the fatal consequences which would 
follow such a policy. 

We are told by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, that he cannot vote for this appropriation, 
without showing to what useitis to be applied; 


“that the main artery of the Treasury ‘has: been. 


bleeding fora long time, and itonly required a few 
gallons more to complete its exhaustion.” 

It is true the Treasury has been freely bled; its 
arteries have been opened, and its exhaustion al- 
most complete. This is as it should be. Iis blood 


_has been poured out for the preservation of the ho- 


nor of the Government; and J am willing, and shall 
rejoice to see the last drop exhausted, if it be neces- 
sary to close the arteries and stop the further effu- 
sion of the blood of our own ‘cilizens, and „restore 
peace and security to an agitated and suffering peo- 

le. y 
i These are consideratjons of the highest and first 
importance; and in the estimation of their value I 
am not prepared to make the calculation in dollars 
and cents, bùt am ready to afford all the facilities 
required by the Government, and arm it with the 
necessary power to enforce your violated treaties, 
and reduce to submission a merciless and lawless 
foe. ‘To effect these important. objects, and restore 
peace, the Government is particularly anx‘ous. 
Furnish the means, and, my life onit,all will he ac- 
complished! Such a course will be approved by a 
brave and generous people, and duly appreciated 


“by those who are so deeply and immediately inte- 


rested in the result.. 

In conclusion I will only say, so far as our 
national honor is concerned, and about: wh'ch 
much has been said, that I have no fears of its, 
suffering whilst it remains in the custody of those, 
to whom it is now confided; and as to the distin- 
guished individual who at this time presides over 
the Department of War, the history of his whole 
public life furnishes sufficient evidence to show 
that it ever has been, and still is, identified with the 
interest, the glory, and honor of his country. 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 


REMARKS OF MR. HAYNES, 
Or GEORGIA, 
In the House of Representatives, January 31, 1838— 
On the Mississippi Election. _ Da 
Mr. HAYNES said that he had risen yesterday 
to address himself briefly to the House, after the 
claimant (Mr. Prentiss) had taken the floor, but 


. that gentieman, not knowing it was his desire to 


speak, did not yield to him; that he had offered to 
give him an opportunity to speak this morning, but 
anxious as he was that the question should be taken 
as early as practicable, he declined the offer, re- 
serving to himself the right to speak if the discus- 
sion should be protracted. An attempt to bring 
the debate to a close by the previous question hav- 
ing failed, he now rose to give his views to the 
House as succinctly as possible. That there need not 


it. When the subject was then: under conside: 


extra ‘session of Congress, justice tó “himself ri 
quired that he should again express his. views uppi 


tion, he brought fo it the exercise’ of his under” 
standing and his judgment, as free from thé extra 
neous influence of party feeling as. it was possible : 


. for him to have done; and as: all the reflection. he 


had since been able to give it had but. strengthened - 
and confirmed the convictions which he.then enter- 
tained, it was. peculiarly -proper that he should 
once more express them... He. said, in lan- 
guage familiar to-every ynember of the Jegal pro- 
fession, that the whole: merits of the question might 
be compressed within a nut shell. ‘The only: facts” 
which entered into it, at all pertinent toa just de- 
cision, were, did the Governor issue his writ of elec- 
tion, and were the'sitting members returned’ by a 
majority of the votes of the people of ‘Mississippi 
acting in pursuance of it.’ Conld it be necessary, 
to adduce. proof of the existence of facts so well . 
known and admitted? - Most certainly it could nots 
Having then stated. all the facts which. he. consi- 
dered pertinent and material to the issue, he would 
try: them -by the! provisions, of the Constitution, 
under which elections. of this, House were to be 
conducted: . And before: doing.’so, he would op- 
serve, that much ofthe difficulty under which some., 
gentlemen seemed to labor in applying that clause.of 
the Constitution which confers upon the States the 
power to fix “the times, places, and manner of 
holding elections for Senators and Representa- - 
tives,” had arisen from not taking, in. connection 
with it, the clause which confers upon Congréss the 
power, “by law, [to] make or alter such regula- 
lions, except as to the places of choosing Sena- 
tors; and that which provides, “When vacancies 
happen in the representation from any State, the 
Executive authority thereof shall issue. writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.” When all: these 


clauses are collated with each other, there is the 
most perfect harmony between them. 


In a Go- 


the Federal Convention, it was as proper that Czn- 
gress itself should possess a final and ‘supervisory 
power upon the subject. . To provide against every, 
possible and conceivable contingency, ‘a. further 
power was conferred upon the Governors ot the 
respective States to order vacancies in their repre- 
sentation to be filled. Thus, taking these clauses: 
in connection, there was not only no conflict, but 
the most perfect harmony between them. ‘It was- 
unnecessary to go into the various subtleties with 
which the House ‘had been entertamed upon the 
subject of vacancy, or what does, or what does 
hot, constitute such vacancy as is contemplated in 
the Constitution, or the various modes in which it 
may “happen.” : 
He’should not trouble the House or himself with ° 
hait-splitting, philological distinctions, drawn either 
from authority of members of this House, or by 
lexicographers, apout the meaning of the word 
“happen,” or whether, or not thè term “representa: i 
tion” was taken in one restricted sense or another. 
He should look to the question alone ‘in itsbroad 
constitutional aspect. To enable the House pro- 
perly to estimate the meaning and intent of the Fe- 
deral Convention in the clauses of the Constitution — 
bearing upon the subject now before’ it, jt was 
necessary to. revert to the history ofthat instru- 
ment. It was adopted by the “Convention. in 
1789, and reported, by its order, to the Cons 
gress of the Confederation,’ to be submitted by”: 
that body to the States for theif ratification... 
Having been ratified by the requisite number. fe 
States, the respective ratifications were returned to. 
Congress that it might take order for putting th 
new Government into operation. By the Constit- 
tion the Presidential term was fixed at four. the Sec. 
natorial at six, and the Representative at two So 
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“It then only remained for the old Congress to fix 
the day when these respective terms should com- 
mence, to fix with equal certainty their respective 
terminations. Congress did pass an ordinance 
that Presidential electors should be chosen on the 
first Wednesday in January, and should meet and 
give their votes on the first Wednesday in Februa- 
ry, 1789, and that the new Government should 
“commence its operations on the first Wednesday, 
‘which was the fourth day of March, 1789. Itis, 
‘then, from the fourth of March, 1789 the re- 
‘spective terms of four years for the President 
cand Vice President, of six years for the Senators, 
and of two years for the Representatives, were, 
under the Constitution, made to commence running. 
But to enable us to arrive at a clear and just con- 
clusion, it is necessary to consider that, in institut- 
ing this House, with which part of the Constitu- 
tion alone are we. now concerned, the convention 
instituted a perpetual office? Will any one attempt 
to deny it? As it cannot be denied, even in this day 
of latitudinarian construction, he did not believe 
that any one would attempt! to deny it. What then 
was the undeniable inference from the establish- 
ment of the perpetuity of the representative 
office? That it implies, and nothing can gain- 
Say or resist the implication, perpetual succes- 
sion. Canargument be necessary to sustain such 
a position? Not unless it can be first shown that, 
in framing the Federal Constitution, our fathers did 
not intend to institute a perpetual Government. 
This brings us to the important, and in this case 
the vital, consideration, what constitutes a vacancy 
in the meaning of the Constitution? To this there 
seemed, to his mind, to be but one possible or 
practicable answer: that as the framers of the Con- 
stitution instituted a perpetual Government, of 
which perpetual succession was an inevitable ele- 
ment, that whenever such succession shall be 
broken, no matter by what means such breach of 
succession may “ happen,” there isa vacancy. 

It was not in the vain reliance on his own logi- 
cal powers, but the unanswerable argument con- 
tained in the Constitution itself, that- he asserted, 
with a confidence that nothing could shake, that 
the position he had taken was impregnable. If he 
was correct, and that he was so he had not the 
slightest doubt, he might assert, as he did fearlessly. 
assert, that there was a vacancy “in the represen- 
tation” of the State of Mississippi when the Gover- 
nor issued his writ of election in June, 1837. If 
he was disposed to make nice and cavilling distinc- 
tions, he might call the attention of the House to 
the remarkable coincidence between the terms of the 
-Constitution and the condition of Mississippi at the 
time the Governor of that State issued his writ of 
election. 

The Constitution requires the Governor to issue 
‘a writ of election when a vacancy shall exist in 
*“he representation” of a State. What is the re- 
presentation of a State? The whole number of 
members to which such State may be entitled in 
this House, and notany single representative from 
such State, unless a State is entitled to but a single 
representative. The phrase “representation from 
any State,” is as broad and comprehensive here as 
the term House applied to this body. There was, 
then, a slate of circumstances in Mississippi most 
apt and fitting to call into exercise the power of her 
Governor to order an election to fill “vacancies” 
in her “representation” at the time his writ was 
issued for that purpose. But we have been 
told that the Constitution has conferred upon 
the States the power to fix “the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections for Senators and 
Representatives,” and that the right and duty of 
the Governor to order the vacancy in question to 
be filled, conflicts with, and overturns, the power 
they conferred upon the States. That the “times, 
places and manner of holding elections” having been 
piven to the Siates, subject only tothe supervision 
of Congress, would be rendered entirely nugatory, 
if a State having postponed an election beyond the 
commencement of the representative term, the Go- 
vernor might declare a vacancy, and order an elec- 
tion to fill it. And to sustain this argument, we 
have referred to the debates of the several State con- 
ventions, by which the Constitution was ratified. 
There is more than one answer to this. 
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The first is, that these diseussions turned upon the 
proper distribution of power between the States and 
the Union upon this subject; upon what ought to be 
the measure of jurisdiction of the one and of the 
other in regard to Congressional elections. The 


question of the powers conferred upon, and the du- 
ties required of, the Governorsof the States to cause. 


vacancies to be filled, did not enter into the diseus- 
sion, the more especially as the latter was- also a 
power conferred upon the respective States. The 
second, and to my mind conclusive, answer is, 
that the whole discession had reference to the 


„period at which the Senatorial and Representative 
The com- 


terms should respectively commence. 
mencement of those terms, as I have shown, was 
not fixed until after the discussions to which I have 
adverted, and were then made to commence on 
the 4th day of March, 1789. In this view of 
the subject, (and he believed it was the correct 
one, ) there can be no violation of the power vested 
in the States in construing the Constitution as he 
had construed it, and, instead of conflict between 
its provisions, the most perfect harmony exists. If 
the Legislatures of the several States have failed to 
exercise their constitutional powers according to the 
intent and meaning of the instrument conferring 
them, he would not construe the instrument.in such 
a manner to cover their omission as to defeat the 
great purposes of its framers. If he had shown 
that the Constitution instituted a perpetual Govern- 
ment; that perpetual succession is its, indispensable 
element; that the representative term of two years 
commenced on the 4th of March, 1789, and closes 
biennially at the corresponding period with its com- 
mencement, (and he confidently believed he had 
done so,) who will be bold enough to deny that a 
vacancy existed in the “representation” of the 
State of Mississippi when the election was ordered 
by the Governor to fill that vacancy in June, 18372 


He would add one word more upon this branch, 


of the subject. Every one must admit that the re- 
presentative term is for two years,no more and no 
less, and that it first commenced running on the 
4th of March, 1789. Whit, then, is the conse- 
quence of the doctrine that a State may postpone 
her Congressional election, at pleasure, to any 
day beyond the commencement of that term? 
That, in reality, the term, intended by the 
Constitution to cover just two years, may 
be contracted to any and every fraction of 
that period. If sucha construction should prevail, 
not only would the perpetuity of succession be de- 
stroyed, but the perpetuity of the Government in 
one of its most essential branches, also, as designed 
by the framers of the Constitution. He might further 
illustrate his argument, by adverting to the fact, 
that the Presidential office has not only been al- 
ways considered as perpetual, but perpetuity of 
succession has been preserved init. It is no an- 
swer to say that the necessity of the case has made 
it so, and that such consiant necessity does not 
exist in regard to the two Houses of Congress. 
Those two branches of the Government are as 
essential, he would add, more essential, than the 
Executive; and to make the Government, what it 
was intended to be, perpetual, it is necessary that 
similar perpetuity of succession should be pre- 
served them. 

“We have heard much said of the limitation in 
‘the writ of election issued by the Governor of Mis- 
sissippi, requiring the vacancy to be filled for the 
extra session alone. To arrive at a just decision 
upon it, it is necessary to recur fora moment to the 
deriod of the representative term. That term, as 
we have shown, is for two years. What power 
dees the Constitution confer upon the Governor in 
relation to it? The power to cause “ vacancies” to 
be filled, As the term is for two years, it follows 
as an unavoidable consequence that a vacancy hap- 
pening must run through the remainder of it. 
What is the power of the Governor on the subject? 
As just stated, it is to cause ‘ vacancies” to be 
filled, and goes not one step further. The Consti- 
tution itself, in fixing the term, fixes necessarily 
the extent of the vacancy. The only question with- 
in the cognisance of the Governor is, does a vacan- 
cy exist? Itiseasy to illustrate this by a well 
established principle, applying to all tribunals 
whatever. That a judgment upon a matter within 


= Senate. 


the jurisdiction of such tribunal shall not bé: vi 
tiated by its going farther, and attempting to: adju- 
dicate another question foreign to; and beyond, its 


jurisdiction. The Governor of Mississippi had . 


constitutional jurisdiction of the question of vacan- 
cy or no vacdncy; but in going beyond ityand en- 
deavoring'to decide the term for which that vacan- 
cy should run, his decision that there -was a vacan- 
cy cannot be vitiated by it. . Penge 

_ Pressed by the anxiety of the House to take the 
question,’ althongh he had little ‘more than -stated 
the argurhent which governed -his own conclusion, 
that the sitting members are most clearly entitled to 
their seats, he was done. © _ : : 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. ` 
DEFERRED DEBATE. 


In SENATE, WeEpNespay, January 11, 1838. 


The Senate resumed the consideration. of the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Catnoun on the 27th 


December, in relation to. domestic slavery; .the 


question. being on the second branch of Mr.’Cuay’s . 
substitute to the fifth resolution, which had -been 
struck out yesterday, and reinstated on Mr: Ba- 
CHANAN’s motion, as follows: ese: 
Resolved, 'That-it would be highly inexpedient to 
abolish slavery in Florida, the only. Territory of 
the United States in which it now exists, beeatise of 
the serious alarm and just apprehensions. which 
would. be ‘thereby. excited in the States sustaining 
that domestic institution ; because the people of that 
Territory have not asked it to-be done, and, when 
admitted as a State into the Union; will be exelu- 
sively entitled to decide that question for them- 
selves; and, also, because it would be in violation 
of a solemn compromise, made at a memorable 
and critical period in the history of this country, 
by which, while slavery was prohibited north, it 
was admitted south of the line of thirty-six de- 
grees and thirty minutes north latitude; and, also, 
against the treaty stipulation with Spain of 22d 
February, 1819, which guaranties the right of pro- 


rty. ; ) À 
Pe M BUCHANAN observed that, in`pursuahce 
of the pledge given by him last evening, he felt 
himself bound to bring forward the second branch 


‘of Mr. Cuar’s amendment, which had been strack 


out on his motion, and to leave ‘it ashe found it. 
He had therefore done so, bat he did not thereby 
mean to say that: he was in favor of every part of 
the resolution. He had simply restored it to the 
place where it was, and he Jeft it to its friends, or 
rather to the parents of the banting, the Senators 
from Kentucky and Alabama. _ 

Mr. CLAY said that at the desire of the Senator 
from Arkansas, (Mr. Srvier,) he had introduced 
two different subjects into this resolution, one re- 
lating to the treaty of 1819, the other respecting 
slavery among the Indian tribes. He confessed, 
however, that he could not perceive any reasona- 
ble ground for introducing the latter topic: He 
did not for himself deem it to be expedient that we 
should trouble ourselves about the domestic insti- 
tutions of the poor Indians, and volunteer in this 
particular to preserve their rights. i : 

Mr. C. would only say, that heheartily wished 
the rights of these untortunate beings had been 
regarded with equal zeal in other matters, and that 
they had been as much protected where they wanted 
protection, as in this case, in which it might be pro- 
bable they desired it not. They certainly had 
few slaves, if any; if, however, they were slave- 
holders, no one yet had thought of abolishing it 
among them. The Abolitionists hal not, as far 
as he knew, addressed to them any petitions on the 
subject. 
se C. therefore thought that that portion of the 
resolution which related to slavery among the In- 
dian tribes had better be altogether. omitted. His 
object by the resolution was, to embody in one 
view, as far as possible, every consideration which 
ought to be regarded as of sufficient force and va- 
lidity to oppose` any interference on the part of 
Congress with the subject of slavery, and whatever 
would not be generally assented to as a valid and 
undisputed ground for non-interference, he had 
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wished not to introduce; not that he ‘himself. did 
not take higher ground, but for the sake of avoid- 
-ing discussion and controversy on the part of those 
who did not. ce i 

‘Mr. C. could not indeed conceive why any gen- 
tleman should seek to create excitement by intro- 
ducing matters on which it was well known there 
existed great variety: of ‘opinion; and: which 
would consequently create division. 

_It was his object to allay. excitement—to pro- 
mote union. and unanimity, by omitting all topics 

_of collateral controversy, and embodying together 
all sueh arguments and considerations as the coun- 
try would generally assent to. In doing so, he be- 
gan with making a sacrifice of his own views and 
feelings for the sake of obtaining harmony and 
peace. It appeared to him, that to -mix up many: 
controverted ‘topics with one single subject of con- 
troversy, was in fact to multiply opponents against 
that single point, and to raise.up enèmies where 
otherwise jt would have none. Could it-be possi- 
ble that the frinds of a measure would sincerely 
wish, by vidlence and pugnacity, to create and 
multiply enemies to. their own cause? Was this 
„friendship to the cause and rights of the South? 
Such, however, appeared to Mr. C. Io he 
the very effect and consequence of that ul- 
traism which in sonie quarters was exhibited 
on this subject. With a view, therefore, in ac- 
cordance with the disposition he had expressed, to 
strip the question as much as possible of all incen- 
tives to irritation and provocatives to opposition 
and enmity, he would move to strike out that por- 
tion which related to slavery among the Indian 
tribes, and also all that portion of the resolution 
which touched upon the question of the Spanish 
treaty of 1819. . 

- Mr. SEVIER expressed his concurrence with 
Mr. Cray as to the inutility of inserting so muchas 
related to the Spanish treaty of 1819. Mr. 8. 
had looked into that treaty since last evening, and 
found tohis great astonishment that it did not con- 
tain any , guaranty of “private property,” and 
therefore its effects as to the guaranty of slavery 
was nugatory. And yet those words had been in- 
serted in the treaty of 1803, of which this treaty 
was in all its other parts and language almost a 
liberal transcript. 

As to the question of slavery among the Indians, 
Mr. S. hoped that they would be protected in their 
rights. Some of them were great slaveholders, and 
had as many as a hundred, negroes. He wished, 
therefore, to include them, to cover all the ground, 
and to stop the “gait” of the Abolitionists in this 
quarter also. The Abolitionists, it is true, had 
hitherto-overlooked them; but there were as many 
as twenty tribes in his neighborhood, (Arkansas,) 
and he was anxious. that this clause should not be 
stricken out, but that the poor Indians should be 
protected in their rights. 

Mr. CLAY said that he had himseif been under 
the same impression as to the treaty of 1819, and 
had thought that the guaranty referred to had been 
inserted in the treaty of 1819. He found, however, 
that he. was mistaken, and those particular words 
had been omitted, while in every other respect the 
treaty of 1803 had been almost literally copied. 
The omission, however, could not have been by 
design, as the treaty was made in the administra- 
tion of Mr. Monroe, when all his Cabinet was com- 
posed of gentlemen from the’ slaveholding States, 
who would not have assented to any omissions on 
this subject. ; 

As to what concerned the Indians, however, he 
(Mr. C.) must persevere in his motion to strike out 
that part of the resolution; and he did not think that 
Mr. Sevisr would think it necessary to introduce a 
new topic of excitement, by bringing” into dispute 
the subject of slavery among the Indian tribes. 

Mr. C. said ‘that,. by the compromise act, the 
existence of slavery had been limited in its. extent, 
so as notto be permitted north beyond a -certain 
line of latitude; and he thought that there were no 
Indian. tribes who had slaves beyond that line 
which the act had fixed upen as its boundary. 

» Mr. SEVIER replied, and said that the Chero- 
keeswho were slaveholders, and had been-re- 
moved: across. the: Mississippi, had- gone north of 
thatline; and: had: carried, their slaves with them. 
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‘Also, some. counties of Missouri had been lately ` 


extended beyond that line, so that-now slavery 
was. planted beyond. the boundary dine within 
which the compromise act had confined. it... This 


cifcumstance had-been: assented to ata former- 


session, and the Senator from Vermont himself, 
(Mr. Swirr,) as a member- of the Indian Commit- 
tee, had not objected, to, its. : 


Mr. SWIFT was understood to say that- he had’ 


never directly assented-to this thing, Ithad been only 


. touched upon incidentally, and he had never had 


an opportunity of giving his negative to the ques- 


tion. i : : 
It was then by. consent determined that that part 


of the resolution relating to the treaty of 1819. 


should be stricken out. 


The question as to striking aut the portion of the 


resolution relating to slavery among the Indian 
tribes, was then taken, and Mr. SEVIER having 
called for the yeas and nays, it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 31, nays 10, as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, ‘Cuthbert, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, 
Tipton, Williams, and Young—3l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Walker, and White—10. 

Mr. KING proposed that so much of the resolu- 
tion as made mention of the compromise act should 
be stricken out. f 

Mr. CLAY expressed his, readiness to assent to 
this modification, and ‘it was stricken out accord- 


ignly. 


The resolution having been then read.as modificd,, 


Mr. HUBBARD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, he wished to state why he 
could not vote for the resolution as amended. 

The main reason assigned in the resolution as it 
now stands, why slavery should. not be abolished 
in Florida, was that it would be highly inexpedient, 
He regarded the reason as wholly fallacious, and 
that it would be of not the slightest foreein stay- 
ing the tide of Abolition. We must bear.in mind, 
that the two points towards which the Abolitionisis 
are directing their attacks, were this District and 
the Territories. ‘These they considered our weak 
points; and they were sanguine in the belief, and 
that not without reason, if they can effect their 
objects there, the main difficulty in their way 
would be surmounted. With this knowledge, our 
policy ought w be to strengthen and fortify those 
points most effectually. Now, sir, the main bar- 
rier which the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) 
proposes to throw around the Territories in this 
amendment is, that it is inexpedient to abolish 
slavery in Florida. Will this oppose any obstacle 
to the assaults of the foe? Let us see how it will 
operate. 
in the Territories is presented to an individual in 
the non-slaveholding States for his signature. He 
is opposed to the object, and refages to sign. He is 
asked his objections. Tle answers, in the language 
of this amendment, that, in his opinion, itis highly 
inexpedient. He then is asked, Do you not consi- 
der slavery a political evii? Do you not consider 
it immoọra!}?? Do you not consider it sinful? He 
answers, Yes, forsuch will be. the answer of nine in 
ten in the non-slaveholding States. Now mark 
the reply. He is next asked, How can you justify 
yourself in refusing to put down what you acknow- 
ledge to be immoral, sinfal, and a great political 
evil, on the ground that it is inexpedient? . The 
qaestion is overwhelming, and the petition is signed 
and a convert made. To stay its progress, far 
higher grounds must be taken; grounds as high as 
those assumed by 
which will show them that, while they are acting 


“in the name of morals and religion, they are vio- 


lating pligbted faith, and subverting the. entire 
fabric of oar political system; and, as such, are 
guilty of violating. the most solemn. obligations, 
political, moral, and religious. | BPRS 

© Mr. C. next objected, thai he disliked the. desig- 


Calhoun; Clay. 
“ Abolitionists ask to al 


| only “Territory in. which slavery. existe 


An Abolition petition to abolish slavery . 


these deluded madmen, and- 


erritory Q 


sts ask to abolish slavery in the 
ries; and we reply,. thal it is inexpedient to 
it in Florida, assigning fora reason, that 1 


nation of the particul 


make a general. demand, extending. to 


titoriés that. now are,- or. may. be er, 


created; and wë- meet this. broad and: sweep- 


‘ing prayer with’ ‘the. modest" answer, that it is 
‘ inexpedient ty abolish it in Florida 


: “An giving this 
difident response, are we afraid of offending,. or 
are weindispdsed to commit ourselves, as to, Terri- 
tories hereafter to be created? = o; | we 

He regarded the grou ds assumed in the resolu- 


. tion, as amended, worse than useless. They: are 


calculated not to repel, but to attract attacks. 

He was glad that. the portion of. the amendment 
which: referred to the Missouri compromise had 
been struck out. He was not a member of Con- 


gress when that compromise was made, but it is: 


due to candor to state, that his impressions ‘were in 
its favor; but it is equally due to itto say, that 
with his present experience, and ‘knowledge of the 
spirit which then, for the. first time, began to dis- 
close itself, that he had“ entirely. changed ‘his opi- 
nion. -He now believed that it was a dangerous 
measure, and. that it has donè much to. rouse into 
action the present spirit. . Had! it then. béen. met 
with. uncompromising opposition, such..as.a then 
distinguished and sagacious member from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rannonen,) now: no more, opposed to. it, 
abolition might have been é¢rushed for ever in its 
birth. TIe then thought of Mr. ‘Ranpoipn;, as, he 
doubts not, many think of him now, who have 


| not fully looked into this subject, that he was too 


unyielding, too uncompromising, too impracticable; 
but he had been taught his. error, and took, plea- 
sure in acknowledging it, > Soe Ca 
‘With these views (said Mr: C:) he could not vote 
for the resolution as it stood, and they were greatly 
strengthened, when he contrasted it with his fifth 
resolution, which has. been struck out to insert this. 
That resolution declares that any attempt, by any 
State or States, or their citizens, or any act or, mea- .. 
sure of Congress, to abolish slavery in this District, — 
or the Territories, on the ground that it was im 
moral, or sinful, or otherwise obnoxious, was a 
dangerous attack on the domestig institutions of all 
the ‘States. ‘Now (said. Mr. 'C.)..what-havé -we 
done? what have Southern Senators donet: Struck 
down the strong barriers which placed this. District 
and the Territories under the same. high constitu- 
tional protection with. the States themselves, and 
which made.an assault-on them an assault on all 
the slaveholding States, and have erected in their 
place the most feeble of all barriers, that of mere 
inexpediency. Why was this-done? Was it-be- 
cause -the resolution. struck - out asserted“ any 
thing false in fact or principle? “No one pretended 
to say so. No: it is time to speak out; to tell: the 
truth; 1t was because there was more dread of wound- 
ing the feelings of the Abolitionists than the people of 
the s!aveholding States. They are more inient:-on 
our destruction that we for our own safety.’ They 
mark and punish, by withholding their votes, and 
throwing them in the opposite scale, all who. dare 
oppose them; while a fee'ing of indifference and 
ina'tention prevails on the part of the people of the 
slavebolding States. ` . cgi 
Thas regarding the resolution as it. stands, he 
was placed in a position which he did not often: 
occupy. He could not vote for it, for the reasons 
he has stated; and he would not vote against it, for 
reasons which must be apparent to all; andhe was 
of course constrained not to vote at all. o =- 
Mr. NORVELL spoke briefly. against. Mr. 


‘Cray’s second substitute, as now modified. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he was very sorry 
that the Senator from South Carolina could not re- 
concile his judgment to vote for. ihe résolition now 
under. consideration, He thought the declaration 
in the resolution, that abolition was inexpedient. 
was not strong. enough, and that higher grounds : 
ougat to be assumed, . But what higher grounds? | 
Was any one prepared to say that the naked power 
of abolition did not exist? Mr. C. spoke of thé na- 
ked power, and not of its exercise, but the abstract 
question of the. existence of the power: Now 
though it did not exist in relation: to the tates; Qi A 


Jan. 1838. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, _ 


25TH Conca- 2ND SESS. 


the mere question of abstract power, Mr. C. thought 
‘the Senator from South Carolina would not declare 
that it wonld be unconstitutional for Congress to 
abolish slavery in-the District or Territories. The 
power, like many others, was not to be exercised, 
on high considerations, amounting in the District to 
the plighted faith. of the Govérnment, during the 
existence of a state of things which puta restriction 
on the exercise of the power; but when that state of 

. things should no longer exist, the power might be 
exercised. So as to Florida: the power existed, 
but, for high considerations, was not to be exer- 
cised. ee 

The Senator’ objects because Florida alone is 
embraced by the resolution.. We have stricken 
out the Indians, regarding them as perfectly safe. 
And what other Territory than. Florida is there in 
which slavery exists? I framed the resolution as 
itis, because there is no other such Territory. 
There are many who send petitions here that ap- 
pear to be ignorant of this fact, that there is but 
one such Territory. I wanted them to know that 
there is but one. Ifthe Senator from South Caro- 
lina will point out any other Territory in which 
slavery exists, I will add it to the resolution; but I 
am opposed to. leaping over beyond what is neces- 
sary. And I wish also to announce tothe whole 
world that all this noise aboutslavery in the Terri- 
tories of the United States, relates only to Florida, 
where the circumstances in favor of the existence 
of slavery are stronger than any where else in the 
country. 3 , : 

Then the{Senator thinks the tone of the reso- 
lution is not strong enough. Perhaps he would 
say that, as slavery is represented as a moral evil, 
as sinful, we ought to take the opposite ground, and 
maintain that slavery is not sinful, but in confor- 
mity with religion; and he thus maintain the one 
side, and they the other. And then, he says, the 
Abolitionists will present a number of questions, 
which he enumerated. Sir, suppose you should 
declare ‘slavery’ accords with the Declaration of 
Independence, and that it is consistent with every 
high and holy principle, would it make any con- 
verts?. Sir, I. want to do nothing to aggravate 
this spirit at the North, and to increase the Aboli- 
tionists. I want to prevent the residue of the North 
from going over to join them. There lies our dan- 
ger, and there, also, are we to Jook for safety. 

-The Senator’s resolutions are all sound; but there 
will nothing be gained by them. of safety to the 
cause, or of permanency to the Union. These are 
great objections. It is well that our language 
should be firm, maintaining our rights; but let us 
avoid exasperating and irritating language. 

The Senator speaks of the compromise on the 
Missouri question, and refers to the course of a 
distinguished member from Virginia, who was 
present on that memorable occasion. There were 
two compromises: the first was, that when the bill 
passed, authorizing the State to form a separate 
Government. for itself, for admission into the 
Union. It was then that 36° 30’ was fixed as the 
line of separation. But after the State was ad- 
mitted into the Union, she introduced a clause into 
her Constitution, by which free persons of color 
were not to remain within Missouri. There was 
the great point of difficulty which shook tae Union 
with more alarm than any thing I have seen, from 
that day to this. It was that compromise for which 
T understood the Senator he would not now have 
voted. 

{Mr. CaLyoun was understood to assent.] 

No one (said Mr. Cray) was:anxious to have 
slavery exist north of that line, except in Missouri. 
‘With the second question came the great struggle; 
and I should not refer to the part taken by Mr. 
Randolph, whose death I sincerely deplored, if it 
had‘not been referred to by the Senator. . But I 
feel compelled to say that at the second compro- 
mise, in which nothing was sacrificed by the 
slaveholding States, and in which a mere matter 
of form was conceded to the free. States, which ad- 
mitted them a ground.to stand on at home, the 
course of that distinguished member from Virginia 
came nearer hazarding the Union than any other 
event ih our history. He was opposed to all qom- 
protnises; ‘and’-L-yecollect that when the second 


compromise was under discussion, I was in the 


chair, and another member from. Virginia fainted 
under the influence of the fumes of the lamps. 
He was taken to a back seat, and I went to see 
how he was; but observing that his case was 
not dangerous, and that he° would soon reco- 
ver, on my return to the Speaker’s chair I met 
the gentleman from Virginia,. who, not: hay- 
ing spoken with me before, said, “How do 
you do, sir; I wish you would go with me 
to Kentucky.” I understood him, and that he 
proposed in this manner a separation of the South- 
ern delegation, retiring from Congress, and leaving 
the North in possession of the Government. Tre- 
plied, “Not now; but I will see you to-morrow 
morning.” In the morning I spent an hour with 
him, in which he urged me to make no compro- 
mise, even provided gentlemen would grant us 
every thing we wanted, in return for giving the 
North ground to stand on. We parted, promising 


_ to be friends in future; and to the end of the session 


he never spoke to me again. The two words [dough 
(dee) faces] with which that gentleman rated and 
taunted our Northern friends, did more injury than 
any two words I have ever known. Sir, I hope 
no similar.ceurse will be pursued by any one at 
the present day, in respect to any portion’ of the 
delegation of the country. And, sir,.I tell the Se- 
nator, that I think if: he would deal more calmly 
with all parts of the Union, and say to them that 
the South are animated to a man on this subject, 
and would vindicate their rights; if he would turn 
to the quarter where the blaze is, and endeavor to 
extinguish the flame, and not to aggravate it; if he 
would unite with us, to bring the whole country to- 
gether as in one band of brethren in the same pub- 
lic vessel, I think the result would be more happy. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied that the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Ciay,) must know that he refer- 
red to the compromise alluded toin the amendment, 
which limited the boundary of the slaveholding 
States in the West to thirty-six degrees thirty mi- 
nutes. He made no allusion, nor expressed any 
opinion on the second comprotise, on which the 
Senator dwelt:so long; nor was it necessary on the 
present occasion to do so; nor did he intend to 


‘approve of the language used by Mr. Rannotpron 


the occasion to which the Senator referred; for no- 
thing would be more injust than to apply itjon the 
present occasion. He believed that most of ‘the 
Senators from the non-slaveholding States had. 
gone as far as they could consistently with their 
opinion of what was due to the feelings and tem- 
per of those they represented. He asked them not 
to go further. His object was tosee how far 
they believed they might safely advance, ou con- 
stitutional groands, in taking a_ stand against agi- 
tators. > 

The first four resolutions were well sustained, 
although they took the highest constitutional 
ground; but on the fifth, which involved the same 
principles with the preceding, he regreited to say, 
there has been a giving away. The constitational 
ground is abandoned, and that of mere inexpedien- 
cy substituted. But in this he saw no change of 
opinion on the part of those Senators from the non- 
slaveholding States, who had so firmly stood by 
him on the first four resolutions. He attributed it 
wholly to a deference to their constituents, and it 
was that which so deeply impressed him with the 
diseased state of the public sentiment in that sec- 
tion, and the extent of the danger to which the 
country is exposed. - 

The Senator from Kentucky. asserted that my 
fifth resolution abandoned the constitutional ground 
as to this District and the Territories, and asks if 
tbere is any one who denies the right of Congress 
to abolish slavery here, or in the Territories. Yes, 
(said Mr. C.) he denied it, and also that the fifth 
resolution abandoned the constitutional ground, as 
asserted by the Senator. So far from that, it 
placed the protection of slave property here under 
precisely the same constitutional guaranty, that the 
first four placed it in the States. In a word, it 
placed slavery here, and in the Territories, under 


' the shield of all the slaveholding States, where 


alone it can be safely placed, and that on princi- 
ples which he held to be impregnable. The first 
four resolutions taken together, asserted the broad 
principle of non-interference by a State, or States, 
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and are’ therefore fully established. 
an. be by the vote of this. body 
from” Kentucky will not th 
stitutional -principle ‘of i 
lies at the bottom of our poli i 

Now, sir, what-did my fifth ion, ‘which 
has been struck out to make room for the Senatoris 
amendment, assert?. It declares that the attempt 
of any State, or States, or their Citizens, or any act 
of this Government, to abolish slavery in this Dis- 
trict, or the. Térritories, or the Government, that it 
is sinful, immoral, or. otherwise obnoxious, isa 
dangerous. attack on thé domestic institutions of 
all the slavehiolding States. ‘ Will the Senator deny 


section and another, to the prejuti 
reference to their peculiar institu 
be equally regarded and* respect he’ opposite 
course would destroy ‘all equality between the dif- 
ferent members of the Confederacy, would sow the 
seeds of discord, and, in the end, destroy the Union 
itself. EE AEN.: i 

These two great principles, non-interference, and 
non-discrimination, are, as he has often said, the 
basis of his resolutions; and they contiprehended all, 
District and Territories, as well as the States them- 
selves. These were broad, and deeply seated in 
the Constitution, and no member has ventured to 
deny them. Our salvation depended on.preserving 
them inviolate. These, he would repeat, were the 
high constitutional grounds. assumed’ in his fifth, + 


. resolution, which had been surrendered for .inexpe- 


diency! The Senator from. Kentucky tells us, if 
should meet the Abolitionists on these grounds we 
must come to a direct issue. That is what he 
desired. He sought a plain and direct issue on 
constitutional principles, not with them, but in this 
body; and such an issue was the only safe and solid 
ground on which the Senators even. from the non- 
slaveholding States can meet ‘Abolition at home. 
The Senator from Michigan (Mr. NorveLL) has 
boldly and nobly told you that it is the only ground 
on which he can meet it, and thatif, you should 
substitute inexpediency for the Constitution, you 
would compel him to go against the resolution. 
The Senator is right The Constitution, no inter- 
ference, no disctimination. ‘These are the grounds 
on which the battle may be safely fought. You 
must tell these deluded fanatics you haye no right 
to intermeddle in, any form or shape, ahd that 


while you accuse others of sin and immorality, 


you yourselves are guilty of both in sich intermed- 
dling. Inexpediency! ‘Think of ithe folly. of at- 
tempting to resist the powerful impulses that, urge 
them on to the work of destruction with so feeble a 
word! You might as well think of extinguishing a 
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conflagration that mounted to the clouds, by: throws 
ing a bucket of water on it. Expediency, conces- 
sion, compromise! Away with such weakness and 
folly. Right, justice, plighted faith, and the Con- 
stitution: these, and these only, can be relied on to 
avert conflict. These have been surfendered for 
inexpediency! Se at N 4 

He was not satisfied with the explanation which 
the Senator from Kentucky. gave, why the amiend- 
ment should be limited to Florida. He says, that 
many of these fanatics areso ignorant, that they 
are not aware of the fact, that Florida is the only 
slaveholding Territory. If such be the case, how 
idle would be the. whole scheme of the Senator to 
meet them with arguments! But, as badly as he 
thought of them, he did not think the Senator had 
done them justise. They wete indeed blind and 
deluded in their warfare on our institutions; but 
on all other subjects, mahy of them were as intel- 
ligent as the rest of - the community, and 
know as well.as he and the -Senator how 
many -Territories. we bad, and that Flori- 
da was the only one with a slave population. 
On this point they knew perfectly what they were 
about; and in praying that slavery might be 
abolished in the Territories, they intentled to esta- 
blish a general principle, not only that it should be 
abolished in Florida, where it exists, but that 
hereafter no Territory should be created in which 
it should not be prohibited. This was clearly their 
intention; and when the Senator limits it to Florida, 
he declines to meet this broad issue, and virtually 
surrenders the whole ground, except Florida, to the 
Abolitionists. One of his leading objects, as- he 
has often said, in moving these resolutions, was to 
ask the Senate to define its position, in order that 
his constituents and the world might know what 
ground this body intends to occupy. He asked 
none to vote against his judgment or inclination, 
but to say distinctly by -his vote what he intends. 
If it be intended, then, to surrender all constitu- 
tional grounds as to the Territories, and places their 
protection on the ground of inexpediency, and to 
surrender all Territories hereafier to be created, 
withont even the poor protection of this feeble 
word, vote for the resolution as amended. As to 
himself, he would give no such vote. He never 
would consent to place our rights on such frail 
foundation. . He stood on the Constitution—on the 
great principles of non-interference and non-dis- 
crimination, and he never would surrender them, 
and. put the question on mere incxpediency. He 
would leave those who took different views to de- 
cide on the resolution as amended as they might 
think proper. He would take no part in it, one 
way or another. : 

Mr. CLAY here modified his amendment, on the 
suggestion of. Mr. Hursarn; the most important 
part of which modification related to the implied 
breach of faith, by abolition, with citizens who, 
with their slaves, settle in the United States Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he believed. the Senator 
from New Hampshire was willing to go as far as 
he possibly could in this course. But Mr. C. had 
set out in this discussion with the determination. to 
yield or recognise neither the right of interference, 
or of discrimination. But this amendment would 
yield it, or, at best, it did not assert the contrary 
right. Mr. C. would neither oppose it nor vote 
for it; perhaps it was the strongest that could be 
had, and if so, let it pass. What Mr. C. wanted 
was, that the Government, the common agent of 
the States, should define their position, and that 
the Northern States should be declared to have no 
right to look into or judge of Southern institutions, 
or to legislate in relation to them on any ground. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WALKER 
and CALHOUN, oes 

Mr. RIVES, after some remarks, moved to 
strike out the proposed amendment after the word 
“Resolved,” and insert the following as a substitute: 

“That any interference with the ‘subject of. sla- 
very in the Territories of the United States, in which 
it may exist, is inhibited by all the considerations 
in regard tothe rights and interests of the inhabi- 
tants of the said Territories, the security of the 
slayeholding States, and the danger of the Union, 


Which are mentioned in the preceding resolution as | 
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sak 


forbidding any interference with, or action on, the 


` subject of slavery in the District of Columbia; and 


for the further reason that the people of. the Terri- 
tories, when admitted into the Union, as States, 


will be exclusively entitled. to decide the question | 
of the existence of slavery, within their respective | 


limits, for themselves.” 3 

Mr. -CALHOUN said that the Senator. from 
Virginia (Mr. Rives) appeared not to be 
pleased with his determination. not to vote 
for „the resolution.as it now stood amend- 
ed. He (Mr. Catxoun) complained of no Se- 
nators course, and none had a right.to complain 
of his. We are actitig on a great and dangerous 
subject, one which will long agitate this country, 


and have a decided influence on its future destiny. | 


He, for one, was determined throughout to occupy 
the ground which his judgment and conscience dic- 
tated; and he expected and desired others to do 
the same. At the outset, he stated that he was 
prepared to modify his resolutions, so as to make 
them acéeptable, as far as he could, without sacri- 
ficing the principles on which they rested. ‘These 
were, as he had frequently stated, non-interference 
and non-discrimination, which, in his opinion, could 
not be abandoned, at any point, without a sacrifice 
of the rights and safety of the South ; and, under 


this impression, he had constantly resisted every 


attempt to induce him to surrender them. . 

The Senator seemed to think that he had not, in 
his fifth resolution, taken constitutional ground. 
He thought differently; that he had taken the 
highest and strongest constitational ground in de- 
claring that interference with slavery in this Dis- 
trict, or the Territories, was a direct (yes, he would 
repeat an epithet he-had yielded to reconcile’ the 
Senator from Kentucky, Mr. Crirrenpen,) and 
dangerous attack on the domestic. institutions 
of all the States} as direct and as dangerous 
as an interference with slavery in one, would 
be an interference in all the other slavé- 
holding States; thus placing slavery here, and 
in the Territories, under the same constitutional 
protection as in the States themselves. . He 
would have added the additional ground, which 
the Senator had so well explained, and in which 
he entirely concurred, but he knew that the sense 
of the body had already been tested in relation to 
it, andthat we of the South were ina minority on 
it; and his object was to place it on constitutional 
grounds, still higher and stronger, if possible, and 
on which he had hoped there would be greater 
unanimity. As to voting for a resolution placing 
the question on the ground of inexpediency, the 
Senators from Virginia and Mississippi must ex- 
cuse him. He believed it would be fallacious and 
dangerous, and neither his judgment nor sense of 
duty would permit hm to give it his vote. If we 
place the question there, we will be overpowered. 
The whole Nerth, with little exception, would be 
united against us, and we would be voted down in 


. both Houses, in less than two years; and that on a 


ground which would not justify the South in taking 
the remedy into her own hands. 

The amendment offered by the Senator from 
Virginia was much better than the resolution as it 
stood amended. Though it strrendered much, (the 
only strong and tenable grounds, in-his opinion) 
yet it abandoned the feeble ground of inexpediency, 
and rested the question on something like a princi- 
ple. With aslight modification, adding a single 
letter to the resolution, so as to make it plural in- 
stead of singular, and to refer to the resolutions 
already adopted, it would, in a great medsure, 
make it conform to the fifth as he had originally. 
presented it. He hoped the Senator would make 
the modification. 
lingly give it his vote; and he trusted that the Sena- 


| tors from the‘non-slaveholding States who had sup- 


poren his first four resolutions, would give ‘it theirs 
also. : i 

Mr. PRESTON, after briefly criticising the se- 
veral amendments, said that he thought them all 
objectionable in many respects. Indeed, from the 
first, he had not concealed the repugnance he felt 
at bringing the South, in this manner, to trial be- 


fore an incompetent tribunal, by any -mere-resolu- 


tions and abstractions of any kind... He still 
tinued of this opinion, and deprecated: the agitating 


Thus modified, he. would wil-. 
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. sulted by agitation and-discussion, 


nays 29, as follows: . 


course which had been pursued... His position. was 
to deny the jurisdiction—to declare the stbject was 
coram non judice, and not to stand here and be m- 
i is undoubted 
rights... Therefore, he: utterly disclaimed the ‘course 
of dragging. the South before the Senate by:-resolu- 


tions and abstractions. o ~ 


‘As to these amendments, if-adopted, they would 


. weaken the effect ofthe. resolution. He thought 
. that resolution, as it stood. yesterday,..was:stronger 


than it now.is,, With. these amendments... Mr: P. 

earnestly invoked the Senaté to pul an end ‘to these 

discussions: What benefit could accrue from ‘such 

endless discussions? - How was this a way to meet 

the Vermont. resolutions? . Gentlemen. might re~ 
solye and resolve, and still goon resolving and re- 
solving; but what, he would ask, was the effect:of 
such a course? . lts only effect was to create agita- 
tion, and open a wider door for the Abolitionists 
here, “and throughout the country.. Discussion: 
(said Mr. P.) sets us down; it weakens our cause: 
we want action, and not discussion... It was a dif- 
ference merely of tweedle -dum and.tweedle dee, 
which was contended for inthe verbiage and mere 
phraseology on which. debates were. started; but 


‘while gentlemen were amusing themselves in this 


manner about the difference ‘between a few letters 
and words, the outrage upon the South was’carried 
on all the while by the very.discussion. ` There- 


-fore, Mr. P. deeply’ regretted. the. introduction, of 


thts matter frem the first... es ne 

I can see precisely, Mr. P.said, that the gentle- 
men. have very.kind feelings. towards us... T-am 
grateful for it, and would not disturb the harmony. 
between us, or withhold from : them due. gratitude 
and respect. I am disposed .to. vote the way they 
suggest, and have concluded to go with them; and 
the consideration is. not passed by that they may 
conquer for us at the North. I am not disposed to 
adopt any offensive armor, nor yet to preach up the 
great principles of moderation. But the South are 
properly to avail themselyes of defensive armor ; 
and when these borderers know that they are linked 
and bound together, and ready for action whenever 
assaulted, this frowning attitude is the very’ best 
that can be taken, and the only possible means of 
making a secure defeuce. They can protect them- 
selves; and what I here wish to do is to save the 
Union, and maintain the peace of the country, by. 
keeping the agitators. out.-of . these: halls.’ Sir, if 
you will only co your duty here, we will keep out 
the borderers, and we do. not. want your help for 
that purpose, Protect us within the walls. of the 
Capitol: out of it, we will protect ourselves; and 
we ask you only to let us alone. a 

The modification proposed by the Senator from. 
Virginia links in the same destiny the Territories 
and the States, becanse it declared that to touch 
slavery in the District or the Territories would dis- 
turb and endanger the Union. in the same manner 
as to touch it in the slaveholding States. It first 
aimed at preserving the Union, and then the inte- 
grity. and rights of the States. et 

After some remarks from Mr.. NILES, Mr. 
WALKER submitted a modification, which was ac- 
cepted by Messrs. CLAY and HUBBARD, to strike 
out the words “ought not,” and ta insert that.any at- 
tempt of Congréss to abolish slavery. in any of the 
Territories would create seridus alarm and just 
apprehension in the States, sustaining that domestic 


institution, &c. 


The question was then taken on Mr. RIVES'S 
amendment, and decided in the negative—yeas 10, 


ae Sakonni Cuthbert, -~ Fulton, 
ampkin, Preston, Riv evie ipto 
a a Sasha es, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard; Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Tndiana, Strange, Swift, Walker, Webster, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—29. - F 

The question then recurring on Mr. CLAYS. 
substitute as amended. ae 
, Mr. CALHOUN moved ‘to amend it by insert 
ing the words “ dangerous attack upon the States: 
in which slavery exists.? . eee 
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Mr. BUCHANAN thought the debate had now 
become exceedingly dull. It had almost worn it- 
self out, and was now dragging its dull length 
along... He would not, however, suffer it to close 
without making a few observations, in consequence 
of what had repeatedly fallen from the Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnovn.) 


. I[thad been often said, in the course of this de- 


bate, that these resolutions were intended as a plat- 
Torm on which we of the North, who were disposed 
to sustain the constitutional rights of the South, 
might stand, and defend ourselves against the at- 
tacks of the Abolitionisis, Now, for his part, he 
disclaimed the idea of having any such platform 
erected for him., We can sustain ourselves bet- 
ter without it. “The blood of Douglas can protect 
itself.” All we desire upon this question is, “hands 
` of.” We. know best how to fight our own battles. 


These resolutions had emanated from the Sonth; 
and he most fervently hoped that they might do 


some good in tranquillizing and, soothing the feel- 
ings of the people there, and in convincing them 
that they had numerous friends in the North, who 
would stand by them in any emergency. He pro- 
tested, however, against the idea that they were 
passed for the benefit: of the North. 

Some commiseration (said Mr. B.) has been 
expressed for our situation. It has been said that 
our intentions were very good, and that we would 
be willing to. go further, if we dared to do so. Now, 
he protested against any such inference. He had 
always. gone.as far as his sense of right and justice 
dictated, and if there had not been an Abolitionist 
in existence, he would have gone no further. We 
wanted no platform on which to stand, save the 
Constitution of our country.. What fanatic had 
there ever been in the North so mad as to assert 
that we had any right to attack slavery in the States 
where it exists? That principle had been settled 
by the first Congress; and that principle, so long as 
he held a seat in the Senate, he should maintain to 
the death. Now, could any resolutions pass here 
which would make the case stronger? No, sir: we 
stand upon the: Constitution alone; but we. are 
always willing to vote for any measures within its 
pale, which will satisfy the South that we are ever 
ready to maintain principles so long and so well 
established. These (said he) have been the mo- 
tives of my conduct throughout upon these resolu- 
tions. They are a Southern, and not a Northern, 
measure; intended for the benefit of the South, 
rather than the North. In the portion of the Union 
from which he came, we deprecate agitation and 
excitement from this source; and he, therefore, 
most devoutly trusted that this protracted debate 
was now about to terminate. 


We adopted one resolution yesterday, in regard | 


to slavery in the District of Columbia, which may 
have a good effect in thé North.” Opinions which 
are united there against any interference with 
slavery in the States, are not so unanimous in re- 
gard to this District.. That resolution places the 


subject on its true. principles, and. will strike the | 


common sense of all impartial men as just and ex- 
pedient. It asserts the proposition that when Con- 
gress accepted. the cession, there was an implied 
faith pledged ‘to the ceding States that we should 
not convert that act of their kindness into an in- 
strument of their destruction; and that whilst 
slavery existed in them, it should not be abolished 
within these ten miles square in the midst of their 
territories. The avowal of this distinct principle 
by the Senate, for which he had always contended, 
might be productive of beneficial effects in the 
Northern States. Pees 
One word more. 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky had been of- 
fered by him (Mr. B.) as a distinct proposition this 
morning. He had pledged himself yesterday to 
briag it forward in this shape, provided the Senate 
would then strike it out of the amendment, and 
take’a separate vote on the remaining portion of it, 
. which related exclusively to the District of Colum- 
bia. Ths had been done; and thus the resolution 
had, strangely enough, become the child of his adop- 
tion, though not. of his affections. After it had 
been amended by striking from it the Indian terri- 
tory, and modified and remodified in such a man- 
per as to suit the views of the partnership concern 


The second part of the resolu- | 


| between the Senators from New Hampshire and 
Kentucky, (Messrs. Hussard and Cray) he (Mr. 
B.) would have cheerfully given it his support. He 
was, therefore, much astonished and disappointed 
when these two Senators, apparently without the 
slightest regard for their.own offspring, consented 
to abandon it without a struggle. He greatly pre- 
ferred itto the substitute offered by the Senator from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Watxzr) which they had accept- 
ed, and which was now before the Senate. The truth 


was, that the resolution which he had offered this . 


morning, to redeem his promise, had undergone se 
many modifications and~mistifications to make 
itconform to the views of every body who desired 
any change, that no man who was acquainted with 
its original features could imagine how it had been 
transformed into the resolution now before the Se- 
nate. Butsoitwas. We once had a Senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hirt,) who was 
made of sterner stuff than to have yielded 
up his resolution to the solicitations of gen- 
tlemen, as the present Senator from that State 
had done. And here as he had allnded to that 
Senator without having previously intended it, 
he would take occasion to say of him, that he was 
a man of strong.and determined character, and 
was a good lover as well as a good hater. Mr. B. 
had never met on that floor a Senator who posses- 
sed. more extensive and minute political informa- 
tion in regard to our domestic affairs, and how- 
ever much he may have been traduced, there was 
no man, in the Senate, at the present day, who 
loved his country better. He well recollected the 
time when that ¿Senator had formed a coalition 
with the Senator from Kentucky, and they had 
fought the battle together without yielding a single 
inch. It is true that buta small force was rallied 
under their united banner. He (Mr. B.) was almost 
their only follower; but they never thought of sur- 
rendering. He could have. wished that the new 
coalition between the present Senator from New 
Hampshire and the Senator from Kentucky had 
been animated by the same spirit. At the instance 
of many gentlemen, the resolution had been chang- 
ed, rechanged, and modified, until he had become 
tired of the process. He had determined for him- 
self to quit setting to every new partner that might 
offer. 
tion of the resolution, as it had come from the*hands 
of the Senator from. Mississippi, (Mr. Waker) 
but he would not, for one, agree to any other 
changes. Muchas he desired to gratify the South, 
he was not disposed to goany further. He should, 
therefore, vote against the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Car- 
HOUN.) 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that the remarks of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania were of a character 
that he could not permit then to pass in silence. 
He understood the Senator to say that he (Mr. Br- 
CHANAN) has been actuated solely by the desire to 
sooth and tranquillize the feelings of the South, or, 
in other words, in pity of her weakness and fears. 
[Mr.-B. shook his head.] Mr. C. said he would 
be glad to understand what the Senator did mean. 

Was he, then, said Mr. C. to understand the 
Senator that all he said about soothing and tran- 
quillizing the feelings of the South, originated ina 
belief that these resolutions were intended for that 
purpose by the mover? If so, he would tell him 
that he was grossly mistaken. She needed not 
this, nor any other measure, to tranquillize her. 
She was calm and collected, and instead of being 
agitated, was too indifferent. She had no fears for 
herself. > She was full of resources, and would, he 
trusted, be prepared to meet the crisis, whenever 
forced on her by the injustice, or insults, of the 
other portion of the Union. No: these resolutions 
originated in far different motives—from_a sin- 
cere desire to prevent, if possible, the shock to 
which the present current of events was rapidly 


He was anxious, before it was too late, to pre- 
sent some common constitutional ground on which 
the reflecting and patriotic, of every quarter. of the 
Union, might rally, to arrest the approaching ca- 
: tastrophe, and avert what the North was at least 
- as much interested to do as the South. A platform 


He would now consent to take the last edi-- 


leading, and which, if not prevented, would bring | 
to the ground the institutions ef the country, ` 
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| Senator had fallen. into the same mistake. 


Senate. 


for that purpose (if the Senator. preferred the word) 
was indispensable, if it be thought worth | while ‘to 
Oppose the coming disasters: It was these higher 
considerations, which embraced: the peage; quiet, 
and the safety of the whole country, and not:the 
object that the Senator seemed to- suppose; -that 
duced him to introduce these resolutions. he 
common interests of all be thought not. to be involyed 
in the question, tell us so, and we will take care of 
ourselves.’ We ask neither pity nor protection. .~ 

But the Senator exclaimed, speaking in. relation 
to the two sections-of the country, hands off! 
The ‘North says, hands off, to the South! 
The Senator, in the name of his ‘constituents, 
says, hands off io. me, in the name of . mine, 
when he knows that a large portion of them 
are daily and hourly, in violation of the Con- 
stitution, and the most solemnly plighted faith, 
aiming a most deadly blow, not simply at our 
peace and prosperity, but at our very existence as 
a people! When did the South ever place her hand 
on the North? When did she ever interfere with 
her peculiar institutions?’ When did she ever aim 
a blow at her peace and security? When did. she 
ever demand more than naked, sheer justice of the 
Union? Never! never! ` And can we reverse these 
questions, and have the same response from the 
North? > With what propriety or justice, then, can 
the Senator proclaim, hands off to us——the aggres~ 
sor to the aggressed?. Í 

He must express his regret, that the Senator 
should be surprised into so hasty. a. course of re- 
marks. He had habitually indicated, on this dan- . 
gerous question, correct feelings, and was one of 
the last from whom he would have anticipated such - 
remarks as fell from him; and he felt assured that, 
in making them, he had not done justice to his 
liberal feelings on the subject, : oS Se 

Mr. BUCHANAN was very sorry. that the 
Senator from South Carolina had misunderstood 
his remarks. He trusted and believed that his 
course upon this subject, from the first day he had 
taken his seat in the Senate until the present mo- 
ment, had been such as to place him above all 
suspicion. He could. not believe that any other 
The 
upon this subject 


ardor of the gentleman’s feelings 
must have blinded his judgment. : 
_ What he (Mr. B.) had said, and what he méantto 
say, was, that it had been repeatedly asserted: by the 
gentleman himself, and. by others, in the cõurse:of 
this debate, that these resolutions were, intended as 
a platform for the friendsof the South in the North- 


- ern States, on which they might stand and defend 


themselves against the assaults of the A bolitionists; 
and that we of the North would have gone further 
than we had done, to protect the rights of the Sonth, 
had it not been from a dread of public opinion at 
home. He had also stated that some commisera- 
tion, on this account, had been expressed for our 
situation. New, the Senator had entirely misap- 
prehended the nature of this remark. ‘The commi- 
seration which I said had been expressed by him- 
self and others for our condition in the North, he 
understood directly the reverse of what my words 
imported, and had construed them into an expres- 
sion of pity and. commiseration, on my part, for 
the condition of the people of the South. Such. an 
idea as that of applying the term pity to that gallant 
people, had never entered my mind. They are far 
above it. I know them too well, and respect them 
too highly, to have ever thought of applying to 
them any such term. Iam fully sensible that they 
are able and willing to defend their own rights, 
without assistance from any other quarter. Pity 
for the South! [utterly disclaim having uttered 
any such sentiment. 

He, Mr. B. did not blame the Senator from 
South Carolina for having introduced those resolu- 
tions. Certainly not. Had he not voted for them, 
one and all, except that which related to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and instead of that one, he had 
voted for another on the same subject, which he 
solemnly believed would be productive of greater 
good? Now. what he had disclaimed, and what he 


| meant to disclaim, was that these resolutions were 


intended for the benefit of tha friends of the Union 
in the North. They had not been brought forward 
by the North, but by the South: and hence it wag 
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fair to infer that their purpose was to satisfy. and 
trariquiliize public opinion in that portion of the 
Union. He had voted for them, with pleasure, 
under this belief; and he trusted that our friends 
in the South would now be convinced. that we were 
ready to stand by them in the assertion aiid main- 
tenance of all their constitutional rights over their 
slaves. 

Mr. B. said that these resolutions could not aid 
him athome. There the battle had been already 
fought, and what part he had taken in it two years 
ago, was well known to every man in the coun- 
try who had thought his humble. career worthy of 
any observation. He was fully convinced that 
the protracted discussion of the abolition question 
here at this time could do the friends of the Union 
in the North little, if any good; he wished he were 

convinced that it would do them no harm. This 
was the great centre of agitation. When it was 
commenced ‘here, its baneful influence must spread 
overthe whole Union. Deeply impressed with the 
belief, hë had for two years, when abolition memo- 
rials were presented; uniformly voted in favor of 
such a disposition of them as would prevent use- 
less and dangerous discussion upon this theatre. 
Fle hoped he could not now be misunderstood by 
the Senator from South Carolina. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HUBBARD 
and WALKER, 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that in compliance with 
the urgent wishes of his friends, rather than with 
his own judgment, he would consent to vote for the 
resolution as amended. Jt had undergone impor- 
tant modifications, making it out stronger than at 
first, but yet it was still very feeble, and not atall 
suited to the occasion. 

- On taking the question to agree to the resolution 
as modified in the following form: 

Resolved, That any attempt of Congress to 
abolish slavery in any Territory of the United 
States, in which it exists, would create serious 
alarm and: just apprehension in the States sustain- 
ing.that domestic institution; would be a violation 
of good faith towards the inhabitants of any such 

Territory who have becn permitted to settle with, 
and hold slaves therein; because the people of any 
such Territory have not asked for the abolition of 
slavery therein; and because, when any such 'Ter- 
ritory shall be admitted into the Union as a State, 


the people thereof will be entitled to decide that | 


question exclusively for themselves. 

It was determined in the aflirmative—yeas 35, 
nays 9, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Tumpkin, Lyon, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roan, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—-35. i 
<- NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Knight, Me- 
Kean, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Swift, 
and Webster—9. ` 

So the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. BYNUM, 
. Or Norrn CARLINA, 

Inthe House of Representatives, January 24, 1838— 
On the bill making a partial appropriation ter 
the suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 
1838. 

Mr. BYNUM rose and said he felt it a duty 
which he owed to the House, the country, and par- 


ticularly to that party to which he had the honor to | 


belong, to offer some response to the remarks of the 
honorable gentlemen who bad addressed the House 
in opposition to the bill which was then submitted 
for the consideration of the committee. He- had 
heretofore been perfectly silent on every subject 
that had any relation to the prosecution of the dif- 
ferent campaigns in Florida, by this and the former 


| from responsibility, to suffer Jonger such rematis 
to pass unnoticed. ; : ’ ; 

‘That honorable member, in opposing this bill, as 
he understood him, in an air-of uiamph asked the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Camprenena) if 
he was not ashamed to .be under the “necessity of 
getting men belonging to an opposite party (allud- 
ing to Gen. Trompson and Mr. Downina) to de- 
fend the measures of the Administration? ~~ 

This way, said Mr. B. that gentlemen had of 
putting such questions, could be retorted in a most 
caustic and cutting manner to that gentleman, if 
gentlemen should feel disposed to apply it on that 
occasion, as the shame might be found to exist in 
another quarter; but he would disdain to bandy epi- 
thets there or elsewhere with that gentleman, as 
being unparliamentary, unargumentative, and im- 
plying nothing. He would, however, as far as 
his feeble abilities permitted, proceed to notice the 
character of the opposition to the present bill. 

Had he not, said Mr. B. in the course of his life, 
had an opportunity to tum occasionally over the 
mouldering pages ofhistory, and listened to the sto- 
ries of tradition, he would have been surprised, 
astonished, if not astounded, at the extraordinary 
opposition to the present bill before the committee, 
and should have read and have listened to those sto- 
ries to but litle profit, had not those lessons taught 
him to know something of the rancor and disas- 
trous effects of a factious party spivil, that could see 
nothing good but what emanated from its own par- 
ty’s pollutions. He felt humiliated, too, at the re- 
flection, as it went far, very far, to realize the 
anticipations, and verify the predictions, of the ene= 
mies of all free Democratic Republican Govern- 
ments that ever existed, and as it would be hailed 
as a signal triumph by the friends of monarchical, 
arbitrary, and despotic Governments throughout the 
world, who had either written or spoken on the 
subject. i 

Sir, (said Mr. B.) we are only about to travel 
the road, chalked out by the history of former Re- 
publies, setting at defiance alike the lessons of 
experience nnd the plainest dictates of common 
sense. In cherishing this foolish rancor of party spirit, 
we are too apt te lose sight of that paramount 
interest, the public good. Such had been the fatal 
ee rock upon which he believed every former 
Republic had been wrecked. It was by steering 
clear of those, that we could with any degree of 
certainty calculate upon the perpetuation and pre- 
servation of our own free institnuons. There 


were few men in or ont of that House, more des 
voted to party than he was; but as much as he 
professed to Jove his party, he could not fora mo- 
ment cease to love his country better, nor could he 
for a moment support any party that permitted 
itself directly or jndirectly to be thrown into con- 
flict with the best interests of the country. 

Sir, what were tbe objections to free Democratic 
Republics, urged with so much forée and plansibili- 
ty by the advocates of despotisms and monarchies 
throughout the old world? Pad they not ever been 
levelled agame=t the inefficiency of their EXccative 
department, particularly and eminently so in times 
of war? fave they not proven this defect in all 


popular Gover. ments, whether ancient or modern, 
by a multitude of examples quoted from both eras; 
and what wasthe attempt then made by the honor- 
able gentlemen, who had opposed the passage of 
the bill with so much vehemence, but to realize by 
a most powerml demonstration the prognostications 
of the enemies of all free Democratic Governments, 
by crippling the arm of the Executive department 


in withholding the supplies necessary lo the sub- 
sistence of our valiant lille armies, now fighting 
the batlies of their country, amidst every depriva- 
tion and want incident to savage warfare, amidst 
forests and descris hitherto unknown to civilized 
man. It was to re-enact the very scene that had 
been the corse of the subversion of all ancient re- 
pobles, awt brought popular Governments into 
disrepute, to carry out the principle that the Oppo- 
siiion now propose to effect by the rejection of the 


t 
L 


Administration; but since the remarks of an hono- | 


rable gentleman who sat on his left (Mr. Berr, of 
Tennessee): he. felt as though he might be jastly 
eonsidered:derelict in his dutyhere, and shrinking 


bill on your table. We had boasted much’ of our 
experience of the causes of the failures of ancient 
democracies, and of the intelligence of the: age, to 
justify us in the belief’ that we eould ‘continue to 


Were we not ‘aboutto follow the very éxamp 
had proven so fatal -fo all -simile O) 


efficiency. °°: ee : = 

The, honorable’ géntleman: from’ Pehnsylvania 
(Mr. Brppie) had protested that: he would not vote 
a dollar for the prosecution ‘of the War in Florida, 
until sufficient evidence was produced ‘to him that 
it was necessary; and another gentlernan had spoken 
of the recall of our troops, dr a'part.of them.” Sir, 
is this not tampering too much with the Executive 
branch of this Government? Is it ‘not an attempt 
to usurp the power that‘belongs exclusively to that 


‘department, given it by the ‘Constitution? ` He 


warned gentlemen, in their blind party zeal, not 
to forget--what appropriately belonged to the de- 
partment to which. they themselves were attached. 
It was a flagrant violation of the Constitution and 
a usurpation of the fights’ of the Executive, as 
well as of the people, to be continually interfering 


with the rights and duties of that department. 


Perhaps there was no: maxim of a free constitu- 
tional Government established with a greater una- 
nimity of sentiment by the lovers of constitutional 
freedom throughout the world, than that the Execu- 
tive, Judicial, and Legislative Departments of Go- 
vernment should be kept perfectly separate and dis- 
tinct, equally free and independent of each other, 
while all should bear their equal proportion of -re- 
sponsibility to the great body. of the people; and for 
the Legislative to take one” atom of -responsibility 
trom the Exeoutive, would destroy that beauty and 
symmetry, upon which the safety of the whole 
fabric of our Government was ‘so’ pre-eminently 
dependent; and-he would asstire ‘gentlemen, “that 
whenever they did succeed in -battering “down 
that department, would fall with it the liberties of this 
nation, great as it was, and greater, as it might be. 
If any there had taken such a stand, he would ask 
him to re-examine his position and hasten to retrace 
his steps, , 

‘Mr. B. said that the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr. Pinptr) has -distinguished -himself most 
signally by his attacks at. this and the preceding 
sessions on the Executive, and had been most reck- 
less, he thought, in his. unmeasured denunciations. 
He had. dragged into that, discussion; ‘with’ what 
propriety he (Mr. B.) was nat ‘then able to see; the 
illustrions name of Genéral Jackson; our’ veriera- 
ble ex-President, and had assailed in most violent 
ierms the conduct of that veteran statesman and 
soldier. He would have thought the peculiar situ- 
ation in which that gentleman stood towards Gen. 
Jackson, asa matter of delicacy, should have’ re- 
strained him particularly from an attack on his 
reputation; but it did not. Nothing, it seemed, 
could stay the uplifted arm of that gentleman 
against the reputation of the mighty conqueror of 
our savage foe and illustrious Hero òf Orleans. 
Sir, (said he) let me tell that honorable gentleman, 
with all possible deference, that kis attack :upon 
the reputation of Gen. Jackson is like darting 
broom straws against a wall of adamant. The 
fame of Gen. Jackson will be the-theme of history: 
inevery country where civilized man is known, and 


„will be cherished with the liveliest emotions by 


every friend of freedom throughout the world 
when that genlleman’s and mine shall have been 
eternally forgotten, and sunk into the shades of ob- 
livion. ae 
Sir, he would say to that gentleman,” far better 
for him to cease such attacks, for in making them 
he would always be found “biting a file>” The 
fame of one so illustrious could not be affected by the 
traduction of any one here: it was in the safe’ keep- 
ing of the Democracy of his éountry, and enshrined 
in ihe hearts of freemen: Ee ; 
The genUcman had seen fit t6 Jug in, too, in con- 
nection with Gen. Jackson, the names of Generals 
Scott and J esup, and had attempted a comparison 
of their merits; and had at once arraisned tried 
and convicted Genera! Jesup, with what propriet 
he had not yet been able to see. He had said N if 
B. no personal acquaintance with either Scot 
Jesup, and to them was perfectly: indifferent Por 
the conduct of General Jesup, upon which thehoho- 


preserve our present form of Government, But || rable gentleman had-dwelt with such emphasis he 
: í ‘ i EDSA 
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had no apologies to make. He thought when 
the letter was written, as he did now, that it came 
in a questionable shape. He had seen a letter, 
however, from General Jesup, in which he thought 
he had acted with some magnanimity, and had 
made an atonement for much of the offensiveness of 
that letter. 

But so far as Gen. Jackson’s. conduct was con- 
cerned in relation to that matter, however, he 
stood there ready to defend every particle of it. 
Never had he in any part of his life, in his Mr. 
B’s opinion, acted with more propriety than on 
that occasion. It was well known there and else- 
where, that the most unfounded rumors had reach- 
ed here, and responded to, and circulated with eager- 
ness, by this very Opposition, prejudicial and con- 
demnatory of the course that General Scott had pur- 
sued in Florida; in fact, it had been carried so high 
in the South, that he had understood in some part of 
Florida General Scott had actually been burnt in ef- 
figy, or offered some other indignity, perhaps 
at or near Tallahassee; and he believed that 
presses of the Opposition and the Whig party 
had already began to denounce his campaign 
on that floor, about which the memorable letter 
had been written by General Jesup to Mr. Blair, 
with a request that it be shown to the President, 
which at once gave to the charge a responsible 
name, with time, place, and date. . He would not 
again speak of the propriety of that letter; but the 
President had deemed ithis duty to act then on the 
subject, and to place in command another, until an 
investigationhad taken place. In doing that, he 
said, Gen, Jackson had sustained his high charac- 
ter for promptitude and efficiency, and it would 
have been unworthy of the high character he bore, 
both as a statesman and soldier, to have done other- 
wise, and if there was blame to be attached any 
where, it was partly to this Elouse, to the public, 
and to general Jesup, and not a particle to Gene- 
ral Jackson. 

Mr. B. said he himself had no faith in those 
lea-party Generals, that lounged and hung. about 
the courts of Washington.. - He thought they had 
become (if he could be allowed the expression) 
effeminated and enervated by dancing attendance at 
the Washington coteries, with sword and epaulette. 
He believed it an imposition upon the Government 
to keep them here, and would go as far as any man 
in correcting this evil. Such men were not fit for 
service; but upon that subject he hoped to say more 
at another time. 

I will go as far-as any man in erasing from the 
rolls of your army the names of your coterie and 
ball-reom chieftains. 

Something had been said about raising a com- 
ittee to investigate the abuses of the Florida cam- 
jaigns; and he once had entertained some idea of 
yoting for such a proposition; but, upon mature re- 
flection, he had become perfectly satisfied that the 
n hole scheme, for the present at least, was suicidal; 
would be pregnant with the most disastrous conse- 
quences, both to the army and the public interests. 
What, (said he,) upon the field of battle, amidst the 
1 eking of blood and stamp of the war horse, to stop 
to inquire after abuse and failures. No, sir, no, sir: 
it will breed distrust in your camp, unnerve the arm 
cf your stoutest soldier, and paralyze every effort of 
your generals; lead to doubt and defeat, and final- 
ly to that very disgrace that gentlemen had dis- 
cuursed of so learnedly and volubly. Let the war be 
ended, cenquer your enemy, and he would then 
aud there, in his place, pledge himself to go with 
any man, or with any parly, in ferreting out 
abuses—as far as he who would dare go farthest ; 
but until then, he should view any attempt of the 
kind anwise, impolitic, and fraught with the most 
disastrous consequences. The wisest of men had 
said—it was written in holy writ, he telieved—that 
“here was a time for all things;” and never did a 
pieverb more strictly apply to any occasion than 
that did to the present. It was that kind of suici- 
dal policy that had overthrown great Carthage, 
Atios imperial city, when basking in the sun- 


shine of her high prosperity, and competing for ` 


empire with her great rival. It was that kind of 
policy that had humbied Carthage, and prostrated 
her at the feet of her imperial mistress, the Repub- 
lic of Rome. Who does not recollect, that when 


her conquering general was marching on, and in 
the very act of laying hands on the gates of Rome, 
he was arrested by the fell demon of party spirit, 
ant recalled to Africa by the schisms of party, and 
the influence of faction, for which misdeed Car- 
thage had been long buried beneath the ruins in- 


flicted by her conqueror’s arms, and thé name of — 


Carthaginian liberty had long since been erased 
froin the history of the world. 

Yes, sir, the great Hannibal and his army, he 
feared, had been recalled from “Rome, when, in 
the act of humbling that haughty Republic, by the 


_ same spirit which had prompted the attenipt to recall 


our armies from Florida. How near the ultimate 
consequences might prove the same, history and 
time alone would declare. The policy, in his judg- 
ment, was damning—the idea preposterous. The 
Seniinole Indians must be humbled, conquered, 
brought in subjection, or we invite a fruitful har- 
vest of Indian wars. Let no man think for a mo- 
ment otherwise; and when our victories are pro- 
claimed, and not until then, let us think of investi- 
gatiuns. Then let us cashier and impeach the 
timid and imbecile, but reward with laurels the 


` brow of the gallant and the brave. 


He had been utterly astonished and confounded 
at the sentiments of honorable gentlemen expressed 
on that occasion, that we should now make peace 
with the Indians, and pay them a boon, a tribute, 
to move away, to cease to harass and murder -the 
people of Florida and our frontiers. Such senti- 
ments were too revolting. When would ever 
such a craven policy be adopted by the brave and 
free men of this nation? Never. Never, in God’s 
name, let it be said that this proud and mighty 
nation should be so humbled, and by a handfull of 
savages,.as to buy their peace. The mighty genius 
of liberty shrunk at the idea, and our patriotism 
stood rebuked by the spirit of our fathers and the 
god of our freedom. Sir, had that Roman exam- 
ple been lost sight of in the scramble and heat of 
party spirit? Had we already forgot that when, 
Brennus of old, with his Goths, were at the gates of 
Rome, demanding tribute, and the cowardly pol- 
troons of the city were in the very act of weighing 
out to them their gold, and when that gold was 
even exhausted, and the cry rung through’ the 


crowd, what shall we do for more to throw: in, the” 


scale to make the weight; when the ery reached 
the ears of old Camillus, he, with godlike mien, 
hobbled forth, with his sword in one hand, and his 
crutch in the other, and when arriving at the place, 
threw into the lighter, empty scale, the sword of his 
youth, and swore that, in the hands of the valiant, 
it was of more weight than all the gold of Europe. 
A spectacle so sublime penetrated each Roman 
bosom; flushed with such patriotic devotion, every 
citizen and soldier flew to their sabres, and with 
the fury of desperation fell on their Gothic be- 
siegers with vengeance and death, and ceased not 
their havoc until every barbarian had been driven 
from the remotest confines of their territory. 
Honorable gentlemen had dwelt with peculiar 


D - 
delight upon individual cases of defaications and 


failures. The illiberality and injustice of attaching- 


them to the Administration, had been most trium- 
phantly responded to by the honorable delegate 
from Florida, (Mr. Downina.) It was as unjust 
as it was impracticable, to attempt to hold the. Ad- 
ministration responsible for every individual failure 
or defalcation. The Government, from the very 
nature of things, was compelled to trust to its offi- 
cers; and whether they proved delinquent or cow- 
ardly, the fault could not properly attach to the Go- 
vernmert. ; 

But it had been tauntingly asked, and he 
thought, too, with rather an air of triumph, by 
both the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. BıppLe,) and the honorable gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. EvererT,) why should this. war be 
carried on? Mr. B. would answer, for every reason 
of sacred honor, necessity, and self-protection above 
all. Sir, said he, with what grace, with what policy, 
could we now withdraw our army from Florida? 
What are our obligations to protect the exposed in- 
habitants of that Territory? Surety all that is sa- 
ered, and is calculated to influence the action of 
men or nations, should prompt us to a speedy and 
determined resolution not only to defend, but res- 
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8 
Hoof Reps: 
cue that Territory at every. hazard, an al any. 
price, from the blood-stained hands. of. these -unre- 
tenung sacages. Gentlemen surely could not be in 
earnest to talk of peace, until these „bloody, perfis 
dious, treacherous devil’ were whipped into n 
sures - Do they not know that a failure i 
ing and humbling these, Seminoles, however 
they may. be, or at whatever price, whether of bl 
or treasure, would multiply, te an onfortanate num- 
ber, the Indian wars on our south and southwestern 
frontiers? we AY; k e nA Ae ae 
_ Sir, it would be only holding out to-them an addi- 
tional price to engage in them. Can any gentle- 
man who thus. contends, not : foresee. that such a, 
course would be pregnant with the most disastrous 
events that have ever befallen this nation? . Would 
not every tribe, however diminutive and contemp- 
tible we might heretofore have viewed. them, 
be induced to follow the example of the Semi- 
noles, and wage war immediately on our defence- 
less frontiers ior tribute. ae 
Let gentlemen pause and reflect well. before 
they give utterance to such an idea. Let them 
hasten to review the false position that they-are 
about to occupy. Let them for amomentcease their 
party strife, and devote but a single glance on. the 
interest >of their mother country, on which they 
were about to inflict this parricidal wound.. Sir, 
the blindness of party prejudice is no apology. 
for the sacrifice of the public good... .Wounds.in- 
flicted by party rancor on a suflering country, 
can never be sanctioned by the voice of a:disinte- 
rested patriotism. The best interests of our.coun- 
try, by the adoption of such a course, would not 
only be sacrificed, but the most indelible’ stain in-- 
flicted on our national honor. ‘The very proposi» 
tion, to him, was humiliating indeed, and well cal- 
culated to wound the feelings of every high-minded 
American. It was a proposition to desert our own 
soil, andsurrender it up to the Seminoles—a pitiful, 
contemptible band of savages; leaving the whole 
settlement of Florida exposed to the mercy of the 
savages; and when had they shown mercy to a 
white man? The whole scheme of the opposition 
to the appropriation for the prosecution of that war, 
was fraught with the most serious and alarming 
mischiefs, in whatever light we might be disposed 
to view ite -~ pine 3 See Ek, 
Sir, one gentleman had gone so far as to recom- 
mend: an-appropriation of. some three or four.mil- 
lions of dollars to. give them.to leave . off fighting, 
and to move away, thus paying thema tribute 
by a.most disgrageful purchase of a peace; a pro- 
position so monstrous, that every true American 
should revolt at it, as a foul stigma thrown at his 
country’s honor. From what party, he would ask, 
had such sentiments been avowed there? Thanks to 
his God, it had come not from any member of the 
Democratic party, with whom he acted on that floor; 
and he should feel- humbled, if not degraded and 
disgraced—yes, “disgraced,” (something to which, 
presently, he would reply,) had any member of a 
party to which he belonged held forth such lan- 
guage in the ‘councils. of the nation? What, sir, 


“pay tribute for peace? When was such a sentiment 


avowed here; and from whence had itcome? Had 
gentlemen forgotten the language. that had been 
held and consecrated by the gallant, the wise, 
and the brave, almost of every nation that could 
boast of its independence? Had they forgotten the 
moral.of the single expression, “ Millions for de- 
Fence, but not one. cent for tribute?” He would re- 
commend, with profound deference, its moral to 
the consideration and solution of certain honorable 
gentlemen of that House. Such an adage could 
never lose its weight with an astute, brave peo- 
ple, until their entire sense of self-respect anc sa- 
gacity were obliterated by the blindness of party 
rancor. Such sentiments, recommendatory of the 
payment of tribute, or of the purchase of peace, 
could not but be branded with reprobation by the 
brave, patriotic people of all America. He be- 
lieved that they would put their mark on them at 
once, when and wherever they were expressed, un- 
less by bribery. and corruption they were willing to 
seli their patrio.ism to 2 moneyed monster, that was 
alike indifferent to honor, patriotism,: and- to 
liberty. pe Toes 
Much had been said about the disgrace ‘of the 
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country, in relation to the conduct of the Govern- 
ment towards the Indians, and other foreign na- 
tions. Upon that sabject, there was’ a-wide differ- 
erice of opinion between himself and the honora- 
ble members who had preceded him on that occa- 
sion. He hoped never to live to witness the dis- 
grace of his country, and should always be found 
contributing his humble mite to rescue it from so 
foul a calamity; and if perchance such a thing 
should ever happen; hè should be exceedingly re- 
luctant to publish it, and hold it up in all its in- 
famy to the gaze and sneers of the world. Much 
more reluctant would he ever be to pronounce that 
disgrace, until it had been most clearly and indubi- 
tably established upon his country; and to be con- 
stantly doing so on this floor, on every occasion, 
he feared might subject him, but too justly, to the 
suspicion of sensible men, that he desired to effect 
the very object, if not bent upon it, that he profes- 
sed to proclaim to the world with reprobation. “A 
thing which he hoped no man on that floor 
or off of it, was so debased and degraded as: to 
do, that had one drop of. American blood 
in his veins. Nor would he ever by- party 
spirit, or vindictive recklessness, suffer a 
suspicion so foul to rest upon his conduct and 
motives there. No, sir, (said Mr. B.) no party 
malice, nor disappointment of political promotion, 
shall ever make me so far forget what is due to my 
country as an American and a citizen, over whom 
she has extended her broad banner of protection. 
He had said that he differed widely in relation to 
the disgrace of the country. It had long been his 
settled and deliberate opinion, that if the country 
had been at all disgraced, it had been done there, 
and by gentlemen who held seats on that ficor. 
Did not the very course that had been pùr- 
sued by honorable gentlemen on that floor, lead 
to the accomplishment of the very thing they 
professed to deprecate? Were not the tirades 
and bitter denunciations of the Government in 
the most indecent and ruthless style, which were 
daily witnessed there, calculated to bring about the 
very disgrace which gentlemen seemed so much tu 
dread? To him nothing appeared more apparent. 
But again, as to its effects. Could a more suicidal 
course be pursued, or one more destructive to the 
best interests of the country? Was no such indis- 
criminate and unqualified censure as was wit- 
nessed upon almost every subject here, particularly 
calculated to affect our favorable negotiations with 
foreign puwers, when they heard and saw that 
every step that the Government was about to take, 
and demand that it made, was denounced by a 
large party in its own country?. What had: the 
administration of the Government done in the last 
six or eight years that had not been denounced by 
that party in advance? Is sucha contse here not 
well calculated to increase the demands of other 
nations on our own, and make them more reluctant 
to yield to those that our people may have against 
them? The aflirmation of these interrogatories 
were too palpable to require demonstration, and 
none would deny them, whose cyes were not 
seared by the vindictiveness of party influence. 
We were now engaged in a bloody war with a 
tribe of savages. Was not the course pursued here 
in relation to that war well calculated to protract it? 
Were not the euvlogies pronounced on their war- 
riors here, and sympathies expressed, well caleu- 
lated to exalt them in their own estimation, and 
make them more repugnant to peace, while they 
were winning such “golden opinions” even from 
an enemy? Are they not daily justified here for 
murdering our people, pillaging our towns, and 
laying waste the finest portions of the frontiers of 
Florida? Sir, when quelled and subdued, can. any 
thing be better calculated to instigate them toa re- 
commencement and renewal of these bloody scenes, 
or more eminently calculated to render them dis- 
contented? He would entreat gentlemen to. pause 
and reflect a little more upon: the consequences 
of their mad, indiscreet, and destructive course 
here. He hoped there were none so base as to be 
willing to inflict so deadly a wound on therr country, 
to. affect a. party that differed with them often 
merely-in'opinion. It was such a course, in his 


humble judgment, that was well éalculated to bring ` 


down 


disgrace on: the country which gentlemen 


seemed so solicitous in promulgating to the world, ` 


had already been effected. | 

Much had been ‘said about the failure of the 
Florida ‘campaigns, which no doubt had been 
owing to a combination of causes, which had. been 
triumphantly replied to by the honorable delegate 
from Florida in a most eloquent manner. ` He had 
shown’ the few short months which it was ne- 
cessary for our. armies. to operate in, and 
that > we, in that short time, had not only to 
whip the Indians, but that we had to run them 
down, and hunt them up, amid the most impene- 
trable forests, everglades, morasses, and savan: 
nas; through which it was almost impossible for 
any living animal to pass. It was entirely unlike 
meeting an enemy in an open field, and deciding 
the contest by a single battle; and that such an 
enemy could be overcome only by our perseverance 
and enduring much. At the commencement of 
that war, there was not a general or soldier that 
knew any thing of the true geography of that coun- 
try, which had no doubt greatly retarded its pro- 
gress, and presented one of the greatest impediments 
to our army; and amid all these embarrassing cir- 
cumstances, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
could see no excuse for the protraction of this war, 
nor would he vote a dollar to carry it on, until he 
could see the evidence of its necessity. That ho- 
norable gentleman’s seeing, had pat him “in mind 
of the old adage of the horse’s drinking: “A boy 
might lead a horse to water, hut it would take a 
hundred men to make him drink.” 

Now, both the Secretary of, War and the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, had 
presented the evidence to the honorable gentleman, 
of the necessity of that appropriation, but he (Mr. 
B.) poubted exceedingly, whether the two hundred 
and forty-two members of that House could make 
him see it. Sir, he said, there is another adage 
equally applicable to the honorable gentleman’s case, 
and which he knew the honorable gentleman anti- 
cipated. ‘None was so blind, as he that would not 
see.” Here he would leave the gentleman to stand 
alone, in the glory of his own vote, against the 
appropriation to defend his country from the bar- 
barity of a most fierce and savage foe. 

An allusion had been made to the manner in 
which this country had treated the Indians as a 
conquered race. The policy of this Administra- 
tion had been identically that which had been pur- 
sued by former Administrations, and which had 
been with the approbation of an overwhelming ma- 
jority ofthe American people. He denied the 
charge of this Government ever having acted with 
cruelty or injustice towards the Indians as a con- 
quered people. The earliest histories of the world 
furnish abundant instances of one nation conquer- 
ing another. It was the triumph of civilization over 
savage barbarism, and he would there challenge gen- 
tlemen, yes even the honorable gentleman from 
Vermont (Mr. Evererr,) with all his characteristic 
sympathies for the tawny race, to point to a sin- 
gle instance where a conquered nation had been 
treated with more justice and humanity, than „the 
Indians in North America had been, and particular- 
ly by this Government. 

He stood there ever ready to defend with his fee- 
ble abilities, not only his country and its democratic 
institutions; but particularly the humane and 
politic course which ithad pursued throughout with 
the different Indian tribes of this country. 


The patience and lenity with which they had ever. 


been treated by this Government, stood without a 
parallel in the history of the conquest of nations; and 
it was with sore regret that he witnessed there, so 
often, his country and his Government arraigned 
for its cruelty, injustice, and perfidy; towards not 
only the savages, but in relation to its conduct with 
almost every other nation with whieh it had had 
any kind of transaction. 


Sir, said he, this presents to my mind an awful . 


and ominous foreboding ; one upon which the heart 
of the patriot sickened to reflect. He held in his 
hand a paper which he would exhibit for the infor- 
mation of that House and the country at large, and 
which contained in it a volume of comment. It 
went to show the proneness of a certain party who 
called themselves JWhigs—(true, there wére some 
honorable exceptions)—1o. be found always in op- 


f war and peril, 
aùd an instinctive. opposition, to every. Democratic 
popular administration of. this Gov f 

lst. He would begin’ with the 


position to their country in times 


` either so ignorant or corrupt. 


2d.. When, but a few years since, our foreign 
relations were interrupted with France, and a war 
was threatened us with that powerful nation, where 
did you, sir, find the energies of that same party, 
who had just assumed the namé of. Whig, directed? 
Who that were here then, that are‘here now, have 
forgotten the bitter denunciations thundered ‘forth 
in this hall against our then President and his De~ 
mocratic Administration, which.they placed in the 
wrong in every particular? Sit, thése bitter sounds 
of condemnation have scarcély yet ceased to re-echo 
in the erevices of your Capitol; and, sir, from what 
party came they? ` Not. from that old Democratic 
Republican party, that-has stood by and. sustained 
this country in: every emergency... At. that very 
time, when an honorable Senator of that party. was 
on his feet, pouring his vials of wrath on the head 
of General Jackson for his weak and insulting con- 
duct to Louis Philippe, and laboring to. place every 
act of that illastrious man in the wrong, a messen- 
ger arrived in the Senate chamber to announce the 
news that Louis Philippe’ was satisfied with the 
conduct of the American President, and that the 
claims of our people on that Government would be 
promptly met and paid. moe 
3d. The next war which threatened this nation, 
has been with Mexico, Where, again, have you 
found the energies of that party directed? In favor 
of their country? No, sir: no. Already has our 
Government been denounced in advance, both on 
this hoor and in another part of this capitol, for its 
conduct towards Mexico, -and'in the presence of 
their Ministers and people here. And from what 
party does, this denunciation come? Not, thank 
God, from the Democratie party; but itis, levelled 
against them by the same party that has ever. op- 
posed and taken sides with every. country to abuse 
them, and to depreciate our free, popular institu- 
tions in the eyes of the world. : 
Ath. Our wars with the Indians. What. party 
(from what motive he would not say) had espoused 
the cause of the savage against civilized: man? 
Who had ever heard more. bitter denunciations, 
and unmeasured censure, let loose upon any party, 
orany Administration, than had. been. for nearly 
two entire days reverberating in: that hall against 
the Democratic party and its Republican’ Adminis- 
tration? Who had ever witnessed greater efforts 
there to degrade, by comparison, the prowess of 
our own arms with that of -a base, perfidious, sa» 
vage foe? Yes, sir; and in the presence of. the 
chiefs of their-kindred tribes, pæans of applause 
had been sung to the valiant Seminoles, while the 
deeds of our brave soldiers had been passed un- 
heeded and forgotten. ae . 
5th. But a few days since, we received the 
most -unweleome news from. our northwestern 
frontiers; and a prospect of war had there‘been én- 
kindled with our old veteran and renownéd -eriemy 
Great Britain; and how had: that. news been re 
ceived in that House? Had any man: présent for- 
gotten? Was not our own Government immedi- 
ately denounced? Was not an attempt immediately 
made on that floor to place. her: in the: wrone? 
The sounds of the condemnation of this Govern. 


. ment had hardly ceased to thrill through his eats. 


The most powerful eloquence was exhibited on the 
occasion, to which he had listened with the liveliest 
interest; and he regretted,. painfully regretted; that 
it was not in defence of his Government, in which 
it was sometimes represented. as “endeavoring, 
through weakness and folly, to plunge this conntry. 
into an unnecessary war with Great-Britain; and 
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then as crouching and cowardly cringing before her 
power. f 

Sir, by what party, he would again ask, had 
such a course been pursued kere? ` Not by the De- 


mocratic party. They had been found where they- 


had ever been, standing by, battling for; and de- 
fending the conduct of their own nation and people, 
while their opponents here .were taking grouad 
against their own Government, and its conduct on 
every occasion. Was there nothing in all this more 
than mere accident? . Why should so. many acci- 
dents happen with such uniformity? Gentlemen 
should pause and reflect, and consult their patri- 
otism. “ As much as they love Cæsar, they should 
love Rome more.” 

6th. Again, this Government was but yesterday 
involved in a war, yes a war, fierce and unrel: 
ing, and decidedly one more dangerous to the 
liberties of the people of this country, than either 
that with the Indians, Great Britain, or Mexico, 
or all three combined. It was the more dangerous, 
because the attacks of the enemy were by stealth; it 
never showed itself in an open field of combat—it 
was wont fo lay its insiduous seiges in the dark, 
and expected like the anaconda or boa constrictor, 
by softly coiling itself around the whole body 
politic as its victim, infusing its influence in 
every community, by its corruption and bribery, 
aiming to embrace in its immense folds our 
whole Republican empire, and with its uni- 
versal gripe of death, paralyze the action of Go- 
vernment, and leave the last remnant of human li- 
berty lying strangled and prostrated for ever by 
its fatalembrace. Sir, he would say, it was a war 
in nò common-place word, with a more than mon- 
ster—the United States Bank. [Here the chairman 
(Mr. Connor) interrupted Mr. B. and said that 
the Bank of the United States was not the subject 
before the House for discussion. ] 

Mr. B. thanked the chairman of the committee 
for the intimation that he was getting out of order, 
which he had been induced to do in pursuit of his 
game, and following the example of the gentleman 
to whom he was then replying, and he had made 


the allusion to the bank, and its war upon thecoun-. 


try, merely as a particular example of the course 
that had been and was then pursued. by the oppo- 
site party, who had chosen to denominate them- 
selves Whigs, and to show most clearly their con- 
sistency in being always found on that side that 
had warred most valiantly against their own Go- 
vernment, and the dearest liberties and rights of a 
free people; but upon that subject, as he had been 
interrupted for the present, he would forbear 
further to speak. 

7th The Abolitionists were now making war 
upon the country, and by their unhallowed move- 
ments are threatening almost an immediate dissolu- 
tion of the Union, which might end perhaps in a 
most foul and bloody revolution. One gentleman 
had said that the Aboliticnisis were divided 
amongst. the Democrats and the Whig parties. 
This he denied, and had evidence to show. [Here 
the Chair again interrupted Mr. B. and said 
that he had stopped the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania from the discussion of abolition, and it was 
out of order to discuss it then.] 

Mr. B. said he would bow with great deference 
to the decision of the honorable Chairman, and 
begged pardon if- he had followed those who had 
preceded him in that debate until he had gotten 
out of order; but that it was impossible to reply to 
remarks made by honorable gentlemen out of 
order, without getting out of order himself. He 
hoped he was the last man in that Honse, or out 
of it, that would, knowingly, infract any rule of 
that House. He was only going on to show, and 
to prove, beyond the power of contradiction, that 
that gentleman and his party were identified with 
the Abolitionists, and that they were, wherever, 
they existed, making war against the Democracy, 
in conjunction with the Whig party, and that the 
triumph of the one was the triumph of the other; 
and this, he would show, was particularly and em- 
phatically the case to the North and to the West; 
but, as he had been ent off in his remarks upon 
that subject by the interference of the Chairman, he 
would let it pass for the present. 

Mr: B. said he hoped he had now shown succes- 
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sively that, in seven most prominent- instances, 
which would stand conspicuous in the future pages 
of the. history of our conntry, that party so 
violently opposed to the Democracy of the coun- 
try had been both consistent and. persevering’ in 


their opposition to their Government, whenever it’ 


was found that. peril and danger had threatened 
her, even amid the calamities of. war. He was not 
prepared to say that those who had, or. who did at 
this time, administer this Government, were the 
ablest that had ever graced their stations: by no 
means; but he would make bold to say, at least, of 
them, that the President, the Secretary of State, Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, of the Department of War, 
the Navy, and Postmaster General, and Attorney 
General, werealland each of them men of more than 
ordinary abilities, and of respectable talents, and 
who had often, while members of this and the op- 
posite body, proved equal, when thrown in contact, 
in every respect, to the leaders of the Opposition; 
nor had he as yet ever heard of a dishonest or dis- 
honorable act committed by a single member of the 
Cabinet. If, thea, such were the facts, which he 
presumed none there had the boldness to deny, 
could it be otherwise than most strange and incom- 


parably marvellous that these men, and every pre-- 


decessor of their party, should, in every instance, 
as above alluded to, be found in the wrong, and 
sacrificing their country’s best and dearest interests? 
Would it not be rational to suppose that, by 
accident merely, they might, in some one instance, 
on those important occasions, have been found in the 
right by the immaculate spirits of the Opposition ? 
—‘‘fora fool sometimes is right by accident, and the 
wicked man sometimes doeth a good deed.” What 
an unfortunate party! Whatan unfortunate Govern- 
ment is that which has never been in the right, even 
by accident, but ever cruel, ever unjustand wicked; 
always weak, in the wrong, and corrupt. So say 
the enemies of this Administration, and so speak 
the Whig party of their Government, whenever 
peril and danger stare her mostly in the face. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, in. all good conscience, do 
they not attempt to prove too much? I have 
shown that the fool is semetines right, if by acci- 
dent, and that-the wicked sometimes do a good act; 
but this Republican Administration, and the pre- 
ceding ones, under our Republican Democratic 
Presidents, selected for their wisdom and integrity 
by the people themselves, being more unfortunate 
than the history of the world or the wisdom of 
man can account for, have. scarcely in a single 
instance been found to commit a single good or 
wise act in the sight of their opponents. Sir, 
I say this proves too much, and shows the en- 
tire fallacy of the whole foundation of this stu- 
pendous superstructure of Whigish opposition. 
if the Republican Administrations have al- 
ways been in the wrong, ignorant and corrupt, 
why has this mighty nation continued so long to 
prosper and flourish, with strides more rapid and 
gigantic than has hitherto been known to the his- 
tory of man; under the especial auspices, too, of 
these weak, corrupt, degraded Democratic Re- 
publican Presidents and $ 
Sir, if the reverse of this be correct, and their 
course correct, then the Whigs and the Aristo- 
cracy are right; but the fact that this Go- 


vernment does continue yet to exist, free, untram- 


melled, and secure in its independence, re- 
alizing a prosperity hitherto unknown to the world, 
affords the most conclusive evidence of the falsifi- 
cation of our enemies, whether at home or abroad, 
and stamps the brand of faisehood upon the thou- 
sand charges against the competence and virtue of 
our Democratie Republican Administration and its 
officers, emanating so often from the foul and cor- 
rapting source of party malignancy and disappoint- 
ed ambition. Yes, sir, how could the Democratic 
Administrations have. thus existed so long, if one 
hundredth, one thousandth part of the charges of 
Federalism, Aristocracy, and Whigery, had been 
true. Thus he had shown that the Opposition had 
attempted to prove too much; as, if all they had at- 
tempted to prove was true, they had proved an im- 
possibility, and the utter impracticability of the ex- 
istence of this Government. 

He thought he had shown how wanton andun- 
authorized were many of the charges against this 


“to speak thus plainly, but that a crisis had artived, 


truth, in relation to the opposition that w: 


their administrations. : 


Administration and its preceding one, and h 
terly reckless had been the course of many of those 
opposed to it, not only in the present, bot in, div 
other instances. “Mr. B. said hehad not been forcéd 


whenevery man should speak ont, an 
of the country should hear the truth; and 


against themselves and theircountry...It was only ne- 
cessary for them to: know the factsand the real truth’ 
in relation to the administration of the -Govern-. 
ment, and each-party would: receive: their due ‘re- 
ward at their corrective hands: He had now cone- 
cluded the most that he had to say upon the-sub-. 
ject then before the committee. He then only. had: 
to entreat the very honorable gentlemeh who ‘had 
made such opposition: to the measure’ before ‘the. 
House and called upon the friends of the Admin-: 
istration to come up and defend its acts, to stand 
firm in their own opposition to those measures, _ 
and to show their opposition, and test their since- 
rity, by recording their names against the passage 
of the bill then the subject of discussion, and not to 
continue that lowest of practices which had been 
pursued so often there, of opposing for days, and 
weeks measures of the Admuninistration, and when 
the vote was about to be taken, to abandon their 
seats, or refuse to vote against measures that they’ 
had so long and bitterly denounced and contemned;,_ 
a practice that had gained ground by ifs.often repe= 
tition in that House for the last three or four years, : 
and one which could not be tolerated by either the 
reason or good sense of the intelligent people of this ` 
country: . [twas due to the parties which composed 
that House; it was due to the people and the nation at- 
large, that the yeas and nays should be taken onthat 
bill so soonas itgot into the House, that, the people- 
might see abroad who were willing to record their. 
names, and who they were that had opposed in this 
manner nearly every measure of the Government. 
Tle called upon the Democratic members of. the 
House, particularly, who-he confessed heretofore ` 
had been. but too backward in asserting the 
rights of the people in that body.. He hoped 
the yeas and nays would be moved for as 
soon as the biH reached that. House. It was. 
all that he asked that each member should be 
madé to endorse his vote upon that subject, and’ 
upon every other where a. difference of opinion. 
might. exist between: the. two’ contending: i 
there. He'would not trespass longer upon, the pa- ` 
tient attention of the Htouse, which he had alréady., 
intruded on much longer than he had contemplated - 
when he rose, and thanked it unfeignedly for itsin- ` 
dulgence. Sigs oF ae 


Nore.—The paper to which allusion was made 
in the above remarks as containing evidence to 
establish the identity of the Abolitionists with the 
Whig party is the following account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Abolition Society in the: State of 
New York, and the course pursued towards them ° 
bythe Whig party there, the publication of which 
had been anticipated by the Globe, which, never 
theless, is not deemed: improper to annex to. the 


‘above remarks, as’ a more cléar illustration. of. the 


views, and demonstration of ‘the facts; set forth in 
the remarks to which the attention’ of. the whole 
Democracy, and particulary that.composed of the 
people of the South, is most respectfully invited, 
as taken from the Emancipator, one of the particu~ 
lar organs of the Abolition Seciety. The proceed- 
ing took place a little before the New York clec- 
tions last fall, and are as follows: 


“RomE, October 16, 1887. 

“Dean Sr: Having learned that your political friends have 
done you the honor to place your name before the electors of 
the county of Oneida, as a candidate for. the office of ——, and 
there being, asis believed, near two thousand electors in this. 
county who have espoused the great and eternal principles of 
the Declaration of our Independence, by which it is. asserted 
that all nen are created free and equal, with certain inalienable 
rights, amongst-which are life, liberty, and the pursuit.of hap- 
piness; and believing that these rights are violated in the case 
of the American slave, and that the free colored people of this 
State do not possess those rights to which they are entitled, 
upon every principle of eternal and equal justice: The object, 
therefore, of this communication, is to learn from you whether 
you can answer, and how, the following questions, which are to 
be put to the varius candidates who are nominated for an elec- 
tion to that office. Upon the answers which you may return to 
the seven questions herewith propounded, or your Tefuaal to 
answer thesame, will depend whether you can receive the votes 
of the gentlemen called Abolitionists or now as is believed, 
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“pie QUESTIONS. ` a 

._ 1. “Do you believe that petitions io Congress.on slavery and 
the slave trade ought to be received, read, and respectfully con- 
sidered by the Representatives of the people? 

2. “Are you opposed to the annexation of Texas to the United 
States? K 2 

3. “are you in favor of the immediate abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia? ` rN 

4. “Are you in favor of Congress exercising all the constitu- 
tional power it possesses, to abolish the internal slave trade be: 
tween the States, and in the Territories where slavery exists? 


5. “Are you in favor of extending a jury trialto all persons- 


in this State before they shall.be deprived of liberty, whether 
those persons be fugitive slaves or others? . 

“6. “Are you in favor of extending the elective franchise to 
the colored man the same as to the white? 

_7% “Are you in favor of the repeal of all laws in this State 
which makea distinction among its inhabitants on account of 
color?” 

"The answers of candidates, or their refusal to answer, wH} 
be distributed in printed handbills thfoughontthe county, pre- 
vious to the election. As. the time to the election is now so short, 
you will nottake it unkind in saying an answer is most re- 
apectfully requested to be returned tothe subscriber at Rome, 
within three days from the time of the delivery of this com- 
munication to you, or it will be considered as a refusal to an- 
Bwer, The request of this letter proceeds upon this great prin- 
ciple, that the freemen of this country are entitled to know 
what the opinions of gentlemen are who are candidates for 
their suftrages, before they are clothed with that important trast. 

With sentiments of respect, 
~  Jamyours, &c. 
. ` ae A. BLAIR, 
President Oneida county, Anti-Slavery Society. 

N. B. The above communication is made in pursuance of a 
general principle adopted by the New York State Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

Here the remarks are adopted of another commen- 
tator, as illustrative of the views and objects of the 
parties: 

Here there was an offer, “by authority,” of the votes of 
2.400 electors” tosuch candidates as would answer the ques- 
tions, or who, in other words, would declare themselves to be 
Abolitionists. ; 

‘It should here be remarked that the officers to be chosen in 
tbe county were a: sheriff, clerk, and four memVers of Assem. 
bly; and that there were three distinct and full nominations 
made of cahdidates for these offices, viz: one Van Buren, one 
Conservative, and one called Whig. “Of the Van Buren candi- 
dates, but one made any answer to the questions; of the Conser- 
vative vone, of the Whig all; and the following were their an- 
swers, as published by order of the Executive Committee of the 
Oneida county Anti-slavery Society: 3 

1 Lyuan Curtiss, esq. candidate for Sheriff, would have had 
no objection to give an explict affirmative answer to several of 
the questions, but from -the impression that an appeal had been 
had Beon inade to. his hopes and fears, He did not wish to be 
subjected to the imputation of interested motives. Several of 

the questions were comparatively new, and he had not yet 
formeda definite opinion upon them, He could not, however, 
with truth, give a negative to either of them. He regarded 
slavery ag an enormous evil, a foul stigma upon Us as a naton, 
and would sincerely rejoice at the success oF any constitutional 
measures to free ourselycs from it, and clevate the colored 
man to his natural station and rights among his fellow men, 
He considers that “tne right of free discussion and petition 
should never be infringed, but be preserved inviolate.” 

2. Hon. James Dean, candidate for County Clerk, says: “I 
have not the least difficulty in answering each andat the ques- 
tions affirmatively, except the third. Z'hat, too, as ti stands, 
as a general naked proposition, not connected with any reference 
oyallusion to the mode of emancipation, 1 answer-in the same 
manner.” Mr, Dean states, that his “ information in respect 
to the power of Congress in this respect isso unsatisfactory to 
{himself} that he is not prepared to decide,” in respect to that 
mode of emancipation; but he docs desire “that Congress may 
exercise all the constitutional power it possesses, and (hat, too, 
at the earliest suitable opportunity, to put an end to slavery in 
the District of Columbia.” 

_ 3. JAMES S. STRANAHAN, esq. candidate for Assembly, says: 
"Do the first five questions on your list, my answers are, Yes— 
to the last two, No.”” i $ 

4, Henry Hersey, Esq. a candidate for Assembly, responds 
to the first, second, and fifth questions In the affirmative. On 
the third, he believes Congress poss power to abolish sta- 
very in the Federal District, hut doubis he expediency of its: 
exercise at ihe. present time. On the fourth he thinks “Con- 
gress should abolish slavery in the Territories belonging to the 
United States; but how far it would be wise, or is constitution: 
al to act in relation to slavery or the slave trade in the States, 
isa question upon which he has doubts. On the sixth he says 
“Lwould make no distinction between persons of account of 
color, inallowing them the privilege of the elective franchise. 
But 1 think it may well be doubted whether it would be wise 
to extend the privilege of voting at our elections to all persons 
ofco'or who have been long held in bondage, and.consequently 
in ignorance, but who should come into our State to reside, as 
they would be almost entirely ignorant of our political institu- 
tions, and but pooily qualified to exercise the important right 
of suffrage.” “On the seventh hes “Tam not sure | that I 
reco'lect all the liws of this State which make a distinction 
among its inhabitants on account of color. Some of them 
might be with propriety repealed, but there are others I think 
ought not to be, The law exempung colored persons from 
serving m the militia, I not think ought to be repealed, for I do 
not believe it would be beneficial to the militia system to re- 
quire biacks to perform duty in our militia. 

5. R. Furnes, Esq. candidate for Assembly, responds an 
affirinative answer to the Ist, 2d, 4th, 5th, Gih and 7th questions. 
'To the 3d he says: “J consider the existence of slavery in the 
District of Columbia as a foul blot on the American character, 
and giving the lie to that offen-reiterated boasting that the United 
States isa land of liberty.” aes 

6. Fortune ©, Wire, Esq. candidate for member of As- 
sembly; answers the lst, 2d, and Sth questions in the affirma- 


_ ` Üves To the 3d and 4th he says: “Yes, so far as the Constitu. 


‘ton óf the United States and of individual States will justify.” 
Tothe 6th; “ Vex, I prefer the old Constitution, which made no 
Gistitiction On.account of color, to the:present one,” To.the 7th, 
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i s, 30 far as they- are opposed. to the principles of equal 
rights, , 


“I'he meeting in Windham county, Connecticut, 
held on the 9th of January, 1838, by the Aboli- 


tionists, to denounce the. votes of our Democratic, 


Republican brethren of the North, clearly. esta- 
blishes the identity of these two parties. As a part 
of the preamble and resolutions passed at. that 
meeting, reprobating and denouncing . General 
Ffult, one of the Democratic Republican members 
from that State, for his vute.on Mr. Parron’s reso- 
lution, so eminently calculated to save the Repub- 
lie fi rom disunion, and perhaps a most hloody revo- 
lution; the following extracts are taken from the 
ceedings: 
At an adjourned meeting of the Windham County Anti- 
Slavery Society, held at Chaplin, Tuesday, January 9, 1838, the 
following resolutions were unanimously passed ; a 
Whereas, the House of Representatives of the United Suites, 
by an unwarrantable assumption of power, contrary to the 
spirit of the Constitution, and in violation of the rights and 


liberties of the citizens of these United States, did, on the 21st 
of Decembor, 1837, pase the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That all petitions, memorials and papers 
touching the abolition of slavery, or the buying, selling or 
transferring of slaves in any State, District, or Territory. 
ofthe United States, be laid upon the table without being 
debated, printed, reud, or referred, and that no further ac 
tion whatever shall be had thereon $ 

And whereas, it appears that three of the delegates from this 
State, viz: Holt, Phelpa, Whitilesey, with forty-eight otherg 
from the nominally free Statas, voted in the afirmative on the 
passage of said resolution. 

Resolved, That our Representative in Coi gress from this 
District, Orrin Holt, by his vote in favor of the resolution above 
quoted, virtually denying us the right of pethion, has misro- 
presented his constituents and proved recreant to the trust re- 
posed in him by those who gave him his seat in Congress. 


In addition to this, and a number of other in- 
stances of the kind, it is a fact too ni torious: to be 
denied, that the Abolitionists have constantly kept 
up a regular fire and denunciation against the course 
of our Republican friends here from that quarter, 
who have boldly stepped forward in defence of the 
Constitution and the Union, while plaudits of the 
highest approbation are daily awar led the Whig 
party, in and out of Congress, by those reckless 
disturbers of the peace and harmony of our Go- 
vernment. 


REMARKS OF MR. CILLEY, 
Or Mareg, 
In the House of Representatives, Jan. 23, 1838, in 

Committee of the Whole, on the bill to make 

a special appropriation for the suppression of 

Indian hostilities. 

Mr. Wise commenced the debate, and led off in 
opposition to the bill, and in a general attack of 
the Administration. On Mr. Wise resuming his 
seat, Mr. Cittey obtained the floor, but yielded it 
to. Mr. Downna, the Delegate from Florida, who 
supported the bil, and ably: defended the policy 
and measures of the Administration, so far as re- 
lated to the Florida war. Mr. Wise replied to Mr. 
Downtng, and renewed his opposition. 

Mr. CILLEY then followed and said: I rise, sir, 


to say but a few words upon the bill now before . 


us; but few will be necessary after the eloquent 
and just remarks which have fallen from the ta- 
lented Delegate from Florida. I listened to him 
with pleasure, while he gave us, from his own per- 
sonal knowledge, the facts of the case, and the 
real condition of things as they exist at the seat of 
the war. 
which were commenced by the Seminoles without 
any just provocation on our part, and which have 
been prosecuted by them in a series ‘of the most 
cold-blooded murders and butcheries of the whole 
white population within their reach.. So far as the 
Administration is concerned in this-war, he (Mr. 
Downina) has set the whole matter right before 
the country. 

But, sir, I feel impelled to say something when 
I hear views and sentiments put forth here, and 
calculated to have effect abroad, the whole drift 
of which is to hold up my own countrymen in the 
hght of savages, while hostile Indians are extolled 
as patriots, statesmen, and heroes. Were I a 


- stranger to the history of my. own race, and to In- 


dian character, and now, from the representations 
of the gentleman from- Virginia, (Mr-- Wise) for 
the first time, forming my: notion of the two people, 


He has laid bare the origin of hostilities, - 


concentrated ‘in ‘the ‘descendants of the fair 
pean. What; sir, do we hear these 
an American Congress?” Are they ‘so? 
indeed, changed places?’ “Are we not the tr 
of oursires? “Is not the Indian still true. to. the 
blood of his race? cee ee 

But the gentleman appeals to the committee, and 
in tones of sympathetic feeling asks, what is to be- 
come of the “ poor Indians?” -T cannot, answer 
that: God, in his providence, ‘only knows... But, 
sir, when war. rages between us and ‘them; com- 
menced°on their part ‘without just cause, and 
waged in the most relentless mode ‘known to the 
annals of Indian warfare; when our own defence- 
less citizens are being slaughtered by them; when 
your armies are there, in a sickly clime, in pursuit 
of the lurking Seminole, and -stroggling with the 
peculiar natural difficulties of the swamps. and 
hammocks of Florida, which must be encountered 
and overcome ‘before a successful blow can be 
struck, and the enemy subdued, if the course of the 
gentleman from Virginia is to. be pursued, and you 
now stop all supplies, I ask, in the nate. of pa- 
triòtism and real humanity, what is to become: of 
our own brethren, the poor whites? It'is proposed ` 
by the bill before-us to provide pay and subsistence 
for our own troops. You have called them into this 
service, ñ field full’ of labor and peril, but of too. 
little honor, I admit. Yes; sir, ‘however necessary 
the duty, and however faithfully it be’ performed, 
there are no laurels to be. won, as when contending 
in open plains with manly’ foes. “The funds-here- 
tofore provided are exhausted; our troops are'there, 
and now is the very season most favorable for their 
operations, to subjugate the hostile Seminole, and 
restore peace and quiet to our borders. 

But the gentleman would have us halt all'at once, 
cut off all further supplies, and even refuse to pay 
those who have already rendered service upon the 
call of the lawful authorities of ra country. And 
for what? Is it to benefit the Indian, or to injure 
the Administration? Sir, my blood thrills in my 
veins to hear the conduct of ‘faithless and. mur- 
derous Indians lauded to the skies, and our sympa- 
thies invoked in: their behalf, “while: in the s 
breath our own Government: and its most distin- 
guished . citizens are traduced’ and vilified tothe 
lowest degree. ‘To-day Oceola and the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of this Union have been lugged together 
by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) ‘into 
this debate; and while to the former’ he yields the 
homage of his highest respect and admiration, he 
bestows upon the latter, in comparison. with him, 
the sneer of contempt and ridicule. It ‘was-but the 
other day, in his place here, the same gentleman 
took occasion to institute a comparison between 
another favorite Indian brave of his; John Ross, 


‘and our distinguished Secretary of State, Mr. For- 


syth, in which the Cherokee,.in his estimation; had 
the best of it in every point of view. i 
. Is it’ possible, sir, that partisan feeling and 
political hostility will force gentlemen such lengths? 
Will they, in outrage to common sense; smother 
patriotism, and forget the honor of their country 
and its common good, in their hasty zeal to cast 
odium upon their opponents, and to: put down an 
Administtation of the people’s choice?’ ‘Will they 
do violence to the known history and character’ of 
races, and subvert all the policy of our‘peeple and 
Government since the first settlement by the whites 
on this great continent? And for what? To find 
something to the prejudice of a Democratic Adrii- 
nistration, and to induce the people to displace it, 
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Did not their political opposition. to the then exist- 
ing Democratic Administration, though seeking to 
yeil itself then, as now, under the alleged injustice 
of the war, and the morality and religion of a 
Christian community, push them “on to enact- 
ment, in the higher branch of her State Legislature, 
of a solemn decree that “it was unbecoming a mo- 
ral and religious people to rejoice at the victories” 
of our brave countrymen, and were then, as now, 
the leaders of that party opposed to supplies. But, 
sir, I will do justice to the main body of the peo- 
ple of that State. They were, sir, I fully believe, 
then, as now, in heart truly patriotic; for, sir, they 
rested not, much as they admired their splendid 
and gifted leaders, to whose bitter denunciations 
of Democratic men and measures they had lent too 
willing an ear—they rested: not until their patrio- 
tic sentiments prevailed in that branch where the 
decree had been registered, and it was. expunged 
from their records. [allude to this in no spirit of 
unkindness—it is a part of the history of our coun- 
try, and marks the conduct, if not the principles, 
of the leaders ofa great party contending for power. 

As to the Indian character, who is ignorant of it? 
Who has not heard it described by our fathers, who 
had to do with them? Who has not read it on 


every page of our country’s history? Their lead- . 


ing traits, their master passions, stand out in bold 
relief. We- must take things as they are. We are 
a practical people. Our policy adapts itself to facts 
and circumstances as they are found to exist. 
‘What.are these traits? In peace, when not drawn 
out by the excitement of the chase and the slaughter 
of game, the Indian leads a life of listless mdo- 
lence, abhorring the drudgery of manual labor, and 
knowing not the meaning of the word industry. 
War, a war of exiermination, which calls inte the 
most excited action all the baser passions of his 
nature, seems the clement of his keenest enjoy- 
ment and glory. His whole soul is then roused 
into fierce activity. No mercy restrains him. His 
uniform rule of warfare is to spare neither age, 
sex, or condition, and to keep no faith with his 
enemy. sg Bg 

How was it, sir, when hostilities broke out be- 
tween such a race and our early settlers in New 
England? No matter how it began: there might be 
individuals in the wrong on either part. What was 
done by our fathers, when they found their cattle 
killed or driven off, their wives and children sa- 
vagely slaughtered, and their own dwellings razed 
to the ground by fire? They hunted them to their 
lodges in “the deep. wilderness, and pursued them 
with fire and sword, even to extermination.. What 
would you have had them done? What must we 
have done, had we been in their places? When in 
conflict, one or the other race must give place. Our 
fathers did. not choose to. Do we taunt them for 
it? Does our sense of justice revolt at their choice? 
Let-us in fancy change places with them: enter into. 
their labors,.their perils and privations, and suffer 
what they suffered, and endure what they endared, 
year in and year out, and then let us see in whose 
behalf sympathetic appeals are made. 

The case of our frontier settlers now, when an 
Indian. war breaks upon them, is similar to their 
then. But this sort of sympathy expressed by the 
gentleman from Virginia for the tawny red skin, 
strikes me as too near akin to that set up in some 
other quarter for a race of still deeper dye. It costs 


nothing to work up and express a sympathy of- 


this sort; but what particular good is it iatended to 
effect? I might, perhaps, wish, for the sake of 
suffering humanity, that we had the power and 
wisdom to remedy “all the iils which flesh is 
heir to,” and that we might not only improve the 
condition, intellectual, moral, and political, of 
every-one who is not already perfect In all these 
particulars, but also go a step further, and change 
the color of-the dark races In our country, so that, 
the sympathy felt by some, and the disgust by others, 
on that account, might give us no trouble hereafter. 

‘The gentleman dwells on the petty details of the 
war-—our reverses, their good fortune, and the few 
braves that have yet been taken or killed in batte, 
but mostly on the expenses already incurred. Bui, 
I ask, is this: not a war, and began, too, by them, 
and.in-defiance, too, of their own bona fide. treaty, 
sanctioned by.them, and. all the branches of this 
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“obstacles. 
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Government, without a dissenting voice? To us; 
here, sir, as the Representatives of the American 
peopie, this is the great and momentous question: 
Is there a war? For, sir, in the language of patri- 
otism, our country is oar common mother; and 
when and while blows are aimed at her, 
when she is atiacked and bleeding from the 
wounds of an enemy, who of her sons will not fly 


to herdefence, and to the succor of those who. 


are defending her, and that, too, without stopping to 
count the exact cost, or learn the precise origin. of 
the quarrel? Let not our country suffer. 
the war first: then. if there was any fault any 
where, point itout and apply the proper remedy. 
But can gentlemen in this war find a single fault at 
the door of the Administration? The Delegate 
from Florida. set the whole matter right, and says 
he is ready to defend it, on that score, 
world. - 


The. expenses, I admit, are great, and the ac- 
counting officers are bound to scrutinize all this 
matter, and to place the result before us. If our 
money has been corruptly used or squandered by 
any officer, let him, at the proper time, and in a 
proper mode, be tried and punished. All wars are 
excessively expensive, in both treasures and life. 


In the expenses of this Florida wat, we must 


take into consideration the nature of the service, 


the enemy, the country, the want of provisions and 
supplies there, and the climate, which suspends all 
operations during the summer and fall: months ; 
and, more than all, the peculiar form of our Go- 
vernment, which, popular and freé, is wholly averse 
to. large standing armies; so that when war, the 
greatest of national calamities, does chance to us, 
even from the insignificant foe, it finds us almost 
wholly unprepared, and from necessity compelled 
to incur extraordinary expense to but little purpose 
at first. But in a short time the patriotism of the 


mass of the people, who are attached the more 


strongly to their Government, as its yoke is easy 
and its burden light, rallies to the rescue, and over- 
comes all obstacles. But. what, I ask, is the ex- 
pense of a few millions more or less in getting 
ready and in making soldiers of citizens, compared 
with that incurred under other forms of Govern- 
ment in maintaining, in the heart of the country, in 
times of peace, large standing armies, corrupting 
the morals of the people, and eating out their sub- 
stance like a cancer? f 


The humane policy, also, of our Government, in . 


its steady efforts to preserve the Indian race by re- 
moving them out of the limits of the States where 
the settlements of the whites have approached them 
on al! sides, and to whose laws and usages the In- 
dians cannot be made to submit, to fertile territo- 
ries beyond the Mississippi, to be theirs exclusive- 
ly, and in our efforts, too, to restrain different 
tribes from wars among themselves, has cost the 
Treasury millions upon millions. It may be a 
mistaken policy, but is believed, by good and wise 


The whole campaign of our commanding gene- 
ral, Jesup, in Florida, has been bitterly arraigned. 
I concede his humanity to the captives he had 
made, and his trust in their good faith, has cost us 
dear. Ihave often said, and now repeat, that had 
I been in command in that. officer’s place at Tampa 
Bay, and had got my. hands upon the murderous 
Seminole chiefs and warriors, I would have shipped 
them all off,.instanter, on. board the. vessels then 
in waiting, and not trusted one of them with an 


among the swamps. But what is to become of 
the “poor Indians, if we do not permit them to 
keep possession of Florida?” asks the gentleman. 
If they do not lay aside hostilities, submit, and 
erform on their part a treaty which has already 
been complied with on our part, I repeat I cannot 
answer 


their own peculiar mode, it will be stillas it had 


‘been for centuries past: they will disappear before 


the onward progress of the more powerful whites; 
whose improvements cannot be stayed by any such 
If they shall. change their modes of 
feeling and acting, and become like our own- race, 


—- Mr. Cilley. 


ences, and in:every respect: godd 


End 


against the. 


men, to be the only one that can preserve the race. ` 


opportunity to escape again to their fasinesses- 


So long as they continue to war with us, and ia. 


tillers of the soil, ang -loyers of the arts and sci- 


quiet citizens,. then, indeed, ‘wou! 
elsewhere be in danger: of. collis 
desire to molest them. - pi 

As to John Ross, who hadiso 
ingly introduced here and elsewh 
specimen of what-civilization can 
the Indian race, | donot know him pë: 
riosity Jed -me° to inquire him “out 
pointed to.a white man. Fle may, by on Or 
some. mode, have become. achief among: Indians; 
but he is not in blood, no-one “could: mistake; -who 
looks at him.: Is this: the: kind -of civilization ‘and 
improvement of the race: we hear so much about? 
Such men, or mixture of men, may get'among the 
ignorant savages, and rise to great: power and infin- 
ence, and to the control ofthe affairs and money. of 
the tribe; but in the end they -will. prove rather: a 
curse than a blessing to. the. real Indians. -Let us 


“not, upon false data, lead ourselves. or others into 


false positions and false sympathies. : The ideal 
must give place to the reality. We must act upon 
facts, with the eternal truths of nature before -onr 
eyes. ` Speculate and sympathise as. you will; the 
white man will still be true to the inward laws and 
instincts of his race, and so will the red ‘and the 
black. Site a 
. Aspeak not of individuals, but. of masses. -I 
hope gentlemen, whose sensibilities are now: so 
much enlisted in the conditions of’ the’ Seminoles 
and. Cherokees, now in Florida and. Georgia, will 
not forget how their own forefathers, whose memo- 
ries I know they revere,’ under similar circum- 
stances, in the early settlement. of the country, and 
when they were a frontier people, how they dealt 
with similar enemies; and. I entreat gentlemen, if 
they have not indeed forgotten these things, to. tell 
me in whose behalf their true sympathy is enlisted? 
Does it not flow in the broad channel of the com“ 
mon weal. of the greatest number of its own race, 
or does it seek out the narrower one of a wild and 
untameable race, wasting its influence, and ac- 
complishing no great general results? > . 
Our sense of justice has been appealed to. Let 
me ask those gentlemen who'do this, if they are 
-willing to yield-up the fair fields and beanti- 
fal sites they now possess: and enjoy, to the linea. 
heirs and descendants of the lords of thé forest; (if, 
indeed, there be any left,). whom ‘their ‘fathers 
found there and dispossessed, without'the. fa 
sideration, which strict, abstract justice might’ re- 
quire. Ifnot, then -I say, why cry out against thy 
white brethren? Were your property, and the lives 
ofyour families, exposed,as in this case, to the hostile 
incursions of Indians, and a war should break out, 
would you not be under the necessity. of tracking 
them, as did your fathers in by-gone days, through 
the winter snows, to their. wigwams among the 
hills, and subdue them, cost what it might. 


Sir, how has this vast continent, but recently a 
wilderness, been reclaimed and settled, and filled 
with a free, hardy, and enterprising people? . The 
two tides of population, the savage and the civil- 
ized, have here met. They abhor to mix: their pur- 
suits ran not together: the one must: give room 


i MRSE, SIVE LO 
to the other—the fierce hunter and warrior of ‘the 


wilderness; to the more gified, but peace-loving 
artizan and cultivator of the soil. ‘Would you stay 
the onward progress of our own race? or would 
you even attempt to reverse our positions? “You 
could not, if you would. We must take things as 
they are; and before we.so bitterly condemn others, 
let us reflect how we ourselves, under like circum- 
stances, should probably feel andact. 

T ask pardon of the committee for having saidso 
much on this subject. I felt pained to hear in this place 
gentlemen. make such severe, and, as I thought,.wn- 
merited denunciations, with an apparent view to 
some influence abroad, of the settled policy of our 
own Governmen and race ever since the ‘earliest 
history of the whites on this continent, and rose to re- 
pel them. I commend gentlemen: so eager and 
zealous to.attack and put down the Administration, 
to. a pradent husbandry. of their resources; and 
if they expect.to. displace it on such grounds, I ask 
them on.what principles the people of this country 
are to expect.the new. one to be based, if they. ever 


get power to form one on their own notions, and tc 
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their own liking? However this may be, I trust 
there will be patiiotic feeling enough in this body 
to pass this bill, providing for the payment and sub- 
sistence of our brave troops, now. serving their 
country in the defence of our suffering frontier. 


“ RESURRECTION NOTES.” 


IN. SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
_ Fepruary 12, 1838. 
Mr. Gronpy, from the Committee on the Jadiciary, 
made the following report : 
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred that part of the President’s Message 
* which relates to the issuing and re-issuing of the 
notes of the late Bank of the United States, by 
the bank recently chartered by the State of Penn- 
sylvania, by and under the same name, have 
had the same under consideration, and present 
the following report: 

By the act of Congress chartering the Bank of 
the United States, passed on the 10th of April, 
1816; ‘that institution was invested with all the 
usual privileges of banking corporations; and was 
especially authorized to issue its bills and notes, 
not less in amount than five dollars, in the ordinary 
form of bank notes, signed by its president and 
cashier. These bills and notes, when payable on 
demand, were made receivable in all payments to 
the United States. For the security of these and 
its other legal obligations, the capital stock was 
created, amounting to thirty-five millions of dollars. 
Twenty-eight millions of this were to be raised and 
paid by individuals, companies, or corporations. 
The remaining seven millions were paid in by the 
United States. The affairs of the corporation were 
to be managed by twenty-five directors, five of 
whom were to be appointed by the President of the 
United States. A committee of Congress was 
authorized to examine into the transactions of the 
bank; and legal: proceedings were to be instituted 
by the Executive, whenever any of the provisions 
ef the charter were violated. The United States 
were to receive, half-yearly, a portion of the pro- 
fits of the institution, corresponding to the portion 
of the capital they subscribed. 

It will thus be seen that, during the existence of 
the bank, and during the period when its bills and 
notes were issued under the charter, the United 
States were deriving a profit from its transactions ; 
that their funds were pledged for the security of 
those who received and held its notes; and that 
they were invested (at least so far as the words of 
the law went) with some control over its manage- 
ment, 

By the same law, all the.banking powers of the 
corporation were limited to the 3d.of March, 1836, 
after which day they entirely ceased; although it 
was authorized for two years subsequent thereto to 
use its corporate capacity “for the purpose of 
suits for the final settlement and liquidation of the 
affairs and accounts of the ccrporation, and for the 
sale and disposition of its estate; but not for any 
other purpose,{or in any other manner, whatsoever.” 
The objects of this part of the law are too plain to 
be misunderstood. The intention of Congress was 
io preclude, after the 3d March, 1836, every bank- 
ing transaction—the issue of bills, the discount of 
notes, the lending of money; in a word, the conti- 
nuance of all transactions for the profit of the 
stockholders. Its object was to prevent the bank 
from incurring, after that day, any additional lia- 
bility, by which the property either of the United 
States or individuals invested in the corporation 
might be directly or indirectly bound, and to re- 
quire the bank fully to settle its accounts and dis- 
pose of its property, to redeem its obligations, pay 
its debts, and- collect its assets before the 3d of 
March, 1838- : 

It appears that, on the 18th of February, 1836, 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, by an act enti- 
ted “ An act to repeal the State tax on real estate 
and personal property, and to continue and extend 
the improvements of the State by railroads and 
canals; and to charter a State bank, to be called 
the: United States Bank,” incorporated. the existing 
stockholders: of- the Bank of the: United States, 


(excepting the United States and the Treasurer of 
the United States) and such other persons as might 
become stockholders, according. to the provisions 
of that act of thé Legislature; previously requir- 
ing the same, however, to: be'accepted by the ac- 
tual stockholders at a general meeting. On the 
19th of February, 1836, a general meeting of these 
stockholders was held, without, however, any as- 
sent, representation, or authority on the part of the 
United States. At that meeting, resolutions were 


passed, accepting the charter from the Legislature - 


of Pennsylvania, and directing the president of 
the bank to make that acceptance known to the 
Governor of the State. At the same meeting, the 
stockholders thus assembled directed the president 
and directors of the bank chartered by Congress 
“to pay, transfer, and deliver to this new institu- 
tion, all and singular the shares, parts, purparts, in- 
terest, and properly whatsoever of the stockholders, 
so incorporated by the State of. Pennsylvia, of and 
in the goods, chattels, moneys, effecis, and estate, 
real and personal of the present Bank of the United 
States.” Of this measure, no notice was given to 
the Government of the United States; no applica- 
tion was made to, or authority sought from, Con- 
gress, althongh it was notorious that a portion of 
the effects of the bank, in addition to the sum of 
seven millions of dollars, belonged: exclusively to 
them; that they were entitled to one-seventh part of 
the effects to be collected and divided; and that they 
were liable, in the same proportion, for the proper 
settlement of the affairs and discharge of the obli- 
gations, which were thus summarily taken out of 
their hands, and placed beyond their control. 
Though, in words, the direction of these assembled 
stockholders to their president and directors was lo 
transfer their own shares and parts of the effects, 
yet, as those effects had never been divided, as no 
proposition for their division had ever been made, 
as they consisted of the great and complicated mass 
of property belonging to such an institution, and, 
in the nature of things, incapable, without extreme 
difficulty, of division, it was in facta sudden and 
summary transfer of the whole property and ef- 
fects belonging to the people of the United States, 
and invested by them in that institution, under 
carefully devised guards and stipulations, to a 
State corporation, suddenly created, in whose trans- 
actions they had no participation. 

As if to remove all doubt of this being the na- 
ture and intention of the transfer, the president and 
directors of the bank chartered by Congress pro- 
ceeded, on the 2d of March, 1836, the very day 
before the charter expired, solemnly to resolve, 
that “all and singular the money, goods, chattels, 
rights, credits, and personal estate whatsoever own- 
ed by, or belonging fo, or in the custody of this bank, 
wheresoever the same may be, together with all evi- 
dences and securities for the same, be, and the 
same hereby are, assigned, transferred, and con- 
veyed to the president, directors, and company of 
the Bank of the United States incorporated by the 
State of Pennsylvania,” and they created that insti- 
tution their trustee, to conduct and wind up the 
business of the bank. 

Thus, in direct violation of the spirit, if mot the 
letter, of the act of Congress, which imposed upon 
the bank chartered by itself the duty of “settling 
and liquidating the affairs and accounts of the cor- 
poration,” which had given it two years expressly 
for that purpose, and which had retained for Con- 
gress the power of examining, by its committees, 
the correctness of its proceedings, and controlling 
it, if necessary, by 4 summary judicial process; in 
violation of this provision, and in manifest infringe- 
ment of the rights of the people of the United 
States, whose property was invested in the institu- 
tion to a large amount, a portion of the stockhold- 
ers, excluding the United States, giving them no 
notice, asking no authority from Congress, sudden- 
ly assuming with a high hand the management of 
the whole affair, undertake the solemn farce of. 
passing resolutions to create themselves (incorpo- 
rated, it is true, by another law, though not under 
another name) their own trustees; and, having so 
done, they take possession of ALL the property, and 
assume the settlement of áll the affairs of the insti- 
tution, relieved, as they suppose, from ‘every re- 
sponsibility and control to which Congress meant 
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|. the bank should be subject 


ness. oe iL ee p 
On the 4th of March,.1836, when, in contempla- 
tion of the-act of Congress, the Bank of the United 
States should have been commencing the settlement 
of its affairs, including the large interest of the Go- 
vernment, we find-a portion of its stockholdérs who 
have. cast. off the ‘rest, seizing and keeping posses- 
sion of every particle of the joint property, and as- 


_ suming the right to manage it, free from the obli- 


gations of the charter undér.which that property 
was collected, and from: the “control of ‘those by 
whom that charter was granted and to whose con~ 
stituents & very large portion of that property be- 


: longs. 3 


lt does not appear that, at the time of this rans- 
fer, by a portion of the stockholders, of the whole 
property of the bank to themselves, any inventory 
or statement of’ the effects-and estate of the institu- 
tion was made ; and no steps whatever were taken 
for the regular “settlement and:liquidation of the 
affairs and accounts of the corporation,”.as the 
charter positively required. ‘The whole business 
was mixed up with that of the new institution. 
Although the Secretary-of the Treasury was dèsi- 
rous and endeavored ‘to obtain a payment or-divi- 
dend of the property proportionate to’ the shares 
belonging to the United States, he was‘unabl2 to do 
so. Resort was, of necessity, had to an estimate of 
the value of the shares, founded onan examination 
of the general accounts of”: the old. institution. 
There is, perhaps, no reason to doubt, on the whole, 
the correctness of this valuation; but it’ must be 
admitted that such was not “the settlement and 
liguidation of the affairs. and accounts of the cor- 
poration,” stipulated for by Congress at the. time it 
granted the charter, and which was frustrated by 
the summary and unauthorized conduct of the indi- 
vidual stockholders, in transferring to’ themselves 
all the property of the bank just before the charter 
expired; and from the time of such transfer, nei- 
ther keeping its accounts or winding up any of its 
concerns. 

Soon after the estimated valuation of the stock of 
the bank, thus made, the State institution. and trus- 
tee came forward, and voluntarily offered to pay 
the same, by equal instalments, -in September,’ 
1837, 1838, 1839, and 1840, with six per cent. inte- 
rest from the time the charter expired. ‘This offer 
the Secretary of the Treasury was directed, by a 
joint resolution of Congress; passed on the. 3d. 
March, 1837, to accept, taking obligations for its ' 
fulfilment; the first of which, it-is understood, ‘has ` 
been redeemed, and the amount paid into the 
Treasury. 

Thus virtually terminated the affairs of the late 
Bank of the United States; in a manner very diffe- 
rent from that settlement and liquidation which 
were a part of the obligations of its charter; in a 
manner very different from that in which the busi- 
ness of a great national institution should have 
been finally closed. It-is true, the individual stock- 
holders have become possessed, by a general sweep, 
of all. the property of the bank; and the United 
States have exchanged their shares of stock and 
their claim to dividends for a liquidated sum, se- 
cured by the bonds of another corporation: But 
have these operations relieved either party from 
their obligations to the community? have they 
given to those possessed of the property a right to 
use it, in manifest contradiction to the charter by 
which it was created? ‘have ‘they. given Sanction, 
direct or indirect, to an employment of the corpo 
rate privilege and the corporate property, long after 
the charter has expired, for purposes hot only un- 
necessary to the settlement of its affairs, but calcu- 
lated to postpone and retard- suċh a settlement? 
have they absolved Congress’ from the ‘duty 
solemnly imposed upon it, of “examining the pro- i 
ceedings” done under color ofthat charter? will 
they justify it in taking no meäsnres to redeem and 
cancel. the obligations. of an institution it created? 
above all, do they furnish it with an excuse for sub 
fering the name, credit; and:apparent authority ‘of. 
the United States, to give value to obligations in 
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rity by which they are issued, the purposes for 
which they may be used, the mode in which their 
ultimate solvency and payment are guaranteed, 
constitute their character, and give them a greater 
or less circulation. The notes of the late Bank of 
the United States were issued under the authority 
of Congress. They were made receivable from 
one end of the continent to the other, as equivalent 
to gold and silver, in the payment of the revenue. 
The whole community took them. with confidence, 


because a large portion of the capital pledged for. 
their redemption belonged to the United States; 


hecause the issue of them was limited to the dura- 
tion of the charter; and because the conduct of 
those who issued and circulated them was placed 
immediately under the supervision of Congress. 
From these causes, the notes of the late Bank of 
the United States derived their extensive credit 
among the people; and. this credit, thus derived, 
imposes upon Congress the corresponding obliga- 
tion, to take care’ that no act of omission of theirs 
shall mislead the community, when these causes of 
peculiar credit to these notes have ceased to exist. 
On the 3d of ‘March, 1836, when the charter of 
the bank terminated, the bank notes which it had 
issued ‘amounted to thirty-fonr millions four hun- 
dred and- thirty-four, thousand two hundred and 
seventy dollars and sixteen cents. -On these it had 
on hand thirteen millions three hundred and twenty- 
four thousand ‘nine hundred and seventeen dollars 
andninety-three cents. These notes, thus on hand 
at the expiration of the charter, it was the obvious 
duty of the bank immediately to cancel; they 
were obligations originally issued under a charter 
which had expired ; they had been. returned into 
the bank; they formed no part of its property to 
be collected or divided. Yet on the 2d of April 
following, the State institution, in its first report to 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, . declared the 
‘amount of its notes issued to be thirty-six millionssix 
hundred and twenty thousand four hundred and 
twenty dollars and sixteen cents; of which it had 


then on hand, notes. of the.Bank of the United . 


States to the amount of sixteen millions seven 
hundred and ninety-four thousand seven huudred 
and thirteen. dollars and seventy-one cents; thus 
showing that the directors of the bank chartered 
by Congress, in transferring “all their money, goods, 
and chattels” to their trustee, had delivered up the 
bank notes which ought to have been cancelled, 
and which were entirely unnecessary for winding 
_up the concerns of the bank, or performing any of 
the trust duties undertaken by that trustee. The 
practice thus adopted, of keeping instead of can- 
celling ‘the notes issued under the authority of the 
charter-frora Congress; after that charter had ex- 
pired, was not confined to those thus improperly 
delivered by a part of the stockholders to them- 
seives, under the name of a trustee. Nearly two 
yearshave since elapsed, and yet in the statement 
made by the bank to the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, on thé 5th January; 1838, is this item, 
“notes issued of the LATE BANK and branches ON 
wanp, $15,800,517 73.2 Thas when the two 
yearsin which the atfairs of the bank were to have 
been setiled are nearly expired, when the control 
(such asit is) that Congress may yet possess is 
almost at an end,’about sixteen millions of dol- 
lays, in bank notes which bear the name of the 
United States, and were actually made under the 
authority of Congress, which, if put in circulation, 
will be natnrally and reasonably considered by 
those who take them as guaranteed by Congress, 
are now in the exclusive possession of a banking 
institution which has the.power to use them when 
and for what purposes it pleases. ` : ‘ 
Erven if it could be said that these bank notes 
would not be used for purposes of circulation and 
currency; even if it were certain that thesé evi- 
dences of the liability of the United States would 
not be pitt forth after that liability was at an end; 
even if the trustee who has obtained:possession of 
them had'evinced a determination to cancel them, 
as the redeemed obligations of a’ concern which 
ought to be wound up. without delay,- still, it is 
a day imposed, upon Congress, who originally 
authorized theif (Sue; to see that this isdone; to en- 
force, by law, andhdtto leave to the discretion or 


honesty ofany individual orcorporation, that which . 


Q 
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the whole American people have a right to Jook 
for at their hands. 


But is not that duty absolutely forced upon them, © 


when those who have thus obtained possession of 
these uncancelled notes of an extinct corporation 
actually use them for purposes of circulation, and, 
in defiance of the charter, boldly issue them as a 
lawful currency and for their own individual pro- 
fit? Yet not only is this the case. They claim the 
legitimate right so to use and issue them. The 
trustee who receives and accepts the property of 
the late bank, under the pledge to redeem its notes, 
debts, and obligations, unequivocally asserts the 
right, not merely to refuse to cancel the notes for 
the redemption of which funds have been con- 
veyed, but actually to pay out these notes as 
other banks might do who-received them in the 
ordinary transactions of trade. “The Bank of the 
United States chartered by the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, has,” in the deliberate language of ils own 
directors, “done as other banks have done—paid 
out the notes of the Bank of the United States;” as 
if there was the slightest similarity between a bank 
which receives, by a general transfer, sixteen mil- 
lions of dollars in bank notes that had. been regu- 
larly issued and returned to the institution by which 
they were made, and those banks which receive 
the notes of one-another in the ordinary course of 
commercial dealing, and pay them out in the same 
mode: as if there was the least resemblance be- 
tween the reissue of bank notes by a trustee who 
had undertaken to redeem those notes, and had re- 
ceived a large and sufficient amount of funds for 
tbat object, and the bona fide payment of them by 
a bank, for the purpose of collecting their amount, 
and without any interest in them whatever, except 
as a common medium of exchange. Between such 
proceedings there is no similarity, nor can the one 
afford any justification to the other. But is not 
the course pursued by this institution, which’ has 
received these notes for the purpose of redeeming 
them, and now boldly reissues them, in all respects 
identical with that of a partner who, having funds 
of an expired partnership in his hands, for the pur- 
pose of settlement, should use and reissue, in viola- 
tion of all faith, the notes or obligations of his con- 
fiding partner? Is it not similar to that of an execu- 
tor, who voluntarily assumes the daty of winding 
up the estate of a deceased testator, and yet seizes 
upon the property confided to him in that trust, and 
applies it to his personal benefit, and puts into cir- 
culation, by himself and his agents, uncancelled 
notes found among the papers of the testator, which 
had been fully paid off and discharged? 

Previously to the 1st of July, 1837, the monthly 
statements furnished to, and pablished by, the Au- 
ditor General of Pennsylvania, did not distinguish 
between the business of the State bank and that of 
its trustee; between the notes of the late and pre- 
sent bank, issued or in circulation. ‘The informa- 
tion that should thus have been furnished cannot, 
therefore, be obtained for the long interval between. 
‘the 3d of March, 1836, and the Ist of July, 1837. 
On the Ist July, 1837, however, the notes of the 
late bank, in circulation, were only $7,013,909 43, 
while on the Ist August, 1837, they amounted to 
$7,170,658 3€; an excess of issue of the old notes 
over all that were paid in of upwards of $150,000 
in a single month. Again, on the 2d October, 1837, 
the notes of the late bank in circulation are stated 
at $6,175,861 05, but on the ist November fol- 


lowing, at $6,522,839 40; which would show a | 


re-issue of notes that ougbt to have been cancelled, 
amounting to upwards of $340,000 in less than a 
month. ` i 

Thus it appears, thatalthough Congress expressly 
enacted, in granting the charter, that the banking 
privileges of the Bank of the United States should 
expire on the 3d of March, 1836, yet the most im- 
portant of those privileges, so far as the commu- 
nity is concerned—the issue of bank notes, made 
under the provisions of the charter—has conti- 
nyed for twenty months after that period, and 
probably still continues; that although two years 
were allowed after the expiration of the char- 
ter, “for the final settlement and liquidation 
of the affairs and -accounts of the corporation, 
and for the sale and disposition of its estate, 
but nol for any other purpose,” yet now, when the, 


aS, 


: Senate. 


two years are nearly at añ end, there are in èx- 
istence, and ready to .be re-issued, when de- 
sired, about $16,000,000 in bank notes, the cancel- 
ling of- which was one of. the first and principal 
duties of those who were “‘to settle ahd. liquidate its 
affairs.” No provision was madé in. the charter 
for such a state. of things. It is, there proper 
that Congress should at once provide for: it by 
appropriate legislation. Such is its duty, if the 
principles of the charter which it granted are to be 
fulfilled:- It isno infringement of any privilege ac- 
tually conferred on any individual or corporation, 
or intended to be by that charter;and it will at once 
put an end to` the erroneous impression which a 
want of it will naturally establish, that the faith or 


the property of the United Siates continues to be 


pledged for the security of the bank notes bearing 
the name of the United States, and originally 
issued under that pledge. It is due to consistency 
that the terms and meaning of the charter should © 
be guarded and preserved; it is due to good faith 


‘that, when the property of the United States is 


withdrawn, by the sale of the stock, from liability 
for the redemption of the notes, they should not 
stand by and permit them to be issued and circu- 
lated among the community, exactly as they were 
when that property formed a part of the capital by 


‘which they were secured; it is due to their legisla~ 


tive functions that the right which they retained, 
of examining into the proceedings of the bank, 
and thus virtually promising the community. the 
exercise of a Supervisory power, should not, at a 
moment when it is must needed for the. public wel- 
fare, be neglected or relinquished, even though 
their own direct interest has ceased by the bargain 
they have made. ; ; 

Nor is it with reference alone to the late or 
present Bank of the United States that such legis- 
lation is necessary. The course adopted by those 
institutions may be pursued by every other bank- 
ing institution chartered by Congress. The notes 
issued in the District of Columbia, under the au- 
thority of charters from the United States, may, 
without greater impropriety, be reissued and cir- 
culated. afier those charters have expired, either 
by the banks themselves, or by trustees to whom 
they may transfer them the day before their cor- 
porate privileges terminate.. That some law 
should be passed to prevent and obviate such a 
proceeding, cannot admit of question. . 

In passing such a law, it is the duty of Con- 
gress carefully to avoid any -provision which 
should affect the citizen who holds or receives 
these potes in the ordinary. course of trade, or 
who: passes or transfers them in good faith from 
hand to hand. It is only those who hold or re- 
receive them with the means and for the purpose 
of redeeming them; who pass and circulate them 
when they know that they have come into their 
hands for such a purpose and under such obliga- 
tions; and who neglect or refuse to cancel them, 
when they. are bound to do so by the intention of 
the charter under which they were originally made. 

Considering this subject,. therefore, with refer- 
ence to those relations of the United States towards 
the late national bank and to the community which 
are derived from the charter of that institution, a 
prompt and efficient interference of Congress is un- 
questionably demanded. They have derived large 
profits from the-circulation of these notes, for the 
redemption of whicn their share of the capital 
was pledged; and they have now withdrawn that 
share of the capital from its former liability; they 
prescribed by the charter that all banking privi- 
jeges, among which was that of issuing these 
notes, should terminate at a certain period, and 
that period is now _ passed; they reserved to them- 
selves the right, and thus imposed on themselves 
the duty, of examining that the stipulations of the 
charter were fulfilled, and to do this the enactment 
of such a law is now absolutely required. 

But there are other considerations bearing di- 
rectly on the present situation of the commerce and 
business of. the country, and on the respect due 
from Congress to the laws and policy of the indivi- 
dual States, which ought not to be overlooked. 
It is a fact that the present Bank of the United 
States is in aċtual possession, having them within 
its own vaults, and under its control, of a fung 
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of bank. notes to the amount of about twenty 
millions of dollars over and above those in circula- 
tion, issued, to a certain extent, on the faith of the 
United States: and bearing a corresponding credit. 
There appears, at least in. many portions of the 
country, a strong disposition on the part of the 
banks to resume specie payments; but the uncon- 


trolled possession of this. vast amount of paper ` 


money will enable the present Bank of the United 
States, if so disposed, to retard, perhaps to prevent, 
them from effecting that laudable and desirable 
object. It holds in its hand, under the apparent 
sanction of Congress, an immense fund, which it 
can transport to any part of the country at its 


pleasure, and purchase the notes of the State banks, 


to be returned. upon them en masse, al the very 
instant they shall endeavor to resume. What is 
there to preyent this institution from sending to 
New Orleans one or two millions of these notes, 
placing them in the possession of any local bank 
or its agents, and exchanging them for the notes, 
of banks preparing to resume, so that. they may. 
be used to embarrass and retard their efforts as 
soon as they are commenced? It cannot be said 
that this is a proceeding arising from’ the large 
capital of the present Bank of the United States, 
and which is not consequent upon the issue of 
its old and ancancelled notes. It is the possession 
of those notes which exempts it from danger in the 
adoption of such a course. Independent of the 
additional credit attached to them. from being made 
under a national charter, they are now circulated 
without the responsibility that attends those issued 
under the charter of the State; and it is to this 
cause that may be attributed the remarkable fact, 
disclosed in the statement of the bank on the 5th 
January last, that while they had on hand fifteen 


millions eight hundred thousand five hundred and ` 


seventeen dollars and seventy-three cents of the old 
notes, one million four hundred and three thou- 
sand ninety-two dollars at their State bank agen- 
cies, and two millions seven hundred and thirty- 
three thousand nine hundred and ninety dollars in 
transitu, making altogether no less a sum in their 
actual possession aud under their control than nine- 
teen millions nine hundred and thirty-seven thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-nine dollars and 
seventy-three cents of these old notes; when they 
had, also, in circulation among the community, 
the further sum of six millions two hundred and 
twenty thonsand four hundred and sixty-seven dol- 
lars and seventeen cents of these same old notes; 
being an aggregate of the notes of the expired cor- 
poration, of twenty-six millions one hundred and 
fifty eght thousand and sixty-six dollars and 
ninety cents; yet, at the same time, the whole out- 
standing circulation of their own notes, (exclusive 
of post notes,) only amounted to five hundred and 
forty-seven thousand six hundred dollars and 
forty-five cents, or about the fortieth part of the old 
notes in their hands and in circulation. 

On every note issued under the present State 
charter of Pennsylvania, the holder jas by the State 
law a summary proceeding, if it is not redeemed 
on demand; more than this, the bank is bound, in 
case of refusal, to pay the high interest of 12 per 
cent.; and if such refusal be continued beyond a 
stated period, there is a provision for the speedy 
forfeiture of its charter. . 

But how is it with these notes of the late bank, 
of which it has obtained possession? To them none 
of these penalties of the law of- Pennsylvania will 
apply; it has received them, and promises to redeem 
them as a mere trustee; and, in case of refusal, the 
holder, it is presumed, is to be driven to the tedious 
process of a suit in chancery, or some other form 
of protracted legal proceeding, to obtain that pay- 
ment which he could enforce if the note had been 
issued by a State bank, in the most rapid and com- 
pulsory mode. Thus it is, that so long as Con- 
gress permits this institution to keep and issue 
these notes, it gives it the power of circulating a 
paper currency, free from the restrictions and safe- 
guards which the State that chartered it meant to 
impose; it enables it to control the efforts of other 
banks for the resumption of specie payments; and 
leaves the citizen who takes or circulates these 
notes Without any speedy. protection and redress. 

But again: This voluntary trustee of. the Na- 
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men 


tional Bank received its new charter from the | 


m 


State of Pennsylvania, on the expressed conditi 


that it should issue no bank note of a less denomi- ~ 


nation than ten dollars.. It-is presumed-to be part 


‘of the policy of that wiše State, that the circula~ . 


tion of so large an institution. should be so limited, 
The neglect. of- Congress has defeated this sa- 


lutary policy; it has given to the trustee the | 
means. aud power of doing that which the State | 
of Pennsylvania intended should not be done; five. 


dollar notes are largely issued by the Bank of the 
United States. chartered by Pennsylvania, though 
the Legislature of that State declared they should 
not Le. . Congress cannot be justified in permitting 
It is. due to the State of Pennsylvania that 
they should respect her laws; that they. should not, 
by any omission on their part, permit a power 
derived from them to be so exercised as to thwart 
her designs. f 
duty of Congress not to interfere with the institu- 
tions of the States, but to leave them to pursue the 
policy of the Legislatures by which they were cre- 
ated, and to answer to those authorities for every 
violation, it is not less its duty to prevent that from 
being done indircetly, either by its permission or 
its negleet, which virwally infringes the law and 
policy of the States. Rightlully may the State of 
Pennsylvania complain, if, after strictly prohibiting 
the issue of notes of a denomination less than len 
dollars, by this institution, the sanction or the ne- 
glect of Congress should enable it to issue and cir- 
culate millions of five dollar notes. 


The following bill is, therefore, respectfully re- 
ported to the Senate: 


A BILI, to prevent the issuing and circulation of 
the bills, notes, and other securities of corpora- 
tions created by acts of Congress which have 
expired. 


Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in all cases where the charter of 
any corporation which has been or may be created 
by act of Congress of the United States shall have 
expired, or may hereafier expire, if any director, 
officer, or agent, of the said corporation, or any 
trustee thereof, or any agent or officer of such trus- 
tee, or any person having in his possession, or un- 
der his control, the property of the said corpora- 
tion, for the purpose of paying or redeeming its 
notes and obligations, shall knowingly issue, re- 


issne, or utier as money, or in any other way know- - 


ingly pat in circulation any bill, note, check, draft, 
or other security, purporting to have been made by 
any such corporation, whose charter has expired, 
or by any officer thereof, or purporting to have 
been made under authority derived therefrom, or if 
any person or persons shal) knowingly aid and 
assist in’ any sach act, every person so offending 
shall be deemed guiliy of a high misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a 
fins not exceeding ten thousand dollars, or by im- 
prisonment and confinement to hard labor not ex- 
ceeding ten years, or by both such fine and im- 
prisonment. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases in which any corporation has been or may be 
created by acts of Congress of the United States, 
or in which the United States shall have been inte- 
rested as a stockholder, the term of which corpora- 
tion has expired, and in which any bills, notes, 
checks, drafts, or other securities, made under au- 
thority derived, or alleged to have been derived, 
from such act, shall be in the possession or under 
the control of any director, officer, or agent, of the 
said expired corporation, or any trustee thereof, or 
any agent or officer of such trustee, or any person 
having in his possession or under his control the 
property of the said corporation, for the purpose of 
paying or redeeming its notes and cbligations, the 
several circuit courts of the Thited States shail 
have jurisdiction on the bill or petition of. the 
United Statesto grant mjunctions to prevent the 
issuing, reissuing, or transfer of any such bills, 
notes, cheeks, drafts, er other securities; and-also 
to cause such of the said bills, notes, checks, 
drafts, or other securities, as have been redeemed, 
to be delivered up and cancelled; and the said se- 


While it is the solemn and evident | 


public officers deposilaries-— Dir. Wright. 


Senate. 


veral courts shall have power to make all necessa~..- 


“ry decrees and orders for the purpose- of carrying. 


into effect the jurisdiction hereby conferred, and to, 
execute the same by. due process of law. > = 


INDEPENDENT: TREASURY. BILL. = 
SPEECH OF MR. WRIGHT,- 
=. Oe New Yorn, | i 
hy Senate, January 31, 1838-—Upen the bill to im- 
pose additional duties, as depositaries, upon cer. 
tain public ofhcers, to appoint Receivers General 
of public money, and to regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement, of the. public 
moneys of the United States.” y 
Mr. WRIGHT said he regretted thatit would 
be necessary for him to impose a more severe tax 
upon the time and patience of the Senate, than he 
had ever before been compelled to impose, since he 
had been honored with a seat in the body.: He had 
hoped, therefore, tbat he should have been able to 
reach the subject atàn earlier hour in the morning; 
but, asit was, he would endeavor to conclude with 
the sifting of the. day, SoS i a 
Te said he wntered‘apon the dėébate. with a pain- 
ful consciousness of his inability to do. justice.to the 


_position he held in- reférerice:to the measure’ upon 


the table. The discussion. of it-must involve. ques- 
lions of the highest. importance in polities, of the 
most pervading interest. in finance, and, as he 
thought, of equal magnitude in the morals of Go- 
vernment. These questions weré to be discussed, 


deliberated upon, and decided by the, Senate; and . 
` upon him bad fallen the duty of opening such a de- 


bate before that high tribunal. i EE 
Could be eall to his aid talents, experience, . 


learning, powers of argument, and perspieuity of 


language, such as were possessed and at the com- 
maud of many of the distingaished Senators whom 
he mew he must meet in opposition to the bill, he 
should fecl a gratifying confidence that he could 
contend successfully, and could triumphantly refute 
every objection. As it was, he was consoled by 
the reflection that he shvuld be followed in the de- 
bate by other Senators equally, able and equally 


‘distinguished, an { whe would’ only.have occasion 


to ask of him that be should not. injure a cause 
which must rest its defence with them: He would 
most cheerfully promisé them that he would not 
intentionally throw obstacles in their way; and. he’ 
would entreat the Senate to judge of the bill from 
its provisions, which be considered sound and salu- 
tary, and not from the weaknesses they would not 
fail. to discover in his attempt to support them. 

Justice: to himself required another preliminary 

remark, Buta few months had passed since they 
were engaged there in the discussion of this same 
measure, or rather, perhaps he should say, of a 
measure precisely similar.in its great leading fea- 
tures. In that discussion he had taken a part; and 
ifhe should be found upon this occasion repeating 
ideas, and urging arguments, which he had then ad- 
vanced, the reason and his apology must be sought 
in the identity of the subjects, and not in a disposi- 
tion on his part to trouble the Senate now with're- 
marks to which they had once done him the honor 
to listen. °.. 
_ TIe said the bill was based upon two great lead- 
ing principles, and that all its provisions, detailed 
and numerous as they were} became. necessary, in’ 
the judgment of the committee, to carry these prin- 
ciples. successfully into practice. These principles 
were— f : 

First. A practical and bona fide separation be- 
tween the public treasure, the money of the peop'e, 
and ihe business of individuals and: incorporations, 
aud expecially between this money and the business 
of banking. : 

Second. A gradual change of the currency to be 
received in payment of the public dues, from that 
authorized to be received by the resolution of Con- 
gtess.of 1816, to the legal currency of the United. 
States. 

The material details of the bill, applicable to 
each of these objects, it would be his duty to netices. ©. 
and as the task must be tedious and uninteresting, ~~ 
to him, and much more so -tọ the Senate, te would. 
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abridge it as much as justice to the measure would 
permit. 

As applicable to the first object, the bill com- 
menced with the establishment of offices and vaults, 
at designated points, for the safe keeping of the 
public money. The first section defined and esta- 
plished the Treasury of the. United States, and 
placed it under the care and charge of the Trea- 
surer of the United States; and, singular as it had 
appeared to him, and ashe thought it would ap- 
pear to most of the constituents of every Senator, 
this was the first attempt, so far as his researches 
had enabled him to discover, to establish by law a 
National Treasury. Should this bill pass, and 
this section-be retained, he was confident it would 
be the first act of the Congress of the United States 
which had given, not a name, but “a local habita- 
tion,” to this most important institution. As the 
object of the bill is to place the funds of the Go- 
vernment hereafter under the control of the pub- 
lic Treasury, and not of private banking institut 
tions, it seemed to the committee peculiarly proper 
that its first enactment should be to define and esta 
lish that Treasury. : 

The second section constituted the mint at Phila- 
delphia, and the branch mint at New Orleans, also 
places for the deposite and safe keeping of the pub- 
lic money collected at those places, or transferred 
to them by the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The treasurers of the mints respectively 
were assigned to the charge and custody of the 
moneys there deposited. 

The third section directed the preparation of 
suitable offices and vaults in the custom-houses 
now erecting at New York and Boston, for the de- 
posite and safe-keeping of the public money at 
those points, and for the use of the officers to have 
the custody of those moneys; and the fourth sec- 
tion provided for the erection of two indepen- 
dent offices and vaults, for the same purpose: the 
one to'be located at. Charleston, in the State of 
South Carolina, and the other at St. Louis, in the 
State of Missouri. _ - 

‘It-would not require any remark’ from hiny to 
satisfy the mind of every Senator of the propriety 
of selecting the seat of Government as the place of 
location for the National Treasury, or that. the 
points he had named. upon the Atlantic coast, as 
well as New Orleans, were places where so impor- 
tant portions of tre public revenue were collected, 
and from which so great a share of the public dis- 
bursements were now, in fact, rnade, or could be 
made wiih increased convenience to the Treasury, 
and to the public creditors, as to render them all 
proper places for the location of offices for the safe- 
keeping of the public money,in case any such offices 
were to be provided at the public expense, own- 
ed by the Government, and kept in the charge of 
its officers. Another reason also existed, and which 
was*conclusive with the committee, as to the sc- 
lection of Washington, Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
New York and Boston. . Public buildings of a fire 
proof character were already erected, or now be- 
ing erected, at the public expense, and for the pub- 
lic use, at all those places, in which sufficient rooms, 
offices and vaults, for the purpose contempiated, 
could be secured without any material addition to 
the expense incurred, and to be incurred, upon the 
buildings. “It was also his duty to inform the Se- 
nate that, since the bill was reported, the committee 
had learned that the Government now. owned a 
custom-house at Charleston, and that the informa- 
tion possessed at the Treasury Department autho- 
rized the belief that suitable rooms for offices could 
be had in that building, thus rendering it necessa- 
ry to construct a vault only, instead of an indepen- 
dent office, as the{bill contemplated, at that place. 
He had prepared an ainendment to the bill, to 
make it conform to this state of facts, which he 
would send to the Chair before he resumed his seat. 

‘As to the selection of St. Louis some diversity of 
opinion might exist; but the ‘committee had fixed 

“upon -that place, because, from all-the information 
they bad been able to collect, they believed it to be 


the point from which the principal part of our hea-_ 


vy disbursements upon the western frontier were 
made.’ ‘They were informed that a very large pro- 
portion of the money paid, and to be'paid, annually, 
to the Indians west of the Mississippi, and the prin- 
gipal-part-of the disbuysements at the various mili- 


‘mittee had, to distinguish them from the receivers 


-and vaults for the safe-keeping of the public money 


tary posts upon the western frontier, were receivëd 
by the various disbursing officers at this town, and 
that, therefore, large accumulations of public mo- 
ney were rendered necessary at this point, to meet 
these payments. This seemed to them’ to require 
an office for safe-keeping, and an officer or agent 
of the Government, of some kind, there; and the 
place was selected more, perhaps, in consequence 
of the heavy disbursements made: from, than the; 
amount of collections at it. . Still their information 
was, that the money collected at’ many of the west- ° 
ern, and especially the northwestern, land offices - 
could be more conveniently transferred to, and ac- 
cumulated at, that point’ than at any other upon 
that fiontier.. > : 

Ths fifth section of the bill, he said, provided for 
the appointment of four additional salary of- 
ficers, and which, in the draft of the bill, the com- 


of public money at the various land offices, de-_ 
nominated “receivers general of public. money.” 
These officers were to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, as other officers of like importance were 
appointed; were to hold their offices for the same 
termsof four years; and were to be located, one at 
New York, one at Boston, one at Charleston, and 
one at St. Louis, to take the charge of the offices 


at those points respectively, and of the money 
placed therein. i z 

Hewas well-aware that this wasa feature of the | 
bill not calenlated to be popular, upon a slight ex- 
amination, and that it was not palatable to some of 
the friends of the measure generally. It was not 
his purpose to discuss this provision at large, in 
this place, as the course he had marked out for 
himself would require that he should again recur to 
it; buta few remarks upon the necessity of some 
provision of the sort were called for here. It was 
indispensably necessary to the operations of the 
Treasury, that it should have agencies of some de- 
scription atthese points. The collections and dis- 
bursements at them all made this imperative, and 
if it was designed to discontinue the banks as 
fiscal agents, some other must be substituted. This 
would be apparent to all, merely from recurring to 
the names of the places, and to their importance as 
commercial towns.  Itwas true that, in the 
bill reported by the committee, at the extra 
session of Congress in September, no provision 
was made for this addition to.the existing officers 
of the Treasury Department. - The duties now 
proposed to be assigned to these new officers, were, 
by that bill, devolved upon the respective collec- 
tors of the customs at the places named; but it was 
then stated to the Senate by himself, in his place, that 
this and many other matters of detail were purposely 
omitted, that the bill then reported might be made 
assimple as possible, and embody. the great princi- 
ples intended to be secured by it; knowing, as the 
committee did know, the strong desire and deter- 
mination of both Houses of Congress to limit that 
session within the shortest possible period which 
the public business would allow. -They believed 
that these details, including as well the provisions 
of the sections before noticed, as the one now 
under discussion, and others which follow, would 
be calenlated to protract discussion, delay action, 
and thus, either extend the session, or prevent the 
final passege of the bill. . They were then con- 
vinced that the recommendations of the President 
and Secretary of the Treasury, as tọ the appoint- 
ment of these additional officers, would have to be 
carried out, but, in the then almost suspended 
state of our foreign trade, they did not believe that 
the operations of the Treasury would suffer for the 
want of them during the very short vacation which 
was to intervene between that and the present ses- 
sion of Congress; and it was then intimated that the 
defects in that bill could be supplied now. 

“The inquiries which the committee have since 
made, not only at the Treasury Department, but at 
some of the places named, have proved to their en- 
tire satisfaction that this addition of officers will be 
required; that the collectors of the customs at these 
places, or certainly at some of them, are already 
charged with more onerous anid responsible duties: 
than any one man, whatever may be his industry 


| and capacity for business, can well discharge; and H 


“cannot vary very materially: dr 


- supposes that the receipts and-di 


petent business man; and will any op 


that, at the port of New-York at least, those duti 
would. justly bear division, ‘were it not Yt 
their nature and character; they cannot pe 


The same must be nearly thetrnth 


and St. Lonis. = The’ Secretary: 


money ordinarily collected and'd 
these points, will oceupy ‘the fall. time 


duties so onérous and-so. responsible can be added 
to those at present to be performed by the'collectors’ 
of the customs? Will any one desife that such-du- 
ties and ‘responsibilities should be “confided: toa 
mere clerk in the office of the collector?’ He thought 
not. ‘Then the provision, or‘some one of a similar 
character, was indispensable, “and ‘its “rejection 


‘would endanger the safety of the public money, em- 


barrass the operations of the Treasury, and put in 
jeopardy, if ñot defeat, the sucéessful action of the 
whole system. ; a The ae 

The sixth section of the bill was, in substance, 
the first section of the bill reported by, the commit- 
tee at the extra session; the only alterctions being 
those required to make it conform to the provisions 
which were before it, and which he had already no- 
ticed. “It declared what officers of the Government 
should be depositaries, embracing, in addition to 
those named in .the. former sections, collectors of 
the customs, receivers of public money at the land 
offices, postmasters, and some other classes; and 
assigned generally the duties to be performed by 


‘them’ in this capacity. © è 


He would now pass to section ten, which requir- 
ed but a single remark. It conferred a general 
power upon the Secretary of the Treasury to trans- 
fer the money in the hands of any depositary to the 
custody and keeping of any other depositary, as 
occasion might require. This provision was neces- 
sary, as well to give the Department control ‘over 
its own affairs, as to enable it to consult the safety 
of the public money, and the calls of the public 
service. If money accumulate, at any given point, 
to an amount which, from the smallness of the offi- 
cer’s bond, or from any other cause, the’ Secretary 
shali have reason to fear is, or may be, unsafe, he 
should be authorized to transfer it, or any portion 
of it, to a place of safety. If money accumulate at 
points where it is not wanted for disbursement; he 
should have the same authority to transfér it to a 
point where it is so wanted: Ifa depositary be lo- 
cated ata place remote from any bank, and any 
office of safe-keeping, similar authority will be re- 
quired to transfer his collections’ for -deposite. 
These, and many other occasions, will arise for the 
exercise of this power to make transfers... i 

The twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth sections 
contained provisions to authorize special deposites 
of public money. for. safe-keeping, at all places 
where there was no office for the safe-keeping be- 
longing to the Government. The only parts of the 
sections which it would be material for him to.no- 
tice, were those which defined the character of the 
deposites. They are made strictly special, and.a 
broad discretion is given to the Secretary of the 
Treasury as to the measures he will adopt to secure 
to them that character: In ¢ase he shall think it 
wise to do-so, he is authorized to provide iron 
safes to be placed in the vaults of the banks, for 


- the exclusive keeping of the public money, and se 


constructed that they may be under the joint con- 
trol of the bank and the depositing officer, so that 
neither can gain access tothe money without the 
consent ad aid of the other. A further condition 
is, that nothing but. gold and silver, and paper 
issued upon the authority of the United States, and 
made, by law, receivable in payment of the public 
dues, shall be offered. for deposite by the deposita- 
ries, or received on deposite by the banks. It is 
farther provided, that all deposites shall be carried 
upon the books of the bank to the credit of the offi- 
cer making the deposite, and not to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States ;. that neither the 
Treasurer, nor the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
draw upon the bank for disbursements or transfera, 
and that the. money deposited shall not be with. 
drawn from the bank, by the officer to whos 


eredit it stands, without an order from the Secreta 


tary of the Treasury for the payment. A commis 
sion upor the money deposited is proposed to b 
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allowed to the banks for their trouble and risk, bat f in its vaults, while the ereditors of neither can avail- 


as the committee had no information as to the rate 
of commission which it would be safe for Congress 
to fix as a maximum, and not incur the danger of so 
limiting this compensation as to induce the banks 
to refuse the deposites altogether, they have reported 
the bill in blank in this respect. © ~ 2. - 

These provisions, it would be seen, were very 
close; and it had been suggested, as well by some 
of the friends, as by the opponents of the bill, that 
they were so close as to render it possible, if, not 
probable, that the banking institutions would reject 


them on that account, upon the ground that they . 


carried upon their face a distrust of the solvency 
and responsibility of the institutions, or of the inte- 
grity of their officers and managers, or both: He 
would detain the Senate a few moments to exa- 


mine these objections; and, first, if he understood: 


the matter, and the law of the case, the idea of 
distrust as to the solvency and responsibility of the 
banks, arising from these provisions, Seemed to him 
to be a forced and unnatural inference. If such an 
idea could grow out of any part of them, it must 
be that part giving to the Secretary of the Treasury 
a discretion to furnish safes for the exclusive keep- 
ing of the public money, to be under the joint 
control of the bank and an officer of the Govern- 
ment. This would constitute the deposite entirely 
Special; and, as he understood the law, the bank 
would not be responsible for such a deposite beyond 
the obligation of ordinary care and vigilance in its 
safe-keeping. {n the incidents of property, respon- 
sibility, and risk, there was scarcely a resemblance 
between a deposite of this character, and a general, 
open deposite. In the latter, the property is 
changed the moment the deposite is made. The 
money becomes the absolute property of the banit 
as much as its own capital, and the Government 
receives its credit, or promise to pay, in its certifi- 
cate of deposite, in exchange for the money, No 
malter, then, how the money be lost, if it be lost, 
the indebtedness of the institution upon its certifi- 
cate is not changed thereby, nor can it be dis- 
charged by any act of the debtor other than pay- 
ment. In such deposites, therefore, the solvency 
and responsibilily of the bank becomes the first 
subject of inquiry and examination for the deposi- 
tor. Not so in cases of special deposite. There 
the property is not changed; the specific thing depo- 
sited remains the property of the depositor, If itbe 
money, it would be a violation of the law, and rules 
of the deposite, for the bank to exchange it, for any 
purpose, for the same amount of money of an ex- 
actly similar character. It is the identity of the 
article, and the property in it, which gives it the 
charactér of a special deposite; and if that article 
be converted by the bank, although instantly re- 
placed by an exactly similar article in every respect, 
the identity and property are both gone, and the 
eption of the depositor alone must determine 
whether his indemnity shall be the responsibility of 
the institution or the article tendered in exchange. 
Hence the different liabilities of the bank jn the 
two case». In the first, it purchases the money 
with its credit, and thus contracts a debt which it 
îs unconditionally lable to pay; in the second, it 
derives no property from the depasite, and is a 
simple bailee, with or without compensation, as its 
contract of depusite shall determine; but, in either 
case, only liable in case of want of ordinary care 
and vigilance in the safe-keeping of the thing en- 
trosted to its keeping. 

In the provisions for the special deposites provi- 
ded for, therefore, the Government only proposes to 
hire the security. of the vadlts and safes of the 
banks, for the keeping of its money, and the ordi- 
nary care and vigilance of its officers, in guarding 
ft while there. Beyond these, it has nothing to do 
with the capital, solvency, or responsibility of the 
institutions. How, then, can jt be supposed that 
the provisions are intended to carry distrust upon 
their face against the solvency and responsibility 
ofthe banks? Ifthe vaults be safe, and the inte- 
grity of the officers, their vigilance and care, tried 


and known, an insolvent bank is as safe a place . 


for a special deposite as a solvent one; a bank ua- 
able to pay its debts, as a bank abundant in its 
means beyond its liabilities. Either can keep as 
şafely and faithfully the property of another, placed 


be, without the a 


themseives of a special deposite, whatever it may 
sent and aid of the officers of the 


institation. How unnecessary, therefore, to de- 


clare distrust upon the face of a law, when almost . 


all interest in the just grounds for that feeling is 
‘put atrest by the nature and character of the depo- 
sile to be made? . And how unnatural to infer such 
distrust from language which does not necessarily 
convey it, when the character of the contract pro- 
posed to he made does not require the inference. 

It was further alleged that the provisions convey- 
ed imputation against the integrity of the officers 
and managers of tne banks, and that, therefore, 
they would not contract with the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury for the deposites proposed. Was this a 


fair construction of the provisions of the bill? 


Was it an improper or ungenerous distrust of the 
integrity of those who had the management of these 
institutions, and the care and custody of the pro- 
perty placed in their charge, to set guards over their 
conduct? What did the bill propose in reference to 
the officers who were to be entrusted with the safe- 
keeping of the public money? They were required, 
not only to give bonds for the faithful perfor- 
mance of their trust, but a breach of that trast, in 
the use of the money, for investments, loans, or in, 
auy other manner whatsoever, was declared a 
crime which should subject the perpetrator to in- 
dictment and infamous punishment; to protracted 
personal imprisonment, and to a fine equal to the 
money embezzled; and, consequently, to perpetual 
disgrace and infamy. Was this a suggestion, 


upon the face of these provisions, of distrust of 


the honesty and integrity of these oflicers? Was 
every honest and honorable citizen of the country 
bound to reject these offices, when tendered to 
them, because the law under which ‘they must act, 
in providing penalties for their misconduct, or 
guards against it, conveyed to the public a distrast 
of their integrity? Had any statesman ever svp- 
posed that, in naming penallics and punishments in 
a law for violations of official duty or official trust, 
he was drawing out imputations against the inte- 
grity and trustworthiness of the officers who were 
to hold places under it? He could not so sup- 
pose. He could not subscribe to this doctrine; and 
he would ask if incorporations, incorporeal ex- 
istences, were to be treated more delicately, in our 
legislation, than that class of citizens who would 
be selected by the President, and approved by the 
Senate, for high and respunsible public trests? All 
must answer no; and, so answering, all must concede 
that there was no foundation for this objection to 
the provisions. Incorporations could not be sub- 
jected to indictment and punishment, as there was 
no real person upon whom the punishment could 
be inflicted. This check could not be imposed upon 
their officers and agents, because it would be im- 
possible to determine who was guilty in form only, 
and who in fact, when ‘every act must be that of 
an agent who may have no discretion. - If, then, 
physical restraints are interposed as to these insti- 
Intions, to accomplish the ends which are reached 
by penal enactments in the case of natural per- 
sons, is the offence to delicacy of feeling, the af- 
front to honor or integrity, greater in the former 
case than in the latter? He could not see that it 
was; and he must think that both of these objections 
displayed a degree of over-wrought sensibility to- 
wards tie banking institutions of the country which 
their sagacious managers would see should not 
govern their conduct, 

There wasa single other view of this subject 


which he must present, and he would pass on to- 


other provisions of the bill. It was the intention 
of the committee, who drew and reported the bill, 
to make these deposites strictly special; to prevent 
the banks from any use of the money deposited; 
and he believed the provisions to which he had re- 
ferred, if faithfully executed, weuld accomplish 
that intention. If the banks should receive the 
money, under this understanding, and with an in- 
tention on their part to carry it ont ia good faith, 
what would be their true interest in this matter? 
Would it not bo to have their power to use the 
money placed beyond question? To have physical 
disabilities interposed between them and that por- 
tion of the public. treasure committed to their 
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charge? Observation and experience must, al- 
ready, have taught. themthat the distrustfuleye of 
public. opinion follows the public treasure, and, un~ 
less lhe most efficient guards are ‘provided by the 


' Government, and assented to by ihe’ banks, will 


not the most injurious : suspicions. ofa “breach ‘of 
their trustbe likely to rest upon them?. Ought they: 
not, for their own indemnity, to desire that the use- 
of these moneys should be placed beyond their 
power?’ And will. they not have some just reason 
to apprehend that objections on their part may give . 
rise to suspicions as to their disposition faithfully 
to execute the trust in conformity with its inten- 
tions? a : 

' The fifteenth and sixteenth sections provided 


„checks upon the various depositaries constituted by 


the bill. The first authorized the Secretary of the 

Treasury to appoint special ‘agents, whenever he 

may find it necessary, to inspect the books, ac- 

counts, money on hand, and other business. of any 

depositary. The principal object.of this section, 

as he understood that object, was to enable the Se- 
cretary, whenever the returns of the oficer, in- 
formation communicated by third persons, or any 
other information, should authorize a suspicion 
that all was not right with any: one of the officers 
entrusted with the safe-keeping of public money, 
to appoint some competent citizen, as a special 
agent, to present himself, unexpectedly, with autho- 
rity to examine the official transactions of the offi- 

cer, to detect and correct error, if ertor should ‘be 
found to exist; to expose fraud and bring the of- 
cer to punishment, in case dishonesty should be de- 
tected; and to justify innocenGe, if suspected with- 
out foundation. It was true, the section made 
these examinations compulsory, at long intervals 
of one year, in cases where the amounts collected 
usually exceeded a just proportion to the amount 
secured by the bond of the officer; but this. part of 
the section he considered of much. less importance 

than that he had before noticed. He considered 

its principal utility to exist in the authority’ to ap- 
point an agent unknown to the officer, and who 

might come upon him in an unprepared state. If 
the agent were to be one permanently appointed, . 
and publicly Known, One whom the officer might 

watch and guard himself against, he should con- 

sider it not worth retaining. He was aware that, 
in its present shape, it was objectionable to some of 
the friends of the bill; and, with this exposition, he 
submitted its adoption or rejection to the sense of 
the Senate. It was an exact transcript of a sec- 
tion contained in the bill which passed the body at- 
the extra session, and as it was inserted upon the 

suggestion of the head of the Treasury Depart- 

ment, he presimed the suggestion had proceeded 
from a similar provision contained. in the laws 
which regulate the Post Office Department, and 

which had been of great use in detecting frauds 
connected ‘with the extended operations of that 

Department; but should it be thought that such a 
provision would not be beneficial, as connected with 
this bill, he shontd not consider its removal as ma- 
terially marring the system intended to be consti- 

tuted. 

The sixteenth section made it the duty of the 
surveyors of the customs, naval officers, registers - 
of the land offices, directors of the mints, and 
some other oificers, at the expiration of each qnar- 
ter, to examine into, and report to the Secretary cf 
the Treasury, the state of the accounts, and money 
on hand, of the depositaries in their districts, or 
immediate connection, These were checks ob- 
tained through the- instrumentality of existing offi- 
cers; were wholly without expense to the public; 
would evidently be of material service, as giarils 
upon the cepositaries, and as contributing to a uni- 
formity and system in the keeping of. the accounts 
of those officers, and he presumed would meet with 
no objection from any quarter. : 

He would pass now to the twentieth section 
which required every officer, charged with the keep- 
ing of public money, to keep an accurate account 
of the kinds of money received and paid out; the ` 
object of which was to prevent these officers, with- 


“oul detection, from receiving and paying out to the 


public creditors a depreciated currency, and algo ~ 
from making exchanges of the currency received, - 


| in a manner which should be injurious to the pub: 
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lic interests, or to the rights of those who might 
receive payments from the officer, of demands against 
the Government. The same section also declares 
that any use of the money in his hands by any de- 
positary, by way of investment in any kind of pro- 
perty or merchandise, or of Joan, with, or with- 
out interest, or in any way whatsoever, shall bea 
high misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted 
thereof, shall be imprisoned for, a term of not less 
than two,nor more five years, and shall pay a 
fine equal'to the amount of the money so used. 
He believed this wasa new feature in the legisla- 
tion of Congress. He had not found any case where 
a law imposed criminal punishment for the misuse 
or misapplication of money by a public officer; 
but still he believed the provision sound in princi- 
ple, and that.it would -prove salutary in practice. 
He had examined very superficially the jegislation 
of other countries upon this point, and he found 
that many of the nations of Europe, from which we 
had copied most of our public laws, made this act 
a felony, with much more severe punishment than 
is here proposed. He’ had. heard no objec- 
tion against this feature of the bill from any 
quarter of the House, and he hoped there would be 
none. 


The twenty-first section might not be considered 
by some as peculiarly appropriate to this biil; bar 
he trusted to be able to satisfy the Senate that it 
connected itself with iis provisions in a very. im- 
portant manner, and ought to form a part of it. 
The section made it the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, when there should be an amount 
upon deposite to the credit of the Treasurer beyond 
the sum of four millions of dollars, to invest such 
surplus in stocks of the United States, or of some 
one of the States, bearing an interest, and trans- 
ferrable at the pleasure of the helder, by delivery or 

_ assignment; but it prohibited the Secretary from 
becoming a subscriber to, or purchaser of, any new 
stocks about to be issued by any State, and thus 
prevented him from holding out any inducement to 
any State to issue stocks with a view to these in- 
vestments. Jt also directed him, whenever the 
money in the ‘Treasury, or standing to the credit of 
the Treasurer with the several depositaries, should 
be less than four millions, to sellso much of the 
stocks, in which any surplus should have been in- 
vested, as would keep the money in the ‘Treasury 
at that amount, or as his information might sausty 
him the wants of the Treasury would require. 


Provisions of the character contained in this seg- 
tion were not new to the Senate. They had been, 
upon a former occasion, introduced there by Stns- 
self, asa mean of disposing, in the most safe and 
profitable manner to the Treasury, and in the way 
he thought would prove most convenient to the bu- 
siness interests of the community, of a large sur- 
plus of public money on deposite in the banks. A 
different disposition of that subject seemed prefera- 
ble tu the Senate, and the provisions for invest- 
ment did not meet with favor. He entertained a 
strong hope that their natural connection with this 
vill, and with the salutary workings of the system 
for the management of the public finances pro- 
vided for by it, would g ve to it a different reception 
at tye present time. 

It was found that the wide-spread operations of 
the Treasury required about four millions of dol- 
lars constantly on hand, including the amounts in 
transitu, and the million, or thereabouts, constant- 
ly employed at the mints, but that accumulations 
beyond that sum were, at all ordinary periods, ac- 
cumulations to be kept, not acted upon, for the ume 
being. To avoid, then, the risks of kecping, which 


formed a materialobjection with those who oppose: | 


the biil, and to avoid accumulations of money to 
be locked up from use, which formed another and 
much more weighty objection against the system 
in the arguments of those who had hitherto opposed 
it, these provisions were made a part of the bill 
itself, and he must suppose that these considera- 
tions would, at this time, and in this connection, 
render them acceptable to many, who, upen their 
introduction on the former occasion alluded lo, 
could not yield themsupport. He mast confidently 
believe that, to those whose minds tad been influ- 
enced by the objections he had repeated, they 


would constitute a positive merit, as a part of a bill 
otherwise, in their estimation, defective. i 
`There was another aspect in which he, wished to 
present.these provisions. The constant experience 
of the Treasury Department, since the final -extin- 
guishment of the national debt, had shown the ne- 


- cessity of some elastic provision in our legislation 


upon the subject of the public revenue and expendi- 
tures, which would accommodate itself to the va- 
ried conditions of the Treasury, or, father, which 
would enable the head of the Treasury Department 
xo lo manage the national finances, as that the 
Treasury may be at all limes prepared to meet the 
calls upon it, and that an amount of money should 
at no time be hoarded therein, to the injury of the 
business of the country or its citizens. During the 
existence of the public debt, the provisions of law, 
and appropriations of money connected with it, 
furnished this regulator for the state of the Trea- 
sury. The applications of money upon the debt 


7 were at all times governed by.the surplus of reve- 


nue over the expenditures, while all the unexpended 
halances of appropriations, afler a limited period, 
passed to the sinking fund, and were absorbed in 
the debt. A troublesome surplus of revenue, thers- 
fore, could néver exist, while that application re- 
mained open. On the other hand, as the appropri- 
ations for the year were carefully provided for be- 
fore any application upon the debt, it was scarcely 
possible. that any contingency, not foreseen during 
the regular annual sessions of Congress could occur, 
to disenable the Treasury to meet the demands 
upon it, arismg under the current appropriation 
bills. The amount of revenue intended for appli- 
cation upon the debt would always be sufficient to 
meet any disappointment in the accruing receipts 
into the Treasury. That time, however, had now 
pas. The debt was paid; and, from the necessity 
of the case, and the state of the legislation of Con- 
gress, experiments had been made to measure the 
actual appropriations by the estimated revenue, and 
to make them come outeven. For the first few 


years of this trial, from a state of circumstances 


notat the time sufficiently considered, but now 
cicarly and properly estimated, the revenue got 
largely the better of the appropriaticns. ‘This gave 
rise to the bill directing a deposite of the surplus 
with the States; and again the actual appropriations 
and the estimated revenue were attempted to be 
equally measured. A revulsion in the wade, and 
business, and banking, of the country came: the an- 
ticipated revenue was cut short, and that portion of 
it which rested upon credits, could not be realized. 
Indeed, the very money on deposiie in tae banks, 
to the eredit of the Treasurer, could not be com- 
mandeg, and, comparatively, the whole anticipated 
means of the Treasury were either not realized, or 
placed beyond its control. Sull the appropriations 
were in force, the expenditures were going on un- 
der them, and could not be arrested, and a special 
convocation of Congress became necessary, to pre- 
serye the faith of the Government, and enable the 
public Treasury to meet the just demands. upon it. 
What followed was fresh in the recollection of the 
Senate and the country; and he would not consume 
ihe time by a repetition of the measures of relief to 
the country and the Treasury; adopted at that ses- 
sion. 

He had mentioned these facts to show the neces- 
sity of some provision to guard against these disap- 
pointments in the accruing revenue, as well as. to 
prevent the evil of a hoarding of money, when the 
revenue should overreach the appropriations. In 
either sense, he considered the provisions of the sec- 
tion of the Brst importance, and he entreated Sena- 
ters not to suffer past recollections to prejudice their 
minds, but to examine these facts; to permit our 
late experience to have its due weight; to reflect 
how frequently similar disappointments, as to the 
revenue, might be experienced—how often surplus 
ameunts of revenue might alarm the public mind, 
as to the safety of the public treasure; and then to 
decide upon the adoption or rejection of the sec- 
ton. 

The only remaining section which he would no- 
ti-e, as connected with the first great object of the 
bill, was the twenty-seventh. This section autho- 
ri zes the Treasurer of the United States to receive, 
at the Treasury, and at such other places as he 


shall designate,. payments of money, in advance, 
fcr the purchase of public-lands, and to givea re- 
c.ipt for each payment, which shall be current at 
any of the land offices, at any. public or private sale 
of lands. Since the bill had-been. reported; he had 
become convinced that this section-was.tod loosely 
drawn, and required to be amended: These re- 
csipis might be taken and treated as negotiable: pa~ 


“per, and might, as the section now stood,. be. given 


11 aform which would make them so upon their 
fice. This would subject the bill to the imputation 
<f authorizing the emission of a paper currency, 
tased upon the public lands; a thing by -no means 
jatended by himself, and he was sure not by any 
niember of the committee who assentéd to the re- 
yort of the bill. He had, therefore, prepared an 
amendment, declaring that the receipts tobe given by 
the Treasurer, pursuant to the provisions of the 
rection, should not be negotiable. or transferrable, 
by assignment, or delivery, or in any other manner 
whatsoever; but that every such receipt should be 
prevented at the land office by, or for, the person 
to whom it was given, as shown upon its face. In 
this shape he hoped the section would not be ob- 
jectionable upon the ground above stated, while he 
thought it would be apparent that its general provi- 
sion would be. of greai convenience to those pur- 
chasers, of the public lands who were to emigrate 
from the old States, and to. carry with them the 
means to make their purchases, . lt would save 
them from the trouble and risk of transporting mo- 
ney of any description, and also from the danger of 
taking, to so distant a portion of the’country, a 
currency which would not answer their purpose 
when there. It was not apprehended that the 
Treasurer would be called upon to select many 
points as places where these payments might he 
made. Perhaps the points at which it was proposed 
to keep offices for the deposite of the public money 
would be sufficient, and perhaps a few other prin- 
cipal places might be selected with increased con- 
venience to the public. A certificate of the depo- 
site of the money at any designated point, trans- 
mitted to the Treasurer, would command the re- 
quired receipt from him, as well as the actual pay- 
ment of the money at the Treasury itself; and as 
this could be done through the mail, the party making 
the payment would be saved ‘the expense of a jour- 
ney to the ‘Treasurer’s office in this city. 

A further and material advantage to the bank~ 
ing institutions, he was assured, would be derived 
from the adoption of this section. The noies of 
specie payiug banks are now authorized to be re- 
ceived for all payments, except for lands, and if this 
bill passed, would be receivable, as well for lands 
as other public dues, to a greater or less extent, 
for six or seven years yet to come. Sulla citizen 
of the old States, about to emigrate to the new, and 
having the money for the purchase of his lands in 
the notes of specie paying banks of the old States, 
would not venture to take those notes as the means 
of payment, because there would be a danger that 
the land officer, to whom he might wish to make 
payment, would not receive the notes of even specie. 
paying banksso remote from the place where alone 
they could be converted into specie. The emi- 
grant would be compelled, therefore, to present 
the notes, convert them himself, and take the 
specie as his means of payment, unless the pro- 
vision now proposed, or some one ofa similar cha- 
racter, should enable him to make the payment 
before his journey is commenced. The experience 
of the past had proved. that this was the course pur- 
sued by the emigrants, towards the banks in the 
vicinty of their former residences, aud’ pursued 
from compulsion; but he had been informed that 
during the short period, in the summer of 1836, 
when payments for lands were actually received. 
at the office of the Treasurer in this-city, large 
amounts were paid and received, and that the 
banks here, and in the adjoining States of Virginia 
and Maryland, experienced sensible and material 
relief from the practice. ° 

Fle would here close his examination of the first 
class of the provisions of the bill, and give a very 
brief atlention of the second: those relating to the 
proposed change in the currency to be received in 
payment of the public dues. 


The principal and controlling provision pon 
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‘this:subject was to be found in the twenty-third sec- 
tioti of the bill. The section was long, and con- 
* tained much detail, but the principle adopted. by it 
was simple and intelligible; -it was merely a gra- 
dual change, from the currency of specie paying 
bank notes, to the legal currency of the country. 
The change was to commence after the close of. the 
present year, and was to cover the full périod of 
six years, making the change: applicable to- one- 
sixth part of the accruing revenue of each, be- 
yond that of the next preceding year. He could 
most easily make the Senate acquainted with this 
section, by saying that it was, in substance and 


principle, the provision offered by the honorable. 


Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,) by 
way of amendment to the bill reported by the com- 
mittee to the Senate, at the extra session, in Sep- 
tember last. The only material change made by 
the committee, had been to extend the gradation of 
the change in the currency from fourths to sixths, 
so as to reqnire six instead of four years to make 
the change entire. The section might. not be drawn 

- in the same words used by ihat Senator in his 
amendment, but, with the exception just named, 
the substance was identical. 

This was a feature of the bill which former ex- 
perience assured him would be more strongly con- 
tested, perhaps, than any other of its provisions. 
It would be recollected by the Senate that, at the 
extra session, the committee had incorporated into 
their bill no provision in reference to the currency 
in which the public dues should be received, and 
that their opinion had been then expressed to the 
body, that it would be most expedient. to legislate 

_ upon each of these great points separately, and by 
separate bills. A different opinion was strongly 
expressed at the time by several Senators, and dif- 
ferent amendments touching this subject of the 
currency were early offered to the bill which the 
‘committee did report. After full debate, and by 
deliberate votes, the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from South Carolina was adopted, and 
madea part of the bill. Under these circumstances, 
the committee had felt constrained, in making 
their report at this session, to include this provision 
in that report, and to make it a part of the same 
measure which should separate the finances of the 
country from the banking interests of the country. 
Hence is the section now found in the bill pre- 
sented by the committec, although it was not a 
part of their former report. Still it presents a 
question of deep interest, of great magnitude, and 
upon which there is great diversity of opinion ard 
great delicacy of feeling, as well throughout the 
country as in this and the other house of Congress. 

It was not his purpose, at this time, to discuss 
the section, except in one aspect, but in that one he 
must make some suggestions. The alarm taken at 
the provision had relation principally to the State 
banks, and it was in reference to the interests of 
those institutions that he proposed the suggestions 
he was about to make. ‘The proposition is, gradu- 
ally, and after the term of some six or seven years, 
to discontinue the receipt of their notes in payment 
of the public dues, although they may be, at the 
time, specie paying banks, and their notes may be 
convertible into specie, at the will of the holder, at 
their banking house, wherever that may be located. 


The objection is, that this rejection of the paper of | 


these banks, on the part of the National Government, 
will so far discredit their circulation generally as to 
cripple their operations, destroy their powers of use- 
fulness in the local sphere of their legitimate opera- 
tions, and finally annihilate them. Is there ground 
for this apprehension? How are the charters of the 
State banks obtained, and for what purposes? Is 
it that the circulation of their notes shall extend 
over the whole Union? Isit that those notes shall 
take with them, wherever they may go, the faith 
and credit of the United States, and be the legal 
currency of the Federal Government at every point 
and place in these twenty-six States? No: no such 
idea ever entered into the mind of any man, who, 
as a member of the Legislature of his State, has 
voted fora local bank charter. The only ground 
upon which those applications are pressed upon the 
State Legislatures is; the accommodation of the 
commerce. and- business in the immediate vicinity 
of the proposed location of the bank. Look at the 
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statisties which are always made a part of the argu- 
ment in favor of a particular State charter. Are 
they the statistics of the Union? No: they are the 


; statistics of the village, or town, or county, em- 


bracing the location of the proposed bank, and they 
are intended. to prove the necessity of the banking 


facilities proposed to be furnished by the charter at ` 


that point. Did any man ever suppose, then, that 
the State Legislatures, to which these applications 
are so constantly and perseveringly addressed, con- 
sidered themselves, in their very liberal grants in 
this way, to be authorizing a currency for the 
whole people cf the United States, and especially 


a standard of enrrency for the Treasury of the - 


United States? No. Such a position would not 
be assumed by any man here, nor would it by any 
man in the country. Where, then, arose the obli- 
gation of this Government to receive the notes of 
these institutions, thus chartered, and for such pur- 
poses, in payment of the public dues? He could 
not see either the obligation or the duty; and cer- 
tainly no one would contend, in case the notes 
were to be received, that they should be kept on 
hand as the money treasure of the whole- people. 
How, then, were they to be disposed of in a man- 
ner to consult the safety of the public funds, in 
case they were to be perpetually received? This 
question admitted of but one answer. They must 
be presented, at short intervals, to the banks which 
issued them, and converted into money, into the 
legal currency of the country. In conformity with 
this manifest principle, the bill provided that these 
notes should not be made matters of deposite, un- 
der the regulations it contains for special deposites 
in banks, It would be folly to deposite, merely 


for safety, the representative of value, in the place. 


of the value itself, where the open option exist- 
ed to constitute the deposite of the one or the other. 
‘Which would, then, be most useful to the State 
banks: to receive their notes as cash at the Treasu- 
ry, and constantly convert them into specie, or gra- 
dually to discontinue that receipt altogether, and 
collect the revenue in the legal currency only? To 
allow them from six to seven years to conform 
themselves, their business, and their conditions, to 
the changed state of things; or to commence im- 
mediately to receive their notes for the public dues, 
so far as those notes are redeemable in specie upon 
demand at their banking-houses, and to present 
them for payment at short intervals and in large 
masses? For himself, he must say he thought 
the provisions of the section in question were more 
mild, and more favorable to the State banks, than 
the alternative he had contemplated. The subject, 
however, was before the Senate. It would be dis- 
cussed by others, who had bestowed more thought 
and more research upon this particular point than 
he had; the merits of the question, in every aspect, 
would be fairly and fully presented, and he would 
content himself with whatever decision should be 
made. Should this proposition not meet with fa- 
vor, he should ask the sense of the Senate upon 
the alternative, and he would not permit himself io 
doubt that the one or the other would be adopted. 

The twenty-fourth section was merely caleu- 
lated to carry out the one which preceded it, by 
making it imperative upon all disbursing officers, 
after the time when the whole revenue should be 
collectable in the legal currency of the United 
States, to make all their disbursements in the same 
currency, upon penalty of dismissal from office, and 
a forfeiture of any compensation which might be 
due to them atthe time of their violation of the 
law. The twenty-fifth section might, perhaps, be 
considered as somewhat connected with those which 


‘have gone before’ it, as it requires the Secretary of 


the Treasury to presciibe the times within which 
the drafts of the Treasurer, drawn upon the 
various depositaries, according to their re- 
spective distances from the seat of Government, 
shall be presented for payment, and after which 
time they shall not be accepted and paid by the de- 
positary, without new directions from the Secreta- 
ty. The object of this section, it will be seen; was to 
prevent these drafts from being made a currency for 
cirenlation, based upon the credit of the Govern- 
meat. Since the suspension of the banks, in May 
last, this use hasbeen made of these drafts, to some 
extent, and it was thought desirable to check the 


7 Senate. 


practice in its inception. ‘The section was. copied 
from a provision of the bill which: passed the Se- 
nate at the extra session, and which was inserted 


_in that bill, as an amendment, by the Senate itself. 


He would relieve the ‘Senate’ arid himself. from 
any further. observations-as -to.the details of the 
bill. He had omitted several-of great importance; 
and among them he.would mention ‘those which 
made provision for the official bonds of the several 
depositaries.. He believed those provisions broad 


‘and ample; and such as were best calculated to,se- 
‘cure the public treasure;.and he thought every Se- 


natol, upon examination, would agree with him in 
this opinion. He'would not attempt to particu- 
larize the other sectioùs which had not been noticed, 
bat would merely remark.that none of them intro- 
duced any new principle into the bill, and that he 
thought all wonld be found to reach the object in- 
tended by them. f Pe ah = 

Such, Mr. President, said Mr. W: ig the system 
which the majority of the Committee ‘on Finance 
have considered it-to be their duty to present to the 
Senate for the safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment, of the public money of the United States. 
This system is strenuously opposed, not by ‘the po- 
litical party uniformly opposed to. the present Ad- 
ministration only, but by some of the respected and 
influential individuals among those who have, 
hitherto, been its friends and ‘supporters. What, 
then, is proposed by those who. cannot give their 
Support to the bill before you? The system of 
State bank deposites seems to be more especially 
urged as the antagonist proposition, and, under the 
impression that there was to rest the present con- 
troversy, so far as distinct propositions of any cha- 
racter would be submitted to the Senate, he pro- 
posed to institute a comparison between the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of each system, as coun- 
nected with the prominent objections which had 
been, heretofore, urged against the provisions of 
the bill. 

First, then, as to the safety of the public money 
under the system proposed by the bill, and under 
the State bank deposite system. ` : 

T'he bill proposes to require ample and sufficient 
bonds and sureties from -all the depositaries consti- 
tuted by it, as one step towards. the safety, of the 
money entrusted to thé keeping of‘those agents. 

ft also proposes to provide vaults and; safes at 
the most important points of collection and dis- 
buisement, in this respect placing itself upon a par 
with banks, so far ag physical securities are con- 
cerned. : 

1t further proposes to adopt the use of the vaults 
and safes of the banks, at all places where those 
Securities are not provided by the Government, 
using the banks for safety simply, by the system of 
special deposites, and not in any. sense as fiscal 
agents of the Treasury. 

These are the guards which the system consti- 
tuted by the bill holds out to the people against the 
loss of their treasure. p 

The State bank deposite system presents the 
capitals of the institutions as security for deposites, 
in the same manner as for all other liabilities of the 
incorporation. : 

It also presents its vaults and safes, constructed 
for its own security, and, it is fair to presume, as 
Securely constructed as those proposed for the Go- 
vernment. i 

It next presents, as we have heretofore practised 
under it, collateral bonds, with sureties, for the due 
and faithful fulfilment of its engagements on the 
part of the bank. 

Thesé are the protections to the publie treasure 
offered by the State bank deposite. system, suppos- 
ing, as he did, that the system, if. continued, was 
to remain upon the plan of open or general depo- 
Sites, as adopted in the deposite bill of 1836. 
Otherwise, as he had shown in a former part of 
his remarks, the capital of the bank would not be 
liable, except for gross negligence in vhe keeping of 
the money placed in its vaults. 

What, then, are ‘the risks under ech system? 

_ Under that proposed by the bill, the only- single 
risk is that of the misconduct and dishonesty of the 
officers to whom the safe-keeping of the money is 
entrusted, and that conduet, in addifion to all other 
legal liabilities, is made a high crime, and punish- 
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able with protracted personal imprisonment. The 
persons to whom this trust is to be confided, are 
such citizns as the President, witha full knowledge 
of the duties, responsibilities, and temptations, shall 
select and nominate to the Senate, and as the Ee- 
nate, upon full examination, shall advise and con- 
sent that the President do appoint and commission 
to execnte the trust. The risk is that these per- 
sons will be dishonest; that they will become in- 
sensible to standing and character; that they will 
violate their faith to their sureties and their conn- 
try; that they will embezzle the public money in 
their hands, and thus subject themselves to infa- 
mous punishinent—to imprisonment with rogues 
and felons for a term of not less than two years. 
One of the risks under the State bank deposite 
system is the same misconduct and dishonesty of 
the officers, agents, and managers, of the banks, 
and they are numerous, and many of them selected 
to perform subordinate duties. Without any impu- 
tation upon the institutions, therefore, or their prin- 
cipal officers, it cannot be unfair to assume that 
many of the persons who must have access to 
their books, accounts, and money, will not be per- 
sons of that standing and character which would 
be required, by all concerned, in the selection and 
appointment of responsible public officers. Fn the 
case of the bank, too, the persons who mast have 
access to the money in its charge are numerous, 
while under the other system the single depositary 
alone has such access. Again, the misconduct 
and dishonesty of the officers and agents of the 
bank are not made criminal and punished as 
crimes. If committed, so far as the Government 
js concerned, they are mere breaches of trust, and 
incur a debt; they Jay the foundation for a suit at 
law to recover the money embezzled. Can it, by 
possibility, be supposed that these risks are equally 
balanced? Ile knew that, upon a former occasion, 
when this same subject was under discussion, we 
had had paraded before us a long and most unplea- 
sant list of defaulting public officers, but it had not 
been stated at what perieds those defaults had 
occurred, or what was their aggregate amount. 
He had never, upon any occasion, examined the 
list with much care, as it was not a matter 
ot entertainment to him to see these evidences 
of unworthiness in those who had sought and 
obtained publie palrenage and vablic trust. He 
had, however, referred to ihe list sufficiently 
to learn thi niis of the defautts recorded 
upon it had happened during the prevalence 
of a system of bank deposites of some seri; 
and he thought it would be found, upon careful 
comparison, that a large majority of them had 
taken place when a national bank, that great secu- 
rity, in the minds of many, against ail peetniany 
evils, was the sole depository of the national treasure. 
The defaulters were mostly disbursing officers pro- 
per, such as paymasters of the army, pursers in ibe 
navy, and the like, or postmasters, who had ne- 
ver, until very recently, been Jegally connected, in 
any way, with the ‘Treasury, or cot rs upon 
the public works. All these ci persi 
except postmasters, must aiways, and under 
system, have the same opportunity ta misappi 
public money; and their defaults, therefore, were 
no more an argument against the system proposed 
by the bill, for the safe-keeping of the publie mo- 
ney; than against any other system which could be 
devised or named. He had already said the 
amount of these defaults had not been stated. He 
did not know the amount, but this he weuld venture 
to affirm, without the fear of contradiction, that the 
whole amount of losses to the Government, from 
the defaulis of public officers, since its organization 
under the Constitution, would be but a fraction of 
the losses which it had sustained trom its connec- 
tion with State banks alone, setting aside the forty 
years of the period when a national bank was the 
sole fiscal agent of the Treasury. Here, therefore, 
the State bank system gained no advantage in the 
argument. He was most happy to be able to say 
that, in comparisen with the vast amounts which 
had been received and disbursed, the losses under 
any system hitherto adopted had been very small; 
and it made him proud ef his country, and of her 
citizens, to state a fact which bad been given to him 
from high authority, since the subject of entrusting 
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the money of the people with their own officers had 
been one of discussion before the country, The 


fact to which he alluded was that the whole dis- - 


bursements of the army, from the year 182], to the 
year 1836, both inclusive, amounting to several 
millions in each year, had been mace through the 
hands of the public officers appointed for that pur- 
pose, and that not one dollar of loss had accru- 
ed to the Government from those appropria- 
tions, during the whole of that period. Ought 
not this fact alone to inspire confidence 
in the trustworthiness of our public servants? It 
seemed to him so: and he must say he could not 
comprehend how it was, after all the experience 
which our former and recent history had afforded, 
that gentlemen of the most unquestioned integrity 
should feel and manifest so much distrust against 
the public officers of the Government—men of ele- 
vated standing and character, and directly accoun- 
table to the people and their representatives, as 
well as to the civil and criminal tribunals of the 
country—and should, at the same time, and in re- 
ference to the same subject, repose such implicit 
and unmoved confidence in the incorporated bank- 
ing institutions of the States, and in their offices 
and managers. Did they believe that the transfer 
of a citizen from private life to a públic office ne- 
cessarily poisoned his integrity, while a similar 
transfer to a situation in a bank rendered him 
worthy of all trust? No. They could not so be- 
lieve. The fact could not be so. The honest nan 
would be honest in either situation.. The dishonest 
man would be honest in neither. He knew that 
public officers sometimes became defaulters; and he 
must be permitted to ask how frequently the public 
sense was startled by announcements, through the 
public press, cf the defaults and embezzlements of 
the most confidential eficers of banks? Al were 
frail anderring men, and some alike in both classes, 
would prove unequal to the resistance which the 
temptations of their situations required; but he 


could not see that either system derived any ad-- 


vantage over ihe other, from this consideration, 
while he did believe that the bill under discussion 


proposed guards against this risk, which would be - 


ound more beneficial ‘in practice than any hith- 
erto known to the legislation of Congress. 

So far as vaults and safes were concerned, he had 
already admitted that cach system possessed equal 
advantages, and from whathad been said, it would 
be seen that,to a very great extent, these securi- 
ties, as applied to both systems, were identically 
the same. 

But there is another, and much more important, 
risk connected with the bank system. It is, that 
all moneys placed with the banks for safe-keeping, 
upon open or general deposite, are necessarily 
subjected to all the hazards which attend the busi- 
x of the banking instinati We have already 
thot the money thus deposited becomesat once 
à that the depositor re- 
exchange for his money, the simple cre- 
stituion. Lf, then, its credit be sub- 
sof the banking business, so 


ù 


ditof the 


to the hazard 


| rons: be the money placed on general deposite with 


it, as that money is merely converted by the depo- 
siter into that credit. By adopting this system, 
therefore, for the safe-keeping of the national trea- 
sure, we embark the money of the people in the 
same boat with the capital of the bank; we subject 
it to al the hazards to which that capital is sub- 
jected, and we substantially agree, so far as our 
reliance is upon the capital of the institatien for 
indemnity, that, if ihe adventure be fortunate, our 
money shall be safe; but thaf, if it be unfortunate, 
the risk and the loss shail be ours. We are not, 
however to be placed in the condition of the own- 
ers of the capital of the bank, We are not to share 
in the profits of a fortunate hazard. Our only 
object is safety for our money; and to gain that, we 
take our share of the risks, without any interest in 
the contemplated profits from them. Who will 
contend that these risks do net fully balance the 
safety we derive as the consideration for incurring 
them? The bank system, then deriyes no advan- 
tage in-the argument from the security afforded us, 
Pits capital, so long as it subjects us te all its, 
risks without any share in ils gaires- 

Let us new balance the account, as far as we 


. account. 


_erections at the twoi points. 


have gone, and see. which system has the advan- 
tage. In the security of vanlis and safes both are 
equal. ‘The security afforded by the capitals of the 
banks is counterbalanced: by: the risks it compels us 
to take, growing out of its banking “operations, 
without any share in the. profits ‘of those: opera- 
tions, if fortunate. This balances ‘this item of the 
An the risk growing out of ‘the’ miscon-. 
duct and dishonesty of officers, mariagers,°and> 
agents, the system proposed by the bill has: a-de-~ 
cided advantage, in the number of persons. to be 
trusted, the standing and character of those who 
have access to the money, and the guards against, 
and punishment of, embezzlement. In the bonds 
and sureties both systems. would be, prima facie, 
equal; but we have been recently told, by a dis- 
tinguished Senator, (Mr. Waasrer,) that the col- 
lateral bonds given by banks are useless paper; 
that they are always signed by officers, directors, 
and stockhelders, of the bank for which they are 
sureties, by persons whose business and fortunes 
are interwoven with the business and fortunes of 
the bank; and that when it fails the sureties. upon 
our bond must fail with it. He hoped this posi- 
tion was not true to its full extent; but he must ad- 
mit that it was likely to be true in a very great de- 
gree, for who would become security for a bank, 


_ but the persons interested in it? These institutions, 


from their hature and character, could neither re- 
ceive nor reciprocate any other friendships than 
those of interest, and therefore they could only look 
to the interested to find sureties for their engage- 
ments. Notso with the public officer. © He‘would 
have no business relations. His official’ duties 
would require his whole time, and whole’ mind. 
The discharge of those duties would call for no 
bank facilities. _His sureties would be friends; 
men wholly disconnected from him in business, 
and whose properties and responsibilities could not 
be affected by his pecuniary disasters, any. farther 
than their liabilities upon his bond should produce 
that effect. The system proposed by the bill,.then, 
derived a material advantage over the bank sys- 
tem, in the safety of the collateral bonds, and thus 
must be admitted, in the settlement of the account, 
to have two advantages over the antagonist sys- 
tem, and to be the safer of the two. < 
Second. ‘He would now carry the comparison 
to. the expenses.of the antagonist systems. > 
And, first, of the expenses under that proposed 
by the bill. They were the erection ofthe two 
offices at Charleston and St. Louis... It had been 
seen, however, that the erection of an office at 
Charleston would be probably avoided; that the 
Government now owned a custom-house at that 
place, and that rooms for an office for the receiver 
general of public moneys there might be procured 
in that building; that the necessary vaults would be 
required to be constructed, and the rooms fitted up 
and prepared for this use, which would be the whole 
expense at that point for erections. The estimate 
of the Department, for these purposes, was two 
thousand dollars. For the expenses of @ site, the 
erection of the necessary building, and the con- 
struction of vaults and safes within it,-at St. Louis, 
the Department supposed an expense of from four 
thousand five hundred to five thousand dollars would 
be incurred. From inquiry made of gentlemen 
intimately and personally acquainted with the 
prices of property and building materials at that 
place, he presumed the expense might be above the 
estimate of the Department. It was said that ihe 
cost of a suitable site, at a proper location within 
the business part of the town, would be some three 
or four thousand dollars at the least. In this event, 
the estimate would be much too low, and it was 
just to the Secretary of the Treasary to say that 
the estimate of the Depariment was accompanied 
with a declaration that no local information was 
possessed, such as was required to approximate 
towards -perfect accuracy. The estimates were 
irom six thousand five hundred to seven thousand 
dollars. He would suppose they weze too low by 
three thousand dollars, and: that an’ expénditure of 
ten thousand dollars would. be incurred for these 
He had been more 
particular and detailed. upon this item of the pro- 
posed expenditures, because he was well artvised 
that the most persevering efforts had been made, 
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and were constantly making, to represent the in- 
tention to- bè to erect palaces, and splendid edifices, 
for these humble offices? He had nọ other answer 
- to give (6 these mistakes than to present the estimates 
of the proper department of the Government—of 
that department which was charged- by. the bill 
with the erection of the buildings not only, but 
with the direction of the plans upon which they 
were to be erected, thus showing, as perfectly as 
mere intention can be shown, the views of the Go- 
vernment as to the scale of extravagance or econo- 
my designed by it in this particular; and to say 
that Congress was the only branch of the Govern- 
meat which could be looked to for the means to 
make any erections whatsoever, and that its appro- 
priations must measure: the expense, and conse- 
quently the extravagance or economy of the execu- 
tors of the law. : 

The next, and only other item of expense, un- 
der the bill, would be the pay of the officers and 
clerks employed. The number of additional off- 
cers whose appointments. were provided for was 
four, and he would assume that their combined 
salaries would notbe less than eight, nor more 
than twelve, thousand dollars. They were to be 
placed in responsible trusts, and ought to be cili- 
zens of elevated standing and tried moral integrity. 
He could not suppose, therefore, that any one 
would wish to assign them salaries of less than 
two thousand dollars each, and he did not think 
that the salary of any one of them should exceed 
three thousand dollars. For the sake of the argu- 
ment, he would call this expense twelve thousand 
dollars. 

It might be necessary to employ from. six to 
twelve additional clerks, under the various provi- 
sions of the bill. Their combined pay might 
amount to from six to ten thousand dollars. He 
thought the estimate, both as to: the: number of 
clerks, and as to the ‘amount of compensation, very 
high. Both, however, were his own, as he had 
asked no estimate from the Department upon this 

oint, and he was willing to assume the highest of 

is suppositions to be the trae standard of expense 
for these two objects. : 

These last are regular annual expenses, and are, 
therefore, to be considered as the constant charge 
upon the public Treasury of the system proposed. 
The cost of the erections is a single expense, which, 
being once incurred and paid, is done with. 

What, then, are the expenses of the State bank 
deposite system? If the deposites are open and 
genera], and the banks have the use of the public 
money as a compensation for their agency, the ex- 
pense is nothing, directly. The use pays for the 
keeping, asit most assuredly should when the mo- 
ney is not, in fact, kept, but used. He should 
have occasion, hewever, very soon, to hint at the 
indirect expenses to the United States of such a 
system of bank deposites. 

But suppose a system of special deposites be es- 
tablished, and the, banks be effectually prohibited 
from the use, for any purpose, of the money of the 
people in their keeping, how then will stand the 
question of expense? A commission upon the 
money deposited must be paid to the bank for its 
trouble and risk. He was wholly unable to say 
what that commission ought to be, or what Con- 
gress would be compelled to make it, to induce the 
banks to accept the trust. He had. found, however, 
from a comparison of various rates of cornmission 
with the ordinary amounts of revenue collected 
under the existing laws, and with the estimate of 
the revenue for the current year, that one-eighth of 
one per cent, would amount to from twenty-five to 
twenty-eight thousand dollars, as the constant and 
current expenses of a special deposite system. 


How, then, stands the comparison? It had been 
seen that the annual expenses of the system pro- 
posed by the bill would, in the payment of officers 
and clerks, vary from fourteen to twenty-two thou- 
sand dollars, and that the last would be the highest 
amount to which those expenditures could rise 
under that system, were Congress to adopt it as re- 
ported by the committee. The expenditures for 
erections might be added, if gentlemen chose, and 
the average made, upon any given number of years, 
which, in the judgment of any member of the Se- 
nate, weuld afford’a fair trial to any financial sys- 
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tem, adapted to the operations of the National Trea- 


that conformation to be made. He could not see, 
therefore, that any system, formed upon the basis 
of special deposites in banks, could, in point of ex- 
pense, possess advantages over the bill under dis- 


‘cussion, He had not forgotten that that bill adopted 


a partial system of special deposites, and that it 
contemplated a payment of a commission to the 
banks, which should keep the public money pursu- 
ant to its provisions; but he assumed that the diffe- 
rence of Amount in the above estimate for the re- 
spective systems, was more than sufficient to cover 
any commissions which a fair execution of the pro- 
visions of the bill would call out of the public Trea- 
sury, to be paid to the banks. ‘The most important 
points in the country, both as to the collection and 
disbursement of the public money, were provided 
for, . independently of the provisions for a special 
deposite. The commissions, therefore, could be 
made applicable to but a mere fraction of the whole 
revenue; and, at any cuntemplated rate, the whole 
amount could never exceed a few thousand dollars. 

He had made a reference to the indirect ex- 
penses of an open and general State bank deposite 
system, where the services and risks of the banks 
were compensated by the use of the public money. 
Need he, at this time, and in the present condition 
of the State banks, and of th2 public funds, define 
his meaning in that reference? Why was the 
special convocation of Congress rendered neces- 
sary in September last? Was it not the suspen- 
sion of the. banks to pay specie for their paper, 
and the consequent inability of the public ‘Treasury 
to obtain from them, in any currency conformable 
to Jaw, the millions of the public money entrusted 
to their safe-keeping, and required for the curent 
expenditures ofthe Government? No one would d ny 
this position. What the expense to the people of 
the United States was, for that single extra session 
of Congress, he had not taken the trouble to in- 
form himself, but this he would venture to assert 
with perfect confidence, that those expenses mere 
than equalled the money required to carry on the 
system of finance, proposed by the bill, for any 
period of ten years. He would not now bring in- 
to notice the losses which might yet be sustained 
before the experiment of the late State bank dep- 
site system Should be finally closed. He did not 
wish to say any thing unfavorable to the eventual 
solvency, and safety, and security of those institu- 
tions. He did not wish to bring any distrust upon 
them. Much less would he repeat, here, the daily 
rumors of that pertion of the public press which 
moststrenuously opposed this measure, of the en- 
tire failure of this and that and the other “pet 
bank;” of the sixty thousand dollars here, 
and forty thousand dollars there, and un- 
untold thousands somewhere else, lost to the peo- 
ple, by this experiment-trying Administration, in 
consequence of the employment of these Siate 
banks as fiscal agents of the public Treasury. 
He hoped and believed these pictures were over- 
drawn; he was content to suppose, for the purpose 
of this argument, that not one dollar was to be 
thus lost, and yet he trusted he had shown that the 
system proposed by the bill, for the management 
of the national finances, was more economical and 
less expensive to the tax-paying public, than cither 
a system of general or special State bank deposites. 

Third. His next point of comparison should be 
the patronage conferred upon the Executive branch 
of the Government by the antagonist systems. ` 

It had been already seen that the system proposed 
by the bill required the appointment of four addi- 
tional officers, with salaries of from two to. three 
thousand dollars. This was a direct increase of 
the Exceutive power and patronage; but when it 
should be recollected how many officers, with equal 
salaries, already existed, and with how much faci- 
lity officers were added to that number, at almost 
every session of Congress, and in almost every one 
of the Executive departments, he must hope that 
no unreasonable alarm would be felt in any quarter 
of the house by this very limited addition to the 
existing number. If they were not to be constitu- 
tionally appointed, or if, being so appointed, duties 


sury, and conforming as strictly to the great mass 
of private and corporate interests in the country, as 
the constitutional powers of Congress would permit . 


ith our-civil and: political institutions, 
then the offices-ought not- tó- be:ereated, or’the du- 
ties assigned, regardless of all consequences which 
the rejection of. the proposition might bring upon 


the country. If, however, the appointments. are to 
be constitutionally made, and ‘the duties: of the 


. officers seem to be necessary to the public service, 


he must be permitted to say that. he. reposed too 
confidently upon the intelligence of. the American 
people, to suppose they world condemn the mea- 
sure, because its details called for such an accession 
of Executive strength to carry out their wishes. He 
would not permit himself so far to. distrust the con- 
fidence of our citizens in the Government of their 
choice, as to believe that they would not feel. per- 
fectly safe in the decisions of Congress as to the 
offices to be created, and in the President and Se- 
nate to select the persons to fill thosé offices. 

Was it, could it be, true, that a greater or safer 
trust was to be placed in local banking incorpora- 
tions, than could be. placed in’ the constituted 
authorities of our Government, as organized under 
the Constitution? Were the tax-paying citizens of 
our Republic afraid to entrust the safe-keeping of 
the national treasure to officers of their own choice, 
and responsible to them and-to.the laws of Con- 
gress, and anxious to confide it lo banks, not 
created by national authority, over which ' no 
branch of the National Government had any. con- 
trol, and in the management of which neither the 
people nor their Government had any voice? He 
did not believe this was the state of public opinion. 
He did not believe that: distrust -towards our 
national authorities had- yet gained this extent. He 
was not ready to admit that banks, such as our 
State banks now are, and with the recent. expe- 
rience of the danger of resting the operations of the 
public Treasury upon them, were more the favorites 
of the people of this country than their own well- 
tried and faithful servants. 

It was not his wish or design, he would repeat 
again, to say any thing unjust or injurious to these 
insututions. Within their proper spheres they were 
convenientand useful, butrecent events had perfectly 
satisfied his mind that they were not the fit keepers 
of the treasure or treasury of a nation; that this 
important incident to national independence ought 
not to be committed to the charge of institutions 
whose interests leaned so strongly towards- hagard- 
ous misapplication of such‘a trust. hae 

Was it, could it have been, conlemplated by 
the framers of our system of Government, that they 
had provided no fit and trustworthy depository of 
the national finances? That banks, incorporations, 
private incorporations, chartered -for private uses, 
owned by private individuals, and managed by 
persons responsible only to the stockholders, must 
be called in to sustain the most delicate trust under 
any Government? That the will of. these institu- 
tions must be consulted as to the terms. upon which 
they would consent to accept the trust; and that all 
the authorities of the country, Congrsss itself. in- 
cluded, must cater with them for terms upon which 
the money ofa free people could be kept and paid 
out, and as to the character of the currency ‘which 
either should be permitted to enjoy? Had proposi- 
tions to this effect been submitted to the convention 
which framed the Constitution, what wouid have 
been their fate? Does any one believe they would 
now have been found in that Constitution which is 
the pride of freemen every where? No: such de- 
pendence upon such aid would have found no coun- 


tenance there. Can it find countenance. in. the. Se- 
nate now? 


Could any one doubt, then, that the people’s 
money should be confided to the people’s servants, 
o their officers, responsible to them and -to. their 
laws? and that the appointment of such and so 
many officers as should be found necessary to per- 
form this trustin a manner safé and convenient to 
the Treasury, and to the people themselves, was 
not only in strict conformity with.the Constitution, 
and the very nature of our civil institutions, but 
an imperious duty upon every Congress? He 
could entertain no doubts upon either point, : 

There was another direct grant of Executive pa- > 
tronage and power under-the bill—the authority to 
appoint the necessary clerks to perfow the the- 


chanical daties required, when. they could not be 
performed by the officers to whose keeping the mo- 
ney was to be entrusted—and it had been seen that 
this might involve the selection and appointment 
of from six to t velve clerks. He would consume 
no time in commenting upon this grant of power; 
the mere statement of the fact should suffice. 

These two were the only direct grants of Execu- 
tive patronage which the bill proposed to make; but 
it seemed to be supposed that the power and influ- 
ence of the Executive was to be immensely and 
dangerously increased over all the officers charged 
with the keeping of any portion of the public mo- 
ney; and this idea formed one of the most weighty 
objections against the system, How, he would ask, 
is this inference derived? Not one cent of addi- 
tional compensation is proposed to be given to any 
one of the existing executive officers, in conse- 
quence of the additional duties imposed upon them 
by this bill. They were all now subject to removal 
from office by the President, at his pleasure. 
Whence, then, was he to derive this increased 
power ver them? Could he command the money 
in thei: hands? No: unless he was ready to com- 
mit a direct infraction of the Constitution, and the 
officer to subject himself to protracted imprison- 
ment and infamous punishment. The bill provides 
that all money, in the hands of every. depositary, 
shall be held as there to the credit of the Treasurer, 
or, in other words, as in the Treasury; and the Con- 
stitution declares that no money shali be taken from 
the Treasury but in conformity to appropriations 
made by law. The bill makes any unlawful use 
of the money, by. the officer in whose charge it is, 
punishable by imprisonment for a term not less 
than two years. To let the Presideat have the 
money would be as criminal, under the law, as to 
let any other citizen of the country have it, and 
detection would be as certain in the one case as the 
other. ‘fhe only difference would be that the Fre- 
sident, if he were to make himself the knowing 
recipient, would subject himself to impeachment for 
the violation of the Constitution and the fraud upon 
the Treasury; whereas the citizen would incur no 
criminal liability whatsoever. "Where, then, is the 
dangerous increase of power given to the Presi- 
dent? Suppose he remove the officer: the money is 
still, in a legal sense, in the Treasury. He gains 
no access to it by the removal,and if he did, he 
could make no use of it without a violation of the 
Constitution. It was easy to see that this system 
would impose great additional responsibility upon 
the President, as he must select all the persons who 
are to be entrusted with public money, and it is his 
duty to see that they all obey, observe, and execute 
the law. He would venture the assertion that no 
honest man who was to hold the office of President, 
consulting merely his personal interests and respon- 
sibilities, separate from his sense of the public 
good, would desire the passage of this law. He 
could see nothing desirable to that officer personally 
to grow out of it, while he could see a fearful load 
of personal responsibility in every feature of the 
system. 

But the officers who were to keep the public mo- 
ney, were also executive officers, and perhaps it 
was here, and not with the President, that this great 
increase of Executive power was apprehended. 
The same inquiries were alike applicable to this 
suggestion. How could the possession of money 
by the officer, which he could only use in pursu- 
ance of appropriations made by law, without sub- 
jecting himself to the severest punishment, increase 
the power and influence of that officer with his 
fellow-citizens? Suppose he should become cor- 
rupt and violate the law. Would not every respec- 
table man whem he should approach, shun and 
avoid him, and could the certainty of detection 
give him time to establish an influence, based upon 
the power of the money embezzled, which wouid 
be dangerous to public liberty? Most certainly 
not. In this, as in the case of the President, the 
responsibility, not the power and influence, of the 
officer would be increased. 

Such was the view he was compelled to take of 
the charge of Executive patronage made against 
tha financia! system proposed by the bill, in its pre- 
sent form; but the imaginations of some had 
carried them beyond the present propositions, and 
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induced them to fear that this was the mere com- 
mencement, the entering wedge, to a multiplica- 
tion of Executive officers, until they should cover 
the whole land, like the locusts of Egypt, and eat 
out the substance of the people. Where was the 
foundation for this apprehension? With whom 
rested the power of increasing officersof any cha- 
racter? Not, certainly, with the Executive. He 
can act in selecting men for office, when the offices 
are created by Congress, and, with certain excep- 
tions, he can remove men from office, at his plea- 
sure; but he can create no office, nor can he multi- 
ply ine number of officers, of any grade or character. 
This, thea, is not an objection against the Execu- 
live, but against the legislative power of the Govern- 
ment; it is an objection which implies distrust, not 
of the President, but of ourselves. And are we 
afraid to trust ourselves in this matter, or do we 
stand in so much fear of those who may succeed 
us in these seais, that we would rather commit the 
finances of the country to incorporated banks, than 
to the present or future representatives of the peo- 
ple and the States? : 

But how stands the objection of Executiye pa- 
tronage, as applied to the State bank deposite sys- 
tem? The first step in this system is the selection 
of some twenty, thirty, or more banks, to do which 
the direct interest of all their officers, directors and 
stockholders, must be addressed, and, when se- 
lected, the same interest is enlisted in whatever 
contract may be made. Here is, al once, an army 
of new persons brought within the reach of Exe- 
cutive power, not, lixe the salary officer, upon stipu- 
lated compensations, but whose interestsare wholly 
dependent upon the extent of the patronage be- 
stowed—upon the amount of money entrusted to 
their charge. Then come up the competitions and 
appliances to obtain a selection, and the induc- 
ment to a vicious Executive to excite hopes ard 
create expectations, throughout the whoie line «f 
banking institutions in all the States. But the sz- 
lections are made, the money deposited and passed 
to the citizens, among the other accommodations < f 
the favored banks. This creates another influence 
far more extended and fearful—the influence cf 
the debtors of the selected banks; for when appre- 
priations are made by law, the executive officers- - 
those who are charged with the execution of the 
law-—miust direct the drafts which are to bring the 
meney from the banks to meet them. Let any 
unprejudiced mind compare the influences here 
embodied with the Executive patronage conferred 
by the bill under discussion, and can the decision be 
in favor of the bank system, in this respect? 

But there is another view of this matter. He had 
shown that, under the system proposed by the bill, 
the Executive couid not reach the money in the 
hands of the depesitary without subjecting both to 
eondign punishment. How is it here? Suppose 
the Executive corrupt, and the bank willing to be 
corrupted, er the reverse, and what is te hinder his 
obtaining any amountof the pablic money he pleases? 
He takes it not as the money of the people, but as 
the money ef the bank. I: is not; in form, a loan 
from the public money on deposite, but an accom- 
medation in the usual course of banking business; 
and still, before the depositing officer shall have left 
the counter of the institution, the Executive may 
take the money he deposites, and no one is punish- 
abie. The depositing officer himself, any other 
executive officer of the Government, may do the 
same thing, with equal impunity. 

Has the system provided for by the bill, then, any 
thing to fear from a comparison with that of the 
State bank deposite system, as to the dangers of an 
increase of Executive patronage? He could not 
so suppose. 

Fourth. He would now institute a short compari- 
son of what he thought would be the relative ef- 
feets of the two systems upon the State banking in- 
stitutions themselves. 

The system proposed by the bill would necessa- 
rily operate as a check upon the issues and expan- 
sions of those institutions, in either shape in which 
ithad been proposed to passit. If the notes of the 
banks continue to be received in payment of the. 
public dues, and the depositaries are directed, as in 
that case they unquestionably should be, to call 
frequently, and at short intervals, for the balances 


against the banks, and to. demand specie for those 
balances, this must operate as a powerful check 
upon all the banks in the vicinity of those deposi- 
taries where the collections are large. If, gn | the 
other hand, the receipt of the bank notes be gradu- 
ally discontinued in the collection of the. révenne, 
and specie collections substituted, while the change 
will create some demand upon the banks for specie, 
the disbursements of specie by the Government will 
constantly distribute among the people a broader 
and more permanent basis tor the paper circula- 
tion, which the banks. wiil, of course,. continne, 
growing out of their private operations. That the 
demand for specie may, to some extent, diminish 

the profits of banking, is more than probable; but 
if the effect shall be to restrain the issues of the 

banks, to keep upon them a constant sense of the 

necessity of more specie capital to meet-their lia- 

bilities, the operation, as past experience abun- 

dantly proves, wi: be greatly beneficial to the com- 

munity, and will work rather a benefit than an in- 

jury to the in-titutions themselves. ‘In the mean 

time, the di: bursement, by the Government, of the 

specie it receives, cannot fail, not only to give sta~ 

bility and confidence, te some extent, at least,-to 

the general currency, by continuing in active circu- 

lation some portions of the gold and silver upon 

which the whole is based, but must, to the extent of 
the ciiculation, have a tendency to strengthen. the 

banks against sudden pressures, and unfounded 

distrusts, by enabling them, the more easily to arm: 
themselves with coin. : 

What are the tendencies of the opposite system 
upon the banking institutions? Recent experience 
has answered this inquiry more forcibly than it 
was in his power to command language to answer 
it. The effect was to promote fearful expansions 
when large amounts of public money were placed 
upon deposite, and ruinous contractions when the 
necessities or the policy of the Government re- 
quired its payment. The effect was to stimulate 
10 dangerous excesses, not the banks only, but their 
customers also, when money was abundant in the 
Treasury, and to add to the pressure, by heavy 
calls from the Treasury, when there was a scar- 
city. In short, the effect of the latter system upon 
the banks had proved, upon trial, to be unmixed 
evil, while the influences of the former promised to 
be rather favorable than unfavorable. 

Fifth. The- next and most important comparison 
between the two systems, was the influence of each 
upon the Government of the country and its ‘finan- 
ces. The proposed system would place the money 
of the Government, at all times, within the power 
and control of the Government. It would enable 
the Government, at all times, to pay its debts in a 
currency not depreciated, a currency equal to the 
standard of the Constitution and thelaw. It would 
render the Government financially independent, 
and maintain it in that position. Under such a 
system we should no more hear, what we were now 
daily hearing in this hall, that honest citizens had 
been defrauded, by being paid their demands 
against the Treasury in bank paper, which was de- 
preciated, or worthless, and that Congress ought to 
indemnify them for their losses thus occasioned. 
These were some of the benefits. certain to be de- 
rived to the Government from the adoption of the 
system provided for by the bill; but there was 
another, and, in his Judgment, far greater benefit, 
equally certain to fow from its adoption. It 
would exempt the Government from the constant 
and innumerable imputations of injuries to trade, 
to the currency, to credit, to the private affairs of 
individuals and banks, from its financial move- 
ments. Was any person whom he addressed in- 
sensible to the moral and political eviis growing out 
of these complaints? To their strong tendency to 
alienate the feelings of the people from our most 
valuable institutions, and to bring them. to look 
upon all government as a curse and not a blessing; 
as calculated, not for their protection, but destruc- 
tion and roin? He would remind the Senate, very 
briefly, of the course of these complaints for the last 
four years. 

The Government removed the public money 
from one single bank and placed it in several 
others. A clamor followed the act; a panic was 
excited; banks failed, merchants failed, money was 
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. made'scarce, the currency was disturbed, credit re- 
‘ ceived a shock, and, for some four months in suc- 
cession, we heard nothing here but scenes of dis- 
tress, general ruin, and almost famine; and al! ina 
time of as great plenty and abundance, not of the 
necessaries of life only, bni of money, as our coun- 
try had ever witnessed.: The panic passed off, and 
business of every description, and enterprise of 
every character, sprung into inereased life and ac~ 
tivity. The public lands commenced to sell ra- 
pidly, and our revenues became excessive. Then 
came the second complaint, which he proposed to 
„notice; and it was that the whole splendid public 
domain, that rich inheritance from our fathers of 
the Revolution, under the operation of the. “pet 
bank system,” was going or gone; was being ex- 
changed, for what? For “bank rags.” Thatcom- 
Maint lasted us for the most of one session of Con- 
gress, but nothing was done, by legislation. to re- 
medy the evil. The accumulations of revenue 
. had by this time coms to be vast, and this gave 
rise toathird complaint. It was double in its cha- 
racter and contradictory with itself, and yet it enter- 
tained us during a large share of one of our sessions, 
‘and finally produced legislation. It was, to-day, that 
the Government was actually locking up ın the 
banks all the money of the country, while the honest 
“and hard-working citizens were suffering for its 
use. To-morrow, the almost counticss millions 
were loaned by the pet banks to favorites of the 
Executive, and members of the dominant political 
party, to enable them to make speculations in the 
public lands, and in all other descriptions of pro- 
perty, to the injury of fair business men, and the 
ruin of the poor. So far were these compiaints 
carried, inconsistent and contradictory as they were, 
as to make a sensible impression upon the public 
mind, and finally to induce almost all the members 
of this body to vole for the deposite law of 1836, 
which was to dissipate this hoarded fund, and place 
it in safe-keeping with the States. The Secretary 
of the Treasury commenced the necessary mea- 
sures to execute this law, and very soon found that 
the money which had been so injuriously hoarded, 
in our debates here, had been, in fact, rather too 
much dissipated before Congress interfered with it. 
This raised another complaint. ‘Che Secretary 
was wantonly executing the law, because he did 
not like its provisions, He was giving drafts upon 
the banks which had the money, for acceptance 
and payment, as the law required; when, if he 
had given them for transfer merely, the banks 
would not have been injured. During the first part 
of this process, the sale of the public lands con 
tinued at an accelerated pace; and, although Con- 
gress made a strenuous, but fruitless, effort to re- 
medy the evil, the complaint commenced again 
that the public domain was being exchanged for 
irresponsible bank paper. The President took up the 
subject, after Congress left it, and directed the land 
officers to receive nothing but gold and silver in pay- 
ment for lands. This laid the foundation for a new 
and continuing complaint. The payment of the im- 
mense deposites to the States produced the necessity 
for equal collections on the part of the depssite banks 
from their customers. These collections occasioned 
a scarcity of money, and it was the “Specie Circu- 
lar? which had done it. Their foreign debts pressed 
upon the merchants, and the calls upon them from 
the banks disenabled them to pay; but the Specic 
Circular had wrought the mischief, by marching all 
the gold and silver of the country to the West to 
purchase lands. Embarrassments continued to 
increase; extensive failures of merchants and others 
took place; and, finally, in May last, all the banksof 
the country suspended payment. Sill the Govern- 
ment was principally in fault; the Specie Circular 
had taken all the metallic currency to the interior, 
and prevented it from going to Europe to pay our 
foreign debt; and the banks could not pay specie 
until that debt was cancelled. Time passed on. 
The fundsof the Treasury were in the banks, and, 
could not be commanded, and an extra call of 
Congress became necessary to relieve the debtors 
of the Government, and supply the Treasury with 
funds. The banks were complained of, for their 
excesses and impruvidence; and the fault was that 
of the Government, for having placed in their hands 
such immense depesites, to be called for so-sud- 
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denly, and for having checked their excessive issues 
of paper by the Specie Circular. Congress was con- 
vened, and the present President transmitted his 
Message, proposing to end these complaints by an 
entire severance of all business connection between 
he National Treasury and the banking institutions. 
This, at once, changed ihe face of things, and 
showed the President and the Administration hostile 
to the banks; and now, althongh the foreign debt is 
paid, and foreign exchange down to par, the banks 
cannot resume payment for fear of the Govern- 
ment. . ee x 

He would ask, in all candor, and in all sinceri- 


Re f . 
ty, if any history of facts could show, more con- . 


clusively, the impropriety of this connection be- 
tween the finances of the country and the affairs 
of individuals and banking incorporations? If 
there was a man who heard him, who did not see 
and feel the necessiiy of relieving. the. Government 
of his country from these constant and contradic- 
ory complaints? The proposed system will do 
that, and, in his jadgment, that alone would be one 
of the greatest benefits which could be conferred 
upon the nation. 

If such will be the influences upon our finances 
and Government, of the system proposed, what in- 
fluences are to be expected from the State bank 
system? Certainly, to place the money of the peu- 
ple beyond the control of the servants of the peo- 
ple, and within the control of the banks; to disen- 
able the Government to pay its debts, except in a 
depreciated currency, whenever the notes of the 
banks are depreciated; or to abandon its money, 
collected and accumulated in the banks to mect its 
debts, as a resource for that purpose, and to resort 
to its credit to raise the means by which legal pay- 
ments can be made; to render the country, al all 
times, under all circumstances, and in every emer- 
gency, even that of war not excepted, and after the 
money for the public use has been collected from 
the people, financially dependent upon banks, in 
the management of which it has no voice, and over 
which it has no control; to subject the Government 
to all the complaints which have been recapitulated, 
and volumes of others of a like character; in short, 
to subject the ‘I'reasury of the nation to all the 
fluctuations, to which an ordinary banking or 
commercial house is subject; to make it instrumen- 
ial in promoting excesses ia both, and then charge- 
able with all theevils whieh may befall either itself, 
or the banking and mercantile imterests. Should 
he spend the time of the Scnate to prove that these 
were the necessary consequences of the system of 
State bank deposites? In the face of recent and 
severe experience both to the Treasury and to the 
country, would proof of these positions be called fur? 
That experience furnished the clearest and strong- 
est proof, and those whom it had not convinced, it 
was in vain lor him to attemp! to convince, by fact 
or argument. Such, to his mind, were the com- 
parative influences of the two systems upon the 
Government of the country and its finances. 

Sixth. He would extend his comparison to a 
singic other point—the ia lnence of each system upon 
the general currency, and dismiss this part of the 
arenment 

‘The system proposed was clear and certain in 
its action, in this particular. It would secure a 
sound and standard currency for the Natiocal 
Treasury, whether that currency should be gold 
and silver or bank paper, and it would exempt that 
Treasury from the fluctuations of an unregulated 
and varying currency. So far, therefore, as the 
money operations of the Government could influ- 
ence the currency generally, the influence exerted 
by this system must he salutary, as it must be to 
sustain a general currency equal to its own stan- 
dard, Ff tbat carrency should come, in time, to 
be gold and silver only, the system would exer 
another beneficial influence. It would not only 
present a standard of currency worthy of imitation, 
but, to the extent of the whole public disburse- 
ments, it would constantly circulate among the 
people a basis for the paper currency of the State 
banks, and thus aid them in keeping their repre- 
sentation of coin stable and. firm, and equal in 
value to coin itself. Beyond these influences, it 
would leave the people and the States to regulate, 


| federal power, that portion of the gen 


which, by the divisions of power unde: 
falls within their jurisdiction and: is. Y 
subject of their action. “It would then be clear to 
all, if that portion of the currency should sink 
below the standard of currency for the public Trea- 
sury, that wrong existed somewhere in State. legis- 
lation, or in the management of those entrusted: by 
State legislation with the regulation of that cur- 
rency; and the federal authorities. would be free 
from imputation or. suspicion, “add. would stand 
before the whole country holding up the trne’stan- 
dard of currency, and inviting from “the, State au- 
thorities a correction of the errors which should at 
any time disturb or depreciate that portion com- 
mitted to their care. 

How, in this respect, does the opposite system 
act? The State banks are, to much the greatest, if 
not to the entire, extent; private institutions, con- 
trolled by private individuals and private interests, 


and owned in whole, or to the extent of a majority 


of the capital, by private. citizens, as private pro- 
perty. Private gain, then, asa necessary and natu- 
ral consequence of the very constitution of these 
banks, was their principle of government, and, as 
an equally necessary and natural consequence, they 
would keep that portion of the currency which 
they were authorized to furnish for the country, at 
a sound, standard value, when private interest, 
and the prospect of private gain, should so direct, 
and they would suffer it to depreciale by the same 
rale, Give them the national treasure, and permit 
them to subject it to the fluctuations of their inte- 
rest, and can a stable currency. be expected, either 
for the Treasury or the people? . Who are the le- 
gitimate customers of the banks? More particu- 
larly the merchants, Their business =pervades not 
the whole of the own country only, but the whole 
civilized world. The laws of the States of the 
Union, therefore, are regulations much too limited 
for them; and evén the laws and regulations of 
any single Government, as to either trade or cur- 
rency, are but municipal in their character, when 
applied to their operations. Still they themselves 
have Jocal habitations, and the case may well and 
frequently occur, when it is vastly more important 
to them that they should be able to command specie 
to export, in liquidation -of their foreign debts, 
than that our local banks at home should redeem 
their notes in specie. What, in such a condition 
of trade and of the mercantile interest, will always 
be likely to be the condition œf our local banks? Set 
aside the consideration that the merchants may be 
able to control those institutions from the stock 
they hold, and merely assume that they are the 
principal debtors to the banks, and are to continue 
to be their principal customers. Let the argument 
rest here, and give the banks the possession and 
control of the national treasure. “Which interest 
would prevail? Would the Treasury of the coun- 
try be sustained, and the payments to the publie 
creditors be made in specie, or ils equivalent, 
or would the views and wishes of the mérchants be 
consulted, and the currency be made io bend to 
private and corporate interests? Let the experience 
of the last year answer the inquiry. He would 


express his confirmed opinion, that, under such a 


system, the currency of the public Treasury must 
Share all the reverses and fluctuations of foreign 
and domestic trade, and all the hazards of corpo- 
rate banking, as a private interest. ILence the ope- 
rations of the Treasury itself must be suspended, or 
the law of Congress, as to currency, violated, when- 
ever revulsions shall oppress the country, and the 
customers of the banks, or the alternative be re- 
sorted to, as it recently has been, by the national 
authorities, to convoke Congress, relieve the banks 
and the public debtors, and resort to the credit of 
the nation to sustain its Treasury, until the natural 
operations of healthful business shall again restore 
the equilibrium. 

Such, in his mind, were the probable influences’ 
of the. two sysiems upon the general currency of 
the country. - 

He would now proceed to answer a very few of 
the prominent objections made to the bill, and pass 
as rapidly as possible, to his conclusion, "The first 
of these objections which he would notice, was that 


in their own way, and without:the interference of || the system proposed by the bilk was an attack up- 


Jan. 1838. 


25ru Cones 2xp Sess. 


on the State banking institutions, calculated to de- 
stroy their credit and usefulness. This, if true, 
was a grave charge, and therefore required some 
consideration. An attack must be an infringe- 
ment of some vested right, or acourse of treatment 
so manifestly against the.public good as to partake 
of wantonness and immorality, or- a spirit of re- 
venge. Was any right of these institutions pro- 
posed to be infringed upon? Did their charters, 
granted by the States, for fixed and specified pur- 
poses, include among those purposes the safe-kcep- 
ing, or profitable use, of the money of the whole 
country? Was there a provision that they should 
be fiscal agents of the National Treasury, or that 
their credit should be sustained by the money and 
credit of the people of the United States? No. No 
such provision was ever heard of in the charter of 
any State bank. No right of the institutions was, 
then, infringed, by withholding from them both 
the keeping and use of the public money. 

Was any faith, or confidence, due from this Go- 
vernment to the States, or to these institutions of 
their creation, violated by the propused separation? 
The States had chartered banks for particular loca- 
tions, with capilals such as the locations seemed to 
demand, but would any one pretend that, in grant- 
ing these‘charters, the State Legislatures had count- 
ed upon the money in the National. Treasury, or 
the credit of the Federal Government, to sustain 
and make useful the banking institutions to which 
they. were giving life and power, as banks of issue 
and discount? Did any State Legislature ever, by 
word or deed, cause it to be understood, either 
by the people, or the institutions, that banks of 
their creation were mere skeletons, powerless and 
helpless, and that the life and health-giving princi- 
ple wasto be breathed into them by an extension of 
the patronage of the Federal, Government, in the 
shape of a profitable use of its money, and a com- 
mand of its confidence and credit? Never, Had 
the Federal Government, by any act, or expression, 
authorized an expectation of this patronage and 
confidence, except upon conditions which had been 
violated by the banks, and had thus forced a sepa- 
ration between them and the treasure of the coun- 
try? He was aware of no such act or expression. 
The separation exisis, and has been forced upon 
the nation by the banks themselves, and the simple 
question is, shall we renew i? In what sense 
can the decision of that question, however that de- 
cision may be made, be an attack upon the banks? 
The idea was a mistaken one, and the objection, in 
any light in which it ccuid be viewed, was ùn- 
founded and unjust. 

He proposed, however, for the purpose of 
trating the truth of this conclusion, and making it 
yore clear, to call to the minds of Senators a sin- 
gle chapter in our financial history. During forty 
years of the existence of the Government, under 
ihe Federal Constitution, a national bank had been 
in existence, and, he spoke from recollection, but 
he believed the national bank had been, for the 
whole period, the exclusive depository of the pub- 
lic money, and the exclusive fiscal agent of the 
Treasury. He was sure it was so during the 
twenty years’ existence of the last national bank, 
and he thought it was so under the old bank. Then 
the State banks were not depositories of the na- 
tional treasure, nor fiscal agents of the National 
Treasury, and had it ever been asserted that this 
legislation was an attack upon these institutions, 
or that their credit and usefulness were thereby de- 
stroyed? But, again: during the existence of the 
last Bank of the United States the notes of the State 
banks were not disbursed to the public creditors at 
all, and were not receivable in payment of the pub- 
lic dues but at the pleasure of the national bank, 
and then, as every bank bank receives the notes 
of its neighbor institution, to take them out of cir- 
culation, and return them promptly, to be con- 
verted into specie or specie funds. Did these State 
institutions languish and die under this Congression- 
allegislation? Did they not rather take root and fou- 
rish, and become sound, and stable, and useful? Has 
nota large and powerful political party in this coun- 
try ever contended that the checks and restraints, 
exereised by the national bank, during this period, 
over the State institutions, were salutary and pro- 
per? That it wasa great balance wheel, regulating 
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and equalising the movement of the whole complex 


machinery? What is proposed by the bill, but that, 


to the extent of its operations, the National Trea- 
sury shall form the same check and restraint upon 
the local banking institutions? That it shall keep 
the public money independent of them? That it 
shall either not receive their notes in payment of 
the public dues, or receiving, shall. frequently pre- 
sent them for conversion into specie, or specie 
funds? The only difference will be that the Trea- 
sury will not enter into competition with the local 
banks in the business of banking; that it will leave 
that whole field to them, and merely content itself 
with a sound currency for its transactions. Ilow, 
then, is it possible that those who saw such benign 
influences to the local institutions from the whole- 
some restraints of a national bank, should see such 
baneful effects to follow the same influences, when 
flowing from the public Treasury? should see 
there an attack upon the institutions, a prostration 
of their credit, and a total destruction of their use- 


fulness? 


He was aware that the system proposed was 
new, and substantially untried, so far as the legis- 
lation and the practice of our Government was 
concerned; and it would be admitted by all, that, as 
a new measure, it had met the full share of denun- 
ciation to which almost all changes from establish- 
ed custom, almost all reforms, however valuable 
and useful, are destined to meet, when presented in 
the mere shape of propositions for the acceptance 
of the public. ït was not his habit to speak dis- 
respectfully here of the actions orthe motives of any; 
and he certainly did not intend, in the remark he 
was about to make, to express any wantof charity 
towards the course or opinions of any side of the 
Tlouse, cr any individual init. He yielded to all 
that credit for purity of purpose and sincerity of 
intention, which he wished them to award to bim; 
but he mustsay that he had never seen moreactive, 
zealous, and persevering efforts to forestall public 
opinion upon any measure of legislation, than had 
been used towards this, from the appearance of the 
Message of the President, at the extra session, to 
the present hour. He had seen this with the more 
deep regret, becanse some of the most respectable, 
inteiligent, and influential, of these who had been 
friends and supporters of the Administration, and 
who, he trusted, were yet so, were among the most 
They so act 
ed, because they so felt and so thought; and if they 
used efforts to prejudice the billin the public mind, 
it was because they deprecated ifs passage as, in 
their judgments, injurious to the public interests. 

He would entreat them, however, to pause and 
reflect. Experience had tested the imperfections of 
the State bank deposite system, of which they were 
advocates, While experience had dene little to ap- 
prove or condemn the system proposed by the bill. 
It had been in substantial operation since the sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks, in May 
last. It was forced into operation by that saspen- 
sion. It found the currency of the country de- 
ranged, the credit of the country depressed, and the 
business of the country prostrate and at a stand. 
He would not say that these were the consequences 
of the State bank deposite system. He had said 
upon that point all he intended to say; but it was 
mater of history that these disasters had come upon 
the country under the practical operation of thai 
system. What had been the effect of the operation, 
for two-thirds of a year, of the system which it was 
supposed would destroy credit, depress property, 
discourage enterprise and exertion, and send the 
country back to a state of barbarism? Foreign ex- 
changes had been, for some time, down to and 
below par, in our commercial markets; thus afford- 
ing conclusive evidence that our foreign debt had 
been reduced within ordinary limits; domestic ex- 
changes were rapidly approximating a heakhfal 
state, furnishing the same evidence that internal 
trade was gradually and steadily equalizing itself; 
property retained a fair value, and found a steady 
market; credit and confidence were gaining strength; 
and the banks, as a general remark, were recover- 
ing from their late excesses, and. preparing for a 


speedy resumption of specie payments. Sach. 


seemed to be the history of our business prospects. 
ai the present moment. He did not mention these 
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things to ascribe them to the operations of the Na- 
tional Treasury, or to the manner ia which: those 
operations had been conducted since the suspension 
of the banks, but to prove that the practical opera- 
tion of a system for the management .of our 
finances, such as is substantially provided: for by 
the bill, had not had the effect to retard. and defeat 
these great and beneficial business results, nor’ to 
repress the immense energies, and to cripple: the 
vast resources, of our extended country. è 

Surely, then, so far as experience has afforded 
evidence, it offers no canse for discouragement to 
the friends of the measure, acd inasmuch as 
opinions beyond that, whether favorable or unfa- 
vorable, are lite more than conjecture, the op- 
posers of the bill should net demand of us to sur- 
render our favorable judgment, though thus slight- 
ly tested, in favor of a measure which repeated ex- 
periment, both in adversity and in prosperity, has 
proved to be delusive and dangerous. 

The next objection he proposed to notice was, 
that the operations of the bill would be to separate 
the Government from the people, and to secure a 
sound currency for the public officers, and a base 
currency for the country. 

This, again, was a startling objection, and re- 
quired examination. Its first assumption was, that 
the tendency of the measure under. discussion 
weuld be to separate the Government of. the coun- 
try from the people of the country; to elevate the 
former avd depress the latter;.and the second was, 
that the separation would be marked by a difer- 
ence in the value of the currency to be provided for 
and secured to each. Had either of these assump- 
tions any foundation in fact, or even in fair appre- 
hension? E . 

He had already attempted to show, and thought 
he had succeeded in showing, that the financial 
system proposed by the bill was preferable to the 
State bank deposite system in the following re- 
spects, namely: in the safety it afforded to the 
public moneys; in the expenses and risks attending 
its administration; in its salutary influences upon 
the banking institutions themselves; in the limita- 
tions of patronage added to the Executive branch 
of the Government; in the independence it secures 
to the Government financially, and the exemption 
it confers from ifjurious imputations; and in its 
tendency, to the full extent of the operations of the 
National Treasury, and of the exertion of all the 
constitutional power of this Government, to pro- 
duce and maintain a sound and stable currency for 
the whole country. If he had succeeded in esta- 
blishing these positions, would it, couid-it, be said, 
that a system pessessing such advantages was cal- 
culated to produce separation and alienation be- 
tween the people of the country and the Govern- 
ment of their choice? He could not believe it. 

But the objection assumed that this separation 
was to grow out of the different currencies pro- 
duced fer the Government and the people, by the. 
necessary action of the system. That the effect of 
the bill would be, and was intended. to be, to pro- 
duce and maintain a uniform and:sound currency 
for the National Treasury, and for all who might 
have demands upon it, as well the officers of the 
Government as others, was most freely admitted. 
Indeed this was claimed as one of the principal 
merits of the system. But did it follow that, be- 
cause the bill had this tendency, it would therefore 
tend tc debase the general currency of the people? 
Certainly not. No such consequence followed. 
On the contrary, it had been already shown that, so 
far as it should exert any inflence upon the general 
currency, that inflaence must be to raise that cur- 
rency to a level with that secured to the Treasury. 
Tf, then, the people were to have a base currency, 
they were to have if, not in consequence of the bill, 
but in defiance of it; they were to receive it, not 
from the public Treasury, but from. their own 
State banks; not from the evils of the legislation of 
Congress, but from the evils of State legislation. 
Did any one pretend that the bill could exert aa in- 
fluence to debase any portion of the currency upon 
which it had no direct action? He had not -heard 
itso contended, and he felt sure that no such posi- 
tion would be assumed. If the currency npon 
which it did directly act, and the standard of which 
it regulated, were to be base, then it might be well 
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apprehended that its indirect influence would be to 
draw down the general currency to its level; but as 
‘the gist of the complaint is, that the standard of 
currency it assumes for the Government, is higher 
than that of the general currency, so it foliows, bya 
parity of reasoning, that its indirect influence must 
be to raise the general currency to its standard. 

In all this he was constrained most respectfully 
to ask where was the ground of complaint, unless 
gentlemen were ready to take the position that a 
sound, uniform, and.standard currency could not 

` bë sustained in the country, and that, to avoid in- 
vidious distinctions ‘between the Government and 
the people, the National Legislatare, possessing the 
power lo fix the standard of currency, should at 
once adopt a base standard, and thus conform the ` 
currency of the Treasury to that which it might be 
the interest of the local banking institutions to 
maintain. He did-not believe that any advocate 
for such a doctrine was to be found here; but if such 
an one should appear, he had only first to deny the 
position wholly, and to assert that a sound cur- 
rency could be sustained in ‘this country, without 
an infringement ‘upon the powers granted to Con- 
gress by the Constitution, for the means of accom- 
plishing the object; and second, if the position 
should be granted, to deny the inference, and con- 
tend that it was the constitutional duty of Congress 
to keep the currency of the National Treaswy up 
to the standard of gold and silver, in any event. 

The next, and only other, objection he proposed 
to notice was, that the tendency of the system pro- 
vided for by the bill, would be to withdraw from 
circulation and use, and to hoard in the several de- 
positories, too great a portion of the gold and silver 
of the country. f . 

He had but a brief answer to this objection. It 
never could be true at times when the revenue and 
expenditures.of the Government were properly ad- 
justed. If they were equal, as they should be, the 
receipts of revenue would be taken in one hand, 
and the disbursements for expenses would be made 
with the other. Nothing could be hoarded but the 
amount which the widely extended operations of 
the Treasury compelled it to keep in transitu; and 
that was just as much, and no more, hoarded than 
the money of the merchant at a distant point, 
either during the time that notice of its collection 
was travelling to bim in the mail, or his draft for it 
was passing back to the pomt where the money 
was on deposite. This amount weald vary from 
three to lve millions of dollars, including the 
amount constantly retained in the mints.in the pro- 
cess of coinage; and be would repeat that, when 
the revenue and expenditures should bear a just 
proportion to each other, as they always should, no 
further or more dangerous hoarding could take 
piace under the bill. . 

But suppose that a time should again come when 
over-trading and speculation, in every branch of 
basiness, should commence the accumulation of 
another surplus revenue, such as had afflicted the 
couatry for the last few years, then, for himself, he 
shouid consider this tendency of the bill one of its | 
most valuable features. Let over-trading go on, 
and speculations spread, and Jet ihe amounts paid 
for duties and lands be collected in gold and silver, 
and hoarded in the public Treasury and its depo- 
sitories, except so much as is wanted to meet the 
fair expenditures of the Government, and how far 
does any man believe these deranging and injuri- 
ous business excesses would proceed? Not, Mr. 
President, to the prostration of business and credit, 
and the currency of the country. No, sir: the banks, 
instead of promoting, would be compelled to arrest 
them, and to restore business to its Jegitimate and | 
proper channels, before the country could receive a 
shock, or the people injury. 

It was wrong for him, however, to spend the 
lime of the Senate in the discussion of this objec- 
tion, as it was expressly met by a provision in the 
bill. He referred to the twenty-first section, which 
made it the duty of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
whenever there should be upon deposite to the ; 
credit of the Treasurer a sum greater than four 
millions of dollars, to dissipate the money so hoard- 
ed by an investment in National, or State stocks. 


This must relieve the apprehensions of all upon 
this point, as four millions was the greatest amount | 


Making public officers depositaries—Mr. Wright. 


which could, at any one time, be permitted to re- 
main in the possession and keeping of all-the de- 
positaries constituted by the bill, As, however, he 
had discussed the provisions of this section some- 
what at length, in the course of his remarks upon 
the provisions of the bill generally, he would omit 
any further remarks here. : 

He had now closed what ‘he proposed to say, 
having particular reférence to the system of finance 
for the National Treasury, recommended by the 


committee, or as to the ostensible antagonist system 


of State bank deposites. . 
-But there was a third alternative—a National 


Bank—which he must not omit to notice; in his ex-. 


tended discussion of this great subject. He was 
bound, however, after having so long trespassed 
upon the time of the Senate, to relieve the members 
from the apprehension that he was now to enter 
upon this interminable field of debate. INo: nothing 
in this field presented to him matter for debate. He 
entertained the most firm convictions that the Con- 
stitution of the United States had conferred upon 
Congress no power to charter such an institution, 
but every argument ùpon that great question had 
been again and again presented to Congress and 
the nation, in a manner much more forcible, and 
from sources much more commanding, than any 
thing which could be advanced by him. It was, 
therefore, tohim, a question not for discussion, but 
for action, and, unless his present views upon it 
should be radically changed, for negative action 
only. 

He had heard, since he had been honored with a 
seat in this body, many ingenious arguments in 
favor of the power, but all had sought to derive it 
from necessity or expediency; and it was due to 
the authors of these arguments to say that, to his 
mind, no very nice distinction had been preserved 
between necessity and expediency. It had been 
said that a uniform currency was necessary for the 
country ; that such a currency could not be pro- 
duced or maintained without a National Bank; 
and that, therefore, Congress had the power to 
charter such an institujion. That a uniform cur- 
rency was expedient and highly desirable for our 
wide-spread country, no one could doubt; but that 
the country could get on very comfortably without 
such a currency, had been proved by the actual ex- 
perience of several periods in our history. ‘That 
a sound avd standard currency was Pecessary to 
the existence of commerce, thal sach a currency 
could not be established and sustained in our coun- 
try but by Congressional legislation, and that, 
therefore, Congress. had the power to create, as 
well as to regulate, such a currency, has been con- 
tended here. No one will be disposed to question 
the position that a sound and standard cnrrency is 
very desirable to a commercial country, but that 
commerce can be carried on, to a considerable ex- 
tent, without money of ahy deseriplion, is a fact 
not to be questioned. These instances are men- 
tioned, not to question the expedient and useful 
tendency of the arguments, so far as they go to 
show that a uniform currency is highly important 
to every civilized country, and that a sound me- 
dium of exchange is of the first utility in com- 
merce, but to question how fat the argument of 
neceasity, in either case, can be safely relied upon 
as the basis of a grant of constitutional power, and 
to show that, in either argument, there is no little 
difficulty in settling the dispute as to where expe- 
diency and utility end, and necessity begins. For 
himself, he repudiated all such arguments, and all 
arguments of every character, founded upon sim- 
ple necessity, as establishing grants of power under 
the Constitution of the United States in favor of 
the Congress of the United States. 

A single remark upon the question of chartering 
a National Bank, as a mere matter of expediency, 
if all questions of constitutional power were out of 
the way, and he would dismiss this topic. The ex- 
perience of his own time, the late proceedings of 
the late Bank of the United States, had satisfied his 
mind that the dangers to our political and civil in- 
stitutions, from such an organized money power, 
vastly overbalance any anticipated benefits, and 
that, as a simple question of expediency, such an 
institution ought not to be chartered by Congress, 
Neither the hour of the day, the patience of the Se- 
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nate, nor his own strength, woüld permit him to 
enter upon.a farther discussion of this point at pre- 
sent; and his only “purpose having been’ to pro- 
‘nounce the opinion he. had-pronounced, he’ would 
pass to his conelusion. =: a ke a 

The three alternatives had been presented: ` The 
condition of the public Treasury, ‘of the currency, 
of the business of the country, and general’ public 
expectation, demanded action from Congress. ‘The 
committee of which he was amember had presented 
to the Senate the bill upon the table; as the. action 
which a majority of its members proposed.” This 
bill was to be opposed from two sides of the house. 
The friends of the State bank deposite system, and 
the friends of a National Bank, were alike, and 
together, to be met and overcome, or the. bill could 
not pass. f te de : 

In this condition of the question, and of the Se- 
nate, he considered it to be his indispensable duty 
to present, what he believed to be the real and true 
issue, fairly and fully to the Senate and the coan- 
try. And what was that? aes 

In his judgment, it was the adoption of some 
system based upon the principles of the bill under 
discussion, or a National Bank. He saw no pros- 
pect of success for any middle ground. What 
were the evidences of our senses. upon this subject? 
Look at the divisions in this ‘body. The party 
friendly to a National Bank had always repudiated 
the State bank deposite system as dangerous in its 
additions to Executive power, as inefficient as to 
the currency, and as unsafe as to the public mo- 
ney. Was there any evidence that those members 
of that party here had changed their opinions as 
to that system? He knew of none; and were he 
to judge from the langtage of that portion of the 
public press which was supposed to refləct their 
Opinions, or from what had but recently passed here 
in relation to the-failure of a deposite bank in Bos- 
ton, he should be compelled to say that no change 
in that quarter had taken place. But he would 
appeal to the gentlemen themselves, and ask if re- 
cent experience, as to that financial system for the 
National Treasury, had changed their feelings 
towards it? Had endeared it to them, as one they 
were now desirous to make their own? Are they 
willing to surrender their favorite , project: of a 
National Bank for this alternative? -Will they 
not tell us, in frankness and candor, that, with one 
or two solitary exceptions perhaps, every man of 
them is fora National Bank, as, iti their judg- 
ments, the only effectual remedy for the financial 
ditiiculties of the country? 

If such continues to be the- feeling of the party 
which opposed the late Administration, and equal- 
ly opposes the present, what is the condition, in 
this respect, of those who. have hitherto. supported 
both? Js there not, nuinerically speaking, a very 
great degree of unanimity of sentiment with them, 
in favor of the Lill, at least so faras a practical 
and bona fide separation from the banks is concern- 


- ed? He supposed that to be the fact, and he refer- 


red to this division of feeling here, upon this sub- 
ject, with no pleasure. He knew-and felt that 
those with whom he had long, intimately, and plea- 
santly associated, personally and politically, were 
to differ with him upon this measure. He regret- 
ted the difference as much as any one of them 
could. Tle entertained no unkindness of feeling 
towards them on accouht of this difference of opi- 
mon upon a particular bill. He yielded to them 
all the sincerity of convictions of public duty which 
he claimed for himself; and he assured them, one 
and all, that no remark which hehad made, or was 
about to make, had been, or should be, on his part, 
intended to wound their feelings, or.censure their 
course. They, like himself, were responsible to 
their constituents and the country, for their acts 
here; and he did not entertain a doubt that that 
accountability would be discharged by them ac- 
corcing to their most firm convictions of right, 
Yet he must appeal to them to say if they -did 
not believe the public opinion of the country was 
very jusily refiected in the two Houses of Con- 
gress upon the thee alternative propositions he had 
discussed. If they had seen any evidence, from 
recent political results any where, to authorize the 
belief that the State bank system of deposites, to 
a x y 2 
which they still adhered, was gaining favor in any 
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quarter? Ifthey did not perceive that the two 

other systems were dividing the great mass of the 
public mind of the whole country? If they did not 
feel, in ihe recent history and present condition 
of the State banks, that public confidence could not 
again be restored to that system of deposites by 
legislative enactments? If they did not fear that, 
in assuming the positions they were compelled to 
assume, that banks were necessary to the success- 
fal and proper administration of the finances of the 
Federal Government; that it is within the power, 
andis, in some sort, 'and to some extent, the duty 
of this Government to regulate the whole currency 
of the country; that the regulation of exchanges, 
too, if not directly, was incidentally a matter for 


which ihe Government should be held responsible;” 


and that the custody and safe-keeping of the public 
treasure should be committed to banks, and not to the 
constituted authorities of the Government; did they 
not fear, he would repeat, that, in assuming these 
positions, they were merely aiding and strengthen- 
ing the friends of a National Bank? That they 
were furnishing what might be considered as evi- 
dence to those who could listen to such an argu- 
ment, to prove that a National Bank was necessary 
under our system? He did not put these inquiries 
from any thing which had been advanced here, but 
they were suggested from the course of argument 
which he saw constantly used in the public press 
and elsewhere, to sustain the ground which these 
friends had assumed, and he must say that it 
seemed to him like yielding the whole field to the 
advocates of a National Bank; that it was making 
such an institution, and some system founded upon 
the principles of the bill under discussion, the real 
alternatives before the country, and bringing the 
contest, if not here, elsewhere, to that issue. 

He was sorry to have detained the Senate so 
long, and, as the best atonement he could make, 
he would resume his seat, and trouble them no 
farther. 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CASE, 


SPEECH OF R. BARN WELL RHETT, 
Or Sours CARLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 3, 1838— 
Upon the Mississippi election. 

Mr. Srerarer: Were it not for the observations, 
which have fallen from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee,* who has just taken his seat, with respect 
to the South Carolina delegation, reflecting in some 
degree, I think, upon their independence, and ascri- 
bing an influence upon them, on the part of my 
learned coHeague,} which upon this subject does 
not exist, I should not have ventured to address the 
House, worn out and harrassed as it is, by weeks 
of procrastinated discussion, on this perplexing 
question. Jn order, however, properly to vindic- 
tate the independence of my own opinions, it may 
not be unnecessary, briefly to consider the question 
before the House; and to state the arguments, upon 
which I think this election should be: returned to 
the people of Mississippi, . 

This House will recollect, that when, at the 
special session, it was about to.organize itself into 
a legal assembly, I moved, thata ‘chairman. should 
be appointed to'whom our credentials of election 
should be sent. Upon being opened by him and 
laid before us, we would be able to determine 
amongst ourselves, by our own judgment, from the 
face of the credentials, who were “prima facie” 
members of the 25th Congress. All undisputed 
seats would oft course be filled; all doubtful ones 
would be suspended, or filled conditionally, until 
Congress being regularly organized, the disputed 
electiuas would be sent regularly to the committees, 
for their repert and consideration. The House 
thought proper, however to proceed otherwise. 
They allowed the clerk of the previous Congress, 
to do what it was our duty to have done ourselves 
determine, in the first instance, who were men- 
bers of the 25th Gongress. The consequence was, 
not a single credential of membership was pro- 
duced; and all were sworn in, as members of Con- 
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gress, whom thisunauthorized individual had placed 
upon a list, made cut from the newspapers of the 
day. Had the credentials of Messrs. Claiborne 
and Gholson been then produced, the objection, 
that this House at the last session, was in some 
degree ignorant of their purport, would- not then 
have existed; and we might possibly, if there is 
any thing in the objection, have saved ourselves 
and the coustry, this long „ expensive,” and more 
irritating debate. AfterI had submitted the motion 
for the appointment of achairman, fearing, from the 
observations which fell in the discussion, that it 
might be considered a party move, I rose and de- 
clared to the House, that I believed those gentlemen 
as fully entitled to their seats as any members upon 
the floor. Sir, I voted and I knew that I was about 
to vote, contrary to those gentlemen upon the elec- 
tion of Speaker which was then about to ensue. 
These gentlemen, voted for yon; and I voted for 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee.f Thus 
did I express my opinion upon this question, in ad- 
vance of others, anil contrary to my party predi- 
lections at the time, if I had any capable of biasing 
my judgment. And Í have not changed my opi- 
nion since. It js true, however, that when the mat- 
tet came to be discussed, and particularly by my 
learned colleague, who wade the ablest exposition 
of its principles I had the cpportunity ef hearing, 
my confidence in the opinion I had formed was 
greatly shaken, and my doubts increased. My 
vote for the sifting members, was finally given, 
only upon the principle—that the presumption 
should be in favor of the popular right to a repre- 
sentation; that when the people of Mississippi, un- 
der all the forms of law, demanded a seat upon this 
floor for her Representatives, it lay upon those 
who denied the right, clearly to prove that it did 
not exist. The pesple of Mississippi should have 
the benefit of my doubts. Upon conviction alone 
ought their acts to be made void, and tneir Repre- 
sentatives be rejected. Well, sir, after hearing all, 
from every part of the House, I was not fully satis- 
fied—I was not convinced, that their Representa- 
tives ought to be turned out of our doors; and Í 
voted for the only other alternative left to me, that 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were members of 
the 25th Congress of the United States. -No- 
thing that has since occurred has, in the least, 
changed the nature of the question. It. is 
now, as it was then, whether the July election 
held by the people of Mississippi was constitutional 
ornot. If our decision, affirming the validity, of 
this election was right, there is an end of the ques- 
tion. The subsequent action of the people of Mis- 
sissippi, cannot in the ieast affect the relation which 
they then occupied towards us; and itis by that 
relation that the question, when reconsidered, is 
again to be determined. The principles and cir- 
cumsianges being now, substantially, the same that 
they were then, my vote has been, and shall be the 
same. The House, however, by a vote already 
taken, has expressed an opinion centrary to mine; 
and have declared that the July election was un- 
constitutional; and that the sitting members are not 
entitled to their seats. The new question, in this 
state of things, arises, whether the subsequent 
election in November is ¢ood, and the contes- 
tants should be allowed to take their seats as mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress—or the election should 
be sent back to the people. These who contend 
that the election in November is good, maintain 
that the election in July being unconstitutional, 
was void “ab initio;” that the decision *of this 
House confirming it gave no rignts, and was obh- 
gatory neither upon “this House nor the people of 
Mississippi; consequently, the election in Nevem- 
ber, xegularly held, to fill a vacancy reset 
produced by the operation of | law, is 


contestants shoul: be allowed to take their seats. i 


think I fairly state the question. 

Now, sir, properly to understand the daty of 
Congress, we mast ascertain what was the effect of 
the resolution passed by this House, determining 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were members 
of the 25th Congress. No one doubts—all ccn- 
cede, that this House is the sele, absolute, and final 
judge, under the Constitutation of the United 
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States, of the election of its members: 
tribunal to correct its errors. 


tion, is simply an exposition of what the Constitu 
tion is; and, until reversed, becomes a part of 
Constitation itself; as: much soas” the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. Iti 


binding, as the supreme law of the land, upon this” 


House, and the people of the United States repre 


sented within it, and upon the people of Missis”: 


sippi. Its effect upon this House was, to fill two 
seats on this floor, and “de facto” and ‘de jure,” 
to make the gentlemen who occupied them mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress. If these gentlemen were 
notin fact, and by right, 
Congress, then all of their acts. spon, “this floor 
are Void. Every motion they have made—every 


vote they have given, ought to be'expunged. from- ` 


the journals-of the House. You have not: yet 
rescinded your resolution—reversed your judg-. 
ment; and who, up to this moment, has ventured 
to question their right to speak and act as mem- 
bers of Congress, within this hall! Why do 
not gentlemen, who contend that the judgment 
of this House is not merely voidable, but, when 
reversed, will be void “ab initio,” and, conse- 
quently, that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson 
have never been members of the 25th Congress— 
why do they not carry out their principles into 


members. of the 25th ` 


It mayo 
errin its judgment, but there is. no other or higher ; 
If this~is ‘so, Hs 
judgment, pronounced by the power of the Cons itua 


practice, and march boldly up to the. far-famed : 


process of expunging? 
their. taste, as it is- to mine;—but if their prins 
ciples be correct, constitutional ‘duty, which they 
have sworn to ’ maintain, requires it. And on 


the people of Mississippi—what was the effect. 


of the resolution of this House upon ‘them? It 


placed them upon this fleor, by their representa- - 


tives, in council with their ‘confederates. It gave 
them a voice and influence in all the legislation 
affecting all the people of the United States. 
It bound them here and at home,—in the Con- 
gress of the United States, and in their primary as- 
semblies at the polls. It wasa part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and therefore a part of 
the Constitution of Mississippi; and no law or ac- 


‘It may be as. Hittle to’ 


tion of the people of that State, could contravene - 


or overrule it. - Any election, therefore, held, con- 


trary to this supreme law ‘of the: land, to fill seats. 
already constitutionally occupied—to supply a res =- 


presentation actually “existing, was. simply void. 
In this view, it is unnecessary to enter info any: 
calculation of majorities; whether the contestants 
received a majority or minority of the votes cast 
at the November election. If they had’received 
the vote of every man, woman, and child in Mis- 
sissippi, it wouid not not in the least strengthen their 
righi to seats upon this floor. The election would 
still be void. lts holding was illegal; he law un- 
der which it was held, so far as members of Con- 
gress was concerned, was overruled; and by us, 
can be treated only as if it had never been. 
Against these positions, it has -been urged, that 
they make Congress a despotism. If by a despo 
tism be meant, uncontrollable and supreme.au 
thority upon the subjects ‘committed to “ils exclue 
sive jurisdiction, Congress, as well as every other 
supreme tribunal, is a despotism. Every supreme 
cvurt in the land, is a despotism, But will gentle- 
men tell us, how society or any Government cân 
exist, Wi ithout sech supreme tribunals? There must 
bea ‘final arbiter somewhere, in all Governments, 
which binds the citizen and society, or every thing 
is put at hazard, liable to the. continual charges of 
caprice and power. Recognise any other doctrine 
he case before yon, and where does it place th 
te of M ippi Above the Consntetion— 
thoat the form or Yast of sov on 
ntroliing and changing il w henev- rat comes in 


; statutes; and. she would 
dict ate the law not only to her own. citizens, 
and within her own limits, but to Congress 
and all the people of the United States. This 
far exceeds any power, hitherto «maintained, as be- 
longing to the States; and seems not a little strange 
when “advanced trom the quarter from which it 
comes. Sir, in my opinion, the election held in 
November, in Mississippi, is void, because contra- 


vith any of her 


„even jncidentaly and without design,” 
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ry to the Constitution of the United States, as ex- 
pounded by the decision of this House. There were 
‘then, no seats in Congress vacant. The people of 
Mississippi were then here, filling the seats which 
rightfully belonged to them,—bound as we were by 
the decision of this House;—and, until revoked, it 
is our law and their law. . Consequently, when the 
House rescinds its resolution, the election must be 
returned to the people. 

During the debate, many harsh reflections have 
been made upon this, House, for its course upon 
this matter, at the special session. We did not 
seek the responsibility. It was thrown upon us, by 
the constitution and the people of Mississippi. Are 
gentlemen dissatisfied, that Congress should have 
the sole and final power of determining upon the 
election and ‘qualifications of its members? This 
power is possessed hy every legislative assembly in 
the Union, and, I believe, in the world. Was the 
power, in this instance, exercised honestly and fair- 
ly? No one has ventured to assert the contrary 
in direct terms;—but by suppositious cases and 
invendos, it may be inferred, that a corrupt party 
spirit had controlled its determination. And from 
what is this inference drawn? From the fact, 
I presume, that gentlemen holding opposite opi- 
nions upon other great questions, have fallen in 
opposition’ upon this. Well, sir! the inference, 
if good for any thing, applies to both parties; and 
the charge of party corruption recoils, therefore, 
upon those who made it. Sir, the purest minds are 
seldom the most ready to impugn the motives of 
others. For my part, I cannot recognise the jus- 
tice of these sweeping imputations upon the inte- 
grity of our associates, We are men, and there- 
fore liable to the weaknesses of our natare; and F 
_ know how easily, with the very best intentions, our 

judgments are often swayed by our will. We are 
not beyond the influence of associates and our own 
strong desires. Hence, with the purest and most 
patriotic purpose to do our duty, we often find 
most upright and conscientious men, taking direct- 
ly opposite sides of the same question. But what 
does this prove? Why, only that we are men; 
while it brings home to us the admonition, most 
carefully to strive to lift our minds, if possible, 
above the slavery of its feelings and passions. l 
doubt not, that in the main, the promotion of the 
public good and the maintenance of the public 
honor, are the grand design which actuate the votes 
and conduct of members upon this floor, in the 
discharge of their constitutional duties. And, sir, 
heretofore as now, this must have been the case, or 
our Republican systems would long since have 
been swept away. It is not intelligence which 
can maintain our institutions. The French legis- 
lative assembly was one of the most intelligent 
bodies ever assembled in the name of liberty. 
They failed for want of virtue—the virtue 
of christianity. And their intelligence only 
aided them in dispensing all evil, in the pur- 
suit of imaginary good; and, at every step in 
blood, to show forth in all its horrors, the fierce de- 
pravity of our natures, when uncontrolled by the 
salutary influences of religion and virtue. The fact 
that amidst so many storms and contentions—so 
many risks and dangers, we have still been able to 
preserve our free institutions, and live together un- 
der a written Constitution, proves beyond all 
question, that the counsels within these walls must 
have been guided by sound principles of pub- 
lic duty. My inference in debate is, that every 
gentleman upon this floor acts conscientiously. I 
will not judge—I have no right to judge of his 
motives; and should I impugn those of another, 
what right have I to expect my own to be respect- 
ed. This is the course of conduct towards each 
other, which the most ordinary charity demands ; 
and permit me, sir, to add, which the dignity and 
character of this House requires. National cha- 
yacter is national strength. It is the highest pro- 
perty of a people; and is essential to the obedience 
and veneration of the citizen at home, and the 
respect of nations abroad. If here, where the po- 
pular will and character of the people of the United 
States are concentrated, we are actuated by no 
higher motives than those of a corrupt party na- 
ture, the downfall of our institutions is inevitable, 
and our liberties must soon. pass away. 
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Mr. Speaker, There is one other ground, upon 
which I think this election should be returned to 
the people. The principle will be admitted by all, 
though some may differ. as to the propriety of its 


application. - It is within the power, and it is the” 
duty of this House, whenever it has reason to be- 
lieve that an election hasbeen unfair, and, therefore, 


might not be a correct expression of the popular 
will, to send it back to the people. Thisis the prin- 
ciple. Now, sir, was the election held in Novem- 
ber, in Mississippi, a fair election? Resting upon 
the decision of this House, the gentlemen who, but 
a few months before, had obtained a large majo- 
rity of the suffrages of the people, suppesing them- 
selves members of the 25th Congress, declined be- 
ing candidates at the November election. They were 
not even present at the polls A one sided election 
took place under the hot canvassing of the able 
contestant who has addressed this House. I sup- 
pose that he might have used the same arguments 
with the people he has addressed to us: repre- 
senting the decision of this House as a gross usur- 
pation, a tyrannical infringement of the rights of 
of the people of Mississippi, to be redressed at all 
hazards; and those who would maintain it, and 


act upon the faith of its existence, as accessary to. 


this outrage upon their liberties. ‘The pride of the 
people, as freemen and citizens of Mississippi, 
might thus have been aroused—their passions in- 
famed—their judgments perverted. Now, I put 
itto gentiemen—is it possible that such an election 
could be fair? Without any opposition—with none 
to reply or defend—upon a question in which the 
nicest point of constitutional law were involved, and 
therefore, easily perverted—could such an election, 
however decided, be fair? Would any gentleman 
who hears me, be willing to stand such an election? 
If, under such circumstances, not a majority only, 
but every vote in Mississippi had been cast for the 
contestants, I should regard the election as an unfair 
expression of popular opinion, and I should re- 
turn it to the people. I pretend not to dictate the 
conduct of others. T have no doubt the gentle- 
men who claim their seats under the November 
election, have as high a sense of integrity and 
honor as I can entertain. But with my views and 
information upon this subject, if I was in their situ- 
ation, I would disdain to take my seat upon this 
floor. I would sit here, under a full, fair, and un- 
prejudiced enunciation of the popular will, ort 
should remain forever without these walls. And this 
House, which has been, in part, the innocentcause 
of this partial election—what eourse does it become 
us to pursue? Admitting that we had the constitution- 
al power—if we were to receive these gentlemen, 
what would we say to the sitting members, whom we 
have lulled into inaction and security by our reso- 
lution—to the people of Mississippi, who, in con- 
sequence of our resolution, might have been kept 
from the polls—and to the whole mass of electors 
who voted, but who may have voted under erronc- 
ous impulses, in consequence of our determination ? 
Sir, I repeat, I will not question—-[ do not question, 
the perfect integrity of gentlemen who differ from 
me upon this subject; but thinking as I do, I 
would commit an act of injustice and dishonesty 
in my legislative capacity, if [did not return this 
election to this people. And, surcly, ‘this couse 
ought not to give dissatisfaction to the people of 
Mississippi. They must perceive that they have 
been the ultimate cause of all the trouble and con- 
tention which has ensued. ‘They must perceive, 
that if weerred in contirming the July election, it 
was from a sincere desire to uphold their rights 
and interests ; and, if we now return the election to 
them, it is because we cannot consent fo violate the 
Constitution of the United States, and add injustice 
to its violation. : 

I turn, Mr. Speaker, to the South Carolma de- 
legation, who, it seems, have attracted the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee, in the course 
of his observations upon this subject. Ie seemed 
to suppose that our votes upon this questien.were 
not determined by our own views of right and 
duty, but by our deference to the opinion of my 
learned friend and colleague. Sir, whatever weight 
the opinion ef such a man might have on other oe- 
casions, I think it most apparent that it has had 
but little upon this. Two of the delegation. only 


voted with him, in favor of the sitting members; ” 
the rest voted against him; several of them, re- ~ 
versing the votes they gave on this questi at the: 
special session; and I,-who.voted with him, express- 
ed. my opinion on thë subject, as I have already: re~ ` 
minded the House, on the’ first day:of- the session, 
before my friend had‘ even: considered it. We - 
know well his worth in counsel; but we: know too, 


` that ourconscienices are our'own, and not anothet’s; 
‘and that fora correct discharge of our publie duties, 


we-are alone responsible. Sir, in looking back ‘to. 
those who preceded ‘us ‘upon this: floor, we find'no 
subserviency to men—no..obséquience to power— 
no base betrayal to party; of the great principles 
they maintainod, characterizing their bright career 


‘of honorable service to their country. However 


unworthy tò stand in the distinguished places they 
once occupied, we intend, to the best of our ability, to 
maintain in our demeanor, unsullied by dishonor, 
and untainted by impurity, the fair fame they have 


' bequeathed us upon this floor; and here, as well as 


elsewhere, ever to remember that we are the sons 
of South Carolina. : 


SPEECH OF MR. MARTIN, 
Or ALABAMA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1838— 
The following questions in relation to, the case 
of the Mississippi election being under conside- 
ration: 

The House had already adopted the following 
resolution, as an amendment : ; 

“Resolved, That the resolution of this House of 
the 3d of October last, declaring that Samuen J. 
Grouson and Jonn F. H. Crarporne were daly 
elected members of the 25th Congress, be rescinded, 
and that Messrs. Gaouson and CLAIBORNE are not 
duly elected members of the 25th Congress.” 

The question pending was on the following addi- 
tional resolution, submitted by Mr. Howarp of 
Maryland: f 

“Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not members of the Twenty-fitth Con- 
gress.” 

Mr. Ropsrrson had moved to strike out the 
word “not.” 

Mr. Marrin being entitled to the fluor, gave way 
first to Mr. Grascocn, who presented a statement 
from Mr. Claiborne, and again to Mr. HOWARD, 
who modified his resolution as follows: . 

“And that Messrs. Pentiss and Word are’ not en- 
titled to seats on this floor as members of the 25th 
Congress.” . : 

Mr. MARTIN then addressed the House as fol- 

OWS: 

_ Mr. Speaker: In giving way for the modifica- 

lions just made by the honorable mover (Mr. 

Howard of Maryland) to the resolution ander con- 

sideration, I was simply extending to that gentle- 

man the courtesy due to him in suck a case; for 
with the technical form in which the question is 
presented, the remarks which I intend to submit 

will be found to have nothing todo. Nor do I 

intend to enter.into an examination of the techni- 

calilies so elaborately discussed by all who have 
preceded me in this-debate, which are involved in 
the writ of clectionof the Governor of Mississippi, 
and the proceedings had thereon in July last in that 
State. Indeed, sir, I shall not attempt to investi- 
gate that election, for its validity has had no infiu- 
ence . in bringing my mind to the sonclusion to 
which I have arrived upon the question imme- 
diately under consideration, in relation to the right 
of the applicants, Messrs. Prentiss and Word, to 
seats upon this foor as members from the State of 
Mississippi; for, however irregular the election in 
July may have been, this House, the only tribunal 


-having cognizance of the question, did, by its solemn 


decision on the 3d of October last, declare it to be 
valid. That I may not be misunderstood, however 
in regard to my opinion of that election, I will 
take this occasion to. say that, upon full examina- 
tion, I voted with the majority of the House upon. 
that-question, and have found no reason ‘since. to 
regret the vote, or to. desire to. change ita Lam 
fully satisfied that the resolution to. which i1. have 

referred, declaring the sitting members. Messrs. 
Guotson and Ciainornz,, duly elected members, of 
A bers. of 
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the 25th Congress, was properly adopted by the 
House. . 

The right of the applicants to seats upon this 
floor as members, under the election held in No- 
vember last, is the question now for consideration, 
and to that question I intend to march boldly up, 
asin my judgment a representative of the peopie 
should do, and discass it fairly upon its merits; nor 
do I fear that I shall meet, in my way, any 
ground, either of merit or technicality, that will 
give me difficulty to overcome. Gentlemen of ac- 
knowledged ability have most’ zealously exerted 
themselves upon this question to prove the validity 
of that election: they have shown much research 
and industry in bringing to the view of the House 
all the authority whieh could aid them in sustain- 
ing it; they have left no means unessayed which 
might either tend to convince the judgment, or in- 
duce an acquiescence in the desired conclusion; 
and, to aid in this result, appeals are made to our 
passions and prejudices as partisans. These ap- 
peals, sir, I deeply regret, when thus brought to 
bear upon a grave constitutional question, involv- 
ing, as this does, nothing less than the elective 
franchise. 

In taking a view of this question, it is necessary 
that we should look to the facts and circumstances 
upon which the claim of the applicants to seats 
here is founded; and, to do so, it will be necessary 
that I should give a brief history of the case. 

During the past summer, it was, considered ne- 
cessary by the President of the United States that 
the Twenty-fifth Congress should.convene its first 
session on the first Monday in September last, and 
for that purpose, by his proclamation, ordered 
Congress to meet upon that day. By the laws of 
Mississippi, the time fixed for the election of her 
members to the present Congress was the first Mon- 
day and day following in November last. The 
Governor of that State, by his proclamation, or- 
dered an election to be held in July, for the elec- 
tion of members to serve until superseded by those 
to be elected in November, the time fixed by law 
for holding the regular election. At the election 
in July, the sitting members were candidates, and 
were opposed by one of the applicants, (Mr. Pren- 
tiss) and another gentleman, the result of which 
was their return by alarge majority of all the 
votes cast. At the meeting of the session thus 
called, the sitting members presented themselves, 
and having participated in the election of Speaker, 
as is usual in such cases by all the members re- 
turned, were duly sworn and took their seats. 
Some question being made by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginir, (Mr. Mercer) as to their 
right to seats as members, one of the sitting mem- 
bers, (Mr. Guotson,) called upon the House to in- 
stitute an inquiry upon the subject, alleging, as his 
reason for doing so, that he wished the question 
settled in time for him to return to Mississippi, if 
he should be adjudged not entitled, before the time 
for holding the regular election in November, that 
the people might be informed, and hold another 

lection. The House complied with that request, 
by the adoption of the resolution offered by that 
gentleman, referring the inquiry to the Committce 
of Elections, who, after examination, made their 
report, accompanied. by-a resolution declaring the 
sitting members duly elected members of the Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress; which rescluticn, so declaring, 
was, after full examination and discussion, adopt- 
ed. by this House. 

In addition to the legal presumption that the 
adoption of this resolution was known to the peo- 
ple of Mississippi, that fact was made known to 
them through the newspapers, and other channels 
of communication, by the sitting members, so that 
before the election in November, the electors of 
that State were fully informed of the decision of the 
House, and of the delermination of the sitting 
members to rely upon that decision. ‘These facts 
are admitted on all sides of the House. The ap- 
plicants alone were candidates at the November 
election, obtaining a majority of the votes cast for 
Congress, but less than half of the whole vote polled 
at that election; and that, too, after a general can- 
vass through the counties of the State by the appli- 
cants, as stated by Mr. Prentiss. These, I believe, 
sir, are most of the important facts and ciręum- 


stances upon which this application is founded. 
There are certainly no others that I have heard 
which tend in the slightest degree to. strengthen the 
claims of the applicants. 

By the Constitution of the United States, this 
House is made the sole judge of the election, re- 
turn, and qualification of its members; and under 
this authority we are now called upon to determine 
whether the election in November last, under all 
the circumstances atiending it, has conferred the 
right upon the applicants here, to seats upon this 
floor as members of this House, as claimed by them. 

No gentleman upon this floor, sir, entertains a 
higher respect and regard for the elective franchise 
than I do, nor is there one who would go further 
than I would to secure it to the people in its purity; 
and when, sir, 1 shall discover any attempt to 
abridge that sacred right here, or elsewhere, I shall 
not be found wanting in my best efforts for its pre- 
servation and protection. It has been well called 
the palladium of our liberty and institutions; and 
if, sir, it shall turn out that we are forgetful of our 
duty in the disposition which we shall make of the 
grave and important question under consideration, 
I shall look to the ballot box as the great corrector 
of this, as it has been in most cases heretofere of 
ihe wrongs committed by the servants of the peo- 
ple. 


fied was fairly made by the people, on the other I 
should with equal promptness declare invalid one 
of which I might entertain a different opinion. 
And in deciding questions of doubtful character of 
this sort, ishould fecl bound to take that course 
which would threaten least danger to this great 
right, which would be to return it to the people for 
their further action. 

Without entering into the inguiry at this mo- 
ment, of the controlling influence which the deci- 
sion ‘of the House ought to have had upon the elec- 
tors of the State of Mississippi, let me ask you, sir, 
from the facts before us, what effect it actually did 
have upon their action. What, sir, do the facts 
show us? We find two gentlemen, of fine talents, 
in the field, with none to oppose them, using great 
exertion, personally and through their friends, to 
induce a general vote for them throughout the 
State. The day is one of general election of. all 
the important officers of the State, and nothing fur- 
ther necessary to be dene than that of adding the 
names of the candidates for Congress to the ticket 
in their hand, for the people to vote for them; and 
this in one of the new Southern States, the popula- 
tion of which is composed of enterprising and intel- 
ligent citizens, from each of the otner States, every 
man nearly able to write, with every facility for 
doing so, and in a State, too, ultra-Democratic in 
its form of Government, where ail of the State of- 
ficers are elected by the people, not even excepting 
the Judges of their Circuit and Supreme Courts; 
where every thing is done in accordance with the 
people’s will, and where the people will every thing 
that is done; and where a failure by the peopie to 
express their will through the balict box would de- 
stroy the Government of the State itself fu such 
a State, aud under such circumstances, Mr. 


Speaker, what, I ask, would be the probable re-- 


sult? I have no hesitation in saying, sir, that with 
no great matter of principle to influence them, not 
one thousand out of the whole population who cast 
their votes at that. election would- have failed to 
vote for members to Congress. Now, sir, let us 
see how it did result. Why, sir, the applicants re- 
ceived less than half the votes polled at that election, 
Will any gentleman tell me that this strange re 
is of mere chance, and that it would ordinarily 
occur in such cases? None will venture to 
say so, who understand the character of the poo- 
ple of the South, and especially these of Mississippi. 
And, sir, I am surprised to hear gentlemen say 
that even this resolt is the loudest call that has 
emanated from that qnarter. To my mind, sir, 
this result speaks volumes, but not, as gentiemen 
suppose, in faver of the validity of that election; 
very far from it. ft satisfies me conclusively that 
some powerful and extraordinary influence was felt 
in that election. What other influence could have 
had this effect, so far as the evidence has made the 


i 
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ly 


disclosure, but the action of ihis House at the: 


: And while on the one hand I would be among -} 
the first to sustain an election which I may be satis- 


| of plain common sense, and. what. would: 


called session?. And here I might ask again, was o 
not that action of the House not:only well cdleula- > 
ted to produce’such a result, but-would.it pot ner? 
cessarily do so?. Propound this question to. an 


ply? Inthe affirmative, without doubt. < Th 


from fairly expressing their opinions and will; 1 
the election of representatives upon this floor, can 
we- for. one moment. hesitate to correct our error- 
while we may, and restore to.lhem their rights ‘and’ 
privileges? ; ; : 
My friend from Virginia (Mr. Patton) seems to 
suppose that the vate. polled for the applicants, 
although less than half that were cast, is extraordi-. 
narily large; and.as proof that it is so, cites his-own == 
election last spring, in which he says, that having 


“no opposition, he received, out of a district of 5,000 


voters, but 200 votes. This may do in his part of 
the country; but we do things very differently in the» 
South. In my district, sir, I ran- alone ‘forthe - 
Twenty-fourth Congress; and out of a district of 
some 7,000 voters, I received over 6,000 votes. In 
three of the largest counties, I. lost less than 35 
votes; and thal, too, without a great deal of exer- 
tion, much Jess, at any rate, than Mr. Prentiss in- 
formed us he used. JI mention this case, by 
way of set-off to that of my friend from Virginia; 
and although not conclusive, yet it affords some .. 
evidence of our course in such things in the South. _ 
But, sir, thecase of my friend from, Virginia, I 
presume, falls short ofa parallel with the one ‘ander = 
consideration. It appears that in three counties in 
Mississippi, not one vote was cast for Congress. 
‘Will the gentleman say that the inhabitants of those 
counties felt no interest in so important an election? 
Was there no man in either of those counties who 
wished to be represented upon this floor? Did the 
citizens of any one county in his district, ell refuse ` 
to vote for him? I did not so understand him to 
say, nor do I suppose it can have beenso. Can 
this result have been the offspring of mere chance 
also? If so, sir, I question if the world shall ever’ 
see iis like again; and certainly not, I would say, . 
until the people of the South undergo such a change 
in their mode of thinking and acting, as must be 
the work of many years. b Aa, ue 

- But, sir, in addition to. the influence which. the 
resolution. of the House “actually had upon the |: 
election in November, in preventing a full avd. fairi.. 


. expression of the people’s. will, and whether thatin- 


fluence was properly or improperly estimated. by ` 
them, the result must control my judgment.-in de- 
termining it to be invalid. Yet I contend farther, 
that while that resolution remained unrescinded, it 
was obligatory. upon the people of Mississippi, and-. - 
rendered void any election held by them to fill seats 
at that time occupied by the sitting members under 
it, being contrary to the law of the case, which that 
resolution certainly was. . 

By the Constitution ofthe United States, as I 
have remarked, this [louse is given the exclusive 
power to judge of the election, return, and qualifi- 
éation of its members; and in the exercise of that 
power, its decisions, emanating from that instru- 
ment, are equal in validity with the Constitution 
itself, and obligatory upon all the peòpie of. this 
Union, If this be true, (of which F entertain no 
doubt,) and itis also true that acts done in viola- 
tion of law are void, of which, Æ presume, none 
will venture a question, as a necessary corollary, 
the eleciion in November, being held daring the ex- 
istence of that resolution; was wholly void, and, of 
course, confers no right upon the applicanis. This 
proposition is so very clear and conclasive in iseif, 
that it is diffeult-to make it more so by any argu- 
ment I can oiler. . 

Gentlemen endearer to avoid this conclusive pas 
silon, by patting eatreme cases of the abuse of this 
power by the House. Let us test one of them, and 
sce how fer they succeed. We are asked if the 
House, in the exercise of this great constitutional 
tight, should declare an individual. who had never 
been voted for by the electors of Mississippi to. be 
their representative, if that. decision would give to 
such an individual all the rights and privileges of 
a member from that State. I reply, sir, that it 
would not; but. this is begging the question. It is 
the election by the people of which this House is 
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to judge; and it has no jurisdiction of the question 
` of who shall be members of this body, except so 
far as that question is involved in the decision of 
their election, return, and.qualification. Without 
an election, then, no jurisdiction would be con- 
ferred upon the House; and of course if any at- 
tempt was made to decide as in the case proposed, 
such decision would be void. The distinction be- 
tween a case like this, and one in which the House 
has decided most palpably: wrong, is obvious, at 
least to every lawyer here. In the first case, as I 
have admitted, the decision would be absolutely 
void; while, in the last, it would be obligatory so 
long as it continued unreversed. 

I have remarked, sir, that I was well satisfied 
that the election in July ix: valid; but, for the 
sake of the argument, let us suppose it to be other- 
wise. Upon what ground; I would ask, can it be 
contended here, that the force of that decision, de- 
claring it valid, the House having jurisdiction of 
the subject matter, would be impaired? That de- 
c:sion must be either entitled to its full force, or it 
must be void; it cannot occupy a middle ground ; 
for although it might be subject to reversal for the 
error, yet it would coutiiue valid until reversed. 
If void, of conrse it could have uo influence upon 
the subsequent election, in the point of view in 
which I am now considering the question ; and the 
subsequent election would be good or not, accord- 
ing to other circumstances attending it, If in full 
force, upon the other hand, the conciusion must 
be, that the election held in violation of it was 
void. Nor would the recision of that resolution 
afterwards change the result, upon any principle 
with which lam acquainted. It is true that a 
crime prohibited by statute is not punishable atter 
its repeal. This, however, depends upon a very 
different principle from that which is contended for 
in the case under consideration. ` In that case the 
discharge is produced from the humanity of the 
law in favor of life. Bat, sir, upon what princi- 
ple can it be contended in this case that the repeal 
of a law, the existence of which prevented the cre- 
ation of title to a civil right, can operate to create 
it? The law being in existence at the time, fixed 
its character and effect, which could not be changed 
by the mere negative influence of ifs repeal. 

I will pursue this point in the argument no 
further; fur really, sir, after the best examination 
which I have been able to give this question, I find 
uo ground for doubt even as to the conclusiveness 
of this point; nor have I been furnished with any 
by the ingenuity of those who have elaborated it 
so extensively upon the other side of the question. 

I feel now, Mr. Speaker, that I have shown con- 
clusively that the resolution under consideration, 
declaring Messis. Prentiss and Word not entitled 
to seats as members upon this floor from the State 
of Mississippi, ought to be adopted; and, so far as 
that inquiry is concerned, I have no further remark 
to make. But, sir, this-is not the only question 
now under the consideration of the House. It is 
true, sir, that a vote has been taken testing the 
strength of the first resolution, which proposes to 
rescind the resolution of the House at the called 
session, declaring the sitting members, Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson, duly elected members of 
the present Congress, from which it is rendered 
probable, not to say certain, that it will be adopted 
It is not, however, yet done; and viewing it, as I 
do, the heaviest blow that has ever been aimed at 
the institutions of my country, I will continue to 
hope that a kind Providence, to whose guardian 
care we owe the creation and continuance of cur 
happy form of Government, will interpose some 
means to avert it from us; and, for one, sir, I 
will struggle against it until I hear its dreadful 
consummation announced from the Chair. And 
here, sir, permit me to say that I view the 
course taken upon this subject with great 
alarm, as setting the most dangerous prece- 
dent; and from the number of those who are 
in favor of its adoption, and particulary 
when I find the members of greatest age and 
experience among that number, I feel that the 
danger to be apprehended is near at hand. 
I may be told, sir, that my fears are too easily €x- 
cited. I trast it may so turn out, but I have no 
expectation that it will. Ihave looked with pain- 


ful anxiety into the history of this House and the 
Senate for a precedent for this course, but in vain. 
I have also examined into. the history of the Par- 
lament of England for one, with the same suc- 
cess. . I challenge the oldest and the wisest in this 
House, sir, to produce an act in which the princi- 
ple involved in this inquiry has been recognised in 
the proceedings of either branch of Congress, or 
any other. similarly constituted body. I shall feel 
under obligation to any one who will point me to 
a precedent; for if my fears are groundless, I wish 
to be relieved: from them. If, sir, there is no prece- 
dent, I entreat gentlemen to pause and reflect be- 
fore they: inflict this heavy blow upon our institu- 
tions and Government. 

Wehave heard from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Bett) the admission that party consi- 
derations have had influence upon. this decision; 
and indeed, sir, it is too obvious to any one who 
will look te the votes and the advocates upon either 
side of it. But for that influence, I cannot believe 
that we should be troubled with this investigation. 
When, sir, the proposition was made by the appli- 
canis for seats here, I did not suppose for one mo- 
ment that it would be seriously entertained; and 
indeed, sir, when it was referred to the Committee 
of Elections, I supposed it was done pro forma 
merely, as a respectful. way of disposing of the 
subject. I could not then believe that even the 
devotion to party, which had been manifested here 
upon so many recent occasions, would be permitted 
upon that to make any gentleman forget his coun- 
try. I did suppose respect for ourselves and our 
decisions, and the importance of continuing a re- 
spectful consideration of them by others, would 
have forbid us from treating as mere idle matters 
the solemn decisions of this House, even were it 
viewed as a question of policy. But, sir, how 
much less did I suppnse that gentlemen here would 
treat lightly their decision, by which was vested (He 
dearest rights of an American citizen. Sir, it seems 
to be forgotten by the House that any right or pri- 
vilege was conferred by the resolution of the called 
session upon the sitting members from Mississippi; 
for certainly, if remembered, they would be reccg- 
vised. What, sir, would be your course if, after 
the adoption of the resolution which I am now con- 
sidering, the silting members should take their 
seats upon this floor, and demand to take part in 
the action of this House—demand the right to de- 
bate and vote upon the subjects before us—would 
you, sir, feel satisfied that you, as the presiding of- 
ficer of this body, would be authorized to refuse 
to permit them to do so, thas depriving them of 
privileges conferred upon them and their constitu- 
ents by this House, while they remain unexpelled 
by the constitutional majority. I hope, sir, this 
delicate and grave question may not be presented 
to you for decisicn. You would find no precedent 
for your guide, sir; out of the great number of de- 
cisions made by this House, touching every legiti- 
mate subject for its determation, this would not, in 
principle, sir, be found to be “res adjudicata.” 
Upon you, sir, would devolve a duty that the 
stoutest heart might dread to perform. Ordered, 
as you would be, by a majonty of this [louse—for 
the authority of which I know you entertain high 
respect—to do anact which, in conscience, you 
believed to be wrong, you could not bat hesitate 
either to obey the mandate, or do the injustice. 
Your seat would be found truly burthensome to 
you. I cannot believe, however strongly you would 
desire to comply with the order of the House, that 
you would permit yourself to become the instru- 
ment through which such violence would be done 
to the Constitution of the country, the rights of in- 
dividuals, and those of a sovereign State. I repeat, 
sir, that for your sake I hope the cùp may pass by 
you; if in other hands, I am confident it would not. 
So far asthe principle is concerned, I should be 
glad to see il tested; and if, sir, contrary to what I 
suppose would be your course, you should execute 
the void order cf the House, then, indeed, would 
you hear a voice, loud and long, not only from 
Mississippi, but from-every part of this Union, 
which would make this House not only feel its 
error, but prepare it for a willing correction of it. 

This resolution, if adopted, will, in violation of 
all principle, do that, indirectly, which it cannot do 


directly.. Its effect, when executed, will be to:ex- 
el from this House the representatives of asove 
reign State, by a baré majority,when, by the Constitu- 
tion Which we-have sworn to support, it: could only: 
be effected-by two-thirds of this ‘Body. > And, sir,in’ - 
what estimation will our acts be held:by: the com- 
munity, when they see this “House -rescinding.a 
most solemn resolution of a former session, ‘vesting 
the most important rights in individuals, and secur- 
ing them toa sovereign State of this Union, in viola-. 
tion: of every principle of the Constitution and laws 
of this land, in the absence ofall precedent, and 
without any ground for impeaching that resolution. 
All must conclude, that- rights which: depend upon. 
the unstable decisions of this House, are of but lit- 
tle value. So much, sir, do T consider the value of 
stability in our decisions, that if I had no other. 
reason for doing so than to secure that object, I 
would not vote for the recision, were my right toa 
seat here dependent upon it. Nay, sir, neither of- 
fice nor place could induce me thus to bring ‘into 


disrepute our solemn determinations by the’ esta- 


blishment of such a precedent. Carry out the prin- 
ciple which we are now about to establish, and 
where will it lead us, and where is it to end? . The 
term, sir, of our presiding officer is to continue so 
long as the party to which he may belong shall com- 
pose the majority of this House, and no longer, in- 
stead of the term of a Congress, as heretofore. In- 
deed, sir, the whole organization of the House is to 
depend, for its duration, upon the wps and downs af 
party. In one word, sir, we are cut loose from all 
the usages and fixed principles. of our fathers, 
which were esteemed by them ‘to be indispensable 
to the perpetuity of this our happy form of Govern- 
ment, and are at sea without compass or rudder tj 
direct our wanderings. Sir, ‘the day is not far in 
advance of us, when this departure which we are 
about to make, must be corrected by the: people, 
through the ballot box, or this glorious Union must 
melt, under the intense heat of party strife, int> 
anarchy; and I call upon my countrymen to come 
to the rescue. 
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REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
Or MAINE, i 
In the House of Representatives, January 5, 1838— 

On the subject of British. aggressions on the 

northern frontier of the United States. , 

Mr. SMITH said he did not rise with any dispo- 
sition to detain the House more than- a- few mo- 
ments, and particularly as the resolutions touching 
the matter immediately before the House had been 
so amended as to produce a very ol vious unanimity 
on the part of the House in their favor. But (said 
Mr. S.) I cannot consent to close this debate, with 
ont calling the attention of the House to a portion 
of the remarks made by the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign A flairs, (Mr. Howard,) 
when he last addressed the House. : 

The difficulties existing in relation to the boun- 
dary of the United States on the exueme northeast, 
are of a kindred character te those which have ex- 
cited the indignation, and, I may say, lnudable zeal 
of the honorable gentlemen from New York, who 
have addressed the House; and they have inevita+ 
bly been associated together in this debate. Bat I 
understand the honorable gentleman from Mary- 
land, (who is chairman of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs in this House,) that there is no dispo- 
Siuon to press the border difficulties and disputed 
boundary ca the frontier of the State which E have 
the honor to represent in part upon this floor, upon 
the consideration of either the British Goverarnent 
or cf this House at the present lime, or to attempt 
any settlement of them. Now, sir, I wish to know 
whether that gentleman is to ‘be understood as ex- 
pressing correctly the feeling and sense of the pre- 
sent Administration, or of his committee, or.of this 
House, in this particular? 

Mr. Hlowarp here rose to explain. He had 
merely stated his personal opinion. He had not 
stated it as the opinion of the committee, nor had 
he said that he felt no disposition to press fOr a 
settlement of the question of boundary; but, as it 
had been said by some. gentlemen that wé seemed 
to be on the eve of a war with: Great Britain,“ he 
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show that such an opinion was unfounded. 

‘Sir, said Mr. Suita, I am gratified io learn that 
the honorable gentleman disclaims having. spoken 
in behalf of the Administration, or of his commit- 


had made some remarks. which’ ‘were intended to- 


tee. Lam glad that he disclaims indifference. to-> 


wards so important a matter on his own part also. 
But I did not only understand him to say, that there 
was'no. disposition on his own’ part, or on the part 
of the Administration, or of this House, or of some- 
body, to. ptess to: a settlement the boundary difficul- 


ties that are now disturbing the peace and the rights” 


of the people“of Maine; but as giving reasons also 
for adopting such a policy, ‘such as struck my 
mind as being most singular and extraordinary. I 
understood him, sir, as advancing as a. reason for 
disregarding, for the present, the subject of the dis- 
puted boundary in the northeast, thai it had al- 
ready been in dispute for twenty years past; I un- 
derstood another reason of his, for sucha policy, 
was, that weare on terms of peaceand amily. with 
‘Great Britain in regard to-all other matters; and a 
third reason why ‘we should‘not press to a termina- 
tion, at this time, the dispute on the frontier boun- 
dary of Maine, which I understood the gentleman 
‘as. assigning, was, that Great Britain is at this time 
involved in troubles with another people—a portion 
of her own subjects, and it would be dishonorable 


in us to press our disputes with her.to a settlement 


under such circumstances. 
Sir, these are all reasons why I would see the 


boundary of Maine pressed and settled at this time, ` 


and I can assure the honorable gentleman from 
Maryland that such a policy is expected ef him, 
and of his committee, and of this House, and of 
every branch of this Government, by the people of 
Maine. My colleague, sir, who has already ad- 
dressed tht House, (Mr. Cilley,) has truly repre- 
sented what are the feelings of the people.of Maine 
upon this subject; and I sincerely hope that the 
honorable gentleman, who is at the head of foreign 
affairs in this House, will, upon further reflection, 
be induced to adopt the same decided interest in fa- 
vor of an immediate adjustment of this boundary, 
that the President has expressed in his message to 
Congress. Sir, the people of Maine have claims 
upon this Government in this matter. Does not 
the honorable gentleman from Maryland know, 
that at this moment one of the citizens of Maine is 
incarcerated by the British Government in one of 
their provincial jails, and has been so incarcerated 
for months and months? ` And for what, sù? Un- 
der the pretext of having committed an act which 
the provincial government of Great Britain was 
pleased to call a-violation of its provincial law, 
and upon territory, too, that the honorable chair- 
man of foreign affairs here upon this floor declares 
tu be the property of Maine by the most clear and 
perfect title! ` Ed 
Yes, sir, a citizen of Maine, let me tell the hono- 
rable gentleman, is at this moment imprisoned in 
a foreign jail by the British Government, for an 
act which that Government has chosen to call an 
offence against itself, and upon territory to which 
the gentleman admits Maine to have the most 
clear and perfect title. He was taken, kidnaped 
from our own soil, and transmitted beyond the 
limits of the United States, and is still there in pri- 
son; and yet the gentleman said he had no disposi- 
tion, for. reasons which he mentioned, for pressing 
the aggression upon the consideration of the Louse. 
Sir, this is not the policy which Maine expects of 
this Administration upon this subject; and it is not 
the policy which it- becomes this House to adopt. 
Mr. Speaker, calamitous, and unfortunate in 
other respects, as the recent events on eur frontier, 
in the vicinity of Niagara, may be regarded by gen- 
tlemen from New York.. Tcannot but congratu- 
late myself, and the State There represent in part, 
that they have occurred. I congratulate myself, 
and the State of Maine on account of these events, 
because I believe they will have a direct tendency 
to bring to the consideration of this House, and of 
the Government, and of the country, the aggres- 
sions which’have been perpetrated upon the terri- 
tory and rights of Maine, by the British Govern- 
ment. ‘They will tend to bring to the considera- 
ion of Congress, the worth of the liberty of a citi- 
zen of aState so far in the eastern extremity of 


a 


‘this Union as is Maine, and’ thë worth of protec- 


ting inviolate the territory.of that State. They. 
willserve to remind this. House and the nation of 
iis duty to a territory that has béen-thus drawn in- 
to dispute, exceeding in extent the Territory. of 
near: two or three’-of the entire States ‘of. the. 
Union.. I have ‘observed, sir, in i 
ments communicated by the Secretary of State, 
respecting our relations with Mexico, that 
the mere circumstance that the “Minister. of 


that Government, on the eve of his leaving the. 
country, had the audacity to print a pamphlet. of a. 
| character esteemed offensive to the Secretary of 
State, or to our Government, has been regarded as 


sufficient consequence to call for the special consi- 
deration of this House and of the nation, and held 
up in the light of an offence that should inflame the 
nation intoa war upon the Government of that 
Minister. Sir, if such an unimportant circum- 
stance is esteemed to be of such magnitude in our 
relations with Mexico, may I not express some sur- 
prise that the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Affairs should be so inclined to 
overlook the outrages committed upon the citizens 
and rights and-territory of Maine as ‘the British 
Government has been, and: still is; guilty of? I 
repeat, sir, that I am gratified, and it must be a 


‘subject of legitimate congratulation in Maine, that 


events have taken place of a character to arouse 
the attention of the Representatives of New York 
upon this floor to the outrages of the British Go- 
vernment, inasmuch as it will tend to elevate the 
aggressions committed by the same Government 
upon the people and rights of Maine, to equal con- 
sideration on the part of this House and of the 
present Administration, wiih that bestowed upon 
the offensive pamphlet published by the Mexican 
Minister. Let the injuries of Maine constitute, at 
least, as much of an appendage to the aggressions 
committed by the British Government upon New 
York, as the published pamphlet, to which 1 have 
alluded, has been made to our unsettled claims up- 
on Mexico. Sir, I hope the resolutions offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Fillmore,) 
will pass with unanimily; and if they will bear the 
construction of a call upon the President for all the 
information he possesses relative to violations of 
our treaty relations with Great Britain upon the 
extreme eastern border, where a citizen of the 
United States has been kidnapped and carried out 
of the country by the British Government, I shall 
like the resolutions so much the hetter. I hope 
they will bear this broad construction. But for 
what they do mean I go for them, and hope they 
will pass, as Tam sure they will. 


SPEECH OF MR. HUBBARD, 
Ov New HAMPSHIRE. 

In Senate, February Tth and 8th, 1838--Upon the bill 
‘to impose additional duties, as depositaries, up- 
on certain public officers, to appoint Receivers 
General of public money, and to regulate the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement, of the 
public money of the United States.” 

If, Mr. President, the honorable Senator from 
Virginia is governed by those high considerations, 
which he ascribes to his course: If, as he says, 
the pure love of country controls his actions here: 
Ifhehas the consiousness of having honestly and 
faithfully discharged his public duty, what has he 
to fear from allthe denunciations of party? Armed, 
as he must be, so strong in honesty, he would disre- 
gard all the bitter persecutions of political preju- 
dice. The Americanpeople are too well informed, 
not to understand the acts of every public man, 
and too discerning, not to see the motives which 
induce those acts, and they are too just, however 
much they may censure the action, to condemn 
the actor, if his course of action has been governed 
by the high considerations of public duty. I shall, 
sir, judge no man. T will not, for a moment, in- 
dulgethe thought that any view of self-elevation, 
of personal aggrandisement, can influence the course 
‘of any member of this Senate. 1am bound to be- 
lieve that the distinguished public men of our 
country, whatever may be their passion for pre- 
ferment, their ambition for place, are nevertheless 
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governed in their public course by considerations 
of patriotism. Mr. Presidest, I feel aiso, in com- 
mon with the honorable Senator from Virginia, the 
responsibilities which devolve ôn me; and itis my 
purpose to act, here and elsewhere, as one that must 
give an account. All I cañ sayis, that ifit should 
sohappen, that my course, on this. oton any other . 
great measure of public policy, shall not meet the 
approbation of my constituents, that T shall be 


| ready, at their bidding, to give up my place to and» 


ther, who shall ‘better represent the will. of tl 


The Senator from Virginia has very distinctly 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the object and de- 
tails of the bill emanating from the.Committee on 
Finance. He has stated, and truly stated, that itis 
the same in principle with the bill of the last ses- 
sion. ‘The fate of that. bill is matter of history. It 
originated in this branch of Congress; was here fully 
discussed, most critically and carefully considered, 
and finally received the sanction of the Senate. Its 
fate in the House of Representatives was not so 
fortunate for the Government or the country. It 
was laid upon the table; and notwithstanding the 
agitation of the public mind in relation to this sub- 
ject, notwithstanding the peculiar condition of the 
currency of the country, and of the finances of the 
Government, the bill there yet remains; and as far, 
sir, as I have been able to learn the passing events, 
not a movement has been made since the com- 


‘mencement of the present session, to bring this 


most important subject to the consideration of that 
branch of Congress; a subject immediately. con~ 
nected with the. collection, custody, and disburse- 
ment of the money of the people. _ 

The Senator from Virginia says that he anticipa- 
ted, at this session, a different measure. The final 
disposition of the bill of the last session, the in- 
dications of popular sentiment which have taken 
place since it was first brought forward, and the 
sentiments of the recent Message of the President, 
led him to suppose that a different policy would be 
manifested; that a measure more in accordance 
with the pubhe mind would now have been pre- 
sented for the consideration of Congress. There is, 
sir, a radical difference between the Senator and 
myself, in relation to the state of popular opinion. 
If the Senator will appeal to the great working 
classes of our community, to the actual cultivators 
of the soil, the mechanics and tradesmen of the coun- 
try, he will find a deep-rooted conviction that the 
time has come when all financial connection be- 
tween the Government of their choice and the 
banks of the States ought, in their judgment, to be 
dissolved. A different sentiment, I have no doubt, 
pervades other portions of the community. 

But I feel a perfect confidence that, if this ques- 
tion could now be submitted to the American peo- 
ple— Shall the revenues of the Government hereafter 
be collected and disbursed independent of banking insti- 
tulions? ”—that the Senateér would find, from the re- 
sponse, that he had altogether mistaken the state of 
public opinion. 

I am somewhat surprised that the Senator should 
have anticipated any different measure from the 
character of the Message. ‘The President says: 
“Ifa majority of Congress see the public welfare in œ 
different light, and more especially if they should be 
satisfied that the measure proposed would not be accept- 
able to the people, I shall look to thetr wisdom to substi- 
tute such as may be more conducive to the one and 
more satisfactory to the other. In any event, they may 
confidently rely on my hearty co-operation, to the fullest 
extent which my views. of the Constitution and my sense 
of duty will permit.” “There is nothing in this para- 
graph which could lead the Senator to anticipate 
the recommendation of a different measure. The 
mind of the President was unaltered. “I have (he 
said) found no reason to change my own opinion 
as to the expediency of adopting the system pro- 
posed, being perfectly satisfied that there will be 
neither stability nor safety, either in the fiscal af- 
fairs of the Government, or in the pecuniary trans- 
actions of individuals and corporations, so long as 
a connection exists between them, which, like the 
past, offers such strong inducements to make them 
the subjects of political agitation.” The Senator 
could not have anticipated from this part of the 
President’s message that he was in favor of any 
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different measure. He says that he anticipated a 
` report from the Committee on Finance of a dif- 
ferent bill; from the indications of popular. opinion 
since the last session of Congress. Considering 
the free’ and representative character Of our Go- 
vernment, I admit that the state of public opinion, 
at all’ times, should and would have a controlling 
influence with every public man; and the Presi- 
dent himself has not communicated a ‘sentiment 
conflicting with this safe Republican principle... He 
has ‘well said, that “the national will is the su- 
preme law of the Republic, and on all subjects 
within the limits of his. constitutional powers, 
should be faithfally obseryed by the public: ser- 
vant.” “Local- elections for State officers have, 
however, been held in several of the States, at 
which the expediency'of the plan ‘proposed by the 
Executive has been more or less discussed. You 
will, Lam confident, yield to ‘their ‘restilts thé re- 
spect due ta every expression of the public voice.” 
_ “Desiring, however, to arrive at truth anda just 
view of the subject in all its bearings, you will at 
the same time. remember that questions ‘of far 
deeper and more immediate local interest than the 
fiscal plans of the National Treasury were involv- 
ed in those elections. “Above all, we cannot over- 
look the striking fact; that there were at the time 
in those States more than one hundred and sixty 
millions of bank capital, of which large portions 
were subject to actual forfeiture, other large por- 
tions upheld only by special and limited legisla- 
tive indulgencies, and most of it, if not all, to a 
greater or less extent dependent for a continuance 
ofits corporate existence upon the will of the State 
Legislatures to be then chosen.” i 

‘The Senator from Virginia, and the Senator 
from Massachusetts, have alluded to: the elections 
which have taken place in Maine, Indiana, and 
New York, as evidence of a most extraordinary 
change in public opinion with reference to this 
measure. This.may be.so, and it may be other- 
wise. Questions having no connection with this 
Independent Treasury scheme may have controlled 
those local elections; and I submit whether any 
thing unfavorable to the policy of the Administra- 
tion is inferrable from those results. In Maine, 
ihe aggregate vote given for State Senators shows a 
Democratic majority, while the votes for Gover- 
nor indicate a different result. Roth may equally 
express the will of the people; and all that can be 
inferred from the result of the Maine election is, 
that the Democratic candidate for Governor did 
not command the same support that the Democra- 
lic candidates fur the State Senate received. In New 
York, also, itis perfectly clear that fifty thousand 
less votes were cast at the last than at the next 
preceding election. On this subject I will: say that, 
if the the present incumbent of the Presidential of- 
fice, and the whole combined force of the Opposi- 
tion concentrated in a candidate friendly to a Na- 
tional Bank, or friendly to the State deposite policy, 
were now before the people for oflice, the result of 
such a contest would be a fair expression of the 
popular will, and, unless I wholly mistake the signs 
of the times, would conclusively show that the 
present state of the public mind, in relation to this 
question, has been greatly misapprehended and 
greatly misrepresented. 

It has been stated, Mr. President, that the general 
object of this measure was a, separation of the Gov- 
ernment from the banks. And is there any. mem- 
ber of this Senate who would advocate a continu- 
ance of this connection, in the ‘present state of the 
banks themselves?. Vo sir, It then becomes, at 
once, a matter of duty for Congress to make ade- 
quate provision for the collection, safe-keeping and 
disbursement of the public revenues. The banks 
cannot be employed as the fiscal agents of the 
Government, in their present acknowledged state of 
bankruptcy. It would be monstrous to require the 
Government, in the present state of affairs, to make 
deposite of its funds with these State institutions. 


The subject, then, is one most emphatically de- , 


manding the consideration of Congress. 

The power of this Government would be enfec- 
bled, if not endangered, by the destruction of its 
financial resources. Itis the unembarrassed ope- 
ration of the fiscal system of this Government, that 


gives. to it life, vigor and stability. And the Con~ 


ild be faithless in the 
“should they fail to 


gress of the United State 
discharge of their high” 
make ample provisio safe-keéping of. the 
public funds: ` What then is to be done? The de- 
positories of the public money, under the act of 
June, 1836, have failed'to. perform their engage- 
ments to the Government, and to meet the just ex- 
pectations of the community. _ The Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, without a direct Violation of law, cannot 
longer employ these institutions as the fiscal agents 
of the Government. - And I am, sir, well-satisfied 
that there will be “neither safety or stability, so long 
as the connection exists between them and the Gov- 
ernment.” ‘The time has come then when some- 
thing should be done. ‘The Committee on Finance 
have reported this bill as the result of their reflec- 
tions. “If it shall be adopted, the care of the pub- 
lic funds will be committed to the charge of agents 
directly responsible to the Government, who de- 
rive their official existence through the effect of 
public law, and their whole duty isdefined and regu- 
lated by public enactment. They are bound to 
collect, safely keep and disburse the public reve- 
nues. In this way the Governmentat once acquires 
the exclusive control of the public funds. ~ In the 
hands of its own agents, they are in no way liable 
to depreciation or loss. ` 

They can iu no way become the means for spe- 
culation, The same funds which shall be -re- 
ceived shall be disbursed. But the moment the 
public money is mingled with the money of bauk- 
ing corporations, that moment the control and 
management of the Government funds is put be- 
yond the power of the department charged with 
the fiscal operations of the country, The-direct 
benefit resulting from the separation is, ‘that the 
Government will always be unembarrassed in con- 
ducting ns own financial affairs.. It must possess, 
at all times, full knowledge of its own resources ; 
and, in pursuance of public Jaw, can invariably 
command its own pecuniary means. It will be 
recollected that the public moneys were deposited 
with the United States Bank, agreeably to the pro- 
visions of the charter, subject to the control of the 
Treasury Department. It will also be recollected 
that those deposites were transferred to the State 
institutions, and the act of June, 1836, provided 
for the regulation of the deposites of the public 
money in those local banks. The history of the 
connection with the Bank of the United States and 
with the State institutions furnishes a lesson of 
experience which cannot be lost upon the country, 
and which must have prepared the public mind 
for the measure now recommended. 

Tam then, Mr. President, for the bill, because 
it prohibits, under the severest penalties, the use of 
the public money for any purpose whatever; and 
because it secures to the Government the entire 
control of the public funds. .There is another 
leading object contemplated by the bill, which is, 
gradually to effect a change in the kind of cur- 
rency in which the public revéntes shall be re- 
ceived. I should have been entirely. content to 
have left this matter to the law of 1789, and to the 
resolution of 1816. Iam not one of those, how- 
ever, who regard this provision of the bill with 
any alarm. It must be matter of great indifference 
to banks of discount whether the revenues of the 
Government shall be collected exclusively in gold 
or silver, or whether in paper equivalent to specie, 
and which may be converted into specie at the place 
where received. 


a description of paper can have no occasion to be 
alarmed from the practical effect of this measure. 
Those banks only whose paper shall be depre- 
ciated, and whose circulation shall be worth. less 
than specie, will experience embarrassment from 
the operation of this bill. It cannot be the object 
of the Government to lend its aid to sustain instita- 
tions of this character. The legalized currency of 
the Government should never be a depreciated 
currency. Gold and silver only have a fixed and 
standard value, and all other deseriptions of money 
possess a mere relative value. The public funds 
should be collecicd in a currency uniform’and of 
intrinsic and equal worth in every part of the 
Republic. The operations of the Government 
would necessarily result in pecuniary loss’ by 
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- specie than in another. 


If paper money shall be equal in | 
valuc to the precious metals, the bank issuing such 


property of the American 
received and- disbutsed by 
their. agent, ina currency’ rec 
stitution and sanctioned’ by publi 


These considerations, ‘Mr, President; Should in- 
duce Congress, at as- early a day as may. be con- 
sistent with „the interest. and convenience’ of ‘the’ 
tax-payers, lo provide for’ the collection of the. 
public reveaues exclusively. in a currency of a. 
fixed and standard value; and this is all that the 
bill proposes in this respect. “It provides, for this. 
salutary change in the most gradual manner—in’a. 
manner Safe, practical, and convenient... aot 

. These are the leading and general objects of 
the bill reported from ‘the:Commitice on Finance. 
And what, sir, are the objections which have been, 
urged against this measure? ~o., eral 

First, That it estabishes a Government ‘bank, 
more odious in its, character; and more: alarming: 
in its effects upon the industry: of the country, than: 
even was the late bank of the United States, 

Tf this were so, how.does it ‘happen that) every” 
friend of a National Bank in this, andin the other, 
branch ‘of Congress, opposes. this measure. with 
every possible degree. of virulence and of hostility? 
Not because té is, but becanse it is not a bank; be- 
cause it runs counter to every principle and: privi- 
lege of banking institutions—that. this bill meets 
with such unrelenting oppesition.: ` This objection: 
to the bill, made as it has been by the Senator from 
Virginia, and enforced with so much zeal and 
ability, imposes upon me the necessity of travel- 
ling over the same ground which has been so re- 
cently and so ably.oceupied by the chairman of 
the committee. Imust ask the attention of the 
Senate while I examine the details of the bill, with 
a view to answer this most extraordinary, and to 
my mind, most unwarrantable, objection to the 
measure. K E T E : 

The first section’ of this ‘bill, afler| designating 
suitable and convenient rooms ‘for the keeping of 
the public moneys, and giving a ‘locality ‘to the: 
public treasury, provides that the Treasurer of the 
United States, shall keep all the public moneys which 
shall come to his handsin the Treasury of the United 
Slates as hereby constituted, “ until the sume are 
drawn thereform according to law.” 7 

The second section of the bill establishes certain 
places as public depositories, and defines the par- 
ticular duties of the officers charged with the re- 
ceipt, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
all such moneys as may be. deposited at those 
places. f 

The third section designates the duties which 
shall be performed by certain Receivers General, 
to be appointed and stationed at the cities of Bos. 
ton and New York, with reference to the collection 
and disbursement of the publie funds which may 
be deposited at those points. ` 

The fourth section contains substantially the 
same provisions as are contained in the third, and 
gives authority for the appointment of Receivers 
General to be stationed at the cities of Charleston 
and St, Louis, with the same powers and for the 
er aaa ; : i 

e sixth section, after expressly desienatin 
those officers to be charged with the-colieetion cf 
ep papii money, provides that they shall- keep. 
Salely, without loaning or using, all the public money 
pice i sip pre the same shall be ordered to 

nsferred or disburs t ) ʻ 
ment o£ the Governa ed by the proper depart 
ieee provides that the respective 
uatil the sime te ey keep the public money: 

aL Same shall he disposcd of according to 
law. And here, Mr. President, 1 must stop to in- 
fone eae paisa be of the first nine se¢- 
the slightest countenance’ fo 

pa 
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the establishment of a Government bank? 
of issues, abank of circulation? = 

The public funds, which may,in the pursuance 
of these provisions, be placed for safe-keeping in 
some or all of the depositories is, I suppose, to be 
understood as constituting the capital of this great 
Government bank. l 

Bat, unlike all other banking institutions, it pos- 
sesses no power to trade upon this capital. The 
same has been deposited, and is in the safe custody 
of the public officers; but not a dollar of this capi- 
tal, al any time, or under any pretence, can be 
withdrawn, except by the authority of law. The 
Treasurer of the United States, in the capacity 
of acting president of the new discovered bank, 
in conjunction with the whole board of directors, 
in the character of Mint treasurers, collectors and 
receivers, cannot discount one dollar of this capi- 
tal, except it be through the acts of the Legislature 
and’ Executive branches of the Government. 

The capital then of this Government bank is 
placed beyond the reach of any cashier, teller, 
director, or any other officer connected with the 
institution. 

The Senator from Virginia must have imposed 
a severe tax upon his ingenuity, to have conceived 
the remotest similitude between the provisions of 
these nine sections, and the provisions of a Nation- 
al Bank charter, between this measure and a Go- 
vernment bank. 

It must be under the tenth section of this bill 
that the Senator from Virginia imagines that any 
banking power is conferred upon the executive offi- 
cers of the Government. The Treasury Depart- 
ment has, by virtue of this section, authority to 
transfer the moneys in the hands of one depositary 
to the charge of another. A power which has, of 
necessity, been exercised by that Department since 
the foundation of the Government. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has no more power under this bill, 
with reference to the transfer of the public money, 
than he possessed during the existence of the Bank 
of the United States, than he possessed before and 
since the existence of thatinstitution. That officer, 
from the character of the public appropriations, 
must know at what particular points expenditures 
will be required; and he would be a most faithless 
officer to permit the deposites of the public money 
to accumulate in New York, when the wants of 
the Government will demand their use at New Or- 
leans. f 

This power must be vested in some one of 
the Executive Departments. It has been vested 
and exercised, from the commencement ot the Go- 
vernment, by the Treasury Department, to which 
has been committed the oversight and general man- 
agement of the public revenues. ‘The discharge of 
this ‘high, necessary, and responsible duty has 
alarmed the fears of the Senator from Virginia. 
He has exhibited. to our view, as the offspring of 
this power, the hideous spectre of a Government 
Bank. 

There isno power given to the Secretary, in 
transferring the public funds “at his discretion, and 
as the safety of the public moneys and the con- 
venience of the public service shall seem to him to 
require,” to divert those funds, to give to them any 
different direction. Any such order of transfer 
would at once be dishonored; but, if regarded,would 
subject the Secretary himself, and all concerned, to 
the severe, but just, penalty prescribed by the act. 
Such a purpose never could be perfected. It is 
then, sir, to my mind, strange indeed that the bank- 
ing power, which the Senator from Virginia says 
is conferred by this bill, can possibly be inferred 
from this tenth section. 

But there is another clause of this section which 
gives to the Treasurer of the United States, for the 
purpose of payments on public account, power to 
-draw upon the depositories, as the public interests 
and the convenience of the publie creditors shall 
requite; a power coeval with the existence of the 
Government, and without the exercise of which I 
am unable to discover how ils fiscal affairs could 

' safely be conducted. It should, however, be borne 
constantly in ‘mind, that this same Treasurer of the 
United States cannot issue his drafts, except to dis- 

“charge appropriations’ made by law. This is all 
` the control; all the power, which this or any other 
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public officer has over the disbursements of the | 
public money; and yet the Senator says there is - 


established by this bill a power to bank upon the 
public funds. 
The importers must pay their duties, and the pur- 
chasers must pay for their lands; the receivers must 
deposite the avails; the officers charged with the 


custody must safely keep, and must disburse ‘the - 
same, to satisfy the public creditors, upon the: 


drafts of the Treasurer of the United States, issued 
in pursuance of legal appropriations. This is the 
whole power given by this bill to the public officers 
over the public funds. The best individual bend 
or commercial paper in the community cannot 
draw from the safes and vaults of the Treasury a 
solitary dollar on loan. The capital of the Ameri- 
can people cannot be touched by their agents, ex- 
cept for the support of their Government; and then, 
not without the consent of their representatives. 

The committee, in preparing this bill, intended 
to steer clear of any such objection. The bill of 
the extra session, embracing the same general prin- 
ciple, was assailed on this ground. It will,be 
found, in further pursuing the details of this bill, 
that the eleventh section contains the very impor- 
tant provision that all the public moneys, no matter 
where held in deposite, shall be credited “ to tie 
Treasurer of the United States, and shall be at all 
times subject to his draft”? and I have before 
shown whence this same officer derived his autho- 
rity to disburse the public money, and what was 
the extent of that authority. 

This section, then, puts the matter to rest; makes 
confirmation strong as “ holy writ,” that no other 
officer, be he whom he may, ‘ whether president, 
director, cashier, or teller of this Government bank” 
can, by any power he may possess, withdraw any 
portion of the capital, for any purpose. It follows, 
then, that this Government bank cannot issue any 
paper for circulation as money, and has no other 
power over its capital than to discount the Trea- 
surer’s drafts, for the payment of public creditors. 

The thirteenth section gives authority to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, under certain circumstances, 
to direct the public moneys to be specially deposited 
in some selected bank, and prescribes the condi- 
tions and terms upon which deposites shall thus be 
made. The first is, ‘‘ that the banks holding them 
shall be prohibited from making any use of the moneys 
deposited by way of loans, discounts, or in any other 
manner, or for any other purpose whatsoever. And this 
essential provision is most faithfully secured by the 
subsequent terms of this section. 

The fifteenth and sixteenth sections of this bill 
impose additional and important guards for the 
safe-keeping of the public moneys thus deposited, 
tomeet the wants of the Treasury. But it has 
been said that this bill gives authority to indivi- 
duals to make deposites, and to receive certificates 
of such deposites from the Treasury Department, 
and these certificates will pass as the paper money 
of this Government bank. ` 

I am bound to suppose every gentleman sincere 
in the objections which he urges to this measure. 
But, sir, I have looked through and through this 
bill; I have examined it with all the care and atten- 
tron which I can bestow upon ít, and I must say 
that this objection is utterly groundless, without 
any foundation upon which it can rest. 

The nineteenth section, it is true, gives autho- 
rity to a certain description of public officers, 
€ having public money to pay to the United States, and 
all patentees wishing to make payment for patents 
issued, to pay all such moneys at the Treasury of the 
United States,” or at the other places of public 
deposite, and the officers are to give certificates of 
all such payments; and the twenty-seventh section 
also provides that the Treasurer of the United 
States may receive payments in advance for the 
public lands, and give a certificate therefor, which 
shall be received at the land offices; but, so far from 
this constituting a paper currency, their transfer or 
assignment is, in terms, expressly prohibited. 

From these sections is inferred the dangerous 
power given to the Executive to issue a Govern- 
ment bank paper to pass as currency. All the 
power which the Executive has, in relation to this 
matter, is conferred by these two sections F leave 
for others to show where the danger les. -Tt must. 


How, when or where, I cannot ‘see. | 


provide & cony 
lic dues, atid no 
ok 7.01 


y ns 
twentieth section, not only prohibiting any public 
officer, under any pretence, from using the public 
money, but imposing the severe penalty of fine and 
imprisonment, should any such officer transgress. 

The public press, also, since this bill was first 
brought forward, has exerted its power to preju- 
dice thé public mind against this measure, by pub- 
lications without even the shadow of truth to sus- 
tain them. It is said that “the plan is’ drawn up 
with exceeding skill, and apparently with the prin- 
cipal object of ensuring safety to the public’ mo- 
ney. Bat, in reality, it proposes a vast GOVERN- 
MENT BANK ,wholly and without any cheek, under the con- 
trol of the Executive. It would possess ALL THE POW- 
ers or a Nationa, Bank, but without any of the 
cheeks or guards which should surround such an 
institution. To show that I do not dealin mere 
assertion, I propose to point ‘out the true features 
of this abominable ‘plan; and to prove that it is 
nothing inore or less than a Government Bank, 
under the unchecked control of the President; or 
his instrument, the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

“What are the principal POWERS oF à BANK? They 
are, 1. The power of issuing bills, to be used as a 
currency. 2. The receiving and holding deposites 
of money. And 3d. The loaning of money, and 
the buying and selling of exchange, 

“J presume it will be admitted, that the above 
are all the essential powers or PRIVILEGES. OF 
A BANK? The proposed law expressly confers 
all these privileges upon the Treasury Department, ` 
and gives it the whole revenue of the country, and 
all the money which individuals may deposite with 
it, as a capital to.work upon!” oe 

Have I not already shown that this measure 
confers no power to issue a paper currency, to re- 
ceive private deposites, or to loan money? This, 
however, is sent forth to the American people in 
one of the journals in the city of Boston as the 
true character of this public measure. 

In what part of this bill are to be found provi- 
sions tending to the establishment of a Government 
bank, without check, and under the control of the 
Executive? Where is to be found the grant of ex- 
excutive power to issue paper to be used'as a cur- 
rency? Does any part of ‘the bill give authority. 
to receive, and hold. as deposites, the’ money of 
others? Is there any power conferred to loan mo- 
ney, or trade in exchange? No, sir: and if the 
writer of this article had examined this measure 
with a spirit of candor, and free from prejudice, he 
could never have given to the publie sentiments so 
much at war with the spirit and letter of this bill. 
One of the provisions of this much abused mea- 
sure, which must recommend it more. than any 
other, is, that it takes from every officer of the Go- 
verament the power of employing the public funds 
“as a capital to work upon.” Re ean a a 

The Senator from Virginia: says; .a8 between a 
Government Bank, such as this. bill seeks- to esta- 
blish, and a Bank of the United States, such as 
has recently existed, he should pause long before ke 


. should go for a Government Bank. 


In such an alternative he should pause long be- 
fore he could give to this measure his preference. 
I have read, sir, the speech of, the honorable. Sena- 
tor, delivered on this floor in 1834, and it seems to 
me inconceivable that any alternative could be pre- 
sented to his mind which could induce him, under 
any circumstances, to give his support to the re- 
establishment of a National Bank. 

On the occasion to which I have referred, the 
Senator rémarked: ` : : 

«Iam not less sensible, I trust, sir, than other 
‘gentlemen to the sufferings of any portion of my 
fellow-citizens, but I must say that the present eri- 
sis, whatever be its severity, comes alleviated by 
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oné high consolation. It is calculated to awaken, 
and I trust-willawaken, all of us to the true nature 
and dangerous character of that formidable mo- 
heyed power which we have built up by our own 
laws,.and which now sits enthroned upon our. sta- 


tute book in the pride of chartered’ prerogative. 


Sir, we have heretofore been singularly deaf to the 
monitory lessons delivered tous by our fathers and 
predecessors. ` In vain‘did- the Republican states- 
men of 91 warn us of the fatal consequences of 
this ‘first transgression’ of the sacred limits of the 
Constitution; in vain did Mr. Jerrerson, in the 
prophetic passage which was read to us the other 
day by the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) 
tell us of all possible institutions ‘this was the one 
of most deadly hostility against the principles and 
form of our Constitution,’ and that if permitted to 
exist it would one day reduce the. constituted au- 
thorities of the nation themselves under vassalage 
to its will.” oe : 

Is the ‘measure proposed by the Commitlee on 
Finance, a violation of the Constitution? Does ‘it 
conflict with the provisions of. that sacred instru- 
ment? Has it so been pretended by any one? Does 
the Senator wish to ‘be ‘understood that he shold 
pause long before he would go for this bill, when the 
alternative was presented—this vill or a Bank of 
the United States? Sir, I cannot believe that the 
Senator wishes so to be understood. 

‘The bill reported by the committee is free from 
every constitutional embarrassment. It should be 
regarded as a mere measure of expediency. Ican- 
not suppose that any man would give a preference 
to any other measure directly conflicting with the 
letter and spirit of the Constitution. 


The late distinguished colleague of the Senator. 


expressed similar sentiments as to the constitution- 
al power of Congress to establish a United States 
Bank; bul he, at the same time, expressed the sen- 
timeut that. such an alternative might be presented 
as might justify the abandonment of the guards of 
the Constitution, : 

‘When such sentiments shall be avowed, and a 
corresponding course of action shall be manifested, 
we may prepare to surrender the dearest rights of 
freemen. ` , 

Mr. Leicn remarked, upon the bill to extend, for 
a term of six years, the United States Bank charter: 

“But though the people of Virginia do maintain 
the opinion, and have uniformly maintained it, 
and, I think, upon just grounds, that this Govern- 
ment has no constitutional authority to charter a 
National Bank, the developments of the present ycar 
now in rapid progress may serve to convince them 
that the renewal of the present charter of the pre- 
sent bank, with such modifications, and for such a 
term, as experience has shown or shall dictaté to be 
proper, may be the only means which htiman wis- 
dom can devise, to avert or correct measures far 
more unconstitutional, more abhorrent ia principle 
from their opinion, and more dangerous and balè- 
ful in their consequences. The alternatives but 
too likely to be presented to us are, indeed, awful.” 

Sir, I should think so; but so long as I had phy- 
sical strength to sustain me, I would cling to the 
Constitution of my country in all the violence of 
party tempests; and when the last hold should fail 
me, I would sink with the fragments. No alterna- 
tive could be presented to my mind which, for a 
single moment, could induce the surrender of the 
charter of my liberty. 

The Senators from Virginia and Massachusetts 
object to this measure, for the reason that it pro- 
poses one currency for the Government, and ano- 
ther currency for the people. This, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is no new: discovery. It is nota sentiment 
now advanced for the first time by way of objec- 
tion to this bill. It has been, on this floor and 
elsewhere, emphatically reiterated hundreds. of 
times. One currency for the Government—another 
currency for the people. I confess that I am wholly 
unable to comprehend the meaning or the force of 
the objection. Has this Government power to in- 
terfere with the paper circulation established by the 
States? Is it intended to convey the idea that the 
Senate and the House of Representatives, that the 
Executive, with all its appendages, are elevated 
above the people? that they have no connection 


with the people? are inno sense responsible to the . 
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people? If so, L hold-no communion with such 
doctrines. So far from those charged with the le- 
gislative and éxecutive power of this Government 
performing their respective duties independent of 
the: popular will, they shold: themselves. directly 
amenable to the source of all political power in this 


country—to the people themselves. What is our Go. 


vernment but a Government of the people? And 
every measure which shall have received the sanc- 
tin of the law making power under this Government, 
has been originated, debated, examined, and finally 
passed and approved, by the servants of the people; 
men deriving their‘ authority from popular and 
public sentiment. i . 

One currency forthe Governmont—another for the 
poople. : This language has lost its charm. An un- 


prejudiced mind would at once suppose, by the use’ 


of these terms; that Congress was about to establish a 


} currency for the exclusive accommodation and be- 


nefit of those charged with the administration of 
the Government; that, by this bill, a specie cur- 
tency is to be provided exclusively for the execu- 
tive and the legislative branches; and that the 
other members and classes of our community are, 
in terms, disregarded. “Let the Government at- 
tend Lo its own affairs, and let the people attend to 
theirs,” the Senator from Massachusetts has told us 
are “ ill-boding words.” In all this, Mr. President, 
there is more of poetry than of fact; more of fancy 
than reality, : 
What does the bill provide? Does it, in any 
sense, interfere with the currency? Does it regu- 
late the affairs of the Government to thé exclusion 
of the affairs of the people? No, sir. In making 
the necessary provisions for the collection, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement of the public reve- 
nues—in designating the kind of currency- which 
shall be drawn from the people.for the support of 
the Government of the people, to be again paid 
back to the people, the bill does emphatically 
and most faithfully attend to the most important 
affairs of the people and of the whole people. It 
protects and guards their funds fram actual loss 
and from partial depreciation. This, sir, is. the 
character of the measure before us—a measure 
which, if adopted, may last as long as the Govern- 
ment shall last—a measure which can, in no way, 
affect those in power differently from those out of 
power. It affects every member of the community 
who enjoys the blessings of our free and representa- 
uve Government. Let us hear, then, no more 
about one currency for the Government, and an- 
other currency for the people. Ihave, on a former 
occasion, undertaken to show that the provisions 


„of this bill, so far as they relate to the collection 


and disbursement of the public money, are like 
the provisions of the act of 1789. I then traced 
the similarity between the bill before us and that 
act of 1789. I do ‘not now intend to occupy the 
same ground. “I then said all I wished to say on 
that point; but I might well add, for the first quar- 
ter of a century of our existence as a nation, a 
system for the collection and disbursement of the 
public money was preserved substantially the same 
as this bill seeks to establish; and during that 
period, who ever heard that the law of 1789 cre- 
ated one currency for the Government and another 
currency for the people? Who ever heard that 
the act of 1789 attended to the affairs of. the Go- 
vernment, to the cxclusion of the affairs of the 
people? 

= The Senator from Virginia further objects to the 
bill, that it is a measure hostile to the local banks. 
I have often heard this allegation made against the 
late and present Administration. Itcould not with 
the least semblance of truth be made against that 
which has recently terminated. Every encourage- 
ment within the constitutional power of the late 
administration, was extended to the State banks. 


The revenues of the country were placed in depo-- 


site with those instituticns It must be within the 


recollection of every Senator present, that on the: 


first of January, 1837, just before the late Adminis- 


| tration went out of power, the selected State depo- 


site banks held of the public n:oney more than 
forty-two millions of dollars. It will not then be 
said that any measure of severity was inflicted 
upon these local institutions by the late Adminis- 


; tration. Favor upon favor was granted to them. 
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' ded to them. 


Nor can it be said,that, the presen 


ducted, are highly: beneficial to. the: business of: thé” 
country.” And TI have’ yet to learn’ that a-dif- 
ferent feeling has been manifested; or a-different 
sentiment expressed, by any of ‘thé efficient friends: 


of this Administration. | Certainly no. man wilkkac= 
cuse me. With, being unfriendly. to well- regulated“ 
local banks. The little: property which I possess,’ 
is invested in those State institutions; and while T: 
am ready to sustain: them `so long as. they shall 
keep within just limits—-so- long as they shall. go 
forward to accomplish the purposes of their crea- 
tion, I trust that I shall be behind-no man. in-con- 
demning them whenever their-means.shall:- be em= 
ployed, and their. power shall be ‘exerted, to’ en= 
‘courage speculations, or. to countenance frauds: 

The Government of the United- States “has no 
control over these State’ institutions. They derive 
their being from. State authority; and ‘to the States, 
and tò. the people of thè States, they are solely. re- ` 
sponsible for the manner of executing the trust con- 
No act of the General Government: 
can restrict them in their operations; and no‘act of. 
the General Government can: constitutionally en- 
large their granted privileges. . In all their transac+. 
lions, acting, as they must do, perfectly independent 
of the Government, it was indeed: difficult to. see. 
how any public measure of this kind.could be res 
garded as a measure of hostility against the local 
banks. A E E E 

The object of this bill is to secure ‘the.pablic 
finances from every possible fluctuation Itin nö 
way interferes with State institutions. It may be 
as well said, that, because an individual who has 
been for a period of three years accustomed to Keep 
his money in deposite at a particular bank, shall 
select a different institution at which to do his 
business, that he thereby is carrying’ on a war 
against the bank with which he was first connected, , 
doing all within his power to blast its credit, and, to 
embarrass its’concerns, as to say that. because the 
Government saw fit,. for satisfactory. reasons, to.’ 
‘change the places of deposite, that it thereby is ma- 
nifesting a settled hostility - against the institutions 
first selected to hold in ‘deposité the public money. 
Different, indeed, would be the complexion of this 
affair, if the“ Government could be put in the 
wrong; if these local banks could claim, as matter 
of right, the privilege of receiving "and disbursing 
the public money. g re 

It was clealy a matter of favor up to the pas- 
sage of the act of June, 1836, and the ground of 
rightful claim to the use of the public money, on 
the part of the banks since that time, I will leave 
for others to.settle. The public funds were placed 
on deposite with these loeal institutions. ‘They 
Were permitted to retain them no longer than suited 
the convenience or favored the interest of the de- 
positor. There was no contract that the banks 
should keep the deposites any length of time. It 
was perfectly competent for the depository to put 
an end fo the trust at any moment. It could re- 
turn the fund whenever it accorded with its con- 
venience, or suited its pleasure; and the depositor 
would have no just cause oftcomplaint. The na- 
ture of the relation between the Government sand 
the banks, must necessarily have left either the one 
or the other at liberty to dissolve the connection at 
any moment. Such must have been the fair ins 
ference resulting from this relation anterior, to 
June, 1836,. when the act was passed to. regniate 
the deposite of the public money. inthe ‘selected’ 
depositories. That act conferred certain - privi- 
leges, and imposed certain ‘obligations upon the 


` deposite banks; and if these institutions could show 


a fulfilment of all the duties devolving .on them 
under this act, I certainly would not undertake 
to justify the withdrawal of the deposites, except - 
for public purposes: Ifsuch were the state of the. 
question, the Senator from Virginia might say that 
the passage of this bill would evince a hostility to 
the State deposite banks, But entirely different ig 
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the case: these local institutions have disregarded 
their obligations to the Government—have wholly 
failed to perform their engagements, and if they 
are now suffering, it isa suffering which they 
have brought upon themselves, without the pri- 
vity or agency of the Government. 

i most freely admit. that the passage of this bill 
will effectually put down unsound and irresponsi- 
ble banking insututions, while it can have no in- 
jurions effect upon those of an opposite character. 

The bill contemplates the collection and dis- 
bursement of the revenue independent of banks. 
It seeks to separate from them. as fiscal agents, to 
manage the affairs of the Government in its own 
way; Dit these acts evince no hostility to the bank- 
ing system; it leaves the banks as it found them. 
The Government at no time employed but about 
one-tenth part of the banks of the country as pub- 
lic depositories. The neglect to employ the others, 
was never charged upon the Government as an 
act of hostility to them; and the discontinuance of 
those which may have been selected, cannot, with 
any more justice, be regarded as an act of hostility 
to them. 

The hoarding of specie has been alleged to be 
the tendency of this measure, and on that account 
objectionable. I have listened to the course of re- 
mark jn relation to this particular objection, and I 
really should suppose, from the character of the 
debate, that were the public revenues now all re- 
quired to be collected in gold and silver, that the 
consequence would be the necessary abstraction of 
the whole amount of the revenues from actual 
circulation. That this Government collects to 
keep, not to disburse; and that every dollar which 
shall be paid into the National Treasury, is to be 
locked up in the iron chests and safesof the Depart- 
ment, and for all the usesof anaciual moneyed capi- 
tal, these. collections might be as well sunk in the 
ocean. .How..is this, Mr. President? Is this Go- 

` verament thus to conduct. its affairs? Is this Go- 
vernment thus to act the part of the sordid miser? 
Let us examine this subject, and we shall at. once 
discover that nothing.can be more unfounded than 
the charge, that the tendency of this measure is a 
hoarding up of specie. Itcan be matier of very 
little importance to the people what shall be 
the character of the revenue receipts, if those 
receipis are 10 be withdrawn from the circulating 
mediuor H the moment they are deposited in the 
vaulis of the Treasury, they are no tonger to per- 
form the ollices of money; no longer to makea 
part of the general currency. The revenues 
might. as. well be collected in iron as in gold. 
But nothing can be further from the truth. The 
practical operation uf our revenne system is 
but an indirect tax upon the people, and it would be 
equally an act of palpable injustice to collect mo- 
ney from them, either for the purpose of loaning to 
the banks, or of locking up in the Treasury. 

J trust the time has at length arrived when, under 
the operation of our laws—with a well regulated 
commerce—a steady and natural course of trade 
and manufactures—when supply shall not exceed 
demand—that no more money- will be drawn from 
the people than shall be necessary for the proper 
support of the Government. This is the grand de- 
sideratum in political economy—and to this point, 
not only theexperience of the country, but the effect 
of the existing tariff system directly tends. Take, 
for example, the collections and disbursements for 
the last two years, and the result will show this fact 
most emphatically, that none of the peaple’s money 
has been hoarded up in the public Treasary. It 
willshow this additional fact, that the public receipts 
bear a most fortunate proportion to the public ex- 
penditures; that at the commencement of the year 


1838, there was but a little more than a million of . 


dollars unexpended in the Treasury, and that not 
jess than fourteen millions of dollars was then re- 
maining acharge upon the Treasury, as s the balance 
of outstanding appropriations, 
The receipts into the Treasury, in 
1836, were. - - - $48,873,964 36 
The balance in the Treasary, Jan- 
nary Ist, 1836 ~- - 26,749,863 96 


Making in the Treasury, January 


lsn, (re z > 75,623,868 32 


In the course of the year 1836 the 
actual expenditures amounted to 


Leaving an unexpended balance, 
January Ist, 1837 - 
The receipts into the Treasury, re- 
ceived and estimated to January 
Ist, 1838, were - - 


45,968,523 86 


23,499,981 00 
Making the amount of receipts, 
January Ist, 1838 - - 
The expenditures, made and esti- 
mated in 1837 . - - 


69,468,504 86 


Leaving in the Treasury, January 

ist, 1838 - - - 
Of this balance, 

there has been 

deposited with 

the States - $28,101,644 97 
To this may be ad- 

ded the amount 

of funds not a- 

vailable, viz: - 5,000,000 00 


34,187,143 29 


Making the whole sum unavailable 33,101,644 97 


Which will leave unexpended in 

the Treasury, Jan. Ist, 1838. - $1,085,498 32 

It will also appear, from the estimates of receipts 
and expenditures for the current year, as presented 
by the head of the Treasury Department, that thc re 
will be, on the first of January, 1839, less than a 
million and a half of dollars remaining in the peb- 

lic Treasury; and at the same time there will lie a 

balance of old appropriations, chargeable upon the 
Treasury, of eleven millions of dollars. The idea. 
then, is preposterous, of hoarding up large amoun's 
of the public money, of withdrawing from circula- 
tion, of abstracting‘from actual use, any alarming 
portions of the public funds. 

The tariff of 1841 will bring down the revenues 
of the country to the wants of the Government; and 
there is every reasonable prebability that the time 
is far removed when the public receipts shall very 
much exceed the public expenditures. Nor will 
the ‘tendency of this measure be an internal drain 


‘of the precious metals, even upon the supposi- 


tion. that every dollar of the public revenges shall 
be collected in gold and silver; for this plain rea- 
sou, that the amount collected from the pecple will 
be disbursed to the people; and that the kind of cur- 
rency drawn from the peopl: will return to them 
again. Nor can the tendency of this measure he 
to keep specie at a premium; or, in more appropri- 
ate language, to keep paper at a discount. 

It must be the purpose of the honorabie Senator 
from Virginia to have the revenues collected e:ther 
in specie, or in paper equivalent to specie. Jn either 
case, the revennes would be received, in every 
practical sense, in a currency not depreciated, Lut 
having a standard value; for it seems to me to be 
wholly immaterial to the public creditor whether 


he is paid in gold and silver, or in bank paper con: 


vertible on the spot into specie. The difference is 
more in sound than substance.. The bill of the 
committee looks to the collection of the Govern- 
ment revenues in a perfectly sound enrrency; and 
this must be the wish of every Senator present. 
The bill goes farther: it looks to the keeping of this 
same revenne from every possible change, so that 
the same may be disbursed ja a currency of an 
equal value; and this, too, must be the desire of 
every friend of the Constitation and of the country. 
The direct effeet of this policy would be to raise 
the standard of local. bank paper, and to sustain 
the credit of such State institutions whose credit 
merited support. 

The Senator from Virginia has alluded to the 
Conservative party; as he has been pleased to coll 
it, and has given an interesting account of the 
origin and influence of this political association, 
Tam, Mr. President, very certain that the distinc- 
tive name of this party. was not conferred at any 
time by way of odium, either by any individual or 
by any other political sect. It was a name 
assumed by themselves; and I am equally certaia 
that the chairman of the Committee on Finanee, 
in the course of his very able speech, did not use 


35,281,361 57 


29,655,244 46 | 
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„as small în number or as powerless i in influen 


the word Conservative, or tof the party € 


in any offensive sensé. “I Jes 
ever, with him to settle with 
‘The distinguished genfleman 
given to the Senate, inthe ce 
many happy cand. appropriat 
ancient. as. well as. from mode 
has made allusions, from his. exten eading, t 
a historical ‘fact, as illustrative of the ‘peculiar 
position and destined influence of | the” political 
party to which he -professes to. belong.. He has 
told us that, after the battle of Salamis, those who 
had taken part in that memorable confi 
ing to the custom, were required to place upon the 
altar of Neptune written billets, _ designating the 
person who had rendered most service in the battle 
and was entitled to the highest distinction... Each 
one wrote first his own name, and a great. majority 
wrote the name of Themistocles as their second 
choice. That, although the friends of his policy 
were few in number, yet the friends of -both the 
great systems, now put forth as antagonistical to 
each other, would prefer his. plan to that of their 
opponents; and thus he expected, as a second choice, 
to draw to the support of his measure the usani- 
mous vote of the Senate. I pray that the Senator 


himself may not. become, like’ Themistocles, dissa- 


tisfied with this second choice, and, like 
to Sparia,. and there have awardé 
the second honors, bat. thai ; 
Athenian general, love ` Themistocles less and 
Greece more. - : 

I would apply this historical fact’ to poli tical 
life. Twould suppose that the much abused occu- 
pantof the White House was a candidate for the 
Presidency. With his known opinions ‘upon the 
subject of revenue and of currency, he would com- 
mand the support of the friends of the measure 
emanating from the Committee on Finance, and 
now before the Senate. The National Bank party 
would put forth their favorite candidate, and these 
two parties eombine the great portions of the peo- 
ple; that the advocates of: the State Bank depasite 
system should rally and’ present their candidate, 
and, holding in. their hands the balance of power, 
should compel ont or the other party to write The- 

nd len and 1S, candidate 


the. Senator lend his 
thwarting popular senti 
This historical allusion is: “not withou ‘ips 
tion, and T hepe not withont profit, 
tle of Salamis isto be fought. -The Pe 
narch, in all the magnificence of wealth’ jan: tios 
power, is in the field; the liberties of Athens and of 
all Greece are again assailed; the friends of equal 
rights, under their “Aristides ‘the J ust,” will come 
to the rescue, and deliver their country, and the in- 
stitutions of their country, from the assaults. of this 
evemy to public.and to private liberty. |... 

The great mass of the bank power of the cann- 
try is now arrayed against | ‘the. Government, to af- 
fect arevolution in ‘public. opini ue it is that 
the Senator. from Massachusetis,.an a former occa- 
sion, remarked: ‘That he consid red the question 
of renewing the bank charter as entirely. Seitied. 
It could not be renewed. Public opinion, he 
thought, very unfortunately for the country, had 
decided against it; and while there was a strong and 
nrevailing sentiment in the minds of the comma. 
nity against a measure, it was quite useless to 
move such a measure. For himself, he should 
take no partin any attempt to renew the charter af 
the bank. . The people hed decided against its eon 
iUnnance, and it must expire. H, while her remain- 
ed here, there should be a general call-of tbe coun- 
try for a new national institution, he should, of 
course, be.ready to ail in ils establishment. But, 
for himself, it was his stated purpose to do nothing 
more, in relation to a National Bank, til a deci- 
sive lead should be given in. that direction by the 
public opinion.” Butit requires no opties keen to 
see that, in his view, the fit time has come. 

I pray to Heaven that there may be no Ameri- 
can Themistocles, who may haye contributed to 
elevate the fame, and to establish the liberties of 
his beloved country, will, lke him, dese: 
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country in the day of its danger, dnd seek protec- 
: tion, like the Grecian Themistocles, wit ‘the ene- 
my of his country, and throw himsel{iato the arms 
of the: Persian monarch, and exert the mighty ener- 
gies of his mind, in conjunction with that enemy, 
to supplant the institutions’ of his native land, even 
should that enemy give him “a Magnesia for his 
bread, a Myus ‘for his meat, or a Lampsachus for 
his wine.” “a ie 

I have, Mr. President, noted some of the objec- 
tions which have been made to the bill reported 
from the committee, and I have endeavored to an- 
swer those objections. There are still other objec- 
tions which the Senator from Virginia has urged 
against this measure, which I may have occasion 
to consider after I shall bestow upon his substitute 
a passing notice; and in the outset I freely admit, 
that it must have required no inconsiderable degree 
of moral .courage to bring forward, at this calami- 
tous period ‘of our history, a measure intending 
practically to revive a system which has been the 


fruitful source of the calamities which, as a nation . 


and as individuals, we'are now suffering. I’ pur- 
pose,to examine the details of the proposed amend. 
ment, in order to show that, so far from its being 
any improvement of the bill of 1836, it is more 
objectionable ; that it throws around the State depo- 
site banks (which, under this amendment, are to 
be selected) no sufficient guards for the safe-keep- 
ing of the public funds, but commits to their custo- 
dy the whole revenues of the Government, relying 
on the honor and integrity of these depositories for 
the forthcoming of the people’s money. 

ĮI have, with as much time and attention as I 
could-devote to the consideration of this substitute, 
examined itin its various details, and I must con- 
fess that I have not yet been able to understand 
some of its provisions, when comparing them with 
the existing provisions. of the act of June 23, 1836. 
It is perfectly apparent, from the phraseology of 
the fourteenth section of this amendment, that the 
Senator from Virginia does not contemplate a total 
repeal‘of the act of 1836. That section is in these 
words: “That all acts and parts of acts coming 
within the purview of this act, are hereby re- 
pealed.” 

The first section of the amendment declares: 
“ That the number of banks authorized by the act 
of June 23, 1836, to be employed as depositories 
of the public money, shall not exceed twenty-five 
—to be selected with reference to the wants and 
convenience of the Treasury in conducting its fis» 
cal operations.” ` 

By the first section of the act of June, 1836, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is required to select for 
public depositories such of the banks, incorporated 
by the several States, and by Congress for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or by the Legislative Councils of 
the respective Territories for the said Territories, 
as may be located at, or convenient to, the places 
where the revenue may be collected and disbursed; 
and in the proviso to said section, it is expressly de- 
clared that at least one deposite bank shall be se- 
lected in each. State and Territory, if one can he 
found in each State and Territory willing to be em- 
ployed as a deposite bank. I can hardly suppose 
that the Senator from Virginia intended to prohibit 

_ the Secretary from making at least a selection of 
, one batik in each State and Territory; because, in 
the several States and in each of the Territories, 
portions of the public revenue are collected and dis- 
bursed. In the Territory of Wisconsin, large sums 
are collected from the sales of the public lands; and 
in each of the States and Territories more of less 
of the public money is annually disbursed for 
the necessary support of the Government, in the 
payment of its officers, and in the discharge of its 
liabilities to the publie creditors. If, then, sir, the 
State bank deposite systém is to be revived by the 
express legislation of Congress, I trust that the Se- 
nator, if he designs to repeal the act of 1836, will 
so modify his proposition as to give an undoubted 
power to select at least one deposite bank in each 
State and Territory; but if the last section of the 
amendment only repeals so much of other acts as 
conflicts:-with this, it will leave in force the provi- 
sion authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
select one bank in each State’ and Territory; and 
also, that where there are no banks in States within 


which the public collections or -disbursements re- 
quire a depository, to make arrangements with a bank 
or banks in some other State, Territory, or District, 


to establish an agency or agencies in the States, i 


Territories, or Districts so destitute of banks. “And 


the amendment also leaves in full force the provi- > 
sion which prohibits the Secretary-of the Treasury .; 
& from suffering to remainin any deposite bank-an . 


amount of the public moneys ‘more than a sum 
equal to three-fourths of the amount of -its capital 
actually paid in.” o 

It certainly may be questioned if the Senator 
contemplated an entire and unqualified repeal 
‘of the deposite act of June, 1836, whether this 
‘important restriction of suffering to remain in de- 
posite any more of the pubiic money than a sum 
equal to three-fourths of the capital stock of the 
deposite banks, can even apply to the twenty-five 
banks to be selected. If the Senator designs his 
substitute as a mere addition to the deposite act of 
June, 1836, many of the difficulties which now oc- 


cur to my mind, regarding the amendment as a ` 


new and independent system, would be avoided. 
The second section of the honorable Senator’s 


amendment contains substantially the third and _ 


fifth sections of the act of June, 1836, with one 
essential addition, that the fifth section of the old 
law prohibited the Secretafy of the Treasury from 
selecting or continuing any bank.as a deposite 
bank, which shall not redeem its notes and bills on 
demand with specie. The second section of the 
substitute extends the prohibition to all banks 
which shall not pay all demands against it prompt- 
ly in specie, when required. The third section of 
this amendment is entirely new, so far as it goes 
to require the resolution of both Houses of Con- 
gress to give effect to any selection of a deposite 
bank, which the Secretary may think proper to 
make. This prevision is intended by the honoro- 
ble Senator to check Executive usurpation, and to 
control Executive patronage. 

But this particular provision is not only most ex- 
traordinary in its character, but unprecedented in 
the history of our legislation. The Executive 
branch of the Government, in relation to all 
appointments of the highest responsibility, is re- 
quired to present them for the confirmation of the 
Senate. From the first judicial officer in our country, 
down to thatof adeputy-postmaster, whose annual 
receipt shall exceed a thousand dollars, the Senate of 
the United States, under the Constitution and the law, 
alone has power to control Executive nominations. 
The collectors of your revenue, the receivers at 
your land offices, the treasurers of your mints, can 
only be appointed with the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the United States. But under this 
amendment, the places where these collectors and 
receivers shall make deposite of the public money, 
must be selected by the Executive, not only with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, but with 
that also of the House of Representatives. Here 
isa new addition to the appointing power. The 
popular branch of our Government is to be clothed 
with Executive authority. That branch nearest 
to the people, and which ought, according to the 
doctrine of the Senator from Kentucky, to origi- 
nate all important measures of a legislative cha- 


racter, is by this amendment to be clothed with ` 


power to execute the law. The Senate and House 
of Representatives is to become not only the law 


“making power, butin conjunction with the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, the law executing power. 

I cannot, Mr. President, give to this proposition 
my support. ‘L'o my mind it is extremely objec- 
tionable, and calculated to produce great embar- 
rassment and confusion. I would ask the Senator 
from. Virginia, (in the event of his substitute be- 
coming the law of the land,) that if the Secretary 
should select the Manhattan Bank, in the city of 
New York, as a deposite bank, and Congress 
should be in session, and the Senate, by its resolu- 


tion, approve, and the House should disapprove,- 


of the selection—suppose that this selection should 
become matter of a protracted discussion, what is 
to be done with the public money collected in that 
city in the interim? Suppose that the pulitics of 
New York should not happen at the time to pass 
current in the popular branch of the Government, 
and that no selection could be made in that city of 
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is 


“a deposite bank, which would receive the approba- 


tion of the House of “Representatives; what would 
be done with the public“money under such circum- 
stances? = Suppase’ that.precisely the: same thing- 
should happen.to any selection of a deposite bank 
in the city of Baltimore; ‘whatweuld ihe honorable 
Senator have done with the public money-collected 
and disbursed at, those places: where“ the wants 
and convenience ‘ofthe Treasury in conducting its 


` fiscal. operations” would “seem to demand:the de- - 


posite of a portion of the public money 2° T cantell 
the Senator. what might happens for it will be 
observed: that he has not located’ his twenty-five 
deposite barks, They are to be located, in effect, 
wherever the Senate nnd the House of Represen- 
talives conjointly shall. determine. © The action of 


` the two Houses might ¢ompel the Secretary of the 


Treasury to. select deposite banks: in .the city. of 
Philadelphia, to the exclusion-of. the banks of the 


‘cities. of New: York and Baltimore,: Let there be - 


a majority of the House of- Representatives’ or 
of the Senate opposed to- the Executive ; let 
there he a Senate. and a House of the same 
political character as distinguished those. bodies 
in the session’ of Congress in 1833 :and 1834, . 
and ‘what could prevent the selection. of the 
Bank of the United ‘States chartered by the State 
of Pennsylvania, with its branches established, and. 
to be established, as the. ‘exclasive: depositories of 
the public money. I know thatthe Senator from 
Virginia could not haye bad that: purpose. in 
his mind at the ‘time «he prepared: the. amend- 
ment which he has presentéd. Butit- has 
occurred to my mind that the. adoption of this: third 
section of the Senator’s amendment may: lead, for. 
all practical purposes, to the recharter of the: Bank 
of the United States. “That it may lead, and in all 
probability will lead, to give full employment to 
that institution, its branches, and to those agencies 
which shall be established in the several States and 
Territories under its authority, and by its sanction. 
The moment, sir, that I heard the Senator from 
Massachusetts say that he should prefer the State 
bank deposite system—that he should prefer. any 
thing, or even nothing, to the bill reported by 
the Committee on ;: Finance—sentiments. directly 
conflicting with opinions expressed. by. him. atthe 
extra session of Congress, when nothing was sò ob- 
jectionable to his- mind as’ this: State‘bank deposite 
sysiem; and. the moment I read. this-third” section 
of the- amendment proposed by the Senator. ‘from 
Virginia, I could not but imagine that, when the 
Senator from Massachusetts gave utterance to. his 
opinion, that he must have been perfectly aware ‘of 
the true import and tendency of this third section. 
Sir, would not the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and the honorable Senator from Massachu- 


‘setts, the great champions for theestablishment of a 


Bank of the United States, be perfectly. satisfied 
with the adoption of this entire amendment, if they 
could believe that its adoption would lead to the 
selection of the present Bank of the United States 
and its branches as the depositories of the public 
money? Certainly they would. 

It is of no use to talk about renewing the 
charter of the Bank of the United States, by a di- 
rect ag of Congress, if, by. indirection, the ‘same 
thing can be obtained. That bank, under its char- 
terfrom the State of Pennsylvania, has. authority 
to establish branches in other States. with their. ap- 
probation. Establish this State bank deposite sys- 
tem, and no difficulty would be experienced by. the 
bank in multiplying its branches, with the under- 
standing that such branches weuld contral:the pub- 
lic-deposites which it might be necessary t0 make 
in the States where such branches would be esta- 
blished. thie, a 

Notwithstanding the Senator from. Massachusetts 
said, in this hall, in February; 1835: “Phat he 
considered the question of renewing the bank char- 
teras entirely settled; that the people had decided 


‘against its continuance, and it must expire.” | Not-- 


withstanding this frank anë full declaration, the 
Senator will now come to the support of the. amend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia; which, if Tean 
comprehend the signs of ‘the times, may Jead, for 
all practical purposes, ifthe proposed amendment 
should be adopted, to a renewal of the’ Bank-of the 
United States. The capital of that bank will give 
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to it a perfect control over State institutions, will 
enable il to resume specie payments at its pleasure, 
and to keep down other local banks. | 

Iam, sir, utterly opposed to this third section of 
the amendment; its adoption will, in practice, lead 
to great embarrassment in the safe-keeping of the 
public funds, and stands. opposed to that policy 
which seeks the re-establishment of the currency 
sanctioned by the Constitution and the early en- 
actments of Congress. 

Mr. President, when the Senate adjourned, I 
was considering the details of the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Virginia, to the bill re- 
ported from the Committee on Finance. I had 
stated my objections to the provisions of the first 
and third sections. I will now proceed to state 
other objections to this substitute. 

The sixth section of the amendment is obnoxious 
‘to this objection. It is not imperative. It 
says it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sary to enter into contractsinthename, and forand 
on behalf of the United States, with the said 
banks so selected and employed, whereby the said 
banks shall ‘stipulate to do and perform the se- 
wera! duties and services prescribed by this act.” 
It is a litte remarkable, that in no part of the 
amendment is it made imperative upon the Secre- 
tary, either ta deposite the money, or to make con- 
tracts with the deposite banks to be selected. 

It is a matter left after all to the discretion of that 
officer. I am opposed to it on that ground, after 
whathas taken place—after the entire failure of the 
deposite banks to perform the offices and duties 
which they stipulated to perform; I am unwilling 
to leave this matter of deposites, and of making 
contracts, to the discretion of any officer. I would 
plainly and explicitly point out his duty. I would 
make every pari of the law imperative upon those 
charged with its execution. . 

The eighth section contains an entirely new pro- 
‘vision, and its execution would be altogether im- 
practicable, if 1 rightly understand its requirements. 
The object of the Senator from Virginia is, undoubt- 


edly, to check over-issues, and thereby to preserve | 


in better security the public funds. But does not 
the Senator know that itis the policy of banks, when- 
ever they make an issue of their paper, to ascertain 
where this emission Is to be paid out? and how re- 
mote from the bank itis to be put into circulation? 
A bank in the city of Boston is applied to for a dis- 
count of fifty thousand dollars, Suppose it to be one 
of the favored twenty-five: it makes the discount 
upon the agreement that the bills shall be put in cir- 
culation in the county of Hancock, in Maine, or in 
the county of Franklin, in Vermont, orin the county 
of Coos, in New Hampshire, what banks in the 
vicinity, by reason of this discount, would necessa- 
rily have transactions with the deposite banks, re- 
quiring a settlement as often as once a week? Itis 
not the good and convertible paper of other banks, 
(that any dv posite bank may have on hand,) which 
puts itin jeopardy. Such a description of means 
adds to its strength. The hazard, the exposure, and 
the whole danger, consistsin the amount of ils own 
paper circulation, and this section will prove alto- 
gether inefficient in restraining that cireulation, or 
confining the receipt of its paper to banks in the 
immediate vicinity. There is no occasion ® require 
a deposite or any other bank to exchange the paper 
of other Institutions for specie. Every well con- 
ducied bank will always be prompt to get rid of the 


The ninth section of the subsutute I do not con- 
sider objectionable, if this State deposite system is 
again to receive the legal sanction of Congress. 

I would ask the honorable Senator from Virgi- 
nia to inform me, under his tenth section, what is 
there to prevent the President of the United States 
from issuing another Specie circular, requiring that 
all the revenues shall be thereafter collected in 
gold and silver? There has been, sir, so much ela- 
mor, so much complaint for that act of the late 
Executive, which, at the time and under the eir- 
cumstances, was most patriotie and praiseworthy 
in its conception, and most salutary and useful in 
its operation, that F eonld not have supposed that 
the Senator irom Virginia would have again left 
this matier to Executive discretion. 
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Let us, for a moment, examine the tenth section 
of the Senator’s amendment, Tt provides that the 
reyenues of the United States shall be collected and 


received in gold and silver, or in Treasury notes, - 


or in the notes of banks which are payable and 


paid on demand in the legal coins of thé United ` 


States; similar in its provisions, in this particular, 
to the joint resolution of April,.1816; and as that 
resoluuon has already received a construction—aes 
from that period lo, the present it has not been. con- 
sidered as absolutely imperative upon the Govern- 
ment to take the notes of specie-paying banks in 
payment of;its reyenue—what is there, under this 
section, to prevent the President of the United 
States issuing a circular, direeted to all collectors 
and receivers, to collect and receive the revenues 
exclusively in coin? There is nothing. The elec- 
tion, as to the kind of money to be required, is con- 
fided to the officers of the Government. If the Se- 
nator intends, by the terms of this section, to make 
it the bounden duty of receivers to take paper 
money, why not say so, instead of using the precise 
phraseology of the resolution of April, 1816? 

The remaining sections, in the substitute pro- 
posed, do not materially. change the existing provi- 
sions of the act of June, 1836, and the existing pro- 


_visions of other acts; in relation to the denomina- 


tion of paper money in which any deli due to the 
United States shall be received. k 

This, Mr. President, is the substitute which the 
honorable Senator from Virginia proposes to the 


bill reported from the Committee on Finance; and | 
I would ask whether this substitute onght to find | 


favor in this body? Is it justly entitled to favora- 
ble consideration in any quarter? At a time like 
this, when, by one fell swoop, the local banks 
of ‘our country are involved in an universal bank- 
ruptey—when, with but few honorable exceptions, 
these State institutions, selected as the depositories 
of the public money, have either refused to fulfil 
their engagements to the Government, or have 
“wholly disregarded those engagements for the Jast 
nine months—when not only the Government, but 
every class of our community, is suffering great 
embarrassment,’ and is subject to severe pecuniary 
loss, by the fail 


forward such a proposition, is, to my mind, matter 
of astonishment. ` The events which have recently 
transpired in one of the cities of this Union, should 
induce the honorable gentleman to pause before he 
urges his amendment, and should indece every 
member of this Senate to pause long before he 
adopts this amendment. Every bank, with the 
exception of one in the city of Boston, selected asa 
depository of the public money, has failed, ac- 
knowledging itself unable to redeem its paper and 
to fulfil its obligations to the people. ‘That one, 
which has breasted the storm unmoved, has long 
since paid to your order every dollar of your mo- 
ney it had in charge. That one never could have 
wanted the aid of the public deposifes; and, when 
it received the public funds, was not thereby com- 
peled to depart, in the management of its con- 
certs, from its high and responsible duty to the 
Government. ` 

But the recent failures of State institutions has 
not been confined to the deposite bañks in the city 
of Boston. ‘I might name others in that city which 
had never been selected as the fiscal agents of the 
Government, that have entirely failed to fulfil their 
‘promises: Banks not only having no connection 
with the Government, but ander the direetion of 
men in no respect friendly to the Administration, 
are no longer classed and numbered with the con- 
gregeuon of living, solvent, and responsible State 
institutions, And, sir, can it be that the afor 
from Virginia is prepared to revive that union bes 
tween the Slate banks and the Government of his 
country which has proved so disastrous in its con- 
seqnences? It may be well, sir, to trace the history 
of that connection between the Government and 
the hanks. ‘The public money was withdrawn 
from the Bank ef the United States in 1833, and 
since that-period, and up to January 1, 1837, the 
Government funds were kept in deposite in certain 
local banks, selected by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for that purpose. On the first day of Janaary, 
1887, but a little more than‘three years after State 
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ure of these local banks to redeem ` 
. their pledges—I say, at a time like this, to bring 


“beyond: the: control of the Exrecati 
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banks had been, selected . 
more than forty millions of d 
in deposite by the selected. Stale 
that day, after a deduction of : 
fourth part.of the. remainder, under 
June, 1836,.was. required to be deposi 
taies ; another fourth was required, t 
ferred. on the first day of April’ followin: 
another fourth on the first of July then. next z and 
yet, sir, such was the severe operation of this pro- 
cess of transfer, asrequired by the act. of. June, 
1836, added to the other existing liabilities:of the 
banks, that an universal suspension of: specie pay- 
ment was resorted to as indispensably necessary 
to prevent their utter prostration, ‘This catastro- 
phe, like a raging tempest, involved in one general 
bankruptcy not only the. pet banks of the-Govern- 
ment, but every other bank of the country, with 
here and there an exception. a i 

The effects upon the community of. that exple- 
sion are too fresh in our.minds to requife recapitu- 
lation. Every section of our country, and. every 
class of our citizens, are now suffering under. the 
effects of that event. And shall wé not profit from 


act of 1836; and at that time the depcsite banks 
held of the public money more than thirty-seven 
millions of dollars. It is true that nine millions of 
this sum was transferred to the States on the first 
of July thereafter. The Senator from Virginia 
need not be informed of the constant embarrass- 
ment and difficulty which the Administration has 
since experienced in collecting and controlling this 
portion of the public money. He need not be in- 
formed of the odium which has attached to the Go- 
vernment, by the delays to which it has been eom- 
pelled to resort for want of these very means. The 
Senator need ‘not be informed that more than four 
milliens of this amount, under the indulgent provi- 
vision of the.act of the last ‘session, has. been. put 


months yet to come.. And F would: 
are considerations which should mduce,the Senate, 
atthis time, to regard with favor the proposition of 
the.Senator from. Virginia? The. amendment pro- 
posed contemplates an union with a’ moneyed 
power independent of, and irresponsible to, the Go- 
vernment and the people; an union which puts. the 
whole funds of the country at the mercy of these 
soulless corporations. ` 
This, sir, is but an imperfect sketch of the cha- 
racter and tendency of the substitute proposed by 
the Senator from Virginia te the bili reporied 
from the Committee on Finance. J. cannot, for 
one, agree to the revival ofa system wkich sad ex- 


~ perience teaches. has brought upon the Govern- 


ment tiothing buf pecuniary embarrassment; upan 
the banks, suspension and failure; upon the people, 
disaster and distress. tne 

Such, Mr. President, is the character, the ob- 
ject, and the details of the measure proposed br the 
honorable Senator from. Virginia} a measure which 
would make it obligatory upoa the Government to 
denosite its funds. with Staie institutions over 
which the Government has no control, with the 
creation of which the Government had no eoncern; 
a measure which would compel the Government to 
wield up the public fasds—the money of the Ame: 
ylean people—to the exclusive management of local 
banks; to mingle the revcoaues of the country with 
the revenues of State corporations; whose whole 
business and object is advancement and profil: to 
subject the capital of the. Gevernment to all the 
hazards of banking operations.“ 0 4 2" 

The late colleague: of the honorable Senator, 
while the bill to continue the- charter of the United 
States Bank was under consideration, remarked 
that “the reéent disclosures have convinced me that 
abroader metallic basisthan now exists, isabsolute-_ 
ly necessary to sustain our extended system of 


hank credit and bank paper currency; and I ca 
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readily ‘see that this may be partially effected by 
State or Federal legislation.” This important ob- 
ject the proposed amendment is ‘calculated to de- 
feat. This important object the bill is intended to 
accomplish. Ae ee 

The Senator from Virginia has intended.so to 
draw his amendment, as to exempt it from the 
odious objection: “ that i tends- to increase Ere- 
cutive patronage.” Tale the deposite act of 1836, 
and can any one say that the power therein‘conferred 
upon the Executive, does not necessarily secure 
ten’times the influenée and the patronage which 
the bill reported from the Committee on Finance 
secures? The whole power of selecting the banks 
of deposite.in every State and Territory: of this 
Union for the safe-keeping of the public money, isex- 
pressly vested in the Executive. That act gave 
to him the disposition and control of all the public 
money, which shall come into. the hands of col- 
lectors and receivers. The whole amount of the 
revenues of the Government may be used by the 
Executive to build up and stistain State institu- 
tions favorable to Executive policy 

What is Executive patronage, which has been 
the subject of so much remark? Is it any thing more 
or less than'the power which the Executive pos- 
seses by virtue of law, and which power he may 
exercise to advance his own purposes—to accom- 
plish his own ends? 

The Executive has the power to fill the million 
of offices under this Government by appointment, 
some with, and some without, the approbation of 
the Senate. This isan influence which he may 
exert to carry out his policy. This is Executive 
patronage. Under the act of 1836, exclusive con- 
trol is given to him over the funds of the country, 
so far as to select the places for their deposite, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement. .This is a power 
which may be exercised to secure a political ad- 
vantage, or to effect some particular policy; and 
this is Executive patronage. And what power has 
the Executive in relation to this matter, secured to 
him by the amendment proposed to the bill now 
before the Senate, by the Senator from Virginia? 
He has, as he had under the act of 1836, the power 
of selecting each bank of deposite; but it is true 
that such a selection is to have no effect until it 
shall be approved by the resolution of both Houses 
of Congress. The great source of political power 
rests in the people; and the exercise of that power, 
which shall elevate to the Presidency any individu- 
al, will ordinarily secure a Senate and a House of 
Representatives in perfect accordance with the 
Executive. If such should be the fact, the Admi- 
nistration power and influence, under the proposed 
amendment, would be fully equal to the Executive 
power under the act of 1836, and this same power 
might be exercised by the Executive and legisla- 
tive branches of the Government in furtherance of 
great political objects—-to accomplish important 
political purposes; and this is what I suppose 
would be called Administration patronage. But 
should it so happen that there should, for the time, 
exist no unison of political feeling between the 
Executive and either branch of Congress, as I have 
before observed, the selection of the deposite banks 
would lead to great embarrassment and confusion 
in the fiscal operations of the Government. How 
stends this maser under the. bill emanating from 
the Committee on Fiuance? It seems to me, Mr. 
President, to be free from the charge “of adding to 
Executive patronage”—of increasing Executive influ- 
ence. It is true’that some half dozen officers are 
to be appointed by the Executive, with the appro- 
bation of the Senate, to perform duties enjoined by 
the bill itself; and this is all. The Executive has 
no power to select a single place for the deposite of 
the public money. He has no authority, in any 
way, or in any manner, to control a single dollar 
of the Government funds under this bill: He is 
entirely bereft of all the power, the patronage, the 
influence, secured to him by the act of 1836, and 
again proposed to be conferred by the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia. What power has 
the Executive over the public money more than 
he enjoyed during the existence of the Bank of 
the United States? Not any. - 

Nota dollar then could be, nor can a dollar une 
ger this bill be, drawn from the ‘Treasury but in 


consequence of appropriations made by law. 


Here, then, is the beginning and the end of the Execu- 


tive patronage, as secured by this bill. In the ne-- 


cessary execution of the measure, there is no power 


in the Executive to select places for the deposite of. 


4 


the public money—there is no power in the Execu- 
tive. to control the public finds—they are put be- 


yond the reach of any” officer ofthe Government; : 
the bill itself makes it a high misdemeanor for any © 


officer to make use of ‘the public money for any 
purpose whatever, and subjects offenders to the 


severe but just punishment of fine and imprison-. 


ment. Talk not; then, of the increased patronage 
of the Executive, by way of objection to this bill; 


there is nota public act upon your statute-hook 
which is not as obnoxious to the charge “of in- - 


creasing Executive patronage” as the bill before us. 
Ifthe proposed measure should. become a law, it 
must be executed; but how or where the Executive 
can possibly derive any political advantage by its 
execution, I have not been able to discover. 
bill authorizes the Executive not only to appoint 
Receivers General, but it also givés authority for 
the appointment of commissioners, to make exami- 
nations periodically, as the Secretary shall direct; 
and italso provides for the employment of clerks, 
not exceeding the number of ten, and at a salary 
not exceeding for each eight hundred dollars.’ How, 
then, is the appointment of four Receivers General, 
the occasional employment of a few commissioners 
to examine into the doings of these public officers, 
and the permanent employment, also, of ten'clerks, 
requiring in the whole the probable annual expen- 
diture of twenty-five thousand dollars, giving to 
the Executive of this Government such an increase 
of patronage and official influence as even to put 
in jeopardy the continuance of our free institutions? 

If, sir, the bill now before the Senate is not ob- 
noxious to any stronger and more substantial ob- 
jections, then indeed may the committee consider 
themselves peculiarly fortunate in presenting for 
consideration so perfect and so faultless a measure. 

The Senator from Virginia, in presenting his 
amendment, has looked to the henefit it would con- 
fer upon the local banks. 1 will not say that he had 
a single} eye to the interest of those institutions— 


that, in submitting bis proposition, relief to them ` 


from existing embarrassment was his exclusive purpose. 
But those of us who were favored with the oppor- 
tunity of hearing his able argument, cannot doubt 
that this was an important item in the account. It 
may be well to examine this matter. Will the 
adoption of the proposed amendment afford to the 
local banks any substantial relief, or give to them 
any permanent protection? Willit yield to ‘the 
sound and responsible moneyed institutions of the 
States any essential, any desirablebenefid? No, sir— 
no. Ihave satisfied my own mind, from the best 
reflection which I could give to this measure, that 
the contemplated re-union between the Government 
and the banks, as proposed, is an event not to be 
wished for by those banks who would consult their 
own trne interest, andthe true interests of their 
customers. That this connection is opposed to that 
steady and regular course of operation, which dis- 
tinguishes the business transactious of every solvent 
and well regulated banking institrtion in eur 
country. 

I will present to the Senate my own views, my 
own reflections, with reference to this particular 
matter. My proposition is, that the sound banks 
of the States will derive no advantage from the con- 
nection—by mingling their funds with the fands of 


the Government, by an unrestrained use of those 


joint funds in their banking operations. 

The first idea which must occur to every mind 
is, that the great uncertainty as to the amount of 
the public funds which may remain in deposite, 
and the great uncertainty as to. the duration of the 
public deposites, renders all appropriation of the 
Government funds to the use of the deposite banks, 
a most hazardous and dangerous operation to the 
banks themselves. . 

If, Mr. President, a selected bank should receive; 
in general deposite of the public funds, one hün- 
dred thousand dollars at a given day—no intima- 
tion, no suggestion, when the deposite would be 
withdrawn—the fact must -be wholly unknown to 
the department charged with the custody and dis- 


The | 


thousand contingencies, wholly without the control 


‘of. the Treasury Department. $ ay 


This sum, then, thus. deposited, may remain 
months uncalled for;.it may -be dematided within . 
a single week. The bank, however; tempted by 
the love of gain, will proceed ‘at once-to discount - 
upon the strength of this deposite. , Any man cón- 
versant with banking opefations, must admit that - 
such would be the practice... It is one of the 
sources of profit which invariably enters into’ the 
calculation of those charged with thé direction. of 
these institutions. © What are the amoiint’of depo- 
sites on hand? to what extent can these deposites 
be safely uséd? ‘are questions which are submitted 
to and determined by every board of bank” direc- 
tors; and the uncertainty às to the continuance of 
Government deposites, to. which Ihave - referred, 
would not deter the managers-of these banks-to ex- 
tend their line of discounts to the. full amount of 
the deposite.. This has. been the lesson of .expe- 
rience taught us from recent connection with, these’ 
institutions. “These are facts confirmed by the ‘obs 
setvation of men. conversant with the subject. 
What, then, would be the effect of such a proceed- 
ing upon the banks, if the Government should ‘call 
for the sum in deposite within a single wéek after 
the deposite shall have been made?, “The bank has 
loaned to its customers the one hundred’ thousand 
dollars, upon its usual terms, and upon the strength 


of this very deposite. The bank‘ must, however, 


meet the draft; it has the money of the Govern- 
ment; it cannot, without dishonor, shift its respon- 
sibility. Its course is plain ; payment is demanded, 
and payment must be made. TR 

Will any one say to me, that the case I haye 
stated, would tend to advance the interests of the 
bank? Would it not necessarily bring upon, the in- 
stitution certain embarrassment—would - it hot so 
increase its ordinary liabilities, as. td expose its own 
credit to hazard? . Banks must depend on, public 
confidence for their support... Their credit rests on 
popular opjnion, and a single failure to meet with 
the utmost promptness and punctuality a liability, 
would awaken suspicion—excite doubts: and 
fears—produce.a panic, and prostrate the institu 
tion. In the case I have supposed, the means of 
the bank may be undoubted; its perfect ability to 
meet ultimately every engagement may be unques- 
tioned; but the sudden ahd extraordinary contraction. 
of its circulation to the amount of a hundred thousand 
dollars, is of itself a circumstance well calculated 
to create distrust. The bank must incur an actua 
loss in the casé I have stated. ° And so great is the 
uncertainty in amount and in time which must in- 
evitably attend all Government .deposites, that. no 
well conducted bank, regarding its own interests 
and the interest of its friends, would desire a reyi- 
val of that policy. 

„I canpot, sir, more perfectly illustrate my own 
views upon. this subject, than by referring. to the 
course and conduct of the banks selected, under the 
act of 1836, in the eity of Boston, as the safe depo- 
sitories of the public money; and it seems to me that 
the effects of this system, as manifested by the 
transactions of those institutions, should deter the 
Senate at once from giving new life to this policy. 
i have Said, sir, that the State bank .deposite sys- 
tem is of no practical advantage: to sound and 
responsible. institutions. Take. the ‘Merchants 
Bank. | Its character, being one of the selected in- 
stitutions in the city of Boston as a public deposi- 
tory, has been such as to command the public còn- 
fidence, and to maintain a high credit in the com- 
mercial community, That bank received, safely 
kept, and faithfully disbursed, the public money 
committed to its charge. It possessed a substantial — 
capital of a million and a half of dollars; not a 
bloated, unreal and fictitious capital. Tts directors 
were men of character and of business. Feeling 
the deep responsibilities of the trust committed t4 
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them, and with a steady regard to the safety of the 
community, the Government, and the bank itself, 
they faithfully discharged that trust. In the course 
of the few months during which the deposite act of 
June, 1836, was in practical operation, this bank 
might have received from $100,000 to $300,000 
of the public money in deposite. It undoubtedly 
intended to use those funds to their advantage, 
and it undoubtedly did put every doliar out on 
Joan. Bat, sir, it-did all this with the full know- 
Jedge that this amount of the public money stood 
charged for the payment of the public dues; and 
that the resources of the bank were not only suffi- 
cient, but would be required to meet- the drafts of 
the Government, should those who had been ac- 
commodated with the loan of this public money 
fail to refund in season. The fact was so—the 
sum in deposite was loaned—the loans remained = 

but the drafts of the department have been paid 
with the utmost. punctuality, “and the last return 
from the Secretary of the Treasury shows that not 
a single dollar of the public money now remains in 
that bank in deposite. And, Mr. President, if you 
‘will put the question to the board of directors, they 


‘will tell you that the déposites which have been, | 


made of the public money with the Merchants 
Bank has been a curse rather than a blessing to 
the institution—a detriment rather than a benefit; 
that they have given embarrassment rather than 
relief. . : 

And if there could be here exhibited an exact 
balance sheet, it would be found that the pecuniary 
interests of that bank had not been subserved by 
this deposite system. That institution, and no other 
institution equally well conducted, can want the 
aid of the Government funds. If there is not a 
sufficiency of bank capital for the commerce, the 
trade, and the business of ‚Boston, there has been 
heretofore no ‘want of a disposition to create bank 
capital. But, even if the fact were so, that it 
would be'a. matter of convenience to the business 
of Boston to control the use of the public funds, 
is there any man here so regardless of -his public 
duty, who would make a disposition of the public 
funds to promote such an object? Is ‘there any 
member of this Senate, under such circumstances, 
would feel himself ready and willing to transfer 
any portion of the people’s money, against their 
will, for the convenience or interest of any parti- 
cular classof the community? I trust not sir. 

It is well known that there were three other 
banks selected in the city of Boston as depositories. 
I allude to the Franklin, the Hancock, and the 
Commonwealth Banks. And where are these in- 
stitutions now? The late public journals have told 
their fate. l 

It is perfectly true that irresponsible institutions, 
trembling and failing banks, may be for a time 
sustained by foreign aid. An individual who, by 
over-trading and extravagance, sensibly feels the 
heavy hand of embarrassment, may for a time be 
relieved by the interposition of a friend; and I am 
free to admit that these three selected banks might, 
and probably did, receive temporary relief from the 
public deposites. ‘They are the very class of banks 
that would receive aid and support through the 
agency of the Government funds. But that sup- 
port would be only for atime. It would only put 
off the evil day. That day of reckoning must 
come. It has already come; and their story is mat- 
ter of history. I would ask the honorable Senator 
froni Virginia whether these are the kind of State 
institutions which he would wish to favor? whether 
these are the banks he would wish to benefit by his 
amendment? 

I must, Mr. President, pursue this subject 
farther. This shows the fatal result of our own 


experience under the act of 1836, and which the- 


amendment is intended to revive. It is these 
practical results, these lessons of experience, which 
cannot fail to enlighten the public mind as to the 
true character and effect of this: State deposite 
system, and to show the inevitable necessity of 


some such measure. as has been proposed by the. 


committee. 

The Franklin Bank, as I have stated, was one 
of the selected banks, and did receive a portion of 
the public money in deposite; but E am happy to 
inform the Senate that, through the vigilance of the 
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head of the Treasury Department; not a dollar 
will eventually be lost. My present object is to 
how that it is net always safe to rely upon the 
official returns of these institutions. This bank 
was selected by the Secretary from its presumed 
condition, as exhibited by its official returns, as 
well as by the force of public sentiment. © ` 

The committee appointed by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts to examine into- the doings of the 
Franklin Bank, have given to the public. their 
report; and, if that eommittee have correctly re- 
ported the facts, they ought to induce every honest 
man in the community, and every true friend óf his 
country, to use his influence in effecting, withont 
delay, an entire separation between the Govern- 
ment and the State banks. 


“The cashier, B, F. Hathorne, declared before the committee, 
that the hooks of the bank did not show its actual condition— 
that they WERE FALSE IN ALL IMPORTANT PARTI- 
CULARS, and that the return of 1836 WAS FALSE—that, 
while by the return it appeared that the amount of loan was 
$299,224, the actual loan was nearly $370,000—that while the 
return showed $134,207 as the amount of bills in circulation, 
the’ actual amount was near $234,000—and that while by the 
return, as well as the books of the bank, the amount of post 
notes out was given at $37,500, the actual amount was $42,000. 
Hathorne further testified, that this return was designedly 
false, that it might show a better condition of the bank than was 
actually true—that he swore to the truth of the return, knowing 
it to be false, and inat THE DIRECTORS WHO SIGNED. IT 
AND SWORE TO ITS CORRECTNESS MUST HAVE 
KNOWN IT TO BE FALSE.” : 

{Mr. Cray here inquired what connection there 
was between the Secretary of the Treasury and 
this officer of the bank.] I will, Mr. President, 
with great pleasure, answer the inquiry made by 
the Senator from Kentucky, as I have no doubt 
that the answer will give him great personal satis- 
faction, The Cashier of the Franklin Bank, at the 
time these monstrous frauds were committed, and 
these gross impositions were practiced, was'no raore 
related to or connected with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, than he was with the Senator himself. 
‘It is perfectly true, that a brother-in-law of the Se- 
crelary had been since appointed to the office of 
cashier of that institution; but he continued in that 


- office for only a period of two months, when he 


probably determined that a ‘regard to his own re- 
putation, should induce a dissolution of all his con- 
nection with that bank. 

Entirely different is the return from the Mer- 
chants Bank, made I presume by gentlemen. well 
known to the Senator from Massachusetts, with 
one of whom I have been long acquainted, and 
who sustains a high “character for moral worth, 
and for business habits. 

The report says “that they find the bank to be 
in a very safe and good condition,” and it shows a 
surplus beyond ‘its liabilities of more than two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. It is only from such sifting 
and thorough examinations, that the truth can be 
elicited. And it therefore follows, that for the Go- 
vernment lo create State banks as its fiscal agents, 
and to make deposite with them of its publie funds, 
relying for its security on their official returns, 
made from time to time, is hazardous to the in- 
terests, as well of the Government as of the people. 

The fact that the General Gorernment has no 
power over these State institutions; that, by its own 
authority, it could never bring to light the fraudu- 
lent disclosures which have recently met the pub- 
lic eye, shouldprevent the connection between them 
and -the Government, which the amendment 
proposes. : a 

The Senator from Virginia has made an appeal 
to the Senate to guard With vigilance the public funds. 
He would alarm our fears, by comparing the effect of 
this bill with that of his substitute in relation to the 
security and safe-keeping of the revenues of the 
I will, sir, enter most freely and fully 
into the comparison. And if the public documents 
contain the truth, the result will show, that not 
only the Government has experienced much more 
embarrassment, but has sustained a much greater 
loss, through the- delinquency of State deposite 
banks, than through the default of public efficers. 
The Senator has stated that within the last two 
years the Government had lost more than six hun- 
dred thousand dollars by the failure of collectors 
and receivers,and has referred us to House docu- 
ment, No. 111, giving. an account of “ public de- 
faulters,” as containing the most alarming facts and 


damning proofs of the hazard of this measure. I 


‘through the default of public officers”. ‘The whole 


have with great carefuiness: 
meni, and as it has been: referred to Dy 
from Virginia as the ground w ; 
lar attack upon the~ Independen 
must ask the indulgence of the -8 
them the results of that examination 
place, I will undertake: tò show “how ‘the 
must have proceeded ‘in: his’ estimate of 
which has been sustained within the last two 


amount of the reported defaults of the collectors 
of the revenue, district attorñeys; and of all- that ` 


“class of“ officers. immediately. connected: with the 


collection of the customs, for thé last two years 


is = z -< 4126,832 65 


The amount of the reported defaults of =. 
the receivers of salés of- the public ~; 
lands within the same period is.  476,478-26- 
The reported amount due from officers | a 
of the customs, on account of official 


emoluments, is - oe 14,786- 68 
Making an aggregate of . `- - $615,087 59 


The same document containg explanatory notes, 
and in almost every instance exhibits ‘the exact 
State of the accounts between the Government ‘and 
the reported delinquents, And although the print 
ed tables of the document show this amount of de- 
faults, yet the subsequent pages of ‘the same doce- 
ment most fully and satisfactorily explains ‘this - 
whole matter. My attention. had been rigusly 
drawn fo this subject from having seen in‘one of the 
Eastern journals substantially the sdnmie’* statement 
which is now brought forward by the Senator from 
Virginia. ~ mee 3 

“From this list we take the sums which are repo)ted as 
owing by those officers, which fell due in’ the years 1836-and - 


1837 only. $ > ea 

“In the same report we find as debtor or defaulter, ‘C, J. IN- ` 
GERSOLL District Attorney, Philadelphia, due \2th January, 
1837, 876,4917 We quote the words of the report. If our 
memory serves us, Mr. Ingersoll! has been one of the most vehe- 
ment deelaimers against all banks, and a most thorough going 
advocate of the Sub-Treasury scheme; for which the Globe 
has lavishly praised him. 

“From a list of Receivers contained in the report, who were 
out of office on the 12th of October last, whose names and gure- 
ties, and the balances standing against them, arising from sales 
of publie lands pit over tothem, are given, we take the follow- 
ing smounte, ich fell-due, by such officers, in the years, 1636 
and 1837. N air ee A DEE AE its 

“The aggregate sume given inthe report, 
heads of Collectors and.’ vers, stated as: dug 
amountto some millions. The items Ve. 
amount to more than six HUNDRED THOUSAND D: 
SPACE OF TWO YEARS ‘ONLY? aa is 

It must be familiar to every member of the Se- 
nate how these balances occur ‘against collectors, 
and those officers charged with the collectien of the 
revenue arising from customs. ‘When. they. retire 
from office, they are charged not only with the 
moneys they may have received, but also with all 
revenue bonds remaining in their hands. This last 
item would be discharged at once, by handing over 
the same bonds te the district attorneys. 

Among the items in the first lable, and which 


must go to make up this startling sam of $600,000, 


.is a balanee of $76,491, stated to exist against C. J. 


Ingersoll; the late District: Attorney in the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania; and yet. the Very docu- 
ment shows that in asserting its claim ‘against. Mr. 
Ingersoll, the Government was only able to sub- 
stantiate a balance of $3,985.°78 against this 
officer. This course Mr. Ingersoll. felt beund to 
take, to wipe away the odium which had been at- 
tached to his official character, by having been 
charged as a public defaulter.. This is not all, sir. 
Tt is well known. that this same individual is prose- 
culing his further claim against the Government; 
which, if allowed, will not only wipe away every 
dullar of the judgment- against him, but leave a 
balance of thousands in favor of Mr. Ingersoll. So 
much for this case; and, upon a careful éxamina- 
tion of the explanations given in this same docu- 
ment, it will be found that of the $126,822. 65, 
stated to be the. sums due from collectors, ete. the 
Government will not, in any.. probability, lose a 
sum equal to ten thousand dollars.” The only item 
which, T think, can be set down as an absolute loss, 
is the sum of §8,777-25, due from H. Peake, late 
collector at Alexandria... ~ ; 

And with reference to the recorded defaults of 


“receivers at the various land offices, the balances : 
„Sanding against them, in three-fourths of the cases, 
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“willbe at once cancelled when their accounts shal 
be finally settled. In some’ cases suits: have been 
ordered, and the sums justly due: have: been se- 
cured. And from the information which I have 
been able to collect, of this sum of $476,533. 80, 
not more than twenty thousand. dollars will eventu- 
ally be lost to the Government. x 
- Among. the defaulters, the name of Wiley P. 
` Harris, a late receiver at Columbus, Mississippi, 
is entered at the sum’ of $109,178 08; and this 
item makes up a part of the six hundred thousand 
dollars which the Government. has lost within the 
last two years. through, the default of public ofti- 

` cers, according. to the statement of the Senator 
from Virginia; and yet. the explanatory note shows 
that- this particular demand has, in part, been 
paid, and the balance perfectly well secured. 

In the case of James W. Stephenson, a late re- 
ceiver at Galena, who, is recorded as a defaulter to 
the amount of $74,859 70, the wholesum is secured 
to the Government. ` . 

In the case of Governor. Call, of Florida, who is 
recorded asa defaulter. to the amount of $43,498 54, 
he is prevented by his public duties from settling 

‘this account.at the Depariment, and in cancelling 
every item of claim. 

I would allude to other cases, showing that this 
document is but a transcript from the books the of 
‘Treasury, and that the tables do not exhibit the true 
State of the accounts between the public officers and 
the Government. In the case of John Taylor, a 
receiver at. Cahawba, and for the faithful perform- 
ance of whose duly, my friend from Alabama (Mr. 
King) was responsible—he stands recorded as a de- 
faulter to the amount of $11,115 20. And yet, in 
a suit against the administrator to recover this 
balance, judgment was rendered in favor of the de- 
fendant. f 

‘Benjamin J. Chambers, late receiver at Little 
Rock, ‘stands recorded as.a defaulter, and yet the 
money has actually been paid over to the District 
Attorney; but then these accounts have not actually 
been settled upon the books of the Treasury, and 
nothing could be more uncertain and deceptive than 
to take these tables unexplained as evidence of the 

- state of the accounts between the receivers and the 
Government. Yet, by a reference to the notes of 
explanation contained in the same document, and, 
also, by a reference to the Department itself, in- 
formation, certain and satisfactory, could be obtain- 
ed with reference to the recorded list of public de- 
faulters. . , 

{Here Mr. Kina gave a history of the case of 
Col. John Taylor, and Mr, Linn gave a statement 
of cases within his knowledge, going to confirm the 
statements made.] p 

Mr. President, I thank the honorable Senators 
{or the information they have imparted; it shows 
that the view I had taken was correct. We have 
no land offices in New England. But it occurred 
to me that these receivers, holding portions of the 
public money, must be drawn upon from time to 
time by the Treasury Department; and that the re- 
turn of the sales of the public lands would give no 
certain information as to the true state of the pub- 
lie accounts with those land officers, notwithstand- 
ing the accounts are made up at the Department 
from these very returns. It must, sir, be too severe 
a tax upon the patience of the Senate to pursue 
this investigation further. I feel myself warranted 
in saying, that the whole amount of loss which this 
Government will sustain since the commencement 
of General Jacksox’s administration, through the 
default of officers charged with the collection of the 
various descriptions of revenue, wil not exceed one 


hundred thousand dollars. And Lmust also state, asa- 


factin favor of the bill, thatthe disbursements of the 
War Office, in war and in peace, including the dis- 
bursements of the Ordnance Department, have 'all 
been made for the last ‘twenty years without any 
loss: and I micht add, that from the foundation of 
the Mint, there not bes a loss of a single 
dolar. . ; 
And how stands # erat on ihe other side? 
On the first of Mz ; anticipating the third 
instalment to -be transferred to the Slates, there 
- were in the deposite banks over twenty-eight mil- 
lions of dollars. "This sum was charged with the 
expenditures’ of the Government, and these expen- 
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ditures were to be made; contracts had been’entered ` 


into; the appropriations for speeific objects were ne- 


cessarily applied to those objects; the Government- 


went forward; and notwithstanding the failure. of 
the public depositéries, : and -the control fof the 
public funds was thereby placed beyond the power 
of the Government, yet.the embarrassment, the in- 
convenience, and. the actual loss resulling from. 
sucha state of things, must be visited upon the Go- 
vernment; and that loss may-be fairly estimated by 
ascertaining the actual difference between specie 
and the kind of currency in which the Government 
was compelled to make its disbursements. That 
difference has been, on an.average, at least fivefper 
cent.; and the Government, in making its disburse- 
ments, although the public funds were nominally 


passed at their par value, yet contractors must have _ 


calculated for the depreciation in the currency. 
In all the supplies made, in all the materials 


found, and in all the services performed, the dif- - 


ference between a currency equivalent to specie, 
and a depreciated paper currency, entered into the 
calculation in determining the value of such sap- 
plies, and jn fixing the worth of such labor. This 


difference was indeed a loss then to the Govern- | 


ment; and upon the actual sum then in deposite in 
the selected banks, that loss could not have been 
less than one and a half millions of dollars, Add 
to this the vexation and embarrassment which the 
Government must have suffered by reason of the 
failure of these public depositories—and, as a 
further consequential loss, the whole expenses of 
the late extra session of Congress. 

The Senator also has very correctly informed 
the Senate, that eleven of the selected banks had 
availed themselves of the indulgences extended to 
them by the act of the Jast session. These institu- 
tions had in deposite over four millions of the 
public money. The suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and the embarrassments of the local banks 
prevented the importing merchants from meeting 
their liabilities with promptness and punctuality. 
The ultimate loss which the Government may 
sustain by reason of these transactions T will not 
undertake to estimate. But certain the factis, that 
if the balance due from the banks and from the 
merchants had been promptly paid into tae Trea- 
sury, the issue of Treasury notes, as provided for 
at the last session, would have been unnecessary. 

The Senator from Virginia will, F think, tind 
that there is much error in the statement that, on 
a comparison of the losses sustained by the Go- 
vernment through the agency of pubhe officers, 
with the Josses through the agency of banks, that 
the result would be in favor of the State instita- 
tions. Wholly different in my own judgment 
would be the result of any such comparative view, 
even. during the period of the late and present Ad- 
ministrations of the General Government, when 
every favor and accommodation was extended to 
these banks, when they held in deposite all the pub- 
lic funds of the country. But trace the history of 
our Government from its foundation to the present 
time, and it will be fonnd that the actual loss sus- 
tained hy the failure of local banks, and by the de- 
preciation and loss of bank paper, will greatly ex- 
eced the amount of Joss sustained by the defaults 
of public officers. The whole loss actually ex- 
perienced by the Government, including interest, 
on account of deposites having been made in local 
banks prior to the commenccraent of the Jate State 
deposite system, exceeds a million and a half of 


' dollars;and the loss sustained through the depre- 


ciation of local bank paper in the possession of the 
Government previous to 1834, could not be less 
than five millions of dollars. These items form an 
aggregate of Joss quadrupling any loss which the 
Government, from jis commencement, conld have 
suffered through the default of pablic officers. 
The Scnator has suggested that the reason why 
banks afford a sreater security, results from the 
number of their officcrs—their tellers, cashiers, ete. 
aware, I presume, that the board 


The Senator i 
of directors controls the discount sheet ; that they 
alone have to do with the granting of Joans; and 
if there is a disposition to do, what ought not to be 
done by the acting directors of a ‘bank, the other 
officers would be unable either to counteract or to 
exposé such transaction. It was the act of the di- 


` The known. vigilance 


rectors of the Commonwealth Bank wh ich 


furnish any’ ground of. secur ) 7 
i i » fidelity, and uprightne 
of. the. managers of ‘these State; institutions, can 
only. inspire confidence-.and.give..security...: The 
character and acknowledged: responsibility: ofthe 
customers of a bank,.adds much to.ils-credit: with 
the communitys o ra e ee es te re ee 

The.. Senator, from Virginia. has remarked hat 
by-his substitute, every: inducement.is. taken ‘away 
from. the local banks to make.use'of the publie. mos 
ney. If then these institutions are not to derive any 


advantage by the use ofthe public funds, for.what 


purpose make the deposite with them? The accom- 
modation the measure will afford to these institu- 
tions, has induced. the Senator 1o:offer,,his amend- 
ment. And in no way can the interest of the banks 
be directly promoted, except by-appropriating, for 
a time, to their use and for ‘their benefit, the funds 
of the Government, Pes ie ngs 
„The Senator has remarked that the. limitation 
of local bank capital -wilt check, these. institutions 
from imprudently extending their discounts. . I can 
assure the Senator that this fact will afford no suffi- 
cient guard. . “All banks. trade. on. the. average 
amouut.of the deposites confided to them, which is 
ascertained by experience,” and as it respects the 
banks, this very: trade upon deposites, whether pub- 
lic or private, has been the source of. great embar- 
rassment. It.is.a most dangerous experiment, and 
yet it has been done, and will again be done,:if op- 
portunity occurs.: This trade upon public and pri- 
vate deposites by the banks—this mixing the reve- 
nues of the Government with the moneyed means 
of these corporations—has. been the immediate 
cause of the catastrophe which has befel these in- 
stitutions, and of the consequent distress which now 
pervades the country. l 
The Senator was understood to say that the pub- 
lic money might properly and safely be put out on 
Joan by these deposite banks; that if banks are em- 
ployed as the fiscal agents of the Government, it 
would be no more than reasonable to allow them 
the privilege of using the public. money; that sucha 
practice would promote: the. convenience. of, the 
various classes of the community... 060.0. 
In. this. way, Mr. President, the Senator would 
most effectually (through the agency. of his.bill) 
give directions to the public funds for banking: pur- 
poses. Although his bill would not, in- terms, 
establish a Government bank, yet the whole pecu~ 
niary means of the Government would constitute a 
“capital” for banks to work upon. This is one of . 
the very evils which the Senator discovered. in the 
bill of the committee—that it.went to create a Qo- 
vernmeni ‘bank; and to place the public revenues 
under the control of the Executive for banking 
operations; and yet he would deposite those reve- 
nues with local banks, with an. avowed assent to 
them to carry on their banking operations by the 
aid of these public funds. I enter my protest agains 
the whole policy. : a ee 
_The Senator from Virgina urges the adoption of 
his amendment as a relief measure, anid objects to 
the bill reported by the Committee on Finance, 
because itis not calculated to afford any relief to 
the country. That the Government, as calm as a 
summer’s morning, looks out upon the raging storm. 
i would desire, Mr. President, to, learn from the 
Senator what relief measure within the competency 
of Congress, which has not been proposed, can: be 
presented. f ; ere 
_ The Senator from Massachusets: has very. dis- 
tinctly given to the Senate. his opinion; that the re- 
charter of a National Bank can-alone regulate the’ 
general currency of the country; and that. the ex- 
isting derangement of the currency is the source of 
the whole évil. i ot So : é 
3nt the Senator from Virginia would not agree 
to that proposition. What then? ` A recurrence to 
the State deposite system for a remedy; the very 
system which has produced the evil. . To go back 
to the law of 1836, against: all. the lights.of expe- 
rience which has been cast upon thé country 
The Senator says that these State ks have 
not had a fair trial; that they have been crippled ` 
by the acts of the Goverriment; that “the distress 
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which now, like a dense cloud, hangs: over the 
land, has been the work of our hands. I have, 
Mr. President, on a former occasion, answered this 
statement. It has been said-that the Specie Circu- 
lar was the cause of the suspension of specie pay- 
ments; and that it was the hostile action of the 
Government which has produced the pressure 
which now prevails. - ; 

This deposite system had its origin in 1833, and 
from that time to June, 1836, a few seleeted banks 
had the control of all the publie. deposites. That 
law was passed, and did it find those deposite banks 
which had received the public money, prepared to 
pay over that money agreeable to the provisions: of 
the act of June, 1836? No, sir: no. Every dollar 
had been loaned; and before the Manhattan Bank, 
in the city of New York, could comply with the 
terms.of that act; before it could make the transfer 
of the public money to the new depositories, so as 


to reduce the sum it held to a sum equal only to’ 


three-fourths of its capital stock, it was compelled 
to make collections of its customers; and the histo- 
ry of the times will show that, with the passage of 
that act commenced the pressure of the deposite 
banks. 


This was the cage with all the banks which had been selected 
as public depositories previous to 1836, The amount of the 
Government funds consisted exclusively in the credits of the 
banks. This act of 1836 was, then, the very first measure 
which went to impose a check upon the operations of the de- 
posite banks in their extraordinary career. The publicmoney 
was collected by one set of banks from their customers, and 
transferred to another set of banks. This operation was, of ne- 
cessity, peculiarly embarrassing to the old deposite banks; but 
the language of the act was perfectly explicit. It declared to 
every new, as well as old deposite bank, that quarter yearly. 
commencing the first day of January, 1837, the public money 
then in the Treasury, with the exception of five millions of dol- 
Jars, was to be transferred to the States, What was their duty? 
Clearly te be prepared for the crisis; and yet, before the arr- 
val of the period for transferring the third instalment, the banks 
suspended specie payments. 

{1 can assure the honorable Senator from Virginia that it was 
not theact of 1836, nor was it the Specie Circular which pro- 
duced the pecuniary pressure which existed in the autumn of 
1836 and the commencement of 1837. There was a pre-existing 
eause. The evil was beyond the origin of that measure. It 


was the great extension of individual credit; the most unexam-. 


pled expansion ofa paper circulation, which existed anterior to 
dune, 1836, which furnished an adequate cause for all the pecu- 
niary evils which subsequently occurred. The Specie Circu- 
Jar, then, so far from having an injurious operation, must have 
tended to check the madness and extravagance of the bank- 
ing institutions of the country, as well those which held in 
depasite the Government money as others. It was issued soon 
after the adjournment of Congress, and before any of the requi- 
sitions of the act of 1836 could have been complied with. The 
operation, then, of this measure was upon those banks which 
had traded for the two preceding years upon the moneyed capi- 
tal ofthe country. The Executive clearly had the right to issue 
this circular, aud to require all pay ments for the prblician 
be made in specie. It wasa measure of prudence end d 
tion, and in its effects beneficial to all well regulated banking in- 
stitutions. ` 

The Government must have foreseen that a paper currency 
was literally floeding the country, and as the best evidence of 
the sagacity of the Executive, this. very flood has in Jess than 
ten months devastated the whole country. The Executive re- 
quired for the Government no more of its debtors than an indi- 
vidual hada right to require in his own case—fo make ray- 
mentiof the debt in a currency ofa standard value, and not in 
paper subject to depreciation, The Executive, saw with just 
alarm, that the public lands, one great source of revenue, were 
rapidly exchanging for bank credits This measure, therefore, 
seemed to him to be dictated by a high regard to the public in- 
terest, "and not with a view to harass or oppress the banking 
institutions of the country. 3 

Thave said, sir, the extraordinary expansion of individual 
eredit led to the embarrassment and pressure of the commer- 
cial and other classes of thecommunity.. There has been ex- 
hibited inthe business of commerce an extravagant spirit of 
ever-trading, 

Take the importations between October 1, 1535, and October 
1, 1936, they amount, including those free from duty, and those 
paying ad valorem and specific duties,to the sum of $189,980,035 
Goods, etc. the growth of foreign countries. ex- : 

ported within same period, amount to $21,746,360 
The produce of the United States ex- 

ported in same time, amounted to 106,914,689 


“Making an aggregate of - - - - 128,663,050 
Which leaves a balance against us of - + $61,316,995 


The value of the exports ascerfaincd and estimated for the 
year ending 30th September, 1837, amarmted to 116,906,060, 
less by nearly twelve millions than was made the previous year. 
The value of the imports for the same year was $140, 
nearly fifty millions less than was iraported the precet art 


a fact showing most conclusively the extravagant over-trading 
in 1836, which governed the commercial portions of the com- 
munity. The supply was made greatly to exceed the demand. 


Bout this over-trading extended to every class of the commu- 
nity, and to every section ofthe comuy. A perfect mania had 
seized the public mind; and we are now reaping the bitter fruite 
of that madness, spot, then, Mr. President, charge the 

< fruits of our own folly and indiscretion to any act of the Govern- 
ment. 

During this debate, we have been repeatedly reminded of the 
unexampled distress which pervades our common country, We 
have been most emphatically tuld that this distress is the werk 
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of the Administration; that its measures have involved in one 
general and sweeping bankruptcy the moneyed institutions of 
our country; have dried up ali the fountains of individual and 


' national wealth; crippled our commerce, trade, and manufac- 


tures, and produced an universal prostration of the business and 
thecurrency ofthe Republic. These “ill-boding words” have’ 
not for the first time been sounded in our ears. They made up 
the burden of the Opposition song at the extra session. The- 
press, with its mighty power, has reiterated over and over again 
these charges against the late and present Administration of our 


‘National Governthent. The public mind has been agitated 


upon this subject from Maine to Florida. Every argument 
which the ingenuity ofman could devise, has been put forth 
to produce conviction that the evils which afflict our land are 
the fruits of the weak and wicked measures of the Adminis- 
tration. ; 

Ata late political meeting in Rhode Island, it was Š 

“ Resolved, That this most deplorable condition of the coun- 
try is mainly attributable to the ignorance, the felly, or the wick- 
edness of our rulers.” ¢ 

These charges have been promptly met—boldly and directly 
controverted—and the -issue has been made before the Ame- 
rican people. With them I am willing to leave this whole 
matter. Their deliberate and unprejudiced judgment must be 
formed, and wiiibe promulgated in a manner not to be mis- 
understood by their public servants; and, for one, I entertain 
no doubt what will be that judgment. That there does exist 
great derangement in the currency—that there does exist a 
most extraordinary pressure among the various business 
classes of our community—I shall not deny ;:the fact is ad- 
mitted; but I differ—radically and essentially differ—with the 


-honorable Senator from Massachusetts, that these disasters to 


business and to currency have proceeded from the acts of the 
Government. ._ Se ee es 
Ifthe fault lies at the door of the Administration—if this 


universal distresshas been produced by those in power why , 
` has not the particular measure of the Administration, charge- 


able with all these evils, been. designated? Why do the hono- 
rable gentlemen in the Opposition deal in such general denun- 
ciations? Why is not the charge more specific? ‘If the exist- 
ing pecuniary embarrassment of the country proceeds from the 
removal of the deposites from the late Bank of the United 
States, why is it not so alleged? If it results from the refusal 
of the Government to recharter another national bank, why is 
not that stated? If the existing pressure and distress, embar- 
rassment and bankruptcy, have been produced by transferring 
from the local banks the public funds to other places of cepo- 
site, why is not the allegation made thus specific? It would be 
by no means difficuit to effectually answer and refute each and 
all of these allegations; aud ìf, sir, the Adminisiration are, in 
the opinion of the Senator, chargeable with the existing evils 
which now pervade our country, why has not a remedy been 
proposed? Why have not relief measures been presented by 
those who make these charges? Ifthey believe in the truth of 
their allegatians, it is their bounden duty to offer to the conside- 
ration ef Congress and of the American people, their plan of 
relief. They owe this to themselves and to the country. Ik 


“will not satisfy the intelligence and integrity of the. public 


mind for them to say we prefer the charges, and leave it to the 
Administration to clear themselves from the imputation, It is 
well known to the honorable gentleman that these charges 
have been met, and I trust successfully answered. Gentlemen 
then are without excuse in remaining passive upon this. sub- 
ject. It isasubjectof vital importance to. the people; itis a 

subject affecting every class of our community, and every sec- 

tion ofony country. 

Task them. then, to bring forward their plans—iheir mea- 
sures for relief. But has such been the disposition of the 
other side? Hassuch been heretofore the course of action pur: 
sued by those arrayed in this body against the Administration? 
Far otherw: Ifas the honorabie gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. who has said much of the constitutional power of Con- 
gress over thissubject of the currency, and of its imperious du- 
ty to exercise that power, recommended any specific and inde- 
pendent measure? Tadmit, sir, that he has very clearly insi- 
nuated what ought now to be done; but this, sir, falls far short 
of his public duty, entertaining. as he does, and avowing, as he 
does, opinionsas to the cause ofthe general distress and dismay 
sh overspread the land. 
very measure of relief recommended by 
session, In view of the aundi i and 
y sure reported at that session, by the Commitee on 
Finance. was resolutely opposed asi ient to meet the cri- 
sis and the occasion. This was the course of proceeding then: 
and what is the indication now? One of a more conciliatory 
character? One in any way calcula‘ed to allay party animo- 
sity, ar to restore general confidence? Na, sir. Opposition was 
then the order of the day: and the mést determioed opposition 
to this bili has already been proclaimed: : 

The Senator from Massachusetts has declared that he would 
prefer any thing, he would prefer even nothing.to this measure. 
‘And the Senator from Kentucky says “ibe calamity of a war 
with the most potent power on earth, would be a blessing to 
the country compared with it;? and while those gentlemen thus 
denounce this bill, we have not as yet been favored from them, 
with any proposition, which, if adopted} would in their own 
inion. afford relief tothe country. 

President, the Senator from Massachusetts has, with greai 
compared the present condition of the currency of the 

> wits condition andstate immediatoly subsequent to the 
And what, sir, Fask was its true condi- 


e paper. 

le 
ments beyond che 
then cursed with 


n io the peu y 

mo currency. Wet £ 

suppiy af prom unfulfilled—ol corporation pledges- unre- 
deemed-—-of broken hanks—of trade embarrassed—and of cem- 


“United States—there was no nation 


And all this: 

try; because,'as the Senator from’ M: 

priately remarked: Se TACAR : 
“There had grown upa currency of paper’ 


preciated value of this paper, its irredeemable character, which 


debased tlie currency of the country. It was the total inability 
ofthe banks to take wp this paper which destrayed public con- 
fidence, and produced.the bankrupicy of the‘iustitotiona... ; 

These were the true causes which produced the universal 
distrust and distress which Brevaded the country: in 1816, and 
precisely the same causes. have operated.to produce the same. 
effects in 1887. The great extension of individual credit, a. con- 
sequent expansion of the paper. circulation, has brought upon 
the country now, the same pecuniary embarrassments ‘which, 
existed then. And what, Mr. President, was the remedy pro- 
posed at that time? a National Bank and the joint resolution of 
1816. There wasthen at that time mo proposition to make 
the local banks the depositories of the public money. ` The 7 
great object was to improve the general currency, to Tesusci: 
tate the State banks, and.to secure the public funds; which at 
that time consisted exclusively of State bank paper, from fur- 
ther depreciation. A National Bank was sustained with great 
zeal and with great ability, on the goound that, in, practice, it 
would produce a most beneficial infiuence upon the currency 
of thecountry, Thatit would afford immediate aid tó the Go- 
vernment and to the people, and bring into active and useful 
operation the banking instiiutions of the respective Buttes. 
The Senator from Massachusetts then expressed his convic- 
tions that a Nadonal. Bank would not improve the State of 
the currency. foo Giants At i 

“Tt was a mistaken ‘idea, hesaid, which he hed heard uttered 
on this subject, that we were about to reform the national cur- 


rency. ‘No. nation had. a better carrency,. be-said, than (the 
Cy. p poe Fa : 


with mote for the framers. of the Constit z 
who enacted-the early: statutes .on this: subject, were far 
money men. They felt, and: therefore duly appreciated, the 
evils of a paper medium; they, therefore, salulously guarded 
the currency of the. United States from debasenieat. |. The legal 
eurrency.of the United States. was gold and silver coin; this 
was a subject to which Congress had run into no follys 0 * 
The evil was not to be remedied by introducing a new. paper 
circulation; there could be no such things as.two media: in 
eircniation—the one credited, the other discredited.” = yi 

(Ar. Wersrex here expressed his dissent to the construction 
which had heen given to the speech he delivered in 1816.3 

I have, Mr, Í dent, with perfect accuracy, quoted the 
language which the Senator then used; and I would ask him 
it he did not then vote against the bill establishing a National 
Bank? g spoken against it, and having voted against it, £ 

ould not but suppose thai his speech and bis action was a just 
ession of his opinion of that measure. But, sir, I will offer 
another extract from the same speech, as giving 2 very déeided 
indication of the convictions of bis own mind: gp ete the 

“The whole suength of the Government, he was of opinion. 
ought tohe put forth to: compel ‘the payment of duties and 
taxes to. the Government inthe Jegal currency. of the Country.” 

“Inthe end tis taxes must ke’ paid inthe legal money of the 
country, and the sooner that was brouglit about the better.’? 

I think the Senator was clearly right. T folly concur with 
him ja the opinions he then expressed, relative: to the power 
of a Nationa! Bank over the eurrreney- x 

Je will be recollected, Mr. President, that both of the pro- 

posed measures of reliar were adopted—a National Bank 
a chartered, and the jolut resolutions of 1816 were passed. 
- in A817, both of these measures went into practical 
ean, Tho effects produced were most Aisastrons to the 
tiutions. A resumption. of specie payment tested the 
and soundness of every local bank; and it wil long be 
remembered that the uncontrolled and uncontrollable paper 
jsaues of these State hanks led to their entire prostration. 

Aud the sme fate restilting from the same cause, must 
here inevitably attended the Bank of the Unked Stars. in 1819, 
hal itnot have been thatthe moneyed power ofthis Goreri-- 
ment was brought t@-the support of that failing and dangerous 
ipatiiution. And well did the Senator from Massachusetts ray 
ti this National Bank way, of lisclf, unable te rectify the state 
of the general currency. Admitted, as itis, that the state ef 
the moneved aflairs of the country in del was siralar to 
thelr condition in 1837, and that the same canses-had operated 
at the diflerent periods to praduce the same- effects, T world 
hek, Mr: Presilent, what is now proposed as a- remed 
existing evils? Firste n United States bank} second, a Sts 
deposite -s and thirdly, the bill reported by the ¢ 
mittee, pre frite collection; safekeeping, and dishy 
meat ofthe public fun it seems to be very. generally 
ceded thatthe count ot prepared to receive anoth 
tional bari eople have decided agains so the & : 
fron: Maseact is kas sadd-—and yet the Senator, in his 
speech recently delivered, has given it as bis deliverate epin- 
jon, thai it is with the constitudonal power of Congress tg 
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regulate the general currency—to maintain a sownd moneyed 
circulation—and that. this great object -can be accomplished. in 
no way so satisfactorily, as to establish another National Bank. 
He differs from the Senator from Virginia, whose strong pre- 
dilections are in favor of the State deposite system. - 


If the two Houses of Congress caw be said to reflect the. 


opinion of the American people, the fate ofa National Bank is 
hermetically sealed: The Senatet from Massachusetts says 
he does not consider the resolution ‘of the last session as of the 
least importance, or as any indication of the state of the public 
mind. On this point the Senator is in error. If I can discern 
the signs of the.times, there is, with the people, a growing and 
a determined hostility toa National Bank. I then consider tha 
but two alternatives are now: presented. as relief measures. 
The one is the measure emanating from the Commuttee on Ti- 
nance; the other:is the substitute for that measure. proposed by 
the Senator from Virginia.” The Senator from assachusetts 
says he ìs prepared to take any thing, and even nothing, rather 
than accept the bill proposed by: the committee. ` And here 


again, Mr. President, the hoforable Senatorsare not yielding to. 


the force of publicsentiment. Experience has decided against 
a revival of the State bank deposite system. An entiresepara- 
tion of the Government, in the management of its fiscal con: 
cerns, from local banks, is demanded by every consideration, 
The security and proper management of the public funds de- 
mand this measure at our hands. ` A’ regard to the best interesis 
of the people demands it. The state and condition of the mo- 
neyed institutions of the country demand it: A regard to the 
principles of those “Aard money men” who laid the foundation 
of this extended’and extending Republic demands it, 
‘The peace and prosperity which so strikingly distinguished 
the operations of ie people under the first enactments of the 
.. Government, requiring the public revenues to be collected and 
disbursed :in gold. or silver, speaks loudly in favor of this mea. 
sure, I would, ‘then, sir, adopt it; and adopt it without delay, 
` There is abroad in the land an extraordinary excitement upon 
these'subjects. “The public mind requires repose. This agita- 
ting, this embarrassing question, which is now distracting the 
whole community, should he settled; and not till then will there 
be a resumption of specie payments, If this bill should now 
be passed, the local banks, through the influence of the mercan- 
tile community, will at once establish a system for the regula- 
‘ tion of the internal exchanges of the country; and then peace 
and tranquillity will again bless the Jand, and success and pros- 
-perity will again crown the efforts of the people. 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Sexare, Jan. 12, 1838.. 

The Senate resumed the considerztion of the re- 
solution submitted by Mr. CaLnoun on the 27th of 
‘December, in relation to Domestic, Slavery, the fol- 
lowing (6th) resolution being under consideration: 


_ “Resolved, That the union of these States rests on an equal. 
ity of rights and advantages among its members; and that what- 
ever destroys that equality, tends to destroy the Union iiselt 
and. that itis the solemn duty of all, and more especially of 
this body, which represents the States in their corporate capa- 
city, to resist all attempts to discriminate between the States 
in extending the benefits of the Government to the several 
portions of the Union; and that to refuse to extend to the 
Southern and Western States any advantage which would tend 
to strengthen, or renderthem more secure, or increase their 
limits or population by the annexation of new territory or 
States, on the assumption or under the pretext that the institu- 
tion of slavery, as itexists among them, is immoral or sin fuh or 
otherwise obnoxious, would be contrary to that equality of 
rights and advantages which the Constitution was intended to 
secure aliketo all the members of the Union, and would, in 
effect, disfranchise the slavehotding. States, withholding from 
them the advantages, while it sukjected them to the burdens, of 
the Government.” ` 


Mr. CALHOUN said that frequent attacks had 
been made on the resolution under consideration, 
in advance, which he did not think were altogether 
fair. The Senate had determined to consider each 
resolution by itself, on its own merits, beginning 
at the first. He felt himself bound by the deter- 
mination, and, of course, did not feel at liberty to 
repel attacks made on resolutions in advance. 
We had now arrived at the sixth, and he would 
say one of the most important in the whole series. 
He had reviewed it with care; and believed it was 
critically true and correct.in all its parts; and now 
stood prepared. to meet and repel, he trusted suc- 
cessfully, all attacks that might be made on it, 
from whatever quarter they might come; and that 
he might present the points distinctly to those who 
might desire to attack, he would repeat separately 
the various positions assumed in this resolution, 

Its first and fundamental position is, that the 
Union rests on an equality among the several 
States that compose it. To support so obvions a 
truth, he did not deem it necessary to cite various 
parts of the Constitution, which expressly recog- 
nize it; nor to refer to the journals of the conven- 
tion that formed the Constitution; nor the debates 
of the conventions of the States by which it was 
adopted; all of which would prove that it was 
constantly acted on as the principle on which the 
Union rested, and that, as such, it was watched 
throughout with the greatest care and jealousy. 
He would ask if there was.any one at all conver- 
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sant with the Constitution, or the history òf ‘its 
fotmation and adoption, prepared to-attack this 


fundamental position? <> 


The next position assumed was, that whatever fi 
„destroyed this equality, iénded io destroy the. 


Union itself. One so manifestly and irresistibly 
true, if the first be conceded; as not to admit of diss 


pute. wee p : ý 
The next declares that it is the solemn duty of 


all, butespecially of this body, which „represented . 


the States in their. corporate capacity, to. resist. all 
attempts to discriminate between. the States, in the 
action of this Government, so- as to give one an 
advantage over another, which is ‘no less clear. 

The next asserts, that to refuse to extend to the 
Southern and Western States any advantage fairly 
due them, and which might tend to strengthen 
them, or render them more secure, by extending 
their limits and population by the annexation of 


additional territories or new States, on the ground: 


that theirdomestic institutions were sinful, immoral, 


or otherwise obnoxious, would be contrary to. that 


equality intended to be secured by the Constitation 
alike to all the members of the Union. It claims 
nothing for the Southern and Western States on ac- 
count of their domestic institutions. . It simply as- 
serts, that to withhold advantages on their account, 
to which they would otherwise be fairly entitled, 
would be contrary to the equality to which, as mem- 
bers of the Union, they were entitled. It does not 
affirm that new territory or States (Texas ina word) 
should be annexed. That is left an open question, 
to he decided whenever it may be presented, on 
its general merits, in reference to the whole, as well 
as the adjacent section, and not on the ground of 
the peculiar character of the domestic institutions 
of the States of that section, on which the Vermont 
resolutions and the hundreds of petitions. which 
have been presented, place it. If the resolution 
goes farther, or does not fally and unequivocally 
express what is intended, he stood prepared to 
modify itso as to place its intention beyond all 
doubt. All he regarded was the principle, which 
he deemed not only clear, but all important, to the 
slave holding States, and on that he trusted he 
would be permitted to have an expression of the 
opinion of the Senate. 

Thus regarded, he would ask if there was any 
one who would venture to controvert this position? 

It is next and finally asserted in the resolution, 
that to withhold from the Sonthern. and Western 
States the equality of advantages to which they 
are entitled, would be, in effect, to disfranchise 
them, and to subject them to all the burdens of the 
Government, without its advantages—a proposi- 
tion too clear to admitof argument or illustration. 
He had now stated clearly and distinctly every po- 
sition taken in the resolution, and he called on the 
Senator from Kentneky, (Mr. Cray,) and others 
who had attacked it in advance, to bring forward 
their objections now, when the resolation is before 
us, and when their assaults can he fairly met. All 
he asked was, that their objections should be spe- 
cific~—no generalities; no abstractions. (They have 
too deep an abhorence of abstractions, he was sure, 
to rely on vague and gencral assertions.) State 
the particular position assailed, and make specific 
objections, and if he should not be able to repel 
them successfully, he would be more deceived than 
he ever was, ashe felt the utmost confidence in the 
correctness and strength of all the positions. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to lay the. resolu- 
tion on the table, on the ground that this branch of 
the subject would be more appropriately- discussed 
in connection with the resolutions introduced by 
hirn for the annexation of Texas to the Union, and 
also becanse it would be more advantageous to the 
interests of the South to take the question involved 
on the Texas resolutions. Mr. P. addressed the 
Senate in a speech of some length, and with much 


~warmth, In support of the motión. 


Mr. CALHOUN sail that he would assnre his 
colleague that he had not the slightest intention to 
interfere with his resolution in reference to Texas;* 

* Mr. Cattoun’s resolutions were introduced on 
the 27th December, and Mr. Presron’s on the 4th 
January, op a previous notice, given early in the 
session. ag 


in favor of the annexation, 


nor did he think there could, by possibility, be any 
interference: * ‘They “related to different: objécts. 
His was introduced, ‘as ‘he had trequently“said, as 
antagonist. to. the . Vermont resolutions, “andthe 


various - petitions. against the domesti¢/institutions 
of the South. «Among «other objegtions; they took 
position against: the- annexation “of: Texas: tothe 
‘Union, on:the ground that our peculiarinstitūtions 
were sinful and immoral.” In ‘drawing up these re- 
solutions, he: felt ltimself compelled td cover the 


whole ground assumed. against ‘us,:and could not 
by possibility omit so` prominent a one.as the -ob- 
jection . te” the: annexation- of: Texas: without a 
manifest. surrender. of: oné. of our most important 
points to the Abolitionists; bat. in covering-it, he 
had drawn up his.resolutions in general terms, and 
had Omitted the name óf Texas, so-as to avoid, as 


“far as possible, any question in relation to it. 


The resolution of his‘colleague was, on-the con- 


` trary, a direct question of annexation, which. open- 


ed the whole ‘ground, in the broadest view ‘of. policy 
and the Constitutions. ‘The only effect of the adop- 
tion of ‘his resolution would. be to raise: one of 
these questions, and that not the: least embarrass- 
ing, and as such could have no possible ‘injurious 
effect on the resolution ‘offered by. his colleague. 
But he understood ‘his colleaSue.to. say, that a, de- 
cision:on his (Mr. C’s) resolution ¢ould be had un- 
dér his, which was broadér, and that it would be 
more easy to get a favorable decision onthe -whole 
question than onthe isolated ‘point: ‘which “his pre- 
sented, : : EOE S lg 

Mr. C. said he could not but believe that his.col- 
league was mistaken.‘ Eyen an “affirmative deci- 
sion. would net cover the broad: and: general 
principle of equality, and would discriminate’ be- 
tween the institutions of the States’ of the: Union, 
which hisresolution asserted, and which he believ- 
ed to be all-important to the staveholding States to 
be recognised. Nothing more could be inferred 
from such a decision than that, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, it was expedient to annex 
Texas, without a distinct recognition of any one 
principle on which it might be admitted. But he 
could not think, with his colleague, that it would be 
more easy. to annex Texas than to pass the resolu- 
tion under consideration.” It-pregented but a single 
point, and that so unquestionable as to command the 
assent of all.who. did. not deny-so fundamental a 
principle of our Union as the, political equality of 
the members-who composed it; while-his'celleague's 
presented, and would have ‘to encounter, *all the 
possible objections which could be urged against the 
annexation, constitutionally; and all objections as to 
time, as to mode, as tọ its effect on our relations 
with Mexico, as to its disturbing the equilibrium of 
the Union, as to the hazard of extending its present 
limits, as to its constitutionality, and many others 
besides the one presented in his resolution. So far 
from agreeing with his colleague as to the greater 
relative ease with which his (Mr. P's) could: be 
passed, that he anticipated that neither his or his 
colleague’s would be acted on, should the motion 
to Jay on the table prevail. Yt was well known that” 
his (Mr. C’s) mind had long since been made up 
Under any view, he 
could take of it, he believed the union.of the two 
countries was desirable, but he had at all times an- 
ticipated much dificulty. in the decision of the 
question, when-and however presented. f 

His colleague had objected to acting on’ this re- 
solution, ón the gronnd that it would bring up the 
whole Texan question. He mast think that he 
was mistaken in his supposition. The ilebate here- 
tofore has been strictly confined .to the “questions 


. involved in the resolutions, and he saw no reason 


to believe that there would be 2 departure on the 
present occasion. In fact, he could not bat think 
that such a supposition would be an impeachment 
of the fairness of Senators on the side of the cham- 
ber his colleague occupied. ‘The resolution pre- 
sented but a single pointy and that bat incidentally 
connected with Texas. Its decision involved none 
of the regular and. fair objections that might be 
urged against its admission. 'To involve them in 
the discussion, would be unfair, and.-would be a 
tacit confession, on the part of those “who “should 
force such topies into the discussion, that his “reso- 
lution was true, and could not be “fairly met. He 
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could not believe the able members, who he ex- 
pected would be opposed to the resolution, would 
take a course so unworthy of them. -If* they be- 
lieve the resoiution to be trae, he expected them to 
say so, and to vote for it; but, if not, to.say so, 
and to assign their reasons boldly and directly, and 
not to kill it by arguments foreign to the question. 
Tn conclusion, he expressed his regret that his 
colleague should think proper to: make the motion 
he did, and would assure him that, whatever might 
be their difference of opinion on the’ great political 
questions of the day, he would, on all occasions, 
abstain from making any motion to embarrass any 


measure which he might think proper to introduce. | 

After some further remarks from Mr. PRESTON, | 
the question was taken on his metion to lay the re- | 
solation on the table, and it was adopted—yeas 35, | 


nays 9, as follows: . - , 
YEAS—Messrs.' Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 


Brown, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, | 


Cathberl, Davis, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 


Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins,” 


Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swilt, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Webster, White, Williams, and Wright—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Lumpkin, Roane,Robinson, Sevier, Walker, 
and Young—9. 


So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. | 


REMARKS OF MR. WRIGHT, 
Or New York, 


In Senate, January 18, 1838—Upon the final passage : 


of the bill for the relief of the heirs of Richard 
W. Meade. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he felt, and felt most deep- | 
age of this |! 


ly, that in offering resistance to the pass 
bill, he must appear to be offering resistance to the 
well known and often expressed will and opinion 
of a large majority of the Senate; a position which 
he assumed, upon all occasions, „with extreme re- 
luctance.. He also felt that, in opposing the bill, 
he might seem to be insensible to, or regardless of, 
the condition of those immediately interested in. its 
passage. He was not, however, unmindful that 
Mr. Meade himself had passed from the cares and 
troubles of this world; that he had left a widow, 


and a large family of children, he believed mostly | 


females, and that all were said to be dependent for 
their worldly fortunes upon the success of this 
claim. He knew that the claimants had many 
and valuable and worthy friends in this body, and 
he was free to admit, that their condition justly 
drew towards them the sympathies of all. 
should be his studied purpose, in the remarks he 
had to make, to say nothing which could wound 
the feelings of the most tender friendship, or be 
offensive to the liveliest sympathies. 

When he asked a short postponement of the 
final question upon the bill, several days since, he 


avowed his object to be to obtam time to re-ex- | 


amine the claim, having, several years since, and 


when a member of the other House, made a partial | 


examination of it, and formed conclusions strongly 
unfavorable to its validity. He had made the ex- 
amination again, and found his former impressions 
fully confirmed, and he now merely proposed to 
give to the Senate, as briefly as it could ‘be done, a 
statement of the facts upon which his opinions 
rested. He regretted that he could not have found 
an opportunity to discharge this duty atan earlier 
hour of the day, and in a fuller Senate, as he felt 
conscious that many of the members were even 
less acquainted with the history ofthe claim than 
he was himself. Stillhe would not ask further de- 
lay. He had been prepared for the question upon 
the bill, on the day to which it was postponed upon 
his motion, and as none of the delay which had 
taken place since that time was chargeable to him, 
so he would not now incur such a charge, but 
would proceed directly-to the task he had assumed. 

He found, from the papers in the case, that Mr, 
Meade, being acitizen of the State of Pennsylvania, 
left this country for Spain in the year 1803; that his 
business was exclusively of a private character, and 
was, as he slates himself, to obtain the release of 
some property detained at Buenos Ayres; that he 
was unexpectedly delayed in the prosecution of this 


It | 


i: upon bail. 


` offener. 


aliernpt to release the property, and was finally uñ- 
successful in the undertaking; that while absent, he 
conceived the design of establishing a commercial 
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house at Cadiz, in Spain, and, as soon as his other ` 


enterprise was abandoned, carried that design into 
execution; that he opened an extensive American 
trade, principally in provisions, and succeeded in 
obtaining various contracts for the supply of the 
Government and armies of Spain with provisions; 
that successive contracts were made, and large sup- 
plies furnished, through a series of years, during the 
whole of which time Mr. Meade was a resident of 
Spain, was domiciliated there, and made commerce 
his business and pursuit. — 

In 1806 he was appointed Navy Agent of the 
United States for the port of Cadiz, which agency 
of this Government he continued to hold until some 
time in the year 1816 or 1817; but it does not ap- 
pear, nor is italleged, that any of his troubles with 
the Spanish Government, or any part of this claim, 
arose from any transaction connected with his 
agency for the United States. On the contrary, it 
is admitted on all hands, and so the facts prove, 
that his claims, whatever they were against Spain, 
and whatever they may now be against this Go- 
vernment, hate grown solely out of his private 
transactions with the Spanish authorities; out of his 
contracts to furnish provisions, and the like, and 
out of litigations between him and the Spanish-au- 
thorities, and between him and individuals, with 
which the United States had no connection, directly 
or indirectly, aad in all of which he was acting 
merely for himself, and in no sense, whatsoever, as 
the agent, or representative, in any character, or in 
any degree, of this Government. So much for the 
origin of Mr. Meade’s claims. 

Tie would now proceed to recount, very briefly, 
the commencement of the troubles between Mr. 
Meade and the SpanishGoverumentand authorities, 
so far as he had been able to gather the history from 
the papers. Inthe year 1812, Mr. Meade states that 
he found himself largely in advance to Spain, on 
account of the supplies he had furnished under his 
several contracts, to the amount of some eight hun- 
dred or more thousand dollars; that he satisfied 
himself, (upon what evidence he does not state) 
that the Treasurer General of Spain was using 
funds which, in gcod faith, and according to his 
contracts with the Government, ought to have been 
paid to him; that he wrote and published a pam- 
phlet, setting forth the nature, character, and ex- 
tent of his ¢ontracts, the amount of his debt 
against the Government, and complaining, iu 
terms of censure, of the conduct of the Treasurer 
General, and the other Spanish authorities, and of 
their bad faith exercised towards him. For this 
publication he was arrested and confined in prison 
for a period of three months, when he was released 
He appealed to the Cortes against the 
injustice of the treatment he had received, and al- 
ledged that his imprisonment had been illegal. The 
Cortes, as he states, ordered the payment of his 
demands against the Government, pronounced his 
imprisonment illegal, and decreed punishment 
against the minister who had given the order for 
his arrest, and against the judge who executed the 
order. The order of the Cortes for the payment 
of his demands was, as he alleges, but very par- 
tially complied with, and that in a manner to com- 
pel great sacrifices and heavy losses on his part; 
while the Cortesitself being soon after dissolved, a tri- 
bunai denominated “the Supreme Council of War,” 
obtained jurisdiction of the prosecution depending 
against him for the publication of the pamphlet, 
pronounced the publication a libel on the Govern- 
ment, and imposed upon Mr. Meéade a fine of 
two thousand ducats, by way of punishment for the 
“This affair seems to have been the com- 
meneement of his difficulties with the Spanish au- 
thorities. a 

Another litigation, which seems to have con- 
nected itself immediately and importantly with the 
claims of Mr. Meade, arose as follows: ` 

An individual by the name of Glass, a merchant 
of Cadiz, sometime in the year 181], visited Eng- 
land, was arrested there in consequence of his pe- 
cuniary liabilities to the House of Hunter, Rainey 
and Co. of London, and a commission of bank- 
rupicy was obtained against him in England, where 


he was himself detained upon his ‘arrest. AD - 
Spanish tribunal, denominated “the Tribunal of: 
Commerce at Cadiz,” took jarisdicti affairs 
and estate of Glass at’ Cadiz; and: ; 
admitted, on ‘ail hands, that thej 
sumed by this tribunal was `rightfu 
In the course of its proceedings, this tribunal ap- 
pointed Mr. Meade the assignee of the estate < 
Glass in Spain, requiring from-him bonds, contain-- 
ing, ationg other conditions, one that he should “fbe 
responsible solely to the tribunal” for the proceeds 
of the estate of Glass, committed to his possession, 
care, and management. Mr. Meade accepted the 
trust, and entered upon its discharge: “He closed: 
the affairs of the estate in Spain, and paid off att” 
the demands existing against it there. ` This being 
done, he found an amount of about fifty-two thou- ` 
sand dollars in money in his hands, being proceeds 
of the estate unexpended. ‘This balance, he sup~ 
posed, belonged to the assignees of Glass in Eng- 
land; and he states that he made frequent applica- 
tions to “the Tribunal of Commerce of Cadiz” for: 
leave to pay it to the English assignees, but that 
the leave was not granted. Sometime in the year 
1816, Hunter, of the London house’ of Hunter, 
Rainey and Co. visited Cadiz, upon the business 
between (sat house and the estate of Glass. At 
about the same time, Glass escaped from - his bail 
in England, reappeared at Cadiz, and laid an i 
junction upon the money in ‘the hands- of. Mr 
Meade, to prevent its payment to Hunter, allegin; 
that the property, of which this money was the pro- 
ceeds, had been improperly consideted as bound 
by the commission of bankruptcy. A litigation, 
therefore, arose before “the Tribunal of Com- 
merce of Cadiz,” between Hunter, representing . 
the London house of Flunter, Rainey and Co. and © 
Glass, as to which had the right to receive the 
money from Mr. Meade. Pending this litigation ` 
between these parties, the tribunal, upon whose 
application, cr whether upon any application atall, 
does not appear from the papers, made an erder 
that Mr. Meade should, upon aday named in the 
order, make a deposite of the money in the royal 
treasury of Spain, there to await the decision of the _ 
question to whom the money of right belonged 
Mr. Meade made‘ a deposite under the order, fase X 


obtained æ certificate of deposite  theref 
was laid before ‘the. tribunal, or thi 
effect of it made known to that jadi 
ing the htigation, Hunter appointed a j 
the name of McDermot the agent of the London 
house, and left Spain. DeDermot, subsequently, 
raised a question before the tribunal as to the. 
sufficiency of the deposite made by Mr. Meade: 
in the royal treasury, in pursuance of its order, 
alleging that the deposite was not made in 
specie, but in sore description of Government pa- 
per less valuable than specie. Mr. Meade con- 
tended that the certificate of deposite showed that 
the deposite had been made in “ effective specie,” 
and that, whenever the tribunal should” order the 
payment of the sum, “his Majesty would pay it 
the same coin.” Still McDermot sued ‘Meade, be- 
fore the same tribunal; for the money, and reco- 
vered against him. Meade appealed to asuperior 
judicial tribunal of the country, called “alzadas;” 
but, before this last named tribunal had gained 
possession of the cause, and had passed judgment 
upon it, MeDermot obtained an order, by which it 
was transferred from the.‘¢alzadas” to “ the Su- 
preme Council of War.” This council confirmed 
the decision of “the Tribunal of Commerce of . 
Cadiz,’ that Mr. Meade: was still liable, notwith- 
standing the deposite: he had made in the King’s 
treasnry, te pay the fifty-two thousand dollars to 
McDermot, or thdSe he represented. From this 
decision of- the. Supreme Council of War, Mr. 
Meade attempted to take a farther appeal, but hi 
application for that. purpose was not granted: ` 
rehearing, however, before the same tribunal was- 
granted, and five new judges were added to the 
conri; to sit upon the new trial. > Before this new 
trial took place, McDermot made an application” 
tor the arrest of Mr. Meade, upon the ground that 
he was about to leave Spain, which application was 
successful; and, on the second day of May, 1816, 
Mr. Meade was arrested and imprisoned in a pri- 
son called ‘Santa Catalina,” at Cadiz. 
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No: further history of this litigation has been, 


found in the papers, nor is any farther detail in re- | 


lation to.it deemed important to. the present. discus- 
sion... Little is leamed, from the documents which 
have been. examined, of. the character or severity 
of the imprisonment suffered, except that.our mi- 
nister in Spain, in.the course of his correspondence 
with the Spanish authorities to obtain the release 
of Mr. Meade, often styles the prison “a felon’s. 
prison;” and a single clause,in the memorial‘of Mrs. 


Meade to ‘the President of the United States, which | 


will “be hereafter more particularly referred to, 
wherein she says, speaking of this imprisonment of 
Mr. Meade, that he was “ confined in a dungeon, 
with-a-sentinel ‘at his door, and for several months 
locked up at night.” This language would seem to 
imply that the “dungeon in which Mr. Meade 
was confined was not, for any portion of the time 
of his imprisonment, locked during the day time, 
and that it was not docked during the night, except 
for a:few months of the period.. These observa- 
tions. would become material hereafter. 

At this stage of the proceedings, Mr. Meade 
commenced his appeals to our minister in Spain, 
and the correspondence. between that minister and 
the Spanish Goyernmeént would show that no want 
of zeal or exertion in the cause of Mr. Meade 
could be alleged against that agent of the United 
States, upon which a liability on the part of this 
Government to pay his claims could be founded. 
Mr. W. said he had read the correspondence with 
rome attention, that he made no pretensions to the 
diplomatic science, but that he must say, if any 
impression had been made upon his mind more 
strongly than another, from that reading, it was 
that of surptise that the Spanish authorities had not 
considered and treated the minister as exceeding 
his diplomatic character and duties iw the warmth 
and pertinacity of his appeals on behalf of Mr. 
Meade.. Indeed, if his memory served him, the 
minister did persevere until his notes were returned 
unanswered by. those diplomatic agents of the 
Spanish Government to whom they were addressed. 
Nor were his.efforts confined to his exertions in 
Spain, as he did not fail to. invoke the aid: of his 
Government by appeals to, and through, the Secre- 
tary of State, at various stages of the proceedings. 

Still Mr. Meade was not relieved from duress, 
and, on the 4th of December, 1817, Mrs. Meade 
addressed to the Presicent of the United States a 
memorial, detailing his grievances and urging the 
interference of this Government to obtain his re- 
leae. A call was made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives upon the President for the information in 
his possession relating to the arrest and imprison- 
ment of Mr. Meade;.and by a message, dated on 
the 29th of January, 1818, he transmitted copies of 
the correspondence betwéen our minister in Spain 
and the Spanish authorities, and between both and 
the Secretary of State of the United States, together 
with the memorial of Mrs. Meade, above referred 
to. The subject was referred to the Committees on 
Foreign Relations of the respective houses of Con- 
gress, from which written reports were made, 
strongly remonstrating against the treatment under 
which it appeared to them Mr. Meade was unjustly 
suffering; and cach report concluded with expres- 
sions strongly indicative of a disposition, on the 
part of this Government, to interfere in his behalf, 
unless his release should follow those proceedings 
of the National Legislature. These reports were 
made, that to the Senate on the 24th of March, and 
that to the House of ‘Representatives on the 4th 
of April, 1818. . 

So far did the authorities of this Government, at 
home and abroad, -go to relieve Mr. Meade from 
his unpleasant situation, growing out of a litiga- 
tion, not with the: Spanish Government, but with a 
private individual; not out of his claims against 
Spain, but out of a private trast, voluntartly as- 
sumed by him, and involving. the interests of those 
at whose suit, and by whose procurement, he was 
imprisoned. <. n 

He-would not here stop to comment upon the 
propriety of this interference on the part of our 
Government and its authorities, although, at a sub- 
sequent stage of the discussion, it would be his du- 
ty to allude toit. His whole purpose, for the pre- 
sent, would be answered. by. the remark, that, 
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hitherto, most certainly the United States had done 


nothing, and omitted: nothing, from which a liabi- 


lity to pay the claims of Mr. Meade against the 
Government of Spain could -eyen be pretended, 


much less sustained.” Indeed it was but just to say , 
that he did not understand the friends of the claim ` 
to.infer liability from any of the proceedings which « 


had yet been recounted. - i 3 
_ Mr. Meade was discharged from duress some- 
time in May, 1818, and seems to. have turned his 


attention immediately to. the adjustment. of : his 


claims upon the-Spanish Government. During the 


period of his atrest. and confinement, the papers. | 
show that he was. devoting evéry.exertion in his’ 


power to the attainment of this object, and that our 
minister in Spain did not fail, in his correspondence 
with the Spanish authorities in relation to his im- 
prisonment, to interpose the subject of his claims 
also, whenever that could be done with propriety, 
or with any prospect of benefit to Mr. Meade. But 
after his final release this became Mr. Meade’s sole 
business, and his appeals to our minister ‘abroad, 


and to the proper department of our Government . 


at home, in reference to the claims, became direct 
and earnest. : 

Åt as early day as the Gth of June, 1818, only 
one month after his release, Mr. Meade addressed 
a letter to our Secretary of State, which, in a cer- 
lain contingency, announced his intention of throw- 
ing himself upon the protection and justice of his 
Government, and abandoning his personal efforts to 
settle, or obtain payment of his claims. This letter 
seems, upon its face, to have grown out of a state 
of circumstances such as follow: : 

Mr. Meade alleges, that, after his release, it was 
intimated to him from a strictly confidential, but 
highly authoritalive source, that in case he could 
make a further advance in money to the Spanish 
Government, and would accept a grant of land in 
the Floridas for his whole claims, the business 
might be adjusted much to his advantage. Know- 
ing that negotiations were depending in the United 
States for a cession of the Floridas to our Govern- 
ment, he would not venture to make any advance 
towards an adjustment of his claims upon this 
basis, until he had written to the Secretary of State, 
the negotiator on the part of the United States, 
and learned from him whether, in case a treaty 
should be concluded, and the cession made, a grant 
of land to him by Spain, of that date, would be 
valid. Hence the letter to which he referred, bear- 
ing date the 6th June, 1818, at Cadiz, was written, 
and to make the above inquiry was its principal 
object. As it was his fixed. purpose to occupy as 
little of the time of the Senate as possible, he would 
only trouble them with the reading of the last clause 
of the letter. It was in these words: 

“I shall wait in Madrid for your answer; and 
should it be unsatisfactory, or should -I find it im- 
practicable even to obtain this mode of arrange- 
ment from the Spanish Government, in case of 
your answer being satisfactory, E shall enter my 
protest, and leave the kingdom, and place a full 
reliance on my own Government for supporting 
my just demands, when ever an arrangement shall 
take place between the two countries; being con- 
fident that, whenever such an event does take 
place, provision will he made for the claims of our 
citizens.” 

Here was a contingent appeal to our Govern- 
ment to make the claims of Mr. Meade matter of 


‘treaty stipulation between us and Spain, and the 


contingency, in the first aspect of it, was to be put 
at rest by our Secretary of State. If a grant of 
land in Florida, made to Mr. Meade by the Spa- 
nish Government, would not be recognised in, or 
made valid by, the treaty of cession from Spain to 
the United States, then the appeal was no longer 
contingent but positive; because, in ‘that case, the 
determination of Mr. Meade was declared, to enter 
his protest, leave the kingdom of Spain, and . rely 
upon his own Government for his redress. The 
Seeretary of State, immediately, answered his let- 
ter, and assured him that, in case a treaty was 
concluded, and the Floridas ceded, grants of land 
thereia made by Spain, at so-late a date, would not 
be recognised and confirmed. The contingency 
was, therefore, pul at rest by the answer of the 


| Secretary of State to Mr, Meade’s letter, and the 


-suppose that this call from - 


appeal of Mr “the protection “of our- 
Government “remained before the State Depart. 
ment Without-condition. ee 
‘Mr. -Meade, in- some 


. Meiide tò 


e- papers; “seems. to 

: im upon the Secre- 
‘tary of State, and his failure to accept of a grant 
-of Florida lands,» gives: him -a` strong equitable. . 
claim.to appeal to our: Government: for thé pay- 
ment of his demands against “Spain; but was: this 
supposition ‘well: founded? His letter-to the Se- 
eretary of State, making the inguiry-whethér such 
agrant tohim by Spain would be recognised;in case: ` 
a. treaty was made, Was'written at Cadiz, in Spain, 
on-the. 6th. of June, 1818, ‘and the language of: the 
letter-conclusively*proves that it was -wriften im- 
mediately after. the intimation had Deen made to . 
him that his claims might‘be adjusted-in this made. — 
A treaty was concluded by.which the Floridas were 
ceded to the’, United States, and that. treaty -was 
signed ‘at- Washington on ‘the 22d of February, 
1819... By it all grants of land in the territories of 
Florida, made by Spain prior to-the 24th day of. 
January, 1818,:were confirmed and made: valid, 
and all grants of land in those territories made sub- 
sequent to that day, were declared to be null and 
void. From these dates and facts, it will be seen 
that, had: Mr. Meade taken a. grant of Florida 
lands from Spain, at the time. his letter to the Se- 


‘cretary of State was written, or within any. period 


of five months previous, it: would: have availed 
him nothing, as the treaty would. have made it, as 
it did make all grants by Spain, within that period, 
and subsequent to it, absolutely null and void... It 
is not easy to see how. a claim for the payment of 
money, either legal or equitable, can arise out of 
this state of facts, : 

It would seem, therefore, that even at this stage 
of the proceedings, so far as our Government was 
concerned, Mr. Meade stood in..the condition of a ° 
voluntary applicant for its protection, and. its jus- 
tice, whenever an arrangement should take place 
between the countries, being confident, as in his 
letter to the Secretary of State, he expressed himself 
to be, that, whenever such an event should. take 
place, provision would be made for the claims of ` 
our citizens. ` K 

But the strength of the argument does not. rest 
here. This appeal of Mr. Meade, it is true, was 
made to the negotiator, on our part, of the treaty, 
which concluded thatnegotiation; it. was made pen- 
ding the negotiation, not.only, but was made when, 
Mr. Meade knew that negotiation to be pending, 
and because he knew it to be pending, Sull it was 
not: the only, or the most material, appeal to our 
Government, to include his claims in the treaty 
arrangement; and to show this, he would refer to 
another step taken on his behalf, prior to the sign- 
ing of the. treaty, and, as the document referred to 
will prove, by his express direction. f 

Under date of the 17th January, 1819, Mrs. 
Meade writes from the city of Philadelphia to the 
Secretary of State, ás follows: 

“I have the honor to hand you, enclosed, a state~ 
ment of the grounds of my husband’s claims on. 
the Spanish Government, which will be followed. 
by a specific statement of the amount due him 
from the said Government, showing the amount 
duc on fibramientos now in his possession, om 
contracts, and on damages, on bills received from 
said Government, as well as his reclamation on 
the score of the unjust imprisonment suffered by 
him for two years. ; Ok 

“ The time allowed him to avail himself of the 


‘opportunity by which I received this statement was 


too short to enable him to make out a.detail’of his 
claims; but ‘thinking it important that some state- 
ment should be immediately forwarded. to you, he 
hastily made . out the enclosed; trusting that, in the 
event of a speedy conclusion of .a treaty between our 
country and Spain, this document would sérve as a 
guide for that protection which his Government 
may think proper to grant him.” ; 

Enclosed in this letter was a-very general, and 
somewhat argumentative, statement of the claims of 
Mr. Meade upon Spain, and which, the letter shows, 
was. transmitted, by his wife, to the Secretary. of 
State, in contemplation of “a speedy, conclusion- of a 
treaty between our country and Spatn;’?-was sent by 
him to her for the purpose of.'such. transmission; 
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was made by him in haste becwuse of the necessity. 
of the presentation, tothe Department of State, of 
some statement of his claims, before the signing of 
the treaty; and was such a statement as, he trusted, 
“would serve as a guide for that protection which this 
Government might think proper to grani him.” - 

The treaty was speedily concluded, after. the 
transmission of this statement of. Mr. Meade’s: 
claims, it having been signed by the high contract- 
ing parties on the 22d of February, 1819, but little 
more than one month after the date of Mrs. Meade’s 
leuter, at Philadelphia. © Surely, ‘then, it would not 
be contended that our Government was not both 
anthorized and urged by Mr. Meade to make his 
claims the subject of treaty arrangement, and of ar- 
rangement under that identical treaty, or that there 
was any, thing in his authority and appeal different 


from that which must always be su pposed to attend . 


the appeal Of.a citizen to his Government to pretect 
his interests with a foreign power. In his first let- 
ter to the Secretary of. State, before referred to, he 
says he is confident that, when a treaty shall be con- 
cluded, “provision will be made for the claims of our 
citizens,” thus expressly placing his claims upon the 
same footing. with those of all our other’ citizens, 
who might have claims, of „any character, against 
the Spanish Government. ‘In Mrs. Meade’s letter, 
just read, she says she trasts that the statement of 
her husband's claims, enclosed by-her in pursuance 
of his direction, “would serve as a guide for that pro- 
lection which this Government may think proper to 
grant him.” Could authority, or appeals, be more 
broad, more general, or place the whole matter more 
within the power and discretion of this Government? 
Tt seemed to him not. 


Did the treaty affect the claims of Mr. Meade | 


against Spain, and if so, to what extent and in what 
manner? 


He was well aware that he had now reached the | 


‘question, whether or not the treaty did, in fact, 
embrace the claims of Mr. Meade, and did release 
Spain from.any further liability to him? This 
question he did not propose to discuss, but to leave 
that discussion to others, who: had examined it 
more deeply than he had, in case the debate should 
call for it. He must say, however, that, were the 
claims now rested upon this point alone, he‘ be- 
lieved it would be possible to sustain, and sustain 
triumphantly, the position that the claims of Mr. 
Meade, as subsequently liquidated between. him- 
self and the Spanish authorities, were not released 
by the treaty in question. 

To pass this poiut, however, he would, for the 
sake of the argurnent merely, assume that these 
claims were embraced by the provisions of the 
trealy, and were provided for under it; and would 
look into the treaty to determine what provision 


was made, and how it was to become available to | 


Mr. Meade. 

The. treaty, among other things, contained a 
cession of the Floridas from Spain to the United 
States, established and defined the boundary Le- 
tween the United States and the Spanish posses- 
sions in the Southwest, contained mutual releases 
of all claims to the territory upon each side of the 
defined boundary, and bound the United States, as 
an equivalent. for the advantages in territory we 
were to acquire by the treaty, to pay the sum of 
five millions of dollars- -This money was to be 
paid, not to Spain, but to citizens of the United 
States, who had valid claims against the Spanish 
Government. ‘The claims embraced in the treaty 
are enumerated with greal particularity and pre- 
cision, and are subdivided into five classes. It is 
necessary here to refer to but one of those classes, 
as itis admitted on all sides, that, if the claims of 
Mr. Meade come within the- provisions of the 
treaty, they are brought there by the fifth classif- 
cation, which is in the following words :. 

Art. 9, clause 5. “To all claims of citizens of the United 
Slates upen the Spanish Government, statements of which, 
soliciting the interposition of the Government of the United 
States, have been presented to the Department of State, or to 
the minister of the United Siates in Spain, since the date of the 
convention of 1802, and until the signature of this treaty.” 

In any event, the United States were to pay but 
five millions of dollars, and they were to pay that. 
to all the classes of claimants named, according 
to the same uniform rule. That rule was the ap- 
pointment of a commission by our Government, to 
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consist of three persons; the commission was to 


meet at Washington, and, within three years from ` 


the time of its first meeting, to “ receive, examine, 
and decide upon the amount and validity of all-the 


claims” provided for under the treaty. By neces- 
sary consequence, as the whole fund from which. 
` payment was to be made was but five millions of | 


dollars, if the commissioners ‘should find valid 
claims to more than that amount, it would be their 
duty to divide the five millions among the respec- 
ive claimants, according to the amount of the 
claim of each, determined by them to be valid. 
Nothing in the treaty gavé one’ ciaimant, or any 
one class of claimants, a preference over another, 
either in the manner of satisfying the commission- 
ers of the validity of their.claims, or in the rates of 
payment. 3 - 

These were the provisions of the treaty. The 
duty of the Government, in case the treaty should 
be ratified, was to institute the commission, com- 
posed of honest and competent men, and to pay 
the awards as the commissioners should make 
them, in the mauner pointed out in the treaty. 

The duty of the commissioners was to sit, re- 
ceive the claims, hear and examine the proofs pre- 
senged by the respective claimants, and, within the 
period of three years allowed them by the treaty to 
do the business, to decide honestly and impartially, 
according to the proofs before them, and their best 
judgment, upon the amount and validity of each 
claim. 

The duty of each claimant was to present his 
clairs, and support them by proper and sufficient 
evidence. 

To preserve the order of time, it would now be 
necessary to refer to the efforts of Mr. Mcade in 
Spain to adjust his claims there, as, notwithstand- 
ing the signing of the treaty, on the 22d of February, 
1815, and the knowledge of that fact on his part, 
and of the provisions it contained in favor of our 
citizens who had claims against the Spanish Go- 
vernment, his efforts were continued to make his 
own arrangement with the Spanish authorities. A 
very brief reference to his progress and the results, 
will answer the present purpose. 

` On the 7th of May, 1819, Mr. Meade succeeded, 
for the first’ time, in obtaining from the King of 
Spain the appointment of a commission to examine 
and liquidate his. claims. This, it will be re- 
marked, was nearly three months after the signing 
of our treaty. with Spain, in this city, and, of 
course, after the knowledge of that fact must have 
reached Spain: The commission reported to the 
Minister of Finance of Spain on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1819. On the 22d of October after, the 
Minister of Finance returned to them their report 
for re-examination. The commission rea(frmed 
their first report, and reiurned it again to the Minis- 
ter of Finance on the 15th of November, 1819. 
This award, so made, in favor of Mr. Meade, by a 
special commission, appointed by the Spanish Go- 
vernmeat, and so reaflirmed by that same commis- 
sion upon re-examination, did not receive the re- 
quisite confirmation from the King of Spain until 
the Oth of May, 1820, more than a year after the 
appointment of the comunission; nearly the half ofa 
year afier the award of the commission had been 
not only made to his Minister of Finance, but re- 
examined under the order of that minister, and re- 
affirmed; and, what is:not less material, about 
fifteen months after the signing of the treaty, 
which, as the Spanish authorities, the King himseif 
being included, are said, subsequently, to have 
contended, was-to throw upon the Government of 
the United States the satisfaction of. the identical 
claims which were liquidated by the award. 
Another fact, drawn from Mr. Meade’s own state- 


` ment, is material, which is, that the confirmation 


by the King of this award of his own commission, 
was accompanied by a direction that the amount 
should “ be paid out of the funds of the Royal 
Finance Department, with interest.” 

Ii now becomes material to state that the treaty, 
to which so frequent reference has heen made, had 
not yet received the ratification of either Govern- 
ment. It was not, therefore, biading upon either 
Government, when the settlement between Mr. 
Meade and the Spanish Government was p erfected, 
in the manner above related. The treaty, upon its 
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` negotiators, was transmitted to Spain, that 


face, and by its terms, referred to the claims of our 
citizens. against the Spanish. Goyet 
existed -at its. date, 22d Februar 
as: they might -be made ‘by sare 
tween. the parties, after that :negotiatio: 
summated between. the two, Governme 
treaty in question. ‘The. treaty, being sign: 


f might. 
receive the ratification Of that Government. first, as 
it had been formed and signed undex the personal. 
and immediate observation. of ours. n AR ayy 

On the 24th of October, 1820, more than five 
months after the King of Spain had -confirmed the 
award of the Spanish commission in favor of Mr. 
Meade, and had directed: the payment of-his de- 
mands to be made “out of the funds of the Royal: 
Finance Department, with interest,” the treaty in 
question received the fuli and perfect ‘ratification 
of the Spanish Government, without any change. 
or modification whatsoever, which. had. the most. 
remote relation to this, or any other of the claims 
of our citizens against that Government. a 

Another fact, most material to the investigation, 
is that Mr. Meade left Spain for the United States 
either in May, or early in June, 1820, within a 
month after the confirmation by the King of the 
award in his favor, and some five months before 
the ratification of the treaty by Spain. He did-not,. 
therefore, remain in Spain to obtain the compensa- 
tion awarded to him, although the. award itself. di- 
rected its payment “out of the funds of the Royal 
Finance Department, with interest,” but left for 
his native land with the simple award in his pocket, 
and that, too, before the Spanish . authorities had, 
by a ratification of the treaty, made it binding 
upon that Government, so as even to give him the 
prospect of indemnity presented by it. i 

It had been seen, however, that the treaty was - 
ratified by Spain, some five months after Mr. 
Meade left the country, and that it was thus made- 
obligatory on that Government, provided it should’ 
receive a similar ratification, in its then existing 
form, by the United States. It was returned to 
this country to receive that ratification, and was by 
the then President of the United States; Mr. Mon- 
roe, laid before the Senate, with his recommenda- 
tion that it should be ratified. eee} 

This presentation of the treaty to the Senate was 
accompanied by à memorial from Mr. Meade, ad- 
dressed to the President, and. dated 8th. February, 
1821, in which “he labors to show that the treaty = 
ought not to be so construed as. to include his. 
claims; of that if it was, our Government ought 
not to ratify it, and thus release Spain from his de- 
mands, without assuming upon itself the obliga- - 
tion of instant payment of the whole amount of the 
award of the Spanish commission in his favor. 
He enters into an ingenious and learned argument 
to establish these positions, but seeks, most ineffec- 
tually, to extricate himself from the force of his 
appeals to his country for protection, which have 
been before read to the Senate, and which fully 
authorized a provision for his claims among the 
treaty stipulations, - When these appeals ` were 
made, Mr. Meade had effected no settlement with 
the Spanish Government. His claims were, then, 
all disputed, resisted, or delayed, and whether, 
without the aid of the authorities of his own coun- 
tiry, he would obtain any thing, ‘was, to use the 
mildest language, matter of great doubt ever to 
himself. Iu this condition his affairs remained 
until after the signing of the treaty, on the 22d of 
February, 1819. s 

Shortly after that time, however, the King of 
Spain manifested more liberal-dispositions towards 
this private claimant, aad appointed a special com- 
mission to adjust his claims. How far the exist- 
ence of the treaty, in iis inchoate state, might have’ 
promoted this change of conduct on the part of the 


Spanish authorities he would not venture to-say. 


Thai the treaty was. made, and signed, ang ib 
Spain, waiting the ratification of that Government, 
before the commission was appointed to settle the 
accounts of Mr. Meade, are facts apparent from 
the papers. That it was not-ratified by Spain, un- 
tilafier that settlement was. finally completed, is 
perfectly certain. That the award in favor of Mr. 
Meade was, upon its face, made payable “out of 
the funds of the Royal Figance Department, with 
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intetest,” would seem to indicate that’ payment was 
intended from other resources, and “not: from the 


money to be advanced by’ the United: States under. 


the treaty; but that Mr. Meade’ almost ‘instantly 
left Spain, after the award was made, without even 
a demand for payment theres that he came to. this 
country with the’ award as the evidence of his 
claim, and that the Spanish authorities ever, after 
the perfection of the treaty, insisted that the claims 
of this individual were, and were intended to be, 
embraced under its provisions, would seem pretty 
effectually to rebut any presumption that the Spa- 
nish Government ever ititended to pay the award, 
or that Mr. Meade ‘ever expected. to réceive pay- 
ment, in any other way than from the provisions 
_made in-the treaty for the claims of our citizens.: 


A further examination of the facts in: the case: 


will confirm this-view of it. "Thetreaty was rati- 
fied by Spain in October, 1820. “Mr. Meade was 
then in this country, with the-award of the Spanish 
commission as evidence of his claims, and, as we 
shall soon see, contending that the treaty shonid be 
so amended as expressly to.exempt them, or to pro- 
vide for their‘instant and entire payment. These 
facts, connected With the ground constantly assum- 
` ed by ‘Spain, that the ‘treaty did provide for Mr. 
Meade’s claims, would certainly authorize the in- 
fereuce, without a want of charity to either of the 
parties, that the existence of the treaty, in its un- 
finished state, was not disregarded, when the final 
steps were taken for the settlement between them. 


. But to recur again to the argument. Mr. Meade 
solicited, in his memorial to the President, which 
. was transmitted to the Senate with the treaty, that 
his claim should be wholly exenipted from its ope- 
ration, or that an. amendment, “by way of rider,” 
should be incorporated in the ratification by the 
United States, containing a distinct recognition of 
his claim, so that it might be specifically provided 
for in the appropriations necessary..to carry the 
treaty into effect. 

As some of the friends of the bill found the 

claim of Mr. Meade against this Government, upon 
the ratification of the treaty by the Senate, in open 
disregard of. these requests of his, and in ils origi- 
ginal shape, as signed by the negotiators, he was 
bound to give this point a moment’s examination. 
And here, he must ask, what was the state of 
things? What were the relations of the high con- 
tracting parties? and what were the public and 
private interests‘involved in the ratification or re- 
jection of the treaty? — . 
» The history of the period answers all these inqui- 
ries. The claims of our citizens upon Spain for 
spoliations upon our commerce, and other acts, 
strictly and only cognizable by the national autho- 
rities, Were numerous and large. The settlement 
of-those claims, and the security of the most ample 
indemnity which could be obtained, was the 
imperious duty of our Government towards its 
suffering citizens. A. difficulty as to the boundary 
between the possessions of the two Governments in 
the southwest, had given rise to some disturbing 
questions, and promised, unless amicably settled, 
to be a fruitful source of discord in future. Spain 
owned a tract of country between the territories of 
the United States and the Gulf of Mexico, which it 
was highly desirable to us to own, that we might 
push our limits to that natural boundary, and that 
we might gain jurisdiction over the ferocious 
bands of savages inhabiting the territory and en- 
dangering our border settlements. Recent dis- 
turbances, and the law of -self-preservation and 
protection, had compelled us to carry our arms 
into that territory. in pursuit of the hostile savages; 
and this had given rise to complaints on the part of 
Spain. The adjustment of all these difficulties 
had been the object of the negotiation which 
resulted in the treaty in question, and the treaty, as 
made and signed, had settled them all. , 

In nothing did these important matters involve 
mere dealings by contract between any of our citi- 


zens and the Spanish Government; nor did our Gó- 


vernment, in making that treaty, pretend to take 
jurisdiction of any such dealings, bút- upon the 
appeal, and at the solicitation, of. the citizens inte- 


rested: This was Mr. Meade’s ċase, and he had | 


before shown his repeated and express appeals to 
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this particular treaty: =. ee 
Wiat, then, was. the character of his request 


other citizens provided: for.in the.treaty, and upon. 


and most likely would, if complied with in either 
form, by any alteration. of the ‘treaty, have defeated 


it in its original shape was reluctantly:made-.on the 


months after that time. It was then made without 
form, and to our Government was left the option 
to-take the treaty as it was, or to open again, to 
new negotiation, at. the pleasure of Spain, all the 
important public and private interests of which. he 
had spoken, and which a simple ratification of 
that treaty by the Senate would finally, and for 
ever, adjust. Could the Senate hesitate? . Ought 
they to have hesitated, because an: individual, who 
held elaims against Spain—claims not such in 
their character as to make it the daty of his Go- 
vernment to interfere with them; claims such as his 
Government had no right to interfere with but upon 
his direct solicitation, and which it did interfere 
with upon such solicitation, repeatedly made, sofar 
as there was in fact any interference by this treaty; 
claims which, if affected at all by the treaty, were 
provided for in the same manner, by the same 


other citizens of the country—had changed the con- 
dition of his claims, and therefore changed his 
mind, after the treaty was sigaed? Because that 
individual, not only after the treaty had, been 
signed, but after it had been solemnly ratified by 
Spain, with a full knowledge of the changed con- 
dition of his claims, chose to interpose himself, and 
to ask that he should be specially preferred to all 
other claimants, or that the final conclusion of the 
treaty, and consequently the indemnities of five 
millions to others, and the great public interests se- 
cured by it, should be put at hazard, or wholly de- 
feated? Most certainly not. The Senate would 
not have been true to the country, or to the other 
citizens interested in the treaty, if they had, by an 
amendment added at the personal solicitation, and 
for the sole benefit, of this individual, incurred 
even a risk of the final loss of the treaty itself; 
much less, if they had done that under the cireum- 
stances surrounding this negotiation, and proving 
that the other contracting party had most reluc- 
tantly consented to the adjustment as it was. The 
memorial of Mr. Meade was dated on the 8th of 
February, 1821. On the 13th of the same month 
it, together with the treaty, was communicated by 
the President to the Senate; and, on the 19th, the 
Senate gave its advice and consent to the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, without alteration or amendment. 
He had already said that, in this act, the Senate, in 
his judgment, discharged an imperious duty to the 
country and its cilizens. 

Did they, in that act, incur a liability on the part 
of our Government in favor of Mr. Meade? This 
was contended, but upon what foundation? The 
claims of Mr. Meade either were, or were not, em- 
braced within the provisions of the treaty, and pro- 
vided for by them. If they were embraced and 
provided for, they were placed upon a precise equal- 
ity with the claims of all other citizens, of whatever 
‘character their claims might be; and surely, ‘as his 
claims were not such as entitled-him to the protec- 
tion of the Government, and that protection, if ex- 
tended to him at all, must be so extended as a mat- 
ter of favor exclusively, and upon his direct appli- 
cation, he could not.expect that a preference would 
be given to him over those claimants whose claims 
gave them the right to call upon their Government 
for protection-and indemnity. Did he expect, or 
even ask, sucha preference? No. In his first ap- 
peal to the Secretary of State for the protection of 
his country, made on the 6th of June, 1818, he con- 
cludes in these words: “being confident that, when- 
ever stich an event (the conclusion of a treaty) does 
take place, provision will be made,” for what? 


For.his whole-debi? No, but ‘for the claims of our | 


citizens,’ What was the language of his second 


the protection of his-Government in reference to || 


` made’ to the Senate, through the President, and. 
what might be: its influencé upon the. claims of ||. 


the public interests.of the whole nation? It might, . ' t 
» mitted to the Secretary 
: would serve as a- guide 
and destroyed the treaty`itself. - The ratification of. y / 
tar | himself-then his. claims are:cl: 
part of Spain. It was not made at all within the. 
time stipulated in the: treaty, and not till many | 


any ‘chatige of the instrament from its original. 


rule, and to the same extent, With the claims of the | 


yr that protect phieh hi. 
-Government may think. proper to grant him.” -BY 
: th “the claims 
of our citizens”? generally, di preference is ask- 
ed or expected, and thé protection he: demands; or 
asks, is “that protection which his Government may. 
think proper to grant him... If, then, his claims be 
included: in, and provided for, by the treaty,. they 
are placed exactly upon ihe same footing. with the 
claims of all other citizens, and that was the protec- 
tion which he asked, and which his Government 
thought. proper to. grant him. Every thing was 
therefore, done in conformity. with his personal ap- 
peals and requests, and neither preference, nor pre- 
judice, as to` him, was. expected on-his*part,.or in~ 
tended on the part of his Government... Up to. this 


‘period, then, there is no pretence for‘a‘claim on-the - 


part of Mr: Meade. against the United States, even 
upon..the assumption that his demands upon Spain 
were embraced by the.treaty, and Spain thùs dis~ 
charged: from. them; and, if they, were not so em- 
braced, most certainly there is no ground of claim, 
as it had been seen, and was admitted on all hands, 
that the character of the claims were such as to give 
him no right to protection, and to make that. pro- 
tection, if extended at all, a mere favor. . The with- 
holding it, therefore, could not create a liability, or 
lay the foundation for a claim, against eur Govern 
ment, ve 

If, then, no liability, or foundation, fora claim 
existed, up to the time that the treaty was ratified 
by the Senate, can either be derived from: that act? 
The treaty was, among other things, one of indem- 
nity to our citizens who had claims upon Spain. 
Among the. most material of its provisions were 
those securing this personal and individual indem- 
nity to our suffering countrymen. If Mr. Meade 
was one of the citizens thus protected, it had been 
already seen that he was so by his own request, ag 
a matter of mere favor, and upon the same footing, 
with those claimants, who had a right ‘to. appeal to 
their Government for: protection. Thus all were 
placed by the treaty in February, 1819; and with 
that condition, neither Mr.. Meade, nor.any other 
claimant, then expressed discontent. No act of 
our Government, from that time until February, 
1821, changed at all the relations of any of the 
parties. Not so, however, with Mr. Meade. His 
acts, and. those of the Spanish Government, had 
changed his claims, so far as those two parties 
were concerned, from a disputed and unliquidated 
balance to a defined and. specified amount. This 
change, however, had. taken place months before 
the ratification. of the treaty by Spain, and yet that 
ralification -was not made to conform itself to any 
changed state of any of the relations, public or 
private, affected by the treaty. Still, when. that 
ratification comes up for action by our authorities, 
Mr. Meade presents himself, and, upon. the ground 
of the change which had been produced, as to his 
claims, by the co-action of himself and the autho- 
rities of Spain, claims that the Senate should re- 
fuse to ratify the treaty, without special provisions 
for his benefit. Upon what ground of right could 
this claim upon the action of the Senate rest? 

That the treaty, so far as Mr. .Meade.and his 
claims were concerned, was right. in itself, and 
strictly conformable to his own: requests, at the 
time it was signed, has been seen.: That our Go- 
vernment had made itself a -party to-no change of 
circumstances, either affecting. his claim, or any 
other interest under the. treaty,-after its execution 
by the negotiators, and before its ratification by the 
Senate has also been seen...-If, then, the. ‘treaty 
had been ratified. by the two. Governments, imme- 
diately after its conclusion; no. pretence’ of claim 
could have arisen on the part of Mr. Meade. The 
provision for him would have been the'same as.for 
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protection he asked or claimed. The. delay in the 
ratification of the treaty was not that of our Go- 
vernment but of Spain; and it only remains to de- 


cide whether the acts of the Spanish Government | 


and Mr. Meade, in reference to his claims, per- 


formed during that delay, could change the duties , 


or liabilities of the United States, without their con- 
sent. That he considered a proposition too plain 
for argument, and he would not attempt to spend 
the time of the Senate upon it. The United States 
was a party to the treaty. As such the negotiator 
on its part signed it, in conjunction with the nego- 
tiator on the part of Spain. As such, it consented 
to the transmission of the treaty to Spain for rati- 
fication. As such it was received back by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, with the ratification of 
Spain, and sent to the Senate, for its advice and 
consent to its ratification on our part; but to any 
intermediate transactions between Mr. Meade and 
Spain our Government was not a party, and could 
not be bound. te 

There was still another view of this matter, 
however, which had been presented and urged, and 
which required a moment’s notice. It had been 
said that Mr. Meade’s request to our Government 
to protect him by the treaty was subject to revoca- 
tion by him, at his pleasure, at any time before the 
treaty should be fully ratified; and that his memo- 
rial, before alluded to, transmitted to the Senate 
with the treaty, contained that revocation; and the 
inference was thence drawn, that the ratification of 
the treaty, without an express exemption of his 
claims afier this act on his part, had made the 
United States liable to pay his full demands against 
Spain. This was an argument proceeding upon 
the assumption that the treaty did provide for 
the claims of Mr. Meade, and did, therefore, dis- 
charge Spain from them; and, without admitting 
the assumption, it would be answered in that 
aspect. " : 

What, then, was the foundation of the argu- 
ment? Here was an individual who had left bis 
own country, and domiciliated himself abroad; had 
entered into’ extensive contracts with a foreign 
power, from which claims had arisen, or were as- 
serted, in his favor. The foreign Government did 
not settle, or pay; and the individual appeals to his 
own Government for protection. The case is one 
in which, without his appeal, his Government has 
no right to interfere, and, even under his appeal, 
is not bound to notice. His Government, howe- 
ver, is negotiating a treaty with the power in ques- 
tion, embracing, among other things, indemnity to 
its citizens for wrongs sustained from that foreign 
power, and, as an act of favor to the complaining 
citizen, consents to cover his righis by the same 


provisions of a treaty which protects those rights of | 


its other citizens, which it is bound to protect. The 
treaty is signed, and the faith of the Government so 
far pledged to its fulfilment, when the single citi- 
zen, whose interests have been cared for at his own 
solicitation, as a mere matter of favor, not as a 
duty, comes forward and dissents to the ratification 
of the treaty, and the redemption of the faith of the 
nation in this respect, unless he can be preferred to 
the citizens whose claims the Government was 


bound to protect, and his whole claims, principal | 


and interest, can be paid in instant cash as a part 
of the means to carry the treaty into effect. The 
claim of the citizen so ungracious is disregarded, 
the treaty is ratified, he being left to avail himself 
of the indemnity provided tor others, and this is 
made the ground of a liability against his own Go- 
yerninent to pay his whole claim. The statement 
of the argument was the strongest refutation he 
conld give it. 

Was this right of revocation peculiar to that class 
of claimants whose rights the Government *was 
not bound to protect; and did they, in case their 
Government should consent to favor them with its 
protection, possess such an advantage over those 
who could claim, as a matter of right, what the 
others must solicit as a mere favor? Would it be 
contended that the citizen thus favored had placed 
in his hands, and under his control, the fate of the 
treaty to be made, or that his Government must, as 
the penalty of ratifying a treaty against his consent, 
pay whatever demands he might choose to prefer, 
as claims he intended the treaty should secure to him? 
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If this ground should not be assumed, and this pre- 
ference given to such as asked the protection of 
their Government as a favor, over those who rested 
upon it as a right, then would it be contended that 
all claimants under our numerous treaties for in- 
demnities could, by coming forward at ihe moment 
when a treaty for their protection was about to be 
ratified, and protesting against its ratification, with- 
out full and instant provision for the payment of 
their demands, either arrest the treaty, whatever 
national rights might be involved in it, or charge 
upon the Treasury of the nation their whole claims? 
What Government could submit its foreign rela- 
tions to such caprice, or could encounter such 
responsibilities? Would not the practical effect of 
such a rule be to put an end altogether to the at- 
tempts of Governments to protect their citizens 


against the aggressions or injustice of foreign pow- | 


ers? Such must be the effect; and the establish- 
ment of such a principle would be as hostile to the 
interests of the citizen as it would to sound public 
policy. 

He would now proceed to examine the course 


pursued by Mr. Meade under the treaty, and the | 


reasons why he failed to receive the indemnity 
which that secured to him. 

The claims to be paid under the treaty were, by 
its terms, to be adjudicated and settled by three 
commissioners, who were to be citizens of the 
United States, to be appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
were to hold their sittings in this city, and were to 
complete their adjudications, upon all the claims, 
within the period of three years from the time of 
their first meeting. The commissioners were duly 
appointed, held their first meeting, and organized 


themselves as a board to hear and determine upon | 


the claims, early in June, 1821. Mr. Meade pre- 
sented himself before the board of commissioners, 
and assumed and contended thathe was a claimant 
under the treaty. To show his diligence in prose- 
culing his claims before this tribunal, it is neces- 
sary to remark, that the date of his first memorial 
to the commissioners was 6th January, 1822, abont 
seven months after the first meeting of the board. 


. The evidence then presented of his claims was 


simply the award of the Spanish commission, per- 
fected, as has been before seen, on the 9th May, 
1820, nearly fifteen months after the treaty was 
signed by the negotiators. of the respective Go- 
vernments. 

Two questions were immediately raised before 
the commissioners as to these claims: 


First. Did the treaty embraceclaims arising upon | 


contract between the claimant and the Spanish Go- 
vernment, and thus not, in their nature or charac- 
ter, calling upon our Government to protect the 
interests of the individual? 

Second, Was the proof of the recognition of the 
claim, given by the Spanish authorities more than 
a year after the conclusion of the treaiy, and after 
all interest on the part of that Government in the 
amount, or character, of the claim had ceased, in 
case it was embraced by the treaty, evidence, such 
as the commissioners ought fo receive, to prove its 
authenticity ? 


Upon the first point, Mr. Meade produced vo- | 
luminous proofs, and finally satisfied the commis- | 
sioners that his claims were embraced by the terms | 
of the treaty, and obtained their decision to that | 


effect. 

‘Then arose his duty to prove the claims. 
he did not then, nor did he ever do. He persisted 
in relying upon the award of the Spanish commis- 
sion as sufficient proof, though Mr. W. said, he 
was authorized to say, by a member of the Senate, 
who was one of the commissioners under the treaty, 
that, at the first presentation of the claim before the 
board of commissioners, it was intimated distincdy 
to Mr. Meade, that the board considered it to be 
their duty to adjudicate the several claims, as they 
existed at the time of the signing of the treaty, and 
not as they might have been subsequently made, 
by the assent of the Spanish authorities, by any 


‘mode or form of settlement between that Govern- 


ment and any of the claimants, ; 
The final decision of the board of commissioners 

was in conformity to this intimation, and conse- 

quently the award of the Spanish commission, made 


This | 
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Senate. 
more than fourteen months after the conclusion of 
the treaty, was rejected as sufficient evidence of the 
claims of Mr. Meade under the treaty. => 

From this state of facts it will be seen that he 
was cautioned, at the very first presezitation of his 
claims, that other and further proof than tha pre- . 
sented by him might be required. The treaty 
showed him that all the proofs must be perfected, 
and the final awards of the commissioners made, 
within three years from the first meeting of the 
board; and if he wanted proofs from the Spanish 
archives, the treaty pointed out the manner in 
which those proofs were to be obtained. 

Still no effort was made by Mr. Meade to. avail 
himself of these provisions of the treaty,-and to 
obtain these proofs from Spain, until the 18th day 
of April, 1823, more than twenty-two months after 
the board of commissioners under the treaty was’. 
organized, and less than fourteen months’ before’ 
their final awards must be made, and their powers. 
cease, by the express terms of that instrument. 

The board instantly communicated to the Secre- 
tary of State Mr. Meade’s requisition for testi- 
mony, and the Secretary forthwith gave the neces- 
sary directions in the matter to our minister, then 
just commissioned and abont to leave the country 
for the Spanish court. No complaint of delay or 
neglect on the part of any of the agents of this 
Government, in obtaining the proofs he sought, 
has been made by Mr. Meade, or on his behalf. 
Still the proofs were not obtained; and onthe 7th 
of June, 1824, and, as is believed, on the very last 
day of the life of the commission, a decision was 
made against his claims, upon the ground that they 
were not sustained by the requisite evidence. 


A circumstance related to him by the commis- 
sioner under the treaty before alluded to, and at 
present a member of the Senate, he considered too 
material to omit in this connection. It was this: 
‘When Mr. Meade first presented his claims, they 
embraced not only what he alleged to be due from 
Spain to himself, in his own right, but the demands 
of sundry other individuals whom he claimed to 
represent; all, however, covered by the award of 
the Spanish commission, upon which he relied as 
evidence for all the claims. As part of the amount, 
there was a demand due to a mercantile house in 
Richmond, Virginia, of about. $30,000. As soon 
as this house saw the posture in which Mr. Meade 
was placing their interests, they memorialized the 
board of commissioners, praying that they and 
their claim might be severed from the other de- 
mands represented by Mr. Meade, and be placed 
at their own disposal. . This request was granted, 
and the severance took place. The house obtained ` 
the necessary proofs within the time allowed by 
the treaty, substantiated their claim before the 
board, received its award therefor, and obtained 
their dividend under the treaty. This would seem 
to show, beyond the possibility of doubt, that, had 
Mr. Meade exercised the same vigilance, all the 
other proofs required by him might have been 
obtained in time for the action of the commission- 
ers upon them. . 

Mr. Meade, however, did not obtain his proofs; 
his claim was rejected by the board of commis- 
sioners under the treaty, for the want of them; by 
the terms of the treaty the decision of that board 
was final and conclusive; and now, as the last re- 
sort, he appeals to Congress for relief. 


Where is the claim to find a resting place here? 
Does it grow out of the efforts of our Government, 
and of our authorities at home and abroad, to ex- 
tricate him from prison, when his private difficul- 
ties abroadhad brought him into disfavor with the 
authorities of a foreign power? Most surely not. 
This is not pretended. Does it grow out of the 
efforts of our minister in Spain, and of our au- 
thorities at home, to persuade the Government of 
Spain to make a just and equitable settlement with 
him? No. This is not pretended. Does it grow 
out of the favor of our Government, in attempting 
to secure for him that indemnity by treaty which 
he repeatedly solicited, but which, from the nature 
of his claims, it could only grant as a favor? This 
is pretended, but he haddabored in vain, if he had pot 
shown that the pretension was wholly unsupported, 
even gyva the assumpiion that the claims were 
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merged, and Spain disċharged from them by the 
treaty. ‘ 


Is, then, the claim to be rested upon the fact that 


the commissioners under the treaty did’ not admit 

_ the award of the Spanish commission.in favor of 
Mr. Meade as competent: proof of his claims? 

. That could not be assumed by the friends of this 
bill, because it was conteded that the bill did not, 
in its original form, require the commissioners ap- 
pointed under it, to take that award as evidence of 
the claims, and because it had been amended, upon 
its passage, by the consent of its friends, with the 
avowed purpose of avoiding the possibility of such 
a construction. This was a sufficient answer to 
this ground of claim, though it had been well said, 
in a report, a most pongent report, against the 
claim, drawn by a member of the Senate, when it 
first made its appearance here, and who is now a 
member of the body, that the United States are not 
responsible for an erroneous decision of those 
commissioners, even if it were determined that the 
decision was erroneous, which does not seem to 
be contended. 

. This ground of claim being yielded, he would 
again ask, where is the claim to rest? If its friends 
were unwilling to place it upon any one of the 
grounds stated, and he believed they covered the 
whole case, would they attempt to sustain it upon 
all, without location? He thought not. He could 
not believe that such a defence of a bad claim 

_ Would be attempted. 

There was another position, however, which had 
been assumed by a committee of the other branch 
of Congress, and which was independent of all the 
points hehad made. It was that, by the treaty, 
Spain was bound to furnish the proofs, so far as 
they were in its power, to sustain the claims under 
it, when those proofs should be demanded in the 
form and manner prescribed; that this demand, in 
the case of Mr. Meade, was made, but the proofs 
were not furnished; that, hence, has arisen a liabi- 

-lity against Spain, which can only be enforced by 
our Government; and that, therefore, we should 
pay to our citizens their claims, and look to Spain 
for our indemnity. He referred to the first report 
upon this claim, made to the House of Represen- 
tatives by the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
that body. 

Without canvassing the reasoning of that report, 
he would simply remark, that he had examined the 
correspondence of our minister in Spain, at the 
time, to determine how far the conclusion was sup- 
ported by the important fact upon which it rested, 
the neglect of the Spanish Government to furnish 
the proofs; and most unfortunately for this ground 
of claim, it turned out, from the declarations of 
our own minister, made to our own Government, 
that the Spanish authorities, from the moment the 
proofs were demanded, used all diligence, and 
manifested every disposition, to comply with the 
demands, but that, from the unsettled state of that 
country, the consequent confused and dispersed 
State of the public archives, and the late day at 
which the demand was made, it was impossible to 
furnish them within the time fimited in the treaty. 
Here, then, would seem to be an end of all pre- 
tence of claim against Spain upon this ground. 

He would spend a moment in examining the 
extent of the bill, as he viewed it, and would close 
his remarks, already too much protracted. He 
was aware that it purported merely to provide for 
the claim of Mr. Meade, but was that its just and 
fair limit? What said the committee of the House 
of Representatives, which reported the first bill in 
favor of this claim, and to whose report he had 
just referred for another purpose? He would read 
from the report itself: 

“asitis known to the committee that there are several other 
claimants in the same situation as the petitioner, they present 
a bill embracing all cases of a similar kind. ‘They deem it, 
however, proper to state to the House that, as the five million 
fund, provided by the treaty, has been distributed among the 
Cluimants, whose claims were allowed by the Commissioners, 
the amount now proposed to be paid will be in addition to that 
sun. 

Here is theimportantfact. All the money which 
our Government was to pay under the treaty has 
been paid, and distributed among those who proved 
their claims before the commission, and in con- 
formity with the treaty, and still there are “several 


piher claimants in the same situation as this peti- 
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tioner,” men who did net prove their claims, and, 
therefore, did not share in the distribiition of the 
“five million fand.” .. How many of those claim- 


ants are there, and what is the amount of their ` 


claims? He knew of but one mode of answering 
this inquiry. He found, from an examination of 
the papers, that something more than forty millions 


of dollars of claims were presented to the Commis- . 


sioners; that but about five and a half millions of 
this whole amount were proved; and that, therefore, 
a balance- of about thirty-five millions remained to 


be proved, in case the ‘subject was again opened, ` 


and a new opportunity given to substantiate these 
claims. i i 

This consideration it was which had indaced him 
to take this labor in opposition to the bill. The 
claim of the petitioner was, in itself, large, varying 
but a little from half a million; but when even that 
amount was compared with the importance of the 
bill as a precedent for all these other claims, this 
individual case sunk to a trifle. 

He knew he should be told that the bill merely 
proposed to institute a commission to examine the 
claim of Mr. Meade, and did not assume to decide 
that it had merit; but gentlemen would remember 
that it appropriated the money from the Treasury 
of the people to pay the claim, in case the commis- 
sioners named should decide in its favor. He knew 
and esteemed the men named as commissioners. 
There were not three other individuals within his 
knowledge he would sooner select for any trast; 
and had the proposition been merely to refer the 
matter to them to report the facts and their opi- 
nions to Congress, his voice would not have been 
heard against the bill; but when it was proposed to 
delegate to any three men legislative power to he 
extent to which he thought the example of this bill 
might go, he must scrutinise closely the merits of 
the claims, and oppose so dangerous a delegation of 
power. 

If it should be sought to distinguish this particu- 
lar claim, in this mode of treatment, he must then 
go a step farther, and ask what it was, as disclosed 
by the papers? Mr. Meade had stated that the 
amount embraced in the award of the Spanish 
commission, as due to himself, was something more 
than $373,000. 
This was a question most natural to ask, bat which 
it was in his power very imperfectly to answer, 
He had waded through the papers with an earnest 
desire to determine this point; but he could find but 
two items of this large claim any Where specified, 
The first was, the sum of $75,000 for his two 
years’ imprisonment, at the suit of McDermot; and 
how was it that an imprisonment, at the suit of a 
private individual, for a private claim, and upon 
process issued by a judicial tribunal of the country 
within which the cause of litigation arose, and within 
which it was confined, was made a national matter? 
If the imprisonment was wrongful, an action for 
false imprisonment might have been sustained 
against the plaintiff in the private action, but not 
against the Spanish Government, which was not a 
party to the suit. If the courts of Spain made an 
erroneous decision, who ever heard that the Go- 
vernment was responsible in damages for the con- 
sequences? He could not, however, omit here to 
remark, that $75,000 for two years’ imprisonment 
in a civil suit, where the prison was only locked at 
night, and that for a few months, was rather ample 
damages for the personal injury, upon whomsoever 
the duress might have been exercised, and whoever 
might be responsible for the damages occasioned. 

Here, then, rested so rauch of this claim, and 
what were the other items? Me had found one 
other, specified in the statement of the claims, 
prepared by Mr. Meade himself, and transmitted 
by him to his wife, to be laid before the Secretary 
of State of the United States, in immediate con- 
templation of the treaty. That item was $100,000, 


as his damages upon a bill of $300,000, drawn in | 


his favor by the Government of Spain, to be paid 
none of the Spanish West India Islands. He 
does not state that the bill was refused and pro- 
tested, but that it was not paid in specie as he ex- 
pected; that $50,000 of the amount only was paid 
at all, and that the payment, to that amount, was 
made in the article of tobacco. He says he sent a 
vessel to the island for the purpose of receiving the 
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For what was this due to him? | 


‘were intended to load his vessel... : 


avails of the-draft, and -that the disappointment 
to him, from not receivisg its full payment, was 
more than $100,000; although: the whole ‘draft 
was $300,000 only, and of that sum he did receive 
$50,000 in the products which, itis to-be presumed, 


Beyond these two . items, his examinations. did 
not enable him. to auswer what: were: the claims. 
He would not-pretend. that he had read all the pa- 
pers in relation to. the subject, but his own: action 
must be governed by the views he had thus formed, 
until other facts, and other views, should change 
the strong impressions thus created, ee 
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SPEECH OF MR. NILES, 
Or CONNECTICUT, — 

In Senate, February 13, 1838—-Upon the bill to “im- 
pose additional duties, as depositaries, upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint Receivers General 
of public.money, and to regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement, of the public 
moneys of the United States.” 

Mr. NILES arose, and addressed the Senate as 
follows: ` 

Mr. Presiognt: Being. entitled to the floor, and 
presuming that no. other Senator is prepared tò 
occupy it to-day, I will commence my remarks, 
although considerably indisposed, and preceed as 
long as my strength will admit. The. subject 
brought under consideration by the bill and amend- 
ment, is not only one of deep in‘erest to the whole 
country, but of a very comprchensive nature; so 
that to discuss at length its several branches, would 
greatly exceed any reasonable limits that can 
belong to a speech. I shall, therefore, confine my 
observations principally to such parts of the gene- 
ral subject as seem to have received least attention 
from others, and shall endeavor not to occupy an 
unreasonable portion of the time of the Senate; yet, 
considering the comprehensiveness of the subjects 
drawn into the debate, and the time occupied by 
others, I am admonished to be cautious in giving 
any assurance of brevity, for fear | may be found 
in the predicament of a certain lawyer, who was 

in the habit of malting long speeches, and, on a 

certain occasion, was requested’ by. the court: to 

condense his remarks.. “He replied that he:would 
be as short as a subject so redundant in, abuse 
would admit of, and then commenced his argument 
by saying that “before the foundation of the world 
there was a chaos,” and proceeded to trace events 
down to his case. I will at least promise not to 
wander beyond chaos; but, as our currency is in 
somewhat of a chaotic state, I may have to go 
near “where the coast of darkness. lies bordering 
on light.” 

Sir, I regard this bill as a financial measure, and 

a financial measure only, although it may have 

some incidental hearing on the currency and mone- 

tary interests of the country; much less, however, I 

believe, than is expected by its friends or feared by 

its opponents. Iam aware, however, that there is 

a deep interest felt in it by the country, from its sup- 

posed bearing on the banking institutions and com- 

mercial interests, and am also sensible that efforts are 
being made to use it for getting up another panic ; to 
which purpose, I fear, we must attribute the deter- 
mination of some of the banks to delay the resump- 
tion of specie payments. Tam sensible that there 
is a settled and violent hostility to this measure on 
the part of a portion of our citizens. How exten- 
sive that portion may be, I have no. means of 
forming an opinion. Ï shall not go into'an.exami- 
nation of the elections which have occurred during 
the close of the last year, as some gentlemen have 
done. I will only: say that, from the time at which 
those elections took place, there is-no one of them, 
except it be that in the State of New York, that 
could have been influenced by this question; and of 
that I have no wish to speak, lest I should be 
deemed to poach upon the manor of the honorable 

Senator from New York, (Mr. Tattmapar.)- I 

will only say that.gentlemen of that State, equally 

well informed, differ. very much as to the cause of 
the result of that-election, and that there is no suh» 
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ject about which men are more lable to fail into 
error, that in assigning causes for real or apparent 
changes in public opinion. Most of us are very 
liable to be biased in’ our judgments by our own 
opinions and feelings on pending questions. 

A petition and remonstrance against the adop- 


tion of this measure, has just been introduced by - 


the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. WERSTER,) 
signed, as is said, by about five hundred of the 
citizens of the town in which I reside. ` I have not 
examined it, and of course know not who they are, 
but presume they are intelligent and. respectable 
citizens, comprising, probably, many of the mer- 
chants and business men of the city. This ques- 
tion, it is Well known, is connected with the politics 
of the day, and. the signers of this petition, I pre- 
sume, are all of one political party. They have 
their peculiar opinions on the subjects of banking 
and currency, biased, I believe, in some degree, by 
political considerations, and in part by their parti- 
cular pursuits. A large portion of the merchants 
in all our cities have their peculiar notions in rela- 
ion to monetary affairs, which, in my opinion, are 
not only erroneous, but altogether adverse to their 
own permanent interests. ‘They are entitled’ to 
their own sentiments, and I will respect them so far 
as they appear to have any just foundation in 
plinciple, or to be induced by a regard to the 
general interests of the country, and not by their 
own peculiar interests, or those of a comparatively 
small class, 

There is, Į am well aware, a very violent oppo- 
sition to this measure on the part of certain classes: 
those connected with or largely interested in the 
banks, and merchants in our cities, who expect to 
be benefited by the use of the public revenues; and 
others, who may have a strong, yet certainly an 
erroneous, opinion that the measure might, in some 
way, diminish the capacity of the banks for afford 
ing them accommodations. Still, however, we 
are to Jook mainly for the opposition to this mea- 
sure toa different source. It comes from a political 
party, or rather from that coalition of the concen- 
trated moneyed power of the country with a great 
political party, which commenced in 1832 and was 
consummated in 1834. This union was more to 
be dreaded than that of the purse and the sword, as 
it united and brought into action, for a common 
object, two of the strongest passions known to the 
human heart—the love of money and the love of power. 
Since that period the country has had no repose. 
Its currency, bad enough before, has since been 
subjected to the most sudden and violent alternations 
of redundancy and scarcity, occasioned by the irre- 
gular action of the banks, led im every instance 
by the late Bank of the United States. Commer- 
cial and other business has been subjected to the 
same fluctuations, and employments that were 
once regarded as regular and stable have become 
little better than speculative gambling transactions. 
The public mind has been almost continually 
agitated and alarmed by a succession of panics, 
brought on by withholding from the trading portion 
of the community their accustomed accommoda- 
tions at banks; and in some instances, in our com- 
mercial towns, has approached to a state bordering 
on frenzy. ‘This blending of private interests with 
ihe politics of the day, has imparted to party spirit 
a tinge of bitterness and malignity wholly unexam-~ 
pled since the last war. The grasping, monopo- 
lizing spirit of trade, drawn in and united with the 
aspirations of political power, have shaken the 
very foundation of our social fabric. Broken mer- 
chants and broken-down politicians, exasperated 
by their misfortunes, occasioned, as some honestly 
pelicve, and others affect to believe, by the mea- 
sures of the Government, (which, in truth, had no 
more infiuence upon them than the measures of the 
British Government,) have had the audacity to 
threaten the country with civil commotions, to 
openly avow a determination to resist the laws, and 
coolly to talk of shedding the blood of their fellow- 

ens. f 
The great fountain from whence these bitter wa- 
ters have flowed, which have swept over our coun- 
try, spreading dismay-and desolation far and wide, 
‘ig the principal moneyed corporation, which con- 
centrates, and in some measure, directs the whole 
moneyed power of this country, and no smallshare 
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of that of Europe. ‘With a capital of nearly forty 
millions, reinforced by twenty-s¥& millions of the 
dead notes of the late Bank of the United ‘States, 
and credit at home and abroad almost unlimited, 
its power is nearly: irresistible. It is now using 
this power to prevent the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks, with the double object of pro- 
longing the panic and public distress, and more 
successfully -prosecuting its commercial specula- 
tions. The people are insultingly told that the day 
of reasoning has gone past, and that it is only from 
` their “sufferings” that it is expected to obtain their 


consent to the restoration of the late National 


Bank, or the establishment of another similar in- 
stitution. ~ 

Sir, how long is this state of things to continue? 
How long are these waters of bitterness to owfl 
from this exhaustlessfountein? From whence are 
we to look for deliverance and repose to our agi- 
tated country from the harassments and panics of 
this concentrated moneyed power, which, impelled 
by the interest of selfishness and ambition, and free 
from all responsibility, is a greater scourge to the 
country than an invading army? How long can 
the frde spirit of our people hold out? It is doubt- 
less expected that it will finally yield; and that the 
moneyed power will triumph over both the people 
and the Government. It may be so; but when that 
evil day comes, ifcome it must, our boasted liber- 
ties will be but a name. In this, asgin every othet 
great crisis, I look with confidence to that vast mal- 
titude of honest and incorruptible hearts, the pro- 

_ ducing and laboring class. I invoke their aid al 
the present crisis; it is a resource which at the dark- 
est period in our history has never yet failed, when 
the country needed its aid, and I trust it will not 
now, 

I have alluded to the sources of the violent oppo- 
sition to the measure before Congress and the coun- 
try. These sources are the banks and other spe- 
cial interests, united with a powerful political par- 
ty. Of the extent of this opposition, 1 will mot pre- 
tend to determine, nor can any one decide that 
question; and whether the hostility to the measure 


will increase or diminish, time only can solve. I 


have confidence to believe that the country will 
sustain this measure; but if it shall prove other- 
wise; ifa majority of the people shall be found 
against it, I shall readily acquiesce in their decision. 
But as long as no such decision has been made, I 
feel it my duty to act on the question according to 
my own convictions of its merits; and regarding it, 
as I do, as a measure in an eminent degree calcu- 
lated to promote both the interests of the Govern- 
ment and the people, I shall give it my hearty sup- 
ort. : 
p But the Senator from Massachusetts has inform- 
ed us that this question has occasioned a revol; the 
laboring men, he says, have taken it in hand. I 
know not to what particular facts the Senator al- 
luded; but as he made no application of the re- 
mark, it may be reasonable to suppose that he re- 
ferred toa handbill purporting to have been drawn 
up and signed by twenty-two laboring men in 
Nashua, New Hampshire. These laboring men 
profess to be deeply versed in the subject of the 
currency of the country; they probably obtained 
their notions about currency from the honorable 
Senator, as they discovered that the failure of the 
banks, and the derangement of the currency, have 
been occasioned by the “tampering”? measures of 
the Administration, and that the same cause has 
stopped the factories and thrown all the laboring 
men out of employment.’ This profound investiga- 
tion, of the laboring men of Nashua, was printed 
and circulated all over the State of New Hamp- 
shire, to enlighten the people on the subject of the 
currency. It was, however, deemed advisable to 
investigate the matter, and ascertain how it was 
that these twenty-two laboring men had obtained 
such deep insight into the abstruse and mystified 
subject of currency. The matter was inquired into, 
and the result was, that. the handbiil had been 
drawn up by a Whig lawyer, and that the laboring 
men whose names were attached to it, and who 
were represented to be friends of the Administra- 
tion, were, with three exceptions, decided Opposi- 
tion men; and the three declared that they signed 
this currency circular in consequence of threats, 
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that if they refused they would be immediately 
turned out of employment, and. their families ex- 
posed to starvation. Such is the only case of which 
I have heard, of a revolt among the laboring men 
on account of the currency. But this is not all. 
After these facts were made public; and this:small, 
but base, atlempt at imposition, exposed: in New 
Hampshire, this same handbill has been extensive- 
ly circulated in my own State, and particularly in 
manufacturing towns. Such are some of the honest 
efforts to enlighten the people on the subject of the 
currency. : ea 

Mr, President, whatever may have been the 
conduct of the opponents of this measure else- 
where, it must be admitted that the Senators op- 
posed to it have exhibited great candor, impartiali- 
ty, and fairness. The Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. CLAY) seemed so desirous to signalize his 
zeal for the measure, that he volunteered to stand 
godfather to the child, and christened it before it 
was burn. He called it the “execrable bill.’ The 
Senator from Massachusetts declared the measure 
to be a new thing under the sun; a new “‘experi- 
menl”? on the currency; he also considered it as in- 
volving a total abandonment of the power and duty 
of this Government over the currency; it was aban- 
doning our duty, and hiding ourselves in caverns 
and holes, with the bats and owls: He.also regard- 
ed itas providing for ahard money currency. The 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) discovered in 
this bill almost every thing except what it actu- 
ally does contain. With his keen penetration he 
discovered a hard money eurrency in it, anda pa- 
per money currency; that instead of its being a 
new experiment it was taking us back to the dark 
ages, when kings had their strong box; but his most 
remarkable discovery was, the germ of a bank, 
concealed in the bill, which would soon be deve- 
loped, with all its frightful proportions. I really 
wish the Senator had been a little more successful 
in proving that this bill contained the elements of 
a bank; for, in that case, he would have secured 
for it many friends among those most opposed to it, 

Having, sir, disposed of these preliminary mat- 
ters, I will proceed the consideration of the bill, and 
the substitute offered by the Senator from Virginia. 
I will begin with the substitute, which is the ex- 
ploded deposite bank system, enlarged and ex- 
tended, and embracing new and alarming princi- 
ples. What are the objects of thisscheme, and what 
are the means by which they are to be accom- 
plished? There are three objects: first, to manage 
the finances of the United States; secondly, to form 
a National Bank currency; and thirdly, to regulate 
the issues of the State banks generally. How are 
these objects to be effected? Why, by taking into 
the service of the United States, and rechartering, 
twenty-five of the most ‘ respectable” of the State 
banks. Ido not understand the meaning of the 
word “respectable,” as applied to banks. I had 
supposed all banks were respectable; but this scheme 
is to make a distinction, and create an aristocracy, 
among the banks; and as all banks are not only re- 
spectable, but honorable, it would seem that the 
wenty-five must be right honorable banks. 

This league of respectable banks is to be under 
the supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
they are to make returns to him, and he may exa 
mine into their affairs generally, as well as with the 
United States. They are to perform for the Trea- 
sury all the services performed by the late Bank of 
the United States, for which they are to be entitled 
to the use of all the public revenues, without any 
compensation, although the deposite act of 1836 
allows two percent. where the sum exceeds a cer- 
tain amount. The revenues in the Treasury will 
average five or six millions, and at times will be 
vastly more; the use of which will be worth half a 
million a year; but these banks will have the mo- 
nopoly of supplying nearly the entire currency 
received and paid out by the Government, which will 
be worth half a million more. It is true, the bills 
of such ether banks as may decline to issue notes of 
a less denomination than ten dollars will be receiv~ 
able for public dues; but, with the exception of the 
league, few, ifany, other banks will conform to 
that condition, as it will not be for their interest to 
dott. The twenty-five Treasury banks, therefore, 
will have tug gatire monopoly of the public reve. 


nue, and the supplying the currency for. the Go-` 
vernment, which cannot be worth less than one 
million of dollars annually; and this enormous me- 
_nopoly would. become a vested right, and. forfeited 
only by a breach of their contract with the Govern- 
ment. ` : : 

This league of respectable banks is. required to 
establish a sort of national currency, ander the di- 
rection of the Secretary. of the Treasury. They are 

. to receive and pay out each other’s notes, and thus 
give ther a general circulation. That this might 
be done to some extent, is not denied; it is done now 
by acombination of banks. What is called the 
“Suffolk Alliance,” at Boston, accomplishes this 


object, and gives a general circulation, throughout - 


New England, to the notes of all the associated 
banks. But this is a dangerous power, and ex- 
posed to great abuse. : ` 

But the most extraordinary feature in this scheme 


is the novel aud dangerous principle, which stands 


out on the face of the amendment, that this league 
of banks, acting in co-operation with the Secretary 
of the Treasury, is. to “regulate” the entire bank- 
ing system of.the country. This is to be effected 
by frequent settlements with all banks dealing with 
them, or whose bills they receive, and by com- 
pelling thêm to pay balances in specie when it is 
found necessary to check their issues; and letting 
the balances remain, or adjusting them in some 
other way, when it is thought necessary to encou- 
rage them to increase their issues. All banks have, 
of course, the power to demand of each other specie 
for balances; and the only purpose of this provision 
in the amendment is to make it the duly of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to compel the Treasury 
banks to exercise this power, for the purpose of 
regulating the entire banking system of the country. 

These banks have also the power of determining 
what money shall be received for the public dues, 
for they are not obliged to’ take even the bills of 
such other. banks as may comply with the pre- 
scribed condition of issuing no notes of less deno- 
mination than ten dollars, and can refuse the bills 
of all banks but the Treasury league. Is this a safe 
power to entrust to few banks? Is it not a power 
which Congress ought itself to exercise? It is true, 
this power was entrusted to the late United States 
Bank; but it was abused, and ought never again to 
be confided to any bank or system of banks. Be- 
sides, it was not then considered, as it seems to be 
now, by many, and particularly by the author of 
this amendment, that the receivability of bank notes 
by the United States was an essential element of 
their credit. Itis urged as the principal objection 
to the bill reported by the committee, that the re- 
fusal to receive the paper of the local tanks is to 
discredit them; and yet it is proposed to confer on 
the twenty-five Treasury banks the power of dis- 
crediting any other bank, and all others, in the 
country, 

That this system of banks might conduct the 
financial affairs of the Government well enough, as 
Jongas the banks remain in a sound and healthy 
condition, may be admitted: This the late deposite 
banks did for more than two years, and until they 
became deranged. But the diffierlty is, that the 
connection of the Treasury with them, instead of 
tending to keep them in a sound state, and give 
steadiness and regularity to their action, will have 
a directly contrary influence, as experience has 
proved. The large amount of public moneys which 
are suddenly received and withdrawn give great 
irregularity to.the action of the banks connected 
with the Treasury. This was the case of the late 
United States Bank, and with the State deposite 
banks, in 1814, °15, and 16, and during the recent 
employment of them since 1834. 

The principle for regulating the currency of all 
the State banks, through the action of these depo- 
site banks, is the same as that of a National Bank.: 
T: confers on the Treasury banks a power which is 
nearly useless for good, but omnipotent for evil. 
The transactions between banks are entirely diffe- 
rent from those between them-and the public. In 
their dealings with the public, they make use of 
their own eredit;.and as credit costs nothing, and is 
unlimited, the banks could extend. their discounts 
without limit, (or until the public. began to doubt 
their solvency, which would bring their bills baci 


for redemption) were it not for their being received 
by other banks, who return them for payment in 
something else ‘than the credit of the bank issuing 
them. The dealings of the banks with each other 
require that. they pay their balances, if not in spe- 


. cie, at least in something ofsome value, and notin 


their own credit. : ; 

This is the only principle by which the banks 
can check and regulate each othey, and its action is 
reciprocal; the small banks check the large ones as 


much as the latter check them, according to the ex-” 


tent of their business. But-to give any salutary 
influence to this restraining and regulating princi- 
ple, whether in a National Bank or a league of 
Treasury banks, it is important that such banks 
pursue a steady course themselves, and avoid all 
sudden expansions or contractions of their issues. 
Hence all attempts to regulate the general bank 
currency of the country by the agency of a Na- 
tional Bank connected with the Treasury, or State 
deposite banks, have signally failed, because the 
action of all such banks is as irregular and Auc- 
tuating as that of other banks; and, indeed, 
more so, from the very fact of their connection with 
the Treasury. ‘This new scheme, therefore, for re- 
gulating the bank currency, would be -impractica- 
ble and inefficient for any good purpose; because 
these very regulating banks would themselves, like 
the late United States Bank, cause the very irregu- 
larities they are designed to prevent. It is the jn- 
Stinet of all banks to act solely with reference to 
their profits, and consequently to use their credit to 
their utmost extent. When these Treasury banks, 
or a National Bank, are increasing their discounts, 
and consequently their circulation, how can they 
check the like increase by other banks? By return- 
ing their bills, and demanding specie for balances? 
Certainly not; because the balances will be against 
them. _ The large amount of their own notes put 
in circulation fall into other banks, which gives 
balances against these regulating banks. This 
proposition is so clear, that it can need no proof; 
but if it did, the experience of the late Nationa! 
Bank would afford abundant testimony, 

When that institution commenced extending its 


discounts in November, 1830, and continued ex- 


panding until May, 1832, having enlarged: them 
nearly thirty millions of dollars, the State banks 
did the same, because the check of that bank upon 
them, and of the State banks on each other, was re- 
laxed; and when, in August, 1834, after the remo- 
val of the deposites from the United States Bank, it 
commenced a rapid curtailment, the State jnsti- 
tutions were compelled to do the same, in order to 
meet the balances which the United States Banke 
obtained against them; and when the Bank of the 
United States, in November, 1834, began to ex- 
pand, the State banks followed in the same course, 
and both went on expanding during the years 1835 
and 1836, which is the primary cause of all the 
disorders in the currency, and derangement of busi- 
ness, that have since ensued. The same state of 
things, although not to the same extent, existed in 
England. The Bank of England expanded during 
the two first quarters of 1836, and increased its 
issues nearly two millions sterling; and during the 
same period, the joint stock banks multiplied ra- 
pidly in number, and increased their issues three or 
four millions, which occasioned the over-trading in 
that country. 

Yet, with these indisputable facts before the 
world, it is contended that a national bank can 
“ regulate” the State banks; and it is now proposed 
to do the same through the agency of a league of 
Treasury banks. The scheme is impracticable. 
Instead of regulating the currency, these Treasury 
banks would only increase its natural tendencies to 
disorder, as was the case from 1814 to 1817, and 
since 1834 to the final catastrophe in May last. 
But, sir, if this part of the plan was practicable, 
ought it to be established? Would it be safe to con- 
fide to the Secretary of the Treasury a power so 
tremendous as that of regulating and controlling 
the whole currency of the country? of determining 
when money should be plenty, and when scarce? 
Is it possible to conceive of any power: more 
alarming, more corrupting, or more dangerous? 
Is it not evident, from this examination of this 
plan—is it indeed, apparent, -upon the very 
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face of it, that it- would-be a- national. bank con- 
nected- with. the Treasury? a national bank with- 
out a parent bank——the Secretary. of the Treasury 
being the head?. In point of fact, however, asthe 


. Pennsytvania Bank. of the United States must be 


one, that institution, from its vast capital andere- 
dit, so entirely.disproportioned to- any -other-bank, 
would becomé the head of the system, and control 
the whole machinery as completely and-absolutely 
as it did its own branches. * Fee oe 

Most of the , objections urged. against. the ‘dill 
providing for an Independent Treasury, apply 
with a hundred times moré. force to this. The 
influence which: it gives to the Executive, by 
uniting it withthe entire banking system of the 
country, is truly.alarming, and would hardly fail 
of gradually changing, and ultimately subverting, 
the whole system of the Governinent. It has 
been a standing objection to the bill of the com- 
mittee, that it establishes two currencies, one for 
the Government, and one for the people; but this 
scheme establishes three distinct currencies. First, 
the currency to be supplied by the Treasury banks, 
which is to form a national: paper’ currency, and 
have a general circulation; secondly, the currency 
receivable for the public dues, (other than that of 
the league of banks,) consisting of the notes of 
such banks as may restrict their issues to bills of a 
less denomination than ten dollars;. and thirdly, the 
notes of banks not receivable for public dues The 
Independent Treasury bill is said to provide two 
tables, one for the officers of the Government, 
and the other for the people. This provides three: 
one for the officers of the Government, and the 
oligarchy of banks; one, I suppose, for the tra- 
ding community, and the third for the laboring 
classes, to be supplied with the coarse and homely 
fare, consisting of the bills or rags of those banks 
which are diseredited by the Government, ‘but are 
supposed to be good enough for the “mouth of 
labor,” 

But, sir, there is one objection to this system, of 
great weight, in my judgment, which I cannot pass 
over unnoticed. It creates an improper, if. not un- 
constitutional, connection between the Federal Go- 
vernment and the institutions of the States; which, 
on the one hand, renders this Government depen- 
dent on State institutions, and on the other, with- 
draws those institutions from. their proper sphere 
of action, and, in some measure, converts them 
into Federal corporations Have we any. power 
to do this? And does it not blend and confound 
the powers’ of the Union and those of the Staies, 
so as to go far to obliterate those distinct marks of 
Separation, so essential in our system. This 
substitute for the bill changes and modifies the 
charters of the State banks, takes them into the 
service of the United States, and subjects them to 
its supervision and control. This, itis true, is to 
be done by contract, based on a law of Congress; 
but all charters are considered as contracts. It is 
to be done by the consent of the institutions; but 
these corporations are not independent sovereign- 
ties in law, if they are in fact; they are the creatures 
of the States, and subject to their will, and there is 
to be no consent of the States. If this Government 
can rightfully interfere with the banking institu- 
tons of the States, why can it not interfere with 
corporations for education or courts of justice? | 

l bave passed over one objection to this plan, 
which I intended to notice. These banks are to be 
nominated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
confirined by a joint resolution of Congress; and, 
when appointed, are to be discontinued by a joint 
resolution of Congress. This will expose Con- 
gress to that corrupt influence: which attends all 
legislation concerning banks. Suppose the Penn- 
sylvania Bank of the United States was appointed 
as one of these Treasury banks, and its conduct 
should be such, that it became necessary to. with- 
draw the deposites from it; would not the influence 
of that bank be brought to bear direcily on Con- 
gress? Of the nature and danger of that influence, - 
I need but refer to the circumstance that-a report 
of a committee of this body,.friendly to that bank, 
disclosed the startling fact. that more than, fifty 
members of Congress, while the bank was.sirug- 
gling for a recharter, had ‘been accommod4 
loans, amounting, in all, to the enormous. 


Feb, 1838. __ ae 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


Q5rH Conc.. 2p Sess, 


_ nearly half a million of dollars. I leave this topic, 
as it is not one I delight to dwell upon. j 
But it is claimed, that this deposite bank scheme 
received the sanction of the late Administration. 
This is a mistake: all that the late President elaim- 
ed or expected, was that the finances of the Go- 
vernment could be condueted without the agency 
of a National Bank; he believed they could be ma- 
naged by State banks, and they were so managed, 
and satisfactorily, for two years. After this con- 
nection was established, he did” attempt to make 
the Treasury auxiliary to the action of the Staies, 
in the suppression of bank notes of the lower de- 
nomination. 


In his Message in December, 1835, he-says: 
“The management of the revenue can be made auziiary to 


the reform which the Legislatures of the several States have . 


ulready commenced 1n regard to the suppression of small bills, 
and which has only. to be fortered by proper regulations on the 
part of Congress, to secure a pratical return, to the extent re- 
‘tuired for the security of the currency, to the constitutional 
medium.” 

In his Message in December, 1836, he says: 

“But although various dangers to our Republican iustitutions 
have been obviated by the failure of that bank, [the Bank of the 
United States,] to extort from the Government a renewal of 
its charter, it is obvious that little has been accom plished except 
a salutary changein public opinion, towards restoring to the 
country the sound currency provided for in the Constitution, 
In the acts of the several States, prohibiting the circulation of 
small notes, and the auxiliary enactments of Congress, at the 
last session, forbidding their reception or payment on public 
account, the true policy of the country has beee advanced, and 
a larger portion of precious metals infused into our circulating 
medium,” 


Hence it appears that President Jackson contem- 
plated nothing more than to use that influence aris- 
ing from the connection of the Treasury with the 
State banks, as merely “auxiliary” to that of the 
State Legislatures, for the suppression of small 
bills, and an increase of the metallic circulation. 
That he was mistaken in his expectations, the re- 
sult has shown; but he aimed at nothing farther, 
and never designed to control or regulate the State 
banks through the revenues of the Federal Govern- 
ment, which is the object of this substitute. Such 
a-principle has not the least countenance from any 
act or opinion of General Jackson. 

The honorable mover of this amendment says he 
goes for his country, and not for a party. -This is 
the measure of the country; the bill based on the 
principle of equal rights and common justice to all 
the people, is, I suppose, the measure of a party. 
if the twenty-five banks, and the private interests 
connected with them, constitute the country, then 
certainly the Senator is correct in saying that he 
goes for ihe country. 

Mr. President, before entering on the considera- 
tion of the bill, 1 will notice some observations of 
the honorable Senator from Virginia. He informs 
us that the restoration of the currency depends on 
the fiat of this Government. Was this the case in 
England, during the suspension of the bank for 
nearly twenty-five years?) Was it the case here in 

1816? It would be much more true to say that it 
depended on the fiat of the president of the United 
States Bank of Pennsylvania. Is it not apparent 
that that bank is now aimosi the sole obstacle to re- 
sumption? Ent how is the Government to resusci- 
tate the banks? .Is it by reinforcing them with 
funds? We have none, if it: would be proper to 
loan funds to the banks to help them to pay their 
debts. Are we to lend them cur credit? This we 
have already done, to the banks and the merchants, 
to theamount of tweive millions of dollars. 

But we are told that the banks depend on confi- 
dence. Does the Senator mean that this Govern- 
ment can create confidence in the banks? <A tory 
minister, during the suspension in England, at- 
tempted this; he procured the passage of a resolu- 
tion by Parliament, declaring that the notes of the 
Bank of England had been, and were, as sound a 
currency as the lawfal coin of the realm. ` But this 
“fat of confidence did not make the bank notes 
equal to.coin; for at that very moment they were 
depreciated more than ten per cent. But does the 
Senator mean that there has been a want of confi- 
dence in the banks on the part of the Government 
or the people, or both? Sir, it would be easy for 
me. to show that there has been too much conf- 
dence in the banks, both by the pecple and the 
Government. When the banks exploded last May, 
the people had in their vaults the snug little sum 
of more than thirty-one millions. Does this show 


` _terests of individuals or corporations. 
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the want of confidence? The people also have had 
so much confidence in them, as to enable them. to: 
extend their Joans to the amount of over five 
hundred millions of dollars, exceeding, by nearly 
one hundred millions, their capital and depos-tes 
united. This will appear from a statement I shall 
introduce in the course of my remarks. . Is it an 
evidence of a want of confidence that the public 
have received their bills at the rate of ten, twenty, 
and, in some instances, forty to one of specie in 
their vaults? Sir, is it not apparent that it is an ex- 
cess of confidence, both by the Government and the 
people, which has led to the explosion of the banks, 


and is it proposed to remedy an evil by the very . 


cause which has produced it? 

Eat if any act of the Government could inspire 
additional confidence in banks, without knowing 
that there was a solid foundaticn to support it, 
would it not be a fraud on the people? And if we 
are to have a paper currency, resting on no other 
fuundation than ‘‘ confidence,” truth and justice re- 
quire. that this should be made apparent on the face 
of the- bills; and allsuch notes should be drawn in 
the following terms: “On demand, this bank pro- 
mises to pay the bearer five dollars, in confidence.” 
If bank notes were thus drawn, there would be some 
more honesty, if ‘not more soundness, in our cur- 
rency than there is at present. The Commonwealth 
Bank, and others that have failed, can no doubt 
pay their notes in ‘‘confidence;” but the people 
have had enough of that sort of “ better currency,” 
and are beginning to be heartily sick of it. When 
we get to that state of refinement that people can 
live on confidence, it may then do very well for a 
currency. 

Mr. President: Ihave now disposed of the sub- 
stitnte, and will proceed to consider the bill—the 
abused bill, which honorable Senators have greeted 
with denunciations, and in which they have dis- 
covered every bad principle and every pernicious 
tendency; they can see no good in it, but almost 
every evil— 

“ All monstrous, all prodious things, 
Abominable, unutterable, and worse 


Than fables yet have feigned or fear conceived; 
Gorgons, hydras, and chimeras dire.” 


There seems to be but one more dangerous prin- 
ciple that can be discovered in it, and that is the 
pre-emption principle, which we may expect will 
be detected by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cray,) who professed to regard the 
occupation of the public lands as of the same cha- 
racter as plundering the public stores, or other pro- 
perty; and perhaps it may be contended, that the 
receivers general and depositaries may seize up- 
ou, and claim the public funds, by virtue of some 
pre-emption principle either now in the bill, or 
which may hereafter be incorporated into it. If 
this bill can be moulded into a bank, why not into 
a pre-emption act? 

It isnot my purpose, Mr. President, to go into 
a discussion either cf the general principles of this 
hill, or its details. Ils princip’es are net essen- 
tially changed from the act which passed the Se- 
nate al the called session, and which was then very 
elaborately and ably debated; and the present bill, 
has been explained in its details, and its principles 
illustrated and defended in a masterly manner, by 
the chairman of the committee, (Mr. WRIGET,) so 
that Ishall confine myself to some ‘general re- 
marks, and a brief notice of some of the objections 
which have been urged against it. 

What is the leading. principle of this measure 
and its object. The principle is, the right and the 
duty of the Government to take care of its own funds; 
and the object to scparate the public revenue and 
its management entirely from the business and in- 
7 This is one 
of these measures that, to_a man of plain common 
sense, nothing more would seem to be necessary, 
than to state the principle and the object, to secure 
his assent to the justice and propriety of the mea- 
sure. And how is the object to be accomplished, 
or what are the means to attain the end? They are 
simple, natural, and such, no doubt, as the framers 


-of the Constitution designed. They consist in esta- 


-blishing a Treasury in fact, (instead of a treasury 
in law, as has heretofore been the case,) with six 
branches, of which officers, either now existing, orto 
be appointed, are to take the charge. These officers 


are to be subjected to the “highest responsibilities; 
to be under oath; to give “bonds; to’be sibjected to 
the vigilance and examination ‘of othet officers cons 
nected with the same branch of thé publie servi 
Bat the bill introduces'a new ‘and most i 
principle, by making it a. erime to ‘use orembezzlée’ 
the public funds. This isa moral‘ptinciplé, which ~ 
will throw around the public treasure. thosé sacred . 
safeguards which pertain to reputation, character, 
and honor; and to the dread‘of disgraée’ andin- 
famy which attend crimes. -In this country, pub- 
lic officers in all high and responsible" trusts are, 
and I trust ever will continue to be, men of probity, 
character, and honor; men who have too much to 
lose by violating the laws, and ‘especially by a 
criminal offence, to be likely to yield to any temp- 
tation, however strong. All revenues accruing 
where the Treasury and branch ‘Treasurers ‘are 
located, are to be deposited in those establishments, 
which, being provided with vaults and safes, will 
have all the physical’ security that belongs to- 
banks; and the revenue accruing elsewhere, is to 
be paid over into these establishments, periodically, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, so that large amounts will not remain ‘in the 
hands of the other depositaries; and where this can- 
not conveniently be done, the depositaries may be 
ordered to make special deposites in banks. 

But next to the legal and moral responsibility of 
the persons. entrusted with the public’: moheys,’ 
in point of security is, the inviolability of the funds, 
by the inhibition against the use of them, andma- 
king it a conversion of them. ‘This principle dis- 
tinguishes this plan from those heretofore adopted, 
and alone affords the highest additional security. 
The right to use the public revenues has been the 
fruitful source of the losses and embarrassments 
which the Government has heretofore experienced. 

Next to the security of the public funds, is the” 
practicability of the plan. Can the finances be 
managed in this way? or is the agency of banks 
necessary? If this has ever been doubted, it -caa- 
not be now; the revenues were conducted essen- 
tially on the principles of this bill until 1816; and 
during eight months of the past year, have, been so 
conducted with all the embarrassments attending 
the universal derangement of the monetary ‘affairs < 
of the country. ` Yet this system is said to be new: 
and ‘an. untried “experiment.” During: thé’ ad~ 
ministration of the ‘Treasury “by Alexande - 
milton, and down to 1816, the course“pursued was 
similar to that now proposed, except that it had 
none of the securities and safeguards: provided ‘in 
the present plan. Deposites then made in banks 
by collectors and receivers of the revenue, were 
not placed to the credit of the Treasurer, but to 
that of the officer, who, of course, could control 
them. The collectors at New Haven, in my own 
State, conducted their official business on this prin- 
ciple until 1816, and in a single year received and 
paid over four hundred thousand dollars. In 180J, 
when there was a change in the office, the collector 
paid over to his successor sixty thousand dollars. 
Was not that officer a depositary, as much as the 
present collector would be, should ‘this bill become 
a law? The only difference is that the law at that 
period, was loose and defective, providing none of 
the safeguards which this bill contains.. ‘The col- 
lector’s bond was thea but five thousand dollars; 


~ and yet such large sums of money passed though 


his hands without any loss to the. Treasury. It 
had not then been discovered that public officers 
could not be trusted, and that the only security was 
in banks. Instead of this being a novel scheme, 
a new “experiment,” as is claimed, it is.a return to 
the original plan, springing directly out of the ` 
Constitution; with such improvements as inse and 
experience have suggested, to give more conipieté 
security to the public revenues. moa 

The finances of the post office, which amount to 
four millions annually, are conducted ‘on the prin- 
ciple of this bill; and twelve thousand’ postmasters 
are all, by the law, depositaries of the public moneys, 
which are drawn out to ‘pay the expenses of the 
transportation of the mail. 

Sir, to contend that the public finances cannot be 
managed without the ‘agency of banks is not to àf- 
tack this bill; it is to assail the Government itself, 


by “making it dependent on the machinery and ` 
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agency of banks, which is not provided for in the 
Constitution; it is to deprive the system` of. that 
function and power, without which it cannot go on. 

The principal arguments relied upon to prove that 
the banks are safer than public depositories, is, 
that you have the additional security of the capital 
of the bank. There is little force in this, because 
the same misconduct in the officers of a bank 
might waste your funds, and destroy the ca- 
pital of the bank. The failure of banks is, in al- 
most every instance, occasioned by the misconduct, 
and often the frauds, of a few of the direc- 
tors who control them; they withdraw their whole 
capital into their private business or speculations, 
and if these turn out badly, the bankis ruined. This 
appears to have been the case with the banks which 
have recently exploded. at Boston and. elsewhere 
Whether yon entrust your funds in banks, or the 
hands of your own officers, you must trust to the 
honesty and responsibility of those who have the 
custody of them. But; in one case you entrust it 
to the officers of. a corporation, over whom you 
have no control, and whom you have. authorized 
‘to loan it and use it as a part of their own capital, 
in the private business and speculations of indivi- 
duals. In the other, you confide it to your own 
officers, responsible to your own laws, not only 
civilly butcriminally, and who are prohibited from 
using the public funds of which they have the custody 
In point of security the advantages appear to be in 
favor of the proposed plan; and I willnow proceed 
to show that experience fully confirms thisopinion, 
deduced from the. principles. of the two systems, 

By a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
now on our files, made in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
and amended on my own motion, the following 
facts appear: 

That the Treasury has sustained a direct loss 
from depositing its revenues in banks, from 1816 
to 1836, principal and interest, of - $1,892,642 
By the. depreciation on bills, which 

were received and paid out, from 

1814 to 1817 inclusive, from five to 

six millions of dollars; say 
By bills of banks that have failed, and 

are now onhand - - - 
By the withholding of dividends by 

the late Bank of the United States, 
under a pretext of a claim for da- 
mages for the protest of a bill on 

France, principal and interest - 


6,000,000 
178,470 


933,422 


Total - =. $6,304,534 
On the first of May last, just before the bank ex- 
plosion, there was in the deposite banks to the cre- 
dit of the. Treasurer and disbursing officers the sum 
of $31,212,058; of which twenty millions of dol- 
lars has been paid on the drafts of the Treasurer, and 
about one million and a half of that sum in specie, 
leaving eighteen and a half millions, which have 
been paid in the depreciated bills or credit of the depo- 
site banks. Theaverage discount on these bills can- 
not be less than six per cent. and is probably more: 
it has varied at different periods, and in different 
places; it was for some time not less than 8 or 10 
per cent, at New York, and in Tennessee and Mis- 
sissippi was from 12 to 15 per cent. Six per cent. 
on $18,500,000 is a loss of $1,110,000. ‘There is 
now in the deposite banks nearly $10,000,000 to 
the credit of the Treasurer and public officers, the 
average discount on which cannot be less than 4 
per cent. making $400,000; allof which sums form 
an aggregate of $9,814,534 as the loss which has 
accrued from the connection of the Treasury with 
the banks since 1814, The estimated loss during 
the past year has fallen mostly on the creditors of the 
United States, and the several States who have re- 
ceived the instalments they were entitled to under 
the deposite act of 1836, in the depreciated credit of 
the deposite banks. i S 
In consequence of the failure of the, deposite 
banks, almost every class of public creditors, since 
that period, have been, from necessity, paid in a 
depreciated currency; the soldiers, seamen, labor- 
ers òn the public works, fishermen, (their bounties 
for the exportation of fish,) and the pensioners. As 
far as Could be done, some of these meritorious cre- 
ditors have been paid in specie, amounting in all, 
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including Indian annunties, to between five and six . 


millions of dollars. 

But because the loss the past year has not fallen 
directly on the Treasury, but on individuals, it is 
not the less _a loss to be charged upon the connec- 
tion of the Treasury with the banks; it is, indeed, 
a loss much moreto be deplored than though it had 
fallen on the Treasury. - 

No estimate has, or can be made, of the loss to 
the public creditors, and individuals having deal- 
ings with the Government, during the derangement 
of the finances and. depreciation. of bank paper, 


from 1814 to 1817; but, there can be little doubt. 


that it exceeded the loss sustained directly by the 


“Treasury, which has been estimated at six millions; 


and this, added to the former sums, makes an aggre- 
gate of $15,814,534 as the loss resulting from the 
connection of the Treasury with the banking sys- 
tem since 1614. 

Now, sir, what have we to offset against this 
enormous loss? Why, the Senator from Virginia 
takes up the report of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry containing a list of public defaulters, and says, 
with an air of triumph, that it contains testimony 
enough to blow the Independent Treasury scheme 
to the winds. Well, sir, what is this testimony? 
Why, itis a list of officers whose accounts have 
net been regularly balanced on the books of the 
Treasury from the foundation of the Government, 
but is no evidence of what is actually due from 
those officers. ‘The report itself contains an expla- 
nation of many of the cases of apparent default. 
In a large portion of the cases there is nothing due 
the Treasury. The first President Adams still ap- 
pears as a defaulter on the books of the Treasury 
for an amount exceeding twelve thousand dollars. 
The Senator says these defalcations amount to near 
three millions of dollars; but, from the best infor- 
mation I can obtain from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, it does not much exceed one million. How 
stands the account, then? One million lost by re- 
ceiving officers, and more than filteen millions by 
the banks! 

Mr. President, having attempted to show the 
practicability of the Independent Treasury system, 
and to demonstrate its greater safety and security 
to the publi revenues, { will notice, briefly, some 
of the objections which are urged against it. , 

We are told that it will be very expensive. The 
Senator from Virginia says that he is informed by 
a very intelligent gentleman, who is a friend of 
the measure, that it will cost six hundred thousand 
a year, and the Senator from Indiana (Mr. Smiri) 
says it will cost two millions the first year, and a 
half a million afterwards. The cxpense of putting 
the establishment in operation, cannot be estimat- 
ed with much accuracy; but the expense after- 
wards of conducting the finances, every one can 
sce, will be but a smail sum. We are not in the 
dark on the subject; it consists of paying the 
salaries of four Receivers General, and a few 
clerks. It is asmall affair, and not worth serious 
consideration. But cannot the Government afford 
the expense of taking care of its own funds, and 
to avoid the expense, must it loan them to the 
banks to take care of them for the Government? 
This would be an excellent doctrine for the 
banks, who claim the monopoly of keeping the pub- 
lic money. 

The principle in this bill which requires that ulti- 
mately the public dues should be paid in specie, 
is perhaps with some, the most objectionable part 
of the measure. Mr. Dallas, when Secretary of 
the Treasury, in the very report to which the late 
Bank of the United States owed its origin, says the 
Government had received bank notes from neces- 
sity only, and that time would soon come when we 
ought to receive for the public dues nothing but 
specie or Treasury notes. He says “the Treasury 
yielding from necessity to the general impulse, has 
hitherto concerited to receive bank paper in pay- 
ment of duties and taxes; but the period approaches 
when it will probably become a duty to exact the 
payment, either m Treasury notes, or in gold and 
silver coin, the lawful money of the United States.” 

At that period there was not fifteen millions of 
specie in the United States, and now there is over 
eighty millions. It would, seem therefore, that 
the time has arrived, if it is ever to ċome, when 
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the public dues should be collected in coin. Thè- 
operation of. this principle seems ‘to be misappre- 
hended. It is said that it-will drain the specie from 
the banks, and greatly diminish their capacity for 
supporting their issues.” Thisis a mistake. It will’. 
not drain specie from the ‘banks; or if it-does;. its 
place will be immediately. supplied; :it' Will create “@ © 
new demand in the country for specie, equal to the 
usual balance in the Treasury, and ‘what isin use in - 


. the fiscal transactions of the Government, amount- 


ing to from five tọ seven’ millions of dollars, and 
this additional demand for specie will draw and 
retain so much more of the precious mettals into 
the country. If, at first, this demand is supplied in 
part from the banks, it must finally come from 
abroad. . When the Bank of England resumed 
the payment of specie, in 1822, such was the de- 
mand. for coin that no less than twenty-four 
millions of dollars annually was imported. for 
four years to fill up the vacuum; which ‘the 
long use of paper had occasioned. The additional 
demand of from five to seven millions in the 
United States, would ke supplied from abroad in one 
year, and without being. felt. The requirement 
of specie for the public dues,. would reduce the cir- 
culation of the banks to the amount of the sum cr- 
dinarily in the Treasury, and in use in the transat- 
tions of the United States; about the amount [-have 
named, and so far would diminish the profits of the 
banks; but would, in no degree, impair their capa- 
city to make discounts to individuals, but would: 
rather increase it; as the five or seven millions‘of- 
their currency, which had been absorbed in the 
transactions of the Treasury, being replaced by 
coin, there would be, to that extent, an increased 
ability, on the part of the banks, to’supply the de- 
mands of the community. This ‘principle would 
not only draw an additional:sum of specie into the 
country, but would keep it in active circulation; 
and what is taken from the banks will be returned 
to them again. This demand for specie and circu- 
lation of it to the extent of the fiscal transactions of, 
the United States, will keep up a demand, on the 
banks for specie that will render it necessary for 
them to keep a greater supply in their vaults, which 
will tend, in some degree, to check their excessive 
issues, and to diminish their. profits’ arising’. from 
such excessive ‘issues of their notes.:° But-there is 
little reason to believe ‘that this: restraining princis 
ple could operate with sufficient force to keep down. 
the bank issues to their proper level, or to give that 
degree of stability-and soundness to the currency 
which is so desirable. Instead of its crippling the 
banks, it will not be a sufficient check upon them, 

But it is said that this principle will tend to cre- 
ate an internal drain of specie, at the very time that 
therc is an external drain from abroad, occasioned. 
by the excess of importations. This may be the 
case to a certain extent, and its effect will be highly 
salutary, as it will tend promptly to check importa- 
tions, and adjust the balance of trade before it goes 
on to anextent to become dangerous. The excess 
of importations commenced in 1831, and, being sus- 
tained by the use of the credit of the Bank of: the 
United States and foreign credit, it was not checked 
as it ought to have been, but continued until 1837, 
which has involved the country in its present diffi- 
culties. 

It is uged that demanding specie for public dues, 
will tend to hoard the money of the country. In- 
stead of this, it will, as I have already said, draw 
into the country an additional amount.of ‘specie, 
and keep it in active circulation. E A 

Mr. President, we have had a new. version of the 
old objection, that this bill will create two curren- 
cies, one for the Government.‘and one for the peo- 
ple. The Senator from Virginia Says this isnot an 
ad captandum argument... Itis an“ad captandum 
argument, as applied to. this bill,. because it intro- 
duces no new principle in this respect. Is it meant. 
that, under this bill, we should have two currencies 
in law, ortwo in fact? ‘ ‘The former cannot be con- 
tended, because the bill does not legalize any paper’ 
currency, either forthe Government or the peop 
The objection: then is nothing more than this! 
under this bill, there ‘will be two currenc 
receivable for:the-public dues,-and an 
ceivable, but which may ¢eirculate among tt 
ple, if they see fit to take it and pay it out 
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there is nothing in the bill, or any law of Congress, 
that requires them to do so. But this distinction is 
not created by this bill: it has always existed since 
the foundation of the Government. It existed pre- 
vious to the late Bank of the United States, and was 
inscribed on. the face of the charter of that bank, 
which made the notes of that institution legally re- 
ceivable for the public dues, whilst the notes of 
other banks were not so receivable.’ That charter, 
also, like the substitute of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, conferred on the bank the power of creating 
two currencies, by determining what bank notes 
should be receivable for the public, dues, and what 
not. It would do for the bank to create two cur- 
rencies, one for itself and the Government, and 
another for the people: this was very proper. 

I have already incidentally alluded to the very 
extraordinary objection, that this bill contains the 
seeds of a Treasury bank. After having proposed 
a substitute for this bill which is on its face a Trea- 
sury bank, it is a little surprising that an objection 
like this should be urged with so much zeal and 
pertinacity by the author of that very substitute. 
But what foundation is there for this charge? What 
approximation has this bill to a bank, either a 
Treasury bank, or any other bank? What are the 
essential functions of a bank? There are three— 
to receive deposites, to make foans and discounts, 
and to issne bills of credit. Does the financial 
system provided for in the bill contain either of 
these essential functions of a bank? Not one of 
them, and no features that have any approxima- 
tion to either of those principles. The princizal 
argument to prove that this system is, or would 
become, a bank, is the provision authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to draw on the receivers 
general and other depositaries for the payment of 
the public dues, in pursuance of legal appropria- 
tions, or for transfer of the public funds from one 
branch treasury to another. These drafts, it is 
said, will form a currency. But is this a new 
principle? Has it not always existed, and is it not 
inseparable from every financial plan? Take it 
away, and you have the strange anomaly of laws 
for collecting and placing money in the Treasury, 
but no means of drawing it out, even to pay the 
debts of the Government. 

But this bill conta! ection designed expressly 
to prevent these drafts being circulated even to the 
extent they now are, or heretofore have been. Tt 
makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to fix the time in which the drafts shall be presented 
for payment, having regard to the distance. 

And what else is relied upon to prove that this 
system is a bank? Why, there are to be vaults 
and safes for the seenrity of the fards, and ihis is 
the very machinery of a bank. What! shall the 
Government erect vaults, or provide safes! That 
will be encroaching on the prerogatives of the 
banks, and is conclusive evidence the Governinent 
is turning banker! 

It is further said that President Jackson, in his 
second message, recommended a Treasury bank, 
founded on the revenues and credit of the Govern- 
ment; a plan which none of his friends approved, 
and which he afterwards abandoned himself; and 
yet that fact proves that this billis a bank, although 
it has not one of the features contained in that 
plan. And we are also told that the Secretary of 
the Treasury, at the called session, suggested a 
scheme for issuing Treasury notes on the credit of 
the United States, and an assigned fund. But this 
suggestion met with no favor, and had no principle 
in common with this bill, and yet itis evidence that 
the system recommended by the committee is a 
bank, or will grow into one, 

The old threadbare and bugbear story of Execu- 
tive influence, is the last objection 1 will notice. 
After what I bave said of the substitute on this 
point, I cannot spend my breath on this objection. 
The comparison of the two systems, as respects 
their bearing on the power and patronage of the 
Executive, is like comparing the scratch of the 
skin to a deadly and mortal wound. The increase 
of patronage and power by the bill, is the addition 
of four officers and a few clerks, Must not that 
pe truly alarming? There is no control over the 
public funds given either to the President or Secre- 

tary, more than they now have; and as to the re- 


ceivers general and other depositaries, the bill ex- 
pressly takes from them the dangerons power of 
using and loaning the public revenues, which is 
now possessed by. the existing depositaries. But 
the Senator from Virginia still insists that. his 
prophecy is fulfilling, as this bill confers on the 
Executive greater patronage than that which passed 
the Senate at the late session. But what was the 
Senator’s prediction? It wasthata swarm of fifty 
thousand receivers general, and other officers, 
would spring from this measure, as he alleged was 
the case in France, which wonld consume the sub- 
stance of the people. He compared it toa mus- 
tard seed, the smallest of all seeds; yet, when it 
grew, extended its roots through the soil, threw up 
a large trunk with branches which overshadowed 
he land, on which swarms of cormorants might 
light and devour all the fruits of the earth. How 
is this prophecy fulfilled? Why, the grain of mus- 
tard seed has germinated ; it has thrown upa small 
stem, with four small branches, and a few leaves— 
four officers and a few clerks. This is the fulfil- 
ment of the prediction; this is the swarm of fifty 
thousand receivers who were to harrass the people 
and devour their substance. And yet the Senator 
says this is not soaring on the wings of imagina- 
tion, but is the language of truth and soberness. 

Mr. President, I have now examined the substi- 
tute and the bill, and endeavored to show that the 
first would produce a dangerous connection between 
the Government and the banking system injurious 
to both, and instead of benefitting, would increase 
the disorders of the currency. I have attempted 
to prove that the plan proposed by the bill is prac 
ticable, that bank agency is not necessary, and 
that the public revenues, under that system, would 
be safer than if deposited in banks. 

I now propose to suggest some reasons why this 
Government ought not to connect itself with the 
banking system of the country in any form, either 
State or National. This connection has been dis- 
solved by the act of the banks. Shall it be re- 
stored in any form? ‘This is the true issue here, 
and before the country. ‘To decide this important 
question it is necessary not only to look at the pre- 
sent condition of the banks, but we must go back 
and see what they once were, and trace their 
downward course. We must examine the princi- 
pies of the system, and see if they have not rapidly 
deteriorated; and whether, if it is not radically 
reformed, it is not speedily approaching its final 
catastrophe. 

Sir, L understand the object perfectly well. I 
know why it is that the bank party are so anxious 
to connect this Government with the banking sys- 
tem. Jt is to bring to its aid the revenues, the 
credit, the power, and the influence of this Govern- 
ment, to sustain and uphold this system as it is, 
with all its abuses, iis corruptions, and fatal ten- 
dencies, and to prevent that reform in the system 
which the people desire and the best interests of 
the country demand. 

My friend from New Hampshire (Mr. Hus- 
Barn) said he was friendly to the State banks, that 
he bad a large interest in them, and would be the 
last man to de any thing to their injury. Iam also 
friendly to the banks now we have them, and have 
some interest in them; and I will endeavor to show 
my friendship for them in the way that bas always 
been regarded as the highest evidence of a true 
friend—by calling atiention tv their abuses, by 
pointing out the defects in the principles of the 
system, its rapid degeneracy; and by warning the 
public that, unless it is speedily reformed and 
brought back to its original principles, it cannot 
go on much longer; that another and final explo- 
sion will.soon be experienced, which will spread 
ruin and desolation over the country. 
` The present state of the banks is one of doubt 
and uncertainty; no one knows what their real con- 
dition is, or wha! change a single day may produce; 
and, of course, litle confidence can be placed in 
them. ‘Theirstatements of their affairs are entitled 
to no reliance; they are often false lights that only 
tend to allure uson to the breakers. All we see 
or know of the banks is an outside view. We see 
their marble walls, which are often hke whitened 
sepulchres—a fair outside, but within are filled 
-with dead men’s bones. They are like the ox of 
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Prometheus, “a sleek, well-stuffed hide, filled with 
all mannner of rubbish, goodly’ to look at, but con-. 
taining nothing to eat.” In many of. the States: 
they are now existing either without law or in op- °° 
position to law. They have virtually thrown off. 


‘the authority of the Legislatures which ‘created: 


them, and now form a sort of commonwealth, and- 
have assumed the power of. governing themselves. 
They are holding conventions, and forming combi« | 
nations, for their control and government. ‘The 
‘Suffolk Aliance” at Boston is one of these ¢om- 
binations, intended to centrol the whole. of the 
banks in the Eastern States. This was originally 
a forced alliance by the Suffolk Bank, which com- 
pelled the members of the association to pay tri- 
bute to that bank, for which they are to be redtu- 
nerated by giving greater circulation to their notes, 
and by some sort of guarantee, or additional secu- 
rity, against loss on the bills of any of the banks of 
the association which may fail er get embarrassed. 
The object is to give greater security to the asso- 
ciated banks; as their bills are required to be re- 
deemed at the Suffolk Bank, that institution is ena- 
bled to know when any one of the associated banks 
is in a doubtful or ticklish situation, and can take ` 
measures for the security of the banks of the asso- 
ciation, 

These associations are designed and calculated 
to give to the banks the rights of privileged creditors 
in the case of the failure of any one of the number. 
On the first evidence of the unsoundness of a bank, 
its assets are to be pledged, in some form, for the“ 
security of the associated banks; this, of course, 
leaves the public exposed to greater hazard, and 
would place the United States, either as a deposi- 
tor or bill-holder, in the same situation. By the 
operation of this system, the whole assets of a 
broken bank may be swept away for the security of 
other banks, and nothing be left for individuals or 


. the Treasury of the United States. 


During the recent failures of the banks at Bos- 
ton, it has been stated that certain doubtful banks 
have been required to give security, at sight, for its 
bills belonging to the associated banks, which had 
been received during the day. They dared not 
sleep upon them. Ought the Treasury of the 
United States to be connected, with a system like 
this? Page aT 

But other bank leagues are - formed in other: 
parts of the Union- The most formidable is that 
at Philadelphia, headed by the Pennsylvania Bank 
of the United States. That institution, from its 
immense capital, its almost unlimited credit. at 
home and abroad, and reinforced by twenty-six 
millions of the resurrection notes of the defuact 
Bank of the United States, possesses a power over 
the monetary concerns of the country that is nearly 
irresistible. It controls all the other banks in Phi- 
ladelphia, and is now attempting, with the aid of 
its alliance with the Bank of England, and com- 
mand of British capital and credit, to make itself 
the head and centre of the entire banking system 
in the United States, and to contro] the whole at its 
pleasure. ; 

It is authorized by its charter to establish bank 
agencies, which is nearly equivalent to: the power 
it formerly possessed of establishing branches. It 
has bought up the Merchants Bank in New Or- 
leans and the Insurance Bank in Georgia, and the 
officers and directors of these institutions are the 
mere nominees of an alien corporation, which has 
become the purchaser of them; and are much 
more, under the control ef Mr. Biddle’s bank, or 
rather Mr. Biddle himself, than the branches of the 
parent bank were before the expiration of the 
charter of the late Bank of the United States. 
The Merchants Bank has a capital of two millions, 
all of which, except thirty-five thousand dollars, is- 
owned by Mr. Biddle’s bank. The Merchants 
Bank has in ils vaults about three hundred and 
seventy thousand dollars in specie, and possesses 
the bills of the other banks in New Orleans to the 
amount of one million two hundred and twenty-two 
thousand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, of 
which one million. seventy-eight thonsand dollars 


-are against six banks, which exceeds their entire 


amount of specie; and thus places them at the feet > 
of this branch of Mr. Biddles bank, which can , 
It has only about 
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seven ‘or-eight thousand dollars of its own notes in 
circulation, so that ìt is wholly protected from any 
demands that can come against it. "These immense 
resources of the Merchants Bank, amounting to 
about one million six hundred thousand dollars, 
appear to have been accumulated by putting into 
circulation the dead notes of the late Bank of the 
United States, which neither the Merchants Bank 
nor. the Pennsylvania Bank is bound to redeem. 
It appears by a report of a committee of the Senate, 
which has just been read, that the bank has now in 
circulation more than six millions of these dead 
notes, which it is not bound. to redeem, and still 
has about twenty millions in its possession, to be 
used as it may have occasion. The putting of of 
these notes is a gross fraud on the laws of the 
United States and on the public; and I rejoice that 
the committee have reported a bill making it an 
indictable offence, punishable by fine and impri- 
sonment. 

This soulless corporation, in the war it is carry- 
ing on against the Government and the currency, 
acts on true military principles. It has its 
strong fortress and principal force at Philadel- 
phia, but establishes posts at- advantageous points, 
where it throws in a strong force to watch and 
overawe the State banks, and keep up a ha- 
rassing fire upon them, if they presume to 
act in a way not in strict compliance with the 
wishes of this great bank autocrat. This insti- 
tution, which declared “that it intended to take the 
lead in resumption,” is now, it seems to be ad- 
mitted on all hands, the principal, if not the sole, 
obstacle to that measure. It controls all the banks 
in Philadelphia, and through the Merchants Bank, 
intends to control the banks at New Orleans. This 
is securing two important points; and it is now al- 
tempting to overawe the banks in New York which 
are disposed to resume, and have, in the true spirit 
of bank vassals, beseeched the great autocrat to 
consent to tt. Fie treated their ambassadors polite- 
ly, and feasted them; but refused to give his con- 
sent that the New York banks might resume pay- 
ing their debts, and doing business on honest prin- 
ciples. The object of this institution no one can 
doubt. It desires to prolong the present state of 
things to favor its mercantile and moneyed opera- 
tions, and to bring the people.of the United States, 
through their “sufferings,” to consent to restore 
and recharter that institution as a National Bank, 
with the monopoly of the public revenues. 

It remains to be known whether a single institu- 
tion can control the entire banking system of all 
the States. Such is the condition of the banks 
with regard to the resumption ofspecie payments— 
controlled by a single institution.. Under circum- 
stances like these, would it be wise or safe to con- 
nect our financial interests with a banking system 
like this? 

But, sir, the banks do not resume the payment 
of their notes, and many of them are breaking. If 
it is not owing to the opposition of the Pennsylva- 
nia Bank of the United States, why do they not re- 
sume? The causes of their suspension are past; 
exchange is below par; the demand for specie, for 


exportation, has entirely ceased; and yet the banks | 


refuse to resume. How can the public, or this 
Government, place confidence in them whilst they 
remain in this situation? 

Some few banks have already resumed, and 
others may follow; the banks may resume in one 
section of the Union and not in others; this ‘was the 
case during the late war and in 1818 and ’19. The 
condition of the banks, and the currency they sup- 
ply, is, and probably will be, very different in the 
several sections of the country. For this Govern- 
ment, then, to connect its financial affairs with 
them, is not to do equal and exact justice to the 
debtors and creditors of the United States, in all 
parts of the country. Ihave before me a state- 
ment of the present depreciation of the notes of 
what are regarded as solvent banks of the different 
States, in the city of New York, as compared with 
the notes of the banks of that city, they being from 3 
to 4 per cent. below specie. The bills of the banks 
in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, and Rhode Island, are at a discount of 22 per 
cent.; those of Connecticut from 4-10.24, Philadel- 
phia 2, other Pennsylvania banks 3 to 4, Balti- 
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more 3, District of Columbia 3, Virginia 3 to 4, 
North Carolina 5 to 6, South Carolina 4 to 5, 
Georgia 5 to 6, Florida 12 to 15, Alabama 8 to 10,. 
Louisiana 5 to 7, Mississippi. 12 to 15, Tennessee , 
15, Kentucky 5 to 6, Illinois 7 to 8, Indiana 7 to 8, 
Ohio 6 per cent. This difference in the local bank 


currencies is owing, in part, to-the suspension of || 


specie payments by the banks; but is by no means 
wholly to be ascribed to that cause, as-all have sus-# 
pended. It is mainly attributable to the balance of 
trade, and the amount of the issues of the. banks. 

As the payment of specie has loùg been only 
nominal, this bank currency has been of different 
valuesatalltimes. Thisis the casein England,where 
the notes of the Bank of Englandhave a monopoly 
of the circulation in London and sixty miles round 
it:if that bank does not increase its issues when the 
joint stock banks in the country towns do, the cur- 
rency in Lancashire and other counties depreciates 
below that in London. 

All this goes to prove, that for the United States 
to collect and pay out any thing but specie, or its 
own credit, is to have several standards in the col- 
lection of its revenuesand the payments of its debts. 
It violates the spirit of that provision in the Consti- 
tution, which requires that all duties and imports 
shalt be uniform throughout all the States. 

But, sir, I have not done with the present condi- 
tion of the banks; and must beg the indulgence of 
the Senate to go into some details. I have some 
facts on this subject, some “crumbs of comfort for 
the chickens of the bank covenant,” if I may be al- 
lowed to use the quaint language of a former age. 

I have already alluded to some of the banks at 
New Orleans, and now propose to notice them a lit- 
tle more in detail; not that I think the banks there 
are in a worse condition than many others; as we 
are told not to regard those on whom the tower of 
Saloam fell as sinners above all other men. 

There are in New Orleans sixteen banks, with a 
capital, said to be paid in, of 37,000,000 of dollars. 
In June last their entire discounts on personal se- 
curity amounted to 34,060,000 dollars, their specie 
to 2,000,000, being seventeen dollars in bills to one 
inspecie. By an investigation lately made, by the 
authority of the Legislature, it appears that twenty- 
nine directors of eight of the banks, or houses, in 
which those directors were concerned, had received 
loans to the amount of nearly 7,000,000 dollars, 
being more than one-fifth of the entire loans in that 
great commercial city. This shows in what sense 
the banks constitute the people. If the few indivi- 
duals who direct them, and monopolize themselves 
a large portion of their funds, constitute the people, 
then the banks are the people, and to sepamate the 
Government from the banks, will be to separate it 
from the people. , 

We have already noticed the condition of the 
Merchants Bank, and the power which it holds 
over six, and, in a less degree, over all the other 
banks in New Orleans. The New Orleans banks, 
al the time of their suspension, had 10,429,210 dol- 
lars in protested notes, of which there has since been 
paid 1,151,487 dollars. By their own statement of 
their aifairs in June, there appeared to be a defi- 
ciency in their assets to the amount of 3,715,000 
dollars. 

The Legislature of the State of Indiana have 
lately attempted to investigate the affairs of the 
State Bank and its branches, in which the State is 
a large stockholder. This attempt appears to have 
been resisted at first, and the president of the bank 
declared that an investigation would not be benefi- 
cial either to the bank or the Siate, or words to that 
effect. However, an investigation appears to have 
been made, at least into three of its branches, In- 
dianapolis, Lawrenceburgh, and Lafayette. It 
appeared from this examination that these banks 
have been little better than meré shaving-shops. 
All of them had adopted the practice of declining 
to discount notes payable at the bank, and confined 
their operations to the discount of kites, or bills 
drawn on individuals or banks, when it was well 
known that the drawer had no fands in the hands 
of the drawee, and that he expected to take up the 
draft himself, and at the bank where discounted. 
On these bills a discount was taken, under a pre- 
tence of exchange, of from eight to thirteen per 
cent. Some or all of these banks have been in the 


practice of purchasing the depreciated bills. of-other:- 
. States, at a discount of from. two to-five per cent. 


and passing them: off at. their. counter at. par. , 
Whilst these banks were refusing to. discount. to. 
others, except by shaving bills, the directors:helped.- 
themselves: to a) large share of the. funds of the. 
banks. At the Lawrerceburgh branch, the idans. . 
to the directors, individually, and. as. partners of. `: 
firms, averaged fifty-five thousand dollars; and, at’ 
the other branches, directors. had drawn. ont. from: 
forty to sixty thousand dollars. -Å rule was adopted 
giving to stockholders loans to. the full amount of 
their stock, which was-afterwards exterided to fifty 
per cent. beyond their.stock. Under. this rule, the 
favorite. of the directors: offered his noteysay for 
five hundred dollars, with which-he purchased five 
hundred dollars of stock; and when this note fell 
due, he lodged another note for seven hundred and 
fifty dollars, with which he took. up his first note, 
and had two hundred and fifty dollars left, except 
the discount. This was certainly à convenient way 
to raise the wind. Can any one doubt that. these 
banks constitute the people, and that. to.separate 
the Government from them would be to separate it 
from the people? i ; 
The Lumberman’s Bank, in Pennsylvania, 
which recently failed, is another proof ‘that. the . 
banks are the people. The board of. directors 
adopted a rule to make loans on. real estate securi- 
ties; andin an exposition of the affairs. of... this 
bank, it is stated that one individual, and I pre- 
sume a director, “ gave-a mortgage, without..a, 
bond, for $200,000, on about forty: thousand acres 
of land in Cattaraugus county, New York, andthe 
cashier afterwards gave up the notes.on which this 
indebtedness was founded, on receiving the debtor’s 
check for the amount.” ‘The mortgage was subse- 


quently rescinded, and the notes returned.. 

The rule referred to was afterwards changed, so 
as to authorize any agent. of the bank to make 
loans on the security of real estate; and one of the 
directors executed a mortgage, without a bond, on 
the undivided half of certain building lots; and, on 
the strength of this security, he withdrew, with the 
consent of. the teller, a large amount of his. indi- 
vidual and joint liabilities to. the bank, in notes 
and otherwise. : : 

In December last, the. president and cashier of 
the bank made a report to. the Legislature, under 
oath, that the bank had cash funds to the amount 
of $270,000, which included the aforesaid mortgage. 
of $200,000; and on the failure’ of the bank, it is 
found that it had specie in its vaults to the enor- 
mous amount of twenty-five dollars in silver, and one 
hundred dollars in cents. 

The failure of this bank, which has contributed 
its mite to the disorders of the currency, has no 
doubt, in the opinion of our currency doctors, been 
occasioned by the “experiments” of the late Ad- 
ministration, in “ tampering” with the currency. 

Mr. President, L am aware that these details are 
tedious, yet I have a few more “crumbs of com- 
fort” in relation to the banks of the good old Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, a State j ustly distin- 
guished for its wealth and the enterprise of iis 
citizens; and surely its banking system ought to be 
sound to the core, as ithas been entirely free from 
the “tampering” measures of. the late Administra- 
ton, as the bank party have had the undisputed 
direction of its councils, for a “Lime, whereof the 
memory. of man runneth not to the contrary.” But, 
strange as it may seem, the banks in this State are 
In a very bad way; several of. them have recently 
gone the way of all the earth, and others appear:to 
be ina quick consumption, which: threatens: soon 
to carry them off. Of the former are the Chelsea, 
Lafayette, Commonwealth, Middlesex; and Frank- 
lin. Two of these, T believe, were deposite banks. 
The bills of the Commonwealth Bank are said to be 
at a discount of thirty per. cent. and some of the 
others to be but little better than continental money. 
The cold winds blowing -frorm ihe pine lands in 
Maine, Seems-to have thrown these banks into the 
quick consumption which carried them off very: 
rapidly; and some of them appear to have always 
had very feeble and slender constitutions, which. 
could not stand the rudé.shock of the tim he 
following banks have been suspécted-of. h 
same fatal disease: the American, Kilb 


Feb. 1838. 


B37run Conc+--2nxnp SESS. 


Commercial, and Fulton. On a recent examina- 
tion by a committee of the Legislature, a trank in 
one ot the banks in Boston, said to contain $70,000, 
was found to have but $41,550;and in another 
bank, a trank containing $260,000 in securities 
appears to be in the “receptacle of lost things upon 
earth” 

Indeed the cholera, orsome other epidemic appears 
to be prevailing among the banks of Massachusetts, 
and I think it will be well for us to keep clear of 
them, until this disease has left them, and we can 
see how many survive its ravages. I really hope 
that the learned currency doctors in that State will 
be able to administer the proper remedies, and 
arrest the progress and spreading of that fatal disease. 

Mr. President, having made some suggestions, 
as to the present condition of the banks, I now 
propose to notice some defects in the system, and to 
show the rapid degeneracy and deterioration of its 
principles. Thisis an extensive field, and I only pro- 
pose to point out some of the prominent defects in 
the system, without goining into any discussion of 
the subject. And-asa preliminary observation in 
this inquiry, I will quote the remark of the learn- 
cod and able Governor of Massachusetts, contained 
in his recent message. He says: “it cannot be 
denied that the sound principles of banking have 
been wipsLy DEPARTED from, and” that a mode of 
establishing and conducting banks has grown up, 


abusive and dangerous in the extreme.” 

This, sir, is precisely what 1 contend, that the original sound 

and safe principles ef banking have been not only disregarded, 
but “ widely departed from,” and that a mode of establishing 
and conducting banks, has grown up abusive and dangerous in 
the extreme. And would it be wise or safe for this Government 
to connect itself with such a system? 
_ Iwill endeavor to show that this opinion of Governor Everett 
is entirely correct. Our system of banking, it is well known, 
had its origin inthe early banks of deposite, and particularly 
the Bank of Amsterdam. These banks originally loaned their 
deposites, which were real money. Afterwards, when the system 
was changed, and banks possessed a capital independent of their 
deposites, they loaned their capital and deposites; and some of 
them, particularly the Bank of Amsterdam, issued certificates 
of deposites, which passed from hand to hand as a substitute, or 
representation of the money actually in deposite in the bank. 
This was the origin of bank notes, which originally really repre- 
sented the same amount of specie in the bank. 

The first banks in the United States were based on this funda- 
mental principle. The charter of the Bank of Maszachusetis, 
the first incorporated in that State, contains the following pro- 
vision: 


“That the total amountof all the promissory notes (or bills) 
ofthe corporation shall at no time exceed double the amount of 
its capital stock in gold and silver actually deposited in the 
benk, and keld to answer the demands of the same.” 


This was the original principle of banking iu this country, 
which was, that the capital of the bank was not only to consist 
af gold and silver, but to be keptin the bank for the redemption 
oi their bills. But this principle has been gradually departed 
from, and, for some years, entirely disregarded. ‘The banks 
now loan their entire capital and their deposites; and within a 
few years have extended thair loans greatly beyond both capital 
and deposites. 

To show how rapidly the system has degenerated into a mere 
open, naked system of credit, I beg to present a statement of the 
condition of the banks of the United States at two recent 
periods, taken from a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made at the last regular session of Congress. In 1830, the capi- 
tal of the banks in the United States was 145, 192,268 dollars, and 
their deposites 55,559,928, making 201,752,196 dollars. Their 
Joans were 200,451,214 dollars, nearly two miilions less than 
their capital and deposites, 

In 1836 the capital of the banks in the United States was 
$251,975,292, and their deposites $115,104,440, making an ag- 
gregate of $366,979,732; and their loans were $457,500,089, be- 
ing an excess of loans over their capital and deposites both, 
of $90,526,247. This, sir, is what I suppose is called the “cre- 
dit system.” We here see, that in 1836, the banks loaned near- 
ly one hundred millions of dollars, without any basis what- 
ever to sustain it, unless it was “confidence.” “This may be 
called. fog credit, Indeed, the deposites did not belong to the 
banks, as they were indebted for them to the depositors, so that 
the banks actually loaned, over and above their capital, $205,- 
620,707. And because banks resting on a foundation as rotten 
as-this have exploded, it is charged upon the measures of the 
Administration in “tampering” with the currency. The inte- 
rest taken by banks is nearly seven per cent. so that the banks, 
during the year 1836, received from the people, for loans over 
and beyond their capital the sum of $14,395,450. 

In January, 1837, the capital of the banks inthe United States 
had increased to $286,225,990, and their loans to $522,891,461, 
being an excess over their capital of $236,565,471, the annual 
interest of which was $16,559,782, paid by the public for bank 
credit, resting on no other foundation than confidence, 

{have said that the original and sound principle of banking, 
which required that banks should keep their capital, ora rea- 
sonable portion of it, in their vaultsin specie, has, within the 
tasi few years, been “widely departed from,” which has occa- 
sioned the present derangement of the currency and credit of 
the country. 1 will now submit some additional facts in sup- 
port of this position. Mr. Gallatin, and other writers on finance, 
consider the depositesin banksas a part of their circulation, as 
much as their bills, because these deposites are placed in 
hanks, instead of being retained in the hands of depositors, and 
are drawn out by checks, instead of being paid out of their 
owa chests. The circulation of the banks in 1836, in bills, was 
$140,301,038, and their deposites $135,104,440, making a bank 
currency of $255,405,478, which, added to the metallic curren- 
cy, estimated at $90,000,000, give a totality of $335,405,498, 
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w is at least fifty per cent. more than the entire currency 
which the country requires, or can maintain in a sound state. 
‘The Secretary of the Treasury estimated the requisite curren- 
cy for this country at enly €110,000,000, which, perhaps, is 
rather too low. ingiand, witha population one-third larger, 
and commerce exc ng that of the United States by three 
hundred per cent. has a paper currency of about thirty millions 
sterling, aud a metallic currency of about the same amoung, 
being In all about $260,000,000, Thisis without including bank 
deposites. in January, 1837, the circulation of the banks was 
$151,203,120, and their specie 238,708,995, according to their 


-< own returus; and in 1836 their specie was $40,019,594. These 


sums, however, are nu doubt greatly beyond their actual amount 
of goid and sliver, as the hanks, many, if not all of them, de- 
signate specie fuads, em racing checks, ete. as specie. This 
would make the bank circulation, in 1337, about seven anda 
half to one, of their specie. 

Burt if we look at the condition of the banks in the different 
S:ates, we shall find that the proportion of paper must be 
vastly greater. By alate report, it appears that the issues of 
the banks in Pennsyivania, were ten to one of their specie; in 
Connecticut last March, the circulation was ten to one, and cir- 
culation and deposites thirteen to one of specie; the circulation 
of the banks in New Orleans last June was seventeen to one. 
In July, forty-seven banks in New York, west aud north of the 
Hudson, had a circulation of fourteen to one, and circulation 
and deposites of eighteen to one. In July, 1937, the deposite 
banks In Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, as 
appears by their returns ie the Secretary of the Treasury, had 
a circulation, including private depesites, of eighteen to one of 
specie. 

Phe degeneracy of the banking system has been no where 
more rapid than in Massachusetts, considering the real wealth 
and solid capital of chat State. In 1512, there were twenty-four 
banks in the State, which possessed specie to the amount of 
avout three millions of dollars, and a circulation of enly about 
the same amount. The fact that the banks of that State re- 
deemed their bilis in specie, when those in New York and south 
of them did not, accounts for the small amount of their circula- 
tion. Now thereare in that State one hundred and twenty-nine 
banks, with acirculation of about 10,000,000, and 1,500,000 in 
specie. ‘I'ne proportion of bills in circulation by the banks of 
the different counties, to their specie, is as follows: In Suffolk 
county, (Boston) 4 to 1; Middlesex, 11 to 1; Worcester, 18 to 1; 
Fraaklin, 1710 1; Hampden, 19 to l; Berkshire, 15 to 1; Nortolk, 
19 to l; Bristol, 19 to 1; Plymouth, 16 to 1; Barnstable, 16 to 1; 
Nantucket, 11 to i; and Hampshire, 41 to J of specie. 

Mr. President, is it notapparent that from this view, and from 
the condiion and management of the banks of the several 
Siaies, lhat they have degenerated into an open, naked credit 
system, end that their whole operations are nothing more than 
an exchange of their own credit for that of individuais: Their 
own credit, which costs them notbing, they seli to the public for 
nearly seven per cent. interest. Can it be surprising that such 
a system should have led to a rapid expansion of the currency, 
and have stimulated private credit to a most dangerous point! 
These are facts, sir, aud they prove the source and;nature of 
that “tampering” with the currency, which has been so un- 
justly and absurdly charged upon the Jate Administration. 

As long as bank notes represented specie, to some reasonable 
extent, it was supposed that their circulation would not be in- 
creased beyond the specie circulation which they displaced and 
withdrew from use. 

A proiound writer on currency says: 

©The whote paper money of every kind, which can easily be 
circulated in any country, never can exceed the gold ahd silver 
of which it supplies the piace, or which (the commerce being 
the same) would circulate there, ifthere was no paper money. 
Should the circulating paper at any time exceed that sum, as 
the excess could neither be sent abroad, nor be employed in the 
circulation of the country, it must immediately return upon the 
bank to be exchanged for gold and silver!”— Wealth of Na- 
tions, vol. i, page 204, . 

Such ware the views of Adam Smith, the philosopher of 
merchanis and bankers. His opinions were essentially just, as 
long as bank issues were actuaily based on specie; bnt since 
they have become mere bank credits, nothing “can be more er- 
roneous. Instead of its being true that bank notes will circulate 
onty to the samo extent that specie would, they operate on the 
community like a drug, exciting and stimulating it, and thus 
create a factitions demand for money, which goes on increasing 
in the same ratio that bank issues are increased, until a reaction 
ensues, attended, as it must be, with a dreadful revulsion. 

Sir, I will barely notice sonie other defects in the principles 
of the banking system as at present conducied, but cannot eite 
large on them: 

First, It confers on private corporations the power of emit- 
ting or coining paper money, and thus supplying a eurrency, 
without any responsibility, and vith no other principle to re- 
guiate this important prerogative bur their own judgment of 
what is for their own interest It is now the almost universal 
opinion in England, that this is too important a power to be en- 
trusted to irresponsible corporations, interested to abuse it; and 
itis insisted, both by the partisans of the National Bank, and 
of the joint stock banks, that it should be taken away, even 

rom the Bank of Eagland, and confided to commissioners, re- 
sponsible to the Government and the people. A 

The Edinburgh Review for April, 1837, in an able article on 
the state of the currency, says: “We had, and we may depend 
upon it shail continue to have, if the present system be main- 
tained, a constant alternation of glut and deficiency. At one 
time, money is sure to be in excess, confidence blind and indis- 
criminating, and prices high; and at another time, money is 
sure to be deficient, distrust universal, and prices low. It is not 


easy to exaggerate the evils inseparable from such alternations; 


they go far to convert industrious undertakings inte mere gam- 
bling speculations, and render it impossible, even for the most 
prudent individuals engaged in business, to form, at any time, 
any distinct notion of what may be their state twelve months 
hence. The history ofthe country, from 1790 down to the pre- 
sent day, teems with examples of what now has been stated. It 
is, however, very difficult for those not familiar with the cir- 
cumstances, to form any adequate notion of the sudden and 
powerful opération of fluctuations, even in districts not pecu- 
fany within the sphere of their operation. | 

So longas any individual, or set of individuals, how bankrupt 
soeyer in fortune or character, may usurp the royal preroga- 
tive, and issue money without let or hindrance, se long will it 
be issued in excess, in periods when prices are rising, and con- 
fidence high; and he suddenly and improperly withdrawn, when 
prices are falling, and confidence shaken, All the causes of 


fluctuation inherent in the nature.of industry, are ag, 
thousand fold by this vicious system, at the same 
! brings many- new ones into ‘existence, ` There 

| any room for supposing that, had our cirreney’ beer siihe 
tallic, or made to fluctuate exactly as it would had it beet: 
tallic, the difficulties in which we have been; and: continue:te: 
be, involved, would never have been ‘heard o: eGR AT 

“Now to accomplish this radical cure, thatis; to. make sure 
that the fluctuations shall not in future exceed those that would 
occur were it wholly metallic, it is indispensable that all Joecar ~ 
notes be suppressed, and the issue of paper be. confined tö one 
body. Nothing short of this canbe of any essential service, 
The exacting of security previous to the issuing of notes, would 
not hinder that competition among issuers that is the bane-of 
the present systema, nor preventtheir being at one time in ex 
cess, and at another time deficient. ` Mr. Lioyd, whose authori. - 
ty on all questions of this sort isso deservedly high, states dise 
unetly that an adherence to sound principles. would certainly 
lead. te the conclusion that the issues of paper money should be 
confined to one body, entristed with full power and control 
over the issues, and made exclusively responsible for, the due 
regulation oftheir amount. He suggests that, for this purpose, 
the business of the issue of money, by the bank, should be en- 
tirely separated from its other business; that its superinten- 
dence should be commited to a committee of currency, chosen 
from among the directors, and that a representative of the Go- 
vernmentshould.be present at all its deliberations.. We see 
nothing in this that could be objected to; and if the Govern. 
ment commissioner had, as he ought%o have, a veto on all the 
proposals for adding to the issues, the public would have 
every necessary security for ihe proper working of the sye. 
tem, and the avoidanceof ail manner of fluctuations.” 

The author of this extract is evidenily friendly to the Bank of 
England, yet he charges all the ruinous fluctuations in the cur- 
rency to the unregulated issue of notes by that institution, and 
the joint stock banks; and contends that this great evil can in no 
other way be cured than by confining the issue of notes to one 
body, and subjecting that to the control of a commissioner, who 
should be responsibie to the public for the faithful discharge of 
the trust. This opinion is general with all parties in England, 
as will appear from other periodica!s which- I. may have.:oeca- 
sion to refer to.. In that country they -attribute the . “tamper. 
ing” with the currency to the proper source—the: unregulated 
issues of the banks. ` Š 

The second defect in the system, which I will notice, is the 
connecizon which it establishes between the currency and pri- ~ 
vute credit, They both fow and return to the same fountain, 
and thus act and react upon each other. Private credit now 
rings from the banks, and when from any cause it receives an 
unusual stimulus, the effect is to expand the currency, and the: 
expansion of the currency gives an additional impetus to ‘pri- 
vate credit, and when, from any cause, private credit is.curtail- 
ed, the bank currency is contracted. With a metallic curren- 
cy the rule wouid be directly the reverse; an increased demand 
for private credit would make money scarce, and this would 
tend to check such demand. 

Third; The convertibility of bank notes is saidto be a dest 
of their security, and to serve to regulate the issues of the banks. 
But since their issues have become mere bills of credit, it is 
neither. The convertibility of bank notes is merely nominal, 
and is no check on their issues, and no evidence of the solvency 
ofbanks. We see that the moment the boasted convertibility 
of bank issues becomes any thing more than nominal, the banks 
siop payment. What the banks regard as paying their bills 
in specie is nothing mere than this: they will: agree 
to pay specie, provided the public will agree not tọ 
demand tt of them. This is. the extent of this boasted 
principle of the convertibility of bank paper., That “it sis 
no security, and no test as to the solvency of banks, is evident, 
as most of the banks which have failed in the United States have 
redeemed their billsin specie, nominally, the same that. other 
institutions have done, down to the very day of their explosion, 
although many of them have been entirely rotten. The Com- 
monwealth and other broken banks in Massachusetts were as 
rotten last May, befcre their suspension, asat any time since. 

The fourth objection to the currency supplied by banks is its 
insecurity. In England two hundred and forty banks failed in 
1815; and in 1825, seventy failed, with a circulation of ten mik 
lions of dollars, a large pertion of which was entirely destroyed, 
and the loss thrown upon the community. In 1830, Mr. Galla- 
tin gave alist ofone hundred and sixty banks which had failed 
in the United States, having a capital of thirty millions of dol- 
lars, and a circulation probably of half that amount, which was 
either entirely Jost, or subjected to a ruinous depreciation. 
Since then, there cannot have been less than forty banks which 
have failed, with a capital of from five to ten millions of dol- 

ars. 

sir, cannot pursue this investigation. We have borrowed 
our banking system from England; and ın support of the objec- 
tions here stated, and to show the estimation in which the sys- 
tem is held there, where they have a ‘National. Bank as a “regu- 
lator”? of the system, I will beg to read some further extracts 
from English publications, by which it will be seen that all par- 
ties in that country have come to the conclusion that the system 
has become intolerable—that it cannot go on as itis, or without 
a radical reform. : 

The Eondon Courier, which is the ablest advocate of the Bank 
of England, says: 

“We have now, including their branches, got above three 
hundred joint stock banks, most of which issue notes, in full 
operation; and so many paper mints, operating witheut any 
check or control, other than their own estimate of what is best 
for themselves, will not-be long, after geiting faitly under 
weigh, in gorging the circulation, and bringing on a receil, At _ 
this moment, there are, including private banks, little short of 
one thousand paper mints established in England, over which 
neither the Goverament nor the public has any kind of-control 
whatever. These mints are conducted on no uniform or con: 
sistent principle, Their management is a matter that belongs 
entirely to themselves, and may be either prudent or absurd, 
honest or knavish; so that whilst they are nearly useless for any 
good purpose, they are omnipotent for mischief. 


“The state of our monetary system is at present the prime 
evilin cur social condition: and till it undergoes a root and 
branch reform, industrious undertakings will be little else 
han gambling on a large scale, and national prosperity 


only the first step to national distress. and ruin? 

The London Morning Chronicle is on the oppositel side of 
‘the question in that country, and charges the disorders in the 
currency to the misconduct of the Bank of England, yet agrees 
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as to the principle that banks cannot be safely entrusted with 
the prerogative of issuing and regulating the currency. ` 


“Having thus established the respensibility of the Bank of 
Englavd, and having previously shown the causes of its total 
unfitness for the office with which it has been entrusted by the 
State, 1t would seem that the very statement of the nature of the 
disease, would suggest its remedy. This remedy can only 
consist in depriving the bank entirely of the powers which 
it exercises over the currency of the country, and placing 
these in other and responsible hands. 

“The great bulk of the trading people, even of this country, 
are perfectly ignorant of the cause of the violent fluctuations to 
which their properiy is constantly subjected, and by whieh 
their business is interrupted, and rendered a gambling specu- 
lation, rather than a quiet trade. Ifthe sulterers Kuew to WHAT 
causes to attribute their misfortunes, fais cause could not 
cwist for sig months longer: the udteupl to perpetuate it 
would produce @ REBELLION.” 

To theseT adi the opinions of the distinguished financier, 
Sampson Ricardo, and Horsely Palmer, president of the bank, 
and that profound statesman, the late Mr. Huskisson! 

t As directors,” says Mr. Ricardo, “of a joint stock com- 
pany, they (ihe directors) have to obtain the greatest possible 
advautages for their proprietors. As regulators of the currency, 
they have to protect the interests of the community. ‘The per- 
formance of these two duties may not always be compatible; 
and measures conducive to the benefit of the public may be im- 
peded in their execution, by the necessity they involve of a 
sacrifice on the part of the bank shareholders.” 

During the past year, the Bank of England has been severely 


censured for the disorders in the currency, which many have ’ 


charged upon that bank; others threw the blame ou ihe joint 
stock hanks, Mr. Lloyd published a pamphlet, maintaining 
that the Bank of England was mainly responsible; to which 
Horsely Palmer replied, and attempted to defend the bank, 
The following just remarks from his pamphlet are quite as ap- 
plicable lo this country as to England. Here, as well as there, 
‘some remarkable errors have prevailed as to the mode of 
maintaining the value of paper money,” which, if suffered to 
continue, cannot fail of perpetuating the evils we now expe- 
rience. The president of the Bank of England says: 

“Some remarkable errors have pervaded, and ‘still continue 
to influence the public mind, as to the mode of maintaining the 
value of paper money, and that a system prevails, which, if 
persevered in, can hardly fail of multiplying all the evils re- 
sulting from those variations of the currency to which we have 
lately been exposed.” i 

Mr. Huskinsson, it seems, bad not so exalted an opinion of 
paper money, resting on ‘confidence,’ aasome honorable Sena- 
lors seem to entertain: 

“If there ever was a proposition universally true, it is that a 
system of bier: currency progressi vein ita nature, and resting 
either upon the authority of the State or the confidence 0 ac 
people, will, if unchecked, ultimately lead to the subversion of 
all property.? 

Yo this mass of testimony against the wretched paper curren- 
cy of England, I will add the report adopted ata public meet- 
ingat Birmingham last October, composed of thirteen thou 
sand persons, without distinction of parties: 

“Your committee feel it their painful duty to state that ae 
distress to this town and neighborhood! is very great; that they 
see no reason to anticipate any speedy or effectual relict, The 
alternations of great apparent prosperity, and sudden deep dis- 
tress, which have invariably attended the expansion or contrac- 
tion of the currency, prove, beyond donbt, that to our monetary 
aystem is maialy to be attributed the present general and alarn- 
ing distress, fa the opintou of your committee, no permanent 
relief can be given while tH teun which hag veen proved so 
Hable to fluctuations, i frocontinue. Your committee 
cannot but express its decided conviction that the effectual and 
permanent relict of the general distress, isa question paramount 
to all others; and that nothing can accomplish this great and im- 
portant object but such a revision of our present laws ag shall 
tend to the adoption of a monetary system adequate to the wants 
of this great commercial community.” 

This report, together with a petition to Parliainent, embras- 
ing its principles, was adopted by the meeting without opposi. 
ton. 

These opinions of the political writers and enlightened statos- 
men in England, of all parties, show the condition of the bank- 
ing and paper money system inthatcountry. ‘Phey prove that, 
by universal sentiment, it is regarded as the fruitiu) source of 
all those ruinous revulsiensin trade and manufacturi That 
there is xo confidence in the fitness or sufety of the Bank of 
Bogland as a “regulator? of the paper currency. 
remedy for the disorder which they propose. is ta de 
regulator ofall power over the currency——to take from it the pre: 
rogative ofissuing notes. And, by recent intelligence, it is said, 
that a proposition to that effect is soon to be brought before Pay 
liament. Sir, Jet the people of the United States seriously re- 
fleet on these facts. We have borrowed our banking system 
from England; and at the very time that the people there are con- 
vinced that the sysiem is so bad, chat if it waa generally known 
to be “the cause of the evils which flow from it, it would be im- 
possible to perpetuate it six months longer wishout producinga 
rebellion,” a powerful party are striving to establish a Nationa 
Bank as a remedy for the evils here, which there are charged 
upon a similar institution. To remedy the evils of our system, 
i: is proposed to establish a National Bank to “regulate? the 
currency; ‘and, asa remedy for the evils of a similar system 
there, it is proposed to deprive their National Bank of all power 
over the currency. If the enlightened men in England are not 
entirely mistaken as to the workings of their own system, then 
surely there must be “some remarkable crrors prevailing in 
this country as to the mode of maintaining the value of paper mo- 
ney,” as well asin England. 

Sir, from this hasty view of the present condition of our bank- 
ing system, and brief examination of its principles, is it not 
apparent, that it would be neither wise nor prudent for this 
Government to renew its connection withit? The separation 
has been effected by the banks, and shall we seek for a re 
union? Shall we again connect odr finances v th a system 
which has twice been tried and failed; whieh su s them to 
ail the embarrassments, fluctuations, and wneertamtiesthat be- 
long tofand are ingeperable toit? Shall wejconnect the destir 
of this youthful Republic, with a system, the recently failure 
of which, has deranged the concerns of the Government and 
the country—a system over. which we have no control, which 
is now on a rapid downward course—which, ftom the deierio- 
ration of its principles, must in all human probability, unless 
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speedily and radically reformed, soon experience its last, its 
final catastrophe? : ie 

Mr. President: Lam aware that I have already occupied too 
much of the time of the Senate, yet I cannot close without mè» 
king a few remarks on the present condition of the currency 
of thecountry. All admit that our currency isin a very dis- 
jointed and disordered etate; but it must not be supposed that 
the derangement of it originated in May last, from the failure ` 
of the banks; that was only the last stage, (if indeed we have 
reached the last stage) of the disease. Tis derangement has 
been goingon for some years, and rapidly since November 
1834, when the banks ofthe United States commenced a rapid 
expansion, in which all the other banks followed; and this ex- 
pansion went on unchecked, until some months previous to the 
explosion last May. ; * 

The disordered state of our currency, and the deplorable 
consequences of it upon all interests and all classes, are ques- 
tions about which there is no controversy; the only difference 
of opinion is, as to the causes of this disorder, andthe remedy 
forit. By one portion ofour cit , it is considered as the 
natural result of our unregulated banking and paper system; 
and by another, itis boldtyand confidently charged upon the 
measures of the late Administration. Thisis a question of the 
highest importance: it is necessary to investigate the origin 
and cause of the difficulty, in order to prescribea remedy. The 
skill of the physician, and the success of his prescriptions, de- 
pend on his investigating the truc cause of the disease. A super- 
ficial examination will not answer. Ne must not be content 


in their headlong carreer, i 
which have ensued. Is thi s e 
us take a parallel case to illustrate it. 

of the country, temperance -societies, which, f helieve; have 
done much good. Some of then: aim at total abstinence from’ 
all strong drinks; others at abstinence in a more limited sense, 
Their efforts have succeeded to a certain. extent, butto make- 
the cases more parallel, Jet.us. suppose shat their: laudable 8-5, 
extions had entirely failed, and that intemperance had increased 
rather than decreased since these societies were formed. Accord: 
ing to the teasoning applied to the cutrency; these. societies are 
responsible for this increase of intemperance; they. are the cause 
of it; they have been trying “experiments” with temperance, 
they have been “tampering?” with -it' If they had‘ not inter- 
fered with it, if they had ‘not attempted to.restrain this beastly 
vice, it would have prevailed jess. Their.“experiments” on 
- sobriety have increased débauchery; and if a worthless sot is 
seen drunk in the streets, you must reproach the ‘temperance `: 
societies, and. say to them, behold the glorious results of. your, 
experiments, and tampering with temperance. ; 

- Such is the absurdity of that reasoning by which many of 
the people of this country have been deceived and deluded 
into the belief that it was the measures of the Admitistration 
which blew up the paper bubble so that it has burst. an 

There is no escape from this view of the subject, unless it be 
contended that the increase of specie has. been the cause of the 
paper expansion. And such has been the infatuation, that as 
some who have been the most rabid in relation to paper mo- 
ney, have maintained a proposition so. preposterous. It would 
be trifling with the common sense ofthe country..to discuss: 
such a question. I will, however, give the opinions of, two dis~.: 
tinguished men on this point; who ought. to be’good author! ity. 
with the bank party, as they were the advocates of a National.’ 
Bank; and their opinions are taken from the very-reports out-of: ; 
which the first and second National Bank originated... In hi 
report recommending the first bank, in 1790, Alexander Hamil 
ten says: i ee vo eae Ee 

“But the lastand heaviest charge is still, to be examined: thi i 
is, that banks tend to banish the gold and silver of the country. 

“The most. common answer given to. this He, that the thing". 
supposed is of little or no. consequence; that it is immaterial: ` 
what serves the purpose of money, whether paper, or gold, or 
ailvor; that the effect of both on industry is thesame. o i, 

“This answer is not destitute of solidity, although not entirely ` 
satisfactory. The positive and permanent increase of the pre.. 
cious metals in a country, can hardly evor bea matter ofindif- 
ference. As the commodity taken in lieu of every other, 
isa species of the most effective wealth, as the money of the 
world, itis of great concern to the State thatit possess a, suffi- 
ciency ee to face any demands which the protection of its ex- 
ternal interests may create.” 

i In his currency report in December, 1815, Mr. Secretary Dal- . 
as says: ; J 

“Butit is within the scope ofa wise policy to create añ addi... 
tional demand for coin, and in that way to multiply the induce- 
ments toimportand retain the metals of which it ia composed. 
For instance: the excessive issue of bank paper has usurped the 
place of the national money; and under such cir¢umstancer, 
gold and silver will always continue to be treated as an article © 
of merchandise; but. itis hoped that ‘the issue: of bank paper 
will soon be redueed to its just share inthe circulating medium i. 
of the country, and consequently that the :coin. of the United, 
States will receive its legitimate capacity and character, aniisi 

“And. finally, such. regulations may be imposed apon,the 
exportation oF gold and silver, as will serve'in future to fix 
and retain the quantity required for domestic uses.?* ‘. 

The measures for increasing the metallic currency consisted 
of the act of 1834, raising the standard of gold coin; in importing 
gold for French and Neapolitan indemnities; and the laws for 
increasing the operations of the Mint, and establishing branch 
Mints. These measures have been eminently successful, and 
increased the specie in the country from twenty-two millions 
to more than eighty millions of dollars. i i 
_ We have noticed. the only measures of the late Administra-. 
tion designed to operate on the currency, and to improve its 
soundness; or, to. use the language of some, to give the country : 
a “better currency.” But there have been other measures, 
which are alleged to have had an injurious operation on the |; 
bank note cnrrency. ‘The principal of these are the refusal to. 
recharter the United States Bank, aud the removal of ihe re- 
venues from that institution to the State banks. I will submit 
a few remarks on each of these measures, In regard to the 
first, it is a sufficient answer to say, that although the bank was , 
not rechartered by Congress, it, unfortunately for the country, | 
obtained a charter from Pennsylvania; and it was declared by 
its president that it was “safer and sironger’’ under iis new 
charter than it had everbeen, This was thought, at the lime,’ 
to bea mere act of boasting on the part of the president; but 


with looking at the tongue, and feeling ofthe pulse; but he must 
go baek tothe first symptoms, and must inqnire into the consti- 
indon 


and habits of the patient. 'Dhisis equally necessary in 
ating the causes of the disorders of our currency. And 
step in this inquiry is, to understand what our cur- 
rency is. To talk about any subject without definite and pre- 
cise ideas, as to what the subject is, is merely to handy words. 

The wort “currency” sounds well to the ear. It isa very 
soft and sonorous term, but one to which very different ideas 
are attached, Jt is a term having no constitutional or legal 
meaning, for it is not in the Constitution, and I believe can 
hardly be found in any of our laws. The currency erpe coun- 
try has for several years been a most fruitful subject for decla: 
mation, here and elsewhere, by those who seem very careful 
uot to inform us what they mean by currency, I have heard 
many eloquentand powerful speeches on the subject of the 
currency from the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. WEB- 
STER.) He has had much to say about the power and duty of 
this Government in regard to the currency, about the neglect 
to exercise that power and discharge that high and responsible 
duty; and, although no man uses language more clear, per- 
spicuous, and forcible, to convey his ideas, still, after all I 
havo heard from him, I do uot know that 1 understand what 
his opinions are on this subject. Fshould not dare to under- 
trke to state them, for fear I should be charged with misrepre- 
senting them. I have reason to believe that he has some 

cular notions on (his subject, or as to the power and duty of 
Government in relation to the currency. T have reason to 
believe that he is the author of those modern doctrines in regard 
to the currency, which, instead of tending to enlighten and s:t- 
tle the public mind, have only coutributed to Involve it in 
greater uncertainty and confusion. Now, sir, ifthe gentleman 
would only be rò good as to inform us what he means by 
curreney, we can judge much better in respeet to the powers 
and dailies of Congress in relation to it We can then decide 
much better on the question as to the cause of the disorders he 
so forcibly describes, and the remedy for those disorders, 

Whatare we to understand by the currency of the country? 
Gold and silver are only coustitutional currency. Some- 
thing more than thisis embraced in theterm. And what more? 
It isnot a legal currency that is spoken of. It must, thén, be 
& currency in fact or an actual currency. And whatare we to 
understand is the acinal currency in the United States? Does 
it embrace bills of exchange, promissory notes, and other mer- 
cantile paper? Is it the duty of Congress to take care of these? 
or is it limited to the notes or bills issued by banks? I shall 
assume that this is. what is intended. The currency, then, of 
the country consists of gold and silver and the issues of the 
State banks, as we have now no National Bank. This is the 
currency; and which portion of it is disordered, the coin or the 
paper? eis not, J believe, contended that the coin is depre- 
ciated or disordered, but it is, or has been, maintained that 
the increase of the coin has contributed to derange the paper 
currency; but itis the bank note currency which is in disorder 
and depreciated. 

We o now something tangible, and can enter upon the 
inquiry into the canses which have tended to the disorder of 
the bank note currency. H has been, and is claimed, that this 
is chargeable upon the measures of the late Administration, 
whith itia asserted, has been ing “experiments” and “tam- 
pering” with the currency. ‘Those charges, first coming from 
the great bank autocrat, have been repeated and enlarged upon 
by the bank orators in Congress; from wheuce they have spread 
overe country, and rung ten thousand changes through the 
bank presses. These charges have been made with such 
holdnexs and confidence, and have been so often repeated here, 
aud elsewhere, that a large portion of the people no doubt 
honestly believe them. 

But are they true? I do not hesitate to say, that they are not; 
they have not even the shadow of foundation on which to rest; 
that they are wholly unsupported, and absurd upon their very 
face; for this simple, yet Conclusive reason, that this Govern- 
ment bas no power over the State hanks, or the currency which 
they supply. 

But what were the measures or “experiments,” ifthat language 
is preferred,of the late Administration in relation to the currency? 
The only measures designed to operate én the currency, were 
two; the one te increase”the specie, and the other throngh the 
revenue to induce the deposite banks to diminish their papere 
issues, and discontinue the issue of smallbills: And which of 
these, or was it the united influence of the two, that has de- 
ranged the bank note currency? ‘t's decide this question, we 
must inquire what has been, and is the difficulty with the banks? 
The difficuity is, that they have extended their vans and their 
issues top much. This is not, and cannot be denied. Rut the 
policy of the Administration was to diminish their issues, and 
Increase the specie in the country, which might form a basis for 
their issues. How then can it be said, that this policy of the 
Administration conduced to the disorder of the bank paper 
Currency? Qne of these measures, the increase of specie 
succeeded; the other, the diminution of paper, did not suc- 
ceed. But the Administration had no power over. that sub- 
ject; it could not control the State banks; it did not attempt to 


Bat itis al oged that the refusal to récharter ‘this incorpora- 


u a nce! 
With the exception of five or six years; yet there has-been 

ing this whole period, a constant increase of State institutio! 
Facts are of some little importance in this matters andy 
are they? When the first United States Bank was establis 
1791, there were but four State banks, with acapital ofa 
over two millions; this appears. from the report Ofte 

Hamilton. In 1811, when the charter of that- bank 
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there were eighty nine State banks, with a capital of $2,601.60 
conars anda circulation of 28,060,000 dole in 1a Aes 
the iate Bank of the Ugited States was indoryiorated, there were 
two hundred and forty-six banks, with a capital of 89,822,422 
dellara, anda circulation of 68,000,000 dollars; and.on the lst of 
éanuary, 1836, two months before the charter of that bank ex- 
pired, there were five hundred and fifty-seven banks in the 
United States, with a capital of 251,875,292 deliars, and a eireu- 
lation of 140,019,000 dollars. Such has been the restraining in- 
flueace of a National Bank upon the aiowth of State banks. 

But how hasit been in England, where there is a National 
Bank ef vastly move capital and power? In 1826, Parliament 
authorized the establishinent of joint stock banks, and from that 
time to December, 1835, there had been established but sixty- 
four banks, during a period of nearly ten years; bat from the 
first of December, 1835, t0 the last of November, 1836, only about 
eleven months, forty-two joint stock banks were established, 
with an average of from four to six branches each, making, in 
reality, two hundred banks in eleven months. What a re- 
straining influence the Bank of England must have had! This 
was the period during which the Bank of England was rapidiy 
expanding its circulation, which Was the principal cause of the 
increase of the joint stock banks, by stimulating and creating a 
factitious demand for bank facilities, and by adding sc greatly to 
the profits of banking. The same has been the case here. 
When the Bank ofthe United States has expanded the currency, 
and given great activity and great profits to banking operations, 
then the State banks have sprung up like mushrooms all over 
the country, This was the case during the years 1835 and 1835, 
and at some former periods. So totally inconsistent with facts 
is the pretension that the refusal to recharter the United States 
Bank isthe cause of the increase of State banks. 

As to the other assumption of the power of a National Bank, 
to restrain and regulate the State banks, I have, in another part 
of my remarks, considered that point. It is as unfounded as 
the other; itis & delusion, which has been given tp in England, 
and must be here, or the evils of our Wretched paper system 
will goon increasing until it results in a terrible catastrophe, 
similar to that which overwhelmed France, by the “well regu- 
Jated’’ credit system of John Law. 

À single word, sir, as to the removal of the revenues from 
the United States Bank, and placing them in the State institu- 
tions. That the connection of the Treasury with banks tends 
to increase the irregularity of tié action, and to promote, rather 
than check, those expansions aod contractions which are so 
ruinous to the Government and the country, T fully admit; 
that the depositesin the State banks sinse 1854 have contributed 
to the expansion which həs taken place, I also admit. It 
is on these grounds that we defend the present bill; we wish to 
avoid such evils in future, But these concessions do net prove 
that the removal of the revenue from the United States Bank 
and its branches have caused the expansion and derangement 
in the banks, unless it can be made out that these revenues in 
the United States Bank and its branches would not have pro- 
duced the same result. Would not the Bank of the United 
States have digcounted upon the public deposites, in the same 
manner as the State banks diak Did they not do this as long 
as they received ihe public revenues? These questions must 
be answered in the affirmative. Andis there any reason to be- 
lieve that the United States Bank and its branches would have 
discounted less upon the deposites than the State banks did? 
Did not that bank, without the public funds, take thë lead in the 
expansion during the years 1825 and 1836? That it did, cannot 
be denied. It increased its discounts from December, 1834, to 
July, 1835, nearly twenty millions of dolars, and so extended 
its credit, that it is now less able or less willing to feswne than 


any of the solvent State hanks. There are fo grounds, there- 
fore, for the assumption, that the public revenues being depo- 


sited fn the State banks caused an expansion, more than would 
have taken place if they had been in the Bank of the United 
States. The only way to have prevented their influence in 
stimulating an eXpansion, was to have withdrawn them from 
all banks, both State and National. 

Sir, the deposite act of 1836 has been regarded as one of the 
causes of the derangement af the currency. This, however, 
couid not have caused the expansion, as that had occurred be- 
fore. Tt no doubt increased the embarrassmente of ilie banks: 
but whatever its influence may haye besi, it was not an Admi- 
nistration measure; it was a measure of the Opposition, pro- 
posed and voted fór by every Opposition member of Congress. 

The Treašury crder has also been charged as one of the 
causes which has contributed to the disorders in ovr monetary 
affairs. So much has been said on this, I Will not dwell upon 
it. Its influence must have bech iemporary aud limited. If it 
drew two or three miiliéns of specie from the Eastern States to 
the Western, it nattirally and necessarily forced its way back 
in the regular course of trade. Specie, like water, wiil find its 
level, ùnd go where itis wanted. Ifthe Goverunient brings spe- 
cie into our seaports, as in the cage èf the French indemnity, it 
is alleged as a cause of deranging the currency; and if it col- 
lects its dues in specie, and draws it from those points, as is said 
to have been done by the Treasury order, that is a cause of dis- 
turbance tothe currency, But the Bank of the United States 
can import or export specie, or purchase specie at the West to 
the amount of tons, and it has ne disturbing influence on our 
monetary affairs. It is only the transactions of the Government 
that derange the currency, 

Thave now, sir, examined the alleged causes of the derange- 
ment of the paper currency, and proceed to submit a few re- 
marks on what F consider the truecauses. The main cause is 
eur wretched banking and paper credit system, the irregular 
action of which, its expansionsand contractions, are as much a 
part ofthe system, and as inseparable from tt, as are the ebb 
and flood tides part of the laws which act upon the ocean. 
Where the currency of a country has no other foundation than 
credit, and at the same time is inseparably counected with pri- 
vate credit, and both expand and contract tegether, to seek for 
causes independent of the system itself, would-be not only as 
‘anphilosophical, but show as little commen sense, as to attempt 
to explain the particular motions of a piece of machinery with- 
out reference to the construction and principles of it. 

Currency, whether metallic or paper, is governed by general 
aud fixed laws. A metallic currency has its principles, and is 
yegulated by the greatand universal Jaw of demand and supply 
Paper money, resting on the credit of the State, has its laws, and 
a currency supplied by banks has its primary law, which con- 
trots it, and that is, the action of the banks, or the | working of 
the machine which supplies it, which throws it into circula- 
tion, and withdraws it from circulation. When this machine 
works irregularly, as is the case with our banking system, the 

currency must be subject to corresponding irregularities. But 
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I have said all TF intended to say on this branch of the subject in 
another part of my remarks. 

The defects of the banking systém aré thé primary and 
essential cause of all the disorders which have exisied in our 
monetary affairs for the last two years. But there is a secon- 
dary cause, which has given greater irregularity to the system; 
and that is, the connection of the subject of banking and cur- 
rency with the party politics of the day. This unholy and 
fatal alliance originated in the struggles of the Bank of the 
United States to svcure the renewal of its charter. it connected 
its interests with thóse of a great political. party, and their 
combined eflorts—one aiming at political power, and the other 
atthe monopoly and contro! of the moneyed power—have not 
only kept the country in a consiant state sf agitation and 
im, but have grossiy perverted the public sentiment in 
every thing connecied with banking and currency. If Horsley 
Palmer attributed the disorders in the paper currency of 
Engiand to the “remarkable errors” which prevailed on the 
subject, the pernicious and fatal opinions whith bave been ad- 
vanced and propagated here must have éxerted a powerful 
and almost ir ae influence in blowing up the vast bubble 
of a credit currency. The Bank of the United States has not 
oniy been the chieftemple to the paper divinity, but a sort of 
financial college, where the manufacture of rag money and ab- 
surd financial dogmas has been carried on with equal suc- 
cess. hese dogmas have ordinarily been circulated thro 
the official crgan of the bank; hut when it was deemed neces. 
sary to give to them a more imposing effect, they have been 
promulgated by letters missive to certain distinguished indi- 
viduals, such as ex-Presidents of the United States At one 
time we are told that the great evil of the paper system is its 
constant tendency to over-issues and ta stimulate over-trading; 
then itis asserteil that theré is no such thing as over-trading; 
that it is language which has no meaning. One day it is the 
importation of specie which has disturbed the currency, then 
it is the withdrawiug of specie by the Treasury circular. The 
precious metals have been. heid up to ridicule and called a 


-*humbug;” the country, it hás heen declared, was better with- 


out specie than with it, and the banks stronger without it; the 
exporiation of specie encouraged and treated as a biessing, and 
its importation as a curse; but the leading and fundamental 
dogma of the paper money party has been, that crepiT was 
the only sotirce of all wealth, of all industry; that the nation 
was indebted to it for its grear public works; that all private 
enterprise depended upon it, and was sustained by it. Credit 
has been exalted and magnified; ithas been regarded as being 
in ilself property and capital, andthe great and active ele- 
ment of public and private prosperity. 

When the psop to believe that credit is capiral, 
and the only eleme valth, can it be surprising that the 
credit bubble has been so biown up thatit has burst? 

And what hasbeen the effect of such sentiments as these, 
not only on the action of the banks, buton the legislation of the 
States? Hasit not been the principal cause of the unprece- 
dented multiplication of banks in aii parts. ef the country? In 
every State where the bank party have had the ascendency, 
and these opinions have hada controlling influence, banks have 
sprung up, until theirrag money has become a perfect nui- 
sance, and like the frogs of Egypt found its way into the knead- 
ing troughs of the people. An. inStates where the bank party 
were not a majority, they havé often dccOmplished their object, 
by uniting witha smali minority of the professed friends o/ the 
Administration, in obtaining bank charters. Since 1830, more 
than one hundred millions of bank capital has been created in 
eight States, ail in opposition totheAdministration during most of 
this time, exceptone. These Siatesare, Massachusetts, which has 
increase. its bank capital twenty millions; Vermont, ever ofe 
million; Maryland, about two millions; South Carelina, over 
three mi ; Louisiana, twenty-eight millicns; Kentucky, 
over thie iens; Tennessee, four or five millions; and Penn- 
syivania, about forty millions, consisting principally of the 
pital ofthe United Siaies Bank, the recharter of which was 
ted by the opponents of the Administration, and a few pre- 
ten:ied Democrats, whose votes were obtained, Tg not under- 
take to say hot, or by what means, 

: sition have this been blowing un the credit 
iation in every State Y e they had the 
Haminoriy into a majority by moneyed. 
ntly charging the inflation of 
von and i Wih 


modern times the d 
poinung, wi e l 
bowels of the earth: Bwt these Qiscoveries, had they suc- 
ceeded, would have been cast into the shade by the great inven- 
tion of the present day of commuting credit into capital. By 
this wonderful discovery fortunes can be made in an hour, and 
the next, vanish “ike the baseless fabric of a vision.” 

Mr. President, Ihave buta word to say as to the remedy for 
the disorders of our paper currency. To peintout the cause is 
to suggest the remedy, which is a roat and branch reform of 
the banking system—to take from it, or effectually restrain, 
the power it has usurped frem the States of issuing or coining 
paper money, which has superseded the legal currency. This 
can be done, in part, by a restriction in the Issue of small notes, 
but must be mainly etfected by forcing the system back io its 
original principles, and requiring Its capital, or at least one-third 
part of it, to be held in specie, as the basis of the currency the 
banks issue as a substitute for it. Nothing short of this can 
give soundness or stability to a paper currency. This counects 
it with specie, and imparts to il, in some Qegree, the character 
of specie. So far as it possesses the attributes of coin, it will be 
governed by the same laws. , 

‘The reform of the banking system is the only effectual re- 
medy for evils springing from that system. Whether the Fe- 
deral Government has power to regulate ihe paper currency is 
a question easily decided. Can Congress teiorm the State 
banks? [fit can,it has the power, and itis its duty, to take 
care of the entire currency of the country. Does the Senator 
from Massachusetts contend for thìs? Does he believe this Go- 
vernment has the power to control corporations created by the 
States? fhe does, then he is perfectly right in insisting that 
this Government has the power, and that it is its duty, fe pro- 
vide and secure to the whole country & sound paper Currency. 
If he does not believe this, then all his eloquence and all his 
reasoning, goes for nothing; it is only as sounding braes and a 
tinkling cymbal. 

But, believing that 
State banks, I believe 


this Government has no power over the 
that it has no power to regulate, in any 


efiectual manner, the paper currency; and, in my opinion, no- 
thing can have a. more pernicious effect, or “be more directly. 
calculated to prolong the existing disorders, than’ to give to the 
public mind a false. direction, and to keep ‘up the unfortunate 
delusion which prevails, that this Government can, and ought 
to apply a remedy to. the existing evils in our monetary äi 

Sir, it is a celusion—a fatal delusion; the evil has m igi: ` 
nated from our legislation, and it. cannot be corrected here 
We have not the power to do it; and if we had, 1 very 
doubt whether we could exercise it. If split into twenty-six.” 
parts, the banks are too strong for the States, united, they would: 
be too strong for Congress. It is our first and highest duty to 
leave this subject where the Cousticution has left it—with the 
States and the people; andthe only thing we can do is to sêpa- 
rate this Government from the banking sysiem, that our con- 
nection with it may not be an obstacle to a reformation by 
those whoalone have the right and the power. The bill before 
us will accompiish this object, and that, in my judgment, is 
one strong recommendation of it. g 

But is said we want a general paper medium, which shall be 


|} ofequai value in all parts ofthe Union. The advantages of this, 


. would be little o¢casion for a national paper circulation. 


if we had the power to supply it, are much less than is generally 
considered. As long as we have eighty millions of coin, and fit- 
teen millions of it in gold, if the local banks were what they 
ought to be, iftheir bills actually represented specie, and were 
bona fide convertible into specte, as necessity required, thero 
would be our national currency, and convenient fer travelling 
and all ordinary purposes. Asto exchange and all commercial 
transactions, these depend on trade, which always supplies its 
own facilities. A national paper medium never has been. used, 
and never ¢an be, to any extent, as a remittance in commercial 
transactions. The exchange between one place and another 
depends on the course of trade, and cannot be regulated by ana- 
tional currency. If the balance of trade is against New Or- 
jeans, andin favor of New York, exchange will be against the 
former city, and this cannot be prevented or corrected by a na- ~ 
tional currency of any description, but must be ecrusiet by the 
course of trade; by bringing up the balance, and thus restoring 
the rate of exchange. This procéss is now going on, and ex- 


` change is regulating itself, by the natural laws-of trade, much ~ 


better than it could be done by any artificial agency of a Nationak 
Bank. 

Mr. President, [have now gone through with the several divi- 
sions ef this subject, and have but a few words to say in con- 
clusion. ` 

It 1s said that this measure is unpopular; that the country is 
against it. This] am not prepared to believe. Ttiat there is a 
sirong. a pewoerful, opposition to the measure, Tam very sensi. 
bie. I know the character of this opposition, and the sources of 
its power. It consists of a political party united with the mo- 
neyed power of the country. It combines the various special 
interesis which are supposed to be injurieusly affected by the 
measure: of these the banking interest is the principal, and the 
most subtie and active. Theres arrayed against this measure 
the power and influence of eight hundred banks, with their eight 
thousand Cirectors, and their hundred thousand stockholders, 
debtors, expectants and dependants. Those engaged in trade 
and manufacturing who ate dependant on banks, and who ex- 
pect that they can obiain greater facilities of credit, in conse- 
quence of the use of the public money by the banks, arealsoop- 
posed to this bill. Am impression prevails, founded in error, b 
think, that it Would be injurious to the banks. . But, sir, Ido not 
think the time has yet arrived when the. banks constitute the 
people. Whether ihese classes which are arrayed against this 
measure, are more numerous than its fends, me. must deter- 
mine; but one thing is certain, hey are more vigilant, more active, 
and more zotsy, The classes enjoying specia! privileges,are at- 
ways united, always on the alert, and prepared, not only atthe 
first approach of danger, but even at the suspicionjof an attack, 
upon their monopoly interests, to rally in their deience, and to 
attempt to alarm the public mind about every measure, howe- 
ver just and equitable, that may interfere with their private in- 
terests, which they always represent as the most important and 
sacred interests ef (he Community. But those who neither ern- 
joy nov desire any rights but such as are guarantied by generat 
and possessed in common with the whole people, are less 


and En- 


peculiar interesis, í 
and desperation which can only proteed.from a consciousness 
that the measure is just and rightin liself, but opposed to their 
interesis. , P 

Sir, do we not see these principles illustrated on the present 
occasion? Whence-come the violent hostility and the fierce 
and neisy denunciations against the measure under considera- 
tion—a measure interfering with no private interests or pur- 
suits, containing no tarif or ant-tarif principle, no restriction 
on commerce, ho principle of taxation, throwing no obstacle in 
the path of indivicual enterprise, and no burden on any portion 
of the people? Wow is it, sir, that euch a measure should be 
assailed with a spirit of violence and ferocity almost unexam- 
pled, and that it should be threatened with open resistance, 
should it become a jaw? And so bold and audacious is this 
spirit, that, ata recent public meeting in the great commercial 
emporium of the country, it was deciared that the banks and 
the merchants wanted the moneys of the Government and 
they would have them; and that, if Congress dared to carry 
out this measure, it would become necessary to drive the Goths 
from the Capitol. Such is the audacious spiris sir, with which 
the interested classes assail a measure resting on the great: prin- 
ciples of common Justice. . se $ 
Such are the selfish sources of the violent opposition to this 
pill, and such the evidences of its unpopularity, of which we 
hear so much. But let gentlemen not. deceive themselves. 
This isnoia question of a day, or a year, but one which will 
continue to interest the public attention untir it is understood 
and its merits appreciated. The real people have not yet 
moved: they have not yet been aroused. Sir, I know the 
true character of the opposition tu this measure, and its source 
and origin. H springs from that polluted fountain of private 
interest—-from the union of the two strongest passions of the 
human heart, the love of money and the love cf power: it 
comes, sir, from the fell spirit of monopoly—that spirit which, 
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whether it springs from a monopoly interest of a monopoly 
class, isthesame. It is that rapacious spirit described by the 
elder. Adams: and no one understood the true character ofa 
puree-proud, grasping oligareby better chan he did. Hedes 
cldved that the wealthy families, which are “now united and 
bound together by die banking system, would either rule or 
ruin thecountry ; that they would do this ag certainly in a re- 
presentative democracy as in a hereditary aristocracy; that 
if they could not obtain power in any other way, they 
wonld possess themselves of. it by bribery aad corruption: 
aot AP that failed, then by. sedition or “rebellion, and, if 
possthle, would annihilate heaven and earth, rather rhan 
fal in carrying their point. Fs this pred.cuian, male half 
a century ago, about tw be. tulfilled? Are the right 
penspects of this youthful Republic to be durkeued, and Hs 
utherto growing liberties to languish a d die, from the p 
lennal breath of corruption? fn all ages and in all coun 
this rapacious spirit has been the same. IC was deprecated by 
Adam Smith, the friend and philosopher of merchants and 
bankers. He declared, that of all civil rate that ot mianepo- 
lizing traders anl baukera was the mostinsalentand oppres: 

We all know the rapaciry and tyraiay of she menopaiziag 
oligarchy of traders in Venice; and the history ofancient Rome 
aflordy a more remarkable example of the insolence aud ap. 
pressions of that spirit which springa from the concentration of 
wealth and political privileges in the same hands, ‘This wes 
the groundwork of the atlatocraey. uf Rome, and the fruitu] 
source of those desperate struggles, those fierce contentions, 
that for centuries agitated that Republic, aud which terminaicd 
in civil wars, aad the overthrow of its liveries. hopelled by 
the determination to rule or roin the Patricians, heated by the 
Pontifox Mayimus, fram the Perum, the very temple af liberty, 
rushed vielentiy upon the tribunes of the people: am) this pe- 
rished the Jast ofthe Gracchi, the descendasts of the iliustrious 
Scipio; and with them perished, be thousand of the: 
common poople of Rome. This w 
after the establishment of the Re 
Roman citizens, But this shiughi 
canon people of Rome, did nat go unaveueed: nam ther 
bloed sprang Manas Jess distiguished for conqueri the 
Cimbri, tban for bumbling the proudspirit of the aristoctacy of 
Rame-—Marins, the avenger ef the peoples wre aud terrible 
nt Vengeance, Which drenched the streets of Rome in 
san blood, 

Shall we not be admonished by the | 
shall we go on encouraging this mar 210g, rapacious spuri! t 
Shall we yiold to dt on the present occasion, whea H insolently 
demands the public money tor private uses, or shall we resist 
1? Bin it will be resisted, Yebuked, humbled. F have full conti 

ence inthe great mass of the people, the producing and labor- 
ing chess 'Phey ato often slow to ndersGend their righi, 
and to perceive approaching danger; th y are pacient ander 
wrongs, and not easily aroused; but there isa point of forbear: 
ance, beyond which they will not gor and when we have reached 
that puin they will be aroused, ‘They Will core, whenen the 
mon of Bunker Hilt came, from their farma, plantations snd 
workshops} tirowing down their seythex and proving bonka, 
and the implements of their trades; they will come tathe rescue, 
vot da tumult and disorder, per dike an army with banners, 
clothed with wrath and terror, but animated by a Jore af prin 
ciple, and stimulated by a sense of benzer awt duiyi diey will 
speak, patda a voice of thumte ang terror 10 the hoars a 
their opponents, but in tho smal, stiit vider ot jostyera 
voiee will by heard, and tusi Be obeyed, 

Tapoloyise, Mi, Presteer far h 
Jone said thsak Hran for diene stt 
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MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CASE, 


SPEECH OF MR. BRONSON, 
Or New York, 
In the House of Representatives, January 29, 1838—~ 
Upon the Mississippi election, 

Mr. BRONSON rose and said: 

Mr, Speaker: If 1 was differently sitvated than 
Tam ip relation to this question, 1 misht perhaps 
content myself with giving a silent vate, and per- 
mitting the discussion to be cugressed hy abler 
heads than mine ; but having been one of the Com- 
mittee of Elections who made the report at the last 
session in favor of the sitting members, and who 
advocated the resolution reported by that commit- 
tee, and being stil one of the same committee, | 
feel it to be due to myself and the subject, that | 
should give some reasons for the opinions which I 
entertain, and which have, and will continue to 
influence my vote on this subject. Conscious of 
my own inability to do entire jusuce to a subject 
of such magnitude, I can only hope that I may not 
darken counsel, and that the litle which I may 
say may perhaps shed at least une ray of light 
upon a subject where truth and justice are so desi- 
rable. The positions assumed by the claimants to 
the seats of the sitting members, and the views 
which they eatertain, as expressed in the very able 
speech of one of them, seem to require at the hands 
of the committee some notice, and, if we are able 
to give it, some satisfactory answer. 

With those who have been taken eaptive by the 
burning zeal, brilliant eloquence, and varied ta- 
lent of the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. Pren- 
tiss) it will, Tanraware, be aherculean labor to con- 
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iississippi Election—-Mr. Bronson. 
vince them that hisarguments are not sound, or his 
positions tenable. I cheerfully pay the passing tri. 
bunte of admiration to the talent and: eloquence dis- 
played by that genileman, and which was only 
equalled by the gallant bearing and knightly. man- 
ner in which he has thrown the glove, and done his 
devoirs on behalf of his “lady Jove, the State ol 
Mississippi.” : 

And here, Mr. Speaker, let me call the attention 
of the House to one position assumed by that gen- 
tteman; net, perhaps, of itselfof much consequence, 
bat which was mach pressed at different stages of 
his argument, and therefore. not unworthy of an 
answer. That position was, in substance, ‘that this 
was not an ordinary case of contested election, 
where the gnestion merely was whether A or B 
should representa State or district, but that it was 
a vase in which the right of representation was es- 
sentially involved; in which the honor and dignity 
of the Stale was at atake, and which, if decided in 
faver al’ the sitting members, must result in the 
disgrace and dishenor of the State. 

Woy, sir, bean sve no propriety in such a view 
or the case, F can see notliug to distinguish it 
from many and most other cases of contested elec- 
ton, "Eis House have not deprived Mississppi 
eC her representation on this floor; on the contra- 
ty we have carefully guarded those rights. She now 
has, and has ever had, in this Congress, her full 
representaion; and the question as in all other 
cases, at this moment, is, not whether she shall be 
sented, but which twoot the four claimants 
which she has sent here shall have the honor of re- 
presenting her. 

Sir, was there ever a ease of a person claiming 
aseatin this House, who did not base his claims 
upon the allegation that a majority of his consti- 
tueney had sent bim here, and that by the will of 
the peaple, he was justly entitled to his seat, and 
might not all claimants in such cases say? that if 
this Tlouse decided against them, that we thus set 
at nought the will ef the people, and virtually 
clect dee representatives for them, 

Mississippi has sent us four members, she her- 
self only chdming two seats, and we are now 
anxiensdy, ahd f trust honestly, endeavoring to 
aseesuon Which ef the four, or whether either of 
(hem, are entitet to the iwo seats; and however 
that decision may be, E cannet conceive how it 
io peaches the honor or integrity of Mississippi, or 
in any way diseraces her, God forbid that one 
single spot or blemish, one iota of dishonor, should, 
by this House be cast upon thal younger and bith- 
eto unspotted sister of our Confederacy. No, 
sin, Hos afterall a question, not as to the right of 
Tepresentationg but as to the persons thatshall ex- 
ercise ihal rizi H the sitting members are le- 
gully and co wonaliy elected, and if this 
Hows should decide apainst their right to retain 
their seats, they may with the same propriety say 
that, by sach a decision, the State of Mississippi 
ja disgraced, and her honor tarnished. 

L dong, therefore, that this question assumes any 
form roanatenally different from that of all other 
contested vieettuns. fa this, as in many or most 
others, grave and intmreate constintional questions 
are davelied, which must be judicially decided by 
this House, and, is the decision of which, no impu- 
tauon of dishonor attaches to the constituents who 
iwo ected by the decision. 

A word more as to some of the gorgeous drapery 
that was thrown around the argument of the gen- 
teman from Mississippi. He says that rumor has 
whispered that this question is to be decided on 
party grouods, and that Exeentive influence, like 
the sword of Brennus, is to be thrown into the scale 
in behalf of the sitting members, Tregret thatsuch 
suspicions should be entertained in advance, and I 
trust that the gentleman will find that, in this in- 
stance, as iu many others, Madam Rumor will 
to bean arrant liar. To say, however, that 
rejudice will have no influence in the vote 
given on this subject, or to hope that those 
t aud invisible influences which political asso- 
ations and personal friendships throw around the 
hearts and minds of all men, will be entirely dis- 
carded in the decision of this question, would be 


i 


asking or expecting from this House a degree of 


urity which no eartht 
f know our ‘Saviou: 


sion was final and conclusive, and. cannot or 
ought not now be reversed; and the other is, that 
the election of Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson, 
under the proclamation of the Governor in July 
last, was constitutional and legal; and that they 
are, by virtue of that election, members of the 
25th Congress for the whole term. 


In commenting upon these two points, I shall 
notice occasionally the arguments of the gentleman 
from Mississippi, and, for the better arrangement 
of the argument, I will, firstly, eonsider the point 
last mentioned; in other words, I will come out 
from “the castle of Res Judicata,” of which the gen- 
leman so much complains, and give battle to him 
upon the open plain, upon the main proposition; - 
and though unused to intellectual tournaments 
with such gallant knights and able warriors, I will 
venture oue passage at arms in behalf of the cor- 
rectness of the original decision of this House and 
the constitutionality of the election of July; for if I 
doubted the propriety or correctness of that, dedi- 
sion, I should feel very unwilling to shield it now 
under the plea of ‘Ves adjudicata,” 


In debating. this question I will, as far as pos- 
sible, avoid travelling over the ground which was 
occupied by the discussions of the last session, 
though I must necessarily repeat: some things that 
were then advanced. 


In the formation of the Constitution, the first 
great object was to provide a body or agents to whom, 
for the time being, the sovereignty of the people 
should be confided, and in whom the powers of the 
Government should rest:--to provide for the 
perpetual existence of the Government. Che House 
of Representatives being the most immediate, and; 
in some respects, the most important, branch of the 
Government, care was taken in the oulset not only 
to provide for ity formation, but for its complete 
organization and existence al all times, and hence 
the clause in the second section, which provides 
that “when vacances happen in the representation 
from any State, the Txecutive authority thereof 
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.” 
Gentlemen seem to view this matter as though it 
was necessary lo havea full representation from 
every State only during the actual sitting of Con- 
gress, as though there was no necessity of a House 
of Representatives at any other time than during the ` 
regular session, as fixed by the Constitution, while we 
well know that sudden emergencies, and extraordi- 
nary exigencies, may arise, and have arisen, requiring 
the action of Congress at times other than the gene- 
ral sessions; and our whole history shows that itis.a 
body considered to be in perpetual existence, and 
ready to he called to act at any and all times, if 
the public service requires. Such it was meant to 
be by the framers of the Constitution, and. hence 
their anxiety to preserve a full representation, and 
to provide for the filling of all vacanciés in the re- 
presentation from the States. The intent manifest- 
ly was to keep up the succession. to keep the body 
full. Batitis said that a vacancy in the represen- 
tation cannot exist within the meaning of the above - 
clause of the'Constitution, except by:-death, resigna- 
ton, cic. A complex and unheard of meaning is: 
attempted to be given to the word. “representation,” 
and it is said that a vacancy cannot exist in the’: 
representation nntil the office shall have been once. , 
filled—nntil some persons have- been selected. for 
the term in which the vacancy happened, and have.” 
died or resigned. A S o 

Reprezentation, according to` the best: Te 
graphers, is defined as-follows:, Representatiy, 
a collective body; those-acting for other: : 
tation. A aoe 

It is conceded that_on the 4t 
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members of the Twenty-fourth Congress went out | 


of office. Mississippi tten had no members in the 
Twenty-fifth Congress, If she had no members, 
was there nota vacancy? ‘The office existed; that 
is admitted on all hands; it was not filled. Was 
her representation fall? Certainly not: she had 
none. Suppose the Stateof New York had only 
sent thirty-nine members here at the commence- 
ment of this Congress, instead of forty; suppose 
that one of the districts had entirely omitted or for- 
gotten to send a member; would any man doubt 
that there was a vacancy in the representation from 
New York? But, say the gentlemen, there would 
be no vacancy, because there had been no person 
elected to fill that oflice, and the vacancy could not 
happen until there had been an incumbent who had 
died or resigned. Suppose again (for I will put 
extreme cases, to meet extreme cases put by the 
gentleman from  Mississippi)—~suppose a whole 
State had neglected or omitted to elect their mem- 
bers to the Twenty-fifth Congress, would. there be 
no vacancy from that State, and is there no power 
granted hy the Constitution to compel the filling of 
such vacancy? Most assuredly there is. “The 
Executive shall issue writs of election,” &c. It is, 
as the gentleman says, imperative; the Executive 
musi do it. As to the question, whether it must 
fall out by accident, whether a peculiar and techni- 
cal meaning is to be given to the word Happen, I 
shall only refer to the arguments of the lastsession, 
when that matter was fully debated, and, to my 
mind, it was satisfactorily shown that “to happen” 
is equally applicable to things which occur in the 
ordinary and regular course of things, and which 
are foreseen or foreknown, as to things which oc- 
eur out of the ordinary course, and which are not 
foreseen or calculated upon. 

But the gentlerhan says that there is another 
clause in the Constitution, which, although noticed 
by the committee in the report of the last session, 
yet seems afterwards to have been overlooked and 
lost sight of; and he complains that while we hus- 
banded with much care the “ Executive clause,” 
as he terms it, and which I have qnoted above, we 
forgot allogether the “legislative clanse,” i. e. the 
clause in the fourth section of the Constitution, 
which provides that “the times, places, and man- 
ner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 
Legislature thereof;” and that this clause was, in a 
manner, turned out upon the commons, left to go 
a begging; and one would almost suppose that the 
clause had suddenly been rescued from the rubbish 
of ages, after having, for a season, shared the fate 
of the lost tribes of Israel: certainly it seems to be 
hailed with as much pleasure by the gentleman as 
was the prodigal son, on his return. Now I be- 
lieve, sir, that neither the committee or the House 
were unmindful of that clause of the Constitution, 
but that it was duly considered, in connection with 
the others, in the decision of that question at the 
last session. ‘True it is, that not only the power is 
conferred on the State Legislatures of prescribing 
the time, place, and manner of holding elections, 
but it is made their duty. This clause, however, 
refers solely to general elections, and not to special 
elections.—(Vide Hoge’s case, C. E. 153, 154.) 

And here, by the way, I thank the gentleman 
from Mississippi for an admission of a point which 
I alse consider settled by this case, and which, to 
my mind, is very important in the consideration of 
this question; and that is, that the powers conferred 
on the Governor and the Legis!ature of the States, 
are independent and distinct, and not concurrent; 
and, to my mind, this furnishes a strong argument 
to show the propriety of the exercise of this power 
by. the Governor in this case, independently of 
legislative enactments. 


The Constitution having conferred the power on the - 


State Legislatures of choosing the time, place, and 
manner of holding elections, it became. their duty 
so to exercise that power that. the object in view 
should be accomplished; and not to exercise it by 
halves, or in so bungling a manner that their State 
should be only in part represented, or represented 
only a part of the time; and a vacancy may as well 
happen. from the imperfect exercise of that power, 
as [rom death or resignation. Suppose the Le- 
gislature did not exercise the power at all, would 
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their refusal or neglect to act deprive the State of 
a representation. ft seems to mo mosi obvions, 
that if the Legislature either neglected to act atall, 
or if they made such inefficient provision, as only 
half accomplished the object, so that the State was 
wholly or in part without a representation, cr so 
that she would be represented only a part of the time, 
that then, ipso facto, a vacancy happens, and may 
be filled by the Governor’s writ of election. Again, 
suppose by some misiake or Legislative enactment, 
the State law providing for the general elections, 
only related to one district of a State, and the other 
districts were not provided fer—would there not be 
a vacancy? and how is io be filled, except by pro- 
clamation ofthe Governor? Vacancies thus oc- 
curring, appear to me to be such asarecontemplated 
by the clause in the second section. In fact, if 
they are not the whole object of that clanse, as I 
view, it may be. completely frustrated, and the 
House of Representatives virtually annulled by 
the act of the Legislatures of the different States. 

Let me put a case: suppose that all the States, 
like Mississippi, held their elections in Nevember, 
and all had, by legislative enactment, fixed that 
time biennially for their general elections. The re- 
sult would be, that, from the 4th of March to-about 
the Ist of December—nearly nine months—there 
would be no House of Representatives; and if you 
deny to State Executives the right of issuing writs 
of election, there would be no means of forming 
one under the Constitution. Suppose, to carry out 
this case, that in April or May, a war should sud- 
denly break ont on both sides of the Union; to use 
the language of the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, suppose “the candle should be lighted 
at both ends”—Mexico and Canada—with perhaps 
an insurrection in our own borders, the Florida 
war on hand, and an exhausted Treasury, and an 
army not sufficient to cope with 1500 Indians; yet, 
according to the construction attempted to be given 
to the clause in the 2d section of the Constitution, 
there would not only be no House of Representa- 
tives, but no means of procuring one. For six or 
eight months the country might be ravaged by fire 
and sword, and subjected to every evil incident to 
such a state of things, and yet we could have no 
Congress to act in such an emergency. The gene- 
ral elections would not be held till November; and 
according to the doctrine contended. for by tke 
claimants in this case, the Executives of the States 
would have no power of issuing writs of election; 
and we must remain six or eight months in such a 
state of things without relief. The clause confer- 
ring power on the State Legislatures, in the fourth 
secion, would thus be made an instrument to de- 
feat the very object in view, viz: the Keeping un of 
a House of Representatives; and that h was 
intended to preserve, wouid be made an instrument 
to destroy. ‘The doctrine is monstrous, and lea 
to absurdities too glaring to be tolerated. 

I am aware, too, of the extreme cases which 
may be, and are, put on the ether hand; that the 
Executive may, in this way, always supersede the 
general election, and that it makes him or his writ 
paramount to the Jegislative enactment. It is a 
power that may by possibility be abused in those 
States situated as Mississippi; but while the possi- 
bility is that such abuse may happen, the probabi 
lity is strongly to the contrary, as no Governor 
would dare to be guilty of anact of such gross 
usurpation as has been supposed by the cases put 
by the gentleman from Mississippi; and moreover, 
the whole thing is easily and quickly remedied by 
a legislative enactment of the Staite fixing the ume 
of holding elections, previous to {he expiration of 
the current Congress. 

This, in fact, should be donè in all th 
and the propriety of that course is manii 
only for the reasons above shown, but 
fact that most of the States have edopicc 
custom. À . 

T cannot, from all this, resist the conclusion that 
the Governor had the power to issue his writ of 
election to fill the vacancy which existed in the 
representation of: Mississippi in July last, and that 
if his writ was issued, and an election duly held 
under it, the vacancy is thereby filled legally and 
constitutionally; and this brings me te the conside- 
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ration of a point which, to twy mind; has created 
more difficulty than any other point “in the case; 
aud which is, whether this power was exéctited by 
the Executive—whether, in fact, a writ-of-election 
was issued. to fill the vacancy, or whether, :fro 


and totally void from the beginning Ewi 
ever, at this stage of the argument, digress a- Nitrile 
while I notice another pomt, which I supposed had 
been.conceded. by almost all of this House, and 
which, if I understood the committee correctly, 
was unanimously conceded by them; and that “is, 
that the members’ now sitting, if elected at all, 
were members of the entire Congress; that if” the 
vacancy was filled at all, it must, of. necessity, be 
filled for the whole unexpired term. The language 
of the Constitution is, that if a-vacaney happens 
the Governor shalt issue writs of election to. fill 
such vacancies—not to fill a part of them, but ‘to 
fill the vacancies; and he might as well issue a writ 
of election to fill the office for three days or three 
weeks as for three months. If he possesses the 
power to enlarge or abridge the vacancy at all, that 
power is unlimited. 


I notice this point not to go into a discussion of 
it, because it was sufficiently discussed last session; 
is familiar to the minds of all, and, T believe, al- 
most unanimously conceded. I assume it as a fact 
that if the Governer, by his writ, had a right to fill 
the vacancy at all, it must be fer the whole unex- 
pired term; and then the question recurs, did he do 
i? His proclamation or writ was in the following 
language: 


“By Charles Lynch, Governor of the State of Missis- 
sippi, to the Sheriff of ———~ county, greeting: 
“Whereas, the President of the United States has 

convoked Congress to meet on the first Monday of 

September next; and whereas, a vacancy has’ 

occurred in the representation of the State of Mis- 

sissippi in the House of Representatives of the Con- 


| gress of the United States, by the expiration of the 


term of service for which Messrs. Claiberne and 
Gholson were elected: 


£I do therefore issue this writ, authorizing and 
requiring you to hold an election in your county 
on the third Monday and day following in July 
next, for two Representatives. to Congress, to fill 
said vacancy, until superseded by the members ‘to 
be elected at the next regular election on the first 
Monday and day following: in November next; and 
I do moreover enjoin you to conduct the same, in 
all respects, conformably to law, and make due re- 
turn thereof to the Searetary of State. In. testi- 
mony vhereef, I have berensto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the great seal of the State, at 
the town of Jackson, this 13th day of June, 1837.” 

The Govemor recites the vacancy—states how it 
occurred, and then orders an election “to fill said va- 
eanev.™ Thus far he is correct—he is fulfilling the 
imperative duty which the Constitution imposes ọn 
him—but he goes farther, and ad@s a clause whieh 
he was not authorized to do, declaring how jong the 
members elected “o fill said vacancy” should hold=— 
“until superseded,” &c. hé.says. Now the question 
is, Whether that clause shall be considered as aur- 
plusage, or whether, by means of it, the whole. pre- 
ceeding is rendered null and void. 


Surplusage is that which is inserted in an insiru- 
ment over and above what is necessary to accom- 
plish the pnrpose intended, which may he stricken 
out, and yet leave the instrument entire and per- 
fect for the object in view. In law, something in 
the pleadings or proceedings, not necessary or re- 
levant to the case, and which may be wiected. 


The plain and obvious mtent of the proclamation 
was to fill the vacaney, as appears by the pream- 
ble; and this in pursuance of an imperative consti- 
tutional duty resting upon the Governer. He ac- 
cordingly so frames his writ as to completely. ac- 
complish that object; but he goes farther, and de- 
clares, as he had no earthly right: to do; how long 
the. persons elected shall hold. This is surplusage, 
because the law and constitution had fixed the term 
of service, and. the ‘ipse dirit” of the Governor 
cannot alter or abridge it; his remark on that sub- 
ject is totally irrelevant, and is surplusage, and may 
be rejected as not relevant to the case, j 
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Let me put a familiar case. In many States, 
perhaps in all, the sheriffs of the diferent counties 
are bound to give public notice in some newspaper 
of the time and place of holding general elections, 
stating what officers are to be voted for,ete. The 
terms of service of all such officers are fixed by 
law or the constitution. Now suppose the sheriff 
should ignorantly or wilfully insert in the procla- 
mation the length of time such officers are to serve, 
and in stating the time, should abridge or enlarge 
the constitutional term—will any man undertake to 
say thatsuch matter inserted in the proclamation 
would not be surplusage; that the whole proclama- 
tion and election under it would be void? If Tam 
right, therefore, in these premises, the conclusion is 
irresistible that the Governor of Mississippi was 
not only fully authorized to issue his writ or prv- 
clamation to fill the vacancy which existed in July, 
but that he did do it substantially and fully. Under 
that writ an election was duly held according to all 
the forms of law, at which the sitting members 
were fairly elected by large majoriues. This latter 
fact is not disputed. 

But, sir, passing by all these arguments, I insist 
that the decision of this matter at the tast session 
was final and conclusive, and cannot, or ought not, 
to be now rescinded, unless for fread or misrepre- 
sentation. 

Į will first notice some ef the arguments of the 
gentleman from Mississippi on this point; and one 
was, that the adoption of the resolution of last ses- 
sion, was merely an expression of opinion on the 
part of the House, and nota judicial decision. 

Expression of opinion! A more solemn judicial 
decision was never made Vy this House. At the 
very commencement of the extra session, even he- 
fore the members were sworn, an objection was 
made to the right of the siting members to seats in 
this [Touse. Atthe earliest practicable moment 
the malter was referred to the Committee of Elec- 
lions, who were directed to inquire and reportas to 
their credentials, and “whether they are members of 
the Twenty-fifth Congress or not.” The commitice 
examined into the matter, and reported on the 18th 
September, that they were duly elected members of 
the Twenty-fitth Congress, and, as such, were ent- 
tled to their seats. ‘ais resolution was fully de- 
bated for many days, on both sides of the question, 
and after mature deliberation, and fuit discussion, 
the Hone adopted the resolution on the 34 Octo- 
ber, by a vole of LIS to TOT, 

This resolution declares the fact, that Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson are daly elected members 
of thh Twenty-fifth Congress; and its adoption ts a 
judicial decision of this Honse, which is the highest 
and only tribunal for the settlement of such mal- 
ters. 

Suppose we adopt the resolution now under con- 
sideration, which declares that Messrs. Prentiss 
and Word are not members of the ‘Pwenty- 
fitth Congress, and are not entitled tọ seats 
in this House as such, and which is very 
similar -in language to the one of last session, 
will the gentleman say that the adoption of this 
revolution is a mere exprsssion of opinion, and net 
a judicial decision. I the resolution now undei 
consideration should be adupted, when the pentle- 
man goes back to Mississippi, and is asked haw 
this guestion has been decided by this House, will 
he say, Oh! it has not been decided at all; the 
House have merely expressed an opinion that my- 
self and Mr. Word are not members, &e. 2 No, 
sir; he would say no such thing. That decisien 
was, and this when made will be, a judicial de- 
cision, expressed in all the strength and forms oi 
law. 

Again it is said, that by taking cegnizance of 
this matter, the House have virtually yielded this 
point, and openen the matier for a re-adjudication. 

Let us see how this question now Comes before 
the House. Messrs. Prentiss and Word present 
their claim and demand seats. Would the gentle- 
man have us turn them out of doors without a 
hearing? We cannot tell but they may show some 

. good ground for reversing the decision of last ses- 
sion—fraud or misreprezentation, Or perhaps they 
could show that the proclamation was a forgery ; 
a great many facts might exist, which would pre- 
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vent the House from interposing the principle of 
“ves judicata” It is only after the House has 
entertained the matter, and become possessed of 
the whole facts, that they are competent to deter- 
mine whether the question has before been judi- 
cially determined—whether the principle of res 
adjudicata can be applied ; and it would be strange 
indeed, if, in ascertaining the facts to see whether 
they should apply that principle, they should, by 
that action, deprive themselves of the right i0 
apply it. ` 

But, sir, it is contended that the decision of the 
last session was er parte; that it was not between 
the same parties; and therefore, not binding upon 
them, and that neither Mississippi nor the claimants 
had any notice. Now this is. putting it upon the 


ground ofa former recovery or judgment in bar, ` 


and applying to it all those nice and technical re- 
lations which are necessary to support a plea, of 
former recovery, er judgment in bar. 

There js much difference between such cases and 
the present. Res adjudicata is when a legal princi- 
ple is settled, or when an interpretation is given as 
to some particular clause of the laws or the Consti- 
tution by a competent tribunal, after due delibera- 
tion, Ht then becomes a thing adjudicated upon; n 
principle settled, by whieh all hike cases thereafter 
raised shall be governed, and much more, especially 
if the same right is myolyed; and no well-resubaied 
body, acting as a tmbunal in a judicial capacity, 
will overturn principles and decisions thus solemnly 
setded, 

Let us, then, see what has been adjudicated and 
setded in relation to this matter, Sir, itis this: 
that when the regular election for members of Con- 
gress is, by the law of a particular State, fixed ata 
time Jong subsequent to the fourth of March in the 
year in which a new Congress begins, that the va- 
taney thus ereated in the representation from that 
State may be filed by a writ of special elecuon, to 
be issued by the Governor under the clause in the 
second section of the Constitution; and that the 
person or persons thus chosen are members for the 
remainder of that Congress. 

Such was the principle decided at the last sesion, 
and, as a necessary conyequence thereof, the sitting 
members were declared daly elected as members 
of this Congress. 

Does it make any difference that the present 
claimants to the seats are new parties, thin their elec- 
tion has since taken place, or thatthe State or them- 
selves were not notified at the former discussion of 
this mater. To illastrate this, suppose the 
like deeision had been made years age, in relation 
to a vacaney thos filled by the Governor of Con- 
necticut. Ifthe principle setted in the ease from 
Comnectiont was precisely the same as ene arising 
now from Mississippi, the decision in this 
must of course be the same, even though all of the 
parties to this case were entie strangers to the 
first. 

But I do not, by any means, admit that even the 
parties are pot the same now as at the last session. 
Tt was perfectly understood atthe moment that the 
question was debated and settled at the last session, 
thal acanvass was then going on in ihe State of 
Mississippi for the November election, that other 
unbers might and probably would be returned at 
that election; (because, if decided in favor of Che 
sitting members, they here declared, openly on this 
foor, their deterimimaton to withdraw from the 
canyass, and not suffer their names to be used,) 
and although we could not know that the identical 
gentlemen now claiming the seats would be the 
ones, yet it was urged and supposed that some 
two gentlemen would submit this very clair. Missis- 
sippi was pot forgotten in that contest, neuher were 
the rights of the present claimants overlooked, We 
were in this dilemma: we mast either refuse to 
that State her representation atogether at the extra 
session, Which might be the most important of the 
whole, or we must declare the members which she 
then sentto us, were duly elected for the whole 
term. There was no alternative, and after careful 
review of the whole case, the latter decision was 
made, after full debate and solemn arguments. 

But it is alleged that the House acted under a 
mistake of the facts, and this mistake consists 


Case 
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simply in the-fact, that Messrs. -Claiborne t 
Gholson.did not submit tò the committed the certi- 
ficate of the Governor or Secretary of State, which 
declared them tobe ‘elected Tor the called session 
only, or until superseded. by ‘others, to. be elected 
at the regular eleciion- iù November: Now, if, 
from the omission to produce thatidentical paper, 
there had arisen any mistake as to the true facts 
of the case; if the -House had been led tu believe 
that the election in July wasdifferent than what it 
purperted to be by the writ of election; or that on 
the face of the papers it was not inteaded by the 
Governor to be an election for the extra session 
only, then complaints might be made that we acted 
under a mistake; bat how was the fact. By re 
curring to the events of the last séssion, it will be 
well remembered, that on the very first day of the 
session this objection was raised. It was publicly 
stated here on this floor by Mr. Claiborne, that the cre- 
dentialsof himself and colleague were on their face, 
only forthe “called session.” It was thenreferred to 
the Committee of Elections, who reported a copy 
of the writ of election, which I. have before ad- 
verted to, and which, on its face, declares that the 
members to be elected under that writ, were to 
hold until ethers should be duly elected in their 
place at the regular election in November. And 
this writ was the foundation upon which their whole 
case rested, upon which all their rights depended. 


‘That showed clearly the whole case; and as the 
committee well remark, the certificate of the Go- 
vernor could make no earthly difference, atid would 
have made none in their decision. Tt could do no 
more than certify the fact of election under that 
writ, aud ia pursuance of it, Of that fact there 
was no question; it was proved aliunde. Suppose 
the Governor had certified generally that the sitting 
members were elected, without saying for what 
time, or in any wise limiting their term; it could 
nothave helped them; they must go back to the 
writ of election as the basis of their right to seats, 
and as the foundation of their tie to membership 
in this House. And on the other hand, if the Go- 
vernor had certified that they were elected only for 
one month, or three months, that would not have 
altered the case; they still must go back to the writ 
as the basis of all their rights. This writ was be- 
fore the committee aud before the House; and there 
was no sort of misapprehension as to the fact. It 
was on all hands perfectly understood that the Go. 
vernor had done all that in him lay, to abridge 
their terin of service; and the question was fully 
and distinctly presented to the House whether he 
had any right to do so. 


The production of the Gavernor’s certificate 
would only bave been cumulative evidence of a 
fact which was conceded. and not at all disputed; 
which was perfectly proved, and which was weil 
understood, viz: that the Governor had intended, so 
far as he was able, to limit their term of ser- 
vice. 

Am I not right, then, in saying that the principle 
was settled at the last session, under a. full know- 
ledge of all the facts; under no mistake, and with- 
out any misapprehension on the part of this House 
in relalion lo this particular point; and that the de- 
cision is, and ought to be, binding upon all parties? 
And this position is entitled to additional weight, 
when we bear in mind that it was in favor of the 
same parties now here, who insist upon retaining 
their seats, and in full view. or anticipation of all 
the facts now existing, and with the full know- 
ledge that just such claims as are now urged, 
wight, and probably would be, urged against the 
sitting members. : 


But let us Jook for a moment at the gross injus- 
tice of the reversal of our decision of last session, 
not only towards the sitting members themselves, 
but towards the State of Mississippi. They came 
here under a doubtful claim to seats. Their right 
was challenged. They at once appeal to this House 
as the highest and only tribunal to decide their rights. 
They urge a decision, and finally on the 3d, Octo- 
ber, the House, by solemn vote, declare and decide 
them to be duly: elected for the whole Twenty-fifth 
Congress, and entitled to seats. They are virtu- 
ually told. that they need not go back to their con- 
stituents; nay, more—they were compelled by the 
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decision of the House to remain here darmg the 
session. I say compelled, because, being declared 
duly elected, their duty required them to stay until 
Congress adjourned, which was not till the 16th 
October, leaving them barely time to return to the 
State of Mississippi to stand the canvass for the 
November election, if they had felt so disposed. 
In the meantime the decision of this House is pro- 
mulgated to the people of. Mississippi. They are 
informed that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson are 
declared to be duly elected for the Twenty-fifth 
Congress, and that any election of other candidates 
in November will be nugatory and void; and 
some, at least, of the people of Mississippi, did rely 
upon that decision, and did not cast their votes for 
members of Congress at the November election. 
How far this idea influenced the election in No- 
vember, it is impossible to tell; but, by referring to 
the documentary evidence in this case, as reported 
by the committee at this session, it will be seen that 
in at least seven of the counties where, at the J uly 
election, large majorities were given to Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson, not a single vote was cast 
for them at the November election, and only a very 
small vote for Messrs. Prentiss and Word, and 
' many other connties a great decrease of yotes in fa- 
vor of Claiborne and Gholson, without any corre- 
sponding increase iù favor of Prentiss and Word 
and it further appears that the entire vote for Go- 
vernor at the November election was 27,702, while 
the entire Congressional vote for Prentiss and for 
Claiborne, being’ the two highest candidates for 
Congress on each side, was only 19,909, thus show- 
ing clearly that nearly 8000 of the voters of Mis- 
sissippi,who actually attended the polls in November, 
and cast their votes for some officers, did not vote for 
` members of Congress; and to my mind the con- 
clusion is irresistible that the votes withheld were 
thus withheld in consequence of our decision at 
the last session; and this’ inference is strengthen 
ed, if it needed any confirmation, by the fact 
which has been stated here by thé sitting mem- 
bers, that they addressed circulars to their friends 
in Mississippi, in all parts of the State, immediate- 
ly after the decision of the last session, apprizing 
them of the same, and at the same time inform- 
ing their friends that they (Claiborne and.Gholson) 
considered the question as settled, and that they 
should not be candidates at the November election. 
The decision of the last session became the law 
of the land and the law of the case. Believing 
in the validity of that decision, some eight thou- 
sand of the voters of Mississippi have stood by 


and taken no part in the Congressional elec-- 


tion in November. They have suffered it to 
go by default: and now, sir, it is proposed to 
reverse that decision, and adopt the Novembe 
election and the candidates then elected as the true 
expression of the popular will. Iwill not dwell 
upon the gross and outrageous injustice of such a 
reversal towards the sitting members—of the palter- 
ing with their rights and interests which this House 
would be guilty of by such a course. If the last 
spark of justice is not extinct in the breasts of the 
members of this House-—if they yet retain one chord 
of feeling, which vibrates to the touch of conscience, 
they will pause long before they perpetrate an act 
so unjust and so palpably oppressive to the sitting 
members. But, without reference to their indivi- 
dual rights, how and in what situation would you 
leave the State of Mississippi by such a reversal— 
can you put her back in the situation which she 
was on the 3d of Obtuber, when you decided that 
the sitting members were duly elected—can you 
place all parties in “statu quo?” If this could be 
done there might be some shadow of plausibility 
- (though none in fact) in reversing the decision of 
last session. But this is not proposed. The pro- 
position is to reverse that decision, with the view 
and for the purpose of adopting, as members of this 
Congress, those gentlemen who were elected at the 
one-sided election of November—of forcing that 
election upon the people of Mississippi as the true 
expression of their will: thus virtually saying to the 
people of Mississippi, in the first place, by our de- 
cision of last session, that their representation was. 
full, and that they need not elect; and, after 
some of them have seen fit to disregard that deci- 
sion, and have proceeded to elect other members, 
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then adopting their acts as the 
the people of that Siate; 
pears from the returns which I have before alluded 
to, that the claimants (Prentiss and Word) did 
not get a majority of the whole vote given at the 
November election, though they did get a majority 
of the Congressional vote. 

But I will not dwell upon this point; the state- 
ment of the facts, to a mind not enveloped in pre- 
judice and impervious to conviction, is amply 
sufficient to exhibit the glaring and manifest injus- 
tice of reversing our former decision: But what- 
ever may be the opinion of this House as to the 
correctness of the decisien of the last session, either 
upon constitutional grounds or otherwise, and if 
this House should see fit to reverse it, I cannot see 
how, upon any principle, or in any just view of the 
case, the election of November can be adopted and 
the claimants recognised as duly elected. To call 
that an expression of the will of the people of 
Mississippi, and to say that Messrs. Prentiss and 
Werd are fairly elected, would be a greater out- 
rage than even the reversal of the decision of last 
session. f 

One remark further, and I will close this argu- 
ment, which, perhaps, hàs already borne hard upon 
the patience of the House. 

It was contended by the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Prentiss,) that the sitting members 
should not and ought not, in fairness, to insist 
upon the decision of the last session, or to entrench 
themselves behind it; that they ought not to raise 
the point of “res adjudicata,” but that, waiving all 
advantage which might be had, and all rights 
which may have been acquired under it, they 
should open the argumenton the main ground, as 
though the question had not been once decided. 
They were challenged to this course, and their chi- 
valry and honor appealed to, to abandon a point 
which they, and more particularly their friends in 
Mississippi, and I think a large majority of the 
voters of Mississippi, will consider as conclusive 
and impregnable. 


The entreaty or challenge reminded me of that 
given by Richard Cœur ce Lion to the famous Sa- 
ladin, at the last interview which we read of in ro- 
mance between those renowned warriors in the 
days of the Crusades, when it had become apparent 
that the league between the Princes of. Christen- 
dom was at an end, and that their power was 
broken. When Richard proposed to enter the lists 
with Saladin, and by single combat decide the long 
vexed question between the Christian and Paynim 
as to the possession of Palestine, and even in lan- 
guage of entreaty besought the Saladin to consent 
torun at least three courses with grinded lances. 
Saladin admitted that nothing could give him 
greater pleasure than to enter the tournament with 
a warrior so renowned; that he could desire no 
greater earthly honor, and that should he be van- 
guished, it would insure him not only a speedy, but 
glorious passage fo Paradise; but he well knew too 
that the Christian army was about tobe dispersed, 
that the possession of Palestine would be undis- 
putedly with the followers of the Prophet, and he 
wisely and pradently replied, “Allah has given the 
possession of Jerusalem to the trae believers, and 
it were but a tempting of God and the Prophet to 
peril so mighty a stake upon the issue of such an 
encounter, and upon the prowess of my single arm. 
I have no right to give up those advantages which 


fair expression of | 
and this too, when it ap- 
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have been fairly acquired by the faithful, and be- i 


long to all the followers of the Prophet.” 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 
REMARKS OF MR. PARKER, 


Or New York, , 

In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1838— 
On the amendment proposed by Mr Howarp, 
declaring that Messrs. Prentiss and Word were 
not entitled to seats as members of the 25th Con- 

ress. 
Mr. PARKER addressed the House as follows: 
I have hitherto, Mr. Speaker, abstained from 
taking any part in this debate, beth at the çalled 
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session when I gave a silent vote in favor of the 
right of Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson..to hold 
their seats as members of this Gongress, and-atthe 
present session when the same question Was: again: 
agitated, but the vote of this House, res 3 
resolution of ihe. last. session, has n 
brought before us new questions for 
and we are now called on to determin 
Messrs. Prentiss and. Word shall be rec 
members, or whether we shall setid back 
claimants to Mississippi to abide the result of $ 
election. Under these circumstances, it i 
my duty to lay before the members of this House 
and the country the reasons that influence mein 
the course I am aboyt to pursue, that my “votes 
may not be misunderstood. ; aaa te 

The representation from the State of Mississippi 
became vacant by the expiration uf the term of the 
Twenty-fourth Congress on the fourth day of 
March last. The term of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
gress then commenced. Circumstances rendered 
it necessary for the President to call an extra ses- 
sion of the Twenty-fifth Congress, to meet on the 
first Monday. of September and the election of 
members would not take place, under the law of 
the State of Mississippi, until November. That 
State would, therefore, have been deprived of the 
inestimable righi of representation at the called ses- 
sion, if no provision had been otherwise made for 
filling the vacancy. But it was provided by the 
second article of the Constitution of the’ United 
States, that “When vacancies happen in the repre- 
sentation from any State, the Executive authority 
thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such ya- 
cancies,” ‘ 


Deeming this provision applicable to the existing 
case, the Governor of the State of Mississippi issued 
his writ in pursuance of which an election was 
held in that Staté in July last, when Messrs. Clai- 
borne and Gholson received a majority of the votes, 
and were declared duly elected. They were quali- 
fied and took their seats at the called session. It 
had also been declared by the Constitution that re- 
presentatives in Congress should be chosen every 
second year. ; 


This House having the exclusive power, under 
the fifth section of the Constitution, to “judge of the 
elections, returns and. qualifications. of its own 
members,” the questions were submitted to the 
House, whether Messrs. Claiborne aud. Gholson 
were legally elected; and if so, for what length. of 
time they were entitled under that election to hold 
their seats. These questions were patiently inves- 
tigated by the Commuttee on Elections, and fully 
and ably discussed in the House, and resulted in 
the decision that they were duly elected for the en- 
tire term of the 25th Congress, and a resolution was 
adopted to that effect. Trusting to the legality of 
this decision and the good faith of the House and 
supposing the question finally settled, Messrs 
Claiborne and Gholson did rot return and present 
themselves before the electors of Mississippi for re- 
election in November. Messrs. Prentiss and Word, 
though ‘perfectly aware of the decision. of this 
House, announced themselves as cavdidates in 
November last, and running without opposition, 
sity obiained a majority of the votes given for 
niatives in Congress, appeared here as con- 
testants for the seats, and after a Jong and anima- 
ted controversy, this House, by a trifling majority, 
has been led to the extraordinary result of rescind- 
ing ihe resolution solemnly and deliberately adopt- 
ed at the last session. 


Mr. Speaker, I will not now stop to inquire into 
the power of this House ta reverse a decision pre- 
viously made, under which individual rights had 
aceraed, nor will I now discuss the expediency. and 
propriety of so dangerous a precedent as annulling 
the deliberate adjudication of a previous session, 
which involved the rights and interesis of a sove- 
reign State. ‘The assumed power has been exer- 
cised. The House has vacated its former deci- 
sion; and whether it has acted justly or tyranni- 
cally in this matter, I cheerfully submit to the 
people to determine. . My own voteis on fecord, as 
my pretest against this proceeding. 

It has been conceded by almost every member 
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who has addressed you on this subject, that if 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were constitution- 
ally elected in Jaly last, they were entitled to hold 
their seats for the entire Congress, there being no 
authorily fo abridge the constitational term. 


The question whether the election in July was 
valid is therefore still before the House ; for if that 
election was constitutional, the State of Mississippi 
was fully represented and Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word could not have been legally elected in No- 
vember. This question has already been argued at 
great length, and with distinguished ability, on 
both sides; and 1 do not purpose to enter fully into 
the discussion of that point. 'To my mind, the 
construction put upon the word “happen” in the 
Constitution was perfectly plain, and in accordance 
with its Common acceptation. Vacancies happen 
when vacancies exist. The same signification has 
been given to this word where it occurs in other 
“parts of the Constitution. In the second section of 
the second article of that instrament, it is provided 
that “the President shall have power to fill up all 
vacancies that may happen during the recess of the 
Senate, by. granting commissions, which shall ex- 
pire atthe end of the next session.” Under this 
section, it was repeatedly heid under the adminis- 
trations of Mr. Monroe, Mr. Adams and General 
Jackson, that the word “happen” did not contine 
this power to cases occurring by death or resigna- 
tion, but that it extended to all cases where a va- 

‘ganey existed, whether it occurret by the expira- 
tion of a previous term or otherwise. This con- 
struction was sanctioned by the practice of those 
Administrations, and supported by the written opi- 
nions of Attorney Generals Wirt and Taney. It 
was clearly the desire of the framers of the Consti- 
tution to guard against all cases of vacancy, and to 
provide that no State of this great Confederacy 
should be without representation in the councils of 
the nation; and no other construction than that L 
contend for, could carry that intention into cf- 
fect. 

But, sir, 1f any doubt existed as to the legality of 
the election held in July, at was the constituttonal 
prerogative of this House to decide upon its validi- 
ty. The Constitution had selected it as the uibu- 
nal to judge—had clothed it with fall powers and 
given it exclusive jurisdiction; and the State of 
Mississippi, in assenting to the Constitution, had 
itself expressly confirined the grant. The House 
exercised this power at the cailed session, It de- 
clared the election of Messrs, Claiborne and Ghol- 
son to be constitutional and valid, Was not the 
State of Mississippi bound by that decision? ‘That 
resolution was binding and conclusive—-at least 
until rescinded; atid was uurescinded and in full 
force when the elegtion was held in November 
last: At that time, therefore, the representation 
from Mississippi was full, and the sitting members 
were in the complete enjoyment of all the privi- 
leges, and discharging all the duties of Represen- 
tatives from that State. tis true the forms of an 
election in November were complied with, but it 
was the mere form—the shadow withoat the sub- 
slance—an automaton movement, devoid of life, 
spirit, andanimation. If, therefore, the first resolu- 
tion of this House was erroneous, it being constitu- 
tionally made, and the State of Mississippi a party 
to that decision, she was boand by it unul reversed. 
The seats were filled not only de facto, as contended 
for by my honorable friend trom Maine, (Mr. 
CiLLEY,) but de jure, by a legal adjudication; and 
no election couid be legally held in November to 
supply a representation already filled. 


If a disinterested spectator could have listened in 
the gallery to all that has been said on this question 
by the members who advocate the claims of Messrs. 
Prentuss and Word, he could not fail to have been 
much amused by the inconsistency of their argu- 
ments, and the @pposite character of the positions 
they have assumed. One rests the whole case upon 
the meaning of the word “happen,” and contends that 
it applies only to events that are unforeseen; ano- 
ther admits the true signification of the word in its 
broadest sense and bases his argument on other 
grounds, The honorabie member from Maine 
(Mr. Evans) deprecates the propriety of referring 
toan English Jaw book as authority, and claims 
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that no decisions of the courts, however analogous, 
ought to have any weight in deciding a grave con- 
stitutional question; whijè the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, (Mr. Tituineuast). who followed 
him on the same side, resorts to the Jaws and prac- 
tice of his own State as the copious fountain from 
which he imbibes his constitutional learning. In 
answer to the argument that the first resolution co- 
vers the period of tue second election, the latter 
gentleman insists that when that resolution was re- 
seinded, it became void “ab initio,” and placed the 
parties in the same position they would have ocen- 
pied if ne resolution had been adopted. He com- 
pares it to a judgment of an inferior court reversed 
by a tribunal of appellate jurisdiction, This rea- 
soning is fallacious, and, if carried out, would lead 
to a most absurd conclusion; for it would prove 
that all the votes given in this House by Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson, after the date of that reso- 
lution, were absolutely void. It would unsettle 
past legislation, and involve us in the most serious 
consequences. 

The honorable member from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Biwptx) has warned the House against the danger 
of forming opinions not based on fixed principles, 
and stated several supposed cases by way or illus. 
tration, resting, as he informs us, upon tbe princi- 
ples of the English common law. Let us examine 
one of these cases. He says, “A snes D, in an ace 
tion of ejectment for a piece of land and recovers 
and takes possession, and builds upon it a three sto- 
ry brick house, and makesother valuable improve- 
ments. Ten years afterwards a shrewd yankee 
comes along, and on examining the papers on which 
B's defeated ntle rested, discovers that the judg- 
ment against Bis erroneous, purchases B's ute, 
institutes an ejectment suit against A before the 
same judge, (a judgment in ejectment not being 
conclusive,) convinces the judge of the error of his 
first decision and obtains judgment.” Fe says the 
house and other improvements made by A belong to 
the purchaser of B's defeated title, and the hardship of 
the case could not be legally urged against the se- 
cond recovery. Ido not know, Mr. Speaker, bat 
transactions of that kind may be practised without 
violating the laws of Pennsylvania, bat I have too 
high an opinion of the moral sense of com- 
munity to suppoxe they would be tolerated in any 
Stare. Ifthe “shrewd yankee” should stray into 
some portions of the Union and attempt to engage 
in such a speculation, he would, at least, render 
himself obnoxious to the code of Judge Lynch, even 
iT he should eseape the reach of a better regulated 
tribunal. No honest people would tolerate such 
practices. {n New York, sir, the purchaser of such 
a title would not only besubjected to criminal pun- 
ishment for a misdemeanor, but his conveyance 
would be absolutely void, and he could not sustain 
the suit brought to recover back the land. 


l am surprised, sir, that the gentleman should 
state, as analogous, a case where the rigid require- 
ments of the law lead to sneh inequitable results. 
Much as we admire the beautiful proportions and 
symmetry of the English common Jaw, it cannot 
be denied bat it has some features, the growth of 
feudal umes, by no means adapted to the liberal 
and equitable views of the people of this country ; 
and in the twenty-five States of this Confederacy 
in which the common law has been adapted, its 
severity has been tempered by statutory enact- 
menty, rendering it more conformable to the spirit 
of our institutions. 


I is tree, sir, that at common law the judgment 
in ejectment was nota conclusive bar to a susse- 
quent suit, Bat the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
should recollect that it was merely a pessessory ac- 
tion; thatit did not try the title to Jand, and there- 
fore the analogy fails; for it was the Wile of Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson to seats in this Ifouse that 
was settled by the first resolution; the tide to Jand 
by the common Jaw could only be settled by a 
writ of right, and jn that action the judement was 
final and conclusive; at all events, so far as the 
same tribunal was concerned. The only resem- 
blance I can discover between the case supposed 
by the honorable gentleman, and the case before 
us, is In the manifest injustice of both cases. 


The same honorable gentleman, Mr. Speaker, 


in alluding to the course pursued on the q : 
under discussion, has spoken of what he thinks 


“proper to call “the efforts to sustain. a sinking 


party.” He has not informed us, sir, whe 
intended this reflection as a censure 
own party or upon the friends. of the 
tration. If upon the former, I will no 
interfere in their. family quarrels; but 
charitable charge is made against the p 
party with which I am associated, though T am 
disposed: to concede to every. member: on this foor- 
the same honesty of purpose’ I claim for myself, 
yet in this case I am bound to cast back the impu- 
tation. eee ee 

We were told, sir, by. one of the claimants of a 
seat here, (Mr. Prentiss) when he [first addressed 
you at the bar of the House, that he advanced no 
personal claim—thathe advocated the claim of the 
sovereign State of Mississippi—and he presented 
himself as the knight of that young and beautiful 
member of the political sisterhood—the lady-love, 
Whose gage he professed to wear, ready to break a 
lance or shiver a spear with his rival. Judging, 
from these repeated protestations of devotion to 
his fair mistress, I supposed the gentleman would 
willingly consent to refer the matter to the choice < 
of the lady herself, and like a gallant knight; sub- 
mit to her decision; but when the proposition came 
before this House to send back this matter to ihe’ 
people, his affection seemed to have cooled;7} 
confidence in his lady-love appeared shaken; and, 
in addressing you the third time, to my surprise he: 
protested against submitting this question to’ the’ 
people, and in preference to that course, urged this - 
House to permit Messrs. Claiborne and”Gholson 
to retain their seats here. . en 


We should recollect, sir, that the laurels of ‘the 
gentleman were not won on a contested field, but 
that they were borne off by him at the November 
election, gallantly it may be, but with no opposing 
knight, and without competition, : 


There is another reason, sir, why I deem it my 
duty to vote against the claims of the contestants, 
and ia favor of requiring a new election in Mis- 
sissippi. It is because the course pursued by the 
House of Representatives has operated asa fraud, 
not only upon the rights of Messrs.Claiborne and 
Gholson, but of the people of the. State ‘of Missis- 
sippi. I admired the candor which’ induced’ the 
honorable member from, Indiana (Mr. ‘Wurrg,) to 
say, that having voted for the first resolution, and 
afterwards in favor of rescinding it, he had eontri- 
buted to the committing of a fraud upon thé peo- 
ple of that State, and felt bound to vote to send 
back all the claimants, for the decision of the peo- 
ple; and Ishould be much pleased to see other 
gentlemen of that party pursue a similar 
course. However pure the intention of mem- 
hers may have been in voting to rescind that 
resolution, we cannot deny that it has wrought 
the grossest injustice toward the sitting members, 
and the people whom they represent. Relying 
upon the first decision, Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson were not candidates at the election in. 
November. The people of Mississippi were ap- 
prisel of the proceedings of Congress, and con- 
fiding in its character, dignity and good. faith, 
neglected to go the polls. An ex parte election was 
held, at which Messrs. Prentiss and Word re- 
ceived less than half the number of votes cast for 
Governor at the same election. What the result 
would have beenif the election had been fairly 
contested, it is imposible to know; but if candidates 
running without opposition. cannot. obtain half the 
votes cast atan clection, we can ‘hardly suppose 


Fhe: 


_ they wonld have received a majority, if the election 


had been contested. 


Ought we, then, to hesitate in exercising. the 
power conferred on us by the Constitution, in such 
a manner as to do justiee to all parties? Let-us, 
then, refer back this. question to the people; the 
legitimate source of. all political power.. The: fact 
that the members of this House are nearly equally 
divided in’ opinion: on this subject, furnishes:.an 
additional argument in favor of this course. "When 
the will of the people-of Mississippi shall have been 
legally and fairly expressed, J have no-doubt all 
parties will cheerfully acquiesce in its decision, 


see, 
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PRE-EMPTION TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Sarurpay, Jan. 27, 1838. 

The Senate took up, as the unfinished busi- 
ness, the bill to grant the right of pre-emption to 
settlers on the public lands: the question pending 
being on the amendment submitted yesterday by 
Mr. BAYARD, requiring that this act shall be con- 
strued in accordance with such rules as have been 
prescribed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, under the former pre-emption laws, 
and are now in force. 

After some debate, the question was taken on 
Mr. Baysrn’s amendment, and it was losi—yeas 
13, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, and Williams 
—13. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Benton, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker; White, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr. LINN offered an amendment requiring that 
this act should not be so construed as to deprive 
those of the benefit of pre-emption who were in the 
possession of certain fractions of land reserved from 
sales, in consequence of certain French and Spa- 
nish grants then unsettled. 

In offering this amendment, Mr. L. went into a 
fall explanation of the settlements made by persons 
in a certain district in Missouri, who, he contend- 
ed, were entitled to all the privileges of the pre- 
emption laws, which, as the bill stood, might be 
excluded. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that it would 
probably be better to limit the amendment to Pal- 
myra District, which Mr. Linn assented to. 

Mr. NICHOLAS made some few remarks, 
which were understood to be, that there-were a 
number of like cases in Louisiana, which hung 
like a mill stone around the State. ; 

After some further debate, the amendment was 
adopted. . 

Mr. LYON moved an amendment, requiring 
that no pre-emption claim, resting on certificates 
heretofore issued, but contested, should be affected 
by this act till the certificate should be surrendered 
by the owner thereof. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought this amendment 
wrong, as it would cover and protect cases of set- 
tlement by agent and attorney—a deceptive mode 
of obtaining pre-emption titles, which had been al- 
leged to prevail to a great extent. 

After a few remarks by Mr. CLAY of Alabama 
against the amendment as nugatory, and by Mr. 
LYON in favor, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered an amendment, ex- 
empting from the operation of this act all lands 
which had been offered at public sale. 

This.amendment, after being debated for some 
time by Messrs. ROBINSON, WALKER, MOR- 
RIS and BAYARD, was finally withdrawn by 
Mr. HOBBARD. 

Mr. MERRICK then offered the following 
amendment: i 

Insert after the word years, in the tenth 
line, “ Provided, that the right of pre-emption 
granted by this act, or the act hereby revived, shall 
not accrue to any other persons than those who 
were, on the Ist day of December, 1837, citizens of 
the United States; and such citizenship shall, in all 
cases, be established by legal and competent testi- 


Brown, 


mony, tothe satisfaction of the Register and Re- | 


ceiver of the land district in which the lands may 
lie, prior to any entry thereof, by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act.” ne 

Mr. WALKER was entirely opposed to the 
adoption of any such amendment. It not only ex- 
cluded aliens that had been driven by oppression to 
seek a shelter among us, but would also prevent 
those who voluntarily sought homes in the country 
of their adoption. It savored too much of the old 
alien and sedition law to meet his encouragement. 
He pointed to cases where the bounty of the Go- 
yernment had been extended to foreigners; and 


9 


cited the case of the exiled Poles. He alluded, 
also, to the. number of fereigners that had so 
warmly esponsed the American cause at the time 
of the Revolution, and had so freely shed their 
blood in defence of her rights during the late war 
with Great Britain. ° 


Mr. NORVELL said the Senator from Mary- -| 


land seemed to suppose that this bill proposed to 
give a bounty to the pre-emption settlers upon the 
public iands. This was a mistake. The bill gave 
only a preference to actual settlers upon these 
lands. They were obliged to pay the Government 
price for them. They were the pioneers of the 
new States—the cultivators of the soil—the de- 
fenders of the coumry against Indian aggression. 
It was to them, in a great degree, that the West 
was indebted for its early advances in settlement, 
cultivation, and civilized comfort. They had made 


the wilderness blossom as the rose—the desert | 


smile with gladness and joy. Was it proper to de- 
nounce such men as heartless trespassers, fraudu- 
lent speculators, robbers of the public lands, as they 
had been denounced by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky? (Mr. Cray.) It was these people that gave 
value to the public. domain, and brought into action 
the early impulses fcr adventure and emigration 
to the Western wilds, which, but for them, would 
have made but slow progress towards the subduing 
results of industry and enterprise. The Senator 
from Maryland had asked, whether we were to be 
called on to-bestow this bounty upon foreigners— 
upon the foreign paupers from Europe? Sir, if 
foreign emigrants will come among us, clear our 
lands, drain our marshes, and plant the scil with 
wheat and corn, what possible objection could be 


made to allowing them thus to contribute to the | 


population and wealth of the country? Paying the 


Government price for the lands, it was impossible | 


that either foreign or domestic paupers could come 
in for the benefit of these pre-emption laws. The 
iears of the honorable Senator from foreign pau- 
pers were imaginary. They were never able to 
purchase lands; they were never pre-emption 
claimants. The past pre-emption laws had never 
made the distinction now proposed 'by the Senator 
from Maryland. They had not restricted settle- 
ments and purchases of this kind to citizens of the 
United States. Congress had, in his judgment, no 
authority to prescribe the class of persons who 
should become proprietors of lands in the States. 
It was for the States themselves to regulate this 
matter. He considered the proposition an attack 
upon the new States. If the honorable Senator 


from Maryland did not choose to allow these | 
foreigners to come and settle on the soil of Mary- | 
land, he begged him at least to suffer the people of | 
They were among her | 
They would not | 
take the trouble to come from Europe to purchase | 


Michigan te receive them. 
best and most useful inhabitants. 


and pay for lands, unless they meant to become 
permanent settlers and citizens, the parents of fu- 
ture native Americans, identified with the soil, the 
advantages, the perils, and the glories of the 
country. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama expressed his astonish- 
ment at the motion of the Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Merricx) to exclude foreigners settled on the 
public lands from the right of pre-emption. That 
honorable Senator, Mr. C. said, could not be aware 
that his amendment, if adopted, would go to change 
the whole policy of the Government heretofore to- 
ward that unfortunate class of individuals. That 
policy, Mr. C. said, had commenced more than 
twenty years ago. In the year 1817, Congress 
passed a law setting apart four contiguous tuwn- 
ships of land for the French emigrants, who had 
followed the fortunes of Napoleon, and been driven 


from their own country by the last disastrous bat- | 


tle of that great chieftain. Carrying out in prac- 


tice the theory that our own free country is the | 
asylum of the oppressed of all others, Congress, by | 
the law alluded to, had authorized the grant of | 


those four townships to these unfortunate exiles, on 
better terms than land was sold to our own citizens; 


` that is, not only at the then minimum price, but on 


a credit of fourteen years. 

Again, on a more recent occasion, when the li- 
berties of unhappy Poland had been cloven down 
by the power of despotism, and many of her unfor- 
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tunate sons had sought a refuge in this only “land 
of the free,” Congress had granted thirty-six entire.“ 
sections of land to two hundred and thirty-five-of : 
her exiles, on the payment of the minimum: 
in ten years. Indeed, Mr. C.- remarked,’ 
nate had gone so far in this case, as well i 
collected, as to pass the bill last alluded to 
form as to make the grant a pure donation} 
House had very properly modified the bill, so as to 
require the payment of the minimum within 4 
years: Mr. C. said he was not disposed to. pi 
foreigners on a better footing than native citizens, 
but he was far from a disposition to exclude’ such 
as were cultivators of the public lands, and had“ 
thus given evidence of their intention to reside pet- 

manently amongst us, from the benefits common to 

others, especially when. the laws of most of the 

States allowed them to become landholders. He 

was, he said, in favor of making our own country 

emphatically what it professed to be—a refuge and 

a home for the oppressed of all other countries—an 

asylum for every foreigner who might be driven 

into exile by the hand of tyranny. 


Mr. C. made other remarks against the adoption 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from Ma- 
ryland, urging its rejection, and expressing the ear- 
nest hope that Congress would not now depart 
from the liberal and: humane policy which had 
heretofore characterized its legislation. 


Mr. BENTON was entirely cpposed to the 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland (Mr. - 
Merrick.) It proposed something new in our le- 
gislation. It proposed to make a distinction be- 
tween aliens and citizens in the acquisition of pro~ 
perty. Pre-emption rights had been granted since 
the formation of the Government; and no distinc- 
tion, until now, had been proposed, between the 
persons, or classes of persons, to whom they were 
granted. No lawhad yet excluded aliens from the 
acquisition of a pre-emption right, and he was en- 
tirely opposed to commencing a system of legisla- 
tion which was to affect the property rights of the 
aliens who came to our country io make it their 
home. Political rights rested on a different basis. 
They involved the management of the Govern- 
ment, and it was right that foreigners should un- 
dergo the process. of naturalization before they ac- 
quired the right of sharing in the Government. 
But the acquisition of property was another affair... It 
was a private and personal affair. It involved no 
question but that of the subsistence, the support, 
and the comfortable living of the alien and his 
family. Mr. B. would be against the principle of 
the proposed amendment in any case, but he was 
particularly opposed to this case. Who were the 
aliens whom it proposed to affect? Not those who 
are described as paupers and criminals, infesting 
the purlieus of the cities, but those who had gone 
to the remote new States, and to the remote parts 
of those States, and into the depths of the wilder- 
ness, and there commenced the cultivation of the 
earth.. These were the description. of aliens to be 
affected; and if the amendment was adopted, they 
would be excluded from a pre-emption right in the 
soil they were cultivating, and made to wait until 
they were naturalized. 


The Senator from Maryland (Mr. Merriex) 
treats this as acase of bounty. He treats the pre- 
emption right as a bounty from. the Government, 
and says that aliens have no right to this bounty. 
But, is this correct? Is the pre-emption a bounty? 
Far fromit. In pointof money, the pre-emptioner 
pays about as much as any other purchaser. He 
pays the Government price, one dollar and twenty- 
five cents; and the table of land sales proves that 
nobody pays any more, or so little more that it is 
nothing iu a national point of view. One dollar 
twenty-seven and a -half cents per acre is the aye- 
rage of all the sales for fifteen years. The twen- 
ty millions of acres sold to speculators in the 
year 1836, all went at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre. The pre-emption then is nota 
bounty, but a sale, and a sale for. full price, and, 
what is more, for solid money; for pre~emptioners 
pay with gold and silver, and. not with bank cre- 
dits. Numerous were the emigrants from Germany, 
France, xreland, and other countries now in the 
West, and especially in Missouri, and he (Mr. B.) 
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had no idea cf imposing. any legal disability upon. 


them in the acquisition of property.: . He wished 
them all well. If any of them had settled upon 
the public lands, so much the better. It was an 
evidence of their intention to become citizens, and 
their labor upon the soil would add to its pro- 
duct and to the national wealth. In reply to 
some remarks: from Mr, Cuay of Kentucky, in 
which that Senator supported the amendment pro- 
posed against. foreigners, and thanked the Senator 
from Maryland for offering it, Mr. B. said there 
was one class of politicians who had no rightto 
object to foreigners for any purpose, and that class 
was those who were in favor of a national 
bank with foreign stockholders. ‘Those who could 
ge that, he should suppose could have no objection 
to foreigners for any thing, much less for the in- 
nocent occupation of cultivating the earth We 
have had two national banks, both largely owned 
and controlled by foreigners, and a_third bank of 
the same kind was still wanted. Now whal was 
a national bank, that it sheuld be a place into 
which foreigners were admitted without danger, 
inthe opinion of this class of politicians, while 
they could not be admitted to the privileges ofa pre- 
emption? What was this national banir, of which 
we have had two, and for another of which a cer- 
tain political party were so anxious? A national 
bank was the furnisher of a national currency, 
the regulator of all local banks, the regulator of 
exchanges foreign and domestic, the regulator of 
the price of all stocks, of all property, and of all 
produce; and it was, according to the theory of the 
same party, the Treasury of the United States. A 
national bank was a “political machine,” in the 
language of Gen, Hamilton, “of the greatest im- 
portance to the State.” As a political machine, 
as well asa pecuniary insitution, the two national 
banks of the United States had openly and public- 
ly acted. Yet there were persons, and a party, 
who could see no objection to placing such an in- 
stitution in the hands of foreigners! who could sve 
no objection to vesting aliens with a power over 
the currency, the property, the treasury, politics, 
and the elections of the country, and yet saw the 
greatest danger in a handred dollars’ worth of 
land being sold to an alien! According to this 
logic, a solitary alien cultivating the ground on 
the frontiers of a remote State, is too dangerons a 
character to be (rusted with the privilege of a pre- 
emption right in a quarter section of land; bu ta 
band of foreign capitaljsts, wielding tens of mil- 
lions of money, making money out of rags, putting 
up and putting down the price of all property, in- 
terfering in all elections, and bringing money to 
bear upon all political questions; these, truly, were 
innocent aliens, from whom no harm was to be ap- 
prehended. and whose chartered privileges having 
been enjoyed for forty years, must be enjoyed for 
twenty years more; and, after that, for evert Such 
is the logie with which we are to be entertained! 
Such the contradictions which are given to us to 
swallow! But what is the secret of this inconsis- 
tency-—what the cause of this contradiction—what 
the reason of this dread of a solitary cultivator, 
and this love for a band of foreign capitalists? 
What is the reason why the solitary cultivator is to 
be denied the privilege of a pre-emption right inan 
hundred dollars’ worth of land, and the foreign ca- 
pitalists are to be allowed to wield the pecuniary 
and the political power of tae country? What is 
the reason of all this? Sir, the reason is one of in- 
ference and deduction. Is it not potitical? Is it not 
beeause the cultivator is a Republican, and be- 
cause the foreign capitalists are Monarchists? Is it 
not a political reason, which follows the law of 
affinities, adhering to what it loves, and repelling 
whatit dislikes? The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
C1ay) has thanked the Senator from Maryland for 
bringing forward this amendment; and 1 will thank 
him for it also. He shall have what rarely occurs 
in this chamber, thanks frora both sides of the 
Howe! Certainly I should never have stimulated 
any gentleman to propose such a motion; but since 
it was done, I must be permitted to express thanks 
for the opportunity which it had afforded of con- 
trasting ‘the fears of a certain political party for a 
few solitary. foreigners cultivating: the soil, with 
their Jove and confidence in a band of alien lords 


and. ladies,- wielding “the. powers of: 
bank. a ER TEN 

Mr. MERRICK said he not anticipated Cp 
pysition from any. quarter to a-proposition whieh 
appeared to him so obviously right in itself, and 
which, He-could not but add, he believed to be so 
loudly called for by a just: regard tothe rights and 
interests of the citizens. of this, Union. He had 
listened attentively to the argumenis of honorable 
Senators who had risenin opposition, but had heard 
nothing which did not tend to confirm the views 
and opitions which: had. prompted bim to offer the 
amendment. 
trary appeared, that the principle and object: of 
the amendment would have found a ready response 
in the breast of every American, Disappointed in 
this hope, he felt obliged very briefly to notice some 
of the remarks which had fallen from gentlemen 
on the other side. One honorable gentleman, the 
Senater from Mississippi, (Mr. Watxer,) bad said 
the amendment reminded him of the alien and se- 
dition laws, The Senatcr must have forgotten the 
nature and tendency of those laws, er he could not 
have made a remark so entirely inapplicable. There 
Was nothing in the amendment which bore the 
slightest resemblance to the nature ar object of 
these laws; and he would add, there was nomaa, 
in or ont of that body, who had at all times been, 
and still was, more disposed to resist, to the last 
extremity, the principles and spira of those laws, 
than himself. Any argument abont them, how- 
ever, would be foreign to the question before the 
Senate, and he would therefore pass them by. ‘The 
bill and amendment before the Senate involved 
questions relating solely to the mode of disposing 
of the publicdomain, and the persons to whom 
special favors should or onght to beshown in mak» 
ing that disposition: he should contine himself te 
remarks applicable to those questions. 

The bill proposes ta grant the right of presen 
tion to the actual setders upon the publie binds; 
that is, to allow to all persons who may have er- 
tered upon the vast tracts of valuable lands in the 
Wost, (acquired by this Government with the com- 
mon means, and held as the common property, ot 
all the people of the Uasted States) and hunted out 
and selected the most valuable and choice portions 
of that property, to keep and bold those seleeod 
spots to the exclusion of every one else, paying 
only therefor, whenever it may suit the conve- 
nience or pleasure of the Government to survey 
and bring the cireumjacent lands into market, the 
minimum price of one dollar and a quarter per 
acre. In other words, it holds out the tempting 
lure of great gam to all who will intrude, contrary 
to law, upon the property of the people of tha coun- 
try. It proposes a darge bounty to all who will 
lawlessly seize upon that which belongs indisputa- 
bly to all the cilizens of the country, and aypropri- 
ate it to their individual use; for, sir, T maintain it 
is a bounty, it is a large and valuable gratuity, you 
give, when you alow the privilege uf selecting 
your bestand most valoable tracts of hund, and 
paying for them at some distant day the paltry 
sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 
when, in fact, the lands so selected and culled out 
are worth, and would command were they fairly 
brought into the open market, ten or twenty times 
the sum. 

The amendment I have offered proposes so 
to modify the bill as to limit the grant of this 
bounty to our own etlizens; to exclude from the im- 
mense advantages of this law and this policy (for 
remember, itis avowed on tue other side that this 
is to be the settled policy of the Government, and 
all other similar laws are to be passed continually 
hereafter) all aliens, all who are neither native por 
naturalized citizens of the Usion. Between the 
native and naturalized cilizen J propose to make no 
distinction in this respect; but desire, while you 
are about to dea! out the properiy of the Aierican 


citizens in bounties and gratuities, that you should” 


confine your liberality in disposing of their means 
to your own peuple. ; 
What, sir, has been the chief argument urgu- 
ment urged in favor of the passage of this bill? 
Was it and is it not, that you thereby give to the 
industrious and honest and enterprising poor man, 
who owns no land, and has not the means of pur- 


“an opportunity of acquirin; d comfort. 
aud iependenoe for himself, and family? Ana: 
will you, can you, while you use this argument, 
exclude onr own citizens from the advantages thus: `; 
speciousty held out, by Jetting loose, as compelito rs 


_vagrants, knaves, and paupers; 


Indeed he had hoped, till the cone 


| mum price, the amount. of. bount 


portions. of tl 


iting a home, a 


with them, the hordes of European and other fo 


poor man, the honest and virtuous and 
poor man, of this country be efe 
from all the vast benefis and 

and similar laws, if you, eject pt 1 
have offered? Yes, sir, ‘they ‘will’ be excluded by 
the preoceupaney of the knaves nid paupers of the’ 
old world. Already this deseription’ of persons are 


flocking in most pernicious herds. to this country: 


let it once be known. that. they are admitted to the 
free and full enjoyment of -the advantages of these 
pre-emption laws; that they are authorized by Con- 
gress to come in any numbérs, and ‘seize upon the 


inheritance of the American people, and the cha-” 


racter of our frontier. ‘population. will be “sadly 
changed, No longer shall we find our frontier, as 
it ex tends farther and farther west, peopled by brave 


and hardy and patriotic yeomanry. That which has. 


hitherto been the bulwark, may become thescourge 
of the country. You will have there a'v S, 


corrupt, and debased swarm of - outcasts; 1Y m: 


Earope; and the poor, but honest and proud-hear 

Aierican freeman, will rather. die in poverty ani 
want, than dwell among such people. No, sir, 

will never go among them; and'you exclude him 
as effectually, by refusing to shut the door agains 
such alien intruders, as if you were to prosetibe: 
him by name in your'statute. Make ‘the profes- 


sions I have heard good; so frame this bill asia) 
fact to enable the meritorious poor men of-our: 
own country who have them not, to acquire homes: 
and comfort aud independence for themselves and - 


his State; because, in that State, foreigners not natu- 
ralized are allowed to acquire and hold real property. 
How does it interfere with the domestic policy’ of 


his Stute? ‘The amendment proposes not to repeal 
the laws of Michigan regulating titles to property 
within her borders; it proposes not to interfere in 
any manner with the right of any one to purchase 
taud of the Government, or of individuals any 
where; every one will still be free as they now are 
to make purchases at private or public sale; un- 
naturalized foreigners may still acquire’ Govern- 
ment lands or any other lands by purchase. int’ Mi- 
chigan or any other State, the laws of which ‘allow 
aliens to hold real estate. Such is not, however, 


and [trust will not become the poli¢y of many. of) 


the Sintes. Theamendment touches not that: guër- 
tion, but leaves it where it ought to remain, with 
each State respectively. The amendment-proposes: 


only to confine the bounty of. this Government, 


about to be extended largely and liberally, to our’ 
own fellow cilizens;and to cul off those to whom we: 
owe nothing, those who are alien’ tous. ina-every 


sense from unjust and pernicious: farti¢ipation in- 


advantages which ought certainly:to be granted, if 
avanted at all, to none but citizens of the Republic. 
The distingnished Senator from. Missouri. (Mr. 
Bunvon) has said that it js a question of only a 
few cents upon the acre of Jand; and has directed 
my attention to a document containing a statement 
of the average price obtained by Government-from 
sales of public land, showing that those sales e 


ceed, in their average, the minimum’ price (one - 


dollar and twenty-five cents) fixed by Co : 
only a few cents per acre; and hence he concludes, 
as. the pre-emptions. will, in the end ini 


Jan. 1 838. 
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pill will be but some two, or three, or four cents 
per acre. We differ very widely, sir, in our esti- 
mate of these advantages. Nothing could be more 
erroneous than any conclusions to be drawn, or 
estimate which can be made, of these advantages, 
from the document or average of sales to which the 
honorable Senator has referred. Sir, you have no 
data, youcan have no data, from the very nature 
of the transaction, by which to form a correct esti- 
mate of the pecuniary value of the advantages 
granted hy this bill. Much of your public land is 
of very great. value. Mention has been made, 
over and over again, in the course of this debate, 
of a single tract, of some two hundred and ten 
thousand acres, in the State of Indiana, to 
which the Indian title has been but very re- 
cently extinguished, and which is not yet even 
surveyed, the present value of which is admitted 
on all sides to be not less than twenty, and by 
many said to range as high as fifty dollars per acre; 
and this immensely valuable tract we know is 
already covered with these squatters, these actual 
settlers, as they are: called. How much will be 
the bounty granted by this bill to these persons, by 
giving them the right of pre-emption in this land at 
one dollar and a quarter per acre? By allowing 
them thus to seize upon property purchased by the 
common treasure of the whole people, and appro- 
priate it to their individual use at a merely nomi- 
nal price, here is a difference of something more 
than a few cents per acre; an excess above the esti- 
mate of the honorable Senator quite large enough 
to tempt an European felon, when authorized by 
law to do so, to endeavor to snatch it from the 
hands of the poor American citizen. This is 
now already occupied by the squatters; but 
other similar tracts, holding out lures no less 
tempting, wiil from time to time be found, 
and instances of no less flagrant injustice will 
from time to time occur, if this policy is to 
goon. And why should the alien and the stranger, 
people who know us not and care not for us, be 
allowed the privilege of seizing such prizes, and 
wresting them from our own meritorious and en- 
terprising, and, if. you please, poor citizens? Sir, 
the average of sales does not show, cannot show, 
the value of the lands granted away. by this bill.. 
Pre-empticn laws would seem to be the cause, and 
should not, therefore, be urged as a consequence, of 
the low average of sales. The most valuable 
lands, the choice tracts—those which would com- 
mand the highest price if brought fairly and equally 
into the market, and thus swell the general ave- 
rege—are all culled out, pre-occupied by these 
squatters, aliens, and others, and accounted for 
in the sales only at the very minimum. 
fuse land, after these people have picked and 
culled it all over, is alone left to be disposed of at 
public sale. No wonder, then, your average should 
be low. 

To suppose the average of sales which has been 
referred to, is sufficient data upon which to esti- 
mate the amount of bounty granted by this bill, 
would be to suppose there was no difference in 
value between the most fertile, the best wooded, 
pest watered, and most advantageously located 
tracts of country, such as squatters will always 
seize upon, and those most destitute of these quali- 
ties; would be to suppose that all the publie domain, 
fertile and sterile, prairie and forest, mountain and 
valley, was of equal value. Sir, the idea is erro- 
neous, manifestly erroneous. The benefits which 
will accrue by this bill to those who come within 
its provisions, are immense, and I desire to confine 
these benefits to our own ettizens. I make no spe- 
cial or particular opposition to foreigners by the 
amendment offered; that amendment only gees to 
exclude persons not naturalized from the bounty, 
large bounty, of the Government, which, I 
repeat it, sir, if granted at all, ; 
granted, with color of justice and right, 
only to such citizens as may be settlers 
on these lands. Foreigners who may come 
here, are left to the enjoyment of all 
rights under pre-existing laws, and according to 
the pre-existing policy of the country. They will 
have the same right that I myself have, or the 
people whom Lin part represent on this floor, to 


attend the sales of Government Jand, and there 
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can be; 


purchase at open auction, or acquire by private 
entry, lands liable to be taken in that way, in such 
States as please to allow those who owe them no 
allegiance by nature or otherwise, to become the 
owners of the soil. The wisdom of that policy I 
leave to the consideration of the States which has 
adopted it; but I can never consent to bestow the 
the property of the people of Maryland, and of the 
Union, as a bounty upon aliens. 

The honorable Senator from Alabama, (Mr. 
Cray,) has stated that the settled policy of the Go- 
vernment heretofore has been in accordance with 
the provisions of this bill, in relation to aliens, 
and to prove this, has referred to some special 
grants of public lands, to particular descriptions 
of foreigners, made by Congress for special and 
peculiar reasons; and does this prove such to be 
the general policy of the Government? To my 
mind, sir, it proves the very reverse; special en- 
actments are only necessary to take a case out ofa 
general rule, and such special enactment, such ex- 
ception proves the rule, does not reverse it, sir! 

This pelicy originated with the act, now attempted 
to be revived, of 1830; and so obvious was the pro- 
priety and justice of excluding aliens from the be- 
nefit of the provisions of that law, that even the 
gentleman’s own friends, the very officer to whom 
was confided the administration of the law, doubted 
and questioned, as well he might, whether these 
people were embraced within its spirit; whether 
Congress could possibly have intended to extend its 
provisions to aliens. He, sir, questioned, and well 
questioned, whether such could be the rue in- 
tention of Congress; and so strong were his doubts, 
that they could not be quieted witheut consulung 
the law officer of the Government, the Attorney 
General. The opinion of this last-mentioned of- 
cial personage I now hold in my hand, sir. It is 
unnecessary to read it; but the conclusion to which 
he comes is, that aliens, not being excluded in 
terms, and the words of the law being general, 
all persons, aliens as weil as citizens, must be 
admitted to all the advantages granted by it. It is 
plain, then, it has not been heretofore considered 
the settled policy of the Government to grant the 
public domain as a gratuity to intruders from fo- 
reign countries. Strange, indeed, in the present 
condition of this country, would be such a po- 
licy; and still more strange would it be if 
the Senate now reject the amendment made, un- 
der consideration. It is time to check this evil; 
itis pregnant with danger; it is pregnant with 
wrong and injustice. I trust, sir, the Senate will 
not refuse to adopt the amendment; but that by in- 
grafting it upon the bill, which itis easy to foresee 
will pass this body in some shape, they will 
prove to the country that oar own citizens, whose 
property we are disposing of, are stiil deemed wor- 
thy of a preference, in the distribution, over stran- 
gers andaliens, 

Mr. BUCHANAN of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
BENTON of Missouri, having each made some 
further remarks in opposition io Mr. MERRICR’S 
amendment, he again ruse and said: 

I desire, Mr. President, to make a single remark 
in reply to the honorable Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr. Bucuanan.) That Senator, in announc- 
ing briefly his opposition to the amendment before 
the Senate, remarked that there seemed to be an 
extraordinary spirit of opposition to foreigners, 
manifesting itself in the country. I think, on the 
contrary, there is a morbid affection manifested 
here and elsewhere for foreigners and aliens. The 
Senator observed, Mr. President, he might be al- 
lowed to be somewhat sensitive upon such a sub- 
ject, as he was himself the son of a foreigner, who 
was afterwards naturalized. Sir, allow me to tell 
the Senator in this respect we are alike; I toa, sir, 
am the son of a foreigner, who became a natural- 
ized citizen; and yet, sir, I love my own native 
country, and my own -fellow-citizens, better than 
foreigners. I have been thanked too, sir, by the 
honorable Senator over the way (Mr. Benton) for 
introducing the amendment; and the intimation 
was that I, and those who act with me, were to be 
held to account some where for the course we are 
now pursuing. On my soul, sir, the Senator is 
heartily welcome to all the advantages he can 
gain by the amendment I have had the honor to 


submit. Ihave discharged my duty, sir, to the 
peopie of Maryland, who sent, me here, and. the 
people of the Union, all of whom have a common 
interest with usin this question, by. presetiting the 
amendment, and Iam ready and willing- -at any, 
and all times, to meet all the consequences, and all 
the responsibility, of going for my own country, 
and my own fellow-citizens, native and naturalized, 
against all aliens. ? f 

Mr. YOUNG said, I hope, Mr. President, that 
the honorable Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Mer- 
Jick,) does not intend to engraft upon this bill the 
“Native American System.” Ifso, I must enter 
my protest against any such amendment. I very 
much regret, sir, that the remarks of the honorable 
Senator had not been made sometime ago, when a 
certain bill was passed through this and the other 
body, granting a “bounty” of one township of land. 
to the “refugee Poles,” on the waters of Rock 
river, in Illinois, with the privilege of locating up- 
on the improvements of our settlers, and ten years’ 
credit in which to make payment, at the minimum 
price of the Government. Sir, much injustice and 
oppression has grown out of this grant, as the docu- 
ments now in the hands of the land committee, 
with other evidences in my possession, entitled to 
the highest credit, will amply shew. My informa- 
tion is, Mr. President, that the Baron Klopiski, 
agent for the “Polish exiles,” went upon the lands 
bordering on Rock river, one of the fairest poriions 
of our State, for the purpose of selecting andto- 
cating his two townships of land, that he fouad 
many people already seitied there upon the public 
lands, with the view of making that section of 
country the permanent abiding place for them- 
selves and ther families. Many had already 
erected houses, and enclosed and improved hand- 
some little farms, with the intention of purchasing 
the land from the Governmeat whenever it should 
be brought into market. He finds them thus situ- 
ated. They extend to him the rights of hospitality, 
never withheld by this meritorious class of people 
from the poorest wayfaring man who may happen 
to find his way into their country. But for this 
“distinguished foreigner,” and his companions in 
exile, all their sympathies were enlisted, and from 
him nothing in the way of the most generous and 
liberal hospitality was withheid. They feast him 
upon the best their humble cabins. afford; they go 
with him, and show him the country; and manifest, 
in advance, their willingness to receive his coun- 
trymen on the most intimate footing of friends and 
neighbors. He thanks them for their hospitality, 
and to quiet the most remoie apprehension of any 
intention on his part to encreaeh upon their settle- 
iments, he assures them, again and again, that he 
will respect their improvements, and that he will 
not interfere with their homes. They believe him, 
and are sausfied. 

Well, sir, the next thing our honest, confiding 
citizens hear from this “distinguished foreigner,” 
he has made his locations, and in violation of all 
his pledges and assurances, made under the most 
solemn garb of friendship, he takes every improve- 
ment in that section of the country; and the people, 
sir, have applied to Congress for relief. And yet 
sir, the honorable Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
Merrick) says he would vote again and again for 
such donations, bounties, or whatever gentlemen 
are pleased to call them. Thus is it, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and I am sorry it is so, that Whenever an ap- 
peal is made in behalf of “poor foreigners,” or the 
“poor Indians,” all the sympathies of certain gen- 
tlemen are excited to the utmost, and they are 
willing to vote again and again for donations, 
bounties, or any thing else, to relieve their unforta- 
nate condition; bat when the claims of our “own 
poor citizens” upon your borders are presented, 
ail their sympathy is gone, and they are denounced 
as a “lawlessset of heartless, reckless speculators." 
Yes, sir, it has been emphatically said by an honora- 
ble Senator, (Mr. Cray of Ky.) that they might as 
well “seize upon your forts and arsenals, your 
ships upon the ocean,"or plunder the money in your 
Treasury, as thus to seize upon the public lands, 
and appropriate them to their use, in violation of 
law and against the just rights of the nation,“ 
Sir, the honorable Senator much mistakes the chaa 
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dent, a more peaceable, orderly, industrious, hos- 
pitable people to be found in any country. But, 
sir, the object of this amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. Merrick) is to ex- 
clude foreigners not naturalized from the advan- 
tages held out by this bill to native citizens, and to 
such as have been naturalized. I, sir,can never 
consent to this distinction. By the constitution and 
laws of Illinois, the State of my adoption, foreign- 
ers may vote, they may be elected to offices of the 
most important character, and are made capable 
of purchasing, holding, enjoying, and again 
transferring, rea! estate, by will or otherwise. 
Yes, Mr. President, I have seen a foreigner, not 
naturalized, a member of our State Legislature, en- 
joying all the privileges ofa native citizen. Many 
of them are my acquaintances and friends, and I 
cannot vote against them. I hope, therefore, Mr. 
President, that the amendment may not be adopted. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished the Senate 
would go for the interests of the whole Union, as a 
people, and not so exclusively for the new States. 
This domain was the public property—the property 
of the whole people of the United States; and he 
thanked the Senator from Maryland for introduc- 
ing a proposition for conferring the bounty of the 
Government to our own race, instead of holding 
out a general invitation to all the paupers of all the 
European Governments to come here, and com- 
pete with our own honest poor. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that it was not his in- 
tention to go into any detailed argument upon the 
question before the Senate. He would merely 
state, in general terms, the reasons why he should 
vote for the bill. This he would do, not for the 
purpose of convincing others, but of placing him- 
self in the position which he desired to occupy. 

It had been repeated over and over again in’ the 
course of this debate, that the bill before the Senate 
would confer a bounty upon the actual settlers on 
the public lands, at the expense of the people of the 
United States. He denied that it would produce 
any such effect, These settlers would be compelled 
to pay the minimum price of one dollar and twenty- 

- five cents per acre for their land. Could the Go- 
vernment now obtain more for it at public auction 
had it remained unsettled? Let the history of the past 
answer this question, From the first of January, 
1823, until the present day, averaging all the land 
sales which had been made, the result was that we 
had reccived tivo, three, four, five, or at the most, 
six cents per acre more than what the settlers would 
be obliged to pay under this bill. Senators had 
differed in their statements upon this subject; but 
none of them had contended that the average price 
upon the whole sales exceeded one dollar and thirty- 
one cents per acre. The Commissioner of the Land 
Office states it to have been one dollar and twenty- 
seven cents and nine-twenticths. The question 
then was, whether for the prospect, and a hopeless 
one it was, of obtaining six cents per acre more at 
public auction, we should attempt to expel the set- 
tlers from their lands, and thus, by depriving them 
of a home, inflict the greatest misery and distress 
npon themselves and their families? 

Mr. B. said that our past experience ought 
to have taught us, that this was a question in 
which the Government had but little, if any, pecu- 
niary interest. It was a question between the ac- 
tual settlers on the one side, and the organized 
bands of specniators which attended the land sales 
on the other. It was notorious—it had often been 
established on this floor—that these speculators, 
acting in concert, had prevented bidding above 
the miuimum price, and had purchased our most 
valuable lands ata dollar and a quarter per acre. 
Tf the settlers should not obtain these lands at this 
price, the speculators would. This was the alter- 
native. Turn this question and argue it in what- 
ever mode you might, still we come to the same 
result. It was a matter of indifference, so far as 
the Treasury was concerned, whether you granted 
these pre-emptions or not. In either event, the 
Government would neither be benefited nor in- 
jured. Then he was called upon to decide between 
the actual settler, who had spent his time and his 
labor in cutting down the forest and preparing 
himself a-home in the wilderness, and the heart- 
less speculator who might be anxious tu deprive 
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these hardy pioneers of the benefit of their toil, 
and to purchase the land whith they had improved. 
He could not hesitate upon this subject. Past es- 


perience had rendered it certain that the United: 


States will never receive ‘more for their land. than 
a cent or two per acre above the minimum price ; 
and for this inconsiderable difference, he would not 
turn off the men who have settled upon our public 
lands, in order that they might be monopolized at 
the public sales by speculators, Let the actual 
settler have “the first cut,” and sufficient will re- 
main for the companies of speculators who attend 
the public auctions. He had no doubt that in. both 
these modes of sale there had been frauds; but he 
should always. lean to that side which would pro- 
tect the poor man in the possession of the land 
which he had rendered valuable by the sweat of 
his brow, rather than in favor of those who had 
come from a distance to purchase him vut of house 
and home. 

Mr. B. probably should not have said a word 
upon the subject, had it not been for the amend- 
ment which had been offered by the Senator trom 
Maryland, (Mr, Merrick.) This amendment pro- 
posed lo make an invidions distinction, which bad 
never been made heretofore in our legislation against 
foreigners who had settled upon the public lands, 
and had not been naturalized prior to the first day 
of December fast. Whilst it granted pre-emptious 
in such cases to our own citizens, it excluded these 
foreigners. Why had this change been proposed 
in our settled policy? He had observed with re- 
grel, that attempts were now extensively making 
throughout the conntry, to excite what was called 
a native American feeling against those who had 
come from a foreign hind to participate in the bles- 
sings of our free Constitution. Such a feeling was 
unjost—it was ungrateful. fn the darkest days of 
the Revolution, who had assisted us in fightiog onr 
battles, and achieving our independence? — Fu- 
reigners, yes, sir, foreigners. He would not say, 
for he did not believe, that our independence conid 
not have been established without their aid; but 
he would say the struggle would have been longer 
and more doubtful, After the Revolution, emigra- 
tion had been encouraged by our policy. ‘Phroush- 
out the long and bloody wars in Europe which 
had followed the French revolution, this county 
had ever been an asylum for the oppressed of all 
nations. He trasted that at this late day, the Con- 
gress of the United States were not about to esta- 
blish for the first time, such an odious distine- 
finn as that proposed between one of our citizens, 
who had settled upon the public lands, and his 
neighbor whe had pursued the same course under 
the faith of your previous policy, merely because 
that neighbor had not resided long enough within 
the United States to have become a nataralized 
citizen. He was himsel! the son of a naturalized 


‘foreigner, and perhaps might feel this distinction 


the more sensibly on that account. Me was glad 
the yeas and nays had been demanded, that he 
mightrecord his vote against the principle pro- 
posed by the amendment, 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. replied to Mr. BUCHANAN de- 
nying that the actual setters were in a majority of 
cases found residing permanently on the lands, 
which they had been hired to claim, and to hold, by 
speculators, for the purpose of getting these best 
portions of the public domains into their hands. He 
maintained thal there was a loss to the Govern- 
ment by the pre-emption systermn,—and argued that 
the system was a flagraut violation of that equality 
which is justice, and that it would produce, and 
was producing Jawlessness and disorder in those 
domains. 

Batthe honorable Senator from Pennsylvania 
has alluded eulogistically to foreigners. Does he 
mean tu compare the De Kaibs, the Steubens, the 
Lafayettes, the Pulaskis, with the hordes of fo- 
reign panpers that are constantly flooding our 
shores? There were other foreigners who mingled 
in our Revolutionary struggle, bat on the other 
side; the Hessians,—and can they be compared 
with those gallant men who came here to aid in the 
cause of struggling liberty? He thought this Go- 
vernment had been quite as liberal in its policy to- 
wards foreigners, as was proper or desirable: and 
no Senator would vote egavast the proposition of the 
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Senator from Maryland with more pleasure ‘than 
that with which he would vote for it: : 


Mi. BUCHANAN remarked, thatafter all which: 
had been said, or could be said, by the Senator from.. 


which he had: heard, and the extravagant: state- 
ments which had been made, he ‘was‘astenished to’ 
find, from the official’ document read by the Sena~ 
tor from Mississippi, (Mr. Wanrer,) that compa 
ratively so small a portion of the*public lands had 
been sold’ to pre-emptioners, » He had not investi- 
gated the subject minutely; and therefore asked Mr. 
Watker to slate the number of acres. [Mr. W. 
said that the whole wumber since Jaly, 1820, was 
2,387,650 acres.) : S y 
. Then, said Mr. B. the result of the whole mat- 
ter is, that since that time not one twentieth of all 
the public lands which had been sold was purchased 
by actual settlers at the minimumi price; and we` 
may have possibly lost, according: to the official 
retorns same two or- three cents peracre. And 
this is the mighty matter in dispute. In the hope 
that we may realize this paltry. difference, we are 
asked to drive the actual settlers from their homes, 
in order that the’ organised “bands of speculators, 
of which we have heard so much, may obtain this 
land at the very same price. This was the ques» 
tion and the only question. Pee oo 
Wise. and practical statesmen would study the: 
actual condition of the’country, and never attempt 
that which was, from its nature, morally impossi- 
ble. We ought to yield with a good grace to cir- 
cumstances Which we could not control. In what 
sitnation were we now placed? A very great 
number of persons had settled upon the public 
land since the date of the last pre-emption law. 
They had gone there on the presumption that you 
would place them upon the same footing with 
those who had gone there before them. You had 
for years pursued this system, and you had passed 
no law which indicated any intention of abandon- 
ing it, You had thus, to a certain extent, pledged 
your faith that you would respect the ‘tights which: 
might be acquired in this manner, Yon were‘now 


placed in.a condition. that ‘you could not “draw 


back, even if you would. - In that part of Wiscon- 
sin west of the Mississippi called Iowa, there were 
now more than thirty thousand setilers ‘on. the 
public lands. ‘They had formed themselves into 
counties and erected couwrt-houses, and this Gu- 
vernment had sent them jadges. They were now 
a flourishing and prosperous community, under 
the protection of your laws. They had cleared 
away the forests, had erected farm houses and 
barns, planted orchards, cultivated the land, and 
were surrounded by all the necessaries and many 
of the conveniencies of life. Could you now expel 
such an entire community from their homes? ‘The 
attempt would be vain. It would cast disgrace 
upon the Government. After an unavailing effort, 
it would be abandoned, ft might be persisted in 
until civil commotion would be excited, and‘ blood 
woud be shed. At that point it must end. Thè 
moral sense of the people of this country would be 
roused against proceeding further. _ 

Ir is true that if the whole power of the United 
States were exerted for such a purpose, we might 
destroy this happy community, and drive- them 
from their homes; but it would never thus-be:ex” 
cried. Tt is wise, therefore, to submit atonce toa 
moral necessity which has been imposed. upon 
yeu m consequence of your own -conduct. “It is 
true ihat you may Jose & cent or two'per acre on 
the price of the land; but is such a Joss worth men- 
tioning when compared either with the calamities 
and injastice you would inflict by-a rigid adherence 
tu the leiter of the law, or with the expense which 
you would incur by sending ah ‘armed force into 
that ceuntry, in a vain attempt. to’ enforce its: pros 


paupers that are constantly flooding: 
with the DelKalbs, the. Steabens, th 
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to ask such a question. He felt a deep and grate- 
ful veneration for the memory of these illustrious 
men. They were leaders of our armies; but.what 
‘could they have accomplished without soldiers? 
Was it not a fact known to the world, that the 
emigrants from the Emerald Isle—that land of 


-" brave hearts and strong arms—had shed their blood 


freely in the cause of our liberty and independ- 
ence. It was now both ungrateful and unjust to 
speak of these people, in the days of our prosperi- 
ty, as hordes of foreign paupers. Such was not 
the language applied to them during the Revolu- 
tionary war, when they constituted a large and ef- 
fective proportion of our armies. 

The Senator had asked if he (Mr. B.) would 
It was true 
they had fought upon the wrong side, and were not 
much entitled to our sympathies. Still some apology 
might be made, even for them. They were the 
slaves of despotic power; and they were sold by 
their masters, like cattle, to the British Govern- 
ment. They had no will of their own, but were 
under the most abject subjection to petty princes, 
who considered themselves, by the grace of God, 
born to' command them. But the condition even of 
the poor Hessian has since been greatly improved. 
The principles cf liberty, which were sanctified by 
the American Revolution, are winning their way 
among every civilized people. In no country have 
they made greater progress than among the people 
of Germany; The Hessian of the present day is 
far different from what his fathers were; and let me 
tell Senators from the West that the best settlers 
they can have amongst them are the Germans. In- 
dustrious, honest and persevering, they make the 
best farmers of our country; whilst their firmness of 
character qualifies them for defending it against 
any hostile attacks which may be made by the In- 
dians along our western frontier. As to the hordes 
of foreigners of which we had heard, they did not 
alarm him. Any foreigner from any country under 
the sun, who, alter landing with his family on our 
Atlantic coast, will make his long and weary way 
into the forests or prairies west of the Mississippi, 
and there, by patient. toil, establish a settlement 
upon the public lands, whilst he thus manifests his 
attachment to our institutions, shows that he is 
worthy of becoming an American citizen. He 
furnishes us, by his conduct, the surest pledge that 
he will become a citizen the moment the laws of 
the country permit. In the mean time, so far as 
my vote is concerned, he shall continue to stand 
upon the same footing with citizens, and have his 
quarter section of land at the minimum price. 

Some further debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
WALKER, CLAY of Alabama, LINN, and 
others, took part. : 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed himself friendly to 
the amendment, and opposed to the bill. 

The qu2stion on the amendment was then taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided in the negative— 
for the amendment 15, against it 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Tallmadge, and Tipton—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, Websier, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—23. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

© Beit further enacted, That all settlements upon 
the public lands subsequent to the first day of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, shall 
be, and hereby are, strictly prohibited ; and the 
President shall be, and hereby. is, authorized and 
Tequired to cause all persons who may settle on the 
public lands subsequent to the day aforesaid to be 
removed therefrom.” 

Mr. C: said this amendment was strictly in ac- 
cordance withthe views presented in the Presi- 
dent’s: Message; and he should call for the yeas 
and nays, to see how many might, for the first 
time, rún counter to. any recommendation from 
that quarter. In this instance he would be an Ad- 
Ministration man fop once, and yote for the adop- 
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tion of the measure. Mr. C. fead extracts from 


the message of the President, in relation to the land. 


system, which he enlogized as wise, and in accord- 
ance with the old land system, before thes> iniqui 
tous pre-emption claims were pressed upon the 
consideration of the Senate. 

. Mr. BUCHANAN said if it were not so late in 
the evening, and if he felt a disposition to make a 
speech against Executive influence, what an occa- 
sion had just been presented for it by the Senator 
from Kentucky! That he, of all men, should be 
found eulogising the late message of President Van 
Buren, and reading extracts from it for the avowed 
purpose of influencing the votes of Senators in 
favor of his amendment! Wonders would never 
cease. On another occasion, to which he (Mr. B.) 
had often alluded, he had ‘followed the leading of 
the Senator from Kentucky, and a former Senator 
from New Hampshire; but he would now with- 
hold his allegiance from this new coalition between 
the President and the Senator from Kentucky. He 
would vote against them both. 

If time permitted, although he could not equal, 
he might at least emulate the eloquence of the 
Senator who had formerly denounced Executive 
inflaence in such glowing and patriotic strains 
upon this floor. He might say that the Executive 
power was expanding its vast jaws, and was ready 
to swallow up all the other-powers of the Govern- 
ment. ‘That Congress was about to be annihilated, 
and the President, under the forms of the Consti- 
tution, about to become the real despot of the 
country, when an Executive message was openly 
read in the Senate of the United States for the pur- 
pose of influencing its members.: But he would 
forbear. He had only risen to express his astonish- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY was glad that the attention of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania was at length awaken- 
ed to the dangers of Executive influence. He pre- 
sumed that Senator’s opposition to the recominen- 
dations of the President would last about as long 
as his own (Mr. Cray’s) advocacy of them; that is 
to say, for about three minutes, or until the next 
Executive measure should be introduced, when he 
(Mr. B.) would doubtless take the opportunity of 
returning to his allegiance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he should probaily 
be inclined to do so, unless that measure should be 
endorsed by the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. CLAY good humoredly said, “Very fair, 
sir, very fair!” 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and lost—ayes 17, noes 27 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Mer- 
rick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
Southard, Spence, Webster, and Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Menton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robin- 
Son, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Walker, 
White, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then moved an adjourn- 
ment, on which Mr. WALKER asked the yeas 
and nays; the motion was lost—yeas 21, nays 23. 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Mer- 
rick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dv, Hubbard, Lion, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—23. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, sinee he had last 
addressed the Senate on the amendment he had ori- 
ginally offered, to confine the pre-emption to lands, 
the Indian title to which had been extingnished six 
months prior to the first day of December last, the 
Senate had rejected his amendment; and the Senas- 
tor from Tennessee (Mr. Ware) had proposed an 
amendment which had been adopted, having re- 
ceived the vote of himself and colleague. - By this 
amendment, all claims for pre-emptions are ex- 
cluded, to which the Indian title had not been ex- 
tinguished at the time of the settlement. This 


until the 22d of December last, and the bill, 
the amendment, provides - for. settlements after: the. 
Indian title was extinguished, and by or before 
first of December: He (Mr. 8.) found, by-an-ex 
mination of the treaty, that it was not approved.till. - 
that time. He had no doubt, but that. ‘his .col- 


league honestly believed that such. would. be the.. 


construction of the bil; and there may be great. 
doubt about it. He, (Mr. S.) however, believed. 
that the whole proceedings would relate back to the. ` 
date of the contract, the date of the treaty. He be- 
lieved this to be the universal construction. He 
wished to have the whole matter between the State 
and the settlers entirely excluded from the opera- 
tions of this bill. His colleague thought such was 
the situation of the case as the bill now stands: he 
thought otherwise. He did not, however, rise at this 
time to complain of any vole, nor to repeat the ar- 
guments he had offered in favor of his amendment, 
but merely tosay, that since that vote was taken, 
he had received an Indianapolis paper, by which 
it appears that the subject had been introduced into 
the Senate of the State of Indiana, by a resolution 
instructing the Committee of Ways and @feans to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a joint re~; 
solution instructing her Senators and requesting her. . 
Representatives in Congress to use their influence 
in obtaining for the State..of Indiana the: right of 
pre-emption, at the minimum price, the lands lately 
acquired of the Miami Indians, to aid and essist ‘in 
the progress of her works of internal improvement. 
Pending the question on this proposition, a motion 
was made by the Senator representing the district 
including the reserve, to amend by strikiag out. the 
word “State,” and inserting “all individuals who 
have settled on said lands in anticipation of a re- 
newal of the pre-emption law.” This motion was 
decided by the, Senate in the negative, by a vote of 
37 to 6. The question recuried on the original 
proposition, and after a full argument, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by a vote of 39 to 5... The 
Senators who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Baird, Beard, Bowen, Bradbury, Brady, 
Casey, Chambers, Clark, Cole, Colerick, Craw- 
ford, Daily, Dobson, Dunn, Dunning, Elliott, 
Finch, Hacket, Hoagland, Kennedy, Little, Mitch- 
ell, Morgan of D., Morgan of R., Mount, Seigler, 
Stafford, Stewart, Tenman, Thompson of J., 
Thompson of L., Thompson of P., Trask, Tuley, 
Walker, Watt, and Wawter. Those Senators 
who voted against the resolution, were Messrs, ` 
Cathcart, Ewing, Green, Smith, and Watts of D. 
The Senate of that State well apprised .of ‘the 
merits of ihe claims of the settlers on these lands, 
rejected a motion to insert them in the resolution, 
even of inquiry, by a vote of 37 to 6, and passed - 
the resolution assuming the very grounds that he 
Mr. S. had occupied before Senate a few days ago on 
his proposed amendment, by a vote of 39 to 5. Thus 
susiained in his opinion of the merits of the ques- 
tion, he felt it to be his duty to move to amend the. 
bill, by striking out the word “December,” and 
inserting the word “September;” if this amend- 
ment prevails, it will exclude , these lands; and 
leave the question open for farther consideration 
in relation to them. : ; , 
This amendment was afterwards so modified, as 
to read: : 
Provided, That the lands ceded. to the United 
States by the treaty of 1837, with the Miami In- 
dians in Indiana, shall be excluded from the opera- 
tions cf this act. . ; : 
Mr. TIPTON said that he would make no apo- 
logy. to the Senate for trespassing on their attention- 
even at this late hour, as those acquainted with. his 
course here well knew that he seldom oceupied 
much of their time in making speeches; but he felt 
called upon to reply to the remarks made by his 
honorable colleague. in support of his -motion to 
amend the bill now under consideration; and before 
he sat down, he hoped to satisfy bis colleague and 
a majority. of the Senate that his amendment was 
uncalled for. If doubts had existed in the mind of 
any one as to the impossibility of pre-emption 
claim resting on the landslately ceded by the Miami 
Indians in Indiana, it was put beyond a doubt by 
w Be 
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the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee, 
adopted two days ago, for which he voted. 

Thad hoped, (said Mr. T.) when my colleague 
rose to address the Senate, that he would have de- 
fended our constituents, who are settlers upon the 
public lands, from the unjustifiable assaults made 
upon them on this floor; but as he did not see pro- 
per to do so, I feel it to be my duty to defend 
their reputation. 1 could wish that the task had 
fallen into abler hands. There are those more 
able, but none more,willing, than myself, to. do 
justice to the people of that noble young State, 
whose servant { am. J have an account to seule 
with the honorable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Cray,) in doing which I shall in part reply to the 
remarks of my colleague. I will not attempt to 
prolong the debate by entering into a discussion of 
the merits of the bill now before the Senate. I 
only desire to correct the errors into which 
that honorable Senator has fallen in relation to 
a very respectable portion of the State which 
I have the honor, in part, to represent 
here. I was called out of the Senate cham- 
ber yesterday for a few moments, on business, 
whilst the pre-emption bill was under discussion. 
When I returned to the chamber, the honorable 
Senator to whom I have alluded was closing his 
remarks, in opposition to the bill, by reading ex- 
tracts from a newspaper, published in Indiana. l 
had not, consequently, an opportunity of hearing 
all his remarks, ner do I find them reported ia the 
morning papers, but] am informed thathe indulged 
in harsh expressions against the citizens of my 
State, whom he was pleased to denominate as 
€ squatters on the public lands.” J hope he was 
misunderstood. If that honorable Senator had 
only alluded to settlers on the public lands in In- 
diana, in speaking of them in connection will the 
people of other States, E would not have felt con- 
Strained to reply; but he has more than once or 
twice, on different days, during this debate dwelt 
it would seem with peculiar emphasis on the 
squatters on those valuable publiclands in Indiana, 
applying to those who occupied them remarks that 
shall not go unanswered or uncontradicted. I 
will repeat as nearly as I can what was told yes- 
terday, and if I go wrong he can correct: me. 
T understood that he denounced the settlers on the 
lands asa lawless banditi of land robbers, unjust- 
ly grasping at the public treasure. 

{tTere Mr. Cray rose, and said that he would 
repeat what he did say on the oecasion referred to 
bythe honorable Senator [from Indiana. Tle did 
say that the squatters on the public lands were a 
lawless rabble; that they might as well seize upon 
our forts, our arsenals, or on the public treasure, 
as to rush out and seize on the public lands.] 

Mr. TIPTON resumed. The Senator admits 
that the expressions used by him amounted to what 
I have repeated. Does he not know that the laws 
to prevent trespass on the publie lands have ne- 
ver,in a single instance, been put in force for 
many years, but have steodas a dead letter on our 
statute books for a quarter of a century? That 
the emigrants from the old to the new States are 
in the constant habit of entering upon the best 
public land they could find, building cabins to 
shield their families from the peling of the storm, 
and cultivating the soil, regardless whether the 
land had been surveyed or nol, with the expecia- 
tion and intention of paying the Government for 
the lands whenever they should be brought into 
market. Has it not been the constant practice of 
Congress to pass laws to protect the actual setier 
from the iron grasp of the speculator? And is it just 
to call those industrious and enterprising citizens, 
who settle on the public lands with intention to pur- 
chase as soon as they come into market, a lawless 
rabble? I think not. Does the honorable Senaior 
know that the people of four entire counties in In- 
diana—Porter, Lake, Newton, and Pulaski, with a 
portion of Miami and_ other counties—are settlers 
on the public lands? They are emigrants from the 
older States, seeking a home in the West. 

It is true, sir, most of them are poor, but I trust 
and believe they are honest. I know them i0 be 
honorable, peaceable, law-abiding citizens, who 
would scorn a dishonorable action as much as the 
Senator biniself. Iam personally acquainted with 
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many of them: they are educated, moral, and highly 
respectable. Many of them would lose nothing by 
a comparison with members on this floor; and if the 
honorable Senator holds a different opinion, it 18 
because he has been misinfermed. Those who 
communicated with the honorable Senator on this 
subject, should have given him another piece of in- 
formation that might possibly be of service to him 
in a coming day. They should have informed 
him that the Indiana State Senate, who adopted 
the resolution read by him, is composed of men 
of great respectability—-none more so; but 
like other bodies, its decisions are not unfrequently 
influenced by considerations which do not appear 
on the surface, and which in this case I fear were 
not communicated 10 him by his informant. It 
may not be uninteresting to thatgentleman toknow 
thata majority of the Senate of Indiana which 
adopted the resolution, are opposed to the late and 
present Administration of the General Govern- 
ment. ‘They, of course, follow their great leader, 
the Senator from Kentucky, and support his land 
bill, ‘Phe Administration advocates graduation 
and pre-eraption to actual settlers, whilst the Sena- 
tor and his friends oppose both. My principal 
object in rising, was to disabuse the public mind, 
with regard to the action of the Senate of Indiana. 
Every question has two sides, and the Senator 
from Kentucky and my colleague have presented 
only one of those sides. 

While they have shown most conclusively that 
a certain resolution was adopted by a very large 
majority in that bedy, they bave carefully con- 
cealed the complexion which that question assumed 
there, and have read and told as just enough to 
give us fo understand that the resolution was 
passed by an overwhelming majority; and they 
have endeavored to show that this decision should 
have influence upon the action of this body. 

I will now present to the Senate a brief view 
of the other side of the question. It is true a 
resolution was passed in the Senate of the State 
from which I came, te instruct the Committee of 
Ways and Means of that body “to inguire into 
the expediency of reporting a joint resolution 
insiracting their Senators and requesting their Re- 
presentatives in Congress, to use their jotluence in 
obtaining for the State of Indiana the right of pre- 
cinplion, at the minimum price, to the lands lately 
acquired of the Miami Indians, to aid the State in 
the progress of her works of internal improve- 
ments.” And is it to be supposed that a majority 
could be found in that Senate to go against such a 
resolation? Surely not. And can the Senator sup- 
pose that no other motive than opposition to grant- 
ing the poor setter a pre-emption right to a quarter 
section of land, improved by the labor of his own 
hands, influenced the members of the State Senate 
who voled for the resolution in question? He 
surely cannot suppose so; but if he does, he is 
greatly mistaken. It should be borne in mind 
that the State is embarked in an extensive system 
of internal bnprovement. It has created a large 
debt, with amerest accruing. ‘Phere is a strong 
party in the State Legislature opposing the system 
ef internal improvement, and exerting themselves 
lo classify the public works, or to suspend a pait of 
them, and potoff their completion for many years. 
‘The resolution is asking a boon from the General 
Government, which, if granted, would lighten the 
burdens of the people, and be of great benefit to 
the State. Itis only te be wondered at that a sin- 
gle vote was recorded against it. Should the reso- 
lunon be adopted, instructing my colleague and 
myself to ask a pre-ernption to the State, may we 
hope that the Senator from Kentucky will vote with 
us? We shall see. I will go as far as my colleague 
to serve the State. It would afford me great plea- 
sure to aid ber in raising means to carry on her 
public works; but in doing this, as public men we 
should have an eye as well to individual justice as 
to public benefit, Ido not think that the amend- 
ment of my colleague, if adopted, will efect any 
beneficial object to the State which we represent 
nere. Jt looks well on paper, but is calculated, in 
my opinion, to present a false issue. Let us ex- 
amine it, He tells us that his object is to prohibit 
individual pre~enptions on the lands lately pur- 
chased fom the Miamies. If his amendment be 


adopted, it will. make an. invidious distinction- bee: 
tween our own. constituents. and the citizens.of other 
new States of the West; and he calls ou-me to give .. 
a vote which would appear to deprive them of:a. 
privilege which this bill secures“ to others. ..1--do... 
not wish to be understood as expressing an, opinion: 
that a pre-emption right, under the’ provisions of. 
this bill, can vestin the lands -lately acquired from 
the Miami Indians. The amendment. offered py- 
the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr: Warre) for 
which I most cheerfully voted, prohibits the grant-. 
ing of pre-emptions to any person who settled upon. 
the lands before the Indian title had “been extin- 
guished, ‘When all the facts about this Miami 
treaty are properly understood, it seems to me they 
should quiet the fears of every one who opposes 
the granting of individual pre-emption rights to any 
portion of that valuable tract of land. Although 
this treaty was entered into in 1834, it was 
not ratified by the Senate until October last. 
By the resolution of ratification, it- was di- 
rected to be submitted to the Indians for their 
assent to certain alterations made on the part of 
the United States. It was accordingly submitted, 
and the assent of the Indians obtained in Novem- 
ber; but will my colleague say that the cession was, 
complete, and the title of the United States to the 
land perfect, before the promulgation. of the treaty 
by Executive proclamation? This publication was 
not made until the 22d of December. . I ask, then,. 
how can a pre-emption right be established. to 
lands ceded by this Miami treaty, when the bill 
under which they are to be claimed provides that 
the settler shall have been. in actual occupation of 
the land on the Ist of December last, near a month 
before the promulgation of the treaty which com- 
pleted the title of the United States to the land in 
question? On the Ist of December last the land-was 
Indian Jand, andtheamendmentof the Senator from. 
Tennessee (Mr. Wusre) expressly prohibits the ex- 
tension of this right to individuals settled upon such 
jand before the Indian title had been extinguished. - 
I hope the joint resolution will pass our Legislature, 
and be sent on here instructing us to make an ap- 
peal to the liberality of.the Senate, to grant to the 
State a pre-emption right to these lands at the 
minimum price. We will then have an oppor- 
tunity of testing the sincerity of those who- gppose 
individual pre-emptions, and have told-us that they 
would greatly preter granting it to the. State inaid 
of her public words, to granting it to squatters on 
the public lands. It will afford me great pleasure 
to exert my feeble abilities in forwarding the 
wishes of our State, but I greatly fear we. will be 
left in a lean minority. My colleage tells us he 
would vote against an individual pre-emption right, 
as an original proposition; that if he votes for it now, 
it will be because it has become the settled 
policy of the country. I view the matter in a dit- 
ferent light. Nothing can afford me more satis- 
faction than to vote the most valuable publie land 
owned by the Government to a poor, but honest 
pioneer, who seeks a home in the western. woods. 
Those who, at this day, emigrate from. the old to 
the new States, are generally from the farms, 
workshops, schools, or colleges, in the East, who 
make citizens of great moral worth, and who would 
grace any society; arid I ask, how can a’ man 
whose bosom glows with patriotic devotion to his 
country, deny to the present settlers on the public 
Jands the privileges enjoyed by others for more 
than a quarter of a century? I cannet: I will not. 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cuay) says 
there is no equality in the pre-emption system ; that 
it produces dissatisfaction, by going before.the sur- 
vey and seizing upon the choice spots. I admit 
that it produces dissatisfaction in two classes of 
individuals—one, the politician in the old States, 
who is loth to give up. the poor but industrious 
portion of their population ; and the other the capi- 
talists, who are anxious to get: possession of these 
choice spots, and who, by-attending the public 
sales and overbidding the poor maa, compel him 
to retire, and content himself with Jand. of an 
inferior quality. They~ are dissatisfied, but not 
wronged. E : i 

My colleague complains that polities bave been 
dragged into this debate... He admits that there-are 
those who will be influenced by political considera- 
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tions. I hope it will be recollected that it was not 
I who first introduced polities into this discussion. 
I did not bring forward newspapers here and read 
what had been said. on one side in the Indiana Le- 
gislature. I admit, however, that political con- 
siderations do sometimes influence the actions of 
public bodies in Indiana, as well as in other States. 
Į have carefully exarnined’ the. votes on the resolu- 
tions heretofore referred to, and find thatevery Whig 
Senator, with perhaps one exception, went for 1i; 
while the ltue band that opposed it urged the 
claims of the poor pioneer, and the policy of the 
laie and present Administrations. Buth the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky and my colleague referred with 
great satisfaction to what was said by Whig Sena- 
tors, but avoided alluding to what was said by 
Senators on the other side. I think it would have 
been an act of justice to present both sides of the 
question. Iconfess I recur with satisfaction to 
what was said in favor of the actual settler; and if 
advocating the measures of the Administration in 
relation to the publie lands be dragging in politics, 
then { am content to plead guilty to the charge. 

Although it has been shown that the resolution 
was adopted by a large majority of the Senate of 
Indiana, I do not wish to be understood as admit- 
ting that the vote on that resolution is-a fair index 
of the opinions of the people at large as to the poli- 
cy of granting individual pre-emptions. It only 
goes to show how many members of the State Se- 
nate were willing to ask another grant from this 
Government to aid her in completing her public 
works; and I advise the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky not to be too hasty in believing that a 
majority of the people of Indiana are opposed ta 
seeing Congress grant a pre-emption right to a 
quarter section of land to an actual settler, after he 
has improved it by the labor of his own hands. 

A word to the honorable Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
Mornis,) and I have done. He tells us that enor- 
mous speculations are about to be made, should we 
pass this bill, withoutthe amendment now under con- 
sideration; and he calls‘on the Senate to give a vote 
that shall prevent it. I have stated that the pre- 
emption right cannot rest on the Miami lands. 
-Upon`the subject of speculations, he may be better 
informed than I am, but I assure him that fam 
not, and never expect to be, personally interested, 
directly or indirectly, to the value of one cent, iv. 
any pre-emption that may de, granted or cbtained 
by the biil before us,or the Miami lands, or any 
other lands. ‘ 

He tells us that a very large majority of the In- 
diana Legislature is opposed to pre-emoptions. 
How does he know it? I will thank him fer any 
information he maysee fitto give us that comes 
from Indiana; but I hope he will permit me to in- 
form him that he is greatly mistaken if he thinks 
that a majority ofthe yeomanry of that State oppose 
pre-emption laws. The large money holders there, 
as elsewhere, oppose them; but the bone and sinew 
of the country, who make their living by the swee 
of their brow, each, and every one of them, w 
be willing to accept a pre-emption right to ene 
quarter section of land ata dollar and a quarier an 
acre, if they could get it. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he did not rise to 
protract this debate at this late hour, but to reply to 
one cr two positions assumed by his colleague, 
(Mr. Tipron.) He (Mr. S.) regretted exceedingly 
to hear his colleague attempt to place. this matter 
on party grounds. The paper from which both 
himself and his colleague derived their knowledge 
of the vole in the Senate of their State, contained 
the yeas and nays. on the question, the same he 
(Mr. S.) had read to the Senate. Were Senators 
Brady, Casey, Crawford, Daily, Dobson, Dunning, 
Finch, Hacket, Stewart, Trask, Tuley ahd Watt, 
Opposition men. Were they opposed to this Ad- 
ministration? And yet these Senators all voted 
against the pre-emption to these settlers on the 
Miami reserve, and in favor of a-pré-emption to the 
State. He (Mr. S.) knew these Senators per- 
sonally; he knew them to stand in the first ranks 
of the friends of the Administration in the State. 
They were, like the other Senators, gentlemen -of 
talents and integrity, possessing an intimate know- 
ledge of this question, and the interest of the par- 
ties. They were, as were the other Senators, gen- 
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tlemen, he was proud to say, who were governed 
by the interest of their constituents, and who would 
scorn to test their devotion to that interest by party 
considerations. No, sir: it was no party measure, 
or in any way affected by general politics. In the 
nature of things, it could not be. It was not there 
so. considered, where the merits of the question were 
kuown; and he hoped it would not be so here, where: 
many of the Senators are unacquainted with its’ 


meris 


His colleagne had~said that owing to the value 


of these lands to the State, and her situation, in- 
volved æ she isin debt, with her internal improve- 
men's in progress, he only wondered that even five 
Senators could be found to vote for these settlers, 
in opposition to a pre-emption to the State. In 
this he (Mr. S.) fully concurred with his colleague; 
and he would add that he felt disposed to vote in fa- 
vor of what he believed to be the interest of the 
State. -He (Mr. S.) concurred entirely with his 
colleague as to the respectability of many of the 
settlers on the public lands in Indiana, who would 
be benefited by this bill; and for them he had the 
kindest feelings. But his public duties to the whole 
Slate were paramount to any personal feelings for 
a part of her citizens. He represented the whole, 
and not a part only; and he could not consent to 
give any vote that might greatly prejudice the 
whole of the citizens of the State, although it might 
confer a benefit on the few. He had now fully dis- 
charged what he believed to be his duty to the State 
he had the honor in part to represent; and he would 
close by repeating that he could not vote for this 
bill, if the interest of his Siate was to be compro- 
mitted ly it; and he feared it would be, if the bill 
passes without the amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and —yeas 17, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Merrick, Morris, 
Wiles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Smith of 
Indiana, Spence, Webster, White, and Williams— 
17. 

WAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Ciay cf Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkia, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, Wright, and 
Young—19, 

Mre CRITTENDEN then moved an adjourn- 
meat, on which motion the ayes and noes were 
called for, and were—yeas 21, nays 21. The 
VICE PRESIDENT voting in the negative, the 
motion was lost. 

YEAS—Messrs, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
7 Davis, Knight, Merrick, Morriss, Prentiss 
ton, Roane, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Talimadge, Webster, White, Wil- 
Hams, and Young—2l. 

NWAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cathbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
Hy Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, 
Wright—21. 

Mr. MORRIS immediately renewed the motion 
jouin. Negatived—ayes 18, noes 19. 
PRENTISS then offered the following 
dment: 

“Nor shall any person have any right, or be en- 
titled to a patent, under or by virtue of this act, 
without paying, in addition to the statute minimum 
price, at least one-haif of the real value of the land 


above that price, not including improvements, to | 


be ascertained by three judicious and disinterested 
appraisers under oath, to be appointed by the re- 
gister of the land office in the district where the 
land is situated.” : 

This amendment was also negatived by a vote of 
27 to 10, as follows: 
. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Southard, and Spence—10. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
ban, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Ni- 
chois, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Walker, Webster, 
¥ hite, Williams, Wright, and Young—7. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved an adjournment: 


negafived—ayes 16, noes 21. 


On motion of. Mr. YOUNG, the bill was 
amended by striking out the part relating. to the 
cultivation of one acre in com, small grain, cot- 
ton, potatoes, or the sugar cane, and. a_subatitute 
inserted. requiring. that the séttler. should be a 
householder of twenty-one. or more, years. of age, 
-and (on the suggestion of Mr. Wessres) should 
be an actual resident on the land for which pre 
emption should be claimed. `. ; 

The bill haying been reported to the Senate as 
amended, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading by a vote of 26 to 12, as follows: = ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Ni- 
cholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Tipton, Walker, Webster, White, Williams, - 
Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Southard, and 
Spence—12. f 

The Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, January 29, 1838. 0 

The bill to grant pre-emption rights to actual 
settlers on the public lands being read a third time, 
and the question being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, that whatever 
opposition might be made to this. bill, in his opi- 
nion, some provision of this nature was necessary 
and proper, and therefore he had supported it, and 
he should now vote for its final passage. 

Although entirely indisposed (said Mr. W.) to 
adopt any measure which may prejudice the pub- 
lic interest, or trifle with this great subject, and op- 
posed atalltimes to all new schemes and pro- 
jects, I still think the time has come when we must, 
from necessity, propriety, and justice, make some 
provision for the existing case. We are not now 
at the moment when pre-emption rights are first to 
be granted; nor can we recall the past. The state 
of things now actually existing must be regarded. 
To this our serious attention is summoned. There 
are now known t» be many thousands of settlers on 
public lands, either not yet surveyed, or the sur- 
veys not yet returned, or, if surveyed, not yet 
brought into market for sale. 

The first question naturally is, how came they 
there? How did this great number of persons get 
on to the public lands? Andto this question it may 
be truly answered, that they have gone’ on to the 
lands under the-encouragemént of previeus acts of 
Congress. They have settled and built houses, 
and made improvements, in the persuasion that 
Congress would deal with them in the same man- 
ner as it has, in repeated instances, dealt with 
others. This has been the universal sentiment 
and expectation. Others have settled on the pub- 
lic lands certainly with less encouragement from 
acts of Congress than these settlers have had, and 
have yet been allowed a pre-emption right.. These 
settlers, therefore, have confidently looked for the 
same privilege. ; - 

Another circumstance is fit to. be mentioned. 
Very large purchases of the public land are known 
to have been made in in 1835 and. 1836. These 
purchases exceeded the quantity necessary for ac- 
tual. settlement; and they were made, in many 
cases, in large tracts, by companies or by large 
single proprietors, who purchased for purposes of 
investment, and with a view to retain the lands 
until their value should be enhanced by the gens- 
ral settlement and improvement of the country. 
These purchases would be, of course, of the best 
and freshest lands in the market; that is, they would 
be in the mostrecent surveys, or, in other words, 
in the surveyed districts most advanced into the 
interior. Now ¿l have understood from good an- 
thority, that it has often happened in the Northwest, 
(and of the Southwest T know little,) that persons 
disposed to perchase and settle on the frontier have, 
in many instances, found themselves unable to buy 
to their satisfaction, either of Government-or indi- 
vidalals. Government had sold the best lands to 
companies or to individual. proprietors, and these 
last. were disposed to keep, and not to sell. Or 
they or their agents were either unknown, or were 
living in distant parts of the country, so that ap- 
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plication to purchase could not readily be made to 
them. f 

These circumstances, there can be no doubt, cre- 
ated a new incentive to pass beyond the surveys 
set down on the public domain, and trust to Con- 
gress fora pre-emption right, such as had been 
granted in previous instances. The result of these 
causes is, that settlements have become quite ex- 
tensive, and the number of people very large. In 
that part of Wisconsin which lies west of the Mis- 
sissippi there are supposed to be from thirty to fifty 
thousand inhabitants. Over this region Congress 
has extended civil government, established courts 
of law, and encouraged the building of villages 
and towns, and yet the country has not been 
brought into the market for sale, except it may be 
small quantities for the sites of villages and towns. 
In other parts of Wisconsin a similar state of things 
exists, especially on and near the border of Lake 
Michigan, where numerous settlements have been 
made and commercial towns erected, some of them 
already of considerable importance, but where the 
title to the land still remains in the Government. 
Similar cases exist in Indiana, Illinois, and Michi- 
gan, and probably, also, in the Southwestern 
States. 

Now, said Mr. W. the practical question is, 
what is to be done in these cases? What are we 
to do with those settlers, their improvements, and 
the lands on which they live? Is there any one 
who would propose ordesire that these lands should 
be put up at open auction, improvements and all, 
and sold to the highest bidder, without any regard 
whatever to the interest or protection of the set- 
tlers? For my part, I could propose no such thing, 
nor by any means consent to any such thing. 

Nor do I suppose that there could be such an 
auction, and that other persons could attend and 
bid at it freely, and over-bid the actual settlers for 
their own settlements and improvements, without 
disturbance and violation of the public peace. Nor 
would a dollar of money, in my judgment, be re- 
alized by the Treasury by such a course of proceed- 
ing, beyond what would be received for the same 
lands under this law. As lo the general justice of 
the bill, its policy, or the degree of indulgence 
which it holds out lo those who have become set- 
Hers, it ought to be remembered— 

1. That it applies only to those who have now 
already settled on the public lands. And I am 
quite willing to conenr with others in carrying out 
the recommendations of the President’s message, 
by adopting such measures as may be thought wise 
and reasonable for the future, as shall prevent the 
recurrence hereafter of any necessity for laws like 
this. 

2. The bill makes no donation, or gratuity. It 
grants only apre-emptien right—a right of previous 
purchase, at the price for which the greater part of 

“the public landshas been, and now is, actually sold. 

3. It gives this right only to the extent of one 
quarter section—not more than a reasonable quan- 
tity for a farm, in the estimation of the inhabi- 
tants of these new and vast regions. 

4. It gives the right only to headsof families, or 
householders, actually settled and residing on the 
tract. 

And, in my opinion, it is much in favor of this 
bill, that what it does grant, it grants (where the 
requisite proof is made) at once and for ever, 
without mischievous qualifications, and condi- 
tions subsequent, such as formed part of the bill of 
last year. 

It has been proposed to amend this bill, so as to 
limit its benefits to native or uaturalized citizens of 
the United States. 

Although I have heretofore been disposed to 
favor such a proposition, yet, on the whole, I 
I think it ought not to pass; because such a limita- 
tion has been altogether unknown, in our general 
system of land sales, and to introduce it here, 
where we are acting on rights already acquired, 
would be both invidious and unjust. 

It hasbeen proposed, also, so to amend the bill 
as to require that the settler, in addition to the dol- 
lar and a quarter per acre, should pay one-half 
the actual value of the land above that sum; this 
value to be ascertained by appraisers, appointed by 
the Register of the Land Office. I could not agree 


to this amendment; because, in the first place, we 
have never adopted the principle of selling lands 
on appraisement; but, secondly and mainly, be- 
cause, if these settlers have had any ground or rea- 
son to expect a pre-emption right from Congress, 
(which is the substantial foundation of the bill,) 


„they had had, and now have, reason to expect it, 


on the same terms on which it has been granted to 
others. i 

Mr. President, that there may be some undeser- 
ving persons among these settlers, I do not doubt. 
That the advantages of this bill may be enjoyed, 
in some cases, by those who are not actual settlers, 
with honest, bona fide purpose of permanent resi- 
dence, is very probable. But I believe the great 
majority of the cases te which the bill will apply 
will be such as ought to be relieved. I believe the 
bill is the readiest’ way of quicting these titles and 
possessions, which {the public interest requires 
should, in some way, be quieted without further de- 
lay. Ladeed, no course is proposed, but either to pass 
this bill, or to bring the lands at once to public auc- 
tion, open to the biddings of all. This last course, 
Tam persuaded, would result in no gain whatever 
ta the Treasury, whilst it might be attended 
with serious inconveniences to the public, and 
would be sure to throw whole neighborhoods, vil- 
lages, and counties, mto a state of much excite- 
ment, much perplexity, and much distress. Both 
for the general interests of the country, and for the 
interest and protection of the settler, I am of opi- 
nion that the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. BAYARD spoke for some time against the 
policy which the friends of the bill desired to pursue, 
to Wit maturing this business of pre-emption Into 
a system. That many individuals had settled 
land under a belief that they were legally entitled 
to do so, he did not doubt; but that there were 
others who had taken possession with a view to 
specntate on the public domain, he had just as 
hile doubt Mr. B. thought that most of the 
frauds had hitherto grown out of floats, and he was 
glad to see that the bill before them had been 
guarded in that particular; and if there had been 
any thing in it repudiating the idea of adopting the 
system as a general policy, he might have been 
induced to vole for it, As it was, however, he 
was unwilling to sanction the principle. Mr. B. 
spoke of the rapid manner in which the new States 
had sprung up; and now that they had attained to 
their present population, it was no longer the 
policy of the nation to drain the old States to en- 
large the new, which would certainly be the effect 
produced if the pre-emption system were made a 
continuons measure. By referring lo the last cen- 
sus, it would be seen that while the old States were 
stationary, or nearly se, the western States were 
increasing at a ratio of cighty-five per cent. If the 
inducements held ont by the pre-emption system 
were continued, it would drain the old States of 
their agricultural population and advance the new 
at the expeuse of the old. 

Mr. FULTON began by expressing the reluc- 
tance with which he mingled ina protracted de- 
bate that had been so fully and ably sustained by 
gentlemen on both sides of the question; but com- 
ing as he did from one of the new States which 
was, perhaps, more deeply interested than any 
other, he felt it his duty to say something on this 
occasion, ‘The measure before them was of the 
greatest importance to the citizens of the new 
States, because numbers of them were in a situa- 
tion where they would have it in their power to 
make themselves independent if it became a law, 
but who, if itdid not pass, would be driven from 
their homes, rendered valuable by their enterprise 
and industry, and injured in their present and fu- 
ture prospects in a way that it was incumbent on 
Congress to prevent. Those Senators who took a 
different view of the subject from him and his 
friends, labored under great misapprehcnsions, 
which he had hoped that the developments of this 
discussion would have removed. They did not, 
he would undertake to say, understand the charac- 
ters of the people for whose benefit this bill was 
framed; and im representing them as lawless 
intraders on the public domain, they did not re- 
present them truly. No, sir, said Mr. F. they 
are a law-abiding people, and in all other re- 


spects except being: found: on. the public lands ` 
without a legal title, they conform “as. strictly 
to the laws, and. are. as- well ordered- and <in- 
dustrious a: community asthe people- of. any 
other portion -of the Union. In. wuth it -was 
the hardships these people endured, the habits form- 
ed and the spirit of. adventure. created, which-had 
given such an enterprising character to the citizens 
of the West. And. why is it, asked Mr. F. that 
they resort to the public domain before obtaining a 
legal title to it? It was because, in travelling with 
their families to the West, they had exhausted 
their little means, and they were. not able to make 
an immediate purchase, and therefore went beyond 
the lands already m market, which they knew 
would be entered and taken from them by spe- 
culators so soon as they would improve them. 
It was to gain a little credit, perhaps, ofa few 
months, and to procure the means of complying 
with the demandsof the Government that they were 
induced to take possession of the vacant unocen- 
pied spot, which they honestly and in good faith 
intended by purchase to make their own, by giving 
for it, when brought into market, the same price 
at which the Government was able to sell all her 
public lands. And what should be the policy of 
the Government with respect to persons thus situ- 
ated? Were they not our fellow-citizens? And 
shall we deny to them the. poor privilege of mak- 
ing an effort to better their condition, or stand cold~ 
ly by and see them. ruined, and their wives and 
children deprived of a home and a shelter? Was 
not the vast public domain the common property 
of the people? Ought not all who desire to live by 
cultivating the soil, to be encouraged to do so by the 
Government? “Were there not millions of acres of 
this common property lying idle, to which the Go- 
vernment had a title, but which was valueless 
while it was waste and uncultivated; and which 
she could not have sold during our lives, if it had 
not been penetrated and opened by those very set- 
uers who have gone into the wilderness and con» 
verted it into flourishing settlements. It was only 
when waste land was improved that its true value 
could be known, and it was by settlement and im- 
provement in this way that it was brought into no- 
lice and estimation. Was it, then, just or reason- 
able that the settler, whose labor had given value 
lo the land, should have to cope with combinations 
of speculators, leagned together to keep down the 
price of the public lands, and to enrich themselves 
by preying on the industrious cultivator? Ought 
he not to have a preference in the purchase of at 
least one quarter section of land? It was only þe- 
cause of these combinations at the public sales 
that the lands of the Government, particularly 
those in the improved districts, were prevented 
from bringing a vast deal more than the minimum 
price. It was because, when the sales were ad- 
vertised, and every means-used hy the Government 
to produce competition, and make the lands sell 
for something like their value, that large numbers 
of capitalists were in the habit of combining toge- 
ther and keeping down the prices, and who, by 
uniting together, and selecting one of their number 
to bid alone, were enabled to purchase all the va- 
luable lands offered at auction ata trifle over the 
minimum price. If these capitalists were not to 
combine together, but were to enter into an honest 
competition one with another, the lands would sell 
for far higher prices than they did. It was a fact 
thatsales had taken place, when the best of the lands 
were bought up in this manner, and immediately 
after the sale, these capitalists had an auction of 
their own, and bidding against each other; run the 
very lands they had bought up atone dollar and a 
quarter an acre, to ten and twentydollars, and then 
divided amongst the company the money thus 
made, and to which the Government was fair- 
ly entitled if the sale had been honestly 
conducted. These were the means by which 
the Government had been defranded; and- not by 
the means of the honest settler, who enhances the 
value of the public domain, and assists in bringing 
it into market. With such claimson the favor of 
the Government, we present, said Mr. F.: this ho- 
nest settler to your notice, and ask for him: his: lit- 
tle improvement, of 160 acres, at the Goveriment 
price. Say that, under this system, a: few pres 
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emptions have been obtained by fraud, are the 
great body of honest and deserving ‘settlers to be 
destroyed on this account? Far, far greater abuses 
have been committed by combinations of land spe- 
culators; and if they refused to pass this bill, in- 
stead of preventing fraud. and speculation, they 
would be protecting these combinations, and aiding 
this system of swindling, ifhe might call it so. 
Our sales at auction, instead of being fair and open, 
and affording to the poor, as well as the rich, an 
equal chance to purchase, have been the means 
entirely of benefiting the rich, of defrauding the 
Government, and of oppressing and grinding the 
poor. 

If, said Mr. F. you are to contrast the various 
speculators on the public lands with each other, 
would you for a moment hesitate to decide between 
the “bone and sinew speculators,” as the Senator 
from Connecticut called them, and the money spe- 
culators, who combine to keep down the price 
of the public lands? If, said Mr. F. we asked for 
this pre-emption privilege as a bounty, if we asked 
for it as a gift from the Government, and did not 
propose to pay the average price at which, after 
every effort to get more, the public lands have been 
hitherto all sold, we might perhaps be accused of 
asking something unreasonable; but when we ask 
to be permitted to pay for it, and to ‘pay, too, the 

righest price which, it would be seen by the docu- 
ments on the tables, had ever been recéived by the 
Government, it could not be denied that ali-that 
was asked for the settlers was the protection of the 
Government against the speculators, who monopo- 
lise all the valuable public lands. Some gentle- 
men had said that this bill contained new princi- 
ples, or introduced a new policy in the Govern- 
ment; but it was notso. They were not now about 
to enact anew pre-emption system. The bill sim- 
ply provided that those who actually resided, on the 
first of December last, on public land, shall have 
the right to enter one quarter section at the mini- 
mum price. It gives no right to such as settle af- 
ter that day. It merely gives to those who have 
settled upon the public lands since 1834, the same 
privilege which Congress gave to-others in 1830, 
°32, and 34, If, however, the passage of this bill 
should encourage others hereafter to settle on the 
public lands, ought it to be objected to on this 
account, after contrasting the pre-emption with 
- the auction system? . 

With regard tothe lands in Indiana, acquired 
under the Miami treaty, and spoken of as being 
worth from forty to fifty dollars per acre, they 
would, if put up at auction to-morrow, in conse- 
quence of the combinations that would be formed 
by speculators, produce ne more to the Govern- 
ment than one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. With these considerations, the friends of the 
bill thought it not unreasonable to ask, that the 
honest settler and cultivator should be put on the 
same footing with combinations of speculators. 
This was the whole state ef thecase. We are 
said to be only providing homes for these individu- 
als, who went by hundreds and thousands into the 
wilderness, reclaimed it by their industry, and 
while they gave value to the. spots. selected by 
themselves, gave increased value to the adjacent 
property of the Government. Yet it was said that 
these settlers grasp at vast tracts, actuated by a 
“heartless, boundless, demoralizing spirit of specu- 
lation.” That in this way all the best lands are 
seized upon, leaving none but the inferior lands 
for competition in the market. This view is alto- 
gether erroneous. We know (said Mr. F.) that in 
Illinois every acre of landis valuable. We know 
that in Arkansas, prior to 1836, there were whole 
sections, containing the finest cotton lands of that 
section of country; and although they had been 
offered at public sale, no settlement had been made 
upon them. During that year they were all enter- 
ed by different companies of land buyers. He 
lamented the loss of a valuable friend who went 
there, and purchased for himself and others, and 
last year settled on these lands. He went with a 
young and ‘interesting family into this uninhabit- 
ed region; forhe found not a single family within 
twenty miles of him. He opened a plantation, 
and had just time to see the wilderness changed 
into cultivated fields, when he fell a sacrifice to 
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much in persuit of independence. There were 
vast quantities of such lands yet unoccupied, and 
if it was not for these combinations of speculators, 
these lands would sell when there was competition in 
the market, at from twenty to thirty dollars per acre. 
It, therefore, appeared to him, that in considering this 
important subject, the Governmentshould be looked 
uponasa vast landed proprietor, having, as appeared 
by the documents on file, millions upon millions of 
acres of land for sale, and hundreds of. millions of 


acres ready to be brought into market. One ques- - 


tion then presented itself. Having ascertained 
iha!, in consequence of the combinations he had 
referred to, the price was kept down to the mini- 
mum fixed by law, the only question for this great 
proprietor to consider, was whether he would per- 
mit the industrious cultivator who. goes with his 
family into the trackless wilderness, and builds his 
cabin, to purchase at the price at which only he 
can Sell his best lands at auction or at private en- 
try, or force him to purchase his improvement ata 
ruinous price from the land speculator; or, as was 
proposed by the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont, force him to pay half its ascertained 
value, instead of the price at which he sells to all 
others. Having permitted his wild lands to be 
occupied and cultivated by settlers, without moles- 
tation in all past time, after vast portions of his 
territory has been explored, opened, and brought 
into view, by a hardy and daring race of pioneers 
and settlers, who have thus caused the rapid settle- 
ment and sale of his waste possessions, whether he 
will permit these pioneers to purchase a home from 
him at his selling price; or will he sell the labor 
and improvements which these poor pioneers have 
added to his lands to companies of capitalists, to 
be sold to them at such prices as their tender mercies 
may induce them to fix upon their improvements? In 
such a case, it is easy to determine what a just pro- 
prietor would do. The new States have been set- 
tled in this manner. Multitudes who have gone 
upon the public lands, have no knowledge of the 
law supposed to prohibit them from settling upon 
them, and do not believe they have violated any 
law, or interfered with the rights of any man. They 
have followed the lead of thousands of others, all 
seeking to better their condition; with, as they sup- 
posed, the sanction of their Government; and will 
this Senate now ‘fix a brand of criminality upon 
all such? or will it submit to have the noble spirits, 
who have converted our western wilds into power- 
ful, flourishing and independent States, to be de- 
nounced as public spoilers, without standing for- 
ward in their vindication? Will the country tole- 
rate an act of injustice to such a people? No, sir, 
never. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had remained si- 
lent during this discussion, from the conviction, 
derived from the experience of the last session, that 
all opposition would be unavailing. Nor did he 
tise now with ihe least expectation of changing the 
vote of a single Senator, but simply to state the 
grounds of his objections. 

If the passage of this bill would terminate the 
pre-emption system, he, for one, would not object 
to its passage; for he felt, with the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that under the influence of the pas- 
sage of similar bills, many persons had made im- 
provements on the public lands, of which it would 
be almost cruel to deprive them; and he regretted 
that the Senator, who had turned his attention to 
the subject, and who was so well qualified for the 
task, had not incorporated some provision in the 
bill to terminate the system, as he was equally op- 
posed to its continuance as himself. Had he done 
so, the bill would have received his support; but as 
itis, he was compelled to vote against it. 

Considering it, then, as the continuation ofa sys- 
tem of passing acts from time to give, giving to the 
occupant the pre-emption in the sale of public 
lands, he would ask, when and how the system was 
to terminate? . The passage of every additional bill 
but confirmed and strengthened it. The same exi- 
gency that passed this, would increase the necessity 
of passing another hereafter, and that a subsequent 
one, till it would ierminate in the surrender of the 
public domain to those who could first seize on it, 
unless some means should be adopted in time to 


that enterprising spirit which made him risk so. 


terminate the system. Now, sit, if the sutrender 
would be to the poor, but honest and ‘industrious 
settlers, giving each the one hundred’ and sixty 
acres of vacant land on which he might settle first, 
to be a home for himself and his family, he would 
have no great objections, But would that be thé 
end? Would it benefit the man, with many chil- 
dren and but little money, who might desire to émi 
grate to the West to improve the condition of him- 
self and family? His opinion was, that its termina- 
tion. wonld be directly the reverse. Instead “of 
benefiting the poor and honest emigrant, the 
system would operate, in the end, to the almost 
exclusive benefit of the rich; the strong, and the 
violent. Let it be once firmly and universally 
fixed in the public mind, as it snrely will be under 
its operation, that the public. lands belonged, of 
right, to those who can first seize them, and the 
result will be, that the moment a treaty 1s held to 
extinguish the Indian title toa tract of land, and.” 
long before it is submitted to us for our ratifica= 
tion, an armed body of men, acting for themselves, 
or with speculators, wi!! rush into it, and make 
themselves masters of the country, and would exo. 
act more from the poor and peaceable emigrant for 
the liberty of settling, than the Uniied States would 
for the quiet fee simple of the soil. 

If he was correctly informed, the loway conntry 
had been already seized on by a lawless body 
of armed men, who had parcelled ont the whole 
region, and had entered into written stipulations to 
stand by and protect each other, and ‘who were 
actually exercising the rights of ownership and 
sovereignty over it—permitting none to settle with- 
out their leave, and exacting more for the license to 
settle, than the Government does for the land it- 
self. In confirmation of this, he would ask the Se- 
cretary to read a letter which he had received from 
an emigrant to that region, with the view to make 
a settlement; and how he fared there, the letter 
would show. In desiring it tobe read, he had no 
expectation that it would have any influence over 
the vote of the members. His object was to turn 
the attention of the Senate to the actual state of 
things in that quarter, in the hope that something 
would be done to provide against the evil in fu- 
ture, and to put an end to a system that led to such 
results. i 

[Here Mr. C. handed the letter to the Secretary 
to be read; but after various objections to it unless 
the name of the writer was given, which Mr. C. 
refused ‘to do, from the hazards to. which the dis- 
closure, if made, might expose the writer, he final- 
ly withdrew it.] ce 

He said, as the reading of the letter was objected 
to, without the name of the writer, he would not _ 
press it, but would give a very brief summary of 
its statement. He (the writer) stated, that he emi- 
grated with aview to-make a settlement; that the 
country consisted of a small portion of woodland 
to a large portionof prairie; that the latter was only 
valuable in connection with the former; that the 
woodland had been seized on by large bodies.of 
armed. men, who had marked out and designated 
their respective possessions, and enteréd into writ- 
ten stipulations tor mutual protection. He says 
that he was driven about from place to place with- 
out being permitted to form a settlement; that. he 
finally offered to purchase a place for which a most 
extravagant price was asked, and was at last com- 
pelled to purchase at a rate far beyond the Govern- 
ment price. The individual wrote like a man of 
intelligence and sense. He stated that his life had 
been menaced, and that he had been informed that 
the lives of several intruders had paid the forfeit. 

Whether these things were-so, or not, he did not 
vouch; but he felt a certain conviction that such 
must be the final termination of the system, if it 
has not already reached it; and on that account, 
among other reasons, he objected to it. He had 
no objection ‘to people emigrating to the West, in 
the hope of bettering their condition ; and if it were 
possible to pass a prospective law, giving to every 
man who would settle on 160 acres of land, with 
the view to improve and cultivate it, a pre-emptive 
right, without opening the field of speculation and 
violence, he knew not that he would object to it. 


„it would be almost unnatural in him to be opposed 


to the brave and hardy pioneers. He was the im- 
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mediate descendant of one who spent all the active 
and vigorous portion of his life on the frontier, and 
won his home by his courage from the savage ene- 
my; and he had, therefore, a feeling in common 
with those who were the professed objects of this 
bill. He objected to it, because it would not effect 
that object. 

He had another and strong objection to the per- 
petuating the system. So long as it continued, it 
was utterly impossible to prevent questions in rela- 
tion to the public domain from ranning into, and 
controlling, the party politics of the day. It was 
too great a stake to be drawn into party straggles, 
and ought to be withdrawn without delay; or other- 
wise, they would in a short time be gambled away 
by the combatants of power. The system, as it 
stands, operated well enough in the infancy of the 
Republic, when the new States constituted so small 
and unimportant a portion of the Union. When 
he first entered into public life, there were but three 
new States, including Kentucky and Tennessee, 
with Ohio; but now there were nine, excluding the 
two first, which might now be considered old States. 
These young ofisprings of ours have already 18 out 
of 52 Senators on this floor; and, with the co-opera- 
tion of 8 fron the old States, had one-haif of the 
Senate. Instead of repining at this state of things, 
he rejoiced at it. He gloried in ther. wonderful 
and unparalleled growth. They are our descend- 
ants; and he considered the vast and mighty West 
bat as the inheritance of our posterity, bestowed on 
us by a kind Providence for settlement and im- 
provement. But he could not cluse his eyes to the 
fact, that this mighty and still rapidly-progresying 
change made a thorough and radical change in our 
land system indispensable. So long as the present 
state of things continue, you will have 18 solid 
votes from the new States for a continuance 
of the pre-emption system, with the whole 
weight and influence of the publie domain 
constantly bearing perniciously on our party 
struggles. Of this he became fully convinced oa 
the discussion of the land bill at the last session, 
in which he took an active part. ‘Phe result then 
satisfied him, that so Jung as the present state of 
things continued, it was impossible to prevent the 
incessant agitation af the subject of public lands, 
or the passage of any particular jew, whieh cither 
the new States, or party considerations, might 
bring forward. Tt was useless to compkun or pe- 
sist. Itgrew outo. the nature of things, apd must 
continue so long as that continued, 

Under these iinpressions, he turned bis attention 
at the last on towards a remedy ; and aier 
carefn} investigation he could discover but one, and 
that was to place the new States in such a condition 
as to the public tands within their respective 
limits, as would idenuly their interest with that of 
the old; and for that purpose he introduced a bill 
tu cede to them the public lands within those 
States, under certain conditons, which were in- 
tended to secure the interests of the old States, and 
place the whole systern ler a solemn compact 
between the Government aud the new States, in 
order to give it stability and uniformity. His re- 
flections, and the additional experience derived 
from the present occasion, have satisfied hun that 
there ought to be no delay in effecung a change, 
angl he thonght the one he then offered was the best 
that could be devised; but he was not tenacious, 
and if there wasa better, he hoped that it would 
be presented. He would cheerluliy surrender his 
for one that might promise an equal or more efec- 
tive remedy for the growing evi, 

He felt much reluctance at making a first move 
on the subject. He knew that whoever brought 
forward a measure of this kind, would expose him- 
self to the imputation of ulterior tnouves; and, 
though he was conscious that he Was nol actuated 
by any such, as he desired nothing of the Govern- 
ment ur the people, he had been peculiarly lable to 
such imputations. k was the more strange that he 
should be, as he had shown so linfe regard to popu- 
larity or favor as to take, for the lust ten years, 
under a sense of duty, the mest likely course that 
could be to make one unpopular; suh he could not 
exempt himself from such imputations, though he 
felt conscious there was.so little justice in them, that 


| 


| valnable? 


when duty demanded it, he had but little choice be- 
tween a popular or unpopular act. 

Not desiring, for these reasons, te take a lead in 
proposing a remedy, he would wait and see wheth- 
er any other Senator, more competent or conver- 
sant with the subjeq, would; bat, if not, he would 
not shun the responsibility of again offering for the 
consideration of the Senate the bill he introduced 
at the last session, as the only remedy, in his opi- 
nion, capable of reaching the disease. 

Mr. LYON said the bonerable Senator from 
South Carola, (Mr. Canuoun,) who had just 
taken his seat, remarked that he Lived in an old 
State, and, not knowing any thing from personal 
observation of the state of things in the new States, 
he might be mistaken concerning them. Mr. L. 
believed he was mistaken; and he entertained no 
doubt that if he had had the advantage of personal 
observation there, he would be asmuch in favor of 
the policy of those States, in relation to granting 
pre-emption tights to settlers on the public lands, 
as any member of the Senate. There is, said Mr. 
L. but one class of politicians who, in my opinion, 
have any cause to be opposed to sneh a policy, and 
the Senator from Scath Carolina is not of that 
class. 

Lhe staements contained in the letter which the 
Senator had received, in relation to the settlers on 
the prbhic lands in that partot the Territory of 
Wisconsin west of the Mississippi river, were pro- 
aubly correct, with same few exceptions, ‘The 
stitement, however, that the writer could not find, 
in the whole country, a piece of good land unocer- 
pied, on which to settle himsel, and that the set- 
Hers had formed combinanons to keep others off, 
and secure to themselves all the good Jands, Mr, 
L. kaew to be untrue. ‘Though the Territory of 
Wisconsin has been setding very rapidly within the 
last two or three yes, since Mr. L, had been there, 
he knew very well that there must still remain nn- 
eceupied bandreds of thousands of acres of land 
on both sides of the Mississippi river, of as good 
quahty as could be found in any conntry; and he 
knew the bosartable and generous character of the 
people there iou well to believe, for a moment, that 
any person come there with the intention of be- 
conte an actual seiler inthe country would be 
treated badly by those who had gone before him. 

They have, itis trae, formed pre-emption socie- 
ties westot the Miss'ssippi, the articles of which Mr, 
L. had seen published in some of the newspapers, 
accordiug to which articles the members of such 
societies are to be alowed to purchase each a 
quarier section, of one hundred and sixty acres 
Of Jand, including his onprevement, without any 
eonpetition from the other members at the public 
sales Bach a society has also been formed by the 
ers on the public lands in the State of Mi- 
wan, 


stance, 


be ether at tie public sales, 

avers ep wbo chooses to bid against 

the settlers y ft as Dee do so, as though 
tbey had not heen formed. ‘Che members merely 
pledge themselves that they will not disturb 


each ether in fhe possessian of their own improve- 
nents, "Phe lands in Wiscousin have been a Jong 
time withheld from sale. Had they been broaughtinto 
market as sion as they were wanted for settlement, 
there would bave been nooceasion for the forma- 
tion of these societies, for every man could then 
have bought the piece he wanted for one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre. This is the price of the 
Government; and no land, however good, lying in 
advance of the sctiuements, especially any conside- 
rable distance jn advance, can ever be worth 
mare. is Impossible, in the very nature of 
things, that it shenld be worth more. Why, Mr. 
ProsilenG, sabl Mr. L. what js it that makes land 
What but setdement, cultivation, and 
improvetient? Nothing What would any 
ran give for the best land in the fertile, but wild 
and unentivated region west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains? Word he give a dollar an acre? Would 
he give fifty cents, ten cents, or even five cents an 
acre? Tf he would, he might have it and welcome, 
against any thing that { would give. What would 
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any man give. for.the. best. Jand:lying only even 
fifty miles in advance of settlements? oo $ 60.» 

Why, sit, said Mr. L. L-know. something ‘about 
this matter. I have-travelled:some: forty or fifty 
thousand miles, at different times, and-in different 
directions, through the woods and:over the prairies, 
in all parts of that -vast:region: botdering on the 
Great Lakes and the Upper Mississippi river, emè 
bracing a country as fertile..as-any.on:the face of 
the globe; a country, tov, which has been and id 
now Mlling up with. population “fasterthan ann 
other portion of the United States; and Ihave 
seen but very few tracts of land that have evex 
been sold, or would ever. sell, for more than: the 
Government | price, before they were reached 
by the advancing settlements, however rapidly 
their value might increase afterwards. It has 
been so throughout the whole northwestern States, 
and it was so in the empire State of New 
York. `A gentleman of great respectability, 
now residing in the city of New York, informed 
me, not long since, that some time: about the year 
1790, I think it: was, said Mr. L. he received. as 
security for a loan of only sixteen thousand dollars, 
a mortgage on the whole county of Ontario, which 
then embraced nearly, or quite, the whole of that 
State lying west of the town of Utica.: How many 
hundreds of millions the same land is now. worth, [ 
will not pretend to estimate; but, whatever may be 
its value, the increase has been caused chiefly by 
settlement and improvement; the same process 
which the settlers on the public lands in Michigan 
and Wisconsin are now carrying on, and which 
has already caused the wilderness there ‘tto smile 
and blossom as the rose,” n 

Yet these settlers have been denounced by the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) as “land. pir 
rates,” “ plunderers,” “ robbers!” Do they deserve 
such epithets? Whom have they robbed? Cer- 
tainly, not the Government. They are ready to 
pay for the lands they occupy all the Government 
could have sold them for bad the policy.of the Se- 
nator from Kentucky been adopted, and the settlers 
kept off those lands. They have committed no 
waste ; injured no one, either the Goverament or 
any individual. They have, in truth, been of sere 
vice to the Government, by giving additional value 
to lands lying in the neighborhood of their. im- 
provements, and thus enabling the, Governs 
ment to sell those lands at an earlier period than 
it could have done had their improvements 
not been made, The Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. Wanker) proved, incontestably, from the 
public documents which he read yesterday, that 
the average price per acre, for which the public 
lands have been sold since the date of 
the pre-emption law of 1830, bas been greater than 
it was for several years pyevious to the passage of 
that law, and that the average quantity of lands 
annually sold, and the amount of money paid into 
ihe Treasury, therefor, has been increased since 
the passage of that law more than three hundred 
per cent. over the averrge annual amount of pre- 
vious sales! This is sufficientto show that the Go- 
vernment has not been robbed; that the Govern- 
ment has no cause to complain of the effect of the 
pre-emption laws—and if the Government has not, 
I ask who has? 
_ But itis said these settlers are trespassers and 
intraders; that they have violated the laws in sete 
tling on the public lands; and therefore, ought. not 
to receive the protection and encouragement.which 
this bill will give them. What laws have they 
violated? Laws, sir, which do injustice to every 
poor man in the United States who is unable to 
purchase land, and seeks a home where he can sup- 
port himself and family; Jaws which are as unrea- 
sonable as they are unnecessary, and which are 
opposed to the moral sense of the people; laws 
which it would require a standing army of a hun- 
dred thogsand men to enforce; which you never 
have enforced; which you never can enforce; and 
which ought, in my opinion, to be repealed imme» 
diately. If any reasons. canbe advanced in:sup- 
port of these laws, Ihave never heard them; and if 
there is any instance where they have been enforced, 
I am not aware of it I can understand ‘the pro- 
priety of laws to prevent waste: and. injurg.10-the 
public lands, but can see no reason.or justice what- 
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ever in laws to prevent their. improvement by. any 
person whose comfort or interest may be promoted 
thereby, without injury to the Government. 

Ihave shown, sir, satisfactorily to myself, at 
least, that the public lands of the United States will 
bring the Government more money under the. pre- 
emption system than they will if sold exclusively 
under the auction system; and, as. I. have before 
remarked, I believe there is but one class of politi- 
cians who can find any good reason to oppose this 
system. That class, sir, is made up of the sup- 
porters of the famous “American System,” a sys- 
tem, the prosperity and success of which, I can well 
imagine, may require, either that such a duty shall 
be laid on foreign fabrics as will, in a great degree, 
prohibit their importation; or that such a policy 
shall be adopted by the Government, in relation to 
the public lands, as shall have the effect to confine 
the growing population of the country within the 
old States, where the poor man will be compelled 
to become the tenant of some wealthy landlord, and 
place his children in a manufactory, for snch wages 
as their master may choose to give them, instead of 
seeking a home on the fertile lands of the West, 
where he and his family could be comfortable and 
happy. I go, sir, forno such system; but shall 
vote for this bill with great pleasure. 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. said, that in corroboration of 
the testimony which the Senator from South Caro- 
lina was about to adduce to the Senate, he begged 
leave to read some extracts from an official docu- 
ment which had just been received. 

[Here Mr. C. read extracts from the field notes 
of Mr. Lucas and Mr. Biggs, who were employed 
in the survey of the Black Hawk purchase, stating 
that the land was generally settled by armed in- 
truders, and complaining that their progress was 
interrupted by the opposition and threats of this de- 
scription of persons} 

He supposed, Mr. Cray said, that all this was 

` false—nothing true in it. I dare say (he continu- 
ed) there are membersin this, and the other House, 
ready to pronounce that a more honest, deserving 
set of men, than these “club law men” does not 
exist: men who openly violate-the laws—men 
whose moral sense would be violated by an en- 
forcement of the existing laws, as they had been 
told by a Senator on that floor. Whose moral 
sense? Why the moral sense of these club law 
men, who band themselves together, and overawe 
and set at defiance the officers of the Government. 
‘What pretence had these lawless men for roving 
about the country and seizing by violence on the 
choicest spots of land? ` 

He read a statement, by which it appeared that 
there were in the State of Ilinois millions of acres 
of as fine farming lands as the sun ever shone upon, 
that could be entered by any man who was willing 
to payhis dollar and a quarter per acre for it. And 
all the new States contained an abundance of the 
best land which could be obtained by the settlers on 
thesame easy terms. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. Lyon) had made the notable disco- 
very that it was the settlement of land which con- 
stituted its value. No, sir, said Mr. C. it is the 
fertility of the soil, the natural advantages of the 
tract, and its capacity to yield a profitable return 
forthe capital and labor expended on it, which 
gave value to the land; and there were millions 
upon millions of acres. of such land that would rea- 
dily find purchasers were it not for the practices in- 
troduced by this. pre-emption system. He had 
had occasion to say that prior to 1830 there was no 
general pre-emption law. The laws of that. de. 
scription, passed before that time, were all founded 
on particular circumstances, limited as to the terri- 
tory and limited as to their duration. The first 
pre-emption law originated in 1830, and was one 
of the fatal series of experiments which grew up 
under the late Administration, and been followed by 
the present, and the effects of which he feared 
wouldbe felt for years. Butthis system expired 
two years ago, and owing to the abuses and cor- 
ruptions which sprung from it, it came into general 
disrepute. Why, said Mr. C. do you not recollect 
the scenes enacted at the Chicago sales? The mo- 
ment the sale commenced, there were persons pre- 
sent ready to oppose the sale of every tract offered 
crying out ‘‘settler’s claim, settler’s claim,” and the 


- sale was interrupted in the mest disgraceful and 


outrageous manner. 

In consequence of the abuses that had been 
practised under this system, it became so odious 
that it could not haye found a vole in either House 
to support it. No one ever thought of reviving it 
until the last session, and all the unauthorized set- 
tlements that have been since made on the public 
lands, have been made in violation, not only of the 
known laws, but in violation of the well ascer- 
tained sense of Congress. He had shown that 
there were one hundred and fourteen millions of 
acres of land already surveyed, and in the market 
—that there was no want of elbow room—no want 
of good land for the settler to choose from, on 
paying for it; and there was therefore no reason 
why the settiers should move off, and seize upon 
lands not -yet surveyed. The Senator from South 
Carolina had correctly said, and he himself was 
aware, how vain it was to resist these practices. 
There were nine States with their eighteen votes 
ready to go for this system. It,.was an Adminis- 
tration measure also, supported by the friends of 
the Administration, with one solitary exception, 
and that wasan able and high minded representa- 
tive of one of the eld States, who was worthy of 
his distinguished sire and his grandsire. There was 
a combination therefore of the friends of the Ad- 
ministration, and the members from the New States, 
the President himself taking the lead; and he 
found further, with the greatest pain and regret, 
that thissystem found support from another quar- 
ter; from a gentleman (Mr. Wessrer) who had 
been his powerful and efficient ally in opposing the 
experiments of this and the last Administration, 
and who was so deservedly celebrated as the able 
expounder of the Constitution, and the firm un- 
wavering supporter of the laws. 

That gentleman stated asone of the strongest 
reasons why he should vote for this bill, that a 
state of things with regard to these setilers existed, 
which could not be met—that encouraged by for- 
mer pre-emption laws, they had gone and settled 
upon these lands, and could not now be removed. 
Sir, said Mr. C. I will meet them with the laws of 
the country. Let the lands be exposed to public 
sale, and afterwards at private sale, and then put 
in force, if necessary, the existing laws, and re- 
move these lawless intruders from the property they 
“ave forcibly appropriated to their own use. What 
vight had they to the public domain more than any 
other descreption of plunderers to the goods they 
may seize upon? An auctioner has his warehouse 
broken open by a lawless body of armed men: 
one man seizes upon a bale, another upon a ham- 
per, and another upon something else, and says 
he has a right to take itat his own price. When 
other purchasers come to auction, and say Mr. 
Auctioneer, why not give me these goods on as 
cheap terms as these gentlemen who have broxen 
open your warehouse obtained theirs. Why, what 
sort of answer would it be to say that these gen- 
tlemen are preeemptioners, their moral sense has 
been outraged by locking up these goods, and 
keeping them from their use, and as they particu- 
larly wished for this bale or hamper at their own 
price, and are honest, industrious men, who are un- 
able to give the real value for the goods, they have 
taken this natural and harmless method of getting 
possession of them. In a country like this, 
where there are one hundred and fourteen millions 
of good land open to sale at the lowest price, 
yon find (said Mr. C.) these men, in opposition to 
the laws, and in opposition to the known sense of 
the Legislature, going further to the West, seizing 
from latitude to latitude upon the choicest spots of 
the public lands, and their moral sense is so wound- 


ed by the nation wishing to retain the lands in , 


their own hands, that they must have them at their 
own price. And this was one of the experiments 
of this Administration, far worse than the experi- 
ments upon the- Treasury. The Administration, 
not satisfied with tampering with the currency, be- 
comes a squatter, and settles down upon the lands 
of Wiscorsin, becoming mortagers of the public 
domain to unknown foreigners and unknown pre- 
emptioners. Mr. C. here went into an examina- 
tion of the land system as considered disconnected 
from pre-emptions, which he eulogised very highly, 


A IET EEAS EREN E EE E E OEE ES 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 
Pre-emption to actual settlers—Mr. Clay, Ky. Clay, Ala. E 


nananana PP PP rae a nN NOE 


and contended thata better system could hard! 


a 
devised.’ Ohio, Indiana, and several other of the 
new States, he said, were beginning to’ see that 


their exterior inteiest in the publie domain, o 
to the diminution of the quantity of -public F 
them by sales and pre-emptions, W: 
greater than their interior. interest, and 
sied that the time would shortly come ‘when pre~ 
emptions would be as unpopular in Ohio, Illinois, 
or Indiana, as they now were in Virginia or Ken- 
tucky. > Mr. C. then commented on the manner in 
which this bill had been carried through: What, 
he asked, had they seen? A proposition was made 
by an honorable Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
Merrick) to limit the pre-emptions to citizens of 
the Uniled States, native and naturalized: rejected. 
And could any body say, after that naked Vote of 
the Senate, that it has not become the permanent 
policy of the country to go on inviting all the 
hordes ef Europe to come over and partake of this 
bounty, derived from our ancestcrs, and which we 
should preserve for our posterity. 

Again: in the Miami purchase, in the heart of a 
dense population, before the signature to the treaty 
was dry, we find a crowd of grasping speculators 
rushing in to seize upon land acknowledged on 
that floor to be worth from forty to fifty dollars 
per acre; and yet when .an amendment was offered 
to exclude these lands- from the bill, it was voted 
down. Then there was the last amendment, offered 
by the Senator from Vermont, (Mr. Prewriss,) to 
make the pre-emptioners pay one-half the ascer- 
tained value of their land above the minimum 
price. What became of that proposition? It was 
voted down, like the others. It isérue one appa- 
rent security was obtained on the adoption of the 
amendment offered by his colleague, restricting 
the pre-emplions to aciual habitation and cultiva- 
tion; but after this, a proposition was made late in 
the evening, on the motion of the Senator from 
Illinois, when there was not a full Senate present, 
and agaisst his remonstrance it was adopted, ren- 
dering his colleague’s amendment almost useless. 
Mr. C. said he knew. how vain any struggle of his 
was against the passage of this bill, two-thirds of 
the Senate voting for it. But he rested his hopes, 
where the hopes of the American people were on 
this occasion—on the other branch of the Na- 
tional Legislature. This Senate,on which the late 
Executive had placed his feet beforé he retired 
from office—this Senate, which had not even left 
the poor privilege of preerving its own records 
from mutilation, was not the body to which he 
could look for the preservation of the rights and 
liberties of the people; but there was another body 
in the other wing of the building—the body pecu- 
liarly belonging to the people—and on whom their 
eyes were anxiously turned at this important crisis; 
and he confident!y trusted that they would not be 
turned in vain. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that the last 
remark of the Senator from Kentucky constrained 
him again to express his admiration of that gentle- 
man’s wonderful versatility. Three or four years 
ago, would that gentleman have said that the hopes 
of the American people were concentrated on the 
other branch of the National Legislature? No. 
Then, in his opinion, they were under the control 
of Executive influence, and the Senate was the pal- 
ladium of the liberties of the people. But now he 
would sing hosannas in praise of the popular 
branch, while he has the courtesy to denounce the 
Senaic, because, from political changes in that 
body, he cannet indulge the hopes (though very 
distant in realization, Mr. C. trusted) from it that 
he rested on the other. Mr. C. called the attention 
of the Senate to the course of argument the gentle- 
man had thought proper to adopt in reference to 
those persons who were the objects of this bill. 
The gentleman referred to a document, which he 


. (Mr. C.) had not seen, and therefore knew nothing 


of, from which he picked cut some isolated cases of 
alleged resistance to the public officers, among the 
vast number of those who had settled on the public 
domain ; and, on ihe authority of this document, he 
would withhold from all the others the trifling boon 
which justice, hamanity, and, above all, the public 
good, imperatively demanded. Was this the Se- 
nator’s idea ofjustice, of equality, and of a sound 
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national policy? Ifa single individual, or even a 
dozen of them, in Ioway or Wisconsin, should 
manifest any hostility to the officers of the Govern- 
ment, he asked if this was a good and sufficient 
reason for withholding the benefits of this bill 
from thousands of industrious and meritorious 
claimants in all the other States and Territories? 
But the Senator had another objection to this mea- 
sure: it was one of the unfortunate “experiments” 
of the late Administration. Now he apprehended 
that this was the true source of all the gentleman’s 
objections, for he was not aware that he had given 
his support to any one measure of that distinguish- 
ed patriot and statesman, who had lately filled the 
Executive chair with so much honor to himself, 
and glory to his country. Bur with regard to what 
tho Senator had said, in reference to the seulers in 
Wisconsin, he would say a word or two, and in 
his turn refer to documentary evidence. 

The honorable delegate from that Territory had 
informed him, on the authority of a gentleman of 
respectability—-who, perhaps, now heard what he 
was saying—that a majority of this population had 
gone there under the sanction and authority of an 
agent of the Government. There was a law on 
the statate book providing for a lease of the lead 
mines belonging to the United States; and, in pur- 
suance of the provisions of this law, the agent of 
the Government had, by an advertisement in the 
public newspapers, invited persons to bid for them; 
and it was in this manner that the mass of the set- 
tlers in that country had gone over. In the very 
law to which the gentleman referred—the law to 
prohibit intrusion on the public lands, as he calls 
it, and which was made as well to protect the 
Government against claimants setting under spu- 
rious grants, and thereby gaining advantage by 
possession, as to keep intraders off the Indian 
lands—this provision would be found: “ ‘Phat in 
all cases where the tract of land applied for in- 
cludes cither a lead mine or salt spring, no per- 
mission to work the same shall be granted without 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, who is hereby authorized to cause such mines 
or springs to he leased for a term not exreeding three 
years, and on such conditions as he shall think proper.” 

Now, under this act, he was informed that a 
vast majority of these people who had sered in 
Toway, had gone there under an invitation of an 
agent of the United States, and therefore could 
not be the lawless intruders the Senator from Ken- 
tucky described them to be. if there were no 
other persons in that country than those referred 
to inthe document quoted by the Senator from 
Kentucky, his denunciation might he proper; but 
would it be just to deprive all settlers of their 
homes and their improvements, becanse sume may 
have acted even as unworthily as had been repre- 
sented? Was it compatible with any principle of 
justice to deny them what other portions of the 
people of the United States had received, beeanse 
some amongst them bad not shown as much muld- 
ness and docility as the Senator from Kentucky 
required? One Senator—the Senator trom Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Bayarn) objected to this measure be~ 
cause he apprehended that it would drain the old 
States of their population, and prevent them from 
filling up and maintaining their ascendancy in the 
Union. 

In the name of Heaven (said Mr. C.) how much 
greater population than she now has, could litle 
Delaware sustain? Did the honorable gentleman 
suppose, that by preventing the passage of pre- 
emption laws, he could keep back emigration from 
the new States? No: as well might he attempt to 
stop the waves of the ocean, or turn the current of 
the Mississippi, and bid it roil baci: to sts source, 
asto say to the industrious poor of the old States, 
that though fertile fields, and the rich rewards of 
industry, invite you tothe West, you must stay 
at homeand drag out your lives in hopeless de- 
pendence, in order that the old States may nol be 
excelled in wealth and population by the rising 
States of the West. No: neither the Senator 
from Delaware, nor the Senator from Ken- 
tacky, whose unnataral opposition to emigration, 
had been so perseveringly displayed on that floor, 
neither of them, could stay this vast, this unceas- 
ing current, which had been flowing into the great 
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valley of the Mississippi for more than forty years. 
He might brand them all as renegades, denounce 
them as squatters and outlaws, and still the tide of 
emigration would roll on. But he would tell the 
Senator of what description of men the settlers 
whom he denounces, m such unmeasured terms, 
were composed. They were such men as nobly 
and victoriously sustained their country’s honor at 
the battles of the river Raisin and the Thames; 
men who fought and conquered our savage enemy 
at Emuckfaw, Enotochopee, and Tehopeka, in the 
late war; and though last, not least, the men who, 
on the ever memorable eighth of January, 1815, 
under the immortal Jackson, finished that war with 
Great Britain “in a blaze of imperishable glory.” 
Yes, sir, said Mr. C. the population of the new 
States and ‘Territories is constituted of such men 
as will be ever ready to defend their country 
against every enemy, and every invader. But, 
said Mr, ©. neither do these peuple receive any 
extraordinary faver by the passage of this bill, nor 
will the Government Jose ky i. You have, said 
he, fully tied the nuetion system, and have not re- 
ceived more by it than ander the system of experi- 
ments whieh the Senator from Kentucky deems so 
unfortunate. He had, on a former occasion, suffi- 
ciently demonstrated, from documents on the files 
of the Senate, that the Government received no 
more, in proportion, from the sales of its lands in 


| other years, than in the periods when the pre-emp- 


tion Jaws were in operation. The question, at last, 
resolved itself into this: Will yon, asked Mr. ©. 
sell to these men, whose enterprise and perseve- 
rance has given settlement and enluvation to your 
remotest wilds, their homes and improvements on 
the same terms, and no better, that you grve them 
to the speealators; or wul you allow the specula- 
tors to drive them oil, and reap the fruits of their 
industry? ‘Chis was the tras question presented to 
the Senate, and he hoped it would be maturely 
weighed before comins toa decision, 

Gendemen should recollect, said Mr. C. when 
they are warring against the poor settler of the 
West, they are, at the same time, warring against 
the poor cultivator of the soil in the old States. It 
is to Che great West, to the great valley of the Mis- 
sixsippl, thatthe poor laboring man, who has no 
fant he ean call his own, who is the lessee, or hire- 
hing, of some rieh proprietor, or wealthy landlord, 
looks with hope for the improvement of his condi- 
tion. linpose bard conditions on the occupants of 
the West, and raise the price of land there, and 
you operate to the prejudice of the humble cultiva- 
torin the States east of the Alleghany. For his 
own part, Mr. C. said, he was not only in favor of 
giving the present seulers of the public land the 
right of pre-emption, bathe would be willing te 
extend the favor of the Government so far as to 
give to every industtious poor farmer of the old 
States, who was not a freecholder, the opportunity 
of becommg so, by extending to him the privilege 
of taking a limited quantity (a quarter section) of 
the pubbe land at Government price, on the con- 
dition of seu eu al, improving it, and 


his 


| occupying it a suficient length of time to give 


earnest of his ettizenship. 

He knew of no better mode of disposing of the 
publie domain. Ue would extend this privilege 
to the citizens of Delaware, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut; yes, sir, to the ciuzens of all, all the old 
States. He would make every tiller of the soil a 
freebolder, and thereby render him more indepen- 
dent aud useful to bis family, and as a citizen. Mr. 
C. said be was willing to abolish the auction sys- 
tem ailogether, for he had seen enough of the evils 
of its feands and combinations. He had shown 
the way to avoid all those, evils and to establish a 
better system of equality, which seerned to be 
such a desideratum with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

They were abont to take the question on the 
final passage of the bill, and he trusted that they 
would again exhibit the same triumphant majority 
that they did on the question of engrossment. Let 
it be sent to the other House, where he looked 
with as much confidence as the Senator from Ken- 
tacky did, and however they might receive it, or 
whatever might be its fate, the friends of the bill 


would at ‘least haye the satisfaction of: knowing 
that they had done their duty. = i ES n 
Mr. HUBBARD said that it was perfeetly trie, 
as the Senator from Kentucky had stated; that pré- 
vious to 1830 no general pre-emption law had 
been passed by Congress. It is no less true, that 
during the existence of our Government particular 
acts granting pre-emption. rights to portions of the 
public domain have repeatedly been passed by 
Congress. nf he NEES 
The Senator from Kentucky had denounced this 
measure as an Administration “experiment,” and 
said that the friends of this Administratiun, with 
an honorable exception, (alluding, he presumed, to 
his friend, Mr. Roans, from Vitginia,) were the 
advocates, the supporters, and the defenders of this 
policy and of this particular measure, The Sena- 
tor has, in unmeasured terms, denounced what 
he has been pleased to call the experiments of the 
last and the present administration of the Govern- 
ment. He has given his opinion of the effects 
produced upon the industry of the country; and it 
was far from his (Mr. Hs) purpose, at-this hour 
and on this oceasion, to go into an examination of 
the policy of the last and of the present Administra- 
tions, or to contrast that policy with the policy of 
the Administration which preceded them. Hehad 
risen for the purpose of showing to the Senate the 
rise, progress, and effect, of the pre-emption act of 
1830, and of satisfying the honorable Senator him- 
self that this pre-emption system was not,’as had 
been alleged, a party measure; that it was hot an 
“experiment” of the last Administration in the sense 
the gentleman from Kentucky attaches to the term 
“experiment.” He was free to admit that the bill 
was brought forward and was passed under the 
administration of General Jackson; but while that 
bill was pending in the House the debate never 
assumed a party character, and the ultimate ‘vote 
upon its passage will show that it was sustained 
and opposed uninfluenced by political feeling. 
He, with his friend from Alabama, (Mr. Cuay,) 
were then members of the House of Representatives, 
and he never should forget the impressions made 
on his mind by the debates on that occasion upon 
that pre-emption bill. That measure could not but 
be regarded asa direct innovation upon the land 
system, as it had long existed. Jt was introducing 
an entire new principle touching the disposition of 
the public domain. It was declaring to the Ame- 
rican people that the public lands: ‘might not. only 
be settled, but might be actually sold to the occu- 
pant, without the agency of public anctions. He 
then regarded the measure, as he had ever since 
regarded it, as an important change in the prac- 
tice of the Government'in relation to the mode of 
possession, and in the mode of acquiring a title to 
the public lands. He then looked upon the mea- 
sure as a measure of public policy, and if experi- 
ence should approve it, he supposed that it would be- 
come the settled policy of the Government. Such 
he believed was the prevailing sentiment at that 
time in the House of Representatives. The 
measure was most powerfully and efficient- 
ly supported by the present Speaker of the 
House of Representatives in Kentucky; it found, 
also, a warm friend in the present Governor of 
Ohio, neither of whom could be called the friends 
of the then Administration. The measure was 
also supported by the present Speaker of the Sen- 
ate of Kentucky—by the present Governor of Mas- 
sachusetts—-by the then representative from the 
city of Boston—by the head of the American sys- 
tem; and how far they were the supporters’ of 
the administration of General Jackson he 
would leave for the Senator to decide. ‘The mea- 
sure was opposed by the late Governor of 
South Carolina, an efficient friend of the Adminis- 
tration. The history of that medsure will most con- 
clusively show that it was no party measure. He 
at that time, and on that occasion, was con- 
vinced by the arguments of the friends of the bill 
that it ought to pass ‘He gave to ithis feeble 
support. - He had never seen cause to regrèt it: 
He believed, in his conscience, that it was'a 
measure founded in justice and in right—that 
this occupation and settlement, this mode “of 
purchase, accomplished the great purpose“ which 
was intended to be accomplished by the. Govern- 
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ment in the sale of the public domain It increases. 


the moral and physical power of the country. 
Whether the Government immediately derived 
the greatest possible amount for the public lands, 
by this mode of sale, was to him a matter of mi- 
nor importance—a secondary consideration. That 
these purchases and settlements, that these posses- 
sions and improvements, greatly added to the 
nation’s wealth, and increased the resources of the 
Republic, no one can doubt. He had voted for the 
act of 1830, to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands; and the bill now before the 
Senate seeks but to revive that act, to grant pre- 
emption rights to persons who had settled on the 
public lands on or before the first day of Decem- 


ber, 1837. On what ground is the bill opposed?- 


First, on the ground that the entries and occupa- 
_ tions are in violation of public law; that individu- 
als, without right, without authority, against the 
moral sense of the community, have intruded upon 
the public lands. He was perfectly aware that, 
according to the strict letter of existing law, these 
occupants of the public domain were in the posses- 
sion of land rightfully belonging to the United 
States; that at the time of making the entry, of 
taking the possession, of commencing their im- 
provements, these setilershad not the sanction .of 
law. This he frecly admitted; but he could not 
admit that these citizens were, from that. fact, ob- 
noxious to the charge of wilful intruders upon the 
public domain. i 

He had, with some care, examined the several 
acts of Congress in relation to this subject; and, as 
he had before remarked, he regarded the passage 
of the pre-emption act of 1830 as the introduction 
of a new principle, the commencement of a new 
policy, with reference to the settlement and sale of 
the public lands. That act was much debated, 
was fully considered, and, uninfluenced by any 
party considerations, it passed the House of Re- 
presentatives by a vote of 100 to 58. That act 
wasa virtual repeal, as far.as it went, of the actof 
Congress passed March 3, 1807, “to prevent settle- 
ments being made on lands ceded to the United 
States, until authorized by law.” ` The letter, the 
spirit, and the object, of the act of 1807, was to 
prevent intrusions upon the public domain, and, 
when made, to provide for their prompt and effi- 
cient removal. Under the act of 1807, all occupa- 
tions of the public land, unauthorized by law, were 
expressly prohibited. 

The act of 1807. was in full force on the 29th of 
May, 1830, when the first general pre-emption law 
was passed by Congress. But had its particular 
provisions been enforced? Had the strong arm of 
military power been employed to eject intruders, to 
remove actual settlers from the public lands? Not 
so: the act of 1807 could not have been executed 
without difficulty, and without danger. If it could 
have been, why was. it permitted to sleep? The 
settlements upon the public lands had increased 
under the Administration of the Government which 
preceded that of General Jackson, and yet there 
was no resort to arms; there was no calling forth 
the militia to drive off these settlers who had thus 
taken possession of portions of the public domain, 
in violation of the law of, 1807. The language 
was not then to these occupants, “ You are lawless 
intruders, trespassers, and wrong doers.” So far from 
this, the Administration looked on, and made no 
movements to check the progress of these proceed- 
ings. Settlers were rapidly multiplying, and yet no 
attempt was made to put in force the act of 1807. 
The course pursued by those charged with the exe- 
cution of the law was that of encouragement and 
protection to the pioneers of the West; to those who 
had left their ancient homes, their early associa- 
tions, their friends and neighbors, to. seek new 
homes, and establish new relations, in the western 
wilds; and in this way, many industrious and wor- 
thy citizens, from various sections of the Union, 
had entered upon portions of the public lands, and 
made great improvements under the eye of the Go- 
vernment, without objection. Under these circum- 
stances, and within the first session of Congress 
under the late Administration, was the act of the 
29th of May, 1830, passed, “ granting pre-emption 
rights to actual setulers upon the public lands.” So 
far from resorting to the provisions of the act of 
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1807, to eject from thr public lands the persons ac- 
tually in the occupation, Congress passed the act of 
1830, quieting these settlers in their possessions and 
improvements, and granting to them in terms the 
exclusive privilege of obtaining the title of the Go- 
vernment to the land by them occupied, and suffi- 
cient in quantity to make for them suitable farms. 

Such were substantially the provisions of the act 
of 1830, and it seemed to him that they were in 
direct conflict with the provisions of the act of 
1807; and as far as the act of Congress of 1830 
went, it could not but be regarded as a Virtual re- 
peal of the act of 1807. It distinctly, and, to his 
mind, emphatically, declared that those who should 
take possession of portions of the public lands for 
actual settlement, for the praiseworthy object of 
cultivation and of improvement, so far from being 
driven off hereafter by military force, they should 
be quieted and protected in their possessions. The 
act of 1830 breathes the spirit of peace and security 
to the actual settler. It spoke the language of en- 
couragement, and gave confidence and protection 
to this class of our community. The act of 1807 
was a declaration of war against those who should 
presume to enter upon and settle any portion of 
the public lands, without the express authority of 
law. It is utterly impossible to reconcile these 
two acts of Congress.» ‘lhe one is replete with dis- 


‘couragement and menace: the other is full of hope, 


encouragement and security to the bona fide settler. 
He ‘therefore, in voting for the bill of 1830, came 
to the conclusion that the stern and rigid enactments 
contained in the law of 1807 could not peaceably 
be carried into effect. Anew policy, on essentially 
different principles, was embodied in the bill of 
1830. The passage of that bill established what 
he then considered was to be the future policy and 
practice of the Government. And was he not right 
in coming to this conclusion? Had any member of 
the Senate ever known that a resort had been had 
to the authority of the act of 1807 at any time 
since the passage of the act of 1830, to expel occu- 
pants and setilers from the public lands? The his- 
tory of the legislation of Congress since that period 
fully confirised him in the views he had expressed. 
The Senator from Massachusetts bad remarked 
that he should yote for this bill under existing 
circumstances; that such were the number and 
character of the settlers, such were the extent of 
their improvements, that he should vote for the bi!l 
now before the Senate. At the same time the Se- 
nator says that he would gladly support any mea- 
sure which would check these intrusions, and pre- 
vent such pre-emption laws hereafter. He was 
glad to have the vote of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts for this ‘particular bill; but does not the 
Senator perceive that the passage of every pre- 


emption bill goes to confirm the policy, and sanc- | 


tion the practice, of the Government, and, in all 
probability, to render such pre-emption acts neces- 
sary from time to time, so long as this Government 
should continue to be a landholder? 
find uo difficulty in voting for this bil, were it now 
for the first time presented to his consideration. 
He voted for it on principle, and in accordance with 
what he regarded as now the policy of the Go- 
vernment; and with his own convictions in relation 


to this whole subject, he would merely say that on | 


all future and fit occasions, he shall be ready and 
willing to give his vote for any and for every pre- 
emption bill, for the protection and security of those 
citizens who had actually settled and improved 
portions of the public domain, to make for them- 
selves homes, and homes for their families. 

He would go as far as any man to carry out this 


policy of the Government. He had not only voted | 


for the bill of 1830, but he had voted for the 
bill of 1834, containing similar prov s; and sa 
long as he was honored with a seat in Congress, 
he should not withhoid his vote from s y BU grant- 
ing pre-emption rights to honest settle open the 
public lands. ‘The best evidence that he could of 
fer to the Senaie of a determined innovation upon 
the policy and practice of the Gevernment which 
existed in its early history, in relation to the occu- 
pation and disposition of the public lands, was not 
only the act of 1830, but the repeated acis of Con- 
gress since 1830, carrying ont the pre-eniption 
principle. In July, 1832, a bill was passed exlend- 


He would ` 


i ~. © Senate.. 


ing for another year all the benefits granted by the 
pre-emption act of May, 1830, and extending the 
principle of entry and occupation to fractional 
sections of the public domain; ‘and. the law of 
April, 1832, provided expressly, “that all: ctual’ 
settlers, being house-keepers, upon the publi tands, 
shall have the right of pre-empticn to enter; within 
six months after the passage of this act, notexceed- 
ing the quantity of one half quarter section, to in- 
clude his or their improvements;” and the act of 
March, 1833, extended for another year the pre- 
emption system to all persons who were prevented: 
from making their entries, in consequence of. the 
public surveys not having been made and returned, 
or where the land was not attached to any land 
district; and the act of June, 1834, was a full re- ` 
cognition of the pre-emption principle; and during 
this period there is not to be found a single legisla- 
tive enactment prohibiting the occupation of the 
public lands, except such occupation should be - 
made in pursuance of some public sale. So far 
from such being the fact—so far from any efforts 
having been made to put in force the act of 1807— 
the reiterated legislation of Congress had in- 
vited, encouraged and protected, the very mode of 
occupation and improvement. which the bill now, 
before the Senate seeks to ratify and confirm. He 
could not, then, agree with the honorable Senator 
from Kentueky, that this class of occupants of. the 
public lands merited the character of lawless intru- 
ders, trespassers, and’ wrong-doers. His own opi- . 
nion was, that these entries, occupations and im 
provements, were in accordance with the general 
policy of the Government, as manifested by the 
act of the 29th of May, 1830, Upon what princi- 
ple could Congress now refuse to grant pre-emp- 
tion rights to actual “bona fide” settlers upon the 
public lands? Was there any reservation made in 
the act of 1930? Was there any provision con- 
tained in the act of 1834 that the pre-emption policy 
should extend no further? Nothing of the kind. 
Upon what principle, then, he would repeat, can 
Congress now refuse to grant to an equally merito- 
rious. class of citizens the same rights, immunities, 
and privileges, which have been repeatedly granted 
to others under like circumstances? He was 
wholly unable to understand ` any good reason 
which should have induced Congress, in 1830 and. 
1834, to grant pre-emption rights, and to withhold 
the same rights in 1837. The act of 1830, general 
in its provisions, declared most unequivocally the 
policy of the Government. It was not to provide 
at the time for a particular class of the community, 


; and to stop there; for the acts of 1832. and 1834, 


in terms, contain the same general provisions. 
Had not this, then, been intended as part of the 
policy of the Government, most assuredly there 
would have been inserted in one or the other of the 
bills an express provison, limiting their operation 
to particular classes of the community, and to 
particular sections of country. The people, then, 
relying on the implied faith of the Government 
that the same policy would be extended io them, 
under similar circumstances, which was extended 
to the settlers upon the public lands in 1830 and in 
1334, have gone on to oceupy and to cultivate por- 
tions of the public domain; and unless some rea- 
Sous bow exist which did not before exist, the same 
measure of justice should be meted outto them as 
has been meted out to others. 

But it is said that they are not bona Jide settlers; 
that the occupation and improvement of the public 
lands, which the bill is intended to protect, have 
been made by speculators and the hired agents of 
speculators. He would not say that this might not 
be true to some extent; bu!, as far as he had 
learned the character of those who had left their 
ancient homes for new homes in the West, they 
were the actual cullivatcrs of the soil—the honest 
and hardy yeomanty ct the eoantry—men ready 
to desend the Republic in the day of danger, and 
prepared to maintain themselves and families by 
honest industry. This he believed to be the true 
character of nineteen-twentieths of those who had 
left the granite hills of New England for the rich 
prairies of the West. Such was the known cha- 
racter of these citizens for industry and sobriety, 
that he believed no one had attempted to wrest from 
them their possessions and improvements by pur- 


142 
Q5rn Cona-++-2nv Sess. 


chase at public sale or by private entry; and he 
entertained no doubt. that if the President pro- 
claimed the lands now occupied by these settlers 
for sale, the moral sense of the community, a 
common feeling, a general sentiment, would eflec- 
tually prevent any purchases which would lead to 
their disturbance. And whence arises this feeling, 
this common sentiment? From the fact that the 


acts of 1830 and 1834 encouraged this mode of | 


seitiement, and that every man’s possession and 


improvement is his own, and merit the protection | 


of the Government. 

The Senator from South Carolina has asked, 
how is this system to terminate? He has said that, 
for aught he sees, it must result in the surrender of 
the public domain; that these pre-emption laws 
will become the means of great speculation, and 
that the tendency is to introduce violence and force 
to maintain the possession of the public lands thus 
acquired. He (Mr. H.) was tree to admit, and he 
would state to the Senator from South Carolina, 
that this system would continue so long as the 
United States continued to be a landholder. Bat 
he denied that the Government would, under the 
operation of this sysiem, necessarily surrender this 
public domain without an adequate price. The 
Government had tised the value of its publie lands; 
that value would be obtained; beyond that value 
the Government could not expect to realize; and 
he should be slow to believe that this system would 
become the means of speculation, or woald tend to 
introduce violence or force. 
dency and effect of the pre-emption system is to 
afford protection and security to the honest settlers 


upon the public lands—men who would not, if | 


they could, oppose the laws of the land—~men 
who need no support from an armed force, and no 
protection from violent measures. They rely with 
entire confidence for protection and support on the 
force of common feelmg and public sentiment. 

The leading object of the Government has been, 
from the early settlement of the country, not to de- 
rive revenue from the pablic lands, but, by their 
instrumentality, to increase the moral and physical 
power of the country; to swell the tide of popula- 
tion; to add to the public resources, and to anament 
the wealth of the whole nation. ‘This bas been the 
policy of the Government in the disposition ef the 
public domain; and, in his judgment, the pre-emyp- 
tion system ditectly tends to merease the popult- 
tion of the whole country, and to carey out this 
policy. 

If lants are only to be occupied which shall be 
sold at auction, the progress of settlement must be 
slow. Hf the Government sccks to derive a revenue 
from the sale of the publie lands, no more lands 
wouldever be proclaimed for sale than the pecuniiry 
wants of the Government required. He rejoiced 
that an entirely different policy had distinguished 
the course of the Government from its commence- 
ment. Believing then, ashe conscientiow ly did, 
that the moral and physical power, the wealth att 
population, of the couctry would be ineyeased by 
continuing the pre-emption systera, he should vote 


for the bill now before the Senate, as he had voted 


for similar bills in desu and 1634. Believing that 
the habits and character of this portion of the com- 
munity demanded tals measure, he wouid not withe 
hold his support. Believing that by tus mode oi 
sale the Government wouldderive as much revenue 
from the public lands as from publie auctions, he 
must give to the bill his aid; and whenever another 
oceasion should occur, he trusted thathe should be be~- 
hind no man in extending to his fellow-citizens, 
under like circumstances) the saime measure ol 
justice. 

Mr. WHITE rose to address the Senate, 
gave way ona motion of Mr. BENTON to ad- 


jeurn. 


bnt 


Trgspay, Jan. 30, 1838. l 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bil 
to grant pre-emption rights to the settlers on the 
public lands. It having been read the third ume, 
and the question being on its passage— 
Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate al some 
length in support of the bill; and 
Mr. WALKER observed, that the Senator from 


The legitimate tens i 


i 
i 
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Itis mue that the first general pre emption law, 
adopted for many years, was in 1830, although laws 
of asimilar character, and mach more liberal and 
extensive than this in their provisions, and em- 
bracing the various disiricts for which their enact- 
ment was intended, have been passed, as I have 
heretofore shown, from the foundation of the Go- 
vernment. But is the charge here, that the act of 
1830, was an Administration experiment, that it 
was carried by the coalition, described by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky? On Jooking at the Senate 
journals, (which Mr. Waker here read,) T find 
that the pre-emption bill passed the Senate, by the 
vete of 29 to 19, and that many of the Senators 
hostile to the Administration, including the Sena- 


tors from Vermont and Massachusetts, voted for | 


the measure. Did Vermont and Massachusetts 
enter into this coalition with the Administration to 
experiment upon the welfare of the people? 
facts demonstrated that both the charges of the 
Senator from Kentueky were utterly proundless 
The Senator from Kentucky says, this measare is 
carried through this Senate by Executive tntluence, 
and that the President has the Senate 
feet. This is strong language to be used by any 
Senator towards the body ef which he is a member. 
The Senate beneath the feet of the President of the 
United States! Does the Senator mean that the 
entire Senate, including himself, is beneath the feet 
of the President, or does he mean to apply the re- 
mers to the friends of Mr. Van Buren? FF so, 
asone of that number, I repel the charge as equally 
groundless as the fancied coalition and experi- 
ment by which the pre-emption aet of T530 is re- 
presented as having been canied. But, sir, the 
preemption of the 9th of June, Psat, an act 
more extensive than this, embracing all the same 
provisions, with the addition ef the floating pre- 
emptions: when was that ret carricd? H was car- 
ried in in 1834, the celebrated session at whieh the 
Impeachment resolutions were voled against Gen. 
Jackson, and when, if TF were disposed to retaliate, 
I might say that the Bank of the United States had 
the Senate beneath its feet. And bow was the mea- 
sure then carried? Jt was reported by the Commit- 
tee of Public Lands of the Senate, which commit- 
tee was composed of Porspraten, Cray Gf Kentuc- 
ky, Moors, Prentiss, and MeWieanx; all but the 
last opponents of the Administration. On looking 
atthe Senate journals of 1834, [ta which Mr. W ane 
ug here referred,} I find the. bill was engrossed on 
one day without opposition, and finally passed a 
few days afterwards without opposition, the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,) as the journals 
how, being present on both occasions. Where 
then slumbered the fiery opposition of the Senator 
from Kentucky to this measure, now denounced by 
him as so odious and deledabie? Why did he then 
permit this Jatal experiment, as he now calls it, to 
be made by his fiends, reported by a committee of 
which he was a member, and passed by a Senate in 
which they belbi the majority, and with his silent 
acquiesceucc? Were the settlers more meritorions 
then than they are now: or is itonly of late that 
the Senator from Kentucky bas become willing to 
endorse the libels of the British reviewers in regard 
tothe American setGers of the West? Why, if these 
sellers are, as the Senator from Kentucky pro- 
claims, lawless intraders,—plunderers of the public 
property.—as criminal as those that would seize the 
public ships, ur stores, or arsenals, why was not all 
this announced in 1834, when the act was passed 
without opposition in the Senate, to legalize and 
sanction all these proceedings? And if it be indeed 
just, as the Senator from Kentucky proclaims, that 
these settlers should be driven by force from the pub- 
lie lands, E hope that the Senator from Kentucky will 
be permitted to lead the army which is lo perform 
the work of expulsion and desolation; that he will 
lead the forces which are to drive from their homes 
and consume the dwellings of these hardy pioneers, 
whose only crime is this: that they desire to secure, 
atthe Government price, the farms they have se- 
lected, and cleared, and cultivated, against the over- 


The | 


under his į 


` friends of the Administration or not, 


bidding of capitalists and speculators. And when 
the Senator from Kentucky unfarls his. banner, 
and calls for recruits for such a purpose, can. he 
obtain ‘one, even in the State of Kentucky, for a 
service so odious and detestable? ; 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said: Let the gentle- 
man read the ayes and noes on. this journal, and 
then say whether the majorities. were composed of 
The genile- 
man said that he was a member of the committee 
who reported this bill. True, he wasy but he was 
not aware of it when the bill passed. He was en- 
gaged at his table, writing; the pre-emption bill 
came up, and a friend of it said, “Clay is very 
busy; say nothing about it, and it.will pass without 
his opposition; and in this. way the bill got 
through. But in 1834, the evils of this law began 
to be scen; thousands of frauds and iniquities were 
discovered. There was the famous Chicago case 
—an old fort that was taken up by a pre-emption 
and was now divided into shares of $2,000 each, 
the whole tract being worth. $2,000,000. There 
were, he repeated, numerous frauds, and he had 
denounced, and would continue to denounce them. 
He did vote for the bill reported by the then 
Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing,) but on what 
grounds did he vote for it? Was it to change the 
principle of the sales? No: it was to put down 
combinations, and guard against violence as well 
as corruption. We have been told, said Mr. C, of 
the extent of the evil, of the number of squatters 
who have got.on the public land, and the difficulty 
of removing them; and that therefore there was a 
necessity for passing this law, to give them the 
lands they have unjustly seized on. Do we, said 
Mr. ©. live ina country of laws, or not? What 
was the case under the late Administration, whose 
footsteps this Administration professes to follow, 
when a gallantand noble people arrayed themselves 
against the Union? What was the language held 
then? Was it said that the evil was so great that 
it admitted of no remedy? No, sir; the supremacy 
of the laws of Congress must be preserved, let it 
cost what it would. Why the distinction now, in 
favor of these squatters? Suppose, in the case of 
the Black Hawk purchase, the President had is- 
sued his proclamation, or caused the register of the 
land office to give notice that no person should go 
on that purchase, and if they did, that they should 
be removed by force. If that had been done, they 
would not have had these ten thousand intruders: on 
these lands. TIow was it with that White House, 
now so amply furnished—with that famous east 
room, and the little man who occupied so small a 
part of i? Suppose a pre-emptioner was to go 
there and say, Mr. President, this house is too large 
for you; I am an honest, industrious cultivator, 
one of the bone and-sinew men, and claim a pre- 
empuion to part of this house. Would he not have 
as much right to squat down there, as to squat 
down on the public lands? When and where were 
these encroachments to cease? "Would this bill be 
the end of the system, or would they not be called 
on, year after year, until the best of the public do- 
main passed from their possession? 

Mr. WALKER replied, and concluded by say- 
ing: The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) has 
told us that, if this system of squatting is encou- 
raged, some trespasser may squat even in the 
White House, and claim a pre-emption for it. This 
is not the first time at this session that the Senator 
from Kentucky has referred to the White House. 
Ti seems to haunt his imagination until he has be- 
come fearful that some squatter will claim it by 
pre-emsplion. Sir, said Mr. Warger, I. never 
knew of but one squatter in the White House, who 
could be truly cailed an intruder there, and that 
was one who was placed there in 1825, with the 
aid of the Senator from Kentucky, against the will 
of the people. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that he had been 
at the White House once or twice lately, to see 
what had become of the Democracy of the country, 
aad be was sorry to say that he could find very few 
of them in it. 

Mr. YOUNG explained the circumstances in re- 
lation to the Chicago or Beaubion pre-emption. 

Mr. DAVIS made some remarks in opposition 
to the bill, W 
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Protection of our Frontiers—Mr. Pickens. 


“HL of Reps: 


Mr. BENTON expressed his gratification at the 
noble manner in which the characters and the 
rights of the pre-emption settlers had been sus- 
tained and vindicated in the course of this debate. 
These meritorious citizens have been violently 
assailed, but they have also been nobly defended. 
Every odious and every infamous epithet has been 
lavished upon theta; but these epithets had. been 
repelled with the energy of truth and with the 
fidelity of honor, and had fallen harmless on the 
floor of the Senate. The number of the speakers, 
the justice of the cause, the truth of the case, and 
the weight of the argument, were all on the side of 
the settlers; and the vote which was just about to 
be taken would, so far as the Senate was con- 
cerned, confirm their rights and seal their vindica- 
tion. Many Senators had stepped forward, some 
from the old States as well as from the new ones, 
to defend the pre-emption claimants; and he could 
say to these Senators, judging from his own expe- 
rience, that none of them would ever have cause to 
repent of their generous interference. ‘These meri- 
torious cultivators of the soil. would never so act, 
in peace or in war, as to make their defenders 
blush for defending them. He (Mr. B.) had been 
long on the side of this valuable description of 
citizens, long before he was a member of this body. 
He could count near ‘thirty years that he had 
voted on their side. He began his legislative 
career in the year 1809, in the State of Tennessee, 
and then gave his vote in favor of those occupants 
on the French Broad and {Holston, of whom the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Wuite) has so 
justly and so feelingly spoken. 
on their side in that early period of his life, and in 
that first year of his legislative functions, and had 
continued voting so ever since, and never had seen 
cause to repent of what he had done. In his long 
and intimate acquaintance with these hardy pio- 
neers—this vanguard of the western population— 
in his long acquaintance with. them, not only in 
Tennessee, but all over.the Great West, he had 
found them to be the best of citizens; he had found 
them to be brave, hospitable, patriotic, and indus- 
trious, living upon. their own labor, and that labor 
the primeval occupation of man and the first com- 
mand of God. He had found them raising re- 
spectable families of sons and of daughters, 
fulfilling all their duties to society, loving hard 
money, paying the Government its price for its 
lands, and paying, not in illusive and treacherous 
paper, but in the solid metals, which never fail. 
He had never repented his votes in favor of these 
citizens, and he could assure other Senators who 
had spoken in their favor, and all those who were 
wailing to vote in their favor, that they would 
never have- cause to repent of these votes and 
speeches. 

Mr. B. rejoiced at the debate which had taken 
place on this subject, and he looked forward with 
pleasure to another debate, on an analogous sub- 
ject, which was soon to take place: he spoke of 
the Graduation bill, which had been so long before 
the country, and which was now upon the orders 
of the day, and soon to come up under the most 
favorable auspices for decision. It had long been 
before the Senate as a measure which concerned 
the new States alone; but it is now to come up as a 
measure necessary not only to them, but the Fede- 
ral Government also; for the Federal Government 
now needs the proceeds of those Jands to supply 
the empty Treasury, as much as the new States need 
them for taxation, cultivation, and compact settle- 
ments. There are upwards of one hundred mil- 
lions of acres of these old surveyed lands offered in 
vain, for many years, at $1 25 per acre, but 
which would immediately sell at graduated prices 
adapted to their real value. That bill will soon 
come up, and is, in its nature, connected with the 
pre-emption bill, which formerly formed a part of 
its provisions, and, like the pre-emption bill, is 
essentially, and directly a measure of justice to the 
great agricultural interest-—ihat interest which does 
so much for the country and the Government, and 
which receives so little. from the favor, or even 
the justice, of legislation. -Every interest in this 
country has been fostered and favored: commerce 
and manufactures have their protection, and even 
banks have been petied to death; but agriculture, 


He began voting } 


“the most useful of all, and the foundation of all, has 


not received justice, much less favor. The Pre- 
emption bill, and the Graduation bill, are measures 


_of justice to the farmers: one of them to sell the 


choice -of the new lands to the cultivator of the 
lands, the other to sell the old surveyed and refuse 
lands for what they are worth. These are mea- 
sures of justice; there is no gift, donation, or favor 
in all this. 
charity; and the Government gets. the . best of the 
bargain: for it gels its price in the first instance, 
and after that, ‘derives forever an annual income 
in the shape of duties or taxes ou the products of 
the land. 


Mr. B. did not draw invidious comparisons be- 
tween the different branches of beneficial and pro- 
ductive industry. Each branch had its merit; but 
there were different degrees of this merit; and this 
difference had been acknowledged, and had been 
acted upon by the wisdom and the justice of all na- 
tions. Agriculture, which produces the means of 
subsistence to man and to beast, is always placed 
in the first degree; manufactures, which fashions 
and prepares these m-ans for use, stands second; 
and commerce, which exchanges the superfluities 
of different nations, is third. Each has its merit, 
and should have its protection, and above all agri- 
culture should be protected; for, witheut agricul- 
ture, the elements of food and raiment themselves 
must be deficient. Agriculture is then entitled, in 
the first degree, to the favor and protection of the 
legislative power, and the first demand which it 
has to make is for the possession or the soil on just 
and equitable terms. The wisdom and justice of 
all nations, ancient and modern, civilized and bar- 
barian, republican and monarchical, have granted, 
as a free gift, a portion of the soil to the cultivator; 
and this gift has always been considered as a bene- 
ficial transfer of the soil from the barren dominion 
of the Government, which made no use of it, to 
the productive energies of an individual, who would 


immediately make it available for the production 


of crops, and the payment of taxes. The United 


|. States alone has departed from this policy; it sells 


all, and it givesnone! The cultivators may well 
complain of this policy, but they are not seeking to 
change it. The agricultural interest is not asking 
for donations of land; they are merely asking for 
the privilege of first purchase, at Government price, 
in a small tract in the new lands, and for a reduc- 
tion of price of the old lands to their real value. The 
farmers then only ask to be exempted from the 
competition of bank-facility speculators, with 
their bales of borrowed paper money, at the 
sales of the new lands, and for the privilege of 
purchasing the old jand at their actual value. This 
is what the agricultural interest—the great. landed 
interest—requires; and this is what the time has ar- 
rived for granting to them. The time has arrived 
for beginning to do them justice, and their claims 
now come forward with peculiar and impressive 
titles to regard. Always the true supporters of 
their country, they have been eminently so in the 
last eight months, when the general failure of the 
banks, and the inability of the merchants to pay 
the customs, have so greatly embarrassed the Go- 
yernment, and were so fully believed, at one time, 
would shut up the Treasury entirely, put an end 
to its payments, paralyze every branch of the pub- 
lic service, and dissolve the Administration. Du- 
ring this portentous period, the agricultural interest 
has been the sheet anchor of the Government, 

and of the country. It has paid three anda half 
millions of hard dollars into the Treasury, and it 
has raised one hundred millions of surplus produc- 
tions, to be sent to all foreign countries to pay of 
the balances of commercial debt, to bring home the 


comforts and the luxuries of all “chit mes, and to re- i 


inforce our tottering banks with an additi onal im- 
portation of twelve or fifteen m 
silver. Andall this vast export, over abeve the 
home consumption. The hundred millions of ex- 
ports are the surplus—the mere superfuity of their 
exuberant production—ihe excess which remains 
on hand, over and above what is wanted at home; 
after supplying food, and raiment to a population 
of fifteen millions of souls, and subsistence for 
their innumerable flocks and herds. his is what 
agriculture has done since the banks stopped pays 


It is value for value; it is sale, and not. 
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ment in May last, and this is what.it is ready to 
do every year in all time to come; and. all. this 
without distress meetings, without distress: memo- 
rials, and without distress deputations i io. Congress; 
without, in fact, asking any favor, but daly ‘the 
justice of a pre-emption law and a graduation law: 
This is what the farmers, the agriculturisis; the: 
great landed interest now asks; and the vote which 
we are about to give will quickly. prove. that. the 
Senate is ready to grant one branch of the demand, 
and the forthcoming vote on the graduation, bill 
may soon show that it is ready to grant the other. 

Mr. McKEAN said that because he was a mem- 
ber of the committee that reported the bill of 1834, 
it might be inferred that he was in favor of it. He 
never had much feeling on the subject; but all. the 
members of the commiitee would bear him witness 
that he was opposed to the bill, and he voted against 
it He never was in favor of pre-emptions, and 
was hot now. 

Mr. PRENTISS said a few words in explana- 
tion, but in too low a tone of voice to be distinctly 
heard. He was undersiood, however, to say,. that 
he consented to the necessity of the bill of 1834, 
because he understood that it would cover but a 
few cases, but that he was opposed to it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked, then, Mr. 
President, the result of ali this is, that a minority of 
the committee reported the bill which passed on 
the 19th of June, 1830; and, according to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, the bill must have been passed 
by a minority of the Senate, by the courtesy of the 
majority! 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that they were 
told at that time (in 1834) that the bill would only 
extend to a small number of settlers, who had not 
had the benefit of the former law; that it would em- 
brace a few cases only. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied, that the bill of 
1834 was just as broad as the present one. Like 
the present, it covered every occupant of the pub- 
lic domain, wherever settled. Like the present, it 
revived the pre-emption law of 1830, and without 
some of the restrictions this contained. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed—yeas 36, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Allen; "Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard; King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton; 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Walker, Webster, White, Williams, Wright ard 
Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
weky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift-and 
Wall—1s. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. PICKENS, 
Or Sours CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 20, 1838-— 
On the’ bill introduced by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to protect our frontiers, 
Canada, ete. 


Mr. PICKENS said he had risen in consequence 
fo what had fallen from the gentleman from Penu- 
sylvania, (Mr. Bropie,) and from the gentleinan 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Meniree,) who had just 
taken his seat. He deprecated the tenor of their 
remarks. The first had said we ought to do “ no- 
thing more than our duty, and that duty required 
nothing of us in this case.” The latter gentleman 
had said that this act was not hing but an act te 
sastain “royal power in Canada.” And is this 
ihe language for us gravely to hold to those powers 

with whom we are at peace, and to whom we are 
nied in faith by the most solemn treaties? Mr. 
P. asked if our citizens along the Northern frontier 
had done nothing to violate duty? Where are the 
men levied, the arms transported, and the general 
preparation at points for the invasion of foreign 
soil? What is the evidence we have heard read to 
us within the last few days from letters transmitted 
from our officers, stating that some three or four 
hundred men, together with several hundred In- 


_ Gans, were now assembling in Michigan, neag 
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Detroit, for the avowed and open purpose of 
invading the Canada shore? 

{Mr. Mentrre here interposed, and asked why 
this preparation had not been put down, etc.] 

Mr. P. said he was not charged with executive 
duties on that frontier, and, not being answerable 
for the execution of the laws, he could not give the 
reasons; that it was not his place to do so; that he 
did not know the local difficulties or causes, and 
that it did not belong to him (Mr. P.) to detail the 
reasons why these proceedings had not been ar- 
rested. Mr. P. said he was for giving as strong 
executive power to preserve our peace and to sus- 
tain our obligations to foreign powers, as was 
consistent with the laws of nations and our own 
Constitution. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Bivpie) had objected to the amendment ‘of 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Parron,) be- 
cause it contained a proviso declaring that it was 
not intended to interfere with the rights of citizens, 
as neutrals, to carry on any commerce sanctioned 
by the Jaws of nations. 

He (Mr. C.) could see no reasonable objection 
to this proviso. One objection raised to the origi- 
nal bill, was that it abandoned our rights in trade as 
a neutral power. This proviso was intended to ex- 
elude that conclusion, and was a simple declara- 
tion by the enacting power as to what was the 
spiritand intention of the aet This was not an 
adjournment of the question as to the rights of 
neutrals from this House to the Canada frontier 
but was the reverse. Much had been said as to 
our right to carry on a commerce in contraband 
goods, etc. Mr. P. then went on to show that a 
trade in contraband articles, even of arms and mu- 
nitions of war, was not cause of war under the 
law of nations; but that those engaged in the trate 
of contraband articles were liable to seizure and 
confiscation of their goods. Those engaged in such 
commerce must run the risk and hazard incident 
to such trade. The right of the citizens of neutral 
powers to trade in contraband articles may be ex- 
ercised without subjecting the nation to the respons 
sibilides of war; but such articles are not protected 
by law; on the contrary, are subject to seizure nnd 
confiscation under foreign tribunals. Phosas the 
doctrine maintained by France in ber intercourse 
with us in our Revolanonary strugete, and the doc- 
trine maintained by us throughout the modern wars 
of Europe. ‘Che great diflicuity has been in speci 
fying what are strictly contraband articles. Mr. P. 
then went on to contend that the bill did not inter- 
fere with the rights of our citizens to a legitimate 
commerce under the laws of nations. Uf they were 
disposed, for the separate and bona fide purpose of 
mere trade and traflic, to engage in commerce of 
any kind, they could do so; but if contraband, then 
they must become subject tu the risks and hazards of 
such trade under the law of nations, 

The bill does uot propose to mterfere with that, 
but, by the proviso, express'y excludes such inten- 
tion. If executive officers under it should mistake 
their powers, or should seize such articles, ot pie- 
vent such legitimate trade as was not intended to 
be embraced by its provisions, then Mr. P. appre- 
hended it would prove good grounds for a claim 
for damages agaist this Government, or for judg- 
mentfor damages in a court having competent ju- 
risdiction. 

As tothe argument that the clause giving the 
power of seizure in specified cases is against that 
clause in the Constitution which prevents uurea- 
sonable seizure, Mr. P. said that the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Parron) had already so ably 
said many things on that point, that he would not 
trouble the Huuse by any additional remarks of 
his. He would only say that the Constitution for- 
bade “unreasonable seizure;” and surely, if men as- 
sembied together in our own territory, with the 
avowed and admitted object proclaimed of aiding 
and abetting insurrection or rebellion in any terri- 
tory under the government and jurisdiction of a 
power with whom we are at peace, and under the 
most solemn ties of treaty, they are not, under such 
circumstances, to claim that provision against un- 
reasonable seizure. If our treaties and the law of 
good faith are binding, such a position would pre- 
senta case for very reasonable seizure. By the 
avowed designs of men under such circumstances, 
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they dispense with the necessity and reason for an 
affidavit, as in ordinary cases. Their open con- 
duct is the affidavit. As to the argument who is to 
judge, this, Mr. P. contended, is an argument 
which, if pushed to extremities, is against all power 
any where. There must, of necessity, be some of- 
ficer constituted to judge when the proper case 
arises; and if he exercises his authority against the 
spirit of the law, he himself is amenable. 

Mr. P. said, if we cannot enforee our obligations 
under treaties for want of power in the Constitu- 
tion, better for us to have no treaties, and proclaim 
the fact to the world. Are the peaceful citizens of 
this country to be dragged into war by a handful 
of desperate men, who desire to live by plunder 
and murder on our borders, under the idea, that if 
we do any thing, it will be nothing but an “act to 
sustain royal authority in Canada.” Mr. P, said 
something was due in this matter to ourselves much 
more than to Great Britain; it was due to our 
peace, our honor, and our character. Tfwe cannot 
restrain the lawlessness of our citizens under the 
fear of encroaching upon their liberty, ave will be 
thrown out of the pale af nations, and the people 
ofthis Confederacy will be made what France was 
under the reign of Robespierre and Danton, a na- 
tion of public robbers and murderers, defying the 
laws of God and man, ander the proiiigate pretext 
of extending universal democracy and liberty. 

Mr. P. said he was opposed to the original bill 
reported by the chairman of Foreign Relations. 
He thought it very strong in some of its features. 
He was particularly opposed to the clause giving 
the President the power to order the army and 
navy to execute the law, ete, He quoted that 
clause in the law which authorizes the ‘ealling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union,” 
and contended that the power over the militia 
being thus named for specified purposes, showed 
that it was intended that the President should rely 
upon public opmien to sustain lum in the execu- 
tion of laws to be enforced npon our own people; 
thatthe mihua wasin fact nothing but the organi- 
zation of the community—(he people themselves- 
under military regulations; that ic was this organi- 
gation of the people that the Constitution inteaded 
should aid the President, if neeassary, “to execute 
the laws of the Union, in the claase providing for 
eathng forth the militia, [fe considered the power 
over the army and navy wax intended to protect ns 
against foreign invasion and foreign powers; it was 
a power conferred to maintain our intercourse as a 
nation with other nations. But as to the execution 
of Jaws amongst our own citizens at home, the 
power over the iniltia--the organization of the 
commanity into a © posse’ was his legitimate 


authority; and he (Mr. P.) was at any rate ine 
clined to restrict his power over the navy and 
army, as far as the execution of domestic laws 


amongst our own cilizens was concerned, Mr, P. 
was in favor of the amendment offered by the gen- 
Ueman from Virginia, (Mr Parron.) 
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: But he has told 
us that recent experience had shown the inadequacy of existing 
lawa to enforce our obligations of neutrality, and has recom: 
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mended further provisions for this object; and, sir, it appeara'to 
be admitted by all, with the exception of that’ gentleman, thas: 
some additional. provisions are: necessary; to carry fully into 
effect the objects of the act of 26th of April, 1818.. But the diffi 
culty seems to consist in providing the -necessary and appro. 
priate remedy, without infringing the constitutional rights of 
the citizens, or being too: severe and rigid in exactions. upon 
them, Upon this ground have been based most of the objec- 
tions which have been urged sgeine: the Senate bill; and this, 
Me. T said, had constituted the chief objection, in. his mind; to : 
that bill. He believed that what additional legislation was ne- 
ceasary to maintain the policy ofthis Government, and enforce 
our neutral obligations, should be embraced.in as few, simple, 
and plain provisions as possible, “The law of 1618 embraces 
almost all that seems to be necessary; and any powers conferred 
by thatact, having existed many years, and aniformly acqui- 
escod in, may be considered as affording-a safe precedent for our 
present action, 

Mr. T. said he hal examined with some care the different 
propositions which have been made to amend tho bill;. and he 
was better satisfied with the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tioman from Virginia, (Mr. Parron,) with the proviso suggested 
by tho gendiaman from Georgia, (Mr. Motszy,) which is added 
to the amendment, than with'either the Senate bill, or any plan 
which hag been suggested. ‘he objection which has arisen 
from any apprehended.danger to the rights of our citizens, to 
carry ona neutral trade with any foreign power, agrecable to 
trenfy stipulations or national law, is obviated by the proviso; 
and no powers, he believed, were conferred, but such as were 
embraced in the act of 1818. : 

‘She extension consisted in the application of the power to a 
greater number of specified objects, so as to embrace all that 
any supposed emergency may seem to require. We said he 
could not see any strong necessity or good reason for the first 
section, believing that the recited acts of this sectioun, which are 
declared a misdemeanor and punishable by fine and imprison. 
ment, are embraced in the alxth section of the act of 1818 | Tn 
this respect he fully concurred with the gentleman from Vir- 
ginin, (Mr. Mercat.) ‘The “providing or preparing the means 
for any military expedition,” embraces all, and perhaps more, 
than is recited in this section. Ie was not, however, disposed 
to oppose the retaining of this section, because, if it made any 
thing more plain, it might be useful, and certainly could do no 
injury, 

The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. PAT- 
TON) has deen strongly and earnestly opposed, for the same’ rea- 
son that has been urged against the Senate bill. It is said that 
it violates the constitutional right of the citizen to be “secure 
against unreasonable searches and seizures,” This objection, 
he said, had appeared to him to have some force, and if he now 
supposed the amendment would violate the constitutional right 
of the citizea, could not receive his vote, howevor urgent the 
ciretmatances which might seem to require its adoption. Bat 
the discussion and reflection had convinced him that it was not 
liable to this objection, Li stands onthe same principle which 
has ever governed in your reveune laws. And how is it pro- 
posed (a get rid of tho difficulty hy those who urge the objec- 
Gon} Two modes of effecting this have been proposed ; one by 
the amendinent offered by his colleague, (Mr. Loomis, and the 
other by the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ver. 
mont With regard lo the first, he had only to say, that it ap- 
poared to him entirely inadequate to the emergency which is 
supposed Cooxist, Before you can take possession of and de- 
tain any “vehicle, arms, oy munitions of war,’ which circum- 
stances render probable or certain, are collected for the purpose 
of hostile invasion of the territory of a Government with 
whom we are at peace, you have first. to obtain a warrant 
from one of the district judges. - Mis colleague, he said, aware 
of the great diMculty of this proceeding on the great extent of 
our Northern frontier, and the utter insufficiency of this neces. 
sarily slaw process, as a preventive remedy, had inserted a pro- 
vision for the appointment of commissioners at convenient 
places, to discharge the duties of judges in this matter; but, 
finding constitutional objections inthe way, he had modified his 
amendment by atriking out the provision, so that the objection 
to this plan, of itsentire inadequacy, remains with all its force. 

The ainendment of the gentleman from Vermont is supposed 
by some preferable, because it declares the property which you 
wish to detain forfeit to the use of the Government, and then 
the objection of “unreasonable seizure” is supposed to be re- 
moved. But Mr. T. said he could not see the force or justice 
of this mode of reasoning. Itis but adding an additional pe- 
nalty to the law, the penalty of forfeiture, and this for the only 
purpose of enabling you to seize the property; and if by this 
process you can make that a “reasonable seizure,” within the 
constitutional meaning of the term, which, without the addi- 
tional penalty, would be unconstitutional, you may have found 
a very convenient inode of evading a constitutional objection, 
but which may be avery oppressive one tothe people. Mr. Y. 
said he was opposed to any such contrivance to evade a consti- 
tutional vbjeetion; and he believed the law was made suffi- 
ciently penal, without the additional penalty of forfeiture of 
property. He believed that, if it was an “ unreasonable séi- 
zure” for a marshal or collector to take possession of property 
collected fur the hostile invasion of the territory of a foreign 
power with whom we are at peace, and which you have de- 
clared a crime and misdemeanor, it would be no less an “un. 
reasonable seizure” by adding the p nalty of forfeiture of pro- 
perly. He said that it appeared to him thatthe authority given 
to seize the arms and munitions of war, as provided by this 
bill, is not that “unreasonable seizure”? provided against by 
the Constitution; awi he could see no difference in principle 
from that authorized by your revenue laws. It is nothing more 
than taking possession of property, not for the use of Govern- 
ment, but for the purpose of preventing the further commission 
oferime. The right, the ownership of the property, is still in 
theintfividual, to be restored to him, either by direction of the 
President, or by his giving security that it shall not be used for 
the criminal purpose prohibited; and this in a case where the 
peace of the nation may be involved. Itissimply the “taking 
possession of and detaining,” mentioned in the act of 1818, and 
for the same purpose; it gives no new powers but such as were 
conferred by thatact, and for the same object; and if the term 
“seize” is objectionable, strike it out, and insert “take posses- 
sion of” in its stead, Who, said Mr. T. is to judge what would 
constitute an “unreasonable seizure,” in the constitutional 
sense of the term? The law-making power, in the first in- 
stance, is to judge; we are to decide whether what we would 
authorize to be done is constitutional or not; and in the second 
place, the judiciary is to decide; and if; by his vote, he said, he 
should declare it to be a crime, a misdemeanor, for an individual 
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to cojlect arms and munitions of war for the purpose of using 
them in a military expedition within the territories of a foreign 
Government with whom we are at peace, he should not deem it 
an “unreasonable seizure”. to authorize the taking possession 
of and detaining them, if necessary, to prevent their being used 
in the completion of the criminal intent, and especially where 
the peace and the honor of the nation may be. concerned. 
ft has been said the power conferred would be liable to be 
abused. This is true in all cases, and no moreso in this than 
in any other; and the officer abusing his trust is liable for da- 
mages, and subject to indictment and panishment, There is, 
perhaps, less danger -of an arbitrary abuse of power in {the 
case fur which this biil is more immediately designed, than 
in many other cases; for, in addition. te. those securities 
which ordinarily exist, the strong public sentiment which 
exists on our northern frontier will present a barrier 
against any unjust or arbitrary abuse of. power. . That great 
excitement still prevails on that frontier is unquestionably 
true, and that the feelings and sympathies of the people are 
with what is called the patrioteause, is equally true; and under 
these clrcurnstances,there is perhaps a greater probability of 
inefficiency in the execution of the law, than of an arbitrary 
abuse of power; for in this country, more than any other, pub- 
lic sentiment is power. Sir, (said Mr. T.) I am not sure, 
but from the tone of this‘ debate, injustice may. be done tothe 
Cidzens on that frontier. I am not sure but the impression 
may be made on some, that the feelings which. pervade that 
section of the country are anything but justifiable; that they 
are generally disposed to encourage measures that may lead to 
a violauon of our neutral relations, and involve the peace of 
the country. If, so, great injustice would be done them. He 
believed no portion of the American people more cordially 
approve the general policy of this Government, ef non-interfer- 
ence with the internal affairs of other nations, of maintaining a 
strict neutrality with foreign powers. But that feeling, com- 
mon to American citizens, of sympathy for the oppressed, of 
those who'may be struggling for freedom, is deeply rooted in 
“their hearts, and prevails with them as elsewhere, and has 
manifested itself on all occasions, It isan American feeling, 
the natural fruit of our country’s triumphs in a like struggle, 
and the establishment of our free institutions. It has its 
origin in a natural abhorence to oppression in any quarter, 
and in a patriotic attachment and preference for the institutions 
of our country, and I think the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Legare) must have misconceived the feelings of the 
people on that frontier, when he characterized them as “strange 
and unnatural.” But, sir, the generous feeling which has ge- 
nerally prevailed in that quarter, friendly to what is denomina- 
ted the patriot cause, but which sought not to disturb the neu- 
tral relations of the Government, or to compromit the peace of 
the country (with but a very few exceptions) has been changed 
from sympathy to indignation for wrongs committed;——or ratb- 
er, he would say, indignation for the destruction of the lives and 
property of our citizens within our own waters and on our own 
shore, has been superadded tosynipathy. for the oppressed. The 
affair of the Caroline is net forgotten, and the rewards and 
honors said to have been confered by the provincial Parliament 
on them concerned in it, have not ented: to allay the feeling. 
Still they are not disposed to rash and violent measures, and will 
wait in the fult confidence that the national honor will be fully 
vindicated, and her rights’ maintained. It is believed that but 
few of our citizens are engaged in any unlawful enterprise, that 
most of those who.are said to be imbodied or cuseeed da an en- 
terprise for the invasion of Canada are Canadian refugees. And; 
it is the duty of this Government tosee that all our neutral obli- 


gations are enforced, and he trusted that duty would he faithful- g 


Jy performed, and in good faith. Anl, while he trusted this duty 
would be faithfully performed by both Government and people, 
that we should not only, in our relations with foreign Gevern- 
ments, neither ask or do any thing but what is clearly right, he 
trusted that other part of the maxim, worthy the man who 
utteredit, would be as rigidly maintained, that we shall “submit 
ta nothing that is wrong.” 


: THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE, 
j Or Norta CAROLINA. 

In Senate, March 6, 1838.—Upon the bill to “im- 
pose additional duties, as depositaries, upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint Receivers General 
of public money, and to.regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement, of the public 
moneys of the United States.” 

Mr. STRANGE addressed the Senate as follows: 

When, at the extra session, I had the honor of 
submitting to the Senate, in as condensed a manner 
as possible, my views on the subject now under 
consideration, I did not suppose that, under the 
pressure of that high responsibility which rests upon 
every member of this distinguished body, I should 
again be compelled to enter the arena and engage 
anew in this momentous strife. I did believe that 
such a direction would be given to the subject as to 
lull into repose those elements cf discord whieh 
have been so long howling through the political at- 
mosphere. I did not anticipate that the political 
patient would be forced to he for months in igno- 
rance of his disease, and without the application of 
any remedy that, in his anxiety and distress, his 
hopes and his fears might be appealed to, to wring 
from him concession. But such has been the re- 
sult, and the subject is again before us, and, 
notwithstanding the great ability with which 
it has been discussed, I feel it my duty, avoid- 
ing, as much as possible, grounds heretofore 
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occupied by me, to offer some suggestions to 

the Senate. In doing so, I shall probably re- 

peat much that has been said by others; and if I 

should seem tedious to the Senate, my apology 

must be found in the magnitude of the subject. -It 

is, on the side I propose to advoeate, so full of to- 

pics that the difficulty is not to find something to 

say, but to select from the vast mass of matter 

which crowds upon the mind. In this respect, per- 

haps, the gentlemen ‘in the Opposition may seem to. 
have some advantage over us, for the little that 

can be urged on that side of the question may be _ 
thrown upon the mind in all the force of concen- 
tration, while on ours the effect of each is dissipated 
by the variety of considerations which claim atten- 
tion. In the remarks I shall make, I beg leave in 
the outset to disclaim any personal allusions. Per- 
sonalities in debate are, in my judgment, wrong in 
every point of view. They violate the decorum 
which becomes these halls. They are breaches of 
that spirit of kindness which should characterize 
the intercourse of members of the same body. 
They interfere with the faithful discharge of duty 
to our constituents. They are inconsistent with 
our own self respect, and detract from our proprie- 
ty as gentlemen. In any thing, therefore, which I 
may say, I war upon parties, not persons; upon 
principles, not men. It might seem invidious to 
select any one from among those who have pre- 
ceded me in the advocacy of what I conceive to be 
the cause of truth, as a peculiar subject of remark; 
but when it is remembered that the - Senator from 

Ohio is a native of the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent, that he hath been transpianted 
from my own sunny clime tothe cold regions of 
the lakes, and hath yet put forth in unabated vigor, 
and is withal one of the youngest members of this 
body, both in age and station, I may be excused for 
tendering him my thanks as one of the Democracy 
of the country, and, so far as my feeble voice may 
serve, cheering him on in the race of glory he has 
so nobly begun. 

In the further progress of my remarks, I shall 
treat the original bill reported by the Committee of 
Finance, and the proposed substitute of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, together, for, like Pnaraoh’s 
dream, the subject is one, although presented in a 
two-fold manner. And the parallel holds in 
another important particular; for, if the substitute 
should prevail over the original bill, it will be the 
consumption of the seven full and good ears of 
corn by the seven thin, withered, and blasted by 
the east wind; the destruction of the seven fat-flesh- 
ed and well-favored kine by the seven thin-flesh- 
ed and ill-favored, such as were never seen in all 
the land of Egypt for badness. This subject has 
been justly pronounced on all sides as of the ut- 
most importance. {IndeedI do not believe that one 
equally important is likely to engage the attention 
of Congress through the lapse of years. Its im- 
portance is evinced by the nature of the opposi- 
tion it has been doomed to encounter. The press 
has made it and its advocates, for months past, the 
themes of ridicule, insult, and vituperation. An 
opposition the most talented, compact, and power- 
ful ever known in this country, has met it on both 
floors of Congress; and even some of those, to 
whose bosoms the principles are dear which it is 
intended to support, and who would pour ont 
the blood of those bosoms in their defence, un- 
der (they will excuse me for saying,) “a strange, 
a passing strange” delusion, are found warring 
against it; and should this bill fail, had it a voice 
to speak, it might exclaim in its dying accents, “Tu 
quoque Brute,” with the first man. in Rome when 
he fell beneath the daggers of his friends. This 
reminds me that the Senator from New York [Mr. 
‘Tattmance] bade the friends of the Administration 
“beware the ides of November.” I, for one, re- 
ceive the warning in the spirit in which it was 
given, albeit I may not profit by it; and in the 
kindest manner I take leave to remind that Senator 
in return, that it was of the ides of another month 
that Cæsar was warned, not by a misguided friend, 
but by his faithful Augur Spurina; and when the 
sacrifice was completed, and Cæsar was slain, 
the chief of those concerned in his destruction were 
forced to acknowledge that they had acted under a 
wild delusion, and had ‘struck the foremost 
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man of all’ this world: but for ‘supporting’ rob: 
bers; and all that they. had gained was the poor 
privilege of having the insulting: proposal made to 
them “to sell the mighty space of their large honors, 
for-so much trash as ‘might be grasped, thus,” But 
formidable as has beeñ the opposition’ of the press, 
and that upon both floors of Congress, one still more 
powerful is waging against this bill.“ The banks, the 
banks,once thefew and modest agents ofcommercial 
exchanges, have been multiplied by hundreds, and 

converted into one great political machine, wielding 
its Briarian arms in every direction. When Cadmus 

slew the dragon, it was dead for eyer, and from 

its sown teeth only sprung forth armed men: But 

when the mother monster of banks was slain; it re- 

vived in its own person, and from some portion of 

its exuvia sprang forth a legion more terrible in 

this controversy, than an army with banners. 

This measure, in my judgment—-another magna 
charta—another Declaration of the » Indepen- 
dence of the people has been grossly tra- 
duced and misrepresented. Imagination has 
gathered around it dark shadowy ‘forms, 
obscuring its stature and proportions, and then 
declared it, like Hamlet’s cloud, an ouzel or a 
camel, asthe humor prompted. Under her magic 
touch it has grown up into a vast mountain, des- 
tined to belch forth its volcanic lava in every direc- 
tion, overwhelming this fair land in ruin and deso- 
lation. Mr. President, when I look. ta. the 
substantial. argument which is brought, against 
this measure, I feel the same exultation: which 
filled my soul when I heard read in this ‘hali'that 
able and luminous document which first brought it 
to the attention of Congress. Then I felt proud of -. 
my country, of my principles, and of the man ` 
whom Ihad borne an humble part in rendering the 
honored instrument, (or. if gentlemen think either 
our morals, our taste, or our language, is to be im- 
proved by applving low terms to dignified subjects,) 
the honored tool in bringing them into action. But 
when Fook to the clouds of prejudice, which, in thick, 
heavy masses have gathered around it, I am op- 
pressed with gloomy forebodings, and my heart 
sickens at the anticipated miseries of my country. 
Oh! that it were mine to wield a magic wand, by 
which I might brush away those clouds of preju- 
dice, and lay bare the subject in all its simplicity, 
But the wish is vain, and I must essay what I can- 
however limited my hopes of success. De ited of 

The first and-most natural mode resorted to .by °° 
the enemies of an Independent Treasury to pre- 
judice the public mind against it, is pouring 
upon it, in advance, the most violent.and bitter de- 
nunciation. Odious names are applied to it and its 
friends, Loco Focoism, Igrarianism, Spoils Par- 
ty, and a host of other catch words, having no very 
definite meaning, and thereby leaving to imagina- 
tion to fill up the blanks with every thing dangerous 
and detestable. To borrow a figure from the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, not now in his seat, [Mr. 
Pres7on,} they are used as a beli to ring together a 
rabble of. offensive ideas. Every one knows the 
effect of -the cry of mad-dog upon the unfortunate 
animal against whom it is directed. Even the most 
staid and prudent men are ronsed from their pro- 
priety, and join inthe pursuit of the doomed wretch; 
and the inquiry whether or not the charge is well. 
grounded is seldom made until it ceases to bea 
maiter of any consequence to the creature charged 
whether itis true or not. This measure has been de- 
nounced upon this floor in a tone of voice, and with 
an emphasis which might have disturbed the sleep 
of every cradle in this wide-spread city, as worse 
than the alien and sedition law, There is, in my 
judgment, a vast difference between the two mea- 
sures The one has already been condemned by the 
American people, and spurned as an attempt to fet- 
ter their liberty and bind them in slavery.. The 
other, as I have already intimated, is a feather from 
the wing of their own high-soaring eagle: But there 
is no disputing about taste. The devil, it is said, 
prefers blasphemy to prayer. But.what the Sena- 
tor who made this denunciation can find in the alien 
and sedition law preferable to an Independent 
Treasury, I leave him to point out. 

The next circumstance seized upon to prepossess 
the pablic mind against an Independent Treasury 
is, that it was recommended by the President of the 
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United States; and the Senate has. been taunted 


with being composed of a parcel of servile minions 
of power, assembling ouly to register the rescripts 
of a tyrant. Sir, I would ask, was our Constitution 
founded in wisdom or in folly? Isany here so bold 
as to declare the latter? If any, let him speak out 
painly. None! Then it is acknowledged to be 
founded in wisdom; and if so, for what purpose was 
the third sestion of the second article inserted? 
which declares, “he (the President) shall, from 
time to time, give to the.Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend to their 
consideration such measures as he shall judge ne- 
cessary and expedieut.” Was it merely to test 
whether the President would yield obedience to the 
pehests of the Constitutiun? whether Congress would 
be so tame and submissive as to pay the slightest re- 
spect to the suggestions made under the injunctions 
of the Constitution? or whether any President 
would have the audacity to assail the jus divinum 
recently transferred from kings to corporations} 
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wesster] 
was wrong. in calling the message which recom- 
mended the Independent Treasury the Æolian cave. 
The figure would have been much more apt if, in 
speaking of it in connection with the paper system, 
he had compared it to the inverted spear which the 
poet represents as having been stricken inte the 
hollow mountain, or that launched by Laocoon 
against the side of the wooden horse. The effect 
was not, as I think, that mentioned by the Senator: 


Unia Burusque Notusque ruunt creberque procellis 
Africus et vastos volvuntad littora ductus. 


a All the winds rushing out in fierce atorms together, 
And rolling (he great wavea to the shore.” 
But it was, in my opinion, another description of 
the poct, 


Uteroqua recusso, 
Ingonuere cava, gemitumque dedere caverno, 
` ` > 4 


Inaequitur clamorque virum. 


“The womb being smitten, its hollow caverns sounded, and 
gave a groan. ‘Theclamor of men followed.” 


The next mode of prepossessing the people 
against an Independent Treasury, is calling ita 
war upon the banks, and through them upon the 
people. Was there ever a more gratuitous as- 
sumptten? What are the tacts? Does Congress 
propose to pass any law regulating the banks, 
abridging their privileges, or modifying their char- 
ters? Does it propose to tax them, or in any other 
way to legislate of, or concerning them? Do not 
the friends of this measure expressly disclaim all 
right so to do? Who, then, is the assailant? Con- 
gress proposes to pass a law declaring how the re- 
venues of the Government, raised exclusively for 
the uses of the Government, shall in future be re- 
ceived, kept and disbursed, and the banks, through 
their agents, break in upon the calmness of Con- 
gressional deliberation, and demand that the whole 
business shall be committed to them. We alone, 
say they, are entitled to its possession. No others 
can be found worthy to be trusted with it, Pesides, 
the possession of it is profitable to us; and we can- 
not surrender the advantages we derive from it; and 
what is more, we say that the people derived ad- 
vantages from our possessing it; and we will so 
convince the people; and we will sur them up to 
aid us in this demand; and we declare that 
your effort to eommit the revenues to other keep- 
ing than ours, is war upon us, and through us upon 
the people. This artifice of the banks in bringing 
forward the name of the people in their attempt to 
seize upon the public treasure, reminds me of an 
ingenious. but cruel device in ancient warfare, 
when two cities or nations being at war, the one, 
by some accident, got into its possession a number 
of the wives and children of the other; these the 
former placed in front of them, and so advanced 
upon their adversaries, upon whom they could with 
effect discharge their arrows and hurl their javelins, 
while the laiter were restrained by the fear of 
wounding their own kindred. The banks know 
that we are the kindred of the people, ourselves a 
portion of them; and could we be persuaded that 
in resisting their attempts we were wounding the 
people, we should yield the contest. But what is 
the connection between the banks and the people? 
Do the people control the banks, or the banks the 
people? There cag be but one answer to these 
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questions: Jt is our masters’ masters, then, and 
notour masters themselves, who demand the pub- 
lic treasure; and if we do not surrender it, shall it 
be said we are making war upon both? We m. ke 
no war upon the banks: it. is the banks who- have 
made war upon us. As the ancient Gauls did the 
Roman territory, they have overran our country; 
we have been driven to the Capitol, the only re- 
maining fortress, and no help is left to as, but like 
Manlius Torquatus, to hur! the intruders from its 
walls. ` : : 

Another mode of-exciting prejudice against the 
Independent Treasury system, is speaking of it 
asa separation between the people and the Go- 
vernment.. No charge was ever more absurd than 
this. ‘Those who use it, but betray their own ha- 
bitual mode of thinking. They are wont to con- 
sider the Government as the property of the few, 
contrived for their special comfort and accommo- 
dation, while the people, an ignoble herd, are 
totally unfit to govern themselves, or to have any 
part in the government of others. ‘They are accus- 
tomed to view mankind in classes, regularly gradu- 
ated, atthe head of which graduation stand those 
who administer the Government; while the 
friends of the Independent Treasury look upon Go- 
vernment as a mere institution, set up by the peo- 
ple for their own use and purposes, managed by a 
portion of themselves, appointed as agents of the 
whole to that end. ‘Thathat it has no incarnate, se- 
parate existence, like monarchical or aristocratic 
Governments, and can have no rights or interests 
but those which it holds in trust for the people. 
Distinct from theirs, except se far as is necessary 
for the discharge of its fiduciary office, it has no 
existence. 

But the most formidable of all the prejudices 
excited againstthe Independent Treasury system, 
is that caused by considering it as a partofa 
great system devised by the late Administration, 
which has thus far in its progress, brought ruin and 
distress upon the country. Itis asserted that the 
nation isin the very depths of pecuniary distress, 
and thatall thishas been brought about by the 
unwise or malicious deeds of the past Administra- 
tion continued by the present. ‘The ghost of the 
late Administration is made to stalk across this hall 
an object of terror as well as of admiration, and 
men are thereby frightened from their propriety. 
This was the principal theme of the very able ad- 
dress to which we listened from the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,} on Monday week, and I 
think he succeeded very effectually in showing 
that neither the past or present incumbent of the 
Presidential chair was very favorable to banks as 
the fiscal agents of the Government. But that he 
ever reached the Q E Dof his argument, to wit: 
that that hostility had wrought any ill to the coun- 
try, I utterly deny. It never has and never can be 
proven that it caused the present commercial dis- 
tress so loudly complained of; but, on the contrary, 
it is perfectly manifest, and the experience of every 
day renders it more so, that this distress is the re- 
suit of over-trading and excessive bank issues. 
This state of over-trading and over-issuing, present- 
ed a deceitful show of great prosperity, most glow- 
ingly described by the Senator from Kentacky, 
who last addressed you, [Mr. Crrrrennen,] and to 
convey some adequate idea of it, he borrowed from 
the beautiful soliloquy of Cardinal Wolsey: 


“We were like lite wanton boys who swim on bladders 
These many summers, on n pea of glory? 


and the Sena‘or might have continued the quota- 
tion, and found in it the cause of the sad reverse: 


“Bat far beyond our depth: onr full-blown pride 
Burst under us, 


And loft us to the rude mercy of a stream, 
Which threatens to o’erwhelm ag.” 

Yes: this sea of glory in which we have been 
swimming and bathing, is thatin which we are in 
danger of being drowned. Confirmation is daily 
added to the positions taken by the President, and 
maintained by his friends at the extra session, 
that the paper system had been expanded in Eng- 
land as well as. in this country, and that the com- 
mercial distress complained of in this country was 
to a greater or less extent prevalent in all the 
trading nations. This very morning, before I came 
to the House, a friend read from a late newspaper 


in my hearing, that-the trade of Canton was nearly 
suspended. - Was “thesuspension of the trade of 
Canton attributable ‘to the Specie order of President 
Jackson? ` To the removal -of the déposites: or the 
suppression of the United States Bank? “No, one, I 
suppose, would pretend ‘that: it was... Tn addition 
to the proofs of commercial distress in» England 
cited at the last. session, listen ‘toa few sentences 
from the Edinburgh Review, No, 131: : 

(The commertial and pecuniary, history of ‘Creat Britain 
during the laat twelve: months, deserves to be ‘carefully studied 
‘and meditated, In January, 1836, trade and -induelry were 
generally believed to'be ii ‘the most satisfactory ‘condition 

“he country wag perfectly tranquil, mercantile and moneyed 
men had the greatest confidence in each other, the foreign de- 
mand for our manufactures was beyond all iormer precedent, 
all sorta of laborers had full employment, prices were mode- 
rate, and the Bank of England had above seven millions of coin, 
and bullion in her coffers. Now, as évery one knows, no polj» 
tical convulsion has taken: place in the interval, the public 
tranquillity has never been for a moment disturbed, the home 
and foreign demand for our manuwlactures continued, till re- 
cently, to be as great as ever; the gloomy anticipations that 
were rt one time entertained with respect to the late harvest 
have not beenrealized, and many: important public works haya. 
heen undertaken n the coursecof the past year. Such being ths 
case, a person unacquainted with the ‘circumstances would 
naturally conclude that there must now. be more confidence 
than ever; that the extraordinary extension of manufactures 
and trade must, by making most foreign countries our debtors, 
have determinod the ba'ance of payments m our favor to-such 
an extent aa to render the accumalation of bullion: inconvenier t 
to the bank, But how reasonable. soever these conclusiong 
may appear lo be, not one of them, we are grieved tosay, would 
be consistent with tho fact. Instead of increasing, confidence 
has been well nigh destroyed; a great derangement has taken 
place in commercial speculations, and, instead of being in- 
creased, the stock of bullion in the bank has bean reduced from 
about seven to not more than three and a half millions, and that 
eatablishment has heen placed in the greatest jeopardy! Such 
are samo of the Anomalous resulta we have lately witnessed.” 

Is there no pecuniary. distress depicted here? It 
is well remembered by the’ Senate, that early in 
this session, Birmingham papers were distributed 
among the members of this body, containing a me- 
morial of the citizens of that manufacturing town 
in England to Lord Melbourne. It struck me at 
the time that that memorial was full of useful in- 
struction to us, and had fully intended to preserve 
with care the copy which fell to me, but I have, 
by some accident, mislaid it. It fortunately hap- 
pens that extracts have been taken from it in that 
article in the Edinburgh Review to which L have 
just referred, and I beg leave to call the attention 
of the Senate to some of those extracts, together 
with some few othet sentences of the article itself. 

“The following memorial may be referred to in 
proof of this, Birmingham not being affected by 
any particular diseredit. It was presented to Lord 
Melbcurne in March last, and was signed by all 
the principal merchants, manufacturers, and tra- 
ders of the town. The facts it communicates are 
m no degree exaggerated, and are equally striking 
and instructive: 

“My Lord: Wa, the undersignod, merchants, manufactur. 
era, and other inhabitants of the town of Birmingham, beg leave 
reapeccfully to represent to your, Lordship the following facts: 

“Yet. Durmg the last two or three yearsa very great im- 
provement has taken place in the trade and commerce of the 
town and neighborhood, The workmen have generally been 
yiaced in a condition of full employment and good wages, pro~ 
ducing a generat state of satisfaction and contentment amomg 
them, ‘Their employers have also enjoyed a condition of ease 
and security, which might be called aflucnce when compared 
with the losses, dificulties, and anxieties which they endured 
for several years before, Nastock of goods was accumulated; 
ne over-tradingof any kind existed; the product of one man’s 
industry were readily exchanged for those of another; and all 
the prodocts of industry in every trade were carried off into the 


absolute consumption ofthe people quite as fast as they could 
be produced, i 


“2d. Suddenly, within the last three months; with all the elo- 
ments of general prosperity remaining unimpaired, this grati- 
fying state of things has disappeared, and h s been sneceeded 
by a gencral state of difficulty and embarrassment, threatening 
the most alarming consequences to all classes of the communi- 
ty. Ordeis for goods are countermanded and discontinued, 
both for foreign and home trade. The prices of goods are fall- 
ing, go as in many cases to occasion a loss instead ofa profit on 
their production, The process of production is thus obstruct- 
ed, the workmen are beginning to be discharged, or be placed 
npon short employment, and we are confident, that unless re- 
meiliat measures be immediately applied, a large proportion of 


our population will shortly be thrown entirely out of empluy- 
ment. a A 


Here, then, are pictures of pecuniary distress 
equal to any which can be drawn by American 
fancy. And does any one suppose that they have 
been drawn. by the writer of this article, and the 
men of Birmingham, just to gratify President Van 
Buren, and to sustain his theories? No one, I pre- 
sume, will so imagine. - And to what do the people 
of England attribute their distresses? Is it-to their 
Government? or to- ours, or its méastres? To 
the Specie Circular, the removal of. ‘the deposites 
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or the non-charter of the United States Bank? Let 
them speak for themselves: 

“Itis not necessary, in order to get a sufficiently distinct 
view of the circumstances which occasioned the tate and pre- 
sent difficulties, to go farther back than January, 1836. At that 
epoch the exchange was either at par, or slightly in our favor, 
showing, consequently, that the currency was at its proper 
amount, and that it ought neither to he increased nor diminish- 
ed otherwise than-through the influx or efflux of bullion. But, 
while inatters are fu this situation, a peculiar combination of 
circumstances conspired to set on foot and inflame a wild and 
dangerous spirit of speculation. The favorite objects to which 
the public attention was directed, were the formation of compa- 
nies for the construction of raflways and the establishment of 
jointstock banks. The ruin of those concerned was the worst 
evil that could result from the formation of crude schemes of 
the former description, or from the undertaking of works that 
could not reasonably be expected to yield a-profitable return. 
Bat i: was quite otherwise with the rage for banks. Had they 
been only banks of deposite, their multiplication, how little so- 
ever it might have been required, could not have been produc- 
tive of any considerable inconvenience. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, they were not so restricted; and. besides undertaking the 
care of other people’s money, they almost all setabout issuing 
money of their own. The extent to which paper mints of this 
description were multiplied, during the early part of the last 
year, would hardly he believed by any one not conversant with 
the facts, From 1826, when the act authorizing the formation 
of joint stock banksin England and Wales passed, down to the 
3lst of Dezember, 1835, being a period of ten years, sixty joint 
stock banks had been established in England and Wales, giv- 
ing an average of six banks a year. But in 1896, a new era he- 
gan—a mania for joint stock banks suddenly grow up—~and such 
was its violence, that between the Ist of January and the 26th 
of November, 1826, no fewer than forty-two of these establish- 
ments had been organized and brought inte competition with 
those previously existing! k 

“Tn point of fact, however, the number of banks created dur- 
ing the past year was vastly greater than appears from this 
statement. We believe that, at an average, each of the forty- 
two new banks had from four to six branches; and as these 
branches transact all sorts of bankingsbusiness, and enjoy the 
same credit asthe parent establishment, from which they are 
frequently ata great distance, they are, to all intents and pur- 
poses, so many new banks; so that, instead of forty-two, it may 
besafely affirmed that about to hundred new joint stock 
banks were openedin England and Wales in 1836! 

And yet, in the face of all this, it was asserted 
upon the floor of the Senate, at the last session, 
that there was no undue expansion of the 
paper system in England, and no general com- 
mercial distress. The truth is, the same spirit 
of speculation, rage for banks, railroads and 
joint stock companies, and land monopoly, 
sprang up in this country and England about 
the same time, and one encouraged the other 
in its excesses. "Those in this country who 
did not cast their eyes beyond the Atlantic 
to see what was going on there, attributed the in- 
crease of banks to the withdrawal of the 
checking influence of the United States Bank, 
and adopting the quack’s maxim, post hee propter 
hoc, concluded that because this state of things 
was very nearly simultaneous with the refusal to 
recharter {he bank, and the removal of the depo- 
sites, the one was cause, and the other effect. The 
total inefficiency of the Bank of England to restrain 
this evil there, ought to convince one, it would 
seem, how powerless a United States Bank would 
have been for the same purpose, had one been re- 
chartered here. The cause of the revulsion is 
plain enough. Our gold bill, British investments 
in American stocks and American loans, caused 
the golden tide to set rapidly towards this country, 
and the specie in the Bank of England was ina 
very short time reduced from between ten and 
eleven millions to about three and a half. This 
sudden collapse of the money bags on which she 
had fixed her imperial throne, jostled the Juno 
Moneta, called by the moderns confidence, and 
threw her from her seat. The Bank of England be- 
came alarmed, and in her haste to regain her ne- 
cessary supply of gold, spread dismay in every di- 
rection. lér efforts naturally threw exchanges 
greally against this country, and produced all that 
sudden prostration about which wise men affect to 
make a mystery. She has succeeded in regaining 
the quantity of specie which it seems has long been 
deemed necessary to her safety and comfort, and 
which, by the Jast accounts coming under my ob- 
servation, had risen to between eleven and twelve 
millions. We already feel its effects. Exchanges 
are again in our favor; the commercial tide is be- 
ginning to move, and, in spite of panic. makers, 
trade is beginning to flourish ; and it will continue 
to flourish, without any adventitious stimulants, as 
long as our soil remains fertile, is tilled by our in- 
dustiious fellow-citizens, and the blessing of Hea- 
ven descends upon their labor. eae 

Again: we are represented as acting in direct op- 
position to the known will of the people, and 


are charged with want of fealty to our constituents. 
We profess the utmost respect for the voice of the 
people; andif we understand it aright, are, notwith- 
standing the delusion under which we fear a large 
portion are acting, but obeying the will of a decided 
majority. The Opposition have their feasts, raise 
a noise and clamor, make bold and swaggering 
speeches, and put forth splendid newspaper pufis 
and descriptions; and as the “rabble rout,” as one 
of their orators has termed it, passes by them, min- 
gle their shouts with theirs, and pronounce it the 
wnited voice of the people. “The ox knoweth his 


owner,” and as yet the people are in the ascendant, | 


and no public servarft dares to question their supre- 
macy; but if no check is put to the present progress 
of events, the other part of the text will become 
true, and “the ass will know his master’s crib;” for 
no one will attain to wealth or honor, who does not 
receive them at the hands of the bank aristocracy. 
The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rives] has been 
pleased to allude to the popular voice in North 
Carolina; and I must say I am not a little surprised 
at such an allusion from such a quarter. My very 
kind feelings and personal respect for that Senator, 
prevent me from addressing to him the harsh 
language of reproof, in the words of St. Panl— 
“Evil communications corrupt good manners;” but 
I will say, that a man soon learns to speak the 
language of those with whom he associates. . I will 
undertake to assure that gentleman that there are 
but few Conservatives in North Carolina; and if 
there is one, I have never known or do not now 
remember him. When men there leave the Ad- 
ministration, they go over at once into the ranks of 
Whiggery. They call not at that half-way house 
so much commended by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Cray;] they make but one day’s jour- 
ney from Democracy to Federalism; they do not 
even stop on the way to bait. If, then, there has 
been any change in public sentiment in North Ca- 
rolina, unfavorable to the Administration, it has 
not been to Conservatism, but to absolute Whig- 
gery or Federalism; and if such changes are pleas- 
ing to the Senator from Virginia, I can only say, 
he also must have greatly changed since he was a 
noble competitor wtth the usual occupant of that 
seat for that distinguished honor. 


But, sir, I believe and trust there has been no 
change in North Carolina, unfavorable to the Ad- 
ministration. An opinion founded upon there 
being a majority of Opposition members from 
that State in the House of Representatives, 
would be exceedingly fallacious. We seldom 
place our elections in North Carolina exclu- 
sively upon political grounds, and our freemen 
will consult their hearts as well as their heads in the 
exercise of their elective franchise. It is long 
since the Administration had a majority in the 
House of Representatives from our State. When 
my honorable colleague who fills his station with so 
much honor to himself, and credit to his State 
was last elected, there was a majority of op- 
position members from that State in the other 
House, and yet, upon joint legislative ballot, he ob- 
tained a majority of thirty. And when the humble 
individual who now addresses you was elected, 
there was alike majority in the other House. It 
is true he received but a bare majority of the votes 
of the Legislature upon joint ballot, but more than 
one Administration county in the State had sent an 
Opposition member, and if there was a single Op- 
position county represented by an Administration 
man, it hasescaped my memory. But, Mr. Pre- 
sident, if the people of North Carolina are dissa- 
tisfied with the course of their representatives upon 
this floor, they know well how to signify that dis- 
approbation, and they know, toc, that they have 
in my colleague and myself two obedient servants, 
who, when the will of their constituents is commn- 
nicated to them in a proper and intelligible man- 
ner, will either conform thereto, or bid adieu to 
these halls, “nor cast one longing lingering look 
behind.” 

I have thus endeavored to put aside some of the 
prejudices which stand in the way of a fair consid- 
eration of this subject, although perhaps with little 
success. Indeed Í have never flattered myself with 
the hope of doing more than the maker of a chart, 
who indicates to the unwary passenger some of those 


rocks and shoals upon which’ there is danger of his 
being wrecked, but has‘no power to remove them 
from their deep foundations. . Having done what I 
may, however, in the éffort, ¥ proceed to consider 
this question, in the first place, in its financial bear- 
ings: that is to say, as a mere method of keeping 
and disbursing the public revenue. Tt was observed 
by Mr. Madison, in the debate'in the Virginia 
Convention upon the adoption of the Federal Con- 
stitution, that “money was the soul of a Govern- 
ment.” -To this it was replied by the distingwished 
Patrick Henry, (one of the most ultra Democrats 
of any age.or country, and who was altogether op- 
posed to entrusting to the Federal Government the 
power of levying a revenue,) “shall T take my soul 

and give it toa government?” It was my fortune 
the other day to dine in company with a Revo- 
lutionary patriarch, one of those staunch and stur- 
dy Democrats who has become a septuagenarian in 
the preservation and maintenance of those very 
principles which gave rise to that great struggle, 

“all which he saw and part of which he was.” I 

learnt from him, with the liveliest satisfaction, that, 

in his judgment, this was but a crisis in that great 
strife, which had been going on in this nation ever 

since it had an existence, and that we were now en- 
gaged in the advocacy of those principles upon 

which he had kept his eye steadily fixed through 

his whole life, and from which he had never 
swerved; and, referring to the incident just men- 
tioned between Mr. Madison and Mr. Henry, 

“shall the Government,” said he, “take its soul and 

deposite it with a soulless corporaticn?” Yes, sir, mo- 
ney is the soul of a government: its vis mobile —its 

animating principle. Without itgovernment can 
never execute those ends whereto it was constituted, 
and, however willing its agents, they can never per- 

form the behests of their constituents. It is of the 

essence of the utility of money that it should 
be commanded at the moment of the exigency, and 
should not fall materially short in amount of the 

regular computation. In other words, that it should 
be readily commanded, and ultimately safe. In 
both these particulars F insist that the Independent 
Treasury has decidedly the advantage over the 
proposed substitute. And first, as to readiness of 
command. Of what readiness of command the 
deposite with local banks furnishes, we have before 
us a large volume of experience. Strongly as we 
werggonvinced by the sudden and general failure 
of th¥ local banks, and the vast amount of public 
treasure which was thereby locked up and ren- 
dered useless to the Government, embracing nearly 
the whole amount of the revenue on hand, that 
conviction has gathered strength incalculable by 
the experience of the last few months. A suspen- 
sion, which wasat first declared to be temporary, and 
cependent upon mere accidental causes, still con- 

tinves, although months have rolled over our heads 
since it commenced, and no human sagacity can 
even now foresee, with any certainty, when it will 
cease. Indeed, I have been credibly informed that 
a politician of much distinction, and not: of the 
party to which I belong, has uttered the opinion 
that the banks will never resume specie payments. 

But grant that they will resume; we have now 

seen enough. of their nature to satisfy us that they 
will always be liable.to a repetition of casualties 
similar to the present. Indeed, that it is a casnalty 
which must befal them often,unless fortune should be 
peculiarly propitious, and that just in proportion as 

the necessities of the Government become urgent, 
so will the ability of the banks to farnish the funds 
deposited with them diminish. That no stream of 
revenue supply can be relied upon as long as the 
banks are the fountain from which it must flow. 
Unlike the Independent Treasury receptacles, 
which, if any disaster happens to one, leaves the 
rest entirely unaffected, the banks, by a sympathy as 
certain and pervading as that of the Siamese twins, 
feel through the whole system any injury to one, of 
which system that one is but apart. Like the elec- 
tric spark, such a disaster affects the whole of that 
atmosphere, confidence, in: which only banks can 
exist for a single moment, renders it unfit for their 
mysterious respiration,and they become paralyzed, 
and their vital functions suspended or destroyed. 
The necessity of banks for this magic atmosphere 
of confidence furnishes, to my mind, a most con- 
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clusive reason why it cannot rationally be accorded 
to tbem. Every humbug is dependant on confi- 
dence, and few things but humbugs bespeak a con- 
fidence which they cannot command. The juggler, 
who intends to deceive you with tricks of legerde- 
main, bespeaks your confidence or credulity as es- 
sential to the success of his deéeption. The ven- 
triloquist deceives your senses by first bespeaking 
your confidence that he will perform a certain 
thing, and leaves to imagination to assure you of 
its fulfilment. If the banks were really able to 
fulfil their engagements with the public, would they 


care a fig whether it had confidence in them or. 


not? It isonly because they are not able to fulfil 
those engagements that they desire to have the con- 
fidence of the ability substituted for the fact. The 
man who pays cash as he goes, cares not whether 
people have confidence in his ability or not; but the 
man who wishes credit requires confidence. This, 
in the case of the individual, is all fair, because he 
frankly acknowledges, “I am not able to pay you 
now, but I expect to be able to pay you at such a 
time;” and your belief thathe will industriously 
exert himself to fulfil his engagement, that he is 
honest, and that Providence will smile upon his 
exertions, are the grounds upon which your confi- 
dence is awarded. But the unreasonable demand 
of the banks is, ihat you should have confidence, 
not only without any thing whereon to rest it, but 
in the face of your experience that it is misplaced. 
Let them show their ability, and they will com- 
mand confidence; but when their hollowness and 
natural incapacity is visible in their whole texture, 
they sue for it in vain. When I ask confidence 
that I can lift the feather which I hold in my hand, 
I command it also, for I show at the moment that E 
am able to perform; but were F to assert an ability 
t uproot a mountain, my dearest friend would 
sneer at my effort to practice on his credulity. Con- 
fidence, hike love, and hope, and joy, must be the 
spontaneous growth of the bosom it inhabits; it 
cannot be enforced. But I would ask the Senator 
from Virginia whether his Whig friends, who yield 
their support to his substitute, have confidence in 
ii? He knows well they have not. They use it 
but asa half-way house in their journey onwards 
to a National Bank, whither they will certainly ar- 
rive, if time is allowed them to recruit their strength 
at this hospitable stage. If itis doubted what opi- 
nions the Whigs entertain in relation to thig mea- 
sure, I will read an extract from a Whig påper in 
my own State: 

“We inquire next, are the local hanks safe depositories of the 
public money? It isnot pretended hy any body, but that the re- 
moval of the deposites, and placing them in the pet banks, 
which aflerwards refused to give them up, was what principally 
contributed to the fatal overthrow of our once happy and pros: 
perous financial system. Ic is easy to foresee, that while the 
General Government remains dependent on some scores of 
banking corporations, aubject only to the legislation of the 
respective States that creawd them, there can be no public 
security against their selfish frauda and faithless iinpositions, 
tempted ag they are hy that avarice which is at this moments, in 
one shape of another, sucking up the very lifes biood of thin 
Republic.” 

I proceed now, in the second place on this branch 
of the subject, to treat the question of ultimate 
safety. J made, at the extra session, a hasty con- 
cession, which farther reflection compels me to re- 
tract, to wit: that although the revenue would be 
more readily commanded by the Government in 
the hands of its own agents, yet each particular por- 
tion of it would be safer in the banks. My re- 
traxit is founded not only upon a consideration of 
the subject, but upon the light which experience 
has already furnished in favor of individual agency. 
A tabular statement, for which I am indebted to 
my friend from Connecticut, (Mr. NiLES,] seems to 
me sufficient to counterbalance all the theoretic 
conjectures which have -been made in opposition 
to it: 

Losses by the Government by depo- 

siting in banks, principal and inte- 

rest-—-1814—-1817 - - - $1,892,642 
Depreciation of bills received and paid 


out from 1814 to 1817 - - 6,000,600 
Bills of broken banks now on hand, 

interest thereon not computed - 178,470 
Bank of the United States withholding 

dividend and interest - - 233,422 
Due May ist, Treasury 

pnd pyblic officers  ¢ $31,212,058 


Reported for suit by Se- n 
cretary, under act of : 
October, 1816 - 4,331,796 

Average discount 6 per cent. on eigh- 
teen and a half millions of paper 
paid out by the banks of deposite on 


hand in May last - - = 1,100,000 
Average discount on ten millions yett 
be paid, say four per cent. - - 400,000 
Loss by individuals from 1814 to 1817, 
supposed equal to Government - 6,000,000 
Total, $14,814,534 


Thus it appears that not less than about fifteen 
millions of dollars have been lost by the banks, 
while the whole amount reported, from the founda- 
tion of the Government, to have been Jost by indi- 
vidual agents is about three millions of dollars. 
And it seems that this account is subject to a de- 
duction of about 669 per cent. leaving an actual 
balance of about one million of dollars. Re- 
cently banks have failed in the Eastern States 
by which gentlemen on the other side intimate that 
heavy losses have been sustained by the creditors, 
and will be sustained by the Government. 
Whether this is so or not, dangers are certainly 
thickening around the banks, and if the Govern- 
ment loses nothing by them, it will be because it 
will have litte or nothing in their castody. 

Mr. President, in the course of this debate, I am 
drawn into avery frank expression ofmy opinions of 
the tendency ofthe bauking system, Convictions pro- 
duced by deep reflection, and enforced by the high 
est sense of duty. But E should do injustice to my 
feelings did E fail to declare that, so far as I am ac- 
quainted with banking operations in my own State, 
they have been conducted with much integrity, and 
the evils, if any, ave the evils of the system, and 
not of its administrators. ‘The great propriety 
with which banking operations have been conduet- 
ed there, has rendered us too insensible to the evils 
of the system, and T doubt not that many sensible 
men wil leok upon these annnneiations of opinions 
on my part as coming from a heated imagination. 

Tn addition to readiness of command and uli- 
mate safety for the revenue, cheapness of admi- 
nistration, is an important consideration. Upon 
this point the people are justly sensitive. Economy 
is an important principle in a Republican Govern- 
ment, and ought to be secured so far as may be 
consistent with the safety of other principles, more 
important. The utino-t extent of increase of ex- 
pense by the adoption of the Independent Trea- 
sury is estimated at sixty thousand dollars. Now 
sixty thousand dollars considered separately, is a 
large sum; but when it is remembered that the pre- 
sent revenue expenses of the Government exceed 
two millions of dollars, the amount of sixty thou- 
sand dollars is scarcely a drop in the bucket. f 
have taken some pains to ascertain the amount of 
the revenne expenses, and have found an accurate 
ascertainment inipracueable; but fam very certain 
that two millions are under the amount, and that 
an ascertainment cannot be made without much 
tronble, which will not be two or three times the 
expense of the Independent Treasury variant from 
the true amount. But it will be said thatthe sub- 
stitute avoids even this expense. A remark by 
the way altogether inapplicable to the special de- 
posite system, a great favorite with some gentlemen, 
for that proposes to pay the banks for keeping the 
public money, and thereby incurring an expense 
which I will venture to say will far exceed the 
expense of the Independent Treasury. But the 
apparent exemption of the substitute plan from 
expense is altogether delusive. The stimulus it 
will apply to banking, will greatly increase both pub- 
lic aad private expense, lead to high tariff, and every 
other mode of increasing the public income, that 
the banks may have the keeping and use of it. An 
effort has been made to liken the Independent 
Treasury to the revenue system of France, and to 
show that system to have been exceedingly expen- 
sive. The number of revenue officers, it is said, 
amount to one hundred thousand. This I suppose 
is but conjecture, and I should he inclined to think 
an erroneous one. Mr. Goldsmith, a late writer 


on French statisties; presents the nation as divided 
into 86 departments, 362 azrondiseinents, and 39,381 
communes. In each department there is a receiver 
general, to each arrondisement a receiver, and ` 
each commune, a collector. ‘These officers added 
together, make -a total of 39,821; and I admit 
that to this, there is probably'a considerable addi- 
tion; how much I am unable, to say, but certainly 
I should conceive not such às to make the. whole 
equal to 100,000. The number-.at ‘best is large, 
but it carries with it this. high<recommendation, 
that upon this simple plan it -renders these officers 
very safe checks upon each other. It has been 
also stated, that the revenue” expenses of: France - 
amount to twenty-four cent. upon the whole income. 
Now, sir, it has never been my fortune to bask 
under the sunny sky of France, and at the same 
time in the smiles of this wicked Administration; 
but thank Providence Ihave access to books, and 
from them I learn that the revenue of France in 
1814, was about 450,000,000 francs, the ex- 
pense attending it to about 15,000,000, or less than 
four per cent. That in 1915, the revenue amount- 
ed to 743,830,200 franes; the expense to 16,334,246, 
or something over two per cent. This.is the more 
remarkable, as this year comprehended the hun- 
dred days, when the war expenses alone amounted 
to 328,993,134 frances. Tt is true, that in 1829, 
during that period of misrule, immediately pre- 
ceding the last revolution in that land of revolu- 
tions, the revenue amounted to 986,156,821 francs, 
and the expense to.128, 058,685, or between, twelve 
and thirteen per cent.; and taking the average of 
these three years, it brings the expense to 
about six or seven per- cent. very little va- 
rient from our our present expense; for it has 
been seen, that with a revenue of about thirty 
or thirty-five millions of dollars, our expenses 
are about two millions, or between six and seven 
percent. Besides, itis necessary to take into view 
two or three important: considerations. Most of 
these officers of the French revenue are collectors, 
and not keepers of the revenue; more than 39,000 
of those enumerated being of the former class. 
This is a class which, under no revenue system, 
can ever be dispensed with, and it is not proposed 
by the bill to increase their number. Another ob- 
servation is, that a large portion of the revenue of 
France is raised by direct taxation—confessedly 
the, most expensive mode. . And this brings to my 
recollection an appeal made. by the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Carrrennen] to the friends of the 
Administration, how they supposed the people 
would bear, in the event of resort to direct taxation, 
a demand of its payment in specie? In reply to 
that appeal, I have only to say that direct taxation 
always bas been, and I presume always will be, an 
odious mode of collecting revenue, whether in spe- 
cie or paper. That any thing may be rendered 
odious by coupling it with something odious. in it- 
self, That unless it be necessary no people bear 
taxation worse than the Anglo-Saxon race, and 
when necessary nu people pay it more cheerfully. 
That neither in paper uor specie would the Ameri- 
ean people yield quietly to have money demanded 
of them in person by a tax-gatherer, in behalf of 
this Government, unless the necessities of the Go- 
veroment compelled a resort to that course; but 
whenever they do, the people will pay with readi- 
ness, and that in whatsoever the wisdom of the 
National Legislature shall pronounce expedient. 
A third observation which I make is, that, surround- 
ed as France is, or nearly so, by other nations, 
with whom there is direct land communication, it 
is of course necessary for her to keep up a strong - 
and expensive body of men engaged in what is 
called the preventive service. The- wonder ‘then 
is that the revenue expenses of France should be so 
inconsiderable, and it furnishes another proof of 
the genius of that wonderful man to whom is ac- 
corded, by common consent; the superiority in 
genius of the present, if not of every age, who 
perfected a system which works so admirably even 
in the hands of a far less talented. controller. In 
addition to all this, I am informed, from. high. au- 
thority, that’ the Frenth Government deputed 
a commissioner to England to imvestigate, the 
subject, and the result of his examination’ 
decided opinion that economy would nat be 
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ted by changing the French system for that of the . 


English. : 
While upon this part of the subject, I will 
add that the banks after all’ impose: upon. the 


people of this country the most onerous tax 


they pay. A slight examination of the terms upon 
which the banks. supply us with currency will be 
full of instruction. Before we enter ‘upon this in- 
vestigation, it must be received asa proposition in 
political economy, fully susceptible of demonstra- 
tion, that he whe tills thé earth; or digs the metal 
out of it, furnishes the basis of all values, and in 
whatever state or wherever values or property are 
ultimately found, to one of these sources we must 
look as the original means of its possession. In 
whose hand soever real money is found it was ori- 
ginally levied: upon the labor of the miner or the 
agriculturist,, or upon what are called the produc- 
tive classes. I will now proceed to take for exam- 
ple the State of North Carolina, and will suppose 
that six millions of dollars of circulating medium 
are necessary for her purposes, and, in order to test 
the matter fairly, will suppose farther that she has 
not within her borders one dollar of circulating me- 
dium. . Now, according to the modern ideas upon 
this subject, there are two modes in which the ne- 
cessary supply may be obtained, supposing her to 
have the’ necessary quantity of surplus produce. 
The one is by the incorporation of a bank and 
making use ofa paper medium. . The other is by 
converting her produce into specie ina foreign mar- 
ket, and bringing that specie home. Let us try the 
first process, and suppose a bank to be chartered with 
` a capital stock of two millions of dollars: of this we 
will suppose abont 10 per cent. to be paid in specie 
into the bank, that is to say, $200,000, before the 
bank is allowed to gointo operation. Thatamount 
is obtained by loan from abroad, or in some other 
way, by.the individual stockholders; but it is fairly 
paid in, and the bank is now ready to commence 
operations. The different farmers of the country 
bring together at a given time, two millions’ worth 
of produce at the different market towns of the 
State, and offer it to the merchants forsale. The 
merchants say to them, “you are well aware, gen- 
tlemen, that there is nota dollar of money in the 
whole State of North Carolina, except what is in 
the vaults of the bank, and, of course, we have 
none with which we can pay you for your produce. 
But ifyou consent to consider us the purchasers of 
your produce, and will twake payment for it 
in bank notes, the matter can be arranged; 
for we can sell our bills, drawn upon the 
faith of this produce, to the banks, for which they 
will pay us out their notes.” The arrangement 
is made, and the banks accordingly throw into cir- 
culation two millions of dollars in their notes. For 
these they have received the representatives of so 
mnch specie, and which they consider as a specie 
fund, and are thereby placed in a situation to issue 
four millions more in their netes upon the discount 
of promissary notes, (for three paper dollars in cir- 
culation. for one dollar in specie, or specie funds in 
their possession, is not beyond the limits of the 
most prudent banking) and thus the whole six mil- 
lions of circulation is furnished by the bank. Bat 
who has furnished the real capital upon. which this 
whole process is bottomed? Why the farmers, 
surely, who have supplied the produce, and not the 
manufacturers of paper, who charge the commu- 
nity as if they had furnished the substance, and 
not the shadow only. for itis very certain, that 
in one way and another, they levy upon the com- 
munity, at the very lowest, at the rate of six per 
centum per annum for the amount of paper so 
furnished by them. This, it will be at once seen, 
amounts to three hundred and sixty thousand dol- 
lars per annum: Now this, as I have already said, 
comes out of the productive classes, who, let who 
will dance, ultimately and invariably pay the piper. 


It will'thus be seen upon the United States at jarge, - 


where about one hundred millions of this paper 
currency is furnished; six millions of dollars at 
least is levied, Let us now try the other proce) 
and suppose the credit given by the farmer to the 
merchant, who only awaits the return of the pro- 
ceeds of his cargo, which we may calculate, on > 
average, at six months, and we have the interest of 
two millions of dollars for that period, amounting 
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to sixty thousand dollars; and by repeating the - 
process thrice, so as to command an.equal amount | 


of circulating medium, you have one hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars, half the expense, and a 
currency. of real substantial and abiding value. So 
much for the comparative cheapness of .the Inde- 


pendent Treasury and fiscal agency of: banks. 


Bat the highest claim, ‘after all, which the origi- 
nal bill has over the substitute, is, that the one is in 


strict conformity with the letter and spirit of the | 


Constitution, while the other violates both. The 
first clause of the eighth section of the first article 
of the Constitution declares: “The Congress shall 
have power tu lay and collect taxes, duties, im- 
posts, and excises.” For what purpose? “ To pay 


` the debts, and provide for the common defence and 


: the power of chartering one. 


general welfare, of the United States,” etc. But 


some time must, of course, intervene between the 


said collection and the application of the money to 
the purposes for’which it was so raised; and the 
question is, what is to become of it in the mean 
time? The Constitution informs us, in the sixth 
clause of the ninth section: “ No money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law,” etc In the Trea- 
sury, then, the money must be placed when raised. 
True, the Constitution does not so directly declare, 
bat it says it shall not be drawn thence; and 
surely, the interdiction against its withdrawal dis- 
tinctly implies that it must be there placed’. And 
can any one, I ask, imagine that the Treasury in 
contemplation was a bank? If such a thing was 


to contemplation, it was easy to have so declared; 


but it was not so declared. It is not said money 
shall not be drawn out of the United States Bank, 
or the deposite bank, but ont of the Treasury; and 
we learn by the debates in convention thatthe fra- 
mers of the Constitution were not ignorant of 
hanks, but purposely declined granting to Congress 
But the word Trea- 
sury had a plain and significant meaning, under- 
stood by every one as a place where individuals or 
communities. kept their treasure, and in that plain, 
popular sense was used. 


Butaliow, for the sake of the argument, that the Go- | 


vernment might, in the general meaning of the word 
Treasury, elect to make a bank such Treasury, yet 
surely, ander the clause I have just read, it could 
not make such bank the Treasury by a general 
deposite; for, whether the Treasurer be the cashier 
ofa bank, or whatever complication of character 
may belong to him, he cannot withdraw money 
from the Treasury but in consequence of appro- 
priations made by law. Will it be said that a 
general authority granted by Congress to the cashier 
to withdraw and replace money in the Treasury, is 
an appropriation made by law?» Does not such an 
interpretation reduce, the provision to an empty 
sound, and repeal it as to all substantial operation? 
But it may be said that the specific authority to 
lend out the money is an appropriation made by 
law. From whence does Congress derive. the 
authority to make such an appropriation? The 
purposes for which Congress is authorized to col- 
leet revenue, are expressly set forth in the first 
clause of the eighth section of the first article: ‘to 
pay the debts, and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States.” To 
lend money is not one of them. It will be said 
that, having the money, we have a right to lend it. 
This right is exceedingly doubtful; but grant it to 
exist, the substitute not only proposés to lend the 
money which you now have, but all that you shall 
hereafter raise, and places the same, ere yet it is 
raised, in the very process of getting to you, in the 
hands of banks to be lent ont. ; 
There is yet another part of the Constitu- 
tion standing directly in the way of the 
proposed substitute, to wit: the latter part of 
the first clause of the eighth section of the 
first article: “But duties, imposts, and excises, 
shall be uniform throughout the United’ States.” 
Now, is not the effect of the substitute entirely to 
destroy this provision? Grant that there is a uni- 
formity in the original levy and collection, is not 
the effect of uniformity entirely done away if the 
revenue is immediately distributed by way of loan, 
in unequal proportions, among the different States 
of the Union. Suppose, for instance, ten gentle- 


| least, have a most decided advantage. 


Senate. 

men were to go to a boarding, house ‘in. this city, 
and say to the landlord. or landlady,.as the case 
might be, “We all desire to have.equal fare, and to 


‘be charged at the same rate.” - “Certainly,” is the 


reply; “you shall all have. the sanie.fare and be | 


| charged at the same rate;”- and: the bargain is. ac- 


cordingly closed. It turns out, however, in- the 
event, that the landlord has stipulated with one. of 
the guests to.lend him out of the ten dollars agreed 
to be paid weekly, seven dollars; to another five; 
to another three, and to another one, without inte- 
rest, and this for the whole time they remain 
boarders at his house; that is to say, to make 
the. same return: weekly for which they would 
give their notes, which the landlord stipulates 
with them shall be treated by him as so much gold 
and silver. . Will any one pretend the parties had 
been treated with the stipulated impartiality? Clear- 
ly not, and so ina much more absolute sense is 
this stipulation of equality in the Constitution vio- 
lated by the operation of the deposite system. 

Again itis declared in the 5th clause of the 9th 
section of the Ist article that ‘no preference shall 
be given by any regulation of commerce or re- 
venue to the ports of one State over those of ano- 
ther.” And can any one doubt that the revenue 
reguiations of the General Government hitherto 


“acted upon, and those. proposed to be adopted by 


the substitute of the Senator from Virginia has, and 
will have, the effect of giving decided advantages to 
the ports of one State over those of another? Have 
they not and will they not, paralyze the commerce 
of the Southern States, and give more'vigor to that 
of a favored few at the North? ‘To any one who 
does not see this, itis useless to address argument. 

Our whole system of Government is based upon 
principles of equality, and these principles have al- 
ways been more or less violated in its administra- 
tion. But the substitute proposes a violation even 
greater than has yet been practised. Even the 
United States Bank might locate a branch in any 
State desiring it; and under the deposite law of 
1836, the Secretary of the Treasury was not re- 
stricted to any State for the choice of banks, nor 
to any given number of banks in any one State. 
But we, have, by the provisions of the substitute, 
the system: of equality completely.subverted, and 
the power of the large States- magnified, and that 
of the small ones diminished. In the first-place, 
the banks.are limited to twenty-five, sẹ that. one 
State of the Union must of necessity be excluded 
from any participation in’ the. real or imaginary 
benefits of this arrangement, and only twenty-five 
banks out of the hundreds in the Union are al- 
lowed to share it. -This will be a pet bank sys- 
tem with a vengeance. And what is worse) the 
Selection of these banks is to be committed in part to 
Congress, where the large States, in one. branch at 
‘Traly is 
the principle of equality altogether overlooked in 
this measure. But’ there is-another clause of the 
Constitution standing in the way of the adoption of 
the. substitute, (for it rans counter to a whole 
phalanx of constitutional provisions,) and that is a 
portion of the 2d clause 2d section of the 2d. article; 
“he, [the President,] shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and -consent ‘of the Senate, shall 
appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers and 
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, ana 
all other officers of the United. States,” &c. 
Now, waiving the question raised by my eol- 


„league, whether corporations are competent to be 


chosen officers of the Government, (and I do not 
say that the objection is not a valid one,) it seems 
to me evident, from thisclause of the Constitution, 
that whether the officer be an individual or corpo- 
ration, he can only be appointed by the President, by 


‘and with the consent of the Senate, or by the Pre- 


sident alone, or the heads of Departments, if they 
shall be vested by law with that power. And yet the 
substitute proposes that banks shall be selected as 
fiscal'agents of the Government by Congress, con- 
trary to the letter of the Constitution, and its mani- 
fest policy. é 

Whether receiving paper in payment of the pub- 
lic dues, be a direct violation of the Constitution 
as insisted by the Senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Cauoun,] or not, it ought, at any rate, to íe- 
ceive no sanction from Congress; because, in the 
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the history of mankind, has ‘existed’ in-its native 


first place, if not actually prohibited by the Consti- || ment from that proposed by the Constitution. In 


tution, it is evident it would have been done 
had its framers foreseen that an attempt would 
be made to establish it as the regular medium of 
receipt for the public dues. We find whole masses 
of the Constitution directed by them against ‘the 
paper system, and we well know that it wasa thing 
of which bitter experience had made them heartily 
sick; that they were, in the memorable language of 
a gentleman on the other side, hard money men. 
In the second place, no prudent person ought to 
receive what he cannot with propriety pay out; and 
it was well urged hy the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Wessrer] on another occasion, that the 
Government ought only to pay, or even offer to 
pay, its creditors in a sound, uniform medium, so 
that the actual amount paid to each creditor 
should be equal to the nominal amount due him. 
In this I heartily concur; and therefore think the 
commanding the receipt by revenue officers in pay- 
ment of public dues of what cannot be considered 
as such amedium, highly improper. Money is the 
only medium in which the Jaw should authorize or 
compel the receipt of debts, and especially public 
debts; and it is an abuse of terms. to call bank notes 
money, They want the main characteristic of 
money, and have, by looseness of conversation as 
well as of ideas, assumed the name of that for 
which they only stood as a substitute. From Eng- 
land, from whom we have borrowed the paper 
system, Weahave also borrowed this vice of ex- 
pression, which confounds things essentially dif- 
ferent. Bank notes are no more money than the 
note of an individual is money. It is of the 
nature of money, when paid to discharge altoge- 
ther the previously existing debt, and to vest without 
more the property purchased in one person, and the 
money paid foritin another. Butthe payment of a 
bank note merely changes the debtor, and substi- 
tutes the bank as a debtor to the holder of its note, 
in lieu of him trom whom he received it, Itis still 
but what the lawyers call a chose in action. In 
ancient times, money consisted of catie or other 
articles which bad an intrinsic value, and the trans- 
actions were rather barters than sales, in the mo- 
dern meaning of that term. In later times, gold 
and silver were found to poosess al) the requisites 
of a common standard of value in a higher degree 
than any thing cise. hey combined intriusic 
value in a small compass with indestructibility and 
almost indefinite divisibility, and they have been 
adopted, by the common consent of all mankind, 
as the only general money of the world. When 
they are transferred, the debt before existing is ex- 
tinguished, and no new one is created. They are 
the arbiter and finisher of all transactions. But it 
is insisted by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] that the Government makes money of what- 
ever it receives as such. I agree that the Govern- 
ment does, by aflixing its stamp of approbation, 
cause to pass as money what is notso in truth. 
And does not this consideration of itself, so far from 
furnishing a reason why Guvernment should fix 
its stamp upon bank notes, operate directly the 
other way? In declaring that to be money which 
is not money, Government gives currency to a 
falsehood, and unsettles the sound foundations of 
public opinion; and no man can see the conse- 
quences to which a falsehood may lead, which he 
has once labelled as truth. The notes of a bank 
are no more money than the notes of individuals; 
and the Government can, by its action, make one 
pass as money as wellasthe other. And why 
should they not? Why should favored associations 
be taken under the fostering care of the Govern- 
ment, and individuals, whuse worth and ability 
may be more distinctly known, discarded from it? 
Is this in keeping with the great principles of 
equality upon which our institutions are based? If 
assistance to the poor, in whose behalf the Senator 
from Massachusetts who last addressed you [Mr. 
Davis] spoke so pathetically, were a legitimate ob- 
ject of the action of this Government, it would cer- 
tainly be much better accomplished by iis endors- 
ing the notes of the poor and needy, but worthy 
and struggling, citizen, than those of these wealthy 
corporations. 

But the system proposed by the substitute is a 
radical change in the whole action of our Govern- 


f 
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the first place, it legislates into perpetual existence 
a currency unknown to the Constitution, and 
against which many of its provisions are directed. 
In the next, it introduces into the texture of the Go- 
vernment a fourth estate, never designed by its fra- 
mers to enter into it. It in effect declares that our 
ignorant forefathers knew nothing of the dire cor- 
ruption which pervades the human heart, or had 
overlooked the only means of providing against it. 
That they did not see the beauties of that bank ma- 
chinery by which the public treasure might be se- 
cured against the fingers of the pilferer, and ne- 
glected to provide it. And it isnow proposed by 
their more sagacions sons to supply by legislation 
this dangerous omission. If all this is true, shall 


we suffer that sacred instrument to be thus inter- | 


polated without a regular process of amendment— 
that the legislature shall thus alter what was 
framed for the express. purpose of circumscribing 
its own action? Sarely not. But it is not true 
that the framers of the Constitution were ignorant 
of this bank agency, but it seems had it distinctly 
before them, and deliberately repudiated it. 

But, notwithstanding all this, the Opposition calls 
the Independent ‘Treasury a novelty--an experi- 
ment. That is to say, that the only plan known 
tor the first 5,000 years of the existence of the 
world, is a novelty, although it has been, with very 
few exceptions, continued ever since; while that 
which was never heard of until about seven hun- 
dred years ago, and did not receive any thing like 
the form in which it is now urged until a little more 
than one hundred years since, is a perfect antiqui- 
ty, and stands protected by hoary experience. ‘The 
first bank which we hear of in the history of the 
world was that of Venice, established in 1157, A. D.; 
the next was that of Genoa, in 1345, near two hun- 
dred years after; the next was that of Amsterdam, 
in 1609; and then that of Hamburg, in 1619. The 
famous Bank of England had no existence until 
1694, and about twenty years afterwards was fol- 
lowed by the Bank of France, to wit: in 1716. 
‘Bhese places have all been conspicuous upon the 
theatre of the werld, but not least for their wars 
and robberies. Commerce has enriched them, but 
it has been a commerce conducted in fraud and en- 
forced in blood. 1 will not go back to Venice and 
Genoa, but take England, and the groans of op- 
pressed India speak for her. The rivers of blood 
which have deluged that unhappy land, ery out for 
vengeance upon her fast of gold. Plunder by 
force or stratagem is the real sustenance of those 
nations, who subsist only on commerce. The first 
bank in France was a part of Mr. Law’s famous 
babble, for the payment of the national debt, and 
a very similar origin is found for that of England. 
From their unlucky explosions, the alchemists 
learnt lessons by whieh they profited in future ex- 
periments. But no bank became the fiscal agent 
of the Government, until the Bank of England 
became so in the reign of Queen Anne, whose 
expensive wars on the continent had involved the 
Government in pecuniary difficulty, and compelled 
her to apply to the bank for assistance. In con- 
sideration of that assistance, the bank was secured 
in a monopoly with a doubled capital. The equivo- 
lent she paid was an advance to the Government 
of £400,000 in cash, the cancelling of excheauer 
bills to the amount of £1,775,027, and throwing 
into circulation €2,500,000 more of the exchequer 
bilis. And thus the bank for relieving the necessi- 
ties of the Government, had secured to it a larger 
privilege of plundering the citizens—of covertly tax- 
ing them toreimburse herself. Upon thesame princi- 
ple it was that our U. S. Banks of 1791 and 1816 
came into existence. Government necessities were 
great,and bonus, loans, and other accommodations to 
the Government obtained for the banks the authority 
to make these disguised exactions from the people. 
Yet gentlemen say that banking is not profitable, 
and refer to the small dividends of the United States 
Bank. They leave out of the calculation the 
amcunts paid to Government for their monopoly, 
the losses by frauds and mismanagement up to 
1319, and the contingent fund for promoting the 
spread of bank principles. These are the institu- 
tions which claim the merit of antiquity, and look 
down upon that as a novelty, which, beginning with 
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simplicity to this day. +`- T ; E 
Again, it is argued thatthe collection. and 
disbursement of the revenue, in: gold and ‘silver 


„are altogether impracticable, without creating 


great . public distress through the” scarcity. of 
those articles. And ‘herë Y will frankly’ confess, 
that when I first began to‘ consider this subject, T 
was apprehensive that the adoplion’of the lidepen~ 
dent Treasury system would materially affect’ the 
price of property, reducing it to a distressingly low. 
value; and that has been, in my viéw, the only un- 
favorable circumstance connected with it. But longer 
observation and deeper reflection has dissipated that. 
fear, and I now feel confident that. the depression 
in the value of property, produced by the present 
reaction, is far greater than that which would be 
more permanently produced by any probable check 


Senate: i s 


given to the paper system by this-or any other mea- ` 


sure within the reach of Congress, or, indeed, by 
the total suppression of bank paper. I will call 
your attention to a report furnished by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury at the present session, show- 
ing the balances in the Treasury at the end of each 
year, by which itis, in my judgment, manifest that 
five millions of dollars are enough for the Treasury 
circulation; and with the reduction in the revenue, 
which I hope to see take place, three millions will 
be amply sufficient. Mr. Gallatin computed the 
precious metals in the world (in ‘1819 1 think ‘it 


was) at between four and five thousand millions; , 


and after all allowances each way, supposed the 


annual increase to be equal to about one per cent.;, 


which, by this time, would bring it up to between 
five and six thousand millions. Of this about 
two thousand five hundred millions exists in coin. 
But our calculations are not to be circumscribed 
within the two thousand five hundred millions, the 
whole amount of the five or six thousand millions 
belonging to the great family of nations, for 
that purpose for which the God of natare seems 
especially to have provided them; and when- 
ever the coin is found deficient, the bullion 
existing in other forms will, by an irresistible 
law, come as offerings to the altar of public conve- 
nience, whether itis found in the embellishments 
of modern life, or the curious vases dug from the 


ruins of antiquity. ‘The circulating medium of the ` 


world may be compared to a vast ocean, of which’ 
the peculiar portion of each nation is connected with 
it, likea bay or arm of the sea. . Each is affected 
by its tides; receives of its fullness at its flood, 
and must pour back into it at its ebb. From this 
ocean all that we would want for the purposes 
of our Treasury, would be but as a bueket-fall 
from the waters of the Potomac. 

It is next urged against the Independent Trea- 
sury that it is in facta Government bank. “If 
this were so, it were a grievous fault,” and many 
of its present friends, could they be so persuaded, 
would at once abandon it. But assertion is not 
proof, and after all the ingenious efforts of the Op- 
position to make good this charge, they have, as I 
think, signally. failed. The most plausible ofall the 


untenable arguments to which they have resorted ` 


to support this charge is, that the bill authorizes 
a transfer, by draft, if necessary, of the funds 
of the Government from one part of the coun- 
try to another ; and this they say constitutes a bank. 


If this be so, then almost every man in the country . 


is not only a banker, but a bank. For who is 


there who may not, by bill of exchange, ‘transfer . 
money which he may have in one part. of the. 
country where he does not want it, fo another” 


where he docs. Bat this objection of a Govern- 
ment bank comes with peculiarly ill grace from 
the Opposition ; for however we may beat-around 
the subject, the sting of a Government bank Hes at 
last in its power to furnish a circulating medium 
to make loans and pay dividends...These are the 
alvers by which public opinion isto be moved, 


end all these the substitute in effect. proposes to, 


give to a system of institutions connected with the _ 


Government, while, whatever. may be said to the. 


contrary, the Independent ‘Treasury wants. themi 


‘all, and no human ingenuity can lay its finge* on, 


the clause of the bill in which either of them li 


If gentlemen choose te suspect covert purpose 


appearing on the face of the bill, there is no rea- 
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soning with suspicion. In this. respect it resembles 
confidence : a man confides, because he will con- 
fide ; and he suspects, because‘he will suspect. . 
Itis further objected to the Independent Treasury 
that it increases Executive patronage. We have 
heard a great deal of humbugs upon this floor ; 
but of all the humbugs which have ever come 
under my observation, this is. the merest. 
Already. the- offices holden at the ‘will of the 


Executive exceed teri thousand, and our fears:are - 


suddenly appealed to upon the addition of twenty. 
Public liberty is perfectly: safe with a corps of ten 
thousand office holders, but ten theusand and twen- 
ty threaten its immediate annihilation. Sir, Isay 
again, as I have said before, that, under dur institu- 
tions, an open and acknowledged patronage is a 
principle of weakness, rather than of power, to him 
who wields it.. I feel it in my own humble sphere. 
My situation here entitles my opinions to some lit- 
tle respect in the appointment of officers in. my own 
State, and I am, of course, occasionally applied to 
on that ground by those who desire them. Tn the 
discharge of my legislative duties, my constituents 
and J understand each other perfectly; they know 
what course I am likely to take upon any great 
measure, and there is no disappointment. Butin the 
exercise of the little influence f possessin the distri- 


bution of offices itis different. For one whom! have. 


it in my power to gratify, 1am forced to disap- 
pointten; and I am more fortunate- than I expect to 
be if those whom I cannot oblige do not impute my not 
doing so,some to ingratitude,some to.a want of adue 
sense of their merits, some toa wish to accomplish ob- 
jectsof my own,and others to a want of that influence 
which amore able man in my place would command. 
In either view I have made a bad bargain, and have 
lost much more than I have gained. Such, ina much 
larger sphere, is the situation of the President. But 
ihat isnot all; his appointments, when made, do 
not always add strength to his administration. So 
far as my experience goes, the mass of applicants 
for office are from the ranks of the Opposition; and 
their feelings of opposition, though temporarily 
smothered, are seldom appeased, but are certain to 
show themselves on the first occasion of trial; and 
the instances are fár more numerous of those who 
received office while professing attachment to the 
Administration, afterwards becoming its opponents, 
ihan of opposition being won over by appointment 
to attachment and advocacy. But what is trye of 
open and undisguised patronage, is not true of that 
secret and complicated influence which may be 
exercised through the banks, whenever the objects 
of the Administration and of the banks become 
identified. Agents of this influence start up, like 
Bhoderiek Dhu’s men, from behind every. bush, 
and their appeals can be addressed im the most sub- 
tle, and yet, in appearance, most innocent forms. 
Take a single instance. A member of this, or one 
of the State Legislatures, is debtor to a bank, 
and a measure of great importance is pend- 
ing before the legislative body—those most con- 
versant in bank affairs choose to suppose that 
it will in some way materially affect bank- 
ing interests, and the general conversation upon 
the snbject” inculcates that belief. A bank of- 
ficer has occasion to write to this member merely 
to inform him that on sach a day his note will be 
due; but, as he has his pen in his hand, he: adds : 
“The measure now under consideration in your 
body, if it becomes a law, will, it is thought, create 
a necessity for the banks lo curtail their issues, 
and the debtors will, of course, be required to pay 
up their notes in full” Now, there is nothing 
wrong in all this; but what is the effect upon the 
recipient of the letter? A perfectly natural one. 
His thoughts take a new direction. Lt is tue,” 
he says to himself, “I had intended to have voted 
for this measure, and supposed it a beneficial one ; 
but in that I may be mistaken ; and if it is te affect 
the banks as stated in this letter, the consequences 
to myself are appalling. Iam not able to pay up 
this note, without the sacrifice of all that I possess. 
My wife will be reduced to beggary, and the pros- 
pects of my little ones forever blighted. The ha- 
zard is too great: I cannot encounter it? So 
would reason, under these circumstances, a man 
who had not the integrity of Aristides, with the 
firmness of Socrates. Sir, we all feel this bank 


‘of Congress, insisted that it was. 
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influence pervading the very atmosphere we 


breathe. The filaments of its attraction insinuate. 
themselves every where, into the most secret and - 


retired places ; and every man feels himself drawn 


.on this side, and upon that, by some subile power 


of which he is scarcely conscious, 

I now proceed to the consideration of the subject 
as connected with commerce and’ political econo- 
my. Iam nectinduced to take this view from any 


belief of my own, that-it is pertinent to the present 
investigation; but -our ‘friends. on the other side 
“have oburaded it upon us, and by pressing it them- 


selves in debate, have made it necessary for us to 
meet them upon that ground. I insist, as I did at 


the extra session, that the President was right in. 


his opinion of the obligations of this Government, 
in relation to the currency. - I deny that the Go- 
vernment is bound to furnish or regulate any other 


‘currency than that of gold’and silver, nay, I deny 


its right todo so. — Sir, the word ewrrency isnot in 
the whole Constitution, although a late fellow-travel- 
ler of high respectability, who had been recently 
reading the speech of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Wenster,] delivered at the last session 
I ventured mo- 
destly to-put in my dissent to this opinion of my 
fellow-traveller, but to no effect; and as the argu- 
ment grew warmer, he finally brought the weighty 
authority of the Senator from Massachusetts to 
bear upon me, and declared that that gentleman 
was unrivalled in his knowledge of constitutional 
law, and that any man who would read his 
speech must be satisfied that it was there. I was 
forced to admit, as- I do now, that any man who 
was not himself acquainted with the Constitution, 
and would read the speech of the Senator, would 
come tothe conclusion that the word currency was 
in the Constitution; and yet I admit that the hono- 
rable Senator from Massachusetts did not say that 
the word currency was there. He derives the au- 
thority of Congress over the currency, and the obli- 
gation to regulate it, from the third clause of. the 
eighth section of the first article, which declares 
that Congress shall have power “to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and among the several 
States,” &c. and this, he says, coupled with the 
seventeenth clause of the same section and. article, 
gives to Congress the power to create and regulate 
the means of commerce. I did understand the 
Senator, at the last session, to insist that the words 
regulate and create ofien meant the same thing; 
and, if my memory serves me, he offered some ex- 
amples to prove it. But, sir, if the meanings of 
words are to be thus confounded, it seems to me 
that language loses all its utility, and words cease 
to be as they were designed—the vehicles of ideas. 
“God created the heavens and the earth,” and 
his right to regulate them, grows out of his 
creative power. But yet the two rights or 
powers are altogether distinct. One of them he has 
transferred, to some extent, to man, and given him 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowls of the air, and over every living thing thatcreep- 
eth upon the earth.” Buthis creative power is un- 
communicated, and perhaps incommunicable. But 
relieving the Senator from any verbal criticisms, 
and even granting him his premises, namely, that 
Congress, under the Constitution, has power to re- 
galate commerce, and, under the seventeenth clause 
of the eighth section of the first. article, to furnish 
such medium of commerce as may be necessary for 
its regulation, his conclusion will not follow; ‘for the 
necessity does not exist, upon which his superstruc- 
ture rests; and, of. course, that supertracture 
must fall to the ground. The best medium on earth 
for commerce is already provided, and there is no 
necessity for another. But if this matter could be 
reduced to a mere question of commercial expe- 
diency, I deny that Congress ought to connect her 
fiscal affairs with the local banks. Who applies 
the scourge to the flying courser? Andsuch would 


lus of her deposites, and receipt- -of bank. paper, 
with the local institutions. But I know it will be 
said she is invited to apply the rein, and not the 
scourge... Sir, this is a ruinous fallacy. It is, in fact, 
an invitation to place both the scourge and therein 


“in irresponsible hands, and with the power to gse 
‘them with the wildest discretion, or, rather, without 


- to. the whole country... The Indepen 


| according to the demand for bullion, 


be the effect of Government continuing the stimu- 


any discretion at all. And a Sedurge,it would prove 
dent. Treasury 
ithdraw the 


system proposes nothing more} 
stimulus which the Government. has 
given to a system she has neither the. 


: power to control, and leave it tg thea Aion of those 
| Jaws.to. which itis properly subject; laws founded 
on the eternal principles of truth and nature, and 


by which it will certainly, in the end, be-properly 


‘guided. But the soundest principles. of Govern~ 


ment are at war with any connection with the 
paper system. Fluctuation is one. of the most pro- 


: minent characteristics of that system; in proof, of 


which, if any is required, I will read an. extract 
from the last April number of the Edinburgh Re- 
view, pages 33 and 34: 


“There might, indeed, and-most probably. would be, com- 
mercial revulsions, anda fall of the exchange, even. though the 
currency were wholly metallic, or fluctuated exactly as a-me- 
tallic currency. would do; but there is not the slightest reason 
for supposing that they would be either half so frequent or 
severe, as under the existing system. A mixed currency, or a 
currency of coin and paper, supplied like that of England, ia 
exposed to fluctuations In its amount, and capacity of-transact- 
ing business, ten times greater than any that could attach to a 
purely metallic currency, orto a mixed currency fluctuating 

If the currency consiste 
wholly of gold, of if no: additional supplies of._papé& could be 
obtained except upon the deposite of an equivalent amount of 
gold, no general rise of prices could take place, except. when 
there was an influx of the precious metals; -and these, as every 


| one. knows, cannot be accumulated:in any one country to a 
. much more considerable degree than in others. But when indi- 


viduals or associations are allowed to issue notes, or paper fitted 
to serve all the purposes of money, not upon'a deposite of bul- 
lion, but merely upon their receiving a promise to repay it with 
interest at some future period, a new and most power! ul element 
of variation is brought into the field.” - 


Mr. Locke, one of the most profound writers in 
the English language, has said: “It is the ‘interest 
of every country that the standard of its money, 
once settled, should inviolably and immutably be 
kept to perpetuity; for whenever that is altered, 
from what pretence soever, the public will lose by 
it. Men, in their bargains, contract. not for deno- 
minations or sounds, but for intrinsic value.” I 
know that Mr. Locke is here speaking of an altera- 
tion by the arbitrary action of the Govern- 
ment. But the consequences of alteration will 
follow as certainly, by whatever power it may 
be brought about. But if the Government adopts the 
paper system, the principle of fluctuation will be in- 


corporated in the money of the countiy by the Govern~ 


ment itself,-and the alteration of its standard will 
be the ‘act of the Government. One of the most 
serious evils of this fluctuation is the sudden 
change it produces in - the condition of men. The 
paper system, in addition to its. tendency to 
fluctuation, increases this latter evil also by the en~ 
couragement it gives to speculation, and by the 
joint operation of these two causes men are con- 
tinually rising suddenly from poverty. to: wealth, 
and sinking from wealth to poverty. Mutability is 
one of the worst features in human destiny, and is 
always reckoned among the chief ills of Jife. Men 
become accustomed to any state or condition, and 
fitted to avail themselves of its enjoyments, what- 
ever they may be, and to bear the’ ills attendant 
upon it. A gradual improvement of a man’s con- 
dition is healthful both to the soul and body, and a 
gradual deterioration may. be borne ‘with philo- 
sophical composure, and without any very percep- 
tible loss of comfort. . But any sudden revulsion 
either way is attended always with many painful 
incidents. Even where the change, humanly 
speaking, is for the better, it is seldom attended 
with real happiness. The heir of poverty, who is 
suddenly advanced in fortune, has rarely any of 
hose qualifications which fil him for its enjoyment. 
He-is removed. from the circles and associations 


‘which were wont to engage his affections, and 


thrown into others with which his heart knows no 
sympathy. But who can paint the misery of him 
who, reared to better hopes, has lived-under sunny 
skies and amid bright prospects, and suddenly 
finds himself overwhelmed with pecuniary ruin? 
Time will not allow us to follow out this fruitful 
and affecting theme. i so 

But another great evil of the paper. system is, 
that it causes the producers of the- country to sell at 
specie prices, and: buy at: paper prices, or in other 
words te buy at prices, regulated by an inflated cur. 
rency, and sell at those which are regulated by a 
stable currency. Gentlemen: affect: not to see the 
force of this argument, and ask whether the planters 
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do sell their produce in one country, and buy their 
articles of consumption in another? I answer yes. 
The price of every article produced in this country, 
and which usually goes toa foreign market, is here 
regulated by the price in the foreign market, The 
paper currency of a country does not form apor- 
tion of that great ocean to which I had reference 
in a former part of my remarks; but is, as it were, 
an isolated lake which has no outlet by which it 
may mingle itself with those yast waters. You may 
pour into it until it will overflow and inundate the 
country in which it is situate, and thus involve it 
in ruin; but it leaves the great ocean without un- 
affected by its swell. It raises prices at home 
but affects them notin other markets. However 
abundant, therefore,.money so called may be at 
home, the exporter can afford to give the farmer no 
more than the price in the foreign market will war- 
rant, leaving him his reasonable expenses and profit 
besides. But it is not so with the articles he im- 
ports; when he gets them here they at once feel the 
influence of the swollen circulation, and bring 
correspondent prices, and at those prices the con- 
sumer must purchase. But it will be said that 
England, the principal country with whom we 
trade, isa paper country, and therefore we lose 
nothing by our paper system in our intercourse 
with her. Sir, a man loses all by any circum- 
stance, that, but for that circumstance, he would 
have made. Although England is a paper coun- 
try, yet, if we were exclusively a metallic country, 
we should make more by our intercourse wiih her. 
And why should we, because she chooses to maim 
herself by her paper system, follow her example? 
The whole business of life is a struggle between na- 
tions and individuals for their respective por- 
tions of the goods of fortune; and why should 
any wise man, who is embarking in any strife, dis- 
able himself because his adversary has had the 
folly todo so. Lam certain, sir, that to do justice 
to this argument it should be more elaborate, but I 
must leave it with the few hints I have thrown out, 
which I trust will be understood by any intelligent 
mind. And yet the paper system is applauded to 
the skies, as the wing upon which England has 
soared to her present prosperous height. Sir, Eng- 
land has thriven in spite of her paper system, and 
not by reason of if; and the same answer applies 
to the panegyrics which has been poured forth upon 
the wonders attributed to the banks in this country. 
They have, it is said, caused the wilderness to 
blossom, built ap (owns in the desert, opened our 
lands, constructed our railroads, and caused the 
steam-moved palaces to float upon our waters. If 
this were so, they would indeed deserve our grati- 
tude and praise; but I have thought, and still think, 
that we owe all these things to the enterprise and 
industry of our citizens, and the abundant re- 
sources with, which it has pleased Heaven to 
bless our country. Through them all these won- 
ders have been accomplished, and the banks sup- 
ported besides. Such has been the vigor of the 
patient’s constitution, that he has supplied nutri- 
ment to this vast wen, and borne its enormous 
growth, and furnished support, at the same time, 
to all the functions of life, and his own natural in- 
crease. 

And this brings me to the consideration of 
another evil of the paper system, and that is, its 
tendency to call men off from the most productive 
employments to those which are less so, or not so at 
all; drawing them off from the cultivation of the 
soil to become speculators, bank officers, shop- 
keepers, and livers upon their wits. All values are 
created by the spontaneous production of the earth, 
by huwan labor, by animal procreation, or by 
some or all of these united. The spontaneous pro- 
duction of the earth is, of course, the most profita- 
ble to him who can avail himself of it of any other; 
and the production of the earth, combined with hu- 
man labor, furnishes at last the basis of all wealth. 
Human labor may, after the production by the 
earth is completed, put into more advantageous 
forms, and in more advantageons places, what has 
been produced; but to the earth we must go back 
for the origin of all wealth. Wealth to a nation is 
happiness; that is to say, the more aggregate wealth 
a nation possesses, provided it be sufficiently distri- 
buted, the more people does it place in possession of 


the means of procuring the essentials of happi- 
ness. The larger portion of a nation’s pupulation 
engaged in the production of values, and the more 
advantageously engaged, the better for that nation. 
Labor applied to bringing into action the produc- 
tive powers of the earth, is, as a general rule, the 
most advantageous mode of producing values. 
Every thing, therefore, which has a tendency to 
divert any considerable portion of a nation from 
agricultural pursuits, by turning them to specula- 
tion, professions, merchandise, or even to manu- 
factures, where that nation possesses a suitable 
field for agricultural pursuits, has, as a “general 
rule, the effect. of diminishing the wealth of that 
nation. But I can pursue this topic no fur- 
ther. I conclude that Congress has not the right, 
and if it had, it would not be expedient for it to 
undertake the creation and regulation of a common 
paper medinm through banks. But if it possessed 
such right, and such obligation rested upon it, the 
substitute proposed by the Senator from Virginia 
provides no such medium, the currency it would 
foster would be, after all, but local in its character, 
and with all the disadvantages, would possess few 
of the advantages of a common paper medium. 
Having finished what [had to say upon other 
branches of this subject, I now propose to treat it, 
in the last place, as a mere political question. 
This, after all, is by far the most interesting and 
important light in which it presents itself. Two 
great political parties have been striving for maste- 
ry in thi; nation ever since its existence began, and 
probably will continue to strive as long as. its pre- 
sent institutions remain. Indeed, the strife may be 
said to have begun before the nation had an exist- 
ence, and to have been waged in giving form and 
character to that existence. The party to which I 
belong holds, and ever has held, the capacity of 
man for self-government; that Providence has be- 
stowed on each individual certain natural gifts and 
advantages, which he has a right to nse without 
molestation or restraint, so long as he {forbears to 
use them in infringing upon similar rights in others. 
But that owing to a corrupt propensity in our race 
to infringe the rights of others, Government is ne- 
cessary, and to support Government taxation js 
necessary; but that no more government should be 
exereised than js required for the purpose for 
which alone it was instituted, and no more taxa- 
tion resorted to than is necessary for its sup- 
port, and that it is a gross abuse of Government 
to take from one man any of his natural 
or providential rights and advantages, and bestow 
them on another. That Government is at best but 
a necessary evil, or, in the beautiful language of 
Thomas Paine, “Government, like dress, is the 
badge of lost innocence; and the palaces of kings 
were founded upon the ruins of the bowers of Pa- 
radise.” That this necessary evil was designed for 
the benefit of the many, and not of the few, and 
that the greatest good of the greatest number 
should be the object as well of the philanthropist 
as of the honest and enlightened politician. That 
every new society of men has a right to choose its 
own form of Government, and to change it after- 
wards, with the concurrence of a majority of the 
parties to the originalcompact. Thatthe best form’ 
of Government, upon the whole, is that under 
which we at present live, reduced as it was by its 
wise founders to a solemn written compact, which 
no man has a right to change or modify peaceably 
and insidiously by construction, or openly and vio- 
leatiy, without incurring great political guilt and 
just condemnation, We believe in the existence 
of virtue and patriotism, and hold them to be the 
only proper bases of political action; and that every 
thing tending to place political action upon any 
other basis, is dangerous to liberty and sub- 
versive of our institutions. History informs 
us that much the opposite of all this was held 
by the other party; that the present Constitution 
was very far from being such as they would 
have had it; that it was too Democratic in its 
nature, and distributed power too equally among 
all classes of the people, the bulk of whom they 
believed unfit either to govern themselves, or to 
participate in the government of others, But they 
agreed to accept it upon the whole, believing that, 
by construction, many deficiencies might be sup- 


_ from it. 


plied, and that: vigor in which it was eminently 
wanting might be imparted. We learn, from high 


- authority, that the Constitution was scarcely put 


in operation, before the principle of construction 
was applied, and that those who were. most ‘active 
in its application avowedly held the doctrine that a 
monarchy was the best Government on ‘earth, and, 
with Sir Robert Walpole, that. a’man’s’ patriotism 
was to be sought for in his pocket. - Ps 

“But Hamilton was not only a monarchist but fora monarchy 
founded on corruption. In proof of this, 1 will relate an anecdote, 
for the wuth, of which I attest the God who made me.. Before 
the President set out on his Southern tour, in April, 1791, he 
addressed & letter of the fourth of that month, from Mount 
Vernon to the Seeretaries of State, Treasury, and War, de- 
siring, that if any serious ani important casés should arise 
during his absence, they would consult and act, upon them. 
And he requested that the Vice President should also be con- 
sulted. "This was the only occasion on which thatoflicer was 
ever requested to take part in a cabinet question. Sone ocea- 
sion for consultation arising, E invited those gentlemen to dine 
with me, in order to confer on the subject. Aker the cloth wag 
removed, and our question agreed and dismissed, conversation 
began on other matters, and by some circumstance was Jed to 
the British Constitution, on which Mr. Adams observed “purgo 
that Constitution of its corruption, and. give to its popular 
branch equality of representation, and it would be the most per: 
fect constitution ever devised by the wit of man.” Hamilton 
paused, and said, “purge it of its corruption, and give to its 
popular branch equality of representation, and it would be- 
come an tmpracticable Government: asit stands at present, 
with all ita supposed defects, it isthe most perfect Government 
which over existed. —Jefferson's Memoire, page 450, 

The leader of this party was a splendid man, 
whose talents I admire, and the integrity of whose 
purposes I do not mean to question; but his no- 
tions on government were, I believe, as erroneous 
as those of Tycho Brahe in philosophy. The first 
fruits of these principles were the funding system 
and United States Bank, with respect to which Mr. 
Pitt, looking to. their consequences with the eagle 
eye of a profound statesman, declared, that if 
the Americans embarked in them, he would 
give but little for their liberties. The nature and 
operation of these measures will be found explained 
in Mr ‘Jefferson’s Works, vol. 4, pp. 446—449. 


“Hamilton's financial sysiom had then passed. Tt had two 
objects; first, as a puzzle to exclude popular understanding and 
inquiry; and second, asa machine for the corruption of the Jegis- 
lature: for he avowed the opinion that man could be governed 
by one of two motives only, force or interest; force, he vbbgerved 
in this country was out of the question, and the interest there- 
fore of the members must be laid hold of, to keep the legislature 
in unison with the Executive. And with grief and shame it 
must be acknowledged that his machine was not without effect; 
that even in this the birth of our Government, somè members 
were found sordid enough to bend their duty to their interests, 
and look after personal rather than public good.”-—Jefferson’s 
Memoirs, page 446, vol. 4th. - : : 

“I know very well, and ao must be understood, that nothing 
like a majority in Congress had yielded to this corraplion, Far 
t. Buta division not very unequal had already taken 

Jace ia the honest pin of that body, between the parties styled 

ba art and Federal, The latter being monarchists in prim- 
ciple, adhered to Hamilton, of course, as their leader in that 
principle, and this mercenary phalanx added to them insured 

im always & majority in both Houses; so that the whole ac- 
tion of the legislature was now under the direction of the Trea» 
aury, Still the machine was not complete. The effect of the 
funding system, and of the assumption, would be temporary; it 
would be lost with the loss of the individual members whoin it 
had enriched, and some engine of influence more permanent 
must be contrived, while those myrmidons were yet in place to 
carry It through all opposition. This engine was the Bank of 
the United States.” —Page 149. 

The bank was chartered ; and, according to the 
decision of the times, which as yet stands unre- 
versed, and perhaps ever will, (whether properly 
or not, this is no time or place to discuss,) the 
charter could not be revoked, but must run out the 
period for which it had been granted, whether-for 
weal or woe to the country. Its effects were coun- 
teracted as far as possible by Mr. Jefferson, at the 
head of a Spartan phalanx, which continually 
gathered strength; still, when it became fairly 
united with an administration strictly Federal, it, 
made rapid encroachments upon the Constitution. 
Bat a bold'stride of power, conscious of having at 
its command something more efficient than a 
sceptre to subdue the wills of men, was manifesied 
in the passage of the alien and sedition law.- This 
rash and premature measure served to open the 
eyes of men ere it was too Jate, and the grasping 
Administration was hurled from its place. ‘This 
separation of the Administration. and the moneyed 
power served for a time to save popular rights, 
and preserve the Constitution. In 1811, the charter 
of the bank expired, and upon the question of its 
renewal, the whole force of the Democracy was 
arrayed against it, and with triumphant success. 
Some noble efforts were made against it “on 
the floors of Congress, and some, I am sorry: to 


say, who then won in. the cause of Democracy the 
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¿greenest laurels that will ever bloom above their 
graves, have since changed their opinions, and be- 
come the advocates of a National Bank. They are 
still men of high intellectual power, and time can- 
not have abated their vigor. Bat how different 
are their efforts from what they then were?’ They 
still strike with power, but they beat only the air. 
The ground which they occupy. does not afford 
scope for the exertion of their might. “Upon this 
subject Sampson is. shorn of his glorious locks, and 
shakes himself in vain, as at other times. ~ 


I now come toa portion of my cuuntry’s histo- 


ry, from which I would tarn aside with shame; 


but the story must be told. A war of glory had 
been fought; the Federal party had opposed its be- 
ginning, and during'its continuance fasted for the 
victories of their country, and rejoiced over those 
of the enemy. But the warended as it had begun, 
in the honor of the nation. But war is expensive, 
and the Administration found’ itself involved 
in debt and taxation, and the local banks had 
Stopped: payment, and the Opposition began 
to wag their heads, and point the finger in derision, 
and cry, “There! ‘there! So would we have it.” 
The pride of the Administration was stung, and 
another instance was furnished of the frailty of man 
in his best estate; and in a desperate effort to re- 
trieve its pecuniary affairs, a United States Bank 
was proposed and chartered, against the opposition 
of the Federalists, consistent only in opposition. 
Such I believe to be the true secret of the charter 
of thé second Bank of the United States. Others 
more familiar with the political secrets of the day 
may account for it upon some other principle, but 
such I believe, and always have believed, was the 
true nature of the transaction. But the bank was 
chartered, and some apology must be made for this 
barefaced inconsistency of the Republican party, 
and an apology, the strangest that ever could have 
entered into the conception of one -who set any 
value upon a written Constitution, was offered. It 
had been once decided, it was said, by all the de- 
partments of the Government, that a bank was 
constitutional, and therefore it ‘was. settled. 
Strange that the very warmest opponents of con- 
struction should thus have established it in the 
very heart of the Constitution, and made what 
was intended io be stable as the hills, and 
inflexible as iron, as fugitive as stubble, and 
as supple as a hazle wand. That what was 
intended to encompass the powers of the Gevers- 
ment, and hedge.them in with walls of brass; so 
that they should not encroach upen. the rights of 
the States, should be rendered submissive to the 
ever encroaching spirit of that very Government, 
securing to itthe undisputed right to every foot of 
ground it gains in its advances. If the bank was 
ever unconstitutional, it was.so then, and must 
continue so until that Constitution is altered by the 
only means which has been provided. But the 
bank was chartered, and soon began to show forth 
its natural fruits. A high tariff for the protection 
of manufactures, a process by which the Govern- 
ment is enriched, and the nation impoverished, and 
which inthe particular instance was well nigh rend- 
ing asunder this noble confederacy,:and pollut- 
ing its sacred soil with the minged blood of kinsmen 
meeting in hostile array. Splendid schemés of in- 
ternal improvement by the General- Government, 
by which local bargains and legislative log-rolling, 
acting like gold upon the Roman legions, decided 
who should be elevated to power, ahd who degrad- 
ed: while the people are reasoned with through 
their sufferings, as to the mode in which they shall 
exercise their sovereign prerogative of election. 
For the greater portion of the existence of the 
late United States Bank, its mischievous tendency 
was very much restrained by the want of concert 
between the administrators of the Government and 
the administrators of the bank, but notwithstanding 
the resistance which it thus met with, it impercep- 
tibly drew arter a Democratic administration into 
the path along which it naturally led. It was only 
during the one term of the younger Adams that an 
Executive, on whose co-operation it might calcu- 
late, was in power, but, fortunately for his country, 
so impracticable was hejin his disposition, that the 
finest plot ever formed would be marred if at all 
dependant for success upon his co-operation. 
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I come now to the two terms of his revered suc- 
cessor. He found upon coming into power high 
tariff, internal improvement, and other . Federal 
abominations, in full possession’ of the Capitol, in- 
troduced by the United States Bank, like another 
Trojan horse concealed within her dark and capa- 
cious bosom. 5 é f 4 

` Penitusque cavernas 
Ingentes uterumque armato miiitè complent. 

He was not only a brave man, buta wise one. 
His was that true heroism which combines the 
niost undaunted bravery with the most consum- 
mateprudence.. He knew well that it would not 
be safe to make an open and direct attack upon 
these formidable and combined ‘interests, but by 
the most ingenious and refined strokes of policy, he 
dealt first one, and then another, some disabling 


blow, until he was so fortunate as to hand them 


all over to the American people, bound hand. and 
foot, to be dealt with by. them according to their 
pleasure. This it was which provoked against him 
the hatred of the Opposition; this was the very head 
and front of his offending. He had cast their idols 
to the moles and the bats, and cleansed the temple 
of liberty of their polluting presence. For this, they 
have pursued him with most unrelenting vengeance 
long before his Presidential term had closed, and 
even now, when he has retired, like another Cin- 
cinnatus, to his own peaceful Hermitage, the 
hoarse baying of their ban-dogs breaks in upon the 
stillness of that magic circle. I will not anticipate 
the time, now so near at hand, when he will share 
the repose of her who shared with him in life the 
calumnies of the world. When his shall be the 
only apothehsis known to the Christian. When 
his name shall be nothing but a watchword to wake 
up the recollection of noble deeds. When his 
tomb shall be a sacred spot, whither each western 
traveller will tarn aside from his path; a shrine 
where valor and patriotism will rekindle their fires, 
and Beauty and Pnrity offer the pearl of gratitude 
to their gallant defender. 

But efforts are making to re-establish in their an- 
cient niches those tutelary deities of the Federal 
party which he hath cast down, and efforts will 
continue to be made until success shall attend 
them or even hope becomes desperate. We have 
heard some description upon this floor of the ma- 
chinery employed: we have learned that the United 
States Bank, in the late application for a recharter, 
had dealings with members of Congress very simi- 
lar to those described by Mr. Jefferson, in by-gone 
times—that the press ceaselessly poured forth its 
venom and threatenings upon the heads of those 
who dared to oppose its recharter, and that even 
the galleries of Congress were filled with the myr- 
midons of the bank, striving to overawe its delibe- 
rations. And shall we, with this experience, with 
all our experience, again create a tyrant to scourge 
us into submission? Shall we set up a golden calf 
to draw off the devotions of the people from prin- 
ciples consecrated by the blood of theirsires? Shall 
we charter another United States Bank? But I 
shall be toid the substitute does not propose 
the charter of a United States Bank. I know 
it does not in terms, but its effect will be to 
produce that or a similar result. The existence of 
an institution. with powers much more vast than 
any heretofore enjoyed by a United States Bank, 
will follow its adoption, as certainly as the spring- 
ing of the herbage upon the showers of April. 
Either the United States Bank, so called, at Phila- 
delphia, will seize upon the public treasure, and 
thus accomplish the consolidation of the money 
power, with a capacity for wielding it heretofore 
unknown, or the honest Federalists and the timid 
Democrats, alarmed at its power, will, upon the 
principle of setting back fire in a prairie to check 
the wide spread ruin with which that raging ele- 
ment is already threatening them, unite in the char- 
ter of a United States Bank as the desperate but only 
remaining remedy. See what power that institution 
possesses even now. The other banks stand by, like 
trembling slaves, obedient to its nod, and stop or 
resume the payment of specie, as it commands. 
What will be its power, if the substitute is adopt- 
ed, and it possesses itself, as it must do, of the pub- 
lic deposite? Whom it will it will set up, and 
whom it will, destroy. Whichever of the alterna- 
tives before stated is adopted, the chains will be 


` Senate. 


forged which will bind the wills of the American peo- 


-ple in fetters stronger than iron. And when so 


bound; whither will they be led? First, to bow down _ 
at the feet of an aristocracy, and from thence at the 
footstool of a'king; for the chrysalis does not more 
certainly become a butterfly, than Government pro-. 
ceeds from one gradation to another, until all power. - 
centres in one man, if there is no provision de - 
for resisting that tendency. Our. Constitution. pre- 
sents that resistance, while it remains in its. primary- 
vigor, bat if sapped by the-corrupting influence. of 
money, our security is lost. The Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] with a candor which does. 
him credit, admits ` the corrupting infiuence of 
money, and especially -when that influence is 
thrown abroad from one great centre. But we are 
not limited to the Senate for proof of this corrupt» 
ing influence. The sacred scriptures declare money 
to be the root of all evil. ‘With the ancient pagans 
Plutus was ranked among the infernal gods.. He 
was not deemed worthy to take his seat in the celes- 
tial throng: his propensities were considered low 
and grovelling: he was of the earth—earthy; ‘And , 
of the tendency of consolidated wealth in a bank to 
affect materially the political action of a nation, 
and especially when that bank is its fiscal agent, 
we have testimony ab hoste. A writer in the Edin- 
burgh Review, No. 1, p. 196, himself evidently a 
friend of the paper system, says as follows: 

“Ifthe Bank of England must now be considered as a nationa} 
establishment, not merely influencing, by the superior magai- 
tude of its capital, the state of commercial circulation, but 
guiding its movements according to views of public policy, an 
important revolution has taken place since the first creation of 
that corporation as a -banking establishment. ‘That power of 
issuing the medium of exchange, with the opportunities it im- 
plies of varying its quantity and value, which, while precious 
coin was in use, Was exercised under the immediate preroga- 
tive ofthe Crown, is now virtually vested m the governor and 
directors of the Bank of England. In the official character of 
that board, some of the functions of sovereignty are united to . 
those of a trader; and the opportunities of banking profits are 
blenced with a trust and charge of the public interest. It will 
be pleasing if these shall prove more happily compatible than 
they have been foun:lin other instances. The organization ef 
this establishment, possessed ofsuch means to control the ope- 
rations of commerce, as well as. to facilitate the advance of 
financial supplies, may, into our political constitution, already 
so complicated, introduce a new principle of action, the eilect 
of which cannot be easily discerned 

> Perhaps an unbounded field will be opened for the exten- 
sion of ministerial influence. Perhaps an unexpected control 
may be gained to. the people over the views and measures of 
the Executive.” pant 

If such is to be the effect in England, where a 
strong Executive exists like a balance-wheel, to 
keep steady the action of the Government, such as 
it is, what must be thé effect with us, where the 
political action is from below, fromthe great mass 
of the people, upon whom this pestilential influence 
may be brought to act in the most subtle and im- 
perceptible manner? I wish I could say of this 
Republic az Louis of France did of his monarchy: 
“The monarchy is very old, but it, will last my 
time.” This Republic is but fifty years of age, but if 
something is not done to arrest the corrupting influ- 
ences abroad among the people, it will sink into 
ruin before, in the common course of nature, those 
who now fill these -halls are gathered to their 
fathers. There was a time when the American 
people despised appeals made te their pockets,. but 
now they have learned to listen. Already are we 
ae seam in Europe as a nation of merchants, 
whose sordid souls are always in thé ‘market; 
and the same venerable man to whom I re- 
ferred in a former part of my address, - re- 
marked to me, with honest indignation in his coun- 
tenance, that he never doubted the stability of our 
institutions until he found so large a portion of 
our people calculating the value of exchanges. 
Nothing marks so strongly the decline of that vi- 
gorous virtue which makes a nation, as when the 
barter begins of principle for gold, as when’ men 
and measures commend themselves to the public 


favor by the luxurious splendor with which they 


are invested. How fallen was Athens from its 
Democratic purity and provinoial bravery when 
the talented and accomplished bat corrupt Pericles 
scattered abroad the public treasure in buying up 
the hearts of the people. He threw. around-them 
the magic chain of pleasure, dazzled them with 
magnificent public works, instituted expensive 
games, pampered their appetites, and steeped them 
in sensual-enjoyments. Nor were the fine arts ne- 
glected; every thing, in short, was done, and that 
at the public expense, for fitting them to throw 
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themselves, as they did in two or three generations 
afterwards, at the feet of Philip. Look to the Ro- 
man Republic. When Fabricius despised the gold 
of Pyrrhus, “Rome,” it was said, “seemed like 
one greatiemple, and the Senate like an assem- 
bly of many kings.” What a different picture 
did it present when even the treacherous Jugur- 
tha, disgusted with its cupidity, declared that 
the whole people but waited for a purchaser. 
There was a time when ‘three poor American 
youths, (1 allude to the captors of Major Andre,) 
turned a deaf ear to every appeal made to their 
interest or their ambition, when the welfare or 
honor of their country was at stake. But that time 
I fear is passing away. Brennas, the hardy Gaul, 
has been alluded toin this debate, who, when the 
Roman quæstor was weighing out the gold which 
was to purchase immunity from his ravages, threw 
his sword into the scale with a ve victis—woe to 
the conquered. But when the American citizen is 
balancing in the scales of reason some great public 
measure, the bank director shows him his note with 

+a frown, and a woe to the refractory. ‘The heart 
of the unfortunate man quails, his brain reels, his 
hand trembles, and that scale preponderates into 
which his imperious master thinks proper to cast 
his paper. Oh, that some modern Camillus would 
come withthe American legions, and drive these 
Gauls not only from the Capitol, but from the 
country, for if their inroads are continued, we 
shall finally be reduced to a bondage even worse 
than Gallic. 

Sir, I have little hope that the paper system 
will be soon arrested. Standing here, I have no 
right to propose or advocate any measure for the 
accomplishment of that object. 1 can only vote 
for the withdrawal of that encouragement, that 
stimulus, which the Government has heretofore 
afforded it; and that it is my desire and my purpose 
to do, and nothing more. But the tendency of the 
paper system is onward. Look.to the Birmingham 
memerial once more, and there you find that peo- 
ple praying for the repeal of Mr. Peel's bill com- 
pelling the Bank of England to pay specie. Like 
the drunkard, they cry out for more of that stimu- 
lus under whose sickening eflects they are now 
Jaboring. Once more let us turn to the Edinburgh 
Review for testimony concerning ils eects upon 
the mercantile classes: 

“The radical defeet, in feet, in the constimition of the bauk, 
consists in ils parUscipating too mach in the feels and views 
ofthe mercantile class. Tt is managed by merchants, and we 
need not wouder that jt should sympatbize with them, R may, 
however, be inferred, with almost unerring certainty, that the 
bank is acting on erroneous principles when its conduct is 
warmly approved by the merchants, and conversely. When 
ever the city articles of the metropolitan papers teem with 
eulogies on the conduct of the bank, we may be quite cermin 
that mischief is abroad. A merchant is anxious to get bills 
readily discounted at a low rate of interest, and his gond or 
had opinion of the bank directors depends, in ning cases out ol 
ten, on their readiness to negotiate the paper he Inys before 


them.” ‘ 
Witness its effects even upon this floor. The Se- 


nator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] insists that even 
now the notes of the banks ought to be taken by 
the Government, in the face of their refusal to pay 
specie. The principle of convertibility, upon which 
only bank paper was ever tolerated, is now aban- 
doned, and every thing must be treated as money 
which assumes the form of a bank note. Such is 
the tendency of the system. The people have tasted 
of the cup of Circe, and their noble natures are 
changing, and will, I fear, continue to change, un- 
Jess some modern Mercury shall come with the 
herb Moly, or some other antidote, to the arts of the 
enchantress. There is one hope, and that is, if 
pressed much further, the system must explode of 


itself; it cannot hold ont here as it has done in En-- 


gland. There have been many circumstances to 
sustain it there, which exist not here, and will pro- 
bably never exist. i 
with her paper system, she commanded the trade of 
the world. Soon the Indies opened to her their 
treasures, and a vast mine they have proved, their 
golden strands sparkled with wealth in every form, 
and the British armies had only to fight a batle, 
and thengather gold from among the gore as a 
boy would pick up pebbles on the beach. 
Tn one year, Mr. McCulloch informs us, 
£15,000,000 or $75,600,000 were retamed fiom 
India. . Here was ballast enough fur a vast paper 
system. Besides all this, her exchequer bills and 


When England commenced | 


her national debt, by the magic operation of confi- 
dence, have been converted into substantial capital. 
No ove believes that the national debt of England 
will ever be paid; but its interest will, and it is 
eagerly sought after as an investment for capital ; 
and a father bequeaths it to his son, as conscious of 
having enriched him as if he had left him the pro- 
prietor of so much land. But in this country the 
paper system has none cf these supports, and, if 
pushed much farther, it must explode, and perhaps 
mn time to save the country. 

But whether it does or not, I wish to 
detach it as mach as possible from our national 
existence. Its swiftly moving car may roll on; 
but let it not drag after it every thing dear 
to the earthly hopes of man. Let the inflated 
balloon ascend it it will; but Jet it not, in its ascent, 
wreneh from their foundations the institutions of 
our country. While they remain within their 
sacred enclosure, the seeds of public virtue will 
sprout and vegetate. Planted on their firm battle- 
ments, the fag of freedom will yet soar aloft, and 
attract the admiring gave of nations. Protected by 
their time-honored walls, the tree of liberty will 
spread forth its branches, inviting all who choose 
to come and repose beneath its shade. But if the 
parasite vine of the paper system is allowed to 
twine about it, at will wither and decay. Ifit is 
suffered to insinuate itself among the crevices of 
our institutions, it will gradually force out the 
cement which holds them together. 

Mr. President, with the utmost respect for those 
who think otherwise, the tendency of the construc- 
tive spirit towards monarchy, is, in my humble 
judgment, as absolute as that of the streams of the 
earth towards their ocean home. This measure is 
proposed in resistance ol that spiril, and if it fails, 
I pray Heaven to avert the consequences of that 
failure, ‘Phat the gloomy visions which crowd 
upon my soul may prove to be such stuff as dreams 
are made of. But, if on the contrary, I find them 
to be the terrible shadows which more terrible rea- 
lities have cast before them, in their hdvent, I shall 
have the poor consolation of having, as one of those 
placed by the people upen the watchtower, warned 
them of their approach. fn performance of that 
duty, I appealto the spirits of the mighty dead who 
have perished on our country’s war fields to rise in 
vindieation of the principles for which they fell in 
glorious martyrdom. Lery to the millions of Ame- 
rican freemen ia defence of the charter sealed to 
them by the blood of their ancestors. ‘To their re- 
presentatives assembled in the other extremity of 
this Capitol. And to you the patres conscripti of this 
great Republic. But if, all these appeals having 
been made in vain, E shall yet live to see the 
ruined institutions of my country, nothing will re- 
main t me but in bitterness of soul to exclaim 
with Crsar, as be walked among the festering 
corpses of his countrymen, who fell in that last 
fatal battle which completed the overthrow of Ro- 
man liberty, “ They would have it so.” 


ree 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. SMITH, 


Or CONNECTICUT, 

In Senate, February 14, 1838—U pon the bill “to im- 
pose additional duties as depositaries, upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint Receivers General 
of public money, and to regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
moneysof ihe United States.” 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said, that the course 
pursued by those who were opposed to the bill 
under consideration, in execrating and denouncing 
itin unmeasured terms, before it had been dis- 
cussed, and even before it had been presented for 
discussion, induced him to believe that they were 
conscious they could not sustain themselvesby a fair 
investigation of the subject, and by argument, in 
the position they had taken in relation to the mea- 
sare; oc that they helt in utter contempt the ca- 
pacity and undersianding of the people, who were, 
in his estimation, fully competent to judge cor- 
rectly of all public measures affecting their rights 
and interest, and so well and so correctly had all 


the great disturbing and important questions affect. : 


ing the Government, and the interest of the ‘people, 


by which they had been agitated more or: less, ev, 
since the formation of the Government, ‘that nc 
one need to doubt the correciness. of their de- 


cision in this case;and on whose decision. alone, 


the measure is finally,io-depend., -The peeple of. 


the United States were early divided in opinion, 
as to the- form of Government which would be 
most likely to secure to them, their persons, pro- 
perty, and personal rights, and the greatest degree 
‘of happiness; which is a natural consequence of a 
free Government; and they have been, and still 
are also divided in opinion, as: to the administra- 
tion of the Government; and it is reasonable to 
suppose that such divisions will always exist, while 
the people are left free to discuss all such questions 
as affect their several rights; and though many 
abuses grow out of the privilege of a full and 
free discussion, yet-without il, the rights of the 
citizens would be so curtailed as hardly to be worth 
preserving. 

Mr. S. said he would ask the indulgence 
of the Senate to read some extracts from letters 


written by Mr. Jefferson, and by Colonel Ha~’ 


milton, to General Washington, úpon the subject of 
our Government then in its infancy, which were 


er. 


both written on the same day, the 9th of September, ’ 


1792, in which, their views were expressed in ra~ 
lation to the form of Government,‘in their opinion, 
the best calculate to promote the general interest of 
the people of the United States. ‘Those two ẹmi- 
nent statesmen were, at that carly period of ‘our 


Government, arrayed against each other, each deve- 


oping the principles of hisfavorite Government, and 
éach endeavoring to impress upon the .American 
people the advantages they would derive from the 
Government he was proposing for their adoption. 
Extract from Mr. Jefferson’s letter. “No man iñ 
ithe United States, I suppose approved of every 
tittleyin the Constitution; no one, I believe, ap- 
proved more of it than I did; and more of iffwas 
certainly disapproved of by my accaserthan by me, 
and of its parts most vitally republican.. Of this the 


few letters I wrote on the subject, (not half a dozen ï 


believe,) willbea proof; and for my ownsatisfaction, | 


and justification, I must tax you with the reading 
of them when I return to where they are. You 
will then see that my objection tothe Constitution 
was, that it wanted a bill of rights, securing free- 
dom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom from 
standing armies, trial. by jury, and a ‘constant 
habeas corpus act. Colonel Hlamilton’s was, that 
it wanted a King anda House of Lords. The 
sense of America has approved my objection, and 
added the bill of rights, not the King and Lords. I 
also thought a longer term of service, insusceptible 
of renewal, would have made a President more in- 
dependent. My country has thought otherwise, 


and Ihave acquiesced implicitly. He wished the’ 


General Government should have power to make 
laws binding the States in all cases whatsoever. 


Our country has thought otherwise. Has he acqui- 


esced? My whole correspondence while in France,’ 
and every word, leticr, and act on the subject, since 
my return, prove that nu man is more ardently: in- 
tent to see the public debt soon and sacredly paid 
off than Iam. This mostly makes the difference 
between Colonel Hamilton’s views and mine: that 
E would wish the debt paid to morrow; he wishes it 
never to be paid, but always to be a thing where- 
with to corrupt and manage the Legislature.” 


Extract from Colonel Hamilton’s letter: “But 


when Ino longer doubt. that there was a formed | 
party, deliberately bent. upon the subversion ‘of 


measures which, in its consequences, would subvert . 


the Government; when I saw that the’ undoing of: 
the funding system in particular, (which, whatever 
may be the original merits of that system, would 
prostrate the credit and the honor ot: the nation, 
and bring the Government into contempt with those 
descriptions of men, who are in every society the 


only firm supporters of Government,) wastani -. 


avowed object of the party; and that all possible, 
pains were taking to produce that effect, by render, 
ing it odious to the body of the people, I consider-' 
ed it as a dnty to endeaver to resist thë- torrenti: 
and, as ah effectual means to this end: to-diaw 


aside the veil from the -principal actors. "Fo" this _ 


|; 
i 
f 
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strong impulse, to this decided conviction, I have | 
yielded. And I think events will prove that Ihave 
judged rightly.” : ; 


Mr. S. said it was in the principles of these two 
able statesmen, that the political parties of this day 
may look for their origin. The Federal party fol- 
lowed Colonel Hamilton, and. embraced his politi- 
cal principles, and the Democratic party followed 
Mr. Jefferson, and embraced his political principles. 
Mr. S. said it was in this funding system, invented 
by Colonel Hamilton asa part of the machine- 
ry he had designed for the operation of the Govern~ 
ment, that the first United States Bank had its origin; 
and in which many of. that class of men (the 
wealthy,) designated by Colonel Hamilton as being 


“the only firm supporters of Government,” laid 


the foundation of princely fortunes, by purchasing 
up the securities, at two shillings and sixpence in 
the pound, of the soldiers who had sacrificed their 
property, and worn themselves out in the service 
of their country, and by whose labor, toil, and 
sacrifices, the independence of our country had 
been achieved.. Mr. S. said that the political 
principles of each of the two great contending par- 
ties had been fully developed, and -were now well 
understood by the people, and certain known land- 
marks had been established and defined, by which 
the course of either party may be determined by 
all whose interest may be affected in the adminis- 
tration of the Government; and one very impor- 
tant one was in the construction of the Constitution. 
The Democratic party were for giving it a rigid 
and strict construction, while the Federal party 
were for giving it a loose and latitudinous construc- 
tion. Mr. S. said that the liberty which the Fede- 
ral party had taken in construing the Constitution, 
and patamount law of our country, to suit their 
own principles, had entirely changed the character 
and power of our Government; it was in this 
fruitful source. of construction that the United 
States Bank,’ internal improvements, ‘high tariff, 
and vested rights in corporations, Had their origin, 
none of which would ever. have: come into‘exist- 
ence under the construction put upon the Consti- 
tution by the Democratic party. Another import- 
ant subject about’ which the parties materially 
differed, was the State banking system ; the Demo- 
cratic party being for diminishing the number of 
banks, and increasing their restrictions; and the 
Federal party being for increasing the number, and 
diminishing their restrictions. Another was, on a 
gold circulation; the Democratic party being for 
it, and the Federal party against it. Another was, 
on the increase: of the specie circulation ; the De- 
mocratie party being for it, and the Federal party 
being against it. Another was, on the resumption 
of specie payments by the banks; the Democratic 
party were for it, and the Federal party against it. 
Mr. S. said he thought the great body of the people 
of the United States must be as blind, stupid, and 
ignorazt as the Federal party had always affected 
to consider them, if they were not able by this 
ime to discover their transcendent virtue, superior 
intellect and. attainments, and noble mien, 
if they really possessed them; for they had 
declared on all occasions, in private and in public, 
and atall times for more than forty years, certainly 
not. from any unkind sentiment which they enter- 
tained towards the people, but purely with a view to 
jmpress upon them the important fact that they 
were wholly incapable. of taking care of them- 
selves, and that, unless they submitted themselves 
to their care and control, they -would certainly be 
ruined. So common are their claims of superiority 
to be found in newspapers, that hardly one can be 
taken up without being greeted with one; one of 
which I have taken from a Pennsylvania paper, 
recently. made by Judge Hopkinson in the State 
Convention, and which I will ask the indulgence 
of the Senate to read: 5 

“Much had been said concerning the Federal 
party, but it was the intelligence of that patty 
which formed the Government and which under- 
stood the Government; and his opinion was, that 
the Government never can be administered on any 
other principles than the Federal principles of 
‘Washington’s administration. In times of trouble 
the intelligence of the prostrate Federal party has 
been called into action, and more than once has 
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saved the country. When the torch of civil war 
was almost lighted in the South, that prostrate 
party stepped forward, and, by their intelligence, 
prevented the effusion of blood. Notwithstanding 
all the calumnies that have been uttered against the 
Federal party, yet they are always at their post in 
the hour of danger. Their principles are always 
invoked to rescue that country from difficulties 


when it is plunged therein by the rashness of their . 


opponenis.. Thus, in times of difficulty they tri- 
umph, and they are now again coming into power! 
I see [said he] some honest faces present, who are 


` not ashamed to.own themselves Federalists.” 


Mr. S. said that we may come to a right result 
in endeavoring to weigh and duly to appreciate the 
unrestrained denunciations of the opponents of the 
bill, for arguments seem not to be brought into re- 
quisition, and to put a just estimate upon the pre- 
dictions and prophecies so lavishly and profusely 
bestowed in regard to the measure, and that some 
aid may be derived by instituting a comparison 
between their professions of love for the people 
and their continual predicticns of disastrous results, 
indiscriminately, of all the measures of the Demo- 
cratic party for so many years, while the adminis- 
tration of ‘the Government has devolved upon it, 
and their acts while in power, and the actual re- 
sults of the Democratic administration of the Go- 
vernment for nearly forty years; and with that view 
he would take a retrospective glance at their pro- 
ceedings, commencing with the first prominent 
acts of the elder Adams, who administered the Go- 
vernment in perfect accordance with the professed 
principles and notions of the Federal party; and 
their anxiety for the welfare of the people at that 
time was as strongly marked, and as clearly mani- 
fested, in their unqualified asseverations of love for 
them asnow. One of the first important acts was 
to raise a standing army; and what was this for? 
Had we any war that the army was necessary for 
the defence of the nation? None: it was to pre- 
vent the people they so dearly loved from destroy- 
ing and ruining one another, who, in their estima- 
tion, were their own worst enemies, and were not 
only incapable of taking care of themselves, but 
would destroy each other withont a strong guard 
to protect them. The expenses of a large army 
the people were obliged to pay from their daily 
eainings, and, for that purpose, almost every arti- 
cle of property they possessed was taxed, and, 
with the rest, the collectors’ fees were to be paid, 
consuming, with the ordinary expenses of a family, 
all that a laboring man could earn; and of the ne- 
cessity for-this, the people were not permitted to 
judge, because the affairs of the Government were 
beycnd their comprehension. Another, and one 
of the most odious acts passed while the Federal- 
ists were in power, was the Sedition law, enacted 
to guard their public functionaries against the at- 


‘tack of the people, who were too exalted and sa- | 


cred to be approached by the vulgar people with 
such frightful “huge paws.” The people sup- 
posed those who ministered the Government were 
their agents, and ought to be accountable to them 
for their public acts, and that they ought to be per- 
mitted, under a Government, for the establishment 
of which they had left their homes, and all that 
was dear to them, and fought their enemies, inter- 
nal and external, and had sacrificed their property 
and spilt their blood, to examine and seru- 
tinize their conduct as public officers, with that 
freedom that belongs to freemen and citizens 
of a Republican Government; but here, again, 
the same party showed to the people their pa- 
ternal care over them, by erecting a legal bar- 


rier between them and those in power, that they | 


might administer the Government unmolestedly, 
and more beneficially for the people, according to 
their netions of the Divine right which they fan- 
cied they were favored with, fo govern and rule 
them; and any one who dared to write or say any 


thing against the public officers, to prejudice or | 


excite the people against them, were to be punish- 
ed by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, 
and by imprisonment not exceeding two. years. 
The term of Adams was on the wane, and the poor 


| Democrats had been so showered with the blessings 


efhis administration of the Government, that they 
began to look around to see if they could find some 


- low, the rich and the poor,” and the 


candidate for the. next Presidency, under w 


administration they might expect the Gov: 
to “shower its favors alike on the high: 


se” 


upon Mr, Jefferson; and the Federalists, wi 
resolution, zeal, and activity than they: ha 
before manifested, came forward to the rescue of: 
the people, who were going to be instantaneously” ° 


_devoured, body and goul, by such a moñster.“ All: 


their energies and skill were united: ih’ defence’ of 
the poor, ignorant, misguided, and abused people; 
they were actually frantic in their vituperation and 
denunciation of the infidel. The institution of 
marriage was to be profaned; the Christian religion 
was to be defiled; the Holy Bible was to ‘be de- 
stroyed; the house of worship was to be razed; all 
social happiness was to be banished; and the whole 


‘land was to be'stained with the polluted hand of 


an idolater and debauchee; and how grieved they 
were that the stupid. and demented people could: 
not be roused to a sense of their danger! when 
they had sacrificed so much, with no other motive 
than to save the people from destruction. . ' 
Disregarding alike the law of nations and of hu- 


`manity, and rioting in their wonted rapacity, and 


feasting upon the sorrowsof disconsolate wives and ` 
agonized friends, the bitter fruit of lawless im- 
pressment of. our gallant seaman, the British 
were in the daily habit of boarding our merchant 
vessels at sea, and with brjte force seizing upon 
the husband, the father, and the son, while in the 
lawful and peaceful service of the American mer- 
chants, sacrificing the happiness’ of the pleasant - 
and comfortable fireside of their friends at home, 
to gain a sustenance for themselves and familiés, 
and dragging on board of their charnel houses, 
ships of war, where they were lacerated and 
beaten into submission, by the aid of the thong 
and cat-o-ninetails, and often expired under the ` 
tortures of the minions of a vaunted despot and his . 
nobility, in their endeavors to tame the free, unfet- 
tered, and noble spirit of American seamen into 
the servility of a British subject; and such were the 
benefits to be derived from the dispensations of 
that paragon of a Government, so much the ad- 
miration of the Federalists, ihat they thought it 
not worth while to heed these trifling complaints 
and intrusions, and morë especially, as it would - 
only involve our nation in an expensive and un- 
profitable war with a magnanimous and honorable 
people, for the sake only of. releasing a few rene- 
gade seamen from a‘ service in which they could 
do quite as much good is if they were at home. y 
Yes, said Mr. S. these despised creatures, who 
afterwards won imperishable and unfading glory 
under the flag of the country, were not, in their 
estimation, worthy of consideration, and would have 
remained in bondage, to pine away and waste their 
lives in slavery on board of British ships, and been 
compelled to aid the enemies of their beloved coun- 
try in their battles against it, had not the Demo- 
cracy of the nation determined that no American 
citizen, however humble his condition, should be 
subjected to ignominy or oppression. © Strong 
symptoms of an approaching war with Great Bri- . 
tam began to make their appearance, and to secure 
the property cf the citizens from the grasp of 
the enemy, which seemed to excite the.cupidity ‘of 
the then mistress of the sea, a foretaste of which 
they already had, the embargo was laid upon 
the vessels at our wharves, and then the sympathies 
of the Federalists were again awakened to the 
interests of the merchants. They were going to 
be ruined, because they iwere not permitted to 
go to sea, until the Goverment could get prepared to 
protect them against the deprédations and captures 
of an insidious enemy; and ‘high-sounding notes of 
disaster and absolute ruin to the people were raised, ` 
because there would be no market for their surplus _ 
produce; and the people. were warned to take card”: 
of themselves in season,. by giving them the reins 
of Government, lest they should be ruined by such 
misrule and abuse of power, which the peeple had 
improvidently confided to the unworthy and blight- 
ing Democracy of the country. Notwithstanding 
the alarm and philanthropic interference of these 
guardians of the people these measures were meant 
to save them from their ownjdestruction, and by 
a timely embargo, the result of wise and prudent 
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` counsels, the property was saved, and the people 
were not ruined. 

At length war was declared against Great Bri- 
tain, on which the air rang with their wailings, 
followed by their bitter execrations of such a deltes- 
table band of outlaws as the Democrats were, for 
bringing such a crisis upon the nation: nothing, 
they said, but-disorganization, desolation and con- 
fusion, would mark the footsteps of the’ dema- 
gogues: the Government would be overthrown, 
and all would be prostrated and crushed beneath 
its ruins. The pious ministers of the Gospel seized 
the first opportunity, after war was declared, to 
send forth from the hallowed desk their denunci- 
ations of the meastire in the most fervid and 
eloquent strains, and offering up their prayers for 
the miserable, besotted people; who were the vic- 
tims ofa venal and corrupt administration. Mr. 
5. said that the great interests and welfare of the 
people were at the bottom of their united efforts to 
awaken them to their forlorn condition in those 
days as well as these. He would ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate, while be would read, as evi- 
dence of it, an extract or two from a discourse de- 
livered by the Rev. David Osgood, D, D. pastor of 
the church in Medford, soon after the declaration of 
war: “One hope only remains, that this last stroke 
of perfidy may open the eyes of a besotted people, 
that they may awake, like a giant from his slum- 
bers, and wreak their vengeance on their betrayers, 
by driving them from their stations, and placing 
at the helm more skilful and faithful hands.” 
Another extract from the same discourse: “A civil 
war becomes as certain as the events that happen 
according to the known laws and established 
course of nature.” This was one public discourse, 
said Mr. S. among thousands of others delivered 
by the clergy on the Lord’s day at the eventful pe- 
riod, who seemed to consider it their duty to aid 
the Federal party in uprooting that greatest of all 
evils, the odious Democracy of our otherwise hap- 
py land. © The newspapers groaned with their 
onerous vituperations, which they were bearing 
with great rapidity to the door of almost every 
man in the Republic. All was alarm, and all was 
consternation. And yet the good sense and intelli- 
gence of the people, so much overlooked and de- 
spised by their self-styled guardians, the Federalists, 
were manifested in their steady support of the ad- 
ministration of their choice of the Government. 
The war was closed with more honor and glory to 
our happy Republic, than the must sanguine friends 
of it could have anticipated. The honor of the 
nation was saved, ani the most honorable rank 
assigned her among the nations of the earth; and 
“free trade and sailor’s rights” established; and 
how did their vaunting opponents stand? Let the 
page of history answer? The trauscendant talents, 
patriotism, and virtue of General Jackson, whieh 
had shone with such lustre during the war, bad 
rendered him as popular with the Democracy as 
they had odious with the federalists. He was 
slected and brought forward as a candidate fur 
the Presidency by his Democratic friends. Ne 
man in the nation probably could have been se- 
lected who would have struck the Federalists with 
such dread. Their engines were again set to work 
to batter down the man whom the people had se- 
lected, and all out of regard for their happiness, 
considering them incapable of making a choice 
for themselves. He was represented as a perfect 
cannibal, ‘Their subtle poison found its way to 
the peaceful fireside of the sage and patriot, and 
ere its ravages could be arrested, undermined and 
sapped the domestic happiness of the man who 
had saved his country from disgrace, and perbaps 
from ruin, and had won,for it in the field imperish- 
able laurels, and gainéd for himself the admiration 
of the world. Fle was elected by the people, not- 
withstanding the persecutions of the Federalists; 
and the invaluable benefits resulting from his ad- 
ministration are too deeply, graven in the hearts of 
the American people to require delineation. : 

In 1832, the powerful and much cherished aily 
of the Federal party, the Bank of the United States, 
came. before Congress far a renewal of its charter, 
and, by some reans or other, received the sanc- 
tion of both Houses, and was sent to President 
Jackson for his approval. The President disap- 


proved the bill; and returned it to the Senate, in 
which it originated, with his reasons for his refusal 
to sign it; which were, that it was unconstitutional 
and inexpedient, and would be unjust to the people 
in its operation. Again the same party attacked 
the President with as much violence and ferocity 
as they ever had done; and the gigantic power 
which the party, with its ally, the bank, were cae 
pable of wielding, the people were made to feel in 
is full plenitude. The whole nation was thrown 
into convulsions, and. the agerandizement of the 
party, through the bank, was wholly lost sight of, 
in their extreme anxiety felt for the suffering peo- 
ple, who were to be deprived of both money and 
credit, if the bank could not be rechartered. 

President Jackson became satisfied that the pub- 
lie funds were being used by the Bank of the 
United States to oppress and harass the people, 
who were the rightful owners of the moneys; and 
to secure the people against such abuses, he advised 
the removal of them from the United States Bank 
to other banks, and thereafter to deposite no more 
of the public moneys in the Bank of the United 
States; and such was the course pursued by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, who coincided with the 
President in the propriety of the measure; and al- 
though the removal of the public moneys from one 
bank to another did, nor could, not diminish the 
quantity, nor vary the rights of the bank-—for the 
bankchad no mare right to the use of the money than 
any individual, nor as much, because every indi- 
vieual contributed something toward the public 
funds, while the bank contributed nothing—yet, 
from this simple and just act, the memorable panic 
of 1834 was raised, and the whole country was agi- 
tated and thrown into commotion. Ruinous was 
the measure to the Government and to individuals, 
was proclaimed by the Federal party; prostration 
and ruinto all business was confidently predicted 
would be the consequences; and so diflicalt was it 
for the peuple, even the best informed, to under- 
stand, without some time for investigation, the na- 
ture of the act, and so zealously, and vehemently, 
and perseveringly were their bodings, that the peo- 
ple were, for a time, disposed to pause, and to 
some extent give heed to them. But how has it 
eventuated? Jast in that proportion as the interests 
of the great hody of the people were advanced, the 
banks, speculators, and stock-jobbers, the vampires 
of the country, were depressed; and from them, 
and their agents only, the people, upon sober inves- 
ligation of the subject, were enabled to determine, 
came this note of alarm. 

The next important act in which the. peculiar 
love for the people of the Federal party was mani- 
fested, was the impeachment of President Jackson 
in the Senate of the United States; invading the 
province of the House of Representatives, and 
usurping their constitutional authorily to prefer an 
impeachinent to the Senate, whenever such an oc- 
casion should occur, who were, with the assistance 
of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, conaituted a tribunal to impartially, 
vader a judicial oath, try such impeachment. 
So intent was that party on securing and re- 
storing to the people their rights, which they 
insisted had been shamefally and wantonly in- 
vaded by the President, that they could not, 
nor would not, wait for the House of Repre- 
xentatives to make the impeachment, if they should 
find cause for it, whose sole province it was that 
the Federal part of the Senate, being then a majo- 
rtty, preferred the impeachment against President 
Jackson to themselves, and procceded immediately 
to trial, refusing to admit the President to a hear- 
ing, and passed sentence of condemnation against 
him—finding him guilty of the vague and unde- 
fined charges which they made against him. And 
what was the result of this rash and wicked pro- 
ceeding? Let the black lines which environ the 
ex parte judgment, as recorded upon the Senate 
journals, give the answer. The election of Presi- 
dent Van Buren, said Mr. S. was predicted by this 
party to be pregnant with such evil as to over- 
whelm this nation with disaster, and bring upon it 
disgrace and ruin; and again the deluded people 
are to suffer ignominy and shame for their Stupidity 
and ignorance, and want of capacity to select for 
themselyes a suitable person for Chief Magistrate. 


And so alarmed, said Mr. S. had this party: 
ly become for. the people, that they had: emp! 
and sent missionaries from the. far. West, ini 
Eastern States, to enlighten them in the scienc 
Government, and td warn them of the. immin 


these shining lights from the West. And where. 
do we find the principal theatre of action of. these 
‘missionaries at. the. East?. Why, in the city .of 
New York,. located in the most splendid. hotel in 
the city, from whence they issued their tickets at 
ten dollars each. Such of the people as. were able, 
and disposed to pay that: sum for the privilege of 
hearing their eloquence npon the ruinous condi- 
tion of the country, and their pathetic appeal to 
them to unite with them in their efforts to reinstate 
the people to their long-lost rights, could have the 
privilege; and all others were .excluded from the 
boon. As: they were missionaries sent out by the 
Federal party, they probably considered it unpro- 
fitable to irradiate the intellects of that class of be- 
nighted and vulgar beings described by the great 


financier of the Federal party, Nicholas Biddle, in , 


his oration delivered at Nassau Hall, Princeton, 
New Jersey, into whose merciful hands the substi- 
tute offered by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] for the bill under consideration, is calculated 
to, and inevitably will, consign them;.and therefore 
were disposed to shut them out, and to ‘admit only 
such of the people as avere described by Alexander 
Hamilton, in. his letter to General Washington, of 
the 9th September, 1792, before alluded to, as being 
the only class of men “who are in every ‘society 
the only firm supporters of Government.” And, 
said Mr. S. that the people may understand the fa- 
vorable estimation in which. the great financier, 
Mr. Biddle, held them—who is to be their future 
protector if the substitute succeeds and is adopted— 


he would ask the permission of the Senate to read . 


an extract from the oration alluded to, in which 
they will find a mirror furnished by Mr. Biddle, in 
which they could have a perfect view of them- 


selves, as depicted by the head of the Federal party: | 


“From your quiet elevation, watch quietly.this 
servile route, as its triumph sweeps before you, 
The avenging hour will at- last come: it cannot be 
that our nation will long endure. the vulgar do- 
minion of ignorance and duplicity: you will live to 
see the Jaws established. These banditti (the peo- 
ple) will be scourged back to their caverns; the 
penitentiary will reclaim its fugitives in office, and 
the only remembrance which history will preserve 
of them, is the energy with which you resisted and 
defeated them.” 

And, said Mr. S. while the Federal party, under 
different names, covering the same principles, who 
early lost the power, by abuse of it, which they 
held but a short time, to regain it, and again ingra~ 
tiate themselves into the confidence of the people, 
have been denouncing, villifying, and abusing the 
Democracy, with all the opprobricus epithets that 
the vocabulary could furnish, for nearly forty 
years, and predicting, in every prominent. measure 
of the Administration, destruction to. the Govern- 
ment and ruin to the people, thirteen new States 
have been added to the Union, and settled with a 
thriving, happy people; and the nation, under..the 
guidance of the Democratic party, with the fierce 
and. ferocious assaults of the Federalists to encoun- 
ter, has prospered, and increased in population, in 
Improvements, and grown in wealth, far beyond 
any example furnished either in ancient or modern 
history. s Orn 

Mr. S. said it was not his purpose to -complain 
in the least of the Opposition for the course which 


they had thought proper’ to- pursue. His only ob- : 


ject was, in presenting itto view, that there might 
be some criterion by which the people, whose inte- 


rests were apparently so near to their hearts, could; 


ascertain how much reliance was at this time tobe 
placed upon the illimitable denunciations; in the 
absence of argument to sustain them, of the mea~ 
sure under consideration. PGE ns 

At last, said Mr. S. the Opposition. have :disco- 
vered an act more ruinous than:a war witi the 
most potent nation, and more odious than the sedi- 


Feb. 1838. 


25TH CONG 2ND SESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. . 
Making public officers depositarie —Mr. Smith. 


457 


‘Senate. 


tion law, in the recommendation of. President Van 
Buren to the people, of a simple and safe method to 
keep and take care of their own money, instead of 
confiding it to the care of faithless corporations, 
who, when they had got into their possession 
nearly thirty millions of dollars of the public mo- 
ney, shut their doors against them, and laughed to 
scorn every attempt of the people to withdraw it 
from their clutches; and, moreover, boasted of 
their power and disposition to block the wheels of 
Government, and bring to their feet the Govern- 
ment of the people, an humble suppliant.. 

Mr. S. said the general principles of the bill be- 
fore the Senate, he was satisfied with, and, if adopt- 
ed, would accomplish ail he desired, and that was, 
to separate the public treasure and business from 
the money and business of the banks, and of all 
individuals, and would gradually bring the curren- 


cy tu be received for the dues of the Government | 


to the constitutional provision, and standard; and 
this, hé had good reason to believe, would be en- 
tirely satisfactory to the people, and he was satis- 
fied it was demanded by them. The Government 


then would have no cause of complaint from the’ 


confliets arising from the intermingling of private 
business with the public, against the banks, or in-. 
dividuals connected with them; and as it has no 
power or control ever them, they would have no 
right or just claims upon the Government to inspire 
them with the vital spark, which they, by theirown 
constitutional infirmities, weakness, or folly in their 
management, had extinguished. Until he could 
hear some argument from the opponents: of the 
bill, which would weaken his convictions of the 
soundness, and, as he deemed them, unanswerable 
reasons and arguments of the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Wricut,] in support of the bill, he had 
no wish to go into the details of it, to substantiate 
what, in his opinion, had been clearly proved, and 
no attempt by argument had been made to refute 
it. And all the remarks he felt disposed to make 
upon this part of the subject, would be designed to 
show the impropriety of depositing for safe-keep- 
ing the public money in: banks, and with individu- 
als, who were not constitutional or legal officers of 
the Government, and amenable to the people as 
such; and the unfitness of the circulating medium 
furnished by the banks, asa general currency. That 
banks, established upon sound and correct’ princi- 
ples, may furnish a commercial.credit, or circulat- 
ing paper, which might be useful, and highly bene- 
ficial, not only to the mercantile, but to other 
classes of men whose business occasionally re- 
quires additional and temporary capital, he was 
not disposed to deny. , 

Mr. S. said that before he proceeded to suggest 
some of the reasons which operated on his mind 
to influence his vote against the substitute proposed 
by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] he 
would. briefly notice some of the prominent objec- 
tions to the bill made by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Wezstrr.] The Senator asks if a 
hostile army should invest the Capitol, and Go- 
vernment were to withdraw from the same, and 
leave the enemy without opposition, would not the 
Government shrink from its duty? Would not the 
public functionaries separate themselves from their 
duty? . I answer, yes. And I ask the honorable 
Senator if a hostile army should not only invest 
the Capitol, but should set fire to it and burn it 
down, and the agents of the people—members of 
Congress—were to refuse their aid in furnishing 
the necessary means to rebuild it, would not the 
public functionaries separate themselves from their 
duty? And he would ask again: if a hostile army 
was upon our coast, watching an opportunity to 
invade our country, and while the faithful and pa- 
triotic people had left their homes, and gone to 
fight the enemy, Americans could be found among 
us base enough to give signal to the enemy, ad- 
vising them of the most vulnerable and defenceless 
points for assault; that if Government were called 
upon for supplies to sustain our soldiers, while 
thus in the field defending our country, and Go- 
vernment should withdraw, and the public func- 
tionaries should refuse the aid required, would it 
not be separating themselves from their duty? 

The Senator [Mr. Werster] asks why is the 
Government discharged fron, taking care of the 


currency—the paper currency as well as the me- 
tallic currency? [I answer: because the Govern- 
ment has no control over it. Can the Government 
punish any man for debasing or counterfeiting it? 
or can the Government controlor interfere with the 
expansion, contraction, or emission of it, any more 
than it can with the interests or business of any 
individual? No one will pretend to this. And 
though it would seem as if the proposition was-too 
self-evident to need supporting by authority, never- 
theless he would read an extract from the opinion 
of Judge Marshall, in delivering the opinion of the 
court in the case of McCulloch vs. State of Mary- 
land, 4 Wharton. 424: i 

“After this declaration it can scarcely be neces- 
sary to say, that the existence of State banks can 
have no possible influence on the question. No 
trace is to be found in the Constitution of an inten- 
tion to create a dependance of the Government of 
the Union on those of the States for the execution 
of the great powers assigned to it. The means are 
adequate to itsends; and on these meansalone was it 
expected to rely for the accomplishment of its énds.” 


‘To imposé on it the necessity of resorting to 


means which it cannot control, which another Go- 
vernment may furnish or withhold, would render 
its course precarious, the result of its measures un- 
certain; and-create a dependence on other Govern- 
ments, which might disappoint its most important 
designs, and is incompatible with the language of 
the Constitution.” i : 

The Senator [Mr. Weegsrter] says the bill before 
us is evidence of such degeneracy in the Govern- 
ment as to carry us back to the days of barbarism, 
when barbarous and piratical powers kept their 
money in cells, vaults, and safes. It may seem 
barbarons to those who are in the habit of receiving 
their money by tens of thousands, instead of their 
fifty cents a day for hard labor; but those who earn 
their money by the sweat of their brow, I presume, 
do not consider it mach evidence of barbarism or 
piracy to keep safe their money when earned. 
The same may be said of every man who keeps 


„his money safe, and especially of him who keeps it 


from the grasp of the banker and speculator, that 
he is barbarous, and degenerating into a pirate. 
What will the Senator say of those merchants, 
many of whom are his particular friends, who 
keep their money in vaults and safes? And what 
will the Senator say of his friends, the banks, which 
always keep their money in cells, vaults, and safes? 
Are they barbarous? If others are disposed to call 
them so, he presumed he is not. The Senator (Mr. 
Wenssrer] again manifests great sympathy for the 
people. ‘his bill is going to separate the people 
from the Government, he says. If the Senator 
believes, as his propagandist, Mr. Hamilton, did, 
that the British Government was the most perfect 
Government on earth, Mr. S. said he should sup- 
pose he would consider it his duty to separate the 
Government from the pecple, as the British Go- 
vernment is wholly separated from the people. 
The political power in England is lodged wholly in 
the Government, and not in the people, as it is 
here. The people there are denied the right or 
power to reform the Government, however illy it 
may be adapted to iheir wants, and which is never 
done by them, bat by Parliament, and by that only 


when the people become so clamorous that they | 


cannot be resisted. But when the Senator is 
so apprehensive that the bill will. separate th 


Government from the people, he only makes į 


the small mistake [Mr. S. said he apprehended] 
of calling the banks the people. The banks are 
not yet the people, he believed. That the 
banks and the people are. opposed 
ether in regard to the measure, is too evident 
to require confirmation. The banks are cpposed 
to the bill because, say the gentlemen, it will be 
their ruin; they can never resume specie payments 
if the bill passes. Then, if the bill passes, it will 
separate the Government from the banks, but not 
from the people. Mr. S. said he desired to know 
how this bill could separate the Government from 
the people. The Government is the Government 
of the people, formed and constituted by them, and 
is wholly under their control, and may be alter- 
ed, changed, or annihilated at their pleasure; and 
if any improper act—one which does not meet their 


to each | 


approbation—is done by their servants, the public 
‘officers, contrary to. their will, they will displace. 
them, and substitute others in their places, as. they 
did when the Senate undertook to. impeach’ the... 
President. Mr. S. said, if the bill is -of sucha- 
character as fo. dissatisfy the people, and indace 
them to recall their agents, and supply. their places 
with others of different principles, he should think 
it would suit the Opposition the better, as it-might 
be the means of carrying them into.power, and put- 
ting the Democrats out, who are abusing their . 
trust so much, as to separate the people from their 


` Government. -` - 


The Senator [Mr. Weesrrr] asks, without the 
aid of Government, how can the banks resume spe- 
cie payments? If they cannot, or will not, what 
better evidence is wanted of their unworthiness and 
unfitness to be the depositories of the public mo- 
ney? They clutched all the public money, shut 
their doors, and now tell the Government, unless it 
will still have confidence in them, and trust them 
again with the money of the Government, they 
cannot pay the Government what they now owe it, 
nor even individual creditors either. If an indivi- 
dual was to borrow money from his neighbor, shut 
himself up, and tell his friend he could not, nor 
never would, pay him what he already owed him, 
unless he. would trust him more, what would be the 
course of his friend? He weuld probably say, he 
would rather lose what he had already let him 
have, than more with it; and if his disposition was 
such ag to cheat him out of what he had already 
borrowed of him, it probably would nat be changed 
for the better by a future loan. : : 

Mr. S. said he would now proceed to assign 
such reasons as suggested themselves to his mind, 
why the banks should not be made the depositories 
of the public money. The people of the~ United 
States formed for themselves a Government, with 
such powers as to them seemed most likely to se- 
cure to them their social rights; and one important 
provision in the Constitution of their Government 
was, that all their officers who participated in the 
administration of the Government, should act under 
the solemnities of an oath; and this, in addition to 
their immediate accountability to the people for the 
faithful performance of their duty, was considered 
important, especially in taking carèof the public 
revenue. The people, then, have aright to have 
their money in the hands of those who-are not only 
officers of the Government, but to have superadded 
an official. oath, for their faithful performance of 
the duties assigned them.. Have the: people this 
constitutional security from the depositories of their 
money? Certainly not.. So far from it, that any 
men, however profligate and base, may constitute 
the corporate body, whether citizens of the - United 
States or of foreign Governments, and whose hos- 
tility to our free institutions may be deadly, or how- 
ever corrupt and base they may be; and we are not 
without recent examples in bank officers of corrup- 
tion and baseness of the most flagitious character. 
Have the people ever authorized their agents to 
place their money in the hands of others than offi- 
cers of the Government? Certainly not.. By what 
authority, then, is it that their money is placed in 
the banks, and beyond the control of the Govern- 
ment, for safe keeping; if it is not with their con- 
sent? Mr. S. said this he was yet to learn. To 
make the banks depositories of the public money 
is as partial and unjust between ‘the banks, and 
does. to that portion of them which are not deposi- 
tories, as much injustice as it does to individuals 
whe are not interested either in the deposite, or 
cther banks not depositories; and the deposite banks 
will have the special benefit, first bestowed upon 
them by the State Legislatares, in authorizing them 
to loan their credit for six, ten, or fifteen per cent 
and the further benefit and privilege added to that 
conferred by the State Government of receiving, 
keeping, and banking upon the funds of the General 
Government, also conferred upoa them; and thus 
the State give them the advantage of loaning their 
credit, in the shape of money, by which they receive 
a large per centum, The General Government 
gives them the use of its money, which adds several 
per cent. more, at the same time that portion of the 
people who happen not to be bankers, and who con- 
stitute a very great majority, not only receive no pors 
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tion of these bounties, but are obliged to, pay their 
neighbor bankers, not more meritories, and per- 
haps not as much so as themselves, for their credit, 
loaned to them in the shape of paper money, manu- 
factured at their pleasure, and obliged to submit, 
many times, to the most degrading humiliation, 
even to persuade the banks so far to condescend to 
aid them, as to loan them their credit, by giving the 
most ample and undoubted security. 


And, said Mr. S. ifabank madea depository ` 


of the public money’ fails—and it is now quite 2 
common occurrencé—whether it be through disho- 
nesty, or unwarranted hazard: and speculation, 
whatremedy has the Government except upon the 
bond taken for the repayment of the money? And 
no person will often become surety, but such as are 
connected with the bank; and‘when that fails, they 
fail also; the surety may apparently be ample when 
taken, and entirely worthless when the failure 
takes place. The Government can institute no in- 
quiry into the conduct of the bank managers; it has 
no power to call them to äccount; and however 
great the fraud, and however great the loss, the 
Government has no remedy except on the bond, or 
by some civil action. Conscious of the impenetra- 
ble shield afforded them, is not obliquity almost a 
sure consequence? And, at least, are they not much 
more likely to be guilty of fraud than the public 
Officer, who has not only his honor at stake, and 
that of his family, but 1s civilly liable to the full 
extent of his present property, and also to all fur- 
ther acquisitions; and is also liable criminally, and 
to be separated from his family, and all that is 
dear and valuable in this life, and to become the 
intimate of thieves, robbers, and all the outcasts and 
hopeless depredators upon the rights of man. The 
Government not only sustains the pecuniary loss, 
without the means of repairing it, but tae public 
sustains infinitely greater injuries, by indirectly be- 
coming the instrument of propagating, engender- 
ing, and inflicting crime upon the community, and 
which fills every social interstice with its baleful 
effects. 

Much pains has been taken to prejudice the peo- 
ple against the Sub-Treasury system, by inducing 
them to believe that the friends of the system are 
disposed to break down and destroy all credit, be- 
cause they propose tu have the Government dues 
paid in the constitutional enrreney; but they neither 
make war upon any system of credit, nor upon the 
banks; they only reqnire the Government to deal in 
such money only as is known to the Constitution; 
and how does this trench upon the rights of the 
banks? They leave them where they found them, 
under the control of the States, which created them. 
The States alone have power to continue them, 
discontinue. them, or new organize them, as they 
may find it for their interest to do; unless the banks 
have become an independent estate, and are beyond 
the reach of the Government which created them. 
And why should the banks complain of this? Have 
they any more right to demand of the Government 
its countenance and support, than have individuals 
who are not incorporated? If they have, upon 
what ground is it? Have they a right to look to the 
General Government for protection? ‘The Govern- 
ment has no contro] over them. If they assert they 
issue and furnish a circulating medium for the pub- 
lic accommodation, it is without the authority of the 
Government, and for their sole benefit; they issue 
bills and circulate them, or withhold them, just as 
they find it for their interest. No one will claim 
that they issue or circulate their bills for the public 
benefit, when it militates against their own interest. 
If banking was free to every man, under such re- 
strictions as would protect the public from imposi- 
tion, should the Government give preference to the 
banks over individuals unincorporated? If any 
preference was to be given to either, it ought to be 
piven to the individuals, because they would be ha- 
ble in their persons and property to pay their debts; 
and but few would become bankers, it is not likely, 
who had not visible and tangible property sufficient 
to pay all just demands upon them. Ifthe Govern- 
ment goes to war, the individual comes to its aid; 
they go into the field and fight the battles; they pro- 
duce the wealth, pay the taxes, and enrich the coun- 
try. And will any one claim that if every man was 
his own banker, and issued bills at his pleasure, 


and when he found it for his interest, that the Go- 
verament ought- tò make them depositaries of its 
money; and receive all their bills or notes in pay- 
ment of the public dues? Mr. S. said the officers 
of the Government formerly received, kept, and 
paid out the public money with quite as little loss 
as has occurred since banks became fiseal agents of 
the Government. Previous to the rechartering of 
the United States Baux in 1816, the greatest part of 
the public revenue was collected, kept, and paid 
out by the officers of the Government. And what 
makes, them more degenerated and less capable 
now? Has the influence of the banks made them 
degenerate, or what is it to be attributed to? Or is 
it to be found only in the imagination of the 
bankers, whose cupidity has been sharpened by the 
inordinate interest they have received by means of 
the public deposites. 

The Opposition have been more clamorous upon 
the subject of exchanges, than almost any thing 
else, Commerce, they said, must wholly fail, une 
Jess Government made some provision to aid the 
merchants in exchanges. Nothing would regulate 
them, they said, but a bank, or banks; and there- 
fore Government was bound to take the banks 
under its protection, to regulate the exchanges, 


They were told by the friends of the bill, 
thar exchanges were only making provision 
for balances for or against the country, 


growing out of over-trade, and they, like: all 
other evils, would regulate themselves, according 
to the Jaws of trade, and which appeared very sim- 
ple and easy fo the minds of all except the opposers 
of the bill, who persisted in saying that they could 
never be regulated without a bank. But what 
sound reason can be given, said Mr. S. why the 
Government should transport moncy to pay ba- 
lances due from the merchants of our country, any 
more than itis bound to transport their produce or 
merchandise for them, out of which the balances 
arise. But if Government is hound to transport 
the produce and ranafactures for the merchants, 
who have their profit for it, why not transport it 
while in the hands of the producer, the farmer, 
mechania, and manufacturer, and give them the 
benefit of it, who certainly are as much entitled 
to it as the merchants, who only purchase it of the 
producer, and transport it fora profit which it yields 
him, and whieh is se much deducted from the 
price of the article when purchased. But before 
the bill has been fully discussed, exchanges have 
regulated themselves; they are now in favor of this 
country several percent. And how did this hap- 
pen, so contrary tothe predictions of the Opposi- 
tion? Why, just as they were told it would happen. 
The merchants bave parchased less, and paid up 
the balances against them, and now there is no ne- 
cessity for bills to go abroad, because nothing is 
due there. 

The Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Smitn,] with a 
very happy simile, has illustrated the importance 
of the currency of a nation, by assimilating the cur- 
reney to the life bloed of an organic living body. 
‘That the currency is as essential and important to 
the body politic, as the blood of a man is to his 
body, he says; and in this he (Mr. 8.] did not dis- 
agree with the Senator. ‘That the one, in its proper 
application, was as important as the other, he was 
ready to admit. 

He would then suppose that instead of the arte- 
rial and venous systems of the Senator, the one car- 
rying the blood out from the heart, and the other 
returning it, moving in harmony, and performing 
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their part in connection with the other great func- | 


tiens and powers of his body, they were entrusted 
to the care and control of some other person, who 


performed and moved them, not according to the | 


wants and wishes of the Senator, but were govern- 


ed wholly by the interest, whim, or caprice of those | 


who had the management of these important or- | 
gans; or, perhaps if those functionaries should | 


grow a little mawkish, they might so far neglect 
heir trust as to leave him powerless; he thought 
the Senator, under such unnatural regulations, 
wouid be much more imperfect than he now is. 
If, in making some long speech, his functionaries 
should neglect their duty, or rather service, or by 
reason of an adverse interest they might have, 
should neglect to supply him with the life-sustain- 


ing fluid, his speech would be cut short, atid he 
would be obliged to sit down in the midst-of íf and 
why? because his:life-bood was at ‘the’ ov! 


thé control of its life-blood, would: bed 
and powerless as the:man who should -b 
dent on others for his blood.: SERENE ansles 

What act would tend more ‘directly to consoli- 
date the Union, and“break down the independence 
of the States, than the sýstem- of State” banking, ‘if 
the State Governments and General Goverament 
were compélled to havea mutual dependance on 
each other in their banking operations; moved by 
a self-acting machine, which would pervade every 
part of community, and would be interwoven: with 
every interest, whether it be in individual transac- 
tions, or the concerns of the State or General Go- 
vernment? No scheme was ever devised, in his 
epinion, which was so well calculated to corrupt 
and demoralize the people, and subject them to the 
entire control of the-aristocracy of the country; not 
only the wealth of our country, but the concen- 
(rated and united wealth will be directly wielded, 
as an irresistible power, to control the people in all 
our elections. What class of men, or what indi- 
viduals, are there in community, who will not; to 
a very considerable extent, be subject to their con- 
trol? The banks thus fortified, by the . aid 
and support of the State Governments, and gua- 
rantied by the General Government, will be vest- 
ed with the power of concreting and secreting the 
life-blood of the body politic both of the State and 
General Governments. They can produce a ple- 
thora at their pleasure and will, and by that means 
paralyze and frustrate the functions of the Govern- 
ment; or they can, at their pleasure, as their inte- 
rest, political desires, or caprice may dictate, cause 
a depletion, and thus ron down and prostrate the 
powers of the Government. The great body of 
the people will be made to feel, directly or indi- 
rectly, this gigantic power, placed’ in the hands of 
that class of people pointed out in the letter of 
Alexander Efamilton to Mr. Jefferson, before al- 
luded ta, (the wealthy,) as being the only firm sup- 
porters of Government, wherein he shows his pre- 
ference for a monarchical Government; and the 
Federal party have ever since followed-in his foot- 
steps, and which they have indicated: ‘a’ resolute 
determination to build up and support. . Not only 
the people, in their individual capacity, and in 
their ordinary transactions, will be subject to the 
control of these sonlexs and bodiless creatures, but 
the Governments, both State and General, will be 
wholly at their mercy, and may be disposed of at 
their pleasure. It is always said that money is 
the sinew of war, and that it cannot be carried on 
without it: if this is so, it will be quite easy to see 
what condition the country would be in, in case of 
a war, by recurring to the conduct of the Federal 
party during the last war with Great Britain; and 
ninety-five in a hundred of the banks are now in 
the hands and under the control of the same party, 
and probably will remain so. ` : 

Mr. S. said that we may see the peculiar charac- 
ter of the patriotism of the Federal party, so much 
boasted of, and how ready they are. to manifest it 
“by being always at their post in the hour of- dan- 
ger,” when the country is invaded by a public 
enemy. Hie would read an extract or two-from 
their publications during that war, when the-coun- 
try was compelled to draw upon all its resources to 
save its independence, which is a fair specimen of 
their patriotism at this time, as well as-then. Ex- 
tract from a Boston paper: “Let no man, who 
wishes to continue the war by active means, by 
vote or lending money, dare to prostrate himself at 
the altar on the fast day; for they are aciually as 
much partakers in the war as the soldier who 
thrusts the bayonet, and the judgment of God will 
await them.” Extracts from the Boston Gazétte, 
April 14, 1814: “Will Federalisis. subscribe to 
the loan? Will they lend money to our national 
rulers It is impossible: first, because of principles 
and, secondly, because of principal and interest. If 
they lend motiey now, they make themselves parties 
to the violation of the Constitution, the ertelly op- 
pressive measures in relation to commerce, and to 
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all the crimes which have occurred in the field and | 


in the cabinet. To what purpose have Federalists 
exerted themselves to sow the wickeddness of 
this war, and to raise the public sentiment against 
it, and to show the authors of it not only to be. un- 


worthy of public confidence, but highly criminal, . 


if now they contribute the sums of mcney, without 
which these rulers raust be compelled to stop; must 
` be compelled to return to the policy and measures 
under which this country once was at peace, and 
in singular prosperity.” * * * “Any Federalist 
who lends money to Government must go and shake. 
hands with James Madison, and claim fellowship 
with Felix Grundy. Let himno more call himself 
a Federalist, and a friend to his country. He will 
becalled by others infamous.” * # * ‘It 
is very grateful to find that the universal senti- 
ment is, that any man who lends his money to the 
Government at the present time will forfeit all 
claim to common honesty and common courtesy 
among all true friends to the countzy. God forbid 
that any Federalist should ever hold up his hand to 
pay Federalists for money lent to the present ru- 
lers; and Federalists can judge whether Democrats 
will tax their constituents to pay interest to Fede- 
ralists.”  The-national honor, wealth, nay, its very. 
existence, will be placed.in the hands of these cor- 
perations, and to them, not Congress, the people 
will have to apply to know whether they will vin- 
dicate the honor of the nation by declaring war 
against a nation trampling upon her rights, perhaps 
by the incitement of those very incorporations, to 
gratify some interest of theirs, or for baser pur- 
poses; and if it shall be their pleasure to call a Con- 
gress, as they lately have done, to deliberate upon 
the humble petition of their loyal subjects, they 
will then, if they condescend to hear it, gratify their 
subjects or not, as it may suit the convenience or 
interest of the noblesse of our country. And sir, 
said Mr. S. the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives] 
has not hesitated to declare, on this floor, his sur- 
prise that the Government had not sent agents to 
the late bank convention held in New- York, to try 
to negotiate a treaty of amity and peace with the 
banks. Has this great nation already come to this 
humiliating and degrading condition? Mr. S. said 
he had hoped at least the evil day was yet:further 
off. The siren song had been sung; but he trust- 
ed the enchantment was not yet too powerful to be 
resisted, while the Genius of Liberty, in her most 
fascinating form, was hovering over and adjuring 
this happy people, for her sake, to resist the lure: 
he would not permit himself to believe that her 
last and lingering hope was. to be lost in a corrupt 
system of banking. No sir, said Mr. S. she had 
resisted successfully thus far all the allurements 
that had been proffered to seduce her, and he was 
not now prepared to believe she would sink beneath 
the influence of this pestiferous bank miasma. 


But it is urged by the opponents of the bill, that 
the Government money in the hands of its public 
officers, will be too tempting to be resisted; that it 
will induce peculations; that they will become 
corrupted by it, and the Treasury will be robbed, 
and the people suffer great- pecuniary losses, as 
well as loss of moral character; and the nation 
will suffer degredation and debasement, by the 
frauds which the Government will be privy to, in 
improvidently trusting to the care of their agents, 
selected from among them, for their probity and 
worth, the public money. Here. again, said Mr. 
S. you see developed Federal principles; the people 
are incapable of taking care of themselves; a 
standing army,and sedilion Jaw, were. necessary 
to secure their persons, against their worst enemies, 
themselves; their money can only be secured, and 
safely kept for them, by that class of men who 
were said by Colonel Hamilton to be the only 
firm supporters of Government, the wealthy. . 


But, Mr. S. said, he desired to know what there 
was in banks that made men more honest, than 
when administering a Government of their own 
choice, and formed .by themselves for their own 
benefit. If we may judge from what has lately trans- 
pired in relation to the banks, they are perfect 
schools of corruption; perjury is but a common 
occurrence with the bank officers, to cover up, 
and secrete their frauds committed upon the people; 


a melancholy scene of mortality. 


and in confirmation of this, Mr. S. said he would 
read an extract from a Boston paper: 

‘ We find that the banks, in every quarter of 
the Union, have become the subject of -anxiety to 
their State Legislatures. In Massachusetts, the ont 
and out bankruptcy of some six or seven of the 
city banks, has forced an investigation into the 
arcana of the corporations upon the Federal party. 
Rantoul, the bold and eloquent champion of De- 
mocracy in that Federal Legislature, pressed im- 
quiry with such viger that it could not be resisted. 
The opening of the charnel houses has presented 
It is found that 
the empty vaults are the mere receptacles of some 
defunct, worm eaten notes of hand, which, alas! 
are as inconvertible as the shin-plaster then re- 
presenting them in exchange, which are but so 


‘many poor ghosts “ visiting the glimpses of the 


moon.” But the worst is found on the books. A 
friend writes us from Boston: “Among other dis- 
graceful disclosures concerning the Franklin and 
Lafayette Banks before the legislative committee, 
still sitting, it appears that the cashier of the for- 
mer declared, under oath, that the returns made by 
the directors to the Government, were sworn to 
with a knowledge that they were false, and that 
they kept two sets of books to carry on the décep- 
tion.” - 

But said Mr. S. if one hundred thousand dol- 
lars of money in the hands of the officers of the 
General Government is corrupting, will it be less 
so, when added to the money of the bank? If so, 
upon what principle isit? The gentleman has not 
condescended to tell us. 

Mr. S. said, one objection made to the bill is, 
that if the public dues are all collected in gold and 
silver it will distress the banks, becaus2 they will 
be required to keep on hand specie to pay their 
bills to the amount of the public revenue, as those who 
are indebted to Government willhave their bills, and 
demand the specie to pay the Government. Well, 
great concern has been manifested for the people; 
they were going to suffer if the bill passed. But here 
itis not difficult to understand who are meant by 
the people; the banks are meant to be designated as 


‘the people. That the banks will complain, no one 


doubted. The reason is quite obvious: if they are 
obliged to keep more specie, and issue less bills, 
their profits, of course, wil! be Jess, and nothing 
but complaint would be expected of them.. But 


will the people, who are not bankers, complain be- , 


cause the banks are obliged to keep, what they pro- 
mise, specie to pay their bills when demanded? If, 
then, by collecting the public dues in specie, it will 
have the effect to compel the banks to be prepared 
to pay their bills in specie, it is a good feature in 
the bill. The people will have the benefit of it, 
and this is what disturbs the opponents of the bill; 
their people are the banks. 

Mr. S. said he shouid trouble the Senate with 
but few remarks upon the currency, as it had, toa 
considerabie extent, been involved in the preceding 
discussion upon the unfitness of banks as deposito- 
ries of the public money. Money or currency is 
an attribute of sovereignty. All Governments, said 
Mr. S. as far as his knowledge extended, had not 
only found it necessary, but had considered it a 
cardinal duty, to provide and take care of it, as 
much, and even more so, than weights and mea- 
sures. Money is the standard of value; it measures 
the value of all properiy, as much as weights as- 
certain the quantity; and if the standard of value is 
defective, those who use it suffer as much, and 
many times much more, than they would by the 
use of defective weights. Indeed, such importance 
is attributed to money in pclitical economy, that it 
is considered the life-blood of the body politic, am 
the sinews of war. . It would, therefore, seem to be 
of such importance to a nation, that it could not 
exist without it; and in war, the nation woul! be as 
impotent and powerless as its saldiers, who were to 
Sight its battles, would be without sinews and 
nerves. It is interwoven with all the business and 
concerns of society; every person is more or less 
affected by it, and feels a deep interest in it, wheth- 
er rich or poor, or whether he belongs to one class 
of people or another; it enters into almost every 
transaction of life, be its character what it may. 

Mr. S. said he thought all would agree that it is 
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| important it should spring from a pure.sou 


be unaffected with moral taint. “Js th 
furnished’ by banks under our present syste: 
this character? and can it be so? If iti 


mental principle in our Government, anid‘intended 
to be fully carried out, and strictly adhered ‘to in 
all our institutions and laws, that all ‘men should 
be placed politically. upon equal grounds, and left 
free to exercise their social rights; and whatever 
marred this equality might be looked upon as an 
excrescence or tumor upon the body politic, and a 
symptom of disease or unhealthiness in its instita- 
tions and laws. Titles of nobility, the principle 


of primogeniture, entailments, perpetuities, and 
every device to concentrate wealth -by 


law, and 
make.odious distinctions between men equal by 
nature ; the pernicious and deleterious effects of 
which, upon a free Government, were so well un- 
derstood. by our ancestors, that they not only 
wholly discarded them, bat made sich provisions 
as they deemed effectual to prevent. their introdue- 
tion in future; and to the end that all might be 
kept equal, as far as equal Jaws would have the 
effect, laws of distribution were made, to distribute 
equally the property of a deceased ancestor among 
the heirs, in accordance with strict principles of 
justice, and that-perpetuated wealth should not 
have an undue influence in making and maintain- 
ing such distinctions. And what do we find in the 
principles of banking? Why, sir, two of the most 
odious principles that could be incorporated into 
the institutions of a Republican Government— 
perpetuity and concentration of wealth; both are 
combined in banking. Although all the original 
parties to the corporation may be dead, yet the cor- 
poration is continued and kept alive, and perpeta- 
ated to the end of time, by new members being 
added. And the wealth of hundreds and thousands 
is brought together and concentrated, and may be 
wielded by one or two men, and brought to bear 
upon any portion of the community, in a political 
or any other point of view. And it is well known 
that they often enter the halls of the. legislatures, 
and are brought to bear upon legislative action, and 


‘ro mould it into such shape as shall suit their inte- 


test. 
true! 

Mr. S. said nobody ever denied the right or 
power of a State. until the banks came into ex- 
istence, nor were there any writers upon the sub- 
ject learned or wise enough to discover and bring 
to lighta different principle to regulate all such 
business as affected, and had.a bearing on, the 
public interest and welfare of the people generally, 
however private it might be in its nature and cha- 
racter, in such manner as to promote the general 
and public good. Although markets, grist-mills, 
ferries, provisions, and all otter articles sold in 
market, are private property, notwithstanding they 
are regulated by the Government, so as to prevent 
injuries accruing to purchasers by the sellers. But 
the banks, the illegitimate offspring, to say the 
ieast, of improvident Legislatures, have assumed a 
sovereign power, which overshadows the State 


As lamentable as this is, it is nevertheless 


sovereignty with the aid of their godfather, the 


Supreme Court of the United States, to whose 
paternal sympatnies, Mr. S. said, he should ask 
the indulgence of the Senate hereafter, while he 
could give thema passing notice. 

The banks now take a hostile attitude, convene 
their congress, hold a secret conclave, and bid 
defiance to the Government which gave them 
existence. And here, said Mr. S, he would read 
an extract from a New Orleans paper, as evidence 
of the defiance of the banks to the State Govern- 
ments to interfere with them in any way whatever: 

“The Legislature of Louisiana has under way a 
bill to reform the banks. Hs great feature is a 
superintending beard of commissioners, appointed 


160 


25ra Concs---2np SESS. 


x 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Making public officers depositaries—Mr. Smith. 


by the Legislature, to limit the circulation toa 
given amount above the cash on hand, and-to re- 
“port to the country the condition of the banks. 
Publication of this is to be made monthly. A 
leading bank paper in New Orleans laughs this to 
scorn, and says that the banks will submit to no 
legislative interference with their concerns. The 
Legislature of Indiana having appointed acommit- 
tee to inspect the condition of the State bank, the 
board of directors responded that examinations by 
committees of Legislatures are authorized neither 
by the charter, by good policy, nor by the interests 
of the State.” 

The contest now between the banks and Govern- 
ments, both State and General, is for power. It is to 
ascertain which has got to succumb. If the banks 
come. off victorious, the people have got to submit to 
take anduse their spurious money, and make it the 
-standard of value, though ıt be ever so capricious, 
at the pleasure of the banks, and to suit their 
interest, without regard to the public good. If we 
are brought to this, it is not difficult to predict the 
fate of our boasted land of liberty. 

Mr. S. said the unequal and unjust operations of 
banking, and from which the great mania for it 
arises, may easily be seen by paying a little, atten- 
tion to its principles. The Legislature incorporates 
and authorizes a company of men to issue their 
notes, without interest, and loan them to others as 
cash for their notes, with nearly seven per cent. n- 
terest. The one class is empowered to loan its cre- 
dit, while all others are prohibited loaning their 
credit, and compelled to pay the bankers for their 
credit. The one class gives no security for the per- 
formance of its promises to pay. The other class 
gives double and undoubted security for their per- 
formance. The deposites of money made in banks 
by individuals for safe-keeping, on which the banks 
pay no interest, is often much more than the whole 
capital of the bank. By the charters of the banks, 
they are allowed to issue their bills upon the 
strength of these deposits, to the amount of one 
hundred and fifty per cent. on all the money deposi- 
ted, and for which the holders of the bills have not 
the least security whatever; the deposits being Hable 
to be withdrawn at any time, at the will of the 
owner. This system of legislation has the same ef- 
fect upon the whole people, as it would have upon 
a single fainily, if the same principle was intro- 
duced by the head of it, and made the rule of action 
init. Jor instance, if a man had two sons, one he 
required to pay him two dollars a week for his 
board, and the other he paid two dollars a week for 
boarding with him; or one he paid ten dollars per 
month for his labor, and the other he required to 
pay him ten dollars per mouth for the privilege of 
laboring with him. How long, he would ask, 
would this family be kept together upon such prin- 
ciples; which would not be more unequal or unjust 
in their operations than the principles of banking. 

Mr. S. said he v as more astonished at the perii- 
nacily of the friends of the State bank system, in 
pressing with such zeal their claims upon the Go- 
vernment, to place confidence in, and give eredit 
to, a currency furnished by the State baoks, and 
with a professed object only of furnishing a good 
and sound currency for the people, when scarce a 
day. fails to bring us intelligence of some new 
and base fraud committed by officers. of banks, 
upon whom there seems to be no adeguate check, 
and, in many instances, attempted to be concealed 
by perjury of the most frightful character, clearly 
evincive, to his mind, of the danger of the system, 
in swindling and defrauding the people with a 
worthless bank paper, and, at the best, having only 
one specie dollar in thëir vaults to pay ten or fifteen 
paper dollars, which have been issued and imposed 
upon an unsuspecting and confiding public. When 
bank charters are granted, they are invariably 
upon the application, and too often hypocritical pe- 
titions, asking for it under a pretence that the pnb- 
lic interest requires it, when the sole object is to ad~ 
vance their own interest at the expense of the pub- 
lie; and if there was no other fraud and deception 
practised upon the people, who lool to the banks, 
as by the terms of the petition they supposed they 
had aright to, for a sound and healthy paper car- 
rency, than the taking from the vaults of the banks, 
and appropriating to the use of two or three direc- 


tors, who manage the bank, with little or no secu- 
rity, all the money belonging to it, and using it in 
large and hazardous speculations, and especially in 
provisions, by which means they are enabled to 
monopolise and govern the price of the most sub- 
stantial articles of consumption, and which is too 
often the cause of a scarcity in market, it would 
seem to be sufficient to induce every reflecting man 
to pause, ifhis object was what he proposed, to ac- 
commodate and benefit the people, before hè gave 
any further encouragement to a system so decep- 
tive, and so unlikely to furnish a sonnd and acces- 
sible paper medium; and as evidence of such prac- 


tices, he would read an extract from a Louisiana ` 


paper, and one from a Pennsylvania paper, a great 
many ef which might be adduced: 

“Phe Legislature of Louisiana commenced the searching ope 
ration ; and it is discovered at the threshold that the inmense 
discounts there, as at Boston, which have swallowed up the 
capita} ofthe banks, have been made to litle more than two 
dozen directors! We clip the following from this morning’s 
Balimore Republican: ‘From a long article from the New 
Oceans Bee, received by last night's è and which we 
Will give at length to-morrow, we Nave the starding fact ad- 
dueed as an evidence of the unjust system of bank favoritism 
pious in that city, that of the credits of eight banks which 
nad made a faithful retum of their s, seven millions of 
dollars had been distributed to twenty-nine commercial houses! 
And what adds to the enormity of this fact is, that these twenty- 
nine houses were composed af bank directors, What a com- 
mentary on the princip af Aterieno banking a the much 
vannted credit system V Extyaet froma Pen ia paper: 
The Lumbremen's Bank ar Warren, Pennsyt roken, 
caused, it às believed, by three or four of the stockholders ob- 
jeans to two hyadred thousand dollars, ¿ e. the whole 
pe 

Mr. §. said he had before alladed to the frightfal 
and unwelcome inroads which had been made upon 
the Constitution and primary law of our country, 
by the construction of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, given to the Constitution at different 
times, and made upon different parts of it; and 
what is very singnlar and worthy of consideration, 
all such constructions have been made in accord- 
ance with the principles of the federal party, as 
laid down by Alexander Hamilton, and ever since 
practised upon, and strictly adhered to, and aimed 
at, as far as layin the power of the party. Mr. S. 
said, if this construction is just, and such a one as 
to give effect and force to the Constitution, as jt 
was originally understood by the people, for whose 
benefit it was made, and was now adapted to their 
exigencies, he perhaps ought not to complain. 
Jul it was now too evident to admit of a doubt, in 
his opinion, that the decisions of the Court, which 
have given an entirely different character to our 
Government, and, in its operations under such con- 
structions, has so entirely demonstated its unfitness 
and want of adaptation to the interests and condi- 
tion of the people, that littheshazrd was run in say- 
ing that the people will sulanit to no such construc- 
tion of their chartered liberties, however high the 
source from whence it emanates, or however much 
they may revere the expounders of the Constitution, 

Mr. S. said he proposed now to explain and give 
his view of the construction given to that part of 
the Constitution which prohibited the States from 
passing any law “impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts,” under which construction, the banks and 
other corporations of a congenial nature, have 
come into existence, coaleseed, and taken a stand 
against the Government, and declared themselves 
independent of the Gavernment, and paramount to 
its authority. Jt now remains to be seen whether 
the people will submit to and confirm this con- 
struction; if so, the banks have become the Go- 
vernment; and the Constitution, so sacred in the 
estiination of the people, a mere guarantee of the 
bank oligarchy of our country. Itisa fundamen- 
fal-principie in every Government, where its powers 
are properly divided and distributed, that no Le- 
gislature, by its acts, can bind subyequent Legisla- 
tures, except so far as the State may consider it- 
sell bound in good faith to carry the acls of pre 
ceding Legislatures into effect. The importance 
of this principle in a Republican Government will 
be readily perceived, on adverting to the fact, that 
the true depositaries of the political power are the 
people, with whom it atall times rests, and by 
them can at all times be moulded into such 
shape as to suit their wants, and give full Scope 
to civil liberty, and to assure its enjoyment 
by the citizens to the full extent of its capacity. 

The legislators are but the agents of the people, 


with power from them not. to. contract away, sell, 
and dispose of this power, but. to exercise. it: tem- 
porarily daring the existence of their agency: only... 
for the benefit of the people, whom they represent, 
The Parliament of Great Britain can.repeal-any. | 
act passed by a preceding Parliament; and whether - 
the act: is public or private, it makes nö difference; 
it can repeal the one aswell as the other; and soa 
franchise granted by the King, as all charters ofin- 
corporation are granted by the King, may. at any 
time be taken away, or repealed, by. the Parlia- 
ment. This is admitted. by. the Supreme. Court 
of the United States, in the same case in Which 
they decide that the Legislature which grants them, 
cannot take them away; a passage from which Mr. 
S. said he would read, from the 4th vol. of Whea- 
ton’s reports, 643, case of Dartmouth College vs. 
Woodward: “According tothe theory of the British 
Constitution, their Parliament is omnipotent. To 
annul corporate rights might give a shock to pub- 
lic opinion, which their Government ‘has chosen to 
avoid; butits power is not questioned.” A, State is 
as sovereign and omnipotent as the British. Parlia- 
ment, except in so far as its power is taken away 
by the National Constitution. 

And here two questions arise upon that part of 
the Constitution of the General Goverament which 
prohibits the States. passing any law “impairing the 
obligation of contraets,” which, if decided against 
the people, gives to the political power of the States 
amore limited and circumscribed operation than 
that of Great Britain. The first question to be de- 
cided is, is the power: exercised by‘the Legislature, 
in passing an act of ‘incorporation and granting 
chartered privileges to a company, political power. 
The second question is, whether, if it is political 
power, a Legislature,. as such, has power to con- 
tract and grant it away absolutely, and beyond the 
control of the people, to whom it belongs, and for 
whose benefit it was reserved and kept in store, to 
be dealt out and applied as their necessities should 
require. It is admitted by the Supreme Court, in 
giving its opinion in the case above alluded to, that, 
if it is political power, and exercised as such by the 
Legislature in making the grant, that it is only an 
exercise of sovereign power of the State, which does 
not come within the prohibiting clause of the Con- 
stitution, and not a contract within the purview of 
the Constitulion. And, to settle and decide this 
question correctly, it' becomes necessary to ascer- 
tain what political power is. : 

The Court say, in giving their opinion in the be- 
fore mentioned case, that, “If the act of ineorpora- 
tion be a grant of political power—if it create. a 
civil institution, to be employed in the administra- 
tion of the Government, the subject is one in which 
the Legislature of the State may act, according to 
its own judgment, unrestrained by any limita- 
lion of its powers, imposed by the Constitution of 
the United States.—4 Wheaton, 630. 

Mr. S. said, with great deference to the opinion 
of the Supreme Court, he would ask, in granting a 
franchise, what other power than political does or 
can a Legislature exercise? If it is individual or 
personal power, any member of community may 
exercise il; but a Legislature, as such, cannot. Can 
a Legislature grant a privilege to any individual 
for his sole and only benefit, and without being 
the means of advancing the public interest gene- 
rally? No one will be bold enough. to assert this. 
Will any one pretend that the Legislature has 
power to grant to any mana privilege which others 
have not, and are not allowed to have; of tilling his 
farm in a different and more advantageous manner 
than others of the same class? And why not? 
Why, because the power wielded by the Legisla- 


‘ture can only he exercised for the benefit of the 


public, and not for the benefit of individuals; and 
this would be for the benefit of an individual only. 
The privileges, then, which the Legislature is autho- 
rized to bestow, are for the benefit of the public, 
the whole people, and not for one or more, to the 
exclusion of the others, except so far as those upon 
whom it is conferred may be used as instruments 
or agents to promote the public interest.’ The pub- 
lic interest must be the object of it, though indivi- 
duals may receive a benefit in the operation; or 
else the Legislature possesses no power. to bestow 
it, If this doctrine is correct, how can the Legisla- 
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ture grant a franchise to individuals to bank, 
and furnish a circulating medium or currency, 
which all admit is a sovereign attribute, without 
doing it for the benefit of the public? And, ifit is for 
the benefit of the public, itis so fara civil institution. 
And is not this the character given to it when the 
bank is granted? And do not those who petition 
and ask for the bank, and the Legislature, all treat 
it as such? 
granted by the Legislature? And are not those in- 
corporated treated as instruments only to promote 
the public interest? And, if so, is not the legisla- 
tive act strictly within the principle, as laid down 
by the court, in defining political power? If 
it isnot, it is difficult to perceive what political 
power is. Mr. S. said what he understood political 


power to be was nothing more than a portion of. 


individual rights and power surrendered to be ex- 
ercised by (he Government for the benefit of the 
whole, that the remaining part of their rights might 
be more effectually secured to them ; that the legis- 
laters were agents of the people only, to conduct 
the Governrnent machinery for them, which could 
be operated by political power alone. 

In giving a construction to the Constitution, a 
distinction is taken between a public and a private 
act of the Legislature, while no one ever contended 
that a public act was not liable at all times. to be 
repealed, however injuriously it might affect the in- 
terest of individuals. At the same time, it is con- 
tended that a private act, derived from the same 
source, conferred by the same power, and though 
it may affect injuriously, in a far less degree, the 
interest of those who receive its benefits, yet it can- 


not be repealed unless a power for that purpose was | 
And why not? | 


reserved when the act was passed. 
Because, say ihe advocates for the monopoly con- 


struction, that it is a contract of the persons in- 
corporated by the private act with the Legislature; | 


and, therefore no act can be passed impairing the 
obligation of contracts. Well, let us take a case 
for illustration, which is not of seldom occurrence 
in these days of vested rights, and see whether it is 
so. The Legislature pass an act offering a 
bounty to all silk-growers, of one dollar for 
each pound of raw silk they shall raise within 
twenty years. Under the inducements held out 
by this law, men go largely into the business, 
purchase suitable land, purchase and set out 
mulberry trees, establish expensive cocoonries, 
and Jay out many thousands of dollars. After 
succeeding well, and after the lapse of a few years, 
the people find that the profits are so great, that it 
is supplanting all other kinds of business, or, at 
least, the profits are allogether disproportioned by 
means of the bounty tu the profits of other busi- 
ness, and the Legislature. which actfor, and in 
obedience to the will of the people, repeal the law. 
Will any body doubt the power of the Legislature 
to repeal it?) At the same time, when the law was 
passed granting the bounty, a private act was 
passed by the same Legislature, incorporating a 
company to manufacture the raw silk into goods 
of various kinds; and this is found also by the pro- 
fits it yields to a wealthy company, who, by their 
chartered rights, have monopolized and engrossed 
the business, So as to trench upon the rights of in- 
dustrious, unincorporated individuals, in cutting 
down and curtailing their means of living. Bat 
this offensive monopoly or corporation cannot be 
reached, because it is a contract with the corpora- 
tors, selling and disposing of so much of the politi- 


cal power as materially to affect the rights of the | 


citizen, for whose benefit alone, and for whose pri- 
vate rights, the political power was created and re- 
served, to be used, from time to time, as their inte- 
rest should require, and in the same manner as 
when exercised in passing a public act for the 
same purpose—the benefit of the people. We 
historically know that the prohibiting clause in 
the Constitution was intended for no Jother pur- 
pose than to prevent Legislatures from interfer- 
ing with contracts fairly made between men 
and men in their private business, and annulling 
what individuals themselves had agreed to and con- 
summated in a contract. And what mind is there 
zo obtuse as not to be able to discover that by the 
plastic hand of the Supreme Court, this clause of 
the Constitution is converted into a machine to 


il 


And is if not on that ground that it is | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Making public officers depositarie:—-Mr. Smith. 3 : 


despoil the free. citizens of this country of their 
civil liberty, for the attainment of which their an- 
cestors sacrificed their treasure and blood, and 
transmitted it to them as a sacred heritage, believ- 
ing it would not be parted with, but with a sacrifice 
equal with that made to establish it. And what is 
not Jess humiliating, it places the citizens of the 
United States, in the enjoyment of civil liberty, far 
below the subjects of the King of England; for 
there it is not denied but an obnoxious franchise 
may atany time be taken away by Parliament. 
Mr. S. said, marriage contracts are constantly, not 
only impaired, but abrogated and cancelled by 
State Legislatures, and the parties to them wholly 
released from their obligations to each other by vir- 
tne of the marriage contract. And nobody ever 
denied the right of the Legislature to dissolve the 
contract. No: it is not denied by the Supreme 
Court, but is expressly admitted to be consistent 
with the constitutional provision, prohibiting Le- 
gislalive enactments “impairing the obligation 
of contracts.” And that every man may 
put a just estimate upon the opinions of the 


our sacred Constitution such consiruction as to 
build up a formidable moneyed aristocracy. which 
had already confidence enough in its own strength 
and power to bid defiance to the Government, and 
whose career thus far had-been marked by oppres- 
sion, corruption and perjury. Mr. S.said he would 
read the opinion of the Court, so far as it regarded 
marriage ccntracts, in the case of Dartmouth Col- 
lege, vs. Woodward, 4, Wheaton 629, where the 
doctrine of vested rights was fully discussed, and 
considered as settled against the rights of the Ameri- 
can people. Judge Marshall says, in delivering 
the opinion of the Court: “It never has been un- 
derstood to restrict ihe general right of the Legis’a- 
ture to legislate on the subject of divorces. These 
acts enable the same tribupal not to impair a mar- 
riage contract, but to liberate one of the parties, be- 
cause it has been broken by the other.” Judge 
Story says, page 695: “ A general Jaw regulating 
divorces from the contract of marriage, like a law 
regulating remedies in other cases of breaches of 
contracts, is not necessarily a law impairing the 
obligations of such a contract. It may be the only 
effectual mode of enforcing the obligations of the 
contract on both sides.” 

Then, said Mr. S. we are thus enlightened by 
the learning and wisdom of our boasted Supreme 
Court. The only effectual way of enforcing a 
marriage contract may be to dissolve it, or to 
liberate one of the parties, because it has been 
broken by the other. This, said Mr. S. he must 
confess was a new way of enforcing the obliga- 
tions of a contract without impairing it, to cut 
the ligaments, absolve the parties from all obliga- 
tion imposed by the marriage contract, leaving the 
parties where they were before the contract was 
made. Ifthe true and only reason which can be 
given, for the exception in the case of marriage 
contracts, had been given by the court, it would 
have prostrated the entire fabric, which had been 
conceived in the imagination of the court, and 
confirmed the only reasonable construction that 
can be given to the Constitution ; that is, that the 
marriage contract is of civil institution, consum- 
mated by the sovereign act of the State, and for 
governmental purposes ; which was never intended 
to be interfered with, when that provision was in- 
troduced into the Constitution. And such is the 
character of the banks ; they have their origin in the 
sovereign acts of the State, and for the purpose of 
promoting the public interest, and not that of indi- 
viduals; both stand precisely upon the same ground. 

he great and fundamental principie in our Go- 
vernment, that every Legislature should be left 
free to act for the benefit of the people, as the con- 
dition of society, and the circumstances of the peo- 
ple, may require, is founded in the fact, that all 
pohtical power is vested in the people; and ihat it 
is to be used and applied as it may be wanted, but 
not to be disposed of or placed beyond thcir reach, 
by any bargains or contracts to be made by their 
agents, the legislators, is evidenced by the fact, 
these Legislatures cannot alter, enlarge, or con- 
tract the political power as prescribed by the Con- 
stitution; but to do this, the people are to be called 


erudite judges of the Supreme Court, in giving to ` 


upon to act in the primary- capacity; who 
the power to make suchwalteration as they ma’ 
lt is said by the court in the above: 

a salary is stipulated to be given. to an 
the Government, for a certain time, tha 
contraet, and may be enforced. If 
the Legislature possesses the “power to make 
judges of the courts independent of the people, by. 
contract with them, why make: provision in the. 
Constitution for the tenure. of the judicial officer, ® 
that they shall hold it during good behavior, -or 
for any other term of time? ` And ‘why do those fa- 
vorable to this principle, hold“ on -to. it- with 
such tenacity, when it is. once incorporated 
in the Constitution?’ If this. principle is cor- 
rect, it follows, that unless you “have guarded 
against it in your Constitution, all your offices, of 
every character, may be disposed of for ever, and 
the people are bound by it, whether they have been 
betrayed into the hands of a set-of tyrants, knaves, 
or fools. This would harmonise. with the princi- 
ples of that Government which was the idol of 
Colonel Hamilton, and which, with all its. faults, 
he thought the most perfect Government on earth © 
—that is, the British Government. There the po- 
litical power is all vested in the Parliament, and 
none in the people: of course the Parliament. can 
dispose of it at its pleasure. Were the people in 
that country ever called. upon in their primary. ca- 
pacify to alter their Constitution, to extend. or 
abridge their political power? Certainly not; and 
why? Because the people have nothing to do. with 
it; it was all usurped, and taken away from them 
by the Government; the people, in their estimation, 
being incapable of using it. We are brought to 
the conclusion, then, that Legislatures, as such, have 
no pewer to convert and dispose of the political 
power, but to use it temporarily during their agen- 
cy, and so by the next Legislature succeeding them, 
to be used inthe same manner. Their agency is 
of the same character, so far as it regards the po- 
litical power, as that of an individual employed in 
the business of another to do his work on the 
farm, in the mechanic’s shop, or in the manufac- 
turing establishment. The employment does not 
give the agent the power to dispose of the proper- 
ty. Itis said by the court in the same case, these 
Legislatures may dispose of land belonging to the 
State, and therefore may dispose of offices, fran- 
chises, ete. This does not follow. Land is tan- 
gible and transferrable property, and. the nature 
and object of it is to be sold and transferred, and 
Legislatures are al ways considered the proper agents 
for that purpose. 

Mr. S. said that a United States Bank was not 
lost sight of by the Opposition; they were cherishing 
the hope that one would be chartered, and beeome the 
fiscal agent of the Government. He should not 
at this, or any other time, take into consideration 
the expediency ef such a measure, until Congress 
should admit its constitutionality, which he was 
not prepared to believe would take place very soon. 

Mr. S. said he was wholly satisfied, that no pow- 
er either was, or intended to be, vested in Congress 
to establish a bank, and to maintain that position, 
such remarks as he should be indulged in making 
on the subject, would be directed. It has been said, 
that the constiutionality of-a- bank ought now to be 
considered no longer doubtful, inasmuch as Pre- 
sident Washington, after the Constitution was 
adopted, gave his sanction to u, by confirming 
the act of Congress, granting the first charter of 
a bank. But we know historically, and a recur- 
rence to the journals of Congress will show it, 
that General Washington hesitated long be- 
fore he would give his assent to the charter; 
and we have the best of reasons for beliey. 
ing that it was the extreme anxiety he felt. for the 
welfare of his country at that critical juncture? that 
induced him to sign the act at the time; and how 
far, if at all,he was influenced by the powerful and 
delusive reasoning of Hamilton, who was bent on 
taking the first opportunity to engraft new powers 
by construction cn the Constitution, is not known, 
But for want of money to discharge the debts of the 
Government, which had been contracted in esta- 
blishing our independence, he believed the people 
would be so far dissatisfied, under the then extreme 
“embarrassment of the country, with the necessary 
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‘axes and burthens which they would have to-bear, 


that the chartering of the bank ‘would be productive | 


of the least danger to the Government. Andit was 
therefore a choice of evils, and nota belief in the 
full and perfect constitutionality of the act, that in. 
duced him to sign the act granting the charter. Mr. 
Madison was clear in the opinion that the bank was 
unconstitutional, and he ought: to have known 
whether those. who gave existence to the instru- 
ment at that timé so understood it, and he did 
know that they understood that no power was vest- 
ed in Congress to establish a bank; and we histori- 
cally: know the fact, as well as we know that General 
Washington was President of the United States. 
And if there was a fact to be proved now, without 
looking into the Constitution to know, by construc- 
tion, whether the power was to be vested in Con- 
gress, would any one say that such power was 
intended to be given? No one, he was confident; 
and yet we are gravely set to work to ascertain 
whether that wise and intelligent body of men who 
penned the Constitution did not intend to. incorpo- 
rate in that instrument that power. “We are well 
a@wured that Mr. Madison only yielded his- opinion 
to what he supposed to be the voice of the -pédple, 
(a eardinal principle never to be overlooked by the 
Democracy,) who was probably moved at that 
juncture by the same impulse that General Wash- 
ington was when he gave his assent to it; that j 
necessity or a choice of evils, and not by the consi- 
deration of its strict constitutionality, General 
‘Washington’s opinion was finally in favor of, the 
bank, Mr. Madison’s opinion was once in favor of 
and once against it, and General Jackson’s opinion 
was against it; two decisions were in favor of and 
two against it. From that source, therefore, no 
aid is to be derived by precedent or by force 
of opinion. But Congress is not bound by pre- 
cedent, or constrained to act upon it. So far 
from it, it is bound to respect the will of the people 
wheu it is called upon by them to act in its ic- 
gislative capacity; and it is, upon every prine 
ciple, at liberty to construe the Constitution as 
it is understood by it, independent of the opinions 
of preceding Congresses, which undoubtedly put 
such construction upon it, as it supposed was just 
and proper at that time. Nor is Congress bound 
to follow the construction given to it by the Supreme 
Court: they are co-ardinate branches of the Govern- 
ment; each branch is independent of the other in 
its construction of the Constitution, as it isin all 
other official acts; and cach branch of the Govern- 
ment is bound by oath to construe it as it is under- 
stood by it. Although party considerations proba- 
bly had no influence with the court in giving the 
construction to the Constitution, yet no one expects 
well settled political principles to slumber in the 
mind of any patriot, however erroneous they may 
be, without being awakened, when, in the exerci 
vof an official duty, he believes one course taken by 
him will prejudice the interests of his country, 
while the other, if taken, will advance its interests; 
and such high and honorable motives may be 
ascribed to those high judicial fanctionaries, while 
those opposed to them in political principles, with 
the same sincerity and honerable motives, may be 
pertnitted to impugn the correctness of their con- 
struction, without doing injustice to the feelings of 
either, or infringing or invading their rights. 

Mr. S. said, as important as all readily admit 
the currency of a nation to be, there seems to be 
too much difficulty to determine in what part of the 
Constitution the power lies, to entitie it to much 
eredit, to incorporate a banking company, with 
power to manufacture paper money at their plea- 
sure, and to suit their private intcrest. Some have 
attempted to locate it in that part of the Constitu- 
tion which authorizes Congress to “coin money, re- 
gulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin,” ete. 
There is an obvious distinction between such 
means as are incidental to the express power which 
follows as a corollary from it, and sach as may be 
arbitrarily assumed as convenient to execute the 
express power, or brought to its aid under a pretext 
of necessity. The power of coining money m- 
plies the power of esiablishing a Mint, “The power 
of levying and collecting taxes implies the power 
of regulating the mode of assessment and collec- 

; lion; and appointing proper officers ‘to accomplish 


the same; but to cola money, ete. does. nut imply. 


the power of establishing. à banking corporation to 
make paper. money, which is no where recognised 
in the Constitution, but was expressly. rejected 
when the Constitution was framed: Such a con- 
struction would he more. forced than to say it im- 
plies a power to incorporate a company of miners; 
“because. Congress is empowered to coin money, 
inasmuch. as, the manner in which it shall 
be done is not expressed; and to search. after 


the hidden treasures of the earth, and with 


power .to coin ali the money, and. regulate 
the value thereof, and thereby to place that impor- 
tant power, expressly granted to Congress, and- to 
be exercised by it alone, beyond the control of the 
people, and even beyond the control af Congress; 
to be carried on by a few individuals, as shall suit 
their private interests, disregarding entirely that of 
the people; and the entire welfare of the public, in 
relation to the constitational currency, made to de- 
pend upon the whim, caprice, interest, or political 
plans of these few individuals, to whem this power 
is delegated by Congress. Others, with more spe- 
ciousness, have attempted to find an implied power 
to establish a bank, growing out of the express 
power granted to Congress “to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian tribes.” Mr. 8, said it would, 
in his opinion, do much less violence to the phrase- 
ology used in constituting this power, and the ge- 
neral sense expressed by it, than it does to attempt 
to imply the power from the express power to coin 
money, &e. To regulate commerce, signifies to 
subject commerce, already in existence by the crea- 
tion of others, to rales or restrictions. 'Yo create 
a bank, requires capital, and requires that capital 
to be actively engaged; and if Congress may so 
regulate commerce, engage actively in it, em- 
ploy capital, and carry it on, where is the 
limit to i? When it incorporates a bank- 
ing company to furnish the capital to merchants 
and others engaged in business, what stretch of 
power beyond this does it reqnire to enable the Go- 
vernment, with this same capital, to buy ships, and 
employ hands on board of them, and to purchase 
cargoes to Joad the ships with, and thus become 
competitors with individuals in all the business of 
our country: send our ships to the Indies, and en- 
gage in the whaling business, and all other profita- 
ble business of the world; establish manufactories, 
as wares are subjects of merchandise. And why 
not manufacture all articles from which a profit 
may be derived. as well as one article only, paper 
money, which is as much an article of trade as 
cloths, and varies nearly or quite as mneh in its 
value? Batifthe Government docs not choose to 
enter actively into basmess itself, it can incorpo- 
rate a company, and give it the benefit of the trade; 
the great body of the people will be no more de- 
prived of their nataral or social rights, or deprived 
of the profits of business which appropriately be- 
Jong to them, than they are in banking, nor will 
the profits he larger or more valuable to the citi- 
zeas. To be consistent, Mr. 8, said, he thought 
the Government was as much bound to do this as 
to incorporate a banking company. It has incor- 
porated, or proposes te, one company to manufac- 
tore the curreney, and, on the same principle, it 
ought to incorporate another company to merehan- 
dise, and another to manufactare the goods, ano- 
ther, with as much propriety and justice, to raise 
the produce on our farms, One is no more unrea- 
sonable and no more unauthorized that the other. 
Mr. S. said he was sure no Senator coukl rea- 
sonadly claim, that if Congress has the power to 
separate the incident from the principle, to separate 
the implied power, growing out of the express 
power, and dispose of these to individuals, and 
cheat the people and Congress of the power, and 
piace it beyond the control of either, that Congress 
has not the same power to dispose of the principal, 
or express power, that it has to dispose of the inci- 
dent, or implied power. There is nothing in the 
nature of an implied power, that gives Congress 
auy more power over it, to dispose cf it, than there 
is inan express power. If they are powers derived 
from the same source, it is no matier whether they 
are express or implied; they are to be exercised in 


the same way, and for the same purpose. There | 


can be no-doubt, then, said Mr. 8, if be-was.-cor- 
rect, but if Congress has:the power to incorporate a 
company to carry out the implied. powers, it has the 
same right to incorporate a company- to carry.into 
effect the express powers. “Well, admitting. this. t 
be correct, what would be ‘the condition. of the 
people and their:Government? ‘Their. agents, sè- 
lected for their fidelity to manage the Government 
for them, have bartered it away, and transferred 
the power conferred on.them-for that purpose, and 
by the barter and transfer haye given their new 
agents the character of master, instead. of servant, 
which was the appropriate character. when elected 
by the people. Congress, then, will have granted 
the power to coin money, and to-a corporation; the 
power to regulate commerce, construed to mean to 
carry on commerce to another company; to de- 
clare war to another company, and to furnish mate- 
rials forcarrying it on, to another company; to Hx the 
standard of weights and measures to another com- 
pany, and to build our ships ete. to another company. 
If Congress possesses the.same. power to incor- 
porafe a company to manufacture . weights and 
measures, that it does to incorporate a company 
to manufacture the currency, what more impro- 
priety or injustice would there be to the people? 
The people would-not suffer as much by it, even if 
the weights and measures were to increase and 
diminish with the interest of the manufacturer, 
when he bought and sold as much as. the bank 
bills do; because much more property. can be dis- 
posed of, passed from hand to hand. without 
weighing or measuring, than. there-can be without 
money. And what would the people think, and 
what would they say to their servants, if they were 
to incorporate a company- of men, with the exclu- 
sive privilege of manufacturing all the weights 
and measures of the country, and of using them 
in theirown way; and at their pleasure to dispose 
of them, or withhold them; and to make them larger 
when they bonght, and smaller when they sold; 
compelling the people to depend on the company 
for them, and must either buy of them at their 
prices and on their terms, or go without? The 
effect on the interest of the people, if the exclusive 
right being given to an incorporated company to 
manufacture the currency, in. accordance with 
their own interest is the same, and more deleteri- 
ous if possible... as eho 
Toraiseand support armies, would-be necesarily 
implied under the power to.declare war; war could 
not be carried on without this power, itis a.means 
of accomplishing an end; that is to maintain war; 
but the. means, as well as the end are here ex- 
pressed. If the convention which formed the Con- 
stitution, had intended to have given such means 
as banking to accomplish an end, as is contended 
for, so remote as the end and the means are from 
each other, would it not have been much more 
likely to express the means to be employed than in 
some others, between which there was much more 
affinity, and when it must have been implied by 
necessily, and when the means were absolutely 
necessary to accomplish the end? The power 
vested in Congress “ to make all laws which shall 
be necessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested 
by the Constitution in the Government of the 
Uniied States, or in any department or office there- 
of,” has some times been selected, as the. source 
from whence the authority is derived to establish a 
bank. This clause of the Constitution, Mr, S. 
said, did not enlarge the powers already granted; it 
neither did, or was intended to add to their powers. 
Congress would have possessed this. power, ne- 
cessarily, as much without this clause as with. it; 
it is declaratory merely ; to make all such laws as 
should be necessary to give full force and effect to 
the Constitution would be a necessary consequence; 
for without the right to. enjoy the benefit of the 
constitutional power, as they are given, the Consti- 
tation would be wholly useless. But if we do not 
pervert the language made use of to indicate the 
laws to be made under the above power, it is quite 
certain that no authority: will be found in that part 
of the Constitution to establish a bank: : What-do 
we understand. by the words “ necessary and pto- 
per?” Why,-sir, not only that the Jaw, to be 
made shall be adapted, fit, proper, and apposite, 
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but that it shall be necessary, that is, the law is 
indispensable; that cannot be otherwise, without 
preventing the purpose intended; and though we 
may admit that the word, necessary, is sometimes, 
thongh seldom, used in a more relaxed. sense, this 
is the general sense in which itis used. If, then, 
a bank is indispensable to the regulation of com- 
merce, there might seem to be some excuse for 
exercising the power. But no one will pretend that 
commerce cannot be regulated without a bank; 
and, therefore, a bank is not necessary, or, in other 
words, indispensable; nor is it, in ils nature, a regu- 
later of commerce, but an auxiliary to commerce. 


But what may be supposed to have been under- 


stood by the convention when the Constitution was 
framed, by “making all laws necessary,” &c. what 
would be understood now, by all men of common 
sense? Why, sir, every man would suppose that 
it meant a common and ordinary Jaw; such an one, 
as is required to be published and placed in your 
statute book among the general.and public laws, 
and such as all citizens are bound to take notice of; 


and which are at all times under the control of the. 


people, subject to be altered, modified, or repealed, 
as their interest should require; not a private con- 
tract with one or more individuals, which derives 
no force or efficacy from being published, but is 
perfected like every other contract between two or 
more individuals, affecting nobody but the contract- 
ing parties, and which the public, by the construc- 
tion of the court, has no interest in, or concern 
with; and which is designed to empower the indivi- 
duals incorporated to accumulate wealth and riches, 
while all others are strictly prohibited and forbid- 
den the enjoyment of the same-privileges, and not 
only so, but compelled to contribute their proportion 
towards enriching these specially privileged above 
all the rest. Suggest to the mind of any man that 
a law was to be made for any purpose, and would 
the idea flash upon his mind that that law wasto be 
a contract in which the publie generally was not 
concerned? Certainly not. i 
It is possible we may derive: some aid in giving 
a correct construction to the. word necessary, as 
used in the Constitution, by recurring to some ordi- | 
nary transaction among individuals, where a right 
is implied, and limited by necessity. We shall’ 
then be likely to get the idea ordinarily designated 
by the word We will suppose the following case, 
and see whether such construction as has been 
given in similar cases, and as probably would be 
again should it occur, will not shed some light on 
this constitutional provision: One man sells a piece 
of land to another, surrounded entirely and en- 
closed by his own land, without giving any express 
right in the deed to the grantee to cross his land to 
go there, which he had conveyed. To occupy and 
enjoy the land, it is necessary that the grantee should 
have ingress and egress; and, without it, the con- 
veyance would be wholly nugatory, and could not 
be enjoyed by him, any more than it could if he 
did not ownit. Mr 8 said there would be an im- 
plied right to pass over the grantor’s land, as being 
necessary to the enjoyment of. the land, and to give 
effect to the deed. Bat suppose the Jand, when 
conveyed, was open and accessible on one side, but 
very inconvenient, and the distance to get on to it 
would be several miles, while to cross the grantor's 
land would be very.convenient, and the distance 
but a few rods : would any one suppose the grantee 
could have a right to pass over the grantor’s land? 
Certainly not.’ And why not? Because the land 
could be enjoyed, though imperfectly and to a 
great disadvantage, as itwas conveyed. It will, 
therefore, be seen, that if this position is correct; 
that if means, though imperfect, are given to the 
enjoyment of the express power, that every means 
may not be resorted to as necessary to give the 
greatest degree of enjoyment that the subject is ca- 
pable of; but it mnst be taken with its imperfec- 
tions, and no implication necessarily arises to make 
it more perfect. Mr. S. said. he desired to learn by 
what principle or power it is that Congress dele- 
gates the power to others; and, independent of 
these, from whom, and to whom, the power to 
grant a bank, if such exists, emanates? Is there 
any other instance, and if so, where is it, in which 


the power delegated by the people, to be exercise 


for their benefit, without- express power given for 
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again delegated? He knew of none. Executive 


officers, under authority given for that purpose, . 


may call to their aid others to assist-them in exe- 
culing thelaws;, but cau legislative officers, or agents 
of the people, transfer their powers, which are person- 
al trusts, and discharge themselves from the respon- 
sibility created by the acceptance of the trust from the 
people, to whose personal ability and known fitness 
alone, they locked for a faithful performance of it? 
Eut for the purpose of seeing what the principle 
would lead to, when fully carried out in practice, 
admit there is no doubt but Congress hasthe power 
to incorporate a banking company, and make it 
independent of the people and of the Government; 
and. this to be done by their legislative powers, re- 
ceived at the hands of the people. It will proba- 

bly not be denied that, if the legislators can dis- 
pose of part of their power, they can upon the 
same principle, dispose of the whole. Suppose, 
then, that some important measure is designed to 
be carried in Congress, and the people select their 
representatives with that view; but the representa- 

tives think proper to barter away their trusts to 
others, whom the people know nothing about, and 
are adverse to them in their views of the subject, 

to settle and legislate upon which the representa- 
tives had been particularly elected; but by this 

subterfuge, the people are cheated and defrauded 

out of their rights. And whether the business to` 
be performed by the representatives is ordinary 

or extraordinary, the principle is the same, and 

the fraud is as great upon the people as far as 

it affects their interest and rights. 

Suppose the judges of the courts, who are ap- 
pointed to the important station for their talents, 
learning, and peculiar fitness for the place, dele- 
gats their powers to others, without regard to the 
choice or rights of the people, and create a new 
court at their pleasure. Is there any thing more 
revolting in this, or would it be more unexpected, or 
unjustto the people, than for the Legislatures to 
delegate thejr powers, and create an odious mo- 
nopoly, and an oppressive banking institution, sub 
verting the fundamental principles of their Go- 
vernment, and reducing them to the domination of 
a power, the people had. freely spilt their blood to 
avert? 

Ls 


f INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. BROWN, 


Or NoRrTH CAROLINA, 

In Senate, February 23, 1838—Upon the bill “ to 
impose additional duties as depositaries, upon 
certain public officers, to appoint Receivers Ge- 
neral of public money, and to regulate the sefe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
moneys of the United States.” 

Mr. BROWN said, when the important mea- 
sure, which was then before them, had, on a for- 
mer occasion, been presented for their considera- 
tion, he had then availed himself of the indulgence 
of the Senate, to submit the reasons, which in- 
fluenced his course, in regard to it. The debate, 
on the occasion that he referred to, had been dis- 
tinguished, as well by the decorum and dignity, 
with which it had been conducted, as by that ex- 
hibition of high intellectual powers, which it had 
called forth, on both sides of the question. In 
rising, to address them again, he was very sensible 
of his inadequacy to do justice to a subject so 
weighty in its consequences, and of such vast ex- 
tent, that it more and more expanded on the 
“ mind’s eye,” as we progressed in its investiga- 
tion. A subject, involving, in his opmion, an 
issue of no less importance, than the continuance 
of the right of the people of this country to self- 
government, and the maintenance of our republi- 
can institutions. With this solemn conviction on 


his mind, feeble as he deemed his own abilities, he 
was emboldened to enter the lists of debate, cto~ 


grapple with the strong, and to do baitle, under £ 
banner consecrated by the principles of free go- 
vernment, with what skill he might, and with what 
power he could. ; 

He should do injustice to his own feelings, if he 
omitted to express the satisfaction, which he had 


that purpose, that the power so delegated can be Hp 


derived, from listening to the able and eloquent 
address of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN], in 
support of the. measure before. them, It was a 
noble defence. of a noble cause, and one which 
reflected net less honor on the, ancient State of 
North Carolina, which gave him birth, than the 
young, powerful, and. vigorous Commonwealth. 
which he now so honorably represents, in this body. 
I tender him, for it, the homage. of my sincere 
thanks; and feel confident, if the citizens of his 
native State could have heard his able defence of 


-their Jong-cherished principles, that it would have 


met from the great body of them, a warm and 
hearty response. f 

If, said Mr. B. the present Administration, and 
its friends, had loved place more, and Rome less ; 
if they had looked more to considerations of a 
character, merely selfish, and less to the high and 
honorable dictates of elevated public duty ; if they 
had have bowed down in abject homage to the 
banking interests of the country, and had consented 
to acknowledge their mastery over the Govern- 
ment, and the public will itself, then, most proba- 
bly, many denunciations, that had been heard 
against them, would have been spared, and their 
path would have been less beset with difficulties, 
than at present. In great emergencies, the path whieh 
patriotism and public duty point to, is often difficult 
and rugged to tread, while that of a contrary 
character is more inviting, from its smooth and 
more alluring track. Those who were now acting 


„as the public agents, in administering the ‘(Govérn- 


ment, had chosen, in this great crisis, the more 
stern and rugged, but the more honorable, path of 
patriotism and official duty. They were endea- 
voring to raise the standard of patriotism and 
love of country, above the mere mercenary consi- 
derations of banks and banking interests. Their 
measures tended to reinstate that ancient and noble 
spirit of liberty, which, when its principles were 
endangered, scorned to calculate consequences by 
the sordid rule of dollars and cents. He honored 
sentiments such as these. He would stand by those 
who supported them, and was ready to share the 
same political fate with them, whatever it might 
be. The country would stand by them, unless the 
period had arrived when liberty had fallen from 
her “high estateg?.and. the more sordid considera- 
tions of gain had triumphed over the more noble 
principles of our nathre. i is 

Two great political parties, said Mr. B.—one. of 
them, occasionally, assuming different names—-had 
divided the people of this country, from the period 
when the convention which framed the present Fe- 
deral Constitution had assembled. Some. of the 
leading members of that convention, who were sub- 
sequently called Federalists, entertained strong 
doubts of the capacity of men to govern themselves, 
and were in favor of conferring powers on the Fe- 
deral Government, entirely at variance with a po- 
pular form, and which would have made it essen- 
lially a monarchy. 

Ever distrusting either the honesty or intelli- 
gence of the people, or both, they believed that they 
could be. governed either by fraud or force alone. 
The Republican party, which constituted the other 
great division, believed in the entire competency of 
men to govern themselves. They believed that the 
great majority of the people possessed a native 
sense of justice, which made them honest, and that 
they had intelligence encugh to carry out into prac- 
tice its virtuous impulses, in the management of 
public affairs. These leading characteristics, then, 
existing between the two great parties, and sepa- 
rating them by a line plain and broad, had been 
perceptible on all the important publie questions 
which had, from that time to this, agitated the coun- 
try. On the one hand, doubts and distrust, of the 
people; on the other, confidence and an entire be- 
lief that they not only wished to do right, but had 
intelligence enough to know and pursue what, was 
right. 

X o sooner had the Federal Constitution gone into 
operation, than the leading members of the Federal 
party, with that tact, address, and activity, which 
had ever distinguished it in all its mutations, and 
onder every variety. of name, sought to gain for 
the Government, in its practical administration, all 
that power which they had failed to impart to it in 
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its written Constitution. In support of what he had 
said, as to the views and designs entertained by the 
Jeading members of that party, he begged permis- 
sion to read a passage from the memoirs of Mr. 
Jefferson, in which he comments on the tendéncy 
and effect of the financial system proposed by Gen. 
Hamilton in seventeen hundred and ninety-one, 
who was then Secretary of the Treasury. He says 
on that subject: 

“j know well, and so must be understood, that nothing like 
a majority in Congress had yielded to this corruption. Far 
from il; but a division, not very unequal, had already taken 
Place in the honest part of that body, between the parties 
styled Republican and Federal, The latter, being monzrchists 


in principle, adhered to Hamilton, of course, as their leader in 
that principle; and this mercenary phalanx added to them, in- 


sured him always a majority in both houses; so that the whole - 


action of ihe Legislature was now under the direction of the 
Treasury. Still the machine was not complete. The effect of 
the funding system and of the assumptiun would be tempo- 
rary, it would be lost, with the loss of the individual members 
whom it had enriched, and some engine of influence more per- 
manent must be contrived, while these myxmidons were yet in 
place, to carry it through all opposition. This engine was 
the Bank of the United States, All that history is known, s0 
I shall say nothing about it. While the Government remained 
at Philadolphia, a selection of members of both Houses were 
constantly kept as directors, who, on every question intèrest 


ing to that institution, or to the views of the Federal head, 
Voted atthe wil! of that head, and together with the stockhold- 
ang members, could always make the Federal vote that of the 
majority. By this combination, legislative expositions were 
given to the Constitution, and all the administrattce laws 
were shaped to the model of England, and so passed. And 
from this Iniluence we were not relieved until the removal irom 
the precints ofthe bank to Washington.” 


Here, said Mr. B. we have sketched, with a pen- 
cil of light, the motives and causes which gave rise 
to that first fatal departure of our Government from 
the principles and theory of its written Constitution, 
and which, so far as the machinery of the entire 
paper system could influence its action, had been 
verging nearer and nearer the British model spoken 
of ever since its origin, unless when checked in its 
tendency by the resistance of Republican adminis- 
trations. The liberties of the country, and its free 
institutions, were now literally groaning beneath the 
accumulated weight of banking monopolies. The 
prediction, so exultingly uttered by the younger Pit, 
many years ago, that the funding and paper system 
would prove fatal to our Republic, seems to be on 
the point of being realized. The measure proposed 
by the friends of the Administration, is the only one 
which can reclaim our original constitutional rights, 
stay the march of this mighty inundation of bank 
power and influence, and save the free institutions 
of the country from being overwhelmed, in its rapid 
and almost resistless progress. ‘The main objection, 
which had been urged by those opposed to it, par- 
took of that distinctive character, jealousy and dis- 
trust of the people, which he had shown as belong- 
ing to one of the political parties in this country, in 
its origin, and in all its subsequent changes. It 
was an objection, which, by denying the existence 
of sufficient honesty and intelligence to the citizens 
of this country to execute its financial affairs, without 
the intervention of banking corporations, went to 
the competency of the people to govern themselves. The 
great argument on which the capacity of the people 
to govern themselves rests, is their supposed hones- 
ty and intelligence. If public officers cannot be 
selected from the great mass of our citizens, who 
are both faithful and capable, then it would seem 
to follow, as a necessary consequence,from this ar- 
gument, mainly relied on by gentlemen in opposi- 
tion, that the country was destitute of those viriues, 
and of that intelligence, indispensable to enable its 
citizens to govern themselves. It could not fail, 
therefore, to aitract our attention,that this main ob- 
jection had its origin in the earliest division of par- 
ties in this country, founded on a distrust of the 
people, and had, on all the great leading questions 
of policy and construction of the Constitution, been 
the point at which the two parties had almost uni- 
formly separated. ; 

It is an objection, not only at variance with the 
foundation principles of our Government, which, 
in its theory, sapposes that ifs citizens are suffi- 
ciently honest and capable to carry out, m official 
trusts, ail the powers and duties with which it is 
charged, but it is a direct insult to the moral sense 
of the country, by declari in effect, that the 
standard of individual honor, and honesty, is below 
that of banking corporations, whose course of ac- 
tionis mainly infivenced by motives of cupidity 
and self-interest. 
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Mr. B. had heard, with no little surprise, the 
measure, contemplated in the bill, denounced as 
fraught with more danger than any which had been, 
at any time, praposed under our Government, and 


as being more odious than the alien and sedition | 
‘This kind of assault had become teo com- | 
mon to produce much impression, at this time of | 


law. 


day. It had been the fate of almost every great 
measure, ho matter how much recommended by 
considerations of public good, to encounter the same 
harsh language; and many of those very measures 
which had then been met, by much the same’ style 
of dennneiation, stood now as enduring monu- 
ments of the public safety, and the public good. 
Nothing was easier than the use of epithets; but 
the proof that they are justly applied, is often more 
difficult. f : 

The measure thus denounced was, said Mr. B. 
the system of the Constitution itself, Whatever dif- 
ference of opinion may now exist, as to its policy, 
yet, m Justice to the Constitution under which we 
live, in justice to its patriotic framers, it would be 
more becoming to be Jess iberal in such abuse, as 
itis, in effect, but a denunciation af the Constitu- 
tion, and arraignment of the wisdom of those who 
framed it. 

The bill, nuw under consideration, for the col- 
lecting, sefe-kceping, and disbursing of the public 
revenue, was, in substance, but a re-enactment of 
the principles of the first law, passed on this sub- 
ject, in seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, and im- 
mediately afer the Canstitntion had gone into 
operation, and differed only in the cirenmstance, 
that the present bill is one more in detail, and 
more specific, in its provisions. In fact, a law, 
similar to this in principle, was among ihe first 
and earliest fruits pat ferth by the Federal Con- 
stitution. Tow, and under what auspices, the 
Government then just prt into operation had after- 
wards taken, a new departure, With the British form 
of Government as its model, and the paper system, 
asthe great auxiliary to effect the designs of those 
who admired it, he bad already abundantly at- 
tempted to show, 

Ht cout not, remarked Mr. B. be believed, for 
a single moment, either from any thing on the 
face of the Constitution, or from any thing said 
or written; in the debates and essays which prece- 
ded its adoption, that the ageney of banking cor- 
orations, in managing the financial affairs of the 
Government, ever was intended, er thought of, by 
its framers, for a moment. In the Constitution, 
nota word is said about earporations of this land, 
nor is the most remote allnsion, either expressly or 
by implication, made to them. Fow utterly ab- 
surdis it now to say, that a power, the most tre- 
mendons in its cilects——as great in ifs consequences, 
as that-to make peace and war, which has shown 
ise endowed with strength, not only sufficient to 
shake the frame of society, and throw the times 
sadly ont of joint, but to se the Government 
itsedf to totter to jis base.—-is given, by implication, 
in f the Censtitation, which those 


come clause of 
> claim it are unable to agree on, among them- 
Is it not an impeachment of the intelli- 
renec of those who framed that instrument, if 
banking corporations are so indispensably neces- 

y and vital, to the management, of the fiscal 
affairs af Government, as we are now daily and 
hourly teld, ts the case, that the power Lo create 
and employ them fer that purpese, was not ex- 
pressly given in some of ils provisions? 

The collecting, safe-keeping, and disbursing the 
public money, is, in each and all of ils snecessive 
grades, from beginning to eud, the performance of 
an official act and duty, under the authority of the 
Constitution of the United States. The kind of 
public agents who evidently were intended, by the 
tramers of the Constitution, and who are expressly 
designated in its provisions, to execute the several 
kinds of official trusts, are “officers of the United 
States,” in the lar ge of the Constitution. Unless 
we adopt the solecism, that a banking corporation 
means an ‘officer? in the sense in which it is 
there used, it may be well doubted, whether the 


selves? 


-Government has authority to employ them as fiscal 


agents, because it is clearly the exercise of an offi- 
cial power, which the Constitution limits, accord- 
ing to every sound and fair rule of construction, to 
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be executed through the agency of its: own 
“officers.” . vrs TE Sala 

The appointing power is clearly an: Executive 
function, under the limitations. and . restric- 
tions imposed ‘on’ it by the ‘Constitution, -The 
second séction-of ‘that’ instrament: is’: the source, 
and ‘only ‘source, ‘from whieh the’: authori- 
ty of the President, to make official appointments, 
is derived, to that branch of the Government, and 
is as follows: nas 

“He shall have power, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to make- treaties, pro- 
vided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; 
andhe shall nominate, and'by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, shall appoint, ambassa- 
dors, other ministers, and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments. are not herein other- 
wise provided for, and which shall be, established 
by law. But the Congress may, by law, vest the 
appointment of such inferior officers, as they think 
proper, in the President alone, in the courts of Jaw, 
or in the heads of departments.” 

Here, then, we have the extent and breadth of 
the Executive authority to make appointments, and, 
under it, “officers” constitute the only class of pub- 
lic agents he is authorized to appoint, to exe- 
cute public trusts. If that sound and universally 
admitted rule of construction be corréct, in expound- 
ing the Constitution, that when: a power is, in ex- 
press terms, conferred in that instrament, it is, 
in effect, a negative of all other power not given, then 
it follows that. the provision of the Constitution, 
which he had cited, by designating ‘‘officers’’ as 
the official agents to be appointed by the President, 
to carry into effect the laws, necessarily excludes 
from the range of his selection banking corpora- 
tions to perform official duties, because, ex vi ter- 
mini, they cannot, in the sense of the Constitution, 
be considered as “officers.” The receiving, sate- 
kecping, and disbursing the public money, is clear- 
ly the performance of an official duty, by whatso- 
ever agency performed, To the Executive branch 
of the Government belongs, and alone belongs, un- 
der certain restrictions, the power of appointing 
official agents, to perform public trusts. Can he, 
therefore, appoint- any other than that class of 
public agents recognised by ‘the Constitation? 

That the framers of the Constitution never once 
thought of banking corporations for such agency, 
and intended for their revenue and finance laws to 
be executed by any other class of agents, except 
through the officers of the Government, he believ- 
ed, was not only most apparent from that instru- 
ment itself, but that opinion was strongly fortified 
by the doctrines expressed in the able and orthodox 
numbers written in defence of that instrument by 
Madison, Hamilton, and Jay. In those, ol the 
numbers referred to, which treat of the taxing and 
financial powers conferred on the Government, by 
the Constitution, no other description of agents 1s 
mentioned or alluded to, who were to carry into ef- 
fect those trusts, but officers. Such was not only 
then the construction of the Constitution, by its 
friends, but its opponents also, who were ever on 
the alert to find objections, and to magnify its 
powers, for the purpose of preventing its adoption, 
and, on no occasion, so far as the essays and de- 
bates of those times inform us, conjectured that 
banking corporations were to be employed as a part 
of the fiscal machinery of the Government. If it 
had, for a moment, been suspected, by that great 
master-spirit, in the Virginia convention, of those 
who opposed its adoption, that the Government was 
to possess the power thus to enlist in its aid power- 
ful moneyed corporations, either of its own 
creation, or those created under State authority, 
his stiring and eloquent denunciations ef the dan- 
gers which it threatened to the public liberty, would, 
in all probability, have’ effected its rejection, and 
we should not, perhaps, have now been deliberating 
here under its sanction. Mr. B. was aware that the 
great principles which he now touched, on this sub- 
ject, had not been much in fashion for many years 
past, and that much of the practice, under the Go- 
vernment, since it had gone into operation, was in 
opposition to them. He considered them .as the 
foundation principles of our Government, which 
bad, for years, been partially obscured from pab- 
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lic observation, under the rubbish and antiquated 
-abuses of the British paper machinery, that had 
peen introduced in this country, at a very early pe- 


riod, after the Government had goné into opera- . 


tion. ‘Phe more that the obscurity which surrounds 
them is removed, by discussion and investigation, 
the more bright: and valuable these great prin- 
ciples become. Like arich and inexhaustible mine, 
the more it is explored; the more its valuable trea- 
sures reward the researches of the laborer. 
Another consideration, not less entitled to weight, 
in a constitutional point of view, against deposit- 
ing the public money with the banks, is, that, when 
done, it is with the -perfect understanding, on the 
part of the Government, that the money deposited 
is to form a fund, to make discounts to individuals 
on. Such, unquestionably, has heretofore been one 
among the leading inducements of those who have 
favored this policy, in addition to the other objects, 
of keeping and disbursing the publie revenue, con- 
templated by it. Equally certain. was it, that the 


banks themselves, who received it, did it with the . 


perfect understanding, on their part, that they were 
at liberty so to make use of it, and which was, 
doubtless, the strongest, if not the only motive, in- 
ducing them to take it. Now he could not see any 
authority in the Constitution, granting to Congress 
power to lend the public money, or to authorize 
others to lend it. . I£ Congress could authorize the 
banks to make loans of the public money, they 
could, in virtue of the same power, authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to open a loan office 
with the public funds, and thus enable an officer, 
who chose to use them for corrupt purposes, to 
lend them out among favorites, or those who might 
proffer the greatest political subservience. The 
Constitution gives to Congress the power tc 
yaise money, to effect certain specified purpo- 
ses, Which are enumerated in that instrument. 
The power to raise money, for the purpose of 
lending it, is nowhere given, and, consequently, is 
not une of the legitimate purposes to which it may 
be applied. ‘The conclusion, then, is very fairly 
to be drawn, that the deposite of the public money 
in banking corporations, to be used in that way, is 
an application of the public money not warranted 
by the Constitution, and, most generally, proving 
alike disastrous to the individuals borrowing it, the 
banks which lend it, and the Government which 
thus permits its revenue to be used. 
Mr. B. said that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Wensren,]had, with his usual ability, 
endeavored, but most unsuccessfully, as he believed, 
to maintain the proposition, that the Administration, 
in bringing forward the present measure, had aban- 
doned all control over the question of the currency, 
and, in doing so, were refusing to fulfil a mostimpor- 
tant constitutional duty. He differed, most ma- 
terially, with that gentleman, both as to the significa- 
‘tion of the term “ currency,” when used in rela- 
tion to Federal legislation, and, also, as to the ef- 
fects of the measure on that question, if carried 
info practice. He contended that the term cur- 
rency, when used in reference to paper money, was, 
in that sense, utterly unknown to the Constitution, 
‘and the attempt so perseveringly made to interpo- 
late it into that instrument, was but an effort to 
transplant into this country, the doctrines and no- 
tions derived from the political economists of Eng- 
land, who used the word currency as applicable, 
as well to paper money there, as to other kinds of 
money, because their Government, possessing un- 
limited power, had, by ils laws, so treated and re- 
cognised it. A term, therefore, which, under the 
broad powers of British legislation, was made to 
comprehend every kind of paper money, could not, 
with propriety or accuracy, be used here, to ex- 
plain away the well defined powers of our own 
limited Constitution. The 
nowhere fo be found in any provision of that 
instrument, but the word “money” often ‘oceurred 
in if. Wha it meant, and that the Government 


of the United States was intended to be a hard. 


money Government, the words of the Constitution, 
plain and explicit in themselves, and the cotem- 
poranegus writings and circumstances of that day, 
proved, beyond all manner of doubt. j 
The Constitution gives to the Federal Government 
the power “to coin money, regulate the value thereof, 


word currency was 


and of foreign coin.” By the words used, we are 
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left in no doubt as to the signification of the word: 


“money,” as here used, and that it was intended to 
establish a hard money currency by the framers of 
the Constitution. The term “money” being used 
in this sense, in that part of the Constitution just 


quoted, and which is the first place in that instra- | 


ment in which it occurs, it necessarily has the same’ 


signification affixed to it, in all the clauses of the 
Constitution that it subsequently oceurs in. The 
Constitution having conferred, in express terms, the 
entire control over the hard money currency of the 
country, as a consequence, which clearly results 
from that grant of power, had denied to the Go- 
verniment authority to establish any other kind of 
money, as a currency; for no rule has been more 
universally conceded, by men of all parties, than 
that, in construing the provisions of a Constitution 
of limited and delegated powers, when a power in 
relation to any fone subject is expressly granted, 
that all other power in respect to it, not granted, is, 
in effeét, denied. By this rule, then, which is an 
admitted one for testing the meaning of the Consti- 
tution, the Government of the United States is de- 
nied the power to establish,or to authorize, the esta- 


‘blishing of, any thing else, as money, except that 


which it is expressly empowered to do, and is, con- 
sequently, without the power to create a paper cur- 
rency. ‘ 

If, however, any doubt still remained, as to the 
power of the Government to establish a paper 
currency, that part of the Constitution giving it 
power to “provide for the punishment of counter- 
feiting the securities and current coin of the United 
States,” must effecteally remove it, and settle the 
question against such power. According to the 
rule which he had laid down already, in construing 
the Constitution, that the granting, by express pro- 
vision, a power in relation to any one subject, was, 
in effect, a denial of any other, or further power, in 
respect to it, than that granted, it followed that ro 
authority existed in the Federal Government to 
punish for any other description of counterfeiting 
than that mentioned in the provision he had cited, 
and, by corisequesice, that the Government has no 
right to pass.a law to punish the counterfeiting of 
notes, either of a bank of its own creation, or of 
State banks. Now, if the Constitutien gave no 
authority to Congress to pass Jaws te punish the 
counterfeiting of bank notes, (and that it did not, 
was, he believed, the opinion of some of the most 


eminent statesmen in our country,) could it be be- i 


lieved, for a single moment, that it ever was the 
intention of its framers to give the Government the 
power to establish a paper currency, or any other 
than the “current coin,” as a circulating medium, 
which it empowers Congress tò punish the counter- 
feiting of? If this interpretation of the Constitu- 
tion be right, is it not absurd, in the highest degree, 
to suppose that it ever was intended that the Fede- 
ral Government should have power to establish a 


paper currency? a curreney which, if it had the | 
right to create at all, would necessarily be receiva- | 
ble in payment of all the public dues, would | 


become a medium of circulation throughout the 


country, and, from every consideration of indivi- - 


dual, as well as public interest, would require pro- 
tection by law from being counterfeited. That the 
Constitution authorized the passage of no law to 


protect it, was, to his mind, an unanswerable argu- | 


ment that it never was intended that the Govern- | 
ment shouid authorize the issue of bank notes, | 


otherwise it would have been mentioned in the 
same provision that gives the power to punish the 
counterfeiting of “the current coin.” 

Having touched on that branch of the question, 


having relation to the power of the Government to | 
create, under iis own authority, a paper currency, | 
ihe other branch of it, whether the framers of tbe | 
Constitution ever intended paper, of any description, | 
to be receivabie at all, in payment of the public ; 
` dues, may well admit of great question. 


ceiving of notes issued. by State banks, and over 
which the Government of the United States has 
ne control whatsoever, possessing not even the 
power to punish for counterfeiting them, is an 
anomaly in Government finance, and is, perhaps, 
unknown in the history of any other country. The 
power to protect its revenue from frauds, is one of 


The re- : 


i 


| 
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| 
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i 
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“thé most essential 


such frands, yet: the Government, 


‘its. protections ‘in that:respect:: Whethe: 


iit all weltregulated 
Governments: Fo te money which:it 
receives, as revenue; fron: counterfeited, is 
one of -the most “important “meéans:of preventing 
it receives the 


paper of the Stale banks, -is entirely: 


intended, -when the Constitution. was formed that the 


‘Government should receive paper money-ef any 


kind, in payment of public dues, he repeated, ad- 

mitted ef greatdoubt. 8° os o ee nea 
Looking beyond the arguments. drawn from- a 

fair interpretation of the Constitution itself, the his- 


-tory of the times, preceding its adoption, “might, 


with safety, be appealed to, in confirmation of sach 
opinion. One of the great, arid almost oyerpower~ 
ing, difficulties which the old Congress, under the 
Articles of Confederation, had.to contend with, 
was the depreciated paper money of that day. . If 
he did not err in his recollection, the letiers of 
Gen. Washington, addressed to the Continental 
Congress, teemed with complaints of the embat- 
rassments which he experienced. in defending the 
country, in the war of the Revolution, - occasioned 
by depreciated paper money. To check this evil 
was afierwards among the most powerful conside- 
rations urged in behalf of adopting the present Fe- 
deral Constitution. - : 

In- the forty-fourth number of the essays, to 
which he had before ‘referred, written in favor of 
its adoption, the writer of that number, (who was 
Mr. Madison,) after treating on ‘the propriety of 
conferring on the Government ‘the power of regu- 
lating the coins, and the necessity of prohibiting the 
emission of bills of credit by the States, dwells on 
the “ pestilent effects of paper money on the neces- 
sary confidence between man and man, on the ne- 
cessary confidence in the publie councils, on the 
industry and morals of the people, and on the eha- 
racter of Republican Government;” thus confirming, 
by these strong expressions, as to the pernicious 
tendency of the paper system, the belief that the 
framers of the Constitation never intended to re- 
cognise it, in any shape, asta constitutional cur- 
rency. It was, also, a part of the history of the 
times, to which he had referred, that, in no parti- 
cular, was. the system of policy, at that time pre- 
vailing in England, more odidus to the people of 
this conntry; t account ofthe abuses. practi- 
sed, under the ¢ of exclisive ‘privileges and 
monopolies, which were fostefed. by-thát Gt 
ment. Can it, thet, be believed, thatthe 
men, who had just successfully carried: the country 
through the war of independence, intended, to 
adopt, in the Constitution formed by them, one, of 
the most odivus features in the policy of the coun- 
try, against which they had successfully contended, 
by placing the Government under the control of 
irresponsible banking corporations, as to the receipt 
of its dues, and the management of its fiscal affairs? 
He repeated, that the circumstances in which the 
Constitution originated, the concurrent history of 
the times, and the obvious meaning of the instru- 
ment itself, all went to repudiate the construction, 
now sought to be given, to the powers of the Go- 
vernment, on this question. It was the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and his political friends, who 
were for abandoning all control over the true con- 
stitutional currency of the country. It was the 
Senator, and his political friends, who were for 
destroying the only true standard of value, driving 
the Government from its “ moorings,” and em- 
barking the vessel of State, freighted with the best 
hopes and dearest interests of the nation, on the 
deceitful and tempestuous waves of the papersystem. 

Mr. B. said that it was his most sincere and 
solemn conviction, that the great question ‘now at 
issue, involved in it the liberty and independence 
of the country. Tt isa question of no less impor 
tance, than whether the people shall. continue to 
govern themselves, or whether they shall quietly 
resign themselves to be governed by bank mono- 
polies. What, sir, said he,do we hear from all 
quarters, in and out of Congress, in speeches, and 
in newspapers, devoted to the support of the banks? 
Why, that the revenue of the Government must 
be given up to them, or thal the Administration 
must be expelled from power. H is demanded, in 
language bold and insolent, and the price of res 
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fusal, is threatened expulsion from. power. Is it 
not: with this view, and to attain this end, that the 
banks refuse to resume specie payments? Is it not 
for the purpose of placing the will of thenation, and, 
through it, that of the Congress of the United States, 
in a kind- of. moral -and political duress, that 
this measure, so important to the. restoration of 
confidence,:.and of general prosperity in every 
branch of business, is so wantonly and unnecessa- 
rily delayed? Is it not, by this course of measures, 
intended to, bring the whole force and energies of 
the moneyed power to bear on the decision of the 
country, and of the constituted authorities, in rela» 
tion to this subject? It wasa matter which onght 
to attract the earnest attention of the people of this 
country; that, for the last four or-five years, no 
sooner had Congress assembled to deliberate ‘on 
the affairs of the country, at each session, than the 
cries of distress and pecuniary embarrassment 
were echoed and re-echoed from one part of the 
nation tothe other, by the partisan presses of the 
banks, and of the Opposition... This could not be 
a mere casual coincidence, for it had happened too 
frequently, and been repeated too often, to be the 
mere- effect of- accident. It indicated clearly, to 
his mind, that there. was'a.power secretly and per- 
severingly at work, in this country, to establish its 
own, supremacy over the public will, and to control 
the regular operations of the Government. Enter- 
taining these views on the subject, he should con- 
sider that he would be guilty of a treasonable dere- 
liction of duty te the public liberties and interests, 
if he were not to resist such an attempt, as far as 
he could. 


While the banks occupied the hostile and me- 
nacing attitude towards the Government and the 
people, which they did at present, he, for one, 
even if true policy required that the revenues of 
the Government should be deposited with them, 
which he denied, would resist their bold and dan- 
gerous pretensions. While they were thundering 
at the doors. of the Capitol, and their partisans 
were arrogantly demanding a surrender of the 
public treasures, to be placed in their keeping, he 
would enter into no parley with them, nor make 
any terms. Jt was the duty of the friends of free 
‘Government to take a firm and determined stand 
at the Thermopylæ of the Constitution, and to de- 
fend the passes to it against the hosts and legions 
that are marching on it, under the banners of the 
moneyed power. 

That the banks, or that portion of them who were 
controlled by the United States Bank of Pennsylva- 
nia, were delaying a resumption of specie pay- 
ments, with a view to act on the public mind, on the 
great question’ now at issue, he could not permit 
himself to donbt. The period when the sound por- 
tion of then could resume with safety, had almost 
universally been agreed to be, by the ablest finan- 
ciers of the country, that at which the exchanges 
between this country and England should fall down 
to par. Bills on England, according to the latest 
prices current, in the city of New York, had not 
only fallen to par, but, agreeably to a specie stan- 
dard, were estimated, at that time, to be four per 
cent, in our favor, an occurrence almost without 
example in our commercial history. The effect of 
this state of things, then, is effectually to prevent the 
exportation of specie from our own country, the 
demand for which formerly to send abroad was the 
chief pretext of the banks for suspending payments. 
The effect of this favorable state of exchanges, is 
not only ta prevent'specie from being earried abroad, 
but to induce the importation of large sums of the 
precious metals, from foreign nations, into this coun- 
try. That this state of things afforded the proper 
occasion for a resumption by the banks, and that 
they had no right, and could not, with propriety, 
make any anticipated action of Congress the pre- 
text for apostponement, he begged leave to read 
two extracts from the report of the delegates of the 
banks of the city of New York to the Bank Con- 
vention, which assembled in November last.. The 
delegates, whose names were signed to this report, 
were composed of men from both the great politi- 
cal parties, and were eminent for their commercial 
experience and information. Among them was the 
name of Albert Gallatin, who, though understood 


to be opposed to the Administration, was yet, by all, | 


admitted to be a most able financier. 
And first, as to.the pretext of postponing on ac- 


count of awaiting the favorable action of Congress. : 


The report says: 


` When we see such extensive, general, and, we may say, in- 
tolerable, evils, flowing trom a general suspension of specie 
payments by the banks, it is monstrous to suppose that, if they 
are able to resume, and sustain such payments, they should have 
any discretionary right to decide, or aven to disctse, the ques- 
tion, whether a more or lese protracted suspension is consistent 
with their own views of “the condition and circumstances of 
the country.” There would be no mit to such suppoaed dia- 
cretion, ‘Thus, for instance, should the hope of a favorable ac- 
tion of Congress on the currency be still alleged as a motive 
for delay, would not this be tantamount to a protracted suspen- 
sion foran indefinite period of time? 

‘The banks are bound, by the strongest logal and moral obli- 
gations, to resume specie payments whenever they are able to 
maintain such payments. It ia the paramount duty to which 
every other consideration must yield. ‘Their ability to perform 
that duty, isthe only question which they havea ‘right to dis- 
cuss, and which they are bound to examine with the utmost 
care and candor. 


And again, on the question of exchanges, and 
that they were, in November last, highly favorable 
to a resumption, even at that time. The following 
language is used: 


Atthe very time when the convention was deliberating, the 

exchange on London, which had been as high ua 121, had fallen 
to Jli, nominal and the true par bheing a fraction above 109} 
nominal, the exchange was in fact bat four per cent, above par 
in city bank paper. Sut that paper was feelt at five per cent. 
below gpecie; and the rate of exchange waa, therefore, one per 
ceut. below specie par fn other words, any given quantity of 
New York bank notes could purchase bills on London, exceeding 
by one per vent. the corresponding amount in specie which 
the same quantity of bank notes could purchase. N ety-nine 
yold sovereigns cost as much asa. billon London of one hun- 
dred pounds sterling. Under such circumatancos, specie 
could not be exported withouta loss, and accordingly the ex- 
portation had altogether ceased. Itir well known that within 
a week after the adjournment of the convention, a further full 
had reduced the rate of exchange to HEL nominal; that ia to eny, 
tu J} per cent. below the true specte par; and within less than 2 
percent. of being at par with New York bank notes, But, re- 
vertins to the time wheu the convention was sitting, the requi- 
site alteration was no Jongera mater of conjecture; and the 
fact thatthe exchange had fallen below the trae specie par, and 
that the exportation of xpecio had ceased, had already taken 
dace, 
Apprehensions were nevertheless expresead, of the effect 
which large importations of grain and merchandise might here- 
after have on the foreign exchanges, and of an expected drain 
of specie for the Chiva trade, Ttappeared to ns that if, after 
the principal acknowledged cause of the suspension, and which 
presented the greatest obstacle to the resumption, had actually 
ceusod Lo operate, we wero permitted to allege conjectures and 
contingencies, as a proper ground for protracting the suspen- 
sjon, there wan no time at which #ome plaunible reasons of a 
similar character might not be adduced, and the resumption be 
indefinitely postponed. 

With respect to the dauger of excessive importations, it might 
judeod be apprehended that whenever the pressure of the foreign 
dobt was removed, the commercial community might, with its 
characteristic energetic spirit of enterprise, resume Ha business 
too Boon, and on too large a scale. And itie, on that account, 
highly important that the banks should seize eagerly that events 
ful moment, and, as lt may be called, the turn of the tide, for 
an immediate resumption, before new undertakings may raise 
new obstacles to the accomplishment of that object. 

‘The danger of unfavorable exchanges, and ofan extraordinary 
exportation of pecie, being now out of question, what other 
causes Could impair the ability of the banks, generally, or in 
some sections of the country, to resume specie paymenta with- 
in a very short period? 


Here, then, said Mr. B. the ground is distinctly 
taken, that the banks, under their solemn obliga- 
lions to the country, to resume specie payments, 
have no discretionary right to look to, or even to 
discuss, any thing beyond the question of their 
ability to resume and maintain them. There able 
and experienced merchants and financiers had not 
discovered, with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,] and the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Tattmaner,] that it was necessary for the Govern- 
ment to extend “a helping hand” to the banks, pre- 
paratory to a resumption. What right had they to 
call on the Government to re-establish them in the 
public confidence, before they had shown that they 
had used every proper exertion to entitle themselves 
to it? With what justice or propriety could they 
call on Hercules, to aid them in getting out of their 
present difficulties, before they had put their own 
shoulders to the wheel?) Why had they not avail- 
ed theinselves of the rapid specie current, which 
had been, for some time past, and was now, setting 
in the direction of this couutry, from Europe, and 
invested some of their enormous profits in it, to 
enable them to resume? Or was it now to become 
the doctrine, thal, to keep up what had been falsely 
called the credit system, the Govermment was 
to do every thing, and the banks nothing, and that 
the country is to submit to all the sacrifices iaci- 
dent to a suspension of speeie payments, while the 


banks are to make none to.relieve it from such: a 
calamity? a E ah oe Se ga 

. The charge that, the Administration, had made 
wat against the banks, and the credit systemi ofthe 
country, Mr. B. considered utterly- groundiess:and 
untenable. The very reverse.was. the: facti- The 
Government, after having filled the coffers of many 
of those institutions with: ifs: spéeie . funds;:had,.in 
the eloquent language of the. Senator ‘from Ohio, 
[Mr. ALLEN,] been struck down in a single night, 
by the determination of the banks of the city of 
New York, to’ suspend specie payments, and ‘its 
operations paralyzed, from inability to command its 
revenues. In doing this, they had trampled -ander 
foot the most sacred stipulations in their charters, 
and assumed a power:-which none but sovereignty 
itself is capable of exerting, that. of suspending the 
laws of the land. The Bank of England, with all 
its strength and power, had not dared thus to “out 
rage public sentiment, when it suspended Specie 
payments in 1796, but had paid a deference to that, 
and the laws under which itexisted, by first apply- 
ing for, and obtaining, an order of ‘council to that 
effect. The plea of necessity was. no justification 
for the suspension of law, and that ina time of 
profound peace. So sacred is this principle “in a 
Republic, that no necessity, . however strong, can 
justify a departure from it, unless in an extreme 
case, in a State of: war, when the paramount con- 
sideration of the public safety might make it neces- 
sary. : ee ee fe i ; 

The dispensing. power, even: by. the sovereigns 
of England, had been resorted to only inthe most 
arbitrary reigns. It had ever been‘considered ‘an 
odious exercise of power by them, to turn ‘aside the 
law from its ordinary operation, and had, ‘among 
other offences, occasioned the lors of the crown to 
the Stuart family. When. corporations assumed 
the exercise of this high power, by which con- 
sequences so disastrous to the country had hap- 
pened, the charge which had been made against the 
Administration, of making war upon them, and 
wishing to violate their rights, came with a very ill 
grace from those by whom it was preferred. 

When individuals violate. the laws; they are 
punished, and the penalty for their offences. is gene- 
rally enforced; but when a great moneyed corpo- 
ration sets them vat. defiance, it: almost’ brings re- 
proach and denunciation on. the individual who veri- 
tures to speak of their accountability:tothe laws of 
the land. 

“Plate sin wìth gold, 
And the strong lance of justice hurtless breaks; 
Arm it in rags, and a pigmy’s straw doth pierce it,” 

In a Government professing to be Republican, 
this should be otherwise; and the most powerful 
corporations, as well as the humblest individual, 
should he practically amenable to the laws. 

He would now notice a charge, which it. was 
becoming quite fashionable, in a certain quarter, 
to make against the supporters of the policy of the pre- 
sent Administration, and particularly in reference to 
the present question. It was by no means unusual 
to hear the names of Agrarians, Loco Focos, and 
such other epithets as often decorate the vocabula- 
ry of a certain political party, applied to those who 
think it their duty to support the present measure. 
If it was meant by this to convey the idea, that 
the great body of those who supported it, were in 
favor of violating the rights of property, or of the 
sacred principles of justice, in reference to in- 
dividual rights, then he should not hesitate to 
speak of it, as it deserved, and asa gross. libel on 
the great body of the Democracy of ihe ‘country. 
If there be any class, whose doctrines favor a vio- 
lation of the rights of property among us, it is to 
be found among those who are ‘the advocates of 
dangerous monopolies and privileges. .If.there be 
any class of politicians among us, whose doc- 
trines favor the interests of thë few, at the ex- 
pense of the many, it is that class, who, under the 
pretext of supporting what is most erroneously 
called the credit system, encourage a fraudulent 
system of banking. ‘That such a systern is the 
readiest way to defraud. men of their honest.earn- 
ings, and is but a system of legalized plunder, 
there can be no doubt.” Of an. honest. systém.of 
banking, he did not speak, which, however, is very. 
rare; but he spoke of that- system which had been 
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long prevalent in many parts of this country. He 
repeated, that those who were opposed to this sys- 
tem of monopolies and privileges, were the real 
advocates of the rights of: property and of social 
order, which were more in danger of being violat- 
ed and overthrown by the grasping spirit and de- 


moralizing influence of monopolies, than from any 


other cause. . p 

The spirit of monopoly is but true to its. interests, 
when it denounced all, who are opposed to its 
unhallowed designs, as levellers,.and as enemies 
of property and. social order. It is here, as in 
England, where the privileged orders brand those 
who seek to effect a reform of ancient abuses, as 
jevellers and enemies of property, with the excep- 
tion that those who endeavor te imitate them in 
these denunciaiions, in this country, afford but a 
poor specimen of any thing like even a mimicry of 
their English models, much less of the substance 
and reality of an aristocracy, and in this country, 
can never fail to inspire, while our free govem- 
ment exists, but one emotion, and that the very 
opposite of respect. Mr. B. said, that the same 
men, who, in this country, were found indulging 
in these kinds of epithets against those who advo- 
cated the doctrines .of the present Administration 
on this question, would mest probably, if on the 
other side of the Atlantic, be found advocating 
there the pretensions of privileged classes, and titled 
orders. 

If there were any, in the ranizs of the friends of 
the Administration, who had ever, in any way, 
advocated the doctrines now sought to be imputed 
to the party generally, he had yet to know them. 
But even suppose that a few were to be found in 
their ranks, absurd enongh to entertain such opi- 
nions, which he did not believe, why, it would only 
prove what we all know already, that there are a 
few, among all parties, who possess notions ‘of 
every variety of absurdity. Would this, there- 
fore, be a ground on which to impute such opinions 
to the same party, generally? Why, if it were, 
how would the old Federal party stand? .It is now 
no longer a matter of doubt, but that some of them 
were monarchists in principle. How would. the 
present Oppositionstand? Some of their partizans, 
as he should presently show, had attacked the 
very principles on which popular Government rests. 
According to the rule, by which it is sought to im- 
pute to the great body of the friends of the Admi- 
nistration, the doctrines of a few, and to make them 
answerable for them, it might, with equal fairness, 
be alleged, that the Opposition advocated doctrines 
tending tomonarchy. He, however, was far, very 
far, from imputing to them, as a party, such doc- 
trines; and, on the contrary, had entire confidence, 
that the great body of them were governed. by mo- 
tives of patriotism. He had, in repelling the charge 
made on his party, only given this as an illustra- 
tion of the injustice of charging a whole party with 
the absurdities ofa few, who might happen to be 
among them. 

Whe, he would ask, were the supporters mainly 
of the present Administration? ‘They were to be 
found mostly among that class of citizens, engaged 
nt the peaceful and honorable pursuits of agricul- 
ture. Men who were ever ready to fly to the sup- 
port of the standard of the law, not only from mo- 


lives of patriotism, but because all that was most | 


dear to them, was under the protection of the law. 


The friends of the Administration had as strong mo- | 
tives, not only from love of country, but from mo- | 
tives of interest, to resist attacks on the rights of | 
He believed they , 
would lose quite as much, by the prevalence of í 


property, as the Opposition. 


agrarian principles, as would be lost on the other 
side. Not, perhaps, so much of that kind of wealth 
which is often imaginary, consisting in stocks and 
funds, and which not unfrequently, by its fuetua- 
tions and uncertainty, by broken banks or.other- 
wise, takes wings in the course of a few hours, aad 
leaves its possessor “poor indeed;” but more, he 
believed, in the aggregate, of that solid, substantial 
interest in the soil of the country, which is identi- 
cal with patriotism itself. Where, on the con- 
trary, were the opponents of the Aministration to 
be mostly found? Chiefly, he believed, in cities and 
towns; and, although he did not doubt, but that 
many among that kind of population, were as pa- 
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triotic and devoted to the causé ofthe country, and 
the great principles of civil liberty, as those of any 
other, yet a very large portion of them were ne- 
cessarily mere dependants on the smiles and favors 
of that class, and of those interests, which con- 
trolled the machinery of the paper system, in all its 
ramifications, from brokers aid stockjobbers, up 
to banking monopolies themselves. š 

It had been said, in the course of the debate, that 
the banking system could exist nowhere but in a 
free Government, and that it was necessary to 
theadvancement of civilization, and to the existence 
of free goverment. He denied both the facts and 
the conclusions drawn from them. He asserted, 
and would maintain, the very reverse to be true, 
and more especially in regard to the question of 
free government. He had, from a very early 
period of his life, doubted whether banking institu- 
tions were at all compatible with the existence of a 
truly republican form of government, and whether 
they would not eventually, if not greatly checked, 
overthrow it entirely. The facts that were daily 
transpiring in this country, and the daring and in- 
solent pretensions that were now openly set up by 
those interests, as they had increased and grown 
stronger, confirmed him more and more in that 
opinion. That doctrines, alarming to the people of 
this country, and threatening a change in: sub- 
stance, if not in the form, of our Government, were 
rapidly gaining ground, he entertained the firraest 
conviction. During the greater part of the ex- 
istence of the late Administration, and since the 
present one has come into power, almost the entire 
Opposition press, as well as many cf those of the 
same party in high public stations, have been in 
the habit of indirectly assaulting the capacity of the 
people for self-government, by sarcasms and attacks 
on their intelligence. Doctrines are now boldly 
announced on this subject, which, but a few years 
since, were scarcely heard in whispers, and that 
would then have startled the public mind. 

He had recently seen an essay, over the signa- 
ture of “Sidney,” republished from the Commercial 
Advertiser, one of the leading Opposition papers, 


` edited in the city of New York, which he consider- 


ed as signally indicative of the “signs of the times,” 
and as showing the tendency of the anti-republican 
sentiments to which he had alluded. However 
averse he was generally to introducing topies into 
debate having relation to newspapers, he felt that 
he should stand excused, as well from the high cha- 
racter which the editor ascribes to the writer of the 
article in question, as from the examples of gentle- 
men in Opposition, some of whom have occasion- 
ally introduced to our attention, articles from the 
leading Administration paper of this city. The 
editor of the Commercial] Advertiser, in publishing 
the celebrated essay in question, and which, as I 
learn, produced, at the time, a sentiment of strong 
indignation among the Republicans of that city, 
speaks in the highest terms of the character of the 
individual who wrote it, and as coming from the 
pen of one whose “age and wisdom haye given us 
here, a chapter of invaluable warning and advice.” 
He proposed to read one or two extracts from this 
“chapter of invaluable warning -and advice,” and 


it would be seen that it is a bold and direct assault” 


on our popular form ef Government, and is, in ef- 
fact, the advocacy of a change in the system, which 
shall give power to the few, and take it from the 
people. The writer of the essay alluded to says: 


The framers of the Constitution’ supposed that an i 

eopie, Republican in principle, would be guided by th 7 
interest to consult the public interesi, and that they would se- 
lect the best men in the community to make and execute the 
jaws. kt was not supposed that a majority ofthe people could 
mistake their wue interest, nor voluntarily take any steps 
which should eudanger their own liberties and the public safety- 

In these opinions, our patriotic tesmen Were most wo- 
fully mistaken. However true it may be thatthe peo 
State or nation sincerely desire the best good of the w! com: 
munity, or that it is always their will and inteeion that the 
affairs of the public should. be conducted with integri:y and 


D 


wisdom, yet, hitherto, the means of carrying that wiil into effect 


have not been discovered, or found practicable. in any free 
Government; at least not ìn any degree approaching to the pert 
fection intended by the- framers of the Constitution. There 
always have been disturbing causes in the community, which 
have given a wrong direction to the public will or national 
eouncils, Even when no evil purposes exist to pervert the 
public mind, the people may be uninformed or misinformed, 
and make a bad choice of rulers; but where competitions for 
honors and office produce high excitement, it cannot be sup- 
posed that the people will escape delusion. Trus policy re: 
quires that men should never confide in those who flaier them, 
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yet the fact is, they doalwaysconfide in them. Men who court 
and flatter the people, always do it for their personal or private 
interest, under the disguise of the pudlic interest; and the people, 
in supporting them, inean to promote the public interest, when 
they are sacrificing the public good to the eya'iation of their fa- 


_ vorites, They are always deceived. This fact, which isas 


true in this counuy as it has been in every Republic since men 
emerged fromthe rude state of savages, proves incentestibly 
that alarge part of men have not the intelligence. or discern- 
ment which is necessary to guide them to the pursuit. of their 
best interest in government. ý 

-The people, itis true, when they feel Calamity, may change 
their rulers;but the remedy comes too late. Sound policy for- 
bids to wait for the miseries ofa nation to produce a change ef 
councils; it forbids to suffer the evil, before a guard is provided 
against.the wickedness. or weakness whic may produceit. A 
form of government which has no beuer corrective of public 
disorders than this, isa burlesque on the reason and intelligence 
of men; itis as incompatible with wisdom as it is with public 
prosperity and happiness. — an 

And again, the writer uses the following lan- 
guage: 

k: is wonderful to observe how little the mass of our popu- 
lation attend to the causes ofour public evils. Public speakers, 
orators, Writers in newspapers, are perpetually clamoring about 
the derangement of commerce and the currency, and wondering 
how such general distress can have fallen upon the country, 
under a Constitution which is lauded as the admiration of the 
world, But there is nothing wonderful or strange in these 
events. Tt isin vain that men auempt to disguise the truth; the 
fact, beyond all debate, is, chat the disorders in our political af- 
fairs are the genuine and natural consequences of defectsin the 
Constitution, and of the false and visionary opinions which Mr. 
Jefferson dnd his disciples have been proclaiming for forty 
years. And ifthe citizens of this country expect a radical cure 
for these evilsin a change of men in our councils, andan up- 
right, impartial, and wise administration, with a system of just 
and stale laws, without essential alterations in the Constitu- 
tion, they will be wofully disappointed,” 

Here, then, said Mr. B. we have a direct assault 
on the intelligence of the people, and on our pre- 
sent form of Government. It derives an import- 
ance far béyond an ordinary newspaper essay, 
from the distinction and character ascribed by its 
editor to its author. It is but one of the many 
procfs of the existence of this anti-republican spirit, 
which has grown with the growth, and strengthen- 
ed with the strength, of the paper system in this 
country. ; ; 

He would now return to the discussion of the 
topic already alluded to, the influence of the paper 
system on free Government, and its alleged necessi- 
ty to the progress of civilization. ‘When gentlemen 
referred us to England, as an example of what the 
paper system had done for free Government, their 
ideas of free Government and his were greatly at 
variance. Ie doubted whether the great mass of 
any people on earth were more ground down by 
privileged orders, monopolies, and an oppressive 
system of taxation, than in England. He doubted 
whether there was any people, where the laboring 
classes had so much of their earnings taken from 
them, and so little left to themselves and families 
to subsist on. 

This was the very essence of despotism; the free-en- 
joyment of the fruits of one’s labor being among the 
greatest blessings of government. Was that Go- 
yornment, he would ask, free that permitted an es- 
tablished church to wring from its citizens, whether 
they were of its faith or not, millions to pamper its 
clergy in pride and luxury? Was that Government 
free, which, to gratify cupidity and ambition, had 
desolated Ireland and India in blood and carnage? 
And again, he would ask, was that Government a 
fit model to be appealed to, on questions of freedom, 
whose citizens were not permitted to hold meetings 
on public affairs, without first obtaining permission 
irom magistrates, or being liable te be shot down 
and dispersed by a military force? 

The comparative influence of the paper system, 
and of a currency mostly metallic, on the general 
prosperity and moral condition of nations, was 
strikingly exhibited by looking at the state of things 
in England and France. In England, pauperism 
exists toa much. greater extent than in the latter 
country, it being estimated that nearly one-third of 
her population are in that condition. A judicious 
English writer, in a late publication on _France, 
computed that in England and Wales, with a po- 
pulaiion of not more than half that of Franee, more 
than double the amount of crime is annually com- 
mitted. That this may be, in part, the effect of 
other causes,.is probable ; bui that itis mainly the 
effect of the much greater prevalence of the paper 
sysiem, and of other monopolies in Engiand, he had 
no doubt. Their tendency being to raise the few, 
atthe expense of the many, and consequently to 
degrade and impoverish the mass of the popula- 


| tion. France has very much diminished the ope 
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pressions. practised by her church orders before the 
revolution; has abolished hereditary peerages, and 
in every respect greatly elevated and improved the 
condition of her people. Ifa greater degree of 
happiness. among the mass of a country’s. popula- 
tion, smaller burthens on its labor; and a more 
general diffusion of prosperity through all ranks, 
attord proofs of greater freedom, then. she may un- 
doubtedly claim superiority over England in that re- 
spect. Descended, as most of the people af this 
country were, from the, latter; subject, to a great 
extent, to the same customs, and speaking the 
same language, it was easy to account for this pre- 
judice in favor of. her institutions, which was, he 
feared, too much on the increase. In his opinion, 
the Republican institutions of America had more 
to fear from that dangerous partiality to her insti- 
tations, which was constantly insinuating itself 
through the channels of her commerce, herlaw, and 
her literature, than from all other causes combined. 
And not among the least dangerous symptoms of 
the operation of these causes, is the almost con- 
stant reference to her as an example of freedom. 
He had no feelings of unkindness or dislike to 
England; and while he could see much in her cha- 
racter to admire, he could see but little in her form 
of Government, or its administration, that deserved 
to be copied. A distinguished writer of this coun- 
try, (Mr. Cooper,] who had resided some time in 
England, in a late work on that country, while he 
asserts the existence of the most settled hate 
among the higher classes there to our free institu- 
tions, rebukes, in a truly American spirit, the feel- 
ings of subserviency towards her which too many 
of our citizens are in the habit of manifesting, and 
particularly those who are aspirants for literary 
fame. 

In the Republics of Switzerland, which had 
maintained their freedom longer and more steadily 
than any other people of Europe, he believed a me- 
tallic currency had chiefly prevailed. When gen- 
tlemen asserted that the hard money system had 
existed in certain despotic Governments in Europe, 
they forget to inform us that the banking system 
exists also under the Government of the Russian 
Autocrat, the most decidedly despotic of any of the 
great powers in Europe. So far from the fact, 
that banking institutions have existed only in free 
countries, he doubted whether they had ever existed 
in any country at all, whose institutions deserved 
the name of being called free, except in the United 
States, where they were rapidly preparing the way, 
if not checked, for an essential change in the Go- 
vernment. He challenged any one to produce a 
single example of a country in Europe, where 
banks had existed, which was not, either in form or 
in essence, a monarchy or an aristocracy, what- 
ever names they may have assumed. 

On the question of the paper money system, as 
being necessary to civilization, he would only refer 
to the ancient republics, and more especially to 
the republics of Greece. Among them, he believed, 
a gold and silver currency had prevailed, almost 
entirely; and, in all the more noble arts of civiliza- 
tion, what people had ever excelled them, or, in 
many respects, equalled them? In sculpture, archi- 
tecture, poetry, and eloquence, the highest fruits of 
civilization, their great examples, even at this day, 
stood “ unimitated, because inimitable.” In mo- 
dern times, what country had excelled France, in 
all the noble arts of peace and war, nine-tenths of 
whose circulation is said to consist of gold and sil- 
ver; the paper system existing there, to a very 
shall and limited extent, in comparison to her great 
resources, In America, from the year seventeen 
hundred and ninety, to eighteen hundred and six, 
was precisely that period, when our advance in 
wealth and improvement was greater, perhaps, 
than at any time since, and when gold and silver 
constituted the chief currency. It was trne, that 
the old United States Bank was, most of that time, 
in existence, and a few State banks, but that their 
notes, he believed, were in their circulation, con- 
fined mostly to the commercial cities, and consti- 
tuted buta small portion of the currency among 
the. people of the country, most of which was in 
hard money. This establishes the important fact, 
that the period in our history, as a nation, which 
was precisely that of our greatest improvement in 
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wealth and prosperity, was the period when we had 
the least bank paper, and the most gold and silver 
currency, in proportion to the amount of money in 
circulation. That circumstance must forever put 


to flight the absurd idea, that the present credit sys- 


tem, as the banking system, which is now so uni- 
versally in operation, is falsely called, is necessary 
to the prosperity of the country. Opinions in oppo- 
sition to the paper system, now so much derided by 
those in favor of it) were not news the con- 
trary, they were the doctrines ofisde of the most 
illusirions Republican statesmen wich this or any 
other coantry has ever -produced;. and in all the 
great qualities, which entitle men to respect and 
reverence, they would not, to say the least of it, 
suffer by a comparison with any of the members of 
that party, from whom these reproaches now come. 

Ithad been insisted on, in the course of this debate, 
by many gentlemen opposed to the present bill, 
that this country was mainly indebted for her great 
prosperity to the paper system, and that, withoutit, 
itwould have been far in the rear of its present ad- 
vanced condition. Mr. B. said he should feel hu- 
miliated, as a citizen of this free Republic, if he 
were to admit that banking monopolies were the 
great sources of her prosperity. Gentlemen, in their 
great and eager anxiety to ascribe all the honor of 
these results to the paper system, had passed by 
our noble institutions, based, as they were, on equal 
rights; had passed by our wide-spreading and fer- 
tile soil, which, by its abundant reward of labor, 
invited industry; and they seemed to forget, that the 
great secret of our success, asa people, is, that 
labor is lightly burdened in all its branches, and 
its fruits secured, by our admirable form of Go- 
vernment, to every citizen earning them, from the 
highest down to the humblest. Gentlemen, in 
maintaining these doctrines, labor to despoil indus- 
try of the credit due to it; enterprise of its achieve- 
ments, and our noble institutions of the honors 
which belong to them; and with a zeal litle de- 
served, offer them up at the shrine of the paper 
system—the god of their idolatry. It was, in his 
humble opinion, a false god, and not one of the 
true political faith. 

Great apprehensions are affected to be enter- 
tained for the safety of the entire banking system, 
by some of those opposed to this measure. ‘The ima- 
gination had been copiously drawn upon, to prove 
that the whole system would fall into ruins, and 
bring universal distress on the country, if the pre- 
sent measure succeeds. TIe could assure those 
who entertained such opinions, if they were serious 
in urging them, that they ne dismiss all their 
apprehensions for the safety of the system. In the 
present condition of the banking system in this 
country, in its wide-spread influence, in the deep 
and thorough root it has taken, it would be almost 
as hopeless aud as vain a task for its overthrow Lo 
be undertaken, as the attempt would be to move 
the lofty Alleghanies froin their base. No, no, sir, 
said Mr. B. the danger does uot lie on that side. 
The true danger is, not that the system will be 
overthrown, but that the evil will more and more 
spread, and overshadow the whole land by 
its mighty influence. Like the corroding can- 
cer, in its effects on the natural system, it is more 
likely to eat its way through the body politic, and 
destroy its victim, than to be itself destroyed, even 
by the most potent medicine. 

Hat even if there were any grcunds for appre- 
hending (ne overthrow of the system, of which there 
was not the slightest, He should be far from re- 
garding it as a great calamity, either in a political, 
moral, or commercial point of view. Notwith- 
standing the alarms that were constantly express- 
ed, as tothe distress and embarrassment that would 
attend the introduction of a general metallic cur- 
rency, he ventured to express the opinion, and was 
convinced of its entire truth, that it would not, if it 
were hy a gradual process, through a series of six 
years for instance, began and completed, produce 
as great changes in the value of property, and as 
much embarrassment, as follow one of those single 
revulsions, which take place periodically every 
twelve or fifteen years in every country where the 
paper system exists. For instance, in the disas- 
ters of 1818 and 1837, occasioned by the banks, 
who can doubt but they. produced a greater sacri- 


fice of individual fortune than a system gradually 
introducing an entire metallic currency would ‘have 
done? The loss, when once encountered, ‘and it 
would be, ‘in his opinion, far less than is. generally 
supposed, would. end with ‘a ‘single shock, “and 
would be followed by certainty avid stability,in every 
branch of business anid trade: * Nor‘so isit with: the 


‘paper system. Itis followed’ by another, and yet 


another, and is but a successión: of. shocks to pri- 
vate credit and public prosperity, -It would be a 


maiter of curious inquiry to- estimaie, as near as 


practicable, the differenge between’ the probable 


‘losses occasioned to a nation ‘by these periodical 


disasters of. the paper system,.for the space of a 
ceptury, and those. occasioned: by the more stable 
and uniform currency of gold'and silver. 

He would notice, briefly, a most gross delusion, 
which it was. attempted to propagate and impose 
on the people ‘of this country, m relation to the 
quantity of the. precious metals, estimated to be 
now in possessioh of the different nations of the 
world. It was no unusual thing to see statements 
in the newspapers of this country, opposed to a 
further increase of metallic currency, declaring 
that there was not, among all nations together, a 
sufficient quantity of gold and silver to supply the 
people of the United States with a currency ex- 
clusively of that kind. Assertions: equally in op- 
position to well ascertained facts on this subject, 
but not altogether so grossly erroneous as ‘that he 
had just noticed, had been made in the progress of 
this debate. Mr. B. said, that much imputation 
and ridicule had been cast on those who were en- 
deavoring to reform the currency, by the liberal 
use of the epithets imposture, humbugs, and such 
other classical phrases, not very much to his taste, 
and in using which, he but followed the example 
sct in a certain quarter. But he would say, that 
those who had endeavored to make the erroneous 
impressions, in relation to the quantity:of gold and 
silver, to which he had alluded, had by far excelled 
and outstripped all others, in the practices of 
which they accused them, and were entitled to the 
highest distinctions over all competitors, for their 
achievements in the arts of humbugging. He pro- 
posed to dispel what, he would again repeat, was a 
most gross delusion on this. subject, by referring to 
the information furnished from sources entitled to 
the greatest respect and authority, on questions of 
finance and currency. Mr. Gallatin, in his able 
treatise on these questions, published in 1830, esti- 
mates the whole amount of gold and silver coin 
possessed, at that time, by the different nations ef 
the world, at the enormous amount of between four 
and five thousand millions of dollars. 

Agreeably to the same high authority, there was 
then in circulation, from hand to hand, in England 
alone, the sum of one hundred and fifty millions of 
specie, besides the amount possessed by her banks. 

It appears from a table appended to the annual 
report to Congress of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in 1834, that France alone had, at that time, 
five hundred and twenty-seven millions of dollars 
in specie in circulation. This document is based 
on authentic data, derived from the best authorities 
of that country. In his last annual report, the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury estimates our whole circii- 
lation in paper, throughout the United States, to 
have heen, on the fist of January, 1837, one hun- 
dred and fifty-one or two millions of dollars; and in 
his annual report of 1836, he estimatestthe amount 
of specie then in circulation to have been twenty- 
eight millions of dollars, besides that possessed by 
the banks. The ameunt of paper money in circu- 
lation has been, since that period, greatly reduced 
by the curtailments of the banks, and the amount 
of specie in circulation has, no doubt,“ been like- 
wise much lessened. He would, however, select 
the two years he had just named as affording, the 
one the largest paper circulation- which had ever ta~ 
ken place in this country, and the other the largest 
specie circulation known in it, perhaps, in any one 
year. By adding the two together, they. will make 
the entire circulation, in paper and coin, about that 
period, in the whole United States, one hundred and 
eighty millions of dollars, a sum not much larger 
than the amount of specie in circulation, from hand 
to hand, in England, and very little more than-ove- 
third as large as the entire specie currency of France. 
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Without pretending to be skilled in questions of 
finance, it may, said Mr. B. be very safely assum- 
ed, that two hundred millions of dollars would fur- 
nish a very ample amount of currency for the 
whole people of the United States, as he had just 
shown that the maximum amount of money, of all 
kinds, which had been in circulation, at any one 
time, in this country, did not exceed one hundred 
and eighty millions of dollars, and that at a pe- 
riod so recent that our population has since under- 
gone but little increase. i 

Tt did not require as large an ainotint of curren- 
cy in this country; in preportion to our population, 
as it did in some of the older and wealthier States 
of Europe, for the additional reason that the reve- 
nue of the Government here, is small in propor- 
tion to many of the wealthy nations there. In 
France and England, for instance, in each of which 
the revenue of Government is very large, and 
which circumstance creates'a very great demand 
for money, beyond the wants. of trade and com- 
merce, the quantity of currency required to meet 
it, must necessarily -be greater, in proportion to 
population, than in a country like ours, where the 
Government demand is comparatively small. 

These facts afforded a complete refutation of the 
groundless assertions, so frequently made, in re- 
ference to this subject; and showed, as he thought, 
most conclusively, that, by a. most impolitic course 
of legislation in this country, both by the States and 
the Federal Government, that we had been, as a 
nation, most unjustly deprived of our due share of 
the precious metals, and possessed a smaller share 
of them, in proportion to our commerce and re- 
sources, than any one of the great commercial 
nations in Europe. While gentlemen were so elo- 


quent in their denunciations of what they, errone- ; 


ously, called one currency for the people and 
another forthe Government, was it not worthy of 
their serious attention and consideration, that the 
effect of the doctrines and system, which they now 
contended for, was, to aid in giving a better cur- 
rëncy to the subjects of the monarchs of Europe, 
and a baser and inferior one to the citizens of our 
own country, by the effeciual banishment of gold 
and silver from the United States? 

` Mer. B. said, in bringing forward the facts and 
arguments adduced by him, in relation to gold and 
silver, he repeated that it was not with the most re- 
mote expectation, that a currency of that kind, 
would ever entirely supersede the paper system 
here, for he regarded the alarms that were expres- 
sed for the rate of that system, as ridiculous and 
absurd. The apprehension much more justly to 
be entertained is, he would again repeat, not that 
the system will be overthrown, for it has ample 
power to take care ofitself, but that it will be ut- 
terly unavailing to keep it within salutary limits. 
He believed that the measure now proposed, to 
separate the fiscal action of the Government en- 
tirely from the banks, and to return, by a slow and 
gradual process, to the collection of its revenues in 
gold and silver, to be accomplished in a period of 
six years, as provided in the bill, was the 
only practicable means now left to the coun- 
try, to restore’ a larger portion of metallic 
eurrency, to bring within more moderate limits, 
the present expanded paper system, and to res- 
cue the liberties and institutions of the nation, 
from its now almost irresistible influence. If the 
Federal Government now abandons this high con- 
stitutional duty, the opportunity is forever lost, and 
jt will be equivalent toa sentence of banishment 
from our shores of our due proportion of the precious 
metals. It would not only be better for the Go- 
vernment and the people, which in this country 
constituted but the same thing, but it would be a 
benefit to the banks themselves, by placing them 
on their own proper intrinsic credit, (which was 
the only: true credit system,) and removing them 
from the influence of politics, and the temptations 
to over-issues, iaduced by their having possession 
of the public revenues. The Government demand 
for specie would compel the banks to be careful, 
and avoid over-issues, which would afford an ad- 
ynirable check, now so much needed by them. On 
the other hand, the Government demand for specie, 
by bringing more of it from abroad, and throwing 
it constantly in circulation, through the means of 


pense of the interests of the people. 


its expenditures would strengthen the banks, by 
affording a more abundant supply of the metals, 
for them to supply themselves with. The effect of 
the measure, then, on the paper system of this coun- 
try, according to this view, would be to prevent a 
fradulent system of banking, and to promote a 
more honest one, and was, therefore, a measure 
eminently for the good of the people at large. 
Never was an argument more delusive, if argu- 
ment it deserved to be called, than that which’ so 
erroneously assumed that the measure proposed 
was for the benefit of the Government, at the ex- 
Tt was, as he 
thought he had already shown, a measure emi- 
nently for their benefit, by affording the only means 
now left to restore to circulation among them a 
larger proportion of sound currency, and which 
they had a right to demand of the Government, as 
one of the highest duties which it owes to them. 
The idea that it would operate unjustly on the peo- 
ple, for its dues to be received in the currency pro- 


vided in the bill, was equally groundless and falla- | 


cious. Whatever advantage was gained to the 
Government, in thus collecting it, would, in the dis- 
bursement and expenditure of the money, (for it 
would necessarily pay out thesame money which it 
receiyed,) be fully returned to the people in that 
way. The loss and the gain to them, therefore, 
being equal, in the process of receiving and paying 
out the money by the Government, the advantage 
and disadvantage would, of course, be equal. The 
objection that it would benefit the office holders, is 
entitled to little weight. They receive but a very 
small proportion of the amount collected by the 
Government, the great sources of public expendi- 
ture being to carry on the different branches of the 
public service, and the great measures of policy 
with which the Government is charged. 
fore, whatever sums are paid by it, either to its 
officers, or on account of appropriations, to carry 
on its measures of policy, must, of necessity, re- 
turn to genernl circulation, and, therefore, confers, 
in that way, a coextensive public benefit. 

He had heard, with very deep regret, expressions 
almost constantly used here in debate, drawing a 
distinction between the people and .their Govern- 
ment. It was perfectly fair and proper, in those 
who deemed it their duty to do so, to eriticise and 
arraign the acts of tbe Administration; but when 
gentlemen spoke of a distinction between the Go- 
vernment and the people of this country, he consi- 
dered the doctrine as dangerous, disorganizing, and 
tending, by diffusing hostility towards it, to subvert 
our institutions. He must be allowed to say, 
ihat those who used it were forgetful of the nature 
of our Government, and that it and the people 
were, in a political point of view, but the same 
thing, It was but the creature of their will, and, 


being of their will, is, according to its principles, ; 


under their control and direction. 

He never was more entirely convinced of the 
utter absurdity of any preposition, than he was of 
that which gentemen undertook to maintain, that 
the proposed measure would bring more of power 
and patronage to the Executive branch of the Go- 
vernment, than would be produced by continuing 
a connection with the banks. It was but another 
proof that, in politics, as wellas in religion, there is 
no error, however great and absurd, “ that does 
not find some sober brow to bless it, and approve 
it with a text.” It was, in his opinion, one of the 


There- | 


highest excellences of the system, thatits tendency | 


would be directly the reverse of that thus ascribed 
to it. By a Gonnection of the fiscal affairs of the 
Government either with a National Bank or the 
State banks, it is indirectly giving it control and 
influence over not only the whole banking capital, 
but, through it, over the whole moneyed power, 
of the country. From the power which the Execu- 
tive branch of ‘the Government would necessarily 
have, under any law directing the deposite of the 
public moneys with the banks, to select from among 
their number for that purpose, subservience to Exe- 
cutive views, would, from the very nature of 
things, exist to a considerable extent. With an 
Administration in power which was of Federal 
politics, these monopolies would be certain to be in 
strong sympathy. Would it not, then, be danger- 
ous to the liberties of this country, to place againin 


| imperceptible to the public eye. 


the hands of the Executive an engine of such tre~ 
mendous power? Would it not be placing in the 
hands of a reckless and ambitious Administration, 
if such an one should unfortunately ever be 
elevated to power, the means of enabling them to 
defy the public will, and to perpetuate their 
own party ascendancy? When the strength and 
influence of the moneyed power had already. be- 


‘come so great as to constitute it, in fact, a fourth 


estate under eur Government, and seeking, as it 
was, to absorb the powers of the others, did not 
considerations of wisdom and caution, admonish us 
to pause, before we again gave it so dangerous a 
political reorganization, as would practically result 
from its reunion with the Government? ‘That its 
pretensions had alarmingly increased, was most 
manifest in the proceedings of its friends, going on, 
in and out of Congress, in relation to restoring to 
the banks the custody of the public revenue. It 
was formerly considered a mere matter of favor, for- 
the Government to deposite its revenues with the 
banks, and one which was to be done, or not, atits 
option. Itis now no longer considered in that 
light; and the possession of its revenues is called 
for, ina voice, dictatorial and commanding, or ex- 
pulsion from power is the threatened consequence! 
This circumstance marked, more distinctly, its 
grewing pretensions, than did any thing else. He 
insisted on it, that there could be no comparison, 
between the extent of influence derived from a con- 
trol over the moneyed power, which a reunion with 
the Government and banks would place in. the 
hands of the Executive, and that given by the very 
small additional number of officers, contemplated 
by the present bill. 

That the influence of banking institutions, when 
looking to Government for favors, was dangerous, 
was proven by the facts exhibited in the report of a 
committee of the Senate, made in 1834, appointed 
to investigate the affairs ol the Bank of the United 
States. That report exhibited the startling fact, 
that near a haif million of dollars had been loaned 
to members of Congress during the pendency of 
iraportant questions before Congress, affecting its 
own continuance and interests. In addition to the 
heavy amount loaned to members of Congress, was 
the large amount loaned to editors of leading poli- 
tical influence. The press and the legislative halls 
being two of the strongest points in our political 
system, for the defence of the whole, corruption, 
whenever it makes an assault on it, will always 
endeavor, by attempting to make a successful 
lodgment, first to overcome those points that are of 
most importance, in aiding its designs. It isin this 
view, that there is so much danger in a connection 
between the Government and the banks. The in- 
fluence of the latter is subtle, insinuating, and often 
It often assumes 
the garb and disguise of disinterested patriotism, 
when the individual who 1s operated on by its se- 
cret power is but the slave of its selfish will, while 
loud in professions of the pnblic good. In this re- 
spect it is an influence infinitely more dangerous 
to the public liberty than the Executive patronage 
which we hear so much denounced; for the Execu- 
tive, in bestowing official honors and appointments, 
makes known to the country the objects of his fa- 
vor, from the very nature of the case, while the re- 
cipients of bank favors are, in a great degree, con- 
cealed from the public eye. 

Another objection, entitled to weighty considera- 
tion, connected with the subject ef the increase of 
patronage, which a reunion of the banks with the 
Government will give to the latter, is that which 
was so ably and forcibly urged by the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Caryovn,] and, in the course 
of his observation on which, he clearly proved that 
the tendency of it is to array the banking interest 
against the tax-payers, and in favor of the tax-con- 
sumers. If the public moneys are deposited with 
the banks, it will make it their interest that the re- 
venne should be increased, for the plain reason, 
that they willreceive a larger sum of the public 
money on deposite. They would, therefore, have 
a direct interest in stimulating the taxing power of 
the Government to excessive action, in order to 
profit by it. 

. In the progress of the present discussion, the 
charge had been gravely made against the late 
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President of the United States, of having made an 
unnecéssary and unprovoked war on the late Bank 
of the United States; and that, by having occasion- 
ed its destruction, he had brought on the country 
the late pecuniary and commercial embarrass- 
ments, which it has suffered. Mr. B, joined issue, 
as to both allegations, and denied that they were 
true in point of fact. In the first annual message 
of President Jackson, he called the attention of 
Congress and of the nation, to the question of the 
renewal of its charter, and expressed doubts, both 
as to its constitutionality and expediency. This, 
he had done, not only in the exercise of his unques- 
tionable right, as Chief Magistrate, but in obedi- 
ence to a high constitintional duty, requiring that 
high officer to lay before Congress, from time to 
time, information on the condition of public af- 
fairs. The Bank of the United States had no claim, 
either founded on justice or on any other conside- 
ration, toa renewal of its charter. It was purely 
a question for the decision of the Legislative and the 
Exaeutive branches of the Government, and any 
attempt by that corporation, fo ‘call that de- 
cision inlo question, was insolent and dicta- 
torial, and was, in. itself, a war on that 
branch of the Government, whose course of action 
it thus arraigned. The opinions of the late Pre- 
sident, on that subject, were not the result of change 
or caprice, but they were in entire accordance 
with his published opinions, in relation to the con- 
stitutionality of a National Bank, which he had 
entertained froma very early period of his public 
life. He was a member of Congress shortly after 
the Government went into operation, and acted 
uniformily with the Republican party of that day, 
a part of whose creed was, that the Government 
of the United States had no right to create a bank. 
This opposition, then, to the renewal of the charter 
of the late bank, which is now, by some, sought to 
be imputed to personal hostility to that institution, 
was but the result of old andlong cherished political 
principles. For having ventured to express them, 
he was assailed by that institution with the bitterest 
missiles of the press, and its funds and money 
abundantly lavished, (a part of which belonged 
to the Government,) to carry on the war. In the 
spring of 1832, it applied to Congress for a rechar- 
ter, selecting the year to do so in which the 
Presidential election came on, and thus, in 
effect, held over the head of the Executive branch 
of the Government its mighty influence and sup- 
posed popularity with the nation, to intimidate him 
in his course, and extort from him an assent to the 
bill proposing to renew its charter. With charac- 
teristic firmness, he resisted this bold assault on his 
independence as Chief Magistrate, and negatived 
the bill. In this memorable act, he was borne out 
most triumphantly by the public voice. This was 
the extent of his offending; and, for resisting this 
bold defiance, was his conduct now so much ar- 
raigned. As well might the discomfitted and de- 
feated legions who attacked his army at New 
Orleans, have charged him afterwards with having 
made an offensive war on them. In one case, he 
had stood on the soil of his country, to defend it 
from invasion. In the other, he stood on the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, to guard it from encroach- 
ment. 

The scenes which he had witnessed here, at the 
session of 1834, after the removal of the deposites-— 
the violent attempt, made by the partisans of the 
bank to produce excitement against the then Ad- 
ministration, and all] who supported it—the bold and 
daring efforts made to overawe the Executive branch 
of the Government, and the free deliberations of 
Congress, had convinced him of the dangerous and 
monstrous power of great moneyed corporations. 
But for that invincible firmness possessed by the 
late President of the United States, and the high 
degree of public confidenee which he enjoyed, his 
Administration. would undoubtedly have fallen un- 
der such a powerful antagonist. He believed that 
no other man in this country, acting as President, 
could have withstood the tempest, but that they 
would have been whelmed beneath its fury. 
He, therefore, placed but little faith in the opinions 
of gentlemen, when they spoke of the weakness, 
and harmless. power, of moneyed corporations! 
It was the weakness of the lion when sleeping; but 
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who, when waked into action, overpowers and de- 
stroys his victim!. 


As to the second branch of the charge, which . 


imputed the pecuniary disasters of the country to 
the policy which had been pursued in relation to the 
late bank, the.subject had been so fully and ably 
examined, at the late called session, in the speeches 
of many Senators, who supported the Administra- 
tion, and the causes traced so directly to the succes- 
sive contractions and expansions, resorted. to by the 
United States Bank, as was believed, for the pur- 
poses of operating on public opinion, to. effect its 
recharter, that it would be but a repetition of the 
argumenis then used, to enter on itagain. But that 
these movements of the bank first led to the com- 
mencement of these gambling speculations, which 
were, in their disastrous progress, afterwards aided 
by other causes, he could have no doubt. 

He thought the reproach endeavored to be cast 
on the friends of the Administration, came from 
gentlemen with no very good grace, when they 
taunted them with having failed to furnish, what 
they called, “the better currency.” Had gentlemen 
themselves done all in their power to produce a 
sound state of the currency? Had they, in good 
fath, given their support to such measures of the 
Administration as were of a character to effect that 
object? On the contrary, had they not, by their 
acis, as well as specches, made war “on the better 
currency,” which was gold and silver? Had it not 
been considered, by them, a sort of offence against 
the credit system, that the Administration should 
have encouraged the importation of specie from 
abroad, to place us more on an equality with other 
nations, in thatrespect? Yes, every dollar of bard 
money brought from Europe to this country, had 
heen considered, and treated, by them, as a sort of 
unlawful intruder, deserving to be expelled! Every 
dollar of hard money was to be driven from circu- 
lation, by the issue of that pestilence to the curren- 
cy—every species of small notes, down to the lowest 
denomination of cent bills!’ When it was known 
that the Opposition had favored and supported this 
course of policy, so destructive to the attainment of 
“the better currency,” itdid not become them to 
throw oul reproaches on that subject. The great 
moneyed power of the Jate Bank of the United 
States, their political ally, had, he believed, been 
wielded to defeat the purposes of the friends of the 
Administration, in relation te the currency, by pro- 
ducing all the confusion and derangement which it 
was able to effect, He repeated, therefore, that these 
reproaches would continue to come with a very ill 
grace, from that quarter, until gentlemen showed 
that they had done all in their pewer, in good faith, 
to aid the policy of the Administration, by pursuing 
a course of measures favorable to the suppression 
of small notes, and a greater circulation of gold 
and silver currency. 

Tn relation to the question of a National Bank, 
now no longer kept in the back ground, in the de- 
bate by its friends, as was formerly the case, there 
was another objection to it, in addition to many 
others, which had been repeatedly urged in debate, 
that had not been adverted to, that was entitled to 
great consideration, in his opinion. Springing, as 
such an institution has heretofore, and, if hereafter 
adopted, must again, from that broad and undefined 
field of constraction, which makes the Constitution 
mean any thing that ingenious men may choose to 
makc it, all its sy npathies would necessarily incline 
it to support all that class of measures, claiming 
the same lineage. It will, therefore, be the natural 
ally of the tariff, of internal improvement, and all 
other kindred measures, derived from construction. 
Conscious of the doubtful tenure by which it would 
exist under the Constitution, its interests and safety 
would both lead it to create as many allies as it 
could, of the same character, for <autual support 
and protection. Here, then, would exist a great 
moneyed power, whose interests would lead it te 
urge the Government beyond its sphere of consti- 
tutional action, and to build up other great inte- 
rests of doubtful power, in order to guarantee its 
own permanency. 

it had, said Mr. B. occurred to him, as a cir- 
cumstance by no means unimportant, as related to 
the question of a National Bank, and as one highly 
interesting to the Southern States particularly, that 


` both the prices of. their 


United States, been ‘higher, so far as he was able. 


great staples, 


property: generally, had, since the removal of th 
deposites, and the going down of.the. Bank, of the. 


to.inform himself, than they had through any series 
of the same number of years, during the existence: 
of the National Bank, Nor ‘was this. -estimase 

made by the standard of bank. notes, which were, 

perhaps, generally, atthis. time, at some three: or. 
four per cent, discount; but, allowing. for the dif- 

ference between notes and specie, would hold good. 

It was certain that, during nearly the whole time of 

the existence of the charter of the National Bank, 

the whole planting. interest of the Southern States 

was, with the exception of a few prosperous years, 

almost entirely prostrated.. That the. tariff had a 

highly pernicious effect on those interests he did 

not doubt, nor did he doubt that the operations of 

the National Bank had likewise greatly agera- 

vated the injury. He believed, at this time, that 

the Southern States enjoyed more. real, substantial 

prosperity, as a whole, than they had done at any 

time since the Revolution. That. there was some 

scarcity of money; and, in places, some commer- 

mercial distress, he admitted; but -he believed the 

great mass of the planters were more really. pros- 

perous than at any former time. ; 

The Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray] and 
the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives] had, by a 
very ingenious process of reasoning, endeavored to. 
construct, on what he viewed as. a very harmless’ 
and necessary clause in the bill, an immense .Go- 
vernment bank, which each endowed, according. to 
his fancy, with every dangerous. power to do mis- 
chief to the country. This charge against. the bill, 
he thought, was without the semblance of an argu- 
ment to support it.. It was.a discovery, for which 
a patent right. was deserved by those who had 
made it. The section of the bill on which this ob- 
jection is grounded, was framed to answer two pur- 
poses, and those two alone. It simply authorized 
the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer, by his 
draft, money from one public depository to another, 
to prevent too greatan accumulation at any one 
point, and to have the public funds in readiness at 
such places as they were wanted for the public expen- 
dilures. It proposed, then, to give the Secretary. 
lwo powers, which were indispensable to the safety 
of the public funds, andthe fiscal action of the Go- 
vernment. ‘The power to transfer the.fands from. 
one depository. to another, in case they.accumn- 
lated to too great an amount, is only a measure of 
precaution for their safety, and looks to that object 
alone. The power to transfer from one point to 
another, to meet public expenditures, is a power 
absolutely necessary to the fiscal operations of the 
Government, and without which it could not move. 
It was a power that was not now, for the first time, 
to be given, but existed, to the same extent, in the 
deposite act of 1836, and which, he believed, was 
voted for by most individuals, of both political 
parties. , , 

Mr. B. would now proceed to say a few words 
on the subject of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. RivEs,] and could not 
abstain from the expression of his regret, that that 
distinguished gentleman had deemed it his duty to 
denounce, in snch harsh terms, the original bill. 
While he was disposed to accord to every one 
an entire right to pursue the dictates of his own 
judgment, yet, in reference to the language of that. 
gentleman, he must be allowed to say;..that “a 
friendly eye could never see such faults.” ^s 

The amendment proposed, to which he had,just 
alluded, would, if carried into effect, become a Mea- 
sure of vastly more Executive patronage than the 
original bill would confer. Its leading feature was, 
togive the Secretary of the Treasury power to se- 
lect a number, not exceeding twenty-five, from 
among the State banks, to aet as public deposito~ 
ries, and they, under the supervision of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to have the power to deter- 
mine what notes, of the eight hundred banks. 
throughout the United States, shall be received in 
payment of the public. dues.. If this was not, in. 
name, a great national. bank, it unquestionably 
possessed all the essential machinery to.make at. 
one. It had the ominous number of twenty-five in: 
it, corresponding, in that respect, to the number 
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of branches of the late Bank of the United States; 
and it gave the banks, which it authorized to be še- 
lected, an almost absolute control over the remain- 
ing eight hundred, by the power. which the posses- 
sion of the public moneys would give them, and 
by their authority to decide on the receivability of 
their notes, in payment. of. the Government dues. 
And all of this. bank agency and machinery to be 
putin motion. by the Secretary of the Treasury! It 
effectually organizes the whole moneyed power of 
the country. into..one compact system, and places 
this tremendous engine of political power in the 
hands of the Executive branch of the Government! 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray], though 
he does not seem precisely pleased with the plan 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia, as a place 
of permanent residence, yet expresses his willing- 
ness to “stop.at it as a good half-way house.” How 
long he proposes to abide there, he does not inform 
us; but his generous hospitality will no doubt in- 
duce him, in return for -the civilities received 
while there, to invite the Senator from Virginia to 
accompany him to the end of his journey, and.there 
partake with him of a great national entertainment. 
The Senator from Virginia, in making his poli- 
tical survey ef public sentiment, in the different 
States of the Union, had invaded the limits of the 
State which he in part had the honor to represent ; 
and conjectures, from the elections held there in 
August last, for members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, that the majority of the State is against 
the present Administration. Mr. B. said, without 
undertaking to decide what public sentiment was, 
in that State, in reference to the policy of the Ad- 
ministration, he could, at least, assure that gen- 
tleman, that he had formed an opinion respect- 
ing it, on grounds which were very fallible. It 
was true, that a majority of the members of the 
other branch of Congress, elected from the State of 
North Carolina, at the last election, were in oppo- 
sition to the Administration, but it was equally true 
that a majority of them, in 1834, were likewise 
against the Administration, and. that it had. con- 
tinued to be the case from that time to the present 
period, with this difference, that the Opposition had 
gained one more member in the last elections than 
they before had. It would, therefore, be seen that 
the Opposition were, in 1834, represented by a ma- 
jority of members from North Carolina, and that 
at the elections of 1835, the same relative number 
was againreturned. Never, said Mr. B. had the 
great political questions of the day been more di- 
rectly carried to the polls, in the State of North Ca- 
rolina, than on the question of his own re-election; 
and, on no occasion, had the friends of the Admi- 
nistration succeeded by a more decisive majority 
elected to the Legislature, the great question of the 
removal of the deposites then being before the peo- 
ple. According to the modern Whig logic on the 
subject of instruction, which assumes every rule to 
instruct representatives but the right one, it would 
have been his duty, because a majority of Opposi- 
tion members then represented North Carolina, 
and were re-elected at the next year’s elections, to 
have considered himself instructed then, and to 
have resigned his seat, or have united with the Op- 
position, although just re-elected by so large a ma- 
jority. His colleague, who so ably and honorably- 
fills a seatin this body, was likewise elected to it 
when a majority of the members, in the other end 
of the Capitol, from North Carolina, were opposed 
to the Administration. Mr. B. said, in no State in 
the Union were the great body of the people more 
inclined to re-elect their Representatives, even 
sometimes of opposite politics, than were the 
people of North Carolina. In their elections, poli- 
tics. were not always made the only test, as he be- 
lieved they were not in some of the recent elections 
in that State. 

There had been no public meetings, as far as he 
was informed, in North Carolina, on the important 
questions now before the Senate, except in the sin- 
gle county of Warren—a county long celebrated 
for its sterling Republican sentiments, and whose 
eitizens had long been the friends and neighbors of 
that illustrious friend of civil liberty, the late Na- 
THANIEL Macon. A more spontaneous and unani- 
mous expression of sentiment never was given, by 
the people of any one county, in favor of a mea- 
sure, than, he learned, had, on that occasion, been 
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declared, by their resolutions, in support of the pre- 
sent great measure proposed by the Administra- 
tion. TS ‘ 

In relation to the right of instruction, he would 
say now, as he had on. other occasions, that none 
respected it more than himself, and none would 


more- readily yield obedience to it; or, if he’ 


could not, consistently. with his views of the 
Constitution, carry out such instructions as the Le- 
gislature of his State might choose, at any time, to 
give him, he should consider himself bound to re- 
turn his trust to those who- bestowed it, that their 
wishes might be represented. by others, of like sen- 
timents with their own, He had never considered 
himself, on any principle as to the right of instruc- 
tion, bound to go in quest of public opinion, in 
discharging his duty here, on the great questions 
that come before him. In the absence of instructions 
from his Legislature, he made it a rule to pursue 
the dictates of his own judgment; but when reso- 
lutions should reach him, if any such should be, at 
any time, passed, they would either be obeyed, or 
a resignation of his seat, in the Senate, would be 
the only otheralternative. In relation to the great 
right of instruction to.Senators, no other rule had 
ever been coutended for by the: Republican party, 
than that which he had suggested. 

He. congratulated Senators, in opposition, who 
now expressed so. much exultation, at the instruc- 
tions lately given to some of the friends of the Ad- 
ministion, on their improved doctrines, on the subject 
of that great Republican principle. The ready 
obedience which had been paid them by the Se- 
nators instructed, was not a mere profession, but 
it forrned an essential part of the political creed of 
the party to which they belonged. How great was 
the contrast, and how striking was the degree of re- 
spect paid to their consitituents, in the conduct of 
the friends of the Administration now, who are 
instructed by their Legislatures, and that of Oppo- 
sition members, some years since, under similar 
circumstances! In the one case, it was obedience, re- 
spectfully. given; in the other, disobedience, some- 
times accompanied with reflections on those who 
gave them. This essential difference, on a great 
question of popular liberty, cannot fail to attract 
public attention, in deciding. the question as to 
which of the two great parties is hereafter to ad- 
minister the Government. 

Mr. B. must again repeat the opinion, that the 
issue now made up, before the country, and which 
it was called on now to decide, was substantially 
one, involving the important question, whether the 
people or the banks were to rule, and whether the 
nation was to centinue to govern itself, or to trans- 
fer its power, in effect, to irresponsible moneyed 
corporations, Ifthe Administration is put down 
in this contest, he should consider it as tantamount 
to a declaration to the world, that the voice of free- 
dom is extinct in our Republic, and that the na- 
tional spirit has ingloriously succumbed at. the 
sordid shrine of the moneyed power. The most 
renowned republics in ancient times, had most suc- 
cessfully maintained their liberties, so long as they 
had taken for their guide the principles of an eleva- 
ted patriotism. So long as this spirit had prevailed 
among them, they had maintained their indepen- 
dence; but when they were overtaken by the deba- 
sing feelings of avarice, and had yielded to their in- 
fluence, their declension was rapid, till they had 
fallen into the arms of some tyrannical mas- 
ter, because they were unfit, longer, to govern 
themselves. The true way, not only to preserve 
liberty, but to preserve property, is for a nation to 
act on the high and honorable principles of our 
nature. Yielding great principles to mere mo- 
mentary events, from selfish motives, and a 
fear of meeting consequences, is, in most 
cases, in the end, but the sacrifice of per- 
manent future good to a mere temporary benefit, 
and is, when considered as a mere question of in- 
terest, a great error. When the Romans, in the 
last days of their degenerdcy, were invaded by 
barbarian adventurers, and endeavored to purchase 
peace by paying them large sums of money, they 
but invited their retarn, with increased strength, to 
sack and overrun theircountry. For the American 
people now to submit to the demands of the banks 
and their partisans, is to render their rights and in- 
terests, hereafier, more insecure, by thus inviting 


1 new demands on them. 


| political misdeeds, for years past, will 


Wow is the time—not by 
any violationof their rights—to'resist and weaken 
that great power, by ihe measure now ‘proposed. 

If, sir, said Mr. B. the banking interest ails 
in the contest, the unavoidable conseque 
be to bring the high tariff and old. Feder 
into power. Individuals of. that party, who have 
been under the ban of public opinion, for ‘their 

into 
look. for their restoration to power with ach 
anxiety, as did the royal French emigrants for the 
restoration of the Bourbons to the,throne of France. 
Even the survivors of the old Hartford Convention 
may become inspired with new hopes; and Aboli- 
tion will no doubt join in doing honor to the occa- 
sion, with increased hopes of accomplishing its fatal 
purposes. 

He now considered it his duty to notice some re-. 
marks which had fallen from the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Tatumapar,] having allusion to 
the future prospects of the present Administration, | 
in regard to public sentiment. In remarking on 
the results of the late elections, in the State of 
New York, that gentleman has, in emphatic lan- 
guage, warned the present Chief Magistrate, unless 
he changed his course, to beware of the. Ides of No- 
vember, 1840, [Mr. Tatumanae, having obtained 
permission to explain, said that he had referred. to 
the next Fallelections.] Mr. B. resumed, and said 
that although he had misunderstood the Senator .as 
to dates, yet his remark did. not, with the less force, 
apply to the great issue, which was now making 
up on the next Presidential election, and was to be 
considered to be intended as a warning to the Pre- 
sident of the United States, to beware of the fate 
which, it is intimated, then awaits him. In reply, 
he could only say, that if the State of New York, 
great in resources, great in intelligence, and equally 
distinguished for her high and patriotic bearing, in 
every difficult crisis, gave way and yielded in the - 
present great contest, that her sons would be for- 
getful of the principles, and of the revered Repub- 
lican names, which had so highly adorned her an- 
nals. That it would mark the extinction of that 
sacred spirit of liberty and of valor, which had won 
for ker the never-fading honors of Saratoga, where 
the tide of war in the Revolution was first success- 
fully turned against a proud and powerful invading 
army. : . 

Mr. B. said that the period which marked the 
greatest degeneracy of the Roman empire, before 
lis final dissolution, was that in which the office of 
Emperor was set up to sale by the preetorian bands, 
and the successful candidate borne to the imperial 
throne on the shields of a mercenary soldiery. If, 
at this early day, and in the youth of our Republic, 
the present Chief Magistrate is to be driven from 
power, for the high and honorable stand that he has 
taken, in behalf of the rights of the people and the 
Constitution, it will mark a degeneracy in our 
country, equally rapid and ominous of the fate of 
its free institutions, Borne to the Presidential 
office by the pretorian bands of the banks, his suc~ 
cessor would be but the honored tool of the mo- 
neyed power, which had triumphed over the Con- 
stitution. 

It had, said Mr. B. been the fate of the ancient 
Republics of Greece, to lose their liberties at the 
fatal battle of Cheronea. The Republic of Rome 
had lostits liberties at the equally disastrous battle of 
Pharsalia; but the heroic deeds of the brave men who 
fell in the struggles for them, in beth countries, yet 
lived in fame, and the pen of the historian 
had immortalized them. But what would be 
the sentence of the future historian of this 
country, who should record that our young 
Republic had been ingloriously conquered by 
the moneyed power, and had thus yielded up all 
the laurels which its fortitude, wisdom, and valor, 
on all great oceasions, have won for it? He did 
not, however, indulge in gloomy anticipations, as 
to the result of the’ decision of the people, on the 
great questions now at issue. On the contrary, he 
saw nothing, either in the times, or in the circum- 
stances of the times, to discourage the friends of 
free Government; bat every thing, in looking to the 
past history of our country, and its capacity to 
rise superior te dificnlty, to presage victory, and 
cheer iis friends with the bright promise of ulumate 
triumph and certain success. 
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THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


` SPEECH OF MR. NORVELL, 


Or MICHIGAN, 

In Senate, March 6, 1838—Upon the bill to “im- 
pose additional duties, as depositaries, upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint Receivers Gencral 
of public money, and to regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement, of the public 
moneys of the United States.” 

Mr. NORVELL rose, and addressed the Senate: 

Iconcur, Mr. President, said he, with the Sena- 
tor from Maryland [Mr. Merrick] in the opinion, 
that, at this crisis in our public affairs, the country 
expects every man to do his duty. I intend to 
perform mine, to the best of my very humble abi- 
lity.: The Senator laments that appeals have been 
made to party feelings on this side of the Senate; 
to parties which have long been extinct. Sir, the 
Senator from Maryland, on this point, is mistaken. 
Whatever changes of name they may assume; how- 
ever variable individuals may prove in their poli- 
tics, the old parties in this country have not only 
not become extinct, but never can be extinguished. 
Their principles remain the same. It is the Aris- 
tocracy perpetually warring with the Democracy. 
which originated the two parties into which the 
people of the United States have always been di- 
vided, and which will continue to distinguish their 
history to the end of time. I regret, sir, that the 
name of Democracy has lately lost its charms, its 
magic influence, over my friend from Maryland. 
The fact isa sad presage of his future political ca- 
reer. The Senator says, that the American people 
are crying to us for bread, and we give them vine- 
gar; we plunge them into wo. 

Sir, I have heard no such cries. Clamors, 
indeed, have reached us from Wall street and kin- 
dred scenes of speculation and panic. A few peti- 
tions from two or three other cities have been pre- 
sented to ns. But the great body of the American 
people, the agricultural, useful, and productive 
mass of the nation, have sent no protests to this 
body against a measure eminently fitted to protect 
their interests, and to purify the currency of the 
country. 

The Senator inquires whether we know who our 
masters are? J tell him, sir, that I have no master. 
In one sense, we are the public servants. We are 
placed in stations in which we are required to serve 
our country. But we are the equals, the friends, 
not the slaves, of our constituents. I learned, in 
my early years, from the great fountains of British 
liberty, and the lesson has been confirmed in the 
school of American Democracy, that 


“Man knows no master save creative Heaven, 
And that which commaon good ordains.’” 


Sir, I, too, lament that upon the great measure 
before the Senate, too much party spirit has been 
indulged in. But whence has it procecded? Where 
did it originate? It began, sir, on the other side of 
the Senate. A remorseless party warfare upon this 
measure, and on the Administration, commenced on 
that side at the extra session; and, cheered by what 
they suppose to be a favorable indication of public 
sentiment, they have renewed and prosecuted it with 
fresh vigor at the present session. The remarks of 
the honorable Senator himself, after deprecating 
its influence in his speech of yesterday, afford a fit 
illustration of the party spirit in which, contrary to 
his own. professions, this grave subject has been 
treated on that side of the Senate. l 

Mr. Presideni, the bill before the Senate contains 
two propositions. The first is, that the Govern- 
ment will discontmue the use of banks as its fiscal 
agents and depositories. The second is, that it will 
gradually discontinue the reception of any thing 
but gold and silver in the payment of the publicreve- 
nues. The details of the bill, although of minor im- 
portance, properly designate the public officers who 
shall receive, keep, and pay out the public moneys, 
on Treasury drafis,made in pursuance of law. They 
provide minute and effectual guards and penalt g 
to protect the safety of the funds of the nation in the 
hands of these officers. 


These, sir, are the clear and simple provisions of 


the bill. They are shrouded in no mystery. They 
admit of no equivocal construction. ‘The darkness 


s 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Making public officers depositaries—Mr. 


in which they have been enveloped, has been 
thrown over them by the diversified and contradic- 
tory commentaries of Senators over the way- 

The discontinuance of banks as public deposito- 
ries, is but a reeurrence to the early Constitutional 
administration of the financial affairs of this Go- 
vernment. The Federal Constitution recognises 
the existence of no bank, either State or National. 
It contemplates the agency of no bank in the ma- 
nagement of our financial affairs. 1t does authorize 
the appointment of officers for the collection, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement of the public revenue. 

Banks were an after-thought with the first Se- 
cretary of the Treasury of the United States. He 
proposed a National Bank, but not as a fiscal 
agent and depository of the public moneys. The 
merchants, the men of wealth, the speculators, 
joined him in support of a National Bank. The 
measure was opposed by the Secretary of State, 
the great Apostle of Republican liberty, and by the 
representatives of the agricultural and producing 
interests of the nation. These were borne down 
by the antagonistical interests. The bank was 
established. Yet, sir, collectors, receivers, com- 
missioners of loans, and other receiving and dis- 
bursing officers were created; and they had, toa 
great extent, the custody of the public moneys du- 
ring the existence of the old National Bank. We 
heard nothing then of the danger of trusting the 
public oflicers with the receipt and disbursement 
of the national revenue. We heard nothing of 
the superior virtue and safety of banks as fiscal 
agents and depositories of the public money. 

It is certain, then, that in dispensing with the 
use of banks, as our fiscal agents, we adopt no un- 
tried experiment. We simply go back to the con- 
stitutional provision on the subject. We rely up- 
on the officers of the General Government for the 
transaction of the financial and other business of 
that Government. 

We are told, sir, that the proposed system is to 
involve the nation in a vast annual expense; and 
that it will largely increase the patronage of the 
Executive. The honorable Senator from Virginia 
{Mr. Rives] ventured to suggest, upon authority 
which he deemed goad, that the expense of this In- 
dependent Treasury would amount to six hundred 
thousand dollars per annum. Sir, it js difficult to 
answer declarations so fancifrl and adventurous, 
except by a direct denial. The bill creates but 
four or five new officers, and authorizes the ap- 
pointment of some additional clerks. ‘The collec- 
tors of customs, the land office receivers, the post- 
masters, alceady in existence, are to perform the 
duties required tobe performed by this bill, without 
any additional compensation. To these are added 
a few receivers gencral, and perhaps fifteen or 
twenty clerks. "The most extravagant estimate 
cannot make the annual expense more than fifty or 
sixty thousand dollars per annum. The transfer of 
the public deposites from the banks {o the public 
officers, will be an extensive reduction of Executive 
patronage. Tt takes from the President thefmcans 
of influence over seventy or eighty powerful bank- 
ing institutions, their officers, their clerks, their 
directors and stockholders, and adds no increase of 
the means of influence over the existing officers of 
the Government. The bill isan honorable and a 
manly surrender by the President of extensive 
patronage, to promote the public welfare, and to 
protect the purity of the free institutions and admi- 
nistration of the country. Instead of that patronage, 
he obtains the power to nominate four receivers 
general, with salaries too small, I fear, to secure 
talents and character adequate to the proper dis- 
charge of their duties. In this view of the subject, 
the President has exercised a degree of self-denial 
which has no parallel, except in the administration 
of Mr. Jefferson. Sir, the conduct of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, on this subject, is 
characterislic of the man. Since his accession 
to th? Executive chair, he has shown no dis- 
position to increase Executive patronage. He 
has evinced a marked respect to the Consti- 
tution of his country; a deep devotion to its wel- 
fare; a moderation and temper admirably fitted to 
the discreet and enlightened administration of the 
affairs of the Government. And how the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky, while professing re- 


Norvell. 


spect for the- man, could“ indulge 
expression of detestation for sach: 
trate, [am at-a‘loss to understa 
planation may: ‘be found ‘in the party feeling and 
the Presidential ambition of the distinguished Seña 
tor. The average expense paid“ to the: deposite 
banks for their agency in receiving: and disbursing 
the publie moneys, woùld amount, on the most 
moderate. calculation, ‘to ‘three’ or ‘four hundred 
thousand ‘dollars per annum. They would have 
the constant use of six‘or eight millions of dollars; 
and that, at six per cent.: would be equal to about 
half a million a year. : The Independent Treasury 
system will, therefore, diminish both thë Executive 
patronage and the expenses of the Government. 

It will, in my jndgment, have another still more 
valuable effect. By exacting asolid'and substan- 
tial currency in the collection of the public revenue, 
and in the disbursement of the public moneys, it 
will keep the general currency of the country ina 
sound condition. It will restrain the spirit of spe- 
culation and extravagance in irade. It will pre- 
vent the accumulation of large surpluses ‘in the 
Treasury. It will render necessary a more eco- 
nomical and republican system of public expendi- 
ture. Itwill lighten the burdens of the people. It 
will compel the solvent banks to resume specie 
payments; and it will coerce the insolvent banks to 
wind up their affairs and close their doors. Instead 
of realizing the fallacious assertion, that this Sub- 
Treasury system will give one currency. to the Go- 
vernment, and a worse currency to the people, it 
will have the effect of securing to both a substan- 
tial currency; and it will put an extinguisher upon 
the dishonest system of banking upon mere paper 
capital, without a specie basis. With a gold and 
silver basis, banking is a source of advantage and 
prosperity to any commercial country. Without 
them, banking is a pestilence to such a country. 
It is not true, sir, that we are waging war upon the 
valuable institutions of the country, It is not true 
that we make war upon all banks, so lately digni- 
fied into the character of institutions of the States. 
We are opposed to the mere paper corporations 
called banks, when they have no solid capital. We 
consider and know them, in that condition, to be a 
great public and privateevil. But we are in favor 
of banks conducted on -sound principles, respecting 
the law, keeping up to their charter. obligations, 
and redeeming their plighted faith to the public, 

But, sir, we are told, that iti separating the Go- 
vernment from the banks, we separate it from the 
people. They who hazard this declaration, cannot 
themselves believe it. How can the Government 
be separated from the people? It derives its ex- 
istence from the people. It depends upon the affec~ 
tions, the sympathies, and confidence of the people, 
for the duration of its power. It is preposterous 
to charge us with the design to separate the Govern- 
ment from the people. The charge presupposes 
us to be fools and madmen. It presupposes 
another absurdity. It presupposes, the banks and 
the people to be identical. We all know that this 
assumption is fallacions. Jt has no platform to 
stand upon, ‘The banks are established by a very 
small number of the people. They are sought to 
be established by men who want credit, by the few 
who have capital, and by a small number of the 
merchants, by brokers and speculators. A small 
portion of the stock only is held by persons desi- 
rous of realizing moderate and regular incomes, 
from what they suppose to be good and safe in- 
vestments. The widow and the orphan may occa- 
sionally have their money placed in banks, and are 
sometimes stockholders in them. But the great 
mass of the people, the productive. classes, the 
bone and sinew of the country, have no stock in 
banks, no interest in them, no identity with 
them. They feel their operations, chiefly from 
the sudden expansion and contraction of loans; 
from. equally sudden changes in the circulat- 
ing medium cf the country; from the scar- 
city or superabundance of money, which is often 
suddenly produced. by the management of the 
banks; by the gross abuses which creep into them. 
The prices of produce are affected by like means. 
The banks are identical with the people. only while 
they strictly obey the law; only while they promptly 
redeem their bills, when called upon, with gold and 
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silver; only while they lend money with prudence, 
and in moderation, to honest and deserving men, 


for laudable purposes, and. not to” brokers and 
Sir, the shocking | 
abuse of the banking privilege which pervades the | 


shavers in politics or business. 


land; the conversion of banks into monopolies for 
the accommodation of afew presidents, directors, 
and their connections, which we daily witness; the 
suspension’ of specie payments without adequate 
cause; the continuance of that suspension, when all 
cause has apparently ceased, have rendered these 
institutions, in the estimation of the mass of the 
people, sources of mischief and, extensive public 
injury, and it is only by a radical change of their 
conduct that they can ever regain the public confi- 
dence. Senators over the way tell us that we 
must give our confidence in advanee to these 
institutions, before they can resume specie pay- 
ments, or be restored to general public confidence. 
Sir, the honorable Senator from Virginia makes 
too heavy. a draft upon the faith of this body in the 
local banks, when he asks us to place the public 
funds m them, after their recent breach of all 
faith, their violation of all law, their outrages upon 
the monéys of the nation, as well as upon the 
deposites of individuals, committed to their safe- 
keeping.. Let them show themselves worthy of 
confidence, by a prompt obedience to the violated 
laws of their country, by an immediate resumption 
of specie payments, before they suggest the idea of 
a restoration of the public faith in their solvency 
and integrity. Sir, I -am no enemy to banks or 
banking founded upon correct and solid principles. 
I am the open, avowed, declared enemy of all 
banks and banking based upon any other princi- 
ples. I am opposed to the excesses, the enormous 
abuses, of the banking systems. as developed within 
afew months past; and I am surprised, I am mor- 
tified, sir, that the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
[Mr. Rivzs,] the distinguished disciple of Jeffer- 
son and Madison, should have identified his poli- 
tical reputation with these delinquent State banks. 
I am grieved, sir, that he should have hazarded his 
high destinies, to which so’ many republican friends 
had looked with anxious hopes, in sustaining in- 
stitutions, the very best of which have a monopo- 
lizing’and aristocratic tendency. Sir,one of the latest 
of the sentiments uttered by that illustrious republi- 
can statesman, under whose eye the honorable Senz- 
tor was broughtup, at whose feet he learned the les- 
sons of Democratic wisdom, was, that though the 
course of the aristocracy of this country was 
changed, their principles remained the same. 
“They now,” said he, “look to a single and splen- 
did Government, founded on banks and other mo- 
neyed corporations, which would be to them the 
next best blessing to the monarchy of their first 
aim, and perhaps the surest stepping stone to it.” 
Sir, does not the honorable Senator see the inevi- 
table tendency of banks to create and nurse a 
spirit of aristocracy, the meanest of all aristocra- 
cies—that founded on money and wealth—in this 
country? Does he not perceive that the union of 
the banks with this Government, their excesses in 
the use of its money, lead, beyond all dispute, to 
‘ta single and splendid Government, founded upon 
panks?”? Does he not perceive that State banks 
as they are, they are looking to this Government as 
the anchor of their hopes and interests; that they are 
seeking a close alliance with itas their only salva- 
tion; that, in this alliance, they would be ready to 
sustain the Government in every extravagance and 
splendor in which it might choose to indulge? Let 
me implore the honorable Senator to review his 
course; to retrace his steps; to direct his eminent 


talents to the preservation of the purity of his coun-. 


try’s pulitical institutions, and not to devote th m 
to the cause of banks and bank monopolies, or to 
the pernicious purpose of identifying them with re- 
publican Government. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. Tir- 
Ton] said the other day, that he was opposed to the 
Sub-Treasury, because it was a condemned 
measure; condemned by the House of Represen- 
tatives, and condemned by the people. It is true, 
sir, that it was at the extra session laid upon the 
table of the House by a small majority. It is 
equally true that but few of the Republican mem- 
pers of that body voted to make that disposition of 


-hardly believe that I had heard correctly the 


the bill; and it is probable that those few so voted, 
not because they condemned the measure, but 
because they had doubts, and were not prepared to 
give a direct vote upon the bill. That the measure 
has been condemned by the people, the honorable 
Senator will permit me to doubt. The elections 


-in Ohio and Indiana Jast fall did not change the 


political character of those States from what it 
was the year before. Then they gave large ma- 
jorities to the Opposition eandidate for the Presi- 
dency. The Snb-Treasury bill had then nowhere 
been suggested. Ido not believe that the people 
of Ohio and Indiana have since given any more 
decisive evidence of hostility to the existing Ad- 
ministration, than they manifested at the Presi- 
dential election. The election in Maine could not 
have been affected, to any great extent, by the pro- 
position of the Sub-Treasury. That proposition 
did not reach that State in time to produce any 
great effect. Kentucky, sir, is my native State. 
My affection for her is not-to beimpaired. She 
has, under the lead of the Senator over the way, 


(Mr. Cuay,] long been in the Opposition. I can 


excuse, l can even admire her, for the partiality 
which she has, with so much constancy, mani- 
fested towards him. But I could neither excuse 
nor admire her for any devotion which she might 
exhibit towards any man who was opposed tu the 
cause of the country in the seeond war of inde- 
pendence, in which she so prodigally and generously 
shed her best blood. It -becomes her native-born 
children to 

“ Be to her faults a little blind, 

And to her virtues very kind.” 

She has few faults, sir: she has many and noble 
virtues. But her late election took place before the 
Sub-Treasury was proposed, and the result of that 
election cannot be cited as any special condemna- 
tion by her people of that measure. I admit, how- 
ever, that they are opposed to it at this time. 

The Michigan and New York elections have 
taken place since the President recommended the 
establishment of an Independent Treasury system. 
In Michigan, the election resulted in favor of the 
Administration from which that measure proceed- 
ed. The Senator from New York [Mr. Tar- 
MADGE] must excuse me: Ido not mean to poach 
upon his manor; buthe will excuse me if I adopt 
the opinions of the President, in preference to those 
of the honorable Senator, in relation to the last fall 
elections, both in New York and elsewhere. The 
Senator said, the other day, that he had seen with 
pain the allegation, in the President’s Message, of 
bank interference, or bank influence, in the recent 
election of the State of New York. The charge 
had humiliated him. He felt that the honor of his 
native State had been wounded, and that the wound 
had been inflicted by one of her own sons; and, in 
the true spirit of knight-errantry, he proceeded to 
repel this ‘‘unmerited aspersion” of the President 
upon his native State. Sir, listening intently, | 
as I did, to the indignant accents which fell 
from the lips of the honorable Senator, I could 


language which he had uttered. I had read the 
message of the President with attention, and had 
heard it read at the table by the Secretary. T 
thought that the New York election had not been 
specially mentioned in it,but that the President—mo- 
destly and cautiously assigning a reason for sup- 
posing that the national sentiment had not been ex- 
pressed against the Independent Treasury plan, and 
that he might, therefore, without offending the na- 
tion, renew its recommendation—had alluded to the 
fall elections, in general terms, all over the coun- 
try, as influenced by local and other considerations, 
as well as by those which pertained to this measure. 
To test the accuracy of my recollection, at the con- 
clusion of the speech of the Senator, I re-examined 
the Executive Message, and was confirmed in the 
correctness of my memory in relation to its con- | 
tents. The President does not name New York. 
The whole passage is of a general nature, and 
plainly shows that the President had in view, when 
he penned it, all the States in which elections had 
just been held. Pennsylvania, Michigan, and 
other States, as wellas New York, were evidently 
in his mind; and the honorable Senator had no 
more right than we had to take exception to the al- j 


lusions of the President. But, in: truth, sir, the 
Message on this point is unexceptionable..-It-strong- 
ly indicates the deference which the Chief. Magis- 
trate feels, and is always inclined to yield, to: the 
expression of the popular will... And were [dis- 
posed to-selecit a passage from the Message, which, 
more than any oiher, illustrates. the Republican 
principles and frankness of the President, this: very 
passage is the one that I would select.. Itis short: 
Iwill read it, sir. 


“ The national will is the sapreme law of the Republic; and, 
on all. subjects within the limits of his constitutional powers, 
should be faithfully obeyed by the public servant. Since the 
measure in question was submitted to your consideration, most 
of you have enjoyed the advantage of pérsonal communica- 
tion with your constituents: For one State only has an election 
been held for the Federal Government; but the early day at 
which it took -place deprives the measure under consideration 
of much of the support it might otherwise have derived from 
the result. Local elections for State officers have, however, 
been held in several of the States, at which the expediency of 
the plan proposed by the Executive has been more or leas dis- 
cussed. You will, am confident, yield to their results there- 
spect dué to every expression of the public voice. Desiring, 
however, to arrive at truth and a just view of the subject in all 
its bearings, you will at the same time remember that questions 
of far deeper and more immediate local interest: than the fiscal 
plans of the National, Treasury were involved in those elec- 
tions. Above all, we cannot overlook the striking fact, that 
there were at the time in those States more than one hundred 
and sixty millions of bank capital, of which large portions were 
subject to actua} forfeiture, other large portions uphetd only by 
special and limited legislative indulgencies, and most of i, if 
not all, to a greater or lessextent, dependent for a continù- 
ance of its corporate existence upon the will of the State Le- 
gislatures to be then chosen. Apprised of this circumstance, 
you willjudge whether it is not most probable that the peculiar 
condition of that vast interest in these respects, the extent.to. 
which it has been spread through all the ramifications of 80: 
ciety, its direct connection with the then pending elections, and 
the feelings it was calculated to infuse into the canvass, have 
exercised a far greater influence over the result, than any which 
could possibly have been produced by a conflict of opinion in 
respect to a question in the administration of the General Go- 
vernment, more remote and far less important in its bearings 
upon that interest.” i 

Sir, more impressive truths, uttered in more 
general and unoffending language, never proceed- 
ed from the pen of man, than the just reflections 
embraced in this passage of the Executive Message. 
And the Senator from New York, taking counsel 
from his resentments, rather than from his usual 
good sense, must have been anxious to travel out 
of his way, for the purpose of assailing the Pre- 
sident, when he ventured to criticise with so much 
severity this part of the annual communication to 
Congress. 

Upon the hint of the Senator from New York on 
this subject, another honorable Senator, [Mr. Cray] 
renowned for his daring courage and dexterity in de- 
bate, lashed himself into a passion, and declared 
that the President, for his allnsion to the New 
York elections, deserved a resolution of reprehen- 
sion, if not impeachment, at the hands of this 
body. Sir, it would have been well for that hono- 
rable Senator, before he indulged in such denuncia- 
tions, to have remembered that his friends hold 
him up as the competitor of the present Chief Ma- 
gistrate for the Presidency; that if it were wrong 
in the President to make allusions to the elections 
in the States, it was equally indelicate for that 
Senator to indulge in such allusions; and he will 
recollect how often be has invoked this body not 
only to bear in mind the results of certain State 
elections which he named, but to wait till they 
heard from Tennessee, from Pennsylvania; from 
Virginia, what their Legislatures would say on 
this Sub-Treasury scheme, before they acted upon 
it. Sir, the President had as much right as the 
honorable Senator to speak of the State elections. 
I know of no legal, no just moral inhibition, 
against the utterance of their sentiments on the 
subject by either of them. 

Nothing, then, appears to me to have occurred 
to justify the conclusion to which the Senator from 
Indiana has come, that the people of the United 
States have condemned this measure. Sir, it has 
been condemned by interested banks; by brokers; 
by speculators in politics, as well as in pro- 
perty; by merchants, who seek every where, but 
in their own improvident acts, forthe causes of 
their disasters, and every where, but in their own 
prudence and wisdom, for a remedy for the ils 
which transiently afflict them. It is a fact also, as 
intimated by the distinguished Senator from New 
Yerk, [Mr. Wricut] that the most extraordinary 
and persevering exertions have been made, here 


and elsewhere, to make up the public judgment 
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against this measure, even before it was debated. 
It'has been denounced, in advance, as a measure 
fraught with tremendous consequences; worse than 
all the calamities of a war with the most potent 
nation on earth. The denunciation has been daily 
repeated by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
and by some of his party friends, until, I-doubt nol, 
they have begun to credit it themselves. But, sir, 
in despite of the disposition of parties to receive the 
declarations of their leaders with implicit faith, 
this measure is gaining ground with the American 
people; and the more it is discussed, the more gene- 
rally will it come to be viewed as a measure indis- 
pensable to the security of the public money, the 
-stability of business and the currency, and the 
purity and safety of our free Republican institu- 
tions. 

Some years ago, in another place; warmed by 
the circumstances and associations around him, the 
Senator from Kentucky pronounced the measures 
of the late President to be worse than war, pesti- 
lence, and famine. And'what, sir, was the real 
fact? The country was never more presperous and 
happy than it was under the whole of the adminis- 
tration of that illustrious Chief Magistrate. No 
epoch in its history was ever more blessed. The 
only unhappy people were those who aspired to the 
honors and emolumenis of public station, without 
success! 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky predicts 
that this measure will lead to consolidation. On 
the contrary, sir, it separates this Government from 
the moneyed institutions of the States. It takes 
from it all the means of undue influence over them. 
Tt establishes a Treasury of its own, with no power 
to use or disburse the public funds, except in pur- 
suance of appropriations made by law; and it arrays 
against it in all the States a powerful moneyed inte- 
rest adverse to the Treasury system; an interest 
which has commenced war upon the system before 
it is established; an interest too well calculated, I 
fear, to impair the vigor and efficient action of this 
Government. 

I am glad to find in the honorable Senator re- 
turning symptoms of regard to the reserved rights 
of the States. I had apprehended that he had 
changed bis early principles on this subject. The 
high tariff system, of which he was the able cham- 
pion, embraced within its scope all the interests of 
society, individual, State and National. It struck 
directly, not through the medium of the State Go- 
vernments, but immediately, as if we had been a 
consolidated empire, at the pockets, the business, 
the property, of every man, woman and child in 
the country. The great system of internal im- 
provement, upon a national scale, was supported, 
if not projected, by that honorable Senator, That 
system would have given boundless enlargement to 
the patronage and power of the General Guvern- 
ment in all the States, menacing not only danger to 
the public liberty, but the absorption of all the re- 
sources of the Treasury, the States and the people. 
To these, sir, let us add a national bank, the per- 
severing advocacy of which has so long distin- 
guished the Senator from Kentucky. T intend to 
revive no war upon the late Rank of the United 
States. I speak of any national bank, when | 
say that such an institution, operating, under the 
mantle of this Government, upon all the pecuniary 
interests of the country, has a consolidating ten- 
dency, and would require constant vigilance to 
avert or weaken that tendency. Sir, I can discover 
in the measure before us no symptoms of consoli- 
dation to compare with the tremendous features of 
the syslem to which I have just adverted, and 
which threatened to extinguish all the reserved 
powers and rights of the States, if not to subject all 
the interests of the people to the unlimited control 
of the General Government. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. Tir- 
TON] alleges that this bill is a conflict between the 
friends of a hard money currency and the friends 
of a mixed currency. The Senator is mistaken. 
It is a conflict between the friends ol @ specie cur- 
rency, or its equivalent, and the friends of an irre- 
sponsible, unredeemable, and unredeemed paper 
currency. The supporters of the measure before 
the Senate are for a policy which will bring all 
banks up to the specie standard. Its opponents are 
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fora surrender of the Government and the curren-- 


cy into the hands of paper banks, and for making 
both the Government and the people subservient to 
bant interests. I do not say, Sir, that such is their 
design. ` Ido say that such, in my judgment, is the 
effect of the course which they take. Aan 

The Senator from Indiana alleges the Specie Cir- 
cular to have been one of the principal causes of 
compelling the Western banks to close their vaults. 
Sir, I speak from personal knowledge when Ide- 
clare that this was not the case in my marter of 
the West. The Western banks, so far as Michi- 
gan at least was concerned, would not have sus- 
pended specie payments if the suspension by the 
New York banks had not compelled them to fol- 
low theexample. ‘The banks were certainly pressed. 
They were pressed by their excesses in business, 
not by the Treasury Circular. They were pressed 
in consequence of undue loans to speculators, to 
favored individuals—in too many instances to their 
own officers and directors. 

The ‘honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray} has affirmed, that it was the deliberate pur- 
pose of the late Administration to establish a Go- 
vernment bank, under the exclusive control and 
direction of the Executive department. Tn proofof 
this, he has read passages from some of the mes- 
sages of President Jackson. Thave examined these 
messages. They do not sustain the charge of the 
honorable Senator. In the first annual communi- 
cation of the late President, he manifested his doubt 
of the constitutionality of the then Bank of the 
United States; but, he added, “ if such an institn- 
tion is deemed essential to the fiscal operations of 
the Government,” he submitted “to the wisdom of 
the Legislature whethera national one, founded apon 
the credit of the Governmentand its revenues, might 
not be devised, which would avoid all constitutional 
difficulties, and, at the same time, secure all the 
advantages to the Government and the country that 
were expected to result from the present bank.” In 
these remarks, the President does not express the 
opinion that a bank is essential to the fiscal opera- 
tons of the Government; but if Congress should be 
of opinion that it is, he suggests such a bank, 
founded upon the credit and revenues of the Go- 
vernment, a3 would avoid all constitutional dificul- 
ties, and, at the same time, secura all the advan- 
tages to the country which were realized from the 
then existing Nationa} Bank. The very phrase- 
ology employed by the Jate President shows his own 
doubts upon the necessity of any national bank; 
nor is one word to be found in this or any other 
message from his pen, which intimates that such a 
hank, if founded upon the ercdit and revenues of 
the Government, shonld be placed under the con- 
trol or direction of the Executive department. In 
his second annual message, he suggests, as a mat- 
tar of compromise and inquiry, “whether it be not 
possible to secure the advantages afforded by the 
present bank, through the agency of a Bank of the 
United States, so modified in its principles and 
structure as to obviate constitutional and other ob- 
jections;” and he farther snegests the practicability 
of such a bank asa branch of the Treasury De- 
partment, bat with no power to discount, no exclu- 
sive subjection to the control of the Executive. In 
the third message of the late President, he drops 
the subject of any National Bank, simply alluding 
to his previous messages in relation to the then 
Bank ofthe United States, and leaving the whole 
subject “to the investigation of an enlightened 
people and their representatives.” In his veto 
message, the late President asks: If we must have 
such « corporation, why should not the Government 
sell out the whole stock, and thus secure to the pec- 
ple the full markei value of the privileges granted? 
Why sheuld these privileges be given as an exelu- 
sive monopoly to a few favored individuals? Sul, 
his language again distinctly implies a doubt of 
any necessity for such an institution. He admits, 
in this message, that a bank might be incorporated 
which would not infringe onr own powers, or the 
reserved rights of the States; he admits that, if 
called upon, the Executive would heve furnished 
such & project; but he does not say that he would 
have recommended a Government bank, under the 
control and direction of the Executive department. 

At the veto message, the honorable Senator from 
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Kentucky. discontinued: his quotations ‘from the 


„late President on- this: subject. Had he pursued 


them to a later date, he-would have disclosed to this 
body and to the people, what it might not have 
suited his argument to disclose, that General Jack- 
son had, upon’ long-experience. and mature delibe- 
ration, come to the. conelusion, that «any,.Bank of 
the United States was neither necessary nor consti- 
tutional.. In his sixth annual message, hé fervent- 
ly hopes that,’ “admonished: by: the. -evils-and dis- 
tresses inflicted by such’an “institition, those who 
have favored the ‘establishment of. a substitute for 
the present bank, will be: induced to abandon it,” 
as any inconvenience would: be- preferable: to. this 
concentration of the. whole moneyed power ofthe 
Republic, in any form, or. under any--restrictions. 
In his seventh annual message, the late President 
declares, that ‘the experience of another year has 
confirmed the utter fallacy of the idea, that the 
Bank of the United States was necessary as a fiscal 
agent of the Government,” and that such a bank 
is “ one of the fruits of.a system at war with the 
genius of all our institutions.” -In the eighth and 
lastannual message of the illustrious chieftain, he 
impressively remarks, that “the lessons taught 
by the Bank. of the United States cannot well 
be lost upon the American people... They 
will take care never again to place so tremendous 
a power in irresponsible hands; and it will be fortu- 
nate if they seriously consider the consequences 
which are likely to result, on a smaller scale, from 
the facility with which corporate: powers. are 
granted by their State Governments.” Finally, in 
the farewell address. of the late: President, he so- 
lemnly declares that “the powers enumerated in 
the Constitution do not confer on Congress the 
right to establish. such a corporation as the Bank 
of the United States, and the evil consequences 
which followed may warn. us of thé danger of de- 
parting from the true rule of construction, and of 
permitting temporary circumstances, or the hope 
of better promoting the public welfare, to infiu- 
ence, in any degree, our decisions upon the ex- 
tent of the authority of the.General Government. 
Let us abide by the Constitntion as it is written, 
or amend it in the constitutional mode, if it is 
found defective.” 

It will, from this connected view of the opinions 
of the late President, appear that; whilé-during his 
first term he entertained a vague and doubtful idea 
that some bank might be constitutionally establish - 
ed, his opinions during the second. term lent no 
countenance to that idea. He entirely repudiated 
both the necessity and constitutionality of any bank 
established by this Government; and he retired 
from that publie life, which he had adorned with 
so much public virtue and firmness, warning ‘his 
countrymen to abide by the Constitution, on this 
very<subject, as it is written, 

The Senator has, therefore, completely failed to 
establish his position, that it was the settled purpose 
of the late Administration to establish a Govern. 
ment bank, under the direction and control of ‘the 
Executive department. > 

Having failed, sir, to establish this position, he 
has still more signally miscarried in his effort to. fix 
upon the present Administration the same purpose, 
Ii the present Executive has succeeded to the-prin- 
ciples and policy of the late President, and does 
stand pledged to carry them out, I have conclusive- 
ly shown that a Government bank, under the con- 
trol of the Executive department, constituted’ no 
part of those principles or that policy. But we are 
not left to conjecture or inference upon this ‘point, 
The present President of the United. States came 
into power with the declaration upon his lips, tbat 
he deeined any Bank of the United States. to be ùn- 
constitutional. In his September ‘message he rei- 
terated the kindred declaration, that “again to cre- 
ate a National Bank, as a fiscal agent, would be'to 
disregard the popular will, twice solemnly and un- 
equivocally expressed.” In his recent message he 
has again reiterated the same sentiment; and: we 
nave all along had his own distinct intemation-that 
ne onld siga no bill establishing any. Natioñal 

ank. veh gt 

But, says the honorabie Senator-from Kentucky, 
the bul before the Senate is intended to executé-the 
purpose of establishing a Government’ Bank up 
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the ruins of the Bank of the United States and the ` 


State banks. Sir, this position of the Senator is: 
sustained by his mere assértion alone: The bill 
affords upon its face the most decisive evidence of 
the fallacy of the assertion. ‘There is not a bank 
feature in the bill, any more than is there in the 
counting-house of a merchant, who has a till or a 


vault to keep his money or his papers in, I leave ` 
the gratuitous assumption of the Senator on- this- 


point to the people, who are as capable of reading’ 
and understanding a bill as we are. 

The Senator charges the late and present Admi- 
nistrations wilh a design to overthrow the Sate 
banks. ‘Nothing is to be found in any message of 
either the late or present President to justify this 
accusation. The late Administration; both in 
word and action, exerted allits efforts to sustain 
the State banks. They were its pets. Sir, these 
banks have overthrown themselves, as far as they, 
have been overthrown, by their own improvidence, 
their avidity for gain, and perhaps their anxiety to 
accommodate. The system of State bank depo- 
sites was continued by this Administration until 
that system put an end to itself. The recommen- 
dations of the present Executive are not now, and 
never have been, adverse to the State banks, pro- 
perly conducted. They are adverse to their excesses 
and their abuses. The Administration, having 
failed in their zealous and liberal attempts to ren- 
der the State banks safe depositories of the national 
revenue, have been driven to suggest a more safe 
mode of public deposites; one more under the con- 
trol of Congress and the Executive; one which 
prevents the public moneys from being used for 
speculating purposes, and: at the same time leaves 
the State banks to- the exclusive control of their 
directors and the Governments of the several 
States. The Independent Treasury system, while 
ig, will bring the sound State banks up to the right 
standard and principle of useful and-safe banking, 

` will, I have no doubt, hasten the day of final settle- 
ment, to which the unsound institutions must come; 
and the sooner they arrive:at that period, the better 
for the people, the country, and the currency of the 
country. ‘The bill before the Senate will not over- 
throw the State bank system. It will correct and 
keep it in check; it will give- it more stability, and 
thus secure to it more of the public confidence. 

The substitute of the honorable Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Rives] proposes the restoration of 
the system of State bank deposites, which has just 
been tried, and signally failed. The modifications 
which he suggests render the system, in my judg- 
ment, infinitely worse than that which was its mo- 
del. The Senator limits the number of deposite 
banks to twenty-five. Why he has fixed upon 
that number, it is difficult for me to perceive. We 
have twenty-six States and two Territories in the 
Union. But let that pass. The limited number 
proposed is a monopoly of public favor, which will 
create discontent and dissatisfaction, engender bad 
feelings and exciting rivalry, and produce a con- 
stant succession of agitations, which will not only 
reach the Executive mansion, but these halls. In- 
stability and change in banking operations will ne- 
cessarily follow. But, sir, the honorable Senator 
introduces anew feature into the Constitution of 
this Government. Heretofore, Congress have ne- 


ver been called on to approve, by joint resolution, ` 


the selection of deposite banks, or the appointment 
of public agents. An innovation fraught with 
more mischief could not, in my opinion, have been 
proposed to this body. Sir, what will be the in- 
evitable ‘effect?’ The Secretary of the Treasury 
will select the deposite banks. He will send them 
to the two Houses for their approbation. The dis- 
appointed bank applicants will besiege these halls 
to effect a rejection of the nominated institutions, 
and to substitute their own. A scene of elec- 
tioneering, deception, perjury, and perhaps worse, 
will open upon us. Senators from the same State 
will differ as to the soundness, safety, and ability 
of the selected banks. The two Houses may dif- 
fer. Individual membcrs may be tampered wi-h. 
The golden apple of discord may be thrown within 
these sacred walls, dedicated to the enactment of 
salutary laws for the promotion of the public wel- 
ware. Who, sit, can contemplate such a state of 
things without trembling for the consequences upon 


` the nation. 


“APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Making public officers depositaries— Mr. Norvell. 


the purity of the legislative department of this Go- 


_ vernmeni? Sir, if it were possible for this substi- 


tute to be adopted, the dangerous feature to which 
I have called your attention ought certainly never 
to receive the sanction of this body. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] told the Senate, in a speech delivered here 


four years ago, that the Bank of the United States” 


had wantonly inflicted distress upon the country, 
with the obvious design of influencing and contre] - 
ling your proceedings. 


pressure may have caused the suspension of specie 
payments in May last, no pressure now exists to 
justify the continuance of the suspension. The de- 
sign is to contrel your proeeedings. In truth, sir, 
Ihave heard and believe, that some of the leading 
banks, which now refuse to unite in the resumption 
of-specie payments, have determined to persevere 
in that course, until they coerce this Government 
into an abandonment of the plan.of divorcing itself 
from the banks as its fiscal agents and depositories. 
I acquit the banks in the city of New York of that 
purpose. They have determined to resume. It 
remains to be seen, Mr. President, whether Con- 
gress or the Legislatures of the States are to be cor- 
rupted and driven into a base surrender of the pa- 
litical powers of the country, its liberties and inde- 
pendence, into the hands of irresponsible banks? 
Sir, he must have closed his eyes to passing trans- 
actions, who has not lately witnessed the fearful 
strides of this moneyed power to dominion over the 
whole legislation of the country. He must have 
been purposely blind, who has not seen its disas- 
trous influence in obtaining legislative instructions 
to honorable Senators here, to vote against a mea- 
sure intended to effecta separation of Bank and 
State, and essential to the protection of American 
legislation from the contaminating impurities of 
bank operations. I deeply regret, sir, to find the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, of whose purity 


_ and patriotism I have never doubted, drawn into 


an apparent support of bank interests, at the ex- 
pense, as I think, of the Republican institutiens of 
The Senator, four years ago, had the 
firmness to stand up against all the bank clamor 
and menaces of the day, “and to regard the cause 
of the Constitution and public liberty as dearer to 
the American people than the transitory state of 
the money market.” Sir, I quote the language of 
the honorable Senator on that trying occasion, when 
I express the hope, that we shall now follow his 
noble example then. “If we yield to the panic 
with which we are now assailed, and restore to the 
banks the deposites which they have justly forfeit- 
ed,” the triumph of these institutions will be com- 
plete, and their domination in the politics of the 
country virtually established. They will alike 
“overshadow the Government and the people.” I 
thank the honorable Senator for teaching me that 
phrase. ‘These corporations penetrate every part 
of the Union, and actin solid phalanx to sustain 
themselves and each other, and to break down the 
Government to their purposes. Restrained within 
their proper bounds; permitted to exercise no 
influence in the politics and measures of 
the Government; the connection with them 
dissolved, they will attend. to their appro- 
priate banking duties; they will keep their 
issues within the possibility of redemption; 
they will afford moderate facilities and accommo- 
dations to their fellow-citizens; their paper will 
have a value corresponding with that which it 
professes to represent; and the country, and the in- 
stitutions of the country, will not ind in them an 
interest adverse and hostile to them. “Sir,” said 
the Senator, on a former occasion, “of all the re- 
forms, social, political, or economical, required by 
the great interests of the country, that. which is 
most urgently demanded, and which promises, in 
its accomplishment, the largest results of utility, 
security, and public benefit, is, beyond comparison, 
the restoration of the Government to what it was 
intended by the framers of the Constitution to be, 
ahard money Government.” It is, Mr. President, 
this reform which we are now Striving, to a certain 
extent, to accomplish; and I am sorry that the hono- 
rable Senator from Virginia has so far changed his 
views, as that we have lost his co-operation to- 


lin; s. Ifthat wasthe case then, 
it is much more obvious at this time, that whatever. 
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wards its accomplishment. “That which the Sena- 
tor then thought more deeply interesting than any 


other reform, to the safety and prosperity. of the 
country, the requirement. of the -pu dues in 
specie, he now, unfortunately for his. friends, con- 


siders Utopian and impossible. That 
then thought “an object worthy to engage. the. 
anxious labors of the patriot and statesman 
now denounces as pernicious and fatal to the p 

lic interests, He then conjured honorable Seña- 
tors, with whom he is now co-operating against the 
hard money system, to leave the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to its fate, and to bring forward their 
powerful aid in an effort to restore the Government! 
to its true constitutional character and destination 
—“that of « simple, solid, hard money Government.” 
Now, when we are making the effort to restore 
the Government to its true constitutional charac- 
ter and destination, the Senator has volunteered 
against us; has withdrawn from us the aid of his 
powerful talents; has lent them to the enemies of 
the “simple, solid, hard money Government,” and 
charges us with “fostering a popular prejudice 
against banks, as a fund for political speculation, 
at the expense of all the sober realities of life, and 
the practical, pervading, and hof&ebred interests 
of the conntry.” Sir, I invite the Senator from 
Virginia to a reperusal of his speech on the remo- 
val of the deposites. I appeal from the Senator 
as he now is, to the Senator as he then was. I re- 
gret that the Senator has so often produced the 
authority of Edmund Burke in support of. his 
views. The name and the fate of that talented 
man are of evil omen. He commenced his public 
career as a patriot, of free, liberal, firm, Whig prin- 
ciples. He ended an apostate, a champion of. 
the divine right of kings and queens, anda pen- 
sioner upon the administration of his enemies. Sir, 
the pure mind of the Virginia Senator, educated, 
as he was, at the feet of the great Gamaliel of Re- 
publican learning and liberty, should revolt from 
deriving its supports, its principles or illustrations, 
on any occasion, from such a source as Edmund 
Burke. Another passage of British history is 
worthy of his profound consideration. Need I 
name the coalition between Charles James Fox and 
Lord North, which fixed a lasting stigma upon the 
character of the illustrious English Commoner? 
Let the honorable ‘Senator ponder on what may 
be recorded of these our times by the future his- 
torian! ; : 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] has lately taken frequent occa- 
sion to remind the majority of this body of their 
obedience to Executive commands, of their being 
the household troops, and of prostrating themselves 
at the feet of the Executive. Such language is dis- 
respectful to the Senate. I do not believe that the 
Senator intended to insult us. But let me remind 
him of the period when, in another part of this 
building, he was the able and eloquent Republican 
supporter of the administration of James Madison. 
Let me remind him that he and the majority acting 
with him were then denounced, by some of his pre- 
sent allies, in language similar to that in which he 
has permitted himself to indulge towards the Re- 
publican majority of this body at this time. Let 
me tell him of the indignant rebukes which such 
language called down upon their heads from his 
lips; and that reminiscence will bring home to him 
what we ought to feel, and what, I trast, some of 
us do feel, at his reproaches, even if we have too 
tamely forborne to give utterance to the indignation 
which they were so well calculated to excite. In 
the elevated position which the Senator occupies; in 
view of that, still more elevated, to which he as- 
pires, I submit that it does not become him to use 
words which imply as little respect for himself, as 
to many of those with whom he is associated in 
legislation. 

‘We have heard much here of pension agents, 
and of their use of the public money as a compen- 
sation for their trouble. Why, sir, this is mo new 
thing. The National Bank performed the duties 
of pension agents. Did it do so for nothing? No, 
sir. It performed these and.other duties in conside- 
rationof the use of the public deposites committed 
to its cbarge. Its average annual compensation 
was at least half a million of dollars. 
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Much:complaint is made, too, concerning the 
high rates of domestic exchanges. This is no 
novelty in our pecuniary history, Several times 
during the existence of the Bank of the United 
States, the domestic exchanges were in an equally 
disordered condition. And if my memory serves 
me, in 1819, in 1825, and’ when the national debt 
was about to be finally extinguished, that bank was 
on thejverge of a suspension of specie payments. 
At the two former periods it was saved by the aid 
of the Government. At the latter period the bank, 
to sustain and strengthen itself, induced the Euro- 
pean holders of our public debt to retain its evi- 
dences in their hands some months, the bank agree- 
ing to pay the interest to them for the time, in con- 
sideration of the postponement of their presenta- 
tion, by which it was enabled to protect itself by 
the use of the public money so much longer. 
These facts go to show the importance of sepa- 
rating the Government from all banks, in reference 
to the safety of the public moneys, and to the 
general stability of the banking operations and 
currency of the country. l 

Sir, the honorable Senators over the way dis- 
agree as to the purposes which they ascribe to the 
Administration and to us. Some of them say that 
we are for a hard money currency alone. The 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis} declares 
that we mean no such thing; that we are for a 
Government paper currency. We are not bound, 
sir, to defend ourselves against these contradictory 
accusations, Let us do what we may, they are 
determined to disapprove of this or any other simi- 
lar measure. 

“They do not like it, Doctor Fell, 
The reason why they cannot tell; 
But this, Pm sure, I know full well, 
They do not like it, Doctor Fell.” 

The bill has been charged with efecting a union 
of the purse and sword in the same hands. Mr. 
President, the boldness with which asseverations of 
this kind are made, in the presence of an enlightened 
assembly, are truly marvellous. The ministerial 
custody of the public money has always b'en com- 
mitted to the Executive Department of the Govern- 
ment. At all times, under all administrations, 
whether deposited in banks, or remaining in the 
hands of receivers and collectors, the Executive or 
the Treasury Department has had, by law, the 
general care of the revenue of the nation, when 
paid in. The measure before us does not, in the 
slightest degree, vary this principle, which exists 
now, and existed in the palmy days of the Repub- 
lic, when Thomas Jefferson was its Chief Execu- 
tive Magistrate. Nominally, the publie money is 
always in the charge of the Executive. But, ac- 
cording to the bill befure us, as under all previous 
systems, no money can be drawn from the Trea- 
sury, except in pursuance of an appropriation by 
law. The allegation is unfounded, that by this 
bill the purse and the sword are united in the same 
hands. The Executive cannot touch any money 
without an appropriation by Congress. Sir, l have 
never, in my whole life, seen a measure treated 
with the want of candor, the misrepresentation, the 
hardihood of assertion, which the bill before the 
Senate has experienced from some of its adversa- 
ries, from its first inception to the present moment. 
The purse was never more completely separated 
from the sword, never more effectually in the hands 
of Congress, than it will be under the provisions of 
this bill. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Masschusetts 
[Mr. Weester] charges the Administration with 
shrinking from responsibility, with retreating from 
manly contest, in relation to the subjects of the 
currency and the public money. I had supposed 
that if any measure ever proposed by an Executive 
were marked by a manly sense of responsibility, 
by a disposition to shrink from no duty, this was 
that measure. It has been denounced by the Op- 
position as a bold and daring innovation upon 
established notions. Is this a shrinking, evasive, 
unmanly characteristic? But if the honorable Se- 
nater means that the Administration shrinks from 
the responsibility of proposing the establishment of 
a general paper currency, he is correct. The Ad- 
ministration do shrink from any violation of the 
Constitution. Sir, you are nowhere awthorized by 
that instrument to establish a national paper cur- 


rency. Gold and silver, the precious metals, are 
the only money recognised in the Constitution; and 
in the use of bank paper at all, this Government 
has heretofore ‘yielded to circumstances, to a state 
of things, beyond and without the Constitution, 
which they could not entitely control. The Sena- 
tor has been called the great champion of the Consti- 
tution. Sir, he is an able lawyer. Buthe is the great 
violator of the Constitution, when he requires this 
Government to establish a national paper currency. 
Failing to adduce any feasible provision in that 
instrument to justify such a measure, the Senator 
appeals to that common. sense, of which I wish he 
had infused a little more into his late speech on this 
floor, assailing this measure as a system of safes, 
and vaults, and cells, and caverns, to show that 
the power, yet undiscovered in the Constitution, 
ought to be exercised. Sir, T trust that this great 
confederate Republic may long be saved from such 
champions of its Constitution as are perpetually 
seeking in it for some pretext to justify the exercise 
of a power not granted to this Government. In 
the speech of the Senator, net much that is tangi- 
ble, bearing upon the intrmsic merits of this bill, 
isto be found. Itis general declamation. The 
measure is assailed, not for what it does contain, 
but for what it does not contain. The Senator un- 
dertakes to tell us what public sentiment is, on this 
subject, in this nation. Jis predictions may be 
verified; but if they be, it will be the first time in 
his political life that he has judged or acted ac- 
cording to the general sentiment of the nation. At 
one time, he found himself in a majority of this 
body; bat it wasin that ill-fated coalition, which 
here, in this hall, sustained itself so long in defi- 
ance of public opinion, and which, now in ami- 
norily, is, if we may judge from recent indications 
over the way, rapidly crumbling to its final disso- 
lution. 

In relation to that principle in the bill, which 
proposes a gradual return to the exclusive recep- 
tion of gold and silver in payment of the public 
dues, Í incline to the opinion that it will prove sa- 
Iutary. It does not, however, immediately go into 
effect; and if, by the next session of Congress, it 
should be found that the banks have resumed spe- 
cie payments, and have been. restored to a sound 
and safe condition, we may, if it should be deemed 
expedient, modify or postpone this provision. still 
further at that time. We need not be too tena- 
cious upon this point. The great object, in pro- 
posing and supporting this measure, is the divorce 
of the Government from the banks. That object 
attained, the Government will cease to be subject 
to the dangerous power, the importuning influence, 
the fluctuating operations‘of the banks. The banks 
themselves will rely upon their own proper ye- 
sources, the custom of the merchants, and the con- 
fidence of the people, for their support, their busi- 
ness and profits, The peeple will cease to be per- 
petnally agitated by the (uctnations produced, ina 
great degree, by the connection between bank and 
State, between the bank operations and the polities 
of the country. And our free, civil, and political 
institutions will no Jonger ke endangered or over- 
shadowed by the combined moneyed and banking 
power which pervades every part of the Union. — 

My. President, one word more, and I have done. 
Ifthe ill before the Senate should be rejected, T 
am well satisfied that no other measure on this sub- 
ject can, at this time, suceced in this body. ‘Lhe 
vague anit indefinite notions of a special deposite 


| System—special deposites of bank paper, as well as 


of specie—are only so many crude conceptions of 
financial and political quackery. They will, I 
trast, fad no sanction here. I concur in the sug- 
gestion, advanced on this floor, that we have the 
allernative of remaining as we are; and that, in 
my judgement, is the next best alternative to the 
measure now under discussion. 


SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA; 
In Senate, Saturday, March 10, 1S38—In reply to 
Mr. Cray, on Mr. Wricur’s bill. 
I rise to fulfil a promise I made some time since 
to notice at my leisure the reply of the Senator 
from Kentucky farthest from me {Mr. Cray] to 


my remarks, when F first. addressed the Senate-on: 
the subject. now. under: discussion. 825 erste 

On comparing With- care the reply. with ‘the re- 
marks, I am ata loss to:determine. whether it is:the 
most remarkable for its.omissions or misslatements. 


Instead of leaving not a hairin the head of my-ar- 
guments, as the Senator threatened, (to. use his.not 


very dignified expression,).-he ‘has not’ even lat- 
tempted . to -Answer a.:large, -and-‘not,the. least 
weighty, portion; and ofthat which he has,.there.is 
not one fairly stated, or fairly answered... I speak 
literally; and without exaggeration;: nor would it 
be difficult td establish to the letter what Tassert, if 
I could reconcile it, to-myself .to consume the time 
of the Senate in establishing a long series of nega- 
tive propositions, in which they -could take, but lit- 
tle interest, however. important they. may. be re- 
garded by the Senator and. myself. . T'o avoid so 
idle a consumption of the lime, I’ propose to pre- 
sent a few instances of his misstatements, from 
which the rest may be inferred;‘and, that I may. not 
be suspected of having selected them, Ishall take 
them in the order in which they stand in -his 
reply. : ` : . 
The Senate will. recollect that when the Senator 
from Virginia farthest from me [Mr. Rives] intro- 
duced his substitute, he. accompanied. it with. the 
remark, that it was his first choice, and. the: ṣe- 
cond choice -of those who. are. allied. with him’ on 
this occasion. In. noticing. this remark, I stated, 
that if I might judge from appearances, which 
could scarcely deceive one, the Senator might have 
said, not only the second, but, under. existing cir- 
cumstances, it was: their first. choice, and. that, de- 
spairing of a bank for the present, they. would sup- 
port his substitute, . Assuming this inference to be 
correct, I stated: that the question, was narrowed 
down, in fact, to the bill and substitute, of: which 
one or the other must be selected. The Senator 
from Kentucky, in his reply, omitted all tHese 
qualifications, and represented me as making the 
absolute assertion that, in the nature of the case, 
there was no other alternative but the bill or the 
substitute, and then gravely pointed out’ two others 
—to do nothing, or adopt a National Bank; as if I 
could possibly be ignorant of what was so obvious. 
After he had thus replied, not to what T really said, 
but his own misstatement of it, as if to. make com. 
pensation, he proceeded in. the same breath to con- 
firm the truth of what I did say by giving his, sap- 
port to the substitute, which: he. called a half-way 
house, where he could spend some pleasant hours. 
Nothing is more easy than to win such victories. 
Having inferred, as has turned out to be the fact, 
that there was no other alternative at present but 
the bill and substitute, I next showed the embar- 
rassment to which the gentlemen opposite to me 
would be involved, from having, four years ago, 
on the question of the removal of the deposites, de- 
nounced a league of State banks, similar to that 
proposed to be revived by the substitute. Aiter 
enlarging on this point, I remarked that, if I might 
be permitted to state my opinion, the gentlemen 
bad taken a course unfortunate for themselves and 
the country: unfortunate for them; for, let what 
would come, they would be responsible. If the 
bill was lost, theirs would be the responsibility; if 
the substitute was carried, on them the responsibi- 
Jity would fall; and ifnothing was done, they would 
be held responsible; and unfortunate for.the coun- 
try, because ithad prevented the decision of. the 
question at the extra session, which could not have 
failed to pat an carly termination to. the present 
commercial and pecuniary embarrassment. This 
the Senator, in his reply, met by stating that I-had 
called on him and his friends to follow my lead; 
and thus regarding it, he made it the pretext of 
some ill-natured personal remarks, which I shall 
notice hereafter. I never dreamed of making such 
a call; and what I said cannot be tortured, by the 
foree of construction, to bear a meaning having the 
least semblance to it : ; 
After making these preliminary remarks, 1 took 
up the substitute, and showed that it proposed. to 
make a bargain with the banks. I then stated the 
particulars and the conditions of the proposed. bar- 
gain; that its object was to enable the banks to:pay 
their debts, and for that. purpose it proposed to con- 
fer important privileges; to give them. the use of 
the public funds from the time of deposite to dis- 
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bursement, and to have their notes received as cash 
in the dues of the Government., I then asked if we 
had a right to make such a bargain? The Senator, 
Jeaving out all these particulars, represented me as 
saying that the Government had no right to make a 
bargain with the banks; and then undertakes to in- 
volve me in an inconsistency, in supporting the 
bill, because it proposes to bargain with the banks 
for the use of their vaults, as a place of safe-keep- 
ing for the public money; as if there was a possible 
analogy between the two cases. Nothing is more 
easy than to refute the most demonstrative argu- 
ment in this way. Drop an essential part of the 
premises, and the most irresistible conclusion of 
course falls. 

In the same summary and easy mode of reply- 
ing to my arguments, the Senator perverted my de- 
nial that the Government had a right to receive 
bank notes as cash, into the assertion that it had 
no right to receive any thing but cash; and then 
accuses me with inconsistency, because I voted, at 
the extra session, for the bill authorizing the receipt 
of Treasury notes in the dues of the Government; 
as if any one ever doubted that it could receive its 
own paper, or securities, in payment of its debts. 
Such are the misstatements of the Senator, taken in 
their regular order, as they stand in his reply; and 
they present a fair specimen of what hé chooses to 
consider an answer to my argument. There is not 
one less unfairly stated, or unfairly met, than the 
instances I have cited. ; 

The Senator presented two difficulties in reply to 
what J said against receiving bank notes by the 
Government, which demand a passing notice be- 
fore I dismiss this part of the subject. He ob- 
jected, first, that it was contrary to the provision of 
the bill itself, which authorizes the receipts of the 
notes of specie-paying banks for a limited time. 
To answer this objection, it will be necessary to 
advert to the object of the provision. By the pro- 
visions of the joint resolution of 1816, the nctes of 
- specie-paying banks are made receivable in the 
dues of the Government; and, of course, on the 
resumption of specie payments, bank notes would 
again be received by the. Government as hereto- 
fore, without limitation as to time, unless some 
provision be adopted to prevent it. In a word, the 
Government, though separated in fact. at present 
from the banks, is not legally separated; and the 
object of the provision is to effect the separation 
as well in law as itis in fact. This it proposes to 
do by a gradual repeal of the joint resolution of 
1816, in order to prevent, as far as possible, any 
injurious effects to the community or the banks. 
The Senator, in making his objection, overlooks 
the broad distinction between the doing and un- 
doing of an unconstitutional act. There are some 
unconstitutional acts that are difficult, if not im- 
possible, to be undone; such, for instance, as the 
a dmission of Louisiana into the Union, admitting 
itto be unconstitutional, which I do not. There 
ate others which cannot be undone suddenly, 
without wide-spread distress and ruin; such as the 
protective tariff, which, accordingly, the compro- 
mise act allowed upwards of eight years for the 
gradual repeal. Such also is the case under con- 
sideration, which, under the provisions of the bill, 
would be effected in seven years. In all such cases 
l hold it to be not only clearly constitutional for 
Congress to make a gradual repeal, but its duty to 
do so; otherwise it would be often impossible to 
get clear of an unconstitutional act short of a revo- 
lution. His next objection was, that the reasons 
which would make the receipt of bank notes un- 
constitutional, would also make the China trade so, 
which he represented as absorbing a large portion 
of the specie of the country. There is no analogy 
whatever between the two cases. 
of specie is to carry on trade, and it would be idle 
to attempt to regulate the distribution and fluctua- 
tion which result from its operation. Experience 
proves that all attempts of the kind must either 
prove abortive or mischievous. In fact, it may be 
laid down as a law, that the more universal the 
demand for specie, and the less that demand is in- 
terrupted, the more steady and uniform its value, 
and the more perfectly, of course, it fulfils the 
great purpose of circulation, for which it was in- 
tended. There are, however, not a few who, 
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The very object. 


taking a different view, have thought it to be the 


duty of the Government to prohibit ‘the exportation | 


of specie to China, on the very ground which the 
Senator atsumes, and I am not certain but that he 
himself has been in favor of the measnre. 

But the Scnator did not restrict himself to a reply 
fo my arguments. He introduced personal re- 
marks, which neither self-respect, nor a regard to 
the cause I support, will permit me to pass without 
notice, as adverse as I am to all personal controver- 
sies. Not only my education and disposition, but, 
above all, my conception of the duties belonging to 
the station I occupy, indisposes me to such con- 
troversies. We are sent here, not to wrangle, or 


indulge in personal abuse, ‘but to deliberate and i 


decide on the common interests of the States of this 
Union, as far as they have been subjected by the 
Constitution to our jurisdiction. Thus thinking 
and feeling, and having perfect confidence in the 
cause I support, I addressed myself, when I was 
last up, directly and exclusively to the understand- 
ing, carefully avoiding every remark which had the 
least personal or party bearing. In proof of this, 
I appeal to you, Senators, my witnesses and judges 
on this occasion. But it seems that no caution on 
my part could prevent what I was so anxious to 
avoid. The Senator, having no pretext to give a 
personal direction to the discussion, made a preme- 
ditated and gratuitous attack on me. I say having 
no pretext, for there is not a shadow of foundation 
for the assertion that I called on him and his party 
to follow my lead, at which he scemed to take of- 
fence, as I have already shown. I made ro such 
call, or any thing that could be construed into it. 
It would have been impertinent, in the relation be- 
tween myself and his party, at any stage of this 
question; and absurd at that late period, when 
every Senator had made up his mind. As there 
was, then, neither provocation nor pretext, what 
could be the motive of the Senator in making the 
attack? It could not be to indulge in the pleasure 
of personal abuse, the lowest and basest of all our 
passions, and which is so far beneath the dignity of 
the Senator’s character and station. Nor could it 
be with the view to intimidation. The Senator 
kniows me too long and too well to make such an 
attempt. I am sent here by constituents as respec- 
table as those he represents, in order to watch over 
their peculiar interests, and take care of the gence- 
ral concern; and if I werecapable of being deterred 
by any one, or any consequence, in discharging my 
duty, from denouncing what I regarded as danger- 
ous or corrupt, or giving a decided and zealous 
support to what I thought right and expedient, I 
would, in shame and confusion, return my com- 


mission to the patriotic and gallant State I repre- | 


sent, to be placed in more resolute and trustworthy 
hands. 

If, then, neither the one nor the other of these be 
the motive, what, I repeat, can it be? 
my eyes over the whole surface I can see but one, 
which is, that the Senator, despairing of the suffi- 
ciency of his reply to overthrow my arguments, had 
resorted to personalities, in the hope, with their aid, 
to effect what he could not accomplish by main 


strength. He well knows that the force of an ar- 
gument on moral or political subjects depends | 


greatly on the character of him who advanced it, 
and that to cast suspicion on his sincerity or mo- 
tive, or to shake confidence in his understanding, is 


often the most effectual mode to destroy its force. 
Thus viewed, his personalities may be fairiy re- | 
garded as constituting a part of his reply to my ar- | 
gument; and we, accordingly, find the Senator . 
throwing them in front, like a skilful general, in | 


order to weaken my arguments before he brought 
on his main attack. In repelling, then, his person- 
al attacks, I also defend the cause which I advo- 
cate. It isagainst that his blows are aimed, and 
he. strikes at it through me, because he believes 
his blows will be the more effectual. 


Having given this direction to his reply, he has i 
imposed on me a double duty to repel his attacks: | 


duty to myself and the cause Isupport. I shall not 


decline its performance; and when it is discharged, : 
I trust [ shall have placed my character as far be- ' 
yond the darts which he has hurled at it, as my ar- | 
guments have proved to be above his abilities to | 


reply tọ them. In doing this, I shall be compelled 


In casting | 


Making public officers depositaries—Mr. Calhoun. 
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to speak of myself. No one can be more sensible 
than Tam how how odious.it is to speak of onei 
self. Ishall endeavor to confine myself within th 
limits of the strictest propriety; but if any thing 
should escape me that may wound the most deli~ 
cate ear, the odium ought in justice to. fall nel on 
me, but the Senator, who, by. his unprovoked and 
wanton attack, has imposed on me the painful ne- 
cessity of speaking of myself. nae y 
The leading charge of the Senator—that on which 
all the others depend, and which, being overthrown, 
they fall to the ground—is that I have gone over; 
have left his side, and joined the other. By this 
vague and indefinite expression, I presume he 
meant to imply that I ‘had either changed my opi- 
nion, or abandoned my principle, or deserted my 
party. If he did not mean one, or all; if I have 
changed neither opinions, principles, nor party, 
then the charge meant nothing deserving notice. 
But if he intended to imply, what I have presumed 
he did, I take issue on the fact—I meet and repel 
the charge. It happened, fortunately for me, 
fortunately for -the cause of truth and justice, that 
it was not the first time that I had offered my senti- 
ments on the question now under consideration. 
There is scarcely a single point in the present issue 
on which I did not explicitly express my opinion, 
four years ago, in my place here, when the remo- 
val of the deposites and the questions connected 
with it were under discussion—so explicitly as to 
repel effectually the charge of any change on my 
part, and to make it impossible for me to pursue 
any other course than I have without involving 
myseif in gross inconsistency. I. intend not to 
leave so important a point to rest on my bare asser- 
tion. What I assert stands on record, which I 
now hold in my possession, and intend, at the pro- 
per time, to introduce and read. But, before I do 
that, it will be proper I should state the questions 
now at issue, and my course in relation to them, so 
that, having a clear and distinct perception of 
them, you may, Senators, readily and satisfac- 
torily compare and determine whether my course 
on the present occasion coincides with the opinions 
I then expressed. 
There are three questions, as is agreed by all, 
mvolved in the present issue: Shall we separate 
the Government from the banks, or shall we re- 
vive the Jeague of State banks, or create a national 
bank? My opinion ‘and course in reference to 
cach are well known. I prefer the separation to 
either of the others; and, as between the other two, 
I regard a national bank as a more efficient and 
a less corrupting fiscal agent than a league of State 
banks.’ It is also well known that I have ex- 
pressed myself on the present occasion hostile to 
the banking system, as it exists, and against the 
constitutional power of making a bank, unless on 
the assumption that we have the right to receive 
and treat bank notes as cash in oar fiscal opera- 
tions, which I, for the first time, have denied on 
-the present occasion. Now, I entertained and ex- 
pressed all these opinioas, on a different occasion, 
four years ago, except the right of receiving bank 
notes, in regard to which I then reserved my opi- 
nion ; and if all this should be fully and clearly 
established by the record, from speeches delivered 
and published at the time, the charge of the Sena- 
tor must, in the opinion of all, however prejudiced, 
sink to the ground. Iam now prepared to intro- 
duce, and have the record read. I delivered two 
speeches in the session of 1833-34, one on the re- 
moval of the deposites, and the other on the ques- 
lion of the renewal of the charter of the late bank, 
I ask the Secretary to turn to the volume lying 
before him, and read the three paragraphs marked 
in my speech on the deposites. I will thank ‘him 
to raise his voice, and read slowly, so that he may 
be distinctly heard, and I must ask you, Senators, 
to give your attentive hearing, for on the coinci- 
dence between my opinions then and my course 
now my vindication against this unprovoked and 
groundless charge rests. ; 


“tf [said Mr. C.] this wasa question of bank or no bank; ifit 
involved the existence of the banking system, it would indeed 
bea great question—one of the first: magnitude; and, with my 
present impression, long enfertained, and daily increasing, F 
would hesitate, long hesitate, before I would be found under the 
banner ofthe system. 1 have great doubts Gf doubts they n y 
be called) as to the soundness and tendency ofthe while system, 

“In all its modifications. I have grear feara that it will be found 
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advance of civilization; fatally hostile 
where the system exists in its worst 


hostile to liberty and the 
to liberty in our country, he syste iste 
and most dangerous form. Ofall institutions affecting the great 
question of the distribution of wealth; a question least explored, 
and the most important of any in the whole range of political 


economy, the banking institution has, if not the greatest, among 
the greatest, and, } fear, most pernicious, influence on the mode 
ot tribution. Were the question really before us, I would 
not shun the responsibility, great as it might be, of freely and 
fully offering my sentiments on these deeply important points; 
but, as it ie, Í must content myself with the few remarks which 
J have thrown out. 

“What, then, isthe real question which now agitates the 
country? Lanswer, it is a struggle between the Executive and 
Legislative departments of the Government a struggle, notin 
relation to the existence of the baok, but which, Congress or 
the President, should have the power to create a bank, and the 
consequent contro} over the currency of the country. This is 
the real question. Let us not deceive ourselves. This league, 
this association of banks, created by the Executive, bound to- 
gether by its influence, united in common articles ofassociation, 
vivified and sustained by receiving the deposites of the public 
money, and having their notes converted, by being received 
every where by the Treasury, into the common currency of the 
country, is, to all intents snd purposes, a Bank of the United 
States, the Rxecntive Bank of the United States, as distinguish- 
ed from that of Congress. 

“owever it might fail to perform satisfactorily the ueefal 
functions of the Bank of the United States aa incorporated by 
law, it would outstrip it, far outstrip it, in all its dangerous 
qualities, in extending the power, the influence, and the corrup- 
tion of the Government. It was impossible to conceive any 
institution more admirably calculated to advance these objects. 
Not wily the selected banks, but the whole banking institutions 
of the gopntry, and with thein the entire money power, for the 
purpose of speculation. peculation, aud corruption, would be 
placed under the control of the Executive. A system of we 
puces and promises will bo established; of menace to the banks 
in possession of the deposites, but which might not be entirely 
subservient ta Executive views; and of promise of future favors 
sæ WhO may not ad yet cujey its favors,  Botween the two, 
the banks would be left without influence, honor, or honesty; 
and a system of speculation andstork -jobbing would commence, 
unequalled in the annals of our country,” 

“So long aa the question is one between a Bank of the United 
States, incorporated by Congress, and that system of banks 
which has been created by the will of the Executive, it is an 
insult to the understanding to discourse on the pernicious ten- 
dency and unconstitutionakty of the Bank of the United Btatcs. 
Tu bring up that question fairly and legitimately, you must go 
one step fardher--you must divorce the Goyerpment and the 
banking sys em. You must refuse all connection with banks. 
You must neither receive nor pay away bank yotes; you must 
go back to the old system of the strong bex, and of gold and sil- 
ver. If you have a right to receive bank notes at all--fo treat 
them as money by receiving them in your dueg, or paying them 
away to creditors, you have a right to create a bank, What- 
ever the Government receives and ureta us money, Is maney; 
and, if it be money, then they have the right, under the Consti- 
tution, to regulate it. Nay. they ave bound by a bigh obligation 
to adopt the most efficient means, according to the vacure of that 
whieh they have recognised ax money, to give to it the utmost 
stability aod uniformity ofvalne. Aud if it be in the shape of 
bank notes, the most elficrent r of giving thoxe qualites is 
a Bank of the Tinted Sites, rporated by Cemgress. Un- 
Jess you give the highest practical uniformity to the vadue of 
bank notes—so long as you r them in your dues, and treat 
them as money, yau Violate that provision of the Constitution 
which provides that taxation shall be unifmin throughout the 
United States. There is no other alternative. T repeat, you 
must divorce the Government entirely from the banking sys- 
tem, or, if not, youare bound to incorporate a bank as the only 
safe and efficient means of giving stability and uniformity to the 
currency. And should the depostirs not be restored, ard the 
present illezal and unconstitudonal connection hetween the Ex- 
ecutive and the league of banks continue, F shall feel it my 
duty, ifno one else moves, to introduce a measure to prohihyt 
Governmeat.from receiving ov touching bank notes in any shape 
whatever, as the only means left of giving safery and stability 
to the currency, and saving the country from corruption and 
rain? 


Such were my sentiments, delivered four years 
since, on the question of the removal of the depo- 
sites, and now standing on record; and I now call 
your attention, Senators, while they are fresh in 
your minds, and before other extracts are read, to 
the opinions I then entertained and expressed, in 
order that you may compare them with those that 
I have expressed, and the course I have pursued, 
on the present occasion. In the first place, I then 
expressed myself explicitly and decidedly against 
the banking system, and intimated, in language 
too strong to be mistaken, that, if the question was 
then bank or no bank, as it now is, as far as Go- 
vernment is concerned, I would not be found on 
the side of the bank. Now, I ask, I appeal to. the 


candor of all, even the most prejudiced, isthere aay | 


thing in all this contradictory to my present opi- 
nions or course? On the contrary, having enter- 
tained and expressed these opinions, could I, at this 
time, when the issue I then supposed is actually 
presented, have gone against the separation with- 
out gross inconsistency? Again, I then declared 
myself to be utterly opposed to a combination or 
league of State banks, as being the most inefficient 
and corrupting fiscal agent the Government could 
select, and more objectionable than a. Bank of the 
United States. I again appeal, is there a senti- 
ment or'a'word in all this contradictory to what I 
have said or done on the present occasion? So far 


otherwise, is -here not a perfect harmony and coin- 
cidence throughout, which, considering the dis- 
tance of time and the difference of the eecasion, is 
truly remarkable, and. this extending to all the 
great and governing questions now at issue? 

But the removal of the deposites was not the 
only question discussed at that remarkable and im- 
portant session. The charter of the United States 
Bank was then about to expire. The Senator from 
Massachusetts nearest to me, [Mr. Wexster,] 
then at the head of the Committee on Finance, 
suggested, in his place, that he intended to intro- 
duce a bitlto renew the charter. I clearly per- 
ceived ibat the movement, if made, would fail; 
and that there was no prospect of deing any thing 
to arrest the danger I saw approaching, unless the 
subject was taken up on the broad question of the 
currency; and that if any connection of the Go- 
vernment with the banks could be justified at all, 
it must be in that relation. Tam not among those 
who believe that the currency was in a sound con- 
dition when the deposites were removed in 1834. 
I then believed, and experience has proved I was 
correct, that it was deeply and dangerously dis- 
eased; and that the most efficient measures were 
necessary to prevent the catastrophe which has 
since fallen on the cireulation of the country. 
There was then not more than one dollar in specie, 
on an average, in the banks, including the United 
States Bank and all, for six of bank notes in circu- 
lation, and not more than one in eleven compared 
to liabilities of the banks, and this while the United 
States Bank was in full and active operation, 
which proves conclusively that us charter ought 
not to be renewed, if renewed at all, without great 
modifications, J saw also that the expansion of 
tha circulation, great as it then was, must still far- 
ther increase; that the disease lay deep in the sys- 
tem; that the terms on which the charter of the 
Bank of England was renewed would give a west- 
ern direction to speci¢, which, instead of correcting 
the disorder, by substituting specie for bank notes 
in our circulation, would become the basis of new 
banking eperations that would greatly increase the 
swelling tide. Sach were my conceptions then, and 
L honestly and earnestly endeavored to carry them 
into effect, in order to prevent the approaching ca- 
tastrophe. 

The political and personal relations between my- 
sell and the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Wensrer] were then not the kindest. We stood 
in opposition at the preceding session on the great 
question growing out of the conflict between the 
State Lrepresented and the General Government, 
which could not pass away without leaving un- 
friendly feelings on both sides; but where duty is 
involved, 1 am not in the habit of permitting my 
personal relations to interfere. In my solicitude to 
avoid coming dangers, I sought an interview 
through a common friend, in order to compare 
opinions as to the proper course to be pursued. 
We met, and conversed freely and fully, but parted 
without agreeing. I expressed to him my deep. re- 
gret at onr disagreement, and informed him that, 
akhough F could not agree with him, I would 
throw no embarrassment in his way, but should 
feel it to he my duty, when he made his motion to 
introduce a bill to renew the charter of the bank, 
to express my opinion at large on the state of the 
currency znd the proper course lo be pursued, 
which f accordingly did. On that memorable oc- 
casion F stood almost alone. One party supported 
the ieague of Siate banks, and the other the United 
States Bank, the charter of which the Senator from 
Ma “usetis [Mr. WEBSTER] proposed to renew 
for six years. INothing was left me but to place 
myself distinctly before the country on the ground 
I occupied, which E did, fully and explicitly, in the 
speech I delivered on the occasion. In justice to 
myself, I ought to have every word of ic read on 
the present occasion. It would of itself be a full 
vindication of my course. I stated and enlarged 
On ail the points to which I have already referred; 
objected to the recharter as proposed by the mover, 
and foretold that what has since happened would 
follow, unless something effectual was done to pre- 
vent it. Asa remedy, I proposed to use the Bank 
of the United States as a temporary expedient, for- 


. tified with strong guards, in order to resist and turn 
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back the swelling tide: Of circulation. ‘With this 
views I proposed to “prohibit the issae of any note. 
under ten dollars, at first, andiafter a ‘certain inter- 
val, under twenty; and io refuse to receive the totes 
of any bank that issued notes under five dollars, or . 
that received the notes ‘of any bank that issued Jess, 
in order to make a total separation. between. the 
banks that should refuse to discontinue the issue of 
small notes, and the others, in the ‘hope that the in- 
fluence of the later, withthe voice of the commiu- 
nity, would ultimately compel a. discontinuance. 
I proposed that the charter, with. these and’ “other 
provisions that’ might be devised by a committee 
appointed for the purpose, should be-renewed for 
twelve years, two years: longer than the Bank of 
England had been, in order to avail ourselves of the 
experience and wisdom of that great and enlightened 
nation. All this I proposed, expressly on the 
ground of undoing the system, gradually and slow- 
ly, till a total disconnection should be effected, if 
experience should show that it could be carried to 
that extent. My object was double; to get clear cf 
the system, and to avoid the catastrophe. which has 
since befallen us, and which I. then saw was ap- 
proaching. : ' 

To prove all this, I again- refer to the record. ie 
it shall appear from it that my object was to discon- 
nect the Governmentgradually and cautiously from 
the banking. system, and with that, view, and that 
only, I proposed to use the United States Bank for 
a short time, and that I explicitly expressed. the 
same opinions then, as I now have, on almost eve- 
ry point connected with the.system, l shall not only 
have vindicated. my character from the charge of 
the Senator from Kentucky,.but shall do more, 
much more: show that I did all an individual, stand- 
ing alone as I did, could do loavert the present ca- 
lamities, and, of course, Lam free from all respon- 
sibility for what has since happened. I have shor- 
tened the extracts, as far as was possible to do my- 
selt justice, and have left out mach that ought, of 
right, to be read in my defence, rather than to wea- 
ry the Senate. T know how. difficult it is to com- 
mand attention to reading of documents; but I trast 
that this, where justice to.a member of the body, 
whose character has been assailed without the least 
provocation, will form an exception... The extracts 
are numbered, and I. will, thank: the Secretary to 
pause at the end of.each, unless otherwise desired, 

The Secretary here read the followiig extract; 

“After a full survey of the whole subject, I see none, I can 
conjecture no means of extricating the country from its present 
danger, and to arrest tts farther increase, but a bank, the agen- 
cy of which, in some forin or under some authority, is indispen- 
sable. ‘The country has been brought into the present diseased 
state of the currency. by banks, and must be exiricated by their 


agency. We mast, ina word, use a bank to nabank the banks, 
to the extent that may be necessary to restore a safe and stable 


currency-—just as we apply snow to a frozen limb in order to 
restore vitality and circulation, ot bold up a bum to the dame to 
extract the inflammation. All must see that it is impossible to 
suppress the banking system at once. It must continue fora 
lime, Its greatest enemies, and the advocates of an exclusive 
specie circulation, must make ita part of their system to tole» 
rate the bunks fora longer or a shorter period. To suppress 
them at once would, ifit were possible, work a greater revolu- 
tion, a greater change in the relative condition of the various 
classes of the community, than would the conquest of the coun: 
try by a savage cnemy. What, then, must be done? “Tanswer, 
a new and safe system must gradually grow up under, and Te: 
place, the old; imitating, in this respect, the beautiful process 
which we sometimessee, of a wounded or diseased part in afiv- 
ing organic body, gradually superseded by the healing process 
of nature.” 

After having so expressed myself, which clearly. 
shows that my. object was to use the bank for a 
lime in such a manner as to break the connection 
with the system, withont asheck to the country or 
currency, TU then proceed and examine the question, | 
whether this could be best acctipplshed by the 
renewal of the charter of the United States Bank, 
or through a league of State banks. After con- 
cluding what I had to say on the subject, in my 
deep solicitude I addressed the three parties in the 
Senate separately, urging such motives as I thought 
best calculated to act on them, and pressing them 
to join me in the measure suggested, in order to 
avert approaching danger, I began with, my 
friends of the State Rights party and with the Ad- 
ministration. Ihave taken copious extracts from 
the address to the first, which will clearly prove 
how exactly my opinion then and now coincide 
on all questions connected with the banks. I now 
ask the Secrétary to téad the extract numbered two. 
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«Having now stated the measure necessary to apply the re- 
medy, lam thus brought to the question—ean the ‘measure 
succeed? which brings up themquiry of haw far it may be ex- 
pected to receive the support of the several parties which com- 
pose the Senate, and on which [shall next proceed to make a 
few remarks. 5 

“First, then, can the State Rights party give it their support? 
that party of which Iam prod of being a member, and for which 
T entertain so strong an attachment—the stronger because we 
are few among many. . In proposing this question, I am vot ig- 
norant vif their long-standing constitutional objection to the 
vank, on the ground that this utended to be, as itis usualy 
expressed, a hard-inoney Guvermnent—a Government whose 
circulsdug medium was intented ta consist af the pes cu: 

is, and for which objec: the power of coining mone: 


may be permitted ta makea 


moi 
tional. Here les, said 
has the Governme 
question is not u 
as it has been c 
there would be g 


mal question : 
t? The 


ed ie 
ampelled 
le many questions wt 
his subject, and on many of which 
definite opinion. No one can pay les 


ested, a: 
aye never 


yet formed a 
egard tn precedent than 
J do, acting here in my representative and deliberative cha- 
racter, on legal or constitutional questions; but I have felt from 


the beginning the full fo 
by the Senator from Vi 
undoing an act, and v 
of the purchase of L 
was doubted by ma 
author himself} yet 
coming into po 
ly take up the q 
and coming to the con 
propose to rescind sand ej 
rishing States, anda growing Territory 

I next ask the attention of the Senators, espe- 
cially from the Northern States, while the Secre- 
tary reads the short address to the Opposition, that 
they may see how distinctly I foresaw what was 
coming, and how anxious I was to avert the ca- 
lamity that has fallen on the section where I antici- 
pated it would. Task the Secretary to read the 
extract numbered three. 


“I next address myself to the members of the Op oaiticn, 
who principaily represent the commercial.and manutacturing 
pordons ofthe c@untry, where the banking system has been the 
sund where a larger. portion of the property 
ex in the shaps of credit than in: any other section; and to 
whom a sound and stable currency is most necessary, and the 
opposite mast dangeroy You have no coust onal objec 
tion; to you itisa mere question of expediency: viewed in this 
ligh!, can you vote for the proposed measure?—a measure de 
igned to arrest the approach of events which I. have demon- 
strated muss, if not arrested, create convulsions and revotu- 
tions; and to correct a disease which must, if not coriected, 
subject the currency: to continued agitations and fluctuations: 
and in order to give that permanence, stability, and uniformity 
which is so essential to your safety and prosperity. To effect 
this may require some dimination en the profits of banking: 
some temporary sacrifice of interest; but if such shonld be the 
fact, it would be compensated in more than a bundred-fold pro- 
portion, by increased yrity and durable prosperity: If the 
em must advance inthe present course. without a check, 
if explosion must follow, remember that where you stand 
will be the crater: shonid the system quake, under your fect 
the chasm will open that will engulf your institutions and your 
prosperity.” 


of the distinction so sensibly taken 
a, (ae: Lercs.] between damg and 
he so strong! justratd in the case 
a. The constityuonality of that act 
the time, and am others by i 


is late period, 
tudonali 
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I regret to trespass on the patienceof the Senate, 
but I wish, ia justice to myself, to ask their atten- 
tion to one more, which, though not immediately 
relating to the question under consideration, is not 
irrelevant to my vindication. I not only expressed 
my opinions freely in relation to the currency and 
the bank, in the speech from which such copious 
extracts have been read, but had the precaution to 
define my political -position distinctly in reference 
to the political parties of the day,.and the course I 
would pursue in relation to each. I then, as now, 
belonged to the party to which it is my glory ever 
to have been attached exclusively; and avowed, 
explicitly, that I belonged to neither of the iwo 
parties, Opposition or Administration, then con- 
tending for superiority, which of ilself ought to go 
far to repel the charge of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that I have gone over from one party to 
the other. The Secretary will read the last ex- 
tract: 

Tam the partisan, as I have said, of no class, nor, let me 
add, of any political party. I arn neither ef the Opposition nor 
of the Administration. If Tact withthe fermerin any instance, 
it is because Iapprove oftheir course on the particular occasion; 
and F shall always be happy to act with them when I do ap 
prove, IfI oppose the Administration ; if I desire to see power 
change hands, itis because I disapprove of the general courseof 
those in authority ; because they have departed from the prin- 
ciples on which they came into office ; because, instead of using 
the immense power and patronage putin their hands to secure 
the liberty of the country and advance the public good, they 
have perverted them into party instruments for personal ob- 
jects. But mine has not been, nor will it be, a systematic op- 
position. Whatever measure of theirs I may deem right, -4 
shall cheerfully support; and Í only desire that they shall afford 
me more frequent occasions for support, and fewer for oppo- 
siuon, than they have heretofore done.” 

Such, Senators, are my recorded sentiments in 
1834. They are fuil and explicit on all the ques- 
tions involved in the present issue, and prove, 
beyond the possibitity cf doubt, that I have changed 
no opizicn, abanccned ne principle, nor deserted 
any party. F stand now on the ground I stood 
then, and, of course, if my relations to the two op- 
posing parties. are changed—if I now act with 
those that I then opposed, and oppose those with 
whom: I then acted, the change is notin me. I at 
feast have stood still. In saying this, I accuse none 
of changing. I leave others to explain their posi- 
tion, now and then, if they should deem explana- 
tion necessary. But, if I may be permitted to 
state my. opinion, I would say that the change is 
rather in the question and the circumstances, than 
in the opinions or principles of either of the parties. 
The Opposition were then and now National Bank 
men, and the Administration, in like manner, were 
anti-national bank, and in favor of a league of 
State banks, while I preferred then, as now, the 
former to the latter, anda divorce from banks to 
either. When the experiment of the league failed, 
the Administration were recuced to the option he- 
tween a National Bank and a divorce. They chese 
the latter, and such, I have no reason to doubt, 
would have been their choice, had the opticn been 
the same four years ago. Nor have I any doubt, 
had the option been then between a league of banks 
dud divorce, the Opposition then, as now, would 
have been in favor of the league. In all this there 
is more apparent than real change. As to myself, 
there has been neither. If I acted with the Oppo- 
sition and opposed the Administration then, it was 
because E was openly opposed to the removal of 
the deposites and the league of banks, as I now 
am; and if I now act with the latter and oppose 
the former, it is because I am now, as then, in 
favor of a divorce, and eppesed to either a league 
of State banks or a National Bank, except indeed 
as the means of effecting a divorce gradually and 
safely. What, then, is my offence? What but 
refasing to abandon my first choice, the diverce 
fram the banks, because the Administration has 
selected it, and of going with the Opposition for a 
National Bank, to which I have been and am still 
opposed? That is all; and for thisT arn charged 
with going over—leaving one party and joining 
the other. 

Han some guardian angel, Mr. President, whis- 
pered in my ear at the time, “be cautions what 
you say; this question will not terminate here: four 
years hence it will be revived, under very different 
cireumstances, when your principles and duty will 


cempel you to act with those you now oppose, and 


es— Mr. Calhoun. 


Senate. 


‘oppose those with whom. you now act, and when 
you will be charged with the desertion of princi- 
ples,” I could not have guarded myself move effec- 
tually than I have done. Yet, in ihe face of all 
this, the Senator has not only made the charge, but 
has said, in. his place, that he heard, for the first 
time inhis life, at the extra session, that I was op- 
posed to a National Bank! T could place the Sena- 
tor in a dilemma, from which there.is no possibility. 
of escape. I might say to him, you have either 
forgot or not what.1 said in 1834. If you have 
not, how can you justify yourself in making the 
charge you have? But if you have—if yon have 
forgot what is so recent, and what, from the mag- 
nitude of the question and the importance of the 
occasion, was so well calculated to impress itself 
on your memory, what possible value ean be at- 
tached to your recollection or opinions, as to my 
course on more remote and Jess memorable occa- 


į sions, on which you have undertaken to impeach 


my conduct? He may take his choice. 


Having now established by the record that I 
have changed no opinion, abandoned no principle, 
nor deserted any party, the charge of the Senator, 
with all the aspersions with which he accompanied 
it, falls prostrate to the earth. Here I might leave 
the subject, and close my vindication. But I choose 
not. I shall follow the Senator up, step by step, in 
his unprovoked, and, I may now add, ground- 
less attack, with blows not less decisive and victo- 
rious. $ j 
The Senator next proceeded to state, that in a 
certain document (if he named. it I did not hear 
him) I assigned as the reason why I could not join 
in the attack on the Administration, that the benefit 
of the victory would not enure to myself or my 
party; or, as he explained himself, because it would 
not place myself and them in power. I presume 
he referred to a letter, in answer to an invitation to 
a public dinner, offered me by my oid and faithful 
friends and constituents of Edgefield, in approba- 
tion of my course at the extra session. 

[Mr. Cray. I do.] 


The pressure of domestic engagements would not 
permit me to accept their invitation, and, in de- 
clining it, I deemed it due to them and myself to 
explain my course, in Hs political and party bear- 
ing, more fully than I had done in debate. They 
had a right to know my reasons, and I expressed 
myself with the frankness due to the long and unin- 
terrupted confidence that had ever existed be- 
tween us. 

Having made these explanatory remarks, I new 
proceed to meet the assertion of the Senator, and I 
again take issue on the fact. I assigned no such 
reason as the Senator attributes tome. I never 
dreamed nor thought of such a cne; nor can any 
force of construction extort it from what I said. 
No: my cbject was not power or place, either for 
myself or party. It was far more humble and 
honest. It was to save ourselves and our principles 
from being absorbed and lost in a party more nu- 
merous and powerful, but differing fram us on 
almost every principle and question of policy. 


When the suspension of specie payments took 
place in May last, (not unexpected to me,) I im- 
mediately turned my attention to the event ear- 
nestly, ccnsidering it as an event pregnant with 
great and lasting consequences. Reviewing the 
whole ground, I saw nothing to change in the epi- 
nions and principles I had avowed in 1834, and I 
determined to carry them ont, as far as circum- 
stances and my ability would enalle me. But I 
saw that my course must be influenced by the posi- 
tuon which the two great contending parties might 
take in reference fo the question. I did not doubt 
that the Opposition would ratly either on a National 
Bank, or a combination of State banks, with Mr. 
Biddle’s at the head; but I was wholly uncertain 
what course the Administration would adopt, and 
remained so till the Message of the President was 
received and read by the Secretary at his table. 
When I saw be went for a divorce, I never hes! 
tated a moment. Not only my opinions and prin- 
ciples long entertained, aud, as I have shown, fully 
expressed years ago, but the highest political mo- 
tives, left me no alternative. I perceived, at once, 
that the object, to accomplish which we had acted 
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in concert with the Opposition, had ceased; Execu- 
tive usurpations had come to an end for the pre- 
sent; and that the struggle with the Administration 
was no longer for power, but to save themselves. I 
also clearly saw if we should unite with the Oppo- 
sition in their attack on the Administration, the vic- 
tory over them in the position they occupied would 
bea viclory over us and our principles. It required 


no sagacity to see that such would be the result. It. 


was as plain as day. The Administration had 
taken position, as I have shown, on the very ground 
I occupied in “1834, and which the whole State 
Rights party had taken at the same time in the 
other Efouse, as its journals will prove. The Op- 
position, under the banner of the bank, were moving 
against them for the very reason that they had taken 
the ground they did. 

Now, I ask, what would have been the result if 
we had joined in the attack? No one can now 
doubt that the victory over those in power would 
have been certain and decisive, nor would the con- 
sequences have been the least doubtful. The first 
fruit would have been a National Bank. The 
principles of the Opposition, and the very object of 
the attack, would have necessarily led to that. We 
would have been not only too feeble to resist, but 
would have been committed by joining in the at- 
tack with its avowed object to go for one, while 
those who support the Administration would have 
been scattered in the winds. Weshould then have 
had a bank—that is clear; nor is it less certain, 
that in its train there would have followed all the 
consequences which have and ever will follow, 
when tied—high duties, overflowing revenue, ex- 
wavagant expenditures, large surpluses; in a word, 
all those disastrous consequences which have well 
near overthrown our institutions, and involved the 
country in its preseat difficulties. The influence 
of the institution, the known principles and policy 
of the Opposition, and the utter prostration of the 
Administration party, and the absorption of ours, 
would have led to these results as certainly as we 
exist. 

Inow appeal, Senators, to your candor and jus- 
lice, and ask, could I, having all these conse- 
quences before me, with my known opinions and 
that of the party to which I belong, and to which 
only I owe fidelity, have acted differently from 
what did? Would not any other course have 
justly exposed me to the charge of having abandon- 
ed iny principles and party, with which I am now 
accused so unjustly? Nay, would it not have been 
worse than folly—been madness’ in me, to have 
taken any ether? And yet, the grounds which I 
have assumed in this exposition are the very rea- 
sons assigned in my letter, and which the Senator 
has perverted most unfairly and unjustly into the 
pitiful, persoual, and selfish reason, which he has 
attributed tome. Confirmative of what I say, I 
again appeal to the record, ‘The Seerctary will 
read the paragraph marked in my Edgef.cld letter, 
to which, I presume, the Senator alluded. 


“As soonas | saw this state of things, T clearly perceived 
thata very important question was presented for our determi. 
nation, which we were coinpelled to decide forthwith—shall we 
continue our joint attack with the Nationals on those in power, 
im the new position which they have been compelled to occupy? 
lt was clear, with our joint forces, we could utterly overthrow 
and demotish them, bucit was not less clear that the victory 
would entire, not to us, but exclusively to the benefit ofour al- 
lies and therr cause. They were the most numerous and power- 
ful, and the point of essault on the position which the party to be 
assaulted had taken in relation to the banks, would have greatly 
sirengthened the settled principles and policy of the National 
party, and weakened, in the same degree, ours. They are, and 
ever have been, the decided advocates of a National Bank, and 
are now in favor of one With a capital so ample as to be safi- 
cient to control the State institutions, and to regulate the curren- 
cy and exchanges of the country. ‘To join them with their 
avowed object in the attack to overthrow those In powers on the 
groand they occupied against a bank, would, of course, not only 
have placed the Government and country m their hands with- 
out ep position, but would have commiued us, beyond the possi- 
bility of extrication, for a bank, and absorbed our party in the 
ranks of the National Republicans. The first fruits of the vic- 
tory would have been an overshadowing National Bank, with 
an immense capital, not Jess than from fifty to a hundred mil 
lions, which would have centralized the currency and ex- 
changes, and with them the commerce and capital of the coun- 
try, in whatever section the head ofthe institunon might be 
placed. The next would be the indissoluble union of the potiti- 
cal opponenta, whose principles and policy are 80 opposite to 
ours, and so dangerous to our institutions, as well as oppressive 
to us,” 


1 now ask; is there any thing in this extract which 
will warrant the construction that the Senator has 
attempted to fé¥ce on it? Js it not manifest that 


-was this all. 


the expression on which he fixes, that the victory 
would enure, not to us, but exclusively to the bene- 
fit of the Opposition, alludes not to power or place, 
but to principle and policy? Can words be more 
plain? What then becomes of all the aspersions 
of the Senator, his reflections about selfishness and 
the want of patriotism, and his allusions and illus- 
trations to give them force andeffect? They fall to 
the ground without deserving a notice, with his 
groundless accusation. 

But, in so premeditated and indiscriminate an at- 
tack, it could not be expected that my motives 
would entirely escape, and we accordingly find the 
Senator very charitably leaving itto time to disclose 
my motive for going over. Leave itto lime to dis- 
close my motive for going over! I, who have 
changed no opinion, abandoned no principle, and 
deserted no party; I, who have stood still, and main- 
tained my ground against every difficully, to be told 
that it is left to time to disclose my motive! The 
imputation sinks to the earth with the groundless 
charge on which it rests. I stamp it with scorn in 
the dust. I pick up the dart, which fell harmless 
at my feet. I hurl it back. What the Senator 
charges on me unjustly, he has actually done. He 
went over ona memorable occasion, and did not 
leave it to time to disclose his motive. 

The Senator next tells us that I bore a character 
for stern fidelity, which he accompanied with re- 
marks implying that I had forfeited it by my course 
on the present occasion. If he means by stern 
fidelity a devoted attachment to duty and principle, 
which nothing can overcome, the character is, in- 
deed, a high one, and, I trast, not entirely unmeri- 
ted. I have, atleast, the authority of the Senator 
hirnself for saying that it belonged to me before the 
present occasion, and itis, of course, incumbent on 
him te show that I have since forfeited it, He will 
find the task a Herculean one. It would be by far 
more easy to show the opposite; that, instead of for- 
feiting, 1 have strengthened my title to the character; 
instead of abandoning any principles, {X have firmly 
adhered to them, and that, too, under the mostappal- 
ling difficulties. If I were to select an instance in the 
whole course of my life on which, above all others, 
to rest my claim to the character which the Senator 
attributed to me, it would be this very one, which 
he has selected to prove that L have forfeited 
it. I acted with the fall knowledge of the diffi- 
culties L had to encounter, and the responsibility I 
must incur. I saw a great and powerful party, 
probably the most powerful in the country, eagerly 
seizing on the catastrophe which had befallen the 
currency, and the consequent embarrassments that 
followed, to displace those in power, against whom 
they had been long contending. I saw that, to 
stand between them and their object, I must neces- 
sarily incur their deep and lasting displeasure. I 
also saw that, to maintain the Administration in 
the position they had taken, to separate the Go- 
vernment from the banks, I would draw down on 
me, with the exception of some of the Southern 
banks, the whole weight of {that extensive, concen- 


t trated, and powerful interest—the most powerful 


by far of any in the whole community; and thus I 
would unite against me a combination of political 
and moneyed influence almost irresistible. Nor 
I could not but see that, however 
pure and disinterested my motives, and however 
consistent my course with all I had ever said or 
done, 1 would be exposed to the very charges and 
aspersions which I am now repelling. The ease 
with which they could be made, and the temptation 
to make them, Lsaw were too great to be resisted 
by the party morality of the day, as groundless as I 
have demonstrated them. But there was another 
consequence that I could not but foresee, far more 
painful to me than all others. I but too clearly 
saw that, in so sudden and complex a juncture, 
called on as I was to decide on my course in- 
stantly, asit were, on the field of battle, without con- 
sultation, or explaining my reasons, I would 
estrange fora time many of my political friends, 
who had passed through with me so many trials 
and difficulties, and for whom I feel a -brother’s 
love. - But I saw before me the path of duty, and, 
though rugged, and hedged on all sides with. these 
and many other difficulties, I did not hesitate a 
moment to take it, After Į had made up my mind 


UN 


as to my course, in a conversation with a friend’ 


about the responsibility. F.would. assume, he res: 


marked that my own State might desert me... Ite- 


plied that it was not impossible; but the result has. 
proved that I under-estimaied ‘the intelligence and» 


patriotism of my virtuous and ‘nuble State, I ask 
her pardon for the distrust implied in my. answer; 
but 1 ask with assurance it will be granted, on the 
grounds I shall put it—that_in being prepared. to 
sacrifice her confidence, as dear to me-as light and 
life, rather than disobey, on this great question, the 
dictates of my judgment and conscience, I proved 
myself worthy of being her representative. 

But, if the Senator, in attributing to- me stern 
fidelity, meant, not devotion to principle, but to 
party, and especially the party of which he is so 
prominent a member, my answer is, that I never 
belonged te" his party, nor owed it any fidelity; and, 
of course, could forfeit, in reference tu: it, no cha- 
racter for fidelity. It is true, we acted in concert 
against what we believe to be the. usurpations of 
the Executive; and itis true, that, during the time, 
I saw much to esteem in those with whom I acted, 
and contracted friendly relations with Many which 
I shall not be the first to forget. It is also true 
that a common party designation was applied to 
the Opposition in the aggregate, not, however, with 
my approbation; but it is no Jess true that it was: 
universally known that it consisted of two distinct 


parties, dissimilar in principle and policy, except - 


in relation to the object for which they had united: 
the National Republican party, and the ‘portion of 
the State Rights party which had separated from 
the Administration, on the ground that it had de- 


parted {rom the true principles of the original par- . 


ty. That I belonged exclusively to that detached 
portion, and to neither the Opposition nor Adminis- 
tration party, I prove by my explicit declaration, 
contained in one of the extracts read from my 


speech on the currency in 1834. That the party. 


generally, and the State which I represent in part, 
stood aloof from both of the parties, may be esta~ 
blished from the fact that they refused to mingle in 
the party and political contests of the day. My 


State withheld her electoral vote in two successive. 


Presidential elections; and, rather than to bestow it 
on either the Senator from Kentucky, or the dis- 


tinguished citizen whom.he opposed, in the first of . 


those elections, she threw her vote on a patriotic 


citizen of Virginia, since deceased, of her: own: 


politics, but who was not a` candidate; and, in the 
last, she refused to give it to the worthy. Senator 
from Tennessee near me, [Judge Wuire,} though 
his principles and views of policy approached so 
much nearer to hers than that of the party to which 
the Senator from Kentucky belongs. But, suppose 
the fact was otherwise, and that the two parties 
had blended so as to form one, and that I owed to 
the united party as much fidelity as Ido to that 


to whieh I exclusively belonged; even on that sup-. 


position, no conception of party fidelity could have 


controlled my course on the present occasion. I< 


am not among those who pay no regard to party 
obligations; on the contrary, I place fidelity to par- 


ty among the political virtues, but I assign to ita., 


limited sphere. I confine it to matters of detail 
and arrangement, and to minor questions of policy. 
Beyond that, on all questions involving principles, 
or measures calculated to affect materially the per- 
manent interest of the country, I look only to God 
and country, f É 
And here, Mr. President, I avail myself ofthe 


opportunity to declare my present political position, 


so that there may be no mistake hereafter. I. be- 
long to the old Republican State Rights party of ’98. 
To that, and that alone, I owe fidelity, and by that 
I shall stand through every change, and in spite of 
every difficulty. Its creed is to be found in the 
Kentucky resolutions, and Virginia resolutions and 
report; and its policy is to confine the action of this 
Government within the narrowest limits compatible 
with the peace and security of these States, and the 
objects for which the Union was expressly formed. 
I, as one of that party, shall support all who. sup- 


port its principles. and policy, and oppose: all who’ 


oppose them. I have given, and shall continýe tó 
give, the Administration a hearty and sincere sup- 


port on the great question now under discussion, ' 
because I regard it as in strict conformity to out. 
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creed and policy, and shall do every thing in my 
power to sustain them under the great résponsibi- 
lity which they have assumed. But let me tell 
those who are more interested in sustaining them 
than myself, that the danger which threatens them 
lies not here, but in another quarter. This mea- 
sure will tend to uphold them, if they stand fast, 
and adhere to it with fidelity. But, if they wish to 
know where the danger is, let them look to the fiscal 
department of the Government. I said, years ago, 
that we were committing an error the reverse of the 
great and dangerous one that was committed in 
1828, and to which we owe our present difficulties, 
and all we have since experienced. Then we 
raised the revenue greatly, when the expenditures 
were about to be reduced by the discharge of the 
public debt; and now we have doubled the disburse- 
menis, when the revenue is rapidly decreasing; an er- 
ror, which, although probably notso fatal to the coun- 
try, will prove, if immediate and vigorous measures 
be not adopted, far more so to those in power. The 
country will not, and ought not, to bear the creation 
ofa new debt, beyond what may be temporarily 
necessary to meet the present embarrassment; and 
any altempt to increase the duties must, and ought, 
to prove fatal to‘those who may make it, so Jong as 
the expenditures may, by economy and accountabi- 
lity, be brought within the limits of the revenue. 

But the Senator did not confine his attack to my 
conduct and motives in reference to the present 
question. In his eagerness to weaken the cause I 
support, by destroying confidence in me, he made 
an indiscriminate attack on my intellectual facul- 
lies, which he characterized as metaphysical, ec- 
centric, too much of genius, and too little common 
sense, and of course wanting a sound and practical 
judgment. 

Mr. President, according to my opinion, there is 
nothing of which those who are endowed with su- 
perior mental faculties ought to be more cautious 
than to reproach those with their deficiency to whom 
Providence has been less liberal. The faculties of 
our mind are the immediate gift of our Creator, 
for which we are no farther responsible than for 
their proper cultivation, according to our opportu- 
nities, and their proper application to control and 
regulate our actions. Thus thinking, I trust I shall 
be last to assume superiority on my part, or re- 
proach any one with inferiority on his; but those 
who do not regard the rule, when applied to others, 
cannot expect it to be observed when applied to 
themselves. The ¢ritic must expect to be criticized, 
and he who points out the faults of others, to have 
his own pointed out. 

I cannot retort on the Senator the charge of being 
metaphysical. I cannot accuse him of possessing 
the powers of analysis and generalization, those 
higher faculties of the mind (called metaphysical 
by those who do not possess them,) which decom- 
pose and resolve into their elements the complex 
masses of ideas that exist in the world of mind, as 
chemistry does the bodies that surround us in the 
material world; and without which those deep and 
hidden causes which are in constant action, and 
producing such mighty changes in the condition of 
society, would operate unseen and undetected. 
The absence of these higher qualities of the mind 
is conspicuous throughout the whole course of 
the Senator’s public life. To this it may 
be traced that he prefers the specious to the 
solid, and the plausible to the true. To 
the same cause, combined with an ardent 
temperamgnt, it is owing that we ever find him 
mounted on some popular and favorite measure 
which he whips along, cheered by the shouts of the 
multitude, and never dismounts till he has rede it 
down. Thus, at one time, we find him mounted 
on the protective system, which he rode down; at 
another, on internal improvement; and now he is 
mounted on a bank, which will surely share the 
same fate, unless those who are immediately inte- 
rested shall stop him in his headlong career. It is 
the fault of his mind to seize on a few prominent 
and striking advantages, and to pursue them 
eagerly without looking toconsequences. Thus, in 
the case of the protective system, he was struck with 
the advantages of manufactures; and, believing that 
high duties was the proper mode of protecting them, 
he pushed forward the system without seeing that 


he was entiching one portion of the country at the 


expense of the other; corrupting the one and 


alienating the other; and, finally, dividing the com- 
munity into two great hostile interests, which ter- 
minated in the overthrow of the system itself. So, 
now, he looks only toa uniform currency, and a 
bank as the means of securing it, without once re- 
flecting how far the banking system has progressed, 
and the difficulties that impede its farther progress; 
that banking and politics are running together to 
their mutual destruction; and that the only possible 
mode of saving his favorite system is to separate it 
from the Government. 


To the defects of understanding, which the Se-- 


nator attributes to me, I make no reply. It is for 
others, and not me, to determine the portion of un- 
derstanding which it has pleased the Author of my 
being to bestow on me. It is, however, fortunate 
for me, that the standard by which Isbal! be judged 
is not the false, prejudiced, and, as I have shown, un- 
founded opinion which the Senator has expressed, 
but my acts. They furnish materials, neither few 
nor scant, to form a just estimate of my mental fa- 
culties. I have now been more than twenty-six 
years continuously in the service of this Govern- 


ment, in’ various stations, and have taken partin- 


almost all the great questions which have agitated 
this country during this long and important period. 
Throughout the whole I have never followed 
events, but have taken my stand in advance, open- 
ly and freely avowing my opinions on all questions, 
and leaving it to time and experience to condemn 
or approve my course. Thus acting, I have often, 
andon great questions, separated from those with 
whom I usually acted, and if I am really so defec- 
tive in sound and practical judgment as the Sena- 
tor represents, the proof, if tobe found any where, 
must be found in such instances, or where I have 
acted on my sole responsibility. Now, I ask, in 
which of the many instances of the kindis such 
proof to be found? It is not my intention to call 
to the recollection of the Senate all such; but that 
you, Senators,may judge for yourselves, it is due 
in justice to myself, that I should suggest a few of 
the most prominent, which at the time were re- 
garded as the Senator now considers the present; 
and then, as now, because where duty is involved, 
I would not submit to party trammels. 

I go back to the commencement of my public 
life, the war session, as it was usually called, of 
1812, when I first took my seat in the other House, 
a young man, without experience to guide me, and 
I shall select, as the first instance, the Navy. At 
that time the Administration and the party to which 
I was strongly attached were decidedly opposed to 
this important arm of service. It was considered 
anti-republican to support it; but acting with my 
then distinguished colleague, Mr. Cheves, who led 
the way, I did not hesitate to give it my hearty sup- 
port, regardless of party ties. Does this instance 
sustain the charge of the Senator? 

The next I shall select is the restrictive system of 
that day, the embargo, the non-impertation and 
non-intercourse acts. This, too, was a party mea- 
sure, which had been Jong and warmly contested, 
and of course the lines of party welldrawn. Young 
and inexperienced as I was, Í saw its defects, and 
resolutely opposed it, almost alone of my party. 
The second or third speech I made, after I took my 
seat, was in open denunciation of the system; aud I 
may refer to the grounds I then assumed, the truth 
of which have been confirmed by time and expe- 
rience, with pride and confidence. This will 
scarcely be selected by the Senator to make good 
his charge. 

I pass over other instances, and come to Mr. 
Dallas’s bank of 1814-15. That, ico, was a party 
measure. Banking was then comparatively but 
little understood, and it may seem astonishing, at 
this time, that such a project should ever have re- 
ceived any countenance or support. It proposed 
te create a bank of $50,000,000 to consist almest 
entirely of what was called then the war stocks; 
that is, the public debt created in carrying on the 
then war. It was provided that the bank should 
not pay specie during the war, and for three vears 
afier its termination, for carrying en which it was 
to lend the Government the funds. In plain lan- 
guage, the Government was to borrow back us 


own credit from the bank, and pay to the iastitu- 
tion six per cent. for its use: ` I had scarcely ever 
before seriously thought of banks or banking, but 
I clearly saw through the operation 
ger to the Government and country, egard- 
less of party ties or denunciations, | and 
defeated it in the manner I explained at the extra 
session. I then subjected myself to-the very 
charge which the ®@enator now makes, but. time 
has done me justice, as it will in the present 
instance, 

Passing the intervening instances, I come down 
to my administration of the War Department, 
where I acted on my own jedgment and. résponsi- 
bility. It is known to all, that the department, at 
the time was perfectly disorganized, with not much 
less than $58,000,000 of outstanding and unsettled 
accounts, and the greatest confusion in every 
branch of service. Though without experience, I 
prepared, shortly after I went in, the bill for its 
organization, and on its passage I drew up the body 
of rules for carrying the act into execution; both of 
which remain substantially unchanged to this day. 
After reducing the outstanding accounts to a few 
millions, and introducing order and accountability 
in every branch of service, and bringing down the 
expenditure of the army from four to two and a 
half millions annually, without subtracting a 
single comfort from either officer or soldier, I left 
the Department in a condition that might well be 
compared to the best in any country. If I am 
deficient in the qualities which the Senator attri- 
butes to me, here in this mass of details and busi- 
ness it ought to be discovered. Will he look to 
this to make good his charge? 

From the War Department I was transferred to 
the Chair which you now occupy. How I acquit- 
ted myself in the discharge of its duties, I leave it to 
the body to decide, without adding a word. The - 
station, from its leisure, gave me a good opportu- 
nity to study the genius of the prominent measure 
of the day, called then the American system, of 
which I profited. I soon perceived where its er- 
rors Jay, and how it would operate. I clearly saw 
its desolating effects in one section, and corrupting 
inflnence in the other; and when I saw that it 
could not be arrested here, I fell back on my own 
State, and a blow was given to a system destined 
to destroy our institutions, if not overthrown, which 
brought it to the ground. This brings me down to 
the present times, and where passions and preju- 
dices are yet too strong to make an appeal, with 
any prospect of a fair and impartial verdict. I 
then transfer this, and all my subsequent acts, in- 
cluding the present, to the tribunal of posterity, 
with a perfect confidence that nothing will be found, 
in what I have said or done, to impeach my imie- 
grity or understanding. 

I have now, Senators, repelled the attacks on 
me. Ihave settled the account and cancelled the 
debt between me and my accuser. I have not 
sought this controversy, nor have I shunned it 
when forced on me. I have acted onthe defensive, 
and if itis to continue, which rests with the Sena- 
tor, I shall throughout continue so to act. I know 
too well the advantage of my position to surrender 
it. The Senator commenced the controversy, and 
it is but right that he should be responsible for the 
direction it shall hereafter take. Be his determina- 
tion what it may, Í stand prepared to meet him. 


—_—_—_——_— 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


SPEECH OF MR. TIPTON, 
Or Ixpiana, 

In Senate, Friday, February 16, 1838.—~The Senate 
having resumed the consideration of the bill im- 
posing additional duties,.as depositaties, on pub- 
he officers, in certain cases, etc. the question. 
bemg on Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill— 
Mr. TIPTON said nothing but the peculiar posi- 

tion which he was compelled to occupy before the 

country on the question now under debate here, 
could have induced him to obtrude himself on the 
notice of the Senate. This consideravion (said 

Mr. T.) obliges me to claim your indulgence, while 

I briefly present the reasons which iucling me Wy 
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vote against the bill under consideration, and to 
prefer the proposition brought forward. by the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives.) In 
the remarks I am about to make, (said Mr. T.) I 
shall confine myself to the subject before the Senate, 
and shall not wander from it to discuss the politics 
of the country. 

The Sub-Treasury bill, sir, provides for a sepa- 
ration of the Government, in is fiscal operations, 
from all banks; and, after a short period, prohibits 
the receipt of bank paper in payment of public 
dues, and enacts that all debts due the United 
States shall thenceforward be paid in hard money. 
Believing, as I do, that these measures, if adopted, 
will be injurious to the country, I cannot sanction 
them with my vote.. Since their rejection at the 
extra session, I have carefully noted the expres- 


sions of public sentiment in different. quarters of 


the country, and consider them as having been con- 
denmed by the people themselves, as well as. by 
their representatives at the other end of the Capitol. 
In every State where there has been a legislative 
expression of opinion, that expression has, with one 
exception, been against them. The Sub-Treasury 
has friends of much respectability in the State re- 
presented here by my colleague and myself; but 
they are in the minority. The suspension of specie 
payment by the banks, and the assaults made on 
all banks and banking, have rendered these instlitu- 
tions unpopular; but the Sub-Treasury is more so. 

While the late Bank of the United States ex- 
isted, the Government managed ils fiscal concerns 
through that institution with great facility, and 
without loss. No country ever had a better cur- 
rency than that institution and the State banks of 
that day furnished us. Those who wanted hard 
money could easily procure it, and the exchanges 
were reasonable and safe. The paper of the 
United States Bank was at par every where, and 
convertible at the will of the holder into gold and 
silver, but preferred by most people to either. Af- 
ter the downfall of that bank, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, by an act of Congress of the 23d of June, 
1836, was directed to select a suitable number of 
the banks chartered by the Legislatures of the 
States and Territories, and of the banks of the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, as depositories of the public 
money. Tie was prohibited trom depositing in any 
bank that did not pay specie for its notes, or that 
should, afler the 4th day of July, 1836, issue or pay 
out notes or bills of a less denomination than five 
dollars. This last was an excellent provision. 
By excluding small bills, a large proportion of the 
precious metals would be infused into the circula- 
tion, When the banks suspended specie payment, 
all connection between them and the Government 
was dissolved, except that the Government retained 
the right to enforce the collection of the public mo- 
ney remaining in the vaults of the deposite banks. 
The suspension of specie payments by the banks 
embarrassed the pecuniary operations of the Go- 
vernment, produced a stagnation of business of 
every kind, and we hear the question asked every 
day, what is to be done to restore a sound currency? 
Al eyes are anxiously looking this way to see what 
course tie General Government will pursue. What 
are the pecple and the banks to expect from this 
quarter, provided the banks again begin and conti- 
nue in good faith to redeem their paper with gold 
and silver? Will bank paper be received in pay- 
ment of the public dues, or will the Government per- 
sist in demanding and enforcing the payment of gold 
and silver for public land in the W'est, and permit the 
receipt of bank paper in payment of public dues in 
the East, thereby discriminating between the cur- 
rency used by the people on the east and west side 
of the Alleghany mountains,or will Congress endea- 
vor to establish and maintain a uniform currency? 
On these points, so vastly important to the people, I 
conceive it very desirable that Congress should dc- 
cide at an carly day. ‘fhe amendment of the hono- 
rable Senator from Virginia holds out strong in- 
ducements to the banks to resume specie payment, 
and I cannot doubt the ability of the banks to do 
so, provided confidence is restored. It is not so 
much a lack of means as of confidence, of know- 
ledgé respecting the intention and future action of 
the General Government, that prevents them frem 
paying specie for their paper, If the General Go- 
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vernment will, by law, make the paper of specie- 
paying banks receivable in payment of public dues, 
and if these institutions are but properly managed, 
their paper will furnish a sound currency. Lam 
aware, sir, that gentlemen, high in the confidence of 
the country, whose opinions have great weight with 
the people, are in favor. of a hard money currency. 
Entertaining different views, I will give my vote in 
favor of the State bank system. If adopted, it will 
restore confidence, and relieve the embarrassments 
under which the business of thecountry languishes. 
But if the amendment is rejected by the majority, 
then to that majority we shall look to give us a 
sound currency. It seems a battle is to be fonght 
between the supporters of an exclusive metallic and 
those of a mixed currency; that is, hard money, and 
paper issued on a metallic basis, and convertible, at the 
will of the holder, into gold and silver. I contend 
that it is net practicable, at this age of the world, to 
introduce the former. 1am for returning to that cur- 
rency under which our country has prospered in 
times gone by. Should the supporters of the hard mo- 
ney system succeed in introducing it, to the exclusion 
of all paper,so great a diminution of the money in eir- 
culation will injuriously affect the business of our 
country. Instead of a currency of over $400,000,000, 
we shall have less than $80,000,000 of hard money 
as the measure of value of all our property. Should 
we drive bank paper from circulation it will increase 
the demand for precious metals, and thus raise 
the standard yalue of gold and silver, and propor- 
tionably depress the value of property of every de- 
scription. No civilized nation has, al any age of 
the world, been able to dispense with some mea- 
sure of value. ‘The gold bill of 1834, by raising 
the standard valne of gold, forced into our country 
a larger portion of the precious metals than our 
share, in proportion to the quantity in the commer- 
cial world; it has made but a short stay with us; 
the payment of our foreign debt, and the natural 
course of trade, forced it out again; it is now jn 
demand, and ata premium. We have heretofore 
gone on very well and prosperously with a mixed 
currency; but the West does not produce the pre- 
cious metals. And if hard moncy be established 
as the currency, we must depend on the gold region 
of the South, or go beyond seas for it, If the 
Western people are compelled to raise hard money 
to pay their taxes, and for all the other purposes of 
life, they will be compelled to Sacrifice their pro- 
duce and manufactures in the Southern market for 
whatever the purchaser may sce fit to give tbem in 
hard money. I put this question to honorable 
members: is it possible to establish and maintain, 
for any length of time, two currencies—one for the 
General, and one for the State Governments? Or, 
if you please, one for the General Government and 
one for the people? 

Whatever currency is reccived in payment for 
the public lands in the West, and for public dues 
in the Fast, should be the standard currency to pay 
debts among the people, and taxes to the States. 

I call on the advocates of the hard money sys« 
tem who have been for years ringing the sound of 
words, not o; hard money, in our ears, to cotne for- 
ward and tell us where this hard money is, or 
whence it is to come, to supply the place of bank 
paper and credit, which they are striving to drive 
out of existence? Do gentlemen who ery out 
against all banks and credit really and seriously 
think of putting down all banks? I beg them to 
reflect what the consequences wil be; what bank 
credit and enterprise have done for oar country. 
Did not the great State of New York resort to her 
credit and banking to carry on her canals? She 
has demonstrated what a single State, by wise 
counsels, energy, and enterprise, could effect in 
the successfu] completion of a work that has never 
heen excelled in any age of the werid. She has 
connected the great lakes with the Atlantic by the 
North river, and divided the Northwestern trade 
with the Pritish Empire. And are not the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Lilinois, with otber States 
West and South, at this time selling State stocks, 
which is nothing more nor less than borrowing mo- 
ney to carry on similar works on their own credit? 
South Carolina, Kentucky, and my native State, 
Tennessee, are vesting. incorporated. companies 
with banking privileges, to enable them to raise 
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funds to carry on their gigantic. railroad from 
Charleston to the Ohio: river; and will those who re~ 
present those States here, injure the credit uf those 
banks by refusing to receive their paperin pay- 
ment of the. publ.c dues? Es ues geo fp 

I esteem this enterprise.as worthy of the age we 
live in, and sincerely hope it will. redound to the 
honor of the master spirits. engaged in. it, and en- 
rich the States through which -it passes... Leom- 
plain of no Senator for his.course here; but, when 
i sce honorable members. who: share so large a 
portion of the nation’s confidence. waging in inter- 
minable war against all banks. and credit in one 
breath, and in the next urging their own States to 
charter banking companies.tu. carry on public im- 
provements which are deemed of too great mag- 
nitude for individual enterprise, I confess. that I 
cannot undeistand them. . Should Congress deter- 
mine that hereafter nothing but gold and silver shall 
be used as a currency by the General Government, 
you will drive bank paper out of circulation, in- 
crease the value of the precious metals five times 
their present value, diminish, in an almost incal- 
culable ratin, the means of carrying on. those 
works, and depress the price of properly to- the 
same exient. No one acquainted with. political 
economy will deny that a diminution of the. cur- 
rency of a State will check improvements, and de- 
ranve the business of society. This was the case 
in 1819, and will follow now, should we. drive 
bank paper from circulation, and leave no. other 
currency than the small amount of precious me- 
tals now in the country. A reduction. so rapid 
and extensive cannot fail to produce general dis- 
tress. By driving bank. paper. ont of circulation, 
every interest in.society will be serously affected; 
property of every kind will decrease in value; ‘the re- 
lation between debtor and creditor will be “entirely 
changed, and the change will be rnin to the debtor. 
The amount of property necessary to discharge his 
dents, under this new state of things, will greatly 
exeeed that which he received from’ his creditor. 
Enterprise of every kint will sustain a shock, and 
misery and distress pervade all classes of the com- 
munity. 

Property or labor which is now worth five dollars 
will nos then command one dollar. . Dare we vote 
eighty per cent. off the value of the property of ong 
constituents? I cannotassume so fearful a respon- 
sibility. I know gentlemen will. tell us they have 
no idea of injuring the banks; very far from. it; 
they just wish to separate the Government from the 
banks in its fiscal operations; that the Government 
may go on and use hard money, and drafts drawn 
by Government officers, and that the banks can 
get along very well on their own resources. Sir, 
you may as well tell me that a good physician can 
draw the last drop of blood from the human sys- 
tem, and still continue life and animation, as that 
bank paper will circulate as a currency for all 
other purposes, when it is rejected by the Govern. 
mentin payment of publie dues. If bank notes 
are refused in payment for public lands in the 
West, those who wish to buy lands will. take the 
notes, draw the specie from the banks, and pay. it 
into the land offices. Tt will pass into the Uni- 
ted States Treasnry, and thence into the pockets 
of the office-holders, to be sold out by them at 
a premium to the purchasers of the public. lands. 
In commerefal cities, where duty bends are to 
be paid, hard money must be had to pay them, 
no matter what it may cost, and the cost falls 
on the consumer; for neither. the importing 
merchant nor the Government will béar the loss, 
I have stated that, by increasing the demand: for 
specie, you depress the price of. property and 
labor; and, sir, by paying the effice-holders, their 
salaries in goid and silver, you imerease them to 
donble what they were, and the people bear the 
additional burden. ‘The Shylock who has hoarded 
afew hard dollars, and owes no debts, will, under 
this new order of things, bè enabled to purchase the 
best property in our cities, or the most valuable 
farms in the country, for one-tenth of their cost,;to 
the present owners; thereby doubling his thousands 
at the expense of the. unfortunate debtor. All 
writers on political economy agree that the demand 
for currency is greater than the precious metals 
can supply, without depressing the price of all the 
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products of human labor. We should not forget 
that production is regulated by demand, and that 
both are affected by the amount of currency, com- 
pared with the number of articles to be exchanged 
through its agency. It will readily be perceived 
that an increase of the currency of a State by the 
substitution of paper, even when convertible into 
coin, gives vigor to productive industry, and will 
increase the -nantity of exchangeable commodities 
beyond whai would otherwise have existed. Under 
these circumstances, the sudden rejection of paper 
currency, as proposed by the Sub-Treasury bill, 
cannot fail to derange all the business of the coun- 
iry, by dim 


suffer no diminution. - 

The currency of this country has been greally 
increased within the last ten years, by the employ- 
ment of paper, founded, it is true, originally on a 
metallic basis. Within the last year this paper has 
ceased to be convertible into specie, and asin many 
instances no systematic effort was at first made to 
prevent excessive issues, paper soon became redun- 
dant, and, consequently, decreased in value. Not- 
withstanding the present depreciation, there can be 
no doubt that public works have been commenced 
by States, and that the prudent and industrious part 
of the community have been aided by the increase 
ot the currency far beyond what would have taken 
place had we been confined to a hard money cur- 
rency alone. 

Efforts are now being made by the banks te re- 
sume specie papments. They are rapidly dimi- 
nishing the amount of paper in circulation. It will 
be foreseen that the relative value of money will 
increase, and, of course, that all other articles 
must decrease. This increase in the value of mo- 
ney will he followed by a fall in the price of all 
atticles that cannot be exported to places where 
money is more abundast. And, in the progress of 


these operations, the price of exportable articles will - 


also be affected by the reduction of the currency, 
and the quantity of exchangeable articles will also 
be diminished. "While ‘currency is evidently in- 
creasing in value, the manufacturer will not hazard 
his capital in producing articles, the price of which 
is declining; manufactured goods of various kinds 
will have to be imported from abroad, at prices 
demanded there, where money is more plenty, and 
which, of course, cannot be afforded as cheap as if 
manufactured at home. The merchant dare not 
purchase his usual supply of fresh goods while ex- 
changes are high,and the danger of being com- 
pelled to part with them at reduced prices is staring 
him in the face, Under these circumstances, all 
the money in the country will be required to 
pay debts already contracted. No one will em- 
bark in enterprises of any kind until this currency 
question is settled. 'To effect this desirable object, 
the joint action of the General and State Govern- 
ments is requisite. The States are doing their 
part, by correcting the errors that have crept into 
the management of their banking institutions, and 
preparing to pay specie for their paper. if the 
General Government will honor the paper of the 
epecie-paying banks of the States by receiving i 

in payment of public. dues, confidence will be re- 
stored, and business revived. In currency, like all 
the business of life, no matter what we possess, the 
possession affords but little enjoyment without 
confidence. 

I am opposed to any further experimenting on 
the currency, and wish to restore things to what 
they were a few years ago. The paper system, as 
gentlemen call it, is not new to us; it has existed, 
in some form, from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment. The value of property, of labor, of provi- 
sions, of every commodity in all the business of 
life, has relation to ths paper credit system, and 
how are we to get clear of it at this late day? Our 
roads, our canals, all our public works, are con- 
structed on credit. Why should it create surprise 
if we sustain the credit systém? "We know that it 
js sometimes liable to abuse; but, hoping to profit 
by experience, and to correct the evils complained 
of, we cannot give it up. The Legislatures of 
many of the States are now in session, every mail 


brings us news of steps taken by them to investi- . 


gate the condition of the banks, and guard against 


r f 1g the quantity of currency, whilst | 
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future abuses in their management. Our banks 
want but judicious kindness, er, I might say, the 
justice, of this Government extended to them, to 
enable them tọ do all that their friends can expect 
of them, to wit: furnish a sound currency. 

Without bank credit it would have been impos- 
sible for the new States of the West to grow and 
increase in wealth, population, and business, as we 
know they have done between the years 1820 and 
1832. Prior to 1820 the public lands were sold at 
a credit. In that year the cash system was 
adopted, Emigrants from the old States to the 
West were generally poor and destitute of means | 
to pay for public land. While the Goversment | 
sold its land on credit, the purchasers bought on 
credit; but when the system was changed to cash 
payment, they borrowed money from the banks, 
bought lands from the United States, improved them 
by their own industrv, and when they raised a sur- 
plus of produce on their farms, they sold that sur- | 
plas in the markets of the lower country, paid their | 
bank debt, and became independent citizens of the 
country. Thousands now own land, who, had | 
it not been for bank credit, probably never would | 
have been able to purchase a permaneat home for 
their families. Equally beneficial has bank credit | 
been to the planters of the Southern States; their | 
practice, I am told, is to draw on the banks in ; 
favor of their merchants at Natchez or New Or- 
leans, payable in six months, and depending upon 
the return of their crops to pay their bank drafts. 
By these means they stock their plantations with 
hands, farming utensils, and provisions. This 
gives a spring to the planting interest, by which 
millions are realized. The Western States of Ohio, 
Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, want money or 
equal value every where. The farmers and gra- 
ziers of these States vend their suppties in the 
lower country markets. It is importan: that they 
should receive money which will not decrease in 
value every step they take on their return to their | 
homes. There they have to pay this money to | 
the merchants who purchase their goods in the 
Eastern cities, and it is of the utmost importance 
that the money thus received in New Orleans 
should answer the purpose of the merchant to pay 
for his goéds in New York. 

In 1834-5, while our banks were in favor with 
the General Government, all wenton harmonious- 
ly. The President, in his messages, and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in his reports, were extolling 
these institutions to the skies for the ability and 
fidelity with which they transmitted and disbursed 
the public revenue, and regulated exchanges: the | 
banks were prosperous, and onr country flourished. 
The banks were encouraged by the Executive to | 
grant commercial facilities; they did so, in some | 
instances, imprudently, no doubt, but unfortunately 
they incurred the displeasure of this Government, | 
and what followed? Why, sir, the Treasury cr- 
der of the Lith of July, 1836! This order created | 
alarm for the safety of the banks; the nete holders 
lost confidence in them; a rush was made upon 
them for hard money to pay for lands; and they, in 
self-defence, closed their doors; and by no one 
shouid they be blamed for so doing. Should the 
banks open their vaults and pay specie for their 
notes in the present unsettled state of the public 
mind and of the businessof the couatry, they might 
continue for a few days, perhaps weeks, when the 
last dollar would be drained from their coffers, and 
they be compelled to close their doors for ever. 
Embarrassments will occasionally happen in every 
country, from which i: requires an effort of the 
people and wise legislation to extricate them. We 
were overtaken by similar embarrassmenis in our 
country soon after the last war, from which we were 
relieved by the joint eiforts of the General and State 
Governments operating on the currency, I wii 
not be denied that the Bank of the United States 
was on the very verge of ruin in 1819, in conse- 
quence of the commercial and- fiscal embarrass- 
ments of that day. A committee of Congress in- 
vestigated iis concerns; and by the report made to 
the House of Representatives by Mr. Spencer, of 
New York, on the 24th day of February, 1899, 
both the people and their representatives were in- 
formed of the true condition of that institution. A 
reform in the management of the bank took place; 
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the favor shown it by the General Government 
restored it to the confidence of the people; and from 


States and the eastern cities. 
times and such a currency that I advocate. ‘The 
United States Bank charter hasexpired. “We must 
now depend on the small quantity of precious metal 
that, in the course of trade with other nations, 
would fall io eur share, (and that is about 
$75,000,000,) or upon the paper issued by the State 
institutions, or both, to supply the place of the 
United States Bank paper. If our. banks are pro- 
perly conducted and favored by the General Go- 
vernment, their paper will supply the people of 
each State with a sound and convenient currency; 
but if the Executive and Congress set their faces 
against the State institutions, they will destroy 
them. 

It the Sub-Treasury bill should become a law, 
you will firstlock up $49,000,000 of this public re- - 
venue from circulation: secondly, by the rejection 

f'bank paper, you will force an unnatural collec- 
tion of the whole amount of the revenue in hard 
money. Itgoes into your! Sub-Treasury, and can- 
not be used as currency by the péople until it passes 
to them through the hands of the public officers. 
By thus withdrawing from circulation the revenue 
of the United States, amounting to forty-eight mit- 
lions, yon will so diminish the quantity of currency 
as to depress the price of property and labor to less 
than one-fifth its present value. x 

The revenue of the United States, amounting to ` 
forty-eight millions of dollars, has heretofore been 
kept and disbursed through the agency of the banks, 
and formed no inconsiderable part of the currency. 
The question now to be determined is, by whose 
agency shal! these operations be conducted hereaf- 
ter? The Senator from New York (Mr. Wricut) 
is for the Sub-Treasury; the honorable member from 
Virginia (Mr. Rives) is for the State bank system. 
I have the most profound respect for the judgment ° 
and sagacity of the gentleman from Virginia, but 
I cannot place the same unbounded confidence in 
the ability of the State banks to regulate exchanges, 
both foreign and domestic, that he dees. “Of the 
integrity and ability of a majority of them to re- 
deem their paper I have no doubt; but it is contra- 
ry to the nature of things to suppose that twenty or 
thirty State institutions, each independent cf the 
other, acting under different boards of. directors, 
consulting theinterests of different stockholders and 
different sections of the country, each possessing 
principles, in some measure, antagonistical to the 
others, can, with the same facility, transmit and dis- 
burse the public revenue as we have seen was done 
by the late Bank of the United States. Should one 
of our planters or farmers, on making sale of their 
produce at New Orleans for hard money, place it 
in deposite in the State Bank of Louisiana, (for in- 
stance,) and be compelled to purchase a draft on 
Charleston or New York, he would have to pay a 
premium. The Bank of Louisiana would be able 
to draw a draft on any place within the limits of 
that State, but it is contrary to the nature of things 
to suppose it would have funds or credit, on which 
it could draw, at Charleston, Louisville, or Bosten, 
without charging higher rates of exchange than the 
Western people formerly paid when the Bank of 
the United States existed. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia thinks there was no failure in the State banks 
to answer ali the purposes of depositories. © | 

When the question of regulating the depasites - 
the public money with the State banks, and of dis- 
tributing the surplus revenue among the States, 
was before the Senate at the first session of the 
34th Congress, I opposed the provision for regu- 
lating the deposites in the State banks. These pro- 
positions, however, were connected, and we fad 
to take that part of the bill regulating the deposites 
with the State banks, to get the distribution part 
through the Senate. After many fruitless attempts, 
by the friends of distribution, to separate these pro- 
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positions, I voted, under duress, for the bill as it 
becamea law. We now have to determine be- 
tween the Siate banks andthe Sub-Treasury, as 
depositories of the pablic money. The former is 
preferred for two reasons: Ist. The banks are or- 
ganized under authority from the States; the peo- 
ple have vested a portion of their capital in these 
institutions; they depend on their paper to supply 
them a sound currency; the legislation of Congress 
has much influence on the credit of these institu- 
tions, especially in the Western States, where the 
General Government is the great Jand-holder. 
The Western people, to use their own language, 
want land office money; money that is not receiv- 
able in the land offices is always from five to ten 
per cent. below par. 2d. The Sub-Treasury is new 
and untried, and it contemplates the rejection of 
bank paper in payment for public dues. Should 
this be adopted, it will diminish the currency, de- 
stroy all confidence in banks and credit, cripple 
agriculture and commerce, and every other inte- 
rest in society in the Western States. 

The Western people are the carriers between the 
North and the South; they sell their produce in the 
South, and buy goods in the Northeast; it is evi- 
dently their interest that exchanges should he mo- 
derate, and money of equal value at both these 
points. We should not think it strange to find 
that the large States in the East feel but little inte- 
rest in reducing the rate of exchanges. New York 
has her safety fund banking system; Pennsylvania 
her United States Bank; Virginia, too, has her 
banks. All these States have Jarge commercial 
cities, with seaports and harbors, into which foreign 
goods are imported, and from which they ship their 
produce or manufactured articles to foreign coun- 
tries. All their business can be transacted within 
their own limits, and with the paper of their own 
banks. But how stands the case with the Western 
merchant? He has no port of entry, into which 
foreign goods are imported. If compelled to make 
his payments in hard money, the transportation to 
the Eastern cities will be at least 5 per cent.; should 
he offer paper of our most solvent Western 
banks, he mustgo to a broker and have them 
shaved from 8 to 12 per cent. to procure New York 
currency. If the Western members of Congress 
propose a measure that will cheapen the rate of 
exchanges, they have to contend against Eastern 
wealth and influence, and to combat the powerful 
delegations in Congress from all the Eastern States 
of the Union. I do not contend that the proposition 
of the Senator from Virginia is the bes! that could 
be offered, but we must take it as preferable to the 
Sub-Treasury bill. One is to sustain and the other 
to destroy the State institutions. 

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Sarr) 
asked, what right have the State banks to demard 
support from this Government? Are they, said he, 
under the control of the General Government? 
True, sir, these institutions are not under the im- 
mediate control of the General Government; they 
are the property of the people of the different 
States. We here represent the States, and I have 
always understood it to be the Democratic doc- 
trine that the representative was amenable to the 
constituent for his conduct. ‘The General Govern- 
ment is clothed by the Constitution with power to 
male war, to conclude treaties, to levy and col- 
lect taxes. This Government collects and dis- 
burses the revenue of the nation, and is answerable 
to the people and the States, and will be by them 
holden to strict accountability for the manner in 
which these high trusts are discharged. 

The Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Car- 
HouN,) to alarm our fears, said this combination 
of banks, with Mr. Biddle’s bank at their head, 
will be a mighty engine of power, and will rule 
the country. T:ask him to answer this question : 
Will these twenty-five or thirty local banks, to be 
selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
approbation of Congress, and to be discontinued at 
the pleasure of Congress, be a more dangerous en- 
gine of power than the late Bank of the United 
States or the State banks were? The Bank of the 
United States was put down by the consent of the 
people, and the deposite banks are prostrate at the 
feet of the General Government as the State banks 


were in 1814, when life and vigor was restored: to. 


the State institutions by “the General Govern- 
ment. 

The honorable member told us that. confidence 
could not pay séventy-five millions of debt. From 
the couse of his reasoning I understood him to 
contend that banks have no substantial capital on 
which their issues are based. Does he not know 
that banks, established under charters from the 
States, must have a capital consisting of gold and 
silver actually paid into their vaults before they 
can issue a dollar of paper to circalate as money? 
Ne bank notes are put in circulation but upon notes 
of individuals, drawn and endorsed by men known 
to the bank directors to be both solvent and trast- 
worthy. Will the Senator contend that a single 
Treasury officer is a safer depositary for the public 
treasure than a banking company, composed of a 
president and directors, who are interested in sus- 
taining the solvency and credit of the institution 
under their charge? Or is he satisfied that the pub- 


lic money, in deposite with the Bank of Indiana,- 


would be safer were it deposited with a half dozen 
receivers of public moneys in the land offices of 
that State? The Bank of Indiana had a capital of 
two millions of dollars in specie. At the time of 
the suspension of specie payment its issues were 
about two and a half to one; since the suspension it 
has reduced its liabilities over eight hundred thou- 
sand dellars. At the time of suspending specie 
payment it had near a million of public money in 
ite vaults, Notwithstanding the suspension, that 
bank continues to pay all the drafts drawn on it by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, cither in hard mo- 
ney or in other par funds acceptable to the holders 
of the Treasury draft. It has reduced its deposites 
to about four hundred thonsand dollars; and this 
sum, F assure you, will be promptly paid when 
called for. The public deposites have rather in- 
jured than benefited that institution. Tam not an 
advocate for continuing the public deposites in that 
bank, but I will not consent tosee the United States 
refuse its paper in payment for public dues. 

The State Bank of Indiana ean and will resume 
specie payment as soon as any other western bank 
will resume. I have before mea report of the 
condilion of that bank on the 20th of Jast month, 
by which it is shown that on that day its bills and 
notes discounted amounted to $3,536,441 20; gold 
and silver in bank $1,223,911 69; circulation 
$9,392,200; excess of circulation over gold and sil- 
ver is $1,099 988 31. The State owns half the 
capital of the bank, and is bound for the redemption 
of its paper. The property of the directors is also 
bound. 
vate fortunes of the directors, and the capital of the 
bank, as well as the security for individua} notes 
and bills discounted, are are all bound for payment 
of the public money deposited in that bank. Will 
gentlemen contend that a Sub-Treasury officer is a 
safer depositary for the public treasure than a bank 
thus constructed? I think not. They will tell us 
that banks will speculate on the public money. I 
tell them that Treasury officers are quite as liable 
to these temptations as those who bave the manage- 
ment of our State banks. By the bill under con- 


sideration it is made the duty of the Secretary of 


the Treasury to cause the books and money in pos- 
session of your Sub-Treasury officers, to be exa- 
mined once jn each year. This will require the 
appointment of swarms of agents of the Treasury, 
to travel into every quarter of the country, and they 
must be paid from the Treasury for their services. 
It is plainly to be seen that the bill, should it be- 
come a law, provides for quartering on the Trea- 
sury swarms of officers and agents of the General 
Government, which, if not quite so numerous as 
the locusts were in Egypt, we have reason to fear 
will prove as sore a scourge to usas the locusts 
were to the Egyptians. 

The Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Car- 
HOUN,) contends that banks will issue on the pub- 
lic deposites to advance the interests of the stock- 


| holders, and contract their issues to facilitate spe- 


culations. This was the case with the Bank of 
the United States, as shown by the report which I 
al.uded to some time ago, and it may again happen 
it not prevented by those whose duty and intexest 
required them to preserve the credit of these insti- 
tutions. I have a cure, sir, for all these evils, by 


You will perceive that the State, the pri- > 


keeping the State banks to a constant- and rigid ac- 
countability by weekly settlements, making it the 
duty of the deposite banks to settle theié accounts 
at the close of each week, allowing them to collect 
the balances due from debtor banks in specie, and 
compelling them to place ‘the ‘balance due to the 
Government to its creditas so much specie on spe- 
cial deposite. If this course is adopted, it will 
effectually prevent banks from issuing on the pub- 
lic deposites, as 

The directors of the banks are generally men of 
the first standing in society, who have both reputa- 
tion and private fortune atstake, and if brought up 
to rigid accountability, will not touch your public 
moneys, unless it be to receive them on special de- 
posite, and charge for the risk and safe-keeping, 
and to pay them over when called for. 

The Senator from South Carolina pronounced 
the proposition of the member from Virginia to 
be unconstitutional, and had passages read from 
the Constitution of the United States to sustain 
his position. I will not detain the Senate to give 
another version of that instrument: let every one 
read and understand that instrument for himself. 
I am at a loss for words to express my astonish- 
ment when I heard this declaration boldly.made 
on the floor of the Senate, by the-champion of the 
United States Bank, and of the paper system of 
1816. What was constitutional, expedient, and 
proper with him then, is unconstitutional now. He 
must surely have been right at one time, ` How 
is this to be reconciled? I leave the. honorable 
member to explain this position, among others. In 
1816, the people confided in his judgment, and were 
not disappointed. But, sir, he is asking too much 
if he expects the people to follow and confide in, 
him upon every occasion when he may see fit to 
change his political course. T hope he will not 
take it unkind in meif I tell him, that he, like the 
banker makes too heavy drafts on his capital; we 
cannot longer honor them; we are constrained to 
withdraw that confidence we reposed in him in 
times gone by. He is, on this question, on the 
side of the Administration, and I take the other 
side, believing that sound policy and the interest 
of the State I serve require me do so. 

With regard to the, banks of the District of 
Columbia I need say but a word. Other Sena- 
tors are better acquainted ‘with’ them than T pre- 
tend to be, and will in due time inform us. Ihave - 
been favored with a statement of the condition of 
one of these institutions, which is to be satisfac- 
tory. Although it does not appear to be doing a 
very extensive and profitable business for the 
stockholders, ithas given the best proof that it 
was equal to the emergency. This institution, I 
learn, was ready and willing to pay specie for its 
paper last June, within one month after the sus- 
pension, but it was thought best to wait, and see 
what other banks would do. It resumed on the 
Ist of September, and continues to pay specie for 
its notes. The officers of this bank are entitled to 
the thanks of this community, and the Bank of 
Washington deserves a renewal its charter. Those 
who have conducted it through the late storms 
have given proof of whatprudent and honest men 
can do, whose cbject is rather to be useful to a 
whole community than to act on the selfish prin- 
ciple of monopolizing wealth to stockholders, at 
the expense of the community. They seem to 
ss been governed more by principle than by in- 
eres. 

_ Icannot support the Sub-Treasury bill without 
its friends will make some important alterations; 
and the first alteration that I desire, if the bill is to 
arome the law of the land, is a provision to re- 
ceive the paper of specie paying i 
of pablie ee p paying banksin payment 
lam aware that by separating from a majority 
of the political party with which T have acted, and 
intend to act, where I can, separating from them 
only where I must, I subject myself to misappre- 
hension, and, of course, to be misrepresented by 
those who do not understand me. Iam not alone. 
Others, who’ share -a much larger portion of the 
people’s confidence than has fallen tome, think 
and will act as I do. The small band of Conserva« 
tives, often referred to-in this debate, have taken 
the ground pointed out by an approving conscience, 


a 


Jan. 1838. 


APPENDIX rO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


5ra Conc----2np Sess. 


trusting to the approbation of oar constituents, 
which we value much higher than party. 

While on the subject, I hope the Senate will 
bear with me while I say a word in relation to my- 
self. Ido not owe my place here to party or party 
organization; before I was appointed to a seat on 
this floor, I made known to those who held the ap- 
pointing power, in terms that could not be misun- 
derstood, and will not now be controverted, that 
my views on banks and the currency were essen- 
tially different from those of the Chief Magistrate 
of that day. In separating from the late or pre- 
sent Administration on the eurrency qucstion, I 
claim exemption from party trammels. 

I trust [have said enough to show that the sys- 
tem of State bank deposites is preferable to the 
bill reported by the committee; and having very 
briefly touched on some of the topics before the 
Senate, I will close my remarks. 


REMARKS OF MR. RUSSELL, 
Or New York, 


In the House of. Representatives, January 9, 1838 — 
On the question ordering the bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Robert Fulton to a third reading. 


Mr. RUSSELL said, having been a member of 
the Committee of Claims, which had reported this 
bill to the House, and not having been able to con- 
cur with that committee in that report, he felt him- 
self called on to give to the House the reasons for 
his dissent. This bill proposes to give to the heirs 
of Robert Fulton the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, for services alleged to have been rendered 
by Mr. Fulton to the United States, and for the de- 
tention of his steamboat Vesuvius at New Orleans, 
from the 30th December, 1814, to the 12th of 
March, 1815, both days inclusive. The amount of 
this claim, the peculiar basis upon which it rests, the 
time and circumstances accompanying its presenta- 
tion, and the factitious aid which had been infused 
into the examination of it, rendered a calm and 
dispassionate examination peculiarly desirable: and, 
sir, (said Mr. R.) while I assure you that I enter 
upon it with no unkind feelings towards the indivi- 
dual whose personal merits are so intimately 
mingled with the discussion of the bill that they can 
hardly be separated, yet, sir, in the discharge of the 
duties confided to me, I shall examine it with free- 
dom, and with an anxious desire to arrive at a just 
and equitable result; and while, on the one hand, 
Ishall indulge no time-serving sympathies incon- 
sistent with the public interest, on the other hand, my 
purpose will be to secure a liberal adjustment of 
the claim in question. This bill, sir, presents to 
the ordinary observer but an index to the claim 
which lies beyond it: the labyrinth in which it is 
enveloped’ must be carefully traversed in its 
various windings, and the deceptive guise which 
time or accident may .have thrown around it 
drawn aside, that in sober reality we may 
examine its merits. In canvassing this claim, 
my colleagues on the committe, or such of 
them as concurred in this report, will claim for 
themselves (as the chairman has already done) the 
right of presenting the reasons which have induced 
them to view this demand in a more favorable light 
than the minorty thought themselves authorized to 
do; and they will not fail, I am sure, sir, to extend 
to the minority that courtesy which they claim for 
themselves. ‘The time has been when this claim 
was not involved in that obscurity which now sar- 
rounds it. Contemporaneous circumstances and 
evidence which would have presented the clai-n in 
its true character may well be presumed now to be 
lost by time or accident, or those from whoma 
more perfect relation may have been obtained have 
descended to the tomb. Sir, allow the principle to 
prevail, that lapse of time strengthens the demand, 
originally of doubtful merit, and I ask, you, sir, 
what period will you fix for the consummation of 
that right which in its origin was worthless? 

‘Vhat you may be enabled to judge, sir, how far 
this claim falls within the latter description, I will 
present to you briefly the factsdisclosed. We are 
informed by the Secretary of the Navy, in his re- 
port, under date of the 3d of January, 1937, thatin 
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1816 the sum ef $5,000 was advanced by the Go- | 


vernment to Mr. Fulton. In that same report he 
also informs us, that in the year 1814 the Govern- 
ment advanced to Mr. Fulton another sum of 
$40,000; and as to this item, it will be found that 
the amount was furnished under a written contract, 
bearing date on the 27th day of December, 1814, 
between the then Secretary of War and Mr. Ful- 
ton; that, to enable Mr. Fulton to bring into opera- 
tion the steamboat Vesuvius and others specified in 
the contract, this sum of $40,000 was advanced. 
In this contract it is stipulated “that during the 
present war with Great Britain and these United 
States, and until said $40,000 shall be repaid or 
satisfied to the United States, by the passage of 
troops or freight in said steamboats, or in the mo- 
ney circulating medium of the United States, all 
officers and troops finding their own provisions and 
bedding shall be transported in the steamboats from 
Louisville to New Orleans, down the stream, for 


ten dollarseach, and from New Orleans to Louis- | 
ville, up the stream, for twenty dollars each; in all į 


cases of shorter distance, each person shall be 
transported for one cent a mile down the stream, 
and twocentsa mile up the stream. Ordnance 
and military stores, and munitions of war belong- 
ing to the United States, which can be conveyed in 
steamboats, (and of which the captain shall be the 
judge,) shall be transported down the stream from 
Louisville to New Orleans for one dollar per ton 
for one hundred miles, or up the stream at the rate 
of three dollars per ton for each hundred miles.” 
In this contract there is a further provision that 
‘cif within five years from this date, (27th Decem- 
ber, 1814,) the said sum of forty thousand dollars 
shall not have been earned, and compensated to 
the Government of the United States, by the trans- 


portation of troops and transport of munitions of | 


war as aforesaid, the whole cr any deficiency of 
said forty thousand dollars not satisfied, as afore- 
said, shall be paid by the said Robert Fulton and 
the stockholders in said boats to the Government of 
the United States.” Thus, Mr. Speaker, you have 
presented the items composing the demand of the 
Government against Mr. Fulton, which, in the 
language of the Secretary of the Navy, are “specific 
and certain,” presenting an aggregate of $45,000. 
It should be borne in mind that the appropriate 
duties of the Committee of Claims are specific, 
limited, and well defined, and, in the language of 
legislation, comprise only such claims of a pecu- 
niary nature as ordinarily arise between the Go- 
vernment and its citizens, arising upon contract, 
either express or implied, and such only as may be 
reduced in practice to resaopable certainty. In 
proportion to this duty imposed is the responsibility 
increased; and if they are permitted to transcend 
the one, they assume a responsibility which shou!d 


not be cast upon them, and which appropriately : 


belongs to the other standing committees of this 
House. And, sir, it is the scrupulous observance of 
this discrimination of the appropriate duties and re- 
sponsibilities of the respective standing committees of 
this House which has induced this whole land, from 
Maine to Florida, to become vocal with praise to the 


distinguished chairman of that committee; and I | 


submit whether it is for the interest of the people of 
the United States to allow an assumption of power 
not delegated by law or well-regulated custom to 
any functionary of this Government or any depart- 
ment thereof. Would you allow the Committee 
for the District of Columbia to exercise a supervi- 
sory control, or to take cognizance of the military 
operations of your Government, or to grant pen- 
sions or anuuities, or erect monuments to the 


memory of departed worth? Are there not appro- | 
priate standing committees for these purposes? If : 
there are not, raise a select committee for the | 


specific purpose, and then this House and this na- 
tion will hold such committee respousible for the 
recommendations which it shall make. So far as 
the items brought to your notice, and the claims of 
Mr. Fulton against the Government for services 
rendered and moneys expended, which properly 
form the subject of reciprocal credit, are concern- 
ed, they were properly referrible to the Committee 
of Claims; and beyond that I submit whether they 
should have taken cognizance. If, sir, as has 
been stated by the gentleman from Ohio,(Mr. Wair- 
TLESEY,) “the thing to be paid for was not bodily 
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exertion or mere mechanical superintendence, that 
it was talent, that it was invention, that it was 
ingenuity,” for which compensation is asked—- 
be it so, sir, for the purpose of this discussidn—are 
these proper items of account to be submitted to 
the Committee of Claims? Can you, sir, by any 
known rule of compensation practised by that com- 
mittee, arrive at any certain result, taking these par- 
ticulars for the basis of your calculations? 
mere statement of them shows that the appropri- 
ate reference of this part of the claim was to a 
select committee. But, sir, Mr. Fulton stands in- 
debted prima facie to the Government of the United 
States in the sum of $45,000; and how is that pre- 
tended by the advocates of this bill to have been 
discharged? Why, it is said, “he has rendered im- 
portant services to the country, and to the world 
of mankind.” Sir, though I cannot yield to 
him the entire merit claimed, it is not my 
purpose to withhold a more than ordinary meed of 
approbation. That he had talents and mechani- 
cal powers, and a mind well adapted to the in- 
vestigation of scientific pursuits, which elevated 
him above many of his contemporaries, and that he 
possessed industry and enterprise entitling him to 
high praise, most, if not all, will admit; and that 
these considerations should invoke a liberal exami- 
nation of his claims will, no doubt, be conceded. 
But, sir, there is a point in legislation beyoud 
which liberality cannot be indulged without en- 
countering an epithet which few would be emalous 
to acquire. Others whose interests have been con- 
fided to the safe-keeping of this Government are 
involved in this matter; and before an appropria- 
lion of this large amount should be made, it will 
become those who are entering upon it to exa- 
mine the basis npon which it can be founded, and 
discriminate clearly between paying a debt and 
making a donation. So far, then, sir, as matters 
of account are concerned, allow me for a moment 
to consider it. Under the contraet of the 27th of 
December, 1814, the Vesuvius was to be used as a 
transport for certain troops and munitions of war, 
at and about New Orleans, at a fixed rate of com- 
pensation; and the rule which has been generally, 
if not. universally, applied by the Committee of 
Claims, and with the approbation of Congress, 
has been, that when boats or other property have 
been taken into the service of the Government, 
under a contract with the owner for a stipulated 
compensation, such boat or other property has 
been at the risk of the owner. Can any one doubt 
the propriety of this as a general rule? And is 
there any well-founded reason for allowing this 
case to form an exception to that general regula- 
tion? Such regulations, upon which the rights of 
citizens are made to depend, to be just should be 
general, and all made to conform to them. Now, 
sir, apply that principle to this case, and it is thought 
no remuneration can be allowed. Upon this prin- 
ciple, if the boat, on her passage from New Or- 
leans to Louisville, had been captured and de- 
stroyed by the enemy, or she had foundered 
from the perils of the voyage, or stranded upon the 
rocks, her loss must have been sustained by the 
owner, and the Government, according to the esta- 
blished rule of legislation by this Government, 
would have been under no obligation to make re- 
paration. And, if the article of agreement is at 
all to be regarded, does not this ease fall clearly 
within that rule? But, sir, suppose it does not, and 
you subject the Government to all that can reason- 
bly be claimed for the use and damages o! this 
boat. Tris stated that she was pressed into the ser- 
vice of the Government by General Jackson, on 
the 30th of December, 1814, at New Orleans, 
(though this is denied by him, as appears by his Jet- 
ter to the commitlee,) and on the night of thal day 
she grounded on the batture at the upper part of the 
cily, where she remained until the 19th of March, 
1815. At this time G. Knights was the quarter- 
master general at New Orleans, where the follow- 
ing account was presented to him for payment: 
l. For transporting on board the Pesu- 

vius, in the spring of 1815, a part 

of the Kentucky troops from New 


Orleans to Natchez - - §2,025 00 
2. For mattresses and pillows taken 

from the boat for the use of the 

sick - - - - 390 09 
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3. For transporting troops and articles 


_. > from Natchez to New Orleans - 146 12 
4. Fortwo days’ use of boat under or- 

ders of Dec. 19, 1814, at $250 per 

day - E - > 500 00 


5. For 85 days she was aground, being 

from the night of the 30th Decem- 
ber, 1814, to the 12th March, 1815 21,250 00 
The second item of $350 appears to have been 
paia to F. B, Ogden, attorney, 4th of October, 1825. 
I will not, Mr. Speaker, undertake to say 
how. far there-is-.a want cf evidence to sus- 
tain. many of these items; but suppose they 
have all been proved, is it not reasonable to 
believe that at that time; when every thing was 
fresh in the memory, and the rights and obligations 
of the respective parties well known and under- 


stood, the.account thus rendered corresponded with | 


the then known rights of the party presenting it, 
and embraced every thing which could properly be 
included growing out of the use, seizure, and deten- 
tion of this boat. If it is so, let us state the ac- 
count and see. to what practical result we shall ar- 
rive: : 


In-1810, Mr. Fulton received- = $5,000 
In 1814, on the contract - - 40,000 


n 


Tatal - = $45,000 
Croas per account furnished, $21,250 
Deduct for amount paid F. B. 
Ogden - . - 390 
Balance - - $20,860 
Deduct this balance of $20,860 from the sum of 
$45,000, and it will leave a balance again Fulton, 
of $24,140. : 
nd, sir, suppose yon add to this credit the 
amount reported by his friend in 1829, to which I 
shall hereafter call your attention, the sum of 
$5,000 as a compensation for his services, “which 
can be measured by no certain: rule,” and even 
extend to him a still greater liberality, and add the 
interest as advised, which, at the rate of 7 per cent, 
will give $8,000 or $10,000 more: and then deduct 
these two last items of $5,000, and the interest 
thereon, say $8,000 or $10,000 more—say $10,000 
for the sake of precision—making a total of 
$15,000, and deduct this sum from the sum of 
$24,140, and there yet remains a balance against 
him of 99,140, due to tuc Government. And how 
is this balance to be overcome? Why, sir, it is 
urged by the advocates of this bill, that Mr. Pution 
rendered important services to the Government in 
J814 in superintendirg the building of a steam fri- 
gate in the New York harbor, and about the year 
1810 in making experiments for coast and harbor 
defence by means of “torpedoes.” Many will, no 
doubt, call to mind by-gone events connected with 
this subject, and would hardly be induced to be- 
lieve that this “torpedo system” should now be 
called. up “to plague the inventor.” Sir, if my 
memory serves me correctly, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, who were appoiuted to examine 
into these “torpedo” experiments, did not think so 
highly of them as to recommend the system as a 
means of national defen But, wir, E will pot 
sc1utinize too closely this item:if auy service las 
been rendered for which an equivalent has not 
been given, a more appropriate occasion than the 
present will probably never arise lor liquidating tne 
demand. But, sir, the services of Mr. Fulton, 
in constructing this sub-marine mode of war- 
fare, must have been taken into the account by 
the committee who made the report in 1829, to 
which Ihave referred, and, probably with that of 
building the steam frigate, tended in no small de- 
gree to produce the result to which that committee 
arrived, as it relates to superintending the buiding 
of the steam frigate. Tt is understood, sir, (but with 
how much contidence it may be relied on Lam not pre- 
paredtosay,) that there is yet remaining in the ar- 
chives of the Government, evidence going to show 
that when this work wasin progress,it was understood 
and agreed that Mr. Fulton was not to receive any 
compensation for the labor bestowed in superin- 
tending the building this frigate; and this idea is 
confirmed by reference to a report heretofore made 
on ‘this claim by the honorable Stephen Van 
Rensselaer, whose liberality and sense of justice 
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|] none will deny, and who was the chairman of a 


select committee heretofore raised in this House 
| for the purpose of considering this claim, in which 
report it is stated, in reference to this service, “that 


sation.” But if this House should be of the opi- 
nion that this disclaimer and argument should not 
be regarded, but that a reasonable compensation 
should be made, then the question. arises—what 
should that compensation be? -This subject, too, 
was before the committee of which Mr. Van 
Rensselaer was chairman, and was, no doubt, re- 
garded by them in making this report, and coming 
to the NHberal conclusion to which that committee 
arrived. But, Mr. Speaker, after making all these 
deductions, it will be fonnd that there is.yet a 
balance in favor of the United States, of $9,140. 
If the view I have taken be a correct one, can 
there by the remotest doubt, sir, if these respective 
demands had been liquidated and settled before the 
trial of the cause ju 1896, and the representatives 


| of Mr. Fulton discharged from their liability to 


the Government, that all would have considered it 
an aci of great liberality on the part of the Go- 
vernment to these representatives? But, sir, this 
was not done; but a suit was instituted for the, re- 
covery of the debt; and the sequel is to be found 
in the history of these proceedings. 

This suit was brought about the year 1525, in 
the southern district of the State of New York, 
| and tried in February, 1826, when a verdict was 
returned for the defendants; in reference to which 
the Secretary of the Navy, in his report made to 
Congress on the 3d of January, 1837, says: “I 
have endeavored to discover what composed the 
iteins of set-off to the claims of the United States; 
but very litle information in this case can be ob- 
tained, in addition to the documents and papers re- 
ferred. William M. Price and John Anthon were 
counsel for the defendants; bat from the lapse of 
time, they have no distinct recollection of the de- 
fence. Mr. Pries, in his letter of the Sth of No- 
vember last, says that his best impression is that 
the set-off of the defendants consisted of some 
$2,000 for the transportation of the munitions of 
war, and about $70,000, as a loss sustained by Mr. 
Fulton, by the seizure by the Government of this 
steamboat Vesuvius.” Well, indecd, Mr. Speaker, 
may the Secretary of the Navy have said that the 
claims on the part cf the estate of Mr. Fulton 
against the United States were “vagne and uneer- 
tain in their support; estimates bebeved from all 
the circumstances jn the case to be just and equi- 
table must be substituted for fact, proved by legal 
evidence.” 

Is it not evident. sir, that every searcher after 
truth (and I doubt not that all on this floor are of 
that description) the more he investigates this 
elaim, the stronger will his convictions be that the 
mostof it is entirely inadmissible? But, sir, sup- 
pose, in the exercise of an abundant liberality, you 

Now to the claimants the amount referred to, 
imed as having been established ‘ by substitut- 
ing the vague and uncertain conclusions for facts 
proved, as the Secretary of the Navy has imdi- 
cated he was obliged to do, aad consider the $70,000 
vaguely referred to (for it canuot be said to. be es- 
tablished hy evidence) as constituting the bases of 
the set-off} then, sir, deduct from this sum the 
$45,000, to which amount Mr. Fulton appears, 
from the hoeks of the Treasury, to be indebted to 
the Government, and you leave a balance due the 
applicants of $25,000, to which sum Mr. R. said he 
should propose to reduce the the amount before he 
resumed his seat, 

If I am correct in the view T have already taken 
of this case, Mr. Speaker, it must be evident to all 
that the great proportion of this $100,000 is to be 
given upon other and distinct considerations than 
that of claim, or upon the principle of accounting, 
in the legislative sense of that expression. 

In the language of his friend from Ohio, (Mr. 


invention, and for ingenuity, all of which, it is al- 
leged, have been applied in advancing the common 
interest, and ameliorating the condition of man- 
kind, by the application, if not the invention, of 
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i Woinrriesey,) said Mr. R. it was for talent, for 
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| steam power to boat navigation. If this were so, 
- siy, do you find that principle incorporated into this 
e : 


Mr. Fulton never asked or expected any compen- > 


the power of steam to practical usein boat nayi- 
galion. If. it could have been shown.-that Mr. 
Fulton: had ‘been the first to discover this .steam. 
power, and practically to apply it, a far different 
question than that which now exists would have 
been presented for consideration. . In ‘such. an 
event, the pleasing eulogium which has been pro- 
nounced of Mr. Fulton, bythe advocates of this 
bill, would have drawn forth no remonstrance from 
me. But, sir, when it is sought to elevate his me- 
rits at the expense of another's fame, all who are 
disposed to render equal justice to conflicting claim- 
ants for distinction, seek to check, bythe interposi- 
tion of truth, that intolerant zeal which so often 
outruns discretion, in urging the claims of an indi- 
vidual favorite. Long before Mr. Fulton’s atten- 
tion was turned to this subject, this power was 
well known, and its practical benefits tested by 
experience. Under the old confederation, and 
as early as the years 1786-7,-8, some of the 
States in this Union had, by legislative enactments, 
granted exclusive. privilege for navigating the 
waters of the respective States with boats, &c. 
impelled “by the power’ ‘of. steam, which, ` in 
some ‘instances as early as 1787, were in successful 
operation, and navigated at the rate of eight miles 
an hour. And, sir, it is a fact well authenticated, 
that between the years 1786 and 1790, the steam 
engine for propelling boats up and down the Dela- 
ware was in operation, and the novelty of the 
scene. drew forth the warmest congratulations from 
the admiring audience. In those exhibitions of 
mechanical genius, enterprise, and skill of his coun- 
trymen, Mr. Fulton did not participate: he was then 
in a foreign country, pursuing a more lucrative an? 
favorite object. How far he may be entitled to the 
appellation of a public benefactor, is a question 
which, at present, I have no inclination to discuss; 
bat, sir, if you were to propound that question to 
those who are familiar with the history of legisla- 
tive and judicial proceedings in the State of New 
York for the last half century, you might, perhaps, 
receive an appropriate response. ce 

Mr. Speaker, if this claim was so peculiarly me- 
ritorious, and this. family ‘so’entirely: destitute as 
has been represented, isit not-somewhat remark- 
able that it. should. have remained“ dormant from 
the spring of 1815 until. the year°1829, without 
having been claimed or urged upon the considera- 
tien of the Government? And I now submit. whe- 
ther itis probable that this claim would ever have 
been heard of, if a suit had not been bronght by 
the Government to have recovered from his repre- 
sentatives the amount due to the United States 
from Mr. Fulton. And, sir, if this “torpedo ex- 
periment,” of which we have heard so-much, had 
been so immensely valuable, do you believe it 
would have been rejected as worthless? And, sir, 
if it be true that the five thousand dollars advanced 
in 1810 had been expended by Mr. Fulton for the 
Government, and he entitled to receive four thou- 
sand dollars more for disbursing it, is it not strange 
thatthe account should have remained.open upon 
the books of the Treasury, and Mr. Fulton held 
up asa public defaulter, when, in truth, andin 
fact, the Government were indebted to him? -I 
must confess, sir, that I am credulous enough’ to 
believe that there is no consideration of public po- 
licy or private duty that demands my approbation. 
of this bill. 1 therefore, in pursuance:of the: sug- 
gestions I have made, move that the amount be re- 
duced from cne hundred to twenty-five’ thousand 


. dollars. : 
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Mr. Sreaxer: It. was my original intention to 
take no part in the discussion of this bill. When 
it was under examination upon a former occasion, 
I contenied myself in listening to the eloquence 
which was poured forth from different parts of this 
Hall, and in giving a silent -vote in favor of the 
bill, as reported by the chairman of the Committee 
of Claims, [Mr. Wait TLEesey.] : wo 

; I rise, Mr. Speaker, to resist the motion to recon- 
sider, made by the honorable member from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Txompson;] and to notice. the re- 
marks which have fallen from my honorable col- 
league, [Mr. RusseLL,] which I heard with surprise, 
and, as an American citizen, with deep mortifica- 
tion. _ That honorable member, in exhibiting his 
opposition to this bill, has made an attempt to tear 
the well-earned laurels from the brow of a distin- 
guished and deceased public benefactor. He has 
denied to the late Mr. Fulton the credit of being 
the inventor of the successful and practical appli- 
cation of steam power to boat navigation. If this 
allegation be true, the honorable member will suc- 
ceed, ‘not only in* defeating the award of the 
national justice proposed by the passage of this 
bill, but he will take from his orphan children the 
legacy of his achievements. 

When Mr. Falton first demonstrated the practi- 
cability of applying steam power to boat naviga- 
tion ; and when, in 1807, he launched his first boat 
at New York, which moved. up the: waters of the 
Hudson to the admiration of the inhabitants on its 
banks; when his experiment had proved success- 
ful, and the benefit his invention would confer upon 
the country was evident to all, I am aware, sir, 
that envy and avarice were operating to rob him 
of his well-earned reputation. I had supposed that 
those times were past, and that a great and happy 

eople—made so, in a measure, by the efforts of 
his genius—would be willing to accord to his 
memory the meed of praise; and that no honorable 
member on this floor would tear from orphanage 
the legacy bequeathed by such a father. 

All. that was claimed by Mr. Fulton, was the 
successful application of steam power to boat navi- 
gation. The expansive power of steam was known, 
and steam engines were invented before his time. 
Ingenious mechanics had suggested the possibility 
of propelling boats by steam power; but-all their 
experiments in this country, in England, France, 
and Scotland, had proved abortive, and were aban- 
doned. 

My colleague has referred to the experiments of 
John Fitch on the Delaware, in 1783. That indi- 
vidual was supported by an association of men, 
who furnished him means, and were interested in 
his success. The’ experiments resulted in no evi- 
dence of practical utility. The report made upon 
them to the Philosophical Society at Philadelphia 
shows, that ne possible advantage could be derived 
from the plan proposed. 

The question is not, sir, who first suggested the 
possibility of applying steam power to boat navi- 
gation, but who first perfected such application, and 
made an experiment with entire success. 

The mechanics, whose attention had been turned 
to the subject, were, doubtless, men of ingenuity 
and merit; but, sir, they were not possessed of that 
rare union of genius and practical knowledge, 
which was necessary to enable them to make a 
successful application, All their efforts‘and experi- 
ments proved fruitless. s } 

England, or rather her critics and reviewers, for 
atime, claimed priority ofiavention. But, sir, the 
documents on our tables show the injustice of such 
claim. The report of the Commissioner of Patents 
made to Congress at the present session says: 


occasioned by the fire, most deeply re- 
gretied, w ; iou of all the papers deposited by 
‘Robert Fulton. His drawings were executed by his own 
hand, and formed an interesting part of the records of American 
genius. Agtablishing for our country the -honor of the first 
successful and practical employment of steam in navigation. 
This loss has been considered irreparable. I am happy, 
however, to state, that correct duplicates can doubtless be pro- 
cured. The fame of Fulton attracted the attention ofa foreign 
Government, for whom, on application therefor, complete 
jes of his drawings. and transcripts of specifications and Orhei 
papers, deposited in this office, were made and oe to 
‘London, where, it is presumed, copies may be obtained to sup- 
ty the place of the oe Measures will immediately be 
aken to accomplish that object. A 
lerc ig evidence that England established no 


claim. Every boat built upon English waters, was 


constructed upon the plan and after the model and 
drawings of Mr. Fulton. It was reserved for his 
inventive genius and enterprise, by a wonderful 
combination of machinery, to produce the success- 
ful result. The present generation have awarded 
to him this merit; posterity will recognise, and his- 
tory will record it, as the achievement of Robert 
Fulton. 2 si 

Mr. Speaker, I rose to rescue his-memory from 
undeserved attack. Deeply impressed, as I håve 
been from my youth, with the merits of that distin- 
guished individual, and the value of his life and la- 
bors to our country, and the world, I conid not 


peimit the remarks of honerable members on this | 


floor to pass without a response from me. 

I. will now give my reasons in support of the 
bill. The bill proposes to award to the heirs of 
Robert Fulton $100,000, not as a donation, but for 
valuable services rendered the country; services in 
which rare talent and inventive ingenuity were 
employed, and of such a character as no other man 
could have performed. The resources of the whole 


country have been developed, and the people of 


every State in the Union have'been enriched by his 
inventions. His whole life was one unbroken act 
of devotion to the interests of his country. The in- 
terest of self was merged in that of the public good. 
As an evidence of this, I wil read an extract from 
his letter to his friend, the poet Barlow, in 1807, 
after his return to New York, from his first trip up 
the Hudson by steamboat. He writes: 


“Having employed much time, money and zeal, in accom- 
plishing this work, it gives me, as it will you, great pleasure to 
see it {ully answer my expectations. It will give a cheap and 
quick conveyance to the merchandise on the Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, and other great rivers, which are now laying open their 
treasures tothe enterprise of our countrymen; and although the 
prospec! of present emolument has been some inducement to 
me, yet T feel infinitely more pleasure in reflecting on theim- 
mense alyantage that my country will derive from the in- 


vention.” 

Sir, this was a proud day for Fulton. A short 
period before he was soliciting aid to complete his 
boat. Having exhausted all his own means, he 
made application to men of property in the city of 
New York, offering them a share in his boat, and 
the privileges granted him; but his project was con- 
sidered wild and visionary. After its. completion, 
the morning it was to leave New York a crowd of 
spectators gathered upon the wharves, to witness 
what they believed would be an abortive experi- 
ment. Jcers and sarcasms passed among the un- 
believing populace. But when the boat rounded 
from East river, and entered the waters of the 
Hudson, their jeers and sarcasms were changed t» 
plaudits of admiration. 

In reference to these facts, Mr. Fulton writes in 
the same letter to his valued friend: 

“The morning Left New York there were not thirty persons 
inthe city who believed thet the boat would ever move one 
mile an hour, or be of the least utility; aad while we were put- 
ting off from the wharf, which was crowded with spectators, I 
heard a number of sarcastic remarks. This is the way in 
which ignorant men compliment what they call philesophers 
and projectors.” 

At this ime Mr. Fulton, in conjunction with his 
friend and patron, the late celebrated Chancellor 
Livingston, made application to the Legislature of 
New York, and the grant for the exclusive naviga- 
tion of the Hudson river by steam power, was 
extended to them for twenty years The money 
derived from this privilege enabled him to construct 
other boats, and to carry on his inveniions for 
maritime defence, which he prosecuted in the har- 
bor of New York. He enjoyed this privilege, un- 
molested, but a few years. Speculators arose, 
complained of his monopoly, and interfered with 
his privileges. This invasion of his rights called 
forth the public sympathy, and the matter under- 
went legislative investigation, His rights and 
claims upon the publie gratitude, were ably de- 
fended on that occasion by the late Thomas Addis 
Emmet. That eloquent advocate, after he had 
finished his addres: to the Legislature, turned to 
Mr. Falton, and addressed to him a most touching 
appeal, which I will read asa portion of the his- 
tory of those times, and as an evidence of the esti- 
mation in which he was then held as a great public 
benefactor: 


“I know and feel, (said Mr- Emmet) and I rejoice in the ton- 
viction, that forthe present at least, your interests, my friend 
are perfectly secure; but do not, therefore, flatter yourself that 
you wil] be involved in no future difficulties on the same ac- 


count. Youexpecttoo much from your well-earned Teputa-. 


mienen: 


H. of Reps. 


` itself is calcula 


tion, and the acknowledged utility to mankibdof your life and 
labors. You permit yourself ta be engrossed with vastand no- 
ble plane for the public good. You are inconsiderately sinking 
your present i:come in the extension of public accommoda- 
tions by steumboais. You are gratuitously giving your ‘time 
and your taienis aH astruction of that great national. ob- 
ject, your stupen muon for maritime defence, which, in 
ta revolution in naval warfare. “1 
admire and applaud you for your readiness to devote to the set- 
vicc of the public the opulence you derive from its grateful re- 
muneration. Let me remind you, however, that you have 
other and closer ties. I Know the pain I am aboutto give, anil 
Isee the tears 1 make you shed; but by that love- speak—by 
that love which,like the hght of Heaven, is refracted in rays 
of different’ strength upon your ‘wife and children; which 
when collected and combined, forms the sunshine of your'soul 
—by. that love, 1.do adjure you, provide in time for those dear- 
est objects of your care. Yes, my friend, my heart bleeds 
while Tutter it; butl have fearful forebodings that yeu may 
hereafter find in public faith a broken staff for your’ support, 
and receive from public gratitude a broken heart for your re- 
ward.” Sos : 

This appeal of Mr. Emmet was of no avail 
Fired by his genius, and possessed of those rich » 
and rare endowments of Heaven which aré Some- 
times sent to bless mankind, he prosecuted with 
zeal his system for rnaritime defence: up to.and 
during the last war, till death closed his valuable 
life, in 1815. In his last moments, if the recollec- 
tions of his friends are to be. relied on, he was:sus+ 
tained and soothed by the confident belief that à 
country which: had been enriched ‘by his labors 
would make ample provision for his family. : 

Sir, when Fulton died; when. the arm which 
gave life and spirit to his great inventions, which 
have formed an era in human history, was power- 
less, speculators again arose, encouraged “by the 
opinions of able counsel, denied the constitutional 
power of the law. in granting the exclusive naviga- 
lion of the Hudson river by steam, and then com- 
menced that memorable contest in the State courts 
of New York, each, in succession, deciding in favor 
of the grant, until, upon an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, the judgment was:re- | 
versed, the law declared unconstitutional and void, 
and thus the last hope of his orphan family was 
torn from them, and they were thrown upon the 
charities of acold and unfeeling world, embarrassed 
with the debts of their father’s estate, and with no- 
thing to sustain them’ but the recollection of his 
virtues and his fame. : age ae ae AE 

If Mr: Fulton, after he bad obtained his patent 
for propelling boats: by steam: power, instead. of 
applying to the Legistature of. Net York, had ap- 
plied: to Congress to purchase: his: patent, would 
Congress have: awarded a ;less sum } than:’the 
amount proposed by this. bill? Sir, I would ask 
honorable members who represent the Western 
country, to estimate the value of steam navigation, 
in developing her resources—extending her popula- 
tion—buiiding up her cities and villages as by the 
spirit of enchantment—multiplying the elements of 
national prosperity, and pouring millions of money 
into the National Treasury, by the sale of the pub- 
lie lands? Sir, 1 would ask them the value of the 
services of Robert Fulton? The great rivers of 
the West, the Ohio, the Mississippi, and Missouri, 
were innavigable, except upon their downward 
currents, until the introduction of steam navigae 
tion. And aow more than five huhdred steamboats 
are plying on those waters, forming the wings of 
western prosperity. I trust that honorable mem- 
bers, whose constituents share so largely: in the 
fruits of his labors, will not be unmindfal of the 
claims-of his children. 

The triumphsof his distinction were not confio- 
ed to the mechanic aris. He was the projector of 
the canal system of this country. The impulses of 
his mind first awakened public attention to that 
system of internal improvements, which is now the 
pride of New York. and Pennsylvania.. Ju a Jetter 
to Mr.Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasary, in1808, 
he shows the intnence of canal navigation in ce- 
menting the bonds of the Union. ` 
Mr. Speaker, T have thus given a rapid . sketch. 


‘of the character and services of Robert Fulton. 


Bat, sir, it is not compensation for his general servi- 
ces to this country, which has brought ‘his children 
before Congress in the humble attitude of petition. 
Their claim is for specific relief. 'The language of 
the bill is: à 

“For the services of Robert Fulton, in inventing a system of 
coast and harhor defence, and in testing its utility; and ‘for his 
services for inventing and superintending thé construction of a 
steam frigate at New York during and after the late war; and 
for the use of his patent for steam frigates; and for the detention 
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of his steamboat Vesuvius, impressed into the service of the 
United States, and detained from the 30ih of December, 1814, to 
the 12th March, 1815, both days inclusive; and for the damage 
done to said boat while she was aground at New Orleans.” 

These claims were presented to Congress in the 
year 1829. No definite action was had upon them 
until, by a joint resolution of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, of the ‘9th of April, 1837, the 
petition and papers were referred to the Secretary 
of the Navy, to statean account. On the 3d of 
January, 1837, the Secretary made his report, 
showing the balance due the heirs, with a detailed 
statement of the testimony and reasons to fortify 
each item of the account; and it is the conclusion 
arrived at by the Secretary, which the bill proposes 
to adopt. 

One item of the account, as stated by the Secre- 
tary, is: 

“1815. Damages for the detention of the steamboat Vesu- 
vius, from 30th December, 1814, to 12th March, 1815, $50,000.” 


This charge, sir, is sustained by ample testimony. 


The steamboat Vesuvius, measuring 356 tons, was 
owned by Robert Fulton, and in the year 1814 
was the only steamboat on the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi rivers, between Louisville, in Kentucky, and 
New Orleans. This boat arrived at New Orleans 
in the latter part of December, 1814, at the time 
great alarm prevailed in consequence of the ap- 
pearance of the British army betore that city. The 
boat was, on the 30th of the same month, impress- 
ed and taken into the service of the United States, 


for the transportation of troops and munitions of |i 


war, and detained until the 12th of Marck follow- 
ing. Robeson DeHart, who was commandant of 
the Vesuvius at the time of her impressment, states, 
on oath, “that as this was the only boat between 
Louisville and New Orleans, her services would 
have been worth to her owner, during the cam- 
paign, (which lasted between three and four 
months,) from eight to nine hundred dollars per 
day.” Other witnesses make the estimate still 
higher. And it is worthy of remark that these esti- 
mates are not mere opinions, but, are based upon 
the most accurate calculation of the profits this 
boat had been clearing in her voyages between 
Louisville and New Orleans. 

John De Hart, who commanded the boat the fol- 
lowing year, states on oath that, for a portion of the 
time during her impressment, her services would 
have been worth from fifteen hundred to two thou- 
sand dollars per day, in conveying families and 
valuable effects up the river, to escape from the 
supposed impending destruction of that city. ‘The 
Secretary, however, thinks the estimates too high, 
and says, “that as the Government have been 
lately paying at the rate of $500 per day for the 
use of a steamboat in the present campaign against 
the Seminole Indians, when steamboats are much 
more easily procured than they were in 1814 and 
1815, he thinks that $600 per day for the use of 
the boat would be a reasonable compensation,” 
which, with the estima'e for the damage done the 
boat, he puts at $50,000. I am not disposed to 
dissent from the judgment of the Secretary, but my 
opinion is, sir, from the testimony, that the estimate 
is too low. 

‘The next item is, “the use of Mr. Fulton's pa- 
tent right for constructing steam frigates, $69,000.” 
In relation to this item, and the one for “services 
as superintendent in building a steam frigate at 
New York,” the Secretary in his report, says: 

“My. Fulton secured to himself the right ofa pateat for t 
invention, the whole benefit of which has resulted to the United 
States. A liberal estimate ofthe value and importance of his 
services in this invention should be adopted. 

“ The opinions expressed in the papers 
ofa very high estimate of the value and 
vention; and the Messrs. Robert and George 
their letter of the 3d of last month, expre: 
the sum of8100,000 should be awarded to t 
for the use of his patent right and improv 
struction of steam frigates. Although I pi 
in the opinion of these gentlemen, yet I think 
too high; but I am satisfied, from the best considera 
give to the case, that $60,009 would be no more than a Te 
able allowance for the use of this pateat right and improve- 
ments. E My 

“The Messrs. Robert and George I. Schuyler aiso 
their letter that, in their opinion, the sum of $25,060 
allowed as acompensation for the services of Mr. 
superintendent in the construction of the steam frigate 
York; and as this opinion is corroborate by mach te 
in the case, I consider that sum as a liberal, and, at the í 
time, no more than an adequate, allowance for theso serv 

Mr. Speaker, it has been usual for Congress to 


purchase patents for inyentions useful as an arm 
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of national defence. In the session of 1836, by 
special act, the sum of $20,000 was awarded to the 
inventor for his interest in two patenis; one a ma- 
chine for elevating heavy cannon, and the other for 
pointing cannon. 

From 1810 till the day of his death, in 1815, 
Mr. Fulton was, a large portion of his time, en- 
gaged in the harbor of New York in prosecuting 
and perfecting his plan for maritime defence. 
Daring the last war, his time, his talents and his 
money were actively engaged; and freely bestowed, 
in aiding the milstary in the defence of that city; 
and because he had patriotism enough to enter the 
workshops of the mechanic, and superintend in the 
construction of the steam frigate at New York, 
without the promise of any compensation on_ the 
part of the Government, and, as is said, without 
the expectation of remuneration, itis now proposed 
by my colleague, [Mr. Russmrt,] in his abundant 
liberality, to allow his children no compensation 
for those services. He was engaged, as appears 
by the deposition of Thomas Morris, from twelve 
to eighteen months in building it; and it was 
the exposure upon the decks of this vessel du- 
ring its construction, which produced the dis- 
ease that terminated his valuable life. And, 
sir, there is evidence to show that Mr. Fulton 
did not intend to devote his time and talents 
gratuitously in the construction of this vessel. 
There is, among the papers, a proposal, in the form 
of a law of Congress, in his own hand-writing, 
to form a company, consisting of General Dear- 
born, Dre Samuel L. Mitchell, Henry Rutgers, 
and others, to build the steam frigate, and receive 
a certain per cent. upon the cost of construction. 
This propasition, it would appear, the Government 
did not accept; and besides, during the time of its 
consruetion, Mr. Fulton had four steamboats 
building at Pittsburgh, on the Ohio, which were 
under the superintendence of agents. But, sir, the 
Joint resolution of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 9th April, 1836, settles this point, 
and directs the Secretary of the Navy to credit the 
heirs of Robert alton, a compensation commen- 
surate with the value and importance of his services in 
constructing the steam frigate at New York. Under 
this reselution the Secretary acted ; and the follow- 
ing is the account, as he presents it for the action 
of Congress. 


United Slates, in account with the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton, deceased. 
Dr. 

1810. To money expended by Robert Fal- 
ton in making cxperiments for coastand 
harber defence by means of torpedoes - 

Services in making experiments in the same, 

1315. Damages for the detention of the 
steamboat Vesuvius from the 30th De- 
cember, 1814, to 12th March, 1815 - 

The nse of Mr. Fulton’s patent right for 
constructing steam frigates -~ - - 

Services as superintendent in building a 
steam frigate at New York - - - 25,000 


45,000 
5,000 


50,000 
60,000 


$145,000 


Cr. 
1810. By cash advanced for making ex- 
periments for coast and harbor defence 
by torpedoes - - - - - $5,000 
1814. By cash advanced on contract to fit 
outstcamboats + - - - - 40,000 
$45,000 
Balance in favor of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton - - - žá- - 


Mr. Speaker, it is asked by my colleague why 
these claims have been permitted to sleep from the 


death of Mr. Fulton, in 1815, till 1829, when they 
were first presented to Congress? Sir, I will an- 
swer this question. In 1820, as appears by the 
papers, a suit was commenced by the Government 
against the personal representalives of Robert Ful- 
ton, in the district court for the southern district of 
Kew York. These claims, or a portion of then, 
were interposed as a set-off in that suit, which was 


not tried until the month of February, 1826, -Dur- 
ing its pendency, therefore, these claims could not 
have been presented to Congress. “That suit was 
brought to adjust the claim standing uricancelled 
on the books of the Treasury Department for mo- 
neys advanced to Mr. Fulton under a contract -to 
place four steamboats on the Western waters dur- 
ing the last war, a fulfilment of which contract 
was rendered unnecessary by the. return of peace. 
At the trial in New York, the jury rendered a ver- 
dict for the defendants, and were about certifying 


a balance due the representatives. of Mr. Fulton, | 


when they were informed that it would be irregular, 
as the action was upon a sealed instrument. What 
balance they were prepared to certify is not known. 
But again : Mr. Fulton left four children, one son 
and three daughters, who were minors a great por- 
tion of this time. 5 

Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of the bill. I re- 
joice that an opportunity has been presented to ex- 
press my unqualified approbation of its. merits. 
The intelligent and high minded constituency I re- 
present will sustain me in the vote I propose to 
give. It will remain among the treasured recollec- 
tions of my life that I have stood up in its defence, 
and aided in dispensing national justice to, the 
orphan children of him who has contributed so 
largely to make us a great, prosperous, and happy 
people. i 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. : 


SPEECH OF MR, CALHOUN, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, 

In Senate, February 15, 1838—Upon the bill “to im- 
pose additional duties, as depositaries, upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint Receivers General 
of public money, and to regulate the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbufsement, of the. public 
moncys of the United States.” f 


I regard this measure, which has been. so much 
denounced, as very little more than an attempt to 
carry out the provisions of the, joint resolution of 
1816, and the deposite act of 1836. The former 
provides that no notes. but those of specie-paying 
bauks shall. be received in, the dues.of the Govern- 
ment, and the latter ‘that such. banks only: shall-be 
the depositories of the public revenues and ‘fiscal 
agents of the Government; but it omitted to, make 
provisions for the contingency of a general sus- 
pension of specie-payments, such as is the present. 
Tt followed, accordingly, on the suspension in May 
last, which totally separated the Government and 
the banks, that the revennes were thrown into the 
bands of the Executive, where they have since re- 
mained under itsexclusive control, without any legal 
provision for their safe-keeping. The objectof this 
bill is to supply this omission; to take the public 
money out of the hands of the Executive, and 
place it under the custody of the laws, and to pre- 
vent the renewal of a connection which has proved 
so unfortunate to both the Government and the 
banks. But itis this measure, originating in an 
exigency caused by our own acts, and that seeks 
to make the most of a change effected by operation 
of law, instead of allempting to innovate, or to 
make another experiment, as has been. erroneously 
represented, which has been denounced under the 
name of the Sub-Treasury with such unexampled 
bitterness. - 

In lieu of this bill, an amendment has been of- 
fered, ag a substitute, by the Senator from Virgi- 
nia, furthest from the chair, (Mr. Rivzs,) which he 
informs us is the first choice of himself and those 
who agree with him, and the second choice of those 
with whom he is allied on this question. If 1 may 
judge from appearances, which can hardly deceive, 
he might have said their first-choice, «under existing 
circumstances; and have added, that, despairing of 
a National Bank, the object of their preference, 
they have adopted his substitute, as the only prac- 
tical alternative at present. - We have, then; the 
question thus narrowed down to this bill and the 
proposed substitute. - It is agreed on all sides; that 
one or the other must be selected, and that-toadopt 
or reject. the ong, is to reject or adopt: the other. 
The single question then is, which shall we choose} 
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Senate. 


A deeply momentous question, which we are now 
called on to decide in behalf of the States of this 
Union, and on our decision their future destiny 
must, in a great degree, depend, so long as their 
Union endures. : 

In comparing the relative merits of the two mea- 
sures, preparatory to a decision, I shall touch very 
briefly on the principles and details of the bill. The 
former is well understood by the Senate and the 
country at large, and the latter has been so ably 
and lucidly explained by the chairman of the com- 


mittee in his opening speech, as to supersede the | 


necessity of further remarks on them at this stage 
of the discussion. 
to a mere general summary, accompanied by a 
few brief observations. 

The object of the bill, as I have already stated, 
is to take the public funds out of the hands.of the 
Executive, where they have been thrown by opera- 
tion of our acts, and to place them under the cus- 
tody of law; and to provide for a gradual and 
slow, but a perpetual, separation between the Go- 
vernment and the banks. 
the process of separating to the year 1845, receiving 
during the first year of the series the notes of such 
banks as may pay specie, and reducing thereafter 
the amount receivable in notes one-sixth annually, 
till the separation shall be finally consummated at 
the period mentioned. 

The provisions of the bill are the most simple 
and effectual that an able committee could devise. 
Four principal receivers, a few clerks, and a suffi- 
cient number of agents to examine the state of the 
public funds, in order to see that all is right, at an 
annual charge not exceeding forty or fifty thousand 
dollars, at most, constitute the additional officers 


and expenditures required, to perform all the func- | 


I propose, then, to limit myself | 


It proposes to -extend | 


| 
| 
| 


tions heretofore discharged by the banks, as depo- | 


sitories of the public money and fiscal agents of 
the Treasury, This simple apparatus will place 
the public Treasury on an independent footing, and 
give tothe Government, at all times, a certain 
command of its funds to meet its engagements, and 
preserve its honor and faith inviolate. If it be 
desirable to separate from the banks, the Govern- 
ment must have some independent agency of its 
own to keep and disburse the public revenue; and 
if it must have such an agency, none, in my opi- 
nion, can be devised more simple, more economi- 
cal, more effectual and safe, than that provided by 
this bill. It is the necessary result of the separa- 
tion, and to reject it, without proposing a better, 
Gif, indeed, a better can be) is to reject the separa- 
tion itself. 

J turn now to the substitute. Its object is di- 
rectly the reverse of that of the bill. J *proposes 
to revive the league of State banks, and to renew 
our connection with them, which all acknow- 
ledge has contributed so much to corrupt the com- 


munity, and to create a spiritfor speculation, here- | 


tofore unexampled in our history. 

The Senator in offering it, whether wisely or not, 
hag at least acted consistently. He was its advo- 
cate at first in 1834, when the alternative was be- 
tween it and the recharter of the late Bank of the 
United States. He then defended it zealously and 
manfully, against the fierce assaults of his present 
allies, as he now defends it, when those who then 
sustained him have abandoned the measure. 
Whether wisely or not, there is something heroic in 
his adnerence, and I commend him for it; but I 
fear I cannotsay as much for his wisdom and dis- 
cretion. He acknowledged, with all others, the 
disasters that have followed the first experiment, 
but attributes the failure to inauspicious circum- 
stances, and insists that the measure has not had a 
fair trial. Igrant that a second experiment may 
succeed, after the first has failed; but the Senator 
must concede, in return, that every failure must 


necessarily weaken confidence, both in the experi- | 


ment and the experimenter. He cannot be more 
confident in making this second trial, than he was 
in the first; and, if Í doubted the success then, and 
preferred the Sub-Treasury to his league of banks, 


he mast excuse me for still adhering to my opinion, | 


and doubting the success of his second trial. Nor 
ought he to be surprised, that those who joined him 
in the first should be rather shy of trying the ex- 
periment again, after having been blown into the air, 


H 
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| of change of principle, or opinion. 


and burnt and sealded by the explosion. But if the 
Senator has been unfortunate in failing to secure 
the co-operation of those who aided him in the first 
trial, he has been compensated by securing the 
support of those who were then opposed to him. 
They are now his zealous supporters. In contrast- 
ing their course thea and now, I intend nothing 
I make no charge of inconsistency, nor 
do I intend to imply it. My object is truth, and 
not to wound the feelings of any one, or any party. 
I know that to make out a charge of inconsistency, 
not only the question, but all the material circum- 
stances, must be the same. A change in either, 
may make a change of vote necessary; and, witha 
material variation in circumstances, we are often 
compelled to vary our course, in order to preserve 
our principles. In this case, I conceive that cir- 
cumstances, as far as the present allies of the Sena- 
tor are concerned, have materially changed. Then 
the option was between a recharter of the late 
bank, and a league of State banks; but now the 
former is ont of the question, and the option is be- 
tween such a league and a total separation from 
the banks. This being the alternative, they may 
welltake that which they rejected in 1834, without 
subjecting themselves to the charge of inconsisten- 
cy, or justly exposing themselves to the imputation 
I acquit them, 
then, of all such charges. They doubtiess think 
now, as they formerly did, of the measure which 
they then denounced and rejected, but which a 
change of circumstances now compels them to sup- 
port. But in thus acquitting theim of the charge of 
inconsisiency, they mus: excuse me, if I should 
avail myself of the fact, that their opinion remains 
unchanged, as an argument in favor of the bili— 
against the substitute. ‘lhe choice is between 
them. They are in the opposite scales. To take 
from the one is, in eflect, to add to the other, and 
any objection against the one, is an argument 
equally strong in favor of the other. I then 
do avail myself ef their many powerful objec- 
tions in °34 against the measure which this 
substitute proposes now to revive. - I call 


to my aid, and press into my service, every | 
, , y 


denunciation they then uttered, and every argu- 
ment they then so successfully urged against it. 
They, no, we (for I was then, as now, irrecon- 
cilably opposed to the measure) charged against it, 
and proved what we charged, that it placed the 
purse and the sword in the same hands; that it 
would be the source of boundless patronage and 
corruption, and fatal in its consequences to the cur- 
rency of the country; and I now avail myself of 
these, and all other objections, then urged by us, in 


as full force against this substitute, as if you were | 


again to rise in your places and repeat them now, 
and, of course, as so many arguments, in effect, in 
favor of the bill; and on their strength I claim your 
vote in its favor, unless, indeed, sull zironger ob- 
jections can be, urged against it. I say sironger, 
because time has proved the truth of all that was 
then said against the measure now proposed to be 
revived by this substitute. What was then pre- 
diction is now fact. But whatever objections have 
been, or may be, urged against the bill, however 
strong they may appear in argument, remain yet to 
be tested by the unerring test of time and expe- 
rience. Whether they shall ever be realized, must 
be admitted, even by those who may have the great- 
est confidence in them, to be at least uncertain; and 
it is the part of wisdom and prudence, where ob- 


jections are equally strong against two measures, ty | 


prefer that which is yet untried, to that which has 
been tried and failed. Against this conclusion 
there is but one escape. 

It may be said, that we are sometimes compelled, 
in the midst of the many extraordinary circum- 
stances in which we may be placed, to prefer that 
which is of itself the more objectionable, to that 
which is less so; because the former may more 
probably lead, in the end, to some desired result, 
than the latter. To apply the principle to this 
case. It may be said that the substitute, though of 
itself objectionable, is to be preferred, because it 
would more probably lead to the establishment of 
a National Bank than the bill, which you believe 
to be the only certain remedy for all the disorders 
that affect the currency, J admit the position to be 
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soundin principle, but it is one exceedingly bold 
and full of danger in practice, and ought never to 
acted on, but in extreme cases, and where there is 
a rational prospect of accomplishing the object nl- 
timately aimed at. The application, in this case, 
I must think, would be rashness itself. It may be 
safely assumed, that the success of either, which- 
ever may be adopted, the bill, or the substitute, 
would be fatal to the establishment of a National 
Bank. It can never put down a successful mea- 
sure to take its place; and, of course, that which is 
most likely to fail, and replunge the country into 
all the disasters of a disordered currency, is that 
which would most probably lead to the restoration 
of a National Bank; and to prefer the substitute on 
that account is, in fact, to prefer it because it is 
the worst of the two. But are you certain that ano- 
ther explosion would be followed by a bank? We 
have already had two; and it 1s far more probable, 
that the third would impress, universally and in- 
delibly, on the public mind, that there was some~ 
thing radically and incurably wrong in the system, 
which would blow up the whole concern, National 
Bank and all. i 

If I may be permitted to express an opinion, Í 
would say, you have pursued a course on this suba 
ject unfortunate both for. yourselves and country: 
You are opposed both to the league of banks, and 
the Sub-Treasury. You prefer a National Bank; 
and regard it asthe only safe and certain regulator 
of the currency, but consider it, for the present,- 
out of the question, and are therefore compelled to 
choose between the othertwo. By supporting the 
substitute, you will be held responsible for all the 
mischief and disasters, that may follow the revival 
of the pet bank system, as it has been called, with 
the almost certain defeat of your first and cherish- 
ed choice; and those you oppose will reap all the 
benefits of the power, patronage and influence, 
which it may place in their hands, without incurs 
ring any portion of the responsibility. But that is 
not all. he success of the substitute would be 
the defeat of the bill, which would, in like man- 
ner, place on you the responsibility of its defeat, 
and give those you oppose, all the advantage of 
having supported it without any of the responsibi- 
lity that would have belonged to it, bad it been 
adopted. Had a different course been taken—had 
you joined in aiding to extend the custody of the 
laws over the public revenue, in the hands of the 
Executive, where your own acts have placed it, 
and for which you, of course, are responsible, 
throwing the blame at the same time on those to 
whom you attribute the present disordered state of 
the currency, the burden of the responsibility, you 
would have stood ready to profit by events. If the 
Sub-Treasury, contrary to your anticipation, suc- 
ceeded, as patriots, you would have cause to re- 
joice in the unexpected good. If it failed, you 
would have the credit of having anticipated the 
result; and might then, after a double triumph of 
sagacity and foresight, have brought forward your 
favorite measure, with a fair prospect of success, 
when every other had failed. By not taking this 


| course, you have lost the only prospect of esta- 


blishing a National Bank. 

Nor has your course, in my opinion, been fortu- 
nate for the country. Had it been different, the 
currency question would have been decided at the 
called session; and had it been decided then, the 
couniry would this day have been in a much better 
condition—at least the manufacturing and commer- 
cial section to the North, where the derangement of 
the currency is felt the most severely. The South 


:| is comparatively in an easy condition. 


Such are the difficulties that stand in the way of 
the substitute at the very threshold. Those be- 
yond are vastly greater, as I shall now proceed to 
show. Its object, as I have stated, is to revive the 
league ot State banks; and the first question pre- 
sented for consideration is, how is this to be done? 
how is the league to be formed? how stimulated 
into life when formed? and what, after it has been 
revived, would be the true character of the league 
or combination? Te answer these questions we 
must turn io its provisions. 

It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall select twenty-five specie-paying banks, as the 
fiscal agents of the Government, all to be respecta- 
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ble and substantial, and that the selection shall be {| 
confirmed by the joint vole of the two Houses. It |! 
also provides that they shall be made the deposito- 
ries ofthe public money, and that their nolesshall.be ! 
receivable in the dues ofthe Government; and that 
in turn, for thesc advantages, they shall stipulate 
to perform certain duties, and comply with various 
conditions, the ebject of which is to give to the 


Secretary of the Treasury full knowledge of their ji 


condition and business, with the view to supervise 
and control their acts as far as the interest of the | 
Government is concerned. In addition to these, it 
contains other and important provisions, which I 
shall not enumerate, because they do not fall 
within the scope of the objections that 1 propose to 
urge against the measure. i 
Now lask what does all thisamount to? What ! 
buta proposal, on the part of the Government, to 
enter into a contract or bargain with certain select- 
ed Siate banks, on the terms and conditions eon- | 
tained. Have we the right to make sucha bargain | 
iş the first question; and to that, I give a decided || 
negative, which I. hope to place on constitutional 
grounds, that cannot be shaken. 1 intend to dis- 
cuss ity with other questions growing out of the 
connection of the Government with the hanks, asa 
new question, for the first tine presented for con- 
sideration and decision. Strange as it may seem, 
the questions growing out of it, as long as it hasex- | 
isted, have never yet been presented ner investiga- 
ted in reference to their constitutionality. How this i 
has happened, I shall now progecd. to explain, pre- | 
paratory to the examination of the question which 
I have proposed. | 
_ The union of the Government and the bauks was |! 
never legally sulemnized. It originated shortly 
after the Government went into operation, notin | 
any legal cpachaent, but in a short orderof the |] 
Treasury Department, of not much more than a | 
halt’ a dozen af lines, as if it were a mere matter of 
course. We, thns glided imperceptibly into a con- 
nection, which was never recognised by law till i 


18.6, (Gif my memory serves,) but whieh has pro- 
duced more important afier consequeuces, and has 
had.a greater control over the destiny ef this coun- 
try, than any of the mighty questions whieh have so 
often and deeply agitated the country. Toit may 
be traced, as their seminal principle, the vast and 
extraordinary expansion of our banking.sysiem, our 
excessive import duties, Unconstitutional and pre- |i 
fuse disbursements, the protechve tari, and Us ase | 
sociated system for spending whet it threw into the 
Treasury, followed intime by a vast surplus, which 
the ulmost extravagance of the Government cond i 
not dissipate, aud finally, by a gort of retributive 
justice, the explosion of the entire banking systeni, | 
and the present prostrated condition of the currency, || 
now the subject of orr deliberation. 


How a measure, fraught with such important 
consequences, should at frst, and for so long a 
time, have escaped the attention and the inyestina- 
tion of the public, deserves ¿ ing notice, Tt is 
to be explained by the fa scepiton of the on- 
tire subject of banking, which at that early period 
universally prevailed in the commanity., So erro- | 
neous was it, that a ban note was then identified | 
in the mind of the pablic with gold and silver, and 
a deposite in bank was regarded as under the most | 
safe and sacred custody that could be devised. The 
original impression, derived from the Bank of Am- 
sterdam, where every note or c:rtificate in circula- 
tion was honestly represented by an equal and spe- 
cife quantity of gold or silver in bank, and where | 
every. deposite was kept as a sacred trust, to be 
safely returned to the depositary, when demanded, | 
was extended to banks ef discount, down to the 
time of the formation of our Government, with but | 
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slight modifications. With this impression, it is 
not at all extraordinary that the deposite of the re- 
venue in banks for safe-keeping, and the receipt of | 
their notes in the public duss, shouid be considered 
a malter of course, requiring no higher anthority 
than a Treasury order; and he a connection 
with all the important questicus belonging to. it, 
and now considered of vast magnitude, received so. 
little notice, till public attention was directed to it 
by its recent rupture. This total separation from 
the.system, in which ;7e now find ourselves placed, 
for. the: first time, authorizes. and demands that we 


shall investigate freely and fully, not only the con- 
sequences of the connection, but all the questions 
growing out of it, more especially. those of a consti- 
tutional character; and 1 shall, in obedience to this 
demand, return to the question from which this di- 
gression has carried me so far. 

Have we, then, the right to make the bargain 
proposed?’ Have we the right to bestow the high 
privileges, I might say, prerogatives, on them of 
being made the depositories of the public revenue, 
and of having their notes received and treated as 
gold and silver in the dues ef the Government and 
in all its fiscal transactions? Have we the right to 
do all this in order to bestow confidence in the 
banks, with the view to enable them to resume spe- 
cie-payments? What is the state of the case? The 
banks are deeply indebted to the country, and are 
unable to pay; and we are asked to give them 
these advantages, in order to enable them to pay 
their dehts. Can we grant the boon? Tn answer- 
ing this important question, I begin with the fact, 
that our Government is one of limited powers. It 
ean exercise no right bat what is specifically grant- 
ed; nor pass any law, but what is necessary and 
proper to carry such power into effect. This small 
pamphlet (holding it up) contains the Constitution. 
lts grants af power are few and plain; and I ask 
gentlemen to turn to it, and point out the power 
that authorizes us to do what is proposed to be 
done, or to show that to pass this substitute 1s ne- 
cessary lo carry any of the granted powers into 
effect. If neither can be shown, what is proposed 
cannot be constitutionally done; and till it is speci- 
fically pointed out, T am = warranted in believing 
thatit cannet be shown. 

Our reason is often confounded by a mere name. 
An act, inthe minds of many, may become of 
doubtful constitutional authority, when applied to 
abank, which none would, for a moment, hesitate 
to pronounce grossly unconstitutional, when ap- 
plied toan individual. ‘Po free ourselves from this 
illusion, I ask, could this Governmentconstitution- 
ally bestow on individuals, or a private associa- 
tion, the advantages proposed to be bestowed on 
the selected banks, in order to enable them to pay 
their debts? Is there one who hears me who 
wouid venture to say, yes, even in the case of the 
most extensive merchant or mercantile concern, 
sich assome of those in New York, or New Or- 
loans, af the late suspension, whose embarrass- 
ments involved entire sections ip distress? But, if 
hot, on what principle can a discrimination be 
made in favor of the banks? They are local insti- 
tutions, created by the States for local purposes, 
composed, like private associations, of individual 
citizens, on whom the acts of the Slate cannot con- 
fer a particle of constitutional right, under this 
Constitution, that does not belong to the humblest 
citizen. So far from it, if there be a distinction, it 
is against the banks. They are removed farther 
from the control of this Government than the indi- 
vidual citizens, who, by the Constitution, are ex- 
pressly subject to the direct action of this Govern- 
mentin many instances; while the State banks, as 
constituting a portion of the domestic institutions 
of the States, and resting. on their reserved rights, 
arc entirely beyond our control; so much so, as 
not to be the subject of a bankrupt law, although 
the authority to pass one is expressly granted by 
the Constitution. 


On what possible ground, then, can the right in | 


question be placed, unless, indeed, on the broad 
principle that these local institutions, intended for 
State purposes, have been so extended, and have 
so connected themselves with the general circula- 
tion and business of the country, as to effect the 
interest of the whole communily, so as to make it 
the right and duty vi Congress to regulate them; 
or, in short, on the broad principle of the general 
welfare? ‘here is none other, that I can perceive; 
but this would be to adopt the old and exploded 
principle, at all times dangerous, but pre-eminently 
so at this ime, when such loose and dangerous 
conceptions of the Constitution are abread in the 
land. Ifthe areumentis good in one case, it is 
good in all similar cases. If this Government may 
interfere with any one of the domestic institutions 
of the States,.on the ground of promoting the gene- 
ral welfare, it may with others. If it may bestow 


privileges to control them, it may also"appropridte- 
‘money for’ the ‘same purpose} and: thus a door 
might be opened to:an interfereride’ with State <in- 
stitutions, of whith we of'a ceriain section oughtat 
this time to be not a little jealous. “sso is 

The argument might be pushed much ‘farther. 
We not only offer to: confer great and important 
privileges on the banks tobe selécted, but, in turn, 
ask them to stipulate to comply ‘with' certain: condi- 
tions, theBobject ‘of which: is to bring them under 
the supervision and ‘control’ of “this Government. 
It might be asked, where is the‘right to purchase or 
assume such supervision or control? It might bë 
repeated that they are State’ institutions, incorpo- 
rated solely for State purposes, and to’ be’ entirely 
under State control, and that all supervision on 
our part is in violation of the rights of the States. 
It might be argued that such supervision or controt 
is calculated to weaken the control of the States 
over their own institutions, and to render them less 
subservient to their peculiar and local interests, for 
the promotion of which they. were established; and 
too subservient to other, and, perhaps, ‘conflicting 
interests, which might feel but little sympathy with 
those ofthe States. But I forbear. Other, and not 
less urgent, objections claim ‘my attention. To 
dilate too much on one would necessarily sacrifice 
the claim of others. . ` ; 

I next object, that, whatever may be the right tö 
enter into the proposed bargain, the mode in which 
it is proposed to make it is- clearly unconstita- 
tional, if I rightly comprehend it. ‘I am not certain 
that I do; but, if I understand it-rightly, the plan 
is for the Secretary of the Treasury to select 
twenty-five State banks, as described in‘ the’ substi- 
tute, which are: to be submitted to the two ‘Houses 
to be confirmed, or rejected, by their joint resolu- 
tions, without the approval of the President;'in the 
same mode as they would appoint a chaplain, or 
establish a joint rule for the government of their 
proceedings. ae 

In acting on the joint resolution, if what I sup- 
pose be intended, each House would have the right, 
of course, to strike from it the name-of any bank 
and insert another, which would. in fact vest in the 
two Houses the uncontrollable right of making the: 
selection. Now, if this be the mode: proposed, as 
I infer from the silence of: the;mover, it isa ‘plain’ 
and palpable violation of ‘the Constitution’: The’ 
vbvious intention is; to evade’ the veto power of 
the Execulive, which cannot be, without an-infrace 
tion of an express provision of the Constitution, 
drawn up with the utmost care, aid intended to 
prevent the possibility of evasion. It is contained 
in the Ist article, 7th section, and the last clause, 
which I ask the Secretary to read: i 

[Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the 
concurrence of the Senate and Heuse of Represen-. 
tatives may be necessary, (except on a question: 
of adjournment) shall be presented to the Prési- 
dent of the United States, and before the same 
shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or be- 
ing disapproved by him, shall be repassed ‘by ‘two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of Representasi 
tives, according to the rules and limitations pree 
scribed in the case of a bill.”] Baie a 

Nothing can be more explicit, or full. -Itis no 
more possible to evade the Executive veto, on any 
joint vote, than in the passage of a bill: The veto 
was vested in him notonly to protect-his own pòw- 
ers, but as an additional guard to the Constitation. 
I am not the advocate of Executive power, which 
I have been often compelled to resist’ of ‘late; when 
extended beyond its proper limits, as I shall ever 
be prepared to do when it is. ~Noram-I the -ad- 
vocate of Legislative or Judicial. Estand- ready. 
to protect all, within the sphere assigned «by the 
Constitution, and to resist theni beyond. To this 
explicit and comprehetisive provision of the Con- 
stitution, in protection of the veto, there but a'sin- 
gle exception, resulting, by necessary implication,’ 
fromm another portion’ of the -itistrament, not less 
explicit, which authorizes each House to establish’ 
the rules of its proceedings. “Under this provision: 
the two Houses have. fall and uncontrollable au- 
thority within-the limits ‘of theit respective walls, 
and over those stibjeet to their authority, in thei: 
official character. ` To ‘that extent; they may pass 


joint votes and-resolations, without thé approval of. 
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the Executive; but beyond that, without it, they 
are powerless. = 

There is in this case special reasons why hus ap- 
proval should not be evaded.- The President is at 
the head of the administrative department of the 
Government, and. is especially responsible for its 
good management, In order to hold him responsi- 
ble, he ought to have due power in the selection of 
ils agents, and proper control over their conduct. 
These banks would be by far the most powerful 
and influential of all the agents of the Govern- 
ment, and ought not to be selected without the con- | 
currence of the Executive. If this substitute should 
be adopted, and the provision in question be re- 
garded such as I consider it, there can be no doubt 
what must be the fate of the measure. The Exe- 
cutive will be bound to protect, by the intervention 
ef its constitutional right, -the portion of power 
clearly allotted to that department by that instra- 
ment, which would make it impossible for it to | 
become a law, with the existing division in the two | 
Houses. , \ 

I have not yet exhausted my constitutional ob- 
jections. Irise to higher and to broader, applying 
directly to ths very essence of ‘this substitute. I 
deny your right to make a general deposite of the 
public cevenue ina bank. More than half of the 
errors of life may be traced to fallacies originating 
in an improper use of words; and among not the 
least mischievous is the application of this word to 
bank transactions, in a sense wholly different from. 
its original meaning Originally it meant a thing 
placea in trust, or pledged to be safely and sacred- 


ly kept till returned to the depositor, withont being |; 


used by the depository, while in his possession. 
All this is changed when applied to a deposite in 
bank. Instead cf returning the identical thing, the | 
-bank is understood to. be bound to return only an 
equal value; and instead of not having the use, it 
is understood to have the right to loan it out on in- 
terest, or to dispose. of it as it pleases, with the sin- 
gle condition, that an equal. amount: be: returned, 
when demanded, which: experience. has taught is 
not always done. To place, then, the. public mo- 
ney in deposite, in bank, without restriction, is to 
give the free use of it, and to allow them to make 
as much as they can out of it, between the time of 
deposite and disbursement. Have we such aright? 
The money belongs to the people—collected from 
them for specific purposes—in which they have a 
general interest—and for that only; and what pos- 
sible right ean we have to give such use of it to cer- 
tain selected corporations? I ask for the provision 
of the Constitution that authorizes it. I ask, if we 
could grant the use, for similar purposes, to private 
associations or individuals? Or if not to them, to 
individual officers of the Government; for instance, 
to the four principal receivers under this bill, 
should it pass? And if this cannot be done, that 
the distinction be pointed out. 

If these questions be satisfactorily answered, I | 
shall propound others still more difficult. I shall | 
then ask, if the substitute should become a law, 
and the twenty-five banks be: selected, whether 
they would not in -fact be the Treasury? And if 
not, I would ask, where would be the Treasury? 
But if the Treasury, I would ask, if public money 
in bank would not be in the Treasury? Andif so, 
how can it bedrawn from it to be lent for the pur- 
pose of trade, speculation, or any other use what- 
ever, against an express provision of the Constitu- 
tion? Yes, as express as words can make it. I 
ask the Secretary to read the Ist article, 9th section, 
and the clause next to the last. 

H No money shal} be drawn from the Treasury, butin con- 
sequence of appropriauons made by law; anda regular states 
ment and account ofthe receipts and expenditures of ail public 
money shall be published from time to time.” 

How clear! How explicit! No money to be 
drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law; that. is, the object on 
which the expenditure is to be made, to be de- 
signated by law, and the sam allotied.to effect it, 
specified; and yet we have lived. in the daily and 
habitual violation of. this great fundamental pro- 
vision, from almost the beginning of our political | 
existence to this day. Behold the consequences! It 
has prostrated and engulfed the very institutions 


which have enjoyed this illicit favor, and tainted, \ 
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` before committed myself, though not generally dis- 


; posed by powerful objections. The genius of our 


. State concerns never contemplated by the Constitu- 


above all other causes, the morals and politics of | 
the whole country. Yes, to this mnst be traced, as 
one of the main causes, the wholesysiem of exces- 
sive revenue, excessive expenditure, and excessive 
surpluses; and to them, especially the last, the dis- 
astrous overthrow of the banks and the currency, 
and the unexampled degeneracy of public and pri- 
vate morals, which have followed. We have suf- 
fered the affliction: may the blessing, which follows 
chastisement, when its justice is confessed, come in 
due season. 

But I take a still higher ground. I strike at the 
root of the mischief. {£ deny the right of this Go- 
verniment to treat bank notes as money in its fiscal 
transactions. On this great question, I never have 


posed to abstain from forming or expressing opi- 
nions. In all instances in which a National Bank 
has come in question, I have invariably taken my 
ground, that if the Government has the right to re- 
ceive and treat bank notes as money, it had the 
right, and was bound, under the Constitution, to 
regulate them, so as to make them uniform and sta- 
ble asacurrency. The reasovs for this opinion are ; 
obvious, and have been so often and fully express- 
ed on former occasions, that it would be useless to 
repeat them now: but I never examined fully the 
right of receiving, or made up my mind on it, till 
since the catastrophe in May last, which, as Ihave 
said, entirely separated the Government from the 
banks. Previous to that period, it was an abstract 
question, with no practical bearing; as much so as 
is now the constitutional right of admitting Louisi- 
ana into the Union. Things are now altered. The 
connection is dissolved, and it has become a practi- 
ca} question of the first magnitude. 

The mover of the sudsiitute assumed as a postu- 
late, that this Goveinment had aright to receive in 
its dues whatever it might think proper. I deny 
the position in toto. It.is one that ought not to be 
assumed, and cannot be proved, and which is op- 


Constitution is opposed to the assumption of power. 
Whatever. power it gives is.expressly granted; and 
if proof were. wanted, the numerous grants of pow- 
ers far more obvious, and apparently much more 
safe to be assumed, than the one in question, would 
afford it. I shall cite afew striking instances. 

If any powers might be assumed, one would. 
suppose that of applying money to pay the debts 
of the Government, and borrowing it to carry on 
its operations, would be among them; yet both are 
expressly provided for by the Constitution. Again: 
to Congress is granted the power to declare war 
and raise armies and navies; yet the power to 
grant letters of marque and reprisal, and to make 
rules for the regulation of the army and navy, are 
not left to assumption, as obvious as they are, but 
are given by express grant. With these, and other 
instances not less striking, which might be added, 
it is a bold step to assume, without proof, the far 
less obvious power of the Government receiving 
whatever it pleases in its dues as money. Snch 
an assumption would be in direct conflict with the — 
great principle which the State rights party, with 
which the Senator (Mr. Rives) classes himself, 
have ever adopted in the construction of the Con- 
stitution. But, if the former cannot be assumed, 
it would be in vain to attempt to prove that it has 
been granted, or that it is necessary and proper to 
carry any of the granted powers into effect. No 
such attempt has been made, nor can.be, with suc- 
cess. On the contrary, there are strong objections 
to the power, which, in my opinion cannot be sur- 
mounted. 

_ If once admitted, it would lead by consequence 
to a necessary interference with individual and 


tion. Let us, for instance, suppose thai, acting on 
the assumption of the Senator, the Government 


| should choose to select tobacco as an article to be 


received in payment of its dues, which would be 
as well entided to it as any other product, and in 
which the Senator’s constituents are so much inte- 
rested. Does he not see the consequences? In or- 
der to make ilstaxes uniform, which it-is bound to 
do by the Constitution, and which cannot be done 
unless the medium in which it is paid is so, the Go- 
vernment would have to. assume a general contro} 
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over ihe great staple in questions. to. regulate-the 
weight. of the hogshead ‘er.packagé;:te-establishin- 
spections under its own officers .in-order:to deter- 
mine the quality, and. whatever. else: migh' f 
cessary. to make+the payments into. th 

uniform. . So likewise, if ttie still greatér. staples 
cotton, be selected. The weight: of the -bale, he 
quality of the cotton, and its-inspection; would all 
necessarily fall.under ‘the control „ofthe Govert 
ment; and-does not the Senator-see- that the. .exer- 
cise of a power that must lead .to suchiconsequences 
—consequences so far. beyond: the sphere assign- 
ed to: this Government. by.the Constitution, must 
be unconstitutional? Nor does ‘the objection’ ex- 
tend only to these. and other. staple. articles. Ttap- 
plies with equal, if not greater force,- to receiving 
the notes of State banks, as. proposed-by: the, sub-« 
stitute, in the dues of the Government and. the ma- 
nagement of its fiscal. concerns. It must involve 
the Government in the necessity of controlling and 
regulating State banks, as this substitute. abundant- 
ly proves, as well as the whole history.of.ocur egn- 
nection with them; and it. has been. shown. that 
banks are, at least,.as far removed from the contre! 
of this Government as the cultivators of. the soul, or 
any other class of citizens, To. this I might, add 
another objection, not. jess strong, that for the. Go+ 
vernment.to receive and treat bank notes.as.money: 
in its dues, would.be in direet.cenflict, in its effet, 
with the important. power, conferred. expressl¥.on; 
Congress, of coining money.and regulating, the.va-. 
lue thereof: but as this willscome in. with more. pro+ 
priety in answer to an argument. advanced.-by, the 
Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. WEBSTER) I 
shall now state his argument, and reply, to it. 

He asserted again and again, both now. and at 
the extra session, that it is the duty of. the Govern, 
ment not only to regulate, but to furnish, a. sound, 
currency. Indeed, it is the principal argument. re- 
lied on by the Senator in opposition to the , bill, 
which he says abandons this great duly. Now, if 
by currency be meant goid-and silver coins, there 
will be but litle difference between him. and my- 
self. To that extent the Government. has, a clear 
and unquestionable right by express grant; but if 
he goes farther, and intends to assert that.the Go- 
vernment has the right to make bank notes. a cur- 
rency, which it is bound to regulate, then, his,-pro- 
position is identical ia effect, though differ 
pressed, with that. of the Senator fro 
(Mr. Rives,) and all the ‘arguments 
against it are equally applicable to his. I fe 
my part, that the power of the Government 
subject is limited to coining money and regulating. - 
its value, and punishing the counterfeiting. ef the. 
current coins; that is, of the coins made current by 
law, the only money known to the Constitution, It: 
is time to make a distinction between money, or 
currency, if you please—between that which will 
legally pay debts, and mere circulation, which has 
its value from its promise to be paid in the former; 
and under which classification, bank notes, as-well 
as bills or promissory notes of individuals, fall; 
These are all in their nature private and local, and 
cannot be elevated to. the level of currency, or mo- 
ney, in the fiscal transactions of Government, with- 
out coming into conflict, more or Jess, with the ob- 
ject of the Constitution in vesting the very power in 
Congress, which I shall now proceed to ‘show. 

It will hardly be questioned, that the object. was 
to fix a standard in order to furnish to the Union 
acurrency of uniform and steady value, and was 
therefore united in the same sentence with the re- 
lative power to fix the standard of weighis and 
measures—the objects being similar. Now, if-our 
experience has proved any thing, it has amply 
shown thatso long as.the Government-is connected 
with the banks, and their notes received in its-tta 
actions as money, so long it is impossible tọ give 
any thing like stability to the standurd Of value; and. 
that the power of coining and regulating ihe coins, 
becomes, in a great measure, a mere püllity. Every 
dollar issued in bank notes, when, it is ‘made the 
substitute. for money, drives out. of siteulation 
more or less of the precious. metals; abd whén the 
issue becomes exorbitant, gold and ‘silver almost 
entirely disappears, as our experience at this time 
proves. . The effects are analogous to'Mloying or 
clipping the comm, as far as stability of standard is 
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concerned; and it would be not less rational to 
suppose, that such a power on the pari of indivi- 
duals, would be consistent with a uniform and sta- 
ble currency, than to suppose the- receiving and 
treating bank notes as a substitute for money by 
the Government would be. The only check or 
remedy is to restrict them to their proper sphere—to 
circulate in common with bills of exchange or other 
private and local paper, for the convenience of bu- 
siness and trade: So far from such a course opera- 
ting injuriously on the people, ot from being liable 
to the chatge of forming one ctirrency for the peo- 
ple and another for the Government, as has been 
so often and with such effect repeated—it $ the 
very reverse. Government by refusing to receive 
bank notes, as it is bound to do, would in fact fur- 
nish a choice to the people, to take either money 
notes attheit pleasure. The demand of the Go- 
vetninent will always keep a plentiful supply of 
the former in the country, so as to afford the peo- 
ple a choice, while the the opposite would expel the 
money, and leave no option to them but to take 
bank notes or worse, as at present. 

I have now shown how it is proposed to form 
the league of banks, and have presented the con- 
stitutional impediments that stand in the way. 
These are numerous and strong; so muchso, that 
they ought to be irresistible with all, except the 
Jatitudinous in construction; but I cannot expect 
they will produce their full effect. I know too 
well the force of long entertained impressions, 
however erfonéous, tô bs sanguine—how strongly 
the mihd rebels against the expulsion of the old 
and the admission of new opinions. Yet, in this 
tase, where we clearly see how gradually and 
silently effror crépt ih tifide? the disguise of words 
applied to new ahd totally different ideas, without 
exciting notiee or alartii; and when we have expe- 
titnced stich deep disasters in consequence of part- 
ing from the plait! intent atid meaning of the Con- 
stitution, I cannot but hope that all who believe 
that the success of the Government depends on a 
rigid adherence to the Constitution, will lay aside 
all previous impressions, taken up without reflec- 
tion, and give to the objections their due weight. 

I come now to the next point, to show how this 
league is to be revived or stimulated into life. Till 
this can be done, the substitute, should it become 
a law, would be a dead letter. The seleetiot is to 
be made from specie paying banks. None but 
such can receive the public deposites, or have their 
notes received in the dues of the Government. 
There are none such now. The whole banking 
syitem lies inanimate, and must be vivified before 
it ean be reunited with the Govetnment. No one 
is bold enough to propose an union with this life- 
less mass. How then is the vital spark to be re- 
vived? how the breath of life, the Promethean fire, 
to be breathed into the system anew, is the ques- 
tion? This is the task. 

The mover tells us that it must be the work of 
the Government, He says that it is bound to aid 
the banks to resume payments; and for that pur- 
pose ought to hold out to them some adequate in- 
ducement. He tells us that they have been long 
preparing, and had made great efforts, but can go 
no farther; have rolled the round, huge rock almost 
to the summit, but unless the Government put forth 
its giant arm, and give the last push, it will recoil 
and rush down the steep to the bottom, and all past 
labor be lost. Now, what is this adequate in- 
ducement? What this powerful stimulus, which it 
is proposed the Government should apply, in order 
to enable the banks to accomplsh this herculean 
task? The substitute shall answer. 

It ptosposes to fix the Ist of July next for the 
pariod of resumption; and, as the inducement to re- 
sume, it proposes to select twenty-five of the most 
respectable and solid, out of the resuming banks, to 
be the depositories of the public moneys, and the 
fiscal agent of the Government, as has been already 
stated. It also proposes, and this is the stimulus,— 
the essence of the whole,—to make the notes of 
such banks as may resume on or before that day, 
exclusively receivable in ie public dues. Here is 
a quid pro quo; something proposed to be done, for 
‘which something isto be given. We tell the banks 
plainly, if you resume, we, on our part, stipulate to 
meke twenty-five of you our fiscal agents and de- 


positories of the revenue; and we further stipulate, 
that those who resume by the time fixed, shall have 
the exclusive privilege for ever of having their notes 
receivable in the dues of the Government, in com- 
mon with gold and silver. If the banks perform 
their part, we shall be bound in honor and good 
faith to perform ours. It would be a complete con- 
tract, as obligatory as if signed, sealed, and deliver- 
ed, Such is the inducement. 

The next question is, will it be adequate? Yes, 
abundantly adequate. The battery is strong 
efiough to awaken the dead to life; the considera- 
tion sufficient to remunerate the banks for what- 
ever sacrifice they may be compelled to make, in 
order to resume payment. It is difficult to estimate 
the value of these high privileges, or prerogatives, 
as I might justly call them. They are worth mil- 
lions. If you were to enter into a similar contract 
with an individual, I doubt not that he could sell 
out in open market for at least thirty, forty, or fifty 
millions of dollars. Ido then the mover the jus- 
tice to say, that his means are ample to effect what 
he proposes. As difficult as is the work of resump- 
tion—and. difficult it will turn out to be when tried 
—the indiicement will prove all sufficient. But the 
resumption, however desirable, may be purchased 
too dearly; and such would prove to be the case, 
should the project sueceed. Not only is the offer 
too great, but the mode of effecting it is highly ob- 
jectionable. Its operation would prove not less 
disastrous than the bargain has been shown to be 
unconstitutional, which I shall now proceed to 


- establish. 


The offer will have a double effect. It will act 
as a powerful stimulus to resumption, but will act 
at the same time with equal force to excite a strug- 
gle among the banks, not only to resume them- 
selves, butto prevent others from resuming. The 
reason is clear. The advantage to each will in- 
crease, as the number of the resaming banks de- 
creases; and of course, the great point of contest 
among the strong will be to restrict the proffered 
prize to the smallest number. The closer the mo- 
nopoly the greater the profits. Jn this struggle, a 
combination of a few powerful and wealthy banks, 
the most respectable and solid, as designated in the 
substitute, will overthrow and trample down the 
residue. ‘Their fall will spread desolation over the 
tand. Whatever may be the fate of others in this 
desperate contest, there is one in relation to which 
no doubt can be entertained: I refer to the United 
States Bank of Pennsylvania, a long name and a 
misnomer; and which, for the sake of brevity, but 
with no personal disrespect to the distinguished in- 
dividual atits head, I shall call Mr. Biddle’s bank. 
That, atleast, will be one of the winners—one of 
the twenty-five to whom the prize will be assigned. 
Its vast resources, its wealth ard influential con- 
nections, both at home and abroad, the skil) and 
ability of the officer at its head, and, what is less 
honorable, the great resource it holds in the notes 
of the late United States Bank, of which more than 
six millions have been put into circulation, in vio- 
lation, to say the least, of a trust, constituting more 
than five-sixths of all its circulation, and which it 
is not bound to pay—with the still greater amount 
on hand, making in the whole more than twenty- 
six millions, and which may be used in the same 
way, if not prevented—would place it beyond all 
doubt among the victors. s 

He starts without proper weights, and will 
lead the way from the first, Who the others may 
be is uncertain; this will depend mainly upon his 
good will and pleasure. It may be put down as 
certain, whoever they may be, that they will be 
powerful and influential, and not unfavorable to 
his interest or aggrandizement. But the mischiev- 
ous effect will not be limited to this death-like strug- 
gle, in which so many must fall and be crushed 
that might otherwise weather the storm. The 
forced resumption, for such it will be in effect, 
would be followed by wide-spread desolation. It 
is easy to sink to suspension, but hard to return to 
resumption. Under the most favorable circum- 
stances, and when conducted most leisurely and 
cautiously, the pressure must be severe; but, if 
coerced or precipitated by bankrupt laws or temp- 


tations such as this, it will be ruinous. To make 4 


it safe and easy must bethe work of time. Go- 


vernment can do but little... "The: disease originates 
in excessive indebtedness, and the only:remedy:is 
payment or reduction ‘oft debts.: It.is “estimated 
that when the banks suspended payments, the.com- 
munity was indebted to.them, the enormous. sum. of 
$475,000,000...'To ‘reduce this within the proper 
limits, is not the work of a few days,and.can be: bat 
little aided by us. The. industry, and. the vast re- 
sources, of the country, with time, are the only rem- 
edies to be relied on for the reduction; and to these, 
with the State Legislatures. and the public: opinion, 
the resumption. must be left... To understand. the 
subject fully, we must looka little more. into:the 
real cause of the difficulty. ` i ; 
This enormous debt was:incurred in prosperous 
times, The abundant means:of the banks from 
the surplus revenue, and a combination of other 
causes, induced them to discount freely. This. in- 
creased the circulation, and, with its increase, its 
value depreciated, and prices rose proportionably. 
With this rise, enterprise and speculation seized the 
whole community, and every one expected to-make 
a fortune at once; and this in turn gave a new im- 
pulse to discounts and circulation, till the swelling 
tide bursted its barriers and deluged the land. ‘Then 
began the opposite process of absorbing the excess. 
If it had been poséible to return it back to the banks, 
the sources from which it flowed, through its debt- 
ors, the speculating, enterprising, and business por- 
tion of the community, the mischief would‘ have 
been, in a great measure, avoided. But circulation 
had flowed off into other réservoirs; those of the 
moneyed men and bankers, who hoard when prices 
are high, and buy when they are low. The por- 
tion thus drawn off and held in deposite, either in 
banks or the chests of individuals, was as effectual- 
ly lost, as far as the debtors of the banks were con- 
cerned, as if it had been burnt. The means of 
payment were thus diminished; prices fell in propor- 
tion, and the pressure increased as they fell. 
Though the amount in circulation be greatly redu- 
ced, yet the banks are afraid to discount, lest, on 
resumption, the hoarded mass of deposites held 
by individuals or other banks, should be Jet 
loose, and, in addition to what might be put 
into circulation should discounts be made, would 
cause another inundation to, be followed by another 
suspension. How ‘is this. difficulty..to be. safely. 
surmounted, but by unlocking the hoarded means?. 
And how is this to be done,. without deciding’: the 
currency question? ‘This is the first and. necessary 
step. ‘That done, all will be able to calculate, and 
determine what to do. The perioc of inaction and 
uncertainty would cease, and that of business re- 
vive. Funds that are now locked up, would be 
brought again into operation, and the channels of: 
circulation be replenished in the only mode that 
can be done with safety. Thus thinking, lam now 


, and have been from the firs t in favor of an early 


decision, and averse to all coercion, or holding out 
temptation to resume: leaving the disease to the 
gradual and safe operation of time, with as little 
tampering as possible. In the mean ume, I-hold 
it to be unwise to cease discounting, and to-adopt 
an indiscriminate system of curtailment. ‘Its effects 
are ruinous to the businéss of the country, and cal- 
culated to retard, rather than to accelerate aresump- 
tion. The true system, I would say, would-be to 
discount with business paper as freely as usual, and 
curtail gradually on permanent debts. The for- 
mer would revive business, and would increase. the: 
debts to the banks less than it would increase the 
ability of the community to pay them. : 

Having now shown how this league; or combi- 
nation of banks, is to be formed and revived, with 
the difficulties in the way, it remains to determine 
what will be the true character- and: nature of the 
combination when formed. It will consist of State’ 
banks retaining, their original powers, that of dis- 
counting and all, without being in the slightest de- 
gree impaired. ‘To these the substitute proposes’ to 
add important additions: to: receive their: notes as 
gold and silver in the public dues; and to give 
them the use of the public: deposites, and. to sor- 
ganize and blend the. whole into-one, as‘ thé “Asca! 
agent of the Government, to be placed under the 
immediate supervision and control of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury. Now whatdoes‘all this amount -- 


to? Shall fname the word—be not: slarileds: A: 
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BANK—a Government bank—the most extensive, 
powerful and dangerous, that ever existed. This 
substitute would be the act of 1wcorporation; and 
the privileges it confers, so much additional bank- 
ing capital, increasing immensely its powers, and 
giving it an unlimited control over the business 
and exchanges of the country. 

The Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) was 
right in supposing that this new trial of the expe- 
riment would be made under very different circum- 
stances from the first, and would have a different 
termination. That, too, like this, was a bank—a 
Government bank, as distinguished from the late 
bank, to which it was set up as a rival, and was at 
the time constantly so designated in debate. But 
the circumstances now are indeed different—very 
different, and `so would be the result of the experi- 
ment. This bank would not be the same rickety 
concern asthe former. That ended in anarchy, 
and this would in despotism. I will explain. 

. The former failed not.so much in consequence 
of the.adverse circumstances of the times, or any 
essential defect in the systern, as from the want of 
a head--a common sensorium—to think, to will, 
and decide, for the whole, which was indispensably 
necessary to ensure concert and give unity of de- 
sign and execution. A head will not be wanting 
now. Mt. Biddle’s bank will supply the defect. 
His would be not only one of the resuming banks, 
as I have shown, but would also be one of the 
twenty-five to be selected. If there should be the 
temerity to omit it, the present project would share 
the fate of its predecessor. Mr. Biddle’s bank, at 
the head of those excluded, would be an overmatch 
for the selected, in skill, capital and pewer; and 
the whole league would inevitably be overthrown; 
but if selected, the position of his bank in the league 
would be certain. Its vast capital, its extensive 
connections, its superior authority, and his skill, 
abilities and influence, would place it at the head, 
‘to think and act fur the whole.. The others would 
be as dependent on his, as “the branches of the late 
bank were on the mother. institution. ‘The whole 
would form one entire machine, impelled by a sin- 
gle impulse, and making a perfect contrast with its 
predecessor. in the unity and energy of its opera- 
tions, 

Nor would its fate be less dissimilar. Anarchy 
was inscribed on the first from the beginning. Its 
deficiency in the great and essential element, to en- 
sure concert, was radical, and could not be 
remedied. Its union with the Government could 
not supply it, nor avert its destiny. But very dif- 
ferent would be the case of the present. Add its 
intimate union with the Government, for which the 
substitute provides, to its other sources of power, 
and it would become irresistible. The two, Go- 
vernment and bank, would unite and constitute a 
single power; but which would gain the ascen- 
dancy—whether the Government would become the 
bank, or the bank the Government, is neither cer- 
tain nor material; for whichever it might be, it 
would forma despotic moneycracy, (if 1 may be 
permitted to unite an English and a Greek word,) 
altogether irresistible. ` 

It is not a little surprising that the Senator from 
Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) whose watchful jealousy 
could detect, as he supposed, the embryo of a Go- 
vernment bank in the bill, sheuld overlook this 
regular incorporation of one by-his own substitute. 
Out of the slender materials of Treasury warrants 


and drafts to pay public creditors, or transfer funds © 


from place to place, as the public service might re- 
quire, and four principal receivers to keep the pub- 
lic money, he has conjured up, with the aid of a 
vivid imagination, a future Government bank, 
which he told us, with the utmost confidence, would 
rise like a cloud, at firstas big as a band, but which 
would soon darken all the horizon. Now, it is not 
a little unfortunate for his confident predictions, 
that these seminal principles from which the bank 
1s to spring, have all existed from the commence- 
ment of our Government in full force, except the 
four receivers, without showing the least tendency 
to produce the.result he anticipates. Not only ours, 
put every civilized Government has the power to 
draw Treasury warrants, and. transfer drafis; nor 
has the power in a single instance terminated in a 

bank. Nor can the fact, that the money is to be 
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kept by receivers, contribute in the least to pro- 
duce one. The public funds in their hands-will be 
as much beyond the controli of the Executive; as 
it was in the vaults of the banks. But, to-shorten 
discussion, I would ask, how can there’ be a bank 
without the power to discount or to use the depo- 


sites? and out of which of. the provisions of the | 


bill could the Treasury, by any possibility, obtain 
either, under the severe penalties of the bill; which 


prohibits the touching of the public money, except. 


on warranis or drafis, drawn by those having au- 
thority, in due form, and for the public service. > 
But the danger which an excited imagination an- 
ticipates hereafter from the bill would exist: in so- 
ber reality under the substitute. 
require neither fancy nor conjecture to create one. 
It would exist, with all its faculties and endow- 
ments complete; discount, deposites and all; with 
which, immense means, guided by a central and 
directing head, and blended and united with the 
Government, so as to furm one great mass of power. 
‘What a contrast with the bil! How simple and 


harmless the one, with its four principal receivers, 


twice as many clerks, and five inspectors, com- 
pared with this complex and mighty. engine of 
power! And yet there are many, both intelligent 
and patriotic, who oppose the bill.and support the 
substitute, on the ground that the former would 
give more patronage and power than the latter’ 
How strange and wonderful the diversity of the 
human mind! 

So far from be:ng true, the very fact of the sepa- 
ration of the Government from the banks, provided 
for in the bill, would, of itself, be the most decisive 
blow that could be given against Government 
patronage, and the union of the two the most deci- 
sive in its favor. When their notes are received in 
the public dues as cash, and the public money depo- 
sited in their vaults, the banks become the allies of 
the Government on all questions connected with its 
fiscal action. The higher its taxes and duties, the 
greater its revenue and expenditure; and the larger 
its surplus, the more their circulation and business, 
and, of course, the greater their profit; and hence, 
on all questions of taxation and disbursements, and 
the accumulations of funds in the Treasury, their 
interest would throw them on the side of the Go- 
vernment, and against the people. 

All this is reversed; when separated. The higher 
the taxation and disbursements, and the larger 
the surplus, the less would be their profit; and 
their interest in that case would throw them with 
the people, and against the Government. The rea- 
son is obvious. Specie is the basis of banking 
operations; and the greater amount they can com- 
mand, the greater will be their business and profits; 
but when the Government is separated from them, 
and collects and pays away its dues in specie in- 
stead of their notes, it is clear that the higher the 
taxes and disbursements, and the greater the sur- 
plus in the Treasury, the more specie will be drawn 
from the use of the banks, and the less will be left 
as the basis of their operations, and, consequently, 
the less their profit. Every dollar withdrawn from 
them would diminish their business four-fold at 
least; and hence a regard to their own interest 
would inevitably place them on the side to which I 
have assigned them. . 

The effects on the politics of the cuuntry would 
be great and salutary. The weight of the banks 
would be taken from the side ef the tar consumers, 
where it has been from the commencement of the 
Government, and placed on the side of the tax 
payers. This great division of the community ne- 
cessarily grows out of the fiscal action of the Go- 
vernment. Take taxation and disbursement to- 
gether, and it will always be found that one portion 
of the community pays into the Treasury, in the 
shape of taxes, more than it receives back in that 
of disbursements, and that another receives back 
more than it pays. The formerare the tax payers, 
and the latter the consumers; making the great, es- 
sential, and controlling division in all civilized 
communities. If, with us, the Government has 
been thrown on the side of the consumers, as it 
has, it must be attributed to its alliance with the 
banks, whose influence has been, in consequence, 
at all times, steadily and powerfully on that 


side. It is to this mischievous and unholy al- 


There it would - 
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| tow, with redoubled disasters’and corruption. 
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liancé.that mhay be’ traced almost all: the disasters 
that have befallen us, and the great political dege- 
neracy of the country. Hence the protective sys- 
tem; hence its associated and monstrous system of 

disbursements; ‘hence the dblleetion: of: 1. 
ney from the people’ than the Governi 
require; hence the’ vast ‘and ‘corrupting 


surpluses; 
hence Legislative and. Executive usurpations; and, 
finally, hence the prostration of the currency and 
the disasters which give rise to our present delibe~ 
rations... Revive this fatal connection, adopt’ this 
substitute, and ‘all this train of evils: will again fol- 
Rè- 
fuse the connection, ‘adopt this bill; and all will be 
‘reversed, and we shall have ‘some prospect of 
restoring the Constitution and country to their pri- ' 
mitive simplicity and purity. The effect of the 
refusal on the patronage of the Government would 
be great and decisive. . Burke has wisely said that 
the “revenue is. the State in modern times.” Vio- 
lence and coercion are no longer the instruments of 
Government in civilized communities. Their reign 
is past. Every thing is now done by money. It 
is not only the sinew of war, but of politics; over 
which, in the form of patronage, it exercises 
almost unlimited control. Just as the revenue 
increases or diminishes, almost in the same propo 
tion is patronage increased or diminished. — 

But admit, for a moment, that neither the sepa- 
ration nor the connection would have any sensible 
effect to increase or diminish the revenue, and that 
it would be of the same amount, whether the bill or 
substitute should be adopted: yet, even on that sup- 
position, the patronage of the latter would be a 
hundred fold. greater than the former. In esti- 
mating the amount of patronage of any measure, 
three particulars must be taken into the calcula- 
tion: the number of persons who may be effected 
by it; their influence in the community, and the 
extent of the control exercised over them. It will 
be sound, on comparison, that the substitute cors- 
bines all these elements in a far greater degree than 
the bill, as I shall now proceed to show. I begin 
with the number. 

The bill provides, as has been stated, for four 
principai receivers, eight or ten clerks, and a suita~ 
ble number of agents to act as inspectors, making 
in.the whole, ‘say’ 25° individuals.. These would 
constitute the. only additional officers to. keep and 
disburse the pablic money. ‘The substitute, :in ad- 
dition to. the- officers now in service, provides for .. 
the selection of 25 banks, to be, taken from ‘the 
most powerful and influential, and which would 
have, cn an average, at the least, 100 officers: and 
tockholders each, making, in the aggregate, 2,500 
persons, who would be directly interested in the 
banks, and, of course, under the influence of the 
Government. f 

As to the relative influence of the officers and 
the selected banks over the community, every im- 
partial man must acknowledge that the preponde- 
rance would be. greater on the side of the latter. 
Admitting the respectability of the receivers and 
the other officers provided for in the bill, and the 
officers and stockholders.of. the banks.to be indivi- 
dually the same, still the means of-control at the 
disposition of the former would be as nothing com- 
pared to that of the latter. ‘They could not touch 
a cent of public money. Their means would be 
limited to their salary, which would be too small 
to be feltin the community. Very different would 
be the case with the officers and stockholders of the 
banks. They, of all persons, are by far the most 
influential in the community. A greaier number 
depend on them for accommodation and favor, and 
the success of their business and prospects in life, 
than any other class in society; and this would-be 
especially true of the banks connected with the Go- 
vernment. - i 

It only remains now to compare the extent of the 
control that may be exercised by the Government 
over the two, in order to complete the comparison; 
and-here again the preponderance will be found to 
be strikingly on the same side. ‘Fhe whole amount 
of expenditure under the bill would not exceed 
$30,000. or $40,000 annually at the very farthest; 
and. this constitutes the whole amount of con 
trol which the Government can exercise. There 
would be no perquisites, no contracts, fobs, of inci 
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dental. gains. Fhe offices. and salaries. would be 
all. To -tbat extent, those who may hold them 
would be dependent on the. Government, and thus 
far they may be-controlled. How. stands: the ac- 
count on the other side? What value shall be put 
on the public deposites-in the, banks? What on 
the receifabuility ‘of. their: notes, as eash, by the 
Government? . What on their. connection. with the 
Government, as -their fiscal agent, which would 
give so- great.a control over the exchanges and 
busines: of the country? How many millions shall 
these be estimated at,.and how insignificant must 
the paltry sum of 830,000 or $40,000 appear to 
those countless millions held under the provisions 
of the substitute at the pleasure of the Government! 

Having now finished the comparison as to the 
relative patronage of the two measures, I shall 


next compare them as fiscal-agents of the Govern- . 


ment; and here let me say, at the outset, that the 
discussion has corrected an error which T once en- 
tertained. 1 had supposed that the hazard of keep- 
ing the public money under the custody of officers 
of the Government would be greater than in bank. 
The Senators from New Hampshire and Connecti- 
cut, (Messis, Husparpand Nites) have proved from 
the record, that the hazard is on the othor side; and 
that we have lost more by the banks than by the 
collecting and disbursing officers combined. What 
can be done to increase the security by judicious 
Selections of ofticers, and proper organization, is 
strongly illustrated by the fact stated by the chair- 
man (Mr, WricnT) in his opening speech, that in 
the War Department there has been no loss for 
fifteen years—-from ’21 to °36—on an expenditure 
certainly not less than one hundred millions of dol- 
Jars. 1 take some pride in this result of an or- 
ganization which | originated and established when 
Secretary of War, against the most formidable op- 
position. 

As to the relative expense of the two agencies, 
that of the bill, as small as it is, if we are to judge 
by appearances, is the greatest; but if by facts, the 
substuate would be much the most. so, provided 
we charge it with all the advantages which the 
banks would derive from their connection with the 
Government, as ought jn fairness to be done, as the 
whole ultimately comes out of the pockets of the 
people. 

Ina single particular the banks have the advan- 
tage as fiscal agents. They would be the more 
convenient. To this they are entitled, and I wish 
io withhold from them no credit, which they may 
justly claim. 

The Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) appeared 
to have great apprehension, that the collection of 
the public dues in- specie might lead to hoarding. 
He may dismiss his fears on that head. Itis not 
the genius of modern and civilized Governments to 


hoard; and if it were, the banks will take care 


that there. shall be no extraordinary accumulation 
of cash in the Treasury. Pass the bill, and I under- 
write that we shall never again have to complain 
ofa surplus. Jt would rarely, if ever, in peace and 
settled times, exceed three or four millions at the 
outside, Nor is his apprehension that hoarding 
of specie would lead to war, less groundless. The 
danger is in another quarter. War is the harvest 
of banks, when they are connected with Govern- 
ment, The vast increase of revenue and expendi- 
tures, and the encrmous public loans, which neces- 
sarily enure mainly to their advantage, swell their 
profits in waz to the utmost limits. But separate 
them from Government, and war would then be to 
them a state of famine, for reasons which must be 
apparent. after what has been said, which would 
throw their weight on the side of peace and against 
war, just. as certainly, as I have shown, that the 
separation would throw it on the side of tax-payers, 
and against the tax-consumers. 

I come now to the comparison of the effects of 
the two measures on the currency of the country. 
Inthis respect the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) 
seemed to think that bis substitute wonld haye a 
great superiority over the bill; but his reasons were 
tome wholly unsatisfactory. Ifwe are to judge 
from experience, it ought to be pronounced to be 
the. worst possible measure. It has been in opera- 
tion but twice: (each for but a few years) since 
flie-commencement.of the Goysrament, and it has 
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so happened, thatthe only two. explosions of the 


currency = occurred - during these. periods: Bul, 


without relying. on` these. disastrous’ occurrences, 
we have seen enough to satisfy the: most incredu- 
lous that there ate great and radical defects in our 
bank circulation, which no remedy heretofore applied 


has been able to: remove. It. originates in the, 


excess of paper, compared: to specie, -and the 
only effective cure is to increase thé latter, and re- 
duce. the former; and this the substitute itself im- 


pliedly acknowledges, by proposing a remedy that ` 
It proposes that, - 


after a certain period mentioned, none of the banks - 


would prove wholly inoperative. 


to be selected. should issue notes under ten dollars. 
The effects would clearly be, not a diminution 
of the circulation of small notes, but a new divi- 


sion of the banking business, in which the issue of 


large notes would fall to the lot of the selected 
banks and the small to the others, without restrict- 
ing, in the least, the aggregate amount of .paper 
circulation. 

But what the substitute would fail todo, the bill 
would effectually remedy, None doubt but the 
separation from the banks would greatly increase 
the proportion of specie to paper; but the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. Rives) apprehends, that its 
Operation would be too powerful; so much so, in 
fact, as to destroy the banks. His argument is, 


| that specie would be always ata premium, and 


that it would be impossible for the banks to do bu- 
siness, so long as that was the case. His fears are 
groundless. Whathe dreads would be but a tem- 
porary evil. The very fact that specie would bear 
a premium would have the doubie effect to dimi- 
nish paper circulation, and increase the importa- 
tion of specie, till an equilibrium between. the two 
would be restored, when they would. be at par. 
At what point this would be effected, is a little un- 
certain; but the fear is, that with our decreasing 
revenue, instead of the specie being increased to 
excess, it would not be increased sufficiently to give 
the desired stability to the currency. 

In this connect‘on, the Senator urged an objec- 
tion against the bill, which I regard as who'ly 
groundless. He said, that the payment of the 
dues of the Government in specie, would create 
a double demand; a domestic, as well as a fo- 
reign; the effects of which would be to inerease 
greatly its fluctuations ; and so deeply was he ira- 
pressed with the idea, that he drew a vivid picture 
of its alternate flow from the coast to the interior, 
and from North to South, and back again. All this 
is the work of imagination. The effect would be 
directly the reverse. The more numerous the de- 
mands, the less the fluctuation; so much so, that 
the greatest stability would be where it exclusively 
performed the function of circulation, and where 
each individual must keep a portion to meet his 
daily demands. This is so obvious, that I shall not 
undertake to illustrate it. 

But the superiority of the bill over the substitute 
would not be limited only to à more favorable pro- 
portion between specie and paper. It would have 
auother important advantage that cannot he well 
over estimated: it would make a practical distine- 
tion between currency and circulation, between the 
currency of the country and private and local cir- 
culation, under which head bank paper woald be 
comprehended. The effects would be, to render a 
general explosion of the circulation almost impos- 
sible. Whatever derangements might ocenr, would 
be local, and confined to some cne particular com- 
mercial sphere; and even within its limits, there 
would be a sound currency to fall back on, not par- 
taking of the shock, and which would greaily dimi- 
nish the intensity and duration of the distress. In 
the mean time, the general business and finances of 
the country would proceed, almost without feeling 
the derangement. ; 

With a few remarks on the comparative effects 
of the two measures on the industry and business 
of the country, I shall conclude their eoraparison. 
‘What has been said on their relative effects on the 
currency, goes far to decide the question of their 
relative effects on business and industry. 

Į hold a sound and stable currency to be among 
the greatest encouragements to industry and busi- 
ness generally; and an unsound and fluctuating one, 
how expanding and now centracting,’so that no 
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-wholeindustry and business 


to expand or ‘contract;or shorten or Jengthe: Y 
at.pleasure, with the? privilege: to selleby thè con- 
tracted or shortened; and: buy: by’the ex panded:or 
lengthened?’ Tit notseertharit would placé the 
the country: under 
-the control dt such canipanies’ ntitwould'not 
more certainly efect it; than-a similar control pos- 
sessed by the money “institutions of the ‘country, 
over the-measwre of value. = Babii go further,and 
assert confidently, that the-<vcess of ‘paper currency, 
as well as its unsteatiness, ‘is unfavorable -to thein- 
dustry and business of the “country. It raises the 
price of every thing, and:consequently increases the 
price of production and consumption; and is, in the 
end, hostile to-every: branch of industry: ©¢°= >- 

I hold that specie and paper have each their pro- 
per sphere; the. latter-for:large’and distant transac- 
tions, and the former: for: all othersy-and that: the 
nearer ourcirculation approaches gold and silver, 
consistently with convenience, the better for the in- 
dustry and the business of the country. : The more 
specie the better, till that pointis reached.” ‘When 
attained, it would’ combine in the greatest possible 
degree, soundness, and - facility, and would beta- 
vorabie to the praductive ‘classes: universally; I 
mean. men’ of business, planters, merchants, and 
manufacturers, as well as operatives: -It would 
be particularly favorable to the South. . Our. great 
staples - are cash “articles. every” where; “and: it 
was well remarked by the Senator: from’ Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Waxner,) at the extra session, that we 
sold at cash prices, and:bought at paper prices; that 
is, sold low and bought high. The manufacturing, 
commercial, and navigating interests would’ also 
feel its beneficial effects. It would cheapen, pro- 
duciions aad be to manulacturers in lieu of a pro- 
teciive tariff. Tts effects would be to enable them 
to meet foreign competition, not by raising prices 
by bigh duties, but by enabling them: to: sellas 
cheap or cheaper than the foreigner, which would 
harmonise every interest, and place. our manu- 
factures on the. most :solid -basis. < It is. the only 
mode by which the foreign market can ever be 
commanded; and- commanded it would ‘be, with a 
sound and moderately: expanded curréncy.: ‘Our 
ingenuity, invention, and industry are equal:to any’. 
people; and all our manufacturers want, is a sownd 
currency and an even chance, to meet competition 
with success any where, at home or abroad. But 
with a bloated: and. fluctuating. pap:r circulation, 
this will be impossible. Among its many draw- 
backs, it levies an enormous tax on the community, 

I have already stated, that the community is 
estimated to have been indebted to. the banks 
$475,000,000 at the suspension of specie payments.: , 
‘The interest on this sum, estimated at six percent, 
(it eught to be higher,) would ‘give -an-annualin- 
come to-those institutions of upwards of thirty mil 
lions; and this is the sum yearly paid by the'com- 
munity for bank accommodations, to the exéess.of 
which we owe our bloated and unstable circulation: 
Never was a circulation so. worthless, furnished at 
so deara rate. How much of this vast incorre 
may be considered as intereston real capital, itis if- 
ficult to estimate; but it would, I suppose, be ample to 
set down ten millions to that head, which would 
leave upwards of twenty millions annually,..as.the 
profits derived from banking privileges: over 
and above a fair compensation. for: theca» 
pital invested, which some. body. must: páy,ʻand 
which must ultimately fall. on the :imdustry and 
business of the country. 
expansion of the system is not astonishing; soe 
mulus applied to its growth. Ingenious. mep.-of other ages de- 
voted themselves in vain to discover the art of. converting the 
haser tuetals into gold and silver; bnt we bave conferred ona 
portion of the community an art still higher-—of converting par 
per. to all intents and purposes, into- the precious. metals; and 
ought we to be-surprised, thatan ‘atticle so cheap. to the’ mant- 
facturers, and so dear to the rest_of the community, should be 


-S0 greatly over supplied, and without any reference to theine: 
f: er a 


rést or to the wants of the coinsiunity?. 


If we are to believe the Senator from Virginia, and othera Bo. 


the same side, we owe-almost all’our improvements and: prog 
perity to the banking systems and if it should, fail, the. age. 0! 
barbarism would again return.” Lhad supposed that ih 
of our prosperity “were our free. institutions; ‘the wide-spread 
and fertile region we: occupy, and the hereditary : intelligence 
and energy.of, the. alogk from which .we arg -deggendedy but It 
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seems that al] these go for nothing, and that the banksare every 
thing. I make no war oh them. All { insist on is, that the Go- 
vernment shall separate from them, whicn I believe to be in- 
dispensab'e, for the reasons | haveassigned, both vow and for- 
merly. Bat Leannot concur in attributing to them: our im- 
provements and prosperity. That they contributed to give a 
strong impulse to industry and enterprise in the early stages of 
their operation, I doubt not. Nothing is more stimulating than 
an expanding and depreciating curiency. It creates a delusive 
appearance of prosperity, which puts every thing in motion. 
’ Every one feels as if he was growing richer, as prices rise, and 
that he hus it in his power, by foresight and exertion, to make 
his fortune. Batit ts the nature of stimulus, moral as well as 
physical, to excite at first, and to depress afterwards. The 
draft which at firstcauses unnatural excitement and energy is 
sure to terminate in corresponding depression and weakness; 
nor is it less certain that the stimulus of a currency, ex- 
panding beyond its proper limits, follows the same law. We 
have had theexhilaration, and the depression has succeeded. 
We have had the pleasure of getting drunk, and now expe- 
rience the pain of becoming sober. _ The good is gone and the 
evil has succeeded; and on a fair Calculation, the latter will 
be found to be greater than the former.. Whatever impulse 
the banking system was calculated to give to our improvement 
an¢ prosperity, has already been given; and the reverse effects 
will hereafter follow, unless ‘the system should undergo great 
and radical changes; the first step towards which, would be the 
adoption of the measure proposed by this bill. 

Ihave, Mr. President, finished whatiintended tosay. Ihave 
long anticipated the present crisis, but did not expect its arrival 
in my time. When I saw its approach, I recolved te do my duty, 
be the consequences to me what they might; and I offer my 
thanks to the Author of my being, that he has given me the re- 
solution and opportunity to discharge what I honestly believe 
to be that duty on this great subject. 

How the question will be decided, is acknowledged to be 
doubtful, so nearly are the two Houses supposed to be divided; 
but whatever may be its fate now, L have the most perfect con- 
fidence in its final triumph. The public attention is roused. 
The subject will be thoroughly investigated, and 1 have no fears 
but the side T support, will prove to be the side of truth, justice, 
liberty, civilizaion, and moral and intellectua lexcelience. 
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THE NEUTRALITY BILL. 


REMARKS OF MR. LOOMIS, 


Or New York, 
In the House of Representatives, Feb. 16, 1838—On 

‘the bill te maintain our neutrality with canter- 

minous countries. 

‘Mr. LOOMIS said that it was with mach reluc- 
tance he felt himself compelled, under existing 
circumstances, to offer an important amendment to 
the bill. He would propose a substitute for the 
whole bill, ; 

The SPEAKER remarked that it was notat 
this time in order to propose an amendment, as 
that reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
was now pending. 

Mr. LOOMIS said that he would offer it when 
in order. In the mean time, he would briefly sub- 
mit his views upon the bill as it stood before the 
House. He was fully sensible of the necessity of 
the immediate action of Congress upon the subject, 
and he regretted that a sense of duty compelled 
him so essentially io differ from the highly respect- 
able committee who had reported this bill, as to 
place himself in this attitude. He was not opposed 
to the principle that seemed to lie at the foundation 
of the bili. The prevention of our citizens from 
improperly interfering to excite or carry on insur- 
rection in foreign States with whom we are at 
peace, and to whom we owe all the duties and 
rights of a friendly power. In this principle, and 
in its general application, therefore, he fully agreed 
with the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations in the remarks he had submitted; but 
the manner in which the committee had proposed 
to carry out their views was, in his judgment, liable 
o serious, if not insuperable, objections. He 
could not bring himself to assent to it. 

The circumstances, said Mr. L. which have 
given rise to this bill—the disturbances on our Ca- 
nadian frontier—are of a peculiar character, and 
warrant, nay, they require, the prompt and efficient 
action of this Government. ‘There is a long line 
of frontier separating the two countries from each 
other, yet placing so harrow a barrier between 
them as to render it impossible that local distur- 
bances breaking out on one side should not affect 
the minds of inhabitants on the other. There were 
several hundred miles in extent of an inhabited 
country, divided in some places only by an imagi- 
nary line, in others by rivers and by navigable 
lakes. The people of the two sides were in the 
habit of constant and friendly intercourse with each 
other, and were bound together by the ties of neigh- 
borhood, and intermingled in the social relations of 


life. When the inhabitants of Canada complain 
of infringement by their Government upon their 
political rights, and feel, or imagine they feel, 
oppression and tyranny, they touch a point upon 


_which their American neighbors are peculiarly 


sensitive, and upon which their sympathies are 
readily aroused. The native love of liberty and 
the deep-rooted hatred of tyranny, which charac- 
terize American citizens, were easily excited. to 
inflammation whenever an appeal was made. to 
them involving those noble principles. “Thus it 
was that, in a controversy between the Canadians 
and their Government of that character, our citi- 
zens throughout the whole of that extended frontier 
were easily led to take a deep interest; and, unless 
their, impulses were restrained, would heartily 
embark on the side of the liberals in those strug- 
gles. Abstractedly taken, he would not wish to 
check those generous sympathies; he would do no- 
thing to deaden or discourage the feelings which 
emanated from the innate love of freedom, nothing 
to éxtinguish the bright spark of liberty which 
glows in the heart of every true American citizen; 
yet something we must remember is due to national 
right and national obligation. We owe it to the 
well known prudential policy of this Government 
ever since its existence as a nation, to avoid ertan- 
glement in the quarrels and controversies of other 
nations, and we certainly owe something also to 


the spirit of friendship and good will which exists 


between this country and Great Britain, and which 
it is the duty, as well as the mutual interest, of 
both powers to continue. For the preservation of 
these, said Mr. L. I am willing to do every thing 
which ought to be done, bat I insist that whatever 
restraint we impose upon our citizens should be 
done agreeably to well established principles of 
aw. 

There are several serious cbiections in my mind 
to the present Dill, and as it came from the Senats. 
In the first place, it is inefficient to answer the end 
designed. In what manner does it propose to sup- 
press. the improper interference of our citizens in 
the controversy of their neighbors? By giving to 
the United States marshals and their deputies, and 
to all the officers connected. with custom-honses, 
and others, power to seize without process of law, 
or any other limitation than their own individual 
discretion, any vessel or vehicle, arms, or muni- 
tions of war, which they may suspect are about 
being taken into a conterminous country, to be 
used in hostilities to be carried on there, and to de- 
tain them until satisfactory security should be given 
that they should not be so used. Assuming that 
each of the several officers in whom it was pro- 
posed to vest this extraordinary power would act 
discreetly, suppose one of them, in the exercise of 
his daty, to have seized property which he had 
rightly judged was about to be used in violation of 
the intention of the law, assuming also that he 
would fairly estimate its value, and that he also 
should judge properly in reference to the sufficiency 
of the sureties offered, and that hehad skill to frame 
the proper bond to be taken. The bond is executed. 
What, then, isto hinder the owner or possessor from 
marching right along with his bonded preperty over 
the line into the adjoining country, in the very face 
and eyes of the officers of Government? Whocan 
prevent him? He has complied with the law. 
What is to become of the bond? The oficer taking 
it isnot required to deposite it with any law officer, 
nor to. make any report; his duty has been accom- 
plished by taking the bond; he has nothing to do 
with its violation; but should the bond, by geod 
fortune, find its way into the hands of the district 
attorney, how is he to know whether the obligation 
has been violated, the bond broken? or, if in- 
formed, how is he to prove that the property has 
been used contrary to the conditions of the bond? 
Does his jurisdiction extend to the only place 
where these facts can be ascertained, beyond the 
line? Can he obtain witnesses from the camp of 
one of the belligerents, identifying the very articles 
specified in the bond, and prove that they have been 
used in carrying ou hostilities? No, sir; he would 
not be able to make the requisite proof in one case 
inten. In a large proportion of the cases, the 
owner would probably get his goods over without 
subjecting himself to give a bond; and he would 
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feel secure; -if 
bond required, thère would be no difficulty in pro- 
curing it when the strong feeling of sympathy pre- 
vails, as ıt does on that frontier; and. ‘little or“no 
danger of being convicted for its breach. He would 
be conscious of violating no law, if he eseaped the 
seizure of his goods; and if seized; he would feel 
that he had.satisfied the penalty of the law by giv- 
ing a bond which could not be enforced. °°" 

-There is another very serious objection: to the 
bill) It vests unusual and “dahgerous powers in 
the numerous officers to whom its execution is en- 
trusted.. This feature is in violation of the whole 
policy of our laws, and, he felt constrained to say, 
against the Constitution-itself. It proposes to give 
to executive officers discretionary powers of a judi- 
cial character, unparalleled in extent by any. ever 
vested in that class of officers. The same indivi- 
dual who is to make the seizure, is made the judge 
of the exigency of the case authorizing it. . His 
discretion is unlimited and withoutrestraint. He 
is to judge, of his own knowledge, or otherwise, as 
he best may, whether itis ‘probable that the vés- 
sel or vehicle, arms or munitions, are intended to 
be employed in carrying on hostilities.” These are 
the words of the bill; he is required to make no re- 
port, to keep no record or minutes, to render no 
account; and acting judicially, he is not responsible 
to any body, or ia any form, for any error injudg- 
ment, however gross; nor is there any appeal from. 
his judgment, The same individual jadges of the 
probability, makes the seizure, and ‘holds the'pro- 
perty; he judges of its value, and of the sufficiency 
of the surety; he may fix the value at nearly no- 
thing, so as to cover the free passage of the pro- 
perty, as having been bonded; or he may make it 
so exorbitant as to be oppressive and amount 
to a prohibition. What could prevent any one of 
the numerous officers named in the bill, in the’ ex- 
ereise of his combined judicial and executive 
powers, from stopping any citizen riding along in 

his carriage on the highway on that frontier, ay, 

or in this very city, and saying, “I arrest this car- 
riage as a vehicle contemplated by this law?” Who 
could restrain him? ‘The presuraption is, that the 
officer will do his simple duty; but such a law as 
this would throw in his way a strong temptation to 
pervert it to his own purposes. 

The rights of our ‘citizens to bear arms, guaran- 
tied to them by the: Constitution, is liable “ta be 
somewhat encroached upon, if it may not'be abso- 
lately violated, by the powers and duties vested by 
this bill in these officers. — i a 

But there was another clause of the Constitu- 
tion with which it appeard. to him the provisions 
of this bill came in direct conflict. The fourth ar- 
ticle of the amendment of the Constitution -pro- 
vides that— 

“The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; 
and no warrant shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
person or things to be seized.” i 

The fifth section provides that no person shall 
“ye: deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law.” f 

Sir, said Mr. L. does not this bill propose to vest 
in Executive officers, the power to deprive persons 
of property, without due process of law. They 
are authorized and required to seize the acknow- 
ledged property of individuals, without any process, 
to do it at discretion, to act as judges of the neces- 
sity, and then to execute. The great principle of 
protection to privaie rights, which the Constitution 
intended to secure by requiring proof on oath or 
affirmation of the facts ana circumstances, be- 
fore a judicial tribunal, and process of law, in 
order to justify a seizure, is directly violated. Will 
ibe said that it does not contemplate to deprive 
the individual of his ultimate right or Jegal estate 
in the property; that he may, on certain conditions, 
have it restored to him? Sir, the right of posses- 
sion and use, is- property; the-only end and ob- 
ject of the ownership of chattels, is that the owner 
may enjoy their use. ‘The right of possession is as 
much property as the right to the fee itself. 

The object of the bill was preventive, it was iy 
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tended evidently to prevent the commission of certain 
acts, which, in the judgment of the committee, 
were in violation of our national obligations. . The 
possession of the means, connected with the unlaw- 
fal intent, constituted the case. which the commit- 
tee intended to reach, The only, or the best mode 
to accomplish this object, was to pursue the same 
mode as that which had long prevailed in all simi- 
lar cases—-as in the case of persons having in pos- 
session implements for making counterfeit money, 
with intent to use them for that purpose. In that 
case, the possession of such implements, or of the 
counterfeit money itself, afforded evidence, to some 
extent, of the unlawful intent, because such posses- 
sion was unusual, and, in general, unnecessary, ex- 
cept to accomplish the unlawful act; but in this case 
the possession of arms affords no such presumption; 
our Constitution and laws presume that every citi- 
zen has arms and munitions of war; hence there 
was much more need in this than in ordinary cases 
to have proof made, showing the “facts and circum- 
sfances”—-some overt act from which unlawful in- 
tent could be inferred. And what is still more sin- 
gular is, that the bill does not make the act unlaw- 
ful for the imputed intention of doing which the 
citizen is made liable to have his property seized, 
and is held to give bonds and sureties. Any one 
may lawfully have in possession the articles enu- 
merated, with the intent to use them in the manner 
described. He may carry that intent into effect 
and be conscious of violating no law of his coun. 
try, and subject to no punishment. And yet certain 
officers are required to seize that property, if they 
think it probable he intends to use it in that manner. 

The bill departs from the ordinary and well-tried 
usages of penal jurisprudence. Those usages have 
the advantage of long experience;—they have been 
meulded to utility and safety by the judgments of 
courts and the learning of counsel It seems to me, 
said Mr. L. that in order to carry out the recom- 
mendation of the President with prudence and safe- 
ty, and effectually, the act should first make it an 
offence to procure the arms, &c. with the intent to 
make that use of them which its object is to pro- 


hibit, and should attach a proper penalty for that | 


offence. The individual offending would then be 
subject to be arrested for violating a penal statute, 
under ordinary process of law. And the act might 
then, with much propriety, for greater safety, and 
as an additional penalty, authorize the seizure of 
the property thus intended to be applied to unlaw- 
ful purposes. But, even then, it must be done un- 
der judicial process. Such a Jaw, he could not 
doubt, would prove a far more effectual preventive 
measure than the present bill, by exposing its vio- 
lator to the arrest of his person as an offender, and 
exposing him to pains and penalties, as well as the 
seizure of his property, while it would preserve the 
constitutional rights of the citizen, and conform to 
the established usage of our civil jurisprudence. 
The third section of the bill presented another 
feature, which was also liable to the most serious 
objections. That section made it the duty of the 
numerous officers designated in it to seize the 
arms of any body of armed men who should come 
within our limits and jurisdiction, and who had 
been engaged in carrying on hostilities against any 
conterminous country with which we are at peace. 
This section is too extensive in its application. 
Instead of securing us against being involved in 
foreign quarrels, its literal execution would, in 
some cases, lead us into them. He would suppose 
a case, to iljusirate this view of its application. 
Suppose a war should exist between the English 
Government and some other foreign power, (say 
Russia, or any other European nation,) and a na- 
tional ship of the latter, which had been engaged in 
shat way, should put into the port of New York. 


“his Government is certainly bound, by the laws | 


of nayions, to protect that vessel and its armament, |; 


while Iy in our port, even as against its enemies. 
It hasa righ’ to He safely in our harbor as a place 
of refuge. The Government of England has terri- 
cory conterminous welt the United States; and the 
ship contains a body of armed men, who have been 
aetually engaged in carrying on hostilities against a 
eonterfaincus country with which 17e are at ate 
By the provisions of this third section, 1. wee RE 
jhe duty of the several officers named to setat pon 
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the arms of this “ body of armed men, and de- 
tain them until they should enter into bond not to 
use them in the very manner their duty required of 
them. This clearly was too palpable a violation 
of the laws of nations and the rights of belligerents, 
to have been intended by the framers of this bill; 
and yet there does not appear to be any escape from 
that construction of it as it reads. 

Mr. L. said he regretted extremely that he had 
felt himself! compelled by a sense of duty 10 place 
himself in the attitude, he had done with respect to 
this bill. He had avowed himself friendly to the 
proposition to do our whole duty in preventing 
our over-zealous citizens from embroiling our 
frontier in hostilities, and endangering the peace 
of the country; and he was not disposed to be te- 
nacious of any: opinions he mighthave as to the 
extent of the preventive interference of the Go- 
vernment, and in the amendments which had 
been printed by the courtesy of the House, and 
which, when in order, he should offer, he had en- 
deavored to follow the bill in its description of the 
acts to be prohibited; he had not felt atliberty in this 
stage of the business to depart from the expressed 
judgment of the committee, and of the Senate on 
that point; but reserved to himself a common right 
With others to act in that respect as they should on 
further consideration deem proper. He had mere- 
ly endeavored to mould their views info a form to 
obviate his constitutional objections, and to con- 
form it lo the ordinary rules and practice of penal 
legislation. 
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SPEECH OF MR. FAIRFIELD, 
Or Maine, 

In the House of Representatives, March 8, 1838-—— 
Upon the subject of the Northeastern Boundary. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD addressed the House as fol- 

lows: 

Mr. Sreaxer: Tam in favor of the bill which 
my colleague (Mr. Evans] proposes to introduce. 
What is it, sir? Why, it simply provides that the 
President cause the Northeastern boundary line of 
the United States “to be accurately surveyed aud 
marked, and suitable monuments to be erected 
thereon, at such points as may be deemed necessa- 
ry and important.” And it isa measure so just 
and reasonable in itself, and so imperatively de- 
manded by the circumstances of the case, that I 
trust no member in this House will feel a disposi- 
tion to oppose it. 

In Maine, there is but one feeling upon this sub- 
ject. That State, sir, feels that she has suffered 
deep and enduring wrongs at the hands of the Bri- 
tish Government. She knows that she has been 
illegally and unjustly deprived of the property and 
jurisdiction in a portion of her territory; that the 
valuable timber upon that territory has been the 
subject of plunder and waste; that her citizens have 
been seized and imprisoned in foreign jails, without 
law and without right; ard that the nation guilty 
of these multiplied and gross outrages not only de- 
nies redress, but refuses even to agree upon a mode 
by which the legalily of her acts ean be tried, and 
an amicable adjustment of the difliculties can be 
effected. That State also feels that “she has not 
been treated by the General Government as she has 
endeavored to deserve;” though, in her complaints 
upon this subject, she goes a little farther back than 
my colleague found it for his purpose to go. 

This, sir, is no party question in Maine. Jt is 
true, there have been several attempts to make it a 
party question; but these attempts have always 
proved abortive. And this bill, introduced by my 
colleague, was agreed upon by the delegation from 
Maine without regard to politics or party, and is 
introduced in pursuance of an arrangement be- 
tween them. It was with extreme regret, there- 
fore, that I found my colleague disposed to make it 
the basis ofan attack upon the Administration—to 
mingle it with party politics, and, perhaps, to send 
a speech home, to co-operate with similar efforts 
making there. Sir, I think no good can come of 
this course in any way; and I regret execedingly 
that it should have been thought wise to adopt it. 
But this regret, great as it was, did not exceed my 
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‘ measure of her right to redress. 
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surprise and astonishment at, hearing him eulogise. 
the Administration.of. 1825, while condemning, ia 
severe terms, the- succeeding one, in reference to 
their respective action upon this:subject. The’ first, 
it is said, nobly asserted and maintained our rights; 
while the other, by concessions, frittered away, and 
finally abandoned them.: Sir, I think this declara- 
uon will be received with some. surprise at honte; 
too; for the general opinion there, asil have sup- 
posed, bas always been directly the reverse of this. 
And, as the door to‘ this. investigation has been 
opened, 1 trust T shall’ be-paidoned for walk- 
ing in, and asking the House to go back- with me 
to a period somewhat beyond that, to which it seem- 
ed to be convenient for my colleague to extend his 
inquiries. I will then endeavor tọ show, that 
Maine has been exceedingly ill treated, not only by 
the British Government, but by our own Goversn- 
ment, and by that Administration, too, which has 
received the warm encomiums of my colleague. 
In doing this, I beg the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams]-to believe that it will not be 
from any feelings of personal unkindness or dis- 
respect to him. I shall refer to his acts, merely as 
a part of the history of the case, and only because 
I feel compelled to it, by the course of my col- 
league upon this subject... Besides, if 1 succeed in 
my attempt, it will afford an additional reason: for 
the passage of the bill; for, corresponding with the 
extent of wrongs suffered by Maine, will be the 
If she has been 
doubly wronged, then, is she doubly entitled to relief. 
Sir, if T have not totally misapprehended the his- 
tory of this matter, almost every. step. in the pro- 
gress of the case, taken by. the Administration al- 
Jaded to, was adverse to the interests and wishes of 
Maine, and, in most instances, against her solemn 
protest. That Administration did litte er nothing 
io protect our rights and interests, but every thing 
to pat them in jeopardy. f 
Of our long list of complaints, let me call the at- 
tention of the [louse to a few prominent ones, In 
the treaty of Ghent it was’ provided that commis- 
sioners should be appointed to ascertain that point 
in the highlands lying due north from the source of 
the St. Croix, constituting the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, and to survey the line extending from: 
the source of the St. Croix to the “highlands, and 
along the highlands to:the northwesternmost head 
of Connecticut river. These commissionéfs having 
been appointed in conformity with the treaty, ex- 
tended their official labors through a period of about | 
five years, without being able to agree, and closed 
their commission by making reports to their respec- 
tive Governments. In the progress of the case, a 
vast number of documents relating to it were col- . 
lected, which, with the statements or argument of 
the commissioner, were deposited here in the na- 
uonal archives. Copies of these documents Maine 
was exceedingly anxious to obtain; and, as early 
as 1826, moved in the matter, by the Legislature 
authorizing the Governor to procure them, and at 
the same time making an appropriation of $500 to 
defray the expense of it, should there be any. 
And willit be believed, sir, that our'Governor për- 
severed in his efforts fora period of over two and 
a half years before he succeeded in obtaining 
them? His requests were presented in a variety of 
forms, and pressed with that earnestness and’ force 
which ever characterized his efforts in the. public 
service. J refer to the “lamented Lincoln,” the 
brother of the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chuseus sitting near me. But notwithstanding. the 
iuportance of the subject, and our deep interest in 
these documents, especially at the time they. were 
called for; notwithstanding the offer to.pay all the 
expense attending a compliance with ourrequest;and 
nviwithstanding the Governor. proposed: to réceive 
ther as confidential, if it should be requested, still 
Mr. Clay, then Secretary of Slate, pettinaciously 
refused to furnish them, or have them furnished! 
May 29, J827, the Governor, having disconti- 
nued his unsuccessful efforts with the Secretary of 
State, addressed himself directly to the President. 
In answer to this ‘call, in October following, the 
copies were furnished; two and a half years having. 
heen spent in the accomplishment of that desirable 
object. In support óf these’ statements, [ beg leave: 
to refer to documents now before me. ~Govemoy: 
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Lincoln, in his message to the Legislature, January, 
1827, says: ; 

“My immediate predecessor (Governor Paris} has solicited 
the documents contemplated by a resolve of a torrmer Legisla- 
ture, relative to our boundary; and T caanot but hope that the 
person applied to will find the obligations of his situation so 
modified, as to admit his furnishing the proper oificers of this 
State that information, by which it may be prepared to judge 
correctly. of the rights of the Union, and of a foreign auon, in 
connection with that independent right which it ought to main- 
tain, so far as the prudent application ofall its justifiable meaus 
will permit? 

At the same session of the Legislature, a resolve 
was proposed by a political friend of my colleague, 
[Mr. Deane.] The following is an extract: 

3 a resolve ofthe Legislature of this State, passed Jariviary 
wu, 1826, the Governor of this Sate was authorized and re- 
quested to tåke such measures as he might think expedient and 
effectual, to procure fur the use of the State certain copies and 
documents, etc. mentioned in said rescive. ‘The Governo 
having done all in his power to procure the information allude 
ta in said resolve, but his efforts nol having been successful, 
your committee are of opinion that the interests of the State 
may be advanced by a renewal of tle request to the Govern- 
ment of the United States,” 

Subsequently to this, viz: April 18, 1827, Go- 
vernor Lincoln, in a letter to Mr. Clay, uses the 
following language upon this subject: 

“It was with much regret, not unmingied with mortification, 
that I considered your denied of the use of the reports and argu- 
ments of the commissioners under the treaty of Ghent.” 

Again: in the same letter he adds: 

“With this spirit of forbearance, she has sought information 
only as to an interest vital to herself, as weli as important to 
the country, without any purpose calculated tu excite distrust, 
with only ‘such patriotic views as have rendered the refusal to 
comply with her request a subject ofthat species of surprise 
which a friend predelermined to take no offence feels, when 
he is sot treated with corresyundent confidence.” 

And again: 

“ As a free, sovereign, and independent Republic. may we not 
be permited to have communication with the authorities of the 
Union; or do they mean that we shall submit impticidy to their 
direction, however wise it way be, at the same time that they 
declare their conviction of the propriety of withhotding i 
mation? The general concerns of the Union are, 0: course, 
communicated oily to ihe whole; but that which relates toa 
particular community, when its daity intercourse demands in- 
Formation, seems to warrant the request I have made, and 
which Iam reluctantly impelled to renew, with this modifica- 
tion, that any communication made in return wiil be received, 
if so required, subject to a restriction on publicily, beyond 
a communication to the Legislature, in the usualterms of confi- 
dential communications.”  . ; ` p 

In a letter to the President, dated May 29, 1827, 
he says: 

“However discour agii 


inay have been the correspondence 
etary of State, 1 cannot decline a 
nined upon, or admit the ef that a 
gto the welfare of Maine can be unwel- 


January, 1828, a report was made upon the sub- 
ject of the boundary, .by a political friend of 
then National Administration. From that Í ext: 
the following : 

“Thedeiay to give information 


it hud been so often requested?.‘4s certainly very extraor. 
dinary.” 


Upon this point I have no more to say. "Phe 
facts speak for themselves, and can be appreciated 
by the House without multiplying words on my 
part. 

Again: Maine assumed the position that the 
General Government had no constitutional autho- 
rity to cede any portion of her territory, either by a 
direct delegation of power in-the Constitution, or 
indirectly under the treaty making power, by way 
of arbitration, or otherwise, This, or rather the 
latter branch of the proposition, was virtually de- 
nied by that Administration. The enure correct- 
ness of our positions, however, have been again and 
again admitted by the two succeeding Administra- 
tions; yet my colleague. commends the first and 
condemns the last! 

The Admicistration of that day, claimed the pow- 
er to submit the question of boundary to the entire 
“exclusion” of Maine, even though it should in- 
volve a dismemberment cf our territory, considering 
jt as a national question merely, and regarding the 
efforts of Maine lo present her views upon the sub- 
ject to the Executive, as “obtrusive.” 

In connection with these remarks, I beg leave to 
refer to the letter of Governor Lincoln to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, dated May 29, 1827. He 
says: : 

“Having learned that the title thereto [the disputed territory} 
is involved in the details of a diplomatic arrangement, con- 
ducted under the sanction èf the Executive Deparunentof the 
Federal Government, Maine, although not consulted, yet 
bound from deference to pay a due respect to reasons, the na- 
ture and foree of which she is, from a studious and mysteri- 
ous reserve, rendered unable to comprehend, believes that she 
ought to present her expostidations in retard to any measures 
threatening ber with injury.” 


ot 


the State of Maine, wren 
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Again, in the same letter, he adds: 

“It is not controverted shai the control of our foreign relaiions 
belongs to the United states as to objects which have arisen un- 
der the Constitution or existing laws; but in regard to rights ac- 
quired by an independent party, and interesis in property vested 
by acts anterior to the existence of that compact, the imterposi- 
tion of the Federa! Execntive, without an express grani? f 
power, seems to be gratuitous. No statesman will assert that 
the treaty making power is competent to an act transcending 
the ecope of the corobined trusts of the Government.” 

In a letter to Me. Clay, bearing date November 
16, 1827, Gov. Lincoln says further: 

“I have also this day received your communication of the 
{th instant.. From its contents, } am made sensible that the 
oblecuiui F have had the honor to urge against the submission 
lo « foreign umpire of the territorial and jurisdictional rights 
of Maine, Without consulting or advising her as to the condi- 
tions, have uot been deemedavailable. ff any injury shail re- 
sult ta her, the appeal will be made to the people of this coun- 
wy.and toposterity. It has not seemed arrogant or presunip- 
tous to have expected a recognition of her rights, aud to 
have asked, that, ifshe is to be made a sacrifice, she might not 
be devoted withoutsome consideration on her part of the terme. 

- + s When you cautioned us against suggestions 
of compromise and acts of precaution, it was not believed that 
it -wasedhat you might the more easily throw us within the 
power of an umpire, but that you intended to intimate that the 
powerful arm of the Federal Government was holding its ample 
shield before us. At last we learn that our strength, security, 
and weaith are to be subjected to the mercy of a foreign indivi- 
dual, who, ithas been said by your minister, ‘rarely decides 
upon suict principles of law,’ and ‘has always a bias to try, if 
possible; to split the difference.” I cannot but yield to the ım- 
pulse of saying, most respectfully, that Maine has not been 
treated as she has endeavored to deserve.” . 

In a letter from Gov. Lincoln to Mr. Clay, writ- 


ten April 18, 1827, he says: 

© Anvicus, asin my situation I cannot avoid being, for the 
preservation during my continuance in office, andalwaysafter, 
of the rights of the State, I must express my alarm at a portion 
of Mr. Gallatiws letter. He says: ‘An umpire, whether a king 
or a farmer, rarely decides on strict principles of law; he has 
alwaysa bias to try, if possible, to split the difference. And 
yet, I am informed that there has been in progress ar arratge- 
ment of the preliminary points for constituting such an umpire. 
I cannot but hope that no arrangement will be effected, which 
will endanger the half trom the mere circumstance ot a 
wrongful claim to the whole, under the pitiful weakness which 
is liable losplit the difference betrecen right and wrong.” 


Again, in his letter to the President of the 29th 


Again, he says: 

“Whatever character appertained to the confederation, or to 
those who entered into that holy league, ii is manifest that the 
States Were not identified and confounded with the Union, in 18- 
iation to the questions here presented, under the original treaty 
cy peace andiimits, I must theretore re ctiully urge, that, 
however the policy and principles of the Executive department 
of the Federal Guvernment may dictate the impusiuon upon 


Maine or silence and foricarance, and however plainly may be ` 


ted the disposiiion to treat the subject as if merely na- 
ene will novobserve any procedure by the United States 
and G Britain for the severance of her territory and the abro- 
gation of ber authority, withvata ‘seusibility loo serzous to be 
passive? 

Once more: 

“Tt has been urged that this concern is so ezel sively nution- 
al that Maine is oblrusive in presenting Ler views to the consi- 
deration of the Executive. It is nevertheless believed,” dc. 

In the same document from which 1 have been 
reading, I find a letter irom the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New Brunswick to Governor Lincoln, 
dated November 15, 1827, to a paragraph of which 
J wish to call your attenuon. It seems that a citi- 
zen of Maine had been seized on the disputed ter- 
ritory by the provincial authorities, and imprisoned 
in the jailat Fredericton, Gov. Lincoln address- 
eda letier to “his Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor,” 
asking him to communicate the circumstances of 
the arrest. His Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor 
replies as follows: ; 

“h is not for me to question the propriety of your Excellen- 
cy’s opening a correspondence with the Government of this 
province, ofa question now pending in negotiation between his 
Majesiy’s Governmen: and the Government of the Vuited States, 
as contracted under the treaty of Ghent; but it would neither be 
consistent with my sense of duty, nor in conformity wiih my 
instructions, to give the explanations your Excellency re- 
quests, to any persons oxcepting those with whom J am directed 
to correspend, oF under whose orders Tain placed. Should any 
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reference be made by the General Government of. the United 
States,” &e. Ra ea ee 
Here we see the unfortunate and humiliating 
condition in which Maine was placed... A foreign 
-Government had seized and imprisoned her‘citizens, 
and when asked merely to. communicate ‘the 
cumstances of the arrest, turns up: its” aristocratic 
nose, and says itis not consistent. with tts sense of 
duty so to do. Lo the General. Government: itis 
willing to communicate. When we call upon the 
General Government for information, there too, 
we are repulsed: papers in which Maine is deeply 
and peculiarly interested, are locked up in the na- 
tional archives, and she is not, only denied copies 
of them, but her efforts are regarded -as very ob- 
trusive. Again: on the one hand, the British Go- 
vernment had unjustly wrested from Maine a por- 


_tion of her territory; and on the other, the General 


Government was upon the eve of submitting to a 
foreign arbitrator the question in effect, whether 
the British Government should keep the whole, or 
only kalfof what ithad thus unjustly taken! Thus 
was Maine bound hand and foot, and made ready 
for the sacrifice. Really, if Maine is’ under great 
obligations to that Administration for its efforts in 
her behalf, I confess myself totally unable to see 
or comprehend them. In relation to this matter, 
however, I suppose my colleague’s. political optics 
are some what kneener than my own. oa 

But the case was finally submitted, and that, too, 
under the implied power, so far as our Sectetary of 
State and his Minister had power to confer it, of 
splitting the difference. ‘This was most manifestly a 
fair subject of complaint on the partof Maine, 
because it wasentirely gratuitous and uncalled for 
on the partof the Minister and Secretary. The 
written terms of the submission were, upon this 
point, perhaps well enough. Why then make de- 
clarations inconsistent with these written stipula- 
tions, calculated to lead the arbitrator to an ex- 
ercise of power, not strictly granted, and adversely 
to our interests? I am unwilting to believe tha. it 
arose from any really settled feelings of hostility 
to Maine, and her then political Government. The 
letter of Mr. Gallatin has already been referred to, in 
which he says, that “an umpire, whether a king ora 
farmer rarely decides on strict principles of law; he has 
always a bias to try, if possible to split the diffe- 
rence.” ‘Phe correctness of this position was sub- 
sequently recognised and confirmed by Mr. Clay. 
In his letter to Governor Lincoln, of November 
27, 1827, in reply to some objections which had 
been urged against the submission to arbitration, 
he says: “It is true, that it (arbitration) is a mode 
not free from all objections, and Mr. Gallatin has 
averted to one, in the extract which you give Jrom one 
of his letters.” And this, too, Was alter the con- 
vention was entered into at London, pres¢ribing 
the terms of the submission, that having been done, 
September 29, 1827.° After, then, it had. been 
solemnly agreed, that the arbiter should decide the 
question of boundary upon strict principles of law, 
that is, acco: ding to the terms of the treaty of 1783, 
and not under the influence of that “pitiful weak- 
ness” which ‘splits the difference between right 
and wrong,” we find our Secretary of state ad- 
mitting the latter as a valid, though not instiperable 
objection to arbitration. And here, I think, we may 
date most of the unfortunate difficulties that have 
since grown out of this case. if it had not been 
for these unfortunate expressions of our Minister 
and Secretary of State, would the umpire ever 
have thought of travelling out of the plain letter of 
his commission, for the purpose of splitting the 
difference between right and wrong? L think not. 
And the extent of their influence since, with the 
British Government, in protracting the settlement 
af this question, no man can calculate. 0% 

But again: Maine had not only just grougds of 
complaint, for submitting the question unger the 
circumstances in which it was subniitted; bal of the 
selection of the umpire himself. Iwill not say it 
was the worst possible selection that ‘could have 
been made, but | may say, that there were many 
and, to my mind, msuperable cbjections to him. 
He was, in the first place, under great. obligations 
to England. He owed ber a debt of gratitude, 
which, I suppose he would have been happy of an 
opportunity to pay. At the Congress of Vienna, 
in 1815, Holland and Belgium were united and 
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made one- kingdom, under the name of “The 
Netherlands;” and, a few months afterwards, Wil- 
liam was crowned King, with the title of “King 
of the Netherlands.” England, itis well known, 
had an overpowering influence in that Congress, 
and contributed more to the result of a union of 
Holland and Belgium than all the other members 
combined. And to England, more than to any 
other nation, was King William to look to sustain 
him in the position in which he had been placed. 


Whether in consequence of all this, his subjection ; 


to British influence was more than it onght to be, 
I will not undertake to say; but itis a fact, that at 
one time he was called, by his own subjects, “Le 
Prefect d@Angleterre”—the Prefect of England. 

But more than this, he was a member of the 
“Holy Alliance’—-one of the band of conspirators 
against the rights of man. 


be expected to feel any particular partiality or 
favor for a nation that was doing more to dissemi- 
nate these principles. than any other nation in the 
world 2. ; 


His hostility to liberal principles was fully shown | 
by the tyranny which he. exercised upon his own | 


subjects. In the first place, he abolished the right 


of trial by jury-—“ that bulwark of liberty, and | 


best safeguard of private rights.” He then de- 
stroyed the freedom of the press, and imposed 
punishments for libels upon the Government, from 
one year’s imprisonment to death. Tle decreed 
that the French language should no longer be the 
national language in Belgium. *“ The Belgians 
were to unlearn their mother tongue, and frame 
their organs and those of their children to the use 
of the Dutch.” No man was allowed to advocate 
a cause in the courts, except in Datch. No man 
could devise property, except in a language every 
word of which required to be translated. And no 
mui was admitted to office, untit he had served an 
apprenticeship to the Dutch language. 

Such tyranny can only be cqualled by another 
act of the same king, which was this: On the adop- 
tion of the constitution presented by himself to the 
notables, he declared 527 votes to be a majority of 
1,523, on the ground that seine of the notables 
voted from religious scruples! 
nounces this act, as well he might, “a baretaced 
outrage on common sense and equity.” And this 
is the man—a member of the Holy Alliance, exe- 
culing its tyrannical principles upon his own snb- 
jects—indebted to England for his crown, and na- 
turally opposed to the United States as the friends 
and disseminators of free principles; this is the 
man who was selected to arbitrate upon the rights 
of property and sovereignty cf Maine, when they 
had been assailed by Great Britain! Verily, if 
here is cause for gratitude on the pari of Maine, I 
will leave it for the particular friends of that Admi- 
nistration to discover. 

But again: Maine had just cause of complaint, 
that the case was not taken from him, when he 
ceased to be, what he was when the case was re- 
ferred, viz: king of the Netherlands. In 1830, his 
tyrannical oppression of his own subjects caused a 
revolution, which, we all know, resulted in the 
independence of Belgium. So that, while he re- 
tained the empty title of the king of the Nether- 
lands, he was, in fact, only king of Holland. 
Shorn of more than half his kingdom, subjects, 
power, and influence; and dependant upon the com- 
bined powers, one of whoin was England, even for 
the retention of this “smaller half,” he ceased to be 
that independent sovereign contemplated in the con- 
sent to his arbitration. At the very time of his 
pretended decision of our case, the question was 
pending with the combined powers who should be 
made King of Belgium; whether the Government 
should pass out of the family of the King of the 
Netherlands, or not: the Prince of Orange, son of 
William, and Leopold, of Saxe Coburg, being the 
principal candidates. England had an overwhelm- 
ing influence with the combined powers, and the 
King of the Netherlands knew it, Without, there- 
fore, alleging that the decision was af all influenced 
by these circumstances, they were sufficient to have 
authorized our Government to protest against his 
proceeding further in the case, and to have invited 
him to give up the papers. This, however, was 


Cherishing the most : 
deadiy hostility to liberal principles, how could he į 


The historian de- | 


| not dene, and the-umpire went on to make what he 


called an award, by whith more than two million 


acres of our land would have been transferred to’ 


Great Britain. From this, however, fortunately for 
Maine, another Administration, which had just then 
come into. power, rescued us. Nevertheless, as my 
colleague would have it, the first Administration is 
worthy of all commendation, while the latter is 
worthy only of censure! 


The Governor of Maine, in his annual message, 
delivered. January, 1631, holds the following lan- 
guage in relation to the subject: 


* Bat recent evens having deprived that monarch [the King 
of the Netherlands] of the greatest portion of his kingdom by a 
revolution, thus rendering him necessarily dependant upon 
foreign power for succor and suppart, his political situation 
has been so essentially changed thatit may be doubtful, atleast, 
whether he will È 
question, which 


prred to him under circumstances so 
eut irom those wineh at present exist, H the 
taf this revolution should be to unite in still closer bonda 
mity the former frwndly and intimate relations of the King 


} of the Netherlands with Great Britain, which seems to be pro- 


bahle, it must be considered that the agreement to refer would, 
in that event, be rendered of no avail. Whatever confidence 
may be putin the justice of ourcause, however clearly our right 
may be shawn in argument, we certainly coald not be wiliug 
ta submit it tothe umpirage ofa sovereign, who isnot only the 
ally, but who, by the force of circumstances, may have become, 
in some measure, We dependant ally ef Great Britain.” 


Similar views were expressed by the Legislature 
of Maine by certain resolutions upon the subject, 
adopted February 28, 1827. 

These are a portion of the complaints of Maine 
against the General Government during the 
Adams administration, and, F trust, that all will 
perecive them to be neither unjust nor unsubstan- 
tial. I will now pass to the specific charges of my 
colleague against the two suecedingAdministrations, 
and endeavor to show how far tbey are right, and 
how for they appear to me to be without founda- 
tion. 

And, first, in relation to the agreement or under- 
standing had between the Governments of the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain, as to occupation and 
jurisdiction of the disputed territory. The Adams 
administration, it was alleged by my colleague, 
took high ground and maintained it manfully, 
while the succeeding Administrations had frittered 
away the agreement, and, finally, abandoned both 
possession and jurisdiction to the British. Now, 
this may be so, bni I have not yet been able to see 
it, and, I think, the House will find the same difi- 
culty with myself, after examining the instances 
particularly ened and relied upon by my colleague. 

For the origin of this agreement the letter of Mr. 
Gallatin to the Secretary of State, dated July, 1827, 
is referred to, in which he says: “Mr. Canning 
also suggested the propriety of abstaining, on both 
sides pending the suit, from any act of sovereignty 
over the” contested territory.’ We next find the 
agreement alluded to in a letter of Mr. Clay, Se- 
cretary of State, tothe Governor of Maine, Novem- 
ber 27, 1827, which was overlooked by my col- 
league. He says: “Both parties stand pledged to 
ach other to practice forbearance, and to abstain 
from further acts of sovereignty, on the unoccupied 
raste, Until the question of right is settled.” Now, 
as that Administration has been complimented for 
malring a good agreement and adhering to it, it is 
worth our while, for a moment, to examine these 
two statements of the agreement, and see how far 
they coincide. By Mr. Gallatin’s statement, “both 
sides were to abstain from any acts of sovereignty 
over the contested lerritory’’—that is, over the whole. 

3y Mr. Clay’s statement, we were “to abstain from 
further acts of sovereigniy over the unoccupied 
waste,” &c. Were isan important difference. If 
Mr Gallatin’s agreement had been adhered to, 
Great Britain could not have exercised any acts of 
sovereignty even over the seitlement of Madawaska. 
Eut as Mr. Clay has changed it, Great Britain is 
only restricted to the unoccupied waste. This isa 
very preity beginning for the Administration which 
has received such high encomiums. 

But let us go one step farther. The next notice 
we find of this agreement, is in a letter from Mr. 
Clav to Mr. Vaughan, bearing date January 9, 
1829. After complaining of certain trespasses up- 
on the territory, in cutting timber, which, it was 
alleged, had been done under the authority of the 
British Government, he adds: “I need scarcely 
remark, that the proceedings, thus described, are in 


Jon on this delicate and important - 


opposition to the understanding which has existed 
between the Governments of the United States-and 
Great Britain; that, during -the pendency of the ar- 
bitration, which isto setule the question of bounda= 
ry, neither party should exereise any jurisdiction, 
or perform any act, on the disputed. territory to 
strengthen his own claims, or to effect the state-of the 
property in issue. > ~ 

Here, also, we find important modifications of 
the agreements before stated. In both of. those 
agreements, the acts of sovereignty from which the 
parties were to abstain were unqualified acts of 
sovereignty. Now, itis not any act of jurisdiction 
or sovereignty whatever, but those acts only which 
have for their object to strengthen the clam of the 
party exercising it; and in proportion; therefore, to 
the difficuliy of deciding upon the precise object of 
either of the parties in any particular act of juris- 
diction exercised; is the agreement made loose, in- 
definite, and worse than none. Here, then, are 
three attempts to state the agreement, and neither 
agrees with the others. . They all differ.in very 
essential particulars. If, therefore, my colleague 
should have succeeded in showing, as he attempted, 
that the succeeding Administration had. stated the 
agreement differently, at different times, and that 
some degree of confusion had been produced upon 
the subject, I think some allowance should be made 
on account of the example which, it is perceived, . 
had been set them by their predecessors. 

But as this last version of the agreement seems 
to have been settled down and practised -upon as 
the real agreement or understanding in the case, let 
us see what it is, and what is the fair construction 
of it. There are two branches to it; one relating to 
the jurisdiction, and the other to the property, in the 
territory;—the parties were not. to exercise any 
acts of sovereignty to strengthen their own claims, 
or to do any act which should affect the value of 
the property. It was to continue during the pen- 
dency of the arbitration, This I take to be the 
fair construction of the agreement, Now, how did 
itapply to the actual state of things? Why, Great 
Britain had possession of Madawaska village; 
Maine had possession up to that, or nearly so, 
and the land lying above Madawaska might 
be regarded as “unoccupied waste,” which neither 
party had in actual exclusive possession. _ Hence, 
both parties might continue to exercise jurisdiction 
without any violation of the agreement, provided 
they kept within their usual and accustomed limits, 
and committed no new or further act of jurisdiction. 

The rights of property were to remain untouched, 
that is, neither were to sell the land or cut off the 
timber. Here is the agreement, and here the mode 
of applying it, though we therein make a large 
concession in favor of Great Britain, to wit: in ad- 
mitting her jurisdiction over Madawaska village. 
Maine always denied this, until a certain Mr. Bar- 
rell, who seemed to have imbibed strong prejudices 
against Maine and her interests, was appointed by 
Mr, Clay to go to the British Provinces to collect 
the facts in this case.’ He reported that. Great 
Britain was in possession of Madawaska. - This 
afterwards being recognised and confirmed by Mai: 
Clay, Maine found herself reluctantly obliged to 
yield a fact which she had always before, and 
rightfully, contested, unless the issuing of afew 
commissions in a militia, not in esse, and afew 
acts of a like character, were sufficient to consti- 
lute possession. That the foregoing is a fair'con- 
struction of the agreement, I refer to Mr. Clay’s 
letter to the Governor of Maine, bearing-date No- 
vember 27, 1827, in which he says: | 80 


“Both parties stand pledged to cach other to practice forbear- 
ance, and to abstain from further acta of sovereignty on the 
unoccupied waste, until the question of right is settled.” 


But, whatever may be the trae constriction, I 
would now inquire by what right or authority was 
this agreement made? If the disputed ‘territory 
belonged to Maine, and that Administration ex- 
pressly admitted it, where did the General Go- 
vernment derive its power to say that Maine, a 
sovereign State, should: not. extend her jurisdiction 
over it? Would not such a power involve thai of 
alienating the territory? Ifthe General Govern- 
meat can rightfully deprive- us of our propërty and 
bestow it upon- another for one month, I donot see 
why it may not be done for one year, or foran in- 
definite period. This question of authority’ occut- 
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red to the mind of my colleague; when speaking of 
the agreement as having beeni made by General 
Jackson’s administration. H- was all sight and pro- 
per, in hisestimation, for Mr. Adams’s Administra- 
tion to enter imio such an arrangement, but to con- 
tinue it merely, by the succeeding Administration, 
was all wrong, and he calls for the authority. 
Pursuing the order of my eclleague, we now 
come to the first act of the new Administration, in 


which itissaid that the agreement or widerstand- ji 
ing is entirely changed, and very muchito our dis- |i 


advantage. That, Mr. Hamilton makes ita qu 
tion of property between the citizens merely, and not 
aquestion of sovereignty and jurisdiction berween 
the {wo Governments. fna letter from Mr. Hamil- 
ton to Mr. Vaughan, wider date of March J1, 
1829, he says: 


“I have received, and laid before the Presideniof the United 
Sates, tbe note, with its enclosures, which yoo did me the 
honor ts write to me on the 7th of this mosun iu answer toa 
Fepreazntation which was made to you by Mr. Clay, he Oh oF 
January last, at the instance of the Governor of Massachusetts, 
concerning depredatioas complained of by him aga inhabi- 
tants of the Province of New Brunswick, in cuttin ther 
preparing lumber for market ecting roils, upon the goi! 
ofthe territory in dispute bstween the United Saes ant Great 
Britain; ami Iam directe: by the President to stats jn reply, 
asi have much pleasure in doing, that he derives great. satis- 
faction from the information containedin your counmumestion, 
ashe especially perceives in. the prompt and energetic mea- 
sureg adopted hy Sir Toward Douglass, Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province in question, and de‘ailed in the enclosure refer- 
red to, a pledge of the same disposition on. the. part of the.au- 
thorities of that Province which auimates this Government, to 
enforce 2 strict observance of tho. understanding between the 
two Governments, that the citizens or subjects of neither shalt 
exercise any acts of ownership in thé disputed territory 
whilst the title to it remains unsettled.” 7 

Now, a'though Mr. Hamilton was at the head of 
the State Depar-ment for a few days only, under a 
temporary arrangement, and probably had not 
given this snbject much of his attention, yet, en a 
fair constrouctoa ol wh 


nection with the circumstances of the cuse, it will | 


b: found that there is in fact no change in the 
agveement.or misstatement of it, made by him. It 
will be perceived, that'the correspondence then was 
in regard to certain trespasses alleged by us to have 
been committed by British subjects, and-not ot ac 
count of any acts of sovereignty by thé British Gc- 
vernment, The agreement, it will be recollected, 
was of two branches, one touching the property, 
and the other the jurisdiction. It is, therefore, fair 
- to presume, that Mr. Hamilton alluded to thai part 
of the agreement which bore upon the questions 
then under consid ration, without iniencing to set 
out ‘the whole agreement, or those parts of it beating 
on questions not then drawn into discussion. This 
construction is deemed to be strictly in accordance 


with the fair and legitimate rules of interpretation. ` 


But if he was in an errer, the Govemor of Mas- 
sachuselts fell into it also. For, on recurring to his 
letter to Mr. McLane, then Secretary of State, un- 
der date of November 1, 1833, we find the follow- 
ing remark relative to the agreement, viz: 

“Prejudicial as the delay in the seulement ef thi 
subject of boundary is to the rights of property w 
chusetts claimed iu the disputed territory, and in: 
the Government. and the people have become at the unreasena- 
bieness and pertidacity of the adversary protensians, aid with 
the present stare af ine question, yet the Executive of ihis Com- 
mouwealih will not cease to respect the understanding which 
has heen had beiween the Governments of the. two countries, 
that no aet of wrong to the property of cither shall be commu- 
ted during the pending of measures to produce an amicable ad 
justment of the controversy??? ; 

Here it will be perceived that Governor Lincoln, 

in his statement of the agreement, confises it to the 
property merely. Now, how is this?’ No one, I 
presume, will accuse that gentleman of a disposition 
to relinquish any rights belonging either to Masa- 
chusetts or Maine, as connected with this subject. 
For myself, Ihave alwaysregarded him and his dis- 
tinguished brother among our best friends, and 
foremost in avowing and maintaining cur claims, 
and in repelling British pretensions. The only 
true solution of the matter is this: thar Governor 
‘Lincoln was corresponding with Mr. MeLave, 
upon the subject of certain trespasses allegéd to have 
bech commitied upon the property of the disputed 
territory; and hence he confined himself, in his re- 
ference to the agreement, to that part ofit only 
which related to the subject matier of discussion. 
In this, he and Mr. Hamilton adopt the same 
course, aud neither change the agreement, or yield 
any rights belonging to the States of Maine or 
Maxsachusetis. 

My colleague (Mr. Evans} next refers us to the 


perceive, in 


: Government which it did not possess before. 
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letter of Mr. Van Buren, then Secretary. of. State, 
to Mr, Vaughan, under date of May 11, 1829, for 
fuciher proof of a- change in the agreement, aud of 
a virtual abandonment of the rights of Maine. If 
that letter be susceptible of any such interpretation, 
then I have studied the English language to no 
purpose. Mr. Van Buren says: . . 


- “The undersigned cannot acquiesce in the supposition that, 
beczase the agent of his Britannic Majesiy thought proper, 
in the proceedings befure the commissioners, to lay claim to 
itl that portion of the State of Mame which Hes north of a line 
westerly from Mars Hill, and designated as the limit 
clary of the British claim, thereby the United States, or 
the State of Maine, ceased to have jurisdiction in the territo- 
ry thus claimed. In the view of this Government, his Britannic 
Majesiy’s agent might, with egual justice, have extended his 
claim 19 any other undisputed part of the State,as to claim 
the portion ofit which he has drawn in question; and in such 
case, the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick could 
surely not Have considered a continuance on thg part of the 
United Srates, and of the State of Maine, to exercise their accus- 
tomed jurisdiction and authority, to be an encroachment. If 
80, in what Jight are we to regard the continued acts of jurisdic 
tion uow exercised by him in the Madawaska settlement? More 
than twenty years ago, large tracts of Jand, lying westward of 
Mars Fill, and northward on the river Restook, were granted by 
the Siaie of Massachusetis, which tracts are held and possessed, 
ler those grante to thie ‘dav; and the United Siz'es, and the 
tates of Massachusetts and Maire, in succession, have never 
sed ta-exercise that jurisdiction which the unsettled condi- 

£ county Ín t region, and other circumstances, ad- 
mitted aad required.” 

Here is a plain, clear, and distinct avowal of the 
justice-of our claims, and a foreible and manly vin- 
dication- of them. He insists on both oar jurisdic- 
tion and possession, and yields nothing... Surely 
Maine can find no fault with this. Buta para- 
graph at the close of the same letter is referred to 
particularly, as containing the unfortunate modifi- 
cations of the then subsisting agreement. It is as 
follows: . 

i The undersimed indulges the hope that Mr. Vaughan will 

ve, in the manner in which the President, discriminating 
rights of this Government and their present exer- 
cise, bu $ the discretion conferred upon him—an additional 
evidence of the desire which he sincerely entertains, and which 
he has bavetofore caused to be communicated to Mr. Vanghan, 
that beth Governments should, as far as practicable, abstain 
from all acts of authority over the territory in dispute, which 
are not of immediaté and indispensable necessity, and which 


_ would serve to create or increase excitement whilst the matter 
is in course of arbitration,” &c. š 


Here, it is said, by the qualification of “ imme- 
diate and ‘indispensable necessity,” a door is opened 
for British aggression, and a latitude given that 
But 
I would inquire whether it be any thing’ more than 


l what Mr. Clay says, in his letter to Mr. Vaughan, 
i of February 20, 1828, viz: 


“Nor can they {certain acts of the British Government] be 


i} reconciled with that mutual forbearance te perform any new 


uct of sovereigniy within the disputed territory, having a 


| tendency to strengthen the claims ef the party exercising tt, 


which, it kas been expected, would be observed by the two 


{i Governments, during tho progress of their endeavors amicably 


to ailjast the question of bourdary.” 

If persons, not subjects of either Government, 
for instance, should go on to the “ unoccupied 
waste” for the purpose of plundering it of its tim- 
ber, what shall be done? Shall both parties so 


| construe the agreement or understanding between 


them, in regard to. the abstaining from the exer- 
cisiag of juristiction as to compel each other to 


i stand by and see such trespass prosecuted. with im- 


posip? Or should each party have the right to ar- 


i Fest and punish the intruder? The latter, undoubt- 
ii edly; cud more especially so, because it would not 


be dune for the purpose of “strengthening the claim 
of the party,” and. would be of “immediate and in- 
dispensable necessity.” ; 

‘This view is supported by reference to a report 
made to the Legislature of Maine, in January 1829, 
by a gentleman who was, and still is, the political 
friend of my colleague) His language 1s thus: 


Phere seems to have been an understanding between the 
Government. of the United States and the British Government, 


early in 1826, that each party should abstain from any acts 


which might be construed into an exercise of the rights oi sove- 
reionty or soli over the disputed territory, ezeepi for the pur- 
pose of preserving it in its then present state, until the final 
determination of the question.” 

The next cause of complaint against Gen. Jack- 
son’s. administration on my colleague’s list, he de- 
rives from a letter of Mr. Bankhead to Mr. Li- 
vingston, dated October 1, 1831. Mr. Bankhead, 


| after. alluding-to certain proceedings on. the part of 


Maive touching the- disputed territory, says: 
“The: undersigned regrets sincerely that- these irregular pro- 
ceedingsghould bave been Lad recourse to, daring a period 


| when the quastion of boundary is in a course of setNement, and 
l in aptiosicion to ihe desire expressed by 
Ht 


the President, that, 
pending the discussion of that question, (Ae Stute ef Maine 
should refrain from committing any act which could be con- 


£ O i . : a 
strued into & violationef the neighboring territory.” 


"Here, it is said, we. see the Preside 
yielding the possession of the°disputed 
Great Britain, and desiring Maine, t 
it. And, if ‘the facts were'so, Ei 
my colleague in almost any-langa 
sion that he might choose to eniploy. 
ask, is the evidence that the President ev 
ed any. such: desire? ° [t-is only te. be-fean is: 
letter. of Mr. Bankhead. :But;:on referring to. @ 

communication from Mr: Van..Buren- tothe -Goe 


vernor-of. Maine, of. March 18,.1831,. ig. wilk. be. 
found that the President is entirely misunderstood; 
and his language palpably misquoted. It rans 
thus: : : a sgh a alah: 

“In making this coramanication to your Excellency; Tamias 
structed by the President to. express hiy desire, that tlle athe, 
matter is ‘under deliberation, no steps may be taken by the 
State of Maine, with regard to the disputed territory; which 
might be calculated to interrupt or embarrass the action: 


of the Executive branch of this Govérnment upon the sub- 
ject. a 


This, simply by citing the authérity upoh which 
Mr. Bankhead predicated his remark, the whole 
charge and complaint of my ccileague falls to the 
ground.” But it is said that, in a letter of Mr: Li- 


| vingston, while Secretary of State, to Mr. Banke: 
; head, October 17, 1831, there is an entire acquiés- 


cence that Great Britain should have the ezclusive 
jurisdiction of the disputed territory. In this Tetter, 


: my colleague says; all is abandoned, yielded, given’ 


up; and that now we have not a right to set a foot 
there. Sir, I-have read’ that letter in vain to-find 
any such ‘acquiescence in the: British elaitn, or 
abandonment of our owh.. ‘On the contrary, it res 
cognises the subsisting agreement between ‘thé two 
Governments, and insists en a strict compliance 
with it. The object of the communication was to 
procure the release from imprisonment’ of certain 
persoas who had been arrested and imprisoned by 
the Provincial Government. It seems that in 1830, 
just before the award of the royal umpire; King 
William, the Legislature of Maine incorporated 
the town of Madawaska, But, as appears id the 
communications of the Governor upon the subject, - 
it was merely in anticipation of the award, and 
without any intention of having any formal orga- 
nization under the act of incorporation, until after. 
the award should be duly promulgated; never for a” 


| moment doubting that it must be in favor of 
: Maine, 


_ Certain individuals, however, without in~ 
structions or authority from the Government, ap- 


plied to a justice of the peace in Bangor, to issué a 


warrant for calling a meeting of the inhabitants, 
for the purpose of organization, and “choice ‘of 
officers. The warrant was issied; and while in the 
prosecution of theit design, they were arrested and” 
imprisoned by the Provincial Government, on: the 
ground that their acts constituted a violation of the: 
agreement, about which so much has already been’ 
said. A 
Mr. Livingston sought to procure their release ` 
in the first place, on the ground that their acts, 
being unauthorized, and not followed ont, were no 
violation of the agreement; and secondly, that even 
if it were so, the Provincial Government could: not 


: rightfully: proceed to try and convictthem. Itmight 
. be a cause of complaint against our Government, if 


their acis were authorized; but to proceed to try, 
convict, and punish them, would be a practical de- 
cision of the question of exclusive jurisdiction; and 
against this he remonsirated in earnest language. 
Now, in all this, what is there to condemn? J am 
unable to perceive any thing. 

-But my colleague has instituted a comparison 
between the course of Mr. Livingston in the fore- 
going case,and the course of Mr. Clay in the case 
of the arrest and imprisonment of John Baker in 
1828. It is said that Mr. Clay used stronger lan- 
guage in requiring the release of the prisoner, than 
Mr. Livingston used. That is rather a smalkmat- 
ter even if it be so; but it appears to me, that Mr.. 
Livingston, in the positions he assumed, took the 
higher ground of the two. They both refused to 
justify the acts of our citizens, who had been 
arrested, but denied the right of. the. Provincial 
Government to. proceed to. trial and conviction, pe- 


: cause it would bea practical, decision of: the gues- 
-tion of right 10 exelusive jurisdiction. “Wheelock 


was arrested for. acts dane and comamilted ia the 


village of. Madawaska, in. the possession of the 


British; while Baker’s settlement, Mr. Clay says, 
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« appears to have been made outside of the Mada- 
waska settlement, upon contiguous waste lands.” 
And hence he adds: ae 


Whatever jurisdiction the Government of New Brunswick 
might claim in virtue of the Madawaska sottlemens, being con- 
fined toit, could not be rightfully extended to. Baker and‘his 
American neighbors. Even ifhe had been guilty of any irregu- 
larity of conduct, he was not amenable to the Provincial Go- 
vernment, but to his own.” se. a i 

Thus we see, that while Mr. Clay was denying 
the right of the British Government to try and 
punish Baker, inasmuch,as he lived out of Mada- 
waska settlement, on the unoccupied waste, Mr. 


Livingston was denying their right to try and punish 


Wheelock for an act done in the settlement of Ma- | 


dawaska itself. This is manifestly higher ground 
than that assumed by Mr, Clay, and yet my col- 
league can see in the course of the former every 
thing to. praise, and in the latter every thing to 
condemn. 

` In. the case of Greely, however, Mr. Stevenson 
is complimented for the bold and manly tone in 
which he denounced the arrest of Greely as an 
outrage, demanded his release, and denied the juris- 
diction of the British Government. Sir, Lam glad 
that this Administration, or any one of its members, 
can perform any actin a manner to please my 
colleague. But, he adds, Mr. Stevenson assumed 
it upon his own responsibility, not having received 
instructions from this Government of a similar 
character. 

To this, I can make no more effectual answer 
than to turn to the letter of instructions itself, from 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson, under date of July 
12,1837: 1 here find that he expressly calls the 
seizure and imprisonment an “OUTRAGE upon the 
personal liberty” of one of the citizens of Maine; 
and, after dwelling briefly upon the argument of 
the case, he closes by saying: “You are directed, 
immediately upon the receipt of this despatch, to 
bring the subject to the notice of his Majesty's Go- 
vernment, and to DEMAND, as a matter of JUSTICE 
and ricut, the prompr release of Mr. Greely, and a 
suitable indemnity for his imprisonment.” Our incli- 
nations must have become belligerent, indeed, if we 
would require any thing more than this; and one 
would naturally think, that the materials for fault- 
finding were very scarce, when such circumstances 
are seized upon as matters of grave accusation 
against the Administration. P, 

But it is said, further, that ine British Govern- 
ment has acquired possession of the disputed terri- 
tory by means of a warden, and that this warden 
was appointed with the knowledge and concurrence 
of President Jackson. Where is the evidence of 
this? None is to be found except in a letter from 
Sir Archibald Campbell to Sir Charles R. Vaughan, 
January 20, 1834, in which he says: “Mr. 
McLaughlan was appointed to the wardenship of 
the country with the knowledge and concurrence of 
the President; and it is not conceived, therefore, 
that any fair ground of objection canbe taken to 
his faithful performance of the duties of his office.” 

It will be observed, that he does not allege that 
President Jackson concurred in the appointment; 
and. from the information to be gathered from the 
documents, it is manifest that it could not have 
been him, for the appointment was made before he 
came into office. By the foregoing letter of Sir 
Archibald Campbell, we learn that the name of the 
warden is McLauchlan; aud on turning back to a 
letter from Sir Howard Dougiass.to Mr. Vaughan, 
dated February 11, 1829, we shalt fnd the follow- 
ing in relation to this gentleman and his appoint- 
ment: : i 

“Tp order that your excelleney may have full, circumstan- 
dal, and recent information upon this subject, (i.e, certain tres- 
passes allaged.to have been committed upon the disputed terri- 
tory) I have despatched a magistrate of this county--a gentle. 
man in whose prudence and discretion 1 place the firniest reli- 
unce—with instructions to inspect all the lumber camps any 
where near the line,” etc. etc. “Having made this inspection, 
this gentleman will be directed to remain in the upper part of 
the country, with orders to enforce the strictest observance of 
the instructions I have already given to seize any timber,” etc. 
“The report from Mr. MeLuuchlan, the magistrate whom I 


am about to despatch on this duty, will probably reach your 
excellency in about three weeksafter this Communication.” 


This is the only evidence I can find of the ap- 
pointment of an agent or warden; and it will be per- 
ceived that this was during the existence of that 
Administration which, according to my culleague’s 
views, did so much -for Maine, and to which she 
owes such a debt of gratitude. For myself, how- 


ever, I do not believe that any President concurred 
in that appointment. It was a matter of inference 
merely on the part of Mr. Campbell and he was 
probably as much mistaken in’ that as we have 
already seen. Mr. Bankhead was, in undertaking to 
state the Predent’s .“‘ desires.” 

Mr. Campbell in the same letter, speaks of a 
“conventional frontier; and this furnishes my col- 
league with the occasion tò inquire by what autho- 
rity the President had assented to a ‘‘ conventional 
frontier,” and to complain of the Administration for 
its criminal abandonment of our territory and our 
rights. Sir, how easy is it to magnify. trifles iuto 
importance, to see mountains in mole-hills, when 
our vision is diseased? Of the sincerity of my eol- 
league I do not doubt; but in this instance, at least, 
his strong feelings of opposition to General Jack- 
son’s administration—an opposition which can see 
no good, but unmixed evil in all. its acts—has 
misled and deceived him. The conventional fron- 
tier, of which Mr.Campbell speaks, is nothing more 
or less than that which was established by Mr. Clay 
himself, in the agreement before alluded to. If the 
British Government were to retain the posses- 
sion of Madawaska settlement by the agreement, 
why, then, is it not manifest that the boundary line 
of that settlement is, for the time being, a “ conwen- 
tional frontier?” Nothing can be plainer; and no 
evidence can be found (published or unpublished) 
of President Jackson, assenting to any other con- 
ventional frontier. 

After the rejection of the award of the King of 
the Netherlands, agreeably to the advice of the Se- 
nate of the United States, negotiations were opened 
with the British Government, for the settlement of 
the line according to the terins of the treaty of 1783, 
and my colleague complains of Mr. Livingston’s 
pusillanimity in inviting negociations, and apolegiz~ 
ing for the rejection of the award. I deny that 
there was any apology, or any thing approaching to 
it. He stated the fact of the rejection, and then, 
in plain and manly terms, gives the grounds of it. 
Andas to the invitation to enter upon negotiations, 
pray why should he not have invited it? Should 
he rudely have insisted, or assumed a right lo com- 
mand? Sir, lam no friend to the old system of di- 
plomacy, characterized by duplicity, indirectness 
and intrigue. No sir, I prefer General Jackson’s 
mode of saying right on, in plain, direct, and forci- 
ble language, what he had to say—o! asking for 
nothing but what was nght, with a determination 
to submit to nothing wrong, But inviteng negotia- 
lions, it appears to me, is in no way inconsistent 
with this. 

{Mr. Evans said that his colleague was entirely 
mistaken; he (Mr. E.) had not complained of Mr. 
Livingston either for a supposed “apology” or “‘in- 
vitation” to negotiate. ] 

Well, sir, then I must let il go for my mistake, 
though I find it upon my minates of that gentle- 
man’s specch, taken at the moment. 

But complaint is made of Mr. Livingston for 
proposing to the British Government a new princi- 
ple of survey, to wit: to abandon the due north 
course from the source of the St. Croix, if need be, 
in order to strike the highlands named in the treaty 
of 1783. If Mr. Livingston had stopped here, it 
appears to me, he would have been fully justified. 
lasa familiar principle, that courses and distances 
shall yield to monuments—that which is more cer- 
tain shall control that which is less certain. The 
highlands, which divide the head waters of the 
rivers flowing into the Atlantic ocean from those 
which fali iuto the river St. Lawrence, is one of the 


monuments named in the treaty of 1783, and if it - 


be necessary to diverge from a true north line from 
the source of the St. Croix to strike these high- 
lands, I can sce no objection to it. But to the cor- 
rectness of the position that we should diverge to the 
west and not te the east, to the left and not to the 
right, I cannot assent; nor wili Maine yield her as- 
sent to a proposition so dangerous and suicidal in 
its nature.” 

I have thus followed my colleague through his 
list of charges against the Administrations of 
General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren upon this 
subject, and have endeavored to set things right— 
approving and condemuting, as the circumstances 


seemed to regùire. Nothing is to be gained: by | 


* 


| 


unnecessarily impugning the course of the General 
Government. Our’ object now ‘is. to procure the 
passsage of this bill—to’ take one decisive “step to- 
wards restoring to Maine her Jong lost and much 


‘abused rights. In. -this’we need the ‘aid’ of the 


General Government, and. confidently expect to 
receive it, in both its-Legislative and Executive 
branches. We call for the passage of: this Dill; as 
a measure not only mild and prudent in itself; but 
imperatively called forby the rights of Maine, and 
corresponding obligations‘on the part of the Gene- 
ral Government. Maine ‘is.-so. unquestionably 
right, and Great Britain so palpably wrong, in this 
matter, that I cannot believe any member who 
has looked at all into it will refuse us his vote. _ 
But I am aware that, from the circumstance of 
this question being somewhat local in’ its charac- 
ter, and perhaps from the circumstance, too, that 
Maine has been so meek and uncomplaining under 
injuries, it is not generally well understood. Ipro- 
pose, therefore, as briefly as I can; to givean ab- 
stract of our title, and the questions now pending 
between the two Governments. ie 

The northern and eastern boundaries of .the 
United States, and, consequently, of the State of 
Maine, are thus defined in the definitive treaty of 
peace between Great Britain and the United States, 
concluded at Paris the 3d of September, 1783: 

Arr. 2. And that ali disputes which might arise in future on 
the subject of the boundaries of the. said. United States may Ye 
prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared that the following 
are, and shall be, their boundaries, viz: From the. northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, to wit: that angle which is formed by a` 
line due north from the source of the St. Croix river tothe 
highlands, along the said highlands which divide those riversthat 
empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those which 
fall into the Auantic ocean, to the. norcthwestérnmost head of 
the Connecticut river; thence down along: the middle of that 
river to the forty-tifth degree of north latitude,” é&e. “Bast, by 
a line to ba drawn along the middie of the piver St. Groix, from, 
ita mouth in the bay of Fundy to its source: and from its source, 
directly north, tothe aforesaid highlands, which divide the rivers 
that fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which fall into the 
river St. Lawrence.” ‘ 

The first question that arose under this treaty, 
was, as to the true river intended by the St. Croix. 
Provision was made for the settlement of it in the 
treaty of 1795, commonly called Jay’s treaty; and 
in 1798, the commissioners appointed in pursuance 
of the provisions of this treaty, determined that the 
river called by the Indian name of Schoodiac was: 
the true St. Croix, and accordingly placed a. monu- 
ment at its source, which now remains. as one of 
the. acknowledged and undisputed boundaries be-. 
tween the United States and the British colonies. ` 

At that time every thing else was suppused to be. 
well understood. There was no other uncertainty 
or ambiguity alleged. There was no dispute or 
question made as to the localities of the monuments 
referred to in the treaty of 1783. There was then 
no pretence of title to the now disputed territory:set. 
up. All these things, as we shall perceive, were 
after-thoughts, suggested by the supposed conve- 
nience and all-grasping cupidity of Great Britain. 

At the negotiation of the treaty of Ghent in 
1814, the British commissioners asked for a cession 
of a part of this now disputed territory for an 
equivalent. Our ministers subsiantially replied and 
rightfully, that they had no authority to-cede. ` That 
the territory belonged to Massachusetts and Maine, 
and no power could divest their title. Then, for 
the first time, a doubt was suggested as to the boun- 
dary. ‘his doubt ina short time ripened into a 
claim ; and this claim, founded upon pretences of: 
title the most preposterous, has been urged ever. 
since, if not with the most consummate effrontery,: 
at least with a pertinacity worthy of a betler.cause. 

However, provision was made in. that: treaty: 
(1814) for the appointment of commissioners:;.to 
survey the line, and, in case of disagreement, a 
submission of the question to some friendly sove- 
reign was provided for. The commissioners ap- 
pointed under this provision of the treaty, afters 
attempts extending through a period of about five:. 
years, could not agree; and thereupon, in pur- 
suauce of the treaty stipulations, the case, in 1827, 
was referred ; William, king of the Netherlands, 
as I have before stated, being selected as the. arbi- 
ter. The evidence was. laid before him, and the 
case argued with distinguished ability by Messrs... 
Preble and Gallatin,. but without success. -Nole 
withstanding his strong bias for. Great Britain, and’ -. 
adversary feelings for the United States, -the case 
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was so clear that ke could not decide against us, and, 
situated as he was, he would not decide for us.. He 
therefore decided neither way, bat advised a com- 
promise, by which the highlands were to be sought 
in the bed of a river, and by which Maine would 
have lost about two million acres of land. .. This 
advice was rejected by the United States, and after- 
ward by Great Britain herself, and thus we were 
brought back to. the point from which we started 
in 1814. i 

After this brief history of the case, I will call 
the attention of the House again to the terms in 
which the -boundary is described in the treaty of 
1783. f 

“From the northwest angle of *Nova Scotia, viz: that angle 
which is formed by a line drawn due north from the source of 
the St. Croix river to the: highlands; along the said highlands, 
which divide those rivers that empty themselves into the St. 
Lawren¢e, from those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the 
northwesternmost head of Connecticut river.” “ East, by a 
line to be drawn along the middie of ‘the river St. Croix, from 
its mouth, in the bay of Fundy, to its source; and from its 
source directly north to the aforesaid highlands, which divide 
the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which 
Jail into the river St. Lawrence.” j 


With such a clear, unambiguous, and lucid de- 
scription of boundaries, it is difficult to conceive 
how any controversies should have arisen in regard 
to them, and especially that any serious doubts 
should have been entertained as to the true intent 
and meaning of the terms employed. A glance at 
the map, anc a slight attention to the topography of 
the country, will only tend to increase our sur- 
prise. - 

It will be perceived, that running nearly parallel 
with the river St. Lawrence, extending from the 
head of Connecticut river on the west, nearly to 
Cape Rossieres on the east, and at an average dis- 
tance of some twenty-five or thirly miles, is a ridge 
or height of land, from which flow ia opposite di- 
rections two classes of rivers; the first falling into 
the river St. Lawrence, and the’ other, mediately, 
into the Atlantic ocean, through certain gulfs and 
bays. his height of land separating the rivers 
aforesaid, is not a chain of mountains, but may 
more properly be termed. “a ridge of broken high- 

‘Jands,” its average height béing about fifteen hun- 
dred feet above the level of the sea. At the ter- 
mination of the American line, the height is over 
sixteen hundred feet, according to the survey of 
Mr. Bouchette, under British authority, in 1817. 

About forty miles north from the source of the 
St. Croix, isan isolated mountain or peak, called 
Mars Hill, which, according to Mr. Bouchette, is 
eleven hundred feet high. Scattered along wester- 
ty from this, are numerous mountains or hills, near 
which the Penobscot and its branches take their 
iise, but not forming any regular and connected’ 
chain. Near that point of the highlands which we 
allege constitutes the. northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia, it will be perceived two rivers take their 
rise and flow at nearly right angles, the Metis into 
the river St. Lawrence, and the Ristigouche into the 
bay. of Chaleurs, and thence into the Atlantic 
ocean. Other features of the country will be ad- 
verted to as I proceed, and as may be found neces- 
gary. i : 

The points now in controversy between Great 
Britain and the United States are as to the locality 
of the northwest angle of Nova Scotia and the 
highlands ndmed in the treaty of 1783, and the 
northwesternmost head of Connecticut river. The 
latter, contending that the northwest angle of Nova 
Sotia is at the termination of a line due north 
from the source of the St. Croix to the highlands 
dividing the head waters of the river Ristigouche, 
which flows into the Atlantic ocean, from the 
source of the river Metis, which flows into the river 
St. Lawrence. Great Britain, ọn the other hand, 
contends that the line due north from the source of 
the St. Croix should terminate at Mars Hill; that, 
there is the northwest angle of Nova Scotia; that, 
there are the highlands intended by the treaty; and 
that, from. this, the line extends westerly along a 
range of hills to the northwesternmost head of Con- 
necticut river. ‘This claim, however preposterous 
it may appear, has been pursu:d with a pertinaci- 
ty, zeal, and seriousness that perhaps entitle it to a 
sober answer. 

And first with regard to the starting point—the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia. Where is it? The 
terms of the treaty of 1783 inform us; “to wit: that 


angle which is formed by a line drawn due north 
from the source of the St. Croix river to the high- 
lands” “which divide those rivers that empty them- 
selves into the St. Lawrence from those which fall 
into the Atlantic ocean.” Weare not to stop at 
the first highlands on the course, nor the most 
mountainous lands, nor highlands of any description, 
other than those which divide the sources of the rwers 
aforesaid. This is an important and highly de- 
seriptive adjunct, which cannot be overlooked or 
disregarded without doing violence to the plainest 
principles of construction. Without il, the phrase 
“highlands” would be indefinite and indeterminate. 
With it, the meaning is too clear. and precise to 
leave any room for doubt oringenious construction. 


But what are the objections taken by the British 
Government to our position? First, it is said that, 
as a matter of fact, there are no “highlands” with- 
in the meaning of the treaty of 1783, where our 
north line, from the source of the St. Croix, termi- 
nates. Now, if we admit, for the sake of the ar- 
gument, that there is no mountain or large hill at 
the termination of our line, yet the denial of the 
existence of “highlands” at that place would seem 
to come with an ili grace from those who insist 
that Mars Hill is “highlands;” for, by a survey of 
Mr. Bouchette, a British topographical surveyor, 
made in 1815, it appears that the iand at the termi- 
nation of the American line is over 1600 feet above 
the level of the sea, while Mars Hillis only 1100. 
Land, 1100 feet high, is highland, but that which is 
1600 feet high, is not highland! To such gross ab- 
surdities do our adversaries find themselves driven 
to support an unjust and groundless claim, Bat, 
in relation to this point, we would advert to the 
circumstances under which this boundary was 
agreed upon in the treaty of 1783. It is admitted 
by both of the contending parties, that Mitchell’s 
map, published in 1755, is the only one which the 
negotiators of the treaty had before them at the 
time, and by which they were guided. At that 
time, but little accurate information had been ob- 
tained of the face of this part of the country; and, 
by.an inspection of Mitcheil’s map, it will be per- 
ceived that little else beside the rivers is attempted 
to be delineated. Consequently, by these, the ma- 
kers of the treaty must have been principally go- 
verned. Hence the selection of the very appro- 
priate and significant term “highlands.” ‘They 
perceived on the map two classes of rivers flowing 
in opposite directions—one Class into the river St. 
Lawrence, and the other into the sea—and that the 
sources of these rivers were divided by a narrow 
strip of land. With any knowledge, therefore, of 
the laws of nature, must they not have regarded 
this strip of land more elevated than that lying on 
either side of it? And not being aware of the ex- 
istence of mountains, none being laid down on 
Mitchell’s map, would there not seem to be a pe- 
culiar apposileness in the use of the term “high. 
lands?” 

Mars Hill cannot be the highlands intended in 
the treaty of 1783, (as contended for by the British 
Government,) because it is entirely destitute of the 
adjuncts named in the treaty. instead of being a 
continuous tract of elevated land, it is an insulated 
peak, or mountain. Again, and what ought to be 
regarded as conclusive upon the subject, it does 
not “divide the rivers that empty themselves into 
the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into 
the Atlantic ocean.” So far from this, it is one 
hundred miles from the sources of the rivers falling 
into the St. Lawrence, and divides two tributary 
streams of one river, to wil: the river St. Johns. 

Again: it is said by the British Government that 
the rivers Ristigouche and St. Johns are not rivers 
falling into the #éantic ocean, because they empty 


themselves, mediately, the first through the Gulfof 


St. Lawrence, and the latter through the Bay of 
Fundy. This argument, if it prove any thing, 
proves too much. If this position be tenable, then 
there were no rivers between the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia and the head of Connecticut river, 
falling into the Allanite ocean, inasmuch as all of 
them fall first into bays or sounds: the St. Croix 
into the Bay of Fandy, the Penobscot into a bay of 
ihe same name, the Kennebeck and Androscoggin 
into the Sagadahock, and the Connecticut into 
Long Island Sound. But the commissioners who 


| 


negotiated the treaty, certainly” did regard” some 
rivers between the points aforesaid as falling into 
the Atlantic ocean, for they are so expressly named. 
and described in the treaty. Does it not, ‘then, 
conclusively follow, that, in the view of the com- 
missioners, a river might be said to fall into, the’ 
Atlantic ocean, thoùgh it first discharged itself into 
a bay or sound? and if one of the rivers could be 
so regarded, by parity-of reason, might not all the 
others? aoe 

Again: that, the commissioners considered these 
bays and guifs as a part of the sea or Atlantic 
ccéan, may be gathered from the terms used by 
them in another part of the treaty. By the third 
article, it is provided ‘‘that the people of the United 
States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the right 
to take fish of every kind on the Grand Bank, and 
on ali the other banks of Newfoundland; also, in 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in 
the sea where the inhabitants of both countries 
used at any time heretofore to fish.” Here, it is 
perceived, they consider the Gulf of St. Lawrenc: 
as a part of the sea or Atlantic ocean. ; : 

Besides, the commissioners speak only of two 
classes of rivers, the first falling into the St. Law- 
rence river, and the Other into the Atlantic ocean, 
Now, as the Ristigouche and St. Johns certainly do 
not fall into the river St. Lawrence, to what class 
can they be assigned, but to those falling into the 
Atlantic ocean? 

But, without relying upon these clear and cogent 
proofs of the views and intentions of the commis- 
sioners, it is believed that the usual and common 
acceptation of the term sea or ocean embraces the 
bays, etc. before named. ‘Sea, in its general 
sense, embraces the whole body of salt waters on 
the globe. Its great subdivisions are designated by 
the names of Atlantic ocean, Pacific, Indian; Arctic, 
Antartic oceans, etc; and each of these is a general 
appeilation, embracing, when not specially or im- 
piiedly excluded, all tne bays, guis, and inlets, 
which are only portions cf such ocean, being formed 
by the indentures of the shores to which it extends, 
or by adjacant islands.” 

Bat the claim of the United States, thus clear 
and indisputable upon general reasoning, will be 
found net only to be justified, but rendered doubly 
certain, by reference to the documentary evidence 
in the case. : ; ; ë 

In the year 1763, the war between England and 
France resulted in a relinquishment by the fatter of 
al right to Nova Scotia, and a cession of Canada. 
Engiand then became the undisputed owner of both 
Provinces; and, during the same year, a Royal pro- 
clamation issued establishing boundaries to the 
Province of Quebec, or Lower Canada, ‘That por- 
tion of the proclamation applicable to this question, 
was in the following words, viz: 

“Whence the said line cros the river Si. Lawrence and the 
Lake Champlain, in 45d r s along 


a north latitude, p: 
ihe highlands which divide the rivers that empty themselves 
inta the seidriver St. Lawrence, from those which fali inte 
the sea, and aiso along the norta codsl of tie Bay of Chaleurs, 
and the coast of the Guifof St. Lawrence w Cape Rosieres.? 


In 1774, the foregoing boundaries were solemnly 
confirmed in an act of Parliament, entitled “An 
Act for making more effectual provision for the 
government of the Province of Quebec, in North 
America.” The words are as follows, viz: Bound- 
ed on the south by a line from the Bay of Chaleurs, 
along the highlands, which dwwide the rivers that empty 
themselves into the viver St. Lawrence from those which 
fall into the sea, loa pomt in 45° of northern lati- 
tude,” &c. 

The boundaries of Nova Scotia, as defined also 
in 1763, in the commission of the Governor, were 
in the following words, viz: 

“ Bounded on the westward by a Hr 
Sable, across the entravce of the Biy 
of the river St. Groix. dy the said risi 
a iine dracen due north, frem thence 


rawa frem Cape. 
y, torhe mouth 
tireo, ahd hy 
boundary 


čaki boui- 


to, Ac. 

Then followed the treaty of 1783, in which our 
boundaries are described as follows, viz: frony the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia, to wit: that angle 
which is formed by a Hine due north from the source 
of the St. Croix to the highlands; along the said 
highlands which divide the rivers that empty them- 
selves inte the St. Lawrence, from those which 
fall into the Atlantic ocean. to the northwestern 
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niost head of Connecticut river, “ east bya line to 
be. drawn along the middle of the tiver St. Croix, 
from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its source, 
and from its source directly north to. the aforesaid 
highlands, which divide the, rivers that fall into 
the Atiantic ocean from: those which’ fall into the 
river St. Lawrence.” No one can doubt, it is pre- 
sumed, that, by adopting nearly the same phraseology 


the makers of this treaty, intended to place the. 


boundaries of the United States where the boun- 
davies of Nova Scotia and Canada were establish- 
ed bythe foregoing proclamation, zet, and com- 
mission, and that the terms and phrases were 
used in the same sense. Indeed this position has 
been assumed by the British Government itself, 
and constitutes the basis ofan argument by Mr.Chip- 
man, the British agent, under the treaty of 1794, 
the object then being to ascertain what river was 
intended by the St. Croix, and this question about 
the highlands and northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
tiot then having entered into the imagination of 
than, G $ 

Between the period of the establishment of a se- 
parate Government for Lower Canada, (1763,) and 
the definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain 
and. the United States, (1783,)a great number of 
British maps were compiled and published, in 
Which the boundaries of Nova Scotia and Quebec 
are delineated, precisely in accordance with the 
present claim of the United States: the western 
line of Nova Scotia crossing the St. Johns, and 
extending to the highlands; while not one can be 
found agreeing with the present pretensions of Great 
Britain. The titles of some of thes maps, wilh the 
times of publication, are as follows, viz: 

_§1763.—A new map of the British Dominions in North Ame- 
rica, with the limits of the Governnients annexed thereto by the 
late treaty of peace, and settled by proclamation, October 7th, 
1763. Bngraved by F. Kitchin; geographer, for the Annual Re 
gister of 1763. 

“1769.—A new and accurate map of the British Dominions 
in North America, according to the treaty of 1763, divided into 
the several provincesand jurisdictions. Projected upon the best 
authoritiesand astronomical observations, by Thos. Kitchin, geo- 
grapher. ' Engraved for Knox’s History othe Warin America, 

_1765.—A map of North America, by J. Pahuret, with con- 
siderable alterations and improvements from LD’ Auville, Miteh- 
ell, ahd Bellin, by L. Delarochette. 

“1766.—A mapofthe Briteh Dominions in North America, 
as settled by the late treaty of peace, 1763. J. Ride. 

14770.— British Empire in North America, wah che West fa. 
dia isles, annexed to Wynno’s History. 

#177L—A new and accurate map of North America, from 
the famous Mr. D’ Anvilte, deo. Also, the new divisions, we 
coring to the late treaty of peace; hy Poter Bell, geographer, 

61772-A map ofthe British Daniuntous in North Amecica, 
accoriing to the treaty of 1763; by Pater Ball, geographer. 

_“1775.—North America and the West Tudiew, with the oppo- 
site coasts of Europe and Africa, Published according to act 
of Parliament. 

“1776,—A new map of the province of Quebec, according to 
the rora proclamation of the 7th of October, 1763; from the 
French surveys, connected with those made after the war, by 
Captain Carver, and other officers in his Majesty’s service. 
Sayer and Bennett. 

“1776.—A generat map of the Northern British colouies in 
America, which comprehends the province of Quebec, the Go- 
yvernment of ‘Newfounland, Nova Scoua, New Fingland, and 


New-York; from the waps published by the Admiralty and. | 


Board of Trade, &c. 

“V777—A new and correct map of North America, with the 
West India islands, divided according to the last treaty of peace, 
soncluded at Paris, 10th February, 1763; wherein are particu- 
larly distinguished the several provinces and colonies which 
compose th? British Empiiy; laid down according to the Jatest 
surveys, and corrected from the original materials of Governor 
Pownall, member of Parliament. 


*1777--The British colonies in North America. By Wiliam | 


Fadon, . , 

1778,—A new map of North America, from the latest disco- 
veries, Bagraved for Carvers Travels.” o 

During this period also, in all the commissions to 
the several Governors of Nova Scotia and Canada, 
the description of boundary is the same, correspond- 
ing with the royal proclamation of 1763, and all the 
maps before enumerated. T 

From 1783 down to 1814, numerous British 
maps- were published, in all of which the bounda- 
ries of thé United States and the British Provinces 
correspond with the boundaries between these pro- 
vinces and Maine, as defined in all the maps prior 
to 1783; the titles of some of them are as follows, 
viz: 

41793, Feb. 9.—The United S:ates of America. with the Bri- 
tish possessions of Canada, Nuva Scatia, Newfoundland, &c. 
é&c, according to the preliminary articles of peace signed at Ver- 
gailles the 20th of January, 1783. R, Sayer and J. Bennett. — 

41783 —=A new and correct map of North America, in which 


the places ofthe principal engagements during the present wat 
are accurately inserted, and the boundaries, as settled by treaty 


of 1783, clearly marked. J. Dew. ae ce 
č «1784, April3.-The United States 'of America, laid down. į 


from the, bost.authorities, agreeably tothe peace of 1783. By 
John Wallis. - London. - . f 
1763, July 16.—-An accurate map of the United States ol 


America, with part of the surrounding provinces, agreeably to 
the treaty of peace of 1783. Jobo Cary. London 

“J782,—-The United States of North America, with the British 
asd spanish torrkories, accordmg to the treaty. By William 
Paster, fu 
_ “1783, October 2.—A hew map of the United States of Ame- 
riea, wit k the British American dominions on that continent, 
&c, Ry Samuet Duna, mathematician; improved from. the 
surveys of Capt. Carver, 

“Bowice's new four sheet map of North America.and tho 
West Indies, exbibinng the extent and boundaries of the United 
States, the British dominions, &e > the whole complied and laid 
dewn froin the best authoriies. London. £ 

“1784 — Bowlea's new pocket map of the United States of 
America, the British possesstous of Crnada, Neva Scotia, New: 
pundan ke- as senled by the preliminary articles of peace 
signed at Versailles the 20) of January, 1793. London. 

V1734.—A new and carrect map of North America, with tho 
West India Islands, divided according to the last treaty of peace, 
concluded at Paris the Wih of January, 1733, wherein are par- 
ticularly distinguished the thirteen provinces which compose 
the United States of North America. By Matthew Albert and 
Gaurge Frederic Letter. 

SIFA — Brion dela Tour's Etats Unis d’Amerique, &e. Paris, 

17S. —A Lew mop at North America, with the West India 
islands, divided according t0 the ‘preliminary articles of peace 
signed ar Versailles 20th Jannary, 1783, whereln ave particularly 
disnnguished the United Siates and the several provinces, g0- 
vernmerts, ds. whieh compose the British dominions, and còr- 
recio i from the original materials of Governor Pownall, mem- 
ber of Parhament. 

“Poh. Same map. Leaves 

1794. now map of the whole continent of America, di- 
vided io North and South, and West Indies, wherein are ex- 
actly deserited the United States of North America, as well as 
the several Nuropean possessions, according to the prehmina> 
ries of peace rigned at Versailles January 20, 1753, œe. By 
Laurie and Whittle, London, 

“1794.--A new map of North America, agrecably to the latest 
aiscoverias, Landan, 

“1794.—A map of te United States of America, with part of 
the adjaining pravinces, fiom the fatest authorities, 

‘1795.—~A map of North America and the West Indies. By 
L. D. S, De La Rochete. London. 


“1890.--Ameriea, divided into North and South, with their 
several sub-divishone, and the newest discoveries. By Laurie 
and White, London. 


“1703,.-D. F. Saltzman’s Maine. Hamburg. Carl Earnest 
BSH. Mop of the British Colonies and the United States of 
North Ameries. J. Locket? 

Since 1814, several have been published, in 
which it iz believed the old well-known and woll- 
established line is adhered to. Atall events, there 
is one now suspended in the room of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, drawn by Mr. Bouchette, 
under British aothority, in 1815, in which the 
t Province of Maine” is placed in large capitals 
across the now disputed territory, and on which the 
highlands are delineated, as of old. 

But T should not be pardoned for dwelling longer 
upon this point, though there are many arguments, 
and cogent ones too, net yet noticed. Some of them 
were pressed upon your attention by my colleague, 
with a clearness and force I could not equal, should 
I attempt it. If his arguments vpon this point shall 
have had the effect opon the minds of members 
which they ought, I shall be satisfied, and the ob- 
ject I have had in view obtained. 

And now Jet me inquire, what mortal can say 
there is any doubt about the tide of Maine to this 
territory? Is it not established by the most clear 
and indubitable evidence, and most of if, too, de- 
rived from the adversary nation itself? EL will not 
believe, that an individual can be foand this side the 
Atlantic, who will disparage our title, or admit that 
there is any doubt about it. a 

if then, the tile of Maine is clear and ind'sputa- 
ble, why not pass this bill? H asks merely that the 
line should be run and marked. Is it not the duty 
of the General Governmentto maintain the integri- 
ty of our territory? No one will deny that it is so, 
Ly virtue of the express provisions of our constita- 
tional compact. Why not then take this single step 
towards discharging a most solemn, obligation? 
What motives or what causes can be assigned to 
justify a refusal to do what you have agreed to do? 
I trust that gentlemen will give this matter a proper 
consideration, and not permit. the constitutional 
rights of Maine any longer to be overlooked or dis- 
regarded. 

Will any gentleman say that we should continue 
to solicit Great Britain to enter upon negotiations 
touching this matter—neZoliaiens not to procure a 
relinguishment of territory wrongfully wrested from 
us, bat simply to run the line? I would invite such 
gentleman to examine. the. correspondence which 
has been held between the two Governments for the 
last six years. It will farnish.the most indubitable 
proof that nothing is to be expected from sich a 
course. That, so long as Great Britain is permit- 
mitted to hold the actual possession of Madawaska, 
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and have freé. intercommunication~ between: her: 
Provinces, ‘she: will: be very willing that we:should 
dillydally. with negotiations titl doomsday. 6 caiey 

Let me call the attention of the Housa toa few. of: 
the declarations of ihe :-British -Government, made 
ina eed aria with this Government since: Jus 
ly, 1832, egg hall feat ye ea has PIKE 

After the rejection of thé award by the Senate of 
the United States, Mr. Livingston; then Secretary of 
State, in a letter:to° Mr. Bankhead, dated July 21, 
1832, invited a negotiation upon the:subject for. the 
purpose of settling the line according to-the treaty 
of 1783. ee : et 

Sir Charles R. Vaughan, in ‘a'reply.to this, by 
letter, dated April 14, 1833, says: : 

“SYig Majesty’s Government regret that they cannot disove _ 
in this proposal any.probable means of arriving at a settlement 
of this diffichlt. question. Jt appears to his Majesty’s. Govern: 
ment to be ufferiy hopeless to attempt to find out, at this time 
of day, by means of a new negotiation, an assumed line of boun- 
dary.” 5 a np 
Again: in reply toa letter of Mr Livingston, in 
which he suggests the principle: of making courses 
yield to monuments, Mr. Vaughan says, in a letter 
bearing date May 11, 1833: 2 ; 

“Tho undersigned is convinced that it is Hopeless. to expect & 
favorable result from a renewed. negotitation upon that sub-. 
fee eek sigh hes, A k 
Again, in the samé letter, he says: or 

“It is the duty ef the undersigned to transmit immediately to 
his Government the note of Mr. Livingston; but, at. the same 
time, he cannot resist from inviting. tho: Secretary. of State. of 
the United States to offer, without waiting the result of tha, 
reference, some more prompt nad efficient measures lor the geta 
tlament of the boundary than the renéwal of a‘negoriation ewan 
tnudmisarble basis, or recourse again to commissioners ‘of 
Youndary,’’ etc. oie bean} gle dec ae a 

“u Inadmissible basis!” What was that basis? Why, 
the treaty of 1783. A treaty signed bythe British 
Government, in which our boundaries are agteed 
upon in the most clear, explicit, and unambiguous 
terms, is set aside by that very, Government as ‘an 
inadmissible basis for running and settling ‘the line! 
Will gentlemen, after this, tell us thal we should 
still persevere in our hitherto abortive attempts at 
negotiation}—that we ‘should coax the British Go- 
vernment a little longer, under the possibility that. 
she may relent at last, and unsay what she has so 
often and so emphatically said? I will not believe 
that Maine is to be thus insulted. If there is to be 
any farther hegotiation—any. new. proposition-in 
the name ofa proper self-respect, Jet it come from: 
the British Government. 9 aa S D a 

But Jet us look a litte. farther. at this correspon- 
dence. Ina letter of Mr. Vaughan, dated May 31, 
1833, he says further: i i 

“Irappears ta the undersigned that the time is now arrived 
when this perplexed and hitherto interminable question can 
only be setat rest by an abandonment of the defective descrip- 
tiun of boundary contained tn the treaty, by the two Govern. 
nichts mutually agreeing upon a gonventional Jine of boun- 
dary more tonvenient tw both parties than those insisted upon 
by the commassioners of boundary under the fifth article df. the 
treaty of,Ghent, or the line suggested by the King of the 
Netherlands.” : 

In the same letter he adds: 

“The propositions of Mr. Livingston very justly’ provides 
against any deviation eastward from the direct northtine from 
the St, Croix; but the operation which it contemplates is still 
so restricted to dhe terms of the treuty, thatthe basis of it ia’ 
thesame as that which the undersigned has been instructed: by 


. his Government to inform the Government of the United Bates: 


that it was hopeless to negotiate upon.” pein 

Here, again, the treaty stipulations are. rejected, 
and it is substantially declared to be hopeless to, ne- 
gotiate further, unless we give up our poor. purita- 


ng the. 


de of 


question submuted to him, yet,.by way of mfe- 


rence, he had decided seven. other 
then adds: ee: as ‘ 

“Now, whether the two parties adopt the mode of seulement: 
recommended by the arbiter, and agree to divide between them,. 
ia some proportion or othe; the disputed territory, or whether’ 
they shall. iii] make. another ateempt to. trace «a “boundary in 
strict conformity with the words of the treaty, 1 either. case, Jt. 
appears to hig Majesty’«. Government that.it, would be necessa- 
ry to adopt these soven décisions of the arbiter as & ground- 


points; and he 


work for further proceedings; and itseemme thanio satisfac 
tory or useful resali could be obtajded from: she Joca survey ; 


` proposed by the American Government, until the two. parties 
are agreed-upon these seven points.” 
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Now I ask the House to look at this proposition 
in all its naked deformity, and then to say, whether 
a proposition of a more insulting character could 
be made. A case is submitted to an arbiter, to wit: 
to settle a boundary line according to the terms of a 
treaty. He, pretending to find great difficulties in 
his way, declines deciding, setting forth his views 
at large in a report, and closing with his advice to 
the parties, to adjust the disnate in a particular 
way, ullerly at variance with the terms of the trea- 
ty. Bot, as the arbiter had travelled out of ‘bis 
commission, had advised merely, when by aecepting 
the papers he had agreed to decide, and had con- 
founded “highlands” with the bed of a river, the 
award is rejected-and cet aside as of no validity 
or effect. . : 

Some years afterwards, when another attempt is 
made to settle the difficulty, one of the parties hunts 
up the old repert of the arbiter, and endeavors to 
show that the arbiter, arguendo at least, had decided 
seven points subsidiary to the main question, which 
he did not decide, and insists that these seven points 
shall be made the “ groundwork for further procecd- 
ings;” in effect, insisting on a right to pick out of 
the award all that they consider as particularly fa- 
vorable to themselves, and throwing the rest away! 
Now I ask, what can be more insulting than this? 
I ask if the history of diplomacy can show its pa- 
rallel, and if we are willing to submit to this degra- 
dation any longer? But this is not all. In a letter 
of Mr. Vaughan to Mr. Forsyth, dated December 
8, 1834, he says: “His Majesty’s Government 
trust that the American Cabinet will be prepared 
to agree with that of his Majesty as to the construc- 
tion to be put upon this passage of the treaty, and 
will concur in deciding that the Atlantic rivers 
which are to guide the commissioners in searching 
for the highlands deseribed in the treaty, are those 
rivers which fall into the sea to the westward of the 
mouth of the river. St. Croix.” That is, the St. 
Johns and Ristigouche are not Atlantic rivers; and 
he adds: “The undersigned is instracted to repre- 
sent to Mr. Forsyth that his Majesty’s Government 
consider a clear agreement between the two Go- 
vernments on this point to be an indisputable preli- 
minary to the establishment of any new commis- 
sion ef survey.” And subsequently, he says, after 
alluding to the arbitration of the King of the Ne- 
therlands, the British Government “ cannot now con- 
sent to refer it to any other arbitration.” 

Here we have it, in express terms, that the Bri- 
tish Government will not submit the matter to erbi- 
tration at any. rate, and will not consent even to 
have a survey, unless we will agree to their “ indis- 
putable preliminary,” to wit: that the St. Johns and 
Ristigouche are not Atlantic rivers; that is, they 
will not consent to enter npon a course to ascertain 
the line, unless we will first admit that we Rave no 
case; for I regard the acknowledgment that the St. 
Johns and Ristigouche are not Atlantic rivers, as 
equivalent to it. But, to cap the climax in this 
series of insulting propositions, let me quote once 
more from the letter of Mr. Bankhead to Mr. For- 
syth, dated December 28, 1835. “His Majesty’s 
Government, however, do not the less lament that 
the advances which they have made have. been 
fruitless; but with their regret is mingled the satis- 
factory consciousness which they feel, that, in ma- 
king those advances, they have gone to the utmost 
extent to which a due regard to the honor and inte- 
rests of the British Crown could permit them to 
go.” Honor and interests of the British Crown! 
What sort of honor is that. which unblushingly and 
wantonly refuses to abide by the solemn stipulations 
ofatreaty? But they bave a “satisfactory con- 
sciousness” in contemplating the ‘ advances” they 
have made. ‘ Advances!” What advances have 
they made, but to advance upon our territory, and 
then insisting upon our agreeing that they are 
right, before they will consent to inquire into the 
legality of such an advance. They have, to be 
sure, made “advances,” but they are upon our 
patience and good nature; they are a wanton 
trampling upon our rights. 

But, sir, I will not occupy the time of the House 
longer with this branch of the subject. I have not 
read all from the correspondence bearing upon the 
point 1 have been considering, lest I should fatigue 
the House; but only enough to show that it is 


ulterly “ hopeless,” as the British Government say, 
to expect any thing further from invitations on our 


part to protract this correspondence ; and E think” 


every member who has listened to me must be $a- 
tisfied of that. Wheat, then, shall be done? Shall 
Great Britain be permitted to remaiv in the quiet 
and undisturbed possession and use of our property, 
without making one single effort on our part to 
procure its resteration? Shall we tamely submit 
to the degradation of being plundered ef our pro- 
perty, and then spend years in soliciting the plun- 
derer to agree upon some mode in which the lega- 
lity of his conduct may be tried? Itrust not. It 
will not be in accordance with that spirit which has 
hitherto distinguished the American character. It 
would argue a weakness and pusillanimity disgrace- 
ful 10 us in the last degree, and cannot, I am con- 
fident, find advocaies upon this floor. 

Whar. then, shall be done?’ Shall we go to war? 
Į answer, no; uuless the surveying and marking 
our Hse, and resisting all forcible auempis to take 
our property from us, be war. I profess to be ihe 
friend of pease, and would not rashly and unneces- 
sarily embroil our country in difficullies which 
would fresult in war; but, in this case, I have not 
the remotest suspicion. that the measure proposed 
could have so disastrous and unhappy a result 
Let this step be taken, and the whole question is 
settled. Great Britain, when she sees a determina- 
tion, on the part of the General Government, to 
have this question settled, and to cause Maine to 
he restored te her possessions, will agree upon 
terms at once. When delay shall become dan- 
gerous to her interests, depend upon it she will delay 
no longer. A rupture of the peaceful relations 
subsisting between that country and this would be 
one of the last things that Great Britain could re- 
gard as desirab's. Nor will she permit it, when it 
is so easily avoided. 

The President, in his last annual message, holds 
the following language upon this subject: 

“ Of pending questions, the most important is that which 
exists with the Government of Great Britain, in respect to our 
northeastern boundary. It is with unfeigned regret that the 
people of the United States must look back upon the abortive 
efforts made by the Executive, for a period of more than half 
acentury, to determine, what no nation should suffer long to 
remain in dispute, the true tine which divides its possessions 
fiom those of other powers. The nature of the settlements on 
the borders of the United States, and of the neighboring terri- 
tory, wes for a season such, that this, perhaps, was not indis- 
p nsable to a faithful performance of the duties of the Fedcral 
Government. Time has, however, changed this state of things, 
and has brought about a condition of affairs, in which the true 
interests of both countries imperatively require that this ques- 
tion should be put at rest. It is not to be disguised that, with 
full confidence, often expressed, in the desire of the British 
Government to terminate it, we are apparently as far from its 
adjustment as wə were at the time of signing the treaty of 
peace in 1783. The sole result of long pending negotiations, 
and a perplexing arbitration, appears to be a conviction, on its 
part, that a conventional line must be adopted. from the impos- 
sibility of ascertaining the true one accor - 
tion Contained in that treaty. Without coincid 
nion, which is not thought to be weil founded S 
gave the strongest proof of the earnest desire uf the United 
States to terminate. satisfactorily, this dispute, by proposing the 
substitution of a conventional line, if the coaseat of the States 
interested in the question could be obtained. To this proposi- 
tion no answer has as yet been received. The attention of the 
British Government has, however. been urgently invited to the 
subject, aml its reply cannot, T am confident, be much longer 
delayed. The general relations between Great Britain and the 
United States are of the most friendly character, and I am well 
satisfied of the sincere disposition of that Government to mam- 
tain them upon their present footing. This disposition has 
also, I am persuaded, become more general with the people of 
England than at any previous period. It is scarcely necessary 
to say to you how cordially it is reciprocated by the Govern- 
ment and people of the United States. The conviction, which 
must be common to all, of the injurious consequences that re- 
sult from keeping open this irritating question, and the cer- 
tainty that its final setdement cannot be much longer deferred, 
will. I trust, lead to an early and satisfactory adjustment. At 
your last session, T laid before you the recent communications 
b-tween the two Governments, and between this Government 
and that of the State of Maine, in whose solicitude, concerning 
a subject in wich she has so deep an interest, every portion of 
the Union participates.” 

In this, the President manifests that friendship for 
Maine, regard for her interests, and mild bat firm 
purpose to maintain them, which has ever charac- 
terized his course npon this subject, in the several 
capacities in which he has been called to act. The 
London Times, of December 27th, understands the 
message as we do. In regard to that part of it 
touching this subject, it holds the following lan- 
guage: “From the tone and spirit of so much of 
the message now alluded to as is connected with 
this New Brunswick controversy, it appears natural 


to predict that it will not be suffered by the present 
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Government of the United States to remain iach 
longer unsettled.” The President says that no nation 
should long suffer its boundaries to remaiii. in ‘dis- 
Does Congress doubt this? or will they co- 
cperate with him in that action which the trath of 
such a position demands? He says the tre interests 


| of both countries imperatively require that this ques- 


tion should be put at, reste Will Congress say it 
should be kept open? or will they unite their efforts 
with these of the Executive to put it to rest? He 
says he does not coincide in the opinion of the Bri- 
tish Government, that this boundary line cannot be 
run according to the treaty of 1783, and that a 
conventional jine mast be adopted. ‘Will Congress 
sustain him in this? or will they tell us to negotiate 
and make the best bargain we can? I trust not. 
The time has arrived when some decisive step 
should be taken. Let there be union, energy, and 
firmness among the different branches of the 
Government upon this subject; Jet them manifest 
the deierminaiion to submit to nothing wrong, as 
well as to ask for nothiog but what is right, and 
this long-vexed question will be terminated and 
settled forthwith. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


SPEECH OF MR. MORRISS, 
Or Ono, | 

In Senate, March, 1838-—-Upon the bill “ to impose 
additional duties, 2s depositaries, upon certain 
public officers, to appoint Receivers General of 
public money, and to regulate the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys 
of the United States.” 
Mr. MORRIS addressed the Senate as follows: 
Mr. Presipent: It is buta day or two since I 


| remarked to the Senate that, at the commencement 
i of this debate, I had not the least intention what- 
i ever to take any part therein. 


I should yet adhere 
to that original resolution, did not existing circum- 
stances now almost compel me toa change. It 1s 
neither the pieasure of speaking, or the pride of 
being heard, that now induces me to throw myseif 
upon the notice and indulgence of the Senate. 
After so much has been said, after the most eloquent 
tongues and strongest minds seem to be. wearied 
and exhausted on the subject, it would be arrogance 
in me to suppose that I can add either force to the 
argument, or cast any additional light on this long- 
contested question. I shall not attempt to enter the 
wide field of debate, which gentlemen have spread 
before us. I shall confine myself to the mere ex- 
pression of opinion on the great principles involved 
in the bill, and in the arguments which have been 
urged both in favor and against it, and such rea- 
sons and arguments as have been suggested to my 
mind in support of such opinions. I took my seat, 
Mr. President, in this body, with sentiments formed, 
and often expressed, as to the nature and powers of 
this Government, and how far it was connected 
with, or ought to influence, ihe Governments of the 
States. All the arguments that have been used on 
this important and delicate subject, (the subject of 
currency,) have more or less involved these im- 
portant topics. Ihave, sir, listened with some at- 
tention, and examined with some care, the argu- 
ments used, and the positions assumed, by gentle- 
men on both sides of the House; and I have done 
so, I hope, with an impartial mind, as I know I 
have for the purpose of correcting my course, 
should I discover that Į have been in error. But, 
sir, I am compelled to say that I have not been able 
to discover any substantial or abiding reason to 
shake the principles upon which I have heretofore 
relied, or that would justify a change in the course 
I have steadily and firmly pursued. Sir, to my 
mind, there has been more of description than of 
fact; more of fancy than of reason, in all that has 
been said. Truth has been covered over by fic- 
tion, and reason has been lost in imagination; and 
though we nave had peal upon peal of bright and 
thrilling eloquence, yet let it be remembered that 
fiction, imagination and fancy, are the fields in 
which eloquence delights to roam; and in the exer- 
cise of its power there, it can most fascinate, con- 
trol, disturb, and agitate the public mind. Sir, we 
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are told that this is now the state of the public mind 
in this country; that it is, upon the present question, 
deeply excited, and violently agitated. Without 
admitting, I wil not, for sake of the argument, 
deny the fact; but, sir, it is worth y of grave consi- 
deration what has been the main vause, and among 
what portion of our citizens this agitation exists. 
It is true, that legislative bodies have spoken, that 
public meetings have spoken: but have the people, 
the great body of your intelligent yeomanty, spo- 
ken? I answer no. It is the politicians and the 
wading community aLonr that have spoken; and 
wanting the sure foundation of truth, and the basis 
of the Constitution on which to rest their argu- 
ments, they have resorted to declamation, to fiction, 
imagination and fancy, to rouse the peoprs to their 
aid. It has been urged upon us that this phospho- 
ric light proceeds from the genuine blaze of public 
feeling. I cannot believe it, 

Sir, allusions have been often made in the de- 
bate on this bill, to instructions sent here from the 
Legislatures of the different States. I feel myself 
involved in those allusions; and before I proceed 
to examine the great principles of the question be- 
fore us, I must ask the indulgence of thé Senate to 
adjust, settle, and cancel this private account, so 
far as it. respects myself. A demand which the 


Legislature of my own State have made upon me, | 
spe- | 


and, like the banks, I feel disposed to refuse 
tific payment. It is true, sir, that this honorable 
body have no particular interest in this matter. It 
is a question alone between a member and his con- 


stituents; but payment is demanded here, and here, | 


if any where, the battle is to be fought, the protest 
entered, and the answer given. Had my honora- 
ble colleague, when he presented the resolution 
and declaration of our State, have felt it proper to 
have madeany remarks, I should have availed my- 
self of that opportunity to have said then what I 
feel my indispensable duty to say now. I rejoice 
that the General Assembly of my State has thought 
proper to express their opinions and sentiments on 
the present occasion. 1 consider it not only the 
right, but the duty, of the States. to watch, with 
Jealous care, every action of the General Govern- 
ment; for on their vigilance, as well as virtue, must 
depend, in a great degree, the purity, perpetuity, 
and safety, of that liberty which was intended to be 
secured to each and every citizen by the institu- 
tions of our common country. It is of ne impor- 
tance, sit, whether I do or do not concur in the par- 
ticular opinions and sentiments expressed by the 
Legislature of my State. The great principle of 
instruction remains forever the same. To protect 
and preserve the public liberty, promote the inte- 
rest and welfare of the country, by reproof, admo- 
nition, and instruction, to’ them with whom they 
have instrusted, even for a short period, a portion 
of their power, is not only the right, but the duty, 
of the constituent body. Believing, then, as I do, 
in the right of instruction, I find myself differing, 
however, with gentlemen who hold the same doc- 
trine, in the origin, force, and binding efficacy, of 
that right. I cannot believe that the doctrine uf 
instruction ought to be so exercised as to make void, 
abridge, change, or alter, the will of the people as 
expressed in constitutional forms, or to require 
their representatives te do either a dishonest or dis- 
honorable act. F hold that the Constitution is the 
every day expressed will of the people, and cannot 
be altered or changed in any other mode than that 
provided in the instrament itself. That when the 
power of the constituent body was exercised in the 
appomtment to oflice, they had a right not only to 
the person appointed, but to his then known and 
expressed opinions also, for the constitutional term 
for which they elected him. I consider that the 


man and his political opinions are chosen together. ` 


The obligation I consider mutual, that the incum- 
bent shall hold, forthe constitutional term, and those 
who elecied him shall have the benefit of tis opi- 


nion (the very cause, no doubt, of his election) dur- : 


ing the same term. The correct doetrine, in my 
opinion, is, that those who have the power of elec- 
tion, for the time being, in their hands, have the 
right to the Government of the country during the 
period for which those eleċted can hold their of- 


cial” stations.” Our‘safety against the abuse of 


power, or the existence of ‘any permanent evil in 


the country, brought upon it by any act of the Go- 
vernment, is found in the frequency of elections. 


į I have always believed, sir, that, under our form 


of Government; the will of the people, as expressed 
by their representatives, was obligatory upon all, 
until altered or abrogated by the same will, èx- 
pressed in the same constitutional form. I hold, 


therefore, that the will of the people of the. State | 


which I have the honor in part to represent here, 
as expressed by the Legislature in my election as 
Senator, is, in all cases ‘in which my opinion 
was known, at that time, to that body, obli> 
gatory during the constitutional term, not only 
upon myself, but upon the State I represent, 
so far as my Single voice can go, during 
that tem., If this not the true case, lam unable 
to see any thing like safety or stability in our sys- 
tem of Government. If the present Legislature 
of my State can justly, by way of instructions, re- 
quire me to change my opinion, I cannot see why I 
should not be equally justifiable in saying I had 
changed myself, and thus play false with those who 
were my immediate constituents. If doctrine of 
this kind can be sustained and brought into prac- 
tice, instead of writen laws and constitutions, by 
Which alone liberty can exist, all our rights would 
depend on unwriten laws, promulgated hy the 
breath of popular opinion, and brought into action 
by some momentary and exciting cause; and in- 
stead of sustaining principle, would operate on 
men, and would eventually be found to carry into 
effect its mandates by mobs and violence. The 
General Assembly of my State seemed to be aware 
of the great fundamental truths I have suggested, 
and have disclaimed the power to give binding in- 
structions to their co-ordivate representatives in 
Congress. That instructions are not legally bind- 
ing will, I think, be admitted by all; but this, in- 
stead of weakening, strengthens the moral obliga- 
tion to obey. It is that obligation, when required 
by the voice of public opinion—no matter in what 
particular form expressed—that enjoins obedience on 
the representative. Viewing, then, the resolution and 
declaration of the General Assembly of Ohio in this 
light, so far as I am concerned, Lam willing, nay, I 
feelit my duty, to acknowledge their instructions, in 
the same manner as if they had been conveyed jn 
the most positive terms and approved form. I feel 
satisfied the General Assembly so intended, for they 
commended the opinions and sentiments therein 
contained to our consideration and concurrence. | 
will not, fora moment, sir, deal unfaithfully with 
my State, or with the Legislature, by taking advan- 
tage, by any technical evasion, of what I believe to 
have been the (rue intent aud meaning of the Le- 
gislature in the passage of the resolution they have 
sent us, 

Ihave given, sir, to this resolution and decla- 
ration my most serious attention, and, F trust, I 
have done so without any party feeling or party 
spirit; and Lam unable to discover but two impor- 
tant objects which the Legislature had in view. 
The first is the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public tands amongst the several States, and the 
other the establishment, by Congress, of a United 
States Bank. Al other propositions assumed or 
laid claim to, } believe, were considered as auxi- 
lary to these, and of minor importance. I consi- 
der the resolution as instructing me to vote for 
both those measures, should they be brought before 
the Senate, and against any measure that was cal- 
culated to defeat either. The question now for me 
to deeide is, am I bound, or ought I to obey? My 
answer is, I am under no moral or political obliga- 
tion todo so. Shall E, then, resign my seat here? 
Not for this cause. h was, sir, a well known and 
notorious fact, at the time J had the honor to be 
elected to a seat in this body, that 1 was opposed to 
a distribution of the proceeds. of the public lands 
amongst the several Staies, and also to the esta- 
blishment ofa National Bank by Congress. I be- 
lieved then, as I believe now, that both those mea- 
sures are not within the constitutional power of 
this Government; and I have no doubt but. the 
members of the present General Assembly of my 
State will do me the justice to recognise this faci. 
i contend, then, that this was the opinion of the 
Legislature that elected me to the office. of Senator 
in this body. I therefore most respectfully beg leave 


Tne Eae 


to change the question with the present General As- 
sembly, and in my tum, ask them if they did notex- 


-pect and believe that every perso which they have 


or should elect to office- would. faithfully “carry 
out the principles and. doctrines which induced his 
election? And, ‘if it: was. now. the: proper -time 
for. the election. of .a Senator: to Congress; would 

they not look for, and: select a man who weuld de- 

fend, and faithfully support, and vote for the prin- 

ciples contained in the.resolution which they have 

sent us, and. would . they not: deem iim base and 

unworthy, if for any cause or motive, he would 
betray the trust thus confided to his hands? Sir, 

as far as I am personally acquained with the mem- 
bers of the present General Assembly of my State, I 

know them to.be men of honorable minds, and high 

moral. worth; and I believe all the others are of 
like character, and I will venture to answer for 
them in the affirmative to the question Uhave put. 
If faith thus plighted, and thus relied on, by which 
an important official station had been conferred 
was to be broken by instructions afterwards given, 
the most’ gross imposition upon the country ‘night, 
and no doubt would, often take place... An impor- 
tant question is before the public, which-must be 
decided by Congress. A.United:States Senator is 
to be chosen who will have a vote on this ques- 
tion; the people have that object: in view in the 
election of their State Legislatures; a large majority 
of members are returned on one. side of that. ques~ 
tion; they respond to the will of. their constituents, 
and elect a. man to the Senate of the United States 
professedly in favor of the will of that majority; 
the people have confidence in his integrity, they 
know his term of service is six years, and no other 
topic exists in which so deep an interest is felt. 
Many at the succeeding election neglect: to attend 
the polls; chance, accident, or mere neglect, produces 
the election of a different set of men; with different 
political views to the next Legislaturé. They instruct 
the Senator, who has but barely taken “his seat, 
to vote against his known, and expressed opinions, 
expressed at the time of his clection, and, of course, 
against the opinions and principles of those who 
elected him. Shallhe obey, and thus deceive his im- 
mediate contituents, and lay a foundation for the 
practice of every political fraud? Iwill submit the 
question, sir, to the people T have the honor to: repre- 
seut here, as well. as. the Legislature, ands I -am 
much mistaken indeed, if the response ‘from both 
will not be that the representative ought to do his 
duty faithfully to the best of his ability, as he had 
engaged to do at the-time of his-election. Noman 
has a more profound respect for the Legislature 
of his State than I have for mine, and this respect 
is not in the least degree abated, nor ought it to be, 
because the present: Legislature is, as I understand, 
of different political opinions with myself, I view 
their rights and my duty the same. as it were other- 
wise; and { believe in this parucular case, in re- 
fusing obedience to the resolution now before me, 
Lam, in fact, but carrying into practice the docirines 
which the present legislative body itself would 
acknowledge correct. In all new cases, or cases in 
which the opinion of a representative was not known 
atthe time of his election, he ought to obey the 
instractions of the constituent body, or: resign his 
seat. I speak in no invidious sense when I-say- { 
hold the Virginia doctrine correct on this subject. 
There may be cases, however, in which. the repre- 
sentative may be fall convinced, that disobedience 
is the only alternative left him to save his country 
from some impending danger: in such.anmevent, hë 
ought to throw himself into the breach, but” he 
should immediately thereafter surrender- his trust. 
But, sir, there is no circumstance, in-my opinion, 
that would justify my holding':a’ seat here, and 
giving a vote that both my judgment and conscience 


Should condemn, because I was instracted to: do so 


by any power upon earth. I regret my peculiar 
situation has rendered. it necessary that the time. 
of the Senate, on the present occasions should: be. 
taken up with this explanation of my views; butas 
other States have instructed their Senators, asto 
the vote they shall give on -the present bill noone; 
Ltust, will believe that-L have; without reason, thas 
far overlooked. the immediate question beforeaws: : 

What, sir, then, is that question? dWispdaes there 
exist a vital inherent- power in.this.“Govertiiient, 
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that Congress can cali into action, for the purpose 
of preserving and Keeping safely the money contri- 
buted, by the people, for the purpose of carrying on 
the functions of Government, - between the time of 
its collection and disbursement in pursuance of 
law, and that, too, without any foreign or extrane- 
ous aid?. To a plain and honest’man, unacquaint- 
ed with the intrigues. of-office, orjthe wiles of specu- 
lators, to ask this question, would be ‘to answer it. 
Yet such only is the main object. of the bill before 
us, which has met with so much opposition, and 
been so vehemently denounced by gentlemen on the 
opposite side of the question. But, ‘sir, it seems to 
me that gentlemen ought to end.their arguments 
where they begin them. They assume premises 
which do not exist, and thus claim the exercise of 
powers by the Government of the most dangerous 
tendency... The position assumed is, that Congress 
is bound to provide a currency for the country. I 
can, by no means, admit this argument, in the sense 
in which it has been urged in this debate. Congress 
furnish, in fact, a currency! If so, from what 
source is that power derived, and in what form is it 
to be exercised? Congress, by the Constitution, 
has power to coin. money and regulate its value, 
and the. value of foreign coin. 
the Constitution by no means authorizes Congress 
to make or increase the currency by the mere act 
of the Government, either for its own use or the 
use of individualcitizens. It would bea dangerous 
practice, and at war with every principle of our 
Government, for Congress to'exercise or possess a 
power like this. I admit that, in despotic or mo- 
narchical Governments, where power is claimed to 
be derived, not from the people, but jure divino, the 
power to supply their own Treasury by their own 
authority is claimed and exercised. It is the pecu- 
liar prerogative of the Crown to make its own mo- 
ney. That power, in this country, belongs to the 
people. The Government can have no money but 
by their permission. The. people have, in their 
Constitution, provided that.gold and silver shall be 
the material of which money shall be made; and 


` they have given the power -to Congress to coin it, . 


and regulate its value. Congréss has declared, by 
law, the shape and size of money, and the inscrip- 
tion it shall bear; They have, also, caused to be 
erected a mint, a great national workshop, where 
money shall be made; they have erected machinery, 
and employed workmen, for this purpose, all at the 
public expense, and the operation is called coining; 
but Congress have no power to dig the ore, or pur- 
chase bullion,jin order to make money for the use 
of the Government. The mint belongs to the peo- 
ple; it is for their use; it is to make money for them 
free of personal! expense, out of their own metal, 
and for. their own benefit; and how much, or how 
little, they will have, like all other articles of pro- 
perty, depends upon themselves, and will be regu- 
lated by their means, their industry, their fancy, or 
their taste; and the Government is under no more 
obligation to afford aid to individuals in this pur- 
suit, than itis to aid them in the rearing of cattle, 
or in acquiring any other species of property. 

It would be as dangerous to public liberty to per- 
mit the Government to enter into competition with 


This provision of. | 


individual enterprise.in this particular, as it would . 


be to enter inte. competition in the trade, commerce, 
manufacturing, or agricultural pursuits of the 
people. 

Hence the wise men who framed our Constitu- 
tion have prescribed that the Government shall 
have no other income for its support but what the 
people shall contribute, by taxes, duties, imposts, 
excise, the sale of the public domain, and the bor- 
rowing of money. 
I have assumed, and -upon which I cannot doubt, 
what becomes of the argument thar Congress is 
bound to furnish a currency for the country? It is 
lost, having no foundation whatever on which to 
rest. But those who use this argument contend 
that gold and silver do not exist in sufficient quan- 
tities to furnish a sufficient amount of currency 
to answer all the requirements of trade and com- 
merce; that a paper currency must exist, and that 
issued, not by the simple act of the Government, 
but by a private corporation on its own responsi- 
bility, and for the sole benefit of the corporations, 
Sir, suppose I admit their argument, that a suffi- 


If I am correct in the positions | 
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cient quantity of currency cannot be obtained by 
the use of gold and siiver only, does it follew that 
paper isthe next best material- for this purpose ? 
I say not. Suppose I admit another false and ex- 


-travagant argument advanced by gentlemen, that 


whatever Congress receives as. money, is monéy, 
thus placing the power of Congress entirely beyond 
that of the Constitation itself. , If this was so, why 
not make a currency of more substantial material 
than paper? why not use iron, copper, or any other 
metal? . It is trae that Congress have directed cop- 
per to be coined, which passes as money—a power 
which I greatly doubt- Congress is competent to 
exercise ; yet if itexists, and if Congress can make 
a piece of copper, of a given form and-size, worth 
the hundredth part of a dollar, Congress can make 
the same- piece equal to the dollar itself, and thus į 
increase the quantity of money in the number of 
pieces, or by raising its relative value. Sir, gen- 
tlemen well know that all schemes of this kind 
would not only prove vain and illusory, promoting” 
no valuable purpose, but producing much mischief. 
But gentlemen urge on us another system, which 
they call the credit system—a concentrated and 
corporate credit, which circulates in the form of 
bank notes, and which, they contend, is the purifier 
of our morals,,the reformer of the age, and whose 
benign influence scatters peace and smiling plenty 
on the country, and without which we should re- 
trograde in a short time, at least, to a semi-bar- 
barian age. Permit me, sir, to éxamine for a 
moment this credit system. Gentlemen say that 
the Government is making war upon that system, 
and thus desiroying confidence, upon which the 
whole prosperity of the country depends. Sir, in 
my opinion, we have too much instead of too little 


‘credit; too many of onr citizens are endeavoring 


to live upon credit, instead of ‘industry. These 
consist of the trading and speculating classes. And 
they are asking the aid of the Government to 
enable them to seize upon the property of the la- 
boring and productive classes,. and appropriate it 
to their own use, by ‘virtue of this credit system. 
Credit belongs to man in his individual character, 
not in his corporate capacity ; and it is the essence 
of oppression and tyranny for. the Government to 
bestow upon the few a fictitious existence, in order 
to give them a credit which they never could other- 
wise obtain, and for which, in that character, (their 
individual character,) they are not responsible. 
It is, to my mind, impossible for the Government 
to lend its support to the credit of any man, or 
set: of men, without producing injury to others. 
The Government has nothing of its own intrinsi- 
cally ; what it bestows upon one, it must wrest from 
another; and it would be as highly mmpolitic, un- 
just, and despotic, for the Government to seize 
upon the individual credit of the country, and 
foree it out of its natural channel according to its 
pleasure, as it would be to seize upon the entire 
property of the country for the same purpose. No 
country can be free where the Government thus 
interferes with the private concerns of individuals 
for the purpose of adjusting the balance cf wealth 
among them. But, sir, I am told to look ‘over the 
face of the country, and see what the credit system 
has done for its prosperity; to look at my own State, 


and sée the canals and roads with which the credit | 


system has checkered it. Yes, sir, this credit sys- | 
tem is a part and parcel, if not the life blood and 
essence, of what we once condemned: under the 
name of the American system. We were formerly 
reminded of the great progress of improvement that 
was taking place under the Governments of the | 
old world, and it was thought strange that Con- 
gress should be so paralyzed by the will of their | 
constituents as not to exercise the same power here. | 
I well remember. the statement that a public work | 
(a canal) about that time had been completed in 
Europe by the power of the Government, (the par- | 
ticular place has at this moment escaped my recol- 
lection,) of vast magnitude, and in a short space of | 
time, and it was held up as a glorious example for 
us to imitate; but the glory ended in the sad story 
that twenly thousand individuals had lost their lives 
in carrying on-that work. The amount of suffer- 


‘ghtfer’ in the- livery of power. 


ing and deprivation by others, though not actually 
engaged in the work, must have been incalculable, 
by the change of situation and the transfer of pro- 


perty by the order of Governi 
species of the credit system carried o 
of the sword; it differs’ nothing i 
that which gentlemen now sò ear: 
us, and which is carried on by the pow 
purse and the pen. Permit mie, ‘sir, to“ us 
rowed idea. If I am to submit to ty! 
me the tyrant: who struts with'a sword by 
rather than one who rules with a pen “behind “his. 
ear. I haye always believed that the happiness of 
a country, and the safety of republican institutions, 
were to be found in an industrious aiid tich popula- 
tion, with a poor and just Government: All the 
public works executed and owned ‘by ‘any Govern 
ment, have a tendency to strengthen ‘its powers. and 
make it arbitrary and despotic, by reducing’ the 
people to the condition of its laborers, dependants, . 
or tenants, It also has the direct effect of increas- 
ing official stations and the arrogance of office; and 
I am well satisfied that if the Government now 
owned all the canals, railroads, and turnpikes, ‘in 
the United States, and should reduce the fare, it 
would not be to the advantage of. the country; bê- 
cause it would soon change the nature of our. 
republican institutions. Except we prefer a Go- 
vernment to rule over the people, instead of a 
Government to be ruled by ‘the people, we night 
then piit of the honest garb of home industry and 
-Yet this “is” the 
elysium of, good Government ‘which gentlemen. 
picture in their fancy. - ` pick mas 
But the argument is still ‘more unfortunate’ 
which assumes that we should retrograde’ in 
our morals and policy without the use: of the 
banking system. What was the state.of the 
world before the banking system existed? Let 
history speak on this point. We, at the present 
day, under all the influence of -bank facilities, look 
back to that period for models of wisdom as weil 
as skill. I hold, then, that banks are neither neces- 
sary or proper for the safety or security of that 
individual liberty which it was the object of the 
Constitution to secure; that the Government created 
by that instrument, as I have before remarked, 
possesses within itself a vital, self-existing princi- 
ple, capabie, withont extrinsic aid, of performing - 
all its functions; that the moment this Government 
shall attempt to lean for support upon banks, it 
will-find them at best but a broken reed, and oft a 
spear, whose sharp point will’ pierce its very” 
l go, then, for a total separation of the banks 
the Government. I go for it at once... Now is the 
accepted time to enrol the decree fora divorce 
a vinculo matrimonii, breaking the last link in that 
chain which connects the Government of the coun- 
try with those private institutions. ae fee 
From the acknowledged taletit and eloquence 
which has been brought into this debate, I expected. 
to have heard convincing arguments and unan- 
swerable facts. I confess I have been soméwhat 
disappointed. - Our fears and our passions have 
been addressed rather ‘than our judgment and our 
reason. It seems to me that another: panic is 
attempted to be got up in the country. Itis buta 
mimic, sir, of that of four years since, which I then 
witnessed with some forebodings. But T predict 
nothing of the present; it will pass by, and be for- 
gotten so soon as the bill before us is disposed of. 
We are told, however, that the country isin 
deep distress, brought upon it by the Government, 
and that the complaints of the suffering are reach- 
ing us almost daily, and we are warned, in the 
voice of solemn admonition, to beware the conse- 
quences. Sir, none of these things, as yet, have 
induced me to change my course. From whence 
do these complaints come? From the large cities; 
from the ivading community; from the speculating 
classes; from the consumers; from those who live 
upon the labor ef others, and from those whose fa- 
bles are covered with gold and silver plate, and the 
very hubs of whose carriage wheels are plated 
with silver. It is these last who have; by. their 
glitter of wealth, tempted into their employ the ho- 
nest and industrious mechanic, who they have paid 
with their credit, (bank notes) and now, when that 
credit will no longer procure the “necessaries of 
life, and which they refuse themselves to receive 
and eancel, they ask the aid of the Government 
for its future support; and. that being refused, in. 
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stead of converting their plate into money, (the le- 
gitimate use for which the metal was intended by 
the Constitution,) and paying their honest debts, 
they join their dependants,and unitedly send their pe- 
titions here ror relief from that condition which their 
own extravagance has brought them into, and even 
threaten the stability. of the Government should 
they be refused. Sir, I would not lightly speak of 
any portion of my fellow-citizen»; but there is 
something repugnaat to my ideas of equal justice 
in such a course as this. Ihave no desire to say, 
in the language of Jefferson, that great cities are 
great sores on the body politic; but I will say, that 
great cities are not congenial to public liberty; they 
collect together the wealthy and the indigent, the 
haughtiness of riches, and the submission of depend- 
ent poverty; the principles that actuate them are 
constantly at war with each other, except occasion 
should offer to make war on a third party for the 
pecuniary interest of both. These parties are now 
united against the Government—the one hoping to 
compel it to sustain its credit, andthe other 
hoping by that means to live upon that credit. 
These, sir, are the classes who now clamor at your 
doors for aid. The great body of the people, the agri- 
cultural class, are, happily, quiet and contented at 
home, willing to submit to the decrees of Providence, 
to earn, as well as eal, tbeir daily bread in the sweat 
of their face. Bat we have been often reminded 
that instructions from our State Legislatures have 
been sent us to vote against this bill. This is true, 
sir; and I have examined with some care that 
branch of the question, because I felt an interest 
in this movement, having, as I considered, received 
instructions in the form of a declaration from the 
Legislature of my own State on the subject-matter 
of the bill under consideration. Ihave not been 
informed that, ina single instance, the. Legisla- 
tures.of any-State who have sent instructions here, 
have themselves been instructed to do so by their 
constituents; and it is a remarkable fact, that in 
every such State but one, a majority of the Legis- 
lature wece decidedly opposed to the present Admi- 
nistration, and in that one, a single vote in the po- 
pular branch would have changed the result. I 
view, then, these instructions as a political move- 
ment for effect; not the work of the peuple, but of 
the politicians: I fear the great moving cause was 
the advancement of men, not principles. I would 
not wish to be understoad as speaking disrespect- 
fully of any portion of my fellow-citizens, more 
especially of legislative bodies; all are entitled to 
my respect; but all should be judged by the same 
impartial rule of right. But, sir, all those circum- 
stances are combined together, and presented to us 
as evidence of great distress pervading every por- 
tion of the country. That embarrassment and dis- 
tress exists in some degree among the trading and 
speculating classes, I am willing !0 admit, and that 
the immediate cause of that distress is the stoppage 
of specie payment by the banks, and the refusal 
to discount, must be evident to all. 

But gentlemen charge the whole upon the Go- 
vernment, and denounce its measures in the 
strongest terms. I admit the Government is 
blameable, in some degree, in this. matter. 
On first taking my seat in this body, I. was 
surprised to hear that the practice had been 
to permit those who had the public money 
in their hands to use it in trade or speculations 
between the time of its collection and disburse- 
ment. I expressed myself, in private conversation 
with gentlemen, who, I know, will du me the jus- 
tice to acknowledge it, against this practice. 
Large sums were then being paid into the Treasu- 
ry for which Government had no immediate use. 
I was asked if I would permit those sums to lie 
idle until expended by operation of law? Surely, 
{ would. I thought then, and I think now, that it 
would be better for the country that they should 
have been entirely lost, even burnt in the streets of 
Washington, rather than be used for the corrup- 
tiun of the people. But, sir, other counsels prevail- 
ed, the money was ordered to be deposited in State 
banks, a measure ta which I gave an unwilling 2s- 
sent. The banks were told to loan liberally on 
those deposites. And what has been the conse- 
quence? A-host of borrowers were immediately 
found at the banks, who, in the pursuit of fancied 


wealth, neglected the ordinary. and substantial pur- j 
suits of lite. Loans were obtained, and many.esti- f 
mable young men, who otherwise would have.been | 


valuable and useful citizens, became speculators in 
practice, and gamblers in principle. The Govern- 
ment thus tempted them to leave the sober,. honest 
walks of life for the uncertain pursuit of. riches; 
and they forgot tha’ excellent prayer, the best ever 
putinto the mouth of man, “Lead us not into 
temptation.” Thus this valuable class of our citi- 
zens Were prevented from adding-to the permanent 
wealth of the country; they became borrowers, 
poor dependants upon the banks; they forgot that 
word of truth, and it seems to be forgotten here 


also, that the borrower js servant to the lender. | 
A gentleman near me, sir, says that slave is the. 


original word; yes, sir, the borrower is the slave of 
the lender! Who, sir, will dare dispute this? Thus 
that manly independence of mind that shonld mark 
the American character, is exchanged for a misera- 
ble dependence on soulless curporations, and in the 
midst of this wild course of extravagance, the 
banks themselves became involved; they close 
their doors, refuse to refund to the Government 
the money deposited, or to discharge their other lia- 
bilities to individuals. What a monstrous picture 
of corruption does this present to the reflecting 
mind. But it did not stop here; men of wealth, in 
order to enlarge their fortunes, engaged in the same 
borrowing scheme; they employed the laborer to 
produce for them articles of show, or fashion, and 
paid them in credit for their work; that credit soon 
became worthless. These knowing ones: then 
charged the whole blame upon the Government, 
and all united to raise the cry of distress, and call 
on Congress for relief, What a moral does. this 
lesson teach. Well has it been said that the love 
of money is the root of all evil. But, sir, in con- 
demning the principle of connecting this Govern- 
meut with the banking system of the States, I do 
not feel it necessary, nor do J believe it correct, to 
denounce, in general terms, the State banks, al- 
though gentlemen, on this side of the Huuse, have 
done so. T cannot join in such denvaciation. I 
think itis caleulated to answer no valuable pur- 
pese, but may be productive of mischief. The 
banks are State institutions, created by the laws of 
the several States, and, to use language used on a 
former occasion, this Government ought not to in- 
termeddie with State institutions. Louse the word 
now, as I understood it then; meaning that this Go- 
verninent has no right to imtermeddle with auy in 
stitution of a State, exclusive of her own, in any 
manner whatever, by virtue of any act of Congress. 

But, sir, gentlemen, on this occasion, as well as 
on most others, when questions of importance are 
under consideration, censure, in no measured terms, 


the acts and doings of the late, as well as the pre- | 
T have ! 


sent incumbent of the Presidential chair. 
often thought in all this denunciation from which 
they were willing to screen the man, but condemn 
the officer, there was still not so much directed 
against the officer himself, as against the sysiem 
which broncht bim into office. ‘The blow thus 
struck, lias always appeared to me iy be aimed at 
the hise: the right of suffrage, as 


elective fra: Q 
exerched and eujoyed by the peopie at large. How 
many, sir, have said that the great body of the la~ 
boring and productive class, are not qualified for 
a proper discharge of this important privilege, It has 
been contended that this class never have, never 
can, nor never will be competent to understand. the 
proper functions of Government. How often do 
we hear that “Slam, Bang and Co.” meaning the la- 
boring class, are engaged in political affairs? 
Words are sometimes mere full of meaning than 


‘at others, and the meaning here is, that these men 
i who are thus designated, are unfitto make a Pre- 


sident or any other officer of Government; that 
such high privi'cge ougtt to be left to the handy 
vork of the more wealthy and noble. — Enter into 
private conversation with gentlemen of this class, 
with whom you are on terms of intimacy; let the 


feelings cf private friendship disarm each of policy; 


! bring the conversation to this point, and you will 


quickly see the result. A confession in the belief 
taat there is too much Jiberty in the country. Sir, 
I charge most of the assaults made upon this Ad- 
ministration to spring from that belief, and I call 
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upon. the country.to watch with sleepless vigilance 
the. progress. of, this.doctrine,,.and to check it at 
every avenue, or they may lament tod late-its fatal 
prevalence. ii oe ew li Se eda 

Tt is contended hy. gentlemen, if .we pass this bill, 
it will have a serions. effect upon the credit of the 
State banks; and another gentleman asserts.that. if 
the bill pass the banks, never can and hever. will 
resumé specie payments... Whaf are we to under- 
stand by all this? That bank rule is to be the or- 
der of the day here; that banks shall dictate to the 
Government the. course, for it to..pursue; and for 
non-compliance, will defraud their own honest cre- 
ditors, by the refusing payment of {heir notes, This 
is a high handed assumption of-the banks; but they 
go farther: they ask the money of the Government 
to be sent to their vaults, to be used in payment of 
their debts, and if no money is to be had, they 
claim. that the Government shall give credit to 
their notes, in order to ihduce. individuals, to re- 
ceive them. This, sir, is unparalleled impudence, 
not tó call it by a harsher name. Are not banks 
pare property? And whatclaim have the stock- 
holders upon. Congress to advance their inte- 
rests over that of any. other individual or corpora- 
tion who hold property of another. kind? It has 
been well said that corporations have no souls. 
The banks appear to have neither souls or con- 
science, Sir, when these petty institutions shall be 


‘permiued to claim for themselves a public charac- 


ter, and prescribe to Government its action, there 
will be an end of common liberty: and common jus- 
lice. I regret. that I feel. compelled to speak of 
State banks, but gentlemen have so thrown them 
in my path, that T cannot easily get round them, 
and am, therefore, constrained to give them a pas- 
sing notice, . P 4506 

Bat gentlemen contend that the exchanges. of the 
country are in a deranged condition, and that Con- 
gress is bound to regulaie them. Exchange be- 
longs to the trade and commerce of the country, 
and not to its monetary system. Let us understand 
it by the operation of a single case. We are too 
apt to form incorrect conclusions by looking at 
things in mass. A gentleman has.money in the 
West, which he wishes to make use of in the. East. 
A friend has money in the East, which he wants in 
the West. . An exchange. takes’ place, between 
them, for mutual accommodation, not of the actual 
thing itself, but each gives the other an order writ- 
tea upon paper to receive his money where it is; 
and if one should give the other a premitim for his 
order, this is called the rate of exchange. Does 
not this simple statement convey a full idea of the 
exchange business of the country. 1 so understand 
it, by all that I have heard on the subject. What, 
then, Mr. President, is it but a naked simple pri- 
vate transaclion between, individuals, with which 
the Government has no more concern than it has 
in the exchange of living animals between their 
owners, I cannot discover any obligation imposed 
by the Constitution upon Congress to keep money 
in the Eastern cities to exchange with Western 
merchants for their money at home, for the purpose 
of saving to them the expense of its transportation, 
any more than that Congress should pay the car- 
riage of their goods, when purchased, from the East 
to the West. - Sir, emigrants going westward have 
the same right, in principle, to call upon the Go- 
vernment to provide household furniture and.do- 
mestic animals for them in the West, in exchange 
for those they are in possession of, in order to ad- 
vance the “general welfare,” as the trading com- 
munity have. to call on Congress. for the exchange- 
of their money, l? Save expense. -to therm, and 
which they say Congress is bound. to, doin order to 
Promote the “general welfare.” Born, sir, and 
eradied in the lap of the Revolution, my infant 
mind received its first impressions of government 
from that Constitution under which we now live, 
formed by the wise and good men of that day. I 
was faught to believe that the great object of the 
Revolution, and the end proposed by. the Constitu- 
tion, was the security of individual liberty, not.the 
promotion of individual. aggrandizement, or. :the 
means of procuring individual wealth.. Itwas. to. 
secure. the blessings of. liberty, of equal. rights. to 
each and to.all, to themselves and..to their posterity 
forever. All we ask of the Government is protec: 
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tion, security from violence, and the administration — 


of impartial justice, that the domestic fireside may 
be safe-from either intertial or foreign aggression; 
that the bounties of Providence, which we have 
gathered through the day by. the labor ef our own 
hands, may be safe from the midnight robber; in 
fact, that we all may Sit in safety nder our owo 
‘vine or our own fig tree, and none be suffered to 
make us afraid. ‘Wecrave neither the vine or fig 
tree of Government; ‘nor do we wish the power or 
means of the’ Goverament to énable us to avail 
ourselves of the labor, or possess the vineyard, of 
another. Riches atid wealth shotild be the reward 
of individual industry, frugality, and economy, and 
not acquired by the favor or patronage of Govern- 
ment; yet the whole of the arguments against this 
dill are based upon this principle—the principle 
that the'Governiment is bound to furnish the means 
to the citizens, not only of obtaining a livelihood, 
but of accumulating a fortune. Sir, this is the lan- 
guage of tyranny and despotism, to promise the 
people much for the purpose of gaining sufficient 
power to rob them of all. I heartily agree in the 
sentiment: expressed by the President, “ that all 
communities are apt to loox to Government for too 
much. ` Even in our country, where its powers and 
‘duties are so strictly limited, we are prone to do 30, 
especially at. periods of sudden embarrassment and 
distress. But this ought not to be. The framers 
of ‘our excellent Constitution, and the people who 
approved it with calm and serious deliberation, 
acted at the same time on a sounder principle. 
They wisely judged that the less the Government 
should interfere with private pursuits, the better for 
the general prosperity. It is not its legitimate ob- 
ject to make men rich, or to repair, by direct granis 
of money, or by legislation in favor of particular 
pursuits, the losses not incurred in the public ser- 
vice. This would be, substantially, to use the pro- 
perty of some for the benefit of others; but its real 
duty—that duty, the performance of which makes 
a good Government the most precious of human 
blessings—is to enact and enforce the system of 
general laws commensurate with, bat not exceed- 
ing, thé objects of its‘establishment, and to leave 
every citizén and every interest to reap, under its 
benign influence, the rewards of virtue, industry, 
awd prudence.” The President further says: “1 
cannot doubt that on this, as on all similar occa- 
sions, the Federal Goversment wiil find its agency 
most conducive to the security and happiness of the 
people, when limited to the exercise of its conceded 
powers. In never assuming, for a well meant ob- 
ject, such powers as were not designed to be con- 
ferred upon it, we shall in reality do most for the 
general welfare. To avoid every unnecessary in- 
terference with the pursuits of the citizen, will re- 
-sult in more benefit than to adopt measures which 
could only assist limited interests.” 3 

"Sir, these are the sentiments of, our Republican 
citizens, and of that eminent man, whom they have 
called to preside over the affairs of the. country; 
they are sentiments, in the belief of which I have 
grown up, and they now form the creed of my po- 
litical faith, and in the belief of which I expect to 
‘die, But, sir, this is not the political doctrine which 
the opposers of this Administration inculcate. Their 
‘doctrine: teaches a servile dependence of the people 
upon the Government for the promotion of indivi- 
dual or local interests. A doctrine which makes 
the people nothing within themselves; and the Go- 
yernment every thing for tLe promotion of their pe- 
cuniary interests. This is the doctrine of despo- 
tism; and the means by which tyrants have always 
seized upon power. Establish it here, and your 
boasted liberty will be but an empty sound, à mere 
delusive phantom, of which you will soon lose even 
the sight. It has been thundered in. our ears that 


the great question is, whether the people shall have . 


bread orno bread. Thissound was first heard from 


the consuming classes of our grpat commercial ci- | 


‘ties; it originated with those, who not only lived up- 
on their own credit themselves, but-had sold that 
eredit to their laborers and dependants, and when it 
failed and became worthless, for wantof a “Basis,” 
they came forward and asked the Government to 
sustain it in its sinking condition, by permitting 
them to amalgamate it with the credit of the Go- 
yernmenit; and because this unjust application is re- 
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3 no bread, and: 
declare that the Goverament is withholding bread 
from the people; indeed this false and groundless 
position is assumed cn this floor. Gentlemen have 


asserted the same thing; indeed they have gone still | 


further. It has been said, but 1 do net deem it ne- 
cessary to designate gentlemen by reference, that 
the duty of the Government, as I understand. them, 
is, to provide bread for the people. “The duty of 
the Government to provide bread for the pcople!”. 
clothing, also, I suppose! This idea of providing, 
by the Government, for the private wants of the 
people, has in it nothing new. It has been long 
practised by men whose object was to overturn the 


Government of their country, and we find this | 


scheme resorted to in almostevery age of the world. 
When the unnatural son of the Jewish King wished 
to dethrone his father, he made use of this same 
principle; he told every man who had any applica- 
tion to make to the Government that his matters were 
just and right, but there was no one deputed to hear 
him; and he, also, told all such if he were made 
judge in the land, that he would do every man justice. 
I fear, sir, the same disposition is felt and breathed 
from many a heart, in this our day. “Oh! that F 
were made President of these United States, then 
should every man have bread.” — I trust the last 
scene of Absalom’s career wi!l not be theirs. And 
‘Watt Tyler, too, if I mistake not the name, pro- 
mised the people of England, ‘in his attempt to 
break down the Government of that country, that 
when he obtained rule, a four penny loaf should be 
sold for two pence, and the price of ale should be 
reduced; he also endeavored to make the people be- 
lieve that a change in the Administratioa would 
give them abundance of bread. In every age, and 
in every country in which the people have not re- 
lied for their support and comfort upon their own 
individual industry, but have consented to be fed 
like cattle from the public crib, the downfall of 
freedom has been sure, and the establishment of 
despotism certain. If the gentleman who have 
urged this doctrine, can prove and sustain his prin- 
ciples, if I was disposéd to exchange liberty for in- 
glorious ease, I would not only agree to make him 
President, but President for life, with (as gentlemen 
now contend the President’ has). all the power of 
the country in his hands; for then we should have 
nothing to do, but to. eat, drink, and praise our 
good Emperor, and obey bis commands! Why, 
sir, one gentleman has said the banks conid resume 
specie payments to-morrow, if confidence was re- 
stored, and that confidence depends on the breath 
ofthe Government. ‘This is to me a strange and 
dangerous doctrine; it is an admission that all con- 
fidence depends on the Government. This can 
by no means admit: confidence depends on moral 
honesty alone. The Government has not the 
power to make men either moral or honest, though 
it may punish individuals for a violation of either. 

It has keen repeatedly said, that we who are in 
favor of separating the Government from the 
banks, are in favor of a Government bank, by 
which the power of the Executive is to be vasiy in- 
creased, Yes, sir, the title page of the speech of 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky, now befne 
me, makes this declaration, which the speech itself 
was intended to prove. Iwill read thai tile page: 
“ Speech of the Hon. Henay Cray, of Kentucky, 
establishing a deliberate design on the part of the 
late and present Executive of the United States to 
break down the whole banking system cf the United 
States, ahd to create on their ruins a Treasury Go- 
vernment bank, efe.” Sir, that Senator is deci- 
dedly in favor ef a bank created by Congress. 
Prove to me that Congress has power to create a 
national-bank, cr te adopt the State banks as fiscal 
agents, and that this Government cannot carry on 
its operations without the aid of a bank, and that 
the people require à paper currency issued by 
banks, in order to enable them fo transset their 
necessary business wiih advantage; prove this, and 
Igo fora Government bank at once; just such a 
bank which seems to excite so much terror in the 
minds of gentlemen.” Pray, why should I not. If 
Government has the power to create a corporation, 
and own one-fifth of its stock, as was the case in 
the late Bank of the United States, it has the power 
tọ create a like corporation, and own all the 
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the stock, and for its own ase, with. 
of contracting, being contracted. with, 
bilities of suing and being sued, as.if 

a part.of the stock. If such. constitut 
exists, which I do not admit, the 
safety is cleġrly in favor of.a_G 
What. aré the banking operations, bu 
credit with individuals, in’ which barter the bank. is. 
allowed ‘six per cent. discount on the- credit they 
buy, and for which they give nothing in return but 
their own credit? The credit. of individuals. thus 
bought by thë banks amonnis, at. this time, to up- 
wards of 450,600,000 of dollars; the annual interest 
on this sum, which is paid by the productive classes 
of the United States to the banks, is twenty-seven 
millions.’ ‘Thus this beautiful system, which gen- 
tlemen ‘admire and love so fervently, enables a few 
bankers to tax, or rather unjustly draws from the 
people of the United States a larger sum than is re- 
quired to pay the entire expense of the Govern- 
ment. If the people of this country must sell their 
credit for a credit more extensively passable than 
their own, permit them, I beg you, tosell it to the 
Government itself, and take the Government credit 
in the form of bank notes;on the same terms as 
they obtain the notes of existing banks, and thus 
the twenty-seven millions which is: now. paid to ‘a 
few individuals, by which extravagance. and luxury 
is ‘introduced into our country, would go.into the 
Treasury of the nation, and’ would in a‘ great. de- 
gree supersede the entire system of taxation. But 
gentlemen say this would enlarge the Exécutive 
power, and strengthen the hands of this Govern- 
ment to a dangerous extent. In my opinion the 
reverse is the trath of the case. If the Government 
must be connected with the banking system at all, 
a Government bank would be the least dangerous, 
because it would be constantly under the control of 
the people, through the medium.of their represen- 
tatives in Congress. While, if the Government 
was ever allowed to attach itself tu private corpo- 
rations, or take them under its care and protection, 
it might, by their means, set the peaple at defiance, 
and rule them by a power beyond their control. 
This Government can never be too strong for the 
people while all its powers can be acted un by the 


. elective franchise; but vest any portion of its 


power in hands from which the people -cannot re- 
cal it, as is claimed for corporations, and you have 
a sure foundation laid by which the Government 
can soon make itself fearfully strong. __ hee 
But we are also told that the Executive power 
would be increased by a Goveriment bank. Lam 
not one of those who fear Executive power in this 
country; that branch of our system has very little 
original and inherent power which can’ operate 
against popular liberty. Most of its actual powers 
are derived from, and exercised under, the control 
of the other branches of Government. It can never 
reach the liberty of the country without their co- 
operation, and through their means. I said in my 
place, ona former occasion, and I now repeat. it, 
if the American people ever lose their liberty, it 
will take place by the act of an American Con- 
gress, aud the opening scene of the grand tragedy 
wiil be on the floor of the Senate. Executive 
power, nor no other power, foreign or domestic, 
can ever successfully assail the liberties of this 
country, if the representatives of the people are 
faithful to their trust. If, then, we are to have a 
banking systcm and a paper currency, give mea 
Goverment bank and Government paper. A 
bank of this kind would be constantly under the 
power cf the people, and subject to their control, 
through their representatives in Congress. Alf 
these appointed to manage its concerns could. be 
chosen by joint resolution; and Executive influence 
be entirely excluded, if that influence sheuld be 
thought dangerous in such an institutionas this. 
Aud why do not gentlemen, who are so anxious 
for a bank of the United States, propose a scheme 
of this kind? The answer is obvious; its profits 
would belong to the whole people, and. not to a’ fa- 
vored few. It could not be used by political men 
against the Government, and of course would 
lose its charm upon those who are striving for place 
and power. It would not establish an aristocracy 
of wealth screened behind corporate privileges, 
. a kd 
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Tt would not establish castes and distinctions in so- 
ciety, and of course would not suit the taste of 
those who believe that one class ‘of men will 
always live upon the labor of others. “If the bank- 
ing system, as now contended for, would not ac- 
complish all this, it would have, I fear, but few 
friends among those who now advocate it. 

We are told, however, that the object which the 
Administration and its friends have in view, is, to 
break down all the State banks, in order to secure 
their favorite project of an exclusive metallic cur- 
rency. Sir, so far as this charge may reach me, I 
cannot admit its correctness. State banks are 
creatures of State power alone, with which this 
Government has no concern whatever. No act of 
mine here shall either break them down or build 
them up, if [can understand correctly what I am 
doing. I disapprove of general denunciations 
against them on this floor, and all I have said 
respecting them has been with the view of showing 
the propriety and necessity of separating from, and 
leaving them entirely uninfluenced by, any action 
of Congress. Their friends, however, contend 
(which I do not admit) that they need a super- 
visory or controlling power beyond that of the 
State which created them; that they need a general 
regulator to equalize the currency ; that a bank 
created by Couzress onfy can do that 

Sir, in the years 1822, °23, 24, and 125, (or about 
that time,) the Bank of the United States being in 
fall operation, each city, town, and village, had 
then, asthey have now, a lable of depreciation for 
bank notes. In Tennessee, from a statement be- 
fore me, made by one of the henorable Senators 
from that State, who was then President of the 
Knoxville Bank, bank paper in that State ranged 
from fifteen to twenty-five per cent. discount. It 
was more than that, according to my recollection, in 
Ohio, and stay Jaws and relief systems was the 
consequence; which laws always oppress the labor- 
ing classes, and benelit the speculator only; and 
every act of the Government whieh has for its ob- 
ject the promotion of individual interests, is sure to 
operate in the same way. No error is so great and 
mischievous in legislation, asta pass laws with 
our minds fixed on individual eases instead of gene- 
ral principles. We onght never to judge of prin- 
ciples by cases, but always to bring cases to the test 
of principle. But, sir, suppose we cuncede to gen- 
tlemen all they have said, and the full forec ofall 
their arguments. They contend that the majority 
here are wrong, and that continually. Will they 
permit us to borrow their mantle—the mantle by 
which it is attempted to cover every deformity and 
every usurpation—the broad mantle that all act for 
the general welfure? ‘This, if sufficient for them, is 
sufficient for us; and, like Aaron’s rod, it can be 
made to swallow up every remainining fragment of 
the Constitution. If we admit the Jatitude in 
which genflemen use this argument, we have no- 
thing left asa means of safety from the usurpa- 
tion of power. One gentleman has contended that 
the power to levy and collect taxes or money from 
the people, isa power, the extent of which is go- 
verned alone by this clause of the Constitution, 
and thatit can be exercised by Congress ad libitum, 
and that the co-ordinate power to appropriate money 
when collected, is governed by the same rule. I 
may not state the arguments of gentlemen verba- 
tim, but F feel sure I state them substantially. — 

Sir, this broad doctrine places the whole productive 
industry of the country within the power of Con- 
gress; it vests in Congress the absolute right to every 
species of property, making the people the depend- 
ants, and not the masters of the Government. 
For, if this extravagant idea of the taxing power 
be true, we can at once see that it may be exercised 
soas to bring the whole property of the prople 
within its grasp, and then parcel it out to retainers 
and sycophants at its will Thus changing its 
very nature, as well as ownership. Who among 
our constitutents ever dreamed, that in clothing us 
with the powerofa reprepresentative, he gave usan 
absolute control, for the time being, over his entire 
estaie. Yet to this latitudinarian construction of 
the Constitution are gentlemen compelled to come 
to Sustain the position they assume, that Con- 
gréss is botind to furnish à currency for the country. 
Tam, myself, clearly of opinion, that this last po- 


t I have entire confidence. 
| the service; he applies to me for payment; I call on 
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sition is the most indefensible’ and. dangerous part 


of the whols system. © Give to Congress the power 
to make at its pleasure a currency for the people, and 
you vest in and confer upon that body, the highest 
prerogative claimed by a crown, and one that is in 
the very face of the Constitution itself. When I 
cease to oppose doctrines of this kind, I shall do 
so because I have more «convincing argaments in 
its favor than I have heard on the present occasion, 


and this J believe no-one need expect tohear. I. 


am fully convinced, that, in our Government, the 
laxing power isto be exercised for specific pur- 
poses, and taxes can only be paidin money. 
am not entirely without authority on. this last 
point. I find that the Supreme Court of the State 
New York, in a case reported in 6th Johnson, de- 
cided, that the word taxes meant a contribution by 
the people in money,.not labor or other articles, and 
T contend that this is the trae and only meaning of 
the word, as used in the Constitution of the United 
States. But gentlemen attempt to get over this 
palpable truth, by asserting that whatever Congress 
receives as money, is money. In their imagina- 
tions the touch of Congress, like the touch of 
Midas, turns every thing with which it comes in con- 
tact into gold. If we can make the American peo- 
ple believe such fables as these, it is no wonder 
that they look to Congress for bread. 

But gentlemen, in their hostility to the Adminis- 
tration, change even their Jove for the paper system. 
They shudder with a kind of political horror at the 
sight of a Treasury note, and even in this debate 
have held them up before our eyes in derision of 
the Government. The Government has done no- 
thing in this case to merit censure from the most 
fastidious. It has done that which an honest man 
would do under like circumstances. Permit me, 
sir, to illustrate my ideas by a familfar and given 
case. I agree to pay my honorable colleague, who 
sits on my right, a certain sum of money for ser- 
vices which he is to render. F have the money on 
hand, and, wishing to keep it safely for that pnr- 
pose, I deposite it with my honorable friend from 
Pennsylvania, who sits before me, as one jn whom 
My colleague performs 


my friend for the money { deposited with him; he 
reluses to return jt, and, like the banks, informs 
me he has stopped specie payment. Sir, I have 
been deceived, and all I can do is to remunerate, as 
far as possible, my colleague for his disappoint- 
ment. | still have credit left, though no money. 
I give him my note payable at a given period, 
bearing such interest as will enable him to gonvert 
it into money if he should wish to do so. Have I 
done wrong? No: but I have suffered wrong; and 
what difference, I pray you, exists between the act 
of the Government in the issue of Treasury notes 
and the case I have put? Congress made appro- 
priations of the public money on hand, and, in 
order to keep it safely, and have it ready to meet 
those appropriations when the object for which they 
were made was accomplished, deposited the money 
in the State banks; with the most selemn assurance 
on the part of the banks to refund it when called 
for. "The appropriations being needed, application 
was made to the banks for the money, who very 
unceremonionsly informed the Government that 
they had stopped specie payments, The Govern- 
ment being thus deceived and imposed upon by 
these corporations, over whom it could exercise no 
legal control, informed its creditors that they should 
have the notes of the Government, bearing such 
interest as would make them equal to money, 
making those notes payable in a short time. This 
is “the whole head and front of the offence” which 
gentlemen charge upon the Government in this 
affair. Itisno more. ‘The ccuniry will soon con- 
sider this question, and I have no doubt rightfally 
decide it. I rejoice in the thought that I live under 
a Government where gentlemen opposed. to its 
administration, of such great ability and untiring 
industry, have not been able fo produce a charge 
against it of a more serious character than this, 
and one which can be no better sustained. The 
shafts which they hurl most assuredly rebound upon 
themselves. . . 

I fear Mr. President. that I am wearying the pa- 
tience of the Senate, and my own state of health 


admonishes -mé..to. bring. my remarks...to-a close. 
What I have-said, ‘brings. me to:the details of the 
bill under consideration, and my peculiar situation 
requires of me an explanation on this point... The 
bill contains two distinet’ and’ separate. principles. 
The first provides for the safe-keeping of: the pub- 
lic money; for which itis not -only: the. right, but 
the duty. of Congress to provide. The second: uñ- 
dertakes to describe the funds-to., be. received.in 
payment of revenue, It contains, in my opinion, 
this contradictory and unconstitutional provision. 
That the resolution of .1816, so far as it authorizes 
the receipt in payment of taxes, duties, salés of the 
public lands, debts or sums of money.accruing or 
becoming due to the United States, to be collected 
and paid in the notes of specie paying banks, shall 
be so modified as that one-sixth part of, such sums 
becoming due the. United States, shall upon : the 
ist day of December next, be paid’ inthe legal cur- 
rency of the United States, ` and. thus. rateably in- 
creasing in the same proportion, for the term of six 


years. 


For this provision I cannot vote, because it.is 


‘contrary to all the settled doctrines and opinions 


that I have advanced. during the: whole course of 
my political life, and. because it, also, is.at war 
with the opinions I have expressed, and. concedes 
the whole ground to the Opposition, that whatever 
Congress calls money and receives as such, is.mo- 
ney; and above all, it establishes and gives up. the 
principle that Congress may, under certain.cireum- 
stances, connect this Government with the banking 
institutions of the States., Ifwe admit the principle, 
we give up the whole: ground. for which we have 
been contending. Itis true, that, at.the late session 
of Congress, I voted fora somewhat similar provi- 
sion in the bill then before the Senaje, on the same 
subject, but I did so. under a kind of. duress, and re- 
flection has satisfied me that my vote. then was 
wrong. I voted ina minority of only six at the 
preceding session, on an amendment offered by the 
Senator from Virginia, containing the same princi- 
ple as the substitute he has now offered. 1, gave 
that vote without consultation with any human be- 
ing, and I was much gratified to find myself in the 
majority when called on to give a like vote at the 
extra session, I then hoped. that this. question was 
settled, and that bank paper would ‘not: again be 
named as a proper receipt into the Treasury, but in 
this it seems I am mistaken. piel, trei 

My first objection to the constitutionality. of the 
act incorporating the Bank of the United.States, 
was that it permitted the notes of that institution.to 
be received in payment of the public dues. That 
opinion I have never changed. I am constrained, 
therefore, by every consideration, to yote against 
this bill, should this provision be’. continued “in it. 
It is true, sir, there are other expressions and de- 
tails in the bill, which, though involving no impor- 
tant principle, ‘I would gladly see altered. dis- 
like the parade of bars, bolts, safes,-and iron chests, 
and receivers general, which it contemplates; all 
which are matters of show, more than necessity. 
They have already here been used as strong objec- 
tions; and should the bill so pass, we must-under- 
value the sagacity of our opponents, if they do not 
use them with more success in the country. The 
honest, unsuspecting citizen will be tanght to be- 
lieve that those in office are attempting to. seize on 
the public money for their own use; and that all 
this device is for that purpose; that as.scon as these 
coffers are filled, the Government will declare itself 
independent of the people. alent 

It js true there is nothing in all this argument, 
yet, if one election can be gained by it, a‘ valuable 
purpose, no doubt, to some gentlemen, will be an- 
swered. In refusing to promise by law the receiv- 
ing of bank notes in payment of public dues, iv is not 
intended, in the least degree, to discredit those in- 
stitations, which belong exclusively to the States, 
and subject alone to State power, and State control. 
That the policy of the country is now, in some de- 
gree, connected with the banking system, I readily: 
admit; but this isa domestic policy, operating dif- 
ferently in the several States, not brought upon Ihe 
people by an act of Congress, nor. does. Congress 
rightfully. possess the power to. regulate» it... The 
condition of the country, brought. upon J t 
action of the State Governments, never 
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change the principles of the laws to be passed by 
Congress, or be considered as giving to Congress 
new and enlarged powers. Constitutional power 
always remains the same; but expediency is the 
creature of circumstance. So far, then, as we are 
in the midst of banking operations, as far as expe- 
diency alone may require, 1 would be willing 
to go. 

In framing a law for the collection and safe- 
keeping of the public treasure, I weuld use words 
of the most plain and obvious meaning: the funds 
to be collected should be in money, because this is 
the proper constitutional term to be used for that 
purpose. I would cause this money to be kept safe- 
ly between the time of its collection and disburse- 
ment, by men appointed for that purpose; and who, 
for mismanagement or embezzlement, should be 
liable to all the penalties of this bill. I would 
place payment for public land on the same footing 
as payment for taxes, duties, or customs. I would 
not blame or censure any one connected in the col- 
lection of the revenue, if, in-its receipt, he acted 
with that care and sound discretien which prudent 
and honest men ought, in the management 
of their privaie affairs. If a collector took 
bank notes it should be on. the responsibility 
of himself and sureties; if he, in such receipt, 
acted honestly, as a private man would act 
in such case, believing that he could convert such 


notes into money, at his pleasure, the bank being | 


aspecie paying bank at the time such notes had 
been received, and should afterwards fail, I would 
willingly release him in such case from all liability. 
Though I cannot sanction, by positive enactment, 
such a course as this, yet as bank paper is at pre- 
sent the principal currency of the country, I would, 
on the ground of expediency, adopt the course I 
have suggested. I well know that I have not the 
power to effectany alteration or amendment in the 
bill before us. I shall not attempt to do so, but 
submit to that necessity which compels me to vote 
againstit, and leave my course to be judged of, ap- 
proved, ox condemned, by those to whom I am im- 
mediately accountable, and by my country at 
large. à : 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Missouri, 

In Sunate, Wepnespay, March 14, 1838, 

ON THE BILL TO SEPARATE THE GOVERNMENT 
J FROM THE BANKS, 

Mr. BENTON commenced his speech with re- 
marking upon the different manners in which the 
discussion of the bill had been conducted on the 
different sides of the House. The chairman of the 
Finance Committe, (Mr. Wricut,] who had re- 
ported the bill, and opened the debate, had done it 
in a most business like manner; his luminous and 
masterly exposition of principles and details being 
entirely confined to the subject, and never once de- 
viating into extrinsic matter, or touching upon any 
tepic of party, or partisan character. Not so the 
speeches of the Opposition Senators. From the 
very beginning they launched into the ocean of 
party politics, and made the bill the occasion for a 
genera! attack upon the Republican Administra- 
tions of General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, 
such as we have been accustomed to see for a long 
time on this fcor. The debate has been conduct- 
ed by them as an attack upon a party, and asa 
contest for power, and not as an inquiry into the 
merits of the bill.. The speeches they have deliver- 
ed have been such as might be expected at the par- 
tisan encounters of the hustings, on the stump, or 
at barbecue dinners, in the course of an elee- 
tioneering campaign for an elective office, and 
not such as would be looked for in the parliamenta- 
ry discussion of a legislative measure. 

In this attack it has been assumed for granted 
that the country has been ruined by, what is called, 
the mad and wicked administration of General 
Jackson; and that President Van Buren being 
pledged to carry out his line of policy, is of course 
pledged to go on ruining the country, and there- 
fore ought to be resisted and overthrown. I pro- 
14 
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pose to inquire into the truth of these assumptions, 
and to ascertain, first, how far it is true that the 
country has, in point of fact, been ruined; next, 
how far this ruin, if any, has been the work of 
General Jackson's administration; and, after set- 
tling these preliminary points, I shall have some- 
thing to say on the merits of the bill, and some- 
thing on the peculiar system of party warfare of 
which this Senate has been the scene for the last 
six years. 

In making my inquiries into theruin of the coun- 
try, I am not left to. grapple with vague generali- 
ties and pointless declamation. Fortunately for 
me, the Opposition orators have descended to spe- 
cifications, and have shown wherein this ruin has 
been perpetrated. Their specifications embrace 
almost every branch of foreign or domestic po- 
licy; and, taking the era of thesecond Mr. Adams’s 
administration, when themselves were in power, 
and their cherished national bank was in its meri- 
dian—taking this period as the culminating point 
of our America’s prosperity, felicity, and renown, 


they trace a rapid descent, from that high puint of | 
national pre-eminence, down the steep road to de- | 


struction, until the entire nation is landed in total 
perdition inthe year of our Lord, 1837. They 
have given us specifications, but there they stop. 
No proof, no statisties, no statements, no compara- 
tive tables, accompany their specifications tu esta- 
blish their truth. Bold assertion, and terrifying de- 
scriptions, occupy the place of proof. These 
fierce denunciators assume the prerogative of 
genius; they assume to be independent of facts and 
of reasons; and they rely upon flights of fancy, 
dashes of imagination, and fierceness of invec- 
tive, to supply the place of proof and argument. I 
have no pretension to this prerogative. Jama 
plain speaker, and tell what I know, and then 
prove it. Reversing then the method of our op- 
ponents, I shall discard altogether the painted and 
gilded creations of the imagination, and shall con- 
fine myself to the effective logic of factsand figures. 
At the head of the spefications of gentlemen, is 
the article of commerce, both foreign and domes- 
tic, each asserted to have been prostrated and sa- 
crificed by the fatal policy of General Jackson’s 
administration. We will test the truth of this 
bold assertion ; and for that purpose will have re- 
course to data which no gentleman will be at liber- 
ty to question. And, first, of domestic commerce. 
The great West shall be our first field of inquiry, 
and, casting the eye over the broad expanse of that 
magnificent region, we see two points at which the 
commerce of the upper half of the valley of the 
Mississippi, is subjected to a process which allows 
it to be annually, and easily, counted and com- 
pared. These points are, the Louisville canal for 
the commerce of the Ohio, and the port of St. 
Louis, for the commerce of the Upper Mississippi. 
Referring to the evidence obtained at these two 
points, and we have exact accounts of the com- 
merce in the two largest sections of the West, and 
data for estimating the condition of the remainder. 
In each instance the statement goes back seven 
years, thatis to say, to the second year of General 
Jackson’s administration, and comes down to the 
first year of Mr. Van Buren’s. For the Louisville 
canal, the official return stands thus: 
Abstract of the boats that have passed, and tolls re- 
ceived on the Louisville and Portland Caual. 


Year. Stoambeats. Flatand Tons. Amount 

i koel boats. received. 
1831 406 421 76,323 812.750 77 
1832 453 179 70,109 ° 20. 
1833 875 710 169.983 
1834 933 623 162,000 
1835 1,256 355 200,413 
1836 1,152 280 9.99; 
1837 1,501 165 242.374 

6,651 2713 1,103,324 $475,025 14 


Mr. B. read over this table, and then commented 
upon some parts of it. The increase in the num- 
ber of steamboats whigh passed the canal had in- 
creased four-fold in seven years; and the year of 
ruin--1837—had presented as large an increase as 
any preceding one had done. But the number of 
steamboats was not the most correct criterion; the 
tonnage is more accurate, especially as it includes 
flats and keel boats; and, tested by the tonnage, it 
will be seen that the increase was three-fold in se- 
van years, and that the year of ruin presented an 
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increase of 60,000 tons over that of the preceding 
year. So much for the prostration of commeree on 
the Ohio river, and in Kentucky itself, in this black 
year of perdition and destruction! = l 

The commeree of the port of St. Louis was the 
second test to which Mr. B. subjected the domestic 
commerce of the country. : St. Louis was à port of 
entry by law, and a port of destination by position 
for nearly all the boats which entered it. It was 
not merely a touching or stopping point for boats 
bound elsewhere, but was a port of destination for 
the delivery of cargoes, and the reception of lading. 
I have the statement of itë steamboat commerce for 
seven years; and this is the result: 


Years. Number of dif- Their tonnage, Number of entries. 


ferent boats. 

1831 60 7,796 432 
1 1832 80 “9,250 508 

1833 99 12,222 573 

1834 110 13,173 607 

1835 121 15,476 803 

1836 144 19,447 1,355 

1837 195 22,794 1,607: 


Mr. B. remarked upor this exhibit as correspond- 
ing wonderfully with that of the Louisville canal, 
and showing an increase of nearly four fold in the 
commerce of St. Louis, under the impracticable 
and outlandish administration, as it was called, of 
General Jackson, and a large increase in the year 
of ruin over that of any preceding year—even the 
bloated year of 1836. ‘The-arriving and departing 
tonnage for the year 1837, was 450,821 tons, the 
far greater part of it being the growth of seven 
years, and that not only without banks, but upon 
the loss of one—the Joss of the United States Branch 
Bank, which wound up after the veto of 1832; and 
from which time the commerce of the city advanced 
with gigantic strides, and established itself upon 
foundations too solid to be overthrown by any con- 
vulsion. 

The foreign commerce of some of the as 
seaports, next claimed the attention of Mr. B. He 


| took the ports of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 


Baltimore, Charieston, and New Orleans, as pre- 
senting leading points in the different sections of the 
Union, and compared the imports in those cities 
during the administration of Mr. Adams, when the 
Federal party and the Federal bank were in full 
power, with those, not of 1836, which was a year 
of bloat and over-action, but with the year of ruin 
—1837.—when the, mad and wicked measures of. 
the absurd, impracticable, and outlandish measures 
of the administration of the Republicans had pro- 
duced the full measure of their fatal destruction. 
He presented a table, compiled for him at the Trea- 
sury Department, and read it. a 

Statement of the value of imports into the United 

States, for the years and ports mentioned. 


fl 


y. | tes. 
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+ 1685. | 1826, | 1837. 
Boston __{15,545,000'14,349,000 1,170,000 12,674,000;17,940,000 
New York 149,639,000:38,063,000,33,694; L 8,543,000 
Philad’a. (15,041,000,13 543,000! 1,212,000) 12,884, 0001/1 1,660,000 
Baltimore 5 000; 7,857,000 


3151000 4,917,000, 4,400, 5,6 3007, 
Charteston | 1,892,000! 1'534,000! 1,434,000! 1,241,000) 2,510,000 
N. Orleans | 41290,0001 4,167,000! 4,631,000! 6,217,000\1,020,000 
Remarking upon this table, Mr. B. said that, the 
year of ruin presented an increase of business in 
every port except tnat of Philadelphia, far exceeding 
the proportionate increase of population. Taking 
the last year of Mr. Adams's administration, as the 
one most favorable to the Opposition, and it would 
be seen that, at Boston, the increase of importa. 
tions was five millions of dollars in value; in New 
York, the increase was thirty-seven millions; in 
Baltimore, above two millions; in Charleston, more 
ihan double; in New Orleans, doubled, and a mil- 
Philadelphia, the seat of the 
great bank, was the only place that exhibited a 
decline: all the rest exhibited a vast improvement, 
and the further off from the Philadelphia protector 
the better. The case of Charleston was particularly 
striking. Thecommerce of that city regularly declined 
from year to year, under the withering influence of 
the high tariff policy, during the administration of 
Mr. Adams, and ‘the preiience of a branch bank of 
the great regulator. It declined for four yearss 
then rapidly recovered under the administration of 
General Jackson; and, in the year of ruig wag 
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double the amount of the last year of Mr. Adams's 
time. 
_ Mr. B. referred to the exports, and imports 
of spécie, to show the further superidrity of the year 
of ruin over the finest year of Mr. Adams’s admin- 
stration, or even the whole of it put together. His 
averment was, that the gain on thé import of specie, 
over the exports, was, for the yeaf. 1837, four mil- 
lians and a quarter of dollars; while, for the whole 
four years of Mr. Adams's administration, the gain 
was but one million. ` On'these points he exhibited 
these tables: E 


‘Tmports. Expoits. 
1825 - $6,150,130 $8,797,955 
1826 - 6,880,960 4,704,553 
1827 - 8,152,130 8,014,880 
18287 -~ 7,489,741 8,243,476 


Making a total of about 30 millions and a half of 
imports, and about 29 millions and a half of ex- 
ports, , The same test for the year of ruin, exhibi- 
ted $10,964,432 for the imports, and $6,714,000 for 
the exports, 

Pursuing the tests of the comparative prosperity 
of the two periods, Mr. B. came to the sales of the 
public lands, which stood thus: 


1825 5 - $1,205,068 
1826 P - 1,128,617 
1897 - - 1,318,105 
1828 © - 1,221,357 
1837 : 3 7,004,538 


Here again the year of ruin appears, said Mr. 
B. in victorious contrast with the whole period of 
Mr. Adams’s administration. The sales of the 
single year are equal to six years of such sales as 
occurred from 1825 to 1828. The salesin Indiana 
alone, during this year of ruin, exceeded the sales 
of the best year in Mr. Adams’s time, for they 
amount to $1,565,390. The same may nearly be 
said of Illinois, where the sales for 1837 amount 
to $1,266,775. The whole of these sales were for 
hard money; for the Treasury order was in full 
operation during the whole year. ‘The entire sum 
of seven millions was received in specie, and the 
“one half of it after the banks had suspended pay- 
ment. This fact was the fullest vindication of 
that order. It showed the error of all the cacula- 
tions which were made upon the effect of that 
order. It showed that the farmers had no diffi- 
culty in getting hard money to buy lands. The 
quantity sold in 1837 was bought by farmers, and 
not by speculators. The Treasury order expelled 
the speculators, with their bales of borrowed bank 
notes, from the field. It operated as a pre-emption 
law in favor of cultivators. It is now operating 
as a pre-emption law in their favor, and, as such, 
ought to be sustained and supported by all the 
friends of the settlers. The respectable Legisla- 
ture of Indiana had passed resolutions against this 
order; but the resolutions were founded in. mis- 
take, as the land sales of the year and of their 
own State will fully prove. All that are in favor 
of settlers against speculators should be in favor 
of that order ; for hard money payment is the only 
thing which can put the farmer above the competi- 
tion of the bank facility purchasers. 

Mr. B. then exhibited the detailed statement of 
the sales of the public lands for 1837, to show 
that, under the operation of the Treasury order, 
and in the year of ruin, the prosperity of the farm- 
ing interest, as indicated by their ability to pur- 
chase, and to pay for, public lands, was in the 
ratio of six to one over that of Mr. Adams’s time. 
Statement showing the amount of the sales of the 


public lands during the year 1837. 
tates and Territories. Purchase money. 


Ohio - - - $591,283 
Indiana -> - - 1,565,390 
Tilinois - - - 1,266,778 
Missouri - - - 828,452 
Alabama - - - 475,918 
Mississippi - - - 320,660 
Louisiana - - - 283,696 
Michigan - - - 969,106 
Arkansas -~ - - 353,920 
Wisconsin Territory - 223,479 
Florida Territory - - 125,852 

Total e - $7,004,538 
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The ruin of the curreacy was the next topic { 


which Mr. B. took up. No money, was the cry. 
Commerce, labor, industry of every kind, stagnant, 
languishing, paralyzed for want of money to. pat 
the wheels of business in motion! Such is the la- 
mentation which fills this chamber, and is re-echoed 
every where. Butis it true? Is it. true that the 


country as destimte of money, or only that | 


banks and capitalists have locked it up, and laid 
it away, to create fictitious scarcity, and thereby 
aid politicians in promoting discontent and in ac- 
complishing a political revolution? This is the 
question, and let authentic facts answer it. What 
is the actual amount of currency; paper as well as 
specie, now in existence in our conntry? The most 


recent, and authentic, estimates will place the | 


amount at about one hundred and seventy millions 
of doilars; namely, eighty millions of specie, and 
ninety-five millions of bank notes. The specie 
was computed at that amount a year ago, and has 
been increased near five millions during the year 
1837—the year of min, and is now daily increas- 
ing; the bank notes now in actual circulation are 
computed at ninety-five millions by the gentleman 
in the Treasury Department, charged with collect- 
ing the returns and expositions of the banks, and 
who has made out this statement at my special 
request, to be used upon this oceasion. Precise 
accuracy he knows to be unatlainable, but a close 
approximation to the true amount is easily accom- 
plished where publicity of bank reports are so 
general as they now are. The quantum of one 
hundred and seventy millions may then be assumed 
as the amount of the currency now in existence in 
the United States, How will this amount compare 
with periods proclaimed to have heen prosperous, 
and held up for our unceasing admiration and gra- 
titade? ‘There are two of those periods, each mark- 
ing the termination of a National Bank charter, 
and each presenting us with the actual results of 
the operations of those institutions upon the general 
currency, and each replete with lessons of instruction 
applicable to the present day, and to the present 
state of things, The first of these periods is the 
year 1811, when the first National Bank had ran 
its career of twenty years, and was permitted by 
Congress to expire upon its own limitation. T 
take for my guide the estimate of Mr. Lloyd, then a 
Senator in Congress from the State of ‘Massachn- 
setts, whose dignity of character and amenity of 
manners is so pleasingly remembered by those who 
served with him here, and whose intelligence and 
accuracy entitle his statements to the highest de- 
gree of credit. That eminent Senator estimated 
the total currency of the country, at the expiration 
of the charter of the first National Bank, at sixty 
millions of dollars, to wit: ten millions specie, and 
fifty millions in bank notes. Now compare the two 
quantities, and mark the results. Our population 
has precisely doubled itself since 1811. The in- 
crease of our currency should, therefore, upon the 
same principle of increase, be the double of what 
it then was; yet it is three times as great as it then 
was! The next period which challenges our atten- 
tion is the veto session of 1832, when the second 
Bank of the United States, according to the opinion 
of its eulogists, had carried the carre: cy to the ulti- 
mate point of perfection, What was the amount 
then? According to the estimate of a Senator from 
Massachusetts, then and now a member of this 
body, [Mr. Wessrer,] then a member of the Fi- 
nance committee, and with every access to the best 
information, the whole amount of currency was 
then estimated at about 100 millions; to wit: 20 
millions in specie, and 75 to 80 millions in bank 
notes. The increase of our population since that 
time is estimated at 26 per cent.; so that the in- 
crease of our cutrency, upon the basis of increased 
population, should also be 20 per cent. This 
would give an increase of 20 millions of dollars, 
making, in the whole, 190 millions. Thus, our 
currency in actual existence, is nearly one-third 
more than either the ratio of 1811 or of 1832 would 
give. Thus, we have actually about 50 millions 
more, in this season of ruin and destitution, than 
we should have, if supplied only in the ratio of 
what we possessed at the two periods of what is 
celebrated as the best condition of the currency, 
and most prosperous condition of the country. So 


much for quantity; now. for. the solidity of the cur, 
rency at these respective periods. . How stands the 
question of solidity? -Sir it-stands:thus:.. En 1811, 
live paper dollars:to one of silver; in 1832,: four:to 
one; in 1838, oñe-to one, as:near-as can bet. Thus, 
the comparative solidity ofthe eurrency-is infinitely 
preferable to; what it'ever.was before; for. thein- 
crease, under the sagacious polity of General Jacks 
son, bas taken place precisely where it was needed — 
at the bottom, and not at the top; at the foundation, 
and not in the roof; at the base, :and not at the 
apex. Our paper currency has increased but little; 
we may say nothing, upon the bases of -1811 and 
1832; ovr speci¢ has increased immeasurably; no 
less than eight fold, since 1811, and-four fold since 
i832. The whole increase is specie; and of that 
we have 70 millions more than. in 1811, and 60 
millions more than in 1832. Such are the fruits of 
General Jackson’s policy! a policy which we-only 
have to persevere infor a few years, to have our 
country as amply supplied with gold-and silver as 
France and: Holand are; that France and Holland 
in which gold is borrowed at 3 per cent. per annum, 
while we often borrow paper money at 3 per cent. 
a month. 

But there is no specie. Not a nine-pence to be 
got for a servant; not a picayune for a beggar; not 
a ten cent piece for the post office. Such is the as- 
sertjon; but how far is it true? Go to the banks, 
and present their notes at their counter, and it isall 
too true. No gold, no silver, no copper to be had 
there in redemption of their solemn promises to pay. 
Metaphorically, if not literally speaking, a demand 
for specie at the counter of a bank might bring to 
the unfortunate applicant more kicks than coppers. 
But change the direction of the demand; go to the 
brokers; present the bank note there; ‘no sooner said 
than done; gold and silver springs forth in any 
quantity; the notes are cashed; you are thanked. for 
your custom, invited to retarn again; and thus, the 
counter of the broker, and not the counter of the 
bank, becomes the place for the redemption of the 
notes of the hank. The only part of the transaction 
that remains to be told, is the per centum which is 
shaved off! And, whoever will submit to that shav- 
ing, can have all the bank notes cashed which he 
can carry tv them. Yes, Mr. President, the bro- 
kers, and not the bankers, now redeem the bank 
notes. There is no dearth of specie for that pur- 
pose. They have enough to cash. all the notes of 
the banks, and all the Treasury notes of the Go- 
vernment into the bargain. Loolt at their placards! 
not a village, not a city, not a town in the Union, 
in which the sign-boards do not salute the eye of 
the passenger, inviting him to come in and exchange 
his bank notes, and Treasury notes, for gold and 
silver. And why cannot the banks redeem, as well 
as the brokers? Why can they not redeem their 
own notes? Because a veto has issued from the 
city of Philadelphia, and because à political revolu- 
tion Is to be effected by injuring the country, and 
then charging the injury upon the folly and wick- 
edness of the Republican Administrations. This is 
the reason, and the sole reason. The Bank of the 
United States, its affiliated institations, and its po- 
litical confederates, are the sole obstacles to the re- 
sumption of specie payments. They alone prevent 
the resumption. It is they who are now in terror 
lest the resumption shall begin, and to prevent it, 
we hear the real shout, and feel the real application 
of the rallying ery, so pathetically uttered on this 
floor by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. W £8- 
STER,|—once more to the breach, dear friends, once 
more! 

Yes, Mr. President, the cause of the non-resump- 
tion of specie payments is now plain and undenia- 
ble. lt is as plain as the sun at high noon, in a 
clear sky. No two opinions can differ about it, haw 
much tongues may differ. The cause of not re- 


i suming is known, and the cause of suspension will 


soon be known likewise. Gentlemen of the Op- 
position charge the suspension upon the folly, the 
wiekedness, the insanity, the misrale, and misgo- 
vernment of ths outlandish Administration, as they 
classically call it; expressions which apply. to the 
people who created the Administration which have 
been so much ‘villified, and ‘who’ have sanctioned 
their policy by repeated elections. ‘The Opposition 
charge the suspension to them—to their policy--ta 
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their acts—to the veto of 1832—-the removal of the 
deposites of 1833—the Treasury order of 1836—and 
the demand for specie for the Federal Treasury. 
This is the charge of the politicians, and of all who 
follow the lead, and obey the impulsion of the de- 
nationalized Bank of the United States. But what 
say others whose voice should be potential, and 
even omnipotent, on this question? What say the 
New York city banks, where the suspension be- 
gan, and whose example was alleged for the sole 
cause of suspension by all the rest? What say 
these banks, whose position is at the fountain 
head of knowledge, and whose answer for them- 
selves is an answer for all. "What say they? 
Listen, and you shall hear! for I hold in my hand 
a report of acommittee of these banks, made under 
an Official injunction, by their highest officers, and 
deliberately approved by all the city institutions. 
It is signed by Messrs. Albert Gallatin, George 
Newbold, C. C. Lawrence, C. Heyer, J. J. Palmer, 
Preserved Fish,and G. A. Worth; seven gentle- 
men of known and established character, and not 
more than one out of the seven politically friendly 
tothe late and present Administrations of the Fe- 
deral Government. This is their report: 


“The immediate causes which thus compelled the banks of 
the city of New York to suspend specie payments, on the 10th 
of May last, are wellknown. The simultaneous withdrawing 
of the large public deposites, and of excessive foreign credits, 
combined with the great and unexpected fall in the price ofthe 
principal article of our exports, with an import of corn and 
bread stuffs, such as had never before occurred, and with the 
consequent inability of the country, particularly of the South- 
‘western States,to make the usual and expected remittances, 
did, at one and the same time, fall principally and necessarily, 
on the greatest commercial emporium of the Union. After a 
long and most ardous struggle, during which the banks, though 
not altogether unsuccessfully, resisting the imperative foreign 
demand for the precious metals, were gradually deprived of a 
great portion of their specie; some unfortunate incidents of a 
tocal nature, operating in concert with other previous exciting 
causes, produced distrust and panic, and finally one of those 
general runs, which, if continued, no banks that issue paper 
money payable on demand, can over resist; and which soon 
putit out of the power of those of this city to sustain specie 
payments. The example was followed by the banks throughout 
the whole country, with as much rapidity as the news of the 
suspension in New York reached them, without waiting for an 
actual run, and principally, if not exclusively, on the alleged 

rounds of the effects to be apprehended from that suspension. 

hus, whilst the New York city banks were almost drained of 
their specie, those in other places preserved the amount which 
they held before the final catastrophe.” 


Resuming kis remarks, Mr. B. repeated, this is 
what they say! These are the reasons assigned by 
those bankers for the stoppage! and what are they? 
They are, 1. The simultaneous withdrawing of the 
deposites; 2. Excessive importations of foreign 
goods on credit; 3. Fall in the price of cotton; 4. 
Importation of wheat and flour; 5. Some unfortu- 
nate incidents of a local nature; of which the death, 
by supposed suicide, of one of the bank presidents, 
may be considered asthe principal. These are the 
reasons! and what becomes now of the Philadelphia 
cry, re-eehoed by politicians, and subaltern banks, 
against the ruinous measures of the Administration? 


Not a measure of the Administration mentioned! | 


not one alluded to! Nota word about the Trea- 
sury order; not a word about the veto of the Na- 
tional Bank charter; not a word about the removal 
of the deposites from the Bank of the United States; 
not a word about the specie policy of the Adminis- 
tration! Not one word about any act of the Go- 
vernment, except that distribution act, disguised as 
a deposite law, which wasa measure of Congress, 
and not of the Administration, and the work of the 
opponents and not the friends of the Administra- 
tion, and which encountered its only opposition in 
the ranks of those friends. I opposed it, with some 
half dozen others; and among my grounds of oppo- 
sition one was, that it would endanger the deposite 
banks, especially the New York city deposite banks, 
that it would reduce them to the alternative of 
choosing between breaking their customers, and 
being broken themselves. This was the origin of 
that act—the work of the Opposition on this floor; 
and now we find that very act to be the cause 
- which is put at the head of all the causes which led 
to the suspension of specie payments. ‘Thus, the 
‘Administration is absolved. Truth has performed 
its office. A false accusation is rebuked and si- 
Jenced. Censure falls where it is due; and the 


authors of the mischief stand exposed in the double ` 


operation of having done the mischief, and then 
charged it upon the heads of the innocent. 


But, gentlemen of the Opposition say, there can | 
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be no resumption until Congress “acts upon the cur- 
rency? Until Congress acts upon the currency! 
that is the phrase! and it comes from Philadelphia; 
and the translation of it is, that there shall be no 
resumption until Congress submits to Mr. Biddle’s 
bank, and recharters that institution. This is the 
language from Philadelphia, and the meaning of 
the language; but, happily, a different voice issues 
from the city of New York! The authentic noti- 
fication is issued from the banks of thatcity, pledg- 
ing themselves to resume by the 10th day of May. 
They declare their ability to resume jand to continue 
specie payments, and declare they have nothing to 
fear, except from “deliberate hostility”—an hostility 
for which they allege there can beno motive—but of 
which they delicately intimate there is danger. Phila- 
delphia is distinctly unveiled as the seat of this 
danger. The resuming banks fear hostility—-DE- 
LIBERATE ACTS OF HOSTILITY—from that 
quarter. They fear nothing from the hostility, or 
folly, or wickedness of this Administration. They 
fear nothing from the Sub-Treasury bill. They 
fear Mr. Biddle’s bank, and nothing else but his 
bank, with its confederates and subalterns. They 
mean to resume, and Mr. Biddie means that they 
shall not. Henceforth two flags will be seen, 
hoisted from two great cities. The New York 
flag will have the word RESUMPTION inscribed 
upon it; the Philadelphia flag will bear. the inscrip- 
tion of NON-RESUMPTION, and DESTRUC- 
TION TO ALL RESUMING BANKS. Under 
the one, or the other, of these two flags, all other 
banks, all citizens, and each political party, will 
be found arranged. The whole country will di- 
vide between them, and no neutrals will be seen. 
In that great division, I assume to assign no one to 
a place. I leave it to each to find, and to take his 
own position. Of political parties, so far as chiefs 
are concerned, we can all see that their places are 
already taken. The Federal gentlemen are under 
the flag of NON-RESUMPTION; the Republicans 
are under theflag of RESUMPTION. My best 
wishes attend this latter flag; and, if need be, I 
shall be ready to give it a lift, and even to strain 
a point to help it on to victory. 

I have carefully observed the conduct of the 
leading banks in the United States. The New 
York banks, and the principal deposite banks, had 
a cause for stopping which no others can plead, or 
did plead. I announced that cause, not once, but 
many times, on this floor; not only during the pas- 
sage of the distribution law, but during the discus- 
sion of those famous land bills, which passed this 
chamber, and one of which ordered a peremptory 
distribution of sixty-four millions, by not only 
taking what was in the Treasury, but by reaching 
back, and taking all the proceeds of the land sales for 
years preceding. I then declared in my place, and 
that repeatedly, that the banks, having lent this 
money under our instigation, if called upon to re- 
imburse it in this manner, must be reduced to 
the alternative of breaking their customers, or of 
being broken themselves. When the New York 
banks stopped, I made great allowances for them; 
but I could not justify others for the rapidity with 
which they followed their example, and still less can 
I justify them for their tardiness in following the 
example of the same banks in resuming. Now 
that the New York banks have come forward to 
redeem their obligations, and have shown that sen- 
sibility to their own honor, and that regard for the 
punctual performance of their promises, which once 
formed the pride and glory of the merchant’s and 
the banker’s character, I feel the deepest anxiety 
for their success in the great contest which is to 
ensue. Their enemy isa cunning and a powerful 
one, and as wicked and unscrupulous as it is cun- 
ning and strong. Twelve years ago, the president 
of that bank which now forbids other banks to 
resume, declared in an official communication to 
the Finance Committee of this body, “ihat there 
were but few State banks which the Bank of the United 
States could not DESTROY by an exertion of its 
POWER.” Since that time it has become more 
powerful; and, besides its political strength, and its 
allied institutions, and its exhaustless mine of re- 
surrection notes, it is computed by its friends to 
wield a power of one hundred and fifty millicns of 
dollars! all at the beck and nod of one single man! 


for his automaton directors. are not even thought of. 
The wielding of this immense power, and its fatal 
direction to the destruction of the resuming banks, 
presents the prospect of a-fearful conflict ahead. 


.Many of the local banks will doubtless perish in 


it; many individuals will be ruined; much mischief 
will be done to the commerce and to the business 
of different places; and all the destruction that is 
accomplished will be charged upon some act of the 
Administration—no matter what—for whatever is 
given -out from the Philadelphia head is inconti- 
nently repeated by all the obsequions followers, 
until the signal is given to open upon some new cry. 

The ruin of the exchanges, both foreign and do- 
mestie, was the next topic of lamentation which 
Mr. B. examined. He said that the short interval 
which had elapsed since the extra sessidn had put 
an end to one branch of this lamentation—the 
branch of the foreign exchanges. At that session 
nothing but the recharter of the National Bank 
could turn the foreign exchanges in our favor, 
which, in May, were 22 against us. Gentlemen 
were just as positive of that, at the extra session, as 
they now are of the present total perdition of the 
country; yet in three brief months, and left to the 
operations of commerce, foreign exchange has re- 
gulated itself! and is now at 4 or 5 per cent. nomi- 
nal, giving a real difference in our favor of 5 or 6 
percent. If the Congresshad yielded to the clamor 
got up for the recharter of the National Bank at 
the extra session, with what exultation would not 
this chamber, and the whole Union, have rang! 
We should never have heard the last of it. As it 
is, the word foreign exchange is not even mention- 
ed. That branch of the lamentation has ceased. 
It is the domestic exchanges which now engross all 
concern. The revival of the great regulator is in- 
dispensable to their restoration. To hear these 
gentlemen, it would be supposed that domestic 
exchanges were never deranged before; that during 
the existence of the National Bank, all moneyed 
exchanges were level, and equal, and equable 
throughout the Union. Alas! that human memory 
is so short and treaeherous. Ihave in my hand, 
sir, a comparative statement of domestic exchanges, 
in the bank note department, for the glorious year 
of 1826, when the Federal Administration was in 
the middle of its reign—-when the Federal Bank 
was in its meridian splendor—when the Senator 
from Kentucky, who now mourns the ruin of all 
things [Mr. Cay} was in the Department of State 
—and when all the present orators of wo, or woful 
orators, as the case may be, rejoiced in the pleni- 
tude of power which their party then possessed, and 
celebrated the felicity of man on earth. This com- 
parative table is made up from the prices current 
of Philadelphia—from the very seat and citadel 
of the great regulator itself—and what does it 
say? Listen to it, and it will tell you. 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setis, Rhode Island, and Connnecticut, from 2-to 
24 per cent. discount in December, 1826; from 1 
to 2 in February, 1838. New York city, par then, 
and parnow. Country banks of New York, 14 to 
2 per cent. discount then; par now. Baltimore, $ 
then; 2 now. Western Virginia, 4 to 5 discount 
then ; 24 to 3 now. North Carolina, 23 to 5 then; 
24 to 3 now. South Carolina, 14 to 2then; 2% to 
3 now. Georgia, 2% to 3 then; 3% to 4 now. Alas 
bama, 10 to 14 then; 9 to Sd now. Louisiana, 3 
to 6 then; 4now. Mississippi, 10 to 16 then; 15 
now. Tennessee, 10 to 20 then; 12 to 123 now. 
Ohio, from 4 to 6 then; 34 to d now. Kentucky— 
(and at the name of Kentucky, Mr. B. raised his 
voice, and repeated the name with great emphasis) 
—Kentucky, from 45 to 55, and from 55 to 35 per 
cent. discount then; from 3% to 4 discount now! 
Let no gentleman suppose there is any mistake of 
figures in this reference to Kentucky. There is 
more than one person present who was then in 
Kentucky, and knows that 50 per cent. was the 
common difference of exchange against her cur- 
rency. I myself travelled in Kentucky in that pe- 
riod, and know the fact, and often saw the bills of 
travellers and others made out double—so much in 
specie, and so much in Kentucky paper—and the 
latter precisely the double of the former. Buch is 
the result of the comparison between the year 1826 
and the year 1838; in almost eypry instance deck 
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dedly in favor of the present day, and in the case 
of Kentucky ten to one more favorable to her now 
than then. Yet this Senate is to be lectured, and 
„the people of the United States to be terrified, with 
a tale of the ruin of these exchanges, brought 
about by the misrule of a senseless, wicked, im- 
practicable, and outlandish Administration. Such 
is the result; the same in exchanges. as in com- 
merce and in every thing else; the country incom- 
parably better off than it ever was before. And 
yet grave Senators, or Senators who ought to be 
grave, are seen to rise-in their places, compose 
their faces for the expression of wo, attune their 
voices for the communication of lamentable sounds, 
and then enact the part of Volney, sitting upon the 
ruins of Paimyra, and bewailing the downfall of 
states and empires. 

I will grant you, continued Mr. B. that do- 
mestie exchanges are deranged al present, —much 
deranged, but not so much so as in 1826; and u hy 
are they deranged now? Because specie payments 
are suspended; let specie payments be resumed, and 
domestic exchanges instantly regulate themselves, 
and eflect the regulation upon the simple and eter- 
xal principle of the expense of freight and insur- 
ance in the transportation of metallic money. The 
freight and insurance of silver, between any two 
extreme points in the United States, is 2 per cent; 
and that is the fair exchange on silver between the 
extremities of the Union. The exchange on gold 
is less than half what it is on silver, the freight be- 
ing so much less; and, in addition to all other argu- 
ments in favor of a gold currency, that of being the 
best regulator of exchange, is one of those which 
presents itself to the mind of every political ocono- 
mist. 

Mr. B. would make a few observations upon this 
subject of domestic exchanges. It was a subject 
on which every body had got to talking within a 
few years past, and which was now thrust into 
every argument upon the question of currency and 
finance. All this has grown up since the Bank,of 
the United States had undertaken to regulate these 
exchanges. More had been said and written on 
this subject since Mr. Biddle became president of 
the National Bank than in two hundred years be- 
fore; more in fact than had been said upon it since 
the day that John Cabot first came in sight of the 
North American coast, Aud why? Because in the 
administration of that bank, immediately after 
Mr. Cheves left it, commenced the abuse and per- 
version of the business of exchange, which was 
soon imitated by local banks, until it has now be- 

“come a means of extorting usury, transcending 
all other means of extortion, and brought to bear 
upon people who wish to borrow money, and not 
to sell bills, and many of whom never heard of a 
bill of exchange until they learnt that it was the only 
way in which money could be gotontofa bank. The 
Legislature of Indiana has just made examinations 
vpon this subject which show the nature of the abuse; 
but the practice of it was inconsiderable in that 
State compared to what it was in other places. The 
returns of the deposite hanks, and of the Bank of 
the United States, show the extent of the practice: 
and referring to the last of these returns made be- 
fore the suspension of specie payments, and the 
mass of dealings in these bills, and their excessive 
disproportion te ordinary loans, becomes impres- 
sively striking, {could name a bank, an interior 
one, not in a great city, nor even on a great river, 
in which the purchase of bills was $690,000, while 
the loans in the old way, on noles, were but $4,728 
and 14 cents! 

(Mr. Bucnaxan and other Senators here asked 
fos the name of the bank.] 

Mr. B. said his object was to expose a general 
practice, and net to exhibit particular instances; but 
as ine name of this bank was called for, he would 
give it with the leave of the young Senator from 

Mr. ALLen]; it was the bank in the town of 
ideñce, Chillicothe. But why mention par- 
iewlar instances where the practice is general? The 
setaurns of the Bank of the United States show that 
twenty odd millions were often out in domestic 
‘ills af exchange; the last returns of the deposite 
' panke, before they suspended, showed that they had 
jorty-four. millions out in that way; pine of them 
aly had twenty-two millions in these bills; and jn 


APPENDIX TO THE CON 


Making public offieers depositaries—Mr. Bentor ace 


looking over the column of suspended debts, it is 
seen that default in payment chiefly occurred on 
this description of debts. Much of this is an abuse 
of exchange. Much of it is a mere mode of covere 
ing usurious loans. A citizen is ferced to give a 
bill when he only wants to borrow; if he got the 
money as a loan on his note, he would pay nothing 
but interest, but getting it on a bill he has to pay ex- 
change in addition to interest, and then commis- 
sions besides. ‘Where the citizen is obliged to have 
the money, the bank can put the exchange at what 
it pleases, and so practice extortion and usury to 
any extent that it is willing’ This business, as an 
abuse, began with the Bank of the United States 
under the administration of Mr. Biddle. It was 
one of my original objections to that bank. | Is 
branches were engines for practising this abuse; 
and its own friends were among the first that ever 
complained to me abont it. In the reform of the 
banking system, to the necessity of which the pub- 
lic mind is now waking up, this abuse of the busi- 
ness of domestic exchanges is entitled to the first 
notice. Itis a vastsysiem of usury, extortion, and 
oppression of the community, a total perversion of 
the business of a bank, and a source of enormous 
and illicit gains, enabling them, after dividing vast 
profits, to give to their presidents and cashiers, in 
many instances, salaries transcending those of our 
Heads of Departments, Vice-President, and Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the ruin of prices, which 
had figured so largely in gentlemen’s speeches on 
the calamities of the country. Property, produce, 
labor—every thing, according to them, was now 
without price. But how was it in the fine times 
of Mr. Adams’s administration? Compare the 
prices of the two periods. Pork, then $1 25 per 
hundred, in the western country; wheat, some 
30 odd cents per bushel ; flour, 83 a barrel ; cotton, 
8 or 9 cents a pound; and every thing else in the 
same proportion. The people remember all this, 
and read with astonishment the distress harangucs 
which go forth from this floor. They know very 
well that all prices are better now, even when 
reduced to the specie standard, than they were in 
the time of the national bank, and under the Fede- 
ral Administration. ‘They have memory, and can 
recollect ten or twelve years back. Memory is 
the lowest attribute of the mind. It belongs even 
to irrational animals—to cattle. And yet the Fede- 
ral gentlemen do not seem to know that the people 
have memory, much less reason and judgment; 
and here is the fault, or the misfortune, of the gen- 
tlemen of the Federal party. They-believe they 
monopolize all the intelligence of the country ; and, 
by consequence, that the people know nothing, and 
will have to believe all they hear; and, there- 
upon, they tell them most incredible things. Now 
this belief of a monopoly of all the intelligence ex- 
tant, would be a very sweet conceit to indulge in 
privately, er even tu point a Bacchanalian song, or 
grace a barbecue speech, or to swell the exultation 
of midnight orgies; but it is fatal to act upon it in 
the business of life. The fate of the panic-makers 
of 1833, should warn them of that! when every 
panic-making candidate for the Presidency, instead 
of killing Jackson and Van Buren, killed himself’ 
off of the list of candidates! And when the tug of 
war came, they were found to be, what the broken 
bank notes are in the Treasury,—an unavailable 
Jund! So may itbe again. The people have me- 
mory, and knowledge, and reason, and judgment; 
and it will not do fer politicians to treat them as 
wanton boys do young robins, when they throw 
them gravel in place of bread. The people know 
their own condition, and they see through the con- 
duct of others. Tne farmers who were selling their 
produce in 1826 for the one-third, the one-half, or 
the three-fourths of what they are getting for it now, 
will not believe in the ruin of prices with which po- 
liticians assail their ears. 

Mr. B. finished the comparison, or rather the 
contrasts, between the year of Republican ruin, and 
the period of Federal prosperity, with the expression 
of his confident belief that the fallacy of all the 
gentlemen’s lamentations had heen completely 
shown. There was no ruin, but in their own ima- 
ginations. The year 1837, though not equal in the 
genera! activity of business to the bloated over- 
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action of 1836, was yet ‘transcendentiy superior to 
any year of Mr, Adams's administration. “Making 
a due allowance for an increase of pupulation, and 
the superiority was still far beyond that increase. 

Having vindicated General Jackson’s Adminis- 
tration from the imputation of having brought ruin 
upon the country, Mr. B. proceeded to notice soma 
of the. wars which he was charged ‘with’ waging 
upon some public institutions, and some branches 
of industry. Je was charged. by two Senators on 
this floor [Messrs. TaLtMaper and Cray] with hav- 
ing made war upon the late Bank ot ‘the United 
States; and one of these Senators [Mr. Cray] had 
charged this war to the base motive of revenge, 
because he could not succeed in his attempts to se- 
duce this virtuous institution into the field of polis 
ties, and into the support of his own political 
views. The first remark which I have to make 
upon this imputed war, is upon the new idea which 
it presents of the right of the bank to be continued 
in ils existence, when to oppose that continuation 
of existence is deemed a violation of that right, and 
a commencement of hostilities upon the institution. 
General Jackson made no movement against the 
existing charter of the late bank; he made no ate 
tempt to impair, or to destroy, the existing charter. 
The extent of his action was, to recommend to 
Congress the non-renewal of-the charter, and, af- 
terwards, to disapprove the new charter which Con- 
gress had granted. This was the extent of his. 
action—directed against a non-existent, and not 
against an existing charter. According to 
the Republican reading of the Constitution, the 
President had a right to do these things: nay 
more, that it was his duty t0 make this recom- 
mendation, and to-express this disapproval, if he 
thought the Constitution, or the public good, forbid 
the future existence of the bank. He had a clear 
right, under the Constitution, to do what he did; 
bat according to the Federal reading of the Consti+ 
lution, as exhibited by this objeciion, he had no 
such right; but was guilly of lawless violence, and 
waged war upon the imstitution, both in the recom- 
mendation, and in the exercise of the veto. This 
is the fair inference resulting from the accusation! 
Such is the progress of anti-republican ideas among 
us! ideas which go to invest a moneyed corpora« 
tion with a rightful claim to a perpetuity of exis« 
tence, and to stigmauze as war the constitutional 
exercise of Executive rights and duties. . 

With these remarks, to show the progress among 
us of ideas towards the royal doctrine of legitima- 
cy, I come to the main inguiry—the truth of the 
charge itself. Ts it true that General Jackson made 
war upon the Bank of the United States? Is it true 
that he was in favor of that institution, and only 
turned against it after his election to the Presiden- 
cy, and after be had failed in an attempt to convert 
it into a political machine, to subserve his own po- 
litical purposes? These are the qnestions which 
are now to be answered, and, happily, they will re- 
ceive answers whichwwill consign the charges to the 
lowest place in the deepest abyss of political calum- 
nies. These charges first crept into daylight at the 
velo session of 1832, and attained their full form 
and shape at the famous panicsession of 1833—34. 
In both instances they emanated directly from the 
Bank of the United Statesitself; and in the matured 
form which they received in 1833, in a report of a 
committee of that Bank, approved by the majority 
of its directory, they imported that, immediately af- 
ter the elevation of Gen. Jackson to the Presidency, a 
meeitng was held, of the principal chiefs, to con- 
sider af the means of perpetuating their new au- 
thority; and the possession of the Bank. was among 
the objects of the parties assembled. There was 
a combined effort to render the Bank subservient 
ta political purposes, and to break it if it could 
not be bent to these purposes. ‘This was the charge -— 
one very specific, and very susceptible of -proof, if 
there was any truth in it, No proof, however, has 
ever been attempted by those who made it, and no 
other specification under it, but the forty times ex- 
pioded misrepresentation about Jeremiah Mason, 
the president of the Portsmouth branch bank. The 
cabinet meeting, and the application for the re- 
moval of Mr.Mason, are fixed for the spring of 1829; 
and as the whole attempted. seduction, or destrue~ 
tion, of the Bank, was then planned, and as far ag 
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seduction was concerned, was then fully tied, a daie 
thereby presents itself which becomes the touchstone 
of the accusation It isin the spring of the year 1629 
that General Jackson has a meeting, and a consulta- 


tion, and resolves to bend the Bank to his pur- | 


poses, or to break it; and it is in June of the 


same year that the vile seduction. is attempted, į 


and is so indignantly repulsed! Of course, from 


that time forward, General Jackson ceuld feel | 
nothing but resentment against the unsedacible | 
Mr. Biddle, and Mr. Biddle could feel nothing but | 
abhorrence for the man that had attempted his | 
Now mark what havoe a few stubborn. j 


honor. 
dates, and a few recorded facts, will make of ali 


this fine romance! The spring of 1829 is the date : 
of this ferecious resolution of seduction, cr destrace | 
Now what does ; 


tion, and of repulse at seduction. 
January of 1830 bring forth? A nomination to the 


Senate of the United States, by General Jackson, of | 


this same Mr. Biddle to be cne of the Government 
directors of the bank; and nominated at the head of 
the list, which was tantamount fo nominating him 
for the presidency of the bank. In the Senate this 
nomination is unanimously voted for by the friends 


of General Jackson, and Mr. Biddle accepts the | 


appointment thus confeffed. This is one date and 
one fact. What next? Why, in January, 1831, 
President Jackson repeats the same nomiaation; his 
friends in the Senate give it the same unanimous 
vote, and Mr. B:ddle repeats his acceptance of this 
repeated appointment. ‘This is a second date, and 
a second fact. Is there any thing more? Yes, sir, 


another nomination—another unanimous vote for | 


it—and another acceptance, in January, 1832. So 
that three times, in three years, after resolving on 


the destruction of Mr. Biddle and the bank—after | 


zesolving to bend the bank tu his purposes, or to 
break it—this violent man, who will 
opposition to his will, replaced the same Mr. Bid- 
àle as a Government director, and indicated him 
for the head of the institation; and three times, in 
three years, after this attempted seduction, did Mr. 
Biddle receive appointments at the hands of the 
map whom, he now gives us.to understand, he heid 
in abiorrence on account of that atlempt. 

Mr. President, there are cases in which the wise 
maxims of the Jaw—the Mosaic, as weil as the 
civil, and the common law—reqelre an immediate 
ery, and will not listen to a stale acensation. The 
instance before us is one of lise Cases. 
gin bank should have screamed in June, 1 
was too late to begin, faintiy, in May, 1882, 


only rise to an audible shriek in December, 1833, 
after the depesites had been removed. 
delayed complaint of outrage, and then a limping 
and halting complaint, under such circumstances, 
looks more like the accusation of revenge than the 
shriek of injured innocence. © It looks like the ac- 
cusation of Pouphar's wife against Joseph. No, 
sir! the accusation is false upon its face. It is 
proven to be false by dates and facts; but the proof 
does not stop here. 
dence in my posacssion, of character: sti'l higher, 
and of effect still more conclusive, to be produced 
if the Senate pleases: itis a letter from General 
Jackson himself; and being a letter, it cannot be 
read except by the leave of the Senate. [Cries of 
leave, leave, leave, from different parts of the 
chamber.] Mr. B. would’ avail himself of the 
leave which was granted, and would read the let- 
ter; but he first chose to explain the circumstances 
under which it came to be written. We have 
many prophets in this time, said Mr. EB. but most 
of them are ex post facto pertormers in the art of di- 
vination—foretelling most accurately the whole 
event after it had happened. I, on the contrary, 
have undertaken to practice a little in the old way 
—to divine ahead—to prophetize of a coming 
event; and so, when on my way to Congress lasi 
fall, L wrote to Generali Jackson from my steam- 
boat in the Ohio river, to inform him of this attack 
which was to be made upon him in the Senate, and 
to say to him that if he chose to answer it himself, 
and would write me a:letter to that effect, i would 
dramatize the scene, when the attack was made, 
by introducing him to speak tor himself. The at- 
tack has been made; and here is the answer, a let- 
ter from the Hermitage, dated November 29, 


| on th 
` Rppei 


brook no ; 
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it was known that the veto was resolved upon, and j 


Such long | 


I have another piece of evi- ! 


1837, all written in the old General’s own hand, 


and written with the vigor and rapidity of an arm 
that was driving the British and the Indians before 


it. This is the letter, 
~ o “Wersitacy, Nov. 29, 1 37. 

“The charge made of my being fnendly w the Bank of the 
United States nutil I found it could notte used to subserve my 
political purposes, wher I turned against it, is one of the basest 
calumnics ever uttered, Such musi ail pronounce it whoknow 
any thing about me. I have ever opposed the establishment of 
this bank on grounds of both constituuonality and expediency. 

* When the aristocratic few at Nashville tirst made a move- 
ment to obtain a branch there, they were forestalied by a jaw of 
ne Legislature, imposing a heavy fine upon any bank that 
suldatternpt todo busmess within the limits of the State 
Without being ira: chartered by the Legislature thereof This 
provision of the Legislature had my cordial approbation, and 
prevented, while it continued in force, a location of the branch 
of the bank at Nashville; butit was afterwards repealed. I was 
absent at the time the subject of repeal was discussed, but 
reached the seat of Government the eh before the final vote 
en ils passage In the State Renate, and in time to expos:ulate 
with Robert Ç. Foster, esq. then the presiding officer over that 
body. I warnedhim of the danger of repealing that law, and 
stated to him that the object of those who favored the repeal 
was the intruduction of the United States Bank, and that the re- 
sults of the operation of this institution in ‘Tennessee would be 
to drain the S:atw of its precious metals, for the benefit of the 
foreigners who held itsstock. The circumstance that there was 


. at thie time but one or two individualsin thie State who owned 


any stock ofthe institution, enabled me to press the argument 
re with considerable force. But Mr. Fester, if now 
id, must vouch fur the fact that my objections to the 
bank were founded principally on my conviction that its char- 
ter was not authorized by the Constitution of the United Siates. 
My admonitions were, however, unheeded: the penalty was re- 
peéaled; and, as I foresaw and predicted, sieps were soon taken 

barn the loéatiun ofa branch at Nashville. A memorial to 
vet was presented to me for my signature, which | pe- 
remptorily refused to sign. General Cadwallader shortly after- 
wards cae to Nashville as agent of the bank, and visited and 
dined with me. My opposition to the bank, and repugnance to 
iis establ.sament at Nashville, were, on this occasion, as free 
and unreserved as they had been before. 

“Some short period after the visit of General Cadwallader, 
when the branch was established, a recommendation for the 
appointment of two gentlemen to fill the places of its president 
ain! cashier was shown to me, with a request that Ishould state 
nowledge of the character of these two gentlemen. The 
being established, and the people liavle to be cursed wih 
al} is atlentantevils, I expressed m v cenfidence in the two gen- 
Uemen reierred to, believing (bem to be honest, and that, asfaras 
they had control over the institution, it wouid not be wielded 
for corrupt political purposes. This recommendation, F have 
been internied, has been used to prove my approbation of the 
establishment of this bank. Ño also has my agency in for- 
warding a memorial from the mércantile interest of Pensacola, 
in ute year 1521, when I was the Governor of Florida. On this 
ias: accasion, my hostility to the bank was freely expressed, bur. 
utrs did not restrain me from forwarding a memorial of the citi- 
zens for the éstadlistimrentofa branch. As Governor ofthe Ter- 
itory. T deemed i: my duty to make known the wishes and feel 
rf the people, however different ihey were frem wy own. 
early imb:bed the jea'ousy of those who framed the 
n, in respect to the dangers of monopolies tothe free- 
ior thec tizea, and to the sovercignty and efficacy of our 
te Governments, 1 have b-en alweys unfriendly to the 
hited Siates. Nor have Í stopped here. My 
been cqnally repugnant to the establishment of 
sof mere p-per issues, as all must recollect who 
nowledge of my conduct as a citizen of Tennessee, 
cularly of the part I toek when its late State bank was 
Sly position now is, and has ever been since I 
have heen able to form an opiuion on this subject, that Con- 

s35 has no power to charter a bank, and that the States are 
} bited by the Constitution from issuing bi f credit, or 
granting acharter by which such bills cas be issued by any 
carporatica or other body.” . 

Having read the Jetter, Mr. B. said he should 
make but three remarks upon it; first, that it con- 
tained a peremptory contradiction of this whole 
story of turning against the bank, because he 
cult not bend it to his purposes; secondly, that 
it shows General Jackson to have been always op- 
posed te any Bank of the United States, and 
inst the recharter of the late one; thirdly, that 
ies home a knowledge of all this to the bank 
itself in the person of its confidential agent, ts fre- 
quent director, and the friend and connection of Mr. 
Biddle. 

General Jackson is cleared of the foul imputa- 
tion, and how stands the matter of faet with that 
bank? Is it, or is it not, a political machine, and 
as such constantly working with a political party, 
and with that party whose tenets favor the funda- 
mental principles of that corporation? I hold the 
affirmative of these inquiries, and shall insist that 
the bank was created fer a political machine; 
that it always has been, and forever will be, such 
a machine; and that it belongs to the party whose 
latitudinarian doctrines, and whose passion for a 
strong and splendid Government, find a natural 
support in an institution whose principle ere—con- 
centration of wealth, exclusive privileges, monn« 
poly, perpetuity of existence, irresponsibility to the 
people, and sucecssion of membership. 
banks owe their establishment, in these United 
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his objects. He made his- first report to 
Congress, in favor of a national bank, in Decem» 
ber, 1791; and in that original. proposition for cre 
ating the institution, he boldly avows its political 
character. These are his words: “Such a bank is. 
not a mere matter of private property, but a POLI- 
TICAL MACHINE of the highest importance to the - 
Created ‘then for a political. machine, it 
immediately entered upon the fulfilment of its desti- 
nation; and this first bank, thus created, is said by 
Marshall, in his Life of Washington, “ To have 
contributed to that complete organization of those 
distinct and visible parties, which, in their long and 
dubious conflict for power, have since shaken the 
United States to their centre.’ A political mà- 
chine, defining parties, and acting with the Fede- 
ralists during the whole period of ils existence, 
the first Bank of the United States sunk under the 
odium of its party character. The Republicans, in 


the ascendant, refused to renew its charter in 1814. 


The question of renewal, as the debates of the time 
fully show, largely turned upos the political cha- 
racter and conduct of the institution; and a member 
of the Senate, then and now on this floor, (Mr. 
Cay,] characterized the Federal Senators present 
as the Macedonian phalanx of the bank. 


The creation of the second bank, in 1816, was 
also contested as a political institution, but with an 
almost total reversal of parties. Mr. Madison’s 
administration, in putting down the first bank, had 
committed the great error of falling back upon the 
local banks for a national papercurrency. Instead 
of re-establishing the currency of the Constitution 
for the Federal Treasury, and especially restoring 
the gold currency, by correcting the, erroneous 
standard of that nietal, and thereby preserving an 
adequate supply of the precious metals for the use 
of the whole country, the great error was commit- 
ted of falling back upon the paper currencies of the . 
States. The fruit of that error was, the speedy 
reduction of the Federal Government io the use of 
broken bank paper, the involvement of the whote 
community in the same calamity, and a resori to 
a second Naticnal Bank to supply a national paper 
currency. The second bank was brought torward, 


‘in the extremity of their distress, by. the Repabli- 


can Administration, to hiep them out of the mad 
and mire of a broken bank currency, and.to aid. 
them in the operations of the Government. -H was 
then to be a machine on their side. As such, it 
was supported by Republicans; as such it was 
opposed by Federalists; a reversal of party position 
haviog taken place in relation to the bank, and 
each party having fallen into the delusive belief 
that a National Bank could be the supporter of a 
Republican Administration! Parties changed posi- 
tion, a few individuals standing firm on each side; 
but the masses crossing over, taking each others 
places, and freely dealing out the accusations ef, 
inconsistency —desertion—abandonment of friends 
—compromise of principle, &e. &c. Jt would be 
tedious to verify this statement by a citation of 
speeches, and the reading of yeas and nays; nor 
is it necessary to cite much. A single quotation 
from the speeches of the two eminent. members, 
one of the Senate and one of the House, and both 
present members of this body—ihen on apposite 
sides in relation to the bank, now both on the 
same side in favor of it—will illustrate the point 
in issue, and establish every thing necessary to be 
known aboutit. By one of these speeches the 
creation of the bank was advocated as a piiical 
power, necessary to be possessed by the Federal 
Government,-as a counterpoise to the poiiticat 
power which the local banks gave to the States; 
and the loyalty of the State in which the mether 
bank was placed, was relied upon to prevent a 
concurrence in any scheme for subverting the Fe- 
deral Government. By the other speakur, ‘the 
creation of this bank, with a participation in its 
management and direcion by the appointment of 
five directors—its capital of thirty-five mions- 
and the coniro! and inflaence which the Gavern- 
ment would have over it, presented irasan object of 
vice and deformity; and as giving to the Governe- 
ment a power over ihe institution, and over indi- 


States, to Genera} Hamilton—-a frank and a brave || into terms, and io compel ine bank itself ic de 
man, who scorned to deny or tẹ dissemble | whatever the Administration pleased. 
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Mr. B. then read a passage from a speech of 
Mr. Cray delivered in Kentucky, after his return 
from Congress in 1816, and explaining the reasons 
for his change of opinion in relation to a National 
Bank. The passage was in these words: 


“Uf political power be incidental to banking corporations, 
there ought, perhaps, to be, in the General Government, some 
counterpoise to that which is exerted by the States, Sucha 
counterpoise might not, indeed, be so necessary, if the States exer- 
cised the power to incorporate banke equally, or in proportion 
to their respective populations, But that is not the casc. A 
single State hasa banking capital equivalent, or nearly so, to the 
one-fifth ofthe whole banking capital of the United States. 
Four States combined have the major part of the capital of the 
UnitedStavs. In the event ofany convulsion in which the dis- 
tribution of Packing institunions might be important, it may be 
urged that the mischief would not be alleviated by the creation 
of a National Bank, since ita location must be in one of the 
States. But in this respect, the location ofthe bank is extreme- 
ly favorable, being in one of the Middle States, not likely from 
its position, as wellas its loyalty, to concur in any echeme for 
subverting the Government; and a sufficient security against 
such contingency isto be found in the distribution of branches 
in different States, acting and reacting upon the parent institu- 
tion and upon each other.” 


Mr. B. then read a paragraph from a speech of 
Mr. Wesster, delivered in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, April 4, 1836, in opposition to the char- 
ter of the second Bank of the United States: 


“Mr. Wegsrer said this was a subject on which a great 
change of opinion had taken place on both sides of the 
House, and animadverted on what he called a compromise 
of principle on a great moneyed institution, and the de- 
sertion, not only of principles, but of friends, which 
had characterized the proceedings on the bill, He then 
spokewome time against the bill, which he pointedly condemn- 
ed, on account of the participation of the Government in its 
direction and management. I, said he, instead of the little 
scraps of amendments, which were very well as far as they 
went, but very trifling, and only served to cover ihe vice and 
deformity of the scheme, the Senate had returned the bill 
healthy, in all the beauty of the original institution, it would 
have passed through the House swifter than the current of the 
Potomac. ° * * * That control and influence overa 
great banking institution should not be possessed by the Go- 
vernment. The degree of that influence was not material, the 
principle remaining the same, he the influence more or less ex- 
tensive. > + = * Could it be doubted that, with this 


capital, and this power over it, the Government could bring any . 


man into terms, and make the banks act as they pleased?” 
‘Such are the grounds on which the establishment 
of the second Bank of the United States was con- 


tested in 1816. The Republicans advocated it, be- || 


cause they saw no other way to get out of the 
slough of irredeemable paper money; the Federal- 
ists opposed it, because they feared the bank 
would be an engine of power and influence in the 
hands of the Republican Aministration. A few 
years’ experience dispelled this fear. At the first 
reorganization of parties, the bank developed as a 
political power on the Federal side. This was at 
the Presidential election, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in Fedruary, 1825. The bank then 
took the field, on the side opposed to the can- 
didate who had the plurality of the people’s votes 
in his favor. It has kept the field ever since; and 
if itisnow unable to resume specie payments, it 
must be principally on account of expenses and 
losses incurred in thirteen years’ warfare against 
the people of the United States, against their form 
of Government, and against the persons whom 
they have elected to carry on the Government. The 
bank is now the head, and the support „of the 
Federal party, all the Federalists who opposed its 
creation, have gone over to it. It is their leader, 
and their pointe @appui. Any catastrophe to it, 
would be destruction to them, and would annihilate 
them as a national party. Away then with vain 
denials, of which nobody is the dupe. The bank 
is a political machine—a Federal political machine; 
and no denial of the fact can alter or conceal its 
truth. The leopard had as well deny the spots on 
his body-—-the Ethiopian had as weil deny the color 
of his skin, as for this bank to deny its politica 
eharacter, its anti-Republican nature, and its thir- 
teen years’ warfare upon the people and their form 
of Government. f 
War upon the local banks is the next accusation 
upon General Jackson and his successor. After 
putting down the Bank of the United States, he 
went to work to destroy the State banks. So say 
the Opposition speakers, [Messrs. TaLLManGE and 
Cray.) Now let us examine into the truth of this 
accusation. What was the conduct of General 
Jackson to the local banks? In 1833 he removed 
the public deposites to these banks, and gave them 
the benefit of the immense accumulations of pub- 
lic money which then took place. Atthesame time, 
ke véleased their notes from that state of exclusion 
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from the Federal Treasury to which they had been 
subjected during the whole time of the Bank of the 
United States. For the first time, in near twenty 
years, their notes were received and paid out in the 
receipts and disbursements of the Federal revenue. 
At the panic session, when the whole Opposition 
exerted themselves for so many months to excite a 
run upon the local banks, and to blow them up, 
who defended them, here and elsewhere, but Gene- 
ral Jackson and his friends? Who defended the 


| Safety Fund banks from the dead set which was 


then made at them? General Jackson and his 
friends! Who rejoiced in the explosions of the 
District banks, and the Maryland Bank, and 
announced the joyful tidings on this floor? The 
Opposition! And who grieved over these failures? 
General Jackson and his friends! And when the 
time came for him to deliver his last annual mes- 
sage, what was his language in relation to these 
banks? Was it that of vengeance, or was it the 
language of kindness, of confidence, and of support? 
Listen to it: 

© Experience continues to realize the expectations entertained 
as to tho capacity of the State banks to perform the duties of 
fiscal agente to the Government. At the time of the removal of 
the deposites, it was alleged by the advocates of the Bank of 
the United States that the State banks, whatever might be the 
vegulations of the Treasury Department, could not make the 
transfers required by the Government, or negotiate the domes- 
tic exchanges ofthe country. It ia now well ascertained that 
the reat domestic exchanges, performed through discounts by 
the United States Bask and ite twenty-five branches, were at 
least one-third less than those of the deposite banka for an equal 
period of time; and if a comparison be inatitated between the 
amountsof service rendered by these inatitutiona on the broader 
basis which has been used by the advocates of the United Staten 
Bank, in estimating What they consider tho domestic exchanges, 
the result will be stihl more favorablo to the a roll banks.” 
root A itie believed that the law of the last 
session, regulating the deposite banks, operates onerously and 
unjustly upon them in many respecta; and it is hoped that 
Congress, on proper representations, will adopt the modifica- 
tions which are necessary to prevent this Consequonce.” 

This was the language of the last Message, and 
this is called war upon those banks. Certainly war 
should be made of sterner stuff! But, Mr. Van 
Buren! he carries on war against them also! so say 
the same Opposition Senators. But, here again the 
charge is met by proof which annihilates it. Mr. 
Van Buren has spoken for himself on this point, 
and his whole conductcorresponds with his declared 
sentiments, In his letter to Mr. Sherrod Williams, 
he says: 

“Although J have always been opposed to the increase of 
banks, f would, nevertheless, pursue towarda the existing in- 
stitutions a jnst and liberal course, protecting them in the right 
fal enjoyment of the privileges which have been granted to 
them, and extending to them the good will of the community, 
so long as they discharge, with fidelity, the delicate and im- 
portant public tusts with which they have been invested. 

“But all experience having shown that there is no delegated 
power more lable to abuse than that which consistein chartered 
privileces of this description, I would be astute in watching 
the course of the banka, and vigilant and prompt in arresting 
the slightest aspiration on their part to follow a bad example, 
by secking to become the masters, when they were designed to 
be the servants, of the people.” 


Such has been the language and the conduct of 
Gen. Jackson, and Mr. Van Buren, towards these 
banks; a conduct anda language utterly disprov- 
ing the imputation of making war upon them. But 
this is notall: other proofs of forbearance, of indul- 
gence, and of benefits extended to them, remain to 
be stated. When the deposite banks stopped pay- 
ment last spring, the Government continued to re- 
ceive their notes, at par, in payment of balances 
due, although these notes were 5, 10, 15, and in 
some instances 18 per cent. below par. This was 
a gain to them of that much, and an equal loss to 
the Government creditors, to whom they were paid 
out, and an immense injury to the character and 
popularity of the Administration itself. Again, 
when Congress met at the extra session, extended 
time was given to all these institutions to pay up 
their balances—a time which has not yet expired, 
and which has enabled them to give time and 
indulgence to their own debtors. Far from 
injuring them, the Republican Administrations 
have confided in them to their own cost, and 
to the great injury of their own popularity. 
They had the confidence of Government when the 


| public money was put mto their hands. In placing 


the public money with them, the fate of the 
Administration, in a large degree, was committed 
to them. We wished them well, upon the same 
principle that we wished ourselves well. Since 
our wishes have been disappointed, and: the Admi- 
nistration and the country have been the chief 
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sufferers, we make no war, but grant indulgence, 
exercise forbearance, and ask for peace. We 
want peace—that safe and permanent peace which 
results from separation of interests, and aksence.of - 
all the causes of collision. True, General Jackson, 
and Mr. Van Buren, and all their friends, wish to 
see the banking system of the United States re- 
formed. They wish to see great reforms intro- 
duced into the system; and, if itis not done, they 
believe that great mischeifs must eventually result 
to the community, and great injury to the banks 
themselves. ‘They look for a great catastrophe, 
if great reforms are not effected. - 

„À war upon the merchants is another of the 
offences charged upon General Jackson; and what 
is the evidence of it? The eommerce of the coun- 
try nearly doubled sticehe became President; near- 
ly one half of the whole amount of imports made 
free of duty; the duties greatly reduced on all the 
remainder; indemnities obtained from France, 
Spain, Denmark, and Naples, for spoliations com- 
mitted under former administrations, and which 
former administrations in vain solicited; ships of 
war sent into every sea for the protection of mer- 
cantile interests; ministers and consuls sent to new 
points, and to further pointæthan they ever went to 
before; outrages punished on the opposite side of 
ihe globe, even among the antipodes; time given 
to merchants for the payment of their bonds; de- 
bentures paid to them in specie, while they with- 
hold specie from the Government! Such are the 
evidences of this war upon merchants, of which we 
hear so much. So far from making war upon 
them, General Jackson’s administration has done 
more for merchants than any one, or any two ad- 
ministrations, that ever preceded him. He has 
been their beneficent benefactor; and this is known 
to every citizen who knows the history of his coun- 
try, and is acknowledged by every merchant whose 
heart is American. The imputation of hostility to 
merchants is an old Federal accusation against Re- 
publicans. It was made against Mr. Jefferson; 
and his “terrapin policy” was long the theme of 
the politician, the press, the jester, and the carica- 
turist. 

No, Mr. President, General Jackson made no 
war either upon banks or merchants; not even upon 
the Bank of the United-States, for he never attack- 
ed its existing charter; and his opposition to a new 
one can only be looked upon as aggressive, and as 
amounting to war, by those who consider the bank 
above the Government, and entitled, like a royal 
progeny, to a perpetuity of existence. That great 
man made no war upon any institution; or upon 
any interest; but, sir, we have seen some wars 
made—there are some still making—-and I wlll 
take the liberty to enumerate a few of them. — 

First, there was the war against the local banks 
generally, during the whole panic session, in which 
no term of reproach was too odious to be lavished 
upon them, and no statements to discredit 
them, no asserticn to destroy confidence in them, 
no attempts to excite runs upon them, and to 
blow them up, were too shameless or too ynscru+ 
pulous to find authors, abetters, and aiders, in the 
ranks of their present most officious friends. 

Next was the war upon the safety fund system, 
and the safety fund banks, of the State of New 
York, which, for two or three sessions, raged with 
such violence en this floor. During all that time, 
nothing so corrupt as this system, nothing more 
certain than its rottenness and explosion, and no- 
thing so dreadful as the prospect of having it im- 
posed upon the ‘whole Union in the event of an. 
election of a certain citizen of the State of New 
York to the Presidency of the United States. In 
this war, I had the honor toextend a feeble aid tothe 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Tatrmapasz,] in his 
patriotic defence of the institutions of his. State 
against the repeated and violent assaults of his pre- 
sent coadjutor in politics from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cray.) 

Then came the war, which still continues, upon 
the constitutional currency of the country—a. war 
in which gold and silver has received all the abuse - 
which, in other countries, would be lavished: upon. 
counterfeit money. First ridiculed as- visionary 
and impracticable; then denounced and stigmatized 
as a barbarism; then attempted to be forced. out of. 
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the eountry by deportation; then attempted to be 
imprisoned, end shut out from the light of day,. by 
shutting down all the bapks upon it; then attempt- 
ing to drive it off by turning loose upon ita pesti- 
ferous issue of shin-plasters and. small fictes; and 
now straining might and main to. keep it down by 
keeping up irredeemable .paper, preventing a. re- 
gimption of specie payments, and forcing a cur- 
rency. of broken bank notes into the coffers of the 
Federal Goverttmenit. ; 

Another war which we have seen going on ever |i 
since the veto session, six years ago, and which we 
still see, is upon the general business.of the country; 
turning off laborers, reducing wages, stopping 
work, shutting yp factories; expanding and con- 
tracting the paper currency, so. as to make money 
plenty one day and scarce the next; monopolizing 
bread and fuel, to double their price, while dimi- 
nishing the capacity of the laborer. to purchase; 
fabricating distress by every act of real oppression, 
and aggravating it by.every art of fictitious exag- 
geration; looking forward to an “awful winter” as 


to.a banquet of intellectual enjoyment; scarcely. |}. 


concealing their dissatisfacti#a with Providence Tor 
giving mildness instead of severity of weather, arid 
insulting the victims of their oppression by doling 
out to them ax ostentatious and contemptible 
charity. Cat S 
Another of these wars, one which we have wit- 
nessed ever, since the Presidential election in the 
House of. Representatives, in February, 1825, is 
that which has been. so appropriately denounced by 
the Senator from Ghio, who sits to the left, (Mr. Mor- 
RIS,] and which exceeds all others in enormity, be- 
cause it is a war upon the fundamental pririciples 
of our Constitution, and upon the form of the Go- 
vernment under which we Jive. The revival of 
this war dates from the election of Mr. Adams by 
the House of. Repressntatives, in 1625, but its 
origin. iscoeval with the foundation of the Govern- 
tients Up to the first election of Mr. Jefferson, in 
1800, this war was carried on upenly and furiously, 
and the sentiment contained’ in the elder. Mr. 
Adams’s book on the American , Constitutions, that 
the British Constitution, with its king, lords and com- 
mons, was the most stupendous fabric of human inven- 
tion, had its open and public defenders. The se- 
cond election of Mr. Jefferson sunk Federalism | 
too low. It drove it into a state of hiberna- 
tion, far norih, from which it did not emerge 
for many years; and which left it without 
distinctive character, or object, until the Con- 
gress. election of the second Mr. Adams. Then 
. the ancient principles of the party revived, and the 
war recommenced upon the principles, and upon 
the form, of our Government, in the attacks which 
were made upon the capacity of the people to choose 
their own Presidents. This war then recommenced, 
and has continued ever since; for what is this eter- 
nal denunciation of General Jackson, buta denun- 
ciation of that immense majority of the American 
people, who have three times preferred him for Pre- 
sident, and a fourth time approved his policy in the 
election of his successor? What is this infinite ac- | 
cumulation of degrading epithets upon the mad, 
wicked, outlandish, and ruinous administration of 
General Jackson, but an application of the same 
epithets to the people who elected him, and who 
have approved his Administration? What is this 
ery for a change of the “experimenters,” buta cry. 
for a change of. the voters who elect them? Be- 
yond doubt, the capacity of the people to choese 
thier representatives, is attacked in these incessant 
assaults upon their representatives; and the zeal and 
unanimity with which this waris carried on, make 
it high time to.considei itin its true aspect, as a de- 
liberate waging of. hostility apon. the principles of 
our Constitution, and the form.efour Government. 
Finally, we see.a war against an individual, 
against a retired citizen, an aged man, one that has 
done the State some service—a.war of which there 
are but few examples in the annals.of Christendom, 
or. within. the. boundaries of the. civilized world. 
General Jackson. is no longer on the stage of ac- 
tion; he is no longer in any man’s way.. Through 
the portals of everlasting fame he has made his exit 
from the stage of public life, and has gone into that 
retirement never- more to be withdrawn from it, 
which he has always sought, and from which his 
country has so often recalled him. Repose is the 


‘only boon that he now asks of the world, and.such 
a man has certainly a right to tranguillity—a right 
to be free from invasion—in the evening of his days, 
and in the shelter of his own house. But-he is not 
free from invasion. Persecution fo.ows him. A 
war of uncxampled ferocity is waged against him; 
and the destruction of his character, public aad pri- 
vate, and the laceration of his feelings, seem to be 
the relentless design of the assailants. That I may 
do no injustice to any one by mistaken recitals, I 
will here exhibit some specimens of this warfare, 
as I find them preserved and perpetuated ir the 

rinted copy of a speech delivered on this floor. 

read from arevised copy, bearing. every mark of 
authenticity, and of deliberate preparation. 

“War and strife, endless war and strife, personal or na- 
tional, foreign or domestic, were the aliment of the late Pre- 
sident’s existence. War-against the bank, war against France, 
and strife and contention with a countless number of indivi- 
duals. The wars with Black Hawk and the Seminoles were 
scarcely a luncheon for his voracious appetite; and he made 
his exit from public life, denouncing war and vengeance against 
Mexico and the State banks.” i 

When Mr. B. had read this paragraph, Senator 


Linn inquired of him from whose speech he was 


reading? ee 

. Mr. B. said he would answer the inquiry authen- 
tically, by reading the title page of the speech. He 
read: 

“ Speech of the Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky, establishing 
a deliberate design, on the part of the late and present Exetu- 
tive of the United States, to break down the whole banking sys- 
tem of the United States, commencing with the Bank of the 
United States, and terminating with the State banks, and to 
create on their ruins a Government Treasury Bank, under the 
exclusive control of the Executive, and in reply to the speech 
of the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, supporting that 
Treasury Bank. Delivered in the Senate of the United States, 
February 19, 1838. Printed by Gales and Seaton, Washington 
City, 1838.” ; 

Bir, this is the speech from which I read. The 
paragraph is a brief-one, but it is comprehensive; 
and in the eagerness of the speaker to get at the 
victim, the public interests, the existing interests of 
the country, are overlooked, and endangered. Who 
can now look for any indemnities from Mexico, or 
for any submission from the Seminole Indians, un- 
til after the next Presidential election is over? Who 
can now count upon the quietude of Black Hawk, 
the removal of the Cherokees, or the peace of the 
Western frontiers? The foreignand domestic poli- 
ey of General Jackson is set down to the love of 
strife, andthe spirit of vengeance; this must excite 
all foreign nations, and all Indians, to resist ‘his 
policy. His personal difficulties are said to be 
countless, ahhough we can count the whole popu- 


lation of the Union; they are said to be endless, al- | 


though he is known to have had no such difficulties 
for a quarter of a century, and to have become the 
friend and benefactor of many of those with whom 
he has had dissensions. Granted that he has 
had personal difficulties, and violent ones, yet 
they can be counted, and they have ended. 
Violence subsides; malice never dies! and that 
is the difference between General Jackson’s feuds, 
and those of some cther persons. Sir, I have some 
knowledge upon this subject; and this leiter, (hold- 
ing up one from General Jackson) delivered to me 
since Í rose to speak, the seal yet unbroken, can 
attest that his animosities are not endless. “War 
and sirife, endless war and strife, &c. &c. were the 
aliment of the late President's existence.” And 
this is to be said of a citizen who, at the early age 
of thirty-three, resigned the place of Senator on 
this floor to go home, and live upon a farm so re- 
tired as to merit, and to receive, the name of Her- 


mitage; who, being called‘ thence to the bench of | 


the Supreme Court of his State, resigned that sta- 
tion to return to his farm; who, being called again 
io lead an army to victory and to glory, and to be 
made Governor of an important Territory, with a 
high salary, a third time resigned io go back to his 
farm; who, being for the second time placed as Se- 
nator upon this floer, still resigned to go back to 
his farm; who, being offered embassies and depart- 
ments, refused to touch them; and who, being 
twice called to the Presidency of the United States, 


availed hitnself of the first moment of the expira- | 


tion of his ofice again to return to his farm, never 
more to be dragged away from it.. This is the man 
whose aliment is strife, whose luncheons are wars, 
who went off breathing vengeance’ 

_ Bat to continue the reading: 


“ His Administration consisted of a succession of astounding 
measures. Which fell on the- public car like repeated bursta of 
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_ Sir, it is not my intention to.analyze this descrip- ; 
tion, or to inquire into the truth of ,the allegations 


it contains. I leave that work tothe moral sense OÈ. 
the community! . I leave it to those who have wit- 
nessed these astounding measures—heard this ap- 
palling thunder—seen this voleanie mountain—and 
beheld this frightful river of burning lava! I leave 
it even to those “voices hushed in eternal silence”, 
—to the voices of the inhabitants of the cities,. 
towns, and villages, buried, crusted over, and. cold, 
under the volcanic eruptions vomited forth by this. 
desolating mountain! ; > 

And whathas General Jackson done to draw, 
upon him this relentless and undying. persecution?. 
Sir, he has.done nothing but let the people. elect’ 
him President, and then..so' administered. the -Go-, 
vernment as to carry the star of his civil fame. to, 
the highest point in the political firmanent, there to 
remain forever, searing the eyeballs of. envy, but, 
cheering the heart, and guiding the footsteps of pa-. 
triotism, and shedding its benign influence on the. 
freedom, happiness, prosperity, and glory of his. 
country. : À 

Mr. President, I have answered some of the at- 
tacks on the Republican party which have been, 
brought forward in this debate. They are suck, 
attacks as we have been accustomed to see.for. 
many years, and which have given to this chamber. 
more the appearance of an electioneering hustings 
than a hall of legislation. We.opened. the debate 
on the meritsof the bill; Opposition gentlemen have 
converted it into a canvass for the Presidency, and, 
a contest for power... We have. been obliged to 
follow them in this unparliamentary course, so far 
at least.as to. repel. some of their attacks. Having 
done this, I take up-the bill,-and shail limit myself 
to a brief examination of its principles, and to a 
defence of some of the points on which it is assailed; 
and shall conelde with some observations upon the 
conduct of parties, and the political prospect ahead. 

The bill contams two principles, and but two.. 
1. The exclusion of all banks from the use and 
custody of the public moneys. 2. The exclusion 
of all bank notes from the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the Federal Treasury. These are the prin- 
ciples; all the rest is detail. Against these two 
principles a strong division of this House rises up; 
among them a few of our own political friends, but 
the mass and body ef the division are the friends of 
the Bank of the United States. ‘Fhe justice of this 
epposition, and éspecially in the quarter from which 
it chiefly comes, can well be judged of by recolleet- 
ing that both these principles have been in full 


-force against all the State banks for nearly forty 


years out of the forty-eight that our Government 
has been in existence ‘They were so enforced 
during the whole time that the two Banks of the 
United States have existed. I have not got the byy 
laws of the first National Bank, but Ihave the 
charters of both, and the by-laws of the second. By 
these charters, the two. Banks of the United States 
were entitled to the custody cf the public moneys, 
to the exclusion of the local banks; and, by, their 
by-laws, the notes of these local banks were exclu; 
ded from payments to and from the Federal. Frea- 
sury. I havea copy of: these laws, as passed. by 
the. second. Bank of the United States, and merely 
adopted from the code of the first.one, in.which. this 


| exclusion is enacted, and which runs in these words: 


[Here Mr. B. read the 24th and the 25th articles of 
the by-laws of the Bank of the United States, passed 
immediately after the establishment of the bankir, ang 
excluding the notes of all State. banks from all 
payments tothe United States, except the notes of 
the specie-paying banks situated in the same place 
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with the branch ; and directing the notes of those 
thus excepted to be presented to the bank that 
issued them for payment, at least, once in every 
week.) 

This by-law was enacted in the year 1817, and 
was rigorously enforced until the removal of the 
deposites in October, 1833; it was therefore seven- 
teen years in force under the second bank; and 
having been twenty years in force under the first 
bank, it results that this exclusion of State bank 
notes from the Federal Treasury has actually been 
in force nearly forty years out of the forty-eight 
which our Government has existed. The slight 
exception in the non-receivability of these notes 
was an exception to the prejudice of the local 
institutions; the exception was limited to the few 
banks located in the same town which contained 
the branch bank, and was an injury to these banks; 
for it caused their notes to be taken out of circula- 
tion, and to be presented to them in masses for im- 
mediate payment. Thus the great mass of the 
banks were peremptorily excluded from all re- 
ctivability of their notes; and as for the few 
which were nominally excepted, the exception 
was an injury to them, and to my knowledge 
‘was complained of as such. Now, what was the 
conduct of the logal hanks under this forty years’ 
exclusion from the use and custody of the public 
moneys under the provisions of National Bank 
charters, and this forty years’ exclusion of their 
notes from Federal receipts and expenditures 
under the enactments of National Bank by-laws? 
What was their conduct under these long and 
double exclusions? Sir, it was the conduct of con- 
tentment, of satisfaction, of entire acquiescence ! 
They wade no complaint; they asked for no change. 
On the contrary, they endeavored to perpetuate it, 
and have always celebrated the period of their 
exclusion as the finest era of our currency, and the 
safest state of the Federal revenues. This they did 
in 1832, when our tables groaned under memorials 
from local banks to recharter the Bank of the United 
States; this they did again in 1833, when they 

rayed for the restoration of the deposites to the 

ank of the United States, and actually refused to 
receive them; and this they do now in praying for 
another Nationa! Bank. 

A celebrated French satirist has made us ac- 
quainted with a most worthy country gentleman, 
who had talked prose all his life without knowing 
it; so of these local banks. They have been ruined 
for forty years without knowing it. Daring the 
whole period of the existence of the two Nauonal 
“Banks they were in as tate of total exclusion—abso- 
Jute divorce—from all connection with the Federal 
Treasury. With this divorce, thus effected by cor- 
poration by-laws, they were contented and happy, 
nay, wished it to be eternal! but the moment the 
same divorce is proposed to be effected by an act of 
Congress, the banks are in arms against it, and de- 
elare themselves ruined if it is done. Thisis a 
noble instance of consistency—of submission to a 
Bank of the United States, and of resistance to the 
Government of the United States. The same ot 


politicians—of all that class of politicians who ad- | 
vocate a National Bank. They go for the divorce | 


of the by-laws, and against the divorce by a law 
of Cogs They support a Bank of the United 
States in excluding the local banks from all connec- 


tion with the Government, and they support the | 


local banks in resisting the Government of the | 


United States in proposing the very same disconnec- 
tion. They are now altogether for the local banks, 
and no praise too high for them; three years ago 
they were against them, and no abuse too low for 
them. When these banks resisted the panic, and 
did well, these politicians denounced them; now 
that they have stopped payment, and injured the 
‘country, and deprived the Government of its Te- 
venues, these same politicians exalt them to the 
skies. This is inconsistency—inconsistency in the 
means, not in the object. The object is to re-esia- 
blish the National Bank; and the means are, to have 
another loss of Government revenues, and there- 
upon, another argument to restore their idolized 
{nstitution. This they declare! for they tell ws, 
‘with the defiance of over-confidence, that they take 
these local banks as a half-way house—as a house 
balf-way to the Bank of the United States—where 


they will lodge and refresh a night, and then gal- 
lop into the Chestnut street palace, as a breakfast 
ride, the next morning. And so it will be. Trust 
them again! and the State banks will fail again, as 
they did during the war, as they did iù 1319, as 
they did in 1837, and as they are now doing in 
1838. They will fail again; the Federal Govern» 
ment will lose its revenues again; and then the cry 
will be redoubled for a National Bank. 

Mr. President, I have opinions vpon this subject 
opinions not of recent adoption, or hasty forma- 
tion. Their origm dates far back—a full quarter 
of a century; and they have been receiving confir- 
mation ever since. Iwas in the public service 
during the late war—witnessed the failure of the 
State banks, and saw the calamities of a Govern- 
ment, and of a people, destitute of specie. The first 
Bank of the United States had expelled specie—it 
had done what Mr. Madison said it would do, in 
that masterly speech of 1791, which never has 
been, and never can be, answered. In that speech 
he placed at the head of the list of the disadvan- 
tages of such a bank, these prophetic words: ‘First: 
Banishing the precious metals, by substituting another 
medium to perform their office.” At the expiration 
of its charter, in 1811, it had completely effected 
this work. lt had banished the precious metals. 
There was but ten millions of specie left in the coun- 
try! Two great errors were then committed: first, 
in not replenishing the country with specie, and 
especially with gold; secondly, in falling back upon 
the paper of local banks for a national currency. 
In this condition, destitute of specie, and relying 
upon the notes of local banks, we went into the 
war. The result was inevitable—the explosion of 
our whole monetary system—the bankruptcy of the 
Treasury—the ruinous use of depreciated paper—a 
resort to Treasury notes, on ‘which the creditor 
often lost 334 per cent.—loans on oppressive terms 
—and the Government forced to make common 
cause with broken banks for the mutual support of 
each others credit. All this I saw. I saw the ca- 
Jamities, the humiliation, and the sufferings of the 
country; and I heard the loud and insolent triumphs 
of the Federal party—that part of it which opposed 
the war—exulting over an empty Treasury, an im- 
paired public credit, a depreciated paper currency, 
and the national degradation for want of solid mo- 
ney. I saw ail this; and my head, and my heart, 
both told me that the country ought never to be 
subjected to such a fate again. 

This was my warexperience; and now for the 
experience of peace. After three years of war, 
peace came, and with it, came revival of business, 
anda multitude of local banks, and, at their head, that 
immense charlatan of the monetary systema Na- 
tional Bank! Off went the whole together; specie 
payments resumed; confidence restored; the credit 
system in all its glory, and every fbranch of busi- 
ness distended to the bursting point. To judge of 
every thing by a single instance, itis sufficient to 
name the public lands, of which the amount of 
TWENTY-EIGHT millions of dollars was sold in a 
single year! and nearly all on credit, payable in 
safe and solid specie paying bank notes. In two 
years the whole of these banks, the charlatan 
among the rest, were swamped. Then we had a 
repetition of the scenes of seven years before. No 
specie; no notes equivalent to specie; no credit; no 
revenues; no price for property! Tender laws— 
property laws—replevin laws—stay laws, the or- 
der of the day! An entire stagnation of business 
followed, not fictitious, but real; and such was the 
fall in the price of all produce, ali property, and 
the wagesof all labor, owing to the failure of the 
banks, and the absence of specie, that all debtors 
were placed in the jaws of ruin, and most of them 
entirely ruined. There was no Treasury order 
then; no removal of deposites; no veto; no Jack- 
son administration to ruin the country; yet the dis- 
tress and suffering was actually then, what it is 
falsely said to be, and wickedly attempted- to be 
made, at present. There is no comparison between 
the state of things then and now. 

At this epoch, this second explosion of the paper 
system, I came into the Senate of the United 
States. Icame here in the autumn of 1820. I 
travelled from the Mississippi to the Potomac 
amidst the crash of falling banks, the wrecks of a 
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paper currency, and the lamentations of a suffering 
nation. T arrived here to see a Government with- 


- outa dollar, and borrowing money to pay its daily 


expenses, which, the year before, boasted a reve- 


nue of forty-seven millions, and tormented itself ‘with 


schemes to get rid of surpluses! - I commenced 

my Senatorial career under these circumstances— 

circumstances to make me meditate, and to make 

me feel. Happily, my associations were with the 

fathers of the Republic—-with Macon and Ran- 

doiph, whose intimacy I enjoyed, and whose 

friendship I possessed. My reading was that of 

the early history of the Government—the Revolu- 

tion, the Confederation, the formation of the Con- 

stitution of ’88, and the workings of the machinery 

of the Federal Government under the administra- 
tions of the earlier Presidents— Washington, Adams, 
and Jefferson. The result of this association, and 
of this reading, was a thorough conviction, 1. That 
the Federal Constitution was formed by hard-money 
men, and was intended to be a hard money Go- 
vernment; 2. That it had been converted into a 
paper money Government, contrary to the genius 
and intention of the Constitution; 3. That this de- 
parture from the Constitution was the cause of the 
moneyed calamities during the war, and again at 
that time; 4. That the remedy for these calamities 
was to return to the plain meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, as expressed in the revenue act of 1789, and 
to confine the receipts and expenditures of the Fe- 
derat Government to gold and silver coin only. 
These were my convictions; and as soon as circum- 
stances were auspicious for action, I commenced a 
series ot measures, all tending to carry back the 
fiscal action of the Government to the intention ef 
the Constitution; fully believing that if the Federal 
Government would require gold and silver for its 
own Treasury, it would cause enough to be brought 
into the country, and to remain in the country, to 
supply the whole body of the people with hard 
money for all their common and ordinary dealings 
and transactions. It was not until General Jack- 
son’s administration, that I was able to take any 
strong and direct measures towards the accomplish- 
ment of the great object which presented itself to 
my view. The sagacious Mr. Macon often said to 
me that it was in vain to attempt any reform, unless 
the Administration is with you. The election of 
General Jackson gave such an administration. 
From that time there was a President, not only to 
favor, but to take the lead in the great business of 
restoring the constitutional currency, and my part 
became subordinate and easy. I had only to ex- 
plain and defend the great measures which his saga- 


-city and patriotism conceived ard recommended. 


It is not necessary to dwell on these measures, 
much less to enter now into any defence of them. 
A brief enumeration will suffice. 1. No more Na- 
tional Banks. They had been found to be the great 
exporters of specie; and their chartered right to pay 
the Federal revenues in their own notes, was in 
itself a clear breach of the Constitution, and ba- 
nished gold and silver from the Treasury, and, by 
diminishing the demand for it, expelled it from the 
country. 2. To restore the gold currency, by cor- 
recting the erroneous standard of gold. 3. The 
repeal of the act of 1819, rendering uncurrent, 
with a few exceptions, the gold and silver coins of 
all foreign countries. 4. The multiplication of the 
mints, both for the purpose of coining money in 
different parts of the Union, and for becoming 
places of deposite and safe-keeping of the public 
moneys. 5. The suppression of all loeal bank 
notes under twenty dollars. Having no’ direct 
power over the banks of the States, theonly mode of 
accomplishing this object was by the revenue regula- 
tions of the Federal Government, and by operating 
on public opinion in the different States. My own 
limit was one hundred dollars, but I did not at- 
tempt to establish it because I knew that I could 
not succeed. My conviction is now clear that 
there onght to be no bank note under one hundred 
dollars. ; 

Such were our measures for restoring the cur- 
rency of the Constitution to the coffers uf the Fe- 
deral Treasury, and supplying the country with 
gold and silver for all the common and ordinary 
transactions and dealings. ‘The success; notwith-. 
standing a powerful combined political-and mo- 
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neyed opposition, was astonishingly great. ‘The | 


recharter of a National Bank sunk under the veto, 
sustained by public opinion. The act for the cor- 
rection of the gold standard hit the point of correc- 
tion with such perfect accuracy, that the two 
coins, gold and silver, issuing from our Mint, have 
precisely the same value in the money market. 
Under the auspicious operation of that act, our gold 
coin has risen, in little more than three years, from 


nothing to fifteen millions, and will probably rise | 
to twenty-five millions before the termination of Mr. | 


Van Buren’s present term. The act for repealing 
the act of 1819, and for restoring foreign coins to 
circulation, has sent Mexican dollars into every 
part of the Union, and has enabled other foreign 
coins, both gold and silver, to make some progress 
in penetrating our country. Silver has increased 
three fold since 1832, and silver.and gold together, 
four fold. Our specie was twenty millions then; it 
is eighty now, with the prospect of exceeding a 
hundred millions before ‘the present term of Mr. 
Van Buren is out. Our currency in existence is 
more abundant and more solid than it ever was 
before; but the specie part of it is suppressed by 
the power and policy of the Bank of the United 
States, combined with the politicians and that part 
of the banks which follow its lead. Acts of Con- 
gress had passed to operate upon small notes, and 
to exclude those under twonty dollars from reve- 
nue payments altogether, and to exclude all others 
which were not convertible into gold and silver 
“upon the spot,” at the will of the holder, and with- 
out loss or delay to him. Public opinion had been 
awakened on the subject of small notes; and the 
Republicans every where were moving towards the 
suppression of all under twenty dollars. Such 
was the progress, and such the snecess, of onr mea- 
sures in May last, when eight hundred banixs 
stopped payment at once, shut down close upon 
all the specie in their vaults, denying a ninepence, 
a picayune, a five cent piece, even, to the Govern- 
ment whose thirty millions of deposi es they held, 
or to the community who held a hundred and 
twenty millions of their notes! In the midst of pro- 
found peace, general prosperity, under a Govern- 
ment without taxes and without a public debt, 
with four times as much specie as was in it five 
years before, came this crash of the banks. It 
came likea clap of thunder ina cloudless sky. Tu 
one moment, as it were, a Government, wich 


shilling: in one moment, a nation of fifteen mil- 
liens of souls was deprived of ninepences for the 
market or the post effice. As if to proclaim their 
design to banish all specie from the land, a simul- 
taneous and universal deluge of small notes and 
shin-plasters was poured upon the people; and the 
significant ery was set up, that specie payments 
could never be restored until a National Bank was 
established. This cry explained the main cause 
of the general stoppage, and the sole cause of the 
- shin-plaster and small note issue. 

All this took place in May, 1837. It was a 
repetition, without the excuse of war, of the bank 
explosions of the war in 1814; it was the second 
explosion of the banks since the war, and in pro- 
found peace. It was expected to. astound, terrify, 
subdue, distress, and coerce the country into a 
submission to the re-establishment of thé National 
Bank! a result that would have been inevitable 
h :d it not been for the eighty millions of gold and 
silver which Jackson’s administration brought into 
the country, and which has so well kept up the 
value of bank notes that those which are in good 
Credit are now no more than one or two per cent. 
below par. This third explosion in twenty-five 
years-—this second explosion in time of peace—this 
loss of national revenues, as if by enchantment— 
this disappearance of specie, as if touched by a 
magic wand—roused and electrified the continent. 
The public mind came at a bound to the conviction 
that the Federal Government ought to be discon- 


| 


thirty 
ate : vy 
millions of revenue on hand, was left without a i 


nected from the banks, and from their paper cur- | 


rency. The conviction was general, almost unani- 
mous, among the Republicans; a few only among 
them were for trying the loeal banks and their 
paper once more, as if three failures in twenty-five 
years were not sufficient; as if another failure was 


not inevitable, and as if another failure must not 


. questien. 


end in the restoration of a National Bank, with the 
restoration of the political party, with all their 
principles and measures, who go with that bank. 
The Federal party, of course, with some honorable 
exceptions, oppose the disconnection. They oppese 
whatever the Republicans propose, no matter what. 
They were opposed to the junetion of the Govern- 
ment with the State banks three years ago, when 
those banks were doing well; they are for com- 
pelling the Government to stick to them now that 
they have done ill. This is the state of parties: 
the Republicans almost universally for the divorce 
of Bank and State; the Federalists, almost uni- 
versally, for the conjunction of Bank and State. 
In this division and subdivision, I find myself with 
the mass of my own party, and with the Adminis- 
tration itself. I find them now where I was many 
years ago. I believe them to be right, and shall 
stand by them, and abide their fate. If they sink 
in this contest with the banks and the Federalists, I 
shall go down with them. 

Istand upon the two principles of the bill—1. 
The United States to use the money of the Consti- 
tution in the receipts and disbursements of the Fe- 
deral Treasury; 2. The United States to receive 
their own money, to keep their own money, and 
pay out their own money. I stand upon these 
two principles; I cannot surrender them, though I 
could consent to take them one ata time. The 
details of the bill are open to compromise. There 
Iam ready to give and to take—to surrender and 
concede—to do every thing, consistent with the pre- 
servation of. the principles, to conciliate the support, 
or to purchase the forbearance of friends. In some 
particulars I would prefer a change of details; I 
would prefer additional branch mints in place of 
the Receivers General—minis that would answer 
the double purpose of keeping the money of the 
Government, and coining money for the people. 

The principles of the bill I hold to be founded in 
the clearest reasons of propriety, and constitution- 
ality, and sustained by the fullest voice of trial and 
experience. Every Government should be, at all 
times, the master of its own property,—money and 
every thing else. A Government should not be put 
to the delays and contingencies of asking for its own, 
much less of sueing for it, and above all, of having 
to sue where State laws may interpose to delay, or 
to -lefeat the recovery. The revenue of a Govern- 
meat is its daily support,—it is like tne daily sup- 
port of a family,—it cannot be stopped, or withheld, 
without affecting the existence of the Government 
itself. Every Government upon earth, our own ex- 
cepted, puts its money where it can go and take it. 
All other Governments put their money where they 
can command it, where they can seize it, if neces- 
sary, and punish a delinquent holder. 
the same with all our property, except money. 
Our ships and forts, our military and na- 


val stores, our public lands, and public edifi- | 


ces, are all in our own custody. We do not 
have to beg, or bring suits at law, to recover their 
possession. We keep them, subject to our own 
order, because the existence, and the operations, of 
Government, which holds civil society together, 
and prevents mankind from relapsing into anarchy 
and violence, will not admit of interruptions and 
delays. If this is true of property, hew much more 
true is it of money—that daily pabulum, without 
which Government cannot exist a day? This fun- 
damental axiom, true of every Government, is pre- 
eminently so of ours, Our Government is com- 
plex—State and Federal—and each should have 
their own Independent Treasury. The present 
Constitution grew out of the Independent Treasury 
Other causes helped on to the formation 
of the Constitution; buta revenue of its own—a 
revenue independent of thé States, and of course 
independent of corporations—was the exciting and 
controlling cause which led to its adoption. The 
‘whole history of the confederation, from the close 
of the Revolution to the year 1789, proves this. 
Yet where is the Independent Treasury, where is 
the Federal Treasury, if corporations are to hold 
our money, may refuse to pay it when they 
please, and shall be backed by their State 
Legislatures when they refuse to pay? To com- 
mit our money to the custody of such corporations, 
is to forego the end for which the Federal Govern- 
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ment was formed; to commit it to such corpora» 
tions again, after the experience which we have ° 


- had, and daring the experience which we now 


have, is to repeat a folly for which we have been 
three times punished, and to exhibit a fatuity which 
announces a doom to destruction. Upon the clear. 
est principles of reason, of constitational ‘ébliga-— 
tion, and of experience, the Federal Government 
is bound to take into its own hands the keeping of 
its own money. This is one principle of the bill; 
the other is the use of hard money in the receipts 
and disbursements of the Federal Government. - 
This principle is the ally of the other. They go 
together, and can hardly live separately. To re- 
ceive the promissory notes of the banks, is to re- 
ceive nothing but their promises to pay money. 
If they break that promise, the only resource is to 
take what they choose to give; that is to say, more 
broken promises to pay money, or to sue them; 
and, if suit is brought, State laws may interpose to 
protect the bank, and to compel the Government to 
take its pay in more broken promises to pay... Far | 
better to take the promissory notes of the citizens, : 
They would not refuse payment, as the banks have 
done; and if they did, the State Legislatures would 
not interpose to shield them. 

The Federal Government ought to use the money 
of the Federal Constitution. Its duty to the Con- 
stitution requires it to do so; its duty to the country 
equally requires it. By using that money, two 
great advantages would always result: 1: The 
Government would always have in its coffers real 
money; 2. The country would always possess an 
abundant supply of the precious metals. Certainly 
the Federal Government owes great duties to itself 
and to the country, in relation to the currency, It 
should not abdicate those duties, nor delegate them. 
It should not expel specie from the country by 
abandoning the use of it. The experience of forty 
years shows that a cessation of demand for specie, 
on the part of the Federal Government, banishes 
geld and silver from the country. This was the 
result both under the first and second banks of the 
United States. On the other hand, the experience 
of five years shows that a demand for specie by 
the Federal Government attracts it to the country ; 
that we have increased our supply from twenty 
to eighty millions in five years, under that demand ; 
and that a continuation of the demand will con- 
tinue the increase until the country is adequately 
and fully supplied. This is the way to regulate 
the currency. A hundred and twenty or thirty 
millions in gold and silver will regulate the banks 
and the exchanges; and that amount can be ate 
tained, and ougkt to be attained, in six or seven 
years, by a continuation of General Jackson's 
policy. 

An adequate supply of specie for the country, 
is one of the highest duties of the Federal Go- 
vernment. By the Constitution, it is made the 
conservator of specie; by abdicating its duties, it- 
had banished from the land that which it was 
bound to preserve. The States delivered to this 
Government, in 1789, an adequate currency of 
gold and silver. The first revenue law ever passed 
by Congress,.enacted that the revenue should be 
paid “in gold and silver coin only.” There was then 
no complaint of scarcity. General Hamilton’s 
order for evading that law, did not turn upon the 
ground of scarcity of the precious metals, but on 
the plea of convenience in handling bank paper, 
and upon the policy of increasing the quantity of 
bank circulation. There was no complaint of the 
inadequacy of specie until the first Bank of the 
United States had banished it from the conntry, as 
Mr. Madison and others predicted thatit would do. 

Large mercantile payments always have been, 
and for ever will be, made in bits ‘of paper, repre- 
sənting masses of property. He is a ninny, or 
believes others to be ninnies, who talks about mer- 
chants spending their time in counting piles of 
dollars, one by one. If masses of specie are to 


į be paid, it is done in bulk, in kegs, or bags,‘or by 


weighing, or by a transfer of credit on the books 
of abank. Bills of exchange, receipts, or certifie 
cates, representing masses of cotton, tobacco, rice, 
grain, flour, beef, pork, lead, cattle, &c. make the 
great payments. So far as large mercantile operations 
are concerned, specie is but an inferior part of the 
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$ of paymenis. With the body of the com- 
munity, it is different. Specie is, or should. be, 
the main part of their payments, and with every 
Government, it should be the sole instrument of 
payments. As to banks, itis in vain for them to 
expect to live upon confidence. Those that attempt 
it will share the fate of the Irishman’s mare, which 
her master undertook to make live upon a straw 
-a day.. One-third in specie, for all its liabilities in 
circulation and deposites, is the rule of the Bank 
of England.. With less than that proportien the 
bank holds herself to be unsafe; with that propor- 
tion in hand, she expects to make up the other two- 
thirds, if ran upon, out of the debts due her, her 
credit to borrow, and Government aid in exchequer 
bills.. Scarcely a bank in the United States under- 
takes to come up to the Bank of England standard 
of safety. The Legislature of Louisiana is the 
only one that I have seen attempting to establish 
that standard. : 

There is a concerted attempt at this time in the 
United States to decry specie; to ridicule it, to villi- 
fy it, to suppress it, and to banish it. Gold, espe- 
cially, is the object of the villification of this party 
—-that gold which stands first named in the Consti- 
tation of the United States, and which, from the 
Gatlicst records of the human race, has been the 
chosen money of the world. I do not envy that 
party their assiduous labors in the defamation of 
the precious metals. Ido not fear the success of 
their exertions. Ido not fear even that they will 
ever succeed in making themselves turn’ their 
backs upon the smallest piece. of gold or silver 
which is offered for their acceptance. ‘The neces- 
sity of an adequate supply of the precious metals 
is known and felt by the whole human race. It is 
the only money which it is safe for the body of the 
people to handle. It is the main basis for the ope- 
tations of a bank; andit is the only standardor mea- 
sure of values. One of the highest functions of mo- 
ney is to measure values. That is a function which 
paper cannot perform. The measure of values must 
itself possess intrinsic value, and must itself be free 
from sudden or inaterial variations of value. It 
must have a uniform, and a universal value. As 
well might you attempt to make a measure of 
lengths ont of that which has no length, a mea- 
sure of weights out of that which has no weight, a 
measure of quanties out of that which has no capa- 
city to hold any quantity, as to endeavor to make 
a measure of values out of that which has no in- 
trinsic value. The precious metals alone can con- 
stitute a measure of values; paper money can mea- 
sure the value of nothing, not even of itself; its 
own value is eternally measured by its relation— 
by its convertibility—into specie. “Its want of in- 
trinsie value, its liability to be made in any quanti- 
ty, or to be diminished in any quantity, and its lia- 
bility to total destruction, entirely disqualifies it for 
the high function of a measure of values. 

The Constitution of the United States has vested 
Congress with authority to prescribe a uniform 
standard of weights and measures for the whole 
Union. Congress has not exercised that power; but 
the common feeling of the people has supplied the 
defect of Federal legislation. In all parts of the 
Union, they use the same weights and measures. A 
pound is a pound, a bushel is a bushel, a yard isa 
yard, from one end of the quntry to the cther. 
The Constitution has also vested Congress with au- 
thority to regulate the value—not of currency, for 
there is, no such word in the Constitution, nor any 
word which can be made to include paper curren 
cy—but to regulate the value of the coin of our 
own mint, and also of foreign coin. This power 
for forty-five years, that is to say, from 1789 to 1834, 
was so erroneously exercised as to uader-value gold 
six and two-thirds per cent. The consequence was 
the total exclusion of gold from our circulation. 
In 1834 this error was corrected; and the con- 
sequence is, that gold is in the full process 
of restoration to its constitutional place in our 
currency. Withrespect to foreign coins, instead 
of making them current, as the Constitution in- 
tended, they were nearly all excluded from circula- 
tion by the act of 1819. This false legislation was 
also corrected in 1834; and foreign coins now enter 
largely into our circulation. . The - 
second year of General Jackson's second Presiden- 
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tial term—will be an era, a proud and glorious era, 
in the history of, our constitutional currency. It 
will be the era of the reformation of the metallic 
currency. The year 1836, the last year of General 
Jackson's second term, will be another glorious 
epoch in ottr financial history. tt was in that year 
that the promissory notes of a corporation ceased 
to be a lawfal tender to the United States in dis- 
charge. of all taxes, debts, and duties due to her. 
The year 1836 is the epoch of this deliverance 
of the Federal Treasury trom the dominion of 
a corporation; but the year 1832 divides the 
honor wuh it} for in that year was the blow 
struck—the heroic veto applied—which effected 
the deliverance. ‘Three noble acts have been 
performed; but a foarth remains to be achieved to 
consummate the duties of the Federal Government 
in relation to the currency. The error of Mr. 
Madison’s administration, at the expiration of the 
existence of the first Bank of the United States, 
mast ‘not be repeated. The notes of the local 
banks must net be made a national currency! 
That error ruined the currency in 1814 and in 1819, 
and the repetition of it again ruined it jn 1837. 
Three times, in twenty-five years, has that error 
deprived the Treasury of its revenues, the country 
of a measure of values, and rendered nugatory the 
uniformity of weights and measures, in which the 
whole Union had agreed. The effect upon the 
community has been the same as if every seller 
had possessed the privilege, and had exercised it, of 
altering his weights and measures at his pleasure; 
lengthening or shortening his yard stick; enlarging 
or reducing his bushel; diminishing or increasing 
his pound weight with every sale, and precisely 
as it suited his own interests in every instance. 
This is an enormous and a erying evil, the parent 
of unnumbered impositions upon the whole commu- 
nity, and especially upon the weaker part. In paying 
double for the necessaries of life, the effect has 
been precisely the same as it the purchaser had 
received but half a pound, half a yard, and half a 
bushel, when he paid for a full pound, a full yard, 
and a fall bushel. But, sir, Ldrop this disquisi- 
tiun. The pursuit of it would carry me too far, at 
the present moment, into the workings of the pa- 
per system. I drop it with remarking, that the ar- 
bitrary debasement of the current coin, formerly 
practised by some European Kings, and latterly 
by some Turkish Sultans, was innocent and harm- 
less, compared to the mischief done in our own 
country by the loss of a measure of values, and the 
consequent, or equivalent, destruction of all the 
measures of quantities. The thoughtless and in- 
considerate man, invested with no Jegislative cha- 
racter, may say, that paper money is lighter than 
gold and silver; that paper will buy any thing that 
gold and silver will buy; that he does not care 
what his money is made of, provided it will pay his 
debts. The unreflecting man may talk in this way; 
but the statesman must look at money in its 
exalted character of a measure of values; and if 
that measure js lost or destroyed by his manage- 
ment, he commits a great error, and inflicts a great 
injury upon the entire community. We have lost 
that measure. The Federal Government has occa- 
stoned its loss. The use of paper at the Federal 
‘Treasury has banished coin—has set an example 
which has been followed by all the States, and by 
every individual—until poper has banished coin, 
and made itself a forced tender in every payment. 
Paper money is now the actual currency of the 
land. It is the medium of all payments; and, be- 
ing no measure of values, there is nø stability of 
Every thing fluctuates. Trade is subject- 
ed to the hazards of gambling. The remedy for 
this evil—tie means for the re-establishment 
of the measure of values—is for the Federal 
Government to use the true measure _ itself. 


In supplying itself with the true measure, it- 


will cause the whole country to be supplied. 


‘No nation can saturate itself with gold and silver 


more easily than the United States. The hundred 
millions of exportable- products, annually sent 
abroad—to say nothing of domestic mines, and 
the supplies brought in by emigrants—will bring 
back an annual supply of 12.or 15 millions. We 


have but to invite its presence, by. creating a de= 


mand for it, and 8 or.10 millions of this Amount 
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will annually remain with us until the national 
supply is full and. complete... as ars 
Mr. B. would examine some.of the. ubjections-to 
the proposed bill. The. able speeches. which hàd 
been delivered by the numerous friends of the mea: 
sure abridged his. labor in. this téspéct; and. He 
should confine himself to brief notices of a tew. of 
the principal points. At the head of. these objec- 
tions stands the imposing assumption that. the 
passage of the bill will inflict a severe wound upon 
the State banks, and entirely disable them to resume 
specie payments. This assertion is: made by. the 
whole body of the speakers on the opposite side; 
bat they deal in assertion only. No explanation, is 
given to justify it, and to show how it is thatan 
array of eight hundred banks is to be thus myste- 
riously and powerfully affected. The amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rivxs] only 
proposés to distribute the deposites among twenty- 
five banks, so that seven hundred and seventy-five 
would remain unprovided for; and, consequently, 
subject to ruin under that plan. But there is a 
readier answer to this objection. The bill only 
proposes to remit these banks to the condition they 
were in under the dominion of. the Bank of the 
United States. They were then in a complete state 
of divorce from the. Federal Government, having 
no share of the public deposites, or any share in the 
privilege of paying the Federal revenue with their 
notes. They were contented with that condition, 
and afirm that they flourished under itj and suol- 
of them as wish for the establishment of a. National 
Bank, are still in favor of that condition, and of 
being divorced from the Government. The only 
difference is that they will submit to a divorce 
imposed by the by-laws of a Federal Bank, but 
will resist it coming from Congress. This answer 
is encugh to explode the objection. It not only 
puts an end to it, but makes it ridiculous. No 
further answer is ttecessary to be givens but a 
furiher answer is at hand, and will be given. It 
comes from an authoritative source. The report 
of the committee of the banks of New York, onthe 
resumption of specie payments, made on the: 28th: 
of February last, and approved in a general meet- 
ing of the banks of the city, holds this language: 


“In contemplation of the resumption of specie payments by 
the hanks of the ciy of Now York, on or before the tenth. of 
May next, and under the uncertain contingency of a simul 
Linvous or early resumption by the banksof some of the other 
great commercial cities, it is incumbent on those of New York 
to adopt all the measures within the limhts of their resources, 
which may enable them not only to resume, but also to main: 
tain specie payments,” 


“Phe fall in Ure rate of foreign exchanges, now considerably 
below par in our city paper, renders it absolutely certain, that 
no exportations of apecie can take place, and more than proba- 
bie thata considerable influx may be expected. This fact 
now indisputable, must have an effect on public opinion, and 
vughtto remove the apprelusions of those who may have be- 
lieved our cltorts for an early resumption premature. Secure, 
asali the banksin the United States are, against foreign de- 
mands, we are justified in expecting their co-operation, If 
this is obtained, we do not perecive any obstacle to an early, 
easy, and sale resumption of specie payments.” 

“A continued suspension, on the part of some of the ether 
great commercial cities, cau alone render the resumption on 
our part dilicnlt, and may prevent a free application of the le-. 
gitimate resources of New York. Yet, such is the favorable 
relative state of the balances between this and the othér parts of 
the Union, that for the present, at least, but little need be ap: 
prehended from the cltect of natural causes. Of deliberate acts 
of hostility, as there couldbe no motive for such, there should 
be no apprehension on our part. We trust that, supported by 
the community of this city, and by the State, the banks will. be 
able to surmount all obstacles, and on or before the tenth of 
May to resume and maintain specie payments.” 


From this authentic report, it is seen that. the 
banks of the city of New York have-determined to 
resume specie payments on or before the 10th day 
of May next; that they ask nothing but the co-ppe~ 
ration, or forbearance, of. other banks, and- are 
afraid of nothing but the deliberate hostility. of 
some non-resuming baaks in other cities, that is to 
say, Mr. Biddle’s bank in Philadelphia.. This. is 
the ianguage of the banks in New York. They 
ask nothing, and they fear nothing, from the Fede- 
ral. Government. They. fear nothing from .the 
Sub-Treasury bilk They-declare their only danger 
to be in the conduci of the non-resuming banks. of 
some neighboring cities. : Now, whichis. entitled 
to most credit in- this contradiction of opinion; the: 
New York banks, or the:politicians: on: this floor? 
Certainly. itis. ease in, which shes apiniondof: the 
banks must prevail.” They know their own con- 
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dition; they know the condition of others; they 
have the work of resumption to perform, and they 
say they can performit. If they can, all other 
banks must be able to do it likewise, or must have 
imposed falsehoods upon the country when they 
stopped payment last May; for all. then declared 
that they did not stop from their own weakness, 
but from the example of New York; and that they 
would be ready to resume whenever her banks did. 
This was the language of all, and of none more 
publicly and positively than that of Mr. Biddle’s 
bank. The banks, then, upon their own showing, 
are all able to resume, and it is not for politicians, 
who cannot be admitted to know the condition of 
the banks as well as the banks do themselves, and 
who have their own political objects to accomplish 
by prolonging the suspension—it is not for them-to 
discover excuses for the future failure of the banks 
in the acts of a Government, the whole of whose 
acts are, in their eyes, full of folly and ruin. Even 
if these politicians stood before the country as 
sound judges, their judgment could not come in 
competition with the opinion of the banks. But 
they do not so stand. They do not stand as sound 
judges, but as frail and fallible partisans, whose 
habitual vaticination of ruin from every act of the 
Government—whose thousand and one mistakes 
heretofore committed—whose burning desire to get 
into power by destroying the credit of those in 
power—must reduce them to the condition of pèr- 
manent prophets of wo, predicting destruction, as 
a matter of course, from every thing which their 
adversaries do. 

The establishment of a Treasury bank is the 
next great objection to the bill. It is declared to 
be a Treasury bank; and then a frightful picture 
of the evils of such a bank is drawn by each 
speaker, and held up to terrify the people. I 
thank them for this objection; it kills off four others 
which this party have made against this Adminis- 
tration, and on each of which they have have in- 
sisted with all the vehemence with which they now 
urge this one. It kills off the whole charge of in- 
tending to establish a National Bank in New York; 
the whole charge of intending to impose the safety 
fund system upon the whole Union; the whole 
charge of intending to gevern the country, by a 
corrupt league of pet banks; and the whole charge 
of intending to impose an exclusively metallic cur- 
rency upon the country. The establishment of a 
Treasury bank is inconsistent with these four 
charges, and, being the last charge, it kills off the 
others. In this, it does us good service. 
It shows what stuff the gentlemen’s charges 
are made of. It kills off four of their most 
serious charges at a blow; and now we will 
kill it off, and so finish five together. This can be 
done with two words; in the first place, there is not 
one feature of a Treasury bank in the Dill; in the 
second place, I pledge myself to vote to eradicate 
it, if gentlemen can show me a single featiire. 

Sensible that there is nothing in the bill to justify 
the objection, gentlemen fly off to suppositions, and 
charge afuture design to erect a Treasury bank 
upon the foundation of an Independent Treasury, 
and to furnish the Government with boundless 
supplies of money, by the issue of exchequer bills 
in the shape of Treasury notes. To these imagi- 
nations of the gentlemen, I can only oppose posi- 
tive denials, and wait for time to perform its of- 
fice upon this accusation as it has done upon all 
that they have made for eight or nine years past. 
For one, I shall never vote for such a bank, nor for 
nother issue of Treasury notes. 

A third objection is to the insecurity of the public 
moneys in the hands of the Government agents. 
Gentlemen suppose that the moneys will be much 

_ safer in the keeping of the banks, than in the cus- 
tody of the officers appointed by the Government 
to keep them. This is an objection which both 
reason and experience rejects. Reason teaches us 
that a number of men acting together, will do that 
which each one of them, individually, would scorn 
to do. Thus, a board of bank directors would do 
an act which each member of the board, in his 
own individual case, would spurn to do. Take 
the case of the thirty millions of public deposites in 
the hands of the banks in May last. 
the-custody of boards of directors; and, as boards, 
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the directors acted in refusing the restitution of 
these deposites to the Treasurer of the United 
States, and to the disbursing officers in whose 
names they stood. But suppose these thirty mil- 
lions had been deposited with the members of the 
same boards in their individual capacities, their 
personal honor, to. say nothing of their bonds and 
securities, bound for the restituiion—they would 
have restored the amount to the last dollar, and felt 
the deepest humiliation at the slightest delinquency. 
Such would have been their conduct. An indivi- 
dual is a safer depositary than a board; and far bet- 
ter would it be to confide the public deposites to any 
one single director of a bank, than to the whole 
together as a corporation. A corporation has no 
soul and no conscience: an individual director has 
both; and these, with his bonds and securities, would 
be the highest pledge for his fidelity. This is what 
reason teaches us. Now for experience. We have 
Treasurers ot the United States, and but one Trea- 
surer at a time. These Treasurers have passed 
through their hands, counting frem the foundation 
of the Government, about eight hundred millions of 
dollars. Has any part of these eight hundred mil- 
lions been lost in their hands? No: not one cent! 
Again: we have Treasurers of the Mint, one at a 
time. These Treasurers have had the actual keep- 
ing, counting, and paying out, of seventy-three mil- 
lions of dollars in gold and in silver. Has one 
Piece of it been lost in their hands? No: not one! 
Under the bill before us,'the mints are to be made 
depositories of the public moneys. Experience 
shows them to be safe places; their peculiar occupa- 
tion makes them proper places; and I wish we had 
three or four more of them, and then all the public 
moneys might be deposited in them. 

But gentlemen, in support of their objection, 
made an assertion, and started an inquiry which 
has ended in the total overthrow of their position. 
They ventured upon. a question of fact—a ques- 
tion of figures and records—a question to be an- 
swered by documentary evidence. It was as to the 
comparative amount of past losses; whether the 
Government had lest most by using banks, or by 
trusting to their own fiscal agents; and in this in- 
quiry gentlemen were bold in their affirmation that 
the comparison was to the disadvantage of the Go- 
vernment agents, and entirely in favor of the 
banks. How unfortunate for their argument this 
attempt to do honor to the banks! It has led to 
official inquiries at the Treasury Department, and 
here is the answer. It is a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury,. dated February 
28th, of the present year: 


“In answer to the first inquiry, as to ‘the amount of balan- 
ces against alt banks which have been used as public deposito- 
ries that is not secured, or will probably be lost, adding thereto 
the estimated loss that has accrued by taking on public account 
depreciated bank notes,’ I would observe, that itis computed 
those balances so lost will be about $1 ,000.000, and the loss by 
taking such notes about $5,500,000; making, in the aggregate, 
$6,500,000. This is without the addition of any interest, as are 
the subsequent statements. If interest was cast on the above 
sums, the aggregate would exceed $13,000,000. g 

“The data on which this computation rests are, that the nomi- 
nal balances against banks that have been public depositories, 
and in default, are now, though excluding what stands to the 
credit of disbursing officers, about $7,000,000. Of this sum 
near $1,076,000 stands against. old bank depositories, and the 
residue against recent ones. The loss to the Treasury by tak- 
ing depreciated notes in 1814, 735, °16, and 717, is estimated at 
quite $3,500,000; and there isnow on hand of such notes, then 
received and never paid away or collected, about $80,000 more, 
asis more fully detailed ina report to the Senate from this De- 
partment, made the Ist instant, These constitute an aggregate 
of $12,580,000.” 

To these losses from local banks is to be added 
the sum of $233,422, for the principal and interest 
of dividend due from the Bank of the United 
States, and withheld on a pretexted claim for dama- 
ges on the protested bill of exchange on the French 
Government. The answer to the second branch 
of the inquiry stands thus: 


“In answer to the second inquiry, as to ‘the amount of ba- 
lances against all kinds of collecting officers which has not been 
secured and will probably be lost,’ I have, after careful exami- 
nation, com ated that it will not exceed from $9°0,000 to 
$1,200,000. From the long period covered by these balances, 


connected with their great namber, it must be obvious that the | 


amount which has been wholly lost cannot, in many cases, be- 
ascertained with accuracy.. 5 

“But the data for this estimate are as follows: The nominal 
amount of such balances is about $2,500,000. Schedules of most 
of them late as October, 1857, with certain explanations, may be 
seen in 2 report tothe House of Representatives, made by ‘this 
Department on the 15th January last; and another, with more 
detailed explanations, is now preparing, in conformity to a re- 
solution of the Senate, passed the 15th instant. From the whole 
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anount, there should first be deduciad’a sum for what has heen 
ascertained to be probably secured.or paid.. Thistanges from 
$1,000,000 to $1,150,000. - So essa Bee cd 

“Of the nomipal balances, a further sum, equal to near 
$300,000, has never been put in suit; and; in most eases, this is- 
believed. to have arisen trom a knowledge that nothing world 
appear to be due when the vouchers were.all offered, and: the 
allowances made which were considered legal.” , 

Thus stands the comparison between the banks 
and the collectors and disbursing agents; and the 
difference is more than five to one ın favor of the 
collectors and these agents. In both instances, the 
comparison goes back to the foundation of the Go- 
vernment, and it is to be observed that the losses- 
among the collectors almost entirely accrued under 
the old system, before the four years’ law took efe 
fect—that law which brings the accounts of every 
moneyed agent to a close every fourth year.. Thi 
law, with other regulations at the Departments 
have nearly put an end to losses by collectors. In 
the War Department, in the disbursement of one 
hundred millions in the last fifteen years, there has 
not been the loss of a dollar. The other Depart- 
ments have also been greatly improved. if the 
comparison had been confined to the last fifteen 
years, since the new law and the new regulations 
have been in force, it would have resulted still more 
to the discredit of the banks and to the honor of 
the Government agents. But itis not by the losses 
appearing on the Treasury books that this great 
question is tobe answered. Those books only show 
the direct losses to the Government from the. use 
of bank paper and banks as depositories; the indi- 
rect losses to the Government, and the losses to its 
creditors and to the whole community. from. the use 
of depreciated paper, must also be taken into 
the account; and then the mischiefs from the 
use of these banks and their paper money ap- 
pear in their enormous, incalculable, and appal- 
ling amount. Gentlemen of the Opposition have 
recurred with great commendation to the report ot 
a committee to the House of Representatives, of 
which Mr. McDuffie was chairman, some seven or 
eight years ago, to show the evils of a Treasury 
bank—that phantom of which there is no existence 
any where but in their own imaginations. They 
produce his report with every commendation; of 
course they cannot object to its authority; and here : 
is a paragraph taken from it which should begin to 
open their eyes, or the eyes of the country, to. the 
magnitude of the losses from Government reliance 
on local banks and their paper money. 


“The Gevernment borrowed, during the short period of the 
war, eighty millions of dollars, at an average discount of fif- 
teen per cent. giving certificates of stock, amounting to eighty 
millions of dollars,in exchange for sixty-eight millions of dol- 
larsin such bank paper as could be obtained. Upon the very 
face of the transaction, therefore, there was a loss of twelve 
millions of dellars, which would, in all probability, have been 
saved, if the Treasury bad been aided by such an institution ag 
the Bank of the Unied States But the sum of sixty eight 
millions of dollars received by the Government was in a de- 
preciated currency, not more than half as valuable as that in 
which the stock given in exchange for it, has been, and will 
be redeemed. Uere then is another loss of thirty four millions, 
resulting incontestably and exclusively, trom the depreciation. 
of the currency, and making, with the sum lost by the discount, 
forty-six millions of dollars.” p f 

Mr. McDuffie says, and says truly, in his report 
that this loss of forty-six millions was only one 
item in the catalogue of losses—that the loss to 
the community, and to the Government creditors, 
from using depreciated paper was beyond calcula- 
tion. His remedy for these losses was a National 
Bank; mine is an adequate supply of gold and 
silver fand especially of gold; and if it is asked how 
much gold will be sufficient, answer, that so far 
as the currency of a National Bank is concerned, 
twenty odd millions would be enough; for that is 
the maximum amount of currency that she ever 
furnished. A supply then of twenty odd millions 
of gold would meet all objections arising from the 
withdrawal of her currency, and that amount will 
be in the country before. the present term of Mr. 
Van PBuren’s Administration expires, and double 
that amount in seven or eight years. 

The loss to Government creditors was incredible’ 
from the use of depreciated paper during the late 
war. Eventhe Treasury notes. were depreciated, 
in some parts, as low as 334 percent. The loss to 
creditors from the use of bank notes, since May last, 
has also been great. The public moneys in the 
hands of the dep site banks were then 30 millions; 
the Government has been paying it out ever since, 
to the great profit of the banks, to the immense dis- 
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¢redit of the Government itself, and to the heavy Thus cation of this character to. them both. It was a 


loss of many of its creditors. 

But the money test cannot Complete the compari- 
son between the two classes of agents. Other con- 
siderations of great weight, and some of still graver 
character, belong to the subject. First, in point of 
amenability. The Government Officers are amena~- 
ble to the Government, subject to its laws and its 
orders; liable to Summary proceedings for default, 
and to be pursued by execution wherever they go, 
and responsible in person and in property, them- 
selves and all their securities, for all that is owing 
by them. Not so with the banks. They are the 
creations of the State Governments, subject to State 
Jaws, and having great influence Over the enact. 
ment of State laws which concern themselves. The 
States may protect them, and have protected them, 
against the Federal demands. They have passed 
acts to prevent the recovery of damages which the 
charters had fixed; and to prevent execation against 
the banks themselves, unless the creditors would 
consent to receive his debt in current bank notes. 
This is what has been done; itis whatis now done; 
and here is the evidence of it. : 

Mr. B. then exhibited a document, obtained from 
the Department of State, containing the acts passed 
by the legislatures of different States since the 
suspension of specie payments in May last. They 
were passed in States where there were deposite 
banks, then holding about thirty millions of public 
money, standing in the name of the Treasurer of 
the United States, or in the names of disbursing 
officers. These acts, in some instances, reduced 
the damages which depositors and holders of notes 
were entitled to recover; and, in some instances, 
denied execution against the bank, unless the 
creditor would endorse upon it that current notes 
should be receivable. Mr. B. said he had seen no 
instance in which these acts made any exception 
in favor of the United States ; and he read the 
titles of several of the acts, and the names of the 
States in which they were passed, and referred to 
the Senators from those States to say whether there 
were any exception. No Senator answering in the 
affirmative, Mr. B. resumed, and said that here 
was an insurmountable objection to the future em- 
ployment of State banks as public depositories, or 
to the reception of their notes in the payment of the 
Federal revenue. The States had interposed be- 
tween the Federal Government and the holders of 
its moneys. ‘They might interpose again and fur 
ever. By so doing, they injured the United States, 
and laid a ground for complaint and collision with 
the State Governments. Every consideration of 
harmony and mutual independence should forbid 
the possibility of such occurrences for the future. 

Again: The deporite banks, whether a National 
Bank or catalogue of State banks, were the friends 
of high taxes and low appropriations. They went 
for surpluses, for the accommodation of themselves 
and a few of their friends. They went for taxing 
the nation to the uttermost, and stinting appropria- 
tions fo the minimum, that enormous surpluses 
should remain in their hands for lozns to them- 
selves and friends. He (Mr. B.) had a table in 
his hand, obtained from the Treasury Department, 
and showing the annual amount of balances in the 
Treasury from the foundation of the Government 
to the present time, and which he would read. It 
was valuable for two purposes: 1. To show how 
little need the Government has for large balances; 
2. How large these balances became when the 
banks were powerful and the Government con- 
nected with them. In the first years of the Govern- 
ment, the banks were few in number, and compara- 
tively weak; and then the surpluses stood thus: 


Year. Balance. 
1789 - - $28,239 
1790, - - 570,023 
1791 - - 973,905 
1792 i - 783,444 
1793 - - 753,661 
1794 - - 1,151,924 
1795 - - 516,442 
1796 - - 888,895 
1797 - - 1,021,€99 . 
1738 - - 617,451 ` 
1799 . - 2,161,867 
2,623,311 


1800 ~: $ 


, during this period of twelve years, when 
the National Bank had ‘but ten millions of capital, 
and State banks were few and weak, the average 
surplus for twelve years did not amount to one 
million of dollars. Now for a different picture. 
Behold the years 1815~16—17, 


Year. Balance. 
1815 o - 13,106,592 
1816 - - 22,033,519 
1817 - - 14,989,465 


These three years covered the brief season of 
bank omnipotence after the conclusion of the late 
war. The second National Bank, with its thirty- 
five millions of capital, was then Just created; State 
Legislatures littered local institutions by the forty 
ata time, Bank influence was predominant every 
where; and no where more powerful than in Con- 
gress. [ts irresistible influence here was well de- 
scribed at that time by the urrepid and sagacions 
Mr. Randolph. This is what he said: 

“Every man you ment, in this House er out of it, with kome 


rare exceptions, which omy served to prove the rule, was either 


a stockholder, president, € shier, director, attorney, clerk, or 


door-keeper, Tunner, engraver, paper maker, to a bank, 7 
y Watts We are tied hand and foot, and bound to conci- 
Nate this great mannaoth,” (dhe banking inlerest] 


Such was the power of the banks at that time; 
and the conseqnence Was, an average surplus of 
near Seventeen millions per annum. To be sure it 
only lasted three years; and the reason was, that the 
bank: only ruled the country for three years. It 
was a short nde, anda merry one; and now for a 
piange. Let us sce the next our or five years. 


Year. Balance. 
1818 - ~ 1,478,526 
1819 - - 2,079,992 
1820 - - 1,198,461 
182] - - 1,681,592 
1822 - - 4,237,427 


Here the average is reduced to about two mil- 
lions per annum; and why? Because the banks had 
lost their dominion over the country and the Go- 
verament, and had neither the means nor the influ- 
ence to inflate the Treasury. It was the season of 
their first catastrophe in time of peace; and every 
thing went down in proportion to their own great 
fall. Tt was the season of a general collapse. Let 
us pass on to the next ascension, to the next perihe- 
lion, of this ballooning of the banks, Abeut the 
year 1833, when the National Bank had Jost the 
prospect of a re-charter, but expanded its business, 
and when Jocal banks were increased in unprece- 
dented numbers, and as maby as ninety of them 
became the depositories of the public moneys, their 
power and influence again became immense. The 
result, on the Federal Treasury, was: 


Year. Balance, 

1833 - ~ 11,702,995 
1834 - - 8,892,858 
1835 - - 26,749,803 
1836 - = 46,708,436 
1837 - - 35,759,630 


Here is another season of five years of great 
power in the banks, and of close connection with 
them by the Federal Government. The result is, 
an average balance, that is to sav, an annual sur- 
plus, of about twenty-seven millions of dollars! 
What a comment upon the connection between 
Bank and State! A connection which exhibits 
jhe Federal Treasury as a mere appendage to a 
rising, flying, plungivg and faliing balloon. We 
who have been here for some years haye seen the 
inside working of this connection, and have seen 
the votes which created these enormous surpluses; 
votes to promote all taxation—to prevent all re- 
daction of taxes—and to prevent all possible ap- 
propriations, even for the defence of the country, and 
for the completion of the fortifications; and we have 
scen these votes regularly coming from the friends 
cf the banks. ‘To complete the picture, it is suf- 
cient to say that the banks had their second catas- 
trophe, in time of peace, in May last; and that now 
the balance in the Treasury is low enough! 

Mr. B. said, he had for years pointed out the 
Bank of the United States, while the depository of 
the public moneys, as the ally of taxes, and the 
enemy of appropriations; he had made the same 
remark upon the local deposite banks almost as 
Soon as they were in operation; and he had now 
given the evidence to show the justice of the appli- 


most fatal objection to all connection with. those 
banks; an objection from which the Government 
agents would be wholly free. With the mints and 
individual officers, to keep the public moneys, there 
would be no interest here to create surpluses for 
the benefit of banks and their favorites; 

A third answer to this objection is, that it goes to 
the form of our Government, and impeaches the 
capacity of the people to administer therr own Go- 
vernment. The objection is, that the agents se- 


‘lected by the Government, and responsible’ to it, 


cannot be trusted to keep the public moneys; and, 
therefore, the custody of the money must be con- 
fided to bank directors, who are not appointed by 
the Government, nor responsible to the people. 
This is- the objection; and, upon its face, it im- 
peaches the capacity of the people to administer 
their own Government, and: to take care of their 
own property. This is an inevitable inference; 
and, perhaps, another inference will also result; 
namely, thatif banks are necessary to the Federal 
Government, she will have the same power to 
create as to adept these institutions. 

A fourth objection made to the Independent Trea- 
sury is, that it will hoard specie—that it will cause 
the Government to become an immense miser, 
hoarding in the deep recesses of vaults, and con- 
fining with bolts, bars, and safes, a vast accumula- 
tion of gold and silver. Sir, the table of balances 
which I have read explodes this objection. It 
shows that the Government has no balances of any 
consequence, except when it is connected with 
banks. When free from that connection, or when 
the banks are too weak to exert an influence over 
the public counsels, the surplus on hand is next to 
nothing; a million per annum in the earlier stages 
of the Government, and two millions per annum in 
later times. ‘The table shows how little need there 
is for any surplus; for it is notorious that the Go- 
vernment machine worked far better when it was 
a touch-and-go business with the Treasury, than it 
ever did with its ten, twenty, thirty, and torty mil- 
lions of surplusses. There will be no surplus to 
be hoarded if the Government can succeed in break- 
ing its connection with the banks. Economy can 
then be practiced, as well as professed. It can then 
be practised by those who are really in favor of it. 

Mr. B said, that at the extra ‘session he. had 
given it as his opinion that the payment of the 
Federal revenues in gold and silver would not 
occasion more than four or five millions of dolars 
to be taken out of circulation; in otber words, that 
four or five millions would accomplish the annual 
payment of the whole revenue. A further siudy 
of the subject, and a view of the table of balances 
which he had jnst presented, induced him to be~ 
lieve that two or three millions would be sufficient. 
One million was found to be sufficient in the first 
twelve years of the Government, and two millions 
in the five years from 1818 to 1822, inclusive. The 
Same amount would have been equally sufficient 
atall other times. He was against surpluses; he 
was against any financial calculation for leaving 
any amount whatever in the Treasury ; he was 
opposed to any scheme of finance which had for'its 
basis any reserve of money in the Federal Trea- 
sury. This was an old subject with him (Mr. B.} 
He had made his Acquaintance with it twelve years, 
ago. Ie had then tried his young hand, for the 
first time, on a financial subject, and on resolutions 
submitted by himself to repeal so much of the 
Sinking Fund act of 181.7 as directed a. reserve of 
two millions per annum to be kept in the Treasury. 
He had then shown it to be an unnecessary pre- 
caution ; that it was far better to cat down taxes to 
the estimated expenditure, and invest the Govern- 
ment with a contingent authority to borrow the 
two millions in the event of a need for it to meet 
appropriations before Congress would assemble. 
This was his opinion twelve years ago; it was his. 
opinion now. He was opposed to any plan for 
leaving a surplus dollar in the Treasury; he was 
opposed to the issue of Treasury notes to supply 
deficiencies; he was for the contingent authority to 
borrow, if necessary, a- small sum. to -Meet-appro-. 
Priations, and then: paying: it off out of. the first 
surplus. ‘In this way, and by ineréasing and di- 
minishing the amount for the flexible objects of ex- 
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penditure, such as fortifications, ships, harbors, 
light-houses, &c. the small, occasional, and alternate 
deficiencies and excesses in the revenue could be 
easily, safely, and economically met and provided 
for. 

Not specie enough in the.world to supply the 
demand which this bill would create, and not time 
enough in the year to count it, if there was enough, 
is another of the objections to this bill. This is re- 
lied upon by many speakers, and grave calcula- 
tions are gone into to show that the three hundred 
and sixty-five days in the year would be too short 
atime to suffice for the counting in and counting 
out the Government revenues, if paid in gold and 
silver. Sir, there 1s a species of argument which 
the logicians call the argumentum ad ignorantiam— 
an argument to ignorance; but this argument goes 
beyond that, for it is an argument to the lowest de- 
gree of ignorance. If any answer was due to it— 
the counting part of it—it might be found in the act 
of 1789, when the revenues were directed to be 
paid in gold and silver coin only; and also, ina 
speech delivered on the floor of the House some 
years ago, when the collection of the revenues in 
hard money was so strenuously urged by a gentle- 
man, now so entirely opposed to it.* But no an- 
swer is due to it. Every body knows better.. Neither 
individuals, or nations, ever lost time in counting 
masses of specie. Ordinary sums are counted 
without loss of time, and masses are transferred 
by weight, or in kegs or bags. 

With respect to the other part of the objection— 
the impossibility of getting an adequate supply—it 
is an objection refuted by the experience of all na- 
tions, and particularly by our own experience. At 
the close of the Revolution we had nothing but de- 
preciated paper; in six or seven years afierwards 
we had an adequate supply of gold and silver. So 
of France: In 1800 she had nothing but assignats, 
depreciated as low as our o'd continental bills. In 
seven years afterwards she had a specie currency 
of five hundred and fifty millions of dollars. So of 
England: In 1819 she had nothing but depreciated 
paper; Parliament passed an act for theresumption 
of specie payments, and allowed four years for the 
banks to supply themselves. In two years the 
Bank of England reported an acquisit‘on of twenty 
millions sterling in gold—one hundied millions of 
dollars—and that she was ready to resume. The 
same bank now, at this moment, has made an ac- 
quisition of six millions sterling—thirty millions of 
dollars—in the brief space of nine months. In 
May last, her supply was three and a half millions 
sterling; in January, it was nine andahalf. But 
to come to our own country. Our custom-house 
returns show that specie flows in upon us annually 
in large masses, and either remains with us, or goes 
off again, precisely as it suits our own policy to re- 
tain it or not. Our correct returns of imports and 


“Extract from Mr. Websters speech on the Bank of the 
United States Charter Bill, February, 1816. 


“No nation had a better currency than the United States. 
There was no nation which had guarded its currency with 
more care; for the framers of the Constitution, and those who 
enacted the early statutes on this subject, were HARD MONEY 
MEN; they had felt, and therefore duly appreciated, the evils 
of a paper medium; they therefore, sedulously guarded the 
currency of the United States trom debasement. The legal 
currency of the United States was gold and silver coin; this 
was a subject, in regard to which Congress had run into no 
folly. * * * Goldand silver currency, he said, was the law 
of the land at home, and the law of the world abroad; there 
could, in the present state of the world, be no other currency. 
In consequence of the immense paper issues haying banished 
specie from circulation, the Government had been obliged in 
direct violation of existing statutes, to receive the amount of 
their taxes in something which was not recognised by law as 
the money of the country, and which was, in fact, greatly de- 
preciaied. ü 7 g ey 7 y 

“As to the evils ofthe present state of things, Mr. W, admit- 
ted it io its fullest extent. Ihe was sot mistaken, there were 
some milions in the Treasury of paper which were nearly 
worthless, and were now wholly useless to the Government, by 
which an actual loss of considera bie amount munet certainly be 
sustained by the Treasury. This was an evil which ought to 
be met at once, because it would grow greater by indulgence. 
dn the end, the taxes must be paid in the legal money of the 
country, and the sooner that was brought out the beiter. 


If Congress were to pass forty statutes on the subject, he said, 
they would not make the law more conclusive than it now was 
that nothing should be received in payment of duties to the 
Government but specie; and yet no regard was paid to the im. 
parative injunctions of the Jaw in-this respect. The -tchole 
Strength of ihe Government, he was of opinion, ought to be 

ut forth to compel the payment of the duties and tares to the 
Government im the legal currency of the country.” 


exports of specie go back to the year 1821, and this 
is the result: 


Imports. Exports 
1321 - - $3,064,890 $10,478,059 
1822 - - 3,360,846 10,810,189 
1823 - - 5,897,896 6,372,897 
1824 - - 8,379,835 9,014,553 
1825- - - 6,150,765 8,797,955 
1826 - - 6,880,960 4,704,553 
1827 - - 8,152,130 8,014,880 
1828 - - 6,489,741 8,242,476 
1829 - - 7,400,612 4,924,020 
1830 - - 8,155,964 2,178,773 
1831 - -, 7,305,945 9,014,931 
1832 - - 5,907,554 5,656,340 


This includes a period of twelve years. The im- 
ports for that period amount to the large sum of 
$83,356,000. The average import was about seven 
millions of dollars per annum. If the specie policy 
of General Jackson had then been in force, a large 
proportion of this import would have remained in 
the country; but the paper money policy was then 
in the ascendant. The Bank of the United States 
was then omnipotent; and her policy was to export 
specie, for the double purpose of making a profiton 
the export, and creating a vacuum at home, to be 


‘filled by her own notes; and, aboye all, to deprive 


the country of specie, and reduce the local banks to 
the use of her notes for their capital; so that when 
she wished to upset the Government, to rule the 
elections, or to convulse the moneyed world, she 
would have nothing to do but to order a curtail- 
ment of two or three millions a month, and charge 
it upon any act, no matier what, of the Federal Go- 
vernment. This was the policy which then pre- 
vailed, and accordingly, large as the import of 
Specie was in these twelve years, the export was 
still larger: it was $84,280,000. Thus, instead of 
relaining any part of what came in for the use of 
the country, there was actually sent out about a 
million mere than came in. 

The next period of five years shows the effect of 


‘the specie policy. The imports and exports for 
this period stand thus: 
Imports. Exports. 

1833 - - $7,070,368 $2,614,951 
1834 _- - 17,911,662 1,676,258 
1835 - - 13,131,447 5,748,174 
1836 - - 12,166,372 4,435,815 
1837 - 10,954,432 7,714,990 


Behold the diference! Our imports for five 
years amounting to sixty-two millions; our exports 
almost nothing. The average import for the whole 
five years, including 1837, amounting to about 
twelve millions and a half of dollars; and our ex- 
ports, except for the extraordinary year of 1837, 
only averaging a little over three millions. This 
is the state of our own experience. It shows that, 
without any demand for specie, it flows in upon us 
at the rate of seven millions per annum, but flows 
out again; that with a demand for it, it lows in at 


the rate of twelve and a half millions per annum, ! 


and nearly all remains with us. This is the effect 
of ademand for specie for the Federal Treasury. 
Let that demand continue. Let the Government 
continue to collect, and above all, to pay out, 
specie, and in a few years the national supply will 
be complete. The country will possess as much 
as it can use, be it a hundred, a hundred and iwen- 
ty, or a hundred and fifty millions. The supply 
will find its own level, and the excess will flow off. 

These, sir, are the main objections to the bill. 
They are the principal ones which have been urged. 
They will not bear examination. Every argument 
resulting from them is an argument in favor of the 
bill, instead of being against it. And what is the 
alternative proposed by those who object to this 
bill? By the Federal gentlemen the alternative is 
openly proclaimed to be a National Bank: that is 
to say, Mr. Biddle’s bank; for they mean no other. 
By afew of the Republicans, a rescrt to the State 
banks is the alternative. The Federal gentlemen 
agree to take this latter alternative for the present 
~—as so much gained towards their National Bank 
—as a half-way house to that institution. This is 
candid in those gentlemen. It is candid, if it is 
not wise. They will go with a few of our friends 
to the halfway house, knowing that Mr. Biddle 
can blow up that house any night tha: he pleases, 
and that the Chestnut street palace must then bee 


w 


come the refuge of the terrified inmates of the dee 
molished stopping place. i 

Mr. B. would not dilate upon the dangers of 
this alternative. ‘To learn dangero take warn- 
ing—from an enemy, is a maxim of great antiquity, 
and one which has its full application on this occa- 
sion. If neither the conduct of the Opposiaon, 
their language, their speeches on this floor, can. 
warn gentlemen, it: would seem to be almost in 
vain to appeal to past experience, to witness the 
present, or to contemplate the fature. The State 
bank deposite system, with the use of their paper 
money, has failed us in time of war and in time of 
peace. It has twice failed in time of peace. It is 
now in a state of failure, The late deposite banks 
now owe the Government six and a half millions 
of dollars, which an empty Treasury in vain calls 
for. To rely upon them again, is to walk into the 
pit in broad day with the eyes wide open. Our 
banking system, always on fallacious principles— 
always unsolid and delusive—isnow becoming worse 
than.ever. It becomes worse daily, and in many 
instances, is made so on purpose, that ano- 
ther catastrophe may be produced, and then 
charged upon the Administration. Issuance of 
smali notes, even down to a dollar; issuance of post 
notes; connection with party politics,and with that 
party whose connection has been fatal tu all its ase 
sociales; subjection to the policy of the Bank of the 
United States, on the part of a great many banks; 
such is the downward course of our banking sys- 
tem al present. Timely and prudent reformation 
might save it; but all reformation is resisted and 
bafiied. To make all worse, seems to be the poli- 
cy of those who have most power over the subject. 
Under these circumstances, what fatuity in the Go- 
verament of the United States to connect its Trea- 
sury again with these institutions, big with inherent 
dangers, and beset by a tremendous foe! 

I have gone over some of the objections to the 
pian for an Independent Treasury. I have spoken 
to some parts of the bill before the Senate; but the 
merits of that bill are no part of the real question. 
The contest is for power. Political power is the 
object of the Opposition—abuse of the bill, the 
means of attaining it—and a panic the grand desi- 
deratum. Panics are the aliment of the Federal 
party—terror their engine for governing the people. 
The mythological god Pan is the divinity of their 
worship. To him they look for help—to that gro- 
tesque and hideous deity, half man and half goat, 
whose bare apparition in ancient times would put 
whole armies to flight. This is the tutelary divinity 
of the Federal party, and always has been. Panics 
were their resource from the foundation of the Go- 
vernment; and, forty years ago, the French Revo- 
lution was what the Republican administrations 
now are, the great magazine of horrors from which 
they supplied themselves with “ gorgons’ heads and 
chimeras dire,” to alarm and terrify the nation. Mr. 
Jefferson, in his memoirs, has described that pe- 
riod, emphatically called the Reign of Terror. He 
has given many pages to the description of it; but 
declares that no person, who did not witness it, 
can form any idea of the terrorism with which the 
Federal party then surrounded itself, and the rude- 
ness and violence with which they browbeat and 
insulted the Republicans. Some extracts from his 


description of that period may bring up useful re- 
coliecions at this ume, when the violence of the 
revived Federal pariy so far transcends all that 
was witnessed forty years ago. 


He says: 


nu WOES 
: sin bah Hou gress were sa groan so de 
cided, aml so daring, that after combating their aggressions, 
inch by anch, without being able in the least to check their 
career, the Republican leaders thought i would be best for 
them to give up their useless efforts there, go home, get into 
their respective Legislatures, embody whatever of resistance 
they could be formed into, and if ineffectual, to perish there aa 
in the jast ditch. Ail, therejore, retired, leaving Mr. Galatin 
alone in the House of Representatives, and myself in the Be- 
nate, where Í then presided as Viee Prealent. Remaining at 
our posts, and bidding defiance to the browbeaiings and insule 
by which they endeavored to drive us of also, we keys the 
mass of Republicans in phalanx together, unt the Legislatures 
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could be brought up to the charge; and nothing on earth was 
more certain, than i myself particularly, placed by my office of 
Vice Prosident at the head of the Repulicans, had given way 
and withdrawn from my post, the Republicansthroùghout the 
Union would have given upia despair, and the cause would 
have been lost forever. By holding on, we obtained tlme for 
the State Legislatures to come up with their weight; and those 
of Virginia and Kentucky particularly, but more especially 
the former, by their celebrated resolutions, saved the Constitu- 
tion at ite last gasp. No person who was nota witness of the 
scenes of that gloomy period, can form an idea of the afilicting 
persecutions and personal indignities we had to brook. They 
saved our country however. The spirits of the people were so 
much subdued and reduced to despair, that they could have 
aunk into apathy and monarchy, asthe only form of Govern- 
ment which could maintain itself.” 

Such, Mr. President, was the terrorism with 
which the Federal party surrounded itself forty 
years ago; such its mode of action then; and such 
its manner of acting on the public mind now. 
The Presidential election of 1796 was carried by 
terror, extracted from the French Revolution; the 
election of 1800 came within three votes of being 
carried by the same means. . The second election 
of Mr. Jefferson prostrated Federalism—sent it in- 
to-a state of hibernation far north, and with jt the 
mythological deity of its worship, and the whole 
machinery of terror and alarm. The appearance 
of General Jackson, at the head of the list of 
Presidential candidates, in the winter of 1824-25, 
and the events of the ‘election of President at that 
time by the House of Representatives, revived the 
two primitive political parties—the Republican and 
the Federal—and with the latter, its distinctive pas~ 
sion for terror, alarm, and panic. From that day 
to the present, a succession of alarms has agitated 
the public mind. Raw-heads-and-bloody-bones 
have stalked in solemn procession over the public 
Stage. First, it was the military chieftain, who 
was to put an end to the Republic at once, with the 
sword, Then Congress was to be turned out of 
doors, neck and heels. Then the liberty of speech 
was to be put down—to be suppressed by main 
force: afterwards it was to be choked down by cor- 
ruption. Then came a fright about pocketing 
bills. General Jackson did not return the land 
bill, which was sent to him too late to be returned; 
and, thereupon, all bills wero to be pocketed, and 
all Federal legislation destroyed. After that, we 
had the Maysville Road bill veto alarm; and such 
was the effect of this fright for some months, that 
many good people believed that there was going to 
be a genera! destruction of all roads, and that all 
travelling would be reduced to scrambling through 
the woods, camping out at night, and swimming 
ereeks and rivers like otters. Quick upon the heels 
of this fright, came the National Bank bill veto 
alarm. ‘Phen there was no mistake. Destruction 
had arrived. National wo had arrived. The 
price of all produce and property was to sink to no- 
thing; every man’s estate was to perish on 
his hands; black desolation was to sit upon the 
land. From the contemplation of this ruin, 
the nation was suddenly roused up to the apparition 
of the French war. For three months, this spectre 
of a French war kept its place on the public stage, 
to the extreme irritation of the nervous system of 
aged ladies, and with vast expenditure of ink and 
paper to the peace societies. The arrival of the 
gold indemnities put an end to the fantasies of this 
poor spectre. These brief and various little panics 
were preludes to the great one—-the deposite-remo- 
val panic of 1833-34. This was a panic indeed, 
not only great in itself, but the prolific parent of a 
progeny of subaltern alarms. Orators here, and 
bank screws elsewhere, worked up the nation to a 
paroxysm of consternation. Great was the terror 
excited, and great the mischief inflicted. For six 
months, this chamber was the laboratory of alarm ; 
the distress flag flying, the tocsin beating, and the 
alarm guns firing; all the while the Bank of the 
United States turning the screws on her debtors, 
to the sound of our music, and, with each scream 
of its suffering victims, exultingly demanding if 
the distress had not arrived? 

The revolution without bloodshed—the expul- 
sion of this body from its chamber by a military 
force—and the Protest, which was to wipe out the 
Constitution—were among the prominent scenes of 
thet magnificent panic. The revolution was, in 
itself, a curiosity. It beganin the middle, carried 
itself on without bloodshed, and ended without a 
catastrophe. That it has ended, I myself do know. 
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I know it of my own knowledge, and can tell you 
how. You remember, sir, we were then informed 
that, in revolutions, there werenoSabbaths. Now, 
Į have seen Sabbaths since that time myself. I 
have seen the people at church, worshipping, and 
keeping the Sabbath. This is conclusive; it is 
proof incontestible that the revolution has ended. 
Bloodless, we know it tohave been. Without a 
catastrophe, we know it was. There was no list 
of killed and wounded; but there were some crip- 
pled and lamed—a certain catalogue of Presiden- 
tial candidates, architects of panic, were gravelled 
on that occasion. Whey became what the “safe 
and solid specie-paying” bank notes are in the 
Treasury—on unavailable fund! They ended with 
finding themselves hors dù combat; not horses of 
combat, as a worthy friend of mine is accustomed 
to read that French phrase, but stabled animals, 
withdrawn from the turf, tied up to the rack, soli- 
tary and alone, te digest their provender at their 
leisure. 


The Senate expulsion panic, though severe at the 
time, is hardly to be regretted,. on account of the 
noble spirit which it caused to be developed in this 
hody. When the first tidings arrived of General 
Jackson's design to expel the Senate by force of 
arms, then was seen what stuff our hearts were 
made of. Incontinently patriotic indignation rose 
to the highest pitch, and courageous resolutions ex- 
hibited themselves in daring forms. Some propos- 
ed to go forth, and bravely meet the advancing 
danger. Others preferred to arm the doorkeeper, 
the messengers, and the boys with sticks and staves, 
and to plant them behind the jambs of the doors. 
Others, like ancient Romans, deemed it more sena- 
torial to abide the event; in a sitting posture, not in 
curule, butin their leather back chairs. While still 
in this fearful condition, the portentous Protest ar- 
rived, to heighten the exciting scene, to multiply its 
perils, and to superadd alarm for the safety of 
our beloved Constitution to the personal conster- 
nation we endured on account of our own necks 
and limbs. How the Senate became relieved from 
this double peril is matter of history, which the 
tongwe of eloquence has already immortalized on 
this floor, and which the pen of truth will faithfally 
transmit to a remote generation. Virginia came to 
the rescue! Hanover county did the business! We 
all remember that day when an orator of this body, 
rising in his place, announced to us the glorious re- 
sults of the precinct elections at Long Tom, Slow 
and Hungry, Negro Foot, and Heil Town; and con- 
cluded with a declaration thathe had heard the last 
knock of the hammer on the last -nail in the coffin 
of Jacksonism. At this annunciation oar spirits 
rose. The Senate breathed freer and deeper. We 
all began to feel like Brutuses, ready to bran- 
dish high our gleaming steel, and call on li- 
berty, and bid the fathers of their country hail! 
for, lo, the tyrant down, and we again all free. 
Bat, alas! the mutability of human events! 
quickly we found ourselves in the condition of the 
poor fisherman in the Arabian Nights, who had 
corked up the terrific genie in a bottle, from which 
the giant spectre had emerged to fill all space with 
the expansion of his boundless form, to overshadow 
the whole earth with his endless height, and to 
menace the luckless fisherman with instant anni- 
hilation. So of the Senate, and its coffined Jack- 
sonism. We had it in the coffins we nailed it 
up; we were sure of it, We considered Jackson 
done for ever; yet he reappeared on the political 
stage with more power than ever, and with such 
effect upon the vision, that those who affirmed to 
us on this floor that they saw him coffined, now 
declare that he is still President of these United 
States, ruling the country with a rod of iron, and 
menacing all existing institutions with instant 
ruin. 

Subordinate to these great alarms, Mr. President, 
were three small ones, which filled up the year 
1834. There was the gold bill alarm, which was 
to debase the currency, and deprive the country 
of silver; the Safety Fund system alarm, in which 
the Albany regency were to extend corruption and 


intrigue to the uttermost boundaries of the Union, ` 


and the pet bank alarm, in which the country was 
to be ruined precisely to the same extent, by a 
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| conjunction with tke banks, that ‘it now is bya 


separation from them, 

After so much agitation there was repose for a 
little while. -We rested nearly two years, until 
the year 1836. In that year, the Treasury order 
appeared, and the occasion was deemed a favor- 
able one for the revivification of pante and ‘distress. 
A signal gun was fired from the. Chestnut street 
palace, inthe form of a letter from the president 
of the Bank of the United States to an ex-President 
of the United States. A response to that ‘signal 
echoed from Kentucky, in the shape of a barbecue 
speech. Congress met; the proper resolution was 
introduced; panic speeches were let off. A brave 
effort was made, but to no purpose. The country 
refused to take fright, and that experiment upoa 
the public nerves died out. ` 

The expunging panic then took its turn. It was 
a hard struggle for an alarm, but no progress could 
be made at it. The people could not see the de- 
struction of the Constitution, in the purification of 
the Senate journal. They could not see the de- 
struction of the journal in the erasure of an iniqui- 
tous sentence from it. Far from being frightened 
at the act, they ordered it to be done; and the 
branded page will stand for ever as the evidence of 
a factions outrage on one side, and a monument of 
national reparation on the other. 

The Treasury order and the expunging panics ` 
both failed. They were abortive experiments upon 
the nervous system of the people. Nothing dis- 
heartened, however, we find the Opposition gentle- 
men now bravely engaged at the fabrication of 
another. The Sub-Vreasury bill panic is now the 
order of the day; and the total destruction of all 
banks—the total destruction of all credit—the sud- 
den erection of a Treasury bank upon the ruins of 
all others—the exclusive imposition of Treasury 
bank paper money currency upon the people, and, 
at the same time, the exclusive imposition also of a 
hard money currency upon them; these are the raw- 
heads-and-bloody-bones which are now paraded be- 
fore the eyes of the people. A certain speech deli- 
vered on this floor, the title page of which will 
claim a prominent place in the next emission of 
coffin handbills, is the congeries of. these new hor- 
rors—collected, compounded, and conglomerated 
into one huge and frightful mass. With the deli- 
very of that speech went forth the authoritative 
mandate for the new panic; but in vain. ‘The peo 
ple are tired of being scared. They refuse to take 
fright any more. Calm as a summer’s morning, 
they read with indifference the programme for the 
alarm, and view with contempt the marshalling of 
the procession of the hobgoblins, phantoms, and 
spectres which are put in requisition for the ensu- 
ing elections, The country is quiet. But, behold 
the symptoms of panic in another quarter! The 
panic makers themselves are beginning to take 
fright! The tenth day of May approaches; and 
with it the elevation of that RESUMPTION FLAG 
which will cheer the hopes of all Republicans, and 
impress with terror the fainting hearts of the broken 
bank and shin-plaster party. 

Thus we have gone on ever since the appearance 
of General Jackson on the political stage, and the 
coincident revival of the old political parties of 
1798. Terror is the chosen agent of.action upon 
the public mind now as it was then; but with this 
great difference, that the phantoms then brought 
forward to frighten the people into measures, were 
solely directed to the ‘nervous system, and never 
combined with any attack upon the business ope- 
rations of the country. People were then to be 
frightened out of their votes, but not deprived of 
work and labor, or ruined in their trade and occu- 
pation. Now the assault is double—it is both up- 
on the nerves of the man, and upon his bread. 
The famous Queen Elizabeth, in stopping the in- 
come of the refractory Earl of Essex, said, an un- 
governable beast must be deprived of his provender, So 
of the present Opposition.tactics in our own: coun- 
try. Stop his bread—make him feel—iurn him 
out to graze; this is the language of- the’ 
day. An immense moneyed institution, able 
to create the distress ‘which it foretells, has 
brought this Queen. Elizabeth ingredient. into 
the composition of modern Federal panics; and 
now every successive attempt at alarm is accom- 
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panied by an attack on the business of the:country 
co-extensive with the power, and: the ramifications 
of the power, of the Bank of the United States. 
Laborers dismissed—work stopped—factories clos- 
ed—wages reduced—bread and fuel monopolized, 
and the price augmented—bank accommodations 
withheld from small dealers and hard workers, and 
profusely granted to. capitalists, shavers, and specu- 
lators—specie payments suspended—exchanges de- 
ranged—actual distress created by every act of 
oppression and aggravated by every act of exagge- 
ralion—distress meetings—distress  orations—dis- 
tress committees—and the whole charged by its 
own authors on the Republican Administrations; 
such is the infusion of demoniac ingredients which 
bank vengeance has superadded to Federal panics, 
and by which the elections are to be governed, and 
the people scourged into submission to Federal and 
Bank domination. : 

It is now. about six years since these attacks 
have been going on. They commenced with the 
famous veto session of 1832—~the marble palace in 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia, being the source from 
which they emanate. The nearer to that source, 
the more the country is affected and injured; the 
farther off, the less. Thus, the South and West are 
less injured than the Northeast; and, in some parti- 
culars, the South and West are gaining under the 
effect of these attacks on business, while the States 
and cities North cf the Potomac are losing. It is 
time for reflecting men to consider the consequences 
of this unnatural warfare upon the business of the 
country. It is time for them to ask themselves 
what its effecis must be on the population, the ma- 
nufactures, and the commerce of the Northeast, 
and en the banks themselves, which either become 
the criminal agents, or the unfortunate victims, of 
this diabolical policy. History informs us that the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes deprived France, 
in three years, of three hundred thousand souls, 
who carried to foreign States the arts and manufac- 
tures of their: own native country. Histery also 

_#aforms us that the tyranny of the Flemish manu- 
facturing corporations transferred the woollen ma- 
nufacture from Flanders to England. Already an 
effect similar to that of the revocation of the edict 
of Nantes on France, and of the tyranny of the 
Flemish corporations on Flanders, is beginning to 
be visible in the effects of this war upon the busi- 
ness of the country in the Northeast. Great is the 
number of respectable and useful aftisans and la- 
borers—great the number of enterprising young 
men—numerous the heads of families, with their 
sons and daughters, and promising train of young 
children, which have.already bid adieu to the trou- 
bled scenes of the Northeast, and sought repose 
and independence in the rich and tranquil regions 
of the far West. Never was the emigration to the 
‘West so great. The roads, rivers and canals—all 
the western communications—are filled with moving 
masses, pressing into the great Valley of the Missis- 
sippi. “ Westward the star of empire holds its course.” 
A continuation of the causes of this emigration must 
augment the emigration itself, and in a few years 
the effects. must be felt on the population and ma- 
nufactories of the Northeast. To the banks them- 
selves, whether the agents or the victims of 
this unnatural warfare, a continuance of such 
conduct must be fatal. Political associations 
for any purpose, and with any party, must be 
dangerous to banking institutions; but an associa- 
tion with that party whose connection has been 
fatal to two National Banks, and to every thing 
else that it ever touched, and an association to 
govern elections by breaking up the business of the 
country—such an association, must be fatal in- 
deed, not merely to the culpable banks engaged in 
the work, but to many innocent ones which avoid 
their policy. To the great importing cities, and 
especially to New York, a continuance of this 
course; with a repetition of bank suspensions, de- 
rangement of exchanges, and interruption of cre- 
dit, must be highly deleterious. The early loss of 
the Southern and Western trade may be the penal- 
ty of such conduct. Habit, and adventitious cir- 
cumstances, now. carry the Southern and Western 
merchants to the Northeast to purchase goods; and 
to purchase them at all the disadvantages of a 
second hand sale, loaded with the costs, charges, 
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profits and losses of an intermediate sale. Direct 
purchases m Europe are as-easy for the South and 
‘West as this second hand operation, and far 
cheaper. They have the capital—the real capital 
—in their hundred. millions of annual exportable 
productions. They sell at hard money prices in 
Europe, and purchase at paper money prices in 
The paper system, always 
hard upon the exporting States, becomes ruinous 
to them in its derangements, The South and West 
have only to begin direct. importations, and the 
natural channels will vindicate their cwn rights 
forever afterwards. Venice, Genoa, Alexandria, 
Cairo, once entrepôts of Asiatic and European 
commerce, had as well lock for a restoration of 
that commerce after the Cape of Good Hope had 
been doubled, as that New York, Philadelphia, or 
Baltimore, shall look for a continuation of South- 
ern and Western trade, when once the Liverpool 
and Havre markets shall be in direct communica- 
tion with New Orleans and Charleston. 

Mr. President, I have said but littlke—compara- 
tively little—on the merits of the bill before you, 
because I know, as Il have already said, that the 
merit or demerit of the bill, is not the question be- 
fore us. It was the question which we presented; 
it is not the question which gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition have discussed. They bring forwardanother 
question—one of party, of political power, of re- 
toration of themseives to power. They fly to all 
the topics of party warfare; they arm themselves 
from the magazine of party politics; and the Presi- 
dential election of 1840 is the object in view. The 
struggle is for the recovery of a lost charter, and 
restoration to lost power. The party which got 
into pewer, without the consent of the people, in 
1825, and which has since been evicted from 
pewer by the voice of the people—that party now 
nerves itself for the dying contest of 1840. At its 
side is its well beloved cousin and ally, the dena- 
tionalized National Bank, collecting all its energies 
fer the recovery of a charter which a hero Presi- 
dent, and a patriot people, refused to renew in 
1832. This double recovery is the object; and 
the question which really presents itself, is this: 
ought the evicted Federal party, and the vetoed 
Federal Bank, be restored to the possession of the 
political and the pecuniary power of these United 
States? This is the question, and T hold the hega- 
tive of it; for, of all Governments under the sun, 
restorations are admitted to be the most abominable 
and insufferable! They are the worst Govern- 
ments ever known. Vengeance and persecution 
are their ruling passions, and indemnification for 
lost time their main occupation. It has been so in 
all ages and in all countries, and will be so for ever. 
Ancients and moderns—in Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and America—the same passions govern the re- 
stored party, modified only by the different degrees 
of civilization which prevail. Waith the Romans, 
it was proscription and exile—the ague et ignis 
interdico. In Asia and Africa, the restored chief 
gluts his savage vengeance in acts of brute violence 
upon hishelpless enemies. In Europe, more courtly 
methods accomplish the degradation, and, if need be, 
the destruction of the defeated party. In England, 
the restoration of the Stuarts was the signal for 
infesting the country with delators, informers, 
and spies; for fabricating meal-tub and rye-house 
plots; for sending the Sidueys and the Russels to 
judicial slaughter; for filling the prisons with pa- 
triots, the Parliament with bills of attainder, and the 
King’s palace with bullies and assassins. In France, 
the restoration of the old Bourbons brought with it 
executions, exiles, persecutions, infringement of 
chartered liberties, and war upon every liberal 
idea. Here, in our own America, we have con- 
stilutional guarantees for the protection of personal 
rights; but of what avail against the passions and 
the power of party, let the fate of President Jack- 
son—adjudged unheard by his enemies on this 
floor—convicted of an impeachable offence without 
the form of a trial—let his fate tell! Yes, sir! re- 
storations, of all Governments, are the most odious 
and intolerable. No country.has been able, in 
modern times, to endure one of them. The Eng- 
lish chased off the Stuarts; the French chased away 
the old Bourbons. What sort of Government 
should we have, in these United States, under the 
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restored dominion of the Federal party, so violent 
in Mr, Jefferson’s time, and so much more furious 
now? What sort of a Mattonal Bank would that 
institution make which is now boiling over. with. 
vengeance against every Republican. wharhas: not 
“crooked the pliant hinges of the knee” to its divinity? 
Imagination shudders at the though of seeing: the 
political and the pecuniary. power of this. Unien 
fall into the hands of suck a party, and sucha. bank. 
Is their restoration probable? -I think not. Tem- 
porary, and partial success, the delusive fruit of 
terror and deception, may gild their banners.for 8 
while. They may carry some counties, somé cities, 
some States. They may continue to exult in the 
issue of some local elections, as they have: done 
heretofore. But to succeed in. the main ob- 
ject—to carry the Presidential chair in 1840-— 
that I hold to be impossible. I go upon. my 
knowledge of the American people. I know:them 
to be for their country, and believe that they can 
never elevate to power the party which builds its 
elevation upon the calamities, the humiliations, 
and the misfortunes of their country. They can 
never elevate to power the party which in every 
contest, foreign and domestic, is found on the 
wrong side of the question—on the side of the 
British, the French, the Indians, the Mexicans, the 
non-resuming banks, and the shin-plasters.. Such 
a party cannot succeed; and I announce to them 
their fate in advance—a Jackson defeat for the 
month of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty. . . 
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REMARKS OF MR. JOHNSON, 
Or Vireryia. 

In the House of Represeniatives, March 10, 1838— 
On the bill to restore Cireuit Court powers and 
jurisdiction to the District Courts in Western 
Virginia. 

Mr. BEIRNE had moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, when 

Mr. JOHNSON rose and remarked: 

I regret exceedingly that my honorable cojleague 
should have deemed it his duty to submit a motion 
to strike out the first section of the bill now under 
consideration. I can but think that, upon this oo- 
casion, he has in some measure departed from that 
expanded and liberal course which has hitherto 
marked and characterized all his legislative acts 
as a member of this House, and that, in his great 
zeal to to promote the supposed convenience of a 
portion of his immediate constituents, he has over- 
looked the great and abiding interest of Western 
Virginia. £ 

Ht will be recollected that, as early as 1819, Con- 
gress passed an act establishing a United States 
Court west of the mountains, in the State of Vir- 
ginia; that, previcus to that date, all persons resid- 
ing in the West, and having business in the Fe- 
deral Court, were subjected to the irksome and ex- 
pensive necessity of travelling some three or four 
hundred miles from their homes to the city of Rich- 
mond, that being the place where the court was 
helden. 

To remedy this acknowledged inconvenience, 
the act of 1819, a copy of which I hold in my hand, 
was passed, by virtue of which act four courts 
were established in the West, and located at the 
following places: Clarksburg, Staunton, Lewis- 
burg, and Wythe Court-house. This arrangement 
preduced the most beneticial results, and gave gene- 
rat satisfaction to all concerned. s 

But, Mr. Speaker, by the provisions of the act of 
the third March, 1837, entitled “an act to amend 
the judicial system of the United States,” a Circuit 
Court was established at Lewisburg, in the county 
ef Greenbrier, and so much of the act of 1819 as 
invested the District Courts with Circuit Court 
powers and jurisdiction was repealed; and more- 
over, all actions, suits, prosecutions, causes, pleas, 
process, and other proceedings, relative to any 
cause, civil or criminal, then pending in the Dis- 
trict Court, which might have been brought, and 
could have been originally cognizable in a Circuit 
Court, or r@urnabie to the several District Courts, 
were transferred to the Circuit Court established at 
Lewisburg. The injurious consequences following 
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in the train of this impolitic measure, is to leave | 
the District Courts mere skeletons, having no bnsi- 
ness to do, over which they can exercise jurisdic- 
tion. ; 

A reference to the relative powers and jurisdic- 
tion of the Circuit and District Courts, and a view 
of the geographical position of Western Virginia, 
will, at a glance, show the cause of the loud com- 
-plaint on the part of the people in that region of 

- country. The jurisdiction of the District Courts 
extends only to crimes and offences cognizable un- 
der the authority of the United States, and commit- 
ted within their respective districts or upon the high 
seas; in civil cases of admiralty and maritime ju- 
risdiction; where aliens sue for a violation of the 
laws of nations; or a treaty entered into by the 
United States, etc.; and again, suits at common‘ 
law, where the United States is a party, and the 
maiter in dispute amounts to one hundred dollars; 
suits against consuls, etc.: while that of the Circuit 
Court extends to all cases where the subject in con- 
roversy amounts to five hundred dollars; wheret 
he United States, ahens, or citizens of diferentt 
States, are parties; and also, concurrent jurisdiction 
with the District Courts in most cases where crimes 
and offences have been committed against the well 
being, and in violation, of the laws of the United 
States. 

IlI am correct in the view here taken relative !! 
to the separate powers and jurisdiction of the Cir- 
cuit and District Courts, a geographical survey of 
Western Virginia must satisfy all, even the most 
skeptical, that, situated in the interior—severed {I 
from the Atlantic by the lofty chains of the Alle- 
ghany, and remote from the seaboard, few cases 
can arise over which the District Courts have ju- j; 
risdiction; but, restore to the court circuit powers 
and jurisdiction, and then what would be the re- 
sult? Our courts would be in the zenith of useful- 
ness, having full power to adjudicate and settle all 
controversies between citizens of the different 
States. There is Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio, on the North; Kentucky, Tennessee, the Ca- 
rolinas, on the South, thus situated: suits are con- 
tinually springing up for adjudication in the Fede- 
ral Courtt. 

Itisa fact known to all my colleagues who 
practice in that court, that, prior to the passage of 
the actof the 34 March, 1837, most of the suits 
brought in that court were by citizens of adjoining 
States, for the recovery of lands claimed, lying in 
Virginia. The unfortunate mode selected by the 
State for disposing of her western lands has, and 
must continue for years to produce a vast number 
of suits; consequently much litigation, depending 
chiefly upon questions of fact in regard to identity 
of survey, length of possession, date of patent; all 
of which it becomes the prevince of a jury to in- 
vestigate and settle. 


The facility with which dubious claims to land 
in Western Virginia can be obtained, has prompted 
many speculators to engage in that business. The 
consequence is, that innumerable claims are now 
held by persons having a right to bring their suits 
in the United States Court. Nevertheless, it is be- 
lieved that but few of those claims can be sus- 
tained, provided a full, fair, and impartial develop- 
ment of all the facts can be aad. But, Mr. 
Speaker, if our citizens are to be drawn into court, 
remote from their residence, from their witnesses, 
and from the depositories of the record evidence, 
upon which, in most instances, their title depends, 
and this can only be found in the archives within 
the limits of their own counties; I repeat it, if they 


` are forced some two or three hundred miles from 
home, subjected to all the additional cost and in- i 
convenience incident thereto, it follows, as matter | 
of course, that the most rational alternative would 
be for the wealthy to abandon his claim, as a poor 
man would be forced to do, rather than attempt to 
surmount the difficulties attendant on the prosecu- 
tion of a suit, under such unequal and disadvan- 
tageous circumstances. But, sir, will the rich, un- 
relenting speculator surrender his claim? Will he 
abandon a field which affords so many facilities 
for over-reaching his less wealthy and more hum- 
ble competitor? Will he forego consummating ad- 
_Vantageously to himself, his nefarious specula- 
toas? No, sir, he wii} pot; and we have mach | 


reason to fear that: many claims; which are now 
dormant, or abandoned, will be purchased for a 
trifle, revived under false pretences, and suits in- 
stituted against the poor, honest oceupant, not with 
the view of prosecuting him to the final issue, but 
for the heartless purpose of coercing an unfair and 
ruinous compromise. 

I repeat, sir, that by the operation of the act of 
the last Congress, the district courts are left with 
original jurisdiction over maritime causes, etc. em- 
bracing nene which are likely to arise in an inland 
country like that of Western Virginia. - Another 
consequence is, that this entire district, forming a 
territorial area of four or five hundred miles in ex- 
tent, is left with one solitary court, instead of four, 
placed at convenient points, as heretofore. Not 
only is the whole business of the country concen- 
trated at remote and inconvenient points, but the 
delay of justice and expense of litigation enor- 
mously increased. 

The bill under consideration does not abolish the 
Circuit Court at Lewisburg. With that we have 
nothing todo. It only provides for the restoration 
of circuit court powers and jurisdiction to the Dis- 
trict Courts, and thereby restores to the people their 
rightful privileges and immunities, of which they 
have been unjustly deprived, by the operation of the 
law of the last Congress. The public voice 
throughout the State requires it, with the exception 
of my honorable colleague [Mr. Beirne} and his 
constituents in the immediate vicinity of Lewis- 
burg. I wilt add that the public interest demands 
it. Sofaras iam informed, judges, lawyers, liti- 
gants, the people, all unile in asking this just right, 
this boon, at the hands of Congress. Task the favor 
of my honorable colleagues to rise in their places 
and state the views of the people in their respective 
districts: for that purpose 1 now yield the door. 


REMARKS OF MR, BYNUM, 
Or Nonrru CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 12, 1838— 
On the resolution to raise a committee of inves- 
tigation to inquire into the charges of corruption 
against a member of Congress, male by ‘the 
Spy in Washington.” 

Mr. BYNUM addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Spraker: I do not rise to enter into the dis- 
cussion of the merits or demerits of the resolution, 
which, in my judgment, sir, has been most unfor- 
tunately brought before this House. With me, 
personally, it is a matter of the least consequence 
whether it is adopted or not. I have, individually, 
no fears of the most rigid scrutiny into any part 
of my conduct here, and consequently have no 
personal regard in the passage or rejection of the 
proposition contained in the resolution. J am per- 
fectly willing that it shall pass in ‘any form or 
shape that its friends, in their wisdom, may deem 
it preper to give it. 

But, sir, I have risen here in my place, as the 
Representative, T hope and believe, of a virtuous 
and intelligent people, deliberately and solemnly, to 
enter my protest against the propricty and expe- 
diency of arraigning the members of either House 
of this, or any other Congress, upon such evidence 
as has been referred to in this debate. Were it from 
a more unquestionable source, it is,in my judg- 
ment, entirely too vague and indefinite to justify 
this House in going into an investigation of the 
character and conduct of its members. I earnestly 
believe that the institution of such an investigation, 
upon such evidence, can terminate in no practical 
benetit to the members of the House, the individu- 
als concerned, or to the country at large. T so- 
Jemnly protest against the propriety of every idea, 
of every project, arid every attempt, to institute in- 
vestigations here, into the conduct of menbers, up- 
on the charges of any irresponsible hireling letter- 
writer, or of every licentious, dissolute editor of a 
partisan newspaper—a practice which, if established, 
must be pregnant with the most. disastrous conse- 
quences to this House, to the nation, and all con- 
cerned. It will obstruct the whole important busi- 
ness of the House, and prove detrimental, in the 
highest degree, to every Important public interest, 
Adopt your resolution, carry out your principle, 
let it grow into a precedent, and my life upon it, 
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sir, you will soon -have a. scene“exhibited here, ‘of 
brawls and riots, hitherta unexampled in: the history 
of this Government. i 

This hall will exhibit a spectacle, of crimination 
and recrimination, of charges and reputations, in- 
volving individual character, to thé almost entire 
exclusion of every other important business of the 


-people of this nation. ‘The attempts to blacken 


and whitewash character here, must terminate in 
the final humiliation and degradation of your 
Congress, to the dishonor and disgrace of the na- 
Human ingenuity could not devise a plan 
better calculated to bring into disrepute the charac- 
ter of this body, nor one more subversive of its 
peace and harmony, if not its very existence. 

The argument that has been advanced by seve- 
ral honorable gentlemen who have preceded me, 
that, when charges were made against members ‘of 
this body, they should be immediately investi- 
gated asa matter of right, involved a variety of 
considerations, and should depend entirely upon the 
circumstances of the case; but that it was right or 
proper to institute investigation here, except upon 
charges of a most specific character, founded upon 
evidence equally definitive, emanating from a high 
and responsible source, I. am compelled from 
every consideration of its expediency and propriety 
to deny. An investigation of this character should 
never a undertaken, without a full determination 
to the impeachment or expulsion of the individual 
if found guilty, and should therefore never be re- 
sorted to, except upon charges from the highest and 
most responsible sources, and founded upon evi» 
dence most clear and explicit. It was no ordinary 
transaction to arraign a member there for a high 
crime and misdemeanor, and the House should re- 
volt at the idea of doing it upon such vague, inde- 
finite, and irresponsible authority, as had been al- 
Inded to in the course of the debate on this idl-omened 
resolution. 

What distinguished man, I ask, has ever taken 
an acuve part in the transaction of the public busi- 
ness here, that has not been slandered, calumniated, 
and villified by hund eds of the most infamous 
charges, emanating from the same or ‘similar 
sources, such as wanton licentious presses, and the 


- foul irresponsible hired scribblers that have for years 


(or since the reign of the banks) haunted this capitol? 

How many distinguished. and ‘illustrious names 
have ever escaped their calumny? Did Washing- 
ton, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, or Monroe? No, 
sir! no, sir! None are exempt from their scandal, 
though their characters were more pure than the 
icicle. Scandal, sir, isthe very food upon which 
those loathsome insects live and falten—it is the mire 
in which they wallow in generating their corrup- 
tion. And is it from such a source as this that 
charges are to come, and to be treated by this 
august body with seriousness, that are to set mem- 
bers of Congress “by the ears;” to involve this 
Fouse in strife and confusion? Sir, surely gentle- 
men cannot be serious in attaching importance and 
consequence to such sources. Nor can they be 
aware of the consequences that must grow’ out of 
giving importance to such authorities: they cer- 
tainly cannot foresee the Leven that they are about 
to bring down this House to. Nothing appears 
more clear to my mind, if you carry out your prin- 
ciple, than that it must eventuate only in anarchy 
and confusion, and overwhelm the whole country 
with gloom, degradation and disgrace. 

Is it for us now to learn that a regular system of 
scandal and detraction had been carried on here, 
under the influence of these banking corporations, 
for years, by the most profligate characters, and 
to subserve the interest of some of the most licen- 
tious partisan newspaper presses? Was it not their 
daily vocation to pimp and pander in the myriads 
of foul ramors that were constantly in circulation 
in this city? It was their dependance for daily 
bread; and should such accusers receive the delibe- 
rate attention of an American Congress? I cannot 
believe that the least good can possibly result from 
any investigation founded on the charges of such 
creatures as we daily witness here moving about in 
by-places and the cuddles and recesses of your 
Capitol? Theleast notice of such things would be 
to make men of them, and attach to them a’ pride 
of place, upon which they would look asa most 
distinguished honor, should it result even in ag 
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escort of them to the prison -or the penitentiary. 
I cannot, sir, therefore, see to the bottom of the 
depths of degradation to which the adoption of 
such a course must ultimately, in: my judgment, 
reduce the once high character of this House. 

But the source from whence these swarms of in- 
sects issue. Was it not known here that these 
hireling scribblers regularly flocked. hither at the 
beginning of every session of Congress frem most 
of the large cities, employed either directly or indi- 
rectly by the banks, or other incorporated compa- 
nies, to defame and write down any member of 
this House who should dare oppose their interests? 
Was it not at the hazard of the denunciation and 
defamation of such creatures that any here ever 
rose to speak in favor of the interests of the honest 
laborer, or planter and ploughman of the soil? 
With the herd of such idlers, it is a crime to doubt 
whether they and their employers have a rightfal 
claim to live on the profits of the laboring man 
and planter of your fields; and -he who has the 
stubborn courage te stand here and speak in their 
defence, must expect to receive all the odium and 
defamation that their malignance and their inge- 
nuity caninvent. The most of them were hired 
and sent here by those banking corporations, no 
doubt, to slander and hunt down every Republican 
speaker that could not be either intimidated and. 
seduced, or purchased over to serve their purposes, 
and to promute their interest, at the expense of the 
interests of. the great body of the laboring and 
planting people of this country. They are the 
friends of these classes that these defamers are 
employed to traduce and villify, with the sole ob- 
ject of upholding themselves and their employers 
in living in idleness, and upon the earnings of the 
honest laborer. The people abroad should be in- 
formed of the means here resorted to by certain 
presses and bank corporations to sustain their inte- 
rest, to the prejudice of the great body of the pee- 
ple of this nation. i 

But who are those hirelings that have been. for 
years endeavoring to pit members of Congress 
against members, in that House, and to make them 
act the part of mere tussey boys of this servile crew? 
Sir, they are your “Spies in Washington.” and 
anonymous, irresponsible correspondents of those 
base and mercenary institutions that do neither la- 
bor nor sweat for the pelf they enjoy. Was it pos- 
sible that any nan, a member of that House, could 
debase himself so low as to be played off on, and 
set on, by such a crew? I cannot, I will not, for a 
moment believe it. The low, disgraceful, and de- 
grading system of espionage which they were try- 
ing-to carry on over the conduct of every Republi- 
can member of this House, as well as the different 
officers of the Government that did not give in alle- 
giance to their employers, called aloud, in my hum- 
ble estimation, for the bitterest indignation of an 
insulted. public. 

“ Spies” and “ informers” had ever been held up 
with public reprobation by every intelligent people 
of whom the earliest historians give account; and 
why now should they be looked on with such gecu- 
liar favor as guardians of the public interests? Sir, 
it “omens badly;” there is a sickly disease in the 
times. For my own part, I have ever shunned 
them as I would have done a viper or a spotted 
toad. All seem to consider it a disgrace to be 
found in company with them; yet they speak 
and write as though from authority, justified by the 
closest intimaey with every member of this House. 
Nor did they stop even there: if they were to be be- 
lieved, they were perfectly intimate with every Exe- 
cutive officer, from the President down; and not 
the least passed at any time in the Cabinet but what 
they either had been advised with and consulted on. 
All, too, professed to be perfect masters of belles- 
lettres and rpetoric; and no orator spoke with ap- 
probation who had not previously consulted them 
as to mode, enunciation, emphasis, gesticulation, 


etc. Such, sir, is the character that these refined | 


gentlemen assume for themselves, and upon the 
consideration of whose charges and evidence this 
House is to. be involved for days, and perhaps 
` weeks. Sir, the very places of their resort are 
enough to brand their charges with ridiculous fati- 
lity and falsehood. They are never to be found 
except in the bar-rooms and tippling-shops of your 
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city; there belching forth and disgorging, and re- 
ceiving again, the many idle, unfounded reports 
and rumors that they have collected in their daily 
vocations. mae z 

Nothing could have astonished me more than to 
hear an honorable gentleman, a few days since, 
from Massachusetis, [Mr. Cusnina,] say that a 
statement had gone forth from this city on the 
authority of one who calls himself a “Spy,” and 
that hecould not resist making the inquiry on such 
authority! 


business as of little value, to entertain, fora mo- 
ment, an idea so extraordinary. Is it possible that 
that honorable gentleman can be blind to the hu- 
miliating condition to which such a course would 
reduce this body, and the embarrassment of its ne- 
cessary business? Sir, this new attempt to bring 
into this hall a new set of political gladiators, 
astounds me, and will astound every thinking man 
in the nation. Whom do your “Spies”. represent 
here? From what district have they come? -By 
what interests are they sent, that they should, more 
than others, undertake the special care of the public 
good; and,.at their suggestions, inquiries should be 
made, investigations instituted, and committees 
raised? Sir,.1 pronounce it an insult to the Ame- 
rican people, who know not your “Spies,” nor have 
had any thing to do with sending them here. 
I protest against the attempt to exercise any such 
influence in this House? Sir, it is a new mode of 
electioneering, just hatched, to keep up a perpetual 


excitement—to invoive Congress and the whole na- | 


tion in one continual brawl. 
If we are to have another kind of representation 


in this House, and the present are thought incom- : 


petent to the task assigned them, we should consult 


the people first, and they should know thai an at- | 


tempt is about being made to introduce another 
representative. branch in the legislative councils 
of: the Government, heretofore altogether unknown 
to them. 

The idea of bring to the aid of any party such 


gladiatorial influence in this House, is not less new 
Sir, it is revolutionary, ; 


than it is monstrous to me. 
and if carried out, must sap the whole foundation 
of our free Democratic Government. 


a little more particularity; and, first, as he seems 
to have been held in such high estimation by the 


honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 


Cusuine,] and some others, who have referred to || 
him, and in substance vouched for his character | 


and purity, I would ask, who is this “Spy in 
Washington?” What embassy is he on, and from 
whose court does he come, on whose suggestion, of 


charges, members sent here hy the voice of a {ree | 


people, are to be arraigned and tried? 
Is he, Lask, the eulogist and biographer of Aaron 


Burr; a man notoriously convicted of high treason ; 
against his own country? . Is it be, thatis the pane- | 
gerist of that libertine that entered the abodes | 


of the innocent, but to infuse poison into eve 
cup of their domestic circles? Is it he, whose dai 


practice is to slip from. pillar to post, corner to re- ! 


cess, to fill every nook and by-place in your Ca 


tol, for the purpose of eaves-dropping both male and i 
female, and catching up and retailing scraps of ru- | 


mors and reporis, that he may ecverhear? Sir, 


it upon the charge of such an one, that honorable : 
members would have any honorable man arraign- | 


Is it upon the 


ed, and tried, and convicted, here? 


suggestions of sucha one, that you should raise | 


committees, and inslitute investigations, to embroil 


this House, and consume its ime, to the exclusion | 


of every other important business? Is this the 
man who, in a recent publication, impeached the 
purity of mothers and matrons of the city of New 
York, and who is there execrated and detested as 
the vilest calumniator of female innocence? Sir, 
can it be possible that such is the character ofhim 
who is now pronounced here, by honorable gentle- 


Is it possible that that honorable gen- | 
tleman could have been inearnest?, Canhe seriously | 
think that this House should consume its important | 
time by instituting an examination upon the vague | 
and indefinite charges of an irresponsible letter- | 
writer, who has taken npon himself the self-styled | 
denomination of “The Spy in Washington?” | 
Surely he must appreciate the despatch of public | 
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Having | 
spoken of the character of such authority collec- { 
tively, I will now notice some of them, with a | 


men, as respectable, and whose: authority would 


- justify the instituting of- an investigating commit- 


tee? Can this House: be so: far forgetful of 
What is due to its. own order and “dignity, 
as to go intoa serious investigation upon’ charges 


emanating from such a source? <: 


I have ‘been not Jess surprised than mortified to 
hear my: honorable friend: from. Georgia [General 
Giasscock] declare, “it was notoriously known 


thatit was the old gentleman in specs, who sat 


there in the lobby of the gallery, who was the Spy 
in Washington,” and that he should be requested 
to come down, and-placed at the bar.of the House, 
and teil us what he knew of these charges; and 
designate the guilty member. I was truly sorry to 
hear such a declaration, coming from: the high 
source that it did. Surely my esteemed friend 
from Georgia cannot wish to establish a‘precedent, 
by which every vagabond that haunts your streets 
or Capitol can render himself. conspicuous, by 
making the most ridiculous and futile. charges 
against members of this House. Sir, nothing could 
be deemed a greater honor, by men of that caste, 
than to be brought. into this House and examined, 
in relation to the characters of its members; to 
acquire which, if the practice be once established, 
you may expect, at every succeeding session, a 
repetition and a multiplication of charges, as ridi- 
culous as innumerable.. And why, let me ask, 
should we introduce a witness there, who would 
not.be believed on oath? I have already heard:a 
number of the most respectable members declare, 
that they would not believe such characters were 
they put upon their oaths. Then why again, I 
would ask, introduce such here? Such evidence 
should certainly. not have the least weight in in- 
fluencing my conduct towards any honorable mem- 
ber of this House, nor do I believe it would 
(judging from what I hear) with a large majority 
of this body. Hence, sir, if it is done, I must 
pretest agaiast its being used as a precedent, be- 
lieving, as I do, that the most painful consequences 
will finally result from such a course. ; 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another set of indivi- 
duals about whom I propose to say something more — 
specifically, and in addition to what I have already 
said. 4 
_ There is a set of individuals who have been in- 
troduced into this House, and occupy. the seats of 
ihe reporters, who call themselves. employed 
letler-vriters, whose daily avoeation here is to 
eaves-drop the members of the Honse, and are 
sometimes seen slipping into their seats. It is 
hardly necessary to remark on the character of 
those creatures: their very vocations bespeak most 
emphatically their trae character. They would have 
the country to believe they were particularly inti- 
mate, too, with every member’s private, as well as 
political, transactions here. I am yet to learn of 
any member being an intimate associate of theirs. I 
have seldom seen them even spoken to by members 
cf either House, though there might be some that 
might court them privately to get themselves puffed, 
which, I presume, none would be found so hardy 
astoown. They, teo, had been in the habit of 
acting the part of, more particularly, mischief 
makers, setting one member against another, and 
had sometimes so far presumed és to undertake to 
pit them at each other, and to match them out. Sir, 
{have been astonished and mo: tified, deeply morti- 
fied, to witness this unrebuked audacity so long. 
Both Houses, as well as the country, had been 
greatly to blame by their silent acquiescence in the 
conduct of this banditti of seandal-bearers and rumer- 
mongers. With them, for the last six years, every 
bank orator has been made a paragon of eloquence and 
was always sublime, wherever he touched on the 
beauties of a United States Bank, while, on 
the contrary, any who dared to speak here in fa- 
yor of the laborer, the farmer, or planter, or honest 
mechanic, was immediately represented as a mere 
country boor-—a rough, coarse, uncultivated clown— 
without sense, without learning, and above all, 
most without decency-—(they and their friends hav- 
ing allthat.) Yes, sir, thus their employment has 
been (and the honest people who toil should know 
it,) tohuntand run down any and every member 
here who has had the courage to stand up and 
speak in favor of the nights of the people, and 
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in defence of their interests. The whole ten- 
dency of this infamous system of espienage and 
calumny has been carried on for- the benefit of the 
idling ciasses, mostly to enable them to.live on the 
industry vf others. Ít is the idlers and lazy dissohites 
that feed upon the calumnies vomited forth here by 
these miserable scribblers. — ; 

To show .how perfectly reckless these hired 
writers are, and destitute of both respect and truth, 
a statement was made but a few weeks since, con- 
tained in the “ Boston Atlas,” a paper, by-the-by, 


somewhat distinguished for retailing such stuff, that- 


the members of this House had absolutely commit- 
ted a robbery upon your Sergeat-at-arms. Yes, sir, 
that your members ‘of Congress had purlvined from 
the office of the Sergeant-at-arms between $2,000 
and $2,500; the amount of which has since been 
found. to have been retained by the Metropolis 
Bank, and has been accounted for, about which not 
one word had yet been said by any single member 
of this body. No, sir, no proposition for commit- 
tees; no investigation proposed to purge the House 
of this foul deed, and its perpetrators. After all 
this, an attempt now to get up one upon such 
vague and indefinite charges, and upon such flimsy 
and. wretched authority, I confess, sir, to my mind, 
carries with it something more than meets the eye,and 
can but acknowledge my being totally at a loss to 
account for the zeal that has characterized gentlemen 
in the institution of this particular investigation. I 
again repeat it, according to my humble estima- 
tion, such investigations can result in nothing less 
than disaster, humiliation, degradation and dis- 
grace. [am opposed to all and every investigation 
about moral character, believing that that alone 
belongs to those*constituents who send us here, be- 
fore whom we all have to stand our trials before 
coming into this body. I have myself often been 
met by charges emanating from these political sca- 
vengers, whose only vocation is to cullect the foul 
and loathsome scandal and falsehoods upon which they 
feed and delight in, as beiag most congenial with 
their infamous and most disgraceful appetites. But, 
sir, though they may have sometimes succeeded in 
imposing upon a few weak and credulous people, I 
have never known that public opinion did other- 
wise than sooner or later to overtake them. 


The influence, if any they have, can only be in 
proportion to the intelligeace or want of it of the 
people upon whom they attempt to practice their im- 
postures. Such influence isever withered and blighted 
by the intelligence of a free people. Buta few months 
since, a similar charge of corruption was made by 
the same source agains! a distinguished Democratic 
member of this House. | allude to the honorable 
member from Maryland [Mr. MeKim of Balti- 
more,] than whom a more correct, high minded 
man, does not live, without the least shadow of 
truth, and which was acknowledged, as soon as ex- 
posed by that honorable member. Yet, sir, no 
proposition was made to investigate that foul and 
infamous slander, made by one of these same etter 
writers from Washington. No, sir, not one word 
was said about this base and extraordinary accusa- 
tion against one of your most respectable mem- 
bers of this House. Then, sir, why, why was there 
su much sensitiveness displayed on the present oc- 
casion. To me, the whole proceeding is most un- 
accountable and extraordinary; I do not believe 
that the House can be justified in consuming its time 
in the discussion and prosecutions of such investiga- 
tions. It is only giving to the scandal of these 
hireling wretches, an importance to which they 
would never otherwise alain. 

The charges and abnse of such, I have ever 
treated with that silence and contempt with 
whieh I would the abuse of a drunken, vul- 
gar blacsguard, were I to meet one in the 
streets, going from the Capitol to my lodgings; nor 
sir, dof deem the editors of those kennel presses, 
through whose means such scandal and calumny 
are propagated, and who co-operate and act in 


concert with them, a whit better than the agents i 


they employ to effect this vile and infamous purposes 
of blaekening the character of every one who has 
ton much independence, self-respect, and pure love 
of conntry, to kneel with them at the same altar, 
in worship of the foul author of their filthy 
idolatry. i 


But, sir, honorable: gentlemen have asked will 
You uot investigate charges that are made against 


: members of this House? Certainly, whenever those 


charges are properly made,and in a definite and 
tangible form, and founded upon a proper and re- 
sponsible source; but then, in my judgment, they 
should be entertained only on the most serious and 
weighty charges, such as would justify the expul- 
sion of a member from this House; and, let me say, 
it will, at all times, be a most dangerous precedent 
1o set here to institute inquiries into moral charac- 
ter. There is tco great a diversity of opinion asto 
the proper standard of morality in this large and 
extensive country of ours, embracing, as it dacs, 
communities ofalmost every latitude and longitude, 
from almost every section cf the inhabitable globe; 
Speaking different languages, with different reli- 
gion, and, of course, of differeut morals and man- 
ners; every attempt of the kind would necessarily 
meet with the greatest embarrassments. 

Let the precedent once be sanctioned by this 
House, and how long would it be before you would 
have innumerable petitions sent here, from the abo- 
litionists, perhaps, to exclude from a seat in this 


Hall every member who was an owner ofa slave, | 


avd who did not consider ita moral sin? Had they 
not already denounced slavery as being the black- 
est and most damning sin, and the ewners of slaves 
the vilest and most inhuman of all sinners? 

Sir, we should he exceedingly cautious how we 
touch this subject of morals; such investigations 
must, at all times, be attended with the most em- 
barrassing circumstances, and could be justified on- 
ly upon extraordinary occasions. 
tempt to investigate a bundredth part of the charges 
made by the kennel and ficentions presses of the 


country, against the members of either branch of | 
Congress, and those in the high offices of the Go- | 
vernment, we should have but little time lett in- | 


deed to attend to public business here. 

Sir, this Houseis not, nor should it be, the ordeal 
by which our morals are to be tested. Jt is the 
duty of our constituents, who send us here, to look 
to this subject. There are few that ever reach this 
place, who have not had their private and publie 
characters well sifted in their respective canvasses: 
and to the people alone should these things be lef. 

In concluding my remarks, I am aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that I owe an apology to the House for 
the strong language I have felt it my duty to use 
towards acertain set of individuals; but it is ex- 
tremely difficult to use language truly descriptive 
of such characters, without applying the coarsest 
and harshest epithets. It is necessary to present 
their odious practices in their appropriate colors, to 
the gaze of an insulted and indignant people, upon 
whom they have so long practised their foul and 
infamous impostures. Sir, I have already dwelt 
too long upon this subject. 1 beg pardon of the 
House for the time I have consumed on the occa- 
sion, and will trespass no Jonger upon their patience. 


Notr.—The above remarks of Mr. Bynem 
would not have been now republished as corrected, 
bat for the extraordinary conduet of the reporters 
for the National Imelligencer, who, after the garbled 
statement which they gave of them in their most 
unfair reports of that debat:, undertook to criticise 
them in the most ironical manner, thas uniting the 
character of crities with that of reporters. 


SUPPRESSION OF DUELLING. 
REMARKS OF MR. NILES, 


Or CONNECTICUT. 

In Senate, Thursday, March 29, 1838—On the bill 
for the prevention and punishment of dnelling in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. NILES said he had not intended to say any 
thing on this subject, had it not been for the extra- 
ordinary remarks of the honorable Senator from 
Delaware, {Mr. Crayron,] which he had heard 
with surprise, with pain, and. the deepest regret. 
Such remarks from any member of this body he 
could not have listened to without the most painful 
emotions; but coming from the quarter they did— 
from a respectable member of the Judiciary Cor- 
mittee, distinguished ag a jurist and for his know- 
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ledge of and: respect for the common laWw—siich 
remarks {rom sacha source, from a- member of ihe 
committee which is justly. regatded as the guardian 
of the laws, and which has reported’ this bill, -he 
had heard with the most. profound regret. re 

We are told that it is in vain to pass this bili ; 
that it will be useless, and worse than useléss; that 
it will not restrain the barbarous practice which. it 
is intended to suppress, whilst ‘it’ may encourage 
assassinations and other acis of violence. This 
law, if passed, it is said, cannot be enlorced; and 
why not, sir? The reason assigned was one “he 
was sorry to hea, and which he did not believe to 
he well founded. We are told thaiit wil not be 
sustained by public sentiment; that no jury can be 
found which would conviet any person uncer it; 
that gentlemen will settle their difficulties in their 
own way, and according to their own notions of 
honor. Sir, said Mr, N. I am not prepared to be- 
lieve this. I cannot entertain so low an estimate 
of the standard of moral feeling and principle of 
the people of the District. He had but-little ac- 
quaintance with the inhabitants of the District; 
but, so far as his knowledge extended, he had seen 
nothing to justify such an opinion. Are we to look 
for the evidence of it in the wounded sensibilities 
and the high tone ef moral feeling manifested on a 
receut melancholy occurrence? So far as he could 
judge, that painful event had produced as severe a 
shock to the moral sense of the people here as it 
had throughout the whole country. Whilst he'con- 
curred with the Senator from Delaware, that the 
severity of the punishment might increase the dif- 
culty of enforcing the law, still he could not believe 
that this law, should it be passed, could not be exe- 
ented. But had he any sach apprehensions, it 
could make no difference with him. He was not 
legislating for the District, but for the country. He 
had a higher object ia view than the protection of 
the inhabitants of the District. We do. littl for 
them in the way of legislation in any respect: it 
night almost be said that they were a community 
without Jaws. The fightin which he viewed this 
subject gave to it intinitely more importance than 
could belong to it from any considerations of secu- 
rity to the people of the District. 

The great object, and one which he regarded as 
of vital importance, perhaps, to the very existence 
of the Guvernmeni, was to secure the independence 
of Congress, without which it could not long pre- 
serve the confidence of the nation. This confidence 
had already received a severe shock ; and if such 
outrages were suffered to be repeated, it was im- 
possible to say what might be the consequences. 
Sir, is it supposed that the people from those por- 
tions of the Union, where duelling is regarded as 
a crime, and as a crime only—where it is abhor- 
rent to every moral and social feeling—will send 
tepresentatives here, to be shot down for words 
spoken in debate ? 

{Here Mr. Gunny remarked that he hoped the’ 
debate would be confined strictly to the bill, and 
that the melancholy event which had occurred 
wonld not be drawn into the diseussion.] 


Nar. Nices said he bad. no intention of alluding 
to that bloody tragedy; our feelings have been 
sufficiently shocked, and he had do wish to connect 
it with the present discussion, although we all 
know it gave rise to the bill before us; his only 
object was to present and illustrate that view of 
the subject, which he deemed most important, and 
that was the effect of this barbarous practice upon 
the freedom and independence of this body. Sir, 
whatever sentiments may prevail elsewhere, the 
peaceful portion of the country whence he came, 
would not justify their Representatives in acts of 
violence and bloed; and if Congress isto be dis- 
honored hy scenes of viclence and outrage; it 
members, in the discharge of their duty, for words 
spoken in debate, and within its ordinary latitude, 
which may give offence to some worthless bully, 
are to be beset and pursued by raffians, or exposed. 
to be forced into single combat, if not with the 
person claiming to be injured, with some member 
of the body who may step in and take up his 
quarrel, in violation of their own sense. of right 
and duty, and against the known moral and reli- 
gious principles.and feelings of their constituents, 
the independence of Congress will be gone, and -itg 
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usefulness.at an end. Sir, isit supposed that the 
people can. have confidence. in Congress, when 
even a suspicion becomes fixed- in the public mind, 
that menaces and exposare to violence may destroy 
the entire freedom of our action, or:of a single 
member? If members are exposed to personal 
violence in any form for words ‘spoken in debate, 
where is the value of that great principle in your 
Constitution, which was intended to secure the 
entire and absolute freedom of discussion, by throw- 
ing around Congress the most perfect inviolability? 
So vitally important was this principle’ deemed, 
that it was not subjected: to any limitation or re- 
striction whatever, except the sense of propriety 
and decorum which, it was supposed, would belong 
to every one worthy of a seat in this body, Are 
members to be protected from suits for words 
spoken in debate, and yet exposed to personal 
violence, or to be forced into personal combats, 
in violation of. their sense of right and the moral 
feelings of their constituents ? 
dom of debate‘is this? It isa mere mockery. If 
this barbarous practice prevails, and these outrages 
are not suppressed, all confidence in the indepen- 
dence of Congress is gone. ` 

Mr. N. said he seldom indulged himself in speak- 
ing of dangers to the Union, or in predictions of 
its disruption. But he could not forbear to say, 
that whatever other elements may exist hostile to 
the Union—Abolitionism, high tariffs, or any 
other disturbing cause—he believed there could be 
none more dangerous ‘than the sanction or ac- 
quiescence, on the part of Congress, in acts of vio- 
lence and outrage growing out of its proceedings, 
which inflict a fatal blow at its independence and 
inviolability of character, and which necessarily 
tend to impair the confidence of the people in our 
entire freedom of action, When such an opinion 
becomes generally established, the very existence of 
Congress would be in danger, as the people from 
the section of the country whence he came, who 
cannot countenance such practices, would cease to 
send representatives here. This body is the key- 
stone of the arch, the knot which- unites and binds 
together as one the different cords of which the 
Republic is composed; and if it is cut asunder, or 
loosened, so as to destroy its efficacy, the fabric 
must fall into its original elements.” 

Mr. N. said he would not go into the general 
question of duelling, nor examine its influence on 
society, as he desired to confine his remarks to 
what he regarded as the object of the bill. It had 
been said that this practice had contributed to civi- 
lization and refinement, and to prevent assassing- 
tions and violence. He regarded such claims as 
not only extravagant, but as preposterous. They 
were in character with the.claims set up in relation 
to another subject, although he feared that, by the 
comparison, he should depart from the solemnity 
which belongs to the subject now under debate. 
He alluded to the extravagant pretensions which 
assign to eredit the agency and merit of all the 
great results of industry. Our canals, railroads, 
cities, have all sprung from the potent agency of 
credit! He regarded both pretensions as equagly 
incorrect and absurd. These results have been 
accomplished by industry, in spite of an abuse of 
credit, and civilization has advanced, and is going 
on advancing, notwithstanding the existence of a 
practice which has Jagged behind as the relic of an 
earlier and more barbarous age. ; 

We have been referred to other countries, and 
are told that this practice prevails in England, and 
that there the energy of the law has been found 
insufficient to suppress it. Mr. N. believed that it 
had greatly declined in that country, and that duels 
now seldom occurred; but whether so or not, the 
example proved nothing, for among the same class 
(those. in high life) with whom this practice pre- 
yails there, other fashionable vices exist-——of which 
we have little knowledge here, with our plain re- 

ablican manners—such as elopements, adulteries, 

and other scandalous conduct, which belong to a 
state of manners. 7 

Ba nee Mr. N. I will not go into the question 

of the effect of this practice on society. I believe 

it to be criminal, and its influence pernicious. 

Other gentlemen may think differently. They may 
discover, or think they discover, some good mixe 


What sort of free- 
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with theevil. They may believe that in this case, 
as in many others, both sweet and bitter waters 
flow from the same fountain. But this is not the 
question. now to be decided. Me looked to the 
Special object of this bill, which was, as he re- 
garded it, to suppress and pat an end to this prác- 
tice in Congress. Whatever may be thought of it 
in the abstract, or of its influence of society in 
géneral, all, he thought, would agree that it cannot 
prevail here, without the most alarming conse- 
quences. - This, sir, is an evil of great magnitude; 
and á recent melancholy occurrence has roused the 


attention of the ‘whole country to it; the moral | 


sense of the people has been shocked, and their 
sensibilities wounded, and they can no longer bẹ 
silent. They have spoken through the press, and 


public meetings, and will continue to speak, until 


Congress listen to their complaints, and fearlessly 
-and honestly endeavor to put down this evil.. ‘This 
subject has been: brought before us by- the people, 
who have petitioned, and will continue to petition, 
until something is done.. J 
There is a solemn duty resting upon Congress— 
a duty imposed by no ordinary considerations of 
interest or temporary excitement of feeling, but 
arising from.a deep and solemn conviction that 
something is wrong here—that.a practice prevails 
which is destructive to. the freedom. of debate, the 
independence of Congress, and which is in conflict 
with- the moral feelings of the whole community. 


If this practice must prevail elsewhere, let us all- 


unite and put an end to it within these walls, and 
within this District. Let this be a hallowed spot, 
sacred to liberty dnd peace, where violence cannot 
intrude; where the friends of the Union, and the 
organs of its powers, can meet on common and 
equal ground, and act in that spirit which be- 
longs to our institutions, pre-eminently pacific, 
and which is in harmony with the moral and reli- 
gious sentiments of our people. H+ hoped that we 
should not only pass this bill, but that we should 
do it by a unanimous vote in both Houses of Con- 
gress. This would be doing much more than the 
enactment of a law; it would be adding the moral 
weight and influence of the members of the Na- 
tional Legislature; it would be pledging themselves 
to the country, and to the world, that they will re- 
frain from violence and. bloodshed in any form, 
and use all their influence to discountenance such 
practices here. ` : 
Mr. N; said he regretted that some gentlemen 
had constitutional doubts and difficulties in regard 
to the third section of the bill.. He hadhimself at 
first entertained some doubts; but the full and lucid 
explanation and illustration by the chairman of the 
committee, [Mr. Grunpy,] and the Senator from 
Delawara, [Mr. CLayton,] had entirely removed 
them;. and he did not now perceive the least dif- 
culty in regard to that section. It does not, as 
seems to be supposed, punish in the District a 
crime committed out of the District; .it only creatés 
a crime here, and punishes it here. But the crime 
created, and which is to be punished, is not the 
fighting of a duel, or the sending a challenge, but 
it is a preliminary act leading to such crime; this 
-act is, departing from the District with the inten- 
tion to send or accept a challenge. Is it not with- 
in the competency of Congress to prohibit any pre- 
liminary act which may lead to a crime, and done 
with the’ intention to commit such crime? All! 
persons within the District, not only residents, but 
such as are temporarily here, are subject to our 
jurisdiction, and we can make them amenable to 
our laws for any act done in the District, and can 
make any act criminal by merely- prohibiting it. 
Itisa well known distinction, that crimes are of 
two classes—those which are morally wrong, and 
those which are wrong only becanse they are pro- 
hibited. To fighta duel is morally wrong; to leave 
the District with the intention to fighta duel, if not 
morally wrong, may be made a crime by statute, 
by prohibiting the act. 


fighting in single combat, and in order to do that, 
we make criminal a preliminary act, which will 
lead to such crime. Noris there any conflict of 
jurisdiction; the fighting a duel, in that State, is a 
violation of the laws of Marviand, and: punishable 
there; and if the parties go from this District for 


such intent, would be a cri 
‘ble in the District. 


. punish the giving or accepting a challenge’ within’ 
.the District, to fight'a duel “without the District? . 


And where is the objection - 
to doing it? Our object is to prevent the crime of. 
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the purpose, the act of Jeaving the District with 
‘herey-and punisha- 


The objection to the third section is equally.ap- 


-plicable to the firstand second; if we cannot pun- 
-ish the act of leaving the District w 


; DE fO 
commit a crime without the District, how can. we 


In principle the cases are the same, and he did not 
think there was any objection to either. Fle- be- 
seeched gentlemen, therefore, who had expressed 


`. doubts on this point, to. review the question; he 


could not bùt'hope that on a candid examination - 
of the subject they will be satisfied that the. objec- 
tion has no solid foundation; he was the more 
anxious for this as he was in hopes that we might 
pass this bill by-a unanimous vote of the, Senate, 
which would impart to it something more than the 
authority of an ordinary law; which would give it 
the moral weight and influence belonging to the 
deliberate and unanimous act of this body, which 
ought to be respected, and he was sure would be 
respected, by a reflecting and moral people. - . 
As. to the Suggestion of the Senator. from Delay 
ware, that the severity of the punishment would . 
increase the difficulties: of enforcing the law, he 
did not dissent from the principle, and was by no 
means sure but it might be well to consider whether, 
in this view of this matter, the punishment pro- 
vided is not too severe. . But he did’ object to the 
argument of the Senator, in support of his proposi- 
tion, as that went not so. much to show that the 
punishment was inexpedient, as that it was unjust. 
His remarks tended to mitigate and. diminish. the 
enormity of the crime, to palliate it, to gloss it over, 
and to take from it allits guilt and moral turpi- 
tude. It was these remarks, and not the proposi- 
tion to reduce the punishment, which had occasion- 
ed surprise, excited some emotion, and led him to 
express himself with a degree of warmth which 
otherwise might have been deemed uncalled for, 
or unsuited to so solemn a subject. It was a sub- 
ject, however, upon which he felt deeply, intense- 
ly; and, whilst he would endeavor not to be carried 


' away by his feelings so as to sanction any unwise 


or impracticable legislation, which might defeat the 
object in view, still he did not: desire to repress his 
feelings upon this snbdject..- i 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. . 


SPEECH OF MR. WALL, 
Or New Jersey, - 

In Senate, March 23, 1838—Upen the bill “ to im. 
pese additional duties, as depositaries,- upon 
certain public officers, to appoint Receivers Ge- 
neral of public money, and to regulate the safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
moneys of the United States.” a 


Mr. WALL rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows : ` 


The bill which now demands our action, Mr. 
President, proposes to. provide by law for the safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the revenues 
and public monéys of the United States. This is a 
duty imposed upon us by the Constitution, and we 
cannot: discharge ourselves from its performance, 
without being guilty of a neglect eminently cen- 
surable, if not criminal. It is’a duty that all admit 
rests upon us; and the Legislature of New Jersey, 
in the resolutions which my honorable colleague 
has read to the Senate, and made part of his 
speech, and to whieh he professes fidelity, declare, 
“that it is the constitutional right and duty of 
Congress to provide for the safe-keeping and dis- 
position of the public treasure.’ My colleague 
has satisfied himself, by what process of reasoning 
itis not my purpose to inquire, that that treasure 
is now in the hands of the Executive. If so,-sir, 
it makes that duty more imperative, and ought to 
stimulate and accelerate oar action. I think my 
colleague wrong in his view, on this subject. Still, 
however, I concur with him and the resolutions of 
the New Jersey Legislature, both as to the right 
and duty of Congress; and mean to perform taj 
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constitdtional duty faithfully, to the best of my 
abilities and understanding. P : 

How, then, shall we`perform thar duty under 
the Constitution, in the best manner. for the coun- 
try? In other words, how shall we. best provide 
for the safe-keeping of the public treasure? There 


are but two modes proposed, or which can be pro- 


posed ; one is, to commit the custody of the public 
treasure to the. constitational officers of the people, 
designated, regulated, controlled, and. punishable 
by law of Congress, and bound by all the solemni- 
ties and obligations, and restrained. by ‘all the 
punishments which the laws and the Constitution 
can impose to keep it solely for the public use. 

The other is to withdraw it wholly from the cus- 
tody of the constitutional organs and agents of the 
people, and to commit it to a bank, created by Con- 
gress, or to a league or oligarchy of banks, created 
by State sovereignties, quo ad hoo; Foreign to the Uni- 
ied States, and, beyond their control, to be used, un- 
til wanted for the public use, forthe benefit, profil, and 
advantage of the privileged corporations selected. 

You will perceive, sir, that I- have classed the 
distinct propositions which respect the committing 
Me public treasnre to a Bank of the. United States, 

‘and the State banks as one and identical. It is so 
in principle. Both reject the officers chosen by 
the people, under the Constitution, as not trasi- 
worthy and safe depositees; both require the repu- 
diation of the principle of keeping the public money 
solely for the public use. Both assume that corpo- 
rations are better qualified to choose the officers to 
keep the public money than the people; and that 
the corporations, for thus performing a duty, with 
which the people are not fitto be trusted, should 
be rewarded by a privileges denied to all other per- 
sons, bodies, corporate or politic, of using the pub- 
Kc treasure for their own profit. 

Shall we, then, commit the public revenues, 
which have been called the life-blood of the people; 
shall we commit the public treasure, which Mr. 
Madison, on one occasion, denominated “ the soul 
and body of the body politic,” to the officers of the 
people, their constitutional agents and organs? or 
shall we give the soul and body, and the life-blood 
of the people, to corporations without soul or body, 
and the generous impulses which spring from the 
current of the life-blood? 

Mr. President, in my judgment, this is reviving, 
in another frm, the long agitated question whether 
the people are capable of self-government. Those 
who contend for the agency of banks instead of the 
people in choosing the guardians of the public trea- 
sure, in eflect deny that the greatest. experiment, in 
the pursuit of human happiness,ever made by nations 
~—the experiment (L beg pardon of the gentlemen 
upon whose ears this word grates so unpleasantly, 
for repeating it) of the capacity of the people for 
self-government—has succeeded; nay, it is proclaim- 
ing that it has failed. It carries us back to the pc- 
sition of our ancestors, ai the time of the glorious 
Declaration of American Independence. What was 
that position? Our ancestors had brought with 
them, from their mother country, that part of the 
common law called the Folk Law, but none of the 
essential portion of political power, or the preroga- 
tives of sovereignty. All that portion which related 
to the independent right of self-government, the 
right to the purse and the sword, was lett, or 
claimed to be left, beyond the Atlantic, in the keep- 
ing of the King and the Lords and Commons of 
England. The Revolution sprung from the claim 
of Parliament to the purse of the American people. 
Our ancestors periled life, liberty, and honor in re- 
sistance toa twopénny duty upon stamps, and a 
tHrepenny tax upon tea. Who does not recollect 
the argument of the Tories of that day, to prov 
that the people were not capable of seli-govern- 
ment, and that it was the best policy, and greatly 
for their true interests, to leave their purse in the 
keeping of the English Parliament, and their sword 
in the custody of the King? Our ancestors tri- 
umphed. All political power became their own. 
They took it in their own hands, and by a written 
Constitution prescribed the orbits, and defined the 
limit, 
bution, exercise, and action. ee 

Let usnot confound names, cr confuse ideas. 
Our ancestors understoad by the word sword, that 


Making public offic 


8, of that power, and regulated its future distri- - 


and. issuing letters of 


When the 
people, speaking through their legislative power, 
raise revenues, public treasure, they prescribe the 
mode of keeping and disbursing it, and then the 
Constitution steps in, and fixes the agents by whom 
it is te be done. But how? For private use? No, 
sir, no; for public use, by officers of the people, 
and according to the} will of the people. Let us 
hear no more about the President's usurpation, of 
his grasping both the purse and the sword, because 
he appoints and removes officers of the army, and 
of the revenue, and the Treasury. Congress can 
neither confer vor take away that power; it js 
given by the Constitution, You can create ofti- 
cers, but you canuot appoint officers, without usur- 
pation. I wil not torrow the language of my 
honorable colleague, and say “that it is gross. igno- 
rance or deception” to assert that the President can 
usurp the purse and the sword by appointing or re- 
moving officers to command the armies, or collect 
and keep the revenues and public treasure; bot I 
will say, that sucha pretence has no foundation in 
the Constitution o: the Jaws of our country, and jt 
can do no harm but to him who has the hardihood 
to assert it. It is revolutionary and unconstita- 
tional. 

Mr. President, our ancestors, by the Revolution, 
acquired the whole political power, all the preroz- 
atives of sovereignty. We are now asked to sur- 
render to corporations, to banks, a part of that 
sovereignty, and the most essential part—the very 
life-blood of sovereignty, the soul and body of the 
people, the purse and public treasury. I am 
amazed and astonished at the magnitude of the 
demand. What, sir, give the custody and use of 
the soul and body} and life blood of the public ta 
corporations, who, in the quaint language of Lord 
Coke, have “neither souls to be damned, nor necks 
to be hung;” a defect the more to be lamented, as it 
protects them from punishment, but does not save 
them from sin. 

Bat, sir, if you commit the custo ly of the public 
money to coi porauions or banks, how are they to 
keep it? Why, they must, after all, do it as the 
people dit, by agents or organs—by officers cho- 
sen by thenselves-—by men. ‘This brings us to the 
true difference between the policy sustained and 
carried ont by this bill, and the policy of its allied 
opponents; and it is simply this. We say that the 
people ought to choose those men; they say no, 
give the choice to the banks, Why should not 
the people choose? If they are to be excluded, it 
must be because the great experiment of self- 
government in their hands has failed, as relates to 
the purse; in other words, the people. are not fit to 
govern themselves—to take care of their moncy. 
They are their own worst enemies, and that banks 
are the best conservators of their money. To car- 
ry on the great experiment of self-government, the 
people must dispense with their own agents, and 
substitute in their place the agents of banks, and 
give the banks the use and profits of the public 
treasure. Do the banks choose men who are more 
honest, faithful, and capable, than the people? 
Does a bank stamp upon men operate as it does 
upon paper, and change their qualities, value, 
worth, and character? Alas, sir, the history of 
banks and corporations. is the blackest page in the 


‘history of fraud and violated trust. 
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Mr. President; Lorepeat.thatthere: are sbat two, 
sides to-this question... Phere: are but two policies 
thought of... Shall-tve select the .officers.of the peo . 
ple, chosen and: appointed.under the. Gonstitution, 
and regulated by uur laws, to. keep the public Trea- 
sury, Or: shall we delegate that selection to corpora~ 
tions or banks? o os a ao pha? RES A Ba 

: Now, sir, it may wel} be doubted. whether. we, 
have any such. constitutional power -so to: transfer 
and delegate our. own :legislalive-trust: Whether, : 
if we have, we can.so far change. the Constitution, 
which gives to the President “the appointment.of 
all ollicers of the United States established by law,” 
and not oherwise provided for.in that-instrument. 
Does not an. officer of a. bank, selected to keep the 
public purse, become ipso fucto an officer of the 
United States? The Constituuon of the United 
States intended to create an independent Govern- 
ment—-self-acling,. self-moving, self-poised, self- 
sustained—io derive its vital power from the breath 
of the people of the States: composing the Union. 
Its proportion, its stature, its features, its functions, 
all, all are delineated by the mighty hand of the peo- 
ple. One of the fundamental principles of that 
Constitution is, that all the functions of the Govern- 
ment, thus established, shall be performed by men 
of souls and bodies, nerve and sinew, responsible 
and amenable to impeachment, to punishment; 
natural bodies, not artificial bodies--sonless. and 
irresponsible and unpanishable, but all deriving 
their authority from the people, and responsible to 
the people. Are corporations so? Who .can open, 
their books or doors without. their leave, even if 
stipalated for by law or contract? f : 

Could we delegate the trust of selecting our fiscal 
agents, to the Queen of Great Britain, or to the King 
of France? Could we give the use of our moneys 
and the appointment of our fiscal officers to the 
Bank of England or of France? And if not, why 
noi? "Phese inquiries are Mull of weighty and im- 
portant considerations; but Ishall not pursue them 
further al present. 

The pohey proposed by this bil, and which the 
gentlemen on the other side call the policy of the 
Government, is, when analysed, simply to separate 
the treasures of the people {rom the funds of the 
credit system, or banks; to withdraw the public re~ 
venues trom the use of a privileged class of men, 
who already have che right to draw treble interest 
upon their money; to prevent its being banked upon, 
and mixed up with the flactaations of trade; 40 re- 
strain the banks from loaning it for their, own use 
to the peuple to whom it belongs, and charging 
them us the banks charge them for theirown funds, 
treble interest; lo interdict the banks from making 
usury of the public treasure, and putting that usury 
in their own pockets; it is to bring back the Go- 
vernment to ils ancient simplicity, to its constitu- 
tional action; to return to the principles of the first 
‘Treasury law framed by the makers of the Consti- 
tution, the law of 1789. : 

This law collected, kept, and disbursed the pub- 
lic money, by the agency of the oflicers of the Go- 
verpment of the United States, not of banks, and 
such was the practice for nearly the first. thirty ` 
years of the Government. Does this do wrong to 
any onc? Js it not in conformity ‘to the principles 
otour iistitttions, of equal rights and equal ’privi- 
leges, and that the blessings of Government be dif- 
fused, like the gentle dewsof Heaven, upon all? 

if we must took for agents chosen by corpora- 
tions, what right has the corporations of banks over 
the corporations for railroads, canals, turnpikes, me- 
chanics, manufacturers, farming, or other, useful 
parposes. Nay, what right has the president and 
dircctars of a bank, in their corporate character, 
over the individuals who fill those -offices? Who 
wouid not as soon trust Nicholas Biddle, Preserved 
Fish, Isaac FOI, and their réspectatile direc- 
and the oiher respectable presidents and direc- 
tors of State banks, in their individual character, as 
in their corporate character? Yet what would be 
thought uf the man who should seriously proposs , 
that the, public funds should be conmmitted to the 
“charge of such men as they should select, and that, 
they should have the use and interest of it for the | 

trouble of keeping it? | i R E site 
. .Now,, whal is the antagonist principle of the. 
allied opponents of this policy? The antagonist 
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policy, disguise it as you will, is, in fact, to sepa- 
rate the money of the people from the people and 
from their Government; t9 put it beyond the con- 
‘trol of the people and their Government, under the 
control of banks and bank agents, Jor bank uses. How, 
sir, is this attempted to be done? er 

They attempt to separate the people from the 
Government, to sow dissensions, create animiosities, 
and to alienate the people from the officers whom 
they have chosen. -Does not he who causclessly 
allempts to make the people believe that their inte- 
rest is distinct from their Government, and thus to 
create two Separate powers, aim. to overthrow and 
subvert the Constitution? Sir, the Government 
under our Constitution is from the people, of the 
people, and for the people, one and ‘indivisible, 
forever inseparable, Cut the ligament which 
binds therm together, and the people will not have 
left even the poor privilege of dividing a part of the 
-prerogatives of sovereignty with bank corporations. 
They declaim against office-holders, and attempt 
‘to render them odious and’ suspected by the peo- 
ple. Why? i 
rupts?: Oh no. Let the banks confer office, and 
honor, integrity and‘ talent go with the patent; or 
let their own party confer office, and the recipient 
at once becomes superhuman, godlike. Is it not 
strange that those who’are continually denouncing 
office holders as corrupt and . corrupting ;- who 
talk of scourging them back “to their dens, 
and caverns, and prisons, will be found like the 
moth fluttering around the attractive. flame, which 
is sure to consume their virtue, honesty, and patrio- 
tism? Nay, they are even willing to owe their 
greatness to their country’sruin. Their hopes rise 
cas the barometer of their country’s prosperity sinks. 
Their mirth and rejoicings seek the scenes of the 
greatest distress for their exhibition, and theirfeasis 
of triumph are spread upon the tombs of trade, 
credit, and commerce, and midst ihe ruins of the 
prosperity of their country.: Like the revels. of 
‘the guardians of the sick, in the- cities doomed te 
‘the ravages of plague ‘and pestilence, their orgies 
become more loud and ‘revolting, as the’ scenes 
of human misery deepenin horror and suffering: 
If we believe that the scenes of distress which they 
depict, are drawn from nature, what buat consola- 
tions of the near approach of office would shed 
joy, and mirth, and gice, upon feasts spread amidst 
the ruins of iheir country, 

Mr. President, we have the scenes of the panie 
session acted over again on this oceasion. “Eternal 
war is declared against this odious policy of the 
Government, Executive encroachments, tyrant, 
General Jackson, the removal of tke deposites, 
the war of the Executive upon commerce and the 
credit system, are again the fruitful subjects of 
eloquent declamation. All public misery and dis- 
tress is again traced up to the war upon the credit 
system, and the removal of the deposites.. Sir, 
have we lost our memories?’ .Do we not recollect 
how positive the same gentlemen, who now renew 
daily their. griefs from. the same fountain, were, 
that the only panacea for the restoration of prospe- 
rity was the restoration uf the deposiies? ` The de- 
posites were not restored, but-the recuperative 
energies of the people restored prosperity. IJtis 
hazardous-to try the same experiment of delasion 
twice before an intelligent people.. Do the banks 
eontract and expand, and then suspend, and thus 
fill the land with misery? it is all charged to the 
removal of the deposites, and the withholding the 
public money from the private use of the banks. 
This continual clamor reminds me of the tory who 
was found in office at the commencement. of the 
Revolution, and his adherence to his principles, lost 
him bo:h office and property... After the Revolu- 
tion, having received the remuneration which was so 
royally bestowed upon the loyalists, he-reiurned to 
this country, but to the: day. of his death, when 
business. was dull, trade prostrate, crops. short, or 
any disaster occurret in- the political or natural 
world, -he never failed to exclaim “ that it was all 
owing to General Washington and the-American 
Revolution’? Prejudice is always the same; short 
sighted, vindictive, unjust. 

The old story, that “he who trades-on borrowed 
capital ought to break,” has been taken [rom the 
counter, where it had been nailed as the counterfeit 


Is it that’ office necessarily cor- ` 


presentment of trath by the honorable Senator from . 


Massachusetts, {Mr. Wrxsrerj and my colleague, 
and new stamped, and once more put in circulation 
as genuine. Sir, I do not believe. that even ‘their 
mint, however exceilent it may be, can restore cre- 
dit to such currency: the metal is tco base to re- 
ceive new value from its impress. 


The late and present Administrations have been ` 


accused of warring upon trade, upon commerce, 


upon banks, and upon the credit system. Why, : 
Mr. President, you cannot open a statute book nor : 


a treaty, nor can you walk abroad, in the city orin 
the country, but you find a refutation of these un- 
founded charges. Lock to the millions restored by 
treaty to the’ merchants, the laws for the relief of 
merchants, of banks, and let them answer. This 
and the former Administration have been eminently 
the friends of commerce and the credit system, and 
have been rewarded, as benefactors are too often 
rewarded, by persecution and slander. 

But, Mr. President, it is amusing, aS a novelty, 
to find that gentlemen in the Opposition are now 
the advocates of the pet bank system. Have they 
so soon forgotten the eloquence which they dis- 
played in abusing that odious system, and their 
prophecies that it would fail? It has failed; and 
now, when prophecy has become fact, they become 
its strenous supporters, and ask us to help them in 
Sustaming’a measure that hasbeen tried, and failed. 
Sir, there 1s no disputing about tasté; some prefer 
tainted viands, and I have heard of a whole nation 
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whose taste requires the action of corruption to f 


make food palatable. f 

However, in justice to the pet banks, feel bound 
to say, that, in my opinion, their ruin was com- 
menced by the recharter of the Bank of- the United 
States by the Legislature of Pennsylvania; hasten- 
ed by the deposite Jaw, which originated with their 
present friends; and sealed by the Bank of Eng- 
land—by the one week’s panic which cansed the 
prostration of American houses, and the overthrow 
of American eredit, to which my colleague has al- 
luded:’ “Sir, the first throb of the pulse of the great 
credit system, which ended in the revulsion, first 
beat in the-veins of the Bank of England. There, 
sir, you must always feel and look forit. “But it 
would ‘not have been fatal here, ifthe State banks 
had not been guilty-of the amiable error, ‘to which 
my colleague alludes in such gentle terms, ‘of try- 
ing to make too much money for those who were 
entitled to it”? In other words, they over-banked, 
and over-traded, and, like their unfortunate debtors, 
whose errors they begat, when called on, they could 
not pay. Fortunately for them, they are privileged 
debtors. . 

Whatever disputes may exist about the primary 
cause of distress, every man sees and feels that it 
is caused immediately by the contractions and ex- 
pansions of the banks, and the suspension of specie 
payments by banks. This is palpable. He is 
no friend of the banks who advisesthem to become 
politicians, and to enter the arena of politics. Tam 
ro enemy tothe banks; but I warn them that if they 
beceme politicians, they must share the fate of pæ- 
liticians. To be useful, to be faithful to theirtrusts, 
they must confine themselves to their proper 
sphere, and avoid both politics and usury. J warn 
them that the law makes a distinction between 
vested rights and vested wrongs. 

Mr. President, it would be wel! for the State 
banks totake warning by the fate of the late Bankr 
of the United States. It was assumed by its friends, 
and it is asserted daily here, that General Jackson 
made war upon it, and that its virtue and incor- 
ruptibility was the only cause of that war. I will 
not enter into the history. of that war, but TI will 
say that it is cleat that this charge, which impti- 
cat+s-both General Jackson and the then Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, Samuel D. Ingham, was never 
advanced until three years after the attempt was 
alleged to have been made upon the virtue of that 
institution; that such a charge is repelled, both by 
its staleness and the character of the Secretary; to 
say nothing of the character of Gen. Jackson; and 
I feel that itis due to the character of Samuel D. 
Ingham to say; that althoughT have differed with 
him on some sub‘ects, yet, that his administration 
uf the Treasury Department, able, upright, faith- 
ful, and independent, ought to have protected him 
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in the mysteries of faturity; but it is easy to see, 
that if the pomegranate should, after all the extra- 
ordinary motions that the worm made it perfurm, 
burst, that the worm will be found rolling on the 
banks of a canal, whose waters it will seek as its 
Jast refuge. ` l ‘ 

I concur, Mr. President, with those who believe 
that the interest both of the trading community and 
the banks will be best promoted by acting upon the 
principle of hands off; let alone. What have the 
merchants gained by becoming the’ allies of the 
Bank of the United States? “What has their heroic 
devotion gained for them? The honor of ‘being 
crushed under the wheels of the car of the Jugger- 
naut of wealth, or being consumed upon the pyre 
which their own idolatry has raised. _ 

Mr. President, one of the instincts of wealth is to 
gain political power. Its spirit is aristocratic, cli- 
garchic, and monarchic, always warring for privi- 
leges, and against equal rights. In the days of feu- 
dality, wealth consisted in lands, and that gave 
rank and power. ‘That system Was simply a sys- 
tem of concentric circles, rising trom the serf to the 
monarch in its different gradations, each under the 
influence of the next, and all moving round a com- 
mon centre—the king, as the paramount lord. But 
the people oz serfs had no rights. That system 
was gradually worn away by wealth assuming a 
different form—that of gold and silver; but it was 
not finally destroyed ‘until ‘gold and silver invoked 
the aid of the magic credit or paper system. In 
1693, the foundation of the much boasted credit 
system was laid, by the establishment of the Bank 
of England; and in 1720 it was expanded by the 
South Sea project and additional capital. History 
tells us that both were opposed by the patriots of 
that day. Although the paper system crawled inte 
existence in the humble guise of demanding eight 
per cent. interest on one million and a ba!f, for half 
a million of gold and silver actually putia bank, 
yet-all the beauties and benefits of the system were 
mainiained there very much as they have been main- 
tained here. Those who opposed the establishment 
of the paper system then, contended that it was cal- 
culated to enrich the few, ‘and impoverish the 
many; that it would become a monopuly, and en- 
ross the whole money of the kingdom; that it must 
infallibly ally itself to political power, and be em- 
ployed to the worst purposes of such power; that 
instead of assisting, it would weaken, commerce 
and trade, by tempting people to withdraw their 
money from trade, dnd employ it in stock-jobbing; 
that it would countenance the fraudulent and per- 
nicious practice of stock-jobbing, which diverted 
the genius of the people from trade and industry; 
that it would allure people te part with the fruits of 
their property, by the vast prospects of gain it de- 
ceptively held ont; that-it would enabie foreigners, 
by investing in their stocks, to withdraw from Eng- 
lang their gold and silver; that it would produce a 
swarm of brokers and jobbers, to prey upon ‘their 
fellow-citizens, encourage fraud and gaming, and 
furthercorrupt the merals cf the nation; and, finally, 
that its large capital would -endanger the liberies 
of the nation, fer, by theiminterest, they would be 
enabled to influence mest, if not ‘all; the electians of 
members, and, coficequently, overrule the resojn- 
ions of the House of Commons’ Those patriots 
aiso contended that, in all such public bargains, it 
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ought to be made advantageous to the State, rather 
than to private persons. s 

“What was then prediction, is now. history. The 
grèat credit or paper system has changed the form 
of wealth, and has corrupted it. Wealth, under 
the feudal system, had its chivalry and its patriot- 
ism. Jt owned the soil which sustained it, and 
thus it was bound to its country, and its prosperity. 
The gallant barons, who paraded in armor at Run- 
nymede against their King, were fighting for privi- 
lege; but in the conflict they accidentally struck, 
with their mailed hands, the rock of liberty in the 
desert of oppression; from which has flowed the 
purest fountains of the common law, whose waters 
nourish and sustain the liberties of man throughout 
the world. . 

The wealth of the credit or paper system has no 
chivalry, uo patriotism, no country. It is a vaga- 
bond. ‘Without any of the redeeming qualities of 
feadal wealth, it retains its worst instinct, Itseeks 
political power with an appetite that never tires, 
and knows no bounds. The much boasted credit, 
or paper, or bank system, (for they are only diffe- 
rent names for the same thing,) is only a modifica- 
tion of the feudal system, the system of privileges. 
The different banks which dot the maps of every 
State, are a system of concentric circles, each un- 
der the next in amount of capital, and moving 
around the common centre, the paramount lord, 
the money king, the feudal sovereign of banks. 
Where is that king to be found? In the Penn- 
sylvania United. States Bank in Chestnut street. 
Where must you seek its paramount lord? It is the 
Bank of England. 

Mr. President, the fact cannot be disguised. Re- 
cent events have revealed it, and it has been ac- 
knowledged on this floor. The trade, the business, 
the prosperity of the United States, are no longer 
under the control of the constitutional agents of 
the people—the National Government. This cre- 
dit system, as it now exists, has thrown us back to 
a more abject state of colonial vassalage than our 
ancestors endured sixty years ago. But they had 
a king, in all the pomp and circumstance of royal- 
ty, in name the Father of his People. I fear, sir, 
that we are to seek our king in the dark meander- 
ings of Threadneedle street, in London; and there 
we shall find him enthroned on a three legeed stool, 
with a pen behind his ear, graciously pondering on 
the mysteries of usury and stockjobbing; absorbed 
in the heartless selfishness of avarice, and intent 
upon the best mode of skinning his loving subjects. 

What is the doctrine that we now hear? We 
are transported back to the days of feudality; 
take care of the lords and privileged classes, and 
they will take care of the people. But those privi- 
leged classes claimed to be the people, and the peo- 
pic were serfs. Now, sir, we hear the same cry: 
take care of the banks and the privileged classes, 
and they will take care of the people. The banks 
are the people, and the people are serfs; without 
rights, but derivative. 

The same war-cry of aristocracy, too, is raised; 
Agrarian, Jack Cade, Fanny-Wrightism, Laco- 
Focoism, Revolutionists. It is the banner of aris- 
tocracy which bears these names, to alarm the 
timid, and summon its allies to the conflict. 

Mr. President, the connection between the Go- 
vernment and the banks has been dissolved by the 
banks themselves. Ft is true, they have our trea- 
sure, our gold and silver. Shall we resume our 
connection? Shall we, in consideration of the 
Saithfel manner in which they have discharged their 
trust of keeping our treasure, so that we could not 
have it when we wanted it, give them all the mo- 
neys we shall hereafter collect? They are gra- 
ciously pleased to trust us to collect the money: 
all they ask is to keep it after it is collected. I 
thank them for their modesty and forbearance. 

I repeat the question, shall we choose agents to 
keep our money, or shall we delegate the choice to 
banks 7 

Our Government has now been fifty years in 
operation : so far, it has worked well. Our agents, 
chosen by the people, have been more faithful than 
the agents chosen by banks. We have lost no 
money. by treasurers. Some of our collecting 
agents have been unfaithful; but they have been 
watched faithfully by the President and the sen- 
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tinels appointed by the. Constitution. We have 
had no President who was unfaithful, none im- 
peached. I ask pardon, one has been impeached ; 
however, not according te the furms of the Con- 
stitution, bat by the Senate ; accused by the Senate, 
tried by the Senate, condemned by the Senate. 
The impeachment has been reversed by the people, 
aud the entry of the conviction expunged by the 
mighty hand of the people from the records of the 
nation. That President, together with his successor, 
have, against all the laws relative to conspiracy, 
been presented ` before the Senate on this occasion 
as conspirators. But where is the proof, sir? It 
is, like the virtues of a quack medicine, to be found 
in the /abel of a speech, entitled the “speech of the 
honorable Henry Clay of Kentucky, establishing a 
deliberate design on the part of the late and pre- 
sent Executive of the United States, to break down 
the whole banking system of the United States, 
cemmencing with the Bank of the United States, 
and terminating with the State banks, and to 
create on their ruins a Government Treasury bank, 
under the exclusive control of the Executive.” I 


advise the mah, however, who seeks for the proof’ 


of this conspiracy, to imitaæ the wisdom of the 
litigant, who commenced a suit for slander; and 
after the declaration was read to him, setting forth 
that he had been from his nativity, a good, true, 
and faithful citizen, of pure and unsuspected cha- 
racter, and never guilty or suspected to have been 
guilty of the crime with which he was charged, or 
any such hurtful crime, by which he had deserved- 
ly acquired and enjoyed the good ‘opinion of all 
worthy citizens—and being informed that that alle- 
gation was to become a record, professed himself 
entirely satisfied, paid his fees, and declared that he 
did not wish to proceed any farther. He was satis- 
fied with the establishment of his character, by the 
averments in the declaration. He who seeks be- 
yond the label of this speech, for the establish- 
ment of the conspiraey charged, will have good 
reason to admire the wisdom of the litigant, and 
the prudence of him who is content to admit the 
virtues of a quack medicine from the label, without 
further trial. 

The policy of this bill, Mr. President, I believe 
is the best measure for the people. T should preter 
confining this bill, simply, to the keeping, disburs- 
ing, and transferring the public money; and sepa- 
rating it from the currency part, because I think 
that they ought not to be blended; and I am oppos- 
ed to that legislation which unites distinct subjects. 
But I shall vote for it with or without that separa- 
tion. I will not trespass upon the patience of the 
Senate, by entering at large upou the reasons for 
that vote. Permit me to allude to a few. I believe 
that this policy is the best and constitutional mode 
of performing the duty imposed upon us, of keeping 
the purse of the people by our own agents, the 
agents of the people, not the agents of the banks. 
That it will relieve the Government, “‘so far as their 
act can, from the action of any foreign power over 
the credit or banking system of this country, and 
the treasures of the peuple from the use and contro} 
of banks; and make the Government, as the Consti- 
tution intended to make it, efficient, self-acting, and 
independent, and capable of fulfilling its benign ob- 
jects, and high purposes,” to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquili- 
ty, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity.” It will place the 
Treasury more immediately under the action and 
control of Congress,- inasmuch as they must create 
the functionaries, prescribe their duties, examine 
inte and control their conduct. It will operate fa- 
vorably upon banks themselves; first, by breaking 
down favoritism, in selecting one or more, and ex- 
cluding others from the benefits of the public mo- 
neys; and by counteracting the evil tendency of the 
banking system to centralization, or monarchy; or 
placing all power in the hands of the strongest, and 
of giving the places where such centralization is es- 
tablished, superior advantage over all other places. 
Itseparaies the business of trade and banks—in their 
very nature, subject to fluctuation:—-from the fluc- 
tuations incident to the collecting, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the pubiic moneys, which cannot be 
counteracted by the wisest legislation. It will equa- 
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lize the benefits of the Constitution, by providing 
that the money of the Constitution, its only stand- 
ard of value, shall be the universal standard; the 
dollar of each State, from Maine to Georgia, shall 
have the same value. `> aan 

If the Government receives paper money anid 
shinplasters, they must pay them to their creditors. 
Ought the Government to be made to receive them 
from their-debtors, unless they could compel their 
creditors to receive them? ‘These, sir, are afew of 
the reasons which will constrain me to vote for this 
bill. A few words asto the objections which have 
been urged against the policy of this bill, and in 
favor of the antagonist policy. ` 

It is said to be making war upon the credit sys- 
tem; and how? By taking from the corporation of 
banks the use of the public money. ‘They must 
first establish that banks have a right toit. It is 
also said that it is creating ohe currency for the peo- 
ple, and another currescy for the Government. 
How are these two currencies alleged to be created? 
Simply by declaring that the Government will re- 
ceive from their debtors, and pay to their creditors, 
the mouey of the Constitution, That is acknow- 
ledged on all hands to be gold and silver—tobe.cotn, 
How such an act can be said to create two curren- 
cies, is beyond my comprehension. The Govern- 
ment established by the Constitution was a hard 
money Government. The word currency is not 
found in it; it was carefully rejected; and why? 
Not because it was unknown, but because it was 
known, and condemned. Currency then meant, as 
it does now, paper money, made current, and deri- 
ving its sole value, not trom its intrinsic qualities, 
but from authority. The framers of the Constitu- 
tion had the ghosts of colony, proclamation, State, 
and continental money before them. They were 
currencies, as were also the deer skins, mink skins, 
and coon skins, of the State of Franklin. If these 
are two currencies, who created them? Not Con- 
gress. Every one knows what legal currency of 
the United States means. The other currency is 
created by the banks. They have, by their own 
act, dishonored their currency, reduced it below 
coin, which it pretends to represent; and having 
got the coin of the Government and the people, 
they want to force their apèr and shinplasters 
upon the Government and the people, as of the 
same value as gold and silver, which they have 
locked up in their vaults. The banks, by violating 
their faith to the people, have debased their notes 
below the standard of value fixed by the Constitu- 
lion, and forced it upon the people; and then most 
impudently itis asserted, that the debased curren- 
cy is the currency of the people. Sir, one would 
think that impudence could go no farther. It has 
gone farther, and taunted the Government with 
bankruptcy, created by the very act of the banks, 
and branded the paper of the Government, which 
such conduct made it necessary to issue, as. shin- 
plasters, or no better than shinplasters. The cur- 
rency of the people is the money of their Constitu- 
tion—gold and silver—metallic money. The cur- 
rency of the banks is paper money of their own 
manufacture, or their shinplaster allies, and this 
they call the money of the people. They force 
the people to pay for their own offspring, and now 
insist upon their adopting it, and giving it their 
own name. Sir, we have heard much of that 
stringent, strict, and literal adherence to the Con- 
stitution, which seeks refuge from obeying the com- 
mand of the people, in construing the injunction of 
the Constitution to keep a journal into &-mandate 
to preserve it intact—not tə make a journal, thus 
putting the cart before the horse. ` Where can 
those literal gentlemen find warrant in the Consti- 
tution to receive two kinds of money, one of coin, 
and the other of paper. 
, It is also objected that this bill inċreases Execu- 
tive power. The reverse isthe fact. Every one 
knows that ifa President wished to increase his 
patronage, he would recommend the antagonist 
policy. Who can read the evidence of the servili- 
ty and debasement of the banks in their applica- 
tions for the publie deposites, without being re- 
minded of the subserviency of the Dutch to obtain 
ihe spice trade. . They renounced their religion, 
and trampled upon its-holy symbol. ` The’ safes, 
chests, locks, vaults, and other modes of safely 
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keeping the public treasure, prescribed by this bill, 
have been the fruitful subjects of deelamation and 
objection. Is not that the mode resorted to by 
banks, merchants, and others who. have money to 
keep? Can any better mode be devised? If so, let 
it be proposed; but until it is, shall the representa- 
tives of the: people discard. what every one else 
adopts as a safe mode... Rogues and thieves, who 
want to break into the Treasury, would have a 
right to objectto such measures of precaution. fs 
thar a reason for us to reject them? 

But the great objection of every opponent of the 
measure is, that itis an untried experimeat Is it 
true? Whatis now called an experiment? Itis 
either the mode of keeping the money, or the kind 
of money to be kept. What is the mode of keep- 
ing the money proposed by this bill? By officers 
chosen by the people, under the Constitution, in- 
stead of officers chosen by banks. It has been tried 
for nearly thirty years in this Government. It is 
now in successful progress in every State in. the 
Union. What are all the: townships, county, and 
State officers for collecting taxes, but Sub-Trea- 
surers, It is the practice of every independent 
nation in the world, nay, every petty corporation, 
and’ friendiy association in the world, have their 
system. of Sub-T'reasuries. An experiment! the 
antagonist policy is anexperwnent, which has ended 
not only in depriving Governinent, but the people, 
of their money, the true standard of valne. That 
experiment. has most signally failed.. As. to the 
kind of money, is that an experiment? [1 is gold 
and silver instead of paper: the meney of the 
Constitution, instead of the money of the banks. 
Can we choose any other standard of value iu col- 
lecting the people’s money than the standard of the 
Constitution? Bat Ihave done with these objec- 
tions. 

Suffer me, s'r, to ask your attention for a lew 
moments to the substitute of my honorable friend 
from Virgima, [Mr. Rives,] which has just been 
rejected. In the very able. and eloquent speech 
made by him in presenting that substitute, he re- 
marked, that he regretted he shanld be deprived of 
the support of many members of this body, with 
whom he had lately stood side by side in upholding 
and defending the principles on which it rested; 
aid that his consolation was, that he stood now 
where he stood then—tnai is, three years ago. Sir, 
that we are to loserthe support of that distinguished 
Senator on this occasion is a subject of paintal re- 
gret to me. He has had, and’ has now, the conti- 
dence, not only of myself, but of my ccnstituents, 
which was most eminently evinced on a late occa- 
sion; and justice to myself requires. that T should 
ascertain where my honorable friend stood then. 
The confidence of my constituents in myself would 
be weakened, if they found me deviating from the 
track that he was thea pursuing. Permit me, 
then, in the most kindly spirit, and with the most 
friendly feelings, to overhaul the reckoning, and 
ascertain the latitude of departure. I find the last 
recorded sentiments of the honorable Senator in a 
speech delivered on the remeval of the deposites, 
onthe 17th January, 1834—a speech whieh wenld 
give celebrity to any statesman or orator: 


“The honorable Senator from South Caroli 
us that so long az the Government itself re 
away bank notes, itis insult to the understanding to 
course of the pernicious tendency and unconstitutiona lit ¥ of 
the Bauk of the United States; that wile the Government, by 
so doing, treats bank notes as money, it pot only bas the i 
bul it isin duty bound, io dacorporate a Bank of the tl 
States; and that the question of the constitutionality ofsuch au 
institution can fairly arise only when the Government shall re- 
fuse to receive any thing but gold and r in paymentor the 
pablic du 
reetness of the reasoning of the honorable Senator, (reasoning 
which, to my mind, is entirely unsadistactory, Inasmuch as it 
makes 2 great question of constitutional power to depend, nat 
èn the fixed and immutable provisions of the Constitution jt- 
self, but, in effect, on the mere will of the Government, as it 
may happen to do or not to do a particular thing,). without 
stopping, I say, sir, to examine this reasoning, E present, I 
will say to the honorable Senator, that, seeing so many abler 


a has abo tut 
eives and pays 


S- 


gentlemen, himselfamony the number, while admitting the’ 


vital importance of the object, declining the task of its prasecu- 
tion, I pledge myself to present this ereat issue in the shape in 
which oniy the honorable Senator thinks ii ean be legitimately 


Sir, ofall the reforms, social, political, or economical, re 
quived by the great interests af the country, that which iz most 
urgenuy demanded, and which promises in its accomplishment 
the largest re: iy, security. and publie benefit, i, be- 
y mpari tion of the Government ta whut 
it was Intended by ihe f 


f 
mers of tbe Cwigtitntion fa he, a 
hard money Government 


-tastes food and wine. 


Without stopping at present to.examine the cor- , 
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“We are tov much in the habit, Mr. President, of regarding 
the evils of the paper system as necessary ard Incuradie, an 


the couatry.” : 

“Sir, here is an object worthy to engage the most anxions la- 
bors of the patriot and statesman; and I feel persuaded that, 
with a little of the effort and-talent daily cxpended in the ephe- 
meral contests of party, we shoul see ii happily accomplished. 
I conjure gentlemen, then, with ability eo eminently fitted for 
this great work, te leave the Bank of the United States to ite 
fate—a fate already pronounced by the voice of the nation, and 
called for by the highest considerations connected with the 
safety of our free institutions, and bring forward their power- 
ful aid in an effort to restore the Government to its true consti- 
tutions] character and destination, thatof a simple, solid, hard 
money Government.” 

Mr. President, I intend to make no comments. 
My constituents must judge from this speech where 
my honorable friend stood then, and where he 
stands now. My march is onward in the luminous 
path which he then indicated “to restore the Go- 
vernmenf to its true constitutional character and 
destination, that of a simple, solid, hard money 
Government.” Mr. President, that substitute of 
the honorable Senator from Virginia has been 
called, by the distinguished Senator from Ken- 
tucky, a good half-way house. That half-way 
honse, I am persuaded, has not been erected 
by omy honorable friend from. Virginia. It 
has been created by the magic. wand of elo- 
quence ; but it is the palace of Circe, gorgeous 
and glittering with stones, fair and enchani- 
ing to the eye, but surrounded by tame lions 
and wolves. Tet my honorable triend beware 
how he enters into that magic palace, and how he 
Let him beware of the fate 
of the companions of Eurycholus. There may be 
no Ulysses to restore him to his former glorious 
shape and manly bearing. Mr. President, the 
fate of that distinguished statesman, now no more, 
who oace filled with such acknowledged dignity 
the Chair which you new occupy, is full of warn- 
ing. He was tempted to stop a! a half way house, 
with the captivating sign of “an union of honest 


amen.’ No, sir, my honerable friend, after the ex- 


cliement of this subject has passed away, T trust 
will be found side by side with his former friends ; 
maintaining, with his distinguished ability, the 
great principles which they advocate. ; 

Mr. President, I had another objection to that 
substitu'e; it was against equal rights. Out of 
upwards of eigt hundred State banks, it selected 
twenty-five; thus constituting an oligarchy of 
banks. It establishes a bankocracy, which would 
of necessity seek safety under the protection of the 
money king in this country, and thus be brought 
under yassalage to the money king in England. 
The only difference, in my judgment, between this 
substitnle and establishing a bank of the United 
States, is, the one is the beginning of the end, and 
the other is the end of the beginning. Had we 
adopted the substitute, the Bank of the United 
States of Pennsylvania must have been one of that 
leagne, or we must have resorted to a Bank of the 
United States to protect the league of banks from 
its power, 

Before I dismiss this branch of the subieet, I 
will make one further remark. IT deeply regret to 
have seen a motto on the speech delivered by my 
honorable friend trom NewYork (Mr. TaLLmaDGE} 


C 


| tled by judicial decision. 
i nation has satisfied me, however, that I was in 


; the value thereof. 
i word money in: that clause? Does it mean metallic 


| er, and a trust power. 


in defence of the bank: from an alleged charge 
against them’made. by the President... ‘That motto 
is, “ Out, damned spot; out, Isay.” 


(Mr. Tatumapcx -here rose. and said, that the 
motto was put on without his knowledge and 
consent. } z cep SEAS eee 

Mr. Wat resumed. Iam happy. to bear the 
avowal of my honorable friend. It could have 
been no friendly hand that put it there. Who that 
is acquainted with the works of the immortal poet 
of nature does not recollect that it isthe agonized 
ery of conscience, when the body slumbered, for its 
own deeds, for friendship betrayed, hospitality 
violated, and confidence murdered. - 

The other branch of the antagonist policy, Mr. 
President, proposes to create a Bank of the United 
States, to keep, transfer, and disburse. the public 
money. Sir, the first question is, does the Consti- 
tution give to Congress that power? Clearly it 
does not give it as an express power. Nowhere 
do you find in the, Constitution an authority to 
create a bank or corporation. If it exists, it must 
be an implied power. The distingushed Senator 
from Kentucky hunted what he with so much fe- 
licity denominated that vagrant power, through 
every article, section, clause, and paragraph, of tue 
Constitution; and a most brilliant hunt it was, sir, 
and has immortalised him, and he could not find it. 
He has, it is true, found it since; but where has he 
found it? : oe 

[Here Mr. Cray said that he had found it in the 


late war and the necessities of the country.] 


Mr. Watt resumed. I thought so, sir; he found 
it out of the Constitution. That is no constitutional 
power. l 

Mr. President, I am free to acknowledge that I 
had supposed once that this question had been set- 
A moe careful exami- 


error on this point. The luminous and gigantic 


| intellect of Marshall, a man whose ramesl always 


pronounce with reverence, could tind that power 
only in the clause authorizing Congress to lay and 
collect taxes; and when Congress had determined 
that it was a necessary means to that end, no judi- 
ciary could look behind that act. That decision 
only settled the constitutionality of the late Bank of 
the United States. Before that power which sus- 


| tained the constitutionality of a bank can, arise, 
Congress must first declare that it is both. necessary 


and proper to-collect the. revenue in that mode. 
When I am at liberty, and shall be called.on to act 


! on that subject, I will think of it. Congress has 
| not now so declared. : 


It is perfectly cleaf; then, Mr. President, that this 


| vagrant power must te looked for somewhere else 

' than where the Judges of the Supreme Court found 

|: it, Another mighty hunter has started in the chase, 
; and where does he find this power? 


1. In the authority to coia money and regulate 
What is the meaning of the 


or paper money, or both? If it means only me- 


| tallic money, (and who will pretend to the contrary?) 


then does not the rule of .construction, that specifi- 


‘ cation of one thing is the exclusion of another, 


apply? 
In the second place, the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts finds it in the clause authorizing 


| Congress to regulate commerce, &c. The argu- 


ment of the Senator is able and ingenious upon 


| the subject. At present I do not intend to express 
|) any opinion as to the power of Congress to regu- 
| late the currency of State banks. 


It isa subject 
too weighty, and of two grave import, to be decided 
collaterally. 

But, Mr. President, admit that the Senator from 
Massachusetts has proved that Cungress has pewer 


| to regulate the currency of the country, and that it 
i is our duty to do so. 


What kind of power isi? ht 
is undeniably an implied power, a delegated pow- 
Can we delegate that pow-. 
er to a corperation, either created by ourselves cr 


| py a foreign power, to be exercised, controlled, and 


regulated by officers unknown to the Constitution. 
chosen hy the corporations, amenable to the corpu- 


| rations, and uncontrollable by the people, through 
| their constitadonal agents. 


Could Congress dele- 
gate that delegated and trust power to the Banh of 
England or France, and if net, why pot? Will aot 
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the same reason apply against a delegation to State 
banks as a United States Bank? ; ee 

The honorable Senator, after all; if he has been 
successful, has only proved that Cotigress has pow- 
er to create a Government bank, that monster that 
has so horribly affrighted gentlemen in the Opposi- 
tion; he has only proved that. Congress has power 
to create a people's’ bank, with the people’s money, 
and for the people’s use; and tobe controlled by the 
officers of the people, chosen agreeably to the Con- 
stitution. : 

‘When the honorable Senator. finds the consti- 
tutional power in Congress to regulate the curren- 
cy, he has not advanced one step in his argument. 
He must still prove that Congress can delegate that‘ 
eminent prerogative of sovereignty to corporations 
unknown to the Constitution—that we can wilh- 
draw ourselves from our constitutional duty, and 
substitute corporations to discharge it. 

Sir, we can have no more right to create corpo- 
rations to carry into execution implied powers, than 
express powers, We. have authority to coin 
money, regulate the value thereof, ‘to regulate com- 
merce, declare war, ete. Must we not exercise 
those powers ourselves? Can we create a private 
Corporation to coin money, regulate commerce, de- 
clare war, etc.? Can we, under the express and 
implied powers granted by the Constimtion, shingle 
‘over the States with corporations to carry on 
mining, the manufacture of metals, to raise pro- 
ducts, build ships, and for mechanical, manufac- 
turing, and agricultural purposes? The mantle of 
construction of the honorable Senator is broad 
enough to cover the whole. How does he escape 
from this? By setting a distinction which is a 
petitio principii, a mere begging of the question. 

But, sir, Í do not mean to give my opinion on 
this subject. It is full of interest, and deserves a 
calm, unbiassed and unrestrained consideration, 
am not at liberty to give it that consideration 
Upon this subject I have been instructed both by 
the peopte and the Legislature of the State which I 
have the honor in part to represent, in every way 
that the voice of the people of New Jersey could he 
constitutionally declared, to vote against any Bank 
of the United States, such as proposed by the Se- 
nator. 

1. The people settled it on the re-election of 
General Jackson. 

2. It was settled by the Whig Legislature of 
1832, in their abortive efort to instruct. 

3. It was settled by the voice of the people, in 
thé election of the members of Congress in 1832, 

4, It was aflirmed by the people, in the election 
of State officers in 1833. 

5. It was declared expressly by the instructions 
of the Legislature in 1834. oe 

6. It was again aflirmed by the State elections 
and the election of members of Congress in 1834. 

7. It was again affirmed by the election of the 
members of the State Legislature in 1835, with 
express reference to the election of a Senator. 

8. It was settled both by the people and the Le- 
gislature in electing me as Senator. 

9. Tt was again affirmed by the Legislature in 
plain and explicit terms in the instructions of 
1835. : 

And what can be advanced to gaiusay tbis ar- 
ray of facts? Nothing, sir, but the election of 
eleciors and members of Congress opposed to the 
present Administration in 1836, and the election 
and resolutions of the present Legislature. Now 
as to the first, the election of members of Congréss; 
the only one of the elected members who expressed 
any opinion on the subject (Mr. Marsresn] was 
compelled by the pressure of public opinion to 
give a written pledge, that, if elected, he would 
vote againsta Bank of the United States. I know, 
sir, that he has since voted differently, and told his 
constituents that there was an essential difference 
between the Bank of the United States and a Bank 
of the United States: that he meant to vote against 
the former, not the latter. Whether he has *‘pal- 
tered with them in a double sense,” it is not for me 
to determine—and he will soon be before the 
tribunal that has ample jurisdiction to determine. 
This pledge takes away any implication that the 
people had changed, and indeed strongly confirms 
the former decisions on this subject. The candi- 
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date who made this pledge was the highest on the 
return. As to the electoral election in New Jer- 
sey, many extraneous maters were thrown in, and 
the majority was trifling. The majority was acei- 
dental, and could not repeal a seitled uniform opi- 
nion so frequently declared and expressed directly 
by the people and the Legislature. 

As to the last election, and the resolution of the 
present Legislature, they are silent on the subject 
of the bank. They leave the former instructions 
of the-Legislature, on the subject of the bank, un- 
repealed, and in fll farce. Bat, sir, in this last 
election the great question ahont the banks came 
directly before the people. The banks had become 
dependent on the people by their suspension. ‘The 
banks and their numerous stockholders and depen- 
dents had a deep interest in the choice of those who 
were to decide their fate. The raw-head-and-bluo- 
dy-bones of Leco Focoism and Democracy were 
used with effect, and he who denies that the bank 
question did not enter into the elections and control 
therm in New Jersey, I think is mistaken. In say- 
ing so, I do not mean to charge the banks with im- 
propriety; they had a right to the preference, ‘Those 
who had bank property considered it iu danger. 
The gospel tells us that a man having a hundred 
sheep, and one being in danger, he straightway 
leaves the ninety-nine, and goes to look after the 
one in danger. That election also involved many 
State and local questions. ‘The nominations in the 
diferent counties were all made before the Presi- 
dents Message, and the Sub-Treasury bill was ne- 
ver published and known in the State before the 
election terminated. I do not believe that the peo- 
ple did, by the election, instruct their agents here, or 
mean to declare their opinion as to the policy of the 
General Government. ‘They were suffering under 
the pressure created by the suspension of the banks, 

There are, then, but two policies presented for 
my choice: the one contained and earried out in 
this bill, and the other to charter a Bank of the 
United States. The Legislature of New Jersey 
have declared-that it is not only the right, but the 
daty, of Congress, to provide for the safe-keeping 
and disposition of the public money. Tam com- 
manded, by the voice of the people of New Jersey, 
aud the instructions of the Legislature of New Jer- 
sey, still in full force, not to vote for a Bank of 
the United States. I made that pledge to thon 
when I was elected Senator. Now F am com- 
peled to act, and have no alternative left, without 
disobeying the instructions of the Legislature and 
the voice of the people, but to vote for this bill. I 
rejoice, therefore, that my own judgment and con- 
science sanction that course. 

Mr. President, it has been said that all that the 
banks want is confidence. 'Their misfortunes have 
Bowed from too much confidence. Let them with- 
draw themselves from politics, move within their 
chartered orbits, avoid usury and oppression, aud 
they will be safe. Hf they have lost confidence, it 
is by their own act, not by the act of the Govern- 
ament, They must regain confidence by their own 
act. They lost confidence by suspension; Jet them 
regain it by resumption. When they do so, sir, 
they will find confidence coming to their aids and 
that the raw-head-and-bloody-bones of loco foco- 
ism, which has frightened them from their propri- 
ety, has no terrors for honest, faithful, and patri- 
otic banks. 

My colleague has said that the very name of 
Sub-Treasury is odious. I will not quarrel about 
names, Let us borrow from the great vocabulary 
of used-up names and call this bill “ the American 
Constitutional Treasury system,” and that objec- 
tion ceases. [tis more appropriate, and a better 
name, and I present it for his adoption. 

Here, Mr. President, | would willingly stop; but 
Tam not permitted to do so. My colleague has 
placed the resolutions of the Legislature of New 
Jersey, in 1837, in the foreground of his speech, 
and professed his fidelity to the wishes of the peo- 
pic of New Jersey. He has declared that they 
want only the little word instruct, to be instructions. 
I bad borne the allusions of the distinguished Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, and the other Senators acting 
with him in support of the anlagonistical policy, 
with the most exemplary forbearance. The course 
of my colleague demands that I should ask the in- 


| dulgence of the Senate while I recount to them the 


rise- and progress of the“doctrine of instruction: in 
New Jersey. It will be found sufficiently curious 
to reward their attention. ‘Sir, ‘the’ Legislature of 
New Jersey have always been.an’ instructing: Lie- 
gislature. ‘It was so. up to. 1839. Pre 

On the 29th October, 1832, my colleague, then 
Governor of New Jersey, delivered an inaugural 
address. Among other things he took occasion to 
say: : 

“ The people of New Jersey have two. Governments equally 
their own, equally bound -to protect their rights and interests; 
and they have divided the powers of legislation and sovereignty 
between them; and they have set limits to these powers in both. 
This was necessary in an-union of free States in one Govern. 
mont. There ate, therefore, subjects of ordinary legislation in 
other nations on which we are not permitted toact. An exam- 
plo of this is found in that question which so widely dividas the 
people of the Union at this moment—the right to operate 
through our commercial, relations with other nations on the 
industry of the community in its various departments. Without 
this right existing and in actual exercise, the country must be 
depressed, and the means and defences of prosperity lost. But 
in this matter the Government of this State, as such, Cannot act, 
The compact with the ether States probibitsit. -But the people 

here are not deprived of the power on this point possessed ‘by 
every other people. They have not loft themselves unarmed 
and unshielded against foreign action upon their interests, 
Thoy have not heen so unwise, They have prohibited the re- 

reseniatives of their power here from deciding on this sub- 
ject, because it might affect the peace and general interests of 

other portions of the Union. But they have conferred this 

power, and directed their representatives elsewhere to guard 
and protect their interests. To deny the power, and, the right, 
and the duty to them, is to leave us without this atwibyte of 
sovereignty; nota people equal and free with othérs, but sub- 
ject touli their caprices and imposilions, When and ‘how the 
power shall be exercised is matter of discretion; to be governed 
by a wise regard to all the interests and connections of the 
country, $ 

“But the peeple of New Jersey, by themselves, or through 
their representatives here, and to their representatives there, 
have a right, and are bound by duty to themselves, to convey 
their commande on this as on any other interesting topic; and 
itis thei business, both to watch and te control the doings of 
their general agents, and, as they appointed them, so to correct 
their wanderings and errors. But that duty is not appointed.to 
us; the power does not exist in us, any more than ‘a similar 
power exists in the representatives of the general will, to con 
trol and correct us in that which may have been, entrusted to 
our cate, Itean only be xo if it be thus written in the grant; 
and there] do not tind it? : 

On the thirtieth of the same month of October 
the following instructions were introduced into the 
House of Assembly, and passed on the first of No- 
vember following, by a vote of thirty-one to four- 
teen, every Whig voting for them: i 

“Whereas the peuple of Now. Jersey feel a deep interest. in 
all things aflecting the welfare of their common country, and 
particularly inevery measure having relation to the judiciary, 
the tariff system, intemal improvements, and the curgency, of 
tho country, the maintenance of each. in all their inviolffpility is 
deemed essential to the prosperity of the United States: 

“Therefore, Be it resolved by the Council and. General 
nbly of he State of New Jersey, That our Senators be 
instructed, apd our Representatives in Congress be requested, 
tu use their best endeavors to maintain the present judiciary 
system of Ure United States inviolate; to give adequate protec- 
tion to American industry; to foster ‘and uphold internal im» 
provements, and to vote for and advocate the renewal ofthe 
Rank of the United States, with sach modifications as may be 
deemed necessary.” 

These resolutions, however, were never finally 
acted on by the Council, and they perished between 
the two houses. But while these instructions were 
pending before the Council, Governor Southard 
Sent a message, on the 10th of January, 1833, to- 
the Legislature, from which I ask leave to read 
some extracts: . i 

“Some of those inicrests of the people of New, Jersey, which 
have been confided to the General Government. are in a condi- 
tion which calls for allention and consideration.” . 

The Governor then communicates those interests. 
They are, the judiciary, the tariff system, internal 
improvements, and the currency of the country; 
the yery interests specified and enumerated in the 
instructions then pending before the Council. He 
then proceeds: 

“Some of the most valuable attributes of the Government 
which have given it strength, confirmed the Union, and made 
it a blessing, especially to the weaker members, are questioned, 
and their exercise deprecated. Even the supremacy ofthe 
Jaws, and the authority of treaties, are disregarded.. "Whether 
these things can give promise of good to the country, and pro- 
mote the prosperity of the people of New Jersey, deserves to 
be well considered, and it would seem. to be expedient that 
their opinions upon them shouldbe known and felt through 
those who represent them”? d á z 

My colleague ceased to be Governor, and be- 
came a Senator. Benedict, when he. was accused 
of having railed against matrimony, defended him- 
self, by saying that he then did not believe that he 
should ever live to be married.. So my colleague 
has reason to say, that when he. recommended in- 
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structions for others, he did not believe that he 
should ever live tobe instructed. | Even-handed” 
justice returned the chalice to his own lips. ..:0 


On the Lith of January, 1834, the Legislature 
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of New Jersey, both houses goncurring, by a very 
large majority, passed the following resolutions: 

t Whereas the present crisis in our public affairs calis for a 
decided expression of the voice of the people of this State ; 
and whereas, we consider it the undoubted right of the Legis- 
latures of the several States to instruct those who represent 
their interests in the councils of the nation in ail mattets which 
intimately concern ihe public. weal, and may affect the happi- 
ness or well-being of the people: Therefore, - ‘ 

* 1. Be itresolved by the Council and General Assembly 
ofthis Slate, That, while.we acknowledge, with feelings of 
devout gratitude, our. obligations to the Great Ruler of hations 
for his mercies to us as a people, that we have been preserved 
alike from foreign war, from the evils of internal commotions, 
and the machinations of designing and ambitious men, who 
would prostrate the fair fabric of our Union ; that we ought, 
nevertheless, to humble ourselves in his presence, and implore 
his aid for the perpetuation of our Republican institutions, and 
for a continuance. of ‘that. unexampled prosperity which our 
country lias enjoyed hitherto. 

“2. “Resélved, That we have undiminished confidence in 
the integrity and firmness of the venerable: patriot who now 
holds the distinguished post of chief magistrate of this nation, 
and whose purity of purpose and elevated motives have so 
often réceived the unqualified approbation of a large majority 
of his fellow-citizens. : 

“3. Resolved, That we view. with agitation and alarm the 
existence and gigantic power of a great moneyed incorpora- 
tion, which threatens to embarrass the operations of the Go- 
vernment, and, by meaus. of its unbounded influence :upon 
the currency of the country, to scatter distress and ruin 
throughout the community; and that we, therefore, solemnly 
believe the present Bank of the United States ought not to be 
rechartered. phe 

“4, Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our members of the Houseof Representatives be requested, 
tosustain, by their votes and influence, the course adopted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, io relation to, the 
Bank of the United States and the deposites of the Government 
moneys, believing, as we do, the<course of the Secretary to 
have been constitutional, and that the public good required ite 
adoption, K 

“5, Resolred, That the Governor he requested to forward a 
copy of the above resolutions to each of our Senators and Re- 
presentatives frem this State in the Congress of the United 
Siates.’? 

These resolutions were presented to the Senate 
on the twentieth of January by my respected pre- 
decessor [Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN.] On the twenty- 
seventh of January, that gentleman addressed the 


Senate, and among other things, said: 

“I know that Ishall have the sympathies.of the Senate, when 
lrecali tothem the instructions lately transmitted by the Le- 
gislature of the State which I, in part, have the honor to repre- 
sent... This is a great national question, of common concern to 
us all} for these tnstructions are multiplying; and call -cettainly 
from me, sir, for distinct and respectful notice.: The-import of 
these instructions, admit, sir, cannot be mistaken... The terms 
are unequivocal and plain to any apprehension. They instruct 
ns to sustain, by our votes and influence, the course of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in the removal of the deposites. 
What are the nature and claims of legisiative instructions? 
That a Legislature has the inberent right, legislatively and 
detached fram their censtituents, to direct the political conduct 
of a Senator in Congress, I can never subscribe to. Sir, where 
has such a right been delegated by the people? A Legislature 
of the State Instruct or direct the Senate of the United States! 

Tuy, Mr. President, we had better change places atonce. But 
when tae resolutions of the Legislature can be satisiactorily 
regarded as the clear indication of public sentiment, deliberate 
and abiding, I am bound to hold them, as I do hold them, in 
ost respectful consideration. And on such an occasion, when 
that opinion interferes with my own judgment and conscience, 
{should promptly surrender atrust that could no longer be 
held in harmony with my constituents. But here, sir, my em- 
barrasamentcommences. J am not satisfied that these resolu- 
tions are the sure index of decided public sentiment. Bir, you 
kuow that, for the last five years, our political atmosphere has 
been very much given to change. The wheel is turning now, 
and unless I misread the language of events that are passing, 
impulses are given to its motion that will bring them toa whirl. 
Now, sir, willu be right to surrender private convictions of 
duty to an influence from this giddy seat of power? I think 
not, Tam quite conscious of the delicacy of my position, but 
Į trust that Fshall meet it without fear. I will further say, sir, 
thateven where the opinions of a State may be well known, 
sions may arise to a representative of the people, rare I 
vrant—when the emergency is of that deeply eventful nature 
~-when he must go alone, so to speak, in the purity of his own 
purposes, and cast himself, with all his fame, and all the confi- 
dence of his country, into the crisis, and sink or rise, assuccess 
shati crawn his intrepid conduct.” ~ j 

On the fourteenth of February, 1834, my col- 
league, in presenting ai memorial to the Senate, 
said: 2 

“ We had believed, and he was of the same opinion still, that 
the Legislature, in adopting the resolutions which had beén for- 
warded to him, had grossly erred in their representation ef the 
public voice; and he had now in his ‘hand two of the evidences 
oi their error. Instructed, then, as he had been, by the Legis- 
lare of the. Slate for what he conceived to be Executive 
usurpation, and charged by those who elected that Legislature 
to oppose such usurpation, he hada-consolatory téflection, in 
the conviction that the course he had pursued would: be sus- 
tained by a majority of the people.” sant 
` On the twenty-first of March, 1834, my colleague, 


in a speech delivered in the Senate, said: , 

“ There is another tribunal before which we [himself and his 
colleague, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, | shall meet: most cheerfully 
one accusers, and as cheerfully.abide the verdict and judgment 
which: shall be rendered afier the-hearing, so far as they shall 
afect.us personally, however we may feel forthe laws and insti- 
tutions of our country. ‘That tribunal is the peepie of New 
Jersey, whois, we most solemnly believe, and think we have 
dbandaut evidence for our belief, were notcorrectly represented 
in those instructions. Again: 1s it true thatthe Legislature has 
a right, in disregard of popular opinion, and against the wishes: 


of their own constituents, to control the other agents of those 
constituents? Is the power vested in the Legislature on this 
point. independent of the people of the State?, Are’ they in that 
tle masters of the people? I had supposed that the people were 
the source of power, and that their will was as controlling ip its 
action on the members of the Legislature en this subject as on 
any other; and that their commands were only to be regarded as 
valid, when they conformed to the instructions and commands 
of their constiiuen’s. This may be skepticism; but I beg to 
say that it 1s old Republicanism and Democracy; not that of 
modern day, which scems to réquire that the will of a few who 
happea to be in a Legislature, or are leaders of a party, should 
be obcyed, ia despite of the opiiions and wishes of the people. 
Sir, believing as I do, that. my constituents disapprove the act 
of the Executive, J should be guilty of treason towards them, if 
I obeyed the orders of others in approving that act against my 
own judgment.” ~ 

_ Mr. President, an issue was thus fairly formed 
beiweer the Legislature of New Jersey and my 
honorable predecessor and colleague. It was tried 
before that great tribunal which they selected in 
October, 1834. They had a fair hearing, for they 
both addressed. public meetings of. the people in 
different parts of the State, and no one appeared 
against them. The people rendered a verdict and 
judgment againstthem. ‘They elected an increased 
majority, if I recollect right, of the friends of the 
Administration asd the principles involved in the 
instractions—at all events, a large majority. The 
wheel did not come to a whirl that year. 

How did my colleague and my predecessor fulfil 
their pledge to the pubjic? Did they obey, or re 
sign? Let the records of this Senate speak. 

But the Legislature of that year gave them leave 
to imparl for one year. . They did not instract. 

In October, 1835, a new election for members of 
the Legislature took place, whose duty it was to 
appoint a Senator in the place of my predecessor, 
whose time expired on the 3d of March following. 

It is well known to the people of New. Jersey 
that the name of my predecessor and my own were 
put before the people of New Jersey as opposing 
candidates for that office, and both were put in no- 
mination by the Whig party. I, sir, was not se- 
lected for any particular affection which they en- 
tertained for me, but to gratify other feelings. I 
was held up before the public in such odious co- 
lors that I had not the option of declining the high 
honor, had I been disposed to do so, without com- 
promitting my own honor and character, and that 
of my party. - Sir, I should not have been a can- 
didate at that time had I been left to my own volj- 
tion, although it was the only office I desired: my 
own affairs required my attention. I became thus 
the representative of the principles of the instruc- 
tions of 1834, and the friends of those principles 
triumphed by a Jarge majority. The question was 
submitted directly to the people, and they gave 
judgment. Jam here to carry it into effect. 

The Legislature of 1835, the same which elected 
me as Scnator on the 7th of November, 1835, 
passed the following resolutions: 

“Whereas, in all representative Governments, the sovereign- 
ty of the people is an indisputable truth: they havea right, and 
itis their duty, upon all proper occasions, to instruct their re- 
presentativesin the duties which they require them to perform. 
Therefore: 

l- Beit resolecd, by the Council and General Assembly of 
the Siate of New Jersey, That our Senators in Congress be, 
and they are hereby, insirucied, to vote for, and use their influ- 
ence to have expunged from the journal of the United States 
Senate the resojution passed on the 28th day of March, 1834, de- 
claring “that the President, in the late executive proceedings 
in relation to the public revenue, had assumed upon himself 
authority and pewer not conferred by the Constitution and 
laws, but in derogation of both: the same having passed that 
body without warrantof law. $ 4 

2, Resolved, That our Senators in. Congress, be, and they 
are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives ir, Congress te- 
quested, to vote against the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, and against the chartering any other bank or similar 
institution. i g k 

3. Resolved, Thatthe particular attention cf our Senators be 
called to the foregoing resolutions, and that they be respectfully 
requested to conform thereto, or resign their seats in the Senaie 


ofthe United States. : ie 
4. Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 


gress be requested to lay before Congress the foregoing reso- 
lutions. se 

5. Resolved, That the Governor of this Stais be requested to 
forward a copy of the above resolutions to each of our Senators 
and Represetatives in Congress, at the opening of the next 
session.” 

I came here, Mr. President, with these instruc- 
tions in my hand, coming fresh from the people, 
and iterated and reiterated both by the people and the 
Legislature. -What were they, su? That the peo- 
ple and Legislature of New Jersey had, unqualified 
confidénce in the-integrity and firmness of General 
Jackson, and in his purity of purpose, and elevated 
motives. That the Bank of the United States had 
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disturbed the currency of the country, and scattered 
distress and ruin throughout the community, and 
ought not to be rechartered. That the removal of 
the deposiles was constitulidnal, and required by, the 
public good, and that the Senators óf. New. Jersey 
were required to sustain, by their voles, the ¢ : 
adopted by the Secretary of the Treasury in relation 
to the Bank of the United Sates, and the deposites 
of the Government money: = 0 oo l Laa, 

After these first instruccions were received, on 
the twenty-eighth of March, 1834, my. honorable” 
predecessor and my colleague voted directly in the 
face of them “that the President, in the late Execu- 
tive proceedings in relation to the public revenue, 
had assumed upon himself authority and power 
not conferred by the Constitution and laws, but in 
derogation of both.” 5 

The resolutions of 1835 instructed the Senators 
to vote for expunging that resolution, as mot . war- 
ranted by law. Ithad been passed by those Sena- 
tors in defiance of the clear and decided expression 
of the people and Legislature of New Jersey, under 
the assumption, by the Senators, that it was not in 
The people 
and the Legislature desired them, if they could not 
obey, to resign. Although pledged to resign in 
snch an event, they would neither obey nor resign. 
New Jersey then had no voice on this floor, though 
she spoke in instructions. Where was then the 
solicitude of the honorable Senators from. Ken- 
tucky, and the other Senators on this floor, who 
now manifest such sympathy for the voice of the 
people of New Jersey? . Their eloquent. tongues 
were mute, if not engaged in furnishing arguments 
to color disobedience and contumacy. 

Sir, we have seen that the recusant Senators took 
issue before the people of New Jersey upon these 
great questions; that they pledged themselves to 
abide the verdict and judgment of that tribunal, 
and surrefider their offices if it passed against them. 
Did they du so? No, sir; and what was the ground 
assumed hy my colleague to justify his non-fulfil- 
ment of his pledge? It was, that instructions were 
not binding, and that the instruction te expunge 
was unconstitutional. But he had estopped him- 
self from making any such defence. - In his inau- 
gural address as Governor of New Jersey, made on 
the 29th of October, 1834, a part of which L have 
read to you, as if 49 provide fer the very case, he 
declares, in speaking of constitutional obligations: 

“But my own judgment is not to be deemed infallible, ‘The 
will of the officer is not the Constitution. The people of New 
Jersey made the Constitution. They havea right to say what 
was their meaning; and when they have said it, either by them- 
selves or their constitutional agents, theirdecision is binding 
even upon the consciences of those who have to act for (hem. 
li there be error in the decision, the remedy is not to be found 
in disobeying or disregarding it, but by seeking in the proper 
channel, and from the proper source, a correction of the error. 
A different course savors of presumption, It is unbecoming in 
him who is but a fiduciary, whose office was not created for 
him and for his benefit, but for them and their interests—is but 
an agency under the people, the great principal." 

This, Mr. President, is the history of the doc- 
trine of instruction in New Jersey, as believed in, 
and practiced by both partics. My honorable col- 
league was supposed to be the founder of that 
school, but he treats his scholars very much as 
the Prince of Denmark treated the courtier Po- 
lonius. Insiructions are likea cloud, which first 
assumes the shape of a camel, then a weasel, and 
finally, ‘is very much like a whale.” 

But, sir, his school is not original; he has 
undoubtedly borrowed from the horn book of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] 
who says that he believes in instructions under 
certain qual:fications. What those qualifications 
were he has not told us; but it is fair to infer, from 
his practice, that the qualification is, when he likes 
them, or when they please him. 

Mr. President, upon the subject of instructions, 
ĮI acknowledge ‘that my colleague has the advan- 
tage of me. He is the best instructed Senator in 
this body, and if he obeys resointions, itis claimed 
asa meritjandif he disobeys plain, positive in- 
structions, stands recusant fer three years, promises 
obedience, aud then again disobeys, it is such high 
meritas to entitle him to the thanks of the Le- 
gislature,” for his untiring and able defence of the 
rights of the State and the people.” Sir, upon the 
subject of ins:ructions, he is clothed with popish 
infallibility, while I for obeying am lo be doomed 
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to infamy, and to be delivered over to. the barkings 
of “ Tray, Blanche, and Sweetheart,” and all the 
cur dogs of the press, and libelled by the toasts of 
New York renegade loco focos. | ; 

But, Mr. President, it is said that I have been 
instructed substantially. .Now who pretends that 
declaratory resolutions and instructions are the 
same. Are they the men who believe in’ instruc- 
tions?’ No, sir, no. They are men who do not be- 
lieve in it themselves, but they attempt to fashion 
a belief for others. They are like blind men dis- 
coursing of colors. “De non apparentibus et non 
existentibus eadem ést ratio.” “A wink is as good as 
a nod to a blind man.” I protest against the right 
of such men to prescribe a creed for me. An in- 
fidel is not a safe teacher of the doctrines of Chris- 
tian sects. On this subject I claim the privilege 
of being bound by my own creed, and the creed of 
my friends, so far as I have adopted it; and that my 
consistency should be determined by its conformity 
to such creeds. I mean not to impose a creed on 
others, but I do claim the privilege of forming my 
own., 

Now, sir, what is my creed on this subject? The 
only one that I have publicly avowed is, that the 
representative is the constitutional organ of the 
public will in the choice of President and Vice 
President, and that he is bound to conform to the 
voice cf his constituents when lawfully expressed; 
and that he cannot look behind the electoral record 
Upon this subject I may claim the merit of consis- 
tency, however heterodox my creed may be in a 
case where all my feelings and personal preferences 
were in opposition to the choice of my constituents. 
l allude, Mr. President, to the occasion when I was 
so unfortunate as to be compelled, by my adherence 
to that creed, to record my vote for another, in- 
stead of yourself, for the place you: now fill. Much 
misunderstanding prevailed on that subject, and I 
was complimented by a respectable clergyman in 
my neighborhood for my independence. I wrote 
him a letter on that occasion, which I ask the per- 
mission of the Senate to read, as it will best explain 
my views in respect to my representative duty. 
(Here several Senators called out, * permission! 
read it”] Mr. W. resumed. I am grateful for 
the permission. The leter is addressed to the Rev. 
Mr. John Plotts, at Monnt Hotty, and is dated, and 
was written, in this Chamber, on the 17th of Febru- 
ary, 1837. 

"Youre of the Lth instant was received by me this morning; 
awl prevent any misconccpiion of my vote for Mr. Granger, 
l hasten to answer it. My vote was not given for Mr. Granger 
because I had any scruples abuut voung fur Col. Johnson. On 
the contrary, Co}. Johnsou was my choice. 1 voted for him at 
the electoral election. That vote was my own. I believed 
that Col. Johuson was a brave, patriotic citizen, who was 
bagely slandered by his polineal opponents, who would have 
taken him up as their candidate for the Presidency, could he 
have been mduced to fend himself to their purposes, We 
should not then have heard any thing about the dark stain. 
Col. Johnson, throughout a political excitement unparaiieled in 
our country, bad for more than twenty years stood tirm in the 
confidence of his constituents, triwnphing at times over the po- 
litical majority of his opponents. dle had been honored by the 
confidence of his State; and I thought these repeated evidences 
of the gontidence and good opinion of his nelghbors and fellow- 
Citizens were entidled to more reliauce thi the abuse of those 
who were striving to gain vifice by traducing bhim Those 
charges did not move me, although I was aware that they did 
move many goud men. F know the bitterness and the falsity of 
party malgnity; and if Col. Johuson was not free from errors, 
Uf he was not perlect, he possessed the love, confilence, and 
respect of his neighbors, who knew him best; and hie services 
to his country, his gallantty, and his pure devotion to the prin- 
ciples of our institutions, gave him a preference, in my judg- 
ment, over Mr. Granger, who was chiefly distinguished for tus 
support of Antimasonie principles. . : 

“ But, sir, having given a voie for Col. Johnson as an indivi- 
dual, E was called on asa Senator to choose between the two 
highest candidates for the office of Vice President, returned by 
the electors of the United States. My choice was restricted to 
two; in making it, I thought I was not to act individually, bur 
as arepresentauve. Of whom? [thonght, of the people of New 
dorsey, for the Constitutionof the United States does not re- 
cognise the Legislatures of the S:ates in choosing Presidents and 
Vice Presidents, and if I was not the representative of the peo- 
ple, I was a representative without a constituent, which 
wouk! be an absurdity. Ithought the Constitution ofthe Uni- 
ted States gives the choice of President and Vice Presiaent 
primarily to the people of the States numencally; if they fail 
in choosing a President, the selection from the three highest re- 
turned by the people, devolves on the States as States represent- 
ed in the House of Representatives. I though: in thatcase, the 
representatives would be bound in the first instance toconforin'to 
the electoral vote of their States; that this was necessary upon the 
principles of our Constitution, which enables the small States thus 
10 protect themselves from the overwheming force of numbers 
in the large States; thatit resulted from the very nature of re- 
piesentative Government, which makes use OT agents to Carry 
into effect the will of ihe people, not. thelr own. Hence, also, 
results the doctrine of instruction and obedience. F believe 
that where the opinion of the people is fairly and constitution- 


ally expreased, that the agent is bound to obey; that although 
this doctrine of instruction hag its limits and restrictions, and 
the duty of obedience may be controlled by cireumstances, yet 
that those exceptions only proved tho general rule, and here 
wasa Case clear of all dimeulty. If the people have any right, 
it is clearly the right to choose a President and Vice President, 
and that right is not forfeited by a failure to choose in one 
mode, but i, lives throughout the other mode, although in 
choosing a Vice President the Senators act numerically; this 
does not make a substantial difference, as they are the repre- 
sentatives of the States, in their very creation; and ax the Vice 
President may becawe President, | thought I was bound to give 
the voice of the people of the Siate 1 represent, not my own, 
on this è on. Had J found ihat my seruples on this subject 
were disregarded by others, so as to destroy the prineiple on 


which ] acted, Ishould have had the Brmnees and judgment in| 


that case to set ag became an American Senator. Nothing 
of the kind occurret, Six Senators stood as T did, with 
the choice of their constiuents opposed to tho feelings 
of their party friends. Five of them were Whigs; twa of those 
voted with their constituents, three of them according to their 
own Views. ‘There was one Jackson Senator in the position I 
oveapied, He voted for Colanet Johnson. ‘There war then a 
balance of two Whig votes against their constituenta; still, how- 
ever, the voice af the people af the States triumphed. So 
situated, Iwas called on to vote. 1 voted as the people of New 
Jersey, through their electors, voted, I did not think that F 
was at liberty to look behind the record of the electoral vote, 
although it was a trifling, and, T thought, an accidental majo- 
rity. Sdil, however, Lthought my vote belonged to the people 
of New Jersey, and TP gave their vote, not mine. This is in 
accardauce wih my own principles, and the principles and 
professions of my party. Pam not willing to preach one thing 
and practice another. 1 was aware that this vote would sub- 
ject me to censure on both aides; butt have entire confidence in 
the good sense and honesty of my constituents, and that even 
these who difter with me will domo the justice to believe that 
I acted consistently with my own principles and those of my 
arty. 

l “Eam not insensible of the value vf the good opinion of yonr- 
aelh and, although it is manifestthat we eifler in some respects. 
I cannot consent to leave you in any error as to the motives of 
my conduct or to chann a merit which Tdo not deserve.” 


So much, sir, for my conduct on this occasion. 

2. My party in New Jersey have declared that 
it is the wuloubted right of the Legislatures of the 
several States to instruct those who represent their 
interests in the councils of the nation in all matters 
which intimately concern the publie weal, and may 
affect the happiness or well being of the people, 

Itisdue to myself and to truth, Mr. President, 
to declare that I was not consulted in relation to 
the instructions of 1834 or 1835; but they were 
hoth introduced and passed without consulting me. 
The doctrine which they contain has, however, my 
approbation. I believe that, according to the theory 
of our institutions, the Legislatures have the right 
to instruct Senators, becanse they are the imme- 
diate constituents of the Senators, and the right of 
instruction belongs to, and results from, the very 
nature of representative Government and constitu- 
ency. The Legislatures may instruct Senators, and 
the people may instruct legislators. But I do not 
believe that the Legislature is chosen to convey the 
opinioss of the people—the common principal both 
of Senators and State legislators—to Senators, in 
any other way than instructions. ‘They may con- 
vey their own commands, in the way of instruc- 
tions, to Senators, in all matters which inti- 
mately concern the public weal, or affect the 
happiness and well being of the people. They 
then assume the responsibility of the act which 
they command to be done, and make it their 
own act, and not the aet of the Senator, 
and transfer all responsibility from the Senator 
to themselves, They discharge the Senator from 
responsibility to their common principal,and assume 
it themselves. But I do not, and never did, hold 
the doctrine of passive obedience and non-resis- 
tance. Ifa Legislature instructs me to do what 1 
think will not promote the common weal and the 
happiness and well-being of the people, I shall here 


tell them so, and make known my opinion to our 


common master, the people; cast the responsibility 
upon them, where it does. and ought to rest, and 
leave it for the people, in whose capacity for self- 
government I have full confidence, to decide be- 
tween their common agents. But I shall obey the 
instructions of the Legislature when they are clear- 
ly given. Sir, in declaring this, I also feel bound 
to say that I do not believe that the people of New 
Jersey selected their Legislature to think for me, to 
reason fur me, to believe for me, or to impose their 
political ereeds upon me. They are a high-minded 
and generous people, and they mean to be represent- 
ed, both here and in their own Legislature, 
by high-minded and honorable agents. They 
knew that when they selected members of the 
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Legislature, they clothed them with the power of | 


commanding their Senators; but if they did com- 
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mand, it was upon’ their. assuming the ‘responsi 
bility of the act commanded tobe done, and ab- 
solving the Senators from any responsibility. to the 
people. But, sir,..the people of New Jersey did 
not know and didnot believe that a Legislature 
would be found that would. meanly shrink from 
their proper responsibility .of. commanding... what 
they thought the public interest required, and put 


-forth theit own wishes as-the wishes of the. people. 


The people know how to speak their own wishes 
‘and opinions in their own way, andin the consti- 
tutional. mode. I have always repudiated the 
doctrine which those who do not believe in instruc- 
tions put forth to disgrace the doctrine of instiuc- 
tions—that every election for a constable or other 
local officer, or for every member of the Legisla- 
ture, is an instruction,to the agent of the people in 
the National Legislature—that the representatives 
of the people here are to become political automa- 
tons, weathercocks, and turn north, east, west, or 
south, as such elections should pojnt. — 

Mr. President, while I acknowledge the duty 
of obedience to instructions, it. is right for me 
to say that I do not acknowledge the right of 
the Legislature to play with it as wax, and to 
mould it to any form. I will not be made 
the instrument of its abuse, nor shall it be pros- 
tituted to fraudulent purposes through my. aid. 
I am no Jew, and do not believe that if my enemy 
disregards the Sabbath and makes war on me on 
that day, that the command to keep it holy forbids 
self-defence. Inow annonnee that,. if those who 
do not ‘believe in the doctrine of instruction, but 
trample it in the dust and laugh itto scorn, attempt 
to destroy my political friends and, principles by 
fraudulently availing themselves of our reverence 
for that doctrine, that they will not find me dis- 
armed or unprepared for defence. 1 will not lend 
myself to any purpose to make the doctrine a 
sword for its enemies to destroy its friends, or a 
shield to save the enemies of the doctrine from all 
possibility of hazard. If they mean to’ blow hot 
and cold, they must select some other person to try 
that experiment upon. Now, Mr. President, let 
us see what the resolutions of the Legislature of 
New Jersey are, which are said to want only the 
little word instruct to make them instructions, .So 
a statue may be said only to.want vitality to make 
it speak. With your permission I will read them : 

“Whereas itis the. right ‘aad duty of the people to express 
their opinions in relation to public. measures; and whereas the 
peculiar and embarrassed condition of our public affairs loud- 
ly demands an expression of the sentiments of the people of 
New Jersey. Therefore, 

“Be it resolved by the Council and General Assembly of 
this State, That it is the constitutional right aud duty of 
Congress to provide for the safe-keeping and disposition of the - 
public treasure; and any act of the Executive, whereby it is 
removed frum the custody of those to whom Congress have 
confided it, is a violation of law, and a dangerous abuse.of 
power. F : 

2 And be it resolved, That the resolution of the Senate of 
the United States, ofthe twenty eighth of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, which 
declarés that “the President, in the Jate Executive proceedings 
in relation to the public revenue, assumed authority and power 


vot conferred by the Goustitutioa and laws, but in derogation of 
both,” meets the decided approbation of this Legislature; and 


we regard the expunging of that resolution {rom the journal of 
the ato, as an open infraction of one of the plainest provi- 


sions of the Constitution, and of most dangerous tendency. 

3. And Ge it resolved, ‘vat the claim and practice of the 
National Execuuve, which regard all executive officers, and 
especially those to whom the public moneys are entrusted by 
law, as the mere agents of the President, whom he may on all 
occasions control and dismiss at his pleasure, are inconsistent 
with the Republican principles of our institutions, an assump- 
tion of regal prerogative, and tend to the establishment of arbi- 
trary Government. : 

4 And be it resolved, That tke circular letter from the Trea- 
sury Department, kuown as the “Specie circular,” and issued 
by direcuon ofthe Executive, was not justified by law, inexpe- 
dient in relation to the currency of the country, unjust in iis 
operation on different sections of the Union,.and in violation of 
the constitutional rights ofthe States and the people. 

“5. And be it resolved, That the removal of the public 
moneys Irom the deposite m which the Jaw- of ‘the land re- 
quired them to be kept, and where they were safe and available 
at all times; their deposite in banks, notselected or authorized 
by Congress, or capable of performing the duties of fiscal 
agents of the Government; the encouragement to them by the 
administratiou‘to enlarge their discounts and circulation, and in 
crease the paper money of the country; the countenance given 
to the creation of an immense amount of new banking capital 
by the States; the unnecessary, unwise, and forced importations 
of specie froin countries to. which our own wes indebted, ard 
to which, by the operations of commerce, it. nYust be restored; 
and the refusal to receive the ordinary circulating meding for 
dues to the Government constitute a succession o, acts founded 
in ignorance of the condition and interests of the country, whose 
inevitable tendency was to derange the business and exchanges 
of the diferent portions of the Union, create distrust, embatrass 


j evcry branch of industry, destroy the prosperity of the country 
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aad oppress the laboring classes. of the community; and that, iu 
the opinion of the people of this State, these acts of the Govern- 
ment have d.stroyed the business of the nation, and are the im- 
mediate causes of the depreciated state of our circulating me 

dium, and of the universal distress of the community. _ 

“6. And be it resolved, That the recent act of Congress, 
founded on the recommendation of the President, which with- 
holds from the States nine millions of ‘dollars, which had. been 
pledged to them, disappornted the just. expectations of the 
Sates, and was an unjust and unnecessary violation of faith, 
leading to conserjuences injurious to the States and the people. 

7. And be it resolved, That the issue. of ten millions of 


Treasury drafis to enable the Government to meet the expenses _ 


of its Administration, is evidence of a wanton waste of the 
abundant révenues and resources, an unnecessary addition to 
the paper money of the country, and a violation of the profes- 
sions and promises which. have been made tothe people. . 

“8. And beit resolced, That this Legislature look with alarm 
to the measures proposed and urged by the present National 
Executive, and in the name, and on the behalfof the people of 
this State, do most earnestly and solemnly protest against— 

“Ist. The adoption of what is-usually called the Sub-Treasa- 


ry scheme, whereby all the publictreasure will be in the hands — 


uf the officers of the Government, to be kept and dis- 
bursed by them; will be unsafe; may be used for party and 
corrupt purposes; and will augment the Executive power toa 
dangerous extent, inasmuch asthe control of the whole treasure 
of the nation will, by the power of appointment and removal, 
be in the hands ef the President alone. 

“24. The establishmentof the principle and practice of com- 
yelling all dues to the Government, and ali debts from the Go- 
vernment, to be paid in specie alone, because it will enable the 
Government to obtain possession ot a large proportion of the 
specie of the country, and. thereby contro! at pleasure, and 
destroy, the circulating medium, creaed by the States; and it 
also establishes a most odious distinction between the people 
and those who hold: public office, inasmuch as the. latter wil} 
receive for their salaries, and in payment for their services, 
gold and silver, while the labor of the peoplé must be paid for 
In leas valuable paper, which the conduct of the Government 
will more and more depreciate, and render worthless. 

“3d. The passage of a special bankrupt law, applicable to 
State banks, because it violates the spirit of the Constitution of 
the United States, is partial in its application, and interferes 
with the acknowledged rights of the States; inasmuch as it as- 
sumes to the General Government the power to dictate the 
terms on which corporations created by the States shall be regu- 
tated and destroyed. 

“9. And be it resolved, That we regard these measures as 
ruinous to the best interests of our country, and dangerous to 
the existence of our Republican institutions; and we declare 
our solerm conviction, that they are decidedly disapproved b 
the people of this State; and thet our representatives in both 
iousesof Congress will best conform their acis and votes to 
ie wishes of their constituents, by a faithful resistance to their 
adoption. . it ; p ‘ 

10. And bè it resolved, That in his unwavering opposition 
to all the foregoing measures, his patriotic and eloquent mp 
port of the above recited resolùtion, ~and his untiring and able 
defence of the rights and interests of the States and the people, 
the Hon. Samuel L. Southard has discharged the duties of the 
statesman andthe patriot, and entitled himself to our highest 
respect and warmest gratitude. 

“li, And be it resolved, That the conduct of the Representa- 
tives of this State, in the present House of Representatives, 
merits and receives our decided and hearty approval. 

“12. And be tt resolved, Tnat the Governor be required to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, with a request to present the same 
to both House |? e , 

No man, sir, will seriously pretend that these are 
instructions. They are the mere declaration of 
what the Legislature. profess to believe to be the 
voice of the people of New Jersey, respecting the 
policy of the General Government. . They contain 
no commands, there is no manly assumption of re- 
sponsibility; no generous confidence in avowing 
these opinions, which relieves the agents of the peo- 
ple here from their. responsibility to the people. 
‘Why did they not instruct, if they so meant? Was 
it because they were ignorant of the difference be- 

. tween instructions conveying the commands of the 
Legislature, and resolutions professing to declare the 
opinions of the people? I have shown that the re- 
cords of the Legislature abound with precedents. 
Was it because they considered’ them identical? 
I have shown that Whig Legislatures instruct 
when they so mean. Was it because they could 
not instruct without trampling upon the reputation 
of the Senator whom they meant to applaud? If 
so, it ought to have admonished them not to play 
with edged tools. But why speculate on this sub- 
ject? I turn to the tenth resolution, which applauds 
the conduct of my colleague as a statesman and a 
patnot, as one which 1 view as decisive upon the 
subject. I ask, sir, could any Legislature be found 
that would, in the same breath, give instructions 
to Senators, and, in the same breath, pour out un- 
measured praise upon a Senator who had stood, 
for more than three years, in open, repeated, and 
yenewed, disobedience to the instructions of the 
Legilsature and the voice of the people of New 
Jersey; who had the presumption to appeal from the 
Legislature to the people; who had had two fair 
trials, both before the Legislature and the people, 
had promised obedience, and had, after all, dis- 
obeyed? Why, sir, it is a degree of inconsistency 


that amounts to fatuity. By the benign princi- 


‘ples of the common law, no man ean be permitted 


to stultify himself; and the Legislature of the State 
which I have, in part, the honor to represent, shall 
not do se, with my consent. My honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bocnanan] may look to 
the immunitics of legislative bodies on the other 
side of the Delaware. It is no concern of. mine. 

Yes, sir; I take as deep an interest in that tenth 
resolution as my colleague can, although it was 
designed exclusiyely for his honor. It is my pro- 
tection. It is at once an estoppel against these re- 
solutions being set up as instructions and a letter of 
license to me. 

View them as instructions, or as intended to ope- 
rate on me, and in whata disgraceful position do 
they place the Legislatare of New Jersey! How 
will they dare to look a generous, high-minded, 
and confiding constituency in the face? This con- 
struction assumes that they meant to dishonor the 
voice of the people by applauding him who diso- 
beyed it; to dishonor legislative instructions, by 
holding out legislative honors to disobedience; that 
they dare not, out of tenderness to their friends, 
manfully express what they meant, or that the con- 
duet of those friends. had constrained them “to 
palter in a double sense”—to attempt by indiree- 
tion what they had not the manliness to do direct- 
ly; in short, sir, it assumes that they would not in- 
struct, because they. knew I would obey, and thus 
defeat malignity. And therefore they fraudulently 
contrived resolutions which they knew were not 
instructions, but intended to wear the form, without 
the substance, and this place both my colleague 
and myself in false positions, and let loose upon 
me the cur dogs of party. 

- Mr. President, I do not view these resolutions 
as instructions. I cannet do so without stamping 
the Legislature with fraud and dishonor. [ shall 
con¥nue in that opinion until some one of that 
‘Legislature avows that they were so meant, under 
his own name, and I will then bring him before the 
tribunal of our masters to answer for the fraudu- 
lent use and abuse of legislauve trust, 

That. these resolutions were not designed as 
instructions to me, is further confirmed by the his- 
tory of the day. Itis well known that the poetical 
gentleman who introduced them, and who, no 
doubt, considered that he held in the breath of his 
nostrils the issues of death and immortality, would 
not even “breathe my name,” but committed it to 
the awful punishment of letting it “rest in the 
shade.” He would not suffer iteven to be treathed 
in connection with these immortal resolutions, 
Another, and a conclusive, reason why they were 
not designed as instructions, is, that both the Le- 
gislature and the people of New Jersey had, on 


“two different occasions, sanctioned and confirmed 


that part of the policy of the General Govern- 
ment which related to the administration of 
General Jackson—the removal of the deposites, 
the taking the moneys of the United States from 
the use of the United States Bank, and repudiated 
the resolution of the Senate of the twenty-eighth 
of March, 1834, as not warranted by law, and 
commanded their Senators to vote for expunging 
that resolution. In fact, all the measures repudi- 
ated by the resolutions in question had been pre- 
viously sanctioned by the people of New Jersey. 
If it were true, which I do not believe, thal the 
people had changed their mind on the subject, I do 
not believe that the people who selected me as Se- 
nator, and at the same time commanded me to ex- 
punge that resolution, would afterwards disavow 
the act, censure me for my obedience, and shower 
thanks upon my colleague for disobedience. What 
could purify the doctrine of instruction from such 
disgrace, contempt, and infamy? 

Sir, I have another reason for believing that 
these resolutions were not designed as instructions, 
and that arises from my modesty. I do not be- 
lieve that the Legislature intended to put me on 
the road to honor by these resolutions ; to place me 
in the way of entitling myself to Legislative thanks, 
by the merit of disobedience. Do you not perceive, 
sir, that if my colleagae obtains honors by disobe- 
dience to instructions, that disobedience is merit, 
and that I can win honor in the same way? Surely, 
sir, it would be doubting the justice of the Legisla- 
ture to suspect that, if disobedience was meritorious 


in my colleague, it could be less so in me. No 
Legislature would render itself odious. by making 
fish of one and flesh of another Senator. j 

No, sir: they aré not, and were not designed to 
be instructions: They are simply a Whig creed. 
Itis well known, sir, that that party is composed of 
discordant’ and heterogeneous materials; and they 
want a common standard for action here and at 
home. They applaud their representatives in Con- 
gress for their conduct at the extra session in doing 
nothing, and opposing every thing. Here they pre- 
sent them a little book for their future guide, in 
their ardnous duties of opposition. Now, sir, this 
creed teaches me to believe that every thing that 
General Jackson has done for the whole period of 
his administration, and every thing that his succes- 


sor has recommended, or will recommend, is 


wrong. Sir, I have a very great respect for the 
Legislature of my native State, and the gentlemen 
who compose it; but they must excuse me. They 
believe too much for me: I cannot believe up te 
their standard. Besides, sir, 1 have just enough of 
the Quaker blood in my veins to reject- creeds 
which are made for me. Ido not believe in the 
right of any body of men to frame and fashion a 
political creed for me, or to order a faith for me. I 
look upon my own faith as best, and shall hold on 
to.it until better advised. 

Sir, we have heard much of the spoils party. It 
has been a fruitful subject of declamation; but the 
great Whig party, while they condemn it, adopt it. 
Wherever they get power they make a cleansweep 
from the highest to the lowest, and they reward the 
faithful. My own Legislature, I understand, did 
a snug business in that way, relieving the dis- 
tresses of some eight hundred or a thousand of the 
new recruits in the ranks of the spoils party. Bat 
the effort to impose a creed on the vanquished, is 
going one step beyond the atrocities of the odious 
spoils party. Not content with stripping all those 
of office whom they can, (for when did they ever 
spare a victim,) here is an avowed effort to make 
those who are beyond their reach undergo the 1gno- 
minious punishment of the yoke; an attempt to 
impose a creed upon them—itv make them put on 
their livery and get up behind their triumphant 
coach. I will wear no livery but that of the people. 

Mr. President, this altempt by the victors to im- 
pose a creed upon the vanquished, is a novelty. 
Iris not Republican, for Republicanism teaches 
“that error of opinion may be tolerated while rea- 
son. is left free to combat it.” Itis not Christian, 
for Christianity teaches charity. Itis the Mahom- 
etan and Turkish creed which is now sought:to be 
interpolated in the politics of the country; a creed 
which teaches that to the victors belong not only 
the spoils, but also the right of imposing their ereed 
upon the vanquished. I am not prepared to turn 
Turk. I shall remain true to my friends and my 
country. 

I sincerely thank the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, and the other Senators who have mani- 
fested such zeal for my conversion. I have no 
doubt it arose from the most kindly feelings to pro- 
pagate the true faith on the doctrine of instructions; 
and I would therefore recommend that they should 
unite their efforts upon the honorable Senator irom 
South Carolina, [Mr. Preston] who is in the same 
unfortunate situation with myself. If he sheuld 
become their neophyte, I will think of beginning to 
take lessons from my honorable colleague. I will 
owe my conversion to no other hands. 

Mr. President, I have a few remarks more, and 
I will cease to tax your patience. It is always with 
unaffected reluctance that I speak about myself. I 
am, however, compelled to do so. 


The distinguished Senator from Kentueky, [Mr. 
Cray,] who plays many parts here, and always 
with eminent ability, the other day, in striking at 
friends and foes, spoke of my Federalism ; and my 
honorable colleague has alluded to it in a manner 
too significant to be misunderstood. What do 
these Senators mean by such allusions? Do they 
mean that it is an eternal reproach, an indelible 
mark of disgrace, to have belonged to the Federal 
party? If that istheir meaning, let them proclaim 
itin New Jersey, and they will soon find that they 
lose more than two-thirds of their supporters. If 
they drive from their ranks the Federalists, as 
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uaworthy of association, they will be left with the 
Skeleton of a party. Do they mean it as a reproach 
tome? I am willing to bear it. - Here; sir, in the 
presence of the American people, -I avow. that I 
was a Federalist, and acted. with that party zea- 
lously and actively, so long as their flag waved in 
New Jersey. Standing here, as it were, with the 
eyes of. the immortal Father. of his Country—the 
head and leader of the party to which I belonged— 
intently fixed upon me, [should be unworthy of my 
present honorable position, if I hesitated to make ihe 
avowal. Sir, itis an honor to any one to. have. been 
a humble follower of the purest and most wnsul- 
lied Democrat that ever lived. | Who, sir, were 
the leaders of the New Jersey Federalists? For, 
sir, I hold myself answerable only for their sins 
and my own.. I reject all imputative. sins, They 
were the men whose Democracy was tried by the 
fires of the Revelution, who had assisted in that 
glorious struggle in the field and in the cabinet 
and in forming the Constitutions which now support 
our liberties, They were talented, high-minded, 
and honorable, and, above all, they were eminent- 
ly American and patriotic. © When I arrived at 
manhood I found them: prostrate, in a hopeless mi- 
nority, and crushed by what I considered an oli- 
garchy, whose claims for Democracy were not 
equal to those cf the Federalists whoin they ex- 
pelled from power, 

Sir, the Federal party, while it existed in New 
Jersey, after I became of age, never had but one 
year of power. They have few sins. of commis- 
sign to answer for. They stood in opposition, and 
I stood with them, side by side, until aller the de- 
claration of the late war, and the invasion of the 
country by the British.  U thought then, and still 
think, that although there bad been abundant 
cause for war from the time of the attack on the 
Chesapeake, that it was declared rashly, and that 
the Goverement had not done its duty in putting 
the country in a state of defence. But, sir, when 
the country was invaded, I thought it the duty of 
every. man to. go for the county, 

Thad hoped, sir, to have seen the venerable man, 
who was at that time the Jeader of the Federal par- 
ty in New Jersey, (and a more patriotic, heroic, 
and American heart beats not in any bosom,)in the 


place which he has occupied for several days in this 


Chamber, [Col. Qupen.} And he could have told 
you what were my feelings and sentimenis then, 
Sir, the Federalisis of New Jersey were Americans 
and patriots, lhad the honor of commanding in 
camp during the late war a company composed ex- 
clusively of Tederalists, and it is due to them to 
say, that among their gallant associates they had 
no superiors in patriotism, and every quality 
that becomes an American soldier, ‘There, sir, 
l was brought in close connection with De- 
mocrats, and found in truth what Mr. Jef- 
ferson had declared, “ihat we were all Fede- 
ralists, all Republicans.” Shortly after the war 
the Federalists in New Jersey struck their flag 
by their own hands, and voluntarily disbanded. 1 
remained with them with unshaken fidelity until 
that time, although some differed with me, no doubt 
honestly, as to the course I had taken in the war. 
‘We were conquered, sir, by our friends, not by our 
foes. But not by our friends in New Jersey. There, 
sir, we, furled our flag with our own hanis, still 
bearing the national stripes and stars nndisgraced. 
The era of good feeling commenced with Mr. 
Monroe’s administration. The friends of internal 
improvement. in New Jersey were about com- 
mencing those great works which will immortal- 
ize them, and. which has given to the State such 
prosperity. My feeble exertions were invoked 
in that cause, and I entered. the Legislature 
as a representative of one of the most Demo- 
eratic counties in the State. Party feeling 
was calmed and subdued for svveral years. The 
time came, however, when the principles which 
are always working in Republican Governments, 
were about io exhibit themselves in new forms. 
New parties were formed. [had been discharged 
from all parties by the voluntary disbanding of 
the party to which I belonged. ‘I had remained 
nentral for years. When I thought the proper mo- 
ment had arrived, L rook “ my musket, caruidge- 
box, and shot pouch,” and. entered the caucus, the 
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great Wittenagemotte of the Democracy of. Hun- 
terdon county. But I did not go “solitary and 
alone.” Those who ‘had stood side by side with 
me in my course during the Jate war, went with 
me. 
same objection that has been made here. I 
did not meet that objection by denial, but 
Justification. I told them that I had drawn 
my Federalism from the principles of the 
Revolution, the Constitution of the United States, 
and Washington's Farewell Address. The De- 
mocrats found that my Federalism and their De- 
mocracy did not differ much, and that difference 
related to the past, and they honored me with their 
confidence. Sir, I have never abused that. con- 
fidence, and the last pulse which beats in my 
bosom will be in gratitude for their favors, and in 
devotion to. their servize. 

Sir, I entered the Democratic ranks, not as a 


deserter, for I left no party, but as an American citi- - 


zen should meet his fellows, conscious of the purity 
of his own purposes; and I was received and treated 
with a confidence equal to that which I had evinced, 
It required no sacrifice on either side to cement 
our nnion. 

Sir, I never joined any party, but when it was 
in a minority, nor have I ever asked of any party 
with which I acted as much as they im their bounty 
were willing to bestow. I have never deserted 
either party or friends; nor,sir, have they been 
importuned, distracted, or weakened, to promote 
my ambition or interest. 

My colleague, with some scorn; speaks of mo- 
dern Democracy, and says that he went to bed one 
night a Democrat, and rose the next morning a Fe- 
deralist. Sir, if such a sudden metamorphose took 
place, his democracy must have been composed of 
“such stall as dreams are made of '—“hike sha- 
dows it came, and like shadows it departed.” My 
democracy, however modern it may be, neither 
came so suddenly, nor will it, I hope, be so eva- 
nescent. [admit that my democracy is a plant of 
slow growth; it neither came up ina night, nor will 
it he found withered in the morning. It resulted 
from reflection, experience, and the conquest over 
error and prejudice; and J hope that, like all plants of 
slow growth, it will be the more enduring. I have no 
pretensions to that wielious Democracy which arises 
from hereditary descent. } cannot boast that “I was 
born in the purple.” Flereditary Democracy sa- 
vors rather of Arstocracy, and, Hke hereditary pro- 
perty, is apt to be dissipated. Unfortunately for 
me, my father died before the formation of parties 
in this country, but he bequeathed to me his Revo- 
lutionary feelings and example, his only inheritance. 

Mr. President, 1 do not boast of my. consistency. 
Since I attained the age of twenty-one, I acknow- 
ledge that L have-changed my opinion on many 
subjects, legal, political, religious, moral, philoso- 
phical, and as to men; and if my life is spared, and 
my opportunitics and the possession of my faculties 
are vouchsufed to me, 1 do not doubt but I may 
stil change. Bat, si, in pure love of my. country 
anil ity institutions, in devotion to what my judg- 
ment teils me will best promote its interests, in the 
love and pursuit of truth, and the attainment of 
honorable ends by honorable means, I am not con- 
scious of any change. 

Whatever my Democracy or my Federalism 
may have been, it is now drawn from the principles 
of our Revolution and of our Republican institu- 
lions, and an adherence to that mode of adminis- 
tering the Government which will produce the 
greatest good to the greatest number. I draw my 
Democratic principles from Washington's Farewell 
Address, from the doctrine of equal rights and 
equal privileges, and the protection of those rights 
and privileges, and all other privileges sanctioned 
by the Constitution, bylaw. Finally, sir, I believe 
in a strict construction of the Constitution, but 
such a construction as will develope and call into 
action all its express and implied powers, for the 
beneficent purposes of its adoption. aks 

Now, sir, whether this Democracy is from the 
school of Federalism or Republicanism, of Wash- 
ington or Jefferson, 1 shall not inquire. It is my 
Democracy. : P i 

Mr. President, I bow in submission to the voice 
ofthe people of New Jersey; but that vojce is not 


l was opposed by some who made the | 
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declared by these resolutions. ‘The Legislature may 
command, but they assurge an authority Hot dele- 
gated, if they arrogate.to themselves the right to 
bind ‘the people of New Jersey by uttering ‘their 
voice as the voice of the people. ` Haye the people 
changed? for they must have changed, if these. re- 
solutions declare their voice: -In what constitution- 


al mode have they evinced that’ change? I have 


not been able’ to. discover jt;. At the ‘last. State 
election the friends of the: Administration polled 
more votes in the disputed edumies in ihat State 
than they ever did on any former cecasion. Man y 
of the strongest Democratic “counties were divided 
by two tickets, both professing the same political 
sentiments in favor of the National Administration. 

Sir, at the time these resolutions were passed, no 
one of the people or the Legislature had. seen this 
bill which it is pretended is condemned by the voice 
of the people of New Jersey.. Then, Mr.. Presi- 
dent, I shall look to the Constitution andthe insiruc- 
tions of the Legislature of New Jersey, lwice’sanc- 
tioned by the people, for my guide. I shall. vote for 
keeping (as the laws. now. provide ‘for collecting) 
the public treasure by. constitutional officers, ‘cho- 
Sen, amenable to, and regulated by, the Constitution 
and laws, solely for the. public -use—instead of 
placing it to be kept in the possession and. custody 


“of bank agents—chosen by banks irresponsible to 


the Government or the people—io be°used for. the 
sole and exclusive profit of banks. If I érr in th is, 
my error is in the Constitution, and the remedy is 
with the people. - I commit myself. with unshaken 
confidence to their hands, and ‘submit my actions 
to their judgment and decision, which ‘with me. 
will be decisive. © mod : 


THE FULTON CLAIM: © 
SPEECH OF MR. DUNCAN 
» 
Or Onto. 
In House of Representatives, Murch 30, 1838.—The 
motion of Mr. Taompson to reconsider the fol- 
lowing bill, passed by the House, on a former 
day, came-up for consideration: < oe 
A BILL for the relief of tho heirs of Robert Fulton. : 
Be it enacted, §c. That the Secretary of the Treasury pay 
a the heirs of Robert Fulton, one hundred thousand dollars, for 
the services of said Robert Fulton ia inventing a systemof coast 
and harbor defence, andin testing its utility; and for Lis ser- 
vices for inventing. and supesintending the construction ofa 
steam frigate at New York, du ving and. after the late war; and 
for the use of his patent forsteam frigate; and for the detention 
of his steamboat Vesuvius, impressed into the service of the 
United States, and detained from the thirtieth of December, 
cighteen hundred and fourteen, to the twelfth of March, eighteen 


hundred and firleen, both days inclusive; and for thè damage 
done to said boat while she was aground at New Orleans. 


Mr. DUNCAN rose and said, when the bill in 
question was under consideration, he attempted 
briefly to explain his reasons why, at that time, he 
could not give it his support... His ‘reasons. were, 
that the friends of the bill had failed to convince 
him, as well as. many. others, that the enormous 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or any other 
sum, was due from this Government to the heirs of 
Robert Fulton. : ee 

He at that time moved a postponement.of the 
bill for a short period, until he, as- well as. others, 
desirous of the same thing, could investi- 
gate the matter, and be. prepared. to: vole 
understandingly; but. that motion failed. - He-then 
moved a cali of the: House, to: the. end. that there 
might be a full vote onthe question of the passage 
of the bill, but in ‘this he was also unfortunate: 
such seemed to be the determination-to pass the 
bill, that hé did not know but that his humble ef- 
forts to secure a reconsideration would not be view- 
ed in any other light than that of temerity; -but.he 
was happy to find himself in good company, for he 
knew of many members who were anxious fora 
reconsideration, whose judgments:were superior to 
his own,.and whose charity, humanity, and single- 
ness of -heart-were in no particular inferior to that 
of those who were exerting themselves to secure 
-the appropriation contained in the bill. 

. Great reliance had been, placed on.the vigilance 
„and scrutiny of the. Committee of Claims, who. re- 
ported, the bill, and a; most unmeasured, unbound: 
ed, and eloquent eulogium: had been.-pronounced 
on the:chairman of that.commitiee, for-his-superior. 
skill and. depth. of researche: Lhis.was . 
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gratitude, from the friends of the bill, and it. was 
expected as.a matter of course; andali that had 
been said of that committee, and the chairman 
thereof, might be true. Mr. D. was not disposed 
to doubt one word of it; but when he acted ona 
matter of this kind, he acted officially, he acted upon 
oath; and when he was. about to vote away 
$100,000 of the proceeds. of honest toil, he. felt 
bound, by the most solemn obligations, to examine 
for himsel( the propriety of the vote he was about 
to give. And should his vote be improperly given, 
and injustice done to those whose. interests were in- 
volved, it would be buta poor apology: either to 
his conscience, his God, or his country, that he had 
committed this violence on the rights of others, be- 
cause the Commitlee of Claims said it was right. 

This right, and this duty,to examine for him- 
self into this matter, as well as others of asimilar 
character, constituted his apology for asking the 
indulgence of the House fora short time to give 
his reasons why he felt. bound to vote in faver of 
the present motion, and-against the passage of the 
bill, should the present motion succeed. 


Mr. D. remarked, that , before proceeding io give 


the result of the examination he had made of this 
subject, he thought it due to himself to say that he 
commenced the investigation with the strongest 
feelings of friendship for the claim, gratitude for the 
memory of Fullon, and sympathy for his heirs. 
He had entertained a hope that, in the transcen- 
dent services of Robert Fulton that have tended 
so much to elevate his country in the scale of every 
thing that is calculated to add to her prosperity 
and advancement at home, and reputation abroad, 
he would find ample inducements for sustaining 
the appropriation in question; but in this he was 
disappointed, believing, as he did, that no appro- 
priation of money could be made by Congress, ex- 
cept to carry into effect the purposes for which the 
Federal Governrnent was formed, and these he 
would notice before he took his seat. i 


` The credit of the invention of the application of 

steam to the propelling of boats, and the construc- 
tion of machinery by which the power. of steam is: 
applied to the navigation of rivers, has almost uni- 
versally been awarded to Robert Fulton, and I was, 
for many years, among the number that thought 
him entitled.to that credit. But what does history 
say? [hold in my hand a book, the title of which 
is, “ Anecdotes cf Steam Engines,” vol. 2. This 
work is in high repute, and its author well esteem- 
ed as.a careful, judicious, and faithful compiler. 
T procured it at the Patent Office, where it is re- 
garded as a text book. Here Mr. D. requested 
the Clerk to read from page 485. 


“Blasco De Gardy, a sea captain, exhibited to the Emperor 
and King Charles V, inthe year 1543, aa engine by which ships 
and vesselsof the largest size could be propelled, even ina 
calm, without the aid of oars or sails. ù 

Notwithstanding the opposition which this praject encoun- 
tered, the Emperor resolved that an experiment should be 
made, as, in fact, it was, with the success, in the harbor of 
Barcelona, on the 17th of June, 1543. 

“Garay never publicly exposed the construction of his en- 
gine, bit it was observed at the time of his experiment that it 
consisted of a large caldron.or vessel of boiling water, and a 
movable wheel attached to each sideof the ship. 

“The experiment was made ona ship of 209 tons, arrived 
from Calahtia, to discharge a cargo of wheat at Barcelona: it 
was called the Trinity, and the captain’s name was Peter de 
Scarza. Y ` g 

“By order of Charles V, and the Prince Philip the Second, 
his son, there were present at the time, Henry de Toledo, the 
governor, Peter Cardona, the treasurer, Ravago, the vice-chan- 
cellor, Francis Gralla, and many other persons of rank, both 
Castilians and Catalonians; and, among others, several sea 
captains witnessed the operation, some in the vessel, and others 
on the shore. 

“The Emperor and Prince, and others with them, applauded 
the engine, and especially the experiness with which the ship 
could be tacked. The treasurer, Ravago, an enemy to the pro- 
ject, said it would move two leagues in three hours. It was ve- 
nplicated and expensive, and exposed to the constant dan- 
gar of bursting the boiler. The other commissioners affirmed 
that the vessel could be tacked twice'as quick as a galley, served 
by the comman method, and that atits lowest rate it would 
move a league in an hour, et 

“The exhibition being finished, Garay took from the ship his 
engine, and heving deposited the wood work in the arsenal of 
Barcelona, kept the rest to himself. 

“Notwithstanding the difficulties and opposition.thrown in the 
way by Ravago, the invention was approved; and if the expedi- 
tion im which Charles V, was then engaged had not failed, it 
would undoubtedly have been favored by him. As it was, he 
raised Garay to a higher station, gave him .a sum of money 
(290,000 maravediesas a present,ordered all the expenses of the 
experiment to be paid outof the general treasury, and conferred 
upon him other rewards. ee : 

S@neh-are the facts collected from the original registers pre- 
served in the Royal archives at Samaucas, and among the pub- 
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Heirs of Robert Fulton~Mr. Duncan.. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


lic papers at Catalonia, and these of the Secretary at War, for 
the year 1543.” i i f: : 

Thus, it seems, as early as 1543, that a vessel 
was propelled by steamn, to the great amusement 
and astonishment of the Emperor and King; 
Charles V, znd a portion of his Court; and the ma- 
chinery consisted of a boiler, engine, and paddle- 
wheels. ; 

- Hebert on Steam Engines, a work of much cele- 
brity, furnishes us with these facts, page 295: 

“Among such attempts we find the invention of Mr. Jonathan 
Hulls, of London, who, in 1736, took out a patent for the appli- 
cation of the crank to the steam engine, by which addition he 
purposed ‘to carry vessels or ships out of or into a harbor, port, 
or river, against wind or tide, orgin a calm.’ ?? 

About the same time, or shorily after, Mr. Watt, 
of England, also tock out a patent for a similar 
purpose, but. constructed on a different plan, (ibid. 
296.) These experiments opened the way for 
various others, some of which were successful 
within the eighteenth century, one of which appears 
to have been made for inland navigation on the 
Forth and Clyde, in Scotland, by Mr. Symington, 
but which seems to have been early abandoned, 
in consequence of the injury done to the banks of 
the canal by the waves produced by the paddle- 
wheels, But it appears in the same work, on the 
same page, by the statement of the ingenious Oliver 
Evans, a native son of America, whose engine is 


described in.another part of it, (p. 141,) that so 


early as 1785 he had published a description of a 
mode of propelling boats by steam. Jt is said, in 
the history of Mr. Evans, that his indigent circum- 
stances prevented him from carrying his plans into 
But the historian says, ‘ he 
does fully, in our estimation, establish his claim 
to the first contrivance of a practical steamboat.’* 

But a pamphlet pubhshed by a Mr. Fitch, an 
American citizen, also the legislative history of a 
contest between Mr. Fitch and Mr. Rumsey, be- 
fore the Legislature of New Jersey, actually shows 
therein that Mr. Fitch had a small steamboat in 
operation so early as 1785, on the Delaware river. 
This boat was on the var plan, in lieu of the wheel 
paddles. _ 

Mr. Fitch obtained a patent for his improvement 
or discovery, or both, in 1791, from the Secretary 
of State, (the officer who at that time granted 
patents.,;) when, or soon after, he obtained, by the 
enactment of laws, the exclusive privilege of navi- 
gating the waters under the jurisdiction of New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and 
perhaps Virginia, I think, for the term of twenty 
years. 

Mr. Fitch, from the want of pecuniary funds, 
was unable to carry his inventions, improvements, 
and legislative privileges into successful operation. 
He visited France for the purpose of raising the 
necessary means, and in Paris formed an acquaint- 
ance with the American Minister, Mr. Vail, to 
whom he disclosed the object of his visit, and to 
whom he developed all his plans, models, and 
draughts. Being unsuccessful in the object of his 
visit, he left all his papers in the hands of Mr. 
Vail. 


The next thing of importance which demands 


our attention is, that Mr. Livingston, of New York, | 


(the late lamented Chancellor,) reported that he 
was in the possession of a plan by which he could 
propel boats by steam, but that he was deterred 
from carrying.his plan into practical operation in 
consequence of the exclusive privileges bestowed 
upon Mr. Fitch by the Legislature of New York. 
And he urged upon the Legislature of his native 
State, by memorial, the propriety and importance 
of repealing the act securing the ‘ exclusive privi- 
leges,” &c. to Mr. Fitch, stating, among other 
things, for reason, that Mr. Fitch had abandoned 
his project of steamboats, and that he had left the 
country, &c. 

The Legislature entertained the propesition of 
Mr. Livingston, passed an act repeal: enact 
granted to Mr. Fitch, and giving Mr. Livingston 
all the rights and privileges formerly granted to 
Mr. Fitch, and for the same term of time, provided 
he should put into successful operation, on the 


* The history of Mr. Evans's progress and experiments inthe 
construction of engines, and the application of steam thereto, 
is highly interesting, which will be found in © Hebert’s Steam 
Engine,” page 141, and from page 296 to 30t inclusive. 


Hudson river, a steamboat, within one year from: 
the passage of said aet. | ood es Kos 

This -act was submitted to- the Council of Revi-. 
sion, who vetoed it; it was returned to: the Legisla- 
ture, reconsidered, and. passed. by the constitutional. 
majority required, and thus. became a law: | Phe: 
year within which, by one of its provisions, ‘a boat: 
was. to be placed on. the. [ludson tiver; passed 
away, and the stipulated condition. was ,not..com- 
plied with. Farther time was asked, and two 
years more were merged in that which will be wit- 
~nessed no more, and no boat had yet. appeared -on 
the Hudson river. An extension of time. was soli- 
cited, and four additional years granted. 

But, some time before this, Mr.. Fulton,. whose 
game I have not been able to introduce into this. 
history until now, and whose name. is in no man- 
her yet connected with the invention of steam 
engines or steamboats, went to Paris in the humble 
capacity of a painter, in which he sustained, «as 
history informs us, a good reputation, and attained 
great celebrity; and, being an American, whose 
excellence as an artist all were willing to acknow- 
ledge, formed an acquaintance and an intimacy 
with Mr. Vail, and it is believed had full access to 
the draughts, models, &c. left in his hands by Mr. 
Fitch 

Mr. Livingston about this time was appointed 
Minister to France, (Mr. Vail. resigning or being 
called home,) and soon after his arrival. Mr. Ful- 
ton, it is known, was associated with him in the 
monopoly granted by the Legislature of New York, 
He returns to America, and, by the united energies 
and means of the Chancellor and himself, puts in 
successful operation a steamboat on the Hudson 
river in 1807. This query naturally arises in the 
mind: was Mr. Fulton benefited by the use and 
examination of Mr. Fitch’s models, draughis, and 
plans? I leave it to the friends of this bill to fur- 
nish a reply, as I am as unwilling as they possibly 
can be, that one leaf should be torn from the 
wreath that fame has entwined around his memory. 

We see Mr. Fulton in the possession of a steam- 
boat on the Hudson, invested, as an associate of 
Mr. Livingston, wuh exclusive privileges for navi- 
gating the waters of New York from that time to 
the fuil expiration of twenty years, with an addi- 
tional benefit of five years more for every boat that 
he should construct and put upon the waters of the 


- Hudson, provided the whole time of extension. did 


not exceed thirty years..- . : 

Some two or three years subsequently, Mr. Ful- 
ton obtained from the United States Government a 
patent for this discovery of or invention of apply- 
ing steam to the propelling of boats; with the 
exclusive right to the use and benefit of said disco- 
very and patent for the term of fourteen years. 

We now must throw into the rubbish of time the 
names and discoveries of Blasco de Garay, Jona- 
than Hulls, Mr. Watt, Mr. Symington, Oliver 
Evans, Mr. Fitch, Rumsey, and Livingston, to be- 
stow on Mr. Fulton the name, reputation, and 
glory, of having discovered the application of steam 
ta the propelling of boats. . 

And now in possession of a patent for the same, 
(the undoubted evidence of his invention,) together 


. with all the pecuniary ernoluments growing out of 


the vast monopoly granted to him, (truly vast in 
a pecuniary point of view,) but all of which which 
were small, compared with the transcendent glory 
affixed to his name, and the grateful remembrance 
that is indelibly impressed upon the hearts of his 
countrymen, which alone can be lost or eradicated 
when the steam palaces cease to defy the torrent, 
and subdue the current of the broad and mighty 
rivers on which they dally ride in majesty. ar 

Far be it for me to say or do auy thing that 
vould ior a moment deface or impair these proud 
recollections. ‘True itis, in givaning the history of 
his claim. to the honors so prcfusely lavished upon 
him, which my situation here compelled me to do, 
regardless of smiles or frowns, or the praises which 
have bean sung to the memory of Mr. Fulton, I 
have done no more than my duty. 

I know, sir, Į shall be taxed with hardihood for 
having the temerity, as some may be pleased to 
term il, and ingratitude, to attempt to set up my 
judgment against a torrent of public feeling that 
flows throughout the Union in favor of Mr. Fulton, 


238 


25ra Cone-+--Qnn Sess. 


But, sir, whatever effect this exposition of histori- 
cal and well-authenticated facts may have in disa- 
busing the public mind, I cannot hold myself-ac- 
countable. Iam no author; I did not make these 
large books which I now hold up to your view, 
and in which Ihave found all the information 
which I have this day presented before this House 
in relation to the steam engine. ` 

Iam aware, sir, that, had I not done so on this 
occasion, some other opportunity. would have oc- 
curred, and some other individual—perhaps with 
less grateful regard than what J possess for the 
fame of Mr. Fulton—would have presented them 
te your consideration, and laid them before the 
American people.. Still they exist, they constitute 
a part of the true history of the great agent, steam 
~—the steamboat and the steam engine. 

But, supposing that they are ali untrue, that the 
record is false, and the whole narration the result+ 
and offspring of conspiracy, entered into and exist- 
ing two hundred years before Mr. Fulton was 
born, and carried on with all the malignity, jealousy, 
bitterness, and injustice, with which conspiracies 
are generally characterized and conducted, to de- 
prive him of his merited name and fame up to the 
time that he set in motion his boat on the Hudson, 
to the great advancement of navigation, the pros- 
perity of his country, and the universal happiness 
of mankind. Supposing these historical facts are 
the results of such a conspiracy, and they should 
become generally believed, to the prejudice of his 
memory, still there is enough left to secure hima 
naticn’s everlasting gratitude for his improvement 
of the machinery by which the power of steam is 
usefully and beneficially, and T may with truth add 
invaluab!y, applied to the propelling of boats. The 
honor of being successful in its application. to boats is 
his; he is entitled to all the glory that can redound 
from that improvement, and no conspiracy, princi- 
pality, or power, on the face of the earth, can de- 
prive him of t. 

But, sir, setting aside these historical facts as un- 
true, and as wnworthy of a place in history, or of 
our belief, and admiiting Mr. Fulton to be the au- 
thor and inventor of the first application of steam 
to boats, or giving him the credit that is really due 
to him, and which no person will attempt to wrest 
from him, J mean THE IMPROVEMENT oF THR STEAM 
ENGINE, how stands the matter so far as it regards 
this claim? 

That Mr, Fulton has done much for the good of 
his country must be, and is, freely admitted. What 
has been his compensation? Iam not prepared at 
present to say that ithas been what it eught to have 
been. But, should it be found, and could it be 
made to appear, clearly and indisputably, that it 
fel] short of his merits, and of the legal obligations 
of the United States to him, I will be the first and 
foremost person in this House in according ‘to 
those who are entitled to the benefits of whatever 
may be so found due to him, the uttermost farthing 
thereof. Yes, sir, my vote shall be for the most 
libera! sum, but not tll lam first convinced that 
there is a legal claim. Then, and not until then, 
will I vote an appropriation, for I am firm in my 
belief that we have no constitutional power to do it. 

Mr, Fulton reaped incalculable benefits from the 
exclusive monopoly which he enjoyed for many 
yearson the waters of New York, and also from 
his patent right for fourteen years. Sir, I am una- 
ble to present to the House an estimate, in dollars 
and cents, of the real intrinsic value of the privi- 
leges, anti-republican as they were, granted to Mr. 
Fulton; I can only say that he and his assignees 
did enjoy a lucrative income, for very many years, 
by the enjoyment of steam navigation upon the 
Hudson, by the sale of patent righis, and other 
sources, and, above all, hy the sale of stock in his 
monopoly. The menopoly was obnoxious, and 
fion the fact that, whatever fare cupidity and ava- 
rice pleased to demand, could be exacted from 
the wayfaring man and the traveller, impositions 
were practised for many years with a heavy or 
light hand, even as Mr. Fulton and his asso- 
ciates saw proper to lay on the public. The 
law. securing to him these privileges on the 
Hudson, I am told, was carried into execution to 
the utmost extent of its letter, during the whole 
time of its existence, either by Fulton or his as- 
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signs, and that the price of a passage from New 
York to Albany was seven dol/ers!! and his boats 
were thronged with passengers; whereas, immedi- 
ately after the expiration of the monopoly, the fare 
fell to two or three dollars, and has been as low as 
fifty cents. 

I may be told that this monopoly, and the pro- 
fits arising from it, were intercepted and diminish- 
ed by the suitin the Uuited States Courts; not so. 
True, there was a decision in favor of the United 
States, and unfavorable to the full extent of Fulton’s 
claims; but they were no further affected than the 
General Government revenue was concerned; and, 
above all, did not affect Mr. Fulton’s heirs at the 
latter portion of its being, because, some time be- 
fore he died, Mr. Fulton sold out his right, title, 
and interest to Mr. John R. Livingston, who as- 
signed his interest to the North River Steamboat 
Company, and the stock held by the heirs of Fal- 
ton in that company was sold for an enormous ad- 
vance prior to the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

The Government appropriated five thousand dol- 
lars which was paid into the hands of Mr. Fulton 
for the purpose of making experiments for the de- 
fence of our coasts and harbors by means of torpe- 
does. These torpedoes were submarine machines 
intended for blowing up ships of war, and at the 
time when these experiments were in progress, 
were subjects of ridicule throughout the Union, 
and civilized Europe, and were. what Napoleon 
Bonaparte pronounced ‘a system of quackery, and 
Fulton an impostor.” What portion of the five 
thousand dollars he received, was expended M the 
experiments, we are not informed; but the fair, rea- 
sonable, and just presumption is, thathe took care 
of himself, and make the most of the speculation 
upon Government, the game being entirely in his 
own hands. 

The Government entered into an agreement with 
Mr. Fulton to build certain steamboats on the 
Western waters, by which agreement he received 
$40,000. Here Mr. Duncan requested the 
Clerk to read a copy of the contract, which is as 
follows: 


Memeorandum of an agreement entered into this: twenty-aeventh 
day of December, in the year eighteen hundred aud fourteen, 
between the honorable James Monrue, Secretary at War for 
the United States of America, of the first part, and Robert 
Fulton, of the city of New York, in behalf of himself and 
the owners of the Vesuvius, the Buna, and the New Orleans 
and Natchez steamboats, trading and hitended to trade on the 
river Mississippi, and the Baffalo steamboat, intended to 
trade on the Ohio river, of the second part. 

Whereas it in the interest of the United States that the said 
steamboats shuuld be put mto eperation with all possible des- 
patch for the purnose of transporting troops and the munitions 
of war on said rivers, it is hereby Tusreed by the party of the 
firat part to immediately advance out of the ‘Treasury of the 
United States, and on account of the United States, to the said 
party of the second part, forty thousand dollars in Treasury 
nme, for the purpose of completing and bringing into opera- 
tion said steamboats, and on the following couditions: 

‘That during the present war with Great Britain and theese 
United States, and until said forty thousand dollars shall be re- 
paid or satisfied to the United Bites by the passage of troops or 
freight in saidsteamboats, or in the money cireulating medium 
of the United States, af] officers and troops finding their own 
provisiona and bedding shall be transported in the steamboats 
from Louisville to New Orleans down the stream for temdollars 
each, and from New Orleans to Louisville up the stream for 
twenty dollars each: in all cases of shorier distances each 
person shall be transported for one cent a mile down the stresm 
and two cenis a mile up the steam. All ordnancer, military 
stores and munitions of war belonging to the United States 
which cau be conveyed in stoamboats, and of which the captain 
shall be the judge, shall be traneported down the stream from 
Louisville to New Orleans at the rate of one dollar per ton for 
one hundred mies, ov up the stream atthe rate of three dollars 
aton for each hundred miles. In the Buffalo steamboat on the 
Ohio river, officers and men finding their own provisions and 
bedding shall be conveyed down the river from Pittsburg to 
Lonisville for four dollars each, or up the stream the same dis- 
tance joreight dollars each, and in like proportions for shorter 
distances; military stores, provisions and munitions of war shall 
be conveyed down the stream from Pittshurg to Louisville for 
fifty cents per hundredweight, and up the stream the same dis- 
tance for one dollar and fifty cents the himdredweight. and in 
Hke proportions for shorter distances; and if within five years 
from this date the said sum of forty thousand dollars shallnot 
have been earned and compensated to the Government of the 
United States by the passage of troops and transport of muni- 
tions of war as aforesaid, the whole or any deficiency of said 
forty thousand dollars not satisfied as aforesaid shall be paid by 
the said Robert Fulton, and the stockholders in said boats, to 
the Government of the United States. 

i ROBERT FULTON. 

In the 16th line of the 2d page the word “earned,” written on 
an erasure. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of L. A. RiGAIL 
witness to R, Fulton’s signature. 


Sir, we learn from the agreement that its date 
was December 27, 1814, which was a short time 
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previous to the conclusion of ihe war; and ‘that Mr, 
Fulton received. thereby forty thousand <doliars,’: 
There was no boat fitted up in compliance with the 
contract but the Vesuvius; nor ‘were any of the: 
conditions stipulated in consideration of the forty. 
thousand dollars advanced. performed. .* I mean, by 
the transportation. of troops and: munitions of war; 
or,’ at most, there is no claim, or title to a élaim; 
for services rendered, presented, except an account” 
presented to an. investigating committee ‘by Mr. 
Hagner, which no one. will’ vouch to bë correct, 
Nor was there one dollar of this money ever re- 
turned to the United States, as‘it should have 
been, according to the condition of the agreement 
just read. ; E 

I have, sir, thus presented you with a view of the 
benefits Mr. Fulton received for his invention, his ‘ 
improvements, and his ‘practical ‘services to his 
country, with the exception of his superintendence 
of the construction of the steam frigate, which I 
shall notice hereafter. i 

I will next exhibit the account upon which the 
committee rely to make up- the sum of $100,000, 
which they report to be due to the heirs of Robert 
Fulton: 


Government of the United States in account. Dr. 
1810. To money expended by Robert Ful- ` 
ton, in making experiments. for 

‘coast.and harbor defence, by’ > 
means of torpedoes - ~ $5,000 
Services in making experiments in 
the same - - ~ 5,000 
1815. Damages for the detention of the : 
steamboat Vesuvius from 30th 
December, 1814, to 12th March, ; 
1815, at $600 perday - . ~ 50,000 
The use of Mr.. Fulton's patent 
right for constructing steam fri- 
gales ~ -= o = 60,000 
Services as superintendent in build- ` 
ing a steam frigate at New York 25,000 
145,000 
Cr. ` 
By cash advanced for making expe- 
riments for coast and harbor de- . 
fence by torpedoes - - $5,000 
By cash advanced on contract to fit 
out steamboats, as per contract - 40,000 > 
45,000 
Balance due heirs of Robert Fulton  - 100,000 


Now, sir, speaking professionally, let us dissect 
this account, and ascertain how far each item will 
stand the test of serutiny. , 

First, as to` the five thousand dollars for whieh 
the United Statesis charged for money expended by 
Mr. Fulton in making experiments, etc. Sir, this 
small item must have emanated from the goodness 
of the hearts of the committee, for I defy them to 
show the least word, or syllable of proof, of a 
claim upon which to predicate it. On the contra- 
ry, I deny that the whole of the five thousand dol- 
lars, appropriated by the Government for this most 
ridiculous and foolish experiment, was ever ex. 
pended by Mr. Fulton for that purpose. I have 
no disposition or wish to intimate that Mr. Fulton 
used the money for any other purpose than that for 
which it was appropriated, but I have charity 
enough for him to think he had a sufficient quantity 
of the sum of saving-knowledge to take care of 
himself ;.I am, therefore, willing to admit the. ser- 
vices rendered in attempting to bring the. torpedoes 
into the aid of our national defence as an offset 
against the five thousand dollars which. the. Go- 
vernment advanced, and for the credit of the intel- 
ligence of the United States Government I must 
insist that here the compromise be made, and this 
claim put at rest forever. 

Fifty thousand dollars damages for the use of the 
steamboat Vesuvius, or for her detention from the 
30th December, 1814, to 12th March, 1815, at six 
hundred dollars per day!!! i 

Well, sir, let us examine this item, as well asthe 
circumstances attending it, and which, in the opi- 
nion of the committee, gave rise.to it Itis ale 
leged that General Jackson ordered the steamboat 
Vesuvius into the service of ‘the United States on’ 
the day on which the battle of New-Orleans: took ~ 
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place, of about that time, perhaps a day or two be- 
fore, and that while in the service of the Govern- 
ment she was run aground, where she remained 
from the 30th December -until the 13th of March ` 
‘following. i 

General Jackson has. been called on, officially, 
to state the facts in this. affair as they occurred. In 
-his answer, he denies that he has any knowledge 
-of -her'evér being in the service of the Govern- 
ment, and that it was rumored ‘at the time that she 
was run'aground by order of the master,- to pre- 
vent her from falling into the hands of the enemy. 
I know not how that might be, but I am inclined to 
think that if the steamboat Vesuvius was of the 
valué of six handred dollars per day to either the 
company to which she belonged, or the United 
States, in whose employ she was alleged to have 
been pressed, General Jackson, who was ever 
wide awake. to the welfare of the country, 
and every interest connected with his duty, would 
have known something tangible and definite about 
these services; particularly so, as she was- pressed 
inte service by his order. ; 

There is proof on record that the Vesuvius was 
ordered to hold lierse!f in readiness for service, 
and to consider herself in the employ of the Go- 
vernment. But where is the proof. that can be re- 
lied on that she ever went ‘into actual service? 
But we will agree. that she went into actual ser- 
vice: may it not be true that she was run aground 
to save her from being captured by the enemy, or, 
if not done designedly, might it not have been the 
result of carelessness? ` 

It seems to me, when so large a claim is made 
as $50,000, (as in this case) there should be ample 
proof in its support. In the first place, that the 
steamboat Vesuvius was actually in the service of 
the Government against whom the demand for 
compensation was made; that she was run aground 
while in such service, not designedly; and that it 
was not the result of carelessness. All of these 
positions would have to be. proven ina courtof 
justice, before any damages could be, by any pos- 
sibility, recovered, and the more so, as the officers 
who commanded the boat while she is said to have 
‘been in the use‘of Government were the same that 
were in the pay of her owners, and their malfea- 
sance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance, was properly 
at the risk of the owners, the Government being 
responsible for nothing but a liberal compensation 
for the use of the boat, and for all losses and da- 
mages, either from war or unavoidable accidents. 
There is no proof of this nature to be relied upon. 
The committee have furnished none, nor have they 
any to furnish. ` 

Again, admitting that the Vesuvius was in the 
service of the Government, and that in executing 
the orders given she was run aground by accident, 
is not six hundred dollars per diem a most extrava- 
gant and unwarrantable charge. Six hundred dol- 
Jars a day for the use of her the time she was out 
of the power of being used! for the time she was 
fast ashore! aground! Preposterous absurdity! for 
it must be remembered that during all the time 
charged she was no expense to her owners for run- 
ning, and various other necessaries. Besides, they 

. Were not. at: the expense of paying officers and 
crew if the boat was actually aground. They were 
not furnishing her with wood and stores—there was 
nothing ont of use,’ save the capital invested in the 
construction of the boat and machinery,and which 
1 hesitate not to aver did not cost $20,000. And if 
it be true, as I have been informed, that the Vesu- 
vius was no more nor less than a barge converted 
into a steamboat, she was not worth the estimate 
mentioned. Upon this I do not place much reli- 
ance, for it may be erroneous, and a mistake. 

Putting her at the fullest value, the. damages 
which the committee have reported to be allowed 
for her detention will amount to four or five times 
her value in one year; and yet we are very gravely 
told that her services to her owners would have 
proved far more valuable than the estimate made 
by the committee: f 

I should consider thata very uncertain data to go 
by. She was equally liable to run aground in the 
use of her owners as she was ia that of the United 
States, and as liable to any and every other species 
of accident that is common to steamboats. { will 


rest, and I am not sure that he was paid a farthing 
over and above what his services. and his expenses 
entitled him to. The rewards of -his-toil and pa- 


conclade my objections to this item by stating that. 
with no other proof than we have for its support, a 
court of justice would scout it out of its presence, 


and impose a bill of costs upon him who introduced 
it; and with the best proof of the facts that would 
be necessary for its support, there is no court of 
justice that.would give a judgment for one-tenth 


part of the amount claimed in this bill, so far as this ` 


item goes. . 

-` The next item that pfesents itself to our attention 
is the smal! sum of $60,000 for the use of Mr. Ful- 
ton’s patent-right for constructing steam frigates. 
This is a very: extraordinary proposition. We have 
had but one steam frigate, and, from the documenis 
on file in the Navy Department, it will appear to 
have been rather a hard bargain for Uncle Sam. 
She cost the Government something like two or 
three hundred thousand dollars. It was an experi- 
ment not unlike the torpedoes! And I think Go- 
vernment by this time has had enough of both.. She 
will about as soon engage again in the construction 
of the one as the other. For the use of a patent- 
right to build a steam frigate, give $60,000! Sir, 
there is no such thing in existence as a patent-right 
for constructing steam frigates. 
the one granted has long since expired, the right has 
ceased, and is at an end, and now reposes with'the 
United States steam frigate Fulton'the first, that 
was blown into atoms at Brooklyn a few years ago 
as a thing that never was, and I hope in God never 
will be again. 

. The next small item is the sum of $25,000! as 
compensation for superintending the building of a 
steam frigate at New York. These services con- 


sisted ia merely superintending; there was neither. 


sweat, toil, or money expended by Mr. Fulton; the 
nature of Mr. Fulton’s superintendence consisted in 
occasionaily calling and giving some general direc- 
tions; and Iam told that, from the time the first 
foundation block was laid for the steam frigate in 
question, until the time she was launched, did not 


| exceed four months, when the necessity of Mr. Ful- 


ton’s. care and attention principally ceased. It 
would seem that $25,000 for four months’ services, 
or even ten times that time, is rather more than a 
conscientious man can sustain by oath to be equi- 
tably due. ` 

Why, .sir, a Western man enters his father’s 
fields, or the dense forests, at the age of twenty- 


one years, and if, by hard toil, at the age of three- | 


score, he has laid up five or ten thousand dollars; 


| to secure him’a home, and sustain him in the eve- 


ning of his life without labor, he has done well; he 
is regarded by his neighbors and all who know him 
as having beeri an industrious, saving, and econo- 
mical man. This view of individual Western pros- 
perity may, in general, be regarded as correct; yet 
there are some exceptions; some fortunes Have been 
made in the course of a few years of successful 
trade; ethers have been made by the rise of land, as 
the country, or some favored portions thereof, have 
become improved. To tell a Western man that 


that that is a fair equivalent for five months’ super- . 


intendence in any capacity, which entitles the indi- 


vidual to the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, © 


is to tell him something you cannot make him un- 
derstand, more particularly when he learns that the 
money, or a proportionate part of it, must come 
out of his own pocket, and be part of the result of 
his toil. But, sir, Mr. Fulton volunteered to ren- 
` der the serviees here charged, and, however valua- 
ble they may have been, this precludes us from ap- 
propriating any money out of the Treasury for 
them now, as he is no more. Congressmight have 
more generously rewarded Mr. Fulton for his vir- 
tues, but certainly the spirit of our Government and 
` our institutions is against rewarding the heir for the 
virtues of the ancestor. The heir in our. country 
loses all claim to Government reward at the de- 
cease of his ancestor, except if it be by virtne of a 
contract and a just consideration. ‘The vast appro- 
priation made to Lafayette for his services in the 
Revolutionary war has been referred to in the 
course of this discussion, and the affluent cireum- 
stances of his heirs were contrasted with the limited 
circumstances of the heirs of Fulton. Congress do- 
nated to Lafayette what they supposed his services 
were really worth to the country during the Revo- 
lutiouary war. They paid him principal and inte- 
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triotism have descended to his children, and long 
may they live toenjoy them. And, wheneveritismade 
apparent that the Government is.indebted tothe 
heirs of Fulton for legal obligations not liquidated 
with theirancestor, Congress will appropriate every: 
dollar that shall be found due; but on no other prin- -` 
ciple has Congress the power to appropriate one... 
dollar. ` ` a . 

I think, Mr. Speaker, I have shown that there is 
no foundation. for any part of the $100,000. re- 
ported in the bill in question. Every item of which 
the bill is composed, seems to me to be notonly ex- 
travagant in the extreme, but wholly unfounded. 
Sir, I have no more doubt of the fact that Robert 
Fulton died. indebted tọ the Government to the | 
amount of $40,000, than that I am now addressing 
you, viz: the whole sum advanced by the Govern-° 
ment for the purposes set out in the contract which 
has been read; no part of the services having been 
performed, nor was one dollar of the money re- 
turned to the Government, according to the condi- 
tions of the contract, in the event of the services 
not being performed. But, to the end that this 
groundless application may here have a termina- 
tion, and that astop may forever be put to this dis- 
pute, I will propose,to the committee to withdraw 
their claim. -To use a western phrase, J, for. one, 
will agree to jump accounts with the estate of Mr. 
Fulton, and burn: books; or, if “it. will satisfy the 
committee hetter, I will agree that, as the represen- 
tatives of Fulton, they shall have credit for the sum 
of $20,000 of the money advanced by. the Govern- | 
ment as an offset against the pretended detention 
and damages of the Vesuvius, which I suspect is 
more than her value, when she was alleged to have 
beed pressed iuto the service of the Government: 1 
will next agree that $25,000 shall go to the liquida- 
tion of Mr. Fulton’s voluntary services for superin- 
tending the construction of the steam frigate at New 
York, which I trust will be satisfactory to the com- 
mittee, this being the sum asked; and of the $40,000 
advanced, we have left $5,000. Thissum I am 
willing shall go for the additional sum of that 
amount asked forvhis services in the experiments of 
torpedoes. These propositions are undoubtedly 
liberal to a fault. : The committee surely can ask, 
in justice or liberality, nothing more. This dis- 
poses of all their claims, except the ridiculous sùg» 
gestion (with due deference be it said) that the Go- 
vernment purchase the patent-right for construct- 
ing steam frigates. This, I hope,. they will not 
seriously insist upon, for the honor of the charac- 
ter, reputation, and intelligence of the American 
Government. 

Great efforts have been used in this discussion to 
impress us with a knowledge or belief of the great 
virtues of Mr. Fulton, and the obligations we are 
under to reward his heirs for these virtues. Gen- 
tlemen forget the repudlican maxim that “my an- 
cestors’ virtues are ‘not mine.” Every individual 
in our Government, so far as virtue is concerned, 
stands upon his own footing and merits. We have 
no privileged orders here. The nature. of our Go- 
vernment, and all our free institutions, are against 
them. And itis that equality of rights that consti- 
tutes a free Government. It is as absolutely 
indispensable that this maxim should be maintained 
in its original simplicity and purity, to the support 
of our free institutions and equal rights, as that the 
laws of primogeniture in England should be main- 
tained to the support of an aristocracy. 

A word more as to the claim for fifty thousand 
dollars, this being the only item in the bill that 
seems to have the least foundation in truth or jus- 
lice; and to name it as the grounds of a claim is 
but litte short of an insult to the understanding. 
T must be permitted to make a remark or two more 
in relation toit. We will agree, fora moment, to 
the rule which the friends of this bill have insisted 
upon as just to establish the value of the use of the 
steamboat, viz: the sum per day to make up the 
aggregate amount of $50,000. This sum per day 
is $600. Will any man, disposed to think cor- 
reetly un this claim, doubt for a moment that the 
exclusive privilege of navigating all the waters 
within the jurisdiction of New York is not worth 
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as.much, for any given time, as was the use of the 

single boat Vesuvius for the same time on the Mis- 

sissippi river? I think this will not be disputed. 

The menopoly was worth as much for one day, or 

any given time, as was the Vesuvius for one day, 

. or the same time. T present the subject in this 
view, to ascertain, as near as possible, (and that, 
too, by the rule of justice the committee and friends 
of the bill have given us,). what compensation Mr. 
Fulton has received for his improvements in steam 
engine machinery, so far as the value of the mono- 
poly can be known. The monopoly was enjoyed 
for near twenty-four. years, or about 8,760 days, 
which, at $600 per day, will be upwards of 
$5,000,000, which Mr. Fulton has received from 
his invention by the exclusive privilege alone of 
navigating the waters of New York. Ihave no 
idea that he received this sum, but the estimate is 
made by the same rule that his friends rely upon 
to claim from the Government $50,000 for the use 
of the Vesuvius; and if it isa just rule in the one 
case, it must be just in the other. Taking this rule 
for our guide, pecuniary matters between the estate 
of Robert Fulton and the Government of the United 

States and the Government of New York, or the 

people of both, stand as follows: 

Robert Fulton in account for monopoly of the 
navigation of the waters within the jurisdiction 
of New York twenty-four years - $5,000,000 

Cash advanced by Government to put 
four steamboats on the Mississippi 


and Ohio rivers - - - 40,000 
Cash advanced to make experiments in 
torpedoes, which failed - - 5,000 


5,045,000 

T have not taken the usual bonus into the caleu- 
lation that other patentees receive, which is all the 
framers of the Constitution, it seems, contemplated 
the patentee should have by law. I mean the ex- 
clusive use and benelit of his discoveries, and pa- 
tent for fourteen years. The account, by this esti- 
mate, will exhibit Robert Fulton to have received 
five millions and forty-five thousand dollars to offset 
this account. The estate of Mr. Fulton has no 
claims that can be recognised as legitimate by this 
Congress or any court of justice in these United 
States, to offset this account. Trac, his memory 
hasa claim of gratitude upon the American pco- 
ple that perhaps never can be cancelled; but the 
claim of gratitude to the memory of Fulton gives 
no claim to his heirs for an appropriation of money 
by this Congress. 

Congress might (as is said in the case of Lafay- 
ette they did) have appropriated money for the 
benefits the American people derived from Mr. 
Fulton’s discoveries, and gratitude might have in- 
duced them, with constitutional propriety, to have 
enlarged the sum. But no such appropriation can 
be made to his heirs for their ancestor’s virtues, 
and not theirs. If any appropriation is made to 
them, it must be made by a claim founded in law 
and the Constitution, in the form of a contract, 
either expressed or implied, and no such claim 
exists, nor can any such celain be supported; it is 
an insult to the understanding of any man to insist 
seriously upon sucha thing; and so conscioas are 
the friends of this bill of this fact, that they searce- 
ly attempt to insist, in argument, upon such claim. 
Their efforts to support it consist in eloquent ap; 
peals to our sympajhies; our patriotism is called 
upon, and our humanity is invoked, and loud calls 
are made upon oar liberality. 

Sir, I hope the friends of this bill do not arrogate 
to themselves all the humanity, sympathy, aud pa- 
triotism. When I hear gentlemen talk so much, 
so loud, and so long about patriotism, sympathy, 
charity, and humanity, I like to see some of it. 
I like to see gentlemen “down with the dust)” per- 
haps, when it comes to personal liberality, that is, 
measuring ovr own charity and liberality by our 
own purses, those opposed to this bill may be found 
quite as liberal and quite as humane and quite as 
patriotic as those who talk so much about it. Let 
no man tell me, sir, that he can outdo me in libe- 
rality on other people’s means. Itis easy for gen- 
tlemen to talk loud, long, and eloquently about 
liberality, and earry into effect their good Jeeling, 
when they have nothing to do to carry out their 
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noble natures but open the National Treasury, and 
appropriate the contents thereof, for which, in all 
probability,. many of them never toiled or sweat. 

Here let me ask the friends. of this bill, lest I 
should forget it, while they are singing hosannas to 
Mr. Fulton's patriotism for nobly sacrificing his 
time in the experiments of the torpedoes! whether 
he had not been to Europe manifesting his. patriot- 
ism by trying. to convince some of the Kings of the 
utility and importance of his plan, to the end that 
he might receive a pecuniary reward for his disco- 
very?.and. whether it was not when thus display- 
ing his patriotism for the benefit of the national de- 
fence of France, that his plans were pronounced by 
Bonaparte ‘a system of quackery, and he an im- 
postor?”? Asa further evidence of his patriotism, 
J willask the friends of this bill to deny that he af- 
terwards offered to England, or any other Eu- 
ropean power, for their national defence, the bene- 
fiisof his discovery and patent for torpedoes and 
sub-marine engines of destruction. 

I hope, for the honor of the memory of the man 
whose services I esteem, that the friends of this bill 
who arrogate to themselves the right to eulogise 
him and sustain this claim, will be able to answer 
this question in the negative. 

Sir, I hope to be indulged while I attempt to re- 
spond to some of the arguments of gentlemen. 
And first, that most relied upon, if it ean be called 
an argument, is, that we are bound to pass this 
appropriation, in consequence of the great advan- 
tages the country has derived from the inventions 
ot Robert Fulton; that it is due to his memory and 
his. services, and consequently his heirs have a 
claim upon cur gratitude, Sir, open the door once 
for claims of this character, and where will you 
stop? And I make the inquiry in relation to ap- 
propriations for other discoveries than that of the 
power and wtility of steam and steamboats. Will 
the inventors of valuable improvements ever cease 
to knock at the door of your legistative halls, and 
will you discriminate between those that are meri- 
torious in an eminent degree, and those that may 
be a little less so? 

To judge of the importance and merits of dis- 
coveries by the cost and complication of machinery 
involved, like that of the steam engine, is nota 
correct criterion, for some of the discoveries we 
enjoy, involving the least complication and greatest 
simplicity of machinery, are of the greatest 
public and private utility. For instance, what 
comparison is there between the real utility of the 
plough and the steam engine? Small, and hum- 
ble, end simple as is the mechanism of the former, 
it has done more to ameliorate the condition of 
mankind, and add to the wealth of our country, in 
one century, than will the steam engine for a 
millennium, 

We have now no less than three patentees ap- 
plicants for Government patronage, for what they 
think great and valuable improvements in the 
application of steam, viz: to prevent the explosion 
of steam boilers, (a very humane object.) How 
many other applications there are for Government 
patronege for improvements, I know not; but so 
Jong as Congress will entertain applications of this 
nature in the character of claims, so long will 
your halls be crowded with applicants, and your 
National Treasury be bankrupt. But dangerous 
as may be the practice of entertaining applications 
for appropriations for discoveries, where the valuc 
of the discoveries are in some degree the subjecis 
of ocular demonstration, there is not half the 
danger that there is in applications that have for 
their foundation our sympathies, our humanity, 
and our charity! The former may be reduced to 
something like mathematical certainty, but the 
latter rides upon the affections, the sympathies, and 
goodness of the heart, without even personal pecu- 
niary responsibility to regulate the head. 


There are many valuable discoveries, and many | 


highly important improvements upon those disco- 
veries, whose vast and immeasurable public utility 
furnish them with as strong arguments in favor of 
Government patronage as the steam engine im- 
provements of Mr. Fulton. Bui, if you had the 
financial ability to patronize all of them, there is 
one grand objection to doing it, which has its foun- 
dation in the nature of our free institutions : I mean 


that principle that secures equal rights.and equality 
of property- to mleri i, E ANE eae, 

One individual may have a genius for painting, 
another for music; one fer invention, another for 
carrying it into ‘practical effect and public utility ; 
one for general, literary and scientific acquirements, 
and another for plain, common labor, and- industry. 
All these may be physically:and mentally- construct- 
ed for the various, pursuits. that their. inclinations 
lead them to follow, and for which their talents fit 
them, and: yet all be equally useful to society... I 
ask, where is the justice of. taxing all the rest for 
the benefit of any one of these, or one of. these for 
the benefit of. all .the rest? I. ask, what feature of 
our Constitution warrants the act that appropriates 
to a favored individual a princely fortune out of 
the honest proceeds of the working and industrious 
many, to gratify what gentlemen please to call 
honorable humanity, sympathy, and patriotism? 

Establish and pursue. a policy ofthis kind, and 
how long will it be before. we will behold the spec- 
tacle of a population made up of a few enjoying 
princely -fortunes obtained by your legislative 
bounty, the result of your humanity! and of the 
many in squalid wretchedness and degraded de- 
pendence, and hourly made so by you and your 
humanity and your legislative bounty! ; 

But to respond tosome of the arguments in favor 
of this bill. The gentleman from Kentucky: (Mr. 
Criampers] tells us, in substance, that’ Congress 
made an appropriation to an individual of $20,000 
for a new, and,.as it was supposed, an improved 
method of* pointing cannon for the destruction of 
an enemy: therefore, this bill ought. to pass... He 
also said there had been a bill introduced, and was 
now on our tables, asking for an appropriation of 
$10,000 for the perpetual use of an improved steam 
vapor bath in the navy and army of the. United 
States: therefore, this bill ought to pass, or such 
was his inference. ; 

The appropriation here referred to, of $20,000, 
may or may not have been right. "The appropria- 
tion of $10,000, as referred to, and asked for in the 
bill on your table, may be right, or it, may be 
wrong; that is a matter yet tobe decided. ‘But, 
right or wrong, they can have no bearing upon this 
bill. -If they are wrong, that does not. make the 
appropriation here asked for right; and, if right, 
they affurd no reason why this should be wrong. 
They stand upon their own merits. . 1 hope. this 
bill will be compelled to stand on its own merits. 

The gentleman informs us that it was by, the in- 
fluence of the steamboat Vesuvius that the glorious 
battle of New Orleans was gained, that saved and 
secured to that beautiful and rich city its beauty 
and booty. . I think the gentleman does great in- 
justice, if not to Old Hickory, at least to the brave 
riflemen of his own State. - The Hero of New Or. 
leans is a name as well known throughout, the 
world as that of General Andrew Jackson; indeed, 
they are synonymous. Butasl am inclined to 
think it unpleasant to the gentleman to associate 
any thing good and brave with the name of that 
distinguished individual, I. will leave it out of the 
question; so far as he was connected with that glo- 
rious and imperishable victory, which claims cne- 
third of the bright page of history that records the 
ever memorable battles of Marathon and Thermo- 
pyle. But I cannot consent to tear thus rudely 
from the brow of the brave and gallant Kentucky, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee riflemen, the never- 
fading lanrels that they so jastly and meritoriously 
gained upon the plains-of New Orleans, on the glo- 
rious eighth of January, and bestow them, either on 
the steamboat Vesuvius, or merge them in an. appro- 
priation of $100,000 to the relief of the owners of 
the Vesuvius. So very inconsiderable was this 
steamboat in that vast and splendid transaction, that 
the Commanding General was not aware that she 
was known in the transaction; nor is there a posi- 
live statement, accompanied with the solemnity. of 
an oath, that any other person knew her to be. 

Sir, the glorious events of that battle, and the 
brave riflemen who gained it, have been the theme 
of song in the Mississippi Valley from that day. to 
this. Some have represented the brave Kentucky 
rellemen as ‘possessing the powers ofthe; horse, 
with the ability, on the approach of the enemy, to 
Kick them out of the country”—others:-have coma 
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pared them to “alligators, ready to snap off their 
heads”—others to a “steamboat ready to burst her 
boiler, and blow them to atoms”—-and others to a 
“Mississippi snag against which they might run to 
their own destruction.” 

All these comparisons are only significant of the 
superior bravery, power, and chivalric patri- 
otism of those who defended New Orleans in her 
beauty and booty, and-their common country in 
their national and blood-purehased rights. But the 
gentleman is willing, for the time being, to strip 
them of all their laurels, and barter them off for the 
paltry consideration of $100,000, (paltry, I say, 
when compared with patriotism and love of coun- 
try,) for the benefit of those whom it is not con- 
tended have ever served their country: I mean the 
heirsof Mr. Fulton. The same gentleman asks 
what. consideration would induce us to give up the 
use and power of steam as applied to boats? I ask, 
what would induce us to give up the use of the 
plough, the cotton gin,the printing press,and the five 
hundred or more other improvements that serve to 
ameliorate our condition and diminish our labor? 
It is, sir, a’suflicient answer to these questions to 
ask, what obligations are we under to give them up, 
or re-purchase them, when it is well known that the 
discoverers have lung since received the Jast farth- 
ing that was expressly or impliedly promised them 
by the laws and the Constitution under whose pro- 
tection they have enjoyed the benefits of their dis- 
coveries. 
to those who have an inventive genius, by securing 
to them, for a limited time, the exclusive use or 
benefit of their improvements, at the expiration of 
which their improvements become the property of 
the public, in return for -the security given to the 
invention by the laws and the Constitution. Now, 
the advantages of the application of steam to all 
kinds of machinery are the property of the public, 
and we are under no obligation either to give them 
up, or to re-purchase them at the extravagant rate 
of $100,000. All the arguments advanced in sup- 
port of the appropriation are lawyer-like—they are 


lapsided—they are like a jug, the handle is on one. 


side. . 


The gentleman from New York (Mr. Horrman]- 


gave us an eloquent and glowing description of 
the improvements of our country. We are point- 
ed to the craggy mountains that have been tra- 
versed, the hordes of savages that have been sub- 
dued, the forests that have been cleared, the wide 
and fortile plains of the West that have been made 
to teem with plenty and bloom in beauty, the 
splendid canals that have been excavated, the 
broad rivers that have been bridged, the magnificent 
turnpike roads that link together this Union in hap- 
py and inseparable bonds, and to the ocean that is 
whitened with the canvass of your commerce; and 
attributes all this to the agency, influence, and 
power, of steam. 

The gentleman from South Carelina [Mr. Le- 
GARE,] at one flourish of the rhetorical trumpet, 
placed us on the tip top of the highest pinnacle of 
the Alleghany mountains; and pointed us to the 
broad rivers, rich valleys, splendid cities, flourish- 
ing towns, and lovely villages, teeming with com- 
merce, agriculture, and wealth, and happiness, and 
pronounces it all the work of steam and Mr. Ful- 
ton’s discoveries. But the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. McCiexian] goes a little farther, and 
not only gives all the creditto the agency of steam, 
and the inventions of Mr. Fulton, given by the for- 
mer gentleman, but represents the West as having 
been populated by steam. Mr. D. thought this 

_ was going a little too far. ; 

{Here Mr. D. made some remarks in a low tone 
of voice, to the amusement and diversion of those 
around him, but which were not heard by the re- 
porter.] 

He was willing that gentlemen might indulge in 
their figures of fancy and eulogy, so. that the great- 
er laws and designs of Nature were not broken in 
upon, to the entire destruction of the highest of hu- 
manenjoyments. But he thought gentlemen talked 
about the West and her advancements with but 
limited practical knowledge of both. That the 
improvements of steam machinery and steamboats 
had done much for the West, no one would deny ; 
but the mountains had been traversed, the savages 
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had been tamed, the forests had been subdued, 
cities. had been erected, towns were flourishing, 
commerce and agriculture were in prosperous pro- 
gress, government, churches and manufactories 
were established in the West, before ever a steam- 
boat rode upon the broad bosom of the Western 
waters. Sir, the Western country has been made 
by the toil and sweat of the pioneers and their 


' descendants, and not by steam. Steam has been 


but an auxiliary to the industry of the West, and 


the perseverance of the first settlers and their hardy 


sons. 


Gentlemen seem to have a faculty of applying 
the same argument to all purposes and objects. 
Sir, it is very convenient to have one argument 
possessing such gum-elastic elasticity that it can be 
stretched to cover all purposes and propositions that 
are wished to be successful. 


‘When at the extra session the famous Sub-Trea- 


sury bill was under discussion, two of these gen- | 
tlemen [Mr. Horrman and Mr. Lecsne,] present- |! 


ed Us, in their eloquent and captivating speeches, 
made to defeat that bill, with the same arguments 
they now use to sustain the claim of $106,000 in 
favor of the heirs of Fulton. Then banks and ihe 
credit system made the Westra country, and- pro- 
duced all the vast improvements now described 
which give power and happiness to this people a 

bu 


home, and character and reputation abread; b 
now this magic and these wonders are produced by 
steam. i 


The Sub-Treasury bill will be before us in a few 
days; what will genilemen do for arguments against 
it? ` They have stripped the banks and the credit 
system of all the honor and power that they al 
leged to have produced this happy and flourishing 
prosperity peculiar to our country, and have be- 
stowed them upon the steam system. 

I suppose, when the Sub-Treasury bill. comes 
up, gentlemen will unite the glories and the beue- 
fits of the banking system with the power of steam, 
and its national utility, to prostrate the bill. Pow- 
erful agents, to. be sure. Should gentlemen use 
this coalition, I will ask them, respectfully, to 
unite one other agency—it will be at least due to 
the hard-handed mechanic and agriculturist of the 
West. I mean the united agency of toil and 
sweat. 
ment; and if the latter will be found not 
quite so convenient for banking purposes, 
or to prostrate the Sub-Treasury scheme, they 
will at least, have the conscientious refec- 
tion that they will have presented the true 
and just clause of Western wealth and Western 
prosperity. When the gentlemen were singing 
praises to the banks, and setting forth in glowing 
terms the prosperity, happiness, and wealih they 


, 
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secured to the country, they neglected to tell us ef 


the hundreds of fortunes that were dissipated; the 
thousands of honest and industricus individuals 
that were reduced to squalid wreichedness; the pe- 
riodical pecuniary calamities that rolled over the 
country like a pestilence, sweeping and blasting 
every public and private prosperity before them, 
and prostrating every moral and social principle 


with the general wreck, that distinguishes the noble | 
I say, that they neglected to tell |: 
us of these baleful effects, which are periodicaily | 


nature of man! 


the natural and inevitable results of the banking 
system . And now, when they have changed the 
venue, when they sing with the other side of their 
face a different tune, and shout housannahs to the 


power of steam, steamboats, and the inventions of | 


Falton—all that is noble, happy, gloricus, magnifi- 
cent, and grand is exclusively attributed to steam 


and its powers for the present, to the entire exclu- |! 
sion of banks and the whole credit system—they |i 
fail to give us the whole history; they neglect to || 


name to us the fact that scarcely a public newspa- 


er crosses our observation without presenting us | 
> 


ihe account of some awful and melancholy steam- 


boat explosion; they neglect to tell us of the tens of {| 
thousands of human lives that have been lost, and | 


the millions of dollars worth of property that 
have been sunk te the bottom of every navigable 
stream in the United States, by the agency of 
steam. 
swer their purposes in neither one case nor 


he 


They will then have a triplicate argu-. 


No, sir, these disclosures would not an- | 


~ Scendants of our own native Fulton are pining in. 


other—but, lawyer like, they are kept on the dark 
and silent side. ait : 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BippiE] 
asks us, in substance, if we can unfeelingly lodk 
upon the heirs of Lafayette, basking inthe. hixury™: 
of the saloons -of Paris, while the heirs ‘and de 


poverty and want? Sir, 1 will not now. stop 
compare the relative services of Lafayette and Ro- 
bert. Fulton. Jt will answer my -purpose for the 
present tosay that had the gallant young stranger 
not left the blushing vine hills of his native. 


‘France, the fortunes and the palaces that owned 


him for their lord and master, the kings that ac- 
knowledged him for their youthful associate, and 
the wife of his bosom, “to erusade for freedom,” 
the soil upon which stands your Capitol, in which 
we are now deliberating in the capacity of repre- 
sentatives of millions of freemen, might now be 
under. British colonial government, and we, with 
those we represent, the indirect subjects of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, and the political vassals of English 
aristocracy. 

But why does the gentleman take us to the sa- 
loons of Paris to display the luxaries of wealth, or 
into the Fulton family to exhibit the effects of po- 
verty and want? Do we net see around us hun- 
dreds every day who are basking ia the sunshine 
of afiluence, who never sweat for the salt they con- 
sume, and, as far as industry and patriotism are 
concerned, are drohes upon society, while bun- 
dreds and thousands of the widows and orpkans of 
the soldiers of the Revolution, by whose blood, 
property and toil your country was emancipated, 
are pining in want and poverty? If the gentleman 
has a profusion of tears, sighs, and sympathy, he 
can pour them forth on the poor and indigent or- 
phans of these heroic and brave men “who lighted 
the beacon of rebellion, that unfurled by its blaze 
the triumphant banner of Uberty.” They are sub- 
jects worthy of his sympathy; and did our Consti- 
tution admit of sympathetic bounty, and had our 
National Treasury facilities to warrant appropria- 
lions commensurate wiih their wants and necessi- 
ties, we would all unite in raising them into com- 
fort and even affluence; but the Constitution gives 
us no such power, nor have we the means, had we 
the constitutional power. 

Mr. Speaker, it;would be unpardonable in me 
to have occupied your time and the time ofthe 
House for the length of time I have, if I had no 
other object in view than the abstract purpose of 
defeating the bill appropriating $100,000 for the 
relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, however desti- 
tuie of justice and unwarrantable that appropria- 
tien may be. But, sir, it is due to myself to 
say, it is the principle I am contending against. 
The financial interest of our country forms one of 
the greatest interests. It is, indecd, in a legisla- 
tive sense, emphatically the great interest. It con- 
sututes one of the first and highest objects of our 
legislation. Icinvolves principles and effects di- 
rectly concerned and immediately interwoven with 


life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness ; 


and upon its judicious management, we may say, 
in a great degree depend the happiness of the 
people and the perpetuity of. the Guvernment. 
Equality of rights, equality of property, and 
equality of liberty, are fundamental principles of 
our free Government, and watch-words with the 
sentinels placed by the free suffrages of the people 
upon the great constitutional ramparts erected by 
the blood of our ancestors to secure us in all time 
to come in our civil and political enjoyments, and 
in the peaceful possession of cur property. 

Task, if we are in the habit, as becomes the 
guardians of the people’s rights, of observing with 
that nicety and scrupalows vigilance the financial 
interests of the Government, or, ia other words, the 
pretection and economical distribution of the peo- 
pie’s money? 

Vigilance, sleepiess vigilance, is necessary on our 
arts. We are beset atevery corner, and in every 
street and alley, with loafers, agents, and seventh- 
rate county courtlawyers. Every applicant for re- 
lief who attends the Capitol, has his ten agents tu 
importune you, and every agent has his ten claims 
to present; and every claim amounts to from 19,000 
to $160,000. Every sympathetic feeling is roused 

` 
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with the tale of we and poverty; every applicany 
has a wife and nine small children, and one at the 
breast; and, over and above John Rogers’s number, 
an aged and tottering father and mother to support, 
and some cousins. Sir, look at our desks every 
morning, piled breast-high with fresh claims, drip- 
ping from the press, while we are swamped, knee- 
deep, with those that. preceded them the day before; 
all reported by the Committee of Claims; many of 
them, I suspect, the offspring of the goodness of 
their hearts, rather than the clearness of their 
heads. ; l 

Tne Committee of Claims report $10,000 for the 
relief of A B; another of 820,000 for the relief of C 
D; another of $30,000 for the relief of E F; another 


of $40,000 for the relief of G H, and so on to the | 


end of the alphabet, morning after morning. Why, 
sir, the honest and hard-working people of these 
United States believe this Government is out of 
debt. The word is, that the nation is ont of debt. 
Every State paper that goes forth carries with it the 
pleasing allegation that the national debt is paid off; 
every 4th of July orator proclaims, at the top ofhis 
voice, that our happy nation is out of debt; that we 
are the only instance of a great agricultural, com- 
mercial, and manufacturing nation in the world 
that presents an overflowing Treasury, out of debt, 
ele, 

Sir, ifall the claims now on our tables, reported 
by the Committee of Claims, and all that are in 
the hands of the thousand and one lazy, lounging, 
lazaroni loafers that beset your Capitol, should re- 
ceive tha reconctied light of the committee's counte- 
nance, together with the thousands of others that 
witlerowd through the door that will be opened by 
the passage of this bill—I say, if all these are to be 
entertained, or one-half’ of them have their founda- 
tion in justice, this Government is not out of debt, 
nor will it be with a full century’s national prospe- 
rity. Sir, had this bill forced its way into this 
House throngh any other means or medium than 
the Committee of Claims, I would say, uuhesita- 
lingly, (to use a common phrase,) the accounts up- 
on which itis predicated had been trumped up to 
give it the appearance of a constitutional claim; tor, 
of all the claims that have ever fallen to my lot to 
examine, in my individnal capacity, in my capaci- 
ty of representative in the State Legislature, or in 
the hmable part I have taken here in such exami- 
nations, Lam convinced, and compelled to sa ya 
that this claim is the most gronndless in its natnre, 
and has the least foundation in equity, law, or jus- 
ice. 

Sir, were I to give my vote for this bill, believing 
as I do that it has no foundation in equity, law, or 
justice, I would be guilty of a violation of the 
Constitution, and, consequently, of that oath I 
have taken, for which I am responsible to my 
country, my conscience, and my God. I would, in 
my opinion, he violently robbing the National 
Treasury. I would be wringing from the forehead 
of sweatand the hand of toil the precious results 
of honest industry, and be bestowing it upon—if 
not the prefigate—those who have no claim to it 
in law or justice. Sir, how are the principles of 
that equality of liberty and of property to-be main- 
tained as recognised by our Coustitution aud our 
free institutions, while almost the whole course of 
our legislation consists in arresting from the hand of 
industry princely fortunes, and bestowing them on 
atavored few? Sir, permit me to say, in eoneln- 
sion, that the high regard I entertain for the mems- 
yy of Fulton, and the value by which I appreciate 
the national importance of his improvements of 
the steam engine, make me deeply regret the ne- 
cessity I have been under to oppose this bill in the 
manner Į have. Dest my motives should be mis- 
taken, and I should be wrongly represented, or jn- 
correctly reported, let me say that I stand ready to 
do as mneh for the heirs of Robert Fulton (if they 
require relief,) as any other individual in my cir- 
<umstances; and those [have the honor to repre- 
sent on this floor, F hesitate not to say, will 
do as much, with as generous and noble a feeling, 
as any other people. Yes, sir, such I know to be 
their spirit of liberality; and some of them may be 
even prepared to censnre me for the course I have 
taken against this appropriation. If so, I can only 
Say in my own defence that Į come not here to vote 


Theirs of Rober 


oe eh a te ee 


1 Fulton— Mr. Hoffman. 


away money out of the National Treasury when 
our sympathy er humanity may dictate such a 
vote. Uhavea better guide for my official con- 
duet. T have the plain, broad highway to travel, I 
mean the Constination, and its'dictates I must and 
will follew; and I now give notice io those who are 
associated with me here, and to those I represent 
abroad, that while T have a stand on this floor I 
will never give my vote for the appropriation of 
one dollar of the public money, éither for local 
purposes, local patriotism, or charitable motives of 
a personal character, or any other purpose except 
for the support of the legitimate purposes for which 
the Federal Government was formed. 

If my constituents are disposed to manifest their 
liberality, (as I know they are on all meritorious 
applications,) they must distribute theirown bounty 
with their own hands to the extent of their own 
charitable feelings and their means; for of these 
they are better judges than Iam. 

They knew before they elected me, that I was in 
principle, and by practice, a strict constructionist, 
and a constitutional limttarian. They must not, 
now, and [trust will not, expect me to vote away, 
from charitavle or any other motives, the public 
money, in violation of that Constitution they have 
required me to take a solemn ‘oath to sustain. 


REMARKS OF MR. HOFFMAN, OF N. YORK. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said that he felt it to be his 
duty to call the attention of the House for a few 
moments to some of the remarks which had been 
made Ly various adversaries of the bill now under 
consideration, and to reply to some of the argu- 
ments used by those gentlemen in opposition to t. 
Tt was no part of his intention to repeat the argu- 
ments contained in the report of the Cominittee of 
Claims, a report which had been sustained by the 
House, ma decision which be believed would be 
deemed a righteous verdict by any impartial jury 
in the country; nor would he now advert to the 
many claims of Fulton upon his own State, or the 
young and enterprising States of the West. ‘Yu 
the immense benefits which his application of 
steam to the propulsion of boats had conferred 
upon the Union, he had already called the attention 
of this House when this bill was first under discus- 
sion. By that application, and the facility it af- 
forded to daily intercourse and communion of 
friendship, he believed that our States were bound 
together in an indissoluble Union. By it the mighty 
West had been made what she is, and by its agency 
her fair cities had started into life and beauty al- 
most at the sound of the woodman's axe. Putthere 
had been some objections suggested, to which he did 
think some reply was necessary. 

He would call the attention of the House to the 
startling item, which had proved the theme of so 
much discussion and animadversion—that of the 
detention of the steamboat Vesuvius and the 
damage done to the same, amounting to $75,000. 
Tt was now said that any boat might be obtained 
te do the same service for thator fora less sum; 
now, while all the navigable waters of the eoun- 
try are burdened with steam vessels. Buatif the 
House will remember the time and the situation of 
the country when this service was performed; it 
was a time of war, a period of distress, and of 
painiul anxiety; when even the boldest. and most 
sanguine patriot believed that New Orleans must 
fall into the hands of the enemy; when no one 
could have possibly predicted that the exertions of 
that brave and indomitable soldier who defended 
that city would prove successful; when in her very 
streets, 


(G 


=== the citizens, with terror dumb, 

Mere W nerie with white lips, ‘the foec! they come! they 
Then all were anxious to save what they might, if 
not all they would, of their fortunes; and, as he 
had been told by his friend from Louisiana [Mr. 
GARLAND,} enormous prices were paid for every 
kind of conveyance by which property could be 
transported. [twas at such a time as this that 
this vessel was seized at New Orleans, and im- 
pressed into the service of the United States, when 
such immense profits might have been realized by 
its proprietor. This was done by the Govern- 
ment rightful and legally, and the Government are 
therefore bound to compensate the proprietor ade- 
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sent, when absoltiely necessary” for the publie 
good; but then, when’ that citizen’ asked for com- 
pensation, the power that seized jt must also, be’ 
exerted liberally to remunerate him for it.” This 
item in the bill js the great stumbling-block in’ the | 
path of its opponents. But there were othéis, to ` 
which he would’ not then advert; | He,’ however, | 
could not dismiss the subject without adverting to: 
whathad faljen from séme of the opponents’of" the” 
hill, in relation to the part taken by the public press 
in this matter, Tt had been said that the press had 


heen enlisted in support of the bill under conside- 


ration. Mr. Herrman would ask when it was that 
the press had. taken- ŝo decided and warma stand 
in favor of the measure? Was it before the vote 
was taken upon the billin that body? No. While 
the subject was under debate the press was silent. 
It was only after that vote had been taken, and the 
public believed that that vote was final, that the 
press came, from the East and West, the Norih 
and the South, loaded with rejoicing that tardy jas- 
tice had been done to the children of a publie benc- 
factor. 

But how was it with those opposed to the mea- 
sure? Were noi the remarks of thé honorable 
member from New York, (Mr. Russzur,] in oppe- 
sition to the claim, (clear and conclusive as they 
doubtless were to his own mind, hawever sophis- 
tical they might seem to others,) not only published, 
but widely circulated during the actual discussion 
of the bill, and while the question was pending? 
Mr. Horrman did not mention this in reprehension 
of that course: the friends of the bill did not fear 
the effects of discussing it freely and critically. 

But (continued Mr. H.) the geneman from Yir- 
cinta [Mr. Crate] strikes at the very root of the 
malier. Others have contented themselves with 
tearing away the branches, and scattering the 
foliage. Flis blow is more direct-and radical. He 
denies, beldly, any other credit to the genius of 
Fulton, as the inventor of steam navigation, than 
that he was the child of good luck ; that good tuck 
is the parent of all that we admire in science or in- 
arms. If this be so, why then, indeed, what a 
bubble is reputation! How vain and how idle are 
the anxious days and sleepless nights devoted to. the 
service of your country! By this argument you 
would (said Mr. H.) strip from the brow of the’ 
scholar his hay, and from those of the statesman 
and soldier their Jaurcl. You would strike from 
your pension roll the name of the veteran patriot 
who has shed his blood in achieving your country’s 
independence. Why do you deck with chaplets 
the statue of the Father of his Country, if good 
luck, and good luck alone; be all that commends 
hin to our love and gratitade? a i 

[Hiere Mr. Craie of Virginia observed, “bad 
luck wonld have made him a traitor’) ; 

Ay, (rejoined Mr. Horrman,) but in whose esti- 
mation? Not in that of those who saw aad knew 
the trne character of the contest in which he was 
engaged. What! has it come to this, in the esti- 
mation of the gentleman frem Virginia, that the 
greet and holy principles that goversed and produc- 
ed our Revolution depended for their truth and pu- 
rity upon success or defeat? Would Washington, 
if his bleod had been poured outas a prisoner and 
a rebel before the scaffold, been regarded as a trai- 
tor by Warren and by Hancock, by Greene, by 
Hamilton, by the crowd of patriots who. encom- 
passed him oround, partners of his toil and- sharers 
of bis patriotism? Has the martyrdom ofa Russell 
and a Sydney extinguished the love and the admi-~ 
zation ef the world for their noble efforts to give 
freedom to their country? Was it goad duck that 
iinpelied Columbus, through discouragement, con- 
ey, and poverty, to persevere in his path of, 
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danger unti] this Western world blessed his sight 
and rewarded his energy and ‘his daring? Does 
the gentleman emulate the glory of the third King 
of Rome, Tullus Hostilius? And would he erect 
in our own land a temple of Fortune? Would he 
tear in our own State, made an‘empire by the wis- 
dom and sagacity of one of her sons, the statue of 
her Clinton from the mighty pedestal, reaching 
from the Ocean to the Lakes, upon which it stands, 
and place it in a narrow niche in his: temple 
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cated to Fortune? But my friend from Virginia, if 
he will allow me to call him so, cannot mean what 
he said. It was a hasty expression. It would do 
dishonor to the great men of that Mother of States 
which he represents upon this floor with so much 
ability and fidelity. : : 

But the last and boldest attack (said Mr. H.) 
against the claims of Mr. Fulton upon the grati- 
tude and upon the justice of the country had been 
made by the member from Ohio, (Mr. Duncan.] 
He had attempted to show by documents, and to 
prove by labored arguments, that Robert Fulton 
was not the inventor of steam navigation. To 
some parts of that speech Mr. H. said he should 
not refer: He had been delighted with the refresh- 
ing and unusual sight of the merging of political 
and party feeling in that of justice and gratitude to 
a public benefactor, during the discussion of this 
question.. In that hall, too often made the gladia- 
torial arena in which political contests were waged 
with violence and warmth, it was indeed refresh- 
ing to witness, upon a question like’ that under con- 
sideration, the walls of party petition for a season 
prostrated; “and he should make no reférences, 
therefore, to that part of the gentleman’s remarks 
which would tend to erect that wall anew upon the 
present occasion. 

(Mr. Duncan here rose, and disclaimed the in- 
tention of giving a party character to his remarks.] 


Mr. Horpman said that he certainly did not in- 
tend to do injustice to the gentleman from Ohio. 
He did not mean to aver that that gentleman had in- 
tended to make this a question for the action of par- 
ty against party. But he (Mr. D.) had alluded to 
what had been formerly said upon the Sub-Treasu- 
ry scheme, that it was the banks to which the West 
owed its prosperity; and that now it was said that it 
was to steam, &c. Now Mr. H. had not opposed 
the Sub-Treasury scheme because it was opposed to 
banks, but because it tended to destroy a well-regu- 
lated credit system, the successful operation of 
which had made. the West what it is. Mr. H. be- 
lieved and knew, as well as the. gentleman from 
Ohio, that it was'the woodman’s axe that cleared 
the way in the western wilds for the foundation of 
those fair cities that now showed so beautifully up- 
on the banks of those rivers; but he also knew that 
it was credif—credit, which had nerved the arm of 
the woodman—credit, without which that enterpris- 
ing people would have lacked the facilities which 
were requisite to make their hardy toil effective and 
triumphant over the obstacles it had to encounter. 

But the House and the world were told that Ful- 
fon was not the inventor of steam navigation. 
This [said Mr. Horrman] is no new idea. It had 
often rang through the different countries of Europe, 
and had been frequently ushered forth to the world 
by men jealous of the laurels of their own country 
in the peaceful walks of science and literature. 
But he had never before heard, and, indeed, had 
never expected to hear, especially in the halls of 
Congress, a repetition and admission of the truth of 
such an assertion, from the lips of an American 
citizen! Go to the western waters; tell the people 
of that country that not to Filton, but to a foreigner, 
was due the renown of having been the first suc 
cessfully to apply the power of steam to naviga- 
tion, and see how such an assertion will be re- 
ceived by the constituents of the gentleman himself! 
Sir, it is not to be wondered at that such emulation 
exists among nations, in the assertion of a claim to 
such a source of national glory. Seven cities con- 
tended for the fame of Homer’s birth; and it should 
excite no surprise that other nations should seek to 
place within their own borders the fountain from 
which such bountiful streams have flowed, to 
enrich and civilize the world. England tells 
the world that it is. to a Scotchman that the 
honer of this discovery is due; and that it was 
the Clyde and the Thames that first ` withessed 
the triumphant success of this wonderful invention. 
France, through her National Institute, declares 
that the Seine first witnessed this triumph of the ge- 
nius of man over the conflicting winds and waves. 
And even Spain, degraded and enslaved Spain, 
roused by the voice of emulation, has looked forth 
from her. cloistered halls of superstition, and has 
raised her head from her blood-stained fields of 
givil war, and declared that in the age of Chartes, 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


in the presence of her Court and nobles, this expe- 
riment was success{olly tried! But America, 
proudly seated upon the enduring monument which 


Robert Fulton has reared, laughs to scorn the 


claims of rivals, and looks down serenely upon 


these billows of strife, which break at the base of 


her noble throne. And yet. we, her Representa- 
tives, who should gnard her honor, strive to tear 


her from her seat of dignity and pride, or else | 


meanly stoop to calculate the value of each parti- 
cular item, before we will compensate and reward 
the glorious architect by whom that monument of 
individual fame and national glory was reared. 


The former report, to which gentlemen have al- 


luded, in favor of the claimants, as being in full 


satisfaction of this claim, was made, the House | 


must know, when the heirs of Fulton were desti- 
tute and in suffering. They had come to this House, 
and knocked gently at your door: they told you, we 
are the orphan children of him who has honored 
you—we are poor and destitute in the land which 
our father’s genius has enriched. And, in the 
pathetic language of Lear, they asked ‘that you 
would vouchsafe to them raiment, bed, and food.” 
At that time $5,000 was awarded, and they were 
referred to the future legislation of Congress for 
further relief: 

Mr. H. would beseech that House not to send 
them again away, withont satisfaction. - 
mitment of the bill would work its total defeat at this 
session of Congress. Let it then be sent to the 


Senate, where it will meet with a cool and careful 


discussion; and let the gentleman from Ohio lay his 
griefs and his arguments before his friend, the Se- 
nator from that State, who will of course act upon 
itas he thinks best. But, if it now be reconsider- 
ed, its fate was certain; it can never be called up. 
It must die a lingering death upon the Speaker’s 
table—a fate from which I again implore this 
House to save these interesting petitioners. He 
trusted that the motion to reconsider would not pre- 
vail. 


SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 
i OF Sourn CAROLINA, 

In Senate, March 22, 1838.—In reply to Mr. Wes- 
STER, on the bill to separate the Government 
frem banks. 

Mr. Presipent: After having addressed the Se- 
nate twice, I would owe an apology, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, for again intruding myself on 


its patience. But, after what fell from the Senator |; 


from Massachusetts, nearest to me, [Mr. WER- 
STER] the other day, the greater part of which was 


not only directed against my arguments, but at me |; 
personally, I feel that my silence, and not my no- | 


tice of his remarks, would require an apology. 
And yet, notwithstanding I am thus constrained 
again to address the Senate, I fear ‘i will not be 
impossible to avoid exciting some impatience, fa- 
tigued and exhausted as it must be by so long a 
discussion; to prevent which, as far as practicable, 
I shall aim at as much brevity as possible, consis- 
tently with justice to myself and the side I support. 

The Senator’s speech was long and multifarious, 
consisting of many parts, which had little or no 
connection with the question under consideration. 
For the sake of brevity and distinctness, I propose 
to consider it under four heads. First, his prelimi- 
nary course, which treated at large of credits and 
banks, with very litte reference to the subject. 
Next, his arguments on the question at issue; and 
that to be followed by his reply tomy arguments at 
this and the extra session; and, finaily, his conclu- 
sion, which was appropriated wholly to personal 
remarks, and a comparison between his and my 
public course, without having the slightest relation 
either to the subject or any thing I had said in the 


debate, but which the Senator obviously considered - 


as the most important portion of his speech, 
devoted one day almost wholly to it, and delivered 


himself with an earnestness and vehemence which j 
clearly manifested the importance which he at- |) 
I shall, as in duty bound, pay my re- |: 
spects first to that, which so manifestly occupied |) 
the highest place in his estimation, though standing |} 


tached to it. 


at the bottom in the order of his remarks. 


The Senator opened this portion of his speech | 


A recom- | 


Senate. 


with much courtesy, accompanied by many re- 
marks of respect and regard, which I understood to 
be an intimation that he desired the attack he was 
about to make to be attributed to political, and not 
personal motives. - I accept -the. intimation, and 
. shall meet him-in the “sense. he intended. "hig, 
there never has beer, between the Senator and 
myself, the least ‘personal difference, nor has-a 
word, having a personal bearing, ever passed be- 
tween us in debate, prior to the present occasion, 
within my recollection, during the long period we 
have been in public life, except on the discussion of 
the force bill and proclamation, which, considering 
how often we have stood opposed on deep and 
exciting questions, may be regarded as not a little 
remarkable. But our political relations have not 
been on as good a footing as our personal. He 
seems to think that we had harmonized not badly 
till 1824, when, according to his version, I became 
too sectional for him to act any longer with me; 
but which I shail hereafter show originated in a 
very different cause. My-.impression, I must say, 
is different, very different, from that of the Senator. 
From the commencement of our public life to the 
present time, we have differed on almost all ques- 
tions involving the principles of Government and 
-| its permanent policy, with the exception of a short 
i| interval, while I was in the War Department, 
|| when the Senator agreed with the South on the pro- 
tective system and some other measures. I-do not 
| 


) consider our casual. concert, during the last few 
years of the late Administration, when we were 
‘| both opposed tothe Executive power, as constituting 
|| an exception. It was understood that we both ad- 
hered to our principles and views of policy without 
| the least surrender, and our personal relations were 
| formal and cold, during the whole period. In fact, 

| we moved in entirely different spheres. We dif- 
fered in relation to the origin and character of the 
Government, the principles on which it rested, and 
the policy it ought to pursue; and I could not at all 
| sympathize with the grave and deep tone with 
1; Which the Senator pronounced our final separation, 
i as he was pleased to call it, and which, in my 
| opinion, would have been much more appropriate 


t 
|! to the separation of those who had been long and 
| intimately united in the support of the same princi- 
ples and policy, than to the slight and casual rela- 
tions, personal and political, which had existed be- 
i; tween us. Dia 
| Setting, then, aside all personal. motives, I may 
| well ask, what political grief, what keen disap- 
| pointment is it, whick at this time could induce 
l! him to make the attack he has on me, and, I might 
| The 
He 
has unfolded the cause of his grief, and pointed 
to the source of his disappointment. He told us 
that “victory was within reach, and my co-ope- 
ration only was wanted to prostrate forever those 
in power.” These few words are a volume. They 
disclose all. Yes, victory was within reach, the 


| 
| add, the manner in which he made it? 

i 

i 

j 

| 

| arm outstretched, the hand expanded to seize it, 
f 

i 

H 
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Senator himself shall answer the question. 


and I would not co-operate. Hence the grief, 
hence the keen disappointment, 
the waters of bitterness that have rolled their 
billows against me. And what a victory! Not 
simply the going out of one party and the coming 
in of another; not merely the expulsion of the Ad- 
ministration, and the induction of the Opposition, 
buta great political revolution, carrying with it 
the fundamental principles of the Government 
and a permanent change of policy. It would have 
brought in, not oniy the Senator and his party, 
but their political creed, as announced by him in 
the discussion on the prociamation and force bill, 
with which he now launts those in power-—a fact 
to be noted and remembered. He, the champion 
of those measures, against whom I contended foot 
10 foot for ene entire session, now casts up to me, 
that in refusing to co-operate with him, I protect 
the party in power, not a small portion of whom, I 
have good reason to believe, were drawn by the ad- 
verse current of the times reluctantly from their 
own principles to the support of those measures, 
and with it the Senator and his principles. Yes, 1 
repeat, it would have brought in the Senator and 
his consolidation doctrines, which regard this Go- 
vernment as one great national republic, with the 


and hence 
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right to construe ‘finally and conclusively the ex- 
tent of its own powers, and to enforce its construc- 
tion’at the point of the bayonet; doctrines which, 
ata blow, sweep away every vestige of State 
Rights, and reduce the States to mere petty and 
dependent corporations. It would have also 
brought in his policy, bank, tariff, and all. Even 
now, when victory is uncertain, the Senator an- 
nounces the approach of the period’ when he shall 
wove the renewal of the protective system; a pre- 


cious confession, that dropped out in the heat of 


discussion. : 

(Mr. Weester. No, T spoke deliberately.} 

So much, then, the worse. That justifies all I 
have said and done; that proves my foresight and 
firmness, and will open the eyes of thousands, espe- 
cially in the South, who have heretofore doubted 
the correctness of iny course on this question. 

The victory would not only have been complete 
had I co-operated, but it would also have been 
permanent. The portion of the State Rights party, 
with which. I acted, would have been absorbed— 
yes, absorbed; it is the proper word, and I use itin 
spite of the sarcasm of the Senator. The other 
would have been scattered and destroyed, and the 
Senator and his party, and their principles and po- 
hey, would have been left undisputed masters of 
the field, unresisted and irresistible. ‘Fhe first 
ifuits of the victory would have been the re-union 
of the poliucal and money power—a wedded union 
never more to be dissolved. The tariff would have 
been renewed--I may now speak positively, after 
the declaration of the Senator—to be again follow- 
ed by an overflowing revenue, profuse and corrupt 
expenditures, heavy surplus, and overwhelming pa- 
tromage, which would have closed the doors to 
wealth and distinction to all who refused to bend 
the knee at the shrine of the combined powers. All 
this was seen and fully comprehended by the Sena- 
tor; and hence again, I repeat, his deep grief, his 
keen disappointment, and his attacks on me, for 
refusing to co-operate. 

The Senator must have known that, in refusing, 
I acted on principles and opinions long entertained 
and fully declared years ago. In my reply to his 
associate in this joint war on me, in which I am 
attacked at ence in front and rear, I demonstrated, 
to the satisfaction ef the Senate, the truth of what 
I assert, so completely, that the Senator’s associate 
didnot even atlempta denial. And yet, such is 
the depth of the Senator’s grief and disappointment, 
that it hurried him to a repetition of exploded 
charges which, in his cooler moments, he must 
know to be unfounded. He repeated the stale and 
refuted charge of a summerset, of going over, and 
of being struck with a sudden thought; and sum- 
moned up all his powers of irony and declama- 
tion, of which he proved himself to he a great mas- 
ter on the oecasicn, to make my Edgefield letter, 
in which I assigned my reason for refusing to co- 
operate, ridiculous. I see in all this but the disap- 
pointed hopes of one who had fixed his gaze in- 
tensely on power that had eluded his grasp, and 
who sought to wreak his resentment on him who 
had refused to put the splendid prize in his hands. 
He resorted to ridicule, because it was the only 
weapon that truth and justice left him. He well 
knows how mach deeper are the wounds that they 
inflict than the slight panctures that the pointed, 
but feeble, shafts of ridicule leave behind; and he 
used the more harmless weapon only because he 
could not command the more deadly. That is in 
my hand. F brandish itinhis eyes. It is the only 
one I need, and I intend to use it freely on this 
occasion. 

After pouring out his wailing in such doleful 
tones, because | would not co-operate in placing 
nim and his party in power, and prostrating my 
own, the Senator next attacks me because I stated 
in my Edgefield letter, as I understood him, that I 
vallied on General Jackson, with the view of pul- 
ting down the tariff by Executive influence. I have 
looked over that letter with care, and can find no 
such expression. 

(Mr. WEBSTER. 
sion.] 

I was about to add that I had often used it, and 
cannot but feel surprised that the Senator should 
postpone the notice of i: till this late period, if he 
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thought it deserving reply. Why did he not reply 
to it years ago, when I first used it in debate? But 
the Senator asked what I meant by Executive in- 
fluence. Did I mean his. veto? He must have 
asked the question thoughtlessly. He must know 
that the veto can only apply to bills on their pas- 
sage, and coukl not possibly be used in case of 
existing Jaws, such as the tarif acts He also 
asked if there was concert in patting down the tariff 
between myselfand the present Chief Magistrate? 
I reply by asking him a questicn, to which, asa 
New England man, he cannot object. He has 
avowed his determination, in a certain contingency, 
which he thinks is near, that he will move the re- 
newal of the tariff. I ask, is there concert on tha! 
point, hetween him and his associate in this attack? 
And finally, he asks if I disclosed my motives 
then? Yes: I am not in the habit of disguising 
them. I openly and constantly avowed that it was 
one of my leading motives in supporting General 
Jackson, because F expected he would use his in- 
fluence to effect a gradual, bat thorough, reduction 
of the tariff, that would reduce the system to the 
revenue point; and when f saw reason to doubt 
whether he would accomplish what E deem so im- 
portant, I did not wait the event of his election, but 
moved openly and boldly in favor of State interpo- 
sition, as a certain remedy, which would not fail to 
effect the reduction, in the eveat he should disap- 
point me. : 

The Senator, after despatching my letter, con- 
cluded his speech by volunteering a comparison 
between his and my pablje character, not very fat- 
tering to me, but highly complimentary to himself. 
He represented me as sectional, in the habit of 
speaking coustanuy of the unconstitutional and op- 
pressive operations of the tariff} whieh he thought 
very unpatriotic; of having certain sinister objects 
m view in calling op the South to unite, and of 
marching off under the State rights banner; while 
he paints himself in the most glowing and opposite 
colors. ‘There is, Mr. President, no disputing about 
taste; such are the effects of a difference of organi- 
zation and education, that what is offensive to one 
is often agreeable to another. According to my 
conception, nothing can be more painful than to 
pronounce our own praise, particularly in contrast 
with another, even when forced to do so in self-de- 
fence; but how one can rise in his place, when 
neither his motive nor conduct is impeached, and 
when there is nothing in the question, or previous 
diseussion, that would possibly justify it, and pro- 
nounce an eulogy on himself, which a modest man 
would blush to pronounce on a Washington or a 
Franklin to his face, isto me uuerly incomprehen- 
sible. But, if the Senator, in pronouncing his gor- 
geous piece of autobiography, had contented him- 
self in simply proclaiming, in his deep tone, to the 
Senate and the assembled multitute of spectators, 
that he came into Congress as the representative 
of the American people; that, ifhe was born for 
any good, it was for the good of the whole people, 
and the defence of the Constitution; that he habi- 
tually acted as if acting in the eyes of the framers 
of the Constitation; that it would be easier to drive 
these pillars from their bases, than to drive or se- 
duce him from his lofty purpose; that he would do 
nothing to weaken the brotherly love beween these 
States, and every thing that they should remain 
united, beneficially and thoroughly forever, T 
would have gazed in silent wonder, without utter- 
ing a word, at the extraordinary spectacle, and the 
happy self-delusion in which he seems to exist. 
But when he undertook not only to erect an image 
to himself, as au object of self adoration, but to 
place alongside of it a carved figure of myself, with 
distorted Hubs and features, to heighten and render 
more divine his own image, he invited, he chal- 
jenged, nay, he compelled me to inquire into the 
bigh qualities which he arrogates to himself, and 
the truth of the comparison which he has drawn be- 
tween us. If the inquiry should excite some re- 
miniscences not very agreeable to the Senator, or 
disturb the happy self- /elusion in which he reposes, 
he must blame not me, but his own self-sufficiency 
and boasting at my expense. 

Know yourself, is an ancient maxim, the wis- 
dom of which I never before so fully realized. 
Flow imperfectly even the talented and intelligent 


i 


Wr. Calhoun, 


-brt those of others. 


know themselves! “Our understanding, Hike 0u 
eyes, Seems to.be given, nol to see our own features, 
How diffident we ought to be. 
of any favorable opinion that. we may have-formed. 
of ourselves! That one of the distinguished abili- 
ties of the Senator, and his.mature age, should 
form so erroneous an opinion of his real charac- 
ter, is indeed truly astonishing. < T do not deny that 
he possesses many excellent qualities,” My object 
is truth, and. t intend neither to exaggerate norde- ` 
traci. But I musi say, that the character-which he 
attributes to himself is wholly dissimilar from what 
really belongs to him. - So far.from that universal 
and ardent patriotism which’ knows neither place 
nor person, that he ascribes to himself, he is, above 
all the distinguished public men with whom. Iam 
acquainted, remarkable for a devoted attachment 
lo the interest, the institutions, and the place where 
Providence has cast his lot. Ido not censure him 
for his local feelings. The Author of our being 
never intended that creatures of our limited faculties 
should embrace, with equal intenseness of affection, 
the remote and the near. Such an organization would 
lead us constantly to intermeddle with. what we 
would but imperfectly understand, and often to do 
mischief where we intended good. But the Sena- 
tor is far from being liable to such acharge. His 
affections, instead of being too wide and boundless, , 
are too concentrated. As local as his attachment is, 
it does not embrace all within its limited scope... It 
takes in but a class even there—a powerful, influ- 
ential, and intelligent, but still a class which influ- 
ences and controls all his actions, and so absorbs 
his affections as to make him overlook large por- 
tions of the Union; of which I propose to give one 
or two striking illustrations. 

I must then remind the Senator that there is a 
vast extent of our wide-spread Union, which lies 
south of Mason and Dixon’s line, distinguished by 
its peeniiar soil, climate, situation, institutions, and 
productions, which he has never encircled within 
the warm embraces of his universal patriotism. As 
long as he has heen in public life, he has not, to 
the best of my knowledge, given a single’ vote.to 
promote its interest, or done an act to defend its 
rights. 1 wish not to do him injustice. IfI could 
remember a single instance I would cite it; but I 
annot, in casting my eyes over his whole course, 
call to mind one. As boundless and ardent, then, 
as is his patriotisin, according to his.own aecount, 
it tums out that itis limited by metes and bounds 
that exclude nearly one half of the whole Union! 

But it may be said that this total absence of all 
manifestation of attachment to an. entire section of 
the Union is not to be attributed to the want of an 
ardent desire to promote its interest and security,but 
of occasion to exhibit it. “Unfortunately for the 
Senator, such an excuse would be without founda- 
tion, Opportunities are daily and hourly offering. 
The section is the weakest of any, and its pecu- 
liar interest and institutions expose it constantly to 
injustice and ‘oppression, which afford many:and 
fine opportunities to display that generous and-no- 
ble patriotism which the Senator attributes to hini- 
self, and which delights in taking the side of the às- 
sailed against the assailant. Even now, at this'mo- 
ment, there is an opportunity which. one professing 
such ardent and universal attachment to the whole 
country as the Senator does, would greedily em- 
brace. A war is now, and has been for years, 
systematically and fiercely carried on in violation 
of the Constitution, against a long-standing and 
widely-extended institution of that section, which ‘is. 
indispensable, not only to its prosperity, but to: its 
safety and existence, and which calls loudly. on eve- 
ry patriot to raise his voice and arm in its defence. 
How has the Senator acted? Has he raised. his 
mighty arm in defence of the assailed, or thundered 
forth his denunciation against the assailants? These 
are searching questions. ‘They test the truth of his 
universal and boasted attachment to the ‘whole 
country; and in order that the Senate may compare 
his acts with his professions, I propose to present 
more fully the facts of the case and-his course. 

It is well known, then, that the’section to which 
I refer is inhabited by two races, from different eon- 
tinents, and descended from. different ‘stocks; and 
that they have existed together under “their present 
relation from the first settlement-of the country. It 
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is also well known that the ancestors of the Sena- 
tor’s constituents, (T include the section,) brought 
no small portion of the ancestors of the African, or 
inferior race, from their native home across the 
ocean, and sold’ them as slaves to, the ancestors of 
our constituents, and pocketed the price, and pro- 
fited greatly by the traffic: Itis also known, that 
when the Constitution was formed, our section felt 
much jealousy lest the powers which it conferred 
should be used to interfere with the relations exist- 
ing between the two races; to allay which, and in- 
duce our ancestors to enter the Union, guards, that 
were deemed effectual against the supposed danger, 
were inserted in the instrument. It is also known 
that the product of the labor of the inferior race has 
furnished the-basis. of. our widely-extended com- 
merce and ample revenue, which has. supported the 
Government and diffused wealth and prosperity 
through the other section. This is one side of the 
picture. Let us now turn and look at the other. 
How has the other section acted? I include not 
all, nor a majority.. We have had recent proof, 
during the discussion of the resolutions I offered at 
the commencement of the session, to what great 
extent just and patriotic feelings exist in that quar- 
ter, in reference to the subject under consideration. 


I then narrow the question, and ask, how has the ` 


majority of the Senator’s constituents acted, and 
especially a large portion of his political support- 
‘ers and admirers? Have they respected the title to 
our property, which we trace back to their ances- 
tors, and which, in good faith and equity, carries 
with it an implied warranty, that binds them to de- 
fend and protect our rights to the property sold us? 
Have they regarded their faith plighted to us on 


entering into the constitutional compact which ` 


formed the Union, to abstain from interfering with 
our property, and to defend and protect us in its 
quiet enjoyment? Have they acted as those ought 
who have participated so largely in the profits de- 
rived from our labor? No; they are striving, night 
and day, in violation of justice, plighted faith, and 
the Constitution, to divest us of our property—to 
reduce us to the level of those whom they sold to 
us as slaves, and to overthrow an’ institution on 
which our safety depends. - 

I come nearer home. How has the Senator 
himself acted? He who has such influence and 
weight with his constituents, and who boasts of his 
universal patriotism and brotherly leve and afec- 
tion for the whole Union? Has he raised his 
voice to denounce this erying injustice, or his arm 
to arrest the blow of the assailant, which threatens 
to dissever the Union, and forever alienate one- 
half of the community from the other? Has. he 
utiered a word in condemnation of violated faith, 
ot honor trampled in the dust? No: he. has sat 
quietly in his place, without moving a finger or 
raising his voice. Without raising his voice, did I 
say? I mistake. His voice has been raised, not for us, 
bat our assailants. His arm has been raised, not to 
arrest the aggressor, but to open the doors of this 
chamber, in order to give our essailants an en- 
trance here, where they may aim the most deadiy 
biow against the satety of the Union, and our tran- 
quillity and security. He has thrown the mantle, not 
of protection over the Constitution, but over the mo- 
tive and character of those whose daily avocation 
is to desiroy every vestige of brotherly love be- 
tween these States, and to convert the Union into a 
curse, instead of a biessing.. He has done more. 
The whole Senate hasseen him retire from his seat, 
to avoid a vote on one Of the resolutions that F 
moved, with a view to rally the patriotic of every 
portion of the community against this fell spirit, 
which threatens to dissolve the Union, and turn the 
brotherly. love and affection in which it originated 
into deadly hate, which was so obviously true he 
could not vote against, but which he dodged, rather 
than throw his weight on our side, and against our 
assailants. And yet, while these things are fresh 
in our recollection, notorious, and known to all, 
the Senator rises in his place, and proclaims aloud 
that he comes in as the representative of the United 
States; that, if he was born for any good, it was 
for the good of the whole people, and defence of 
the Constituiton; that he always acts as.if under the 
eyes of the framers of the Constitution; that it 
would be easier to drive these pillars from their 


bases, than him from his lofty purpose; that he will 
do nothing to destroy the brotherly love between 
the States, and every thing that the Union may 
exist for ever, beneficially and thoroughly for all! 
Whata ccntrast between profession and perform- 
ance! What strange and extraordinary: self-delu- 
sion! i 

But this is not the only instance. There is ano- 
ther in which the contrast between the course of the 
Senator and his lofty pretension of nnbounded and 
ardent patriotism is not less astonishing. I refer-to 
the protective tariff, and bis memorable and incon- 
sistent course in relation to it. 

lts history may be told in a few words. It rose 
subsequent to the late war with Great Britain. The 
Senator’s associate in -this attack was its leading 
supporter and author. Its theory rested on the 
principle, that all articles which could be made in 
our country should be protected, and it was an 
axiom of the system that its perfection consisted in 
prohibiting the introduction of all such articles from 
abroad. To give the restrictions on commerce ne- 
cessary to effect its object a plausible appearance, 
they were said to be for the protection of home in- 
dustry, and the system itself received the imposing 
name of the American System. Its effects were 
desolating in the staple States.. The heavy duties 
imposed’ on their foreign exchanges left scarce'y 
enough to the planter to feed and clothe his slaves, 


.and educate his children, while wealth and pros- 
perity bloomed around the favored portion of the 


Union. 

The Senator was at first opposed to the system. 
As far back as the autumn of 1820, he delivered 
a speech to the citizens of Boston, in Faneuil Hall, 
in opposition to it, in which he questioned its con- 
sutationality, and denounced its inequality and 
oppression. 

Ilis speech was followed by a series of resolu- 
lions embodying the substance of what he had 
said, and which received the sanction of himself 
and constituents, who, at that time, were Jess in- 
terested. in manufactures than in commerce and 
navigation, which. suffered in common with the 
great staple interests.of the South. I ask the Se- 
cretary to read the resolutions: 


Resolved, That no objection ought ever tu be madè to any 
amount of taxes equally apportioned and imposed for the 
purpose of raising revenue, necessary for the support of 
Government; but that taxes imposed on the people fer the sole 
benefit of any class of men, are equally inconsistent with the 
principlesof our Constitution, and with sound judgment.” 

* Resolved, That the supposition that until the supposed ta- 
riff, or some similar measure, be adopted, we are and shall! be 
dependent on foreigners for the means of subsistence and de- 
fence, is, in our opinion, altogether fallacious and fanciful, and 
derogatory to the character of the nation. 

“Resolved, That high bounties on such domestic manufac- 
tures as are principally benefited by that tariff, favor great capi- 
tal rather than personal indusiry, or the owners of small 
capitals; and therefore that we do not perceive its tendency to 
promere national industry. : ; 

“Resolved, That we are equally incapable of discovering its 
beneticial efftcts on agriculuve, since the obvious consequence 
of its adopticn would be, that the farmer must give more than 
he now does for all he buys, and teceive less for all he sells. 

“Resolved, That, in our opinion, the proposed tariff} and the 
principles on which itis avowedly formed. would, if adopted, 
have atendency, however differeut nmay be the motives of those 
who recommend them, to diminish the industry. impede the 
prespertiy, and corrupt the morals of the people.” 

What can be more explicit or decided? They 
hoid the very sentiments and language which I have 
so ofterheld on this floor. That very system was 
then pronounced to be unconstitutional, unequal, 
oppressive, amd corrupting in its effects, by the 
Senator. and his constituents, for pronouncing 
which now he accuses me as being sectional, and 
holding language having a mischievous effect on 
the rising generation. 

Four years after this, in April, 1824, the Senator 
delivered another speech against the sysiem, in re- 
p'y to the then Speaker, and now his associate on 
this occasion, in which he again denounced the 
inequality and oppression of the system with equal 
force in one of the ablest arguments ever delivered 
on the subject, and in which he completely demo- 
lished the. reasons of his then opponent. But an 
event was then fast approaching, which was 
destined to work a mighty and sudden revolution 
in his views and feelings. A few months after, the 
Presidential election took place; Mr. Adams was 
elected by the co-operation of the author of the 
American system, and the now associate of the 


Senator. Those who had been enemies came to- 


gether. New political- combinations were formed; 
and the result was a close. alliance between the 
East and the West, of which: that.system formed 


- the basis... A new light borsted-in on) the Senator. 


A sudden thought struck him; but not-qnite as:dis- 
interested as. that of the German sentimentalist. 
He made a complete sammerset, ‘heels over head; 
went: clear over; deserted the free trade side ‘in a 
twinkling, and joined the restrictive. policy, and 
then cried out that he could:no longer act with me, 
whom he had left standing where he had just stood, 
because I was too sectional! At once every thing 
the Senator had ever said or done was forgotten; 
entirely expunged from the tablets of his memory. 
His whole nature was changed in an instant; and 


- thereafter no measure-of protection was.too strong 


for his palate. With a few contortions and slight 
choking, he even guiped down, a few yéars after, 
the bill of abomination—the tariff of '28; a mea- 
sure which raised the duties so high as to pass one- 
half of the aggregate amount in value of the whole 
imports into the public Treasury. I desire it to. be 
noted and remembered ‘that, out of an importation 
of sixty-four millions of dollars, including every 
description of imports, the free and dutied articles, 
the Government took for its share thirty-two mil- 
lions under the tarif of 1828, and that the Senator, 
yes, he, the defender of the Constitution and equal 
protector of every section and interest, voted for 
that measure, notwithstanding his recent. denunci- 
ation of the system as unconstitutional; unequal, 
and oppressive! But he did more, and things still 
more surprising, as the sequel will show. 

The protective tariff did not change the charac- 
ter of its operation with the change of the Senator. 
Its oppressive and corrupting effects grew with its 
growth, tillthe burden became intolerable under 
the tariff of 28. Desoiation spread itself over the 
entire staple region. Their commercial cities 
were deserted. Charleston parted. with its last 
ship, and grass grew in her once busy streets. The 
political condition of the c#untry presented a pros- 
pect not less dreary. A deep and growing conflic 
between the two great sections agitated the whol 
country, and a vast revenue, beyond its most ex- 
travagant.wants, gave the Government, especially 
the Executive branch, boundless patronage and 
power, which were rapidly changing the character 
of the: Government, and spreading corruption far 
and wide through every condition of society. 
Something must be done, and that prompily. Eve- 
ry hope of reformation, or change. through this 
Government, had vanished. The absorbing force 
of the system had drawn into its Support a fixed 
mejority in the community, which controlled irre- 
sistibly every department of the Government. Bat 
one hope was left short of revolution, and that was 
in the States themselves, in their sovereign capaci- 
ty as parties to the constitutional compact. For- 
tunately for the country and oar institutions, one 
of the members of the Union was fcund bold 
enough to interpose her sovereign authority, and 
declare the protective tariff, that had caused all this 
mischief, and threatened so much more, to be un- 
constitutional, and, therefore, null and void, and of 
no effect within her limits; and thus an issue was 
formed which brought events to a crisis. 

We all remember what followed. The Go- 
vernwent prepared to assert by force its usurped 
powers. The Proclamation was issued, and the 
War Message and Force Bill followed, and the 
State armed to maintain her censtitutional rights. 
How, now, I ask, did the Senator act in this fear- 
ful crisis; he who had, but a short time before, 
pronounced the system to be unconstitutional, une- 
qual, unjust, and oppressive? Pid he feel any 
sympathy for those who felt and thought as he did 
but a brief period before? Did he make any allow- 
ance for their falling into the same errors (if such 
he then considered them) into which he himself had 
fallen? Did he show that ardent devotion to pre- 
serve the brotherly love between the members of 
the Unicn he now so beastingly professes? Did 
he, who calls himself the defender of the Constitu- 
tien, feel any compunction in resorting 10 farce, to 
execute laws which he had pronounced to be in 
violation of the Constitution? Did Le, who manl- 
fested such deep distrust of those in power, who 
had been foremost in proclaiming their usurpa- 
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tions, and calling on the patriotic of ali parties to 
oppose them, show any dread of consigning to them 
unlimited power to crush one of the members of 
the Union, and which, after accomplishing that, 
might be so readily turned to crush the “liberty of 
all? Quite the reverse. A sudden thought again 
struck him. He again, ina-twinkling, forgot the 
past, and rushed over into the arms of power; and 
took his position in the front rahk, as the champion 
of the most violent measures, to enforce laws at the 
point of the bayonet, which he had pronounced un- 
constitutional, unjust, and oppressive! And this, 
too, at the hazard of civil war, and the manifest 
danger of subverting the Constitution and liberties 
of the country; refusing all terms of adjustment, 
and resisting to the last with violence the bill which 
compromised and settled the conflict! 
with all this fresh in the recollection of himself and 
all present, he can rise in his place and proclaim 
himself the universal . patriot; the defender of the 
Constitution, and benefactor of every portion of 
the Union; the man who has done every thing to 
preserve brotherly love between its members, and 
who is ready to make'every sacrifice to make it 
beneficial to all the parties! : 

But what is more extraordinary, what is truly 
wonderful and astonishing is, while these words 
were on his tongue, he, in the same breath, with a 
full knowledge of all the disastrous consequences 
which have and must necessarily follow the re- 
newal of the protective system, should declare that 


he anticipates the speedy arrival of the time when. 


he will again undertake to revive the system! 
More cannot be added. T'he contrast between the 
Senator’s course and the character which he as- 
cribes to himself cannot be rendered more striking. 
T shall not add another instance, as many of them 
as are at my command. A volume could not more 
conclusively prove how unfounded are his preten- 
sions to that lofty, universal, and ardent patriotism 
which he claims for himself, and how strong the 
delusion under which he is in regard to his true 
character. 

Let us now turn and inquire what has been my 
course; I whom he represents as sectional, whose 
course he pronounces to be unfriendly to the Union, 
because I now call the protective system unconsti- 
tutional and oppressive; who, he intimates, desire 
to unite the South for no patriotic purpose, and re- 
presents as going off under the State rights banner. 
And here, Mr. President, let me say, [ put in no 
claim to the lofty destiny to which the Senator 
says he was born. Instead of coming here, like 
the Senator, as the representative of the whole peo- 
ple, I appear in the more humble character of the 
representative of one of the Stales of this Union, 
sent here to watch over her particular interests, 
and to promote the general interest of all, as far as 
the Constitution has conferred power upon us, and 
as it can be donc without oppression to the parts. 
These are my conceptions of my representative cha- 
racter, withthe trust confided to me, and the duties 
attached to it, which I endeavor to discharge with 
industry, fidelity, and all the abilities which it has 
pleased my Creator to confer on me. Instead of 
falling short of what I profess, I trust my public 
life, if examined with candor, will show that I 
have ever so interpreted my duty to my State, as 
to permit it in no instance to interfere with the 
just claims of the Union. It ismy good fortune to 
represent a State which holds her character far 
above her interest, and which claims the first place, 
when a sacrifice is to be made for the safety and 
happiness of all, and would hold me to strict ac- 
count, if, in representing her interest, I should for- 
get what is due to her honor among her confede- 
rates. All her acts prove that she is as liberal in 
making concessions, when demanded by the common 
good, as she is prompt and resolute to resist aggres- 
sion to promote the interest of others at her ex- 
pense. Acting in the same spirit, as her represen- 
tative, I have'never failed to meet and repel aggres- 
sions, while, I trust, I have, on no occasion, been 
unmindful of her honor and the general interests 
of the whole Union. Having made these remarks, 
I shall now proceed to show that, as humble as my 
pretensions are, and as sectional and unpatriotic as 
he has thought proper to represent me, my course 
for liberality and a just regard to the interest of 


And yet, : 
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every portion of the Union, will not suffer in:com- 
parison with his, as lofty as are his pretensions. 

In making the inquiry I have, into the course of 
the Senator in relation to the ‘section to which I 
belong, I called on-him- to point out a single: in- 
stance, with all his boasted patriotism, in which 
he had given a vote to promote its interesis, or done 
an act to defend its rights; bat now, when the in- 
quiry is iato my course in. relation to his section, I 
propose to reverse the question, and to apply to 
myself a much more severe test than I did to him. 
lask, then, from what measure, calculated to pro- 


| mote the interests of -his section, have I ever with- 


held my support, except, indeed, the protective 


tariff, and certain appropriations, which, according ` 


to my mode of construing the Constitution, 1 re- 
gard as unconstitutional, and would of course be 
bound to oppose, wherever the benefit should fall? 
Teall on the Senator to point out a single instance; 
and, if hedesires it, I will yield-him the floor in 
order to give him an opportunity to do so. Will 
the Senator call, on his part, for instances in which 
l have supported the interest of his section? I ean 
point to numerous; to my early and constant sup- 
portof the Navy; to my resistance to the system of 
embargoes, non-importation and non-intercourse 
acts; to my generous course in snpport of manu- 
factures that sprung up during the war, in which 
my friends think I went too far; to the liberal terms 
on which the tariff controversy was settled, and the 
fidelity with which I have adhered to it; and to the 
system of fortifications for the defence of our har- 


| bors, which J projected and commenced, and which 


is so important to the two great interests of com- 
merce and navigation, in which his section has so 
deep a stake. To which 1 might add many more; 
but these are suficient for one represented as so 
sectional, against the blank list of the Senator in 
relation to my section, with all his claim to ardent 
and universal patriotism. If we turn to the West, 
my course will at least bear comparison with his 
for liberality towards that great and growing sec- 
tion of our country. To pass over other instances, 
Task him what measure of his can be compared to 
the cession { have proposed of the public lands to 
the new States on the liberal conditions prooposed? 
Jlis a measure above all others calculated to pro- 
mote their interest, to elevate their character, to 
terminate their political dependence, and to raise 
them to a complete equality with the old States for 
the mutual benefit of us and them, but which, sec- 
tional as lam represented to be, proved too liberal 
for the Senator, with all his wide-extended and ar- 
dent attachment to the whole Union. 

But it seems that | mean something very sinister 
in my callon the South to unite, and the Senator 
very significantly asks me what is meant. I have 
nothing to disguise, and will readily answer. . If he 
would look at home, and open his eyes to the sys- 
tematic and incessant attacks made on our peace 
and quiet by his constituents; if he would resleet on 
his threat to renew the system of oppression from 
which we have freed ourselves with sach difficulty 
and danger, and bear in mind that we are the 
weaker section, and, without union among onr- 


| selves, we cannot resist the danger that surrounds 


us, he will see that there is neither mystery nor 
danger inthe call. I go farther. Our union is not 
only necessary to our safety and protection, but is 
also to the successful operation of our system. We 
constitute the check to its over-action; and, as.ex- 
perience proves, the only power through which, 
when disordered, reformation can be peaceably 
effected. Our union is dangerous to none, and salu- 
tary to all, The machine never works well when 
the South is divided, nor badly when it is united. 
The Senator next tells us that I declared I would 
march off under the State Rights banner, which he 
seized on to impugn my patriotism and to boast of 
hisown. Itis an easy task, by mis-stating or gar- 
bling, to distort the most elevated or correct senti- 
ment. In this case the Senator, by selecting a sin- 
gle member of the sentence, and throwing a strong 
emphasis on “off,” gave a meaning directly the op- 
posite of what I really did say; but it afforded hina 


| a opportunity of representing me as abandoning 


the cause of the Constitution and country, and him- 
self as being their champion, which it seems was 
sufficient for his purpose. The declaration is taken 
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` from my opening speech at the extra:session;‘and,. 


that the Senate may judge for itself,-I shall give the 
entire passage: a ; aoe I 
“We are about to take. a fresh start: Linove off under the 
Stated Rights banner, and.go in the direction in which. Lhaye 
been so long moving. “I seize the. oppdrtunity thoroughly to 
reform the Government; to bring it back to ite original princi- 
ples; to retrench, economize, and rigidly.to enforce accounta. 
bility. I shall: oppose strenuously all auempts to originate a 
new debt, to create a National Bank, to re-unite the political and 
money power, (more dangerous than Church and State,).in. any 
form or shape.” ; f Py $ 


This is what I did declare, and which the Sena- 
tor represents as deserting the Constitution: and 
country; and this is the way Lam usually answered. 
I know not whether I have greater cause to ‘com- 
plain or rejoice at the fact.that there is scarcely an 
argument or sentiment of mine, which is attempted 
to be met, that is not garbled, or. misstated. If I 
have reason to complain of the injustice, I have at 
the same time the pleasure toreflect that itis a high . 
implied compliment to the truth and correctness of 
what I say. wY 

There still remains an important chapter to:com- 
plete the comparison between ‘the public character 
of the Senator and myself; I-mean the part. which 
we took in the late war between Great Britain and 
this country. I intended at one time to enter on it, 
and to trace the rise and progress of the war, with 
its various vicissitudes of disasters. and victories, 
and the part which the Senator and his political as- 
sociates acted at. that important period;. but these 
are by-gone events, belonging to the historian, in 
whose hands I am content to leave them, and shall 
not recur to them, unless. the Senator ‘should pro- 
voke me hereafter by a renewal of his attack. 

Having now despatched the personalities of the 
Senator, I turn next to his argument, which, as I 
have stated, consists of three parts: the preliminary 
discourse on credit and banks; the discussion of the 
question at issue; and the reply to my remarks at 
this and the extra session. I shall consider each, 
as I have begun, in the reverse order. The argu- 
ment of the Senator is indeed so miscellaneous and 
loosely connected, that it is a. matter of but little 
importance in what order it is considered. ‘ 

‘When he announced his intention to reply to my 
remarks, both at this and the extra session, I anti- 
cipated that they would be met fully, if not'satis- 
factorily, point by point... Guess, then, my sur- 
prise, on finding him pass by, withouteven-attempt- 
ing an answer to the numerous objections which. I 
made to the union of the political and money power, 
as affecting the morals, the politics, the currency, 
the industry, and prosperity of the country, which, 
if the fourth part be true, is decisive of the question, 
and noticing but two out of the long list, in his 
reply. If we may judge of the strength of those 
which he has passed over by his inconclusive an- 
swer (as I shall presently show) to the two which 
he selected, my argument may be pronounced tobe 
impregnable. I shall begin with his reply to my 
remarks at the present session. pae 

It will be remembered, among other objections 
against the connection with the banks, I urged-that 
the Government had no right to make a general 
deposite in bank, or receive the notes of banks: in 
the public dues. I placed the first on the ground, 
that when public money was placed in deposite in 
banks, and passed to the credit of the Government, 
it was, if ever, in the Treasury; and that it could 
not be drawn out and used for any purpose; unless 
under an appropriation made by law, without vio- 
lating an express: provision of the Constitution, 
which provides that no thoney should be:drawn ont 
of the Treasury, but in consequence of appropria- 
tion by law. I then argued, that te place-money in 
general deposite in banks, with the implied under- 
standing always attached to such transactions, that 
they should have the right to draw it out and use it 
as they please, till called for by the Government, 
was a manifest violation of. this provision of the 
Constitution. oye 

In support of the other objection against receiving 
of bank notes in the public dues, F laid down the- 
known and fundamental rule of construction on:all- 
questions touching the powers.of this Government, 
that it had no right to exercise any but such ‘as are 
expressly given by the Constitution, or that: may 
be necessary to carry into effect the granted pow- 
-ers, 1 then insisted that’ no. such . power was 
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granted, nor was its exercise. necessary to carry 
any granted power into effect, and concluded, that 
the power could not be exercised unless compre- 
hended under one or the other head. To which I 
added the farther objection; that if we had the right 


to receive the notes’of State banks in otr dués as | 


cash, it would necessarily involve the right of 
taking them under our own control and regulation, 


which would bring this Government necessarily i 
into conflict with the reserved rights of the S:aies; : 


and to this I added, that the receipt of bank notes by 


the Govefniient tended ta expel gold and siiver ; 


from circulation, and depreciate and render their 
value more fluctaating, and; of course, could not 


be reconciled with ihe object of the express power 5 


given to Tongress to coin money, and regulate the 
value thereof, to which it is as repugnant in its 
effects, as the debasing or the clipping the curreiit 
coin would be. 


site from ite commencement. Such are my rea- 
sons, and how have they been met? 

The Senator commenced by stating that he would 
consider the two objections together, as they were 
connected; but, instead of that, he- never uttered 
Srother word in relation to the right of making a 
general deposite. That was stiftendeted without an 


attempt to méet my objections, whichat least proved | 
his discretion. He next undertook to show that prece- ; 


dents were ih favor of receiving bank notes; Which 


Í had conceded, and no one disptited.  Amokg | 
r he stated, I was the first lo authorize | 
the receiving of bank notes by taw, and, in proof, | 
referred to my amendment to the joint resolution | 
af 1816, which authorizes the receipt of ihe notes | 
the Governs | 


other things 


fa 


of specie paying banks in the dues of 
iment. He stated, that thé resolution, as proposed 
hy himself, provided that. nothing bat gold and sih- 
Ver did ile hotes cf the Yuited States Bank should 
be received, and that my amendment éxiétided it 
ty the notes of State banks. This is all true, but 
is not the whole truth. He forgot to inform the 
Senate that, at the time, the notes of non-specie 
paying banks, as well as specie-paying, were re- 
seived in the dues of the Government, and that my 
amendment [mited, instead of entarging, the exist- 
jug practice. Fie also forgot to siate that, without 
my amendment, 

Bank would have 
publie dues, a ug to bestow a 
thoncpoly of such immense valine on that justita- 
tion, whith would have been worth ten times the 
amount of the bonus it gave for its charter. 

Afier bestowing -much tithe to establish what 
none denied, the Senator at length came to the ar- 
gument; and what co you suppose were the con- 
wiicing reasons he urged against my positions? 
Why, simply that he had no time to reply to them! 


with which, and the erroneous assertion that 1 had į 


denied that the Government coald exercise any 
incidental power, he passed over all the weighty 


objections ì had urged against the constitutionality | 
of receiving-and treating bank notes as cash in the | 


public dues. It was thus he met the only argu- 
ment he attempted to answer of the many and 
strong ones which I have urged in support of my 


opinion on this important question, and to which ; 


he proposed- to make a formal reply! 
I shall next notice the reply he attempted to my 


remarks at the late session. . And here, again, he | 
selected a single argument, and to which his an- | 


swer was not less inconclusive and unsatisfactory 
than to that which I have just considered. Among 


other objections to the union of the Government | 


with the banks, f stated that it would tend to cen- 
tralize the circulation and exchanges of the coun- 
try; to sustain which, I showed: that no small por- 
tion of the credit and cirenlation of the banks de- 
pended on the public deposites, and the fact ‘that 
the Government received and treated their notes a 
cash in its dues. Tthen showed that it was that 
portion which pre-eminently gave a control over 
the circulation and exchanges of the country. In 
illustration, I asked if the Government, when it 
first went into cperation, had selected a merchant 
of New York, and entered into a contract with 
hon that he should have the free use of the public 


revenue from the time it was collected til) it was | 


disbursed, and that nothing but his promissory 


I, at the same time, conceded that ! 
the practice of the Government had been the oppo- : 


a notes of the United States i 
; received in the ; 


os Boy crates aoe declan = 
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notes, except goid and-silver, should be received 
in the public dues, whether it would not give him 
a great and decided control over the circulation and 
exchanges of the country, accompanied: with ad- 
vantages to ihe port where he resided over all 
others? i next asked whether the location of a 
Bank of the United States at the same place, with 


the same privileges, would not give equal control 
and advantages? Nay, much greater; as, in addi- | 


tios, it would concentrate at the same place an 
jmmense amount of capital collected from every 
portion of the country. 

Such was my argument, which the Senator, 
montis after it was delivered, andertakes to cow- 
trovert; but; E must say, for my life, I could not 
understand his reasons. He lost his usual clear- 
ness, and became vague and obscure, as any one 
must who attempts to refute what is so perfectly 
evident. To eseape from his difficulty, he, with 
his usual address, confounded what I had said on 
another subject, with another point, which he 
thought more easily answered, and against which 
be difetted his attack. He stated that I proposed a 
Government paper, arid that my notion is, that all 
the paper that circulates should be Government pa- 
per; and then insisted that it would be the union of 
the political and money power, and would.do more 
to centrajize the currency and exchanges than the- 
connection of the Government with the banks. 

Now, unfortunately for the Senator, I proposed 
so such thing, and expressed no notion of the 
kind, nor aiy thing like it. He may search every 
speech. I have delivere@ at this and the extra ses 
sic», and he can find nothing to justify his asser- 
tion. To put this beyond all dispute, I will quote 
what I did say, and the only thing that I ever did 
that could affurd him even a pretext for his asser- 
tions, ‘The extracts are taken from my remarks at 
the extra session: 

i ¥ntend to propose nothing. It would bz impossible, with 
go great, a weight of opposition, to pass any measure without 
the eftire support of the Administration; and if it were, it 
ought vot to be auempted when so much must depend on the 
moe of execution. ‘he best medstre that could be devised 
might fail, and impose a heavy responsibility on its author, un- 
less it met with hearty approbation of these who are te execute 
it. F theniztend merely to throw out suggestions, in order 
to excite the reflections of others,” &c. 

“Bjieving that there might be a sound and safe paper cur- 
aney Founded on the credit of thé Government exclusively, I 
lairons that those who are responsible and have the pow- 
shuld have availed themselves of the opportunity of the 
temporary deficit in the 'Trensury, and the postponement of 
ihe fours} instalment intended to be deposited with the States, 
to use them as the means of aflording a circulation for the 
present relief of the country an’ the bunks, during the pro- 
cess af separating them from the Government,” ĝe. 

Were isnot a word about proposing; on the 
contrary, ? expressly stated, I propose nothing; 
that I but threw oat suggestions for reflection. In- 
stead of excluding ali paper from circulation, I 
suggested the use, (not of Treasury notes, as he 
stated, or any other paper containing a promise to 
pay money,) but simply one which should contain 
a promise to be received in the dues of the Go- 
vernment; and that, too, only to the extent neces- 
sary to meet the temporary deficit of the Treasury, 
ty alleviate the process of separating from the 
sks; and this he has arbitrarily construed and 
perverted to suit his purpose im the manner I have 
shown! 

li is a great misfortune that there should be 
brought into this chamber the habits contracted at 


out being scrupulous about the means; while here 
the only object ought to be truth and the good of 
the country... All other considerations ought to be 
forgotten within these walls, and the enly struggle 
ought to be to ascertain what is true and calculated 
to promote the honor and happiness of the com- 
munity. Great individual injustice is done by such 
misstatements of arguments. The Senator's speech 
will be published, and circulated, in quarters where 
my correction of his statements will never reach; 
and thousands will attribute opinions to me that I 
never uttered nor entertained. 

The suggestions which he has so perverted have 
been a favorite topic of attack on the part of the Se- 
nator, but he has never yet slated nor met what I 
really said truly and fairly; and, after his many 
and unsuccessful attempts to show what I sug- 
gested to be erroneous, I now undertake io affirm 
positively, and without the least fear that I can be 
answered, what heretofore I have but suggested; 


if, by possibility, it should-depreciate, th 
fall, not on the people, but on the Gove! 


shall not go into the discussion now; but, ona 
suitable occasion, I. shalt be able to make good 
every word I have uttered. I would be able to do 
more: to prove that itis within the constitutional 
power of Congress to use such a paper in the ma- 
nagement of its finances, according to the most 
rigid rule of construing the Constitution; and that 
those-at least, who think that Congress can autho- 
rize the notes of private State corporations to be re- 
ceived in the public dues, are estopped from deny- 
ing its righrto receive its own paper. If itcan yir- 
tually endorse by law on the notes of specie-paying 
banks, “ receivable in payment of the public dues,” 
it surely can order the same words to be written on 


. a blank piece of paper. 


Such is the character of the paper I suggested 
and which the Senator says would. do. more to cen- 
tralize the circulation and exchanges than the union 
of the Government and the banks, which, how- 
ever, he signally failed to prove. That it would 
have a greater tendency than the exclusive receipt 
in its dues of gold andsilver, I readily acknowledge, 
and to that extent I think it objectionable; for I do 
notagree with thé Senator that there should be 
some one great emporium, which should have 
contro! of the commerce, currency, and'exchanges 
of the Union. TI hold it desirable in neither a po- 
litical nor commercial point of view, and to be con- 
trary to the genius of our institutions and the spirit 
of the Constitution, which expressly provides, 
among other things, that no preference should be 
given to the ports of one State over another. But 
that a receivable paper, suchas I suggested, would 
have a greater, or as great tendency to centralize 
the commerce and currency .of the couniry as the 
union with the banks, I utterly deny; and, if I 
had no other reason, the vehement opposition of 


-the Senator, who approves of such tendency, would 


be conclusive; but there others that are deci- 
sive. oe 

The centralizing tendency of such a paper 
would result exclusively from the facility it 
would afford to remittance from distant portions 
of the Union, in which respect it would stand just 
ona par with bank notes when received in the 
dues of the public; while the latter would, in addi- 
tion, give to the favored port, where the mother 
bank might be located, (or the head of the league 
of State banks,) the. immense profits from the use 
of the public depesites, and the still greater from 


‘having their notes received in Government dues. 


The two united would afford unbeunded facilities 
in the payment of custom-house bonds, and give 
millions of profit annually, derived exc:usively from 
the use of Government credit. This great facility 
and vast increase of profit would give a great and 
decided advantage to the commerce of the section 
where the head of the system might be located, aud 
which, in a great measure, accounts for the decay 
of the commerce of the South, where there weie no 
banks, when this Government was established, and 
which, of course, gave to the other section excla- 
sively all the benefit derived from the connection- 
if specie had from the first been exclusively re. 
ceived in the public dues, the present commercial 
inequality would never have existed; and I may 
add, it never will cease till we return tothe con: 
stitutional currency. What the Senator has said 
as to the union of the political and money powers, 
and the tendency to extravagance from the nse of 
Treasury notes and their depreciation, isso clearly 
inapplicable to the deseription of paper I suggested, 
that [do not deem it necessary io waste words in 
reply to it 
Having now repelled his repiy to my renici Rs at 
this and the extra tession, P shall next proceed to 
notice his argument on the question under discus- 
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sion, which, extraordinary as it may seem, consti- 
tutes by far the. most meagre and inconsiderable 
portion of his speech. The structure he reared 
with so much labor is composed of a little -centre 
building, of some twenty or thirty feet square, with 
an extended wing on each side, and a huge portico 
infront. I have, I trust, effectually demolished 
the wings, and propose next to g¢ through the 
same process with the centre build'r ge . 

As long as was the speech, it contained but 
three, or, at the utmost, four arguments, directly 
applicable to the question under aiscussion; of 
which two have again and again been repeated by 
him every time he has addressed the Senate; an- 
other was drawn from an argument of mine in fa- 
vor of the bill, which the Senator has misstated, 
and pressed into his service against it; and the 
other is neither altogether new, nor very well 
founded, or, from its character, of much force. I 
shall begin with it. 

The Senator objected to the collection of the pub- 
lic dues in gold and silver, because, as he con- 
ceives, it would be exceedingly inconvenient; in 
proof of which, and in order to present as strong a 
picture as possible, he went into minute caleula- 
tions and details. He first supposed that the avc- 
rage peace revenue would be equal te thirty mil- 
lions annually, and the average deposites to twen- 
ty-one. He then estimated that this vast sum 
would have to be counted at least five times in the 
year, and then estimated that it would require eight 
hundred thousand dollars to be counted daily, 
which would require a host of officers, in his opi- 
nion, to perform the task, The answer to all this 
is easy. In the first place, the Senator has over- 
estimated the average receipts by at least one hun- 
dred percent. Fifteen millions ought to be much 
nearer the truth than thirty. Even that I regard as 
exceeding what the expenditure ought to be; and 1 
venture to assert, that no Administration which 
expends more on an average for the nextfew years 
can maintain itself, unless there should be some 
unexpected demand on the Treasury. In the next 
place, twenty-one millions is at least five times too 
large for the average dleposites. Should this bill 
pass, three millions would be mach nearer the 
truth, We shall hear no more of surpluses, when 
the revenue is collected in gold and silver. This 
would make a great deduction in his estimate of 
the trouble and labor in counting. Buti give the 
Senator his own estimate, and ask him if he never 
heard of other and shorter modes than counting, of 
ascertaining the amount in coins? Pocs he not 
know thatit can be ascertained with as much cer- 
tainty and exactness by weight as by counting, and 
with more despatch, when the amount is large, in 
coins than in his favorite bank notes? Uf Lam not 
misinformed, it is the mode adopted atthe English 
Exchequer, and that it is done with the greatest pos- 
sible promptitude by experienced individuals; so 
chat this formidable objection vanishes. 

But the Senator next tells as, that I stated, in 
iny remarks, that the bill, should it pass, would 
piace the banks and the Government in antagonist 
relation lo each ether, which he considers asa very 
weighty objection toit. [again must correct hisstate- 
ment, I made no such remark. I indeed sud, 
when the banks were connected with the Govern- 
ment, they had a direct interest in increasing its 
fiscal action. ‘The greater the revenue and expen- 


amount of guld and silver collected and withdrawn 
from circulation, the less would be left for banking 
operations, and, of course, the less their profit; 
and that in one case they would be the allies, and, 
in the other, the opponents of the Governinent, as 
far asits fiscal action was concerned; ur, toexpress it 
more coacisely, when united with the Government, 
they would be on the side of the tax-consamers, 
and, when separated, on that of the tax-payers. 
Sach were my remarks; and I now asi, is it not 
true? Can any one deny it? Or, admitting its trath, 
can its importance be disputed? Were there no 
other reasons in favor of the bill, I would consider 
this of itself decisive. ft would be almost impos- 
sible to preserve our free institutions, with the 
weight of ihe entie banking system thrown on 
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the side of high taxes and extravagant disburse- 
ments, or to destroy it if thrown into the opposite 
scale. 

Bat. the Senator regards the expression of tax- 
consumers and tax-payers as mere catch-words, of 
dangerous import, and tending to divide society in- 
to the hostile parties of rich and poor. I take a 
very different view. I hold that the fiscal action 
of the Government must necessarily divide . the 
community into the two great classes of tax-payers 
and tax-consumers, Taking taxation and disburse- 
ments together, and it is unavoidable that one por- 
tion of the community must pay ito the Treasury, 
m the shape of taxes, more than they receive back 
in disbursements, and. another must receive more 
than they pay. This is the great disturbing prin- 
ciple in all Governments, especially those that are 
free, around which all other caus2s of political di- 
visions and distractions finally rally. Were it 
otherwise, if the interest of every portion and class 
of the community was the same in referenee to 
taxation and disbursements, nothing would be more 
easy than to establish and preserve free institutions; 
but as itis, it isthe most difficult of all tasks, as 
history and experience prove. This principle of 
disorder lies deep in the nature of men and society; 
and extends equally to private associations as to 
poliueal communities. There will necessarily 
spring up in both a stockholding and direction inte- 
rest; the latter of which, without wise provisions 
and incessant vigilance, will absorb the former, of 
which the winding up of many a bank will prove. 

‘The two remaining arguments of the Senator 
have been often asserted, and as often, refuted; and 
I shall despatch them with a few words. He tells 
us, as he has often done, that we are bound to re- 


gulate the currency; and that the Constitution has 


given to Congress the express power to regulate it, 
with many other expressions of similar import. It 
is manifest that the whole argument tarns on the 
ambigutly of the word currency, If by it is meant 
the curcent coin of the United States, no one can 
doubt that Congress has the right to regulate it. 
The power is expressly given by the Constitution, 
which says, in so many words, that it shall have 
power to coim money and regulate the value 
thereof, but if it is intended to include bank notes, 
as mast be the intention of the Senator, there is no 
such express power given in the Constitation. Itis 
a point to be proved, and not assumed; and every 
attempt of the Senator to prove it has ended in sig- 
nal failure. [le has not, and cannot, meet the 
answer which he received from the Senator from 
Pennsylvania at the extra session; and bis repetition 
of the assertion, after so decisive an answer, serves 
but to prove how much more easy it often is to re- 
fine an arguincut than to silence him who advanced 
it, Bat E do not despair even of silencing the Se- 
nator, ‘There is one, whose authority on this point 
I am sure he ainust respect: F mean himself. When 
the bill granting a charter to the late United States 
Bank was under discussion in the other House in 
1516, he then took the opposite side, and argued 
with great force against the very right for which he 
now so obsiinately contends. THe then maintained 
that the framers of the Constitution were hard 
money men; thal currency meant the current coin 
ofthe United States, and that Congress had no 
right to make any other. Bat the Senator shall 
speak for himself; and that he may be heard in his 
own words, I shall read an extract from his speech, 
delivered at the time: 

“Mr We z 


first addressed the Honse. Le regretted the 
isdebate had been commenced, ona detached 
jll, and not a'question allvcting the principle, 
that a week or two would he lost in the 
basmuch as it might 
He proceeded to 
7 of the bili. it was a 
a Which be had heard uttered on this aub- 
jeit, thut we were about Io reforta the national currency. No 
nation had tter currency, he said, than the United States: 
was no nation which had guarded iis currency with moro 
iv the framers of the Constitution, and those who enacted 
fatutes on this subject, were hard money men; they 
l felt, ana therefore daly apprecinted, the evils of a paper 
medium; they therefore sedulously guarded the currency of 
led Stutesfrom debasement. The legal currency of 
l States was gold and silver coin; this was a sub- 
5 rå lo which Congress had run into no folly. 
What. then, he asked, was the present evil? Having a per- 
foeelly sound nalional currency, and the Government havin, 
no power in fact to make any thing else current but gold 
and silver, there had grown up in different States a cur- 
tency of paper issued by banks, setting out with the promise 
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redeem: the consequence wag, that there was a massof paper 
afloat, of perhaps fifty millions, which sustained’ no immediate 
relation to ihe legal currency of the country--a paper which 
will not enable any man to pay money he owes to'hie neighbor 
or his debts to the Government. The banks had issued more 
money than they could redeem, and the ‘evil waa severely felt, 
etc. Mr. W, declined occupying the. time of the House to 
prove that there was a depreciation of the paper in circula- 
tion; the legal standard of vatye was gold and silver; 


the relation of paper to it proved ita state, andthe rate of its dèe- 

preciation, Gold and silver currency, he said, was the law 

Of the land at home, and the law of the world abroad; there 

could, in the present state of the world, be no other currency. 

In consequence of the immense paper issues having banished ` 
specie from circulation, the Government had been obliged, in 

direct violation of existing statutes, to receive thé amount of 
their taxes in something which was not recognised by law: aa 

the money of the country, and which was, in fact, greatly de- 

Preciated, cte. This was the evil.” x 


What can be more decisive? What more point- , 
ed? They are the very doctrines which he isin the 
daily habit of denouncing under the name of 
Loco Foco. The Senator may hereafter be re- 
garded as the father of the party; and I deem it 
not a little unnatural that he should be so harsh 
and cruel to his offspring. 

But it may be said, that I then advocated the op- 
posite side. Be it so, and it follows that his au- 
thority and mine stand as opposing quantities on 
the opposite side of an equation; and I feel confi- 
dent that the Senator will readily admit that his 
will at least be sufficient.to destroy mine. 

I readily acknowledge that my opinion, after the 
lapse of upwards of twenty years, with the light 
which experience in this long period has. shed on 
the banking system, has undergone. considerable 
changes. It would be strange if it had not. I see 
more clearly now, than I did, the true character of- 
the system and its dangerous tendency; but I owe 
it to myself and the truth of the case, to say I was, 
even at that early period, far from being its advo- 
cate, and would then have been opposed to the sys- 
tem had it been anew question. ‘But I then re- 
garded the connection between the Government 
and the banks indissoluble, and acquiesced in a 
state of things that I could not .control, and 
which I considered as established. The Govern- 
ment was then receiving the notes of non-specie 
paying banks in its dues, to its own discredit and 
heavy loss to its creditors. The only practical al- 
ternative was at that period between a league of 
State banks and a Bank of the United States, as 
the fiscal agent of the Government. ‘I preferred 
then, as I now do, the latter to the former, as more 
efficient and not a whit more unconstitutional; and, 
if I now were again placed in the same state of 
things that I then was, with all my present feelings 
and views, I could hardly have acted differently 
from what I then did. 

The Senator greatly mistakes, in supposing that 
I feel any disposition to repudiate or retract what I 
then said. So far from it, I have, I think, just 
cause to be proud of the remarks I made on the oc- ` 
casion. It put the question of the bank, for the 
first time, on its true basis, as far as this Govern- 
ment is concerned, and the one on which it has ever 
since stood; which is no small compliment to one 
then so inexperienced as myself. All insist on is, 
that the report contains but a very hasty sketch—a 
mere outline, as the reporter himself says—of my 
remarks, in which four-fifihs is omitted, and that it 
would be doing me great injustice to regard it as 
containing a full exposition of my views. But, as 
brief as it is, what is reported cannot be read, in a 
spirit of fairness, without seeing that I regarded the 
question at the time as a mere practical one, to be 
decided under all the circumstances of the case, 
without involving the higher questions which now, 
that the connection between the Government and 
the banks is broken, come rightfully into discus- 
sion. At that time the only question, as { expressly 
stated, was, not whether we should be connected 
With the bank, for that was existing: in fall ‘force, 
bat whether it was most advisable, admitting the 
existence of the connection, that the United States, 
as wellas the separate States, should exercise the 
power of banking. I have made these remarks, 
not that { regard the guestion of consistency, after 
50 great a change of circumstances, of much im- 
portance, but because I desire to stand where truth 
and justice place me on this great question... 

_ The last argument of the Senator on the ques- 
tion at issue was drawn from the provision: of the 
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Constitution which gives to Congress the right fo 
regulate commerce, and which he says involves the 
right and obligation to furnish a sound circulating 
medium. ‘The train of his reasoning, as far as I 
could comprehend it, was, that, without.a currency, 
commerce could not exist, at least to any conside- 
rable extent; and, of course, there would be no- 
thing to regulate; and, therefore, unless Congress 
furnished a currency, its power of regulating com- 
merce would become a mere nullity; and from 
which he inferred the right and obligation to fur- 
nish, not only a currency, but a bank currency! 


Whatever may be said of the soundness. of the - 


reasoning, all must admit that his mode of con- 
struing the Constitution is very bold and novel. 
To what would it lead? The same clause, in that 


instrument, which gives Congress the right to. 


coin money and regulate the value thereof, gives 
it also the kindred right to fix the standard of 
weights and measures. They are just as essen- 
tial to the existence of Congress as the currency 
itself. The yard and the bushel are not less im- 
portant in the exchange of commodities than. the 
dollar and the eagle; and the very train of rea- 
soning which would make it the right and duty 
of the Government to furnish the one, would 
make it equally soto furnish the other. Again: 
commerce cannot exist without. ships and other 
means of transportation. Is the Government also 
bound to furnish them? Nor without articles, or 
commodities, to he. exchanged, cotton, rice, tobac- 
co, and the various products of agriculture 
and manufactures. Is it also bound to furnish 
them? Wor these in turn, without labor; and 
must that, foo, be furnished? If not, I ask the Se- 
nator to make the distinction. Where will he 
draw the line, and on what principles? 
not see that, according to this mode of construc- 
tion, the higher powers granted in the Constitution 
would carry all the inferior, and that this would 
become a Government of unlimited powers? Take, 
for instance, the war power, and apply the same 


mode ofconstruction to it, and what power would- 


there be that Congress could not exercise—-nay, be 
bound to exercise? Intelligence, morals, wealth, num- 
bers, currency, all are important elements of power, 
and may become so to the defence of the Union and 
safety of the country; and, according to the Sena- 
tor’s reasoning, the (Jovernment would have the 
right, and would be in duty bound, to take charge 
of the schools, the pulpits, the industry, the popula- 
tion, as well as the currency, of the country; and 
these would comprehend the entire circle of legisla- 
tion, and leave the State Governments as useless 
appendages of the system. 

Having now, I trust, taken down to the ground 
the little centre building, with its four apartments, 
nothing remains of the entire structure but the huge 
portico in front, and on which I shall next com- 
mence the work of demolition. The Senator 
opened his discourse on credits and banks, by as- 
serting that bank credit was, in truth and reality, 
so much capital actually added to the community. 
I waive the objection, that neither credit, nor the 
banking system, is involved in the question; and 
that these who are opposed to the union of the po- 
litical and money power, oppose that union, with 
other reasons, on the ground that it is unfavorable 
to a full develop ment of the credit system: and dan- 
gerous to the banks themselves, which they believe 
can only be saved frem entire destruction by the 
separation; and it follows, of course, that all he said 
in relation to them is either a begging of the ques- 
tion, or irrelevant. But, assuming what he said 
io be applicable, I shall show thatitis either un- 
founded in fact, er erroneous in conclusion. 

So far from agreeing with the Senator, that what 
he calls bank credit is so much real capital added 
the country, I hold the opposite—that banks do not 
add a cent of capital, or credit. Regarded strict- 
ly, the credit of banks is limited to the capital ac- 
tually paid in. This usually is the only sum for 
which the stockholders are lable; and, without 
what is called banking privileges, they would not 
have a cent of credit beyond that amount. But 
the capital subscribed and paid is not created by 
the banks. It isdrawn out of the general fund of the 
country. Now, I ask, what constitutes its credit be- 
yond capital? In the first place, and mainly, it is de- 
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fived from the fact that both General and State 

overnments receive and treat bank notes as cash, 
and thereby, to the extent of their fiscal action, 
Virtually give them the use “of their credit. It is 
an existing credit, belonging to them exclusively, 
and isneither created, nor increased, by permitting 
the banks to use it. In the next place, the depo- 
sites with the banks, both public and private, add a 
large amount to their credit; but this again is either 
the property or credit of. the’ Government and in- 
dividuals, which they are permitted to use, and 
which they neither create nor increase. Finally, 
notes and bonds, or other credits discounted by 
the banks, made up their credit, which are neither 
more nor less than the credit of the drawers and 
endorsers, on which the banks do business. They 
take inthe paper or credit of others, payable at a 
given day, deduct the interests in advance, and 
give out their own credit or notes, payable on de 
mand, without interest; that is, the credit of their 
own paper rests on the credit of the paper dis- 
counted, or taken in exchange, which credit they 
neither create nor increase. In a word, all their 
credit beyond the capital actually paid in is but 
the credit of the public, or individuals, on which, 
by what is called banking privileges, they are per- 
mitted to do business and make profit; and so far 
from creating credit or capital; they in fact add 
not a cent of capital or credit to that which pre- 
viously existed. 

But the Senator next tells us that there is three 
hundred millions of banking capital in the Union, 
and that it isreal bona fide solid capital, as much 
so as the plantations of the South. This is certain- 
ly news tome. I had supposed that this vas 
amount was little more than a fictitious mass of 
credit piled on credit, in the erection of which but 
little specie or real capital was used; and that, 
when a new bank was created, the wheelbarrow 
Was put inmotion to roll the specie from the old 
to the new institution, till it got fully under way, 
when it was rolled back again. Butit seems that 
all this is a mistake; that the whole capital is actu- 
ally paid in cash, and is as solid as terra firma 
itself. This certainly is a boid assertion, in the 
face of facts daily “occurring. There have been, 
if I mistake not, four or five recent bank explo- 
sions in the Senator’s own town, in which. the 
whole vanished into thin air, leaving nothing be- 
hind but ruinand dessolation. What has become 
of that portion of his solid capital? Did the Se- 
nator ever hear of a plantation thus exploding and 
vanishing? And I would be glad to know how 
large a portion of this three hundred millions of 
solid capital will finally escape in the same way? 
A few years may enable us to answer the question. 

The Senator next, by way of illustration, under- 
took to draw a distinction between bank credit and 
Government credit, or public stocks, in which he 
was not very successful. It would be no difficult 
task to prove that they both rest substantially on 
debt, and that the Government stock may be, and 
is, to a great extent, actually applied in the same 
mode as bank credit in the use of exchanges and 
business. It, in fact, constitutes, to a great extent, 
the very basis of banking operation; but, after hav- 
ing occupied the Senate so long, it would be unrea- 
sonable to consume their time on what was intro- 
duced as a mere illustration. 

The Senator next undertook to prove the im- 
mense advantage of banking institutions. He ask- 
ed what would be done with the surplus capital of 
the country, if it could not be invested in bank 
stocks? In this new and growing country, with 
millions oa millions of lands, of the best quality, 
still lying unimproved; with vast schemes of im- 
provements, constantly requiring capital; with the 


-immense demand for labor for every branch of bu- 


siness, the last question I ever expected to hear ask- 
ed is that propounded by the Senator. I had sup- 
posed the greater difficulty was to find capital, and 
not how to dispose of it, and that this difficulty had 
been one of the main reasons assigned in fayor of 
the banking system. 

The next benefit he attributes to the system was 
the vast amount of lands, which had passed out of 
the hands of the public into that of individuals of 
late, which he estimated, during tke last three 
years, at thirty-six millions ef acres, forming a sur- 


face equal in extent to England, and which he 
stated would rise in value greatly, in consequence of 
their passing into private hands. ~ That this im- 
mense transfer has been effected by the banks, Tad- 
mit; but that-it is to be considered an advantage to 
the country, I certainly never expected ‘to hta 
uttered any where, especially on this fleoi 
one so intelligent as the Senator. Tha 
it was infinitely’ better for the communi 
and particularly for those not in affluen 
stances, that’ the lands should remain in 
of the Government than of speculators, till wanted 
for settlement; and that one of the most decided ob- 

` jections to our banking system is, that it becomes 
the instrament of making such immense transfers, 
whenever the currency becomes excessive. This 
is a point not without interest, and I must ask’ the 
Senate to bear with me, while I pause “for a few | 
moments to explain it. - 


The effect of an expanding currency is to raise 
prices, and to put speculation in motion. He who’ 
buys, in a short time seems to realize a fortune, 
and every one is on the look-out to make success- 
ful investments, and thus prices -receive a constant 
upward impulse, with the exception of the public 
lands, the price of which is fixed at $1 25, excepting 
such as are sold at public auction. The rise of 
other tanded property soon creates a new demand 
for the public lands; and, speculation commences 
its giant operations in that quarter. Vast purchases 
are made, and the revenue of the Governinent in- 
creases in proportion to the increased sales. ‘The 
payment is made in bank notes, and these pass 
‘from the land offices to the deposite banks, and con- 
stitute a large surplus for new banking fagilities and 
accommodations. Applicants from all quarters 
press in to partake of the rich harvest, and the notes 
repass into the hands of speculators to be reinvested 
in the purchase of public lands. They again’ pass 
through the hands of receivers, and thence to the 
banks, and again to the speculators, and every re- 
volution of the wheel increases the swelling tide, 
which sweeps away millions of the choicest acres 
from the Government to the monopolizers for bank 
notes, which, in the end, prove as worthless as the 

- paper on which they are written. Had this pro- 
cess not been arrested, by the deposite act of 1836, 
and had the banks avoided an explosion, in a short 
time the whole of the public domain, the precious 
inheritance of the people of this Union and their 
descendants, would have passed through the same 
process with the thirty-six millions of acres whieh 
the Senator so highly commends. What took 
place then will again take place, at the very next 
swell of the paper tide, unless, indeed, this bill 
should become a law, which would provean effec- 
tual check against its recurrence. 

The Senator next attributes cur extraordinary 
advance in improvement and prosperity to the 
banking system. He pnts down as nothing our 
free institutions; the security in which the people 
enjoy their rights; the vast extent of our country; 
and the fertility of its soil, and the energy, indus- 
try, and enterprise of the stock from which we are 
descended. All these, it seems, are as dust. The 
banks are every thing, and without. them we would 
have been but little advanced in improvement or 
prosperity. Itis much more easy to assign our 
prosperity to the banking system than to prove it. 
That in its early stages it contributed to give an` 
impulse to industry and improvement! do not deny; 
but that, in ils present excess, it impedes rather 
than promotes either, I hold to be certaia. That 
we are not indebted to it for our extraordinary ad- 
vance and improvements, wholly or mainly, there 
is an argument, which I regard as decisive. Before 
the Revolution, we had no banks; and yet our im- 
provement and prosperity, all things considered, 
were as great anterior to il, as since, whether we 
regard the increase of population or wealth, . At 
that time, not a bank note was to be seen, and the 
whole circulation consisted either of gold and sil- 
ver, or the colonial paper money, which all now, 
and especially the Senator, considers so worthless. 
Had the Senator lived during that period, he might, 
with equal plausibility, have attributed all the im- 
provement and prosperity of the country to the old 
colonial paper money, as he now does to the banks ; 
and have denounced any attempt to change or im- 
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` prove it, as an overthrow of the credit ‘system, as 

_ warmly as he now does the. separation.of -the Go- 

_vernment from the banks. I -tell the Senator that 
the time is coming, when his present defence of the 
banking system, as it is now organized; will. be 
considered as extraordinary as we now would re- 
gard a defence of the old and exploded system of 
colonial-paper money. . He seems not to see that 
the System has reached a point, where great cnanges 
are unavoidable; and without which, the whole 
will explode. The state of its manhood and vigor 
has passed, and it is now far advanced in that of 
decrepitude. The whole system must be reformed, 
thoroughly reformed, or it must perish in the natu- 
ral-course of events. The first step towards its re- 
novation is the measure he denounces in such un- 
measured terms—the separation from the Gover- 
ment; and the next a separation between discount 
and circulation. The two are incompatible; and 
so long as they are united, those frequent vicissi- 
tudes of contractions and expansions, to which 
bank circulation is so subject, and which is rapidly 
bringing it into discredit, must continue to increase 
in frequency and intensity, lill it shall become as 
completely discredited as continental money. 

The Senator seems not to be entirely unaware of 
the danger to which the system is exposed from its | 
frequent vibrations and catastrophes. Te tells us, 
by way of apology, that had it not been for the 
Specie circular the present catastrophe would not 
have occurred. That it hastened it, I do not in the 
least doubt; but that we should have escaped with- 
ont it, I wholly deny. The causes of the explosion 
lay deep, far beneath the circular, and nothing but 
the most efficient measures, during the session im- 
mediately after the removal of. the deposites, could 
have prevented it. That was the crisis, which, 
having passed without doing any thing, what has 
since followed was inevitable. But admitting | 
what he says to be true, what a picture of the sys- 
tem: does it exhibit! How frail, how unstable 
must it be, when a single act of the Executive 
could bring it to the ground, and spread ruin over 
the country! And shall we again renew our con- | 
nection with such a system, so liable from the | 
slightest cause to such disasters? Does it not cons | 
clusively show that there is some deep and inherent © 
defect in its very constitution, which renders it too 
unsafe to confide in without some radical and thu- : 
rough reform? | 

The Senator himself seems conscious of this. | 
He entered into the question of its expansions and 
contractions, and suggested several remedies to ! 
correct an evil, which none can deny, and which 
all must see, if not corrected, must end in the final 
overthrow ef the system. He told us that the re- 
medy was to be found in the proportion between 
bullion and circulation, and that the proper rule to 
enforce the due proportion between the two, was, 
when exchange was against us, for the banks to | 
curtail. J admit that the disease originates in the 
undue proportion, not beiween bullion and circola- | 
tion, but between it and the liabilities of the banks, | 
including deposites, as well as circulation, (the | 
former is even more important than the latter,) and , 
that the remedy must consist in enforcing that pro- | 
portion. But two questions here present themselves: | 


what is that due proportion? and how is it, under i 
our system of banking, to be enforced? There is ; 
one proportion which we know to be safe, and that | 
is, when for every dollar of liability there is one 
dollar in bullion or specie; but this would bring us 
back again to the old, honest, and substantial Bank 
of Amsterdam, so much abused by all the advo- 
cates of banks of discount. If that proportion be 
transcended—if we admit two, or three, to one, tọ : 
be the due proportion, or any other that would 

make banking more profitable and eligible than the ; 
mere loaning of money or other pursuits of society, 
the evil under which we now suffer would continue. 
Too much capital would continue to flow into bank- 
ing, to be again followed by the excess of the sys- ; 
tem, with all its train of disasters. But admit that : 
such would not be the fact, how are we to compel 
the twenty-six States of this Union to enforce the 
due proportion, all of which exercise the right of i 
establishing banks at pleasure, and on such prin- : 
‘ciples as ‘they may choose. 10 adopt? It can only . 
be done by an amendment of the Constitution; and i 
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is there any one so wild and visionary as to believe 
that there is the least prospect-of such au amend- 
ment? Let. gentlemen who acknowledge the de- 
fect, before-they insist on a reunion with a system 
acknowleged to be exposed, as it now-stands, to 
such frequent and dangerous vicissitudes, first ap- 
ply a remedy and remove the defect, and then ask 
for. our co-operation. 

But the Senator tells us that the means of eaforc- 
ing the due proportion is te be found in the regu- 
lation of the exchanges, and for this purpose the 
only rule necessary to be observed is to curtail 
when exchanges are against us, and, as a counter- 
part, I. suppose, to enlarge when in our favor. 
How much dependence is to bë put on this rale, 
we have a strong illustration in the late catastrophe, 
under. which the country is now suffering. The 
exchanges remained inour favor to the very last; 
and before the rule,on which the Senator so confi- 
dently relies, could be applied, the shock was felt 
and the banks ingulfed; and this will ever be the 
case, when preceded by a general expansion in the 
commercial world, such as preceded the late. 

The cause of that commenced on the other side 
of the Atlantic, and originated mainly in the provi- 
sions on which the recharter of the Bank of En- 
gland was renewed; which greatly favored the ex- 
tension of banking operations in a country which 
may be considered as the centre of the commercial 
system of the world. The effect of these ptovisions 
was a depreciation of the value uf gold and silver 
there, and their consequent expulsion to other coun- 
ties, and especially to ours, which turned the ex- 
change vith England in our favor; ard which, in 
combination with other causes, the removal of the 
deposites and the expiration of the charter of the 
late Bank of the United States, was followed by a 
great corresponding expansion of our banking sys- 
tem. The result of this state of things was, a great 
increase of the liabilities of the banks, compared 
with their specie, in both countries, which laid the 
train for the explosion. The Bankof Englank first 
took the alarm, and began to prepare to meet the 
threatened calamity. It was unavoidable, and the 
only question was, where it should fall. The weak- 
ness of our system, and the comparative strength 
of theirs, turned the shock on ours, but of the ap- 
proach of which, the exchanges gave, as L have 
stated, no indications almost to the last moment. 
And even then, so artificial are exchanges, and so 
liable to be influenced by other causes, besides the 
excess of currency on one side and the deficit on 
the other, after it began to show unfavorable indi- 
cations, we all remember that a single individaal, 
at the head of a State institution, | mean Mr. Bid- 
dle, by appearing in New York, and bringing into 
market bonds on England, drawn on time, turned 
the current and restored the exchange. All this 
conclusively proves, that when there is a general 
expansion (the most dangerous of all) exchanges 
gives no indication of the approach of danger, and, 
of course, their regulation, on which the Senator 
relies, affords no protection against it, 

I might go further, and show thatat no time is it 
to be relied on as the index of the relative expan- 
sion or contraction in different countries, and that 
it is Hable to be influenced by many circumstances 
besides those to which [ have alluded, some of 
which are fleeting, and others more permanent. It 
presupposes the perfect fluidity of currency, and 
that it is not liable to be obstructed or impeded by 
natural or artificial causes in its ebbs and flows, 
which is far from being true, as l have already 
shown in the instance of Mr. Biddle’s operation pre- 
ceding the late shock. In fact, it may be laid down 
as a rule, that where the currency consists of con~ 
vertible paper, resting on a. gold and silver basis, 
the small portion of specie which may be required 
to uphold the whole has its fluidity obstructed by so 
many and such powerful causes, as to afford no 
certain criterion of the relative expansion of the 
currency between it and other countries, and, of 
course, afford no certain rule of regulating bank- 
ing operations. The subject is one that would re- 
quire more time to discuss than I can bestow on 
the present occasion; but of its truth we have a 
strong illustration in the state of things preceding 
the. late shock, when, as I have.stated, the ex- 
changes remained favorable, while the vast amount 


of our.imports, andthe unusual-character ofsmany 
of the articles imported; clearly indicated’ that our 
currency was relatively greatly expanded, com- 


pared: with those countries with: which we have 


commercial relations, PR PERET 

To correct the detects of the system; the: Senator 
must go much deeper. - The evil lies in its. strong 
tendency to increase; and that again, in the extraor- 
dinary and vast:advantages which are conferred.on 
it, beyond ail other pursuits of the community, 
which, if not diminished, must terminate in its utter 
destruction, or an entire revolution in our social 
and political system. It is. at possible that the 
great budy of the commung «will patiently beat 
that the carrency, which ough „bethe most sta- 
ble of all things, should be. the iost fluctuating and 
uncertain, and that, too, in defiance of positive pro- 
visions in the Constitution, which ail acknowledge 
were intended to give it the greatest possible sta- 
bility: ` . 
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SPEECH OF MR, ALLEN, 
Or Onto, > > 
In the Serate of the United States, February 20, 1838. 
—The Independent Treasury bill, andthe sub- 
stitute for it submited by Mr. Rives, being un- 
der consideration, f 
Mr. ALLEN rose and Said : i 
This Government is but forty-nine years old. Tt 
is, Mr. President, your junior, and that of many 
members of this body; but, short as has been 
its duration, it has already experienced the most 
extraordinary political phenomenon which has 
ever occurred in human affairs. Th Mái last; thë 
nation was at peace with all mankiid. Tiie stves 
ral departments of tie Government, all the organs 
of its various powers, were performing their usual 
and appropriate functions. ‘The public revenues 
had swollen into a surplus beyond the public ne» 
cessities, of forty millions of dollars. The people 
were contented, prosperous, and happy. We were 
threatened neither with invasion from without nor 
insurrection within. AH confided.in the public sé 
curity; all quietly reposed upon that cönfidence, 
And yet, in one night in one moment, as it were 
—the Government was suddenly struck down, and 
the whole frame of society convulsed and disjointed 
by the shock! The laws were rent asunder the 
revenues seized, the Government left without a 
dollar, and the labor and property of the whole 
people without a medium or ‘standard of value. 
‘Then, and then for the first time, was il discovered 
that there existed in our midsta power independent 
alike of the Government and of thé piople, re- 
sponsible to neither, and triumphant over both; 
Many a time, sir, in the history ef our race, 
have civil institutions been hewn down. by the 
sword; many a time have they been effaced from 
the earth in the desolating sweep of human pas- 
sions; many a time have they worn out by the fric- 
tion of their own parts, or decayed and wasted 
away with age; bulnever, until May Jast, was a 
Government arrested in its action, and brought to 
a solemn stand, by a power wielded not by -a fo- 
reign enemy, nor by the Government itself, nor yet 
by the people over whom it extended, And now, 
sir, what do we behold? We see this power, con- 
centrated, embodied, organized, animated’by a spi- 
rit of rapine and conquest; and having advanced to 
the Capitol over obligations broken, - tights -viola- 
ted, laws infracted, authority defied, we now behold 
it slanding incarnate upon the floor of the Senate, 
to demand a surrender of the affairs of the: Repub- 
lie into its own exclusive eustedy.. Yes: and if this 
demand be not complied with; if: the people will 
not agree to pay an eternal tribute to the banks; if 
they will not abandon the Government of them- 
selves, and submit to the-riile of these monopolies, 
with what are they threatened? They- are “threa- 
tened with a punishment; “compared to which a'l 
the calamities ofa war with the most potent'nation 
of the globe, would be: a blessing.” Such aré-the 
forebodings, such the language, of the Senator from 
Kentucky; [Mre CEA y ecg ogo as © ees” 
That the freemen of this land, acting through 
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the Government of their choi¢e; should refuse to 
deliver their present, and to. mortgate their future, 
revenues toa league of private corporations—to 
corporations which have already betrayed them, 
which have conspired together, -seized the public 
treasure, and still stand out in barefaced rebellion 
against public law; that such should be the honest 
„obstinacy of the nation ia resisting these demands, 
is a conduct “unaccountable; monstrous, criminal,” 


in the judgment of the Senator from Massachusetts, | 


{Mr. WEBSTER] == : 
This Government ‘shall be compelled to receive, 
through all coming time, nothing for its revenues 


but the due-bills of banks—of. banks which have | 
refused, in advance, to pay those bills. It shall de- 


liver the bills, when received, back to the very 
same banks, as a fund for their private traffic. It 
shall levy, for the use of these corporations, an 
everlasting fribute upon the country, and thus re- 
duce tne people to the mercenary dominion of 
banks and bankers. These things must be done 
in quiet, and under color of law; or, if not so done, 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] foresees 
their future. fulfillment threugh a breach in ‘he 
Constitution, and in the form of a National Batik. 

Such are the demands, such the forebodings, 
such the substitute—a measure, the. first principle 
and inevitable tendency of which is essentially 
revolutionary. It is nothing less than.a-demand 
of the public revenue, now and for ever, made by 
the banks as a political right; and that demand is 
expressly predicated upon the assumption, that the 
Constitution is theoretically and practically incom- 
petent to effect the ends of Government. The 
substitute assumes, and its mover declares, that 
the present officers, though chosen by the people, 
are, and that all other citizens who hereafter may 

-be chosen by their countrymen to administer the 
Government, necessarily must be, too ignorant or 
too. corrupt to take care of the public revenue. 
We. are, therefore, reqiiired to go beyond the Con- 
stitution for agents not selected by, nor responsible 
to, the people. And why is this to be done? Why 
should not the people be trusted to appoint their 
own agents to take care of theirown money? For, 
after all, this is the real, the only question. The 
question is, who shall exercise the elective power 
of this Goverament? Shall the people, or shall 
the banks, appoint the men to be charged with our 
public affairs? Shall those who hold the public 
money be responsible to the public? To this ques- 
‘tion, the substitute answers, that the banks shall, 
that the people shall ‘not, exercise this power. It 
-says to the people, “ the banks are mcre virtuous, 
more intelligent than you ; they will appoint officers 
to take care of your money more worthy of yeur 
confidence than any selected by yourselves. You 
raise the revenue by your taxes, but you have no 
right to regulate its custody; you must trust 
to the honor of banks, in which, though they have 
once betrayed you, you must again confide; and 
turn your suspicions upon your own officers, who, 
though elected by yourselves, and thus far faithful 
to their trust, may yet deceive you.” Such, sir, is 
the language which this substitute speaks to the 
people ; such is the charge against their integrity, 
their virtue and intelligence; such the attack thus 
openly made upon the sovereignty of the people— 
upon the representative principle, the only prin- 
ciple which can, for a single hour, sustain this 
Government. 

Thus, sir, we have the grounds of this contest 
distinctly marked out. Let no man mistake his 
position—let none waste his energies upon a delu- 
sive issue—let none be beguiled by the deceitful 
outside this controversy has assumed—let none 
suppose it a mere question of currency and finance. 
No: it is a struggle, not between two systems of cur- 
rency, but between two forms of Government. 
Privilege, paper, and oppression, stand arrayed on 
the one side, against liberty, labor, and property, on 
the other. The revolutionary struggle for separa- 
tion from the throne of Great Britain, was not more 
essentially a strife for independence and freedom, 
than is this to dissolve the connection which ren- 
ders the Government basely subject, and the people 
basely tributary, to the banks. In this contest, (I 
speak it with a sigh for the weakness of our nature,) 
the contending elements are but too fatally matched. 
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Each power acts with the concentrated energy of 
organization. One, the organized Government of 
the people, prompted to defence by the love of 
liberty; the other, an organized league of monopo- 
Hes, fired in the assault by the hope of conquest 
and the prospect of plunder. Though apparently 
temporary, thé struggle will be long and arduous; 
and, whatsoever may be the result, that result will 
blast or confirm the happiness of the present, and 
the hopes of many a sneceeding, generation. 

Sir, the events of the last century have wrought 
an amazing revolution in the social condition of 
mən. The sword had-ever been the great oppres- 
sor and plunderer of the world, but that sanguinary 
agent of conquest and crime has now lost most of 
its terrors, and physical force yielded to the ascen- 
dancy of moral power. Human liberty, neverthe- 
less, still finds an antagonist; and it remains for 
this generation and for this country to determine 
whether organized fraud can be made to take the 
place of the sword in the oppression and plunder of 
mankind. 

Our political institutions were framed with refe- 
rence to this momentous question, and the maturest 
wisdom was exerted to guard them against the in- 
trusionh of an enemy more dreadful than the sword, 
becatse more subtle in its action, and more intense 
in-its grasp. The framers. of. the Constitution 
knew that political power was neither more nor 
less than the contro] of one man over another; 
that, amidst the necessities of human life, control 


over the labor, the property, and the subsistence of 


man, was control over the man himself. They 
knew, too, that the natural disparity in the capaci- 
ties, energies, and dispositions of men, unaided by 
political discriminations, was insufficient to destroy 
that equality of condition so essential to the safety 
of each, and to the common happiness of all. 


Upon these high elementary principles the Con- | 


stitution was bascd. Throughout the whole frame 
of our system, embracing both the State and Fe- 
deral Governments, the people are viewed as an 
aggregate of individuals equal to each other, not 
as an association of classes. and orders. Property 
is treated as an object of acquisition equally by all, 
not as a subject of monopoly or exclusive appropri- 
ation by any. Rights, only, are recognised: privi- 
leges, discarded. The contrivances which in other 
countries had been devised to classify the commu- 
nity, and graduate the scale of dependent orders, 
were rejected as incompatible with civil liberty. 
Titles of nobility, all the machinery of entails, 
perpetuities, and primogeniture, being thus reject- 


ed, our ancestors put the Government in motion, | 
believing, as they sincerely did, that man, and the į 


proceeds of his toil, were forever secured against 
pillage and oppression. 

Such, in the begginning, were our institutions— 
such then was the condition of our country. But, 
sir, a power antagonist io these principles was soon 
transplanted from the British monarchy into our 
system—a power which has silentiy incorporated 
itself with our social economy, inverted the natu- 
ral action of the Government, and now threatens 
its total subversion. f 

By common consent, the whole civilized world 
had set aparta particular species of property as 
the representative standard of value for all other 
property. Such were precious metals, gold and 
silver, which; after receiving a fixed form and the 
stamp of public authority, had, by way of emi- 
nence, beendenominated money. When the Consti- 
tution was adopted, commerce had supplied our peo- 
ple with an amount of this money equal to theirneces- 
sities; and, in addition to this, they had enjoined it 
asa duty upon their own Government, to adapt 
these metals to the public use, by regulating their 
form and value. .This was done, and for a time 
all was well. But, from England, the banking sys- 
tem was transplanted upon our shores. By its 
agency, individuals were enabled to withdraw 
from the public use the whole metallic medium, 
and to retain it as a monopoly in their own hands. 
The means, as well as the privilege, of accom- 
plishing this object, were conferred as gratuities 
by arbitrary legislation. Under these legislative 
acis, called charters, they assumed the name of 
banks, proceeded to issue their private credit in 


the form of due bills, which being thus made by 


law nominally equal: to money, went forth to. fill: 
the void left in the community by the withdrawal 
of the precious metals. cee a 
Such was the fatal entrance of the “paper vor 
banking system upon our soil.” Ht came asa. tar- 
gatherer from that country to which our fathers 
had refused to pay taxes. It came immediately 
after our Revolutionary war, and its advent was 


- the beginning of a counter ‘revolution. ~ It came 


fraught with monopoly, privilege, and perpetuity— 
principles in direct hostility “to those upon’ which 
this Government stands; -+ 

And thus, sir, whilst the Constitution requires 
Congress to coin metallic money for the use of the 
country, and to regulate its. value, the banks are 
authorized to annul the action of the Goyernment, 
by withdrawing that money from the people, and 
substituting in its stead a paper medium, whose 
value it is impossible to regulate. Every citizen 
has a constitutional right to demand gold and sil- 
ver in payment of his debts, because the Govern- 
ment is bound to coin these metals for the debtor; 
yet the banks have made it impracticable for the 
creditor to exact, or for the debtor to pay, any thing 
but paper. The Constitution secks to secure the 
people against taxation, except with their own con- 
sent, for the use of Government, and in proportion 
to their representative influence; but the paper sys- 
tem levies an enormous tax upon them against 
their will, in unequal proportions, and for ‘the ex- 
clusive benefit of the banks. All perpetuities are 
forbidden, yet moneyed corporations have arisen 
among us, with power to renew and perpetuate 
themselves by the threat of public ruin as the pe- 
nalty of their discontinuance. Privileged monopo- 
lies, tending to enrich the few to the oppression of 
the many, by destroying the co-equal distribution 
of labor and its proceeds, were carefully excluded 
from our poliical system; but, notwithstanding this, 
companies have been chartered with authority to 
monopolize that species of property called metallic 
rnoney—the only property which the Government 
is required to prepare for the use of the people— 
preperty with which they cannot dispense, and with 
the monopoly of which these corporations are ena- 
bled to control all other property, and the labor of 
the whole people. And thus, though the Constitu- 
tion secures to the citizen his property inviolate, so 
that its quantity cannot be diminished but for the 
public use, and upon the payment of an equiva- 
lent, the banks are permitted to diminish, at will, 
the value of every man’s lands and goods, by vary- 
ing the amount of their discounts. 

These things, deeply and vitally affecting the 
well-being, the very subsistence, of every man in 
the Republic, the banks are permitted to transact, 
not in the wholesome presence of the people, not 
in the light of day, but in darkness and in secret, 
between the walls of subterraneous caverns. And 
this is allowed in a country whose constitution and 
laws carry responsibility along with every act of 
power that may, in any degree, affect the public 
interests, subject the conduct of the most subordi- 
nate officer to the general scrutiny, and inflict penal 
justice upon every delinquent. 

Sir, the privileges thus conferred upon these 
combinations of men called banks—the privilege 
of monopolizing the whole traffic in the precious 
metals—of withdrawing those metals from the use 
of the public—of issuing their due bills as the sole 
currency of the couniry—-bills which are but the 
counterfeit of the money they purport to represent— 
bills which, for the most part, constitute a species 
of credit founded, not like that of individuals, upon 
actual property, but upon an arbitrary credit, cre- 
ated by acis of arbitrary legislation, and forced 
upon the people as the representative of things that 
do not exist—the privilege of monopolizing the 
faculty of loaning money—of loaning their credit 
as money—of compelling every citizen to exchange 
his for their credit, with a premium for the ex- 
change—of increasing and diminishing their leans 
at pleasure, without notice to the community. 
These mighty privileges concentrate a mass of 
power, such as never existed in any other country, 
and never can be concentrated in any other form 
than that of the paper system. Such a system 
must forever act with a tenfold force upon the peo- 
ple of a free Government, because such a Govern- 
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ment is, in its social structure, necessarily too 
feeble, and exerts too little control over the citizen 
atid his property, to protect him against a power 
holding in its own hands the value of his labor, and 
the measure of his subsistence; for, after all, man 
must, in the nature of things, ultimately yield to 
that power which bears. moat directly and steadily 
upon him. The necessities of life leave him no 
means of resisting a power that determines, at 
pleasure, the quantity of his daily bread. 

Andnow, Task, what monarch, what Government, 
in any age or country, ever possessed a power over 
the labor, the property, the subsistence of the peo- 
ple, over their domestic comtoris, their social hap- 
piness, so arbitrary, so irresponsible, so omnipo~ 
tent, as that which the banks of this free country 
now hold over this free people? But are we tree, 
can we feel that we are freemen, whilst there 
exists in our midst a despotism of chartered compa- 
nies, changing our social condition from day to day, 
at its own pleasure, for its own benefit? 

Sir, one of the essential elements of freedom is 
the security for the future which we have in the 
present. Your paper system deranges the whole 
community by asingle act. It throws out a hun- 
dred millions of loans to-day; it withdraws them to- 
morrow; and a revolution in property is accom- 
plished. The honest citizen retires at night with 
the accumulated proceeds of his toil around him; 
he rises at morn in bankruptcy and despair. The 
banks have reduced the circle of their favors, and 
his property has been sacrificed upon the scale of 
depreciation caused by the curtailment. The third 
day comes, and he is once more stimulated into 
life and hope by the returning tide of bank facili- 
ties: the fourth day he is replunged into beggary by 
bank contractions, Thus, by these alternations, 
the cheerful prospect of improving his condition by 
regular labor is blasted for ever. He is lefi to beat 
about in the feverish void between the extremes of 
hope and despondency. And, sir, that restless irri- 
tation of the publie mind which is hourly, putting 
at hazard the repose and the neutrality of the coun- 
try, is among the natural effects of these sudden 
add frequent tfansitions in the circumstances and 
fortunes-of men. 

But, Mr. President, the powers and privileges of 
the banking system, vast and dircful ax are now 
their effecis upon the social circumstances of the 
people, are destined, if not arrested, to become stil! 
more so, by bearing down the Government of the 
country, aud erecting in its stead, a cokl, sordid, 
mereenary despotism. The progress of the system 
towards this end has been silent, but steady, direct 
and rapid. Already I have shown its power over 
property and labor, and, through them, over men, 
by its eonnections with our whole domestic econo- 
my. But its more immediate influence upon our 
political institutions remains yet to be seen. This 
influence is exerted, first, upon the mass of the 
people before they have delegated their power, and 
again, upon their agents, after t.e delegation is 
made. 

Banks derive their being from legislation. They 
are of political origin. They sustain and perpetuate 
themselves by re-acting upon the source of their 
existence, and therefore necessarily become an cle- 
ment of political power. Every new one increases 
the strength, and guarantees the perpetuity of those 
that preceded it; and.all unite, still further, to aug- 
went their number. Each is a monopoly as against 
the community, the common object of spoliation, 
bat all stand upon a level with regard to each other 
as co-agents in plunder, and co-equal recipients of 
its spoils. Among themselves, they are not beings 
of a distinct existence, but cohesive parts of a sys- 
tem, with all the functions of a complete and pow- 
erful organization. The Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States is the centre of the system, be- 
cause that isthe member in which the greatest pow- 
er is accumulated, and which stands in the region 
where the payments of the continent are made. To 
this institution, therefore, all the parts of the sys- 
tem are attracted by a gravitation as infallible as 
that which draws the waters of the West to the 
Gulf of Mexico, or holds this Capitol to the earth. 
By dispensing its influence throughout all the chan- 
nels of politiéal power, and re-acting steadily upon 
the legislation of the country, the system has, with- 
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in. less than the half of-a century, strengthened its 
grasp, and enlarged its orbit, till it now compre- 
hends eight hundred: -banks, with a capital of three 
hundred millions, a circulation of a hundred and 
twenty millions, and a mass of loans amounting to 
near five hundred millions of dollars. This fright- 
ful power is concentrated, nominally, in the hands 
of about ten thousand officers of -banks, but really 
in those of a single man, who, as president of the 
central member, controls, by his solitary will, the 
whole machinery of the system. 

But ia. what manner has the system thus re-act- 
ed upon legislation, the source of its existence? 
What human agency has it employed thus to en- 
large and perpetuate itself, and what is the extent 
of that agency? In reply to these questions, ten 
thousand bank presidents, directors, cashiers, clerks, 
counsellors, and attorney's, stand forth to our view. 
They are followed by an army of at least seventy- 
five thousand stockholders, whose rear is covered 
by a train of dependants indefinitely long. But if 
these numbers of men are great, what shall we say 
when we see still advancing the multitudinous host 
of borrowers, with their dependants, and all these 
to be succeeded by a swarm of impatient expec- 
tants? When the banks suspended payment, their 
loans and discounts verged close upon the sum of 
Jive hundred millions. of dollars. This amount, if 
loaned for a single year, in the proportion of one 
thousand dollars toa man, would embrace Jive hun- 
dred thousand men; if loaned, in the same propor- 
tion, for six months, it would reach one million of 
men; and if loaned for the usual period of ninety 
days, then the bank borrowers, in a single year, 
would number two mitlions of irtividuals—a num- 
ber far transcending the entire voting population of 
the Union. Bat these institutions distribate not their 
favors so equally as this. If, however, they do not 
bring the influence of their loans to bear directly on 
all this multitude, they advance far towards effecting 
that object, indirectly, by applying their money only 
to those who, from their influence in society, can 
control most of the rest. 

And now, Lask, who are the men that compose 
this amazing concourse of bankers, stockholders, 
borrowers, and dependants? Where are they to be 
found? “Are they among the humble citizens, 
doomed, by the necessities of life, to toil in obsea- 
riy? Are hey to be found in the field or in the 
workshop? No, sir, no; they are to be found in the 
shade of summer and in the sunshine of winter; 
they are to be found amidst this forest of banks that 
overshadow the cities, towns, aud villages, of the 
Republic. ‘There they are; and there, at this very 
moment, they may be found, crouching in servile 
submission to these institutions—defending their 
frands, the most stupendous that ever were com- 
mitted—delending their open rebellion against pub- 
lic law, and reviling the Government of their 
country, and the friends of that Government, with 
all the bitterness of mercenary malice. Firm, sir, 
must be the heart of that man, and strong must be 
his nerve, who dares to complain of the oppression 
of the banks—wbo dares to lift the voice of pa- 
triouc warning to his countrymen. Stern must be 
his soul, and indomitable his fortitude, before he 
presumes to rebuke the power of the banks—a 
power which has already coiled around the saered 
forms of the Constitution, which is day by day 
increasing the intensity of its pressure, and stran- 
gling public liberty in its folds. 

I ask, again, who are these men, and where to 
be found? Truc it is, that many of them are citi- 
zens good and valuable—but true it is, also, that 
they are, in the general, men who live by devices, 
by traffic and speculation. They are congregated 
in towns and cities, where banks dispense their fa- 
vors, and where they combine to defend all the in- 
Justice of the dispensing power. Thus, each one 
of these delinquent corporations stands securely 
in the midst of a faithful garrison. Let an in- 
jured citizen utter a word in complaint of his 
wrongs, and in a moment he is denounced, his 
character assailed, and his influence impaired or 
destroyed. Leta public journal print but an un- 
friendly line, subscriptions to the paper are imme- 
diately withdrawn, advertisements discontinued, 
and the affrighted printer persecuted into submis- 
ison or beggary. . Thus, that loud sentinel, the 
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-o Senate. 
Press, intended as:it was. to.sound-the alarm.on the 
first approach-of danger, is: subsidized- by favors, 
or silenced. by intimidation. . If.it speak -at-all,-it 
must speak only..in praises. ty the banks and: in 
treachery tothe people? i ag ui sai 

Among this crowd of clamorous: dependants.are 
found a thousand bank attorneys—-men, whose pro- 
fessional connections with -the community, whose 
habits of public speaking, give. them a -dispropor- 
tionate influence over. the public mind... They, 
one and all, stand forth, in aid of subsidized presses, 
to justify whatever enormities these corporations 
may commit against the people,‘and to ascribe all 
the crimes of banks to the Government of their 
country. 

Itis thus that the powerful influences which 
contribute to mould and. direct the passions and 
opinions of towns and cities, arè arrayed on the 
side of the banking system; and it is thus, also, 
that tewns and cities, through the intercourse of 
business and the agency of the press, contribute so 
powerfully iò mould and direct-the passions and 
opinions of the whole country. 

Is it, then, wonderful, that a.system which has 
prostituted and purchased into its service so much 
of the intellect, which has combined in its sup- 
port so many of the active elements, of society,’ 
should have assumed a despotism, almost absolute, 
over the public judgment, and laid the country un- 
der tribute, even with the country’s consent? 

And yet, sir, notwithstanding all this, the control 
of banks over property, over labor, over -the very 
subsistenee of the pcople, notwithstanding their do- 
mination over such a multitude of men, whilst, 
power yet abides in the mass, there would still be 
hope for public liberty, if that power remained un- 
corrupted when delegated to public agents; for this 
is the point where the attack is most direct and fa~ 
tal. The representative principle is the vitality of 
the Government; and its corruption puts an end to 
civil liberty. Are we, then, exposed to danger in 
this direction? Has bank influence reached the 
public functionaries? Has it contaminated power 
in their hands; bent them from the line of duty? 
And bave they rewarded the generous confidence 
of the people with treachery to their. dearest inte- 
rests? I ask these questions; and now, sir, who 
stands ready with a negative answer? Wall it, can 
it, be denied, that the banking system. has, from its 
very beginning, enlarged and perpetuated itself by 
re-acling constantly upon the legislation of the coun- 
try? . Look throughout the Union, with what assi- 
duity bank presidents, stockholders, lawyers, bor- 
rowers and dependants, are pressed upon the pub- 
lic favor as candidates for all offices, legislative, 
executive, and judicial. And what, sir, has been 
the result? [Tow many of these men, thus control- 
ling banks, or controlled by them, thus directly in- 
terested in, or personally dependent upon them— 
how many are seen in the Legislature of every 
State? Who will say that these men, interested as 
they are in bank profits against the people who pay 
them, do not constitute at least one-third, and often 
a half, of every legislative body? Who will deny 
that these legislators, faithless to the sacred’. trusts 
confided to therh, regardless of the public welfare, 
and mindful only of their own interests, have ever 
combined, and still do combine, to multiply the 
privileges, to diminish the responsibilities, and to 
increase the profits of the banks? Magi DL cats 

The fundamental laws of the Union, angof the 
States, have sought to guard publie men: against 
temptation and impurity, and thus tosecure fidelity 
to the people, by express provisions. -In. most, if 
not all, of the States, men are ineligible to officescre- 
ated by their own agency, as.members of the Le- 
gislature; and the officers of the General Govern- 
ment, one and all, are disqualified-to sit in the le- 
gislative bodies of the States, . And yet, in a coun- 
try so jealous, so vigilent of its freedom, what. is 
the practice universally prevalent, where banks 
are concerned? Do we not. see members of the 
Legislature, who are already interested in. or de- 
pendent upon banks already established, conspiring 
among themselves, as well as. with others, to char- 
ter new institutions, to. incorporate themselves: by 
name, and thus to levy money, for their own. use, 
by their own acts, upon their.own constituents? 

But is this all? Are the corrupting influences of 
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banks to be found only in legislative bodies? No; 
the Executive departments of the States are equally 


exposed. Bank presidents, directors, stockholders, 


lawyers, and borrowers, may be seen in the persons 
of Governors and other officers, throughout all the 
gradations of executive and ministerial authority. 

Bat if the influence of the banking system be 
fatal to the honest exercise of legislative and exe- 
cutive power, what are we to hope when it falls 
upon the inviolable ermine? for there it has 
fallen, and there it has left a stain of impu- 
rity broad as the face of the Union. Banks 
know, full well, the value of a friend at court. 
They know who are to expound their charters; to 
limit, or extend, by mere opinion, their powers and 
privileges; to probe or conceal, to punish or con- 
nive at, their frauds and delinquencies. This they 
understand, and bank officers and dependants are, 
therefore, converted into judges, or judges converted 
into bank officers and dependants. . In either event, 
the result is the same to the people. And thus it 
is that the public law of this great and glorious 
country, instead of emanating from its freemen, is 
often both made and administered, in their very 
presence, by the agency of banks, which are them- 
selves but the creatures of law. 

Sir, it may be assumed as a political axiom, 
founded in the nature of our social being, that, in 
a popular Government, every considerable divi- 
sion of the cummunity, whether based upon dis- 
tinct interests, abstract principles, or upon the di- 
versity of human passions, will, if it adm:t of a 
separate organization, ultimately become partisan 
in the struggles for political power. The banking 
system is such a division; it is so organized, and 
has openly assumed all the attributes of a partisan. 
But so comprehensive, so vast, are its powers, that 
instead of being merely secondary, it has itself be- 
come the primary basis of such a party. Instead 
of being attracted by other interests, it has drawn 
those interests to itself; and thus the politician is 
rendered subordinate to the banker, and the public 
welfare an odject subordinate to the welfare of the 
banks. Sir, is the fact doubted? Then look back 
through the last eight years; look over the face of 
the country at the present moment; look through 
both Houses of Congress; look to the measure now 
pending in the Senate. What is, what has been 
during all this time, the controlling influence, the 
very life and soul, of the Opposition? Hasit not 
been, is it not now, the influence of banks alone? 
And who are they that devise the measures and 
direct the energies of that party? Are they not 
bankers, or the agents, attorneys, and dependants 
of banks? For what is the struggle protracted? Is 
it not for the interests of banks? and is not their 
triumph the great and primary object? 

Yes, in all the conflicts of mankind, the power 
‘which pays’ the troops will forever control their 
movements, and appropriate the benefits of victo- 
ry. From the first day that the late President ad- 
vised the discontinuance of the Bank of the United 
States, that institution, as the central member of 
the banking system, has struggled to coerce the 
American people to deliver up their Government 
into the hands of its lawyers and dependants. 
And even now, while Iam speaking, this, with its 
eight hundred confederated banks, after having 
thrown off all the restraints of law, stand forward 


still claiming the empire of the country, and de- | 


manding the public money, in advance, to aid in 
establishing that claim. And, sir, in what spirit 
are these frightful pretensions of the banks put 
forth? What language have we heard? What 
passions have we seen displayed upon this floor? 
Have we not heard the same bitter invective, seen 
the same infuriated passion, which has ever cha- 
racterized this mercenary warfare upon the Go- 
vernment and the people? In what language, in 
what spirit, in what manner, have we heard the 
late President of the United States spoken of by 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CLhay?] We 
have heard that illustrious citizen, though retired 
to private life, though in no man’s way to power, 
though worn down with age, and standing upon 
the véry verge of the grave; yet we have heard 
him denounced in the councils of his country— 
that country which he has served, and saved by 
his serving; yet even here we have heard such a 


man denounced as though he were the worst of 


traitors still prosecuting treason. Napoleon is de- 
clared to have been his. object of imitation—and 
why? Did President Jackson usurp the Govern- 
ment? Did he siaughter three millions of his coun- 
trymen in attempting the subjugation of the earth? 
And ishe now chained, for his crimes, to a deso- 
late rock in the midst of interminable seas? Or if 
not so, why not? 
large? Why to live in safety, unguarded by pow- 
er, unawed, unoffended by man? No, sir, his only 
crime is that of having secured the liberties of his 
country, by -arousing the noble spirit of his coun- 
trymen against the sly and insidious attacks of a 
low, stupid, pilfering despotism. If he be guilty, 
who is innocent? Are the freemen of this land not 
as criminal as he?—they who, without flagging for a 
single moment, stood by him to the last? 


But, sir, who is thi8 man thus charged? Who 
washe? He was an orphan boy, poor and friend- 
less. And yet, by the energy of his character and 
the force of his genius, he has made the entire 
cycle of public honors in the first country on the 
globe; and now, at a goodly old age, he reposes 
within the peaceful precincts of his beloved Her- 
mitage, with a heart still pure, a judgment unim- 
paired, and a character still victorious over malice 
and defamation. That motley rabble of British 
mercenaries with arms in their hands, of British 
stipendaries with charters in their pockets, of poli- 
tical wranglers and declaimers, who made up the 
brindle faction of his country’s enemies and of his 
persecutors, have served only to mark by their fall, 
one by one, the dates and space between the suc- 
cessive victories of truth, genius, and virtue, over 
their antagonist principles. There the old man 
stands, the private citizen, in the furrowed fields of 
rural life, his venerable form preseniing the very 
incarnation of triumphant patriotism. His fame is 
fixed, and will for ever remain as immutable to the 
touch of hostility, as are the fixed laws of truth to 
the assaults of falsehood. You, Senators, who 
are his friends, need no longer be concerned on his 
account. His character is now safe in the publie 
affection; and. when he-shall have passed down the 
steep declivity of his remaining days, his grave 
will be walled around by the hearts of his grateful 
countrymen, against that vampire spirit that would 
violate the tomb to glut upon his blood. 


And now, sir, having been thus forced into a 
digression by the injustice done to an absent man 
upon this floor, I return to the matter before us. 

It has been said that the Bank of the United 
States was never so powerful, because it had been 
prostrated by President Jackson. But this is an 
assumption not sustained by the fact. For although 
the President and people were united against it; 
although it had violated its charter, spurned the 
authority of Congress, refused to be examined, 
leagued with politicians, subsidized some, flattered 
the ambition of others, and made panic after panic 
to subdue the spirit of the nation, vet does it stand; 
and though black with these its notorious offences, 
it still claims the Government of thecountry. Yes, 


| sir, it stands, as before, the central power, control- 


ling the paper syslem throughout. What change 
has been made in any particular, excepting in the 
source of its charter? And how has even that 
change been effected? Was it by the agency of 
Congress? No, but by that of the people through 
the Executive veto; fur when or where did such 
an institution. ever want influence to oblain a 
recharter through a legislative body? And why, 
sir, is this the case? _ Is it not because these insti- 
tutions re-act, as I have already said, upon their 
legislative creators? The bank was aciually re- 
chartered, so far as legislative action could effect 
it; but under what circumstances this was accem- 
plished, the ever enduring records of Congress will 
show. Before, however, I proceed to exhibit these 
records, in evidence of the private relations sub- 
sisting between the bank and many members of 
the Congress which passed the renewal of its 
charter, I will read a precedent for this scrutiny 
into the bank connections of public men. 

On the 3ist of March, 1834, (it was the panic 
session,) this resolution was submitted by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,) passed this 


Why is he suffered to go at- 


EE PE NEEE EE EEEE EER EE EER: 


ete fy aerae A epee ttn 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
. Making public officers depositaries— Mr. Allen. - 


panio 


amaenn n nanara aa enan a SSS a aaa a aa a aaraa a S 


body, and was afterwards satisfactorily responded to 
by Mr: Taney, then Secretary of the Treasury: ” < 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the. Senate what: amount of: 
public money is now on deposite in the Union Bank 
of Maryland; when and on what account it way 
deposited; and also whether any Treasury ‘drafts, 
contingent or otber, have been, during the month: 
of March, 1834, furnished to the said bank, or at 
any time heretofore to the Bank’of Maryland, for~ 
any, and what purpose.. gna that he. likewise report < 
what amount of stock in the capital of the said Union 
Bank was held by R. B. Taney; Esq. when the said 
bank was selected as one of the banks to recewe, in 
deposite, the public money; and what amount of the 
stock he now holds.” z . 

Such was the resolution; such were then that 
Senator’s suspicions against the purity of the very 
banks to which he now wishes to commit the reve- 
nue; and such then his determination to prebe the 
bank corruptions of public men. If, therefore, 
these supposed connections of the Secretary with a ` 
bank selected by him as a depository of the public 
money, were deemed so perilous to the honest dis- 
charge of his official duties as to demand investiga- 
tion, it cannot be improper or unwise to inquire in- 
to the private relations which the Bank of the 
United States contracted with the members of Con- 
gress, of whom it was asking a recharier. But, 
sir, should any man feel agrieved by such an ex- 
posure, he must ascribe his misfortune to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, who first began this inquisito- 
rial purgation. oA 

In 1834, (it was the panic sessiop,) a majority 
of this body being in favor of the bank, instructed. 
the Committee on Finance, which was also favo- 
rable, “to investigate the affairs and conduct” of 
that institution; and that committee made, through 
Mr. Tyler of Virginia, a report upon facts far- 
nished by the bank itself. What, then, are the 
facts thus furnished and thus reported? Here they 
are presented in words and figures, giving day and 
year, with all the distinctness and accuracy of the 
tabular form. The table suppresses the names, 
but exhibits the number, of the members of Con- 
gress who obtained loans of the bank, and the 
amount obtained, from 1826 to 1834. Now, sir, 
let the Senate and the nation bear it in mind, that 
it was in his message at the opening of the session 
of 1829-30, that President Jackson announced his 
objection to the renewal of the charter. From that 
moment, the renewal became the subject. of politi-: 
cal strife; and let it never be forgotten, that it was 
through Congress the bank was to pass, or die. 
Few, if any, of the members were merchants whose 
business required large advances of money. But 
if such advances were necessary, why were they- 
not obtained from the six or eight hundred local 
banks, some of which were standing in the State, 
the district, and even at the very door of almost 
every member? Why did members pass all these, 
and apply for loans to the only bank upon whose 
life or death they were required to decide? But is 
this the fact? Can it be possible that public mea 
could ask private favors from an institution which, 
at the same moment, was asking pubiic favors of 
them? And willit be believed, that both parties, 
regardless alike of their obligations to the country 
and of the opinions of the world, gratified the de- 
sires of each other in every particular, and to the 
full limit of their mutual powers? Yes, this table 
answers these questions; and, if I mistake rot, the 
answer Will astound this nation. It shows, that im 
the very first year of the bank contest—the year of 
1830—the bank loaned one hundred and ninety- 
two thousand one hundred and sixty-one dollars to 
fifty-two members of Congress, that, in 1831, it 
loaned three hundred and twenty-two thousand 
one hundred and uinety-uine doliars to fifty-nine 
members; that, in 1832, it loaned four hundred 
and seventy-eight thousand and sixty-nine dollars 
to forty-four members; that, in 1833, it loaned 
three hundred and seventy-four thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-six dollars to fifty-eight members; 
and that, in 1834, it loaned two hundred and thir- 
ty-eight thousand five hundred and eighty-six dol- 
lars to fifty-two members. 

Thus it was, that during the five years of the 
contest, ending with the panie sespion of 1834, 
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the Bank of the United States, struggling for a 
renewal of its charter, distributed in loans, one 
million six hundred and five thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-one dollars, to two. hundred and 
sixty-five members of Congress.. This enormous 
sum, greater than the aggregate salaries of all the 
members ofboth Houses of Congress. during the 
same period of five years—a sum equal to one- 
fifteenth part. of the. whole annual revenues and 
expenditures of the Federal Goverament——this sum 
was thus bestowed, as accommodations, by the 
bank, ata time of pretended pressure, upon the 
very men of whom it was asking acharter—a char- 
ter, which, if granted, would enable the bank to 
levy millions in tribute, year after year, upon their 
constituents. 

Sir, these things may have al! been innocent. It 
may be that the additional half million of dollars 
thrown, as facilities, into the two Houses of Con- 
gress by the bank, in 1832—the very time when its 
recharter was pending and passed—it may be that 


the large amount, still in addition, thrown in whilst | 


the question of restoring the deposits was pending, 
in 1834—it may be, that these great and well-timed 
favors, bestowed by the bank upon men whilst 
sitting in judgment upon its life and its claim to the 
pnbhe revenue—it may be, that these things had no 
other effect than to make the recipient members 
better patriots, more devoted to the public interests, 
less intent upon their own, and more impartial ac- 
tors in the contest between the people and the bank, 
These loans may have been harmless, these men 
uncorrupted. T know not one, by name, who re- 
ccived these moneys, for their names are suppressed 
in the report of the committee. I speak not, there- 
fore, to criminate or wound the feelings of any one. 
But, sir, I know the nature of man; 1 know that 
coming to Congress changes him not for the better; 
I know that gratitude for favors isa principle of 
that nature; I know that obligations are thus crea- 
ted which the human heart is bound to acknowledge, 
and the human mind finds ithard to disobey. These 
things I know; and I know, too, that public liberty 
can never be safe whilst public men are exposed to 
such temptations. It is for these reasons, sir, that 
I stand up this day, not only as an American Sena- 
tor, but in the still prouder attitude of an American 
citizen, to warn my countrymen of a danger which 
I most solemnly believe now threatens the purity 
and safety of their Government. 

But, sir, is this all? Were there no other influ- 
ences but the facilities of that bank exerted upon 


the members of Congress during the contest? Were | 


there no other relations subsisting between the 
members and the bank, but those of borrower and 
lender? How many of its lawyers and stockhokl- 
ers occupied seats in this Capitol? Tow many 
men sat here who were the lawyers, stockholders, 
and borrowers of the numerous local banks which 
had petitioned for the recharter of the Bank of the 
United States, because interested as part of the 
same system? How many such men were to be 
found in the several legislatures, bending the influ- 
ence of whole States to bear upon this cardinal ob- 
ject? And now, sir, I pul the question, if that in- 
stitution, alone, hid, pending the struggle, such a 
number of its attorneys, stockholders, and borrow- 
ess, in the two Houses of Congress, how many of 
such agents aid dependants may this, with its 
league of eight hundred local banks, be supposed 
now to have under this roof—now, when all these 
corporations are making a united effort to grasp 
the public revenues? $ 

Sir, I again say, that members standing in such 
relations to the banks, even ata time like this, may 
still be innocent; they may be uninfluenced by 
bank emoluments in deciding the qnestion of re- 
warding banks with the profitable use of the public 
money. All this is possible; but ‘ lead us not into 
temptation” is, nevertheless, a part of that prayer 
which is the inheritance of our race. 

If, in the administration of justice, the slightest 
interest in the result disqualifies men to testify or 
sit in judgment; if the parties litigant are forbidden 
even to speak in private to a juror, what would be 
thotight of that judge or juryman, who, pending a 
trial for life, character, or property, should ask and 
obtain, from one of the parties, the private favor of 
an: enormous loan? Or if the partner or atlomey 
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or in ‘the array of the jury, would tot such offend- 


ing judge or juryman inéur and deserve as Well the 


public odium as the penalties of public justice? 
And if, sir, such securities are necessary, to the 
honest administration of law, are they not still 
more so to guard the purity of the Jaw making 
power? : ' 

Sir, members of legislative bodies should bè the 
last men in this nation to form private connections, 
or contract obligations, with banks, because they 
are the men of whom these institutions are constant- 
ly asking public favors. If, however, they will do 
so, regardless of the indelicacy of incurring such 
obligations, they have no right to evade detection, 
or to complain of exposure. For what is the course 
which they pursue,towards other citizens less exposed 
to corruption, and fully as likely asthemselves to re- 
sist it? What do we hear, in both Houses of Con- 
gress, from day to day, through every session? Do 
we not hear all officers of Government indiscrimi- 
nately denounced—denounced as dishonest parti- 
sans, corrupted by salaries for which their whole 
time and labor are bestowed in the public service? 
More than eleven thousand citizens are employed 
as postmasters; and although a large, if not an 
equal, proportion, of the number, are known to be 
hostile to the party in power, yet we have heard 


| them, ene and all, proclaimed to be unprincipled 


wretches, prostituted into the service andsupport of 
a cerrupt administration, And now, sir, who are 
these officers, and what is the amount of those 
salaries with which they are thus corrupted? 
Nine-tenths, at least, of the entire number, 
are farmers residing at cross roads, or me- 
chanics, or inconsiderable merchants, in the 
little villages, where they are induced to accept of 
the offices solely for the accommodation of the citi- 
zens in theneighborhood. For, in most of these 
cases, the whole salary received by the officer falls 
short of twenty dollars a year. Butin this caleu- 
lation I will leave nothing to conjecture; E will 
speak from the facts and the figures, as fonnd upon 
the records of the Post Office Department. What, 
then, is the result? 

On the first day of July, 1837, there were, in all, 
eleven thousand seven hundred and seventy post- 
masters; and the aggregate salaries paid to the 
whole, during the preceding year, amounted to 
eight hundred and ninety-one thousand three hun- 
dred and forty-three dollars. Thus, the aggregate 
amount divided by the number of officers, will 
show the average annual salary of each to have 
been but seventy-five dollars and seventy-three 
cents. And yet, sir, these humble citizens, who 
thus give their services to the public for a compen- 
sation so trivial as this, are denounced in their ab- 
sence, denounced in the councils of their country, 
denounced with bitterness and ferocity, as basely 
prostituted by such salaries as these; and that, too, 
by members of Congress, who are themselves re- 
ceiving, for less than half of their time, an average 
of fifteen hundred dollars annually of the public 
money. Yes, this is done; these denunciations are 


| poured forth by the very members who, not content 


with the ample amounts drawn by themselves from 
the public Treasury, are daily asking, and daily re- 
ceiving, thousands on thousands in Joans from 
banks, whilst they stand in their places, voting in 
return to these corporations the custody and the 
use of the whole revenues of their country. It isin 
vain, sir, for men who so unjustly, so cruelly revile 
others for such causes as these, to expect to elude 
suspicion, whilst exposed themselves to temptations 
so much more powerful. No: the American people 
will judge; they have a right; itis their duty to 
judge, between the delinquency cf the accused and 
the criminality of the accuser.. They will judge, 
and correctly, too, who are the most exposed to 
corruption, who most likely to yield: the postmas- 
ters, with such salaries as these, living in the pure 
air of the remote interior, among the people them- 
selves; or the men who, withdrawn from the people, 
stand here, amidst the impurities of the Capitol, 
reciprocating public for private favors with the 
banks. ? f 

And here, sir, in passıng from this view of the 
subject, I will only remark that, if the liberties of 
the country are eyer overthrown, it will be. by cor- 
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if, Mr. President, the tendency’ of the banking 
system to exert unwholesome influences over le- 
gislative bodies, and if the exposure of those bo- 
dies to such influences were not already apparent, 
these facts might be clearly demonstrated. by. the ex- 
traordinary changes in the relations of public men 
since the bank contest began. The greatbody of the 
people have stood immovably opposed to a Na- 
tional Bank, and as invariably favorable to a te- 
formation of the whole’ banking system. And 
yet how numerous are. their public agents, who, 
after their elections to Congress ‘or the. State Le- 
gislatures, have shifted their ground upon all these 
questions? But where have they gone? -What 
has been the result of these changes? ‘How. few 
who were friendly, have becotne unfavorable ` to 
banks? How many who were opposed have be- 
come friendly to them? Upon the known prin- 
ciples of the human mind, when acting beyond the 
sphere of adventitious influences, it might be sup- 
posed that these changes, for and against, would; 
in some degree, have counteracted each other. 
Has such been the fact? No, sir: the betrayed De- 
mocracy of the Union feel, and will never forget, 
that these changes in the course of their public 
agents have been almost uniformly against the 
country, and in favor of the banks. And why 
this strange coincidence? Is it because the conduct 
of these institutions has been such asto induce a 
belief in their purity and innocence? If so, why, 
has the same conduct tended only to strengthen in 
the minds of the people themselves, the opposite 
conviction? No, sir, no: there can be. but little, 
there can be no difficulty, in solving the secret. 
Scarcely a man, of all the deserters from the De- 
moeratic ranks, leaves behind him a doubt. as: to 
to.the place of his destination. When he goes, no 
reward is necessary to his detection. Heis to be 
found in the vault of a bank—there is the attrac- 
tion, and to that point he gravitates. : 

The Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives] in the 
zeal of his o position to the bill before us, has been 
pleased to attribute the present condition of. thë 
banks to ‘the hostile action of the Government” 
to “the Treasury order.” I regretted to hearsuch 
a charge from such a source. That Senator has 
long been a member of the party to whose agency 
he now ascribes these criminal results. We hada 
reason tu hope, and a right to believe, that his op- 
position to the measure would be that of a friend 
dissenting with regret; not such an opposition as 
might be expected from one eagerly seizing an ot- 
casion to criminate his old associates, or. from an 
enemy venting the rage of veteran hostility. This 
language is the more to be regretted, because, 
whilst it is render: d doubly painful by the sincerity 
of former friendships, it seems to spring from a 
conviction that those friendships may néver be re- 
newed. Had. the Senator but gently chided his 
friends for what he supposed to be the jmpolicy’ of 
the pending measure, had he uttered but the coun- 
sels of mild admonition, ke would then have 
evinced an unchanged temper of mind, rendering 
the probability of Sis future co-operation more 
than an equivalent for his present opposition. Tf, 
however, he could not, in sincerity, do this; if he 
has fixed his purpose to depart for ever, in spite of 
all the associations which formerly bound him to 
the Democracy of the Union; if such be his des- 
tiny, then not a syllable remains to bé pronounced 


by his ancient friends. but the melancholy word—— 
Farewell! : 


‘A word that must be, and hath been: 
A sound which makes. us linger; yer farewell.” - 


This bill, sir, is assailed asia new-source of Ex- 
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ecutive patronage, ecutive patronage, and the Senator from Virginia || means intended to increase the security of the pub. || Executive, could e public confidence im these the Senator from Virginia 
sees in its provisions nothing but the frightful spec- 
tre of political corruption. I admit the general 
tendency of patronage to corrupt; and yet that Se- 
nator might have given at least one example where 
it bad been bestowed with no meagre liberality 
without corrupting the fortunate object of Execu- 
tive bounty. But what is patronage, and to what 
extent is it sought to be increased? It is the means 
of acting upon men by rewarding their favor; and 
the bill creates but about twenty-five additional of- 
ficers, with iuconsiderable salaries. Thus it is, 
that this patronage, which cannot extend t3, thirty 
individuals—a number Jess than the one-hundredth 
part of those who’ may be reached and controlled 
by the patronage of the smallest bank in the Union; 
this patronage is denounced as dangerous, by the 
very men who are now seeking, by their amendato- 
ry substitute, to arm the Executive with the whole 
banking system of the country; with an absolute 
power over the whole currency; over the property, 
the labor, and the very subsistence of the entire 
body of the people! Can men who are struggling 
to confer powers so omnipotent as these, be sincere 
in their apprehensions of danger from the paltry pa- 
fronage created in the bil]? 

But the first of the twe principal features of the 
bill incurs the hostility of the Senator from Virgi- 
nia, as affording insufficient security for the safety 
of the revenue. What, then, is this feature? It 
provides that the sworn and responsible officers of 
Government—they who have always collected the 
public dues—shall, aided by a few others named 
in the bill, continue to collect them; shall keep 
them safely tll appropriated by law; shall give 
ample security; shall not use or loan a dollar; all 
upon the penalty of their bonds, of imprisonment 
for years, and of eternal degradation as men. 
Thus all the safeguards that can impose restraint 
on human agency are provided; and if these are 
insufficient—if pecuniary and corporeal terrors, 
with the certainty of personal debasement—if all 
these afford no guarantee for the rectitude of -hu- 
man conduct, then man can no longer confide in 
man, and all popular government must end. 
Why, if officers cannot be trusted with the care of 
the revenue for a week or a month, till drawn for 
the public service, why trust them ‘with its collec- 
tion in the first instance? and why trust other 
officers with its final disbursement? If agents 
appointed by the people, from among the people 
to transact the affairs of the people, and responsi- 
ble to the people, are unworthy of the people’s con- 
fidence; and if, also, bank agents, appointed by 
banks, interested in banks, and responsible only to 
banks: if such men are alone worthy to be en- 
trusted with the public income, why not give them 
its collection and disbursement?) Why not deliver 
all public property to them—place them over your 
fleets and armies—give them, in a word, the govern- 
ment of your counuy? No, sir, these apprehen- 
sions for the safety of the national treasure, in 
possession of the sworn and responsible officers 
of the Government, cannot be sincere, -without 
gentlemen solemnly believe the representative 
principle of the Constitution radically impotent, 
without they deem revolution plainly inevitable, 
and therefore desire to substitute the banks for the 
people as the source of political power. For, how 
can men, who believe the Constitution adequate to 
all the ends of Government—how can they look 
the country in the face, and declare the revenue 
more safe in the hands of banks, expressly autho- 
rized by law to use it, than in those of officers positive- 
ly forbidden to touch a dollar, under the penalty of 
forfeiture, imprisonment, and dishonor? From 
what part of the conduet of banks and bankers, is 
such a conclasion to be drawn? 
that they have already seized millions of your 
fands, placed for safety in their vanlts—that they 
suli retain them, and now demand of Government 
its fuinre revenues, as the sole condition upon which 
they will pay th their debts either to the Government 
or the people? Is it for these reasons that banks 
are again to be trusted ? 

To this feature of the bill, however, the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Werrsrer] urges another 
and a very different objection. He is alarmed at 
the strong boxes, the bars, and the bolts—-the very 


Is it from the fact 
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means intended to increase the security of the ppb- 
lic money. These cumbrous fixtures of Gothic 
barbarism offend his taste, affright his fancy, and 
shock, most deeply, his nervous sensibility. And 
yet that Senator can contemplate all the parts of 
this dreadful apparatus without terror or emotion, 

if ıt be but found in the vault ofa bank. In such 
a cavern- he seems composed and at home; there, in 
that subterraneous abode of all honesty and of all 
innocence, his imagination can rove, unappalled, 

through the chilled darkness and the dense vapor, 

and catch, and hang, and lonnge, and repose, upon 
bars, and bolts, and locks, andh ‘hinges, swinging the 
ponderous door to close the iron entrance. "His 
fright in the one case is equalled by nothing but 
his courage in the other; and if, in the one instance, 

his respiration -is difficult, in the other, he “breathes 
deeper and freer.” 

Yes, it was the Treasury order, the hostile action 
of the Government, that brought the banks to the 
ground, by impairing the public confidence. Such 
is the charge, but what is the fact? All are aware 
that, until within the last few years, no bank ever 
dared to discount beyond the aggregate of its capital 
and deposites. What, then, was “the case at the 
time of suspension? The Treasury, order had 
long been issued; and yet, in the face of that or- 
der, and in defiance of its effects, the banks had 
discounted a hundred millions of dollars beyond 
the united total of their capital and deposites, both 
public and private. Such, sir, was then the public 


' confidence, and such the imbecility of the order, 


that the banks were able thus to Jevy an extra tax 
upon the people, equal to the interest upon a hun- 
dred millions of ideal capital—a capital existing no 
where, based upon nothing but the incautious credu- 
lity of the country. And now, sir, the banks having 
expanded their discounts, and with them expanded 
the public confidence, until the very excess of that 
confidence has laid the whole system in ruins, we 
are told, told to onr faces, told in the presence of 
these facts, that the system caved in under the 
pressure of the Treasury order! This we are told 
with the bank tables before us, and whilst these 
tables exhibit an expansion of loans and discounts, 
after the promulgation, and in despite of the order, 
such as the banks of no other country, nor our 
own banks at any former period, ever dared to at- 
tempt. 

No, sir, the explesion of the banks was natural 
and inevitable. The Treasury order neither qaick- 
ened nor retarded the catastrophe. Its only effect 
was to break the violence of the shock, and to cir- 
cumscribe the extent of the ruin. The connections 
of the banks, instead of being confined within the 
circle of commerce and trade, had become so uni- 
versal and intense with all the parts of society, as 
to compel men to Silence their own apprehensions, 
and to express confidence, which they did not feel, 
in the solvency of. the system. The supervisory 
control of public opinien was withdrawn; the sys- 
tem, therefore, acknowledged no respousib: lity to 
law, because no law could be enforced against it. 
It had grown beyond its natural limits , without the 
power ef receding; and from the moment that it 
passed the point where public vigilance gave way 
to public credulity, the system was hurried on to its 
fall by its own momentam. 

Well, the banks are prostrate, the public con- 
fidence is withdrawn, and now what remains to be 
done? We are toldthat this Government, though 
without power to control them, without authority to 
interpose in their affairs, must, nevertheless, resiore 
that confidence by law—testore it, first, by receiving 
their bills as money, and then returning those bills 
for the use of the banks. Thus the Government is 
asked not only to bestow its own confidence upon 
these corporations, by receiving bilis as money 
known to be worth less than money, and by depo- 


siting its funds for safety m banks known te be un- | 


safe; but it is likewise asked to compel the people 
to acknowledge the solvency of institutions admit- 
ted to be bankrupt. And, sir, this confidence of 
the Government, and of the country, is demanded 
for the banks by the very same. men who are pro- 
claiming to the people that they should repose no 
confidence in the Government itself, or in their awn 
virtue and ability to select the officers of Go- 
vernment. But what act of Congress, or of the 


J 
| 


| 


Executive, could restore public confidence in thexe, , 


institutions? None, sir, none: the minds of free- 


men are not the subjects. of legislative coercion;. 
‘their judgments will never be foreed by. Jaw upon 


falsehood in the very presence. of opposing truth. 
You may declare the. confidence, of Congress. in 


the solvency and honesty of all these corporations, - 


but such a declaration will neither be true: nor 


effective; and, if it could thus control ‘the. public.’ 


ye 


judgment, as is asked and expected, it would be a > 


legislative fraud upon the people, and an act of de- 
liberate treachery to the country. 

The second and last cardinal feature of the bill 
before us:—what is it, and what does it propose? 
Does it propose, as has been assumed in debate, an 
immediate collection of all the revenue in metal? 
No: it provides for the receipt, after one year, of 
one-sixth part only in. specie, and then a propor- 
tionate annual increase of metal for the six sueceed- 


ing years; after which, no notes are receivable. - 


This, with the deposite feature, constitutes the 
whole of the bill called the Sub-Treasury; and it is 
for such a bill that the substitute has been submit- 
ted by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] 

And now, what are the features and principles of. 
this substitute? 

It first assumes that there are two currencies in 
the country, one better than the other; that the peo- 

ple and the Government are two separate and hos- 
tile bodies; and that the latter seeks to appropriate 
to itself the better currency, and to force the less 
valuable upon the former; and having assumed 
such to be the facts,and such the design of the Go- 
vernment, the substitute then preceeds to defeat this 
design, by forcing the inferior currency on both Go- 
vernment and people. Well, sir, metallic money 
is admitted, the world over, to ‘be the only standard 
of value for labor and property. If, therefore, it 
be true, that paper Is less valuable, then that fact 
is a reason conclusive, not only against its receipt 
as money by the Government, but also against the 
banking system itself, by which such paper is im- 
posed upon the community. 

But how stands the other proposition, so repeat- 
edly urged by the mover and by the friends of the 
substitute? Ts it true that the people and the Go- 
vernment are distinct and hostile bodies? It will 
be admitted, I presume, that the men of America, 
acling through their State agencies, created the Go- 
vernment; it will not be questioned that they elect 
its officers, supply its revenues, and prescribe its 
policy; nor will it be denied that they, the men, are, 
in fact, the Government itself, What, then, does 
the Senator from Virginia mean by the term people, 
as a body distinct from, ard hostile to, the Govern- 
ment? I will seek his meaning in the tendency of 
his argument, and in the character of the authority 
he pressed into his service. 

That Senator, sir, has commended the genius, 
and invoked to his aid the opinions of Mr. Burke. 
I, too, acknowledge, in many respecis, the just au- 
thority of that transcendant intellect; nor do f with- 
hold trom the memory of the man that sacred respect 
which is due from an American to the memory of 
one whose life and actions, though an Englishman 
and at hone, had a bearing upon the Revolutiona- 
ry struggle of our fathers, by no means unfriendly 
to its success. But still, the writings and sentiments 
of Mr. Burke were those of a monarchist. He had 
been reared amidst, and died devoted to, the menar- 
chical system of Great Britain, andof Europe. If 
his objections to the abuses of that system were 
great, his fears from its overthrow were yet greater; 
and it cannot be disguised that, as he declined in the 


vale of yeats, his. mind took refuge in those 
very abuses, from the terrors of the French 
revoluiion. fh was then that he sought to 


check those liberal principles to which his earlier 
lfe had been devoted; it was then, when the insur- 
gent spirit and rising power of an oppressed people 
threatened the very existence of monarchy; it was 
then thathe came forward as a politician and as 
an author, to repress that spirit, and resist that 
power. The same philosophical temper of mind 
which rendered him timid as a statesman, amid the 
convulsive action of masses, ultimately led him in 
search of some abstract principle upon which to 
rest his opposition to alk popular movements. It 
was then, and with this view, that in- his 
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works on the French Revolution, and in` his 
cėlebrated “Appeal from the new to the old 
Whigs,” he laid down and enforced the princi- 
ple, that men, fold by the head, are not, in a 
political sense, the people of a country; but that 
fixtures, corporations, orders, and classes, being dis- 
inet parts of the general mass, and founded upon 
prerogative, privilege, perpetuity, and property, that 
‘these, taken together, constitute “the people,” or the 
nation. Thus, in his creed, the natural man, the 
individual citizen, is annihilated as a constituent 
element of the nation or the people, and the artifi- 
cial combination substituted in his place—a princi- 
ple, the exact opposite of that upon which this 
Government, with its freedom, stands. And yet, 
sir, itis upon this principle of Mr. Burke, that the 


discrimination is here sought to be made between’ 


the Government and the people. It is here, in the 
Senate, that the same combinations, orders, hanks, 
and corporations, resting upon the same separate 
interests, the same privileges and immunities, stand 
forth claiming to be “the people” of this country, 
and asserting a right to its Government. We can 
now understand what is meant when gentlemen of 
Mr. Burke’s school speak of “the people.” We 
may know that corporations, that banks, not indi- 
viduals, are intended; we may know that this 
; inciple, for proclaiming which Mr. Burke was 
pablicly expelled from the liberal party of England, 
now lies at the foundation of a party in America. 
But to the substitute. What are its features, 
what its principles? They are few, and by no means 
novel. It prososes no project yet to be tested by 
experiment, but one which experiment has already 
shown to be impracticable. It proposes the former 
State bank deposite system, in full view of the 
ruins of that system. Bank notes are again to be 
received, to be received as equivalent to money, 
though the very discrimination which constitutes 
the essence of the substitute, implies that they are 
not so equivalent. The public treasure is to he 
placed, for safety, in banks expressly authorized to 
render it unsafe, by applying it to their own use, as 
they have done millions still withheld from the 
Government. Such are the favors proposed as 
bounties to the banks for the resumption of specie 
payments—for complying with their obligations— 
for paying their debts—for ceasing to resist the law; 
such is the reward to be offered by Government to 
bribe rebellion back into obedience. And now, sir, 
Task, in what will the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, under the provisions of this substitute, bene- 
fit the Government, when, by the substitute itself, 
the Government solemnly contracts with the banks 
nol to demand specie, but to receive, exclusively, 
the very notes it now rejects? The Government 
now refuses to receive them for no other reason 
than because the banks now refuse to pay them— 
and yet, the Government is required to receive 
them, in future, under an express stipulation 
that they are not to be paid. For if Government 
is compelled, by law, to receive notes, good faith, 
in the execution of the law, forbids their presenta- 
tion for payment. And thus, instead of inducing 
resumption, this measure proposes, in effect, to le- 
galize and perpetuate suspension, so far as Govern- 
ment is concerned, and to the full extent of its re- 
venues. That such will be the effect, does any 
man doubt? Then test the question by extending 
the principle. Suppcse the whole community 
should make the like contract with the banks; 
should agree that, for an indefinite series of years, 
their bills should be received as money, and thus 
incur the obligation, in good faith, not to present 
them for redemption. In sucha case, would the 
banks keep a silver dollar on hand? Would they 
have use for one? And would not the suspensien 
be universal and eternal—and that, too, under the 
plighted faith of the public?) What, sir, isthe lan- 
guage of the substitute? It says to the Government-— 
‘fake the notes of banks; do not present them for 
payment; express this your confidence in them; 
the people will follow your example; they 
will do the same; no specie will then be 
drawn; the banks can then resume; we shall then 
have a currency mixed of paper and of metal, 
and all will go well. But, sir, what resumption? 
What.are the banks to resume the payment of? 
Who is to ask for payment, and “whence is the 
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metal to come which is to enter into the circula- 
tion?” How are these thing to be done, if both 
Government and people are to receive nothing: but 
notes, and never to ask their redemption? No, sir, 
the only security for the banks themselves, and for the 
community against bank excesses and impositions, 
consists in leaving every one, Government and all, 
free to receive, to reject, or to present thelr notes 
at pleasure for payment. This being the fact, 
there will always exist a modified confidence in the 
solvency of banks that are solvent, which, whilst 
it is sufficient to sustain their circulation, will yet 
be so distrustful as to excite in them the apprehension 
of a run upon the appearance of any indiscretion 
on their part, and thus impose all the safeguards of 
which such institutions admit. To absolute and 
unqualified confidence, they are not entitled. Hu- 
man experience forbids such confidence to be be- 
stowed on any man, or combination of men, whose 
agency is to affect the well being of others. Go- 
vernment itself, the responsibility of all publie 
functionaries, rests upon a degree of distrust in the 

ublic mind, sufficient to excite vigilance, and to 
detect delinquency, 

Again, sir, what is the substitute but a covenant 
with the banks, by which the Government is to 
give them a credit, indefinite asto time, and limited 
in amount only by the total of its income? And 
this credit is to be given to the only species of 
debtors whose responsibility is always uncertain, 
whose security is never sufficient, and against 
whom it is impossible, in the nature of things, ever 
to enforce the laws of the country. For is it not 
manifest, from all pastand present experience, that 
these institutions have becomeso connected with the 
whole machinery of society, so interwoven with the 
very texture of our Social economy, as to defy the 
enforcement of legal obligations, and to compel their 
creditors,@overnment, and people, ta temporize with 
and to coax them into compliance with those obliga- 
tions? Why was the extra session of Congress called? 
Was it because the Government had no money ? 
No, but because the banks had the money of the 
Government, and refused to pay it. Was the 
Government thus arrested in ils action, and com- 
pelled to resuscitate itself by a forced loan from 
the people ?—was this the case, because it had no 
revenue, and because there existed no specie in the 
country? No, but becanse the banks had posses- 
sion of its revenues, and because their vaults with- 
held the specie from all their creditors. And yet, 
when, where, and by whom were the Jaws of the 
land enforced against them? When did the Go- 
vernment, in a single instance, obtain judgment 
and enforce execution? Who, of all the citizens, 
resorted to that law against the banks, which the 
banks were daily enforcing against them, and 
which they, the people, were daily enforcing against 
each other? No, sir, not at all; but, on the con- 
trary, this universal rebellion ef the banks against 
all law has been legalized and extended by the 
law-making power. Thus jt is, that the Govern- 
ment is required to loan to the banks the whole 
revenue of the country; and, in effect, to double 
this Joan, by receiving their notes, in the first 
instance, as money. It is to such debtors that the 
Government is required to make such a loan, 
whilst it refuses to credit an honest citizen, with 


his homeless family, for one solitary acre of its 


public domain. 

Thus briefly, sir, have I sought to illustrate the 
principles and tendency of this substitute. It is a 
measure rendered equally edious by the circum- 
stances under which it is presented, by the assump- 
tion on which it rests, and by the consequences 
which must inevitably result from its adoption. It 
comes to us in the form of a demand—a demand 
made as a political right—made by private corpo- 
rations upon this Government and people, for the 
use of the public money, and for a mortgage upon 
the future revenues of the country. It demands, 
also, that, in addition to this, the Government and 
the people shall give to these corporations a credit 
indefinite as to time and amount, and that, too, 
without an equivalent, without adequate secu- 
rity, and without any necessity for so doing. 
This demand of objects so important is made 
at a time when these corporations, having 
prostrated the laws of the country—having seized 


“Senate. 


the public .treasure—shaving refused ‘to. pay: theif 
notes in the hands of the people—are ‘now. standing’ 
out in fearless defiance of all public authority. And: 
what right have the banks to make this demand? 
Have they -a better claim to the public money. than” 
an equal number of other individuals who are’ hot 
incorporated? No, nove. whatever: What, then, 
should we think, what should we feel, if, instead of 
a league of eight hundred banks, eight hundred citi- 
zens should band themselves. together in battalion 
form, should surround this Capitol; and, instead of 
agents,attorneys, borrowers, and dependants, should 
send their military commander into this chamber, 
to demand, on theirzbehalf, the whole ‘national in- 
come? ‘Would not eyery Senator ‘then spring. tô 
his feet, fired with the rage of insulted honor? 
Would he not meet such a demand with.the deep- 
est execrations; and would not the whole body of 
the American people rush to the Capitol to rescue 
their treasure. from pillage, and their Government 
from usurpation? Yes: and what, sir, is the dif. 
ference between the two cases? There is none; no 


circumstance of discrimination, except the popular 


delusion which transforms the. banks from private 
corporations into palitical institutions, and invests 
these associations of mere brokers and shavers with 
all the authority, the attributes, and the dignity, of 
organized political departments. It is this delusion, 
arising from the unrébuked assumptions of the 
banks, and strengthened by the silent acquiescence 
of time, that has enabled these incorporated compa- 
nies thus to change their character in the public 
estimation. 

But, sir, I must again press upon the attention of 
the Senate the startling fact that this demand of the 
public money is made by the banks, upon the 
avowed assumption that the Constitution has pro- 
vided no sufficient means ‘for the execution of its 
own powers; that the officers elected under it by the 
people are not to be trusted; and that the irrespon- 
sible agencies of banks, unknown to the Constitu- 
tion, must be brought in to supersede those officers, 
to supplant the Constitution itself, and to take 
charge of a Government which the people are sup- 
posed incompetent to administer. Thus we, the 
representatives of the States and of the people, are 
insulted to our very faces; for, if the numerous citi- 
zens selected to perform the duties of the other de- 
partments of Government be unworthy of the pubs 
lic confidence, how shall we escape the. same, de» 
nunciation, or assume to be more worthy than 
they? Bat even this outrage, great as it is, might 
be endured, if it were confined to us, and to the 
officers of Government alone. Such, however, is 
not the fact; for this demand, thus made upon the 
ground that agents selected by the popular voice 
are unworthy of confidence, is equally an insult to 
the majesty of the sovereign people themselves. It 
is a declaration to them that they are incumpetent 
to elect; and that therefore, the elective franchise, 
so prostituted and abused, is to be withdrawn. from 
them, and conferred upon the banks. 

And now, Mr. President, what are the imme- 
diate consequences which are to result from the 
adoption of the substitute? The banks of deposite 
are to be selected by the joint vote of the two 
Houses of Congress. Here, then, the banks and 
the Government are to be united, not only in the 
exterior administration of the finances, but that 
union is to begin in the very source of the law- 
making power. The banks are to enter the Capi- 
tol, with their fatal facilities, to canvass against 
each other, with the members of Congress, for the 
custody of the national revenue. They are here to 
canvass for these favors with the very men by 
whose votes this revenue is to be raised, reduced, 
or diminished; and, consequently, the profits of the 
successful banks augmented or lessened. What a 
scene would this present! Eight hundred mo- 
neyed corporations, with five hundred millions 
of dollars to loan, garrisoned each winter. in the 
Capitol, among their faithful presidents, Jaw- 
yers, stockholders, and borrowers, canvassing for 
a majority of the two Houses—canvassing for 
the deposites, for an increase of taxes, and for 
g diminution in the expenditure of those taxes 
when collected! In such a scene, what- would 
become of legislative purity? what of the-rights of 
the people? What of the- public-liherty? And 
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which, of all the banks, would succeed in the con- 
test for Congressional favors? Would not the 
Bank of the United States—the controlling centre 
of the paper system—she whose friends already 
throng these halls—she who is already so deeply 
skilled in political facilities—would’she not stand 
triumphant in our midst? Yes, the same vote 
which could pass this substitute, would give her the 
deposites; and thus that institution would again be- 
come a National Bank, with all the powers and 
immunities she before enjoyed, without any of the 
restraints or responsibilities imposed by a Congres- 
sional charter. And here, sir, I shall express it as 
my deliberate opinion, that every man of the Oppo- 
sition will sustain this substitute, and that, too, 
with a view to the very result I have anticipated. 
Those who desire the concentration of the money 
power in a National Bank, will ask for none better 
than the Bank of the United States will become, 
should this measure be adopted. Nor will that in- 
stitution desire or accept of a national charter, if 
it can obtain the public moneys under the less em- 
barrassing charter it now enjoys. ` 


These, sir, are my opinions.” The subject of a 
National Bank will still be urged before the people, 
but notseriouslydesired, bythe politicalleaders. They 
are not the men to pursue visionary forms, to the 
neglect of substantial realities... Their object is the 
concentration and union of the money with the po- 
litical power of the country, and they see in every 
line of the substitute before us the certain accom- 
plishment of that object. 


And now, sir, standing in my place, and in the 
immediate presence of the American people, I pro- 
nounce it as the solemn conviction of my judgment, 
that this union, should it be effected—the union of 
the banking or paper system with the Govern- 
ment—will prostrate the liberties of the country; 
and that. this prostration will continue until that in- 
born love of freedom, - the peculiar inheritance of 
this nation, shall-rise -to restore those liberties by 
the only means which despotism cannot withstand. 
In such a union, in such a compound of the money 
with the political power, it would be utterly 
immaterial which of the elements predominated— 
whether that of the Government, or of the 
banks. The junction of the two would speedily 
result in blending both into one; and it is 
this consolidation, this aggregation, of powers 
so vast in the same men; it is this which would 
enable those men to override the liberties of the 
country. What, then, sir, would be our condition, 
if the very men who are now struggling to effect 
this consolidation should succeed, and having suc- 
ceeded, should, by that very success, place them- 
Selves in possession of these powers thus consoli- 
dated? Would not the fact of their success, in 
this effort, be proof conclusive of the dangerous 
strength of the banking system, which is now their 
sole support? and would not that strength, united 
with the powers of Government, enable these men 
to perpetuate their reign, and-to spurn, with impu- 
nity, the complaints of a betrayed and ruined 
people? ; 

How, then, can we adopt a measure fraught 
with consequences so momentous, ‘so fatal, as 
these? How can we sit and heat, with patience, 
a demand thus made of the whole revenues of the 
Republic—made, as a political right, by private 
corporations—made upon principles tending infal- 
libly to a revolution of the Government? Shall 


we sit and hear, unmoved, hear without a becom- 
ing spirit of resistance, a proposition so wounding 
to every sense of patriotism, so plainly destructive 
of the liberties of the country? Where, Senators, 
are the souls of your sires? Did you inherit no- 
thing from them but freedom—freedom without 
the spirit to defend it? Are you thus destitute, and 
‘will you betray the only country where abides the 
only hope to solace the sufferings of mankind? 
If not, how can you, how dare you support 
a measure which is to place such a country 
as this under the vulgar despotism of a moneyed 


monopoly? 
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SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 
; Or ÅLABAMA. 

In Senate, March 29, 1838.—The “bill providing 
for. the reduction and graduation of the price of 
the public lands” having been taken up for con- 
sideration— Pii 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the Sénate, in 

substance, as follows: 

Mr. Presipenr: It is cause of gratulation, not 


only with their several delegations, but with the. 


people, generally, of the new States, as they are 
familiarly called, that there is, at length, a disposi- 
tion manifested by the Senate to give to the matters 
invelved in this bill that examination and delibera- 
tion which their great importance to the interests 
and prosperity of those States would seem to de- 
mand. Impressed with a deep sense of the justice, 
as well.as the sound policy, of such a measure, the 
Legislatures of the States embracing the publie do~ 
main, and the people of those States in their pri- 
mary assemblies, through their resolves and memo- 
rials, have repeatedly, and year after year, for 
the last twelve or fifteen, most earnestly invoked 
the attention and action of Congress. Nor is it 
remarkable that those States should evince such 
solicitude on this subject, when we reflect on the 
difference between cultivated fields, abounding in 
the rich and varied productions of their several por- 
tions of the country—not only adding to their own 
strength and resources, but increasing those of the 
whole Union—and the wild, unbroken forest, or 
waste and unproductive territory. 

Itis true, sir, our humble petitions have been re- 
ceived during the period alluded to, and generally 
referred, ineach House, to the committee having 
charge of subjects connected with the public lands. 
In several instances, bills have been reported by 
those committees, in principle somewhat like the 
one now before us; but in no instance, do I recol- 
lect, within the last seven or eight years, has either 
House gone farther than to receive such report and 
place the bill on the calendar, there to remain un- 
touched, and stand over amongst the unfinished 
business of each successive session. Yes, sir, 
whilst days, and even weeks, have been devoted to 
the consideration of local subjects and individual 
claims, I have often felt mortified and humiliated 
that not one hour was vouchsafed to the discussion 
of this question, involving directly the paramount 
interests of more than one third of the States, and, 
in a more remote degree, the welfare of the entire 
Union. 

Although discouraged by these repeated failures 
and disappointments, we have not despaired; but, 
confiding in the good faith of our country, we have 
continued our annual appeals to her justice and 
magnanimity. A dlessing is promised, by the high- 
est authority, to those who hold out te the end; I am 
so far a believer as never to despair in a good 
cause; and I trust we shall, to some extent, realize 
the benefits of such perseverance on this occasion. 

I am persuaded, Mr President, that all that is 
necessary to insure success to this bill, or some si- 
milar measure, is for gentlemen to examine, and 
understand its provisions. I do not ask gentlemen 
to take for granted, or yield implicit assent to, the 
representations which may be made’ by the friends 
of the bill; but, at the same time, I trust they will 
not take on faith, the objections or the assertions of 
its opponents: With some members on this floor, 
I have been sorry to observe a kind of nervous ex- 
citability, whenever a proposition is submitted in 
reference to the public domain, especially if that 
proposition should come from a member of a new 
State. We hearit frequently said, or insinuated, 
in substance, that the people of the new Siates wish 
to obtain the public lands without the payment of 
any consideration, or for a very inadequate one. 
Sir, said Mr. C. nothing is farther from the fact. 
The inhabitants of those States as seldom ask do- 
nations of public land as those of the older members 
of the Confederacy. When they ask the right cf 
pre-emption for settlers and oceupants, who have 
improved and given greater value to, and accele- 
rated the sales of, the public domain, they do not 
ask them as a gift; but the application is always ac- 
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| the same price you obtain from the monopolist 
i and speculator, who never’ coniributed an iota to 
| the improvement of the country, or te the interest 
of the Government. “When they ask you to reduce 
and graduate the price of inferior land, which har 
been offered af public sale, and refused; then, and 
| for years afterwards, at $1 25 per acre, they de 
not ask you. to take less than iis value. No, sir: 
, the proposition is, that you will sell it, in a reasona- 
ble time, at its fair value, to he ascertained either by 
the length of time it may have remained in market 
unsold, or by any other just criterion of value. 
: The impzitation that the new States, or their repre- 
sentatives, wish to rob the nation of the public do- 
; main, or even to obtain it without the payment of 
| a fair price, is wholly unfounded. They only ask 
the adeption of just principles in the sale of it, and 
| permission to take it on the payment of a fair and 
| full equivalent. It may, indeed, become a question 
with the old States, as well as the new ones, whether 
it will be sound policy for the General Government 
to retain the millions of acres, which may be found 
in all of them, so barren and sterile as not to com- 
mand twelve und a half cents, six anda quarter cents, 
or, perhaps, one cent, per acre, and which, conse- 


quently, must cease to furnish a source of indem- 
nity, evea for the expense of keeping the land of- 
fices, indispensable to afford an opportunity to pur- 
chase. That question, however, does not present 
itself on this occasion, and may be safely deft to the 
determination of those who will follow us. “Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 

Sir, said Mr. C. the enlightened views of the 
| present Chief Magistrate, upon this subject, com- 
| municated in his annual message, however some 
| of us may differ with him in opinion, as regards 
| the particular mode of effectuating the object in 
: contemplation, show that he has devoted to it the 
' attention due to its importance, and are worthy of 
all commendation. The President’s views are set 
forth, upon every branch of our policy, connected 
with the sale and disposition of the public de- 
main, with such characteristic force and perspicuity, 


that Lam almost asicnished that any statesman 
can withhold his assent to some such course as 
he has recommended. After some general re- 
marks upon the system, under which the public 
domain has been hitherto managed, he introduces the 
| subject embraced by the bill under consideration, 
by remarking: “The modification most persever- 
ingly pressed upon Congress, which has occupied 
so much of its time for years past, and will proba- 
bly do so for along time to come, if not sooner 
satisfactorily adjusted, is a reduction in the cost of 
such portions of the public lands, as are ascer- 
; tained to be unsalable at the rate now established 
| by law, anda graduation, according to their rela- 
tive value, of the prices at which they may here- 
after be sold. It is worthy of consideration whether 
| justice may not be done to every interest in this 
j matter, and a vexed question set at rest, perhaps 
| forever, by a reasonable compromise of conflict- 
| ing opinions. Hitherto, after being offered at pab- 
lic sale, lands have been disposed of at an uniform 
price, whatever difference there might be in their 
intrinsic value.” Again, he adds: “AU will con- 
cede the abstract principle, that the price of the pub- 
lic lands should be proportioned to their relative value, 
so far as can be accomplished, without departing 
from the rule heretofore observed, requiring fixed 
prices in cases of private entries. The difficulty 
of the subject seems to lie in the mode of ascer- 
taining what that value is.” Sir, no man can 
successfally controvert the principle here laid 
| down. lis mere statement is sufficient to establish 
| its truth. 
| Mr. President, said Mr. C. I have given, this 
' subject much attention during the last seven or 
eight years; and I have long since formed tne 
| opinion that the price might be graduated with suf- 
ficent accuracy, according to the time the land shall 
remain in market, subject to private entry, re- 
ducing it periodically, till it comes down to the 
fair relative value. Property of any description 
will soon find a purchaser, when offered on such 
terms. If land will not bring one dollar and twen- 
ty-five cents per acre, when offered at public sale, 


| to which all are invited by a proclamation of from 


companied by the offer to pay the minimum price | three to six months; nor when the offer at private 


each of which affords a strong indication of the re- 
lative value; that is, fo the field notes ef the. several 
surveys, ihe locality of each tract, and the time the 
same may have been in market subject to entry; and, to 
guard against possible losses tothe Government in 
particular cases, twhen.they, or. a mirjority of them, 
shall deem that necessary to ascertain the fair value, 
those public officers are to determine it by actual in- 
spection. 

A few moments’ attention to the several conside- 
rations, which the amendment proposes to make 
imperative upon the public officers to be charged 
with the valnation and classification, it seems to 
sible, to “compromise conflicting opivions.” The 
bill, referred to the committee, embraced substan- 
tiaily the principle of valuation, by the officers en- 
gaged in the sale of the public lands, in connection 
with the time they might be market. The amend- 
metitcarries out this principle, and prescribes more 
definitely the mode in which that duty shall be per- 
formed. . ; 

The amendment proposes to associate with t e 
register and receiver of each land district, the sur- 
veyor general, or such deputy as he may designate 
for that duty, for the purpose of valuing and as- 
signing to four distinct classes, all the public lands 
that may have been offered for sale, and remain 
unsold, in the respective districts, “having due re- 
gard” 10 Iree distinct considerations, in all instances, 
tive value of the public lands in the old districts, 
which have been for a length of time in market, to 
be appraised, and classed into two or more rates be- 
low the present minimam price, by she officers now 
employed in this branch of the public service,” §e. 

The Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
this part of the message was referred, were fully 
aware that objections to a graduation by time, and 
a preference for valuation, were not confined to the 
President, but equaliy entertained by a large num- 
ber of the members of both Houses; and though, 
perhaps, a majority of the committee preferred the 

. Yormer mode, they have, in the amendment under 

_ © nsideration, adhered to the latter; in order, if pos- 
sale is continued on the same terms for four or 
five years afterwards, it affords a fair and reaSona- 
ble presumption, that it is worth less; and, without 
much risk of sacrificing the public mierest, it 
might be reduced twenty-five cents. If it will not 
sell for one dollar per acre for four or five years 
more, it is sufficient evidence that it is still less 
valuable; and, on this principle, reductions might 
take place pericdically, without the hazard of ma- 
terial loss to the Government. Besides, I came to 
the conclusion, that this plan might be carried into 
effect with more case, simplicity, and economy, 
than any other. ‘These opinions, sir, are not yet 
changed; and left tomy own election, and regard- 
ing the interest of the Government, as well as that 
of my constituents, I should still prefer itto any 
other. . 

. But, sir, the President has been led to a different 
conclusion, and has suggested the expediency of “an 
actual valuation of lands, and classification of them 
into different rates;” and, also, “to cause the rela- 
mie, Will impress the minds of Senators with the 
practica] fairness of the plan. It will be borne in 
mind that neither the bill nor amendment embraces 
‘that portion of the public lands which have not 
been offered and refused at anction. Both are ex- 
pressly confined to lands which “have been offered 
at public remain unsold” at the minimum 
price, and “at private entry four years ” 

“Tho field notes of the several surveyors,” to 
which the officers engaged in the performance of 
the duty of valuation are to have due regard, con- 
stitute one Important source of information. The 

aw upon the subject requires that “ every surveyor 
le in his field-book the true situaions of all 
mines, salt licks, salt springs, and mill seats, which 
shall come to his knowledge; all water courses oves 
which the line he runs shall pass; and also the qualily 
of the lends. These field-books shall be returned to 
the surveyor general, who shall therefrom cause a de- 
seription of the whole lands surveyed to be made out 
and transmitted to the officers, who may superintend 
the-sales. He shall also canse a fair, plat to be 
made of the townships and fractional parts of town- 


, Ships contained in the said: lands, describing the, 


cabiuisiczs thereof, and the marks of the corners. 


This plat shail be recorded in books to be kept for that 
purpose. . d copy thereof shall be kept open at the sur: 
veyor general's office, for public information ; and 
other copies sent to the places of sale, and to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury.” : 

From an examination of this law, it will be per- 
ceived that, if the surveyor has faithfully performed 
his duty, there will be little difficulty in arriving at 
a safe conclusion as to the value of any publie 
land, after it has first undergone the test of an auc- 
tion sale, without finding a purchaser. If the sur 
veyor has honestly and carefully noted all the 
“mines, salt licks, salt springs, and mill seats; all 
asufer courses over which the line he runs shall pass; 
and also the quality of the lands,” what more can be 
considered necessary to ascertain its value? 

If any thing more be necessary to a correct va- 
luation, it may be found in the precise “ locality of 
each tract,” and “ the time the same may have been 
in market, subject to entry.” 
added to that derived from the “ field-notés,” ought 
to satisfy the most scrupulous guardian of the pub- 
lic interest. When the “quality” of ‘the-soil is 


known, with its mineral properties, and its “ water | 


privileges"—as some denominate them—and the 
proximity of the tract to towns, villages, navigable 
streams, or other facilities of transportation, and 
the tract has. been four, eight, twelve, or sixteen 
years in market, subject to private entry, open to 
be purchased by all the world, and still remains 
unsoid, the public interest will be in little danger if 
it be sold at any of the prices contemplated by the 
amendment. 

But if, from any peculiar consideration, those 
officers of the Government should not be satisfied 
as to the value of any portion of the public land 


within the parti¢ular district, another clause of the | 


amendment remedies the imperfection. They may 
resort to “ actual inspection, when they, or a majorly 


of them, shall deem thut necessary to ascertain the i 


fair value.” 

Under all those restrictions and qualifications, 
sir, can we not safely confide in the judgment, 
integrity, and circumspection of our own sworn 
officers, charged, as they are, with the management 
of this class of the public property? Two of the 


officers, the register and receiver, necessarily reside | 


within the lim:ts of the respective land districts, 
and, usually, at some central point. The third 
officer may be found in every tand district, in the 
person of some deputy surveyor. Independently 
of the information which is open to them, on the 


records of the Land Office, and which it will be ! 
their duty to regard, they will possess a general j 


topographical knowledge of the country. No ma- 
terial error can be committed, unless it be wilfully 
done. But, were there more danger of under- 
valuing than can be reasonably apprehended, will 
you cavil with the industrious and humble culti- 


vator of the soj! for the paltry difference of a few | 
eents an acre, after you have in vain tried to sell, 


it at auction, and have, for four years afterwards, 
found no one willing to give one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre? Sir, I most heartily wish this 
question could be carried home to the honest hearts 
and fechngs of every American citizen. I would 
most cheerfully abide by their response. 

But, sir, the guards of the public interest do not 
even stop at these I have mentioned. However 
inferior may be the quality of the soil, or the dis- 
advantages of its situation, the first class below 
the minimum must have been four years subject 
to private entry before it can be bought at one 
dollar per acre; the second class must have been 
offered at one dollar, four years more, before it can 


be bought at seventy-five cents; the third class j 
must have been offered four years more, at seventy- . 


five cents, before it can be bought at fifty cents; 
and the fourth class must have been offered four 
years more, at fifty cents—making sixteen years 
in all, at the various periodical reductions—before 
itean be bought at twenty-five cents per äere. 
Nor can the act take effect, except as to those lands 
which the register and receiver of the proper Jand 
district, and the surveyor, shall, within twelve 
months after its passage, report to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to be of no greater value than the 
prices fixed in the manner before mentioned. And 
to guard against the danger of monopoly and spe- 


This information, | 


Tands— Mr. CC: Clay 


in the name of any other “perso 
is vo. part of the policy of 
the desire of. their-ci i 


mote and. encourage the interests of agriculture. 
An independent kody of freehelders, and indus- 
inous.cultivaters of the soil, ate Tot only ‘always 
the best friends of freedom, but they farnish. the 
indispensable means of subsisience, and the re- 


| sources, Which constitute the substratum of national 


prosperity, in every other department of business. 

With such views and sentiments’as I have justly 
ascribed to’ the citizens of the States, compréhend- 
ing the public domain, is it remarkable that they 
should be dissatisfied, nay, sir, that they’should even 
be restive, rider the opération of laws which are in 
direct conflict with those opinions, and tend to de- 
feat their accomplishment? By the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, made in 
January last, responsive to a resolution ofthe Be- 
nate adopted at the late extra ‘session, we: are 
informed there are 71,004;068.68:. acres remaining 
unsold, which have been first: offered for sale .at 
auction, and then at sale. by: private: entry, five 
years and upwards. -Including the quantity which 
has been since offered at public sale, and now also 
subject to entry, the quantity is increased to more 
than 97,000,000 of acres. ~~ ae 


Bat, sir, as the bill does not contemplate a re- 
duction of the price, unless the land shall have 
heen in market, at private entry, five years. or. up- 
wards, I will confine myself to that class... By this 
report, it appears that more than 14,000,000 of 
acres have been in market twenty years and up- 
wards, and, looking back. to former reports, much 
of it has been sabject to private entry twenty-five 
or thirty, and some of it. even as muchas forty, 
years! About 22,000,000 of ‘acres have. been in 
market more than fifteen, and under twenty, years; 
more than 16,000,000 of acres. have been so-offered 
for more than ten, and less than fifteen, years; and 
18,517,809 acres for shore than. five, and:less than 
ten, years; making the grand. aggregate, before 
stated, of more than 71,000,000 of acres, which 
have not found a purchaser, though offered in 
every manner authorized by existing laws for five 
years and upwards. 


However unreasonable a fixed and uniform 
price for lands, of every description and quality, 
may appear in the abstract, it operates with pecu- 
liar injustice and severity upon ‘the Southwestern 
States, and the Territory of Florida. -, There, we 
have every variety of soil, from the most fertile, 
productive, and valuable, to the most sterile and 
worltbless—-alluvial, rich low grounds, mountains, 
and pine barrens. In Alabama, out of the quantity 
within her chartered limits, (estimated at. about 
34,000,000 of .acres,) more than 29,000,000 have 
been offered for sale, aud only about 10,000,000 
have been sold—little more than one-third.. In 
Mississippi, (omitting fractioris,) 20,000,000 of 
acres offered, (exclusive of that in the. Chickasaw 
country,) and only 9,600,000 sold. In Louisiana, 
of 6,000,000 offered, only 2,000,000 have been sold. 
In Arkansas, of 12,500,060 offered, only 2,000,000 
have been sold. In Missouri, of 21,000,600 offer- 
ed, only 5,500,000 have been sold... And.in Flori- 
da, of more than 6,600,000. offered, there. have 
been sold but 653,324—-a litte more than oue- 
tenth! Do not these. facts demonstrate the-inequali- 
ty of the soil, and the absurdity of one arbitrary 
price for all the lands in those five States, and: the 
Territory of Florida? With the exception of Mis- 
souri, they all produce the great staple of the South, 
and, a portion of the country, the Sugar cane. 
Regarding agricultural profits, nealth, and. enjoy- 
ment, it is the finest climate in the world... -We all 
know with what eagerness lands are sought jn that 
region; yet, in twenty years and upwards, the Go- 
vernment has not been able to sell morethan from 
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one-third to one-tenth of the quantity surveyed and 
brought into market. 

Mr. President, as a large portion of the public 
domain was acquired by cessions from the several 
States which claimed Western territory, I have 
thought it well to look into the early proceedings 
upon the subject, to understand the inducements 
held out, and the motives which probably operated 
to produce those relinquishments. Thé earliest ac- 
tion of the Continental Congress seems to. have 
had little or no reference'to revenue, or profit; but 
to have been prompted by political considerations 
of mach higher import. The first document ema- 
nating from that Congress, which I have been able 
to find, is the report of a committee; having mani- 
fest relation to discontents and jealousies amongst 
the States, threatening the peace and harmony of 
the Union, which was adopted on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, 1780. In that report, it was advised and 

- agreed “to press upon those States, which can remove 
the embarrassments respecting the Western country, a 
liberal surrender of a portion of their territorial claims, 
since they cannot be preserved entire, without endanger- 
ing the stability of the general Confederacy; to remind 
them how indispensably necessary it is to establish the 
Federal Union on a fixed and permanent basis, and on 
principles acceptable to all its respective members; how 
essential to public credit and confidence, to the sup- 
port of thearmy, to the vigor of our councils, and 
success of our measures, to our tranquillity at 
home, our reputation abroad, to our very exist- 
ence asa free, sovereign, and independent peo- 
ple,” &c. 

On the 10th of October, of the same year, the 
Congress passed a resolution, declaring “that the 
unappropriated lands that might be ceded or relin- 
quished to the United States, by any particular 
State, pursuant to the recommendation of Con- 
gress of the 6th day of September last, should be 
disposed of for the common benefit of the United 
States, and be'setiled and formed into distinct Repub- 
lican States, which should become members of the Fede- 
ral Union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, 
Sreedom, and independence, as the other States;” &e, 

By a resolution adopted on the 18th of April, 
1783, Congress renewed the recommendations to 
the States contained in those of September and 
October, 1780, to make the liberal cessicns therein 
recommended, “as a further mean, as well of has- 
tening the extinguishment of the debts, as of esta- 
blishing the harmony of the United States; &c.” And, 
again, on the 29th of April, 1784, that body adopt- 
eda preamble and resolution, referring to those 
which have already been mentioned, alluding to 
the national debt, growing out of the war which 
had been happily terminated, and again resolving 
that the said States (having Western territory,) be 
earnestly pressed by immediate and liberal ces- 
sions, to forward these necessary ends. (the extin- 
guishment of the debt of the Revolution,) and the 
harmony.of the Union.” i : ` 

Now, Mr. Presiderit, alhough the extinguish- 
ment of the national debt is presented, in the two 
last resolutions, as an inducement to the cessions 
recommended, is it not apparent that other and 
higher considerations prompted the action of Con- 
gress? That subject is not distinctly brought to 
view in any of the other resolutions, while we find 
prominent, in all of them, patriotic expressions cf 
sentiment in regard to removing embarrassments aris- 
ing out of territorial claims in the West, promoting the 
stability of the general Confederacy, establishing the 
Federal union on a fixed and permanent basis, and pre- 
serving the harmony.of the United States. These 
were the paramount considerations, which were 
again and again urged upon the patriotism and 
liberality of those States, having or claiming ex- 
tensive territory. They were too large—they pro- 
mised to be too powerful: hence the jealousies and 
apprehensions of the smaller ones, and the fre- 
quent and earnest appeals of Congress, to remove 
the cause which so much threatened our tranquillity 
at home, and our reputation abroad. 

The resolution: of October, 1780, also contains an 
express pledge, which is, perhaps, implied in all the 
others, that the territory which might be ceded or 
relinquished, should be settled and formed into dis- 
tinct Republican States, which should become 
members of the Federal Union, and have the same 


rights of sovereignty, freedom and independence, as 
the other States; and, judging from what followed, 
the harmony of the Union and stability of the Con- 


federacy being restored and established by the mere.. 


acts of cession, nothing remained to be done by 
this Government of as much interest to the ceding 
States, as the performance of this solemn covenant, 
Although all the Statés which relinquished terri- 
tory, stipulated in substance that the lands ‘so 
ceded should be considered a common fund, for the 


‘use and benefit of such of the United States as had, 


or should become, members of the Confederation, 
there is not an intimation that they shall be made, 
through all time, one of the great sources of reve- 
nue, much less that the most inferior should be 
sold at as high a price as the most fertile. If such 
an idea had then been suggested, as refusing a 
home on the public domain to those who had fouzht 
the battles of the Revolution, and, by blood and 
peril, achieved the liberty and independence of their 
country, or to their descendants, for a moderate 
price, or, perhaps, without any price at all, the en- 
lightened and warm-hearted patriots, either in the 
councils of the States or the nation, would have 
revolted at the proposition. Sir, such a proposi- 
tion would not then have been entertained; and if 
any who were members of Congress in those times 
of high-toned patriotism, were witnesses of the 
violent- opposition now made to every measure 
tending to ameliorate and liberalize the terms on 
which the cultivator of the soil may obtain for 
actual use limited portions of the public lands, and 
the pertinacity with which some gentlemen hold on 
to every fraction of a dollar in the price, they would 
be filled with astonishment. No, sir: the amount 
of money to be realized from the territory relin- 
quished, was not the chief or controlling incentive of 
the States which made the cessions. Whilst they 
refer generally to a disposition of the ceded lands 
for the common benefit, they stipulate for no special 


advantage to themselves: they content themselves | 


with an equal participation in the fund to te de- 
rived'from them. But, sir, they a!l show-a lauda- 
ble anxiety to restore and preserve the harmony of 
the Union, by putting downall controversy amongst 
the States about territorial claims, and to establish 
and build up other free, happy, and presperous 
communities. 
The State of Virginia, perhaps, relinquished 
more territory than all the other States in 
the Union; and in this, as in every thing else con- 
nected with the early history of our country, main- 
tained that elevated character for patriotism, and 
that surpassing devotion to the harmeny of the 
Union, and stability of the Confederacy, which 
particularly distinguished her whole course, as 
well in our public councils as in the field, In her 
act of cession, the very first inducement she men 
tions, and the one which doubUess had prevailing 


“influence over her determination, was “upon cen- 


dition that the territory so ceded shall be laid out 
and formed into States,” ete. “and that the States 
so formed shall be distinct Republican States, and 
admitted members of the Federal Union, having 
the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
pendence, as the other States.” The cessions of 
North Carolina and Georgia were made upon 
similar conditions. Indeed, sir, we have not even 
acquired territory by treaty with a foreign power, 
that did not look much more to extending and 
strengthening the Federal alliance than to any 
other consideration. The treaty with France, by 
which Louisiana was acquired, and the treaty with 
Spain, by which we ebtained Florida, both contain 
positive stipulations that “the inhabitants of the 
ceded territory shall be incorporated in the Union 
of the United States, and admitted as soon as pos- 
sible, according to the principles of the Federal 
Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, 
advantages, and immunities; of citizens of the 
United States.” Nor would the States have tole- 
rated the acquisition of territory on any other 
terms. If the General Government had proposed 
the purchase of land for the mere purpose of sel- 
lng it for profit, or for any other purpose than that 
of adding new members, and giving increased 
strength and stability to the general Confederacy, 
the propesal would have been, at any time, I have 
no doubt, indignantly rejected. 


a emnene 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Graduation of the price of public lande— Mr, Ce. Clay. À 


` Now, sir, every leading inducement which was 


held out’ by ‘this’ Government,’ or influenced the 
States to make relinquishmerits, ‘has been accom- 
plished. “The debt incurred by ‘the. war of the 


Revolution has been: extinguished.’ "AN the Gon- 
flicting tefritotial “claims, which threatened the 


-peace and tranquillity of the Union; have been set- 


tled, and harmony has been restored. . New States 
have been formed out of nearly all the ‘territory 
acquired from the original ones, or from foreign 
Governments, and admitted into the Union. From 


‘thirteen States, and three millions of inhabitants, 


we have become twenty-six, and number fifteen 
milions of souls. From a few feeble colonies, 
we have grown te be a powerful confederated Re- 
public—rich in resources, intellectual and physical, 
agricultural and commercial. Is this a time to pal- 
ter about “the ninth part of a hair’ in the sale of 
the public domain? Is this a time to wring from 
the hard hands of the laborious and industrious 
farmer and planter, who have been driven’ from 
the more fertile portion of the public lands by the 
rich capitalist, exorbitant prices for those of the 
most inferior quality? i. 

Sir, the acts and resolutions for the admission of 
the new States invariably declare that they are 
“admitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States,in all respects whatever.” Yet we 
have been'required, before admission, to agree and 
declare, “by an ordinance, irrevocable without the 
consent of the United States,” that we “forever 
disclaim all right and title to the waste and unap- 
propriated lands lying within” our limits; “and, 


‘moreover, that each and every tract of land sold 


by the United States; (after the formation cf our 
espective constitutions,) shall be and rer.ain ex- 
empt from any tax, laid by the order, or under the 
authority of, the State, ete. for the term of five 
years, from and after the respective days of the 
sales thereof, etc.” “and that no tax shall beim- 
posed on lands, the property of the United States,” 
etc. Thus we are denied the right to dispose of the 
unappropriated lands, and denied the right to taz 
them, whilst they remain the properly of the United 
States, or for five years after they are sold! 

How farit is correct that we have been placed 
“on an equal footing with the original States, in 
all respects whatever,” jt would perhaps now be 
unprofitable to inquire. -T should be sorry to sup- 
pose that the mistaken policy of this Government 
will ever impose upon the new States the duty of 
raising that question. Whether “the original 
States exercised the right of “eminent domain,” or 
the power of taxation, gentlemen can determine for 
themselves; but it is very certain that, although the 
new States have hitherto submitted to the restric- 
tions imposed upon them, as the price of their un- 
deniable right of admission into the Union, they 
have not always been insensible to the hardship; 
nor have they always acqniesced in the compati- 
bility of such terms with the acts of cession. It is 
true the people of the Territories, which have since 
been admitted as States, at the close of their mino- 
rity, through their representatives in their several 
conventions, asséated to the terms required of 
them,-if not expressly, at least by implication, to 
entitle them to admission. So, sir, the youth who 
has just attained full age, would oftentimes consent 
to almost any conditions his guardian might pre- 
scribe, in order to get possession of his estate; but, 
to say the least, how ungenerous would be the 
goardian who would exact conditions, involving 
great sacrifices in such a case; and how much 
more so, if he afterwards enforced them with a 
hard hat! 

“We have seen, Mr. President, that the United 
States undertook, substantially, in every instance 
of the acquisition of new territory, to form and ad- 
mit new States out cf the same, as soon as possi- 
ble, according to the principles of the Federal Con- 
siitntion, or, atleast, in a reasonable time. To car- 
ry this undertaking into effect, just and fair legis- 
lation, on the part of Congress, was necessary. To 
have forbidden settlements within the limits of the 
territery {hus acquired, ‘absolutely; would have 
been a palpable violation of the compacts with the 
old States. A State could not be formed withoat 
inhabitants; the law, it is maintained, interdicted 
setilement before purchase; consequently, inhabi» 
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tants could not be had without a sale of lands. To 
have refused to sell altogether, would have viola- 


ted the compacts; to have fixed-a price at which - 


the land would not sell, would have been equally 
renugnant. Nay, sir, the establishment of prices 
above the fair reiative value of the lands, would 
necessarily have tended to retard the’ settlementof 
the country, and have delayed, unreasonably, the 
formation of States, and would, therefore, have 
been at least a violation of the spirit of the compacts. 

Was the General Government released from the 
obligation to sell ava reasonable time and on reason- 
able terms, by the admission of the new States? 
No, sir, there is no change of the duty of this Go- 
vernment, in that respect, either. made or proposed 
in the acts of Congress authorizing or sanctioning 
the formation of State Governments. The under- 
taking to build up and form new States, So far as 
the disposition of the public domain is concerned, 
is left in full force. By the compacts of the new 
States with this Government on their admission, as 
we have seen, they are restrained from all inter- 
ference with the primary disposal ef the unappro- 
priated lands, and they are expressly agreed to “be 
and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the 
United States.” The obligation of the General 
Government is even made stronger by the hibition 
imposed on the exercise of sovereignty by the new 
States, as to selling and against taxing lands sold 
by the United States, for the term of five years after 
the day of sale. To prevent the settlement of the 
public lands retained by this Government without 
first purchasing them, and virtually to prohibit 
purchases, by fixing a minimum price amounting 
to double, and, in many instances, more than fonr- 
fold, the relative value, would be, to my mind, a 
manifest breach of good faith. By the ordinance 
organizing the Territories northwest of the river 
Ohio, afterwards applied to the others, (with the 
exception of the article against slavery,) it was 
stipulated that, whenever any of them should have 
sixty thousand free inhabitants, they should be at 
liberty to form a permanent Constitution and State 
Government, and be admitted into the Union. 
With litle greater population, most of the new 
States have been admitted. Concede to this Go- 
vernment the power which I am controverting, 
and let it be exercised, and the population and 
resources of the new States might for ever remain 
staionary. But, sir, I cannot suppose that any 
gentleman who will examine the compacts can 
place such a construction on them. If this Go- 
vermnent was bound to afford all reasonable and 
just facilities for the settlement and improvement 
of the Territories, that they might commence State 
Governments, having retained the power over the 
public domain, it is bound, in good faith, to conti- 
nue its exercise in such manner as to facilitate 
their continued population and improvement till 
they shail have attained full maturity. 

Mr. President, independent of the obligations 
imposed upon the General Government, by the 
terms of the compacts with the ceding States and 
with the new ones, a just and liberal policy toward 
the latter, demands a reduction of the price of in- 
ferior lands. We have seen from the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, made 
at the present session, that the sales of public Jands 
at auction and private entry, for the entire period 
ofthe cash system to the 30th September last, 
have only averaged $1 274-5 per acre. Those 
sales have embraced the most fertile and valuable 
portions of the public domain. Within that pe- 
riod, (as prosperous as any we have kmown,) near- 
ly all Alabama, Mississippi, and parts of Louisi- 
ana, including the finest cotton region of our coun- 
iry, or perhaps in the world, have been in mar- 
Ket. Of 122,512,384, offered for sale, since the 
commencement of the cash system, 61,296,410 
have been sold. Hence, the average stated may 
be considered a fair price for all lands of the first, 
or approximating the first quality. It may be con- 
sidered the maximum value, whilst the law makes it 
the minimum price. 

The entire quantity of public lands which has been 
offered for sale, from the earliest period to 30th Sep- 
tember last, is 172,374,470 acres; and the whole 
quantity disposed of, at public and private sale, 
but 75,025,005 acres; leaving, as before stated, 
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97,343,315 acres subject ta private entry; no pur- 
chaser having yet considered it worth the present 
minimum! Why does this large propertion remain 
unsold? Compared with the lands generally, which 
have been sold, it doubtless has equal advantages 
in all respects, except fertility. It is dispersed 
throughout the old, as well sas the new, settlements; 
and, consequently, may be regarded, generally, as 
equally healthy, equally convenient to trade, and 
possessing equal facilities of transportation. The 
true answer to the question I have just propounded 
will be obvious to all: it will not sell for the mini- 
mam price, as the other portion has, because it is 
not worth it. Ttis owing to the difference of intrin- 
sic value. Jt is not only inferior in seil, but much 
of it is totally without value, according to documen- 
tary evidence which has been on your files for nine 
years. In the year 1828, the registers and receivers 
of the several land districts were called upon by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report the quantity of 
land subject to entry in their respective districts, 
and its quality and description. The result was, as 
to the aggregate, 74,358,881 acres, of which 
28,247,000 acres, being more than one-third, were 
unfit for cultivation! The same proportion of what 
is now subject to private entry, would amount to 
more than 35,000,000 of acres, unfit for cultivation! 
And yet the never varying uniformity of price pre- 
supposes that all lands must at least be worth a cer- 
tain fixed sum! 

Mr. President, is not the principle adopted by this 
Government, in relation to the sale of the public 
lands, altogether anomalous? What other vendor 
ever held land, or any otber description of property, 
to be of the same value, and at the same price, 
without regard to quality? If an individual who 
holds lands bordering on the Mississippi or Red 
river, and also others, consisting of sand-hills, pine- 
barrens, or rocky mountains, were to demand, in- 
flexibly, the same price for each quality, would not 
all the world impeach his understanding, or his 
judgment?’ Are all domestic animals of the same 
species, necessarily of the same value? How pro- 
found would that man’s judgment be considered 
who would appreciate as highly the coarse dray- 
horse, as the fleet courser, or the war-horse! If a 
merchant were to demand the same price for all 
goods manufactured of the same kind of material, 
without distinguishing between lawn and osnaburgs, 
or between broud cloths and kerseys, the absurdity of 
his conduct would be universally denounced. Can 
that be wise in a Government which would subject 
an individual to the just charge of folly or madness? 

Sir, a reduction of the price of the refuse public 
lands is not only demanded by justice to the peo- 
ple of the new States, but also by expediency in 
reference to the interest of this Government. At 
the present minimum, very little of the land now 
subject to entry will sell in many years, and much 
of it never will. It is better for the United States, 
even as regards the amount to be received, to sell 
at half the price established by law, than to keep it 
on hand for eighteen or twenty years. OF the 
71,000,000 of acres which have been offered, with- 
out selling, for five years and upwards, and in- 
tended to be reached by this bill, it is probable 
50,000,000 would sell for enough to average half 
the present minimum; say 624 cents per acre. The 
aggregate sum produced at this rate, on the quan- 
tity supposed, would be $31,250,000; the interest 
on which, in about eighteen’ years, would make it 
equal the price demanded by the existing law. 
Some of it may be sold in less time; but a great 
proportion of the 50,000,000 of acres which I 
have supposed might now be sold at some price, 
will not sell at $1 25 per acre within thirty or forty 
years. An immediate sale, then, at half the pre- 
sent minimum, would not only be consistent with 
the pecuniary interest of the Government, but it 
would convert barren wastes into more or less 
productive fields, and thus add to the general re- 
sources and prosperity of our country. 

Whilst the interest of the General Government 
is not advanced, the effects of the present poliey on 
the prosperity of the new States is highly injurious, 
It greatly retards, if it does not entirely prevent, 
the population of large portions of their territory. 
Not being worth the present minimum, no one jis 
willing to purchase the inferior lands; and few are 


willing to go upon them and make such.improve- 
ments.as would give them increased value, suffi- 
cient to induce some heartless: speculator to enter 
them over their heads, and:rob them of the fruits of 
their labor. The few.who do go-wpon, them may 
be regarded as mere itinerants, Knowing, the un- 
certainty of their tenure, they make to, improve- 


“ments of a permanent character;they cut down and 


destroy the timber; without regard-to economy, and 
they cultivate the soil merely for temporary. conve- 
nience, having no interest in its preservation. ‘The 
tendency of this mode of settlement and cultivation 
is to exhaust and impoverish, instead of adding any 
thing to, the permanent wealth and prosperity dfthe 
country. In the mean time, the nght of taxation 
is suspended. Is it astonishing that the new. States 
are dissatisfied or impatient, when their legitimate 
resources are thus crippled, or entirely cut off? 
And are not those of the Union also. injuriously 
affected? Suppsse the great Valley of the Missis- 
sippi were still a wilderness, unsettled and. unim- 
proved by the arts of civilization, how much would 
it not diminish the wealth and strength of this great 
Confederacy! Take away the four millions of souls, 
who now inhabit that region, and the rich products 
of their labor, industry and ingenuity, and what a 
hiatus it would occasion in the now mighty. re- 
sources of our Government! Yet the soil would be 
there, in all its native richness. Sir, it is not va- 
cant, unpeopled, and unimproved territory that 
constitutes the strength or greatness of any country: 
it-is a numerous, virtuous, intelligent and en’ r- 
prising population, with their agriculture, ta ir 
commerce, their mechanic arts and their manufac- 
tures, constituting, at the same time, its wealth, and 
its best bulwark of defence. Give to the new 
States a hardy and industrious population, instead 
of your waste lands; and whilst you increase their 
strength and prosperity, you will add to those of 
the Union. ‘ aa 

Put your refuse lands at their fair relative value, 
and yon give homes to the honest and industrious 
poor, who have been unable to enter, or have been 
driven from, the field of competition with men of 
large capital, and still Jarger credit. . By'thus giv- 
ing them an opportunity to acquire a permanent 
interest in the soil of their country, you will stimu- 
late their industry and enterprise, and increase their 
us fulness as citizens. Nor will this liberal and 
enlightened policy inure exclusively to the. benefit 
of the new States, or of their present inhabitants. 
No, sir: it will not only bring millions into your 
Treasury which can never be realized under your 
present system, but it will open the door through 
which thousands of the laboring classes and hum- 
ble tenantry of the old States may acquire comfort- 
able homes for their families, and enjoy the proud 
independence of freeholders. If gentlemen could 
see, as I haveseen, the vast difference—the almost 
magic change—wrought not only on ‘the face of 
the country, but in the character of its population, 
by converting mere occupants into fee simple pro- 
prietors of the soil, I am persuaded they would 
no longer hesitate as to the expediency of the pro- 
posed policy. They would see that not only the 
new States, but the Union at large, would gain hy 
making unqualified donations, rather than by con- 
linaing these refuse lands a. part of the public do- 
main. Bat, sir, { repeat, we do not ask donations; 
the bill proposes no gift, we only ask that this class 
of the pablic lands may become individual pro- 
perty at their fair relative value. If ‘that cannot 
be ascertained under the provisions of the bill, nor 
amendment, offer us a better plan; and,’ if it be a 
valuation by actual personal examination of eve- 
ry eighty acre tract, we shall. not object. We ask 
for jastice-—no more. Deal with us as friends 
and brethren of the same great political family, 
and we shall be content. 


The following are the resolutions of the old Con- 
gress, referred to in the foregoing remarks: 

ING LI ` 
Wepxespay, Sept. 6, 1780. 

Congress took into consideration the report-of. the commit- 
tee to whom were referred the instructions of the Gencral As- 
sembiy of Maryland to their delegates in Congress, respecting 
the articles of Confederation, and the declaration: therein: re- 
ferred to; the act of the Legislature. of New York on the same 
subject, and the remonstrance of the General Asser : i 
ginia; which report was agreeil to, and is in thewi 
ing: 
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That, having duly considered the several- matters to them 
submitted, they conceive. it unnecessary to examine into the - 
merits or policy of the instructions or declaration of the General 
Assembly of Maryland, or of the remonstrance of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, as they involve questions, a discussion 
of which was declined, on mature consideration, when the arti- 
cles of Confederation were debated; nor, inthe opinion of the 
committe, can such questions be now revived with any pros- 
pect of conciliation; that it appears more advisable to press 
upon those States which can remove the embarrassments re- 
respecting the Western country, a liberal surrender of a portion 
of their cerritorial claims, since they cannot be preserved entire 
without endangering the stability of the general Confederacy; 
to remind them how indispensably necessary it isto establish the 
Federal Union on a fixed and permanent basis, and on princi- 
pies acceptable to all ns respective members; how essential to 
public credit and confidence, to. the support of our army, te the 
vigor of yur councils, and success of our measures, lo our tran- 
quillity at home, our reputation abroad, to our very existence 
as a free, sovereign, and independent people; that they are ful- 
ly persuaded. the wisdom of the respective Legislatures will 
lead them toa full and impartial consideration of ‘asubject so 
interesting to the United States, and so necessary to the happy 
establishment of the Federal Union; that they are confirmed in 
these expectations by a review of the before mentioned act of 
the Legislature of New York, submitted to their consideration; 
that this act is expressly calculated to accelerate the federal 
alliance, by removing, as far as depends on that Siate, the im- 
pediment arising from the Western country, and for that pur- 
pose to, yield up a portion of territorial claim for the general 
benefit. Whereupon, : 

Resolved, That copies of the several papers referred to the 
committee be transmitted, with a copy of the report, io the Le- 
gislatures of the several States, and that it be earnestly recom- 
mended tu those States, who have claims to the Western coun- 
ty, to pass such laws, and g-ve their delegates in Congress such 
powers, as may effeccuaily remove the only obstable to a final 
ratification of the articles of confederation; and that the Legis- 
lature of Maryland be earnestly requested to authorize their de- 
legates in Congress to subscribe the said articles. 


(No. 2.] 

tee Turspay, October 10, 1780. 

_ Resolved, That the unappropriated jands that inay be ceded 
or relinquished to the United States by any particular State, 
pursuant to the recommendation of Congress of the 6th day of 
September last, shall be disposed of for the common benetit of 
the United States, and be settled and formed into distinct Re- 
vublican States, which shall become members of the Federal 

nion, and have the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and 
independence as the other States; that each State which shall be 
so formed shall contain a suitable extent of territory, nat less 
than one hundred nor more than one hundred an: fifty miles 
square, oy asnear thereto as circumstances will admit; that the 
necessary and reasonable expenses which any particular State 
shall have incurred, since. the commencement of the present 
war, in subduing any British posts, or in maintaining forts or 
garrisons within and for the defence, or inacquiring apy part 
of the territory that may be ceded or relinqnisbed to the United 
States, shall be reimbursed; that’ the said lands shall be granted 
or settled at such times and under such. regulations as shall. 
hereafter be agreed on by the United States in Congress acsem- 
bled, or any nine or more of them. 

(No. 3] 
Faray, April 18, 1783. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on finance, 
and the following paragiaph being under debate: 

“Phat asa further mean, as well of hastening the extinguish 
rnent of the debts, as of establishing the harmony of the U 
States, it ba recommended to the States which have passed no 
acts towards complying with the resolutions of Congress of 
the 6th.of September and 10th of October, 1780, relative to ter- 
vitoria] cessions; to make the liberal cessions therein recom- 
mended; and to the States which may have passed acts com- 
plying with the said resolutions in part only, to revise and 
complete snch compliance.” 

Which was afterwards agreed to. 


[No. 4.} 

Oùtbe 2th April, 1784, Congress passed the folowing aditi- 
tional resolution: 

No. 25. Congress, by their resolution of September G, 1780, 
having thought it advisable to press upon the States Raving 
claims to the Western country, a liberal surrender of a por- 
tion af their territorial claims; by thet of the LOth of Octeber, in 
the same year, having. fixed conditions to which the Union 
should be bond on receiving such cessions; and having again 
propozed the same subject to those States, in their address of 
April 18h, 1783, wherein, stating the national debt, and ex- 
pressing their reliance for its discharge on the prespect of va- 
cant territory, in aid of other resources, they, for that purpose, 
as wellasto obviate disagreeable controversies and confusions, 
included in the same recommendations, a renewal of those of 
September 6th, and of October the 10th, 1780, which several 
recommendations have not yet been complied with: 

Resolved, That the same subject be again presented te the 
attention of the said States; that they be urged to consider that 
the war being now brought to a happy termination by the per- 
sonal services of our soldiers, the supplies of preperty by our 
citizens, and loans of money from them as well as from fo- 
reigners: these several creditors have a right to expect that 
funds shall be provided on which they may rely for the indem- 
nification; that Congress still consider vacant territory as an 
important resource; and that, therefore, the said States be 
earnestly pressed, by immediate and liberal cessions, to for- 
ward these necessary ends, and to promote the harmony ofthe 
Union. $ 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


REMARKS OF MR. RARIDEN, 
© Op ĪNDIANA, 
In: the House of Representatives, April 12, 1838— 
The “bill making appropriations for the conti- 
nuation of the Cumberland Road through Ohio, 
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Indiana, and Illinois,” being under considera- 

L.on—* 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Unperwvop of Kentucky, to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
tions to report, in lieu thereof, a bill to provide for 
the surrender of said road to the States through 
which it passes. , 

Mr. RARIDEN rose and said, that living in, 
and representing, a district of country through 
which this great national work passed, he must na- 
turally be supposed fo feel a very deep interest in 


-every thing which was done or said in this: House 


in relation to it; and he hoped his situation and 
feelings would be a sufficient apology for the time 
he might occupy in giving the House his views 
upon it. He regretted exceedingly that the propo- 
sition to recommit the bill, with the proposed in- 
strnetions, had been made, and especially from the 
quarter whence it came; and that regret was by no 
means diminished by the avowal of the gentle- 
man, that his proposition ‘was retaliatory. Sir, 
asked Mr. R. could not the gentleman have sought 
out measures of this -Administration less identified 
with his political friends and himself as a Western 
man, to wreak his resentment upon, and have 
saved his friends, and a measure much endeared to 
many of them? Mr. R. thought he could, and he 
did hope the gentleman would reconsider; and that 
what vengeance he had in store for the baffled hopes 
of the Portland Canal, might fall upon the headsand 
measures of his opponents, and of the opponents 
of this favorite measure of Kentucky. f 

Mr. R. proposed to go into a very brief account 
of the origin of that great national thoroughfare, 
and the considerations which the supposed governed 
the thoughts of those who then controlled the desti- 
nies of this great Republic, in regardto it. It 
should be berne in mind, said he, that, in 1803, 
the United States had acquired Louisiana, a great 
cotton growing country. It was then compara- 
tively a wilderness; so was the entire region west 
of the Ohio river. Each might be made capable 
of producing, and be made auxiliary to each other, 
and to the whole nation, in producing products for 
foreign’ markets, as i ki as domestic consumption, 
by tbe adoption of a liberal and enlightened policy 
towards them; and it became very important, in 
bringing about this end, to ‘adopt such a course as 
would facilitate emigration and people those coun- 
tries, This could be done only by opening a way, 
and by creating facilities of commerce and inter- 
communication between the emigrant and his father- 
land. This road was theexpedient wisely hit upon 
to produce this result. By an act of Congress of 
1806, sanctioned by Mr. Jefferson and his Demo- 
cratic friends, provision was made for its survey 
from Cumberland to Wheeling; and this, too, ata 
time when the Revolutionary debt and the Louisia- 
na debt was upon us, and our revenue very incon- 
siderable. 

Well, sir, we went on from year to year, after 
the road had been commenced in 1810, till the 
present time, while the country was undergoing 
every vicisitude of fortune, peace and war, of 
scarcity and plenty. Yet at all times, and under 
every Administration, and every party which has 
held the reigns of power, this work has gradually 


„progressed, and been considered of national im- 


It has long since been finished to 
Wheeling. The way thus opened, and the facili- 
ties thus created, had the desired effect. The 
Western wilds became peopled with an industrious 
and enterprising population, its wilderness was 
converted into. fruitful fields, and the avails of its 
industry were visible throughout the nation. The 
public lands for which a market had been creaied 
by Western enterprise, found their way into the 
National Treasury, and from thence into light- 
houses, breakwaters, harbors, navy yards, &e. &e. 
This is. not all sir. By this policy the West had 
become, as had been predicted by the projectors 
of this work, the fountain of Southern subsistence. 

‘the. whole force of the Lower Mississippi 
valiey was directed to the production of cotton, 
that great staple and inlet of national wealth. 
The Wesi made the bread and meat which en- 
tered into its production, and the South finished the 
process, and paid us our portion. This, sir, said 


portance. 


Mr. R. is what he supposed was in the contempla- 
tion of the patriots who projected. this road to bring 
about. ‘How their anticipations have been realized, 
and more than realized, let the present condition. of. 
the West and the Southwest beac witness. . Let the 
unparalleled increase of Western and Southern pro- 
duction, and their efect upon the nationalincome, 
speak for the wisdom of our fathers upon this mea- 
sure. Well, sir, in 1818 the United States had ac- 
quired the lands through which. this road would 
pass, through Indiana and Illinois, to the bank of 


-the Mississippi, nearly the whole route; and in 


1819 also had made a very large augmentation to 
its cotton-growing land, by the acquisition of East 
and West Florida. These two considerations in- 
duced the Government to extend the survey of the 
read from Wheeling, through-the seats of Govern- 
ment of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois; to the left bank 
of the Mississippi, and to make appropriations to 
commence its construction in Ohio, looking to that 
point on the Mississippi. When this was done, the 
lands in its vicinity, in those States, the main 
part of which were owned by the Government, 
were much sought after from the enhanced valne 
which their proximity to this thoroughfare gave 
them: they were all bought up. Lands which had 
little or no other value than their connection with 
the road, and which, without it, would have re- 
mained unoccupied and unbought for fifty years to 
come, were purchased and repurchased at enhanced 
prices. During this time, while the sales of Govern- 
ment lands was going on the road was going on. 
Every year you gave it its accustomed appropria- 
tion, as if the Government really intended its con- 
struction without a word of opposition, save the 
fashionable, stereotyped, constitutional objections 
which a few always professed to hold. The States 
through which it passed had no choiee or agency in 
its location. They had to adjust and conform their 
State roads and other works te it as the great 
column of internal communication, plantations 
were adjusted to it, houses and towns sprang up 
like magic, and property rose to a value com- 
mensurate with the brilliant destiny of a country 
through which a wise and munificent Govern- 
ment had projected this monument of its justice 
and wisdom, and evidence of its parental regard. 
The process did not end here. The Government 
receipts did not end with the exhaustion of the 
lands upon the margin of the road. No, sir. 
The road only became the base of settlements, 
which extended nurt’. and south, till they absorbed 
the greater portion of the Government lands. And 
in this manner, and by this stimulant, were those 
lands converted into money, and the money appro- 
priated to the use of the nation. The Western 
people do not complain that they had to pay for 
those lands, but that in the selection of homes for 
their families for life, their locations were de- 
termined by the just expectations created by the 
action of the Government in regard to the con- 
veniences and facilities in prospect. They sup- 
posed its action to be in good faith, with a view to 
the consummation of the object indicated by its 
action, and they accordingly selected their homes. 
And now, sir, are they to be at this late day told, 
that the Government is not committed to this 
great work? Mr. R. said he would not discuss 
the power of the Government to commence and 
prosecute it. If thirty years’ action—if the sanction 
of Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Adams, and Jac 
son, and their advisers—if the uniform iegislative 
sanction of fifteen successive Congresses had not 
placed the power out of controversy in the minds 
of some gentlemen, he confessed he despaired of 
doing it. 

But some gentlemen tell us that they yield the 
power to Congress, but consider it inexpedient, a: 
this time, to make an appropriation on account of 
the poverty of the Treasury. He would say a 
word as to the acts by which he considered the 
Government committed to the States, and the eiti- 
zens of the States through which this road passes, 
to its completion, saying nothing of the original 
compact with the new States. ‘he good faith 
ef a Government is more than a bond: although 
there is no Jegal power of coercion to the fulfilment 
of the just hopes created by its acts; yet there is a 
moral power acting upon its agents, deemed by the 
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wise more efficacious, to which the injured-or ne- 
glected are directed to look, with confident as- 
surance, for the fulfilment of all the obligations 


expressed or implied from previous action affect- | 


ing their interest. Well, sir, the location. of the 
road from the Ohio to the bank-of.the: Mississippi, 
with an appropriation. to construct a part of it from 
the Ohio west, is an undertaking to: finish it, when 
taken in connection with the action and course of 
the Government in locating and constructing that 
portion of the same roadeas of the Ohio. Bat 
this is not all, sir; the Government afterwards pro- 
mises that this road shall pass through the seats cf 
Government of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and, as 
if to make every thing certain, it sends its agents 
along the line, and procures releases of all damages 
which might be claimed for injuries to. private pro- 
perty, and a cession of the necessary: stone and 
timber for its completion, a great poruon of which 
is now strewed along its borders. 

This is not all, sir. When the Government 


wished to rid itself of the burthen of keeping the | 
finished portion of the road in repair, it stipulated | 


a large amount to the State through which it pass- 
ed for present repairs, and another amount to ano- 
ther State, to finish another portion of it before the 
State should be reqnested to accept its charge 
‘This looks very much like the Government felt 
itself under an obligation to finish the road through 
those States at least. If those acts are not deem- 
ed sufficient to imply a promise to the new States 
that the road would be finished through them, as it 
had been begun, then [refer you to its acts, in con- 
nection. with the road, for thirty years, to the quan- 
tity now finished, and the quantity half finished, 
extending very nearly from the east side of Indi- 
ana to Vandalia, with the materials in a half pre- 
pared condition to go into the work now lying upon 
its margin. Lf those things, taken together, do 
not amount lo a pledge of sovereign faith, that the 
road shall be finished with convenient speed, I can 
conceive of no acts that would: aċis and conduct 
more equivocal, in private life, would be deemed 
by an honest jury sufficient to fix liability upon a 
jockey, who had violated the understanding which 
they implied. 

But to the expediency of making this appropria- 
tion at this time, considering the poverty of the 
National Treasury. 

Sir, this road has been in account with the Trea- 
sury for thirty years. Since its commencement 
the nation has passed through an expensive war 
with one of the greatest powers of Europe; yet, in 
that time, or since, I have never heard that this 
cause was urged against an appropriation till now. 
What, sir, shall we be told we have millions to 
squander in voyages of discovery, and nothing to 
expend in knitting and uniting the members of this 
Confederacy together? Shall we be told that a 
preceding Administration, called prodigal, with an 
income not more than the present, could appropri- 
ate more than ever had before been, or has since 
heen, to purposes of internal improvement, defray 
all the expenses of the Government, and pay ten 
millions annually into the sinking fund, for the ex- 
tinguishment of the national debt, and sill have a 
surplus left to corrupt the nation; and yet that this 
economical Administration, without a national 
debt to pay, with an equal income with the preced- 
ing one, and with a loan of ten millions in 
the way of . Treasury notes, and another 
of the same or greater amount in antici- 
pation within the fiscal year, cannot spare 
this small sum to this work? If this be 
true, and the real ground of opposition, he 
could only say it was a poor account of the 
economy and financial skill of those who adminis- 
ter our affairs. Buta few words more, and lam 
done. I live on this road, and have observed its 
progress step by step with great interest for a few 
years past. Its operations have been. managed 
with skill and fidelity, and with as much regard to 
economy, perhaps, as the extended operations up- 
on it would allow of. The greatest fault is here: 
the lateness and smallness of the annual appropria- 
tion, causes it to cost the Government at least 
thirty per cent. more than it would, if the annual 
appropriation were larger, and made at earlier 
periods of the season. ‘The time or amounts does 


| not allow portions worked upon to be &nished, 

and that which is done by labor in the summer, is 
undone by the frosts in the winter, and travel in 
the spring; and at this time, sir, through Indiana, 
though graded, it is impassible. Your mails can- 
not be transported upon it with any tolerable speed 
or safety, single horsemen find it difficult to pass, 
and yet its margin is strewed with materials go- 
ing to waste, waiting the action of this House only 
to assume the place of usefulness in the road. It 
has not been long since the mail stage drove off a 
dangerous temporary bridge, thrown over Blue 
river, on this road, and greatly hazarded the lives 
of a number of persons. Of all things, the like of 
this should be provided against: those rivers, should 
be bridged, materials at least should be collecting 
preparatory, that the Mmxury of stage riding, and 
receiving early news of events, should be indulged 
to the same extent, and in the same safety, in the 
West, that it is in other portions of the world, 
where less is done to enrich the country than there. 

The engineer charged with this work estimates 
five hundred thousand dollars for Indiana on this 
road; and I do conscientiously believe it would be 
economy and justice united, to appropriate this 
sum. ‘Then the water courses could be imme- 
diately bridged, and a large portion of the road 
finished and ceded to the State, to be maintained 
and kept in order; then the mails could be trans- 
ported with less cost and less hazard of human life; 
people could travel with comfort, and the West 
would Jook to that high destiny to which.the enter- 
prise, intelligence, and industry of its people is ra- 
pidly tending. But, sir, make the appropriation 
upon this road but httle more than sufficient to re- 
pair the ravages of the winter and travel of the 
spring, as many seem disposed to do, and you will 
keep the Treasury always paying, and the road re- 
pairing and stationary, T ask this House if the 
Government does not owe it to those States through 
which this road passes, to prosecute it vigorously 
to final completion? Was not this expectation a 
stimulant to the purchase of wild lands? Has it 
not already been the means of bringing millions, 
directly and indirectly, to the National Treasury, 
which otherwise would never have found their way 
there? Has it not been the means of stimulating 
western and southwestern production, so as to 
make them together a rich mine to the nation? 
These qrestions must be answered in the afirma- 
tive. hen, sir, would it not be a gross fraud upor 
the purchasers of those Government lands, now to 
delay unnecessarily, or to abandon this work? It 
certainly would. 1 go further. Large amounts 
have been invested in houses, plantations and 
towns, upon the margin of {bis road, at prices 
greatly beyond their value, unconnected with it 
and its prospects, upon the faith that the Govern- 
ment was in earnest in the acts indicating a pur- 
pose to carry out the measures begun. Would it 
not be a fraud upon them now to suspend, or delay 
the work? I think it would. Have any of the 
American people been taught to expect im positions 
and frands of this character, at the hands of the 
Government? No, sir: they have been taught to 
venerate its justice, and to admire its stable pursuit 
of all the great measurcs to which its sovereign faith 
has been committed by act cr deed. Let them not 
be disappointed in this measure. 

One other suggestion: think for the minute of the 
relation this work has ever been made to bear to 
the interests of the General Government, instead of 
the State Governments and the people of the States 
through which it passes. When was the interest, 
the purse, or cost, of the States consulted in its 
location, its commencement, termination, or con- 
struction? Notatail. It has been prosecuted thus 
far exciusively with a view to the business and 
subjects in the care and keeping of the General 
Government. The interest of the States through 
which it passes has upon no occasion been con- 
sulted in any thing in relation to it, as would have 
been had its location and construction devolved 
originally upon the States. And now, sir, would it 
be common justice for the United States to aban- 
don it to the States in its unfinished condition, still 
retaining extensive privileges and immunities in 
its use, and expect the States to finish it according 
to the original plan, and maintain and keep it up 


for the common use of each? Mr. R: said: he con- 
sidered such a proposition disreputable to. the 
General Government; and should not for a mo- 
ment be entertained by Congress; and to abandon 
the road now to ruin, or to permit operations to be 
suspended upon it, would show- an irresolution and 
instability in the administrators of the Governtuent 
in the prosecution of a great national object, un- 
worthy of the people they ‘represent. He would 
not for a moment entertain such an idea, so hu- 
miliating and so fraught with mischief to the pros- 
pects of those who have expended their all upon 
the margin of that road, in the confidence that the 
Government was not alluring them to poverty and 
destruction. He would not entertain the idea, for 
a moment, that the immense. treasure already ex- 
pended, the effect of which is, in the present con- 
dition of the road, to make it worse than before it 
was began, should be wasted, and that the stone 
and other materials now lying upon its margin, 
prepared for those permanent superstructures like 
those which ornament it in the old States, should 
be set at nought and waste. He importuned Con- 
gress to act speedily and liberally upon this mea- 
sure. Such a course would, he said, be worthy of 
the great and good spirits who had projected this 
work, and bequeathed it to the West as the means 
of commerce and communion with their Atlantic 
friends. 

Mr. R. said he had now urged upon the Honse 
all the considerations which occurred to him to in- 
duce its speedy and liberal action; and had only to 
say further, that both justice and economy require 
a speedy and literal appropriation, for this work. 


REMARKS OF MR. BOON, 
Or INDIANA, 

In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1838.—The 
bill to remove the walls of the new Treasury 
building being under consideration— 

Mr. BOON said he had a very few words to say, 
and that most of what he might say would-be in 
reply to what had been said by the gentleman from 
South Carolina who first addressed the committee, 
[Mr. Tuompson,] to whom, Mr. B: said, he always 
listened with the most profound respect and atten- 
tion, That gentleman had, in’ the course of his 
remarks, stated that the whole people of the coun- 
try had been reduced to a state of starvation by 
the misrule of the Jate and present Administrations 
of the General Government. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, not knowing, I will not presume to say any 
thing as to what may be the situation of that gen- 
tlen.an’s constituents, but I have the gratification 
to know, that that portion of the people I have the 
honor to represent on this floor, are not only free 
from starvation, or even want of ample subsistence, 
but they have annually a very large surplus on 
hand, Sir, the State of Indiana exports yearly an 
average surplus of the products of the State, an 
amount much larger than that consumed by her 
own citizens. This, to me, does not look much 
like a state of starvation. 

Bat the gentteman from South Carolina had al- 
luded more particularly to the poverty and distress 
of the people of New York. Now, said Mr. B. it 
is not my province to defend the people of New 
York from any reproach that may be made upon 
her, while she has on this floor so respectable a 
number of Representatives, who are far more.able- 
to defend her interests here or elsewhere than I am. 
I recollect that, during the panic season in. the re- 
cess which intervened last fall between the called 
session and the commencement of the present ses- 
sion of Congress, that some “Whig” charities 
were extended to the suffering poor of New York 
city for political effect; and I recollect, too, that 
about the same lime a ten dollar Whig dinner was 
got upin New York in honor of a distinguished 
gentleman from the State of Tennessee! Of what 
kind of ingredients the dinner was composed or 
made of, I do not know, but the facts of the case 
show that there could not have been the aatual dis» 
tress in New York complained of by those who are 
opposed to this Administration. So much; Mr. 
Chairman, for the starving condition-of the people 
of the country in general, and of New’ York in 
particular. 


April 1838. 


257m CoxG-es2nvp Sess. 


APPENDI 


Exploring Expedition—Mr. Crary. 


X TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


283. 
H. of R eps. 


Sir, said. Mr. B. as it relates to this most extraor- || dition was. designed to aid this commerce, by pro- 


dinary proposition to pull down. atid rebuild the 
new Treasury building, the reasons which have 
jast been so forcibly urged against the measure by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr- Pickens] 
who last addressed the committee, render it unne- 
cessary for me to add any thing more on that head. 
The honorable member from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
LixcuLy] who is a most zealous advocate of the 
measure proposed, has fuily acquitted the Presi- 
dent of the United Staxes from any and all blame 
whatever in the anisconstruction of unis ‘building. 
Mr. B. himself wished to go one step farther in this 
matter. He wished every friend of the Adminis- 
tration to refrain from assuming any portion of the 
responsibility of this waste of the public money. If 
this project was to be persisted in, he. was desirous 
that the Opposition should take upon themselves 
the whole credit of the measure, and the responsi- 
bility of the waste of the public money; for, should 
this project be carried out, it would hereafter be 
eferred to as one of the gross follies of this Admi- 
nistration, and a waste of the money of the people. 
‘The proposition now pending before the committee 
is to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
Should this proposition fail, and there should seein 
to be a determination to pass the bill, Mr. B. re- 
marked that. he might feel it his duty to offer an 
amendment to the bill, providing that the bniiding 
shall be erected in the eny of Cincinnati or Louis- 
ville, in view of the removal of the séat of the Ge- 
neral Government west of the Alleghany moun- 
ains. 

Sir, said Mr. B. if we are to pul: down the work 
of one architect, upon fault being found by another 
architect who may want a profitable job, there will 
be no end to putting up and puiling down of public 
works. The first reasons that l heard assigned for 
pulling down the new Treasury building were 
given by gentlemen of taste, upon the ground that 
the building, when completed, would. obstruct the 
view of the President’s House. from a certain quar- 
ter of the city; but theSe reasons not being consi- 
dered quite Sufficient of themselves, it is now as- 
sumed that the building will ‘fall dowm under its 
own weight. — f 


EXPLORING 


EXPEDITION. 
REMARKS OF MR. CRARY, 
Ge MICHIGAN, 

In the Howe of Representatives, April 10, 1833— 
On the motion to reduce the amount of the ap- 
propriation for. the naval service, for the purpose 
of patting an end to the South Sea Exploring 
Expedition. 

Mr. CRARY said he did not know what could 
be the object of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Mercer, ] in bringing the character of Commodore 
Jones into this discussion, From the correspond- 
ence between that oficer and the Navy Depart- 
menut, every gentieman in ihe House wouid form 
his own opinion. The gentieman from Virginia 
might come to one conclusion, and Mr. C. to a 
very different one. No one had yet attacked the 
character of Commodore Jones; but if the matter of 
eulogy was to be carried any farther, there were 
those who woukl atack it. Mr. ©. was at’ the 
number; but in so doing, he had’no wish to 
take from Commodore Jones any of the laurels be 
had won for past services. He could joinin praise 
of them with as much good willas the gentleman 
from Virginia. : 

Mr. C. said that the law of 1836 declared the ob- 
ject of this expedition. It was to visit. the Pacific 
ocean and the South seas, and when there, it was 
to be employed in surveying and exploring. It was 
advocated by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Reep,} on the ground of the immense amount 
of our commerce in those seas. It wassaid by that 
gentleman, and another. gentleman from the same 
State, {[Mr. Prins] that we had constantly em- 
ployed there some four hundred and fifty vessels 
in the whale fishery; that this fleet was manned by 
npwards of ten thousand men, and cost, with their 
outfit, about twelve miilions of dollars, and were 

stimated to be worth, when their voyages were 
ompleted, twenty millions of dollars, This expe- 
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curing regular maps and charts of those regions; by 
ascertaining the character of the tides, currents, and 
dangerous reefs; by establishing permanent relations 
with places where our trade was now limited and 
uncertain; by seeking for, and restoring to, their 
homes and families, those American seamen who 
had been unt6rtanately left or. cast away upon 
shores inhabited by a race of savages; and, inciden- 
talto all these objects, it was expected that some 
auention would be paid to the great cause of natu- 
ial history and science generally. © 

After much discussion, the advocates ot the mea- 
sure succeeded in convincing the House of its im- 
portance. The Executive was atithurized to send 
out ‘‘a sloop of war and such other smaller vessels 
as might be necessary and proper, to render the ex- 
pedition efficient and useful.” President Jackson, 
in consequence of the past conduct of Captain Jones, 
called him to the command. The conduct of this 
officer from that time plainly manifested that his ob- 
ject was to make thisa greatand magnificent expe- 
dition, such as should secure tohim fasting renown, 
and give him, not only a great and dazzling name 
among his own countrymen, but with the whole 
civilized world. He looked for his recompense in 
a wreath of amaranth. Had he confined his views 
simply to the cbjects proposed by the House, the 
sqiiadron might have been at sea long ago. But 
this would not satisfy his ambition and his vanity. 
He must have a body guard of scientific men from 
all “of the most celebrated institutions of the coun- 
try” to catch birds and flies, toads and fishes. This 
was all very pretty. There were men in the coun- 
try who would be delighted with an account of the 
butterilies that sip the neciar of the flowers that 
spring up on coral rocks, or of the plumage of a 
bird that spreads it wings over a far off sea. [t was 
very well to take advantage of so favorable an op- 
portunily to augment the stores of science, but that 
object should have been only incidental and subor- 
dinate to the great purpose of the squadron, which 
was that of surveying and exploring in the latitudes 
of an almost unknown sea. i 

Mr. C. said that he was not originally in favor 
of this expedition, because he thought we had other 
and more important. chjects to attend to nearer 
home. - He wished to have the survey of our own 
coast completed, so that the attention of the Go- 
vernment might be turned to the great lakes and 
rivers of the imerior. Judging from what had 
already been done, the survey of the coast by 
triangulation woold not be ierminated in the life 
time of the man at the head of that business; even 
though he should live the full period of a century. 
Fie knew that there were men jn the country am- 
ply qualificd to take a leading part in this great 
work, and he wished to see them brought forward, 
that they might remove from it the veil of mystery. 
It was but a science, and conld be learned by any 
school boy with a few months of application. 

He thought the blame for the delay of the 
expedition lay between the Secretary of the Navy 
und Commodore Jones The Secretary was the 


i ostensible head of the Navy Department; but if he 


were to express the opinion that he had often made 
known to his particular friends, he should say that 
the Department had not any head at all. That 
officer had plainly shown himself not competent to 
his place by allowing himself to be rode over by 
the commander of a squadron; and it was Mr. ©’s 
belief that the sooner he retired to the walks of 
private life, the better it would be for the naval 
service. For his own part he believed the fault 
was chargeable on them both. Sure he was that 
Comreodore Jones had given the expedition a too 
scientific character. _ . 

[Mr. Mercer here interposed, and said that 
Commodore Jones had no more to do in fxmg the 
scientific character of the expedition than the gen- 
ilemen from Michigan.] 

Mr. C. resumed, and reminded the gentleman 
from Virginia and the House that Commodcre 
Jones had made it, a sine qua nen that no one of 
the commanders of the smaller vessels should have 
a scientific duty assigned to him. As early as the 
fall of 1836, the Commodore threatened to resign, 
because the Secretary of the Navy intimated an 
intention to appoint Lieutenant Slidell to a com- 
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“opinion. 
form to the views expressed by him ina letter to 


mand, and at the samie time confer on him the 
office of historiographer. At a later. period, he 
had been greatly outraged in his feelings, because 
Lieutenant Glynn was offered, and actepted, the 
appo niment of seographer.and hydrographer.- 
[Mr. Mercer here again insisted that the eú- 
largement of the objects of the expédition “had nat, _ 
in any sense, been the act of Com nodoré Jofies-] 
Mr: C; would not say that ‘the Commodore had 
been the cause of the change, but such was his 
It was certain that it was made to con- 


Mr. Reynolds, written whén the expedition was 
under consideration in this House. There was a 
wonderful similarity between the views expressed 
in that letter, and those which had inf uence in 
getting up the squadron. 

It had been said that the commander of the 
sqnadron was not chargeable with the defective 
construction of the smaller vessels. This fault 
had been very unjustly ascribed to the chief 
naval constructor. This officer acted under spe- 
cial instructions, and he prepared his draughts 
accordingly. Mr. C. did not know who gave 
these instructions, bat he presumed they came 
from Commodore Jones, as it was an order 
of the Department that his wishes should be con- 
sulted, and his suggestions adopted, in every thing 
pertaining to the construction, arrangement, arma- 
ment, and equipment, of the vessels, as far as cir- 
cumsiances would permit. Mr. C. believed that it 
was a matter of record that the two brigs and the 
schooner were planned agreeably to the sugges- 
tions, and built under the superintendence, of Com- 
modore Jones. Atany rate, he had exhibited as 
strong an affection fur them as though they were 
his own children. He had labored in season and 
out of season, to convince the public that they were 
well adapted to the service in which they were to 
be employed. He had forced Lieutenant Tainall 
to tender his resignation of the command of the 
Pioneer, in consequence of his having expressed 
the opinion, formed by a cruise among the reefs 
and currents of the Galf of Mexico, that she 
t steered badly when sailing over six knots,” and 
was unable “to claw éff a lee shore in a short head 
sea.” ` The sailing qualities of these banilings of 
the Commodore had: been tested during the past 
winter. The two brigs bad formed a part of our 
coast squadien. The Pioneer got ashore in the 
sound, and had a number of her men severely 
frostbitten. The Consort returned to port, after a 
cruise of fifieen days, with a loss of her main- 
yard, topgallant-mast, and one'man killed, who 
was thrown upon deck by her breaching-to against 
her helm. Lieutenant Glynn, a gallant officer, a 
good seaman, and a man of science, was in com- 
mand of her, and in his report of the cruise. to 
Commodore Ridgely he says: 

“Off the wind with any sea on the Consort is 
dangerous, and should never be aliowed to go over 
six knots; at seven knots she became unmanageable, 
and, I think, could net possibly he made to go 
eight knots, while drawing more than twelve 
feet water; for her short and full water lines, par: 
ticularly abaft, make so much wake, that from fve 
knots and upwards the rudder plays in more cr 
less dead water; and thus its influence is diminish. 
ing till it ceases to be the principal directing power. 
Her full of the body and low transom afford a fair 
hold for a sea coming up with her; while her wam. 
of length allows her to be swung roand as upon 3 
pivot. Inscudding, therefore, long before she had 
attained a velocity sufficient to diminish percepti- 
bly the violence of the following sea, she weld be 
breached to, or brought by the lee. *  * * * 
Tt would be impossible to drag her ofa lee si oe if 
there wag any thing of a sea on. While lyig-te 
on the 29th of January, she pitched every thing be- 
yond the knight heads under water, and carried 
away the feretop-caliant mast. Any attempt at 
that lime to force the vessel through the water by 
cartying the sqare-saiis, must shon have terminated 
in the loss of her masts; and I was quite sausfied jr 
she was ever fairly caught within twenty mies of 
a lee shore ina gale of half as many honrs’ dura- 
tion, she must have been inevitable wrecked.” 

And yet these are the vessels thet were io ee 
plore and survey the islands and reefs of Pas 


264 


__ APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


25ru Cone-++-2np Sess. 


In reply to Mr. Webster—Mr. Calhoun. 


cific, and go among the icebergs of the South Seas! 
The first severe gale off alee shore would have 
sent them to destruction. No man ean blame 
sailors for running away from such vessels, or 
from a commander who could speak in praise of 
their excellent qualities. 

He thought the expedition ought to have been at 
sea a year age. The Secretary of the Navy, or 
Commodore Jones, was answerable for the delay. 
If the former had done his duty, he ought to 
call the latter to a strict account; but if the Se- 
cretary was in fault, he ought to be placed’ where 
his imbecility could bring no dishonor upon the 
country hereafter. 

Mr. C. would not now desert this expedition. 
He would force it to sea with all convenient 
despatch. He cared not who was sent out as 
commander, if he was only qualified for the station. 
He was willing that a midshipman, a lieutenant, 
or post captain should be selected. He was dis- 
posed to leave this matter entirely to Executive dis- 
cretion. He had only to say, that so far as his 
vote would effect it, the Expedition should go to 
sea: he would not desert it: he would not thus re- 
flect upon the acts of a former Congress. If the 
measure was proper two years ago, it was equally 
proper now. Not only were all the reasons for it 
as good now as they were at that time, but there 
were additional reasons. We had entered into the 
plan; we had made a beginning; we had gathered 
together the necessary materials; we had expended 
large sums of money, and we had raised great ex- 
pectations. These would never all be realized; 
they had been considerably lowered by a series of 
unfortunate events; but the country had not yet lost 
all ivterest in the measure. It was the character 
of the people to go ahead in every thing; and they 
expected to see this character developed by all their 
public servants. Whenever such servant failed 
in a great and important measure, or lagged in the 
performance of his duty, he very soon became the 
subject of animadversion and reprehension. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Bronson] 
had said that Congress, by voting the appropri- 
ation, authorized the employment ofa frigate. Mr. 
C. Voted for it, not because he approved of the fri- 
gate, but because he was unwilling to furnish an 
excuse, in the event of a failure, for charging that 
failure upon Congress. He wished the responsibi- 
lity to rest on the commander of the Expedition, 
who had insisted on having a frigate. That com- 
mander had had his own way: he had been indulged 
with just such a squadron as he asked for; and he 
had left it in the harbor of New York, for the 
milder atmosphere of a more southern region. 

Mr. C. did not regret this determination. He 
had long since ceased to have any confidence in 
the success of the Expedition, as it was organized; 
and he was glad that an opportunity was afforded 
of placing it upon a proper footing. He believed 
that a similar feeling pervaded the whole county. 


REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, 
n Senate, March 22, 1838.—In reply to Mr. Wrs- 
STER. 


Mr. CALHOUN rose and said: I am not at all 
surprised, Mr. President, that the Senator from 
Massachusetts should show such solicitude to free 
himself from the responsibility of converting this 
discussion into a mere personal altercation, so un- 
worthy of the place and the occasion, But itis not 
a little unjust in him to attempt to transfer the re- 
sponsibility from himself to me, having acted 
throughout, as I have, wholly on the defensive, and 
done every thing I could to avoid personalities. I 
have, in trath, a deep and unfeigned aversion to 
personal altercations, in any case; especially here, 
in my official character, where duty and self-re- 
spect, as well as the dignity of the body, forbid its 
introduction... On the present occasion, I had every 
reason to avoid it. The subject is one unsurpassed 
in magnitude and importance, and which requires 
the calmest and most deliberate consideration. I 
have had ensite confidence in the strength and truth 
of the side 1 support; and, of course, felt deep soli- 


citude to limit the discussion strictly to the merits 
of the question. 

But the Senator, in order to throw the blame on 
me, denies that he drew a comparison between us. 
Does he consider it no comparison to claim for 
himself the most universal and ardent patriotism; 
and to attribute to me the opposite qualities, of 
being sectional, and entertaining feelings far from 
friendly to the Union? And this, too, without any 
thing in the question, or my previous remarks, that 
could, by possibility, justify it? Does he really 
think that I ought to have sat in silence without at- 
tempting to show, as I have done, how perfectly 
unfounded are his claims to superior patriotism, 
and how unjust his charges against me? 

Bat in order to justify himself, he accuses me of 
having first attempted to fix on himself and friends 
the charge of inconsistency, in supperting the sub- 
stitute of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] 
I made no such charge. I simply availed myself 
of the opinion which he and they entertained and 
expressed, in relation to asimilar measure in 1834— 
acquilting them expressly of all inconsistency. So 
far from a charge of the kind, I placed my argu- 
ment on the assumption, that their opinion remained 
unchanged; and yet this he calls a charge of incon- 
sistency—a throwing of the first stone; and on 
which he rests the justification of his unprovoked 
personalities. 

The Senator next attributes to me the assertion, 
that I intended to draw a comparison between his 
course and mine during the late war, if time had 
permitted, accusing me, at the same time, of making 
a “railing accusation” against him. My answer is, 
that I said nothing like it; and made no accusation 
whatever, either “railing” or specific. I said not a 
word of “tume permitting me.” What I really said 
was entirely different; and bears no analogy what- 
ever to what he attributes to me, as the Senate must 
remember. I confined myself to an inquiry into 
the truth of the picture he had drawn of his pa- 
triotism; and his comparison between his public 
conduct and mina. l demonstrated what little 
claims he had to the bigh qualities he arrcgated to 
himself; and how unfounded his assumption was to 
a more universal and ardent patriotism. I illustra- 
ted all this by a reference to his course in relation. 
to abolition and the tariff; and declined going into a 
comparison between our courses during the late 
war—not fora want of time, as he states, but ex- 
pressly on the ground that the events of that day 
were by-gone, and belonged to history, where I was 
willing to leave it, and where I should leave it, un- 
less provoked to go into the comparison, by some 
future attack from the Senator. I added nota word 
of accusation whatever, either ‘railing? or other- 
wise. It is true, I said that, atonetime, I intended 
to go into the comparisen. I certainly had no rea- 
son, personally, to decline it; but I felt a strong re- 
pugnance, which I could not overcome, to recurring 
back to such distant events, that have passed out of 
the circle of the polities of the day. Acting under 
its influence, I limited my remarks, in reference to 
the Senator and myself, to the great and living ques- 
tions of the day, which are still unsettled, and are 
destined to exercise an important control over the 
future destiny of the country. 

Bat, if I should be forced into the comparison, I 
shall not confine myself simply to what the Senator 
did at that important period of our history: I would 
take a far wider range. He claims for himself an 
exalted patriotism, far above others, and myself in 
particular; and that, too, in war as well as peace; 
and he weuld have no right to complain, if held re- 
sponsible, not only for whathe did, but for what he 
did not; not only for his ownacts, but also for his po- 
litical associates and party, which passed without 
his censure or rebuke. I have no wish, for the rea- 
sons I have stated, to enter on the comparison; but 
if he desires it, I will read a statement of some do- 
zen or fifteen of his votes, which I laid my hands 
on since he commenced his reply; and which will 
furnish some index of hiscourse during that period. 

(Mr. Wersrer indicating no desire for the read- 
ing, Mr. Cansoun praceeded:} 

Dropping, then, the Senator’s course during the 
war, I shall proceed to notice some remarks of his 
in reference to myself. He has hunted up with 
much industry, and brought forward with great 


Mar. 1838. 
_- Senate, 


parade, my course in relation to the ‘tatiff~to. the 
Bank—and the Bonus bill, immediately subsequent 
to the late. war, in order to fix on mè a charge of 
inconsistency. I am pleased that he has afforded 
me, on this eceasion, an opportunity ‘to speak. of 
this portion of our political history, and of the part 
I took. It is one that requires explanation, not 
only in reference to myself, but the party to which 
I belong. i 

In supportiag the measures to which the Senator 
referred, I was not alone: I acted with the great 
body of the party: and, if I took a more prominent 
part in relation to them than others, it is to be attri- 
buted to the position which I held in the House and 
the party at the time. It is not my intention to de- 
fend those measures, but to explain, in justice to 
myself and the party, the circumstances under 
which we acted. Ido not deny but that we de- 
parted, more or less, from the true principles and 
policy of our party; but it was under circumstances 
which, though they do not justify the departure, are 
calculated, in a great degree, to excuse it, and to 
repel effectually any inference that it was an inten- 
tional abandonment of them. 

No popular party is proof against success, and 
the long possession of power; and such proved to 
be the fact in our case. We had been in the unin- 
lerrupted possession of power for more than sixteen 
years, and had just carried through successfully a 
war against the greatest power on the earth, and, at 
the same time, overthrown the party in opposition 
tous. The flush of victory had, as is usual, the 
effect of working a considerable change.in the feel- 
ings and views of our party, which contributed to- 
the introduction of the measures to which the Sena- 
tor refers. But there were other, and powerful 
causes, which also contributed to it. During the 
war, the country had suffered much from a depre- 
ciated and wnequal currency; from the want of do- 
mestic supplies to take the place of those articles 
which we had been in the habit of receiving from 
abroad, but which had been cut off by the war, and 
from the want of good roads, and other channels of 
conveyance, on which to transport munitions of 
war, and to concentrate promptly a sufficient force 
on the points menaced or attacked by the enemy. 
After its termination, there was a vivid recollection 
of the difficulties occasioned by these wants. The 
danger, at the time, to the country, was believed ta 
be connected exclusively with our foreign relations. 
The war, it is true, had terminated successfully, 
but there were hostile feelings left behind on both 
sides, between our country and Great Britain; and 
she kept up a powerful force in her possessions in 
our immediate vicinity, which was calculated to 
excite our vigilance, and to admonish us of the ne- 
cessity of being prepared for a renewed contest. 
Besides, we were in danger of being involved in a 
long and dangerous contest, growing out of the 
revolution in Spanish America; in which, at one 
time, the great powers of Europe, united by what 
was called “The Holy Alliance,” were strongly in- 
clined to interfere. Under these circumstances, and 
when the political principles of our party appeared 
to have gained a permanent ascendancy, by the 
prostration of our old opponents, and to be in no 
danger, it is not at all wonderful that the measures 
with which the Senator now reproaches me should 
have received the support of myself and the party 
to which I belong. I confess, for myself, that I 
then believed the danger to be, not within, but 
without—not from the giving away of our princi- 
ples, but violence from abroad; and -that I had no 
suspicion that it lay in the quarter which expe- 
rience has shown it really did. . This accounts for 
my course at that period, ' 

In voting for the tariff of 1816, which I am still 
of opinion was a judicious measure, with the ex- 
ception of the minimum principle, of which I think 
as badly as any one, I regarded it as.a revenue mea- 
sure, and called for by the circumstances of the 
ume. But I did not dream that, in the short space 
of twelve years, it would be perverted by those in- 
terested into an instrament of such unbounded op- 
pregsion as to exact and pass mto the Treasury 
one-half of the whole proceeds of our foreign ex- 
changes. Nor did I imagine that, in introducing a 
bill to set apart a particular fund for internal: im- 
provement, and leaving it to Congress to determine 
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thereafter the extent of its power over that subject, 
and to what objects the funds should be applied, 
(that was its real character,) there was the’ least 
danger that, in a few years, the whole revenue of 
the country would become an object of ‘scramble 
among the various sections; in which the struggle 
would be, who should get most, without any refer- 
ence to the public good. As to the bank, placed 
in the circumstances in whichI and those with 
whom I acted were, I do not now see how we could 
have acted differently, even with our present expe- 
rience. The time for reformation in reference to 
the currency had not then afrived; and any attempt 
at reform would. have proved abortive. 

But I offer not what I have said as a justifica- 
tion; I acknowledge we all departed, in a greater 
or less degree, from the stern and rigid principles of 
the party, and the true policy of the Government, 
and well have we paid the penalty. It has taught 
me a lesson never to be forgotten; and I now call 
on the younger and more inexperienced members 
of the party, as I then was, to profit by our exam- 
ple. Avoid, as you would the greatest evil, the 
least departure from principle, however harmless 
and innocent it may at the time appear to be. The 
smallest departure may prove to be an entering 
wedge; and others, differing from you in views and 
principles, will drive the measure farther than you 
ever contemplated; just as we have seen our old 
opponents seize on the tariff, internal improvement, 
and the bank, to overthrow onr principles and to 
establish their own. Never cease to bear in mind 
that ours is a limited Government, with specific 
powers; and that if the prescribed line be passed 
ever so little, there is no fixing any limits to the 
encroachments of power. 

Nor is the period of which Iam speaking the 
only one in which success has caused departure 
from the principles. and policy of our party. The 
vast revenue, which the protective tariff placed at 
the disposal of the Government, had the effects on 
those in power which might have been anticipated. 
They no longer relied on principles as the means 
of preserving their ascendency. The patronage 
and resources of the Government were -deemed 
sufficient for that purpose; and many measures 
were adopted, which will hereafter be regarded as 
great and dangerous departures from the creed of 
the party; and which have done more to reconcile 
the people to the principles and policy of our oppo- 
nents, and to weaken their confidence in ours, than 
all other causes put together. 

As to myself, each revolving year impresses me 
deeper and deeper with the truth and wisdom of 
the old Virginia scheol of politics. She was 
blessed, when this Government went into opera- 
ton, with leaders of the clearest discernment and 
purest patriotism; the Jeffersons, the Taylors, the 
Roanes, and many others, who had formed the 
most just conception of our system of Government, 
and the policy to be pursued to preserveit. I had, 
from my earliest years, imbibed a strong attach- 
ment for that school. Indeed, I may say, it was 
inherited by-me. But I never realized to the full 
extent the depths of its wisdom, and the vast im- 
portance of adhering rigidly to its maxims, till ex- 
perience, and the reflection ef riper and more ad- 
vanced years, taught me. And here is the broad 
line of distinction between the Senator and myself, 
which he, with all his ingenvity, cannot obliterate. 
lle belongs, and always has, to another and an op- 
posite school, which, to designate by its most dis- 
tinguished leader, may be called the school of 
Hamiiton ; a man distinguished for his great abili- 
ties, perfect frankness, and ardent patriotism, but 
who was decidedly inferior to Mr. Jefferson in 
genius, the power of original thinking, and the 
clearness and depth of his conception of the true 
nature and character of ont Government. Be- 
longing, as we do, and ever have, to schools -so di- 
verse, our agreement has been casual, while our 
difference has been habitual and fundamental, 
both as to the nature and character of our Govern- 
ment, and the policy it ought to pursue; and which 
has placed us opposite to each other on the pre- 
sent, and most of the other great questions which 
have been agitated in our time. 

He sees in the success of the present question 
the advancement of the principles and policy to 


which I am devoted, and in its defeat the advance- 


ment of his own; hence our difference, and the ar- 
dor of the present conflict—a conflict of opposing 


systems, in which, as one or the other may prevail, . 


the future destiny of the country will be perma- 
nently influenced. The separation of the political 
and moneyed power will give a lasting ascendency 
to the political school to which I belong, and their 
union to that-of the Senator. ; 

He is right in fixing on 1825 as the year when 
my views in relation to the principles and charac- 
ter of the Government became firmly fixed and 
settled. It was then I took my seat in the chair 
which you, sir, now occupy. I had devoted the 
seven preceding years laboriously to the duties of 
the War Department, which I found in a state of 
complete disorder, and which so engrossed my at- 
tention az to leave me little leisure to attend to the 
general politics of the country. The change of of- 
fice gave me both time and opportunity to view 
more minutely the general operations of the Go- 
vernment, which I did notneglect. I soon saw the 
incipient state of those disorders, which had then 
just hegun to develope themselves, and the causes 
in which they originated, as well as the fearful 
consequences to which they threatened to lead. 
This induced me to make a careful review and ex- 
amination of the principles of the Government. I 
went to the source, the Kentucky resolations and 
the Virginia resolutions and report, which I care- 
fully investigated, in all their bearings. I then 
turned my attention more carefully to the investi- 
gation of the character and tendency of what was 
called, at the time, the American system, and saw 
clearly its oppressive, corrupting, and dangerous 
tendency. I tooka firm stand aginst it. Since 
then, my life has been one incessant struggle to 
maintain or restore the principles and policy of the 
old State rights Republican party, regardless of all 
personal consequences. During this long period of 
thirteen years of continued action, amidst the 
most trying scenes, 1 may bid defiance to the most 
rigid scrutiny to point out the slightest variation 
in my course, or the least departure from the prin- 
ciples or doctrines of the political school to which I 
belong. I may be accused of carrying my prin- 
ciples too far, or of adhering too rigidly to my 
doctrines, but of the opposite fault none bave ven- 
tured to accuse me. My adherence to them has 
never wavered under the greatest difficulties or dan- 
ger. If, then, I erred in common with the great 
body of the party, under the circumstances which I 
have explained, I, at least, have long since made, 
I trust, ample amends. IfI have done any thing 
to contribute to the common errors of the period 
immediately subsequent to the late war, I have 
done far more, I hope, towards their-correction, 
and the restoration of the principles and doctrines 
which our party profess, as well as to arrest the 
ascendency of the opposite. To this great object, 
which, I solemnly believe, involves our liberty and 
the perpetuation of our popular and free institu- 
tions, I have devoted my life. 
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REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA. 

In Senate; March 24, 1838—On ordering the bill to 
separate the Government from banks to a third 
reading, after the specie section had been stricken 
out, on motion of Mr. CUTHBERT. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, as late as it was, (near 10 
o’clock at night,) and fatigued and exhausted as the 
Senate must be after sitting ten hours, he was com- 
pelled to intrude himself on their patience. The 
question was on the engrossment of the bill; and as 
he could not dossibly vote for it in the shape it had 
assumed, he was constrained to assign his reasons, 
but he would do it in the fewest words possible. He 
said he was most anxious to vote for the measure. 
He had taken the deepest interest in it, and felt 
most solicitous for its success; andif he thought that 
the bill, as amended, advanced the great cause for 
which he had been so earnestly contending, one 
inch, he would give it his vote. But such was not 
his impression. On the contrary, he believed that 
it was an entire surrender of the cause. He would 
go further—it was a retrograde movement, and 


would leave the cause in a worse condition than it 
was. So far from a divorce from the banks and a 
return to the constitutional currency, the bill, as it 
stood, would virtually restore the deposite bank sys- 
tem again, with some features more objectionable 
than it formerly possessed; which he would now. 
proceed to show. : : 


On the motion of the Senator from ‘Georgia, 
[Mr. Curnzert,] the 23d section, which provides 
for the collection of the dues of the Government in 
specie, was strack out, with the aidof a few- òn this 
side, and the entire opposition to the divorce on the 
other. That section provided for the repeal of the 
joint resolution of 1816, which authorizes the re- 
ceipt of bank notes as cash in the dues of the public. 
The effects of this will be, should the bill pass in 
its present shape, that the Government will collect 
its revenue and make its disbursements exclusively 
in bank notes, as it did before the suspension took 
place in May last. Things will stand precisely as 
they did then, with but a single exception, that the 
public deposites will: be made with the officers of 
the Government instead of the banks, under the 
provision of the deposite act of 1836 Thus far is 
certain. All agree that such is the fact; and such 
the effeet of the passage of this bill as it stands. 
Now, he intended to show conclusively, that the 
difference between depositing the public money 
with the public officers, or with the banks them- 
selves, was merely nominal, as far as the operation 
and profits of the banks were concerned; that. they 
would not make one cent less -profit, or issue a 
single dollar less, if the deposites be kept by the of- 
ficers of the Government instead of themselves; 
and, of course, that the system would be equally 
subject to expansions and contractiens, and equally 
exposed to catastrophes like the present, in the ene, 
as the other, mode of keeping. He spoke of bank 
profits and bank issues generally, as derived from 
the deposite of public money—the aggregate profits 
and issues of all banks, without reference to the 
distribution of the profits under the one or the other 
mode of keeping the public money. He would 
show, ina word, that the bill would no more di- 
vorce the Government from the banks, in relation 
to the deposites, than it would as it now stood, as 
to receiving their notes, and giving them credit and 
circulation as cash, in its dues and disbursements; 
and that it would unite them as effectually in re- 
spect to both, as they were before the suspension in 
May. Although the assertion might excite some 
surprise at first, it would be very easy to make 
plain every werd he had said. 


The profit which the banks derive from the pub- 
lic deposites, when their own notes were collected 
and deposited, as would be the case if the bill 
passed in its present form, arises from the with- 
drawing of their notes from circulation. While 
their notes are in deposite, they are as completely 
withdrawn from circulation for the time as if burnt 
or destroyed ; and the withdrawal makes a vacuum 
to that extent in the circulation, which has to be 
filled up by new discounts, and, of course, increased 
business and profits; and this was equally true 
whether the notes withdrawn were deposited in 
certain banks, as under the deposite act of °36, or 
in the hands of receivers general, and other Exe- 
cutive officers, as proposed by this bill. The profit 
depended, in no degree, on the fact where their 
notes were deposited; but on the amount withdrawn, 
and the length of time they were kept out of circulation. 
The larger the amount withdrawn, and the longer 
kept out, the greater the business and profits of 
the banks. Nor can the issnes exceed the sum 
necessary to fill the vacunm oceasioned by the 
deposites, whether they be made with the banks 
themselves, or the officers of Government. When 
the vacuum occasioned by the withdrawal is filled, 
whatever exceeds that must return on the banks, 
without regard to the place of deposite, and check 
farther issues. It follows clearly from all this, that 
the deposite of the public funds, if collected in 
bank notes (as proposed by the. bill as it now un- 
fortunately stands amended) in the custody of the 
public officers, would not in the least affect the 
discounts and the business of the banks. They 
would be as great as if ceposited with the banks, 
and would keep the circulation of bank notes as 
much expanded, and subject to as many fluctaa- 
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tions and shocks. ‘These propositions he held to 
be incontrovertible. He would be glad. to hear 
avy member rise in his place and attempt- to 
answer them. > 


Nor would the Treasury be a particle more 
independent of the banks than under the deposite 
system, before the suspension of specie’ payments. 
Vhe revenue, as he had said, would be collected 
under this bill, should it pass, as it was then, ex- 
clusively in bank notes, which, on another suspen- 
sion, would be just as worthless in the hands of 
the officers in whose custody they might. be. de- 
posited, as they would be in the banks themselyes, 
and which, of course, would again compel the 
Government, in such an event, to pay-its debts in 
worthless rags, to its own great discredit, and the 
loss of its creditors, or not pay them at ali. Nor 
would it be possible, avy more than in the present 
instance, to collect its debts in the legal currency 
of the country. Gold and silver would as cer- 
tainly disappear as completely from circulation, 
under the operation of this bill, as it did under the 
system of bank deposite that existed at the time of 
the late suspension. : 


But ifit will have no effect in rendering the 
Treasury more independent of the banks, nor in 
limiting banking operations or profits, as it certain- 
ly will not, where, he asked, will it differ from the 
late deposite system under the act of °36, which 
this bill is intended to supersede? There is and 
can be but one point of difference, viz: in the dis- 
tribution of the profits from the deposites; and even 
that difference, he would show, is more apparent 
than real. Where the revenue is deposited with 
certain banks, selected by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, as under the act of 36, the profits of the de- 
posites accrue almost exclusively to them. They 
discount on them, and issue the notes of other 
banks which they hold in deposite, or draw specie 
for them, aud thus increase their business and: pro- 
fit, without incurring any additional liability; but 
where the deposites are made with the Executive 
officers, the profits would accrue, apparently, to 
the banks generally. He said apparently, for it 
would depend wholly on the officers holding the 
deposites. They can, at pleasure, give the profit to 
what bants they please, by holding back the notes 
of one bank, and disbursing the notes of another, 
and thas keeping the notes ofene oat of cirenla- 
tion, ead throwing the oiber into circulation through 
disbursements, to return on the banks issuing them. 
‘The effects of this would be to give one all the pro- 
iit that it could derive-feom being a deposite bank, 
and stripping the others almost entirely of the ad- 
vantage of having its notes received in the dues of 
the Government. Take, for instance, two banks, 
in a place where the average public deposites were 
a million of doilars; is it not clear, if the Executive 
officer would male ita rule to disburse the notes of 
one bank, and hold back those of the other, it 
would operate, in fact, as a standing Joan to that 
amount to the favored hank? 

‘The result is, that in either case the distribution 
of the profit resulting from the public depusites 
would depend on the Executive Department, 
whether made with the Executive officers, orin de- 
posite banks under the act of 1836. ‘The Execu- 
tive in one case would have the selection of the 
banks, and in the other the control over the subor- 
dinate officers of his department; with this diffe- 
rence, that when the bank was selected, it would, 
under the act of 1636, be under the control and 
protection of law, but the officers would be com- 
pletely under the control of the head of the depart- 
mentat all times. This is the sum total of the dif- 
ference. If you pass this bill you have the one, 
and if you defeat it you have the other. 

Thus regarding it, and being opposed on consti- 
tutional grounds to receiving any thing but the legal 
currency of the country, or Government securities, 
in the public dues, and to the increase of Executive 
patronage, he could not possibly vote for the bill as 
amended. He was decidedly opposed to al! dis- 
cretionary powers, especially in the Executive 
branch’ of the Government, and this bill would give 
greater than any that has ever passed. It would 
not only give the power to which he has already 
alluded of favoring what bank it pleased, but the 
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controlling power of demanding specie at pleasure 
of the Executive, of any bask it might desire te 
oppress, and abstaining from demanding of those it 
intended to favor... Powers such as these he re- 
garded as incompatible with our free system of Go- 
vernment, and he for one could not consent to con- 
fer them. 


_ But he had other and insuperable objections. In 
giving the bill originally his support, he was go- 
verned by a deep conviction that the total separa- 
tion of the Government and the banks was indis- 
pensabile. He firmly believed that we had reached 
a point where the separation was absolutely neces- 
sary to save both Government.and banks. He was 
under a sirong impression that the banking system 
had reached a point of decrepitude—that great and 
important changes were necessary to save it and 
prevent convulsions, and that the first step was a 
perpetual separation between them and the Govern- 
ment. But there could be, in his opinion, no sepa- 
ration—no divoree—without collecting the public 
dues in the legal and constitutional currency of the 
country. Without that, all would prove a perfect 
delusion, as this bill would prove should it pass. 
We had no constitutional right to treat the notes of 
mere private corporations as cash; and if we did, 
nothing would be done. 


These views, and many others similar, he had 
openly expressed, in which the great body of the 
gentlemen around him had concurred. We stand 
openly pledged to them before the country and the 
world. We had fought the battle manfully and 
snecessfully. The cause was good, and having 
stood the first shock, nothing was necessary, but 
firmuess; standing fast on our position to ensure 
victory—a great and glorious victory in a noble 
canse, which was calculated to effect a more im- 
portant reformation in the condition of society 
than any in our time—he, for one, could not agree 
to terminate all those mighty efforts, at this and 
the extra session, by returning to a complete and 
perfect reunion vith the banks in the worst and 
most dangerous form. He would not belie all 
that he had said and done, by voting for the bill 
as itnow stood amended; and to terminate that 
which was so gloriously begun, in so miserable a 
He could not but feel deeply disappointed 
in what he had reason to apprehend would be the 
result—to have all our efforts and labor thrown 
away, and the hopes of the country disappointed. 
All would be lost! No; he expressed himself too 
strongly. Be the vote what it may, the discussion 
would stand. Light had gone abroad. The pub- 
lic mind had been aroused, for the first time, and 
directed to this great subject. The intelligence of 
the country is every where busy in exploring its 
depths and intricacies, and would not cease to in- 
vestigate till all its labyrinths were traced. The 
seed that has been sown will sprout and grow to 
maturity; the revolution that has been begun will 
go through, be our course what it may. 

The alternative to the rejection of this bill would 
be to do nothing, which, in his opinion, was infi- 
nitely preterabie. It would throw the responsibi- 
lity from this on the opposite side. We would 
thus have done all we could, and if nothing be 
done, theirs would be the fault; and the country 
would hold them responsible. But to pass this bill 
in its present form would be to assume, not only 
the responsibility of acting, butof leaving things 
in a worse condition than we find them; to strike 
the disease deeper into the system, and render it 
more concealed and dangerous, while the attention 
of the patient would be withdrawn for a time 
from his danger. If, on the contrary, we stand 
fast on our principles and professions, and suffer 
the bill to be lost rather than to yield our principles, 
the public attention would be doubly roused; the 
subject would be more fully and perfectly investi- 
gated and understood, and the great cause we have 
so nobly supported would finally and gloriously 
triumph. Let others do as they may, he would 
maintain his position, and stand where he stood in 
1834, and ever since. He could not be driven 
from it when others came to it, and now he could 
not be drawn from itby their departing. To stand 
alone had no terrors for him. [Tt was to him not 
unusual, 
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REMARKS. OF. MR. DROMGOOLE, 
oo Oa Warr Gantag se oo ere 
In the. House: of Representatives, April 19, 1838-~Exe : 
planatory of his amendment ‘offered to ther so: 
lution of his colleague, (Mr. Hoprins.) oe 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, having succeeded in‘ obtain- 
ing the floor, remarked ‘that it had been his. purpose 
on yestérday, when he submiited'the amendment | 
now under consideration, to’ accompany the. same 
with a few observations in explanation. He was, 
however, prevented from fulfilling his intention on 
account of his colleague [M1. Wise] having antici- 
pated him in getting the floor and consuming the 
remainder of the morning hour. If his coll>ague, 
who had again this morning occupied the attention 
of the House, and who had just taken his seat, 
could have farborne for a shòrt time, and waiied 
to hear his (Mr. D’s) intended. explanations, he felt 
confident that the trouble of supposing that the 
slightest imputation or -reflection upon ‘the select 
committees, to which reference had been made, 


might well have been spared. 


{Here Mr. Wise rose, and was understood tosay 
that he owed an apology to his colleague for having 
on yesterday preceded him.] 

Mr. Dromcoore said, in reply, that no apology 
was necessary; that he had not made reference to it 
with any feeling of dissatisfaction, or for the pur- 
pose of censure or complaint; and he took this oc- 
casion to return his colleague his thanks for the 
very prompt and decided manner in which he then 
expressed his determination to sustain the proposed 
amendment. The resolution. offered by his col- 
league [Mr. Horsins] refers to abuses which have 
gradually crept into the practice and proceedings 
of this House, whereby its expenditures have been 
greatly and unnecessarily augmented, Retrench- 
ment and reform is proposed to be systematically 
introduced, and guards are to beset against the re- 
currence of similar abuses and corruptions, and for 
complete security in all future time. Now, said 
Mr. D. the subjects embraced in the proposed 
amendment have an immediate and direct connec- 
tion with the purposes and objects of the original 
resolution. He [Mr. Hopwins} proposes a fa thful 
and comprehensive examination into all extrava- 
gancies and mal-practices; and, in order to pre- 
serve the purity of the press from the arlarming 
corruption engendered by the pa ronage exercised’ 
in the appointment of printer, he deems it indis- 
pensibly necessary that the political journals and 
the public printing shall be entirely d sconnected. 
So troroughly convinced is my honorable colleague, 
that the employment of an editor to exécute the 
printing required to be done by order of this 
House, sheds a baneful and contaminating influ- 
ence over his morals and his ‘political principles, 
that he is constrained to b come the advocate of a 
total and an absolute divorce between the political 
press and the Government p inting; and, further- 
more, with a view to screen them from temptation, 
and preserve their integrity, he wouid provide by 
law, that all conductors of newspapers should’ be 
forever proscribed from being employed to do any 
printing, officially required to be cone, for ‘their 
Government and their conntry. ae 

It had vccurred to him, said Mr. D. that his 
honorable colleague, the mover of the original 
resolution, must have lately espoused the opinions’ 
now held by him, and must have very recently be- 
come a convert to the doctrines now promulgated. 
As they have not heretofore been avowed and ad- 
vocated, it would seem to be not an improbable 
conjecture that they have been produced by serious 
reflection upcn the circumstances’ connected with 
the last election of printer by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Sir, the candidates on that occasion, 
the protracted struggle, the interest and the excite- 
ment manifested, are still freshly remembered by 
all. After the close of the election, with but little 
delay, and with remarkable proinptitade, it was 
announced in the National Intelligencer that the 
printing would be exccuted in that office, and not 
in the office of the elected printer, who was not 
prepared to do it. ; 

It is the eurrént rumor that such is still the 
arrangement. : ig Ea i 

Before Mr. D., proceeded to state the reasons 
and. considérations which, in his mind,” amply 
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sustained and justified an investigation into the 
conduct of the public printer, and into the manner 
in which the duties of his office were discharged, 
he would barely advert to a remark made by his 
colleague (Mr. Wise] on yesterday. He spoke of 
the spirit of the resolution (my amendment) and 
the spivif in which it was offered. ‘That the in- 
quiry asked by me, said Mr. D. is not improper in 
itsspirit, its tendency, or its purpose, a meré re- 
ference to the fact that it elicited the ready and 
unqualified avowal of support from my colleague 
himself, ought to be received for conclusive proof 
as to him. As regards myself, sir, I.trust I mani- 
fested no improper spirit, and was guilty of no 
indecorous conduct. : 

1 endeavored, on that occasion, as I always do, 
to observe decorum and- propriety, and to conform 
to the rules of the House. Whether an officer of 
this House discharges his duties faithfully, and 
complies honestly with the terms and conditions of 
his appointment, is unquestionably a fair and: pro- 
per subject of inquiry. Surely it will not be denied, 
or even doubted, that the House of Representatives 
may supervise an officer of their own appointment, 
and examine whether the office itself is correctly 
administered. Neither the power to examine, or. 
the propriety of exercising it, can be questioned. If 
the information sought could only serve to gratify 
party spleen, then it would be- vain, and idle, and 
useless, to purswe it; if it could only serve to harass 
an innocent and faithful officer, and inflict a wound 
upon honorable and sensitive pride of feeling, then 
to urge the investigation would be wanton cruelty. 
But public and paramount considerations require a 
full disclosure of all the suspicious circumstances 
connected with the subject of the printing, and they 
demand that any information obtained shall be ap- | 
plied to useful and practical purposes. 

If, Mr. Speaker, the fact shall be disclosed that 
the individual elected printer hold the office nomi- 
nally only, performs none-of its duties, and yet re- 
ceives a certain stipulated profit, dependent on no 
contingency whatsoever; does he not palpably and 
shamefully enjoy a sinecure at. ourhands? -If he 
receives a fixed and certain sum, and allows or 
agrees for others, in consideration of this sum paid 
to him by them, to perform all the business of the 
office and receive the entire proceeds, and they also 
realize profits, is it not strong presumptive, if not 
conclusive, evidence that the rates paid for print- 
ing are extravagant, and that they ought to be re- 
duced. ‘The question also is suggested whether the 
public. printer can farm, let out, or depute, the 
business of his office? And if he can, whe- 
ther an agreement that the person deputed must ! 
pay a certain, fixed, and in no way contingent 
sum, and for the same be allowed to receive the | 
entite proceeds of the office, whatever they may be, 
is it not a question whether such an agreement is 
not immoral, fraudulent, corrupt, void? Nay, more: | 
Does not the transfer of the entire business and pro- | 
ceeds of an office for a certain and fixed sum, in- | 
volve the disgiaceful and criminal offence of selling | 
an office? If there was an agreement or under- į 
standing subsisting prior to the consummation of | 
the election, that one of the parties was to stand 
the successful applicant, and that there should be a 
joint participation in the proceeds of the office ob- 
tained, a division of the spoils, does not such an 
agreement also. come within the English statute 
against the sale of offices, the provisions and prin- 
ciples of which have, Í believe, been generally in- | 
troduced into this country? 

In every aspect of the case, in every point of view, 
a full development of all the facts and. circum- 
stances is requisite. Rumors, and. suspicions, 
and doubts, ought to be made to give way | 
to ascertained and established truths. I have not, 
said Mr. D. any personal. knowledge of the matter: 
But let all be disclosed—let nothing be concealed— 
integrity and honer will scorn concealment—they 
will eagerly. embrace every. opportunity for their 
vindication, If improprieties are detected—if cor- 
rupt practices are exposed to view, we may per- 
haps beable to devise an adequate remedy for 
their present correction, and an efficient precaution 
against their fature recurrence. Let us, however, 
look at this matter in one other point of view. An 
individual seeks an office—he requests and permits | 
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his immediate friends and supporters torecommend 


him as qualified and competent: he suc- 
ceeds. In the sequel, it appears that he was in no 
wise prepared to perform the duties of the office; 
that from his condition and circumstances he could 
not possibly perform them; that he had sought the 
office from a combined desire of pecuniary and 
political speculation; that he did not intend, at the 
time, to execute the business connected with the 
appointment, but designed to transfer it to others 
for pay. In the eyes of all honorable men, would 
not such an individual appear, unmasked, an impu- 
dent and unprincipled impostor? And what ought 
to be the mortification and chagrin of honorable, 
but deceived and disappointed, friends? ; 

Mr. D. repeated, that the conduct of an officer of 
tbe House was a proper subject of investigation— 
that it was perfectly fair and legitimate to inquire 
how he had performed his duty. Indeed, he had 
heard of no objection from any quarter, except 
that he understood that the nominal printer himself 
very strongly objected. This, said Mr. D. is very 
natural. 

Now, sir, said Mr. D. in reference to other topics 
embraced in the amendment, what was proposed? 
It was proposed to ascertain the améunt of expen- 
diture incurred in consequence of the appointment 
of certain select committees of investigation. It is 
not. designed or intended to cast any, the slightest, 
reflection upon these committees: the purpose is 
to show how various items of expenditure have 
been incurred by the action of those committees, 
and thereby explain, to some extent, the cause of 
the augmented expenses of this House. Itis to 
an improper and erroneous proceeding of this 
House, and of course I embrace all, without dis- 
tinction of party, who have concurred in clothing 
committees with general and indefinite powers, 
that very heavy portions of ovr expenses is to be 
ascribed. It is known, said Mr. D. that I have 
uniformly opposed authorizing our committees to 
send for, and require, the attendance of any 
and every citizen throughout the whole community, 
at their mere will.. He believed that the commit- 
tees placed an improper construction en the power 


| to send for persons, when they interpreted it to 


mean an authority to issue a subpcena to compel the 
attendance of witnesses. There appeared to his 
mind a clear distinction between the act of sending 
for a person to give information to a committee, 
and the power of issuing a compulscry process re~ 
quiring the presence of a witness io be examined 
upon oath. Let it not be said that the mere au- 
thority to send for persons is vain and useless, and 
can answer no practical purpose. It is to be pre- 
sumed that every good and creditable citizen is 
ever ready, voluntarily, to impart any information 
in his possession deemed useful to his Government 
or his country. Nor let it he said, that we have no 
security that statements, made by persons attending, 
by request, will be fuil and correct. [tis the solemn 
duty of a person under such circumstances to tell the 
truth; it is the unquestioned right of the House to 
seek, through the organ of a committee, pertinent 
and useful information; and he who shail suppress 
the truth, give false and delusive statements, pre- 
varicate or equivocate, trifles with the authority of 
the House, is guilty of contempt, and may be pun- 
ished. Mr. D. said that he wholly denied that 
under the expression “ to send for persons,” was 
covered the pewer to issue subpcenas; and he fur- 
ther denied that the House couid, by express grant, 
delegate any such power. A subpeena is a 
peremptory command, under a penalty, to attend 
and testify. No person will pretend that a com- 
mittee can exact a penalty, or inflict a punish- 
ment, for contempt. A subpena from a committee, 
therefore, is quite an idle and impotent process. 
The rules adopted for our government, said Mr. 


` D. expressly provide that subpoenas are to issue by 


order of this House, and are to be signed by the 
presiding officer. The Manual to which we have 
always referred as authority, and which has lately 
been adopted by express order, states explicitly 
that subpoenas for witnesses shall not be issued in 
blank, and refers to authority to sustain it. This 
he believed was the long established and invariable 
practice of the British House of Commons, from 
which we derive all our parliamentary precedents. 


When a- member pro that a witness shall be 
required to attend and testify, he is caused to name 
the witness to the House, and sometimes perhaps 


‘to state the importance and materiality of the ex- 


pected testimony. : Er : 

[Mr. Garuanp of Virginia said, that as he was 
a member of the first investigating’ committee re- 
ferred to in the amendment proposed by his hono- 
rable colleague, and its chairman, it was proper 
that he should state, that when he was first applied 
to to issue a subpoena for a witness, he declined, 
and sent the subpæna to the Speaker, who also de- 
clined, saying it was the duiy of-the chairman. 
In this opinion, upon an interview with that offi- 
cer, Mr. G. acquiesced, and issued all the subpoe- 
nas which went out during the investigation.] 

Mr. Dromacote said, that he had heretofore re- 
marked, and now repeated, that he intended not to 
impute blame or censure to any one. He believed 
that the House had always silently acquiesced in, 
if it had not formally sanctioned,.such. practice. 
He maintained, however, that the practice was fun- 
damentally wrong, and in violation of the written 
rules of the House and of parliamentary usage. 
His great object was to have an exhibition of the 
consequences of this illegal exercise of power, with 
a view to its correction.. Fle understood that these 
investigating committees exercised the power of 
commanding the attendance of witnesses, at their 
pleasure, from the remotest sections of the Union, 
without naming them to the House, and without 
any averment of their supposed. materiality. And 
he had understood that they. had gone still one step 
further, and had actually issued commissions and 
appointed commissioners to take deposiiions 
when and where they pleased. Can the grant 
of power to command the attendance of witnesses, 
and subject them toa personal examination before 
a committee, be fairly and properly construed into 
a grant of authcrity to appoint and empower com- 
missioners to take depositions? Now he maintained 
that it was the grant of inis indefinite and latitudin- 
ous power, or the silent permission to exercise il, 
which had swelled the expenses of this House to a 
greater amount than would have been otherwise 
the case. Whenever it shall be proper to examine 
wiinesses before a committee, and procure testimony 
for the use of the House, let thera be named to the 
House, and let the direct and undoubted authority 
of the House be exerted to insure their attendance. 
The desired evidence will thus b? more certainly 
obtamed, in a mode free from objection or doubt; 
whilst we shall have a better security of the peace 
and comfort of the citizen, and of individual liberty, 
from useless and unnecessary disturbance and 
vexation, than when left exposed to the caprice or 
mercy of a bare majority of an investigating com- 
mittee. It was, then, in the hope, that by showing 
how the expenses of this House were lable to be 
greatly and improperly angmented, and how, pos- 
sibly, power might be wantonly and capriciously 
exerted, by a very few members, to the great incon- 
venience, if not oppression, of the citizen, these 
aberrations would be restrained, and correct princi- 
ples and practices revived. Such was his object 
in desiring this branch of the information. The 
sate course of remarks would apply with equal 
force to the information called for in reference to 
investigations by the Committee on the Judiciary. 

There was another item of expenditure em- 
braced in the proposed amendment. He alluled 
to the expense incurred for printing a large edition 
of the rules and orders of the House, together with 
Jefferson’s Manual. How many copies were em- 
braced in the order, he did not recollect; one or two 
thousand he believed. Now the investigation 
might shew that a heavy expense had been ineur- 
red on this account; and, if so, it would be the daty 
of the House to guard against it for the future, or 
at least to take some measure to prevent the neces- 
sity of another edition within any short time. The 
plan which at present suggested itself to his mind 
was, that the copies should be carefully preserved 
for the use of the members, as the property of the 
House. They might be deposited in the Library 
of the House of Representatives, be taken out by 
members at the commencement, and returned ai 
the close, of each session. This would save the 
expense of another edition of the Manual. 
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[Here Mr. Mercer rose and reminded his col- 
league that, in reference to the printing of Jeffer- 
son’s Manual, that work had been made a part of 
the rules of the House, where it did not conflict - 
with them.] i 3 

Mr. Dromcoore was fully aware of that 
fact. He believed that his colleague was 
chairman of the committee that reported the 
revised rules at the extra session, includ- 
ing the order for the adoption of Jefferson's 
Manual as a part of them; and it was upon 
that gentleman’s. motion, inthe first instance, and 
a subsequent motion of the gentleman trom Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] who sits near me, that the 
printing of a large edition of the work was directed, 
it was certainly with no view of atlaching blame to 
any one, that he sought for this information. Tt 
was for the purpose of avoiding a repetition of the 
expenditure. The matter had presented itself to 
his consideration, and he thought it not an impro- 
per subject for the attention of the proposed com- 
initlee, 


In what he had proposed, said Mr. D. he had no 
design of precluding his honorable colleague, the 
mover of the resolution, from going into the most 
full and ample investigation of all other topics 
deemed to come within its scope. His colleague 
proposed, he believed, to provide, by law, for pre- 
venting the employment of any conductor of a po- 
litical journal in the execution of the public print- 
ing. Whether he should ultimately concur with 
his honorable colleague [Mr. Horxins]} in that ob- 
ject, he could not then say. Te would hear the 
reasons for it, weigh them dispassionately, and be 
governed by his best convictions of duty. It would 
take, however, very strong reasons indeed to induce 
him to vote for a law, proscribing, in advance, any 
individual orclass of individuals from being employ- 
ed in the public service. If it was wrong to elect 
the conductor of a political journal to do the p ublic 
printing, in the estimation of a majority of the 
House; if it had, on account of the patronage 'be- 
stowed, a corrupting effect, let them decline to elect 
an editor, and select À practical, professional prin- 
ter. According to the present impressions of his 
mind, he was not disposed to pass a proscriptive 
law. 


Mr. D. said, surely he had no inclination to 
blame the zeal of his honorable colleague, (Mr. 
Horxins,] who moved the original resolution, for 
desiring to withhol! all the patronage of Govern- 
ment from political journals. It would be recol- 
lected that a short time before a colleague of theirs 
(Mr. Parron,] vacated h's seat, he had, under the 
direction of the Library Committee moved fora 
very large subscription, for the use of the mem- 
bers, to a political journal, (Niles’s Register,) the 
expense whereof would exceed, according to caleu- 
lations submitted at the time, $12,000 per annum. 
Mr. D. had been opposed to the adoption of that 
resolution; it proposed a direct patronage of the 
press for the individual purposes of the members. 
He, with others opposed to it, succeeded in laying 
it on the table, and it was but a reasonable conclu- 
sion that those who refused to lay it on the table 
were in favor of its adoption. If Mr. D. was not 
mistaken, his colleague [Mr. Hoparns] voted 
against laying it on the table. ‘This proposition 
was a direct proffer of Government patronage to a 
political journal, and moreover looked pretty much 
as if it squinted at a censorship over said journal. 
Here, sir, isthe resolution reported by “Mr. Pat- 
ToN, from the Committee on the Library:” 


“Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentatives be directed to subscribe for ten num- 
bers of “Niles’s Register’ for each member cf the 
House, to be delivered once a week: Provided, The 
editor of said Register will agree to publish in, or 
as a part of, said work, at least once a week, under 
the direction of the Clerk, the Journals of the 
House, with the yeas and nays on all questions: 
Provided, further, That the editor of said Register 
will also agree to publish, at the end of every Ses- 
sion of Congress, under the direction of the said of- 
ficer, a supplement to said work, containing all the 
laws passed thereat, and treaties ratified by the Se- 
nate: to which shall be prefixed a copioùs index, to 
be approved of by said officer, and furnish one 
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copy thereof, free of charge, to each member of 
Congress for the time being.” 

Mr. D. did not aliud: to this, for the purpose ef 
making any charge of inconsistency upon his ho- 
norable colleague, but merely that it might be sen 
that those whe complain of the baneful influence 
of Government patronage over the press, some- 
times, unwarily perhaps, give votes having the 
appearance of bestowing that very patronage so 
strongly deprecated. 

Mr. D. knew that it was very common for gen- 
tlemen to talk about the corruption of the press, by 
the influence of the patronage of the Government; 
and he knew that the subject of venal editors,and a 
subsidized press, filled up much of the ordinary 
and regular declamation of the day. 

Mauch of these charges, or all of them, may be 
true; and if so, are they not alike, and equally, ap- 
plicable to all political parties? How far the elec- 
tion of printer by this House may corrupt or influ- 
ence the course of the political journal under his 
direction, he would not undertake to decide. Nor 
would he undertake to declare that a person might 
not be influenced by unworthy motives in seeking 
the office, and that he might not commit an act of 
corruption in the very management or contrivance 
by which he effected his election. 


In relation to the present nominal printer to this 
House, Mr. D. said he did not mean to affirm or 
deny any thing in reference to any influence which 
his election may have had upon the course of his 
paper. It was no part of his business or purpose 
to inquire if that paper had faithfully fulfilled its 
prospective promises. It was no concern of his to 
know whether a prudent observation of the co- 
operating political influences which were visible in 
his election had not had some effect in regulating 
the tone, the temper, and character of its articles. 
No: it was a matter of no moment to him to be 
informed if this paper has not, by a natural and 
gradual process, accommodated itself to the opi- 
nions and views of those to whom it is known that 
the editor was mainly indebted for his appointment. 
Of the course of that paper, Mr. D. said he had 
but little knowledge, and certainly cared nothing at 
all about it. He had nothing to do with the news- 
paper or its concerns. His proposition applied to 
the printer to this Honse, 

But, said Mr. D. these charges and rumors of 
profligacy and corruption are constantly reiterated. 
They are not confined to one party alone. Itis not 
always the same party egainst whom the missiles 
are hurled by their adversaries. The adversary 
party in their turn have to ward off blows levelled at 
them, some times with force and directness. Sir, 
crimination and recrimination is the employment 
of opposing parties almost without intermission. 
Why, said Mr. D. he had seen the charge going the 
rounds that a strong combined effort was making 
to raise an extensive fund to buy and establish a 
press, and to employ a competent editor to publish 
a new political journal in this city; and a circular, 
purporting to be signed by three members of this 
TLouse, soliciting liberal contributions for the sup- 
port of the establishment, has been very conspicu- 
ously exhibited to the public attention. In relation 
to this matter, he had not a single remark to make, 
either asto the truth of the charge, or the propriety 
of the measure. 


Mr. D. said that he would take the liberty of 
briefly adverting to one remark made on yesterday 
by his colleague, [Mr. Wiss,] in reference to ano- 
ther subject. His colleague had taken occasion ta 
refer to him as one of those belonging to what was 
denominated the Divorce party—that party which 
was in favor of the Independent Treasury bill. 
Now, he did not complain of this allusion of his 
colleague, but he was at a loss to perceive the con- 
nection between that question and the one now be- 
fore the House. Mr. D. however, had no objec- 
tion to avowing, at this or any other time, his opi- 
nions on that subject. He was one of those who 
wished to organize the Treasury of the United 
States upon its true constitutional ground, and to 
disconnect it entirely and wholly from its union 
with State institutions. He believed that good po- 
licy required it; that past experience demonstrated 
its necessity, and he believed it to be according to 
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the spirit of the Constitution,.and.txe-obvious in- 
tention of. the framers of that instrafnent. He was 
well satisfied, from. reason and. reflection, as well 
as from the lights offormer experiments, that the 
State banks, from their limited and local character, 
and from. their separate and unconnected. existence, 
under differeut State. authorities, could never har- 
moniously, adequately, and efficiently, perform. the 
functions of fiscal agents to the Federal Govern- 
ment. . he 

Mr. D. observed that it was a principle long 
established in Virginia, that the ‘business and ope- 
rations of each Government, State and Federal, 
should be kept separate and distinct. © That each 
Government should beconfined to its own orbit— 
that each should separately exercise its.own ap- 
propriate powers—that the officesand the adminis- 
tration of the two Governments should not be uni- 
ted or blended in the same persons—are in the 
good old Commonwealth of Virginia, regarded as 
cardinal doctrines. The proposed connection . be- 
tween the banks and the Federal Government—the 
mixture of the revenues of the two Governments 
in the hands of a common fiscal agent—the trans- 
fusion of the moneys of the Federal Government 
into the business of corporations—-are a palpable 
violation of the political creed of Virginia, which 
she has constantly and ardently cherished. > Such 
was the wakeful jealousy on this subject~-such 
the anxious desire to. establish and secure 
this great principle of State sovereignty, (doubtless 
to guard effectually against any sinister influence 
on the part of the Federal Government)—that at the 
very first session after the Virginia Convention had 
ratified the Federal Constitution, the Legislature 
enacted that any person holding any office or place, 
any commission or appointment whatscever, 
whether any pay or emolument was attached there- 
to or not, or if in any way accepting or receiving 
any emolument whatever, should be entirely dis- 
qualified for holding any office in the State. And 
the preamble of the act, after reciting that the con- 
vention had assented to the Federal Constitution 
and the creation of a Federal Government, declares 
that ‘ it is judged expedient and necessary that all 
those employed in the administration of said Go- 
vernment ought to be disqualified from holding or 
administering any office or place whatsoever under 
the Government of the Commonwealth.” 


This was the doctrine maintained from the first 
by the Revolutionary fathers of the Old Dominion, 
and solemnly embodied into law in 1788, at the 
session that intervened between the act of ratifica- 
tion and the commencement of the Federal Go- 
vernment. From that period to the present it has 
been carefully preserved among our living sta- 
tutes. And for the purpose of upholding the same 
principle of keeping the State and all its institutions 
exempt from any improper influence or inter- 
ference by the Federal Government, it is apart of 
our fundamental law, a provision of our amended 
Constitution, that certain persons in the service of 
the United States shall be incapable of exercising 
the elective franchise. Mr. D. unhesitatingly 
avowed that he was one of those who advocated 
an entire separation between the revenues of 
the Federal Government and «the State banks. 
When that vitally important subject. came up 
for regular discussion, he hoped to have an 
opportunity of giving his views on it at length; 
and be thought he did not deceive himself: in. sup- 
posing that upon that occasion, or upon his retùrn 
to the district which he had the honor‘to represent, 
he could give satisfactory reasons to his constituents 
for the course which he should deem it-his daty to 
pursue. At present he would say no more on this 
topic, for he knew that remarks-on it were not per- 
tinent to the subject matter under consideration; but 
this mach he had felt constrained to say, in conse- 
quence of the direct allusion made to his opinions 
by his colleague, (Mr. Wisr.] ; 


He would not longer detain the House, and 
hoped that his amendment would be at orce adopt- 
ed, and that the whole resolation might pass, so 
that his colleague, [Mr. Hopxins,] the original 
mover, raight, without further delay, commence a 
faithful and comprehensive investigation, with a 
view to retrenchment and reforms) 07" 


April 1838. 
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PROTECTION OF THE ABORIGINES. 


SPEECH OF MR. TIPTON, | 
Or I[nprana, 

In Senate, April 18, 1838—On the bill to provide for 
the securily and protection of the emigrant and 
other Indians west of the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas. : 
Mr. TIPTON addresséd the Senate as follows: 
I am happy to find that we have reached this bill 

in the regular order of our business. I consider it 

the most important measure, with, perhaps, one ex- 
ception, ef any that has, or is likely to come before 
us at the present session of Congress. Ifeel much 
diffidence in attempting to speak on any question in 
this Senate, composed of members so much better 
qualified to throw light on every subject they dis- 
cuss than I can pretendto be, but the position I oc- 

cupy here seems to make it my duty to submit a 

few remarks explaining the views of the Commit- 

tee of Indian Affairs, and my own opinion, on this 
important measure. - 

On the success of this measure materially depends 
the character of our Government, in regard to its 
treatment of the aborigines of our country, and 
upon it also depends the existence of the Indians as 
a separate and distinct race of people. The re- 
moval of the Indians from the east to the west side 
of the Mississippi, and of. giving them a Govern- 
ment and laws, has been the settled policy of this 
Government for many years; it has been ably dis- 
cussed both in this and the other branch of Con- 
gress, and is,so far as my information extends, 
unanimously approved by the people. The subject 
has been favorably reported on by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate at three successive 
sessions of Cengress, but the posture of our Indian 
relations for three years past, has prevented us 
from urging it to a final decision. I am happy to 
be able to say that, in the opinion of the friends of 
the measure, the time has’arrived when Congress 

-should act definitely on-the subject. We think it 
very desirable that this bill should become a law 
before the present session closes. ; 

. In the remarks which I am about to submit to 
the Senate, I propose to say something concerning 
the condition of the aborigines of North America 
when ovr forefathers took possession of their coun- 
try,of the effects of our laws regulating trade and 
intercourse with these people, and to contrast the 
cost of administering the intercourse laws among 
our Indians with what will be the expenses of ad- 
ministering the government under which it is pro- 
posed to place them by the bill before us. I hope 
to be able to show to the satisfaction of the Senate 
and the country, that a better form of Government 
can be established and administered for them at a 
saving to the United States of sixty per cent. on 
the sums annually expended, as our law now stands, 
for the Indians of the proposed Territory. 

I cannot doubt that, if we pass the bill, andif 
the superintendence of the Territory, and the execu- 
tion of the plan proposed by the Committee of In- 
dian Affairs, be placed in the hands of experienced, 
talented and honest men, the next generation of In- 
dians in the territory may dispense with the agents 
of the United Smtes, and become their own agents, 
their own merchants, their own mechanics, manu- 
facturers, legislators and lawyers—become a civil 
community, depending on their own exertions for exis- 
tence, ‘and independent. of all others. 

It appears to me that in our system of govern- 
ment no part is so imperfectly understood as that 
which relates to Indian affairs, and none more ur- 
gently calls for reform. My residence for the last 
sixteen years has been near the Indians, during 
which time I have had the honor of serving the 
Government in various capacities in the transact- 
ing of business with them. The relations which I 
have sustained to the subject when in and near the 
Indian country, and when acting with you in this 
place, have afforded opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with it, which few have enjoyed. I should 
have been dull, indeed, had I not by this time learn- 
ed something in relation to this matter, and, with 
what I have learned, I must now declare that I 
should be an unfaithful Senator, and an unfeeling 
neighbor to the Indians, were I to remain silent up- 
on this occasion. 
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Under the healthful infinence of our institutions, 
there has, for a few years past, been a rapid in- 
crease of kind feeling for the suffering Indians, and 
almost every act of the Government, in relation to 
them, is marked with increased liberality. But, I 
am sorry to say, that I know, from personal obser- 
vation, that the benevolent designs cf Government 
towards this unfortunate race of men are seldom 
accomplished. We are conscious of our superior- 
ity over them; we are not dependent upon them; 
we do not fear them. Still, we are not the less 
kind towards them on account of our superiority. 
Were the United States Government capable of 
acting towards the Indians from selfish motives, 
destitute of kindness, and regardless of the princi- 
ples of humanity, it could at once coerce them be- 
yond the sphere of vexation, and beyond the ne- 
cessity of legislating for them, But, in the pleni- 
tude of our power, we are not regardless of their 
interests. We legislate for their relief every year; 
we are spending millions of money, and are send- 
ing numerous agents to relieve and protect them. 
We discard the hateful principle of exclusive sel- 
fishness. 
wards them; by a desire to do them good. 

Now, I know, sir, by personal acquaintance with 
the subject, that, with slight exceptions, our well- 
meant efforts have injured rather than benefitted 
them. They who have had an opportunity of see- 
ing the Indians at their homes—no, I recall the ex- 
pression, for they have no homes; but they who 
have enjoyed the opportunity of witnessing the 
effects of our intercourse laws and regulations on 
them in the places where they have existed—must, 


I think, attest the trath of my remark; while they | 
who have been at a greater distance from them, | 
may infer its truth from the fact that, with all that | 


has been done for them, they, as a people, have not 
prospered. It is true, a few thousands of them 


may be classed with civilized men, yet, taken asa ; 
whole, a general decline, which has been in pro- | 


gress ever since the white man first set his foot on 
the American continent, has not been arrested—as 
a people they are still perishing. 

If this position be true, what follows? Why, 
sir, that we should change our policy towards them. 
This necessary change is intended to be provided 
fur by the bill now on your table. f 

If there were not something wrong in principle 
in our former policy, and injudicious in its applica- 
tion, has it resulted in disappointment? Why 
have not the Indians prospered under it? Like 
causes will produce like effects. There are causes 
which result in the improvement of other people; 


these causes have not been brought to operate upon | 


the Indian tribes, or they, too, would have been 
improved; unless we believe, as some of the early 
superstitious Spaniards believed, that the Indians 
are unsusceptible of improvement. 

With regard to mental ability, we have no reason 
to believe that they would suffer by a comparison 
with any other people. Some minds are more ob- 
tuse than others, and rece've instruction in the arts 
of living, and in sublimer science, more slowly; but 
it would be preposterous to suppose that a whole 
nation of people were destitute of capacity to im- 
prove their condition; and that generation afier 
generation should pass away under these mental 
inabilities. No such thing has happened in regard 
fe other people, and no such thing ever should have 

een attributed to the aborigines of America. © 

Are they not human beings, possessing all the 
passions of rational man, and all the powers of 
thought which belong to the haman mind? If they 
are not of our stock—if they are net human, why 
legislate for them in the manner that we do? But 


we know that they are human beings, possessing | 
the faculties of human understanding; and it is no | 


cr 


less certain that they are capable of being im- 
proved in their condition. There may exist causes 
to retard improvement, but not to render it im- 
practicable. If we have sought their improvement 
unsuccessfully, it is because we have not sought 
it by suitable means. The failure is in conse- 
quence of anerror on our part, and not because 
the Indians are incapable of improvement. 

The circumsiances of men may be changed; 
Governments may be destroyed, and others may 
succeed them. Convulsions may remoye moun- 


We are actuated by kind feelings to- | 


| 


Senate. 


tains, and fill their places with seas; still the laws 
of nature remain unchangeable. If we were told 
that fish had left the sea for want of capacity to 
enjoy the element of water, and were breathing 
upon land; or that fowls, which haq been formed 
to fly in the heavens, had become averse to air, 
and were winging their way through the briny 
deep, the boldest assertions would not be believed, 
because they would be at variance with the known 
laws of nature. No less absurdity is attached to 
the conclusion, that though the Indians are rational 
beings, they are unlike all other rational beings 
in regard to some mental or constitutional defect ; 
or, if they possess the faculties and passions of 
other people, they will nevertheless render them- 
selves different from all, by chcosing a course 
which others would not—a course of wretehedness 
during a brief existence, and ending in utter ruin. 
Such things would be contrary to the laws of na- 
ture as they operate upon rational beings, and 
such absurdities ought never to have’ obtained 
credence among civilized men. 

Other nations, itis true, have disappeared, but 
not from the causes to which Indian decline has 
been attributed, to wit: an inveterate aversion to 
improvement, entailed upon generation after gene- 
ration, and which is to continue until they dis- 
appear from the face of the garth. Nations may 
be conquered by others more powerful, and the 
vanquished may disappear by amalgamation with 
their conquerors, or may sink into oblivion under 
their oppressions; but neither of these” causes 
operates upon the Indians. They are not, at this 
time, sinking under positive oppression, because, 
on the conwary, we are kindly seeking their pre- 
servation. Neither are they disappearing by amal- 
gamation with their conquerors. They remain a 
distinct class of people, with separate interests, 

On the discovery of America, some millions of 
aborigines lined the Atlantic coast, where, at this 
time, scarcely one is found. Where are they? 
In relation to many tribes, the inquiry is made in 
vain. They have disappeared. Not a vestige of 
them is now to be found, not even a stone to tell 
where they lie. They bave no record in history, 
except the obscure traces which are barely suffi- 
cient to enable us to conjecture that once they were 
here. We have reason to believe that both the 
name and the existence of some tribes have been 
obliterated from the recollections of man. They 
have melted away before the approaching whites 
like snow beneath the beams of ihe sun. They 
who have been most exposed to the blighting 
emanations of their conquerors, have been the 
first to disappear. More remote tribes, npon 
which these evils operate more indirectly, have 
been jess injured by them. Looking after them, we 
perceive some fragments of tribes remaining, and 
numbers increase as we go back from the people 
from whom emanates their ruin. Destrnetion has 
marked the way they have gone; and wherever 


| we find them in contact with the white man, they 


are on the decline. 

There is something painful in the reflection that 
these people were once numerous, and that by our 
approach they have been reduced toa few. It is 
natural that we should feel averse to the admission 
that the true causes of their decline are to be found 
among us. Hence we have sought for the seat of 
the disease among them; but, in my Judgment, it is 
not there to be found. 

That the true cause of Indian decline does not 
originate with them, I undertake to prove from 
another consideration. Our inquiries whence, by 
what means, and at what period they came to 
America, can never be answered bat by conjecture; 
bat none ean suppose that they were thrown upon 
this continent in greater numbers than we found 
them. There are many reasons for suppesing that 
ihe number which first reached our continent was 


| very small, and that this small band increased to 


millions. If the causes which produce Indian de- 
cline are of Indian origin, and are peculiar to 
themselves, how did it happen that they increased 
from afew to many? Are they at this time de- 
creasing under causes which at that ime produced 
increase? Have the laws of natwe changed? 
The case is too plain to be misunderstood. A 
few Indians increased to many millions under the 


257TH Cona++-+2np SESS. 
privations of savage life. . he white man came, and 
trom that mc ment they have declined. We brought 
wilh us from Europe the bane that prodneed a 
rapid diminution of numbers, and from us a wast- 
ing influence has constantly emanated. 

In our unwillingness to admit that we had occa- 
sioned the rapid decline of this people, it has been 
reported that, prior to the arrival of our pilgrim 
fathers, whole tribes had been destroyed by pesti- 
lence on the New England coasts; and hence it has 
been inferred that, m order to make room for the 
whites, Providence, before their arrival, had com- 
menced. the work of destroying the aborigines; but 
that such a destroying pestilence had raged to the 
depopulation of the country, lacks proof. What 
disease was it? Why has it not attacked a tribe 
since our arrival? o1, how have we escaped it? 
We hear of the small-pox destroying thousands in 
the course of a few months, and we hear of the 
ravages of other diseases which we have intro- 
duced into the country, but we hear nothing of the 
wastings of the disease which is said to have slain 
its myriads a year or two before the landing of 
the pilgrims. 

We who are acquainted with wilderness coun- 
tries, inhabited by Indians in the West, are at no 
loss to account for the mistake of supposing that 
villages had been destroyed by a plague. Indians 
frequently change their places of residence; and 
we frequently discover places on which were once 
Indian villages, abandoned by the inhabitants, be- 
cause of the superior eligibility of other places. 
Similar causes, it is probable, occasioned the aban- 
donment of Indian villages, discovered by early 
European emigrants, and the story of the destruc- 
tion of the Indians most likely originated in this 
preconceived opinion of the whites. 

The causes of the rapid decline of the Indians 
evidently exist among us, and therefore, must be 
within our reach, and under our control. It is no 
less evident, that in this matter we have labored 
under some mistake of vital import—a mistake 
which we have already seen has rendered abortive 
our efforts todo them good. True, eflorts of the 
benevolent have, in no instance, I believe, been 
entirely unsuccessful—a few have been benefitted; 
but I speak of the Indians in the aggregate; and, 
asa whole, they have constantly been on the de- 
cline. 

That we should have labored so long under a vi- 
tal mistake, is rather unaccountable. I suppcse 
that one cause of our crror has been, that we have 
overlooked the fact that the condition of the Ameri- 
can Indians is an anamoly in the history of man, No 
uation of people ever was similarly situated,either as 
it regards their own barbarous condition as a peo- 
ple, or as it respects their relation to others. In our 
reasoning, we have supposed a similarity of con- 
dition where it did not exist, and, consequently, we 
have drawn conclusions from premises which were 
true only of others. The barbarians of ancient 
Greece, who deified a man for the improvement he 
effected in society by teaching men to eat acorns 
instead of weeds, we now feel confident existed 
only in fable, as did a thousand other things of 
which we have been told. . The world has not fur- 
nished a case parallel to the one under considera- 
tion. On this account mush of our fireside theory 
has been erroneous. At a distance from the In- 
dians, we have indulged in speculations which 
were inapplicable to them. More practical know- 
ledge of their true condition, and of what ought to 
be done for their improvement, could be acquired 
by a month’s residence in their villages, than by 
seven years’ theorising at a distance of a thousand 
miles from them. saan axl 

But our errors appear the more astonishing in- 
asmuch as we seem to have looked for effects in 
the absence of causes. We have looked for im- 
provement when the essential means of improve- 
ment had been wanting. Then,in our disappoint- 
ment, we have, with still greater absurdity if pos- 
sible, attributed to the savage some peculiar pro- 
pensity which belonged to no other nation of peo- 
ple—an unnatural passion for war, for hunting, 
&e, 

Í have assumed what admits of ample proof, but 
which I presume few will deny, that the history of 
man does not furnish a case similar to that of the 
American Indians. Here, in the commencement 
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of savage life we may say, for the first time, we 
find man lefiin a state of nature, to seek subsist- 
ence from spontaneous productions. Without an 
imp-ement of iron with which to fell a tree, to till 
the ground, to butcher an animal of the forest for 
food, or to catch a fish in the waters, or even to 
dig a root from the earth. No Spinning wheel, or 
loom on which to manufacture a garment, and no 
seed corn from the mother country. Here man 
begins existence as in another world, where all is 
unknown except the brook at which he slakes his 
thirst. They have every thing ta learn, and the 
brevity of life, especially under the calamities of 
this new state of things, soon deprives the destitute 
company of profitable recollections of the arts of 
life in the mother country. No book of record 
preserves the story, or directs succeeding genera- 
tions to improve their condition by telling them of 
what is done in other lands. Tradition alone tells 
of the past, but here are no regular institutions to 
preserve the veracity of tradition. Commencing 
under these disadvantages, and with the wilderness 
of our continent before them, they remained barba- 
rians, and so would any other race of men have 
remained under similar cirerumetances. 

But, it may be objected, that many of the tribes 
near us, and especially those which the bill before 
us concerns, have seen the operations and advan- 
tages of civilization, bat have not abandoned their 
wild habits. For this, Į answer, many reasons are 
athand. As civilization has approached them on 
one side, they have been encouraged to recede 
from it. Our prejudices have stamped upon them 


“a mark of inferiority, in consequence of which they 


are thrown out of geod society, and into that which 
is worst, — Such disadvantages as these, the exist- 
ence of which are admitted by all, produce their 
evil effects; but, such as these are the mere appen- 
dages of the real evils which have protracted 
savage habilis, and augmented savage woes. Not- 
withstanding all thee disadvantages, some have 
improved their condition, and a few have attained 
to the comforts, thong net to the privileges, of civi- 
lized man. We have imposed upon them a sys- 
tem of regulations which necessarily helds them 
fast in their wneivilized habits. Onr laws recog- 
nise them only as savage men, headed by chiefs. 
We appoint agents to manage them and theirs, 
and to teach them to neither think, hope, nor act 
for themselves, but to feel dependent upon us. 
Our laws, therefore, not only detaingthem in 
savageism, but deprive them of such ad Vf tages of 
the savage stale as formerly enabled them to live 
under it, without imparting to them the essential 
properties of civilization. — In this state of depen- 
dence and degradation we have given them good 
advice, and kept them atthe same time exposed to 
the example of the most worthless of our own 
people. 

While we have done some things for them which 
were right, we have withheld others which were 
of vital importance, without which no people ever 
did prosper, and without which, | venture to say, 
no people ever will prosper. 

It can easily be perceived that many things have 
tended to perpetuate the wreteheduess of the In- 
dians, but that which claims our first attention, 
is one which we have been most slow to perceive, 
and yet it is of itself suficient to destroy the whole 
fabric of civilization in the whole world, were it 
allowed so widely to operate. tis the state of 
anarchy which belongs to savages. J mean the 
absence of law—the want of civil government. 

Can any thing be more evident than that without 
law, withont civil government under some name, 
the most civilized nation upon earth would soon 
sink into insignificance, and ullimately become 
savages? The condition of the Indians is the 
very reverse of civ ion—wihout law, with- 
out government. Can it be possible for them to 
improve their condition im life without both? J 
answer, no, fearless of contradiction. Nor is it 
possible for thera in future to become substantially 
improved in the arts of life without law, without 
government. No, never can they be civilized in the 
absence of this requisite principle in the system of 
civilization. The last remnant of the last savage 
tribe that shall be left upon this continent, will pass 
out of existence in a savage state, unless they be 


brought under the influence of law. 
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We have given them axes and hoes, oxen and 
ploughs, and have sent men among them to teach 
them their use; we have instructed: them in letters, 
and the soothing voice of religion has invited them 
to the house of worship, -A few have been. im- 
proved; still, taken as'a whole, they. are perishing, 
and perish they must, unless they: be made subject 
to law. LS Shae : 

The bill under consideration proposes'to supply 
these essential wants, to remedy these ‘vital de- 
fects, by placing them in a situation in which: they 
may become a civil community, ‘organized and 
exercising the functions of civil government: ‘The 
design of the bill, I do most-heattily approve: I 
hope it will be approved by both. Houses of Con- 
gress: the-doctrine in which consists the essence of 
the bill 1s sound, and I cannot easily conceive on 
what ground it can be objected to. ; 

I esteem ita high commendation of this-bill, and 
one that augurs well for its passage by Congress, 
that it is in conformity with sentiments expressed 
by the Father of our Country. Ina special message 
to Congress on the seventh of August,.1789, re- 
specting the Creeks, Cherokees, and: the Wabash 
Indians, General Washington used the following 
language: ; 

“ While the measures of Government ought to 
he calculated to protect its citizens from all injury 
and violence, a due regard should be extended to 
these Indian tribes, whose happiness, in the course 
of events, so materially depends ‘on the national 
justice aud humanity of the United States.”—(State 
papers, vol. 4, p. 12.) $ 

I quote these words with. the more pleasure, be- 
cause they were spoken. in reference to the tribes 
whose interests at this time are most. intimately 
connected with the provisions of thé bile: Here Jet 
us notice that, in the words of Washington, the 
following points were presented to the considera- 
tion of Congress: first, the protection and security 
of the citizens of the United States, and secondly, 
the happiness of the Indians; ‘ which,” says he, 
“materially depends on the national justice and hu- 
manity of the United States.” In urging Congress 
to seek the happiness of the Indians, he appeals to 
the justice and the humanity of our Government. 

The bill is designed to cover precisely this ground, 
and no more, It provides for settling the tribes 
where the localities of their situation will be such 
as to diminish, and ultimately to annihilate, all just 
grounds to apprehend future ‘hostilities from: them. 
Jn regard to this matter, the local advantages of 
this place are greatly superior to any other under 
our control. 

We know that there is a recklessness hovering 
around the Indian character, that often leads to 
rash and ruinous deeds; and it will be wise in Con- 
gress to place these people in a condition present- 
ing strong inducements to them to quit the chase, 
and to commence agricultural and other pursuits 
-to support themselves. This will diminish -their 
propensity for war, as well as for hunting... Since 
a prominent feature of the bill is its design to pro- 
mote the happiness of the Indians, I trust that 
Washington’s appeal to the justice and humanity of 
the United States, will not be unavailing in the sup- 
port of its passage, $ 

The first section of the bill des@ribes the Territory 
which is to become the scene of Indian reform, and 
provides that patents shall be granted ‘them for 
their lands. What may be- termed the northern 
boundary, commences at the source ofa small 
river called Puncah, after a tribe of Indians of that 
name, who reside on and near it, and follows that 
stream to its junction with the Missouri: river; 
thence in an easterly direction with the Missouri 
river about 200 miles; these two rivers form a na- 
tural boundary, extending nearly east and west; 
thense with the Missouri river a little east of south 
about 200 miles to the western boundary of the 
State of Missouri; thence with’ the western boun- 
dary of the States of Missouri and Arkansas to Red 
river, and up Red river to a point 200. miles west 
of the western boundary of the State of Arkansas. 
(This point has been fixed on chiefly on account of 
the country beyond it being uninhabitable, on ac- 
count of the scarcity of timber.) - Thence a direct 
line to the place of beginning, 0 0 in E SS 

It will be perceived that the northern; 
of the eastern, and the southern boundarie: 


April 1838. 


“O57rH Coxc----2xp Sess. 


tural. Natural boundaries. are to be preferred -in 
all cases, more especially when they are to separate 
the white aud red people. . It will be more easily 
known by the latter; and, in all ‘respects, the pur- 
poses which reader a line of demarcation necessary, 
are more fally understood by natural than by arti- 
ficial boundaries. = > ERNS Y : 

The western, ard most of the eastern boundaries 
are of necessity artificial. The Territory is large 
enough to include the tribes already there, and has 
- sufficient. space to. accommodate’ alt-the Indians 
:east of the.. Mississippi, that are intended to be 
transferred: to that country. to form a part of the 
Indian confederacy. 

That the-country is of suitable dimensions, will 
appear from an examination of the: numbers now 
there, and ultimately to be.located there. 

The Indians within the Territory at present àp- 
pear to be'as follows: : 


i Emigrants. Indigenous Indians. 
Choctaws - - 15,900 | Osages =- - - + 5510 
Chickasaws- - - 1,500|Kanzas - + + 1,606 
Seminoles - . - 407} Omahas - - = 71,400 
Creeks - . + 22,000} Ottoe and Missourias - 1,600 
Cherokees - - - 8000|/Pawnees - - — - 10,000 
Weas - . - . + 206] Puncahs - - - 800 
Piankashas -~ # - 467 —- 
Peorias and Kaskaskias 142| Total Indigenous - 20,916 
Ottawas - . - 242 “ Emigrant - = - 53,325 
Pottawatamies -~ - 940 — 
Joways - à 900} Present population of 
Bauks - .- + - 400} Territory - = © - 74,241 
Shawanoes - - : 
Delawares - . - 921 
Kickapoos > - - 62 
Senecas and Shawanoes ~ 

of Neosho - - - 462 
Quapaws* - . . 6% 


*The Quapaws are a branch of the Osage tribe. They have 
been living within the State of Arkansas, have recently been 
located within the Territory, and are reckoned among the 
emigrants. 


Lie tribes now East of the| Tribes East of the Mississip- 
Mississippi, and under) pi, and nor under treaty 
treaty stipulations to re-| stipulations toremove West, 
-jove West, are: are: | 
“Winnebagoes . -.. +. 4,500)/Menominiey- — - = - 4,200 
Ottawas.of Ohio -: + 230] New York Indians, say 4,176 
PottaWatamies of Indi- | Wyandots - - `- | 575 
ana - * . - 3 Miamies - > + 4,100 
Chippewas,Ottawas,and — 
Pottawatamies, unit?’d 6,288 f 10,051 
Cherokees - + -~ 14,000/To which addthosenew 
Creeks - ` x m K in the Territory - -74,241 
Chickasaws - - > 3,900] And those under treaty 
Seminoles - - 2,600} to remove - + 42,418 
Apalachicolas -~ - 400 _— 
O:tawas and Chipewas Will make a popula- 
in Michigan - - 46, tionof - = -  - 126,710 
42,418 


Between the Mississippi and the Missouri are the 
Sauks and Foxes, which probably must be 


brought into the Indian Territory, say - 6,400 
To which may be added stragglers of seve- 
ral of the emigrant tribes not included 
in the above estimates, say -~ - 773 
Making - 17,173 
Which, added to those already mentioned, 
viz? ~- ees E ~ 126,710 
Will make - 133,883 


Which will be the population of the Territory 
when all the tribes which will probably be gathered 
into it shall be located. 

The Territory, being about equal to 600 miles by 
200, will embrace 76,800,000 acres. This, divided 
among 133,883 persons, will give to each a little 
over 5932 acres; or it will give to a family of seven 
persons about 4,015 acres. 

The State of Ohio contains 25,600,000 acres. 
The population of Ohio, aecording to the last cen- 
sus, is 937,903. The average amount of land in 
Ohio to each person within the State, is a fraction 
over 27% acres; or, to a family of seven: persons, 
190% acres. The inhabitants of the Territory, 
therefore, will have more than twenty-one times as 
much land to each individual as the present popu- 
lation of the State of Ohio possesses, : 

The country between the Shawanoes and others 
on ihe north, and the Osages and Cherokees on 
the south, has been examined within the last year, 
and found to be adequate to the ‘wants of the Pot- 
tawatamies, Ottawas, united Poitawatamies, Otta- 
was, and Chippewas, New York Indians, Wyan- 
dots, and Miamies, f : 

North of the Delawares, and south of the Paw- 


cnees and Otoes, is a tract 
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unappropriated land. — > 
The Pawnees, Puncahs, Omehas, and Otoes, 


own about 19,068,006 acres. - "Their entire number- 


is about 13,800 souls; -Alow to each of them the 
average quantity calculated for the -whole “Indian 
population when all shall have been gathered into 


| the territory that will be necessary, viz: 5732 acres, 


and the amount required for them will be 7,914,- 
300 acres, leaving a surplus of 11,094,700. acres. 
Add this 11,094 .700 acres to the other unappropri- 
ated tract, which contains 8,960,000 acres, makes 
20,054,700 acres to be given to the people yet to 
be provided for within the territory. 

The tribes to be located within this tract are the 


‘Sacs and Foxes, the Winnebagoes, and the Me- 


nominies, numbeting in the whole about. 15,100 
souls. The amount of land to each person would 
be about 1,328 acres. This is more than enough. 
But as in this northern part.of the territory there is 
a greater scarcity of wood than in the more south- 
ern, the whole country north of the Delawares had 
better be fairly divided between the three last men- 
tioned tribes, and the indigenous tribes now resi- 
dent thereon. 

The Territory as described in the bill is not too 
large, because, . 

First. It barely embraces those tribes that have 
intimated a willingness to be thus organized into a 
community. 

Second. Some allowance should be made for 
succeeding generations. Their prejudices, which 
have kept them at a distance from each other, are 
too inveterate to be abolished in a few years, so far 
as to make it pleasant and profitable for them tobe 
brought in contact, as our own people are in civi- 
lized communities. There they will have room to 
Settle their descendants for generations to come, 
among themselves, untrammelled in their march of 


civilization by the mortifying prejudices of white | 


neighbors. 
Third. It is not too large, because of the great 


searcity of wood in some portions of the Territory. | 


The assumed: western boundary of habitable coun- 
try at the distance of two hundred miles from the 
States of Missouri and Arkansas, is at the utmost 
extent at which it can be placed, ‘according to in- 
formation derived from the most authentic sources, 
The boundless prairies, or plains, between the 
western boundary of the proposed Indian Territory 
and Rocky Mountains, vr the line between us 
and Mexico, should, in my opinion, be kept by the 
United States for their own use, to be disposed of 
as future circumstances may require, as a hunting 
ground for the Indians or etherwise. 

It is not easy, for one who has been accus- 


. tomed only to countries covered with timber while 


in an unimproved state, to form a just conception 
of a prairie country in which the order of nature is 
reversed. Here, instead of extensive forests, are 
extensive plains, interspersed only with groves of 
timber. In view of these circumstances, and the 
number of Indians which we have yet to remove to 
the Territory, the country described in the bill will 
not-be too large for the purposes contemplated. 

A common objection to be met at this place is, 
that on account of the scarcity of timber, the ceun- 
try is not suited to the object contemplated. This 


difficulty is obviated by observing that the timber | 
now there will be sufficient for the present and a | 


few succeeding generations. The soil is gocd; 
wood is prevented from spreading over the country 
by the burning of the grass on the prairies. These 


gf 8,960,000. acres of 


prairies are covered with grass tall enough for the ; 
seythe, and which is usually burned during the dry : 


season of the fall. The flames are borne along by 


the winds with great rapidity, and are very destruc- | 


tive to young timber on the margin of these 
prairies. 7 

As the country becomes -peopled and stocked 
with domestic animals, the quantity of grass will 
be diminished, and the ravages of annua! fires will 
become less destructive, and timber will rise up 
with astonishing rapidity. These remarks, sir, are 
not mere theories; they are facts, known to every 
one acquainted with the prairies on the Wabash 
and Mississippi rivers. Many persons now cut 
firewood from land that thirty years ago was open 
prairie. 


dred. miles.. ‘Fhe . Arkansas, Kanza,- 


: The suitableness of this.country.js such that one 
is almost :ready..to. conclude that Providence had 
contrived it-for. this very time and for this. special 
purpose. The soil is generall 5 iles. 
Missouri river washes its borders, no 
the meanders of the river, about four hi 
‘The Red river washes its southern; pb 


Platt rivers, ran across- the tertitery from 3 
east... These.are all large rivers, and although, on 
account of their great. widih, and. thé sand.,-bars 
over which. they run, steamboats cannot. ascend 
them far without danger of being left aground, by 
the rapidity with which their waters fail, still,.the 
navigation of these rivers will be of benefit to the 
inbabitants, for transporting their produce. to our 
markets, in. times of high. water, in ordinary flat 
boats, with which it will-not be desirable to return. 

There are many smaller streams. that might be 
used in the same way after great rains. Creeks 
and rivulets are abundant. There is perhaps.less 
swampy or marshy land there, than in any portion 
of the settled parts of the United States, of equal 
extent. Hence may be inferred its general health- 
iness. z 

The sickness which has ocenrred with the Chee- 
taw, Cherokee, and Creek emigrants, is not to be 
attributed to the general unheaithiness of the cli- 
mate, but to. an imprudence whicn frequently at- 
tends the first settlers of new countries, in placing 
themselves along the large water courses. Such 
situations are unhealthy in all rich countries of the 
West, until the exuberant foliage of these lands 
becomes somewhat subdued by the grazing of stock. 

Salt springs and rivulets of salt water are na- 
merous; and coal, without search, has already been 
discovered in so many places as to justify the be- 
lief that it exists in great abundance throughcui the 
Territory. This circumstance will greatly diminish 
the inconvenience which might otherwise be felt on 
account of the scarcity of wood. Both lead and 
iron ore have also been found in the Territory. . 

ts adaptation to leading a barbarous people to 
civilization is not more conspicuous in any feature 
than that of pasturage. These extensive plains are 
covered with grass, and afford excellent grazing 
during the warm seasons, and hay during the win- 
ter. These prairies, that were once spotied, or ra- 
ther blackened, with thousands and tens of. thou- 
sands of buffaloes, could sustain an equal, or even 
greater, number of domestic animals. ‘The påsto- 
ral state is one that seems, by Nature, to intervene 
between the savage and the civilized. The truth 
of this remark is already apparent in several tribes 
now inthe Territory. The facility’ with which 
domestic animals are reared are in some measure 
appreciated, and give stimulus to renewed ex- 
ertion, 7 

By reference to the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, p. 59, respecting the Creek 
Indians, I find it stated by the Agent, that they dwell 
in comfortable farm-houses, have fine gardens and 
and crehards,raise from forty to fifty thousand bush- 
els of corn more than is necessary for their own con- 
sumption. They furnish large quantities to the com- 
missariatat Fort Gibson annually, and have contri- 
buted tothe supplying of the late emigrants. © The 
same report says, the prodnce of the Cherokee far 
mer is his corn, cats, potatoes of both kinds, beans, 
peas, pumpkins, and melons. The great profit of the 
Cherkee farmer. is his corn, his horses, his cattle, 
and his hogs. Some of the Cherokees have taken 
and fulfilled contracts for the garrison at Fort Gib- 
son, and for subsisting emigrant Indians, to the 
amount of from forty to sixty thousand dollars, 
without purchasing an article, except in the Indian 
country; and at their principal saline, they make 
eighty bashels of salt per day. 

“The Chociaws,” he states, “have mostly given 
up the chase for a living, and are engaged princi- 
pally in the cullivation of the soil, and in raising 
stoik. It would be impossible to estimate the num- 
ber of acres of farms in cultivation, nearly all 
have their fields well inclosed, and raise corn, po- 
tatoes, peas, beans, pumpkins, and melons, and 
those settled along Red river raise large quantities 


-of cotton. The country 1s well adapted to raising 


stock, and so prolific has been the increase, that 
they have furnished large quantities to the Creek 
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contractors, without apparently- diminishing the 
main stock. The corn crop of last year was 
very good, producing a surplus of about fifty 
thousand bushels, a large quantity of which was 
furnished to the garrison at Fort Towson. The 
quantity raised this year will greatly exceed for- 
mer years, as the people have enlarged their farms, 
and turned their attention to farming, with much 
greater care and industry.” Of the Senecas and 
Shawnees, he says: “They cultivate the soil and 
raise stock; they make corn, oats, wheat, rye, and 
garden vegatables; no tribe own more horses, cattle, 
and hogs, than those people, in proportion to their 
number,” 

These facis, it seems to me, should silenre the 
statements so frequently made, that the Indian 
territory was a sterile country, not suitable to be- 
come the habitation of a highly cultivated civil 
community, and it proves another fact, very im- 
postant, and I state it with great pleasure, that 
here is a proof positive, that the aborignes cf 
this continent a:e competent to support themselves 
by cultivating the soil, and pursuing any or all of 
the arts of civilized man. 

The more judicious and well informed Indians, 
who reside in this Territory, from the nature of 
their relation to the United States, will not be lia- 
ble to unkind feelings, or hostile intentions, toward 
our citizens, Their interest and ours, from the 
nature of their pursuits, will become assimilated. 
But there are inconsiderate outlaws to be found in 
all countries, and especially among the Incians, 
who, through foreign emmisaries, have excited 
jealousy and distrust, which have proved injurious, 
both to t.e Indians and to ourselves; and I know 
of no place so well guarded as this Territory is 
from the approach of foreign emisaries. j 

Look upon the map of the United States em- 
bracing our uninhabited territory westward, and it 
will be perceived that they could not be so well 
situated, in reference to this matter, in any other 
place. Far removed from the British possessions 
on the north, still farther from the ocean on the 
east; and, moreover, immediately on their west is 
the uninhabitable region of 400 or 500 miles; and 
on the southwest is a country of so much prairie 
as to forma barrier against an improper foreign 
intercourse from that quarter. 

Were the Indians are to bs placed, not so com- 
pactly as to produce collisions among themselves, 
and yet so much »o as that the whole will ke under 
the eye of our Government; the slightest expres- 
sion of unkind feeling toward the c.tizens of the 
United States would be perceived, and cou'd be 
nipped in the bud. It is because the Indians have 
had an opportunity of devising mischief in the ob- 
scure recesses of the wilderness, and because there 
were fastnesses there to which they could send 
their women and children, and in case of emergency 
to which their warriors could tetreat, that they 
have at various times had the temerity to make 
war upon our frontier. Here they would adjoin 
no suchsec’u led places, in which to hatch mischief, 
and no such fastnesses in which they could evade 
a speedy retribution of their offences. 


The bill secures to the tribes within the Territory, 
severally, peaceable possession for ever, unless 
they abandon their land, in which case the land 
will revert to the United States. 


Nothing can be more plain than that insecurity 
of title has a tendency to paralyze industry and 
enterprise. In this is to be found one of the causes 
that have held back from improvement most of the 
tribes near us. The Southern tribes, for various 
reasons, had been induced to feel themselves more 
secure tian others, and this was one cause of their 
improvement. 

Many instances might be produced to show the 
sad effects of the uncertain tenure by which they 
have held their possessions. As early as 1646, In- 
dians in New England, under the labors of Ellioti” 
and others, learned to read and to work; but the 
crowding of white people around them sometimes 
produced war, and sometimes peaceable negotia- 
tions for their removal, and rapidly drove them 
away from civilization, or else penned them up 


* Belknap’s History of New Hampshire. 
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under circumstances still more disastrous to the 
Indians. 

Subsequently, Brainard in New Jersey,} and the 
Moravians in the West,{ were in like manner dis- 
appointed. Even among the rude Pottawatamies 
of the St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, as late as be- 
tween the years 1822-and 1828, a very promising 
beginning of improvement was made by that truly 
benevolent society, the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions. More than sixty youths of both sexes 
Were in their-school, making pleasing progress in 
the knowledge of letters, while their progress in 
industry was no less prosperous. The males learned 
to work on the farm, in the smith-shop, and in the 
shoe-shop. The females learned to sew, spin, and 
weave, and to attend to the various branches of do- 
mestic economy. Three new settlements were 
formed by the institution. At these settlements they 
commenced making rail fences, log dwellings, &c. 
Seven of their youths were sent to New York, 
and two to Vermont, to complete their education, 
hoping that, by the time of their return, the im- 
proved state of soci ty would afford them employ- 
ment, beneficial both to themselves and their coun- 
tiymen; but scarcely had the work of improvement 
commenced before it was destroyed by the rapid 
influx of white population, and all ended in disap- 
pointment. The society has removed its establish- 
ment west of the Mississippi, where, L have no 
doubt, it will be useful. 

In the history of this ill-fated people may be 
found many instances similar to those which 1 have 
noticed. Ihave mentioned these, because the three 
former are part of the history of the country, and 
known to every body; the latter took place while I 
was attached to the Indian Department. I had fre- 
quent Opportunities to visit the school conducted by 
the society, and it is but an act of justice to bear 
testimony to the prudence, economy, and industry 
with which it was conducted, and I had the morti- 
fication to witness its failure, from the causes 
which Ihave stated. My purpose will be answer- 
ed by saying that by the provisions of this bill, the 
difficulties that have been experienced in improv- 
ing the Indians for near two hundred years, arising 
from the insecurity of possession of the tribes near 
us, will be prevented in future; the lands they may 
in truth call their own; the improvements which 
they shall make thereon will benefit their descend- 
ants, For this reason, parents will be stimulated 
to provide for their children, and childrep will be 
induced to respect their parents. In ordeM6 make 
this provision, the parents will blend their interests 
together, correcting that destructive error of savage 
life, of keeping separate the property of husband 
and wife, and of alienating their affections, as well 
as their interests. Hereschools can be permanent- 
ly established and conducted without interruption, 
as they are among us, and I hope with equal suc- 
cess and usefulness. 

The ambiguity which seems to have attached 
itself to what we term Indian treaties, is a strong 
argument in favor of this feature or the bill, which 
provides that they shall hold their lands by patent; 
by the same instrument by which the citizens of 
the United States hold their lands. Concerning the 
validity of this instrument, a question cannot be 
started among civilized men. Fora trespass upon 
a landed right secured to the owner by patent, the 
decision of a court will, without legal doubt, secure 
to the owner ample remuneration for damages. 

By securing to them their lands by patent, the 
better informed, who can understand it, will be 
inspired with additional confidence in the security 
of their possessions; and, through them, the same 
confidence will be instilled into the minds of the 
less informed, promoting through the whole the 
salutary ends we are seeking. In securing to them 
their lands by patent, we are but redeeming pledges 
already given. Wehave not only assured all of 
those tribes that within this Territory they might 
expect a permanent residence, bul to many we have 
actually promised patents, using the very word that 
I now use. 

We have not only promised them security in 
that country by treaties, but this assurance has been 


{See Life of Rev. David Brainard. 
iSee Brown's History of Missions, 


confirmed by law... An act of the 28th of May, 
1830, makes it lawful for the President. of the Uni- 
ted States to solemnly assure the nation or tribe 
which, by exchange of lands, shali ‘locate in the 
Territory, that the United States will for ever secure 
and guarantee to them, and to their heirs, the coun- 
try so exchanged with them; and if they prefer it, a 
patent is to be made and executed to ihem-for the 
same. > 

In treaties, the promise of a patent has been 
made to several tribes. By a treaty with the Choc- 
taws of the 15th September, 1830, article 2d, it is 
stipulated that the United States, under a grant 
specially to be made by the President, “shall 
cause to be conveyed to the Choctaws, a tract of 
country west-of the Mississippi river, -in fee sim- 
ple to them and their decendants to inure to them 
while they shall exist as a tribe, and live on it.” 

The treaty with the Creeks of the 24th March, 
1832, stipulates that ‘‘as soon as the boundaries of 
the Creek country, west of the Mississippi, are as- 
certained, the United States will cause a patent or 
grant to be executed to the Creek tribe, agreeably 
to the 3d section of the act of 28th May, 1830.” 
Similar stipulations have been entered into by the 
United States, with the Cherokees, Senecas, 
Senecas and Shawanees, Quapaws, Shawanees, 
Delawares, and Potawatomies of. Osage river, 
by which their lands in the Territory are.to be se- 
sured to them respectively, by patent. 

I can anticipate no objection to the provision 
which is to secure by patent the claims of the seve- 
ral tribes within the Territory, because it does not 
propose to introduce any new principle into our 
Indian relations. It is merely designed to complete 
the fulfilment of obligations which we have already 
come under. We cannot in justice deny the patent 
which we have promised them for their lands in 
the Western Territory. K 

The 2d and 3d sections provide for the ap- 
pointment of a superintendent and a clerk. 
Every Government must have a chief offcer 
to see that their laws are faithfully executed, 
and it matters not what title he bears, if his 
duties are properly performed. Sections 5th, 
6th, and 7th provide for a legislative council, to be 
convened once a year, for the purpose of enacting 


‘snch laws as the welfare of the commnnity re- 


quires. These laws will not take effect until ap- 
proved by the President of the United States. 

Tiere, within this Territory, will, ere long, be an 
Indian population of more than 133,000. They 
will belong to 28 tribes, not to mention some minor 
divisions. In order to promote peace and harmo- 
ny among them, it is important to establish, upon 
just principles, the relations which the tribes are to 
sustain towards each other, and to make all fully 
to understand these relations. The measure is fur- 
ther necessary, in order to prevent the strong from 
oppressing the weak. Further, the proximity of 
such a population to our settlements, and the ne- 
cessity for our citizens to pass through their coun- 
try, imperiously require that they should not be left 
loosely, as they now are, under our present manage- 
ment, but that they should be considered as one 
people, and that whatever rules or regulations 
exist in their country, especially such as can in any 
way affect our citizens, should be such as our Go- 
vernment would approve, and the tendency. of 
which would be the promotion of peace and amity 
between them and us, and among themselves. 

We have now reached the ground upon which 
alone the fabric of civilization can. be erected, 
namely, a union of intellect, of interests, and. of 
pursuits—a confederacy of people thus~ united, 
enacting laws for the security of their persons and 
their property. For want of these the Indians have 
heretofore led a savage life. Now, when put in 
possession of these privileges, we have a right to 
expect them to look up to a better condition, 

But, as the general council, at first, will be inex- 
perienced in legislation, it is deemed expedient for 

the United States to exercise a guardianship over 
them, and not allow laws to operate until approved 
by the President of the United States, 

Sections 4,9, 10, 11, and 12 are merely, for filling, 
in detail, what is embraced in the several sections 
which give character to the bill. . : 

It only remains to notice the 8th section, which 
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is that part of the bill which provides that the con- 
federacy shall appoint an ‘agent to remain at 
Washington, during each session of Corigress, to 
attend to the interests of the Confederacy as they 
stand related to the United States. The delegate 
is to be an Indian—one of themselves. His pay is 
to be equal to that of a member of Congress, and 
his duty will be to attend to their business here. 
Upon this subject, which is‘one of. some impor- 
tance, I am happy to find that; as far back as 1778, 
in the days of Washington, by a treaty with the 
Delawares, it was agreed. that that tribe, united 
with others, might have a Representative in Con- 
gress By the treaty of Hopewell, Nov. 28, 1785, 
with the. Cherokees, it is agreed that that tribe shall 
have a right-to send a deputy of their choice when- 
ever they think fit, to. Congress. And in the 22d 
article of a treaty. with the Choctaws, of 27th Sept. 
1830,.the Indians request of the Commissioners to 
seeure to them the privilege of. a delegate on the 
floor of Congress. The commissioners stated, in 
the same article, that ‘they could rot, under a trea- 
ty stipulation, accede to their request, but that they 
would submit their. request tô the consideration of 
the Government. | The treaty containing that sti- 
pulation has long since received the sanction of the 
President and Senate of the United States, and is 
the law of the land. I have added the case of the 
Choctaws to those which preceded it for. no. other 
reason than to increase the strength of the plea, 
not for a delegate on the floor of Congress, but fer 
an agent to attend at Washington during the ses- 
sions ef Congress; forthisI putin a plea, not for 
the Choctaws separately, but for all the tribes that 
may see fitto unite in forming the Confederacy. 
In order to accomplish the work which we have 
begun, it isnot only necessary to make them tho- 
roughly acquainted with our institutions, but to 
hold out inducements to stimulate them to laudable 
emulation to improvement. The provision for this 
agentis admirably calculated to answer these ends. 
Dheir agent here: will not be an idle spectator, 
but one ‘actively engaged in bringing to the notice 
of Congress,-and the heads .of Departments, mat- 
ters of interest to those who sent him, and “which 
require the notice of the Government. -By these 
means he would acquire self-respect, and a correct 
knowledge of our laws and institutions. 


The Choctaws, Cherokees, Creeks, Weas, Shaw- 
nees, Delawares, Pottowatomies, Otoes, Ioways, 
and Osages, have had books printed in their seve- 
ral languages; the Shawnees have a newspaper 
printed in their own language, edited by Mr. John- 
ston ‘Lykins, a gentlemen of talent and great moral 
worth ~Thave had the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance for many. years. He is well suited to the task 
he has undertaken for these people. $ 


The facility, with which many of the Indians 
learn to read and write in their own language, is 
owing to the simplicity ofa new system of writing, 
which promises to. be of great utility. fn their 
newspaper they take a deep interest. By the read- 
ing which is now. introduced: among them, they 
will acquire information of the arts of life, the 
science of Government, and: of the condition of 
the world, that will elevate and enlarge the mind 
with great rapidity. f a 

Again: By admitting an. agent of their own to 
attend to their business here, it would relieve some 
members of Congress of much labor on that sub- 


ject, who could devote. their, time to the business” 


of their own immediate constituents. 


Such is the nature of the bill now under consi- 
deration. 


which,- (as I have stated,) Washington urged 
upon Congress, so long ago as 1789; namely, 


the safety. of our own frontier, and: justice and- 
Placed. under. 
the same circumstances under. which our new: 


humanity to. the Indian tribes? 


settlements. have improved, they -niay be . ex- 


pected also: to improve. Situated; as‘they willbe: 


here, on our Western. frontier, and separated from 
every body else, and our own citizens prevented in 
future from making ‘encroachments ‘upon either 
their territory-or their rights, and as their interest 


and ours become more and more identified, asen- 


lightened communities, the ties of friendship be- 


18 


) Is there one thing in it which is not~ 
called for by one, or by all, of the considerations- 
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this heretofore ill-fated people may be arrested. 
That our design will, if reduced to practice, suc- 
ceed, we have just grounds to believe, from the ad- 
vanced state of improvement of the Cherokees and 
some other tribes. The Cherokees were so situated 
as to feel more of national ‘pride than the perishing 
tribes on our borders; and they have made advances 
iw civilization while many other tribes have heen 
sinking into insignificance. But the Cherokees 
possessed only a portion of the facilities to improve- 


ment which we propose te give to the Indians. in’ 


the Territory. We may fairly infer, therefore, that 
in the Territory, improvement will be much more 
rapid than it has been among the Cherokees. 

Itis rather surprising that the Cherokees, or their 
advisers, did not earlier see- this, and long ago 
embrace the opportunity of acquiring rank, reputa- 
tion, and all that makes life desirable; far beyond 
what they would ever have attained by remaining 
in their original place. There all laudable ambi- 
tion was circumscribed to the litle sphere of an 
Indian tribe; here, in the Territory, the sphere will 


. be enlarged, until it shall equal in population and 


business one or two of the largest States of this 
Union. RES : 

The Governor of the Wisconsin Territory——than 
whom few men in the country understand Indian 
character: better, or have done more to chastise 
their temerity in time of war, or are more -zéa- 
lously engaged in preserving their existence as a 
people, or more desirous to ameliorate their condi- 
tion—in his letter published ‘with the annual report 
(page 17) of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
and laid on our tables at the commencement of the 
session, while speaking of the wretched condition 
of the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin, says: ‘It 
would, however, be much better for the Indians 
and the Government, if they could be located souih- 
west of the Missouri river, where they conld have 
no intercourse with the whites. I have no he: 
-tion in saying that the Government should interpose 


its aid to save this miserabte and degraded race of 


Indians from the ruin and destruction which seems 
to await them.”.. These remarks, coming, as they 
do, from Governor Dodge, are stronger.arguments 
in favor of the bill than any opinions of my own 
that I can hope to urge on your consideration: 
None can believe that we have discharged. the 
obligations of justice towards a ‘perishing people, 
whose territory necessity compelled us to take pos- 
session of. The world is large enough for all its 
inhabitants. There is room enough for us and for 
them: we have yet unoccupied, except by a few 
Indians, the best place, taking into view the whole 
case, which our continent ever afforded for their 
residence; a place unembarrassed by State rights, 
and, as I have endeavored to show, favorable in 
its location, and ample in its resources. There are 
already in that country 74,241 Indians, on the 
ground, ready to receive at our hands the initial in- 
stitutions of government and greatness. We can 
do them justice in this case; without loss to our 
selves. Isay more: the act of justice which we are 
called on to perform, promises us positive benefits. 
Not less distinctly is the voice of humanity heard 
in this case. Who can think of a race of men, 
possessing undisturbed a quarter of thé globe, with 
noble intellect, though within naked bodies, re- 
tiring from the vast Atlantic coast before the Spa- 
niards’ cross-bows and the Spaniards’ bloodhounds, 
before English guns and English institations, now 
halting to oppose a feeble resistance, and again re- 
_céding farther into the wilderness to hide, Sire Ving 
the way of. their retreat with the victims of their 
suffering, and appearing fewer and fewer vpon 


-every occasion that brings them to our view, with-” 
{i ont a Softéned heart! A hundred times over have 
Wwe declared that we wished them well; and yet our 


wishes have not been reduced. -to practice: neither 
their “retreat nor their decline has been arrested. 
They have at length reached the extremity of habi- 
table country.on our western border: no farther-can 
they go, unless we crowd them off the land where 
man can live, and let them die at once.. To this 
extremity, I say, 74,241 have already come. There 
they stop; and their numbers daily accumulate, by 
-influx from the various tribes east of ihe Missis- 
tsippi. There, for the last time, they turn towards 


tween us will be’ strengthened, avd the decline of || this Government, implofing mercy. by all. that is 


kindness 


Stained with: such a dereliction of duty to: 


-progress of the work. 


chiefs; and the general council, the ma: 


dreadful in the past, or hopéful in the future. And 
shall we shut our eyes, that we may not’ see their 
sufferings, or stop our ears, that we may not bear 


their-eries? And-shall we fold our arms, an 
to-help?. . No: our- history must ‘not, will not; 
race that preceded us. Lanticipaie a response in 
every American heart. We ‘will help thën: we’ 
will help them now; for if-we delay, it may de- ` 
prive us of the opportunity. eee: 

I would fain persuade myself that I'am but'ex- 
pressing the feelings of every one who has brought 
his mind to ‘beat on this'subject, when I say that I” 
consider it a priy.lege, than which none in my 
short life will afford’ me“ greater satisfaction, 
that have been allowed 10 bear a ‘part in this 
noble work of justice and of charity. :.C#nturies 
have passed away, and with them milli-ns of the 
ancestors. of those for whom we now legislate, 
but it has been reserved for this generation, for this 
lime, and may I. hope for this Congress, to exten 
the hand of kindness to a noble race of men. ` 

Now let us.act, and not delay about quibbles of 
minor import, which experience will correct in ihe 
Let us not deny ourselyes 
the felicity ol improving. th's rare opportunity of | 
doing good. . Let us spe:dily prepare.a message of 
to'be carried to.th se people already within 
the Westera Territory. Letustellthem intrath, here 
terminates: your. wanderings west, and’ here shall 
terminate your wretched sufferings; from this time 
date the commencement of your elevation which 
will not leave you- short of the sammit of all that 
is desirable among your conquerors. Now they 
present the hand, not cf the conqueror, but of the’ 
kinsman; sez ten thousand eyes dried at once, 
or rather wet with tears of joy, and listen to the 
voice of a g ateful people gladeni-a ihe solitary 
places of the desert, followed by tre ham of if- 
custry, which shall convert the wilderness into 
fra tiul fields. Und r these auspicious and teasing 
anticipations, let usact on this bill, aad I have no 
fears.of the result. 

Here, sir, 1 would gladly close my remarks, but 
I must claim the indulgence of the Senate e few 
moments longer, while [ draw the parallel between 
the. present. expenses of administering the inter: 
course laws to the people of the Territory, and the 
expenses of the Government proposed by. the bill. 
have prepared a statement, showing the number of 
artisans and others now engaged within, and con- 
nected with, the people of the Indian Terriiory. 
Present annual expenditures under existing laws within 

the proposed Indian Territory. 


Five agents, at 81,500 - - = $7,500, 
Four sub-agenis, at $750 - - =- 53,080: 
One clerk, at $1,000 - - =. 4,000 
Seven interpreters, at $300 - -. 23100 
Twenty-five gua and blacksmiths, af $840- 29,000 
Seven farmers and assistants, ai $600 - 4,200 
‘Eweive teachers, at from $833 to $840 - . 6,960 
Three millers. - - - -1,709 
One millwright, (vacant,) - - 600 
St. Louis Superistendency. `: 
One superintendent we < = 1,500 
One interpreter - = ee 300 
Two clerks ` - - os - - 1,800 
One laborer + - =- - 150 
$53,240 


Expenses of proposed Terriicrial Government. 


Superintendent’s salary - > - $2,060 
Clerk's salary ~ - - - 300 

Subsistence of delegates attending general 

H bi 1 ae oF ~ - g 

counei : : - 2,060 
Printing laws and regulations ~ ~ 300 
Contingencies = ~ - se F086 
$6,109 


At the end-of the first four years after the Ter 
ritorial Government goes into operation, ‘one-half 
of. the agents, stub-agents, and interpreters may 
be dispensed with; and‘ after the expiration of eight 
years, every agent, sub-agent, and interpreter may 
be discharged, leaving “tothe superintendent, the 
‘vecine? 


Among 


G 


of the entire business of the Territory. 
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the emigrant tribes, there are a number of young 
men of talent, well educated, and wanting employ- 
ment. These men, with thé assistance of the 
superintendent and council, will be able to manage 
all the business for their people within their Terri- 
tory. Offices will be created for them to aspire 
to, and it will, I have no doubt, be found the 
interest of both our Government and the Indians, 
atno distant day, to withdraw every white man 
holding an office from the Territory, leaving the 
Indians to manage their own concerns for them- 
selves. 

The expenditures will soon be still farther reduc- 
ed, by discontinuing the artisans at present employ- 
ed among the Indians under treaty stipulations, as 
above stated, all of whom, excepting two, are engag- 
ed for limited periods. Two are permanent; the 
others are for the following periods, viz: during 
the pleasure of the President, 18; at the discretion 
of Congress, 4; for five years, 4; for ten years, 8; 
for sixteen years, 3; for twenty years, 4; for thirty 
years, 5; uncertain, 11. ; 

Some of them have been several years engaged, 
and may soon be discharged. In the year 1859, 
the term of service for the longest engagements 
will expire. At that period we can withdraw the 
last of our mechanics from the service of the In- 
dians, and it is proper that we should do so. 

It will become the duty of the head of the Indian 
Departinent to inform the Indians that our Go- 
vernment will, atthe end of the present engage- 
ments for white mechanics, discontinue them. The 
superintendent and all other officers of the Terri- 
tory will sce the necessity of placing Indian youths 
in workshops, either within their Territory or else- 
where, to learn all branches of mechanism, to be 
prepared for the time when our present engage- 
ments to furnish them will have expired. 

When we shall discontinue the practice of fur- 
nishing mechanics and laborers to work for the 
Indians, the expenses of the Territorial Govern- 
ment will be reduced to $6,100 per annum. 

Not the least of the difficulties which we have to 
encounter in organizing the Indian Territory is to 
reduce the salaries, and withdraw our agents, ar- 
tivans, and others, employed among the Indians. 
These inen are rolling in ease and luxury, receiving 
better salaries than the States pay their officers, 
higher wages than can be realized from the ordina- 
ry pursuits of life, The salary of an Indian agent 
is higher ‘nan the salary paid by some of our States 
to their Governor. Agents are also furnished fuel, 

` quarters, clerk hire, and stationary, and to some a 
laborer. They will not willingly let go these com- 
fertable places. When a move is made in Con- 
gress to retrench expenditures, they will be found 
in this city urging their own claims to place. Con- 
gress should take up this subject and reduce the 
salarjes paid to most of them, twenty-five per cent. 
It will require some firmness in both the Executive 
and Cengress to reduce these extravagant expendi- 
tures, and bring them down to the real wants of the 
service. But, sir, we are compelled to retrench if 
we intend to fulfill our duty to the Indians or to 
ourselves. I feel justified in saying, from nota 
very limitted acquaintance with the subject, that 
we have become extravagant in making Indian 
treaties, careless in appropriations, and wasteful 
in the application of public money to the use of 
the Indians, and to'those employed by the Govern- 
ment among them, and that retrenchment is neces- 
sary. mare 

Should this bill become a law it will not be ne- 
cessary to keep more than three agents, and about 
six sub-agents, in the employ of the Government 
for all the Indians not within the territory, An 
agent for the upper lakes, one at St. Peter’s, and 
another at Council Bluffs, with a half dozen subs 
at suitable places, will,in my opinion, be sufficient. 
it is bad policy for Congress to create agencies to 
be scrambled for, and worse to advance them far 
into the wilderness, and make it necessary to send 
out a military force to protect them; the regular 
inerease of population, and the advances of our 
settlements approach these people fast enough. 

The bill of the last session for organizing the 
Indian territory was submitted to the consideration 
of eleven tribes, and was assented to by them. 

‘These tribes are Delawares, Shawanoes, Kickapoos, 


Caan cheg. & mara 


Pottawotamies, Sauks of Missouri, loways, Weas, 
Piankashas, Peorias and Kaskaskia, Kansas, 
and Ottowas, every one of these tribes approved 
of the provisions of the bill, and desired the Go- 
vernment to carry into effect without delay, and 
each of these tribes sent to Congress, through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, a petition to that 
effect. An extract from one of these petitions is 
found in page 65, of the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, it concludes thus: “with 
all the foregoing propositions we are well pleased, 
and we earnestly request the Government to carry 
them into effect as soon as practicable.” . 

The Commissioner appointed to submit the bill 
to some of the tribes, in his report, also printed, 
and on our tables, says further: “the agent for the 
Pawnees, Ottoes, and Omphas, in a conference 
held with him last summer, appeared confident, 
that these three tribes would acquiesce in the mea- 
sure. Such, says he, is also my decided opinion, 
The subject has not been submitted to their conside- 
ration.” 

Ihave the pleasure of a personal acquaintance 
with Major Dougherty, the agent spoken of; have 
long considered him an efficient business man, and 
l entertain, no doubt, that if he makes the effort, 
all the tribes, for which he is agent, will yield their 
assent, and join the confederacy. 

To the Osages, Quapaws, Senecas, and Senecas 
and Shawanoes, the subject has not been submitted 
for their consideration. It is believed that each of 
these tribes would have been in favor of the mea- 
sure if the subject had been properly explained to 
them. 

No answer has been received from the Creeks; 
the bill not having been submitted to them in a 
formal manner. Some of their Chiefs, I under- 
stand, are favorably inclined. ‘The Cherokees and 
Chickasaws have expressed a disinclination to come 
into the measure. This is owing, I have no doubt, 
to erroneous information, or bad counsel. 

It may be laid down as a general rule, to 
which there are but few exceptions, that wherever 
the agent for a tribe of Iudians is in favor of the 
measure, the Indians of his agency will agree to it. 
There is not a tribe of Indians in our country, cx- 
cepting the Cherokees east of the Mississippi, and 
which is evidently under the influence of bad coun- 
sel, but what will yield their assent to any measure 
that may be desirable with the Government to ac- 
complish, provided their agent does his duty. If 
he desire complaint, they will complain; if he de- 
sire peace, or war, he can influence his Indians to 
conform to his wishes. Indeed, sir, so perfectly 
satisfied am*I of the unbounded influence of an 
agent over these people, that wherever an agent has 
been in office a sufficient time to become acquaint- 
ed with -his Indians, if they refuse to conform to 
the wishes of the Government, I would justify the 
Executive in dismissing him, as being either inca- 
pable or unfaithful; either of which is good ground 
for removal. An incapable or unfaithful agent 
frequently produces difficulties, and sometimes 
such as end in blood. We owe it to the people of 
Missouri and Arkansas to complete our plan of de- 
fences of the Western frontier with all possible 
despatch. Ihave no fears of a rupture between 
the whites and the tribes sent to their Western bor- 
der from east of the Mississippi; but strong forts 
should be speedily erected and well garrisoned, 
to prevent combinations or collisions between the 
emigrant tribes and the numerous tribes of the 
Rocky Mountains, that would bring upon us a 
blaze of war from the Sabine, in the Southwest, to 
the great Lakes of the North, and which would 
certainly retard, and might forever prevent us 
from realizing the fond hope we now entertain of 
seeing the Indians of the Territory become, under 
our protection, an enlightened civil community. 

For the present, we must keep a military force 
near them. While they remain untamed savages it 
is indispensable that we keep them within hearing 
of a morning and evening gun, and the roll of tre 
drum ; but this should not be looked to as the per- 
manent policy of the Government. The rod can 
sometimes be advantageously holden over the child 
in minority, but, lamentable, indeed, must be the 
condition of a people who can only be kept in 
bounds by the presence of physical force... We 


must strive to enlighten their minds and: elevate 
their character by moral power, not. by physical: 
force; looking to the time when we ean, without 
danger of harm to them, or to us; withdraw” our 
troops from their presence; and. leave them to de- 
pend on their own resources, not loeking- up to us 
to furnish them the most .common ` necessaries. of 
life, that. are within the reach of every inhabi- 

tiant of North America, of ordinary. intellect, and: 
common industry... They should be taught that, as 

man isa perishable being, he owes it to himself to 

make exertion to support his existence, not depend- 

ing on the. spontaneous productions of nature, or 

upon the exertions of others, as they have heretofore 

done. So long as we furnish artisans and-Jaborers, 

and supply provisions, to the Indians, and continue 

our agents to administer to their wants, they will 

look up to and depend on-us. It belongs to human 

nature to indulge listlessness. when an. opportunity 
isafforded us to doso. Necessity promptsto indus- 
try and exertion. These people have depended on 
our presents and annuities for half a century.. We 
should undeceive them at once, by. letting them 
know that, within the Indian Territory, we ‘will 
supply them with artisans and laborers no longer’ 
than to the expiration of our present engagements, 
the last of which will terminate in 1859, twenty-one 
years hence, except two blacksmiths that are per- 
manent. If we teach them division of property, 
labor, and the elements of Government, and protect 
them from foreign emissaries and invasions by the 
strong arm of this Government, we have good rea~ 
son to look forward with the confident hope of see- 
ing them, at no. distant day, emerge from degrada- 
tion, and become an independent state, and its citi- 
zens an intelligent, industrious, and happy. people. 


REMARKS OF MR. YELL; 
Or ARKANSAS, a 
In the House of Representatives, April 16, 1838—In 

Committee of the Whole House on the State of 

the Union, on a bill reported by Mr. Lincotn of 

Massachusetts, making an appropriation of money. 

for the destruction of the new Treasury building, `. 

and for other purposes. i 

Mr. YELL addressed the Committee as. follows:: 

Mr. Cuairman, it was not originally my.. design. 
to say one word on the merits of. this ‘bill’ atthe.. 
present stage of its existence; but.as T find. that it 
has already elicited much debate, and ‘the: hounds 
are out, I may as well utter what Ihave to say. on 
this occasion. I am not prepared fora set speech, 
and will occupy the attention of the committee for — 
a few moments only. 

Iam an opponent of the bill, Mr. Chairman; and, 
al the very threshold, I protest against its passage. 
I behold in it, sir, the commencement of another 
scheme for a splendid and a profligate Government; 
a scheme for the recommencement of that system: 
of expenditure and profligacy which distinguished 
other days, and rendered immortal another Admi- 
nistration, when we had splendid projects’ fora 
vast chain of internal improvement. on the earth’ 
below and in the heavens above; a scheme’ for, the 
projection and completion of “ light-houses’-in the 
skies; of beacons, buoys, and palaces, and all those 
fanciful projects which a versatile fancy could origi- 
nate, and an administration of idolators ‘could, if’. 
they had consulted their own wishes, have carried. < 
into execution. Mr. Chairman, the storied debut 
of that Administration has now becomea inatter‘of 
history; but, sir, it is yet recollected; and; “as Top- 
posed its existence with all my zeal, Ishall now, 
and ever after, I trust, be found among the most 
strenuous of those who lend a helping hand to obli- 
terate and destroy the baleful example which ‘it set 
for the imitation of subsequent Administrations. of 
the laws and principles of the Constitution, and the 
obligations of the © overnment.. 1 object to this 
bill, and protest against its passage, for other, anā, 
I trust, not unpatriotic reasons than that which: I. 
have already stated; I behold, sir, in.this bill, a 
feature and a design, both of which are too palpa-. 
ble to escape the observation of the most reckless 
observer. When the preceding Administration 
came into power, it was pledged to carry -out the- 
principles of reform in the abuses: of the Govern. - 
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ment, and retrenchment in the public expendituree. 


The present Administration stands pledged by ths ` 


avowals of the Executive to carry out those princi- 
ples; and I, for one, Mr: Chairman, am not dis- 
posed to shrink from the performance or fulfilment 
of the pledges of the Administration to the people. 
But, sir, this bill. meditates the very -reverse of all 
our pledges. It is intended and designed for politi- 
cal effect: it has been conceived in a settled deter- 
mination to get up a wasteful expenditure of the 
public funds, for the purpose of enabling the oppo- 
nents of the Administration to raise the watchword 
of alarm, preparatory to a deafening outcry of pro- 
fusion and prodigality. against this Administration. 
I am not to be.led astray by any ‘such artifice: no 
gulltrap of the kind can catch me; and I appeal to 
any man of this Administration, to any man of the 
“ bread and soup party,” as: we are called, to come 
forward and defeat the project of the opponents of 
he Administration. 

Sir, I am a friend and supporter of this bread and 
soup party, as il bas been scornfully denominated, 
and I am proud of the cause in which I am en- 
gaged; for it is the cause of the people, of civil 
liberty, and of Jaw. I am, sir, a radical in all 
things, and particularly a radical in my support of 
the Administration. I am a foe of those who 
would waste the public treasure; Iam a foe to all 
splendid schemes of Government; I go for an eco- 
nomical administration of the affairs of the coun- 
try; and am determinedly hostile to high tariffs, 
quixotic expeditions to the South Seas, and hold in 
abhorrence all projects which have not the happi- 
ness and the interests of the people in view; nor 
am I to be found among those who would pamper 
the pride and luxurious fancy of public officers, by 
erecting stately edifices and palaces for them to 
luxuriate in at the expense of the people. 

If this bill is to pass, I wish to know who is re- 
sponsible for it, the Administration or its oppo- 
nents; and if one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars are to be wasted in destroying one building to 
erect another, I am anxious that.my people should 
know who the act is to be accomplished by. . Will 
the friends of the Administration, with retrench- 

. ment and economy on their lips, consent to an act 
So opposite.to the sincerity of their professions? 

Who, sir, will support this bill? The partisans 
of Mr. Van- Buren and the former advocates’ of 
General Jackson? It may be, sir, that it will find 
the support of a few of all sides, and I shall not be 
surprised if gentlemen of weak nerves and timid 
hearts, professing to be the champions of the Ad- 
ministration, are found giving it their votes. 

Sir, itis ever the misfortune of overgrown and 
successful parties.to find in its ranks men who, in 
the hour-of adversity, or in the hour when a little 
extraordinary thunder is supposed to be discerni- 
ble in the-political atmosphere, shrink from their 
professed fealty and political attachment, and are 
surely to fly for safety to the camp of the enemy. 
Sir, ithas been the misfortune of the Administra- 
tion party to. have many men of this description 


among its numbers. - Our opponents gathered in its , 
folds old Federalists; the champions of the Hartford 


convention, counterfeit. Democrats, National Re- 
publicans, Antimasons, and Abolitionists. They 
have, sir, been a kind of catch-all, or omnium 


gatherum; and it is from such base material, that we 


find skulking and dodging, when it is supposed that 
a cloud of danger is gathering. Thank God, 
the recent elections ‘in. the North and the East 
have nearly cleared our ranks of such materials, 
and I thank God for it. - Let them go. We wish 
none of their aid-none -of their assistance. In 
fact, sir, they were an incubus to the party, and 


will ever be an incubus to the party to which they 


may attach themselves. 


There may be others, sir, professed friends of the- 


Admunistration, who have, of late, been: frightened 
to their: wits ends, by the gasconade and bravado 
of the Whigs, who may vote for:the passage. of this 
bill. They have, of late, been told that Whiggery, 
as itis called, is about to take. possession of. the 


whole world. “The. Whigs. say they have carried’ 


Maine by a majority of I know not. how “many 
thousands, Connecticut by five or six thousand, 
New York by thousands, and even Baltimore,where 


the election for a successor of the late Mr. McKim ` 


Cumberland Road—Mr, Campbell. 


has not yet taken place, they loudly affirm has 
already been carried by a majority of computing 
thousands. They will, probably, vote for this ex- 
travagant bill. Well, sir, let them do it, and fet them 
also quit our party if they choose. Our party has, at 
all times, and on all occasions, suffered much from 
men of this description. In its early history, it had 
its Judases—men professing our principles and ad- 
vocating our cause, the moment they saw, or 
thought they. saw, alittle danger in the distance, 
[here Mr. YELL turned round and pointed to a gentleman 
who sat near by him,] deserted the camp, fled to the 
enemy, and left us—I hope forever. We wish 
no such men in our ranks, and I rejoice that they 
have taken up their quarters with our common 
enemy. 

This bill, Mr. Chairman, if sustained at all, or 
if passed, must be sustained and passed by other 
men than those who support this Administration. 
It must be sustained and carried by men who are 
determined to get this Administration ashore, and 
then ask us to get it afloat by a flood of worthless 
bank notes and shin-plasters. 

[Here Mr. Yet and Mr. Wiss held an indirect- 
ly good-natured conversation, in an under tone, 
about banks and shin-plasters, the precise nature 
of which was not understood by the Reporter.] 

As for this new Treasury building, Mr.. Chair- 
man, what are the objections raised against it, that 
call for its demolition? Why, sir, it is said that 
it stands in the way of the President’s mansion! It 
is guilty of the monstrous crime of hiding the White 
House from the view of some gentlemen who hold 
seats in the other end of the Capitol. It impedes 
their vision, and, forsooth, they cannot see that 
building, for the occupancy of which their hearts 
palpitate, and all their aspirations are breathed by 
midday, and on which their dreams are based at 
the midnight hour. [Loud laughter and approba- 
tion.) Sir, they cannot see the Executive mansion! 
Indeed, they cannot behold that edifice from that 
end of the Capitol; and let me tell you, sir, that if 
they were to change their seats, and come to this 
end of the Capitol, they would sti!l find themselves 
suffering under total obscuration of vision. The 
Executive mansion would not then greet their anx- 
ious eyes, and let me add, they never can behold 
it, for the people have already decided that they 
never shall occupy that edifice, for they are not 
worthy. [Here the House indulged in a hard fit 
of laughter, all sides partaking of the general 
humor. ] 

As forthe new Treasury building, Mr. Chair- 
man, it is, in my opinion, good enough for all the 
purposes for which it was intended, although I have 
never examined it, or taken any pains to procure 
any information that would enable me to decide 
on its merits. IfI were to examine it, I should 
know nothing about it, for I know but tittie or no- 
thing about the laws and rules of architecture. If, 
however, I should take the trouble to go into an 
analysis of its excellencies or defects, I should be 
just as wise in relation to it as the Committee on 
Public Buildings are; for they tell you that they 
know nothing, of themselves, about the matier, and 
have furnished a report to this House on informa- 
tion obtained from others. The building is good 
enough for all the purposes contemplated in its 
erection; and I protest against the waste of a large 
sum of money to destroy it., k 

Mr. Chairman, whilst gentleman stood ready to 
waste one hundred and fifty or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, not to build up, but to destroy, isit 
nota little singular, that they refuse to vote one 
farthing to suppress Indian hostilities, or place the 
frontier in a state of defence. The whole of your 
frontier border is now threatened with a bloody 
and desolating. war. The temahawk has been 
ground, and the scalping knife is whetted, for the 


| bloody: action, and from the Upper Lakes to the 


shores:of the Sabine, you hear the war cry of the 
infuriated savage cf. the forest. You are called on 
for money to defend the lives and property of those 
whom. you are bound to protect, and whatis your 
reply. The Treasury is exhausted, the prospects 
of the country are gloomy, you must wait a little 
longer; assistance cannot now be given! . Sir, wait 
a little longer? and how long must we wait? Till 
your border is deluged in blood, your lands devasta- 
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ted, and youroffspring ate given io the faggot and the’ 
knife; and alf this must be wailed for, ‘because po-` 
liticians at the other end of ihe Capitol want to see 
the Executive mansion. < 5 S uggs Re 

Mr. Chairman, I represent a` people, who are- 
as intelligent. as they are patriotic, and’ as a 
mical as they are brave and hardy.’ They 
a free participation in the affairs of this Union, and 
they stand ready to denounce prodigality and éx- 
travagance, wherever it be found... They never 
can be much capable of justifying the gross 
and un pardonable“ wast - and” abuse, which 
this bill, if passed, must carry in ‘its train; ‘and 
in the name of the American people, I protest 
against its passage; and in doing so, I appeal to the 
friends of this Administration in Congress, to veto 
a measure at once, which, if submitted to by them, 
will at once justify the abuse that has been heaped 
upon them by their foes, and seal without reflec- 
tion or objection, the charge of profusion and pro- 
digality, which has been for months rung in their 
ears by their foes. : 

Having said much more than I originally de-’ 
signed to say,and having trespassed on the pa- 
tience and indulgence of the commitlee, I yield ~ 
the floor, again and again most unequivocally pre- 
testing against the passage of the bill. 


` CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
REMARKS OF MR. CAMPBELL, 


Or Souru CAROLINA, | 
In the House. of Representatves, April 11, 1838.— 

The motion of Mr. UnnErwoan to recommit the 

“bill making appropriations for continuing the 

Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, 

and Illinois, and for other purposes,” to the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to reporta bill ceding the road to the States 
through which it passes, being under considera- 
tion, and Mr. Unperwoop having addressed the 

House in support of it— 

Mr. CAMPBELL remarked that, with the opi- 
nions he entertained, he would be wanting in his 
duty if he did not raise his voice in opposition to 
the bill now under consideration, and in support of 
the: motion just made by the honorable’ gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.] He congra- 
tulated the -House and the country. upon the mos- 
tion, coming frem the quarter it did, as indicative 
of a better feeling upon the subject of public exs 
penditure, and hoped, if successful, that an eternal 
separation would take place between the Govern- 
ment and this favorite object of internal improve- 
ment, 

He would ask gentlemen whether the Cumber- 
land road is more immediately connected with the 
military defence or foreign commerce of the coun- 
try than a thousand others that intersect it in every 
direction, or whether the appropriations’ contained 
in the bill under consideration are. not liable to the- 
general objections applicable to appropriations for 
other objects of internal improvement? : 

He knew that this road had a sort. of. preserip- 
tive right to the patronage of the General Govern- 
ment: that as far back as 1806 an appropriation 
was made for its construction out of ‘the two per 
cent. fund, reserved from the sale of public lands, 
for laying out and making roads to the State of 
Ohio, under the “act of 1802, authorizing the peo- 
ple in the eastern division of the territory on the 
northwest of the Ohio river, to form a constitution 
and State Government.” Whether it was then 
supposed that this would become, what it has long 
since been, a charge upon the public Treasury, it 
is not material to inquire. We know that appro- 
priations for its construction commenced in 1806, 
under the administration of Mr, Jefferson, and have 
continued to the present time. : ; 

If thiswasa Government whose cotistitutional 
powers were settled by precedents, the frequent ap- 
propriations for this road, extending through a pe- 
riod of more than thirty years, would be sufficient 
to establish the constitutionality of this bill, While, 
however, he protested against such a construction, 
he would waive its discussion, and base his oppo- 
sition upon grounds of expediency. 

He did not intend to condemn the policy under 
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which this. road was commenced. Arguments, at 
this time applicable, have, from the altered condition 
of the country, now lost their force. In illustration 
of this, he would state that the report of the com- 
mittee of the Senate in 1805, recommending an ap- 
propriation to form a communication between the 
Ohie river and the Atlantic States, conclades with 
the following argument: 

‘Politicians have generally agreed that rivers 
unite the interest and promote the friendship of those 
who imbabit their banks, while mountains, on the 
contrary, tend to the estrangement of those who are 
separated by their intervention. In the present 
cast, to make the crooked ways straight and the 
rough ways smooth, will, in effect, remove the in- 
tervening mountains, and, by facilitating the inter- 
course of our Western brethren with those on the 
Atlantic, substantially unite them in interest, which 
the committee believe to be the only effectual 
cement of union applicable to the human race.” 

Sir, (said Mr. C.) these objects have been accom- 
plished. ‘The crooked ways have been made 
straight, the rough ways smooth, the intervening 
mountains have been scaled—not by this road only, 
but by numerous communications that owe their 
existence, not to Governmental patronage, but to in- 
dividual enterprise; to enterprise prompted by en- 
lightened views of commercial advantage, and the 
strong stimulant arising from the hope of individual 
wealth. 

Other arguments, applicable in 1805, have now 
lost their force. Formidable tribes of savages at 
that time hung upon the skirts of our infant settle- 
ments on the western side of the Alleghany moun- 
tains, for whose defence it may have been proper 
to form a communication by this road with the At- 
lantic border.” How changed is the prospect! The 
magician has waived his wand, and the transitions 
have been as rapid as the shifting scenes of a mov- 
ing panorama! ‘Those infant settlements have 
sprung up into flourishing communities; the ex- 
tended forest that then reposed in the deep solitude 
of primeval silence, is now a cultivated country, 
whose fields teem with fertility, whose towns and 
villages and cities resound with the hum of busy 
multitudes. Over a country, at that time untrod- 
den, save by the foot of the untutored Indian or 
solitary trapper, independent States now hold sway 
over a population, numerous, intelligent, patriotic, 
brave; a population that, except on the extreme 
frontier, is $0 far from requiring defence from others, 
we must look to with pride and pleasure as being 
not only able but willing to afford effectual assis- 
tance to their Atlantic brethren should they ever be 
invaded by a foreign foe. 

The Cumberland road is completed continuously 
for some distance beyond the Ohio river, and has 
been worked upon in different places as far west 
as Vandalia, in Illinois, within less than 100 miles 
of St. Louis, and more than 400 on the line of the 
road beyond the Ohio river. Mr.C. acknowledged 
the force of the argument that might be used in 
favor of appropriations to connect the different 
parts of the road, and thus to render what has 
already been expended available. But look, sir, 
said he, to the condition of the Treasury. The re- 
port made a few days since by the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means shows that on the first of Janu- 
ary last, there was less than five hundred thousand 
dollars in the Treasury of the United States appli- 
cable to public expenditures. In the same report 
the estimated resources of the present year, includ- 
ing $7,000,000 of Treasury notes, are placed at 
$31,000,000. Of which $13,000,000 are estimated 
as the receipts from castoms, and $3,000,000 from 
public lands; both of which resources are admitted, 
in the present condition of the country, to be un- 
certain. 

Mr. C. had not, nor did he suppose that any gen- 
tleman, either in the House or out of it, possessed 
the data that would enable him to form a satisfac- 
tory opinion of the amount of duties that would 
probably be paid into the ‘Treasury on the importa- 
tion of foreign commodities; for the experience of 
former years will afford no criterion by. which to 
judge of the present. It must, however, be obvious 
to all, that the fever of land speculation, which, 

nder the influence ‘of ‘credits easily obtained, had 


_ een stimulated almost to delirium, is rapidly sub- 


siding, and that the purchases of the public land 
will for the present year be limited almost exclu- 
sively to the demand for settlements. This last 
demand will be diminished at the public sales, from 
the strong and pernicious tendency of your pre- 
emption laws to induce emigrants to seize upon the 
best portions of the publie domain not yet brought 
into market. He observed some of the representa- 
tives from the new States smile incredulously at 
this assertion. But with the most respectful defe- 
rence to those who advocated this system, he could 
not but think that it held out an inducement to ava- 
rice that operated unfavorably upon the morals of 
our pioneer population. Mr. ©. wished not to be 
misunderstood; he made no charge against that 
population, whose hardy enterprise had conquered 
the wilderness. Among them you will not find the 
rude unfeeling boor, that ‘against the houseless 
stranger shuts his door,” but a population as much 
distinguished by generous hospitality as by a love 
of liberty and hardy enterprise—a population 
which, although perhaps destitute of some of those 
minor advantages that a higher degree of improve- 
ment will introduce, are clearing the way for towns 
and villages and cultivated fields—a population 
whose energies have surmounted difficulues and 
dangers from which almost any other people would 
have shrunk in despair, that have conquered and 
are going on to conquer, that have laid and are now 
laying the fonndation for future empires. 

Mr. C. would now return to the subject from 
which, he said, he had somewhat digressed, and 
admit that the estimated receipts from the customs 
and the public lands were not exaggerated, and 
that the available means of 1838 would amount to 
431,000,000. Deduct upwards of $16,000,000, not 
drawn from the Treasury on the Ist of January, of 
previous appropriations, and upwards of $2,000,000 
of appropriations under permanent laws, and there 
remains less than $13,000,000 applicable to the an- 
propriations of the present year. Deduct from this 
amount upwards of $6,000,000 for Indian hostili- 
ties, and upwards of $600,000 for the Canadian 
frontier, and there remains less than seven millions of 
dollars for the expenditures of the Government, in- 
cluding the civil and diplomatie list, the army, 
navy, fortifications, armories, the survey of the 
coast and harbors, the erection of light-houses, and 
all other expenses. It is true that the report of the 
committee estimates that there will be $11,000,000 
of unexpended appropriations on the Ist of Januaty, 
1839, but Mr. C. contended that this did not 
weaken the force of the argument; for appropri- 
ations unexpended this year will remain as a tax 
upon the next; and the $10,000,000 Treasury notes 
that must be redeemed either towards the conclusion 


of the present, or early after the commencement of ` 


the next year, 1s more than equal to any temporary 
convenience that may be supposed to arise from 
the estimated unexpended balance of appropriations 
on the Ist of January, 1839. 

We are as careless, sir, as if we were sailing un- 
der a clear sky, with propitious breezes, over a 
summer sea. But do you see no speck on the po- 
litical horizon? It is no longer a speck; a cloud 
has arisen, whose dark shadow is thrown upon the 
prospect before us. Where is the faithful pilot? 
Why does he not warn us of the breakers on which, 
with every sail spread out to the deceitful breeze, 
we are madly driving? Where is the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. CampreLena,] or the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Claims, [Mr. Wurrrvesey,] those faithful 
guardians of the public treasure? Why do they 
not warn us of a national debt, as the inevitable 
consequence of unnecessary and extravagant ap- 
propriations? 

Mr. C. warned gentlemen of the consequence of 
a national debt. If we contract a national debt, 
the “ compromise act of 1832,” which brought 
peace to a distracted country, will prove but a rope 
of sand to an increase of duties. Yea, more, the 
very next revolution of the political wheel may 
bring those into power, who will not- hesitate- to 


direct the duties upon importations, constitutionally. 


imposed only as a means of raising revenue to 
pay the legitimate expenditures of the Government, 
to objects of protection. eas 

Scenes would then return, upon which he could 
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not look back without feelings of unutterable dis-. 
gust. Protection and anti-protection would again. 
become. the watchwords of parties divided ‘by 
geographical lines. Local prejudices and individu- 
al avarice would again usurp in the halls of legis- 
lation places that ‘should be consecrated to patrio- 
ism and virtue. The: clamorous impertunities of 
partial interests. would again intrude upon our 
deliberations, and the American Congress be Again’ 
converted into an arena for the most bitter contests. _ 
If we wonld avoid this, we mus’, if possible, 
avoid contracting a-national debt. A debtto some 
extent, from the present prospects, cannot be avoid- 
ed. Bat itis our duty to refuse all appropria- 
tions, whether constifulional or otherwise, thal are 
not absolutely necessary to defray the expenses of 
the Government. Nogentleman can doubtthata large. 
national debt will inevitably lead either to an increase 
of the tariff, or to recalling the instalments from 
the States. To say nothing of the consequences 
(of which we have recently had bitter experience) 
of suddenly diverting, by an act of legislation, ‘a 
large amount of money from the chanels in which 
itwas employed, he doubted whether there would 
ever be found sufficient firmness in Congress to 
adopt the latter alternative. Even if the instal- 
ments should be recalled from the States, he doubt- 
ed whether it would not prove to be calling “spirits 
from the vasty deep.” You may, perhaps, recall 
then, “but will they come at your bidding?” 
Mr. ©. intended to make no insinuation against 
the honor of the States, but, from the debates at 
the extra session upon the proposition to withhold 
the fourth instalment, he thought. it probable that 
many of the States looked upon the deposites that 
have been made with them as legitimatety their 
own property, and, under this impression, they. 
will not willingly tax the industry of their citizens 
to comply with what they may believe to be an ar- 
bitrary and unauthorized demanl. ` ai 
Within the last two hours we have passed a bill — 
containing appropriations for an exploring expedi- 
tion, for the employment of naturalists, geologists, 
botanists, to examine the animals, soils, and plants’ 
of distant lands, subjects with which this Govern- ' 
ment has as much to-do as with the “vespertilio 
homo,” or man-bat of the moon. In such appro- 
priations do we give evidence of our sympathies fór 
the condition of our constituents, or afford revela~ 
tion of the calamities that await them from our legisla. 
tion? Do gentlemen not see that, ‘by ‘unnecessary 
appropriations, they are sowing the seeds of bitter- 
ness between the different sections of this: Union? 
That they are digging a mine, which, when it is 
filled, as it will be, with the elements of wrath, a _ 
protective tariff, and fired by the collision of sepa- 
rate interests, will produce an explosion ‘that may 
shake our political fabric? If public opinion does 
not rise against unnecessary. appropriations, and the 
voice of economy be heard in this. hall, he- would 
not say that the ruin of the country, but he would 
say that the oppression of the people, so faras an 
increase of taxes is oppression, will be the inevita- 
ble consequence. . : : 
The present is an auspicioug time to commence 
a reduction in that system of extravagant. appro- 
priations, which certainly received -a. great acces- 
sion during the time of a large surplus revenue, 
and there is no subject upon which we čan: with 
more propriety commence thaa the Cumberland 
road. It it has long been a favorite object of Go- 
vernment appropriations, and, if we recommit the 
bill, with the instructions proposed, the people will 
at once be convinced of our sincerity, and.that they 
must rely, at least while the Treasury isinan- em- 
barrassed condition, upon their own energies, with 
the assistance of the States, to effect.such objects as 
an enlightened view of their interests may- induce 
them to undertake... Individual’ and State. enter- 
prise are, indeed, the oniy legitimate, safe, and 
economical agents that can be employed in the con- 
struction of internal improvemen@iet immediately 
connected: with the foreign comice or military 
defence of the country, OR ae ee 
He appealed particularly’ to. the public spirit of 
thosé gentlemen whose constituents were more im-" 
mediately-interésted in the passage of the bill under” 
consideration: No distinction, no honor ‘arising © 
from ‘place or power, can afford to the patriot the 
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consolation that flows from the conscientious dis- 
charge of his duty tohis country; and no ‘gentleman 
can discharge his duty-who, in the present condi- 
tion of our finances, ‘will: vote for unnecessary ap- 
propriations. No one need implicate hirnself upon 
the constitutional question of appropriations by the 
General. Government for objects of internal im- 
provement, by voting for- the motion to: recommit 
the bill, with the ptoposed instructions. The ‘con- 
dition of.the Treasury is surely more than a suffi- 
cient excuse. 

In 1830, when General Jackson placed his veto 
on the Maysville road bill, it was said in this hall 
that he had raised to his memory a more imperish- 
able monument ‘than when he won the glorious 
victory that preserved- tae queen of our Southern 
cities from the pollution of a conquering foe, and, 
with “her ‘safety, the-honor of the country. And 
yet, if he was ‘not mistaken; he heard an honorable 
gentleman from Virginia {Mr. MeEncER] congra- 
tulate the House a few days since that more exten- 
sive appropriations by the Government for objects 
of internal improvement had been made since that 
time than during ‘any other equal -period in our 
history ! Let gentlemen look to this. 

As he had before remarked, Mr. C. did not in- 
tend to discuss the constitutional power of Congress 
to make appropriations for objects of internal im- 
provement, further. than to say that the grèat va- 
riety ‘of opinion that existed in relation ‘to’ it should, 
if there were no other objection, make gentlemen 
hesitate to pass this bill. Leaving, however, the 
subject of constitutionality out of the question, it 
must be admitted that appropriations by the Gene- 
ral Government for objects of internal improve- 
ment are partial in their operation, tending to the 
benelit of particular sections at the expense of the 
whole, and therefore inconsistent with that equality 
upon which our institutions ate founded. To re- 
move this -objection~-to':make appropriations sufti- 
ciently exlensive to embrace: every section ‘of the 
country having, or claiming to: have, objects wor- 
thy of Governmental patronage, would ‘create a 
vortex of expenditure that wotild engulf the dia- 
monds of Golconda and the gold of Peru— 
would require a revenue, the collection of which 
would produce a wide-spread ruin, and, after ex- 
hausting the resources of the country, would be 
insufficient to accomplish the object. 

To advocate appropriations for the Cumberland 
road, upon the ground that it will enhance the 
value ‘of the ‘public lands in those States through 
which it passés, is almost equally inadmissible: fo or 
the same argument'will apply in favor of the con- 
struction of’: “roads into every wilderness where the 
Government owns land. Who can suppose that 
the opening of.roads by the Government is neces- 
sary to-attract the farmer to the virgin soil of the 
West? Who has not observed the tide of emigra- 
tion, sweeping in its progress the population of the 
old States, to this land of promise? The tempta- 
tions:are already strong enough io induce thonsands 
to break through’ those local ‘attachments, origina- 
ting in childhoud, ‘iricreased by the associations of 
their maturer years, “growing' with our growth, and 
strengthening with our strength,” until at last they 
entwine: themselves ‘around the affections with a 
power that nothing. but that love of wealth that 
springs eternal in the human breast could sever. A 
human tide has-for years béen pouring into the new 
States and Territories with. a ‘rapidity unequalled 
in. the annals of the world, since, perhaps, those 
immense m igrations recorded i ia histor Y, when whole 
tribes of barbarians. poured in upon and settled: the 
territories of their. less warlike neighbors, some- 
times. bringing with them-their own ‘institutions, 
sometimes adopiing those of the conquered race. 
Whole districts of. country: in the- old Stales-have 
declined.in population; attracted from. a soil that: in 
any other country would-be considered -as yielding 
a bountiful reward to the cultivator, to. encoudter 
the hardships and. privations. preparatory to con- 
verting the wilderness into a garden.. Can.any one, 
with these facts. before .us; contend that additional 
inducements to. emigration are even: desirable?- 


Our western brethren: labor under. no- peculiar - 


disadvantages in ‘relation to the means of inter: 
communication. 
with the rest of the world, not by those majestic 


: ported résolutions: for’ their punishment. 
: mode of identifying*the majority aud minority in 
: an indiscrimiaate censure for all the proceedings of 
; the committee, where they agreed as well as where 


They. hold constant. intercourse’ 


rivers only which, uniting their waters in the Mis- 
sissippi, together pay tribute fo the Gulf of Mexico, 
but by numerous other channels of communica- 
tion which owe their existence to individual and 
State enterprise. 

He hoped the motion to recommit would succeed: 
now was the time by its adoption to relieve our- 
selves of a work whose constitutionality is doubt- 
fal, whose benefit is partial, and appropriations for 
continuing which, in the present condition of the 
‘Treasury, must bring on us the reproach of reck- 
less extravagatice. Let us surrender it to` the 
States through which it passes; if worthy of patro- 
nage, it will be continued under their auspices, 


‘sanctioned by the enlightened liberality of their 


citizens, and paid for by those who enjoy the ad- 
vantage. 

If an additional argument was necessary to show 
that the General Government should abandon, not 
oniy this, but all other objects of internal improve- 
ment ‘not immediately connected with the foreign 
commerce or military defences of the country, that 
argument could be found in the large surplus 
recéiitly deposited with or paid to the States. 

Ferrer av mrad 


REMARKS OF MR.ELMORE, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, April 24, 1838.—The 
House having resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Toucrey, made under the unani- 
mous direction of the committee appointed to 
investigate the causes which led to the death of 
the late Mr. Citxey, to print the report of that 
committee, and postpone it till next Monday 
week— 

Mr. ELMORE of South Carolina addressed the 
House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: The debate which has arisen on 
the report in this case was unexpected to me. It 
began on Saturday, by a censure on the committee 
by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Ropertson,} 
who objected to the printing of the reports and pro- 
ceedings of the committee, and censured the com- 
mittee “for having transcended their powers. The 
precise extent or manner in which the committee 
had gone beyond their powers was not stated. 

[Mr. Rosertson disclaimed any opinion that the 
committee had intentionally transcended their pow- 
ers; they were irregular. He did not censure them 
in any other sense than that they had merely tran- 
scended.] 

Mr. E. had understood the gentleman as acquit- 
ting the committee of any intentional violation of 
duty-—as censuring them technically, not morally. 

The gentleman from Virginia did not, when he 
spoke on Satarday, define the grounds on which he 
censured the conduct of the “committee, but had 
subsequently been more explicit, and more limited. 
Other gentlemen had followed from various parts 
of the House, and assumed much the same posi- 
tions, enlarging on them, and extending their re- 

marks indiscriminately on all these points of objec- 
dion to the whole committee. It is nota little 
remarkable, sir, that no investigating committee 
has been appointed by this House, in lale years, 
without itself becoming the subject of attack the 
instant it comes to report the discharge of the duty 
imposed on it by the House... I do not complain of 


. this; it may. be allright, and the House may be fully 


sensible of the justice and propriety of thus repay- 
ing the services of their committee. But, sir, what 
I do complain of is, that this censure showd be ir- 


iz discriminate, and upon generalities; and not that 


merely, but generalities g growing out of a state of 
things imagined by some gentlemen to have ex- 


f isted, and taken for granied by others upon no bet- 
1 ter foundation than “this vague fancy. 
| sures öf those who have thus blamed ihe committee 

: as having transcended their authority,do so without 


The cen- 


having read their reports, the evii dence,’ or their 
journal, and upon the erroneous assumption that 
the committee examined witnesses without autho- 
rity, implicated members, ‘and put ‘them on their 
trial without the ‘permission of the House; and re- 
This 


they disagreed, places me in 
of receiving reproof, although differing. from the 
majority in that:part of their’ proceedings ‘which 
seems to create the greatest dissatisfaction : 
have called out the’ strongest. reproof. 
House had not ordered the papers laid on -yonr 
ble by the committee to be read, 1 did not ‘fe 
liberty, in the few remarks T made ‘yesterday, togo 
into particulars which would explain the‘ fact an- 
nounced in general terms, when T prened. a pa- 
per to the House on the coming in of (he report of 
the majority, stating my dissent from that report. I 
trust I may be indulged by the House, under these 
circumstances, in going somewhat farther info dë- 
tail than will be strictly regular, as, under the ac- 

ion of the House, all the papers. which would give 
the proper explanations of the part and opinions T 
have sustained are kept upon your table and from 
the knowledge of the House, and I can in no other 
way make my position known. 

I do not feel myself called upon to vindiGste “aby 
part of the conduct of this committee beyond. that 
point to which it had my concurrence. There was 
a point to which all agreed; and beyond that, there 
was such difference of opinion, as each division of 
the committee has indicated in the reports apon 
your table. [ feel myself called on to defend no- 
thing beyond what had my assent. The majority 
must take care of its own conduet, andare; ` I pre- 
sume, prepared to do so to the best’ of their ability, 
and to them I leave that task. 

It is objected ‘that the conduct of the committee - 
was irregular, unparliamentary, because they pro- 
ceeded to examine witnesses, by which members 
proved to be implicated, and ‘then proceeded to try 
them, without permission of the House or hearing 
the parties implicated, making itan ex parte pro- 
ceeding. 

If it was irregular and unparliamentary to ex- 
amine witnesses in this investigation, and report 
the facts proved by them, then the House alone is 
responsible for it, as, by its resolutiens of the 28th 
February, this committee was expressly ordered 
“to inquire into the causes that led to the death of 
Mr. CILLEY, and the circumstances connected 
therewith.” - But it is said that the committee 
should not have proceeded-after “ member proved 
to be involved,” without reporting he. Ho 
and having its ‘order. to proceed, because 
leges of the House and the member woul 
lated by doing so. A rule laid down in the Manual 
of Mr. Jefferson isthe authority Telied on fer ‘this 
that rale is as follows: 

“When a committee is charged with an inquiry, it: a mem: 
ber prove to be involved, they cannot proceed against him, but 
must make a special report to the House; whereupon the 


member is heard in his place, or atthe bar, or a special autho- 
rity is given to the committee te inquire concerning him,’?” 


The Manual refers to 9 Grey’s Debates of. Par- 
liament, for the case establishing this point of Par- 
liamentary law. It is contended that this is the 
law of this House, adopted by the 118th rule. ‘Sir, 
the question is not whether this is the-law of the 
House, for of that there is no doubt, but what is the 
meaning of that law? How ‘are you to construe it? 
Are you to put an ‘arbitrary interpretation: oa. it, 
or, by referring to’the case out of which it sprung, 
to gather ils true meaning -and intent? Can “any 
man doubt that it was adopted only in that sense, 
which every just and reasonable rule of interpreta- 
tion gives it in the book from which you take it? 
Well, sir, before we apply: that fest. to it, letas ask 
what is that interpretation which we would most 
naturally put upon it?) It is this, sir: ihatif a 
committee, charged with-some inquiry of another 
character, finds. a. member implicated, say ina 
fraud; as inthe case of Ridge, 2 Hat. Prec.-257,* 
they shall not proceed against him till they have 
informed the House and had instructions; for’ this 
obyious reason, that the House never allows its 
privileges to be acted on without authority from it- 
self to take cognizance of its privileges a case én- 
tirely different from-the present, as I will show pre- 
sentiy. And, sir, in-exaet accordance with His onis 
straetion are the facts in thet case from. Yili Greys 
debates, on which this riley or law; or decision of 
Parliament stands, which is now relied oti fór den- 
suring the committee. The Commons, in’ that 
case, ‘ordered a committee to exainine into a case 


* Manual 123, 2 Hatsell 256, 
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of the trial of Sir Thomas Armstrong for treason, 
and his execution, and to report a bill to levy an in- 
demnity for his family out of the estates of two 
lawyers,} who prosecuted, and four judges who 
tried and unjustly condemned him. In examining 
into the matter, it was proved that Sir Robert 
Sawyer, then a member of the House, was attor- 
ney general, and had assisted in prosecuting Arm- 
strong; the committee put his name in the bill 
without first reporting to the House the facts as to 
Sir Robert Sawyer, and the House considered this 
against their privilege, and recommitted the bill, 
with instructions to include his name in:t. John 
Hampden, who. took a prominent part in the de- 
bate, said that, if in an investigation on other malt- 
ters, it ‘fall out” that a member-is implicated, it is 
his privilege and the privilege of the House to have 
it reported to the House before he can be. proceeded 
against. No jurisdiction over its privileges, aris- 
ing, collaterally, out of an inquiry ordered by 
the House, on other subjects, can be obtained 
by a committee. But, sir, the true doctrine of 
privilege is, that the House has all privilege 
in its keeping. The privilege of the mem- 
ber is its privilege; and when it refers to a com- 
mittee an order to inquire whether its privileges 
have been violated in any transaction, within the 
limits of that transaction the whole question of 
privileges has been referred by that body which has 
all privilege in its keeping. Such was the case 
here; the House expressly directed that the com- 
mittee should “further inquire whether there has 
been, in the case alluded to, a breach of the privi- 
leges of this House, and to report thereon to the 
House.” 

This principle is too important to the justification 
of the minority of the committee to allow it to pass 
without more full examination. I have said, sir, 
that the privilege of the member is the privilege of 
the House, and in its keeping. The privilege of 
each member is a part of that great aggregate, the 
privileges of the House, and in its keeping and 
control; and here, sir, I speak by that same law of 
Parliament which is now the law of this House, 
and refer to the Manual, page 122, for the follow- 
ing rule: “ The privilege of a member is the privi- 
lege of the House. 
leave, itis a ground for punishing him, but cannot 
in effect waive the privilege of the House.” 3 
Grey, 140, 222. Again, sir, on the same page is 
another law of the Efouse: ‘ Privilege is in the 
power of the House, and is a restraint to the pro- 
ceeding of inferior courts, but not of the House 
itself.°—-Manual 122, 2 Nelson 450, 2 Grey 399. 
When the House, therefore, ordered this commit- 
tee “to inquire whether there has been, in the case 
alluded to, a breach of the privileges of this Mouse, 
and to report thereon to the House,” they referred 
the question of privilege in its broad and unqualified 
meaning. In the very words of your lew, “the pri- 
vilege cf a member is the privilege of the House.” 
Jn all the cases from which are drawn the rules re- 
lied on to censure the committee, I have not seen 
one which arose where a committee was charged to 
inquire into any matter or question of privilege, 
but in every instance they occurred where inquiries 
were ordered on other matters not relating to privi- 
lege, and in the examination a member proved 
to be involved; when, under the well-known rules 
of Parliament, to proceed against him, without ex- 
press authority, was against the privilege of the 
House. Sir, when time has passed on, and the 
feelings of the present moment shall have left our 
judgments free and impartial, we will see and 
acknowledge the full force of this distinction, 

Your resolution directed the committee to inquire 
whether a breach of the privileges of the House had 
been committed, and your laws told us the privi- 
lezes of the House included the privileges of its 
members; and under your imierative order the 
committed proceeded with deliberation to execute 
the most painful duty which I have ever been called 
upon to perform; one which I solemnly protest I 
never could have been induced to undertake under 
any other than an imperative sense of the highest 
obligations to obey you. 


t The lawyers were Buyton and Graham, and the judges were 
Jeffreys, ©. J., Sr F. Wythens, Sir Thos. Walcott, and Sir 
Richard Holloway. See Journal House of Commons, vol. 10, 
pages 197, 284, 269, 290, 298, 300, 331, 3306 
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1 now ask, sir, how the committee could ha¥é 
answered to the inquiry you ordered, “ whether 4 
breach of the privileges of the House had been, in 
the case alluded to, committed,” without examining 
witnesses? Did the House not understand that 
witnesses were to be examined, and testimony 
taken? If{not, why, sir, were the committee em- 
powered to send for persons and papers, the highest 
powers required to investigate facts? Sir, the com- 
mittee were required to ascertain a fact—was there 
‘Ca breach of privilege in the case alluded to?” and 
to enable them to do so, they were clothed with this 
ample power; and, sir, when they had ascertained 
the fact, they were further ordered not to lock it up 
in their own bosoms, but to report it tothe House. 

It is also said by some of the gentlemen who 


- have spoken, that this proceeding was ex parte, the 


members implicated having no notice. ‘This is 
another of those imaginary facts, which have led 
some gentlemen into a train of mistakes. The 
very first act of the commiltee, in beginuing the 
examination of witnesses, was to give formal no- 
tice in writing, asits journals will show, to all the 
parties, that the committee authorized their at- 
tendance, and considered them entitled to confront, 
examine, and cross-examine every witness—a pri- 
vilege which was exercised to its fullest extent. 
Every witness was sworn, and was examined with 
every form and under every sanction which could 
unveil truth and satisfy the parties, who were pre- 
sent personally, or by such persons as they choose 
to represent them. It is a‘total mistake in gentle- 
men who suppose it was ever the idea of the com- 
mittee that the House should take this examina- 
tion as final, or that it should take this testimony 
at all as evidence, if it decided to proceed against 
those implicated; it was reported because the order 
of the House required it, and because it was pro- 
per to show the facts. 

I have examined the precedents in similar cases 
in both Houses of Congress; but before calling the 
attention of the House to them, and submitting any 
remarks on them, I will ask the attention of the 
House to some facts not heretofore brought into 
the discussion. You raised this committee to in- 
guire whether a breach of your privileges had been 
committed in the case referred to them, and very 
shortly after commenced the presentation of peti- 
tions to this House, praying you to expel, by name, 
the members who had been concerned in that case, 
whieh you had referred to your committee. From 
day to day,these petitions were presented, to the 
number of hundreds, and you, day by day, refer- 
red them to this very committee. For what pur- 
pose, sir? Gentlemen who have favored us with 
learned opinions on parliamentary law can perhaps 
answer this question satisfactorily. One gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Sisuey] said yesterday that 
it was always understood, when a matter was re- 
ferred to a committee, that the committee was. to 
report on it of course, and I agree with him. Sir, 
the majority report is in conformity to the prayer 
of these petitions; mine against them. Bat, sir, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bricas] says 
the rule in the Manual before quoted is arule of 
the House, and thata simple refereuce is not suf- 
ficient to give the power to the committee; bul, sir, 
the gentleman forgets that the very first of these 
petitions was presented by his colleague, |Mr. 
ApaMs,] on the 6th of March, when it was not in the 
regular course of the business of the House to do 
so, and that to enable him to present them, and have 
them referred to this committee, the rules were sus- 
pended by the very vote of two thirds required by 
his argument. 


There has been one objection made to these pro- 
ceedings, sir, which I have heard with suiprise. It 
has been said, sir, that the committee has tried the 
members implicated, and that against the authority 
of the House. When the committee were called 
on to act in this matter, I examined the precedents 
in this House and the Senate. I understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] yes~ 
terday to say there should have been no, argument 
submitted in the report, and no final action recom- 
mende. ; that he be:ieved there were no precedents 
for it in the House; in the -Senate, in 1808; the 
case of John Smith wassomewhat similar. When 
Į Was assigned this duty, sir, I looked into prece- 


dents, and the first which attracted my. attention 
was this of John Smith.. [found the report of the 
committee, (vol. 20,State Papers,701,) drawn by the 
honorable member from Massachusetts, in that mas- 
terlystyle which has alwayscharacterized his pen. It 
is said that this committee has.tried the members 
implicated. On comparing the priceedings,of the 
two committees, I have.not been /abie to see the 
difference in principle in their proceedings, except 
that in this investigation the committee kept within 
the rules of ev.dence adopted by all courts, and in 
that they were avowedly enlarged to the “admission 
of a spe ies of evi ‘ence which in courts of criminal 
jurisdiction would be excluded.” In John Smith’s 
case, I find argument on law and fact, keen, perti- 
nent, and powerful. I find also, sir, that thatcom- 
mittee say: “The committee have never conceived 
themselves invested with authority to try Mr. Smith. 
Their charge was to report an opinion jelating to 
the honor and privileges of the Senate, and’ the 
facts relating to the conduct of Mr. Smith. | Their 
opinion, indeed, cannot Le expre-sed in relation to 
the privilege of the Senate, without relating at the 
same time to Mr. Smith’s right of holding a seat in 
this body; but in that respect the authority. of the 
committee extends only to proposal, and not deci- 
sion.” Upon turning to the close of the report, I find’ 
that proposal was this resolution: 

“Resolved, That John Smith, a Senator from the State of 
Ohio, by his participation in the conspiracy of Aaren Bure 
against the peace, union, and liberties of the people of the 
United States, has been guilty of conduct incompatible with 
his duty and station asa Senator of the United States: And 
that he be therefor, and hereby is, expelled from the Senate of 
the United States.” 

Here, sir, is the annunciation.of guilt and sen- 
tence, not as a trial, but as a proposal to the Senate 
for its confirmation, enforced by arguments of 
great ability, both on law and the evidence, whieh 
that committee teok, : 

The case of Humphrey Marshall, a Senator 
charged with perjury, had the examination and 
report of acquittal. (2d vol. Sen. Jour, 217 to 224.) 

The case of Mr. Blount, a Senator from Tennes- 
see, occurred in 1797, (2d volume Senate Journal, 
383 to 392.) A copy ofa letter implicating him in 
conduct incompatible with his duty to the country 
was communicated to the Senate by the President, 
and it was referred to a committee to report what 
“Gt is proper for the Senate to do thereon.’’. ‘That 
committee examined witnesses and reported their 
evidence, although not specially authorized to.do so, 
and reported a resolution that he was “guilty of a 
high misdemeanor,” and “that he be expelled,” 
which was done by a vote of 25 to 1. 


In this House, sir, the precedents equally show 
that it has been the custom to examine witnesses, 
submit arguments on law and fact, and recommend 
final action to the House. . The first case is one of 
high sanction, Mr. Madison having been chairman 
of the committee. James Gunn, a Senator.from 
Georgia, in 1796, sent a challenge by the hands. of 
Frederick Frelinghuysen, a Senator from New Jer- 
sey, to A. Baldwin, a member of the House of Re- 
presentatives from Georgia, (2d vol. Jour. H: R. 
470 to 475.) The papers were laid. before’ the 
House by Mr. Baldwin, and referred to a‘commit- 
tee without any instructions whatever, and that:com- 
mittee took evidence, reported it a breach of privi- 
lege, but recommended to the House, asthe Se- 
nators had apologized, it should proceed no further. 

On the 14th January, 1800, the President: com- 
municated to the House a letter received bý him 
from John Randolph, one of its members, complain- 
ing against certain officers of the Army or Navy 
for insulting him. for words spoken in‘debate. ` It 
was referred to a committee without any instruc- 
lions, and that committee, without informing the 
House that any question of ‘privilege had arisen, 
examined witnesses, and reported thatit was a ques- 
tion of privilege, and censured Mr. Randolph for 
“derogating from the rights.of the House,” by, ap- 
pealing to the Execntive, and recommended: that no 
farther action should be-had by the House, (3. vol. 
Jour. H. R. 559 to 573.) - In the case of Matthew 
Lyon, the committee. were ordered to teport them, 
and did report for -his-expulsion, (3: voh Jout: HB 
157 to 179.) In the case of J.-A Coles, thecom- 
mittee examined evidence, and recommend ; 
should be the final action of thë House, (Jour: 
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R. 7 vol: p. 111; State Papers, 21 vol. p. 18 and 19.) 
In the case of Russel Jarvis, (Jour. 1-sess. 20 
Cong. 587 to 834,) the committee recommended 
What should be the final action of the House. In 
the case of Henty Q. Whéelet and Robert Codd, 
two Reporters who had an affray in the presence of 
the House, the committee appointed to inquire into 
the facts, examined witnesses and reported if 4 
breach of privilege, and recommended the adoption 
of resolutions affrminy H. G. Wheeler guilty of 
contempt and breach of privilege; and that he should 
be excluded from the Hall and iiiprisoned. In- 
deed, sir, it has been, I may say, the unvarying 
practice of committees of both Houses to do what 
is now called trying the cases referred to them, and 
that; too; whether they were specially empowered 
or authorized to teport opinions and recommenda- 
tions for the final action of the House, or only had 
a simple reference. 

I have stated these precedents, because they had, 
on my mind, much weight and influence; and I 
stated in the committee, while the report was und er 
consideration, that the current of practice seemed 
to be in favor of the power of the committee to 
recommend such action as they judged suited to the 
case; but that I was not prepared to yield to prece- 
dents in the face of a resolution which I thought dé- 
fined our powers in a more limited sense, or, at 
most, did not require of us to report what ought to 
be the punishment; and while I did believe, and do 
still believe, that we were required to report all the 
evidence, and to report whether there was a breach 
of. privilege, and by whom committed, with the 
, proof and reasons for that opinion, because it was 
so ordered by the resolution of the House, by the 
same rule of construction I concluded that we were 
not bound to report what should be the punish- 
ment of the offence, because the resoluticn did not 
order us to do so. When, therefore, the majority 
and the minority both went beyond what I deemed 
the letter of our authority and its spirit in the dis- 
cussion of testimony, or the expression ot opinions 
upon men or subjects not connected essentially 
with the inquiry ordered, I dissented. T partici- 
pated in no questions of opinion or conduct beyond 
that point. 

Having these views, and differing from the ma- 
jority, I have no objections to the course intimated 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, to 
vote against postponement of the consideration of 
the report, and refer it back to the committee, with 
proper instructions. Upon the coming in of a re- 
port without recommendations for the course of the 
© House, it will be disemibarrassed in deciding 
whether to proceed or not. 


SPEECH OF MR. BYNUM, 
Or Nortu CAROLINA. 

In the House of Representatives, March 13, 1838.— 
On the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year 1838; in reply to Mr. Hastean, of 
New Jersey, on his motion to strike out the ap- 

` propriation for the completion of a jet d'eau in 
the public. grounds in front of the Capitol. 

Mr. BYNUM rose, he said, to. express his utter 
surprise and astonishment at the extraordinary 
speech which had just been concluded by the mem= 
ber from New Jersey. ` He was entirely at a loss 
for language to express the feelings he entertained 
for the singular. and extraordinary course which 
that member had Seen fit to pursue on that occa- 
sion. He declared that he had never before, since 
he had had the honor of a seat on that floor, wit- 
nessed any thing to compare with it, in many par- 
ticulars.. In the whole course of- his legislative ex- 

“perience he had never witnessed any thing so un- 
necessary, so little called for, and so entirely inap- 

‘propriate to: the occasion. 
The member had. commenced his extraordinary 

remarks with a view, he said, of opposing an msig- 

nificant appropriation for a jet @eaw in the area of 
the Capitol- Yes, sir, the member, in discussing 
the appropriation for this little jet d’eau, had taken 
it upon himself to pour out the bitterness that had 
probably been generating in him for years, against 
those to whom he was politically opposed. Without 


| do not ever recollect to have heard the first respecta- 


i ings, language, and sentiments, 


. tinguished. taste it exhibits! and from what source 


“Could he have brought them from old Nassau, at 
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the remotest provocation, he had made a most wan- 
ton and unjustifiable attack upon the whole Demo- 
cratic party, towards whom he had used language 
which decency and respect for the place he occu- 
pied there should have prohibited. 

The member had surely forgotten where he was, 
and whom he represented. He (Mr. B.] could 
not bring himself to believe that the language 
ct sentiments which he had just heard deli- 
vered, were truly. representative of the feel- 
of the free- 
men of New Jersey, towards the friends of this 
or any other Administration. He knew such was 
riot the course that had met or would meet the ap- 
probation of the respectable portion of that party to 
which the member professed himself to belong. 
He had no doubt that sach a course would be re- 
pudiated by every high-minded man of that party, 
and would be by any other. He had already heard 
members of the party uttering expressions of dis- 
gust at such a course, at such a time and on such 
an occasion. 

He believed it was the same member, who in a 
speech at. the extra session had distinguished him- 
self in a way nearly as singular and extraordinary. 
This member then had electrified, no doubt, as he 
thought, the House some hours, with the most 
classic quotations, from nearly, he said, from the 
time that he consumed in delivering them, the third 
of a volume of Shakspeare’s plays, as much from 
Ovid, and the Lord knew how much of Horace; 
and from what other schocl-books he was not now 
prepared to say. 

The member then exhibited himself as a pure 
classic scholar, and a worthy representative of 
the true “decency party,” to which he believed no 
person objected, and the member was left unmo- 
lested in the full fruition of the honors he had 
achieved in this school-boy and classic exhibition 
and, sir, for the honor of the State, and the credit 
of the member himself, it would have been well 
for him. not to- have departed from those innocent 
classic juvenile exhibitions even here, and so long 
as the-member had been disposed to confine him- 
self to such innocent indulgence, he [Mr. B.] 
would have bee the last there to have interposed, 
to have cast a single censure upon his course. 

But what a contrast had the member from New 
Jersey’s {Mr.Hausrep] conduct then exhibited, 
with that on the occasion to which he then alluded? 
What a stupendous fall, had all present witnessed, 
in the conduct of that member then and on the 
present occasion! Then he addressed us almost ex- 
clusively in the refined language of Shalspeare, 
Ovid, Virgil, Horace, and other classic poets; now, 
sir, the whole of the member’s quotations have 
been made, evidently, from tippling shops, pot houses, 
and cros--road inns. His-language and figures are 
with such exactness, that they bear with them al- 
most the fume of those places. 

That member, having certainly lost sight of the 
place he occupied, in his brilliant effusions had 
denounced the Democratic party as, as—Mr. Spea- 
ker, I am loath to use it— Fan Jacks. What a most 
classic epithet! What a polite, classic, and dis- 


comes it? Is it possible-that the member could 
have learned such classic epithets at Princeton? 


which place, perhaps, hê may have been? If so, it 
certainly does an honor to‘that venerable institution, 
of which she will, doubtless, never be found to 
boast. Van Jacks! ` 


That member surely intended such language fer 
another place, and other ears. “He stands solitary 
and alone,” let me say, I believe, in having the 
honor of being the first of his party that has ever 
condescended to employ that epithet for the edifi- 
cation of the galleries here—for,I am sure, he 
could not have intended it for the ears of the hono- 
rable members of this House. Epithets illy suited 
to the pretensions of a member of a party that pro- 
fessed, and have long since monopolized to them- 
selves, all the “decency” of the country. As much 
as I havé mingled ‘in society for years past, I 


hle man, of either party, however zealous as a par- 
isan, condescend to employ it in serious debate: I 
never have seen it but once or twice, and then em- 


ployed by the lowest and dirtiest kennel presses; anc 
certainly had never expected that a member of this 
House would have so far lost that respect that was 
due to it, as to employ it here; and the member will 
certainly hereafter stand so. far pre-e ntly. dis- 
tinguished above ail his predecessors. ` ee 

The member had used another ep 


ithet  traly 
illustrative of his fund of classic epithets; he had 
denounced the Democracy as the “ spoils party.” 
This, no doubt, be has procured trom another 
quarter, whose classic beauty had. seized tena- 
ciously on the refined fancy of the member from 
New Jersey. With this classic epithet, too, the 
member seemed to be no less pleased than with 
his ‘ Van Jacks.” I think I have heard him use 
it before, and turn it in his mouth as some pre- 
cious morsel most agreeable and delicious to his 
classic taste. Sir, we all have our peculiar tastes, 
and most assuredly Ishallenvy not the member from 
New Jersey for his. “ The spoils party!” What 
was the member and his party after, if it were not 
the spoils of office, as. they choose to call’ them. 
They had them once, but used them in such a man- 
ner as to induce the people to take them away 
from them, and this seemed to be the “* old grudge,” 
from the classic remarks with which that member 
kad honored: the House to-day. The object of 
these catchwords the. people understood, I presume, 
as well as the member from New Jersey, or nearly 
so, though they may not possess as much of his 
classic learning ; and if the member intended them 
for his constituents alone, he had. certainly paid a 
poor compliment to their intelligence and plain 
common sense, which had ever been so greatly 
undervalued by the party to which that member 
belonged. It was to the misappreciation of the 
intelligence of the plain common people through- 
out the country, that the invariable defeat and 
overthrow of that party had ever been attributa- 
ble, more than to any other cause. It was the 
accursed rock” upon which their political bark 
had so often been wrecked, and it was in the teeth 
of this oft-repeated lesson of experience that the 
member from New Jersey was still rushing ahead 
to repeat again the experiment. Whether he 
would be found more successful than those who 
had preceded him of his party, depended mush 
upon. the intelligence: of that particular portion of 
people whom the member might. represent here ; 
but unless they were far behind the times, and in 
the rear of their brethren in other sections, the 
destiny of that member is already decided. The 
people are often deceived by their newspapers ud 
public speakers; but, in time, they have ec 
failed to right themselves. ey 

But the member from New Jersey sevaxed to 
express an “inherent horror” at the very soand of 
the word Democracy, as though it were someth ng ` 
foul and loathsome to the touch, that stained the 
mouth that uttered it; nor was he alone in being 
smitten with this horror, whenever that word was 
announced there. Sir, what is there so horrific in the 
word Democracy, that should make. gentlemen 
tremble and turn pale with scorn: whenever it is 
mentioned here, and which they were continually 
in the habit of speaking: of with Such dread and 
terror? What was the true meaning of this word, 
Democracy? According to my reading, it is de- 
rived from the two Greek words demos, the people, 
and cratia, their rule, or control, and simply means 
the people’s control, or the ruling people. The word 
Democracy is used, then, in contradistinction to the 
word Monarchy, the rule or control of one man—~ 
a monarch, a king, or tyrant—and an Aristocracy, 
the rule of a few. men—heretofore the patricians 
and nobility! Sir, there is nothing in this demos 
creatia, this rulé of the people, that is at all frightful 
to mé, nor should there be to any bul to those who 
would usurp their inalienable right to control, and to 
tyrants. ` ; 

What, sir, is there then in this Democracy that 
seems so odious and revolting to certain gentlemen 
here? Is it the power of the people that they dread? 
{sit at the idea of their control that makes them 
tremble and turn pale? “Or is ‘it their judgment that 
they so much deprecate? “Are they those that are 
to be expelled from ‘your Capitol as the ignorant 
servile crew,” as announced by your proud bank 
autocrat?) Gentlemen should pause and beware, 


$ 


280 


Mar. 1838. 


Zra ConGes2xp Š 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


General <ipproprirtion 


lest the people understand distinctly what they 
mean by these bitter denunciations of their control, 
power, and infiaence in this Government. Sir, 
they will, and do understand it, and will apply the 
remedy, as soon as they are disenthralled frem the 
influence of purtizan presics, by whose representa- 
tions they are so often. betrayed, bewildered, and 
deceived, and will in due time teach all false ora- 
tors the fallacy and folly of their arregance aud 
presumption in relying too nimch upon their stu- 
pidity, credulity, and ignorance. They all know, 


and will soon better understand, for what all this | 


denunciation of the Democracy is intended; at 
whose “control” this ‘poisoned dart” is aimed. Sir, 
the word Democracy, let me tell the member, is 
another word for the ptople’s rights, the people's 
“control,” which, the oftener repeated, the oftener 
denounced, the more strength it will acquire with 
those who would be the freemen of this country. 
Neither his ridicule, nor the sneers and taunts of 
his party, can or will ever bring it into contempt 
or disrepute, but with those who at heart are ihe 
true enemies of freedom, and of the equal rights of 
freemen. : 

‘What was the true meaning of this tirade, of this 
ridicule, of this Jeffersonian-Jackson-Van Buren- 
Democracy, dwelt on with such peentliar delight by 
the member from New Jersey? Why connect with 
ithis Loco Foco and Fanny Wrightism, but to 
bring it into disrepute? Wih whom? With the 
people themselves, and to disgust them with their 
own rights, with their owu power, with their own 
control. Coald this be misunderstood? What isthe 
whole tendency of this war against the Democracy, 
but to lessen the claims of the people to self-govern- 
ment, and the character of their claims to control 
that Government and those that wield it? Su, all 
such attacks are aimed directly, or indirectly, at 
the sovercign power of the people themselves. 
They are but covert and insidious attacks on their 
right to control, and of self-government, made un- 
der various delusive and deceptive . pretences. 
Such is no new mode now, of assailiny popular 
rights by their enemies; it wsiheir “way,” and bas 
ever been since the first dawn of public liberty and 
equal rights. This Jeffersonian-Jackson-Van Bu- 
ren-Democracy, that is now attempied to be held 
up in ridicule, and amidst sneers and scorn, may be 
the war-ery of future ages, to rally around the 
standard of Democracy the friends of freedom aad 
eqnal rights upon every soil where liberty has a 
devotes. 

Jounected with these illustrious names, the cha 
racier of American Democracy eau never suffer 
disparagement by bitter, unrelenting denunciations 
of disappointed, broken-down, soured, Presidential 
aspirants, or by the accumulation of coarse and 
vulgar epithets that may be heaped upon them by 
their minions, whose daily avocation is to cater for 
them here. 2 

The member from New Jersey, sir, bas enter- 
tained. us with a dissertation upon “dandies,” and 
the qualities that consiitutes one, and here let me 
say to that member, and I do it with icelings of 
the best kind, and in no spirit of sll-wil’, that he has 
touched upon forbidden and sacred ground. ‘The 
member seems to have forgotten what has recently 
clothed this House in mourning,.and roused tuo 
madness, with publie indignation, the people from 
one extremity of this Republic to the other. The 
member seems to haye forgotten, ihat he is re- 
sponsible for what assaults he may make here 
against a distinguished individual; he .cannot pre- 
sume that any-here are too ignorant to understand 
his iusinaations against. one of the first officers of 
the people of this country. The member is certain- 
ly grossly ignorant of the character that he has so 
wantomy, and without the Jeast provocation, as- 
sailed; he must. be ignorant that he is forming 
combustibles, that may involve this House by their 
explosion, in esnsequences far more deplorable 
than any which have been recently wiinessetl, as 
painfal as they may have been to many. Let me 
say, were that individua? present, against whom 
these extraordinary insinuations bave been so un- 
justly. made, it might require a guard of armed 
mien to conduct. the member safely to his lodgings. 
Sir; i am astonished. at any rational man, whose 
conduct here would invite or justify the resort: to 


ie 
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Bill—Mr. Bynum. 
such consequences, particularly after what has so 
recenily happened before us. The language of the 
member illy comported with the dignity of that 
House to repeat: I will not do itin the precise lan- 
guage of the member; a. proper respect for the 
House would forbid it, I understood him to say, 
however, to use as decorous language, as I well 
can, thai “the Democrats had turned dandies,” and 
tbat “ihe dandies had a great liking for dickies,” 
and that dickies had a close affinity to darkies “or 
blackies.”* 2 

Sir, what a classical allusion? What refined 
wit have we here? coming too from one of a party 
professing all the “decency” and decorum of the 
country. Were I one of that party, if never be- 
fore, I should now for the first time feel humbled. 
{know there are some high-minded men of the 
pariy to which the member belongs! Some, sir, 
that would do honor to any country, and I can 
but feel, feel, for them on the present occasion. 

Such allusions, Mr. Chairman, are unworthy of 
this 1. ouse, and of the seat that the member oc- 
eupies. Sir, he has acted, no doubt, without ad- 
visement on the present occasion with the senior 
members of his purty, and to ‘none but the very 
dregs of his own party, that from often. disappoint- 
ment, have become indifferent to every sense of 
shame and decency, can such allusions be agreea- 
ble or approved of, 

Sir, 1 hope that such loathsome insinuations may 
be deemed unworthy of notice, and that they may 
end here; but I have my forebodings, and can but 
caution gentlemen against the indulgence of such a 
course, if they appreciate the high character of this 
House, the good order and peace of society, 

So far from theremark being true, that the Demo- 
crats are “dandies,” the exact reverse is true; and 
the member must knew it- The Democracy are 
the laboring and working men in every country, 
and in every section of this. They are mostly of 
your. hard-handed mechanics, laboring men of 
every description; manufacturers, raisers of- pro- 
duce of every character, planters, farmers, plough- 
men of the scil, who alin to procure a livelihood by 
their honest industry. They are strangers te the 
follies of foppishness and dress, and have no. faith 
in those thal delight in such, and are consequently 
often ridienied by your light-headed “ dandies” and 


city cockneys, for the plainness of their. deportment 


and simplicity of apparei: to call such “ dandies” 
is a perversion of terms, bearing with it a species 
of intended deception, to escape the immediate de- 
tection of the most superficial observer. 

Of all the artifices to which the enemies of De- 
moeracy had yet resorted for the delusion of the 
people, this was unquestionably one of the most 
shallow; it was self-contradictory, and could but 
recoil on those who had advanced it. 

The member had forgotten, it was to be hoped, 
that he was addressing an American Congress. He 
could not seriously intend such an address for this 
body: I cannot ifor a moment believe that he did. 
‘This address was most evidently intended for -his 
constituents at home, The member had been truly 
improvidentin making this House the battery from 
which he was to discharge volleys of abuse against 
his political enemies at home, to the great delight 
and glory of his friends there. The selection of the 


place was truly unfortunate, in many particulars,- 


for such exhibitions, aud had ever provedso. This 
house was never intended as an arena for husting 
displays, to gull, excite, and delude the people, by a 
boid and reckless discharge of every species of .po- 
litical balderdash, to the great annoyance and ob- 
struction of all important public business. It was 
a most erroneous idea, that scemed to be enter- 
tained by certain gentlemen, that they were sent 
here 10 cater and huckster for low, party purposes, 
and to serve their Presidential candidates... Sir, 
this is no part of the duties of a member of Con- 
gress, It belongs more appropriately to another 
place ‘These are matters that shonid be settled by 
the peopie at home; placed far from the influence 
and excitements of Congressional intrigues. Had 


the member consulted some of bis seniors in ` 
making this singular and extraordinary.attempt,- 


they would have toid him, from: sad experience, 
the inutility of making electioneéring harangues on 
the floor of Congress, with 4 view of 


effecting an. 


H. of Reps 


influence abroad. Sir, the attempt has been before 
made here, and has. failed, and.proved: worse. than: 
abortive. The halls of Congress: are the.last places, 
that should be converted’ into political and- elec- 
tioneering arenas, and can never be done butat. 
the expense. of the great purposes for which we.are 
constitutionally assembled here. o o oreo a 

It has never been attempted without inflicting a- 
wound, either on the feelings of ‘one party.or. the 
other, or at the great. obstruction of public busi- 
ness, and the important interests ofthe country. 

If such remarks are intended for home consump- 
tion, and to effect ulterior interests there, I put the 
question, as the member professes himself a politi- 
cal economist, if the time he has. consumed, and 
which he will cause to be consumed, will not 
amount, in fact, to more than twice the amount of 
expenditure to which he has made his objection, . I 
venture to affirm that the speech of that member 
has and will cost the Government more than twice 
the amount of the appropriation upon. which it,has 
been made. eae CARRE ase e 

This, then, is a specimen of. the: members .eco-. 
nomy im public. expenditures... Ify: however: the 
true object of the member: isto address the people. 
of New Jersey from the floor.of. Congress, would 
it not be more economical to.the.Goyernment.to 
write ihem a circulur, as. is usual amongst m 
bers, and have it published at his own expense? 

Sir, it would be by far more in accordance with. 
that rigid economy that the member has so zeal-. 
ously advocated, and of which I. myself approves.: 

Had that member to pay. out of his own, pocket: 
the expense for.the loss of time to the Government 
and to the people, by his long. electioneering 
speeches, it is much to, be: doubted: whether..we 
should have them. as. long and as frequent. as. the 
member is disposed. now to-afflict the House’ with: 
It is to be hoped if in future any memberis dis-, 
posed to address his constituents in an electioneer-. 
ing speech, if he is a strenuous. advocate for eco-, 
nomy, that he may do itat his own expense, He. 
(Mr. ee never give his consent that the time 
of this House, which was intended for higher pur-. 
poses, should be consumed: in mere electioneer= 
ing bilingsgate, for the edification, and instruction. .. 
of the most reckless and’: dissolute: partisan: 
wise man had said. that there. was. a 
place for all things, and it 
ble than. to the present.: occasion., 
seemed entirely to -have forgotten that-an 
that he und his party might run the Government. 
to, would be at all felt by the people, or objecied to. 
He seemed unconscious that he and his party had 
concurred in and supported. nearly every extrava-:.. 
gant expenditure that had been. made by. the Go-.. 
vernment for the last ten years or more. He had 
been exceedingly unfortunate in: falling. upon. the 
subject of extravagance, as it was the.very subject, 
above every. other, of. which his-party could. have: 
been shown to have been most guilty. . 

Extravagant appropriations and prodigal expen-. ` 
ditures, jt could be easily.shown by the records:and’ 


journals of the House, were, most.of all others, the 


crime of the party to which the member: belonged, 
and of which they could at all times be most easily: .- 
convicted, or whenever it might be. thought: neces- 
sary by their opponents to convict them.., Sheuld- 
the member in future be disposed to.commence his- 
political hustings, it were. greatly to. be hoped that 
he would select some other arena. than the Hall è 
the House of Representatives. Such a course 
too expensive to the public, and too well cal 
to embarrass the. public business, to. th 
nience of the great body of the comm: 
therefsre, hoped that. the practice. woul 
repeated on that. floor either by the mem’ 
those who acted in concert with him the 
could, on its first blush, see its most-gla 
priety. i P o a 
But, sir, the member had, in his usual mode 
of pursuing a back trail after.the scent had: be- 


come stale and cold, in his onslaught against the: 


measures of this Administration and the Rep 
party, fallen back’and pounced, upon. the bac 
our old, venerable ex-President.. H 

voiley after volley o 
Jackson, and had r 
imbecile, treach 
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throughout by only one prominent feature, -and 
that was ignorance, Every charge the American 
people had again and again impliedly pronounced 
unfounded, and without-a shadow of justification. 
Sir, these charges were resurrectionary, and had 
long since been consigned ‘to the tomb as thrice 
refuted calumnies; and it was to. be regretted that 
any could be found who-had the boldness. now to 
repeat them? The member from New Jersey, 
like the honorable member over the way from 
Pennsyivania, (Mr. BIDDLE.] seemed never to have 
risen in that House to speak to any subject, how- 
ever irrelevant or trivial, that the. spectre of that 
time-honored old veteran soldier and statesman 
did not appear continually to haunt his disturbed 
imagination! And why wasall this? Was there 
never to be an end to the malignity of a disap- 
pointed, unrelenting, defeated party? Why pursue 
longer an individual who bas so often been tried 
by an inquest of his countrymen, and on every 
occasion been pronounced “not guilty?” Is it 
courageous, is it generous, is it. magnanimous, to 
carry on this war against an individual in retire- 
ment, who has so often defeated and overwhelmed 
you with shame and confusion whenever you.have 
dared to meet him before the great tribunal of his 
country? or is it the mere howling of the jackal 
after the lion has left the field of prey? 

Jt was unnecessary to characterize the kind of 
courage that such a course continued to display be- 
fore the eyes of a discerning public. The effects of 
all such attacks could only be compared to: the file 
and the gnawingeviper. The fame of that illustri- 
ous man could not be affected by the denunciation- 
of the whole host of malignant spirits who now em- 
braced every occasion to riot in his absence, and 
glut their morbid appetites in pouring out their 
venom against the character and fame ofone whom 
they can never reach; and between whom. aad 
themselves and uheir friends such is the. dis- 


tance. .that:.all:.comparison.is lost.” :.Sir, would- 


it were that. these; gentlemen could. know theim- 
menşe and: unmeasurable -space : that existed bé- 


tween their friends and them.and the object of their: 


hate! And why this more than’ mortal:hatréd to 
this distinguished and: time-worn, veteran? Is it-be- 
cause the Democratic people, in defiance of the 
screws and mandates from the ‘marble palace,” 
have seen fil, in their wisdom, twice to honor him 
with the first office of the world? Does it spring 
from that inherent hatred that gentlemen andtheir 
party have for the power of the people to control? 
Does it spring from this innate hatred towards the 
Demoeracy, the idea of: whose control in this Go- 
vernment filled them with so much horror —the ene- 
mies of popular rights? 

Sir, this illustrious man is not so much to be 
blamed for, his elevation, as. the people are them- 
selves, who alone could have effected it. Why not 
then. speak the truth, and denounce the great body 
of the American cultivators of your soil, farmers, 
manufacturers, raisers of produce, mechanics, and 
laboring.men of every description. .. These are the 
men who are to blame for: President Jackson’s 
election, in. opposition to the- power and influence 
of your rag and paper aristocracies, banking in- 
stitutions and brokers, swindling stock jobbers, privi- 
leged corporations, &c. They were the only true an- 
tagonistical interests, that had been arrayed against 
cach other,-in the election of. President: Jackson. 
It was. by this..array -of this -latter combination, 
that the measures of ‘his administration “had been 
so violently. opposed,-and..denounced: in the most 
unmeasured terms; but it was.-by the former inte- 
rest, that. he had -been twice:triumphantly elected, 


and which he never had failed to devote the whole. 


of his energies to sustain, at any and every hazard. 
It was:for his defence of those great interests, that 


the Democracy had rallied to, his-support-in-every ~ 


section.of this Republic, and it was.in the furthers 


ance and support. of those great: and: essential* 


principles that. that same. Democracy.:had: now 

rallied in the support of the principles of the pre- 

sent Adminstration.: Meet OKS f 
President Van: Buren 


would be found, when properly examined into, ‘to 


stood. committed in favor 
of the interests:of the- true -yeomanry of the nation, 
which compose the:prodacing-and working classes - 
of every. community: while. the opposing interests.: 


consist of the non-laboring and unproductive classes of 
the country, whose ingenuity had been taxed, since 
the first dawn of society, how to arrest from the 
hands of the honest Jaborer the profits of his indes- 
iry, and of the planter and producer the fruits of 
their honest toil. These were the great natural 
divisions in the first organization of society. They 
were now,as then,the only true antagonistic interests 
that had been arrayed againsteach other in this 
country, ever since the appearance of the peto 
message of 1832. ‘The influence of the Bank of the 
United States, and all other similar institutions 
had never been of a laboring or producing charac- 
ter, and could, consequently, have had no fellow 
sympathy, or identity of interest, with that class of 
the community. But-not so with the other inte- 
rests. It was the fostering and prolific parent of 
every species of non-laboring and unproductive in- 
finences; and it was by the aid of this great machine 
of modern invention, wielded by a most skilful, 
though a non-daboring and a non-producing interest, 
that the unprofitable, unproductive classes had ac- 
quired such ascendancy in many sections of this 
country; and should such an influence, with such 
interests, finally triumph in this Republic over the 
productive and laboring interests of the country, it 
would prove a calamity more deplorable and fatal 
to the. best interests of this nation, than all the ca- 
lamities combined that had ever afflicted this coun- 
try, since our first settlement as a colony of vassals 
from the shorts of Britain. 

Sir, it is impossible, when this game is fairly un- 
derstood, that the mechanic, manufacturer, planter, 
producer, and laboring man, can ever consent to 
place at the control and disposal of a gambling, 
banking, non-laboring, non-producing class, the pro- 
fits of their labor, and the produce of their plant- 
ing. Such a demand is as unnatural as it is illi- 
beral and unconstitutional; a thing to which this 
people will never submit, except by a temporary 
delusion, and a diversion from their true positions 
invsociety—the arts to effect which, however, 

have been no lessnumerous than untiring. By 
-thei aidof the: great capitalists of these institu- 
tions, a ‘great portion. of the public presses in every 
section of the country had:becn subomed to sub- 
serve their interest; and to promote their ambitious 
and aggrandising views; by ‘the nse of such, had 
the people been so long kept in partial ignorance of 
the true nature and designs of these opposing par- 
ties. 

Their facilities to corrupt and establish presses 
were immensely greater than any that either the 
people of the country or their Government pos- 
sessed, nor had any thing been sparing in their ef- 
forts, either by direction or indirection, in subsi- 
dizing them, wherever it had been found practica- 

le. . It was by such means that this non-preductive 
interest had grown with such gigantic strides, and 

. threatened to control the profits of the whole labor- 

` ing and producing classes of the country, te the 
importance of which it was impossible that this 
people should any longer continue indifferent: or 
ignorant. 

But the member from New Jersey had been èx- 
ceedingly unfortunate in his selection of a subject 
on which to pour out his vials of gall-and wrath 
on the devoted heads of the. friends of this Admi- 
nistration. ‘The member had been too ‘impatient 
fur attack to have possessed himself of the proper 
‘“vantage-grounds.” = It might have been well for 
him to. have- paused awhile, until he had gained 
the true:position of the enemy, and the facts, as 
they. existed'on this subject in relation to his own 
friends. ‘The member could not have been aware 
of the position they.occupied upoAt the subject be- 
fore the House, which. had called forth his most 
bitter and extraordinary effusion.. The member 
certainly could not have. known. that the very méa- 
surewhich had brought forth his.very bitter and 
unrelenting denunciation, was.concocted, and ori- 
ginated, and brought in, at the special request and 
instance of -one of his own best friends. Yes, sir; 
this extravagant -proposition—this. prodigal mea- 
ssure—this most-useless -appropriation—whith had 
been.the theme of that member’s bitterest reproba- 
tion, had been introduced and reported at-the spe- 
cial request and recommendation of-the distinguish- 


‘ed chairman of the Committee on Publie Build- 


ings, [Gov. Lincotn of Massachusetts; |. a member 
fally worthy of the place he occupies, distinguished 
as a member of this Hoüse, and more distinguished 
as one of the party to which the member from. Ni 
Jersey belongs. He is no Demoer: 
be suspected of having any partical 
for this Administration, or the measu i 
A gentleman in every sense ofthat word, al 
whose membership. would do discredit.to.no party 
in this or any other country. Pa 

It had been at the request.and instance of. that 
distinguished gentleman that the measure had been 
proposed, that had been denounced asso monstrous, 
and as evidence of the extravagance. of this Ad- 
ministration. He would not undertake to argue 
the propriety of that appropriation. He would not 
look to it. lt had been reported by the acquiescence 
of both parties, and he thought it a matter too im- 
material to consume the precious time of that House 
on, particalarly after its meeting with the, almost 
unanimous support of both parties in the two com- 
mittees. The game, he thought, too insignificant 
to embarrass the important business of the House 
in playing, though it might ultimately be found to 
be improper, which seemed from. every species of 
infermation that had been yet given on this ocea 
sion was far otherwise. If, however, there was 
blame to attach to any party there for the measure, 
he could assure the member thatit would not a‘tach 
to the Administration, or to the odivus Democrats 
He would have to look to another quarter on which 
to saddle its guilt. BS a eee 

In the course of the member’s truly singular and 
eccentric dissertation upon political economy, he 
ingeniously fortified himself hy a most redeeming 
confession, and surely it had had much weight with 
him [Mr. B.] After enumerating a catalogue of 
abuses, and a great number of appropriations. for 
one objector another, and that appropriations had 
been made for the civil list, the army, and contin- 
gent funds—an idea, by-the-by, somewhat. bright 
to inform the House of at this late day of our his- 
tory—he had declared to the House, by a most pre- 
cious confession, that he was a “novice in polities,” 
and was little acquainted with the manner and na- 
ture of those appropriations. Why, then, if a no- 
vice, had the member undertaken to play off there 
the instructer?. It required no ghost from the dead 
to inform the ‘House of his being a mere novice in 
legislation; nor did he think ‘that the member- him-. 
self was under any necessity of informing. the 
House of it. i gi eae i 

The member had expressed ihe greatest desire to 
learn why such and such appropriations. were .pro- 
posed, and their objects; assuming to himself at 
once the double capacity of teasher and scholar. . 

Now, if the House had to learn every gentleman 
every reason that had influenced it in bringing Tor- 
ward every measure on which it might be proper to 
act, it would be placed in a most embarrassing con- 
dition. It might happen that it would have bat 
little else tò do. He dii not look upon itas one 


_ of the appropriate duties of that body to take upon 


itself the instruction of its members there. _Infor- 
mation upon nearly every subject embraced in. the. 
bill had been called for in some shape or-other, and 
placed on the table of every member of the House; 
and it could do no more: it would not, he hoped, 
uncertake to make members tread them... Every 
latitude had been granted (and he was glad to say 
by both parties) to the demands for information to 
be laid before the House; and if gentlemen did not 
acquaint themselves.by that means of the nature of 
the-business, and the reasons upon whieh it was 
carried on, he confessed he. knew of no better mode 
by which it could ‘be done. Besides, there was 
something incumbent on the members themselves. 
It was their duty to acquire information for them- 
selves, both out of, as well as in, the House... >” 
He hardly presumed that the member professed 
to standin need of so much information. on the 
subjects of legislation, while -eleationeering on the 
hustings in New Jersey; he. doubted much if the 
member had not then professed to, have -known all 
about it. Hadit been otherwise, the people. of 
that State would hardly have! taken it-upon.them- 


“selves to have sent a Jeatner, "fa mere novice,” in be- 


gistation here, to transact their business. 
The member had therefore in another way, paid 
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a poor compliment to the intelligence and Sagacity 
of his constituents. It had, in his judgment, ever 
been one of the greatest misfortunes to the people 
that their representatives, after getting to Wash- 
ington, learnt too much. 

They were too often taught different polities here, 
from those they professed, when elected. Tt was 
exceedingly unfortunate that we came here to 
Jearn either our politics or morals, It was by such 
learning, and from such a source, that the people 
had been too often placed under the necessity of 
changing theit representatives. They Were too apt 
to learn here, very differentjlessons from what they 
had learned at home; and by this means, much of 
the simplicity of our republican form of Govern- 
ment had been departed from, ahd no party had 
ever suffered more sëverely by such drilling and 
learning here, than had the old truly Republican 
Democratic party of this country. 

Tt was here that their representatives had von: 
stantly been won over by the spletidor of équipage 
—the intrigues of distinguished leaders—the great 
conveniences of A great moneyed controlling institu- 
tion, fromthe economical simplicity of a plain Demo- 
cratical Government. It was against this mode 
of learning and instruction of members here, that he 
had ever protested, as being repugnant to the best 
interest of every constituent people of this nation. It 
was, in his estimation, treason to any party,that when 
any change was effected in the course of their re- 
presentative, while here in the discharge of his du- 
ties, It was a source of much of that party ran- 
ca, that was so much to be deprecated in every 
community. It was but natural, that when a re- 
presentative deserted the party here, that had elect- 
ed him at home, that he should move heaven and 
earth afterwards, in search of an excuse to justify 
that desertion: better, far better, in his judgment, 
that these changes should be effected at home, in 
the presence of the people, whose agents we pro- 
fessed to be here. 
` Scenes of this kindhad become matters of daily 
oceurence, disreputable alike to the representative 
body, and the people whose want of sagacity had 
induced them to select a changeling, to be played off 
on, by every artful intriguer, and to be used up by 
any canting politician, who might temporarily 
stand in need of his services. Sir, it had been 
such men, after having been literally used by 
men of superior parts, to justify their deserlions 
of the people’s interest whom they represented, 
had converted mere specks of improprieties 
into mountains of corruption, and joined in the 
great chorus of alarms and panies, to divert the 
attention of the people from the infamy of their 
own desertion and treason to the great interests 
of their people. There was no subject to which 
the great body of the people should look 
with more intense anxie y, than to that of the de- 
sertion of their representative of the principles 
and interest, to carry out whichhe had received 
their suffiages. It was from such apt representa- 
tives of the Democracy, who so easily learnt things 
here, that they had ever had the greatest danger to 
apprehend, and by whom they had so often been be- 
trayed. He trusted most sincerely that the time 
had well nigh arrived, when the intelligent people 
would brook such impositions and base betrayal of 
their interests, principles, and sentiments, no longer. 
It was firm and faithful representatives that they 
stood mostly in need of here. Men that could 
never be seduced by the blandishments of men of 
superior tact and design, or the overweening in- 
fluence of moneyed facilities and conveniences. It 
is of such influences that the representatives of the 
people stand in the greatest dread and danger, It 
is against such that they have to guard with the 
most sleepless vigilance for the preservation of the 
great rights and liberties of freemen. . ; 

Again, sir, the member has characterized this 
as an extraordinary appropriation, with other ex- 
traordinary measures of this Administration. It is 
not at all wonderful that any measures of this 
Administration should seem extraordinary. to that 
member, who would doubtless consider any thing 
extraordinary that was not of bankish or whiggish 
manufacture. As extraordinary as it might seem 
to’ the member, he confessed that he saw nothing 
of an extraordinary character about it. 


Instead 


of being an exira, he thoiight it the inost ordinary 
and coltmon-plate méastiié; so much so, that it 
was About the last on which he had expected the 
discharge of such a combination of artillery; and 
from the preparation and show of which mighty 
onslaught, he had beei strikingly reminded of an 
anecdote, by way of a metaphor, that had been 
applied in that House, in answer to some fteniarks 
that had been made over the Way by his very 
honorable friend from New York, (Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG,] on some former occasion, by a most 
distinguished and talented member from the State 
of Kentucky, who, he regretied; liad nit a seat on 
that flovi at that time; for, whatever failures and 
imperfections he might have had, he made 
free to say, though differing with him in general 
politics, that there never had been a more valuable 
member of that House, as a vigilant, and faithful, 
and uncompromisiog guard of the disbursement of 
the publié revenues of this country, nor a more 
economical legislator. He alluded to the honorable 
Benjamin Hardin of Kentucky. That gentleman 
had observed, in relation to some preparation once 
made by his friend over the way, which he thought 
could be with much more appropriateness applied 
on the present ovcasion; that he had put him in 
mind of a company of backwoods hunters, who 
had gone tu the Rocky mountains, armed with the 
best of rifles and muskets, with a most plentiful 
supply of both powder and ball, to encotinter the 
grissly bear, and the more rugged and ferocious 
buffalo; and who, after arriving at the spot or 
place of contest, had shot away the whole of their 
ammunition at minks and polecats, before the 
arrival of the noble animals for which they had 
gone in search. 

After much preparation and porade for an 
attack upon the enormities of this Administration, 
which had increased its expenditures by millions 
and tens of millions of dollars, the member had 
let loose the whole of his artillery against a little 
“jel d'eau,” requiring an appropriation of some 
three or four thousand dollars, the painting or pa- 
pering of some musty mantled room in the Presi- 
dents house of some two or three hundred dollars, 
and had dwelt with great emphasis and much 
zeal upon the extravagant increase of expenditures 
for the printing of public documents. Now there 
might be some truth in all this, in which, if the 
member was right even, so diminutive was the 
game that he struck at, he doubted if the time he 
had consumed in delivering himself upon these 
subjects, did not cost the Government more in re- 
ality than the whole amount of the appropriations 
here alluded to. He had been exceedingly unfor- 
tunate, however, in-his allusions to the printing of 
public documents, though, as the member profess- 
ed to be a “novice” in these matters, he was cer- 
tainly in a measure excusable. For any extrava- 
gancies incnrred by the legislative department, the 
Executive could not, by any process of justice or 
reason, be made responsible. The increase of the 
public printing of voluminous documents had been 
effected by both branches of Congress, and not by 
the Executive, as the member would have his con- 
stituents to believe; and he had now to learn, for 
the first time, if the members of the party to which 
that member belonged had not always been as for- 
ward in asking information, and demanding it, of 
the different departments, as those of the Adminis- 
tration. Had not the opposition party always been 
ready, when any opposition was made to many, as 
he supposed, of their unnecessary calls, (as he 
thought, which was intended more to embarrass the 
Administration than otherwise,) to rise up there 
and to accuse the friends of the Administration of 
a disposition to stifle inquiry, and to prevent the 
exposure of the truth?) Let the member, though a 


noviciate in these matters, refer to the journals of į 


that House, and observe the yeas and nays upon 
every subject of the kind. 

Sir, said Mr. B. 1 am proud whevever I can 
hear gentlemen come out. in favor of economy, re- 
trenchment, and reform. Upon those subjects, he 
would be glad to compare notes with. the ‘member 
from New Jersey, or any other of his party... He 
would then, and there, pledge himself to-go. with 
that member, or any other, or any party, for any 


reduction or reform that they might bring up in | 
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good earnest; and press forward in gocd:faith: . He 
had ever been an advecate of economy: in beth 
private and public life; and was ever-ready;.on all 
occasions, to test his sincerity in either branch by 
his practice. Lo he ; 

But in undertaking these great. measures of re- 
form- and’ yeductioti; lie did not believe that any 
thing beneficial to the public welfare could. bë 
effected by coupling with them bitter lectures, and 
malignant party rebukes. Such would’ always 
carry with them a greater presumptive evidence of 
influences of party spirit than ‘public. good, and 
would; therefore; contribute: greatly to defeat the 
very object which they proposed to effect. 

Again: an attempt of that kind should be direct- 
ed at some great principle, or object of import- 
ance, that might effect some radical change, both 
in the revenues and disbursements. of the public 
moneys of the nation: ` 

Such were the reductions and reforms of -which 
he was in favor; and to effect which he would 
pledge himself to go as far as he who went 
farthest. He doubted very much, whenever a 
bona fide proposition for reduction and reform was 
brought forward, whether he should have the aid 
and support of the very economical. and: zealous 
member from New Jersey. Re neon 

He [Mr. B.] had always believed that: there had 
ever been more collected out of the pockets of the 
people, than there had been. atiy real-or absolute 
necessity for, which had caused; more than any 
other one thing that came within his knowledge, an 
increase in the public expenditures,’ It had been 
the great and fruitful source of those liberal and 
prodigal appropriations that had ‘been so much. the 
theme of denunciation with the Opposition for years 
past, notwithstanding they had been almost the | 
sole and exclusive advocates and supporters of the . 
very means by which much, if not all, of these ex- 
travagances and prodigalities had been effected. -` 

Sir, it was nothing less than the “protective tarif,” 
which was the prolific mother of all these extrava- 
gances, and profuse and exorbitant appropriations, 
that had been indulged in for years past, connected 
with that notorious and prodigal system of internal 

rotective 


improvement, which, united. with the: 
tariff, bore the political cognomen of the 
System,” It was that American System that had 
given birth to every extravagant: appropriation. 
By its effects ‘more ‘had been collected’ from the 
pockets of the people than there had’ been any ne- 
cessity for; and it had been an inducement to all 
parties to look cut for new objects for which to 
make appropriations, rather than to have the mone 
to lie idle in the Treasury of the nation, ~~ 
He would here ask honorable members, who 
had been the great champions. and advocates of 
this prolific mother of abominations, what party 
did it originate with, and by what party hadät been - 
sustained? ‘ j : 
Never hadit been the doctrine of the Democra~- 
cy, or the controlling people, that seemed so’ much of 
late to horrify a certain party in this House; to col- 
lect more from themselves than was absolutely ne- 
cessary for the expenditures of the Government. 
Stop your exorbitant levies upon the people, and 
exactions from the profits of their. honest labor, and 
there could then be but little danger of extravagant 
appropriations. © It was by this “American sys- 
tem” that the sluices of extravagance and prodi- 
gality had been so. widely opened, and.-ovérflooded 
the whole country with the mest’ profuse, and, in 
some instances, reckless appropriations. ‘It. had 
been the great fountain of almost every ‘species of 
governmental! corruption, since its: earliest ‘organi- 
zation. ee : 
Now, I would ask, in all soberhéss, said:he, will 
the member from New Jersey, or any of his asso- 
ciates in this indiscriminate party-war against this 
Administration, join me in forthwith striking down 
this tariff system, by which sö mach has been unne- 


measure to effect it; however sli; 
No, sir: 


adi sh, but to meréase; 
your tariff, and saddle on us again your- -American 
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system—this most fruitful of all sources of prodi- 
galıty, extravagance, injustice, and oppression. 

By this kind of reform and reduction—that is, to 
strike down your tariffs immediately to be com- 
menced, in good faith, and to. arrest your extrava- 
gant system of internal improvements, which had 
been so effectually crippled by the last Administra- 
tion—you would effect a reduction and retrench- 
yaent in truth, to-the amount of millions and tens 
„of millions annually to this Government,. an object 
aruly worthy of the time that might be consumed in 
its discussion, and one of the highest benefits to the 
great body of the people of this country. 

Mr. B. asked if the member from New Jersey, 
‘or any of his party, was prepared to go this length 
with him in. economy, redaction, and reform; if 
not, he would be compelled to doubt the sincerity 
of all their professions of economy and retrench- 
ment, as being designed to amuse the ear only, 
while they were intended to deceive the heart. 

« This cavilling about individual appropriations of 
petty amounts was a penny-post. business, in his 
judgment little worthy of serious debate in that 
ffouse, when objects of so much higher moment 
were continually staring them in the face, and 
calling aloud for a reform; yet he doubted, greatly 
doubted, if the member would not be found 
among the last-of. that- House to lend a listening 
ear ‘to such a call. It never had been any part of 
the policy of the party to which that member be- 
donged, to let the money of the people remain in 
their own pockets. Such doctrines were only to 
‘be found in the Democratic creed, but which occa- 
sionally had been seized hold of by their bitterest 
enemies to use for special and temporary purposes. 

He was perfectly convinced that there could be 
no” salutary reform, economy or retrenchment so 
Jong as there was more money collected from the 
people than the necessary wants of Government re- 
‘quired, and we could never produce the effect. with- 
out.we removed the cause.: Any ‘action by Con- 
gress less than that, would effect but little, in his 
opinion, towards economy and retrenchment. ` He 


believed, let either party gain the control of theGo- - 


vernment, so long as there was money hoarded ‘in 


your Treasury, that there would be objects found - 


or invented to appropriate it to. This was natural, 
and would be found to be a necessary consequence, 
fiom a variety of reasons, too numerous to enu- 
merate. 

That there had been, and would be in all time to 
come, petty defaications and want of economy in 
the-different: functionaries of Government, and un- 
der. any and every Administration, he had not the 
least doubt; and: he: would always be found as rea- 
dy, without regard to party, to apply a corrective 
as ‘any man, in or out of that House. Bul, never 
had he, nor would he, place the merits or demerits 
of any Administration upon the existence or non- 
existence of such petty abuses. ‘These were sub- 
jects over which this House had control, and no 
Executive should be held responsible alone for such 
abuses. It was. his duty, however, as far as his 
power extended, to correct them when brought 
within his knowledge. f 

If the member will-recur to the yeas and nays 
upon all questions of appropriations in that House, 
he would find that his party would have but little to 
prag. of for their votes against those that had heen 
considered the most extravagrant; in fact, he, Mr. 
B: would be willing to-risk the character of the 
friends of the Administration upon that issue. And 
thé member would- find too that there was a great 
difference in the facts, asrecorded, and in the mere 
declamation used ‘here, for political -effects and 
patty purposes. : Sees 

‘Mr. B. would always be found willing to lend 


his support to the raising of any” scaling committee | 


thatthe member might propose, provided he would 


specify the objects to be reduced. “None would be: 


more ready than himself to aid any mémberinany 
measure that had for its object the reduction of the 
public -disbursements to an economical’ standard. 
Economy, he-had ever believed, was an essential 
feature in a Demiocratical Government, and one 
from “which therë should be no departure, ‘except 
called for by the most urgent necessities.” But it. 


was the reverse with almost every other species of - 


Government, which throve mostly in proportion 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


General Appropriation Bill—Mr. Bynum. 


to the excessive revenues which they could exact 
from the labor and produce cf their people. He 
never had been, nor never could be, found an ad- 
vocate for extravagance, either as a public man, or 
as a private individual; and if there. was a virtue 
to be found in it, he confessed that he had lived to 
the present age without having been ableto dis- 
cern the first part of it. Nor would he, fora mo- 
ment, remain a friend of any Administration that 
would, knowingly, sanction, directly or indirectly, 
any system of extravagance in any one of its de- 


| partments or functionaries. 


He was no baby, however, to be frightened from 
his long-cherished principles of Republicanism and 
Democracy, by mere cries of extravagance, emana- 
ting from upstart politicians, office-seekers, or malig- 
nant broken-down Presidential aspiranis, or by the 
wailings of dismissed secretaries, who had long 
since lost the confidence of the public; by such he 
was neither an object to be played upon, cheated or 
deceived, which seemed to have been almost their 


sole object since their expulsion from power by the 
people in 1828. Ee knew that the charges of extra- 
vagance, when made by such, were not intended 
for investigation, nor for the ear of the well in- 
formed upon political subjects, but were made for 
political effect, to operate upon the more ignorant 
of mankind. Hence their universal concealment, 
beneath vague generalities, in the most of their 
charges, which, they well knew, could never lead 
to specific investigation. Such for years had been 
the character of the charges of extravagance against 
this and the former Republican Administration of 
President Jackson. He had not, himself, seen any 
thing new in these charges: they did not even pos- 
sess the merit of novelty; andthe American people, 
tco, had but too well learnt both the character of 
the charges, and the scurces from whence they 
came, for them longer even to answer the purposes 
of deception. ‘The public appetite has become 
cloyed to sickness with these oft-repeated charges by 
the same sources, and they demanded proof and 
. Specification against the- Administration; bat they 
had done it m vain. “The foul authors of these 
sharges had always found shelter under their vague 
generalities, that embraced every body and every 
thing, but could be fixed on none. ak 
But it was the known tactics of a great brag- 
player to boast most upon the weakest hands. It 
so appeared with the Opposition. They had al- 
ways been loudest and most prolific in their charges 
of extravagance and corruption when in possession 
of the least proof to substantiate them; a practice 
with them that had been reduced to a system. 
They had a common shieid, under which they 
always sought protection, and from which they sel- 
dom ever ventured very far, which always con- 
sisted in vague’ and indefinite generalities, too 
cautious ever to specify facts cr to desig- 
nate individuals. To such vaunting economists 
he had ever said, name your time, your place, 
your facts, your individuals, and he would go with 
them in any and every investigation to ferret out 
the truth, and to expose the delinquent; but- no, 


that had been going rather too far for them; their 
purpose had been answered, by simply making 
the charge with a bold front. Tt was for- political 
effect and deception, and. not that of truth, or to 
remedy abuses. There had no! been a single in- 
stance, Where a .member of the Opposition had 
brought forward in good faith, any measure of 
a reform and reduction founded on priaciples of 
economy, in which they had not been promptly 
met, and every means furnished to aid them in 
their investigations. Had gentlemen forgot what 
had occurred there but a few yearsago with certain 
famous investigating committees raised by the sug- 
gestion, and ai the instance of the same Opposition? 
Had they forgot how they had been caught, in re- 
lation to’ the investigation of the conduct recently 
of a certain Senator. These happened to ‘be 
too specific to answer there purposes of abuse and 
calumny. When had the Administration under- 
taken to conceal any acis of its extravagance, or 
shield from exposure the corruptions of its depart- 
ments or officers? Sir, never.. ‘Then why these 
hueg and cries against it, but to deceive and im 
pose upon the innocent and uninformed people, 
in which attempt, indeed, existed much of the true 


MES 


for years to deceive, to excite alarm, a i 
peaceful people of this nation against’ the 
vernment, and its free Democratic Repu 


{hstitutions, and to disparage the idea of a Govern - 
ment being successfully carried cn under the’ con- 
trol of a Democratic people. : ee 

The member had next made his objections’ to 
the members of the departments, and clerks ‘of bu- 
reaus, taking and reading newspapers, and had eg- 
hibited much wit, no doubt, as he thought, in his 
description of mahogany and hickory bureaus. He 
knew not to what'¢&tent the practice prevailed of 
furnishing the departments with newspapers for 
their clerks. It looked to him, however, like’ an- 
other “Rocky Mowntain hunt.” The game, he 
thought, was too small to pay for the ammunition 
that it took to kill it, or the time that it. had con- 
sumed to prosecute it. They were al! matters that 
should come within the cognizance of some of ‘the 
committees, and particularly that upon accounts 
and contingent funds. If there was any thing 
amiss in this respect, they should have reported it 
else they have been delinquent in their duty to the 
conntry; and if the member wished it, and would 
move it, he would vote. him a committee to exa- 
mine the facts and report them to the louse, and 
forthwith apply the remedy; but he could not Vote 
for or against any thing upon the mere prejudiced 
and heated assertions of political partisans of that 
House. No man could be safe in so doing. 

If too, there had been so great a number of 
hickory-bureaus created for the member, and he 
thought them more durable than mahogany, why 
did he not come forward with some tangible, specific 


fied. to make 


Sir, it had always been easy 
such charges: it required neither tact nor: talent 
to do it; but the difficulty was in the proof, and it 
was that, that would be required by every intelli- 


gent, thinking and discerning people. All had be- 
come heartily tired of these heartless, idle charges, 
intended merely for excitement and deception 
alone. The people looked for something else. 
They were entitled to, something more.- Such a 
course was undervalueing their intellect, and treat- 
ing with contempt their ordinary. faculties of 
mother wit and common sense. It was the folly 
of children to be influenced by the repetition. of 
charges, and the boldness of assertions without 
proof, and that there was something more due to 
the good sense of the people, than such a course 
to be pursued with them, by any set of men or party. 
The member had again alluded to the volumi- 
nous documents that-had been published by Con- 
gress, and the length of the reports of committees, 
and of the public officers of the Government, and 
would have his constituentsito infer, that for this tou 
the friends of this Adminisiration were alone re- 
sponsible. As to the committee's reports there was 
no doubt, and he wouid challenge- proof to the 
contrary, that these emanating from his own party ` 
had ever been found as voluminous, and more so, 
than those made by the Democratic party; and to 
attempt to restrict such teports in any shape what- 
ever, would be immediately: construed into an at- 
tempt to stifle the trith, and would be without its 
parallel in legislative or judicial history. He be- 
lieved it was the first attempt he had either read or 
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heard of, and would undoubtedly be found as im- 
practicable as it was novel and without a precedent. 

Bat the reports of the officers of the Government, 
the Secretaries, etc. were too -long, said the mem- 
ber. Now sir, was the like of this objection. ever 
before known or heard of? Certainly not in this 
House. There could not be found any record of 
such a one in the whole annals of the legislation 
of this country, What did it amount to? Why, 
this House, by a resolution, calls on one of the 
officers. uf the departments’ for information on 
some particular subject: the officer of the Govern. 
ment complies; reports the infermation required 
to the House, in obedience to the call, and imme- 
diately objections are made to the report, not for 
its inaccuracy or defectiveness, but because it con- 
tains too much of the facts called for; it is too long; 
the author of the call did not want to hear so much 
of it. Now this was to his mind the most extra- 
ordinary step that had ever yet been taken. by the 
most reckless of those who had been urged on by 
the wildest infariation of party prejudice. Was 
itthe character of this House—had it ever been 
to restrict the reports of public officers? Would it 
not be exercising an inquisitorial censorship, known 
only to the despotisms of the old world, whose very 
existence depended onthe most limited and restricted 
statement of facts to go before the public eye. 
Tt was one of the veriest appendages of tyranny to 
bolster up the despotisms of the most oppressive 
Governments of the world. The whole idea was 
not less new to him than it was revolting to every 
principle of liberty, and repugnant to the investi- 
gation of truth. It was worse than calling a wit- 
ness into court, and then telling him how much 
truth he should swear to in the evidence he was 
about to give. ` 

But the whole subject was too monstrous to pro+ 
secute further. The character of such a proposi- 
tion was too near self-evident to require further 
comment or exposure. 

One word more as to the “Demoscratia,” the 
control of the people, or the Democracy of the coun- 
try; a name which had become so offensive, and 
productive of the sneers of that member, and the 
party to which he belonged, in that House. The 
fickleness of the Democracy had been proverbial 
from the earliest history of the political world; and 
though the most honest had ever beeit the most sub- 
ject to perpetual change and abuses, no party has 
ever been so subject to every species of abuse and 
imposition. here had scarcely been an instance 
in its history, where it had ever been overthrownor 
defeated, thatithad not been done by the desertion 
and treason of professing friends. Scarcely a year 
had passed within the history of this Government, 
that did not witness striking instances of some pro- 
minent members seceding, and attempting to be- 
tray the interests of that party into the hands of its 
bitterest enemies. No body was ever more replete 
with instances of this kind, than had been the Con- 
gress of the United States forthe last six or eight 
years. 

The history of the Government did not record as 
many instances of desertions and betrayers of that 
party as had taken place here in the same length 
of time. At every new election that party ‘had 
sent members here, who no ‘sooner arrived than 
they appeared to place themselves in the market, 
to be bid for or won over by their more wily oppo- 
nents. It was one of the curses with which that 
party had ever been afflicted. Men seemed now-a- 
days to seek the confidence of the Democratic peo- 
ple; but with the most wilful intent to betray them. 
The eye of every friend of Democracy and a free 
Government should be turned immediately to the 
cotrection of an evil that threatened so imminently 
to sap the foundation of a party who were the 
upholders of the only free Government on earth—a 
party whose great object had ever been to secure 
and give efficacy to the unbjassed control of a 
majority of the great body of the freemen of this 
couniry—and guard them against the insidious ap- 
proach and allarements of aris‘ocracy, in whatever 
delusive form or shape its interest might prompt it 
to assume. i ge ee 

It was a most notorious fact too, though not. at, 
all unwatural; that these deserters from the people’s 
party, ‘in attempting to betray the 1 


either by instructions to those committees or 
otherwise, to examine them and report the facts, 
or apply whatever remedy which might, in their 


investigation, that could terminate only in any prac- 


sincerity of his heart regretted to say, from his 


| dit to himself and satisfaction to the public, by the 


D emogracy, had i 
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always become their most furious enemies imme- 
diately after their pretended conversion. It. then 
became their interest to justify themselves with the 
people whom they had betrayed at home, to see or 
pretend to see a thousand corruptions and. mal-prac- 
tices in the party that they had. deserted, that had 
hitherto escaped the most discerning of the greatest 
and most talented of all the most aged, experienced, 
and distinguished men, by whom that party had 
been opposed for so many years. 

Yes, sir; no sooner do they desert that party and 
become converts to the non-laboring and non-pro- 
ductive interests, than they become purified and il- 
luminated, and discover innumerable corruptions, 
which a long life heretofore, in the ranks of that 
party, had not enabled them to get even a glimpse 
of, and this now had become of every day’s occur- 
rence, Sir, I have said this was natural; it always 
would be so; it was done to cover the disgrace of 
their treachery, and to justify it in the eyes of those 
whose interests and honor they had betrayed It 
was time that the sense of the Democracy and the 
people should be aroused to this monstrous and 
preposterous conduct of their Representatives here. 
Such men had caused much of that party rancor 
and malignance which had for so many years dis- 
turbed our country, and kept up continually the 
bitterest animosity amongst the people in every 
Section of the nation, and which made every Go- 
vernment, and every Administration, that depend- 
ed upon such, subject to continual fluctuations, 
changes, and convulsions. But he would pursue 
that subject no further, as being impertinent some- 
what to the occasion, to which he had been led by 
the course of the extraordinary remarks made by 
the member from New Jersey. 

One word more to that member, and I shall have 
done; to whom I would say, the many bitter, etty 
items that have so much engrossed his magnificent 
attention, and furnished such a fruitful theme for the 
venting of malice against those whom he can never 
reach, could have all been remedied with the great- 
est ease, by simply calling the attention of the ap- 
propriate commitiees to these subjects, and that on 
Accounts particularly, that have the most of 
these subjects especially under their charge, 


wisdom of that of the House, appear best. Sir, 
this was the true practical mode of getting at the 
subject, if gentlemen were sincere in their profes- 
sions in favor of reduction and reform. Let them 
pursue such a course, and he was ready to go with 
them, and they would be sustained by the Demo- 
cracy of that House; but this they did not wish, and 
preferred making general, indefinite charges for 
electioneering purposes, and spurning every specific 


tical benefit to the people. 

As to the character of the assaults that have 
been made upon the distinguished individuals, he 
would be permitted to say, what he in the utmost 


earliest associations, that New Jersey, one of 
these United States, in the classic language that 
the member had used towards a distinguished indi- 
vidual of another body, “stood solitary and alone,” 
in having sent to the Congress of the American 
people, the first two representatives, (and they were 
as yet alone,) so remarkable for their decency, cour- . 
tesy, good breeding, and classic learning, as to have 
pronounced in their places vulgarly—one in the Se- 
nate, that the President elected by the American 
people, a man who had literally filled the measure 
of his country’s honor, worn down in the 
service. of that country, and grown grey in 
the arduous discharge of the duties thereof, “a 
ruthless liar and scoundrel,” or words to chat effect; 
and the other here in his place, in the presence of 
the American people, had just déclared, in the filthy 
Janguage of thë kennel presses of his party, that the 
Vice President of your country, elevated to! the 
eminent station he now occupies, with so much cre- 


great Democracy of this nation, had certain ‘affini- 
ties to darkies,” or a negro: language, Sir, that is 
alike insulting to this House, to the nation, and to 
the whole Democracy of this country. Under 


consider the case stated, or to. decide upon ite: 1 
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such circumstances; sir,were I but an humble citizen 
of that State which. had:the distinguished honor ‘of 
having - sent ‘such; distinguished’ representatives to. 


. this body, and,were told that they:had been theifirst 


and.-only two-that had'so. far: forgot what..was due 
to; their stations, and. to. the: moral. sense’ of this 


- nation, as. to have:used.such epithets in’ their places 


here. towards so high and meritorious -public:ser- 
vants of their .country,: my: face would: crimson 


. With shame and confusion. at: the mention ‘of. the 


name of my State, 9 0». 
RESURRECTION ‘NOTES. 
REMARKS OF MR; NILES, 


Or Connecriour. 

In Senate, Thursday, April 19, 1838——Upon. the bill 
to prevent the issuing and circulation of the bills, 
notes. aud securities of corporations. created: by 
Congress which have expired... ii 
Mr. NILES said he did not -rise to go into.any 

general discussion of the subject before the Senate, 

but to noticea remark of the Senator. from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Prentiss,} ahd. to submit -very-briefy 
the views he took of the: power. of Congress. to 
pass this bill.: The Senator. from Vermont: has 
made a statement of the facts: in -Yegard .to the 


putting off, and circulating. the notes, of the. late 


Bank of the United States: he says:they are issued 
by the officers of the Pennsylvania: Bank .of the 
United States, at their counter, in the'sarne manner 
that they are put off- by: other: banks ;. that the 


officers do not. act or pretend to:act-as: the. trustees 
or agents of the late .Bank-of ‘the: 


A ited,: States, 
but as officers of the present bank; that-thereis. no 


ground. therefore to charge them with a:breach of 
trust, or. an abuse of the authority of the. United 
States, and then asks how. this Government: can 


take cognizance of their acts.. :In.1eply to this, 
sir, I haye only to say, that itis not necessary. to 


t 
is nota case that comes within the provisions of 
the bill before us. 


The. remarks.of the Senator 
thi do 


E 


e purview. of the bill, are. not 
subject to our jurisdiction. | © s oe s ey 

The question regarding the- power of Congress 
‘cannot properly be considered. with ‘reference 
to any particular ease, . n | 
but by reference to the prov 
We mist. see who, ‘and wh 
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of that institution in their hands. 
very important fact is required, which is, that the 
person having such property in his ‘possession, 
must be the agent or trustee of the expired ‘corpora- 
tion, and possess the assets thereof, for the purpose 
of paying the debts of that institution. The bill, 
therefore, by its express terms, is confined to per- 
sons who possess the property of the late Bank of 
the United States for a particular purpose, who as- 
sume to act for and’ in behalf of that institution, 
and who violate the trust which they have underta- 
ken to perform. ` l : 
‘What, then, is the object of the law it is proposed 

to pass; and what are the means by which that ob- 
ject is to be effected? If either are beyond the juris- 
diction of Congress, it must be conceded that the 
bill cannot be sustained. The object of the law is 
to compel the winding up and final settlement of 
the concerns of the Bank of the United States, or 
any other corporation established by Congress; and 
thisis to be effected by affixing a penalty and pun- 
ishment to such acts of the agents of any such cor- 
poration as constitute a gross abuse of the powers 
conferred on the institution, and of the authorily of 
thisGovernment. Can there be any doubt that the 
begislature which creates a corporation, possesses 
the authority to see to the winding up of its con- 
cerns, and to compel this to be done by pains and 
penalties, it it shall be found necessary? 

Mr. N. said he was considering the question, 
without reference to the opinions of those, of whom 
he was onè, who do not believe that Congress has 
any power to incorporate a bank: he should notice 
that objection before he closed his remarks. Con- 
gress established the Bank of the United States, and 
conferred on the corporation certain powers, whieh 
was really a delegation of a part of its own powers: 
it by the same act created certain rights, which had 
no existence, independent of the act of Congress. 
These rights were not natural rights, and pre-exist- 
ing, but were entirely artificial, and derived their 

ence from ‘the exercise of the sovereign power 
Government.” The act created certain rights 
“the corporation, certain rights in the United 
States, and certain rights in individuals, who might 
become creditors of the corporation. Having cre- 
ated these rights, Congress must have the power, 
and it must be its duty, to protect and defend them: 
it must protect the rights. of the corporation, the 
rights of the United States, and the rights of indivi- 
duals. springing from the corporation. To deny 
this power, would be to maintain the absurdity that 
Congress could create rights and interests which it 
had ‘not power to defend, and which could not be 
protected by the States. “The States can have no 
cognizance of corporate rights originating from 
Congress. No one, he thought, would maintain a 
propesition so unreasonable and inconsistent. 

"That Congress has the power, and that it is its 
duty, to protect the rights of the corporation and of 
individuals, originating from it, during the exist- 
ence of the charter of the bank, no one will per- 
haps deny. And itis equally clear that, during the 
life of the corporation, Congress has the power, and 
that it is its duty, to supervise the acts of the cor- 
poration, and see that it does not abuse its powers, 
to the injury of the United States or of individuals. 
And hence itis that there was a provision. in the 
charter for the appointment of a committee, by 
either house of Congress, to inspect-the books, and 
* examine into the proceedings of the corporation, to 
determine whether its acts were in conformity to-its 
charter, and in case such committee- should report 
that. the charter had been violated, it was made the 
duty, of Congress to direct-the issuing of a seire 
facias, to vacate and set’ aside the- charter of the 
bank. Incase also the President believed that the 
charter had been violated, it was his duty to- order 
a scire facias to be issued against the corporation. 


These provisions in the very law which created the” 


institution, rest on the principle that it is compe- 
tent and proper for Congress to: watch over ‘the 
corporation, to see that it does not abuse the powers 


conferred upon it, and to-guard the rights: of the- 


United States and’ of ‘individuals.’ -It is on. the 
samé principle that the charter contaifis a provision 
making: it felony, and- punishable by. confinement 


at hard labor, to counterfeit the notes of the bank; 
deriving which, their existence from the authority - 


Another, and a 
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of this Government, Congress must have the power 


to protect them, and to protect the public; agaist 


an abuse of its own authority. There is no-provi- 
sion in the Constitution expressly conferring on 
Congress the power to panish counterfeiting, except 
of the current coin or the public securities of the 
United States. But if it has power to establish a 
bank, and to give legal validity to a paper curren- 


cy, it must possess, as à part of that power, the 


right to protect the same, and to do this by ‘penal 
enactments, if deemed necessary. These princi- 
ples do not seem to be denied, so far as respects the 
period for which the bank was created, but it is 
claimed that when the term has expired, the au- 
thority of Congress must cease. This cannot be, 
because both the power and the duty of this Go- 
vernment extend to the final settlementand winding 
up of the concerns of the corporation. The act of 
incorporation is regarded as a contract, and it is an 
essential part of that contract that all the concerns 
of the corporation shall be settled and closed, and 
the rights which originated from it become extin- 
guished. When there are no rights remaining, 
either of the corporation, of the United States, or of 
individuals, which were created or originated from 
the authority of the act establishing the bank, then 
the jurisdiction of Congress will be at an end, be- 
cause there will be nothing on which it can ope- 
rate. 


The twenty-first section of the act of incor- | 
poration provides, ‘that, notwithstanding the ex- | 


piration of the term for which the said corporation 
is created, it shall be lawful to use the corporate 
name, style and capacity, for the purpose of. suits 
for the final settlement and liquidation of the affairs 
and accounts of the corporation, and for the sale 
and disposition of their estate, real, personal and 
mixed, but not for any other purpose, or iu any other 
manner whatsoever, nor for a period exceeding two 
years after the expiration of the said term of incor- 
poration.” 

Upon the face of the act it thus appears that the 
corporation did not cease to exist at the expiration 
of the term for which it was created. 
doing business ceased, but it had a legal existence 
for the purpose of winding up its concerns. This 
provision in the charter makes it the duty of the 
bank to collect and pay its debts within two years 
after the expiration of the charter, and this is a part 
of the contract obligatory on the corporation. If 
this has not been done it is a direct violation of the 
contract. And is it not asclearly within the power 
of Congress, and as much its duty, to see that this 
part of the contract is not violated as any other? 
The “bill before us is designed only to enforce the 
obligation expressiy created by the charter; it is not 
creating a new obligation, but only enforcing one 
which has always existed. The original act im- 
posed a duty on the corporation, but contained no 
penalty or sanction to enforce it. We now propose 
to add a penalty to a gross breach of trust. That 
this penalty could have been attached to the act of 
incorporation will hardly be denied. And if it 
could have been dune then, cannot Congress do it 
now? A violation of the charter, and an abuse of 
the authority of this Government, involving a fraud 
on the law and on the public, are acts which Con- 
gress must have the power to restrain, and to do it 
by penal enactments. This was, in part, provided 
for in the original charter; but, if further legislation 
is found necessary, either to protect the rights of the 
corporation, or the United States, or the public, it 
can be supplied.at any time afterwards. 

Supposing there had been no provision in the 
charter against counterfeiting the notes of the bank, 
could not Congress, at a subsequent period, have 
passed an act for that purpose? Would this be 
claimed to be an interference with the contract, and 
either enlarging or diminishing the powers of the 
corporation?’ And upon what principle could this 
be done?. Certainly upon no other than that Con- 
gress possessed general jurisdiction over thesubject; 
that, having created the corporation and authorized 
the issuing of its notes, it must have the power to 


protect. the corporation and the public against a . 


fraud ‘practised upon’ both. And will it be con- 
tended. that Congress has power to restrain and 
punish frauds, by individuals, against the corpora- 
tion, and not to prohibit and punish frauds com- 
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Its powers of | 


‘agents against the public... Tt could-also 


mitted by the 
public? se eae 
‘It will hardly be ‘denied that daring. the two — 
years Congress had ‘power over the. corpo 
and could have restrained and pun 
against the institution, or frauds comt 


corporation “to the. injury of the 


ished any gross abuse of the powers canfe! i 
the corporation. But it is said that when. ‘the two 
years expired the corporation was entirely extinet, 
and that Congress could have no farther’ jurisdic- 
tion over the subject. If the ‘institution’ was en- 
tirely extinct, then it would be true that the jarisdic- 
tion of Congress would be at an end, because there 
would be nothing on which it could operate.’ ‘Bat 
the corporation would not be extinct until it had 
fully and completely executed its trust; and: this 
could not be done until its debts were collected and 
paid, its property disposed of, and its affairs finally 
settled. Suppose the agents of the corporation 
entirely neglected, during the two years following 
ing the 4th of March, 1836, to take any steps to 
close its concerns, neither collected its dues or paid 
its debts, or disposed of its property: what would 
be the consequence? The corporation could not be 
sued; and would the creditors be remediless? 
And if the corporation was entirely extinct, to 
whom would the property belong? Sir, it is apparent 
that the institution cannot be regarded as entirely 
extinct by the mere expiration of the term for 
which it was created.. That only suspends. the 
exercise of ils powers, yet it may exist in éoniem- 
plation of law. By its charter, the Bank of the 
United States was authorized to exercise its full 
functions for twenty years; after that period, it was 
allowed two years to exercise certain of iis func- 
tions for closing up its concerns. Bat if its affairs 
were not closed, by a gross neglect or a fraudulent 
non-user of its powers, can it be said that the juris- 
diction of Congress over the subject is gone? 
Can it be said that the institution is extinct whilst 
all its assets, its contracts, debts, credits, all re- 
main? Certainly not, as this would be to expose 
the stockholders, creditors, and all any way inte- 
rested in. the institution, to the grossest injustice 
and fraud. It would leave them without remedy. 

In such a state of things the functions of the cor- 
poration would be suspended, but they might be 
revived, or Congress might appoint trastees to take 
possession of the assets of the bank and’ close’i's 
concerns, and could ‘punish thé agents: of the: w 
tution who had its assets in their hands for refasing 
to deliver them over to trustees, During’ the pre- 
sent session we have passed an act to extend some 
of the functions of the bank, to enable it to main- 
tain suits and to be sued. We have, therefore, 
expressly recognised the corporation as being ‘still 
in existence, so far as it regards the winding up of 
its concerns. 

Suppose, that under the provisions of the char- 
ter to which he had referred, a scire facias had been 
issued, and the charter, during the twenty years, 
had been adjudged to be forfeited, and had been 
annulled and set aside, how would its concerns 
have been settled? . There-is no provision in the 
charter, no power conferred on the Federal courts, 
to proceed any further than-to adjudge the charter 
forfeited, and to annul it. Would itnot have been 
competent for Congress to have passed a law pro- 
viding for closing its concerns? and could it not 
have punished any fraudulent act of any agent. of 
the corporation, who should convert the property, 
or expose the public to injury by issuing’ the notes, 
or exercising any of the powers of the corporation, 
after it had been adjudged to be void, and had been 
annulled? 

Sir, the power of Congress attempted to. be 
maintained is exercised by all the State Legisla- 
tures. They all punish frauds committed by the 
officers and-agents of banks during the existences of 
their charters, and provide for closing their affairs 
afier their charters expire or are forfeited: In some 
of the States; this power is conferréd upon’ the 
courts, which are authorized’ to” grant:injanétions; 
to appoint: trustees; and to superintend the final 
winding- up “of their’ affairs)’ Bat” the authority 
of the courts is derived from the Legislatare, which 
must possess jurisdiction ‘over the whole subject, 
and can exercise it as it thinks most expedient, In 
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the view he had taken of the subject, his. argument 
proceeded on the ground that Congress possessed the 
power to establish a bank; and if such power. ex- 
isted, it could not be denied that it was as full and 
complete a power as that possessed by the States. 
There is no limitation in the Constitution; and if the 
power to create a corporation exists, it must. em- 
brace the power to protect it, and to protect the 
rights of others from being injured by an abuse of 
its franchise, and the power to enforce the settle- 
ment and winding up of its concerns. 

But, Mr. President, the principal difficulty in the 
case remains to be considered, which arises fron 
a doubt or denial of the power of Congress to have 
established the bank. Those who do not admit 
this power—and he was one of the number—seem 
to suppose that an unconstitutional law cannot 
give Congress any jurisdiction over the subject 
to which that law relates, no more than though 
the law had never been passed. This, as an 
abstract proposition, is no doubt correct; a law 
which is unconstitutional, which is void and 
a mere nullity, can certainly confer no power 
on Congress, and it can create no rights in a 
corporation or in individuals. The ground on 
which he had endeavored to maintain the jurisdic- 
tion of Congress was, that the rights of the cor- 
potation, and of individuals growing out of it, were 
created by Congress ; that they had no existence 
independent of its authority; and that having 
created them, it must have the power to protect 
them; and having conferred certain powers on the 
corporation, Congress must possess the authorily 
to see that they were not abused, and to protect 
individuals against such abuse. The jurisdiction 
of Congress, therefore, is derived from the exis- 
tence of rights which have originated from its 
authority, and which no other authority is com- 
petent to maintain or protect. If an act of Con- 
gress, therefore, is unconstitutional and void, so as 
to create no rights, either in the corporation, the 
United States, or individuals, it is clear that it 
could in no way impart any jurisdiction, either to 
Congress or the Federal courts, over the subject 
matter cf such law. If no rights were created, if 
none exist by our authority, then there are none 
to protect, and no subject matter on which to exer- 
cise our jurisdiction. Au unconstitutional law, in 
strictness of language, is a solecism ; it is no law ; 
it is a mere nullity, or an attempt, on the part of 
Congress, to passa jaw. Such an act might be 
repealed, because the repeal of a law is not the 
exercise of jurisdiction derived from the act re- 
pealed ; it is only undoing what has been done, or 
what has been attempted to be done. 

The true question, Mr. N. said, when doubts 
exist as to the constitutionaljty of a former law, he 
considered to be this: whether the Jaw had had 
any legal operation—whether rights fad been 
created by it? In the latter case, be did not see 
how it could be treated as an unconstitutional act, 
as such a law could produce no results, could 
create no rights, and there would be no interests 
originating from it requiring subsequent action on 
the part of Congress. But a law which had been 
executed, and which, by the competent authorities 
at the time, haa been adjudged valid and within 
the Constitution, which had created private rights 
and interests, must be regarded as a constitutional 
law, so far as respects the rights originating from 
it, and which it had become the duty of Congress 
to protect. The law having gone into operation, 
and been decided to be valid, a subsequent Con- 
gress, which might regard it as having been passed 
by a stretch of power, cannot undo what has been 
done ; they cannot abandon the rights which have 
been created by the authority of this Government. 
The rights of the corporation, of the United States, 
and of individuals, being in existence, and by the 
act of Congress, it becomes our duty to protect 
them. We cannot annihilate the rights of this 
corporation, or of individuals springing from it, 
if it would be just to do so; and the fact of the 
existence of rights created by this Government, 
and sustained by the judicial branch of it, gives 
Congress the power, and imposes on if the duty, to 
protect those rights. All that can be claimed is, 
that the exercise of a power not within’ the Consti- 
gutjon, although decided tg be a constitutional act 
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by the competent authorities at the time, shall not 
interpolate new powers into the Constitution; that 
the Constitution cannot be enlarged, and its pro- 
visions extended, by. such stretch of power; and 
when the question again arises, it is to be decided 
in the same.manner as though the power had ne- 
ver been exercised. ` 

A contrary doctrine would lead to the most se- 
rious and absurd resolts. To consider the charter 
of the Bank of the United States, after it has been 
executed andadjudged to. be valid by the competen: 
authorities, asa mere nullity and giving Congress no 
jurisdiction over the rights and interests originat- 
ing from the execution of the act, world be not 
only to abandon the rights of the corporation, and 
of individuals, which come into existence from the 
authority of Congress, but also to abandon all the 
interests of the United Sates growing out of said 
corporation. We must consider the whole that 
has been done as a nullity, and not only avandon 
all jurisdiction, but all rights of property, originat- 
ing from the connection of the Federal Government 
with the corporation. We must refund the bonus 
ofa million and a balf of dollars, and give up the 
bonds we hold for our stock in the expired corpora- 
tion. Tt will not do to insist on our own rights, 
arising under an act of Congress, and abandon the 
rights of others, on the ground that the act was 
uneanstitutional and void. The act having been 
exceuted, Congress must regard it as valid, so far 
as respects the rights which have existed, or which 
may now exist under it, and must exereise the ju- 
risdiction necessary to protect such rights, in the 
same manner and to the same extent as though no 
doubts existed as to the constitudonality of the ori- 
ginal act. 

Mr. N. said he could net understand how it was 
that the opponents of this bill could entertain 
doubts of the power of Congress to pass it. They 
were not the men to be serupulous on questions of 
constitutional power. They do not doubt the power 
of Congress to establish the bank; and can they 
deny its power to put an end to its existence? Ob- 
jections of this kind come with an jl grace from 
that quarter. Those who admit the power of Con- 
gress ta create and regulate the currency in ihe 
broadest sense, could not, Mr. N. thought, consis- 
tently, doubt its power to punish a frand in rela- 
tion to a currency which derived its existence from 
the authority of Congress. Do they hold that Con- 
gress has power io create and give validity to a 
currency, but not notio withdraw that authority? 
If we ean create, can we not destroy? He did not 
exactly undersiand the source of the remarkable 
seruples of gentlemen, who were not often troubled 
in that way; but he presumed they did not proceed 
from any special regard for the corporation, or 
the persons who might be affecied by this bill, 

If this view of the subject is correct, what doubt 
can there be as to the power of Congress to pass 
this bi]? tis simply a question whether we have 
power to compel the final settlement and winding 
up of the concerns of a corporation which we have 
created. This is the only object of the bih. Tris 
true, it proposes to do this by punishing the agents 
of the corporation for a breach of trast, and a gross 
abuse of the authority of this Government; for ex- 
ercising the functions of the corporation, efter they 
have expired, snd in direct violation of the charter, 
But it is said we can have ne criminal jarisdiction. 
If we have jurisdiction over the snbject at all, we 
can exercise it by penal enactments, as well as by 
civil provisions. The question is, whether we 
have jurisdiction over the snhject? Whether we 
have the right to compe! the closing up of the con- 
cerns of the expired corporation, and to inhibit the 
exercise of its fanciions, after its charter has ex- 
pired? If we can do this by civil regulations, we 
can by eriminal enactments As regards the eri- 
minal character of the bill, that is nota question 
of power, but of propricty, and depends on the na- 
ture of the act wwhich is 10 be punished. 

And whatis that act? It is the reissuing and 
circulating the dead notes of the defanct corpo- 
ration. Whether these notes have any validity, 
whether the late Bank of the United States, or the 
present bank, incorporated by Pennsylvania, is 
bound to pay them or not, are qnestions he did not 
propose to investigate. There may be a claim 


against the late bank, so far äs it has assets, 
cannot be prosecuted in the usual way, as that- cor.. 
poration. is:not Hable to be sued; and the present. 
bank, having received: these notes as a trustee of 
the expired bank, may be-liable‘on the ground ofa 
breach of trust; but. the “notes. ‘prohibited: frome: 
being reissued are not the notes of that bank; and. 
no suit atlaw can “be: maintained against’ it. If” 
there is any remedy against either corporations. it :. 
must be by a proceeding in chancery, which would. 
be dilatory. and. expensive, so that the holders of. 
the notes would hardly think of having recourse to’ 
such a remedy, and of engaging in litigation with ` 
a powerful corporation. If there is any. legal or 
equitable remedy, it is not one which’ can be made 
available for any practicable: purpose. The pub- ` 
lic, then, have no security: forthe payment of these, 
notes except the will and pleasure of the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United. States, These notes 
have no legal validity, and carry: with them. go. 
iegal obligation.» They purport to be notes issued 
by the late Bank of the. United States, and to be 
binding on that institution. But they are no such 
thing. If originally issued by that bank, they 
have been received back and paid by ‘it, and have 
since been reissued by the present Bank of the - 
United States, who came into possession of them ` 
as the trustee and agent of the expired bank. 
Such reissuing of them is clearly an unlawful: act, 
and manifestly a violation of. the charter óf the” 
original bank, as that charter required that its con- 
cerns should be finally closed within two: years 
from the 4th of March, 1836, and.during the two.. 
years it was not authorized to issue its notes: Tt is’ 
also a violation of the charter of the Pennsylvania.” 
Bank. ‘The reissuing of these noles, then, is indis“ < 
putably an unlawful act; and it is not only unlaw- . 
ful, but a palpable fraud—-a fraud upon the law, | 
and upon the public. Is not the putting into cir 
culation a spurious and illegal currency a ‘base. 
fraud? Admitting that there may be some validity. 
in these notes, or some liability on the part of one 
or the other of these institutions, still they are not ` 
what they purport to be, and consequently. are 
false, deceptive, and fraudulent. K ‘3 
The notes of the Bank of the United States we 
designed for a general currency, and were regni 
to be paid on presentment in specie; a i€ 
terfeit them, was. made: felony} this: t 
ment was inflicted for the. py 
the purity of this currency, anc 
lic against fraud. E an 
But what is the difference betweén- terfe 
notes of the Bank of the United States, and” ih 
dead and spurious notes of the same bank, Thi 
last as well as the first are illegal, false, and: fraus 
dulent, The only difference is that the fraud in’ 
the one ease is greater than in the other: the first 
are entirely worthless; the other may have ‘some’ 
value: the. counterfeit. notes created no obligation 
on the bank; the dead notes may not. ba entirely’: 
void; they are. worth something, there may be. a... 
liability some where to pay them, in whole.or in, 
part; but neither the expired bank which original. `. 
ly issued them, nor the ‘present bank which has res’ 
issued them, will pay them on presentment,. or. is . 
liable to a suit on the promise which appears on` ~ 
the face of the note. If the holder :has any remedy, 
it is entirely different from what the notes purport... 
on their face; itis a remedy which is too trauble-. 
some and expensive to be pursued; so that. whether.. 
the holder of these notes will receive any thing for... 
them or not, depends entirely on the will and ple: 
sure of the party which has wrongfully put then, 
into circulation. ant ae 
The act which this bill is designed to restrain and - 
punish, is not only illegal and fraudulent, but is™: 
an offence very similar to. that of -knowingly cir- 
culating. counterfeited bank notes-or coin, Is it 
not perfectly proper then, that it -should-be treated 
as a crime, and punished as. such? - : 
But it is said that we are punishing ‘the officers. - 
or agents of a State institution óver which we have 
no control; that if their conduct deserves. punish- , 
ment, itis a matter which belonges tothe- State-: 
which incerporated it. This is a mistake... ‘The. 
bill has no reference. to-tbe Pennsylvania Bank 
the United States, or aiy of tis officers. If is 
fined to the officers, agents, or trustees: of the date 
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Bank of the United States, or other persons who 
may have the property of that bank in their posses- 
sion, for the purpose of paying the debts of the 
same. 

If the president or other officers of the Pennsyl- 
vania bank are in this situation--if they have 
become the assignees or trustees of the Bank of the 
United States, and have its assets in their hands for 
the purpose of discharging the debts of the expired 
corporation, and shall, in violation of their trust, 
reissue the notes of the original bank, to be circula- 
ted as money, they will be liable to. punishment 
under this law, not, however, as officers or agents 
of the Pennsylvania bank, but as trusiees of the 
Bank of the United States; or as individuals pos- 
sessing the property or effects of that bank, and 
whose duty it is to collect and pay itsdebts. They 
will be liable to punishment for illegally and fraudu- 
lently putting into circulation the dead notes of that in- 
stitution which no one is legally bound to pay. Ha- 
ving accepted the trust, to collect and pay the debts 
of the Bank of the United States, it was their duty 
to cancel its notes when paid. But, instead of this, 
they have been reissued, in violation of their trust, 
in violation of the original charter, and in con- 
tempt of the authority of the United States. These 
dead and illegal notes are now in circulation to the 
amount of more than six millions of dollars. These 
notes are issued on the authority of the United 
States, when that authority has long since ceased. 

The country has thus been flooded by an illegal, 
spurious currency, purporting to be issued on the 
authority of the United States, and to be payable by 
a corporation which has expired, and in which the 
United States was a large stockholder. Can any 
conduct be {conceived more reprehensible, and 
that calls more strongly for severe penal enact- 
ments? Because this breach of trust, and illegal 
conduct, proceeds from persons who are officers of 
a State corporation, is that any reason why we 
cannot punish them? It is not for their acts as 
officers of.a State corporation that they are to be 
punished; butas agents and trustees of a corpora- 
- ton ‘created: by Congress, whose property they pos- 


sess, and attempt to exercise the powers. of such 
corporation after its charter has expired, and in di- 
rect violation of the same, which required that its 
cencerns should be closed and wound up within 
two years after the expiration of the period of its 
` existence. 

‘Believing that there is no doubt as to our juris- 
diction over the subject, and regarding the offence 
of putting into circulation a large amount of ille- 
gal and spurious notes, as a fraud upon the 
law, and a fraud upon the public, he regarded it as 
a case in which Congress was called upon by 
the strongest considerations, to put a stop to such 


dishonest practices, carried on by a gross abuse of < 


its own authority. 
ees 
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REMARKS OF MR. CLAY, 

‘Or ALABAMA, 

In Senate, Friday, April 20, 1838-——Upon the bill to 

_ prevent the issuing and circulation of the bills, 
` notes and securities of corporations created by 
- Congress which have expired. 

:Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he thought it had 
been well remarked, that the principal difficulty 
upen the bill under consideration arose from the 
idea that it was ntended.to apply specially and ex- 
clusively to the late Bank of the United States. 
Gentlemen on the other side, he said, had argued 
as if it were intended to operate solely upon Mr. 
Biddle. Now, it ought to be recollected, ‘said Mr. 
C. that, in its terms and provisions, it embraces all 
banks which have been chartered by Congress... It 
is intended to prohibit the reissue of the bills of any 
bank, which has had its existence in an act of Con- 
gress, after the expiration of the time limited by the 
charter, whether that. period has already, or may 
hereafter expire. Nor, said Mr: C. does the bill 
operate, or purport to act, upon the Pennsylvania 
Bank of the United States, nor upon any other ex- 
isting corporation. . Its effects are confined to the 
agents constituted by ourselves, or their sub-agenits 


‘tr 


and trustees. It is intended to restrain them from 
violations of the law, enacted for their government, 
and the protection of the rights of other citizens. ge- 
nerally. Whether the law, if passed, would ope- 
rate on Mr. Biddle, Mr. Cs said was a judicial ques- 
tion; let the proper tribunal decide. 

Sir, said Mr. C. I agree with the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Presron] that we have ceased 
to be a stockholder, and that our having been a 
stockholder gives us no power; nor is the bill predi- 
cated upon any such idea. It is founded upon our 
supposed right and duty to enforce the limitations 
imposed by our ‘ourselves upon those to whom we 
may have granted the great privilege of barking, 
and who, by the very acceptance of their charters, 
assented to be bound by those restrictions. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
said Mr. C. asks us if the reissuing the bills of the 
late Bank of the United States is an offence. And 
has it become a question whether a violation of 
law by the officers or agents of that institution con- 
stitutes an offence? The charter declares that, after 
the expiration of twenty years, ‘it shall be lawful 
to use the corporate name, style, and capacity for the 
purpose of suits for the final settlement and liquidation 
of the affairs and accounts of the corporation, and for 
the sale and disposition of their estate, real, per- 
sonal, and mixed, but not for any other purpose, or 
in any other manner, whatsoever, nor for a period ex- 


ceeding two years after the expiration of the said term | 


of incorporation.” Thus it expressly prohibits the 
reissue of the bills, by confining the power of its 
officers, after the expiration of the charter, to “ the 
final settlement and liquidation of the affairs and 
accounts of the corporation.” Even if we had no 
power to grant the charter, it by no means follows 
that we cannot restrain them from doing what it 
professed to authorize, if those things in their nature 
involve the responsibility or credit of the Govern- 
ment. Again: the Senator inquires where we get 
the power to punish the acts made unlawful by the 
bill. Sir, said Mr. C. my answer is ready; my 
mind is fully and conclusively made up: I derive 
the power to punish in the cases contemplated from 
the same. source whence I derive the power to 
punish other crimes against. the Government, and 
injurious to the welfare of our citizens—TI derive 
it from the Constitution. : 

Mr. C. said he believed no Senator had objected 
to the passage of the bill on any other ground than 
its supposed unconstitutionality. There were, he 
said, a number of banks in this District, which had 
been chartered by Congress, whose charters no 
doubt all contained the usual provision, that after 
they had severally expired, no business should be 
done under their authority than to wind up and set- 
tle their affairs. Could any one contend that Con- 
gress had not power to pass laws to prohibit the 
business of banking, and the reissuing of the bills 
of any of these institutions, after the expiration of 
their respective terms, under such penalties as were 
calculated to restrain them? Were we to rely on 
the good faith of those corporations alone, that they 
would close their affairs according to the terms of 
the laws to which they owed their existence? This 
would be strange, indeed! It would be accordingto 
them, or to the individuals composing them, an 
exemption from the ordinary frailty of our nature, 
to suppose them incapable of a violation of law; 
and would, in effect, be conceding to them a per- 
peiuity of privileges, if they desired it. If they 
could be made to incur no penalty for continuing 
the exercise of their privileges beyond the terms of 
their charters, the grant being once made, for 
whatever period, might be never-ending. He said 
he did not think gentlemen could be prepared to 
assent to such a doctrine. 

But, said Mr. C. the objection of unconstitution- 
ality is mainly urged in reference to the late Bank 
of the United States. It is said that the Bank hav- 
ing been originally unconstitutional, we conse- 
quently have no power to pass any law touching 
its affairs. This objection, of course, must be con- 
fined to these who believed Congress had no còn- 
stitutional power to create a national bank; for, if 
we had that power, all must admit that it carried 
with it all the incidental powers with regard to its 
management, and the final settlement of its affairs. 
Bat, Mr. C. said, he saw no force in the objection 


in any point of view; whether ‘Congress had the. 
constitutional power to create a bank or not, “Does 
it follow that, because. Congress tas not the consti- 
tutional power to cause a given thing to be done, 
that it has not power to restrain. others from do- 
ing the same thing, inthe name, and-by the. 
authority, of the United States? “If we can 
stitutionally cause bank notes to be issued 
culated in the name and authority of the i 
States, can ‘we not restrain others from doing. so; 
when the manifest tendency is to deceive and de- 
fraud the community, by falsely assuming such 
credit and. authority? The States can pass laws, 
inflicting the highest penalties tor forging or coun- 
terfeiting any paper they may think proper to đe- 
scribe, in anticipation, falsely purporting to bind, 
either their own Governments, or. their. individual 
citizens. Could we not, by. our enactments, pro- 
hibit the like fraudalent and unauthorized use of 
the name and credit of this Government, by in- 
flicting such penalties as our discretion may indi- 
cate to be proper, for making, uttering, or passing, 
paper, purporting on its face to bind or involve the 
liability of this Government to any amount? Mr. 
C. thought, if we could not pass such a law, and 
all who thought proper to forge or circulate any 
description of paper, purporting to bind the United 
States for money, or any thing clse, could do so 
with impunity, this Government was much more 
imbecile than he had ever supposed it. . 

Mr. C. further said, on the assumption that the 
late bank. of the United. States was unauthorized 
by the Constitution—the term of its privileges: 
having expired—as it was the fault of the Govern- 
ment that it ever had existence, the obligation to 
restrain the reissuing, and again putting in circu- 
lation its paper, purporting on its face to be upon 
our authority and credit, was even heightened. 
What, sir, said Mr. C. if Congress even uncensti- 
tutionally authorize the issue, by any agents, of 
paper purporting to be binding on the credit and 
resources of the Government, after the time limited 
for its existence has expired, and it has returned 
io the hands of the same agents, whose daty it is 
to cancel it, is it possible that we have no power 
to prevent such agents from again throwing it into 
circulation? If we employ certain agents to do 
an unconstitutional thing for a certain period, can 
it be possible we have not power te prohibit the 
same agents from repeating the same unconstitu- 
tional acts “afterwards, in our name, under any 
Sanction we may think proper? Sir, said Mo ©: 
I cannot believe it. All must admit,. that if we: 
pass a constitutional law authorizing and requiring 
certain acts to be performed, we may repeal such 
act, and prohibit, under any penalty in our’ dis-- 
cretion, the doing the same acts, under its pretended 
authority, afterwards; and can it be possible that 
there is so much more virtue in an unconstitu- 
tional law, that, being once passed, we can never 
never revoke or control the authority it merely 
purported to impart? This, sir, would involve the’ 
absurdity of making an unconstitutional law better 
and more obligatory than a constitutional one. 
Powers and rights under the latter may have an 
end; but, once possessed under the former, they 
are interminable. : 

Sir, to test still further the soundness. of the pro- 
position, that the law creating the late Bank of the 
United States having been unconstitutional, we 
have no power to control the agents employed in 
its execution, I will, said Mr. C. submit this case 
for the consideration of Senators. I assume it to 
be unconstitutional for this Government to issue 
mere bills of credit; but suppose Congress were, 
notwithstanding, to authorize the Treasurer, or any 
ether agent, to issue and throw into circulation a 
certain amount ef them, which, after a limited 
period, should’ cease to circulate, and, when re- 
ceived by such officer or agent, be cancelled, - Be- 
cause it was unconstitutional to have issued them 
originally, will any man contend that-we cannot 
declare it unlawful to reissue ihem, and impose 
whatever penalty we think necessary and proper 
to restrain it? I think, said Mr. C. ‘that no one 
will deny us this power in the case supposed. 
What difference is there in principle? -It cannot 
be because they might be issued by the Treasury, 
for we are equally authorized to direct them to be 
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issued, and the whole business to be performed, by 
any other agent. Nor would it change the prin- 
ciple, to say we had only pledged our resources 
to a part, instead of the whole amount of liability, 
or of our resources to discharge it. 

Now, said Mr. C. Congress passed the law cre- 
ating the late Bank of the United States. By the 
same law this Government became a stockholder 
and partner with individual stockholders in that 
bank. We called it the Bank of the United States, 
and authorized certain agents, appointed under our 
authority, to issue notes and bills, resting on the 
joint credit, capitel, and good faith of the stock- 
holders (the United States included) for their re- 
demption. We also undertook to participate in 
the management of this joint capital. Do not the 
bills so issued at least purport to. involve the re- 
sponsibility of this Government? and could we have 
divested ourselves of that responsibility, moral as 
well as legal, merely by the payment of our partof 
the capital? I think, sir, doubts may well be enter- 
tained whether we could. The Jaw creating the 
bank, as well as the form of its bills, gave thera 
currency and credit, as well upon the supposed 
responsibility of the Government, to a certain 
extent, as upon the capital invested. The bills so 
issued, under our authority, by agents appointed 
by our direction, have returned, or may return, as 
this bill contemplates, to their hands, or to those of 
sub-agents constitwed by them, when all sem- 
blance of right to throw them again into circulation 
has ceased. Can it be supposed that we are so 
powerless that we can neither restrain or control 
our own agents? This would seem to me to in- 
volve a manifest absurdity. No, sir, it cannot be; 
and if we can restrain our agents from acting in 
the manner alluded to, personally and directly, it 
follows, necessarily, that wecan restrain them from 
so acting by or through the instrumentality of 
others. 

The power to control, or restrain, our agents, 
from a violation of the trust reposed in them, be- 
ing admitted or established, the manner and means 
we shall employ to accomplish that object are mere 
incidents. A jurisdiction, or power, cannot exist, 
or be conferred, without attaching all the means of 
its exercise, or carrying it into execution. Give 
a court jurisdiction, and it implies that it shall 
have all the process, and other incidental powers, 
to give it complete eflect. So when Congress, or 
any other legislative bedy, are vested with power 
to pass laws, compelling or restraining individu- 
als, the manner in which they shall do it, whether 
by mild or severe penaltics—by the scaffold or the 
penitentiary—is mere matter of sound discretion. 

But, sir, gentlemen say we are not bound by 
these bills of the Jate bank, and therefore we can- 
not, and ought not, to pass the contemplated law. 
Suppose we are not bound; neither would we be 
bound by forged notes, nor any other counterfeit 
securities, purporting to involve the liability of the 
United States; yet no person could deny our power, 
or duty, to restrain and punish the making, or the 
issuing, of such ferged or counterfeit paper. Nor 
can there be any difference in principle, as before 
intimated, whether such spurions paper purports 
to be on this Government wholly or in part. f 

But, sir, whatever difficulty those who usualiy 
support the Administration may feel in legislating 
in the manner proposed, how can the Opposition 
refuse to vote for the bill, unless they are willing 
to sanction the reissue of such extinct paper. They 
certainly can have no scruples about the - exercise 
of the power. They maintain that we not 
only have the power, but that it is our duty to create a 
paper currency; aad, if we have the power to create, 
no one can doubt we have the power to regulate 
such a currency. Aecording to their doctrine, as 
often avowed on this floor, we bave heretofore con- 
stitutionally created such a currency, through the 
agency of the late United States Bank—constitutng, 
as they and their friends affirm, “the best curren- 
cy in the world.” In exercising the power of re- 
gulating it, we authorized its circulation for twenty 
years; after which, we provided it should cease, 
and the affairs of the institution be wound up- Had 
we. the power to do all this—to creatè this best 
currency,” for a limited period, at the same time 
declaring it should not continue beyond that period 


—and yet have no power to carry this regulation 
into effect? No power to enforce a compliance 
with a law, or to punish infractions of a law, 
which, at least, according to the doctrines of our 
opponents, we had ample power to enact? Why, 
sir, certainly no one should be found to maintain 
propositions so obviously inconsistent. 

If we do not possess, and do not also exercise, 
this power, what will be the consequences? Why, 
sit, one result is, that we have conferred a tempo- 
rary authority, expressly limited to a certain pe- 
riod in the grant, and yet our creature, in defiance 
of the very law of its creation, is beyond our con- 
trol, and may continue its most important fanctions 
interminably! Another result will be te inflict on 
the community a spurious paper currency, to the 
amount of as many millions as have been manu- 
factured by the late United States Bank, and may 
now be in existence as long as it may suit the will 
and the interest of those whose duty it is to redeem 
and cancel it; to leave it in the power of those who 
are interested in pursuing that course, to let it 
float among the people unredeemed, till it shall, in 
truth, become utlerty irredeemable, or be worn out, 
and fall a dead lossupon their hands. Is it not 
then in the highest degree expedient, that, posses- 
sing the power to prevent or mitigate these evils, 
we should exercise it, and that in the most efi- 
cient manner? We all agree that one of the very 
worst evils that can aillict any people, is a depre- 
ciated and fluctuating currency. Flere, then, is a 
proper occasion for all to unite in giving to the 
country evidence cf their sincerity. Noease more 
palpable or flagrant can well oceur. More than 
tweaty millions of the paper of the late Sank of 
the United States have been thrown into circula- 
lion, not only without the sanction, but against the 
express enactments of the law of its creation; not 
only against law, but in flagrant violation of all 
moral principle, and all the obligations held sacred 
amongst honoyable emen; insomuch, that not one 
of the most zealous and ardent friends and advo- 
cates of that institution, heretofore, have thought 
proper to justify or vindicate its conduet. 

Sir, no man can justify i. We were partners in 
this bank: the other partners were entrusted with 
the daty of winding up and settling the partnership 
affairs; and, instead of doing so, they are, and have 


been, reissuing the paper liabilities of the old firm! 


If the partner of any commercial house, charged 
with the performance of the like duty, were, after 
taking them in, to reissue the notes and bills of the 
late firm, would not the fraud meet the condemna» 
tion of all honest men? Or, if an executor or ad- 
ministrator, whose duty it is to call in and cancel 
the notes and bonds of his testator or intestate, 
were to pay, or send them out again to satisfy his 
own debts, or for the advancement of his own inte- 
rest in any olier manner, what member of the 
community woald not be indignant at the vioiation 
of moral principle, as well as the obligations of 
law? Bir, in such case as this, there would be no 
difference of opinion: execrations upon such con- 
dyct would be loud and universal. Is there 
any reai difference between the cases supposed 
and the conduct of the officers and trustees 
of the late bank, charged with the settle 
ment of ifs concerns? None whatever. The 
object of this biil is to correct this evil; to prevent 
the repetition of such offences; and to punish per- 
petrators in future. It seems to me to be the 
Jeast we should do—the least our constituents 
have a right to expect of us. | With these impres- 
sions, Mr. C. said, he should vote for the bill, and 
earnestly hoped it would become a law. 
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Or Sourn CAROLINA. 

Tn Senate, Aprit 29, 1838—U pon the bill to prevent 
the issuing and circulation of the bills, notes, 
and securities of corporations created by Con- 
gress which have expired. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that as the question was 
about to be put on the engrossment, he rose not to 
discuss the subject at large, but simply to state the 
reasons which would govern his vote. The hour 
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was late, and the Senate impatient to adjourn, and 
he would. promise to detain them búta few mis 
nutes. : 
When the bill was:taken up yesterday, he had 
never turned ‘his attention seriously to the subject, 
and he listened attentively, in order to make up his 
mind, both as to our power, and: the expediency: of 
passing the bill. - The. result was, that he found 
himself.in precisely the same -state: of uncertainty 
which the Senator. from Virginia:described: himself’ 
to be, and was relieved when -he (the Senator) 
moved an adjournment, with a view to obtain time 
for farther. deliberation. -Had he been forced to 
vote then, it would have been against the bill, as 
it was an invariable rule with him, when he doubt- 
ed on constitutional questions, to vote in the nega- 
tive. Since then, he had calmly and deliberately 
investigated the subject, and the result was a tho- 
rough conviction that we possessed the power, and 
ought to exercise it, and he proposed now to assign 
his reasons. 

He held that the right proposed to be exercised 
in this case rested on the general power of legisla- 
tion conferred on Congress, which embraces not 
only the power of making, but that of repealing 
laws. It was in fact a portion of the repealing 
power. No one could doubt the existence of the 
right to do either, and thatthe right of. repealing 
extends as well to unconstitational as constitutional 
laws. The case as to the former. was in fact 
stronger than the latter; for, whether a constitu- 
tional law should be repealed or not, was a gues- 
lion of expediency, which left us free to act. ac- 
cording to our discretion; while in the case of an 
unconstitutional law, it was a matter of obligation 
aud duty, Ieaving no option; and: the more. uncon- 
suitutional, the more imperi~us the obligation, and 
duty. Thus far there could be no doubt ‘nor diyer- 
sity of opinion. ee . 

Bul there are many laws, the effects of which do 
not cease with their repeal or expiration, and which. 
require some additional act on our part to arrest or 
undo them. Such, for instance, is the one in ques~, 
lion. The charter of the late bank expired some:. 
time ago, but its notes are still in existence, freely. 
circulating from hand to hand, and reissued and... 
banked on by a bank chartered by the State: of.. 
Pennsylvania, into . whose possession -the not a 
the old bank have passed. -In a word, ‘out 
and authority are used almost as freely for banking 
purposes as they were before the expiration of the, 
charter of the late bank, Now. he held that. the. 
right of arresting or undoing these after-effects 
rested ow the Same principle as the right of repeal. 
ing a law, and, like that, embraces unconstitu- 
tional as well as constitutional acts, superadding, in 
the case of the former, obligation and duty to 
right. We have an illustration of the truth of 
this principle in the case of the alien and sedi- 
tion acts, which are now concedéd..on all sides 
to have been unconstitutional. Like the act mcorpo- 
rating the jate bank, they expired. by their own 
limitation; and Jike it, also, their effects continued 
afier the period of their expiration. Individuals 
had been tried, convicied, fined, and imprisoned 
under thern; but so far was their unconstitutionali- 
ty from being regarded as an impediment to the 
right of arresting or undoing these effects, that Mr. 
Jefferson felt himself compelled on that very ac- 
count to pardon those who had been fined and con- 
vieted under their provisions, and we have ‘at’ this 
session passed, on the same ground, an act to te=’ 
fund the money paid by one* of the sufferers under 
them. The principle is too clear to require farther 
illustration, and the difficulty which some have felt 
in voting for this bill, because they believe that the 
charter of the late bank was unconstitutional, and 
apprehended that the passage of the bill would in- 
direcly recognise it constitutionality, would, he 

trusted, be entirely removed by what he had said. 
So far otherwise, it imposed a duty on us to act as 
faras we may have the power; and this brings up 
the question how far we have the right, in this 
case, to arrest or undo. the consequences, still re- 
sulting from the charter of the late bank, notwith- 
standing its expiration. = >- nee “ue 
Those on thè opposite ‘side, who believe that 
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this Government has unlimited- control over. the 
actual currency of the country, whatever foror it 
may assume, or under whatever authority issued, 
can have no difficulty in the decision of this ques- 
tion. According to their conception, the Govern- 
ment has a right to act on. the thing’ itself—to pro- 
hibit the cireulatioa of the notes of the old bank, in 
whosever hands they may‘be, and to call them in, 
just in the same ‘manner as they conld any worn- 
out or debased coin, the circulation of which they 
might choose to prohibit. But we,.who think dif- 
ferently, must find some other ground to justify 
our support of the bill. If, then, we cannot act on 
the notes themselves, on what can we act? Cer- 
tainly not on the people at large, who are only sub- 
ject to our jurisdiction in specified cases, of which 
the presentis notone. It follows, if we can act at 
all, it must be on those who are personally subject 
to our jurisdiction, and this is precisely what the 
bill proposes to do. It is limited to those only who 
are the trustees, or agents for winding up the con- 
cerns of the late bank, and it is those, and those 
only, who are subject to the penalties of the bill for 
reissuing its notes.- They are, pro tanto, our offi- 
cers, and, to that extent, subject .to our jurisdiction, 
and liable to have: their acts controlled, as far as 
they relate to the trust or agency confided to them; 
just as much so as receivers or collectors of the 
revenue would be. No one can doubt that we 
could prohibit them from passing off any descrip- 
tion of paper currency that might come into their 
hands in their official character. Nor is the right 
less clear in reference to the persons who may- be 
comprehended in. this bill. 

` Whether Mr. Biddle_or others connected with 
his kank are, in fact, trustees, or agents, within the 
‘meaning of the bill, is not a question for us to de- 
cide. They are not named, nor referred to by de- 
scription. The bill is very properly. drawn up in 
general terms,-so as to comprehend all cases of the 


kind, and would include the banks of the District, 


should Congress. refuse. to re-charter them. It is 


left-to the court and jury, to whom. it properly be- - 


longs, to-decide, ‘when.a case comes up, whether 
the party is, or is not, a trustee, or agent, : and,. of 
course, whether he is, or is not, included in the pro- 
visions of the bill. If. heis, he will be subject to 
its penalties, but not otherwise; and it cannot possi- 
bly affect the question of the constitutionality of the 
bill, whether Mr. Biddle, and others connected 
with him, are, or are not, comprehended in its pro- 
visions, and subject to its penalties. 

It remains to be considered whether it is expe- 
dient to pass the bill.: “This point has been discuss- 
ed. with such ability by the Senators who preceded 
him on the same-side, as to leave him but little to 
add... Congress has determined not to continue to 
exercise the power of authorizing banking, and per- 
mitted, accordingly, the charter of the late bank to 
expire; but, notwithstanding, the function of bank- 
ing was still continued under its name and authori- 
ty, by those: whose duty it was to wind up the busi- 
ness of thé defunct institution. The notes of the 
old bank are issued as freely as if the institution 
was still in existence, to the great profit of those 
who have no right whatever to'use them, and who 
are not responsible for their redemption, and, at the 
hazard. of the ultimate loss of the community, and 
especially of those. who were stockholders in the old, 
but not the present institution. Such being the 
facts, the dignity of the Government, and a regard 
to its interests, as-well as that of the community, 
clearly demand our interposition. 

With these impressions, he was in favor of the 
passage of the bill, and never gave a vote with a 


clearer conviction, both of right and expediency, 


than he would give for its passage. 


THE LATE DUEL. 


SPEECH, OF MR. TOUCEY, 
~ Or CONNECTICUT, ~~ 


In the House of Representatives, April 27, 1838— 


Upon the motión to postpone and print the report 
of the select committee on the death of the late 
JonaTHan CILLEY. i : 
Mr. Spsaxer: The House imposed on this com- 
mittee a delicate and responsible duty, They have 
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discharged it, have executed the order of the 

Suse, and now submit the result of their labors. 

ey have not been anxious to iaquire who would 
stand by them in this matter. If it be the pleasure 
of the House to desert them, to retrace its own 
Steps, to rescind the resolution under which they 
acted, and the various orders enjoining upon them 
the consideration of the vast multitude of memo- 
tals with which they were charged, and to leave 
them stranded on the shore, it will be no part of 


their duty to complain of others for instability of 


infirmity of purpose. . 

But when the House has ordered a duty to be 
performed, and it has been performed strictly, 
precisely, according to the spirit and the letter of 
the instructions, without objection from any quar- 
ter, with the implied knowledge and acquiescence 
of all, and in exact conformity with the invariable 
practice and usage of both Houses of Congress, I 


_GLOBE. 


do protest against the injustice of censuring those į 


who have only obeyed you. 

What, sir, is the question? It is whether the 
report of this committee shall be suppressed— 
whether all their proceedings, and the entire result 
of this investigation, the evidence, and the resolu- 


; tions, shall ‘be thrown under the table; for the 


objection which has been made was, if it be valid, 
presented in its true form and extent by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Rozerrson,] and urged 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. 
Apams,] when he first addressed the House, that 
the committee had no power to go into the investi- 
gation at all; that when it appeared to them that 
members were to be involved, they should have 
stopped, reported that fact to the House, and should 
not have proceeded to take any accusatory evidence 
whatever. This is, beyond doubt, the rule of par- 
liamentary law laid down in the Manual, which 
has been so often quoted. It will not be questioned 
by me. It is a sound and salutary rule, and has 
been the rule of this House and of the Parliament 
of Great Britain from the earliest times: “When a 
committee is charged with an inquiry, if a member 
prove to be involved, they cannot proceed against 


‘him, but must make a special report to the House; 


whereupon the members heard in his place, or at 


the bar, or a special authority is given to the com- 


mittee to inquire concerning him.” ; 
“If a member prove to be involved;” if it turn 


_ out that a member is involved;-if it be brought to 


light that a member is involved, the committee shall 
give notice of that fact to the House, and the 
House may then hear the member, or may grant 
special authority to the committee to inquire con- 
cerning him. The object of. reporting that fact to 
the House, is to give notice to the House that a 
question of privilege has arisen involving a mem- 
ber; and the object of the notice is, that the Blouse 
may itselftake up the subject, or may refer it to the 
committee for inquiry. The rule itself, therefcre, 
shows that the House, whenever it has. notice that 
a member is involved in a question of privilege, 
may, at its discretion, refer it to a committee for 
investigation. 

Tadmit, sir, in the fullest manner, that in all 
cases to which this rule of parliamentary law ap- 
plies, the committee have no power to proceed. 


They must stop, if I may so express myself, before- 


they begin, because they have no power over the 
question of privilege which thus suddenly springs 
up, involving a member, but must report the fact 
to the House, and obtain the authority of the House 
to proceed, before they can take one step in the 
investigation of that question. I deny that, in any 
ease which falls within this rule, it is in the power 


-of a committee of Congress to proceed behind the 


back of a member, and to collect a mass of accusa- 
tory evidence against him, and hurl it like a thun- 
derbolt into this House, without the authority of the 
House first fully given. The rule protects any and 
every member against the investigation of his con- 
duct, in any manner, in ahy degree, by any evi- 
dence, before any committee, in a case affecting the 


privileges of the House, without the clearauthority / 


of the House. The rights and privileges of the 
House, the peace and safety of its members, the 
public interesis committed to their charge, could 
not be preserved without the due enforcement of 
this rule of parliamentary law. 
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The privilege of a member is not his own; it is 
the privilege of the whole House. He cannot 
waive it. Should he attempt te do so, he would” 
himself be punishable for a breach of privilege; 
because it is not his own privilege, created for his 
own benefit, but a right secured for the’ preserva- 
tion of the legislative body to which he belongs, of 
the rights of the constituency represented by him, 
and of the interests of the whole country, which are ` 
more or less committed to hiscare. No committee, 
therefore, created for any general or for any parti- 
cular purpose, can take jurisdiction of this transcen- 
dent right of the whole House, affecting its very or- 
ganization and existence, without a clear grant of 
power by the whole House. But the power may, 
at any time, and on any occasion, be granted; and 
whether it is granted in-any particular instance, is 
a question of intention and construction. If the 
House intended to grant it, and has made use of 
language which will clearly confer it, there no 
longer remains any question as toits existence or its 
exercise. In the present instance it was expressly 
granted, in language clear, explicit, and unequi- 
vocal. : 

The gentlemen who have maintained with the 
greatest ability that the committee in the present 
instance were restrained by this rule and have 
exceeded their powers, indeed almost all, who 
have addressed the House on that side of the ques- 
tion, especially in the earlier stages of the debate, 
have abandoned, yielded, given ` up the whole 
ground, upon which they took their stand: for they 
now, with here and there a solitary and strange 
exception, fully admit that the whole mass of ac- 
cusatory evidence was rightly taken, and properly 
reported to the House. They yield up the whole 
objection, and virtually admit, either that the rule 
has no application, or has been complied with, on 
the present occasion. They admit that the com- 
mittee had ample powers to go into this investiga- 
tion, and to take and report all the evidence which . 
which they have reported in the present case, al- ` 
though it directly and deeply involves the right and 
privilege of members of this House; which could 
not have been done, if that rule were applicable 
Œre, and had not been complied with. 

Sir, I advance three propositions, and I propose 
to establish them so clearly and conclusively, that » 


-no human intellect under the dominion of truth and 


reason, shall withhold its assent, or deny that any 
one of them is not well founded: fy ee 

In the first place, the House conferred upon this 
committee of ‘investigation -full power to do pre- 
cisely what they have done: and conferred the power, 
that it might be exercised. . 

In the second place, the committee have 
acted in precise conformily with every precedent 
which has been set from the foundation of the Go- 
vernment to the present time. 

Inthe third place, the resolutions proposed are 
not adjudications, but mere propositions submitted 
to the House, involving inquiry by the House; and 
to be adopted, rejected, or otherwise dirposed of, af- 
ter a full hearing of the members implicated, and 
in the usual mode. 

The House conferred upon the committee full 
power. It was conferred by the resolution of the 
Bth of February: 

“Resolved, That a committee consisting of seven 
members be appointed to investigate the causes 
which led to the death of the Hon. JONATHAN 
Cittey, late a member of this House, and the cir- 
cumstances connected therewith; and further to 
inquire whether there has been, in the case alluded 
to, a breach of the privileges of this House, and to 
report thereon to the House.” 

And power was given to the committee to send 
for persons and papers, and to sit during the ses- 
sions of the House. The language of this resolu- 
tion is exceedingly broad. It conveyed a special 
authority and direction:—first: To investigate the 
causes Which led fo the death of Mr. Cilley, late a 
member of the House; secondly: To investigate the 
circumstances connected therewith; ‘thirdly: To 
inquire whether there had been, in the case alluded 
to, a breach of the privileges of the House; and 
fourthly: To report on those three subjects direct'y 
io the House. The committee was “appointed tg 
investigate,” ‘te inquire,” “to report.” . 
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This special authority was conferred of the éom- 
mittee, in the first instance, without any previous 
investigativy or inquiry. The House knew “by 
common fame” what had occurred; and that is a 
sufficient ground toproceed upon in any legislative 
body, in directing an investigation by. witnesses. 
The same manual of parliamentary law, which is 
recognised by the standing roles of this House, to 
which.genilemea have resorted, and on which they 
rely, for their objection to this whole proceeding, 
lays down the law upon this subject also: ‘“Com- 
mon fame is.a good ground for the House to pro- 
cced by inquiry, and even to accusation.” —Jeffer- 
son’s Manual, , page 133. 

It was known, therefore, in a strictly parliamen- 
tary way, ina strictly legal manner, for all the 
purposes of instituting an investigation, that the 
principals and the seconds, in the tragedy ordered 


to be, investigated, were exclusively members of , 


this Flouse. “This was known to every member of 
this body, from common fame, and fiom a printed 
statement, published in the newspapers, under the 
signatures of the seconds, in the hands of every 
one. And the fact, that members of the House of 
Representatives were involved, was spoken of in 
the debate on the resolution of inquiry, and made 
a ground of objection to the passage of that resolu- 
tion. And now, sir, it is asserted that this fact is 
the only one which this committee were authorized 
to inquire into and report to the House; or, in 
other words, that when the House adopted that re- 
solution, it was a dead letter in all its parts, autho- 
rized no investigation into the causes which led to 
the death of Mr. CILLEY, into the circumstances 
which attended it, or into the breach of the privi- 
leges of the House, which was involved in it; and 
that all this was well known to more than three 
fourths of the members of this House, who record- 
ed their votes for the passage of that resolution. 
This would seem to me to be an exceedingly tri- 
volous, absurd and unaccountable | proceeding if the 
committee had no power. The House of Repre- 
sentatives, well knowing, ina legal and parliamen- 
tary way, that its own members were directly, prin- 
cipally, and, perhaps, exclusively, involved in (ye 
inquiry, did, notwithstanding, direct the investiga- 
tion to be made into “the causes,” “the circum- 
stances,” and “the breach of privilege;” did direct 
the committee to report upon the whole subject- 
matter of the investigation, and did clothe them 
with the power to send for persons and papers for 
that purpose. The House, at the very outset, 
granted the special authority, in the fullest manner, 
“to inquire whether, in the case alluded to, there 
had been a breach of the privileges of the Fouse,” 
which, necessarily, involved the inquiry, by whom 
acts of violation had beencommitted. The whole 
question of privilege had, at the outset, intentional- 
ly and specifically, been referred to the committee, 
and it had been worse than useless to have report- 
ed to the House a fact which the House knew be- 
fore, and to have obtained a new grant of the same 
authority which the House had already granted. 
Bat, sir, the various orders of the House, re- 
ferring to this cormmitiee the great number of me- 
morials, signed by more than twenty thousand citi- 
zens, praying an investigation of the facts of this 
transaction, and some of them praying an expulsion 
of the principal and the seconds, not only by deserip- 
tion, but ae name-—praying expressly for the expul- 
sion of Messrs. Graves, Wise and Jones—would 
have conferred upon the committee fuil power to 
jnvestigate and report, had the resolution itself been 
more limited in its terms. By those memorials, the 
House referred to the committee, for inquiry and 
report, the transaction itself, which resulted in the 


death of Mr.Criumy, the names of the principal and 


the seconds involved in it, and the question whether 
the prayer of those memorials, for their expulsion, 
should be granted. That reference was equivalent 
to an express order to investigate and report in re- 
ference to. the persons charged. This is one of the 
most familiar principles of | parliamentary law and 
practice, illustrated by daily experience, and well 
kuown to every rnember of any legislative body. 
And yet the gentleman from Massachasetts, (Mr 
. _Apams,] the boasted champion of the right of pe- 
“tition, upon a subject clearly within the Jurisdiction 
of Congress, upon memorials which he himself has 
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presented, seems, in effect, ‘by. his course, tò deny 
the power of a conimittee, charged. with the con- 
sideration of thosé memorials, to report whether, 
in their opinion, the prayer of them ought, or ought 
not, to be granted. - Tf, sir, the committee had“not 
that power, if they had hot the right to consider 
the subject of the memorials referred to them, in 
its full length and breadth, and to report to the 
House whether the prayer of the. memorialists 
should be granted or denied, the right of petition is 
a mockery, the whole system of parliamentary 
law and practice is but a name. 

The cominittee, therefore, had full power, both 
by the resolution of the 28th of Febraary, and. by 
the memorials -referred to them, to examine. this 
matter, and to sift it to the bottom. They had the 
most ample authority to report what .were the 
causes which led to the death of Mr, Cilley, what 
were the circumstances which.attended it, whether 
the privileges of the House had been violated, who 
were involved in their violation, and to propose any 
measure for the action of the House, even to the 
extent of expulsion. And when, in the course of 
the debate on the adoption of the original resolu- 
lion, it was intimated that this was a perilous ser- 
vice; that those who engaged in it might find it 
necessary to be armed to the teeth; I, for one, did 
not feel at liberty to shun it, nor do I now feel dis- 
posed to shrink from any part of the responsibility 
consequent upon its performance. 

The course pursued by the committee, on the 
present occasion, 1s the same which has been pur- 
sued in every other case of privilege referred to a 
committee, from the foundation ot the Government 
to the present time. 

The first precedent to which I will refer is that of 
Humphrey Marshall, Senator from Keutneky, in the 
year 1796, A memorial from certain members of 
the Legislature, and a letter from the Governor of 
Kentucky, showing that that Senator had been 
charged with fraud and perjury, were presented to 
the Senate of the United States, and referred toa 
commitice, who were ordered “to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate.” The committee re- 
ported ihe facts, their opinion thercon, their reasons, 
and what, in their view, should be the final action 
of the Senate. ‘They reported, in that case, that 
“the memorial ought to be dismissed.” 

In the same year arose the case of James Gunn, 
a Senator from Georgia, and Frederick Freling- 
huysen, a Senator from New Jersey. The one had 
sent, the other had borne, a challenge to Abraham 
Baldwin, a member of the House of Representa- 
tives from the State of Georgia, for a cause not 
connected with his duty as a member. The corre- 
spondence, which was presented to the House by 
Mr. Baldwin, was, together with a letter from Mr. 
Gunn, and one from Mr. Frelinghuysen, referred 
to a committee, of which James Madison was 
chairman. Mr. Madison made the report. The 
committee, in this case also, reported. the facts, 
their opinion, their reasons, and what, in their 
view, should be the final action of the Honse. 
They reported that the two Senators were guilty of 
a breach of privilege, that their apologies should be- 
deemed satisfactory, and that, therefore, no fur- 
ther proceedings were necessary: in all which the 
Flouse concurred. 

The next year (1797) arose the case of Wiliam 
Blount, a Senator from Tennessee. A message of 
the President of the United States, and papers ac 
companying it, relating to a certain letter, purport- 
ing to have been writen by Mr. Blount, were 
referred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port what, in their opinion, it was proper. for the 
Senate to do thereon, and power. was granted to 
send for persons, papers, and records. In this case, 
aiso, the committee reported the facts, their opi- 
nion, their reasons, aud what should be the final 
action of the Senate. The resolution, which they 
reported, was in these words: “Resolved, That nit 
liam Blount, esq. one of the Senators of the Unite 
States, having been guilty of a high noe A 
€ ntirely inconsistent with his public trust and duy 
as a Senar, be, and he hereby, is expelled from 
the Senate of the United States.” And this reso- 
lution was considered i in the Senate, witnesses were 
examined, counsel were heard, and_it.was finally 
adopted by a vote of 25 to Iy and William Blount 
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Mr. rmn took the pee of his grievances 
into his own bands, and a. personal rencontre, en- 
sued just as the House was assembling. A resolu- 
tion was immediately submitted by a member, 
«that Roger Griswold and. Matthew Lyon, mem- 
bers of this House, for-riotous and disdrderly belia- 
vior committed in the Hotise, be expelled thére- 
from.” This motion was referred to the same se- 
lect committee, “ with instructions to Teport their 
opinion thereupon to the House, together with the 
evidence in writing upon which they formaed their 
report.” They reported the evidence, 
opinion that the resolution, be disagreed t 
‘The case of Capt. James McKnight and Lieut. 
Michael Reynolds occurred in the year 16 0; The 
President of the United ‘States communicated’ to 
the House of Representatives a letter fro 
Randolph, je. of Virginia, complaining of ani 
ae him by certain oflicers of the army ornavy 
for words spsken in debate. The message and the 
letter were referred to a select committee, of which 
Mr. Chauncey Goodrich of Connecticut was ‘chair- 
man. They called witnesses, and heard the parties. 
Commendiug the President: highly, and _censuting 
Mr. Randolph severely, hi ted 
evidence, their opinion, a 
with resolutions for the fi 


proceedings of a committee, of which the ilena 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] was Chairman. 
That gentleman has seen fit to denounce the course 
of the select committee on the present occasion in 
severe terms. He hag seén fitto declare in his 
place that they have committed a greater breach of 
the privileges of this House, in making their report, 
than any of which they have complained; or, in 
other language, greater than if their, hands. had 
been imbrued in the blood of a fellow member; and 
this charge: he has made against us, for following 
the only unexceptionable part of the example ‘which 


‘he himself set for us in his younger‘ days, some 


thirty years ago, when he was a member ‘of ‘the 
other branch of Congress. J will not deny i that the 
precedent which he ‘furnished us.on that. Gecasion, 
had some influence upon our course in discharging 
the duty of making a report. But’ there are other 
parts of that precedent which cur own sense of jus- 
tice and propriety did not permit us to. follow. We 
did not feel it to be our duty to call the accused 
member from the lobbies or from the promisetous 
crowd, and to move that he be arraigned be- 
fore the assembled multitude, with all eyes fixed 
upon him, to hear read ‘ove of ihe most ex- 
traordinary documents to “be found “upon our 
legislative annals—mmost extraordinary for its vi- 
inperative energy, for its ‘biting sarcasms, for 
r withering invective, aad its galling accusations. 

Fe did not pursue that. mild und merciful course. 
ir did not deny the dectised “the Tight -to defend 
himself before. the, committee, and insist that his 
defence should be, before the Senate. only, We 
did not insist ‘that all the rules al aw in favor 
of innocence, until guilt > 
be discarded. Ie. “did not i 
should be aspersed upon-ex paite evide 
be. denied th ilege of cross, i . 
witnesses against him, or should be tried aid con- 


April 1838. 


25TH ConG-+++2nxp SESS., 


‘demned upon proof, which the laws‘of every State 


in this Union, in å matter. of a penny’s value, de- 
clare to be no proof at all. We did not insist that 


either House of Congress was a high tribunal, of | 
such exalted character’and transcendent dignity 


and importance, that all the principles of evidence, 


and all the rules of law, which the wisdom of ages - 


had established for the protection of innocence and 
the defence of the accused, were to be trampled 
under foot, when a humble individual was on trial 
for all that was most dear to him in life. Our 
course,in all these respects, was exactly the reverse of 
that pursued by the member’ from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Apams] in the well known case of John 
Smith, a Senator from Ohio. We adhered to the 
rules of law. ` We presumed innocence until guilt 
was established. We held no man, acquitted by 
the vérdiet of his. peers, to: be an acquitted felon. 
We allowed no ex parte evidence. We permitted 
the parties implicated in a charge to be present, 
to meet the witnesses against them face to face, to 
cross-examine them in the most rigid manner, to 
call witnesses in their own defence, to be withesses 
for each other and indirectly for themselves, and 
finally presented the whole mass of the evidence on 
all sides, simultaneously, to the House, and, through 
it, to the coutitry.. We did follow the precedent of 
the gentleman from Massachussetts in one respect, 
though ifa Somewhat different spirit. We reported 
the facts, the evidence, our opinions thereon, our 
reasons, and what, in our view, should be the final 
action of the House. We reported, as he did, a 
resolution for expulsion, 

On the 27th of November, 1807, a resolution 
was presented, which was adoped by the Senate, 
“that a committee be appointed to inquire whether 
it be compatible with the honor and privileges of 
this House, that John Smith, a Senator of the State 
of Ohio, against whom bills of indictment were 
found at the Cirenit Court of Virginia, held at 
Riehtond in August: last; for. treason’ and misde- 
meanor,'should ‘be permitted ‘any longer to have a 
séat therein; and that the committee do ‘ingitire in- 

to all the facts regarding. the conduct of Mr. Smith 
as an alleged associaté-of Aaron Burr, and report 
the same to the Senate.” That committee examin- 
ed the evidence against the Senator, such as it-was; 
and Mr. Adams, the chairman, in their behalf, re- 
ported it with a summary statement of the facts, 
with reasons and arguments, a resolution for the 
expulsion of the offending Senator, and a recommen- 
dation thatit be adopted by the Senate. I will 
. Téad the words of the resolution, as the gentleman 
from'-Massachusetts; [Mr. Apams,] reported it: 

Resolved, That John Smith, a Senator from the 
State of Ohio, by his participation in the conspi- 
racy of Aaron Burr, against the peace, union, and 
liberties of the people of the United States, has 
been guilty of conduct incompatible with his duty 
and station asa Senator of the United States: and 
that he be ‘therefer, and hereby is, expelled from 
the Senate of the United States.” 

‘Upon. this resolution; thus reported by the com- 
mittee, John Smith was. heard before the Senate, 
by his witnesses and his counsel; and when the final 
vote was taken upon its adoption, it did not pass 
for the want of a single vote. 

‘Phe case of Captain Isaac A. Coles was in the 

year 1809. He had assaulted General Nelson, a 
` member.of the: House froin the State of Maryland, 


in’ the north wing of the Capitol, -after the House: 


had adjourned, and for a cause not conneeted with 
the duties of General Nelson as a member. A 
committee was ‘appointed to inquire into - the 
circumstances attending the. occurrence, and to 
report a statement of the facts, with their opinion 


thereon. Governor Taylor of South Carolina was : 


chairman, and Mr. Pitkin of Connecticut was a 


member, of this committee. They reported the . 


facts, the evidence, their opinion thereon, that Mr. 
Coles had been guilty of a breach of privilege, that 
his apology should be deeméd satisfactory, and a 
resolation al¥o‘ that no further proceedings should 
be ‘had: TE Sa os : 

‘The: ease of ‘Russell Jarvis; in- 1828, who as- 
saulted the private secretary of the President of the 
United ‘States while passing from the hail of this 
House to the Senate chamber, although not the 
ase of a member, is dexrving of notice. Mr. 
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MeDuffie of South Carolina was chairman of the 
committee. They heard the witnesses, and the 
parties, by consent, reported a summary siatement 
of the facts, all the evidence, their opinion thereon, 
and a resolution declaring Mr. Jarvis guilty of a 
breach of privilege, deserving the censure of the 


House, and that no farther proceedings be had | 


thereon. 


In the case of Lieutenant Lane, who assaulted ~ 


Mr. Ewing, a member of this House from the 


State of Ohio, in the year 1835, the ‘subject was re- | 
ferred to a committee, who reported a summary _ 


statement of the facts, together with the evidence; 
but the Congress expiring in a few hours, they, for 
that reason, recommended no action by the House. 

In the case of the affray between two Reporters, 
(Wheeler and Cedd,) in 1836, within this hall, 
while the House was in session, the committee 


reported the facts, the evidence, their opinions, and ; 


resolutions for the final actioncof the House. 

The case of Mr. Ruggles of the Senate, so sadly 
connected with the occasion of the present investi- 
gation, is fresh in the recollections of aj]. The 
committee there, also, have reported the facts, the 
evidence, their opinicns, and a resolution for the 
final action of the Senate. : i 
` Such has been the course of precedents. They 
are uniform, invariable, extend through every pe- 
riod of our political history, and it remains to be 
seen whether they are all tobe subverted to meet 
the exigencies of the present moment. I only de- 
sire that it may be known and understood by the 
House, and by the country, that if, for the purpose 
of suppressing this report, and getting rid of the re- 
solutions of expulsion and censure, the whole sub- 
ject shall be recommitted, with instructions, direct- 
ly or indirectly to suppress them, it will be in open 
violation of the whole practice and course of both 
Houses of Congress from the earliest to the present 
time. 

The review of this long course of precedents has 
anticipated, and rendered unnecessary, what I had 
intended to have said upon my third proposition. 
It has been already seen ‘that we have acted on ly in 
conformity with precedent, in submitting resolu- 
tions for expulsion, and censure. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams]} has relieved us 
from any necessity of explanation. In his report 
upor the case of John Smith, he says “The com- 
mittee have never conceived tnemselves invested 
with authority to try Mr. Smith. Their charge 
was to report an opinion relating to the honor and 
privileges of the Senate, and the facts relating to 
the conduct of Mr. Smith. Their cpinion, indeed, 
cannot be expressed in relation to the privilege of 
the Senate, without relating, at the same time, to 
Mr. Smith’s right of holding a seat in this body; 
but in that respect the authority of the committee 
extends only to proposal, and not to decision.” 
And yet the commitiee, in that case, reported a 
resolution for the expulsion of John Smith, and he 
was heard, and tried, before the Senate upon that 
resolution, though upon the final vote it did not 
pass by the constitutional majority, and he was 
therefore not expelled. The committee did not, in 
the present case, conceive themselves invested with 
authority to try the members accused. “They 
knew that their authority extended-only to pro- 
posal, and not to decision. They knew that the 
trial, if trial there was, would be before the 
whole House; that the first question would be 
whether the members implicated had violated the 
privileges of the House ; and that the second ques: 
tion would be, whether they should be expelled or 
censured therefor. They knew full well that the 
committee, in presenting these resolutions, had 
done no more than any one of them upon his indi- 
vidual responsibility, or- any other member of the 
House, might have done when this report was pre- 
sénted. 
rence of four or seven in a proposition, which any 
one of them was competent to make, upon a sub- 
ject referred to them expliciily, would take from 
them combined the power, which each one of them 
separately possessed, even without the additional 
grant of power. © f ` 

The whole subject is under the control of the 
House. They can modify these resolutions or re- 
ject them. They can proceed with the trial or re- 


lt was not believed that the concur- i 


sme ner ney nero none manaamaan onsen array a 


aaaeeeaa 


‘Tase to’ do 


-committee have: discharged ‘a duty. hich 


do 30, upon the 
‘They can get rid of ‘the. resoutic. 
also, by referring them back tot 
the report and the evidence, ‘wit 
suppress théim. “Whatever course 


neither sought nor: shunned, -an 
the individual members of this ; 
are responsible to their . constituents: and to 

country; O SRT an E a ee ; 


PUBLIC LANDS=GRADUATION BILL: 
SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
n Or Missouri; © me i 
In Senate; April 12, 1838,—The-“‘bill providing for 
the reduction and graduation of ‘the.price of the 
public lands” haying been taken up. for conside- 
ration— ; E Og aa EF 
Mr. BENTON said he rose with peculia 
tification to speak on the present occasion. - 
Graduation Bill was an old and favorite measure 
-of his, commenced twelve years ago, prosecuted 
with various specess, impeded sometimes by unex- 
pected opposition, baffled at one. period by the 


Scheme to distribute. money among the States, but 
never abandoned nor despaired. of. Conscious of 


the justice and-rectilude-of the bill, and a firm be- 


"Hiever in the eventual friameh of all that..is moral- 


ly and politically right, he had never. suffered kim- 
self to be discouraged by opposition; or dishearten- 
ed by defeat. He had always believed in the final 
suecess of the bill, and the period for success’ 
seemed now to be approaching... . Ay ps 
The bill comes to us now under more. favorable 
auspices than it has ever done before. The Pre- 
sidcnt recommends it, and the Treasury ueeds the 
money which it will produce. A gentleman of the 
Opposition [Mr. Cray] reproaches the President 
for inconsistency in mating this recommendation ; 
he says that he voted against it as Senator here- 
tofore, and recommends it as President now. But 
the gentleman forgets. to teli-us that. Mr. Van 


‘Buren, when a member of the Senate, spoke in 


favor of the general cbject of the, bill from the 
Grst day: it. was presented, and that he roted in, 


favor. of onè degree,of. .redaction—a redu nof 
the price of ihe public lands to. one doll FATE 
the last ‘session that he ‘served he from 


being inconsistent, the; President, in this recom- 


mendation, has only carried. out to their legitimate 
conclusions the principles. which he formerly ex- 
pressed, and the vote which he formerly..gave. 

The bill, as. modified on the motions of. the, Se- 
nators from Tennessee and New Hampshire 
| Messrs. Gruxpy and Hussard] stands shorn of 
half its original provisions. Originally it embraced 
four degrees of reduction; it now contains but two 
ef those degrees. The two last—the fifty cent, 
and the twenty-iive cent reductions, have been cut 
off. | I made no -objection to the mations of those 
gentiemen. -i knew them to be made iù a;friend- 
iy spirit; I knew also that the succets of their 
motions was necessary to the success of any part of 
the bill. Certainly E-would have preferred the whole 
—weuld have prefered the four degrees of reduc- 
tion. But this is a case in which the homely 
maxim applies, that half a loaf is better than ne 
bread. By giving up halt the bil, we may gain 
the cther half; and sure I am that our constituents 
will vastly prefer half to nothing. The lands may 
now be reduced toone dollar fur those which have 
been five years in market, and to seventy-five 
cents for these which been ten years in market 
The rest.ct the bilis relinquished tor the present, 
not abandoned for ever. The remaining degrees 
of reduetion will be brought forward- hereafter, 
and “with a better prospect of success, after the 
lands have been- picked and culled over under the 
prices of the present bil. Even if- the clauses had 
remained which have been struck ont, on the mo- 
tions of the gentlemen from Tennessee and New 
Hamipshire, it would have been two years from 
Décember uext, before. any purchases could have 
been made under them. They Were not ic take 
effect until. December, 1849. Before that time 
Congress will twice sit again, and if the present 
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“bill passes, and is found to work well, the enact- 
ment of the present rejected clauses will be a mat- 
ter of course. ; 

The bill will operate, not upon the whole body 
of the lands of the United States, but on compara- 
tively a small part: seventy millions of acres is 
the nominal amount which the bill will reach, but 
in reality its effect will be confined to half that 
quantity. We have authentic reports upon this 
subject, made under the requisition of the Senate, 
by the registers and receivers of all the land dis- 
tricts. These officers were required to report upon 
the quantity, quality, and value of the unsold lands 
within their respective districts. These reports 
were made several years ago, and exhibiled-his 
result: the whole quantity of unsold lands, then 
remaining unpurchased at $125 per acre, was 
seventy-one millions of: acres; of that quantity, 
thirty-four millions of acres were returned as unfit 
for cultivation and worth nothing; the remaining 
quantity was reported at varions and average 
prices, from eight or ten cents per acre up to the 
Government price. The quantity of land then, 
on which this bill can operate, will be about thirty- 
five millions of acres; and the quality will be the 
refuse of sales, donations, and many years’ 
cullings and pickings. Nominally the bill is to 
apply to lands which have been five years, and 
ten years, in market; in point of fact it applies to 
those which have been twenty, fifty, a hundred, 
and even a hundred and fifty years in market, 


and that not merely at $1 25 per acre, but,inmany j 


instances as a mere donation. Take the case of 
Missouri.’ The Spanish Government was esta- 
blished in Upper Louisiana in 1764—say seventy- 
five years ago—and the lands were offered as a 
free grift to the settlers. At the change of Govern- 
ment in 1804, the same lands. were picked by 
head rights and settlement rights, and when the 
“land system of the United States was brought to 
bear upon it, it was again picked over, first by pre- 
emptions, then at public auction, and afterwards 
at private entry. Thus, these lands have been 
picked for three quarters of a century, and under 


three different sovereignties—the French, Spanish,’ 


and American—not in fact over the whole State, 
but over a great part. The concessions under the 
French and Spanish Governments extended four 
hundred miles up and down the Mississippi, within 
the present limils of the State ot Missouri, and 
above a hundred miles back from the river. In 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and 
some parts of Arkansas, a good part of their lands 
have actually been picked over for a century and 
a quarter. The French and Spanish settlements 
commenced in those places about the year 1700; 
and the best lands were disposed of by donations 
under the bountiful system of free gifts which pre- 
vailed under the Kings of France and Spain. In 
Ulinois, Indiana, and Michigan, there are lands 
which have been picked for a century and a half— 
since the year 1680—-when the French first took pos- 
session of these countries. The same countries 
have since been picked under our system of auc- 
tions, pre-emptions, and private entries; and it is 
not only unjust in itself, but derogatory to the Re- 
publican Government of the United States to be 
holding up the refuse of these lands—the mere 
remnants and relics, the offal and leavings, the 
dregs and lees—of so many years’ pickings and cul- 
lungs, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

This is the quantity, and this the quality, of the 
lands on which the bill will operate—about thirty 
five millions of acres, the residuum of years and 
centuries’ donations and sales, and scattered over 
nine States and two Territories. If the whole 
quantity lay in a body, it would make but an in- 
considerable extent, but itis scattered over almost 


a boundless region—scatiered in detached parcels | 


from the Gulf of Mexico to the Northern lakes, 
and from the Atlantic coast of East Florida to the 
frontiers of Texas. 

Every interest which can be brought to bear on 
the subject requires these lands to be immediately 
sold; and to sell them, the price must be reduced to 
their value. It is due to the Federal Treasury—to 
the State Governments—and to the whole body of 
the agricultural community. The Treasury is 
empty, made so by a distribution of twenty-eight 


| ner made in the middle of it. 


millions of the public moneys among the. States, 
and the deferred payment of nine millions due from 
merchants and banks. It is.empty, and must be 


replenished.. Loans and Treasury notes are both” 


humiliating resources, and are’ only justifiable as 
temporary expedients.. The thirty-five millions of 
acres of refuse Jands is the natural and adequate 


reliance of the Treasury in this. emergency. At ` 


reduced prices they would sell immediately, and 
for a respectable sum. They he in the settled. 
parts of the States, mixed among the farms, and 
are desirable for their locality, if not for their. ins 
trinsic value. They would be purchased imme- 
diately at prices adapted to their value, and would 
throw several millions into the Treasury in a few 
months. Fifteen or twenty millions might be ex- 
pected from them in two years if the graduation 
was complete, down to twenty-five cents. To the 
new States the sales of these Jands are necessary to 
the completion of their sovereignty within their 
own limits.. The unsold public lands are exempted 
from their jurisdicuion—as much so as if they be- 
longed to the Indians. They pay no tax; they con- 
tribute nothing to the support of the State Govern- 
ment; they are desert barriers between settlements. 
Every reason which required the extinction of ibe 
Indian title within the limits of the States, also re- 
quires the extinction of the Federal tile. Under 
the Federal title the lands are useless lo every party; 
they contribute nothing to taxation, to cultivation, 
to improvement. Federal dominion over land is a 
barren sceptre, under which nothing grows; indivi- 
dual ownership is the fruitful sceptre which makes 
the soil available for every public and for every 
private benefit. No State should feel its sove- 
reignty complete while the Federal Government 
wields a barren sceptre over any part of its soil. 
Every one should labor for the extinction of the 
Federal title; and every one has so labored. Nn- 
merous are the memorials which have been for- 
warded to Congress on this subject. The Gra- 
duation bill is the feasible mode ot accomplish- 
ing. this great object; and in favor of that 
bill, the Legislatures of Indiana, Minois, Missouri, 
Michigan, Arkansas, Louisiana, Alabama, and 
Mississippi, besides the Territories, have repeated- 
ly sent us their memorials. Never has there been 
so general and so lasting a concurrence in favor of 
any one measure among so many States. Surely 
something is due to the wishes of so many States, 
so unanimously and so perseveringly presented to 
us. To the farmers and cultivators of the soil, the 
passage of the bill is eminently due. It is due tu 
the whole body of the cultivators, whether rich or 
poor, whether with or without land at present. 
Some gentlemen treat it as a mere relief to the 
poor—as a plan merely to supply the poor with 
homes. That is a partial and imperfect view; it 
is only true in part. Doubtless many poor will 
thereby obtain homes, and become freeholders, 
who would otherwise have remained tenants; but 
there is no propriety in requiring from a rich man 
double or treble its value for a piece “of refuse 
land which is necessary to complete his farm, 


j orto supply him with wood, or water, or pasture, 


or to give him a quarry of stone, or the posses- 
sion of which ix merely necessary as an outlet, 
or to keep off a bad neighbor. Many are 
the persons of considerably property to whom 
these parcels of refuse lands will be desirable for 
these purposes, and from whom it would be uncon- 
scionable to demand double or treble price merely 
because they are able to pay it. It may be as- 
sumed, without the fear of contradiction, that there 
will not be a first rate quarter section of land to be 
sold out of the whole thirty-five millions of acres 
on which this bill will operate. There will not be 
one in which there is not a mixture of sterile, or 
broken ground, unfit for cultivation. Our surveys 


| are all made to the cardinal points; the lines go 
| straight forward, without regard to good or bad 


land; the corners are made at given distances, 
without regard to soil. Often a patch of good land 
s cut into two parts by a line; often it is thrown in- 
to three or four different quarter sections by a cor- 
Creeks and branches 
may have narrow bottoms of good soil, bordered 


! by steep hills unfit for cultivation; and bodies of 
| good land may be cut up by lines and corners. In 


all such cases; while a:poor.m 

for his. small field ona singh 
man of some properly must.purchase -four or. five 
quarter. sections to. combine. as. much. soil fit: for 
cultivation as. his force requires, To, demand,.a- 
dollar and a-quarter-all round for such land, 18-4 
demand four or five dollars an acre forall: that, is 
fit for nse: The rich and the poor, then, are: both 
interested in this bill... It concerns the. whole agri- 
cultural. population of eight States and two Terri- 
tories. It-concerns: the farmers and -planters,.of 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida;.of 
Arkansas, Missouri, ‘Illingis,. Indiana, “Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and‘a part of Ohios: It is a:bill which 
wil} carry benefits, and, give satisfaction, toa 
greater number of. States, and to a greater: number 
of individuals, than any bill which ever came. be- 
fore Congress. The eyes of one-third of the Union 
are upon‘ts, watching the issue of this bill, to them 
the most important measure which ever came be- 
fore Congress! 

This, then, is a bill for the benefit of the agri- 
cultural part of the community, and is it. not right 
that something should be done for the benefit of 
that numerous and meritorious class?» Few. know 
the value of their labor to the country? Few.cal- 
culate the amount, small in the detail, but enormous 
in the aggregate, of their meritorious labors. , I see 
in a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made 
to Congress at the commencement of the present 
session, that the bread alone consumed. in the 
United States, estimated at. the. low, raté..of three 
cents a day of each indiyidual, is. worth one hun- 
dred and twenty-four millions. of dollars.) This 
comes from the agricultural class,.and is only one 
item in the long list of its productions... The. meats 
may be deemed of equal value with the- bread. 
Then comes the foud for all the domestic animals, 
and, after that, the animais themselves, of almost 
inestimable value. The cotton, the wvol, the hemp, 
the flax, the leather, which furnish the material for 
the raiment of the greater part of fifteen millions 
of souls, come from their hands. After all. this, 
there is an annual surplus of a hundred. milfions 
of dollars of exportable productions, to. be sent 
abroad lo foreign climes, to bring-back. the.com- 
forts, the luxuries, the. necessaries of: life frony all 
foreign nations, with gold. and. silver, and -healing 
medicines, .The same exportable, productions, in 
the return form of foreign merchandise, pay. the 
taxes which support the Gevernment. . Upwards of 
eight hundred millions of taxes have been. derived 
from that source, all bottomed upon the productive 
industry of the farmer. Nor is this all. ..The 
manufacturer, the navigator, and the merchant, 
find their occupation in the productive industry of 
the cultivator of the earth. The factory is fur- 
nished with its material, and the ship with iis 
freight, from the labor of his hands, -The opulent 
merchant, who counts his wealth. by millions, has 
derived bis estate from the mere filtration.of the 
farmer’s productions through his hands; and the 
banker, with his bales of paper money, what would 
he be were it not for the annual millions of. gold 
and silver which the exported productions: of the 
earth cause to be brought into our country? Con- 
fining our estimate -to the direct annual product 
from agriculture, its annual product in food and 
raiment to man, and . food for beasts, and. in 
exports, and one thousand millions- of dollars 
may not exceed its value! All other interests pat 
together are. insignificant, compared to this: great 
one. Compare the farmer with the banker, now 
the object of so much legislative carè and enco- 
miam in our country. He produces nothing. He 
takes an old handkerchief, worn out-inservice, has 
it made into silk paper, cuts’ its up into liwe slips, 
and sprinkles it over with figares for dollars. . In 
this way these cherished and exalted characters 
have made what is called about a hundred millions 
of dollars. Grant that itis réally a hundred- mil- 
lions—that every paper dollar is good fora real 
dollar—what then? why, the whole is only: the 
tenth part of the annual product of the cultivation 
of the earth! The whole.is only worth thirty-six 
days’ labor of -the agricultural interest t- But their 
hundred miilions of paper is not. worth dollar for 
dollar ; vast defalcations will be encountered when 
the day of realization arrives; and if three-fourths 
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are made good, it will be a happy deliverance for 
the country. Peradventure the whole of the bank 
notes now afloat in this: Union are not worth 
twenty-five days’ labor. of the agricultaral class ; 
yet this class çan seareely conciliate a` majority 
for a pre-emption law, or a graduation law, while 
the support and applause of ‘the banks command 
the first cares and labors of the legislative bodies. 
Besides their productive industry, the: agricul- 
tural class“ is the great fountain. and nursery of 
the Republican spirit. ` Other: laboring. classes di- 
vide that noble prerogative with them ; still, from 
the vast superiority of their numbers and the pecu- 
liar adaptation of their occupation to the cultiva- 


ton of the independent spirit of man, the cultiva- 


tors of the earth must be looked upon as the great 
and perennial fountain of that’ Republican spirit 
_ which isto maintain and perpetuate our free insti- 
tutions. Gentlemen of the Opposition affect a 
great alarm for the overthrow of the Republic by 
military chieftains. Let thêm moderate their ter- 
rors. Let them remember that no conquering gen- 
eral ever overturned the civil institutions of his 
country-until the faction, corruption, and venalily of 
politicians had first rendered them odious and con- 


temptible; and let them sce in the productive classes _ 


of the United States,—the laborers of alt kindsas 
well as the agriculturalists,—the incorruptible mass 
which will long save our country from that fate. 
The Roman Senate had been twice bribed: by Ju- 
gurtha,—-an African and almost a negro,—Cato 
had been defeated for the consulship by Clodius,— 
before Cæsar marched his legions to the capital. 
Let us cherish our productive classes; let us pro- 


mote their independence; let us multiply our free- | 
Let us enhance the | 


holders and all the producers. 
consideration of him whose labor draws wealth 
from the earth, and from its mines—from the 
forests and from the waters—and of him whose 
skilland industry imparts a new value to whatever 
the'earth, the sea: the forest, and the: mines pra- 
-duce. Let-us.cherish--and advance these classes, 
and far distant is the day when:a Cesar, 4 Crom- 
well, or a Buonaparte is to bé feared in our Ame- 
rica. : ood CE 

-This bill is one of the means, and the most 
essential one ever brought before Congress, for 
advancing the agricultural interest. The pre-emp- 
tion bill which passed the Senate some weeks ago, 
does much for them; but the benefiis of this bill 
will be far more extensive and diffusive. It will 
reach thousands where the other will reach 
hundieds.’ And now, what are the objections to 


this measure? . What. are the objections to it? For - 


the haman mind is so‘constructed that there must 
be.variatiens of opinion upon every subject, and 
more or less opposition to every measure. . This 
beneficent bill. is opposed! Called for by the 
united. voice of the whole West, it is opposed by 
the voice of a single Western State! The gentle- 
men from Kentucky [Messrs. Chay and Crirren- 
DEN] Oppose it; the undivided phalanx of Senators 
from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Tennessee, support it. r 
he Great West, sole opponent, on this floor, to 
this great Western measure! ea 
And what are the objections which are brought 
forward? What are they? 
any foundation in reason, in fact, or in propriety? 
Is there any Senator who argues that sterile land 
is as valuable as fertile—that the last choice-is as 
good as the first-that ridges, hills and swamps, 
knobs and mountains, arid prairies, pine barrens, 
post oak flats, stony points and brush wood jungles— 
the refuse of scores of years’ of sales and dona- 
tions—is there any Senator to stand up and- main- 
tain the aflirmative of these propositions, and -to 
justify,upon the principle of a uniformity of value, 
the uniformity of price, forall these varieties of soil? 
No, sirs no. one jis found to stand up and expose 
himself to'such a glaring absurdity. Other reasons 
must be sought for. The. region of imagination— 
the field of wild conjecture—the visionary creations 
of fancy, must be resorted to; in-order to-conjure up 
something that can be paraded before the Senate. 
In this far distant search alter arguments, a motley 
array of baseless reasons has been gathered into 
he service, the whole of them invalid, and a part 


Kentucky stands alone in | 


Are they such as have’ 
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of them. such as Would discredit -the political 
economy of boarding school misses. , : 
‘It is assumed that the Federal Treasury is to 
lose a quarter of a dollar an acre upon every acre 
of land-that is sold: for one dollar; and fifty cents 


per acre upon ail the sales for seventy-five cents; ` 


and so on through ‘the. whole scale. of graduation. 
This is assumed; and then an imposing table of 
calculations- is made out, and presented to the Se- 
nate, exhibiting tens of millions and hundreds of 
millions of dollars to the loss to the Treasury. It 
is difficult fo reply to such objections without using 
language which the moderation of parliamentary 
debate forbids. -In the first place, the assumption 
is absolutely unfounded! It is an absolute error in 
point of fact! for these refuse lands are.not worth 
a dollar and a quarter an acre; and, therefore, 
there is no loss in selling them for less. Even if 
they should be worth some cents more in the acre 
than they are sold for, the Government becomes 
the gainer by passing them into private hands, to 
pay taxes to the State, to contribute to the 


mass of cultivation. and fo he quantity. of 


productions for home consumption, or for ex- 
portation. It would be true wisdom in the Gc- 
vyernment to make a donation to every cultiva- 
torof as much as would make him a reasonable 
farm. “But gentlemen say, keep the land long 
enough and it will bring the dollar and a quarter. 
This, again, is untrue in point of fact, and is un- 
just and unwise in point of policy. Some of these 


i! lands will never rise to $1 25; others will not rise 


in centuries; in the mean time the actual value of the 
land, at simple interest, issunk every sixteen years, 
and the States are injured for want of them. The 
actual value has already been lost two or three 
times over in the loss of the interest upon so much 
dead capital. 

Sinking the price of all lands all over the Union, 
is another of the fine objections brought forward 
against this bill. It is pretended that it will have 
a universal effect on the price of property; that it 
will reduce the value of real estate in every part of 
the United States, and that every Jandholder will 
find his estate diminished in proportion to the re- 
duction which this bill makes in the. price of the 
refuse public lands. Sir, this is an argument to 
fear and avarice. It is an argument to alarm 
landholders in the old States, and to work upon 
their sense of interest in opposition to a sense of 
right. Itisan absurd and ridiculous attempt to 
frighten and seduce the people of: the old States. 
Why, sir, who ever heard of the price of good land 
being governed by the price of bad land?- This bill 
operates only on the refuse, and it does not bring 
that refuse as low as the price of such refuse now 
is in every State of the Union. Go into any State, 
no matter what one, and you will find miilions, 
and in some States tens of millions, of acres, which 
can be purchased for less than a dollar and a quar- 
ter an acre—for less than a dollar—iess than 
seventy-five cents, or fifty cents, or twelve and a 
half cents! and millions of acres for which no price 
at all can be obtained. This is a truth which 
every Senator knows; and, therefore, every Senator 
must feel the absurdity of the argument which is 
brought forward. Philosophers teil us that a pea 
thrown into the Atlantic ocean will disturb the 
equilibrium of the waters on the coast of China; 
but no navigator has ever reported that his ship 
was endangered by sucha disturbance. So of this 
objection. Orators here affirm that it will affect 
the price of real estate all over the Union; the 
event will prove that it will have no more effect 
upon the price of land in the Atlantic States than 
the pea it the Atlantic ocean would have upon the 
sailing of Chinese junks in the Gulf of Tonguin. 

The derangement of the whole landed system of 
the United States, is another of these objections 


` brought forward to impede the passage of the bill, 


and is about as’ well-founded as alithe rest. It 
has fo foundation at all! not even a particle of 
truth to rest upon? The change of price-has no- 
thing to do with the structure of the land system. 
The system consists of the scientific mode of sur- 
yeys—the jand offices—and the patents derived 
from the United States. 
tem, and the billbefore us touches none of these 
things. It affects the price only, and in thatit only 


These compose the sys- 
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follows the act of 1820—that act which reduced 
the price of Jands from two’ dollars to. one dollar 
twenty-five cents per acre. It follows’ that act, 
which no one pretended was an overthrow of the 
land system. It follows that act; bat dees not go 
its length; for the proposed reductions-are not equal 
to the reduction: then actually made. The retat- 
tion was then seventy-five cents in the acre; it is 


. only proposed now to make. reductions of twenty-_ 
` five cents, and of fifty cents in the acre. 


The bill 
then has an example in our-own legislation ‘which 
answers the objection now brought forward; and it 
is to be remembered that the reduction of 1820 was 
opposed by the same arguments, and, so far as they 
remain in Congress, by the same persons, who op- 
posed the reduction of 1820. l 

The loss of their population, by the old States, 
is another of these fine objections.’ Elaborate ta- 
bles of comparison between the increase of popu- 
lation in the old and the new States are exhibited 
here; and the balance is shown to be to the preju- 
dice of the old ones. It is shown that they are 
losing their population—that the new States are 
out-growing them—and that it is necessary to keep 
up the price of public lands in order to slacken the 
tide of this emigration. Sir, this is a strange ob- 
jection. Itis anti-national, anti-social, ‘and anti- 
Western! It is an argument founded in sectional 
feelings; and calculated to array the old States 
against the new ones. . It is an argument which 
turns its back upon the West, and caters to the 
jealousy of the East! It is an argument. which 
counteracts the gefius of our Constitution, and 
goes to array one half of the Union against the: 
other. By the genins of our Constitution, the 
whole Union is considered as one country, and the 
right of every citizen is fully acknowledged to pro- 
mote his happiness, and to better his condition if 
he can, by pursuing his own notions of his own 
interest; but by this objection the West is con- 
sidered as an alien country! and the inhabitants of 
the Eastern States are contemplated as Russian 
serfs, attached to the soil of the lords paramount, 


~and without the privilege of removing from it 


without the permission of their feudal barons. It 
is an objection which smells strongly of the high 


_tariff system. 


Such are the best of the objections urged against 


‘this measure; and these being the best, how mise- 


rable must be the remainder!. Too miserable, 
®urely, to merit a monient’s consideration. Yet 
there is one which cannot be overlooked, though it 
is difficult to see with what propriety it was dragged 
into the debate. It is that famous Treasury Order 
of July 11th, 1836; which, in addition to its benefi- 
cial effects in favor of the public Treasury, has 
operated asa PRE-EMPTION LAW in favor of 
seitlers and cultivators. That noble order drove 
the speculators, with their bank facilities—with 
their bales and bundles of bank notes—it drove 
them out of the field! It freed the settlers and cul- 
tivators from the competition of these harpies—the 
only competition which they have to fear; for no 


“HARD MONEY MAN ever bids against a settler 


to take hishome and his improvements for nothing. 
It is the PAPER MONEY SPECULATOR who 
performs that operation; and, therefore, the Trea- 
sury order, which expelled these speculators from 
the field, relieved the settlers and cultivators from 
their only dangerous competitor, and secured to 
them their homes and settlements at Government 
prices. As long as that noble order is maintained, 
just so long will the settlers and cultivators of the 
soil be free from the competition of speculators, 
and actually blessed with the main advantages of 
a general, permanent, and universal pre-emption 
law. 

It is to no purpose that politicians, or specula- 
tors, or those interested in the banks, shall cry out 
against that order as imposing a hardship on the 
settler—as compelling him to parchase specie at a 
premium to enter land. Even if he had to do so, 
he would still gain by the operation; for it would be 
a great gain by paying two or three per cent. to get 
rid of the competition of -a bank facility -specula- 
tor, to whom fifty or a hundred dollars, more or 
less, in the price of a quarter section, is no objec 
atall. The two or three per cent. frees him from 
acompetition which might cost him fifties or hun- 
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dreds of dollars. But it is notso. The farmer, 
the cultivator, and the settler, has no money. but 
good money. He takes care to have hard money 
fer the produce of his hard labor; He has the hard 
money any way, and. has no business with treach- 
erous paper. Seven millions of dollars in gold. and 
silver paid into the land offices last’ year, and the 
whole of it by cultivators, atlests: the facility with 
which the farming interest can supply themselves 
with: hard money. Noi:withstanding the stoppage 
of the banks, seven millions were paid without 
difficulty last year. A far-greater sam can be paid 


without difficulty this year, and next year, and` 


every year to come. The specie in the country 
was estimated at eighty millions last year} it now 
exceeds ninety millions; and it will exceed one 
hundred millions before Christmas. Never did 
gold and silver flow so fast as at the present mo- 
ment into the country. “The gold bill, and the hard 
money policy of General Jackson, are now trium- 
phant over the sneers and machivations of banks 
and politicians, and are saturating the Jand with 
the precious metals. Every farmer can now have 
all his productions paid for in hard money, and it 
is his own fault, and it may be his own ‘sorrow, if 
he does not. To attack the Treasury order, is to 
attack the shield and egis.of the lariners! 'Fo re- 
voke that order is to remove their protection, and 
to lay them open to the competition of speculators. 
To receive the notes of the banks for lands, is to 
give thateredit to the banks which is denied to the 
citizens; for what is a bank note but a promissory 
note to pay money? Far better would it be to 
credit the farmers, if any credit is to be given. Far 
better would it be to take their promissory notes! 
for the farmers would never combine, as thé banks 


have done, to dishonor their notes, and to leave | 


the Government without revenue. 

Mr. B. concluded with presenting phe bill as a 
measure emphatically for the benefit of the agri- 
cultural interest-——that great interest, which he de- 
clared to be the foundation of alt national prospe- 
rity, and the backbone, and substratam of every 
other interesti—which was, in the body politie, 
front rank for service, and rear rank for reward— 
which bore nearly all the burthens of Government 
while carrying the Government on its back—which 
was the fountain of good production, while it was 
the pack-horse of burthens, and the broad shoul- 
ders which received nearly all losses—especially 
from broken banks. This bill was for them; and, 
in voting for it, he had but one regret, and that 
was, that it did not go far enough—that it was not 
equal ic their merits. 


MR. CLAY’S RESOLUTION. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Wepnespay, May 2, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by him, was taken 
up, and read the second time: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tudives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That no discrimination shall be made as 
to the currency or mediun of payment in the se- 
veral branches of the public revenue, or in debts or 
dues to the Government; and that, until otherwise 
ordered by Congress, the notes of sound banks 

` which are payable and paid on demand in the legal 
currency of the United States, under suitable re- 
Strictious, to be forthwith prescribed and promul- 
gated by.the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be re- 
ceived in payment of the revenue and cf debts and 
dues to the Government, and shai! be subsequently 
disbursed, in course cf public expenditure, to all 
publie creditors who are willing to receive them. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said sf the Senator from 


New York would assign any sufficient reason for 
the reference, he would-not object to it, The reso- 
lution, he said, or some measure like it, was not 
only called for by the sitnatioa of the country, but 
its adoption Would be attended by the most procit- 
cal benefits. It contained two principles: first, to 
do away with all discrimination in the payment of 
the revenue, whether derived-from the Japds or the 
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customs, and as, on that subject, the Senate had 
already expressed its opinion by an almost unani- 
mous vote, he could not'see the necessity of a refe- 
rence of it. “The second provision was that, until 
otherwise ordered by Congress, the notes of sound 
and specie-paying banks:shall be received and paid 
out in the receipts and expenditures of the Govern- 
ment., Now it appeared to khim that that principle 
was so simple that every Senator could comprehend 
it, and therefore, there was no necessity for refer- 
ring it. He was only anxious for a speedy action 
on the subject, . i 

Mr. WRIGHT had no objection to state the 
views which governed-him in making this motion, 
and he hopeå they would induce the Senate to 
think that the matter was not so clear as the Se- 
nator from Kentucky supposed. ` He was well 
aware that the first branch of the resolution. was 
in terms, such as the Senate by astrong vote in- 
corporated in the billin relation to the finances 
sent to the other House; and ~iseemed to him that 
would supersede the necessity of a repetition of it, 
insending itagaingp the House. That, however, was 
not the question. ‘The last clause of the resolution 
was on @ subject that had constituted part of the 
legislation of the country, from the commence- 
ment of the Government; and it did seem to him 
that an examination was proper, to see how far the 
resolution would conflict with the existing laws. 
The resolution proposed to go much farther than 
any act of Congress had ever gone. But we well 
know that we have recently passed laws on the 
subject, (the deposite bill of 1836,) in reference to 
notes that may be received. He recollected in 
1834, when the political friends of the gentleman 
had predominance in the Senate, provisions were 
passed in reference to bills to be received by it; and 
now the provision is that the bills shall not only be 
received, but paid by it. How far it was designed 
by the resolution to repeal’all former legislation, 
without saying so, in terms, he did not know, but 
it was quite certain that an inquiry to see how far 
the resolution would conflict with the existing laws, 
was highly necessary. No act of Congress has 
ever made it imperative on the ‘Treasury to receive 
and pay out bank bills as contemplated by the reso- 
lution. In proposing the reference, Mr. W. did 
not wish to delay the action of the Senate on the 
resolution. He was onlyefor satisfying himself 
and others on the points he had adverted to. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he hed attended 
very respecifully to all that had been said by the 
Senator from New York, and he owned that he 
had heard nothing to satisfy him of the propriety of 
a reference. Mr. C. then went into an argument 
to show the expediency of passing the resolution. 
Now he said was the accepted time to act, and to 
signify to the whole country that there was no in- 
tention to persevere in a course of discrimination 
with regard to the money to be received in pay- 
ment of the revenue, 

Mr. WRIGHT did not design to protract the dis- 
cussion, He would say one or two words in an- 
swer to the Senator from Kentucky. ‘The first de- 
sign in passing the resolution, was to sustain the 
bauks in resuming specie payments. The banks 
of New York had resumed, and he discovered by 
public papers, that several of the banks of Boston 
had also resumed; and he discovered from the 
same source of information, that the collector of 
the customs and the post office were receiving their 
notes. ‘Fhe resolution would, therefore, do no 
good, for the notes of the banks that have resumed 
are received and disbursed, precisely as they . were 
before the suspension of specie payments. 

Mr. CLAY:am Ito understand that the notes 
of these are received and disbursed by the public 
agents. 

Mr. WRIGHT said so he understood by the pa- 
pers; and, so far as ke was concerned, he would 
agree to receive and pay out the notes of all sound 
and specie-paying banks. But it would be in vain 


for the Government to issue a notice in advance,” 


that the Government woald receive the notes, till 
ihe banks put themselves in a position to render 
tem receivable under the existinglaws. He could 
hot agree that the Senate should legislate with 
refercnee tu bank notes, and put them on the same 
footing with our own paper. One objection te the 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, saidit appeared:to him 
that the reference was urged, not for the purpose of 
an examination into the merits of the resolution, 


but for the purpose of opposing it altogether. . The 
Senator tells us, said Mr. C. of the resumption’ of 
the banks of New York, and says that, theréfore, 
the resolution with regard to them is unnecessary, 
Now, the resumption of the New York banks was. 
notin consequence of their ability to resume, but of. 
the law of that State, which made it imperative on 
them to do so by the 9th or 10th. There ‘was a 
wide difference between actual resumption and the 
nominal resumption of the New. York banks; not’ 
venturing to put out their notes. Butit seemed the 
collector and pcestmaster was doing: what. the reso» 
lution proposed they should: do—that they were do-' 
ing, without law, what he proposed they should. do 
in consequence of law. As to'sending the notesiof: . 
New York to the extreme South or West, to-pay 
them out.for the expenditures of . the Government; 
it would be a bungling operation. He supposed: the 
Government might authorize somé one.to draw for 
them on New York, and the drafts would sell for.a 
heavy premium. Mr. C. spoke of the great bene~ 
fits that would result to New York from the mea- 
sure, and concluded by expressing the opinion that 
nothing but the establishment of a National Bank 


‘ would effectually remedy the evils of a disordered: 


currency, and that without it, the country would 
be perpetually exposed to the difficulties: and: erm- 
barrasments under which it was now suffering... 

Mr. CALHOUN said. he was gratified ‘that’ the 
Senator from Kentucky had introduced’ this teso». 
lution, `The banks were’ about ‘to ‘resume: specie: 
payment, or rather had actually resumed, and’ this’ 
in the most easy manner, and in the shortest pe- 
riod, that resumption had ever been éffected, not- 
withstanding all the predictions to the contrary, so 
confidently made on the opposite side, that resump- 
tion was impossible without the aid of Government. 

The movement was an important one, and de- 
manded our immediate attention, in order to deter- 
mine what relation we ought to assume in reference 
to the banks, inthe new condition in which’ they 
now are, or shortly may be. The resolution of- 
fered a favorable opportunity for the consideration 
of the subject, which he thought ought to be em- 
braced. 


He had turned his attention partially to the sub 
ject, and intended to do so much more fally, before 
the resolution was taken. up for discussion; but 
-with the slight consideration which he had given it, 
he felt a strong conviction that a reunion with. the 
qanks, as proposed by the resolution, would, at: no 
distant day, be followed by anther shock, such aso 
that in May last, but still more terrific. He would 
not enter on the discussion now, but hoped an. op- 
porlunity would be afforded him, in the progress of 
the resolution, to assign his reasons for this’ belief, 
and when, he trusted, he would be able. to satisfy 
the Senate that it was well founded.:. ” 


In the mean time, acting under its influence, he, 
for one, would do no act to countenance, inany way, 
a reunion with the banks, Indeed, he could ‘not 
see how even those who are in favor of a reunion, 
could justify a vote in its favor, unless some mes- 
sure should first be adopted to. guard against a re+ 
currence of a calamity which he regarded as.a00b- 
viously inevitable, without.some-effectual. remedy 
to prevent it. As tohimself, he believed that.a 
National Bank was totally out.of the questiongand, 
if it were not, it would prove, if: adopted under ex- 
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isting circumstances, one eof the greate t sala 
ihat could befal the country. 
Thus thinking, it appéared to him, t 
lution should undergo af 
gation, and, for that p 
the. Committee g Fi 


p the resolution for 
ws. of ‘the, Senate had 


h 
ressed, if. 
sable, it might ‘be refe rred. 


“Aer s me re 


favor “of the eleven. f 
last night’s paper. 
Mr. CLAY did’ not rise with a view to reply to 


‘His remarks were given in 


up, but merely. to make a single remark in answer 
to the ‘Senator from South’ "Carolina, Mi: Car- 
noun.} - That Senator had said ‘that the banks were 
about to resume without any assistance from Go- 
verament or any agency on its paft. “He wished 
it were So; “but, what were the facts in the case? 
‘With the éxception of a few banks in New York, 
and probably” one or two in New Jersey, nope 
others had admitted their’ read `i 
Some of these institutions had 
January as the earliest period, while others again 
thought a much longer period would be required. 
We all knew that those of Tennessee, Arkansas, 
and “Mississippi . would. not” be ready under two 
years. “What he, Mr. C. meant to Say was, there 
would, be no general resumption. He had never 
said that a United States Bank was indispensable 
to a resumption of specie payments. What he had 
said, and what he would say now, was, that under 
the” ‘present deposite system; without the agency 
of a United States Bank, if. they did resumé they 
could net continue for any length of time. Mr. C. 
í that” ssion ‘of the 
was: foreign 


aad child; eae know ft? and he 
suitable occasion hereafter to present his views ‘in 
relation to a United States Bank, such as he thought 
would be required by the exigency of the times. 
‘What his resolution proposed was to give the sanc- 
tion of law. to this measure, and not leave it to the 
whim and caprice of the Postmaster General and 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He thought there 
was no necessity ‘for a reference; there was no ob- 
jection to the prira eology of ‘the resolution; it was 
the. principles contained in it which caused “the op- 
„positión; : and to referit- to a committee, a majo- 
“rity of whom were known to be decidedly hostile, 
would be ‘contrary to all parliamentary usage, and 
he hoped it Would not be referred. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that iù making the declara- 
tipn he did, ‘that specie payments had been resumed, 
‘he did not suppose that any Senator would under- 


‘stand himas affirming that'all the banks had com- > 


menced paying specie. He only meantto say thata 
“commencement had: ‘beet made; and that in Spite of 
the declaration, so. confidently made, that ‘it could 
not be without ‘the aid of the Government. He 
“ventured little in saying, that what had been com- 
menced, would, under the operation of the causes 
that had produced it, go on till there would ‘be a 
~ general resumption; and that an event so desired 
would be accomplished in the shortest time, and 
with the least presstire, under the action of natural 
causes, without the aid of quackery. -Under 


this impression, ‘he had from the first opposed all | 


jntermeddling on eur part. ` “He had always, as he 


expressed himself at the extra’ session, dreaded the . 


dector more than the’ disease. 


‘He could notagree with the mover of this reso- 
_ lution, that this was an improper time to discuss ° 


the merits of a ‘National Bank. He ‘(the mover) 


as well as the Sena! or from Massachusetts farthest ° 


from the, Chai eed that unless ‘some effectial 
remedy should be adopted, another bank explosion 
would in ‘afew } years take ‘place. é ‘thing is 
inevitable, and how can they or any. one “who 


thinks with them, justify their vote in favor of this: 
resolation, which proposes to unite the Govern- 


said by the Senator last ` 


‘manner as it did then. 


~ tual measure. 


ould: take: ‘some j 


ing to their own conception; that the-time fora re- 
union with the banks has’ not yet; arrived: 

As to himself, he-agreed that there. were but two 
measures which could possibly prevent-a:repetition 
of the explosion, which it is now conterided.-on all 
sides must follow, without ‘the application of some 
effectual remedy: a: -complete-and an entire divorce 
from the whole system, of the establishment of a 


National Bank; and, of the two, he considered the | 


former ‘as’ by far the most safe and. effectual: This 
resolution proposes an entite abandonment of the 
divorce, without substituting the Bank, or any other 
preventive measure in its place, which appeared to 
him by far the least defensible conrse that could be 


| adopted. The plainest. dietates of -prudence de- 


manded that we should adhere to the remedy we 

have, till ancther could be substituted. At all 
events, this was the suitable moment to determine 
on- our future course; and the opportunity which 
this resolution afforded for discussion and delibera- 
tion, ought not to be permitted to pass in silence. 


Specie is Mowing in with a strong current from all 
quarters, just as Sit ‘did previous.to the late suspen- 


sion; and. unless some measure be adopted to pre- 
vent it, it will become the means. of enlarging 


banking operations, instead of entering into the 


general circulation of the country, in the.same 
‘The result will inevitably 
be another expansion, and another explosion more 
calamitous than the late, unless, as he had said, 

some effectual measare be adopted to. prevent it. 

He, and those who thought with him, believed that 
the most safe and effectual was a complete and en- 
tire divorce from the banking system; while those 
who differed from us, for the most part, believed 
that a National Bank was the only safe and effec- 
Now was the time for a thorough 
examination and comparison of the two measures. 
Indeed, he.could not see how even the friends of a 


reunion could vote for this measure, without pre- 
viously adopting some ‘remedy against .the danger 
which eyen tbey Admitted.: The country could not 


stand another explosion. It would.’not only over- 
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HN ment with the ‘banks, without: applying the: ‘only Te- Hy mittee on ‘Finance was now-in his: ‘place, hew 
$ med vs ‘which, according to their conception, can 
prevent so’ great a éalamity? “Ifthe application is. 
impossible'now, it would only prove, even accord- 


throw the banking system, but would shake our in- - 


stitations to their centre.’ 


The Senater from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] 


said, as he understood him, that the late explosion 
was "caused by the Independent Treasury scheme 
Such he conceived not to be the fact. Instead of 
being the cause, it was but the consequence. The 
existing laws provided, that on the banks ceasing 
to pay specie, they should cease to be the fiscal 
agents of the Government, and have their notes re- 
ceived in the public dues. The Independent Trea- 
sury was-the result ofthis provision, and has, in 
fact, been ‘in existence ever since the explosion. 
Under its operation, the banks are gradually re- 
suming specie payments, and the currency return- 
ing comparatively to a sonnd condition. But for 
that, it would have become daily more and more 
bloated, till the disease would have been utterly in- 
curable. Every State would have had a direct in- 
terest in enlarging its circulation; fer the more 
expanded the circulation, the. greater-would have 
been the depreciation, and the greater: the depre- 
ciation. at any point, the more certainly would the 
commerce of the country have been attracted to 
it, just as was.the case after the late war. The 
reason is obvious... The greater the depreciation, 
the less in reality. would be the amount of duty 
paid. It was thus that the divorce had not only 
cheeked the increase of the evil, but had, in a great 
measure, counteracted it; andit was a safe conclu- 


sion. that a remedy which had proved so efficacious | 
in remedying the disease, should prove not less so, | 


if: persisted in, to prevent its recurrence. 

The mover of the resolution thinks very dife- 
rently. He believes a National Bank to be the 
only effectual remedy, and promises to suggest a 
project for one during the present session. He 
was-giad:to hearhim-say.so.. Now was the ti ime, 
and he hoped that he would be prepared to suggest 
his plan. when his resolution should be taken up 
for discussion: 

Mr. ©. said, that as the chairman of the Com- 


| 


, rangement the committee may bäve made: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


renew the expression of his hope that he: would not 
insist on a reference.’ He thought-the better course 
would be forthe discussion to: precede thie. reference}. 
but he would; notwithstanding, vote | jiii 

sisted on, äs he did Rot wish toembarrass any Ate 


Mr.-DAVIS opposed. the ‘reference, ag he sawna 
necessity: for sending’ it toa “committee, and: parus, 


_cularly to one known to be opposed to- all the prin-. 


ciples contained inthe resolution. © Mer D: said he 
had expressed an apprehension that theré would be 
another-explosion, and ‘he. thought it just-as likely. 
to occur. under the Sub-Freasury ‘scheme as 
any other. -A United States Bank would act as 
a regulator, a kind of a balance wheel, to the other 
institutions, and preserve soundness and> order in 
the currency. Sofar as we had any experience, 
the nation had cause to -be proud of such an insti- 
tution—and almost all the ilis we had. suffered, 
were caused by the improper war made on that 
bank. -The deposite system had- resulted, as we all 
knew, disastrously, and the Sab-Treasury. which 
was supposed to be a healing measure, was proved 
to be any thing else. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the banks in. New 
York were to resume he was aware, but there 
was.an immense difference between a` nominal 
issue and a safe issue... Under the present state of 
things the banks could not lend; ‘they didnot 
know how long it might be the pleasure of. those 
officers—the Postmaster General and. the ‘Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury—to sustain them. ‘They. might 
come down upon the banks. at their pleasure, de“ 
mand the dues of Government in specie, and - 
cripple those institutions in their business, What 
was wanted was some security in the shape of law, 
designating the medium in which the dues should 
be paid; and would it not be better to give them 
this security than leave them to the tender mer- 

cies of the Treasury and Post Office. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he certainly did not think 
that the Senator from Kentucky ‘ was so silly” as 
to introduce a bill to charter a Bank of the United 
States, after the sense of the Senate had. been so 
unequivocally expressed against any such institu- 
tion. He even considered him nota little indis- 
creet in: promising to present the outlines ofa bank, 


{| considering the object which Ae hasia view. It 


was manifesily his intention. to:turn the public at- 
tention as'strongly as possible towards a bank, as 
the only measure of relief. ‘What he [Mr. Car- 
Houn} wanted, on the other hand, was some defi- 
nite plan of such an institution te be proposed by 
its friends, in order to have something tangible, be- 
tween which and the Sub-Treasury a compari- 
son might be drawn. He felt very confident, 
whenever it was presented, that it would not be 
difficult to demonstrate the superiority of the latter 
to the former. He might be mistaken, but he could 
not but feel, after much reflection, that the esta- 
blishment of a National Bank, under existing. cir- 
cumstances, for the purpose of regulating the eur- 
rency, would prove a curse.to the country. Hf made 
sufficiently powerful to effect that object, it would 
be toa strong for our liberty; but, if not strong 
enough, it would be too weak to effect the object 
proposed, and, of course, would not. prevent the 
explosion in the currency which, it is conceded on 
all sides, must again take place, if the Sub-T'rea- 
sury be surrendered, and no effectual remedy be 
apvlied to prevent it 

Under this impression, -be thought it highly desi- 
rable that the Senator should present his project 
now. He saw no reason for the delay; but, on the 
contrary, he regarded the present occasion, when 
we were called upon by the mover of the resolu- 
tion to abandon the measure which has thus far 
proved effectual, and again to reunite the.Govern- 
ment to the banks, as the most suitable of any to 
bring forward his pian. 

Mr. PRESTON opposed the reference in aepeech 
of some length. He animadverted-on the course 
pursued by some of the Administrauon members, 
who contended that all connection between the 


! Government and banks was-dissolved by the sus- 


pension of specie paymenis, and voling against. all 
banks as fraudulent and corrupt institutions, am- 
worthy of publie confidence, and now came forward 
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and lauded these same institutions as great. and 
glorious, and doing every thing for the good of the 
country. Mr. P. admitted that another explosion 
was not at all improbable, if they went on in the 
same wild way in relation to the Deposite System. 


The great object of Government should be to limit. 


ihese moneyed corporations, and to regulate them 
by means of a United States Bank. He thought it 
infinitely better to regulate the system by law than 
to leave it to Executive usurpation. < 

Mr. NILES then spoke against the resolution. 
His remarks were given in last night’s paper. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not rise to prolong this 
debate, but merely to state the reason, Without en- 
tering into any argument, which would induce him 
to vote for the reference of this resolution to the 
Committee on Finance. He was anxious to place 
his vote upon this question in such a light that it 
could not be misunderstood. If he had been suc- 
cessful in obtaining the floor at an earlier stage of 
the debate, he thought he could have demonstrated, 
that in every statesmanlike and in- every practical 
view of the subject, the resolution of 1816,-in re- 
gard to the receipt of the notes of: specie paying 
banks, was better than the-resolution proposed by 
the Senator from Kentucky. If his resolution had 
merely proposed to revive the resolution of 1816 
in regard to the public lands, and to place them 
upon the same footing with the customs, it should 
have received his [Mr. B's] support. The pur- 
poses for which the Specie Circular was called into 
existence, had long been accomplished. No rea- 
son any longer existed to continue the discrimina- 
tion between the currency receivable in payment 
of the public lands and in payment of duties. 
There was now a powerful reason why this dis- 
crimination should cease. How could it be ex- 
pected that the Western banks would resume spe- 
cie payments, under the operation of that circular? 
If all the public lands must be paid for in gold and 
silver, (and extensive sales had recently been ad- 
vertised,) whilst- the customs were paid in bank 

aper, would not this produce a run upon the 
estern banks, and drain them of all their specie, 
in case they resumed? He would place the West- 
ern and Eastern banks precisely on the same foot- 
ing; he would interpose no obstacle in the way of 
resumption; and then he would call upon them 
all to redeem their notes in specie. Tad the reso- 
lution of the Senator, therefore, been confined to a 
repeal of the discrimination which now existed, he 
must have voted for it, or abandoned his fixed opi- 
nions, which had already repeatedly received the 
sanction of the Senate. f 

As the proposed resolution was not confined to 
this object, he hoped that it might be referred; and 
when the report of the committee should be made, 
he would then undertake to prove that the resolu- 
tion of 1816, the construction of which had. be- 
come settled by a practice of more than twenty 
years, was better for the Government, better for 
the banks, and better for the people, than the 
change now proposed to be adopted. 

Mr. B. said the ordinary and proper course was 
to refer all such. resolutions, after they had been 
twice read, to the appropriate committee, which, 
in this case, was the Committee on Finance. He 
felt a high respect for the intelligence and financial 
knowledge of this committee, and he would not 
give any vote which might be considered disre- 
spectful 10 them in the slightest degree. Besides, he 
was anxious to have a report from them on the 
second branch of the proposed resolution. He 
thought such a report might be made as would sa- 
tisfy even the Senator from Kentucky himself, 
that the resolution of 1816 was preferable to his 
own. 

Mr. B. as an individual member of the Senate, 
would not undertake to propose such an amend- 
ment to the Senator’s resolution as would make it 
satisfactory to himself, when we had been assured 
that we might speedily expéct a report from the 
committee. He could see no want of fairness in 
making this reference. On the contrary, he should 
consider it a-want of courtesy towards the commit- 
tee to vote against the motion which had been made 
by their chairman. In no event could it prevent 
the Senator from Kentucky from bringing his pro- 
position fairly before the Senate. 


Mr. Clay's Resolution—Mr. Benton. 


After some remarks from Messrs. TIPTON, 
KING, and CLAY of ‘Kentucky, the question was 
taken on the reference, and it was carried—yeas 
28, nays 19, as follows: yet Lig 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, 
Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. A 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Pres= 
ton, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton; Web- 
ster, and White—19, 
The Senate then adjourned. 
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REMARKS OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Missouri. j 


In Senate, May 2, 1838—On the resolution of Mr. 


Cray of Kentucky for the receipt and disburse- 

ment of bank notes in the revenues and expen- 

ditures of the Government—the question being 
on its reference to the Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON rose to make some remarks on 
the distress which had just been resuscitated for the 
occasion, and made to play its part again in dis- 
cussions on this floor, He knew of no distress, 
except al New York, where they had more gold 
and silver than they knew what to do with, and 
from which nobody would relieve them by coming 
aud taking a part; and except among the advocates 
of a National Bank, whose distress is agonizing at 
seeing specie payments resumed without the cre- 
ation of a National Bank. These were the only 
cases of distress now visible; and they were real 
and afflicting cases, especially the latter. The ad- 
vocates fora National Bank saw all their predic- 
tions defeated by the event; their thousand millions 
of asseverations that there never could be a re- 
sumption untila National Bank was rechartered, 
were all blown sky high! Resumption had begun, 
and they could not deteat it, and their distress was 
not only great, but without sympathy; for it was 
sorrow in the midst of universal joy. 

This resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cray,] is to aid the banks to resume—to aid, 
encourage, and enable them to resume. This is 
its object, as declared by its mover; and it is offer- 
ed here after the leading banks have resumed, and 
when no power can even prevent the remaining 
solvent banks from resuming. Doubtless, immor- 
tal glory will be acquired by this resolution! [t 
can be heralded to all corners of the country, and 
celebrated in all manner of speeches and editorials, 
as the miraculous cause of an event which had al- 
ready occurred! Yes, sir, already occurred! for the. 
solvent banks have resumed, are resuming, and 
will resume. Every solvent bank in the United 
States will have resamed in a few months, and no 
efforts of the insolvents and their political eonfede- 
rates can preventit. InNew York the resumption 
is gencral; in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine, 
and New Jersey, it is partial; and every where the 
solvent banks are preparing to redeem the pledge 
which they gave when they stopped—that of re~ 
suming whenever New York did. The insolvent 
and political banks will not resume at all, or, ex- 
cept fora few weeks, to fail again, make a panic 
and a new run upon the resuming banks, stop them if 
possible, then charge it upon the Administration, 
and recommence thcir lugubrious cry for a Nation- 
al Bank. 

The resumption will take place. The masses of 
gold and silver pouring into the country under the 
beneficent effects of General Jackson’s hard money 
policy, will enable every solvent bank to resume; a 
moral sense, and a fear of consequences, will com- 
pel them todo it, The importations of specie are 
now enormous, and equalling every demand, if it 
was not suppressed. There can be no doubt but 
that the quantity of specie. in the country is equal 
to the amount of bank notes in circulation—that 
they are dollar for dollar—that the country. is bêt- 
ter off for money al this day than it ever- was. be- 
fore, though shamefully deprived of the use of gold 
and silver by the political and insolvent part‘of the 
banks and their confederate politicians. On this 


the bank circulation; and i 
ceed the.quantity of gold’ ‘and silver r 
‘country, or known to be coming: into it. hw 
dred millions of specie may be assumed to be the 
amount in the country before the rise of the present 
Congress; and‘out of that amount: every sdivent 
bank in the Union can supply its wants. | Note ad- 
mitted they had any wants when they stopped ex- 
cept the New York banks; ‘all the rest stopped'with- 
out standing a run or admitting a want.” They 
stopped upon example, and not: upon necessit and 
pledged themselves to resume when New York did. 
New York has resumed, and they are bound to re- 
deem their pledge, or admit its falsity. More than 


‘that, New York offers supplies of specie to.allother 


banks. She has no need for the quantity she has 
received; she cannot use it; she is offering it to ‘all 
other banks, especially to the non-resuming 
Bank of the United States. She is calling 
upon all solvent banks to come and. get- sup- 
plied; and if she cannot get it taken off her 
hands in the United States, she will be’ forced 
to reship it to Europe; for the quantity is’ too 
great to be used in her own business, ‘There. is 
specie enough then in the conntry. to enable every 
bank to resume, andthe moral sense of some, and 
the fear of consequences in others, will induce a 
resumption by'all except the insolvent and the po- 
litical ones. Many are the banks which haye re- 
sumed and will resume froma sense of what is 
right—from a feeling of honesty—from a determi- 
nation to pay what they owe; many others will re- 
sume from the fear of consequences, and: because 
they know that protracted suspension, must-end. ‘in 
the total destruction of the whole banking’ system. 
The solvent banks wiil resume, and Congress can- 
not prevent them if it tried. They have received 
the aid which they need in the $100,000,000 of gold 
and silver which now relieves the country, and dis- 
tresses the politicians who predicted no relief, wntil- 
a National Bank was created. Of the nine hun- 
dred banks in the country, there are many which 
never can resume, and which should not ‘attempt 
it, except to. wind up their affairs... Many-of these 
are rotten to the core, and will fall to pieces thein- 
stant they are, put. to the specie- test, Some ‘of 
them even fail now for rags; several. have so failed 
in Massachusetts and Ohio, to say nothing of those 
called wild cats—the progeny of a general bank- 
ing law in Michigan. We want a resumption to 
‘discriminate between banks, and to save the com- 
munity from impositions. The ‘renowned Sancho 
Panza has told us that all cats are of one color in 
the dark; so of the banks: they are all alike during 
the suspension. — Resumption will discriminate 
them, and that resumption is at hand. It 
has began where the suspension began—in 
New York. It has began where the main 
cause for the stoppage existed—in that city 
where the public moneys were accumulated, 
and where they were suddenly called for in masses, 
at short intervals, to be distribúted among the 
States. The banks had lent that money under our 
sanction; to call for it suddenly, was toreduce them 
to the alternative of breaking their customers, or 
breaking themselves. I was one of halfa dozen 
who opposed that law: I then said in my place that 
it must be fatal to large deposite banks; that they 
would have to choose between ruin to themselves, 
or to their customers. These banks had cause for 
stopping; they are the only ones, according to all 
the declarations, which had a ‘cause for ite The 
rest stopped, or professed to stup, upon example; 
and pledged themselves to follow the example of 
resumption as promptly as they had followed that 
of suspension. Some redeem. this pledge; others 
violate it, and at the head ofthese violators, is the 
Bank of the United States. But New York has 
‘not merely sat the example of. resumption; it ‘also 
offers the means of resumption to all others. ‘The 
insolvent and political banks alone refuge ‘the 
means; and, covering their conduct with false pre- 
texts, exert themselves to perpetuate. the reign.of 
shin-plasters and irredeemable paper money- 
Distress! to relieve the distress! this is declared 
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-tö be the object of the resolution! and the mover - 


seems to be in furious haste to gét it through quick, 
Jest the disuress will be all pone, “and the: glory of 
relieving it will be lost. “This resolution is now to 
do what nothing but. the. creation of a National 
Bank could do—it is to relieve the distress! Sir, 
the distress is gone; it has: gone off like the panic 


‘distress of 1833 went off; it has fled before an` 


avalanche of gold and silver. An-arrival of twenty 
‘millions of specie frightened off distress in 1834; an 


arrival of twenty-five or thirty milions has-chased . 


it of again. The only real distress is that of the 


‘New York banks, which have more specie than ` 


‘they can use; and that of politicians, who see that 
General Jackson’s policy is .victorious—that the 
gold bill and the hard money policy are filling the 
country with specie, and drawing the line between 
the solvent banks on one. hand, and the insolvent 


and. political ones on the-other. bgt 
. We have gone through.a similar scene to that of 
the panic session of 1833-34, Then there was a 
ditty: incontinently sung upon this floor, and taken 
‘Up and Sung again all over the country. It-ran in 
these words: “ That the removal of the deposites made 
` the distress; and nothing could relieve the distress but 
the restoration of the deposites, or the recharter of the 
dank.” This was the musical ‘ditty with which the 
ears of a continent were entertained for six months; 
yet the deposites were not restored, the bank was 
not. rechartéred,. and the distress did cease: ` Even 
while this pretty little ditty was still in ‘the course 
of rehearsal here, the Bank, as if in contempt of all 
ils votaries, wheeled about, stopped its pressure, 
commenced relief, and ran outin six months an ex- 
pansion of twenty millions of loans and ten millions 
of circulation. Seeing that the arrival of the specie 
had put an end to the ‘distress, the Bank changed 
her tactics; and having failed to crush the lo- 
cal banks by compression, the next step was to 
burst ‘them. by distension... So of this resolution. 
Since’ May last, wè have had” the incessant 
hat the Dredsury. order made the suspen- 


a repeal of the order and the recharter of. the 


` Bank of the. United States.” ‘This song has had its: 


day. It has been sung to death; itisdead. ‘Ithas 
shared the fate of the sweet little ditty about the 


removal of the deposites. The Treasury order is - 


not repealed, the Bank of the United States is not 
rechartered, and the solvent banks have resumed, 
or will do it. The river Pactolus has poured its 
golden flood into the country. Every body sees 
and feels that the country is relieved ; and now this 
resolution, like a Harlequin leaping upon the stage, 
jumps up before us to claim the honor of accom- 
. plishing that which already exists. “The professed 

-object of this resolution is to aid the banks—to aid 
banks which are already full of specie, and offer- 
ing it to others! T'his:is the professed object. Its 
effect will be to do what was done in 1834—to run 
out another expansion—create another season of 
delusive prosperityfollowed by another catastro- 
phe, to be charged again upon the Administration. 
It is found that the country cannot be depressed for 
more than one year ata time—that the export of a 
single crop reliéves it. The mode of operating 
must then be changed. Another expansion, fol- 
jowed by another catastrophe, to be accomplished 
jo the summer of 1840, may turn the scale of the 
Presidential election “at that time; and two years 
are enough to organize an expansion and explosion. 
‘The last expansion and explosion was commenced 
and completed’ in two years. It began in June, 
1835, and finished in May, 1837. Another one 
can be accomplished in the’ same time. Begin it 
now, and it can be consummated in the summer of, 
1840, in the exact time for the Presidential election 
of that year. Pass this resolution, or. any thing 
like it, and a grand expansion will immediately 
ensue, to be. followed by a grand explosidn—to be 
laid, of course, upon the Administration. What 
is this resolution? It is to make all the notes of all 
-tbe banks in the United States a legal tender to the 
United States in paymest of lands: and customs, 
and all debts and dues, and a forced: tender from 
the Federal Gevernment to all its creditors: It is 
a PAPER MONEY and SHIN-PLASTER RE- 


SOLUTION! the adoption of which would surren- : 


der the public lands to nine hundred banks for a 


sion, and nothing could produce’ a resumption but: 
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Mr. Clays Resolution—Mr. Benton. 


ry with notes which could never be redeemed— 
would dispense with the use of gold and silver at 
home—would occasion thé exportation of the oné 
hundred millions Which the Jacksonian. policy has 
collecied in the country—would reduce the country. 
to broken bank notes and shin-plasters in two: 


. years, and raise another cry for the establishment 
Ji of a National Bank. These. would be the conse- 


quences of the adoption of the résolution; and I 
announce them in advance, that I, for-one, may 
warn the country of ihe impending mischief, and 
exhibit this proposition at once in its hideous and 
revolting colors, rw, 

We wanted spécie, and we have got it Five 
years ago—at the veto session of 1832—there 
were but twenty millions in the country. - So said 
the Senator from Massachusetts who has just re- 
sumed his seat, [Mr. Wetsrer.] We have now, 
or will have ina few weeks, one hundred millions, 
This is the salvation of the country... It compels 
resumption, and has. defeated all the attempts to 
scourge the country into a submission to a National 
Bank. While that one hundred millions remains, 
the country can place af defiance the machinations 
‘of the Bank of the United States, and its confede- 
rate politicians, to perpetuate the suspension, and 
to. continie the reign of rags and shin-plasters. 
Their first object is to get rid of these hundred mil- 
jions, and all schemes yet tried have failed to coun- 


 teract the Jacksonian policy. : Ridicule was. tried 


first; deportation of specie was tried next; a forced 
suspension has been continued for a year; the State 
Governments and the people were vanquished; still 
the specie came in, because the Federal Govern- 
ment created a demand for it. This fatal demand 
has frustrated all the schemes to drive off specie, 
and to deliver up the country to the dominion of 
the paper money party. This demand has been 
the stumbling block of that party; and this resolu- 
tiun now comes to remove that stumbling block. It 
is the most revolting proposition ever made in this 
-Congress!_ It is a flagrant violation of the Consti- 


_ tution, by making papèr money a tender both to 


-and from the Government. ‘It is fraught with ruin 
and destruction ` to:the public property, ‘the public 
Treasury, and the public creditors. ‘The notes of 
nine hundred banks are to be received into the 
Treasury, and disbursed from ‘the. Treasury. 
They are to be paid out as well as~- paid 
in. The ridiculous. proviso of willingness to 
receive them on the: part of the- publie cre- 


-ditor is an insult to him; for there is no choice; , 


it is that or nothing. The disbursing officer does 
not offer hard money with one hand, and paper 
with the other, and tell the creditor to take his 
choice. No! he offers paper or nothing! To talk 
of willingness, when there is no choice, is insult, 
mockery and outrage. Great is the loss of popu- 
larity which this Administration has sustained from 
paying out depreciated paper; great the deception 


-which has been practised upon the Government in 


representing this paper as being willingly received. 
Necessity and not good will, ruled the.creditor; 


indignation, resentment, and execrations.on the~ 


Administration, were the. thanks with whjch he 
received it. This has disgraced and injured the 
Administration more than all other causes put 
together; it has lost it tens of thousands of true 
friends. It is now getting into a condition to pay 
hard money; and this resolution comes to prevent 
such payment, and to continue and to perpetuate 
the-ruinous paper money payments. Defeat the 
resolution, and the Government will quickly pay 
all demands upon it in gold and silver, and will 
recover its popularity; pass it, and paper money 
will continue to be paid out, and the Administra- 
tion will continue to lose ground. 

-{t is the duty of the Federal Government to 
diffuse the specie which its. policy has brought into 
the country. This specie arrives at the sea ports, 
and a part of it has thence to be transferred to the 
interior of the country, and to the remote frontiers. 
Government pay ments will effectthis diffusion. Hard 
money payments for lands will occasion gold 
and silver to-be carried to the new States; specie 
payments to the army, militia, volunteers, laborers 
upon public works, and Indians, will diffuse -it 
among the people. If not diffused, the specie now 


fond to redeem their notes—would #ill the Treasu-. {I 


_ pansion, followed- by another explosion: , 


‘tempted by a direct movement. 


in. he. country” “will: be. exported, on will, gato 
the creation of new banks, to flood the. country 
again: with paper money,.and to.make-another 


ť xs 
The pos 
licy of General. Jackson. -was to- use: thez specie 
when it was brought;.the- effect of this resolu 
is to prevent it from. being used, and: to-drive 
away. His. policy was to suppress all bank notes 
under twenty dollars, and to:make gold-and-silter 
the -medium‘of payment for all-sums: under that 
amount. oe ’ errs aes 
This resolution is to. compel the repetition. of the 
error which has already been só often fatal .to- the 
country... The original-error of ‘the Government, 
in relation to.the currency, was is dispensing with 
specie, and resorting to the use.of paper: General 
Hamilton effected this, first by violating the act-of 


, 1789, and next by establishing a national bank, 


with a charter right to’ pay its notes to the Govern- 
ment, and a de facto right to pay them out. . The 
Federal Government having dispensed : with. the 
specie standard, all the States followed .the exam- 
ple: They all dispensed witht, and substituted 
the paper of their banks, in the payment of. their 
revenues. They created banks, with chartered 
privileges to pay the State revenues in their paper} 
‘of course the States had nothing else to pay out; 
and when the banks stopped, the Government stöp- 
ped, or took: depreciaied. paper. «What theGo- 
vernment. did the people were obliged to-do... All 


. had -to dispense with the specie. standard, and. be- 


take themselves to paper. This total-dispensation of 
specie by the General Government, and the State 
Governments, left the country bare of hard money, 
and produced the catastrophes of 1814, and of 
1819. Now for the first time in forty yéars the 
Government is determined to avoid General Ham- 
ilton’s error. It is determined not to dispense with 
specie. It is determined to preserve the specie 
standard, and, by doing so, to create a demand for 
li, and a use for it, which will bring it in the gouil- 
try, keep it in the country, and diffuse it over the 
country. This resolution is to defeat that policy. 
It is- to conquer the last remaining advoeate for 
specie, and to inundate the whole Union with pa- 
per money. ‘The General Government conquered; 
and the triumph of the paper money party is thea 


complete. “Fo this conqnest all- efforts are now 


turned. . The whole struggle of ‘the. Federal party 
has been to force paper money upon the General 
Government. Froni this policy they have never 
deviated from the-timé of General Hamilton to the 
present day; but all their efforts put together fail 
short of the revolting effects of this desolating pro- 
position. : is 

The resolution proposes tó make the notes of $00 
banks the currency of the General Government, 
and the mover of the resolution tells you, at the 
same time, that all these banks will fail! that they 
cannot continue specie payments if they begin! 
that nothing but a National Bank can hold them 
“up to specie payments, and that we have no such 
bank. This is the language of the mover; it is the 
‘language, also, of all his party; moré than that it is 
the language of Mr. Biddle’s letter—ihat letter 
which is the true exposition of the principles and 
policy of the Opposition party. Here then is 
a proposition to compel the Administration, by law, 
to give up the public lands for the paper of banks 
which are to fail—to fill the Treasury. with the 
paper of such banks—and to pay out such paper 
to the public creditors. This is ‘the proposition, 
and it is nothing but another form of accomplish- 
ing what was attempted in this chamber a few 
weeks ago, namely, a direct receipt of irredeema- 
ble paper money! “hat proposition was too naked 
and glaring; it was too rank and startling; it was 
rebuked and repulsed. A circuitous operation is 
now to accomplish what was then too fashly at- 
Receive the notes 
of 900 banks for the lands and duties; these 900 
banks will all fail again; so says the “mover, 
because there is no king bank to regulate 
them. We have then jost-onr lands and reve- 
nues, and filled our Treasury with irredeemable 
paper. This is Just the point. aimed at by 
the original proposition to’ receive irredeemable 
paper in the first instance: it ends in the reception 
of such paper. If the resolution passes there will 
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be another explosion; for the receivability of these 


notes. for the pablic dues,. and especially for the 
public lands, will ran out another vast expansion 
of the paper system, to be followed, of course, by 
another general explosion. The only way to save 
the banks is to hold them down to specie payments. 
To do otherwise, and especially to do what this 
resolution proposes, is to make: the Administration 
the instrument of its own disgrace’ and degrada- 
tion—io make it join: in the ‘ruin of the finances 
and the currency—in the surrender of the national 
domain for broken ‘bank paper—and in producing 
a new cry for a National Bank as the only remedy 
for the evils it has produced. : : 

The motion before the Senate is to refer the Te- 
solution to the Committee on Finance. It oughtto 
be referred. It runs foul of too many laws and 
principles to be hurried ‘on without the usual ex- 
amination ofa conimittee. If not referred, I shall 
be ready for it here, come when it may. I ask no 
time to prepare to encounter such a proposition. 

It is a mass of deformity, iniquity, and mischief. 
‘It goes to plunder the public lands; to ruin the re- 
venue, to defraud ihe public creditors, to involve 
the country in share and disaster, to re-establish 
a National Bank, and to perpetuate a paper-money 
Government. It: goes to disgrace and destroy the 
Administration. It is a rebuke to all who voted for 
the Independent Treasury bill, and a modest request 
to them that they will stultify themselves by voting 
fora proposition standing in contradiction to every 
principle which they voted for in that bill: It goes 
to contradict every principle of General Jackson’s 
hard-money policy—that policy which has received 
the sanction of an immense majority of the Ameri- 
can people. 

If referred, gentlemen may rest assured it will be 
back time enough for them. It is such a proposi- 
tion as ought to be discussed, and will be discussed. 
It is a proposition to fix the attention of a contment. 
It goes to fundamental principles, and presents the - 
fairest occasion for the array of parties which has 
yet been seen in Congress. It is paper-money and 
bank Government to the baekbone; and, far from 
keeping such a resolution in a committee to avoid 
debate, Iam for. bringing on debate with all due 
speed. I rejoice that such a proposition is brought 
in, and shall make my thanks to all such custom- 
ers for all such favors. I mean to speak to it when 
it comes back, and merely give ita passing compli- 
ment as it now goes out, 


REMARKS OF MR. NILES, 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Mr. NILES said he felt reluctant to prolong the 
debate, yet would ask to be indulged in submitting 
a few remarks. The resolution he considered as a 
very extraordinary one, and the observations of 
the three gentlemen who had supported it were 
scarcely less remarkable. This resolution, con- 
sisting of ten or a dozen lines, has been treated by 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] who in- 
troduced it, as though i: was a trifling thing, which 
would be adopted almost as a matter of conrse. 
It required, in his view, no reference and no dis- 
cussion ; was a plain, simple proposition, which 
every one must be prepared to act upon. But brief 
as the resolution is, it contained principles of vital 
importance—principles which covered the whole 
ground occupied in thé debate in which the Senate 
had, been engaged for nearly four months during 
the late and present session. And he might say 
more than this: it embraced principles which lay 
atthe foundation of the legislation of Congress 
since the commencement of the Government. And 
it proposes to reverse and set aside the fundamen- 
tal principle, by which the legislation of Congress 
has been governed. It contains the novel and 
dangerous principle of legalizing a paper currency in 
the. transactions of the Government, This has 
never been done, except so. far as respects paper 
deriving its authority from Congress. The. notes 
of State banks have never been made a legal cur- 
rency. in the collection and. disbursement of the 
revenue. This resolution proposes to introduce 
that principle, and yet itis treated as of so little 
importance, as not to require ‘to. be disposed of in 
the usaal way, and referred to a committee. The 
resolution contains two. propositions : one, that the 


| same currency shall, be 
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Mr, Niles. 


_ Mr, Clay's Resolutio 


branehes of the revenue; 
of banks which are payable and paid in specie on 


demand shall be received and disbursed by the | 


Government. The first of these propositions has 


been adopted by the Senate. as an amendment to | 


ceiver in the different J m 
the ‘other, that the notes || 


the Treasury bill that passed this body; the other |]. 


was prepared as an aimendnient to that bill, and | 


rejected. by a considerable majority. ‘That the 
Senate have changed theit views on this subject, 
he had'seen no reasons to believe. ey 


_ It is said that because there are no details to be 


examined, there is na occasion for the reference. 
But considering the ‘importance of the principles 
involved, and their connection with the legislation 
of Congress, is it not necessary to examine the 
operation of these principles upon existing laws? 
The resolution proposes to renew the connec- 
tion between the Government. and the ‘banks; 
and this is to be cone without any” limita» 
lion ‘or restriction whatever. ` The resolution 
would therefore repeal, or supersede, all the 
existing laws on the subject. So far as bank notes 
are’ now authorized to be received and disbursed, 
it is subject to certain regulations, limitations, and 
restrictions. The joint resolution of 1816, the de- 
posite act of 1836, and an act passed the same 
session, in regard to the payment of bank notes, 
all contain restrictions and limitations which this 
resolution would entirely sweep away, Ata time 
when a majority of the Senate have decided to dis- 
connect the Government from banks altogether, it 
is proposed to unite them more closely than they 
have ever been—a union which is to be beneficial 
on one side only; which is to favor the banks. with- 
out any.corresponding advantage to the Govern- 
ment; which. is to open the Treasury door wider 
than it has ever been, and expose it to be filled 
with paper of every description, without any check 
or restraint whatever, either as to the denomination 
of the bills, or the limits within which the receiving 
Officers shall be required to take the paper of State 
banks. A receiver in Arkansas would be bound 
to take the notes of a bank in Bangor, and judge 
of ils soundness; and the collector at the latter 
place would be required to receive the notes of a 
bank in Arkansas. Mr. N. said he was aware that 
there was a provision in the resolution authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to prescribe regula- 
tions as to the receipts and disbursements, but that 
would give him no power to limit the operation of 
the resolation. He could no more do this than he 
could repeal the law. To limit its operations 
would be to repeal it in part. The resolution 
would make the receipt of the notes of all specie- 
paying banks, wherever located, obligatory on all 
collectors of revenue. This is perfectly clear. 
For several years it has been the policy of this 
Government to endeavor to exert a salutary influ- 
ence on the paper currency through the operations 
of the Treasury; and all the laws designed to effect 
this purpose, to which the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives} altaches so much importance, are to 
be superseded by this resolution, and that without 
even a reference of it. 

But, sir, what is the object of this resolution? 
what purpose is to be effected by it? what is the ne- 
cessity for it? The Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Preston] kas used a very strange argument. 
He says the measure for divorcing the Government 
from the banks has failed; that it has been decided 
that the separation shall not take place, and, there- 
fore, it has become necessary to provide for tegu- 
lating the connection between the Treasury and 
the banks. Does he suppose there is.any want of 
laws to regulate this matter? The disconnection 
has not been from a repeal of, or defect in, the 


lavs, but from the failure of the banks, which ; 
_threw them out of the pale of your laws. 


the banks resume the laws will again be in force, 


and the banks will be entitled to the benefits of 
It will be the duty of the Secretary of the : 
Treasury to employ them as depositories, and he: 
will no doubt authorize the receipt of their notes, : 
‘subject to the restrictions of the law. 
occasion, then, is there for further legislation? 
in 


them. 


The majority of the Senate have. de 
favor of disconnecting the finances. of 


vernment frown’ those of the banks; but, if this 


‘tary to takë bank notes, but he is fully 


declared by. the head’ of ‘the 


When ` 


What: 


inion? ‘It thas 
at the mores. of 


legal authority for doing it! This point is well un- 
derstuod by every one, and there is no ogcasion to 
illustrate it. There is no compulsion en the Secre- 
i anthorized 
todo it. If there was ever any doubt about the 
construction of the resolution of 1816, the question 
has been settled by a practice of more than twenty 
years. Although there is nothing compulsory as to 
the receipt. of bank notes, yet it has been the prac- 
tice of the Treasury to receive them, and pay them 
out, under certain restrictions and regulations. 
Sir, there can be no object in this resolution, 
unless it is to change the existing laws; to give the 
banks privileges which they do not now enjoy. 
We are told that it is proper for the Treasury to 
aid them in the.resumption of specie payments, and 
that this is only a temporary measure for that pur- 
pose. How a temporary méasure? It is to conti- 
nue during the pleasure of Congress, and no law 
can continue any longer. But.if,this:is the. pw 
the resolution rests altogether on a false assump- 
tion. Itis assumed that the banks, 
without aid from the Governm 


enough to sustain themselves not only against ort 
nary difficulties, but.against the threatened hostii- 


‘Sir, t 
‘this Gi 


vvice we can: render them, ‘or: the monétary 


` be: i 
a of the country, is to let them alone; let them 
stand upon their own strength, and return to a sound 


alihful-action: as fast as- they can: ~ If they 
tand: their own interest, they will say to us 
s off,” the “let-us-alone policy” is all we-ask 
Bat, ‘if it was in our power to-aid the 


long’ suspension ‘of business, and the vast:influx of 
the “précious metals, there is a powerful stimulus 
operating upon them. 

Do gentlemen forget what was one of the princi- 
pal charges against the late Administration: the im- 
portation of gold. for the French and Neapolitan 
underwriters. The charge was, that the importa- 
tion of specie gave a,dangerous stimulus to the 
banks, and was the principal cause of their excessive 
issues." If thete was any truth in these charges 
whieh tite Opposition made against the late Ad- 
ministration, what will be the effect of the immense 
importatons of gold -which have recently been 
made? Now, the importations of gold have had no 
connection with the Government, and, perhaps, on 
that account, it may not have so dangerous an in- 
flaence. Whatever the Government does, is sure 
to.injure the banks, and he thought, therefore, the 
bétter: coursé for buth parties was to have as little 
to do with them as’ possible. 


“Mr. N. said he could not forbear to notice a re- 
mark of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] 
which he had heard with surprise, and which might 
seem to authorize an unfavorable inference as to the 
object of introducing this resolution. He would by 
no-means say thathe believed such to be the objeet, 
but only that the language of the Senator seemed to 
authorize’-such an inference. The Senator said 
that the -conduct of the majority, in relation.to 
this resolution, would place them before the eountry 
in “their true postion; it would test their sincerity, 
and ‘satisfy the country whether they were hostile 
to the banks or not. If they seek to evade’ action 
‘upon it, or oppose its adoption, it will then be seen 
what sincerity there isin the denial of their hostili- 
ty to the banks. Are we to understand that this is 
the purpose for which the resolation was introduc- 
ed? Has the Senator introduced a resolution con- 
taining principles whieh he has reason to believe 
that a ‘majority of the body cannot approve, and 
which they have recently decided against, that its 
rejection may furnish evidence to the country in 
support of the charge of their being hostile to the 
banks? Is thisa measure in co-operation with a 
bold movement from another quarter, which has 
attempted to array this Government in’ hostility to 
the banks? This charge has been deliberately made 
and proclaimed to the country by the great bank 
autocrat, in a formal manifesto, designed to rally 
and- unite all the banks in. the Union against the 
Government, which is charged with waging war 
upon them, Is it thought that the just and liberal 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury towards 
the resuming banks is calculated to put down this 
unfounded. charge so boldly put forth, and that 
some new facts were necessary to give it some lit- 
tle countenance? Is the object to keep up the agi- 
tation, and prolong the present state of things? to 
continue the delusion which, to some extent, has 
prevailed in the public mind, of the hostility of the 
Government to.the banks?. Is the country to have 
no repose? Do gentlemen think to continue the 
panic, and prevent the resumption of the banksant 
the restoration of business, by keeping alive the 
clamor and delusion about the hostility of the Ad- 
ministration to the banking and credit system? 
These bold denunciations.and .charges, which had 
been made by one claiming to speak for the mo- 
neyed interest, were- losing their force; the preju- 
dices and fears. which had prevailed were. subsid- 
ing, and the public opinion’ is. settling. down; and 
nothing .can-he more important -than -this for the 
revival-of business, ‘and «the: restoration. of confi- 
dence: Isit the-purpese to:prevent this.quieling of 
the public: mind, -and to eonhtinue the alarm about 
the hostility of the Government? Mr. N. said he 
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would not a sudden and powerful stimulus: 
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could not believe that any such purpose. existed; 
-although the language of the Senator from. Ken-: 
‘tucky would seem to authorize it. But. if there 
were any such views, he forewarned gentlemen. of 
the-consequences of endeavors to. prolong. the. pa-. 
nic, ahd prevent the restoration of the business of 
the country. He told them that this state of things 
could not be prolonged; it was not in the power of 
politicians, if so disposed, which he did not believe, 


to prolong it. It has already continued one year, | 


and even those who-rejoice at the: political fruits 
of it, feel that. they have paid dear for them in pri- 
vate sacrifices; they teel that they have suffered in 
their business all that they could afford to suffer. 
If-they love. political power, they also love mo- 
ney, and are now: desirous for “a. return of ‘those 
pursuits by which it is to be acquired. : They 
think they haye suffered enough for the benefit 
of the Opposition cause, and now wish to return to 
their accustomed pursuits of business. -He really 
hoped that gentlemen would be satisfied with the 
results of the panic which had been realized. It 
had worked well for them; they had carried most 
of the élections, his own State among others, and 
perhaps somewhat*to his own loss. He. really 
hoped gentlemen would show some little modera- 
tion in their. triumphs, and try.to be satisfied with 
what they had obtained. They- had certainly 
turned the suspension of business and the distresses 
of the times to a good account: they had made. the 
most of them whilst they lasted; and he really 
hoped they would be satisfied, and suffer the public 
mind to become quiet, without which business 
could not revive. But the people are beginning to 
understand this matter; and whatever course politi- 
cians may pursue, the present state of things cannot 
be prolonged. The banks want none of our aid; 
they will resume without it. Circumstances force 
it upon them; and solvent banks cannot avoid re- 
suming, and business must and will soon revive. 
This resolution is not called for, and can do no 
good. Its tendency will be to keep the public. mind 
unsettled; but if there is to be any action upon it, it 
ought to be referred, and its principles examined 
in reference to the existing laws. . 


RESURRECTION NOTES. 
SPEECH OF MR. GRUNDY, 


Or TENNESSEE, 

In Senate, April 16, 1838—upon the bill to prevent 
the issuing and circulation of the bills, notes and 
securities of corporations created by Congress 
which have expired, and, also, upon the late let- 
ter of Nicnotas Bivpie to Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
recommending a non-resumption of ‘specie pay- 
ments by the banks. 

Mnr. Presinenr: this bill presents two questions 
for the consideration and decision of the Senate— 

The first is, does Congress possess the constitu- 
tional power to enact its provisions. 

The second is, if the power exists, is it expedient 
to exercise it? 

My intention is to discuss. both “these proposi- 
tions in the order I have named them. But, before 
I proceed to establish the affirmative of each, which 
I believe I can do, I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to one of the most extraordinary pro- 
ductions which has been presented to the public in 
these extraordinary times. It is intimately connect- 
ed with the subject matter of the bill now before 
‘the Senate. - Should I be tedious upon this branch 
of what I have to say, my apology will be found in 
this, that my lips have been sealed, by the mandate 
of the Legislature of my. State, during the whole 
discussion upon the currency question. Now, that 
i have obeyed the injunctions which it was their 
pleasure to impose on me, not only in their letter, 
but in their spirit, I feel as free as any Senator here. 
‘But, let it be distinctly understood, that, in regard 

to the bill which bas passed the Senate for the col- 
‘jection, safe-keeping and disbursement of the pub- 
lie money, and upon which I was instructed, Ihave 
‘not one word to say, either for or against it. 

© The extraordinary production, to-which F have 
-yeferred, is a letter, written by the president of the 
‘Pennsylvania Bank of the United States, and ad- 
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which he presides; intends to act, and also asa 
Glaration of. war against the present Executive of. 
the United States. Iam not mistaken;-nor have I. 
‘spoken too boldly, orsaid whatl-cannot make good... 
In the concluding paragraph of this. letter, the. 
following language is employed: .... et 


“The banks should remain exactly ‘as. they are, 


preparing to resume, but not yet resuming. ‘They 
should begin as the Bank of England. did, under 
‘similar circumstances, by paying the small ‘notes, 
so as to restore coin to all the minor channels: of 
circulation; but not make any general resumption . 
until they ascertain what coursé the Government 
will pursue; ‘employing, in the mean, time, their 
whole power tò forward the crops to market., The , 
American banks should do, in short, what the 
American army did at New Orleans, stand fast be~. 
hind their cotton bales until the enemy has left the 
country.” 5 : > 

Now divest this paragraph of its rhetoric, and: 
what is its plain import and meaning? The au-" 
thor, in the whole preceding part of this paper, had 
been laboring to prove, (unjustly, as I will show) 
that the present Chie! Magistrate was hostile to all 
State banks, and had resolved on their destruction, 
and then concludes with the language J have 
quoted. Yes, the counsel given clearly is, that. as 
the American array stood fast. behind. their Cotton 
bales until the enemy left the country, so the, banks 
should retain their present non-specie paying pösi- 
tion uatil the present ineumbent shall cease to oc- 
cupy the Presidential chair; or, in Senatorial lan- 
guage, “until the Goths are driven from the Çapi- 
tol? In other words, this great national calamity 
of a suspension of specie payments is to be con- 
tinued until the people of the United States shall 
be tortured into a change of the administrators of 
the Government; and their afflictions are to be 
continued and increased in intensity, until, as 
happened in ancient times, they shall be constrained , 
to say, “Give us a King to rule over us, that we 
may be like the other nations. of the earth;” that 
is, give us a Bank of the United States, not to reg- 
ulate the currency only, out to regulate the politics. 
of the country, and save the people the trouble and * 
inconvenience of governing themselves, or electing 
their own agents to manage their own public al~ 
fairs. 

Sir, if I am not mistaken in the character of the- 
‘American people, this paper will do more than any 
thing which has been, or can be done, by the exer- 
tions of any ‘individual or set of individuals in this 
nation, to prevent the accomplishment of that 
which its author designed. Until the 4th of March; 
1841, when the Presidential term of the present 
Chief Magistrate expires, the banks are to remain 
intrenched behind their bales of bank paper. 
Then, when “the enemy has left the country,” 
when ‘“‘the Goths have been driven from the Capi- 
tol,” the people may be suffered to enjoy the ad- 
vantages and benefits arising from a resumption of 
specie payments ; but not before. This is the fiat 
of Mr. Biddle; this is the decree of the president 
of one out of eight hundred State banks that now 
exist in the United States. 

Here is a moneyed corporation, created by the 
authority of asingle State, denouncing the Chief 
Magistrate of all the States, and demanding’ his 
exclusion from office at the expiration of his 
present term, under the penalty, that until it be 
done no resumption of specie payments shall take 

lace. 
£ I have said that the charter or recharter of a 
Bank of the United States is also required by the 
writer of this leiter as the price of a resumption. 
He says, referring to the Congress of the United 
States: É 

“The only reform in the currency which that 
body has yet made, is the issue of ten millions of 
irredeemable paper money, and a proposal for ten 
millions more.” 

One passing remark upon this statement. The 
impression it is calculated to make is, that ten mil- 

slions of dollars, in Treasury notes, have been 
-issued by the Secretary of the Treasury, and that 
‘they are now in circulation. The fact is, eight 
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millions. onl 
them have beeu tedeemed, leaving only four mil- 
liotis in circulation. Nor'can these, with the least 
propriety or justice, be designated as “irredeema- 
ble paper money.” They are received by the Go- 
vernment as equivalent to geld and silver; the 
revenues of the country may. be paid in them 
without, depreciation; they are transritted (rom 
one part of, the country to another at an equal’ 
valle; in no sense can. they be properly spoken of 
as irredéemable paper money ; with no justice can 
they be classed with the depreciated and wnre- 
deemed paper of non-specie paying banks. 

But I proceed with the letter. It continues: ` 

“Isit worth while, then, so long as Congress 
fails to exercisé its legitimate powers; to waste the 
strength of the country in efforts to accomplish 
What we all know to be ittipracticable? To resume 
how, without some understanding with the Govern- 
ment, seems to be throwing away the benefits of 
experience, and the lessons of misfortune. We 
have gone through all the merhfication and all the 
inconvenience of suspension. Let us endeavor to 
profit by them; to fix the futuiré on some solid basis; 
have some. guardnty of the stability of the cur- 
rénéy, atid not set every thing afloat again without 
küowing Wheté we iay be drifted, # dr, contpare 
the sitkation,of the banks at the last resumption 
and now. After a suspension of nearly three years, 
Congress applied all its power to induce, to per- 
suade, and to assist the banks in tkeir efforts to re- 
sume. They passed the resolution of 1816, autho- 
rizing the receipt of the notes of specie-paying 
banks, Bat this alone was insufficient; and at the 
jaitie time, they established the Bank of the United 
States, with a capital of thirty-five millions. That 
bauk called a convention of State banks, and 
agreed that if they would resume specie payments, 
it would, Ist. Assume all their debts to the Govern- 
eñt of the United States; Qd. Discount, to those 
who had paymenis to make to the Government, 
the whole amount of their bonds; and, in addition, 
3d. Discount, to those not indebted to the Govern- 
ment, two millions in New York, two millions in 
Philadélpltia, one arid.a half milions in Baltimore, 
and half a million in Richmond; and, Aii, Woitld 
sustain the resuming banks in case the resumplion 
brought them into difficulty.” 

Of this the evident meaning is, that a bank char- 
ter from the General Government, and nothing 
short of it, ought to be obtained, before, in the opi- 
nion of the writer, specie payments, so far as may 
depend on his power and influence; shall be re- 
sumed; and all will admit that his power and in- 
fluence are considerable; and difficult to be resisted. 
From this view—-drawn from the manifesto of this 
institution itself—sthe inferenee is irresistible that 
no relief, so far as this bank is concerned, is to bë 
extended to the country by a resumption of specie 
payments, until Congress shall yield and charter a 
Bank of the United States. For myself, I say that 
I will yield to no such arrogant pretension. I will 
never consent that the flag of the country, the flag 
of the Constittition, shall strike to any such intruder 
or invader. No, sir: every such high-handed at- 
tempt of a moneyed corporation to influence or 
coerce the public councils of the country into its 
measures, should be prompuy met and unyieldingly 
resisted by the people and their public functiona- 
ries, When I first read the Constitution of the 
United States—and every subsequent reading has 
but confirmed my first impression—I Jearned that 
for certain specified objects, for which the State au- 
thorities acting scparately were incompetent, a Fe- 
deral Government was formed, to consist of legisla- 
tive, judicial, and executive departments; and by 
these the Government was to be administered. The 
framers of the Federal Constitution believed that 
the Government they had formed could be carried 
on by the functionaries employed in these depart- 
ments. Modern wisdom, however, has discovered 
that there is a power outside of, and beyond, the 
limits of the Constitution, which should control the 
Government and all those engaged in its adminis- 


iration; and this power, so faras the bank in ques-- 


tión can wield it, is now actually engaged, with 
all its iifluence and authority, in dictating to and 
coercing the Government into its measures. 


have been isstied, and one half of 


Here isa corporation whose duty it is, urider 
its State charter, to carry on its business‘of bank- 
ing according to the limitations and restrictions im-" 
posed.on it by the law.of its creation. By these it 
is imperatively enjoined to pay its debts honestly 
and punctually. Yet-it is-at this moment laboring ` 
to convince the public, that for reasons of State or 
policy, it is expedient and proper that neither it, 
nor any other bank, shall pay their debts according. 


, to their solema engagements. And why not pay? 


Not becasse of inability—the only allowable ex- 
cuse in any case for a refusal to pay—for the’ 
means of this institution are declared to be amply 
sufficient to meet all its engagements. I do not 
pretend to judge—I do not pretend to know what 


code of ethics prevails among banking corporations, | 


or what is considered dishonest or immoral among 
them, for I never have been an officer in any in- 
stitution of this kindsbut I think I understand 
reasonably well what is considered honest or dis- 


“ honest among private individuals; and certainly, 


among them, he who has money to pay his debts, 
and refuses to do so when required, could never 
satisfy the public that he was actifig honestly. If 
you had my note for a sum of money, and were 
to demand payment, and I had the money in my 
desk; and not only enough to pay- your debt, but 
all the other demands I owed, 1 think I should pay 
you, and if I refused, it would be difficult to con- 
vince you that I acted honestly; nay, though I 
should talk to you as plausibly, as politically, and 
as lengthily as Mr. Biddle has written, the conclu- 
sion of the whole matter would be, that you would 
want yout money, and would not accord to me 
the characlef of an Honest man unless I paid it. 
This was the old fashioned way of thinking and 
acting when banks were few and punctual: Nor 
have the people yet learned this new rule of mos 
rals, which teaches that a bank can stand justified 
in refusing payment of its just debts when it pos- 
sesses the ability to pay, and I trust it will be long 
before they do leatn it. It seems to me that banks 
should be placed, in this respect, upon. the same 
footing with individuais. If either be unable to 
pay their debts, a refusal to pay does not prove 
them dishonest: The causes which led to, or pro- 
duced, ihe inability, must be examined before a just 
judgment can be protiotnéed upon their conduct. 
The correctness of my own opinion upon this sub- 
ject is confirmed by the report of the delegates of 
the banks of the city of New York, made in No- 
vember last. That committee consisted of Albert 
Gallatin, George Newbold, C. W. Lawrence, Cor- 
nelius Huger, John J. Palmer, Preserved Fish, 
and G. A. Worth, some of whose names are as 
well known, and as much confided in, by the Ame- 
rican public, as that of the writer of this letter. 
They say, in their report: 

“That whatever explanation may be given con- 
cerning the past, since nothing but actual inability 
can be alleged as an excuse for having ceased to 
perform the express condition on which the 
privilege to issue a paper currency had been 
granted, it is eqwally obvious that nothing can 
justify a protracted suspension but the con- 
tinued inability to resume and sustain specie 
payment. This principle is indeedso evident, that, 
as an abstract proposition, its correctness is uni- 
versally admitted. All agree in expressing their 
thorough conviction, that nothing can excuse the 
continuance of suspension, after the necessity 
which demands it shall have ceased.” 

These gentlemen, although presidents of banks, 
less ambitious to bring the moneyed power of the 
country to bear upon the Governmentand its politics, 
content themselves with laying down a rule of ac- 
tion which I supposed, until lately, would govern 
the conduct of every banking institution in the 
whole country. Itis this. If a sudden revulsion 
in the monetary affairs of the country shall compel 
the banks to suspend specie payments, from an in- 
ability to meet their liabilities, they should hasten 
to relieve themselves from their inability; and so 
soon as this shall be effected, instantly to resume. 
The authors of this report seem to have anticipated 
the very ground now assumed by the president of 
the Pennsylvania Bank; and havé rendered their 
judgments of condemnation against it. ‘They say, 
in their report: f oa 


: f apposed. r 
Thus, for instance, Should the hope of a favorable 
action of Congress on the currency. be still alleged 
as a motive for delay, would not this be tantamount 
to.a protracted suspension n indefinite period of 
time? - “The banks are bound, by the strongest legal 
and moral obligations, tọ. resume specie payments 


‘whenever they are able to maintain such payments. 


It is the paramount.duty, to-which every other con- 
sideration mst yield. Their ability to perform 
that duty is the only question which they have a 
right to discuss, and which they are bound to exa- 
mine with the utmost care and candor.” a 
This committee, although composed of banking 
men, expressly disclaim all other considerations 
except their ability to pay; and recognise the prin- 
ciple, that the laws of the land and of public. mo- 
rals require a strict compliance with their engage- 
ments, when the ability exists, without any. fefe- 
rence whatever to the action of politi 
Not 80 with Mr. Biddle. The legal obligation, the 
moral obligation, he is under tò: pay the debts of his 
bank, seem to have been overlooked altogether, so 
anxious is he to rectify the polities of the country. 
The writer of this letter ascribes the suspension 
of specie payments to` three causes only. They 
were, he ‘says: ee ERE FO 
“The Specie Circular, which forbade. the receipt 
of any thing but gold or silver at the land. offices; 
the mismanagement of the deposites, which scat- 
tered them. to the frontiers; the clamor raised. by 
the Executive against bank wotes, which alarmed 
the people for their safety, and caused a run-upon 
the banks for specie. Now has any.one of these 
causes ceased? On the contrary, have they not ac- 
quired ten-fold force?’ The Specie Circular is: not 
repealed; on the-contrary, .it has been extended, 
for bank notes are proscribed, not merely fróm:the 
land offices, but from: all payments: of every de-. 
scription to the Government: ... The. distribution of 
the surplus is over; because there is no longer: any 
surplus to distribute; but the great disbursements 
on the Southern and Western frontier, operate:.as 
injuriously, by requiring the transfer of so mach 
revenue from the points where itis collected; lastly 
and mainly, the alarm about bank: notes, propa _ 
gated by the Government, has been deeply spread 
throughout the country, till what. was at first a 
passing outcry, has settled into'an implacable. hos- 
tility... No man, I think, can-doubt for a moment 
that the Executive of the United States seeks. to 
maintain, his power by exciting popular passions 
against the credit system, and that the whole-influ~ 
ence of the Government is employed to infuse into 
the minds of the people distrust and hatred. of -all 
banks.” Sse eee 
I will contrast with this the opinions of the mi~ 
nority of the. Committee of Ways and Means in the 
House of Representatives. It is composed. of .Op- 
position members, and Mr. Sergeant, who drew the 
report, asis understood, is as well acquainted with 
this whole.subject as Mr. Biddle himself,» He 
says: © is . : to 
VeAveiding a recurrence to the primary causes of 
the suspension of specie payments ‘by the banks, 
and omitting for the present -to refer. to the action 
of the Government, it seems to:the. minority: of. the 
committee to be very easy to discern the immediate 
agency which disturbed and disordered. our ciren- 
lation; While the United. States. were. receiving 
specie, England was parting with it. Finally, the 
Bank.of England discovered that. her stock of.goid 
was rapidly being - diminished toan alarming. €x- 
tent, and for-her own ‘protection from a: continu- 
ance of the‘drain, sought to discover, and of course 
to stop, the-channel:through which #.was made. «It 
was found to have- been opened: by. means. of n 


dits of the United States upon England, Oy 
be remittedin. gold: < .The:fach as. state 
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Secretary of the Treasury is, that the stock of gold 
in the United States had, within:a short time, been 
inereased fifteen millions of dollars; the greater’ 
part of it, beyond a doubt, coming from England; 
and much of it (how much cannot be ascertained) 
borrowed, that is, obtained by means of ‘credits. 
The Bank of England, to stop: this drain, frowned 
upon and diséredited ‘the bills drawn int the United 
States upon credits. They could no longer be dis- 
counted. Hence the révulsion, the failure of Some 
of the American houses, (as they were termed) in 
England, and the excessive pressure upon all of 
them; the dishonor and return of bills, with all 
their consequences, and the sudden demand for a 
large balance not expected to be called for. Ex- 
change rose, specie’ became a better remittance, 
and specie began to rush out. ~~ SLA 

“At the same time our great staple fell in 
England. The Secretary of the Treasury com- 
putes the loss to the United States upon half the 
crop then disposed of, at no less a sum than twenty 
millions of dollars. . He computes the commercial 
debt. of the United States at thirty millions of 
dollars, If these estimates be correct, then the 
cotton if it had not fallen, would have ‘paid two- 
thirds of the debt, and the balance, reduced to ten 
millions of dollars, would not. have been sufficient 
to cause any very serious embarrassment. It 
further appears, from the statements of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, (especially from his report 
in December, 1836,) that while we were getting in 
debt to England, we were importing specie, and 
that the amount added to our stock of gold and 
silver was more than- the amount of debt just 
mentioned. It follows that the gold and silver 
must be considered to that amount, as having 
been bought upon credit, and not paid for, coming 
into the banks, nevertheless with nothing upon 
them to show this impunity; it would be dealt with 
as any other. money in its vaults, and deemed to 
justify ah expansion of credits. ;Such is a brief, 
but in the opinion of the minority of the commit- 
tee, an accurate sketch of the times, immediately 
preceding the suspension, in which are to be sought ` 
its causes.” : ae l 

It should be remarked that the Specie Circular 
is no where.mentioned in this report as a cause of 
suspension. The prominent cause noticed, is the 
drain of specie from England, and the exertion of 
the Bank of England to prevent it, which caused 
it to frown upon bills drawn upon that country. 
The second cause assigned, is the fall of the price 
of eetton in England, which occasioned a loss of 
twenty millions of dollars in that single article. 
The causes assigned by the minority of the com- 
mittee, are of magnitude sufficient to produce the 
effect which followed. i E 

The report of the New York Bank Committee, to 
which I before referred, perhaps more aceurately 
enumerates the causes of the suspension, than even 
the report of the minority of the committee. It 
says: ee ee S } 
“The immediate’ causes which `thus` com- 
pelled the banks vf the city of New: York .to sus- 
pend specie payments on the I0th of May last, are 
well known. The. simultaneous withdrawing of 
the large public deposites, and of excessive foreign 
credit, combined with the great and unexpected fall 
in the price of the principal article of our exports, ` 
with an import of corn and bread stuffs, such as 
had never before occurred, and witl: the consequent - 
inability of the country, particularly of thé South: 
Western States, to make the usual and expected re- 
mittances, did at onè and the same time fall prinei- 
pally and necessarily upon. the greatest commercial 
emporium of the Union. After a long and most 
arduous struggle, during which.the banks, though 
not altogether unsuccessfully resisting the impera- 
tive foreign demand for the precious metals, were 
gradually deprived of a great ‘portion of their 
specie, some unfortunate incidents ofta local na- i 
tare operating in concert with other pfevicus exci- 
ting causes; produced distrust and panic, and finally 
one of those general runs, which, if ‘continued, no 


` is the denunciation of bank notes by the Execu- 


. gress, and not the Executive, has caused the distri- 


placed in Western banks. 
nothing less than the use of all the public mo- 


banks that issue paper money payable on demand, 
can ever resist, and “which soon pat it out of the 
power of those of this city to sustain specie pay- 
ments.” 

“Again, it will be observed, the Specie Circular 


Resurrection Not 


es—Mr. Grundy. 
is not named among the causes of suspension; nor 


tive. The-only one of the causes ‘mentioned by 
Mr. Biddle, to. which this committee adverts, is the. 
distribution of the public deposites among the dif- 
ferent States. Sir, old Albért Gallatin would not 
hazard his reputation as a statesman, by the asser- 
tion that the Specie Circular was one of the causes 
which produced the suspension.’ No, he ‘has 
been too long in earning and establishing his fame, 
to risk it for any passing political advantage. - 

Let us now see what have been the effects of the 
causes of suspension which are charged, substan- 
tially, against the Executive of the United States, 
The Specie Circular is the first of them mentioned 
in the letter upon which I'am commenting. Why 
was it issued? is the first inquiry which every man 
should make, who desires to form a just judg- 
ment ofits merits. At the time it issued, the Uni- 
ted States were being plundered of-all their specie; 
such: exertions were made as had never before 
been witnessed, to procure the gold and silver of 
this country, to replenish the coffers of the Bank 
ofEngland. The then President of the United 
States saw this, and resisted it, by creating a de- 
mand for the precious metals in the United States; 
and this, to a certain extent, prevented their ex- 
portation. 7 : 

Farther: at that time, such was the rage for pur- 
chasing and speculating in the public Iands, that 
large companies were formed in every quarter of 
the country, who were monopolizing the best por- 
tions of the public domain, and making payment 
in bank paper. It was believed that, if this course 
of things continued, in a short time all the public 
lands of much value would be in the hands of specu- 
lators; and thus the public would be despoiled of 
its valuable domain, and have in its stead, and 
in payment, irredeemable bank paper. The events 
which have occurred since have fully proved the 
wisdom and patriotism which dictated the measure. 
The specie, to a considerable extent, has been re- 
tained in the country. The speculations in the 
public: domain Have ceased, The United States 
still own the lands, except so far as ‘they have been 
needed and purchased for cultivation.” Surely this 
is a better state of things than that which would 
have existed had the Specie Circular never been 
issued. - But for it, the lands would have been in 
the hands of speculators, and the Government in” 
the possession of bank paper of little or no value. 
Another beneficial effect has been produced: the 
extravagance of bank paper issues was checked; 
and, so far as Government deposited its specie in the 
Western banks, they were strengthened. 

It should be remembered that a great portion of 
the specie collected under that circular, was imme- 
diately expended by the Government, in its: dis- 
bursements, for the protection of the Western 
frontier. The remainder was deposited in the 
Southwestern banks, where it was when their. 
doors were closed. Had it been in the banks of 
the Eastern cities, it would have been transported 
to England or have been in the possession of non- 
specie-paying banks. At one moment the. com- 
plaint against the Executive is, that the public 
money collected for the customs in the East is not 
permitted to remain there, although a law of Con- 


bution. In the next, the complaint is that the 
money collected from the sales of the public lands 
has been partly kept and expended in the protec- 
tion’ of the Western frontier; and the remainder 
It would seem that 


ney, wherever collected, is required for the 
accommodation and benefit of the Eastern banks. 
If banks: would trade, and rely upon their ewn 


S -eapital and. credit more, “and not depend so | 


much-wpon the public money, it would be better 
for both the. banks and the community. If the 
idea shall prevail that the convenience and interest 
of the banks are to be consulted in thé disposition 
of the public money, the great objects for which 
the Government was formed will be disregarded; 
your expenditures for the protection’ of the inhabi- 
tants of the frontier, and all the means of national 
defence must be paralyzed, until the banks are con- 
sulted, and it shall be ascertained whether their 


operations may not. bé ‘incommoded or ‘obstructed: 


Instead of this Government being’ carried on tipon < 


the-Constitution, its main business 
lect money for the benefit of banks; a 
as may best suit:their’convenience.*” 3 
On: the’ grounds’ which’ T kave: thus*rapidl: ; 
viewed, I have corne tothe ‘confident conclusion 
that, while the. spirit in which the Specie Circular + 
originated -was patriotic, so, upon the whole, its” 
effects have beén ‘productive of much. practical 
benefit. I do not ‘uidertake: to’. deny that atthe 
present ‘time the circumstances and ‘condition of 


“the country are very different from those: which 


existed at the timé it “was issued; and that. the 


necessity for it-as a practical- measure -to retain 


our specie, save our public ‘domain, and prevent 
the injurious effects of excessive speculation on the 
National Treasury, has in a great degree termi- 
nated. With the suspension of specie payments 
its operation has ceased, because the existing laws 
prohibit, in that contingency, the receipt of bank 
notes in any branch of the revenue. Ido, how- . 
ever, contend that it ought never to have. been 
considered or enumerated among the causes which 
conttibuted to this condition of the banks." 

The second. cause assigned for the suspension 
‘by the writer of this letter,.is. the scattering the- 
deposites to the: frontiers,. or: the distribution act 
of 1836. This was no. Executive: measure.’ It: 
was forced upon the late Chief -Magistrate, who 
reluctantly gave his assent. to it. “It was passed 
by the unanimous vote of the Opposition in Con- 
gress, aided by a majority of the friends of the 
Administration, who believed that justice’ and 
sound policy required its passage. If the assertion - 
be true, that it aided in producing a suspension of 
specie payments, the fact would furnish additional 
evidence to prove the impropriety of permitting 
the banks to trade or discount on the public money; 
but it would not make the Executive branch. of 
the Government chargeable with that consequence 
of the measure. It seems, however, in the view 
of this writer, that although the act of distribution 
s no longer in force, other causes equally injurious 
to the banks, ard equally forbidding the resump- 


} tion of specie payments, that is,.the expenditures 


in’ the South and West, are still in operation. 
This: shows. that. the. great. measures’ of. defence 
must be abandoned, “and the banks:accommodated . 
with the public money, or this evil, the suspension 
of specie payments, is not, to. be ‘retnoved, so: far 
as the writer of this letter has the power to pre- 
vent it. From this I think it manifest that the 
banks, relying upon the use of the public money, 
have overtraded, and that is principally the: cause 
of the inability of some. of them to resume specie 
payments. : 

The third reason assigned for the suspension, is 
the clamor which it is said the Executive has 
raised against bank notes. This is so intangible 
a matter that itis. difficult to reason about it.’ If 
the writer. 'hadestated, that in a. public document 
bank notes had been denounced, and their want of . 
safety proclaimed, and then shown the‘effects pro- 
duced by if; the subject could have been-examined, 
and the accusacy of the assertion tested. Instead 
of this, a general allegation .is presented; which, 
from its nature, and the vague manner in which 
it is brought forward, is incapable of . proof. or 
disproof. - ace 

This letter further states, that the suspension 
was wholly conventional between the banks and 
the public. It is true the people have in a degree 
acquiesced. But why? Because of the necessity 
under which the banks were laboring. The fo- 
reign debt was pressing upon them, and a general 
apprehension prevailed, that the country wasto pe 
drained of its specie; and that without. a:suspen- 
sion the banks would become bankrupt, on account 
of the exertions. made by the Bank of England, 
through its agents here, to procure coin. for. the be- 
nefit of that institution... -What is the state of 
things now?. The foreign debt is paid, and’ ex- 
changes are in favor of:this country. Instead of 
specie flowing out of the country,it is daily ar- 
riving in large amounts; nearly every arrival from 
England is accompanied with the annuneiation of 
the arrival of large quantities of coin. In short, 
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the condition of the moneyed relations between 
England and the United States, is wholly changed. 
The pressure and necessity which. existed: at the 
time of the suspension of: specie payments has 
entirely ceased, and it: may well. be doubted 
whether the public will be. satisfied witha continu- 
ance of a policy, apparently dictated by necessity, 
when that necessity no longer exists. 

In the second paragraph of this letter, a false 
issue is attempted to be made up. The language 
of the letter is as follows: 

“The credit system. of the United States, and the 
exclusively. metallic system, are now fairly in the 
field, face to face, one or the other must fall. There 
can be no other issue. 
recting errors or reforming abuses, but of abso- 
lute destruction: not who shall conquer, but who 
shall survive. The present struggle must be final.” 

Now, I would inquire, by what, authority: the 
writer of this letter made, up this issuc? Has the 
President,.or any of his friends, avowed a deter- 
mination or wish to destroy the creditsystem? This 
credit system, I presume, is but another. term for 
the banking system. So far as my opinion goes, I 
disclaim every sentiment of the kind. Banking, in 
my judgment, is necessary to promote the growth 
and prosperity of the country. But what kind of 
banking, and how far shall it be carried? That is 
the true question, and the point upon which a dif- 
ference of opinion exists. Safe, honest banking, 
which shall not only promise, but shall actually pay 
and redeem its liabilities, when required, according 
to its engagements, Iam favorable to. But that kind 
of banking which promises liberally, but fails in the 
performance, I always have been, and am still, op- 
posed to. A bank which shall issue two or three 
for one upon its capital paid in, may be, probably 
is, safe and entitled to public confidence; but that 
which shall issue twenty, thirty, or forty for one, is 
unsafe, and will end in dishonest. bankruptey. It 
is the excess, not the thing itself, towards’ which I 
feel any hostility. Recently we have seen instances 
of the explosion of banks of the latter description, 
which should teach us all the danger there is in such 
institutions. 

What evidence is there that the party of which 
Tama member, is opposed to State banks, and 
wishes their destruction? This seems to be taken 
for granted, from the fact that the Opposition are 
the owners and directors of almost all the banks in 
the country. 
them, is generally true, probably to the extent of 
ten tọ one. Butit does not follow from this, that 
their destruction is sought for or desired. That they 
should be honest, and obey the laws of the country, 
and comply with their engagements, is anxiously 
wished for—nothing more. 

As to what course the Government ‘should pur- 
sue towards banks which may resume specie pay- 
ments at some short period, I can only express my 
own opinion, which is, tzat whatever aid and. as- 
sistance the laws that may be in force shall per- 
mii, should, if necessary, be given to them; in other 
words, all the discretion which may be allowed to 
the Executive branch of the Government, shonld 
be exercised in their favor.. At the same time, I 
should be unwilling to see any negotiation com- 
menced or carried on with them, for the purpose of 
inducing them to resume specie payments. They 
should first show that they were honest and safe 
depositories before any kind of convention should 
exist between them and the Government. Then, 
to guard them against any noforeseen contingency 
which might arise from the designs or assaults of 
other institutions, every incidental aid which the 
Government can furnish should be extended to 
them. The hostility of the preseat Chief Magis- 
trate to all banks has been charged apon this floor; 
and what was the only evidence relied on to esta- 
blish it? It was that the President and Secretary of 
the Treasury had suggested, at the special session 
in September last, the propriety of a bankrupt law 
in relation to banks refusing to discharge their 
-liabilities when demanded, according to their en- 
gagements. This has been spoken of and treated 
as a new and alarming measure, never before 
thought: of. or, attempted. - Have gentlemen forgot- 
ten that Mr. Dallas, Secretary of the Treasury un- 


der Mri Madison, neither of whom was ever sus-- 


It is not a question of cor-. 


That they own them, and control, 
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posed on every note issued. by a Ron-specie- 
bank? Have they: forgotten ` that Mr.°Cray 
also, Secretary of the Treasury under Mr. Mon) 
recommended the same measure? The communi- 
cation of Mr. Dallas, containiig this recommenda- 
tion, was made to the House of ] Representatives on 
the 19th of March, 1816. "That of Mr. Crawford 
was made on the 20th of February, 1820. ‘These 
recommendations excited. no alarm: no denun- 
ciation of the hostility of their authors to State. 
banks was. ever made. _ So far from it, when the 
enemies of Mr. Crawford were exhibiting charges. 
against him for the purpose of destroying his popu-. 
larity and standing, the charge exhibited was, that 
he was too favorable to the State bans. And was 
the occasion or the manner in which the subject has 
been adverted to by the present Chief Magistrate, 
such as to give to ita different character?) He re- 
fers it to Congress for consideration, among those 
means “authorized by the Constitution,” through 
which they may * provide a remedy against a de- 
preciated paper currency.” As such it was re- 
ferred to the Judiciary committees in both Houses 
of Congress. The majority of members composing 
each of these committees was friendly to the Admi- 
nistration, (and I was of the number,) yet they did 
not report in its favor, or introduce any bill upun 
the subject. 

As to an exclusive metallic currency being aimed 
at by the Administration and its friends, I consider 
the charge as wholly gratuitous, and unfounded. 
A sound metallic basis for paper issued upon. it, 
and a paper at all times convertible into specie, is 
all I have heard contended for. The truth is, we 
are charged with being for an exclusive metallic 
currency because we are not in favor of paper not 
convertible into specie. Itis true, many of us, my- 
self I among the number, are in favor of banishing 
small notes from circulation, that their places may 
be supplied by specie for the ordinary daily tran- 
sactions of life. 

I have said this was an extraordinary letter; and 
it seems to me that every thing attending and con- 
nected with it partakes of the same character. It 
is addressed to the Hon. John Q Adams whose 
opinion upon this whole subject had again and 
again been expressed, under circumstances much 
more favorable to the bank than those which now 
exist. Ina written address made tosome of his consti- 
uients, immediately after the suspension in May last, 
when speaking in reference to this same. bank, he 
says “I iacline more strongly to the- opinion, that 
the suspension of specie payments by such a bank 
should not only operate as an immediate forfeiture 
of its charter, but be made a penal offence in the 
president and directors of the institution. The 
violation of moral principle committed by a bank 
in suspending specie payments is, in my estimation, 
not inferior to that of fraudulent bankruptey in an 
individual.” 

Jn another letter, of July 1, 1837, Mr. Adams 
again observes, on this subject: 

“We are now told that all the banks in the United 
States have suspended specie. payments. And 


aying 
rd, 


i what is the suspension of specie payments but set- | 


ting the laws of property at defiance? If the pre- 


i sident and directors of a bank have issued a mil- 


lien of bills, promising to pay five dollars to the 
holder ofeach and every oneof ther, the suspen- 
sion of specie payments is by one act the breach of 
one million of promises. What is this but fraud 
upon every holder of their bills? And what differ- 
ence is there between the- president and directors of 
such a bank and the skilful artist who engraves a 
bank bill, a fac simile of the bill signed by the pre- 
sideni and directors, and saves them the trouble of 
signing it by doing it for them? ‘The only difer- 
ence I can see in the two operations is, that. the 
artist gives evidence of superior. skill and superior 
modesty.. It requires more-talent to sign another 
man’s name than one’s own; and the. counterfeiter, 
atleast, does his work in the dark, while the sus- 
penders of specie payment brazen it in the face of 
day, and laugh at the victims and dupes whe have 
put faith in their promises.” 

Noy sir, is it not among the most strange and 


tility to State ‘banks, | p 
made a simila- recommendátion; and, in addition, . qi 
advised that a double stamp duty should be im- 


yy.” ‘Congress, .and 
Paiet a iisbaaent upon all those entrast- 
éd with ‘the’ settlement of ‘the affairs of sach 
corporation, ‘for, a violation of this provision. 
It should here be remarked, that the penalties. im- 
posed, apply only, to. persons having the possession 
of notes of an expired corporation for the purpose 
of settlement, and whose gaty it is to. destro 


hat 
ever improprieties ‘or wrongs may. nave heer a> 
milted, are passed by unnoticed, because’ Cong 
has ho power to notice them. 
sion is, that when the charter of. any 
created by Congress shall ‘have 
United States may have: heen as 
the notes of such corporation, ‘shall 
session of any corporation or person ‘ent rusted ` 
the Settlement, of the affairs of such corporation, i 
circuit courts. ‘of the United. Sta Shall, have. a 
power, by injunction, to p is: Ji 
notes, and, by a decree, may, cansé 
eelled. This is all that is. proposed 
asked if I have been able tofind any -pri cedent for 
such legislation, Í answer frankly, I Know of none; 
and for: the obvious reason that no such transac- ` 
tions as those which call for this legislation have 
evet before occurred. Never before, so far as I 
can learn, has a corporation attempted to perpetu- 
ate itself after the expiration of its charter.” “Never 
has this, or any other country,. witnessed the reissue 
of the papér of a bank, after it 
Therefore itis not: i 
legislation. is tot 
ing for it has tak 


precedented a character, ú that no human foresight 
could provide against it, We have all read of an 
ancient sect of philosophers, who believed that after 
death, the- souls of men passed into other bodies, 
and continued on earth. But that.a creature with- 
out a soul, after thë termination of its existence 
should pass into another. state of being, and remain 
upon earth, is what no philosopher or. statesman 
ever imagined. The Congress of 1816 supposed 
that when they declared’ that the charter ‘should 
continue for twenty years, and no longer, and that 
two years after that time should be allowed for 
winding up its affairs, there would be an end to the 
corporation they had created, and every thing 
connected with it. They therefore made no provi- 
sion for that state of things which now exists.. It 
is upon principle and analogy alone that, this pill 
can be sustained. 

The first section makes the i issuing of the old 


“notes by the persons therein described, and for the 


purposes mentioned, a criminal offence, and pre- 
scribes the punishment. - The Constitution, arti- 
cle 3, section 2, declares “that the judicial power 
shall extend to all cases in law and in equity 
arising under this Constitution or the Jaws of the 
United States.” Cases in Jaw are either civil or 
criminal, according to their nature and- the provi- 
sions of law applicable to them. Article 1, sec. 8, 
gives Congress “power, to pass all laws which shall 
be necessary and proper for carrying into effect tt 
enumerated powers, ànd all other power is vested in 
the Government -of the United States or in any 
department thereof.” “Consequent!y, whenever a 
case arises unde è of the hited tés, to 
Ges Dope inthe opinion of 
Congtest, that the judicial power ‘should ‘be ap- 
plied, they.can pass the laws requisite te 
courts jurisdiction, and to enable shew 
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civilly or criminally, according to the nature’ 
case. Thus Congress has’ passed. laws to punish 
larceny of letters from the post offices, robbery of 
mail, and other offences against the Post Office De- 
partment; against. larceny and embezzlement. of 
public property, against bribery. of public officers, 
false swearing in pension and other cases, counter- 
feiting notes of. the. Bank of-the United States, and 
other offences enumerated in the bank charter. In 
all these cases Congress proceeded without any 


tate bocks, ‘Congress have acted: upon thé general - 


power above stated. F , 

._ Now let us.apply. thé. principles I have above 
stated to the first section of thé bill before the Se- 
nate. The notes described ‘in ‘the fitst,Séction of 
‘the bill have been created under a law of the Uni- 
ted States; that‘is, under the act of 1816, creating 
the Bank of the United States. The issuing of them 
eithér before or after the expiration of the charter 
is, therefore, a case arising wader a law of the United 
States. The payment of these notes by a suit 
Against the bank beforé the expiration of the -char- 
ter, or against its trustee in equity after the expira- 
tion of the ¢harter, could’be enforced in the courts 
of the United States. Why? Because they are 
‘Calises arising under a law of the United States, and, 
therefore, under the judicial powers. of the United 
States, For the same.reason, the counterfeiting of 
the note may bè made punishable in the United 
States courts, although a concurrent jurisdiction 
exists in the State courts. Had no provision been 
‘contained in the charter against counterfeiting these 
n d although Congress had passed no. Jaw 

) subject.until'the expiration of the charter, 
still Congress might now pass’a Jaw ‘to punish the 
counterfeiting “of ‘the notes,’ béeause they arose 
uitider a Jaw of the United States. That the first, 
section of this bill might have been incorporated in, 
and madea part of, the act of 1816, will, I presume, 
be denied by no one. If it could-have been done 
then, Congress can do it now; for time does not 
affect the principle, as I will presently show. Con- 
gress did, in fact, after the bank was in operation, 
pass several acts upon the subject. One on the 3d 
of March, 1819, (vol. 6, page 409,) “To prevent 
bribery of the president or directors;” and new provi- 


sions against crimes in the acts.of 1825, (vol. 7, 


pages'397 and 399) etc. The act of the present 
session to prevent the abatement of suits in which 
the bank is a party, passed after the expiration of 
the charter. This proves that although thè corpo- 
ration is extinct, yet Congress possesses the power 
to act upon any matier or thing which arose, or had 
its origin, wider the charter or law of the United 
States. “Had Congress foreseen what has occurred, 
they would doubtless have inserted some provision 
in the charter similar to ‘the one contained in the 
first section of this bill. Now that this evil, which 
was unforeseen, has occurred, it is no less their 
province to suppress it. A 

> There is another ground upon which the power 
to pass the first section of this. bill éan be main- 
tained... By the Constitution, article first; section 
eighth, Congress is’ authorized: to “‘coin money, 
and to regulate the value thereof, and of. foreign 
coin.” The last clause of the same section gives 
power to pass. all laws necessary and proper to 


carry this power of coining money: into execution. | 
Now, without construing this power, or tie power. 


to regulate ecommerce, in the broad, - fatitudinous 
manner ‘in which it has been interpréted by some 
Senators‘in' the debate on the currency question, 
and without admitting that it-empowers Congress 
to create ahd regulate a paper currency; Pthink it 
should be conceded, that: if Congress should ‘think 
-the Circulation of the old hotes of expired corpora- 
iits'ereated by Congress an injurious interference 
‘Avith the circulation of the moneg coined in pursuance 
of the Constitution, then they have the same ‘power 
to suppress their circulation which they have-to 
suppress spurious or adulterated coin. -No-exptess 
og imas ja given to prohibit the cireulation of foreign 
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Congress.has always. exercised the power to discri- 
minate-as to what shall pass asa legal currency, 
and no doubt could positively prohibit the circula- 


tion of all foreign coin, if it were diseovered that _ 


its. circulation was injurious to our own coin. 
Then, as these old. -notes grew. out ofan act of 
Congress, and as the bank. has no: longer under its 
charter any vested or other_rights to circulate.them, 
Congress. may undoubtedily prohibit their. further 
circulation by persons connected. with the expired 
corporation, which.is the sole object of the Ist sec- 
tion of this bill. $ 

Whether Congress could pass such a law as to 
the notes of an expired State institution, is a-very 
different question, and-upon which my conclusions 
would be different; but it certainly iscompetent for 


‘Congress to:control acts and things growing out of | 


their own legislation, in such a manner. as not to 
obstruct or defeat the great purpose for which the 


coining power was given; that is, the cireulation ; 


among the people of gold and silver, made by the 


General Government, provided Congress shall not, | 


by its enactments, violate any existing contracts or 
vested rights. 

I will further add to the views already presented, 
that those who believe. Congress: has the power to 
create a national bank, and- make and regulate a 
papér currency, cannot deny to-Congress the power 
to pass the Ist-section of this bill; at least, all the 
arguments they use in favor of these powers, neces- 
sarily prove the existence of the power for which 
I contend. 

Those who deny the power of Congress to create 
a national bank, and also deny its power to make 
and regulate a paper currency, should not object to 
this measure ; because: the power to pass it has 
been shown under the judicial and coining powers. 
Further, whatever they may think of the consti- 
tutionality of the act of 1816, incorporating the 
bank, the fact that it was incorporated, that it acted, 
and in its action made and ‘issued these notes, can- 
not-be denied. 

» Legislators: must deal..with facts as they find 
them, andact practically. Thefacts being that 
these bills were put afloat under.a law of Congress 
actually passed, and that they are. now afloat, no 
doubts as to the power of Congress to pass acts 
should’prevent Congress from suppressing. the:evil 
in question. If therewere no power to authorise 
the issue of these notes, a fortiori, ought Congress 
to suppress them Inftead of the want . of power to 
create the bank, being an argument against sup- 
pressing these notes now, it would have beena 
good reason twenty years ago; that is, so soon as 
Congress became satisfied that the Constitution had 
been violated by passing an unauthorised act. 


As to the 2d section of the bill; all the arguments | 
I have used in reference to the first section equal- | 


ly apply to it. It provides for the issuing of an 
injunction against the trustee, and those acting un- 
der its authority, and clothes the Circuit Courts of 
the United States, sitting in chancery, with power 
to cause these notes to be cancelled. In support 
of thissection, there is the additional argument, 
that the United States have a direct pecuniary in- 
terest in the matter. F 
` If the- Government were. suable, I think it very 
clear, that in ease of a failure to pay by the trustee, 
the Government, would be liable, in equity, for 
such of these bills as were issued before the expira- 
tion of theeharter,and as havenerer been redeemed, 


to the extent of the stock itowned inthe corporation, j 


and for which it has withdrawn corporate funds. 
If it could be proved that the holder of bilis had 
received them from the trustee or itsagents after the 
expiration of the charter, that might be proof of 
notice on the holder, that they were issued after 


the dissolution or termination of the partnership, 
But the | 


which would exonerate the United States. 
proof of this fact would be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, under. any. cireumstances; and therefore itis a 
fit ease. for a- chancellor to enjoin-ihe party having 
them: in possession from issuing them. -. i 
Although. the- Government: cannot be sued, its 
moral obligation to see that the trust benor viela- 
ted remains, “and. so does- its pecuniary inte- 
rest; and -whatever an individual, under the: 
same . circumstances, weuld be eompelled to 


coin; the express power is to regulate its value; but 


ore. g: 
piratiom of the charter, and: never redeemed, an 
those which have been redeemed; and again put 
into circulation, so that all the bills ef the- tate- 
bank: which may: be-in-.circulation, incase of a 
failure in the trustee to pay them, will -constiftite -a 
claim against the United States; to the extent I 
have stated. ; a i 

“This: pecuniary «interest added to the other con- 
sideration I have mentioned,. makes a-clear:ease 
for the interposition and action of Congress... For 
it isas much the duty of. Congress to. provide 
against the arising ofereation. of an unjust debt or 
demand against. the United States, as itisto pro- 
vide against the incursions of the savages or any 
foreign enemy. ` 

I have understood that some doubt whethe 
the: United States would be liable, . ander 
the circumstances. which have taken place... I 
entertain no. sueh doubts, provided: the United 
States could be sued. I admit, if A sells his 
stock in a bank to B, and transfers it, A is 
no longer liable, because by this transfer the 
funds of the bank are not lessened, and its ‘abitity te 
pay isnot diminished; but this is a very different 


a 


: case. - Herera corporation; out: of- its’ corporate 


fúnds, has.paid to a partner or corporator,: eight 
millions of dollars, which “were subject':to (he Tia- 
bilities of the bank, and for the redemption.ef these 
old notes. To that extent, its ability to pay is re- 
duced. -It may beassimilated to this case. There 
are three partners in trade; their property and lia- 
bilities are extensive. At the close or termination 
of their. business, one of them withdraws, while 
the other two continue the business, undertaking 
to pay all outstanding debts. The party withdraw- 
ing, receives out of the partnership property. his 
proportion of the capital and supposed profis. In 
case ofa failure, would any one say that the partner 
who had withdrawn would not be answerable? . I 
presume not, 

Upon the second question, Is it expedient to sup- 
press the circulation, of these. nòtes? Will the eir- 
-culation of the bank be diminished? Certainly not, 
if it be.the intention of. the present bank to act 
fairly and honestly... Ais to the ‘notes on..hand. or 


‘under its control, the bank. has: nothing : todo. bat 


to issue its Own notes, instead of issuing them, and 


‘so of those now in circulation, whenever they .are 


redeemed by the bank. - The ability of the bank to 
exterd or carry on its business, does not depend on 
the kind of notes it puts into circulation, if al are 
paid in specie on demand. It depends. on its 
means of payment and its credit. If it shall 
be said that the old notes will have more cre- 
dit than new ones, this is a false credit, which 
ought not to be permitted to exist. This bank, 
like all others, should- rely on its. own. re- 
sources; that is, its money and its credit. 

‘Fhe character of the Government requires that 
a stop should be put to the circulation-of these 
notes. . Such was the intention of the Congress of 
1816, and such the plain: import of the: charter un- 
der which they were made.. It is disteputable to 
the Government to permit any set of individuals to 
pervert its enactments to purposes altogether incon- 
sistent with its original design ; and-such. is plainly 
and palpably the ease in this instance. No man 
who voted for the act of incorporation in 1816, 
supposed such an evasion to prevent the closing up 
of the affairs of the corporation, as has been prac- 
tised, would be attempted. By the seventeenth 
‘Section. of the original charter, the power is reserved 
to Congress to make laws. to enforce ihe payment 
of the notes of the bank, with twelve per cent per 
annum in favor.of the holders; now they. are cir- 
cwated by a corporation. which disclaims the 
power of this Government to. make any Jaw what- 
ever to enforce their payment. In-this- way the 
power of this Government is eluded. 

Mi. President, this is the institution which - has 
placed itself at the head.of-the non-resuming banks, 
and its. president, -as generalissimo of the allied 


forses, has called upon his supposed. feudatories 
-And dependants to come to his assisiance in the war 


he is waging against the people and their Govern- 
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ment. He has called, but will they obey his man- 
date? May we not hope that there are a sufficient 
number of honest, independent banks who will dis- 
avow his authority, and reftise to unite with him in 
this crusade against the rights of the people, under- 
taken without. cause, and carried: on ‘against all 
law and sound morality: Yes, sir, “he may call 
spirits from the vasty deep, but will they come?” I 
hope and think not. ` : 

Tt is a litte remarkable that, in all which has 
been written by the president of this institution, not 
one word is said to excuse or palliate his own re- 
fusal, or the refusal-of those he is attempting to in- 
fluence, to comply with their engagements. He 
has the money to pay, and will not doit. Thelaw 
commands him to pay—morality requires it, still a 
law superior to both, in his estimation, forbids. 
That superior law is his own will; which, for his 
own purposes, he has substituted for that code of 
laws and morals which most men feel constrained 
to regard. : 

In the present discussion, I must take it for 
granted that this bank is able to: pay its debts, and 
meet all its liabilities. I am obliged to-do this, be- 
cause the president of the institution says the fact 
is so; and he has not furnished, in his letter, the 
means of enabling me to form an opinion for my- 
self, When he stated that he had four millions of 
specie in his vaults; had he stated his available 
means; had he also slated what amount of 
of notes, payable on demand, old and new, were 
in circulation; what the deposites in the bank were; 
what were the balances in favor of other banks, 
which rumor places al a very high amount, and 
his other items of indebtedness, then something 
like a correct opinion might be formed as to his 
ability to resume and continue specie payments. 
When he stated that he had eight or ten millions 
of specie in. England, had he stated what demands 
there were upon him in that country, then the pub- 
lic could have seen whether any aid could have 
been expected from that source to sustain the bank 
in Philadelphia, in case of emergency. 

Let it be remembered that this is only a State 
institution, which is putting up these arrogant pre- 
tensions. If countenance be shown to this assump- 
tion, what security have we that the same may not 
be attempted by all and every one of the eight hun- 
dred banks scattered throughout the country? 
Your petty tyrants and dictators will spring up in 
every village where a bank is located, and these 
who are entitled to but common respect and esti- 
mation, so soon as they acquire any authority. or 
control in one of these institutions, will attempt to 
teach their honest neighbors, who may be indebted 
in bank, that they must think with, vote with, and 
act with them in all things, under the. penalty of 
having every cent they owe exacted from them, 
even to the impoverishment of their wives and 
children. 

On one account I am pleased with the appear- 
ance of this letter of the president of the Bank of 
Pennsylvania; it isa plain, frank declaration on 
‘the part of the bank, of a determination to use its 
power to operate upon the politics of the country, 
and the measures of the Government. This is the 
warfare which is to be carried on. For myself I 
am ready to engage in it; and although it is decreed 
that I am to leave this august body, and my voice 
is no. longer to be heard in the Senate chamber, 
still I will not be silent. Although afar off and in 
private life, my voice shall be heard, advising, ur- 
ging, and cheering on my neighbors and country- 
men m'this conflict. 

Mr. President, in the language of the great char- 
ter of our liberties, Í WAS BORN FREE; Į have not 
only been an advocate, but a devotee to freedom 
for many years—from my youth up, even to my 
three score years. If liberty and the rights of 
self-government are to be lost to me, tomy descend- 
ants, even now numerous, and te the great body 
of my countrymen, (which may the God of all 

` mercies forbid!) I pray that we may have some 
choice in the kind of men by: whom we shall be 
ruled. May we be placed under the dominion of 
mind: May we pay our obeisance to the wnajesty 
of genius and intellect. May intellectual men rule 
overs; and may we never be subjected to the 
will of a cold,-heartiess, soulless, unfeeling, cent 
pet cent moneyed power, 
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SPEECH OF MR. BUCHANAN, | - 
> Or PENNSYLVANIA, 

In Senate, Monday, April 23, 1838—On the engrossed 
bill to prohibit the issue and circulation of thè 
notes of the late Bank of the United States, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said there was but one con- 


sideration which ‘could induce him, at the present | 


moment, to take any part in the discussion of. the 
bill now before the Senate. He felt it to be his 
duty to defend the Legislature of the State which 


he had, in part, the honor to represent, from the- 


charge which had been made against them by the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Watt] and sther 
Senators, and by many of the public presses 


throughout the country, that, in rechartering the - 


Bank of the United States, they had* conferred 
upon it the powers’ of a great trading company. 
This charge was wholly unfounded in point of 
fact. The tharter had not: constituted it a trading 
company 3. and he felt himself bound to make the 
most solemn and public denial of that charge. If 
this Bank had become the great cotton merchant 
which was represented, and he cid not doubt the 
fact, it had acted in express violation of its charter. 
Jle therefore rose, not to criminate, but to defend 
the Legislature of his native State. 

The Democratic party of Pennsylvania had been, 
unfortunately, divided in 1835; and the conse- 
quence was the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States. Of the wisdom or policy of this measure 
(said Mr. B.) the Senate of the United States are 
not constituted the judges. I shall never discuss 
that question here. This is not the proper forum. 
I shall leave it to the sovereign people of the State. 
To them, and to them alone, are their representa- 
tives directly responsible for this recharter of the 
Bank. Asacitizen of the State, Ihave, on all 
suitable occasions, both in public and in private, 
expressed my opinion boldly and freely upon the 
subject. In aletter from this city, dated on the 
30th June, 1836, which was published throughout 
the State, I have presented my views in detail upon 
this question ; and I feel no disposition to retract 
or recant a single sentiment which I then ex- 
pressed. Qn the contrary, experience has only 
served to confirm my first convictions. 

My task is now much more agreeable. Itis that 
of defending the very Legislature who renewed the 
charter of the Bank, from the charge which has 
been made and reiterated over and over again, here 
and throughout the country, of having. created a 
vast corporation, with power to deal in cotton, or 
any other article of merchandise. A mere reference 
to the charter, will, of itself, establish my position. 
It leaves no room for argument or doubt. The 
rule of common reason, as well as of common law, 
is, that a corporation can exercise no power, except 
what has been expressly granted by its charter. The 
exercise of any other power, is a mere naked usur- 
pation. On the present occasion, however, I need 
not resort to this rule. ‘The charter not only con- 
fers no such power of trading, but it contains an 
express prohibition againstit. It was approved by 
the Governor on the 18th day of February, 1836, 
and the fifth fundamental article contains the fol- 
lowing provision: “The said corporation shall not, 
directly or indirectly, deal or trade in any thing except 
bills of exchange, gold and silver bullion, or in the sale 
of goods really and truly pledged for money lent and not 
redeemed in due time, or goods which shall be the pro- 
ceeds of its lands.” In this particular, it is buta 
mere transcript from the charter granted to the late 
Bank by Congress on the 10th of April,1816, whirh 
was itself copied from the charter of the first Bank 
of the United States, established in the year 1791. 
I have not recently had an opportunity of examin- 
ing the charter of the Bank of England, but I be- 
lieve it conains a similar provision. The Senate 
will, therefore, at once perceive that there is as lit- 
tle foundation for charging the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania with conferring upon the existing bank the 
enormous powers of a great trading company, as 
there would have been for making a similar charge 
against the first or the last Congress which charter- 


-eda Bank of the United States. It is true that.the 


Bank, under its existing charter, can deal much 
more extensively in stocks than it could have done 


too, in ‘a most essen 


lieves it may violate its charter 


formerly; but this 
question. 


gislature or the Gov 


3 pu “Be 
this as it may, the sin of speculating in cotton lies 
at the door of the Bank, and norat that of the 
Legislature, . a A E 

Heaven knows the Legislature have been súm- 
ciently liberal in conferring . powers upon this in- 
stitution; but I doubt whether. a single member of 
that body would have voted to create a. trading 
company, with a capital of $35,000,000, in union 
with banking privileges. Let us pause and reflect 
for a moment upon the nature and consequences 
of these combined powers. A bank of discount 
and circulation, with such an enormous capital, 


and a trading company united! By expanding ‘or 


contracting its discounts and circulation, asa bank, 
itean render money plenty or money ‘scarce, at 
its pleasure. It can thus raise’or depress the price 
of cotton, or any other: article, arid make the mar- 
ket to suit its speculating purposes. The more 
derangement that exists in the domestic exchanges 
of the country, the larger will be its profits... The 
period of a suspension cf specie payments is ‘its 
best harvest, during which it can amass millions. 
It is clearly the interest of this Bank, whatever 


| may be its inclination, that specie ‘payments should 


continue suspended, and the domestic exchanges 
should continue deranged as long as possible. The 
ruin of the country thus becomes its most abun- 
dant source of profit. Accordingly, what do we 
find to have been its. course of policy? T have 

‘from the 


St, 80 
of this body. Ithasgonei 


other half for specie. 
it has purchased cotton, and sent it to England for 
the purpose of paying its debts there, whilst with 
the specie it has replenished its vaults at-home. In 
other States it has exchanged these dead. notes of 
the old Bank for the notes of the local banks, re- 
ceiving a -large premium on, the transaction, and 
with. the latter has purchased cotton on specula- 
tion. A general resumption of specie. payments 
would at once put an end to this profitable. traffic. 
Ithas, then, first violatad the charter from Con- 
gress by reissuing the notes of the old Bank, and 
then violated the charter from Pennsylvania by 
speculating in cotton. During the suspension of 
specie payments, these notes have been the only 
universal paper circulation throughout the country; 
and thus, by reissuing them, in defiance. of the law, 
the present Bank has been enabled to accumiulate 
extravagant profits. ` E 
Thischarge against the Bank of speculating in 
cotton has never, to my knowledge,’ been contra- 
dicted. We have heard it from the other side of 
the Atlantic, as well as from the South..and. the 
Southwest. ‘The Whig press of our country has 
commended, nay, almost glorified the Bank for go- 
ing into the cotton market, when that article was 
depressed, and making large purchases, and, its 
friends in England have echoed. these. notes. of 
praise.. Its example has produced a new era in 
banking. We find that the Southern, and South- 
western banks have alvo become-cotton merchants; 
and, from present. appearances, the. trade -insthis 


‘great staple of..our. country. is no-longer, to. be 


conducted by private. merchants, bat. by, banking 
corporations. ; i a oe 
Under this sysiem, what will be the-{gte of 
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private merchants? This practice must be arrested, 
or they msut all be ruined. | The one or the other 
alternative is inevitable. What private individual 
can enter the cotlon market in competition with 
the banks of the country} Individual enterprise 
can accomplish nothing in such a struggle. It 
‘would be the spear hurled by the feeble hand of 
the aged Priam, which scarce reached the buckler 
of the gon of Achilles. The Bank of the United 
States, which, according to the testimony of its pre- 
sident, might have destroyed, by an exertion of its 
power, almost every bank in the country, could, 
with much greater ease, destroy any private mer- 
chant who might dare to interfere with its specula- 
tions. Such a contest would be that of Hercules 
contending against an infant. Itcan acquire a 
monopoly against individual merchants in any 
branch of mercantile business in which it may en- 
gage; and, after having prostrated all competition, 
it can then regulate the price of any article of 
commerce according to its pleasure. I do not say 
that such is either its wish or its intention; bat I 
mean thus to illustrate the vast and dangerous 
power which it may exercise as a merchant. The 
East India company monopolized the trade of Asia, 
but it possessed no banking powers. It could not, 
therefore, by curtailing or expanding its issues, 
make money scarce or make money plenty at plea- 
sure, and thereby raise or depress the price of the 


articles in which it traded. In this respect its power | 


as a merchant was inferior to that now exercised 
by the Bank of the United States. 

How vain, then, I might almost say how ridicu- 
lous, is it for the people of the South to make the 
attempt to establish merchants in the Southern sea- 
ports for the purpose of conducting a direct trade 
with Europe in cotton and other articles of their 
production, in opposition to the Bank of the United 
States and their own local banks. ‘This effort must 
fail, or the banks must cease to be merchants. I 
am glad to learn that, at the late Southern conven- 
tion, this alarming usurpation by the banks of the 
appropriate business of the merchant has been 
viewed in its proper light. The time, I--trust, is 
not far distant when they will be confined, by pub- 
lic opinion, to their appropriate sphere. What a 
fatal error it is tor any free people, tempted by pre- 
sent and partial gain, to encourage and foster such 
institutions in a course which must, if pursued, in- 
evitably crush the merchants of the country who 
conduct its foreign trade! Asa class, these mer- 
chants are highly meritorious, and entitled to our 
support and protection against a power which, if 
suffered to be exerted, must inevitably destroy 
them. 

Philadelphia is a city devoted to the interests .of 
the Bank; but even in that city, if it should under- 
take to speculate in flour, incoal, or in any other 
article which is poured into her market froayym 
rich abundance of the State, such conduct would 
not be submitted to fora moment. The Legisla- 
ture of the State would at once interpose to protect 
our merchants. Such an attempt would at once 
break the spell of bank influence. And yet it pos- 
sesses no more power to deal in Southern cotton 
than it does in Pennsylvania flour. It will remaina 
banker at home; whilst its mercantile speculations 
will be confined to the Southern and Southwestern 
provinces of its empire. 

The reason will now, I think, appear manifest 
why the Parliament of Great Britain, the Congress 
of the United States, and the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, have so strictly prohibited their banking 
institutions from dealing in any thing except bills 
of exchange and gold and silver bullion. If the 
Bank of England should dare to invade’ the pro- 
vince of the merchants and manufacturers of 
that country in a similar manner, the attempt 
would instantly be put down. Every man ac- 
acquainted with the history and character of the 
people of England, knows that such would be the 
inevitable consequence. - And yet this violation of 
law, on the part of the Bank of the United States, 
has been lauded in our frée’ Republic. 

‘As I am upon the floor, Ishall proceed briefly to 
discuss the merits of the bill now before the Senate. 
Tt proposes to inflict a fine not exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars, or imprisonment not less ‘than one nor 
more than five years, or both such fine and imprison- 
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ment, at the discretion of the court, upon those who 
shall be convicted under its provisions. Against 
whom does it denounce these penalties? Against di- 
rectors, officers, trustees, or agents of any corpora- 
tion created by Congress, who, after its term of ex- 
istence is ended, shall reissue the dead notes of the 
defunct corporation, and push them into the circu- 
lation of the country, in violation of its original 
charter. The bill embraces no person, acts upon 
no person, interferes with no person, except those 
whose duty it is, under the charter of the old bank, 
to redeem and cancel the old notes as they are pre- 
sezted for payment, and who, in violation of this 
duty, send them again into circulation. 


This bill inflicts severe penalties, and, before we ` 


pass it, we ought to be entirely satisfied, first, that 
the guilt of the individuals who shall violate its 
provisions is sufficiently aggravated to justify the 
punishment: second, that the law will be politic in 
itself; and, third, that we possess the constitutional 
power to enact it. 

Firsi, then, as to the nature and aggravation of 
the offence. The charter of the late Bank of the 
United States expired, by its own limitation, on the 
3d of March, 1836. After that day, it could issue 
no notes, discount no new paper, and exercise none 
of the usual functions of a bank. For two years 
thereafter, until the 3d of March, 1838, it was 
merely permitted to use its corporate name and ca~ 
pacity “ for the purpose of suits for the final settle- 
ment and liquidation of the affairs and accounts of 
the corporation, and for the sale and disposition of 
their estate, real, personal, and mixed; but not for 
any other purpose, or in any other manner, whatso- 
ever.” Congress had granted the bank no power to 
make a. voluntary assignment of its property to any 
corporation or any individual. On the contrary, 
the plain meaning of the charter was, that all the 
affairs of the institution shoald be wound up by 
its own President and Directors. It received 

-no authority to delegate this important trust to 
others; and yet what has it done? On the second 
day of March, 1836, one day before the charter had 
expired, ‘this very president and these directors as- 
signed all the property and effects of the old corpo- 
ration to the Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
States. On the same day, this latter Bank accepted 
the assignment, and’ agreed tə “pay, satisfy, and 
discharge all debts, contracts, and engagements, 
owing, entered into, or made by this [the old} 
Bank, as the same shall become due and payable, 
and fulfil and execute all trusts and obligations whatso- 


ever arising from its transactions, or from any of | 


them, so that every creditor or rightful claimant 
shali be fully satisfied.” By its own agreement, it 
has thus expressly created itself a trustee of the old 
Bank. But this was not necessary to confer upon 
it thatcharacter. By the bare act of accepting the 
assignment, it became responsible, under the laws 
of the land, for the performance of all the duties 
and trasis required by the old charter. Under the 
circumstances, it cannot make the slightest pre- 
tence of any want of notice. 

Having assumed this responsibility, the duty of 
the new Bank was so plain that it could not have 
been mistaken. It had a double character to sus- 
tain. Under the charter from Feansylvania it 
became a new banking corporation; whilst, under 
the assignment from the old Bank, it became a 
trustee to wind up the concerns of that institution 
under the act of Congress. These two characters 
were in their nature separate and distinct, and 
never ought to have been blended. For each of 
these purposes it ought to have kept a separate set 
of books. Above all, as the privilege of circula- 
ting bank notes, and thus creating a paper curren- 
cy, is that function of a bank which most deeply 
and vitally affects the community, the new Bank 
ought to have cancelled or destroyed all the notes 
of the old Bank which it found in its possession on 
the 4th of March, 1836, and ought to have redeem- 
ed the rernainder, at its counter, as they were de- 
manded by the holders, and then destroyed them. 
This obligation no Senator has attempted to doubt, 
ortodeny. But what was the course of the Bank? 
It has grossly violated both the old and the new 
charter. It at once declared independence of both, 
and appropriated to:dtself all the notes of the oid 
Bank, not only those which were then still in circu- 
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lation, but those whieh had been redeemed before 
it accepted the assignment, and were then lying 
dead in its vaults. I have now before me the first 
monthly statement which was ever made by the 
Bank to the Auditor General of Pennsylvania. It 
is dated on the 2d of April, 1836, and: ‘signed J. 
Cowperthwaite, acting cashier. In this statement 
the Bank charges itself with “notes issued,” 
$36,620,420 16; whilst in its cash account, along with 
its specie and the notes of State banks, it credits 
itself with “notes. of the Bank of the United States 
and offices,” on hand, $16,794,713 71. It thus 
seized these dead notes to the amount of $16,794,- 
713 71, and transformed them into cash; whilst 
the difference between those on hand and those 
issued, equal to $19,825,706 45, was the circula- 
tion which the new Bank boasted it had inherited 
from the old. It thus, in an instant, appropriated 
to itself, and adopted as its own circulation, all the 
notes and ail the illegal branch drafts of the old 
Bank which were then in existence. Its baldness 
was equal to its utter disregard of law. In this 
first return, it not only proclaimed to the Legisla- 
ture and people of Pennsylvania that it had disre- 
garded its trust as assignee of the old Bank, by 
Seizing upon the whole of the old circulation and 
converting it to its own use, but that it had viola- 
ted one of the fundamental provisions of its new 
charter. 

In Pennsyivania we have, for many years past, 
deemed it wise to increase the specie basis of our 
paper circulation. We know that, under the uni- 
versal law of currency, smali noles and gold and 
silver coin cf the same denomination cannot ciren- 
laie together. The one will expel the other. Acs- 
cordingiy, itis now long since we prohibited our 
banks from issuing notes ofa less denomination 
than five dollars. The Legislature which rechar- 
tered the Bank of the United States, deemed it wise 
to proceed one step further in regard to this mam- 
moth institution; and in that opinion I entirely con- 
cur. Accordingly, by the sixth fundamental arti- 
cele of its charter, they declare that “the notes and 
bills which shall be issued by order of said corpora- 
‘ion, or under its authority, shall be binding upon 
it; and those made payable to order shal! be as- 
signable by endorsement but none shall be issued of 
a denomination less than ten dollars.” 

Now, it is well known to every Senator within 
the sound of my voice, that a large proportion of 
these resurrection notes, as they have been apuy 
called, which have been issued and reissued by or- 
der of the new bank, are of the denomination of 
five dollars. Here, then, is a plain, palpable viola- 
tion, not only of the spirit, but of the very letter of 
its charier. ‘The Senate will perceive that the 
Bank, as if to mee: ine very case, is not merely 
prohibited from issu‘dg ts own notes, signed by its 
own president and cashier, of a denomination less 
than ten dollars, but this prohibition is extended to 
the notes or bills which shall be issued by its order, 
or under its authority. If Ishould even be mistaken in 
this construction of the law, and I believe 1 am not, 
it would only follow that its conduct has 
not amounted to a legal forfeiture of its char- 
ter. In both cases the violation of the spirit of its 
charter, and the contravention of the wise policy of 
the Legislature, are equally glaring. So entirely 
did the Bank make these dead notes its own peculiar 
circulation, that until July last, in its monthly re- 
turns to the Auditor General of Pennsy!vania, the 
new and the old notes are blended together, withcut 
any distinction. In that return we were, for the 
first time, officially informed that the Bank had 
ever Issued any notes of its own. 

Aad here an incident occurs to me which will be 
an additional proof how lawless is this Bank, when- 
ever obedience to its charter interferes in the least 
degree with its policy. By the tenth fundamental 
article of that charter, it is required to “make to 
the Auditor General monthly returns of its condi- 
von, showing the details of its operations according 
io the forms of the returns the Bank of the United 
States now makes io the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury cf the Unued States, or according to such 
form as may be established by law.” From no 
idle curiosity, bat from a desire to ascertain, as far 
as possible, the condition of the banks of the coun- 
try, and the amount of their circulation, I request 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 


257TH ConG-->.2np SESS. 


Resurrection Notes—Mr. Buchanan. 


GLOBE. 


April 1838. 


Senate. 


ATEAREN PAOTR A RASSA EEES ST TS SST -PDE EEEE ASE EE EEEE SRST SPU E EESE S SF ETE NT AEEA EAA ENESA eE EERE TESEN EOE E a 


ed the Auditor General, during the late special ses- 
sion of Congress in September, to send me the re- 
turs of the bank for that month. In answer, he in- 
formed me, under date of the 22d of September, 
that the bank had not made any return to his of- 
fice since the 15th of the preceding May. Thus, 
from the date of the suspension of specie payments 
until some time after the 22d of September last, 
how long I do not know, a period during which the 
public mind was most anxious on the subject, the 
Bank put this provision of its charter at defiance. 
Whether it thus omitted its duty because at the date 
of the suspension of specie payments it had less 
than a million and a half of specie in its vaults, 
I shall not pretend to determine. If this were the 
reason, Ihave no doubt that it sent to the Auditor 
General all the mtermediate monthly returns on 
the 2d of October, 1837, because at that period it 
had increased its gold and silver to more than three 
millions of dollars. 

In order to illustrate the enormity of the offence 
“now proposed to be punished, Senators have insti- 
tuted several comparisons. No case which they 
have imagined equals the offence as it actually 
exists. Would it not, says one gentleman, be a 
flagrant breach of iru t for an executor, entrusted 
wilh the settlement of his testator’s estate, to reissue, 
ana again put in circulation for his own benefit, the 
bills of exchange or promissory notes which he had 
fonnd among the papers of the deceased, and which 
had been paid and extinguished in his lifetime? } 
answer, that it would. But, in that case, the impo- 
sition upon the community would necessarily be 
limited, whilst the means of detection would be am- 
ple. The same may be observed in regard to the 
case of the trustee, which has been suggested. 
What comparison do these cases bear to that of the 
conduct of the Bank? The amount of its reissues 
of these dead notes of its testator is many millions. 
Their circulation is coextensive with the Union, 
and there is no possible means of detection. No 
man who receives this paper can tell whether it 
belongs to that class which the new Bank originally 
found dead in its vaults, or to that which it hassince 
redeemed and reissued, in violation of law;or to that 
which has remained circulating latoful’y in the com- 
munity, and has never been redeemed since the old 
charter expired. There is no earmark upon these 
notes. It is impossible to distinguish those which 
have been illegally reissued from the rema:nder. 

I can imagine but one case which would present 
any thing like a parallel to the conduct of the Bank. 
In October last, we authcrized the issue of 
$10,000,000 of Treasury notes, and directed that 
when they were received in payment of the public 
dues, they shuuld not be reissued, but be cancelled, 
Now, suppose the Secretary of the Treasury had hap- 
pended to be the president of a bank in this Dis- 
trict, and, in that character, had reissued these 
dead Treasury notes, which he ought to have can- 
celled, and again put them into circulation, in vio- 
lation of the Jaw, then a case would exist which 
might be compared with that now before the Senate. 
If such a case should ever occur, would not the Se- 
cretary at once be impeached; and is there a Sena- 
tor upon this floor who would not pronounce hira 
guilty? The pecuniary injury to the Waited States 
might be greater in the supposed than in the actual 
case; but the degree of moral guilt would be the 
same, 

Whether it be politic to pass this law is a more 
doubtful question. Judging from past experience, 
the Bank may openly violate its provisions with 
impunity. It can easily evade them by sending 
packages of these old notes to the South and South- 
west, by its agents, thereto be reissued by banks or 
individuals in its confidence. There is one fact, 
however, from which I am encourged to hope that 
this law may prove effectual. No man on this 
floor has attempted to§ justify, or even to palliate, 
the conduct of the Bank. Its best friends have 
not dared to utter a single word in ils defence 
against this charge. The moral influence of their 
silence, and the open condemnation of its conduct 
by some of them, may induce the Bank to obey the 
law. 

I now approach the question—do Congress pos- 
sess power under the Constitution to pass this bill? 
In.other words, have we power to restsain the tius- 


tees of our own Bank from reissuing the old notes 
of that institution which have already been re- 
deemed and ought to be destroyed? Can there be 
2 doubt of the existence of this power? The bare 
statement of the question seems to me sufficient to 
remove every difficulty. It is almost too plain for 
argument. I should be glad if any geatleman 
would even prove this power to be doubtful. In 
that event I should refrain from its exercise. I am 
a State Rights man, and in favor of a strict con- 
straction of the Constitution. The older I grow, 
and the more experience I acquire, the more deep- 
ly rooted does this doctrine become in my mind. I 
consider a strict construction of the Constitution 
necessary not only to the harmony which ought to 
exist between the Federal and State Governments, 
bat to the perpetuation of the Union. I shall ex- 
ercise no power which I do net consider clear. I 
call upon gentlemen, therefore, to break their deter- 
mined silence upon this subject, and convince me 
even that the existence of the power is doubtful. 
If they do, I pledge myself to vote against the 
passage of the bill. 

If this power could only be maintained by some 
of the arguments advanced by the friends of the 
bill, ia the early part of this discussion, it never 
should receive my vote. Principles were then 
avowed scarcely less dangerous and unsound 
than the principle oa which the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Prentiss] insists that the friends of the 
bill must claim this power. He contends that it 
does not exist at all, unless it be under that con- 
struction of the Constitution advocated by his 
friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wenster,] which 
would give to Congress power over the whole pa- 
per currency of the country under the coining and 
commercial powers of the Constitution, The Sena- 
tor from Connecticut [Mr. Nines] was the first in 
this debate who presented in bold relief the princi- 
ple on which this bill can securely rest. 

Neither shall I dodge this question, as some Se- 
nators have done, by taking shelter under the pre- 
text that it is a question for the judiciary to decide, 


-whether the {general language of the bill be ap- 


plicable to the oflicers of the Bank of the United 
States under the Pennsylvania charter. We all 
know that it was intended to embrace them. 1n- 
deed, it was their conduct, and that alone, which 
called this bill into existence. It is true that the pro- 
visions of the bill extend to all corporations created 
by Congress; but it is equally certain, that had 
it not been intended to apply to the Bank 
of the United States, it would have been 
confined in express terms to the District of Colum- 
bia, where alone corporations now exist under the 
authority of Congress. Away with all such sub- 
terfuges! I will have none of them. 

Suppose, sir, thatat any time within the period of 
two years thus allowed by the charter to the president 
and directors of the Bank to wind up its affairs, 
these officers, created under your own authority, had 
attempted to throw thirty millions of dollars of 
their dead paper again into circulation, would you 
have had no power to pass a Jaw to prevent and 
to punish such an atrocious fraud? Would you 
have been compelled to look on and patiently sub- 
mit to sucha violation of the charter which you 
had granted? Have you created an institution, 
and expressly limited its term of existence, which 
you cannot destroy, afier that term has expired? 
This would indeed be a political Hydra which 
must exist for ever, without any Hercules to de- 
stroy it. If you possess no power to restrain the 
circulation of the notes of the old Bank, they may 
continue to circulate forever in defiance of the 
power whieh called them into existence. You have 
created that which you have ne power to destroy, 
although the law which gave it birth limited the 
term of its existence. Will any Senator contend that 
during these two years allowed by the charter for 
winding up the concerns of the bank, we possessed 
no power to restrain ils president and directors 
from reissuing these eld notes? There is no man 
on this floor bold enough to advance such a doc- 
irine. This point being conceded, the power to 
pass the present bill follows asa necessary conse- 
quence. 

If the president and directors of the old Bank 


eould not evade our authority, the next question is, 


—— 


whether, by assigning the property of the corpora- 
tion to a trustee the day before the charter expired, |. 
and delivering up to him the old notes which ought to 
have been cancelled, they were able to cut this trus-. 
tee loose from the obligations which had been impos- 
ed upon them by the charter, and from the au- 
thority of Congress. Vain and impotent, indeed, would 
this Government be, if its authority could be set’at 
nought by such a shallow contrivance. No, sir, 
the fountain cannot ascend beyond its source. . The 
assignee in such a case is: not released from any 
obligation which the assignor assumed by accepting 
the original charter. In regard to Congress, the 
trustee stands in the same situation with the presi- 
dent and directors of the old Bank. We have the 
same power to compel him to wind up the concerns 
of the bank, according to the charter, that we might 
have exercised. against those from whom he ac- 
cepted the assignment. The question is too plain 
for argument. 

The present case is still stronger than: the one 
which I have presented. It is an assignmeat by 
the old Bank of the United States, not to strangers, 
not to third persons, but to themselves, in the new 
character conferred upon them by the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania. The new charter expressly in- 
corporates all the stockholders of the old Bank, 
except the United States, so that the individuals 
composing both corporations were identical. For 
the purpose of effecting this transfer from them- 
selves to themselves, they got up the machinery of 
one President and one Board cf Directors for the 
old Bank, and another President and another Board 
of Directors for the new Bank. What kind of an- 
swer, then, would it be to Congress for them to say, 
True, we accepted a charter under your authority, 
by which we were bound to reissue none of, our 
old notes after the 3d March, 1836, but we have 
since assumed a new character; and under our old 
character, we have transferred the Bank which 
you created, to ourselves in our new character; 
and we have thus released ourselves from all our 
old obligations, and you have no constitutional 
power to enforce them against us? No sir, no sir; 
we have the power, and it is our duty, to compel 
the president and directors of the Bank, which we 
established, or their assignees, to close its concerns; 
and this power will conunue until the duty shall be 
finally accomplished. The one power is a neces- 
sary implication from the other. If this duty has 
not been performed within the two years which we 
have allowed for.its fulfilment, our power depends 
not upon any such limitation, but upon the fact 
whether the concerns of the Bank have been ac- 
tually closed. If this were not the case, then all 
the affairs of the Bank left unfinished at the end of 
these two years would be outlawed. This limita- 
tion was intended not to abridge the power of Con- 
gress, but to hasten the action of the president and 
directors in winding up the concerns of the Bank. 
At this very session, and since the two years have 
expired, Congress has passed an act, without a 
shadow of opposition from any quarter, giving the 
president and directors of the old Bank authority 
to prosecute and defend existing suits. I should 
be glad to see any Senator rise in his place, and 
make even a plausible argument in opposition to 
these plain and almost self-evident positions. 

In this brief argument, I have not attempted to 
derive any power from the fact that the United 
States were proprietors of ene-fifth of the stock of 
the old Bank, and that they might be rendered re- 
sponsible, either legally or equitably, for the-even- 
tual redemption of these dead notes. I disclaim 
any such source of power. To be a proprietor is 
one thing, and to be a sovereign is another. The 
mere fact that we owned stock can confer no power 
upon us, which we would not have possessed, had 
we never been interested to the amount ofa dollar. 
We should have the same power to wind up a bank 
emanating from our sovereign authority in the 
one case as in the other.. We possess the same 
power to close the concerns of all the banks in 


_the District of Columbia after their charters shall 


have expired, although we are not proprietors of 
any of their stock, which we have to wind up the 
Bank of the United States, in’ which we were 80 
deeply interested. : 
I need scarcely observe that I do not- contend for 
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any power to punish citizens of the United States, 
or even the officers of banking institutions, 
except such of them only as the trustees of 
the Bank created by ourselves, for issuing 
these dead notes. We intend to punish the 
trustees under our own law, and them alone for the 
violation ofthat law, These notes may circulate 
from hand to hand without rendering those who 
receive or those who pay them obnoxious to any 
punishment. Even if we possessed the power, it 
would be highly unjust to attempt its exercise. As 
I observed before, these notes have no earmarks, 
and no man can tell whether any one of them has 
been illegally reissued by the bank since the 3d 
March, 1836, or whether it was issued before that 
date, and has continued legally to circulate in 
the community ever since. 

I repeat, I should be glad to see any Senator, 
and especially any one who believes that 
Congress possesses the constitutional power to 
charter a Bank of the United States, rise ‘in 
his place, and make even a plausible argument 
in opposition to the plain and almost self-evident 
positions whieh I have taken in support of the 
power to pass this bill. Those Senators who doubt 
or who deny our power to create such a bank are 
pladéed in a different situation, because their vote in 
favor of this bill might at first view seem, by im- 
plication, to concede that power. This objection 
does not appear to me to be sound. ‘That question 
cannot be fairly raised by this bill. Whether the 
charter of the late Bank was constitutional is no 
longera fair subject of consideration. It was adopted 
by Congress, approved by the President, and after- 
wards pronounced tobe constitutional by the high- 
est judicial tribunal of the land. It thus received 
every sanction necessary to make it binding on the 
people of the United States. The question was thus 
settled beyond the control of any individual, and it 
was the duty of every good citizen to submit. Un- 
der every Government there must be a time when 
such controversies shall cease; and you might now 
as well attempt to exclude Louisiana from the 
Union, because you may believe her admission was 
unconstitutional, as to act upon the principle, in the 
present case, that Congress had mo power to char- 
ter the late Bank. No man on this floor had ever 
avowed that he would vote to repeal the charter of 
the late Bank, during the twenty years of its exist- 
ence, because he might have thought it was origi- 
nally unconstitutional. During this period all were 
obliged to submit. Under such circumstances, it 
would be carrying constitutional scruples very far, 
indeed, for any gentleman to contend that, although 
the Bank has existed under the sanction of a law 
which we were all bound to obey, we cannot now 
execute that law and close its concerns, because as 
individuals we may have deemed it to be originally 
unconstitutional. Ifit had been so, the obligation 
upon us would only be the stronger to wind it up 
finally, and thus terminate its existence. 

I most cheerfully admit that if an attempt should 
ever be made to charter another bank, the question 
of constitutional power would then again be referred 
to each individual member of Congress, to be de- 
cided according to the dictates of his own judgment 
and his own conscience. 

Before I take my seat, I intend to make some 
remarks on the causes of the suspension of specie 
payments by the banks of the country, and the 
causes equally powerful which must, and that 
ere long, compel a resumption. 

The late manifesto issued by the present Bank 
of the United States displays, upon its face, that it 
has inherited from the old bank an unconquerable 
disposition to interfere in the politics of the coun- 
try. This has been its curse, its original sin, to 
which it owes all its calamities and all its misfor- 
tunes. It has not yet learned wisdom from its 
severe experience. Would that it might, and con- 
fine itself to its appropriate sphere! Asa citizen 
of Pennsylvania, I most ardently and devoutly 
express this wish. It has now set itself up, as the 
primary power, against the resumption of specie 
payments, and has attempted to enlist in the same 
cause all the other banks of the country. Its lan- 
guage to them is, that “ the Bank of the United 
States makes common cause with the other banks.” 
And again: “ They (the hanks) are now safe and 


strong, and they should not venture beyond their 
entrenchments, while the enemy is in the plain 
before them.” ‘ The American banks should do, 
in short, what the American army did at New 
Orleans, stand fast behind their cotton bales, until 
the enemy has left the country.” 

Thus whilst every eye and every heart was di- 
rected to the banks, expecting anxiously from them 
a speedy resumption of specie payments, this grand 
regulator of the currency has proclaimed to the 
country that all its vast power will be exerted to 
prevent the accomplishment of our wishes. 

The Bank does not even attempt to conceal the 
fact that, in pursuing this course, it has been ac- 
tuated by political hostility against the present Ad- 
ministration. It has boldly avowed that ‘ if the 
banks resume, and are able, by sacrificing the 
community, to continue for a few months, it will 
be conclusively employed at the next elections to show 
that the schemes of the Executive are not as destructive 
as they will prove hereafter.” In plain language, 
the banks must not resume before the next elec- 
tions; they must not open their vaults, pay their 
honest debts, and thusredeem the country from the 
curse of an irredeemable paper currency ; because, 
if they should, this may operate in favor of the 
present Administration, and place its opponents in 
a minority. And such is the conduct of the Bank 
whilst it vaunts its own ability to resume imme- 
diately. 

The Bank proceeds still further, and complains 
that “bank notes are proscribed not merely from 
the land offices, but from all payments of every 
description to the Government.” I would ask, has 
any Senator upon this floor, has any statesman of 
any party in the country, ever raised his voice in 
favor of the receipt by the Government of irredeem- 
able bank paper? I beg their pardon; two Senators 
have proposed such a measure, (Messrs. Preston 
and Cray;] but I will do them the justice to say, 
that although I considered their proposition most 
unwise and impolitic, and resisted it as such at the 
time, yet they intended by this means to enable the 
banks the sooner to resume specie payments. 


Mr. Preston. It was exclusively limited to that 
consideration. 

Mr. Bocnanan. Although the proposition was 
limited to the first of August, the Senators them- 
selves, upon reflection, thought it so improper that 
they abandoned it, and we have heard nothing of it 
since. 

‘What would have been the condition of the coun- 
try, at the present moment, had we received irre- 
deemable bank notes in payment of the public 
dues? The banks, by our conduct, would have 
been encouraged to increase their discounts and 
expand their issues, and we should have gone 
from bad to worse, until, at this moment, we 
should have had no prospect of the resumption of 
specie payments. Mr. Cheves has informed us 
that if the Government had not stood firm in 1819 
against the receipt of irredeemable notes, the banks 
would at that period have suspended. Much more 
necessary is it that we should now maintain the 
same ground, in order to secure a resumption. 
Had we pursued any other course, it is true we 
should have had but one currency for the Govern- 
ment and the people; but it would have been a 
currency of irredeemable bank rags, without the 
hope of a better. And yet the Bank of the United 
States complains that the Government does not re- 
ceive such paper. In order to have done so, we 
must have repealed the existing laws upon the sub- 
ject; and who has ventured to propose any such 
measure? 

The Bank of the United States has succeeded, at 
the late Bank Convention in New York, in keeping 
its forces behind their cotton bales. The banks of 
only two States in the Union have voted against 
the resolution to suspend the resumpticn of specie 
payments until the first day of January next. 
These were New York and Mississippi; and 
whether the latter voted thus because their banks 


are ready now to resume, or desired to postpone | 


resumption ‘until a still more distant day, I shall 
not pretend to determine. After this display of 
power, no one will question the ability of the Bank 
to keep its forces behind their entrenchments, un- 


less they should be driven into the plain by the re- 
sistlėss power of public opinion. 

Several weeks ago I attempted to imitate the 
illustrious examples which had been set before me 
on this floor, and became a political prophet. I 
then predicted that, before the close of the present 
year, commerce and manufactures would again 
revive and flourish, and the country would be 
restored to its former prosperity. The-signs of the 
times have already confirmed the truth of this pro- 
phecy. Encouraged by past experience, I shall 
venture to make another prediction: There is not 
a sound and solvent bank in any of the Atlantic 
States of this Union, including the Bank of the 
United States, which will not have resumed specie 
payments Jong before the first of January. Alt 
the opposition cf the banks themselyes cannot pre- 
vent this result. Inthe very nature of things it 
must come to pass. The power of public opinion 
is yet still greater in this conntry than that of the 
banks. The Bank of the United States will not be 
able to keep its forces behind their cotton bags un- 
til so late a period. 

Tt is now too late in the day for us any longer to 
doubt what was the true cause of the suspension of 
specie payments. That question has been settled 
on the other side as well as on this side of the At- 
lantic. Abundance of light has been shed upon 
this subject, and no two sound-judging men, at all 
acquainted with the facts, can arrive at different 
conclusions. It has already become history. And 
yet the Bank, in its manifesto, has not once alluded 
io this cause. What was it? In the perpetaal 
fluctuations which must ever be produced by our 
present banking system, unless it should be regu- 
lated by State legislation, of which I now almost 
de-pair, it was expanded in the commencement of 
the vear 1837 alincst to the point of explosien. 
Tue butle is created, it expands, and reflects the 
most brilliant colors. Its admirers gaze upon it 
with hope and ecstacy, when, suddenly, it bursts, 
and leaves themin ruin and despair. Sach has 
been the his.ory of the past, and such wiil be that 
of the future. This expansion had produced, as it 
must ever produce, enormous speculation and 
over-trading. The commercial debt which we then 
owed to England for foreign merchandise was im- 
mense, We must have suffered the fatal collapse 
sooner or later, but a circumstance’ then occurred 
in England which at once produced the expiasion. 
It was the spark applied to the magazine of gun- 
powder. 

Asimilarstate ofexpansion then existed in England, 
They were threatened with similar evils from ex- 
travagant bank credits, and their inevitable conse- 
quence—enormous speculation and over-trading. 
The Bank of England had in vain attempted to 
contrel the joint-steck banks, and confine them 
within reasonable limits. She at last became 
alarmed for her own safety. In the beginning of 
1857 her stock of specie was reduced to about four 
millions of pounds sterling, or one-sixth of ber cir- 
culation and deposites. This was not mere than 
one-half of the proportion which, itis believed, she 
ought to have in order to render her secure. The 
State of the foreign exchanges was gradually with- 
drawing the remaining bullion from her vaults. At 
this crisis, under the influence of a panic, she with- 
drew her credits from the American houses in Eng- 
land, and ruined them. The price of cotton, in 
consequence, suddenly feli from nineteen and 
twenty cents to seven and eights cents per pound; 
and thus, according to the best and most discreet 
estimate which I have seen, we lost at least thirty 
millions of dollars. This sum was thus, as it were, 
in a single moment, abstracted from our means of 
paying the immense commercial balance against 
us. At the close of this disastrous operation, that 
balance was estimated at forty millions of dollars 
What was the immediate consequence? A drain of 
specie then commenced from our banks for expor- 
tation, in order to pay this debt, and they were 
thuscompelled to suspend or be ruined. Another 
circumstance existed to increase our embarrass- 
ments. Our merchants had drawn heavy bills up- 
on England, predicated upon the cetton which they 
had shipped there, expeeting to receive the old 
prices. In consequence of the sudden fail of prices, 
these bills were dishonored, and came baek pre: 
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tested. Thus many of our largest mercantile 
houses were ruined. 

The catastrophe proceeded from the same canses, 
and was similar in both countries, except that im 
England the banks were not compelled to suspend 
specie payments, The revenue of both has been 
insufficient to meet the current expenses of the Go- 
vernment, and each will be obliged to borrow near- 
ly the same sum to supply the.deficiency. 

This is now history, which can neither be chang- 
ed nor perverted. On both sides of the Atlantic all 
men of business- and practical statesmen have come 
to the same conclusion. Away, then, with your 
Specie Cireular, your mismanagement of the depo- 
sites, and your clamor raised by the Executive 
against bank notes, as the causes of the suspension 
of specie payments. The Bank calculates too 
much upon the political credulity of the people, 
when, at this late day, after the subject is perfectly 
understood, it attempts to palm off upon them such 
exploded reasoas for the suspension. A convul- 
sion which has shaken the commercial world to its 
centre, and has extended over three quarters of the 
globe, could never spring from such trivial causes. 

If the Exccutive has -been carrying. on a war 
against the credit system of the country, and in fa- 
vor of.an exclusive metallic currency for the people 
of the United States, Lam ignorant of the fact. I 
have never even suspected it. I believe this is a 
mere phantom which has beenconjured up to alarm 
the fears of the timid. If the President ever should 
wage any such war, I shall not fight under his banner. 
The only pretext upon which this charge has been 
founded is, that he and his political friends desire 
to separate the business of the Treasury from that 
of the banks, not to render them hostile to each 
other. Until that propitious day shall arrive, we 
shall be forever agitated by the connection of the 
currency with our miserable party polities. Politi- 
cal panics, political pressures, charges against the 
Government for exercising an improper influence 
over the banks, and charges against the banks for 
interfering with the politics of the country; all, all 
which have kept us in a state of constant agita- 
tion for the last seven years will continue to exist, 
and will be brought into action upon „every succes- 
sive election for President and Vice President. We 
shall thus continue ina state of perpetual commo- 
tion; and the great interests of the country will be 
sacrificed. Let the Treasury and the banks part 
in peace, and whilst they are mutually indepen- 
dent, let them wage no war against each other; and 
l solemnly belicve it would be the greatest blessing 
which could be conferred upon both parties. To 
this extent Į shouid go with the President il I had 
the power; but when I determine to obey instruc- 
tions, I shall do it honestly and fairly. 1 shail, 
therefore, say no more on this subject. 

It is true that at the special session I did endea- 
vor to prove that the present banking system, un- 
der its existing regulations, wax one of the very 
worst which the art of man coulddevise. Under 
it, ruinous expansions and revulsions must con- 
tinue to succeed each other at stated perods, and 
many ofthe best and most exterprising men of the 
country must become its victims. I then expressed 
a hope, not unmingled with fear, that the State Le- 
gislatures at their next session might impose whole- 
some restrictions upon their banking institutions— 
restrictions which would prove equally advania- 
geous to the banks and the people. These Legisla- 
tures have all now risen without prescribing any 
such regulations, and we are destined again and 
again to pass through the same vicissitudes which 
we have so often already witnessed. 

The Whigs have always been exceedingly un- 
lucky in regard to the time of these periodical re- 
vulsions, occasioned by excessive banking. They 
have either come. too soon or too late tu answer 
their political purposes. Had the suspension of 
specie payments occurred one year sooner than it 
did, the -hero of Tippecanoe might have been the 
successor of the-hero of New Orleans. But the re- 
vulsion.came-again at the. wrong time; and long 
before the Presidential election of 1840, the country 
will again-be.prosperous. The effects of the sus- 
pension. will have. passed away, like the baseless 
fabric of a yision,.without leaying a trace behind. 


Our late experience has been so severe, that the 


next bank explosion may possibly be postponed 
until the year 1844. Whom it may then benefit I 
know noi, nor do I much care, One thing is cer- 
tain, that these revulsions can never do any thing 
but injary to the party in power. It is the nature 
of man to accuse the Government, or any thing 
else, except his own misconduct, for his misfor- 
tunes. f 

I now approach a much more agreeable part of 
my subject; and that is, to prove thatthe banks 
must and will speedily resume specie payments. I 
shall attempt to establish that now is the very time, 
the accepted time, the best time, and, withm the 
period of a ‘ew months, the only time, when they 
can resume, without the least embarrassment. 
Some of the causes which will speedily effect this 
happy result, I shall enumerate. 

In the first place, I shall do the banks of the 
country generally the justice to say, that since the 
suspension of specie payments they have curtailed 
their circulation and their loans to a great extent, 
and have done every thing they reasonably could 
to atone for their past extravagance. The banks 
of Pennsylvania, including that of the United States, 
daring a period of ten months, commencing in 
January, and ending in November, 1837, had re- 
duced their circulation from twenty-five millions 
and a quarter to almost seventeen inillions, and 
their discounts from eighty-six millions anda half 
to nearly seventy-one millions, whilst, daring the 
same period, they had increased their specie from 
five millions and three-quarters to upwards or 
seven millions. From all I can learn, they have 
been since progressing at nearly the same rate, 
though I have not seen their official returns. 
The banks of other States have been generally pur- 
suing the same course. The consequence is, that 
the confidence of the country in their banking insti- 
tutions has been, in a great degree, restored. I feel 
convinced that if they should resume specie pay- 
ments to-morrow, in the interior of Pennsylvania, 
at least, there would be no run upon them, except 
for as much silver change as might be required to 
supply the place of the miserable trash now in cir- 
culation ander the denomination of shinplasters. 
Besides, they would soon receive on deposite a 
greater amount from those who have been hoarding 
specie, under the belief that it would be safer at 
home than in the banks, and in the hope that they 
might hereafier use it to great advantage. No 
foreign demand now exists to drain the banks of 
their specie; on the contrary, the reflux tide has set 
in strongly, and is now wafting immense sums of 
gold and silver to our shores. 

But, sir, another powerful cause of resumption 
exists. Our exports of cotton have, many months 
ago, paid our foreign commercial debt. Whilst 
that has been extingished, the disastrous condition 
of our currency has reduced almost to nothing the 
orders of our merehants for foreign goods. Our 
imports are of small comparative value. In the 
mean time, our cotton crop of 1837 has been re- 
gularly and steadily seeking its accustomed mar- 
kets in England and France. We have sold 
much, and bought little, and the balance in our 
favor is nearly all returning in specie. From the last 
English accounts which 1 have seen, the exports 
of specie from that country to this were still on 
the increase; and now, by almost every vessel 
from abroad which reaches our shores, we are re- 
ceiving gold and silver. Specie, by the latest ad- 
vices, was the most profitable means of remit- 
tance from England to the United States, yielding 
a profit of four per cent. When Congress met 
in September last, the rate of Exchange against 
us on England was upwards of twenty per cent, 


It is tow reduced to six per cent. which is three or’ 


four per cent. below the specie par. A great re- 
volution in so short a period! It proves how vast 
are the rescurces of our country. 

This great revolution has been effected by means 
of our cotton. The English manufacturers must 
have this article, or be ruined. This necessity has 


reversed the ordinary laws of trade, and the fo- 


reign market for it has remained firm and steady, 
although we bring home scarcely any equivalent, 
except in specie. i 
H a large portion of our: cotton crop. still re- 
mains unsold, so much the better. The golden 


tide will continue so much’ the “longet to Row into” 
our country. It is the policy of our banks to take 
it at the flood, and'go‘on to fortune. If the banks ` 
do but seize the present golden opportunity, they ` 
will have completely fortified themselves before a’ 
reverse can come. “This state of things cannot al: 
ways continue. A reaction must océur. If the 
banks wait for thé ebbing ‘tide, and postpone a re-" 
sumption until our merchants shall make ‘heavy’ 
purchases abroad, and specie shall’ béegin'to be ex 
ported, they will then encouiiter difficulties which 
they need not now dread. I again repeat that this ` 
moment is the accepted time for the banks to re~ 
sume. 3 : 

But itis not only the ordinary laws of trade which 
are now bringing vast amounts’ of specie to oar’ 
country. Two other causes are operating power- 
fully to produce this result. l l 

The conduct of the Bank of England, in arrest- 
ing its credits to the American houses, which was 
the immediate cause of the suspension of specie 
payments, has been loudly condemned by men of 
all parties there. ‘This measure has done 
that country nearly as much injury as it has 
done this, because England must always suffer 
from every derangement in our currency. The. 
Bank is now conscious of this truth,’ and is’ 
retracing her steps. She has increased her stock of ; 
bullion between February, 1837, and March, 1838; 
from £4,032,090 to upwards of ten millions. ster- 
ling. She is now strong, and it is her interest, as 
well as that of the people of England, that ‘she 
should use this strength in assisting us to résume’ 
specie payments. Accordingly, she has, through 
the agency of one of our most intelligent and en- 
terprising citizens, made an arrangement to furnish’ 
the banks of New York one million sterling in ` 
specie, to aid them in resuming payments in gold ~ 
and silver, This million is now arriving, by in- 
stalments, in the United States. In resuming at 
the present moment, our banks have every thing to 
hoye, and nothing to fear, from England. 

Again: ‘The spirit of internal improvement is 
abroad throughout our land. States and private ` 
companies have loans to make for the purpose of 
erecting their public works. Money is now plenty 
in England, and is every where seeking an invest-' 
ment. The derangement in the business of that” 
country has thrown capital out iof employment. 
The rate of interest has been reduced’ to three and 
three and a half per cent. Their capitalists are’ 
anxious to make secure investments in loans to 
our different State Governments, and incorporated ` 
companies, at a higher rate of interest than they can 
obtain at home. These loans are now being dispo- 
sed of in England to a very large amount; and the 
greater proportion of their proceeds must return in 
specie to this country. Every thing is propitious 
to an immediate resumption by our banks. 

Will the Bank of the United States resume? I: 
confess I do not doubt the fact. She has made a 
false movement, and it is the great prerogative of 
strength to acknowledge and retrieve an error. Her 
late manifesto against the resumption of specie 
payments has not found a single advocate on this 
floor. Ithas struck dumb all her friends: “But 
yestercay she might have stood against the world. 
To-day there is none so poor as to do her reverence. 
Even those who. must politically suffer by the re- 
sumption, because “it will be conclusively em- 
ployed at the next elections, to show ‘that the 
schemes of the Executive are not so destructive as 
they will prove hereafter,” have not dared to break 
a lance in her defence. This was not wout to be.the 
case in days of yore, for hitherto her champions 
have been always ready to do battle in her. cause. 
Notwithstanding all which has been said upon the 
subject, I am not one of those who ‘believe that the 
Bank of the United States is not able to resume.’ 
Although the statement of her condition, as recently 
published, is not very flattering, yet her resources 
are vast. She is able if she were willing. -Of ‘this 
I cannot entertain a doubt. i 

Again: Will not the Bank take compassion on 
the good city of Philadelphia, which has ever beén _ 
devoted to its interest?’ Boston has been called the © 
Athens of America; New “York; theg Com". 
mercial Emporium; and Baltimore, the Ménumen 
tal City; whilst Philadelphia has beén distidgiishéd 
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by the name of the City of the Bank or marble pa- 
lace; and well have her citizens ‘¢arned this distinc- 
tion by their loyalty. Will the Bank now consent 
to see her commerce and trade Janguish, and her 
star wane before that of New York, rather than re- 
trace its steps and resume specie payments? No, 
never. Forbid it, gratitude! f 

That this must be. the effect, who can doubt? 
Merchants who come from a distance to purchase 
goods with money in hand will’go where they can 
buy the cheapest; and goods at a specie standard 
must always be cheaper than in'a depreciated cur- 
rency. Those who have produce to sell, especially 
if the sale is to be made upon eredit, will select 
that market where they will receive its price in a 
sound currency. Already the prospect of resump- 
tion in New York has made Philadelphia bank 
notes worth less by five per cent. than those of that 
city. What will this difference become when the 
one city shall have resumed, and the circulation of 

the other shal! be irredeemable paper?) Who that 
has money to remit or deposite will send it to Phi- 
ladelphia, to be returned in notes depreciated to an 
extent which cannot be foreseen, when they can 
send it to New York with a perfect confidence that 
it will be returned to them according to the specie 
‘standard? Under such a state of things, the trade 
of New York must increase and flourish at the ex- 
pense of that of Philadelphia. I have not time, at 
present, to enter into furiher particulars on this 
branch of the subject. 

The people of Pennsylvania have submitted pa- 
tiently to the suspension of specie payments by 
their banks. They have bowed to the necessity 
which existed, and have treated them with kindness 
and generosity. The Bank of the United Stateshas 
proclaimed its ability to resume, and our other 
banks are in the same situation. The necessity for 
a further suspension no longer exists. Pay your 
honest debts when you are able, is a maxim dear 
to the people of Pennsylvania. ‘This duty has now 
become a question of morality, far transcending 
‘any question of policy. If these privileged corpo- 
rations now any longer refuse to pay their honest 
debts, cither for the sake of their own advantage, 
or from a desire to elevate one political party and 
depress ancther, the indignation of honest men, of 
all parties, will be roused against them. There 
will be a burst of popular feeling from our moun- 
tains and our valleys, which they will be compelled 
to respect. Thank God! public opinion in the in- 
terior of Pennsylvania is yet stronger than the mo- 
ney power. Our people will never submit to the 
degradation that their banks shall furnish them no 
currency but that of irredeemable paper; whilst, 
‘throughout the State of New York, the banks shall 
have resumed specie payments. Nothing could 
be more wounding to my own pride, asa Penn- 
sylvanian. 

Tf our banks should hold out, under ihe com- 
mand of their great leader, until the first day of 
January next, many of them will never be able to 
‘resume. The public confidence, which their con- 
duct since the suspension has hitherto inspired, 
will long ere that distant day cease to exist. No 
run would now be made on them in case they resume; 
but if they are forced into the measure by public 
opinion, after resisting as long as they can, the 
days of many of them will then be numbered. 
Honesty, duty, policy, all conspire to dictate to 
‘ them a speedy resumption. 

In conclusion, permit me to remark, that the 
people of the United States have abundant cause 
for the deepest gratitude towards that great and 

glorious man now in retirement for preventing the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States. He is 
emphatically the man of the age, and has left a 
deeper and more enduring impress upon it than 
any individual of our couniry. ` Still, in regard to 
the bank, he performed but half bis work. For its 
completion we are indebted to the president of the 
Bank. Had-the Bank confined. itself, after it ac- 
cepted the charter from Pennsylvania, to its mere 
Banking and financial operations=-had it exerted 
fts power 16 regulate the domestic éxchanges of the 
eourtry—and, above ail, had it taken the lead in 
thé resuniption of specie payments, a new bank, 
Pheenix-like, might have drisen from the ashes of 
theold. That danger, from present appearances, 
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has now passed away. The open defiance of Con- 
gress by the Bank—the laws of the country .over 
and over again violated—its repeated aitempts to 
interfere in the party politics of the day—all, all 
have taught the people the danger of such a vast 
moneyed corporation. Mr, Biddle has finished the 
work which Gen. Jackson only commenced. 

Not one particle of personal hostility towards 
that gentleman has been mingled in my discus- 
sion of the question. On the contrary, as a pri- 
vate gentleman, I respect him; and my personal 
intercourse with him, though not frequent, has 
been of the most agreeable character. I am al- 
ways ready to do justice to his great and varied 
talents. I have spoken of the public conduct of 
the Bank over which he presides with the freedom 
and boldness which I shall always exercise in the 
performance of my public duties. It is the Pre- 
sident of the Bank, not the man, that I have as- 
sailed. It is the nature of the institution over 
which he presides that has made him what he is. 
Like all other men, he must yield to his destiny. 
The possession of such vast and unlimited powcr, 
continued for a long period of years, would have 
turned the head of almost any other man, and 
have driven him to as great excesses. 

In vain you may talk to me about paper re- 
strictions in the charter of a bank of sufficient 
magnitude to be able to crush the other banks of 
the country. When did a vast moneyed monopo- 
ly ever regard the law, if any great interest of its 
own stood in the way? It will then violate its 
charter, and its own power will secure it impuni- 
ty. It well knows that in its destruction the ruin 
of hundreds and thousands would be involved, 
and therefore itcan do almost what it pleases. The 
history of the Bank for several years past has 
been one continized history of violated laws, and 
of attempts to interfere in the politics of the coun- 
try. Create «nother bank, and place any other 
man at ils head, and the resuit wili be same. Such 
an institution will always hereafter prove too strong 
for the Govern ment; because we cannot again expect 
to see, at least in our day, another Andrew Jackson 
in the Presidential chair. . On the other hand, 
should such a bank, wielding the moneyed power 
of the country, form an alliance with the political 
power, and that is the natural position of the par- 
ties, their combined influence would govern the 
Union, and liberty might become an empty name. 


MR. BUCHANAN’S REPLY TO MR. CLAY, 
ON THE SAME DAY. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had never enjoyed 
many triumphs, and therefore he prized the more 
highly the one which he had won this day. He 
had forced the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cray,] to break that determined silence which 
had hitherto sealed his lips on the subject of this 
bill. Thus, said Mr. B. Ihave adorned my brow 
with a solitary sprig of laure]. Not one word was 
he to utter upon the present occasion. This he had 
announced publicly. 

[Here Mr. Cray dissented.} l 

Mr. Becuanan. I thought he had announced 
the other day his determination not to debate ihe 
question, and stated this as the reason why he pro- 
pounded to the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
Watt] the question whether, in his epinion, Jobn 
Brockenbrough and Albert Gallatin could be con- 
Stitutionally punished by Congress for re-issuing 
the old notes of the Bank of the United States. 

(Mr. Cay again explained.] 

Well, said Mr. Bucuanan, the Senator did in- 
tend to address the Senate on this subject, and the 
only sprig of laurel which I ever expected to win 
from him has already withered. Yet still there 
was an evident reluctance on his part, wh.ch all 
must have observed, to enter into this contest. 
The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Parniss}] had 
made an able constitutional argument in opposition 
to the bill. With the exception of that gentleman, 
and the Senator from South. Carolina, [Mr. Pres- 
TON,] a profound silence had reigned on this (the 
Whig) side of the house. -The question had been 
propounded by the Vice Presipent, and the vote 
was abont to be taken, when I rose and addressed 
the. Senate.. Immediately after I had taken my 
seat, the Senator from Kentucky sprung to his feet, 


| my own State. 
| defend his conduct as president of the Bank, be 


i conscience. 


- and has made one of his best speeches, for. it be- 


longs to the character of his, mind -to. make. the 
ablest. efforts with the least preparation. . Iwill 
venture to say he had not intended to make that 
speech when he entered the Senate chamber. this 
morning, i AE Boe as 

[Mr. Cray admitted this to be the fact.}.. .y, 

‘Then, said Mr. Bucwanan, I have succeeded and 
my sprig of laurel is again green. : 

The gentleman says I may hang Nick Biddle, if 
I please; but l please to do no such thing. L.would 
be sorry to subject him even to the punishment of 
imprisonment denounced by this bill; and. if he 
shonld ever be convicted under its provisions, I 
hope the court may content itself with the infliction 
of a mere pecuniary fine. Hang Nick Biddle, in- 
deed! I wish to keep him. for the service of the 
Whig party, should they. evercome into power. 
The Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Preston] 
had said, at the extra session, that Mr. Biddle, if 
appointed Secretary of the Treasury, would, in 
thirty or sixty days, I forget which, heal all the dis- 
orders in the currency, and remove all the finan- 
cial embarrassments of the Government. His ap- 
pointment would prove a sovereign panacea for all 
existing evils.. Now Igo for this Administration 
both from principle and inclination, and shall sup- 
port the re-election of the present President; but if 
I werea Whig, the Senator from Kentucky would 
be my first choice... I. should, therefore, be. very 


sorry to deprive him of. the services of Mr. Biddle, 


who will make, in the opinion of the Senator’s 
friend from South Carolina, the very best Secretary 
of the Treasury in the whole country. 

The Senator irora Kentucky asks me why I do 
not defend Mr. Biddle, a distinguished citizen of 
My answer is at hand. I cannot 


cause I believe it to be wholly indefensible; and he 


i has been attacked in no other character. I should 


have been proud and happy to undertake this task, 
could I have performed it consistently with my 
But why dces the Senator propound 
such a qnestion to me? I confidently expected 
Mr. Biddle would have been defended by a much 
more eloquent tongue. I defend him! when the 
eloquent gentlemen all around me are his own pe- 
culiar friends; and yet, strange. to, tell, not one of 
them has attempted to justify. his condnet.. ‘But 


| yesterday he might have stood against the world.” 


“Te has fallen, fallen from his highestate.” Whence 
this ominous silence? I. wished to hear him de- 
fended, if itcould be done, by gentlemen of his 


; own political party, who have: never hitherto 
| shrunk from such a responsibility. 


The Senator asserts that the Bank of the United 
States is no longer in, existence... But are not the 
president, directors, and officers, the same that they 
were under the old charter? Has. it not branch 
banks in at least two States—Louisiana and Geor- 
gia, and branch agencies scaitered over the rest: of 
the Union? And to render its continued. existence 
still more palpable, has it not seized all the notes 
of the old Bank, good, bad, and: indifferent, and 
converted them to its own use? . Why, sir, &ccord- 
ing to its very last return, it has but little more 
than three hundred thousand dollars of new notes 
in circulation, whilst the circulation of its old notes 
exceeds six millions. . Is it not still diffusing its 
blessings and its benefits every where, jn te opi- 
nion of its friends and admirers?.. Why has it not, 
then, proved to be the grand regulator of the cur- 
rency, and prevented a suspension of specie pay- 
menis? Ifthat were impossible, why is it net,. at 
least, the first among the banks to urge their re- 
sumption? Had itacted thus, itis possible it might 
have obtained another charter from Congress. 
But when we find not only that itcould not save it- 
self from the general crash, but that it is mow. the 
great leader in opposing a resumption of specie 
payments, we must lose our confidence in its power 
as a grand regulaior. , 

But this Bank, says the Senator, isa mere do- 
mestie institution cf Pennsylvania.. With one of 
its arms stretched across the Atlantic, for the pur- 
pose of loaning money, buying bills, and regulating 
exchanges there, whilst, with the other, it conducts 
immense banking and trading operations here, cv- 
extensive with the Union, how can it be called 4 
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mere domestice institution ef a single State? Nay, 
more: it seems, by its last manifesto, to have taken 
“the great commercial and pecuniary interests” of 
the Union into its keeping, both at heme and 
abroad. Sir, a single State cannot furnish em- 
‘ployment for its immense capital. It would starve 
within such narrow limits. Itisno more a State 
institution now than it was under the old charter, 
exeept that its existence as the same identical corpo- 
ration has been continued by an act of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, instead of an act of Con- 
gress; and that, too, with much greater powers than 
it formerly possessed. It never ventured to plant 
itself in England under the old charter. No sir, 
let not gentlemen delude themselves. The old 
Bank of the United States still lives, and moves, and 
has its being, without even having changed its name. 

Rhe Senator from Kentucky asks, why pass this 
bill? He says it is wholly unnecessary; and whilst 
he admits that the present Bank had no legal power 
to reissue these old notes, he thinks it ought not to be 
prevented from acting thus, because these notes 
furnish the best and only universal currency in the 

` Union. The Senator reminds me of the ancient 
heretics which existed in the Church, mentioned 
and condemned by the Apostle Paul. Their doc- 
trine was, that it was lawful to do evil that good 
might come. Jt seems we are now to have a simi- 
Jar sect of political heretics, whose doctrine is, vio- 
late the law, if you can thereby furnish a good cur- 
rency for the people. But there was not the least 
xecessity for any such violation. As the old notes 
eame in, the Bank might have supplied their place 
by circulating its own new notes. They are a bet- 
ter currency in every respect; because the present 
Bank is under a legal obligation to redeem them on 
demand. Not go in regard to the old notes. Their 
immediate redemption depends upon the honor of 
the lank, and nothing more. 1 have no doubt 
Mr. Biddle intends to redeem them; but he may be 
succeeded by another and a different man. Besides, 
the Bank may, in the course of time, become insul- 
vent; and in that event the payment of its own notes 
and debts must be preferred to that of these resur- 
rection notes. Ít is certain that no direct remedy 
ean be had upon them against the present Bank. 

The Senator denounces the present bill not only 
as unconstitutional, but as the most enormous 
stretch of power he has ever known to be attempted. 
Tam glad to find that the Seuator has beemne the 
advocate of a strict construction of the Constiv- 
tion, and an enemy to the exercise of doubtful 
powers. [a this particular we agree. And I am 
much pleased to learn from himself that he does not 
concur with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Wesstrer] in deriving pewer over the paper cur- 
rency of the country from the clauses in the Con- 
stitution authorizing Congress to coin money and 
regulate commerce, By abandoning this latitudi- 
narian construction, however, he virtually surreu- 
ders up the power to create a National Bank. The 
Senator shakes his head, but I shall endeavor to 
prove that this is the dilemma in which he has 
placed himself. On what ground did the Supreme 
Court decide the Bank to be constituiional? It was 
because Congress, possessing the express power to 
levy and collect taxes for the purpose of paying the 
debts of the United States, might create a bank by 
implication, if they believe it to be a necessary 
agent in the execution of this taxing power. Now 
will any man, at this day, pretend that the taxes of 
the Government cannot be collected, and its debts 
paid, without the agency of such a bank? I think 
not. It must have been for the purpose of extri- 
eating himself from this dilemma, and finding a 
power somewhere else to establish a Bank, that the 
Senator from Massachusetts asserted a general 
power in Congress to create and regulate the paper 
eurrency of the country, and derived it from the 
coining and commercial clauses in the Constitu- 
tion. I should be pleased always to agree with the 
Senatorfrom Kentucky, and Lamglad that we unite 
in denying the power claimed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, 

In regard to the power to pass this bill, I shall 
State the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky 
as fairly as I can. He says that the Bank of the 
United States isa corporation created by a sovereign 
Siate, and that this hill, intended to operate upon 


such a corporation, is wholly unconstitutional and 
subversive of State Rights. Now, sir, if the bill 
were intended to act upon the Bank, as a Pennsyl- 
vania corporation, I should abandon the argument. 
The president and directors of this Bank sustain 
two characters, totally separate and distinct from 
each other. They are officers of the Pennsylva- 
nia Bank, and in that character they are beyond 
our control. But they have voluntarily assumed 
another character, by becoming assignees and trus- 
tees of the old Bank chartered by Congress, for the 
purpose of winding up its concerns; and it is in 
this character, and this alone, that we have any ju- 
risdiction over them. We do not attempt to inter- 
fere with the Bank as a corporation of the State of 
Pennsylvania. No, sir: we only undertake to ope- 
rate upon it as the assignee of our own old Bank. 
The gentleman asked if the old Bank had assigned 
its property to individual trustees, could we pass 
any law to compel these trustees to wind up its 
concerns? Most certainly we could; because, no 
matter into whose hands the duty of winding up 
our Bank may have passed, we should possess the 
power to compel a performance of that duty. 
This power of Congress can never be evaded or 
destroyed by any transfer to trustees made by of- 
cers created by our own law, whether the transfer 
be legal or illegal. Our power attaches to such 
trastees, and will continue until they shall have 
closed the concerns of the Bank. 

The gentleman -says that the power to create a 
bank is one implication, and that to wind it up is 
a second implication, and to pass this bill wonld 
be piling implication upon implication, like Pelion 
upon Ossa, which cannot be done under the Con- 
stitution. Now, sir, to what absurdities does not 
this argument lead? By implication you ean cre- 
ate a bank fora limited period, whic you cannot 
destroy after that period has expired. Your creature, 
the term of whose existence you have foreordained, 
becomes eciernal in defiance of your power. And 
this because you cannot add implication to impli- 
cation, The gentleman asks where do you find 
this winding up power in the Constitation? IT an- 
swer, wherever he finds the creating power. The 
one necessarily results from the other. If not, 
when you once call a bank into existence, its char- 
ter, althoagh tinited to a few years, becomes in 
fact perpetual. You cannot create that which you 
cannot destroy, after it has lived its appointed 
ume. 

As to Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Brockenbrough— 
nobody pretends you can touch them or their banks 
by your law. The bill is confined to your own agents, 
acting under your own law, and therefore subject 
to your own jurisdiction. These agents are as much 
yours for the purpose proposed by the bill, as the 
president and directors of the old Bank would have 
been. There is a perfect privity, as the lawyers 
| would say, between the two; nay, there is a per- 
fect identity. It is no argument to say that the old 
Bank is dead; but even this is not the fact. We 
have extended its existence at the present session, 
without a dissenting voice, in either House, for the 
purpose of prosecuting and defending its suits, and 
| it has always continued to elect a President and 
Board of Directors. 

The Scnator has asked if the Bank of England 
or any of the banks‘in Canada had ceased to exist, 
and their agentsin this country should re-issue their 
old notes, whether we would claim the power of 
punishing them for that cause. This question, in 
my opinion, presents the only instance of haste and 
want of sufficient reflection in the gentleman’s 
speech. There is no analogy between the two 
cases. Congress never created the Bank of En- 
| gland, nor any bank in Canada, and therefore Con- 
gress can never claim any power to close their con- 
cerns. We assert no power except over our own 
Bank and its trustees. We cannot interfere with 
the banks of the several States, much less with 
those of a foreign country. 

The Senator thinks he has caught me ina palpa- 
ble inconsistency. He says I first condemned the 
expansion of the banks in this country, and after- 
wards condemned the contraction of the Bank of 
i England. I might have done so, in the special 
case of the refusal of that bank to extend its accus- 
i tomed credits to the American houses, without any 


Senate. 
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inconsistency; but I expressed no opinion. of my 
own upon the subject. In stating the causes which 
produced the suspension of specie payments in the 
United States, I said that this act of the Bank of 
England had been condemned in that country both 
by their statesmen and men of business. I passed 
no censure whatever on the. conduct of that bank, 
and the gentleman, therefore, need not have re- 
minded me that it would but little regard. my. cen- 
sure. I am content to confine my humble exer- 
lions to our own institutions at home, leaving to 
other gentlemen the glory of having South America 
on one side of the Atlantic and Greece on the other, 
shouting hosannas in their praise. 

The gentleman asks, with a triumphant air, 
where is England and France at the present mo- 
ment? Are they not prosperous, whilst we areem- 
barrassed? In regard to England, I answer that 
money there is plenty and cheap; and this simply 
because business has been paralyzed by the great 
convulsion under which we have both suffered; and 
it is the capital which has been thrown out of ac- 
tive employment, from this very cause, which is 
now seeking investment at a low rate of interest. 
The commerce and trade of England have fallen 
off to such an extent that Parliament has been 
obliged to borrow two millions sterling to meet the 
current expenses of the Government. In this par- 
ticular they are placed in a similar situation with 
ourselves. And yet after all the light which has 
been shed upon the subject, the gentleman still at- 
tributes that convulsion which has shaken the com- 
mercial world to its centre, to the removal of the 
deposites, the Specie Cireular, and Gen. Jackson. 

I have but lately turned prophet; and there has 
been such poor success in that line on this side of 
the House, that I have almost determined to aban- 
don the trade forever. In one respect I resemble 
the false prophets of old, because they phophesied 
nothing but good. ‘This may probably result from 
Tay Sanguine temperament, and my desire to look 
upon the bright side of human affairs. In my pro- 
phetic vision I have therefore never, like the gen- 
teman, denounced war, pestilence, and famine 
against the country. 

The gentleman strongly condemns the members 
of the present cabinet. I am willing to accord to 
the President the privilege of selecting his own 
agents and advisers, without any interference on 
my part. When he, or. they, shall recommend 
measures of which I disapprove, I shall exercise 
my right of opposing them as an independent Sena- 
tor, Ido not believe that any evidence can be 
produced that the President and his cabinet are 
opposed to the credit system of the country. If 
this should ever appear, it will then be time enoagh 
for me to denounce such a poliay. My instruo- 
tions have prevented me from expressing my views 
at length upon this subject. They contain nothing; 
however, which forbid me from saying, nay I ane 
only expressing their sentiment when I assert, that 
a Separation of the business of the Government 
from that of the banks, Would be one of the great- 
est blessings which could be conferred on the 
country. In releasing the banks from the Go. 
vernment, and the Government from the banks, 
the interest of both parties would be promoted, 
mutual jealousies and recriminations would ‘be 
ended, and the currency and business of the coun- 
try would cease to be involved in the perpetual 
struggles which exist for political power. 

I might say much more in reply to the gentle- 
man, but I forbear. i 
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REMARKS OF MR. ROANE, 
Or VIRGINIA, 

In Senate, April 23, 1838—On the engrossed bill to 
prohibit the issue and circulation of the notes 
of the late Bank of the United States. 

Mr. ROANE said: I do not rise, Mr. President, 
to make a speech, as nothing was further from my 
mind, when I entered this chamber, than to open 
my lips on the subject before us. The Senate 
knows that I do not often trouble them, and. that I 
am always brief inmy remarks; and if I was: dis- 
posed to be otherwise on the present oecasion, E 
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would not at this late hour, and protracted stage of 
the debate, trespass on their time and patience. 
Bat, haviag formed a very decided opinion in fa- 
vor of the measure under consideration, and con- 
cluded, only a few moments since, that it was per- 
haps my duty to say some.hing, I rise thus unex- 
pectedly to assign, in such language as the occasion 
may prompt, the reasons which control the vote 
I shall give. f 

Mr. President, I háve eyer been a strict con- 
structionist of constitations—most especially of our 
limited Federal Constitution—so much so, as to 
have opposed measures merely because I thought 
them unconstitutional. .Nay, sir, I have ever ac- 
knowledged the justice, and felt the force, of the ex- 
cellent rule just adverted to by the Senator from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Wurre] that it is best not to vote 
for a measure when the mind entertains even a 
doubt of the constitutional power to pass it. I hope 
I shall ever abide by this safe and sound rale. 
Entertaining these sentiments, the very first mo- 
ment that the sound fell upon my ear, that there 
were constitutional difficulties in-the way of this 
bill—that the Congress of the United States does 
not possess the power to arrest this outrageous 
fraud, perpetrated under the cloak, but in reality, 
in defiance of a law it had passed—I was struck 
with astonishment, and atonce resolved to review, 
calmly and dispassionately, the opinion I had form- 
ed. Ihave done so. Ihave listened, not only 
with a profound and anxious attention, but with a 
Jealous vigilance, to every word and argument 
used to establish the proposition; and, sir, J must 
be permitted to say, that so far from being convinc- 
ed that there is any such constitutional impediment, 
Ihave not been able to find even ‘a loop or hinge 
to hang a doubt upon” as to the right. 

Sir, I voted against the passage of the law incor- 
porating the late Bank of the United States. Iam 
one of the few members of either House of the 
present Congress who voted against that law, and, 
perhaps, thc only one who voted against it on con- 
stitutional grounds. I then thought, as I now think, 
that Congress had no power whatever, either ex- 
press or implied, in the Constitution, to pass such 
a law. But, sir, when I voted against that law 
because I thought it unconstitutional, I little 
dreamed that when the twenty years within which 
the operations of the Bank it created were limited, 
should have rolled around, we were then to be told 
that it is unconstitutional to compel it to wind up 
its concerns: that we ‘should then hear it pro- 
claimed, on the floor of either House of Congress, 
that the immense amount of paper money which 
that Bank was thereby authorized to issue and 
keep in circulation for twenty years only, might, 
by any conceivable management, trick, or finesse, 
be kept in circulation for an indefinite period of 
time. 

What, Mr. President, is meant—what do we un- 
derstand—when we speak of ‘winding up a con- 
cern?” Isitnot, let me ask,ofthe very essence of wind- 
ingtup the affairs, or concerns of a bank, that itshould 
collect and pay its debts, and, above all things, 
draw in and cancel its promissory notes? Has 
the late Bank of the United States, or its agents, 
or trustees, or executors, if you choose the term, 
done this? Have they attempted to do it, or any 
thing like i? On the contrary, have they not 
done exactly the reverse, in direct and known vio- 
lation of the law which gave it existence? Have 
they not at this moment out, and in circulation 
among the people, millions of the. identical notes, 
struck by the plates of the late Bank of the United 
States, signed by its officers, aad issued by the au- 
thority of its legitimate directors, acting under a 
law of Congress? None deny these facts, and none 
deny the iniquity of the transaction; yet are we grave- 
ly told, that Congress has no power to arrest the 
progress of the evil; forsooth—because the bank 
is dead—because its charter has expired! And, 
sir, we shouidbe told by these same gentlemen that 
neither the State of Pennsylvania, or any other 
State of this Union, has the power to arrest it. 
Does not every person know that those who took 
possession of the notes of the late Bank of the United 
States, on the expiration of its charter, became its 
trustees or representatives, to wind up its concerns; 

- and as such, were responsible for their faithful con- 


“table? 


duct to the law under which they were ap- 
pointed, and under which the bank whose eon- 
cerns they were deputed to close, lived and 
died? When Congress, sir, incorporated the 
late Bank of the United States, they acted but as 
trustees or agents of the people, and, as such, made 
for and in behalf of them two pledges—one was to 
the company thus ineerporated, to guarantee to 
them, so long as they complied with the provisions 
of their charter, all the privileges and immunities 
it conferred upon them. The other was to the peo- 
ple, that after the term of twenty years had elapsed, 
all those exclusive privileges and immunities should 
cease; and the vast amount of paper money issued 
by the bank, should be withdrawn from circula- 
tion, unless they, the people, should chouse to re- 
vive and extend its charter. The people have not 
so chosen. But the first pledge has been fully re- 
deemed, They have submitted most quietly to the 
entire fulfilment of the law; and the bank has been 
secured by the judiciary department, whenever it 
was necessary, in the full enjoyment of all its legal 
rights. Has the second pledge been redeemed? 
Has the paper money put in circulation by it or its 
representatives in pursuance of a law ef Congress, 
been withdrawn and cancelled in pursuance of the 
same Jaw? No, is the ready and undeniable an- 
swer from every lip. Yet are we told that outra- 
geous as is this proceeding, in defiance or absence 
of law, Congress has no power whatever to inter- 
fere! That, gross and palpable as is the fraud, 
Congress cannot either prevent it or punish its 
perpetrators! Who I ask in the name of com- 
mon sense, and common justice, and common 
honesty, can punish it, if Congress cannot? If it 
be an offence at all, it must be an offence against 
law, or within the reach of law, and ail 
will admit that it is not an offence against a law of 
any State of this Confederacy, or cf any foreign 
nation. Were not these notes originally issued by 
authority of alaw of Congress; and are they not 


continued in circulation in the teeth of a plain pre- | 


visien of that same law, which, I contend, is in full 
force so long as one single one of them is permit- 
ted to perform the functions of a cireulating me- 
dium. . 

Iam asked, Mr. President, to put my finger on 
the clause in the Censtitution which granis the 
power sought to be exercised by the bill on your 
I in return ask those who can put their fin- 
ger on the clause in the Constitution which grants 
the power to establish a National Bank, to show me 
the clause which withholds the power to limit its 
charter, or, when it has expirea, to wind up its 
affairs? Surely, sir, it is most unreasonable to 
require those who deny any power whatever in the 
Constitution to establish a National Bank, to show 


a clause in thal instrument which grants the power | 


to compel a National Bank to wind up ils cda- 
cerns! The honorable Senator from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Wuire] has truly told us that those who 
claim the power to establish a National Bank, have 
rambled through all the mazes of the Constitution, 
and have located their right, sometimes in one, and 
sometimes in another of its clauses, until it had 
been called, not unaptly, a vagrant power, 


grant ita “pre-emption right.” 


Mr. President, I pretend not to show any clause | 


in the Constitution which grants the specifie thing 
contemplated by the bill on your tabie. 


Constitution. 
to pass irrepealable laws, and contend for its power 
to alter, amend, repeal, or enforce, the laws it dces 
pass, am at no loss for power to pass the biil under 


consideration; it goes with, and is a part of, the | 


power of legislation granted to Congress by the Con- 
stitution. Itis of the very essence of legislatien 
that a vice or mischief growing out of one law, 
should be abated or punished by another law; that 
where one law has opened a door for fraud, another 
law should shutit. I contend, sir, that every part 
and parcel of the bank law of 1816 which has not 
been fulfilled, or repeated, is now in full force and 
effect; and I further contend, that that section of it 
which provides that the bank it created -should, 


Call } 
it, sir, by what name you will, a “vagrant,” or | 
even a “squatter,” if affords Ro reason to me to 


Tam free | 
to say, that I do not derive the power to pass that | 
bill from any literal clause, or specific grant, in the | 
I, who deny the right of Congress ; 


within two years after the period of its limitation, 
Wind up its concerns, has neither been repealed.nor 
compHed with, and is. therefore in force; and that 
if further legislation is necessary to compel a com- 
pliance with its provisions, it is not only the. right, 
but the duty, of Congress to afford it. That baak 
was allowed two years to wind up its conceros and 
close its business. . . If, instead of closing them in 
one day, as they pretended to do, they had gone on 
in good faith to draw in and cancel all its 
outstanding notes, and had been unable to 
perform the duty within the time limited, 
does any person doubt the power of Congress 
to have extended the time? Why, then, when 
they have acted notoriovsly with bad faith, 
and have permitted the two years to run out 
without an effort, and, as is now apparent, without 
the slightest intention, to withdraw its notes from 
circulation, can not Congress compel them to com- 
ply with their engagements, and punish them for a 
continuance cf such open and flagrant violation of 
law and duty? f 

But, Mr. President, we are told, in answer to 
every objection to a continuance of this fraud, that 
it is not the late Bank of the United States char- 
tered by Congress, but the new Bank of the United 
States chartered by the State of Pennsylvania, that 
perpetrates it. It is, sir, an unwarrantable imputa- 
tion on the vigilance and fidelity of the constituted 
authorities of Pennsylvania, to suppose for a mo- 
rent that such can be the fact. The Bank of the 
United States chartered by that State, is expressly 
prohibited from issuing notes of a less denomination 
than ten dollars, under pain of an immediate for- 
feiture of its charter. Most of the millions of the 
paper ot the late Bank of the United States now in 
circulation are notes of five dollars; and I therefore 
repeat, that it is a violent presumption to charge 
that Bank with such folly. My life on it, that if 
the constituted authorities of Pennsylvania were to 
charge it with this violation of its charter, it woald 
promptly devy it. It would say, “Shake not your 
gory locks at me; you cannot say ‘twas I that did 
it? And go, sir, to the directors of the late 
Bank of the United States, and charge the zet upon 
them, and their ready and evasive reply will be, 
“We do not issue these nows. The charter un- 
der which we once acted has expired. The Bank 
we once directed is defunci!”?. And thus, sir, they 
t“ palter in a double sense;” and by the vilest equi- 
vocation, perpetrate, and may perpefuate a fraud, 
unless Congress interposes its power to prevent it. 
Thetime has been when the good old maxim qué 
facit per alium facit per se” was intelligible and valu- 
able; but moderh bank legerdemain and hoeus poeus 
nullifes its salutary principle with the same ease 
and complacency with which it has heretofore de- 
fied your laws, and disregarded the plainest obliga- 
tions ef commercial morality. 

The whole amount of the game played by the 
late Bank is this: I make myself trustee or agent 
for myself; and by that involution of terms, and 
consequent confusion of ideas, they are enabled to 
assume or shift obligations, as interest or policy 
may dictate. Nieholas Biddle and Co. president 
and directors of the Bank of the United States of 
Pennsylvania, become trustees or agents for the 
same Nicholas Biddle and Co. directors of the late 
Bank of the United States; and by quibbling, 
trickery, and’cunning, one is made to mean two, 
and two to mean one, as occasion may prompt. 

Suppose, Mr. President, that the State of Penn- 
sylvania had not chartered her bank; and instead 
ef that Bank undertaking to wind up the affairs 
of the late Bank of the United States, that you and 
I, or other individuals, had assumed that duty: 
think you that by issuing and reissuing, we would 
have been permitted to keep in circulation millions 
of the notes of that Bank up to this time} or the 
end of time? And if not, to what other law bnt the 
law of Congress should we be amenable for the at- 
tempt to do so? Suppose that the Bank of the 
United States of Pennsylvania should forfeit its 
charter, and cease to exist: is it pretended that 
there would be no power to withdraw from circula- 
tion the notes in question, and that she might, by 
another device, keep in circulation as long as “ie 
pleased, all the paper she now has out? 

Mr. President, I, as chajrman of ihe Committee 
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the six banks of this District, which all expire, by 
limitation of law, on the fourth of July next. If this 
bill is rejected, dues any person pretend that these 
banks could, under any pretext, or by any device, 
be permitted to continue to issue and reissue their 
notes? I have, also, reported, from the same com- 
mitlee, two bills granting further time to two banks 
of this District, that stopped years ago, to wind up 
their concerns. I. deemed it my duty, before ma- 
king such a report, to ascertain that the trustees had 
been using due diligence in closing the concerns of 
these banks; and especially in drawing in and can- 


celling their notes, Had I have found that they had 


been remiss in this duty, I certainly would not have 
recommended further indulgence, and it would have 
been the duty of Congress to apply the corrective; 
and I ask, sir, whether any of these District banks 
are more directly and exclusively the creatures of 
Congress than was the late bank of the United 
States? 

There can be no doubt that this bill, the provisions 
of which are applicable to alleompanies incorporated 
by Congress, has grown out of the conduct of the 
late Bank of the United States; and it does seem to 
me that if it could be forgotten for a moment that 
that bank ever existed, there would not be an ob- 
jection, constitutional or otherwise, to its passage. 
No Senator has raised his voice in defence of the 
conduct of the bank in regard.to its circulation. On 
all sides of the Senate it is said that it is objectiona- 
ble, improper, and indefensible, But, alas! say they, 
we have no power to do any thing to prevent or 
punish itt J, sir, use stronger, and, L think, justly 
merited, terms when J speak of its conduct in this 
particular. F say that it is a gross, rank, palpable 
fraud! And “I go for the fraud” ‘To whater- 
tent, if any, the Government of the United States 
is bound for the ultimate redemption of these notes, 
T do not pretend to inquire; bat this I will venture 
to say: that thousands of those who daily receive 
and pass them, think them sustained by the credit 
and faith of the Government; and well they may, 
as on their face they show that they were issued on 
the authority of the Government, and ata time 
when it was a large stockholder in the bank, It js 
said, sir, that, if we pass this law, it cannot be exc- 
cuted by the conrts. That may be. But, sir, what- 
ever the rules of courts of justice may require, or 
the ebicanery of able lawyers may prevent, the 
passage of this bill will, at least, be the opinion of 
Congress that an extensive fraud exists, and will, I 
trast, have its effect in suppressing it. It is impos- 
sible to suppose that those concerned in it can dis- 
regard or escape the force of publie opinicn. If, 
sir, an executor, a guardian, or an agent had so 
used the funds of his tesiator, ward or principal, ‘as 
have those to whom was confided the notes of the 
late Bank of the United States, he would not only 
have incurred the severest penalty of the law, but 
be degraded in the estimation of every honorable 
man. I give my vote with pleasure for the passage 
of the bill, and leave the execution of the law to 
those wh. feel what I feel to be due from every 
public man in his particular sphere of action, to 
the majesty of law, the sanctity of justice, and 
purity of morals. 


DISTRICT BANKS—FREE BANKING, 
REMARKS OF MR. NILES, 


- Ov CONNECTICUT, 
Jn Senate, May, 1838—On the bill for the recharter 
of the banks in the District ef Columbia. 

Mr. NILES said that the question now before 
the Senaie was a preliminary one, whether Con- 
gress ought to renew the charters of the banks 
name in the bill for tweity years. Whatever 
might be his opinion regarding the banking system, 
he was disposed to act reasonably and lihera:ly 
towards the District. As jong as banks exist else- 
where, and are the medium through which com- 
mercial and other business is transacted, it would 
be unjust to deny to the people ef the District the 
facilities which were enjeyed cisewhere. He was 
perfectly willing that they should have bank capital 
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to the full extent which the business and the wants 
of the people required, ‘ 

But he was not prepared to say that it would be 
proper at this time to renew the charters of the ex- 
isting institutions for twenty years. ‘The objection 
in his mind to doing this, arose from the present 
condition of the banks. What is the condition of 
these institutions? In common with other banks in 
the country, they suspended payment a year ago, 
and have been going ‘on since issuing their notes, 
without redeeming them. ‘They have not resumed 
payment; and are now, strictly Speaking, broken 
banks, They are now in a prostrate condition; 
and having suspended payment, we can know 
nothing of their real situation. They may be per- 
fectly sound and solvent; yet if the fact was known 
to be so, it would not remove the difficulty from 
his mind. These banks have all forfeited their 
charters; they are existing without law, and in vi- 
olation of law; and the question is, whether we shall 
resuscitate them, and bring them into life, after 
they have become defunct by their own act; whe- 
ther we shall renew their charters for twenty years, 
whilst they remain in this prostrate and suspended 
condition? If we co this, will it not be to sanction 
their suspension; and, what is more, to legalize 
their non-resumption? It is not necessary to ex- 
amine now the causes of the suspension. Whether 
the banks suspended for a suficient cause, and 
whether that was brought upon themselves by their 
over action and mismanagement, or by circum- 
stances beyond their control, he would not now ex- 
amin», These questions have gone past; and it 
e rtainly is not necessary to inquire into them on 
this occasion, 

So far as regards the banks in this District, he 
was willing to suppose that they suspended from 
an imperious necessity, But the question now is 
one of resumption. To recharter these banks in 
their present condition, whilst they are issuing their 
notes without redeeming them, and their agency’ is 
exerted to fload the community with irredeemable 
paper, would be to legalize this debased currency, 
and sanction their non-resumption. 

Sir, is the Senate prepared to do this? Is it pre- 
pared to lend its influence to prolong the present 
state of things? There are two standards now 
raised: one of resumption, the other of non-re- 
sumption. Will the Senate enlist under the latter, 
and give its sanction to the violation of Jaw and of 
moral obligation which belongs to this condition of 
non-payment on the part of the banks? 

This question may not be thought of great im- 
portance, because it is confined to the District, and 
can have no general influence on the state of the 
currency of the country. The principle, however, 
is not the less important because its operation is 
Hmited. For one, he would not consent to renew 
the charter of any bank, unless for a short time to 
wind up its affairs, which was existing in violation 
of law and of all moral obligation. He was not 
willing, for any supposed necessity or temporary 
advantage, to act in disregard of sound principles 
of legislation, We would in no way sanction the 
further suspension of payment by the banks. Let 
them resme, perform their obligations to the pub- 
lic, and return to a correct course of business, and 
it will then be ip time to decide on the renewal of 
their charters. Mr. N. said he should prefer to 
continue their charters, ou the condition of their 
resuming payment by a certain day, to the next 
session, when we could with more propriety act on 
the question of a renewal for iwenty years If 
this course was not pursued, the only ground on 
which he could consent to a renewal of their char- 
ters at this time was, that there should be incorpo- 
rated into the bill a provision that they should Te- 
sume payment by a specified day, and if they fail 
to do so, that the act shall have no operation. Re- 
sumption by a given day must be a condition 
precedent, or he could not vote for the bill. 

Does it not belong to Congress to say when the 
banks can resume, and when they ought to resume? 
Or will you leave this to the corporations them- 
selves? Does it not belong to the Legislature, here 
and elsewhere, to decide this question? But have 
they decided it in a single State in the Union? 
What is the present condition of the country? Hu- 
mi'iating and degraded in the extreme. He could 


not reflect upon it without the deepest mortification. 
Sir, the moneyed incorporations have ‘triumphed 
over the Legislatures and over the. people; they 
have subdued the public will; they, have trampled 
the Jaws under foot, and usurped the powers of le- 
gislalion. Merely private corporations, the crea- 
tures of the Legislatures, have bid defiance to their 
creators, and declared themselves indepen:ent. of 
all authority. If they have not done this in form, 
they have in substance, as they have assumed the 
power to decide when theirown interests and_ the 
public interests required that they should pay their 
debts. . What if a number of merchants, who had 
failed or stopped payment, should hold a conven- 
tion to decide when it would be expedient for them 
to pay their debts, and when the public interest re- 
quired them to do so? Would not such a proceed- 
ing be scouted as an outragé upon common sense 
and common honesty? 

But the banks have done this; they have assumed 
the prerogative of declaring when their own. iate- 
rests and the interests of the public required them 
to pay their debts. They have established a sys- 
tem of bank legislation, which has superseded the 
legislation of the States. They have held two con- 
ventions; and what did they do? Why, the first 
agreed to adjourn, and the second fixed a day for 
resumption, so remote that, instead of its being an 
effort to promote resumption, it was an attempt to 
prolong the suspension. It must have been viewed 
in this light by the banks themselyes, for almost 
immediately, many of the banks set about the re- 
sumption of payment. The banks in New York, 
and some in all the Eastern States, have already 
resumed, although the bank legislature fixed a time 
so remoie as next January. This business of re- 
sumption cannot depend on any conventional regu- 
lations, All solvent, sound banks can resume 
when they please; they can resume as well to-day 
as two or four months hence. Foreign exchanges 
being decidedly in our favor, and specie, instead of 
going out of the country, is coming in in a flood 
lide, and being no longer at a premium, any bank 
which can pay in any thing can pay in specie. 

But he did not propose to go into the question 
whether the banks could or could not resume, or 
when they ought to resume. What he contended 
was, that that was a question which belonged. to 
legislation, and not to the banks. It was not for 
them to fsay how long their own interest, or the 
public interest, required the suspension to continue. 
Their duty was the same as any other debtor, to 
pay their debts the moment they were able to do so. 
‘With them it was a question of ability, not of ex- 
pediency. If there were any considerations of 
public policy, or expediency, which demanded the 
delay of the resumption, this belonged to the State 
legislatures, and to Congress as regards this Dis- 
trict. But has a single State exercised this power? 
Most of their legislatures have been in session 
since the suspension of the banks; and he believed 
there was not a State in the Union that had passed 
any law for compelling the banks to resume 
payment, either immediately, or at any fulure 
period. Not one, it would seem, that dared. to 
coerce the banks into a performance of their obli- 
gations to the public. The Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts has been in session the whole winter, and 
has given much of its attention to the subject of 
banks; they have had some eight or ten broken 
banks in their hands, but, he believed, they had 
done nothing in regard to the present condition of 
their banks, either to settle the question whether 
they ought to resume, or to subject these corpora- 
lions to any restrictions, or disabilities, tending to 
compel a resumption. Instead of this, he believed 
they had repealed or suspended the provision in 
their laws, subjecting the banks to the payment of 
twenty-four per ceri, interest, after the refusal to 
pay any demand. What was this but giving a sanc- 
tion to the suspension, and encouraging the banksto 
prolong it. He believed in Virginia the banks had 
been, by direct legislation, justified and protected 
in their suspension. The same was done in New 
York for one year, which he believed expired this 
day, which was the anniversary of the bank explo- 
sion. But the Legislature that has just closed its 
session, refused to extend. the time, which wasa 
tacit or negative act coercive | upon the banks, J 
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wunld seem that they dare not, by a direct ,act of 
legislation, renew the license to the banks to disre- 
gard both the legal and moral obligation of con- 
tracts. Although he differed politically with this 
Legislature, yet he was disposed to do them justice. 
In these days of bank supremacy and legislative de- 
gradation, they were certainly entitled to credit for 
refusing to sanction a further extension of the non- 
payment of the banks, and the prolongation of the 
evils of a depreciated currency.” The strong appeal 
made to them from an influential quarter, was not 
heeded; but had it been, it is difficult to say when 
the country would have recovered from its present 
degrade condition. 

In Pennsylvania, one branch of the Legislature 
exercised the power which belonged to them, and 
passed an act to compel their banks to redeem their 
bills; but it failed in the other branch, where the 
moncyed influence prevailed. ; 

Tn his own State, the Legislature which was in 
session at the time of the bank explosion, passed an 
act declaring that the charters of the banks had 
heen forfeited, but re-establishing and confirming 
them. on condition of their resuming payment in 
specie by the first of June of the present year. This 
bill was .strenuously opposed by the bank party, 
and its original provisions essentially modified. 
Another Legislature has since been elected, and is 
now in session, and it remainsto be seen what mea- 
sures they will adopt to relieve the people of the 
State from the evils they now suffer from incon- 
vertible paper. The Governor, although he dwells 
at length on the subject of the currency, says not a 
word about any legislation being required to com- 
pel the banking institutions to return to a lawful 
and honest course of action. It seemed to have 
suited the purpose of his Excellency better to charge 
_ the disorders of the currency to what he was pleas- 
ed to call the “visionary measures” of this Govern- 
ment. So far as the Executive is concerned, it 
seems that the banks are to be left to go on in vio- 
lation of law and of all moral obligation, and to pay 
their debts just when they please. Surely, sir, 
there is nothing very visionary in this; as it is a 
palpable disregard, not only of every sound princi- 
ple of legislation, but of every principle of morality 
and of common honesty. Of what the Legislature 
may do, we have some evidence from their first 
movement, which consists in repealing the law 
passed last session authorizing the issue of one and 
two dollg> bills, subject to a forfeiture in case they 
should not be paid in specie. This removes all re- 
strictions from the banks, and allows them to issue 
bills of the lowest denomination, and redeem them 
when ‘they please. 

Mr. N. said he believed he could safely assert, 

thatno State had exercised any power over the 
banks since the suspension, or attempted to coerce 
them into aresumption. The banks have become 
supreme, they have become independent of the Le- 
gislalive power, and of the will of the people. 
Their influence has been found irresistible, they 
have triumphed in all the States, and elevated 
themseives above the law. 
Sir, is there nothing alarming in this state of 
things? In the existence of a power in this coun- 
try, which is entirely independent of the regular 
constituted authorities—a self-constituted and self- 
existing power, free from all responsibility, and 
which acts by the most subtle and dangerous of all 
means, by operating on the interests and on fhe 
fears of the people? Have we not been told, sir, 
by that venerated man, who by common consent 
has been regarded as the Father of his Country, 
that all combinations or associations, in whatever 
form they may exist, assuming or exercising power 
in Opposition to, or independent of, the constituted 
authorities, was dangerous to liberty. Whether 
such irregular, irresponsible, and independent power 
exisis in the form of corporations, in a military 
force, or in factious combinations, or in any other 
form, it is equally ineonsisteat with all regular Go- 
vernment, and dangerous to freedom. 

Ifthe States have been subdued by the moneyed 
power, shall Congress follow their example, and 
yield to it also? Or shall we assert and exercise 
the power which belongs to the Legislature? Isit 
not our prerogative to decide when ihe banks 
shall res:ime, when they may be in a condition to 


do this, and when the public interest requires it? 
As our action is confined to this District, this ques- 
tion may not be deemed of much importance; but 
the principle is of vital importance, and he could 
not by any act, direcily or indirectly, sanction. the 
monstrous assumption of these corporations, that 
they can suspend payment when they please, and 
resume when they please, and that it belongs to 
them to say when their own interests and the pab- 
lic intereests require them to conform to the law, 
to comply with their obligations, and to pay their 
debts To renew the charters of these banks in 
their present condition, would be to sanction this 
doctrine, and to legalize their non-resumption. 

But we are told by the Senator from Virginia, 
[Mr. Roane,] that this bill contains a provision 
compulsory on the banks in regard to specie pay- 
ments, The provision is, that they shall resume 
the payment of their debts in specie, when the 
banks in Baltimore and Richmond resume. He 
was not satisfied with this; it belonged to Congress 
to fix the time, and not leave it dependent on other 
banks; and it should be a condition precedent, so 
that the renewal of their charters should be made 
to depend entirely on their returning to a 
regular and honest 
they can resume in'a reasonable time to be named 
in the bill, it is their duty to do so; if they cannot 
resume, that is the best reason in the world why 
their charters ought not to be renewed for twenty 
years. 

Mr. N. said that the considerations which he had 
heretofore submitted to the Senate against the 
renewal of the charters of those banks, were 
founded entirely on the fact of their present con- 
dition. But he had since learned other facts, which 
he thought the Senate could not overlook or disre- 


gard, when called on to decide on the renewal of || 


their charters for twenty years. The facis he re- 
ferred to, were the suspension of these banks, or 
most of them, in 1834, and their conduct at that 
time. They have twice stspended payment in 
a period of three years; and in the first instance, 
they were almost the only banks in the country that 


did suspend. Whether that suspension proceeded 


from political motives, whether they were controlled 
by a sinister influence, and were induced to co- 
operate with the Bank of the United States, in its 
gigantic efforts to create a factitious panic, or 


wheter they suspended from weakness and neces- | 


sity, he should not undertake to inquire. He 
called attention to the fact that they did suspend, 
and to their conduct during that suspension; whether 
it proceeded from one cause or the other, unless it 
could be satisfactorily explained, it would seem to 
be evidence of gross mismanagement. 

When these institutions appear before us, and 
ask for a renewal of their lease for twenty years, 


they should come with clean hands; and it becomes | 


our duty to look back, andsee how they manage 


their affairs; how they have discharged the important `| 
trust commitied to them; whether they have re- | 


spected their charters, and performed their engage- 


ments to the public. Jf this was not proper, he saw | 


no possible use in a limitation of charters, Is not 


the object of a limitation to hold them to a stricter ; 


accountability, by giving them to understand that 


the expiration of their lease would be a day of || 


reckoning. If they have been faithful and honest, 
and have not violated their corporate privileges, it 
might be right to renew their charters, in preterence 
to creating new institutions. But if they have 
been faithless, fraudulent, and have violated the 
law of their existence, it was proper that their af- 
fairs should be closed. 

The question then is, sir, what was the conduct 
of these corporations, or some of them, in 1834, 


when they stopped payment? What explanation | 


or excuse has been given for that act, which is in 


itself a failure, aud a forfeiture of their charters? `i 


He had heard nene; and if any existed, or could 


be given, he should like to be informed what it ` 


was. Is the stoppage of payment by a bank to be 


regarded as a-stight cffence? or is it to b- regarded ` 


as an act which is a palpable vioiation of all its 
obligations and duty—which necessarily destroys 
its credit, depreciates jis issues and its stock, and 
exposes the whoie public to a serious loss? 


But these corporations not only suspended in : 


course of business. If | 


1834 without any satisfactory excuse, but their 
conduct at the time, and afterwards, appéars to 
have been reost reprehensible. Having fated, and 
depreciated their own notes and stock, the direc- 
tors, through ‘the agency of brokers and others, 
appear to have gone into the market and bought up 
their own notes and stock, at a discount, in: some 
instances, of fifty per cent. Whether ‘such’ par- 
chases were made fer the benefit of the institutions, 
or of the directors, is not perhaps very material. 
If the directors were speculating for themselves, 
the objection is equally strong. The corporations 


‘can act only through their officers and directors, 


and mast be held responsible for their conduct. 

Is conduct like this in any way to be counte- 
nanced by the Senate? and can institutions which 
have been thus mismanaged have any claims for 
a prolongation of their corporate existence? 

Mr. N. said, on examining this bill he was sur- 
prised to find that, although the capital of the banks 
was fixed at a specified sum, yet they were autho- 
rized to issue new stock. He could not understand 
what this meant, because the stock of a bank is 
supposed to be all taken up, and to be held by in- 
dividuals ; and when jts charter is renewed, no new 
stock is to be created, unless the capital is en- 
larged. But the capital of these banks is not en- 
larged, and-yet new stock is to be issued. This 
mystery is explained by the fact to which he had 
alluded, that a considerable portion of the stock 
had been purchased in, either for the benefit of the 
corporations or the directors, and purchased at fifty 
per cent. discount in some instances; and we are 
now asked to renew the charters of these banks, 
and raise the value of their stock to par. This 
would be a fine speculation for the managers of 
these institutions, or for the corporations them- 
selves. How the plunder was to be shared was 
not very material. 

Mr. N. said the facts to which he had referred 
were contained in a report made by a committee 
of the House of Representatives in 1836, to which 
he would beg to call attention. He would read 
some part of the report, which appeared to have 
been the result of a very elaborate and thorough 
investigation of the condition and management of 
these corporations, and refer to some part of the 
testimony derived from the directors themselves. 
It is stated in this report, that “in 1821 there were 
in the District of Columbia eleven banks, the capi- 
tals of which amounted to $5,214,641; of these, 
four, whose capitals amounted to $1,994,694, have 
since failed. At different periods at the time of 
their failure they had of notes in circulation, pri- 
vate and public deposites, the aggregate sum of 
$741,037 dollars. The committee have not had 
time to ascertain what proporticn of the-e stocks 
was ever in fact paid in originally; neither do they 
know exactly what part of these deposites and cir- 
culation, if any, have been or will be redeemed; 
but from the price at which the obkgations of those 
institutions have been sold in the market, it is not 
unreasonable to conclude that the United. States 
(the deposites of which alone in these banks ex- 
ceeded $450,000) and the people of the Disirict 
have lost in capital, circulation, and deposites, a 
sum exceeding one million seven hundred thousand 
dollars.” So much, sir, for the first chapter in the 
history of banking in this District, by which it ap- 
pears the Government and the people of the Dis- 
trict have sustained a loss approaching two millions 
of dollars, by four banks, which have failed out- 
right, and disappeared from the face of the earth. 
He would now call the attention of the Senate to 
that part of the report which relates to the banks 
whose charters are proposed to be renewed by the 
bill under consideration. ‘The other seven banks 
chartered m 1821 (all of which are now petitioning 
for a recharter) had originally capital amounting 
together to §3,279,629, of which they have seve- 
rally purchased up to the amount of $1,258,887, 
and having now, in pledge, steck for debts to the 
amount of $205,488, which leaves actual capi 
paid in $1,815,252, being $1,464,376 less than the 
amount with which these institutions commenced 
operations. Here the committee must again 
say that they have not had time to ascertain pre- 


i cisely the sum for which each share of this stock 


has been purchased in by the several banks. ‘That 
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would be a work of some labor, and without it an 
opportunity is not afforded to decide how large or 
how small is the amount of the spectlation of those 
who hold the residue of the stocks of these banks; 
but it may be safely assumed, that where a large 
proportion of the capital stock of a bank has been 
purchased in by the institution, there has been 
gross mismanagement of its affairs. It is impru- 
dent for a bank having notes in circulation to own 
or loan largely on pledges of its own stock; and it 
is indubitable, that large amounts of the stock of a 
bank, skilfully conducted, would not be so far be- 
low par that no purchaser could be found for it, 
when pledged to secure the payment of a loan at 
six percent. but the bank itself. 

“ From the testimony of a respectable broker, to 
be found in the appendix, it appears that the stocks 
of two or these banks have sold as low as fifty per 
cent. below par. 

“There were four banks in the District which sus- 
pended specie payments in 1834; one of them the 
Bank of Alexandria, has not applied for a rechar- 
ter, and consequently, no means have been taken 
10 ascertain the extent of the depreciation of the 
various obligations in the hands of the holders. At 
the time of its failure, its capital was $500,000, of 
which $115,565 had been taken by the bank in 
payment of debts. Hts notes in circulation, its 
publicand private deposites, amounted to $152, 167. 
As this bank has not yet settled with the holders of 
its obligations, it cannot be said with certainty how 
much of this amount of property has been lost to 
the public, but we feel warranted in estimating 
that at least sixty per cent. of it, say $350,000, 
may be added to the large sums heretofore named, 
which have been taken from the profits of labor, 
and been absorbed by adventurers and speculators 
in carrency and stocts. What amount of the 
stock or paper of the other three banks which sus- 
pended specie payments changed hands at a dis- 
count cannot be stated fully. Lt appears from the 
testimony of several witnesses who have been ex- 
amined, and whose testimony is appended to this 
report, that large amounts of the stock and notes of 
these three banks changed hands ata discount of from 
fifteen to sixty per cent. And the committee re- 
grel to discover that several of the directors of 
those institutions, some of whom had, by their own 
acts, depreciated their obligations, entered the 
market, and purchased frecly the stock and notes 
of the banks of which they were directors, at a dis- 
count, and then paid the paper thus obtained into 
the bank at par in discharge of the debts due by 
them thereto. 

“The extent of these and other speculations in the 
currency of the four banks, may be measurably es- 
timated, frorn the fact that they had in circulation 
and in deposites, at the time of suspension, six 
hundred and ninety-six thousand four hundred and 
seventy-one dollars; more than one half of which 
obligations, together with thetr stocks, changed 
hands in sixty days after the suspension, at an aye- 
rage of thirty per cent, discount to the original 
holder. A considerable proportion of the profits of 
which operations were made by the directors of 
those institutions, whose speculations were certain- 
ly reprehensible, as they were largely indebted tu 
the several banks committed to their care, at the 
time of their respective failures, and had it in their 
power, by paying in current funds their own notes, 
to have postponed, and, in all probability, to have 
prevented entirely those disastrous speculations by 
which they profited so much while the community 
suffered so seriously.” 

Sach, sir, appears to have been the conduct of 
the four banks now asking for a recharter, which 
stopped payment in 1834.. By their own act, by 
their gross mismanagement, if not fraudulent con- 
duct, they depreciate the value of their stock, and 
notes in circulation, and then go into the market, 
and purchase in their stock for the benefit of the 
institutions, at a large discount; and the notes are 
in like manner bought up by the directors at a dis- 
count, to pay their debts to the banks. 

And these operations have not been to a limited 
amount only; it appears that the entire capital of 
the seven banks was 3,279,629 dollars, and that 
nearly one half of the whole was purchased in or 
pledged to the banks~in 1836; that is to say, 


1,464,376 dollars. This amount of the stock of 
these banks has been. bought in at a discount in 
some instances of fifty per cent. and we are now 
called upon to recharter the institutions, and raise 
it to its par value. What must be thought of a 
bank which suspends payment and then buys in its 
own notes and stock? By their own misconduct 
they depreciate the value of their stock and notes, 
and then take advantage of their own wrong: The 
directors.and officers of these banks knew their real 
condition; they knew the value of their notes and 
stock, but no body else could know. The stoppage 
occasioned distrust and alarm; whether the bills 
would ever be paid, or whether the stock would be 
worth any thing, were questions which no one but 
the directors and officers of the banks could decide, 
and taking advantage of this secret knowledge, 
they speculate in their own stock and bills at the 
expense of the restof the community. Stock be- 
longing to widows and orphans was purchased up 
inthis way. He could not trust himself to speak 
of such conduct as he thought it deserved 10 be 
characterized, as he should-have to use language 
which he did not wish to use. Contracts like these, 
it is well known, would be set aside in a court of 
equity as fraudulent and dishonest. 

Mr. N. said he would now call the attention of 
the Senate to the testimony in the report in proof 
of the general statements he had read. William 
Jewell, who was a director of the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, in answer to the 
inquiry whether he had dealt in the stock or noles 
of the bank during its suspension, says: “I did 
purchase. The bank failed during my absence in 
Balumore. After my return, I told Mr. W. W. 
Corcoran that I wished to exchange property which 
I had for stock of the bank, if he should hear of 
any forsale. In a few days he told me that a 
widowed lady had stock worth, at par value, fifteen 


| thousand dollars, for which we gave her houses 


and Jots assessed at about eight thousand dollars. I 
purchased also of another person two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars’ worth of stock, at filty dollars 
in the hundred. During the last winter I also par- 
chased three thousand seven hundred dollars’ worth 
of stock, at fifty-six dollars in the hundred.” This 
is the sworn testimony of one of the directors, who 
purchased nearly twenty thousand dollars’ worth 
of stock at a discount of about fifty per cent. pay- 
ing for most of it in real estate, which may have 
been over-estimated fifty per cent. 

John Pickering, who was chosen a director after 
the suspension, says, in reply toan inquiry whether 
he had dealt in the stock of the bank: “I sold toa 
lady in Georgetown a house and lot, and took in 
payment two thousand nine hundred dollars?’ worth 
of stock at seventy-five inthe dollar. I also ex- 
changed property in Washington city, which had 
cost me less than twelve hundred dollars, for 
eighteen hundred dollars’ worth of stock. This 
transaction also took place before I was a director. 
A few weeks ago I purchased of a broker $3,750 
worth of stock, at fixty-six dollars for the hundred 
dollars. I have also received, during the last fall 
or winter, a small amount of stock in the Patriotic 
Bank at par, and of the Bank of Washington at 
seventy-five dollars on the hundred.” 

William Nichols says that he was in business as 
a broker in Georgetown, and that “late in the 
summer of 1834 I bought a smal] amount of stock 
of the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank at fifty cents 
in the dollar. I also bought a small amount of 
notes of the Bank of Washington and the Farmers 
and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown at ninely and 
ninety-five cents in the dollar. J sold, at a small 
discount, the greatest proportion of the notes of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown to 
an individual, to pay a debt in the bank. I depo- 
sited also in the Bank of Washington its notes; and 
after the resumption of specie payments, I received 
specie or its equivalent therefor.” 

The testimony of William Prout, a broker in 
this city, is the most important. He says: “I 
dealt in the stocks of the Patriotic and Washington 
banks, end in the paper of all three of those banks. 
Í bought stock of the Washington bank at fifty 
cents inthe dullar, and Patriotic at seventy-five 
cents in the dollar. I bought paper of the Bank of 
Washington, and of the Farmers and Mechanics’ 
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Bank of Georgetown, at ‘sixty-five cents on the 
dollar, and the Patriotic at eighty-five. cents on the 
dollar. I purchased notes to an amount exceeding 
$80,000. I sold it again, but not to any officers of 
the bank; I sold them again to individuals to pay 
debts at the bank at a small profit. 

“J made frequent sales to the directors” [this wit- 
ness, said Mr. NN. appears to make a ‘distinction 
between officers and directors] “of the banks, at a 
small profit. Some was sold, I recollect, to Mr. 
Ingle, a director of the Patriotic bank, Mr. Edward 
Semmes, a director of the Bank of Washington, 
William A. Bradley, President of the Patriotic 
Bank, Jonathan Prout, and Samuel J. Todd, direc- 
tors in the Bank of Washington, and Raphael 
Semmes, a director in the Farmers and Mechanics 
Bank of Georgetown. I kept no records; I speak 
only fiom recollection when our transactions were 


‘very heavy. To some of the above gentlemen I 


schl these notes, and took in payment their indi- 
vidual notes, at long dates without interest. I res 
collect that Mr. Smith, President of the Farmers 
and Mechanies Bank of Georgetown, and William 
A. Bradley, President of the Patriotic Bank, offer- 
edto exchange bills and notes discounted, or pro- 
perty of the bank, for any amount of their paper 
that I might procure. In the transactions between 
Mr. Bradley and Mr. Ingle, and myself, I think, 
though I am not certain, that there was no money 
passed. They gave me in exchange for Patriotic 
Bank paper, scrip of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company, and due bills of the corporation 
of Washington. The scrip and the due bills were 
selling at that time for about eighty-five cents on 
the dollar.” 

Mt. N. said he had had but little time to examine 
this report, which he believed contained a mass 
of information tending to show the mismanage- 
ment of these banks in 1834. If he was not mis- 
in‘ormed, it would appear in some part of the 
report that the bills of some of these banks were 
put into circulation after their suspension, and then 
bought up by directors at a large discount. 

Mr. N. said, that in view of the conduct and 
mismanagement of these banks in 1834, and their 
present condition,he thought the better course would 
be to extend their charters for one or two years, to 
enable them to close up their concerns, and to esta- 
blish such number of new banks as may be re- 
quired for the wants of the District. 

On the motion of Mr. Bucnanan to amend the 
bill so as to require one dollar in specie for every 
four dollars of circulation and deposites, instead of 
circulation alone, Mr. Nites said the question raised 
by the amendment rendered it necessary to examine 
the principle already contained in the bill, whi 
required a certain proportion of specie as the basis 
of the circulation. The soundness of this princi- 
ple, and the reasons on which it rests, would, he 
thought, go far to decide the question of the 
amendment. This principle is not only one of 
great importance, but one about which there is great 
diversity of opinion. This diversity of opinion is 
not confined to those who essentially dissent in re- 
gard to the paper system; itis nota difference of 
opinion only between the ultra paper money men 
and the ultra hard money men, but it prevails 
among the opponents of the banking system. There 
are those, decidedly hostile to our existing banking 
and paper system, who feel the full force of the 
evils of our currency, and describe them in the 
strongest possible terms; who appear to look for a 
remedy for these evils by breaking down the mono- 
poly principle, and removing all restrictions. They 
propose to apply to banking, in their utmost lati- 
tude, the principles of free trade. The free trade 
principles he was not disposed to controvert, (al- 
though he thought they had their limitations,) but 
the question is, how far are they applicable to bank- 
ing, so far as that consists in manufacturing or 
coining money, putting it into circulation, and thus 
supplying the curreney of the country? i 

Trade will regulate itself, and never flourishes 
well as when left open fo general competition, and 
is free from all restriction. But will the manufac- 
tare and emission of money regulate. itself, and 
especially when it is only. a form of credit, and of 
no intrinsic value? Money composed. of gold and 
silver, was it not for the facility of a fraudulent 
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adulteration of these metals, might perhaps regulate 
itself: The object of coinage laws is to guard the 
public against fraud, and fo secure a uniform fine- 
ness and weight to the pieces of metal used as mo- 
ney, which it would be difficult and troublesome 
for individuals to ascertain. But how can paper 
money, which cost nothing, and can be manufac- 
tured to any extent, regulate itself? What princi- 
ple of self-regulation does it possess? He knew of 
none. But those who apply the free trade princi- 
ples to banking operations, consider that if the mo- 
nopoly principle was removed, the paper issued by 
banks would not possess the character of money. 
If they were right in this, their conclusion would no 
doubt be correct, that banking should be left entirely 
free. Butin that case, there would be no paper 
money, SO that by this course of reasoning they do 
not establish the position that paper money will re- 
gulate itself. They only propose to destroy paper 
money, or change its character into commercial 
paper or credit merely. If such a change could be 
effected, the currency of the country would neces- 
sarily become metallic, and the paper issued by 
banks and bankers would perform no other func- 
tion than that of commercial credit. 


If such would be the effect of applying the free 
trade principles to banking, the result would be 
highly favorable, although it would not prove that 
a paper currency requires no legal regulation, and 
that it is capable of regulating itself. 

In this view of the matter, the whole difficulty 
resolves itself inio a mere question of fact; whether, 
under the principles of free trade, the credit or pa- 
per of banks would cease to possess the attributes 
and perform the functions of money? If it should, 
free banking would be perfectly safe and work well. 
Bat if it should still retain the character of money, 
so as to supersede coin, then free banking will net 
be safe, unless paper money can regulate itself, 
which he entirely denied, and regarded as a propo- 
sition false and absurd upon its face. In regard to 
the fact whether the emissions of banks and 
bankers, under the free trade principle, would ac- 
quire the character of money, so as to supersede 
coin, there was no room for doubt on the subject. 
The experience of our own and other countries ful- 
ly establishes the fact, thatsuch paper will acquire 
the character and be used as a currency, and su- 
persede specie. ‘The existence of chartered com- 
panies, and the monopoly principle, no doubt im- 
pan: to the paper of banks more readily the attri- 

utes and functions of money. Under the free 
banking principle, it would no doubt require more 
time to give to the paper and credit of a banking 
company the circulation and uses of money; still, 
however, it would acquire them, and would as ef- 
fectuaily supersede and displace coin as is now 
done by the paper of incorporated companies. 


The free banking system, therefore, rests on a 
position unsound in point of fact. Where the law 
allows of the emission and circulation of credit for 
the uses and purposes of money, it will exist, and 
especially in a country where the people have been 
accustomed to a paper currency. So great is the 
facility of circuiating paper money in this country, 
that even the authority of positive laws is. found 
almost incapable of restraining it. As paper money 
will exist, unless positively prohibited, it becomes 
the duty of the Legislature to attempt to regulate 
and restrain it, so as to keep it from running into 
excess, and to guard the community against a frau- 
dulent currency. ‘The error in regard to free bank- 
ing, appears to arise from not attending to the dis- 
tinction between paper credit which circulates and 
is used as money, and paper of a mere commercial 
character. If banks were restrained from issuing 
paper to be used as money, which usurps the place 
of the national coin, the free trade principle would 
no doubt be the true system of banking. But if by 
free banking is meant the unrestrained manufac- 
ture and circulation of money by any company or 
individuals who may chooze to assume the trade of 
brokers and bankers, without any legal regulation, 
restriction, or safeguards whatever, then free bank- 
ing is but another name for free and legalized 
swindling. It is no doubt the right of any one to 
make as free a use of his credit as he pleases—it is 
as much his property as his capital; but he has no 


right to use it as money or currency, as that does 
not belong to any individual—it is a concern of the 
State. 

Whenever, therefore, the laws allow of paper 
money, in whatever form it may be created and 
circulated, it becomes the daty of the Government 
to regulate it so as to give to it security and stabi- 
lity as far as possible, to guard the public against 
frauds, and check and control its tendency to ex- 
cess. Mr. N. said he had thrown out these ideas, 
as not inapplicable to the question before the Se- 
nate; for as long as such great diversity of opinions 
prevail among those who admit the defects and 
evils of our present banking system, in regard to 
the remedy, he saw little prospect, or even hope, of 
the country ever being relieved from the calami- 
ties of a vicious banking and paper money system. 
Assuming, therefore, that if Government authorizes 
a paper currency, it is its duty to attempt to regn- 
late it, and protect the public against frauds and 
excesses, it becomes necessary to inquire what 
principles are importa `t to secure this desirable ob- 
ject; and none, he believed, was more essential or 
fundamental than that requiring a reasonable 
specie basis to sustain the issues and credits of 
banks. 


It is well known, as has already been stated in 
this debate, to be a rule with the Bank of England, 
to require one dollar in specie to every three dol- 
lars of their circulation and deposites. This bill 
requires one dollar in specie to four of circulation, 
if the amendment prevailed, it would require one 
in specie for four of circulation and deposites uni- 
ted.. This is objected to on various grounds, as 
being too rigid a rule. 

We are told by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,] that there is something peculiar in this Dis- 
trict; that itis an isolated community, unrepresent- 
ed; and that, from these peculiarities, rules which 
might be applicable elsewhere, ought not to be ap- 
plied here, or ought to be relaxed in their rigor. 
He could not perceive the force of this argument. 
If the people are unrepresented, he should regard 
that as an additional reasoh why we should be 
more cautious not tc expose them to the dangers of 
unsound and unsafe banking institutions, and the 
evils of a fraudulent currency. And if we look to 
the history of banking in the District, he thought 
we must be satisfied that there was at least as 
much danger from banks here as any where else. 
He hoped for the honor of the country, there was 
no other ten miles square with the same popula ion, 
where there had been so many bank failures, or where 
the people had suffered so severely from the mis- 
management and gross abuses of their banking in- 

vitutions, He could not, however, admit that 

there was any thing peculiar in the Distric’; it was 
like other places where there was but little capital 
and less trade; and the disasters which had befallen 
the money institutions here, were, no doubt, owiag 
mainly to the great excess of banking capital which 
had been imprudently created. 


Bat, having first denied the application of the 
rule in regard to specie to this District, the Senator 
finally seemed to doubt, if not to deny, the propriety 
of the rule itself. He tells us that the condition 
of the currency in England is very different from 
what it is in the United States; that one-half of 
their currency is metallic; and a much less propor- 
tion here; and on this account, he contended, that a 
greater proportion of specie to circulation would 
be required there. 

Mr. N. said he believed the reverse of that was the 
truth. The more specie enters into the currency of 
a country in general circulation, the less is required 
by banks asa basis to sustain their paper issues, 
This results from the reasons of the rule requiring a 
certain proportion of specie to paper. What is 
that reason? The Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Wezsrer,] says it is to regulate the issues of 
banks, the principle of convertibility not being ade- 
quate for that purpose; and the Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Rives] says it is to impart to paper 
issues the capacity to expand and contract in the 
same manner as specie would do. These reasons 
are substantially the same, and both correct so 
faras they go, but they are only results of a prin- 
ciple which lies still deeper, and is one of more 


vital importance. It is a law of currency, that 
only a certain part or proportion of paper currency 
can be maintained in any country. What that 
proportion is, has not been establised, and it would 
vary in different ‘countries, and in the same under 
different circumstances. Still it is a settled prin- 
ciple, that a part only of the currency of a country, 
can consist of paper; as the idea of an entire paper 
currency is an absurdity, One important reason 
then why banks are required‘ to keep a certain 
amount of specie, is to retain it in the country, 
and prevent the currency becoming entirely pa- 
per. But when the channels of circulation are 
one-half filled with coin, there is much less neces. 
sity for the banks which supply the paper to- be 
fortified with specie, as they may obtain a supply, 
as they have occasion for it, from the general circu- 
lation, 


It was said by the late Mr. Huskisson “that 
the circulation of one pound notes, and the con- 
vertibility of bank issues, could not coexist.” The 
reason for this opinion is, that whilst the circulation 
of small notes would greatly increase the danger 
of runs upon banks, they would, at the same time, 
drive nearly all coin. from circulation, and leave 
the country with nothing but a paper currency. 


The importance of maintaining a proper portion 
of specie in the country was admitted by Alexan- 
der Hamilton, in his report in favor of the bank 
which was established in 1791. Among other ob- 
jections to the banks, he notices this, that it would 
drive the specie from the country, and remarks 
that it is contended by many, that if such was the 
result, it would be of no consequence. He, how- 
ever, does not admit the correctness of that opi- 
nion, but attempts to prove that the banks would 
increase capital, stimulate industry, and augment 
the exports, which would bring specie into the 
country rather than tend to drive it out. 


But although it be true that the greater quantity 
or proportion of coin in general circulation in Eng- 
land would require less specie to be kept on hand 
by the banks, yet there are other causes operating 
there which do not exist here that might render 
more necessary. The notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land are a legal tender in all payments, except at 
the banks; they are made, by law, the standard of 
value, and to support that standard, they must 
have a strong specie basis: being treated as money 
in law, it must be nearly assimilated to money in 
fact, otherwise the standard of value would be al- 
together factitious and arbitrary; one which could 
not be maintained. 


But whilst we are told that the rule in England 
would not be a proper one in this country, we are, 
at the same time, informed that there is no rule 
there in respect to specie, or that it is not regarded, 
It is said to have been departed from in 1836, 
when, instead of having nine or ten millions of bul- 
lion, which was necessary to maintain the propor- 
tion, the bank had but about four millions. This 
is true, but itis also true that the conduct of the 
bank was universally condemned by all parties; 
and their disregard of this rule of safety was alleged 
and believed to be the principal cause of the ex- 
pansion of the currency, and the subsequent revul- 
sion. 

We are further told, sir, that the proportion of 
one to four of specie is unnecessarily large, and the 
condition of the banks in the United States in 1829 
is relied upon in support of this position. It is said, 
on the authority of Mr. Gallatin, that at that time 
the banks had but one dollar in specie for eight of 
circulation, and asserted that our banks and cur- 
rency were never in a sounder condition. That the 
banking institutions of the country were in a sound 
condition with so small a proportion of specie to 
their circulation, is utterly impossible. If the banks 
were then in a sound condition, and acting on 
sound principles, how has it happened that they so 
soon run down and exploded? If this statement is 
correct, they had less specie compared to their cir- 
culation than they had last year at the time of their 
explosion, The very fact that the banks have, in 
afew years, without increasing their circulation, 
as compared with their specie funds, beyond what 
it was in 1829, mm down and exploded, is concla- 
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sive evidence that they were then unsound, and 
conducted on unsafe principles. What stronger 
evidence can we have of the defect of this system 
than its total failure? 


The honorable Senator from Virginia also says 
this is a new principle in legislation; that it has not 
been recognised in any of the States, except his 
own, the past year; and there, one dollar of specie 
is reqnired to five of circulation. Such a restric- 
tion as that is a mere mockery, as no well-adminis- 
tered bank can keep up such a circulation. That 
this principle. has not been recognised in the legis- 
lation of the States is true; yet itis by no means a 
new principle. Itisas old as the existence of banks; 
for originally banks of circulation keep their entire 
capital in specie, and their issues were ‘true repre- 
sentatives of it. This principle has been gradually 
departing from, and, within the last few years, it 
has been almost entirely disregarded in this coun- 
try. And what is the consequence of this? Is it 
not to deprive the currency of all connection with 
specie, and to reduce it to the common standard of 
commercial paper? Paper which is to be used as 
a currency, must have some other foundation to 
rest upon than mere securily, or the responsibility 
of the issuers. It is a substitute for money, per- 
forms. the functions of money, usurps the place of 
coin, and must, in some degree, possess the quali- 
ties and attributes of specie. It must, to some ex- 
tent, be a trae representative of coin, otherwise it 
will soon depreciate and lose its character as 
money. 


Mr. N. said he believed the explosion of the 
banking system the past year, was much more to 
be attributed to a general disregard of the princi- 
ple of preserving a sound specie basis, than to the 
undue expansion of the issues. In times of real 
or apparent prosperity, not only individuals, but 
coiporations, forget or disregard the ordinary prin- 
ciples of prudence and safety. It is the instinct 
of banks to make as much money as they can, and 
this leads them to invest their entire capital where 
it will be productive. The specie in the vaults of 
a bank earns nothing, and all of them were di- 
minishing the quantity, regarding itas dead capi- 
tal; and it had become a pretty gencral senti- 
ment that this was the true course of conducting 
banks—to loan all the capital, on mortgages or 
other securities, and to loan all the deposites and 
circulation for paper having a short run, and to 
depend upon this paper to meet any demand 
against the institution, That this course would 
afford the greatest profits, cannot be doubted ; and 
that a single banlc might be safely conducted on 
this principle, if managed prudently, will not be 
denied, and especially if in the vicinity of a large 
commercial town, where it can dispose of its dis- 
counted notes or bills, in case of necessity. 


But Legislatures must not look at the operations 
of a single institution; they must look at the system. 
One bank might exchange its own credit for the 
credit of individuals, and carry on a business of 
dealing in credit without any moncy, as it could 
sell its own credit, or the credit of others which it 
possessed, for money when necessity required it. 
There would, no doubt, bescme hazard ina course 
of this kind in a single institution. But coukl all 
the banks in the country do this? Could they all 
reduce their business toa mere exchange of their 
own credit for the credit of others, and continue 
this without any specie funds? This would not 
be practicable for three months; and it was an ap- 
proximation to this state of things that rua down 
the system, and produced the explosion. 


Sir, the banking system can never regain the 
confidence of the people of this country, until it is 
brought back nearer to its original principles, from 
which it has recklessly departed. Bank credits, 
which are circulated and used as money, must 
become in truth and fact the representatives of coin 
toa reasonable extent. If made the true repre- 
sentative and substitute of specie, in a reasonable 
proportion, it will beve in a good degree the atri- 
butes of specie, the stability of it, and will contract 
and expand in the same manner as specie would, 
and be. governed by the same laws. 


But, Mr. President, the ‘more immediate question | 


| 


| on the books of the bank. 


| which to regulate the specie. 


now is upon what rule the specie shall be gra- 
duated—whether it ought to bear a certain propor: 
tion to the circulation, or the circulation and depo- 
sites united. This question can be decided by 
reference to the reason on which the principle rests 
requiring any specie to be kept by banks. ‘That 
reason, as we have attempted to show, 1s, in addi- 


| tion to greater security, to impart to bank credits, 


which are used as a substitute for coin, the attri- 
butes of money; and to make them, in fact, the 
representatives of specie to some extent. The 
question, then, is, what are these substitutes? What 
bank credits are used in the place of coin? Are 
there no other bank credits but bank notes? If 
not, then the specie should bear a proportion to the 
circulation only. Such, however, is not the fact. 
The deposites are a part of the circulation almost 
as much as the notes. This is especially the case 
in all commercial towns, where most of the busi- 
ness is done by a transfer of the bank credits, con- 
sisting of deposites, The merchants deposite their 
funds in the banks; but they do not do this for the 
purpose of having them lie dead there, but for the 
express purpose of using them. They draw checks 
on their deposites, which circulate as a bank credit, 
and when finally presented to the bank, they are 
not paid in its bills, but the amount of the check is 
charged to the drawer, and credited to the holder, 
This is the way in 
which a large portion of the business in cities is 
transacted. And hence it is, that banks of large 
capitals and large aggregate deposites, in great: 
commercial towns, have but a very small circula- 
tion. A rule, therefore, which should require such 
banks to have one dollar in specie for every three 
or fourof their circulation, would amount to nothing 


| at all, for thereal circulation ofsuch banks, is their 


deposites. Country banks havea small amount of 
deposites, and a large circulation; city banks, or 
those in commercial places, have small circulations, 
and a large sum on deposite. These two forms of 
bank credit, both perform the ofice of a currency, 
and are a substitute for coin: that being the case, 
itis difficult to see why the rule requirmg specie 
should not apply equaily to both? 

Ifyou adopt circulation alone asa rule, you do 
great injustice to the country banks, and require 
vastly more specie of them than of the city banks, 
whose deposites constitute their principal circu- 
lation. 


It is not very material which rule is adopted, 
provided you assume one that operates equally and 
justly. To attain this end, is the strong reason in 
favor of combining the two kinds of bank credit 
which are used as a currency, as an element by 
If the note circula- 
tion alone is made the rule, the proportion of specie 
should be greater. 

Mr. N. said he would notice one other objection 
which had been urged, and conclude. It js said 
that to require one dollar in specie to four of circu- 
lation and deposites, will be too severe on the 
banks, and that they cannot live under so rigid a 
rule. Fle was far from believing this. It is true 
that during a limited period of successful business 
of two or three years, the banks may not be able to 
make as large dividends, but for a period of ten 
years, he believed their profits wouht be greater. 
Low is it that with the enormous privileges enjoy- 
ed by banks, few have, for the last twenty years, 
earned more than six percent. on their capital stock. 
They have the earnings of their entire capital, of 
aul their ceposites, and of their circulation, except 
the small amount of specie they keep in their 
vaults. And yet with these immense advantages 
they make to the stockholders only about ihe 
ordinary income of capital. 


On the first of January, 1837, the circulation of 
all the banksin the Union was one hundred and 
fifty millions, and about one hundred and thirty 
millions of deposites, making two hundred and 
eighty millions, on which the banks were receiving 
interest over and above their capital. At this time 
iney had less than forty millions in specie, and if 
that was deducted, would leave over two hundred 
and forty millions of dollars, for which the public was 
pasing them interest, in addition to their actual capital. 
This would amount to more than fifteen millions of 


dollars a‘ year. And yet, with this immense in- 
come over and ‘above the tise of their ‘capital, the 
business ‘has afforded’ little more ‘than the legal in- 
terest to the stockholders. “How ‘is tbis? Why, it 
is easily explained. “The fact thatthe banks are 
allowed to use their credit. without ‘limit, in times 
of prosperity, almost invariably ‘causes them 
to actrashly and imprudently. ‘They make loans 
incautiously to doubtful persons, and‘ they loan 
largely to'speculators, brokers, gamblers in stocks, 
and to encourage bold ‘and’hazardous enterprises. 
Whilst the steam is up, they make one or two 
large dividends, and then comes the revulsion, and 
the heavy losses thrown upon the banks. If they 
were limited-in the ‘use of their credit, they would 
act more cautiously, more steadily, and their busi- 
ness would be more profitable in the end. 


There is.another reason why the banks have not 
earned more for their stockholders, which is, that a 
large share of their earnings is squandered in sala- 
ries and expenses Does not the fact of the enor- 
mous salaries paid by banks to their officers prove, 
was there no other evidence of it, that they enjoy 
privileges which they ought not to. possess? — Is 
there not something manifestly wrong in the idea 
that a mere private corporation should be able to 
pay its oflicers one or two hundred per cent, more - 
than is paid to the highest officers of the State 
from whence they derive their charters? The 
cashier of a bank receives two and three thousand 
dollais, and the Governor of the State, and the 
judges of the Supreme Court, perhaps one thou- 
sand. Is there not something wrong in this? Must 
it not have a pernicious influence on public senti- 
meni? Is it not adding greatly to the power and 
influence of these institutions, to allow them such 
privileges as will enable them, combined, to con- 
trol more patronage than belongs to the State, and 
to pay their officers one or two hundred per cent. 
more than the State can afford to pay? Is not 
this setting up the creature above the creator? 
Must it not have a pernicious influence on our 
free institutions?_ 


If they were more restricted in their issues and 
earnings, had less profits, but those more sure and 
stable, they would be obliged to cut down the sala- 
ries of their officers, and other expenses, and it. is 
highly desirable that all banks were compelled to.do 
this. 


But would the restriction requiring a proportion 
of specie equal to one-fourth of their circulation 
and deposites, be oppressive and onerous upon these 
banks? Let us suppose a bank of two hundred 
thousand dollars capital, with one hundred thou- 
sand dollars in circulation, and one hundred thou- 
sand in deposites: this bank would be required to 
have fifty thousand dollars in specie. lt. would 
have the earnings of its entire capital, and of one 
huncred and fifty thousand dollars of its deposites 
and circulation, which cost it nothing. It would 
be receiving interest on a capital of three hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, when its actual capital 
paid’ in was but two hundred thousand. Such 
would be the immense privileges enjoyed by these 
banks, even upon the restrictive principle propesed 
to be incorporated into the bill, But, sir, the ques- 
tion is not one of profit to the banks, but of saféty 
to the public. Ttis the first and important duty of 
the Legislature, in establishing a bank, and autho- 
rizing the cuculation of paper money, to take care 
that the public shall be safe; and if this cannot be 
done consistent with the interests of the banks, then 
the system is bad, and should be abandoned. He 
believed, however, there was no difficulty on this 
point: the banks will continue to make their pro- 
its; the only. difficulty is to throw around them suf- 
ficient guards to afford security tothe public. He 
oped the amendment would be adopted, and that 
the true specie principle would! be incorporated into 
our banking system, so` far as Congress has any 
jurisdiction ovér the subject. How far our legis- 
ation would be respected by the States, or influ- 
ence their action, he should not stop to inquire. He 
did net propose to make model institutions here, 
but ifcalled on to establish banks for the District, 
he wished to establish them on sound principles, 
and if this was not attained, nd“pill could haye his 
vote, . S Pee, g 
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TREASURY NOTE BILL, ` 


SPEECH OF MR. JONES, 
Or VIRGINIA, 

In the House of Representatives, May , 1838:—On 
the bill to authorize the issuing of : Treasury 
notes to meet the current expenses of the Go- 
vernment. $ 
Mr. SPEAKER: Irise, sir, to ask the indulgence 

of the House, while I shall undertake to assign the 

reasons which induce me to give to the bill, now 
under consideration, my support; and, in doing 

even this, fam departing from a rule which at a 

veryjearly period of this proceeding I had laid down 

for the government of my own conduct. I had 
believed, sir, that the best service it would be in 
my power to render my country, at this time, was 
to consume as little time as possible, in order to 
enable us to act promptly, and speedily, upon the 
bill before us. Nor should I be disposed now, for 

a moment, to depart from my original determina- 

tion, but rather have remained a silent spectator of 

‘the scene that has been acting around me, had it 

not been for the course the debate has taken, and 

which seems to render it necessary, on the part of 
those at least who are members of the committee 
from which this bill was reported, that the grounds 
of their action should be fairly and frankly presen- 
ted to the House, and to the country, in order that 
all. may have afforded to them an opportunity of 

judging of its merits. f 
Sir, I should feel that I was recreant to the trust 

confided to me, and unworthy of the place I hold 

here, #f I could set tacitly by, and tamely submit, 
without explanation or resistance, to what I have 
heard in the course of this debate. Sir, what have 
we witnessed? An honorable member from Ten- 
_nessee, (Mr. BsLL,] has made a labored argument 
to prove that this bill is calculated to mislead and 
deceive the public mind; that in effect it is to ope- 
rate às a deception and fraud upon the pub- 
lic.” Sir, when this extraordinary declaration 
was made by that member, I sat in anxious 
expectation to hear so grave a charge sus- 
tained by as grave reasoning, based upon proof, 
which would be clear, strong, irresistible, incon- 
trovertible. But in what did his proof consist? Not in 
facts which applied to the bill itself, which is identi- 
cal in principle with that passed at the last session of 

Congress, after the most minute investigation, ma- 

ture reflection, and full debate; but in his own na- 

ked declaration that the title to the bill is deceptive! 

Sir, as to the title, { candidly confess that my atten» 

non has never been drawn to it for a single mo- 

ment; indeed, I never spent a thought upon it until 

I saw it taken hold of in this House, and relied 

upon by honorable gentlemen as a ground of at- 


tack upon those who have been instrumental in re- 


porting it; and without pretending to know the rea- 
sons which influenced the framer of the bill, and 
the author of its title, to adopt the phraseology 
which he has, I presume that he, looking to what 
was intended by Congress, at its last session, con- 
sidered that it was the object of the former bill to 
give to the Goverment the use of ten millions of 
dollars of Treasury notes, up tò the full end and 
close of the present year; and perceiving that such 
was not the effect of that law, but, on the contrary, 
that we have now returned into'the Treasury, and 
cancelled, about six millionsof those notes, he very 
naturally concluded that what wag intended by the 
bill of ‘the last session was not. in fact done; and 
hence he adopted the following as its title: “An act 
to carry into effect an-act. approved the 12th day 
of October, 1837, to authorize the issuing of Trea- 
sury notes.” . 

Mr. Speaker, the members. of the. Committee 
know too well the character of the Opposition in 
this House, to have attempted so'shallow an arti- 
fice, if, under any circumstances, they could be ca- 
pable of resorting to. artifice at all; an Opposition 
which can find nothing that proceeds from this Ad- 
ministration or its supporters.to approve, but every 
thing ‘to condemn. r 
and gcSsamer covering as a deceptive title'toa 
bill, could ever conceal the perpetration of a. fraud 
apon the country; and yet the argument is, to prove 
that an aliempt is made to place this question be- 
fore the cotimry in a point of ylew calculated to 


They know that no such thin | 


-even in expectancy, in the. Treasury, to 
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mislead and deceive the public mind. Sir, does 
hot every man know (and none better than the 
honorable member from Tennessee). that the title 
to this, as well as- every other bill that comes up 
for consideration, is. at all times under. the control 
of the House, to be altered and amended at its will 


and pleasure? And I doubt not I expřess the senti- 


ments of every member upon the Committee 
friendly to the bill, when I say that there would 
nave been no objection on the part of any one of 
them to'any proper amendment. which should be 
proposed, better suited to. the taste of honorable 
gentlemen, come from what quarter it might. But 
the people are to be imposed upon, it seems; and 
imposed upon by the mere reading of the title to a 

il! 

This is taking it for granted that, while they are 
able to read the title, they have not intelligence 


| enough, but are too grossly ignorant, to understand 


the body of a bill just ten lines in length! Sir, I 
wili not dwell upon this frivolous abjection. It 
would be insulting to an intelligent people. 

Mr. Speaker, we are all here, I apprehend, 
doubtless in quest of truth. I am sure it is the 
anxious desire ct all gentlemen, of every party, to 
obtain correct information, to enable them to act 
understandingly, and witha view to promote the 
best interests of our common country. I feel, how- 
ever, that. I am circumscribed, very much so, in 
the remarks.I have to submit to the consideration 
of the House; but I trust I shall not be found vio- 
lating your rules of order; intentionaily I never 
shall. I propose, sir, to discuss this question upon 
proofs, and not upon mere assertion, or loud and 
empty declamation. It is upon the proofs alone I 
shall rely, in the confident expectation that I shall 
satisfy all, who may not have been convinced be- 
fere, if there be such here, that this Government 
has the most ample means to redeem all its obliga- 
tions; and although they may not be all available 
in the course of the present year, which I shall not 
insist upon, yet that it has ample means to redeem 
all its obligations, and that, too, before there can be 
any call upon it under the law now propo‘ed to be 
passed. ‘This induces me to look back for a single 
moment to days gone by; for it is sometimes useful 
to refresh our memories by recurring io the past, 
even if it be not very remote, and although it may 
be at the risk of involving honorable gentlemen in 
inconsistency. 

It will be recollected, sir, that at the called ses- 
sion of Congress, in September last, the finances 
of the Government were scanned with the closest 
possible scrutiny; yes, sir, by eyes that looked 
to it for the express purpose of proving the abi- 
lity of the Government, in a pecuniary point of 
view, to carry out the provisions of the Deposite 
act ofthe 26th of June, 1836. It cannot he so soon 
forgotten that it was then maintained that the con- 
dition of the Treasury was such as not only to 
enable the Secretary to meet the current demands 
upon it, and to pay over the fourth instalinent, bat 
that there would then remain some millions of dol- 
lars of surplus beyond the legitimate wants of the 
Government. ‘These were the views then enter- 
tained, and acted upon, by those who now oppose 
the passage of this bill; and by none were they 
more strongly urged aud sustained, on-that occa- 
sion, than by the honorable member from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. BeLL,] who sits before me; but who now 
maintains, while the same state of things exists, the 
very reverse of. the propusition which he then la- 
bored to establish and to prove. 

A strange alteration of opinion this, Mr. Speaker, 
in the space of a few short months! Then the 
gentleman could demonstrate, to his own satisfac- 
tion at least, that there were millions upon millions 
in the Treasury over and above the nine millions 
for the States—over and above all the necessary 
expenses of the Government—to meet its legiti- 
matè. wants, and over and above our extraordinary 
expenses, on. account. of Indian hostilities; but 
now, alas! the scene has changed, and the same 
gentleman has made.a labored argument to prove 
that there is nothing, no, nota solitary dollar, not 
meet the 
legitimate wants of the Government}, but that there 
wiil be at-the.end of this year an actual deficiency 


‘of about eleven millions of dollars. 
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“Tempora mutantur,. et. nos mutamur. in. illis.” 
“The times have changed, and: we change with 
them.” (Mr. Betty, in an under tone, I have not 
changed.] The gentleman informs.me that he. has 
not changed. I can only say, sir, that his ground 
is changed, his argument is changed, and: his..te- 
sults are changed, and that to the tune of some. 
twenty or more millions of dollars. . This may. be 
nochange. The honorable gentleman may. not 
regard it as one in these ever-changing and change- 
able times, and perhaps, therefore, I ought not to 
have adverted to it. | But the majority of the. two 
Houses of Congress, entertaining a widely different 
Opinion from the one expressed by the gentleman 
at that time, upon this subject, deemed it expedient 
to pass an act withholding from the States the 
fourth instalment of deposites; anå satisfied 
oo, thal, even with that aid, the available 
means of the Government would be insuf- 
ficient to meet the ordinary demands upon 
it, they furthermore authorized an issue of 
ten millions of Treasury notes, not, be it 
remembered, because the Government did not 
possess asundant means to meet all the demands 
upon.it; but because, amidst that universal embar- 
rassment which had extended itself over the whole 
mercantile community, embracing the banking in- 
stitations of the country, it was scarcely to be hoped 
that the several amounts held on deposite. by. the 
banks, and due from merchants on duty bonds, 
could bé made available to the Government with- 
out greatly increasing those embarrassments which 
ell were anxious to mitigate. Sir, at that time, all 
eyes were turned to Congress, anxiously looking 
for and awaiting such relief as would, through the 
ordinary channe}s of legislation, be extended to 
what was every where represented to be a suffering 
communtity An anxious desire to fulfil this ex- 
pectation, so universally indulged in, led to legisla- 
tion, both towards the banks which had been se- 
lected as depositories of the public money, and the 
merchants whose duty bonds had fallen due, and 
Were about to fall due, which, as we all know, 
placed, for the time, beyond the reach and control 
of the Government some eleven or twelve millions 
of dollars, due from the deposite banks aud from 
merchants. It will be recollected that the provi- 
sions of one of these laws gave to the merchants 
an extension ef nine months to pay their bonds, 
making the whole credit twelve and fifteen-months, 
instead of three and six months, as provided by the 
then existing laws; and that the law in reference to 
the banks, gave to them an extension on their lias 
liabilities to the Government of one-third until 
July next, one-third until January next, and the 
balance until the first of July, 1839. 

And now, with a view to further explanation, I 
am led naturally to inquire, what was the amount 
thus rendered unavailable by this indulgence grant- 
ed by the Government itself, by our own legisla- 
tion; legislation, designed and intended for the 
sole aid of its debtors, whether individuals or cor- 
porations. By reference to the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, it will be found that there 
were— 

In the deposite banks, subject to draft 

on the Ist of January -~ 
Due onaccount of merchants’ bonds, 

say - - - - 
The report was, at first, necessarily 

imperfect, from the returns not hay- 

ing come in, and the amountis there 

set down, at only $4,000,000 but itis 

since ascertained to be largely over 

$6,000,000. The returns, however, 

are still incomplete, and the amount 
will probably be found to approach 
nearer to $9,000,000. 


$5,411,364 
6,000,000 


BLI,411,364 


Being, as you will see, sir, in round numbers, 
cleven millions and a half of the Government's 
resources, placed beyond its control, by its own tle- 
gislation, for the relief of its debtors; legislation 
too, be it remembered, subsequent to the passage of 
the Treasury note biliyon ‘the passage of which, if 
indulgence was anticipated, it was not expected to 
extend beyond the limitations of that act, viz: the 
3Ist of December next. 
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But we have been told, in the course of this de- 
bate, that the issue of ten millions of Treasury 
hotes was interidéd to supply the deficiency occa- 
aidnéd by the indulgence Extended to the merchants 
and the banks. Sir, it was so intended; and, per- 
mit me to add, that there existed at that time 
strong reasons to believe that that aid extended to 
the Government by means of those Treasury notes, 
would have been just as effectual to enable it to 
teet all demands upon it, as if the amount due 
from the banks and merchants had been paid up to 
the last dollar; but owing to circumstances, over 
which this Government could exercise no control, 
over which the legislation of Congress could exer- 
cise notie, this then reasonable expectation has 
been disappointed. And how, permit me hère to 
inquire, has it been disappointed? Why, we all 
know that, ih consequence of the genetal sispen- 
sion of specie payments by the banks, in connec- 
tion with other causes, which the limits of this 
debate do not authorize me now to examine, it had 
the effect of depressing the Treasury notes from 
an eighth to a quarter, and half of one per cent. 
below the value of gold and silver; and, as nothing 
could be received in payment of the public dues 
but gold and silver oy Treasury notes, the cettain 
anil inevitable consequencé was, growing out of 
that anxiety which every man feels to protect his 
own interest, and pay his debts in the most conve- 
nient mode, and with the smallest amount of mø- 
ney; Isay, sir, the consequence was that, in the 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, points at 
which we collect, I believe, full one half of the 
public revenue, they sunk below specie par, and 
were consequently paid into the Treasury almost 
as fast as they were issued, redeeming, to be sure, 
the exact amount of Treasury notes returned, but 
bringing into your Treasury nothing that could be 
available to meet the ordinary demands upon the 
Government. Now, sir, had these Treasury notes, 
as was then expected, been spread over the whole 
year, coming back in something like equal propor- 
tions, the means furnished by them, together with 
other resources, would have enabled the Govern- 
ment to take up much the larger part of them, or 
at any rate have left but a very small amount 
indeed to be redeemed at the time when the 
provisions of the Jaw would have expired. 
I say, sir, this would have been the result, the 
inevitable result; but, instead of that, nearly six 
millions of the amount: were redeemed in the first 
four months of the year: because, as they came 
back, and were canccelled, the amount so returned 
and cancelled was equivalent, pre tanto, to apply- 
ing thus much of the resources of the Govern- 
ment to their redemption. 

Now what does this bill propose? We have 
heard it reiterated by the honorable member from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that we have bor- 
rowed ten millions last year, and that we now seek 
to borrow another ten millions by this bill. Yes, 
sir, it has been sent forth to the world, that we are 
for borrowing twenty millions; when there is not a 
single paragraph, or line of the bill, in virtue of 
which there ever could be more than ten millions 
outstanding at any one time. If you choose to eall 
it borrowing, it was originally but ten millions, 
but as about seven millions (including seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars of them, returned and can- 
celled during the last year) have been redeemed; 
it is, so far as the former act was concerned, and 
by the present circumstances, growing out of its 
operation, a debt of three millions only; that being 
the amount now outstanding. And what do we 
how propose? Not to issue a new batch of Trea- 
sury notes; but to pass a bill by which you will 
put it in the power of the Government again to 
issue the same amount which was authorized by 
the act of the 12th of October, 1837, as they shall be 
returned to the Treasury and cancelled, and as the 
exigencies of the country may require; and thus to 
anticipate, and for a short period only, its own 
means by which it will be enabled very soon to re- 
deem the whole of this debt. 

Mr. Speaker, I have said that the means of the 
Government are ample to meet all its liabilities; 
and how does it appear? I speak now from that 
condemned, that much abused communication of 
the President of the United States, sent to us on 
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Friday last, consisting of some fifteen or twenty 
lines. What are we therein told, sir? That there 
are on deposite with the States $28,000,000, and 


more than $15,060,000 due froni individuals and - 


banks; and he might have added that, atthe close 
of the present year, the accruing revenue from cus- 
toms and the sale of public lands, would amount to 
$15,000,000 besides, making an aggregate of some 
$58,000,000. Sir, I feel that I should be careful 
when I rely upoti this corhmimication of the Presi- 
dent, after the remarks that have fallefi from the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Beuu.] I know 
that I should rely with great caution upon any 
statement which the President of the United States 
may deeńi it propef to tiake to Congress} for what 
have we heard from that honorable gentleman? 
Why, he has said, in round and unmeasured terms, 
that this was gross and unwarrantable. dictation to 
Congress on the part of the President. It would 
seem, then, that it is gross and unwarrantable dic- 
tation for him to undertake to make to us a com- 
munication of the fact that the Treasury is upon 
the verge of becorting unable to theet its liabilities, 
and in that communication to recommend whiat he 
deemed expedient for the best interests of the 
country. Sir; it may not be unimportant for us to 
bear in recollection thé fdndamental law of our 
land. It may not be amiss to read the article in 
the Federal Constitution, bearing upon this subject, 
for the purpose of seeing the duties imposed by 
that sacred instrument upon this high officer. 
We shall there find his duty so clearly and 
plainly marked out and defined, that he who 
runs may redd. 

Let us, then, go, batk to the Constitution, and see 
what this act of his is that has drawn down upon 
him this heavy and unmitigated denunciation. 
That instrument prescribes, in the second and third 
sections of the second article, that ‘he may re- 
quire the opinion, in writing, of the principal ofti- 
cer in eachof the Executive Departments upon any 
subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices; and, havifig dote so, “he shall, from time 
to time, give to the Congress information of the 
state of the Union, and recommend to their consi- 
deration such measures as he shall sudge necessary 
and expedient:” not that he may; but here is the 
more forcible and imperative word, shall, in the 
Constitution itself, which has been so strongly ob- 
jected to, and so severely criticised, by honorable 
gentlemen in another part of this debate. Yes, 
“he shall,” from time to time, give to Congress in- 
formation of the state of the Union, and recommend 
to their consideration such measurés as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient.” The President has no 
choice about it. 

The people have placed him in the station he 
occupies, and here are the duties imposed upon 
him by the Constitution. It “shall” be his duty, 
to do what? “ Recommend to their [our] conside- 


ration snch measuees as he shall judge necessary;” 


the very thing, sir, the President has done, to the 
spirit and the letter. And yet, while, as we have seen, 
he is pursuing but the strict and straight line of his 
duty, and when he would have been criminal if he 
had failed to do what he has done, he is to be de- 
nounced and held up to the world as a dictator, 
and have the finger of scorn and contempt pointed 
at him, for the performance of the very task im- 
posed upon him by that Constitution which he has 
sworn to support! But I will not dwell longer upon 
this subject. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been remarked further, that 
this communication was an attempt to deceive. 
Sir, not only are your committees charged with an 
intention to deceive, but your heads of depart- 
ments also; and when the President himself, in the 
performance of his high duty, faithfully discharges 
it, the same charge is also reiterated against him. 


It is done to deceive the people of the country, is, 


the allegation. How is it made out? Why he has 
told us that there are twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars on deposite with the States, and more than 
fifteen millions due from banks and from indivi- 
duals; and this, a fact susceptible of demonstra- 
tion to all, is the head and front of his offending. 
Let us see then how it stands, and if there be any 
ground for the charge; for I agree that the Presi- 
dent's high station ought not to shield him, if hehas 
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been guilty. But, sir, if I. can prove, as I feel 
assnred I can, that there is not the slightest founda- 
tion for the charge, then, I think, it must be con- 
ceded on all hands, that it was alike ungenerons 
and unjust to make it. Sir, have we, or have we 
not, $28,000,000 on deposite with the States? Will 
any gentleman here deny that? Is there a man in 
this House who will rise in-his: place and tell-me 
that the fact is not so? ` Have you distributed it 
finally? * Was there a man who, at the time the de- 
posite law was passed, maintained ‘that it was 
designed as a distribution among the States? 

[Mr. Wisk, in an under tone. It was so in- 
tended.] : 

It may have been so intended by some who voted 
for it} but certain I am, they never avowed it; for 
it they had, I doubt very much if one-half the men 
who sustained it would ever have recorded their 
votes in its favor. 

Mr. WISE. I avowed it. 

Mr. JONES. My colleague informs me that 
he avowed it; and I am sure he did, because he 
says So. 

Mr. WISE. My colleague misunderstands me. 
I voted against that bill; but nevertheless, I avowed 
it to be the intention of those through whose 
agency it was passed; and I did not hear it con- 
tradicted. $ ; anat 

Mr. JONES. The very thing, sir, I was urging. 
I said that those who advocated that bill never inti- 
mated that it was for a positive and final distribu- 
tion of the surplus. I know there was an impres- . 
sion that some of those who voted for it believed 
that to be the intention, but they never avowed it; 
and that but confirms my position, that if they had, 
the measure never would have been adopted. 
Then I presume it will not be denied that we have 
$28,000,000 on deposite with the States. 

The next item in this communication in which 
deception is charged, is where it sets forth that there 
are $15,000,000 due to the Government from banks 
and individuals. Sir, is this true or false? Has 
the President told the truth or not? Let the ques- 
tion be answered by facts and not by argument; for 
argument is not needed where we have to deal with 
facts like these. Fiere, then, sir, are the facts, 
which speak conclusively, and must bring convic- 
tion to the mind ofevery man who examines them. 
In the deposite banks on the Ist Ja- j 


nuary - - - - $5,411,364 

Due from merchants, say - - 6,000,000 
Bonds of the Bank of the United 

States, say - - - 7,600,060 

_ $18,411,364 


Or put the merchants’ bonds at even four mil- , 
lions, deducting the amount ascertained since the 
previons returns, and the President's estimate, or 
statement of our resources, is still below the actual 
amount due. Sir, the statement was true to the 
letter; and yet, for having told this plain truth, to 
enable us to come forward in a becoming spirit to 
aid our country, and rescue it from temporary em- 
barrassment, he is held up to the people and de- 
nounced for having furnished statements which are 
not to be relied upon. 

The honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
SERcEANT,] in noticing the remarks of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
which he stated that the time was rapidly approach- 
Ing when candid and intelligent men would do jus- 
tice to this Administration, for its firmness in re- 
jecting the counsels of fear, and disregarding the 
denunciations of frenzy-—for its elevated patriotism 
in sacrificing temporary popularity to preserve the 
sumpremacy of the laws, and the permanent wel- 
fare of the Union—characterized that period as 
constituting anew era in the history of this Go- 
vernment. 

Sir, the gentleman’s new era is already ushered 
in upon us, to be commemorated, I presume, by 
the arguments which I am now attempting to an- 
swer; in which truth is made to mean falsehood, 
and open and fair dealing knavery and fraud. It 
is indeed a new era when such perversions are 
given to facts, and facts, too, in reference 
to which sophistry itself cannot possibly mis- 
lead the judgment. When the Secretary of the 
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Treasury makes a coramunication to this House, 


it seems, too, that he “stumps” every body, 
from the venerable member from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams,] down to the most beardless among 
as. tome gentlemen say. that his communications 
are mysterious and obscure, others that he cannot 
write grammar, others again that he cannot cypher, 
in short, that he is the merest dolt in the world. 
But when, as now, a rather more laconic commu- 
nication is transmitted to Congress, one that pre- 
sents the question as clear as a sun beam; when the 
President speaks, and tells you what no man can 
misunderstand; why then, forsooth, there is knavery 
and fraud at the bottom. Your Secretary cannot 
be understood by any body, and the President is en- 
deavoring to practice a fraud: and, strange as it 
may appear, this is urged here by members in 
the Congress of the United States, intended to go 
forth to the people cf this country, and to be relied 
upon as true. 

Sir, permit me to say this is drawing largely in- 
deed, upon the credulity and ignorance of the 
people. But I will proceed. Taking, then, 
the amount due from the States, and the 
amount due from the merchants and banks, 
and estimatiag (which is a low calculation) 
the aceruing revenue of the current year at 
$15,000,000, we have an aggregate of resources of 

58,000,000 under the control of the Government. 

ut I will narrow the question still further, and 


come down to the resources of the Government for - 


the present year only; and how stands that account? 
i solicit attention to this statement, because I have 
prepared and tested it with much care, and if I 
have fallen into any error, I am open to correction; 
for it is far from my wish, even inadvertently, to 
mislead any one. f am aware that statistics are 
dry things, and do not suit the taste of every one; 
but from them we derive many of our best lessons 
of instruction, and they are indispensable to lead us 
along the unerring path of truth. 
Resources of the Treasury for the year 1838. 

Balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 


1838 - - - - .. $500,000 
To be received in 1838, from Depo- 
site banks, by drafts and bonds, 
$2,400,000 
United States Bank bond, 2,300,000 
Postponed merchants’ bonds, 
say - - 6,000,000 
but believed to be 9,000,000 ———— 10,700,000 
Revenue from customs and lands - 15,500,000 
Treasury notes, to be authorized by 
the bill under consideration - 10,000,000 
$36,700,000 
Outstanding appropriations at the end 
of 1837 - - - - 16,000,000 
New appropriations for 1838, ordi- 
nary and extraordinary - - 26,000,000 


$42,000,000 
Of, for appropriations which will re- 
main unexpended at the end of the 


year, estimated at - - 11,000,000 
$31,000,000 

Balayce of resources over expendi- 
tures - - - - 5,700,000 
$36,700,000 
I think it proper here to remark, that in this 


statement I have not charged upon the resources of 
ithe present year those Treasury notes which are 
new outstanding, because the amount expected to 
come into the Treasury from postponed merchants’ 
bonds will probably exceed the sum above stated 
by an amount which will be sufficient fer their re- 
demption. These, then, are the plain facts which 
gentlemen are so puzzled to hunt up through the 
reports of the Secretary, and to understand after 
they have been found. There is really no difficul- 
ty about it. 

You will perceive, Mr. Speaker, that I have not 
attempted to prove or to maintain that the means 
of the Government will be sufficient, at the close 
of the present year, to redeem at once all the 


nuary, 1839, another instalment. from the deposite 


J| meni? And yet we are told not only that there is 


Treasury notes authorized to be issued by this bill, 
but that they will be sufficient on the day when, 
by the terms of the bill, they are redeemable, to 
wit: on the 31st day of December, 1839. On the 
3Ist day of December next, if 1 am righ: in my 
estimates, you will have in hand for that purpose 
$5,700,000; and on the next day, the ist of Ja- 


| 
i 
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banks, amounting to one million and a half, falls 
due; making the available means the day after the 
bill of the 12th of October, 1837, shall expire, over 
seven millions of dollars. And, sir, what other 
means have we? Extend your inquiries but a lit- 
tle farther, and you will find that in the next year 
you have another instalment falling due from the 
deposite banks of more than a million and a half, 
and another bond of the Bank of the United States 
for $2,400,000, making, together, an additional 
sum of $5,600,000; which, added to the other sum 
of $5,700,000, makes together, of available means, 
$11,300,000, to redeem the $10,000,000 of Trea- | 
sury notes authorized to be issued by this bill. | 
After this, will gentlemen tell me there are no 

means in the Treasury. If they are not satisfied, 
will any one point out to me the errors of this state- 


not a dollar in the Treasury, but the gentleman 
from Tennessee avers it as his opinion that there 
will be a deficiency of eleyen millions of dollars at 
the close of the year. 

Mr. BELL explained that the Treasury notes, 
being made receivable for the public dues, would 
create a deficiency to that amount, i 

Mr. JONES. True, sir, they are made receiv- |! 
able in payment for the public dues; but that does H 
not alter the case, because each note returned to the | 
Treasury redeems that much of the debt of the | 
Treasury. But Set me tell the gentleman that the | 
strong probability is, that they will not find their | 
way back into the Treasury as fast as they have |! 
heretofore done, now that the banks are beginning, ` 
in deSpite of all efforts to prevent it, and in despite |! 
of all impediments thrown in their way, to resume | 


specie payments. Let them but continue, as now, i 
at specie par, or rise above it, as they have done to |} 
the South and Southwest, and you will not see one- | 
half the amount come back, notwithstanding they | 
are made receivable for the public dues. 

But, say gentlemen, we afe to go into the reve- 
nue of next year. True; and what do we go there | 
to get? Why, the revenue that will fall due next | 
year, a part of which has been postponed from the l 
last year by our own legislation; and because we || 

{ 
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do so, we are told we have not the means on hand. || 
Be itso: l have shown why we have not. Ire- | 
peat, it is because of the indulgence which has been || 
extended to the merchanis and to the banks. i 
I think, sir, I must have succeeded in showing, 
should this bill pass, without touching the deposites 
with the States, there will be of actual means | 
$36,700,000. And what is oursituation with these 
means, and these resources, to relieve ourselves 
from difficulty? Why, we are informed by the 
Secretary that, on Friday last, there was only about 
half a million of dollars in the Treasury subject to 
draft. Now, if gentlemen will bring themselves to 
reflect, but for a moment, upon the daily demands 
upon the Treasury, increased, as they must neces- 
sarily be, immediately after the passage of the 
heavy appropriation bills, at the present session of | 
Congress, they, will concur with me in the opinion | 
l 


that we are fast hastening to a day, on which we | 
may find ourselves without a dollar in the Trea. 
sury to meet the demands upon it, and to maintain 
unbroken the faith and honor of the Government; 
a state of things that I have been anxious to avert, i 
and which, if I thought now that I was contributing i 
to produce, I would, without one moment’s delay, | 
close what I have to say on the subject before the | 
House. |i 

To relieve the Treasury from this state of em- | 
barrassment, two schemes have been proposed: | 
one submitted to our consideration by the Execu- || 
tive branch of the Government; the cther by those 
who stand politically opposed to this Adminis- 
tration. . The first proposes an issne of Treasury 
notes, with a view to anticipate, fora short time, 
the means of the Government, which I think I must 
have shown are ample to redeem them. The other 


contemplates what appears to me a permanent loan. 
The one will furnish prompt and immediate relief, 
and put it in the power. of the Government to 
meetthe demands upon it without delay, and mains 
tain its faith and integrity inviolate; the-other may, 
or may not do this: time alone willdisclose. But 
But we are met at the threshhold with a declaration - 
that it will not do to issue Treasury notes, because 
they were recommended by the Executive, and such- 
a recommendation is anact of dictation on his part. 
That charge has been met already, and, I think, re+ 
futed. In the course of this debate, it has been said 
by an honorable member from South Caroli- 
na, [Mr. Tuompson,] that he would appeal 
from the ignorance and folly of this administra- 
tion to the better days of the Republic; that he 
would go back to the periods when Mr. Gallatin 
and Mr. Dallas were at the head of. the Treasury, 
and who, he informs us, not only. never recom: 
mended such measures, but steadily opposed them. 
Sir, we have here grave and serious charges 
again. Letus examine them. The days alluded 
to, when Mr. Gallatin was Secretary, were 
the days of Thomas Jefferson; and what, allow me 
to inquire, were the opinions entertained by Mr. 
Jefferson? They will be found in his letter to John 
W. Eppes, dated on the 24th of June, 1813; Jef- 
ferson’s Works, vol. 4, p. 199. He there says: 
“If Treasury bills are emitted on a tax appropti+ 
ated for their redemption in fifteen years, and (to 
insure preference in the first moments of competi- 


| tion) bearing an interest of six per cent. there is 


no one who would not take them in preference to 
the bank paper now afloat, on a principle of pa- 
triotism as well as interest; and they would be with- 
drawn from circulation into private hoards, to a 
considerable amount. Their credit once establish- 
ed, others might be emitted, bottomed also on a, 
tax, but not bearing interest; and if ever their credit 
faltered, open public loans, on which these bills 
alone should be received as specie. These, ope- 


; Tating as a sinking fund, would reduce the quan- 
|: tity ia circulation, so as to maintain that in equili- 


brium with specie.” 

When was Mr. Dallas Secretary of the Trea- 
sury? During the administration of Mr. Madison. 
Itis true that Mr. Dallas was opposed. to the issue 
of Treasury notes; but what thought the President 
of the United States, and the two Houses of Con- 
gress at that day? Why that Treasury notes must 
issue. There was then no constitutional impediment 
in the way, and every consideration of expediency 
demanded that they should issue; and the reason- 
ing of the Secretary had to yield. We know that 
at that dark and gloomy period of our history, 
several bills for the issue of Treasury notes were 
passed by both branches of Congress, all of which 


|| Were approved by the President, he having, doubt- 
i! less, first satisfied himself that there was no consti- 


tutional impediment in the way. By the act of 


| the 30th of June, 1812, $5,000,000 in Treasury 


notes were authorized to be issued. By the act of 
the 25th of February, 1813, $10,060,000 more. By 


| the act of the 4th of March, 1814, $10,000,000 in 
if addition. By the act of the 26th of December, 1814, 


$7,560,000; and by the act of the 24th of February, 


| 1815, $25,000,000 were authorized. And are we, 


with these facts before us, to have the opinions 
of Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Dallas, held up 
as our only guides, and wholly disregard 
the opinions of the President and of Congress at 
that same period. Nay, more: have we not the 
authority of this Congress in direct support of the 
measure, upon a bill which passed at the last ses- 
sion identical with this, both in principle and de- 
tails, and which became a law after minute inves- 
tigation, mature reflection, and full debate? But 
now, forsooth, we are told that the same measure 
is characterized by the ignorance and folly of this 


| Administration! Sir, I would as soon expect to see 


the mountain fortress of Gibraltar iiself crumble 
into ruins under the attack of that honorable gen- 
tleman, made with pocket piste! in hand, as to see 
the intelligent people of this land withhold from the 
President their confidence in his intelligence, in- 
tegrity, and patriotism, by the employment of such 
a rabble of words. One is about as likely to ensue 
as the other. 

My colleague [Mr. Mason] has also relied upon 


320 


APPENDIX ‘TO THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


Q57TnyCone---9np SESS. 


the opinions of Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Dallas; and“ 
in further illustration of my own views, allow me’ 


to advert for a moment to the period at which these 
opinions were entertained and expresséd, and take 
a brief review of the circumstances in which the 
country was placed at the lite this measure was 
opposed by these gentlemen. Did you then want 
temporary means only? No, sir: the war. was fast 
dfawing to a close, leaving us involved in a debt 
of many millions of dollars beyond our existing or 
immediately prospective resources to pay; and with 
all the talents and energy of preceding: Adminis- 
trations, has never been discharged till within the 
last four years. ` But because it was then deemed 
inexpedient by Mr. Dallas to issue Treasury notes, 
does it necessarily follow that it is never proper to 
do so? That would seem to be the argument. 
‘Why, to have issued them then would indeed have 


been as has been remarked by my colleague, [Mr. | 


Mason,] borrowing from hand to hand. He, how- 
ever, is of opinion that, if we have to borrow, 
we should never borrow like ‘t mendicants,” but 
do it like men of capital and credit, taking a good 
round sum, and holding on to it for a good long 
time; and I think he gave us some account of 
what should in like circumstances be done by us 
if private life. Sir, illustrations drawn from pri- 
vate life, often afford us principles and guides for 
public policy; and let me ask, what should we think 
ofa man who wanted athousand dollars for six 
months, and should go on my colleague’s seale of a 
man of credit and fortune, to borrow double that 
amount for an indefinite period, when he had no 
earthly use for it longer than for six months? I 
doubt if any of us who consider ourselves prudent 
men wouldever act upon that principle inourown 
case. Here the amount will only be required for 
six, mine, or twelve months at farthest, and we 
are told that the only mode in which this should be 
done is to act ‘above board,” and borrow the mo- 
ney for six years ora longer period; almost as 
many years as we need it months, 50 that we may 
have the gratifying reflection of keeping in mind 
that we have got the interest to pay on it for years 
afier we have no possible need of the principal, 
and when ithas even become a burden upon our 
hands! 

My colleague [Mr. Mason] urges another objec- 
tion to this bill, on the ground of expense. It 
is said that it will be more expensive than the nego- 
tiation of a loan, How does he make that ont? 
Why he undertakes to show that the appropriation 
made in the bill of the last session for the purchase 
of plates and the hire of clerks is more than would 
be required to effect a loan. I suppose the most ex- 
pensive item, that of engraving the plates, need not 
be incurred again, for the old ones will answer the 
purpose} and the remaining expense will be the hire 
of four clerks. But if a loan be adopted, suppose 
it should then turn ont that the money cannot be 
obtained: and we have very recently heard deep 
jamentations to that effect from almost every quar- 
ter. I say, suppose it shall turn out that we shall 
not be able to procure, in this country, ten mil- 
lions of dollars in specie, or its equivalent; what 
then? Why, we shall have to send a responsible 
agent to England, or to the continent of Europe, to 
negotiate a loan. I know not what such a gentle- 
man’s services would be worth in our Government, 
for among our plain Republican people we know 
very little about these matters; but I apprehend the 
Bank of the United States could give ussome infor- 
mation on the subject, as that has occasionally sent 
persons to foreign countries on such business; but 
what is the rate of compensation for such service I 
haveno knowledge, though I should think a good 
round lumping fat fee. If then this account be 
balanced on the score of economy alone, it will, I 
think, be found decidedly in favor of the measure 
proposed by the bill now under consideration. 

An honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Serceant] objects to this bill, on the ground that it 
proposes another issue of continental paper money; 
and to sustain that objection, a fac simile of the ac- 
counts of that great and good man, [General Wash- 
ington,} whose memory still lives in the grateful 
recollection of a grateful people, has been exhibited 
before us, with a view to present not only a sample 
of what was then denominated money, but also to 
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show the point to which s- depréciated, being 
five hundred for ones. “This-continental money the 
honorable member compates with the Treasury 
notes proposed to be issued by this bill, and at last 


brings hiš owt mind to the doticlusion that the 
continental paper ‘is’ best, for the reason, among i 


others, that they -had a`latin motto stamped upon ` 
them! ‘That latin motto is-egitus in dubio; in plain 
English; that the iste of the contest in which we 
were then engaged was doubtfu; and consequently, 
that the redemption of this continental paper money 
was also doubtful. Then, sir, how do they 
compare with Treasury notes? The: gentle- 
man has shown that ceritinental paper was, at 
the time just referred to, at a depreciation 
of five hundced to one, his Latin motto shows that 
their redemption was doubtful; and we all know 
that, in the hands of the present holders, they are 
not worth the paper on which they are written. 
And how is it with Treasury notes issuéd under a 
bill identical both in principle and details with the 
one now under consideration? We have the cheer- 
ing intelligence, received by this morning’s mail, 
that in the cities of New York and Philadelphia 
they are at par with specie; while in the South and 
Southwest they are at a premium of from one to 
two per cent, above specie: And how many gen- 
tlemen are there now sitiing around me (1 mean 
not, of course, to include the honorable member 
from Pennsylvania) who have their pockets pretty 
well lined with these much abused Treasury notes, 
and which have been received by them (all theif 
abuse of them to the contrary notwithstanding) in 
preference to gold and silver! Nay, more: an hono- 
rable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cosu- 
ina] has stated the fact, that the notes which bore 
an interest of one mill to the dollar are at the same 
price in the Northern cities with those that bear six 
per cent. interest. Nota very inconsiderab‘e item 
to be set off against the argument of my colleague 
(Mr. Mason] on the score of expense, or unsatis- 
factory to those who have emptied the vials of 
their wrath upon the measure, because they say 
that those who receive notes at an ihterest of one 
mill to the doliar, get less for the same demand up-, 
on the Government than those who receive them at 
a higher rate of interest. 

But, sir, isthe argument of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania sound? I hold, that in a sound state 
of the cutrency, Treasury fiotes shotild never de- 
preciate while the amount authorized is below the 
amount of revenue intended for their redemption; 
in other words, if they be based either upon reve- 
nue orupona specific tax for their redemption, 
there will be no depreciation. We are informed 
by Mr. Jefferson, in his correspondence, vol. 4, 
page 199, that in the year 1755, the State of Vire 
ginia issued paper money, bottomed on a specific 
tax for its redemption, and to increase its credit, 
bearing an interest or five per cent. and that, ina 
very short time, not a bill of this emission was to 
be feund in circulation; that they were locked up 
in the chests of sxecutors, guardians, widows, far- 
mers, &c. That Virginia then issued bills bottom - 
ed on a redeeming tax, but bearing no interest: 
these, he informs us, were readily received, and ne- 
ver depreciated a single farthing. 

Now, sir, what was the character of the continen- 
tal money which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has compared with, and pronounced better than, 
the Treasury notes proposed to be issued by this 
bill? In the revolutionary war the old Congress, 
and the States, issued bills without interest, without 
tax, and without revenue to redeem them. They 
occupied the channels of circulation freely, till 
those channels were overflowed by an excess be- 
yond all the calls of circulation—the amount in 
1781 being $357,476,54 1—and having been issued 
without tax, and without revenue to redeem them, 
they continued to depreciate, until they beeame 
worthless in the hands of their holders. But let us 
extend the comparison a little further, and inquire 
when it was that the continental money, of which 
the honorable member speaks, was issued? Sir, it 
was during the war of the Revolution, when the 
Government possessed neither money, nor credit; 


at a time when no man could look forward to any — 


probable period when’ the Government would be 
able to redeem its obligations. But how isit with 


easury ntlemen' who. ° 
represent its condition much ‘worse than: many here” 
know it to be, tell us ‘we have ‘nothing. to do but ~ 
to set on foot a’ loan, atid that ten millions of dok « 
lars ‘can’ be raised in’ the ‘course of afew days: 
pretty conclusive ‘evidence, I’ take'it, of the high ` 
credit of “the Government.’ Bat tow ‘stood’ the 
credit, of “thé Government at the 'lime'to which the’ - 
‘honotable member ‘refers of continental paper mo- 
ney memory? ` It was‘literally withont money and 
without credit. Sull the gentleman insists that the 
comparison is good! ` The reasoning “nay be con- 
clusive with the honorable member who ‘urges ‘it, 
but I must say it does not carry conviction to my 
mind. oe ; 
But there is still another objection urged against 
the passage of this bill, and it is not the less singu- 
lar, considering the quarter from which it comes. 
Failing in argument, gentlemén have conjured up 


‘hydras and chimeras dire,” as if to frighten and’ 


alarm the good people of this land. They insist 
that the issue of these Treasury notes looks so much 
like a bank, that they cannot, for a moment, endure 
the thought of seeing one. Sir, ia my anxiety to 
avoid splitting upon süch a roclt, I began tu’cast 
around me and seë who were those so terrified and. ` 
alarmed at the idea of à bank that they could not 
even hear its name mentioned without being horror 
struck! Who are they? Why. the very men who 
are, to use a homely but expressive phrase, “up to 
the hub” for a bank; one that can control and re- | 
gulate all the othié? batiks in the country; and upon ` 
a scale which may God in his merey Jong avert. 
Sir, Lam myself, in good faith, so ‘utterly. opposed 
to this Government’s chartering a bank, that I can- | 
not contemplate its establishment without real dread 
and alarm; and, if { could bring myself to believe 
that, in the issuing of Treasury notes, we were ap- 
proximating to such an institution, T would avoid it 
as I would “war, ‘pestilence and famine.” But, 
before we give into the opinion that it is a bank, 
let us satisfy ourselves what the functions of a bank. 
are: its principal functions ate, under an act 
of incorporation, to -issue money, receive de> 
posites, discount notes and bills of exchange, 
and make dividends among. ils. stockholders. . 
But what are the features of this pretended bank? 
No act. of incorporation; ‘no power to issue any 
thing other than the obligations of the Government. . 
to pay its honest debts; no power to loan money, or 
to receive money on deposite; no powerto discount 
notes; no power to deal in exchanges; in a word, 
no one feature of a bank whatever; but you simply 
confer.upon the Government the power to perform 
an actof common honesty when it is unable to 
pay its debts at sight, by giving its creditor a sim- 
ple evidence of his debt. I had almost forgotten 
another feature that was lacking in, this bill to 
make ita bank, Mr. Speaker; it has no power to buy 
or speculate in cotton; no authority, under cover of 
ils corporate powers, to enter into the market and 
compete with the honest industry of the people, un~ 
der legal enactments and legal protections, deviséd. 
by itself; it has none of these alarming traits about it. 

Mr. Speaker, I had intended but for a moment. to 
have detained the House with a few remarks on 
the constitutional question involved in this measure, 
but the argument on that branch of the subject has 
been presented so clearly, so forcibly, and so con- 
elusively by my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Ruerr,] that he has left nothing to be added. 

I have, however, sir, one other branch “of the 
subject to touch upon, and but one; ‘and: thatis to 
examine the ‘scheme which these gentlemen them- 
selves recommended in piace of that proposed by 
the bill under consideration. What is their scheme? 
A loan for four years we are told. [Mr. ROBERT- 
son, in an undertone: No time was mentioned, but - 
it was'to te at the pleasure’ of the Government] 
Well, sir, redeemable then at the pleasure óf the 
Government, I suppose, for there have been'-so 
many propesitions offered, that I have been unable 
to keep pace with them. I am now informed by my 
_ colleague thatthe loanhée proposed is tő be redeema- 
ble at the ‘pleasute*of the Government, T would 
thank my-colléagtie™ to: tell me who’ it ‘is’ that 
would tend money on such tersis? . Whereswill he” 
find eapitalists in this country, or on the other side 
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of the Atlantic, who would loan their money to be 
paid back at the will of the borrower, the Govern- 
ment, perhaps in five or six months? Would they 
draw in their money, secured by mortgages or trust 
deeds, or sell out in the funds, for such a contin- 
gency as this? Permit me to tell my friend that 
the thing is utterly impracticable. 

Mr. Rosrrtson explained that the amendment 
offered by him proposed a loan, redeemable at the 
pleasure of the Government, or at any period, leav- 
ing it to the House to fix that period. He had 
left the clause blank for that purpose. 

Mr. Jones. I took my colleague’s first remark, 
that the period of redemption was at the pleasure 
of the Government, and I was going to show, sir, 
that no capitalist, or association of capitalists, 
would lend money on such terms. At all events, 
we are, by my colleague’s proposition, to incur a 
debt, and a large annual amount of interest, when 
we do not want the principal. Sir, I have not 
been educated in that school of politicians who be- 
lieve that a national debt isa national blesssing.- 
I consider a national debt a national curse, never 
to be saddled upon my country, except under cir- 
cumstances of the most overruling necessity. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, can you obtain the amount 
of money which Gove. nment is expected to stand 
in reed of? That is a question well worthy of 
consideration. "Where are you to get it? Will 
gentlemen inform me? Shall.I be told, it can be 
procured in New York, in Philadelphia, or in ‘any 
other commercial city of the United States? Shall 
I be told, that at a time when every nerve has been 
strained, and the people pressed almost to the last 
extremity, for the purpose of discharging an enor- 
mous weight of foreign debt, that ten millions can 
be spared here? Shall I be told, that at a time 
when the banks are making every effort to resume 
specie payments, and when they have turned, and 
turned the screws, as long as those who have con- 
nection with them can bear, with a view to control 
their circulation, and business generally, and save, 
if possible, the forfeiture of their charters, which 
hangs suspended over them by the legal enact- 
ments of the Legislatures of the States; when the 
Government itself, crippled and embarrassed as it 
has been in its finances, has been appealed to by 
its debtors for relief—and let it be remembered 
that that Government never turned a deaf 
ear to those appeals—I ask, sir, is it to be 
expected, can any man expect that, in such a 
state of things, that amount of money can be 
procured in this country? Itcannot. Then what 
must you do? You must resort to some foreign 
source, and send a mission abroad for the purpose. 
Hew long will that take? Remember, we have no 
Great Western steam ship at our command ata 
moment’s notice, but, at the least, it would take to 
go there, either to England or Holiand, to nego- 
tiate the loan and return with the proceeds, from 
two to three months; and what is to become of the 
Government in the mean time? Unable to pay 
the army, unable to pay the navy, unable to ad- 
vance a single dollar to those brave men now fight- 
ing the battles of your country; unable to carry on 
any of those works for which you have made ap- 
propriations; unable to. pay your common ordinary 
expenses; and you are to wait all this time that you 
may have the pleasure of saying, when you have 
succeeded in carrying out that Federal doctrine, 
that at last we have a national debt. 

But again, suppose you succeed in authorizing a 
loan: you want ten millions of dollars, and you 
must get it in specie or its equivalent, convertible 
paper, if there be any such in the land; it would 
be a rare sight, I confess, but still that is the only 
medium in which you can get it—specie or conver- 
tible paper. Where are the ten millions of specie 
to come from? Can the banks spare it? Why, 
they e@nnot redeem their own notes; and great as 
has been the influx of gold into this country for 
some weeks past, I very much doubt whether you 
could get ten millions of spare specie from the 
whole of them. What shall we next hear? Is this 
Government, which is waging war with the banks; 
this Government, that stands in hostile array 
against all the banking institutions in the country, 
to be indulged by them with specie? Why, sir, it 
is alleged thatif you collect ten millions of your 
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revenue in the course of a whole year from these 
banks in specie, for the purpose of putting it in the 
power of the Government to hold its own funds 
safely for disbursement, you are warring against 
the banks! How much more forcible, then, would 
be the argument, should the Government now come 
forward with a single demand for ten millions of 
dollars, at a time when. they are straining every 
nerve to resume specie payments? : 
But gentlemen in the Opposition say that they 
are not opposed to granting all necessary supplies 
to carry on the Government: only let them be asked 


_forin the proper way; negotiate a loan, establish a 


permanent debt, and all shall be readily voted, 
“Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.” 

I am afraid of these Greeks, even while bringing 
presents; and why is it that my fears are excited? 
Because, sir, I think I can discover a remoter ob- 
ject in these professions of liberality, than the mere 
borrowing of money to meet the present demands 
upon the Treasury. I cannot but suspect that a 
portion of those gentlemen who sustained the depo- 
site law, intending thereby what they did not avow, 
I mean a final distribution among the States, are 
desirous of commencing this system of borrowing, 
and thus to get into the Treasury more money than 
its necessities require, in order to pay over the 
fourth instalment to the States, and thus to create a 
debt, which the people must pay under a system of 
taxation which is unequal in its operation, unjust 
in its principles, and ruinous to the agricultural in- 
terests of the whole South. 

Mr. Speaker, I have attempted, in my feeble 
way, to present to the consideration of the House 
the actual condition of the Treasury, together with 
the liabilities of the Government during the pre- 
sent year. I think I must have succeeded in prov- 
ing that the present deficiency of means is merely 
temporary, and has arisen principally, if not en- 
tirely, from the indulgence extended to the banks, 
and to individuals who were largely the debtors of 
the Government; and that, with the aid which this 
bill proposes, the resources of the Government are 
ample to meet punctually all iis liabilities. I have 
only farther to say, that if, under these circum- 
stances, the Government is to be placed in a condi- 
tion in which it will be unable to discharge its nu- 
merous pecuniary obligations, and to maintain, un- 
broken, its faith, that blow shall not be inflicted by 
my hand. 

st 


SPEECH OF MR. SEVIER, 
Or ARKANSAS, 

In Senate, Saturday, April 28, 1838.—On the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Cray in relation to the receipts and 
expenditures of the Government. 

Mr. SEVIER said, that since the last adjourn- 
ment of the Senate, he had read, with much care 
and attention, the very lengthy and learned report 
of the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, and particularly that part of it which treats 
of the Treasury order of the llth of July, 1836. 
Sir, I concur pretty fully in all that the Senator has 
said in his report, with the exception of that part 
of it which labors so strenuously to prove the wis- 
dom and expediency that there was al the time, or 
that there is now, for the existence of the Treasury 
order. Upon this controverted point we differ, and 
differ widely. 

I am aware, sir, that, for entertaining this differ- 
ence of opinion, 1 am running some. risk of being 
thought, by those who assume to be the only true 
and legitimate expounders of the Republican creed, 
a political infidel, or traitor, or something worse. 
I am aware that I incur this risk; and especially as 
the Treasury order has been so pertinaciously ad- 
hered to by the Executive, against the known 
wishes of a large majority of his friends; and espe- 
cially as this report, as a whole, has been so highly 
extolled and complimented here, as to make ita 
matter of grave consideration for us to decide 
whether it was best fer us to publish, at the public 
expense, thirty thousand, or fifty thousand, ora 
million copies of it, for the benefit and edification 
of our poor and benighted constituents. And more 
especially do I hazard this risk, as this report, in 
these times of discontent and supicion and politi- 
cal disaster, has been represented as a cannon, 


which is to prostrate all our adversaries; and when. 
itis also calculated, as. some suppose, to have the 
happy effect of crushing to death, by the wheels of 
its carriage, as it rebounds from its discharge, all 
of the unbelievers in the wisdom and expediency of 
the Treasury order—all of those who are: not pre- 
pared to cry Out, without qualification, that Allah is 
great, and Mahomet is his prophet. Yes, sir; whem 
this report is thus considered, I fear that an excep- 
tion taken to any part of. it by. the lips of one be- 
longing to the. rank and file of the party, will be 

considered. such.an intolerable heresy as can only 

be atoned for by the stake, the fire, and the faggot. 


Sir, a total disbelief in the wisdom and expe- 
diency of the Treasury order, is no new opinion with 
me. It is not one which ha$ grown up with me in 
the course of a single night. It is one which I 
have consistently and uniformily entertained, from 
the first appearance of that order; down to this day. 
I have, on all occasions, invariably voted for its 
repeal. J have done more, sir, I have spoken 
against it. But through some fatality, my speeches 
upon this subject, and particularly my last, which 
I delivered on the night of the passage of the: 
divorce bill, upon an amendment offered to that 
bill, by the Senator from Massachusetts, have never 
been published. I do not mention this, ont of any 
spirit of complaint, or with a temper of unkind- 
ness, Far fromit. ‘The mere publication of any 
of those speeches was to me a matter of but little 
consequence, and of still less to the public. J al- 
lude to it, solely with purpose of showing my con- 
sistency upon this subject, in the first place; and 
in the second, of satisfying my constituents that if 
I have not appeared as a speechifyer upon this 
very interesting question, that it has been no fault 
of mine. 

Now, sir, having “defined my true position,” 
with regard to the report and the measúre upon 
which it mainly dwells, and having explained my. 
course to the satisfaction, I hope, of my beluved and 
confiding constituents, I will now, with God’s help 
endeavor to show that all the arguments in favor 
of the Treasury circular are delusive fallacious, 
and utterly untenable. I will now endeavor to 
convince my friend from New York, who gene- 
rally hews away all difficulties, like a giant-armed 
backwoodsman, with a two foot broadaxe, that on 
this occasion, he has undertaken a labor too difi- 
cult, too knotty and tough for even his Hereulean 
strength. — : ot ee 

I will begin with the joint resolution of 1816, as 
all that precedes that, in my friend’s report, is mere 
matier of history, and rightfully belongs to the fa- 
mily of the dead. What is that resolution? That 
resoiution, among other things, authorizes the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to receive. all debts, dues, 
or sums of money becoming due to the United 
States, in the notes of banks which are payable and 
paid on demand in the legal currency of the United 
States. This is the resolution. It is the law of the 
land. It contemplated no discrimination between 
lands and customs. Itholds forth no such idea. It 
is general inits terms, and was designed to bear 
equally upon every source of revenue. And why 
was such a resolution ever passed, if so very repre- 
hensible? The Senator answers the question; and 
so far as I know, he has answered it truly. He 
says the resolution of 1816 was called inio exis- 
tence in consequence of the derangement in our 
monetary system at that time; a derangement ocea- 
sioned by a war with ‘a rieh, a powerful a dangerous, 
and fearful enemy;” and that on that account he will 
not censure, (what forbearance, what cracicus leni- 
ty, what christian charity!) he will not censure “ihe 
abie, the worthy, and patriotic public officers, 
whose duty made it necessary for the Guvernment 
to receive the notes of specie paying banks; yet 
he “mourns” (and, no doubt, sincerely) “for that 
distressed condition of our beloved country which 
made it necessary for faithful public officers to 
place her in such extremities.” Ip what extremity, 
Mr. President? Why in the extremity of receiving 
fer the public dues the notes of specie paying 
banks! What a direful calamity! What a prodi- 
gious misfortune! ; 

[Here Mr. Wricur rose to explain: He said his 
friend from Arkansas had misapprehended the 
report; he said the part of the report upon which he 
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had commented, referred to the netes of banks 
which did not pay specie.] 

Mr. S. said he was truly happy in being correct- 
ed. If those were the kind of notes he referred to, 
he believed he was rather disposed to concur in 
than censure the report. 

Sir, in 1816 and in 1838 we had and have, thank 
God, a beloved country; and every American heart, 
now as then, which felt or feels that our beloved. 
country is suffering, from whatever cause, and from 
whatsoever counsels or agency, isunworthy of him- 
self, and unworthy of his illustrious ancestors, if he 
hesitates about stepping forward to her relief. Sir, 
in 1816 our beloved country was suffering by the 
diffisultics through which she had passed, in cheek- 
ing the insolence, and piracy, and plunder, of a 
foreign enemy; and in guarding and sustaining her- 
self at home against the machinations, and calum- 
nies, and treason of domestic traitors. Yes, sir, 
our beloved country, in this crisis in her affairs, 
passed the resolution of 1816; and what has been 
its happy results? Under the operations of that 
resolution, we have seen our public debt paid off; 
we have seen her get along, for upwards of twenty 
years, without much actual loss; the public dues 
have been collected with conveniece, and without 
embarrassment te the people. Under the provisions 
of that resolution, our beloved country has been 
enabled to pay a debt of gratitude, by pensicning 
her heroes of the Revolution, and those honorably 
scarred in the public service during the last war. 
Under the happy provisions of that resolution, this 


beloved country has gone on ina grand and un- | 


paralleled course of prosperity. She has grown in 
wealth, in population, in the arts and sciences, and 
is still marching onward on an elevated plain, with 
her broad and noble front erect, to the fulfilment of 
her great destiny, alike the wonder and admiration 
0! every civilized community! 

Sir, this beloved country is now suffering, as she 
was in 1816, by a derangement in her monetary 
system. We find that the resolution of 1816 has 
been repealed, so. far as one great branch of the 
public revenue is concerned; and we find that im- 
mediately succeeding that repeal that this derange- 
ment has occurred. And shall we now stop and 
cavil metaphysically about what has occasioned 
this derangemtent—whether it has been occasioned 
by wars, or banks, or our own excesses and predi- 
gality, before we will apply any remedy? 1 hope 
not, sir. I hope we shall profit by the lessons of 
experience, and endeavor to correct this derange- 
ment in our monetary system by an application of 
the same remedy which cured itin 1816. I hope 
we shall receive the notes of specie-paying banks 
for lands and for customs, too, under such regula- 
tions as the Secretary of the Treasury may require. 
Let this be done, and I have no fears fur tke most 
desirable result. And why, let me ask, should we 
hesitate about it? 

Senators tell us that if we receive the notes of 
specie-paying banks now, the connection with banks 
is again revived, and that it will become the 
settled policy of the country; and, further, that we 
shall again have new explosions. Sir, so far as 
the connection exists with the banks, and is con- 
fined to the receipt of the notes of specie-paying 
banks, under the responsibility and discretion of 
aye Secuetayr‘ I am in favor of it; and as to the 
settled policy of the country, of all things on earth 
that is what I most desire. Sir, Iam tired of ex- 
periments, of fluctuations, of false alarms, of 
glorious uncertainties. As to new explosions, that 
is a matter which depends pretty much upon our- 
selves. We can have them whenever we want 
them. The Government has but to declare war 
against the banks, and they will soon go by the 
board; with the exception, perhaps, of the United 
States Bank; that is, perhaps, rather too powerful 
for us. But we can smash any other other institu- 
tion at any day or hour we may select. 

The Senator tells us that the resolution of 1816 
was temporary in its design. ‘Temporary! Where 
is the evidence of that intention? Where is its 
limitation? Is it to be found on the face of the re- 
solution? INo, sir. Isit to be found in the con- 


struction given to it by the Departments? No, sir. | 


If it was designed as a temporary measure, why 
hasit been permitted to gimain upon the statute 
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. officers? Shall I tell him who they were? 
charges were. mainly made by the late Senator ' 
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book for twenty-two years, without a single effort 
ever being made to repeal it? Sir, I “mourn” to 
see my friend driven to such a miserable shift and 
subterfuge, for I cannot so far disgrace the term 
as to call it argument. 

The honorable Senator, sir, having given us a 
history of the origin, and his opinion ag to the na- 
ture, of the joint resolution of 1816, next proceeds 
to favor us with the reasons which induced the late 
These 
reasons are numerous, plausible, and imposing, 
but yet inconclusive and unsatisfactory to me. 
I will apply to them the test of truth, and show, as 
I think, to the satisfaction of the Senate, that by 
such a test, each of those reasons will vanish 


` into smoke and empty air. 


The Senator begins his enumeration, by telling 
us “that complaints were made of extensive frauds 
practised in the sale of the public lands.” Sir, I 
will ask him, who made those complaints? I will 
ask, who it was that charged fraud upon me in 
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Poindexter, and by his allies in politics. By him, 
and others equally hostile to the late Executive and 
his Administration. These charges were made 
some years preceding the Treasury order, and with 
the known design of reaching a certain land officer 
in Mississippi. l will ask the Senator if these 
charges had any influence with the late Executive, 
or with us? Yes, sir, they had an influence with 
the late Executive, and with us; and that was, to 
induce us all to denounce, in turn, the Jate Senator 
and his associates, and to defend, with zeal, and 
skill, and perseverance, the individual alluded to. 
This was the influence, as well as my memory 
serves me, which these complaints had upon us. 
Who else complained? Were there any such com- 
plaints made by the Legislatures of any of the 
States? Were any such complaints made by the 
people, in the form of petition? No, sir: as far as 
my memory serves me, we had no such complaints 
from any of these sources. I will go further: I will 
ask the Senator, did any friend or foe of the late 
Executive, from the new States, where the public 
lands lie, or from any of the old States either, 
where the public lands do not lie, rise in his place 
and propose any remedy for these complaints? 
No, sir. Did the late President deem these com- 
plaints of such vast importance as to form the sub- 
ject of any general or special message to Congress 
for legislative remedy? No, sir. . Did the Secretary 
of the Treasury complain to us of the then existing 
state of things, and solicit our interference? No, sir. 
There were, according to my recollection, no com- 
plaints made except those to which I have alluded. 
And those we laughed at as the bitter outpourings 
of disappointed ambition, and as the whining, 
senseless, and hypocritical effusions of our political 
adversaries, who were, above all things, desirous 
of bringing the Administration into odium, con- 
tempi, and disgrace. And if we had not viewed 
these complaints in this light, but had, on the con- 
trary, believed them well grounded, what need was 
there either for the Treasury order, or for Congres- 
sional interference, to prevent these fraudulent 
practices? In the first place, we all knew that no 
land officer can buy Jand without the special per- 
mission of the Secretary of the Treasury. In the 
second place, we all knew thatif land officers were 
disposed to commit fraudulent practices, that the 
Treasury order would not mend the matter. No, 
sir; they could as readily sign receipts for specie as 
for bank rags. And, again: As a full and com- 
prehensive answer to every objection, if the Jand 
officers were guilty of fraudulent practices, the Pre- 
sident held in his own hands the ample remedy. 
He had butto remove them from office and appoint 
others in their places who were competent and 
faithful. This reason, therefore, for the necessity 
of the Treasury order, in every light in which it 
can be presented to my mind, seems to me utterly 
groundless, and on that account I am sorry that it 
has been gravely enumerated as one. 

The next reason, sir, which the Senator assigns 
in justification of the Treasury order, is that “of 
alarming attempts to monopolise large tracts of 
land in the hands of individual and associated pro- 
prietors.” This reason, I think, ! fully an- 


n 


swer ina very few words; and satisfy the Senate, 
that, if that had been desirable; it could have 
been accomplished without the aid of-the Treasury 
order... If-the late Executive had wished to pre- 
vent a monopoly of the public land, all he had to 
-do to accomplish his object, was to withhold his 
proclamation for a sale of the publie lands. - This 
prompt and simple remedy would “have cured the 
evil without the agency of any Treasury order. “If 
it had been the pleasure of Congress to prevent a 
monopoly of the public land, all they had to: do, 
was to withhold the annual appropriations for the 
the surveys, and the object was accomphshed with- 
oui the intervention of the Treasury order. And did 
the Executive or Congress either show any deter- 
mination on their part.to stop the sales af the pub- 
lic lands. | No, sir: Congress passed the usual án- 
nual appropriations for the public surveys, and the 
Executive, on his part, brought the lands into mar- 
ket, as rapidly as it was desired by those interested; 
and I will add, that if either the one or the other 
of these things had not taken place, that it would 
have created in the West no little sensation. 

While upon this branch of the inquiry, I will 
give the honorable Senator the views entertained in 
the new States, so. far as I understand them, upon 
the question of land monopolies. I will give them 
cheerfully, and hope they will. not fall upon ‘his 
senses,-*like seed sown by the- way side, which the 
thorns and thistles grew up and choaked,” but that 
they may be remembered by him in time to come, 
and be of some service to him hereafter. 

There are, sir, in the new States, three kinds of 
land mouoplies, which are felt as almost intolera- 
ble grievances. The first of these is that of the 
Indian monopoly. Whilst their title.is unextin- 
guished, the lands cannot be settled upon, or culti- 
vated by our citizens, nor do they yield any tax: or 
tribute to the States. The war now going on in 
Florida, the apprehended difficulties with the Che- 
rokees in Georgia, wil! go far to show the Senate 
the light in which this monopoly is viewed by the 
citizens of the States interested. It is considered 
assuch a grievance, that we find the people of 
those States, and their friends, readily disposed to’ 
risk blood and treasure, and, as some allege, nas 
tional faith and honor too, to remove this monopo- 
ly. Sir, this feeling, upon this.kind of monoply, 
is not local. It exists wheresoever. this monopoly. 
exists. And the Senator will find, with all his in- 
tellect, that he. will strive in vain to convince the 
people interested, ‘that it-is better for the United 
States, and. better for them, that their lands should 
remain in that situation than to be disposed of for 
even bank rags by the bale, and that, too, to “ase 
sociated proprietors.” í 

The next most objectionable monopoly of the 
public land in the new States, is the monopoly of 
the Federal Government. It is. true that we can 
settle, and livè and breathe upon the lands owned 
by the Government, unless, indeed, we should be 
dr.ven off from it by the military force, as was recent- 
ly most graciously intimated by the Senator. from 
Kentucky that we ought to be, under the provisions 
of the. obsolete act of 1807. This permission to 
settle upon the public lands is the only benefit de- 
rived while these lands are monopolised: by the 
Federal Government. These lands, in that condi- 
tion, yield no revenue by taxation to the States, 
They are but sparely settled, and but indifferently 
improved by the occupants, on account. of the un- 
certainty of the time they will be permitted to re- 
main undisturbed in their possessions ;: and on àc- 
count of the great uncertainty they feel: of ever 
owning the Jand, or of being remunerated for their 
labor upon it. This monopoly-is considered a great 
grievance ; so much so, that at almost every ses- 
sion of Congress we have tons of petitions, I may. 
say, in one form or another, beseeching and im- 
ploring Congress for the passage of graduation 
laws, of pre-emption laws, of-donation laws, or 
for some other remedies by which the Federal title 
may be extinguished. i 

lf the Senator will but reflect upon these things, 
I think he will agree with me in opinion that the 
citizens of the new States, with every disposition to 
do as he desires them; to swallow -whatever’ logio 
he may wish to poke-down them; to ery ‘when: he 
cries; fo mourn when he moyrns—will nevertheless 
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find themselves unable to sympathise with him anp 
his friends on this oceasion, in their blubbering 
grief over the mighty misfortune which had be- 
fallen the country, in having a part of the Federal 
title to the lands in the new States extinguished 
with the notes of their specie-paying banks. No, 
sir; upon this subject they will find themselves una- 
ble to make the squatters groan by telling them, 
most piteously, in tears, in sobbing emotions, that 
the public lands, “the rich inheritance of the blood 
and treasure of our Revolutionary fathers,” have, 
in some instances, actually gone into the hands of 
speculators for bales of “bank rags.” No, sir; he 
will find, and that, too, I hope, before it be too 
late, that he must tune his instrument to a different 
key, if he expects us of the West to dance to his 
music, or join him in his pithy lamentations. 

Sir, the third and remaining class of land mone- 
polists in the new States are the speculators. This 
class is generally detested by the citizens of the 
new States, and for the reasons so eloquently as- 
signed by Senators. But, sir, there are degrees in 
hatred. As much, sir, as these land monopolists 
are disliked, the Indian or Federal monopoly of 
the public Jand is still more disliked. The quan- 
tity of land owned by any speculator is small, 
compared to that held by the Government. The 
land held by speculators is of some profit to the 
State; it is taxed, and taxed freely. These assess- 
ments form no inconsiderable item in our State 
revenues. They contribute largely in defraying the 
expenses of our local Governments. The taxing 
power over them is unrestricted, and it is properly 
exercised with no sparing hand. The tax these 
speculators feel, and feeling it, as they do, they are 
ever willing and anxious to sell out upon liberal 
terms, as to time and price, and mode of payment. 
I need but to refer you to the papers in my State, 
containing their advertisements, as an evidence of 
their anxiety to sell. Many can, and do, in fact, 
buy lands of speculators, who are unable to pur- 
chase of the Government, even at the minimum 
price. They purchase of them on time, and fre- 
quently for property. For these, and many.other rea- 
sons which could be assigned, the monopoly of land 
by the speculators isless objectionable than a mono- 
poly of them either by the Indians or the Federal 
Government. They are, nevertheless, unpopular, 
and, therefore, every lashing the honorable Senator 
or his friends may give these nabobs, will be highly 
gratifying to the great mass of the community. 

Sir, Ido not speak from books, for with them I 
but seldom hold consultation, but from memory; 
and unless that greatly deceives me, the first pro- 
position ever made, in my time, to retard the sales 
of the public lands, was that made by Mr. Foote 
some years ago, when he was a member of the 
Senate. And how was that proposition met? It 
was scouted down in this body, and condemned 
throughout the West. The next effort made to 
stop the sales of the public lands was that of the 
Treasury circular. ‘That of Mr. Foote failed be- 
cause it was tangible; that of the’Treasury circular 
has partially effected its object, because, thus far, it 
has been beyond our reach. 2 f 

Now, sir, I will repeat my interrogatories to my 
friend from New York, and again ask him, if 
there were any complaints made from any of the 
States, or their people or their representatives, that 
these lands were becoming individual property too 
rapidly? If so, I will esteem itas a special favor, 
if he will favor me with the name of the State, the 
number of the petitioners, or the member of Con- 
gress who made that complaint. Sir, if there were 
any such complaint, that the public lands were 
becoming individual property too rapidly, it has 
wholly.escaped my observation. 

The Senator next tells ts, in justification ofthe 
"Treasury order, that the banks aided individuals, 
through loans and discounts, to the means by which 
they were enabled to extinguish, in part, the 

Federal title to the lands in the new States. If the 
banks have done this, all I have to say is, that 
they have done for the new States a very accepta- 
ble service. Sir, it is unquestionably true, that the 
banks did discount excessively, not only to the 
purchasers of the public lands, but to merchants, 
to factors, and to planters, 


The banks were sti-’ 


mulated to these excesses by both of the political 
parties in this country, and the blame, if any 
should attach, should be mutually shared between 
them. We gave them. the public deposites, and 
the joint action of the two parties placed the dis- 
tribution fund also into their yaults. Being thus 
strengthened and doubly armed, and, at the same 
time, avaricious, as well as a little ambitious to 
convince the world, that our destruction of the 
United States Bank, so long their terror and their 
master, was rather a blessing to- the community 
than a misfortune, they went heedlessly on dis- 
counting, not only. upon their own capital, but 
upon their trust money or deposites, as. banks, I 
believe, invariably do, until they made money 
excessively abundant. This abundance raised the 
price of every thing. The country became drunk 
with apparent prosperity. Every body, land spe- 
culators as well as others, were trying to live by 
their wits, and to accumulate large estates without 
labor. Then, we all seemed to think that the. 
millennium had actually arrived, and that we had 
nothing to do but to “ eat, drink, and be merry.” 


This, sir, was the situation of things when the 
Treasury circular was issued. And what was its 
effects?’ The banks, as well as the public, were 
taken by surprise by it. Runs were made imme- 
diately upon the banks for specie to buy land; these 
runs forced them to curtail their discounts; and by 
adhering to this rigorous process, which they had 
to do for their own preservation, they sustained 
themselves foreight or ten months afterwards, in- 
deed, until a general suspension throughout the 
United States occurred. Their rapid curtailment 
rendered money scarce, and knocked down the 
price of every thing. Property fell from 25 to 50 
per cent. Many were forced to sacrifice their 
estates, and ended in total bankruptcy. This was 
-one of the fruits of the Treasury circular; and now 
let me ask my honorable friend what good has 
grown out of it? It has beggared thousands, it 
has embarrassed a whole section of the ceuntry; 
and, lastly, it has bankrupted your Treasury! And 
why have these things been done? They have 
been brought about, we are told, to stop bank ex- 
cesses. Was this necessary? Will not bank ex- 
cesses, like excesses of every other description, cor- 
rect themselves? ` I think so. Esa 

But the Treasury was in danger, we are told, of 
losing by a receipt of specie paying bank notes for 
lands. Was not the Treasury in as much danger 
of losing by those notes which.were paid into the 
Treasury for customs? I should think so, sir. 
These bank notes at that time, and formany months 
afterwards, were equal to specie, and passed cur- 
rently at par; and, nothwithstanding the war made 
upen the hanks, their notes kept up at par for every 
thing but land, down to the time of the general sus- 
pension. 
these bank notes fell 10 per cent below the specie 
par after the Treasury order issued. And this cir- 
cumstance is insisted upon as an evidence of the 
dangerous state of the currency. Sir, is this a fair 
conclusion? I thinknot. The Government, when 
unrestrained by constitutional obligations, have it 
in their power to make any thing they please. be- 
low par; and my surprise has ever been that these 
notes fell so little below par as they did. For 
every ordinaty purpose, for every thing but for 
Jand these notes passed at par, until the general 
explosion. This I know to be true in my part of 
the country. Yes, sir, if the Government were not 
prohibited by the Constitution from doing so, they 
could make gold and silver too below par. Mr, 
Woodbury would but have to issue his circular 
prohibiting the receipt of gold and silver for lands, 
and for customs, and he would bring them down as 
much below par as he did the notes of the specie 
paying banks, and, if he had the power, it is pos- 
sible he would do so, in order that he might not 
sustain any loss upon his Treasury notes. 

Sir, specie, like bank notes, when abundant, in- 
creases the price of property; and, when scarce, 
the price of it is lowered. Specie, like bank notes, 
when abundant, stimulates speculation and engen- 
ders immorality, vices, and excesses; and, as my 
honorable friend has such a pious horror for all 
speculations and excesses, I suppose, if unre- 


. will yet have time before the session closes to: 


Yes, but says the honorable Chairman, . 


Senate. 


strained by the Constitution, he woald make ‘war 
upon specie, Sir, specie seems to be coming into 
the country in such frightfal quantities, ihat I really 
wonder that his anxiety for our-morals. will permit 
him to. sit quietly in his seat. I wonder that he 
has not already introduced a. bill full of ` pains and 
penalties, and penitentiary punishment, against this 
debauchihg buccaneer. It is not yet too late. : 


‘ive 
us a bill to prohibit the importation of specie, Taat 
“root of all evil,” into. the United States. And who 
knows but that he will. do so. .His apparent love 
for the precious metals must surely be altogether 
feigned; for we all remember when filthy “bank 
rags,” even by the bale,” seemed to stand as high 
in his affections, as does now his new love for 
specie. Sir, his deeply rooted antipathy for all 
the excesses which money can purchase, and his 
great anxiety for the public morals, will, I am 
sure, induce him to propose a law by which we 
shall be guarded against the one and shielded in 
the other; for, O, ye gods! how eloquently he dis- 
courses upon the besetting sins of the age! No 
reformer, I am sure, can equal him in sermonizing 
upon virtue, morality, and money excesses. Sir, 
when the Treasury is empty my friend seems to 
fear that we shall be in want; and, when it is fall 
to overflowizg, he fears we shall fall again into 
extravagant excesses. Sir, I should be extremely _ 
happy if I could see my friend perfectly composed, 
and willing to let the world jog on‘in the old-beaten 
track under the provisions of the resolution. -of 
1816, and to find him willing to give up his guar- 
dianship of the public morals, his notions of an; 
exclusive specie currency, and, lastly, his longe- 
cherished and beloved Treasury circular. 


Sir, upon the subject of the public lands, I have 
ever had but one opinion, and that is: that those 
lands should never be considered a source of reve- 
nue. They are not so considered by any other Go- 
vernment than ours. They should be granted 
generously and freely to the States in which they 
lie. Our revenue should come solely from the cus- 
toms. And holding, as I do, these opinions, the hono- 
rable Senator will never get my sanction to the Go- 
vernment holding those lands an hour longer than I 
can help it. No, sir, lam tor getting those lands for 
the citizens of the -respective States for specie, or 
bank notes, or without either, which would still be 
more acceptable, if I can. Those ‘lands are’ no 
longer pledged for any public debt, and there is as 
much moral justice in selling the public lands inthe 
old States for the common benefit, as there is for 
selling the public lands in the new States. They 
are all alike the fruits of the joint struggle of our 
revolutionary ancestors. “But the lands of neither 
should be sold for the common benefit. They should 
belong exclusively to the States in which they, lie. 
The Senator has kindly told us why the Treasury 
circular wasissued. He has also told us why this 
order was confined to the lands and not extended te 
the customs. He tells us, in. so many words, that 
there was wisdom in this discrimination. Of that 
we will now consider anc then decide. 


But before entering into. his argument to esta- 
blish this propriety, he has with great research and 
minute particularity, grouped together many. in- 
stances in which this discrimination was heretofore 
made. And here let me remark, that all of those 
instances were in favor and not against the lands. 
But, unfortunately for his argument, all the in- 
stances he has given us, are irrelevant to the point 
in issue. He tells us, what is most unquestionably 
true, that in many instances. land scrip was a legal 
tender in payment for lands, and not for customs. 
But in giving us those instances, he has lost sight of 
a very material and important point in the history 


. of this discrimination. ‘This discrimination grew out 


of a special contract with the States. In cansidera- 
tion of extensive cessions of land to the United 
States, it was agreed upon and stipulated that the 
United States wouid pay in land out. of the ceded 
territory a certain class of claims which the States 
owed in land to their citizens. . This was, in other 
words, a property obligation, payable in land, and 
notin money. These property notes are common 
in the western country. Nothing is more usual 
than for one farmer to give his note to another for 
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so many dollars, payable in corn, hogs, cattle, 
and sometimes for manual labor. And no honest 
man ever thinks of requiring money upon such an 
obligation. This was the kind of contract the Uni- 
ted States made with the States, and the scrip was 
nothing more or less than the property note of the 
United States, payable in land. It was paid in 
good faith by the United States, and no body ever 
thought it a cash obligation. It wasa debt not due, 
and owing to the United States, but it was a debt 
due, and owing by the Yħited States. It is, in 
short, no discrimination in the debts due and owing 
tothe United States. And so the Senator must tax 
his ingenuity again, before he will succeed in esta- 
blishing.the point he has labored so hard to 
prove. 


The Senator tells us, that “an excessive cur- 
rency of any character, has a necessary tendency 
to sink the value of that currency when compared 
with the value of marketable property for which it 
is exchanged. Hence the invariable nominal rise, 
in the market, of property of all descriptions 
which is open to a free market, when that which 
is used as money is abundantand cheap; and one 
of the strongest evidences that our paper currency 
was excessive during the years 1835 and 1836, is 
Yound in the fact that prices constantly advanced, 
althongh the supplies in almost every department 
of trade and production were unusually abundant, 
and no extraordinary demand was known to exist. 
The duties which constitute our revenue from 
customs are almost all a rate per centum imposed 
upon the value of the article. - If, then, the quanti- 
ty of dutiable goods imported be the same, and 
the value be nominally increased in consequence 
of an excessive currency, the value or the duties 
willbe nominally increased in the same ratio, and 
therefore the collection of the duties in the cheap- 
ened currency will keep the real value.of the re- 
venue from the importations at a given stan- 
dard.” 


Now, sir, all this I comprehend, and I am not 
disposed to controvert it. But I shall controvert 
what follows. He tells us that: “ Notso with our 
publiclands. They have not been, and are not, in 
this sense, open to a free market. Their value, per 
acre, is fixed by Jaw, and however much the cur- 
rency in which they were purchased may have 
been cheapened by abundance, they could not rise, 
with other property, to a price which would restore 
the equilibrium. They were bound down by a 
statute vale; and when the currency to be received 
in payment for them was designated, the same 
nominal value of that currency, however much it 
might be cheapened by excess, would purchase 
the same quanty of the lands.” 


Now, sir, I consider this false, and I cannot help 
expressing my surprise that the honorable Senator, 
in his eagerness to justify the Treasury circular, 
should attempt to palm these statemenis upon us 
for gospel. Sir, the public Jand is open to a free 
market; it is sold at public anction to the highest 
bidder; every body is invited to the sales; every 
body is authorized to purchase the land except the 
public officers; and if this is not a free and open 
market, what, in the name of Heaven, is a free 
and open market? I should like for the Senator 
to tell me. ‘But the price of the land is fixed by 
law?” In this true, sir? Isay it is not true. I 
say the price of the public land is not fixed by law: 
the minimum price of it is fixed by law, but not the 
maximum. Their price, he says, “is bound down 
hy statute value.” Where is that statute? Pro- 
duce it; for such a statute is new to me, and to 
every other settler in the Western country. 

Sir, being wrong in his premises, his conclusions 
throughout must of course partake of the same 
error. Sir, if bank paper was excessive, and that I 
concede, and on that account was of less value 
than specie, there was as much propriety of apply- 
ing the Treasury order to the customs as to the 
lands, The evil to be guarded against was the 
quantity of bank rags, and not the source from 
which they found their way into the Treasury: for 
it is the same thing to the Treasury, whether I pay 
a dollar of depreciated bank paper into it for lands, 
or you pay a similar dollar into it for customs. 
‘The loss is the same to the Treasury. And there- 


fore, if three-fourths, or more, taking one year with 
another, of the whole revenue, as it is, is derived 
from the customs, it would seem to me that there 
would be more propriety in applying ihe principles 
of the Treasury order to the customs than to the 
lands; because so much the greater quantity of 
bank rags gels into the Treasury from that 
source; secondly, because in the cities where the 
customs are collected, specie is generally ‘more 
abundant, and more easily obtained; thirdly, be- 
cause, from the very nature of things, the citizens 
of the new States are doubly taxed. They, str, pay 
their equal portion for the customs, and then the 
additional tax for lands. But still I am for no dis- 
criminating rule; for although the agricultural in- 
terest of the country is the vital interest of it; al- 
though it is the chief pillar upon which our whole 
fabric rests; yet I am for no discriminating rule 
even its favor; all I desire for that interest is an 
equality, and nothing more. 


Sir, the discrimination in the moneys received 
for the public dues is odious to the people ; and are 
they to be reconciled to it being told that bank rags 
will not buy goods in Europe—that good money is 
required in that quarter for that purpose, aud hence 
their banks will not fall into such excesses as ours? 
Sir, are we to be tickled into good humor with sach 
sophistry as this? Do we not know that it is our 
exports that purchase foreign goods?—exports which 
the New York merchanis pay us for with their 
bank rags? Sir, our Western banks, notwithstand- 
ing the run made upon them, under the operations 
of the Treasury circular, yet kept up and paid 
specie for their notes until your Eastern banks 
failed. 


Sir, this discrimination is odious to the. people, 
and the longer it is continued in operation the 
more so will it become. They have felt, and still 
feel, its deleterious consequences. It is not your 
wealthy speculators only that it reaches ; it reaches 
the industrious, laboring, poor man. He is not 
able to go to New Orleans for specie; and if he 
does, he is but illy prepared to pay the premium 
for it. So long, sir, as this Treasury order is in 
force, the banks cannot resume specie payments 
with any advantage to the community. Through- 
oat the whole West the land sales are now coming 
on, and you will take for these lands nothing but 
specie. What is the oonsequence?. If the banks 
resume specie payments they will be afraid to let a 
dollar of their paper out. And why? Because 
they know that if they let a dollar of paper out in 
the morning, that it will be changed into specie at 
the counter before night, in order that they may 
obtain acceptable land office money. Your Trea- 
sury order, therefore, keeps up the causes of a de- 
preciated currency among us. It keeps up ruinous 
rates of exchange against us; and the longer this 
is done, the worse it will be for all parties. 


Sir, if the President will not rescind that order, I 
hope there will be found stamina and indepen- 
dence enough in both Houses of Congress to do it 
forhim. Sir, if he is anxious for political martyr- 
dom, I hope he will not require his friends to mount 
the funeral pile with him. f 


Sir, if he would but condescend to listen to the 
advice of an honest hearted friend, as I know my- 
self to be; to one who will always tell him what he 
considers wholesome truths, whether they be ac- 
ceptable or not—I would teil him to rescind the 
Treasury order without delay; I would tell him to 
surrender up mantully all notions of false pride, 
and to do it promptly, generously, and with a good 
grace; and while insisting upon the purity and pa- 
triotism of his motives, and his thousand virtues, 
which no candid man will question, I would advise 
him frankly to acknowledge his error, and atone 
for if to his friends by repealing that odious order 
instantly. Let him do this, and his friends will be 
found once more with their heads up, ready to stand 
or fall with him in the approaching contest. I 
would advise him not to procrastinate an action 
upon this subject, until he will find himself forced 
into it by the representatives of the people. I sin- 
cerely hope he will not wait to be driven to such an 
extremity; an extremity in which his friends will 


not, and cannot, but in which his exem.cs. will,: 


rejoice. 


SPEECH OF MR. WILLIAMS, 
‘Ov Marve, 

In. Senate, May 14, 1838—On asking leave to bring 
in a bill to provide for running and marking the 
Northeastern Boundary line, according to . the 
treaty of 1783. a Í sou 
On a former day, I'gave notice that ọn- this day 

I would ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 

running and marking the Northeastern Boundary 

line, according to the treaty of 1783, and pursuant 
to that notice, I propose now to ask that leave. 

The object of ‘the bill isto make it the duty of the 

President to cause that line to be ran and marked, 

as it is described in the Treaty of Peace. 

Among the few questions remaining unsettled be- 
tween this country and foreign nations, there is, pro- 
bably, not one so irritating, and so likely to disturb 
our amicable relations, as that of the Northeastern 
Boundary. It is now more than half a century 
since our ancestors, by their struggles and suffer- 
ings in the war of the Revolution, successfully re- 
sisted the tyranny and oppression. of the mother 
country, and obtained for themselves and their pos- 
terity the acknowledgment that the then colonies 
of Great Britain were free, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent States, and a relinquishment, by his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, of all claims to the Government, 
propriety, and territorial rights of the same and every 
part. thereof; and yet, at this day, it isa fact that the 
British Government usurp possession, and claim 
jurisdiction, over more than one third part of the 
State of Maine, then part of the province of Mas- 
sachusetls Bay, the government and territory of 
which were expressly relinquished. - Yes, sir, not- 
withstanding the territory now in dispute was, at the 
formation of the treaty, part and parcel of the then 
province of Massachusetts Bay, and.so represented 
and designated upon Mitchell’s map, which. was 
used and referred to by the commissioners in mak- 
ing the treaty, it is true that the British Govern- 
ment now claim ii asa part of New Brunswick, then 
Nova Scotia, and deny to this Government the 
right to occupy it, or to exercise any jurisdiction 
over it. This claim, by the British Government, is 
comparatively of recent origin, (having sprung ap 
since the treaty of Ghent,) but is persisted in with 
great tenacity, and has been, and still is, the causa 
of continued border difficulties between the people 
and authorities of the State of Maine and of the pro- 
vince of New Brunswick, and those troubles are 
increasing daily. Already have some of our own 
citizens been arrested upon our own territory, drag- 
ged to.a foreign jail, imprisoned, tried, and con- 
demned, under the pretence of offences against the 
sovereigniy and laws of a foreign Government, but 
in fact for no crime other than obeying or attëmpt- 
ing to execute the laws. of their own country within 
our rightful limits. And the Government and peo- 
ple of Maine are warned, by the authorities of 
New Brunswick, that any attempt to exercise juris- 
diction within what they denominate “disputed 
territory,” will be resisted and repelled “if the 
whole military force of British America should be 
necessary to effect it.’ This is a condition of 
things that cannot, and will not, be submitted to. 
Soon after Maine was separated from Massachu- 
setts, in 1819, measures were taken for the protec- 
tion of the timber upon a part of what is now 
claimed to be disputed. territory, surveyed some of 
the lands into townships, and made preparations 
for opening roads and settling the country. Some 
of these acts were complained of by the British 
Government as inconsistent with the understanding 
between this Government and Great Britain, “that, 
pending the negotiations for settling the boundary 
line, each party should abstain from-any acts of 
sovereignty over the contested territory, and upon 
the request of the General Government, Maine post- 
poned some of her proposed improvements. At 


` the same time the authorities of New Brunswick 


were extending their claims to ownership and juris- 
diction, which furnished cause of complaint by 
Maine to the General Government, which was 
communicated by the latter to the British Govern- 
ment, producing at some times a disavowal. of the- 
acts, and at other times,a claim that the acts were 
justifiable. In this state of things the attention. of 
the Legislature of Maine was often called to: the 
Subject of their boundary, and the history and.evi- 
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dence of their title have been embodied in reports 
and resolutions which were forwarded to Congress, 
and the aid of the General Government urgently 
requested to bring about the settlement and esta- 
blishment of the line of boundary. More recently, 
and since the commencement of the present session 
of Congress, (very soon after the receipt of the last 
communication from the British Government upon 
the boundary question,) the President caused to be 
sent to the Governor of Maine a statement of 
the correspondence which had been had between 
the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain upon the subject of the boundary, since the 
rejection of the opinion of the arbiter in 1832, with 
a request that he would adopt such measures as he 
might deem necessary to ascertain the sense of the 
State of Maine with respect to the expediency. of 
attempting to establish a conventional line, as well 
as to additional surveys and explorations with a 
view to the satisfactory adjustment of the contro- 
versy according to the terms of the treaty, or ena- 
bling the parties to decide more understandingly 
upon the expediency of opening a negotiation for a 
line that would suit their mutual convenience, &c. 
The message of the Governor communicating that 
statement to the Legislature, and the resolutions of 
the Legislature thereupon, which I had the honor a 
few days ago to present to the Senate, have been 
printed, and are in the hands of Senators. They 
are a full, unequivocal, and direct response to the 
questions propounded, and speak the language and 
determination, not of a party, or of a mere majori- 
ty, but of the whole Legislature and people of 
Maine. This, sir, is no party question in Maine. 
The whole people of that State feel that they are in- 
jured, and that their appeals to the General Go- 
vernment for the protection and guarantee of their 
rights, which they believe the Constitution of the 
United States was designed to afford them, have al- 
ready been too long disregarded; and they now 
hope and trust that Congress will adopt such mea- 
sures as will insure. the running and marking of 
the boundary line between that State and a foreign 
Government, according to the terms. of the- treaty: 
Such measures are not intended by Maine, and 
ought not to be regarded by others, as hostile, hat 
as means, and probably the only means, of settling 
the question of boundary for many years yet to 
come. 
urge the passage of, in conformity with the resolu- 
tions of my State, provides that the President shall 
cause the boundary line to'be run and marked 
agreeably to the provisions of the treaty of peace 
of 1783.. The time for executing this service, and 
the manner of doing it, is left entirely to the discre- 
tion of the President, and itis believed that it may 
be done without giving just cause of offence to 
Great Britain. What other mode of running this 
line of boundary can be pursued when it is con- 
sidered that our Government has repeatedly pro- 
posed to the Government of Great Britain mutual- 
ly to appoint surveyors or eommissioners to run 
and mark the line according to the treaty, and that 
those propositions have been declined-on the pre- 
tence that tke description of the line in the treaty is 
so imperfect that it is impracticable to run that line 
so as to conform. to the terms of the treaty, and thai 
the British Government still refuses to assent to 
such a survey and running of the line unless this 
Government will agree to such preliminaries as would 
change, or render impracticable, the survey of the line 
of the treaty. 

It will be seen by reference to the correspondence 
between this Government and that of Great Britain, 
since the rejection of the opinion of the arbiter, that 
our Government have been. constantly endeavoring 
to open negotiations with Great Britain for the esta- 
blishment of the line according to the- treaty of 
1783; that the British Government have declined to 
negotiate upon that basis, and have insisted and 
still insist, that a conventional line must be substitn- 
for the treaty fine. That there may be no mistake 
upon this part of the subject, the correspondence 
between the two Governments should be examined 
with care, and it will show that on the 21st of 
July, 1832, Mr. Livingston informed Mr. Bank- 
head that the decision of the arbiter had been re- 
jected by the Senate; and that the President, in pur- 
suance of the advice of the Senate, proposed “to 


The bill which I propose to submit and: 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Northeastern Boundary—Mr. Williams. 


open a new negotiation with his Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Government for the ascertainment of the boun- 
dary between the possessions of the United States 
and those of Great Britain on the northeastern 
frontier of the United States, according to the treaty 
ef peace of 1783;” and it was further suggested that 
if the parties should be unable to agree upon. the 
establishment of the treaty line; means might be 
found of avoiding the constitutional difficulties 
that hitherto had attended the establishment of a 
boundary more convenient to both parties than that 
designated by the treaty, and that such a negotia- 
tion would naturally embrace the right of naviga- 
tion of the river St. John. On the 14th of April, 1833, 
Sir Charles R. Vaughan replied “that his Majesty’s 
Government regret that they cannot disccver in this 
proposition any probable means of arriving at a 
settlement of this difficult question. It appears to 
his Majesty’s Government to be utterly hopeless to 
attempt to find out, at this time of day, by means 
of new negotiation, an assumed line of boundary 
which successive negotiators, and which commis- 
sioners employed on the spot have, during so many 
years, failed to discover, &c.; that his Majesty’s 
Government will eagerly avail themselves of any 


probable chance of bringing the question to a sáa- ` 


tisfactory settlement, and will lose no time in en- 


deavoring to ascertain. from Mr. Livingston in the | 
‘first place, what is the prineiple of the plan of boun- 


dary which the American Government appear to 
contemplate as likely to be to be more convenient to 
both parties, &c.; whether any, and what arrange- 
ment for avoiding the constitutional difficulties 
has yet been concluded with the State of Maine, 
that it was necessary that his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should be informed of the basis upon which it 
is proposed to negotiate before they can either en- 
tcrtain the proposal, or decide upon instructions to 
be given; that they must be previously assured that 
the President will possess the power of carrying in- 
to effect his part of any engagement, &c.; and that 
his Majesty cannot consent to embarrass the nego- 
tiation respecting the boundary, by . mizing up with 
y : discussion respecting the navigation of the river St. 
ohn.” = tae 

On the 30th of April, 1833, Mr. Livingston pro- 
posed to Sir Charles R? Vaughan that the disad- 
vantages of the modes of settlement heretofore 
adopted might be avoided by appointing a new 
commission, consisting of an equal number of 
commissioners, with an umpire selected by some 
friendly sovereign, to-decide on all points on which 
they disagree; or by a commission entirely com- 
posed of skilful men in Europe, so selected, to be 
attended in the survey and view of the country, 
by agents appointed by the parties. And further 
suggested that where two natural boundaries are 
named, and running from one towards the other 
on the prescribed course will net touch the other, 
the rule is not to consider the boundary as one im- 
possible to be traced, but to preserve the natural 
boundary, and to reach it by the nearest direct 
course. Thus, if after more accurate surveys 
shall have been made, it should be found that the 
north course from the head of the St. Croix should 
not reach the highlands, which answer the descrip- 
tion of those designated in the treaty of 1783, then 
adirect line from the head of the St. Croix, what- 
ever may be its direction, to such highlands ought 
to be adopted, and the line will still be conforma- 


ble to the treaty; and Mr. Livington informs Sir | 


Charles R. Vaughan, that the anticipations of an 
arrangement by which the Government of the Uni- 
ted States might be enabled to treat for a more 
convenient boundary have not been realized, and 
in the present stale of things, they must treat on 
the basis of the establishment of the boundary pre- 
sented by the treaty. 

On Lith of May, 1833, Sir Charles R. Vaughan 
replies that he is convinced that it is hopeless to ex- 
pect a favorable result from a renewed negotia- 
ton upon that basis; that with regard to the propo- 
sal of a commission of borndary, it would be with 
great reluctance that the British Government could 
consent to have recourse to such a measure; and 
that he does not sufficiently comprehend the other 
view which Mr. L. has partially developed, and 
suggests that in deviating from the direct north 
line might lead to mountains to the eastward of H, 
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which would trench upon his Majesty’s territories 
of New Brunswick, and invites Mr. L. to offer some 
more prompt and effectual measure. for. the- setle- 
ment of the boundary, than the renewal- of a vege- 
tiation on an inadmissible basis, or having recourse 
again to commissions of boundary, &c. ears 

‘On the 28th May, 1833, Mr. Livingston informs 
Sir Charles R. Vaughan that the American Go- 
vernment make no pretensions further east. than a 
line directly north from the source of the river St. 
Croix; but if,.on a more accurate survey, it should 
be found that the north line mentioned in the 
treaty should pass each of the highlands therein 
described, and that they should be found at some 
point further west, then the principle would apply, 
viz: that the direction of the line to connect the 
two natural boundaries must be altered, so as to 
suit their ascertained position; and to simplify the 
operation, the President is willing that the com- 
missioners should be restricted to the single ques- 
tion of determining the point designated by the 
treaty as the highlands which divide the waters, to 
which point a straight line shall be drawn from the 
monument, ete. 

On the 31st May, 1833, Sir Charles R. Vaughan 
replies, that it appears to him that the question of 
boundary can only be set at rest by an abandonment 
of the defective description of boundary contained in 
the treaty, and the two Governments mutually 
agreeing upon a conventional line more convenient to 
both parties; that the proposition’ of Mr. Living- 
ston is so restricted to the terms of ihe treaty, that the 
basis of it is the same as that which he has been in- 
structed by his Government to inform the Govern- 
ment of the United States that it was hopeless to ne- 
gotiate upon. While the point of departure of the 
line to be traced according to the proposition of 
Mr. Livingston is clearly established, the point at 
which it is to terminate is left in doubt, and to be 
decided by the special commission, etc. He wishes 
to be informed what limitations it is intended to put 
upon the course to be followed by the commission; 
whether the attention of the commissioners is to be 
directed to any particular spot, or whether they are 
to be left at liberty to stop at the first highlands 
answering the required description, and observes 
that the impression left upon his mind, after a con- 
versation with Mr. Livingston, and the production of 
a map upon a small scale, is, that. the highlands to 
be sought in the manner he proposed, would proba- 
bly be found north of the St. Johns, but westward 
some miles of the river St. Francis, and that he 
would be happy to receive from Mr. McLane 
some further explanation of the intended course to 
be pointed out to the special commissioners. 

On the 5th June, 1833, Mr. McLane replies that 
it is not expected that any limitations will be put 
upon the course to be pursued by the special com- 
missioners, but such as are required. by a faithful 


. adherence to the description of the boundary in the 


treaty of 1783, and proposes to make another effort 
to overcome the difficulty, and discarding the due 
‘north line, should. that become necessary; to seek 
for and find, in the first place, the “highlands 
which divide those rivers that empty themselves 
into the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall 
into the Atlantic Ocean;” and when these shall be 
found in any part of the disputed territory, north or 
south of the St. Johns river, to draw a line from 
“the monument to the said highlands, and to that 
point thereof which shall be nearest to a due north 
line from the monument. 

On the 10th February, 1834, Sir Charles R. 
Vaughan replies, that no satisfactory or useful re- 
sult could be obtained from the local survey pro- 
posed by the American Government, until the two 
parties are agreed upon certain points urged by him, 
and says no doubt can exist that by going far enough 
fo the westward, such highlands as those required by 
the treaty could be found, because it is well known 
that the high ground in the neighborhood of the 
source of the St. Johns divides the Kennebec, which 
falls into the Atlantic Ocean, from the Chaudiere, 
which falls into the St. Lawrence; and upon a full 
view of the matter, his Majesty’s Government think 
that, in the first place, and previously to any further 
negotiation, they are entitled to claim from the Go- 
vernment of the United States an acquiescence in 
the decisions pronougggs. by the arbiter upon all 
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place, that as a preliminary to an y attempt to set- ` 
tle the remaining point by negotiation, they ought 
to be satisfied that the Government with which they 
have to treat is possessed of the powers necessary for 
carrying into effect any arrangement upon which the 
two parties might agree. $ 

On the 11th March, 1834, Mr. McLane replies, 
that the arbiter having failed to decide the question 
submitted tu him, the opinions of that:arbiter, in the 
course of his reasoning upon the point submitted, 
are liable to many abjections, which are regarded 
as insuperable, and repeats the proposition to sub- 
mit the whole subject to the commission, with an 
unlimited discretion over all the points necessary to 
the proper decision of the subject committed to it. 

March 16, 1834, Sir Charles R. ‘Vaughan 
replies, that under such a commission, not a step 
could be taken, unless the two Gevernments agree 
upon two of the subordinate points, viz: the charac- 
ter of the land they are to discover as dividing waters, 
according to the treaty of 1783, and what are to be 
considered as Atlantic rivers. 

March 21, 1834, Mr. McLane replies that the 
United States have no power to diseard the line 
called for by the treaty of 1783, without the assent 
of Maine; and that assent, in the present state of the 
controversy, while there remains a reasonable hope 
of discovering the true and original boundary, it is 
not possible to obtain; and under such circumstan- 
ces, the Government of his Britannic Majesty is in- 
vited to unite with the President in another effort, 
aided by the adoption of a plain and easy rule of 
surveying, to find the line of the treaty of 1783. 

December 8, 1834, Sir Charles R, Vaughan re- 
peats the arguments before urged as to the necessi- 
ly of agreeing upon the character of the highlands 
and the river question, and trusts that the American 
Government will be prepared to agree with that of 
his Majesty as to the construction to be put upen 
the passage of the treaty respecting the rivers which 
Empty into lie Atlantic ocean, ‘and will concur in 
deciding that the Atlantic rivers which are to guide 
the commissioners in searching for the highlands 
described in the treaty, are those rivers. which fall 
into the sea to the westward of the mouth. of the river 
St. Croix; and he is instructed to represent to Mr. 
Forsyth that his Majesty’s Government consider a 
clear agreement between the two Government on this 
point to be an indisputable preliminary to the esia- 
blishment of any new commission of survey. 
Till this point is decided, no survey of commis- 
sioners can lead to any useful result. But the de- 
cision of this point turns upon the interpretation of 
the words of the treaty, and not upon the opera- 
tion of surveyors ; and his Majesty’s Government 
having once submitted this point, in common with 
others, to the judgment of an impartial arbiter, by 
whose award they have declared themselves ready 
to abide, they cannot consent to refer it to any 
other arbitration. 

April 28, 1835, Mr. Forsyth replies that it is 
with unfeigned regret the President learns the deci- 
sion of his Majesty’s Government not to agree to 
the proposition made in that spirit of accommoda- 
tion by which the United States have throughout 
beea influenced, without 2 precedent compliance on 
their part with inadmissible conditions ; that the 
President has made it the duty of Mr. Forsyth to 
apprise Sir Charles R. Vaughan that he cannot 
agree to clog the submission with the condition pro- 
posed by his Majesty’s Government, and that a 
new submission, if made, should be made without 
restriction or qualification upon the diseretion of 
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the commissioners, other than such as result from 
established facts, and the just interpretation of the 
treaty of 1783, and such us heretofore have been, 
and are now again, tendered by him to his Britan- 
nic Majesty’s Government, and invites a proposi- 
tion from his Majesty’s Government. 

December 28, 1835, Mr. Bankhead, under in- 
structions from his Majesty’s Government, argues 
the river question, and says that with respect to the 
President’s proposal for a commission of explora- 
tion and survey, his Majesty’s Government could 
only agree to such a commission, provided there 
were a previous understanding beiween the two Go- 
verninents that, although neither should be required 
to give up its own interpretation of the river ques- 


tion, yet as the commission of survey would be in- 
tended for the purposes of conciliation, and with a 
view of putting an end to discussion cn contro- 


verted points, the commissioners should be in-- 


structed to search for highlands, upon the character 
of which no doubt could exist on either side; repeats 
that his Majesty’s Government ‘are ready to treat 
for a conventional line, and proposes to divide the 
disputed territory equally between Great Britain and 
the United States, l 

February 29, 1836, Mr. Forsyth replies, that 
agreement between the two Governments is im- 
possible, while his Majesty’s Government continues 
to maintain the position indicated by Mr. Bank- 
head's note; declines the proposition of his Majes- 
ty’s Government to divide the disputed territory 
equally between the two Governments, and says 
that the President will, if his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment consents to it, apply to the Stale of Maine 
for its assent to make the river. St. Johns, from ils 
source to its mouth, the boundary between Maine 
and his Majesty’s dominions in that part of North 
America. 

March 4, 1836, Mr. Bankhead refers to his note 
of 28th December, proposing to instruct the com- 
missioners to search for highlands, upon the charac- 
ter of which no doubt could exist on either side, and 
thinks that the Secretary of State has not given this 
modification on the part of his Britannic Majesty’s 
Government of the President’s proposition the full 
weight to which it was entitled; and again submits 
it, bearing in mind that the commissioners who 
may be appointed are not to decide upon points of 
difference, but are merely to present to the respec- 
tive Governments the result of their labors, which it 
is hoped may pave the way for an ultimate settle- 
ment of the question ; and he notifies Mr. Forsyth 
that the proposition offered in Mr. Forsyth’s note, 
to make the river St. Johns, from its source to its 
mouth, the boundary between the United States 
and his Majesty’s Province of New Brunswick, is 
one to which the British Government, he is con- 
vinced, will never agree. 

March 5, 1836, Mr. Forsyth hopes that the 
President's proposition for making the St. John’s 
the boundary, may, when brought before his Ma- 
jesty’s Cabinet, be received in a more favorable 
light than that in which it appears to have pre- 
sented itself to Mr. Bankhead. 

If, however, the river boundary be rejected be-- 
fore the President consents to the modification of 
his previous proposition for the appointment of a 
commission of exploration and survey, it will be 
necessary to be informed more fully of the view 
of the British Government in offering’ the modifica- 
tion, ete. 

August 10, 1837, Mr. Stevenson makes known 
to Lord-Palmerston the earnest and unabated de- 
sire which the President feels that the controversy 
should be speedily and amicably settled, and ex- 
presses the anxiety with which the Government of 
the United States is waiting the promised decision 
of his Majesty Government upon the proposition 
submitted to it as far back as July, 1836, 

January 10, 1838, Mr. Fox recapitulates the 
various attempts which have been made to settle 
the question of boundary and failed; and in refe- 
rence to the only remaining proposition of a com- 
missien of exploration dnd survey says, that her 
Majesty's Government have little expectation that 
such a commission could Jead to any useful result, 
and on that account would be disposed to object to 
the measure. But at the same time they are so 
unwilling to reject the only plan now left which 
seems to afford a chance of making any further 
advance in this long pending matter, that they will 
not withhold their consent to sucha commission, if 
the principle upon which it is te be formed, and the 
manner in which it is to proceed, can be salisf actorily 
settled; and says that her Majesty’s Government 
have stated their opinion that, in order to avoid all 
fruitless disputes as to the character of such high- 
lands, the commissioners should be instructed to 
look for highlands which both partics might acknow- 
ledge as fulfilling the conditions of the treaty. But if 
the two Governments should agree to the appoint- 
ment of such a commission, it would be necessary 
that their agreement should be first recorded in a 
convention; and it would obviously be indispensable 
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that the State of Maine should be an assenting 
party to the arrangement, 

February 6, 1838, Mr. Forsyth replies to Mr. 
Fox that the President, for the purpose. of: placing 
in the possession of the State of Maine the views 
of her Majesty’s Government, as exhibited in Mr. 
Fox’s note, and of ascertaining the sense of the 
State authorities. npon the expediency of meeting 
those views, has directed him to transmit a copy of 
it to Governor Kent for their-considération; repeats. 
that the American proposition -is intended, and, if 
agreed to, will doubtless be successful, to decide the 
question of boundary definitively, by the adoption 
of the highlands reported by the commissioners of 
survey, and would thus secure the treaty line. The 
British modification looks to no such object. It 
merely contemplates a commission of boundary 
analogous to that under the fifth article of the 
treaty of Ghent, and would, in all probability, 
prove equally unsatisfactory in practice. 

From this history of the efforts on the part of our 
Government to settle the line of boundary by nego- 
tiation, it must be apparent to every Senator that 
there is no hope of establishing the boundary of the 
treaty by negotiation. The Government of Great 
Britain has not, at any time since ‘the rejection of 
the advice of the arbiter, consented to treat upon 
the basis of the treaty line, unless the American Go- 
vernment would, in advance, yield some point. that 
would prove fatal to its jast rights under the treaty; 
and although the British Government have pro- 
fessed to be eager to substitute a conventional line 
one that shall be more convenient to both parties 
than the treaty line—they have never been willing 
to intimate what that line should be, or what equi- 
valents on either side should be granted, except 
that, after fixing their own limits to what they deno-: 
minate disputed territory, they would consent to 
divide that territory equally between the two Go- 
vernments. It is evident and clear, that while our 
Government have been pressing upon the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain their anxious desire to settle 
the question of boundary according to the provi- 
sions of the treaty, and in some instances have been 
induced to go beyond what may fairly be regarded 
the legitimate construction of the treaty, in order to 
obtain an amicable adjustment of the controyersy, 
it has been the purpose and endeavor of the other 
party to avail themselves of this. disposition to ob- 
tain concessions and admissions on our part which, 
in their effect, would render the description of. the - 
boundary contained in the treaty utterly nugatory. 
After such a lapse of time, and after such efforts as 
have been made on the part of our Government to 
settle this question of boundary, and with such dis- 
positions on the other part as are manifested by the 
attempts at negotiation which have been detailed, 
it is vain to hope that the question of boundary can 
be settled without some decided action on the part 
of Congress. What that action shall be depends 
very much upon the justice of our claim, and upon 
the pretences of the Government of Great Britain 
to resist it; and that Senators may be possessed of 
the means of coming to right conclusions, and of 
forming a correct judgment upon these points, it is ° 
proposed to state, in a brief manner, some of the 
grounds and evidence upon which it is believed 
that the right is clearly with ws, and that the pre- 
tences of the Briush Government are of recent ori- 
gin, and without any valid foundation. 

By the first article of the treaty of peace of 1783, 
his Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United 
States—viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
etc.—to be free, sovereign, and independent States; 
that he treats with them as such, and for himself, 
his heirs, and successors, relinquishes all claims to 
the Government propriety and territorial rights of 
the same, and every part thereof. . It is admitted, as 
well on the part of the British Government as of 
the United States, that the map which was used by 
the commissioners who negotiated the treaty. of 
peace, and to which they had reference ‘in forming 
the terms of the treaty, was Mitchell’s map, of 
which copies, upon a reduced scale, are now exhi- 
bited to the Senate. Upon this map are represented 
New England, Provinee of ‘Maine, Province of Saga- 
dahock, on. the west side of the river St. Croix, and 
Nova Scotia or Acadia on the east side of that rivers 


Í witha line drawn from the source of the SE: Croix, 
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directly norih to the river St. Lawrence, crossing the 
St. Johns. It is to b- remembered that Mitchel’s 
map was published in 1755, when the province of 
Massachusetts Bay, as well as the province of 
Nova Scotia extended to, and were bounded by the 
river St. Lawrence, and so continued to be bound- 
ed, until the formation of the province of Quebec 
in 1763. By the grant of King James the first ‘to 
Sir William Alexander, afterwards Lord Sterling, 
in 1621, the boundaries of the Territory of Nova 
Scotia are, so far as relates to this- question, thus 
described: “to. the river commonly called by the 
name of Holy Cross, or the St..Croix, and to the 
furtherest source or spring upon the western branch 
of the same, which first mingles its waters with 
those of the said river; thence by an imaginary 
direct linc, to be drawn or run through the country, 
or over the land to the north to the first bay, river, 
or spring emptying itself into the great river of 
Canada, and from thence running to the east along 
the shores of the said river of. Canada to-the river, 
bay, or harbor, commonly known, or called by the 
name of Gachepe or Gaspee, etc.” 

By the charter of 3d William and Mary, 1691, 
itis declared “that the territories and colonies, 
called and known. by the names of the colony of 
Massachusetts bay and colony of New Plymouth, 
the Province of Maine and the territory called 
Acadie or Nova Scotia, and all the tract of land 
lying between the said territories of Nova Scotia, 
and the said province of Maine, be erected, united, 
and incorporated info one province, by the name cf 
our province of the Massachusetts bay in New 
England. 

Upon referring to Mitchell’s map, it will be seen 
that the line drawn upon it, from the sonrce of the 
St. Croix to the river of Canada or St. Lawrence, 
isthe westerly line described in the grant to Sir 
William Alexander, and Nova. Scotia, as then 
known and understood; and the easterly line of the 
province of ‘Massachusetts Bay: each of. those 
provinces, when that map was~made, extending 
northwardly to the river St. Lawrence. After the 
publication of Mitchell’s map, viz: in 1763, by an 
order in council, the province of Quebec was 
formed, and the southwardly line of it thus de- 
scribed: “the said line crossing the St. Lawrence 
and Lake Champlain in forty-five degrees of north 
latitude, passes aleng the highlands which divide the 
rivers which empty themselves into -the said St, 
Lawrence, from those which fall into the sea, and 
also along the coast of the Bay des Chaleurs and 
the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to Cape 
Rosiers,” etc. and the like description of boundary 
is contained in the commissions to Governor Mur- 
ray, November 21, 1763, and to Goveror Carlton, 
April 21, 1767. By the act of Parliament, 14, 
George IMI, 1774, making more effectual provision 
for the government of the province of Quebec, 
jt isenacted that all the territories, islands, and 
counties in North America, belonging to the Crown 
of Great Britain, bounded on the south, by a line 
from the Bay of Chaleurs, along the highlands which 
divide the waters that empty themselves into the river 
St. Lawrence, from those fallinto the sea to a point in 
forty-five -degrees of north latitude, on the eastern 
bank of the river Connecticut, etc. be, and they 
are hereby, annexed to, and made part and parcel 
of, the province of Quebec, as created and esta- 
blished by royal proclamation of the 7th October, 
1763. In the commission to Guy Carlton, Go- 
vernor of Quebec, dated December 27, 1774, the 
southern boundary of the province of Quebec is 
thus described:” bounded on the south by a line 
from the Bay of Chaleurs, along the highlands 
which divide the rivers. that empty themselves into 
the river St. Lawrence from those which fall into 
the sea, to a point in forty-five degrees worth lati- 
tude, etc, After the proclamation of October 7, 
1763, the commissions to the several Governors of 
Nova Scotia, viz: to Montague Wilmot in 1763, 
to Lord William Campbell in 1765, to Francis 
Legge, esq. in 1773, and to John Parr, esq. in 1782, 
described that province of Nova Scotia thus: “ to 
the northward by the southern boundary of our 
province of Quebec, as far as the western extremi- 
ty of the Bay des Chaleurs; to the eastward by the 
said bay and the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Cape 
or Promontory, called Cape Breton, in the island of 
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that name, including said island, etc.; to the westward, 
(although our said province hath anciently extended, 
and doth of right extend, as far as the river Panta- 
gonet or Penobscot,) it shall be bounded by a line 
drawn from Cape Sable, across the entrance of the 
bay of Fundy ‘to the mouth of the river St. Croix, 
by the suid river to its source, and by a line drawn due 
north, thence to the southern boundary of our province 
of Quebec.” : . - : 

The province of New Brunswick was establish- 
ed in 1784, and-embraces what was, before that 
time, the northerly part of Nova Scotia. It is thus 
described in the several commissions to Governors 
of the province of New Brunswick, irom the first 
one to Thomas Carlton, in 1784, down to that of 
the Earl of Dalhousie, in 1819, viz: “bounded on 
the westward by the mouth of the river St. Croix, 
by the said river to its source, and by a line drawn 
due north from thence to the southern boundary 
of our province of Quebec, tothenorthward by the 
said boundary as far as the western extremity of 
bay of Chaleurs, to the eastward by the said bay, 
and the gulf of St. Lawrence; to the bay calied 
Bay Verte, to the south,” &c. From all these 
documents, it- is clear and undeniable that the 
western line of what was formerly Nova Scotia, 
now New Brunswick, is, and always has been, the 
river St. Croix, and a line from the source of that 
river due north, extending formerly to the river 
St. Lawrence, and since 1763 to the south line of 
Quebec; or, to what is the same thing, a line from 
the bay of Chaleurs, along the highlands, which 
divide the rivers that empty themselves into the 
river St. Lawrence from those which fall into the 
sea toward a point in 45 degrees of northern lati- 
tude, &c. That the north line of that province is 
2s far north as we claim the north line of Maine to 
be, is proved, first, by the fact that the Bay Cha- 
leurs is a part of that north line; secondly, by acts 
of the provincial Government, incorporating coun- 
ties, and parishes, upon the Bay Chaleurs, and 
upon the river Restigouche, and regulating the fishe- 
ries in that river, granting land, and establishing 
roads, &c.; thirdly, from the acts, and declaration, 
of the Surveyors General of the provinces of Que- 
bec ‘and of New Brunswick, in 1787, when it was 
proposed by the authorities of the province of 
Quebec to tun and mark the line between these 
provinces, as disclosed in the extracts hereafter to 
te mentioned. Ng 

Inasmuch as the province of Maine or Massa- 
chueett’s bay formerly extended toand was bounded 
north by the river St. Lawrence, and as no change 
of its boundary had been made prior to the treaty 
of 1783, (except so far as the province of Quebec 
had been extended South of the St. Lawrence,) it 
is only necessary to see hew far the south line of 
Quebec extends to the southward of the St. Law- 
rence, to ascertain the north line of the province of 
Massachusetis Bay, as it was at the time of the treaty, 
when his Britanie Majesty velinguished-all claim to 
the government, propriety and territorial rights of the 
sane and every part thereof. That line was deseri- 
bed, in the proclamation, to be a line “crossing the 
St. Lawrence and Lake Champlain in 45 degrees 
north latitude, passing along the highlands -which 
divide the rivers which empiy themselves into the 
said river St. Lawrence from those which fall into 
the sea, and also along the coast of the Bay des 
Chaleurs,” and in the act of Parliament “by a line 
from the bay of Chaleurs along the highlands which 
divide the waters that empty themselves into the 
river St. Lawrence from those which fall into the 
sea toa point in 45 degrees of north latitude, on 
the eastern bank of the river Connecticut.” If 
there was any doubt as to what highlands were in- 
tended by these several descriptions, or as to their 
locality, in the absence of other satisfactory evi- 
dence, it might be sufficient to lock upon the map 
of the country, then extant, and see that a range of 
highlands, extending all along from the wesiern 
extremity of the bay of Chaleurs to Connecticut 
river, in 45 degrees north latitude, and north ofall 
the streams flowing into the St. Jobns river, is dis- 
tinctly represenied upon the map, and that no other 
range of highlands is indicated upon the map, be- 
tween the bay Chaleurs and Connecticut river; and 
that this range, as indicated by the map, dees divide 
the streams running northwardly into the St. Law- 
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rence from the streams running southwardly into 
the sea. But a glance at this map. must at once 
satisfy the mind that such highlands as are men- 
tioned in the proclamation and act of Parl 
must, ia the-nature of things; exist bet 
great river St. Lawrence on the north 
the Atlantic ocean on the southeast, and th 
highlands must, of: necessity, divide the rivers and 
streams represented on that map as tunning in dif- 
ferent and opposite directions; and, but for the in- 
genuity of British agents and diplomatists, it would 
be difficult to imagine how any question. could be 
made upon such a state of facts. 

Thus far the question has been considered inde- 
pently of the, further article of the treaty of 1783, 
which was added “that all disputes which might 
arise in future on the subject of the boundaries of 
the said United States may be prevented, it is here- 
by agreed and declared that the following are and 
shall be their boundaries, viz: From the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, viz: that angle which is form- 
ed by a line due north from the source of St. Croix 
river to the highlands, along the said highlands 
which divide those rivers that empty themselves 
into the river St. Lawrence from those which fall 
into the Atlantic ocean, to the northwesternmost 
head of Connecticut river, (and thence round to the 
Southern boundary,) east by a line to be drawn 
along the middle of the river St. Croix from its 
mouth, in the bay of Fundy, to its source; and from 
its source directly north to the aforesaid highlands 
which divide the rivers that fall into, the Atlantic 
ocean from those which fall into the river St. 
Lawrence.” , 

The point of beginning, the terminus a quo, men- 
tioned in this description of the boundary of the 
United States, viz: the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
not being fixed or marked by any actual monu- 
ment existing at the time the treaty was formed, 
it was necessary so to describe it that its position 
and location might be ascertained and fixed by 
reference to other known monuments, and direct- 
ing the manner in which a line should be extended 
from one to the other, and hence the further de- 
scription of that angle, the point of departure, viz: 
“ That angle which is formed by a line drawn due 
north from the source of St. Croix river: to the 


highlands.” To determine, therefore, the particu- 


lar place and location of. the. angle thns described, 
it could only be necessary. to commence at the 
source of St. Croix river, and run a line therefrom 
due north, until it should reach the highlands, and 
at whatever point of the highlands that line should 
meet them, would be the angle called for by the 
treaty. To effect this, the source of St. Croix river 
and the highlands must be ascertained, and it is 
matter of history that the two Governments were 
not, for years after the formation of the treaty, 
agreed as to what river was the St. Croix river, 
mentioned in, and intended by, the treaty ;.the 
American Government claiming that a river fur- 
ther east than the Scoudiac was the St Croix of 
the treaty; and the British Government contending 
that the Penobscot was the St. Croix of the treaty. 
This point of disagreement was settled and finally 
determined in 1797 by commissioners of both Go- 
vernments -under the provisions of the treaty of 
1794, and a monument was accordingly erected at 
the source of the western branch of the river Scou- 


"diac, or St. Croix river, as the source of St. Croix 


river mentioned in the treaty of 1783, and that. monu- 
ment has ever since been, and now is, recognised 
by both Governments as the point from which the 
line is to be drawn due north to the highlands. 
This point being fixed, and not now disputed, it 
remains to ascertain what highlands are to be 
reached by the line running due north from this 
monument, at which the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia is to be located and fixed, and this is the 
point of difference between this Government and 
the Government of Great Britain, and of course 
requires a careful and close examination. In the 
former part of the description (in the treaty of 
1783) of the highlands, at which the angle is to be 
farmed, there is not any further designation of them, 
than that the line drawn due north from the source 
of St. Croix river to the highlands is the point from 
which the line of boundary is to start, and that line 
of boundary is “ along the said highlands, whioh 
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divide those rivers that empty themselves into the 
St. Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlan- 
tic ocean, to the northwesternmost head of Con- 
necticut river”—the highlands called for, as con- 
stiluting the point of departure of the line of boun- 
dary, must be the same as those upon which that line 
of boundary is to run along ; and the highlands upon 
which that boundary is-to run along, are highlands 
which divide the waters, etc. Further, in the latter 
part of the description of boundaries, in the treaty 
of 1783, the highlands intended are more certainly 
fixed, in the following words: “ Hast by a line to 
be drawn along the middle of the river St. Croix 
from its mouth, in the bay of Fundy, to its source, 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid 
highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the 
Atlantic ocean trom those which fall into the river 
St. Lawrence.” The highlands mentioned in both 
parts of the description of boundaries are therefore 
the same and not different, and, to satisfy the de- 
seription of them, must be such highlands as divide 
the rivers in the manner mentioned in the treaty. 

That such highlands were known to be near to 
the river St. Lawrence, and between the source of 
St. Croix and the river St. Lawrence, is not only 
apparent upon inspection of Mitchell’s map, used 
by the comunissioners in forming the treaty of 
peace, and in preparing the description of boun- 
daries, but was then matter of history and record 
in England, as well as in the British provinces in 
North America. 

In Pownal’s topographical description of part 
of the British colonies jn America, in describing 
mountains, highlands, ete. he says: “And in the 
latitude of 45 or thereabouts, turning eastward, 
run away to the Gulf of St. Lawrence.” Again: 
“Going from the same line in latitude 45 of the 
greatest height of this range of mountains, and fol- 
lowing them to the east northerly, they all seem to 
range as united until again divided by the Bay of 
Chaleurs.” Again: “All the rivers which have 
their sources amidst the northern ridges of this great 
range, {all into Canada or St. Lawrence river, as the 
St. Francis, Chaudier, and many others. All which 
have their sources in the sowhern ridges, fall into 
the Bay of Fundy or into the main ocean,” etc. 

The range of highlands thus described is near to 
the St. Lawrence and north of the St. Johns, and 
has always been claimed by the American Govern- 
ment as the highlands intended and described in the 
treaty; and although formerly admitted to be such 
by agents of the British Government, it is not so 
now; but the latter Government contend that the 
dne north line from the source of the St. Croix 
shall stop at Marr's Hill, which is situated some 
thirty miles sowh of the Great Fallsin St. Johns 
river, and not more than forty-five miles from the 
monument at the source of St. Croix. 

To show that the highlands of the treaty were 
formerly understood and admitted by the agents of 
the Government of Great Britain to be situated 
north of the St. Johns river, and where the Ameri- 
can Government now claim that they are to be 
found, the following extracts are submitted: 


Extract from minutes of Executive Council of Quebec. 

Monnpay, 9th July, 1787.—Present his Excellen- 
cy the Governor, &e. . 

Mis lordship intimated the propriety of ascer- 
taining the limits bet ween this and the province of 
New Brunswick, and that the Surveyor General 
of that province would soon meet Mr. Holland for 
that purpose, &c. 

Extract from Lord Dorchester’s instructions to Mr. 
John Holland. 

Qurznc, July 9, 1787.—You will he pleased to 

accompany Mr. Finley to the Great Falls on the 


river St. Johns, in order to assist in marking out 
the boundary between the provinces of Quebec and 
New Brunswick, &c. You will there meet the 
Surveyor General of the province of New Bruns- 
wiek, or some other person authorized by the Lieu- 
tenant Governor of that province, in concert with 
whom and Mr. Finlay, you will proceed upon that 
business. You will be guided therein by the en- 
closed descriptions of the boundaries of the provinces 
of Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, ex- 
tracted from commissions as Governor thereof, to 
which is likewise added the description of the boun- 
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dary of the United States, taken from the definitive 
treaty for your information, &c.. 
Extroct from: Mr, Hollands report. 

“July 26, 1787.—Pursuant to orders, proceeded 
to Great Falls, on the river St. Johns, and on the 
16th met Capt. Sproul, Surveyor General of New 
Brunswick, who said that, conceiving his waiting 
for usat the Great Falls 
was.now proceeding on his way fo the height of land 
or the carrying place between St. Lawrence and Lake 
Timisconta, as there (according to his idea) the boun- 
dary ought to be fixed. I observed, it was gene- 
rally understood in Canada, that the line between 
the provinces. of Quebec and New Brunswick 


highlands in a westerly direction to the Great Falls 
on the St. Johns river, and from thence west to 
the westernmost or main branch of the river St. 
Croix. He answered that, should a boundary be 
fixed at or near the Great Falls, he would protest 
against such doings as contrary to directions laid 
down in his instructions. Afterwards, Capt. Sproul 
repeated the same to Mr. Finlay, adding that he 
would proceed immediately to the portage, to exa- 
mine which way the waters incline on the heights there, 
that, by their course, he might ascertain the boundary 


belween the provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick, 


as all the streams running into the rivers which 

empty themselves into the river St. Johns are in 

the province of New Brunswick, and those which 
fall into the St. Lawrence are in the province of 

Quebec. After many argumentsto show the im- 

propriety and disadvantage of fixing aboundary on the 

portage, &c. but more especially that the fixing that 
limit would materially affect the boundary between us 
and the United Slates of America, and thata large 
territory would ¿hereby be saved or lost to his Ma- 
jesty’s dominions, &c. and requested Mr. Sproul to 
return with us tothe Great Falls. Te refi used, 
saying that he had formed his opinion of the situa- 
tion of the boundary from geographical knowledge 

and ocular demonstration, and it was unalterable, &e.” 
The written instractions from the Governor of 

New Brunswick to Sproul, dated 7th July, 1787, 

were to run ihe boundary line between the provinces 

of Quebec and New Branswick agreeably to the act 
of Parliament for establishing the province of Quebec. 

Extract from the report of the Commissioner of 
Council of the province of Quebec, appointed to con- 
sider the boundary between the provinces of Quebce 
and New Brunswick, Sc. Oct. 18, 1787: 

“The Commissioner most humbly submits to your 
Lordship whether it would not be for the advantage 
of both Governments that the province of Quebec 
be separated from that of New Brunswick by a 
line running along the highlands, which extend from 
the head of Chaleurs bay to the foot of the great fall of 
St, Johns river, and from thence crossing the river 
(so as to include the whole of the portage or car- 
rying place) and continuing in astraight line toward 
the sources of the river Chaudeur, which rise on the 
highlands that commence at the said head of the Bay 
of Chaleurs, und extend all the way to the northwest- 
ernmost head of Connecticut river.” 

Extract from the arguments of the British agent, in 
1797, before the Commissioners under the 5th arli- 
cle of the treaty of 1794. 

“If it can be shown that the river Scoudiac, so 
called by the Indians, is this river St. Croix, and 
that a line along the middle of it to its source, to- 
gether with a line due north from ils source, formed a 
part of the western boundary of the province of Nova 
Scotia, and that the highlands formed the northern 
boundary line of this province atthe time the treaty of 
peace was made, so as to form the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, by these western and northern boun- 
daries, the intention of the treaty of peace is at 
once ascertained in the great point in controversy. 

“But to apply these facts to the point more im- 
mediately under consideration, whether a line due 
north from the source of the Western or main 
branch of the river Scoudiac, or St. Croix, will 
leave to each of the parties to the treaty those 
rivers that empty themselves, or whose mouths are, 
within its territories, upon the sea coast respectively. 

. “The effect, so far as regards the United States, 

is completely secured by the treaty, in all events; 

and thence we have farther reason to suppose it 

was intended to be reciporeal in this respect, if a 


totally unnecessary, he | 


should run from the head of Chaleur bay along the | 
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just interpretation will -warrant it. A-line: due 
north from the source of the western or main branch 
of the Scoudiac, or St. Croix, will fally secure this 
effect to the United. States in every. instance; and 
also to Great Britain. in all mstances except. in that 
of the river St. Johns, wherein it becomes impossible, 
by reason that the source of this viver is to the. west- 
ward, not.only of the western boundary line of 
Nova Scotia, but of the sources of. the Penobscot, : 
and even. of -the Kennebec, so that. this. north line. 
must, of necessity, cross the river St. Johns; but it will 
cross it in-a part of it almost at the foot of the high- 
lands, and. where it ceases to be navigable. But, if 
the north line is traced from the source of the 

Cheputnaticook, it will not ‘only cross the river St. 

John within about 50 miles of Frederickton, the - 

metropolis of New Brunswick, but will cut off the 

sources of the rivers which fall into the bay ef Chaleurs, 

if not of many others,” &c. 

Extract from a letter of Robert Liston, his Majesty’s 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States, to 
Ward Chapman, esq. agent of the British Govern- 
ment in 1798. * i ; 

“I have considered, with attention, your letter of 
this date, and itappears to me evident that the 
aduption of the river Cheputnaticook, as part of 
the boundary between his Majesty’s American: 
dominions and those of the United States, in pre- 
ference to a line drawn from the easternmost point 
of the Scodiac lakes, would be attended with con- 
siderable advantage. It would give an addition of 
territory to New Brunswick, together witha greater 
extent of navigation on St. Johns river,” &e. 

It thus appears that when the two Governments 
were contending with each other as to the true St. 
Croix, or place from which the due north line was to 
be run, it was well understood and admitted that 
such due north line would cross the river St. Johns, 
and that the highlands of the treaty were north of. 
that river. If Marr’s Hill (now claimed by the 
British Government as the highlands of the treaty, 
and which is far sowth of the river St. Johns,) had 
been then supposed or claimed to be the highlands, | 
at which the due north line was to stop, why the 
zeal and effort of the British agent to fix the start- 
ing point (the source of the St. Croix). so far west 
as that the line, running due north fronit, should 
not cross the St. Johns near Frederickton, but so far 
up that river as to be beyond where it was navigable 
and near to the highlands? Or why should Mr. Lis- 
ton, the British Minister, write to their agent for 
managing the question before the commissioners, 
that, by. adopting the course suggested, it would 
give to New Brunswick a greater extent of naviga- 
tion on the St. Johns? ` . ‘ 

Again: at the making of the treaty of Ghent in‘ 
1814, it is manifest that the British Government - 
made no pretension that the highlands were south 
of the St. Johns, or that any portion of the territory 
now denominated disputed- territory belonged to 
that Government The idea that the St. Johns 
river was not an Atlantic river, that the highlands 
of the treaty were south of the St. Johns, or that 
the line of boundary was so imperfectly described ` 
in the treaty that it was impossible to find and 
locate it, was not then entertained. Hence we 
find that, on that occasion, the British commission- 
ers first propose “such a variation of the line of 
frontier as may secure a direct communication be- 
tween Quebec and Halifax.” On being informed 
that the American commissioners had not autho- 
rity to cede any territory, the British commissioners 
say that they were not prepared to anticipate the- 
objections stated by the American commissioners 
that they had no authority to cede territory; how- 
ever insignificant, although the proposat left it opsm 
to them to demand an equivalent for such cession, 
in frontier or otherwise; and further add, that 
“they are pursuaded that an arrangement on this 
point might be easily made, if entered into with a: 
spirit of conciliation, without any prejudice to the in- l 
terests of the district in question, [viz: the now State of 
Maine,] and Col. Bouchette, Surveyor General of 
Lower Canada, in his Topographical description 
of the province of Lower Canada, printed in Lon- 
don in 1815, says: “The main ridge, continuing its 
northeasterly direction, is intersected by. an  inagi- 
nary line, prolonged. in a course astronomically due. 
north from the. head of the river St. -Croix ard. 


mo 
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which ridge is supposed to be the boundary be- 
tween Lower Canada and the United States; at 
least such appears to be the way in which the 
treaty of 1783 is construed by the American Go- 
vernment, but which ought more fairly to be under- 
stood as follows, viz: that the astronomical line run- 
ning north from the St. Croix, should extend only 
to the first or easterly ridge, and thence run west- 
erly along the west of said ridge to the Connec- 
tient, thereby equitably dividing the waters flowing 
into the St. Lawrence from those that empty into. the 
Allantic within the United States and those that have 
their estuaries within the British -province of New 
Brunswick. It is important, and must always have 
been had in contemplation, that an uninterrupted 
communication and connection should exist be- 
tween all his Majesty’s North American posses- 
sions; but, by the manner in which the treaty is in- 
sisted upon by the opposite party, a space of more 
than eighty-five miles would be placed within the 
American limits, and by-which the British pro- 
vinces would be completely severed; it would also 
produce the inconvenience of having the mail from 
England to Quebec carried over that distance of 
American territory, which may be deemed either 
as matter of indulgence, or complained of as an 


encroachment, according to the temper of the. 


times.” 

Since it was ascertained that the American Go- 
vernment ‘was not disposed to vary the treaty line, 
to-cede, or to exchange for an equivalent, the right 
of communication between Quebec and Halifax, 
which seems so desirable to the British Govern- 
ment, other objections have been invented. and 
urged by that Government against the claim and 
right of the American Government to the territory 
before admitted to be ours, and which is most clear- 
ly ours by the terms of the treaty of 1783. 
One of these objections is, that the St. Johns river 
does not empty its waters into the sea or Atlantic 


ocean, but into the bay of Fundy, and hence that the. 


highlands which divide the waters running into the 
river Si. -Lawrence from those which.run into the 
river St. Johns, are not such highlands. as are 
called for by the treaty. Second: that there are 
not any highlands north of the St. Johns river 
which would be reached by running a due north 
line from the source of St. Croix river; and, thirdly, 
that Marr’s Hill, about thirty miles south of St. 
John’s river, on the due north line from the source 
of St. Croix, and the hills and mountains sepa- 
rating the waters which run in the St. Johns river 
from those which run jnto Penobscot river, are the 
highlands of the treaty, and along which. the boun- 
dary is to be established. “In answer to the first 
objection, it is sufficient to ask Senators to look at 
Mitchell’s map, and they will see that the great 
river of Canada, or St. Lawrence, is laid down on 
the north of New England and Nova Scotia, into 
which certain rivers are represented as running 
from among the: highlands therein indicated; and 
on the south and east is the Atlantic ocean, into 
which all the streams and rivers south of the same 
highlands apperr to run, and St. Johns-river is one 
of the latter. Fhe objection that the St. Johns river 
empties its waters into the Bay of Fundy, and thence 
into the ocean, is none other than exists against the 
Penobscot, which empties its waters into. Penobscot 
bay, and thence into the ocean; and to the Kennebec, 
which empties its waters. into Sagadahoc bay, and 
thence into the ocean, and both of which latter rivers 
dre admitted by the British Government to empty them- 
selves into the Atlantic ocean. 

To obviate the second objection, the following 
extracts are deemed sufficient. Colcnel Bouchette, 
Surveyor General of Lower Canada, in-his topo- 
graphical description of.that province, before 
quoted, states: “Beyond this range, at about fifty 
miles distance, is the ridge, generally denominated 
the Lands height, dividing the waters that fall into 


the St. Lawrence from those taking a direction ° 


towards the Atlantic ocean, and along whose sum- 
mit is supposed to ran the boundary line between 
the territories of Great Britain and the United 
States of America. This claim commences upon 
the eastern branch of the Connecticut river, takes 
a northeasterly course, and terminates near Cape 
Rosier, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.” And, 
“From the Connecticut river, the height of land on 
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which the boundary is supposed to pass runs to the 
northeast, and divides the waters that fall into the 
St. Lawrence from those flowing into the Atlantic; 
and which height, after running some distance 
upon that course, sends off a branch to the east- 
ward, that separates the heads of streams falling 
into Lake Tamisconata and river St John, and by 
that channel into the Bay of Fundy, from those 
that descend in a more direct course into the 
Atlantic.” Í 

Colonel Johnson, United States surveyor, in his 
account of the survey of the due north line in 1817, 
says that, proceeding north from the last mentioned 
ridge, the land continues very high, and not very 
uneven, 144 miles 26 chains, (north from the 
monument,) where the land is nearly as high as at 
132 miles, and is the ridge which divides the waters 
emptying into the St. Lawrence from those which 
fall into the Atlantic ocean. 

Colonel Partridge, United States Surveyor, states 
that the land at Grand Portage, near Lake Tamis- 
conata, is 1336 feet above tide water of the St. 
Lawrence at St. Andre. 

To the third objection it is answered that the lo- 
cation of the boundary at Mars Hill, would contra- 
dict all cotemporaneous understanding as to the 
highlands, which formed the boundary between the 
province of Quebec on one side, and the provinces 
of Massachusetts Bay, and Nova Scotia or New 
Brunswick on the other. It contradicts the argu- 
ments and opinions of the British agent, and of the 
British minister, at the settlement of the true St. 
Croix, of the treaty, and fixing the monument at 
the source of the Scoudiac river. It does not di- 
vide any waters running into the St. Lawrence from 
waters running into the Atlantic ocean, but does 
divide streams running into the St. Johns from 
other streams running into Penobscot river, and 
through those rivers into the sea or Atlantic ocean; 
in other words, it divides waters running into the 
Atlantic ocean, through the St. Johns river, from 
waters running into the Atlantic ocean, through 
the Penobscot river. Mars Hill is a separate, iso- 
lated mountain, and there is not any range’ of high- 
lands extending from it in the direction toward Con- 


necticut river. It cannot be the northwest angle of- 


Nova Scotia, for the reason that the.west line of 
Nova Scotia, now New Brunswick, continues due 
north more than 100 miles from Mars Hili. The 
highlands of the treaty must be where the north- 
west angle of Nova Scotia was at the making of 
the treaty. That Nova Scotia extended north, as 
far as the. Restigouche, is proved by her acts of 
jurisdiction, incorporating counties, parishes, &e. 
upon that river, and the line between the now pro- 
vince of New Brunswick, and the province of 
Lower Canada, is upon the bay Chaleurs, and the 
range of highlands extending therefrom toward the 
head of Connecticut river, making the northwest 
angle of New Brunswick where the American 
Government claim it should be, more than 100 
miles due north from Mars Hill. Further, the 
original west line of Nova Scotia extended from 
the St. Croix river, from its mouth to ils source, 
and from its source directly north, to the St. Law- 
rence, (since changed to the highlands, or south 
line of the province of Quebec,) and that west line 
has not been varied, but now is the west line of the 
province of New Brunswick. It is not denied that 
the north line of New Brunswick is at least 100 
miles north of Mars Hill, and’ yet, strange as it 
may appear, the British Government contend and 


insist that the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, now | 


New Brunswick, is in the west line of New Bruns- 
wick, viz: at Mars Hill, a point in that west line, 
and about one-third of the distance from the source 
of St. Croix to the north line of New Brunswick, or 
the south line of Canada. 

if Mars Hill be the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia, now New Brunswick, it would be expected 
that the line of New Brunswick, in its farther 
extent, mtist vary to the eastward of north; but so 
far from this being the fact, it continues (accerd- 
ing to the American claim) due north, about 100 
miles from that hill, and (according to the British 
claim) it turns west, and extends more than 100 
miles to the head waters of the Kennehec and 
@haudier. 

Who, before this, ever heard of an angle midway 


of a straigt line? but so itmust be if Mars Hul be 
the northwest angle of Nova Scotia or New. Brun: 
wick. nates 

It should, also, be borne in mind that, a: 
to the British claim as now insisted upon, 
marked upon map A, which is agreed to be 
representation of the topography of. the counts 


and of. the lines of boundary claimed by “the Tes- ; 


|} pective parties, the tract of country which is situate © 


west of the due north line from the monument, | 
(and west of the west line of Nova Scotia, now 
New Brunswick, as described in all the commis- 
sions to the Governors of that province, from 1763- 
down to 1819, and probably to this day,) and be- 
tween the lines contended for by the respective 
parties, contains from five to six millions of acres 
of land, and is now claimed as part of the province 
of New Brunswick. By what right or pretence can 
it be claimed as belonging to New Brunswick; 
even if it do not belong to the United States, it 
would rather seem to. belong to Quebec, or` 
Lower Canada, as now called. If Mars Hill, and 
the line running from it westwardly, and desig- 
nated on map A as the line claimed by Great Bri- 
tain, be along the. highlands as described‘ in the 
treaty of 1783, then it must follow that the territory 
in dispute is part of the former Province of Que- 
bec, now Lower Canada, the south line of which is ` 
described in the same language as is the north line 
of the United States. But it is not so claimed, and. 
never has been.. There is no.controversy between, 
Maine, or the United States, with Lower Canada, 
as to the line of boundary between them. "There is 
not, and never has been, any conflict of jurisdiction 
with that Province, and so late as 1815, the Snr- 
veyor General of Canada, Col. Bouchette, by au- 
thority of that Government, published a map of 
Lower Canada, upon a large scale, and from actual 
surveys, (which now hangs in the Senate chamber, 
and to which the attention of Senators is earnestly 
called,) which shows clearly and distinctly the high- 
lands dividing the Province of Canada from the 
Province of Maine, now the State of Maine, and 
which highlands are identical with those for which 
the United States always have and still do contend. 
On the norih of that range of highlands are marked 
the counties and parishes in Lower.Canada, and on 
the south of it is marked the Province of Maine; and 
it would be with an ill-grace, after such a survey . 
and map of Lower Canada, for any ene to con- 
tend that Lower Canada extended over those. high- 
lands and south to the line claimed by Great Bri- 
tain. But notwithstanding all-the obstacles to the 
claim of New Brunswick to this territory, and all 
the absurdities to which such a claim is liable, it is 
a fact that the Government of New Brunswick not 
only claim actual and exclusive jurisdiction over 
it, but have granted land within its limits, have ap- 
pointed a warden to superintend and protect it, and 
deny to the Government of Maine and of the 
United States the right of property and jurisdiction 
within it. Yet more: American citizens, residing 
upon that territory, are made amenable to the du- 
thorities of that Province, have been arrested at 
their own homes by officers of that Province, taken 
to Frederickton and there imprisoned, tried by their 
courts, condemned and punished for no other 
crime than asserting their rights as American ćiti- 
zens, and attempling to execute the laws of their 
country; and when we complain of these. acts of 
outrage, and contempt of our rights as American 
citizens, we are told that Great Britain was origi- 
nally the owner of the whole, and that their right 
continues until the line shall be settled, and the 
part released be formally set apart. Such doctrine 
is not applicable to the -ease in question. The 
tréaty was not a grant of territory, but the acè- 
knowledgment of the independence of colonies, and 
prescribing limits to such as were declared to be 
independent; and when such claim is put forth and 
threatened to be enforced, in the language held by 
Sir Archibald Campbell, while he was Lieutenant 
Governor of New Brunswick, and by Sir John 
Harvey, the present Lieutenant Governor of that 
Province, there seems no alternative but to submit, 
and abandon all, or to assert our rights, perform 
our duties to one of the States of the Union, and 
maintain the honor of the nation by running the 
line and giving protection to all our citizens within it. 
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In 1831, Sir Archibala Campbell, then Lieuten-: 
ant Governor of New Brunswick, in a letter to the 
then Governor of Maine, says: “It is, perhaps, 
unnecessary to remind your excellency, that until 
the unfortanate boundary question is definitively 
settled, it is my imperative duty to maintain inviolate 
the existing boundaries of the Province committed 
to my charge.” And so late as September last, Sir 
John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of New Bruns- 
wick, in a letter. to Governor Dunlap, of Maine, 
says: “F hold positive instructions from my Go- 
vernment not to suffer any act of sovereignty to be 
exercised by any fereign power within the territory 
in dispute betwixt Great Britain and the United 
States, until the right to that territory shall have 
been determined by negotiation by the two Govern- 
ments; that he has'no discretionary power what- 
ever upon the subject; and that, if the whole military 
force of British America should be necessary to ena- 
ble me to give effect to these instructions, that force 
would be placed at my disposal.” Add to these offi- 
cial declarations that recently the British forces des- 
tined for Canada, without asking the permission of 
this Government, were marched across the disputed 
territory to Quebec; that preparations fora military 
post at Woodstock are being made, and that the 
military force at Frederickton and Halifax has 
lately been increased by the addition of two regi- 
ments at the former, and three regiments at the 
latier place, and I need not say that the crisis has 
arrived when this controversy about our boundary 
should be taken in charge by Congress, and such 
measures promptly adopted as will afford protec- 
tion to our citizens, bring the question of boundary 
to a speedy issue, preserve the rights of Maine, and 
save the honor of the nation. 

How these objects shall be attained is for Con- 
gress, in its wisdom, to determine. lt is altogether 
probable, that should Maine attempt to run the 
line, unaided by the General Government, conflicts 
might ensue which must eventually bring the Gene- 
ral Government to her aid. Is it not better, more 
just to Maine, and less likely to disturb the peace- 
ful relations between the two Governments, that 
the United States skorild at once undertake the sur- 
vey of that line? It the Government of Great Bri- 
tain will concur, and aid in the survey, there can 
be no trouble; if that Government should not con- 
cur, she cannot reasonably complain of our making 
is and when made, it will remain for her to acqui- 
esce in it, or to pursue such other course as she 
may think the merits of her pretended claim will 
justify her in adopting. 

Sincerely desirous of preserving peace, l propose 
the bill to provide for surveying the boundary un- 
der the authority of the United States, in the full 
belief that it is the only mode in which the rights 
of Maine and of the nation can, or will, be main- 
tained. 
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REMARKS OF MR. BENTON, 
l Or Mrssouri. 

In Senate, May 10, 1838—On the bill to recharter the 
banks of the District of Columbia. The ques- 
tion being on Mr. Bucuanan’s amendment to fix 
the proportion of specie on hand to the circula- 
tion and deposites, 

Mr. BENTON said: This isa point of great mo- 
ment—one on which the public mind has not heen 
sufficiently awakened in this country, though well 
understood and duly valued in England. 

The charters of banks in the United States are 
usually drawn on this principle, that a certain pro- 
portion of the capital, and sometimes the whole of 
it, shall be paid up in gotdor silver before the char- 
ter shall take effect. T'his is the usual provision, 
without any obligation on the bank to retain any 
part of this specie after it gets into operation; and 
this provision has too often proved to be illusory 
and deceptive. In many cases the banks have bor- 
rowed the requisite amount for a day, and then re- 
turned it; in many other cases, the proportion of 
Specie, though paid up in good faith, is immedi- 
ately lent out, or parted with. The result to the 
public is about the same in both cases; the bank 


has little or no specie, and its place is supplied by 
the notes of other banks. | : ; 

The great vice of the banking system in the 
United States is in banking upon paper—upon the 
paper of each other—and treating this paper as 
cash. This may be safe among the banks them- 
selves; it may enable them to settle with one 
another, and to liquidate reciprocal balances; but 
to the public it is nothing. In the event of a run 
upon a bank, or a general run upon all banks, it is 
specie, and not paper, that is wanted. It is specie, 
and not paper, which the public want and must 
have. : 

The motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Bucanan] is intended to remedy this vice in 
these District banks; it is intended to impose an 
obligation on these banks to keep in their vaults a 
quantum of specie bearing a certain proportion to 
the amount of their immediate liabilities in circula- 
tion and deposites. The gentleman’s motion is 
well intended, but it is defective in two particulars: 
first, in requiring the proportion to be the one- 
fourth, instead of the one-third, and next, in mak- 
ing it apply to the private deposites only. The true 
proportion is one-third, and this to apply to all the 
deposites except those which are special. This 
proportion has been fixed for a hundred years at 
the Bank of England; and just so often as that bank 
has fallen below this proportion, mischief has oc- 
curred, This isthe sworn opinion of the present 
Governor of the Bank of England, and of the direc- 
tors of that institution. Before Lord Althorpe’s 
committee in 1832, Mr. Horsley Palmer, the Go- 
vernor of the Bank, testified in these words: 

“ The average proportion, as already observed, of coin and 
bullion which the bank thinks it prudent to keep on hand, is 
at the rate of u third of the total amount of all her liabilities, 
ineluding deposiles as ell as issues.” Mr. George Ward 
Norman, a director of the bank, states the same thing in a difle- 
rent form of words. Le says: ' For a full state of the circula- 
tion and the deposites, say twenty-one millions of notes and 
siz millions of deposits, making in the whole twenty-seven 
millions of liabilities, the proper sum in coin and bullion for 
the bank to retain is nine millions” Thus, the average pro- 
portion of one-third hetween the specie on hand and the circula. 
tion and deposites, must be considered as an established princi- 
ple at that bank, which is quite the largest, and amongst the 
oldest, inthe world. Yt might be well also to remark that the 
sume proportion, very nearly, prevailed in the Bank of the 
United States at the time of the removal of the deposites in Oc- 
tober, 1833; it was, of specie on hand, $10,663,441; of circula- 
tion and deposites, $37,105,465; being at the rate of between 
one-third and one-fourth of specie in hand for immediate lia- 
bidistes.”? 

The Bank of England is not merely required to 
keep on hand, in bullion, the one-third of its im- 
mediate liabilities; it is bound also to let the 
country see that it has, or has not, that pro- 
portion on hand. By an act of the third year 
of William IV, it is required to make quar- 
terly publications of the average of the weekly 
liabilities of the bank, that the public may see 
whenever it descends below the point of safety. 
Here is the last of these publications, which is a 
full exemplification of the rule and the policy which 
now governs that bank: 


Quarterly average of the weekly liabilities and assets of the 
Rank of England, from the 12th’ December, 1837, to the 6th of 
March, 1838, both inclusive, published pursuant to the act3 
and William IV, cap. 95: 


Liabilities. Assets. 
Circulation —£18,600,900 Securities £22.792,900 
Deposites 11,535,000 Ballion 10,015,000 

£20,135,000 £30,807,000 


London, March 12. 

According to this statement, the Bank of Eng- 
land is now safe, and accordingly we see that she is 
acting upon the principle of having bullion enough, 
for she is shipping gold to the United States. 

Tbe proportion in England is one-third. The 
‘bank relies upon its debts and other resources for 
the other two-thirds, in the event of a run upon it. 
This is the rule in that bank which has more re- 
sources than any other bank in the world; which 
is situated in the moneyed metropolis of the world 
—the richest merchants its debtors, friends and 
cusiomers—and the Government of England its 
deitor and backer, and always ready to sustain it 
with excheguer bills, and with every exertion of its 
credit and means. Such a bank, so situated and 
so aided, still deems it necessary to its safely to 
keep in hand always the one-third in bullion of 
the amount of its immediate liabilities. Now, if 
the proportion of one-third is necessary to the 
safety of such a, bank, with such resources, how is 


it possible that our banks, with their meagre res 
sources and small array of friends, to-be safe with 
a less proportion? wees a ee 

This is the rule at the Bank of England, and 
just as-ofien:as it has been departed from, the dan- 
ger of that departure has been proved: It was de- 
‘parted. from.in 1797, when the proportion sunk to 
‘the one-seventh; and what: was the result? The- 
stoppage of the Bank, and of all the banks in 
‘England, and a’suspension of specie payments. for 
six-and-twenty years! It was departed from again 
about a year ago, when the proportion sunk to ones 
eighth nearly; and what was the result? A‘death 
struggle between- the paper systems of England 
and the United States, in which our system was sa- 
‘crificed to save hers. Her system was saved from 
explosion! but at what cost? ‘at what cost to us, 
and to herself? To us a general stoppage of all 
the banks for twelve months; to the English, a gene- 
ral stagnation of business, decline of manufactures, 
and of commerce, much individual distress, and a loss 
of two millions sterling of reventie to the Crown. 
The proportion of one-third may then be assumed - 
as the point of safety in the Bank of England; less 
than that proportion cannot be safe in the United 
States. Yet the Senator from Pennsylvania pro- 
poses less—he proposes the one-fourth, and propo- 
ses it, not because he feels it to be the right propor 
tion, but from some feeling of indulgence: or 
forbearance to this poor District. Now, I think that 
this is a case in which kind feelings can have no 
place, and that the point in question is ene upon 
which ‘there can be no compromise. A bank isa 
bank whether made ina District or a State; and a 
bank ought to besafe whether the stockholders be - 
rich or poor. Safety is the point aiméd at, and 
nothing unsafe should be tolerated. ‘There should 
be no giving and taking below the point of safety. 
Experienced men fix upon the one-third as the 
safe proportion; we should not, therefore, take a 
less proportion. Would the gentleman ask to let 
the water in the boiler of a steamboat sink one 
inch lower, when the experienced Captain inform- 
ed him that it had already sunk as low as it was 
safe to go? Certainly not! So of these banks. One- 
third is the point of safety; let us not tamper with 
danger by descending to the one-fourth. ; 

Mr. B. here read an extract from a speech of Mr. 
Weester, in which he quoted with approbation the 
rule of the Bank of England to keep on hand the 
one-third in bullion of its circulation ‘and deposites, 
and in which speech it was averred that the same 
rule prevailed at the Bank of the United States. 
These remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts 
were in relation to the Safety Fund banks of New 
York, during the panic-of 1833-34, and to show 
that those banks were not safe, because their specie 
on hand fell below that proportion. The attacks 
then made on these banks, though dangerous to 
them at.the time, may have stimulated them to at« 
tain the point of:safety.. Certain it is they are now 
doing better than any other banks in the United 
States. They have all resumed! all the banks of 
the State and city of New York have resumed! and 
I give them applause, and wish them a safe delivee 
rance from every danger. : 

Mr. B. continued. When a bank stops, the 
first thing we see is an expositicn of its means, and 
a declaration of ultimate ability to pay all its debts. 
This is nothing to the holders of its notes, . Imme- 
diate ability is the only ability that is of any avail 
to them. The fright of.some, and the nécessily of 
others, compel them to part with ‘their’ notes, 
Cool, sagacious capitalists can look to ultimate 
ability, and buy up the notes from the necessitous 
and the alarmed. To them ultimate ability is suffi- 
cient; to the community itis nothing. ` Tt is, there- 
fore, for the benefit of the.comraunity that the 
banks should be required to‘kéep always on hand 
the one-third of their circulation and deposites; they 
are then trusted for two-thirds, and this is carrying 
credit far enough. If pressed by .a ‘run, it is as 
much asa bank can doto make up the other two- 
thirds out of the debts due to her. Three to one is 
credit enough, and ‘it is: profit enough. H a bank: 
draws interest upon three dollars when it has 'but* 
one, this is eighteen per cent. and -ought to content 
her. A citizen cannot lend: his: money for more 
than six per cent. and. cannot the banks be con- 


May, 1838. 


25ru Cones++*2nD Sess. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Rhett. 


tented with eighteen? Must they insist upon issuing 
four dollars, or even five, upon one, so as to draw 
twenty-four or thirty per cent. and thus, after pay- 
ing their officers vast salaries, and accommodating 
friends with loans on easy terms, still make 
enough out of the business community. to cover all 
expenses and all losses, and- then to divide larger 
profits than can be made at any other business? 

Mr. B. complimented the late General Assembly 
of Louisiana in having incorporated into an act 
the English:proportion of one third specie for the 
circulation and deposites combined; and also for 
having adopted the important provision of a limi- 
tation on the denomination of notes toa minimum 
of twenty dollars. He made no remark upon the 
general character of the bill which contained these 
provisions, and which had not ripened into a law. 
He only spoke of the two provisions mentioned; 
any thing further would be improper; and he men- 
tioned ‘these provisions as setting an example 
which it would be good for the Congress of the 
United States, and for every State in the Union, to 
follow. ae 

We now touch’a point, said Mr. B. vital to the 


safety of banking, and I hope it will neither be: 


passed over without decision, nor decided in an er- 
roneous manner. We had up the same question 
two years ago, in the discussion of the bill to regu- 
late the keeping of the public moneys by the local 
deposite banks. A Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Wensrer] moved the question; he. (Mr. B.) 
cordially concurred in it; and the proportion of 
one fourth was then inserted. He (Mr. B.) had not 
seen at that time the testimony of the Governor and 
Directors of the Bank of England, fixing on the one 
third as the proper proportion, and he presumed 
that the Senntor from Massachusetts [Mr. W.] had 
not then scen it, as on another occasion he quoted 
it with approbation, and stated it to be the propor- 
tion observed at the Bank of the United States. 
The proportion of one fourth:-was then inserted in 
the deposite bill; it was-an erroneous proportion, 
but even that proportion was not allowed to stand. 
After having been inserted in the bill, it was strack 
out, and it was left to the discretion of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury to fix the proportion. ‘To this 
I then objected, and gave my reasons for it. I 
was for fixing the proportion, because I held it vital 
to the safety of the deposite banks; I was against 
leaving it to the Secretary, because it was a case 
in which the inflexible rule of law, and not the 
variable dictate of individual discretion shou'd be 
exercised, and because I was' certain that. no Secre- 
tary could be relied upon to. compel the banks to 
toe the mark, when Congress itself had flinched 
from the task of making them do it. My. 
objections were unavailing. The proportion was 
struck out of the bill; the discretion of the Secre- 
tary to fix it was substituted; and that discretion it 
was impossible to exercise with any effect over the 
banks. : They were, that is to sav, many of them, 
were far beyond the mark then; and at the time of 
the issuing of the Treasury order in July, 1836, 
there were depusite banks, whose- proportion of 
specie in hand to their immediate liabilities were 
as one to twenty, one to thirty, one to forty, 
and even one to fifty! The explosion of all such 
banks was inevitable. The issuing of the | Trea- 
suryzorder improved them a little;they began to in- 
crease their specie, and to diminish their liabilities; 
but the gap was too wide, the chasm was too vast 
to be filled; and at the touch of pressure, all these 
banks fell like nine-pins!' They tumbled down in 
a heap, and lay there, without the power of mo- 
tion, or scarcely of breathing. Such was the con- 
sequence of our error in omitting to fix the proper 
proportion of specie in hand to. the liabilities of 
our deposite banks: let us avoid that error in the 
bill now before us. _ True we. are now legislating 
not for the whole Union, but for a District of ten 
miles square. Our legislation is confined to a nar- 
row district, but our example spreads over the wide 
Union. | That example, for good or for. evil, will 
have its influence; and let us endeavor to set some 
good examples in the provisions of these charters; 
let us endeavor to lessen the dangers, and to in- 
crease the safety of banking; and, for that purpose, 
to require them to keep specie on hand to the 
amount of the one-third of their circulation and de- 
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posites, and also to issue, or use no note of less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars. To make this 
latter provision effective it would be necessary to 
banish all notes under twenty dollars from the 
District. g i 
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SPEECH OF MR. RHETT, | 
Or Sours CAROLINA, 
In the House of Representatives, May 13, 1838-—On 
the Treasury note bill. 

Mr. CHarrman: It is not my intention, on the 
present occasion, to discuss at length, the various 
subjects embraced by the remarks of my honora- 

‘ble friend and colleague, [Mr. THompson,] who 
has just taken his seat. When the Independent 
Treasury bill comes up for consideration, I may 
take an opportunity to controvert many of the posi- 
tions he has assumed, with respectto this great con- 
servative measure; but, at present, I shall confine 
myself chiefly to the subject strictly before the com- 
‘mittee—the authorizing a reissue of Treasury notes, 
in the place of’ those which have been returned 
into the Treasury in the payment of public dues, 
before the periód- contemplated for théir redemp- 
tion by the act of October last. 
propriety of this measure, it is necessary to look to 
the state of the Treasury. In a communication 
addressed to the House a few days since, on this 
subject, by the President of the United States, it 
is stated, that there are in the Treasury, of available 
means, in round numbers, but $216,000, and in the 
Mint, but $347,000. Demands to a large amount 
are suspended in the departments, waiting for pay- 
ment from the means to be provided by Congress; 
and the present means will carry the Government 
but a few days longer, when, ifnot provided with them, 
it must stop. Of unavailable means, the resources 
are abundant. Twenty-eight millions are on de- 
posite with the States. Fifteen millions more are 
‘due from the banks and individuals—one-half of 
which will come in with the next six months. 
‘The necessity of the Treasury is an immediate, 
present necessity; not extending (unless increased 
by your legislation) beyond the next four or six 
_months, and limited chiefly to the next two or three 
months. This, sir, is the nature of the necessity, 
and this the state of the Treasury. The embarrass- 
ment is accidental and temporary, occasioned by 
the legislation of Congress-for the relief of the 
banks, by which the means in the Treasury have 
been postponed, and the premature return of the 
notes authorized to be issued by the October law, 
before the period of their redemption. The reme- 
dy proposed by the bill under consideration, is this; 
to authorize other notes to be issued, as the emer- 
gencies of the Treasury shall require, in the place 
of those which have been returned into the Trea- 
sury, before the period contemplated for their re- 
demption—not exceeding the limits imposed by the 

: act of October, as to the amount and time of issue. 
The relief will be immediate, and will create the 
debt only when necessary, and to the amount pe- 
cessary. . : 

To this bill, there are various objections urged; but 
nearly allof them are but iterations of those which 
were pressed at the extra session, against the 

«original bill, to whick this may be considered an 
amendment, They were then answered; but be- 
ing of such a nature, I suppose, in the opinions 
of those who presented: them, as to require repeti- 
tion to ensure recolleetion—they are brought for- 
ward again; and to aid this very commendable de- 
Sign, it may not be improper, again, briefly to notice 
them. : 

First then: Treasury notes are unconstituiianal, 
because they are bills of credit, and this Govern- 
ment has no right to issue bills of credit. 

Mr. Chairman, Iam a State Rights man. Iam 
disposed to regard with great jealousy every power 
exereised by this Government; and to require, in 
every case, that it shall be shown, either by express 
grant, or by nesessary implisation, that the power 
elaimed is elearly given by the Constitution. Now, 
sir, the Government wants to borrow money, for 

‘some four or six months. I turn to the Constitu- 
tion, and findno prohibition to this Government to 
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| that a State cannot emit a bill of credit. 
| sir, suppose that there was in the Constitution, an 
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“emit bills of credit,” but the power: to borrow 
money” given, without any limitation.or restriction 
as to the manner or form in which ‘it shall be done. ° 
What is the meaning of borrowing money? Isit‘not: 
getting money on your credit? The shape in which: 
you put out your credit or promise to pay is per: 
fectly immaterial. I hold in my hand a Treasary 
note, and a certificate of stock. To“ ‘borrow mo» 
ney” in the latter form, gentlemen say, is constitu- 
tional, in the former not. The Treasury note isa. 
promise on the part of the United States to pay. to 
Bor his order a certain sam, one year from date, 
with six. per cent. interest; the certificate of stock- 
is a due bill, certifying that a. certain. sum is due 
by the United States to B; or his assigns, one year : 
after date, bearing five per cent. interest. Now, 
sir, what is.the difference between these two methods 
of borrowiag. money? Both are promises to pay; 
one year after date, at nearly the same rate of ine 
terest. Both are transferrable—the one by endorsment 
—the other by assignment, which may be in blank; 
and thus afford the same facilities for passing from: 
hand to hand. There is, in fact, but one material 
difference between the two forms of loan, and that 
does not appear upon the face of either. The Treasury 
note may be received, according to a clause in the 
October law, in payment of public dues; and thus 
be redeemed before the expiration of the year. 
Yet even this peculiarity in these notes, is not un- 
common in the issue of stock; whichis eften made 
redeemable at the will of the Government. But can - 
the time or manner of redeeming the loan, in’ the 
least degree, affect the constitutional power of ma- 
king it? If so, then the constitutionality of the 
form, depends upon the greater or less convenience 
of redeeming the loan. If the method is prompt . 
and easy, as is provided with respect to these Trea- 
sury notes, it is unconstitutional, I suppose; if it 
is postponed, and rendered difficult, then it is con- 
stitutional. Nor can the interest to be paid, at all 
affect the constitationality of the issue. If you have 
-the power to “borrow money,” it is your duty to 
theFpeople, who must ultimately pay the debt by 
the sweat of their brows, to borrow it upon the 
cheapest terms possible: If from the abundance of 
capital, and the superior credit of the Government, 
and the’ uses to which this credit may be applied, 
you can borrow money at two or three per cent. in- 
terest, or at no- interest at all,.it is your. duty to 
do it. . The only question is, do you want money, 
and do you design to borrow it? ‘The Constitu- 
tion leaves the method absolutely: at your own dis- 
cretion and control. g 

My colleague has quoted the’ case of Craig vs. 
the Siate of Missouri, by which it has been deter. 
mined by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Now, 


express prohibition (which there is not) to the Uni- 
ted States emitting bilis of credit, as there is to the 
States; this case would not at all affect the measure 
before you?’ In that case, Chief Justice Marshall, 
in delivering the opinion of the court, (every Re- 
publican Judge upon the bench dissenting,) put the 
decision upon the fact; that the. cerlificates of the 
State of Missouri were designed to be the cur- 
rency of the country, and a substitute for the ‘con- 
stitutional curreney of gold and silver. Is that the 
case here? The Treasury notes authorized by the 
bill on your table are limited to the amount of 
$10,000,600. None can be issued after the first 
day of December next, when they are ail redeem- 
able; and when received into the Treasury cannot 
be reissued. Do these features show any design 
of furnishing a currency to the country, as a sub- 
stitute for the constitutional currency, and make 
these notes “bills of credit,” in the meaning of the 
Coastitution? The word “emit,” says the Judge, 
‘Gs never employed in describing those contracts by 
tchich a State binds itself to pay money at a future day, 
for services actually received ar for money borrowed; 
norare such instruments bills of credit”? Now, 
what are these Treasury notes, bat “contracts for 
ihe payment of money at a future day for services ac- 
tually received?” to pay your army—your navy—- 
your civil and diplomatic officers—you, yourselves? 
What are they, but evidences of debt, for “money 


_borrowed” to carry on the machinery of Go- -` 


vernment? Why, sir, it is most apparent, that 
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even upon the authority of this case, every State | 
in the Union, despite the express prohibition to 
“emit bills of credit,” would be authorized to issue 
these notes. Our minds are sometimes like our 
eyesight, capable of seaing things only at very re- 
mote distances. Gentlemen who deny the con- 
stitutionality of these Treasury notes, yet maintain 
that Congress may establish a United States Bank; 
and either as part or the entire proprietor of the 
stock, through its instrumentality, issue such notes, 
to any amount, expressly designed to be currency. 
We have no right to issue these notes say these 
gentlemen, because they may enter into the cur- 
rency; yet, under the power “to regulate com- 
merce,” they maintain that we have the power to 
supply a currency for the whole Union—and con- 
trol and crush, if we please, all the banking insti- 
tutions of the States. Thus it is, that things which 
are most obvious, are undiscerned, and the re- 
motest inferences, “and most metaphysical deduc- 
lions, are apprehended with the clearest distinct- 
ness and convietion. During the whole period of | 


the last war, Treasury notes were freely issued, in 
all respects, similar to those authorized by the bill. 
Mr. Dallas recommended them—Mr. Madison ap- 
proved of them; and Cheves, Randolph, Clay, 
Lowndes, and Webster filled some of the seats we 
now occupy. ‘To these men, the constitutional ob- 
jection did not even occur. 

The following table shows the issues: 
1812—June 30. In Treasury notes 

bearing interest of 5 and 2-5th per 


cent. redeemable in one year ~ $5,000,000 
1833—Feb. 25. Same interest, re- 

deemable in one year - -~ 10,000,000 : 
3814—March, 4. Same interest, re- 

deemable in one year’ ~> - 10,000,000 | 
1814—Dec. 26. To be issued in lieu | 

of that amount of loans heretofore 

authorized - ~- . 7,500,000 
1814—-Dec. 26. To be issued - 3,000,000 
1815—~-Feb..24.. Do. do. - 25,000,000 


$60,500,0000 

‘Fhe next t objection urged against the bill by my 
honorable colleague is, that by the issue of the 
Treasary notes it authorizes, a Government bank 
will be established. I cannot but suppose, Mr. 
Chairman, that my colleague, in making this objec- 
tion must have misapprehended the provisions of 
the bill. He must have supposed, to jastify any 
thing like an argument in support of such a posi- 
tion, that, both as to time and the amount of the 
issue, the bill is entirely unlimited. He cannot 
be aware, that no notes can be issued by its au- 
thority, after the first day of December next, when 
all are redeemable; and that the amount can at no 
time exceed ten millions of dollars. A bank with- 
out any capital, with a charter for six months! 
Surely the argument is answered by the statement 
of the facts. 

It is said, however, that another form of borrow- 
ing is better. Go in at once for a regular loan on 
time, by issuing stock for some $10,000,000. That 
will be proper and constitutional, and will be doing 
the thing iw a dignified manner. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, in the first place, no loan such as gentlemen 
propose forthe time needed by the Government, 
can be negotiated in this country, in the present 
situation of the banks and the currency, unless the 
Government will receive the irredeemable paper 
of non-specie paying banks. If the object of gen- 
tlemen is to drive the Government into the arms of 
these banks, and to implicate it with the irredeem- 
able currency of the country, for the support of the 
banks, certainly. a loan in their paper will be a very 
good way to accomplish the object, and place the 
Government in their power. But if the loan is to be 
negotiated ia specie, or the notes of specie paying 
banks, it cannot be done. Would any such bank 
or banks, in the doubtful position in which they are 
now placed, venture to take a loan of ten, or even 
five millions of dollars, at the rate of five per cent. 
and pay for it in specie, or by an issue of their 
notes? Would individual capitalists do it? They 
could searcely obtain the notes of specie paying 
banks, or specie, with which to carry the loan into 
effect. There are now, I am told, not more than 


nine millions of specie in New York, and but little 


more than half of that amount of the notes of their 
banks in circulation.» But could the capitalists or 
the banks easily obtain the means, what inducement 
would there be to take a loan for six months, which 
the wants of the Treasury only require? What 
compensation would there be in an investment for 
so short a time, to induce the eapitalist to call in 
his bonds and mortgages, and sell his stock or real 
estate? The same obstacle exists to the sale in this 
country of the bonds of the. United States, due to 
the Government. These bonds are of $2,000,000 
each; one payable within six months, and the other 
the year after. Suppose, however, that the loan 
could be effected in New York; how do gentlemen 
reconcile this operation with their tender professions 
of an exclusive regard for the welfare of the banks? 
There would’ be created an immediate demand 
upon the banks of New York for $10,000,000 in 
specie, or their notes, convertible into specie. ‘Do 
gentlemen want another crash—another stoppage 
of specie payments, upon which new changes may 
be rung of the hostility of the Government, and 
their own entire devotion to the banking instimtions 
of the country? 
the present situation of the banks, It cannot be ef- 

fected, unless made upon time; redeemable in some 

five or ten years. Gentlemen from the North may 

go for such a measure. They desire a debt upon 

the country; and the greater, and the longer con- 

tinned, the better for them. Bat how will gentle- 

men from the South reconcile this policy with their 

views of duty? ~ To place a permanent debt upon 

the country of $10,000,000, to meei an emergency 

of bnt six months’ necessity. My colleague pro- 

poses, however, that the loan shouid be negotiated 

in Europe, and the amount brought back in specie. 

But this, sir, would be postponing the cure until the 

patient is dead. The wants of the Treasury are 

now, at the present time, chiefly within the next 

two or three months. Long before the loan could 
be negotiated in Europe, and the avails be return- 
ed, the Government will be bankrupt and disgraced 
—its faith and its engagements dishonored. If the 
relief could be postponed for six months, why not 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to recall 
back a portion of the amount deposited with the 
States? That would bea far more Southern mea- 
sure; for then the amount contributed would be, as 
it was deposited, upon the principle of direct taxa- 
tion; and the South would not be compelled, through 
indirect taxation by duties on importations, to pay 
a disproportionate share of the contribution. But 
the most remarkable part of my colleague’s propo- 
sition is that the loan, when negotiated in Europe, 
should be brought back to this country in specie. He 
has just made.a most elaborate argument to show 
that every importation of specie from Europe must 
necessarily depress the price of our cotton. To 
him the importation or the existence of specie 
in the country brings no satisfaction, because it 
isat the expense of our great staple, and conse- 
quently injurious to the South. Well, sir, under 
the increased abstraction of specie from Europe, 
which his operation wiil occasion, what will be- 
come of our cotton, declined and now declining in 
Liverpool? If his argument is good, his whole 
plan of relief will operate as a double injury to the 
South; it will establish a debt, and depress the price 
of our cotton. The veins and arteries will be 
opened at the same time. Sir, my friend’s project 
for relief will notdo. The other projects for a loan 
will not do. We must pass this bill, or disgrace 
and dishonor the country. If this measure stood 
alone on its own merits, gentlemen know that it 
would pass this’ House with scarcely a dissenting 
voice. Although the necessities of the Treasury 
are far greater and more immediate than at the ex- 
ira session, many gentlemen who then supported 
the Treasury bill to which this is an amendment, 

oppose now most bilterly this measure. Why this 
change? Why the combination, so obvious to the 
least observant, to defeat the bill? It is, sir, because 
gentlemen connect this measure with the Govern- 
ment, and the Government with the great financial 
and political contest now waging in the country. 
In ordinary times, with $28,000,000 on deposite 
with the States, and $15,000,000 due the Govern- 
ment by the banks and individuals, one-half of which 
will come into the Treasury within the next six 


A loan ought not to be effected in | 


months, no man would think of f denying to the Go: 
vernment the use of -itsown credit for a few 
months, in a form sanctioned by unbroken usage, at 
the only period the necessities of the country required 
its use. No one, for such an emergency, would 
think of proposing’ impractizable methods of relief 
to the Government; .and useless, if practicable. 
The idea -would-be spurned, that any triumph of 
party, or measure of pohcy, could compensate the 
country for the degradation and dishonor. which 
would attend a violation of ‘its faith and engage- 
ments. But unfortunately, sir, the.country is divi- 
ded—this.. House is divided, upon the great issue 
which the president of the Pennsylvania Bank of the 


. United States, on the part of the banks, has present- 


ed to the country. The Government and the banks, 
he says, are in the field face to face, and one or the 
other must be driven from it: My colleague utters 
the same opinion, and says that “a mortal conflict 
is now waging between the Government and the 
banks.” Į do not admit that any such contest ex- 
ists in the Southern States; and especially on the 
part of the banks of that State which I, in part, re- 
present. In that quarter of the Union, the banks 
have the good sense to perceive that, if united. to 
the Government, the banks will soon "become the 
Government, or the Government the banks. ` Pa- 
triotism and interest, therefore, in their-estimation, 
ahike dictate an entire separation of the Govern: 
ment from the banking institutions of the country. 
But, sir, I agree with my friend that such a conflict 
does exist in another part of the country, I deny, 
however, that this Government has made or seeks 
the contest; or has placed itself in the field against 
the banks. On the contrary, if facts can show any 
thing, they all show, if fairly. viewed, that so far as 
the present Government is concerned, it has neither 
sought any contest, nor evinced any hostility, to the 
banks of the country. Suppose, sir; that the Specie 
Circular was a cause of embarrassment to the 
banks—did the Government do more than it had a 
right to do with respect to its own property? Had 
it not a right to sell or not to sell its own lands, and 
to dictate the terms on which it would sell them? 
Admit that the deposite of the surplus revenue with 
the States was clumsily executed—were the banks, 
in that operation, required to do more than they had 
engaged to perform? . Did they not, for compensa- 
tion received, of their own’ accord, agree to do what 
was required ‘of them? and will any man seriously 
assert, or expect others to believe, that these mea- 
sures ‘originated i in hostility to the banks? and that 
implicated, as the Government was, with millions 
on deposite with the banks—committed, as it was, 
against the re-establishment of an United States 
Bank, contrary to every. principle of duty or com- 
mon sense, it would seek a contest in which it had 
nothing to gain, and every thing to fear, from the 
combination of the banks and capitalists against its 
measures and power? Even the corporation bank- 
rupt law, so much declaimed against, suggested by 
the President of the United States, but which receiy- 
edno support in this House, meditated no hostility 
to banks; but was only intended to apply to those 
banks which should cease to be banks, by becoming 
insolvent. Sir, it is a truth unquestionable, that if 
the banks had fulfilled their own promises and en- 
gagements, the idea that this Government had war- 
red upon them never would have been raised; and 
if they have not been able to meet their engage- 
ments, in their too eager pursuit of gain, who is to 
blame but themselves? The Government did not 
control their issues, nor has it taken away fany of 
their means to meet them. On the contrary, since 
their suspension of ‘specie payments, what indul- 
gence has been refused on the part of the Govera- 
ment, that their warmest friends have required, 
consistent with the laws-and the safety of the reve- 
nue? What functionary of the.Government-——what 
member on this floor, or in the other wing of the 
Capitol, has expressed any hostility to these institu- 
tions? The real ground for offence-—the whole war- 
exists in the. proposition to separate the Govern- 
ment from all connection with the banks. The 
banks do not like-the separation; and, because it is 
proposed by the Government, they declare that it is 
war. To have nothing 1o. do with them, and to 
leave them unmolested in the full enjoyment ofall 
their chartered privileges, is atrocious’ ‘hostility, 
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To avoid them—to fly away from their agency or 
assistance, is to make a “mortal conflict” with 
them. The Government only asks what the hum- 
blest citizen has a right te require, that it should be 
let alone, to manage its own fiscal affairs in itsown 
way; but the banks and the capitalists will not let it 
alone. They insist that they shall be taken into the 
Government, and participate in managing its reye- 
nues; and, because the Government declines their 
intervention or co-operation, they proclaim that they 
and the Government are in the field, face to face, 
and that one or the other must perish. Whilst 
hypocritically. crying out thatthey are pursued, they 
are, in fact, in combination with the great Federal 


party of the country, hunting down the Govern- - 


ment, and-storming the battlements of the Constitu- 
tion for its overthrow. Sir, although distress brings 
confusion, and, in timés of trouble, the people are 
most liable to be deceived, it will be impossible to 
conceal from them the true issue forced upon the 
country, according to the vaunting declarations of 
the banks themselves. It is a contest. between the 
banks and the Government—the capitalists and the 
people. The Government, and the people to whom 
the Government belongs, are on the defensive, and, 
ï trust, they. will calmly and immovably remain 
so. The demands on the one side are another Uni- 
ted States Bank, capable of controlling the whole 
currency of the country—or a reconnection of the 
Government with the State banks, -On the other 
side, it is insisted that the Government has no more 
right to connect itself with banks than with indivi- 
duals; and that an absolute and entire separation 
from them is its right and duty. . Such are the mea- 
sures of the assailants and the assailed. 

To divert attention from their own aggressions 
and designs, it has been urged by the banks, that by 
the Government separating itself from all banks, 
two covert measures of hostility are meditated. By 
receiving in payment of the public dues nothing 
but specie or its own paper, it is designed to bring 
the whole currency of the-country to gold and sil- 
ver, and thus dispense with all bank paper; and 
secondly, by using its own paper, it is intended to 
supply a paper currency on the part.of the Govern- 


ment for the whole country, and thus destroy all 


bank paper.. Neither of these assertions have any 
foundation in fact; and are, in truth, inconsistent 
and antagonistical to each. other. If the Govern- 
ment should issue a paper currency, which should 
be a substitute for all the bank paperin circulation, 
how would the circulation be a mere metallic cir- 
culation? And if the country is reduced to a mere 
metallic circulation, how could a Government pa- 
per currency be in circulation? My colleague has 
dwelt upon both of these points. He has gone 
elaborately into statistics to show how impractica- 
ble for the uses of the country would be a-currency 
of geld and silver without any paper, in the form 
of credit, in circulation. -Sir, he should have first 
shown, that receiving specie in payment of the 
public dues by the Government, would have the 
effect of destroying all the solvent banks in the 


country, abolishing all. credit, and reducing the | 


currency to nothing but gold and silver.. Accord- 
ing to the most liberal calculation, the Treasury, 
under such a policy, will not require more than ten 
millions of specie to carry on ils operations; and 
this, according to the plan proposed by its friends, 
will be gradually drawn, in a series of years, from 
the metallic supply of the whole world; whilst there 


is in the United States alone, at the present time, 


not less than eighty millions of dollars. To argue 
gravely that such a cause can produce suchean ef- 
fect, and that, by the employment of ten millions 
of specie, the Government designs forcing upon 
the country the use of no other curreney than gold 
and silver, and the prostration of the banks and all 
credit, isas poor a compliment to the sagacity of 
the Government as it is to. the intelligence of the 
people. . Sir, I have never yet met the man, either 
in or out of Congress, who has ever maintained the 
propriety or possibility of reducing this great and 
enterprising country to a mere hard money curren- 
cy’ If you were to abolish to-morrow every bank 
in the land, paper credit, in the shape of the notes 
of individuals or some other form, would crowd 
into your circulation. Is it not remarkable, that 
gentlemen should be so eager to attack what no- 
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body defends? They stuff up a man of straw, and 
then show their dexterity in shooting it down. And 
that other diversion from the true issue before the 
country—that the Government designs to establish 
a Government bank, and to destroy the State banks 
by a substitution of its paper in the place of theirs. 
Where is the proof ofany such design? In the des- 
titution of facts, even the paltry and carefully re- 
stricted issue of Treasury notes authorized by the 
bill before you, has been relied on to make ont the. 
eharge. In another part of this building the same 
charge has been made, because the Government 
proposes to do what it has done ever since it was 
established—draw upon its own funds—a privilege 
undenied to the humblest citizen of the country. 
The only measure which gives the least semblance 
to any such design, was a measure proposed, ‘not 
by the Goverument, but by myself, at the extra 
session of Congress, ‘and voted down by a large 
majority—that bills receivable in payment of the 
public dues should be issued instead of Treasury 
notes. But this measure was intended to be con- 
fined strictly within the wants and operations of 
ihe Government. There was no assigned capital 


:—no discounting of notes, or {dealing with iadi- 


viduals, proposed. Sir,’neither the banks, nor the 
capitalists of the country, believe that any hostile 
designs exist towards them on the part of those who 
oppose their association with the Government, or 
refuse to bend it before their-ambitious and selfish 
pretensions. . We intend to maintain the bankmg 
institutions of the States,,in all their powers and pri- 
vileges, with as much fidelity and energy as they 
can evince. These are mere tubs to the whale— 
mere pretexts to divert the attention of the people 
from their true designs. ‘The know that the banks 
rest in security, beneath the protection of the State 


| sovereignties who created them, and to whom alone 


they are responsible. They know that there are 
not twenty men on this floor, who would consent 
that this Government should touch, much less de- 


Stroy them; and that those who are most stre- 


nuous for the separation of the Government from 
all banks, oppose the re-establishnient of an United 
States Bank, (their panacea for all the ills of the 
currency,) expressly upon the ground, that this Go- 
vernment has no right, by the establishment of such 
an institution, to enter the States, and cripple or 


crush the banking institutions they have establish- - 
ed. Not then, upon policy only, but upon censti- 


tutional principles, we are necessarily the. fast 
friends of the banks of the States. ‘Sir, the capital- 
ists are in no delusion as to this matter. These 
pretexts are but feints in the battle, to disguise the 
true point of attack. If they can suceced in ma- 
king the people believe that they are the party 
wronged—that the Governament, and not their 
own imprudence and weakness, caused them to 
fail in redeeming their promises, and that it is now 
seeking their destruction; why then, the more con- 
fusion and distress to the people, the greater the 
odium to the Government, and the more power they 
will possess of accomplishing their design of con- 
trolling its action,and making it contributary to their 
credit and aggrandizement. Hence, the violent and 
sudden contractions and expansions in the currency a 
few years since, by whieh thousands wereinjured or 
ruined. Hence, the innumerable suits which 
crowd the courts of the country on the part of the 
banks, whilst refusing to meet their own promises 
to pay. Hence, the refusal lately to resume specie 
payments. Through the agitations of distress, and 
the mists of tears, the people are to` be confounded 
and blinded, and the Government is to be struck 
down and throttled beneath the gripe of monopo- 
lists and money changers. The last blow—the 
“crowning mercy,” may be the measure alluded to 
by my honorable colleague—“stopping the supplies” 
to the Government—destroying the bill upon your 
table, without any adequate substitute to meet the 
wants of the Government.. “If ever there was `a 
time,” he says, “when this old method, common 
with our English ancestors, of redressing the rights 
of the people against their Government, was justi- 
fable, it. was now.” - 


[Mr. THomrson rose and said, that he did not 
recommend such a measure, or say that he would 
vote for it; on the contrary, he had declared his 


333 
H, of Reps. 


willingness to vote for a loan or-any other consti- 
tutional method of supply.} 5 na : 

I have stated, Mr.. Chairman, the. words of my 
colleague as I understood him to`- utter thém, and 
my statement is not incompatible with what he says. 
I know that he did suggest a method of supply, ‘in 
connection with his remarks—a loan in Europé— 
for which he said he would vote, but ‘which 
he expressly declared at the same time he should 
not propose. This scheme I have already con- 


‘sidered, and have shown, I think, that it will ‘not 


answer the emergency of the Treasury; but if 
adopted, would, in fact, be “stopping the supplies.” 
Letit be, sir, that my friend has- merely hinted at 
this grand remedy. It is followed up: by a propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hop- 
KINS,} for another form of supply, who declares at 
the time, that he shall not vote for his own propo- 
sition.* The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] 
proposes another form, but he does not say that 
he will vote for it. Mr. Chairman; I trust that I 
mistake these intimations,and that gentlemen do 
not intend to carry them into effect. Is it come 'to 
this, that for usurping power or aggressing upon 
the rights of the citizens, but because the Govern- 
ment will not act—will not unite itself to banks— 
will not usurp a power (establishing a United States 
Bank) questioned. from the very first origin of the 
Government—that it is. to be violently suspend- 
ed and overthrown? No one can doubt our 
control, over the supplies. It is absolate—un- 
limited. _ But to stop them, is a revolutionary 
measure, justifiable only when we are prepared to 
dissolve the Government; throw away the shield 
of the Constitution and the laws—and reconstruct 
from the entangled elements of society, a new po- 
litical fabric. T call upon gentlemen to look to the 
consequences boldly, before they trifle with them. 
Neither your civil nor military dependants aye 
bound to serve you without bread or pay. Your 
army—your navy—your Judicial and Executive 
officers ail over the land, will have a right to dis- 
band and leave your service. Suspend for a sin- 
gle day the laws and the Constitution of the coun- 
try—and when, and where may it end? Let the 
spirit of anarchy and lawlessness at a time like the 
present, full of confusion and distress, of violent 
political agitation and fierce. contention for power, 
once lift its hydra head in our land—-and who shall 
Strangle it? Sir, I bid gentlemen beware. “They 
may: sow to the wind, and reap the whirlwind. I 
am a friend to the. banks, although no. apologist 
for their abuses. Ican be-no enemy. to the capi- 
talist, for I own property; and hold that its accu- 
mulation is the necessary fruit and reward of civi- 
lization itself; butif they, in conjunction with the 
great Federal party to which they are allied, shall 
make this experiment upon the patience and pa- 
tirotism of the people, their madness will be their 
ruin. Banks and capitalists are the natural 
allies to Government. They are the creations 
of law, and essentially depend on its steady 
and certain administration for their support. 
Credit is a delicate ` plant, often of slow 
growth, and can only live in the sunshine or 
peace, and the calm of confidence. Forgetful or re- 
gardless of their true natureand policy, for the first 
time in the history of the world, the banks of the 
country are arrayed against the Government; and 
the path of revolution is pointed toas the trium- 
phant road in which they are to tread to’ power. 
Sir, let them enter it, and their ruin will be inevi- 
table. The very first victims to lawless popular 
fury, may be those who shall have created, excited, 
and dared it; and even that marble palace, with its 


*Mr. Hopkins in the debate subsequently de- 
clared, that he would vote for no supplies, until 
their custody was properly provided for, by new 
legislation. He had just proposed as an amend- 
mentto the Treasury bill, Mr. Rives’s bill uniting 
the Government to a league of twenty-five State 
banks. Mr. Randolph of New Jersey, in the.course 
of the debate expressed also the opinion that the 
abuses of the Government justified the House in 
t stopping the supplies.” 

TAt the late election in New England, the mang- 
facturers, it is said, compelled- their workmen in the 
factories to vote colored tickets. 
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„splendid halls and lofty colonades, towering in all 
the pride and glory of classic architecture, may 
not be too high for the grasp of the people’s rage. 
Over deeper, wider foundations, planted as they 
may have been firmly in the affections and inte- 
rests of the people, the ploughshare of ruin has 
been ruthlessly driven, 

Mr. Chairman, this method. of embarrassing 
the Government, by “stopping the supplies,” is 
not new even in the history of this country. It 
was tried during the last war, and we all know 
the result. The supplies were opposed by a cer- 
tain party in this country . within these walls; 
and, out of this House,after the supplies were voted, 
.the same party did all in their power to defeat the 
Government in negotiating its loans to carry on 
the war. Ido not intend, sir, to indulge in indis- 
crimate condemnation of the motives, although 
I do not approve of the conduct of this party. 
Many of them, Ihave no doubt, believe that their 
course was justifiable, upon the. highest principles 
of policy. ‘Fheir error was in acting upon the fear 


of speculative evils, instead of doing their imme- | 


diate duty. At that time England was battling, 
-not only for her own. existence, but for the inde- 
pendence of all the nations of the earth. We had 
undoubtedly, the best and highest causes for war— 
but they might have supposed that success in such 
a contest might have been our ruin; and that if En- 
gland was overthrown, our liberties and indepen- 
dence would perish with her. But they opposed 
their country in favor of a foreign enemy. Instead 
of rallying to the support of the Government, at a 
time of great danger and difficulty, they endea- 
vored to paralize, embarrass, and overthrow it. Sir, 
what was their fate? The war rolled on—triumph- 
antly rolled on—borne up by the patriotism of the 
people, responding to that lofty sentiment of him, 
whose brow in life wore the laurel of the hero, and 
whose memory should live forever embalmed in 
the lays of the minstrel—“our country right or 
wrong.” Where are those who were for “stopping 
the supplies” during the war? Sunk forever into 
privacy, suspicion, and contempt! Andso it willever 
be. The Government might be weak or wrong; 
but the people will not stand passively by, and see 
it beaten down by a foreign enemy; nor will they 
now permit it to be appropriated and prostrated by 
the banks and capitalists of the country. Why, if 
we are to have masters, let them at least be those 
whom we can respect or fear. Let there be one 
battle-field at least, which can tell to after-times 
that one brave and mighty effort was made for our 
liberties: but to be overcome, not by the power of 
tho sword, but by the influence of money—to give 
up the Government. and Constitution of the coun- 
try by the base instrumentality of colored} votes, 
or distress wrung from the poor, or the terrors 
of anarchy—Sir, it will not be. The people—the 
people will come to the rescue. Although sur- 
rounded by mists and darkness, and drugged with 
distress, they will ere long awake; and rising up in 
the majesty of truth and justice, they will snap 
asunder the chains which ambition and avarice 
have forged for their ruin. They will soon per- 
ccive,from the principles and parties involved, that 
the disgrace of the Government in this contest will 
be their infamy—its fall, their overthrow: and that 
noble patriotism which, during the last war on land 
and sea, rallied to its support, will once more come 
forth in all its majestic power, and march on to vic- 
tory. And in this mighty struggle where, sir, shall 
each of us Ve found? My position, at least, shall 
bein the van. If this Administration had conti- 
nued in its strength, approving as I do nearly all 
of its measures, since I have been upon this fleor, 
I should have been content to stand aloof, as I have 
heretofore done, and see it go on in its career of 
constitutional usefulness and duty; but the more it 
has fallen, the nearer I have found myself to its 
destinies; and now, if it is to fall in maintenance 
of the great financial measures, upon which I be- 
lieve it has staked its existence, I am willing, I am 
ready, to go down with it. Better to fall with those 


who fall in defence of the Constitution and liber- _ 


ties of the country, than triumph with those whose 
victory, in my opinion, will be their prostration. 

~ Mr. Chairman, our duty, on the present occa- 
sion, appears to`me to require us to pase the bill 
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before the committee as soon as possible. The ne- 


cessities of the Government cannot be postponed. 


Let those who agree in this opinion determine to” 


occasion as little delay as possible, by discussing. 
the measure, and be ever ready. to vote upon it. 


If those who oppose the bill think proper to con- . 
suue time in diseussion, and thus postpone relief.’ 


to the Government, let them do it—on them be. 
the responsibility. If they think proper to defeat 
the bill without any efficient substitute, let them do 
it. On them be thE responsibility. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


REMARKS OF MR. FAIRFIELD, 
Or Mane, 
In the House of Representatives, May 29, 1838— 
The question being on the motion.of Mr. Evans, 
to refer the message of the President relating to 
the Northeastern Boundary to the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs. - f 
Mr. FAIRFIELD said, that as he and his col- 
league, who had just taken his seat, [Mr. Evans,} 
had the same object in view in regard to the set- 
tlement of the disputed boundary line, he was 
happy to be able to say, that in the justness of 
many of the remarks of his colleague he entirely 
concurred. In regard, however, to the nature and 
proper construction of the proposition of this Go- 
vernment to the British Government, as contained 
in the letter of Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox, under date 
of the 27th of April last, he felt constrained to 
differ with him. But whichever was right in this 
respect, he agreed with his colleague in doubting 
whether any thing would come of it, even if ac- 
cepted by the British Government. It might, he 
thought, reasonably be feared, that it would only 
be productive of delay and vexation. That, after 
years had been frittered away in prosecuting the 
object of the commission, we should find ourselves 
where we were at the beginning, no nearer toa 
determination of this long pending controversy, 
and Great Britain, in the mean time, enjoying 
most of the fruits of ownership. But the proposi- 
tion—what isit? My colleague understands it as 
expressing a willingness, on the part of this Go- 
vernment, to authorize the exploration and survey, 
upon the terms suggested by the British Govern- 


ment, as their modifications of the original Ameri- > 


can proposition. He (Mr. F.) could not.so regard 
it; but, on the contrary, simply as a proposition to 
open a negotiation upon that basis. The language 
of Mr. Forsyth is as follows: “By the accom- 
panying papers, received from the Executive of 
Maine, Mr. Fox will perceive that Maine declines 
to give a consent to the negotiation for a conven- 
tional boundary ; is disinclined to the reference of 
the points in dispute to a new arbitration; but is 
yet firmly persuaded that the line described in the 
treaty of 1783 can be found and traced whenever 
the Governments of the United States and Great 


Britain shall proceed to make the requisite inves- - 


tigations, with a predisposition to effect that very 
desirable object. Confidently relying, as the Pre- 
sident:does, upon the assurances frequently repeat- 
ed by the British Government, of the earnest desire 
to reach that result, if it is practicable, he has 
instructed the undersigned to announce to Mr. 
Fox the willingness of this Government to enter 
into an arrangement with Great Britain for the 
establishment of a joint commission of survey and 
exploration, upon the basis of the original American 
proposition, and the modifications offered by her 
Majesty’s Government.” And he thereupon in- 
vites Mr. Fox to a conference upon the subject at 
an early day. 

Now, though he (Mr. F.) did not profess to be at 
all familiar with the language and technicalities of 
diplomacy, yet he could not think that any thing 
more was intended by this than an offer to nego- 
tiate an agreement in which the terms of such agree- 
ment were all open for discussion and determina- 
tion. The original American proposition and 
the modifications thereof suggested by the Bri- 
itsh Government, were to form the basis of the 
negotiation, and were not absolutely and uncondi- 
tionally to be incorporated into the agreement itself. 
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One of the modifications of our original proposi- 
tion was, that. thé commissioner should have-the 
right to diverge westerly froma due north line in 
search of “highlands,” and not easterly. - Another 
was, that they should'run:from the source of the 
St. Croix to ‘highlands that both parties would 
agree were the ‘highlands named in -the treaty. 
This would. give to Great Britain much more than 
she has now. the hardihood to claim directly, for the 

‘point of highlands which both would agree were 
the highlands. of the ‘treaty. ‘would. extend but a 
short distance northerly of the head of Connecticut 
river. ‘Neither of these can Mr. Forsyth be consi- 
dered as assenting to; indeed, the terms of his letter 
would seem almost. necessarily to exclude them; 


- for an agreement to the effect of either proposition 


might, perhaps, be regarded as virtually assenting 
to a conventional line, which the General Govern- 
ment have again and again admitted they had no 
right to do. And Sir Charles R. Vaughan, in his 
letter to Mr. McLane, February 10, 1834, takes 
the same view of the nature of stich an agreement; 
and, therefore, insists that Maine should be a party 
toit. Mr. Forsyth then, in a letter, in which he 
was communicating the decision of the State’ of 
Maine against investing the General Government 
with power to agree toa conventional line, and 
acknowledging her authority in that respect, could 
not fairly be considered, in whatever language he 
may have expressed himself, as indirect/y agreeing 
to any such line, or to an arrangement necessarily 
involving it. ; : 
Our original proposition was for the establish- 
ment of a joint commission of survey, with power 
to decide and settle the question conclusively. The 
proposition of the British Government was to have 
such a commission of survey merely by way of 
experiment, to ascertain. facts, but without the 
power of binding the parties, These are the pro- 
positions which are to constitute the elements of 
the agreement now proposed. i 
But to settle this question of construction con- 
clusively, and not to leave it to the determination 
of general reasoning, Mr. F. said he would ask 
leave to read a letter from Mr, Forsyth to one of 
the Senators from Maine. This Senator, under. 
standing that different opinions. were entertained 
as to the extent and design of the proposition of 
this Government to’the British Government, ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Forsyth, asking» for an ex- 
planation of it; in answer to which he received the 
following: ` : 
DEHARTMENT OF STATE, 
: May 26, 1838. 
Sir: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 24th inst. and to state in reply, that from the 
negotiation to which the British Government has 
been invited, the “President ‘anticipates the esta- 
blishment of a joint commission with an umpire 
whose power will be restricted to the purposes of 
exploration and survey only, without authority 
finally to decide upon the rights of the parties, as 
contemplated in the original American: proposition. 
The suggestions. that have been made on either 
side with respect to the mode of constituting that 
commission, the principles upon which it is to act, 
and the instructions to be given it, are allto be 
discussed and decided upon as justice between the 
parties and their respective rights shall be deemed 
to require. The object of the President in offering 
to make such ‘an arrangement, as you will see by 
my note to Mr. Fox of the 27th April last, is to 
test the correctness of the opinion of the State of 
Maine, “that the line described in the treaty of 
1783 can be found and traced whenever the Go- 
vernments of the United States and Great” Britain 
‘shall proceed to make the requisite investigation, 
with a predisposition to effect thedesired object. 
I have the honor to be, sir, . 
Your obedient servant, 
-. JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Hon. Rever WittiaMs, 
United States Senate. 

This appeared to him (Mr. F.).as.conclusive upe 
on the subject, and showed that his colleague had 
misconceived the true meaning and import.of. the 
proposition, at which, it is believed, he „will. be 
much better pleased than’ he would have been, to 
have had his views upon the subject confirmed. 


May, 1838 


~“ Z5TH Conc-++-2np SESS. 


Butas to the original American proposition re- 
ferred to in the letter of Mr. : Forsyth, is it not 
equally clear that, in that also, my colleague is 
mistaken. That proposition is contained in the let- 
ter of Mr, Livingston to Sir Charles R. Vaughn, 
April 30, 1833, and is in the following words: “Ali 
the disadvantages of these modes of settlement, 
heretofore adopted, might; as it appears to the Ame- 
rican Government, be avoided by appointing a new 
commission, consisting of an equal number of com- 
missioners, with an umpire selecied by some friend- 
ly sovereign, from the. most skilful men in Europe, 
to decide on all points in which they disagree; or, 
by a commission composed entirely. of. such men, 
so selected, to be attended in the survey and view 
of the country by agents appointed by the parties.” 
This is what is-called “the original American. pro- 
position;” and is that alluded to by Gov. Kent in 
his message to ‘the Legislature as a proposition 
equitable and fair, just‘to all parties, and full of 
promise of adjustment upon proceedings satisfacto- 
Ty to us. Subsequently, to be sure, Mr. Living- 
ston speaks of certain well known principles which 
are observed in. the running of boundaries, one of 
which is, that courses and distances should be con- 


trolled by monuments. ` But this is no part of the. 


original proposition. They are entitely distinct 
and independent. One is the proposed agreement, 
the other is stated as an ihducement to Great Bri- 
tain to enter into the agreement. / 

The correctness of this, as an abstract propesi- 
tion, Mr. F. said he presumed no one was disposed 
to question, though many doubted its applicability 
to a case of this sort, considering the direction in 
the treaty as equivalent to one for running to a line 
of latitude. 

The further suggestions made by Mr. Living- 
ston in subsequent letters, intimating that the 
commissioners might diverge to the west, and not 
to the east, of the due north line, in order to reach 
the highlands named in the treaty, were for the 


same purpose, to wit: to induce Great Britain to 


agree ‘to. the establishment of the commission of 
su vey, by showing her how she might possibly’ be 
a gainer by it. That'saggestion, however, was not 
well founded in law or justice, and can never com- 
mand the assent of Maine. But it did not-consti- 
tute a part of the original American proposition; 
and therefore, no reference was had to it by Mr. 
Forsyth, in his late letter to Mr.. Fox. 

In closing, Mr. F. said he would repeat that 
however the proposition may. be construed, he did 
not believe that, accepted or not, we should thereby 
make any progress towards.a final determination of 
the question. The only .effectual step now to be 
taken, was thé passage of the bill lying upon the 
table; and he united with his colleague in hoping 
that the House would soon take it up, and give it 
all that consideration which its importance de- 
mands, and which the obligations of this Govern- 
ment to the State of Maine imperatively require. 


BRANCH BANK, U. S. PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 
` REMARKS OF MR. CUSHMAN 


_ Or New Hamrsa- > . ; 
In the House of Representatives, Tuesday; May 15, 
- 1838—The Treasury note bill being ‘under con- 
sideration. ae ; aie 
Mr. CUSHMAN said he was unwilling to inter- 
rupt the public business for one moment, with any 
remarks of his, but as the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. Tituincuasr,] had thought proper to 
introduce into this debate a transaction which took 
place'in the town in which. he had the honor to 
reside, and one in which he participated, it was 
due to himself, as well as ‘all others connected: with 


? 


that transaction, and the cause of truth and justice, 
that a plain and unvarnished statement of fasts. 
should be made, and for this purpose he would, for. 


a short time, claim the attentidn of the House. 
That ‘gentleman has remarked the first difficulty 
to his knowledge, with the Bank. of the United 
States, commenced in New Hampshire, in the at- 
tempt io remove the president of the branch which 
was established in that State. From that fact, he 
has taken the liberty to infer that the friends of the 


late, as well as of the present Administration, 
have manifested a deadly hostility, not only to that 
bank, but to all the banking institutions in the 
country. l Ye Geng a 

Similar charges have been made, not only in this 
Honse, and in the other branch of Congress, but 
have been repeated over and over again, by every 
travelling politician; who has scoured the country, 
for political effect, from the time the transaction 
took place to the present moment. __ 

Some have been so wild as to say, “that. the at- 
tack made upon the ‘President of that branch was 
done to induce the Bank to favor the dësigns of the 
Administration; and failing to induce the Bank to 
Subserve thé interests of the friends of the Admi- 
nistration, the whole power thereof was at once set 
in hostile array against that institution.” A more 
unfounded charge could not be conceived. 
not even the shade of a shadow upon which to rest 
itself. This will appear from a plain, unvarnish- 
ed, statement of facts. These facts are as follows: 
Some time in the spring of the year 1829 the mer- 
chants of Portsmouth conceiving themselves ag- 
grieved by the course which had been pur- 
sued by the gentleman who had been, but a 
short time before, placed at the head of that 
Branch, memorialized the. directors of the parent 


: Bank to have that gentleman removed, and some 


other one appointed in his place. The principal 
allegations stated in the memorial against the di- 
rectory of that branch were, as far as my memory 


serves me, that their measures were unnecessarily | 


harsh and oppressive, and the want of a proper 
spirit of accommodation. | 

One sample of unnecessary harshness, about 
which much, at that time, was said, was an edict 
that all the debtors should pay to the bank twenty 
per cent. upon their notes every sixty days, when 
the loans had been made under an express or impli- 
ed understanding that only ten per cent. should be 
paid at the end of every four months. And the 
merchants saw, or at any rate thought they saw, un- 
der the order of things, as they then existed, nothing 
but distress and ruin. It. was under these circum- 


` stances that the directors of the parent Bank were 


requested to make such a change in: the directory. 
of. that branch as. would not only stay the hand of 
oppression, but restore confidence between the bank 
and the business-men of that place. The founda- 
tion of the memorial seemed to be the mutual bene- 
fit and accommodation of all concerned. N otonly 
to aid those who were actively engaged in business, 
but to promote the interests of the bank itself. This 
fact no one would deny who was acquainted with 
the merchants: whose names are attached to that 
memorial. 

Now, sir, let us turn our attention to the politi- 
cal character of the memorialisis, because upon 
this fact depends the issue. What wasi? Were 
they, sir, the friends of that illustrious patriot and 
statesman, General Jackson, who but a short time 
previous had been elected the Chief Magistrate of 
the United States? Did they, in general, belong to 
the Democratic-party? If they did, then there might 


have been some faint pretext for the allegations . 


which have been made by our political opponents. 
But such’ were not the facts. No, sir, but far other- 
wise. That memorial was signed by about sixty 
individuals, the most of whom: were merchants, 
and nine-tenths of whom then-were and now are the 
political friends of the -distinguished gentleman 
who was at the head of that branch, and from 
whose arbitrary administration. they wished to be 
relicved; and a majority of the board of directors, 
which the memorialists proposed to substitute for 
the one then in existence, were the political friends 
of that gentleman, and were then, as well as at 
the present time, the friends of that institution. 

Some of those who took a part in that transac- 
tion were members of the Democratic party, and 
were amohg the most firm and sincere friends of 
General Jacksen.. 

Among that number was the present Secretary 
of the Treasury, the present Chief Magistrate of 
New Hampshire, and the humble individual who 
now has the honor of addressing you. But, sir, 
were either of those gentlemen, or any other friend 
of the Administration, the first to move in that af- 
fair? No, sir: those gentlemen only operated as 


It has” 
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they were operated upon. by the political friends of 
those connected with the bank. o o : 

As to myself, I can assure this House, as well 
as the country, that it. was with - great: reluctance 
taat I took any partin that transaction. «Although 
the gentleman at the head of that. branch Was-op- 
posed to me in polities, yet he did not éross. my 
path. I had, therefore, no- feelings of jéalously:to © 
gratify, and, on my own account, I-had: never had, 
any thing to do with that institution; and, more- 
over, had no desire to be connected therewith; and 
it was nof until after a powerful appeal -had:-been 
made to. me by those merchants, that I gave my 
consent to aid them in removing’ the grievances of 
which they complained ;:and I believe the same 
was the case with Mr. Woodbury. He could have 
desired no aid from the bank; and as a majority 
of the proposed board of directors were strongly 
opposed to him in politics, he could have had no 
expectation of benefiting either his private or po- 
litical interests. I have never entertained a doubt 
that his: sole object was to promote the interests of 
the above mentioned memorialists; and for. this 
purpose, and this purpose alone, did he consent to 
participate in that transaction. 

As to Governor Hill, he was entirely ignorant of 
the whole subject until he received a letter from 
me relative to what had transpired in Portsmouth. 
On reception of that letter, in which were expressed 
the wishes, views, and desires of the merchants ‘of 
Portsmouth, that gentleman, who is.ever ready to 
relieve the distressed, and to do all the goed in his 
power, drew up a memorial similar to the-one 
which had been signed at Portsmouth, to which he 
procured the signatures of several members of the 
New Hampshire Legislature, which was then in 
session, and then forwarded the same to the parent 
Bank at Philadelphia, whither the other had been 
transmitted. Í oN 

‘What followed the presentation of these memo- 
rials is, I presume, too well known to require 
comment. Suffice it to say, that although the re- 
quest of the memorialists was not granted, and the 
gentleman whose conduct has been complained of, 
was reappointed to the same office for the succeed- 
ing year; yet before that year had expired, he left 
not only the bank, but the State, And the memo- 
rialists have-the Consolation of; knowing-that the re- 
presentations which they then made to the direct. 
ors of the parent Bank were true, and-that the sub- 
sequent history of that branch verified: every. maté~ 
rial fact which was. set forth in those: memorials. 

Now, sir, inasmuch as those gentlemen who ori- 
ginated-and sustained those memorials, were the 
political friends of the president of that branch, who 
then were, and now are, the open and avowed: ad- 
vocates of a United States Bank, I ask every fair 
and candid mind if there is the slightest founde tion 
for the charges which have so often been made 
against those who participated in that transaction? 
Lam confident the answer must be in the negative. 


- BANK OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 
REMARKS OF -MR. DAVIS, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, : 
In Senate, May 17, 1838—On the bill for recharter- 
ing the District. banks. © 0 

Mr. DAVIS remarked, that he had risen chiefly 
to correct an error.. He had been informed. that 
an expression which fell from him the other day, 
in the debate respecting. the banks of this District, 
had been misunderstood. “He had expressed some 
surprise that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Ben- 
Tox] should condemn the Bank of Washington, 
because it paid specie for its’bills, and gave him to 
understand it was-difficult to please one who was 
neither satisfied with nor without a redemption of 
notes in specie. The Senator said this did not do 
justice to his views; for he complained: that the 
bank did not put cut its bills, and. therefore had 
nothing to redeem; and its declaration was mere 
pretension. ~ Mr. D. in reply, said he well knew 
that, so far as regarded active banking business, it 
was substantially a humbug: By the use of this 
phrase, it had been supposed that he concurred 
with the Senator in condemning the course of the 


bank. Nothing could be farther from the truth; 
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and he thought he explained himself so fully at the 
time; that no one could misapprehend him, for he 
‘affirmed that the bank did all it could. do. 
It was its duty to redeem “its bills, and it 
had done so. ‘This was just as it should be. 
But he added further that, in the existing state of 
things, no bank, pursuing this course, could keep 
its bills out, for paper was less valuable than spe- 
cie by- several per cent. The Bank of Washington 
could not, therefore, safely issue a dollar of its pa- 
pec unless it had on hand a dollar of specie to re- 
deem it, No bank could do. business in that way 
without loss; for if as much money must lie idle in 
` the vaults as is equal to all its bills afloat, the loss 
of interest is exactly equal to the gain, and nothing 
is left to indemnify for risk or to defray expenses. 
The Bank of Washington had not, therefore, kept 
out, its bills because it could not work impossibili- 
ties; and, moreover, it was difficult to see how one 
as zealous for a specie circulation as the Senator 


could be anxious to have a bank withdraw it from > 


circulation to give the public only dollar for dollar 
in paper. With his views, one would think it bet- 
ter to leave the specie afloat than to make this sub- 
stitution of- paper. - All this he-had said in sub- 
stance, and supposed of course every one would un- 
derstand what he meant by humbug: namely, that 
payment of specie was, under such circumstances, 
merely nominal, as the bank could not do business. 

Now that he was up, he would add a few words 

more in regard to this bank, for he thought re- 
marks unjust in their character had been made in 
relation to it. Its embarrassments in 1834 had 
‘been adverted to with great disapprobation, and 
urged as a reason for withholding confidence from 
it,and refusing to renew its charter. It was true 
it had been embarrassed, but he thought even that 
could be explained without leaving upon the cor- 
poration any stain of dishonorable reproach. .He 
would, however, content himself with looking at 
its subsequent conduct, and see whether it. afforded 
evidence, that if it possessed the public confidence, 
and whether it had given proof of a design rather 
to stand fair with the public than to make money. 
It had made ño dividends for five years, nota 
farthing had the stockholders received during that 
time, but ithad been sedulously employed in re- 
paring and restoring its credit. It then had $21,000 
of deposites; it now has $372,000, an amount, 
actually greater than its capital. He had before 
him a statement of its affairs then and now, both 
agto its liabilities and resources, by which it was 
most manifest, that by prudence and economy it 
had repaired its losses, and had justly entitled itself 
to the high confidence of the public which it now 
possessed. 

It was the last among the banks to suspend pay- 
ments, having redeemed over $40,000 of its circu- 
lation before ‘it yielded to the pressure of the times. 
At the moment of suspension it had about $43,000 
of bills in circulation. This event occurred in 
May, 1837; and in August following, it resumed 
the redemption of its bills in gold and silver, having 
suspended for about three months; and, sir, there is 
a striking fact connected with this, illustrative of the 
great confidence felt in the ability of the bank. 
During this period of three months, it went on like 
other banks, receiving its bills in payment of debts, 
on deposit, and in exchange for the bills of other 
banks. And how much of their circulation, think 
you, came in? Tid the holders of bills rush upon 
them? Could those who owed the bank buy them 
up at a heavy discount, and thus pay their debts? 
All it was able to collect in during that time 
amounted to about $8,000, leaving in circulation, 
when it resumed, over $35,000, which has since 
been reduced to $13,000, or to a nominal sum; for 
it is probable most of this will never return. 

Is not this a triumphant refutation of all the slan- 
ders about its having defrauded the. public? Has it 
not forsaken its own immediate interest, and sacri- 
ficed all present advantages to the stockholders, to 
strengthen itself? Has it not promptly met its lia~ 
bilities? What has it omitted to do which it ought 
to have done, or what has it done that it ought not 
to do? If any institution can present itself with 
clean hands, does not this do it? If any institution 
can atone for losses or errors in business, has not 

his done it? It stands in no shape wrong, unless 
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we exact impossibilities. Mr. D. said, having now 
done this act of justice to the Bank of Washington 


and its officers, he would notice some misapprehen- ` 


sions which gentlemen labored under respecting the 
banks in Massachusetts. He then proceeded to 


show that, from the manner of conducting business - 


in that State, the banks were necessarily made the 
collectors of the bills of.each other, and, when thus 
collected in, they were withdrawn from circulation 
and exchanged, so that the circulation on paper al- 
ways appeared much larger than it really was, for 
the bills thus held might, on an average, be consi- 
dered as cancelling each other in the different banks. 


He then proceeded to prove, from the returns ta- - 


ken in this view, as. compared with other States, 
that the banks of that State were in a condition be- 
yond distrust; and he believed that no bank could 
comply with the laws of Massachusetts and fail to 
be sound. The system was guarded with great 
caution, but frauds would sometimes occur. 


a] 
REMOVAL OF THE TREASURY BUILDING. 


SPEECH OF MR. LINCOLN, 
Or MASSACHUSETTS, 

In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1838.— 
The House having gone into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Porg, of 
Kentucky, in the Chair,) took up for considera- 
tion the following bill: : 

A BILL providing for thé ¢emoVal of the walls of the Treasu- 
ry building, and før the erection of a fireproof building for 
the Post Office Department. 

Be it enacted, §c. That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized 10 cause the unfinished walls 
of the Treasury building, now in the process of construction, to 
be taken down, and the materials to be removed and applied to 
the construction of a fire-proof building ofsuch dimensions and 
upon such plan of arrangement as may be required for the uso 
and accommodation of the Post Office Department, on the site 
of the Post Office building recently destroyed by fire; and, for 
this purpose, that he be authorized to employ a skilful archi- 
tect to prepare and submit to him the necessary plans for the 
proper construction of such building, having regard to the use 
of the materiale aforesaid, which, being approved by him, shall 
be conformed to in the erection of the structure. And the said 
architect may be continued in the superintendence of the con- 


struction of the building, or another employed in that service, 
as the President may judge best. ; 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the erection 
of the building authorized by the first section of this act, in ad- 
dition to the materials to be removed and applied thereto, as 
therein mentioned, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, out of any mo- 
ney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated by law. 

Mr. LINCOLN (chairman of the Committee on 
Public Puildings and Pnblic Grounds, who had re- 
ported the bill) addressed the committee in sub- 
stance as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: The report which accompanies 
the bill, and which is on the tables of gentlemen, 
explains the views of the committee, and presents 
the general reasons upon which the measure pro- 
posed is to be sustained.. I might be content to 
rest here the merits of the proposition, and wait the 
objections (if any) which are to be urged against 
it, had not circumstances, extraneous to the matter 
of the report, and subsequent to its presentation to 
the House, admonished me of the propriety. of be- 
ing well understood in the outset of this discussion. 
An appeal from the judgment and recommendation 
of the committee has been already made, by the 
architect of the buildings, to the House and the 
country; and I am anxious that no misapprehen- 
sion should exist in the minds of members as to the 
course of proceeding, the statement of facts, or the 
results, which are intended to be presented. There 
are, indeed, certain minor and subordinate. consi- 
derations, not particularly adverted to in the report, 
which are proper to be connected with the subject 
of inquiry, and will serve to assist to a better un- 
derstanding of the occasion of the bill. 

The new Treasury building is being constructed, 
under the authority of the fifth section of the act of 
July 4; 1836, which is in the following words: 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
tho United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to 
be ereeted, on or near the site of the former Treasury build- 
ing, or on any other public lot which he may select, a fire- 
proof building of such dimensions as may be required for the 
present and future accommodations of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, upon such plan, and of such materials, as he may deem 
most advantageous; and that, for this purpose, there be appro- 


priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. 


Here, Mr. Chairman, is the authority under 
which the work was commenced and is proceed- 


April, 1838: 
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ing. The law required three distinct acts to be done 
| by the President, which in their character were pre- 
vious, and necessarily prerequisite, to the construc 
tion of the building.” First, in their proper order, 
he was to select’a’site, either near the old Trea- 
sury, orsome oiler; as his judgment should prefer; 
second, to detérmine upon the plan and dimensions 
of the structure; and in the’ latter to see that-they 
were sufficient forthe présent and future probable 
dccasions of the Department; and third, as indis- 
‘pensably connected with the other two, to appoint 
an architect for the work. If the building is now 
ill-placed and defective, or -otherwise obnoxious to 
the objections urged in the report, it arises from a 
default in the execution of the trust confided to the 
President in ene or all the above particulars, or it 
chas resulted from incapacity or unfaithfulness in 
the mode of construction by the architect. Itis a 
necessary duty to show. where the fault lies, that the 
mirid may be disabused of prejudice which partial 
or party considerations may interpose tò the cor- 
rection, as far as may now be, of manifold and: im- 
portant errors. ; 2 A 
The act, as I have before shown, passed on the 
4th of July, 1836, the very day, as I recollect, of 
the adjournment of the session of Congress. I 
now hold in my hand, Mr. Chairman, evidence of 
the tine and manner in which the late President of 
the United States discharged that part of the duty 
which Congress had devolved upon him. > It is 
contained in a paper which I will send to the table, 
and ask to have read by the Clerk. 
It was read in the following words: eat 
Under the act of Congress, authorizing thë President of the 
United States to causea Treasury building and Patent Office to 
be erected, I hereby designate the. Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings to superintend generally the’ detailed ‘modifications 
of plans for them, the advertising and forming of the contracts, 
and the whole disbursements thereon; and to enable him to keep 
the accounts, make the payments, and prepare youchers for 
seulement, and conduct the other correspondence relating there- 
to, I authorize him to employ a clerk at not over $900 a year, 
to be paid equally out of the appropriations for said objects. I 
further appoint Robert Mills ag architect, to aid in forming the 
plans, making proper changes therein from time to time, and 


seeing to the erection of said buildings in substantial conformi- 
ty to the plans hereby adopted; which are, in their general out- 


lines to be, asto the Treasury building, that annexed by said 


Mills—and asto the Patent Office, that annexed by Mr, Elliott; 
the former building to be erected on the old site, and the latter 
one on the square north ofthe Post Office. oe 
: ANDREW JACKSON. 
WASHINGTON city, July 6, 1836. ° eerie 
Mr. Chairman, resumed Mr. L. it is important 
that the date of this document should be regarded. 
It will be observed to be the 6th of July, the second 
day after. that on which the act was passed. Here, 
sir, we find that within forty-eight hours of the 
enactment of the law, in the bustle of an adjourn- 
ment of Congress, and the. fatigue and lassitude 
occasioned by its protracted sessions, and the heavy 
pressure of business at its close, the duties required 
of the President in relation to the selection ‘of the 
site, on a view and consideration of all the circum- 
stances which should enter into the decision of 
such a matter, the preference of a plan, upon a 
comparison of many which might be presented of 
different designs of construction, and the appoint- 
ment of an architect, were all performed. Itwould, 
indeed, seem, upon a superficial thought, that much 
more opportunity for consideration should. have 
been given to either of these. objects, especially to 
an inquiry for an appropriate plan. The future 
occasions of the Department, even if the present 
were known, involved large scope for contempla- 
tion. Who can limit, in imagination even, the 
growing business of this mighty Republic? But, 
sir, I intend not to impute blame to the Executive 
for this apparent precipitation. On the contrary, 
under the circumstances which I shall state, I hold 
him acquitted of fault therein. It will be remem- 
bered by those who were. members of former Cou- 
gresses; that this subject of the erection of a Trea- 
sury building had engaged for several sessions the 
attention of the Committee on Public Buildings. 
Numerous and very different plans had been offered 
for their adoption; and. at length a preferred one, 
presented by Mr. Elliot, an architect in this city, 
was suspended in the lobby. For ‘weeks it was 
made subject to the inspection of the members of 
the House, and remained upon the wall at the date 
of the passage.of the bill. At the same time Mr. 
Mills was in the actual employ of the Government 
| as yn architect. He had comé recommended to 
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their service by some previous, reputation, and had 
received several special engagements, with the ap- 
probation of the House, in repairs upon the Capi- 
tol, and particularly in the altérations of this Hall. 
With such testimonials cf qualification, he pre- 
sented himself for the appointment. What réepre- 
sentations he made to induce to the adoption of his 
plan of building, or to commit to his discretion the 
arrangement and construction of the edifice, the 
committee had no means of being informed. The 
yesult only of his application is known in the brief 
letter of authority which has just been read -at the 
Clerk’s table; the evidence at once, as is seen, of 
the appointment of the architect, the designation of 
the site, and the plan of construction, upen the op- 
portunity for inquiry and examination afforded by 
a single intervening day between the passage of the 
law, and the performance of the Executive trust in 
all these particulars, 

But, sir, I have said, I impute no fault to the late 
President of the United States for this seeming pre- 
cipitancy of action. He had reason to believe the 
architect previously employed by the authority of 
the House “honest and capable,” and with the 
sustaining recommendations which he exhibited of 
sufficient skill and experience for the task. He 
might well also rely, that one who should be ap- 
pointed to carry into effect the design of Congress 
would adopt, as a guide to his conduct, the plan 
which received the preference of the committee, 
and had at least the tacit approval of the House. 
The site also was indicated in the law, by the men- 
tion of its proximity to the old Treasury building, 
unless a preference should be given to some other 

lace. Besides, it is again to be regarded that the 

resident was, at this time, worn down by the la- 
bors and confinement attendant upon a protracted 
session of Congress, and the weakness and infirmi- 
ty of impaired health, and within a few days left 
the city for that relaxation from arduous duties 
which had become necessary. to’ the restoration of 
exhausted strength. The necessary application to 
the more important business of the nation upon his 
return, immediately preceding the following session 
of Congress, and his subsequent severe and con- 
tinued sickness, precluded all further attention, and 
doubtless the bestowment of any thought upon the 
subject until the close of his term of office, on the 
4th of March of the last year. In the meantime 
the work of construction had been commenced by 
the architect, the position of the building had been 
fixed, and its foundations laid, and the structure 
was rising to view. To whatever objection it might 
now have been exposed, there seemed no power 
for interposition. It is understood that representa- 
tions were made to the present Executive unfavo- 
rable.to the site and plan of the work. But the 
office of the Jaw had been already fulfilled in these 
. particulars. He rightly deemed that it was not 
within his province to change the location once de- 
termined upon, or to interfere with a plan of con- 
struction supposed to have been appreved by his 
predecessor in office, and the building hasthus been 
suffered to proceed. 

Mr. Chairman, {continued Mr. L.] Ihave thought 
it not irrelevant to present the cireumstances under 
which the. architect was appointed, and the site 
and plan of the building were designated, to pre- 
clude any misapprehension of the personal ‘appli- 
cation of the objections which the committee have 
urged to the design and execution of the work. 
Sir, I should deprecate the excitement of party feel- 
ing from a supposed implication of the conduct, 
either in act or neglect, of the late or present Ex- 
ecutive in this matter. This is no party affair. 
The report of the committee, now upon your ta- 
ble, has the unanimous consent of gentlemen of both 
political parties, a majority of them the friends of 
the Administration. It truly presents, with the 
bill, the result of the deliberations of many. weeks, 
most laboriously and faithfully devoted to. the ex- 
‘amination of the subject, and is entitled to all the 
confidence which patient inquiry and impartial 
judgment, with whatever capacity the committee 
possess, may claim. It is to be borne in mind also 

‘that itis not ihe werk of the committee. of this 
House only. Under a resolution of the- other 
branch, concurred in here, we have brought to our 


aid the consentaneous advice and opinions of a, 


22 


committee of that body. Again I say, therefore, 
this is no party matter, and the indications abroad 
or in this House that it may be made so, are to be 
received with no sentiments but of reproof and re- 
gret. For myself, I shall continue to treat the sub- 
ject, as I have hitherto regarded it, as one of busi- 
ness merely, a transaction having relation to pro- 
perty, aside from polities, in which the Adminis- 
tration and those. who oppose it have a like con- 
cern, under the law, to see that the Government 
obtain those accommodations which convenience 
and the public interest have demanded. I full well 
know that itisadry and uninviting topic; but I 
would fain hope for that attention to it from this 
committee which its bearing upon the Treasury and 
its importance. to the country should secure. 

I proceed now to consider the objections to the 
building, and to show where and with whom the re- 
sponsibility lies for its defects. The report which 
accompanies the bill points to the position of the 
building, the plan of its construction, and the inse- 
curity of the work, for the former; and to the archi- 


tect appcinted by the President, for the latter. In- 


the judgment of the committee, with the architect, 
and with him alone, rests the fault for whatever 
cause of complaint justly exists. And here, letme 
remark that, in arriving at this conclusion, no un- 
favorable bias preoccupied the minds of the mem- 
bers, to the prejudice of Mr. Mills. Fer myself, I 
may truly say, that my prepossessions had been 
altogether in his favor; and, throughout the whole 
process of inquiry and examination by thecommit- 
tee, he was uniformly treated with a delicacy and 
tenderness towards his feelings and professional 
reputation, but ill requited in the extraordinary ap- 
peal which he has thought proper to prefer. It is 
now made painfully my duty, in discussing the 
principal subject, to connect with it an exposition 
of the incapacity or misconduct of the architect, for 
either the committee are wholly unjustified in their 
report, or toone or both of these causes are to be 
ascribed the errors of which they complain. 

On the very threshold of their inquiries, the at- 
tention of the committee was directed to the actual 
position of the new Treasury building, in reference 
to.the site. They saw that, with a greatly extended 


“front, it was placed on an inclined plane of. rapid 


elevation, and so protruded’ upon the line of the 
contiguous street, as to admit of no relief to. the 
unequal height of the base, and an inconvenient 
access to the rooms. Moreover, it was brought, 
with its unfnished walls, into such near proximity 
to the office of the present State Department, as to 
indicate a design in the architect, if not to create a 
necessity, for the removal and destruction of that 
edifice. An examination of the interior arrange- 
ment of the structure suggested objections to the 
passage ways, and to the imperfect light which 
could be received into parts ofthe building. It was 
upon such observaticns, Mr. Chairman, that the 


architect was first called upon to explain the plan | 


of his work. Sir, it is proper I should state that it 
was hisinability to do this in a satisfactory manner, 
which induced to subsequent and more critical in- 
quiries into the matter, When asked the occasion 
for precipitating the building to gthe line of the 
street, and carrying the unfinished walls to the side 
of the building oceupied by the State Department, 
his excuse was, the positive command of General Jack- 
son to preserve the building of the State Department, 
and the necessity, therefore, of conforming the 
walls to the position of the old edifice, with a view 
of connecting them with it.. When it was pointed 
out to him that this object had not been regarded, 
inasmuch as the line of colonnade of the new struc- 


ture was several feet in advance, while the princi- . 


pal wall receded as far from the front line of the 
building, his reply was, that the front of the old 
building was to be cut off, and the colonnade ex- 
tended. It was then suggested to him that this 
would necessarily occasion the destruction of all 
the front rooms of thatbuilding. He said the front 
rooms must be taken away. When asked how he 
would dispose of the chimneys in that case, his 
reply was, they. must be taken down also. It was 
remarked to him, by the committee, that the win- 
dows. of the State Department did not.correspend 


. with those of the new building; his answer was, 


they must be altered and madeto conform. It was 


further objected, that the buildings were of different 
number and height of stories, that the floors. were 
not on the same level, that the passage ways did 
not coincide, and. would. not admit of communica- 
tions with. each -other; and now it was that the 
architect admitted, for. the first time, that there 
could be.no conformity short of an entire change in 


.the interior, and mostly so of the exterior struéture 


of the old building; and it might be best to take it 
entirely-away. ‘Thus, the new building had been 
forced into an inconvenient and improper position, 
and -arranged upon an objectionable plan of con~ 
struction, under the pretext of respect to a mandate 
to preserve the old, while the destruction of the old 
had. now become the preferable mode te the com- 
pletion of the new. Sir, upon. this exhibition of 
the reasoning and conduct of the architect,. the 
committee did, indeed, entertain distrust of his 
judgment and fidelity. The commission in his 
hands gaye no warrant for such an arrangement, 
either in the position or plan of the new Treasury 
building; and I will show that, neither inthe one 
nor the other, has he the sanction or the. authonjty 
of General Jackson. i o 

The law requires that the President “cause to 
be erected, on or near the site of the former Trea~ 
sury building, or any other public lot he may select, 
a fire proof buildng,” &c. In the only paper signed. 
by General Jackson on the subject, that of 6th 
July, 1836, which has been read, and which is both 
the evidence of the execution of: his ‘duty in the 
designation of the site, and his authority to the 
architect to engage in the construction of the work, 
he directs in so many terms, that the Treasury 
building be erected "on the old site.’ In con- 
connection with this, we have the word of the 
architect himself that he was specially enjoined to 
preserve the State Department. Indeed, the instruc- 
tions could not have been otherwise; nor in the 
absence of instructions, could any other interpre- 
tation have been given to the law. This latter 
building was comparatively new. It had- been 
erected since the last war with Great Britain, of 
durable materials, in a substantial manner, and at 
a cost exceeding the sum of one hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars. The reference by the President 
for the site of the new building was to the old Trea- 
sury; and, by enjoining the preservation of the 
State Department, he, in effect, prohibited all in- 
terference with it.. Sir, whatever may be the pre- 
tence that the President approved or understood 
the present position and extentof the new build- 
ing, it is utterly inconsistent with the little. attention 
which he had opportunity to give to the subject, 
and repugnant alike to his written designation of 
the site, and his more explict verbal direction to the 
architect. 

Wor is the architect better sustained in the plan 
which he is now prosecuting for the completion of 
the building. It is not the pian selected by General 
Jackson. Í say this advisedly. The plan of pre- 
sent execution could mot have been the plan of 
original design upon which the building was au- 
thonzed to be constructed. Does any doubt of 


‘this? Let him but examine the foundations and 


present state of the structure, and regard the clear 
indications to the necessary mode of its comple- 
tion. The whole design of the architect is to be 
seen in the drawing now suspended in the lobby, 
behind the bar. It presents the elevation of an 
edifice of given dimensions, corresponding with the 
front wallsof the present building, extended over the 
site oceupied by the State Department, and with a 
north wing covering the whole foundation of the 
Jatter building. It exhibits a corresponding wisg 
at the south, and a projection of like proportion in 
the centre. Such, Mr. Chairman, are the outlines 
of the plan, and such the sure indicaticas, from the 
actually existing state of the work, of the inten- 
tion of the architect to its execution. Was such 
a plan ever approved by the Executive? And, 
from the consideration that it must destroy the 
very thing which the late President insisted should 
be preserved, (the. building of the State Depart- 
ment,) the committee found, in the explanation 
of the plan given to them by the architect, a con- 
clusive fact against the possibility of there having 
been such approval. Upon inquiry into the de= 
signs upon the drawing of the soulh wing of the 
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building, it was said to be intended for the accom- 
modation of the Post Office Department. And 
surely such an object eould Not have been contem- 
plated by General Jackson in July, 1836. At that 
time, no want existed of such accommodation. 
The Post Office Department had then a convenient 
and appropriate building, and it was months after 
when the conilagration which caused its destruction 
ccuid have rendered any thought of this further 
provision proper. Sir, there must be some mistake 
m this matter. In the very loose and indefinite 
terms of the commission given to the architect 
may be found the source of much of the present 
difficulty. He is there authorized “to aid in form- 
ing the plans, making proper changes therein, from 
time to time;” and these changes it is that lay at the 
foundation of all the mischief. It was this au- 
thority which has substituted for the simple, neat; 
convenient, and economical plan of Mr. Elliot, 
which had been approved by the committee, the 
complex, ornate, incongruous, and extravagant de- 
sign of the present architect; which, instead of 
improving a bad ‘site by the judicious position.of 
an. appropriate edifice, has added to the inconve- 
nience of place by the faulty: arrangement of an 
imperfect and unauthorized structure. 

Mr. Chairman, lest I should be thought to press 
this point of objection beyond the degree of consi- 
deration to which it may be entitled, I beg leave to 
refer to a document which has not before come to 
the notice of the committee, to show that the design 
of the building, and consequently the expense in- 
volved in its completion, is not even now under- 
stood by the Government. In a communication 
made during the present session to the House by 
the Prexident of the United States, in answer to a 
resolutivn moved at the special session, I believe 
by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. EvErer,] 
is the folowing statement: 

“Aste Sth section of the act of July 4, 1836, under the au- 
thority of which this building has been commenced, provided 
only for the erection of an edifice of such dimensions as may 
be required for the present and future accommodation of the 
Treasury Department, the size of the structure has been adapted 
to that purpose, and it is not contemplated to appropriate any 
part of jhe building to the use of any other Department.” 

Su, I would respectfully ask, “what is the size 
of the structure,” now in the process of erection? 
We have the plan of the building. We see its 
foundations, and the present state of its walls; and 
where and how are these to terminate? They are 
now open at both ends, more nearly resembling the 
tunnel of a railroad than the “dimensions” of a 
building. Again, the President says: 

“As itis understoos, however, thatthe plan of the edifice ad- 
mits of its being completed either with or without wings; and 
that, if Congress should think proper, accommodation may be 
provided, by means of wings, consistently with the harmony of 
the original design, for the Department of State, and the Gene- 
ral Post Office, itis not thought that the public interest requires 
any change in the location or plan,” d&c. 

A report from the architect to the President is 
the authority for the understanding that “the plan 
of the building admits of its being completed with 
or without wings.” Mr. Chairman, I much fear 
that the confidence of the President has been 
abused in this matter. Sir, the plan of the build- 
ings is of a building with wings, and the plan can- 
not be execeted without them. The main en- 
trances woul? otherwise be cut off, and in no way 
else can the ends of the building now be finished, 
without violating every rule of architectural order. 
Your committee repeatediy and carefully inquired 


into this subject, and I feel well assured that there ` 


can be no completion of the present purts of the 
building, ‘‘no harmony of the original design,” but 
with the addition of the wings. This misappre- 
hension of the President is the assigned cause, too, 
why “it is not thought that the public interest re- 
quires any change in the location or plan.” It 
may be fair to infer that, with more correct in- 
formation from the architect, his conclusion would 
have been different in this respect also. 

I have thus endeavored to show that the inten- 
tions of Congress in regard to the passage of the 
law have not been regarded, either in the designa- 
tion of the site by the President for the precise lo- 
cation of the building, or the selection by him of 
the definite plans for its construction, but that the 
architect, availing himself of the opportunity which 
the absesce or sickness of the late Chief Magis- 
trate afforded, and under a misapprehension of 
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facts induced in the mind of his successor, has 
substituted the dictates of his own judgment, or 
taste, or interest, both in the design and the location 
of the edifice. ` The work derives ne sanction from 
the authority which was to direct to its construction; 
and the consideration of its defects, whatever they 
may be, is disembarrassed of all other reference 
than to their intrinsic character. 

It was, Mr. Chairman, ‘from the unsatisfactory 
result of their. own observations, that the Commit- 


tee on Public Buildings proposed to the President | 


to be permitted to call to their aid the advice of some 
skilful, experienced, and unprejudiced artist. Their 
application was promptly responded to, and, by the 
appointment of the President, Thomas U. Walter, 
esj. an architect of high and deserved celebrity, 
then and now in charge of the construction of the 
Girard College, in the city of Philadelphia, one of 
the most costly and magnificent structures which 
ever adorned any age or nation, was engaged in 
theirservice. -The report of this gentleman is upon 
the desks of members, and to the opinions which it 
expresses I shall advert hereafter. 

The survey and examination by Mr. Walter 
having resulted unfavorably to the character of the 
work, the committee, with a scrupulous regard to 
the feelings and interest of the architect of the 
building, submitted to him a copy of the report, 
and inviled an answer to the objections it contain- 
ed. That answer is also given to the House. It 
could be matter of no surprise that there should 
thus be exhibited a conflict of opinions, the almost 
necessary consequence of diversity of taste or judg- 
ment, or of varied practice and experience; influ- 
enced, too, on the one side by the pride of previous 
opinion and of deep personal interest. In the spirit 
of impartiality and of anxious inquiry after truth, 
recourse was again had to the authority of the Pre- 
sident to call to the assistance of the committee ano- 
ther well-qualified, unbiassed, and unprejudiced 
witness and judge of the work. In the report of 
Mr. Parris, appended to the printed report of the 
committee, we have the opinion of an architect to 
whose science, eminent skill, and large experience 
in his profession, the highest testimonials were of- 
fered, and whose judgment in the matter it will ill 
become less instructed and competent men to resist. 
That judgment is in accordance with the report of 
Mr. Walter, and condemns the structure, in its de- 
sign and progress, from the very inception of the 
plan to its present point of execution. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been the occupation and 
the duty of some portion of my life to consider the 
character of human testimony, to analyze, compare, 
and weigh facts and circumstances, and to arrive 
at conclusions from the prevailing power and force 
of evidence. The situation of witnesses is no in- 
considerable element in the credit which should be 
given to their testimony. On the subject under dis- 
cussion, we have, on the one hand, the confident 
assurance of the architect of the building in the fit- 
ness and thoroughness of the work, and, on the 
other, the impeachment, by two artists, both of the 
plan and execution. 

I have before referred to the different positions in 
which these gentlemen stand to the subject; the one 
implicated in his conduct, his professional reputa- 
tion involved, and the continuance of his employ- 
ment here, perhaps, depending upon the issue of 
this investigation; the others involuntarily brought 
from a distance to an examination of the work, pre- 
viously unapprized of its supposed defects, uncom- 
mitted by the expression of any previous opinion, 
and to be affected by no possible result. The pre- 
ponderating claim to confidence might well be de- 
termined from these considerations alone. But 
there are other circumstances which are proper to 
be brought to view in this connection. The archi- 
tect of the building, in his report to the committee, 
chalienges what he is pleased to term the theory of 
the other artists against his long and successful prae- 
tice; and, in support of the latter, points “to nu- 
merous fire-proof buildings erected by me” in South 
Carolina, and to ‘some of the custom-houses de- 
signed by me, and erected within the last Ave or six 
years in New England,” particularly at Newbury- 
port and New Bedford, in Massachusetts, and New 
London and Middletown, Connecticut: an? to “the 
custom-house stores in Baltimore, now under còn- 
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struction, and: designed. by me asa fire-proof 
building.” ae : ae 

Mr. Chairman, in respect to his claims to merit 
for the design of the. custom-house' stores in Balti- 
more, I beg to have read a letter from the archi- 
tect employed in the erection of that building, ‘ad- 
dressed to an honorable ‘member of this Flouse, 
which I send to the table. 


BALTIMORE, April 11, 1838. 
To Mon. B. C. Howarn: 


Resprcrep Sin: I have taken the liberty of intvuding on 
your time by asking the favor of you to explain to the Presi- 
dent of the United States an error I have seen in Mr. Robert 
Mills’s (architect) reply to Mr. Lincoln, and the architects Mr. 
Thomas U. Walter and Mr. Alexander Parris, on the ineffi- 
ciency of the structure of the ‘Treasury building. Mr. Mills 
says, in his reply, “ the eustom-house store in Baltimore, 
now under construction, designed by me.’ Sir, this asser- 
tion is altogether erroneous, as 1 will prove to you. From the 
first day, I was employed by the Commissioners,’ Messrs. 
Joseph White and James Howard, appointed to have this 
house constructed. On entering on my duties the fi st day, 
the Commissioners laid before me a general. plan, and other 
sketches and plans designed by Mr. Mills, engineer and archi- 
tect, and other plans designed by Colonel Small, of Baltimore, 
with instructions that I should ‘examine those plans carefully 
until the next day, when they would meet, and I should report 
to them my opinion of the plans, whether there was any that I 
would recommend at their meeting, I made an unfavorable 
report, not accepting any of the plans submitted for my con- 
sideration. I was then instructed by the Commissioners to 
make drawings, and at as early a period as possible, and sub- 
mit them for their consideration. On their examining my 
plans they approved of them. They sent the plans to Wash- 
ington for examination, and they were there approved, sent 
back to the Commissioners, and I have built by them ‘in this 
particular way. ‘ Vive tee t 

Icannot see how Mr, Mills can claim, in his reply to the re- 
port ofthe commitice ofthe House of Representatives, that he 
designed the plans of the custom-house storein Baltimore, i 

Sit, this assumption on the part of Mr. Mills I deem an in- 
justice to me as a mechanic and draughtsman, who can design 
his own plans of edifices, and execute their construction after- 
wards, * ; t: 

I will not trespass on your time, as I knowit is all-important, 
but would beg of you the favor to inform the President and 
the Committee on Public Buildings of the grievances of which 
1 complain. Your obedient and humble servant, 

JOHN F. HOSS, 

Mr. Chairman, I apprehend that, upon inquiry, 
the architect will be found scarcely more meritori- 
ous in relation to some of the buildings to which 
he has called the attention of the committee, as 
designed by him, and erected in New England. ` If, 
by the use of these terms, he intends only that he 
furnished plans and drawings for such buildings, 
or, in respect to some of them, that he directed the 
mode of construction and order of work, I have no 
authority to gainsay the expression; but that, in 
any other sense, he erected or designed the buildings, 
or, in regard to some of them, knows even in what 
manner they were executed, I may be permitted to 
doubt. In one thing, at least, he is, as I am in- 
formed, greatly mistaken. He claims tha, at the 
time of his engagement upon the custom-houses in 
Massachusetts, he “ found not a single bricklayer 
that knew how to turn a groin ;” and that ‘ up to 
that day, such a thing as a brick-groin was not to 
be found in New England.” Sir, against. this 
pretension of vanity, ithas been stated to me, from 
a source not to be questioned, that long before Mr. 
Mills ever saw New England, or had himself 
“ turned a groin,” the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, in Boston, one of the noblest structures 
in that beautiful city, abounding in public ‘edifices 
of the most approved models, had been constructed 
in its basement.story upon precisely the same prin- 
ciple of arching; and that the practice was there 
well understood and familiar to mechanics.» The 
fact imporis but little of itself, but may serve to 
disabuse the public mind of false confidence in the 


genius and experience of the architect. 


And here I gladly dismiss both the Architect of 
the Public Buildings and his report to the commit- 
tee from further consideration. It seemed to’me 
necessary to have bestowed upon them thus much 
particularity of attention, as upon the degree of 
credit to which they are entitled may, in a great 
degree, depend the disposition of the subject-matter 
under discussion. Sir, I again repeat, that, in what 
I have said, I indulge in no unkind feeling towards 
the individual. It is to the merits of his work of 
construction, to his capacity and fidelity in the ser- 
vice in which he has been engaged, and to the effect 
of his labors upon the public interest, to these, and 
to these alone, as brought to the view of the commit- 
tee, within the seope of their duty to the House 
and to the country, that have directed my re- 
marks. I now pass to the provisions of the bill 
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itself, and to the grounds upon which it is sustained 
by the committee by whom it has been reported. 

The first proposition contained in the bil is, an 
authority to the President of the United States “to 
cause the unfinished walls of the Treasury build- 
ing, now in the progress of construetion, to be 
taken down;” and the report of the Committee on 
the Public Buildings justifies the proposition, by 
representations of the unsuitableness of the plan to 
the site of the building, the bad arrangement of the 
interior parts of the structure, and the defective 
character of the work. Of these in their order. 

To the first point of objection I have already had 


occasion to call the attention of this committee, - 


when referring to the act of Congress under the 
authority of which the building was commenced. 
That act contemplated a simple edifice for the 
accommodation of the Treasury only; and the ap- 
propriation of $100,000 to the object may be 
regarded as some indication, at least, of its antici- 
pated cost and extent. Butit is not to the enlarge- 
ment of the plan of the structure that the objection 
is intended to apply. This may, indeed, transcend 
the authority of law, but is not a matter within the 
appropriate cognizance of the committee of which 
I have the honor to be a member. Itis to the 
plan of the building, in connection with its actual 
position, the means of access to its accommoda- 
tions, and its convenient occupation and use. 
These are not now subjects for doubt or specula- 
tion. The foundations of the building are laid, and 
the superstructure has risen upon them. They are 
visible to the eye, and the defects are obvious to the 
remark of every observer. Will gentlemen but 
accompany me to the site of the edifice, they will 
there see an extended base of several hundred feet, 
upon an inclined plane of more than fourteen feet, 
with one end buried in the earth, and the other 
elevated as far above the adjoining foot-way. 
They will find the face of the building so pro- 
troded upon the line of the street as to allow room 
only for a passage from the side-walk to the plat- 
form of a splendid colonnade, and thence to the 
principal halls, by a flight of narrow side-steps 
perpendicular to the base, and under. which, also, 
must be the entrance to the front corridor of the 
basement. They will see, to their greater surprise, 
as I apprehend, what must be an anomaly in the 
process of architectural construction, the front and 
rear walls of a stone edifice carried to the height 
of two stories, with both ends open from the foun- 
dation, and with a durable brick building in the 
way of closing the one, and no authorized or deter- 
minate mode for completing either. Had the build- 
ing been but thrown back from the street, and con- 
structed upon the design approved by the Committee 
on the Public Buildings of the last Congress, bad 
as was the site, all these difficulties would have 
been avoided. By any mode in which it may now 
be finished, its position will be most awkward, its 
approach inconvenient, and-its general appearance 
reproachful to the architectural skill and taste of 
the country. . 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have yet to learn upon 
what precise plan it is proposed even that the un- 
finished walls shall be carried out. They are now 
of unequal extent from the centre; and at the north, 
which is their shortest arm, approach within some 
three or four feet of the building occupied by the 
State Department. Here is no room for extension, 
but over the foundation of that edifice. What, 


then, I ask, is to be done? Is it the intention ‘to ~ 


desiroy this valuable building? The plan, which 
hangs in the lobby behind me, indicates this. It is 
the plan of the architect; and one of the wings, de- 
lineated in the drawing, is made to occupy the very 
site of the present building. Orare the wallstotermi- 
nate with their present extent? How, then, is the 
building to be closed, and in what manner the end 
finished?) The committee were told, in answer to 
the objection, that the front approach was narrow 
and inconvenient; that the main entrances were 
designed te be at the ends, directly opposite to the 
principal halls, or passageways, of the building. 
But what space is there left for this accommoda- 
tion, either for entrance or light to the passages 
between the two buildings, now brought almost 
into juxtaposition with each other? And at. the 
other extremity, too,.the south end of the building, 
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with its main entrance fourteen feet above the level 
of the ground, what here is the plan of completion? 
and how are you to ascend from the street? If the 
design, as shown upon the plan, be carried out, the 
building is yet to be-exfended in this direction some 
ninety of a hundred feet; and steps descending from 
thatextremity, at the elevation of the passageway, 
will reach far into the avenue, upon the seath. 
Sir, if any one knows what is the present plan of 


execution, he has more information than I have 


been able to acquire. f 

A second reason with the committee for report- 
ing the bill was the bad arrangement of the inte- 
rior of the structure, and the want of adaptation 
to the purposes for which it was designed. These 
objections rest not in taste or opinion only. The 
defects are palpable, primary in importance,.and, 
in the present advanced state of the building, be- 
yond remedy. They consist in the narrowness 
of the halis or passage-ways, and the want of pro- 
vision for the admission of sufficient light to the 
rooms. The building, carried out according to 
the plan, will be 456 feet in length, while the prin. 
cipal halls, running longitudinally through thi 
great extent, when finished, in the three upper stos 
ries, willbe hardly more than nine feet in width- 
and, in the basement, but little exceeding eight. 
On this part of the subject, I beg leave to read an 
extract from the report of Mr: Walter, as descrip-: 
tive of the character and consequences of this fault 


of construction: 

“FI should remark,” says he, “that all the passages in the 
building are entirely too narrow for either beauty, convenience, 
or comfort. The main passage, by which all the rooms are 
approached, will be fonr hundred and fifty-six feetin length, 
(should the whole design be carried out,) while its width is 
only nine and a half feet. The only means of lighting this 
passege is by a window of four feet by eight at each end, and 
thesecondary light it may receive from the’ cross entries, stair- 
ways, and glass that may be inserted in the doors. All these, 
however, Will not amount to much. A passage as long as the 
one in question should have been atleast fifteen feet wide, with 
as much light at each end 2s conld possible have been intro- 
duced. Ampler arrangements siould aiso have been made 
for introducing intermeciaie lights.” 


I may permitted, I trust, to refer also to the au- 
thority of Capt. Parris, in support of the opinion of 
Mr. Walter. He states, that— 


“Considering the length of the building, the number of rooms 
to be entered through this passage, the many occupants and 
others having occasion of ingress and egress tbrough itin my 
opinion, this great thoroughfare for the whole building should 
have been, at least, fifteen feet in width; and I have not seen 
any sufficient reason for confiaing it to its present reduced 
limits. Tconsider this defect without remedy.” 

On the authority of these two experienced and 
accomplished artists, it mightseem that the objec- 
tion was conclusive. Bhat Frest not here. There 
are facts, in the practice of the architect of the 
building, which speak a language as unequivocal 
as the opinions I have cited. The Patent Office, 
now in the course of construction, under his super- 
intendence, of little more than one-half the extent 


of the Treasury building, has a passage-way of 


` fifteen feet; and wehave all seen upon our desks, 


at the present session, a plan for a Marine Hos- 
pital, prepared by this very architect, of less than 
two hundred feet in length, with a like breadth of 
fifteen feet passages. Wherefore, then, this great 
contraction in the most necessary and oft-frequent- 
ed part of the Treasury building? Whether it re- 
sult from mistake or design, the effect is the same, 
and alike injurious. Either fifteen feet passage- 
ways in a structure of one or two hundred feet in 
lengih are wastefully improper, or nine feet in an 
edifice of four hundred and fifty feet is insufferably 
defective. Had I not dismissed from regard the 
report of the architect, I might cite with effect his 
distinct admission that, “in respect to the width of 
the corridors and passage-ways, it would have add- 
ed much to their beauty had they been half as wide 
again;” and, as regards the lighting these corri- 
dors and passage-ways, the pregnant expression of 
a belief only “that they will not be deficient in 
light, but that they will be sufficient for the trans- 
action of the business of passing to and fra!” I 


will apply to this but the single comment, that,’ in | 


the present advanced state of architectural science 
and improvement, that must be but an ijl construc- 
tion, indeed, of a national edifice, which is less am- 
ple in all its proportions than good taste demands, 
and can only subserve, by its accommodations, the 
most necessary and restricted uses. 

Another branch of the same general objection of 
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want of adaptation in the. arrangement of the 
building to the purposes of its consiruction is, the 
deficiency of lightin the-front-yange of rooms of 
the basement and-attie stories. In the former, the 
light can be bat. secondary and very imperfect... It 
is first to be admitted through a thick wall; by. win- 
dows of only four feet square, into a corridor under 
the platform ef the colonnade, and thence into the 
rooms back of the corridor. The dimensions of 
the windows of the attic are the same, and these 
will be much obscured by the columns and enta~ 
blature of the colonnade. The light, whatever it 
may be, must be admitted near the floor, below the 
level of the height of ‘the desks, and will not be 
sufficiently reflected for the necessary use. With 
this statement of position, it can hardly be neces- 
sary to seek the opinions of architects, to satisfy 
any considerate mind of the efect. But the decla- 
rations of Messrs. Walter and Parris are so direct 
and explicit to this point, and- so brief withal, that 
I hope to be pardoned a reference to them: . The 


former remarks: . : . 

“The rooms in the basement story will be entirely too dark 
and damp for office purposes, and the apartments in the. third 
(attic) story, having windows but half the size of those below, 

-wili be so darkened by the colonnade as to render them almost. 
useless. The only comfortable rooms in the building will, 
therefore, be found in the first and second stories, which em- 
brace but seventy-five apartments.”’ $5 

The latter gentleman expresses the opinion that,, 


from such observations as he has been able to make 
of the rooms in ‘the basement story, ‘‘they will be 
entirely too dark for the occupation of clerks,.and 
too damp, when closed, for the deposite of papers.’* 
In relation to the attic, he observes; j 


“The windows of the attic are too small. I was informed by 
the superintendent of the work that they are to be only four feet 
square, the top coming only five feet above the floor, The 
soffit, or under side of the enrablature, will be placed but a 
small distance above the tops of the windows. Alt these ar- 
rangements combine to render the rooms dark, and, in my 
opinion, they will not be sufficiently lighted, especially in 
par weather, to render them suitable for the occupation of 
clerks.’ 


Is this, Mr. Chairman, a building to satisfy the 
expectations or the wants of the Government—a 
building in which one-third of the rooms are 
utterly useless for all needed purposes? Sir, 
let it be remembered that this House of Represen- 
tatives, by a resolution of the last session, called 
upon the President for information of the number 
ef apartments, which would be required for the 
business of the Treasury. Inow hold in my hand 
a report to him from the Seeretary of that Depart- 
ment, -by which it appears that .132 rooms were at 
this time wanted. The act, however, ‘under 
which thè building is being erected, directs that pro- 
visicn be made, not only for the present, but for the 
future occasions of the Department.. The present 
edifice is to contain but 150 rooms in the whole 
and such portions of these unfit to be occupied as 
to reduce the number below the immediate require- 
ment. Sir, I submit it to this committee if such 
manifest violation of the intention of the Legisla- 
ture is not sufficient cause of itself for arresting the 
further progress of the structure. Let none be de- 
ceived by the suggestion that these objections are 
the dictates of apprehension merely, or the resulls 
of a misguided judgment even. There stand the 
walls, within view of this Capitol, as witnesses to 
facts.. There are the narrow and dark corridors, 
and damp cells of the basement, to speak for them- 
selves. There are the contracted halis and pas- 
sages of the first and second stories in the uprising 
superstructure, with its open and exposed ends, to 
be seen and measured, in all their length and 
breadth. Feet and inches will not lie. The attic is 
yet to be added. But the plan of construction which 
has been commenced must now be pursued. The 
entablature, with its frieze and cornice, must sur- 
mount the columns, with their capitals, and the win- 
dows be placed within the obscuration of light 
which they will occasion. That “these rooms will 
be too dark for the occupation of clerks,” we have 
the opinion of skilful builders, and neither the facts 
nor the effects will my own jadgment permit me to 
doubt. Here, then, we are again brought to a 
stand. The inquiry is directly and pertinently pre- 
sented, shall an imperfect building, in a bad loca- 
tion, and upon an objectionable plan, with jour sto- 
ries of rooms needed for occupation, and but two 
suitable for use, be carried to its completion; or 
shall the work of construction stop, the incumbrance 
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be removed, and more fit and appropriate arrange- 
ments made for the future better accommodation 
of the Department? This inquiry it is now among 
the duties, and upon the responsibility, of this com- 
mittee and of this House to decide. 


Yet, with all these causes of objection, the com- - 


mittee might still have hesitated in recommending 
the demolition of the walls of the building, at the 
consequent sacrifice of a heavy expenditure, but for 
the admonition of another and more fatai defect, 
which rendered the duty equally clear and impera- 
tive. The architects who were employed to exa- 
mine the structure, have condemned the work as 
deficient in the requisite strength and security, 
This ebjection depends upon principles of architec- 
tural science, and a rightful. application of the 
rules of art. Sir, I profess no judgment. in this 
matter above the skill and capacity, and fidelity of 
the artisans, who have been witnesses to the com- 
mittee, and whose opinions accompany the report. 
If they are to be relied upon, and their Judgment is 
worthyjof any degree of confidence, here isan insu- 


perable difficulty in the way of further proceeding - 


with the work. The objection did not originate 
with the committee, nor is it obvious to any super- 
ficial and unpractised observation. I take occa- 
sion, in passing, here to say, that the representations 
of the architect of the building, in his appeal to the 
House, if they intended to apply to my associates 
or myself, are unfounded and unjust in this parti- 
cular. The committee have nowhere asserted that 
of which he complains. They have at no time 
made or given countenance to a suggestion that 
“the arches had already cracked,” that “the walls 
were falling,” or that “the building was already 
crumbling into ruins.” These are the imaginings 
of a jealous spirit, the cob-house fabrication of an 
artificer who builds but to show his skill on what 
he may mosi easily destroy. The opinions of the 
architects, Messrs, Walter and Parris, are the war- 
rant to the committee for the impeachment of the 
strength of the work. To this point their language 
is so unequivocal and decisive, that I must crave 
the patience of gentlemen while I read some brief 
extracts from their reports. 

“The second objection advanced (says Mr. Walter) is the 
weakness of the structure. My decided opinion in reference to 
this subject is, that aB the outside walls are entirely too thin 
and too weak for so large a vaulted building as the one in ques- 
tion. These walls should have been, at least, three and a half 
feet thick, exclusive of the ante, (or pilasters, as they are com- 
monly called;) instead of which, they are oniy two feet three 
inches. Aud here, permit me to remark, that the strength 
which would have been derived from these anta, had they been 
constructed according to the principles of stereotomy, is not 
only lost by the manner in which they have been built, but the 


walls, which would have been too weak without them, are 
actually rendered weaker by their introduction.” 


He describes these ante as “occurring in every 
eleven feet around the whole building,” and adds: 


They ‘should have been constructed In courses correspond- 
ing with those ofthe ashlar, so as to have formed a band with 
it; but, under the existing circumstances, the band of the ashlar 
is cut of from the bottom to the top of the building, on each 
side of every one of the ante; while the antæ themselves afford 
little or no resistance to lateral pressure, being composed of 
large stones get oa the end of each other, without a single 
cramp or tie to hokl them to the ashlar, or a dowel to keep 
them in their places, Wo have, therefore,a straight joint on 
each side of every ants, extending its whole height, by which 
all the horizontal band of the wall is destroyed, except that 
which is obtained from the filling in of the brick work, which 
is so reduced by the thickness of the ashlar as to afford but Jit- 
te strength.” 

This, Mr. Chairman, let it be borne in mind, is 
the language of a professional architect, addressed 
to che Committee on the Public Buildings, upon the 
responsibility of his character, and the high obliga- 
tion to fidelity in the execution of a trust commit- 
ted by them to his skill and judgment. There is 
nothing doubtfal or equivocal, either in the descrip- 
tion he gives of the work, or the condemnation 
which he pronounces upon it. If there be error 
in either, it boldly challenges correction. Nor is he 
less explicit in his objections to other parts of the 
work: 

u Another defect is evident (says he) in the vaulting of the 
vestibule on 15th street These arches are all groined; and 
one-half of their horizontal thrust is resolved on the front wall, 
without any counteracting influence whatever, except the wall 
itself, the bond of which is unfortunately cut off by the outside 


aniw, at the very point upen which the thrust of the arches is 
concentrated.” 


' Again: 
"Ia the plans for the upper stories, I find that the rooms 


directly over the vestibule are increased by omitting two of the 
cross walls that occur in the lower story, so as to throw the 
whole width of the centre building into one room of fifty-four 
eet in each of those stories, the whole of whichis to be groin- 
arched in their compartments, without any provision whatever 
for resisting the iatera} pressure of the arches. This plan of 
arching can never be executed’ with safety to the building. 
The arches in the lower story would probably stand, provided 
the centres. were kept under them, until the walls receive the 
superincumbent weight of the structure; but the fate of the 
upper arches, if executed upon’ the same plan, is certain.” 

As a striking illustration’ of what is meant by 
the horizontal thrust of the arches against the resisting 
power of the perpendicular walls, I cannot forbear to, 
refer toa demonstration of the character of this 
defect, in the descriptions given by Mr. Walter of 
the plan of construction proposed to be adopted in 
another public building (the new Patent Office) 
now in progress, under the superintendence of the 
same Official architect. It may serve, also, to test 
the greater confidence which is due to the “ expe- 
rience and practice of thirty years” of’ ‘the latter 
gentleman over the immutable laws of matter, and 
the well-settled principles of ‘science, which he is 
pleased to characterize as the: “ theory” of his pro- 
fessional opponents. I read from the report of 
Mr. Walter, on page 16 of the printed document: 

“The plan ofthe grand exhibition room, which includes the 
whole ofthe upper story, (of the Patent Office) being about 
sixty-five feet wide by-two hundred and sixty feet long, pro~ 
vides for the same kind of vaulung as that of the lower stories, 
All the arches are to spring from columns to the exterior walls, 
suspending over this vast room more than 300,000 bricks, with- 
out any possibility of preventing the lateral thrust from acting 
on the outside wails; and that, too, almost at the very top of the 
building. Iad the exhibition room been vaulted on this plan, 
the building must have spread with the keying, and the arches 
come down with the centres, The horizontal thrust exerted by 
each of these arches upon the outside walls, and which is re- 
solved, in every instance, by the peculiar form of the arches, 
upon a single point, amounts to 12,256 pounds, while the resis- 
tance cNered, under the most favorable circumstances, will not 
exceed 6,500 pounds.” 

But I will not weary the patience of the com- 
mittee by reading further passages to show the 
want of soundness and substantial, enduring 
strength in the different parts of the structure. I 
earnestly commend the whole of the able report of 
this accomplished architect to the careful examina- 
tion of every gentleman before he gives a vote 
upon the subject. They will find there set down 
many more and not less decisive instances of de- 
fect than I have brought particularly to their no- 
tice. In the description of the character and con- 
struction of the work given by Mr. Walter, he is 
fully sustained by the judgment and opinion of 
Capt. Parris. Tbe latter pronounces decidedly 
“ that the walls of this building are not sufficiently 
strong to sustain the lateral pressure of the arches, 
to be continued above the present height.” Other 
architects, of no less reputation, have, with like 
explicitness, condemned the edifice. I have been 
informed that such was the result of the obser- 
vations of the superintendent of the new cus- 
tom-house in the city of New York, and of the 
principal constructor of the State House at 
Montpelier, in Vermont; gentlemen distinguished 
for professional talent, good taste, and the high 
degree of public confidence which they enjoy, and 
whose attention was casually drawn to the build- 
ing while recently on a visit to this city. I might 
also adduce the more frequent and familiar re- 
marks of respectable builders in and about the city, 
in connection with the extraordinary fact that, al- 
though the pian and consiruction of the building 
have been made the occasion of much severe criti- 
cism before ihe public, and of inquiry and close 
investiga uy the committee, for many months, 
and tais weii kūowa to the architect, he has not yet 
attempted to justify either his designs or his practice, 
by a single approving voice from another. Sir, it 
might seem that all this should suffice to satisfy the 
minds of honorable members on this floor of the 
insecurity andinstability of the structure. The po- 
sition which I cceupy in the Committee on Public 
Buildings, devolved upon me the task of offering 
this exposition of the sources of information, the 
evidence, and the results of personal observation, 
which induced to the repert; and, with no feeling 
or motive beyond a sense of duty, I am less solici- 
tous for the disposition which may now be made of 
the subject, than that it should be fully and right- 
fully understood here and elsewhere. 

Mr. Chairman, itis given as the deliberate judg- 
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ment of one of the architects, “that the defects are - 
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| beyond the reach of any remedy, and that the 


course dictated alike. by -prudence-and economy, 
is to take down the whole building.” ‘Concutring 
in this opinion, the committee have accompanied 
their report with a bill fer this. purpose... For. my- 
self, I see not how, on. any plan. which has, been 
suggested, aside from all exceptions to the supposed 
weakness of the walls, the ends are to be.closed, the 
light admitted, the entrance and passage-ways made 
convenient, and the building advantageously and 
appropriately finished. By an official statement 
from the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, it 
appears that, discarding fractions, the sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars has already been expended, 
and a farther sum of three hundred thousand dollars 
will be required for the completion of the building, 
making an aggregate expense of HALF A MILLION OF 
DOLLARS. I have seen another estimate, coming 
from the architect himself, which requires, for the ex- 
ecution of his plan, and which I verily believe is 
the only mode by which the building can now be 
finished, NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS! The 
calculations of others have carried it to a MILLION 
AND A HALF! 


Sir, I vouch not for the accuracy of any of these 
estimates. The latter may be, and probably is, 
too large; but it is not to be supposed that the archi- 
tect would swell the amount beyond the actual cost. 
And for what, I ask, is this heavy charge to be 
incurred? Fora building with which, when com- 
pleted, the Government and the country never can 
be satisfied—a building which will not answer the 
purposes intended by the law, badly located, incen- 
venient of approach, deficient in the required ac- 
commodations, and unsafe in its construction. 
Stop, then, the work at once. Do what the bill on 
your table proposes. Take down the imperfect 
and half-finished walls; and, if you would have a 
snitable edifice, employ a competent architect, se- 
lect a proper site, adopt an appropriate plan of 
adequate diminsions, in the language of the: law, 
“for the present and future accommodations of the 
Treasury Department,” and let the work be exe- 
cuted in a style consistent with economy, and ‘not 
dishonoring the good taste and architectural skill 
of the nation. 


I proceed now, very briefly, to show that the 
measnre which the bill is intended to effect,-in the 
removal of ‘the walls of the building, is recom- 
mended by considerations of economy, and will- be 
attended with an actual saving of charge upon the 
Treasury. `A few simple statements of calcula- 
tions and deductions will afford this demonstration. 
I have before me, Mr. Chairman, a written com- 
manication from Mr. Mills, the architect, address- 
ed to the Committee on the Public Buildings, from 
which I read the following: 


“Upon the questiou submitted to me, what would be the esti- 
mated loss of labor and materiais used in the new Treasury 
building, in the event of taking down the saine, to be used again 
in erecting a building ufon a new site, 1 would respectfully 
state as follows: 3 
“Ist. The present expenditures on this building 

amount to - - - - ` $200,065 79 

2d The value of the materiais and work, when 

taken out and removed to a place of safety, with 

those on the ground, are estimated at é 97,800 00 

$102,265 79 
‘3d. The site being changed,jwould render iduone- 
cessary to regrade and pave 15h street, and con- 
struct a culvert under’ the same, estimated at- 


which deduct) - : à ~ 20,000 00 


“Making the total estimated loss ~ + $82,265 79 
“dth. Inthe event of removing the building, there i 
will be no Recessity to take down or alter the pre- 
sent Biaise Department building, which. cost 
$100,000; and the saving here, which might pro- ` 
perly be carried to the credit side of the account, 
would be : $ < < ~ . 80,000 €0 


“Leaving an actual loss of only - a - 82265 79 


We thus have it from the architect himself, in 
plain black and white, and in precise, certain, 
arithmetical numbers, that the difference in amount 
of sacrifice between taking down the walls of the 
new building, or proceeding in their execution to 
the consequent destruction of the building of the 
State Department, will be but about twe. thousand 
dollars. Ihave before shown that the two’ build- 
ings cannot stand together. And this is the inevi- 
table alternative—either the old ‘must be- taken 
down, to give’ place to the execution of ‘the plan 


May, 1838. 


Bru Conce-2Qxp Sess. 


of the new, crihe walls of the new may be removed 

to the saving of the old. But these’are not all 
the considerations, in stating the account current 
of profit and loss. To the small balance even 
of $2,265 against the removal of the walls of the 
new building, I propose the great under valuation 
of the property in the old. It is represented to have 
cost, at least, $130,000. At the certain present 
value of $100,000, the difference, instead of being 
$2,265 against the removal, would be $17,735 in 
favor of the measure. To this is to be added the 
cost of a parapet wall, or stone terraee, along the 
line of the basement, to guard the front from the 
caving earth and’ brick of the adjacent sidewalk at 
one extremity of the building, and to- conceal the 
present exposed state of the rough foundation work 
at the other, as well as to give the appenrance of a 
herizontal line of colonnade, at an estimate of 
$20,000 more, Itis threatened that there will be 
claims for damages, also, to the abutters on the op- 
posite side of the street, by reason of reducing its 
grade, and obstructing a ready access to their build- 
ings; butas the right, at best, is questionable, I have 
not taken it into the account. Taking, then, the 
items only which are derived principally from data 
furnished by the architect himself, it results that, 
by immediately stopping the progress of the work, 
and removing the unfinished walls, rather than pro- 
secuting the plan and sacrificing the State Depart- 
ment building, a saving, at the least, little short of 
$40,000 will be effected. 

There is yet another view of the matter, which 
presents the cflect upon the interest of the Govern- 
ment ina more striking point of light. The esti- 
mated cost, by the architect, of the present plan of 
the building, if fuily carried out, including the loss 
of the State Department, is $900,900; but would pro- 
bably rise to a million. If the wurk is now arrest- 
ed, and the design heretofore approved by the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings substituted in its stead, 
the State Department building will be saved, and 
an edifice of ample dimensions, and. of plain and 
simple style of architecture, may be constructed 
for less than one-half the cost. But-if:the present 
plan be persisted in, the expense of the building ‘in 
progress is not only to be incurred, but it will im- 
pose the necessity, at no distant day, of a similar 
process of construction on the opposite side of the 
square, Itis well known that the building occu- 
pied by the Navy Department is defective, and 
must sooncome down. It was, originally, badly 
built, and was greatly injured by fire, set to it 
by the British, on their incursion to the city during 
the Jast. war, and is now not worthy of repair. 
‘Whenever it shall be rebuilt, whatever form of 
structure is adopted on the east of the Presidents 
square, to preserve uniformity must be conformed 
to on the west. Here, now, stands the building oc- 


cupied by the Department of War, a substantial | 


and valuable brick structure, corresponding in po- 
sition and appearance with that of the Department 
of State. The destruction of the one is but the 
signal for that of the other; and the sacrifice and 
the outlay are thus to be repeated, to the expendi- 
ture of another million of dollars. Let gentlemen not 
be blind to this scheme of extended and wild extra- 
vagance. Once-entered upon, it cannot be stayed. 
If the bill now before the committee shall be re- 
jected, my word for it, appropriation after appro- 
priation, without stint, will hereafter be required. 
The plan is but little understood, The object to 
which one hundred thousand dollars was first ap- 
propriated, now demands one million; and we have 
just seen how that will give occasion for a million 
more! But, Mr. Chairman, I hear the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, near me, [Mr. Perarin,] in 
an undertone, declare that he will not vote another 
dollar, either to build up orto pulldown. Sir, we 
must do ihe one thing or the other. The walls of 
the new Treasury building cannot be permitted to 
remain in their present condition. They now dar- 
ken the windows of the State Department, and 
the materials prepared for their completion incum- 
ber the public way. The eye of the gentleman 
himself would not long endure the offence of the 


unfinished pile, nor his spirit of economy rest satis- | 


fied with the wasle of property which might be ap- 
plied to a profitable use, [trust he will yet go with 
me for the bill, if for no other reason than as a 


Mr. Clay’s Resolution—Mr. Niles. 


measur eminently consistent with his own professed 
policy of “retrenchment and reform.” 


A single point more remains te be considered. 
Tn addition to the authority to the President “to 
cause the unfinished walls of the Treasury building 
to be taken down,” the bill provides: 


_ “That the materials shall be removed ard applied to the eree- 
tion of a fire-proof building of such dimensions and plans of 


arrangement as may be required forthe use and accommoda- 


tion of the Post Office Department, on the site of the Post Office 
building recently destroyed by fire.” g 

This application of the materials, the commit- 
tee who reported the bill were fully satisfied was 
recommended both by expediency and a regard to 
economy. The want of accommodations for the 
Post Office Department is scarcely less urgent thaa 
for the Treasury: Since the conflagration of the 
former building, the business of the office has been 
conducted in inconvenient and insecure apartments, 
and the accumulated valuable papers and records, 
the evidences and assurances of multiplied and ex- 
tensive contracts and disbursements, are consiantly 


exposed to the imminent hazard of. destruction. | 


If it shall now be determined, as I trust it will be, 
that the walls of the Treasury building be ta- 
ken down, the materials must necessarily, from 
their quantity, be removed to some other place, 
to prevent incumbrance’to the adjacent’ grounds 
and streets, and it would obviously, therefore, 
be most judicious to transport them directly to 
the spot, where they might be immediately 
and advantageously used. The stone, some- 
what defaced by the two-fold process of con- 
siruction and removal, aithough not substantially 
injured, will be less objectionable on the proposed 
site for the Post Office than in the more conspicuous 
position which will doubtless be selected for re- 
building the Treasury, and the construction of the 
building will be hastened at least a year by this 
direction to their application. That the materials 
are appropriate to the object is vouched by Mr. 
Walter, the architect, who, in answer to inquiries 
addressed to him on the subject, has certified that 
“there will: be no difficulty whatever in arranging 
the design for the Post Office so'as to bring all the 
materials of the Treasury building into use, with 
very great advantage!” In this opinion’ Mr. Mills 
also has expressed his entire concurrence, and pre- 
sented to the committee a plan fora building, in 
conformity thereto. 


Bat, Mr. Chairman, I hasten to a close, and to 
relicve the committee from the heavy tax which I 
have exacted from their indulgence. I have en- 
deavored to state, in a manner, I trust, to be under- 
stood, the weighty considerations which influenced 
the Committee on Public Buildings after a laborious 
investigation, extended through a period of nearly 
flve months, to report to the House the bill under 
discussion. Theirs was a task of duty; and they 
have performed it with reference only to the high 
obligations to its faithful discharge. The subject, 
as it was presented to them, related to property and 
business, and they have treated it, not as a poli- 
tical, but as a practical question, in which the 
necessary accommodations. of the Government, 
and the pecuniary interests of the People, were 
especially to be regarded, For myself, I have 
indulged, on this occasion, in none of those feel- 
ings of pride for a display of national taste, and 
of emulation for national distinction in the cultiva- 
tion and encouragement of the arts, which may weil 
become the statesmen of this great Republic, in an 
age of improvement in all which adorns a state of 
civilization and refinement. I have left it for this 
committee and this House to compare what is about 
to be done with that which already exists; to judge 
how far, in the construction of the public edifices, 
ina day of peace and prosperity, they will fall 
behind the liberality and grandeur which was in- 
dulged, ina time of debt, insecurity, and public 


embarrassment. I Jeave them to contrast the mag-. 


nificence of this Capitol, and the Executive Man- 


sion, erected by the order, aud in the far-reaching | 


wisdom, of enlightened and high-minded predeces- 


sors, with the design of structures which are about | 


to mark the period and the policy of their own 
legislation; and to decide for themselves how mneh 
the one will give pre-eminence to their fame, or he 
in keeping even with the standard of the other. 
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DEBATE ON MR. CLAY’S RESOLUTION. 
In Senate, May 25, 1838. 


REMARKS OF MR. NILES. 

_Mr. NILES said he regretted to see such distrust 
‘of the Executive branch of the Government in any 
question, and still mere, in that whence he had just 
‘witnessed it. Must not some confidence, and some 
discretion, be reposed in the Chief Executive offi- 
cers, acting’ under a high responsibility to the laws 
and the country? or is confidence only to be reposed 
in the banks?’ “Are we to presume that the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury will do wrong, and be governed 
in our legislation by mere suspicion? Sir, what are 
we called on todo? Why, in the first place, it is 


| Proposed to make the receipt of the notes of eigut or 


nine hundred State banks compulsory upon the 
officers of the Treasury; to legalize this immense 


“mass of paper money, and make it a tender for all 
dues to the Government. 


It would seem that this 
was going far enough, as it is placing the Govern- 
ment in a situation in which no individual is placed, 
and in which no bank is placed, as they all possess - 
and exercise the power of receiving or refusing the ° 


| notes of other banks, as they may think is for their 


own interest. But the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] is not satisfied. with this; he wishes to go 
farther, and compel this Government to disburse 
the bills of these nine hundred banks, however 
troublesome or inconvenient this may be to the © 
Treasury. After the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cray,] who introduced the resolution; seems’ to 
have become satisfied that such’a principle would 
be dangerous, and has moved to strike it out, the 
Senator from Virginia comes forward to sustain it, 
with a modification, providing that the bills which 
may be received shall not be presented to the banks 
issuing them, unless there be reason to believe that 
the bank isunsafe, This permission would amount 
to nothing, for how could your officers, who would 
be required to take the notes of the most distant 
banks in the Union, know whether the banks were 
safe or not? The proposition would be a prohibi- 
tion against returning any notes received for re- 
demption or payment. 

In what situation, then, would this Government 
be placed? Why, sir, it would be compelled, by 
its own laws, to receive for revenues the totes of 
eight or nine hundred local banks, to retain them 
until wanted for expenditure, and then to disburse 
them, however inconvenient, and at whatever 
sacrifice. The object seems td be, sir, to make 
this Government the great absorbing power of the 


|| bank circulation of the country. Our officers are 


to be compelled to receive, to retain, and to pay 
out the paper currency of the State banks. We 
are to tie up our hands, and deprive ourselves of a 
right which belongs and is exercised by the hum- 
blest individual in the country. We are to sub- 
ject this Government to restrictiens which the laws 


| of no State impose on any individual, nor on any: 
i| moneyed corporation. 
| is to be fettered and bound hand and foot, and to 


The Federal Government 


receive and pay out the multifarious local curren- 
cies of the States, which are not only unsafe, ‘but 
must be depreciated. 

Do gentlemen forget that bank notes are, and 
ought to be, a mere local currency; that they are, 
and always must be, at a discount at al! points 
remote from where they are issued. He spoke of 
a state of things when the banks are paying specie 
Will not the bills of a bank 
at Bangor be at a discount in Ilinois, where they 
will be receivable for the public Jands? and will 
not the notes of the banks of Ilinois be at a dis- 
count in Maine, where they must be received for 
customs? You propose, then, to force this Go- 
vernment to take depreciated paper, and, at the 
same time, to deprive it of the poor privilege, 
which belongs to every individual, of returning it 
upon the banks for payment, if it shall be found 
necessary. You propose to subject your Treasury, 
and the people who pay the taxes to supply it with 
funds, to restrictions which must not only be at- 
tended with great inconvenience, but expose it to 
heavy sacrifices. 

Is the Treasury of the whole country to be sub- 
jected to restrictions which are imposed on no bank 
in the country? Sir, the Bank of the United States, 
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instead of being compelled to receive the notes of 
all the local banks in the country, would not take 
even ils own notes issued by the different branches. 
It commenced in this way; but at an early period, 
in 1818, he believed, it adopted a different system, 
and the notes or drafts issued by the different 
branches were refused to be paid at the parent 
bank and the branches, except the one issuing 
them. This rule converted the branches into so 
many independent banks, so far as regards their 
issues; and this practice, which was believed to be 
in violation of its charter, was justified on the 
ground of necessity. The Bank declared that it 
could not carry on its business, that it could not 
exist, if compelled to receive the notes even of its 
own branches. As to the bills of the State banks, 
it refused all exeept those in the same town or 
place.. . 

The Senator from Virginia is afraid to trust the 
Secretary; he fears he will oppress the banks; and, 
on the ground of this suspicion, he wishes to take 
awy all discretion, and compel him not only to 
receive indiscriminately the notes of the nine hun- 
dred banks in the country, ‘but also to pay them 
out, whether it is for the interest of the Treasury to 
do it or not. ‘ f 

Mr. N. said he would agree with the gentlemen 
so far as this: that the discretion left with the Se- 
cretary was too great; but he regarded it as a con- 
sequence of the system of using the local currency 
of the States. The true remedy for this was to re- 
turn to the lawful and constitutional currency; that 
would remove all difficulties, and leave no occasion 
for a discretionary power. He would not, how- 
ever, say that there was not a middle course; he 
thought there was, and that the discretion of the 
Secretary might be limited and regulated by 
law; but his honorable friend had not gone 
to work in the right way to accomplish this 
object; he should apply his discriminating and re- 
gulating principles not to the disbursement, but to 
the receivability of bank notes. He does not seem 
disposed to do this; he wishes to throw open the 
door of the Treasury to all the local currencies of 
the States, and then to take away all discretion 
from the Secretary in regard to the same. Sir, if 
there is to be any restriction on Executive discre- 
tion, it must be in regard to the receivability of 
the notes of the local banks. This might be an 
improvement upon the present practice, and on 
this subject we are not without light to guide our 
course. This light is from a source which he 
hoped the Senator would respect, and which he 
was sure his friends over the way would -respect; 
they were bound to respect it. The authority and 
example was one which they could not disregard; 
it willnot do for them to deny that the late Bank 
of the United States acted on correct principles in 
the collection and disbursement of the public re- 
venues. And what was the practice of this institu- 
tion in regard to the local banks when the collec- 
‘tion and disbursement of the revenues was farmed 
out to it? The Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bex- 
ton,] informed us yesterday what it was; he read 
to the Senate the general rules of the bank, by 
which its conduct was regulated. These rules 
were, that the notes cf no State banks should be re- 
ceived for public dues except those of banks in the 
eity or place where the Bank of the United States 
or its branches were located. All State bank notes 
were excluded except those in the place where the 
payment was to be made. And the notes thus 
Teceived were to be returned once a week, and the 
balance demanded in specie or its equivalent. The 
notes of the State banks were not paid out. at all; 
they were returned on the banks issuing them week- 
ly for payment. Such was the manner in which 
your revenue was collected when it was farmed 
out to the Bank of the United States. But we 
heard no complaints then; this practice was not 
then deemed oppressive or unreasonable. Bat 
suppose the Secretary should adopt a course as re- 
stricted and unreasonable as this? My word 
for it, sir, the welkin would ring with cries of op- 
pression, distress, hostility to the banks, war on the 
currency, on the credit system, and the like. The 
bare suspicion that the Secrelary may pursue an 
illiberal course towards the State institutions alarms 
the Senator from Virginia; he cannot trast the off- 
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cers of the Government, acting under a higi re- 
sponsibility, but he can trusta bank, acting with- 
out responsibility, and governed by no other prin- 
ciple than its own interest. Ought not your own 
Treasury to be placed on as favorable a footing in 
regard to the local banks asa great moneyed in- 
stitution, which had the use of your revenues for 
nothing, or the mere trouble of collecting ? 

Sir, said Mr. N. I am willing to restrict the Se- 
cretary by enacting the rules of the late Bank of 


the United States; indeed, he would be more libe- | 


ral, more indulgent, and enlarge the circle of the 
banks whose notes should be receivable, and be 
Satisfied with their being returned for payment once 
a month, instead of once a week. 

It seems to be Supposed, sir, that there is great 
hardship, that there is something oppressive, in 
calling on the banks to redeem their bills, Weare 
to be compelled to receive them, with an express 
prohibition against presenting them for payment. 
On what ground is it, that it is claimed we ought to 
receive the notes of specie paying banks? Is it not 
on the ground of their convertibility; that they are 
equivalent to specie, becanse they can be convert- 
ed into specie on presentment? No one, sir, dares 
to propose the receipt of inconvertible paper; but 
we are called on to take convertible paper, because 
it is equivalent to specie, and can at any moment 
be exchanged for specie; and, in the same breath, 
it is proposed to take away its convertibility, and, 
so far as the United States are concerned, to re- 
duce it to a level with irredeemable paper. Such 
appeared to him to be the strange inconsistency of 
those who urge the propriety of receiving the issues 
of specie paying banks, and yet wish to take from 
the Treasury the power of demanding specie for 
their bills. 

But, sir, it is not difficult to see the scope and ob- 
ject of the resolution before us. It is intended to 
make this Government the general absorbent of 
the paper currency, and this, on the ground, in 
part, of aiding the banks in resumption. At a 
time so critical and peculiar as the present, we are 
to apply a powerful stimulus to the banks. And 
why shall we do this? We are told, to aid the banks 
in resuming. Butthe solveat and prudently con- 
ductly banks do not want this artificial aid; they 
are resuming without it; they choose to stand on 
their own strength, and know they could stand on 
no other. 

The error in our legislation, for sone years past, 
has been, that we look only at the peculiar state of 
the revenue and the country at the present time. 


Congress has not acted with even the ordinary fore- 


sight which belongs to individuals. Many years 
ago, the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wes- 
STER] said that, ia matters of finance, it belonged 
to Government to have a little more foresight than 
pertained to private individuals. It was a very 
just observation, but he regretted that the Senator, 
jn his course since, had not been more fortunate in 
illustrating his own maxim. 

Without going back father than 1834, what has 
been the legislation of Congress in regard to the 
revenue and the monetary affairs of the country? 
At that period, there was a scarcity of money, and 
a stagnation of business; and not looking beyond 
the existing state of things, it seemed to have been 
supposed that the importations would be greatly 
reduced, and that the revenue would rapidly fall 
off. Anempty Treasury was then the subject of 
apprehension; and bold and persevering attempts 
were made to alarm the country on this account. 
The bauks would not be able to do any business; 
commerce would decline, and all the sources of re- 
venue be dried up. He did not know that any legis- 
lation was consummated, springing from the views 


of the subject; but this was owing to the disagree- | 


ment between the two Houses. But the majority in 
the Senate then entertained the sentiments he had 
expressed. They ,wished to adopt measures to 
stimulate the action of the benks, and revive com- 


merce; and without the aid of Congress, it was con- 


fidently asserted that the monetary affairs of the 
country could not be restored to a heaithful state, 
and commerce could not revive. 

But what was the result? Congressdid nothing, 
yet in the autumn of the same year, the Bank ofthe 


United States commenced a rapid expansion, and : 


the other banks followed, which. continued during. 
the years °35 and °36. Business became unusual- 
ly active, the importations during the two years, 
exceeded by nearly one hundred millions the ex- 
ports, as well as the general average of importations 
for the five preceding years. The sales of the pub- 
lic lands were equally unprecedented, amounting 
in the two years to more than forty millions; and- 
the revenue flowed into the Treasury like a flood 
tide, so that instead of an empty Treasury, the - 
great difficulty was to get rid of an immense and 
alarming surplus. To dispose of this surplus, and 
diminish the revenue, was the great object at the 
last two sessions of Congress. Having disposed of 


‘the surplus in 1836, Congress in 1837, was occu- 


pied during the whole session in devising measures 
to reduce the revenue. A bill to check the sales of 
the public lands, by confining them to actual settlers, 
and a bill to reduce the imports were among those 
measures. Fortunately they were nct consummated. 
All these measures originated from the state of 
things existing at the time, without apparently 
much foresight, as to the changes which might rea- 
sonably have been anticipated. 

And now, sir, with this experience before us, we 
are still going on in the same way; we are legisla- 
ting for the present condition of the country, with- 
out the least foresight; the blunders of preceding 
years are lost upon us; we are as blind as ever, 
and cannot see beyond the present moment. Sure- 
ly, sir, we afford but litle evidence that Congress 
possess more foresight than belongs to individuals. 
We are now urged to adopt this resolution, to ap- 
ply. a powerful stimulus to the banks, toforce them 
into premature action, and by forced means, give 
activity to business. : If this, or any other measure, 
would have such an effect, that would be the 
strongest reason why it should not be adopted. 
Shall be go on making Jaws for the present mo- 
ment only, or shall we look a little ahead? Shall we 
suffer the lessons of the past to be entirely lost? 
Surely, sir, no great sagacity is necessary to per- 
ceive that the present state of things cannot con- 
tinue long. The tide has long been cut, and is 
now beginning to return, and shall we thought- 
lessly build our house at low-water mark, so as 
to be swept away by the returning flood. Are not 
the fluctuations, the flood, and ebb tides iu our 
monetary affairs and commercial interests, as cer- 
tain, although not quite so regular, as those of the 
ocean? 3 : 

Now, sir, is the time to have an eye to the future, 
and not to be wholly influenced by the present pos- 
ture of affairs. What the country wants is stabi- 
lity: stability in its legislation, its revenue, its cur- 
rency, and itscommerce. The revulsion has spent 
its force; the crisis is already past; the country is’ 
gradually recovering, and. business returning. This 
process has been going on its its natural way, and 
has gone'on as fast as it could with safety. To at- 
tempt to force it, will be highly dangerous, and 
probably eminently mischievous. When there has 
been a long course of over-action, brought on-by a 
redundant currency, the principal difficulty in get- 
ting back to a healthful state of things, is in re- 
ducing the currency and bringing down prices, 
which had acquired a factitious elevation. This is 
attended with sacrifices and sufferings, The coun- 
try has already passed through this scene: the cur- 
rency has been reduced from one hundred and fifty 
millions to one hundred millions of dollars, a re- - 
duction of thirty-three per cent. in one year; and 
prices are also reduced in proportion. Our imports 
having stopped, and the exports been continued, 
foreign exchange has become favorable, and specie 
is Howing into the country. In this state of things, 
the banks require no artificial stimulus: having re- 
duced their excessive issues, they cannot help re- 
suming. Resumption is a matter of course with 
all sound banks. He spoke of those banks which 
have reduced their circulation; but this was not the 
case with those in some of the Southwestern States, 
which. may not be able to resume for a considera- 
ble time. 

When the country has passed the crisis, and is 
recovering, and recovering as fast as it can with 
safety, will it be wise for Congress to interfere, un- 
der a mistaken idea. of aiding the banks and ré- 
viving business? How wasit, sir, in 1816, when” 
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Congress attempted to assist the banks in resuming? 
The excess in the currency then was vastly greater, 
and the resources of the country much less. At that 
time, the paper circulation had swelled to one hun- 
dred and ten millions, and was undergoing a pro- 
cess of reduction, wken the Bank of the United 
States was put into operation in 1817. That insti- 
tution checked the reduction, by introducing a new 
species of paper credit, and by discounting freely 
during the years 1817 and 1818. This gave a sti- 
mulus to business; and for one or two years the 
country enjoyed great apparent presperity. But 
this forced and premature activity was short, and 
soon followed by a relapse, and years of distress 
and suffering, almost unexampled. 

All the Western banks, and many others, had 
to suspend the second time, and most of them 
were entirely swept away. This was the result of 
the establishment of branches at the West which 
discounted freely. The notes they put out were 
sent to the Eastern cities for remittance, and the 
payments made to the branch banks were in local 
notes, and in that way a large. amount of the 
paper of the State banks fell into the branch banks. 
The sudden and dangerous extension of its loans 
and circulation by the Bank of the United States 
during the latter part of the year 1817 and 1818, 
brought that bank into a perilous situation, and to 
save itself it was compelled to commence a rapid 
curtailment. The large mass of paper of the 
State banks, in its Western branches, was con- 
verted into specie, which broke all the Western 
banks in 1819. 
rency commenced, and continued until the one 
hundred and ten miliions was reduced to forty-five 
millions, a reduction of about sixty per cent. This 
produced a rapid reduction of prices, and a scene 
of sacrifices, distress and suffering, almost unex- 
ampled in this or any other country. As late as 
1820, Mr. Crawford informs us, that notwithstand- 
ing the reduction of the paper circulation from one 
hundred and ten millions to forty-five millions, the 
currency then was far from being sound ; that the 
resumption was little more thau nominal ; and that 
a still further reduction in some sections of the 
Union must take place place before the currency 
could become sound. This opinion was proved to 
be correct, for it was not until the year 1824 that 
resumption was complete in all the Western States. 
Such, sir, were the fruits of forcing a premature 
resumption by the legislatton of Congress, and the 
application of an artificial stimulus. ‘The banks 
suspended in 1814, and the resumption was not 
complete, and the currency generally restored to a 
sound condition, before 1824, a period of ten years. 
And yet, sir, with these facts upon our records, and 
before the world, we are constantly reminded of 
the important and -beneficial agency of the Bank 
of the United States in bringing about specie pay- 
ments, and restoring the currency in 1816. ‘This 
beneficial ageney cost the country immense sacri- 
fices, and long years of distress and suffering, which 
might have been avoided had things been left to 
take their natural course. . The country. was re- 
covering, ihe redundance of the currency reducing, 
when the artificial stimulus created by the Bank of 
the United States was applied, which produced a 
forced resumption, and a premature restoration of 
business before the banks or the country were pre- 
pared for it. 

Sir, shall those lessons, so recent and so severe, 
be lost upon us? Shall we profit nothing by expe- 
rience? Shall we go on committing one blunder 
after another, shaping our legislation with reference 
to present circumstances alone—not looking ahead 
a single year, nor scarcely a single month? 

Sir, in the present condition of the country, no 
more foresight is necessary than what belongs to 
ordinary sagacity. The course of events does not 
depend on doubtful or uncertain causes, but on 
well known and well established. principles. The 
couniry has passed the crisis; the currency has been 
reduced thirty-three per cent. and as low as is re- 
quired; prices have been reduced, importations di- 
minished, foreign exchanges have become favora- 
ble; specie is flowing into the country; the sound 
and well conducted banks are resuming, and busi- 
ness is reviving. All thishas been accomplished 
in one year, and when the financial concerns of 
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| the Government have been separated from the banks; 
when in fact, sir, the Independent Treasury 
scheme, represented to be so hostile to the banks, 
has been in practical operation. The process has 
been going on fast enough; as fast as the condition 
of the country would admit; and as fast as its 
strength has been restored, its energies and activity 
have been displayed. . 

In this condition of the country, what course 
ought Congress to pursue? His opinion was well 
known; he was for confirming and establishing, by 
law, the practical separation, which has existed, of 
the Government from the banks; of. disconnecting 
our financial interests from theirs. This is the po- 
licy of the majority of ‘this body; but if we cannot 
carry it out, what then shall we do? Shall we re- 
move. the existing barriers ‘which, to a certain 
extent, do separate our revenues and our credit 
from the banks? Shall we open the door of the 
Treasury wider than it has even been, for the- re- 
ception of bank notes? Shall we apply to the banks 
in their present critical situation the powerful sti- 
mulus of the entire credit of this Government, and 
thus force them into action before they or the coun- 
try are prepared for it? Sir, the danger is not that 
the banks will be too.slow in their movements; it is 
the other way—that they will be too rapid; that they 
will extend their discounts and their credit too fast, 
and before the country is prepared for such a 
change. This isthe danger; and shall we contri- 
bute to increase it, by an uncalled for and danger- 
ous applicajion of our credit? Sir, it is time to act 
with caution, and with some little foresight. He 
beseeched gentleman, and particularly the majo- 
rity, to be careful how they moyedat a time so cri- 
tical as the present; to be cautious how they as- 
sumed the responsibility of measures which may 
give a sudden and dangerous expansion and en- 
largement to the currency and bank credits. What 
has been will occur again; the results which have 
been witnessed have not proceeded from accidental 
causes, but from fixed principles. If we apply the 
credit of the Government to the banks, they will 
suddenly extend their discounts, increase their cir- 
culation, and impart a factitious impulse to trade 
and every kind of business.. Importations will sud- 
denly become large, speculation will revive, and 
particularly in the public lands, and your Trea- 
sury will be once more overflowing. 

If, sir, the separation cannot be brought about, 
at this time, consistency requires that. we should 
remain where where we are. If we cannot ad- 
vance, let us not recede: if we cannot complete the 
separation, let us not bring the Government into 
a closer connection with the banks. It was often 
true of nations, as of individuals, that their greatest 
strength isshown in standing still. Let us remain 
where we are, and siand on the joint resolution of 
1816, and the deposite act of 1836. There were 
principles in those acts which produced a partial 
separation of the finances of the Government from 
those of individuals and corporations; the latter had 
occasioned an entire separation during the suspea- 
sion, and would continue it after resumption, so 
far as respected all banks issuing notes less than 
five dollars. 

He was was aware that the ground on which it 
is claimed that the Government should loan its 


that it will relieve the country.. But he denied that 
there were any examples in history that justified the 
interference of Government to relieve the people 
from the evils of a revulsion brought.on by a re- 
dundant currency. When ithad been attempted, 
it had increased the difficulties it was designed to 
remove. Engtand is the country to which we look 
for examples; and can gentlemen print to any 
there? What measures did Parliament adopt for 
the relief of the country at the commercial 
revulsions of 1793, of 1814, of 1825, and during 
the past year? Were the evils the nation suffered, 
believed to be within the reach of legislation? and 
if so, what were the remedies that were applied? 
Will gentlemen be so good asto inform us? In 
1825, it is true, or the following year, Parliament 
removed in part the monopoly of the Bank of Eng- 
land, so as to allow of private banking beyond 
sixty-five miles from London. But this was a re- 
medy very different from what is proposed here; 


credit to the banks, to aid them in resumption, is - 
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and the success of it has been a subject of contro- 
versy ever since in that country. 

In regard to the Treasury order of July 1816, he 
had but a word to say. . It has no doubt perform- 
ed the office expected from it at that time, and the , 
condition of the country is now very different 
from what it was then. Still a similar. state of 
things may occur, and that soon. He had at’ the 
last regular session voted for what was ealled the 
currency bill; that bill when ordered to be engross- 
ed, contained no principle inconsistent with the 


| Treasury order; it was only a re-enactment of the 


joint resolution of 1816, with some provisions of a 
restrictive character operating on the banks, and 
designed to exclude small bills, and favor the cireula- 
tion of specie. After the bill had its third reading, 
and when en its final passage, on the suggestion, 
he believed of the Senator from Kentncky, [Mr. 
Ciry,] a provision was inserted similar to that in 
the present resolution, which superseded the Trea- 
snry order. But with this principle in it, he voted 
for the bill very cheerfully, because it was then 
the policy of the Government to connect its financés 
with the banks, and threugh that connection to 
attempt to regulate their issues; or at ieast to jm--- 
pose restrictions and checks upon them. As long ~ 
as. this was the policy of the Government, he con- 
sidered the Treasury order as inconsistent with that 
policy, as a general rule, and regarded it only as a ` 
temporary measure. -To collect the revenue in 
specie to be immediately deposited in banks, and 
converted into bank credit, and -then to be loaned 
out again in sueh form as the banks saw fit, appear- 
ed to him a very useless operation, attended with 
inconvenience, and producing no practical results, 
as respects the introduction and circulation of 
specie. If the revenue operations of the Govern- 
ment are to promote the circulation of coin, it 
must be paid out as well as collected, for if de- 
posited in banks, they will use itas the basis of 
paper issues. As long, therefore, asthe revenues 
of the country were connected with the banks, he 
could see no efficacy in the Treasury order asa 
general principle. 

But the banks having exploded, and the deposite 
system failed, the policy of the Goverament is 
changed. We now propose to separate our fi- 
nances: from the banks, and to get back to the 
lawful currency as fast as we can, Wer 
defeated in this, but it is the present pol 
Administration and its friends. Under {=e cir- 
cumstances, he was not disposed to give up- any 
principle which produced a partial separation. If 
we cannot advance, he was not willing to recede, 
but hold fast to what we had gained; to occupy the 
ground we now do, and yield nothing which might 
bring us into a closer connection with the banking 
and credit system of the country. 

Believing that the Treasury order violated no 
principle, that there were reasons for applying a 
different rule to the lands, than may be applied to 
the customs—the first being a sale of public pro- 
perty at a fixed price, and not an indirect tax on 
the country, and regarding the order as consistent 
with the policy of a separation, jhe could not vote 
to supersede it, .The customs are a tax paid by 
the consumers, and if the currency varies, or sinks 
below- the proper specie standard, the whole coun- 
try has the benefit of it; not so with the revenue 
from the lands; that is only the consideration of 
public property sold, and if paid for in a deprecia- 
ted currency, the benefit goes entirely to the pur- 
chasers. It is in effect to reduce the price, which 
was fixed and established on a specie standard, and 
if that standard is reduced, the price is to the same 
extent reduced, and that for the exclusive benefit 
of the purchaser. He was aware, however, that a 
large majority of the Senate, believed that the Trea- 
sury order onght to be repealed, and he shontd be 
content With giving his own vote agains? that and 
every other part of the resolution. 


REMARKS OF MR. HUBBARD. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that in voting, as he should, 
against the passage of the resolution, he was un- 
willing that it should be inferred, from so doing, 
that he felt any hostility to the local banks. He 
had been, and he still was, their friend; and those 
institutions which should so conduct themselves ag 


344 


Börn Cone +-2np Sess. 
to deserve confidence and to merit support, would 
@ontinue to find in him a firm friend. He could 
not well conceive how the vote he was abeut to 
give conflicted with this sentiment. He had rea- 
sons for voting against the resolution, which, from 
the course the debate had taken, he felt himself 
now called upon to state; but there was not an 
unfriendly feeling towards the State institutions 
which mingled with those reasons. Fle had long 
been of the opinion that the true interests of all 
well regulated banks, and the convenience of the 
Government and the safety of its fands, demanded 
that an entire pract'cal separation ought to take 
place between the Government and the banks; that 
no longer should the affairs of the one be commin- 
gled with the affairs of the other. This he be- 
lieved both the interests of the Government and the 
interests of the banks demanded. It is now pro- 
posed by the resolution on the table, that hereafter 
no discrimination should take place as to the kind 


of money in which the public revenue should be- 


received; and the propriety of passing the resolu- 
tion must depend upon the construction: given to 
the joint resolution of April 30, 1816, and also upon 
the expediency of restraining the exercise of Execu- 
tive discretion under that resolution. If the reso- 
lution of 1816 is general, imperative, and obliga- 
tory, he entirely concurred with the Senator from 
South Carolina, that there would be no occasion 
for the passage of the joint resolution now on the 
table; but he totally differed with the Senators from 
Massachusetts and South Carolina as to the true 
character, the fair import, of the joint resolution ef 
April, 1816. It is contended by those gentlemen 
that the resolution is obligatory, absolute, and 
imperative; that it is general in its provisions and 
mandatory in its terms. 

He entirely differed from those gentlemen in this 
matter. Hedid not, for himself, believe that that 
resolution could fairly orjustly receive such a con- 
struction, That it had ever received such a prac- 
tical construction by those charged with the execu- 
tion of the laws, none would pretend. He had, on 
a former occasion, given, very much in detail, his 
views upon this subject; and alter what had been 
said pending this debate, he felt no necessity, or 
even a disposition, to repeat his former arguments. 
But he hazarded nothing in saying that, under 
every Administration since the adoption of the re- 
solution, the construction for which he now con- 
tended had been given toit. It has uniformly been 
regarded as a resolution, not general and universal 
in its obligations; not of the binding and absolute 
force of positive law; but merely permissive in its 
character. The law of 1789 required the revenues 
to be collected in gold and silver; special acts made 
Treasury notes receivable for the public dues; and 
the charter ofthe Bank of the United States had de- 
clared that the bills of that bank should also be re- 
ceived in payment of all taxes, and for debts duc 
the Government. The joint resolution of {816 was 
not called for to re-enact the provisions of those 
existing statutes. It neither added to, or took from, 
the power of those laws which made Treasury notes 
or the bills of the Bank of the United States re- 
ceivable. But the resolution was passed to correct 
an existing, a growing, and an alarming evil. The 
Treasury Department had, from necessity, during 
the period of the war, been obliged to receive 
for the customs, for direct taxes, and for every 
description .of the public dues, the notes of 
non-specie paying banks. This had been 
done not only without law, but against law. 
Necessity alone had compelled the Department to 
this cour e; and it was te check this evil that the 
joint resolution of 1816 was offered. The Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts says that when he first 
proposed the resolution, it did not contain the pro- 
vision permitting the receipt of the notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand in the legal 
currency of the country; that this was added by 
way of amendment. Suppose the resolution had 
been passed precisely in the terms in which it was 
offered by the Senator from. Massachusetts, would 
it have added an iota to the existing laws? Cer- 
tainly not. The purpose was to correct an evil 
practice, and not to enlarge the provisions of exist- 
ing statutes. And if Congress had adopted the 
Precise resolution offered by the Senator from Mas- 
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sachusetts, it would have been nothing more and 
nothing less than a declaration on the part of Con- 
gress, that the Secretary of the Treasury must 
thereafter desist from the receipt of local paper. But 
the resolution was amended; and will it be said 
that, by the terms of the resolution, the Secretary 
of the Treasury could require the revenues to be 
collected in the bills of the Bank of the United 
States, to the exclusion of specie, and of Treasury 
notes?. Certainly not. Will it be said that he 
could require the revenues to be collected in the 
bills of local banks, to the exclusion of ‘the notes 
of the Bank of the United States? Certainly not. 
The resolution provides that the Secretary of the 


| Treasury “adopt such measures as he may deem ne- 


cessary to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, 
debts, or sums of money accruing, or becoming payable to 
the United States, to be collected and paid.”. How? In 
what? Ist,in the legal currency ofthe United States; 
2d, in Treasury notes; 3d, or notes of the banks 
of the United States;” which media of payment were 
then, by law, provided and declared; aud the reso? 
lution further adds: “or in netes of banks which are 
payable, and paid on demand, in the legal currency of 
the United States.” He would ask that, if the reso- 
lution had simply provided that the Secretary of 
the Treasury “ought to adopt such measures as he 
may deem necessary to cause, as soon as may be, 
all duties, taxes, debts, &c. to be paid in the notes 
of banks which are payable, and paid on demand, 
in specie,” and contained nothing more, whether it 
would have repealed the act of 1815 making Trea- 
sury notes receivabie? and whether it would have 
made it the bounden duty of the Secretary to have 
received such notes? He thought this could not, 
with propriety, be contended? The very language 
of the resolation gives to the Secretary a discretion- 
ary power—it does not impose an imperious obli- 
gation. Itis either one thing or the other—it is 
either absolutely obligatory, or else confided to the 
sound discretion of the Secretary. He believed that 
this whole matter, by the terms of the resolution 
itself, was within the discretion and contro) of the 
Executive. He believed that the resolution was 
introduced and passed to correct an existing evil— 
to give to the Department the sanction of Congress 
that no farther disregard of existing laws, in the 
collection of the revenues, would be countenanced. 
Such a declaration was made necessary: the state 
and condition of the country, the leng continued 
practice of the Department, in the collection of ir- 
redeemable bank paper, absolutely required such 
an action on the part Congress, in order to produce 
a change in the practice. There was no alteration 
whatever in the obligation of existing laws, by the 
adoption of the resolation of April, 1816. 

By the sixteenth section of the charter of the Bank 
of the United States, which was incorporated in 
1816, it was provided “ that the deposites of the 
money of the United States, in places in which the 
said bank and the branches thereof may be esta- 
blished, shall be made in said bank and the branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
at any time otherwise order and direct.””. And by 
the fifteenth section of the same charter it was made 
the duty of the United States Bank to transfer the 
public funds from place to place, without charge 
to the Government, as the bank might be thereto 
required. 

After the adoption of the resolution, the notes of 
local banks which should be received in pursuance 
of its provisions constituted “ a portion of the mo- 
ney of the United States;” and if the construction 
given to that resolution by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts be correct, the Bank of the United States 
was bound to receive this description of money on 
deposite; and was equally bound to transfer it as a 
part of the public funds, as the Secretary of the 
Treasury might from time to time require, and that 
without charge to the Government. And yet one 
of the first acts of the Bank of the United States, 
after its incorporation, was a refusal to receive the 
notes of all specie-paying banks in deposite, and te 
credit the Government therefor as cash; and a re- 
fasal to transfer, in effect, this part of the public 
funds, when required by the Secretary of thc Trea- 
sury. 

The resolution of 1816 was thus regarded by the 


‘United States Bank, and by the Secretary of the. 
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Treasury, as it has- ever since-been regarded, not 
as imperative and obligatory, but merely as discre 
tionary: and -permissive; and was then, and has’ 
ever since been, treated accordingly. The select’ 


‘committee: appointed in 1823°to examine. the- 


charges against Mr. Crawford; then- Secretary: of 
the ‘Treasury, so treated the matter. `. The charges 
made against Mr. Crawford necéssarily produced a 
commentary ‘upon the joint resolution’ of April,” 


“1816. The committee remarked’ that— 


“ At the time of the ‘adoption of this resolution, 
debts accruing to the United States, whether on ac- 
count of the sales of public lands, orat the custom- 
house, or from other sources of revenue, were, in 
fact, received in some parts of the country, but- 
evidently in disregard of the law, in the notes of 
the State banks which did not redeem their paper 
by cash payments. By this resolution, it was’ ob- 
viously made the duty of the Treasury Department 
to correct that departure from law as soon as praé- 
ticable; and it was, as is equally cbvious, impera- 
tive on the Department, after the 20th February, 
1817, to allow nothing to be received in payment 
of debts due to the United States, but the legal 
money of the United States, Treasury notes, notes 
of the Bank of the United States, or of those State 
banks, the notes of which were payable and paid on 
demand in cash.” 

And it would seem that language could not be 
more explicit, that the Secretary was not, after the 
20th of February, 1817, “to allow” to-be received 
depreciated local bank paper, in the collection of © 
the public dues; but if the notes of State institutions 
should be received, the Secretary should allow only 
those ‘‘ payable and paid on demand” in the legal 
currency of the United States, to be received. 
There is not in the resolution a partial direction to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to receive even this 
description of local paper. 

Mr. Crawford had made large permanent depo- 
sites with certain local banks, amounting to nine 
hundred thousand dollars; the interest on which 
would be $54,000, and the committee state that, 

“Tt is alleged in the memorial, that this sum of 
fifty-four thousand dollars was thus annually paid: 
for receiving and transmitting the public money; 
a service which, it is said, the Bank of the United 
States was bound to perform without any compen- 
sation. The committee does not see the ground of. 
this obligation on the Bank of the United States. 
That institution is, indeed, bound to give necessary 
facilities for transferring the public funds from > 
place to place, but this can only mean cash funds; 
and it is bound, also, to receive money in deposite 
for the United States; but it is not bound to receive 
in deposite as cash, the bills of any banks whatever 
but its own, although they may come within the 
provisions of the resolution of 1816. The commit- 
tee do not perceive any thing in the principle of 
these arragements with the-banks, either in viola~ 
tion of law, or contrary to the usage of the Go- 
vernment; since the Treasury has, for many years, 
had agreements with more or less of the banks, by 
which the public moneys were deposited in’ sach 
banks, and drawn from them when wanted; certain 
terms and conditions, as to the mode of drawing, 
being stipulated, such. as were thought beneficial, 
both to the Treasury and the banks.” 

He could not well understand how the commit- 
tee could exonerate Mr. Crawford from the charge 
against him, if the joint resolution of 1816 was" 
general in its character, and universal in its obliga» 
tion. If the resolution had received the construc- 
tion then which is now given to it, the course of 
Mr. Crawford would have been plain, and any de- 
parture from thatcourse would have provoked the 
severest reprehension. If the resolation had been 
then considered as obligatory, Mr. Crawford would 
have been bound to receive the notes of specie pay- , 
ing banks, and to have deposited the same in the 
Bank of the United States and its branches. 

But Mr. Crawford gave to the resolution the: 
same construction prior to the investigation-of the 
committee in 1823 which has been uniformly 
given to it since at the Treasury Department. 

“ On the ist of August, 1820, the ‘Treasury 
issued circular instructions to: the receivers of 
public moneys, authorizing them to - receive, in 
addition to specie and. bills of the Bahk'of thè: 
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United States and its branches, notes of the incor- 
porated banks in Bostou, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and Richmond, and in the. States of 
South Carolina and Georgia, (except the City Bank 
of Baltimore,) and of those specie-paying: banks 
in the State in which the land office is situated. 
‘This instruction,’ it is added, ‘ supersedes those 
which have heretofore been given on the subject, 
except in so far as they prohibit the receipt of the 
paper of any bank which does. not discharge its 
notes, on demand, in specie; and: that prohibition 
must, in every case, be rigidly adhered to.’ ” 


Here, then, -was the construction given to the. 


joint resolution of 1816 by. Mr. Crawford himself; 
and this very circular was’ incorporated ‘in the 
report of the select committee; and yet there was 
no objection made against this construction of Mr. 
Crawford by the committee who then had him on 
trial, Such had been the practice of the Govern- 
ment from ihe adoption of the resolution to the 
present period. He differed therefore wholly in 
the views which had. been expressed by the Sena- 
tors from Massachusetts and South Carolina as to 
the true import of that resolution. It gave to the 
Executive, in plain terms, the control of this whole 
matter—a discretion over this whole subject—and 
that control and that discretion had been exercised 
by the Executive Department as circumstances 
from time to time demanded. And had any com- 
plaint been made by the State banks, or by 
individuals, that this was an assumption of power 
on the part of the Executive, to receive the bills 
of particular banks, and of the banks of particular 
States, to the exclusion of all others? And 
yet the course of the Department has been 
perfectly well known, and no pretence what- 
ever has been asserted, that the Department, 
in so doing, had disregarded the positive require- 
ments of the law. As he had observed, the reso- 
lution was either imperative or permissive: if im- 


perative, its obligation was universal, general, un- - 


qualified. There was no authority given to the 
Executive to receive the bills of any ` particular 
banks to the exclusion of all others; or the bills of 
the banks of any particular States, to the exclu- 
sion of the bills of the banks of all the other States, 
If the terms are absolute, there is no escape—there 
is no exception. The notes of all the banks which are 
payable and paid on demand in the legal currency are 
receivable; not the notes of the banks ef Balti- 
more and of Boston, but the notes of all banks 
within the description ; and if this be the fair con- 
struction of the resolution of 1816, there certainly 
was no- occasion for ihe second clause of the reso- 
lution as originally offered by the Senator from 
Kentucky. 

This, in hisjudgmement, was not the true con- 
struction and the fair import of the resolution of 
1816. - He belreved that by the resolution itself 
a descretion was given, and most properly given, to 
the Executive Department over that matter. And 
he believed that discretionary power should re- 
main unchanged and undisturbed. He was will- 
ing to confide to the Executive this control. And 
had not the late President of the United States seen 
fit to have issued the Specie Circular, as it has been 
called, of July 1836, this resolution would not have 
been proposed. That order was promulgated by Ex- 
ecutive authority; and in his judgment, it should 
be controlled, and, when necessary, annulled, by 
the same power which created it. The Executive 
is answerable and responsible for it. 


He could not doubt that the President of the. 


United States would rescind this circular whenever 
the interests of the country required it. If the rea- 
sons which induced i:s promulgation have ceased 
to operate, there can be no doubt that the order 
will be rescinded. It was the work of Executive 
power, and its causes and its effects mast be well 
known to the Executive Department; and when- 
ever a proper occasion shall arrive when this order 
shall be rescinded, he believed it would be. done. 
He was disposed, at all events, to leave it to Exe- 
cutive diseretion.. It had been said, and undonbt- 
edly well said, by the Senator from Alabama, and 
by other Senators, that this circular was in its ori- 
gin a proper measure; that it was just and patriotic 
in its conception; that it was called for by existing 
circumstances; that it had performed its office, and 


eas 


‘twenty years, entirely to Executive discretion. 
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Senate: 


that its repeal was now demanded. If this be:so; 
and he could not gainsay it, as the sentiment had been 
repeatedly expressed by gentlemen better acquainted 
with the subject than he was, he could. not doubt 


that its immediate repeal would take place, but he | 


was disposed to leave it to Executive discre- 
tion. ; 
away with all discrimination as to the kind of mo- 
ney in which the revenues shall.be receiyed here- 
after; limiting. the exercise of Executive discretion 
under the joint-resolution -of 1846., He doubted 


-the policy of the measure. He: was, disposed to 


leave the whole matter, as it had been more than 
If. 
there shall be, at any time, danger of loss from the 
kind of money in which the public dues shall be 
collected, that. danger will proceed from the 
paper. currency - received for the public lands.. 
There is no danger to be apprehended from the 
kind of money in wnich the customs shall be col- 
lected, for this plain reason, that disbursements on 
the Atlantic frontier keep pace with the receipts. 
There is no danger of there being at a port of entry 
any extraordinary accumulation of revenue from 
customs. Notso with the receipts arising upon 
the sales of the public lands; and it: may..be wise- 
and prudent for the Executive, under the joint 
resolution of 1816, to-inhibit the receipt of paper 
money at the various land offices for a time, until 
the accumulation can be transferred or converted 
into specie. The self-same cause which rendered 
the Specie circular of July, 1836, necessary, may 
again occur, and again demand the issuing of a 
similar order. And he would ask whether there 
would be occasion, or even a propriety, to extend 
that inhibition to the receipts for customs. No 


one would say that in July, 1886, there was | 


the slightest reason for interdicting the receipt 
of paper money for customs; 
this resolution should become the law of the 
land, no such inhibition can hereafter extend to 
the receipts forthe public lands, without embrac- 
ing also the receipts for customs. He thought 
there might be an occasion for the exercise of 
such a discrimination. Senators had admitted that 


such an, occasion existed in 1836. It may again. 
occur, and for ene he was not disposed to interfere | 


with that Executive discretion over the subject 
which has existed since the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. For these reasons he should give his vote 
against the passage of the resolution. 

REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that he agreed with the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wrpster] that 
the resolution of 1816 conferred no discretionary 
power on the Executive, and that the Specie Cir- 
cular was illegal and unconstitutional. Such was 
the unanimous opinion of the Opposition at the 
last session, and it was accordingly opposed, not 
only as having been issued without authority, but 
also on the ground that it was an assumption of 
power calculated to give vast influence to the Exe- 
cutive, and, as such, was ef a most dangerous 
character, in which he understood the Senator 
concuired. Entertaining these views, it was im- 
possible for him to vote for this resolution. It 
indeed superseded the portion of the circular that 


made a discrimination between the medium in į 


which the public lands and the customs should be 


paid; but in doing that, it abandoned to the Exe- | 


cutive the right io designate at its pleasure in what 
the public dues should be paid, with the single 
exception that he should make no discrimination 
between one branch of the revenue and another. 
He could never agree to confer such power on the 
Executive, or any other department of the Govern- 
ment. It would give a great and dangerous in- 


fiuence to that branch of tae Government; and he 


must say, that after what he has heard from the 
Senator and his political friends in opposition to 
Executive power and influence for the last few 
years, he was at a loss to reconcile their votes on 


the present occasion with what they had so often | 


avowed to be the principle on which they acted. 
Nor was. his surprise diminished by the reason 
which he has assigned as a justification of his 
course. 

He [{Mr.W.] admits that this resolution surrenders 


Eut what is the present resolution? To do | 


and yet if | 


en 


emana 


the power. in question- to the Executive; and that.. 


.he may, under the authority, which it implies; di-: 


rect the revenue, at his option, to -be collected.in-. 
gold and silver or bank notes; but alleges, in. justi» 
fication, that the power was in reality surrendered: 
at. the last session by the Senate, in yoting: for: the: 
measure introduced by the Senator from. Virginia,: 
(Mr. Bives.] He would. admit that that measure,- 
Jike this, yielded the power, but he could not agree 
that those who voted for it believed that the Execu- 
tive had the power to issue the circular. On the 
contrary, it is well known that the. great body of: 
the Opposition who voted for it regarded the exer» 
ercise of the. power as a plain and dangerons act of 
usurpation; but then, as now, were willing to yield 
it to get clear of a present inconvenience.. The 


‘measure failed then to become a law, bythe Pre- 


sident withholding his approval; and now the 
Senator, on so frail a foundation, abandons a 
power to the Executive which he, and those who 
act with him, denounced as illegal, unconstitu-, 
tional, and dangerous! He regards a mere vote 
of the body as sufficient to establish a most obe 
noxious principle without further struggle; and, for 
the purpose of getting clear of a temporary incon- 
venience, 1s willing to confer discretionary power 
too high to be entrusied to a Washington, on that 
department of the Government which he has so 
often held up.to our jealousy and fear. ` ; 
He admitted that ‘where there was no principla 
involved, and where the subject was one of slight | 
importance, we might regard a vote of the body as 
deciding the question; but, in a case like this, 
where the power and principle involved are of 
great importance, nothing could be more feeble 
and unwise than to surrender our ground on the: 
first trial of streng h, and that under such doubt- 
ful circumstances. As connected with the subject, 
he would avail himself of the opportunity to siate 
what was his course in reference to the circular 
at the last session. A Senator from Ohio, now no 
longer a member of the body, [Mr. Ew1ne,] moved 
a resolution to repeal it. Though decidedly 
opposed to the circular, be hesitated to vote 
for his resolution, on the ground that he doubted 
the right of Congress to repeal an Executive order, 
though we might ‘supersede it by passing an act 
inconsistent with it, as is now. proposed by this re~ 
solution. He expressed his duubts to the mover, 
and the apprehension that a. direct repeal..might 
bring the Senate into a conflict with the Execu- 
tive, in which it would be d-fficult to maintain our 
ground. It was, however, soon ascertained that- 
the supporters of the Administration, who were op- 
posed to the circular, would not vote for the re: 
peal, on the ground that it denied the authority of 
the Executive to issue the circular, which they 
maintained. The consequence was a compromise be- 
tween the Opposition and that portion of the friends 
of the Administration, and the measure of the Se- 
nator from Virginia was the result. .Though 
urged toe assent to it, he refused, on 
the ground on which he now opposes. this 
resolution, that it abandoned the right to the 
Executive to issue the circular, to which he could 
not bring his mind to assent, either then or now. 
He had another reason. He then foresaw what 
was coming. He clearly perceived that the explo- 
sion would take place whether the circular was 
repealed or nol; and he would not agree to do any 
thing by which the least share of the responsibility 
would attach to him. He was free from ali blame, 
and was determined, as he now is, to avoid any 
acts by which the disaster that has befallen, or 
may hereatter, might be imputed to him. He in- 
tended, when the measure was on its passage, to 
have stated at large his views on the subject, and: 
his reasons for yoting against it; but was acciden- 


| tally prevented, and as he did not choose to vote 


against it without presenting his reasons, he đe- 
clined answering when his name was called. 

He not only agreed with the Senator that the 
resolution of 716 conferred no discretionary power 
on the Executive, but that its object was simply to 
prevent the receipt of the notes of banks thay re- 
fused to pay on demand. - During the late war, 
the Treasury had been compelled to receive such 
notes, and the practice, as illegal and pernicious as 
it was, could not be arrested immediately on the 
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return of peace, or without the intervention o the 
authority of Congress. Having performed the 
function for which it had been adopted, the resolu- 
tion itself ought to be considered defunct. 

He could not agree with those on the one hand, 
who considered it mandatory, or on the other, as 
eonferring discretionary power on the Executive. 
It was a simple recognition of the long-continued 
practice of the Treasury to receive the notes of 
banks that were paid on demand, while it overruled 
the more recent practice of receiving those that 
were not; and it may fairly be considered as a 
sanction of the former, and the condemnation of 
the latter. It is well known how the practice 
originated. The act of Congress, passed in 1789, 
directed all the dues of the Government to.be paid 
in gold and silver coins. The then Secretary of the 
Treasury, in the face of this posilive law, acting 
under the dangerous and delusive idea still enter- 
tained by the Senator from Massachusetts, that 
bank ntes were identical with gold and silver, 
ordered them, contrary both to law and the Consti- 
tution, to be received at the Treasury as specie. 
Congress acquiesced, and thus gave its implied 
sanction to this dangerous order, which has been 
productive of so much mischief. Thus things stood 
when the general suspension took place this time 
twelve months, when the Government became 
disconnected entirely from the banks. ‘That 
event ought to be fairly considered as putting an 
end to a practice that ought never to have existed, 
and restoring the ascendancy to the laws, which 
are stil) on the statute books unrepealed, and which 
direct nothing but the legal coins of the Govern- 
ment to be received in the public dues. He re- 
gretted that the Executive did not seize the occa- 
sion, and rescind, as it might fairly have done, the 
original order of General Hamilton, and thus re- 
store the currency to what the Constitution in- 
tended. It would have been, in his opinion, the 
proper course, and one in which the country would 

ave sustained it triumphantly. 

His object in making these remarks was not to 
influence the Senate, but to place himself on the 
ground on which he desired to stand in reference to 
this question. He saw what was coming, and ex- 
perience had taught him the necessity, in discharg- 
ing his duty, to guard against misrepresentation. 
No opportunity had been omitted for years past to 
distort and misrepresent all he said, or did, which 
he had been able to baffle only by a rigid adhe- 
rence to what he believed to be right, accompanied 
by a faithful exposition of his views on all trying 
questions. He did not doubt but that another ex- 
plosion would follow at no distant dey; and he be- 
lieved the Senate. was moving precipitately and 
thoughtlessiy in the direction that would pro- 
duce it, 

The Senator tells us that the present crisis is very 
like that of 1816. He could not agree with him. 
The two were in his opinion wholly unlike, both in 
the causes which Jed to them and the consequences 
likely to follow. The former occurred in a period 
of war, and grew out of circumstances connected 
with it; and as the only. other general suspension 
that had ever occurred before took place under 
similar circumstances, (he meant the one in Eng- 
land,) the impression was that the suspension was 
the mere incident of war, and belonging exclusive- 
ly to such periods. The only thing then thought 
to be necessary was to cause a resumption, when 
it was believed the 
steadly and successfully, without the hazard of a 
shock, till another war. We were all, in fact, at 
that time, very ignorant of the real character of the 
bat.king system, and the dangers to which it was 
exposed. But what is the fact now? The stoppage 
has taken place in time of profound peace and uni- 
versal prosperity. The system has sunk down, and 
stopped on a dead level. It is in vain we again 
call on a United States Bank to put it in motion. 
The establishment of one would crush half of the 
existing institutions, and cause a derangement and 
distress greater than what followed in 1818, °19, 
acd ’20, after the establishment of the former. 

The only safe remedy is the total and entire se- 
paration of the Government from the banks. The 
evil lies in the union, and the remedy in disconnec- 
tion. ‘That has already partially restored the sys- 


system would move on | 


tem to a healthy condition, and, if persisted in, 
would affect a permanent cure. .Had it not been 
for the separation, the disease, instead of being ar- 
rested in a great degree, as itis, would have been 
greatly aggravated, if not wholly incurable. In- 
stead of resumption, bank paper would have gone 
on rapidly depreciating; all of the cities along the 
coast would have been, interested in depreciating 
their bank paper. The more they depreciated it, 
the less duty, in point of fact, they would have had 
to pay, and the city that depreciated most would 
have.drawn all the trade.. The separation pre- 
vented this state of things, and threw the induce- 
ment into the opposite scale, that of resuming, in- 
stead of depreciating the paper. Continue the 
remedy, and a complete restoration would follow; 
but instead of that, our daily study is to get clear 
of it, and toreturn to that very state of things 
which caused it. 

Ít is time we should reflect and understand the 
laws that govern the disease that now afflicts the 
country.. When a suspension takes place, there 
are but two modes by which a cure can be ef- 
fected; the one is to leave it to the gentle operation 
of time, without coercion, under the simple appli- 
cation that has been made in this case; and the 
other is to resort to a United States Bank, or some 
other instrument of coercion. The former has the 
advantage of effecting a cure without destroying 
the public institutions, and oppressing the debtor 
class, but leaves the patient subject to relapse. 
It simply brings the system back to where it stood 
prior to the attack, and leaves it exposed to 
another. To guard against a relapse, the tonic 
which stopped the disease must be continued. lt 
mst not be discontinued on the first intermission 
of the disease. Such is the present case. The 
tonic that has arrested the disease, as he has stated, 
is the withdrawal of the Government from a con- 
nection with the banks. It has brought the bank- 
ing system back to where it was before the suspen- 
sion, and, if continued, will restore it to health; 
but, if discontinued, will be sure to be followed by 
a relapse. 

The other remedy is to establish a National 
Bank, and to keep the system right by its control- 
ling influence; and those who are in favor of it are 
impatient to lay aside the remedy that has already 
proved to be so efficacious, and at-the same time 
so gentle. They may succced in that, but un- 
less he was wholly deceived, they will be entirely 
deceived in their favorite reinedy. It will be, in 
his opinion, impossible to establish a Bank. All 
the powerful existing institutions, and those that 
are contemplated, will be opposed to it, which, 
added to those who are opposed to it on the higher 
grounds of the Constitution and liberty, will inter 
pose an obstacle not to be overcome. Batifitshould 
be established, it would prove but a temporary re- 
medy. It would crush, as he has stated, half of 
the existing institutions, leaving an open space for 
itsown operation; and during this sate of things, 
the currency would be comparatively sound, and 
safe from the hazard of revalsion. But a new crop 
of banks would again spring up in the course of 
ten or fifteen years, which would again encumber 
and crowd each other, and cause another struggle 
for existence, just as was the case before the expi- 
ration of the charter of the late Bank, to be follow- 
ed by similar, but more disastrous consequences. 

He would say to those with whom he has been 
acting on this occasion, you have a good cause, 
and all that is wanting is firmness and fidelity to it. 
Be careful to avoid every act which will leave the 
people doubtful as to your sincerity. Nothing 
would prove so fatal to the cause. What has been 
done already has caused great mischief in unset- 
tling the public mind. Nothing was so fatal to a 
good cause as art and management. He had had 
some experience in political affairs, and had never 
yet known a good cause, honestly and manfully 
maintained, fail to succeed. 


REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would confine him- 
self to a few observations on this question; because 
he desired that a final disposition might be 
made of the subject before the adjournment of the 
Senate to-day. He was decidedly in favor of the 


fist branch of the resolution, which. would repeal 
the Specie Circular; and was opposed to all therest. 

First, then, as to the repeal of the Specie Circu- 
lar. He would not now go back to its origin, or 
discuss the question whether it ought ever to have. 
existed.» Ishall- consider this question, said Mr. B. 
under the aspect in which it presents itself at. the 
present moment, and in the existing condition of 

the country. T find that the banks generally 
throughout this immense country are now engaged 
in a struggle to resume specie. payments; in which 
may God speed them! The curse of an itredeema- 
ble paper currency is one of the greatest curses 
which can befal any people. It is then the im- 
perative duty of this Government to remove every 
obstacle in the way of resumption which it can, 
and by all the means within its power to aid in 
this great effort. Upon this principle, I think that 
the Specie Circular ought promptly to be repealed. 
It is due to the people of the Western and South- 
western States. Whilst throughout the whole 
Atlantic frontier, the dues of the Govern- 
ment may now be paid in the notes of 
specie paying banks, in all the new States 
gold and silver alone are receivable. Whilst the 
customs are payable in bank notes, nothing 
but specie can be received for public lands. Is 
this equal—is it just, in the present circumstances 
of the country? I ask how is it possible for the 
Western banks to resume specie payments in the 
face of this Specie Circular? Should they make 
the attempt, what would be the consequence? In 
addition to the ordinary sales of public land by pri- 
vate entry, poblic sales of large bodies of land are 
now advertised throughout the Western and South- 
western States. If all the lands purchased must 
be paid for in specie, the inevitable consequence 
will be, a ruinous and exhausting drain of gold 
and silver from the banks in that portion of the 
Union, to supply the demand thus created. It will 
operate precisely like a foreign drain ef specie from 
the banks of our commercial cities; because it will 
be transported to a great distance—to the extreme 
frontiers of the country—in order to pay the debts 
of the Government; and a great portion of it can 
never return to the places from whence it was 
taken. If this Treasury Circular should not be 
repealed, our brethren in the West will suffer all 
the evils of a depreciated paper currency; whilst we 
of the East will be redeemed from this calamity. 
And why? Because, whilst We in the East, under 
the joint resolution. of 1816, will have the notes of 
our banks received in payment of the customs, the 
people of the West will have the notes of their 
banks excluded in payments of the public lands. 
I think that if the Government be no! bound to aid 
the banks in resuming, it ought, at least, not to 
stand in the way. The resolution of 1816 ought 
to be rendered uniform in its operation thoughout 
the whole country, by the repeal of the Specie Cir- 
cular; and all the banks and all the people ought 
thus to be placed on a fair and equal footing in 
their efforts to resume specie payments. 

He could net agree with his friend from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Benron,] that the Specie Circular ope- 
rated as a pre-emption law in favor of those who 
desired to become actual settlers and cultivators,and 
againstspeculators. Directly the reverse was proba- 
bly the fact. Was it easier for the farmer to ob- 
tain specie than for the spéculator? That was the 
question. Was itnot manifest that the speculator— 
the man who could command extensive means and 
enjoyed the favor of the banks, could more easily 
procure gold and silver than the cultivator of the 
soil, who was almost obliged by the necessity of 
his condition to sell his productions for the com- 
mon paper circulating medium of the country? 
He apprehended that it would be found, upon exa- 
mination, that under the operation of the Specie 
Circular, the farmers who desired to. purchase small 
tracts of land, had to obtain their specie from these 
very speculators; and that at an extravagant pre- 
mium. 

He was opposed to` the second branch of the re- 
solution of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray] 
for what he deemed to be the strongest reasons. 
We are (said he)engaged in a great struggle, and 
it is vain to disguise the fact. We mast eithe- 
have a Bank of the United States, or the Govern 
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mant must keep and transfer its own money, by its 
own officers, from the time when it is received 
until itis disbursed. This is the question to be de- 
termined. I am in favor of the proposed separation 
of the Government from all banks; but this question 
may remain a long time undecided. Whilst we are 
engaged in the struggle—whilst the Sub-Treasury 
bill is pending before the other House, and before 
the country, shall we form a more intimate con- 
nection with the banks than has ever existed before? 
Shall we make the. receipt of bank notes manda- 
tory, when it has heretofore been only permissive— 
under the resolution of 18162 Whatever doubts 
might originally have existed as to the true mean- 
ing of that resolation, the uniform practice of the 
Government under it has settled its construction. 
The Treasury Department,and the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States acting as its agent, havealways determined 
what notes they would receive and what notes 
they would reject. The general rule has been the 
proper rule; and that is only to receive the notes of 
sound, specie paying banks, in the vicinity of our 
depositories, which can be immediately converted 
into specie, in case specie should be required to 
meet the demand of the public creditors. We have 
lived under the operation of this joint resolution for 
two-and-twenty years; and, during that whole 
period, it has been executed in such a manner that 
the notes of specie paying banks have always been 
received in payment of the customs. Can any 
body then suppose for a moment that the Secretary 
of the Treasury will now, at this late day, upon the 
repeal of the Specie Circular, disregard the practice 
of all his predecessors, and require all the dues of 
the Government, not only for public lands but 
for customs, to be paid in gold and silver? Cer- 
tainly not. The Senator from Kentucky has him- 
self read a letier from the Secretary to the president 
of a bank in New York, which conclusively,proves 
that he has determined to receive, as formerly, the 
notes of sound, specie paying banks. 

{At the request of Mr, Bucaanan, the Secretary 
of the Senate here read that part of Mr. Cray’s 
resolution, relative to the receipt of bank notes, as 


follows: “And that, until otherwise -ordered by - 


Congress, the notes of sound banks, which are pay- 
able and paid on demand in the legal currency of 
the United States, under suitable restrictions, to be 
forthwith prescribed and promulgated by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, shall be received in pay- 
ment of the revenues and of debts and dues to the 
Government.”} 

Now, said Mr. B. what is the difference, in point 
of discretionary power conferred on the Executive, 
between the Senator's ‘resolution and the existing 
law? Nothing at all; unless wecan suppose that 
the Secretary of the Treasury will arbitrarily refuse 
to receive tne notes of all specie-paying banks, un- 
der the resolution of 1816. The Senator has. him- 
self admitted—every person must admit—that we 
cannot receive the notes of all the nine hundred 
State banks now in existence. Nobody will pre- 
tend that the notes of the Bank of Missouri, though 
it has always been a sound specie-paying bank, 
ought to be received in New York or Boston in pay- 
ment of the customs. Neither will it be contended 
that the notes of a bank in Maine ought to be re- 
ceived in Arkansas or Louisiana in payment: of 
public lands. From the very nature of things, in 
order to secure the public revenué, there mtist be 
considerable discretion vested in the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The Senator admits that, under his 
resolution, the Secretary must decide what notes 
shall be received, and what notes shall be rejected; 
what banks are sound, and what banks are unsound. 
Turn this question as you will—although in princi- 
ple there is a great difference between the Senator’s 
propesition and the resolution of 1816; because the 
one is mandatory and the other merely permissive— 
yet, in practice, they will be identical. is resolu- 
tion, according to his own comment, amounts in 
fact to nothing more than the resolution of 1816, in 
the manuer in which it has been construed and exe- 
cutedever since its adoption; because the practice, 
under that resolution, has always been to receive 
the notes of such banks in the vicinity of the dife- 
rent collectors and receivers of the public money, 
as the deposite banks would accept from them, and 
place, as cash, to the credit of the United States. 


Mr. Clay’s Resolution—Mr. Benton. 


| Should the Senator’s resolution be adopted, a 
consequence would foliow to which I desire to di- 
rect his attention. It has been the general sense of 
the country that we should discourage the issue of 
bank notes of a less denomination than five or ten 
dollars. Without accomplishing this purpose, we 
can never have a specie circulation for the small 
every-day transactions of life, which we all desire. 
We have, therefore, for years been struggling to 
reach this result. According to the existing Jaw, 
| the Secretary of the Treasury cannot receive the 
notes of any bank-which issues notes of a less de- 
| nomination than five dollars. ‘Nhe Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Rives] has gone farther, and has 
proposed gradually, and in a series of years, to ex- 
clude the notes of all banks which issue notes under 
twenty dollars. Ought we now to abandon this 
salutary principle, by making it mandatory on the 
Treasury Department to receive the notes of banks. 
which issue one dollar notes, and shin-plasters? If 
not, then we ought to reject the latter branch of the 
resolution of the Senator from Kentucky. It is 
general in its terms, and will repeal all former re- 
strictions of this nature. 

Mr. B. would say a few words in regard to the 
remark of the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Calhoun,] that he would not receive any thing in 
payment of the public dues, which he could. not 
lawfully tender to the public creditor. He, Mr. B. 
would not now, whatever he might do in another 
condition of the country, vote for an immediate 
and unconditional collection of the revenue in gold 
and silver. Whilst the country was struggling 
fora resumption of specie payments, he would not 
vote for any measure which might prevent this 
consummation, so much to be desired. The gen- 
tieman from South Carolina had himself pursued 
| a different course in the amendment which he pro- 
posed to the Sub-Treasury bill. By that amend- 
ment, he had authorized the reception, as hereto- 
fore, of the notes of specie paying banks for two 
years, and afterwards excluded them gradually for 
;_ the six succeeding years, so_ that eight years must 
elapse, before we could reach an exclusive metal- 
lic curreney for the General Government. This 
was acting like himself; it was acting like a states- 
man. He [Mr. CatHoun] knew that sudden and 
violent changescould not be made in the settled po- 
licy of a country, without doing the people great 
injury. In such cases, all great reforms must be 
gradual, in order to be successful. He, therefore, 
had provided that eight years must elapse, before 
we should require the dues of the Government to 
be paid exclusively in specie. This was the true 
policy, and he Mr. B. would continue to pursue it. 
He could not, therefere, but express his regret, that 
the Senator from South Carolina was now in favor 
of requiring the revenue of the Government to be 
collected immediately and exclusively in gold and 
silver. Mr. B. could not go with him in this 
policy. 

On the whole, he should vote for the first part 
of the resolution, because he thought the discrimi- 
nation ought now to cease in the medium of pay- 
ment required for public lands, and for the eustoms: 
and he would vote against the second part of the 
resolution, because it made the reception of bank 
notes mandatory, and not as heretofore permissive; 
| because in practice, except in one particular, it 
would prove to be the same with the existing laws; 
and because, in that particnlar,which was to receive 
; the notes of banks which continued to issue notes 
| of a less denomination than five dollars, he was 
wholly opposed to the policy of the Sennator’s re- 
solution. 


H MR. CLAY’S RESOLUTION. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Missourr, 

In Senate, Friday, May 26, 1838—On Mr. Cray’s 
resolution to rescind the Treasury Order, and to 
make bank notes receivable and disbursable by 
the Federal Government. 

Mr. BENTON said the resolution before. the 

Senate contained three propositions, namely: 1. To 


rescind the Treasury Order of July 11, 1836; 2. 
| To make the notes of all specie paying banks re- 
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ceivable in all payments to the Federal Treasury; 
3. To make the same notes a conditional teader in 
all payments from the Federal Treasury. He 
was opposed to each branch of this resolution, and | 
would give bis reasons for his opposition to their 
passage with the brevity which the occasion re- 
quired, and with such force and precision as he 
might be able to command. 

. The Treasury Order was the first point to be 
discussed; and the first inquiry on that point was the 
question, What was the Treasury Order? The 
answer to this question is, that the Treasury Order 


- of July 11, 1836, is nothing but a continuation of 


the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth arlicles of the 
by-laws of the Bank of the United States of Janu- 
ary 3, 1817. Those by-laws excluded the notes of 
all the State banks from all payments to the Uni- 
ted States on account of the public lands, and the 
Treasury Order did precisely the same thing, and 
no more. This is a copy of those by-laws: 
“ArticLe xxiv. The offices of discount and 
deposite shall receive in payment of the revenue `- 
of the United States the notes of such State banks 
as redeem their engagements with specie, provided 


- they are the notes of banks located in the city or 


place where the office receiving them is establish- 
ed; and, also, the notes of such other banks as a 


` special deposite on behalf of the Government as- 


the Secretary of the Treasury may reqiire. i 

“ArTICLE xxv. The offices of discount and de-`- 
posite shall at least once every week, settle with . 
the State banks for their notes, received in pay- 
ment of the revenue, or for the engagement of in- 
dividuals to the bank, so as to prevent the balances ` 
due to the office from swelling to an inconvenient 
amount.” 

These two articles constitute the Treasury Or- 
der, for they operate a complete exclusion of the 

tate bank notes from all revenue payments, both 
lands and customs. Under these by-laws no notes 


! could be received on account of the United States 


from any State bank unless the Bank of the United 
States had a branch in the same place where it was 
situated. This limitation cut off nearly all the lo- 
cal banks. To the few which were not cut off, a 
serious injury was done by the nominal exception 
in their favor; for it caused their notes to be taken 
out of circulation, and to bé presented to them for 
redemption at least once in every. week, These by- 
laws were enacted in January, 1817, and the Bank, 
of the United States acted upon them until the re- 
moval of the deposites in October, 1833. During 
all that time, with the exception of a few 
years, when the Bank of the United States 
was in a state of paralysis, and did no 
business, the notes of the State banks were ex- 
cluded from the land offices, and not a word of 
complaint was heard against it, Neither politi- 
cians, nor ləcal banks, nor purchasers of public 


| lands, uttered a word of complaint. They were all 


satisfied; and such of them as wished a recharter 
of the National Bank were not only satisfied with 
this exclusion, but were in favor of continuing it; 
for a recharter of the Bank was a continuation of 
the by-laws which excluded State bank notes from 
all revenue payments. i 

Upon the removal of the deposites, the door of 


| the Federal Treasury was opened to the reception 


of local banks; they were received for lands and 
customs; and whatever notes the deposite banis 
would agree to credit as cash were received as cash. 
This rule was a wide and a loose one; and besides 
being wide and loose, it delegated to the deposite 
banks the high function of deciding what should, 
and what should not, be the currency of the Fede- 
ral Government. This high function was left to 
the discretion or the caprice, to the ignorance or 
the knowledge, and to the selfish and interested ar- 
rangements of the banks; and the consequence 
was a laxity and uncertainty in the reception of 
notes which, while perpetually changing the list of 
receivable notes, to the annoyance and oppression 
of the people, and to the profit of brokers and money 
dealers, was always operating in the Same way up- 
on the Treasury; that isto say, fillmg the Treasury 
with notes as cash Which could not be cashed when 
the Government wanted the cask. So great was 
this evil that a Senator, Mr. Ewinc of Okio, com- 
plained of it in the Senate in the spring of 1836— 
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afew months before the Treasury Order was issued 
—-and proposed to apply some remedy to the mis- 
chiefs of these fluctuations. Notes continued to be 
received; the public lands were rapidly changing 
for bank credits; and the President interfered to 
protect the national domain and the Treasury, by 
doing what the by-laws of the Bank of the United 
States had done from January, 1817, up to the time 
of the removal of the deposites. He interdicted 
the reception of bank notes for lands; and this in- 
terdiction had no other effect upon the currencies 
of the local banks than to place them precisely 
where they had been under the by-laws of the Na- 
tional Bank. oo 

An outcry was immediately raised against Pre- 
sident Jackson for issuing that order; and that out- 
ery originated with the Bank of the United States 
and its particular friends. They treated as an in- 
dignity, andas an injury, to the local banks, the 
very exclusion of their paper which that bank hac 
itself practised; and from that day to this they have 
been the leaders in the clamor against the Treasury 
Order. This is glaring and gross inconsistency. 
They condemn in the President of the United 
States what they applaud. in the president of the 
Bank of the United States! They approve the ex- 
clusion of local notes by virtue of corporation by- 
laws, and they condemn it when done by the con- 
stitutional Executive of the country! Nay, more. 
These very persons, while opposing the Treasury 
Order with one hand, were supporting it with the 
other; while demanding its repeal, they were also 
demanding its re-enactment; while crying Down 
with it, they were also crying Up with it; they were 
blowing hot and cold with the same breath, and 
presented a fine illustration of that contradictory 
position in which the operator looks one way and 
rows the other. They are fora National Bank, 
and they are against the Treasury Order; they 
want abank established, and they want the order 
rescinded; as if the very first act of the Bank would 
not be to re-enact the 24th and 25th articles of the 
by-laws, and thereby to do what the Treasury 
Order does—excluding these notes again, as they 
were before the time of the removal of the depo- 
sites! To all the friends and advocates of a Na- 
tional Bauk then, the objection of inconsistency, 
gross, glaring, inexplicable inconsistency, attaches! 
Their cujections can be of no weight—their com- 
plaints are of no foree—their sorrow is of no avail— 
their grief is a cloud without rain, until they can 
deny the fact, or explain the difference to the banks 
and to the people between an exclusion of State 
bank notes by a corporation by-law, and a Trea- 
sury Order. They must deny or explain, before 
they are entitled to the credit of believing what they 
say, or intending what they propose. They must 
deny or explain; and they can do neither. They 
must show they have faith in their own works, be- 
fure they can ask any body else to believe in them; 
and as they cannot do this, they must be set aside 
in the discussion, and left out of the debate. They 
must be left out, so far as replies to them would 
apply. Reply to them is useless, so long as they 
remain. in their contradictory and inexplicable 
position. 

But there is another class of objectors to this 
Treasury Order who are entitled to replies—the 
class which is opposed to a National Bank, and 
consequently free from inconsistency, and free 
from the appearance of being for and against the 
same measure in the same breath. This class are 
entitled to replies, and they shall have them with 
the freedom and fullness which truth and confi- 
dence inspires. I say to that class, then, that they 
are totally mistaken! mistaken in every particular, 
and at every point! Mistaken in their opinion of 
the interest of the settlers in the new States—mis- 
taken in their opinion of the interest of the new 
States—mistaken in their opinion that it is an in- 
dignity to the new States—mistaken in their opi- 
nian of the interest of the public Treasury—mis- 
taken in their epinion of the interest of the banks 
mistaken in their opinion of the wishes of the 
Western people—and utterly mistaken in their 
opinion that there is no more evil to be appre- 
hended from receiving bank notes for lands than 
for receiving them for custom-house duties. The 
whole.a budget of blunders—the whole a chapter 


of mistakes; and so I will demonstrate to them 
now, andso will time prove to them in a few short 
years. . 


new States. Toallsuch settlers, whether now in 
these new States, or to go there hereafter, the Trea- 
sury Order- that order which requires hard money 
from all persons for public lands—is the most equi- 
table and beneficent that ever emanated from the- 
Federal Government. In the first place, it is a 
pre-emption law, in substance and in effect, though 
notin name. It protects the settlers, and the pur- 
chasers for cultivation, from the competition of 
bank facility speculators and paper money capi- 
talists. These characters, as long as paper money 
is receivable for public. land, have undue advan- 
tages over the settlers and cultivators. They come 
with bundles and bales of paper, borrowed at the 
banks, and outbid the settlers at the public sales; 
and they sweep: the townships at private entry, 
when there are no public sales. While farmers are 
waiting to.get in a condition to purchase some 
quarter sections near him, either to extend his 
farm, or to procure future homes for his children, 
along comes a bank facility character, with his 
quires and reams of paper money, aad sweeps a 
township of all its vacant land at once. So it has 
been heretofore; so it will be again. The Treasury 
Order of July 11, 1836, protected the settlers and 
cultivators from the competition and monopolies of 
these characters from the day it issued to the pre- 
sent moment, and so it would continue to do if it 
remained in force. We all profess—all who come 
from the new States profess—1to be in favor of a 
pre-emption law; and yet here is an Executive re- 
gulation operating as a pre-emption law, and con- 
ferring the essential advantages of such a law; and 
yet many of the new State Representativesand Se- 
nators are for repealing it, and repealing it before 
the pre-emption bill is passed which was sent from 
this chamber to the House of Representatives so 
many months ago. We have no pre-emption law 
now, nor any thing as a substitute for it but this 
Treasury Order; yet we repeal the order, and run 
the risk of subjecting all the settlers to the competi- 
tion of paper money bidders and bank note manu- 
facturers. Even if our pre-emption bill was passed, 
it would only protect settlers up to the close of the 
last year, while the Treasury Order would protect 
all up to the present time, and in all time to come. 
Regarding the order, then, as a species of pre-emp- 
tion law, operating permanently, uniformly, and 
equally in favor of all settlers against competition 
| and interference from speculators and paper mo- 
ney capitalists, I cannot consent to aid in rescind- 
Ing it. s 

In the second place, the Treasury Order is a 
complete protection to the people from the impo- 
| sitions and losses resulting from the fluctuations 
and changes in what is called “ land ofice money” 
as long as bank notes are received. All the notes 
of all the banks in the Union cannot be received. 
That is impossible, without surrendering the pub- 
lic lands at once to pillage, and the public Treasury 
to disgrace and bankruptcy. Al the notes of 900 
banks cannot be received; there must be selections 
and limitations; and in making these selections 
and limitations, there is a dangerous latitude allow- 
ed to those who make the selections; bad banks may 
be selected and better ones rejected, and perpetual 
changes will be inevitable. ‘What is land office 
money in one place is not land office money in 
another place; what is receivable to-day may not 
be receivable to-morrow; and the industrious, hard- 
working cultivator and settler is the victim of al} 
these uncertainties and variations. The farmer is 
the sufferer; he who, remote from the seat of power, 
. and occapied with his meritorious labors, learns 
nothing of these changes until after they are made; 
and, after obtaining ata premium one supply of 
land office money, has to change it for another, 
paying another premium; at the same time giving 
as good, or better notes, than those which he re- 
ceived. To such a degree had thisevil grown, 
when local notes were receivable, that the abuse 
had ripened into a trade; and at most of the land 


farmer when he came in, by accommodating him with 


| land office money—giving him notes no better than 


And first, as to the interest of the settlers in the - 


offices brokers were stationed to prey upon the. 


Senate. . 


those he brought, and receiving five or ten per 


cent. premium. Against- this abuse there was no 
protection; for the land office money. was always 
changing with. the changing . credit of the banks, 
the change of orders, andthe sense of duty in 
some,.the caprice of others, and the. interested 
views -of more, among those to whom. the power 
of selection and. rejection was confided. To save 
themselves from. these. impositions, many., farm- 
ers supplied themselves with hard. money, even 
when notes were receivable; and many will 
continue to doit. . It is.an.ilusion and a dream 
to suppose that the agricultural community are 
benefitted by paper money payments. for lands. 
They have to give the premium for land office 
paper money, as wellas for hard money, if the pa- 


: per they have in hand is not equivalent to specie. 


If it is not equivalent, the Government ought not 
to receive it. If it is equivalent, it can be exe 
changed for specie without lors. The whole bene- 
fit of receiving paper for lands goes to speculators. 
The evils of it fall upon the farmers and the Go- 
vernment; and to the farmers one of the great 
evils is ths perpetual changes in the list of receiva- 
ble paper. From such changes, the uniform and 
simple rule of hard money payments is the only 
safe and practicable relief, ‘That farmers cannot 
obtain the hard money in sufficient quantities to 
buy the lands is an opinion disproved by the expe- 
rience of the last year. ‘The Treasury Order was 
then in full force; and, besides that, the banks had 
suspended specie payments. Yet the hard money 
received for the lands exceeded seven millions of 
dollars, being the largest sales ever made, exeept 
in the years of wild speculation. : 

A third injury to the settler and cultivator from 
the use of paper money in the land sales, is in the 
fact, that the sales are tor ready money to them, 
and on credit to their bank facility competitors. 
The act of 1820 abolishes credit; and this abolition 
is complete upon the farmer; he has to earn his 
money before he pays it. But the speculator, in- 
stead of earning the money, borrows itof a bank 
and so gets the land upon credit. It is to hima 
credit sale; the only difference is, that the banks give 
the credit instead of the Government. To the par- 
ties concerned, it-is the same thing as if the old 
credit system was still in force in behalf of specu- 
lators, and not in-force in behalf of farmers. And 
thus the settlers and’cultivators are put to the dis- 
advantage of competing with those who are pur- 
chasing on credit, while they themselves are pur- 
chasing for ready money. 

For these reasons, being a few out of many that 
might be offered, I gonsider the revision of the 
Treasury Order as decidedly injurious to the inte- 
rests of the settlers and cultivators; and being al- 
ways on their side against speculators and monopo- 
lizers, I should adhere to the order on their account, 
even if there were no other reasons for doing so. 

The next mistaken opinion, as I conceive it to 
be, is in the supposed injurious effects of this order 
upon the general interests of the new States. It is 
alleged by gentlemen to be injurious to those 
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States; but they do not explain wherein, and itis . 


impossible to discover how it isso. On the contra- 
ry, I can easily see how this order-operates largely 
and most beneficially in their favor. It causes the 


emigrants to carry gold and silver into the country,: 


and it is almost the only way to get it into the infe- 
rior. Hard money does not grow in the new 
States; itis an exotic production, chiefly coming 
from foreign countries; and New York and New 
Orleans dre the two principal points of its importa- 
tion. The new States are entitled to a share of the 
precious metals; they cannot carry on their business 
without specie. In the revival of the currency of 
the Constitution, and in its increase In-Six years 
from twenty millions to one hundred millions 
of dollars, they are entitled to their proportion of 


these advantages; but how to obtain it is the | 


question, The gold and silver arrive at the sea 
ports; the mints also are at the sea ports, except 
ihe local gold mints of Georgia.and North Caro- 


lina. The great importations, and the great coin | 
age, are both at the sea ports; and now how is the.. 


diffusion of these importations and of this € 
to be effected, so as to give to the interior. and 


of this coinage. 


frontier States their fair proportion of the precious - 
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‘metals? Merchants will not carry it there. Their 
operations are the reverse; they carry it off. Banks 
will not take it there; on the contrary, they collect 
it, sell it, or ship it. How, then, are the remote 
new States and frontier States tobe supplied? The 
answer is, by emigrants and by Government pay- 
ments, This isthe answer, and such has been the 
effect under the Treasury Order. It has caused 
much specie to flow to the interior, but not a tythe 
of what our, specie policy has caused to be im- 
ported from foreign countries; it has restored a 
part, but only a small part, of. the many times ten 
millions of dollars which the Bank of the United 
States collected and took from the West; it has 
caused a part of that specie to go to the interior 
ef our own country, which, otherwise, would have 
been shipped off last summer. In fine, it is easy 
to see that the Treasury Order is beneficial to the 
new and interior and frontier States, both in 
causing emigrants to carry specie. there, and in 
enabling the Government to expend specie there; 
and it is impossible to discover or to explain how 
it should be injurious to those States. The opinion 
is unfounded, and what renders it almost ludicrous 
is the complaint on the other side—the complaint 
to the contrary—the complaint of the old States, 
that it injured them by drawing off their specie. 
This complaint has been made with as much 
gravity as the other, but without justice or reason; 
for surely the new States are entitled to their pro- 
portions of the importations of specie and the 
coinages of the mint. They are entitled to their 
Proportions of these supplies, and the Treasury 
Order helped them to a little, but by no means to 
the full measure of their proportion. 
Indignity to the new States is the next opinion 
‘in which [hold these gentlemen to be mistaken. 
They assume it to bea great indignity to the new 
States to reject paper money at the land offices in 
those States, while such money is received at the 
custom-houses. in the Atlantic States; and they 
call upon the new States to resent this imputed in- 
dignity. Now, sir, where was all this patriotic 
wrath during the whole time that this:same exclu- 
sion was effected under the by-laws of the United 
‘States Bank? and where will it be if another Na- 
tional Bank is chartered? The local notes were 
excluded during the main part of the existence of 
the National Bank; yet these sensitive gentlemen, 
so alive to the honor of the new States, never once 
brought forward their patriotic indignation against 
the act of that Bank. ‘They will assuredly be ex- 
cluded again if another National Bank shall be 
_ established; yet the gentlemen most clamorous 
now on account of this indignity, are in favor of a 
National Bank; and consequently in favor of re- 
ceiving indignity from that institution. If gentle- 
men really want a subject of indignity in point of 
discrimination in collection of the revenue, let 
them look to the discrimination between credits at 
the custom-house, and ready money payments at 
the lands. The merchants have long credits on 
the duties; the farmers have none on the lands. 
The merchant is allowed time to sell his foreign 
goods, and to raise the money. for the duties out of 
the sales before he is required to pay the Govern- 
ment; the farmer is allowed no time to raise the 
money out of the land. He pays in advance. 
The old Jaw which allowed him to pay. by instal- 
ments, and five years to complete his payment, and 
by which he could always raise a part of the mo- 
ney oui of the land, has been repealed, and all 
credit denied. The cultivator of the soil is denied 
credit, although the. United States retained a lien 
on the land; the merchant has a credit, incurs no 
lien, and gives nothing but’ ordinary. bonds and se- 
curities. This isa real case of discrimination to 
the disparagement of the people of the West, and 
worthy to occupy the feelings of Western gentle- 
men. It was made in 1820, when the credit sys- 
tem for lands was abolished. The inequality has 
often been complained of on this floor; bills have 
been brought. in to correct it, and to make the da- 
ties payable in ready money as well as the lands. 
I have supported such bills always; but have not 
been fortunate enough to obtain much aid from 


those who are now so indignant at a discrimina- ” 


tion which does not concern men, but corporations; 
which, instead of being injurious, is in the highest 
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degree beneficial to the West. As a mere Western 
man, I would prefer. that the revenue should be 
paid in paper at the East, and in gold and silver at 
the West; it would occasion the precious metals 
to flow to us, and the paper to fly to them; but as 
a citizen of the Union, and as a member of the 
National Legislature, L would have the hard money 
payments established in a reasonable time for every 
branch of the revenge. I am for the act of 1789 
that act which required the pubiic dues to be 
paid “in gold and silver coin only.” i 


In its effects upon the public Treasury, I hold the | 


recision of the order to be eminently disastrous. It 
must lead to another accumulation of unavailable 
funds. What has.beèn experienced heretofore 
must be experienced again. The scenes of 1817- 
18, and of 1835-36, must be witnessed again. It 
is to no purpose that bank notes are received as 
cash; they are not cash; and when cash is wanted 
for them by the Treasury, that truth is always as- 
certained. They were received as cash; they have 
to be paid out as cash. It is all a quasi business. 
We have now in the Treasury masses of ‘notes re- 
ceived for lands in 1817-18-19; we have also in the 
late deposite banks some four or five millions of 
notes received in 1835-36. They were all received 
as cash; yet cash cannot be had for them. After 
paying out millions of their depreciated notes at a 
former period, and again during the last year, to the 
immense loss of credit and popularity in the Go- 
vernment, there still remains many millions which 
cannot at present be used at all. All this must be 
gone over again if the land offices are opened to the 
deluge of paper money. Gentlemen say the Trea- 
sury Order has done its office; that it has put an 
end to speculation in the public lands, and has re- 
duced the sales from twenty-five to seven millions 
perannum. Granted: The Treasury Order has 
done all this; and in doing it, has rendered an im- 
mense service. But, restore the circumstances of 
1835-36; open the land offices again to the recep- 
tion of paper money; and the Treasury Order will 
have to perform all its work over again. It will 
have to do its office a second time; and that after 
great mischiefs have first been suffered before Con- 
gress can be brought to act. Sar 
Mistaken in so many points, there is no one in 
which.gentlemen are more mistaken than in sup- 
posing the interests of the Western banks to be in- 
Juriously affected by this order. And here wehave 
a fine contradiction between the opinions of those 
who oppose the order. One division of them op- 
poses it because it is too favorable to the Western 
banks; because it causes them to be filled up with 
gold and silver; and because the injury is not to 
them, but to the banks of the Atlantic cities. This 
is the doctrine of Mr. Biddle’s letter to Mr. Adams; 
and is, of course, the doctrines held by the Atlantic 
division of the Treasury Order assailants. This 
objection is popular in the East; it goes well in the 
Atlantic States; but it will not do atall in the West. 
It can have no place there. Therefore a reversal 
of the objection becomes necessary. It must be 
opposed in the West upon a contrary reasen, and 
because it is injurious to Western banks, and will 
deprive them of their specie, and destroy them if 
they attempt to resume specie payments. Such is 
the contradiction between the two wings of the line 
which assail this order. Sir, the objection is equal- 
ly unfounded in both particulars. The Atlantic 
banks have their ample supplies of specie in the 
vast importations of gold now arriving in New 
York; the Western banks will be strengthened by 
the continuance of the Treasury Order; for it will 
increase, instead of diminishing, their specie basis. 
The receivability of their notes for lands, instead 
of aiding, will end in erippling and injuring the 
Western banks. They can force many notes into 


circulation by the credit of such receivability; but 


what isto become of those notes? They are taken 
out of circulation to be put into the land offices. 
Every person goingto a land office will hunt for 
these notes; he will gather up by exchange, pur- 
chase, loan, and in every manner that he can ob- 
tain them. He will pay them to the Receiver, and 
masses of them will accumulate in the office. They 
then belong to the Government, and must be dis- 
posed of in some way; either paid out to public 
creditors, or sent to the bank and cashed, 


Indian traders, who quickly, present them 
. bank from which they issued, for specie 


.or transferred to some other quarter of the 


Union. If paid out to public creditors, to 
the military, or to the Indians, “they fall 


in masses into the hands of” suitlers ànd 


equivalent; if not paid out by the Government, 
the disbursing officer must present them for 
redemption; and, if the receipts at the land 
offices exceed the disbursements of. the Go- 
vernment in that quarter, the excess must be 
transferred to some cther quarter; and in that event, 
nothing but specie, or its equivalent, will be trans- 
ferrable. Thus, act as the Government may, the 
notes thus stimulated into circulation eventually 


‘come back upon the bank; and when they come 


back, they must be paid in something else besides 
land office credit. The theory of banking is, that 
foreach bank note which goes out, there shall be 
something put into the bank to redeem it: the expe- 
rience of all banking is, that no forced or stimu- 
lated issues can be kept afloat. Excessive issues 


_ will return; and the notes put out on the credit of 


the public lands, will return immediately. Often 
they go straight to the land offices, and return 
straight back. No bank ean rely upon stich e cir- 
culation; every one will be deceived that attempts 
to rely upon it. A general receivability of the 
notes of a bank all over.the. Union will make the 
fortune of a bank; buta limited local receivability 
is disadvantageous and dangerous. “Sir, this is not 
merely theory; itis experience also. All this ex- 
periment has been tried. When the Bank of the 
United States fell into a paralysis in 1818-19, and 
could do no business, the notes of the Western banks 
were made receivable for public lands. This pri- 
vilege was sought by the banks with avidity; and, 
when obtained, the bank considered itseif on the 
high road to honor and to fortune. Yet what was 
their fate? Disastrous in the extreme! Every sach 
bank—I believe every one withuat exceplion—was 
wound up in a few years; some with great loss to 
the Government; some without loss to the Govern- 
ment, but with death to themselves. The history 
of that period should not be forgntten. It should 
be well remembered, not only by Congress, but by 
the banks themselves, and by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. It contains proof that banks cannot live 
upon Government credit, and ‘that Secretaties of 
the Treasury cannot so act in the reception orre- 
jection of bank paper as to escape the most 
cruel and harassing persecutions. -No ‘Sécre. 
tary ever was, or ever can be, more faithfol, 
honorable, disinterested, and able than Mr. Craw- 
ford; yet the House of Representatives teemed for 
Years with charges and accusations against him. 
All that he did, and all that he omitted to do, in 
the reception or rejection of bank paper at the land 
oifices, was equally a matter of attack; and, although 
he issued from the contest as pure gold from’ the 
fire, yet it was at the cost of health, and quiet, and 
peace. His fate should be a warning to every Se- 
cretary that has to tread the same path; and, I now 
announce, in my place here, beforehand, that a 
succession of attacks, commencing with the first 
order that he issues, and to be continned until af- 
ter the next Presidential election, awaits the pre- 
sent Secretary of the Treasury! Do what he may, 
and omit what he may, hiscommissions and omis- 
sions will all bring the same fruit tohim. Aitack! 
attack! attack! will be the portion which he will 
have to receive until November, 1840. He will 
be pushed at with a long sword—long enough to 
go through his body, and pierce a gentleman beyond 
him. 

Another opinion of gentlemen is, that this order 
is odious in the new States. This is their asser- 
tion; but where is the evidence of it? ‘The order 
has been in forse nearly two years. It was made 
a subject of party attack the moment it issued. It 
has been a subject of porty atack ever since. In 
Congress and cat of Congress, party spirit has con- 
stantly assailed it; but with what effect? I know 
of but one legislative memorial against it, and that 
one comes from Indiana, where the Opposition is 
in the majority. . Except that memorial, I know of 
nothing from the people or their local representa- 
tives on this subject. No petition has come in; 
and, so far as my knowledge extends, no letter has 
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been received, calling for tHe recision of this or- 
der. The people of the West have manifested no 
opposition to the order; and it is a gratuitous as- 
sumption to aver their discontent. í donot un- 
dertake to say that all are for it; on the contrary, 
I know the Opposition party to be against it, as 
they are against evéty measure of the Republican 
Administration; some persons interesléd in banks 
are against it, because they wish to make the 
national domain a fund to bank upon; the 
speculators are all against it, because it puts an 
end to their speculations. These classes are 
against the order, but the body of the people are 
for il: They know it to be salutary and beneficent 
- in its operation. They know it to have been 
attacked because it was too favorable to the 
‘West—because it transferred gold and silver from 
tle Fast to the Wesi—betause it filledthe Western 
anks with speciebecause it made specie the 
common currency of the people in the West, 
They know the orderto have been attacked on 
these grounds; and they know that while it in reality 
caused specie to flow to the West, it caused no 
mote to flow there, and; in fact, not as much to 
flow there, as the péoplé of the interior are entitled 
to receive out of the foreign importations and from 
the coinages of our own mints. The sea port 
towns are not entitled to the whole importations of 
specie and to the whole coinages of the mint; the 
interior of the country is entitled to a share; and 
the effect of this order was to give them a share, 
but by ho ineans a full share. Gentlemen, then, 
äre mistaken in averting this order to be odious in 
. the new States. Great efforts have been made by 
politicians to rerider il Gdions; a political clamor has 
been kept up against it; but the fact that not orie 
petition, no legislative memorial, except from an 
Opposition State, no letters even, have been re~ 
ceived against it, is conclusive evidence that there 
is no foundation for the assertion that is here made. 
Finally, gentlemen suppose there is no reason 
Yor excluding notes from the land office, which do 
hot apply with equal force to the customs. This 
isa mistake. There is a great difference in the 
evils of the receivability at the two places; and, 
while I adhere to the act of 1789, and of 1800, 
which made gold and silver the only currency of 
the Federal treasury, and shall never consider the 
Treastiry safe until those acts are re-established 
and enforced, yet I can see manifest reasons for 
&xcliiding paper money from the land offices which 
do not apply to the customs. In one case, there is 
a limit upon the amount which can be received; in 
the other case, there is no limit. In one there is 
danger of exciting a spirit of speculation; in the 
biher there is none. In one you may lose the 
whole natiorial domain, the land itself as well as 
the. paper received for it; in the other you 
can lose nothing büt the paper received. These 
are clear propositions which have but to be seen in 
order to be felt and understood. There is no limit 
to the amount of paper money which may be paid 
at the land offices, except in the quantity of the 
land, and the capacity of the banks to manufacture 
and to lend paper. At the custom houses there is a 
limit. The quantity of goods imported, and the 
rate of duty upon these goeds, impose a limitation 
upon the receivable amount of that branch of the 
revenue. No morecan.be paid than the duties 
amount to; but in the case of the lands, the sales 
can go on as long as land can be found, and paper 
can be manufactured. Thus, in our great fluctua- 
tions in the revenue, the excesses and deficiencies 
have chiefly occurred in the land office receipts. In 
the: great surplusses of revenue which accrued in 
Mr. Monroe’s time, the land sales were seen to rise 
and fall, in less than three years, from twe millions 
up to twenty-eight millions, and back to about one 
million. In thesurplus season which has just passed, 
we have seen the land sales again rise from four mil- 
lions to fifteen; from fifteen totwenty-five,and from 
twenty-five fall back toseven. The paper money 
buys the land, but it does not buy the goods. If 
the paper of our 900 banks could be carried to 
Europe, and be paid, byforce of law, to merchants, 
and manufacturers for foreign goods, then the cases 
would be parallel: there would be no limit on the im- 
portations, and none on the duties, and as great fluc- 
tuations would occur in the custom house revenye 


as inland révenue. A thousand millions might be im- 


ported ore yéar; and nothing the next year. As | 
often as the right has. beën given by law to go and f 


take the public lands for paper monéy, just so often 
have the sales become excessive; and so it will be 
again, and for ever. So it has been, and so it will 
be. Nothing but hard. money payments can impose 
the proper and regular limit upon the sales which 
the Safety of the Treasury and the welfare of the 
settlers require. Open the land offices to paper 
money, and the Treastity becomes a balloon; now 
distended and rising above the clouds, then col- 
lapsed, plunging to the earth, and dragged along 
the ground. Ihave mentioned this evil to gentle- 
men: they could not deny it to be true, nor excuse 


` it; but they said it could be prevented by stopping 


the sales of the lands. Stopping the sales! as if the 
new States would submit, or ought to submit, to 
such a stoppage! Error upon error, and blunder 


-upon blunder, would be the history of such a stop- 


page. ‘The first step is wrong} the second one 
worse; and the only true course is to begi right, 
and sell lands fer hard money only. This is the 
simple and easy remedy for all the evils; it limits 
the sales to the amount required for cultivation; it 
gives to the Treasury a uniform and regular sup- 
ply; it prevents speculation; it operates as a pre- 
emption law in favor of settlers; it saves the land 
from being plundered from the Government in ex- 
change for worthless or depreciated paper; and it 
helps to diffuse that gold and silver over the coun- 
try, and among the people, which would otherwise 
lie in masses at the import cities. 

The resolution of the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray] consists of three parts; the first to re- 
scind the Treasury Order; the second to compel 
the universal reception of local bank notes in pay- 
ment of dues to the General Government; the 
third to compel the Government to pay out the 
same notes to all that will receive them. 

I have discussed the first of these propositions, 
and have presented myself prominently in opposi- 
tion to it; not in the expectation of preventing its 
adoption, for I know its passage to be certain, but 
to show my own opinions, and to disclose in ad- 
vance some view of the evil consequences to result 
from rescinding the Treasury Order. That order 
will be rescinded. Every body knows it will be 
rescinded. A bill has gone from this chamber to 
the House of Representatives with a clause to that 
effect; a clause inserted by a vote almost general. 
The whole current is for the rescision; but I never 
swim with the current when I see it flowing upon 
rocks and plunging into 2 gulf. That order will 
be rescinded; so far as this chamber is concerned, 
it is already rescinded ; and there is no use in doing 
the work over again, except to gain the high honor 
of killing the dead. It is condemned; but it is a 
wise and patriotic order, honorable to the sagacity 
and courage of the Pres.dent that issued it, and 
one that its few friends will never be ashamed of. 
It had my approbation in the beginning; it has it 
now; and the experience of a few years will evince 
the wisdom of its conception and the improvidence 
of its rescision. 

The two other branches of the resolution are yet 
to be discussed; and in that discussion I shall con- 
sider the two as one; for the second is only a co- 
rollary of the first, and needs no enactment to give 
it effect if the first shall be adopted. Pass the one, 
and the other follows of itself. Compel the Ge- 
vernment to receive all its debts and dues in the 
paper of nine hundred banks, and it will have no- 
thing else but the paper of these banks to pay out. 
It must pay out that paper, or nothing; and the 
public creditors must take that paper, or nothing. 
The Government will have nothing else to offer, 
and there will be no occasion to effect by legisla- 
tion what would already be effected by necessity. I 
perceive gentlemen are disposed to shrink back 
from the conditional tender which the third clause 
of this resolution prescribes. They shrink from 
making paper money a forced tender; for it would 
amount to a forced tender, under the operation of 
this resolution, in all payments from the General 
Government. The author of the resolution [Mr. 
Cray] discovers a disposition to relinquish it; but it 
is nothing to relinquish the disbursing clause if the 
receiving one is retained. One includes the other. 


» Senate. 
What is received, must be disbursed; and gentle- 
men had as well. go -the whole, and vote the dis- - 
butsing clause if they vote the receiving one. I can 
ste. no difference between the two votes; the one 
implies the other; The only effect of adopting the 
receiving Clause, and rejecting the disbursing. one, 
would be- to impose upon the Executive Depart- 
ment the necessity of paying out paper money 
when Congress itself shrunk from the responsibility 
of voting it. soe, 
Here, thén, is a proposition to compel the Gene- 
ral Government to receive all the notes of all the 
banks in the United States, chartered and unchar- 
tered, crëated and tò be created, in the payment of 
all the debts and dues to the United States, and in 
exchange for all the public lands which are held 
in trust for the public benefit. Upon what peti- 
tion, and with what object, is this extraordinary 
proposition presented—a proposition which goes the 
whole length of repealing the Constitution of the 
United States, and converting her hard money 
Treasury into a paper money balloon? Upon 
what petition is this proposition founded? Has any 
State, any public meeting, any bank directory, 
asked it? Notone! Tho whole originates with a 
solitary member of the Senate, unsupported by a 
voice in the Union for the unheard of favor which 
he proposes to confer upon 900 banks. Doubtless 
it will be very agreeable to these banks to'have 
their paper made 4: national currency! Doubtless 
it will be. very profitable to them to have 
their paper made a legal tender at all the land of- 
fices, custom houses, post offices, and Federal court 
clerks’ and marshals’ offices throughout the Union; 
but certain it is that no one of them has had the 
face to ask it! They must feel infinite gratitude 
for the boon, if obtained~ for them; but they have 
not been ableto commit the impropriety of asking for 
it! Reduced to its essence, and it is a proposal to the 
Senate to violate the Constitution, ruin the finances, 
and plunder the public creditors; and these are things 
which no bank in the United States has thought 
proper to ask at our hands. ‘The whole comes for- 
ward as the solitary proposition of an individual 
Senator, and bottomed upon the single assumption 
that it is necessary to enable the banks to resume 
specie payments. 'T'o enable the banks to resume! 
Strange that none of them ‘found out that secret! 
and that all the solvent commercial. banks in the 
United States have resumed, or have put them- 


- selves under pledges to resume before the first day 


of January next. The honest and solvent part of 
the banks have resumed, or have bound themSelves 
to do it; and that without hoping any thing from the 
aid, or fearing any thing from the hostility, of the Ge- 
neral Government. ‘They have resumed, are resum- 
ing, and willresume, and no action of ours can pre- 
vent them from doing it, much less is any action 
from us required as a condition precedent to enable 
them to do it.. The hundred banks of New York 
have*resumed; the whole without exception, and all 
without difficulty, In all quarters of the Union the 
solvent commercial banks have followed the New 
York lead, either actually resumed, or declared 
their determination to doso. To offer these banks 
aid, under these circumstances, is to perform that 
service which is called post bellum, auxilium, that is 
to say, aid after the war. It is doing what Dr. 
Johnson ridiculed the Earl of Chesterfield for 
having done—patronised his dictionary after. the 
book happened to need no patron——after withhold- 
ing patronage, when the book did need ite No, sir, 
no! The honest and solvent banks have resumed 
without asking for Government aid, and withcut 
inventing flimsy pretexts to screen. themselves, or 
to inculpate others. The New York banks, and 
those which have. followed their Jead, have acted 
openly and candidly; they have no need for aid, or 
for pretexts. If the miscalled Bank of the United 
States, and her subalterns, require aid to enable 
them to resume, Jet them say so, and tell what 
they ask. If they need a pretext to cover are- 
treat from the non-resumption position ‘in which 
they have placed- themselves, let their file leader 
invent that pretext. Let Mr. Biddle invent it. An 
invented pretext will'answer all their purposes per- 
fectly well; and: if they will neither ask aid in 
plain terms,nor back ont from a. false: position 
upon simulated pretexts, let them stand as they-are. 
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Let them lie behind their cotton bags until they 
force the people to choose a bank attorney for Pre- 
sident. Let them lie there! lie till doomsday! I 
thank them for their folly in getting there; and with 
my good pleasure, they may lie there until they get 
up of themselves, or die. The New York flag, and 
those which rally under it, will be enough for the 
country; the Philadelphia flag, and its non-resump- 
tion crew, may stick it out as long as they can, or 
as long as they dare, behind the defences of their 
cotton bags, and under the battery of public con- 
tempt, popular indignation, and judicial prosecu- 
tion. : 

‘The first ebjection to this proposition is its gross 
and utter unconstitutionality. {tis a plain, open, 
palpable, violent infraction of the Constitution. 
‘That instrament recognises gold and silver coin only 
as the currency of the Federal Treasury; and al! at- 
tempts to make paper money a legal tender to the 
Government is a clear violation of that instrument. 
It isto no purpose to quote the practice of the Go- 
vernment, and to say that paper money has always 
been received in payments tothe Federal Treasury 
The answer to that reference is, that such receipt 
was always voluntary on the part of the Govern- 
ment, and never compulsory; that the Government 
always had a right to reject it; ‘and the holders of 
the paper never had a right to tender it. But now 
this is to be reversed. The receipt of these notes is 
to be made compulsory, not volantary. The right 
to tender it to the Government is to be vested in 
every individual, and in every bank; and the right 
to reject itis to be denied to the Government. This 
constitutes a difference between the past practice 
of the Government and the present proposed enact- 
ment, too obvious to be overlooked, and too essen- 
tial to permit one to be justified by the other. 

The order of General Hamilton, of 1790, per- 
miting bank notes to be received in payment of the 
revenue, contrary, as I believe, to the act of 1789, 
was wholly intended to be for the convenience of 
the Treasury, and was, besides, declared by him to 
be a temporary measure. He merely directed the 
motes to be received as the actual representatives of 
the dollars they promised to pay; he merely took 
them as so many little wallets, or bags, containing 
the number of dollars berne on their face. This 
was General Hamilton’s order. The joint resolu- 
tion ef 1816 was of the same character—permis- 
sive to the Government, not obligatory upon it, 
Under this order of General Hamilton, and under 
this resolution, the practice of the Government has 
obtained; and nothing in that practice can be pleaded 
in justification of this compulsory reception of 
paper money at the Federal Treasury, now for the 
first time proposed to be made compulsory, since 
the foundation of our Government. 

Convinced of the liability of the resolution to the 
objection of unconstitutionality, the Senator from 
Kentucky who has moved it, [Mr. Cuay,]} has come 
forward in advance to remove that obstacle from 
the path of his favorite measure. He has given us 
an argument on the point; and the substance of it 
is, that the Government has a right to receive its 
taxes and dues in any. thing that it pleases. Sir, 
this argument has neither originality nor force. It 
was used forty-five : years ago by General Hamil- 
ton; but has never been used since until on the pre- 
sext occasion. General Hamilton used it once, and 
but once, the enormity of the proposition striking 
every mind, and shocking every sense. The pro- 
position is bottomed apon the idea that we have no 
Constitution; that’ the will of the Legislature is 
sovereign; and that it may order taxes to be collect- 
ed in what it pleases. This may do in Russia, but 
it will not do in the United States; it will not do 
where such a Constitution as ours exists. By our 
Constitution Congress may lay taxes; but for what 
purposes? to pay the debts,of the Government. 
Now, can the Government pay its debts with any 
thing but money? and is there any money but geld 
and silver? Can the Government pay its debts— 
pay its army and navy—its civil officers, contrac- 
tors and laborers—can it pay them in cotton or to- 
bacco, in lead or in furs, or.in the notes of nine 
hnndred banks, or of any one bank? Certainly it 
cannot make such payment. I speak of the legal 
right to make such payment—the right to tender it, 
and to plead tender and refusal in the discharge of 
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the debt, if not accepted? It hasno right to do these 
things; but when the Government has nothing else 
to tender—when the creditor has no choice—wheh 
it is that or nothing, then the creditor is under a 
duress, and must take what he can get. He must 
take the cotton or tobacco, the lead or the furs, the 
bank notes or the shin-plasters; be it what it may, 
that the Government offers. He is in no cóndition 
to coerce the Government, and. must submit to re- 
ceive what it tenders to him. But this is “might,” 
not “right;” it is power, not justice. Heretofore it 
has Sothelimes been the misfortune and the humi- 
lation of the Government to tender depreciated pa- 
per; under this resolution, if adopted, such tender 
will become the regular and permanent practice of 
the Government. i 

From the unconstitutionality of this proposition, 


I proceed to its consequences, than which nothing | 


could be more disastrous to every interest, to the 
public Treaswry, to the banks themselves, and to 
the country generally. 

To the public Treasury it would be fatal. The 


paper of 909 banks to become a légal tender to the | 


Government at every land office, post office, and 
custom-hotise in the United States, would sweep 
off the lands, the duties, and the postages in double 
quick time. The lands would all be sold, the 
duties would all be paid, the postages would all be 
met; and what would the Government receive ? 
a pyramid of paper, composed of bank issues froin 
all quarters of the Union, subject to every degree 
of depreciation, and destined to constitute a fright- 
ful mass of that humiliating stuff known in the 
vocabulary of our finances by the name ef “ una- 
vailable funds.” Under this resolution, the cus- 
toms in New York, and in every sea-port town might 
be paid in the notes of any bank in the remote West, 
which could obtain the reputation of a specie payer, 
by paying specie for a week, or a month; the lands, 
in like manner, might be paid for in the notes of 
similar banks in the extreme east, north, or south. 
‘The postages in New Orleans might be paid in 
notes from Vermont. All that would be wanting 
would be a broker’s report, a newspaper. para- 
graph, a bank note table, or an affidavit, showing 
that the bank was paying specie when last heard 
from. This would be sufficient; it would consti- 
tute the bank a sound specie-paying institution, 
within the words of the resolution ; and the right 
of the hoider of her notes would be complete to 
tender them to the Government in discharge of 
every debt or due, in every quarter of the Union. 
The loss of the whole national domain, the pay- 
ment of the revenues in depreciated paper, and the 
bankruptcy of the Treasury, would be inevitable. 
Two years might suffice for the accomplishment of 
this disastrous result; and certainly the mover of 
the resolution cannot but look toit himself. He 
says the local banks must fail again, if there is no 
National Bank to keep them in order; he admits 
there isno chance fora National Bank—that it is in 
vain even fcr him to introduce a bill for one. He 
therefore admits the ruin of the finances as the con- 
sequence of the adoption of this second branch of his 
resolution, He admits it fully; and this admission is 
in full accordance with his ancient and well settled 
opinions. As far back as the year 1816, that Se- 
nator, in a speech to his constituents in Kentucky, 
in justification of his vote for the Bank of the 
United States, gave as a reason for it that the State 
banks “‘‘cowld- not be depended upon?—that the 
General Government could not DEPEND UPON 
them; and, therefore, a National Bank must be 
created to supply a currency and to keep the pub- 
lic moneys. Experience has confirmed the truth 
of this opinion, so far as- the State banks 
are concerned. Since the time it was uttered, the 
State banks have twice proved that they cannot be 
depended upon by the General Government. They 
proved it in 1819, and again in 1837. They had 
proved it before, in time of war; they have twice 
proved it since, in time of peace. The banks are 
more numerous now than they were then—more 
closely engaged in politics now than then—more 
addicted to hazardous schemes of trading and rail- 
road and canal making now than then—as much 
addicted to small notes as ever, and, therefore, 
more dangerous now than then. Right as the 
Senator from Kentucky was, in 1816, in his opi- 
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nion that the State banks could not be depended 
upon by the General Government, he is ‘still ‘more 
so in his opinion that these banks must, fail again. 
Big with inherent dangers, they are beset by new 
and extraordinary perils. An enemy. lies in wait 
for them! one that foretells their destruction; 13 
able to destroy them, and which looks for its owi 
success ifi their ruin. The report of the committee 
of the New, York banks expressly refers to. “acts of 
deliberate hostility” from a neighboring institution 
as a danger which the resuming banks might have 
to dread. The reference was plain to the miscalled 
Bank of the United States as the source df this 


danger. Since that time an insolent and daring 


threat has issued from Philadelphia, bearing the. 
matks of its Bank paternity, openly threatening the 
resuming banks of New York with destruction. 
This is the threat: “Let the banks of the Empiré 
State come up from their Elba, and enjoy their húni 
dred days of resumption; a Waterloo awaits them, and 
a St. Helena is prepared for them.” Here is a direct 
menace, and coming from-a source whichis able 
to make good what it threatens. Without hostile 
attacks, the resuming banks have a perilous process 
to go through. The business of resumption i8 
always critical. It is a case of impaired cres 
dit, and a Slight circtimstance may excite a 
panic which may be fatal to the whole. The 
public having seen them stop payment, . can 
readily believe in the mortality of their nature, and 
that another stoppage is as easy as the former. 
On the slightest alarm—on the stoppage of a few 
inconsiderable banks, or on the noise of a grounds 
less rumor—a general panic may break out. Saute 
qui peut—save himself who can—beconies the cry 
with the public; and almost every bank may be 
Tun.down. So it wasin England after the long 
suspension there from 1797 to 1823; so it was in 
the United States after the suspension from 1214 
to 1817; in each country a second sioppage ensucd 


| in two years after resumption; and these second 


sjoppages are like relapses to an individual after a 
spell of sickness; the relapse is more easily brought 
on than the original disease, and is far more dan- 
gerous. The banks in Engiand suspended in 1797 
—they broke in 1825; in the United States it was 
a suspension during. the war, and a breaking in 
1819-20. So it may be again with us. . There AB: 
imminent danger to the resuming banks, -without 
the pressure of premeditated hostility; but, with 
that hostility, their prostration is almost’ certain, 
The Bank of the United States ca crush hûn- 
dreds on any day thatit pleases. It can send out 
its agents into every State of the Union, with seal- 
ed orders to be opened on a given day, like cap- 
tains sent into different seas; and can break hun- 
dreds of local banks within the same hour, and 
over an extent of thousands of miles. Itcan do 
this with perfect ease—the more easily with resur- 
rection notes—-and thus excite a universal panic, 
crush the resuming banks, and then charge the 
whole upon the Government. This is what it can 
do; this is what it has threatened; and stupid is thé 
bank, and doomed to destruction, that does not 
look out for the danger, and fortify against it. In 
addition to all these dangers, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, the author of the resolution himself, tells 
you that these banks must fail again! he tells you 
they will fail! and in the very same moment he 
presses the compulsory reception of all the notes of 
all these banks upon the Federal Treasury! What 
is this but a proposition to ruin the finances—to 
bankrupt the Treasury—to disgrace the Adminis- 
tration—to demonstrate the incapacity of the State 
banks to serve as the fiscal agents of the Govern- 
ment, and to gain a new argument for the creation 
of a National Bank, and the elevation of the Bank 
party to power? This is the clear inference from 
the proposition; and viewing it in this light, I feel it 
to be my duty to expose, and to repel it, as a pro- 
position to inflict mischief and disgrace upon the 
country. 

Unconstitutional as this preposition is upon its 
face—rainous as it must be in its consequences—it 
comes before us without the excuse, apology, or 
palliation of a single extenuating circumstance. 
No necessity for it can be pleaded,or pretended. So 
faras it is safe, or desirable to receive bank notes, 
they can be received, and they are now received, 
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. Under the permissive operation of the joint resolu- 
“tion of 1816. The Secretary of the Treasury is 
now acting under that resolution; and no bank, no 
‘State, no public body, has dsked him to go further 
than he has gone. Politicians alone have taken up 
this matter, and have proposed, for the first time 
‘since the foundation of the Government—for the 
first time in 48 years—to compel the Government 
to receive paper money for its dues. The pretext 
is, to aid the banks in resuming! This, indeed, is 


a marvellous pretty conception! Aid the banks to . 


resume! Why; sir, we cannet prevent them from 
resuming. Every solvent, commercial bank in the 
United States either has resumed, or has declared 
its determination to do so in the course of the year. 
The insolvent, and the political banks, which did 


not mean to resume, will have to follow the New ` 


York example, or die! Mr. Biddle’s Bank must 
follow the New York lead, or die! The good banks 
“ate with the country; the rest we defy.“ The po- 
litical banks may resume or not, as they please, or 
as they dare. Af they do not, they die!. Public 
opinion, and the laws of the land, will exterminate 
them. If the president of the miscalled Bank of 


the United States has made a mistake in recom- - 


mending indefinite non-resumption, and in propos- 
ing to establish a confederation of broken banks, 
and has found out his mistake, and wants a pre- 
text for retreating, let him invent one. There is 
no difficulty in the case. Any thing that the Go- 
vernment does, or does not—-any thing that has 
happened, will happen, or can happen—will an- 
swer the purpose. Let the president of the Bank 
of the United States give out a tune: incontinently 
it will be sung by every bank man in the United 
Slates; and no matter how ridiculous the ditty may 
be, it will be celebrated as superhuman music. 

Sir, the honest commercial banks have resumed, 
ormean to resume. ‘They have resumed, not up- 
on the fictitious and delusive credit of legislative 
enactments, but upon the solid basis of gold and 
silver. The hundred millions of specie which we 


have accumulated in the country, has done the’ 


‘business. To that hundred millions the country 
is indebted for this early, easy, proud and glorious 
resumption! and here let us do justice to the men 
of this day—-to the policy of General Jackson—and 
to the success of the experiments—to which we are 
indebted for these one hundred millions. Let us 
contrast the events and effects of the stoppages in 
1814, and in 1819, with the events and effects of 
the stoppage in 1837, and let us see the differences 
between them, and the causes of that difference. 
The stoppage of 1814 compelled the Government to 
use depreciated bank notes during the remainder 
of the war, and up to theyear 1817. Treasury notes, 
even bearing a large interest, were depreciated ten, 
twenty, thirty per cent. Bank notes were at an 
equal depreciation. The losses to the Government 
from depreciated paper in loans alone, during the 
war, were computed by a committee of the House - 
of Representatives at eighty millions of dollars. 
Individuals suffered in the same proportion, and 
every transaction of life bore the impress of the 
general calamity. Specie was not to be had. 
‘There was, nationally speaking, none in the coun- 
try. The specie standard was gone; the measure 
of values was lost; a fiuctuating paper money, ruin- 
ously depreciated, was the medium ofall exchanges. 
To extricate itself from this deplorable condition, 
the expedient of a National Bank was resorted to 
—that measure of so much humiliation, and of so 
much misfortune, to the Republican party. For 
the moment it seemed to give relief, and to restore 
national prosperity; but treacherous and delusive 
was the seeming boon. ‘The banks resumed—re- 
Japsed—-and every evil of the previous suspension 
‘yetarned upon the country with increased and ag- 
gtavated force. I-have apt authority for saying 
that the seven years of most disastrous fortune which 
ever this country experienced, were those which 
immediately ensued the establishment of this se- 
cond United States Bank, and which covered the 
period of its own paralysis, and the general break- 
ing of the: logal banks. Ihave authority for this, 
and I read it from a”‘speech delivered in the Se- 
nate in the year 1832. 


“Bight years ago it was my painful duty to present to the 
other house of Congress an unexaggerated picture ofthe general 


distress pervading the whole land, We mun all yet remember 
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seme of its frightful features. We all know that the people T 


were then oppressed and‘borne-down by an enormous load of 
debt; that ruinous sales and sacrifices were every where made 
of roal etter fiat stop laws, and relief laws, and paper money 
were adopted'to save the people frum impending ‘destruction; 
that a deficit in the public revenue existed. i 
Government to seize upon, and direct from its legitimate ob 
ject, the appropriatién to the sinking fand, to redeem the na- 
uuonal debt; and that our commerce and navigation: were 


threatened with a complete paralysis. In short, sit, if Lwere - 


to select any term of.seven years since the adoption of the pre- 
sent Constitution, which exhibited a scene of the most wide- 


spread desolation and dismay, it would be exactly that term ‘of + 
seven years. which immediately preceded the establishment ‘of : 


the tariff of 1824. 
Such is the picture, drawn by-a hand (Mr. Cray] 
_ which makes it authority in this case, of the deso- 
lation of the country during the period of bank 
stoppage, from 1817 to 1824. The Bank of the 
United States was ‘then in full life, and was no 
shield or support to the country in all this calami- 
. ty; nor did it aid the‘country in recovering from it. 
The same speech informs us that the tariff was then 
the grand panacea for all the calamities of the 
country! and that the act of 1824 for the protection 
of American industry lifted the people from the 
abyss of ruin in which they were plunged, and, in 
return for their seven years of unparalleled calami- 
ty, gave them a jubilee of seven years of unprece- 
dented prosperity. This is the statement of our 
revived prosperity from the same hand: 

“If the term of seven years were to be selected of the 
greatest prosperity which this people have ever enjoyed since 
the establishment of their present Constitution, it wauld be 
exactly that period of seven years which immediately followed 
the passage of the tariff act of 1824.” 

Such was the language a few years ago. Then 
tariff was every thing, bank nothing. The want 
of a tariff for seven years, then, ruined the coun- 
try; the presence of it for seven years restored 
prosperity. Now bank is every thing, and tariff is 
nothing. The loss of the National Bank has sunk 
us into woe and poverty ; its presence is to re-esta- 
blish national prosperity.. And thus we play off, 
on this grave theatre of legislation, these juggling 
representations te deceive the people, as if they had 
neither memory to recollect the past, nor judgment 
to understand the present, nor eyes to see the play- 
ers shifting their parts with the shifting of the 
changing scenes. 

But toreturn to the point, the contrast between the 
effecis and events of former bank stoppages, and 
the effects and events of the present one. The effects 
of the former were to sink the price of labor and of 
property to the lowest point, to fill the States with 
stop laws, relief laws, property laws, and tender 
laws; toruin nearly all debtors, and to make property 
change hands at fatal rates; to compel the Federal 
Government to witness the heavy depreciation of 
its Treasury notes, to receive its revenues in depre- 
ciated paper, and, finally, to submit to the esta- 
blishmentof a National Bank as the means of getting 
it out of its deplorable condition—that bank, the esta- 
blishment of which was followed by the seven years of 
the greatest calamity which ever afflicted the country, 
and from which calamily we then had to seek relief 

from the tariff, and not from more banks. How dif- 
ferent the events of the present time! _ The banks 
stopped in May, 1837; they resume in May, 
1838. Their paper depreciated but little; pro- 
perty, except in a few places, was but slightly af- 


fected; the price of produce continued good; people. 


paid their debts without sacrifices ; Treasury notes, 
in defiance of political and moneyed combinations 
to depress them, kept at or near par; in many 
places above it; the Government was never 
brought to receive its revenues in depreciated 
paper; and finally, all good banks are resuming 
in the brief space of a year, and no National Bank 
has been created. Such is the contrast between 
the two periods; and now, sir, what is all this 
owing to? what is the cause of this great difference 
in two similar periods of bank stoppages? Itis 
owing to our gold bill of 1834, by which we. cor- 
rected the erroneous standard of gold, and which 
is now giving us an avalanche of that metal; it is 
owing to our silver bill of the same year, by which 
we repealed the disastrous act of 1819, against the 
circulation of foreign silver, and which is now 
spreading the Mexican dollars all over the country ; 
it is owing to our movements against small notes 


under twenty dollars; to our branch mints, f 


and the, increased activity of the mother mint; 
to our determination to . revive the currency 
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and silver curtency—to our “tampering” with, the 
monetary system—i! is owing to these that we have 


‘had this signal suceess in this last stoppage, and are - 


now victorious over all the prophets of wo, and 
over all the architects of mischief. These experi- 
ments, this humbugging, and this tampering, has in- 
creased our specie in six years from twenty mil- 
lions to one hundred millions; and it is these one 
hundred millions of gold and silver which has sus- 
tained the country and the Government under the 
shock of the stoppage, has enabled the honest 
solvent banks to resume, and will leave the in- 
solvent.and political banks without excuse or jus- 
tification for not resuming. Our experiments—I - 
love the word, and am sorry that gentlemen of the 
Opposition, have ceased to repeat it—have brought 
an avalanche of gold and silver into. the country; 
it is saturating us with the precious metals, it has 
relieved and sustained the country; and now when 
these experiments have been successful—have tri- 
umphed over all opposition—gentlemen cease their 
ridicule, and go to work with their paper money 
resolutions to force the Government to. use paper, 
and thereby to drive off the gold and silver which 
our policy.has brought into the country, destroy 
the specie basis of the banks, give us an exclusive 
paper currency again, and produce a new expan- 
sion and a new explosion.: Gentlemen cease their 
idle ridicule, and now go to. work to make laws 10 
defeat us; and defeat us they will, if they pass their 
laws. . We despise their ridicule; but we cannot 
despise laws. Ridicule was harmless; but laws 
will be potent. Ridicule could not prevent gold 
and silver from coming to the country;-but paper 
money laws will expel it. We yesterday voted an 
appropriation for the Southern Exploring expedi- 
tion; and now mark me; remember what l say: 
Pass this resolution to. compel the Government to 
receive paper money, and before that expedition 
returns, a new expansion of the currency, and a 
new explosion of the banks, will take place; and 
when they take. place, they will. -be, charged 
upon the. folly and wickedness of ‘the present Ad- 
ministration. 

Justice to the men of this day requires these things 
to .be stated. They have avoided the errors of 
1811. They have avoided the pit into which they 
saw their predecessors fall. ‘Those who prevented 
the renewal of the bank charter in 1811, ‘did no- 
thing else but prevent its renewal; they provided no 
substitute for the notes of the bank; did nothing to 
restore the eurrency of the Constitution; nothing fo 
revive the gold currency; nothing to increase the 
specie of the country. .They fell back upon the 
exclusive use of local bank notes, without even 
doing any thing to strengthen the local banks, by 
discarding their paper under twenty dollars. „They 
fell back upon the local banks; and the consequence 
was, the total prostration, the utter helplessness, 
the deplorable inability of the Government to take 
care of itself, or to relieve and restore the country, 
when the banks failed. Those who prevented the 
recharter of the second Bank of the United States 
had seen all this; and they determined to avoid 
such error and calamity. ‘They sat out to revive 
the national gold currency, to increase the silver 
currency, and to reform and strengthen. the bank- « 
ing system. They sat out to do these things; and 
they have done them. Against a powerful coti- 
bined political and moneyed confederation, they 
have succeeded; and the 100,000,000 of gold 
and silver now in the country. attests the greatness 
of their victory, and ensuresthe prosperity of the 
country against the machinations of the wicked 
and the factious. i 

It is due to General Jackson and. his friends to 
state and. to proclaim these successful results of 
their policy. The country now feels these results 
in the early, easy; victorious resumption of specie 
payments, without the aid of: a. National Bank; it 


| feels: them inthe revival;of. business and conf- 
- dence, and in. the restoration: of the general prom 
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which the combined enemy can no longer 
keep off, nor longer attribute, to flimsy pre- 
texts and absurd causes. This is our condi- 
tion—victorious: over Hl- the ills and ‘evils of 
the day; and being victorious,» here come in 
two propositions—the paper money resolution, 
and the project for a fifty million bank—to 
claim the merit of -effecting what is already 
accomplished, and to end in expelling cur one 
hundred millions of specie from the country, 
producing a new expansion and explosion, and in- 
volving the Federal Government again in the fate 
of the local banks. ‘That these banks are to fail 
again is declared by the Senator who moves this 
resolution; yet he undertakes to make their paper— 
the paper of banks doomed to fail, as he declares— 
the currency of the Federal Government; to be re- 
ceived in, and paid out by it. And here another 
contradiction, of the highest order of absurdity, is 
presented to us. The author of the resolution, and 
of the project for a fifty million bank, claims the 
establishment of the bank upon the great ground of 
regulating the currency. This is his great ground; 
and now how is this regulation to be effected? Sim- 
ply, and plainly, by two operations: 1. To exclude 
local bank notes from revenue payments; 2. To 
hold the local banks to weekly settlements, at least, 
for all theirnotes received. These are the means by 
which the regulation of the currency is to be effected 
by the great National Bank; yet the author of this 
resolution, and the advocate of this bank, for this 
purpose, denies to the Government the right of re- 
gulating the currency in the same way! He denies 
it the right of excluding bank notes from revenue 
payments; he is for compelling it to receive all the 
notes of all the banks in the Union; and he is for 
denying the Government the right to have settle- 
ments with the banks for their notes, and compel- 
ling them to pay out these notes in all disburse- 
ments from the Treasury. Such is the contradic- 
tion which is presented! a contradiction which ex- 
hibits the mover of this proposition as denying to 
the constitutional Government of his country the 
powers and privileges which he. grants to a mo- 
neyed corporation; and then calling for the erection 
of the corporation to exercise the precise powers 
and privileges which he denies to the Government! 

Sir, I conclude with a remark upon this project 
for a fifty million bank. It cannot be established 
now, nor until the Democracy of the Union shall 
have fought their battles of Cheeronea and Phar- 
salia. The Democracy must first be vanquished 
and subdued; then’ the fifty million bank charter 
may be established; and all I ask is, that the insti- 
tution of King, Lords and Commons, may be put 
into the same charter, and established at the same 
time, in order to spare the country from the scenes 
that would have to be passed through in order to 
establish King, Lords and Communs, by corrupting 
all the great fountains and sources of Liberty— 
THE PRESS—-THE ELECTIONS—THE PUB- 
LIC SCHOOLS—-and THE LEGISLATIVE 
HALLS. 


perity, 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Missouri. 

In Senate, Friday, June 8, 1838—On_ the act from 
the House of Representatives, on its third read- 
ing, making appropriations for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, 
and for arrearages for the year 1837. 

The VICE PRESIDENT having announced the 

third reading of the act, and put the question, 
shall this act pass? 
“Mr. BENTON rose, and said, that so far as the 
passage of the act was concerned, there was no 
necessity for him to say a word. The vote of the 
previous day had shown that the act would pass 
unanimously, although violently opposed. The 
gentlemen who had spoken against it would all 
vote for it; and it was to answer things said in their 
speeches, and not to gain votes, that he now felt 
himself called upon to speak. 

A Senator from New Jersey (Mr. SOUTHARD] 
has brought forward an accusation which must 
affect the character of the late and present Admi- 
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nistrations at home, and the character of the coun- 
try abroad; and. which, justice to these Administra- 
tions, and to the country, requires to be met and 
answered upon the spot. That Senator has ex- 
pressly charged that a fraud was committed upon 
the Florida Indians in the treaty negotiated with 
them for their removal to the West; that the war 
which has ensued was the consequence of this 
fraud; and that our Government was responsible 
to the moral sense of the community, and of the 
world, for all the blood that has been shed, and for 
all the money that has been expended, in the pro- 
secution of this war. This is a heavy accusation. 
At home, it attaches to the party in power, and is 
calculated to make them odious; abroad, it attaches 
to the country, and is calculated to blackea the 
national character. It is an accusation, without 
the shadow of a foundation! and, both, as one of 
party in power, and as an American citizen, I feel 
myself impelled by an imperious sense of duty to 
my friends, and to my country, to expose its incor- 
rectness at once, and to vindicate the Government, 
and the country, from an imputation as unfounded 
as it is odious. 

The Senator from New Jersey first located this 
imputed fraud in the Payne’s Landing treaty, ne- 
gotiated by General Gadsden, in Florida, in the 
year 1832; and, after being tendered an issue on 
the fairness and generosity of that treaty by the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay,] he transferred 
the charge to the Fort Gibson treaty, made in Arkan- 
sas, in the year 1833, by Messrs. Stokes, Elisworth, 
and Schermerhorn. This was a considerable change 
of locality, but no change in the accusation itself; 
the two treaties being but one, and the last being 
a literal performance of a stipulation contained 
in the first. These are the facts; and, after stating 
the case, I will prove it as stated. This is the 
statement: The Seminole Indians in Florida being 
an emigrant band of the Creeks, and finding game 
exhausted, subsistence difficult, and white settle- 
ments approaching, concluded to follow the mother 
tribe, ihe Creeks, to the West of the Mississippi, 
and to reunite with them. This was conditionally 
agreed to be done at the Payne’s Landing treaty; 
and in that treaty it was stipulated that a deputa- 
tion of Seminole chiefs, under the sanction of the 
Government of the United States, should proceed 
to the Creek country beyond the Mississippi—there 
to ascertain first whether a suitable country could 
be obtained for them there; and, secondly, whether 
the Creeks would receive them back as a part of 
their confederacy: and if the deputation should be 
gatished on these two points, then the conditional 
obligation to remove, contained in the Payne’s 
landing treaty, to become binding and obligatory 
upon the Seminole tribe: The deputation went; 
the two points were solved in the affirmative; the 
obligation to remove became absolute on the part 
of the Indians; and the Government of the United 
States commenced preparations for effecting their 
easy, gradual, and comfortable removal. . The en- 


one-third going annually, commencing in the year 
1833, and to be finished in the years 1834, and 
1835. The deputation sent to the west of the Mis- 
sissippi, completed their agreement with the 
Creeks on the 28th of March, 1833; they returned 
home immediately, and one third of the tribe was 
to remove that year. Every thing was got ready 
on the part of the United States, both to transport 
the Indians to their new homes, and te subsist them 
for a year after their arrival there. But, instead of 
removing, the Indians began to invent excuses, and 
to interpose delays, and to pass off the time with- 
out commencing the emigration. The year 1833, 
in which one-third of the tribe were to remove, 
passed off without any removal; the year 1834, in 
which another third was to go, was passed off in 
the same manner; the year 1835, in which the emi- 
gration was to have been completed, passed away, 
and the emigration was not begun. On the contra- 
ry, on the last days of the last month of that year, 
while the United States was still peaceably urging 
the removal, an accumulation of treacherous and 
horrible assassinations and massacres were commit- 
ted. The United States Agent, General Thompson, 
Lieutenant Smith, of the artillery, and five others, 
were assassinated in sight of Fort King; two ex- 


tire emigration was to be completed in three years, . 
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presses were murdered; -and. Major 
mand was massacred. nese eg Be 

In their excuses and pretexts for not removing, 
the Indians never thought of the reasons which have: 
been supplied to them on this floor... They never 
thought of alleging fraud. Their pretexts, were 
frivolous; as that it was a long distance, and that 
bad Indians lived in that country, and that the old. 
treaty of Fort Moultrie allowed them- twenty. years. 
to live in. Florida. Their real motive was the de- 
sire of blood and. pillage on the part of many 
Indians, and still more on the part of the five kun- 
dred runaway negroes mixed up among them; and 
who believed that they could carry on their system 
of robbery and murder with impunity, and that the 
swamps of the country wonld forever protect them 
against the pursuit of the whites. 

This, Mr. President, is the plain and brief narra- 
tive of the causes which led to the Seminole war; it 
is the brief historical view of the case; and if 1 was 
speaking under ordinary circumstances, and in re- 
ply to incidental remarks, I should content myself 


Dade’s com- 


| with this narrative, and let the question go to the: 


country upon the strength and credit of this state- 
ment. But I do not speak under ordinary circum- 
stances; I am not replying to incidental and casual 
remarks. I speak in answer to a formal accusa- 
tion, preferred on this floor; I speak to defend the 
late and present Administrations from an odious 
charge; and, in defending them, to vindicate the 
character of our country from the accusation of the 
Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Sourrarn,] and ta 
show that fraud has not been committed upon these 
Indians, and that the guilt of a war, founded in 
fraud, is not justly imputable to them. To do this, 
it is necessary to prove statements, as well as to 
make them; and to that proof I shali now proceed. 

I draw my proofs from two authentic sources— 
from the treaties themselves, and from the evidence 
furnished by the Secretary at War in 1836, Gen. 
Cass, in answer to a call from the House of Re- 
presentatives for information upon the causes of 
the Seminole war. , , 

I draw from these two sources, and will begin 
with the treaties. I read from the Payne’s Land- 
ing treaty, concluded May 9, 1832. 

tt Fhe Seminole Indians, regarding with jnst respect the soli- 
citude manifested by the President of the United States. for the 
improvement of their condition, by recommending. a removal 
to a country more suitable to their habits and wants than the 
one they at present occupy iù the Territory of Florida, are 
willing that their confidential chiefs, Jumper, Fustilustihadjo, 
Charley Emarthia, Coi hadjo, Holati Bmarthia, Yaha hadjo, 
and Sam Jones, accompanied by their agent, Major Phagan, 
and their faithful interpreter, Abraham, should be sent at the 
expense of the United “States as. early as convenient, to exa- 
mine the country assigned to the Creeks west of the Missis- 
sippi river; and ifthey_ should be satistied with the character 
ofthat country, and of the favorable disposition of the Creeks 
to reunite with the Seminoles as one people, the articles of the 
compact and agreement, herein stipulated at Payne’s Landing, 
on the Ochlawaha river, this 9th day of May, 1532, between 
James Gadsden, in behalf of the Government of the United 
States, and the undersigned chiefs and head men, for and in 
behalf of the Seminole Indians, shall be binding on the respec- 


tive parties. ae 

« ARTICLE I. The Seminole Indians relinquish te the United 
Bates all claim to the land they at present occupy in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, and agree to emigrate to the country assigned 
to the Creeks, west of the Mississippi; it being understood that 
an additional extent of territory, proportioned to their num- 
bers, will be added to the Creek country, and that the Bemi- 
noles will be received as a constituent part ofthe Creek nation, 
and be readmitted to all the privileges ab a member of the 


same,” 

This is the preamble, and the first article of the 
treaty. The second, third and fourth articles sii- 
pulate for the amounts which the United States 
are to pay, and the aid they are to render the 
Indians in removing. The seventh article stipu- 
lates for the removal of. the tribe in three years, 
commencing in 1833, and to be completed in 1835, 
provided the delegation to the West should be satis- 
fied upon the two conditions expressed in the 
preamble to the treaty. It is signed by fifteen 
chiefs, the leaders of the nation, and comprehend- 
ing the seven which were to form the delegation to 
the West. 

We will now follow this delegation to the West, 
and see what was the result of their negotiations in 


; that quarter. 


The Seminoles had stipulated that the agent, 


Major Phagan, and their own interpreter, the 
| negro Abraham, should accompany them; and this 

was done. It so happened, also, that an extraor- 
| dinary commission of three members, sent out by 


\ 
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the United States to adjust Indian difficulties gene- 
rally, was then beyond the Mississippi; and these 
commissioners were directed to join in the negotia- 
tions on the part of the United States, and to give 
the sanction of our guarantee to the agreements 
made between the Seminoles and the Creeks for 
the reunion of the former: to the parent tribe. 
This was done. Our commissioners, Messrs. 
Stokes, Ellsworth, and Schermerhorn, became 
party to a treaty with the Creek Indians for the re- 
union of the Seminoles, made at Fort Gibson the 
14th of February, 1833. The treaty contained this 
article: 

“ARTICLEIV. It is understood and agreed that the Seminole 
Indians of Florida, whose removal to this country is provided 
for by their treaty with the United States, dated May 9, 1882, 
shall'alsa have a permanent and comfortable home on the lands 
hereby set apart as the country of the Creek nation; and they, 
the Seminoles, will hereafter be considered as a constituent part 
ot the said nation, but are to be located on some part of the 
Creek country by themselves, which location shall be selected 
for them by the commissioners who have seen these articles of 
agreement.” . 

This agreement with the Creeks settled one of 


the conditions on which the removal of the Semi- 
noles was to depend. We will now see how the 
other condition was disposed of. 

In a treaty made at the same Fort Gibson, on 
the 28th of March, 1833, between the same three 
commissioners on the part of the United States, 
and the seven delegated Seminole chiefs, after 
reciting the two conditions precedent contained in 
the Payne’s Landing treaty, and reciting, also, the 
convention with the Creeks on the 14th of February 
preceding, it is thus stipulated: 

“Now, therefore, the commissioners aforesaid, by virtue of 
the power and authority vested in them. by the treaty made 
with the Creek Indianson the Mth of February, 1&33, as above 
stated, hereby designate and assign to the Seminole tribe of In- 
dians, for their separate future residence forever, a tract of 
conntry tying between the Canadian river and the south fork 
thereof, and extending west to where a line running nerth and 
south between the main Canadian and north branch will strike 
the forks of Little river; provided said west Jine does not axtend 
more than twenty-five miles west from the mouth of said Lit- 
tle river. And the undersigned Seminole chiefs, delegated 
as aforesaid, on behalf of the nation, HEREBY DECLARE 
THEMSELVES WELL SATISFIED WITH. THE LOCA- 
TION PROVIDED FOR THEM BY THE COMMISSION- 
ERS, and agree that their nation shall commence the remo- 
val to theirnew home as soon as the Government will muke 
the arrangements for their emigration satisfactory the 
Seminole nation.” 

This treaty is signed by the delegation, and by 
the commissioners of the United States, and wit- 
nessed, among others, by the same Major Phagan, 
agent, and Abraham, interpreter, whose presence 
was stipulated for at Payne’s Landing. 

Thus the two conditions on which the removal 
depended, were complied with; they were both 
established in the affirmative. The Creeks, under 
the solemn sanction and guarantee of the United 
States, agree to receive back the Seminoles as a 
part of their confederacv, and agree that they shall 
live adjoining them on lands designated for their 
residence The delegation declare themselves well 
satisfied with the country assigned them, and agree 
that the removal should commence as soon as the 
United States could make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the removal of the people. , 

This brings down the proof to the conclusion of 
all questions beyond the Mississippi; it brings it 
down to the conclusion of the treaty at Fort Gib- 
son—that treaty in which the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Souruarp] has located the charge of 
fraud, after withdrawing the same charge from the 
Payne’s Landing treaty: It brings us to the end of 
the negotiations at the point selected for the charge; 
and now how stands the accusation? How stands 
the chaige of fraud? Is there a shadow, an atom, 
a speck, of foundation on which to rest it? No, sir: 
Nothing—Nothing——-Nothing! Every thing was 
done that was stipulated for; done by the persons 
who were to do it; and done in the exact manner 
agreed upon. In fact, the nature of the things to 
be done west of the Mississippi was such as not to 
admit of frand. Two things were to be done, one 
to be seen with the eyes, and the other to be heard 
with the ears. The deputation was to see theirnew 
country, and say whether they liked it. This was 
a question to their own senses—to their own eyes 
—and was not susceptible of fraud. They were to 
hear whether the Creeks would receive them back 
as a part of their confederacy; this was a question 
to their-own.ears, and was also unsusceptible of 
fraud. © Their own eyes could not deceive them in 
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looking at land; their own ears could not deceive 


them in listening to their own language from. the: 


Creeks. No, six: there was no physical capacity, 
or moral means, for the. perpetration of frand; 
and none has ever been pretended by the In- 
dians from that day to this. The -Indians 
themselves have never thought’ of such a: 
thing. 
ceived party among them. 
ceived party that is at war—a party deceived by 
the delegation which went .to the West—but that 
very delegation itself, with the exception . of. 
Charley Emarthla, are the hostile leaders at home! 
This is reducing the accusation to an absurdity. 
It is making the delegation the dupes of their 
own eyes and oftheir own ears, and then going to 
war with the United States, because their own 
eyes deceived-them in looking at Jand on the Cana- 
dian river, and their own ears deceived them in 
listening to their own language from the Creeks; 
and then charging these frauds upon the United 
States, All this is absurd; and itis due to these 
absent savages to say that they never committed 
any such absurdity—that they never placed their 
objection io rewove upon any plea of deception 
practised upon th.» beyond the Mississippi, but 
on frivolous yu: invented long after the re- 
turn of the dciccn os; which pretexts covered the 
real grounds gro. .g ontof the influence of run- 
away slaves, and some evilly disposed chiefs, and 
that thirst for wiccu aud plunder, in which they 
expected a long course of enjoyment and impunity 
in their swanaps, believed to be impenetrable to the 
whites. 

‘Phus, sir, it is clearly and fully proved that there 
was no fraud practised upon these Indians; that 
‘hey themselves never pretended such a thing; and 
inat the accusation is wholly a charge of recent 
origin sprung up among ourselves. Having shown 
that there was no fraud, this might be sufficient 
for the occasion, but having been forced into the 
inquiry, it may be as well to complete it by show- 
ing what were the causes of this war. To under- 
stand these causes, it is necessary to recur to dates, 
to see the extreme moderation with which the Uni- 
ted States acted, the long time which they tolerated 
the delays of the Indians, and the treachery and 
murder with which their indulgence and forbear- 
ance was requited. The emigration was to com- 
mence in 1333, and be completed in the years 1834 
and 1835. ‘he last days of the last month of this 
last year had arrived, and the emigration had not 
yetcommenced. Wholly intent on their peacea- 
ble removal, the Administration had despatched a 
disbursing agent, Lieutenant Harris of the army, 
to take charge of the expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of these people. He arrived at Fort King on 
the afternoon of the 28th of December, 1835; and 
as he entered the fort, he became ajmost an eye wit- 
ness of a horrid scene which was the subject of his 
first despatch to his Government. He describes it 
in these words: 


“I regret that it becomes my first duty after my arrival here 
to be the narrator of astory which it will be, I am sure, as pain- 


` ful for you to hear as it is for me, who was almost an eye wit- 


ness to the bloody decd, to relate to you, Our excellent Ruper- 
intendent, General Wiley Thompson, has been most cruelly 
murdered by a party af the hostile Indians, and with him Lieu- 
tenant Constant Smith, of the 2d regiment of Artillery, Eras- 
tus Rogers, the suttler to the post, with his two clerks, a Mr. 
Kitzler, anda boy called Robert. This occurred on the after- 
noon of the 28th instant, (ecember.) between threc and four 


| o’clock. On the day of the massacre, Lieutenant Smith had 


dined with the General, and after dinner invited him to take a 
short stroll with him. They had not proceeded more than three 
hundred yards beyond the agency office, when they were fired 
upon by a party of Indians, who rose from ambush in the ham- 
mock, within sight of the fort, and on which the suttler’s house 
borders, The reports of the rifles fired, the war whoop twice 
repeated,”and after a brief space, several other volleys more re- 
mote, and in the quarter of Mr Rogers’s ‘house, were heard, 
anu the smoke of the firing seen from the fort. Mr. Rogers and 
his clerks were surprised at dinner. Three escaped: the rest 
murdered. 

“The bodies of General Thompson, Lieutenant Smith, and 
Mr. Kitzler, were soon found and brought in. Those of the 
others were not found until this morning. That of General 
Thompson was perforated with fourteen bullets. My. Rogers 
had received seventeen. All were scalped, excep: the boy. 

“The cowardly murderers are supposed to be a party of 
Micasookees, 40 or 50 strong, under the traitor Powell, whose 
shrill, peculiar war whoop, was recognised by our interpreters, 
and the one or two friendly Indians we have in the fort, and who 
knew it well. 

“Two expresses (soldiers) were despatched upon fresh horses 
on the evening of this horrid tragedy, with tidings of i! to Gene- 
ral Clinch; but not hearing from Him or them, we conclude 
they were cut of, We are also exceedingly anxious for the fate 
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of the two companies “(under Major Dade) sebich:had:boen 
ordered „2P. from Fort Brooke, and of whom” we. learn, 
nothing. HRA it ee eee oe aa 


Sir, this is the first letter of the disbursing agent, 


_ specially detached to. furnish the supplies to the 


emigrating Indians... He arrives’'in the midst. of 
treachery and murder; and his first letter.isto an- 
nounce.to the Government the assassjnation . of 
their agent, an officer of-artillery, and five citizens; 
the assassination of two expresses, for they were 
both waylaid and murdered; and the massacre of 
one hundred and twelve men and officers under 


- Major Dade. All this took place at once; and. this 


was the beginning of the war. Up to. that mo- 
ment the Government of the United States were 
wholly employed in preparing thé Indians for re- 
moval, recommending them to go, and using no 
force or violence upon them. This is the way the 
war was brought on; this is the way it began; and 
was there ever a case in which a Government was 
so loudly called upon ty avenge the dead, to pro- 
tect the living, and to cause itself to be ‘respected 
by punishing the contemners of its power? The 
murder of the agent was a double offence, a pecu- 
liar outrage to the Government whose representa- 
tive he was, and a violation cven of the national 
law of savages. Agents are seldom murdered even 
by savages; and bound as every Government is to 
protect all its citizens, it is doubly, bound to protect 
its agents and representatives abroad. Here, then, 
is a Government agent, and a military officer, five 
citizens, two expresses, and a detachment of one 
hundred and twelve men, in all one hundred and 
twenty-one persons, treacherously and inhumanly. 
massacred in oùe day! and because General Jack- 
son’s administration did not submit to this horrid 
outrage, he is charged with the guilt of a war 
founded in fraud upon innocent and unoffending 
Indians! Such is the spirit of opposition to our 
own Government! such the love of Indians and 
contempt of whites! and such the mawkish senti- 
mentality of the day in which we live—a sentimen- 
tality which goes moping and sorrowing about in 
behalf of imaginary wrongs to Indians and ne- 
groes, while the whites themselves are the subject 
of murder, robbery and defamation. 

The prime mover in all this mischief, and the 
leading agent in the most atrocious scene of it, was 
a half blood Indian of litte note before this: time, 
and of no consequence in the councils of his tribe; 
for his name is not to be seen in the treaty either of 
Payne’s Landing or Fort Gibson. We call him 
Powell; by his tribe he was called Osceola. He lead 
the attack in the massacre of the agent, and of 
those who were killed with him, in the afternoon of 
the 28th of December. The disbursing agent, 
whose letter has been read, in his account of that 
massacre, applies the epithet traitor to the name of 
this Powell. Well might he apply that epithet to 
that assassin; for he had just been fed and caressed 
by the very. person whom he waylaid and mur- 
dered. He had come into the agency shortly be- 
fore that time with seventy of his followers, pro- 
fessed his satisfaction with the treaty, his readiness 
to remove, and received subsistence and supplies 
for himself and all his party. The most friendly 
relations seemed to be established; and the doomed 
and deceived agent, in giving his account of it to 
the Government, says: “The result was that we 
closed with the utmost good feeling; and'I have never 
seen Powell andthe other chiefs so cheerful and in so 
fine a humor, at the close of a discussion upon the sub- 
ject of removal.” : 

This is Powell, for whom all our sympathies are 
so pathetically invoked! a treacherous assassin, net 
only of our people, but of his own—for he it was 
who waylaid, and shot in the back, in the most 
cowardly manner, the brave chief {Charley Emarthla, 
whom he dared not face, and whom he thus assas- 
sinated because he refused to join him and his run- 
away negroes ih murdering the white people. The 
collector of Indian curiosities and portraits, Mr. 
Catlin, may be permitted to manufacture a hero 
out of this assassin, and to make a poetical scene 
of his-imprisonment on- Sullivan’s island; but it 
will not do for an American Senator ‘to take the 
same liberties with historical truth and our national 
character. Powell ought to have been hung for 


the assassination of General Thompson;..and the 
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only fault of our officers is, that they did not hang 
him the nioment they caught him. The fate of 
Arbiithnot and Ambristef. was due to him `a thou- 
sand times over: ee 

Í have now dñswered the accusation of the 
Senator from Wew Jersey, (Mr. Soursarp.]- I 
have shown the origin of this war. Ihave shown 
that it originated in no fraud, no injustice, no vio- 
lence, on the part of this Government, but in the 
thirst for blood and rapine on the part of these In- 
dians, and in their confident belief that their 
swamps would be their protection against the pur- 
suit of thé whiles; and that, emerging from these 
fastnésses tö cOmmit robbery and murder, and 
retiring to theri to enjoy the fruits of their mas 
rauding expeditions, they had before them a long 
perspective of impunity in the enjoyment of their 
favorite occupation. This I have shown to be the 
cause of the war; and having vindicated the Admi- 
nistration and the country from the injustice of the 
imputation cast upon them, I proceed to answer 
Some things said by a Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Presron,] which téndéd to disparage 
the troops generally which have been ertiployed in 
Florida; to disparage a particular general officer, 
and also to accuse that general officer of a particu- 
lat and specified offence. That Senator has decried 
our troops in Florida for the general inefficiency of 
their operations; he has decried General Jesup for 
the general imbecility of his operations, aiid he has 
charged this General with the violation of a flag, 
and the commission of a perfidious act, in detaining 
ånd imprisoning the Indian Powell, who came into 
hiscamp. Í think there is great error and great 
injustice in ail these imputations; and that it is 
right for some Senator on this floor to aaswer 
them. My position, as chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, would seem to assign that 
duty to me; and it may be the reason why others who 
havé spoken have omitted all reply on these points. 
Be that as it may, I feel impelled to say some- 
thing in behalf of those who are absent, and cannot 
speak for themselves--those who must always: feel 
the wound of unmerited censure; and must feel it 
more keenly when the blow that inflicts the. wound 
falls from the elevated theatre. of the American 
Senate. So far as the army, generally, is con- 
cerned in this censure, I might leave them where 
they have been placed by the Senator from South 
Carolina, and others on that side of the House, if I 
could limit myself to acting a political part here. 
The army, as a body, is no friend of the political 
party to which I belong. Individuals among 
them are friendly to the Administration; but, as a 
body, they go for the Opposition, and : would 
terminate our political existence,’ and put our 
opponents in our place, at the first general 
election that intervenes. As a politician, then, 
I might, abandon them to the care of their political 
friends; but, as an American, as a Senator, and as 
having had some connection with the military pro- 
fession, I feel myself called upon to dissent from 
the opinion which has been expressed, and to give 
my reasons for believing that the army has not 
suffered, er ought not to suffer, by the events in 
Florida. True, our officers and soldiers have not 
performed the same feats there which they performed 
in Canada, and elsewhere. Byt why? Certainly be- 
caúse they have not got the same, or an equiva- 
lent, theatre to act upon, noran énemy to cope 
with over whom. brilliant victories can be obtain- 
ed. The peninsula of Florida, where this war 
rages, is sprinkled all over with swamps, ham- 
mocks, and lagoons, believed for. three. hundred 
years to be impervious to the white man’s tread. 
The theatre of war is. of great extent, stretching 
over'six parallels of latitude; all of it in the sultry 
region below thirty-one degrees of north latitude. 
The extremity of this peninsula approaches the 
tropic of capricorn; and at this moment, while we 
speak here, the soldier under arms at midday there 
will cast no shadow: a vertical sun darts its fiery 
rays direct upon the. crown of his -head. Suffo- 
cating heat oppresses the frame; annoying insects 
sting the body; burning sands, a spongy morass, 
and the sharp cutting saw grass, receive the feet 
and legs; disease follows the summer’s exertion; 
and a dense foliage covers the foe. Eight months 
in the year military exertions are impossible; during 
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four months only eanany thing bedone. The Indians 
well understand this; and, during these four months, 
either give, or receive an atlack as they please, or 


endeavor to consume the season in wiley parleys. - 


The possibility of splendid military exploits does 
not-exist in such a country, and against such a 
foe:but there is room there, and ample room 
there, for the exhibition of the highest qualities of 
the soldier. There is room there for patience, and 
for fortitude, under every variety of suffering, and 
under every form of privation. There is room 
there for courage and discipline to exhibit. itself 
against perils.and trials which sabject courage and 
discipline to the severest tesis. And bas there been 
any failure of patience, fortitude, courage, disci- 
pline, and subordination in all this wa1?_ Where is 
the instance in which the men have revolted against 
their officers, or in which the officer has deserted 
his men? Where is the instance of a flight in bat- 
tle? Where the instance of orders disobeyed, ranks 
broken, or confusion of corps? On the contrary, 
we have constantly seen the steadiness, and the 
discipline, of the parade maintained under every 
danger, and in the presence of massacre itself. 
Officers and men have fought it out where they 
were told to fight; they have been killed in the 
tracks in which they were told to stand. None of 
those pitiable scenes of which all our Indian wars 
have shown some—those harrowing scenes in which 
the helpless prisoner, or the hapless fugitive, is 
massacred without pity, and without resistance; 
none of these have been seen. Many have pe- 
uished; but it was the death of the combatant in 
arms, and not of the captive or the fugitive. In 
no one of oursavage wars have our troops so stood 
together, and conquered together, and died to- 
gether, as they have done in this one; and this 
standing together is the test of the soldier’s charac- 
ter. Steadiness, subordination, courage, d.sci- 
pline; these are the test of the soldier; and in no 
instance have our troops, or any troops, ever 
evinced the possession of these qualities in a higher 


degree than during the campaigns in Florida. 


White, then, brilliant victories may not have been 
seen, and in fact were impossible, yet the highest 
qualities of good soldiership have been eminently 
displayed throughout this war. Courage and dis- 


i cipline have shown themselves, throughout all its 


stages, in their noblest forms. 

From the general impatation of inefficiency in 
our operations in Florida, the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Preston] comes to a particular com- 
mander, and charges inefficiency specifically upon 
him. This commander is General Jesup. The 
Senator from South Carolina has been lavish, and 
even profuse, in his denunciation of that General, 
and has gone so far as to talk about military courts 
of inquiry. Leaving the General open to all such 
inquiry, and thoroughly convinced that the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina has no idea of moving 
such inquiry, and intends to rest the effect of his 
denunciation upon its delivery here, I shall pro- 
ceed to answer him here—giving speech for speech 
on this floor, and leaving the General himself to 
reply when it comes fo that threatened inquiry, 
which I undertake to affirm will never be moved. 

General Jesup is charged with imbecility and 
inefficiency; the continuance of the war is imputed 
to his incapacity; and he is held up here, on the 
floor of the Senate, to public reprehension for these 
imputed delinquencies. This is the accusation; 
and now let us see with how much truth and justice 
it is made. Happily for General Jesup, this hap- 
pens to bea case in which we have data to go up- 
on, and in which there are authentic materials for 
comparing the operations of himself with those of 
other Generals—his predecessors in the same field 
-with whose success the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina is entirely satisfied. Dates and figures far- 
nish this data and these materials; and after re- 
freshing the memory of the Senate with a few 
dates, I will proceed to the answers which the facts 
of the case supply. ‘The first date is, as to the 
ime of the commencement of this war; the second, 
as to the time that General Jesup assumed the 
command; the third, as to the time when he was 
relieved from.the command. On the first point, it 
will be recollected that the war broke out upon the 
assassination of General Thompson, the agent; 


-Lient. Smith, who was. .with.-him; the ‘suttler-and 


his clerks; the murder -of -the two. expresses; and 


- the massacre of. Major .Dade’s command; events. 


which came together in-point. of time, and com- 
pelled an immediate resort to war by the. United 
States. These assassinations, these .nrurders,‘and. 
this massacre, took place on the 28th day. of De- 
cember, 1835. The commencement of the. war 
then dates from that day. The next point is, the 
time of General Jesup’s appointment to the com- 
mand. This occurred in December, 1836. The 
third point is, the date of General Jesup’s relief 
from the command, and this took place in May, of 
the present year, 1838. The war has then con- 
tinned, counting to the present time, two years and 
a half; and of that period, General Jesup has had 
command something less than one year and a half. 
Other Generals had command for a year before he 
was appointed in that quarter. Now, how much 

had those other Generals done? All put together, 

how much had they done? And I ask this question 

not to disparage their meritorious exertions, but to 

obtain data for the vindication of the officer now 
assailed. The Senator from South Carolina is 

satisfied with the operations of the previous com- 
manders; now let him see how the operations of 
the officer whom he assails will compare with the 

operations of those who are honored with his appro- 

bation. 

The Senate will recollect that, early in the pre- 
sent session, a Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Davis] made a very detailed'call upon the Secre- 
tary at War, for information upon all the events 
of the Florida war; and that an answer, fully com- 
mensurate with the call, was duly returned. That 
answer was printed by the order of the Senate, and 
constitutes No. 226 ef our Executive documents. 
One of the inquiries contained in the call was, as 
to the number of the killed, wounded, and prison- 
ers by our arms during this war? To that call I 
find this response in the answer of the Secretary: 

“From the commencement of Indian hostilities in Florida, 
in December, 1835, inclusive of November, 1836, it is seen 
that the number of Indians reported to have been killed, is 
131; the number of Indians, women, children, and negroes 
taken prisoners within the same period, 15." 

This statement, it will be perceived, comes down 
to the exact period at which General Jesup took the 
command, namely, December, 1836; the totality of 
the killed to that day was 131; the totality of 
the -prisoners 15; making an aggregate of 146. 
Now we will see the result of General Jesup’s ope- 
rations. ‘These amount totwo thousand two hun- 
dred prisoners! and the killed may amount to se- 
venty oreighty. Such are the comparative results. 
In prisoners, 2,200 against 15; in killed, about half 
as many under General Jesup as under his prede- 
cessors. Putting the totals of killed and prisoners 
together, and it will be 2,270 against 146; a differ- 
ence of fifteen to one in favor of General Jesup! 

Sir, I disparage nobody. I make no exhibit of 
comparative results to undervalue the operations 
of the previous commanders in Florida. I know 
the dificulty of miliary operations there, and the 
ease of criticism here. I never assailed those pre- 
vious commanders; on the contrary, often pointed 
out the nature of the theatre on which they ope- 
rated as a cause for the miscarriage of expeditions, 
and for the want of brilliant and decisive results. 
Now for the first time I refer to the point, and, 
not to disparage others, but to vindicate the officer 
assailed His vindication is found in the compari- 
son of results between himself and his predeces- 
sors, and in the approbation of the Senator from 
South Carolina of the results under the predeces- 
sors of General Jesup. Satisfied with them, he must. 
be satisfied with him; for the difference is as fif- 
teen to one in favor of the decried General. 

Besides the general denunciation for inefficiency, 
which the Senator from South Carolina has la- 
vished upon General Jesup, and which denun- 
ejation has so completely received its answer in 
this comparative statement; besides this general 
denuneiation, the Senator from South Carolina 

brought forward a specific accusation against the 
honor of the same officer—-an accusation oi pers 
fidy, and of a violation of flag of truce, in the 
seizure and detention of the Indian Powell, who 
had come into his camp. On the part of General 
Jesup, | repel this accusation, and declare bis 
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whole conduct in relation to Powell to have been 
justifiable, under the laws of civilized or savage 
warfare; that it was expedient in point of policy; 
and that if any blame could attach to the General, 
it would be for the contrary of that with which he 
is blamed; it would be for an excess of forbearance 
and indulgence. 

The justification of the General for the seizure 
and detention of this half-breed Indian, is the first 
point; and that rests upon several and distinct 
grounds, either of which fully justifies the act. 


1. This Powell had broken his parole; and there- 
fore, was liable to be seized and detained. 

The facts were these: In the month of May, 
1837, this Powell, with his followers, went into 
Fort Mellon, under the cover of a white flag, and 
there surrendered to Lieutenant Colonel Harney. 
He declared himself done with the war, and ready 
to emigrate to the west of the Mississippi, and soli- 
cited subsistence and transportation for himself and 
his people for that purpose. Lieutenant Colonel 
Harney received him, supplied him with provi- 
sions, and, relying upon his word and apparent 
sincerity, instead of sending him under guard, took 
his parole to go to Tampa Bay, the place at which 
he preferred to embark, to take shipping there for 
the West. Supplied with every thing, Powell and 
his people left Fort Mellon, under the pledge to go 
to Tampa Bay. He never went there! but re- 
turned to the hostiles; and it was afterwards ascer- 
tained that he never had any idea of going West, 
but merely wished to live well for a while at the 
expense of the whites, examine their strength and 
position, and return to his work of blood and pil- 
lage, After this, he had the audacity to approach 
General Jesup’s camp in October of the same year, 
with another piece of white cloth over his head, 
thinking, after his successful treacheries to the 
agent, General Thompson, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Harney, that there was no end to his wicks upon 
white people. General Jesup ordered him to be 
seized and carried a prisoner to Sullivan’s Island, 
where he was treated with the greatest humanity, 
and allowed every possible indulgence and gratifi- 
cation. This is one cf the reasons in justification 
of General Jesup’s conduct to that Indian, and it is 
sufficient of itself; but there are others, and they 
shall be stated. 


2. Powell had violated an order in coming in, with 
a view lu return to the hostiles; and, therefore, was 
liable to be detained. 

The facets were these: Many Indians, at different 
times, had come in under the pretext of a determi- 
nation to emigrate; and after receiving supplies, 
and viewing the strength and pogition of the troops, 
returned again to the hostiles, and carried on the 
war with renewed vigor. This had been done re- 
peatedly. It was making a mockery of the white 
flag, and subjecting our officers to ridicule as well 
as to danger. General Jesup resolved to put an 
end to these treacherous and dangerous visits, by 
which spies and enemies obtained access to the 
bosom of hiscamp. He made known to the chief, 
Coi Hadjo, his determination to that effect. In 
August, 1837, he declared peremptorily to this 
chief, for the information of all the Indians, that 
none were to come in, except to remain, and to 
emigrate; that no one coming into his camp again 
should be allowed to go out of it, but should be 
considered as having surrendered with a view to 
emigrate under the treaty, and should be detained 
for that purpose. In October, Powell came in, in 
violation of that order, and was detained in com- 
pliance with it. This is a second reason for the 
justification of General Jesnp, and is of itself suf- 
ficient to justify him; but there is more justification 
yet, and I will state it. 


3. Powell had broken a truce, and, therefore, was 
liable to be detained whenever he could be taken. 

The facts were these: The hostile chiefs entered 
into an agreement for a truce at Fort King, in Au- 
gust, 1837, and agreed: 1. Not to commit any act 
of hostility upon the whites; 2. Not to go east of 
the St. Johns river, or north of Fort Mellon. This 
truce was broken by the Indians in both points. A 
citizen was killed by them, and they passed both to 
the east of the St. Johns and far north of Fort 


Mellon. As violators of this trace, General Jesup . 
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had a right to detain any -of the hostiles which 
came into his hands, and Powell was one of -these. 

Here, sir, are three grounds of justification, 
either of them sufficient to justify the conduct of 


General Jesup towards Powell.” The first of the 


three reasons applies personally and exclusively to 
that half. breed; the other two apply to all the hos- 
tile Indians, and justify the seizure and detention of 
others, who have been sent to the West. 

So much for justification; now for the expe- 
diency of having detained this Indian Powell: I 
hold it was expedient io exercise the right of de- 
taining him, and prove this expediency by reasons 
both a priori and a posteriori. His previous treache- 
ry and crimes, and his well known disposition for 
further treachery and crimes, made it right for the 
officers of the United States to avail themselves 
of the first justifiable occasion to put an ead to his 
depredations by confining his person until the war 
was over, This is a reason a priori. The reason 
a posterior? is, that it has turned out right; it has 
operated well upon the mass of the Indians, be- 
tween eighteen and nineteen hundred of which, 
negroes inclusive, have since surrendered to Gen. 
Jesup. This, sir, is a fact which contains an argu- 
ment which overturns all that can be said on this 
floor against the detention of Powell. The Indians 
themselves do not view that act as perfidious or 
dishonorable, or the violation of a flag, or even the 
act of an cnemy. They do not condemn General 
Jesup on account of it, but no deubt respect kim 
the more for refusing to be made. the dupe of a 
treacherous artifice. A bit of white linen, stripped, 
perhaps from the body of a murdered child, or its 
murdered mother, was no Jonger to cover the in- 
sidious visits of spies and enemies. A firm and 
manly course was taken, and the effect was good 
upon the minds of the Indians. The number since 
surrendered is proof of its effect upon their minds; 
and this proof should put to blush the lamentations 
which are here set up for Powell, and the censure 
thrown upon General Jesup. 

No, sir,no. General Jesup has been guilty of 
no perfidy, no fraud, no violation of flags. Ee has 
aone nothing to stain his own character, or to dis- 
honor the flag of the United States. If he has erred, 
it has been on the side of humanity, generosity, 
and forbearance to the Indians. Ifhe has erred, 
as some suppose, in losing time to parley with the 
Indians, that error has been on the side of huma- 
nity, and of confidence in them. But has he erred? 
Has his policy been erroneous? Has the country 
been a loser by his policy? To all these questions, 
let results give the answer. Let the twenty-two 
hundred Indians, abstracted from the hostile ranks 
by his measures, be put in contrast with the two 
handred, or less, killed and taken by his predeces- 
sors. Let these results be compared; and let this 
comparison answer the question whether, in point 
of fact, there has been any error, even a mistake of 
judgment, in his mode of conducting the war. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Pres- 
TON] complains of the length of time which Gene- 
ral Jesup has consumed without bringing the war 
toaclose. Here, again, the chapter of compari- 
sons must be resorted to in order to obtain the an- 
swer which justice requires. How long, I pray 
you, was General Jesup in command? from De- 
cember, 1836, to May, 1838; nominally he was 
near a year and a half in command; in reality not 
one year, for the summer months admit of no mili- 
tary operations in that peninsula. His predecessors 
commanded from December, 1836, to December, 
1836; a term wanting but a few months of as long 
a period as the command of General Jesup lasted. 
Sir, there is nothing in the length of time which this 
general commanded, to furnish matter for disad- 
vantageous comparisons to him; but the contrary. 
He reduced the hostiles about one-half in a year 
and a half; they reduced them about the one- 
twentieth in a year.. The whole number was 
about 5,000; General Jesup diminished their num- 
bers, during his command, 2,200; the other 
generals had reduced them about 150. At the rate 
he proceeded, the work would be finished in about 
three years; at the rate they proceeded, in about 
twenty years. Yet he is to be censured here for 
the length of time consumed without brin: ‘ng the 
war toaclose. He, and he alone, is selected: for 


censure. Sir, I dislike these: comparisons ; it is ‘a 
disagreeable task for me to make them; but Iam 
driven to it, and mean no disparagement to others. 
The violence with which General Jesup is assailed 
here—the comparisons to which he has been sub- 
jected in order to degrade: him—leave me no'aller- 
native but to abandon a meritorious officer’ to 
unmerited censure, or to defend him in the same 
manner in which he has been assailed. 

The Senator from South Caròlina speaks of the 
large force which was committed to General Jesup, 
and the little that was effected with that force. Is 
the Senator aware of the extent of the country. over 
which his operations extended? that it extended 
from 31 to 25 degrees of north latitude? that it be- 
gan in the Okefenokee swamp in Georgia, and 
stretched to the Everglades in Florida? that it was 
near five hundred miles in length in a straight line, 
and the whole sprinkled over with swamps, one of 
which alone was equal in length to the distance 
between Washington City and Philadelphia? But 
it was not extent of country alone, withs fast- 
nesses, its climate, and its wily foe, that had to be 
contended with; a new element of opposttion was 
encountered by General Jesup, in the poisonous 
information which was conveyed to the Indians’ 
minds, which encouraged them to hold out, and of 
which he had not even knowledge for a long time. 
This was the quantity of false information which 
was conveyed to the Indians, to stimulate and en- 
courage their resistance. General Jesup took com- 
mand just after the Presidential election of 1836. 
The Indians were informed of this change of Pre- 
sidents, and were taught to believe that the white 
people had broke General Jackson—that was the 
phrase—had broke General Jackson for making 
war upon them. They were also informed that 
General Jesup was carrying on the war without 
the leave of Congress; that Congress would give no 
more money to raise soldiers to fight them; and that 
he dared not come home to Congress. Yes, he 
dared not come hometo Congress! These poor In- 
dians seem to have been informed of intended 
movements against the General in Congress, and 
to have relied upon them both to stop supplies and 
to punish the General. Moreover, they were told, 
that, if they surrendered to emigrate, they would 
receive the worst treatment on the way; that, if a 
child cried, it would be thrown overboard; if. a 
chief gave offence, he would be putin irons. Who 
the immediate informants of all these fine stories 
were, cannot be exactly ascertained. They doubt- 
less originated with that mass of fanatics, devoured 
by a morbid sensibility for negroes and Indians, 
which are now Don Quixotting over the land, and 
filling the public ear with so many sympathetic 
tales of their own fabrication. The Cherokees 
who went among the Seminoles are reported to 
have encouraged them to remain in the country, 
though to cease fighting. 

These false and poisonous reports, sent among 
the Indians, greatly increased the difficulties of Ge- 
neral Jesup. They encouraged them to hold out, 
and poisoned their minds against him personally. 
Under all these disadvantages, it is wonderful 
that he did so much; especially that he succeeded 
so well in gaining their confidence, and inducing so 
large a number of them to come in. The hostiles 
were computed at five thousand souls at the čom- 
mencement of the war; near one-half of them have 
been withdrawn from the war by -the measures of 
General Jesup. The negroes, whose influence was 
so great among the Indians, and whose ferocity 
was so implacable against the whites, have nearly 
all surrendered. They were computed at 4 or 500 
at the breaking out of the war; not 40 now remain; 
and thus this most insidious, dangerous, and fe- 
rocious part of the enemy—that portion to, which, © 
and to Powell, we are indebted for the war—are ` 
now reduced to nothing, and their weight no 
longer to be dreaded or felt. Irepeat: General 
Jesup has withdrawn nearly one-half of the whole 
number of Indians from the hostile ranks; ‘let any 
other commander do as much, and the peninsula 
is cleared of all its enemies. i 

The essential policy of General Jesup has been 
to induce the Indians to come in—=to surrender— 
and to emigrate under.the treaty. This has been 
his main, but not his exclusive, policy; military 
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operations have been combined with it; many 
skirmishes aud actions have been fought since he 
had command; and it is remarkable that this Ge- 
neral, who has. been so much assailed on this floor, 
is the only commander-in-chief in Florida who has 
been wounded in battle at the head of his com- 
mand. His person marked: with the scars of 
wounds received in Canada during the late war 
with Great Britain, has also been struck by a 
bullet, in the face, in the peninsula of Florida; 
yet these wounds—the services in the late war with 
Great Britain—the removal of upwards of 16,000 
Creek Indians from Alabama and Georgia to the 
West, during the summer of 1836—and more than 
twenty-five years of honorable employment in the 
public service—all these combined, and an unsul- 
lied private character into the bargain, have not 
been able to protect. the feelings of this officer 
from laceration on this floor. Have not been suf- 
ficient to protect his feelings! for, as to his charac- 
ter that is untouched. The base accusation—the 
vague denunciation—-the offensive epithets em- 
ployed here, may lacerate feelings, but they do not 
reach character; and as to the military inquiry, 
which the Senator from South Carolina speaks of, 
T undertake to say that no such inquiry will ever 
take place. Congress, or either branch of Con- 
gress, can order an inquiry if it pleases; but be- 
fore it orders an inquiry, a probable cause has to 
be shown for it; and that probable cause never has 
been, and never will be, shown in General Jesup’s 
case. 

The expenses of this war is another head of at- 
tack pressed into this debate, and directed more 
against the Administration than against the Com- 
manding General. Itis said to have cost twenty 
mullions of dollars; but that is an error—an error of 
near one half. An actual return of all expenses up 
to February last, amounts to nine and a half mil- 
lions; the rest of the twenty millions go to the sup- 
pression of hostilities in other places, and with other 
Indians, principally in Georgia and Alabama, and 
with the Cherokees and Creeks. _ Sir, this charge of 
expense seems to be a standing head with the Op- 
position at present. Every speech. gives us a dish 
of it; and the expenditures under General Jackson 
and Mr. Van Buren are constantly put in contrast 
with those of previous Administrations. Granted 
that these expenditures are larger—that they are 
greatly increased; yet what are they increased for? 
Are they increased for the personal expenses of the 
officers of the Government, or for great national 
objects? The increase is for great objects; such as 
the extinction of Indian titles in the States east of 
the Mississippi—the removal of whole nations of 
Indians to the west of the Mississippi—their subsis- 
tence fora year after they arrive there—actual 
wars with some tribes—the fear of it with others, 
and the consequent continual calls for militia and 
volunteers to preserve peace—large .expenditures 
for the permanent defences of the country, both by 
land and water, with a pension list forever increas- 
ing; and other heads of expenditure which are for 
future national benefit, and not for present indivi- 
dual enjoyment. Stripped of all these heads of ex- 
penditure, and the expenses of the present Adminis- 
tration have nothing to fear from a comparison 
with other periods. Stated in the gross, as is 
usually done, and many ignorant people are de- 
ceived and imposed upon, and believe that. there 
has been a great waste of public money; pursued 
into the detail, and these expenditures will be found 
to have been made for great national objects—ob- 
jects which no man would have. undone, to get 
back the money, even if it was possible to get back 
the money by undoing the objects. No one, for 
example, would be willing to bring back the Creeks, 
the Cherokees, the Choctaws, and Chickasaws 
into Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee and 
Worth Carolina, even if the tens of millions which 
it has cost to remove them could be got back by 
that means; and so of the other expenditures; yet 
these eternal croakers about expense are blaming 
the Government for these expenditures. 

Sir, I have gone over the answers which I pro- 
posed to make to the accusations of the Senators 
from New Jersey and South Carolina. I have 
shown them to be totally mistaken in all their as- 
sumptions and imputations. I have shown that 
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there was no fraud upon the Indians in the treaty 
at Fort Gibson—that the identical chiefs who made 
that treaty have since been the hostile chiefs—that 
the assassination and massacre of an agent, two 
Government expresses, an artillery officer, five citi- 
zens, and the 112 men of Major Dade’s command, 
caused the war—that our troops are not subject to 
censure, for inefficiency—that General Jesup has 
been wrongfully denounced upon this foor—and 
that even the expense of the Florida war, resting 
as it does’in figures and in documents, has been 
vastly Overstated to produce effect upon the publi¢ 
mind. All these things I have shown; and I con- 
clude with saying that cost, and time, and loss of 
men, are all out of the question; that, for outrages 
so wanton and so horrible as those which occasion- 
ed this war, the national honor requires the most 
ample amends, and the national safety requires a 
future guarantee in prosecuting this war to a suc- 
cessful close, and completely clearing the peninsula 
of Florida of all the Indians that are upon it. 


DOTATE 
SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


SPEECH OF MR. TURNEY, 
Or TENNESSEE, 
In the House of Representatives, May 31, and June 1, 
1838—In Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
to suppress Indian hostilities. 


Mr. TURNEY addressed the committee as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Chairman: Personally; I entertain for my 
colleague (Mr. BELL] good feelings; but differing 
from him in politics, and having heard him re- 
peatedly denounce on this floor the party, its prin- 
ciples, and its motives, of which I am a humble 
member, and having read, with astonishment, a 
speech delivered by him in the city of Hartford, 
State-of Connecticut, in which he denounced both 
the men and measures which he had heretofore pro- 
fessed to support with zeal and devotion, and being 
the only member from my State of the party to 
which I belong who is in a situation and in the 
habit of participating in debates, it ‘would, under 
these circumstances, be criminal in me longer to 
remair silent. I shall, therefore, proceed to discuss 
the bill under consideration, ánd shall speak of 
men and measures as truth may authorize or duty 
demand. : 

My colleague, in his introductory remarks, com- 


. plains that one portion of the members of this 


House (meaning, I suppose, the friends of the Ad- 
ministration) are, or were, prepared to vote on this 
measure without discussion; that they had not exa- 
mined the subject; had formed no opinions of their 
own, but were voting on the confidence which they 


-had ‘in the Executive who recommended it; and 


that this party was unwilling to afford the Opposi- 
tion time to examine the subject, and to form 
opinions to enable them to act understandingly. 
Sir, I deny the truth of this assertion. I do not 
know by what rule my colleague acted while he 
was in the ranks of the Administration. He may 
have acted then as he new charges others with 
doing—of giving to the Executive recommenda- 
tions his support, without any opinion of their 
correctness, merely because they had been recom- 
mended. This is not the course which the friends 
of the Administration are pursuing. They, sir, so 
far as I have any knowledge, have examined the 
different subjects ef legislation for themselves, and 
act upon their ewn judgments and opinions of their 
respective merits. But my colleague [Mr. Bett] 
complains of this party for attempting to hurry 
this measure through, without giving to the Oppo- 
sition time and opportunity of examining the sub- 
ject, and forming their opinions on the merits of 
the measure. The Opposition have had the same 
time and opportunity. for preparation, that the 
friends of the Administration have had to qualify 
themselves to act understandingly on the subject; 
but this was not, in fact, the true cause of com- 
plaint. They are not only prepared to vote, but 
were prepared to rise in their places, and make long 
speeches for the purpose of informing others how 
to act. Sir, the trath is, and it is useless to attempt 
to disguise it, that the Opposition desired and were 
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| determined to. consume.the public time by making 


long speeches, not on the merits of the bill, but to 
abuse the present and late Administrations for party 
purposes and political effect. : 
Mr. Chairman, my colleague complains of the 
discretionary power conferred on the President: of 
the United States by the Indian treaties, and 
charges the late President not only with a great 
dereliction of duty, but with usurpation of power 


_ in the discharge of his daties in the execution of 


them. He charges, for party and political parpo= 
ses, that he had appointed unworthy agents, who 
were not qualified to discharge the duties confided 
to them, and who had used their appointments for 
the purpose of speeulating on the Indians, and that 
these were the causes which led to and produced 
the Creek and Florida wars. These charges will 
be noticed in their order; but before proceeding to 
do so, I will bestow a few moments to the conside- 
ration of the remedy which my colleague, as chair- 
main of the Committee on Indian Affairs, had 
proposed on the Ist July, 1836. Here Mr. T. 
read from the journal : 


“Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
the following: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs have 
power to sit in the recess of Congress, for the purpose of com- 
pleting the investigation directed by the resolution of this 
House of the 15th of January last, and that any two or more of 
them, under the direction of the committee, be authorized to 
take testimony in relation to the same.” 


It is the duty of the President of the United 
States, under the Constitution and laws, to see that 
these treaties were faithfully executed; and to show 
that the President had, in the discharge of this duty 
promptly and efficiently, on the first intimation he 
had of frauds having been perpetrated on the In- 
dians, I will read to the House the remarks of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. GranTLanp] which 
were made when this resolution was undergoing 
consideration and discussion in this House. 

“Mr. GRANTLAND said that the Georgia delegation concur- 
red fully in all that had been said by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, as to the disposition evinced by the President and the 
Secretary of War to have a strict investigation of the frauds 
alleged to have been committed in certifying contracts for 
Creek Indian lands. At the suggestion, and on the recom. 
mendation, of the Georgia delegation, two additional commis- 
sioners, gentlemen of high character, were appointed several 
months ago to aid Colonel Hogan in bringing that investigation 


to a-speedy-close. While that investigation was in progress, it 
Wasarrested by the commencement of Indian hostility.” 


From these remarks, sir, it appears that the Pre- 
sident had, upon the advice and recommendation 
of the Georgia delegation, some months-previous 
10 that-time, appointed two gentlemen of high cha- 
racter for integrity and patriotism, of undoubted 
capacity and qualifications, to act as commission- 
ers, in addition to those who had been previously 
appointed to investigate the alleged frauds. What 
more could he have done? If this was done, and 
none pretend to deny it, I would like to be inform- 
ed of the necessity or utility of this House sending 
a committee of politicians to the State of Alabama 
to investigate Indian frauds. Was it to be ex- 
pected that a committee, coming, as they did, from 
the different States in the Union, and who were 
unacquainted both with the Indians and the people 
of the South, where, and by whom it was alleged 
these frauds had been. committed, could be 
better, or half so well qualified, to discharge this 
duty as gentlemen raised in the vicinity, and who 
were well and intimately acquainted not only with 
the whites and Indians, by. and between whom the 
contracts and dealings had taken place, and those 
frauds had been perpetrated, but who had a know- 
ledge of the nature and character of these dealings, 
and the persons by whom the facts could be proven? 
For the purpose of showing to the committee the 
opinions entertained, at least by a portion of the 
members of this House, when this resolution was 
reported by the chairman of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, I willread an extract from the speech 
then delivered by an honorable gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Boon] who is now a member of this 
House f 


“Mr, Boon said that he had entire confidence in the Presi- 
dent, and he had no doubt but whai every.exertion would be 
made by the President to probe this matter to the bottom; and 
if fraud shall be found to exist, have the guilty punished. Sir, 
said Mr. B. Lam one of those who never feared responsibility 
on my part; and as one of the representatives of the people I 
am willing to bear my share of responsibility in voting against 
the appointment of a committee on the part of this House, to 
avel through the country te electioneer from now unt thy 
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nexi annual meeting of Congress, at eight dollars per day, and 
eight dollars for every twenty miles’ travel. . Mr. Speaker, I 
witt not detain tho House at this late period of the. session, but 
felt myself called upon to say thus much by way of offset to 
some of the many charges that have beor made against the 
Administration and ita friends.” 


From a full view of this subject, I have come to 
the conclusion that. the case supposed by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Boon] was the real ob- 
Ject of the committee. For I cannot for a moment 
believe that the House desired to send a committee 
of some eight or nine members to the State of Ala- 
bama, at an expense to the Government of eight 
dollars per day, and the like sum for every twenty 
miles each travelled in his tour during the recess of 
Congress, in going to and returning. from the place 
where these investigations were progressing under 
the commissioners appointed by the President. 
Was it designed that this committee should super- 
intend and overlook the movements and conduct of 
the commissioners? or was not the secret object the 
one which was suggested by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Boon]? 

I will now notice the charge made by my colleague 
{Mr. BELL] against the late President of the United 
States, of appointing, for party and political pur- 
poses, unworthy agents. Is this charge true? Who 
was the unworthy agent, and what party or politi- 
cal object was to be effected by his appointment? 
On this subject, my colleague is as silent as the 
grave. He will not afford to the friends of the 
late President an opportunity of disproving this 
charge. Butupon whom does the labor rest? Who 
makes the charge? Who holds the affirmative? 
My colleague makes it. He charges. misconduct 
and corruptions on the late President in certain offi- 
cial acts; which, if true, are susceptible of positive, 
and direct proof; but, if untrue, cannot be nega- 
tived by proof. Where then is the evidence to 

justify this grave charge? None has been afforded. 
Does it exist in his imagination, or has it any foun- 
dation in fact? Let us fora few moments investi- 
gate it. My colleague is the last member on this 
floor who should make such a charge. He ought 
to recollect that he now is, and has been, at the 
head of the Committee on Indian Affairs for many 
years, and during almost the entire Administration 
of General Jackson, and as such, it was his par- 
ticular and especial duty to investigate and report 
to the Houses every thing connected with the ex- 
ecution of the treaties, or touching the interest of 
this nation or the interest of the Indians in any 
way connected with the treaties, or our relations to 
the Indians. But no such report has been made; and 
ifthis charge was known to be true, he was himself 
guilty of a much greater dereliction of duty for not 
bringing the subject properly before the House in 
some tangible form. But,again: my colleague was ex- 
amined as a witness before a celebrated select com- 
mittee of this House, and he was particularly in- 
terrogated as to any frauds in the Executive De- 
partments; and if this chargefwas true, why did he 
not disclose it when called on, and sworn to tell 
the whole truth? Sir, the fact of his failing to dis- 
close it, is evidence conclusive that the charge has 
no foundation, or that he failed to tell the whole 
truth, as he was sworn to do. From these facts, 
and others which I could name, I am well satisfied 
that this charge has no foundation in trath. Bat 
my colleague inquires, with an air of triumph, how 
itis that one Indian could personate another? I 
will tell him how I suppose it was done. A cer- 
tifying agent was appointed by the President, and 
Sent there for the purpose of certifying to the Go- 
vernment the sales of Indian reservations made to 
the whites. This agent was furnished, I suppose, 
with a list of reservations. He, in fact, did not, 
nor could it be expecied that he should, personally 
know all the Indians who were entitled to reserva- 
lions under the treaty, an Indian would present 
himself to the agent, claiming to be entitled to a 
reservation, assuming the name of another. He 
bringing another with him to identify himself as 
the reservec, the agent never having seen him be- 
fore, takes it for granted that he is the reservee. 
The sale is made, the deed signed and certified, 
and they retire; and others come in throughout the 
day, so that it is impossible for the agent to be 
able to recognise and identify the Indians after- 
wards. And as to the frauds in paying the money 


in the presence of the agent, and taking it back 
after they have left his office, this. was a species of 
fraud that the agent could not, nor was it expected. 
that he would, prevent. He had protected the In- 


dian,so far asto seethat he received a: full and | 


fair price for his land, and that the money was in 
fact paid to him; and there his duty and power 


were at an end, after which the Indian could do as. 


he pleased with the money. ; ‘ 

I next propose to consider the amendment offered 
by my colleague. This amendment proposes, first, 
to divert two millions of the sum in the bill from 
the objects therein specified, and to place it in the 
power of the President to use it in negotiating a 
new treaty with the Indians. If this amendment 
be adopted, it will be in effect to open the present 
treaty, and to authorize the making a new one. 
To this I am decidedly opposed. In. my. opinion, 
the best policy to. be adopted to induce the Indians 
to remove in peace to their new homes, would be 
to adopt an amendment to this bill, providing that 
all extraordinary expenses in the execution of this 
treaty, produced by either their hostile movements, 
or obstinate refusal to execute it according to its 
letter and spirit, should be deducted from the five 
millions six hundred thousand dollars agreed to be 
given them for their lands. This would make it 
their interest to remove in peace. I am opposed to 
the policy of paying them for their friendship. I 
am willing, on al! occasions, to act justly and libe- 
rally towards them; but at the same time, I would 
let them know that they were expected to act in 
good faith, and to comply with their stipulations 
with the Government. For what purpose was it 
proposed to give them this twa millions, in addition 
to the five millions six hundred thousand dollars, 
given in the treaty? Is it offered simply as a bribe 
to remove in peace? And if so, what assurance 
have you that they will do so after they receive the 
two millions more than you now have? None. 
This amendment, therefore, cannot be productive 
of any possible advantage; and for one, I would 
never consent to tax the lahoring white man, to 
raise money to give to the lazy, thieving, and mur- 
derous savage. Congress has no power to do so. 
In view of the Constitution, Congress has no power 
to levy and collect taxes but for the purpose of rais~ 
ing a revenue to meet the legitimate wants of the 
Government. Any other construction would be 
conferring on Congress unlimited powers of tax- 
ation. 

Again, sir: my colleague says that Tennessee 
held back and would have permitted the Indians to 
have remained there unmolested forever. In this 
I think he is much mistaken. As early as 1829, 
a bill was introduced by Mr. Carrer in the Ten- 
nessee Legislature, extending the laws of that State 
over that portion of the Cherokee nation which 
was within the limits of the State. 

[Here Mr. Turney was interrupted by Mr. Car- 
TER, who said that he intreduced the bill referred 
to by Mr. Turney; but after he had done so, he 
examined the Cherokee treaties, and came to the 
conclusion that the Legislature had no power to 
enact the law. That he was by no means ceriain, 
but was impressed with the belief that Mr. T. then 
entertained the cpinion that the Legislature had no 
power to extend the laws over the Cherokee terri- 
tory.] 5 £ 

Mr. Turney resumed. The gentleman is gross- 
ly mistaken in relation to my opinions; on the con- 
trary, I have expressed my opinion in favor of the 
power ofthe State, as early as 1826 or 1827. The 
reason why. the bill introduced by Mr. CARTER was 
not passed into alaw, was, that Gen. Jackson had, 
but a short time previously, been elected President 
of the United States, and it was believed, by his 
friends in the Legislature, to be impolitic for Ten- 
nessee to take the lead on that subject, thereby 
seeming to dictate to the President the course of 
policy he ought to pursueon this important subject, 
but that it would be more more modest and re- 
speciful for the State to await the action of other 
States equally interested, and accordingly the bill 
was never acted on. But at the next session of the 
Legislature, which was in 1831, and which was 
four or five years before this treaty was made, the 
Legislature of Tennessee did extend her laws over 


that portion of the Indian nation lying within her | which’ was commenced; to suppress which, 'a 


‘half of the Indians? 


chartered limits. Knowing.as I do the anxious.de- 
sire. of the great mass ofthe people of the State. to 
acquire the immediate possession of this-countty, 
I would be- recreant to. my. constituents. were I not. 
to insist upon: the. prompt execution: of the treatys 
by the immediate removal.of the Indians west of. 
the Mississippi river; 0s 

‘Mr. Chairman, my colleague, has told us’ that 


‘this Indian policy involves. issues of vital impor-. 


tance.. Sir, if he had said that the opposition to 


“this policy involved issues . of vital importance to 


this Government, and to the stability of the Union, 
I wonld agree with--him... This opposition.. to the 
late and present Administrations, of removing the. 
Indians west of the Mississippi river, and of exe- 
cuting in good faith the treaties which have been 
fairly and bona fide entered into. with them, by 


‘which at least two prices had been paid for their 


land, has something more in it than a mere desire 

to do justice to the Indians. Yes, sir, this opposi- 

tion, when well understood, will be found to be 

nothing more nor Jess than a branch of Abolition- 

ism in disguise, which I will prove by documenta- 

ry evidence, if the committee will give me their. 
attention for a short time. Your table is crowded . 
with petilicns praying a rescision of the. Chero- 

kee treaty. From what quarter.of the Union do. 
these petitions emanate? Do they come: from, the. 
States where the Indians are situated, and from 

citizens who are acquainted with their. wants and 

conditions? No, sir: they come not only from the 

Abolition. States, but are printed by Abolition 

presses; are signed and sent here by Abolitionists 
themselves. These are the men, women and chil-. 
dren who are praying in behalf of the Indians for. 
the rescinding of the treaty. I will now read from 

a pamphlet which has been laid on our tables, the, 
litle of which is, ‘The Sixth Annual Report of the 

Board of Managers of the Massachusetts Anti- 

Slavery Society.’ Speaking of the Indians, the 

author says: 

“It may be safely affirmed that the war now waging by this 
nation against the Indians, has an aggravation of guilt, on our. 
part scarcely equalled by any tribe or nation in any age or 
ciime since the first murderer slew his brother Abel. The rei 
cilal of their wrongs and sufferings which they are now expe- 
ricucing, and have been called to endure within the last, five 
years, (a recital not from their own lips, but. by those who are 
engaged in their expulsion or. extermination,) is soul harrow- 
ing, The primary. object of the South, through the instrumen- :. 
tality of the General Government, is.doubly atrocious ..: first,.to 
get forcible possession of their lands; and next, upon those 
lands to establish slavery, with all woes and horrors:”? 

I read this for the purpose of showing that the ., 
removal of the Indians west of the Mississippi river 
was opposed by the samesefof people who, under 
the false and pretended garb of religion, were 
straining every nerve for the nefarious purpose of 
exciting the slaves of the South to insurrection and 
bloodshed. Why all this appareat sympathy in be- 
Is it because they murder. the 
women and children on our Southern frontier? Or 
is it because they think. that they would be im- 
portant allies to the slaves in the event of their re- 
bellion against the whites? Or is it because they 
desire to reward the Cherokees for their treachery 
in Florida, when they went there under the pre-, 
tence of friendship, and for the laudable purpose of ` 
advising the Seminoles to peace, but secretly ad- 
vised them to fiight on; and told them if they would 
not surrender until the close of the then campaign, 
that the war would be over, as Congress would not 
make another appropriation for its prosecution? 
These questions I will leave for my colleague and 
others, who advocate the cause of the Indians 
against their own Government, to answer. . But 
sir, there is something more in this damning here- 
sy than is seen at the first blush. . It is not only the 
Northern fanatics that we have to. combat, with, 
but I will charge here, in my place, that this was a 
mere party question.’ The Federal party, or at | 
least the Northern portion of them, have united 
themselves to, and are now making common cause 
with, the Abolitionists. In truth, and in fact, Abo- 
lition forms one of the main and leading principles 
in the political creed of the Federal party. I will 
prove it. At an early period of the present session, 
we were excessively annoyed with the numerous 
petitions which were intróduced on this subject, . 
and the inflammatory and highly. exciting debate > 
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prevent any further legislative action on the sub- 
ject, an honorable gentleman from” Virginia, not 
now a member of this House, [Mr. Parron,] of- 
fered a resolution, the object and provisions of 
which were well understood by this’ House and by 
the country. On the passage of the resolution, there 
was not a ‘member opposed to the late and present 


Administrations from a free State who voted for 
it. Was this'‘the work of party, or was it fanati- 


cism? If it was not the effect of ‘party spirit and 
party discipline, it was strange. that this fanati- 
cal enthusiasm should be confined alone to a 
set cf gentlemen who entertained certain political 
opinions. Why did it not infuse itself among the 
Democrats from the same States}: But this is not 
all. 
fore the Legislature of the State of New York, and 
in that body the. two great parties. of this nation 
were divided, and the newspapers inform us that 


it‘was strictly a party vote in both houses; the op- 


ponents of the present Administration voting in 
favor of Abolition, and the friends of the Adminis- 
tration against it. In the House; where the Opposi- 
tion had the majority, the resolutions passed; in the Se- 
nate, where the Administration had the majority, they 
were rejected. This has very much’ the appearance 
of party spirit and party action, for the purpose 
of effecting party objects and purposes. I could 
refer the House to the resolutions passed by- the 
Legislatures of other States, of similar import; but 
itis unnecessary. I will, however, read to the 
committee another authority; it is one, I presume, 
my:colleague will not object to. 

[Mr. T. here read an extract from a speech deli- 
vered by Mr. Bett to his constituents, in Nash- 
ville, on the 23d Stay, 1835. In speaking of par- 
ties, Mr, Benn said: 

“a proscribed and disregarded minority, respectable for its 
numbers, its talents, and even for the virtues of many of its 
members—for virtue is never the exclusive attribute of any 
one party~-such a minority is always tempted, in resentment of 
its real or imaginary wrongs, in redress of its violated privileges. 
as American citizens, in: being deprived ofal! actual participa-. 
tion. in the Government of the country-—-compelled to. obey- 
laws, and to be the sudjects of a policy, préscribed and directed 
exclusively by théir opponents. Such minarity; ‘I repeat; 
is constantly tempted to seize upon. every, vexed and irritating 
question, to make e h 
itself, in aneffort to vight, or, at all events, to avenge, their inju- 
ries. This is the danger of our system: It is still party.” 

Has my colleague, to use’ his own language, 
seized “upon this vexed and irritating question,” 
and made common cause with the Abolitionists, for 
the purpose ¿f revenge? And is. this the course 
which his party has adopted, and are now pursuing, 
for the purpose of turning their adversaries ‘out, 
and placing themselves in power? If so, the people 
ought to know it. Yes, sir, this is an attempt on 
the part of the Federal party: to unite, by these 
means, the entire Church in the free States, hoping, 
by suth influences, to gain the ascendancy, and 
place themselves in power. If they should be able 
to accomplish this object, what will be the condi- 
tion of this happy Republic? A union not only of 
Bank and Government, but also « union of Church 
and Government. Whenever the Church shall unite 
upon any common object, and shall acquire strength 
and infiuence enough to control the Presidential 
elections, and shall enter into the political party 
strifes of the times, then, I say; the liberties of the 
` people are greatly endangered. They may free the 
slaves, but this will not be all; for‘the Church will 
enter your legislative halls, dictate the policy of the 
Government, and give shape and substance to: your 
laws. - l 


My colleague, in his Hartford speech, pronounce- . 


ed the war in Florida an inglorious war. Twill not 
do him the injustice to suppose that he meant by 
this language to say that our armies were disgraced 
by any cowardly conduct. How, then, is this war 
inglorious? Has this Government demanded any 
thing more of the Indians'than it is entitled to by 
the provisions of a treaty fairly made, and upon a 
full and adequate consideration? Did he not, him- 
self, vote for the appropriations to carry this treaty 
into execution? He certainly did. And has he 
not, from time to time, voted for the appropria- 
tions to carry on this war? Yes, sir. Then I would 


inquire what new light has since burst on his vi- 


sion to prove the war was inglorious? The Aboli- 


tionist would say that the war was inglorious, be- 
cause the South desired to settle these lands with a 


This irritating and exciting, question was be- 


: Hartford speech. 
_ brated speéech'a little: farther. My colleague said: 


l; exe ating |F it From an expenditure of $13,000,000 he raised the expenses 
amon cause with thespirit of fanaticism | 


‘his. opinion on the danger of. giving to the Executive too-much 


|. the Administration of General J: 
zealous support.” 


‘zealous support,” 


slavebolding* population, and thereby to . give 
strength and importance to the slaveholding. inte- 
rest of the Union; but this is a reason which. my 
colleague [Mr. Beit] dare not give. He must 
find one more Congenial to Southern feelings. 1 
leave‘it for him todo so... Again:. my. colleague, 
in this same Hartford speech, said: 

“I will refer to a few prominent measures of our present and 
late Administrations. ‘First, I'shall notice to you that by the 
pernicious course which has been pursued, the Congress of the 
Union, that-safeguard and bulwark of our liberties as “formed 
by our Constitution, has been, both in substance and in. effect, 
abrogated and repealed: The Constitution has been constant- 
ly, habitually, tram pied on and violated by the Executive, and 
a passive, timid, ime-serving majority obtained in both Heuses. 
The Senate, which was originally constituted asa check upon 
the Executive, has ceased to be so any longer; the State Legis: 
latures, bought over and led by a party: to make such nomina- 
tions as were required of then}, have sent instruments who are 
obedient to the mandates of the President, and not only of the 
President, but to the heads of his party.” 

This isa grave charge; the Executive should 
have been impeached. It remains, therefore, to 
inquire whether it be true; and if-true, why was not 
the charge made at a proper time, and in a proper 
manner? In what, I would inquire, was the Con- 
stitution trampled on and violated? He does. not 
condescend to tell us; and unless he will inform us 
in what particular, when, and in what manner, the 
Constitution was violated, it will not be possible to 
answer and refute the charge. But who were, I 
ask, “this passive, timid; and time-serving majo-. 
rity in both Houses of “Congress?” "What part did 
my. colleague‘act? Did he stand up and manfully 
defend the Constitution as the great palladium of 
American liberty, against the lawless encroach- 
ments of the President and his degraded adherents? 
Or, did he give, in his own language, “his passive, 
timid, and time-serving aid,” assistance, and sup- 
port, to the Executive in his violation of that sa- 
cred-instrument? He, sir, as I will show you be- 
fore I have done, was a devoted leader of that 
“passive, timid, and time-serving” majority which 
he denounces with so much bitterness in his 
But, sir, to pursue this cele- 


“General Jackson professed economy: How did he practise 


of the. Governmentto thirty millions!. Did not Jackson say that 
atronage ought to be limited? Yes. But still he doubled the 
xecutive patronage in ten years! Did not Jackson manifest a 
desire-to-exercise a questionable authority, while he expressed 


power?” 

Who raised the expenditures of this Government 
froin thirteen to thirty millions? Was this the 
work of General Jackson? or, was it the acts. of 
Congress? By. the Constitution, no money can be 
drawn from the Treasury of the United States 
except by appropriations made by law. For what 
was this money expended. Yas i 
Jeague alleges, for corrupt and 
If'so, then I would inquire wh 
gate appropriations? My e- 
ville speech, says that in every 


in his Nash- 
ce ‘ie gave to 
> a devoted and 
Then, sir, if was my cob 
league who voted these corrupt and profligate 
appropriations. He, by voting these appropria- 
tions, increased the expenditures from thirteen 
to thirty millions; and, by “his devoted and 
trampled on. and- violated 
‘the Constitution, and. increased the Executive 
patronage; and he was a devoted and zealous 


Header of. this ‘passive, timid, and time-serving 


: majority,” who “gave in every instance his devoted 
‘and zealous support” to all the measyges which he 
‘now alleges “trampled on and violated the Consti- 


. tution,” which doubled the Executive patronage, 
:`and increased the expenditures of the Government 
: from thirteen to thirty millions. This, Mr. Chair- 
man, is‘like the conduct of a man who had been as- 
‘sociated with a lawless banditti in the perpetration. 


of crimes, and becoming apprehensive that they 


‘would be detected, treacherously turas States’. evi- 
-idence against his companions, discloses the whole 
_of their crimes, and expose the infamy of bis own 
` conduct. 


I will again read you from my col- 
league’s speech: 
` Did he (General Jackson) not even grasp in his own hands 


--all the powers of the Executive for many years? Did he not 
complain of the corrupt system of appointing members of Con- 


gress to official station? . And still he appointed ten for every 


f; one appointed. by his predecessors; he would mention no names 
è 


ti but he would freely appeal to his colleagues in Congress from 


Kentucky and Connecticut, ifhe hag not done so day after day, 
and month after‘month, for seven years; and he could point at 
members who were known to give their. votes for the promised 
‘reward... Were- not the observations and: predictions of those 
who warred against the system, fulfilled’by the nomination te 
office'of the‘profligate and the venal, as soon as the session. had 


terminated. oe 

Here; ‘sir; he makes the charge explicitly, that 
Gen: Jackson; for thé last seveti years of his admi- 
nistration; wasin the constant habit of bribing, with 
appointments to office; members of Congress to 
vote for his corrupt: measures, and ‘that he could 
pointto: members: who were known to give- their 
votes'for thé promised reward. What was the duty 
of my colleague to himself, ‘his country, and to his 
constituents; who had confided to him the high 
honor and: important dtty of guarding the Consti- 
tution, of preserving the integrity and purity of the 
Government; and of promoting the best interests 
and prosperity of the people? Could he, consist- 
ently with his duty in the discharge of the high and 
important trust confided to him, not only studious- 
ly conceal from the: public and from his immedi- 
ate constituents, who had thus confided in him, 
} such base and infamous conduct on the part of the 
| Executive for seven long years; but to be in’ the 
| daily habit of not only denying those charges. of 
: corruption, but of supporting anid sustaining the 
| Executive. iw their perpetration, by his votes, 
‘his ..contenance,- and’ by his speeches, in 
and: out’ of Congress? Is there then the 
: slightest fouttdation: in fact ‘for this foul 
charge? Catit, I again ingùirej be possible that 
my colleague‘would; for seven: long’ years, care- 
fully conceal from the public and from’ his imme- 
diate‘constituents, to whom he was under high obli- 
gations, not only to ‘represent them faithfully and 
truly; but of rendering to them an honest and faith- 
ful account, not only of his own ‘course, ‘but of the 
official, conduct of their other public servants as ` 
might be interesting and’ important to them, could 
he, under such circumstances, and consistently 
with his duty and honor,’ suppress’ and conceal 
such base and corrupt conduct? Ifhe' did so con- 
ceal such corruptions, his conduct in concealing ` 
was‘as infamous and corrupt as that with which he 
charges the late. President. But, sir, what proof 
does he offer to sustain this charge? Not a word. 
True, he refers‘to’ his colleagues from Kentucky 
cand Connecticut; but which of them, and what they 
would state; he leaves to°conjecture. I will, Mr. 
Chairman, before I take my seat, prove to you that 
not -only. this, but the whole: catalogue of his 
charges, aré utterly unfounded. in fact, and have 
not the semblance of truth to sustain them. 

I will again read you my colleague’s own lan- 
guage to hisconstituenis'in 1835, from: this same 
Nashville speech. My colleague, speaking of Gene- 
ral Jackson, said: 


“A man towards whom I have never yet failed in showing 
a proper respect, and whose Administration I have fatthfuliy 
supported, and in every instance, with that degree of zeal 
which could consistently and reasonably be expected irom me.” 
Again, my colleague in his speech says that: 
Opposition to the Administration. of General Jackson, is 
the course which the worst enemies of Judge White desire his 
friends to adopt; they are so anxious upon this point, that they 
appear determined to put Judge White and his friondsin oppo- 
sition, whether they willor not, But, gentlemen, the friends 
of Judge White will adhere to Gen. Jackson and his Admi- 
nistration from consistency, and a rešpect for their own che- 
racters; and because they will bo supporting their own prin- 
ciples.” . 
Now, sir, I have fulfilled my promise, by show- 
‘ing you that my colleague, who has denounced the 
Administration of Gen. Jackson, and the conduct 
of that party in Congress which supported and sus- 
tained his measures, as being one scene of corrup- 
‘tion and violation of the Constitution from the be- 
“ginning to theend, wasa leader of that party, and 
‘gave his zealous support to all those measures which 
he now denounces as being corrupt and in viola- 
vition of the Constitution. He tells his constituents 
‘that he will adhere to General Jackson and his 
Administration, because, in so. doing. he will be 
“supporting his own principles. What principles 
i:does he mean? Does he mean-those principles 
Owhich, in his Hartford speech, he denounced as be- 
ing in- violation of the Constitution, of doubling 
“Executive patronage, and corruptly increasing the 
expenditures of the Government? These are the 
principles which he, when addressing his constitu- 
‘ents, claimed for kis own. Was my colleague cam 
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did when he expressed those sentiments to his con- 
stituents? Was he sincere in his professions to 
them? And if so, I would inquire what new ray of 
light has burst upon his vision, to convince him all at 
once that his own political course for years 
has been not only in violation of the Constitution, 
but one of supporting frauds and corruptions of the 
deepest dye? Why these contradictory sentiments 
at tse two places? Was it the effect of climate, 
atmosphere, or the political sentiments of the au- 
dience to which they were expressed? In Tennes- 
see he was addressing a Democratic audience; at 
Hartford, a high-toned Federal audience. By the 
Nashville speech I can prove General Jackson to 
be one of the most devoted, pure, and wise, patriots 
that ever lived; by the one at Hartford, the mast 
corrupt and vile demagogue that ever disgraced 
any nation. Icould, sir, were it necessary, suc- 
cessfully defend the conduct and character of Gen. 
Jackson against the foul charges which my col- 
league has imputed to him; and, were I called on to 
do so, I would need no other evidence than his own. 
T would use his Nashville speech to his imme- 
diate constituents, which disproves all these charges. 
T would next use his evidence, given on oath, before 
a celebrated select committee of the House, when 
and where he was, after being first sworn io tell 
the whole truth, minutely interrogated as to his 
knowledge of Executive frauds, corruptions, or 
usurpations, and in answer thereto fully acquitted 
not only the Executive himself, but all of the 
Heads of Departments, of any such charge or impu- 
fasion. If, then, these foul charges had the least 
foundation in fact, my colleague did not, as he was 
bound to do by the solemnity of his oath, tell the 
whole truth. But, sir, the conduct and character of 
General Jackson needs no defence; his great pub- 
lic services, both in the field and in the cabinet, 
constitute the brightest page in. the history of. his 
country. He, sir, who is now in the evening ofhis 
days, who has one foot in the grave, and the other 
on the threshold, has served his country in various 
stations, from that of a private in the Revolutiona- 

- Yy war to that of Major General in the late war, 
and Chief Magistrate of this nation, and against 
whose public or official acts, his vilest enemies can- 
not point to the first act of corruption, or of inten- 
tional error, needs no defence from me. 

Mr, Chairman, I do not object to my colleague’s 
leaving his old Democratic party and friends, and 
going over to the Opposition. Let him go. If he 
has changed his opinions, and is now satisfied that 
the conrse of policy which he has heretofore pur- 
sued is destructive of the best interests and pros- 
perity of the country, I would say he has done 
right. But sir, I complain of his assigning reasons 
for his change of party and principles which have 
no foundation in fact. It is the charging of his 
former party and political friends with corruptions, 
and designing to undermine and subvert this Qo- 
vernment, that I complain, I would inquire, was 
my colleague honest in his principles and course 
when he acted with this party? If so, he should 
have charity to believe that the party are still 
governed by the same honest motives which 
then governed him. One thing is certain, and 
that is, the reasons he assigns for his sudden 
political sammerset are not the true reasons for his 
change. Menactfrom motive. The motive which 
produced this sudden and unaccountable conversion 
of his apparent devotion to both men and princi- 
ples to bitter hatred, is a question for him and’ the 
country to determine. Was it produced by the 
power and influence of the United States Bank? 
Did he receive accommodations from this institu- 
tion to such an extent as to produce this, or was it 
a thirst for office’ and self-aggrandisement that 
caused him to alienate and abandon his former par- 
ty and friends, and to throw himself into the arms 
and embraces of his former political adversaries? 
These are questions which Tleave the gentleman 
and the country to determine. 


TO THE PUBLISHERS OF THE GLOBE. 
GENTLEMEN: I herewith send you for publication 
the speech which I delivered in’ Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union, on the Indian 
appropriation bill, Į desire, also, that you will 


publish the subjoined correspondence, which it is 


intended ‘shall accompany the speech. When tae 
charge was made on the floor, that my remarks on 
that occasion were concocted or prompted at the in- 
stance of others, I promptly pronounced the charge 
to be “‘false—basely. false.” This I did from my 
own knowledge of the fact that the. charge was 


“false.” I took an early. occasion after the oceur-: 
rence in the House, as an act of justice, to address. 


a note to the gentlemen who, I supposed, . were 
alladed to. My note and their answers are here- 
with enclosed. I had another reason for address- 
ing them. Not intending that the responsibility 
which I might have incurred by the course of my 
remarks, should be divided or shifted upon the 
shoulders of others, it was my object to show the 
gratuitous character of the charge, and where the 
responsibility rested. It is a fixed rule of my life 
to think and to act for myself, and always to be re- 
sponsible for what I say or do; and I take this occa- 
sion to say, that the remarks which I made upon 
that occasion were deliberately prompted by my 
own views of propriety, uttered and applied as T 
intended, upon a full knowledge of the responsibi- 
ity which I incurred in doing so; a responsibility 
which then, as now, and at all times and upon all 
occasions, I am ready to meet. 

Tam, gentlemen, very respectfully, yours, &e. 

H. L. TURNEY, 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
June 24, 1838. 
Sir: I must request of you to state whether the 
speech I delivered in the House of Representatives, 
when in Committee of the Whole on the bill to 
suppress Indian hostilities, on the 31st of May and 
Ist of this month, was concocted or prepared by 
you, or by your procurement, counsel, or advice; 
and whether you. knew the course of argument I 
would pursue, or what I intended to say, on that 
occasion, as has been charged in debate on the floor 
of the House, in reply to my speech. 
Very respectfully, yours, ete. . 
HOP. L. TURNEY. 
Hon. Feurx Grunpy. 


A copy of the above was also sent to Mr. Pox. 
Wasnincron ciry, June 2, 1838. 
Str: In reply to your note of this day, I have to 
say that your speech on the bill to suppress Indian 
hostilities, was not concocted or prepared by me, 
in whole or in part, nor was it prepared by my 
procurement, counsel, or advice, nor did I know 
what course of arguments you intended to pursue, 
cr what you intended to say. So far from it, I 
did not even know you intended to make a speech, 
until T was told you were on the floor. J was then 
busily engaged, and did not go to hear you, which 
I should have done, had I been at leisure at the 
time. For the last five or six weeks, we have lived 
at some distance from each other; we have had no 
intercourse, except casual meetings on the streets 
and in the Capitol. You have at no time had any 
suggestions from me, respecting matter to be used by 
you in a speech or in debate. 
Yours, with respect, 
FELIX GRUNDY. 
Hon. H. L. Torney. 
Wasninoron city, June 2, 1838. 
Dear Sir: In answer to your letter of this date, 
I state, that your speech made in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, on the Indian 
appropriation bill, was not * concocted or pre- 
pared” by me, and was made by you without my 
procurement, counsel, or advice. 1 did not know 
that you intended to speak on that occasion, until 
the day you obtained the floor, and after you had 
made an unsuccessful attempt to do so, and much 
less did I kuow what you intended to say. Ifhy 
the charge to which you refer, I was meant to be 
embraced, as one of those at whose instance you 
acted, I have to say that the charge is without 
foundation in fact. This I would have promplly 
said in Committee of the Whole, had it not been 
manifestly improper for the Speaker of the House 
to engage in debates of a partizan or personal 
character, which might hazard the violation of the 
order and decorum of the House, which he of all 
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others is bound to preserve and maintain. I can- 
not so far forget my duty to the public. and to the 
House itself, while acting.as its presiding officer, . 
as to permit myself voluntarily to be engaged in 
personal. altercation oñ the floor with any of its 
members. - sia ye a gE meas 
` ` Iam, very respectfully, ; 
Your obedient servant,. 
: .. . JAMES K. POLK. 
Hon. H. L. Turney. So ; 


SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


SPEECH OF MR. TOWNS, - 
Or GEORGIA, | 
In the House of Representatives, May 23d, 1838-——In 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, the subject under consideration being the 

bill making appropriations for preventing and 

suppressing Indian hostilities. 

Mr. TOWNS proceeded as follows: 

Mr. Craiaman: From what has just passed 
between the honorable member from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise] and from New York (Mr. FILLMORE] 
I should feel encouraged at the prospect that the 
venue will be changed from Georgia to New 
York, and that hereafter the latter will come in 
for her portion of whatever infamy there may be 
in Indian treaties. Sir, I shall not object to this. 
In order to impart interest to the old and stale 
story of Indian wrongs and Indian frauds, I doubt 
not the contemplated change will be wise and pru- 
dent; my State, sir, has long borne in com- 
parative silence the torrent of calumny that has 
poured in from the North and East upon her people 
and her institutions. She has looked on with 
feelings of regret and indignation at the repeated 
cflorts made here and elsewhere to disparage her 
in the estimation of her sister States. But, Mr. 
Chairman, she has never yet felt, because she had 
never cause to feel, remorse for the past, or alarm 
for the future. Honest in her principles, just in 
her pretensions, humane in her policy, she could 
but rely with confidence in the judgment of a 
virtuous, and impartial public. From igno- 
rance, fanaticism, or malice, she had. nothing 
to hope, nor had she any thing to-fear. Her 
course has been onward; and if ‘she has. not 
stooped to meet all the foul charges that have: been 
levelled at her institutions, it was because her own 
self-respect and love of justice would not permit 
her to mingle in an inglorious and unworthy con- 
test. 

Mr. Chairman, allow me to ask what is: the 
immediate object of the bill now before the com- 
mittee? To furnish means of prosecuting the 
Florida war, and to prevent an Indian war with 
the Cherokees. To this bill amendments have 
been offered by the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wise] and others, proposing important 
changes in our present relation with the Cherokee 
people. To cach and all-of these amendments I 
am opposed. I can see in them nothing to autho- 
rize my support, but much to require my .oppo- 
sition. In the original biil are provided the effi- 
cient means of enforcing your own laws, preserving 
peace and harmony on the frontier of Georgia, 
and enabling this Government, without the shed- 
ding of blood, to administer justice with humanity 
to those people, whose welfare and happiness: have 
engaged so much of the time of this Government 
and the nation, I would have been glad that.a 
subject of so much importance could have received 
the calm consideration of this committee, free from 
all the irritating topics that have been drawn into 
the discussion. But, sir, since it is otherwise, I 
feel myself called upon, by every consideration of 
duty, to answer some of the arguments introduced 
in this debate. . 

It was said by the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wise,] “that he presumed the treaty-of 
New Echota would not be executed; as he could per- 
ceive in the late communication of the President 
on this subject much to encourage the hope that, 
in the end, justice would be done the _Cherokees.’? 
Sir, it is seldom we hear-the voice of the honora: 
member in support. of any measure of the Pres 
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dent; and, for one, I regret that he should have 
selected this late message as deserving of praise 
above all others. For myself, I can say that no 
recommendation has ever more astonished ‘me, or 
excited in my bosom feelings of deeper regret—a 
recommendation as unnecessary as it is mis- 
chievous in ‘its tendencies, creating hopes on the 
part of the Indians that. never can be realized, and 
holding out encouragement to those who have for 
years arrayed themselves against the, rights of 
Georgia. Sir, had the Chief Magistrate of this 
Union. desired to conciliate the dissatisfied. Che- 
rokees, that work should have commenced long 
since. It isnow too late. We have advanced too 
far in the execution of the treaty now to look back 
and review the ground we have passed. Our 
course is onward—we neither can stop nor recede. 
If we pause, the man knows but little of the Indian 
character who does not perceive that each moment 
of delay adds to the chances of bloodshed and mas- 
sacre. If you recede, you violate the supreme 
law of the land; you do manifest and flagrant injus- 
tice to the conceded rights of four States of this 
Union; and, with the strong arm of power, wrest 
from the citizens of Georgia the possession of their 
own lands. Sir, is this to be endured? Can any 
pertion of this House so far deceive themselves as 
to suppose, come what may, that the people of 
Georgia will submit to an invasion of their rights 
through the legislation of Congress? No, sir: it 
never can be. 

The President, in his communication of yester- 
day, exhibits an ardent desire that this unhappy 

- controversy should be settled. I will do the Chief 
Magistrate the justice to say that, in my opinion, 
he was actuated by the kindest and most humane 
motives; but, for one, warmly attached as I have 
been to the principles of his Aduiinistration, I will 
neither pay homage to his wisdom, nor compli- 
ments to his sagacity, for thus thrusting upon the 
Flouse and the nation, at this late hour, a commu- 
nication that. can do no good,.and may yet .do 
much mischief. 

The honorable gentleman |Mr. Wise] says “that 
he will repeat to-day what he said yesterday: that, 
as a State rights man, he would compel the State 
of Georgia to respect the laws and treaties of the 
United States,” Sir, what is the attitude of Geor- 
gia in relation to this treaty? Has Georgia pro- 
posed to violate the treaty or any law of the United 
States? Docs she now stand in defiance of. the 
treaty and the laws? No, sir; on the contrary, 
she is urging this, Government to execute its 
own laws. Sir, the treaty of New Echota, of 
December, 1835; approved by the President, rati- 
fied by the Senate, and now the law of the 
land she wishes executed. This, the su- 
preme law of the land, vesting rights of the most 
sacred and delicate character to four States of this 
Union, Georgia demands should be faithfully ex- 
ecuted; and for this Georgia is to be denounced, 
and branded with the doctrine of Nullification. 
Sir, is it maintaining and enforcing the laws of 
the United States that constitute the dectrine 
which the honorable gentleman from Virginia so 
much dislikes? It this be Nullification, then, sir, 
should I expect the honorable member to rank first 


among the list of champions of that doctrine. But“ 


the honorable gentleman and myself entertain very 
different notions of the principles. of the political 
creed to which he has alluded, and which he 
charges the State of Georgia of having repeatedly 
practiced, without incurring the displeasure of the 
Federal Government, while the same doctrines 
met with such pointed rebuke in a sister. State. 
Sir, this would be a most unprofitable discussion, 
and I will not now be drawn into a review of it, 
further than to place my own Strate right before 
this House and the nation. Georgia never has 
nullified a constitutional Jaw of Congress. *She 
has never yel had occasion to place herself in her 
highest sovereign attitude; but whenever that ne- 
cessity shall arise, which God avert! she will not 
be backward in choosing between oppression on 
the one hand, and resistance on the other. Con- 
scious of asking nothing but her just and constitu- 
tional rights, she will never be found wanting in as- 
serting and maintaining, with all the means at her 
command, her honor and her liberty. Sir, in the 


mixed and. perplexing questions that have so long 
harrassed her, the policy of Georgia has been to 
avoid the issue of Nullification, and the very case 
of Tassells, so confidently relied on, went off on 
a point not involving the powers of this Govern- 
ment. This man met his fate for a violation of 
the penal laws of Georgia, making wilful murder 
punishable with death. I repeat, in no case has 
Georgia stood in bold defiance ef the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or of laws passed in 
pursuance thereof. But, sir, if it would be any 
satisfaction to this committee, I think I can safely 
say that not only Georgia, but the whole South, 
will be united in’ asserting their rights, under the 
Constitution, whether they be stigmatised by the 
name of Nullifiers or any other. They will not, 
they dare not, stop to bandy words and names, 
when all they hold sacred and dear is aboutto be 
wrested from them, under false notions of philan- 
thropy and religion. No, sir; no matter what the 
menace, though it be to “castigate” a State into 
submission, we will still be found asserting and 
maintaining our rights. 

[Mr. Wise was then understood to explain as fol- 
lews: That he had made use of that remark in reply 
to what was regarded as a threat, from more than one 
member from Georgia, who declared that unless 
this treaty was carried into effect, Georgia would 
take her own rights into her own hands; and it was 
in reply to that threat he had used the term he 
had.} 

Iam aware, Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. T. 
of the language used by my colleagues, and that 
their remarks had elicited a reply from the honora- 
ble gentleman. But, sir, I must insist that those 
remarks did not authorize the application of a 
term so offensive to the State of Georgia; a term 
which must excite in the bosom of every true Geor- 
gian, feelings of the deepest emotion. When, sir, 
was it ever before said of one of the States of this 
Union, that she was to be “castigated into sub- 
mission?” Never, sir: no, never. It is a term that 
you may apply to the slave or the serf; but when 
applied to Georgia it falls harmless and disregard- 
ed. Georgia has heard, without quailing, threats 
from that Government which the honorable gen- 
tleman isso ready to aid. She never halted, and 
now the gentleman must excuse her, if she and her 
sons are equally indifferent whether menaces come 
from him or the Government. If the one was im- 
potent, why should we feel alarm at the other? 
But, Mr. Chairman, if the honorable gentleman 
should harbor the thought that there is a want of 
moral courage in the citizens of Georgia, or any 
portion of them, no one knows better than him- 
self the mode of satisfying his curiosity. Offensive 
words are the common weapons of weakness and 
rashness, and I should think no one understood 
better than the honorable member that their use in 
debate would never alarm a truly brave man, nor 
infuse spirit in the bosom of a coward. 

Mr. Chairman, the honorable member takes the 
broad ground that there is, in point of fact, no 
treaty. That the instrument entered into in De- 
cember, 1835, at New Echota, between certain 
Cherokee chiefs and the commissioner on the part 
of the United States, approved by the President, 
and ratified by the Senate, according to all the 
forms of the Constitution, is nevertheless no treaty, 
because it was made by persons on the part of the 
Cherokees not authorized to treat, and because 
undue and improper influences were brought to 
bear on the Cherokees, which makes th® whole 
negotiation fraudulent and void. 

Sir, I have heard the honorable gentleman re- 
peatedly discuss this subject; and he has never let 
an opportunity pass, in which he has failed to de- 
nounce Schermerhorn and Curry as faithless pub- 
lie agents; as destitute of all tie moral and hono- 
rable feelings that give dignity to man, and inspire 
confidence in human actions. How far the gentle- 
man has made good his charges, is a very different 
question. With the character of either or both of 
these individuals, I have nothing to do, further 
than relates to their official conduct in the nego- 
tiation of the treaty of New Echota; and I feel the 
most perfect assurance that their conduct through- 
out this whole negotiation will not receive from 
the public scrutiny that measure of reproach and 


censure that honorable gentlemen, under the ex- 
citement of debate, are disposed to bestow upon it. 


` But, Mr. Chairman, it is not my purpose to be 


drawn off into the investigation of the character of 
Schermerhorn and Curry. I have higher objects 
to accomplish. It is to vindicate your national: 
honor, and the supremacy of your laws. And 
here, sir, let me ask the honorable member, [Mr: 
Wisz,] by virtue of what power under the Consti- 
tution, does he now propose to go behind the treaty 
to exhibit facts, either as relates to the negotiation, 
or as to the competence of thuse that did negotiate, 
going to show that this treaty is null and void? 
Sir, I undertake to affirm that, under the question 
now presented to the committee by the bill on your 


. table, it never was before gravely insisted that the 


House of Representatives was competent to annul 
a treaty solemnly made, and having received all 
the sanctions prescribed under the Constitution. 

{Mr. Wiss explained, in substance, as we under- 
stood, as follows: He said he could tell the gentleman 
from Georgia, that the doctrine for which he contend- 
ed was not new to him, (Mr. W.] if to the gentleman 
from Georgia. Upon the celebrated discussion that 
arose upon Jay’s treaty, the Democratic party of 
that day settled the doctrine, which has been acqui- 
esced in by all parties from that time to this, thatit 
was competent for this House, when a treaty was 
made requiring appropriations by Congress for its 
execution, for the House of Representatives to look 
behind the ratifieation of the treaty, and to examine 
the facts connected with its formation, in order to 
enable the House to determine whether the money 
required to execute the treaty should, or should not, 
be supplied] 

Mr. Towns continued. Mr. Chairman, the 
honorable gentleman has not relieved himself, for 
the very case he has cited is strong authority 
against him. Sir, let us recur to facts. How 
stands the question before us? Not only has a 
treaty been made with the Cherokees, approved by 
the President, ratified by the Serate, but, during 
the same session of Congress, the five million six 
hundred thousand dollars stipulated therein to be 
paid the Indians for the cession of their territory, 
were actually appropriated by Congress, after 
strong opposition to the biil by the honorable mem- 
ber himself: Then, sir, this treaty, in all its forms, 
in all its possible bearings, according to the very 
doctrine of Jay’s treaty, has received its Jast and 
final sanction, and is irrevocably the supreme law 
of thisland. Now, how is it that the honorable 
member proposes to rip up this treaty, scatter it to 
the winds, and thereby to deprive four States and 
their citizens of their vested rights? A bill is sent 
to usembracing two objects: first, an appropriation 
of money for the Florida war; and secondly, to 
maintain an armed for:e in the Cherokee country, 
not for the purpose of waging war on the Chero- 
kees, but to prevent war; not to spill blood, but to 
prevent the spilling of blood; and the gentleman 
seizes this opportunity to discuss the treaty, to open 
negotiations for a new one, under the doctrine 
settled in Jay’s treaty, that the House of Represen- 
tatives had the power of withholding appropria- 
tions for money stipulated by treaties, and thereby 
assuming the responsibility of all the consequences 
of war that might ensue. Sir, it is impossible for 
be honorable gentleman to find one inch of ground 
on which to stand, either under the Constitution, or 
his own doctrines as insisted upon under Jay’s 
treaty. Suppose you reject this bill, does it touch 
the treaty? Is there one dollar proposed to be ap- 
propriated by the present bill called for by the pro- 
visions of the treaty? No, sir, not one cent. Is 
there one dollar yet to be appropriatett to execute 
the provisions of the treaty? No, sir, not a far- 
thing. All the treaty itself stipulated for has been 
done nearly two years ago, and the appropriations 
now asked for are founded upon that elevated prin- 
ciple of humanity that would expend millions to 
prevent the shedding of human blood, sooner than 
hundreds to punish the guilty offender. Yet, sir, 
an object which must meet with the approbation of 
all sides of this House, and receive the sanction of 
every man in whose bosom can be traced one 
spark of pure humanity, is likely to be converted 
by the course of intemperate debate into endless 
mischief ; for if this treaty should be disturbed—if 


362 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


eet ne a At R es 


Qhru. Cona+--2np SESS. 


its execution should be unnecessarily. postponed 
under the sanction of Congress—it will be an as- 
sumption of power no where. authorized by the 
Constitation; subversive of the vested rights of the 
States and the people; and abrogating all the pow- 
ers of one of the co-ordinate branches of this Go- 
yernment. Yes, sir, this branch of Congress, by 
its assumption to set aside this treaty, would not 
only nullify, in the most odious and offensive form 
of which my imagination can conceive of that doc- 
trine, not only the treaty making power, the Judi- 
ciary, the private vested rights of individuals. and 
States, but her own act appropriating money to 
execute this treaty. We should then stand, not as 
one branch of a co-ordinate department’ of this 
Government, with prescribed powers and duties, 
but with powers greater, and far more dangerous, 
if danger there be, than in all the departments of 
Government combined. I hope, sir, that such is 
not the object of any. 

Mr. Chairman, having shown that this treaty 
cannot be touched, I will not decline an examina- 
tion into its history, with the full persuasion that 
-$ shall be able to show, at least, that it stands upon 
the same footing of all other treaties with Indian 
tribes. The only ground upon which a candid dif- 
ference of opinion can arise in the mind of any 
one as to the validity of the treaty, provided it was 
now an open question, which I utterly deny, is the 
charge that a treaty was made by a minority of the 
nation. There is some conflicting testimony on 
the question as to the exact number in attendance 
at the time the treaty was concluded; from three to 
five hundred, as shown by some of the witnesses, 
and by others a less number; none, however, re- 
ducing the number below seventy. I believe it 
will also be conceded that the wealth and intelli- 
gence was decidedly in favor of the treaty. 

Mr. Chairman, it is well known that, for several 
years past, a strong and. influential party of the 
Cherokees have been decidedly in favor of ceding 
their lands to the Government, while, on the other 
hand, they have been met bya Strong party op- 
posed to a cession. John Ross headed the later; 
John Ridge may be considered as the leader of the 
former. Ae far back as 19th June, 1834, a treaty 
was concluded in this city, between John H. Ea- 
ton, in behalf of the United States, and Andrew 
Ross, John West, T. J. Pack, and James Starr, 
on the part of the Cherokees. This treaty, by one 
of its provisions, enabled the John Ross party to 
defeat it. John Ross next appears in Washington, 
and proposes to treat with the Government, asking 
some twenty millions in casn. This proposition 
could cot be entertained by the Government; for it 
was evidently made in bad faith, with no expecta- 
tion that the Government could treat upon such a 
basis. ‘Che following letter was thereafter ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of War: 

Wasmyxcron Cry, Feb. 27, 1935. 

Sm: Waving been informed by Wm. H. Underwood, esq, 
and others, thatthe President considers the terms of our pro- 
osition to be 100 extravagant, we bez leave to remind him that 
e has often remarked that he would grant us as liberal terms 
as the Senate, or Ihe fotonas of the Indians, would be willing 
toallow. We wontd therefore respectfully ask that our propa 
sitions be submitted to the Senate by the President, in order 
that the sense of that honorable body.be had on them. 

We have the honor to be, sir; 
Your obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) JOHN ROSS, 
R. TAYLOR, 
DANIEL McCOY, - 
SAMUEL GUNTER, 


WILLIAM RODGERS, 
Tothe Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


Well, sir, on the next day the same individuals 
addressed the Secretary of War another letter 
which is moŝt explicit. It is worthy of remark, 
as we pass on, that John Ross at this early day 
considered the Senate asthe friends of the Indians. 
He uses the term Senate and friends as synonymous. 
But to the next letter of the Ross party. 


_ Wasurnerton, February 23, 1835. 

“Sire: Having subraitted a proposition for «u final adjust- 
ment of our differences with the Goveramentef the United 
States, and understanding that the President deems it ex- 
travagant, we must beg that the subject be referred to the Se- 
nate for its sense on the quesiion. The President having often 
toldus that he was disposed to treat us with liberal justice, and 
that he would go as far asthe Senate would allow him im re- 
gard to money matters, We therefore trust he will adopt this 
course: Being extremely desirous that this unhappy controversey 
may. be speedily adjusted, and deeply sensible. of our depen- 
Qant condition, and confiding inthe liberal justice of the United 
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States Government, we are prepared, so fat as we aie con- 
cerned, to abide the award of ‘the sense of the American Senate 
upor-our proposition, and to-recomfnend the same for. the 
final determination of our nation. Aaa 
We have the honor to be, sit, 
Very respectfully. € 
Your ob’t humble. sety’ts, , 
(Sigued,) JOHN ROSS, 
R. TAYLOR, 
DANIEL McCOY;: 


; : SAMUEI..McCOY, 
To the Hon. Luwis Cass, WM. ROGERS, 
Secretary of War. 


On the 3d of March, 1835; the following letter 
was witten by John Ress: 


: tothe President 


communicated ‘all documents and memorials that 


he desired?’ Wasit not notorious that a majority 


of thé Senate were moré inclined to John Ross than’ 
Did‘not Ross know full weil the. 
motives that influenced the Senate? . Yet he seeks 
to open’a negotiation with. the“ Secretary of War 


for explanation, before he could proceed. to hear 


; specific propositions fur, a tredty. “The Secretary’ 


“ Drar Str. The delegation have thought proper that a com-~ 


munication should accompany the documents which. I have 
placed in your hands the other day, containing propositions 
which they made to the President, and that tho aame be laid be- 
fore the Senate; and I take the liberty to inclose the same to 
you. Very respectfully, 
‘Your obedient humble nervant, 
: JOHN ROSS. 

To the Hon. Tx. FRELINGHUYSEN. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is manifest that every 
document, which John Ross ‘believed would ad- 
vance his cause, was submitted to the Senate. 
The delegation of which he was'the head and soul, 
addressed a memorial setting forth in the strongest 
terms the claims of the Cherokees upon the liberal 
justice of the nation. The Senate was selected by 
Ross, because of the known feelings of that body, 
and he regarded, and so spoke of it, as the friend of 
the Indians. Can any man then doubt but that 
the utmost liberality and justice were done them in 
the award of the Senate? And can or wiil any gen- 


tleman on ‘this floor contend that Ross and his ` 


party, so far as they were concerned, were not 
bound by the award of the Senate, and also bound 
as men of honor and truth to recommend to the na- 
tion the adoption of the Senate’s award? Sir, if 
it should appear that this man Ross and his party, 
after the award of the Senate was made, wholly 
disregarded the solemn obligation they were under 


to observe it themselves, and instead of recommend- | 


ing it,.as they were bound to do to their people— 
used their infiuence to prevent its approval, every 
one who respects and fair dealing, must hold in 
abhorance the duplicity and perfidy of John 
Ross and his associates, whosoever they may be. 
Sir, let us look to the facts. 

Mr. Secretary Cass in his communication of 
Gth March, 1835, to Ross, Taylor, and others, 
says: 

* In your letter 23th February ultimo. you stated your readi- 
ness to accept for yourselves, and recommend to the Cherokee 
people to accept such a sum for their claims eas: ofthe Missis- 
sippi river, asthe Senate misht deem just. ‘The Senate have, 
by a resol ion, stated as their opinion, that a “sum not ex- 
ceedin: five millions should be paid to the Cherokee Indians for 


i mlftheir lands and posse-siuns east of the Mississippi river.” 


"Phe President wishes new, ashe has alwars done heretofore, 
tovreat with vou in the spirit of candor as well as liberality. 
He has therefire direc:cd me to communicate to you at ance the 
reso'ution ofthe Senate, and-o sawe his willingness to enter in- 
toa negotiation with you for th seion of all your claims 
east af the Mississippi, upon condition that the whole amount of 
consideration to be given shall not exceed the above mentioned 
sum. This you were informed should be done, and the pledge 
will beredeemed with fidelity.” 


This is the language on the part of this Goverr- 
ment to John Ross and his party. The sum of five 
millions far exceeded any previous offer made by 
the Goverment, and was more than the Cherokee 
country was worth at public sale; yet, as Ross and 
his party had pledged themselves fo be content 
with a price fixed by the Senate, the President con- 
sented to the award, though the price was extrava- 
gant, and we find that he instantly proposed 
to Ross and his party to enter into a nego- 
the basis of that 
award. @iow, sir, was this proposition met by those 
By prevarication, by a call on the Secre- 
tary of War to furnish him, Ross, with al! the pa- 
pers and communications submitted to the Senate, 
declaring that it was due to himself and his peo- 
ple, that he should know on what precise ground 
the Senate acted. He wished toknow whether it 
was intended to pay for removal and subsistence, 
and to enlarge the tract of country for the Chero- 
kees; “they say itis utterly impossible for them to 
proceed further un.ilthey understand,” &e. 

Now here was the first indication on the part of 
Ross and his party that they did not intend to abide 
by the Senate’s award. It is contained in a letter 
to the Secretary of War, dated 6th March, 1835. 


| Did not John Ross know the contents of the papers 
$ thathad been submitted to-the Senate? Had he 


not himself, through the Hon. Mr. Frelinghuysen, 


` same letter, say; 


of War, under date of 7th March, 1835, sends the 
following answer to Ross. and his party: ` f 
SQentTTLEMEN: I'hävs just received.your letter of. this date. 


The sunt of five millions, which is offered for your claims east 
of the Mississippi, will; as:1 have already informed. you, be 
in full of your entire.cession. The application-willbe as. you. 
desire, a just regard being had to individual rights. Nothing 
more wiil be paid for ramoval, ‘or “for any other purpose or ob- 
ject whatever. In giving you the full value.of your property: 
the United States comply with-all the demands of justice.on 
them. 

The Secretary of War further’ informs John 
Ross in the same letter, that he would “give him 
any information he would desire if he would come’ 
to the office'for that purpose,” and that he would 
enter into “a candid examination’ of the whole’ 
affair, with a desire to adjust it in a manner satis- 
factory to the Indians, and just on the part of the’ 
United States.” But that letter would close ‘the 
interconrse in writing between them. Now, sir, 
what was the course of John Ross and his friends: 
upon this occasion? Did they call at the’ office of 
the Secretary of Warto obtain any real or pre- 
tended information, as preliminary to a settlement 
of the question? No. They did call, however, 
and froma letter addressed to the Secretary of 
War, dated 9th March, 1835, they set forth the’ 
substance of their interview, from which ‘every’ 
one will discover that they had varied'the proposi- 
tion, and’ weré not disposed to. be ‘bound: by their 
own express agreement. In that letter they say: 


“That we, as the duly authorized delegation of the Cherokee, 
nation, are prepared, in good faith, to redeem any promises: 
which wo have made to the Department, sv. far as recommend). 
mg to our nation the expediency of closing our unhappy 
difirulties by a treaty with the United Siates.” 


Was this the extent of Ross’s promise that. in- 
duced the President te submit the whole project tö 
the Senate? Certainly not. Ross and his party 
said in their letter on that subject, ‘ that we are pre- 
pared, so far' as we are concerned, to abide the 
award of the American Senate upon. our ‘proposi-. 
tion, and to re¢ommend ‘the same for the final’ 
determination of.our nation.” This was the pro- 
muse, the engagement, that induced the Executive’ 
to rer the pointin dispute to the Senate. | It was 
referred; and when the response is had, John Ross 
and bis friends seek to avoid it, by saying ihat they 
are re to m their promise to.the Depart. 
ment “by rec vending to the nation the expedien- 
ey of closing om difficulties by a treaty with the 
United States.” 
raster of hisobligation, He does not feel himself. 
bound by the Senate’s award, but will redeem his 
promise by recommending—what?-—that “our. difi- 
culties be closed by a treaty” with the United States, 
without adhering to the basis as established by the 
Senate’s recommendation. 

But this-is not all. Boss and his friends, in the 
“And to enable us to do so more 
successfully and satisfactorily before the Cherokee 
people, we proposed that the whole matter should 
be referred to our nation and there, in general 
council, to deliberate and determine on the sub- 
ject.” Was there ever exhibited a more palpable 
evasion—a more deliberate and settled purpose to 
violate any promise made by any man, than is here 
exhibited? He now seeks to refer the whole sub- 
ject to his nation, in order, doubtless, that himself 
and his associate delegates might release themselves 
from an unconditional obligation on their part to 
abide the Senate’s decision. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there are other portions of 
the same letter which unfold the secret that, from 
first to last, has operated on John Ross. Itis.a 
desire to get into his own custody and management 
the whole sum of money that this Government 
may or has paid for the. Cherokee cession. Sir, I 
firmly believe, if a treaty had. been proposed. by 
which the consideration for the cession was to have. 
been paid to Ross and his party, that we never 
should have heard: one. word of complaint. fi 
hima, or his.friends. `.. Flere lies the great secret ayer. 
all; not that John’ Rass isa patriot, and is waging 
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war against this treaty to save his people and his 
nation frem ruin, but, sir, it is because the treaty, 
as if is made, has placed it beyond his power to 
pocket the money, and- convert it to his own and 
the use of his friends.. It-is; sir, because, by the 
treaty, the five millions and six hundred thousand 


dollars agreed to be paid by this Government to the. - 


Cherokee people for theirlands, are applied mostly 
to specific objects, and the balance per capita. This 
was a death-blow to-all his hopes—to all his ‘ambi- 
tion; and, sooner than let the last opportunity pass 
through his hands to plunder his people, under the 
sacred name of patriotism, he will put all upon the 
hazard of the die, even to the extermination of his 
race. And, yet, sir, strange to tell, this man, Ross, 
has won for himself a reputation in portions cf this 
country, and can command the support of the first 
talents in the nation, upon the. ground that all he 
has done, and is now doing, is for the good of his 
people. 

But, Mr. Chairman, to give something more than 
my assertions for the opinions I here expressed, I 
will again advert to further remarks of Ross and 
the others in the same letter. They say: 


“In your letter of the 7th instant, closing all further inter- 
course in writing between us, you. distinctly informed us that 
the application of the five millions which is offered. for our lands 
east of the Mississippi river will be such as we desire—a just 
regard being had to individual rights. Well, then, if the nation 
will Consent to treat and accept of the sum offered, Jet its own 
wishes ia regard to the application be consulted and adopted— 
a just regard being had to individualrights.. And on the part 
of the delegation here, we again repeat that we are prepared to 
comply, in good faith, with any promise we have made to the 
Department on the subject: Provided, you do the same on your 
part, and will not throw any obstacles in our way.” 

Such, sir, is the language of that communication 
addressed to the Secretary of War in March, 1835; 
after all efforts to get them to treat had failed in this 
city. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is there an unprejudiced 
man here or elsewhere that can affect to: misunder- 
stand John Ross. in thus violating his pledges? He 
had got from the Senate their ‘utmost: limit they 
would go. He was bound to accept it for himself 
and his colleagues, ‘at least. This he evades; and, 
finally, when the correspondence was closed, he 
and his friends refusing to treat, they then use the 
insolent language to this Government that they will 
comply, in good faith, with their promise, “provi~ 
ded” the Government will throw no obstacle in their 
way, and the money be applied as they may desire. 
Sir, the English of all this is: we will make a treaty 


if you will let us have onr own way. We wiil re- i 
turn to our people, and, instead of taking the re- | 


sponsibility of cheating them here, where, if we do 
so, we may be detected, we will return to our na- 
tion, call our people together, and make them cheat 
themselves. 

If, Mr. Chairman, there is still any doubt on the 
mind of any gentleman as to the motives of John 
Ross, subsequent events, as they occurred in the 
Cherokee nation during the summer and fall of 
1835, will remove them. tis well known to this 
House and the country that the President appoint- 
ed two Commissioners (Mr. Schermerhorn and Go- 


vernor Carroll) on the part of this Government to. 


repair to the Cherokee country to conclude the 
treaty with the Cherokee people. The correspon- 
dence that took place between the Commissioners 
and Ross, fully sustains the charge that his object 


was to- prevent a treaty in the nation, by submitting ` 


the question directly and fairly to the sense of the 
Cherokee people; but, by.various pretexts, he pre- 
vented the United States Commissioners from all 
opportunity of presenting their projet, until he had 


succeeded in preparing their minds against a treaty; | 


but, at the same time, had secured to himself, and 
the deiegation associated with him, unlimited pow- 
er over the question of the treaty, which power, 
under the grant, was made Irrevocable. 

This was a part of the master policy of this Che- 
rokee diplomatist; and it was not until he had se- 
cured himself in this treaty-making power, even 
beyond the reach of his own people, making him- 
self, and. the delegation appointed to act with him, 
whom every body knows to be his. creatures, 
greater than the Cherokee nation, and beyond its 
control and reach, that he ever would recognise 
Mr. Schermerhorn as the Government agent. It 
is-a matter of curious inquiry to see with what re- 
markable address this man Ross—at times so plau- 


sible, his motives. and designs so admirably 
veiled, that the most scrutinizing eye would. pass 
them undetected—carried on his schemes.to ‘their 
final consummation. Sir, he was an-overmatch 
for the balance. of his nation, and has baffled for 
years the public agents and. the humane’ policy of 
this Government. But in his‘march, adroit and 
skilful as it was, he has left traces that enable us 
to identify the- spirit, the motive, and. the objeet. 


_As far back as the 7th of July, 1835, Mr. Scher- 


merhorn addressed John Ross, from which I make 
the following extract: 

“Thope this, however, will not prevent you from convening 
your principal men at such time and place.as you think best, 
to give me an opportunity of an interview with them, for the 
purpose mentioned in our personal interview.” 

This letter was followed by another from Mr. 
Schermerhorn on the 9th July, of the most concili- 
atory character. On the 10th July, Governor Car- 
roll and Schermerhorn addressed Mr. Ross, inə 
forming him that they much regretted’ to learn he 
had prevented the census from being taken of the 
Cherokees east. This letter was answered by John 
Ross on the 12th, denying his interference. On the 
24th Jnly, John Ross addressed a letter to Mr. 
Schermerhorn, declining to meethim and Governor 
Carroll one week from the 29th of that month, for 
the purpose of holding a conference on the subject 
of their mission. Ross assigns’ as reasons, the 
trouble and inconvenience of the measure, and 
other causes, none of which can be considered 
valid. On the 29th of July, Governor Carroll and 
Schermerhorn addressed Ross, calling upen him 
distinctly to state if he intended to comply with his 
engagements to submit the question of the treaty to 
the Cherokees. They further say that ‘they are 
altogether ignorant of the course pursued by you 
and your principal men after leaving the council 
ground last week, and the speeches you made them, 
and the advice that was given not to meet the Com- 
missioners here at this time.” It will be remem- 
bered that this letter bears date at the time and 
place the United States Commissioners expected to 
meet John Ross, and all the’ Cherokees, on the sub- 
ject of the treaty. They did not meet them, how- 
ever; and Ross, in reply to the above letter, under 
date 30th July, urged the same reasons he had done 
in a former letter. Here, then, it was made mani- 
fest that Ross had certain objects to accomplish 
with his people, befure he would suffer them to meet 
in council. Nearly one month had elapsed, and 
no advance was yet made by Ross to convene his 
people, and had actually refused himself to meet 
them at the time and place appointed. This nego- 
tiation was suspended from July to 14th October, 
1835, when Mr. Schermerhorn addressed ‘ the 
chiefs, head-men, and warriors of the Cherokee In- 
dians, in genera] council convened, at Red Clay 
Council Ground,” apprising them of his attendance, 
and readiness and desire ef opening the negociation 
for a treaty on the five million basis recommended 
by the Senate. On the 15th October, the Committee 
and Council adopted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That they see no reason for departing from the 
customary forms of’the nation in communications of this na- 
ture, and therefore they return the letter of Mr Schermerhorn 
to the principal chief, with the desire that he will (together 
with the Executive Council) answer the aforesaid letter in such 
manner as they may think advisable, and that the Committee 
of Council will act upon the result. 


Well, sir, the principal chief, John Ross, with 
Lowrey, Waters, and Lewis Ross, straightway an- 
swer the letter. John Ross had now gained all he 
wished. He was invested with plenary power, and 


‘they, in their letter, express a wish to hear the pro- 


position, but remind Mr. Schermerhorn that the 
Senate’s basis had been rejected, and “how unne- 
cessary it will be again to ask the sentiments of the 
people upon the treaty you have already proposed, 
and to which they have altogether objected. If, 
however, (it goes on to say,) you are fully autho- 
rized to offer any new terms, they shall be faithfully 
and promptly attended to.” This last letter was, 
on the 17th Cetoher, answered by Mr. Schermer- 
horn, in another addressed to “The chiefs, head- 
men, and warriors,” reminding them of their inte- 
rest, the obligations that Ross and his party were 
under to submit the matter to a council of the na- 
tion, aud to recommend its adoption to-his people. 
On the 22d of the same month, while the council 
was yet in session, John Ross addresses “The Com- 


mittee and Council,” in which he distinctly. recom- 
mends to appoint a delegation, with powers to treat 
with the United States. at Washington, if, a3. he be- 
lieved was the fact, it should turn out thal there 
was no person authorized to treat. with them on the 
ground, On the 24th of October, the Council of 
Red Clay, of 1,076 individuals, 


“ Resolved, That a delegation, consisting of John Ross, prin- . 
cipal chief, Richard Taylor, Lewis Ross, James Brown, James 
Daniel, Thomas Foreman, Richard Fields, Sleeping. Rabbit, 
Joseph Vann, John: Burge, Ooternawa, Elijah: Hicks; John 
Huss, John F. Baldridge, Peter of Aquohee, Jesse Busheyhead, 
John Ridge, Elias Boudinot, and Charles Vann, ‘be endowed 
with full powers to enter into an arrangement with the Geng- 
ral Government of the United States, for the final adjustment 
of the existing difficulties of the Cherokee nation, upon such 
bases and terms as may be deemed by them best fitted to së- 
cure the peace and future security of the Cherokee people.”” 

In the last resolution adopted at the same time, 
they resolve: 


“And that we forbid any negotiation throuzh any other per- 
sons, and will vot hold ourselves bound by the proceedings of 
any (other) delegation,” &c. 

Mr. Chairman, it is under this authority that 
Ross and his party now allege that the treaty is 
null, because not made by the competent persons. 
By whom was the treaty of New Echota made? 
By John Ridge, Elias Boudinot, members of this 
very committee, and eighteen others, influential 
men, of known character among the chiefs. Why 
was it made in Cherokee? Because Ross and his 
friends would not conclude a treaty at Washington 
in the preceding March, alleging that he must take 
the sense of their people; that it must be submitted 
tothem. Well, sir, he was then distinctly notified 
that he need never again return to Washington to 
effect a treaty; that if there should ever be a treaty 
concluded it must be done im the. nation. Ross 
was again and again reminded of this by Scher 
merhorn. Nevertheless, we see him, after having 
himself and friends invested with power; not by a 
majority of the nation, for the documents show 
that the Senate basis of five millions was rejected 
in open council by only 1076, and that the same 
number ratified and confirmed the delegation of 
Ross and others, and protested at the same time 

against any other delegation disposing of their 
land; did succeed first in rejecting the five millions 
by less than one sixth of the wholé nation, and by 
less than one sixth of the whole nation caused him- 
self and friends to be invested with power to treat 
then and through all time. © A minority is compe- 
tent, it seems, to authorize Ross and his party to 
sell their country, but a majority is. required. to 
make the sale of Ridge, Boudinot, and others bind- 
ing. Yes, sir, the treaty of New Echota is now 
denounced as a foul blot on our national character, 
conceived in fraud, consummated by a minority, 
and therefore a nullity, which the honesty of the 
nation should repudiate, and all honest men decry. 
Yet, sir, those who hold this language, whose deli- 
cate sensibility is so aroused at the very name of 
this treaty of New Echola, are prepared to enter 
into a treaty with Ross and his party, who them- 
selves represent a minority of less than one sixth. 
And, sir, I askif'a treaty was now made, or had 
been made, by Ross aud his party, would it not 
have been liable to the very same objections now 
urged to this treaty? How can you draw the dis- 
tinction? If a minority of the Cherokees are compe- 
tent to invest a delegation with treaty making 
powers, is not the same, or even a greater minori- 
ty, upon the same principle, equally competent to 
make a treaty themselves? a 

This, sir, brings us to another remarkable inci- 
dent in this affair. The records show that 
Ross and his friends here in Washington, af- 
ter the news of the treaty reached them, were 
enabled, from some time in the early part of 
January to 3d. of February, to present to the 
Senate two protests against the ratification of 
the treaty, one of 3,250 signers, the other 14,918, 
making 18,169. This is a circumstance I leave 
for Ross and his friends to explain. Can any 
man believe it possible that in- one month's 
time, or less, in the midst of winter, among 
mountains and snows, eighteen thousand one 
hundred and sixty persons in the Cherokee coun- 
try could have been. seen, their names got to these 


protests and transmitted from the Cherokee coun- 
- try to this city? The thing is impossible. There 
' were not, at that time, as many Cherokees in the 
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nation; and, if they had been there, the time in which 
the protests were obtained absolutely forbids the 
belief that the names were genuine. Yet, sir, we 
see many gentlemen are willing to take eighteen 
thousand one hundred and sixty as the number 
opposed to the treaty, when there can be but little 
doubt that the whole population at that time east 
of the Mississippi did not number as many. But, 
Mr. Chairman, all must admit that, if the resolu- 
tion of the General Council was competetent au- 
thority for John Ross and other delegates then 
appointed to treat with the Government, their 
power was unrestrained, and they were at liberty 
to make such treaty as was, in their judgment, to 
the interest of their people. It will be remembered 
that Ross, in his correspondence, expressed a deli- 
berate conviction that the happiness, nay, the very 
existence, of his afflicted nation, depended upon 
their protection from State laws. In this he was 
doubtless correct. But the question is, did he act 
in conformity with this opinion by defeating a 
treaty? Certainly not. No sooner had he secured 
himself and his friends in a treaty-making power 
in the manner I have already described, than he 
became bolder and more unequivocal in his move- 
ments. He announced with much pomp his rea- 
diness to treat, if Mr. Schermerhorn would pro- 
duce his credentials and they were satisfactory. 
At length our commissioner exhibited his creden- 
tials, and received for answer that, though there 
might be well-founded objections taken to them, 
he, [Ross,] however, would waive all exceptions to 
form, and hear the proposition of Mr. Schermer- 
horn. The project of a treaty was again submitted 
and again rejected, and Ross and his party then 
gave notice that they would leave for Washington 
and there receive propositions. Our commissioner, 
as he was in duty bound to do, again gave notice 
for the nation to be convened for the purpose of 
making a treaty, and that none would be made in 
Washington, In the mean time, Ridge and Bou- 
dinot, discovering the game that Ross was resolved 
to play, withdrew from the delegation and declined 
to have any thing more to do with Ross. A coun- 
cil was assembled at New Echota in December, 
after full and fair notice to al! parties, and there 
the treaty, so much denounced, was concluded; 
and, I am free to admit, with less than a majority 
of the nation. But while I make this admission, it 
was the fault of the nation, or rather John Ross's 
intriguing and selfish policy, that prevented 
the Indians from meeting in larger numbers. 
Had ‘Ross been faithful to his nation he never 
would have abandoned it at this time, when he 
was aware that a council was again called, when 
he had been officially informed that no negotiation 
could be again opened at Washington, and when 
he had himself, about the middle of the preceding 
March, declined entering into a negotiation at 
Washington; alleging, as a reason, that it was his 
duty to submit the subject to the sense of his 
nation. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, under all these circum- 
stances, when it is remembered that this Govern. | 


ment exceeded, by six hundred thousand dollars, 
the award cf the Senate—when every body must 
have perceived that Ross and his party were 
wielding a despotic influence over their people, in 
order to advance his own selfish views—I{ submit 
it to the candor of allif this treaty is not placed 
upon ashigh grounds of moral justice as any ever 
made between this Government and our Indian 
tribes. I claim for this treaty no more nor less 
than for other treaties with the Indians. If all 
others are null and void that fill our statute book 
from the origin of this Government.to the present 
day, then you may consider this in the same 
light. Ifthose that precede the New Echota trea- 
ty are valid and binding upon the conscience and 
honor of the nation, so is this: I place them all 
upon the same footing. All—yes, sir, all—if to be 
regarded in the light of treaties as made between 
civilized nations, between equal powers, are null, 
and, if you please, sir, fraudulent. Will any gen- 
tleman tell me that the means resorted to to effert 
this treaty were different or more exceptionable 
than bave always been practiced? No, sir: if you 
charge those who made the treaty of New Echota 
as usurpers and dishonest men, Tanswer you by 
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saying that I have proven Ross to be both the one 
andthe other. So much for the treaty if it were 
now an open question, whith, as I said before, I 
utterly deny. 

Mr. Chairman, has it occurred to gentlemen on 
this floor that Georgia, in her federal ‘relation to 
the other States, has rights of the first magnitude 
involved in this question? - It has long been to me, 
sir, a matter of much surprise to see all the sym- 
‘pathies of this House constantly and earnestly en- 
gaged on the part of the red man in all our dis- 
turbances with them; but of this I donot complain. 
I stand here to ask for the rights of my State, 
not the sympathies of the House; if the one can- 
not be obtained, the other is not worth having. 
What, then, let me repeat, are the rights of Geor- 
gia? So far, sir, as regards sovereignty and juris- 
diction, and soil, they are equal to the rights of any 
of the original thirteen States. None will, none 
can, controvert this. Has Georgia, whilst a colo- 
ny, or since she became a member of this Union, 
parted with her right, of jurisdiction and soil over 
the lands in the occupancy of the Cherokees? Cer- 
tainly not; but, ow the contrary, as far back as 
April, 1802, the State of Georgia entered into a 
compact with this Government, whereby she ceded 
that immense tract of country now comprising the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, and the latter 
stipulated, among other things, to ‘extinguish, for 
the use of Georgia, as soon as the same can be 
peaceably obtained on reasonable terms, the In- 
dian title to all the lands in said State.” And 
what is of some consequence in this discussion, by 
the same compact, this Government did ‘‘cede to 
the State of Georgia whatever claim, right, or title 
they may have to the jurisdiction or soil of any 
lands lying within the United States, and within 
the defined flimits of Georgia,” as settled by said 
compact, which embraces a portion of the territo- 
ry ceded by the New Echota ireaty. 

Mr. Chairman, this compact does not enlarge 
the rights of jurisdiction and soil in the sovereignty 
of Georgia, but it is a full recognition of an ante- 
cedent right, an unquallified surrender of all pre- 
tension whatever to the soil and jurisdiction within 
the limits of Georgia, and thereby surrendering up 
to Georgia the undisputed control of jurisdiction 
and soil which embraces property and pepulation 
in its fullest sense. Hence, sir, if Georgia thinks 
proper to move against any portion of her popula- 
tion, unless they can claim protection under the 
Federal Constitution, which J admit to be para- 
mount to the act of cession, there is no power 
known to our form ef Government that can right- 
fully interpose or question our course. Can the 
Cherokees claim the protection of the Federal Go- 
vernment as against Georgia, by virtue of any 
power under the Constttution? Certainly not. The 
only clause of the Constitution that has a bearing 


on the question is, that “the Congress shall have | 


power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, 
and among the States, and with the Indian tribes,” 
The State. mean nothing more nor less than the 
tes of inis Union, and of course -embrace the 
whole population of the entire State. The boun- 
dary of the State, so far as territory is concerned, 
gives us the idea of lozality and extent, and to regu- 
late commerce with a territory as contradistin- 
guished from the population inhabiting the terri- 
tory, is an absurdity. To regulate commerce with 
the States, means the people of the States. It is 
not possible you can discriminate between portions 
or colors, but all must be regarded, in a commer- 
cial point of view, as a State or community, If 
this be true, then there is no power in Congress, 
either in a commercial or political point of view, 
to draw a discrimination between different portions 
of the people of the same Stale. Hfence, sir, all 
your treaties with the Cherokees within the limits 
of Georgia, are merely permissive, not binding 
upon that State a moment longer than she may 
choose to submit. 
der the Constitution to treat with the citizens of any 
one connty in a State; and attempt to enforce 
the provisions of such a treaty against the will of 
the State, as to insist upon the right of treating 
with the Indian population of the original 
States, and enforcing the provisions of the same 
against the will of such State. In the one case 


You have the same pewer un- | 
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as in the other, a State’ might acquiesce, but 
the sovereign right to disregard at pleasure is not 
at all impaired, and can be called in requisition 
whenever the occasion may require. Georgia has 
paid this Government. thirty-six years ago.to ex- 
tinguish the Indian title “within -her limits; but. it 
will not be. pretended that. Georgia is thereby pre- 
elnded, by virtue of her sovereignty, to do it her- 
self.. She may, by-her own’ act, forfeit her lien on 
the Government ta perform the contract, but she 
never has, for one moment, divested herself of com- 
plete power over the whole subject." =- 

Now then; Mr. «Chairman, how does the ques- 


-tion stand? You have made a treaty with the Che- 


rokees by which you have extinguished’ their. title 
to the lands in Georgia.’ In this you have redeem- 
ed at last your obligation by the compact of 1802. 
Here then the question is settled. If Georgia is 
satisfied with the manner and mode you have 
thought proper to discharge your obligation to her, 
it does not become this Government to object. We 
hold you to the compact with us; we hold you to 
the compact with the Indians, which is the fulfil- 
ment of your obligation to Georgia. And never 
will that State, nor will I as one of her representa- 
tives, consent to any modification or alteration of 
its terms. To the letter I will go, and on that will 
I stand or fall. Yes, Mr. Chairman, Georgia re- 
mained quiet, “confiding in the justice of this Go- 
vernment, for more than the fourth of.a century. 
She looked with regret and mortification at the 
shameful neglect of her rights. She saw and felt 
that repeated opportunities were offered when this 
Government could. have extinguished the Indian 
litle to the lands within her borders.. . In 1808, in 
1814, and in 1817 and 1819, at which. times trea- 
ties were made with the Creeks and Cherokees, it 
was in the power of this Government to have 
quieted the Indian titles to lands in Georgia. But 
sir, the policy of the Government was to purchase 
the Indian title west of our boundary. In Missis- 
sippi and Alabama the Indian title was first to be 
extinguished. What was the effect of this policy? 
To concentrate in Georgia, and on her frontier, 
the whole Indian population of the mighty tribes of 
Creeks and Cherokees. And, sir, as you narrowed 
down her territory, in.the same: proportion did this 
Government increase her difficulty in discharging 
her obligations to. Georgia. This consequence 
should have been. forseen, and strictly guarded 
against. Yet it was the pleasnre of the Federal rulers, 
notwithstanding the repeated memorials and protests 
of Georgia, obstinately to persist in this course of po- 
licy, the direct tendency of which was to fasten 
upon the territory of Georgia, throughout all time, 
an Indian population—a population that this Go- 
vernment was under the highest moral obligation, 
as well as by express stipulation, to remove with 
the least possible delay, and at her own expense. 
Weil, Mr. Chairman, after waiting from 1802-10 
1829, with no earnest effort having been made to 
discharge the obligations of this Government to 
Georgia, a state of things had actually taken place 
in the Cherokee country which would no longer 
admit of delay on the part of that State. It was 
most manifest that Georgia had to look to herself 
for the preservation of order and good neighbor- 
hood, for the maintainance of her political rights, 
and the enforcement of her own laws. Remon- 
strance and petition had failed, argument, reason, 
and justice urged with all the eloquence of candor 
by the constitated authorities of Georgia, by her 
legislative bodies, were no longer regarded with fa- 
vor by this Government. And the alternative was 
presented to my State either of beholding, for the 
first time in the history of this Government, the 
right of a sovereign State over the jurisdiction and 
soil within her own limits—a right.for which she, 
in common with the original thirteen States, fought 
for and won in our Revolutionary struggle, and 
which she believed and felt was guarantied to her 
by the Constitution—prostrated under foot by a code 
of Indian laws; or, -otherwise, to assume.the re- 
sponsibility that honor and patriotism’ demanded, 
of vindicating her laws- and free institutions from 
violence at home, or. aggression from any other 
quarter, Sir, she did take her stand; and I behold 
in her attitude-that undying and anconquerable 
spirit~-the love of liberty-~which is the, patriot’s 
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best hope that our free institutions may yet be pre- 


served. 

Mr. Chairman, in 1827, the Cherokee tribe of 
Jodians organized a Government with a written 
constitution and code of laws, extending over all 
that portion of territory then in their occupancy 
within the limits of Georgia. The Cherokees 


claimed exclusive jurisdiction over the persons and . 


things within their limits. What, sir, was the con- 
sequence? The bad, the profligate, the idle, all 
grades of the human character from ‘every portion 
of the country, were rapidly congregating in the 
Cherokee nation. Public highways, connecting 
the white settlements in Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Alabama, were frequently beset by these lawless 
wretches; robbery, and murder was the necessary 
consequence. These examples were quickly imi- 
tated by the more ignorant Indian. ‘The scene 
‘was too shocking to describe. If, perchance, the of- 
fenders were likely to be brought before the tribun- 
nals of the Cherokee nation, they sought safety in 
flying to the mountains in Georgia and Carolina, 
Tennessee and Alabama, and then would again 
commence new operations, by plundering the In- 
dians. When in the Cherokee country, they 
would plunder the whites; when on the borders of 
the settlements, they would plunder the Indians; 
andso numerous and well organized was this band 
of thieves, that for a length of time the arm of the 
judiciary, the ministerial officers of the law were 
resisted, and often baffled by the superior force 
of the offenders, in the due administration 
of the laws. This state of things, bronght 
about solely by the pretensions of this In- 
dian. Government, could not longer be en- 
dured. The jurisdiction of Georgia and her re- 
‘sponsibility to herself and the world, for preserving 
the rights of her citizens of property and life itself, 
imperiously demanded of her, as the Government 
had failed to remove the cause of this annoyance, 
to arrest the evil. Well, sir, what was the first 
step taken by Georgia to accomplish this object, 
which the candid of all parties must admit was 
her duty? It was, by legislation, to extend: her 
criminal jurisdiction over her entire territory, and 
thereby abrogating the Indian form of Government. 
Was not the Indian as much protected by this aet 
as the white man? Was it not as much, nay 
more, necessary to protect the Indian than any 
other portion of our population? Their own 
laws had proved inadequate to the object, 
they had been tried and failed. Instead of 
preserving order, the result was endless con- 
fusion and misrule. We had stood by and seen 
the ‘experiment fully made, and it had most sig- 
nally failed. Every principle therefore of. en- 
lightened humanity, as well as of honor, of patriot- 
ism, and of State sovereignty, demanded the course 
that Georgia pursued. Yet, sir, it is remarkable, 
that for this act of Georgia there has been an uni- 
form and deep voice of censure, from a particular 
quarter of this Union, from that Cay to this. Nor 
has there been any thing left undone, that could 
thwart the policy of Georgia, in adjusting her 
own domestic rights and interest, to which it is 
even indecent on the part of other States to al- 
lude, in the terms of censure, much less of inter- 
ference, and more especially the older States of 
this Union. If, sir, I were disposed to retort, by 
telling the story of outrage, cruel, merciless, 
and vindictive as it was, even to the extermination 
of whole tribes, what answer are gentlemen pre- 
pared to give? Where are the tribes that once in- 
habited this country from Maine to Georgia? 
Either swept from the face of the earth, or here 
and there small numbers residing in obscure 
corners, broken down in spirit, degraded, poor, 
and miserable. Yet, sir, we of Georgia are to 
receive lectures on morality, on the rights of the 
Indians, of humanity to savages, from the people 
of those States whose forefathers have extermi- 
nated tribe after tribe, by their just, and humane 
policy to the savage! Did it ever occur to those who 
are thus unjustly dealing out their denunciations 
against Georgia, how different must be the judg- 
ment of posterity from their own, when history 
shali tell the solemn truth, that the humanity and 
justice of the East and North, as well as portions 
of the South, had exterminated the mighty tribes 
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that once held the possession of those sections, 
long before the close of the eighteenth century ; 
while at this day the cruelty and injustice of 
Georgia towards the savages in her State had 
enabled them to boast of men of the. first talents, 
high literary attainments, and in numbers exceed- 
ing the entire Indian population of all the old 
States together. These are things, sir, of which, 
as an American, I can take no pleasure in ad- 
verting to; but, as a Georgian, I can only feel all 
the emotions of disgust, when I hear my State 
denounced for her Indian policy, by the people of 
States who have hunted down, as the wild beast 


` of prey, the last of the red man within their bor- 


ders. If we are to be lectured, let it come from 
pure hands and honest hearts; not from those 
whose practice it.is to preach justice, equality and 
humanity abroad, while at home every act is 
shrouded with designs black and wicked. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there are other facts that 
should be known tu this committee and the nation, 
in order to unterstand the true position of Georgia. 
By the treaty of 1819 with the Cherokees, made 
with Ross, Gunter, and others, who have been 
opposing the late Cherokee treaty, there is an 
express reservation in faver of John Ross, Lewis 
Ross, John Martin, James Brown, John Burge, 
Edward Gunter, Richard Taylor, Thomas Fore- 
man, and Richard Fields, and a number of others, 
of 640 acres of land tu each, provided they wished 
to become citizens of the United States, &c. 

Now, sir, I willstate also, as a fact not generally 
known, that this very same John Ross, Lewis Ross, 
Edward Gunter, George Lowrey, and John Gunter, 
did put in, in writing, which was regularly recorded 
at the Cherokee Agency, their applications for the 
reservations as set forth in the treaty. I will give 
the letters of Lewis Ross and John Ross. 

Wasuincton Ciry, March 6th, 1819. 

Sir: Agreeable to the 3d article of the treaty signed at. Wash- 


ington on the 27th February, 1819, I hereby notify that it is my 
intention to continue to reside permanently on the Jand reserved 
to mein said treaty. 
- (Signed) $ LEWIS ROSS. 
CoL. R. J. Merss, Cherokee Agent. 
CREEK AGENCY, June 17, 1819. 

Sım: Finding that some of those persons who have been 
granted special reservations in fee simple, by the late treaty, 
concluded at Washington City on the 27th day of February 
last, have thought proper to report to you, agreeable to the con- 
dition stipulated in the third article of said treaty, notwith- 
standing I am fully convinced in my opinion that said condi- 
tion does not immediately apply to special reservations, yet, in 
order to avoid any misunderstanding of the treaty, I have also 
thought proper to follow their example. You will therefore 
please to acknowledge this as my notification, in compliance 
with the aforesaid stipniated condition, that itis my inten- 
tion to continue to occupy and enjoy permanently the land 
reserved me in that treaty. f 

lam, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOIN ROSS. 
Col. R. J. Mercs, Cherokee Agent. 

The letters of the others are of the same charac- 
ter. Mr. Chairman, can this House, will the 
American people, ask more to satisfy them of the 
true character of John Ross and others who are 
oppposing this treaty, and the peculiar situation in 
which Georgia has found herself situated? Sir, it 
should be remembered that it was not until after 
John Ross, his brother, Lewis Ross, and the others 
now hostile to this treaty, had accepted the provi- 
sions of that of 1819, constituting them citizens of 
the United States, and with~a fee simple in 640 
acres of jand, selected as the most valuable in the 
nation, that the project was set on foot by the same 
individuals, that they would sell their reservations, 
return again to the nation, assume the command 
and the control of the Cherokees, organize a Go- 
vernment, adopt a written Constitution and code of 
laws, to advance their own ambitious projects, 
What have the eulogists of John Ross to say to his 
solemn, written pledge, that he intended to reside 
permanently on his reservation, under the 3d arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1819? Where stands his un- 
blemished character in this transaction? Just where 
it stands in the present. It was John Ross and his 
party that made the treaty of 1819, securing, 
among other things, the best possessions in their 
country in fee simple, with the rights of a citizen of 
the United States. How long did they adhere to the 
conditions upon which they obtained this bounty? 
No longer than was necessary for them to pocket 
the profits of their treachery, and a new scene of am- 
bition opened to their view. He then renounced all 
the rights and honor of an Amenican citizen, and 
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sought for glory and distinction by again betraying 
the best interests of his nation; and it is. this man 
and his party who, it is contended, have the sole 
and exclusive right of making treaties for the Che- 
rokees, Is it so, sir? Flave not he and. his. asso- 
ciates, by their own voluntary .act, as far Wack as 
1819, deprived themselves of the influence. they 
now seek to exercise? i 

One other fact, Mr. Chairman, I will allude to in 
justification of the course of Georgia, in abrogating 
the Cherokee Government. Among other oppres- 
sive enactments, these people passed the following 
barbarous laws for the sole purpose of perpetuating 
in the hands of. Ross and his party, who had then 
seized upon the government of the Cherokees: 
“That any person or persons whatsoever, who shall 
be found guilty of forming unlawful meetings, with 
intent to create faction against the peace and tran- 
quillity of the people—to encourage rebellion against 
the laws and government of the Cherokee nation, 
shall receive one hundred stripes on the bare back.” 
Another section provides: “That any person or per- 
sons who shall, contrary to the Legisiative Coun- 
cil, enter into a treaty, &c. and agree to sell any 
part or portion of the national lands, upon convic- 
tion, shall suffer death.” And it is, also, pro- 
vided that persons who abscond, or who shall re- 
fuse, by resistance, to appear at the place of trial, 
are declared outlaws; “and any person cf this nation 
shall kill them, so offending, in any manner mast con- 
venient, within the limits of this nation, and shall not 
be held accountable to the laws for the same.” And 
another section of the Cherokee laws provide, after 
administering one hundred lashes on the naked 
back, for a particular offence, “and no treaty shall 
be binding upon this nation which shall not have 
been ratified by the General Council, and approved 
by the principal chief.” 

I will not spend the time of the committee in 
commenting on these laws. No one can mistake 
their object. John Ross was the principal chief, 
and no treaty could, therefore, under their law, be 
binding without his approval. This gave him the 
power, unlimited and despotic as it was, that he 
desired. These laws were enacted in October, 
1829, and it was not until November or December, 
1829, that the Legislature of Georgia extended her 
criminal jurisdiction over the Cherokee country 
within her limits. I need not here repeat what is 
universally believed to be true, that these laws 
prevented the great mass of the Cherokee people 
from emigrating. If one dared express a desire to 
go West, or treat with the United States, we all 
know his fate; and, if the reports of the day are to 
believed, many paid the forfeit of that law with 
their lives. Under such circumstances, Mr. Chair- 
man, was my State placed at the moment she took 
her stand and asserted her rights. If consequences 
to be deplored have resulted, they must be attri- 
buted to the folly and ambition of Ross and his 
party, and the delay of justice by this Government 
to Georgia. Georgia acted as became her at-so 
momentous a crisis. Had she done less, she 
would not have commanded the respect of her sis- 
ter States, herself, or of posterity. 

Mr. Chairman, the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia condemns the policy of this Government, 
in removing all the Indian tribes West of the Mis- 
sissippi. ‘That this policy, so fatal to the red man, 
originaied with General Jackson, and must end in 
I think the honorable member is mistaken, 
when he gives the entire credit, for so I regard it, to 
General Jackson. The policy of removing the 
Indians West, and without the limits of the States, 
commenced under the adminisiration of General 
Washington, and has been the settled policy of the 
Government, from that day to this. It is true, sir, 
and so much the more creditable to General Jack- 
son, that he never failed to urge this policy upon 
Indian tribes within the States, or upon 
Congress, on all suitable occasions, as ihe last and 
only means of throwing around the savage the 
eficient protection of this Government. Bat while 
I am free to admit, that this policy, under his Ad- 
ministration, assumed a decided and organized 
form and practical bearing, yet Iwill not yield 
all the honor of this mighty work of national 
humanity to GeneralJackson. It originated in the 
benevolent and comprehensive charity and practi- 
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cal humanity of our first Chief Magistrate, and ` 


has been ‘sanctioned by all who have come after 
him; and though it may be Said of General Jack- 
gon that more has been done under his Adminis- 
tration to carry out this great work, in which every 
philanthropist must feel an abiding interest, it 
does not show the whole credit to be his, or that 
the policy itself is wrong. ‘The honorable gentle- 
man will take upon himself.a task of no ordinary 
character, when he attempts to prove that what is 
understood to be our Indian policy, is either wrong 
fn itself, or will be productive of results fatal to 
them or to the whites. 

The honorable gentleman, as is somewhat com- 
mon in this House on particular occasions, re- 
minds us of the danger of a large standing army to 
the liberties of the people; and that sug? 


: seul ahh army 
will become necessary, in order to protect our 


werner frontier, if the Indians ate all cciicentrated 
dn the west of the Mississippi. He informs us, from 
our experience in the Semino'e war, that we have 
found that it was nécessary to have seben American 
soldiers to contefd against oe Indian warrior; that 
when the Cherokees shall reach their western 
home, the mighty tribes can number sixty thou- 
sand warriors, which would require, according to 
our late experienc: in Florida, a standing army of 
upwards of three hundred thousand soldiers to pro- 
‘tect that frontier, and hold the savages in check; 
and the honorable gentlernan concludes that the 
policy is tnwise, because it will necessarily lead to 
this overgrown standing army, that is to swallow 
up the liberties of the people. Sir, I cannot think 
there is much force in his view of the question. 
The honorable gentleman greatly underrates the 
character of the American soldiers, if such is his 
opinion. But I regard the immense arity spolzen 
‘of by the gentleman as imaginary, and that he en- 
tertains too much respect for the courage of our 
soldiers, to disparage them by any such comparison. 
Mr. Chairman, the honorable gentleman insists 
that we can live side by side with the Vnditins in 
harmony, and that it wollld be humanity and jus- 
tice in Georgia to permit the Cherokees to remain 
onthe land of their fathers. Sir, this is the feeling 
of many gentlemen, who have either forgotten the 
lessons of all experience, or know but little of In- 
dian character. How often has the experiment 
been tried; and where can you point to asolitary 
instance of permanent good resulting to the savage? 
No sooner do you bring the white and red man 
in close contact in the same community than the 
latter falls into all the vices and errors of the for- 
mer, imitating none of his virtues. Sir, I have 
seen something of Indian character; I know some- 
thing of the demoralizing influence upon the white 
and red man by placing them in contiguous neigh- 
borhoods; and I should regard it as one of the 
greatest moral evils that could befall the Cherokees 
to remain in their present situation. Better for 
them that they be driven at the point of the bayo- 
net to their western homes, than to remain where 
ruin, wretchedness, and misery await them. Why, 
from the beginning, such should be so, I will not 
attempt to explain; but that the fact exists, all 
must admit. Then, sir, should we now halt 
in our career, again to make experiments that 
have, as often as repeated, led its victims to the 
altar? Is it not the part of wisdom, is it not our 
duty, to provide for evils that exist, to treat the 
condition of these Indians as a practical question, 
rather than indulge in morbid sympathies and bit- 
ter railings, that the laws of nature have fixed an 
insuperable barrier between the moral condition of 
the savage aud the christian? In all this there is a 
providence beyond the ken of man; stubborn and 
unalterable Jaws of nature, that will neither yield 
to our entreaties, nor disappear at our bidding. 
Mr Chairman, the honorable gentleman, with his 
accustomed earnestness of manner, asked, would 
not Georgia consent to pay an additional sum of 
money to induce the Indians to emigrate sooner 
than engage in a war? Yes, to bribe Ross and 
his party to sanction this treaty, rather than see 
war raging on our soil? I would deprecate as 
much as any man living a conflict with the Chero- 
kees.. I will pursue ‘no course here or elsewhere, 
with the intention of bringing about such a result ; 
but, sir, I will never vote one dollar to bribe a 
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faithless man to sanction the suprenie Jaw of this, 
land. Others, who tie a different view of the: 
subject, may vote John Ross million upon million | 
for pacification.: I shall not complain at that; but, : 
as one of the representatives of Georgia, I cannot: 
consent, by any vote of mine, to purchase the: 
peace of my constituents at the hands of John: 
Ross. And has it come to this; that the treaty 
which has been šo often öh this flodt denouticed | 
as fraudulent, as a foul blot npon our national’ 
character, as a crying sis invoking the vengeance 
of heaven, is at last to be purified; stripped of its. 
infamy, made worthy the support of all that have 
denounced it, by voting two ‘or three miliions to 
John Ross. and his friends? I rejoice, sir, that 
the ure issue has, after all, been presented. Jobn 
Ross is now, as he always has been from the first 
moment; in the marketi Give him ote of two 
millions, and the entire control of the five millions 
embraced in the treaty, with the power of conduct- 
ing the emigration .of the Indians, and all his 
attachment for the land of his fathers, the -soil of 
his birth, will die in that false and treacherotés 
bosom, unlamenting the necessity that compels the 
separation, 

For one, Mr. Chairman, whatever may be the 
consequence, I can conceive of nothing I would 
not prefer to placing my State by any vote of mine 
in a sittation so humiliating. I will hever consent 
to vote ohe dollar to bribe Ross, or extend the emi- 
gration one day beyond ihe time prescribed in the 
treaty. 
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SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIBS. 


» SPEECH OF MR. HAYNES, 
Or GEORGIA, 

In the House of Representatives, May 28 and 29, 1838— 
In Committee of the Whole on the bill making ap- 
propriations for preventing and. suppressing In- 
didn hostilities for the year 1838, and for arrear- 
ages for the year 1837. 


Mr. HAYNES addressed the Committee as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Cirairman: When [first cathe into this House; 
in 1825, it Was in the mid&t Of an Indiaii contro- 
versy betweén the then Executive of the United 
States and the State of Georgia; and no one can 
regret more than I do, that, after having occupied 
a seat here, first and last, for more than twelve 
years, and when the period of my public service is 
drawing te a close; I should find myself tinder the 
necessity Of once more elitering into the discüssioñ 
of such a subject. It is with the deepest regret, 
and alone under the strongest sense of duty to my 
constituents and myself, that I could be induced to 
take any partin this discussion. But, sir, I should 
be recreant to the trust reposed in me by an intel- 
ligent and confiding people—I should be false to 
the honor which belongs to my character as their 
representative—if I could sit by and hear the de- 
nunciations which have been hurled against the 
State of which I am one of the representatives, 
without endeavoring to repel them. The wide 
range of discussion which has been opened before 
this committee, renders it indispensable that I 
should indulge a scope of remark efitirely beyond 
what properly belongs to the bill now under con- 
sideration. To enable me to do justice to Geor- 
gia, uninteresting as it may be, I am compelled to 
recur, briefly, to the European colonization of the 
American continent. It must be well known to 
this committee, that the various nations descended 
from European stock, now settled on this continent, 
emigrated to the portions colonized by them upon 
one great and general principle. I may assert, 
without fear of contradiction, that from the time 
the standard of Ferdinand and Isabella was plant- 
ed on the shores of the new world by the great 
man who discovered it, the European colonies 
were settled in this country upon the principle that 
discovery gave a perfect right to soil and jurisdic- 
tion over every person and thing whatsoever. I 
could not better lay down the doctrine, in its appli- 
cation to the aboriginal inhabitants, as it has been 
carried out and acted upon by every nation which 


has established colonies here, than by a reference to 
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remarks måde by a distinguishéc 2 é 
Sachusetts [Mr. Joan Quincy ApAMS,]} in at afini- 
versaty otatiotideliveted by him in commemora- 
tion of the Jahding of the Pilgrims at-Plymouth if 
that State, in December, 1802. 


“The Indian right. of possession ‘itself stands,” says Mv. 


- Adams, “with regard to the greatest part of the country, upon 


a quesuotiable fUundation. “Their cultivated flelds; their con- 
stricted habitations; a space of ample sufficiency for ther sub 
sistence, and whatever.they-had annexed to themselves by. per- 
gonal labor, were undoubtedly by :the laws of nature theirs. 
But what is the right ofa bumtaman to the forést-of a chousdnd 

niles, pret which be has accidentally ranged in quest of prey? 

ball tHe Hberal bouhties df Prévidence to the rate of man bs 
monopolized by one of a thousand for whom they were crè: 
ated? Shall the exuberant besom of the common mother, am- 
ply adequate to the nourishment of millions, be claimed exclu- 
sively by a few hundreds of her offspring? Shall. the lordly 


‘gavage not only disdain the virtues and enjoyments of civiliza. 


tion himself, but shall he control the civilization of the world} 
Shall he forbid thé wilderness to blossom like the tose? Shan 
he forblu thé oaks of thè forest to fall before.thé axe of industry, 
and risé again, uainsformed into the habitations of ease and eið- 
gance? Shall he doom an immense region of the globe to per, 
petual desolation, and to hear the howling of the tiger and thé 
wolf silence forever the voice of human gladness? Shall the 
hills and the valleys, which a beneficent God has formed to 
teem with the life of innumerable multitudes, be condemned to 
everlasting barrenness? Shajj, the mighty rivers, poured out by 
the hand of nature, as channels of communication pemen 
nu'nerous nations, roll their waters in sullen silence:an étetnad 
soutude to the deep? Mave hundreds of commodious harbors, 
a thousand leagues of coast, and a boundless ocean. heen spread 
ia front of this land, and shall every purpose of utility to which 
they could apply be prohibited by the tenantof the woods?. No, 
generous philanthropists. Heaven has not been thus‘inconsis- 
tent in the work ofits hands! Heaven has rot, thus placed at 
irretonciledble strife; its moval laws with its physical creation!” 

The doctrine contaiiéd ih this extract ig not 
only conformable to the system of English colotii- 
zation on this continent, but that of every other 
European nation which ‘established colonies upon 
it, From: the settlement of the. oldest of the Anglo 
Ametican. cblonies, fromthe “settlement of Vir- 
ginia in 1606, to that of Geottid, the youngest itt 
1733, there is, among the original thirteen Stated; 
but a single exception, in which entire jurisdiction 
has not been exercised by them, either as colonies 
or States, over the Indians within their respective 
limits, as will be found on reference to theit sta 
tute books. Of all the old thirteen States, Dela- 
ware alone has abstained from the exercise of such 
jurisdiction; and if I am not very much mistaken, 
alone for the reason that there was not a single In- 
dian, tribe within her limits: A strall “portion of 
the Nanticoltes were there; but the body: of the 
tribe was in Maryland, and ‘subjected to het jurise 
diction. The ternis of the statutes of the different 
colonies and States are various, but the principle 
of absolute sovereignty over the aboriginal inhabi- 
tants, with the single exception of Delaware, is 
found in them all. It would be easy to sustain the 
agsertion; that entite sovereignty and jurisdiction 
over the Indians was the principle of Anglo Ame- 
rican colonization, by. reference to the laws of the 
several colonies ‘and Statés: now composing this 
T nión, but it could not be necessary to inflict such 
„abor upon myself, nor so far to tax the patience 
of this committee, As this principle of jurisdic- 
tion over Indians was at first established upon the 
settlement of the colonies, so did our fathers find it 
at the commencement of the Revolution. Well, 
sir, Georgia stood upon the same footing, both as 
a colony and a State, with her sisters on this sub- 
ject. After the establishment of American. inde- 
pendence, when the articles of confederation were 
found to be insufficient to promote the public wel- 
fare, and to secure the blessings which the union 
of the States. was intended to establish and per- 
petuate, when the delegates met in convertion in 
1787, for the purpose of revising our form’ of Go- 
vernment, we find in the Federal Constitution, that 
great and glorious result of ‘their: Jabors, but 
a single particular which. touches at all 
upon the jurisdiction of the ‘several States 
over the Indian tribes within their mits. 
In fact, the word “ Indian” octurs but twice 
throughout the whole instrument—once in the 
clause which confers the commercial power upon 
the General Government, and once in relation to 
the persons entitled: to be enumerated for représen- 
tation in the Congress of the United States. Nor 
does the Federal Constitution confer any power 
upon this Government. over Indiatis, except the 
single and ‘simple power to “regulate commerce 
with the Indian tribes.” We know. very. wel 
fora lotig-séries of years, attempts have'been made 
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so to torture and misinterpret that-clause of the 
Constitution, as to authorize the extension of juris- 
diction over them by the Federal Government in 
all cases whatsoever; ‘but,’ sir, it isthe idlest-and 
absurdest of all deductions that could. be drawn 
trom any one clause in that instrument. “Every 
one knows that the whole comimercial power of the 
General Government in relation to foreign nations, 
the-several States, and the Indian tribes, is em- 
braced in one single little clause of the Constitu- 
tion. But if the‘power to regulate commerce with 
the Indian tribes, confers exclusive jurisdiction 
upon this Government over them, it-confers a like 
jurisdiction over the several States, and annihilates 
their respective Governmenis.at a single blow.- I 
repeat, that such ‘an interpretation of the Constita- 
tion is the idlest and absurdest inference which 
could be drawn from any part of that instrument. 
I am very well aware that this may be considered 
a stale and unprofitable train of argument on my 
part; but it is impossible to do justice to Georgia, 
without adverting to it. Sir, in the whole history 
of the legislation of that State, she has never, in a 
single instance, overstepped the principles set forth 
in the extract just read from the Plymouth speech 
ofthe honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr." Apams,] nor strained her jurisdiction one 
inch beyond what all the other original States have 
exercised, except Delaware, with respect to the In- 
dians. In exercising this jurisdiction, which was 
alike exercised by the various colonies, or States, 
it was based upon the iple of entire sove- 
reignty over the whole soit, aad over, the whole 
population within their limits as colonies or Siates. 

It is now too late to inquire into the question of 
abstract right to such jurisdiction; it is enough for 
my argument to have shown its universal applica- 
tion to all the European colonies planted on this 
continent. If the time shall come when it will be 
necessary for me to inquire whether the sum of 
human happiness has been increased by the settle- 
ment of European colonies in America, giving full 
allowance for its effect upon the aboriginal inhabi- 
tants, I shall be prepared to.sustain the affirmative. 
It is well known that the British colonies on this 
continent were settled under'the authority of char- 
ters from the Crown, aud that the limits of the ori- 
ginal States have been settled by them where no 
conflicting claim has been shown to exist. Geor- 
gia, like her. sister colonies, was. settled under a 
charter, by which her original limits were so clear- 
ly defined, that no contest is believed ever to have 
arisen between her.and another colony or State, 
except that which involved a small strip of terri- 
tory claimed by South Carolina, and which was 
amicably adjusted between them at the convention 
of Beaufort in 1787. 

By the commission to Governor Wright, and 

the royal proclamation in 1763 or 4, her limits 
were defined to extend. from the Savannah to the 
St. Mary’s, and inland from the 31st to the 35th 
degree of north Jatitude, and from the Atlantic 
ocean to the Mississippi. Thus stood the extent of 
her territory at the treaty of peace with Great Bri- 
tain in 1783; and thus it continued to. stand until 
she ceded a large portion of her territory—about 
one hundred thousand square miles—to the United 
States, in 1802. — 
-= Mr. Chairman, we have heard much about the 
common right of the Union to the waste or unap- 
propriated lands within the several States. Often 
as that question was brought before the Revolutio- 
nary Congress, and much as it retarded the ratifica- 
tion of the articles of Confederation, some two or 
three of the States insisting upon the establishment 
of the principle before they would ratify them, the 
ratification of all was finally accorded without it. 
So far, indeed, from the affirmation of the princi- 
ple, it was distinctly disaffirmed as often as it was 
brought before the Congress of the Confederation. 
The utmost. length to which that body ever con- 
sented to.go was. earnestly to recommend liberal 
cessions by the States.owning large bodies of un- 
appropriated lands. i 

At-the close of 1787, or early in the-year 1788, 
Georgia made a formal proposal to Congress to 
cede a large portion of her western territory to the 
United States; which, instead of being rejected be- 
cause the lands were already the property of the 
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Union, was declined on ‘the ground that the Fede- 
ral Government was not then in a condition to 
meet the payment demanded for it by Georgia, and 
for other considerations not necessary to mention. 
Notwithstanding Georgia was entitled to all the 
land embraced within her charter, about forty 
years ago, the then President of the United Siates, 
and a Congress subservient to his views, established 
2 Territorial Government within her limits, although 
within the preceding four years, in negotiating the 
treaty of San Lorenzo El Real touching the south- 
ern boundary of the United States, Spain had been 
vanquished upon the title of Georgia. That cir- 
cumstance, together with others of a local nature, 
occasioned the assembling ofa convention in 1798, 
for the purpose of revising her constitution; which 
convention inserted a provision in the revised con- 
stitution authorizing the cession of a large portion 
of her territory to the United States, defining the 
boundary beyond which such cession should be 
made. 

„_ On the 24th day of April, 1802, twenty-five days 
after the passage of the law to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes, and which vir- 
tually repealed that law as to Georgia, a compact 
was entered into between the United States and 
Georgia, for a cession of this territory to the United 
States, by which Georgia conveyed to the United 
States about one hundred thousand square miles 
of her most valuable lands, upon the condition of 
eceiving, at a period uncertain and remote, the pi- 
isum of $1,250.000, and the removal of the In- 
+ from the limits reserved by her. 


ration. Ido not, however, place the right of Geor- 
gia to jurisdiction over the soil and people, and 
every thing else upon her territory, upon the com- 
pact of 1802. I place it upon the high and original 
ground of Eurepean culonization, referred toat the 
opening of my remarks, as confirmed and settled 
by the Declaration of Independence, the treaty of 
peace with Great Britain, and the Federal Consti- 
tution-which now binds thése States together. But 
if doubt could exist in any:human mind whatever, 
as to her rights, that question would be clearly: set- 
tled by the compact: of 1802; for, by. it, in express 
terms, Georgia ceded to the United States “all 
claim to soil and jurisdiction” beyond a certain li- 
mit; and the United States ceded to Georgia “all 
claim to soil and jurisdiction” within that limit, as 
reserved by Georgia to herself. The United States 
entered at once fully into the enjoyment of “soil and 
jurisdiction” as ceded to them ky Georgia;and who 
will dare to say that Georgia had not the same right 
to enter uponand enjoy the “soil and jurisdiction” 
ceded to her by the United States? 

By no known rule of construction can one 
branch of these mutual stipulations be enforced, 
and the other not. Is it not, then, surprising that, 
after the United States should have entered at once 
and fally ,into the possession and enjoyment of 
what was ceded to them by Georgia, we should find 
at this late day, in defiance of the cession to her of 
“soil and jurisdiction” by the United States, the 
doctrine set up that an Indian tribe may hold a po- 
sition. as an independent political community upon 
the soil of Georgia? T have said that all the colo- 
nies, and original States of this Union, exercised 
perfect and entire jurisdiction over the Indians 
within their Hmits; and, I will now add, that the 
very last of all the old States, as she was the last 


_one planted on this continent, to extend her juris- 


diction over the Indians, was Georgia. Various 


acts of legislation, it is true, were adopted by her | 


some forty or fifty years ago, in relation to the In- 
dians; but she deferred the whole and entire exer- 
cise of her sovereignty over them until within the 
last ten years. 

The occasion was this: In the summer of 1827 
a.council of delegates of the Cherokee nation as- 
sembled, and adopted, and promulgated, a formal 
Constitution, setting up a permanent, independent, 
sovereignty, embracing-some four or five millions 
of acres of territory, within the limits of Georgia. 
Notwithstaading the proceedings of this conven- 
tion were known to the Governor and Legisla- 
ture of Georgia, at its meeting in November, 1827, 
even then, Georgia forbore to interfere with this 
pretended Cherokee sovereignty. 


The lan- | 
ge of that compact deserves particular conside- | 
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In January, .1828, the distinguished individual 
who now presides over the Department of State, 
[Mr. Forsyth,] being then Governor. of Georgia, 
communicated a cupy.of the Cherokee .constitution 
to the President of the United States. That .Presi« 
dent, with whom Georgia had. just triumphantly 
closed the memorable controversy whith grew out 
of the Creek treaty made at the Indian Spring, in 
February, 1828, being willing, so far as might be 
practicable, to carry to fulfilment the obligations of 
the United States to remove the Indians from. within 
the limits of Gergia, entered into a treaty with the 
Cherokees of the West in May, 1828, looking, 
among other things, to the emigration of the Eastern 
portion of the tribe to the west of the Mississippi. 
Is peak from a knowledge of the fact, that such was 
one of the important motives Which led to the con- 
clusion of that treaty, being, at the time it -was 
made, a member of the Georgia delegation, Wò 
were consulted on the subject. I was understood 
that a portion of the Western Cherokees, who made 


; that. treaty, returned through the Eastern portion of 


the tribe, in the summer of 1828, for the purpose of 
inducing their friends and kindred to emigrate to 
the West, and that, so far from finding a friendly 
reception, were abused and maltreated for it. But 
the opposition of the authorities cf the tribe did not 
stop there. 

At the meeting of the Cherokee council in Octoe - 
ber, 1828, an act was passed, disfranchising any 
Cherokee who might enrol for emigration to the 
West, and authorizing any other Cherokee te enter 
into the possession of houses and lands then occu 
pied by him. It was not until after the passage of that 
act that the Legislature of Georgia extended the 
jurisdiction of the State over the Cherokees, at the 
annual session in November, 1828. In spite of 
the attempt to enforce the Cherokee law of 1828 
against emigration, the spirit was not checked 
sufficiently for the authorities of the tribe; and in 
November, 1829, another act was passed by the 
council, or, as would appear from a printed copy 
of the Cherokee laws, solely by John Ross, as 
principal chief, inflicting a fine of one thousand 
dollars, and the punishment of one hundred lashes, 
upon ary and every Cherokee Indian who should 
dare to enrol for emigration to the West. As the 
law. of Georgia, of November, 1828, was made to 
meet the-Cherokee law against emigration which 
preceded it, so in November, 1829, the. Legislature 
of Georgia passed another act to countervail the 
Cherokee law which preceded it.. In both in- 
stances, it will be perceived that Georgia legisla- 
tion followed that of the Cherokees, and was occa- 
sioned by it. It would not be difficult to show that 
Georgia has proceeded progressively in the same 
course, basing her legislation upon the previous 
action of the Cherokees. It is worthy of remem- 
brance that the Creeks, Chickasaws and Choctaws 
have been removed from the lands ceded to the 
United States by the compact of 1802; while the 
Cherekees, after the lapse of thirty-five years, and 
the establishment of two flourishing States upon 
the ceded territory, are still permitted to excumber 


| the soil of Georgia. 


If the expense of removing the Indians from 
Georgia is alleged to her prejudice, my answer is, 
that the United States have received. not less than 
sixty millions of acres of land as an equivalent for 
doing it. Surely, upon an examination of the ac- 
count current, no one can complain that the United 
States have made a hard bargain. Would the 
people of this country be willing to cancel it, and 
restore the ceded territory to Georgia upon being 
reimbursed what has been expended in removing 
the Indians? I think not. The difficulties growing 


; out of the conflicting legislation of Georgia and 


the Cherokees were heightened by the depredations 
mutually committed by bad men of either race 
npon the people of the other, or both. During the 
period uncer review, and that which followed it, 
the question was not as to the mode in which Geor- 
gia should exercise, or had exercised, jurisdiction 
over the Cherokees, but involved the naked, vital 
By what 
right could any community, either before or 
since the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 
establish an independent Government within the 
limits of any one of the States of this Union, I 
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leave to the adversaries of Georgia, and defy them 
to answer. Let moralists say. what they will, it 
does not become the people of this, country, espe- 
cially those of the older States, to arraign the 
course of Georgia on this subject. Well might she 
say to them, “Let him who is without sin first cast 
a stone at me.” In 1828 and 1899, the extent to 
which Georgia carried her authority over the Che- 
rckees, was to protect such of that people as might 
desire to emigrate from the barbarous inflictions of 
the laws of the tribe. In 1830, a Cherokee by the 
name of Tasselscommitted murder upon one of his 
own countrymen, for which he was arraigned be- 
fore the superior court of Hall county for trial, 
and upon solemn inquest was found guilty of mur- 
der. I might here show that it was far better, on 
the ground of humanity, for an Indian to be tried 
by the white man’s law than by the law of the 
Indian; by the Anglo Saxon institutions than 
the bloody code of his own countrymen; by that 
law which not only requires proof of the fact of 
killing, but which requires to be brought home to 
ihe culprit malice aforethought, éxpress or implied. 
But Georgia was not permitted to proceed quietly 
in the exercise of her jurisdiction over this Indian 
murderer. A hue-and-cry was raised against her 
throughout the whole length and breadth of the 
land, and the power of the Supreme Court of the 
United States was invoked to arrest his execution, 
and to take him away from her authority. A 
citation was served upon the Governor of Georgia, 
and upon the judge before whom the murderer had 
been been tried and convicted; and because the 
authorities of the State went on to execute Tassels 
in conformity with his sentence, Georgia was ac- 
cused of braving and defying the authority of the 
United States. I may say here, before I proceed 
further with the narrative of the contest between 
Georgia and the Cherokees, that in the case of 
Tassels there was no haste to execute the sentence 
of the law. On the contrary, the day of execution 
was made so distant as to enable the unfortunate 
convict and his friends to invoke Executive clemen- 
cy for a respite, and to memorialize the Legislature 
fora pardon. No mitigating circumstances being 
shown, the pardon was refused, and he was exe- 
cuted. But even according to the doctrine con- 
tended for, that the Supreme Court had appellate 
jurisdiction over the case, under what obligations 
did Georgia stand to obey the citation of that tri- 
bunal? How she braved the authority of the Su- 
preme Court, will be seen by referring to the deci- 
sion of the late Chief Justice Marshall, in the case 
of Cohens against the State of Virginia. In con- 
sidering what a citation is, Judge Marshall says: 

“And what isa citation? It is simply notice to the opposite 
party that the record is transferred to another court, where he 
may appear, or decline to appear, as his judgment or inclina- 
tion may determine. As the party who has obtained the judg- 
mentis out of court, and may therefore not know that his cause 
is remover, common justice requires that notice of the fact 
should be given to him. But this notice is not a suit, nor has it 
the effect of process. If the party does not choose to appear, 
he cannot be brought into court; nor is his failure to appear 
considered as a default.” 

Sir, if a citation is neither suit nor process 
against an individual, I should like to know how 
it can be so against a State? Such an idea would 
be preposterous in the extreme. 

To show, still further, that it was the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction alone which was in controver- 
sy, and not the mode of its e xercise, it is only ne- 
cessary to refer to the celebrated Cherokee chancery 
biil against the State of Georgia, which was argued 
before, and determined by, the Supreme Court, at 
its session in 1831. That bill denied entirely the 
jurisdiction of Georgia over the Cherokees, and 
prayed the Court to enjoin that State against the 
future exercise of such jurisdiction. And what 
was theidecision of the Court,as delivered in March, 
1831? We shall learn from the following extract 
from its decision, delivered by Chief Justice Mar- 
shall himself. 


In delivering the opinion of the Court,Chief Justice Marshall 
observes: “The Court has bestowed its best attention on this 
question, and, after mature deliberation, the majority is of 
opision that an Indian tribe or nation within the United States, 
ts nota foreign State in the sense of the Constitution, and can- 
not maintain an action in the courts of the United States.” ” 

. Ñ “A serious additional objection exists to the ju- 
risdiction of the Court. Is the matter of the bill the proper sub- 
ject for inquiry and decision? It seeks to restrain a State from 
the forcible exercise of legislative power over a neighboring 
people asserting their independence; their right to which the 


State denies. On the several maiters alleged in the bill, (for 
example, on the laws making it criminal to exercise the ustal 
powers of self-government in their own country by the Chero- 
kee nation,) this Court cánniot ìnteipost; at ledst in the form in 
which these riattérs ate ptesented.? ` 

in reference to thejurisdiction of Georgia over the possession 
of lands by the Cherokees, Chief Justice Marshall says: “The 
mere question of right might, perhaps,be decided by this Court 
in a proper case, with proper parties; but the Court is asked to 
do more than to decide on the titie. The bill requires us to con: 
trol the legislation ef Georgia, and to restrain the exercise of its 
peysical force. The propriety of such an interposition by the 

ourt may be well questiched. It savors too much of the exer- 
ciss cf political power to be within the proper province of the 
judicial department.” 

In the closing paragraph of the opinion of the Court it is ob- 
served: “If it be true that the Cherokee nation have rights. this 
is not the tribunal in which thece rights are to be asserted. If 
it be true that wrongs have been inflicted, and that still greater 
are to be apprehended, this is not the tribunal which can redress 
the past of prevent the future.” 

“The motion for an injunction is denied.” 

It is very remarkable that, after pronouncing 
such an opinion as this, disclaiming jurisdiction, 
and that too for the reason thatits exercise would 
savor too much of the exercise of political power, 
in one short year, the Supreme Court of the United 
States should have attempted to arrest the jurisdie- 
tion of Georgia over onë of her own citizens, resi- 
ding in the country occupied by the Cherokees; 
and still more so that the Court should have sought 
tu justify it, by assuming the individual to be the 
citizen of a State some eight or ten hundred miles 
off, when he had a permanent residence within the 
limits of Georgia. 

If ever there was an attempt by a judicial tribu- 
nal in this country to usurp power not belonging to 
the Government of which it was a member; that 
attempt was made by the Supreme Court in the 
case of Worcester and Butler against the State of 
Georgia; an attempt which, I venture to predict, 
will never be renewed by that Court against any 
member of this Union. 

The State of Georgia, in the progress of her 
legislation for the purpose of extending her juris- 
diction over the Cherokees, organized counties, 
and established her civil and other authorities 
within them. In 1831 the Legislature of the State 
went the whole extent of the doctrine contained in 
the extract from the Plymouth speech which was 
read at the commencement of my remarks, by 
surveying and apportioning the waste lands in the 
Cherokee country among her own people, securing 
the Indians in the possession of such portions as 
were occupied and improved by them. 

There is, in connection with the legislation of 
Georgia, and the course of the principal chief of 
the Cherokees, one important circumstance which 
has not yet been brought to the notice of 
the committee. I have said, the Legislature of 
Georgia had determined to take possession of 
the country, subject to the principle of In- 
dian occupancy, to which I have already ad- 
verted; and I will now say, that, up to the 25th 
of May, 1838, the Cherokees were protected in the 
possession of the improvements oceupied by them 
to the extent of from one hundred and twenty to one 
hundred and sixty acres, 10 each head of an occu- 
pant family. This was the state of the case be- 
tween Georgia and the Cherokees, when the dele- 
gation, at the head of which was John Ross, urged 
upon the Executive of the United States to submit 
the valuation ofall the lands occupied by them east of 
the Mississippi, to the decision of the Senate, as has 
been shown by more than one gentleman who has 
already addressed the committee, and most particu- 
larly by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
GRAHAM.] 

In February, 1835, that delegation, clothed, as I 
believe, with the whole power of their tribe, being 
essentially its Government—for I consider John 
Ross as the impersonation and embodiment of Che- 
rokee power and Cherokee will—through the Se- 
cretary of War, proposed to submit the question of 
the valnation of their land to the Senate of the 
United States, pledging themselves to use their ef- 
forts to induce their people to accept the award. 
That award was made; and the committee have al- 
ready been told, that when the delegation was 
urged to enter into stipulations on the basis of five 
millions of dollars awarded by the Senate, their own 
especial umpire, they then for the first time diseco- 
vered that they had no power to enter into such sti- 
pulations. They could not treat at Washington, 
but must treat in the Cherokee nation. Pending 


the transaction, after, the. question had been sub- 
mitted to the Senate of the United States; after that 
body had awarded five millions of dollars. as an 
ample indemnity to the Eastern Cherokees as the 
price of their removal to. the West, a very: short 
time before the proposed meeting of the Com- 
missioners of the United States with Ross and his 
people in their country, for the purpose: of there 
consummating. the award-of. the Senate, while the 
Cherokees were still under the protection of : the 
laws of Georgia for an indefinite time; John Ross- 
and his council transmitted tothe Governor of 
Georgia a communication, a copy of which 1 will 
ask the Clerk to read. > 
The Cierx read the following: 


COUNCIL GROUND OF THE CHEROKEE NATION, 
Red Clay, October 26, 1835. 
Sin: The undersigned, the principal Chief, the assistant prin- 
cipal Chief, the Committee, and Council: of the Cherokee 
nation, trust you will appreciate the purity of their motives for 
thus addressing you. You are aware of the distressing situa. 
tion in which our country stands. _We are the earlier posses- 
sors of thé soil, whith we yet retain, but where events, which 
we have have had no. share whatever in producing, surround 
us with all the anxieties and privations of war; although inva 
periect state of peace. 3 7 
Various attempts have been made to arrange our difficulties, 
and upon conditions which may satisfy the people.” We have 
been misrepresented, we have been slandered. . The General 
Government of the United States has been swayed by agents 
of its own, who do not enter into the feelings of our nation, 
and who adopt a course in reference to it which has made. the 
nation distrustful. The Cherokees will only put faith in those 
whose devotedness to them has been tried. They have ap- 
pointed a delegation to settle their difficulties. ‘To accomplish 
this, they have invested that delegation with, the fullest powers, 
If sources of irritation are now avoided, we doubt. not all will 
be accomplished which can be desired on the close of the pre- 
sent session of Congress, should: we not greatly misapprehend 
the feelings of the General Government... : 
Under. these pears we have thought it due to our: 
selves, to you; to the United States, to the interest of humanity, 
to make this representation, and to ask that:you will submit it 
the Legislature, of which you are the head; and, in submitting 
it, that you will entreat the Legislature, whatever they may 
have had the purpose of doing regarding those portions of our 
nation which border on their possessions, to abstain, at any 
rate until this negotiation shall be completed, from passing any 
Jaw, ofsanctioning any proceedings, which may further harass 
a people so deeply galled that a renewal of irritating measures, 
at a moment so critical, might entirely defeat the objects of 
those who have nothing at heart but the peace and happiness 
of their own countrymen, and a permanent friendship with 
ours, 
7 We have the honor to be, sir, 
Your Excellency’s most ob’t servants, ; 
(Signed) JOHN ROSS, Principal Chief. 
GEO. LOWRY, Ass. Prin. Chief. 
RICH’D TAYLOR, Presnt N. C. 
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I stated, Mr. Chairman, that at the time this 
communication was made to the Governor of 
Georgia, the Cherokee Indians were secured, for 
an indefinite period, in the possession of their im- 
provements in Georgia, to the extent of one hun- 
dred and twenty to one hundred and sixty acres of 
land for each family. Therefore, there-could have 
been no motive on the part of the State of Georgia 
to have changed hervlegislation on the subject, un- 
less it was intended to bring this matter to a close. 
Bat, acting on this pledge from’ John Ross, the Le- 
gislature, in November thereafter, passed an act 
securing Indian occupants in their possessions 
until November or December, 1836, reserving to 
the State the power still further to extend their 
right of occupancy. John Ross and his Council 
stated to the Governor of Georgia, that, relying on 
the disposition of the Executive of the United 
States, not starting any difficulty in relation to the 
award of their own umpire, the Senate of the 
United States, but leaving Georgia to-act om the 
clear, distinct; and unquestionable presumption 


that they would carry out that award by thè neces- 


May, 1838. 
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sary details; in consideration of which, Georgia le- 
gislated specifically to protect the Cherokee occu- 
pants in their possessions until November, 1836, 


several months beyond the- session of Congress - 


within which Ross pledged himse!f to close a final 
adjustment, still reserving the power of further ex- 
tension, and in 1835 actually extending the right of 
Cherokee occupancy up to the 25th of May, 1838. 
In the course of that session of Congress in. which 
Ross held out to Georgia the promise of.a final ar- 
rangement, the treaty of which we have heard so 
much was ratified; and in conformity to its provi- 
sions, allowing to the Cherokees two years to com- 
plete their removal.from the 23d of May, 1836, in 
November thereafter, the Legislature of Georgia 
extended the protection of the State to the Cherokee 
occupants up to the 25th of May, 1838. Sir, the 
whole course of the legislation of Georgia upon 
this subject, from the time the communication from 
Ross was laid before the Legislature, was based 
upon the faith of that document. ; : 

. [At this stage Mr. Haynes yielded to the entrea- 
ties of a number of gentlemen, and gave way to 
Mr. Uxperwoon of Kentucky, on whose motion 
the committee rose. On the following day. the 
House went again into committee on the same bill, 
and Mr. Haynes concluded his remarks -as fol- 
lows.— Reporter, } ee 

Mr. Chairman, when I addressed the House yes- 
terday, I had, as I thought, closed, or nearly closed, 
the remarks I proposed to make as to the right of 
Georgia to jurisdiction over the Indians within her 
limits, together with her legislation upon the sub- 
ject. As I stated to the committee at the com- 
mencement of my remarks, it wasa subject of sin- 
cere regret to find myself under the necessity of 
once more taking part in the discussion of this In- 
dian subject. But I will now recur, for a moment, 
as connected with the history. of this subject, to a 
document written, or purporting to have been writ- 
ten, by a distinguished citizen cf Kentucky, now 
one of her. Senators in the Congress of ‘the United 
States, [Mr. Cuay.] ; 
} . ASHLAND, June 6, 1831... 

Dsar Sin: I received your letter of the 14th ultimo, describ- 
ing the wrongs and sufferings of the Cherokee nation. Of these 
I have been previously well informed. In common with a 
large portion of the citizens of the United States, I regretted 
them, and felt the sincerest sympathy with you on account of 
them; [regretted them not only because of their injustice, but 
because they inflicted a deep wound on the character of the 
American Republic. 

I have supposed that the principles which had uniformly 
governed our relations with the Cherokee and other-Indian na- 
tions, had been too long and too firmly established to be dis- 
turbed at this day. They were proclaimed in the negotiation 
with Great Britain, at Ghent, by the American. commissioners 
who concluded the treaty of peace; and having been one of 
those commissioners, I feel with more sensibility than most of 
my fellow-citizens, any. violation of those principles. For, if 
we stated them incorrectly, we deceived Great Britain; and if 
our orerninel acts in opposition to them, we deceive the 
world. i ` 

According to those principles, the Cherokee nation has the 
right to establish its own form of Government, and to alter and 
amend itfrom time to time, according to its own sense of itg 
own wants; to live under its own laws; to be exempt from the 
operations of the laws of the United States; and quietly to pos- 
sess and enjoy its lands, subject to no other limitation than 
that, when sold, they can only be sold to the United States. I 
consider the present Administration of the Government of the 
United States as having announced a system of pelicy in direct 
hostility with those principles; and thereby encouraged Geor- 
gia to usurp powers of legislation over the Cherokee nation, 
which she does not of right possess. 

Such are my opinions, which are expressed at your request. 
But they are the opinions of a private individual, which can 
avail you nothing. : 

What ought the Cherokees to.do in their present critical si- 
tuation? isa most important question for their consideration, 
Without being able to advise them, I see very clearly what they 
eughtnottodo, They ought not to make war, They ought to 
bear every oppression rather than fly toarms. The people of 
the United States are alone competent now to redress these 
wrongs, and it is to be hoped that they will sooner or later apply 
the competent remedy. $ 


In communicating these opinions at your instance, I have 


done it with no intention that they should be published. A 
publication might do injury, and I therefore request that it be 


not made. A a 
I feel very thankful for thefriendly sentiments towards my- 


self, which you have expressed; and, offer my sincere wishes 
that your nation finally may obtain justice at the hands of the 
United States, and may become a civilized, christian, and pros- 
perous community. ore : 
Lam, with high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 7 
Mr, Joux GUNTER. : H. CLAY. 
There is no member of this committee who is 
less inclined to engage in partisan conflict than I 
am; but asa part of the history of the influences 
brought to bear upon the controversy then pending 
between Georgia and the Cherokees, I should have 
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felt conscious of doing injustice to the people who 
have confided to me a high trust, if I had not placed 
that communication in such connection with this 
subject as to have brought it-to their notice. I 
will advert once more, for a moment, to the con- 
troversy between the authorities of Georgia and 
the missionaries Worcester and Butler, for the pur- 
dose of stating, that all which Georgia required of 
them, or any other individuals residing within ‘that 
portion of her territory occupied by the Chero- 
kees, was the acknowledgment of, and submis- 
sion-to, the jurisdiction of the State. 

I might not have thought it necessary to spend a 
word upon this subject, if it were not for theim- 


pressions.made in various parts of. this country as ! 
respects the true motives which actuated Georgia : 
in these transactions, and if.she had not been re- : 
presented as designedly trampling upon the dispen- | 


sation of religious and christian principle. When 
those missionaries entered the Cherokee country, 
it was by permission of the Government of the 
United States, and the law of Georgia under which 
they were tried and convicted, contained ample 
provision for the protection of every individual set- 


tled there as an agent, .&c. by the permission of 


that Government; and they must have been ex- 
ceedingly ambitious of. martyrdom, or something 
else, wantonly to have exposed: themselves to the 
criminal jurisdition of the State. 

In the remarks made by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wise] upon the conduct of Geor- 
gia towards the Cherokees and other Indian tribes 
within her berders, he was pleased to arraign her 
motives for disposing of, or distributing her own 
lands, and not only designated them as mercenary, 
but spoke of her plan of distribution as a gambling 
lottery systera, if I rightly understood his expres- 
sions. 

In adepting that method, she adopted no new 
principle in reference toher public and unlocated 
jands. From the earliest period of the history of 
Georgia, so far as I have. been informed, and cer- 
tainly ever since the passage of her law for open- 
ing a land office on the 7th of June, 1777, the pub- 
lic lands of the State of Georgia have been consid- 
ered the property of her citizens, and. distributed. 
among them. — This, sir, is an old system of gam- 
bling, and sanctioned by some of the’ wisest and 
best men of this country, which has existed in one 
form or another, certainly forsixty years, and pro- 
bably in substance for more than a century. I re- 


‘marked yesterday, that in the jurisdiction claimed 


for the Federal Goverment over Indians, there was 
buta single grant of power to it in the Federal 
Constitution on that subject, and that that grant 
was contained in the brief clause conferring ihe 


commercial power upon this Government, and was | nt A 
| communicated to Congress in 1828, he invited its 


i! attention to the general plan of Indian emigration 
i as fully and elaborately urged in the report of 
| Gen. Porter, the then Secretary of War. 
i ject was again earnestly pressed upon the attention 


alike applicable to the regulation of commerce 
with foreign nations among the several States, 
and with the Indian tribes. I said it was 
the absurdest of all inferences to attempt to 
deduce exclusive jurisdiction over Indians from 
that clause of the Federal Constitution. For 
that in so doing, 
reserved rights and jurisdiction of the States in 
every thing else. The slighest attention to. the 
general tone of discussion on the part of those who 
contend for the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States over the Indians, must satisfy every unpreju- 
diced mind, that it is made to restupon the extrava- 
gantan erroneous impression that, from first to last, 
the United States, as one consolidated nation, pos- 
sessed original, inherent sovereignty over this 
whole subject. But, as I said yesierday, the entire 
sovereignty over the soil and population of the 
several colonies planted on this continent, from 
the hour that the banner of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella was unfurled upon its shores by Columbus, 
was claimed by the colonizing nations of Europe; 
and that such sovereignty, as to us, passed, per- 


fect and unimpaired, to the possession of the seve- | 
ral States at the establishment of American Inde- i 


pendence. This being the case, all the powers of 
the Federal Government are the free gift of the 
States ; and none but the commercial power having 
been granted to it in regard to the Indian tribes, 
their jurisdiction over them is not in the slightest 
degree impaired or limited in any other particular. 

Having passed as briefly as I could over the 


we should annihilate the | 
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question of the jurisdiction of a State over Indians 
within her limits, and especially, adverted to the 
legislation of Georgia towards ‘the Cherokees, it 
may be proper that I should say.something on the 
subject of the emigration and colonization of the 
Indians tothe west of the States. and Territories-of 
tbis Union. Upon inquiring into. the ` history. “of 
this subject, the first official notice T have been able 
to find of the adoption of the principle of Indian 
emigration and colonization, is to be found in the 
treaty concluded with the Cherokees in 1817, in 
which is recognised'a-pledge given to a portion of 
the tribe by President Jefferson early in the year 
1809. I have-understood,. but cannot now lay my 
hand-upon the document, which may be quoted as 
authority, that one important consideration which 
induced Mr. Jefferson to desire the acquisition of 
Louisiana, was to procure an extensive range of 
wild country, to which to remove and colonize the 
then residing Indians east of the Mississippi. Be 
that-as it may, he encouraged the emigration of the 
Cherokees as early as January, 1809, urging them 
to settle high up the Arkansas and White rivers, 
that they might be entirely removed from the neigh- 
borhood of the white population; and -one of the 
provisions of the treaty of 1817 purports to carry 
into effect the pledge thus given to the Cherokees, 
in 1809, by President Jefferson, and to seture to 
them the peaceablé possession of their new country 
in the West. - Lb > 

There is: nothing. farther in our legislation, or 
other documentary history, so far as I have been 
able to Jearn, on this subject, until we.come down 
to the last annual message of President Monroe to 
Congress, in December, 1824, in a short paragfaph 
of which he invites the attention of Congress to it, 
and urges its adoption. Ata subsequent period of 
the same session of Congress, on the 27th of Janu-, 
ary, 1825, Mr. Monroe communicated a’special,: 
message to Congress, emphatically recammending.a” 
general plan of Indian emigration and colonization 
west of the Mississippi, but Congress then adopted. 
no general, or even partial legisidtion, so far as 1 
know or believe, in regard to it. “Barly in the year. 
1826, troubles having arisen in the Creek nation 
the previous year, which resultedin the death of 
Tustunnuggee Hadki, the white warrior of Musco-. 
gee, better known as General McIntosh, his fol- 
lowers were anxious to remove to the West, and 
provision was made. by law fr their emigration 
and settlement there. = . | ` wie a a ri 

As has been already stated, in 1828, a treaty 
was made by. the Western Cherokees, one of the 
objects of which’ was to induce the emigration of 
that portion of the tribe stil] remaining, east of the 
Mississippi. 

In the last annual message of President Adams, 


The sub- 


of Congress, by President Jackson, in his first an- 
nual message to Congress, in December, 1829; and 
in May, 1830,the Indian bill, as it was-called, was 
passed, the object of which was the full and entire 
emigration of all the Indian tribes residing east of 
the Mississippi, to the west of that river. 

So, sir, the scheme of Indian emigration to the 
west is not new, nor the offspring of a single, 
heated and visionary imagination. For near 
thirty years we have evidence of its existence, in 
a more or less extended form; and from December, 
1924, the entire plan has had the sanction and re- 
coismendation of three successive Presidents of 
ihe United States. As I have before said, in May, 
1830, under the recommendation of President 
Jackson in his first annual message to Congress 
in December, 1829, an act was passed ecniem- 


; plating the entire emigration of all the Indians re- 


siding east of the Mississippi to che west; and I 
very weil remember the hard fought battle through 
which ave accomplished its passage in this House. 
Sir, it was with no little regret, upon my return to 
this House in 1835, that I found we had ‘ost, or 
seemed to have lost, to this great question où Indian 
emigration, the powerfal co-operation of my hono- 
rable friend, the distinguished member from Ten- 


| nessee, (Mr. BELL,] now, as in 1830, the chairman 


See 
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of the Committee on Indian Affairs. I could not 
readily express my regret at the altered, or appa- 
rently altered, position of my honorable friend, for 
personally he is so, and I regret that I eannot call 
him my political as well as personal friend, upon 
this subject. I have taken this oceasion to speak 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennesseé, that 
he imay have the opportunity to set me right if E 
have mistaken his present position in reference to 
this question of Indian emigration, in the furthe- 
rance of which we so heartily co-operated with 
each other eight years ago. 

‘What are the considerations which bear upon 
this subject of Indian emigration and ‘colonization? 
What has been the course of the difft rent States of 
this Union—I mean the original thirieen States—in 
regard to the Indian tribes settled within their territo- 
ries? I shall not recur to itin a spirit of unkindness, or 
for the purpose of awakening unpleasant -recollec- 
tions, but to contrast lor a moment the fate of the 
numerous tribes scattered over this great country, 


and subjected to the legislation, as I have shown,- 


of twelve of the thirteen original States, with what 
will be the condition of such as shall emigrate be- 
yond the reach of our population to the west of the 
States and Territories of the Union. I shall not 
attempt to enamerate the Indian wars which have 
occurred at various periods of our history, nor the 
severe enactinents of many of the colonies towards 
the Indians. In many instances, what seems to 
have been kind, benévolent, and paternal legisla- 
tion, has been exercised towards them; and I may 
here say, without intending to make an invidious 
distinétion between one portion of the country and 
another, that the Southern States have been as re- 
markable (might I not say more so?) for kindness 
and indulgence towards the Indian’ race, as any 
other members of this Union. That ancient‘and 
renowned Commonwealth (Virginia) which J am 
proud to eall my mother, may well:compare her le- 
gislation over the Indian tribes, for humanity, 
kindness, and paternal solicitude, with that of any 
ether State in the Union, and what has become of 
her Indians? 

. The honorable gentleman from that State, (Mr. 
Wisr} who so vehemently opposes the fulfilment 
of the Cherokee treaty, and seems to be so much 
pppoe to the general scheme of Indian emigra- 
tion, has given us a sad commentary upon the fate 
of Indians surrounded by a white population, in 
his statement of the degraded and now extinet Gin- 
gaskins, once flourishing on the eastern shore of 
Virginia. Looking throughout the wide extent of 
our country, looking back to the numerous and 
powerful tribes by which it was covered when our 
tathers colonized the American wilderness, let me 
ask, where are the Catawbas, the Tuscaroras, the 
Nottoways, the Pamunkeys, the Nanticokes, the 
Delawares, ine Six Nations, the Narragansetts, the 
Pequods, ihe Penobscots, and the thousand other 
tribes which ouce covered the land? Gone, buried, 
anost of them, and the next generation may forget 
their very existence. Does this encourage us in 
the course which has been pursued by the various 
States of this Union towards“ the Indians? Does 
this justify us, as a humane and benevolent peo- 
ple, in endeavoring to subject to a process, by 
which all these tribes have been annihilated, or 
nearly annihilated, the remnants still lingering 
among us? I think not, sir. And if any one will 
take the trouble to inquire of an intelligent Chero- 
kee or Creek, of John Ridge or Chilly McIntosh, 
he will find that the portions of those tribes which 
have emigrated to the West are in a more prosper- 
ous condition than they have ever been at any for- 
mer period of their history. On the one side, de- 
gradation, decay, and final extinction await them; 
on the other, their social, moral, and intellectual ad- 
vancement in all the arts of refinement and civili- 
zation, with the permanent preservation and eleva- 
tion of the Indian race. 

These are some of the considerations which justi- 
fy the greatmen who have gone before us, and 
which should embalm their memory in the heart of 
every lover of his kind, for setfing on foot this 
great scheme of Indian emigration and colonization 
in the West. We have been told of the danger to 
b freee aces irom embodying so largë a number 

Indiatis ön ofr Western frontier; and thegentle- 
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man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] has seemed to de- 
sire to appa] us by arraying an aggregate of more 
than three hundred thousand, ready, without warn- 
ing, to devastate one of the fairest portions of eur 
country. That gentleman must have forgotten that 
much the largest portion of that number exist in 
that.country. independently of any action of ours, 
and has overlooked the countervailing force-of the 
four great Southwestern tribes residing between us 
and the wilder ahd more turbulent portions of their 
race. For my part, I de not hesitate to express the 
confident belief that the Chickasaws, Choctaws, 
Cherokees and Creeks, will form for our frontier a 
cordon of defence against the wilder tribes beyond 
them. The various considerations of interest and 
good will which must tend to such a result, it can- 
not be necessary for me now to enumerate. Tam 
aware that I have fatigued the committee by going 
into a tedious detail of the principles of American 
colonization by the different nations of Europe, 
and the extent of jurisdiction claimed and exercised 
by the colonies over the aboriginal inhabitants of 
America. J have, perhaps, added to that fatigue 
by the brief and desultory observations I have made 
upon the emigration of the Indians to the West, 
but I could not otherwise have placed the subject 
in the light in which I think it ought to he viewed 
by every benevolent mind from one extreme of our 
country to the other. 

Having, in this imperfect manner, passed over 
what seemed to be essential preliminaries, I come 
now to make a few brief closing observations upon 
the subject immediately before us. I regret exceed- 
ingly the wide range of discussion which has been 
indulged in, especially by the gentleman from. Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wisr,] upon a bill, the single object of 


which is to make an appropriation to-repress and 


suppress Indian hostilities, and to discharge ar- 
rearages for the past. I regret, with no less sin- 
cerity, that atopic which has no necessary connec- 
tion with the bill, whether the Cherokee treaty be 
indeed a treaty or no treaty, should have been in- 
troduced into this discussion. But as it is our habit 
to discuss any thing and every thing in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, however 
immediate or remote its relevancy, it might be con- 
sidered indelicate for me to remark further upon it. 
I will, therefore, come, as briefly.as I can, to the 
consideration of that treaty, the opposition to 
which has rendered a portion of the appropriation 
now asked for necessary. In the winter of 1834-5, 
as the Committee has been informed over and 
over again, a delegation of Cherokee Indians came 
to this city, and proposed to the President of the 
United States, through the Secretary of War, to set- 
tle all their difficulties by a final cession of their 
territory east of the Mississippi, for the gross sum 
of $20,000,000. This proposition being very pro- 
perly considered extravagant and unreasonable, 
was promptly rejected by the Secretary of War. 
He was then urged, in February, 1835, in a fur- 
ther communication from the delegation, to submit 
the question, without stating any particular sum, to 
the Senate of the United States, with the assurance 
that whatever sum might be fixed by that body as 
a fair equivalent for the territory to be abandoned, 
they would use their exertions with their country- 
mén to induce them to accept. In compliance 
with this earnest assurance, the proposition was 
submitted, and the Senate returned as their answer, 
that the Cherokees should receive five millions of 
dollars, 

Subsequent to the declaration of the award by the 
Senate, an attempt was made by the Executive to in- 
duce the delegation to enter into the necessary stipu- 
lations for carrying the award into effect, and then, 
and not until then, as I verily believe, did that delega- 
tion dicover that they had no power to close the ar- 
rangement without reference to their countrymen. It 
is necessary to be remembered, that in the course of 
the communication referring the acceptance or re- 
jection of the award to their countrymen, the dele- 
gation again pledged themselves to use their influ- 


enee to induce them to accept it, laying particular | 


stress upon the principle that it sheald have due 
regard to individual rights. 


Reference has been made to an attempt subse- l 


quently made by the Executive to enter int. an ar- 


rangement with ‘another delegation, and it hasbeen | 


attempted to: be shown that: the. Executive endea- 
vored to depart from the award of the Senate, by 
reducing its amount. This was triumphantly an=: 
swered. by the gentleman. from. North Carolina, 
(Mr. Granam,] who showed that it still proposed 
to adhere to the basis. of five. millions of dollars.: 
The Executive having failed to induce the delega- 
tion to enter into stipulations here, it was-adjourn- 
ed to the Cherokee council .to be assembled at Red 
Clay in October, 1835. Commissioners were sent 
by the President to that council, under the pledge 
of Ross and his delegation, that the arrangements 
should. be there made for closing the affair, by car- 
rying out the award ‘of the Senate, by such stipuw 
lations as might be agreed upon by the parties, 
The delegation stood doubly pledged to endeavor 
to induce their people to accept the award: of the 
Senate, and to enter into.the necessary stipulations 
when met by commissioners in their own country. 
But what was the course. pursued:by John Ross 
at that council? ‘Notwithstanding. his pledge-to 
treat; and to endeavor to induce the acceptance: of 
the five millions awarded, by- the Senate, he noi 
only declined, to treat with the commissioners, alto- 
gether, but himself presented to the meeting, and 
procured the adoption of, a protest. against the 
acceptance of the five millions awarded by the 
Senate. . N a ed aay 
This violation of the pledge given-by John Ross, 
both before and after the declaration of the award 
by the Senate, is not left to inference or conjec- 
ture, but is placed beyond the possibility of doubt 
by the. statement of an individual of -the-nation, 
Elias Boudinot, as respectable as Ross himself, 
who says, that so far from endeavoring to redeem 
that pledge, by pressing.the acceptance of the award 
upon his countrymen, Ross himself, presented. to 
them and induced them to adopt a‘ protest against 
that very award. oi oe 
Mr. Boudinot, in speaking of the proceedings at 
the meeting at Red Clay in October, 1835, holds 
the following language : . 
“At the call of the public crier, the Cherokees, to the number 
of about one thopsand, were collected around a stand, to hear 
some important cummiunication from their chief. Mr, Ross 
soon appeared, with a bundle of papers in his band, which 
turned out to be the nomination of the twenty delegates, and 
their powers. - They were.all written out, ready to receive. the 
assent and the signatures of the multitude, who stood. around 
the chief with indescribable anxiety, to heat some ‘important 
devslopment, ora suggestion of some pian that would result in 
their relief. Mr. Ross commenced to read ‘an instrument, of 
writing, drawn in the. form of resolutions, to be adopted or ap- 
proved by the people, granting powers to the twenty delegater, 
of which number he was one. Those powers, to an English 
reader, or to a person understanding the English language, may, 
be understood as being ample and sufficient. They authorized 
the delegation to terininaic the difficulues with the United 
States, by a treaty arrangeinent, either there or elsewhere, 
They gave them full power to negotiate, upon what principles 
they pleased, in any manner they pleased, and for any amount 
they pleased. In fine, they were unlimited, discretionary 
powers, Sofar, it was well enough, only that they were tgo 
extensive to be intrusted to twenty irresponsible persone... In 
addition to the fullest extent of authority which the people had 
conferred upon their delegation, they were made to declare that 
they would be bound by all the acts of that delegation... What 
will be your surprise when I teji you that those resolutions, 
containing such a declaration, were accompanied with a protest 
in which the people are made to say, that they wil never con 
sent lo a treaty made upon the basis of the five millions. of 
dollars!” > 
Thus did that artful and perfidious chief, John 
Ross, concentrating in himself Cherokee power 
and Cherokee will, violate his own voluntary 
pledge to urge upon his tribe the award made. by 
the Senate at his own pressing solicitation. . As 
Ross had violated his engagements by the. proceed- 
ings at Red Clay, the commissioners notified the 
Cherokees that they would meet thein at New 
Echota in December following, for the purpose of 
drawing up these stipulations. According to that 
notice given to the nation, a meeting did take place 
at New Echota on the 29th of December, 1835, 
and a treaty was entered into with a larger number 
of delegates than usual on such occasions, which 
treaty, subsequently modified by the Senate, was 
ratified by that body on the 23d of May, 1836. 
We know that the opposers of this treaty have-art- 
fully directed public odium ‘against the two indi- 
viduals by whom its stipulations were arranged 
with the Cherokees. And -why? Because. the 
breath of calumny dares not utter. a whisper 
against ‘the Senate by whom it’ was ratified. 
Who. are the commissioners. usually eniployed 
on such. occasions? Men of. business, acquainted 
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with Indian character, and competent to settle 
the details of the proposed arrangement. But is 
their work a treaty? No, sir; far from it. The 
only power known to our laws competent to make 
a treaty, is the President of the United :States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
‘When we remember that there is not another body 
in the world possessing a higher character for intel- 
ligence and integrity than the Senate of the United 
Siates, it would seem sufficient to stamp the seal of 
validity upon ahy transaction, treaty or otherwise, 
which had passed the ordeal of its scrutiny. If ob- 
jections are made to this transaction, it is suficient 
answer to say, that it was not the work ofan hour, 
or a day. It was under advisement, from the first 
to the last, from February, 1835, to the 23d of May, 
1836.. All the evidence, all the documents refer- 
red to in the course of this discussion, all that had 
been said or written on the ene side, all that had 
been said and written on the other, was under the 
calm and deliberate consideration of the Senate, 
previous to the ratification of the treaty. And 
upon solemnly viewing and reviewing the whole 
ground, with an eye single tojustice to all parties, 
t received the assent of the Senate. Whatever 
opinions others have entertained on the subject, it 
is my solemn conviction that there never has been 
a treaty entered into by the. United States with an 
Indian tribe, ay, or with any other nation in the 
world, more fair, just, and. honorable to our Go- 
vernment than this. Under what circumstances 
was this treaty negotiated? It was essentially a 
transaction directly between the United States and 
the Government of the Cherokee nation; as much 
so asa similar transaction could be between us 
and any one of the Governments of Europe. 

Mr. Chairman, who is John Ross? He is the 
principal chief of the Cherokee nation, so far as 
the two are concerned; and his friends here who 
have extolled him—especially his peculiar friend, 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] who 


has ranked him above every citizen of Georgia— . 


have said enough to convince this committee, and 
every intelligent man in this country, that he is 
the impersonation, the embodiment, of the political 
power and will of the Cherokee nation. 
proposition to refer, and, so far as he was con- 
cerned, to abide by the umpirage of the Senate, he 
placed himself and the Cherokee people under as 
strong an obligation to this Government as any 
civilized Government in the world could place 
itself. Yes, sir, if Great Britain, or France, or 
Russia, or any other power ‘in the world, had con- 
tracted such obligations to the American Govern- 
ment as John Ross contracted, and failed or refused 
to redeem ils pledge, it would furnish just cause of 
war. ` X 

It is said that fraud has been done to the Chero- 
kee Indians. ‘What is fraud? It is wrong, injus- 
tice, injury. Let me ask what wrong, what injus- 
tice, what injury, has been done to the Cherokee 
Indians? 

Bir, the head of that nation, the Cherokee go- 
vernment, politically the Cherokee nation, bound 
himself to the Government of the United States to 
accept five millions of dollars as an equivalent for 
the abandonment of the territory occupied by them 
east of the Mississippi, and how has wrong been 
indicted by the treaty. we are considering? That 
treaty not only secures the full amount of five mil- 
lions of dollars, as stipulated by the award of the 
Senate, but it gives the additional sum of six hun- 
dred thousand dollars for the expenses of removal, 
and certain spoliations prev onsly committed upon 
them. 

Not only this, but it also stipulates to extinguish, 
for the use of the Cherokees, certain reservations 
within the country to which they are to emigrate, 


which wil! cost some twenty or -thirty thousand- 


dollars more. Nor is this all: for it further pro- 
vides that they shall be authorized to send a dele- 
gate to this House, whenever Congress shall make 
provision for it. Further still, it takes particular 
care of individual rights, in the mode of applying 
the funds to be received under it; and I am not 
quite sure that this does. not constitute one of the 
greatest objections in a certain quarter aga:nstit. 
Where, then, is the wrong, . the injustice, the in- 


In his . 


jury, of which we have heard so much? John 
Ross, the Cherokee Government, politically the 
Cherokee nation, not only placed himself under a 
pledge to the United States to accept the award of 
the Senate, when the question of the value of the 
Cherokee country was submitted to that body, but 
in October, 1835, as I showed to the committee 


` yesterday, addressed an official communication to 


the Governor of Georgia, desiring him tp lay it 
before the Legislature, and asking forbearance, as 
all difficulty would be adjusted at the approaching 
session of Congress, unless he misunderstood the 
sentiments of the Executive of the United States, 
about which he could not be mistaken. Georgia 


did not only forbear to authorize her citizens to i 


enter upon lands in the occupancy of the Chero- 
kees, but passed an act especially to protect them 
in such occupancy until Nuvember, 1836; a period 
beyond the close of the session within’ which Ross 
expected a final adjustment—reserving the power 
still longer to extend such protection. 


In the course of the session referred to by Ross, 


`a treaty was made and promulgated, allowing two 


years from the 23d of May, 1836, for the final emi- 
gration of the Cherokees. Georgia hears nothing 
more from Ross; but when her Legislature con- 
vened in November, 1836, an act was passed still 
further, extending protection to the Cherokee occu: 
pants uatil the 25th of May, 1838. Sir, upon a 
review of the whole subject, I do not think I go too 
far when I say that John Ross has been faithless to 
the United States, faithless to Georgia, and faithless 
to his own people. 

I have already spoken, in the course of these re- 
marks, of the various causes which were brought 
to operate upon the relations of Georgia and the 
Cherokee Indians—of the atiempted usurpatiun of 
the Supreme Court—of the letter of the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentucky, {Mr. Cray] all 
brought to bear upon us before the formation of 
the treaty which it has just been my duty to dis- 
cuss. But, from the showing of Ross himself, in a 
letter addressed to George Lowry, and published 
at pages 679 and 680, of Senate document, No. 
120, of the present session of Congress, powerful 


and active influences have been at work, since the 


ratification of the treaty, to prevent the emigration 
of the Cherokees, in-compliance with their obliga- 
tions.’ Ross says, in that letter: “Some of the 
members say that the President is displeased with 
the Senate’s amendment; and others say, what has 
been done cannot be viewed as final, until a ma- 
jority of the whole Cherokee people shall approve 
it; but all that has been done would be nothing, if the 
Cherokees would be firm in their minds, and consider 
it the same as if there was no treaty made and ratified, 
and be strong in this resolution, and not accept of the 
provisions of the fraudulent treaty, made by wnautho- 
rized individuals.” Who were the members that 
advised this course, I cannot pretend to know; but 
this I will say, that if the blood of the white man 
or the Indian shall flow from the unhappy contro- 
versy they have so largely contribute to create, 
theirs will be the responsibility. 


The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. .Wise,] has 
given to John Ross great credit for his forbearance 
in restraining his people from acts of violence to- 
wards the citizens of Georgia. Does not thal gen- 


tleman know that the plainest dictate of self-pre- | 
servation of himself and his tribe imperiously de- 


manded it? Is there any thing magnanimous in the 
forbearance of the weaker party, when his own ex- 
istence depends upon it? I think not. I have al- 
ready expressed my regret at the latitude of discus- 
sion indulged on the present occasion, and could 
very much have desired that it had been confined 
to the bill immediately before the committee. Up- 
on that bill, a brief discussion upon the contingency 
of Cherokee hostility, and the necessity of precau- 
tionary measures for its prevention would have 
been sufficient. I shall not now enter into it, but 
refer to the warning given us by our In- 
dian relations in Alabama and Florida, that 
it is our imperative duty to be prepared for 
ihe worst. If war with the Cherokees should 
come, we shall be free from the vain regret 
of not having foreseen or provided against it, and 
if it should not come, the appropriation now asked, 


! son, and further for the reason th: 


| so far asit relates to the fature contingency of war, 


will not be needed, and in duè time will fall back 
into the Treasury. trust, therefore, for that réa- 
a representa» 
tive of Georgia, I insist upon the fall and complete 
fulfilment of the Cherokee treaty, that I at j 
decidedly opposed to diverting from its original ob- 
ject any portion of the proposed appropriation. T 
cannot vote either for the amendment offered ‘by 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, nor t 
‘offered by order of the Cominittee on Indian Affairs. 
I will not, I cannot, consent to recognise any altera- 
tion of the tréaty in the smallest tittle whatsoever. 


; Sir, I can but express my astonishment and regret 


at the proposition of the Secretary of War to the 
Cherokee delegation, essentially to change, as I un- 
derstand him, the terms of the treaty. That pro- 
position meets my most. decided and unqualified 
-disapprobation, i 

1 regret that proposition more on account of the 
correspondence’ that preceded it than any thing 
else. ‘The bare opening a correspondence with 
John Ross, to a certain extent, placed the Execu- 
live in his power, and justified, on his part, the 


! expectation of essential modifications of the treaty, 
| at least in the particulars of time and money. ‘I 


do not question the benevolence of the motive by 
which the Secretary was actuated; but cannot 
doubt that the tendency of this measure has been 
materially to retard the execution of the treaty. 

I know not who'may have been his advisers, 
but, for myself, I would never have consented to 
any alteration of the treaty whatsoever, Its prompt 
execution, I have no doubt, was equally demanded 
by the best interests of the Cherokees, as weil as 
that of the citizens of the States concerned in its 


; immediate execution. . 


A word or two in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wiss,} and I have done. I will 
not discuss the question mooted by that gentleman 
about the castigation of a State by this Government. 
I need only say to him that “sufficient for the day 
is the evil thereof,” and that when such a contin- 
gency shai arise, Georgia will be prepared to meet 
it as becomes her. Sir, Georgia threatens no one. 
Her Representatives threaten no one. But when- 
ever the gentleman from Virginia shall set on foot 
his expedition for the ‘castigation of Georgia, we 
shall be glad to see the. projector the leader also. 
(zeorgia has nol been unused to the threat of casti- 
gation. And whatever the gendeman from Virgi- 
nia may think of her spirit, she stops only to con- 
sider the power of her enemy that she may return 
him a fitting answer. T'o the powerful she gives 
defiance, to the powerless contempt. Georgia has 
heard the war clang rung out by a President of the 
United States, without blenching, and ‘is little 
likely to quail at the report of a pop-gun. 

My task is done. Would that it had been done 
more worthily. But if I have succeeded in wiping 
out from the fair name of Georgia the blot which 


| ignorance or malevolence has cast upon it, in re- 
| gard to ker Indian relations, I shall have cancelled 


some small portion of the debt of duty and of gra- 
titade to her, which has been accumulating upon 
me for more than half a century. 

DER EPRE Seen. secession 


NEW TREASURY BUILDING. 


REMARKS OF MR. YELL, 

. Or ARKANSAS, 

In the House of Representatives, June 11, 1838.— 
On a motion of Mr. Harrison of Missouri, to 
lay a motion to reconsider a motion to lay a bill 
for taking down the waiis of the new Treasury 
building on the table on the 9th instant. 

Mr. YELL, on taking the floor, moved a call of 
the House. He saw it was the determination of 


| many gentlemen to pull down the walls of the 


Treasury building at all hazards, and he was 
anxious to know who was disposed to vote for such 
a proposition. 

Mr. S. Winnrames of Kentucky and Mr. 
Yxect simultaneously demanded the ayee and 
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noes da the motion for a call of the House, 
but subsequently withdrew it. The debate was 
uow opened, and Mr. Yeu had possession of the 
floor, when Mr. Mercer of Virginia asked him to 


give way for a moment till he [Mr. Mercer}: 


could submit an amendment. Mr. Yeu nodded 
assent, and Mr. Mercer submitted his amend- 
ment, which was, in substance, that the cost of 
completing a new Treasury building should not 
exceed one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Then Mr.. YELL offered the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: That no farther 
appropriation should be made in the erecting ofa 
new Treasury building, until the Treasury was 
relieved from the debt of ten millions of Treasury 
notes issued during this session of Congress, &c. 


Mr. Wise rose and said that it was a matter of 
perfect indifference to him what became’ of the 
bill; the consideration of the value of a bawbee 
would not sway him one way or the other in rela- 
tion to it. For his own: part, however, if he had 
his owh way, the new Treasuty building should 
stand as it now stands, till the brief period of ume 
which this Administration had left to it had ex- 
pired. Sir, (said Mr. Wise,) this Treasury build- 
ing is the House that Jack built; itis a monument 
of the inability and stupidity of the Administra- 
tion; and I am reminded to inquire, where is the 
malt that once lay in this House that Jack built. 
It is all gone; the rats have eaten it; and yet we 
are called wpon to vote more malt to be placed in 
this House that Jack built, to be devoured by the 
rats and cats of the Administration. Mr. Wise 
proceeded at some length to play on the nursery 
tale of the House that Jack built, and closed by 
expressing and reiterating a perfect indifference as 
to the fate of the new Treasury building. 

Mr. Mercer followed Mr. Wise briefly, and 
seemed to deprecate the position which his col- 
league [Mr. Wise] had assumed. He proceeded 
to descant on the importance of the subject before 
the House, and was understood to deprecate all 
attempts to connect the subject with the political 
topics of the day. ` 


Mr. YELL, from the beginning to the present | 


moment, had been opposed to the project of puliing 
down the Treasury building, and hoped most sin- 
cerely that it would be defeated. As for the amend- 
ment that had been offered by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer] to limit the 
expenditure in pulling down and building up, it 
was not acceptable; and if adopted, and the bill 
should be passed, what would be the end of it? If 
the building were commenced, and were half erect- 
ed, and it were ascertained that it would cost a 
little more than had been appropriated, would it 
stop there? Not at all. Every day’s experience 
ani practice were sufficient to prove to the con- 
trary. 


I, Mr. Speaker, continued Mr. Yeti, have had i 


some small experience in these matters, and I know 


what they lead to; I know somewhat of the extra- | 


vagance that these limited appropriation bills en- 
gender; and every gentleman may know as well as 


I do, if he will but watch closely the history of the | 


country. Sir, Í never knew a limited appropriation 
to be made that did not, in the end, before its ob- 
jects were half executed, lead to a quadruple ex- 
penditure of money beyond that which was origi- 
nally called for. Some years ago, when the State 
which I have the honor to represent, stood in the 
humble relation of a mere Territory to this Govern- 
ment, she appealed to Congress—the common 
nursing mother of all the original offsprings—and 
asked for an appropriation of money or lands to 
enable her to erect.a Territorial Government house. 
If she Was then young, she was also modest; and 


having resolved that, as she could not deem it ex- | 


pedient or sound in policy to ask her nursing 
mother for too much money at once, she said that 
iť the sum of ten sections of land were awarded, 
she would be enabled to erect a Government house 
for the Territory, which would be every way calcu- 
Jated to meet her wants, and establish among her 
fertile plains and towering hills an edifice that 
would do honor to her ancient Grecian and Corin- 
thian models. Well, sir, the good natured nursing 
mother ef Arkansas, like a kind and an indulgent 
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parent, or like Cornelia of old, pointed to her off- 
spring in Arkansas, and exclaiming, “ These are 
my jewels!” opened her coffers, and with a liberal 
hand, and without a moment’s hesitation, paid over 
the money; or, which was the same thing, or better, 
gave to Arkansas the amount desired in the public 
domain. : f 


The building was commenced, and Arkansas ` 


rejoiced in beholding, in anticipation, a noble struc- 
iure, from wbich she was destined to dispense 
justice and mercy, and enact those laws which wis- 
dom should engender, to promote the happiness 
and glory of a free people. The edifice had scarcely 
been commenced, before it was discovered that a 
little more money would be wanted to complete it. 
Like good and confident children, relying on the 
justice and liberality of our nursing mother, they 
again asked, and the donation was liberally allowed. 


Well, sir, the artisans continued their labors; 
the edifice advanced in size and beauty, when it 
was accidentally discovered that other “five thousand 
marks banco” would be needed to carry ont the 
execution of the original plan. Again and again 
was the nursing mother called on “for other mo- 
neys;” and the end of all was, that the Government 
edifice for the Territorial Governm-ut of Arkansas, 


which originally, according to figuies, was to cost 


only five thousand dollars, (and let me tell you, 
sir, figures will sometimes lie, and types, too, sir, 
that print Federal newspapers will now and then 
utter gross falsehoods,) cost the round sum of sixty 
thousand dollars! 


Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to cast any, nay, 
not the remotest, censure on the people of the Ter- 
ritory.of Arkansas. I am glad that they got the 
money, for they were entitled to it and as much 
more as they can get; and my only object has been 
to show that the moment you make an entering 
wedge to the public chest, by making limited and 
specific appropriations, you open a door for almost 
interminable prodigal appropriations. So much 
sir, for the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Mrercer,] who is now so ready to limit 
the cost of the new Treasury building to one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. 


Another gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisx,] 
who has addressed the House on this subject, has 
been pleased to manifest a total indifference to the 
fate of the bill. He, sir, says it is “the House that 
Jack built;? and, for one, he had rather it would 
stand as a monument of the foliy and weakness of 
this Administration. Mr. Speaker, the candor of 
that gentleman, in thus openly avowing that he is 
disposed to convert it into a political hobby, where- 
with he can succeed in charging the Administration 
with profligacy and extravagance, is entitled to all 
commendation. Sir, the gentleman is right. For 
some years past that honorable gentleman, and the 
party with which he associates, has looked anx- 
iously at this “House that Jack built;” and of late, 
within the last three months, the aspect of the 
political atmosphere has been such as to lead him 
to hope and believe that the lapse of a little period 
would enab'e him and his friends to take possession 
of this “House that Jack built,” together with all 
the malt ıt may be deposited within its. bins. 
He may be mistaken, and it may be well enough 
to suggest to him the expediency of not over- 
calculating his prospect of triumph. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not to be denied that there are 
in this House cats and rats—I certainly do not in- 
tend to offer any term of reproach or of discourtesy 
to any gentleman, when I make use of such epithets— 


who have for years been struggling, and often with | 


too much success, to clutch the malt, and carry it 
away from this House that Jack built. 
has been known to ali—the late and the present 


Executive have both been aware of the fact; and if | 


Ihave any language of censure or of reproach to 
add, it must be found in a well-grounded com- 
plaint that they have not drawn the offending rats 
from their hiding places, dismissed them from their 
confidence, and held them up to public reprobation. 

Sir, I am opposed to this bill in all its varied 
phases and ramifications. I protest against its pas- 
sage; and I will exert myself to defeat it. What, 
sir, does it contemplate? A grand scheme of profli- 
gate expenditure. i i 


The fact | 
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Mr. Lincotn rose, and asked if Mr. Y. would 
suffer him to propound a single- interrogatory? 

Mr. YELL. ` Certainly, sir. . 

Mr. Lincoun. I would then ask the gentleman 
from Arkansas upen what authority: he avows that 
the bill to which he refers isa “grand scheme” of 
profligate expenditure? $ i 


Mr. Y. said that he would answer the’ gentle- 
man as well as he could, and then went into a re- 
capitulation of sundry facts in connection with the 
public buildings in Washington; butas this portion of 
the conversation was heldin an ‘under tone, it was 
not distinctly heard by the reporter. - . : 

Having replied, continued Mr. ` Y. to the satis- 
faction of the gentleman from Massachusetts, I 
hope I shall again and again protest against a bill 
which . proposes the waste of four or five hundred 
thousand dollars, for the purpose of gratifying a 
mere matter of taste and fancy; and I shall pro- 
pose that no further appropriation be made to’ tear 
down or upbuild the Treasury building, till the 
Treasury is filled, and the country is disembarrassed 
of the debt of ten millions of dollars, which now 
hangs overit., As for the building itself, I believe 
it to be capable of sustaining all the purposes for 
which it was originated. Its fitness is a question 
about which architects may quarrel and differ; 
but, be that as it may, Iam not disposed to tax the 
people three or four hundred thousand dollars, to 
enable scientific architects to settle. their private 
quarrels, > w : : 

Is this the time, sir, for us to think of useless 
taxation, and useless expenditure? What is our 
condition? Anempty Treasury, a national debt, a 
vilified credit, a factious party. around us, seeking 
to break down the fortunes of the nation to enable 
them to creep into power. With all these evils 
around us, shall it be said that this Administration 
is. found voting away the nioney of the people to 
enable a faction to blaspheme its good name, libel 
its doings, and render it odious? I cannot for a 
single moment harbor any such supposition. 


Ata time like this, strict and rigid economy 
should be the order. of the day. Your western 
and southwestern border is now threatened with 
the horrors of an Indian war. “Already have the 
war songs of the. savage foe broken the silence of 
he wilds of the West, and, wafied on the gale, 
have carried alarm and consternation from the 
sources of the St. Lawrence to the passes of. the 
Sabine. Your defenceless borderers, lured by your 
promises, and cheated by your visions of ultimate 
greatness, were induced to emigrate to the wilds of 
the West; and what do you say to them, when 
they ask you to interfere in their behalf, and stay 
the uplifted tomahawk, and scalping knife? You 
reply, the Treasury is embarrassed; we want the 
means to assist you; be of good cheer; confide in 
your own good arms, and rely on the justice of 
our common God, and we will protect you in all 
good time, provided we can but obtain the means 
essential to your wordly salvation! Sir, when the 
hardy and brave hearts of your western settlers 
shall realise any of the promises you thus hold 
forth, the baseness of your ingratitude may be re- 
corded in wrecks of desolated hamlets, in the head- 
less trunks of violated matrons, in the expiring 
groans and cries of murdered infants, and in the 
just imprecations of those who have been. betrayed 
and desolated in heart by your ruthless inhumanity 
and cold blooded mendacity. ae 


And, sir, while these scenes are enacting, you 
ate to be found wasting, with a criminal prodigali- 
ty, the public money, in erecting stately edifices, 
and splendid palaces, to entertain the lazzaroni 
that you would feed and fatten on the pap of the 
Treasury. . f 


On -the North, you are threatened not only with 
a war with one of the most powerful and civilized 
nations of ‘the earth, but with domestic rebellion. 
You have not made any preparation for the de- 
fence of the northern border; the West is exposed 
to savage violence; and until the country is put in 
an ample state of defence, I, for one, cannot be so 
reckless to all duties of honor and patriotism, as to 
be found voting for the erection er destruction of 
any of your princely palaces, <0" 
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SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
‘Trurspay, June 7, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider. the House bill making appro- 
priations for the prevention and suppression of In- 
dian hostilities for 1838, and for the. payment of 
arrearages in 1837. Š 

On ordering this bill to its third reading, 

Mr.. WEBSTER. said he did not know that any 
amendment would be necessary to the bill, nor did 
he mean to propose any, neither did he know that 
he would offer any opposition to the measure. It 
struck him, however, that public attention should 
be awakened on the Subject. We were now mak- 
ing provision for an army of eight thousand men; 
what necessity there might be for it, he was not 
prepared to say. From the latest accounts we had 
received from. that quarter, and he was sensibly 
rejoiced at such an event, there would be no trouble 
in relation to a certain matter, for the result of 
which so many fears were entertained. The trans- 
portation charged showed an enormity of expense 
hitherto unknown in former wars; he was not 
prepared to say that it was an unnecessary charge ; 
but the enormous expense incident upon it must 
strike every body, This Florida war, (said Mr. W.) 
has already cust us over twenty millions of dollars. 
Afterall we had heard oi the difficulties of the 
army, the small number of fighting men that ever 
were together in that country, it did really appear 
to him that the cost was far greater than need have 
been. He had no disposition to obstruct this 
measure; but he should like to know what assur- 
ance we had ihat we should not want some five or 
six millions more before the affair was ended. The 
whole matter was such in his opinion, that it ought 
to receive a thorough investigation from the hands 
of Congress. ; 

Mr. PRESTON said so large an amount of mo- 


ney had already been expended, that he felt but little - 


disposed to give more without a thorough investi- 
gation of the whole subject. An appropriation of 
million after million had been suffered to go on 
without any deliberate examination into the. mat- 
ter, until it had cost the country twenty millions 
of dollars, a sum larger than all our Indian wars 
put together. When we first entered into it, no 
human being could have supposed it to cost five 
millions, The late President never permitted him- 
self to believe that there were ever at any time in 
the province more than a thousand fighting men; 
and when the first. million was asked for we were 
astounded; and yet. appropriation after appropria- 
tion had gone on, until it had reached the enormous 
sum of twenty trdllions of dellars, four times the 
price we paid to Spain for the acquisition of the 
whole country. The whole subject required a 
thorough and deliberate examination, which Con- 
gress could not do. It should be the action of the 
Executive, and ihe inquiry made by competent 
military men, whose knowledge of such matters 
rendered them fitter agents for such purposes than 
any committee of Congress could be. 

Mr. P. then adverted to the recall of Gen. Scott, 
and the court of inquiry instituted into his conduct, 
when a million only had been expended. That 
gallant officer, said Mr, P. was censured, and ` su- 
perseded, because he had not brought the war to a 
close. At that time, the Executive would not hear 
of the slightest pause in the movement against 
these Indians, and now millions are lavished with- 
out any inquiry into the. matter: nobody ever asked 
“Why this delay?” All went on quietly; the 
enormous sums expended year after year to sub- 
due a handiul of poor, naked savages, without any 
knowledge of the rules of practised warfare, aad 
nothing, in short, but their own unbroken, unsub- 
dued spirit. The great master chief, Oseola, had 


been captured, ir was true, but how captured, let. 


the history of the times speak. That great and 
daring man had ended his days on a deserted island, 
in a state of utter destitution and misery, without 
any of those sympathies which the high conduct 
and noble daring of so great an aboriginal chief 
should have challenged from his captors. 

Mr. P. went on to maintain that this great war- 
rior deserved a better fate, and animadverted on 
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the manner of his capture (which was said to have 
been under a flag of truce,) with some severity. 
Mr. P. asked, too, why it was that the successor 
of Gen. Scott had not been called to account for 
the delay of the war, and for the money so -wan- 
tonly lavished in the transportation and other mat- 
ters connected with it, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rose, and said be had 
heard the remarks just made by the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Preston] with the most pro- 
found astonishment. That Senator had not only 
most extravagantly eulogized the savage chief 
Oseola, but had, at least by insinuation, cast most 
injurious reflections upon the gallant officer who 
lately commanded the army in Florida, whilst, at 
the same time, he had assailed the Administration 
on account of the amount of money expended in 
the prosecution of that war. 

Sir, said Mr. C. why this impassioned and high 
wrought eulogy, of the Senator from South Cato- 
lina, upon this savage chief? Was it on account 
of Oseola’s utter disregard of the obligations of the 
treaty into which, with his tribe, he had solemnly 
entered, for their peaceful emigration west of the 
Mississippi, and which he had, but recently before, 
reaffirmed? Was it on account of his reckless vio- 
lation of all the obligations binding between n:an 
and man, whether savage or civilized, in the mur- 
der of General Thompson, the agent of thé United 
States, whose kindness, humanity, and hospitality, 
he had repeatedly experienced, and even just be- 
fore the perpetration of that most foul murdef? Or 
was it because he had wielded the unrelenting to- 
mahawk and scalping knife against the innocent 
and defenceless women and children of Florida, 
with a cruelty and ferocity even surpassing ordina- 
ry savage barbarity? Mr. C. said he knew of no 
other merits of this savage warrior to call forth 
such extraordinary panegyric! He said Oseola 
was as faithless as he was bold and daring; he 
made promises merely to deceive: he inspired con- 
fidence only to violate it; he had, throughout his 
whole career, so faras we had any knowledge of 
it, exhibited a degree of treachery unparalleled. 
When he put on the smile, and made the most s2- 
lemn assurances of friendship, it was but to de- 
lude, and to make moje sure the victim of -his per- 
fidious artifice. Yet this was the wretch who was 
to be extolled for his virtues, while the Administra- 
tion was to be censured, and the gallant soldier ef 
many a well-fought field degraded in the estima- 
tion of his countrymen! Sir, said Mr. C. I have 
no praises to chant to the memory of one whose 
chief merit consists in giving additional and more 
abhorrent traits of treachery and cruelty to the 
character of the savage. He said his sympathies 
were much more justly due to the brave and patri- 
otic men who had encountered the hardships, the 
privations, and the perils of the Florida war, 
Were he to weep, it would be for our gallant coas- 
trymen who had fallen, fighting with courage un- 
surpassed, for the rights and honor of their 
country. 

The Senator from South Carolina had spoken, 
Mr C. said, of the enormous expense of the Semi- 
nole war; but why introduce that tupic on this oc- 
casion? Had we thedata on which to form a correct 
opinion on the subject? Was there no danger of doing 
injustice by this loose censure, upon mere conjec- 
ture? It should be recollected, said Mr. C. that 
this tract of country covers four or five degrees of 
latitude, abounding in interminable swamps, inac- 
cessible hammocks and everglades, unexplored, if 
not inexplorable. The cost of transportation was 
a very important item in the expenses of an army. 
Mr. C. asked who could determine, with the infor- 
mation we had, the amount of this item of expen- 
diture in such acountry as Florida? And how 
could gentlemen, without any personal knowledge 
of the country, and without having ascertained 
facts, by any process of investigation, undertake 
to press on the question, whether the expenditures 
had been reasonable and proper, or the contrary. 

The Senator from South Carolina, Mr. C. said, 
had alluded to the course of the Executive,in re- 
gard to General Scott, and had asked, why it was 
that his successor had not been treated in like 
manner, 

Mr, C, said, the result of the investigation 


: gation of General Jesup’s conduct. 


in the case of General Scott had, in all probability, 
been ene of the principal considerations which ten. 
dered the Executive less disposed to institute a simi- 
lar proceeding in the case of General Jesup. He 
said, whatever suspicions had been entertained o; 
the mismanagement or delay of the commanding 
General in the first campaign, they had all been 
dissipated and removed by investigation, which 
had resulted in the honorable acquittal of General 
Scott of all ground of blame or censure. This re- 
sult had been satisfactory on all sides, so far as he 
was informed. Was not this calculated to inspire 
caution and hesitation in regard to his successor? 
Yet, Mr. C. said, he had no objection to an investi» 
If the Senator 
belicved that could be properly done by a.commit- 
tee of the Senate, he would agree to vote for one— 


he would readily give him all the facilities of prose- 


cuting the inquiry. Mr. C. would not be under- 
stood as saying. or admitting, however, that this 
was the most proper place, or a committee of the 
Senate the most proper tribunal, for the examina- 
tion or trial of charges against military men. But 
he had no doubt, if the President were properly 
assured that such a proceeding was desired, that 
he would promptly institute it. Then, said Mr. C. 
let the. Senator from South Carolina, and his 
friends, if they. believe there are sufficient grounds 
to call for the investigation of a court ef inquiry, 
ora court, martial, intimate their opinions and 
wishes to the President; he will, no doubt, promptly 
respond to the application. But, Mr. C. said, was 
the passage of this bill to be arrested, because the 
war might not have been prosecuted with as much 
energy, as came up to the expectations or judg- 
ment ef Senators, or because there may have been 
a prodigal expenditure of money heretofore? He 
trusted not. It would be recollected that a large 
portion of the appropriations proposed by this bill, 
was to discharge liabilities already incurred, and 
to meet drafts already drawn npon the Treasury by 
disbursing officers, charged with the Subsistence 
and Quartermaster’s Departments. These were 
debts already contracted by our authorized agents; 
and were the public creditors to be required to 
wait till an investigation could be had, to ascertain 
whether the campaign had been mismanaged, or 
whether its expenditures had exceeded the limits of 
a Strict economy? He hoped not.” The honor of 
the country was pledged for the payment of those 
debts, and it should be promptly redeemed. 
Another part of the appropriations proposed by 
the bill, Mr. C. said, related to the removal of the 
Cherokees, now in progress, and was indispensa- 
ble to the success of our operations in that quarter. 
Major General Scott was now in the field, with an 


| adequate force to effectuate a prompt execution of 


the treaty, by a removal of that tribe, he hoped 
peacefully, to the country assigned them west of 
the Mississippi. Energy and promptitude, Mr. ©. 
said, were demanded by every consideration of 
economy, expediency, and humanity. He said he 
was gratified to be able to announce, that the work 
of removal had already been auspiciously com- 
menced by the commanding General. He had that 
morning been favored with the perusal ofa letter from 
a highly respectable officer of the General’s staff, 
which contained the very agreeable intelligence that 
every Cherokee warrior within the limits of Georgia 
had already been disarmed, and that a general sub» 
mission in that quarter had been secured without 
bloodshed. Mr.C. said he had entire confidence in the 
energy and discretion, the humanity and forbear- 
ance, of the commanding General. He had gone 
to the Cherokee country with proper instructions, 
and with the proper spirit and sentiments for car- 
rying them out. His instructions did not require 
him, nor was he disposed, to exercise any unneces- 
sary harshness or severity. He had gone upon 
this service with the most kind and humane feel- 
ings toward those deluded people, compatible with 
the faithful discharge of his responsible duties. 
He had already given evidence that such werc his 
views and feelings in his initiatory measures. He 
had announced to the Cherokees, in a tone of firm- 
ness and moderation, that their treaty with the Go- 
vernment required them to remove; that it was his 
duty to carry that treaty into execution; that he 
had adequate strength and power to perform jt; yet 
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hat he was ready to extend to them all the for- 
bearance and indulgence whichtheir circumstances 
might require, so long as they manifested a dispo- 
gition to comply wiih the requisitions of the treaty, 
in good faith. HA : 

Mr..C. said it was only necessary to let General 
Scott proceed in the performance of ‘his daty, un- 
der. the instructions with which he had gone forth, 
without alteration or change, and with the temper 
which obviously. actuated him, and all would be 
well; in a few short months the great body of this 
tribe would be on their march to the far West, 
perhaps, peacefully, and without any waste of hu- 
man life. : 

With regard to the additional appropriation of 
money for the benefit of the Cherokees, although 
he did not admit it to be justly due, Mr. C. said he 
would vote for it. He concurred in the views taken 
of this subject in the report recently submitted 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs. On the 
proposition of Ross himself, this body had deter- 
mined five millions of dollars, in addition to the 
country they were to be allowed west of the Mis- 
sissippi, to be not only a just, but a liberal, com- 
pensation. Mr. C. said it no doubt. exceeded the 
fair intrinsic value of the country they now inha- 
bited; but he was willing to go beyond the mere 
measure of justice. If they could be induced to go 
peacefully, and without coercion—the condition on 
which they were to have the benefit of the appro- 
priation—he would give it cordially, and consider 
it sound economy; for, if it became necessary to 
resort to force, it would doubtless cost the Govern- 
ment an amount far exceeding the sum proposed 
by the bill, besides the loss of many lives. 

Mr. C. hoped the bill would meet the approba- 
tion of the Senate in its present shape, and that it 
would not be retarded in its passage by any re- 
marks which had fallen from gentlemen. 


Mr. PRESTON replied at some length to the re- ` 


marks of Mr. Cray. He was glad to hear the Se- 
nator from Alabama say, that the commanding Ge- 
neral in Georgia had made sush prompt and ener- 
getic arrangements as would be likely to prevent 
any further disturbance. He thought the matter 
wisely confided to that gallant and humane officer, 
who, he knew, would do all that humanity and jus- 
tice would require in the matter. Mr, P. then went 
on to comment upon the capture of Oseola by 
treachery, by detaining him after he had came in 
under a flag of truce—at least so said the rumors 
of the day, and the doubts ard suspicions enter- 
tained, seemed to justify the truth of what had 
been said. If such were the fact, he [Mr. P.] 
would not have been his captor for all the wealth 
in the wide spread universe. He was aware that 
Oseola was an aboriginal savage, and, as such, en- 
tertained the feelings peculiar to such a people; but 
did he not exhibit all the nobler traits found among 
that race? was he not brave in fight? was he not full 
of courage and noble daring, and did not his ex- 
ploits bespeak his noble and lofty character? Ad- 
mit that he and his untutored race were cruel in 
battle; subtle, revengeful, and treacherous, if gen- 
temen pleased to think so; but did that iurnish a 
justification fer our conduct towards that generous 
chief? If this race of men departed from all the 
rules of warfare recognised by the code of civilized 
nations, should we stand justified in the eyes of the 
world, if we perpetrated upon them such enormi- 
ties? He thought that no justification could be 
found for treachery on our part towards the un- 
happy Seminoles, who were defending, as they sup- 
posed, the soil of their ancestors. Mr. P. said we 
had all been made aware of the difficulties con- 
nected with the Florida war. The country was 
known to be intersected by swamps, by hammocks 
and savannahs, and all that, and dreadfully un- 
healthy; still he should like to know how it hap- 
pened that Gen. Scott should have been recalled 
at the time he was, when the same difficulties were 
Presented to our soldiers, and reproached for not 
terminating a war at a cost of less than one million 
of dollars, while his successor had been permitted 
to go on from year to year, without subduing these 
savages, costing the Government the most enor- 
mous sums, and yetno inquiry instituted into the 
matter. 

i Mr. CLAY of Alabama again rose in reply to 


ponn 


Mr. Preston. The Senator from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Preston;] Mr. C. said, seemed to justify him- 
self for the reflections cast upon the officer charged 
with the prosecution of the Florida war, on the 
ground of the doubts and suspicions which, he said, 
were abroad; and intimated that they seemed to 
rise spontaneously in his [Mr.C’s] own bosom 
whilst he was speaking. Mr. C. said he could not 
account for this latter intimation. He could not 
uaderstand in. what manner he had manifested 
doubts or suspicions; that, feeling and entertaining 
none, he had expressed none, and could not ima~ 
gine from what circumstance the honorable Sena- 
tor had made such an inference. On the contrary, 
Mr. C. remarked, that so far as he had been able 
to judge of the conduet of the late commanding 
General in the management of the several cam- 
paigns under his direction, he had seen nothing to 
censure. He was not prepared to say. General 
Jesup could have effected more than he had done 
in such a country as Florida. If that General had 
erred in any thing, it had been, in the opinion of 
Mr. C. on the side of humanity, and forbearance 
toward his savage enemy; certainly not in cruelty 
or «treachery. 

Mr. C: said he regretted that the Senator. from 
South Carolina had thought proper to make insinu- 
ations unfavorable to the character of an American 
officer of high grade, merely upon the authority of 
doubts and suspicions which might have been 
abroad. Mr. Œ. remarked that, for his own part, 
he would never suffer himself to be made the con- 
duit of doubts and suspicions injurious to the repu- 
tations of officers or citizens, who were not here to 
answer for themselves or make defence. He said, 
upon a moment’s reflection, the. Senator from 
South Carolina must be sensible of the dangerous 
tendency of adopting too hastily the slanders of 
mere rumor, or the libels of the licentious press of 
the day. If that course were pursued, and too 
ready an ear given to such slanderous imputations, 
who amongst us could stand? Was there, he 
asked, a member on that floor whose reputation 
had not been, at some period, injuriously assailed? 
And if reputation be dear to others, it is doubly so 
to the soldier, who lives and fights for it, and 
whose “wealth is honor.” 

Mr. C. denied that there had been any treachery 
practised toward Oseola. So: far as he understood 
the facts, the treachery had all been perpetrated on 
the part of the savage chief. He had been faith- 
lesa throughout, not only toward the unfortunate 
and lamented Thompson, but in every movement 
calling for the confidence of any of our officers. 

The Senator from South Carolina, too, had laid 
much stress upcn the opinion he alleged to have 
been expressed by the late President, that there 
were not more than six or eight hundred warriors 
belonging to the Seminole tribe. Now, said Mr. 
C. if the late Chief Magistrate ever expressed that 
opinion, it was, of course, founded on mere con- 
jecture. No man could pretend to an accurate 


knowledge of their numbers, dispersed, as they | 


were, in small bands, over a country of the pecu- 
liar character, and such vast extent, as Florida; 
and, said Mr. C. conjecture in this case, as in all 
others, must give way to ascertained facts. He 


said we had killed and taken a much greater num- | 


ber than that supposed, and still there were many 
warriors in arms, and not yet taken. 

But, said Mr. C. if the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina is not satisfied that the Florida war has been 
well conducted, let him institute the requisite in- 
quiry in the proper manner, and before a tribunal 
qualified to judge, and nobody will object. Whether 
that war has been well managed or not, was nota 
question necessarily involved in the passage of this 
bill,and he hoped it would be permitted to pass 
without farther delay. 

Mr. STRANGE said he was unwilling to pro- 
long the debate, but, from the course it had taken, 
he did not feel satisfied to remain silent. Gentle- 
men on the other side had not announced any pur- 
pose to vote against the bill, but, as they said, were 
desirous to call public attention to the ruinous 
amount which had been, and was about to be; ex- 
pended in the Florida war; and he was, on his 
part, desirous to call public atiention to the course 


taken in this debate. Why did-gentlemen wish to j 


Preston. Clay, Strange. 
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call public attention to the large amount expended 
in the Florida wart? Wasit with the expectation it 
would thereby be ascertained that the amount was 
greater than necessary? Will any portion of the 
public ce more competent than the gentlemen them- 
Selves to discover and point. out this excess, if it 
exist? They do not, they cannot, think so. And have 
they pointed out any single item, and shown it to he 
excessive? Not one. Their design, then, is obvious 
enough. They are aware of thestariling effect upon 
the public mind of- the expenditure of large sums. 
They know that the people are naturally and justly 
jealous upon this subject; and they hope, by merely 
throwing before them this: large amount, accom- 
panied with their own expressions of doubt aud 
suspicion—unaccompanied. by specification or. cal- 
culation—may excite prejudices against the Admi- 
nistration, and especially if those inuendoes and 
doubts are silently listened to by its friends. Sə 
well ecnvinced was the Senator from’ Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wensrer] of the necessity of the appro- 
priation proposed, that he does not attempt an ar- 
gument against it. He had too much sagacity to. 
place himself in the attitude of direct-opposition to 
it. But true to the principle (almost instinctive) of 
the Opposition, of never yielding a hearty approval 
to any thing coming from the Administration, he 
could not forbear giving the bill a side blow as it 
passes, although his own vote must nitimately:be 
given in its favor, Buthe dare go no further than 
adopt this masterly stroke of Opposition tactics, of 
merely remarking upon the Jargeness of the sum, 
and the importazice of ‘public attention ‘being di- 
rected to it. The warm: imagination of: the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Prsston,] however, 
perceives a great many other circumstances which 
may be thrown in, greatly to thicken the.cloud of 
prejudice against the Administration, and, with less 
caution than the Senator from Massachusetts, fully 
With 
his characteristic ardor he brings before us mere 
pictures of the fancy, and forces us to contem- 
plate them as living realities, deeply affecting the 
question under consideration. He presents. to us 
Oseola as a noble aboriginal chief, doing battle in 
some glorious cause, and suddenly transferred, by 
the basest treachery, to a desert island, where he is 
left to perish of starvation. But, sit, the whole 
picture is one of fancy, and finds no. original in 
historie truth. Oseola‘was nota noble savage bat- 
tling for rights, but a miserable half breed, a trai- 
tor, and vioiater of every thing held sacred among 
all races of men, whether civilized or savage. His 
heart was warmed in equal proportions by the 
blood of the white man and the red. His ties 
were as strong by nature to those whom he 
butchered and assassinated, as to those whom he 
lead- on to murder and spoliation. His quarrel 
was unjust, and he prosecuted it in violation of 
every principle of honor and humanity. We see, 
then, sir, in whose behalf this effort has been made 
to excite our indignation. And against whom is 
it sought to difect it? Against the brave and the 
patriotic of our own land—~agaiust those who have 
staked life and reputation in the cause of our 
country? Noone has said, however, either here 
or elsewhere, that treachery or injustice is to be 
tolerated towards even this heartless and unprin- 
cipled savage; and if any have been guilty of it, 
let them answer it in the proper place, at the proper 
time, and in the proper manner. But this is neither 
that time, place, nor manner. Let it be conceded 
that all that has been said by the Senator from 
South Carolina is, in sober seriousness, nothing but 
substantial truth, and b«rrows none of its tints 
from the pencil of imagiration—does it follow that 
we shall fold our arms, and suffer our country to 
be overrun, and our citizens butchered by the com- 
patriots of Oseola? What has the fate of Oseola 
to do with the question, whether we will tamely 
submit to savage aggression—whether we will give 
up-a portion of our country to the most ruthless of 
foes? As little to the purpose, it seemed to him, 
was another subject adverted to by the Senator 
from South Carolina, and which had given rise to 
along and animated discussion between him and 
the Senator from:Georgia [Mr. Lumpxin.]> ‘These 
topics could only have been introduced ‘for the 
reason: before-stated, of. rousing aid nourishing in 
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the public mind prejudices against the Administra- 
tion. In the bill under consideration, there is an 
additional appropriation proposed on account of 
the Cherokee treaty. Now no one, I believe, is 
opposed to this appropriation, but it is made the 
pretext for inflicting upon the Administration a 
severe castigation for some supposed improprieties 
in relation to the execution of this treaty. A mes- 
sage sent to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, a few days ago, upon that snbject furnishes 
the main, perhaps the only, subject of complaint. 
Wow, as this subject had been introdneed, he felt 
bound to contribute his mite towards placing the 
Administration upon what he conceived -to be the 
proper ground, and the more so, as he might have 
conduced, in some slight degree, to the present mis- 
apprehension. Let ‘us inquire, then, in the first 
place, what are the complaints against the Admi- 
nistration growing out of this message. They are, 

First. A design to procrastinate the execution of 
the treaty. j 

Secondly. Holding out to the Cherokees false 
hopes of procrastination, and thereby producing 
ruinous inischiefs. j 


Thirdly. Indirectly condemnisg the treaty, and f 


censuring those who voted for it. : 
Now the statement of these charges, and the 
proof of them, are two very different things; but 
auch is the frailty of the human mind, that it is as 
much prone, according to the circumstances in 
‘which it may be placed, to believe things without 
proof, as to reject those which rest upon the 
strongest testimony. But it surely behooves agrave 
legislative body not to send forth, with the cur- 
rency which its sanction gives, imputations against 
the Executive not only without being proven, but 
when the whole testimony is directly the other way. 
Now, sir, said Mr. S. I ventare to say, in sending 
the message, (of which I, among others, com- 
plained, hearing it in the imperfect manner which 
we always do such things from the Clerk’s desk,) 
the Executive not only did nothing wrong, but 
could not with propriety have acted otherwise, un- 
der all the circumstances. .This. is the opinion. to 
which he had come after'that deliberate perusal of 
which, having it in a printed form, had afforded 
him an opportunity. Itis true a treaty was made 
with the Indians in 1835, which they were bound 
to fulfil, and of which the Government might have 
enforced the fulfilment. But in the very fact of 
entering into treaty with them, we had treated the 
Indians as a quasi independent power, upon whom 
we could not act individually, but collectively. 
If, then, they did not choose to execute the treaty, 
we had no mode of enforcing it but by making 
war upon them. A high responsibility rests upon 
every Government in its dealings with independent 
powers, which there is no eluding.. The eyes of the 
world are upon them, and there are two sets of 
public opinions, against neither of which can they 
with safety or propriety act. Their acts must not 
only be based upon principles of abstract justice, but 
they must be such as will be recognised as being 
applicable to the particular case by public opinion 
at home, and public opinion abroad, Now, sir, in 
cur dealings asa nation with the aboriginal tribes, 
we are forced to look back upon the ‘past history of 
our intercourse with them. We must not forget 
that they were the early possessors of every foot of 
soil we now ocevpy, and that in establishing their 
possession, our forefathers were forced to make 
might the standard of right. A change of circum- 
stances has prodneed great ehanges in the conduct 
of their’ successors; but a heavy debt to humanity 
has been transmitted by them to us, which we can 
never hope to pay; but it imposes upon us the obli- 
gation of manifesting in our dealings with the In- 
dians not only the most rigid justice, but the most 
enlarged liberality; not only abstinence from un- 
provoked outrage, but great forbearance under 
even aggravated wrongs. Such is public opinion, 
both at home and abroad. Jn this state of things, 
a treaty has been made with the Cherokee’ Indians, 
which, so far as I am informed and believe, is 
quite as formal and obligatory as treaties with sava- 
ges. can usually be made; but yet its validity is 
doubted by great numbers of both nations; and a 
very large portion of the weaker power complains 
that it has been overreached; that if the treaty 
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must be enforced, humanity demands that they 
shall be allowed more time in relinquishing the 
homes of their fathers, and that such additional pe- 
cuniary provision should be made, as that, all pri- 
vate claims being paid off, and the expense of re- 
moval discharged, the sum originally contemplated, 
to wit, five millions of dollars, should be left to 
them, to recommence their national existence in 
their new home beyond the Mississippi. Under all 
these circumstances, how did it behoove the Go- 
vernment to treat these applications? Suppose the 
Secretary at War had stopped his ears, and turned 
his back upon their complaints; or, having listened 
to them, suppose he had stoically to!d them, “ here 
is the bond—this is the treaty—it must be literaliy 
fulfilled. What is your distress to the people 
of the United States? You have made your bar- 
gain, and you must abide by it. Ruin may over- 
take you individually and collectively; but your 
Great Father, as you have been. wont to call 
him, cares not for it; it touches not the hearts of your 
white brethren. Literal execution of the treaty or ex- 
termination is the alternative.” What would have 
been the verdict of public opinion? A tumultuous roar 


of disapproval - would have resounded through all 


lands; and the welkin might well have rung with 
the shout of triumph which the Opposition would 
have sent up.” “This weak, ruthless, tyrannical Go- 
vernment, it would have been said, would have 
been too cowardly to have made war upon the 
strong; but see’ how it crushes the weak into the 
dust! ` Behold how needlessly the blood of our own 
citizens has been shed, and the most civilized of the 
savage tribes annihilated, that its purposes may be 
accomplished!” A response, then, was necessary, 
and that response must. be dictated by kindness 
and humanity, and it must meet distinctly the se- 
veral suggestions of the suppliants. The first is, as 
to time. And upen that point, the reply is, this 
Government possesses no power to act. We have 
not the language of the suppliants before us, but 
there is no doubt they represent, in the most glow- 
ing colors, the miseries impending over them if 
their flight must be sudden; and this picture was 
presented in all the seeming sincerity of antici- 
pated distress, To such an appeal, how could a 
feelmg man return the cold response, “I have no 
power to help you,” without throwing in some word 
of consolation, without pointing to the only re- 
maining hope, however faint and distant it might 
be? If, said the Secretary, you cannot remove 
within less than two years, E know the generous 
hearts with whom you have to deal; and if the ru- 
inous consequences which you depict are likely to 
follow from an earlier removal, I know they will 
relieve you. And could not any citizen in this 
country have ventured to give the same assurance? 
might he not with confidence have said, There is 
no State in this Union which will not suffer some 
temporary inconvenience to its citizens, rather than 
thousands of fellow-creatures shall be involved in 
irremediable distress and ruin? But the Secretary 
believed in his conscience, as every other man who 
knows any thing upon the subject believes, that 
the story was an artful appeal, intended for effect; 
and that there would be no necessity for this exer- 
cise of liberality on the part of the States concern- 
ed. But he was notat liberty to say so. A tale of 
sorrow falls upon a benevolent mind, and whether 
true or false, its first effect is touching, and the an- 
swer is according; and it is left to experience and 
reason to test its trath. 

Upon the point of a further provision in money, 
the answer of the Secretary finds an echo in every 
bosom, and has met the concurrence of the appro- 
priate committees in the two Houses of Congress. 
This branch of the subject must necessarily be laid 
before Congress, and the question is, whether he 
ought to have kept back from it what he had said in 
relation to removal? If he had done so, we can well 


imagine, what charges of fraud, cowardice, duplicity || 


would have been brought against him. He did right 
in laying the whole document before Congress, and 
would have done wrong had he suppressed any 
part of it. He gave noassurance that time for re- 
moval would be allowed, and disclaimed all au- 
thority todo so. He promised to recommend fur- 
ther appropriations of money: he has made that 
recommendation. It has received the sanction of 
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both committees andof ‘one. House of Congress, 
and will-doubtless receive that’of the other. 

But the Senator: from South’ Carolina, ‘with a 
warmth and indignation which seemed. to him to be 
entirely out of place, says this message is. a con- 
demnation of the treaty, and a censure upon ‘those 
who ratified it. No such condemnation or censurb 
could, he thought, be found any where but in: the 
imagination of the Senator himself. The message 
proposes. no annulment of the treaty; bat, on. the 
contrary, -insists upon its fulfilment; and for red- 
sons therein stated, proposes.a donation of a fur- 
ther sum for the preservation of peace, and insur- 
ing the fulfilment of the very treaty of which con- 
demnation is imputed. He regretted having ‘dwelt 
so long upon this topic, but having hastily miscon- 
` ceived the drift of the message; and having become 
convinced of his error, this explanation was due. 
But none of these things have aught to do with the 
subject. All agree the further appropriation for the 
Cherokees to beright. And with respect to the appro- 
priation for the Florida war, the matter was as simple 
as could be, and it was mainly to disencnmber the 
subject of foreign and exciting matters, which had 
been improperly complicated with it, that he had 
| risen. Is any one here prepared to give up the 
war, and surrender the. peninsula of Florida to the 
Indians and negroes now in possession of it -If 
there be any one, he may, of course, consistently 
vote against the appropriation. -But ,he, for one, 
was not sọ- disposed; He. would never consent to 
see this Government withdraw its: protection from 
any portion of its citizens. Gentlemen had said 
that Florida had cost much more to defend it than 
! it had toacquire it. Beitso. There was a time 
when the cry rang through this nation, “ Millions 
for defence—not a cent for tribute.” He hoped 
that would. always be the cry; and he, for 
one, would never consent to yield te force one foot 
of our soil, though it might take millions to defend 
it. The object of the appropriation, then, is legiti- 
mate, is indispensable? Is the appropriation pro- 
posed too large? We raise committees in both 
| Houses upon the respective subjects of legislation, 
that they may give to them their particular atten- 
tion, and advise the whole body as to the result of 
their investigations. This subject has been under 
the consideration of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in ihe other. House, and the Committee of 
Finance in this, and the; sum proposed: has met 
||! their approbation. If gentlemen think themselves 
' more competent to` decide, better informed upon 
| the subject, let them show themselves: so, -and it 
will be well. Let them show us by figures (for 
they are bound to figure as well as we) that a tess 
i| sum will answer, and they will deserve well of their 
country. But no attempt is made to show the sum 
too Jarge; and he would feel himself safe in follow- 
i ing the guidance of the appropriate committees. 

' But gentlemen ask fora new datum. They ask 
| us to count the number of the Seminoles, and then, 
suppose, to ascertain how much it will take per 
head to get rid of them, and thns find the proper 
amount of appropriation. “ Hic labor, hoc opus 
est.” ‘This is the very difficulty. Let the gentle- 
men count the flight of birds passing above them. 
To count the savages we must catch them; and if 
caught, the necessity for counting would be over. 
| They tell us further, that the war has been more 
expensive than it should have been, because at its 
commencement it was considered a very trivial 
affair; that the foe was contemptible and his con- 
| quest easy. That is probably the very secret of 
i! the difficulty. Had we not underrated the strength 
of our adversary, and put forth more force at 
|| once, we should probably have finished the war 
i! much sooner. England committed a similar mistake 
‘| in her first assaults upon the e colonies, and both 
+ England and ourselves were guilty of a like fault 
in the last war; and if gentlemen wish a prolonga- 
tion of any war, they can adopt no plan more effec- 
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i tual than stinting or delaying the supplies of 
| each successive year. It is reproachfully asked 
| why the system which brought one officer to public 
| examination, who did not terminate the war, has 
| not been followed up, and his successor brought to 
i examination also? Without going farther into the 

subject, an answer may be found in the result of 

that very examination. It resulted, in the convi- 
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tion that the foe was more formidable than had 
been supposed; that he had a pestiferous climate 
warring on his side, and was surrounded by natural 
defences and entrenchments impregnable to civi- 
lized man. But, sir, I institute no invidious com- 
parisons among the brave officers of our army. 
I cannot, however, forbear remarking that the 
officer against whom I suppose this inquiry to be 
more personally levelled, has succeeded in captur- 
ing about two thousand savages. Others have 
doubtless done well; but whether as well, I will 
not undertake to decide. 

Believing, then, that the. objects of these appro- 
priations are just and proper, and their amounts do 
not exceed the dictates of prudence, the question 
seems to me to be answered whether the bill should 
be ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. LUMPKIN then addressed the Senate, but 
as his speech has already been given, it is not 
deemed necessary to repeat it here. 

Mr. L. was replied to by Mr. PRESTON, 

Mr. WHITE went into the subject in a speech 
of considerable lengih, in which he affirmed his en- 
tire belief in the validity of the Cherokee treaty, 
and went into a-full and detailed statement of the 
connection between the General Government and 
Georgia in relation to the extinction of the Indian 
title in that State. Mr. W. complimented Geor- 
gia on her long patience and forbearance, after she 
had ceded to the United States Government that 
portion of her most valuable territory which now 
constituted the rich and productive States of Ala- 
bama and Mississippi. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he hoped when 
the question was taken it would be by ayes and 
noes; which being assented to, 

Mr. SOUTHARD intimated his intention to vote 
for the bill, which, in some measure, had now be- 
come necessary through the mismanagement of 
those entrusled with the affairs of Government; 
but he would take occasion to say, that he believed 
both treaties had their origin in fraud: We had 
now paid away twenty-one millions on account of 
a feud, which, had it been. properly looked into by 
those in power, would have saved to the nation the 
blood spilt, and money expended. With regard 
to what had been said on the capture of Oseola, 
the proof rested on the hand writing of the ac- 
cused. The whole conduct of the war could not 
be approved by those who felt for the honor of 
their country. 

Mr. S. then glanced at the Cherokee treaty, and 
defended John Ross, whom he declared to be one 
of nature’s strong men; and if he had erred at all, 
it was from the attachment to the people of whom 
he was the chief. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rose in reply: He said, 
atter what had fallen from others who had spoken 
on this occasion, in reference to the communica- 
tion of the Secretary of War, addressed to John 
Ross aad others, it was due to himself to explain 
his own position. He could not say, as the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina {Mr. Srrance] had done, 
that he now took a different view of the language 
employed by the Secretary of Warfrom that which 
he had taken when that communication was first 
laid before the Senate. He sill thought the im- 
port of its language justified the construction he 
then placed upon it. But, he said he had no objec- 
tion to the effect and meaning of that communica- 
tion, as construed by the Secretary himself, in his 
letter to Gen, Scott, since published. If that con- 
struction should be adhered to, he was -entirely 
satisfied, and thought there could be no well found- 
ed complaint from any quarter. ; 

Mr. C. said, as he had risen, he would take oc: 
casion to make a remark or two in reply to the 
Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Souraarp,] who 
had justspoken. As that Senator had intimated 
his intenticn to vote for the bill, he could not see 
the propriety of his observations. That Senator 
had thought proper to state his belief that both the 
treaties with the Seminoles and Cherokees were 
fraudulent, and without any of the sanctions of a 
treaty. : 

Mr. C. said, as the validity of neither of those 
treaties was involved inthe passage of the bill un- 
der consideration, he could see no motive in giving 
wllerance to such sentiments, but to feed and nou- 


rish that spirit of fanaticism which, unfortunately, 
was abroad in a portion of this country, and, un- 
der professions of philanthropy, had been, for some 
years past, seeking the universal guardianship of 
this wide-spread confederacy. One while, Mr. C. 
said, those influenced by this spirit had been found 
intermeddling with the transportation of the mails 
on Sunday, and characterizing it as a national sin, 
which would bring us under the displeasure of the 
Almighty. At another time they were interposing 


in behalf of the poor Indians, and essaying to take | 


care of the national honor! ` At another they were 
impelled, by pure religion, to enlist in the cause of 
the poor negroes, to deprive us of our property 
guarantied by the Constitution, and involve us in 
all the horrors of a servile war. ; 

And now, again, they have directed their atten- 
tion to the poor Cherokees; and, under the professed 
object of preserving therm, and defending their sup- 
posed violated rights, these philaathropic christians 
(good souls) were ready to involve us in another 
Indian war, although it might carry death and 
misery into many families of the white inhabitants, 
and result in the almost total extermination of the 
Indians themselves. Such, Mr. C. said; was the 
character and tendency of this universal benevo- 
lence, which was not content with the management 
of its own affairs, but must take care to direct and 
control those of every body else. A 

But, sir, said Mr.. C. on what ground does the 
Senator from New Jersey undertake to pronounce 
these treaties fraudulent? Mr. C. said there had 
been two treaties with the Seminoles—one at 


Payne’s Landing, in Florida, and the other west of | 


the Mississippi. 
aware that a similar charge had been elsewhere 
made; but he had since seen a publication over the 
signature ofthe high-minded and honorable man 
by whom it had been negotiated, inviting and defy- 
ing investigation. 

[Here Mr. Souraarp interposed, and said he did 
not intend to apply the charge of fraud to the treaty 
of Payne’s Landing—that his remarks only had re- 
ference to that subsequently made west of the Mis- 
sissippi. | 

Mr. Č. resumed, remarking that he was glad 
so much of the charge had been withdrawn. He 
was sure that the high character of the individual 
by whom that treaty had been made, would be a 
sufficient protection, amongst those who knew him, 
against the imputation of any thing like fraud or 
dishonor. 

As to the treaty subsequently made west of the 
Mississippi, Mr. C. said he saw as little gioand for 
censure. He had not had time to examine the 
subject with much attention; but, if he did not mis- 
remember, the treaty of Payne’s Landing stipulated 
that a special delegation shon!d be sent west to ex- 
plore and examine the country contemplated for 
the futare residence of the Seminoles; and, upon the 
contingency that this delegation were satisfied with 
the country, and the Creek tribe were willing to 
receive them, the treaty was to be fully carried into 
eflect by the removal of that tribe. The delegation 
did go west of the Mississippi, and did examine the 
country; and by a treaty then made with the com- 
missioners of the United States—Messrs. Montfort 
Stokes, former Governor of North Carolina; Henry 
L. Ellsworth, now Commissioner of Patents, and 
the Rev. John F. Schermerhorn—ratified and con- 
firmed the former treaty, in all its essential provi- 
sions. Those commissioners were appointed by 
the Government for the adjustment of our Indian 
affairs west of the Mississippi; employed in settling 
limits amongst the several tribes in that region; 
and as he had never heard any complaint that they 
had transcended the powers confided to them, and 
as the treaty had been ratified, he thought it fair to 
presume that they had acted on ample authority. 
Se, Mr. C. said, the Seminoles had given the sanc- 
tion of their acquiescence far nearly three years 
afterwards, and, as he understood, had reaffirmed 
the treaty by a new stipulation to emigrate. It 
sesmed to Mr. C. that these circumstances were a 
sufficient answer to the charge of fraud, and want 
of authority, on the part of the negotiators. 

Well, said Mr. C. what were the facis in regard 
te the treaty with the Cherokees? Commissioners 
of unquestionable respectability had been appointed 


Ia regard to the ‘first, he was | 
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on the part of the United States, to go into the 
Cherokee country and negotiate with the tribe on 
their own soil. Besides the Jarge and respectable 
delegation of the tribe, it was well understood an 
unusually large number of the Cherokees was pre- 
sent at the negotiation, and gave the treaty their 
sanction. Since then, the treaty had not only been 
ratified by the votes of two-thirds of the Senate, but 
it has also received the ‘sanction of the House of 
Representatives, by its co-operation in the enact 

ment of laws to carry it inte effect. How, then, 
could the Senator from New Jersey, with a know- 
ledge of the facts stated, feel: justified in saying he 
believed this treaty was without ‘any of the sanc- 
tions of an instrument of that character? Sir, said 
Mr. C. it has the highest. sanction that can be 
given to any treaty; it has the united sanction of 
both branches of Congress; and to say the contrary, 
when the validity of the treaty is not necessarily 
involved, I repeat, is but to nourish the michievous 
spirit of fanaticism, without the possibility of pro+ 
ducing any good effect whatever.. `. 

Mr. C. concluded by saying he was. far from de- 
siring to consume the time of the Senate unneces- 
sarily, but he had felt called upon to make this brief 
reply to the remarks of the Senator from New 
Jersey, as he thought they reflected injuriously upon 
the character of our country, and were calculated 
to keep alive the discontent known to exist in re- 
ference to these treaties in some portions of the 
Union. He hoped the vote would be takén, and 
the. question put at rest. : 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by a 
unanimous. vote, ` i i 


FINANCES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Frinay, June 8, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT, From the Committee on Finance, to which 
was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 1st May last, di- 
recting them to- take into consideration certain . provisions of 
the deposite law of 1836, made a report thereon, and moved 
that, without reading, it be printen for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that he had looked over the report, 
and concurred with the chairman that it would be very proper 
that it should be printed, A majority of the committee, Mr. 
W. said, were of opinion that it was competent for the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to reappoint, as banks of deposite, such 
bauks as had been appointed under the deposite law of 1836, 
but which had, since that time, suspended specie payments; 
but the committee were further of opinion that, as the law now 
siood, it was not competent for the Secretary of the Treasury to 


‘select and employ any banks, which, since that time, had issued 


and paid out notes of a less denomination than five dollars, 
There was no doubt of the correctness of this opinion, because 
such was the provision ofthe law. As to the other matter res 
ferred to the committee, the expediency of repealing so much 
of the law as forbids the employment of banks that have issued 
and paid out notes less than tive dollars, the committee. came to 
the conclusion that it is necessary to make some modification of 
the law, by fixing another day heyond which they shall cease to 
issue notes less than five dollars; and, in the mean time, permit 
their notes to be received for the dues of the Government. But 
the committee were opposed to an unconditional repeal of the 
provision referred to. The majority of the committee enter- 
tained the opinion that if, in this respect,some provision. be- 
came necessary, it was not expedient for this House to act, till 
the final vote on the Independent. Treasury bill in the other 
House shall be ascertained. Entertaining ‘different views on 
this subject, he gave notice that before the decision of the other 
House is presented, he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
making further provision for the deposite of the public moriey; 
not thathe supposed it possible for such a bill to receive the de- 
cision of both Houses at this session, but because he believed it 
necessary to actinsome way. It was not enough to say that 
the Senate had already acted on the subject. It had taken one 
of the provisions of that bill, (theIndependent Treasury,) and 
passed it into a law by a subsequent act of legislation, which 
showed that those wha voted for it must have been under a 
doubt whether the House weuld act on the bill referred to at 
this session. Tle could not take his seat on this occasion, with- 
out expressing his regret that, after the expiration of threo 
months since the passage of the Independent Treasury bill, 
there was some disposition to revive it, He believed that for 
the last three weeks the business of the country wes going on 
weil—the country was recovering from the depression under 
witch it had long suffered, commerce was reviving; and confi- 
dence was returning. The banks of New York and others had 
resumed specie payments, and there was a prospect of resump- 
tian by those of Philadelphia and the cities south of it. But if 
this ludependent Treasury bill is revived, it will prevent the re- 
sumption of specie payments, and interrupt the returning pros- 
perity ofthe country. Ve bring it vp now, after it was con- 
sidered by the country as defunct, would no nothing else but 
create new alarm anu discouragement. He sincerely hoped 
that those who had theadministraiion of the Government of the 
country, would avail civiuseives of that policy which some phi» 
losopher called masterly inactivity. As things were going on 
well, it could not but be regretted that there should be an at 
tempt to revive that bill, when even the attempt itself must ne- 
cessarily produce alarm. It was his purpose to ask leave to 
introduce a bill to render-more effectual the resolation whieh 
was passed the other day. : F 

Mr. NORVELL protested against what had been said by the: 
Senator from. Massachusetts in relation to the repeal’ of ‘the 


June, 1838. 


957TH Conc. 2ND SESS. 


Finances o 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 
of the Government—Mr. Wright, Benton, Webster. 


377 


Senate. 


Treasury Circular, as connected with the Independent Treasu- 
ry bill. Many Senators, on this side of the hall, in voting for 
the section introduced into that bill repealing the Specie Circu- 
lar, had so voted with reluctance, because they did not consider 
the two subjects properly or necessarily connected; but ihe 
question of repeal being directly presented to them, they were 
bound to sustainit. - When the separate joint resolution on the 
subject subsequently came before us, we voted for the repeal 
with pleasure. We considered the Specie Circular partial and 
sectional in its operation, and as having ceased to have any bene- 
ficial effect. It never had any such effect, except for four or 
five months, 1n checking inordinate speculations in the public 
lands. But its repeal did not impair the objects or policy of the 
Independent Treasury; and it was new ta him that the intended 
action of the other House upon that subject was to be consi- 
‘dered a matter of surprise, either by the honorable Senator, or 
by any oneelse, Certainly no friend of the measure had ever, 
for ene moment, supposed that Congress would adjourn with- 
‘out & direct decision upon it, in one way or the other. Without, 
however, indulging in-any further observations, he would call 
tor the reading of the report. sie, i 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he was not disposed to excite 
a debate on this matter, but he could not discharge what he 
believed to be his duty, and faitto reply to some of the remarks 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, What he had to say would 
not bein reference: to the proposition the gentleman had given 
notice of his intention to introduce, but in reference to a sort 
of surprise he expressed that a measure which he referred to, 
and which having passed this body, had’ been sent to the other 
House, and was there pending, would be taken up and acted on. 
The gentleman spoke of the taking up of this measure, aud 
acting on it by the other House ,as something new and surpris- 
ing. He knew, Mr. W. said, that there had been an attempt, 
vast and persevering in its character, to inculcate the belief 
throughoutthe country, that this measure was ended for the 
present, or to use the language of a gentleman on that floor, 
that it was dea.! and buried. He was not abie to contradict the 
alegation, but he kuew that when it was first made here, he 
expressed his own dissent, and declared that he had never re- 
nounced the hope that the -other branch of Congress would, 
be‘ore the end of the session, consider and decide on that sub- 
‘ject with which the feelings and interests of the country were so 
closely connected. He. had therefore hoped thatany movement 
respecting it would not have been represented here as altogether 
new and surprising. He knew of no expéctations that an 
effort would be made here to consider that measure. He him- 
self had no intention to make such an effert. He also knew 
that by a large number, a disposition had been entertained. that 
itshould not be again considered in either House. But it was 
not right that it shou'd be represented any where, that that mea- 
sure was en:led, and not again to be considered; that to take it 
up and actonit in the body in which it was pending, was new 
and surprising, If such were the expectations of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, he had drawn them from a source not 
Known to him, {Mr. W.] He could not consent to sit by while 
the Senator was making such allegations, without expressing 
his dissent to them. Again the Senator told them that within 
a few weeks the country was springing into new life, that pros- 
perity was returning, and. business reviving, but that this Ad- 
ministration had started up a measure which had.thrown them 
back again. g 

We have seen that measure the subject of constant agitation 
and unreasonable anxiety; and yet they were told that it was 
dead and buried, and that the attempt to revive it would pro- 
duce alarm, embarrassment, and distress. It was against such 
inferences that he was compeiled to speak. He had heard it 
announced from the same quarter, that’ in consequence of the 
passage of a measure to which some importance was attached, 
a resumption of specie paymenis was soon to commence by the 
Bank ofthe United States; and that fact had been announced by 
their greatally himself. Was that ally to recede so soon from 
his purpose, and that, too, in consequence of the apprehended 
attempt of this Administration to revive the Independent Trea- 
sury bill?. If this proclamation is not to be carried into’ effect; 
was itintended to lay the blame at our door?. The Senator 
knew thatal] those who advocatedand supported this Indepen- 
deut Treasury bill here had never abandoned it; and he should 
net be surprised that they still advocate it, and_represent them 
as bringing up as something new that which had been consigned 
tothe tomb, fe ought notto represent it as consigned to the 
tomb tillit is really so. At present, said Mr. W, we do notagree 
that it is. i 

Mr. WEBSTER. The gentieman says if I flattered myself 
that the subject was notagain to be agitated, that I have been 
in great error. V{certainly never flattered myself that they 
would have ceased at any time to urge its passage, if they 
thought they could have done so. It is part of their system— 
part and parcel of their avowed policy. When 1 state that it 
was supposed the matter was at an end, it was not of ourselves 
that. I spoke, where we were in daily habits of conversation in 
relation to these topics; but I spoke of the country, where, I 
undertake to say that the impression is general, ay, very gene- 
ral, that the subject would not be likely again to excite and agi- 
tatethe country, And, sir, let me ask if I have not Very good 
foundation on which to rest such an ‘opinion even for myself? 
Tias it not been continually the party topic of the times? Was 
it not received from the Chief Magistrate at a former and the 
present session? Has it nut twice passed this house, the last 
time by a majority of two votes, and been sent to the other 
House, where it has slept a solid sleep for ninety days? And 
was it likely tosuppose that, at this advanced state of the ses- 


sion ofsix months, and near the time of adjournment. when 
Congress sits even longer than usual—wasit not natural, I say, 
to suppose thatit was abandoned? . Certainly, nothing was more 


natural than to suppose that there was no further disposition to 
disturb it. Mr. W.then went on to show, that, so far as they 
were able to judge from their correspondence, from the articles 
of the daily presses, etc. that the matter was at an end, and 
would no longer excite and agitate the country. The public 
had acted on the belief that we had fallen back on the deposite 
law. Mr. W. concluded by expressing a hope that the subject 
mighi not again be made the means of agitatmg the country, at 
atime when the jate action of the Government had already be- 
gun to be beneficially felt, in the reviving business of eommerce 
and trade. - 

Mr. WRIGHT understood now the difference between the 
Senator and himself. Jt was nat here, then, thatthe impres- 
sion existed that an attempt would not be made to take up the 
measure pending in the other House, but the impression ex- 
isted abroad, He did not know butthat strong efforts had been 
made to produce that impression; but in a paper of the Oppo- 


sition where he had seen it declared that the measure was 
dead and buried, and couid not succeed, he had also seen the 
declaration that it would pass. Now he did not know but this 
last declaration wasa better move than the- other, or whether 
both were not made for the purpese of producing a conviction 
on the public mind unfavorable to the measure. But the Sena- 
tor knew that when the vote to which he alluded was taken in 
the other House, that the House was thin—that the:e were 
some twenty or thirty members absent. The Senator knew 
also, as well as he did, that from that time to this there had 
been a strong controversy inthe public mind as to what would 
be its ultimate fate, 

Mr. BENTON said the conversational debate which had ta- 
ken place appeared to him to beirregular and unparliamentary. 
It is out of order to call in question the action of the House of 
Representatives upon any subject, and to make remarks which, 
even by implication, reprimand or threaten. that House. The 
remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WEBSTER, ] 
seem to imply a reprimand upon the House of Representa 
uves for proposing to revive, as he calls it—to revive the bill 
for the divorce of Bank and State; and he attributes to that re- 
vival the infliction of distress and alarm upon the country. 
Upon this.idea of revival of a bill inthe House of Representa- 
tives, there is certainly some remark to be made. Has the Di- 
vorce bill ever been dead in that body? and if it was dead, have 
not the house a right to revive it? and if they revive it, has the 
Senate aright to animadvert upon them in the nature of are- 
primana, or of a threat, for so doing? How stands the fact? 

Jas the Divorce bill ever been dead in the House of Represen- 
tatives? Certainly not. They have two such bills there; one 
of their own, which has never been acted on, and one from the 
Senate, which has been laid upon the table. Now it is per- 
fectly competent to the House of Representatives to act upon 
either of these bills. Neither of them are dead; and to take 
them up is merely to goon with existing bills, and not revive 
dead ones. If gentlemen, who have carried on a system of 
boasting that the Divorce nil! was dead, perhaps to make it die 
— if these gentlemen have deceived themselves, or others, it is 
their own misfortune, and no cause of censure npon the House. 
The Divorce bill has been in that House, ag sent from us, three 
months; but how many other bills have been there as Jong, or 
longer? The army bill has been there longer, the pre-emption 
till also, the steamboat explosion bill likewise; and the gradua- 
tion bill nearly as long; none of these measures are considered 
dead; nor can it be called a revival when the House shall take 
them up and act upon them. I know not whether the Divorce 
bill will pass the House of Representatives. I never remark 
upon such asnbject in this chamber. I have seen gentlemen 
of the Opposition, for months past, proclaiming on this floor 
that thar. bill was dead and buried in the House of Representa- 
tives. I deemed all such speculation oa the fate of bills in the 
House of Kepresentatives, to be unparliamentary and irregu- 
lar, and never would join in any such remarks, even to express 
a contrary opinion, if I felt it. 

Mr. B. said this was a day to be marked in the history of the 
times; this Friday, the 8th day of June, was a day to be remem- 
bered; for it wasa day on which had commenced, and from 
which time would go. forward, anew war from the political 
part of the banks against the Government and thecountry. The 
Treasury Order of July 11th, 1836, was rescinded. Scarcely 
was itdone, when a billet from the president of the miscalled 
Bank of the United States appears, addressed to an old corre- 
spondent of the other House, in which the writer gives the pub- 
lic to understand that the scales had been knocked from his 
eyes; that he could now see what he could never see before; 
and thatthe vision brought to light by this second sight was the 
immediate resumption of specie payments, and the preserva- 
tion ofa good currency. Now, sir, the insignificance of the 
cause for such great events struck every body. The Treasury 
Order had been inoperative for a year! it had been the same as 
dead since the 10th of May, 1837. Besides that, the Senate had 
passed a bill which contained a clause for its recision three 
months before, and the passage of that clause, in some form or 
other, was known to be absolutely certain in the House of Re- 
presentatives. That order was then no longer a stumbling 
block, even to the blind, to the resumption of specie pay ments; 
its entire recision was nothing but an act on paper, the fact of 
inoperation already existing. Yet this most insignificant circum- 
stance is seized upon by the president of the misca}led Bank of 
the United States to back out from the famous non-resumption 
letter which placed that bank at the head of a confederation of 
insolvent and political banks, so much to its honor both in Europe 
and America! A pretext might be wanting to retreat from that 
le‘ter, or to enable the writer to take a new hold upon h's sub- 
ject, and bottom his non-resumption on a more tenable ground. 
It wasa miserable pretext, and laughed at by every body. 
Fair, open resumption, ifresumption was intended, would have 
been much better. But it would seem, from this day’s pro- 
ceedings, that resumption was not intended; that a shifting of 
ground only was wanted; that a quarrel with the Government 
was the thing desired; and that non-r2sumption was to be the 
policy still, but based upon a new ground, and that ground to be 
founded fu the conduct of the Government itself. I look upon 
the speech ofthe Senator from Massachusetts this day as a re- 
velation from the miscalled Bank of the United States! as a pro- 
clamation that she does not mean to resume! and as a declara- 
tion that she is going on to form her league ef non-resuming 
banks; to revive the old panic scenes of 1833-35; to make al] the 
mischief that she can; and to charge the whole upon the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, or the new Treasury Order, or both; and 
so make war upon the country again for the purpose of govern- 
ing the elections and forcing the Government to submit to her. 
This isthe aspect under which the scenes of this day present 
themselves to my mind; and let the events tell how far they are 
true. Certain lam that the events of this day furnish new and 
potent reasons lor the passage of the divorce bill. It presents 
usa parcel of banks making our action the cause of their re- 
sumption, or non-resum ption, of specie payments; pretending to 
live, or die, as we do this or that. The import of what they pre- 
sent is, that they cannot resume if the Federal Government is 
separated from them; and certain. itis that the Government 
cannot live if it is connected with them. They make their own 
ability to resume to depend on their conjunction with the Fede 
ral Government: now what is this but to admit their insoly ency 
and to require the Government to supply them with credit to 
goon? Itisaconfession of insolvency, if it was true, and a 
pretext for non-resuming if it was not; and, in either event, fur- 
nished new and strong reasons for the passage of the divorce 
bill. k is notsafe for the banks to depend upon the Govern- 
ment; nor for the Government to depend upon the banks. Di- 
vorce, eternal divorce, should be the word; and so fully am J 


convinced of the necessity of that divorce, that I stake my polis 
tical existence upon it, and Iam ready tosink with it. If that 
measure goes down, I am ready. to godown with it. A 

Mr. WEBSTER said it might appear strange to the Senate, 
that he should rise again on this question, but -he could net al- 
Jew the member who Jast addressed. them, or any other, to in- 
dulge in such a course of perversion of remarks made'by. him 
without notice. He did not say, nor intend to. say one word 
disrespectful to the other House. The gentleman called his ré» 
ference to the delay of action by that body ona particular mea- 
sure irregular and unpariiamentary; and on his denial that 
there were any such irregularity, the gentleman boiled over as 
tempestuous-as Etnaor Stromboli, withsmoke, heat, and lava. 
What did he say? He said that the agitation of this question 
again in Congress would necessarily produce agitation in the 
country. He said that he believed that a new attempt to carry 
that question would agitate the country anew; and the gentle- 
man came out with a warm and zealous vindication of. the 
other House, as ifit was assailed. “Non tali auxilio eget’— 
the House didnot want the gentleman’s assistance; it couid take 
care of itself, it knew him, and the denunciations and the vol- 
canic eruption of the gentleman would produce. no effect. 
Every body knew that he was speaking of this measure as one 
that had already agitated the country, and therefore he was 
warranted in saying that an attempt totake up again would agi- 
tate the country anew. 

Mr. BENTON said if the Senator from Massachusetts had 
said nothing to threaten the House of Representatives when he 
was first up, he had certainly done'so now. He had charged 
that House with agitating the country, and preventing the revi- 
val of business, by reviving the Divorce bill. Agitation is the 
word he used; agitating the country, and preventing the revival 
of business, is the accusation which he preters. And bas it come 
to this, that here, on the floor of the Senate, the term agitation ia 
to be applied to the regular and Constitutional action of the 
House of Representatives, on questions depending before them? 
and are they to he deterred from proceeding with a bill by being 
stigmatized on this floor as agitators, and. charged with doing 
mischief to the country? ‘Sir, we have seen agitators assembling 
in public meetings, adopting panic resolutions, sending on dis- 
tress committees wita distress petitions, to this city; all done by 
self-constituted assemblies, acting under bank impulsions; and 
we have seen-all these agitators extolled and applauded on thie 
floor; and now when the Constitutional representatives of the 
people proceed with their “regular duties, they are tobe called 
agitators, and to be charged before hand with creating that dis- 
tress in the country, by agitating measures here, which the poli- 
tical bank party mean to create for their own purposes of mise 
chief, and then falsely charge upon the measures of the Govern- 
ment. This is what they have done before; thisis what they are 
preparing to do again; and this is what these preliminary attacks 
upon the House of Kepresentatives are to cover over, and to 
excuse in advance. Sir, it it time for us to speak out, and to call 
things by their right names; it is time for us to strip off the 
masks, and to exhibit the mischief makers in their odious de- 
formity. Here is an attack in advance upon the House of Re- 
presentatives, to deter it from going on with its business; and 
this attack comes from a class of political banks which have 
been making mischief ever since 1852, and falsely charging their 
own work upon the Government. These banks must be met 
with the language that is due to their conduct; they must be dis- 
criminated from the business institutions, and the stamp of re- 
probation must be fixed upon them. They and their followers 
must be detected and exposed; they must riot be allowed to plot 
mischief against the country, and then come here and falsely 
charge their own machinations upon the Government. 

The Senator from Massachusetts complains of fire and rocks, 
of burning mountains, and rivers of lava; and seems to think 
that I have hurled all these things upon his head. Far be it 
from my. intention to use him so cruelly. 1 only undertook to 
learn the fuiure conduct of the Bank of the Uniied States from 
his present conduct here to-day: and if, in doing this, I have 
been writing on his naked skin with the point of a red-hut iron, 
it may have been the innocent cause of all these confused sen- 
sations about these fiery eruptions, heaving mountains, flow- 
ing rivers, and falling rocks, which have led the gentleman to 
believe that he was standing under the showers of one of those 
volcanic mountains which bury a city in a moment. The 
remedy is to cover the head, and fly. The inhabitants of Pom. 
peiiand Herculneum, in the time of Pliny the elder, covered 
their heads with pillows; let him cover his with a document, 
ans he will come out safe. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that the gentleman, with a remark- 
able emphasis, and with a very warm repetition of the argu- 
ment, insisted on for the last six months, had repeated the 
charge that the Bank of the United States was about to scourge 
the country, witha view to bring about a state of things desira- 
ble to it; and the gentleman had found every time he addressed 
his argument of the solidity of mountains in favor of his pure 
doctrine, that this bank had some such design in view. What 
Was the scourge which the gentleman announced with so much 
emphasis was to go abroad to the country? Why, it wasa 
repetition of the same song so Jong sung that the banks were in 
a state of hostility to the Government, and that their interests 
Were opposed to each other. Who believed one word of this, 
from Dan to Beersheba? The gentleman had taken great ex- 
ception to some remarks which he {Mr. W.]had just made, in 
reference to the action of the House. Why he (Mr. W.}an- 
nounced nothing: he spoke in no one’s behalf, but only gave 
his own individual opinion as to the effect likely to be produced 
by the revival of a particular measure. He only spoke of 
what was apparent to every gentleman who looked at current 
events, and who was acquainted with the business and conr 
merce of the country. Every man atall conversant with cnm. 
mercial affairs, and who was in the habit of consulting the 
public newspapers, would see that a disposition to press the 
Sab-Treasury bill, would seriously affect the business and com- 
merce of the country. The gentleman might entertain a diffe- 
rent opinion. But the gentleman spoke of the great irregulari- 
ty of the reference he [Mr. W.] had made to the proceedings of 
the other House, and stigmatized it as unparliamentary. How 
long was it since a report was made to the Senate by a com. 
iniuee, of which the gentleman was a member, and with the 
gentleman’s concurrence, in which this measure and others 
pending in the other House were spoken of again and again. 
Was this irregular and unparliamentary? Did it not meet 
with the gentleman’s concurrence? And if this report was not 
irregular in the particular referred to, how could he justly be 
charged with irregularity for following the example set by it} 
But the truth was, there was no irregularity in it. There was 
no parliamentary rule applicable to it, I might be irregulag 
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to notice what was said in debate in the other House, because 
the member thus noticed could have no opportunity of reply- 
ing, but it was far different with regard toany measure which 
might be acted on by that body, or passed over without action. 
Are no: their journals (said Mr. W.] sent to us every-day, for 
the purpose of letting us and the country know what they are 
doing, and shall we refrain from.speaking of whatis notorious 
to every body. Besides, if we send them a measure which is 
not acted on fur three menths, itis natural to, suppose that it is 
dead and buried, Why it was the height of affectation to 
say that it was irregular and unparliamentary to notice the 
proceedings in the other House. 

It was idle to have doubts on this subject when every body 
knew the common course of thiugs, waa to speculate on the 
probable fate of measures pending in either House. With re- 
gard to the effect produced by our measures, and the effect pro- 

uced by the delay to act on them in the other Hause, had not 
every body a right to know and comment on it? Are we not 
surrounded by millions of active, intelligent, and industrious 
citizens, whose interests are deeply concerned, and are. we to 
shut our eyes asif we are not seen by them? Such a course of 
conduct was not becoming our condition, or consistent with our 
obligations to the country? I see that the country entertained 
the hope that, after the passage of the joint resolution rescind- 
ing the Treasury Order, no further attempt would be.made to 
take up the Sub-Treasury bill, and that the returning prosperi- 
ty of the country would not be interrupted. But the gentle- 
man said that the same thing as this joint resolution was 
paesed by this body five months ago, in a clause of the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and, therefore, it could not have produced the 
effect attributed to it, But did it receive the sanction of the 
other House? Did it become a Jaw? It did not; and, conse- 
quently, it was to the passage of this joint resolution, as a dis- 
tinct measure, that the retuining prosperity of the country was 
to he attributed. ‘ 

When it was seen. that both branches of Congress, with a 
degree of unexampled eagerness and unanimity, had taken the 
subject of this joint resolution out of the Sub-Treasury bill, 
and passed it as a separate measure, the people had a right to 
understand that the bill would not be acted on; and to speak of 
this was considered the Senator as irregular and unpariiamen- 
tary. Under the state of things existing on the adoption of the 
joint resolution, the public had a right to expect that there 
would be no further auempt to agitate the country by reviving 
this measure, which was considered as defunct. As to any at- 
tempt on his part to reprimand the other House, he did not 
believe that any member of that body would consider what he 
had said in that light. 

Mr. BENTON rose again to say that, since he had sat down, 
a member of the House had communicated to him a piece of 
information, which, if rue, would serve ag a key to unlock the 
door which would give a view of the secret springs which .put 
this day’s proceedings: in motion. The:information is, that a 
letter has this day been received from Philadelphia, stating that 
a bank meeting was held in that city on Wednesday night last 
and that the Bank of the United States put herself at the head 
of.non-resumption, and actually gave the casting vote against 
taking measures for resuming. ‘This is the information. It 
may be true, or it may not be. Ofthis [know nothing; but if it 
is t'ue—ifthat Bank either has fallen back, or means to fall 
back, upon the non-resumption policy indicated in the April 
lett r to Mr. Apams, then the broad light of day is shed upon 
the movement which we have just witnessed. Then we see 
clearly the reason of this coming forward in advance to raise a 
new panic and alarm abou. the Independent Treasury bill—to 
predict ruinous consequences freni the passage, or even the 
discussion, of that bill—and to charge specifically that no re- 
‘sumption of specie payments can take place if the House of 
Representatives goes on with that bill, All this movement 
here, ifthis ia, or shall be true, is to cover the plot of the mis 
called Bank of the United States, and to get a start on the pub- 
lic mind in felsely charging upon the Government the very 
mischief which that Bank is contriving to perpetuate. If this 
information either is true, or shall become true; if this Bank 
either opposed resumption last Wednesday night, or shall op- 
pose it hereafter, then it is clear that the elaborate, argumenta- 
tive letter—the cotton bag letter of April last to Mr. ApAms-~- 
contains the settled policy of the Bank; and that the billet of 
May to the same gentleman was nothing buta juggler’strick to 
shift the reason for non-resumption from the cause assigned in 
the cotton bag letter to the new one disclosed by the Sena 
ter from Massachusetts this day. That billet was looked 
npon from the first, as a flimsy pretext for a change of position 
in the Bank; it was considered by every body asa flimsy pre- 
text; butít now seems that it did not even amount to the ro- 
spectahility of a ridiculous pretext, but was in reality a mere 
juggler’s trick--a mere piece of legerdemain—to conceal an 
evolution on the part of the Bank; to conceal a change of posi- 
tion, and place its non-resumption upon a new basis. Beall this 
as it may, the events ofa few weeks will decide. Hthat Bank 
does not resume, all that is supposition now, will become his- 
torical truth. The public patience, and the public credulity, 
has been sufficiently taxed by the exactions of that Rank on the 
public understanding. When she stopped in May, 1837, it was 
declared to be purely to follow the New York example; that 
she was strong enough to go on; and should take the lead in re- 
suminz. fSo far from taking the lead in resuming, she has been, 
since November last, the sole obstacle to universal resumption. 
Now. when the 100 banks of New York have resumed, she re- 
fuses to follow their lead, is getting up a confederation of inso): 
vent and political banks, of which she is to be the head; and 
finding that the reasons given in the cotlon bag letter are too 
contemptible to be tolerated by the public, a change of reasons 
must be effected; and this notable scheme of a new panic about 
the Indeperident Treasury bill seems to be the delectable device 
falen upon! Sir, I despise such trickery. Yabher it. Ide 
nounce it upon this floor; and I call upon the Senaté and the 
American people to mark it, and to remember it; and, when 
the new distress commences, and when the chorus of accusauion 
resounds against the Government, let the revelations of this day 
he recollected; and let the finger of the miscalled Bank of the 
United States be seen, directing the whole mischief, and charg- 
ing it upon the Government. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would rather have. the hot stones on 
his head than some of the documents. The gentleman seemed 
10 insist that he spoke with the knowledge of the views of the 
Pennsylvania Bank Of the United States. This he Mr. W. 
chose to deny. He only knew what the bank published to the 
world, and nothing more. The gentleman dealt a good deal in 

iotives af others; but take away. that part ofhis argument, 


guld be found in the condition of that warrior Of aiti- : 


quity who, when he was deprived of all his weapons that, had 
been poisoned contrary to the rules of war, was found to have 
no weapons left. $ 


Mr. NILES said that-he was about rising just as. the war be- : 


tween the giants [alluding to Mr. WepsteR and Mr. BENTON] 
commenced, but after such a fight, he might perhaps omit 
what he had intended to say. He had supposed, or at least 
hoped, that the bank war, or what. some called thé war of the 
Government upon the banks, but what he considered as 
the war of the banks and the bank petitioners ‘upon the 
Government, hadceased He had hoped that if there could not 
be a permanent peace, which'the country and all the interests 
so much desired, we might at least have a truce—a temporary 
suspension of hostilities. We all certainly have hada right to 
expect this, since the appearance ofa certain documeùt from 
the head of one ofthe belligerent parties. The paper referred 
to, waa on its face a declaration of peace, or at least a declara: 
tion of the cesation of hostilities. It came upon us somewhat 
unexpectedly, aud was, no doubt, received joyously by the peo- 
ple, tired, if not exhausted in this currency war. It occasioned 
the more surprise, bécause it wad but a few wecks before that 
a new and formal manifesto was issued from the same high 
source, setting forth at length the causes of the war; we were 
told that the two parties were in the field face to face; that it 
was to be a war of extermination; that there was no neutral 
ground; that there could be no compromise; that one of the par- 
ties must conquer. Either the credit system or the hard money 
system, as this manifesto called the policy of the Government, 
must fall, The Treasury Order of July, 1836, was namedas 
one of the causea of the war, but by no means a prominent one; 
the alleged hostility and determination of the Government to 
destroy the banks, seems to have been regarded as the principle 
cause for continuing hostiliues, as set ferth in this famous 
manifesto. 

Immediately after the passage of the act which superseded 
the Treasury Order, a proclamation was put forth declaring 
that the repeal of the Specie Circular had removed all causes of 
war; and we were told that this unhappy controversy was now 
atan end, that the currency was to be restored, and all hostili- 
ties were to cease. k 

Mr. N. said under these circumstaeces he had not doubted 
that we should, at least have a truce, and that the country 
would, fora time, enjoy alittle repose, which all seemed so anx- 
ious for; the merchants, manufactures, and even the banke, 
allclasses seemed rejviced at the prospect of returning once 
more, after so long an. interruption, to-their accustomed pur- 
suits of business, 

But, sir, within a few days. past, these favorable indications 
of a termination of this controversy appear to have suddenly 
change:l, and fresh evidences of hostility have appeared. . The 
new “Treasury Order, which jis predicated on the existing 
laws, is seized upon us asa fresh aggression on the part:of the 
Goverment and new cause of war. Weare alsonow told by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WEBSTER, ] that there is 
a renewed dotermination on the part of Congress to pass the 
Independent. Treasury bill; that this has alarmed the country, 
and was beginning to.agitate the public mindanew. He,Mr, 
N. hadheard the remarks of the Sevator with surprise, and 
considering his known connection and influence with the class 
who control the moneyed institutiens and interests of the coun 
try, he could not but consider his remarks, taken in con- 
nection with the other circumstances to which he had referred, 
as strong evidence that attempts were to be renewed, to arrest 
the progress of resumption, and prolong the present state of 
things. Is the proffered truce to be recalled, the resumption 
arrested, and anew panic to be got up? 

The Senator says that the conntry has been led to believe 
that the Independent Treasury bill was to be abandoned, and 
that the policy of the Administration was changed; and, if he 
did not say, seemed to insinuate, that it was this state of public 
opinion which had encouraged the banks to resume, and led to 
the improvement which had taken place in the monetary 
affairs of the country and the revival of business. We are then 
told of alarm and new agitation of the public mind, by a re 
newed attempt to pass the Independent Treasury nll and new 
measures from the Executive unfiiendly to resumption. 

Mr. N. said he believed all these statements to be incorrect. 
So far as he was informed, there was no such public opinion. 
The country did not believe that there had been any change of 
policy on the part of the Administration or its friends; nor did 
they believe that Congress had abandoned the Treasury bill 
which passed the Senate, He knew not what information the 
Senator may have received, or from what sources it is derived; 
he may have means of information in relation to a particular 
class not enjoyed by othera; but he, Mr. N. spoke of the ordinary 
channels of intelligence, the public press and public meetings, 
which we must regard as the surest indications of public senti- 
ment. Fe had seen nothing in the public press, either on one 
side or the other, of the Administration, that even led him to 
suspect that an opinion prevailed with any party, or any por- 
tion of the public, that there had been, or was to be, any change 
ef policy on the part of the Administration or its friends in 
Congress; and, so far as respected his correspondence, it- was 
in perfect harmony with what he regarded as the tone gf the 
public press, lustead of the expressicn of an opinion that the 
Independent Treasury bill was abandoned, his correspondents 
who made any allusion to the subject expressed the strongest 
convictions that the bill ought to be acted upon and passed at 
the present seesion. And, Mr. President, is jt probable, or 
scarcely possible, that an opinion can have prevailed to any 
extent with any portion of the public, that the Treasury bil! 
would be voluntarily abandoned, or that there had been any 
change in the views of the majority in Congress or the Execu- 
tive in relation to it? Has there been any act, any proceeding 
of either branch of Congress, or any Executive measure, which 
authorized any such opinion? None has been referred to, be- 
cause none exist, except the negative circumstance that the bill 
which passed the Senate has not been taken up in the House. 
This is the only circumstance relied upon; but the delay is 
generally understood to have arisen from the peculiar condition 
of the House, being nearly equally equally divided on this ques- 
tion, its having been occupied with other business, and the 
embarrassments from its own rules. Trere has been no inti- 
mation by any of the friends of the measure that it was to be 
abandoned, and no want of disposition to act upon it at the 
earliest possible period. But why should it be inferred that 
this measure was given up, because it has not been acted upon? 
This ig also the case ef all the important bills which. have 
passed the Senate. . The Army bill, the Steamboat bill, the two 

Land bills, and others, all had.slept.in the same way. He 
learned that one of the Land bills was now under consideration. 


| Has it been supposed “by, the. public that. all these bills have 


been abandoned? He -presumed ‘not. Why, then, shouta H 
bë- inferred that the Treasury bill, the most important measut'a 
of the session, and upon which the Senato had spent early four 
months at the extra and the present session, Wag to be aban- 
doned, simply because the action upon’it has been delayed in the 
House? a 7 A ART Mere pe 3 
What act, then,:has:there boen. of eithor House that could 
have given rise.to the opinion which we:are.told exists? He 
knew of none: a bill, it is true, has ‘passed; supéraeding the 
Treasury Order of July, 1836. But that bill only coritained 
the single principle that there sould ‘be no. discrimination jh 
the different branches of the revenue; but it had nothing to 
do with the management of the finances, or the currency in 
which they are tobe collected and disbursed. ‘These depend 
on the joint. resolution of 1816, and. the deposite ‘act ot 
1836. But, instead of there having been any thing done 
to authorize an opinion that there was. a change | of” ö- 
licy since the. Independent Treasury DIN passedthe Sè- 
nate, the proceedings of the Senate must have satisfied 
the country that there was no change If -there haw ‘been no 
“movement in the House, there certainly has been here. ‘The 
views of this body have been constantly brought into discus- 
sion, and particularly in the vatious. proceedings upon the re- 
solution ef the Senator from Kentucky, {Mr.:Cray.] The 
able report of the committee, the debate, and-all_ the proceed: 
ings of the Senate oni that resolution, must have satisfied the 
country that.in this body, at least, there has been no’ change. 
We go for a separation; if we cannot obtain that, we take what 
comes nearest. to it. If we cannot-carry that measure, we 
choose to remain where we ‘are; we ‘lo not intend bringing 
about a more intimate connection between the’ Government 
andthe banks than results from existing laws, unless it bẹ ‘so 
to modify the deposite act of 1836 as to. remit the, forfeiture 
the banks have incurred by the suspension of. payments. 
Weare willing to place them where they were when: that act 
was passed, or before the suspension. Moré than this they 
can have no claims to. There are restrictions in that ‘act, 
which, if the connection between the Government and the 
banke is to be revived, we intend to hold on ‘to. This is 
our position; and it is, or certainly ought 10 be; known to’ the 
country. There has been no act, no proceeding of the Sehate, 
inconsistent, with it. And yet we are told that the public have 
supposed that the policy of the Administration. and its friend 
is changed; and_it is intimated that it is this opinion, that a 
m $ favorable porse y was be putgued in co tees tg tho 
anks, that has encouraged 41 unption’thgs far.” 
Bir, the. banks’, hiet “hav à 2 acted from a 
more just view. ofthia subjects’ ech Influenced 
by any. supposed change in. the. 


od, y of the Administfation. 
They have not looked to the Government for aid or ercou- 
ragement. They do not ask it, or desire it; itis only the poli- 
ticlans, and the political banke, that desire this: the banks 
which have resumed, have done it froi their own resources; 
they. rely on their own means, and them alone; they depent 
on their own strength, by which they expect to stand. ot fall, 
They know that tho Government has not, and will not, op» 
pose them, or, in the Janguagé of the day, make war upon 
them. This is all they ask; they knaw that: to depend on the 
revenues ofthe Government, would be to lean on a precari- 
ous prop, which, the very moment it is most wanted, might 
be removed. | Baa OT aa : 

The resumption has not commenced; and gone on thus 
far, in consequence of any real or supposed change in the 
policy of the Administration, or of the majority m Congress; 
and if itis now to be arrested, and a renewed effort made to 
prolong the present state of things, let it not be, supposed that 
it can be successfully charged upon any new indication of an 
unfriendly policy towards the banks. If; as he feared was the 
case, the resumption is to be arrested, or such an attempt 
made, a new panic got ap, and the country forced to ‘suf: 
fer still longer the evils and difficulties of ‘a suspension, ‘let 
it not be supposed that it can be charged upon the Admi 
nistration! 3 

That this will be attempted, however, cannot be doubted. 
The country has heen'told from high authority thatthe contro. 
veray was at an end, and that the currency was now to be re- 
stored, Is this proclamation to be revoked, and the war ahout 
the currency to be continued? There are many indications 
that such is the case; and the'speech of the Senator from’ Mas: 
sachusetts is not at all calculated to remove these apprehen- 
sions, considering his connection with the eources whence-these 
indications have appeared. i 

If the resumption is to be arrested, and the derangement and 
suspension of business prolonged, it ie natural that new grounida 
of complaint should be sought for, and urged npon the publi¢ 
viind. Ifthe war isto be resumed, new causes must be as- 
signed; the old ones have. Jost their force. Some new aggrea- 
sions on the partof the Executive, or Congress, must be found 
out, and made use of, to justify the renewal of hostilities: “The 
new Specie Circular is doubtless to be one; and the refusal of 
Congress to repeal or modify some of the restrictions of the 
deposite act of 1836 may be another, We are already told that 
there is a new alarmand agitation of the public mind, in regard 
to the measures of the Government. ; 

Sir, if there is a design to arrest resumption, and prolorig the 
present difficulties, let me say to those engaged in it, whether 
here or elsewhere, that they assume a heavy responsibility, 
Let me also say to them, they will not succeed, The people, 
ofall parties, have got tired of this war about the currency and 
the banks; they want a respite at least, and’all are‘anxious for 
the revival of business. ‘This war has been kept Up bya nnion 
between the politicians andthe banks, the merchants and the 
manufacturers. The advantages of it have resulted to’ the 
politicians aone. To the other classes engaged in the contest, 
it has been attended wich heavy sacrifices; these they have 
borne for more than a year cheerfully; but they have for some 
time shown symptons of uneasiness and dissatisfaétion; they 
begin to be satisfied that it is a contest in which they are to 
make the sacrifices, and the politicians to reap the adyan- 
tages. r 

The merchants and manufacturers never engage in these pa- 

When their busi- 


y F 
E 


usual profits, they. negle 
into party athe: They ar 
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to put down the Administration, they shall ‘ther have. better 
times; that money will be plenty, and their business become 
good. Buton the present occasion thay have struggled long, 
and bot tired of a contest productive of so tittle good to them. 
They areanxzious to return to pursuits more congenial to their 
feelings; they love money better than politics. 

The more intelligent among them algo begin to discover that 
all the clamor about the meastres of the Government being the 
cause ofall the difficulties the country has experienced, {a in- 
tended for political effect. They begin to perceive that the true 
pauses which prostrated the banks, and brought on the commer- 


cial revulsion; lie much deeper than any measures of the Go- 


vernment.. Men of sense; of all parties, cannot but see that ifthe 
banks or the merchants have traded beyond their means.or the 
wants of the country, the embarrassménts which have followed 
can bejustly chargeable upon no one but themselves. He believed 
that the time was not distant when all would be convinced that 
the measures of the Government, having a reference only to its 
own revenues, had much less influence; either for good or for 
evil, on the Currency and monetary concerns ofthe country, than 
is generally supposed. This subject is becoming daily better 
understood; and the more generally it is understood, the better 
for the quiet of the country and the interests ofall, unless it be 
that class of politicians whose cause will flourish only by the 
stimulus of panics. 

Whether an attempt is about to be made to revive the panic, 
he could. not say; nor would he say that the remarks of the Se- 
nator from. Massachusetts. have.any connection with such a pur- 
pose. He koew not what the designs of the Senator may have 
been, but he must say that they were directly calculated to pro- 
duce a new alarm, and prolong existing difficulties. X 


(Mr. WEBsTER remarked that he only meant to say that an | 


attempt, at this time, to pass the Independent Treasury bill was 
calculated to embarràs and delay resumption. } 

Mr. Niues. There has been no grounds to suppose, as he had 
attempted to show, that there would be any chan Ze in the finan- 
cial policy of the Government, The banks commenced resump- 
tion under the influence of this policy, and have experienced no 
inconvenience from it. They have gone on since they hegan 
steadily and successfully, and how can it now be said that an 
adherence to this policy is calculated to retard resumption? 
There was no difficulty in resumption; and he repeated that if 
there was a design, either here or elsewhere, to arrest it for po- 
litical or other purposes, it will not succeed. The merchants 
and manufacturers want to return to their accustomed pursuits 
of making money; all classes want repose, or a short respite at 
least, from this war about the currency; they have suffered 
evils enough from the suspension for more than a year, and the 
general opinion is, thatthe banks can and ought to resume; and 
panic opinion, and the interests of all classes, will compel them 
to doit. 

The question was then taken and the report was ordered to be 
printed, 


SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE, 
Or Norta CAROLINA. 
In Senate, March 29, 1838—On the resolution to 
repeal the Specie Circular. 

Mr. STRANGE addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Ishould have profited little by experience, if I 
did not feel conscious that I shall be in a very 
small minority upon this. question, and I should 
not have troubled the Senate with any remarks, if 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Weresrer,]} 
had not thrown out some observations which ought 
not, in my judgment, to go forth unanswered. That 


Senator could have no motive, so far as this. body | 


is concerned, in addressing us. He. could enter- 
tain no doubt of his favorite measure passing by a 


very large majority, and I am persuaded he did not į 


cherish the slightest hope of winning over here a 
single proselyte. It was far beyond these walls that 
he intended his remarks to take effect; it was upon 


the country at large he designed they shouid ope- ; 


rate. I desire on my part, so far as I may, to coun- 
teract their tendency, and if any feeble voice can 
be heard amid the roaring of the lion, te quiet as 
far as possible the undue excitement they are cal- 
culated to produce. 

When the Senator from Kentucky. introduced 
his resolutions of which the present is a moditica- 
tion, I was absent from the Senate, and I confess 
myself gieatly surprised when I heard it had been 
done. All the topics embraced in them had al- 
ready been fully discussed in this body, and the 


country had been agitated in a degree correspon- ; 


dent to the warmth of that discussion, and 1 could. 
not butfeel surprised that a renewal thereof should be 
solicited. When a man is surprised at a fact, he 
is naturally led to the inquiry why this fact came 
` into existence, and what consequences its authors 
expect to deduce from it. The-acis of men often 
have an obvious palpable design, and another 
more important, hidden from the eye of the super- 
ficial observer; and itis the part of wisdom narrowly 
to examine the acts.of others by which we are 
likely to be affected, and endeavor to ascertain the 
whole compassof their objects, whether primary or 
secondary, palpable or covert. With respect to 
the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, the 
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fending to the arguments advanced in their 
support, were threefold. “Fhe first was relief 
to Government -creditors—increased facility to 
those who directly paid in the revenues of the 
country. I would not deny. to this consideration 
the respect it merits. But legislation should always 
be treated as a necessary evil, and ought never to 
be resorted to but when the demand for its use is 
urgent. Even the most beneficial legislation is apt 
te give rise to mischiefs. not previously existing. 
It is proper, then, for us to inquire whether the 
payers of revenue stand in any such need of relief, 
as even, if we could lawfully do so, would render 
it expedient for us to legislate in their behalf. 
Where is the evidence of any such need? Where 
shall we look for marks of their distress? Or what 
cry of theirs has come to our ears? I have seen, I 
have heard none. There is no such need; and in- 
deed the friends of the resolution do not seem to 
urge this argument with any earnéstness. 

- The second object of the resolutions was the relief 
of the-banks; and in this is, in fact, contained the 
whole pith and marrow of the proceeding. But I 
deny that it will prove a permanent, wholesome 
relief to the banks. A temporary and seemingly 
beneficial effect it may, and doubtless will; pro- 
duce; but that it will infuse sound health into the 
banking system of this country, is an idea opposed 
alike to experience and sound philosophy. So far 
from the present time being favorable for the re- 
newal of the connection between the Government 
and the banks, it is peculiarly inauspicious. 
Who would give a patient, just passing out of the 
cold into the hot stage of an intermittent fever, 
brandy, and other stimulants? Such applications, 


if proper at all, were so when the collapse was first 


coming on, with the hope of averting, or greatly 
mitigating it. But when reaction is commencing, 
and the fever beginning to rise, reason would seem 
to forbid their use. The banks are the habitual 
subjects. of. intermittent fever. Now the tide of 
circulation courses through their arteries in an im- 
petuous current, and now it moves sluggishly 
along, scarcely giving impulse to the powers of 
life. And: what is their present condition?» Is it 
not notorious that they are passing frum a state of 
collapse into that of increased action, which will 
be very soon heightened into a raging fever, to be 
followed, as all must foresee, by another collapse, 
more prostrating than any which have preceded it? 
It is an established maxim in philosophy, that 
action and reaction are equal. In proportion, then, 
as the excitement shall rise, so great will be the 
succeeding prostration. Looking to the interest of 
the banks alone, then, I repeat, this is no time to ad- 
minister to them that strongest of stimulants, a re- 
newed connection with the Government. They are 
now rising from that collapsed state in which a vari- 
ety ofcauses had contributed to throw them; and Na- 
ture, by the application of her great law of reac- 
tion is raising them up with great rapidity, and 
our interference would but precipitate the opera- 
tion beyond the pointof safety. Confidence, that 
magic Being, when roused from her state of torpor, 
is-prone, from her very nature, to run into the 
most extravagant excesses, and requires no en- 
couragement. Business men, tired of the inac- 
tivity which a time of pressure produces, as soon 
as that pressure is removed, rush eagerly into the 
most extensive operations. Stockholders, anxious 
to be indemnified for the very small profits they 
have derived during the season of curtailment, 
press the banks to seize the favorable occasion to 
increase their discounts, and an abundance of mo- 
ney in circulation, enables every man to purchase, 
with a moderate premium, a credit which before 
he had no means of commanding. One stimulant 
gives an increased action to another, and the tide 
of events is setting in one direction. Does not 
prudence, then, dictate to us, that as we have no 
power to check it, we ought, at least, to contribute 
nothing to its extravagant flow, and that least of 
all should we embark the body politic upon its bo- 
som? Take a single instance as a sample of the 
illimitable exgess to which this thing is prone to 
run, as appearing upon the very face of the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Kentucky. They con- 


avowed objects, so far-as ] understand them, from 
‘looking into the resolutions. themselves, or at- 
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tained a proposition. not only: to receive the notes 
of the banks in payment of the public dues, but 
that they. should also be tendered to the -publie 
creditors, and an actual refusal:to receive them. by 
such creditors should precede their being: returned. 
upon the banks for redemption, oy. having. any: 
other medium of payment offered to the.creditar: 
Thus taking a new and most extensive stride in 
making the Government the guarantor of all the 
paper circulation in the couniry. It is true: the 
Senator from Kentucky has stricken out that. por- 
tion of his resolution ; but was that satisfactory tọ 
ali? ‘Did not the Senator from Virginia, [Mr 
Rives,] insist upon retaining it, with some. trivial 
modifications?’ And does not the fact that any - 
member (and that, too, a distinguished one of this 
body) could be found willing to tender to public 
creditors the notes of all the banks in the United 
States, alarmingly indicate the dangers of the sys- 
tem ont of which the proposition springs, and fur- 
nish a striking admonition of what it is likely to 
bring upon the country? But, sir, the policy. of 
connection between the Government and the banks 
presents a very wide field for discussion, and as I 
have heretofore occupied it pretty extensively, I 
forbear for the present to. enter it farther. 

The third object of introducing the, resolutions 
seemed to be the abolition of an odious discrimina- 
tion in the medium of payment for the public lands 
and the ordinary customs: Now, sir,.I am well 
aware that this discrimination is odious to the peor 
ple, andit is natural, and perhaps right, that it 
should-be so; and the gentlemen in the Opposition 
have spared no pains in availing themselves of 
this circumstance. to excite popular prejudice 
against the Administration. I wish they had been 
equally diligent in pointing out to them the source 
from whence this principle of discrimination 
springs. lam content that they shall address the 
people in the strongest terms against discrimina- 
tion, if they will let them know, at the same time, 
in what soil this noxious plant finds its growth. 
The Constitution never contemplated the exercise 
of any such discrimination, because it contemplated 
but one medium—the precious metals~—in the co} 
lection of its dues. If the finances of the country 
had always been administered in the currency re- 
cognised by the Constitution, every man would 
have understood at once what he had a right to re- 
ecive from the Government, and in what he, was 
bound to pay it; and there would have been no diş- 
crimination and no murmuring. The necessity for 
discrimination grew out of the joint resolution of 
1816—the first legal authority for receiving the 
dues of the Government in paper money. If gen- 
tlemen really desire to abolish discrimination, let 
them repeal this resolution. I have voted for its 
repeal as the most effectual, and, indeed, the only, 
mode of dispensing with discrimination. So long 
as the Government dispenses with the constitational 
currency, discrimination will, of necessity, exist; 
and pass what law you may to limit or prevent it, 
discrimination must, in spite of them, prevail in, 


. practice. If you wish to overcome an enemy, level 


your blow at his real lurking place; if you intend 
effectually to destroy an evil, cut it up by the roots. 
Repeal the joint resolution of 1816, and force your 
public officers back upen the constitutional cur- 
rency, aud you will hear no more complaints about 
inequalities in the media of receipts and payments. 

The Senator from Massachusetts has favored us 
with a history of the circumstances which gave 
rise to, and attended, the passage of the joint reso- 
lution cf 1816, and with his opinion of its charac- 
ter and design. So far as his historical reminis- 
cences are concerned, I am not at all disposed to 
question their correctness, they suit my purpose, 
and enable me to arrive at a very different conclu- 
sion from his as to the operation of that act. The 
tramers of our Constitution were hard money men, 
and it was a hard money Constitution, It was their 
design that the Government should collect its dues 
in gold and silver, and such was the primitive prac- 
tice. The practice of receiving bank paper crept 
in, and gradually progressed, until every thing 
which bore the name of money, in the form of 
bank notes, was accepted by the public officers, 
and grew into an obvious and pressing inconveni- 
ence. The current values of the notes received 
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were exceedingly various, and grew daily more so. 


The nominal receipts of the Government were far 
beyond its real income, and the depreciated cur- 
rency in which its revenue was collected forced it 
into acts cf injustice to its creditors, as well as to 
be a heavy sufferer by losses to itself. The perni- 
cious and corrupting influence of this state of things 
was perceived and felt by every man of the least 
reflection. It rendered the Government a partici- 
pant in agreat gambling concern, having itself the 
largest stake in the game. The gamblirig spirit 
was pervading the community; and of all the spi- 
rits furnished from the legions of Satan, none is 
more corrupting to the individual or community of 
whom it takes possession than the gambling spirit. 
The public officers, it is true, had assumed upon 
themselves without any authority, and as the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts justly remarked in another 
part of his argument, would have been liable to the 
Government forthe amount of their receipts in 
specie. But this right couldnot be enforced with- 
out the utmost cruelty, if it could have been en- 
forced at all to the full extent; for the difference be- 
tween the real amounts in the hands of the ofti- 
cers and the nominal amounts received. could 
scarcely have been realized out of the whole pro- 
perty of both the officers and their securities. 
But besides this, although the Government had not 
expressly authorized the receipt of bank paper, it 
was cognizant that it was done, and, by ils silence, 
connived at the act; and having so long stood by 
without any word of disapprobation, or preseribing 
any limits to the exercise of this assumed power of 
the receiving officers, it would have been highly 
unjust to have held them to a strict account for do- 
ing what had not been disapproved in their prede- 
cessors. For the past, then, there was no remedy; 
and the question was, what should be done for the 
future. Must they submit to the evil, or endeavor 
to prevent or altogether restrain it? They might 
have adopted the latter course, and warned their 
officers that the connivance heretofore extended to 
them should be henceforth withheld; that a rigid 
account would in future be exacted, and nothing but 
the constitutional currency received from them; and 
if they received ought else, it must be at their own 
peril. Or, they might have gone still farther, and 
actually prohibited the receipt of bank paper, and 
made it penal in the officer tu accept it from any 
debtor. But every one agrees they did neither of 
these things. And why did they not? I may be 
greatly mistaken in my conjecture, but I verily be- 
lieve (hat this bold and salutary measure. was pre- 
vented by the same intluence which now distracts 
our counsels, and paralyses our energy—that of the 
banks, in all its subtlety and complication. It was 
an influence Jess suspected then than now; but, on 
that very account, nearly as potent, although much 
less extensive. The banks had then, as now, their 
stockholders, their officers, and above all, their 
debtors, through whom they exercised their imper- 
ceptible and magic spells on all classes of society. 
Now, it is true, we are conscious of the fact; but, 
like Gulliver, we find that while we have been 
sleeping, the Lilliputians have so multiplied their 
pigmy chains, that we strive in vain to put forth 
our strength: our contemptible foes have thickened 
around us, and now openly add to the bonds which 
hold us down, and mock at our exertions to break 
through them. Then they were exerted secretly, 
and almost unconsciously; but were sufficient then 
as they are now, to enslave the legislative will, and 
forbid an absolute repudiation of bank paper, and 
an administration of the finances in the mode pre- 
seribed by the Constitution. But this influence 
was not merely negativein itsaction. It did not 
stop at preventing the Legislature from prohibit- 
ing the Executive from receiving any thing but the 
constitutional currency. It went further, and 
forced it to abandon its attitude of mere connivance, 
and for the first time to authorize, as I say, the re- 
ceipt of bank paper, and, as says the Senator from 
Massachusetts, to command it. 

And this brings me to that question between us, 
whether the joint resolution of 1816 is a permission, 
or a command. I was somewhat surprised, but 
even more amused, at perceiving how the force of 
truth had compelled the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, almost unconsciously, to abandon for a mo- 


ment the ground so. strenuously maintained by him 
at the extra session, in stating the object of this re- 
solution. He said it went no further than to give 
the Secretary of the Treasury permission to receive 
the notes of specie-paying banks, and to prohibit 
the reception of the notes of those which did not pay 
specie. This is precisely my idea of its operations 
and I am sorry that the Senator did not rest there. 
But he quickly returns to his first love, and insists 
that it is mandatory upon the Secretary, in the 
first clause, to receive the notes of specie-paying 
banks, as well as in the second not to receive those 
which do not pay. The Senator commences his 
argument by saying, that gentlemen in this cham- 
ber had spoken of the resoluticn of 1816 as having 
created the practice of receiving bank paper for 
revenue. I have heard no such declaration made. 
I have never heard it contended that this resolution 
gave rise to the practice; but I have heard it insist- 
ed, and as I think properly, that it is the first legis- 
lative direct. authority for so doing. What was 
done before was upon the private assumption of the 
officers themselves; the Government merely ac- 
quiesced in the practice until it became unreasona- 
ble to hold the officers’ acts unwarrantable, or to 
visit upon them their censequences. But by the 
resolution of 1816 the Government was no longer 
a mere acquiescent stander-by, but deliberately and 
solemnly, by legislative action, sanctioned the pro- 
ceeding. The Senator then proceeds with his ar- 
gument to show that it was not merely permissive 
to the Secretary to receive bank notes, but that it 
commands him to receive those of such as pay 
specie; and says, in the first place, the resolution 
is mandatory, and prohibitory, in its very nature. 
This I do not question. I freely admit that the 
resolution commands whatever it does command, 
and. prohibits whatever it does prohibit; ‘and in 


stating the argument in this way, the Senator exhibits 


more adroitness. as a logician than fairness asa 
politician. The true question is, what does the 
resolution command, and what does it prohibit? It 
commands, as E say, and nothing more, that. the 
Secretary shall proceed as soon as possible to col- 
lect the public revenue in the constitutional cur- 
rency, or &c. and prohibits, as the Senator from 
Massachusetts justly says, the reception of any 
part of it, after a given day, in the notes of un- 
sound banks. Let any plain man read the act, and 


he would find no difficulty in its construction: 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, re- 
quived and directed toadopt such measures as he may decm 
necessary to Cause, ag soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts, 
or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the United 
Siates, to be collected and paid in the legal currency of the 
United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of the Bank of the 
United States, as by law provided and declared, or of notes of 
banks which are payable and paid on demand in the legal cur- 
rency ofthe United States, and that from andafter the 20th 
day of February next, no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of 
money accruing or becoming payable to the United States, as 
aforesaid, ought to be collected or received, otherwise than in 
the legal currency of the United States, or ‘Treasury notes, or 
notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks, 
which are payable and paid on demand in the said currency 
of the United States. 


Here, then, is the act itself, and if any man of 
unbiassed mind can have any doubts about its 
meaning, the English language is a mere snare to 
entrap plain men—a plaything for the amusement 
of logicians. To whom is the act directed in its 
mandatory and prehibitory character? To the pub- 
lic debtor or to the public officer? Does it say that 
the public debtors may hereafter pay their dues to 
the Government in such or such currency, and 
shall not pay it in such and such? Does it not, on 
the contrary, say that the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry shall collect them in such or such, &c. and that 
they ought not, after such a time, to be received in 
such and such, &c? Now, I care not what relation 
the person commanded may bear to the command- 
ing power, if the command be in the alternative do 
this, or this, or this, the person commanded has ful- 
filled the command if he does either of the three, 
and if nothing more is said in the command, itis 
surely left.to the person commanded to adopt 
either of the alternatives he may think proper. If 
there was no alternative expressed in the command, 
of course there would be no place for choice; and, 
if in an alternative command, the option had een 
intended for another than the persen commanded, 
it would have been so expressed. ad the resolu- 
tion of 1816 intended to confer the option on the 
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debtor, it would have been so expressed... The coim 
mand, however, was addressed to the public offiger, 
and it was in Substatice as if the Government had 
said to him, I am entitled. to receive from you speeie 
for all my dues which you have collected, or ought 
to have collected, but I ain’ seiisible of thë difficul- 
tiss which have surrounded. you, and will probably 
continue to surround you. » You have collected the 
revenué.in all sorts of paper currency, some of 
which is utterly worthless. Of what is past we will 


> say ‘nothing, but in future you: may collect the res 


venue in the Constitutional currency, or in the 
notes of specie-paying banks, and either of these 
will be received by me as equivalent to specie; but 
the worthless trash of non-specie-paying banks you 
ought not to receive, for that I will not take at your 
hands, neither dol choose to run the hazard of your 
being able to make it good to me in specie. Nothing 
is hinted in all this of the. option being left with the 
debtor. Such is the obvious construction which a 
plain unsophisticated man would put. upon this re- 
solution, applying to it nothing but the simple rules 
of grammatical construction. EPutsuppose the lan- 
guage were more ambiguous than. it is, and 
we were driven to the application of, téch- 
nical rules in. reaching ‘the. legislative. meaning. 
The Senator from Massachusetts: well. knows 
that in the construction. of statutes. the ‘most ap- 
proved professional guides are attention to the old 
law—to the mischief -éxisting under it, and to the 


_ remedy for the mischief. Let us, then, apply this 


rule to the case before us. What was'the old law? 
.We may take either the law of: 1789, requiring the 
payment. of the revenue in money, and the practice 
springing up under it msidering: every. thing 
having the name of bank paper.as money; ‘or the 
practice alone, as constituting the old Jaw... What 
was the mischief? ‘Obviously the throwing ‘upon 
the Government a vast quantity. of currency of 
unequal value, or of no value at all, and a conse- 
quent injustice to the public creditor and an ine- 
quality in the levy of the taxes and customs. 
What was the remedy? Plainly as all other reme- 
dies—~a removal. of the mischief. The mischief 
was not an oppression of the public debtors, a 
rigid exaction from them of the constitutional cur- 
rency, a refusal to take from them the mingled cur- 
rency of. the country, and thus subjecting them-to 
loss and inconvenience, but precisely the reverse— 
a too facile acceptance of ‘what. they might think 
proper to offer, to the lass of the Government and 
the wrong of its creditors. It would.be a strange 
remedy of this evil to pass a law giving to these 
very debtors a privilege which they had not before, 
of offering at their own choice any and every cur- 
rency, and commanding to the officer a laxity 
which he had already manifested himself too wil- 
ling to indulge; making it imperative.upon him. to 
do-that which against the law and against the inte- 
rest of the Government and its creditors, whom he 
represented, he had already shown himself but too 


| prompt to perform. . Take, then, either the natu- 


ral or artificial rules of construction, and ‘it’ is 
equally clear that the first branch of the joint reso- 
lution of 1816 was not mandatory, but permissive; to 
be restricted in its exercise by the second branch, 
which is the really remedial branch, «directed 
against the receipt of inconvertible paper money. 
But the Senator from Massachusetts says that bank 
paper ought to be received from the public debtor, 
because Congress says it ought to be received. 
This is a mere petitio principii, an assumption of 
the very position about which we dispute. [deny 
that Congress has ‘said that it ought to be received. 
It has said no more than that it may be’ received, 
and that the paper mentioned in the second clause 
ought not to be received. But the Senator further 
urges, that if the first part of the resolution was not 
mandatory, the second could not be prohibitory. 
Now, I do not see any logic in this mode of rea» 
soning. The deduction seems to me to be a per- 
fect non sequitur. Such reasoning is even more 
inconclusive than some examples of -ingenioas 
‘sophism, in which is syllogistically demonstrated 
what every man of common. sense knows. to be 
false. Such, for instance, asthis: a man‘is‘a two- 
legged animal, a goose is a two-legged animal; 
therefore, a man is a goose. < But, ‘Sir, these inge~ 
nious devices will not avail. They. will. not serve 
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to wrest plain English from its obvious meaning. 
Every rule of construction results in showing that, 
by the resolution of 1816, a power of discrimina- 
tion is vested in the Secretary. A discrimination, 
then, first directly given. by legislative action; and, 
if gentlemen wish to take it away, let them unite 
with me in repealing that resolution. In so doing, 
they will part with what has been to them. a most 
efficient and artful electioneering topic; but will, at 
the same time, do much towards the restoration of 
a violated Constitution. i 

Thave now commented upon the three apparent 
or avowed-objects embraced in this measure; but I 
have intimated, and I now distinctly say, that its 
covert designs are, in my judgment, much more 
important, and still more objectionable. There are 
few books more stored with wisdom than that 
which is put into our hands in an early stage of 
our progress in the acquisition of the dead lan- 
guages—a book in which, like many other ancient 
works, the contributions of men of different places 
and ages are brought together, and all attributed to 
‘one man—the book I allude to is Æsop’s Fables. 
Among these fables is one full of useful moral, in 
which a cat is represented, who, having exhausted 
all other devices in bringing within her reach the 
mice whom melancholy experience had render- 
ed wary, fell upon the expedient of covering her- 
self copiously with meal or flour, and laying her- 
self down in a tub where that article was went to 
be kept; that the cheated mice, tempted by hunger, 
and mistaking her for a mass of flour, might ap- 
proach to eat, and be themselves eaten. The Fede- 
ral party have, in like manner, been striving, from 
the beginning of our national existence, to devour 
the people, and have occasionally made upon them 
successful onslaughts. But the people have be- 
come so very suspicious, that not only a change of 
name has been found necessary, but a change in 
their appearance and apparent desigas. They now 
pretend that they are the true friends of the people; 
that the measures of the Administration are leading 
them to ruin and starvation, while those proposed 
by them will lead to plenty and satiety; that their 
measures will scatter money in abundance over the 
land, open vast commercial facilities, people our 
western wilds, multiply the steam-moved palaces 
which float upon our waters, and, in short, present 
to every man in the country food and raiment, 
without any care or labor on his part. With this 
fallacious show they tempt the people as treache- 
rous puss did the mice, to-place themselves in their 
power, and with the same purpose of working their 
own will upon them to ruin and devour them. 
While they profess a purpose of assisting the pub- 
lic debtors, of aiding the local banks, and, through 
them, the people, scattering plenty over the land, 
and abolishing odious discrimination, their real de- 
sign and primary object is to ix upon. us a United 
States Bank. The measure proposed will, in two 
ways, tend powerfully. to that result. First, by in- 
creasing bank issues to an extent so extravagant as 
must necessarily result in a derangement of the 
currency altogether insupportable, forcing many, 
with all their consciousness of its evils, to fly toa 
United States Bank as the only remedy. And, se- 
condly, by producing so intimate a connection 
between the Government-and the banks as to give 
entire effect to that specious argument, that what- 
ever the Government treats as money is money, 
which it is bound to regulate; that the Government 
does treat the local bank notes as money, and is 
therefore bound to regulate them, which it-can 
only do by a United States Bank. In this way is 
preparation making to subdue, imperceptibly, the 
public will to'that which it now abhors, to lead it 
into difficulties, from which it is thought. there will 
be no other mode of extrication. — 


The original resolutions were much more. objec-~ 


tionable themselves than the present, but they were 
not so dangerous, for they-did not so well disguise 
the ultimate tendencies of the system they were de- 
signed to advance. They required what had never 
been done before in this Government, that bank 
paper should be tendered to the public creditor, and 
that too in the face of the sent:ment avowed by all 
parties, that nothing but gold. or silver, or their 
unquestionable equivalent, ought ever to be paid 
to a public creditor. Acknowledged policy, and 
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not a sense of ifs impropriety, induced the mover 
of those resolutions to part with that feature against 
the earnest opposition of the Senator from Virgi- 
nia. But, disguise it as they may, this resolution, 
even as now modified, is but one of the series of 
untiring efforts made by the Opposition to bring the 
Government back to a connection with the banks, 
and to render that connection even more intimate 
than ever: the termination in a United States Bank 
becoming more certain in proportion to the intima- 
cy of that connection. To promote this object, the 
most specious, and yet the most fallacious, appeals 
are made to blind prejudice. They tell us that in 


the receipt.of bank notes the Government does | 


nothing more than is done by every citizen of the 
country; that every citizen receives in his dealings 
the notes of solvent banks. But is it not apparent 
that the case of the Government and the citizen are 
not parallel and can not be rendered so. No law 
compels the private citizen to take bank notes; 
neither does any citizen in advance, notonly for a 
day, but for all time, bind himself to take the notes 
of every bank which may happen to pay specie. 
Itis true, if at any given time a bank note is ten- 
dered him, he receives it or not, according to cir- 
cumstances; according to the ability of his debtor 
to give him that or any thing better; according to 
the hazard there may be of his losing his debt if he 
does not take what is now tendered; according to 
his present ability to make the particular money 


available to him as so much specie; according to | 


his knowledge of the actual present value of the 
note, or his judgment of the substantial soundness 
of the bank issuing it. By the joint resolution of 
1816, if bank notes were to be received at all, the 
public officers were very wisely left in all these re- 
spects in a situation very similar to that of the pri- 
vate citizen, and acted upon his official responsi- 
bility. But by this resolution you, as it were, 
“bind him fast in fate.” 


moment, his action is fixed. The slightest pervi- 
sion of coming events is forbidden him; none of 
that clairvoyance by which a sagacious man may 
look through the brick walls and iron grates of 
banks into those vaults which are often hollow and 
empty enough when the bank wears a very fair 
exterior, is allowed him. Whatever losses he may 
see in futuro for the Government, he must yet take 
the paper. Besides this, does not every one know 
how readily this legislative deciaration . will be 


-seized upon by the banks and their friends as an 


agreement or contract on the part of the Govern- 
ment to take their notes, and how embarrassing it 
may prove te the Government in its future . move- 
ments? How widely in this does the Government 
differ from the private individual who keeps his 
purposes in his own bosom, and acts upon them, 
nay, forms them as circumstances arise, and is in 
no danger of having demanded of him as a right 
what he merely yields as a favor, or in simple re- 
ference to his own convenience? From all these 
difficulties we were measurably free under the joint 


resolution of 1816. And hereI wil! frankly con- -f 


fess (for I have no political secrets) that I was 
much surprised that many of my political friends 
should have been dissatisfied with the Independent 
Treasury bill as sent from this body to the other 
House. In connection with the joint resolution of 
1816, I consider it stronger than the bill as amend- 
ed by the Senator from South Carolina. I voted 
for that amendment, it is true, because I dis- 


covered that, with such an amendment, it would | 


command some support which it would not without 
it; but, for myself, I, in truth, preferred the bili as it 
passed this body. As the bill stands, we are free 
from any compacts or entangling alliances with 
the banks, while the amendment contains provi- 
sions which, whether so designed or not, will be 
construed into stipulations on the. part of the Go- 
vernment, which the banks will insist upon enfor- 
cing, and make the pretext for demanding other 
concessions. If we have any thing to do with 
banks at all, I wish to be perfectly free from per- 
manent contracts with them. I wish to be free as 
air—free as the Constitution made us. I wish the 
Government to be as the individual is, at liberty to 
make use of banks or let them alone, according to 
its own convenience or-exigencies, With the bill 
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- tion by its enemies. 


- when received, and demand specie. 


“force them to grind the people.” 
| boasted convertibility. 
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as it passed this body, had F the ‘administration of 
this Government, (as I never expect to have,) I 
would, under the joint resolution of 1816, have re- 
ceived the notes of such banks 4s I considered per- 
fectly safe, and following the example of the Uni- 
ted States Bank, I would have made: short settle- 
ments with the banks, and demanded © specie for 
their notes. I would not have done so from any 


-disposition to make war upon. the banks, as is erro- 


neously. attributed to the friends of the Administra- 
I am. certain no such feeling 
exists in my bosom, and I am well. convinced it 
exists in the bosom of very few of the friends of the 
Administrations My object in making these set- 
tlemments, would be to’ render the Government in 
practice what even the gentlemen on the other side 
say it is in theory—a hard money Government. 
Buc gentlemen say it is in practice a hard money 


‘Government, while it takes only convertible paper; 


that there is no real difference between'specie and 
paper convertible at pleasure into specie. Now it 
is not necessary for us to inquire into. the truth of 


i this proposition until a state of facts arises in 


which it may be brought into practical action. 
The paper which is called convertible, is not so in 
fact. There is, in truth, little or no really con- 
vertible bank paper in the country, and never will 
be while the present banking system continues. 
This fact has: not been sufficiently -pressed upon 
public attention, and the delusion produced by the 
talk of the gentleman on the other side has been 


- suffered to take quiet possession of the public mind. 


Gentlemen practice a sort of legerdemain upon us: 
they say convertible paper is equal to gold and sil- 
ver, and they hold up to us something which they 
tell us is convertible paper, and is, therefore, as 
good as gold and silver; but they take care to divert 


| our attention from the inquiry whether. what they 
ii thus hold up to us be in truth convertible paper? 
You chain up all his fa- ii 
, culties, and if a certain state of facts exist at the 


They know very well it will not bear this in- 
vestigation, and, therefore, resort to all sorts of 
contrivances to prevent us from making it; they 
even represent it as the height of oppression and 
unjust cruelty todo so. Do not gentlemen now 
directly say, that they are doubtful whether the 
Government can be trusted to carry out this reso- 
lation in its spirit, and whether some further guards 
ought not to be thrown around the banks. They 
are apprehensive that the Goveinment will not 
play into the hands of the. banks, and circulate 
their paper, but will return their notés upon them, 
And why are 
they apprehensive?. It is the conviction that 
such a test might expose the jugglers, and discover 
the mystic secret. They say to the Government 
in one breath—‘You ought surely to take this, for 
it is convertible into gold and silver—you have 
only to ask at the bank for the gold and silver, and 
you will be certain to obtain it;” but in the next they 
say—‘‘It would be exceedingly ungenerous in you to 
ask the banks for the specie; this would be making 
war upon them, and through them upon the peopte: 
for you would be certain to break the banks, and 
Such is the 
It amounts to this: Only 
believe this to be equal to gold and silver, and it will 
be just as good as if it were so. Iis true, I tell you, 
if you make the experiment you will be sure to find 
it otherwise; but still it will be generous and pa- 
triotic in you to believe it, and, therefore, you 
must do so, although the evidence is all against it. 
It is astonishing to me that so large a portion of 
the people should be gulled by this everlasting din 
about convertibility, when the very priests them- 
selves tell them that their god will not bear exami- 


. nation; when they tell them in one breath that the 


bank notes are convertible, but that it would ruin 
the banks to ask them to convert them. It is ama- 
zing that gentlemen should attempt such im- 
positions upon popular credulity, if the banks are 


| able to redeem their paper, it cannot ruin them to 


do so; and if they cannot, why then it is obviously 
not convertible. I know well the decsitfulness and 
flexibility of the human mind—that predisposition 
isevery thing-—that “trifles light as air, are to the 


„jealous confirmation strong as proof from holy 


writ”——that, to the credulous, the most absurd pro- 
positions may be made to wear the show of proba- 
bility; but that such absurdities as those on which 


I am remarking should be swallowed by a whole 
people, fills me with wonder inexpressible. Tsin- 
cerely wish the people would look into this system 


of hocus-pocus, by which they have been so long | 


deluded. 

Gentlemen spoke of the present low state of our 
Treasury as presenting an occasion most advan- 
tageous for the renewal of. our connection with the 
banks: This topic was an important one, but it 
looked in precisely the opposite direction from. that 
suggested by the other side. A small revenue—one 
hot exceeding the watts of the Government—was, 
ün many accotints, highly desirable. Many of our 
troubles had grown outof an expanded revenue; and 
our connection with the banks has been the main 
cause of that expansion. Qur disconnection with 
the banks, and a Yeduction of our revenue, have 
been nearly coincident events; and a continuance 
and completion of the disconnection will ensure us 
a moderate revenue; and a consequent. economical 
expenditure. A renewal of that cofinection will 
be a renewal of surpluses and of all the troubles 
incident to them. No man, who is not wilfully 
blind, can fail to perceive the overpowering influ- 
ence of banks over public affairs. Itis obvious 
that, while the connection exists between the Go- 
vernment and the bahks, the larger the revenue of 
the one, the greater the trading credit of the other. 
The interest of the banks, then, would be to in- 
érease the revenues of the Government; and there are 
a thousand disguised modesin which schemes might 
be brought forward to effect their object. This ob- 
ject being accomplished, it would naturaliy lead on 
toa great pecuniary catastrophe, and, in alarm and 
desperation, even constitutional doubts would be 
yielded by many to the supposed necessity of the 
times, and a United States Bank be chartered. 

But why do certain policians press the recharter of 
a United States Bank with so much zeal upon the 
country? Is it from any particular regard to. the 
thing itself, or .a belief that is for the real good of 
the country? No, sir, no! Some may so believe, 
but my charity does not extend so far in favor of 
those who are most clamorous for this measure. It 
isa convenient hobby for riding into the Presi- 
dency, which gentlemen are anxious to mount. It 
isa mistake that thisis a hobby which will not 
carry double. It is one large enough and staunch 
‘enough for many to ride; and he who rides it suc- 
cessfully, may takea whole army of friends behind 
him. Sir, we shall never have quiet in this coun- 
try, while this chamber is made the arena of Presi- 
dential strife—the theatre on which is to be decided 
who shall be elevated to the Chief Magistracy of 
this land. -As-long as this continues to be the case, 
no question will be discussed with reference merely 
to the public welfare, but in relation to whose 
Presidential prospects it will be likely to advance. 
I wish I could see the Constitution so amended, and 
I yet hope to-see it, as to exclude from the Presi- 
dential canvass every man who is, or has been, 
within three years, a member of either house of 
Congress. When that shall be the case, we may 
hope to see questions discussed in this body exclu- 
sively upon their merits, and speeches published to 
inform, ‘and not to mislead, the people. Yes, sir, 
the United States Bank is used, like the elephants in 
ancient warfare, as a most powerful auxiliary, and 
destructive to:any foe against which its fury can be 
successfully directed. But I warn the gentlemen 
on the other side that they may be exposed to the 
same danger that, they will remember, sometimes 
overtook those of ancient times who. used elephants 
in battle—the. ponderous allies occasionally turned 
upon their friends, and trampled in the earth those 
who trusted in them for vieiory. I rejoice, Mr. 
President, that the elephant to be used in the com- 
ing war has been so early paraded before us; that 
we have had time allowed us toexamine his struc- 
ture and appearance, and become accustomed to 
his roar, so that we may not be overcome with sur- 
prise at the one, or alarm at the other. I am happy 
to'say that he is likely to prove a very harmless crea- 
ture~-that he is so miserably put together as to be 
very deficient in strength, as well asin tractability. 
He isso wretchedly misshapen, that even ‘his.own:. 
friends are ashamed of -him, and will not; T think, ; 
‘venture’ to trast:themselves ‘with him in the day of., 
‘battle. Non’, kam ipersaaded, but the fearless 
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rider who has brought him upon the field would }| 


venture to. mount so unpromising a brute, and ` 
I doubt not even he will find reason to repent his 
rashness; ; : 
Mr. President, two great political-parties have : 
ever divided this country; and the leaders of each : 
should openly and fairly set forth their principles, 
and leave it to the people, the only ‘true and legiti- ` 
mate arbiter, to decide between. them. ‘Let things | 
be presented to. the:people in their true character; ; 
let them see things as they really are; and let us ` 
have no move cats in ‘the ‘meal tub. I, for oue, | 
support the present Administration, because I think ' 
I understand its general principles, and approve 
I have nothing else to bind me to-it but the . 
promotion of those great Democratic principles 
which are identified, in my judgment, with the true 
interésts of this mation; and those very measures 
which the Opposition are now denouncing, they 
will find themselves compelled, should. they ever : 
get into power, to adopt, or they will soon be 
hurled by the peaple from the places they shail 
have obtained. ‘These principles are too dear to 
the people of the United States ever to be aban- 
doned by them; and no Administration which does 
not adopt them for its government, can maintain 
its place any longer than it can succeed in deceiv- 
ing and gulling the p-ople, by the same acts which 
gets it into power. One of these principles is econo- ; 
my in public expenditure; a principle without 
which Republican purity and simplicity cannot 
exist. Conscious of this, the Opposition are con: 
stantly charging the Administration with profli- 
gacy, and taunting them with the vast amount of | 
their expenditures, But what are the facts, so far | 
as this body is concerned? The members of this bady. | 
are but men, and-are subject to ‘all the:fratlties:of | 


-men. Itisdeclared of the Divine Saviour of oursace, 


that he was a man of like passions ‘with ourselves, > 
conscious ‘of , our frailties, and touched with our: 
ibfirmities. It cis surely, then, no dispaxagement 
to this.body to say that its members are but fair: 
specimens of human nature; perhaps no worse, 
and certainly not much better, than other men, or 
more exempt from the ordinary effects of human ; 
weakness, Our judgments are as liable to be 
warped by the peculiar position in which we stand : 
to.any given subject, and, with the most lionest.pur- | 
poses, to have our views of things obscured when | 
the-interests of ourselves or our friends are jnter- i 
posed, The Administration party here-is, in truth, 
as it professes to be, opposed to an expensive. ad- ; 
ministration of the General.Government. They . 
are the advocates of low taxation and economy. in : 
disbursements. But when we:come to apply ‘cur’ 
principles in practice, ‘almost every proposal for : 
expenditure addresses itself'to the local interests: of : 
some few members of the Administration party. | 
Affected by the frailty of our natures, we see in’ 
such case some feature pecuilar to itself, which | 
excepts it from.the general rule; we discover in it 
some extraordinary claim to public favor, and are’ 
persuaded that we may well vote for it without run- ; 
ning counter to our principles, or bringing our: 
consistency into the slightest suspicion. On these: 
occasions, the almost unanimous vote of the Oppo- : 
sition united to our own, and that of a few looking ' 
at the subject in the same light with ourselves, . 
insures the passage of the measure against’ the 
vain resistance of the mass of the Republican party. | 
In this way, most of the schemes for the expen- ` 
diture of public money are carried. But Op-! 
position gentlemen go home to their. constitu-: 
ents and make speeches, or scatter publications 
among them, imputing all the extravagancies to: 
the Administration ‘and its friends. They say, - 
plausibly enough, “it is well known thatthe Ađ-: 
ministration hasa ‘majority in both Houses of Con- : 
gress; if, therefore, they were not in favor of these 
appropriations, they could not have been made.”: 
It is seldom that any friend. of the Administration ‘| 
is by to put the subject on its proper footing, and’ 
when it does so happen, “itis like the voice of: | 


~the “hope of :gratificat 


then that a vacancy, occtirs which “may: 


-forth the: cry against: office seekers! 
-when they have a:little. more time to think upon 


one crying in the wilderness;” the answer falls! 
upon very few ears. The accusation is caught. up) 
and circulated widely and loudly;:the thousands of | 
newspapers (nearly: all. of which ‘depend. upon mer- 
eantilé patronage) echo it and re-echo it; while- the; 
few Administration papers say but little. about it, || 


much for office holders; and the ery ‘of office . seek- 
ers is, if. possible, still more unjust. . ‘With regard 


‘to appetite for office, I will do the gentlemen in: the 
Opposition the justice to say that I do not-suppose 
theirs is naturally more keen than.that. of persons 
of opposite politics. .: Rither -will take: office where 
a suitable-one presents itself, if they believe, upon 
‘the whole, they. can do-better inthe office than out 
of it; and. if. the office is not-thonght eligible, it:wall 
-be. rejected... Such: is thegeneral principle of action 


with both... But. with the Opposition :that.expecta- 


tio is more genenal,:-and:desire more .whetted by 
; think i 7 


ais: abunda 


JOR, Ta ntly 
evident... Under: ‘the ‘present «Adi tration” the 
oilices ‘ate ‘all. Blléd; and it is only “now a 


bly. be supplied: by`one of the. many deserving 
friends of the Administration, No. general turn- 
out canbe by them expected, and a-change of Ad- 
ministration could promise them nothing, for 
it would bring in those whose success they had 
opposed. In this state of. things, with most, 


‘hope must sicken and expectation die.’ They 


live only with the very few, :who.are, from circum- 


-stances, placed, as «it. were, .very near some office 
‘on. which some fair-promise-of :vacancy is’ written. 
_But-how is:it with the Oppasition?: One. hope inspires 
‘every bosom. They -are striving for vietory,and 


in their sanguine:zeal:success is, in their estima- 
tion, butywaiting tocrown them. When this-is ac- 
complished, the spoils are to be distributed, and 
each man feels.that he hasa ticket in this mighty 
-lottery which may not prove a'blank. Every bed 


-will’be. open in this great carayansary where their 


politlcal journey is:to terminnte, and no one knows 
whether he may not-be the fortunate man who-will 


` be allowed to repose ‘himself in one: -of tne best. 


From persons'thus situated, then; how. illy comes 
The people, 


the subject, will be struck with its audacity—-will 
perceive that it is not the honest note of wam- 


ing from the public watchman, but the ery of 


the conscience-stricken and designing,. who strive 
to cover their own guilty purposes by unfounded 
and ungenerous imputations upon others. 

Mr. President, I bave trespassed longer than- I 


-had intended on the patience of the Senate; butin 


addition. to the motive stated in the commencement 
of this address, I wished to vindicate, as:farias 
possible, my voting on the present quéstion in:s0 
hopeless a minority. > me 
REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN, 
Or PENNSYLVANIA; 
In the Senate of the United States, Monday, June: 18, 
1838—-On the motion of*Mr.-Wittiams-of Me. 
‘for leave to bring in’ “‘a bill to provide: for sur- 
veying’ the ‘Northeastern boundary ‘line: of the 
‘United States, according to the provisions of the 
treaty of peace, of seventeen hundred and eighty- 
three.” toe ae 
i Mr. BUCHANAN -addressed the Senate'as fol- 
ows: = ; \ Se 
This bill, said Mr- B. inveffeet; proposes‘ that! 


Congress of the United States shail, without Tar 


aig, 1898. 
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ther delay, wrest from the: Executive the control 
of the disputed question condértitig’ our Northeast- 
ern boundary, and assume the responsibility of ter- 
minating the negotiation now. pending between this 
country and Great Britain. Showd ‘it pass, it will 
probably cut the gotdian knot, and itivolve the two 
nations in all the calamities of war. Under the 
circumstances of the ease; the proceeding which it 
proposes can never be considered asa peaceful and 
friendly measure, Fora period of fifty years, our 
boundary has been a subject of dispute between 
the two nations, This portion of it has.been rè- 
ferred to commissioners; and they have failed to 
agree. Afierwards it was submitted to the King of 
the Netherlands; and the United States rejected his 
award, becaiise it was made in violation of. the 
terms of submission. . Negotiations have been 
pending ever since. Meanwhile the jealousies 
and the angry passions of the people on both sides of 
the border have been excited in the highest degree; 
contests have arisen about the exercise of -jurisdic- 
tion over the disputed territory; crimination and 
recrimination have followed in rapid succession; 
and in this state of the question, we now propose 
torun and mark the boundary line between the 
two countries, and erect monuments upon it, with- 
out the consent, and in defiance of the will, of 
Great Britain. This, I fear, will prove in effect'an 
appeal from negotiation to arms. There is at least 
so muéh danger of this result, that a wise and firm 
nation ought to be prepared to carry this law into 
execntionby a military force. Let the die once be 
cast—let us once determine that the line must be 
nin=-the national honor will thus become involved 
in the controversy, and then no American can ever 
think of receding. Cost what it may, the line 
must then be run. It is the part of wisdom first 
to calculate the danger; and after you have once 
determined to encounter it, then-to proceed with 
energy and determination. 


. There is another consideration which ought not, i 
in the present crisis, ‘to be disregarded by wise ‘and . 


prudent statesmen.. ‘The revolt in Canada has pro- 
duced bad and dangerous féelings, ‘on ‘both sides of 
the line, all'along our Northern frontier. It isnow 
with the utmost difficulty fhat the two Govern- 
ments can prevent actual hostilities between the 
Jawless people which infest both sides of the bor- 
der. There is another circumstance deeply to be 
regretted. Although it is well known to every Se- 
nator within the sound of my voice that the Execu- 
tive Government and people of the United States 
are anxious to perform, and have in good faith 
endeavored to perform, all their neutral obligations 
to Great Britain, yet neither our intentions nor our 
actions have been justly appréciated in Canada. 
To say nothing of the public press in that pro- 
vince, which’ has been exceedingly violent and un- 
just‘towards our country, high public functionaries, 
in solemn public acts, have been actuated by a si- 
milar spirit. Even in England, a distinguished 
press, which is the principal organ of a powerful 
party now struggling for victory, and in the highest 
hopes of obtaining it, is pursuing ‘a’ course which 
may eventually lead to war between the two coun- 
tries, I refer to the Times newspaper, which pro- 
bably exercises more influence than any public jour- 


nal in the world. Our Government and our people . 


are denounced in that press, and other kindred jour- 
nals, as faithless and insincere in their conduct to- 
wards Canada; and we are accused of a disposition 


to wrest it from Great Britain, and annex it to the : 


United States. Here, we all know these accusa- 


tions to be unjust and unfounded; but still they are | 


calculated to produce a powerful impression on the 
public mind of Great Britain. The old prejudices 


which Were so strong in this country against Great | 
Britain after the Revolution, and after the late war, . 
though how they have happily almost subsided, | 


may be easily revived by such unfounded accusa- 


tions, andthe people of the two free and kindred | 
nations may again ‘become exasperated against | 


each other, and ‘prepared for hostilities. 


Itis true, that a war between the two nations — 
would be-the most foolish as well as the most ruin- | 


ened nations ever engaged;-but that. man knows dit- 
tle of -human nature or of history, who considers 


| such a war either impossible, or, I fear I may add, 


improbable. t 

Let no one suppose that I should dread the re- 
sult/of a just war with Great Britain.. I have the 
most abiding confidence in the bravery, energy, and 
resources of my country. Bat a war, to be well 
sustained by the people, must be just and necessa- 
ry. We must be able to appeal to Heaven, and to 
ail nations, for the justice of our cause; and then 
victory, sooner or later, will perch upon our ban- 
ners. I go further, sir, and state, that if we cannot 
obtain our rights by negotiation; if there should be 
no alternative left but that of surrendering upa por- 
tion of the territory of Maine, or an appeal to 
arms, I should not hesitate one moment in the 
choice. If the Government of the United States be 
not bothable and willing to protect the territory of 
each State inviolate, then it will have proved itself 
incapable of performing one of its highest duties. 
An invasion of any part of our territory isan in- 
jury and an insult to the whole nation, and would 
be felt as such at the remotest extremities of the 
Union. ; 

The question still recurs, whether, under all 
theseexciting and dangerous circumstances, the Se- 
nate of the United States ought toarrest the pending 
negotiation, and assume the responsibility of run- 
ning and marking the boundary. I think not. Ne- 
gotiation has not yet been exhausted. I feel the 
most confident reliance in the justice of our cause; 
and sooner or later the sober and reflecting portion 
of the British pecple will, I trust, arrive at the same 
conclusion. 

_ It isnot my intention to examine in detail our 
title to the disputed territory. If I ever had in- 
tended it, I should have abandoned the intention 
after hearing the Senator from Massachusetts, 


(Mr. Wezster.] For clearness of statement and | 


accuracy of detail, I have rarely heard any thing | 


superior to his speech. I feel confident that every 
Senator who attended to it, must have been con- 
vinced, not only of the justice, but the clearness of 
our title, to the territory in dispute. To that ar- 
gument I shall add but a few remarks. 

Where. is the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
the place of beginniug. mentioned. in the treaty of 
1783} The treaty itself answers that question. It 
is.“ that angle which is formed by a line drawn due 
north from the source of the Saint Croix river 
to. the highlands; along the said highlands 
which divide those rivers that empty themselves 
inlo the River St. Lawrence, from those which fall 
into the Atlantic ocean, to the northwesternmost head 
of Connecticut river.” This angle then is formed 


by the intersection of two lines, at the point where | 


the one running due north from the head of the 
St. Croix, meets the line of highlands which run 
southwest from that point to the northwest head of 
the Connecticut river; and these highlands are 
identified -as those from which, on the north side, 
the rivers flow which empty themselves into the 
St. Lawrence, and on the south, those which empty 
themselves into the Atlantic ocean. Was ever 
description more clear and accurate?) Whether 
these highlands be high or low, whether they be 
mountains or table land, can make no difference 
in the question. That they do exist and may be 
found is certain as the laws of nature. Just as 
certain as the Rimousky flows into the St. Law- 
rence, and the St. Johns into the Atlantic ocean, so 
true is it, that there must be a ridge which divides 
the head waters of the one from those of the 


other. There never was any dispute for more jj 


than. thirty years after the date of the treaty, 
in regard to the location-of these highlands; 
and it may not be too much to say, that there 
never would have been any such dispute, did not 
the northern part of the State of Maine intercept a 
direct communication between Nova Scotia, now 
New Brunswick, and Quebee. Can there be any 
Serious difficulty in tracing this line or discovering 
this angle on the ground? Certainly not. And in 
what manner ought it to be done? 

In ascertaining the true boundary of territory, 


whether claimed by an individual or a nation, the | 


important point is to fix with precision the place 
of beginning. This is peculiarly the case, in rela- 
tion to the present question. “Let the place of be- 


4] ginning be clearly ascertained, and all difficulty in 
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Senate, 


regard to the true boundary of the disputed territo» 
ry. will at once vanish. . Where is ‘the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia,” to-be-found on the face of 
the earth? To answer this question is to settle the — 
whole controversy. i 

The commissioners, who concluded the treaty of 
1783, had Mitchell’s map before them. This map, 
upon its face, appears to- haye been. undertaken 
with the approbation, and at, the request. of thé 
“Lords Commissioners for Tradeand Plantations,” 
and may, therefore, be fairly.considered as official. 
It was first published in 1755. At that period, the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia was that point on 
the river St. Lawrence, intersected by aline rune 
ning due north from the source of the St. Croix. 
This line is distinctly marked upon the map. On 
the east of it appears Nova Scotia; and on the west, 
New England. In what manner, and to what dis- 
tance, wasthis northwest angle of Nova Scotia, of 
the St. Lawrence, brought further south? In 1763, 
Great Britain acquired Canada from France, under 
the treaty of Paris. Being then the sovereign of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and New England, she 
thought proper, in creating the province ‘of Ques 
bec, to extend the line of this new province to a 
certain distance south of the St. Lawrence; and, to 
this extent, to deprive New England, and Nova 
Scotia, ofa portion of their former territory. Accord- 
ingly the king, by his proclamation, in October, 1763, 
describes the southern line of the province of Que» 
bec as “ passing along the highiands which divide 
the rivers that empty themselves into the ‘said 
river St. Lawrence, from these which fall into the 
sea; and also along the north coast of the Bay des 
Chaleurs, and the coast of the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence to Cape Rosiers.” . This boundary was often 


į afterwards recognised by the most solemn acts of 


the British Government, between the year 1763, 
and the date of the treaty. Where. then did this 
southern line of ihe province of Quebee cross a 
line running due north from the source of the St. 
Croix to the St. Lawrence. This point of inter- 
section is, and necessarily must be, “ihe northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia,” described in the treaty. It 
is as plain, and as clear, as demonstration can 
make it. The description of the southern line of 
the province of Quebee, is identical, in this parti- 
cular, with our northern line contained in the 
treaty, except that in the latter “the Atlantic 
ocean” is substituted for ‘the sea.” This.change 
is wholly immaterial, as both were evidently in- 
tended to convey the same. meaning. 

In ascertaining the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia, our first duty then is to trace the southern 
line of the province of Quebec. I would first. look 
for those highlands which formed the southern 
boundary of that province. Find them, and you 
necessarily find the northwest angle of Nova Sco- 
tia. Now, letany man of plain understanding look 
upon Mitchells Map, and he will at once perceive 
how absurd the attempt is to bring these highlands 
so far South as Mars Hill, according to the present 
claim of the British Government. Fle will there 
find, distinetly marked, a range of highlands, or ta- 
ble land, running in a northwest direction from the 
head of Connecticut river, nearly parallel with 
the St. Lawrence, and along the North coast of the 
Bay of Chaleurs, which separate the numerous 
streams flowing into the St. Lawrence from those 
which flow into “the sea,” or “the Atlantic Ocean.” 
This dividing range of the sources of these streams 
intersects the Northern line from the head of the 
St. Croix, about the forty-eighth degree of North 
latitude; whilst Mars Hill, which the British Go- 
vernment now claim te be the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, is in latitude about forty-six and a 
half. Thus they attempt to bring the Southern line 
of the province of Quebec one hundred miles south 
of the line clearly designated by the treaty, and to 
wrest from us that extent of our territory. Can 
any human being, endowed with common under- 
standing, looking upon this map with the eyes of the 
commissioners who formed the treaty, and seeing 
the tributary streams of the St. Lawrence flowing 
in one direction, and those of the Atlantic river 
St. Johns flowing in another, doubt that the ridge, 
whether of mountains or table land, which sepa- 
rates them, is the highlands described in the treaty? 


i . Now, sir, what-is the pretext on which the British 
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Government assert their‘ claim to the disputed ter- 
ritory? After all the negotiations upon the subject, 
it is confined to a single particular; and I shall 
endeavor to state their position fairly. They allege, 
truly, that the treaty description is highlands di+ 
viding the rivers which empty themselves into the 
St. Lawrence from those which fall into “the At- 
lantic ocean.” They then contend that the river 
St. Johns is not a river which falls into the Atlantic 
ocean, according to the description of the treaty, 
because it has its mouth in the Bay of Fundy; 
and that, therefore, you must look for highlands 
south of the St. Johns which answer this descrip- 
tion. ‘This brings them down to Mars Hill. 

Now, sir, let me state one or two of the objec- 
tions to this extraordinary claim. It is founded 
upon the presumption that a river does not fall into 
the Atlantic ocean, because, in arriving at the 
ocean, it may pass through a bay: For exaniple, 
the Delaware does not fall into the Atlantic, be- 
cause it flows into it through the Delaware bay; 
and the St. Johns, for the same reason, does not 
fall into the Atlantic, because it flows into it through 
the Bay of Fundy. Is not this the merest special 
pleading ever resorted to in a solemn negotiation 
between nations? But to proceed further. What 
isa bay but a part of the ocean itself? It is a mere 
opening of the ocean into the jand—-a mere break- 
ing of the uniformity of the sea coast by an inden- 
tation of water. These portions of the ocean have 
received the name of bays, merely to distinguish 
them from other portions of the vast deep to which 
they belong. 
ment by which the British Government expect to 
deprive Maine of one-third of her territory. 

Again: should this construction prevail, you 
render the treaty of 1783 the most arrant nonsense 
in the world, and the wise and distinguished states- 
men by whom it was framed the merest children 
ever entrusted with the management of a solemn 
and important negotiation. Although they esta- 
blished the boundary between two great nations 
to be the range of highlands separating the waters 
of the St. Lawrence from those which flow into the 
Atlantic, there is not a single river in that whole 
region of country which, according to the British 
construction, answers this latter description. The 
Ristigouche does not fall into the Atlantic, because 
it empties itself into the Bay of Chaleur. Neither | 
does the Penobscot, because it empties itself into | 
the Bay. of Penobscot; nor do the Kennebec and 
Amariscoggin; because, after their junction, they 
fall into the Bay of Sagadahock. The same is 
true even of the Connecticut, because it empties 
itself into Long Island sound. And thus, with 
Mitchell’s map before them, the commissioners 
have concluded a treaty, and described highlands 
as a portion of the boundary of the United States, 
whence streams proceed which fall into the Atlantic 
ocean, when, from the very face of this map, no 
such streams exist in that region of our territory. 
The description of the treaty is thus to be rendered 
utterly void; and the British Government expect 
thus to establish the position that its lines cannot be | 
found upon the face of the earth, and that, there- | 
fore, the only mode of settling the dispute is to esta- | 
blish a conventional line. 

But the British Governmenthave also themselves | 
contended that the treaty line can be found. And 
where do you think, Mr. President, they find it? 
Wherever it exists, it must be that ridge from the 
northern side of which streams proceed, emptying 
into the St. Lawrence. They abandon this portion 
of the treaty description altogether. They come 
far south of that ridge whence the northern tribu- 
taries ef the St. Johns flow; they pass the main 
stream of that river; they arrive at the heads of its 
southern tributaries, and then they fix upon the | 
highlands which divide the sources of these south- 
ern tributaries of the St. Johns from the head wa- 
ters of the Penobscot. The treaty line, instead of | 
being highlands which separate the sources of 
streams flowing in opposite directions into the St. | 
Lawrence and the Atlantic ocean, becomes high- 
lands, dividing the southern branches of the St. 
Johns from the northern branches of the Pe- 
nobseot. The highlands claimed by Great Britain 
as the treaty boundary, are nearly two degrees south 


And this is the nature of the argu- | 
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whence the streams flow which empty themselves 
inte the St. Lawrence. This is the British preten- 
sion. What are the consequences which flow from 
such an absurd construction of the treaty? You 
interpose a gréat fiver, the St. Johns; with all its 
tributaries north and soitth between yoi aiid the 
highlands from whence the tributaries of the. St. 
Lawrence proceed. You go south to Mars Hill ‘to 
find another range of highlands between. the 
sources of-the Penobscot anl the St. Johns, entirely 
different from those described in the treaty ; and 
when you have gotten thete, dctording to the Bris 
lish construction, you find highlands dividing 
streams, not one of which falls into the Atlantic 
Ocean; because they all empty themselves into 
bays of that ocean. 
sheer nonsense; and you bring the province of 
Quebec as far south as Mars Hill. Ingennity can 
accomplish miich. There is öne fact, liowéver, to 
which no ingenuity can give even a plausible 
coloring. You cannot, by human argument, re- 
move the highlands along the northern shore of the 
Bay of Chaleur, which is a part of the continuous 
range mentioned in the treaty, in the latitude of 
forty-eight and a half degrees, so as to connect 
them in the same range with Mars Hill, in the lati- 
tude of forty-six and a half. Unless you can do 
this, you can accomplish nothing; because the 
southern line of the province of Quebec is these 
very highlands, extending themselves along the 


out their whole chain dividing the rivers flowing 
into the St. Lawrence from those falling into the 
sea. It isin these highlands, and not at Mars Hill, 
that the northwest angle of Nova Scotia is to be 
found, by running a line due north from the head 
of the St. Croix to the poitit where they are inter- 
sected. Instead of Mars Hill being a part of this 
continuous range, in order to reach them from that 
point, you would have to cross the St. Johns and 
the Ristigouche, and travel a distance of more than 
a hundred miles northerly in order to reach the 
highlands on the northern coast of the Bay of Cha- 
leur. Such absurdities and such contradictions 
flow from the British claim that it cannot endure 
the light of reason for a moment. 

The Bay of Fundy has been twice incidentally 
mentioned in the treaty; and upon this foundation 
the whole of the British superstructure has been 
erected. Now, sir, can any person who reads the 
treaty, suppose that it was mentioned to specify a 
third class of rivers flowing into it, as distinct from 
the rivers flowing into the St. Lawrence, and those 
which empty themselves into the Atlantic ocean? 
The object of mentioning the Bay of Fundy at all 
is palpable from the face of the treaty. After start- 
ing atthe Northwest angle of Nova Scotia, and 
from thence sweeping round the bonndaries of the 
United States, it was necessary to fix precisely 
the point at which our eastern boundary com- 


menced. This was essential for a double pur- 
pose. In the first place, it was the extreme 
northern point from -which the line was to 


be run due east inio the ocean for twenty 
leagues, according to the treaty; and within which 
we wereentitled to all the islands along our coast, 
except those which were within the limits of Nova 
Scotia. And in the second place, it was the point 
from which our eastern line was to commence and to 
run until it arrived at the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia. It was obviously proper to fix this point 
with the greatest precision in the treaty; and in 
order to effect this purpose, it is described as the 
mouth of the Saint Croix, in the Bay of Fundy. 
This was evidently done not for the purpose of 
destroying the treaty, as the British Government 
| contend, but for that of marking this important 
point with greater precision. And here it may be 
proper to observe that the river St. Johns is no 
where described in the treaty as a river flowing 
into the Bay of Fundy, nor is it even mentioned 
inthat instrument. The following is the language 
of that part of the treaty: 

“ East by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river 
St. Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its source, 
and from its source directly north, to the aforesaid highlands, 
which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlautic ocean from 
those which fall into ‘the river St. Lawrence, comprehending all 


islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores:of the 
United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due east 


of the highlands specially described in . the. treaty, 


| from the points where the aforesaid boundaries between’ Nova 


You make the treaty itself | 


northern coast of the Bay of Chaleur, and through- 
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Scotia on the one. pari; and Bast Florida onthe other; shall, - 
respectively touch the Bay-of Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean, 
excepting such islands as now are. or heretofore have ‘been,’ 
within the limits of said province of Nova Scõtia bee 


Another reason suggests itself to my. mind, for 
mentioning not only:the month of. the “St. Croix, 
but its mouth ån the Bay of Fundy... Properly speak-. 
ing, the mouth of: this -tiver ‘is not inthe Bay. of 
Fundy, but’in the- bay of Passamaquoddy: After 
entering the latter bay, and passing through’ it, ats 
current, as I am informed, enters the Bay of Fandy 
between Quoddy Head and: the: island. of Grand 
Manan; and this would appear to be the:case, from 
a view of Mitchell’s map. We-have every reason, 
therefore, to believe that the commissioners who 
framed the treaty, when they introduced into it the 
mouth of the St. Croix; in the Bay of Fundy, did it 
to distinguish it from, the mouth of-the same river 
in the- bay of Passamaquoddy., These two mouths 
are some twenty or thirty miles distant from. each: 
other. This is, [ believe, anew idea; but. it:is’one 
which struck me with great force the ‘first. time I 
read the treaty, and compared it with Mitchell’s 
map. eget vaine fe 

The remarks which I have made on the question 
of our title to the -disputed territory, are intended 
by me. merely as a supplement to. the, speech of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. ` They: preser.t some 
different views of the subject, and-enlarge upon 
other views of it, which he merely teuched.. ‘Upon 
the whole, I solemnly declare, after shaving 
divested my tind of all-partiality..in favor of my 
country, so far as that was-possible, that I never 
have examined any disputed question in which the 
right appearéd.to-mie to be more:clear and plain 
than it, does in favor: of the: United. States in-the 
présent controversy: Every ‘new effort:to escape 
from thé obvious meaning: of the treaty; only: ins 
volves- those who make it in still greater absurdity, 

Notwithstanding these are my opinions in regard 
to our title, I am, nevertheless, decidedly opposed 
to the passage of any bill, under existing circum- 
stances, directing the President to run and mark’ 
the lines of the disputed territory. In order to jus- 
tify this opposition, it is only necessary for me to 
present to the Senate, not a history of this everlast- 
ing negotiation with Great Britain, but its present 
condition. This, of itself, will be sufficient to 
prove that Congress ought not, atthe, present, mo.» 
ment, to.arrest its progress, and ‘take ‘the subject 
out of the hands of the Executive. (000 02 

Ever since the award of the King of the Nether- 
lands was rejected by the United States, it has been 
the constant policy of the British Government to 
urge thet it was impossible to find the lines.of the 
treaty upon the ground, from the vagueness of its 
description. Astonishing as it may appear, they 
seem to have satisfied themselves that neither the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia, nor the highlands 
dividing the fountains which flow into the St. Law- 
rence from those which flow. into the Atlantic, can 
any where be found upon the face of the earth. 
Assuming, then, that the treaty line is void for un- 
certainty, the British Government have proposed a 
conventional boundary instead of this line, and of- 
fered to make an equal division of the disputed 
territory with the American Government. This 
proposition, for any conventional line „whatever, 
has been rejected by the American Government; it 
has been rejected by the. Government of Maine, 
and I hope we may never again hear it-mention- 
ed. The treaty is the foundation of our rights. -To 
that, and to that alone, we ought to cling, until it 
shall be found, which I deem impossible, from the 
nature of things, that the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia cannot be found, and that the idea of a. di- 
viding ridge between waters which. flow. in diffe- 
rent directions on the face of. the earth, isa mere 
delusive fancy. Then, and nottillthen, ought we 
apain to discuss the question of ‘a conventional 
ine. ; : 

This conventional line being disposed of, and. the 
State of Maine being thus secured against disraem- 
berment, I hold that she has no more right to con- 
trol the. negotiation in regard tó- our-Northeastern 
boundary, than Pennsylvania, orany other State of 
the Confederacy. © It is‘ natural that her citizens’ 
should be more ‘irritated at the delay; and feet a 
deeper interest-in the evett, thaw those of any. oth 
State; but sill ibis a-question’ 
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the Government of the United States and that of 
Great Britain. It is a question which regards the 
fair and just execution of a treaty between these 
two Governments, in the settlement of which Maine 
cannot directly interfere. Her representations on 
the subject ought to be fairly considered and justly 
appreciated by the authoritiesof the United States; 
but the true treaty line must be settled, not by the 
Government of Maine, but that of the twenty-six 
States of this Confederacy, which are all deeply in- 
terested in the result. And what cause has she for 
alarm? Justice may be slow, but it will be sure. 
‘Whenhave the United States ever abandoned any of 
their rights? When have we failed to assert them 
at the proper moment against any power, no matter 
how formidable? I hold, therefore, that the Legis- 
lature of Maine has transcended its legitimate power 
in adopting a resolution, in March last, declaring, 
that “if the Government of the United States, either 
alone or in conjunction with Great Britain or the 
State of Maine, shall not, on or before the first day of 
September nexi, establish and appoint a commission 
for a survey of said boundary line, it shall then be the 
imperative duty of the Governor, without further 
delay, to appoint forthwith suitabie commissioners 
and surveyors for ascertaining, running, and locat- 
ing the northeastern boundary line of this. State, 
and to cause the same to be carried into operation.” 
Maine has thus allowed to the Government of all 
the States only six months to create this commission 
for a survey of the boundary line; and if we should 
not be able to accomplish it within this brief period, 
then she proposes to withdraw the question from 
us, and settle it for herself. In this particular, I 
fear she has manifested more of passion than of 
policy. I feel confident, however, that the good 
sense and the ardent patriotism which so strongly 
characterize her peopie, will induce them to pause 
and reflect long.before they carry this determination 
into effect. Ifthey should thus proceed, I venture 
tosay it will be a course eminently calculated not 
only to embarrass ` the Government of the United 
Statés, but to jeopard their own rights. The time 
may come—although I trust the justice of the Bri- 
tish Government will prevent it—when it may be 
the imperative duty of the United States-to run and 
mark the line, and assume jurisdiction over the dis- 
puted territory. If ever that period should arrive, 
we must then be prepared, as a nation, to meet the 
consequences, whatever they may be. It must 
then be the act, not ofone State, but ofall. In the 
mean time, it is the policy, it is the interest, of 
Maine to act in such a manner as to carry with her 
he united sympathies of the American people. 

But what cause has Maine for complaint in the 
present state of the negotiation? Have we not got 
clear of the question of dividing the disputed terri- 
tory between the two countries, or of establishing 
any other conventional linea. consummation 
which she so mach desired? Are we not now in 
pursuit of the old line of the treaty? Maine will 
not deny that this is the proper course. Under all 
the circumstances, the Administration have, in my 
opinion, adopted the only means within their reach 
calculated to attain this end. 

The late President of the United States had pro- 
posed to Great Britain to. create a joint commis- 
sion to run, mark, and establish the Northeastern 
Boundary, according to the treaty of 1783, whose 
decision should be final. After long delay, and 
after many attempts to avoid a direct answer tò 
this proposition, the British Government, finally, on 
the 10th January last, through their Minister, Mr. 
Fox, has given such an answer; and that too in an 
amicable and friendly spirit. Sull clinging to the 
hope of a conventional line, he professes little ex- 
pectation that such a commission could lead to any 
useful result; yet he declares that her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment “are so unwilling to reject the only plan 
now left, which seems lo 2fford a chance of making 
any farther advance in this long pending matter, 
that they will not withhold their consent to such a 
commission, if the principle upon which it isto be 
formed, and the manner in which it is to proceed, 
can be satisfactorily settled.” Here. then is a dis- 
tinci proposition on the one part, and an equally 
distinct acceptance of it on the other, with modifi- 
cations. which T need not now specially mention. 
It being almost impossible that the principle upon 
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which the commission is to to’ be formed, or the | 
manner of its proceeding, could be satisfactorily ar- ' 


ranged, by diplomatic notes, Mr. Fox very properly 
proposes aconvention forlthat purpose. As the British 


Government had previously rejected that portion of - 


~ the American proposition which offered to make the 


award of the commissioners final, the commission 
will be one merely of exploration and survey, if 


that Government should still adhere to its. first de- 


termination. But even this question may probably 
be open for discussion in the formation of the con- 
vention; because throughout the note of Mr. Fox 
there is no direct declaration that his Government 
will not consent to raake the decision. of the com- 
missioners final. Then the whole substance of the 
matter is, that ihe two Governments have agreed 
to create a joint commission, by means of a con- 
vention, for the purpose of exploring and survey- 
ing the disputed lines of thé treaty.. It may b 
asked for what purpose shall such a commission 
be established? Let Mr. Fox himself answer this 
question. 

“The object of this commission,” sa 
her Majesty’s Government, wouid be, p 
territory ig order to find, within its limits, dividing highlands, 
which may answer the description of the treaty; the search 
being first io be made in the due north ling from the monu. 
ment at the head of the St. Croit; and if ne such highlands 
should be found in that meridian, the search to be then cor- 
tinued to the westward thereof; and her Majesty’s Government 
have stated their opinion, that, in order to avoid all fruidess 
dispute asto the character of the highlands, the commissioners 
should be instructed to look for highlands which both parties 
might acknowledge as fulfilling the conditions of the treaty.” 

Now, sir, does not the State of Maine believe 
that, in running a due north line from the monu- 
ment at the head of the St. Croix, such a line will 
meet highlands answering the description of the 
treaty? For my own part, I have not a doubt 
upon the subject. This is the line first to be run 
and explored; and yet, because a mere suggestion 
has been subsequenily made, that it is the opinion 
of the British Government that ‘‘the commissioners 
should be insiructed to look for highlands which 
both parties might acknowledge as the highlands of 
the treaty,” a clamor has been raised as if this 
expression must-necessarily render the whole pro- 
ceeding void and nugatory. Undoubtedly it would 
be desirable to find such highlands, because that 
would at once terminate the controversy. -I scarcely 
expect it; but I do expect that an accurate survey’ 
and exploration of the treaty lines will produce 
such information; that the British Government, if 
actuated by a spirit of justice, which I do not 
doubt, will abandon their pretensions. 

This question has been treated as if the two Go- 
vernments, after haviug discussed elaborately the 
mode of constituting tne Board of Commissioners, 
should enter into a soleman tresty, that these cem- 
missioners must be restricied in their search for 
highlands, to such alone, as both parties might 
acknowledge to be the highlands of the treaty. This 
wouldindeed be a solemn farce. It is what, judg- 
ing from the note of Mr. Fox, the British Govern- 
ment never intended. This observation is merely 
thrown in as a suggestion; the first object of 
the commission, as stated by himself, being” a 
search for the highlands of the treaty in a due 
north line from the monumeiit at the source of the 
St. Croix. 
ment—unless indeed he should adopt the reasoning 
furnished to bhim by Maine, that the true meaning 
of the British preposition was only to appoint com- 
missioners to look for highlands on which. both 
parties might agree—wil] ever contend for such a 
proposition. The commission wenld in itse!f not 
only be useless, bat absurd, if boih parties must 
first agree upon the highlands. No, sir, no, sir: the 
creation of the commission for the purpose of ex- 
ploring and surveying the disputed lines, is the 
substance, ard the only material part, of the agree- 
ment between the two nations, How this commis- 
sion is to be. formed; whether it is to consist of 
equal numbers appointed by ezch Government, 
with an umpire to be selected by some friendly 
European power, or by the commissioners them- 
selves; or whether the commissioners shall be alto- 
gether selected by a friendly sovereign; and in 

what manner they are to explore the disputed lines; 
are all matters of detail to be settled by the con- 
vention. The British Minister, it is true, expresses 
opinions upon these subjects, but no absolute de- 
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termination.. The difference between a suggestion, 
or an opinion, and a sine qua non, is distinctly un- 
derstood in diplomatic language. Mr. Forsyth is,. 
therefore, completely justified in stating to Mr. Wil- 
liams, in his letter of the 26th May last: noe 

“That, from the negotiation tò which the British Government 
has been invited, thé President anticipates the establishment of 
ajoint commission,-with an umpire, whose power will he re- 
stricted to the purposes of exploration and survey only; without 
authority, finally, to decide on the rights of the parties, as con- 
templated in the original American proposition. The sugges: 
tions: that have been made, on either side, with respect.te the 
mode of constituting that commission, the principles upon which 
it is-to act, and the instructions to be given to it; are all to be dis- 
cussed and decided as justice between the parties and their re- 
spective rights shall be deemed to require. The object of the 
President in offering. to make such an arrangement, as you will 
see by my note to Mr. Fox of the 27th April last, is to test the 
correctness of the opinion of the State of Maine,that the line de- 
scribed in the treaty of 1783 can be found and traced whenever 
the Governments ofthe United States and Great Britain shall pro- 
ceed to make the requisite investigations, with a predisposition 
to effect the desired object.” 

Mr. Fox, in his note of the 10th of January last, 
States that “it would obviously be indispensable 
that the State of Maine should be an assenting 
party to the arrangement.” In. my opinion, no 
such necessity exisied. Were it our purpose to 
dismember that State, or to deprive her of any por- 
tion of her territory, such a necessity would have 
been obvious. But when nothing is proposed; ex- 
cept to survey and explore the lines of the treaty of 
1783, this. is the performance of a duty which de- 
volves exclusively upon- the General Government. 
Maine woull have no right to interfere with it, 
even if she felt the inclination, which certainly she 
does not feel. But I admit it was highly proper 
and respectful to that State to submit to her the 
modified proposition of the British Government, 
and ascertain her opinion on the subject; and this,. 
not that the United States would be bound by it, 
but that it should receive the most respeciful consi- 
deration. Accordingly, before this proposition 
was accepted, the Secretary of State, on the first 
day of March last, in a communication to the 
Governor of Maine, which does him great honor, 
lzid the whole subject before that State. In the 
concluding sentence, he observes: 

“Should the Siaie of Maine be of opinion that additional 
surveys and explorations might be useful, either in lencing to 
a satisfactory adjustment of the controversy, according to tha 
terme of the treaty, or in enabling ihe parties to decice more 


& 


-undersiandiugly upon the expediency of opening a negotiation 


for the establishment of à line that would suit tueir mutual 
3 vg interests 
and desire the creation, for that purpose, of a commission, 
upon the priacinles, and with. the: limited powers desc? 

in the letter of Ir, Fox, the President wil, without hesita. 

tion. open a negotiation with Great Britain jor the accom. 

plishinent of that object.” : 

In what manner did the State of Maine respond 
to this communication? The Governor, on the 14th 
March last, in a message, with the general tone 
and character of which I am much pleased, pre- 
sented the whcle subject to the Legisiatare. To 
show he was satisfied that such a commission of 
exploration aud survey should be established ‘as 
that assented to by the British Government, for the 
purpose of adjusting the controversy, according to 
the terms of the treaty, I sball read a short para- 
graph from his message, Ile says: 

“In respect io the proposition for additional surveys, it 
seems to me inexpedient for this State to acquiesce in the pro- 
posed negotiation for a couventicnal line, unt! it is demonstra- 
ted that the treaty iins is utterly impracticable and void for 
uncertainty. J can have no dowdl that the line ought to be 
run, either by u joint commission of exploration and survey, 
or independently hy cur General Government by tis oun 
surveyors. Ii us evident tame that Great Britain is de. 
termined to avoid, tf possible, such an examination, und 
exploration, and establishment of the line, and such proof of 
the real facts of the case.” i 

I trust that the Governor judges too harshly of 
the intentions of Great Britain. Whether hebe 
correct or not, the event of the negotiation can 
alone determine. 

That the Legislature of Maine were also satis- 
fied that this joint commission should be created, 
provided Congress, during its present session; 
should not pass this bill for the survey of the north- 
eastern boundary, independently of the consent of 
Great Britain, appears: manifest from their resolu- 
tions. On the 23d March last, they resolved against 
any conventional line, and insisted on the line 
established by the treaty; they also resolved against 
the appointment of any new arbiter under the 
treaty of Ghent; and their third resolution de- 
clares: i E 

“That our Senatorsand Representatives in Congress be re- 
quested to urge the passage of the bill for the survey of the 


northeastern boundary of the United Slates, &c. now pending- 
bill shall not became a law during 
the present session of Congress, and if the Government of the 
United States. eiker alone or in conjunction with Great 


mission for a survey of said boundary line, ic shall then be 
the-imperative duty of Or, r 
to appoint forthwith suitable commissioners ‘ant surveyors for 
ascertaining, running and locatiag the northeastern boundary 
line of this State, and to cause the same to be carried into 
operation.” j ` , 

The message of the Governor of Maine, accem- 
panied by these resolutions of the Legislature, was 
transmitted by him to the President of the United 
States, on the 28th day of March last. 

2 ` * 

Now, I ask, what could the President. have in- 
ferred from these proceedings of the State of Maine? 
The whole question was submitted to the Legisla- 
ture. They had the proposition of the British Go- 


vernment Before:hem, contaiued in the note of Mr. 


Fox of the 10th of January last. They had, likewise, ` 


before them the answer of Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox of 
the 7th of February, stating strong objections to that 
proposition, and the determination of the President 
to transmit it 10 Governor Kent, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the sense of Maine upon the subject. 
And what has the Legislature of Maine done? 
"They have firmly, decidedly, and, in my opinion, 
properly, expressed’ their opinion against a con- 
ventional line, and against the appointment of a 
new arbiter; but have they said one word against 
the proposed commission for exploration and sur- 
vey, acco ding to the terms of the treaty? On this 
point of the question they arenot even silent; though 
silence, under such circumstances, might fairly be 
construed to giveconsent. Both the message, and 
resolutions of the Legislature, speak with approba- 
tion of the proposed joint commission to ran the 
disputed line, according to the treaty.. It is true, 
their consent was not necessary‘ to enable the Pre- 
sident to pursue this course; butif it had been, it 
‘was obtained. ; 

Let us for afew moments ‘consider this point. 
The question propounded to the State of Maine in 
the concluding sentence of Mr. Forsyth’s proposi- 
tion was, do you desire the creation of a joint com- 
mission of exploration and survey, upon the prin- 
ciples stated-in the letier of Mr. Fox, either for 
the purpose of adjusting the controversy, according 
to the terms of the treaty, or for the purpose of en- 
abling the parties to agree upon a conventional 
line? These two purposes are distintly aud plain- 
ly stated. Now what is the answer of Maine? She 
responds clearly and explicitly to one branch of 
the alternative,” that it is not expedient to give the 
assent of this State to the Federal Government 
to treat with that of Great Britain for a conven- 
tional line for our Northeastern Boundary, but that 
‘this State will insist on the line established by the 
treaty of seventeen hundred and eighty-three.” 

‘Why then did she not responi to the other branch 
of the alternative, and resolve also that it was not 
expedient to give. the assent of the State to the pro- 
posed convention between the two Governments, 
for exploring and surveying the boundary line un- 
der the treaty? Had she been hostile to this mea- 
sure, can any man doubt but that she would thus have 
expressed her opinion boldly and unequivocally, 
as she had done in regard to the conventional line? 
When the Governor declares that he has no doubt 
the treaty line ought to be run, either by a joint 
commission of exploration and survey, or independent- 
ly by the General Government, what does he mean? 
Was there any proposition before him, but one for 
such a joint commission of exploration and survey 
as had been agreed-to by Mr. Fox? Certainly not: 
and he gives his assent to it in the strongest terms. 

Again: what is the palpable meaning of the third 
resolution of the Legislature? Is it not this? In 
the first place, they prefer that the present bill now 
before the Senate should pass. In the event of 
jts failure to become a law during the present ses- 
sion—which I consider. eertain—their next prefer- 
ence isin favor of the establishment of a commis- 
sion by the Government of the United States, either 
alone or in conjunction with Great. Britain or the 
State of Maine, for a survey of the Northeastern 
boundary line: and in order to hasten this commis- 
sion as rapidly as possible, they declare, that if it 
shall not be established on or before the first day of 
Sepyember-next, they will run the line themselves. 
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` Minister Plenipotentiary, the result. of the application of the 


_Yangement with Great Britain for the establishment. of a jont 


„Fox to a conference upon the subject at as early a day as his 
convenience will permit; and the undersigned will be imme- 


cummission “in conjunction with Great Britain,” if 
it were not to the proposition of Mr. Fox, which 
had been submitted to them by Mr. Forsyth? They 
had no other proposed commission before them; and 
they could not have supposed that a negotiation for 
another and distinct commission could have been 
entered upon and completed with the British Govern- 
ment before the firstof September. I appeal, there- 
fore, to the Senate; I appeal to the people of Maine 
themselves, notwithstanding all that has been said 
to the contrary by their representatives in Congress, 
whether the President had. not a right to believe 
that Maine at least acquiesced in the proposed con- 
vention with the British Government. Convinced 
of this fact, Mr. Forsyth, the Secretary of State, 
on the 27th April last, addressed the following note 
to Mr. Fox: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ` 

Washington, April 27, 1838. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has 
the honor, by the direction of the President, to communicate to 
Mr. Fox, her Britannic .Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and 


General Government to the State of Maine, on the subject of the 
Northeastern boundary line, and the resolution which the Pre- 
sident has formed upon a caretut consideration thereof... By the 
accompanying papers, received from the Executive of Maine, 
Mr. Fox will perceive that Maine declines to give a consent to 
the negotiation for a conventional boundary; is disinclined to 
the reference of the paints in dispute to a new arbitration; but 
is yet firmly persuaded that the line described in the treaty of 
1783 can be found and traced whenever the. Governments of 
the United States and Great Britain shall proceed to make the 
requisite investigations, with a predisposition to effect that very 
desirable object. 
upon the assurances frequently repeated by the British Goyern- 


ment, of the earnest desire io reach that resuit, if -it is prac- } 


ticable, he has instructed the undersigned to announce to My. 
Fox the willingness of this Government tò enter into an ar: 


commission of survey and exploration, upon the basis of the 
origmal American proposition, and the Modifications offered by 
her Majesty’s Government. ; : 


The Secretary. of State is, therefore, authorized to invite Mr. - 


diately furnished with a requisite full power by the President, 
10 conclude a convention embracing thatobject, if her Majesty’s 
minister is duly empowered to proceed to the negotiation of is 
on the part of Great Britain. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to 
Mr. Fox the expression of his distinguished consideration. -~ 

JOHN FORSYTH, 
Henry S. Fox, esq. &c. 

Mr. Fos, in his answer of the Ist of May to this 
note, informed the Secretary of State that he was 
not then provided with full powers for negotiating 
the proposed convention, but that he would forth- 
with write to his Government for the parpose of 
obtaining them. . 

On the 8th of May, Mr. Forsyth addressed the 
Governor of Maine in the following language: ' 

I am instructed to announce to your excellency that, by di 
rection ofthe President, upon due consideration of the result of 
the late application of the General Government to the State of 
Maine on the subject of the Northeastern boundary, and in ac- 
cordance with the expresesd wishes of her Legislature, I have 
informed Mr. Fox of the willingness of this Government to enter 
into an arrangement with that of Great Britain for the establish- 
ment ofa joint commission of survey and exploration upon the 
basis of the original American proposition and the modifications 
offered by her Majesty’s Government; and to apprise you that 
Mr. Fox, being, at present, unprovided with full powers for ne- 
gotiating the proposed convention, has transmitted my commu- 
nication to his Government, in order that such fresh iustructions 
may be furnished to him, or such other steps taken; as may be 
deemed expedient on its part. 

It is in this state of the negotiation, the important 
preliminaries having all been settled, that the Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mr. Wivttams] proposes to arrest 
its progress; to take the question out of the-hends of 
the Executive, to whom it constitutionally belongs, 
and, by act of Congress, to run, and mark, and 
establish this line against the consent of Great Bri- 
tain. Such a course, if adopted, might prove fatal 
to the interests of Maine, and would be an open, 
palpable violation of the public faith. Let us wait 
until the negotiation shal] terminate. Should it ever 
become necessary, Maine will find me as firmly 
resolved to maintain her just rights, to any. extremi- 
ty, as any other individual in the nation. I trust 
that hour may never arrive. 

Ft has been contended that to run this iine could 
not be construed into an unfriendly measure. by 
Great Britain. Even if the bill proposed nothing 
but an experimental survey for the purpose of ob- 
taining information, this proposition could not be 


_ Stated with justice, in the present posture of the ne- 


gotiation. But this bill contemplates no such mea- 
sure. By its express terms the President is direct- 


Confidently relying, as the President does, . 


To what possibly could the Legislature have re- | 
` ferred, when they speak of the appointment. ofa 


A 


negotiate in a manner: agreeable 


ed to cause the disputed:baundary line “to be ace 


curately surveyed and marked, and suitable mönü” 


ments to be. erected thereon. atsuen points as may ` 


be deemed necessary and important.” It proposes 


- not merely an experimental survey, but an abso-~ 


lute determination where the treaty line. is, and to” 


have it. fixed and perpetuated by the erection of. 


monuments.. It breaks off. the negotiation, assymes 


the fact that the British Government are wrongand 
we are tight, and decidres, in effect, that we ‘will 


parties. - Would the spirit of the British nation 


| brook such a violent proceeding,’ in the face of the 


‘pending negotiations ‘between the two countries? 
Would we ourselves, of kindred. blood'as we are, 
tamely submit to a. similar proceeding? Suppose 
the British Parliament, at this moment, and whilst 
negotiations on ihé subject are still pending, were 


from Mars Hill, and erect permanent monuments 
along it, which they claim ‘to be the treaty line, 
would we tamely acquiesce insuch an act’ No, 
sir: for one I should resist the execution of sucha 
law of the British Parliament, by: the whole power 


as we would they should do unto’ us. | ners 
marked only in case the pending negotiation shéuld 


conclusion.: But does: not every one perceive that 


would bé an open declaration that if ujey will not 
quence shall be, that. we will'esiablish:the disputed: 
line for ourselves, Sufficient. for ‘the day is. the 
evil thereof, Let us wait. It cannot be long until 
the result of the negotiation shall be ascertained. 
Should it fail, we shall then -have all the facts be- 
fore us; and it will then be time enough to deter- 
mine what course the interest and the honor of the 
country require that we should pursue. i 


Again: It has. been insisted that this bill might 


upon the-President to run and mark the line ornot, 
as he may. decm. most expedient’. 
terly opposed: ` In the first place, 10 
responsibility ‘upon him which properly. belongs tó 


` Congress; and in the second place, it would eonfer 


a power upon ‘him which I. shall never entrust to 


‘any Executive. On the performance of this act 
` might; and probably would, depend peace or war, 


although the power to declare war belongs exclu- 
sively to Congress. If ever the time shall arrive 


when it will become necessary to run and mark this 


line in defiance of the power of Great Britain, Con- 
gievs ought to direct the performance of. the act; 
and we ought to be prepared to carry it into execu- 
tion by the whole power of the country. 


Before I resume my seat, I desire to express my 


Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster.] Let 
Great Britain surrender her claims. to the territory 
in dispute, and recognise our right to it under the 
treaty, as we have every reason to expect she will 
do eventually, from her justice and magnahimity; 
and then the General Government ought to use all 
its infivence with Maine, if indeed that should be. 
necessary, to induce. that State to consent to a'¢es- 
sion of all her territory north of the St. Johns, upon 
receiving an equivalent to the south of. that-river, 
In this manner, the British provinces would be ren- 
dered compact, and a direct communication between 
New Brnnswick and Quebec would -not be inter- 
cepted by the intervention of our territory. Indeed, 
nature herself seems to dictate this exchange. A 


agree to no-convention with them to ‘ascertain. this- 
“treaty boundary, in a manner satisfactory: to both ~ 


It has been suggested that this bill might be’ ` 
amended, so as to direct the line to be run and 


fail, in-consequence ot the refusal’ of the’ British- 
-Government to bring it toa satisfactory and speedy . 


‘us, the conse-| 


‘To-this Lam üt- 
‘it wouldimpose a... 


to direct her Majesty to survey and. mark the line 


of the United States. Let us then do unto others 


this: would be holding out a threat-in advance?’ It: 


pass with a.clanse conferring a discretionary power - 


hearty concurrence in a suggestion’ made. by the : 


river boundary between the two nations would be ` 


much more convenient than:any other; and the-ter- 
ritory of Maine north of the St. Johns, judging from 
the map, seems to be about equal in extent to the 
British territory south of-that river. If- there bea 
d fference in-value between-the two, this difference 
could be easily adjusted.” In the relatiye position 
of the adjacent territory-of both parties, it would-be 


a circumstance éver to-be-lamented, if any serious.” 


misunderstanding shouid arise between th ty 


fe setae me 
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tions out of the present controversy. It would Ye a 
contest comparatively about nothing. 

In conclusion, I scarcely know what disposition 
the Senate ought to make of this bili. It would not 
be treating a. sovereign State with proper respect 
to vote against its introduction. . After it shall have 
been received, should itbe referred to the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations, as one member of that 
committee, I shall be in favor of letting it sleep 
there, or of reporting it back to the Senate, witha 
recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 

RS Sara ie ET E 
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REMARKS OF MR. HOWARD, 
: Or MARYLAND. 

In the House of- Representatives, May 29, 1838— 
On the proposition of Mr. Evans, to refer so 
much of the Message of the President on the sub- 
ject of the Northeastern Boundary, as related to 
the remuneration of certain individuals, to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and that the re- 
sidue thereof be, for the present, laid on the table. 
Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the Committee 

on Foreign Affairs) said that this debate, like one 

which had occurred a short time ago upon the sub- 
ject of the territory tothe westward of the Rocky 

Mountairs, contemplated no vote by the House 

upon any controverted point, and was, therefore, 

important only as far as the expression of opinion 
by members of the House might breate an infu- 
ence uponthe public mind. In the course of the 
debate, some things had been said which seemed 
to him to require such comments as he might be 
enabled to make from his general recollection; 
for, being entirely ignorant until that morning of 
the reasons which induced the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] to make the motion which he 
had made, or. of the. train of argument which he 
meant to pursue in support of that motion, he was 
obliged.to throw. himseif upon his remembrance of 
the multitudinous documents relating to the North- 
eastern Boundary, without having an opportunity 
of inspecting them minutely. Whilst the gentle- 
men who had. preceded him were addressing the 
House, he had referred to some of these papers, 
and felt a sufficient justification for the dissent 
which he intended to express from some of the opi- 
nions advanced by those gentlemen. The motion 
was twofold: to refer that, portion of the Message 
which related to the claims of certain persons for 
compensation to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and to lay upon the table the residue of the Mes- 
sage. Upon each of. these points he proposed to 

say a few words. i 
The Governor of Maine had addressed a letter to 

the President of the United States, enclosing seve- 

ral resolves of the Legislature of that State, and 
claiming reimbursement from the General Govern- 
ment, of certain moneys paid to Ebenezer S, Gree- 
ly, John Baker, and others, in compensation for 
losses and sufferings experienced by them respec- 
tively, which letter had been transmitted by the 
President to the House of Representatives; and it 
was now proposed to referit to the Committeeon Fo- 
reign Affairs. To this reference -he had not the 
slightest objection. On the contrary, it would give 
him, individually, and, he was sure, the committee, 
collectively, great pleasure to re-examine the sub- 
ject, and review the opinion which they had ex- 
pressed in a report at the last session of Congress. 
The demand now made by the Governor, in the 
same form as before, which did not receive the 
sanction of the committee, and its repetition, under 
circumstances which manifeste an entire disregard 
of the principle which had governed the committee 
jn coming to the conclusion which they reached, must 
be construed into an implied but strong censure of 
that report; and he (Mr. H.) felt himself called 
upon to vindicate it. He did not know whether 
the persons for whom compensation was now asked 
were, or were not, the same whose cases had been 
the subject of that report, as, in 1837, one of them 
is called John Harford, and,in 1838, John Har- 
ford, jr;and the name of Phineas R. Harford, 
which was before the committee last year, nowhere 
appears in the dosumen's now before the House. 
But the principle is the same upon which all the 


claims rest, as will be evident from a comparison 


. of the report of 1837 with the papers-now before us. 
On the first of February, 1837, the President, by” 


message, communicated to the House of Represen- 
tatives a letter from the Governor of the State of 


Maine, with sundry resolutions of the Legislature ” 


of that State, stating that there had been paid from- 
the State Treasury to John and Phineas: R. Har- 


ford the sum of one hundred dollars each, as a. 


compensation for losses and expenses incurred by 
them in 1831, and claiming to be reimbursed from 
the Treasury of the United States. On the 22d of 
February, 1837, the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs made a report, from which the following is 
an extract: 


“The uncertainty of the principle upon which the claim 
rests, shows the propriety of having this, like every other case 
involving an expenditure from the National Treasury, submit- 
ted to an examination by a committee of Congress, upon a di- 
rectclaim by the-individuals interested. Where a State Le- 
gislature interposes its decision, and asks that the money paid 

y it should be refunded, a committee of the House is placed in 
the embarrassing condition of reviewing the facts and princi- 


ples alleged to be settled by the vote of the Legislature, or of 


sanctioning the inadmissible pretension, that the opinion of 
any me State is a sufficient warrant for a chcrge upon the 
Federal Treasury. There are cases where an expenditure by 
a State should be promptly and hberally refunded; such, for 
example, as those in which she steps forward to defend herself 
from a sudden invasion by an enemy, or to ward off danger 
from any quarter. Taking upon herself the performance of a 
duty which the Constitution has devolved upon the Union, it is 
highly proper thatthe Union should acknowledge the service; 
but, even in these cases, the practice of the Government has 
been to subject the claim to a rigorous serutiny by the officers 
of the Federal Government.” 

It might be [Mr. Howarp continued] that these 
principles were unsound; and the Governor of 
Maine appeared to think so, because, in his letter 
to the President, after asking reimbursement by the 
Government of the United States of the several 
sums paid out of the Treasury cf the State, he 
says: j 

“The justice and propriety of granting this request, I can 
have no doubt, will be epparent to you and to Congress, when 
the circumstances under which the allowances were made are 
called to mind.” 


It. appeared somewhat extraordinary that the 
Governor of Maine should repeat his demand upon 
the President, without taking the slightest notice of 
the fate of a preceding demand, or thinking the 
doctrines laid down by the committee worthy of a 
passing comment. ` So far from being shaken in his 
belief of their correctness, he [Mr. H.] himself was 
confirmed in his opinion of their soundness, and their 
conformity with the settled practice of the House, 
although he was perfectly willing, as he had said 
before, to have them strictly and dispassionately 
reviewed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
now composed, in part, of different persons from 
those who constituted it when the report was made. 
He begged leave to test them by their application 
to the case before the House. On the 12th of 
March, 1838, the Legislature of Maine passed the 
following resolutions: 


“Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the Trea 
sury of this State to Ebenezer S. Grecly, five hundred dollars; 
which sum is in full for all sufferings and losses attendant upon 
his arrest and imprisonment in the jail at Frekerickton, N. B. 
in consequence of taking the census of Madawaska. 

“Resolved, That the Governor of this State be requested to 
ask and receive from the Government. of the United States a 
reimbursement of the sum hereby allowed to the said Greely, 
after the same shall have been paid to him out of the Treasury 
of this State.” ` 

On the 19th of March the Legislature passed re- 
solutions similar to the above, allowing to John 
Baker, Walter Powers, Nathaniel Bartlett, Angus- 
tine Webster, Isaac Yearington, and John Har- 
ford, jr. various sums of money in full compensa- 
tion for all sufferings and losses in consequence of 
organizing the town of Madawaska. 

Before any. compensation for losses onght to be 
taken out of the Federal Treasury, it became those 
who were the only constitutional guardians of the 
public money, viz: the Government of the United 


States, in all its branches, to see that the losses 


were of such a nature as to furnish a proper claim 
upon that Government, and that the compensation 
allowed was of a proper amount. But if a State 
undertakes to decide both these questions, and 
leaves to Congress nothing but the subordinate 
duty of providing an appropriation of the amount 
which another tribunal has determined to be the 
just debt, where is the security for the public mo- 
ney, which is the property of all the people of the 
United States? What is the right of one State 


‘has been so as long 


must be equally the right of all; and we should 
have in existence twenty-six keys to the National 
Treasury; the possessor of each of which could 
enter at his or their pleasure. Again: the remune- 
ration provided by Maine, is, in part, for sufferings 
sustained.. What- were these sufferings? - How 
much. will compensate them? ` These: are questions 
to be answered only by @ committee of the House 
of Representatives, or some officer of the Federal 
Government, if Congress choose to-vest him with 
the power, but by no means to be liquidated by any 
State Government, whose opinion ig to be held as 
final; This is the practice of the Government, and 
back as he had been able to 
trace it.” 4 f R 

After the late war with Great Britain, large 
claims were presented by many of the States ‘for 
money advanced under an urgent necessity to re- 
sist actual invasion by the enemy, and amongst 
these States was the one which he had the honor in 
part to represent. Maryland was obliged, from 
her geographical position, to call out her militia 
almost continually, and so promptly that there was 
no time to apply to the Federal Government; the 
consequence of which was tha, when the war was 
terminated, she had- expended all that constituted 
her capital. In obtaining the reimbursement, to 
which every principle of honor, gratitude, or po- 
licy entitled. her; at the hands of the Federal 
Government, she was nevertheless obliged to pars 
her- accounts through the ordeal of an Auditar’s 
Office, where none were admitted unless they were 
in conformity with the acts of Congress, and prac- 
tice of the Executive Departments; and he believed 
that, up to this day, she was largely a creditor of 
the United States for sums which she had spent in 
the defence of the country, without stopping to 
look always at the receipts to see whether or not 
they were in proper form to pass the Auditor’s in- 
spection. A gentleman of talents and industry, 
afterwards a member of this House, had been ap- 
pointed an agent on behalf of the State, and he had 
bestowed upon his duty that care, zea}, and ability, 
which might have been expected from his we!l-estab- 
lished character; but, still, speaking from general re- 
collection, Mr.H. thought there were large sums ex- 
pended by the State in the desultory militia warfare 
which she was, obliged to carry on, for which rio 
sufficient vouchers ever could be obtained, and they 
were, consequently, lost. » Butif the doctrine which 
is now contended for by the Governor of Maine be 
correct, it would only have been necessary for Ma- 
ryland to assert that she had incurred these ex- 
penses, which ought properly to have been borne by 
the Federal Government, and from her decision 
there would have been no appeal. Cases might be 
cited, even at the present Congress, where the 
claims of a State for militia services in repressing 
Indian hostilities are passed upon by a committee 
of the House of Representatives, but it was notne- 
cessary to go further into the examination of ‘this 
point. In all this, he did not mean to be under- 
stood as expressing any opinion as to the merits of 
the claims whichethe sufferers in Maine might have 
upon the Federal Government. ‘They might be 
perfectly just; and, if so, he would be amongst the 
first to reimburse them cheerfully. All he meant 
to contend for was, that he might be allowed to 
make up an opinion for himself upon the evidence 
in the case; and not be bound down by the opinion 
even of the Legisla.ure of a State, which, although 
entiled to great weight and respect, ought not to be 
considered obligatory. But he wished again to say 
that he should make no opposition io the reference 
of this part.of the message of the President to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The other subject of the message consisted of 
some documents relating to the Northeastern boun- 
dary—a topic of the deepest interest. The ques- 
tion had been so long discussed that the papers 
connected with it had grown toa great buik. The 
proceedings before the arbiter, of themselves, con- 
stituted a large folio volume, and this was only a 
part of the entire mass which it was proper to read, 
in order to arrive ata thorough knowledge of all 
the points in coniroversy. The gentlemen from 
Maine, [Mr. Evans and Mr. Patrriecp,} and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusiina,] 
had very properly avoided a general discussion of 
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the question, and confined their attention to afew | 
poinis which were more especially brought to the 
notice of the House by the recent correspondence | 
between Mr. Forsyth and Mr. Fox, now commu- 
nicated to us hy the President, and te those few 
points he would also restrict himself, digressing on- 
ly tosome collateral subjects upon which those gen- 
tlemen had expressed opinions {rom which he dis- 
sented. The first error into which they had fallen 
was in considering this a question appertaining to 
the State of Maine, almost to the exclusion of the 
Federal Government, in feeling and ‘interest. He 
did not so estimate it. It was the boundary of the 
United States which was in controversy, as well as 
the boundary of the State of Maine; it was with the 
United States that the treaty of 1783 was made; it 
was upon the Government and people of the Uni- 
ted States that the responsibility rested of conduct 
ing the negotiation to adjust the limits, and of bear- 
ing the consequences, if all friendly negotiation 
should fail, and the two nations be unhappily 
involved in a war on account of it. For’ one, 
(Mr. H. said,] he did not fear a war with Great 
Britain or any «ther power; and if such should un- 
fortunately be the result of this long dispute, he 
had an unwavering confidence that the people of 
the United States would do their duty to themselves, 
their ancestors, and their posterity. But he desired 
to say to those gentlemen whose feelings were ne- 
cessarily more deeply interested in the controversy 
than his own, because they came from States 
whose pride was deeply roused, that their sister 
States and the National Government must be per- 
mitted to pursue such course as they might deem 
advisable, and exhaust every possible mode of aini- 
cable arrangement, before plunging into an alter- - 
native so much to be deprecated. It was easy to 
account for and excuse the great anxiety of Maine 
upon this subject. Hier territorial extent and va- 
luable possessions were drawn into question; her 
frontier population. were so much: excited that the. 
peace of the country, often seriously menaced, had 
been hitherto preserved only by the exercisc of 
greal and praiseworthy prudence. As tor himself, 
although coming from a part of the Union which 
was.many hundred, perhaps nearly a thousand, 
miles distant from the land in dispute, he neverthe- 
less. felt all-that interest in the question which its 
nationality was calculated to inspire; and, unless 
he greatly mistook the character of the American 
people, they would stand by their brethren even in 
the distant regions of Maine or Arkansas, when- 
ever the Union was called upon to fulfil its duties 
to its members. 

But he must say, in all kindness to the gentlemen 
who had spoken, that they must not run ahead of 
the feeling of their sister States, and take upon 
themselves the decision of questions which the Go- 
vernment of the United States was alone competent 
to adjust. He viewed the resolution passed by the 
Legislature of Maine, directing the Governor to 
run out the boundary line, as a step of questiona- 
ble propriety. If it were intended asa mere sur- 
vey for the gratification of curiosity, unattended 
by any practical consequences, it would be unne- 
cessary and harmless, except for the danger of be- 
ing misconstrued. But he did not so consider it, 
It was not probable that such a step wouid be taken 
for such a purpose, nor was it looked upon as an 
idle, unproductive, ranning of the line. If it was 
intended to accompany or follow the survey by 
taking possession of the territory in dispute, he 
protested most solemnly against this transfer of 
one of the most important powers of the Federal 
Government to any State whatever. It was im- 
possible to permit the peace of the Union to be 
putin jeopardy by any frontier State along our 
border which might choose to assume to itself the 
responsibility of settling, by a summary. process, a 
dispute between the United States and an adjacent 
foreign power. ‘The gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] had spoken of the present as a “crisis” 
in this affair, and said that, upon the action of this 
House at the present session the whole future con- 
dition of this dispute depended. He has read to 
us the resolution as passed by Maine, ‘upon the 
construction of which he [Mr. H.] wished to say a 
word.ortwo. Itisasfollows: 9. _ : 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
grees be requesiyd to urge the. passage of the ‘DHE for the syr- 
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Northeastern Boundary—Mr. Howard: 


vey of the Northeastern boundary. of the United States, ete. 
now pending in Congress; and that if said bill shall not be- 
come a law during the present session of Congress, and if the 
Government of the United States, either alone or in conjunc: 
tion with Great Britain or the Sta-e of Maine, shall not, on or 
before the first day of September next, ‘establisti and appoint a 


commission fora survey ofsaid boundary line, it.slall then be | 


the imperative duty of the Governor, without further delay, ta 
appoint, forthwith, suitable commissioners and surveyors for 
ascertaining, running, and locating the Northeastern boun‘lary 


line of this State, and to cause the same to be carried into opera» - 


tion.” : > 
This resolution was. passed on the 23d of March, 
1838. i W 

It appears, from the documents before us, that on 
the 27th of April, 1838, Mr. Forsyth addressed a 
note to Mr. Fox, in which he refers to the opinion 


expressed by the Legislature of. Maine upon some: 


other points, and then says: __. 

- *Confidently relying, as the President does, upon the as- 
surances frequently repeated by the British Governmest. ofthe 
earnest desire to reach that result (finding and tracing the line 
described in the treaty of 1783) if it-is practicable, he has in- 
structed the undersigned to:announce to Mr Fox the willing- 
ness of this Government to enter into an arrangement wit 
Great Britain for the establishment of a joint commission of 
survey and exploration, upon the basis of the original Ameri- 
can proposition, and the modifications offered by her Majesty’s 
Government.” ae ; 

` He concludes the note by inviting Mr. Fox toa 
conference for the purpose of concluding a conven- 
tion embracing that object. Mr. Fox, on the Ist 
May, replies that, at present, he has no power to 
conclude such a convention, but will transmit the 
note of Mr. Forsyth to his Government. 

This is the state of the case which has been ge- 
nominated by the gentleman from Maine a crisis. 
He thinks that the Governor of Maine will pro- 
ceed, on the Ist of September, to execute the reso- 
lution of the Legislature, and “ascertain, run, and 


locate the boundary.”. It might beso, The gen- 


tleman from Maine, no doubt, ‘knew more of the: 


purposes of the Governor of his State than he: [Mr. 
H.] could possibly do; but he must be allowed to 
say that, if the Governor did take that course, it 
would not be justified by his obligations to the Fe- 
deral Government, nor a fair construction of the 


resolotion of the Legislature itself. That resolu- | 


tion-contemplated the probability ofa survey made 
by the United States in conjunction with Great 
Britain; and this was one of the cases in w rch ihe 
Governor was instrneted to omit the survey un- 
der the authority of the State. We have 
then a proposition on the part of the Secretary 
of State to institute a survey “in conjunction,” and 
early in May the note of Mr. Forsyth is trans- 
mitted to England for the necessary instructions of 
powers to Mr. Fox. The course pursued by the 
President is, ın the highest degree, respectful and 
conciliating to the State of Maine, and ought to re- 
ceive her cordial approbation She thinks that the 
line of the treaty can be traced and found upon the 
surface of the earth. Very well. The President 
acquiesces, and takes the necessary steps for obtain- 
ing the gratification ‘of her wishes, by proposing to 
the British Government to ran the line “ih con- 
junction.” And yet the gentleman from Maine 
says that, with all this effort to carry her desires 
into effect, without waiting for the result, she is de- 
termined to run riot, and put the peace of the na- 
tion in jeopardy. It cannot be. Suppose that, 
when the first of September shall arrive, the con- 
templated convention should not have been finally. 
concluded, owing to whatever cause of delay or 
difficulty may have intervened, will it be said that 
Maine, like a rigorous task master, will hold the 
Governments of both the United States and Great 
Britain to the very letter and hour cf her reqnisi- 
tion? Such was not the course of reasonable men. 
It would be assuming a tone so unbecoming, that 
the great object which Maine ought to have in 
view—of carrying with her the sympathy and feel- 
ings of the people of the United States—would be 
entirely frustrated. 

But it had been said that the proposition made 
‘by Mr. Forsyth is not in conformity with the wishes 
of Maine, because he aims ata joint commission of 
survey and exploration, upon. the basis of the origi 
nal American proposition, and the modifications offer- 
ed by her Majesty’s Government; and it is further 
said that neither that basis nor those modifications 
‘are acceptable to Maine. - Let us-consider this. 

The first reflection whieh arises in the mind is 
the strange existence of such a debaté upon ‘such: a 
topic in the House of Representatives. “A propo- 
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sal is made-by the. agent. of: one.Government ta. 
that of another to form a convention or'treaty} and, *. 
whilst:the subject-is pending; this-House, which is 
excluded by the Constitution from all share in’ the 
treaty-makiog power, rushes: into: the discussion,. © 
criticises the negotiation, finds-fault. withthe terms, 
and condems'the course of jhe agent ‘ofits own Gor’ 
vernment; or, rather; some members of the House; 
for no vote is asked. or. desired upon: the sabject.- 
-Bat still the matter is publicly debatedyand:the une” 
prosperous issue of the negotiation: prëdieted;- 
Would it not'haye been well.to have. permitted . the 
constitutional functionaries of the ‘Government to 


` have forméd the convention before thus: censuring 
D 


them for it in its inchoate state? -Does not 
every negotiatioh, as it: procéeds, vaty. its aspect, 
the two parties mutually receding from or changing 
their. ground: as. the stages..advance?., And have, 
genflemen ever reflected upon the injurious conse. — 
quences of debating propositions in.their tnsettled: 
form? In Louisiana there is a: practice of relin- 
quishing the dower.of.a wife upon.a general family 
consultation. If all the assembled branches of -her 
family agree to the renunciation, it is valid in law. 
So he was informed. But a family consultation-of © 
all the branches of the Government was. not the 


forth. Now, it is difficult to. undersiand what. they. 
were.. Mr..Fox’s own‘ understanding:is bis, as 


expressed in his note of 10th January, 1838:. 


“Phe object of-this-commissidn, as understood by her Ma: ’ 
‘ esty’s Government, would be to explore:the disputed territory: 
in Order to: find, within; ite. limits, dividing highlands which’ 
may answer the description of the-treaty, the search being fret: 
to be made in tho due ‘north ‘line from the monument atthe. 
heat ofthe St, Croix; and if no such highlands should be fousd 
in that meridian, the search to.be then continued to ‘the west- 
ward (thereof and her Majesty’s Government have stated their 
opinion, that, in order to avoid all fruitless disputes as to. the 
character of stich highlands, the commissioners should be 
instructed to look for highlands which both parties might ac“ 
knowledge as fuifilling the conditions of the weaty.? 0 =>, 

The first thing to be done by the commisioners, 
therefore, will be to find “within the limits of the 
disputed territory dividing. highlands which may 
answer the description of the-treaty?”. Is not this’ 
exactly. what the State of Maine desires? “‘the search 
being first made in the.due north line frém the moniu- 
ment of the St. Croix.” | This’is exactly the’ line 
claimed by the United States and Maine. . Is there’ 
any doubt of the'existence of such highlands'‘in the 
spot where they are alleged by us to exist? . There 
can be none. Mr. H. said that he had. personal 
knowledge of their existence. Whilst walking upon 


_the’ ramparts of Quebec, in the year.1828, in coms. 


pany. with an officer in the civil employment of 
the Canadian Government,.a range of distant hills 
to the south: was pointed out to him by-this officer 
as the highlands to which our line was claimed to 


run. ‘Their distance frum Quebec he did not 


know, bat they were. distinctly visible. Whether 
th ir vicinity to Quebec constitutes any part of the ~ 
objectioi of the British Government to permit, the. > 
people of. Maine to be such near neighbors to that -~ 
important citadel, he did not know; he: believed 


_that such an objeciion had never been expressed. 


Bat there are highlands there. If Maine is sure of 
this, why object to the search? ; : 

But the utility of the joint commission is further. 
commented on by. Mr. Fox, in the same note of,the 
10th of January, in the following extract: be 

“But with respect to the way in which the report of the'coin- 
mission might be likely ‘o lead. to an ultimate settlement ofthe 
question, her Majesty’s Government, in the first place, conceive 
that it was meant by the Government of the United States, that 


| ifthe commission should discover highlands answering to the - 


description of the treaty, a connecting line Adxawn from these 
lushiands to the head of the St. Croix should-bedesmed to be a 
portion of the boundary line between the two countries. But 
her Majesty’s Government would further begto refer the United 
States Secretary of State to the notes of Mr. McLane, of the Sth 
of June, 1833, and of the Ith and 28th of March, 1834, on this ` 
subject; in: which it will be seen that the Government of the 
Unted Siates appears to have contemplated, as one of the possi- 
bie results ef the proposed commission of exploration, that such 
additional information right possibly ‘be obtained, respecting 


- he features of the country inthe district to which the treaty: re- 


Jates, as might remove all doubt. as.to the. impracticability of 
Jaying down z boundary in accordance with the letter .of the 
‘treaty. = E RES et oa : 
Whats here said:to be the understanding of the” 
British Government.as:to, the “basis” and “m 
fications” 36- much complained of} “Jt is; tha 
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the commission should disċover highlands answering 
to the description of the treaty, “a connecting line 
drawn from these highlands to the head. of the St. 
Croix should be deemed to be a portion of the 
boundary line betwecn the two countries.” There | 
can be nothing in this unsatigfactory to Maine. 
On the contrary, it is precisely what she has always. 
contended for, and she cannot hesitate to risk the 
case upon the discovery of such highlands as an- 
swer the description of the treaty. 
isted whether the commissioners would agree ina | 
report, Mr. H. said he shared in those doubts. | 

} 


The argument was already strong enough to carry 
conviction of our title to this disputed territory to 
every unprejudiced mind; and if the King of the 
Netherlands had decided the case which was sub- 
mitted to him, instead of going in search of a fan- | 
cy of his own, he felt strong confidence that the 
decision could not have been against us. 

But the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Evans],com- 
plained that in the basis and modifications nothing ` 
was said about the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
which was the hinge upon which the whole dispute 
turned; and thought that Mr. Forsyth was yielding 
up an important point when he left that out o 
view. This complaint seemed to be entirely un- 
founded. The northwest angle of Nova Scotia 
could not be found, without first finding the high- 
lands. The early calls for the boundary lines of 
Nova Scotia, before the Revolution, are for the 
“highlands,” and the call is repeated in the treaty 
of 1783. It is called “that angle which is formed 
by a line drawn due north from the source of St. 
Croix river to the highlands.” Starting from the 
source of the. St. Croix, and running dye north, 
where do you run to, in order to fin? the northwest 
angle? To the highlands. And where are they? 
You must find them in the first instance, and, when 
yuu have done so, you then ascertain this angle. 
‘The objection is, therefore, ill founded. The Go- 
vyernment of the. United States. gives up nothing. 
They are in quest of the highlands, which is. the 
very first step in the investigation. “Without know- 
ing whese these highlands are, you cannot move an 
inch. Unfortunately there are too many highlands, 
or hills which are made to pass for such, and the 


problem to be solved is, which are the highlands | 
which best answer the description of the treaty of |) 


1783? If none such can be found, then the sug- | 
gestion made by Mr. Livingston, which is somuch | 
reprobated by ‘the gentleman from Maine, may 
perhaps come in as a last resort for solving the dif- | 
ficully. That suggestion ‘is nothing more than an ! 
application to the case of a rule which prevails in 
the municipal law of England, and most, if not all, 
of the States, being founded upon the plain dictates | 
of common sense. Every lawyer in the House must į 
understand and agree that, in the trial of ejectment 
suits between rival claimants for land, where the 
course and callis for natural boundaries eannot | 
both be gratified, the former yields to the latter. 
It is founded upon the obvious consideration that 
the compass may vary, but natural boundaries, 
such as a tree, a hill; or a rock, cannot change 
their position; and Mr. Livingston proposed that, if 
they coald find no highlands by running a due‘north 
course, they should adopt such a course as would 
bring them to the highlands at such place as would 
best gratify the requisitions of the treaty, and con- 
sider that line as the boundary. Itis true that Sir 
Charles Vaughn inquired from Mr. Livingston 
whether his idea was to ran to the east as weil as 
the west of a due north course, and that Mr. Li- | 
vingston answered that the. United States claimed 
nothing to the eastward of such a line. But this 
proposition was not accépted by the British Govern- 
ment. Its acceptance was clogged with inadmissi- | 
bie preliminary stipulations; and the basis and modi- i 
fications upon which itis proposed to conclude the 
convention, must be found in some subsequent part 
of the correspondence. They are thus described | 
by Mr. Forsyth in a note to Mr. Fox, dated | 
February 7, 1838: | 

i 


“The American proposition is intended, and, if agreed to, 


would doirbuess be successful, to dicide the question of boun- || 


dary definitively, by the adoption of the highlands reported by 
the commissioners of survey, and would thus secure the treaty 


line.” 
Whatever may be thought of the proposition of 
Mr. Livingston, it seemed te have passed away 


If doubts ex- if 


ii little stream, and then striking across a country 


‘to open a new negotiation with Great Britain. 


- the embarrassment. 


‘Vine running along highlands.” Ranges of moun- | 
i i j s į prédécessor, yet I flatter myself that none of those 
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‘from the view of both parties. The circumstances 
under which the suggestion was made ought not to` 
be overlooked. The President had préviously sub- 
mitied the decision uf the King of the Netherlands 
to the judgment of the Senate, who refused to ratify 
it, and passed a resolution requesting the President 
No 
basis was mentioned, noclew to their opinion given 
as to the terms of that negotiation; no indication af- - 
forded of the ground upon which the President 
Should place it. But he was requested again to 
renew `a negotiation which had ended in a fruitless 
arbitration, and he was left fo extricate himself 
from the difficulty, with perhaps a secret satisfac- 
tion in the minds of some persons at the extent of 
In this state of the case, Mr. 
Livingston threw out the suggestion complained of, 
with a view, perhaps, of presenting something to 
the British Government which had not previously 
been brought before them, and avoiding the repeti- ` 
tion of the same arguments which ‘had been una- 
vailingly employed for fifteen years. At any rate, 
the proposition was not considered in the same light 
in which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] 
now views it, for they rejected it. 

But, it was asked, of what use a survey would 
be? This question ought to be answered, instead of 
being propounded, by the gentleman from Maine, 
since that State appeared so much io desire one, as 
to be ready to undertake it at its own expense and 
responsibility. The note o? Mr. Forsyth, read by 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. FarrrieLp,] shows 
that this survey is only to collect information, and 
that the commissioners are not to be clothed with 
the power of deciding the question. This was the 
modification of the basis of the American proposi- 
tion, which it was much to be regretted that the 
British Government persevered in urging. A sur ; 
vey would illusirate une poiiliu the controversy, 
which woald strengthen the American argument 
very nuch. The second line of the boundary had 
never yet been run officially, an:! he was satisfied 
that when itcame to be se, the claim of the British 
would be much weakened. In the course of his 
reading upon this subject during the winier, it had 
oceurred to him as strange why the commissioners 
under the treaty of Ghent did not make the -entire 
survey, instead of stopping short at the termination 
of the first line, or that which runs north from the 
head of the St. Croix. . Finding no satisfactory 
reason in the printed documents, he had referred 
to the manuscript report of Mr. Van Ness, 
the American. commissioner, on file in the State | 
Department, but found ns reason given there. 
It seemed to be the most natural course, when 
two different terminations were proposed of the 
first line, to continue the survey all round, in 
order to see which termination would best gratify 
the ‘subsequent calls of the treaty. This was 
the course always in disputes about land between 
individuals. Who ever heard of submitting an 
ejectment case to a jury with only one line run 


run narth {o certain highlands, and the second 
along said highlands, &c. Now, if it should be 
found that, according to the American location, the 
call for highlands in the second line would be 
gratified fully by finding a range of highlands ex- | 
actly responding to the call, and, according to the 
British location, the second line would pursue a 
sinuous course; running round the head of some 


t 
| 
out upon the plat? The first line was required to | 
i 
H 
| 
| 
t 
j 
i 


nearly level, to the distance ofiwenty or thirty miles, 
in ordet to reach anotherspring, and thus making a 
crooked line, as serpentine as the course of the Mis- 
sissippi in its most crooked parts, it would require | 
great imagination to denominate such a line asa 


tains or hills, and particularly those which divide 
waters owing in different directions, are usually 
straight, or nearly so, and when laid down upon | 
the map, are traced by a line nearly straight. Upon | 
recent maps the pretensions of the British Govern- | 
ment are laid down, he did not knew by whom or i 
when surveyed; but if there are “highlands,” in the | 
natural acceptation of the term, Where their line is | 
made to run, it is the only such range of highlands. | 
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‘highlands there, and an official survey would settle 


this point, : 

The geatleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusa- 
Inc] had expressed great but unnecessary alarm 
‘at the doctrine maintained in some’ of the British 
State Papers, that. we in the United States derived 
our tiile to our country by grant in the treaty of 
1783, and that, if we could not show that the ter- 
ritory in question was included in the grant, it he- 
longed of course to the British. The apprehension 
expressed by that gentleman seemed to him. entire- 
ly unnecessary, because nothing upon the Amerie 
can side of ‘the correspondence had been, or could 
be fonnd, which tolerated the prétension for a 
moment. The venerable colleague of that gentle- 
man [Mr. Apams] had settled the doctrine upon 
this point many years ago, in an argument, which 
was one of the most logical and irresistible which 
he [Mr. H.] had ever read upon any subject. And 
no American statesman would ever think of adopt- 
ing any other than the law thus thoroughly settled. 
For this essay, establishing that the treaty of 1783 
was a severance of joint property, instead of being 
a grant from a superior to an inferior power, that 
honorable gentleman was entitled to the thanks 
of his country; and he took pleasure in expressing 
this opinion, although the commendation of such an 
humble individual as himself might not be esteemed 
as of much account.’ He thought that the anxiety 
expressed by the gentleman [Mr. Cusine] was en- 
tirely superfluous. . When the Secretary of State 
should be found to admit the validity of this British 
doctrine, there would be cause of alarm; and he 
(Mr. H.] would be ready to concur in the most ef- 
fectual method of expressing the opinion of the 
House of Representatives upon a point so deeply 
involving both the interests and honor of the na- 
tion. But the accomplished statesman at the head 
of the State Department was too well acquainted 
with the history of the nation, and too much alive 
to whatever might touch its honor, ever to listen to 
or countenance such an inadmissible pretension on 
the part of the British Goverament. 

SR PIRI I, 


INDEPENDENT, TREASURY. 
REMARKS OF MR. CHAPMAN, 


Or ALABAMA, i 
In the House! of Representatives, Juñe 13, 1838—In 

Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, ona bill to grant pre-emption rights to 

the settlers on the public fands. 

Myr. Carman: d congratulate the cilizens of those 
States and Territories in which public lands are si- 
tuated, that, after three years’ struggle and vigi- 
lant watchfulness on the part of their representa- 
tives, they have a prospect now of some action by 
Congress on a bill that is so essential to their pros- 
perity. Representing a districtso deeply concern- 
ed in this measure, I should: be unfaithfal to those 
constituents who have chosen me mainly because 
they had confidence in my zeal in effecting the 
passage of this bill, if I were not to express the 
views J entertain on the subject here, that I have so 
often declared to them. | But, thankful to the mem- 
bers of this body for their aid in taking the bill up 
at this time, I shall not longer trespass cn their pa- 
tience than will be required to present, as briefly as ` 
possible, the most prominent arguments that occur 
to my mind in favor of this important measure. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to find from the in- 
dications we have had since the subject has been 
before the committee, that it is not made a party 
question. [hope it will not be so considered by 
any. Although it has been strongly recommended 
by the President of the United States in his late 
Message, and sanctioned and approved by his 


who oppose the present or late Administrations will, 
on that account alone, refuse their support to this 
bill. Nor, Mr. Chairman, is this a mere local 
question, effecting only the interests of the new 
States. It addresses itself to every member, of 
whatever party, whether he comes from the North 
or the South, the East or.the West, as a subject 
calling for his impartial and serious consideration. 
The disposition of the public lands among the cii- 
zens in the way best calculated to advance the in- 
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terests and prosperity of our common couniry, 
must be the earnest desire of every patriot: the 
only disagreement is, as to the proper manner of 


obtaining these ends. ; : 
Having resided for some years in Alabama, and 


witnessed the practical operation ofthe various. 


acts of Congress on the subject of the public lands, 
without ever having been in the slightest degree a 
participant in the benefits of any, Lam prepared to 
say, thal the measure now proposed is the best that 
can be devised for the disposition of the public do- 
main, whether it be regarded in its effect.on the re- 
venue, the rights of those citizens immediately in- 
terested, or the application of those lands to ag- 
ricultural purposes, for which they were designed. 

This, sir, is no new proposition, now for the first 
time brought forward for the consideration of. Con- 
gress. If it were an original measure, it might still 
be sustained on grounds that could not be shaken; 
but we are now enabled to bring to our aid, in sup- 
porting it, the practical lessons of experience for 
many years past, to show the wisdom of this 
policy when first adopted. i m a S 

It would scarcely seem necessary to discuss the 
merits of the pre-emption system at this day, after 
jt has so often received the sanction of Congress. I 
have, however, as a: matter of curiosity, looked 
somewhat into the history of it, and find, that it 
commenced by special acts, affecting particular 
classes of individuals, at a very early period of our 
Government. Of these special acts, besides a great 
many others for the benefit of particular individu- 
als, there have been, perhaps, fifty, embracing 
almost every description ofsettlers, although limit- 
ed in their application. It isa strange fact, .too, 
that many of those acts were passed for the benefit 
of foreigners, when our own citizens were denied 
the advantages. I have ascertained further, that 


before the passage of the first general pre-emption . 


law, as weil as since, but when no such law: was 
in operation, the principle was not only recognised 
by the special acts referred to, but. that, in various 
others, granting lands for particular objects, the 


rights of all ogcupants thereon were protected by < 


express provisions. 

On the 29th of May, 1830, Congress, for the first 
time, passed a general law for the benefit of all 
occupants on the public lands, as had been done 
repeatedly before, as I have stated, for particular 
classes of citizens, by special acts, Although that 
act was limited as to time, ıt has teen revived at 
different periods since, untilitis now considered as 
the settled policy of the country—as a pledge that, 
in all fature ime, those who settle down in the 
wilderness, and encounter the privations, dangers, 
and difficulties incident to an early seitlemenf—who 
not only improve the land they take possession of, 
by their own labor and expense, but give additional 
value to the surrounding lands by the public im- 
provements they make, and the conveniences. they 


afford to other settlers—shall, in the purchase 


thereof, be preferred. 

If, in the origin of this system, the considera- 
tions, some of which I have suggested, influenced, 
as it certaitly should have done, a grant of the 
right of pre-emption to the then settlers, how much 
stronger must be the claims of the occupants since? 

In reference to all law, it is well said, that the 
uniformity of it is of the utmost importance to the 
happiness and prosperity of the people; and ia the 
administration of any Government, nothing is of 
more importance than the observance of good faith, 
not only towards other Governments, but the cili- 
zens of our own country. The practice of good 
faith, in the sense I intend the application of 
the term, requires, that when a system has been 
adopted, under which any interest or employment 

‘has sprung up depending. on it, great injustice 


would be done to such interest or business by a- 


sudden abandonment. When a course of policy 
has been pursucd calculated to inspire expectations 
among the people, subsequent legislation ought not 
to defeat them. Upon this principle it was that all 
parties in this country, a few years ago, acquiesced 
jn a gradual, instead of a sudden, reduction of the 
tariff. Great and important interests had grown 
up under that policy, admitted to be unequal, and 
by many believed to be unconstitutional, that could 
not have been. suddenly abandoned without great 
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injustice towards the owners, and perhaps bad faith, 
added to unwise policy, by. the Government. The 
same reasoning may be applied with still greater 
force to the seitlers on the.public lands now. They, 
seeing the policy of the Government to protect 
those who had ‘setiled heretofore under circum- 
stances less calculated to create such expectations, 
so frequently carried out, have been thereby iu- 
duced to take possession of the waste lands, and 
improve them to an extent beyond those. who pre- 


| ceded them, as much as their confidence in the 


turther protection of Congress has been increased 
by repeated legislation on the subject. 

The most prominent argument in favor of the 
right of occupancy arises from the fact of the im- 
provement made by the first settler. At this day, 
for the reasons stated, such Improvements. are 


much more valuable than formerly. Consequently, 


the argument iù favor of that class of persons has 
strengthened in proportion to the increase of their 
improvements 2o- 
But the-advocates of the pre-emption policy are 
told that every settler on the public lands is a 
trespasser, the act of settlement itself a violation of 
law, &c. and the statute of 1807 to prevent per- 
sons from taking possession of the lands of the 


| United States, is the authority for these charges. 


I deny that the act alluded to has any application 
to the settlers on the public lands who set up ne 
claim adverse to the title of the Government. It 
was intended only for those who set up adverse 
claims, and not for the bana fide occupant for culti- 
vation, claiming no title against the United States. 
By an examination of the history of this act, 
(which I leave for those gentlemen who will follow 
me on the same side of the question,) it will 
sufficiently appear. that it was never- designed to 


prevent the settlement of the public lands by per- - 


sons setting up no title. 

. Bat admitting it to. be true that the act of 1807 
embraced in its terms all occupants, it is now in 
effect, if not by legal construction, inoperative—a 
dead letter. It cannot be denied but that it was 
suspended while the several occupant laws referred 
to were in force, and that all offences (if offences 
they could be called) committed under it were 
legalized by those laws; will it be pretended, then, 


that a statute so highly penal could be ‘revived by - 


mere implication and construction? It is one 


! rule of construction, I believe, of such laws as are 


not penal in their character, that an act repealing 
another, being itself repealed, revives the first. 
But this rule does not apply in the construction of. 
penal statutes; nor would it sustain the proposition 
that the act of 1807 is in force, even if it were not 
a penal statute; for the several occupant laws that 
in effect, as I contend, repealed that act, were not 
repealed, but expired by their own limitation. 
Ltrust I have shown thatthe act of 1807is not, by 
a fair construction, in operation; but surely this was 
unnecessary, since no attempt has been made, at 
least for many years, to execute it. J am certain 
that in the State I in part represent, no instance can 


be given of an effort to enforce it. -Indeed public . 


opinion would not countenance a prosecution of 
that sort, admitting it susceptible of a construction 
such as has been contended for. 


this bill is intended present themselves as the occu- 
pants of the public land for cultivation, invited to 
locate upon it by the long settled policy of the Go- 
vernment, and they have, by that continued policy, 
been‘encouraged to make improvements of great 
value to themselves, and important. in developing 
the advantages and resources of the country in 
which they live. The Government lands are for 
sale, and if you choose to have it so,I will add 
that they are offered for the best price that can be 
obtained. . ` 

Thisleads us to an inquiry into the operation of 
the pre-emption system when compared with the 
auction plan, in the sale of the public lands, so far 
as it affects the revenue of the country. 

Until 1820, most of the public lands that had 
then been sold, were sold under the hammer; but 
little had then been taken by private entry. Be- 
fore that, the. minimum price-was two dollars an 
acre, and on a credit for the balance, after paying 


one-fourth cash, of one, two, and three years. No | 


The law of 1807, | 
then, out of the way, those for whose protection 
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as I have before remarked, until 1830. “Under the - 


were passed, granting further time, authorizing Ye- 


. linquishment, and reducing the amount in cash pay- 


ment, &c:; and finally, the credit system was aban- 
doned, and the minimum, reduced -to™- the present 


. price of one dollar and a. quarter... From’ 1820, 


when the cash system was. adopted; to.the present 
time, or to the last returns, the average price of all 
the lands sold is only one dollar twenty-seven and 
four-fifths cents per acre; only two cents and four- 
fifths over the minimum. ao u 
The highest average any one year since 1821, is 
only one dollar and thirty-three cents; and.in 1836, 
when upwards of twenty millions of acres were sold, 
the average price was only ene dollar and twenty- 
five cents. Since thé cash ‘system .commenced, 
more than half the quantity of Jandssold, have only 
brought an average of about one and å third cents . 
above the minimun price. © >s ct. pug’ 
All these facts appear in the late report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land. Office in gn- 
swer to a resolution adopted at the late called ess 
sion of Congress. Thus it will beseén that, although 
the pre-emption laws of general operation:have only 


bt ides $ s 

only about one and a’ third cent-above. o 0 0 5 
The additional expense to the. Government at- 
tending the salé at auction, over that by pre-emp- 
tion, faving nothing: of. the increased. inconve- 
nience and expense to the people,) greatly exceeds 
the highest excess that has been “obtained over the 
minimum, éven when it was at two dollars per acre. 
Since the cash ‘system, and especially for the last 


ten or twélve years, combinations at public ‘sales 
have been so. completely: organized, and reduced to 
such a system; thatthe inalia: i y 


nothing above Government--p 
céeds-considerably less. j hee sh 
From these facts, the. conclusion is: irresistible, 
that, every other consideration aside, and looking at 
the question only as one of dollars and cents, the 
pre-emption policy ought to be preferred. a 
I have taken it tor granted that it is the policy of 
the Government to dispose of all the public lands; 
and although ‘this is the only Government that ever 
has exacted from. the citizens more for the lands 
than a sum sufficient for the expense.of surveys and 


sale, yet I have, forthe purposes of the present in- 


quiry, admitted that the object is ‘to obtain ‘the best 
price.. Oar past experience, as I have: shown, 
proves that, in protecting the claims ef occupants, 
prices as high, and after deducting expenses, even 
above that received for the like quantity by auction, 
have been realized. ‘The next inquiry is, whether 
the pre-emption or the auction system is most likely 
to increase sales. © For the facis on. this point, £. 
beg leave again to refer to the same report of the 
Commissioner. R, , eae 
The estimated quantity of publie lands to which 
the Indian title had been extinguished was, atthe 
date of that report, three hundred and. thirteen: mil-. 
lions six hundred thousand acres and upwards, 
lying within the’several States and Territories. Up 
to that time, one hundred ‘and: eighty-n‘ne-millions 
six hundred and eighty-six thousand had been sut- 
veyed; of which, one hundred and seventy-two mil- 
lions and upwards had been ‘offered at public sale, 
and seventy-five millions and twenty-five thousand 
had been sold. Gey eee, 
` Since the passage of the first pre-emption. law-in 
1830, including the whole of that year, there:had 
been sold at the time of said report, about fifty-four 
millions of acres; being considerably- over two- 
thirds of the whole quantity: sold from thè com- 
mencement of the sales of public lands: Thus 
within a period of Jess than. eight. years, ant : 
a Portion-of thet time the pre-emption laws. were. 
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in force, more than donble the quantity was sold, 
that had been before, from the earliest period of the 
sales of public lands, Admitting then, to the fullest 
extent, that many other causes have operated to 
increase the sale of the public lands within the pe- 
riod mentioned, still the facis stated sufficiently 
show, that the pre-emption acts have been- the 
principal means of -prodiicing this heavy increase; 
for, on examination of the report, it will be per- 
ceived that in the years when these laws. were in 
force, the quantity of land sold was greater than in 
any others. : 

Mr. Chair.nan, it has been objeeted by some 
gentlemen to this system, that it gives improper ad- 
vantages 10 one class of citizens over another; that 
some are permitted to go Gpon the public lands 
and take possession of the best, while the inferior 
and refused. only, is left for those more high-toned 
geutiemen, who scruple at going in the face of the 
law of 1897, upon the public lands, until after they 
have purchased. In. answer to this, it would be 
sufficient to point to the proof adduced to show that 
no more than the minimum price is obtained for 
any land—the rich as well as the poor yields no 
more. It becomes, then, a question, who shall be 
pormitted to purchase; the man who has mixed the 
value of his labor with the price of the land, and 
uses is for cultivation; or the other, who desires it 
either because it is rendered more immediately pro- 
fitable by the labor of the original settler, and there- 
fure better suited. for the purposes of cultivation; or 
because he perceives that by this increased value 
he can realize a larger preemption by the opera- 
tion, if he intends it for purposes o! speculation? 
Is it the business of Congress, in dispusirg of the 
Government lands, to transfer the loh:-r of one man 
to another more wealthy, and especially without 
bringing one cent mere into the pubiie Treasury? 
Or is it the policy of this country to evict from the 
land the industrious husbandman, who has over- 
come by his labor.all the difficulties of early settie- 
ment—the productive cultivator of the soil, who 
stands ready to defend his country in. the hour of 
peril, and-turn his family from their happy home, 
and transfer all to the heartless, cold-blooded spe- 
culator, who offers no more? I hope such will not 
be the opinion of a majority of this committee. 

Bat, sir, it is not true that the choice lands are 
taken by the first settlers, as gentlemen have 
supposed. Those who remove, are much more 
careful to locate upon a healthy place, having the 
advantage of pure water, aud easily cleared to 
make the first erop, than they are. in selecting a rich 
tract of land. The most valuable lands are not 
those that emigrants take possession of. That de- 
scription of land requires more force in the prepara- 
tion for cultivation, than the class of persons referred 
to have itin their power to obtain. Nor isita pro- 
fitable business, as has been said by gentlemen, to 
make improvements on the public lands, and sel- 
them to others. The originalsettler rarely gets the 
value of his labor in the operation and he who 
buys an improved place, insizad of making anim- 
provement, is always benefitted. 

From the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, it appears. that lands have 
sold more freely during the existence of the pre- 
emption laws. Those who have observed the cpera- 
tion of that system, know also that more of the 
inferior quality sells to the cultivators of the soil 
than to those who buy for speculation, When the 
speculator comes into the market he selects none 
but the most valuable—that on which he can make 


the greatest profit from his capital; and while it ` 


continues in his hands, the more inferior lands ad- 
joining remain unsold. But the cecupant, after he 
gets the quarter section by pre-emption, finds it 
necessary, in making out a compact farm for cu- 
tivation, to enter poor lands convenient; and as his 
means increase, continues to extend his settlement. 
Ry this way most of ihe lands of inferior quality 
are taken up, that would never have suld while the 
fertile lands in their neighborhood were in the 
hands of the speculators. 

It is good policy, especially in a Republican Go- 
yernment, to encevrage the distribution of lands 
‘among the citizens in small tracts, and not to favor 
the accumulation of a great. quantity in the hands 
ofa few individuals. particularly those who do not 
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intend it for cultivation. By the auction system, 
the lands are bought up by speculators, who hold 
them up in large traets, not forcultivation, but to sell 
out to the productive class at high prices. The 
speculators, not the Government, are benefitted by 
the public sales. 'I 
themselves, to the exclusion of the seitlers, who 
are unable to come in competition with them at a 
publicsale. Those who want the land for cultiva- 
tion can only get it by paying a high bounty to the 
capitalist, either by an agreement before the sale, 
in the way of “hush money,” or a high advance 
on cost after. By this means the improvement 
and prosperity of the country are retarded, and the 


military power weakened. The pre-emption prin- 


ciple tends to make every industrious citizen a 
freeholder; a more independent, a more patriotic 
citizen. Ihave in my immediate district the best 
practical proof of this. That portion of it benefite 
ted by farmer pre-emption Jaws, has seat out more 
volunteers since the commencement of the Jate hos- 
tilities with the Seminole and Creeks, than any 
other country of the same extent.. By becoming 


the owners of the soil they feel a stronger love of- 


country; and having received the favor of the Go- 
vernment by pre-emption right to their improve- 
ments, they are grateful, and ready to take up arms 
in their country’s defence. I believe that one half 
of those capable of bearing arms in the section of. 
the country referred to, have volunteered. | That 
they were true and gallant soldiers, the officers un- 
der whom they served, have given ample testi- 
mony. ; 

Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to examine, at 
this time, into the question how far, under the com- 
pacts between the United States and the several 
new States, there is an obligation on the part of 
the former to divest themselves of the Jands within 
the limits of the latter, and in atnanner best cal- 
culated to promote early improvement and cultiva- 
tion. Those States are evidently much crippled by 
the policy of continuing the lands in the hands of 
the General Government, and their prosperity 
thereby greatly postponed. I consider the claims 
of the new States to have the title of the United 
States divested of the lands within their limits, 
mnch stronger than to extinguish: the- Indian title; 
because, in one case, it depends alone on the action 
of this Government, but in the other, it requires the 
consent of the Indians also. 

it has been said by some that it is the interest of 
the old States to prevent the rapid settlement of the 
younger members of the Confederacy, and thereby 
prevent the heavy drafts on their population and 
wealth. I trust, Mr. Chairman, that such con- 
tracted and narrow policy will find but few advo- 
cates on this floor, We are one peopte; and what 
advances the interest of one section of the country, 
reflects corresponding benefits to another. Our 
citizens were once your citizens, and, I trust, still 
deserve justice at your hands; we ask nothing more. 
The improvement of the new States adds wealth 
and strength to the Union, lightens taxation, in- 
creases our national resources, and creates a new 
and extensive market for the trade of the old. We 
all advocate free trade: let us not, then, by a nar- 
row policy, restrain cur people from following the 
dictates of their own judgment in pursuit of wealth, 
honcr, and happiness. 

My. Chairman, having thus presented some of 
the arguments in favor of the general principles of 
this bill, I will notice very briefly the specific pro- 
position now submitted, and a few of the objections 
that heve been urged. 

In all the former laws on this subject, provi- 
sion was made, that when two were settled on the 
same quarter section, one or both should be en- 
titled under certain restrictions to select other lands 
not particularly designated. This right is familiar- 
ly called a “Aoating” privilege. To equalize the 
benefits of such a law among those who fall within 
its provisions, some such advantage it would seem 
ought to be given. But the great clamor raised of late 
years about frauds commiited under the pre-emp- 
tion laws, especially under this floating provision, 
(he accounts of which, however, have been much 
exaggerated,) brought the system itself somewhat 
into disrepute, and rendered the floating principle 
zo odious, that the friends of the measure thought it 


They form a monopoly among - 


best to guard this bill as strong’y as possible 
against any attempt at-fraud or evasion, and ‘to 
yield up altogether the floating feature. -In draw- 


- ing up the bill now under consideration, the de- 


fects in former laws, in this particular, have been, as 
far as experience in théir operation would enable 
us, corrected; every avenue of frand has been 
‘closed. It provides for those only who have a per- 
sonal residence ‘on the land; and, as the Hoating 
right for th? reasons stated has been left out, all 


- thosé who reside on the same quarier section are 


to have it in. common. Other: laws required cul- 
vation; and what constituted cultivation was a ques- 
tion of much doubt and difficulty; and therefore 
that requisition was omitted, and habitation substi- 
tuted; about which there can be no difference 
of opinion. Thus we think the billnow under 
consideration will not be subjected to doubt or mis- ` 
constraction; and, while we have retained the main 
principle of the former laws, we have guarded this 
so, that none who do not come within the reason, 
can obtain the benefits. i 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Lix- 
COLN] objected to that part of the bill, as it came 
from the Senate, requiring a residence on the Ist 
December last, as being indefinite and uncertain. 
Although I could not perceive the grounds for his 
doubts, yet, as it might have been. misconsirued, I 
am perfectly agreed to accept the amendment he 
proposed as a remedy; that is, to require a residence 
atthe passage of the bill, and for four months 
previous.. ; a ee 

I cannot, however, consider ‘as favorably the 
other amendment offered by that gentleman, pro- 
posing to exclude all from the benefits of this. bill 
who have taken land under any former pre-emption 
law. This amendment strikes at the very funda- 
menial principles of the system; and I cannot see 
how any of those who favor the right of pre- 
emption, can support it. We have shown you by 
the printed documents that as much is obtained for 
the public land by this system as any other. 
Where, then, is the loss to the Government by per- 
mitting more than one pre-emption? All the argu- 
ments that have been urged in favor of the right, 
apply to him who made the second with as much 
force as to him who had made the first improve- 
ment. The labor bestowed, which is the basis of 
the claim, is the same in both cases; and in neither 
does he get it without payment. My colleague, 
[Mr. Lyow,] who is well informed as to the opera- 
tion of this system, has shown most conclusively 
the injustice of this amendment, especially in the 
general terms in which it is proposed. .We know 
that many of those embraced in former bills were 
allowed so small a quantity of land, that they 
were obliged to Jock out elsewhere, Others, find- 
ing their places unhealthy, had to remove. 

The gentleman from Massachusetis,in advocating 
this amendment, which was offered by him in the 
Committee on Public Lands, and rejected at my 
instance by a majority, has thought proper to re- 
mark on the organization of that committee, too 
favorable, ashe thinks, to the interests of the new 
States. In reply to that charge, I have only to say 
that, in the appointment of committees, it is usual, 
and, indeed, necessary, to select those who are most 
familiar with the questions they have to consider. 
The committees of this House’on other snbjeets 
will be found to have been organized on the same 
principle. 

` The gentleman himself is from an old State, 
and yet T have. found him generally ‘liberal in his 
views of policy in relation to the pnbliclands. He 
professes, however, to be an‘advocate of the right 
of pre-emption, under proper restrictions; but really 
Į am obliged io conclude, from the character of the 
amefidmenthe has now proposed, and his remarks 
in support of it, phat his resirictieas would lead to the 
destruction of the principle itself, i 

The genteman from Kentucky, (Mr. Unrer- 
woop,} too, comes forward with another proposi- 
tion of the same fatal character; and, after some 
‘controversy between himself. and the gentenan 
from Massachusetts, they make terms, and both 
amendments are new insisted.on, each fatal to the 
measure. i 

Mr. Chairman, the bili before us has, for three 
years, been a favorite measure with the members 
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from the new States; they have, with fear and 
anxiety, watched this litle bantling with a mother's 
care and tenderness. For months and years, indeed, 
we had the mortification to see it pale and_ sickly; 
languishing in disease, until we were almost in de- 
spair. By unceasing and patient attention, how- 
ever, the vital spark continued to cheer us, and at 
last signs of recovery became manifest. — It 
strengthened and revived; and now, when we have 
the heartfelt gratification of once again beholding it 
in fall vigor and life, beautiful asthe morning rose, 
ready to take its flight with healing on its wings, 
angel-like, to carry the welcome news to our hum- 
bie cottages, to dispel the gloom and cheer the in- 
mates, the gentleman from Massachusetts, and the 
gentleman. from Kentucky, who have shown them- 
selves hostile to its existence, come torward and 
propose to take upon themselves the responsible 
office of family physicians. They consult together 
and prescribe, each his dose—one an emetic, and 
the other a cathartic, either of which would prove 
fatal, but finally conclude to give both, and render 
its destruction beyond donbt. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. WiL- 
LiaMs,] still more inimical to the family to which it 
belongs, proposes to become consulting physician, 
aud advises more desperate drugs still. Under such 
circumstances, these gentlemen must excuse us for 
refusing their aid. We ask ihem to permit us, who 
feel so much solicitude, to make our own selection 
of doctors. They must pardon us for our want of 
confidence in ei-her their shill, or their good inten- 
tions in this matter. They j-rofess opposition to un- 
tried experiments. We will profit by their exam- 
ple, and rather leave the patient to take care of 
itself, than risk so much by a dangerous experi- 
ment. : 

Mr. Chairman, we are indebted to the same gen- 
tleman from Kentucky for a novel project on the 
subject of disposing of the public lands. He 


paused and hesitated, however, before he favored | 


us with it, as if he himself wanted confidence in 
the practicabiliiy of the. plan, as, I trust; every 
other member on this floor dues in the justice of it. 
He proposes that all the Government lands (that 
occupied and all) shall. be by proclamation open 
for entry at the several land offices, for the first 
four months, at five dollars per acre, and gradually 
reducing for a year, until it gets to the present Go- 
vernment price, without giving to those who have 
improvements any better claim than the speculating 
capitalist. 

Now, sir, I was not prepared to hear a 
scheme so iniquitous from that gentleman, who 
is, I believe, a native of Kentucky, where the 
claims of settlers have ever been regarded, even 
when coming in conflict with the individual owners 
of the soil. But that gentleman, who claims to 
know much of the practical operation of the occu- 
pant system from what he has seen in his own 
State, has ascertained that the settler is never bene- 
fitted by it; but that the more sharp and shrewd 
members of society always swindle them out of 
such rights when allowed. The gentleman says 
you cannot make one of that class rich by legisla- 
tion, ete. 

I hope the gentleman does not favor the 
< doctrine, that the poor are to be kept poor, 
and the rich are to be made richer. I am 
no “Loco Foco,” sin but still I beg leave to 


differ from the gentleman from Kentucky, when _ 


the lays it down that the situation of the class of 
men who emigrate to a new country, cannot be im- 
proved by a proper systern of legislation.” i can 


tell that gentleman, and the committee, that I have | 


seen innumerable instances to the contrary. I 
will venture to say that many a family have re- 
moved from the old States, where they were onthe 
parish register, to the new, and by the recuperative 
energies and improved habits of industry, which 
the products of a more fertile soil encouraged, not 
only become wealthy and respectable in a few 
years, but some have been seen participating in 
the legislative councils of their adopted. States. If 
the gentleman from Kentucky despairs of making 
the poor man rich by legislation, I trust-he has not 
fallen into the unjust policy of taking the little that 
he has, and putting it into the pockets of the 
waelthy. His plan evidently leads to this result, 


if carried out. . Permit entries to be made of the~ 
Government lands, without regard to the improve- 
ments of settlers, and I’ will venture to predict: that 
the case would rarely occur, that the labor of the 
most virtuous and industrious did not fall into the 
hands of the more’indolent and vicious. - Does the 
gentleman recommend a policy. so fatal to the 
rights of the honest and useful portion of the com- 
munity? There is scarcely a doubt, but that if his 
scheme is adopted, the poor man will-not only fail 
to get in à better condition, but grow poorer, and 
the litle substance he has will go te fatten the rich 
and the cunning. 

The gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. RAN- 
DOLPH,] in a labored speech yesterday, in opposi- 
tion to this bill, evinced so little knowledge of the 
grounds on which it is based, or the real provisions 
it contains, that I do nui deem it necessary to reply . 
to all the remarks he submitted. He has followed 
in the wake of some distinguished politicians of the 


} present day, in denouncing the settlers on the pub- 


lic lands as a lawless band of desperate adventu-. 


rers, etc.; the system of granting pre-emptions as | 
encouraging vice and immorality, and irreligious j 


in its tendency. Now, sir,.i am not informed in 
what school of morals and religion that gentleman 
was reared up, or what opinion he -entertains of 
ours, further than as he has expressed himself. Pos- 
sibly he comes from the part of the country where, 
I understand, they take np collections in order to 
raise a fund to “convert the heathens in the Valley 
of the Mississippi.” As far as my information on 
the subject enables me to judge, I should conclude, 
that we are as religious in the new States as.in the 
old, and practise morality as much. ~Ifhe is ready 
to take from us our homes, for which we have la- 
bored, and give thein to those at the same price we 
offer, who contributed nothing to the improvements, 
I must, in behalf of my constituents, reject: him as 
a teacher of religion and morais. . : 

Mr. Chairman,.it does seem to me, from the 
general course of the debate, in opposition to this 
measure, that gentlemen have fallen into one pal- 
pable error, at least in this: they reason on the sub- 
ject, as if the bill before us proposed a donation of 
land to the settlers, instead of what is really asked 
—the poor privilege of buying the place we have 
improved by your. implied invitation, at a price as 
high as any other will give. ‘his is the simple 
question presented. When gentlemen can discover 
the mistake into which they have fallen on this 
subject, I rust we shall have but little difference 
of opinion as to the juslice of the measuce. 


A ! 
Mr. Chairman, those who have settled on the 


public lands, as far as concerns my own district, 
although in moderate circumstances in lfe, yet 
they scorn the idea of coming here in the character 
of supplicants at the throne of wealth and power. 
They are not rich, but independent. If they are 
not polished, according te your city notions, they 


| are generous, hospitable, and virtuous. They-have 


encountered dangers, hardships, and privations in 
making their setilements, and preparing the coun- 
try for the more timid; and they now stand ready 
to endure others in‘defence of it against the common 
foe. Just themselves, they claim justice at your 
hands. Jealous of their own rights, they ask no~ 
thing of you that will prejudice those of others. 
Faithful aad brave in discharging every duty that 
devolves on them as true and patriotic citizens; 
prompt and willing to discharge, according to the 
“letter of the bond,” every obligation that devolves 
upon them, they claim of you the exercise of good 
faith towards them, according to your promises. 
They expect from you that protection in their rights 
against eucroachment by the vicious, that, as good 
and virtuous citizens, they deserve. All this they 
justly merit; they disdain to ask more, 
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SPEECH OF. MR. HARRISON, 
; Or Missouri, 
Inthe House of Representatives, June 12, 1838— 
In Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


one on the bill to grant pre-emption to set- 
tlers. 


Mr. HARRISON addressed the commitiee as 
follows: re saan tine ede 


“report? “Instead of being a’ cool: and Y 


' competition.” 


Mr. CHAIRMAN: Iwas not at all surpri 


-hear the remarks of the gentleman froin Ne) 


sey, [Mr. Ranpotri.] L anticipated something of 
the kind... T was prepared to’ hear not only the 
principles-of the bill, the whole system ‘denounced, 


but also réproachfal language “used towards the 


settler. I am not disäppoiùted: “What but a: nro- 


ment ago was anticipation, is now teality.”” Frauds - 


are charged. as growing out.of the system; and not 
only is it alleged that the principles of the measure: 
dead directly to frauds and perjuries;‘but that those 


who are to ənjoy its benefits, are the ready instra- 


ments of all the mischiefs with which it js fraught. 
` And to prove the charge of fraud, , certain reports 
of Mr. Brown, whe was Commissioner of the: Ge- 
neral Land Office, are brought forward. ` `i- 

Sir, I do not hesitate to say thatthe reports al- 
laded to, of that officer, are altogether incorrect. I 
know all about them. ` If gentlemen. will tarn ‘to 


` them again, they will see thatthe main one was in 


answer to a communication of my own å a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Public Lands.: Knowing 
that, many charges of fraud had been brought 
against the pre-emption.system, and being: very-de- 


a 


sirous to do all in my power to prevent the’ evils | 


complained of, I wrote to the’ Commissioner, ‘call: 
ing his attention to this point, and enclosed: him the 
bill which I had the honor of ‘reporting at the first 
session of ‘the last Congress, in order‘ that’ e 


y 
avenue to fraud might be closed. . The report just 
read by the gentleman from New Jersey; ‘he. will 
find was directed to me through ihe “Secretary. of 
the ‘Treasury, in answer to a letter of mine, which 


T had addressed that. officer, calling for all: the in- : 


formation in his possession in relation to.the frauds 
re-emption 


nd temperate 
document, founded upon ‘known facts, and relying 
upon figures-and calculations which could ‘not de- 
ceive or mislead, it resembles more the heated. ef- 
fervescence of an interested advocate. I would 
sooner have taken it as the effusion of some uf the 


thathad been: committed nder; ‘th 
system. And, sir, what sort ef a do 


frothy declaimers of this House, than as a grave _ 


document emanating from an. officer. ef this 
vernment. The whole of it is incorrect; and what 
makes it worse, itbears ‘upon its face sélf-convic- 
tion of the truth of the charge. oe 0 nooi 
Let me read what’ he says. > It: 
that any. man haying astanding worth the p 


rageous combinations to intimidate. purchasers 


atid other unjustifiable confederacies, have dimin- 


ished the receipts of the public lands. in the year 
1835, full three millions of dollars, ata moderate-esti- 
mate below what they would have brought in fair 
Now, sir, in this short extract, 
there are not less than two egregious and shameful 
mistakes.. And T will bring this same Commissioner 
upon the stand asa Witness against himself. By 
reference to Senate. document No. 402, you will 
find this remarkable» language: “By Senate docu- 
ment No. 376, punted May 19, 1836, it appears 


that the number of acres taken by. .pre-emptions. 


from the adoption of the cash system to the present 
peried, is TWO MILLIONS three hundred vand éighty- 
seven thousand siz hundred and fifty acres, for all 


` which the pre-emptioners paid the Government the 


price of $1 25 per acre. Now, by the documents 
from the Land Office before referred to, it appears 
that the average price obtained for all the public 
lands sold since the cash system, is less than $1 31 
per acre, being an excess of less than six. cents over 
the minimum price. 
ber of acres procured by pre-emptions, as before 
given, by six cents, and the result is $143,259, be- 
ing the highest. estimate of loss arising from the 
pre-emption system, instead of the millions upon 
millions so frequently proclaimed. by the enemies 
ofthe system.” Here, sir, are two extracts from 
documents coming from the same office, which not 
only contradict each other, but directly. disprove 
the charge of this sapient officer... At one time; he 
tells us that “at least four millions of acres” have 
forms us.that there are but little -o 
and a half, and furnishes. figures 


been covered by pre-emptions; but. afterwards ins 


o millions 


Now multiply the total num-— 


5 to show the fact, = 


June, 1838. R 
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sea : s H. of Reps. 


What reliance can be placed in the statements of 
such an officer? He. either doés. not understand 
what he is talking about, or purposely misstates 
the fact. 


The second mistake made by this officer, is so | 


palpable from his own data, that I wonder it did 
not occur to him ashe was penning it. He'says 
there are “at least . four millions of acres covered 
by pre-emptions,” and thatthe Government lost in 
1835, “fall three millions” by the system. How is 
it possible? . A loss of three millions of dollars up- 
on four millions of acres of land bought at the Go- 
vernment price! The idea is preposterous. I should 
le glad if the gentleman from New Jersey, who 
has dwelt so long and so -feelingly on this point, 
would make the calculation, Let him try it, and 
seeif he can make outa loss of three millions of 
dollars upon the. purchase of four millions of acres 
agl 25 per acre. 
_ Sir, I assert it to be true, and the documents 
now before ine will show it to be so, that up to this 
period there have not been. more than about three 
millions of aeres of land taken up by pre-emptions; 
and that the loss te the Goverument—if it can be 
called a loss—scarcely exceeds two hundred thou- 
sand dollars! _Documents from the Land Office, 
slaid upon our tables this session, wiil demonstrate 
what I have said; and in the face of these facts, we 


have it constautly-wrang in our ears that millions | 


have been lost by the system. . Sir, wishing tə ob- 
serve some system in my remarks, I will not now 
dwell longer on this point; but, after touching upon 
other topics, wiil again call your attention to it be- 
fore I take my seat. 

It has been the policy, Mr. Chairman, of all 
Governments, to encourage the system of settling 
its waste lands. The wisdom of such a course has 
been abundantly established by the fruits of the 
measure. Spain, France, and England, pursued 
this policy with all the lands which they owned on 
ourcontinent. Nor were they satisfied with making 
mere donations; for they not only gave away the 
lands gratuitously, but rewards were offered, and 
indulgences extended, to those who would go upon 
the lands, settle, and improve them. They justly 
measured the value of land by the labor and im- 
provements put upon it, and the strength and 
power of.a country by the population it contains. 
To accomplish purposes of so important a eharac- 
ter, they wisely pursued the course I have men- 
tioned, : 

If asystem, sir, so universally adopted, is right 
with respect to other Governments, is it noi also 


Tight with regard to ourown? Indeed, it should be ` 


a favorite measure with us; for never, in the histo- 
ry of the world, was there a Government that 
should so perseveringly pursue and carry out the 
sysiem. It peculiarly becomes us; it comports with 
ail ‘the principies upon which our Government is 
established, and recognises the importance of the 
station of being a citizen of the country. I go 
farther: 1 maintain that—each individual of our 
country being a constituent member of the Go- 
vernment—an integral portion of the sovereign 
power—it is ‘our high and solemn duty, as le- 
gislators, to adept such legislation as will make 
every citizen a freeman indeed, by making him in- 
dependent—by extending to him those facilities 


which will place him beyond the power of want, | 


and enable him to jive as becomes one invested 
with a portion of the sovereign power, having high 
aad important duties to discharge to himself and 
his country. It is not the number, but the cendition, 
the comfortable condition, of the number, that con- 
siitutes the real wealth and true gieatness-of a peo- 
pie. Paupers and vagabonds may fiil up a coun- 
try, but they neither add to its wealth, nor do they 
contribute to its strength. The rays which illumi: 
nate the path of anation to greatness and glory, 
can only issue from a people blessed with the com- 
forts of life, and above the necessities which iead 
to vice. 


soon well informed; for they have then the time to 
spare, and the pride to stimulate them, to devote 
their ‘attention to the great cause of education. 
Are not these considerations worthy of ‘the pro- 
found regard of the American legislator? What 
possible mode could you adopt so well caleulated 


Let them be independent, and they are- 
virtuous; let them be independent, and they are 


a Sa: 


to develope all that is great and noble in the cha- | 


racter of a people, as that of making every citizen 
of. the country a freehoider—the lord of the soil on 
which he lives? 


That the pre-emption system is right—although| 


Got as liberal as I could wish it—and no innova- 
tion, is proven from the fact that nct only has the 


Federal Government, but every State in the Union 


having public lands, adopted it. 

[Here Mr. Linco.n rose and said he would beg 
leave to say to the gentleman from Missouri that he 
was mistaken; that Massachusetis never had any 
sach laws; and hoped that the gentleman would 
make the necessary correction in his printed speech.] 

Mr, H. continued: Mr. Chairman, if I am in an 
error, I will correct it.. But I do not think I have 
committed any error on the subject. I madea 
particular examination of the laws of all the States 
on this head; and found that every one owning 
public lands, without exception, had either passed 
pre-emption laws to protect the settler, or had 
adopted principles of a similar character. 

I have references to those laws, and among them 
tothe laws of Massachusetts and to the page, which 
I will re-examine when I close. But, sir, I call 
upon other gentlemen from the old States to notice 
the references which I shall give, and to deny, if 
they can, the policy which I say has been pursued 
by their States. Gentlimen can readily see what 
application I mean to make of these facts. 

The States that Iam alluding to not-only. passed 
laws of the kind I am speaking of, but their legis- 
lation on the subject was of the most liberal cha- 
racter; much more so than the legislation of Con- 
gress. 

Virginia, for more than a hundred years back, 
adopted and pursued this policy; in some cases giv- 
ing to the settler two hundred acres, and exempting 
him from ia or twenty years. 

New York, also, had her pre-emption laws; and 
so particular was she to protect the settler, that she 
passed alaw compelling any person who might 
buy ever his head to pay him for his improvements. 

Maryland had her. pre-emption laws, certainly as 
far back as 1788, and. perhaps much earlier. 

South Carolina also; ánd in the preamble to the 
law which she enacted, the reasons for such a mea- 
sure are forcibly and mest eloquently set forth. 

Georgia, (00, is found-among the number.’ She 
went farther than the granting of pre-emptions— 
she allowed head rights; and so extremely anxious 
was she to have her waste lands settled and culti- 
vated, that the Governor was authorized and re- 
qaired by act of her-Gencral Assembly to invite set- 
tlers to the Stateby proclamation. 

North Carolina is also found sustaining the geod 
cause. And so particular. was this State on the 


Subject, that she made it one of the conditions, ex- 
pressly, in her ceed of cession, that the Federai 
Goverpment shouid protect settlers in their pre- 


rights. 


that i am not mistaken inamy refer- 
sacnusetts, I will speak of what she has 
done, and correct it hereafier, if in an error. 
Her laws were of the most liberal character, giving 
“to each settler a iot of one hundred acres for five 
dollars, requiring him to erect a house within one 
year, and io nave ten acres in cullivation within 
five years. š 
[Sere Mr. Lincotw again rose aad remarked: If 
the gentleman will permit me, IT will show that he 
` is under an entire mistake. He has gone and got 
this old book, containing our colonial laws two 
hundred years old, to prove that Massachusetis had 
pre-empticn laws. J protest against those laws be- 
ing brought here to prove the point the gentleman 
is aiming to prove.] t 
Mr. Harawen continued. Mr. Chairman, I ds 
net now recollect, and cannot say, what book it 
was, from which I got the extract I have quoted. 
I still think I am right; but if wrong, will do as I 
have promised.* 


ence to Mas 


* The day ater I delivered my ‘speech, I made a particular 
examination into the laws of Massachusetts, and found that, by 
a law passed in 1815, commissioners were appointed, who were 
to lay off the public lands in a given number of lots. each iot 
“containing 100acres, Each alternate lot was to be sold for 83, 
to such as would settle upon the same, and give bond to erect a 
house within one year, and have ten acres in cultivation in five 
years. I gave the book to Mr. Prentiss of Mississippi, as he 
` was speaking; who read the section referred to, and austained 


_ Peunsylvania, too, adopted a liberal policy. with 
her public lands. -And as late as last year, there 
was a meeting. of a portion.of her. citizens, who 
avowed the same principle that I am‘ now con» 
tending for, in a matter which -related. to their per- 
sonal interest; and for the benefit of the niembers . 
trom that State, Fask that it may bereads i teo 


“LAND MEETING. —Ata very numerqus meetme of the ki- 
zeas of Bradford co. Pa. held on Saturday, the 7th day of Octo- 
ber, 1837, at the house of Dr. Theodoie Wilder, in Springfield 
township, Elam Bennet, esq. was called to the Chair, aud John 
L. Webb and Zeno Remington chosen Secretaries. a 

The object of the meeting having bsen stated, the fliowing 
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted. ‘ 

Whereas, alarge portion of thesettiers m Northern Pennsyl- 
vania entered upon the lands, then a wild and rugged forest, 
with the full: belief that the legislative enactments of the Come- 
monwealth guarantied to thera the quiet enjoyment of their do- 
miciles when rendered valuable by the Jabor of their own hands, 
at the prices for which the State sold her lands: . 

‘And whereas, their just hopes have been prostrated by the 
judicial decisions of our higher courts, which have confirmed 
the claims of an European aristocracy to large bodies of these 
lands, contrary to the primary intention of the Legislature, 
by reason whereof the hardy yeomanry of the country, after ` 
years of toil and privations, find themselves unable to meet the 
demands made upon them, andare liable tobe cast in destitu- 
tion upen the world, (many of them at an advanced age,) with- 
out the means of support; thereupon, 

Resoived, Thatthe Legislature, as the guardians of the rights 
of all the citizens of the Commonwealth, are confidently looked 
to as the tribunal from which a just remedy in behalf of the 
just rights of the settlers is to emanate. 

Resvlved, That the lands in Northern Pennsylvania having 
béen rendered valuable by the labor of the sewers, it is unjust 
thatthey should be ejected therefrom’ without an equivalent for 
their labors; and that the Legislature .be earnestly and respect- 
fatly memorialized to‘pass a law providing for the payment.of 
ajust compensation for their betterments, before they are at- 
lowed to be dispossessed. : - 


I come now to Kentucky, the land of my nativi- 
ty, and I am indeed gratified to have it in my 
power to show the noble stand which she took in 
ner earliest legislation, and has ever since main- 
tained, to protect the hardy settler, who, in spite of . 
difficulties and dangers, sought a home in the soli- 
tude of the wilderness. No State, has been‘more 
liberal. Every indulgence was granted that was 
asked for. And it is with no less pride than plea- 
sure that I mention the remarkable fact, that her 
legislation on this subject increased in liberality 
frorn the time it was commenced. At first, settlers 
were allowed so much land for a certain sum, 
which was to be paid down. Afterwards they were 
indulged with a short credit. in a short time, a 
longer ‘credit was given,-and the price reduced. 
Again, ihe credit was still farther extended, and. the’ 
price reduced toa trifle. Itis now almost nothing, 
being buf ten cents the acre; and the proceeds go 
to the counties, in which the land lies, to make 
bridges, and cther works of internal improvement, 
Here isa worthy exXasiple. Not only are pre- 
emptions allowed, but pre-emption and graduation 
go together hand in hand, to aid the bold and harly 
pioneer to procure a home, and the State to get a 
useful and independent citizen, 

Such, sir, has been the jegistation of the different 
States of the Union on the subject, “And, new, I 
would ask why hes if been done! Say, whet mo- 
tive prompted ‘suc slation? | What influence 
stimulated to the adoption of such a policy? - Ts ft 
wrong?——wrong in theory, wrong in practice? 
Why then have so many Siates, withoui any con- 
nection in their legislation, without any congeciion 
in interest, adopted and carried on and sustained it 
for such a series of years? Answer me. What 
inducement jed to the system? ‘Will any gentie- 
man here undertake to deny the justice of the 
principie? Sir, a measure which has received the 
sanction of so many different Governments—has 

zen so often aud so long favored-by their legisla- 
tion--that has been asked for and svstained by so 
many different people, must not only be right in 
policy, bat right within itsel, founded upon the 
sternal and immutable principles of jastice,.and 


-testiag vpon that ‘consciousness within, which not 


only énables-us te see, but ta feel, the righteousness ` 
of the act we perferm All that ever stimulated a 
peopic to seek a high and noble destiny, was the 
salient and originating principle that prompted the 
different States to adopt the system.” And now, sir, 
that the States have no more-publie lands, has the 
principle changed? What spiritof evil has carne 


me in my position. In my opinien, it is of a more tera) cha- 
yacter than the laws of Congress allowing pre-emptions. What 
Western man is there, desirous of geuing a farm, that would 
not give asimilar bond? 
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over us; that it is now less applicable to our people, 
“our country, and institutions, than when this 
mighty demain was held by the States? 

ĮI can add to the proof already advanced of the 
justice of the principle, the weight of that of the Gene- 
ral Government. From the time that these lands were 
ceded up to the present period, the General Govern- 


ment adopted and continued the system. Why 
What reason operates’ 
now, which never existed before, that should induce. 


should we abandon it now? 


us togive it up? None whatever. For more than 
forty years, Congress has passed pre-emption laws; 
and it is now too late toobject. You have, infact, 
invited men to become settlers; ‘you have virtally 
told them to zo upon the public lands and improve 


them. Supposing you sincere, they had no besita-- 


tion in.going upon the lands, and there bestowing 
their labor, believing that you. wouid do for them 
what you had done for others. If they have done 
wrong, you have done worse, because it was your 
uninterrupted policy on this subject that led them 
into the error. r 

I know full well, Mr, Chairman, what, has been 
said of the settlers of the new States. I know how 
they have been denounced and abused. I know 
the reproachful epithets thai have bean heaped upon 
them. [know that they have been called “plun- 
derers,” “iawless depredators,"&c, but, sir, no man 
knows better than 4 do how unjust and inapplicable 
are all these harsh epithets. Jt is at all times pain- 
fal to hear any class of the citizens of our country 
denounced by any reproachful language, or brought 
within the scope of anygzeneral charges; but it has 
been dove—most unjuxuy done; and I am deter- 
mined to vindicate them as they deserve. 


Sir, it is in my power to vindicate them. My 
persona! intercourse and personal acquaintance 
with these imen, enables ine to speak what I know 
to be facis. It is utierly false that they are. ob- 
noxious to the. cpitheis which have so wantonly 
been lavished upon them; and the man, whoever 
he be, that. here or. elsewhere, in or out of this 
House, chooses to apply such epithets to these 
men, I profiounce to be guilty of a fort and wilfal 
calumny. I know them well. . i have eaten at 
‘their board, slept under their roof, and mingled 
with them i» their intercourse with the world; aad 
a more kind, hospitable, brave and generous peo- 
ple l defy the world to produce. They, in truth, 
are the fathers of the country. Every State is this 
Union has had its settlers—men, brave and daring, 
who went into the wilderness as pioneers, opening 
and preparing it for the more timid who were to 
follow. dt is these men who give character and 
tone to the generation that follows them; and it is 
to such men that the West owes its character for 
bravery and chivalry. Sir, men who go into the 
deep solitudes of the wilderness, seeking a home 
for themselves and their families, risking their 
tives at every step, ready fur any danger, and pre- 


pared for every” difficulty, giving up most of the ` 


comforts of life, and snbjecting themselves to hard- 
ships, whick you and 1 would consider the heaviest 
punishment that could be inflicted upon us, are not 
the men to be guilty of the foul charges that have 
been alleged against them. The God of Heaven 
never ordained. that the nob'e qualities of virtue, 
patriotism, courage, and noble daring, should be 
found in the same bosom with treachery and base- 
ness No, sir. The high tone of character of the 
Western settler is far above that deep abyss of 
vice to which some seem so willing. to consign 
them... They are the best blood of the country; 
and, if they are deficient in those accomplishments 
which a liberal education affords to others, they 
make up for the loss in the possession of qualities 
of a sterner cast, which belong only to them. 
And it affords me a-self-gratification, which none 
‘but he who is acquainted with them can experience, 
to say that [ am proud of being the representative 
of such men. Others may affect to be ashamed of 
representing such a class of men; but I am not, and 
nothing shail deter me from doing them the fullest 
justice. lam no more ashamed of the settlers of 
the West—ay, squatters, if you will have it—than 
should the proud and lofty-toned “old Virginia” be 
that her first i 
brought from England, put up at public auction, 


` tobaece. . 


AATE 
| built or risir 


mothers were women who. were. 
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re-emption to actual settlers—Mr. Harrison. ` 


and bought by the planters for a few pounds of 


Strangers might well suppose, from the denun- 
ciations employed - against these ten, that. they 
were as low and degraded in intelleet as they are 


charged to be abandoned it moral principle. Tam : 


truly happy that I have the oppertunity. of fur- 
nishing you with a specimen of th ir intellectual 
powers. The paper which I ask to be read, is a- 


memorial of portion. of the: settlers of Illinois, 4 


asking Congress to- pass the pre-emption Dill. 

“In the further execution of what we conceive to be duties de- 
volving upon us, in virtue ofour appointment, we are constrained 
to say, that itis not without feelings of surprise and regret we ~ 
have heard, especially within the dast year, that unfounded re- 
ports are put in circulation, impugniug, in general and no very 
measured terms, the character, motives, and objects of the set: _ 
tlersupen the public lands, representing them (in the use of 
epithets which neither a just self-respect, nor a due regard for 
dignity of your honorabie body, will permit us inthis place to” 
repeat) as men without characier and without rights. -We are 
pained to observe that many of these fallacious reports are 
gaining credence, and, becoming the theme of conversation in 
the older States, have found their way into the public prints, 
and have cven been echoed from the walls of the Capitol. 

“As settlers en a portion of the pubiic lands not in market, 
we feel itincumbent on usto assume è portion of the responssi- 
hitity and odium (if such it is) of th anacks; and knowing 
that falsehood, sften and confidently repeated, sometimes gains 
the credit due only to truth; and believing Chat these fabrica- 
tions are, in their tendency and design, directly subversive of 
the just rights of those whom we represent, we could not pass 
them in sifence, withouta gross dereliction of duty. 

“Ifyou ask, then, ‘who are the seters on the unsurveyed 
public lands? we answer for the northern section of the State 
of Winois, we are your brethren, Our number includes na- 
tives of all the eastern, middle, southern, and older western’ 
States of this great confederacy; whose character for intelli 
gence, industry, and moral worth, would not (we venture to as. 
sert) be disparaged by a fair comparisen with'the communities 
which they have left. : , 

“Javited hither by repeated acts of our own Government; 
from time to time extending protection to the hardy pioneer, 


who bears the heat and’ burden of the day in reclaiming. the“, 
- wilderness; converting the 


haunts of the- prowling wolf; and: 
the roaming savage, to the delightful abodes of civilized’ man; | 
we were impelled to accept the invitation, by. that spirit of en. 
terprise which constitutes the distinctive feature cand the pecu- 
liar boast of the American character, a: : 

“We are engaged inthe quiet pursuits of agriculture and its 
kindred employments; and in a country which, three years 
ago, was Hule better than a desolate waste, are now tobe seen 
comfortable dwellings surrounded by valuable improvements, 
ver is being improved; and saw and grist mills are 
in every direction. 

“We have churches--not stately temples, but bands of devout 
worshippers, who, prizing ebove all price Weir personal inte- 
rest in ihe Christian religion, and regarding It as the surest hasis 
of individual happiness and of general prosperity, feel hound, 
as parents and as citizens. to provide for the early establishment 
of its ins itutions amongst us. i d 

“We have niinisters af the Gosnel: men respectable for talents 
and estimab!a for piety, whose cheerful diligence in the duties 
of their cailing, onder rev. rships and privations, has won 
for them our confiicnce and affection, and wilt cause them to 
live long in the grateful remembrance of our children, 

“Thus, while struggling with the difficulties ever incident to 
new and frontier settlements, we have not lost our regard for the 
maimenance of good order, nor our respect for the laws of our 
beloveil country. And we are at the same time making, as we 
think, large sacrifices and strenuous exertians to-uphold the 
standard of a pure and elevated morality amongst ourselves, and | 
to provide for the intellectual and moral improvement of the 
rising generation. é 

“If such is the general. character of the body we have been 
appointed torepresent, (and we rest all claims to your favorable 
regard upon the correctness of the foregoing statements) are we 
then to he considered lawless depr 2datore on the public property? 
Aya we to be regarded as mere trespassers, already beyond the 
pale of a libéral protection? Are we not, m fact, iecated on the 
public lands under circumstances precisely si nilar with those 
who have settled a large portion of them heretofore, and who 
have been repeatediy confirmed and protected in their posses- 
sioas hy the legislation of Congress? 

Jf a ditferent policy were now to be adopted; iff regardless af 
the value which the toils and expenditures o. actual settlers 
have conferred on the public lands around them, their own im- 
provements were to be set up for sale to the highest bidder; 
nay, more, if by some new regulation the present inhabitants 
on the unsold land were to be placed completely within the 
grasp of the wealthy speculatoy—what,.we ask, would be the 
consequence? Wonld the great and paramount isterests of the 
Union be benefitted? His barely possible that our overflowing 
Treasury might receive a temporary accession, while thousands 
of worthy citizens, with rising families, would be begeared. The 
prosperity of our rising State would suffer a withering bligh:, 
and (we must be permitted to add) our nation’s honor would 
contract an indelible stain.” A 

Does this show any thing like a degraded igno- 
rance? The vainest of this body might well be 
proud to be the author of such a piece. Tt contains 
an eloquence which burns upon the lip, becanse it 
comes warm from the heart. 

It is a very common opision, I know, that the 
General Government has done much for the West; 
and the gentleman from New Jersey took occasion 
to allude to it. Ido not mean, by any thing I may. 
say, to excite sectional feelings; nor do I desire to 
offend the sensibilities of any gentleman by my Te 
marks on this head. A careful examination of this 
point will show the contraty. Those who so’ flip- 


pantly speak of this, by way of showing the many 


ae ian 


abundant in the new States, and ‘tell. më: what it 


| bungling operator. Look at the private la 


“eatpene nertpeenrmnneearyeri neuen anra meernninrvomenaanrrene renter 
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obligations ‘of ‘the "We8stto’ the old States, do not 
know the ground they siand on, and‘fake’a leap in 
the dark, when they make the assertion. Tne faet 
is, there has been something of. a feeling. of opposi- 
tion to-the West, from the’ first deeds-of cession. to 
the present hour. “How-else čan we account for 
many strange acts of ‘legislation on. this. ‘subject? 
Afier the ‘cession of the lands to ‘the Gengral: Go- 
vernment, the attempt was made that every previous - 
township “should be -sold cout completé, before 
another should be offered for sale: Then’ the: prò- 
position was ‘submitied, that: 640 aċřés'shoūld be 
the smallest tract sold. If these’ propositions. had 
‘been carried, what would have been’ the present 
condition of the West? A wilderness, with: prowl- 
ing beasts roaming where how are towns'and vil- 
lages, and cultivated fields. ‘ 7 


Is it the result of accident that the. resources of 


‘the West havé been locked up? Look at the mine- ` 


ral lands, the saline lands, and salt. springs, so 


was that induced yougto reserve them from stle? 
What but a sordid feeling, which led youtto-believe ` 
that, by withholding them from private enterprise, 
you could suddenly amass immense wealth'by mo- 
nopolizing them, in spite-of the experience of every, 
day, which taught you- that at best you: was but & 
nd claims 
that yet cover the territories of Missouri, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, and. Louisiana, ‘in the face of. that 
treaty in which you selembly ‘plightéd your faith 
that those who were transterred.to our Government, 
should be protected: in their J 3. Möre 


‘than the third of “a. century has ela 


you will not take the necessary.steps to have them 


finally setted. 


-I will now reverse the picture.. What has: the 
West done for the General Goverament? Western 
enterprise has made you rich... It is: the labor of 
the Western man. that has given value’ to your 
lands, . It was- Western bravery: that redeemed 
them. from the hands of ‘the sav: i 
the assistance of thé Government tothe 
thus redeeming the country from the possession of 
the savages? None. Tennessee fought through a 
twelve year.’ war without any.. Kentucky, in her 
fifleen years’ war, received none until about the 
Close of it. Your lands have been redeemed by 
the sweat and the labor and the sufferings of the 
Western pioneer, and made. valuable by the price 
of his blood: “But, ‘sir, if the labor we have be- 
stowed, the improvements we have made, and the 
blood we -have spilt. in acquiring the country, ‘will 
not entitle us to consideration, then I would ask 
you to look tothe revenues you have derived from 
that quar(er. Goto the city of New Orleans, and 
examine the amount of her- exports and ‘imports; 
and after you have made a calculation of the reve- 
nues that have been derived from. that single port, 
then deny, if you can, that you have not long since 
received an equivalent for’ your lands. Yowhave 
been more than paid in hard dollars. ` i d 

We are a neglected people. ‘Ours is a farming 
interest; you have done notbing to'aid it... Bat year 
after year, you make appropriations, ‘amd millions 
upon millions you spend, to protect coimmerce—-to 
assist and extend facilities to the mereantile” inte- 
rest. At this time, every sea on” the globe is 
whitened with the sails of our navy, which has 
been distributed throughout the garth to give pro- 
tection to our commerce. -T do ndt ‘complain of 
this; I only complain of the exclusivéness of your 
fostering care. fı was bùt ‘the:otber day that hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars were appropriated to 
fit out an exploring expedition; an expedition ex- 
pressly designed to-advance, assist, and give fur- 
ther advantages to commerce. ‘This isnot all. 
address myself to certain gentlemen of this House, 
and ask: them tó- túrn their attention to. the fishe- 
ries, and to see that here, we not-only give all the 
protection which ‘they could’ask, but that, 
tion ta-this, we give bounties to vessi 
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trade. Yes, sir, bounties in the nature cf a 
reward fo carry on a certain brauch of industry! 
‘Are gentlenien coming from the section of the 
Union where these bounties are allowed, prepared 


to vote against the pre-emption. bill2—a bill which | 


does not merely give a home to those entitled to its 
benefits, but which adds to the permanent wealth 
of the country by enlarging’ its producing means. 
The great wealth of a nation consists in-its agri- 
cultural. and planting. interests. . It is these that 
give an impetus to, and feed, commercial. pursuits. 
They are the fountain. that waters and fertilizes 


every department of industry; the life spring that ; 


sets in motion, and sustains in their movements, 
all the varicus branches of business that lead to a 
nation’s presperity. And there is no branch of 
trade in the whole department of political economy 
that is so peculiarly proper for cur Government to 
foster and cherish as the agricultural interest. It 
is not only compatible with, butexactly suits, the 
genius and spirit of our Government. - Rural pur- 
snits withdraw us from the scenes of vice and 
crime, .The life of the farmer is the life of virtue, 
of peace, and contentment. As an index to the 
condition of the country populated with these “plun- 
derers” and “depredators” of the public lands, and as 
‘a further specimen of their character, I gladly seize 
| upon this occasion to read from the Columbia Pa- 
trio: of the 12th of January, 1836—a paper printed 
in the town cf Colnmbia, in the State of Missoari— 
a statistical account of crimes that had been-com- 
mitted in that ‘county from the time it had been 
ergenized up to the time of the issuing of the paper. 
STATISTICS FOR BOONE COUNTY. 
county is supposed to contain at the present time 
‘0 inhabitants, As an index to the moral condition 
of the people, we offer the following table, 
its accurate statistical results upon the subject of 
mumitted within is limits since it Was organized as a 
y ombucaciag a period of nearly sixteen years: 
Number of trials as shown 


Crimes. . by the recuras of the Court. 

Murder, se hone. 

` Manslaughter, , | none. 
Robbery, . | none. 
Duelling, ; none. 
Burglary, none. 

> Arson; ~ none. 
Perjury, —. none. 
Forgery, none. 
Rape, none. 
Seduction, none. 
none. 


none. 
Three convictions, 

uwo white men and one negro.) 

Here, sir, is a display of virtue and moral recti- 
tude which you cannot show me in the States of 
those. who are’so ready to cast reproaches upon us; 
and I feel proud of the honor of being the repre- 
sentative of such a people. `. phe oes 

It is the farming. interest that constitutes the 
solid wealth and real glory of a Government. A 


ultery, 
Viaaiceny, 


man who isa freeholder bas the means of edu- j 


cating his children; and the very fact that he is so, 
infuses into him a feeling of pride which prompts 
him to give that attention to this great subject 
which otherwise might never have engaged his 
mind. f an 

Let me, then, entreat you to relax your grasp. 
Our land system is the most rigorous of any on 
earth, We are the only people who have ever 
attempted to speculate upon our public lands. > The 
whole system is ‘at war with nature. The earth 
was given to man to cultivate and to live upon it; 
and it was a high command, which we cannot 
question, that directed us to replenish it. 


But gentlemen express a fear that these laws. 


-wijl soon consume the public lands, and that the 
Government wili lose millions by them. Never 
was there a greater fallacy. The Government 
juses nothing by pre-emption laws. By an exami- 
ration of a docament, from the Land Office, which 
}hold in my hand, laid upon our tables this ses- 
sion, it will be seen that the average excess over 
the minimun price, from Ist July, 1820, when‘the 

„cash sales commenced, to the 30th September, 
1837, is but two cents and four-fifths of a cent per 
are; About three millions of acres only have 
been taken up by pre-emptions, Now, if any one 
will make the estimate, it will be found that the 
amouat which it is said the Government loses by 
ihe pre-emption system, does not amount to the in- 
cidental expenses attending the auction system, 
which, by reference to another document now be- 


fore me, will be found to be $362,957 17. . Sir, is 


this worth quarrelling for? Is it worth. the grave | 


discussion. we are now garrying on? Itis humilha- 
ting to think that we are consuming the valuable 
time of this House about so miserable and paltry a 
matter, f ga 

The true secret of the opposition of some is, that 


the system drains the old States of their popula- |} 
This is a sordid. and seifish consideration, | 


von. © 
which I fain would hope is not seriously. entertain - 
ed by many. What of it, if population. does go 
from the old to the new States? _ It is all one com- 
mon country, having one common destiny; and 


|| whether in weai or in wo, we shallall beequally the 
! common recipients of the cup that may be offered 


us. We should think and act upon more expand- 
ed views. There are some, east of the mountains, 
who have taken a wider range, a more comprehen- 
sive scope, of the effects of this measure; and, tak- 
ing a survey of the whole as one people; have, as 


liberal and high-minded statesmen, given it the 
i strength of their talents and influence, 


Time will 
not obliterate the deed from the memory of agrate 
ful people. Long, long, wiii it be remembered; 
and many willthey be whose hearts will beat high 
at the mention of those distant friends of the East, 
who came to their relief in the time of need, and 
assisted in farmishing thema home. 3 ` 

‘The true policy of the Government is, to sell 
these lands as soon as possible; to get rid of the 
whole system, as not only vexations to itself, bat 
as cramping the energies of a vigorous people, and 
blighting their fairest prospects. The speedier it is 
done, the better; for, in doing it, you increase the 
dumber of those who will by the policy become 
independent and happy, and then you make the 

tates in which the lands lie, what they should be, 
veally free and sovereign. 

i have here touched a theme that should enlist 
the attention of States Right men. This consider 
the most prominent point in our whole land system, 
Will any gentleman here say that we are free, so- 
vereign, and. independent States? 1 mean as free, 


|. sovereign, and independent as the old States? I know 


that we are'said to be such; but it is a mockery— 
a vile mockery as was ever uttered. How are we 
as free, sovereign, and independent asthe old States, 
when you hold within our limits upwards of three 
hundred millions of acres of land, over which we 
have no control, and can exercise none; we cannot 
tax it, nor indeed can we tax it after the General 
Governinent has parted with its interest in it, until 
five years shall have elapsed from the day of sale. 
More than all this, the State tribunals cdnnot make 
an order for the establishment of a road, without 


becoming trespassers, and yet we are called free | 


and sovereign! It is out of courtesy, I presume, 
that we have the privilege of applying to ourselves 
these high-sounding words; for were it done in sin- 
cerity and in good faith, according to the spirit of 
the Constitution and the literal meaning of the re- 
sclations of Congress in 1780, your land system 
would vanish in‘an instant before the real and om- 
nipotent presence of sovereignty. 

But the system -is liable to other objections. It 
operates most oppressively upon ‘us. Having no 
lands of our own froni which to raise taxes, we 
are necessarily compelled, for the purpose of car- 
rymg on our Governments, to levy a heavy poll 
tax, and a heavy tax upon personal property; such 
atax as the people of the old States would not 
bear witb. But we bear them without complain- 
ing, because we know how unavailing would be 
cur murmuring, although free, sovereign, and in- 
dependent. . : 

Sir, no people ever attained the pitch of power, 
of wealth, and of influence, that the West has 
done, who had to contend against so many dificul- 
ties and obstacles as we have found in our path 
wherever we travelled, and around us in whatever 
direction we turned. ` ‘ 

We are constantly drained of our money by the 
system. We have paid more than one hundred 
millions for the lands that we have purchased of you, 
and that money has gone to the sea-board, and there 
been expended upon fortifications, light houses, and 
other works of the kind. Jn this silver stream that 
has been running and rushing from the West tu 
the East, ever since the existence of the land sys 
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| a nation’s liberty have their origin. 
' altar from whence shall emanate that 
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tem, there is no.ebb-to throw: back the mighty eur- ` 
rent from whence it issues. ` We-bave no-trade 


with the East by which we cat get back the money 
that is sent. across the mountains... And yet, sir, 


_ we have not only lived in spite of this eternal. ex- 


haustion, but we have grown, and strengihened, 


_and flourished under it, arising from that indomita- 


ble spirit of enterprise. which so peculiarly charac- . 
terizes the western man. (Our difficulties have 
been many, our trials severe, and we consider that 
we are entitled to the favorable consideration of 
the General Government. ; 

The rejection of “this bill will not profit. you a 
farthing: in no way can yougain by it Bat pass it, 
and you will make thousands happy. it will give 
a home to thousands, who, relying upon your 
policy, aad confiding in your justice, have sought 
the solitude of the wilderness, and made it resound 


-with the busy hum of civilized. man, engaged in 


the various arts of peaceful industry. Cultivated 
fields and blooming gardens now greet the eye in 
every direction where but a short time back was to. 
be seen naught bat the deep gloom of the heavy 
forest. By- passing this bill, you give a guaranty 
to those who are to be the recipients of its benefits, 
which, through all time, will redound to the honor 
and prosperity of the country. You will. give to 
the poor man the opportunity of getting a home 
that will make him independent; that will render 
him a useful citizen, and enable him to educate 
and bring wp his children in the. paths. of ‘virtue, 
and make them. ornaments of society. You 
indissolubly tie him to his county, because 
he has a home—a couniry to defend and 
a home to dove.. It is this—the con- 


| sciousness of having a kome and a comfort- 


able independence—that nerves the arm in. þat- 
tle, aiid makes the citizen soltier so ready to pour 
out his bluod like water fur the liberties of his 
couniry. It was this proud and independent feel- 
ing that roused up the spirit of the West in the 
late war, and made them carry in their hearts what 
they uttered from their lips, the battle-cry of liber- 
ty, “Free trade and sailor’s rights.” It was this that 
prompted the citizen soldiers of the West to seek 
the enemy of their country in every clime where he 
dared to pollute. the soit of onr country, whether . 
in the frozen regions of the North, oron the burning 
sands-of aSouthem sun~-on the bloody .platas of 
the river. Raisin, or the glorious field of New. Or- 
leans. Can you expect sach devotion 'to the cause 
of the country from men who have not these ties to 
bind them? From. men of whom it may be said 
they have no country, because they have no homes? 
Now is atime whea you may give birth to such 
attachments as these. The occasion is at hand 
when you may perform one of the noblest: offices 
that falls to the lot of man: that of providing the 
means, without injury or loss to yourselves, by 
which thousands may acquire homes for themselves 
and their families, . 
There is something dear and sacred in that word; 
it thrills the heart with fond associations, and 
many a cherished recollection. . Home is the 
abode of virtue; and say what we may, talk aswe 


| will, it is at last the only altar of patrioiism. It is 


here that the germ of virtue buds forth and bios- 
soms; here, that the purest affections of the heart— 
the best and warmest feelings of patriotism—the 
holies: impulses of religion, spring forth, and are 
cherished. lt is here, around the fireside, in the 
family circle, that all the great guaranties of 
This is the 
spirit 
of independence, and that deep, abiding, love of 
liberty, which, asa wall of fire, shall guard and 


| protect the country in its heaviest trials. It ism 
l vain that you look for st elsewhere. 
' cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night,” that 
! shali conduct us unerringly to greatness and to 
i glory, and perpetuate the liberties we enjoy. Let 


It is “the 


us do, then, atonce, and without farther hesitation, 


: whatinterest dictates, what daty „demands, what 
| patriotism requires~-pass this bill, that.we may 


help the settler. 


pannan 


Nors.—-I observe it. has been stated that those 


| living upon unsurveyed lands will not be benefitted 


by the pre-emption bill which came from the Se- 
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“nate. This is altogether incorrect. Such as live 
upon uasurveyed lands will be included within the 
provisions of the bill, as well as those residing upon 
lands that are surveyed. The bill, so far as this 
point is concerned, is in exact conformity with the 
instractions of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, under date of the 11th October last. 


perenne: 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


SPEECH OF MR. WILLIAMS, 
Or Mane, 
In the Senate of the United States, Monday, June 18, 
1838—In reply to Mr. BucHanan, on the motion 
_ of Mr. Winuiams for leave to bring in “a bil 
to provide for surveying the Northeastern boun- 
dary line of the United States, according to the 
provisions of the treaty of peace, of seventeen 
hundred and eighty-three.” f 
Mr. WILLTAMS addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: : 
Mr. Present: For the able and unanswerable 
argument of the Senator from Pennsylvania, in 
support of the right of Maine and of the United : 
States to hold the disputed territory according to 
the line claimed by us, and exhibiting the unsound- |; 
ness of the argument of the British Government in |: 
opposition to it, I return to him my sincere thanks. 
But when that Senator supposes that Maine wishes || 
to take the law into her own hands, and in the mea- | 
sures she has adopted appears to have been go- 
verned more by passion than by policy, I feel 
bound, as a native citizen of that State, and as one 
of her representatives, to say that this depends 
more upon the facts of the case, than upon his, or 
my own, conclusions from those facts. While I |) 
would not deny to that honorable Senator the right 
to form his own opinions, E must be. permitted to 
dissent irom them, and to state facts as they exist, 
from which Senators will be enabled to determine | 
for themselves, whether or not the.State of Maine 
ought to be regarded as acting from passion, or 
from a just regard to her important righis, and the 
proper maintenance of them, in’ the measures she 


{1 States, according to the number of inhabitants in 


“has adopted. 

Itis admitted on all hands, that the right to the ter- 
ritory in dispute is in Maine, and that the pretence |; 
of claim by the Government of Great Britain, is 
without foundation. "Lhisright was recognised and 
established by the treaty of 1783; and Massachu- : 
setts, as carly as 1802, granted tands up to the line 
now ciaimed by Maine. The grantees were suf- 
fered to enjoy their jands without objection from 
any uarter, Wi after the treaty of Ghent. These 
lands are now claimed to be within the disputed 
territory, the settlers upon them are claimed as 
British subjects, and the territory put under war- i 
denship by the Governor of New Brunswick. 
However ready Senators may be to admit and 
maintain the perfect right of Maine, and of the 
United States, to the disputed territory, it is true, 
and to be borne in mind, that in 1827 certain 
American citizens, settlers thereon, were arrested |: 
by the authorities of Mow Branswick, for attempt- 
ing ta prevent the passage of the British mail seross 
and over this territory, Were iorn irom their homes 
and their families, dragged to Frederickton, and 
thee required to recognise, with sureties for their 
appearance at court, to answer to high crimes and 
misdemeanors, alleged to be committed against ; 
the sovereignty and iaws of New Brunswick. | 
Some of them were able to find sureties, and there- [i 
by obtained their release, and returned io their i 
families. Another (Joha Baker) could not, or did | 
not, find snretiess m consequence of which, he was ji 
thrown into prison at Frederickton, and there de- | 
tained until he was tried; and although he claimed | 

his rights as a citizen of the United States, aad in- |! 
sisted that he was not subject to the jurisdiction of 
the courts of New Brunswick for any act don 
within the limits of the United States, yet he was- 
convicted, and condemned to pay a large fine to tbe- 
Government of New Branswick, as the penalty. for 
his supppsed offence; and not complying therewith, 
was remanded to prison, and there kept .a long 
time, until the Government ofthe United States 
renionstrated. to the Government of Great Britain, 
and fiually procured. his release; upon the gracious 


e 
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the United States to settle the question. of boundary 
with the Government ‘of: Great’ Britaiii; detailing 
the: propositions which J si he” 


pardon of the British authorities; and to.this day no 
satisfaction has been made by the British Govern- 
ment for this outrage. Fate det, eR 
In 1831, certain inhabitants of Madawaska, 
< west of the line running north from the monument, 
and within the disputed territory, acting under a 
warrant from a magistrate of the State of Maine, 
undertook to organize a town which had been ins 
corporated by the Legislature of that. State; ‘and 
„were arrested as offenders against the laws of New 
Brunswick, tried and ‘convicted by the courts of 
New Brunswick, sentenced to pay fines for their | 
supposed offences, and imprisoned for the non-pay~ 
ment of them. Afterward, upon- the representa- 
tions of this Government to that of Great Britain, 
these persons were released and permitted to return 
to their homes, and the fines imposed upon them 
were graciously remitted. In 1837, the Legislature 
of Maine passed a law to deposite with the towns 
and plantations within that State the proportion of 
surplus revenue assigned to Maine by the United ` 


or ia 


each town and plantation. Under this law, a Mr. | 
Greeley was appointed to ascertain the number of 
inhabitants in the unincorporated placés in. the 
county of Penobscot, and while performing this 
Service within the disputed’ territory, he was ar- 
rested, carried to Fredericton, and there imprisoned 
as an offender against the laws of New Brunswick, 
He was detained a short. time, and upon - the 
application of this Government was set at liberty. 
Soon after this he recommenced the business of 
enumerating the inhabitamts of that terfitory, and . 
was again arrested and thrown inte prison at 
Frederickton, and there detained several mouths, > 
until the authorities of Maine appealed to this Go- . 
vernment, and this Government 10. that of Great ` 
Britain, when his release was. procured; and thus 
ended the efforts of Maine to obtain the informa- 
tion necessary for carrying into effect her laws re- 
specting the surplus revenue, so. far as respected 
the disputed territory. Not the least apology or 
satisfaction has ever been obtained from the British 
or ern hent, or the Government of New Bruns- 
wick, for these outrages upon the just rights of : I A oh dia 
Maine, and upon the penutiie of her èitizens, who thereon, [toim whieh the following {s ah-extract: : 
had been guilty of no er ime other than attempting survey, we Believe the people cf this: Stace ai ‘prepared to 
to execute the laws of their State within her right- || assent. They ask, and they think, they.h ight.to demand, 
ful limits, Add to this the fact that the Lientenant 


thatafer the'lapse.of more ‘han tale a cently th eastern line 
Governor of New Brunswick, in an official com- pool ea in 1A Whole oY shni Ye vin aie asf ehoa 
munication to the Governor of Maine, in 1837, 


according to the treaty of V783” k ` oye : 
Upon: which report the following resolutions were 
says: 
“That he holds positive instructions from 


adopted nearly unanimously: oat 
“ Resolved, That it is not expedient to give the essent of this 
uot to suffer any act of sovereignty or jurisdiction to he exer- 
cised by any foreign power within the territory in dispute be- 


State tothe Federal Government to treat with Great Britain for 
twixt Great Britain and the United States, until theright to that 


the establishment of a conventional line for our northeastern 
boundary, but that this State will irnisist'on the line established 
territory sball have been determined by negotiation betwixt 
the two Governments ; and that if the whole military force of 


by the treaty of 1783. j : : ain N 
© Resolved, That as this State has never heretofore given her 
British America should be necessary to enable him to vive ef- 
fect to those instructions, that force would be placed at his 


consent to the appointment of an: umpire under the. treaty of 
disposal.” 


Ghent, in 1814, but has protested against. the'same, and’as she 
believes it to be'a grave question Dee provision ii- ae 
i 3 i rni treaty for this purpose hag not done its office, and is therefore 
Thus, sir, we have a foreign power claiming and no longer in force, she is not naw prepared to give her assent to 
exercising jurisdiction over one-third of the terri- thë appointment of a new arbiter. ree at 
tory of Main i i isoni ish- “ Resolved, That our Senators and Representativesin Con 
5 y AA aine, paiieainge imprisoning and punish gress be. requested to urge the passage of the bill for thé.survey 
Mg Our citizens for no crime against that Govern- of the northeastern boundary of thé United Siates, now pending 
ment, with notice that that Government will not in-Congress;and that if said iltana not beconie aitat during 
sufi a § ignt r inrisdiction. the present session of Congress, and if the Government af the 
suffer any act of Sovereignty or Jurisdiction to be United States, eitheraione or in conjonction with Great Britain, 
exercised by us within the disputed territory until -f oy the State of Maine, shall not, on or before the let day ‘of Sep. 
the right shall have been determined by negotiation; tember next, establish aad arpoint # commission fora dutvey 
if sary ? ili H of the boundary line, it shali-then be theduty cf the Governor, 
and A necessary, the whole military force of Bri without further delay, to appoint - forthwith suitable commis- 
tish Z merica will be exerted to give effect to that || Sioners and surveyors for ascertaining, rining and locating the 
determination. Can it be expected by any free northeastein boundary of ting Siate, ‘and.to cause ihe'same to 
born American that Maine or the United Staies are ee 
to submit quietly to such outrages upon their pro- 
perty, and upon the persons of their citizens? 
Would any Senater feel justified by his vote to 
give countenance to such acts? Can it be expected 
that Maine will longer remain quiet, and permit a 


be carried into operauon.” ” a Ivey 

Now, Mr President, being well satisfied: from a 
foreign Government to usurp so large a portion of 
her territory, and to arrest and imprison, in a fo- 


careful examination of ‘all the correspondence. be- 

tween the two Governments on the subject-of the 

boundary, that Great Britain is determined not even 

to open a negotiation with this Government for the 

establishment.of the boundary Jine-upon the basis of 

the treaty-of 1783, or to agree to any mode for esta- 

reiga jail, her citizens for no other crime than that |i lishing the treaty line, unless- this Government 

of yielding obedience to her own laws? will first agree to some modification or instruction 
Now, sir, let us inquire what Maine has done to 
subject herself to the charge of being ‘governed 
more by passion than by policy. After Maine had 
suffered all the indignities which have been enume. 
rated, and without the least promise of redress 

from any quarter, her Governor was informed: by 


which shall secure to her aline different from that 

prescribed in and by -the treaty,-how -can it béssaid 

that the resolutions before ‘recited, are the*result of 
the letter of Ist March, 1838, from the Secretary || adopted by the Legislature in.sMarch slast, when a 
of State of the United States, of the various ai- || altemptsto. seltle: the boundary had ‘failed oe 
tempts which had been made by the Goverament of {| when:theLégislawre were:informed: by: i 


‘saying: | 
hat he 


eer 


his Goveriment 


passion, or different: from, what ‘the exigeney of the 
case demands? _.- ree be Ra ag GY 
Itis to be remembered “that-the:resolutions were 


Jane, 1838. 
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all, upon the unsatisfactory busis afforded ‘by the Bri- 


tish counter proposition or substitute, the President . 


will not invite it, unless the authorities of Maine 
shail think it more likely to lead to an adjustment 
of the question of boundary than the General Go- 
ventment deemed it to be, although predisposed to 
see it in the most favorable ligh.” What should 
Maine do under such circumstances? She-had 
already repeatedly seen her citizens. arrested; im- 
prisoned, and punished unjustly by a foreign Go- 
vernment. She had: been admonished and en- 


treated by the General. Government to desist from - || 


doing any act upon the disputed territory that 


might be inconsistent with the understanding that. 


was said ‘to be had. between the two Governments 
as to the territory during the pending of the ques- 
tion; and while endeavoring to conform thereto, 
she found the claims. of New. Brunswick enlarged 
and extended until they covered ‘one-third of her 
whole territory, and thata~ warden was commis- 
sioned by a foreign power to watch over, and osten- 
sibly to protect the territory from depredation, and 
_ at the same time the valuable timber upon it was 
fast disappearing, a 
Maine had often remonstrated to this Govern- 
ment against these violations of her rights and ter- 
ritory, and entreated the aid of this Government to 
settle the line of boundary and to obtain redress for 
the many wrongs done to her. All had failed, 
and no hope was left, as she was informed, of set- 
tling the question upon terms which the General 
Government would “venture to invite,” unless 
Maine should desire it. To such terms she could 
not agree, and hence resolved to request her Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress to procure, if 
possible, fhe passage of the bill now under conside- 
ration, authorizing the President to run and mark 
the line according to the treaty of peace; and if 
that fail, and the Government of the United States, 
either alone or in conjunction with Great Britain 
or. the State of Maine, shall not, by the Ist of 
September, establish and appoint a commission 
for a survey of said boundary line, then it shall be 
the duty of the Governor to. appoint surveyors 
and to run and locate the boundary. What. is 
there rash or impolitic in this measure? What 
other mode is left for Maine to obtain her rights? 
If the General Government, aiter having made at 
the last session an appropriation for this object, 
will not now direct the line to be run, will they 
ever do itt If ever, when? The Senator from 
Pennsylvania says after we shall have waited the 
result of the. pending negotiation! But recollect 
that when this resolution.of Maine was passed 


there was no negotiation pending, nor any reason | 


to expect that it would be renewed unless Maine 
should desire it; and she knew, if she did not-make 
herselfso understood, that she did not desire it 
upon the inconclusive and unsatisfactory basis pro- 
pused. : 

Then I would again ask, What should Maine do 
to obtain herright, and.a boundary line according 
to the treaty? Was any other mode left to her than 
those contemplated by the resolve, viz: first, to get 
Congress to authorize the President to run and mark 
the line: if that fail, then to get the President, with 
the aid of the former appropriation for this object, 
either alone, or in conjunction with Great Britain if 
she will, or with Maine, to establish a commission 
for the survey of the boundary line, by the Ist of Sep- 
tember; and the other mode failing, thirdly, that 
the Governor should forthwith cause the line to be 


ascertained, run, and located. If the line be ever 


run, it must be done in some of these modes. If 
Congress will not authorizeit, and the President 
will not do it, either alone or with Great Britain, 
or with Maine, then Maine must do it, or it will 
not be done. Then shall Maine be considered to 
have acted rashly in adopting her resolutions? Do 
they propose any thing beyond what the exigency 
of the case demands? If not, then the Senator 
from Pennsylvania was wrong in supposing that 
her acts were more the effects of ‘passion than of 
policy? l 

Ft has been further said that Maine acts incon- 
sistently in finding fault with the late proposition 
of the President to the British minister; that her 
Government and Legislature invited the measure, 


vernment, “that if a negotiation be entertained at | 
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and when adopted, it is complained ef.. Whether 
or not Maine be liable to this charge, depends upon 
her acts, and a just construction of her reso- 
lutions. It may be, and probably is trie, that 
her acts and resolutions have been considered 
by the President as indicating her desire for 
the establishment of a commission of explo- 
ration and survey; but knowing, as I do, the 
feelings of the people of Maine upon this question, 
and having examined the report of the committee 


_to whom Mr. Forsyth’s letter, and the messsge of 


the-Governor, were referred, I am weil satisfied that 
it was not. intended by the Legislature, or by. her 


. xesolutions; to. express any desire for the creation 


of a commission upon the principles proposed by Mir. 
Forsyth to Mr. Fox, in his letter of 27th April last; 
and unless they did desire the creation of such a 
commission, it was not to be expected that it would 
be invited by the President. : 

The Senator from Pennsylvania supposes that 
the resolution of Maine does, in terms, ask such a 
commission, and if not in terms, it is fairly to be 
inferred from an omission to negative it;as was 
done in reference to the conventional line, and tc 
the appointment of a new arbiter. He construes 
that part of the resolution which says “that if the 
Government of the United States, either alone, or 
in conjunction with Great Britain, or the State of 
Maine, shall not, on or before the Ist of Septem- 
ber, establish and appoint a commission for a sur- 
vey of said boundary line” to mean “the establish- 
ment of a joint commission of survey and explora- 
tion, upon the basis of the original American pro- 
position and the modifications offer: d by Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government,” as proposed to Mr. Fox by 
Mr. Forsyth; and so, it would seem, the President 
must have regarded it, or he would not have ven- 
tured to invi'eit, in contradiction of what had been 
said to Mr. Fox in the letter of Mr. Forsyth of 7th 
February last. 

The Legislature of Maine has not, as yet, had 
any opportunity.to say whether or not the construc- 
tion of the Senator, and of the President, is in ac- 
cordance. with their understanding of the-resolu- 
tion; and it remains for the Governor of that 
State to determine. whether the propositioa now 
made, if accepted, ‘‘will establish and appoint such 
a commission for a survey of said boundary line” 
as will relieve him from the obligation imposed by 
the resolution “to appoint forthwith suitable com- 
missioners aed surveyors for ascertaining, running, 
and locating the Northeastern boundary of this 
Siate, and to cause the same to be carried into ope- 
ration.” While I would not insist that the Gover- 
nor may not so regard it, I cannot suppose that, in 
forming the resolution, the Legislature had in view 
any such commission as is now proposed, but that 
the “‘survey of said boundary line,” mentioned in 
the resolution, was such a survey of the boundary 
line according to the treaty of 1783, as is mention- 
ed in the bill now before Congress, and as is to be 
made by the Governor in the event of such a 
survey not being made in the other modes mention- 
ed in the resolve. 

But, suppose the President did understand the 
resolution and the Governor’s letter as desiring the 
appointment of such a commission, and: hence di- 
rected the proposition of Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox of 
the 27th April, should that prevent the passage of 
the proposed bill to authorize the President to run 
and mark the boundary line according to the treaty 
of 17832: This may depend upon what that pro- 
position is, and the probability of its leading to any 
satisfactory result. If itmeans what the words or- 
dinarily imply, it might lead the commission to such 
a survey as would make the final settlement of the 
line more difficult than it now is, especially if such 
commission should be “instructed to look for his b- 
lands which beth parties might acknowledge as ful- 
filling the conditions of the treaty;? and, m that 
case, produce the condition of things which Mr. 
Fox, in his note of the 10th January, 1838, describes 
in these words: 

“And if the investigations of the proposed commission should 
show that there is no reasonabie prospect of finding a line strict- 
ly conformable with the description contained in the treaty of 
1783, the constitutional difficulties which now prevent the 
United States from agreeing to a conventional line, may possibly 


be removed; and ihe way may thus be prepared for the satis- 
factory settlemevt of the difference by an equitable division of 


_ the disputed territory.” 
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“The unexpected information that such a propos 


sition, and-the apparent broad terms in which it” 
was made, as are contained in Mr. Forsyth’s: note » 


-to Mr. Fox of 27th April, produced alarm ‘and 


anxiety for the rights of Maine, and very natuially . 
induced expressions which the Senator trom Fenn- 
sylvania considers as finding fault with the Admis 
nistration for doing that which was ‘understood t0; 
have been desired by Maine. It is-very-true that 
antil Mr. Forsyth’s letter to me of 26:45 May Thad 
considered ‘the proposition, according to its natural 
import, without knowing bow it was, or should: be, 
regarded in a diplomatie sense, and was alarmed; 
but since the explanations and assurances in that ` 
letter my fears are allayed, and the people of 
Maine will have confidence that her rights are not 
to be pnt in jeopardy by any thing that. shail be 
admitied into a convention for forming the com- 
mission of survey and exploration. As to the pro- 
bability of such a commission Jeading to any use- 
ful result, the Governments of Great Britain and 
of the United Sta:es have expressed their opinions 
in their late correspondence, as follows. Mr. Fox, 
in his note of 10th January, 1838, says: | ; 

“In this state of things, the Government of the United States 
has proposed to the B Cabinet that another’ attempt 
should be made to trace the outer boundary according to the 
letter of the tieaty, and that a commissi “exploration and 
survey should he appointed for that purpose... Her Majesty’s 
Goverament have litle expectation that such a commission 
could lead to any useful result, and on that account would be 
disposed to object to the measure.” “Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have already siated that they have Jittle expectation that- 
such a commission could lead. ta any useful result, and, that 
they would on that account be disposed to object toit; and if 
her Majesty’s Government were now fo agree to appoint such 
a commission, it would be only in compliance with. she desire 
so strongly expressed by the Government of the United States, 
and in spite of doubls which her Majesty’s Government still 
entertain ofthe efficacy of the measure.” 

In Mr. Forsyth’s reply of 7th February, 1838, 
speaking of the British proposition, he says: “It 
merely contemplaies a commission of boundary 
analogous to that appointed under the 5th -article 
of the treaty of Ghent, and would in all probability 
prove equally unsacisfuctory in practice, and thar the 
President will not venture to. invite it unless the 
authorities of the State of Maine shall think it 
more likely to lead to a final adjustment of the 
question of boundary than the General Govern- 
ment deems it to be.” 

Now allow me to ask what possible good can be 
expected to result from the proposed eommission of 
exploration and survey? Both Governments.under- 
stand that it.can lead to no. useful result, and ‘eys 
perience proves that it will be so, . Then. why 
enter upon it, and suffer the delay, without any 
prospect of settling the question? Bene Es 

The commissioners under the treaty. of Ghent 
had the power to asceriuin. and determine the point 

f the highlands due north from the source of the 
river St. Croix, designated as the northwestern 
angle of Nova Scotia, and the northwesternmost 
head of Connecticut river, in conformity with the 
provisions of the treaty of 1783, and to survey and. . 
mark the boundary; and in case of disagreement, 
ihey were to make report of their doings to their 
respective Governmenis, and the question was then 
to be submitted to some friendly sovereign to be 
decided by him. .The commission now proposed 
is not to have that power, but are to be limited to. 
survey, explore and repoit. Underthe treaty. of 
Ghent, seventeen years were spent in forming the 
commission, making the survey and reports, agree 
ing upon the arbiter, and obtaining his advice; and 
when done, it was rejected, and no useful purpose 
was obtained by all the time and money which 
that experiment cost the parties. Can it be hoped 
that less time, or Jess money, will be required to 
test the proposed experiment? or that the border 
difficulties will be jess during the process of this 
than of the former attemp!? or that a satisfactory 
yesaul€ will. be obtained? The representatives. of 
Maine think not. ‘The British Goverament claim 
and insist upon having exclasive possession and 
jarisdiction of the disputed territory until the qucs- 
tion shall be settled; and so long as the settlement 
can be delayed, they have all the benefits of our 
territory which they would have if it were. their 
own. This is a state of things so unjust to Maine, 
so dishonorable to the American nation, that. it. 
should not longer be submitted to; and yet we are 
told that if we will not take the law into our own 
hands, but “mainiaia our rights firmly,” they will 
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be granted to us by Great Britain “when fairly 
presented,? and “that negotiation is not yet ex- 
hausted.” Look at the correspondence from 1832 
to this day, and see if any thing can be more uu- 
founded than these suggestions. Again we are 
told that it may be well to make the St. Johns, 
from its mouth to its source, the line. Has not 
this alieady been proposed to Great Britain by our 
Government, and réjected in no -very courteous 
terms? Still we are regarded by some as wanting 
in discernment of our true interesi, and as. re- 
creant of our duty to the General Government, in 
urging the passage of this bill; that by so doing 


we are putting at hazard the peace of the country, 


and the attainment of oar fights. It may be so, 
but we feel confident that the reverse of this is 
true. By passing the. bil, we show to Great 
Britain that the settlement of the boundary cannot 
longer be delayed; that the nation will insist upon 
its establishment according to the terms of. the 
treaty of 1783. It will furnish to the President a 
strong argument to induce Great Britain to agree 
to fix the line by negotiation, or to join us in run- 
ning and marking the boundary according to the 
treaty; and why shall this be regarded as a hostile 
measure? It does not. propose to take any thing 
that is not clearly ours; and why should Great 
Britain be offended at our doing that? The Presi- 
dent may, and probably will, ask Great Britain to 
join in thatsurvey. Why will she not do so? 
She canno! justify herself to the world if ‘she shall 
refuse it. It was a maxim of our late venerable 
President to ask nothing but what is right, and to 
submit to nothing that is wrong: let us practic: it, 
and if Great Britain will not juin in the survey, 
nor establish the treaty line, then we must do it; 
and if Great Britain complain, she will do so with- 
ont cause; and if we will be careful to take no 
more than by the terms of the treaty we have a 
right to, she cannot consider it cause for war;. but 


if the General Government will not assume the` 


question, and act. with a determination to: bring it 
to a speedy issus, but will leave it to Maine to 
struggle alone with the neighboring province, it is 
easy lo see that ijt cannut be long before her citi- 
zens, and perhaps her Government, will be in 
collision with New Branswick. ‘This must svon 
Jead to border strife. from which war will ensue, 
and very soon involve both Great Britain and the 
United States in the controversy, Senators may 
think that Maine and New Branswick may fight 
it ont; it will not prove so; each nation must, and 
will come to the aid of their respective parts, and 
it may not then beso easy to convince the world 
that we are right, as it will be if we pass this bill, 
and under it claim nothing but what is ours. 

If, therefere, we would avoid war, which every 
cne should desire, let us pass the bill, and leave the 
execution of it to the constituted head of the nation, 
in whose judgment and discretion the people have 
confidence. By so doing, this irritating and long 
protracted question of boundary wil! be brought to 
an end; and, if it must be that we must fight to 
maintain it, it will not be the first time that this 
nation has been driven to that alternative to obtain 
their liberty and to maintain their rights; and while 
we regard such an event as greatly to be deplored, 
we should consider that the dismemberment of cur 
territory, and the usurpation of it by a foreign 
Government, are much more to be deplored. 


PRE-EMPTIONS TO SETTLERS. 
H OF MR. SNYDER, 


SPEEC 
Or [Luxos 

the House of Representatives, June 14, 1838— 
On the bill granting pre-emptions to settlers on 
the public lands, on the motion of Mr. Lixcotn 
to exclude from its benefits those wio hac here- 
tofore availed themselves of pre-emption rights. 
Mr. SNYDER addressed the House as follows: 
Mr. Speaxer: Thad not intended to occupy the 
time of this House with any more remarks on the 
merits of this bill; but my duty to a very deserving 
class.of my constituents forbids that I should sit 
here in silence, and permit an amendment which, 
if adopted, will-exclude a great portion of. merito- 
tious citizens from the benefits of this pre-emption 
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law. The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Lincoxn] proposes, by. his amendment, to prohibit 
any man who has ever availed himself of the bene- 
fit ofany former pre-emption law from again being 


entitled to a second pre-emption. It would seem, 
from the arguments of that gentleman, thatthe . 


Government, in once granting the right of pre 
emption to an actual settler on the public lands,. is 
granting a boon, is giving a liberal donation, for- 


which the person receiving it should for.ever~ be’: 


shut out from the benefits of any other provision in 
favor of occupants on the public lands. Sir, I deny 
that the Government gives away any thing when it 
grants a pre-emption right. The sales of the pub- 
lic lands for the last eight years show that but: two 


cents anacre have been realized over the minimum ` 


price; one dollar and twenty-seven cents an acre 
having been the average of the sales of the public 
domain. . When from this you deduct -the cost. of 
advertising, and of selling at public sale, it will be 


found that at public sale the nett price falls below. 


the minimum price at private sale. Suppose 
though I am mistaken in the amount for which the 
public lands have been sold within. the last eight 
years—and I believe no man contends the average 
sales for that time have produced more than one 
dollar and twenty-eight cents an acre—who would, 
for that small pittance, exclude the man that, 
through his enterprise and his labor, had heretofore, 
under a former pre-emption law, given the Govern- 
ment price, purchased the land, and’ sold out his 


labor to some more wealthy man, who was unwil-. 


ling to encounter the privations and difficulties: of 
making an improvement in the wilderness? I can- 


not think that the sense of justice of this House.“ 


will permit so great an act. of selfish tyranny to a 
class of men who merit from us a more enlightened 
and liberal legislation. co we NER ty £38 


This bill is opposed with as much ‘obstinacy and 


pertinacity as though it proposed to give the lands 
of the Government away. Sir, you give nothing to 
the settler. You receive from him the price you re- 
ceive from the speculator. Even admitting 
you gained three cents an acre by non-resident 
speculators, to whem are you indebted for the 
pitiful angmentation in price, if not to the resident 
cultivator? The speculator does not enter into the 
unsettled wilderness to purchase public lands. The 
poor man, driven by misfortunes to explore and 
settle your solitary wastes, nnwilling to beg, end 
unable to. buy, the refuse of your populated dis- 
tricts, is forced into the wild woods; builds-his log 
cabin; frequently hunts to sustain him and his fa- 
mily, until, by laborious improvement, he succeeds 
in getting a patch uuder cultivation for the sus- 
tenance of his family, The first years are passed 
in toils and privations incident toa frontier life, 
cheered only by the hope, that, by the time popula- 
tion shall have gathered around bim, he shall be 
enabled to pay the minimum price, still extorted by 
our unjust and unnecessary laws. These are the 
pioneers who first make known the relative value: 
of our unsettled. and unexplored wastes. These 
are the men who first give positive value to our 
Western lands. But, unfortunately for them and 
for us, the very value bestowed on the adjacent. 
tands by their improvements; the additional value 
of the public lands resutting from their privations; 
that very additional value attracts the speculator 
from your moneyed States. Sir, you yourselves 
ure the great cause of speculation and of specula- 
in the public lands, by that prevision in your 
law which prohibits the new States from taxing the 
land for five years after you have sold it, and which 
also prohibits the new States from taxing the land 
of a non-resident higher than that of a resident. 
Remove those prohibitions: allow the new States to 
tax the lands as soon as they are sold, and to make 
a just discrimination between the lands of residents 
and non-residents, and my word for it we would 
socn be rid of the curse of non-resident speculators, 

But, sir, let us look at the beneficial revults of 
our previous pre-emption Jaws. 


dear 
AIRS 


the Treosury during the last twenty years. . Since 


“the enactment of the pre-emption law of 1830, 


continued up to June 1836, upwards of fifty-seven 
millions of dollars has been received from the sales 
of the public-lands: although all this sum was not 


How many mil- | 
lous of dollars have the actual settlers paid into ; 


O THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE... 
Pre-emption to actual selilers—Mr. Snyder. 


„received from actiral ‘settlers; it ‘was. received dù- - 


Independence of the: 


,astime our: Govern-‘ient 
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ring. the. existence: of: pre-emption’ laws. 
former period. did the. sales ever ‘amount toth: 
sum. Since the pre-emption expired in June 183: 
thé sales of. the- public lands: have very. serisibly. 
diminished: in’ 1836, .during the. existence-of-the,:. 
pre-emption. law, the proceeds.of the sales of ‘the 
public lands was upwards:of twenty-four millions ~ 
Whad- 


‘of dollars; in. 1837, after-the pre-emption la 


expired, the sales amounted to about five millions 


- six hundred and forty-four thousand dollars.. Ina 


pecuniary point of view, then. ‘there. can be noobs- 
jection to. the -passage -of “this. bill; neither. can: 
there be found any. objection extending. ‘its. provi- 
sions to. a man who ‘before has availed ‘himself of 
the benefits of a former Jaw. ‘The argument would 
show, if it showed'any thing, that the Governnient - 
wouid sell two “quarters of land. in“ place ‘of, one. 


“No, sir, that is not’ the objection; there are other 
motives which operate on the minds.of. those gen- 


temen who oppose’ this biH,- Sir, we have heard: 
on this floor that the facilities given toacquire tands 
in the new States, actas a drain to'the population 
of the old States! How long is that selfish and illibe~ 
ral policy. to continue? This-Governmentisthe only. 
really free one’ on- earth, yet it is the-only'one 
that'ever demanded from its ‘citizens a:sordid price- 
for its waste lands:-How many of our citizens has this 
cruel and heartless policy driven : from: their <coun~ 
try? When Louisiana was..purchased from the 
French Government,- near; one-half of. its ‘citizens 
weré Americans who had emigrated fromthe Uni 
ted States, and. had’ coniributed to the glorious. 
é unthy....In, 1789 W 
years after the Independence:of thiscountry;.and at 
2 pi vand: 


adopting the system of sellin 


ing us Ki 
‘two dollars-an‘acte, how different wasthe policy of 


the provincial Goyernment of Louisiana! We find at 
that time this letter published: in the United States. 
It is signed by Estaven Miro, Spanish Governor at 
New Orleans, in the province of Louisiana, dated 
September 16th, 1789, addressed to Benjamin Se- 
bastian, esq. of Kentucky. Extract: : 

_ ‘In order to populate the province, his Majesty has been gra- 
ciously pleased to authorize me to grant tothe emigrants, free 
of all expense, tracts of from:twa hundred and forty io eight” 
hundred acres, in- proportion to their property, and in partion- 
lar cases of men of influence, who mayaid thes views, I shal) 
extend the grant as far as.three thousand acres). Youwill be 
exempt from all taxation, and will be'alowed the: private-ex- 
ercise of. your religion, without molestation from any person 
whatever, and ‘will enjoy all uhe rights, privileges, and.imnguni-- 
tics of his Majesty’s other subjects.” ae a < 

I-need. not produce authorities to-satisfy this 


‘House that the French Government was equally 


liberal. with the waste lands of her colonies in: 
America, and, like the Spanish, donated the land to 
the actual settler free of all expense. “Neither need 
I trouble the House to produce documents to show 
ihat Great Britain gave not only donations of ‘land - 
in the Canadas to emigrants, but even furnished 
them with the implements of husbandry for culti- 
vation, and, in some. instances, provisions to sûs- 
tain the emigrant and his family one year. How 
many of our countrymen, induced by the liberal 
policy of the Republic of Mexico, have emigrated 
to Texas, receiving four thousand acres of the finest 
soil, in the most genial climate, for the bare cost of 
surveying and recording the titles: The character 
of those men who were driven by the parsimony 
and selfishness of the Legislature of. this country. to 
another, require from me no-eulogy.. Their de- 
fence of the. Alamo, and their gallant valorat the 
battle of St. Jacinto, has shown them worthy. of the. 
free country of their birth, and has won forthem 
lasting and imperishable glory. . Theirsucéess, and 
the liberal policy extended by them to persins emi- 
grating there, is now constantly ` draining. from all 
the States, and particularly the Southern, many of 
our best. and wealthiest citizens... They will not 
only populate Texas and develope. her resources, 
but the same spirit of enterprise, the same narrow’ 
and mistaken policy of this Government, in regard 
to the mode and manner-of disposing of her public 
lands, will cause our countrymen to wrést from the: 
imbecile and feeble hands of the Mexican Govern=~ 
ment other and fairer provinces. - How lang, with - 
‘these facts staring.us-in the face, will this Shylock 
land system .continue to weaken; ia” place of- 
strengthening, us;:to drive 3 

ing, our-own: citizens?’ 


June, 1838. 
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Collection of the revenue—Mr. Buchanan. 


Thus have | contrasted the policy of other Go- 
veraments that are now, or were, the proprietors of 
unappropriated waste lands. adjoining the United 
States. 1 will adduce one othrr example which has 


occurred to me; it is from a most numerous, though © 


distant and semi-civilized people—page 354, His- 
tory of China, by J. F. Davis: _ 

“The Provincial Government. of Canton,‘ in 1833, obtained 
the sanction of the Emperor to a very sensible plan for inviting 
the poorest people. to settle down on waste spots of lan 
wherever ther might find them, cultivating them in the best 
way they could for their own sole benefit, without any tax or 
other charge whatever. Fhe land thus ‘entered on might 
hereafter become liable to the land tax, Dut it was made the 
freehold property of the first cultivator, with a deed of 
graut from the Government, and as the object was the relief of 
the poor, no rich person was permitted to apply.” - 


The edict by which the foregoing regulation was” 


promulgated observed that, ‘in Government there 
is nothing so important as a sufficient supply of 
food for the people; and, in order to do this, the 
means should be provided them.” 

What a commentary: on the civilized, enlight- 
ened, and free Government of the United States. 
Is it not hamiliating that an idolatrous, haif-civi- 
lized Government should be so much in advance 
of-us in liberality, humanity, and true national 
policy. f 

[Here Mr. Lincotn observed that the people of 
China belonged to the Emperor.] i 

Mr. Snyper replied, so do the poor belong to the 
waalthy manufacturer in your States; and you pro- 
pose to keep them not only poor, but under your 
control, without doing as the Emperor of China 
does—provide lands for them. The poor of this 
country are our equals, our fellow-citizens. It 
should be the first consideration, the first duty, of 
every philanthropic man, either in or out of this 
House, to legislate, te provide for the poor. They 
should be the first objects of our legislation. The 


rich require none of our solicitude; they will take j 


care of themselves only too well, sir, .How many 
thousands of poor are crowding your cities and 
your villages, suffering all the horrors.of indigence 
and misery! . How often have we heard on this 
floor the most eloquent appéals to our sympathies 
in their favor! “How often, too, in this hall, have 
we heard the Administration denounced, . alleging 
that its policy closed the workshops. and .manufac- 
tories of the country, and shut the doors of -the 
banks, throwing thousands of poor out of empioy- 
ment! Let us now see whether gentlemen are 
serious in their sympathies for that class of our 
fellow-citizens, : 

It is from the opposition to this Administration 
that we have heard these soul-stirring appeals. The 
Administration. has recommended this measure; 
it is a measure for the enterprising poor man. We 
propose this measure first. We have, also, another 
before this House, which graduates the price of 
the public land according to the time it has been 
in market, according to quality, to enable poor 
men to procure homes to better their condition, to 
elevate their moral character by raising them to 
the proud condition of freeholders. Yes, sir, to 
beiter their condition, to gladden the hearts of thou- 
sands, to make the West the promised land of. the 
needy. . Will those gentlemen. who: have shown 
such sympathy for the poor, aid us now in this be- 
nevolent design; we present you an opportunity to 
evidence your faith by your works. I listened with 
riveted attention to the eloquent speech of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Sercean7,]) when he so feelingly portrayed the 
wants of the poor, so eloquently told the tale of 
their sufferings during the inclemencies of the win- 
ter. That gentlemen subsequently introduced pe- 
titions from mechanics and Jaborers of Philadel- 
phia, praying Congress to finish certain ships now 
on the stocks, in order that they might get employ- 
ment, and thereby save themselves and their fami- 
Nes from suffering. : me 

This Guvernment,these people—I mean the whole 
people of the United States—have at their disposal 


more than one hundred millions of acres of unap- | 


p opriated waste, wild land. Why not give those 
suffering poor these lands te cultivate? Why do you 
force them toremain in their starving homes, when, 
in the wide West, we have rvom and land enough 
for them all? Perhaps that selfish policy which 
prevents those lands from being given to the actual 


| 


stituents. - May they not ask you, who are their re- || reduced but the ptice- of your: public lands; they. 


presentatives, what right or justice have you to op- 
pose our free settlement on the public lands in the 


West; we protest against your tyrannical restric- 


tions, intended to prevent our emigration to better 
homes. 
on your sterile soil, stimulate us with bounties, but 
dare not bind us with chains. The Middle. and 


Eastern States, who haye offered premiums for the’ 


encouragement of theculture of the mulberry and the 
sugar beet, have pursued the only- policy admissi- 
ble, under our free institutions, to retain their free 


citizens within their bounds. ` So Jong as our pub-. 


lic lands were pledged for the public debt, so long 
did we continue to pay cheerfully the price set on 
the public lands. That debt is. paid: this nation is 
out of debt. Why any longer withhold those 
lands? Why- prevent us from resuming our right 
to the free cultivation of the national soil? 

The friends of this bill have been told that to 
pass it in this shape is giving a credit of two years 
to the settler to pay for his land, and therefore it 
should be so amended as to confine its provisions to 
lands not now in market. [hope it will receive 
no such amendment. If you pass the bill as it 
came from. the Senate, and as it was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands of this House, it 


‘does give a credit on all lands, whether in market 


or not, whether subject to private entry. or not, to 
all. who are occupants on them at the passage of 
this bill: Is there any thing wrong in this? I had 
always supposed, at Jeast before I was honored 
with a seat here, that the settlers cn the public 
lands were within the legitimate sphere of Congres- 
sional legislation, and entuled to legislative protec- 
tron. . How much of the ume of this House has 
been consuined in giving relief to every other class 
of citizens? [tis certainty fresh in the recollection 
of every gentleman, that, notwithstanding the banks 
had received the money of the Government, loan- 
ed it cut to individuals at an interest, banked upon 
it, and. instead of returning it when wanted by the 
Government, they shut their doors, suspended spe- 
cie payment, refused to give up that which was not 
theirs, which common honesty and gocd faith re- 
quired them to.retarn when demanded, yet, not- 
withstanding this breach of their contracts, of their 
faith, one of the first acts of our legislation at the 


special session was to give these banks time to pay; 1! 1 
States will stand here in numbers-to -do themselves _ 


to extend relief to the poor suffering banks. It is 
true I did not vote to give them that relief; a ma- 
jority of this Honse did, and a long time, a long 
credit, was given them to restore that money which 
did not belong to them, and which they so impro- 
perly withheld. The same session we extended a 
credit to the merchants to the amount of upwards 
of three millions of dollars. A large sum was 
given to those of them who. suffered by the great 
fire in the city of New York. Sir, I have not been 
taught to believe that the banks and merchants 
were more deserving of the patronage, of the lenity 
and beneficence cf Congrsss, than the honest, 
though poor, pi ofthe West. Some gentle- 
men urge ont wf as a reason that they will 
not give countenance to occupants on the public 
lands, because. there is a law prohibiting persons 


know there is such a law, which disgraces the 
pages of our statute book, passed in 1807. F tell 
you now that you never can enforce that law. It 
has lain as a dead letter on your statute book. It 
is unjust. The public sentiment of the Westnever 
has, and never will, regard it asa law. itis, in 
fact, long since obsolete. But suppose the law was 


‘violated by these settiers, did not the banks violate 


their contracts with the Government? Pid not com- 
mon honesty yequire them to pay their debts; to 
return the money given them to keep? Yette them 
you gave all the relief. they required; as much as 


they or- their friends asked for, ard as much at; 
Will you not ap- | 


least as their conduct deserved. 
ply the same raie io the settler on your lands? Why 
is he iess entitled to have credit? It is a fact that the 


policy of this Government for many years has been ! 


to reduce the price of every article which we im- 
port, which we have to consume. We have re- 
duced the tariff so as to afford articles. that supply 
our wants at a cheap and reduced rate. Even the 
articles of luxury are afforded cheaper. All are 


If you wish’to retain. our laborious hands 


i two years. 


| The whole subj 
ji was well understood by every member of the Se 
j; nate. 
; no more than simply to state his propositions. as. 
: clearly as he could. 


remain the same; no reduction theré, no change of 
policy toward the. people -of the new. States; no 
liberality, no. justice, for the cultivators.and occu- 
pants of the. waste lands of the Westi oo ct oo na ™ 
Mr. Speaker E have already detained this House. 
longer than my health justifies: I will conclude by: 


| urging the friends of this bill in the. language of” 


my honorable colleague [Gov. Casey,] when he 
addressed. you on this subject to vote down all ` 


amendments, to give us a liberal pre-emnption.act; ` 
| or give us none: if. the ‘bill is to-be lost, let it be 


without amendment; it. proposes no. new principle: 
This Government granted pre-emptions .as early as 


1798; it has from time to time granted them ‘ever ” 


since; this bill proposes only to give a quarter sec-- 
tion to each settler, who-may pay. for the same in. 
1 will go as far as ‘those gentlemen’ ` 
who say it is proper to guard it against specala- 
tion. Itis far from being the interest of the peo- 
ple I represent to have lands owned by non-resi- 
sident speculators. The policy and*wishes of the 
people of the new States isto have as. many resi-- 
dent cultivators asthey can. The. strongest pro- 
tection against speculation in the public lands is a 
pre-emption law; it should be prospective; such 
law should never be permitted to expire; then in- 
deed would we secure the labor of the honest culti- 
tor of the public land against the ‘rapadhy of the 
wealthy: . Es cate ; 
Iloox forward with pleasure to. the time, (and. 
it is very near,;) when the destinies of this great: 
Republic will be in the hands of the people west 
of the Alleghany mountains,-when the representa- 


| tives of the great West shall stand i2 numbers on 
, this. floor doing themselves jusiice. 


The new 
States have not justice done them. ‘More than two- 


i: thirds of the lands within the limits cf the State I 


have the honorin part to represent, is in the handsof 
the General Government; less than one-fourth is’ 
taxable; yet with all this, that State is engaged in a 
most gigantic system of internal improvement,: 
which, if completed, will benefit more acres cf: 


‘land for the General Government than for her own 


estizens, although the whole cost is borne alike by 
the people of Illinois, without having the pawer 410. 
tax all the lands within her limits. This inequality 
between the new and old States cannot- long exist, 
and will not, when the representatives of. the new 


justice; then, and not until then,-do I -look for that 
legislation which will place all the States of. this 


-eonfederecy on an equal footing, and place within 


the reach of every family a home.on the public 
domain. * 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 
REMARKS OF MR. BUCHAN 


Or PENNSYLVANIA. $ 
In Senate, Wednesday, June 27, 1838—On offering 
his substitute for Mr. Weaster’s proposition. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that asthe. session was 


s 


| rapidly approaching its close, and time was now 

> proni | precious, he should endeavor to- be as brief as pos-. 

from settling on the lands of the Government. [ !! : 
da 


sible in explaining the nature of his amendment. 
zet had been amply disenssed, and 


it was, therefore, incumbent on-him to do 


Eat, in the feat place, said Mir. B. allow me to 


| make one or two remarks in regard tothe bill of 
| the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wersrer.} 
> It proposes neiitier more nor less than that the Go- 
; vernment shall retura tothe! 


` 


sasite hae 


system, 
Tf adoped, it wai 


which has so utterly failed. 


1 re-establish; more closely and intimately, the con- 


nection between Bank. and State, than it has-ever 
heretofore exisied. Under the deposite law, the 
Secretary of the Treasury could not select any bank 
as a depository which issued or paid out notes. of a 
less denomination than five dollars. The Senators 


; biil removes this restriction altogether. Banks may 


be. selected as depositories which issue and pay out 
notes of the lowest. denominations, even down to 
six and a quarter cents; and the notes of such 
banks are directed to be received in payment of the 
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uitely. The expression is, ‘(un il the further order 
_ of Congress.” Nay, more: as if our existing banks 
were not sufficient. im numb.r for depositories, the 
Senator has provided forthose which are new in 
embryo,and may or may not be: called into life 
under the great banking law of New York. No 
bank has yet, | believe, been established under it. 
As associations under this law could not be consi- 
dered incorporated banks within the meaning of 
the deposite act, the Senator has extended its pro- 
visions so as io embrace all such banking associa- 


public dues, not for a limited period, but indef- 


iicas as may hereafter be established by any State. 


Now, sir, for myself, Iam utterly opposed to 
ever again returning to the use of State banks as 
general depositories. 1 shall not again. consent 
that the money of the Government may be em- 
ployed in the business of banking. I. think expe- 
rience ought to have taught us a lesson upon this 
subject which we should never forget. Itis my 
fixed opinion that the former connection between 
the Government and the banks has proved equally 
us to both parties, and ruinous to the coun- 
I trust ii may erase for ever, 


try. 
BRI proceed now to offer a few observations in fa- 
vor of my own amendment; and here permit me to 
say that, under my instructions from the Legisia- 
ture of Pennsylvania, I felt myself bound to pre- 


sent som® proposition of this nature. They 
directed me to vote against the Sub-Treasury bill. 
In this I have obeyed them fairly; yet, although I 
was directed to vote against that bill, i was atso 
instracted “to vote for such a mode of receiving, 
keeping, and disbursing the public moneys, as will 
scparate, as far. as practicable, the banks from the 
Government. ‘Thus, whilst I was instructed to 
vote against the Sub-Treasury bill, I was equally 
instructed to vote for some other measure distinct 
from the creation of Sub-Treasuries, which . would 
separate the hanks from the Government as far as 
practicable. This is what my amendment -pro- 
poses; but candor compels me to confess that, with- 
out any instructions. upon the subject, I should have 
felt myself. bound to move this amendment after 
the defeat of the Sub-Treasury bill in the House, 
because.I think Congress ought not to adjourn and 
leave the Treasury Department without any law 
whatever to shield and to direct its proceedings. 

What is the present state of the case? At the 
called session in September last, the Sub-Treasury 
bill was passed by the Senate. Whilst it was un- 
der discussion here, I made a speech in its favor, 
and exerted myself to the utmost of my feeble abili- 
ties to secure iis passage. What was, at that time, 
its fate in the House? I was laid upon the table by 
a majority of twelve votes. 

My opinions then upon the subject are my opi- 
nions now. They have not changed in any par- 
ticular. Ishould have again, at the present ses- 
sion, advocated and supported the passage of the 
Sub-Treasary bill, had I not been prevented by my 
instructions. 

It passed the Senate a second time, without the 
specie restriction, and was again latd upon the ta- 
ble of the House. ‘The House have since consider- 
ed their own bill, which contained the specie clause 
originally introduced on the motion of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun,} and it has 
been directly negatived by a majority of fourteen 
votes. We cannot, therefore, hope that this or any 
o her similar bill will become a Jaw during the ex- 
istence ofthe present Congress, which will not ex- 
pire until the fcurth of March next. 
is, therefore, necessarily postponed until the meet- 
of the next Congress, which will not take place 
December, 1839. 

The question, then, is, shal the friends of the 
Administration (and f profess myself to be one of 
the most decided amongst i 


(EREN 


measure? Shall we, because we have lost this mea- 
sure, make no attempt to pass any other, but lecve 
all the public money for the next eighteen months 
lo be managed without law, at the mere discretion 
of the Secretary of the Treasury? Iam not oue of 
those who can arrive at any such conclusion. The 
people of this country expect that Congress will, 
before ils adjournment, adcpt some measure to 
Separate the money of the Government from the 


The subject 


em) do nething atall, | 
because we have been defeated in our favorite | 


Collection. of the revenue—Mr. Buchanan. 


business of banks; and at the same time direct by 


law in what manner it shall be kept and disbursed ~ 


‘by the Secretary of the Treasury... It would, in my” 


judgment, be suicidal, in a party point of view, to 


go home without making any further effort to setile . 


this perplexing. question, The President, in his 


Message at the commencement ofthe present ses- | 


sion, after again €x, 

Sub-Treasury system, Says: ‘ 
itis obviously important to this branch of the public ser- 

vice. and to the business and quiet of the country, that the 


sing his preference for the 


whole subjeti shouid in some way be sétiled and regulated by. . 


law; aid, if possible, at your present session. 
plans above referred to, I am not aware that ony one has 
been suggested, except that of keeping the public money in 
ihe State banks in special deposite. ~ This pian is, to sume 
extent, in, accordance with the practice of the Government, 
and with the present arrangement of the Treasury Department, 
which, except, perhaps, during the operation of the Jate-depo- 


site act, hàs always been allowed, even during the exisience of 


a National Bank, to make a temporary use of the State: hanks, 
in particular places, for the safe-keeping of portions of the re- 
venue. This discretionary power might be continued, if Cone 
gress deem it desirable, whatever general system may be adapt- 
ed. So long asthe connection is voluntary, we need, perbapa, 


anticipate few of those diffirulties, and little of shat dependence: 


on the banks, which must attend every such connection when 
compulsory i its nature, and when so arraiged as to make 
the’banks a fixed part of the machinery of Government. H is 
undoubtedly in the power of Congress so to regulate and 
guard it ag to prevent the public money from being applied to 
the use, or intermingled withthe af „of individuals. Thos 
arranged, ahhongh it werid not giveto the Government thet 
entire control over its own funds which F desire te secure te it 
dy the pian 1 have proposed, it wouid it must be admitied, in 
a great degree, accomplish one of the objects which bas recom- 
mended that plan to my judgnient—the separation of the fiscal 
concerns of the Governmes* from those of individuals or cor- 
porations. With these observations, I recommend the whole 


Besides the | 


matter to your dispassionate reflection; confidently hoping that 


some conclusion may be reached by yourdcliberations, which, 
on the one hand, shall give safety and stability to:the fiscal ope- 
rations of the Government, and be. consistent, on. the other, 
with the ceniug of our institutions, and with thé interests and 
wishes of the great mass of our constituents.” ` 
Now, what is the plain meaning of this extract 
from: the President’s message? 
Sub-Treasury systém; but if that-should not suc- 


ceed, he still urgently recommends the settlement of 


the question, if possible, at the present session. He 
then suggests the keeping of the public money in 
the State banks ón special deposite, as the next al- 
ternative, and states that it is, to some extent, in 
accordance with the practice of the Government 
and the present arrangement of the Treasury De- 
partment. Although the Sub-Treasary plan is his 
firstchoice, yet he says, it must be admitted that 
the special deposite system would, ina great de- 
gree, accomplish the sepxration of the fiscal con- 
cerns of the Government from those of individu- 
als or corporations. Now, my amendment is 
based upon these very principles thus recommend- 
ed by the President. 

Most heartily dof concur with him. .in these 
opinions, and I entirely dissent from those who 
believe it to beour best and wisest policy to separate 
and go home, leaving the entire subject under the 
contro! of the Secretary of the Treasury, without any 
regulation bylaw. There may be a difference of 
opinion on this question among the friends of the 
Administration. The alternative presented is, shall 
we now do nothing—shall we go before the people 
and agitate the Sub-Treasury question, until the 
cummencement of the next Congress, in Decem- 
ber, 1839, or shail we enact some temporary mea- 
sure which will secure the great principle of sepa- 
ration, and put the question at rest for the present? 
There are some convictions upon my mind so strong, 
that F almost feel them to be intuitive truths. This 
one is among the number. { feel that the most 
dangerous course we can pursue, is to fold our 
arms and determine to do nothing; merely because 
we have not been able iodo every thing. To an- 
nounce to the American people, that, although we 
have been placed by them at the heim, and 
are responsible to the country for the management 
of the vessel, yet that we will not consent to gain 
the haven of safety, unless we can reach it by 
one predetermined course. Shall we ask noibing; 
shall we accept nothing; because we cannot obtain 
all we desire? Other gentemen may wish to frame 


such an issue, and go before the people with it for 
I feel confident it would not ` 


their determination. 
be favorably responded. to by the sober and reflect- 
ing citizens of Pennsylvania. _ 

What is now the law in regard to the safe-keep- 
ing of the public money? The old act of the 2d 
September, 1789, to establish the Treasury Depart- 
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cept current coin was to. be received into the ‘Trea- 
1 


BE: 


ment, passed nearly fifty,years-ago, is the only, law 
upon that subject now in full force, . It simply. pro- 
vides, in general. terms, thai the. Treasurer of. the 
_United-States shall receive, keep, and disburs 


the- 


public money. ‘This act was.passedinbard money . 


times, and ‘evidently: contemplated that nothing ex~ 


sury.. ‘This is evident from, its whole tenor, aswell 


as from .a single“ provision.. The Treasurer -is 


obliged at all lines to submit to ‘the Secretary of 
the Treasuty, or. the Comptroller, the inspection: of 


the moneys'in his hands. “This act was framed to : 


meet thè state of things which existed at thé origin 
of the Government, and is wholly inadequate to the 
present circumstances of the country, °° = 


Under the joint:resolution of 1816, the notes: of 


specie paying banks are now receivable in payment: 


of the public dues, When the banks shall-resume 
specie payments, by. far the greater portion of our 
After 
they reach the Treasury, what isthe Seeretary to 


„revenue will be collected in bank notes; 


do with-them? There is now no law upon the sub- 


ject. Every thing is left to his. diserétion.. Ought 
i this to be the case. under any ‘free Government? 
How, can those who dread Executive diseretion 
rest: contented without attempting, to remedy this 
evil? In’ my opinion, the enemies of. the present 
Administration ought to- desire nothing More ar- 
dently than to leave things just as they are: > There 
will then be nothing but agitation throughout. the 
country. As often as the Secretary, in his discre- 


tion, shall present these bank notes: to: be cashed, 


so Often will the: banks raise a clamor that “it has 
been done in hostility: to them, and without neces: 
Sitys—-that it is an abuse of his .discretion. Còn- 
stant complaints against the Administration will be 
echoed. and re-echoed throughout the: country. 
Every sort of attack: which ‘political. malice can 
dictate, will be made upon it from some quarier'or 
other. ‘The Secretary will be accused of hostility 
against some banks, and favoritism towards others. 
It will Le impossible for him to pursue any course 
whatever without subjecting himself and the -Ad- 
ministration to unmerited reproach. Is it right, 
then, for.us who are friends of the Administration 
to go home, having made no attempt to regulate by 
law the manner in which the.Secretary shall dis- 
pose of these bank notes after they reach the Trea: 
sury? ‘Will the people rest satisfied. with. this de- 
termination, and consider it a sufficient-exduse for 
our omission of every other daty; that-we have not 
been able'to pass the Sub-Treasury bill? i 
Now, sir, the améndment which I propose 
amounts to little more than a legal sanetion of the 
present practice of the Treasury Department. ‘The 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the sake of security, 
now keeps special deposites of goldand silver in 
certain banks. “The President, in. the extract from 
his Message, which I have already read, gives us 
this information; and Ihave since heard it from 
other sources entitled to all confidence. The Sub- 
Treasury bill itself provided for such special depo- 
Sites of gold and silver in Staie banks every where, 
except at the five or six points where we had mints, 
or were io have receivers genera]. That bill, 
therefore, as weil as the practice of the “Treasury, 


regulate them, and place them under the protection 
of law? Why not adopt this alternative, recom- 
mended by the President, for the safe-keeping of the 
public money? i i 

The first section of my amendment is exclusively 
confined to specie. It simply requires the collectors 
and receivers, under the dircction of the Treasury 
Department, to make special deposites ‘with the 
banks, for safe-keeping, of the balances remaining 
in their hands, at Jeast once in-sixty days, and as 
mach cftener as the security èf the public money 
may render necessary.. The rest is chiefly detail, 


banks shall be selected, and their duties performed. 
It is nothing more than to sanction the use of: the 
vaults of these banks, as being more “secure. than 
the private houses of the collectors and receivers. 


Site, it is impossible that the banks can ever use 


manner whatever. = 
| The second section provides 


this gold and silver for their own’ benefit, in any, 


first, that the 


sanctions those special deposites. Why not, then, . 


and mereiy regulates the manner -in which these | 


Of course, from the very nature of a special’ depo- 


June, 1838. 
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notes received in payment of the public dues shal! 
never be placed in banks cither on general or special 
deposite. It is necessary to declare that these notes 
shall not be placed on general deposite, in order to 
create an entire and absolute separation of the mo- 
ney of the people from the business of banking. 
Without such an enactment, the old deposite sys- 
fem will revive in regard to all the banks of the 
country which have neither issued nor paid out 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars since 
the 4th July, 1836; and we should thus have that 
system in Operation in some parts of the Union and 
notin others. And in what condition would this 
absurd anomaly place the Treasury Departmen:? 
In Indiana, in Ilinois, in Arkansas, and ın Missou- 
ti; the banks have not violated this provision of the 
deposite law. Iu Georgia atid South Garolina, I 
am informed, there are several banks, and in New 
York and other States there are some, in the same 

condition, The Secretary of the Treasury wiil be 
imperatively baund to employ these banks as gene- 
rai depositories of ihe public money as soon as they 
shall have resumed specie payments. The depo- 
site act leaves him no discretion upon this subject. 

Thus in some States, and in regard to some banks, 

this law will be again in force; whilst the public 

money collected in otherlarge poitionsof the Union 

cannot be deposited in their banks. You will 

then have a law in force in some portions of the 

Union, whilst it isa dead letter in others. Will 

the people submit to this inequality? No, sir: they 

will not. If banks in some sections of the country 

have a right to trade upon the public money, they 

Wil claim the same privilege in other sections. 

Thus you will have constant agitation. TI ask, 

then, ought Congress to adjourn without even mak- 
ing an atlempt to correct this anomaly, and to pro- 

vide for uniformity, by declaring that no bank 
whatever shall be a general depository of the pub- 
lic money? 

I have always been opposed to a special deposit 
of bank paper with the banks. Those who are 
hostile to general deposits of this paper, ought, for 
the very same reason, to be equally opposed to spe- 
cial deposits. In either case, the banks can dis- 
count and make issues upon your deposits, almost 
with equal facility. For example: A bank is em- 
ployed as a special depository which has a circula- 
tion of half a million, It knows that one fourth 
of this circulation, belonging to the Government, 
is, on an average, lying on special deposit in its 
vaults. A knowledge of this fact will enable it to 
discount and to issue just as much more as if the 
same sum were placed on general deposit. If it 
had kept in circulation half a million before, it 
could, and it would, increase its circulation one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars; the 
amount of the notes which the Government keeps 
dead in its vaults. 

The second section of this amendment also pre- 
seribes in what manner the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall use the bank notes which he may re- 
ceive in payment of the public revenue. It declares 
his duty by law, and places this information before 
the whole people. It will be both his guide and his 
safety. It provides that our collectors and receiv- 
ers shall once at least in sixty days, and as much 
oftener as may be necessary, to render, in the opi- 
nion of the Department, the public money secure, 
convert the balances of bank notes on hand into 
specie, and place this specie on special deposite 
with the selected banks. This will, at all times, 
render it absolutely secure. No bank of any cha- 
racter has, 1 believe, ever violated a special depo- 
site. Jt would be justly considered a high crime. 
What you give to them to keep for you, that they 
will always restore on demand. The box of specie 
which you entrust to their care willalways be forth- 
coming; and ifanother suspension ofspecie payments 
should occur, you will not again have mere bank 
credits, but actual coin, for the use of the Govern- 
ment. This system of special deposites of specie 
was adopted in the Sub-Treasury bill, as 1 have 
said before, every where throughout the Union, ex- 
cept at six points where there were mints, or were 
to be receivers general. 

Would this system have an injurious effect upon 
the banks themselves? . It is true it would require 


them to make frequent settlements with the collec- . 
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of sound character and eredit, always redeeming 
its notes in specie, the holders of Treasury drafts 
wouid, under ordimary circumstances, prefer ac- 
cepting payment in the notes of such bank to 


receiving the gold and silver. But, in the natural 
course of business, the banks themselves would 
generally obtain the possession of these drafts. 

In conversing some weeks ago with one of the 
most distingnished financiers of this country, I 
was struck with the remark, that even if the Go- 
vernment should proceed at onee to require exclu- 
sive specie payments, the batike would not be 
injured unless a large surplus of specie were kept 
on hand. He said that holders of Treasury drafts 
almdst always kept an account with seme bank, 
where they would deposite them; and, in a large 
majority of instances, they would be transmitted 
for collection to the very bank itself holding the 
special deposite, or to some other in the immediate 
vicinity, and that thus these drafts would be presented 
for payment to the collectors and receivers by the 
banks which had charge of the special deposites; 
that this would be the common course of business, 
and that the banks which held these special depo- 
sites would thus themselves become entitled to 
receive them. Does not the justice of this observa- 
tion strike every mind? If any one of us held a 
Treasury draft, would we not at once deposite it to 
our creditin the bank with which we kept our 
account? 

In the mean time, during the periods that the 
collectors ang receivers might hold the bank notes 
before they were converted into specie, Treasury 
drafts would be paid by them in these notes, in all 
cases where they might be bona fide preferred. This 
would happen in most instances; because sound 
specie-paying bank notes in good credit, aregenerally 
more conyenient than gold and silver. But require 
specie; require what you will; from the very nature 
of the business of the country, these Treasury 
drafts will, in most instances, be presented for pay- 
ment by the banks. 

Itis only in case of a large surplus of specie that 
the banks would be at all affected. To prevent 
such an accumulation, and to limit our revenue to 
our necessary expenditures, would thus become the 
interest of all classes of society. 

The proviso to the second section is in exact ac- 
cordance with the late reportof the Committee on 
Finance. At present, under the provisions of the 
fifth section of the Deposit law, the notes of no bank 
can. be received in payment of the public dues 
which has, since the 4th of July, 1836, issued notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars. It was the 
policy of this section to restrain the circulation of 
small notes as much as possible. Specie and small 
notes of the same denomination can never circulate 
together. It was said in England that a one pound 
note and a sovereign were natural enemies of each 
other; and that the former always expelled the latter 
from circulation. In that country, therefore, the 
issue of one pound notes was prohibited, and sove- 
reigns immediately came into circulation. Con- 
gress acted upon the same principle when they de- 
clared that the notes of no bank should be received 
in payment of the public dues which issued notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars. This was 
done to secure, as far as we could, a specie basis 
for our paper circulation, and promote the use of 
gold and silver in all the small every-day transac- 
tions of life. To this policy I would steadily ad- 
here. Under the existing law, banks which, since 
the suspension of specie payments, have not issued 
smali notes of their own, are entitled to have their 
notes received in payment of the public dues, 
although they may have used and paid out the 
small notes of corporations and individuals: whilst 
the notes of all the banks which have issued small 
notes themselves are excluded. There is no justice 
in this discrimination. Whether a bank hasissued 
small notes of its own, orhas paid out similar notes 
of corporations or individuals, they have equally 
violated the spirit, though not the letter, ef the ex- 
isting law; and in jastice they ought all to be placed 

on the same footing. 


press condition that they should be redeemed in 
gold and silver even during the suspension of specie: 
payments. Would it not be manifestly unjust for 
the Government to refuse the notes of these banks, 
and at the same time receive the notes of banks: 

| who had paid out, not their own notes, but the 
small irredeemable notes of corporations and in- 
dividuals of much less intrinsic value? This dis- 
crimination ought so longer to exist. I was glad, 
therefore, that the Committee on Finance reported 
in favor of abolishing it. The amendment is in 
exact accordance with their report. Should it. be 
adopted, it wiil take off the interdict in favor of alt 
banks which shall, after the first day of October 
next, cease to issue, reissue, or pay out any note 
or bill of a less denomination than five dollars... It 
does not propose a general and indefinite suspen- 
sion of this restriction, as the bill of the Senator 
from. Massachusetts has done. It forgives the 
past, but requires the banks to conform to the law 
in future, or forfeit the privilege of -having their 
notes received in payment of the public dues, 

The third section of the amendment repeals the 
deposite act of June,. 1836, except the last three 
Sections directing the balance in the public Trea- 
sury on the Ist of January, 1837, to be deposited 
with the States. This exception is so manifestly 
proper, that it requires no explanation. The re- 
pealaf this act, together with the adoption. of the- 
first two sections of the amendment, would: esta~ 
blish the divorce between Bank and State, by law- 
it would wholly separate the public money from 
the business of the banks, and accomplish a pur- 
pose which I have much at heart. 

I am solemnly convinced that itis both our duty 
aud our policy to use every effort to adopt this.or 
some other similar measure before the adjournment 
of Congress. The people expect, nay, they: der, 
mand the settlement of this question for. the pro- 
sent, in some form or other. As. a: party,’ the: 
friends of the Administration have solemnly an- 
nounced to the world their hostility to. any future: 
connection between the business of ‘the banks and. 
that of the Government. Consistently with this care 
dinal principle, we ought touse every effort to adopt. 
some measure putting the Treasury Department 
under the regniation of law. It will not do for us 
to go home and tell our constituents, that, because 
we failed with our first and preferred measure, we 
had determined to try nothing else, and left every 
thing in confusion. If we make the attempt fair- 
ly, and should fail, the responsibility will not be 
with us, but with cur political opponents. The coun- 
try will then be convinced that we have doneall we 
could, and will justify our conduct.  :. 

lam a party man, because I consider that the- 
best incerests of the country are identified with the 
principles of the party to which T belong. There 
is no wish nearer my heart, than that the Adminis- 
tration of the present President may prove prospe- 
rousand happy. He issound in all great politioal 
principies, and I feel myself to be identified with 
him for weal or for wo. - I-shall ‘neither: look te 
the right hand nor to the left, nor : even think of. en- 
listing under any other banner. Some of his friends 
may differ from me in regard ‘to: this amendment, 
and my proposition may: be rejected; but I: shall 
put myself on record in its favor, under a firm con- 
viction that we owe it to the Administration as well: 
as to our country to make another effort to sestle 

this perplexing question. i 
eS 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 


SPEECH OF MR. DROMGOOLE,. 
Or VIRGINIA, : 

In the House of Representatives, June 20,:1838— 
In Committee of the Whole, against the consti- 
tuitionality and policy of. employing State banks 
as fiscal agents of the Federal Government, and 
in favor of organizing the Treasury of the United 
States in conformity with the Constitution, «| - 
Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and addressed the com: 


mittee as. follows: 9 es 
` Mr. Caarmman: 1 am -gwafé tat our session 
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drawing to a close, and that, consequently, our 
time is precious; but the recollection that I have 
seldom, heretofore, obtruded myself upon the 
House, or committee, and always with brevity, in 
connection with the importance of the subject now 
under examination, will, I trust, relieve me fron 
the charge of asking, on this occasion, an’ unrea- 
sonable indulgence. No question, perhaps, since 
the American Revolution, and the subsequent 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, has arisen in 
the United States, involving more seriously and 


extensively the principles of civil liberty and free © 


government. . 

Gught the financial operations of the Federal 
Government to be entirely and completely- sepa- 
yated frum the business and the transactions of 
banking institutions? Ought that “Treasury,” 
mentioned in the Constitution, required by. it, in 
which “all public money” is to be placed and 
kept, and from which “no money shall be drawn, 
but in consequence of ‘appropriations. made by 
law”—ought that “Tredsury” to exist separately 
and distinctly organized—onght that “Treasury” 
to be independent of the: bdnks of the country? | Or, 
onght that “Treasury” to be closely connected and 
allied with the banks, and: made essentially de- 
pendent on them? Does the Constitution require that 
this “Treasury” shall, in any manner, be connect- 
ed with, or made dependent on banking compa- 
nies? Does the Constitution require, did I ask— 
does it permit hat money in the “Treasury” may 
be promiscuously blended with the funds of these 
companies, and used and employed in their busi- 
ness, so that its ultimate availibility to the Go- 
vernment is left to depend upon their honesty, their 
solvency, their success or failure in trade? And if 
the Constitution does not positively enjoin such 
connection, still is it practicable or possible to dis- 
pense with i? Is such a connection “necessary 
and proper for carrying into-execution”’ any power 
vested ‘by the Constitution in: the Government of 
the United States, or in any department or. officer 
thereof? Can the “Treasury” of the United States 
be properly, completely, and. constitutional/y orga- 
nized, and made to perform its’ appropriate func~ 
tions successfully, without the aid or interposition 
of bank agency? 

“Sir, these questions involve the great probiem, 
are the people capable of self-government; whose 
solution, we had flattered ourselves, had been defi- 
nitely accomplished by the establishment of our Re- 
publican and representative systems. Substantial- 
ly, the momentous, the vital question, is revived of 
thhright and ‘the capacity of the people to govern 
themselves 

I ask, Mr. Chairman, if the framers of the Con- 
stitution had sufficient wisdom, and did they exer- 
cis» this wisdom, in forming a plan of Government 
capable of healthy existence, and efficient action, 
independent of the fact, whether companies, with 
the power of banking, would, or weuld not, be cre- 
ated. Can the people of the United States, through 
their own agents, constitutionally appointed, and 
constitutionally responsible, administer this Federal 
Gevernment peacefully and successfully? Or, must 
they, with a shameful and degrading admission of 
their incompetency, resign the management of a 
portion of the affairs and business of their Govern- 
ment—a portion, too, vitally important; must the 
people of the several States confess their utter in- 
capacity, and quietly submit the management of 
their finances, their entire moneyed concerns, ic 
artificia Persons—to bodies politic, irresponsible to 
the constituted authorities ef the United States; dis- 
tinguished from the mass of the community, not by 
their superior integrity, but by their odious mono- 
polies and exclusive privileges; who boast of vest- 
ed rights, not enjoyed by the rest of society, butin- 
violably secured by charters, which, in most in- 
stances, presumptuously claim to be beyond the 
reach of repeal or modification by the whole legis- 
lative authority of the country? - . 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to examine this proposed 
union of Banks and Government. according to its 
own intrinsic merit. I will nót yield blind obedi- 
ence to the opinions or dicta of any, however-emi- 
nent, I will deliberate and reflect.. I will draw 
my- own: aonclusions. I will form: my~own opi- 
nions and Į will venture to express them, I. hope, 
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with becoming boldness. I will not search for 
precedents, scattered through thé history of Federal 
legislation, opposite and irreconcilable in charac- 
ter, and borrowing their complexion from the al- 
ternate ascendancy of party. No, sir: were all 
suck precedents collected, and congregated into a 
mountaiii’s magnitude, they would not, they ought 
not, to preponderate over my own deliberate con- 


_ victions of the true intent and purpose of the Fede- 


ral Constitution. It is my duty to exercise the fa- 
culties of my own mind, however feeble, in apply- 
ing the test of immutable principle, and the Con- 
stitution, to every measure presented here for adop- 
tion or rejection. A tame submission to prece- 
dents, an acknowledgment of their binding obliga- 
tion, may protect error, and promote a continuance 
of its evils in society, whereby the development of 


truth is retarded, and the gradual work of im-- 


provement is impeded. On this doctrine of- prece- 
dents, I beg leave to read'to the committee some 
brief extracts from a political work, written by one 
of Virginia’s most illustrious statesmen. I refer to 
the late John Taylor, of Caroline, than whom no 
man had more thoroughly considered the principles 
of the Constitution, and to whose writings Mr. Jef- 
ferson himself confessed that he was indebted for 


the correction of some errors of opinion into which | 


he had fallen. 

“Let us, (says he in his Construction Construed,) look at the 
logic which supposes that acquiescence makes precedents, and 
that precedents make reason. All precedents or laws are at 


first theory, and acquiescence alone can convert them into - 


practice. Banking began as a theory; and political augurs 
differed in their prognostications ef its effects. The worst pre- 
cedénts are often but little felt in their infancy, because they 
move with caution, until they. gather strength; and the-worse 
they are, the more time is eften required to develope their.cha- 
racier, Some foretold that banking would be beneficial; others, 
that it would be pernicious to our country. Tt would be an odd 
judgment, however honest, whichshould assert, that fulfilment 
ought to destroy, and falsehood to establish an, augury, because. 
just atthe time when experience has converted the theory of 
banking into evidence, both felt and understood, acquiesence 
has also mellowed the: same:theory into a precedent, and a 
precedent deprives us of the benefit of experience; so that the 
time expended iñ ascertaining the truth or falsehood ofan au- 
gury, renders it impossible to remedy its imposition, just at the 
moment when it is discovered.” l 

And in another place he continues: 

“Precedents would make a strange species of Constitution, 
according to our notions; they wouldbe repealable by the Le- 
gislatures which made them. In those counuies where the Go- 
vernments are absolute, this is no objection to them; but here 
precedents are nothing bnt laws, and the question, whether 
they are constitutional or not must forever remain attached to 
them, unless ii can be proved that it is a question of no im- 
portance after have obtained the title of precedents. It will 
th n become a matter of very great impertance to ascertain by 

hom thistitie is to be bestowed.” 


And whilst I repudiate the authority of precedents, 
I will not search for practices or professions of 
party to guide me. I will not hunt up the isolated 
opinions of this or that illustrious statesman, living 
or dead, as a rule by which my own vote is to be 
controlled. Much less will I rely on any hasty or 
detached opinions of my own, expressed or infer- 
red;'on former occasions. My freedom of thought 
and my right of independent deliberation, shall not 
be fettered with the.chains of prejudgment. The 
illuminations of experimental truth shall not be ex- 
cluded from my political path, because heretofore I 
may have boggled in darkness, or been misled by 
an imperfect light ora false glare. The friendly 
advances of reason and argument, with all their 
benign influences, shall not be obstructed by any 
barriers which pride and prejudice may exert in 
defence of primary positions. No peculiarity of 
position, ho.associations, personal or political, con- 
nected with its first occupancy, can justify, for the 
single purpose of holding out in its defence, an 
abandonment of the mterests of the whole country. 
Whilst pride may urge selfish considerations in 
faver of obstinate perseverance, patriotism will 
strongly recommend the surrender of original pre- 
possessions for the sake of a nation’s good. Those 
who will, may make their boasted consistency: the 
sole deity of their adoration, and may fall down at 
its shrine in blind and unthinking devotion. Those 
who will, may remain immovably fixed to their 
peculiar positions, and may spurn with scorn every 
change or modification which time. and circum- 
stance, and the development of principles, may 
suggest and invite, until their positions, by their 
outre and inharmonious appearance, as contrasted 
with the surrounding improvements, effecied “by a 
jadicious application of political seience to human 
affairs, will serve only to: excite the ridicule-of all 


torily and explicitly 


June, 1838... 
“Hi of Reps. - 


intelligent and patriotic observers... For'myself, T; 


: shall-ever hold my anxiety for: consistency in-strict 


‘subordination to: my love of.truth: .The.correctness 


-and sincerity of my. present convictions, are to me 


a matter of much higher. consideration . than their 
conformity to ‘opinions of-a: previous -periodon 
other subjects, and in a far: different condition of 
affairs. Instead-of appealing to formal precedents, 
to the influence of conspicuous names, or mooting 
the unimportant question of my own:consistency,. T 
prefer to recur to fundamental principles, and. to 
the plain letter and spirit of the Constitution, and 
by these to test the’ correctness “of my- present 
views. aa i aT 

It is then, sir, a fundamental principle, that there 
is a division of political power between the States 
and the Federal Government. The powers con- 
ferred on the Government of the United States, in 
the language of the Federalist, “are few and de- 
fined; whilst, without exception, “the powers . 
not delegated to the United States by the Constitu- 
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States. respectively, or to the people.” The 
powers, therefore, which remain. with the States 
respectively, and. with: the people of each State, 
“are many and undefined.” . : ‘These Governments 
having a separate and distinct. organization; .and 
having a separate and independent action of each 
other, in the execution of: their. respective powers. 
and duties, there.is necessarily a-dividing line; which’ 
must be kept constantly ia view.: : The more clear- 


-ly.it is marked and defined, the more.certainly will 


each. Governmentibe restricted within its own ap-.: 
propriate-and-constitutional province; andthe more 
effectually: will confusion, embarrassment, and col-. 
lision;be avoided-in..the. progress of their’ adminis: 
trations. ; An‘ obliteration of this Jine;an encroache : 
ment upon: this: boundary, mars. the beauty, de- 
ranges the design, destroys the ‘harmony, and im- 
pairs the strength of our whole political system. 
Having presented to the committee this funda- 
mental and essential principle of a separation of 
the powers of the States and of the Government 
of the United States, I beg leave to read .certain 
express provisions, of the Constitution, to which. our . 
action, to be rightful, must conform in prescribing 
regulations for the administration of the finances,. 
Section eight.of. article . the afirst,, vests’ Congress 
with power—— i 8 oe Suge Pagreitis 

“To lay and collect tages, duties, imposts, and excises,to pay 
the debts and provide for the common defence‘and general: wel- 
fare of the United States; bat all Quties, imposts, aud excises, 
shall be uniform throughout the United States; o c; po ora 

“To borrow. money on the credit of the United States; 

“To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; P 
“To provide forthe punishment of counterfeiting the secu- 

rities and current coin of the United States; ` E 

“To make all jaws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into exection the foregoing powers, and all other pow- 
ers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any department or officer thereof.” 

Sec 7, Arr. 1. ‘All bills for raising revenue ehall originate 
in the House of Representatives.” 

Sec. 9, “No money shall be drawn from the Treasury butin 
consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the-receipts and expenditures of. all, 
public money shall be published from time to ume,” ro 

Sec. 10. “No State shall coin money; emit bills of credit; 
make any thing bat gold and silver coin a tender in’ payment of 
debts.” : & Ye 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it. is proposed, on ‘one 
hand, to’organize the Treasury of the United States, _ 
se as to dispense with bank agency, and. to con- 
form strictly with the requisitions of the Constitu- 
tion; on the other hand, it is ` proposed to engage 
and employ, by contract, State banks, corporations, ° 
to perform the office of fiscal agents to the Federat, 
Government. Thus a direct issue is» made’ up 
between the advocates and opponents: of ‘the:two 
schemes, and fairly presented to the country. ` To 
the employment of the State banks, an‘objection, 
in limine, has sometimes ‘been urged—that they are 
contrary to the Constitution of ‘the United States. 
It is not necessary to the course of argument which 
I propose, to enter into the question of the constitu- 
tional power of the States’ to. incoporate banking 
companies. From careful study and honest’con*. 
viction, I belong to that political party who. insist 
upon a strict and limited construction of the grants 
of power enumerated <in‘-the Constitution, ‘and 
who, in my own State, in the early struggle waged 
between State rights and Federal-encroachment, 
econeurred - with. the: General Assembi j 
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powers of the Federal Government, as resulting 
from the compact to which the States are parties, 
as limited by the plain sense and. intention of the 
instrument constituting that compact, as no farther 
valid than they are authorized by the grants enu- 
merated in that compact; and that in case of a de- 
liberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of other 
powers not granted by the compact, the States, who 
are parties thereto, have the right, acd are in duty 
bound, to interpose for arresting the progress of the 
evil, and for maintaining, within their respective 
limits, the authorities, rights, and liberties, apper- 
taining to them.” Holding fast to this doctrine, 
maintaining that the States, as sovereign parties, 
having no common arbiter, may interpret the com- 
pact for themselves, and may interpose to arrest its 
violation, as a State rights man, I cannot a4mit— 
on the contrary, I utterly deny—that Congress, or 
any department of the Federal Government, the 
mere creature or agent of the parties, can construe 
the powers, or define the limits of State authority. 
Congress is not a competent tribunal, and cannot 
undertake to decide whether any provision of the 
Federal Constitution prohibits the States from cre- 
ating banking institutions. Iam not to be under- 
stood as contending that such a question might not 
incidentally arise before the courts of the United 
States, or that they could not properly decide such 
point, arising in a case of which, under the Consti- 
tution, they had cognizance. Nor do I mean to 
deny that their decision, pronounced in such a 
case, would be of binding obligation between the 
parties litigant. I decline, therefore, a discussion 
of the constitutionality of State banks, and shall ad- 
mit, for the purpose of argument, their rightful ex- 
istence. On this occasion, too, I decline an exa- 
mination of their expediency or utility. For the 
present, also, the important inquiry is waived, 
whether their exclusive privileges and chartered im- 
munities are in accordance with the genius and prin- 
ciples of Republican government, or consistent with 
the equal rights of all the citizens. I will not in- 
dulge myself here to speak of.the great question of 
bank reform—the great question of a necessary 
and thorough revisal of the entire system and 
doctrine of ‘corporations—questions which are 
irresistibly forcing themselves upon public con- 
sideration both in England and America, in spite 
of all Conservative resistance in beth countries. 
Waiving the discussion of these topics on this floor, 
I proceed to an examination, not of the provisions 
in detail, but of the principles of this fondly che- 
rished scheme of selecting in the first instance, and 
then employing, by contract, State banks to per- 
form the fiscal operations of the Federal Govern- 
ment. J arraign it before the country, and im- 


peach it at the bar of public opinion of violating | 


some of the express provisions of the Constitution 
—of tending to defeat the object designed, by the 
substitution of a direct power to raise revenue, in 
place of the indirect mode of requisitions on the 
States—of exercising “ other powers not granted in 


the compact”—of disfiguring, if not obliterating, | 


the line of distinction and separation between ‘he 


authorities of the United States. and of the respec- | 


tive States—of contradicting the settled doctrines 
of political economy, and grossly mistaking the 
nature and effect of taxation and public expendi- 
ture—and finally, upon a comprehensive view of 
all its purposes, promises, and designs, I accuse it 
of commending to our lips a rank and poisonous 
Federalism, worthy of the time and the school of 
Alexander Hamilton. 

The plan of converting the State banks, by 


league and compact, into an adequate and uniform | 


fiscal system for the whole United States, requires 
a latitudinous construction of the Constitution, 
and an expanded exertion of Federal power, extra- 
vagant, unprecedented, and alarming. Solemnly 
and deliberately convinced. that such is the charac- 
ter of the measure, I am impelled by a sense of 
duty to essay its exposure to public reprehension ; 
and although I strongly desire to indulge a peace- 
ful temper and a conciliatory spirit; to avoid eri- 
mination, dissension, and division ; and to prefer 
no charge against personal friends and ‘political 
associates; yet, sir, this sense of duty to my con- 
stituents and my country is paramount and must 
be obeyed. 


By reference, Mr. Chairman, it will be clearly 
perceived that the clauses of the Constitution which 
have been cited absolutely require that the reve- 
nue, and all the “public money,” shall be kept in 
a Treasury. It is, therefore, the duty of Congress 
to create by law, to call into existence by legal 
enactment, this Treasury, in which the public mo- 
ney must be deposited when collected or received; 
and it is also the duty of Congress so to regulate 
and guard the custody of the revenue, that it may 
be ready at every moment, without contingency or 
delay, after its receipt into the Treasury, when re- 
quired, to meet appropriations. As the reventie 
must be placed in the Treasury, and as no money 
can be drawn therefrom but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law, it results conclusively 
that no part of the public money once received into 
the Treasury can be intermediately withdrawn, or 
otherwise used and employed. Now, sir, a Trea- 
sury cannot be recognised by these essential cha- 
racteristics—of being the receptacle of all public 
money, retaining it secure and inviolate for any 
purpose but for appropriations, and keeping it ever 
ready for these—uniess it be of the entire creation, 
and under the separate and independent supervi- 
sion and regulation, of the constituted authorities of 
the United States. This Treasury, to answer the 
wise purposes of its institution, must, of course, be 
entrusted to the management of human agency; and 
this agency, to insure its fidelity and efficiency, 
must be held strictly accountable and responsible, 
and made susceptive of coercion into a proper dis- 
charge of duty. The laws creating and organizing 
the Treasury may and ought to contain sanctions; 
they may and ought to prescribe and enforce fine 
and punishment tor delinquency and failure. Cor- 
porations, especially those existing by State autho- 
rity, cannot completely and effectually, if at all, 
be subjected to compulsatory and penal legislation. 
Hence not enly the superior expediency, but, to 
my mind, the. necessity, of selecting individual ra- 
ther than corporate agency—of employing natural 
father than artificial persons. If this be so, it can- 
not be completely. and effectually accomplished 
unless the Treasury is . wholly administered by 
officers of the Federal Government. Yes, sir, the 
officers proper of the Treasury must be appointed 
and commissioned, as officers of the United States, 
by authority of the Federal Government, must be 
amenabie to the same authority, punishable by the 
same authority, and by the same authority remova- 
ble from office. 

According to my perception, it appears cledr 
and indisputable that the deposite of the public 
money in the State banks, and the grant of its 
entire custody to them and their officers, are a 
violation of the positive provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, which require that this public money shall be 
placed in the Treasury, and there so kept, that no 
part shall be withdrawn at any time, or for any 
purpose, ‘but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law.” But the revenue, the public mo- 
ney, thus on deposite, although collected and re- 
ceived, is not actually in the Treasury of the United 
States. It is there only by contemplation of the 
law—it is there only by the magic of legal con- 
struction. The revenue is placed in the possession 
of these corporations; they have the same use and 
contro! of the public money, for all purposes of 
business, as they have of the money and funds of 
themselves; and, in palpable contradiction of this 
flagrart fact, a credulous and confiding consti- 
tuency are gravely invited to believe, to take it for 
granted, that the money is really and bona fide in 
the Treasury, lying ready and capable of being 
drawn therefrom according to law. 

Sir, this requires a force of the imagination, a 
transport of the fancy, utterly beyond the exertions 
of plain sense and common observation. It is of- 
fering an-idle mockery to an honest man’s reason. 
It cannot be that the mass of the people of this 
country have a love for fiction and romance so ex- 
tensively cultivated, so exquisitely refined, as to re- 
quire artifice and deception for its gratification, in 
the dull and dry concern of an account current of 
receipts and expenditures. It cannot be that the 
people are yet prepared to adopt a system, and 
stamp it with ‘a final consideration and deliberate 
adherence,” which authorizes and requires financial 
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inventions, instead of “a regular- statement and 


an uncorrupted simplicity, they readily believe tha, 
their contributions, rendered in willing obedience 03 
law, will be put in their own common Treasury, 
and drawn out only to meet legitimate and neces- 
sary appropriations; and that their servants will 
give them, from time to time, a plain, intelligible, 
and satisfactory exposition. Instead. of a regular 
statement and account, comprehensible to an ordi- 
nary.mind, they receive an elaborate. dissertation 
upon the condition of the finances, and an absiruse 
explication of available and unavailable funds. The 
very laws are an offence to their sease of morality 
and their love of truth, because they require tech- 
nical misrepresentations of the true state of the 
Treasury. . 2 . 

Sir, Congress is guilty of gross fnanca dilapi- 
dation, by surrendering the public mone yto irre- 
sponsible persons and bodies politic for their own 
use and benefit, instead of keeping it securely in the 
Treasury; and but for legal forms and technicali- 
ties, would be justly ehargeable with peculation 
and embezzlement. The withering indignation. of 
a betrayed and outraged communitv is, prevented 
only by imposing on them ‘a fiction of law”. for 
“a matter of fact.” o ' : 

Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored- to show ‘that 
the Constitution requires that the collected reventie 
shall be safely keptin the Treasury of the United 
States, and that it cannot be intermediately used or 
and command such duties. A palpable defeet of 
power can be supplied only in the mode designa- 
ted in the Constitution: it cannot be obviated by 
artful contrivance by indirection, and by circuity 
of legislative action. No compact, stipulation, or 
agreement with these corporations can confer on 
Congress, or the Executive, or any department of 
this Government, additional powers. The autho- 
rity of Congress over the subject of finance and 
revenue cannot depend, in whole or in part, for its 
existence or its exertion, upon the. assent or dissent 
of bodies politic. ‘Fhe consent of one or more 
States cannot empower Congress to: do an act not 
warranted by the Censtitution, nor can the dissent’ 
of one or more States prevent the exercise, of á power 
clearly granted. | ‘This. doctrine applies ‘a. fortiori 
to corporations created by the States, and subordi- 
nate to their sovereignty. oo 

The conclusion is regularly reached, and is un-" 
deniable, that the State banks are not, and cannot 
become, the Treasury of the United States, as de- 
signed and required by the Constitution itself. The 
corollary from this conclusion is, that public money, 
placed in the banks on deposite, is not in the Trea- 
sury, safe, and ready at every moment, from the 
time of its receipt, to be drawn therefroin, “in eoni 
sequence of appropriations made by law,” and in- 
capable of being subtracted therefrem, in ‘conse. 
quence ofany thing else. It is true, that the Se. 
cretary of the Treasury annually reports. all that 
public money as being in the Treasury which is on 
deposite, and in possession of the banks; and it is 
also true that the acts making appropriations, re- 
gard this public money in the same point of view. 
But, sir, I think it has been made manifest in a 
previous part of my argument, that this whole pro- 
ceeding rests upon delusion, and not upon reality; 
upon hypothesis, and not upon fact; that artificiai 
conclusions are required by the character of our 
financial system, and the nature of our legislation, 
not warranted by the actual condition of the Erea- 
sury. Are we to be told that there is no distinction 
between the.aetual possession of money, the real 
cash in hand, and a debt due, a mere liability to 
pay money. I understood my colleague (Mr. Gar- 
LAND] as asserting that money deposited in bank 
was just as much in the possession of Government, 
as when in the hands of its own officers. Do you 
recognise no difference, Mr. Chairman, between 
drawing money out of your own chest, and paying 
your creditor, and giving him a check or order on 
your debtor, in satisfactien of His claim? “Fhe most 
ordinary intellect must perceive cleariy the distinc. 
tion in the case of individuals; and, having. per- 
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ceived this, must inevitably admit that there is a 
similar distinction between money in the Treasury, 
in the actual possession of the Government, which 
can be seen, touched, counted, and used, and a 
debt or liability from the banks to the Government, 
which may or may not be paid, according to pro- 
mise and contract, on demand. Many an honest 
creditor, by the story of his disappointment and dis- 
tress, a tale of real life without the embellishment 
of fiction, can readily and easily explain the diffe- 
rence between receiving money drawn ont of the 
Treasury and paid to him by a responsible and 
authorized officer of Government, and receiving a 
draft upon an insolvent or suspended debtor bank 
employed, because there is a positive injunction 
against taking any money out of the Treasury but 
to meet appropriations made by law. 

I have also sndeavored to show that this Trea- 
sury, which is thus to hold the public money, must 
necessarily, if it accomplish its intended purposes, 
be wholly created and solely governed by the autho- 
rity of the United States. Those who are required 
to place money in a ‘Treasury, and to keep it there 
securely, without being used by themselves or 
others tor any purpose, until wanted for a specific 
object, and are then bound to produce it, must, in 
the very natare of things, not only have access to 


sion of all others, have the entire possession and 
contro. ofit. Now, sir, bank officers and directors 
ana stocxnolders do not correspond with this de- 
scription of persons; and the banks do not, and can- 
not, constitutionally, constitute such a Treasury as 
I have described. 

A mere direction to deposite the public money 
in the banks does not, ipso facto, convert them into 
the Treasury. The act of Congress does not cre- 
ate them, cannotincrease or diminish their powers, 
and cannot rightfully stipulate for the performance 
of any service repugnant to their charters. It will 
hardly be argued that Congress has power directly 
and peremptorily to require the banks to receive, 
to keep, to transfer, and to disburse the public 
money—to prescribe, by law, the manner in which 
these duties shall be’ performed, and“to punish for 
refusal, failure, or neglect. Sir, I hazard nothing 
in. expressing the opinion, that, no man will main- 
tain that Congress can compel the banks to become 
the depositories of the revenue. If there be no 
substantive power, which can be directly exercised 
to compel the banks to perform these duties, then 
the authority to accomplish the same end circuit- 
ously, bylindireet means and by contrivance, must 
be derived by unfair interpretation. If Congress 
does truly possess the power under the Constitu- 
tion, to devolve this duty on the banke, then it may 
legitimately carry it into execution, and may adopt 
coercive measures. Not only does the Constitution 
expressly authorize the passage of all necessary 
and proper laws to carry intc execution a granted 
power, but it is the very essence of law to exact 
obedience. A law is arule prescribed, which must 
be obeyed—it enjoins duty, and may compel par- 
formance—it speaks to command, and not to par- 
ley-—~and a want of approbation cannot render a 
law, enacted in pursuance of the Constitution, nu- 
gatory, or justify disobedience on the part of those 

o whom it is addressed. If a sanction cannot be 
annexed—if a penalily cannot be enforced, then it 
is clear that there isa want of Legislative autho- 
rity to command what it proposes to be performed. 
In other words, an evident and acknowledged ina- 
bility to enforce compliance, to compel perform- 
ance, is conclusive proof ot the non-existence of 
the power. As then Congress cannot constitution- 
ally impose fine and punishment on these corpora- 
tions and their officers, for refusing to keep the 
public money, for failing to keep it safely, for de- 
clining to transfer or disburse it, for neglecting to 
refund it when required, or even for embezzling it, 
it would seem idle to discourse about the existence 
of any substantive or efficient. power to prescribe 
in discharge of his claim. Such an one knows and 
feels the difference between the receipt of money 
and the receipt of a bill drawn on another for 
money. A debt due and unpaid, is not money in 
possession. This delusive idea, that money depo- 
sited in bank is in possession of the Government, 
is dissipated by -a positive enactment of Congress 


I| requisitions on the States. 
this Treasury, but must also, to the estire exclu- jj 


at the late extra session. This aet rests upon the | 


existing facts of the case, and not upon the hyp°- 
thesis of the deposite system. 

[Mr. Dromaootz here introduced and read to 
the committee the act of Congress passed October 
16th, 1837, and entitled “An act for adjusting the 
remaining claims upon the late deposite banks.”} 

Here, sir, is an admission of the fact, which the 
deposite system endeavors to conceal and mistify, 
that the public deposites in the banks are not public 
money in the Treasury. This act recognises them 
as debts due to the United States from those insti- 
tutions; it extends indulgence to them; and it exacts 
interest for delaying payment. It isan utter ab- 
surdity to assert that the same identical money is in 
the Treasury, and.at the same time an unavailable 
or unpaid debt. It is defaming the Constitution 
to charge it with giving sanction or countenance to 
such inexplicable contradictions—such irreconcila- 
ble inconsistencies. 

Next in the order of impeachment, Mr. Chair- 
man, I am to make good the charge, that this 
union of the banks with the Government tends to 
defeat the object designed by the framers of the 
Constitution in substituting a direct power to raise 
revenues in place of the indirect mode of making 
It is unnecessary to de~ 
tain the committee with a history of the requisi- 
tions made by Congress, under the articles of con- 
federation, on ihe different States of the Union; 


with an eeecunt of the delay or failure of the - 


States, in many instances, to comply; or with ex- 


planations of the insuperable difficu'ties, indeed’ 


the acknowledged inability, of Congress te enforce 
compliance. The ‘principles of legislation for 
States or Governments, in their corporate or collec- 
live capacities, as contradistinguished from. the in- 
dividuals of whom they consist,“ was pronounced 


. by the writers òf the day to.be the “great and radi- 


cal vice” of the existing confederation. ‘The nar- 
rative of those times, the current essays, and the 
solemn debates, incontestibly prove that the correc- 
tion of ‘this radical vice was a powerful and lead- 
ing inducement in the formation of the present 
Constitution. So thoroughly penetrated were the 
framers of the Constitution, and the American 
people, with the conviction of the necessity of dele- 
gating to Congress a power of raising revenue, 
separate from and independent of the States, in or- 


der that that body might preserve the public faith, - 


comply promptly with all engagements entered into 
in behalf of the United States, and execute effi- 
ciently all acts requiring an appropriation of mo- 
ney, that they consented, in this particular, to give 
the Government of the Union a National instead 
of a Federal aspect. 

Congress was, therefore, authorized to apply the 
revenue power directly to the persons of the citi- 
zens, relieved from any dependence on the States, 
as communities, in their corporate character, and 
exempt from the embarrassments and difficulties 
of their intervention. The principle introduced is 
that of obtaining the necessary revenue by acts of 
legislation operating upon individuals; the ebject 
was to secure to the Government the appropriate 
application or use of this revenue to its wants, 
without dependance on corporate bodies. The prin- 
ciple will have been introduced in vain, if, after 
the collection of the revenue, it may be returned 
to thé States under the name of deposites, by which 
operation Congress is again reduced to a depend- 
ance on them, and compelled again to resort to 
the abandoned system of requisitions. And is not 
the principle violated in a twofold degree by a 
dependance on banks, by creating the necessity of 
making requisitions on corporate bodies, which are 
but the creatures of the corporate authority of the 
States? The case is too clear for argument, that 
in both instances the principle is violated, and in 
both instances the object is defeated. These cor- 
porations may delay or decline compliance with 
the requisitions of the Government—may refuse 
to pay the bills of Government drawn on them— 
may deny to the Government the use of its own 
revenue. The patriotism, the public spirit, the 
sense of justice which resides in corrorations, is a 
sorry and an unsafe reliance for the support of 
Government. Suppose they lock up the revenue; 
suppose they refuse to yield it up for ever, or for 


atime, ia peace or in war, where is the remedy 
against their contumacy ; where is the relief from 
this miserable dependance? For the present, I 
only raise the question of remedial action- do 
not go into a discussion of its feasibility. ©. 00 
Mr. Chairman, I am sincerely convinced that a- 
Government made, by its. organization, dependent 
on corporations is fundamentally defective’ ‘and 
imbecile; if the agents, entrusted with its adminis 
tration, voluntarily reduce it to sucha dependance, 
they are faithless to their charge. “Sucha-depen- 
dance, especially in matters of revenue, is incom- 
patible with the very idea of government. A 
Government does not exist in its full constitutional 
health end vigor, which depends, for its supplies, 
on the contingent will of a corporation.*® © ° = 
The neyi count in the bill-of indictment which I 
have preferred, charges the scheme under exami- 
nation wih exercising powers not granted’ in the 
compact. It usurpsa power, nò where granted, 
of loaning out the public money. The Constitn- 
tion dees not, and, for wise reasons, ought: not, to 
eonfer'on Congress the authority to lend monéy, 
“To borrow money, on the credit’ of the United 
States,” is expressly authorized; bul ro permission 


; of the converse operation is to be found in the‘enu- 
` meration of grants to Congress... ‘To loan. public 
: money is not necessary or proper for - carrying into 
' execution any vested. power, and cannot be regard- 


ed as of indispensable implication..- The power.to 
loan money implies the right to levy and collect . 
an excess of revenue beyond ‘the’ necessary and 
appropriate wants ofthe Government. Applica- 
tions for loans would greatly multiply the induce- 
ments to ‘superfinous, unjust, ‘and ‘oppressive tax- 
ation. A desire to negotiate loans: Irom- the Go- 
vernment, urged under. the‘ pretext: of protioting 
the public good, would enlist a host of ‘expectants 
and applicants, and would combine an interest in 
favor of surplus revenues, which would ultimate- 
ly prove irresistible and overwhelming. Among 
the most eager and importunate in their solicita- 
tions for the use of the public money always, as at 
present, will be seen the corporations of the coun- 
try. Deficiencies of the revenue appear to have 
been contemplated as of probable oceurrence, ‘and 
hence, very properly, the power. “to: borrow: -‘mo- 
ney” is expressly granted, and i ye inent; 
but the idea of ‘a: surplus‘revenue 
yond, the necessary wants and cons! nO! ; 
vernment, seems to have been cautiously excluded 
from any place in the Constitution. We: search 
in vain for any semblance of the power to lend ~ 
public money. The evident danger of abuse and 
oppression, by inordinate taxation, for the purpose 
of granting loans to favored individuals or asso- 
ciations, vindicates the wisdom of withholding such 
a power, and impresses, with certainty, the con- 
clusion that none such could possibly have been 
contemplated. A total absence of all authority to 
lend the public money; in any form, ought to far- 
nish some security that taxation would be restrict- 
ed to the simple purpose of appropriation. Unless 
loan and appropriation are synonymous, ‘or -con- 
founded, the restriction of the money in the Trea- 
sury to appropriations is an exclusion of its’ em- 
ployment in the business of loans. 

Having ascertained, as I think, incontrovertibly, 
that “to lend money” is the exercise of a power not 
granted in the compact, it remains, in regular or- 
der, to inquire whether the depesites of the public 
money with the banks are, in fact, loans.’ Ithas 
been previously demonstrated that these deposites 
are not money actually in the Treasury, butare debts 
cue from the banks to the United States. ‘To un- 
dertake, in addition to this, to demonstrate further 
that these debts are the result of moneys advanced 
or loaned, would be clearly te supererogate. It 
would be the useless employment: of adducing tes- 
timony in proof of a notoriously, self-evident fact. 
The eleventh section of the famous distribution and 
deposite act of the 23d of June, 1836, entitled “An 
act to regulate the deposites .of the publie money,” 


* The reader is respectfully. referred to Nos. 15 
and 16 of the letters of Publius, in: the work. en- 
titled the “ Federalist ;” extracts from: which had 
been noted, put were- Omitted in-commitiee for. th 
sake of economizing time, = 


June, 1838. 
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expressly admits that the public money placed in 
the banks, under the name of “deposite,” is loaned 
to them, and requires interest for the use of it. In 
Committee of the Whole on that bill, I moved to 
strike out the part requiring interest, placing the 
motion distinct!y on the ground that it openly re- 
coghised the right of Congress to loan out the pub- 
lic money. The clause requiring interest had been 
inserted and defended upon the principle that the 
banks ought to pay for the use of the public money. 
Thus did Congress, “a mere trustee of the public 
treasure,” bound to make a specific application of 
it, assume the right to divert it, and to loan it out 
on interest. 4 í : 

Mr. Chairman, this scheme of forming compacts 
or agreements with persons or bodies politic, not 
holding offices created, or appointments made, by 
this Government, to take possession of the revenue, 
with permission to use aad employ it upon condi- 
tion of performing certain services, resis upon a 
virtual assumption of the power to “farm out the 
revenues.” ‘There are general laws specifying and 
declaring what duties or taxes shall bë paid. We 
have an estimate of the probable amount ef reve- 
nue accruing from the collection. Can the Go- 
vernment turn over to others, be they natural or 
artificial, the collection of the taxes, with the right 
of conversion to their own use, in consideration of 
a promise or agreement to pay out and disburse, as 

“may be required, an equivalent sum? Let this 
indebtedness, this liability, be equal to a fairly esti- 
mated amount of all duties and taxes, deducting 
only a. reasonable compensation for the expense 
and trouble of collection, and making a just allow- 
ance for failures or losses; let there be ample secu- 
rity for strict and faithful performance, siill is it 
competent for Congress to convey and transfer the 
gross uncollected revenue? I shall take it for 
granted that no person will undertake to defend 
the policy or the constitutionality of such an ar- 
rangement. - And where, it. may very properly be 
inquired, is the difference’ in principle between 
receiving an acknowledgment of a debt,as a consi- 
deration for the transfer of the revenue before and 
after its collection? In both cases, the custody, 
possession, and use, of the revenue is surrendered, 
given, granted, and conveyed; and, ia return there- 
for, a promise or obligation is taken for so much 
money, payable and to be paid on demand; to be 
disbursed or doled out by the grantee according to 
the requisition of the grantor. 

` The Government, sir, is to encounter all the dil- 
ficulty and expense of collecting the public money; 
itis to incur, as it should do, the responsibility and 
the odium, if any, of enforcing an unjust and op- 
pressive system of taxation; and then is to let out, 
by special contract, to such banks as may be the 
selected objects uf favor, the entire revenue, to be 
employed, at their unlimited discretion, in the busi- 
ness of trade and speculation in al! its varieties. 
Wo matter how artfully this system of deposite may 
be disguised in its.terms.and stipulations; no mat- 
ter by what delasive epithets it may be denominat- 
ed, “to this complexion it comes at last,” that the 
banks are the “Farmers General” of the rever 
of the United States. I have characterizet this 
proceeding as an assumption of a power not grant- 
ed, but it might be adopting amore correct n 
expression to designate it a surrender of the 
and duties of Congress to corporations. 

Let us, Mr. Chairman, to these charges of a vio- 
lation of the Constitution, and an assumption of 
power not granted, make an application «fa lead- 
ing doctrine of the Republican party, contain 
their creed, as expounded in the Kentucky re 
tions, in Taylor’s resolutions, and in Madison 
port. In that resolution, to which the atteation of 
the committee has been heretofore invited, it is de- 
clared: “That, in case of a deliberate, palpable, 
and dangerous exercise of other powers, not grant- 
ed by the compact, the States, who are parties 
thereto, have the right, and are in dufy bound, to 
interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and 
for maintaining within their respective limits, the 
authorities, rights, and liberties appertaining to 
them.” ‘Fhe principle here asserted is maintained 
also in the Kentucky resolutions; and it is clearly 
explained, strongly enforced, and conciusively de- 
fended, in Madison’s report. It receives my most 


hearty and unqualified concurrence. The purpose, 
at present, however, is not to inquire whether it is 
a case of such deliberate, palpable, and dangerous 
exercise of powers not granted, as to require and 
justify the interposition of the States for the pur- 
pose of arresting it within their respective- limits. 
Probably it might be so regarded, were it possible 
to discuss the matter in all its relations and conse- 
quences to our institutions, State and Federal, free 
from the influence of banks and the power of 
‘money. 5 j 

The Federal Government possesses its powers, 


separate and distinct from the States and their Go- . 


vernments, and ina rightful exercise of them can- 
not be hindered, obstructed, or prevented by the 
interposition of State authority. The States cannot 
so exercise this right of interposition for the pur- 
pose of arresting the evil of Federal usurpation, as 
to violate the compact to which they are parties. 
Whenever, therefore, a State can suceessfully in- 


.terpose, without violating the compact, to defeat 


and prevent the progress of Federal action, it 
would seem to show conclusively that the arrested 
action was not authorized by the compact. I do 
not mean to go into an exposition of the whole 
doctrine of State interposition. Let it suffice here 
to avow the belief that the modes are various; that 
the interposing act may be effected by the existing 
Gevernments of the States through the agency of 
one or all its departments, as may be deemed best 
and most appropriate; and that the mode and the 
manner of interposing must depend on the nature 
and extent of the evil to be arrested. 

Now, sir, is there any mode in which the States 
may, rightfully and successfully, interpose to arrest 
and prevent the employment of their banks as fiscal 
agents of this Federal Government? 

Surely it will not be questioned but that the States 
may prohibit any subscription to the stock of their 
banks on behalf of the United States, and may pre- 
vent the Federal Government from becoming a 
member of any incorporated company within their 
respective limits. The States, in the act of incor- 
poration, may prescribe admissions into, and ex- 
clusions from, the company. Here, then, is one 


species of connection which may be avoided. Tne . 


States have clearly the right to supervise, regulate, 
and control, the conduct of their own local institu- 
tions. They may, in their wisdom and discretion, 
in the progress of time, discontinue, within their 
respective limits, the whole banking system. They 
may, in virtne of their exclusive power of legisla- 
tion over their own corporate bodies, interdict them 
from entering tue service cf another Government. 
‘They may inhibit or annul all contracts and agree- 
ments made by the banks, which are not in strict 
pursuance of a rigid interpretation of their charters. 
These things are manifestly within the competency 
of State authority, and would effec:uslly prevent 
any connection between the Federal revenues and 
ihe local banks, without impeding or obstructing ihe 
rightful action of the Government; without impair- 
ing, in the least, itsright “to lay and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts, and excises,” to place all public 
money in the Treasury, to provide for its being 
kept there exclusively and securely, and to regulaie 
the mode and manner of drawing out the same by 
its own officers, in consquence of appropriations. 
It, however, the selection and employment of these 
banks rested upon any authority deducible from 
the terms of the compact, the States, who are par- 
lies, could not thus easily and efficiently interpose 
to arrest the progress of its exercise. 

Mr. Chairman, I proceed next to show that this 
alliance with the banks tends to efface the line of 
partition between the States and the Federal Go- 
vernment. 
bers of the committee, that, in the commencement 
of my remarks, I laid down, as part of the 
groundwork of my argument, the fundamental 
principle of a division and distribution of political 
power between. the two Governments. I have 
marked several passages, beth in ‘Faylor’s “Con- 
struction Constraed,” and his “ingairy,” demon- 
strating an} enforcing this great principle in the 
structure of our political systems. Tt is with plea- 
sure that I refer to the views aad arguments of this 
pure patriot and eminent statesman, on account of 


their own merit and the high estimation in which: 


It will be borne in mind by the mem-_ 


i Sta 


they are held in my own State; but.to save time, 
now become so valuable, I will forego my. desire 
to read extracts from the works-before me. : 
This primary principle teaches us that each Go- 
vernment has its appropriate and separate duties to. 
perform, and that each has its separate and distinct 
functionaries and institutions. The conversion of 
those belonging to the States into the fiscal func- 
tionaries of the Federal Government, blends, 
mixes, and confuses the public money of the latter 
with the money and funds of the States, and of the 
local companies organized by their: authority. 
In many instances the same banks will be in the 
fiscal employment of the States and of the United 
States at the same time. The officers and mem 
bers of companies created by the States, accounta-" 
ble and responsible to the” Stateg, undertake, -by 
contract, to render themselves accountable. and re- 
sponsible to this Government, .and thus to draw 
over them the'mantle of Federal jurisdiction. If, 
technically speaking, they da not become officers 
witder Federal appointment, yet most assuredly 
they are contractors with the Government. How 
far, in virtue of this contract with the corporate 
body, the character of contractor attaches to each 
member individually, it is not material to inquire; 
nor is it nécessary to revive a question mooted in 
this House in 1806, whether contractors are. officers. 
If the president, directors, and members, are con- 
‘verted into contractors, and contractors are officers, 
then they are all ineligible to seats in, either House 
ot Congress, under the sixth section of the first ar- 
ticle of the Constitution; and in my own State, 
every person holding any office or place, any eom- 
mission or appointment whatsoever, whether any 
pay or emolument be attached thereto or not, and 
every personin any way accepting or receiving 
any emolument whatever, is entirely disqualified 
for holding any office therein. I will not under- 
take to decide here for my State a question coram 
nonjudice, and which she is fully competent to de- 
cide for herself: whether every officer and stock- 
holder of a bank, performing, under selection and 
appointment by this Government, and under the 
terms and obligation of an express stipulation or 
agreement, the duiies of fiscal agent, do not hold 
some office, place, commission, or appointment, or 
do not, in sõme way; aecept or receive some pay or 
emolument, and are not thereby. entirely disquali- 
fied for holding any office in the Commonwealth? 
Itisa question, perhaps, nove! to all, and never 
considered by any; but in the progress of the gys- 
tem, should it unfortunately be revived and conti- 
nued, it may prove to be one of deep and vital im- 
portance to the rights of the Srate, and to the pure 
administration of her-laws. Itis no part of my 
purpose to discuss or decide it. My object was to 
bring to view such effects, to suggest sach questions 
and doubts aud difficalties, as served to show that 
the enlistment of State institutions into Federal em- 
ployment, tended to confuse and complicate -the 
business and the duties of the two Governments, 
and thereby to efface, or render lesa distinct, that 
“lise of partition,” which the Republican members 
of the General Assembly of ‘Virginia, in their 
solemn address to the people, accompanying the 
resolniions of December, 1798, declared they were 
under “the strongest obligation to preserve. unim- 
paired.” {will conclude this division of the sub- 
ject, by repeating and reaffirming some obserya- 
tions which were incidentally drawn from me ona 
former occasion: í 
© He was one of those who wished tu organize the Treasury 
‘the United States upon its true constitutional ground, an 
nect it entirely and whoty from its nnion with Sta 
i Re believed that good policy required it; that past 
nce demonstrated its necessity; and he believed it to be 
on. aml the obvious- in- 
He was well satis- 


exp 
according tothe spirk of the Constia 
tention of the framers of thai instrument. 
fied, from reason and reflection, as wellas from the. dights of 
former experiments, that the Siate banke, from their: limited 
and local character, and from their separate and unconnected 
existence, under different State authorities, could never harrao- 


niously, adequately, and efficiently perform the’ functions of 
fiscal agents to the Federal Government. 

“ Mr. D. observed tiat it was a principle long-established in 
Virginia, thatthe business and operations of each Government, 
nd Federal, should be kept separate acd distinct. That 
Governament should be confined toitsown orbit; that each 
d separately exercise its own-aopropriate powers; thasthe 
éfiices and the administration of the two Governments shanuid 
not be naited or bleaded in the same ns—are, in the goat 
old Commonwealth of Virginia, regarded as cardinal doc- 
tyines. The proposed connection between the banks asd the _ 
Federal Government—the mixture of the revendes of the two 
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if re ~ 
Governments jn tie hands of a common fiscal agent—the trans- 
f4usfon of the moneys of the Federal Government into the 
bus 3 of curporations—-are a palpable violation of the 
political creed of Virginia, which she has constantly and ardently 
cherished. uch was the wakeful jealousy on this subject; 
aisi the auxions desire to establish and secure this great 
principle of State sovereignty, (doubtless to guard effectually 
a misst any siniscer influence onthe part of the Federal Go- 
verro ny —that at the very first session after the Virginia Con- 
ver had ratified the Federal Constitution, the Legislature 
enacted that any person holding any office or place, any com- 
i or appointmen! whatsoever, whether any pay or emolu- 
was attached thereto or not, or if m any way accepting 
or receiving any emolument whatever should be entirely dis- 
quatitied or halding any office in the State. And the preamble 
of the act, after reciting that the Convention had assented to the 
Yederal Constitution and the creation of a Federal Goveru- 

2s, that ‘it is Judged expedient and necessary that 
oyolin the Administration of said Government 
J qualified from holding or administering any of- 
fice or place whotgoever wader the Government of the Com- 
ma ynwealth.’ 

‘Lars was the doctrine maintained from the first by the Revo- 
fathers of the Oid Dominion, and solemnly embodied 
in 1785, at the session that intervened between thelact 
of ratiticaiion and the commencenient of the Federal Govern- 
mont, From that period to the present it kas been carefully 
preserved among our living statutes, And for the parpose of 
upholding the same principle of keeping the State, and all its 
instituiions exempt from any improper influence or interfer- 
ence by the Federal Government, itis a part of out fundamen- 
tal law, a provision of our amended Constitution, that certain 
persons in the service of the United States shall be incapable 
of exercising the elective franchise. Mr. D. unhesitatingly 
avowed fhat he twas of those who advocated an entire separa- 
tion between the revenues of the Federal Government and the 
Stats banks, | a 

Mr. Chairman, Ihave also charged this scheme, 
of surrendering the’ reyenties to the use and em- 
ployment of the banks, with contradicting the set- 
tled doctrines of political economy, and grossly 
mistaking the nature and effect of taxation and 
public expenditure. On this branch of the subject 
i might detain the committee with numerous refe- 
rences to authors of established reputation, and 
with copious extracts from their erudite investiga- 
tions. Admonished by the brevity of our time, 
and ont of respect to the anxiety of others to be 
heard, I will content myself with a few quotations 
fiom a single writer. 

On the subject of public expenditure, of con- 
samption by Government, I will take the liberty of 
reading from Say’s Political Economy the following: 

“If Ihave made myself understood, in the commencement 
of this third book, my readers will have no difficulty in com- 
prehemling that public consumption, or that which takes place 
tor the general utility of the whole community, is precisely 
analogous to that of consumption, which goes to satisfy the 
wants of individuals or families, In either case, there is a de- 
siruction of values, and a loss of wealth, although, perhaps, not 
a shilling ofspecte goes out of the country. 

“By way of ensuring conviction of the truth of this position, 
let us trace, from first to last, the passage of a product towards 
ultimate consumption on tae public account, 

“The Government exacta from a tax-payer the payment of a 
given tax in the shape of money.. To meet this demand, the 
tax-payer exchanges part of the products at his. disposal for 
cvin, which he pays to the tax-gatherer: a second set of Go- 
vernment agents are busied in buying with that coin cloth and 
other necessaries for the soldiery. Up to this point, there is no 
value lost or consumed; there has only heena gratuitous trans 
fer of value anda subsequent act ef barter: but the value con- 
tributed by the subject still exists in the shape of stores and sup- 
plies in the military depot. In the end, however, this value is 
consumed; and then the portion of wealth which passes from 
the hands of the tax-payer into those of the tax gatherer, is de- 
stroyed and annihilated. 

“Vet itisnot the sum of money that is destroyed: that has 
only passed from one hand to another, either without any re- 
turn, as when it passed from the tax-payer to the tax-gatherer, 
o? itrexchange for an equivalent, as when it passed from the 
Governinent agent to the contractor for clothing and supplies. 
The value of the money survives the whole operation, and goes 
through three, four, or a dozen hands without any sensible alte- 
ration: it is the value of the clothing and necessaries that disap- 
pears, with precisely the same effect as if the tax-payer had, 
with the same money, purchased clothing and necessaries for 
hisSwn private consumption. The sole difference is, that the 
individual in the one case, and the State in the other, enjoys the 
satisfaction resulting from that consumption. ; 

“The same ‘reasoning may be applied to all other kinds of 
prblic consumption, When the money of the tax-payer goes 
to pay the salary of a public officer, that officer sells his time, 
his talents, and his exertions, to the public, all which are con- 
sumed for public purposes. On the other hand, that officer con- 
sumes, insiead of the tax-payer, the value he receives in lieu of 
his services, in the same manner asany clerk or person in the 
private empley Of the tax-payer would do. 

“There has long been a prevalent notion, that the values 
paid by the community for the public service, return to it again 
in some shape or other; in the vulgar phrase, that what Govern- 
ment and its agents receive, isrefunded again by their expendi- 
ture. This is a gross fallacy, butone that has been produc- 
tive ofinfinite mischief, inasmuch as it has been the pretext fora 
great deal of shameless. waste and dilapidation. The value 

id to Government by the tax-payer, is given without equiva- 
ent or return; itis expended by the Government in the purchase 
of personal service of objects of consumption; in one word, of 
products ofequivalent value, which are actually transferred. 
Purchase or exchange is a very different thing from restitution. * 


~ Dr. Hamilton, in his valuable tract upon “The National 
Debt of Great Britain,” illustrates the absurdity of the position 
here uttapked, by comparing itto the “forcible entry of a rob 
bër intoa merchant’s house, who should take away his money 
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“Turn it which way you will, this operation, though often 
very complex in the execution, must always be reducible by 
analysis to this plain statement. A product consumed must al- 
ways ba a product lost, be the consumer who he may: lost 
without return, whenever no value or advantage is received in 
return but to the tax-payer, the advantages derived from the 
services of the public functionary, or from the consumption cf 
fected inthe prosecution ef public objects, is a positive return. 

“If, then, public and private expenditure affect social wealth 
in the same manyer, the principles of economy, by which it 
should be regulated, must be the same in hoth cases. | There 
are not two kinds of economy, any more than two kinds of 
honesty, or of morality. 1f a Goverament or an individual 
consume in such a way as to give birth to a-product larger than 
that consumed, a successful effort of productive industry will 
be made. Ifno product result from the act of consumption, 
there is a loss of value, whether to the State or to the individual, 
yet probably that loss of value may have been productive of all 
the zvod anticipatccé. Military stores and supplies, andthe time 
and iabor of civil and military fuactionaries, engaged ia the ef- 
fectual defence of the State, are well bestowed, though consum- 
ed and annihilated; itis the same with them as with the com- 
modities and personal service that have been consumed in apri- 
yate estabiishment. The sole benefit resulting in the latter 
case is, the satisfaction ofa want; if the want had no existence, 
the expense or consumption is a positive mischief, incurred 
without an object. So likewise of the public constunption: sys- 
tematic profusion, the creation of an office for the sole purpose 
of giving a salary, the destruction of an article for the mere 
pleasure of paying for it, are acts of extravagance either in a 
Government or an individual, in a smali State or a large one, 
in a Republic or a Monarchy. Nay, there is more criminality 
in public than in private extravagance and profusion; inas- 
much as the individual squanders only what belongs to him; 
but the Government has nothing of its own to squander, being, 
in fact, a mere trustee of the public treasure. 

“What, then, are we to think of the principles laid down by 
those writers who have labored to draw an essential distinction 
between public and private wealth, to show that cconomy is 
the way to increase private fortune, but, on the contrary, that 
public wealth increases with the increase of public consump- 
tion; inferring thence this false and dangerous conclusion, that 
the rules of conduct in the management of private fortune and of 
public treasure, are not only different, butin direct opposition.” 


In relation to the character and effegt of taxa- 
tion, I ask indulgence whilst I read a few selected 


sentences from the same author: 

“Taxation is the transfer of a portion of the national products 
from the hands of individuals to those of the Government, for 
the purpose ofmeeting the public consumption or expenditure. 
Whatever be the denomination it bears—whether tax, contribu: 


- tion, duty, excise, custom, aid, subsidy, grant, or free gift —it is 


virtually a burden imposed upon individuals, either in a sepa- 
rate or in a corporate character, by the ruling power for the 
time being, for the purpose of supplyiag the consumption it 
may think proper to make at their expense; in short, an impost, 
in the literal sense. 

“It would be foreign to the plan of this work to inquire in 
whom the right of taxation is, or ought to be, vested. In the 
science of political economy, taxation must be considered as 
matter of fact, and not of right; and nothing further is to be 
regarded than its nature, the source whence it derives the 
values it absorbs, and its effects upon national and individual 
interests. The province of this science extends no further, 

“Phe object of taxation is, not the actual commodity, but the 
value of the commodity given by the tax-payer to the tax- 
gatherer. It being paidin silver, in goods, ox in personal ser- 
vice, is a mere accidental circumstance, which may be more 
or less advantageous to the subject or to the sovereign. The 
essential point is the value of the silver, the goods, or the service. 

“The mument that value is parted with by the tax-payer, it 
isfpositively lost to him: the moment it is consumed by the Go- 
vernment or its agents, it is Jost to all the worid, and never re- 
verts to, or re-exisis in, society. This, I apprehend, has been 
already demonstrated, when the general effect of public con- 
sumption was under consideration. It was then shown that, 
however the money levied by taxation may be refunded to the 
nation, its valve never is refunded, because it is never returned 
gratuitously, or refunded hy the public functionaries, without 
receiving an equivalentin the way of barter or exchange, 

“ The same causes we have found to make unproductive con- 
sumption nowise favorable to reproduction, prevent taxation 
from at all promoting it. Taxation deprives the producer of a 
product, which he would otherwise have the option of deriving 
a personal gratification from, if consumed unproductivety, or of 
turning to profit, if he preferred to devute it to an useful em- 
ployment. One product is a means of raising another; and 
therefore, the subtraction of a product mast needs diminish, in- 
toad of augmenting, productive power, ` 
` “It. may be urged, that the pressure of taxation impels 
the prođductiveciasses to redouble their exertions, and thus tends 
to enlarge the national production. 
piace, mere exertion cannot alone produce: there must be capi- 
tal for it to work upon, and capital is butan accumulation of 
the very products that taxation takes from the subject; that in 
the second place, it is evident that the values which industry 
créates expressly to satisfy the demands of taxation, are no in- 
crease of wealth; for they are seized on, and devoured by, tax- 
ation. It isa glaring absurdity to pretend that taxation contri- 
butes to national wealth, by engrossing part of the national pro- 
duce, and enriches the nation, by consuming part of its wealth. 
Indeed, it would be trifling with my readers’ time to notice such 
a fallacy, did not most Governments act upon this principle. 
and had not well-intentioned and scientific writers endeavored to 
support.and establish it,” ; 


The opportunity afforded the banks, the permis- 
sion and-encouragement to them, to employ the re- 
venue in trade and business; its conversion, in 
fact, after collection, into banking capital, as the 
basis not only of commercial, but. of various other 
operations, isa palpable violation of these plain 
and simple truths. The introduction of a system 


upon which he would receive a profi” The encouragement | 


afforded by the public expenditure is precisely analogous. 


I answer that, in the first ` 


H. of Reps. 


founded upon the hypothesis that that value which. 
is consumed by Government is still in’ existence, - 
and capable of profitable employment and repro- 
duction, is an absurdity and a delusion little less 
extravagant than would be the idea, in a treatise on 


` population, that the extinguishment of life is not a. 


destruction of human existence—a subtraction from 
the numerical aggregate. It may be urged that the 
visible growth and prosperity of the country, the 
acknowledged augmentation of the grand total. of 
national wealth, refutes the opinion that taxation 
and expenditure are an absolute destruction of so 
much value or wealth. Such reasoning is about 
as convincing, such logic isas conclusive, as to 
maintain that the continued increase of population, 
the constant and invariable addition to the aggre- 
gate number in a country, by natural means, proves, 
that no death has ever occurred, It. is passing 
strange that a fallacy so absurd, a delusion so im- 
plausible, should be attempted upon the. credulity 
ofa whole nation. And what are the necessary 
consequences, the unavoidable mischiefs, of this 
scheme of deception and folly? The employment 
of the revenue in business and trade inevitably 
tends continually to the creation of an unnatural 
condition of things, tends incessantly to disturb 
and derange the regular and ordinary course of ` 
business transactions, and tends to” produce an 
artificial and deceitful relation between the trade: 
of the country, and the capital actually applicable 
to that trade. In the intervening time, between 
collection and consumption, the revenue is stimu- 
lated into active employment; it becomes a moving. 
cause in business and speculation; it is regarded 
and considered as the basis upon which may safely- 
rest extended additional operations. Whenever 
the revenue, thus enticed or forced by the action 
of Government into busy employment, is with. 
drawn, as it must be necessarily atsome time, then- 
the public expenditure is a destruction, to that 
extent, of so much capital. The capital being 
gradually withdrawn to supply the wants of the- 
Government, in the same ratio, and even in a 
much greater, must business be affected. Not 
only the amount of business resting on this capital, 
artificially multiplied, must cease and perish; but the 
tumbling of the superstructure, thus erected, must 
shake and convulse all others in any way connected 
with it, and must produce panic and alarm through- 
out the country. But the aceruing revenue, in order 
to prevent these, otherwise certain and disastrous, 
consequences, must be made fo supply the defi- 
ciency created, must be made to fill up the chasm. 
Thus we have disclosed and avowed the startling, 
the odious doctrine, that besides the mere support. 
of Government, the object and purpose. of taxation 
is to contribute to the increase, or certainly. to pre- 
vent a diminution of that amount of capital em- 
ployed by dank agencies. The principle of trans- 
ferring wealth or value, by force of legislation, 
from one class or portion of society to another, : 
under whatever pretext of public utility, is a prin- 
ciple of plunder and robbery. It is taking the pro< 


` perty of A, depriving him of the use, increase, and 


profit, and giving it to B, because he will, in the 
estimation of the Legislature, vest and employ it 
more beneficially for the “ general welfare.” It 
is as clear as the sun in the firmament on a cloud- 
less day, that this unprincipled and unconstitu- 
tional connection between the. banks and the Go- 
vernment operates as an unmitigated stimulant to 
superfluous, excessive, tyrannical, and unconstitu- 
tional taxation—io taxation greatly surpassing the 
amount required for proper and economical expen- 
diture. , vi 

But suppose, admit, that this licensed and ap- 
proved conversion of revenue into bank ‘capital does 
essentially assist in augmenting the aggregate 
wealth of the nation to an extent not otherwise: at- 
tained. The admission of sucha fact would be 
no refutation of the charge of injustice, partiality, 
and tyranny, urged against the system; and would, 
by no means, prove that such a system operated 
equally in improving the condition and multiplying 
the general comforts of society—that its. tendency: 
was the production of “the greater good for the’ 
greater number.” a Coes 

Take, for example, a.small community of one 
hundred persons, whose total production of value, 
er increase of wealth, is ten thousand dollars. 
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Whether this increase shall, by the-partiality and 
injustice of law, be monopolized by fiveindividuals, 
or shall be left free to the acquisition and enjoy- 
ment of ail, does not at all affect the certainty of 
the fact of such increase; but it oes materially 
concern the comfort, happiness, and‘equal rights of 
ninety-five out of one hundred in society. The 
augmentation of the aggregate wealth of a nation 
is not, therefore, always the proper measure of the 
aggregate improvement and amelioration of the 
condition of its inhabitants. Strangé-aad paradoxi- 
cal, therefore, as it may at first appear, it is never- 
theless undoubtedly true, that a nation may be ra- 
pidly increasing in wealth, whilst individual pover- 
ty and inequality may be still more rapidly multi- 
plying; and this deterioration of the comfort and 
means of subsistence of the inhabitants, separately 
or in different sections or parts, may be the result 
of those very laws which are stimulating the em- 
ployment of capital, and enhancing its’ profits. 
Such will be the tendency, in a greater or: less de- 
gree, of any system which takes from individuals, 
by taxation, a sum more than sufficient for the 
most rigidly economical wants of Government, and 
permits the sum of taxation, or any portion thereof, 
to be transferred to favored classes or associations, 
to capitalists and speculators, under ‘the shallow 
pretence of sustaining credit, invigorating confi- 
dence, extending commerce, and promoting the 


general prosperity of the country, but really for the: | 


purpose of swelling the profits and aggrandizing 
the wealth of these favorites. Ey 

I should not have gone thus seriousiy, and at 
large, into tbis investigation of the deposite system, 
as connected with the principles of political econo- 
my, but for the fact that the policy of using the 
revenue, as active business capital, has heretofore 
been recommended and sanctioned; has been mein- 
tained on this floor, and has been recently and 
zealously urged and defended in the other end of 
this building “The whole surplus revenue be- 


yond the current disbursement of the Government” , 


is to be rescued from “barren and unproductive 


idleness,” is to be preserved from “‘annihilation” as: 


so much “national capital,” and is to be made 
“susceptible of multiplication, through conven- 
tional substitutes, io four times its nominal amount, 
and capable of fructifying and sustaining the na- 
tional industry to a corresponding exient.”* I 


have felt it my daty to meet and repel this doctrine ` 


of availing ourselves of the revenue power, the 
power of taxing the. people, for the acquisition. of 
national capital, to be employed in the cncourage- 
ment of national industry. Sach a system of 
deriving capital from the labor of the country, such 
a mode of giving it employment, with the conse- 
quent distribution of its profits, is partial and un- 
just in its effects upon the different sections of the 
Union, and is repugnant to the spirit and intention 
of the Constitution. Against such a departure 
from the meaning and intent of the compact, 
against such „sectional preferences, against such 
odious inequality, we have just-cause of complaint. 
Without discrimination or favor, let all be left free 
to exert their industry and skill, to employ their 
capital according to the suggestions of their own 
judgments, and to enjoy, without interference, the 
fruits of their toils. But to- see taxes, generously 
contributed for the sole purpose of equal govern- 
ment and equal security, diverted from their legiti- 
mate end, in order to bestow partial benefits, is to 
feel the sting of injustice and oppression. 

In vain has the Constitution secured uniformity 
throughout the United States, in “all duties, im- 
posts, and excises;” in vain has it ordained that “no 
preference shail te given by any regulation of com- 
merce or revenue to the ports of one State over 
those of another:” these provisions. lose their salu- 
tary qualities, under the operation of that system 
which regards the revenue as. national capital, and 
allows its employment for the encouragement of the 
industry and trade of one commercial city in pre- 
ference of another. 


Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding all these objec-. 


tions, to the constitutionality. and. policy of the 
measure, which I have endeavored to enforce, and 
which, to my own mind, are insuperable, a revi- 


* See speech of Mr. Rives in the Senate of the United States, 
February 6-7 1338 
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val of this exploded experiment is still most perti- 
naciously recommended. Numerous apologies, 
alike ingenious and unsatisfactory, are offered for 
past insufficiency, whilst the most liberal promises 
are tendered for future fidelity and prompt per- 
formance of duty. For myself, I have no confi- 
dence in its adequate ability or its efficient agency. 


| Unquestionably-it has performed one miracle, a re- 


petition of which, no man, in his senses, who loves 
his country and its Government, ought to desire. 
With millions of revenue actually collected and 
unexpended, reported by the Secretary as having 
been received into the Treasury, this system 
has reduced the Government to want and 
embarrassment, in the language cf the day, to 
bankruptcy. Is it the part of wise men to urge 
an immedate exposure toasimilarfate? Or is itnot 
a wanton disregard of a high and solemn obliga- 
tion to insist again to place the public money in an 
exposed condition, liable to be withheld from law- 
fui use and appropriation at the mere pleasure of 

rtificial and irresponsibie bodies, acting under the 
suggestions of fraud, caprice, convenience, or ne- 
cessity.. Exposed to such contingencies, and desti- 
tute, as I contend, of any complete remedy, we 
cannot, with strict propriety, affirm that the reve- 
nues are in a place of security. He, who is ex- 
posed to danger, who is in actual peril, cannot, in 
truth, be considered safe, because probably he may 
have the good fortune to escape without injury. 
The banks may again suspend, (should they gene- 


rally resume and get possession of the public mo- 


ney,) may refuse to recem their promises, may vio- 
late their contracts, and may disregard all their 
ebligations. Because they may ultimately prove 
solvent, because they may perhaps, if so inclined, 
refund the money placed in their custody, and be- 
cause eventualiy nothing may be lost, is it there- 


| Tore safe or prudent to subject the Government, for 


its support and very continuance, to such contin- 
gencies? To speak with accuracy and precision, I 
cannot admit that banks are such agents as the 
public ought to believe safe and suitable. Mycol- 
league, [Mr. GarLann,] however, will insist that 
banks give security, and are as much responsible 
as the officers of the Government; and that we have 
all the power over them which we have over indi- 
viduals. . 
It will be an exceedingly dificult task to demon 

strate that there is the same degree of responsibility 
to this Government on the part of State banks and 
Federal officers. It will be a rash undertaking to 
strive, by argument, to prove that we have all the 
power over them which we have over individuals 
holding Federal offices. This subject of corporate 
responsibility, and corporate liability to coercion and 
punishment, has already been anticipated. Sup- 
pose, in defiance of all principle, it should be at- 
“tempted to declare by law the same penalties, the 
same sanctions, against State corporations, as 
against individual officers of this Government for 
delinquency; suppose, by the contrivance of com- 
pacts and stipulations, you set on foot some spe- 
cies of prosecution in the Federal courts: how can 
their judgments and sentences be enforced against 
bodies politics of the States? If the coercion of the 
civil magistracy be insufficient, shall resort be had 
to the coercion of arms? It is absurd to think of 
fine, and punishment, and imprisonment, as appli- 
cable to corporations. In the very nature of things, 
there cannot be the same kind, or the same degree, 
of responsibility on their part as on the part of re- 
gularly appointed officers: In the very nature of 
things, no Government can exercise all the power 
over its own corporations which it may exercise 
over individuals; and much less can, or ought, this 
Federal Government to exercise all the power over 
‘the State banks which it may, and docs, exereise 
over its own officers. But there is an acknowledged 
distinction between a law commanding and. com- 
pelling performance, and a compact or agreement for 
mutua! service or favor. Suppose a violation of 
the bargain by the Government, or. ts officers, 


‘where is the remedy of the corporations? Confis- 
cation of the public money? Suppose a violation 


or failure on the part of the corporations, how can 
a specific performance of the contract be enforced? 
And again, these contracts may be prohibited by 
the State Legislatures; nay, more: may be set aside 


receivable in payment of dues, 


IEAA A Sii 
GLOBE. ee AT 
nullified. by the stockholders in generat meeting, as 
was the case of the contract made with the Banko. 
Virginia. os . SS RS 
Having made these suggestions.in relation. to se- 


è 


` curity and safety, to respónsibility, and to. the, prac- 


ticable applicauion.of a coercive. power, E pr 


to take a very cursory view of the manifold advan: 
tages so confidently promised,.as. the result.of, this 
fiscal-connection with the pangs- .. am much mise 
taken if the endst o pe accomplished, the benefits 
designed, will not be found, on examination, to. -be 
objects.not contemplated or authorized by the Con- 
stitution. ‘The powert o raise revenue, and to dis- 
burse it is unquestionably granted. / sheet 
Iti s proposed so to.exercise this power as to,:re- 
gulate or restrain the banks from Issuing notes- be- 
low a certain denomination to be. prescribed by 
act of Congress... Congress has no power. to enact 
in direct terms any such prohibition, and yet prin- 
ciple ıs equally vio.ated by the adoption of regula- 
tions indirect.y accomplishing the Same ‘purpose. 
It proposes to stimulate the banks to good manage- 
ment, and fo deter them from misconduct; by-ope- 
rating on their “hopes and fears.” ‘The hope’ofbe- 
ing permitted to derive profit from the use: of the 
revenue, the fear of losing the opportunity of enjoy 
ing this boon, are held out as. inducements to. the 


- banks to conform -their proceedings to the wishes 


of Fedefal authority... The power to. foster and en- 
courage domestic.manufactures inthe: States; by 
means of ‘the, revenue. power, and: by. force.of com- 
mercial regulations, rests on mo better foundation 
than the power to foster and, encourage the issue 
ofa local currency. The power to encourage the, 
manufacture of articles of prescribed dimensions 
and quality depends upon the same rule:of con- 
struction as the right to encourage the manufacture 
of bank notes of prescribed denomination and 
value. The right to create pablic confidence in the 


| strengih and darability of the article of clotb, is as 


clear as the right tu impress public confidence on 
the articles of paper promises. They are both 
articles of domestic manufacture, and may be pro- 
daced with or without acts of incoporation. 

The “reward” of publie coufidence is proffered 
to one class; the withholding of public confidence 
is the rod of “punishment”. tọ another class. of 
banks. ` Where js the constitutional. power to.con- 
vert the public confidente aud the credit of the.Go- 
vernment into a system. of “rewards: and: punish- 
ment?” ~ i . gta ao eee ak 

It virtually establishes a treaty of peace and co- 
operation with the pliant and conformable, and 
makes war upon the solvency. and creditof the re- 
cusant and non-conforming. banks. ae 

The power of selection is founded upon the as- 
sumption ofa right to pronounce upon the solvency 
and sufficiency of our State institutions. In prac- 
tice, it makes an odious, unjust, and injurious dis- 
crimination. Hs effect is to divide the local cur- 
rency of the States into two classes: one class. is to 
have.the credit and confidence of the Government, 
and its issues are to'be received in payment of dues; 
the other class has not the endorsement of the Go- 
vernment for its solvency, has. not the favor of its 
confidence and good opinion, and its issues are. not 
Equal though they 
may be in all other respects, the receiyabuluy cor 
one in payment of dues, and the exclusion of the 
other, destroys their uniformiy. The additional 
function of discharging public dues, enhances the 
value of the ene in public estimation, and depreci- 
ates the other. ae & 

On this subject of currency the United Siates 
present an anomaly. : 

No State can make any thing but gold and silver 


coin a tender in payment of debts. The power thus 


prohibited to the States, is no where conferred on 
Congress. “To coin money, regulate the. value 
thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of 
weights and measures,” is a power delegated to 
Congress, and expressly denied to the States., The 
gold and silver coin, thus. under the regulation of 


Congress, is the only. money known tothe Constitu- 


tien, and of which Congress: can take cognizance, 
or can produce, or regulate. , In, addition to this 
current and constitutional coin of the whole United 
States, the States respectively claim, and have ex- 
ercjsed, the right of creating banking companies, 


in ee 


25ra CONG.. 2ND SESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Dromgoole. 


June, 1838.. 
coe Hoof Reps. 


wih the privilege of issuing promissory notes, 
ge: ving the purpose of a local currency. 

The advocates of the deposite system propose, 
by an affiliation of certain banks, placed by con- 
tpaet under the supervising control of the Federal 
Government, exerted by an application of the re- 
venue power, to convert this local currency into a 
general currency, and to impart'to it. uniformity. 


Sir, the plan, at the outset, is chargeable with the ` 


absurdity and inconsistency of promising unifor- 
mity, and actually aggravating inequality by the 
mode and terms of selection. The promised 
uniformity in the multifarious and diversified paper 
currencies of so many separate communities, can 
never be consummated. Such is its versatility, 
such its uncertainty and inequality, at different 
times and places, that it seems to expose mathe- 
matical truth to ridicule and doubt: A bank note 
m the city of Richmond may be equivalent to spe- 
ere „and so may another bank note, of similar de- 
nomination be in St. Louis. Now, sir, in mathe- 
matics, that things equal to the same, are equal to 
each other, is a truth independent of time and 
place. He who should act upon this truth, in re- 
ference to the two supposed bank notes, would be 
egregiously deceived. They are, perhaps, in no 
other places equal to the same thing, and are no 
where equal to each other. The uniformity of such 
variety of circulation and currency, emanating 
Tig the separate and independent Srates of this 
~onfederacy, can never be effected by any consti- 
tutional application of the limited powers conferred 
on Congress. The want and the desire of 
uniformity in this various currency, its eleva- 
tion above, or depression below, the stan- 
dard of the Constitution, its tendency tò exclude 
gold and silver from circulation, its useful or 
injurious functions in commercial transactions, its 
agency in disturbing or deranging the fair rate of 
exchange between different parts of the Union, 
neither from one, or all of these considerations com- 
bined, can any power be derived to Congress over 
the subject. For correction and reform in the 
character of the currency of the several States, we 
must, under our forms of Government, rely upon 
the same authority which has bestowed the privi- 
lege of creation and issue. For weal or wo, in 
wisdom or in folly, constitutionally or unconstitu- 
tionally, the States have adopted this paper system; 
they have, respectively, exclusive jurisdiction in the 
regulation of their own issues, and each may wholly 
exclude from cireulation within its limits the issues 
of any or all the rest. Sir, I repeat that the great 
question of reform in local banks and currency, 
the great question of a revisal of the whole system 
of corporations—these great questions between Re- 
publican equality and Aristocratic privilege—belong 
to the States separately; and any attempt on the 
part of Congress to interfere, regulate, contro], or 
settle State policy, directly or indirectly, overtly or 
clandestinely, I denounce as an unwarrantable 
exercise of power. Congress ought not to be per- 
mitted to divide with the States the glory of achiev- 
ing a radical reformation in their own peculiar local 
institutions, nor ought it to desire to participate in 
the crime of perpetuating existing abuses by inter- 
posing the ægis of protecticy, upon the false and 
slanderous suggestion that, under the cloak of re- 
form, the Democracy conceal the demon of destruc- 
tion. Let the struggles for reform of State policy 
be carried on, free from all unjust obtrusion and 
illegal] interference on the part of this Government.* 

I see with approbation that the eminent indivi- 
dual to whom is entrusted the Executive power, has 
adopted this safe rule of conduct; and, in his adhe- 
rence to it, { trast confidently that he will be tri- 
umpbantly sustained. The States may, and doubt- 
less will, improve their currency; will cause it to 
approximate more nearly to the constitutional 
standard; will make it uniform, and equivalent to 
gold and silver within their own limits; and without, 
must leave it to depend upon its good character at 
home and the condition and wants of business. I 
will not doubt both the inclination and wisdom of 
the States to accomplish, without Federal dictation 
or prescription, the general reform so earnestly 
demanded by the state of public opinion. In the 
fulness of time it will be accomplished. Tt is a 
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certain stage in the regalar advancement of politi- 
cal truth, and ia the gra iual progress of the great 
Democratic principle. ye . 

Mr. Chairman, let us briefly recapitulate the 
purposes, promises, and designs, of this union of 
the State Banks with the Federal Government. 

It assumes the power to loan. out the public 
money: - 

It converts the State banks into Farmers Gene- 
ral of the revenue: = i 

It reduces the Government to the necessity of 
making requisitions on the banks for the use of its 
own revenue: . ` 

It effaces the line of partition between the two 
Governments: í 
` Itapplies national capital, raised by taxation, 
and multiplied four-fold, to fructify and sustain 
national industry: f 

It undertakes to. prescribe the denomination of 
notes to be issued by the State banks: 

_ It undertakes to restrain and regulate their 
issues: 

It addresses, as motives of conduct, their “hopes 
and fears:” 

It uses the public credit for “reward and pu- 
nishment:” 

It promises to give uniformity to the whole local 
currency: ; 

It makes odions discriminations, and aggravates 
its disparity: í 

It proposes to recur to “existing materials,” 
“State institutions,” upon which to build up a sys- 
tem of Federal power: 

To make the most of these for the convenience 
of the Government, as well as for the general 
good: 

To reform their abuses, correct their defects, and 
adopt every precaution which may be necessary to 
insure their fidelity and efficiency. 

These are but an imperfect. enumeration; and 
where, since the days of Hamilton, can its parallel 
be found? I call to mind none, except, perhaps, 
the extravaganzas of Richard Rush, in his first 
annnal report, as Secretary of the Treasury. 
There appears to my mind so stronga resemblance, 
that I cannot forego the opportunity of introducing 
to the notice of the committee the enumeration of 
the legitimate objects of Federal legislation con- 
tained in that famous document: 


With an avowal of so many objects and pur- 
poses of Federal iegislation, with our State institu- 
tions nationalized, and drawn, by consequence of 
compacts and agreements, within the cognizance 
of, and subjected, if possible, to the decision of, the 
Federal judiciary, as cases, in law or equity, aris- 
ing under the Constitution and laws of the United 
Siates, what portion of the reserved rights of the | 
States, may we hope, wi!l ultimately be saved from 
encroachment, should these alarming doctrines: 
obtain? Then the Republicans of the present day, 
as did the Republicans of °98, wiil have too much 
cause to express their deep regret, “that a spirit 
has been manifested by the Federal Government to 
enlarge its powers by forced. constructions of the ` 
constitutional charter which defines them.” 


In lieu of this scheme, which has so lately failed | 


with a most disastrous explosion, it is proposed in 


the bill before us, reported by the Committee af | 


-Ways and Means, to organize the Treasury accord- 
ing to the requisitions of the Constitution. My col- 
league [Mr. Garlann] has candidly admitted that 


there is no constitutional objection to the plan which | 
we, on our side, advocate, whilst the plan which he | 


so zealously defends, is surrounded- with insur- 


mountable diffienities.. I was..giad that my -col« 
league did not indulge in the usual cant of charging: 
our bill with creating two. currencies, one ‘for. the: 
Government, and another for the people. Sir, itis” 
utterly untrue that this bill-creates any currency at 
all. Ihave heretofore adverted to the anomalous: 
condition of the United. States on the. subject. of 
currency, and have shown that whilst the Con-- 
stitution requires a metallic currency; and autho»: 
rizes no other, the States . respectively, with or: 
without constitutional right, have. superadded -a 
paper currency. Neither.Congress or this bill is 
at all responsible for thé existence of two curren- 
cies in the country. The coinage of money, the 
regnlation of the value thereof, and of: foreign 


_coin, is the imperative duty of Congress. ‘The 
_existence of a metallic currency, therefore, is an 


indispensable constitutional requisition. . There is, - 
then, one cnrrency, under. the Constitution, which 


‘is necessary and unavoidable, and must perform 


its intended functions; and those who are disposed 
to murmur because: there..is another currency, 
which cannot answer all the same: purposes, 
ought to go to the source of. its creation: to 
vent their complaints and remonsirances, ‘and 
ought not to hurl their indignation against our bill, 
which, in that particular at least, isinnocent. Our 
bill is based upon the principle, that according to 
the Constitution, in the payment of all dues and 
debts. to the Government, gold and silver ought 
to be required, and looks to the ultimate esta- 
blishment and general application of this princi- 
ple. Although taxation, in its broad sense, im- 
plies any species: of contribution or impost for 
the support of Government, yet I presume that it 
will not be contested or denied that our rates of 
taxes, duties, imposts and excises, must be laid and 
collected in a general medium, denominated mo- 
ney. We have seen that the Constitution makes 
money to consist of gold and. silver, and does not 
authorize any other currency ; this, therefore, must 
be the species of money intended to be employed, 
in Government purposes, by the framers of that 
instrument. . Money is only the standard or mea- 
sure of value. Taxation is but the transfer of in- 
dividual wealth or value to the Government for 
its consumption. The amount or extent of value 
taken from each citizen is measured by this stand- 
ard. Entire uniformity and exact. equality. in-ail 
contributions and exactions cannot be attained: 
really as well as nominally, but by the use of this 
common or constitutional standard or measure of 
value. Specie payments of all debts ‘and dues to 
the Government are the necessary result of requir- 
ing uniformity, and employing a common and 
invariable standard. In addition to the argument 
resting on uniformity and a common standard, it - 
will be remembered that neither the States or the 
Federal Government can make any thing but gold 
and silver a tender in payment of debts. Should. 
the Government receive the paper substitutes, 
issued in the different States, in place of gold and, 
silver, how can it with these preserve the public 
faith, and fulfil all its engagements at. home and 
abroad, according to the terms of the Constitution ? 
Should the Government receive paper at all, it 
ought to be with a certainty, excluding every pos- 
sibility of doubt, of its immediate convertibility into 
gold and silver, and it ought to be so converted 
invariably before disbursement.. In such case, the 
Government, as a matter of convenience. to the tax. 
payer, assists him in the process of converting his © 
paper into that medium required for the use of ‘the 
Treasury. : 5 
As an authority for the receipt and disbursement 
of a paper currency, my colleagne [Mr. GARLAND] 
relies upon the construction given tothe act of £789 
by Alexander Hamilton, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, and to the subsequent practice of the 
Government. In my opinion, sir, there has been a 
constant tendency to depart from’ the stri¢t line of * 
constitutional duty, in the administration of the 
finances, from tse commencement of the Govern- 
ment, which is mainly attribu‘able to: the unfortu- 
nate bias acquired from the doctrines inculcated 
by Hamilton, under the imposing ‘authority of the 
head of the Treasury “Department.” Hamilton’s: 
Federal ideas were embodied and brought. into 
practice in his management’ of ‘the Treasury, and. 
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in his systems of finance. Against his constitutional | 
constructions and his fiscal arrangements, the Re- | 
publican party have regularly protested; and I can- : 
not but think that my colleague, as a Republican; 
has made a most unfortunate reference. Instead | 
of gold and silver in the receipts and disbursements 
of the Government, in pursuance of the provisions | 
of the Constitution, it is maintained that the re- | 
ceipts and disbursements of equivalents is a fair | 
compliance with the Constitution and the law. Sir, | 
the doctrine of equivalents is unknown to the Con- 
stitution. It is one of the many and fatal heresies 
of Federalism. If Congress, or any department, or | 
officer of the Government, can, in place of a specific | 
thing, at discretion substitute. an equivalent, then 
ali the specific provisions of the Constitution may be 
supplanted, at the discretion ‘of one, or all the de- 
partments combined, by the substitution of their 
equivalents. i 

Sir, all the doctrines and arguments of those who 
protess to belong to the Republican party, and yet 
advocate bank agency anda paper medium in the 
public receipts and disbursements, are of strong 
Federal tendency; they lead, inevitably, to an ad- 
mission of the constitutionality and necessity of a 
National Bank. They maintain that bank agency 
is essential in the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the revenue, and that a paper 
currency, convertuble into gold and siver, and as 
an equivalent for’gold and silver, is also indispensa- ` 
ble in the collection, transfer, and disbursement of 
the revenue. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a Chief Justice Marshall 
would, from premises not so strong and pointed, 
easily and logically deduce the conclusion that it ; 
was the right, and the duty, of Congress to esta- j 
blish a National Bank as a proper, convenient, use- | 
ful, and necessary appurtenance of the revenue | 
power, A 

I do not mean to charge my colleague [Mr. Gar- | 
LAND] or all his political associates on this ques- | 


tion, with any wish or intention to favor the esta- 
blishment of such an institution at. present. He 
has always disclaimed it—disclaims it now, and I 
am satisfied of his sincerity. I was, however, 
showing, as I migh legitimately do, and, as I 
think, I have successfully done, that the creation 
of such an institution must be the ultimate result, | 
the final conclusion, of all their arguments and | 
doctrines. i 
In the Jong departure of the Government from | 
the true rule of duty, and in the systems and prac- | 
tices which have grown up, Lam fully aware that | 
the habits, business, and interests of society are in- 
volved in a complicated and intimate connection. 
No man is more sensible than I am, that, in the | 
application of principles, however true in. theory, 
we ought most carefuily to survey all the difficul- 
culties and obstructions presented by the existing 
condition of things. Whilst I would not, in defi- 
ance of every. obstacle, and regardless of conse- | 
quences, press an immediate adoption of a favorite | 
system, in all its parts; neither would I, relin- 
quishing all hope and alleffort, abandon it in de- 
spair, because it was not, at: once, wholly practica- | 
bie. Existing difficulties, caused by the errors and - 
defects of the past, cannot justify a change or an 
abandonment of principles founded in trath, and 
in the Constitution. It is rather the duty of the 
statesman and the philosopher, sincerely convinced, 
and firm of purpose, to strengthen his defences by 
reason and argument; and to remove, prudently 
and gradually, with the least inconvenience and in- 
jury, the difficulties which oppose the introduction 
of his system. In obedience to the suggestions of | 
prudence, and from a desire to avoid any shock or | 
injury to the interests of the community, the bill 
under consideration proposes, very gradually, an 
entire disuse of the paper currency for the use of 
the Treasury, and a complete restoration of the 
constitutional’ standard; and thus, after a jong 
course of error, to retract the Government, in the | 
gement of the finances, to the simple duty 
prescribed in the instrument defining its powers, | 
Mr. Chairman, an objection has been urged, that 
this separation of the Treasury from the banks 
will require an additional number of officers, and 
will increase the patronage of the Executive. | 
Sensitive as may be the public mind on the subject 
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of patronage; it is yet too intelligent and. too patrio- 
tic to be deluded into an abandonment of a wise and 
constitutional measure, by an unfounded clamor. It 
relies for its execution, like every other measure, 
upon officers competent in capacity and number, 
constitutionally appointed, and constitutionally respon- 
sible. Ample personal security, the solemn sanc- 
tions of oaths, liability to removal from office, the 
certainty of punishment for offences, the dread of 
exposure and disgrace—these are the guarantees, 
which will, in the. general,-ensure capacity and 
fidelity. Shall we surrender the belief, so long and 
so universally entertained in America, that man 
in his natural person, and in his individual re- 
sponsibility, is worthy of trust and confidence, is 
capable.of executing the ordinary functions of civil 
Government? Shall we surrender this theory of Re- 
publican Government as an impracticable specula- 
tion or an idle dream, and in utter despair commit 
the vital concerns of this extended Confederacy, to 
associations of men converted by legal magic into 
bodies politic and corporate, with chartered protec- 
tions, known to the Government as agents only in 
their artificial character, whereby responsibility is 
diminished, and the difficulty of dpplying the re- 
straints and coercions of the law is greatly increased? 
In lieu of the vast and complicated machinery of 
bank agency, our bill substitutes only some nine or 
ten additional officers. The increase of patronage 
to be exerted through these few additional officers 
of the Treasury Department, rigidly prohibited 
from using or employing any public money in 
their charge, under any pretence, for private pur- 
poses, dwindles into insignificance, compared with 
the almost incalculable influence which may 
be secured by an alliance between the banks 
and the Treasury. Take the favorite num- 
ber of deposite banks—twenty-five; multiply 
these by the whole number of officers, stock- 
holders, and debtors, too, in each: the extent of 
corrupt influence and patronage into which this 
system may degenerate is absolutely appalling. The 
public attention cannot be diverted from the con- 
templation of this stupendous combination, so sus- 
ceptible of a sinister influence, and so tempting to 
a designing Secretary, by the artful and causeless 
ery of Executive patronage over nine or ten offi- 
cers, fettered with legal restraints. Look at the 
numbers of opulent merchants, capitalists, stock- 
holders, and stockjobbers, who may, under the 
operation of this system, be brought into financial, 
and, probably, political, union and concert, with 
the Secretary as commen head. It would seem 
that the genius of Hamilton had awaked to revive 
“those fiscal systems and arrangements which 
keep a host of commercial and wealthy indivi- 
duals embodied, and obedient io the mandates of 
the Treasury,” and which the advocates of free 
Government and the enemies of corruption have 
heretofore assailed. 

Mr. Chairman, under the separation of the 
banks and the Government, proposed to be effected 
by the bil under examination, “a regular state- 


ment and account of the receipts and expenditures: 


of all pubue money” will be practicable. All the 
artificial conclusions and legal constructions of 
former systems, which, in most cases, were con- 
fused and unintelligible to the mass, will be 
avoided. A plain system of accounts, so anxiously 
desired by Mr. Jefferson, will be introduced, and 
the object of the Constitution fulfilled in requiring 
a publication, from time to time, of the account 
curreut of the Treasury. The great body of tax- 
payers will see and understand the whoie operation 
of the Treasury. | 


The strict inhibition against employing any por- 
tion of the revenue in trade or business, will remove 
every inducement to excessive taxation; a supe 
fluity of revenue beyond the economical wants of 
the Government, will neither be desired by Con- 
gress or permitted by the people. The transfer of 
revenue, in no way connected with trade or com- 
merce, from points of collection to places of 
expenditure, can produce no inconvenience, 
shock, or revulsion. No charge can with. jus- 
tice be preferred, that the financial operations 
of the Government have mierrupted business, para- 
lyzed commerce, and destroyed credit: No class of 
citizens or section of the United States, can com- 
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plain of partiality in the benefits to be derived from, 
the use of the revenue, whilst all are alike excluded, 
from any such favors: . All unjust discriminations 
in the local currency, all improper interference- in, 
` its regulation, will be avoided; and the States, with-, 
out impediment or assistance, may proceed in its-re-. 
formation, according to their own sense of dufy-and 
policy. The strict adherence of the Governmentin 
all its money transactions to the common:standard, 
will furnish both the measure of value and,the ex- 

. ample of enforcing it, which the Constitution .in- 

tended, and will be more persuasive to the States to 

conform to it, than any direct attempt to control 

and regulate their diverse currency. Finally, the 

organization and management of the Treasury, ac- 

cording to the Constitution, will be to exercise. and 

vindicate the right and capacity of the people of the 

States respectively to govern themselves, and to 

emancipate their Federal Government from bank 

thraldom. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. i 
REMARKS OF MR. YELL, | - 


Or ARKANSAS, 

In the House of Representatives, June 20, 1838—On 
the bill to increase the military establishment of 
the United States., í S 
Mr. YELL said, he should not now have trou- 

bled the House; but from the peculiar position he 

occupied as a representative from Arkansas, his 
duty to those whom it was his honor to represent 
here, forbade him to be silent, and rendered it his 
imperative duty to urge upon the House the duty, 
under existing circumstances, to increase the reĝu- 
lar army, to some extent. He would say with his 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] who had just 
taken his seat, that he was as much opposed to an 
overgrown standing army as that gentleman, or 
any other was, or could be. He believed that such 

an army would not be found dangerous to the li- 

berties of the people; and as soon ashe apprehended 

such a result in regard to the army of the United 

States, he should oppose its increase with what little 

ability he possessed; but unti! then, he saw no im- 

propriety, but, on the contrary, great necessity, for 

so far increasing it.as to provide for the protection 
of the country. The gentleman ‘had asked ‘the 

House why should. we increase the army? Inv res 

ply, I will recall his recollection to the commence.’ 

mentof the war in Florida. Every one knew that at 
the time it broke out no one apprehended the’ least 
danger of an indian war in that quarter.. The 
signs of war were not more ominous, nor as much 
so then as now on the whole Western frontier: 

There was but one man slain, that was Wiley 

Thompson, the Indian agent; yet ina few months 

the whole line of boundary in that quarter was in 

the flames of open war. Had we had a compe- 
tent military force upon the ground at that day, 
there would not have been the necessity of calling 
out militia and volunteers to the tune of forty-three 
thousand men. The volunteers ‘from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Alabama, might have remained m 
peace at their homes, and the nation would have 
been saved the whole expense. There is now an 
ebvious cause of war on the frontier; and the re- 
ports from that quarter all agreed in stating the 
probability that it would happen. The officers 
from whom this intelligence was received were ac- 
tuated by no secret design to increase the army, as 
the gentleman had suggested, nor would their own 
rank be raised by its success if they had. They 
were men far above so base a conspiracy, and have 
given only their views as they were bound to do. 

General Arbuckle and Colonel Vose, and others, 

all state that the Indians in their vicinity were en» 

gaged in preparations for war, as will be seen by 
reference to a document from the War Department 
afew days since. Would this House refuse ‘to 
credit the statements of such men, officially made- 
to the Department? The House would understand 
him as confining his remarks entirely to the West- 
ern frontier. He spoke for the benefit of his own 
people. The gentleman from Missouri was abun- 
dantly able to look after his own constituents. 

Mr. Y. said he had voted to strike out the Senate 
bill, and in favor of the substitute moved by the 
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Committee on Military Affairs. The former re- 
commended the augmentation of the army to the 
number of 14,000; the latter to only 11,500. He 
had voted for the smaller number, because he 
saw no necessity for so large an increase as was 
proposed by the Senate. There was no need for 
augmenting at all the existing staff, of the army, as 
reported by the Senate; all he asked was, that the 
rank and file should be increased in number. This 
he demanded of the House as an act of mere jus- 
tice. The House had placed on the western fron- 
tier a body of Indians mustering not less than 
66,000 warriors, as will be seen by the report of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs—an officer distin- 
guished for his ability and integrity. "Whole num- 
ber of Indians west of the Mississippi river, 
332,498; estimated warriors, 66,499. No matter 
by whose advice or policy this had been done; it 
was too late now to inquire into that; certainly, it 
never had been done by the suggestion, or with the 
consent, of the representatives of the people of Ar- 
kansas or Missouri. They had opposed the plan 
from the beginning. Cne of his colleagues in the 
Senate, then a delegate, opposed it on this floor and 
elsewhere. But without reverting to the past, the 
fact now was that those Indians were there; the 
Government had sent them there; and it was the 
duty of Government to provide against their hostile 
operations, 

He would remind the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Pore,] and from Virginia, [Mr.. Wise,] that 
the Indians on the Arkansas frontier were not 
such Indians as Clark and Harmar had fought, 
These Indians were all fully armed; each one of 
them was furnished with as good a rifle as any of 
our own people, and they were well supplied with all 
the munitions of war; and what was theirnumeri- 
cal force? There were 20,000 Creeks, 15,000 Choc- 
taws, 10,000 Cherokees, besides some 5,000 Osages, 
and some 1,500 Chickasaws, and how many Semi- 
noles wonld depend upon the final results of the 
Florida war... f í 

Now, he did not wish to be understood as taking 
the position that the people of Arkansas stood in 
dread of these Indians, however numerous they 
might be, as of a superior foe, from whom they 
fled to the Government for protection. No; if 
matters ever came to extremities, the people he 
represented were both able and willing to defend 
their own homes, and to protect their own wives 
and children. But the danger was nota personal 
or peculiar one, in which they alone had an isolated 
and independent concern, It was the danger and 
the concern of the country at large; and it was the 
duty of the whole people of the Union to guard 
against it. The people of Arkansas demanded 
protection, not as a boon, not as a gratuity, not out 
of pity; but as a matter of right to her own citizens, 
and by treaty stipulations with the Indians. He 
appealed on this subject alike to gentlemen on both 
sides of the House. Would they be willing, on 
account of any political or party bearings of this 
question, to stand by and see their fellow-citizens 
scalped and tomahawked? Would they have them 
exposed to the danger of such a fate, merely for 
the sake of saving a little money? No. He had 
a better opinion of the representatives of the Ame- 
rican people. He was sure that both the friends 
and the opponents of the Administration would 
freely vote whatever might really be requisite in 
this matter. 

M. Y. was well aware of what were the feelings, 
the apprehensions, and the desires of his people at 
home. They all fully expected an Indian war; 
they had no doubt that it was coming; and in that 
expectation, it would be their desire that the 
largest increase which had been proposed by either 
of the amendments should be granted by Con- 
gress, and they would be glad to increase it yet 
farther. Yet, though he knew these were their 
wishes at the present moment, he could not con- 
Sent to vole for the increase proposed by the Se- 
nate’s bill; he thought a smaller addition would be 
sufficient, and he took the responsibility of saying 
to the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Harrison] 
that he could not go for the amendment he had 
proposed. . He proposed, and, it was all he asked, 
that.five regiments. of infantry and two of dragoons, 
making in all upwards of 6,500 men on-ourt wes- 


tern and north western frontier, should. be forth- 
with raised, and thisamendment will give it. This 
was, in his judgment sufficient to- meet the exi- 
gency of the country. Ifthe companies of infan- 
try were increased to 80 privates, this would give 


a force of. 5,000 infantry; and 1,450 .draguons:for: 
the defence of the south western frontier: He would - 


dispose of this force as follows. He would place 


in Fort Jesup, at the mouth of the Sabine, 500; 


at Fort Towson 500, to protect the frontier from 
the inroads of the Camanches and Pawnees; at 
Fort Smith 500; at Fort Gibson 500, and 200 ata 
post to be estabiished in the northwest corner of 
Arkansas. These, with the dragoons would give 
3,400 men to meet the Indian force west of Ar- 


. kansas. 


Now let gentlemen consider the formidable 
amount of the Indians which have been collected 
at our western frontier. They might be reckoned 
as follows: 


Choctaws and Chickasaws - - 30,000 
Creeks - ~ mn - - 20,400 ` 
Cherokees, about - - - - 10,000 
Osages = = = - 5,000 
Pawnees- ` ~ - : - - 12,000 
Camanches - z - 20,060 


What then was the condition of the frontier as 
to safety? Why, it was true, as the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] had said, that 25,000 
men could not defend it, if- it came to a trial of ac- 
tual strength; but if the Government erected a line 
of posts well garrisoned, with mutual means of 
easy communication between them, the moral ef- 
fect on the minds of the Indians would operate as 
a sufficient defence, and prevent hostilities. But let 
war once actually break out, and twice,the number of 
troops would afford no effectual resistance. The 
Indians were more than two to one. The Chero- 
kees lay within half-a days march of some of the 
strongest counties in the State; in ten days the In- 
dians, if united, could drive every thing before 
them, and take Little Reel, the seat of Govern- 
ment. The militia would have tobe called out, 
but they would not check their progress to the Mis- 
sissippi river. This was no dream of the imagina- 
tion. The Indians, it appeared from late advices, 
were planting no corn, and some of them had 
burned their fences; and they declared to the 
whites, that al the time of their green corn dance 
they would finally determine whether to make 
war or no. The President had been ap- 
prised of this state of things, and if he believed it 
to be true, as Mr. Y. did, he ought to draw off some 
troops from elsewhere. If, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Reen] had said, the troops 
were not wanted on the Atlantic seaboard, send 
them to the West, where they really were needed. 
Under this view of the case, Mr. Y. had been wil- 
liag to vote for one additional regiment, as pro’ 
posed by the present amendment. 

The force at present on the frontier Mr. Y. 
stated as follows : 


Men at Fort Towson, some - - 200 
“at Fort Gibson, say - - 400 
‘© at Fort Jesup - - - - 200 


with a portion of the regimerit of dragoons; in all, 
about 1000 men. The garrison at Fort Gibson 
was no protection to Arkansas with her present 
force ; so far from it, that they had been obliged 
to send out three battalions of volunteers to protect 
the protectors. If this was the manner in which 
the Government meant to protect the people ‘of 
Arkansas, it would be better at once to withdraw 
all the United States garrisons, and let the people 
fight it out themselves. If they were not to have 
enough troops to do any good, better take away 
what were there, and not oblige the people of Ar- 


kansas to defend the troops of the United States | 


Government. There had been a selection of two 
posts to defend Arkansas and Missouri. He would 
give them 2000 infantry, and 1450 dragoons, for 
Missouri. But the honorable gentleman from Mis- 
souri must rernember that the Indians west of his 
Siate would not have to be fought till those in 
Arkansas had been met first. The pecple of Mis- 
scuri would not be troubled till the people of Ar- 
kansas had been attacked. He was willing to give 


his friend from Missouri two regiments; sand then: 


let the dragoons. be divided. Let Arkansas have 


one regiment, and Missourl:.-another. There were: 
a body-of 66,000 Indian warriors’ to: be met, as he: 
had before. stated, all well-armed with: the: best:.of 
rifles, and with plenty of ammunition. | Was not 
the country- bound to provide:some addition -to the 
army to meet a force sọ: formidable} t sii. | 


- Mr. ¥. said that; perhaps, he was willing ’to:put 


up with too little; but he was the more willig to be: 
content witha: small increase, because’ he well 
knew the ability, zeal, and: energy, of the present 
Governor of. his ‘own State: ‘That excellent. of- 
ficer would never be wanting to-his duty; and-if it 
did come ‘to hard ‘fighting, he rather thought they 
would whip these Indians‘a little sooner than Un- 
cle Sam. had: whipped those in Florida, and at 
much less expanse, ž Pe TUT A a 

He was willing to give. twò- regiments to the 
Northern frontier, from Detroit to Maine: He 
believed this would be-as much as would be needed 
in that quarter. .: : 

It must be remembered that they in the West 
had no artillery; :all the cannon were-on the sea- 
board. They might be taken, some of them, to the 
Northern frontier; and-if the force he had named 
was insufficient, he would consent to raise one more 


regiment, as proposed in the amendment of the 


committee, 

He believed that the Northwestern and. North- 
eastern frontier needed: additional regular troops, 
but not very many, unless Maine was determined 
to rise up and take by force the portion of her ter- 
ritory now unlawfully held by the British. When 
it came to that, he was willing to vote her 25,000 
men, if necessary; but, as matters now stood,: the 
people on the Northern frontier had as many as 
those on the Western. a : 

In taking the ground he had done in relation to 
this bill, it must be recollected that he did not cal- 
culate on any further provision for the war in 
Florida, If they could not get along with the 
Seminoles without more troops, let them try the 
virtue of militia and volunteers. One thing was 
perfectly certain: we must keep the body of-west- 
ern Indians in awe, or we should have war just 
as surely as the sun would rise. As long as the 
Government kept the Indians there, they, must fur-. 
nish forts and soldiers to keep them in order. . This’ 
was necessary, also, to restrain evil minded whites, 
and to keep them’ from. intruding and. imposing 
on the Indians, A military force was as necessa“ 
ry to keep the whites off the Indians as the Indians 
off the whites. i : f 

What the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
had said about Indian-agents was, in general, true 
enough. But Mr. Y. knew of at least one bright 
exception, and that was the United States agent 
among the Choctaws. That gentleman had been 
on to this.city lately, and during his absence the 
Choctaws hadmet the Chickasaws, the Cherokees, 
and the Creeks in council, and were likely to unite 
with them in any hostile movement that might take 
place. f 
What he had asked. was less, he knew, than his 
people expected; but he should persuade: them to 
be content with it; at least, he should try. The 
Indians were two to one against them; and better ` 
armed than they. They would have, in the first 
place, to get their wives and children. across the 
Mississippi. This was the first thing a Western 
man cared about. And by the time that was done, 
the Indians would have possession both of Arkan- 
sas and Missouri. After that they would: face 
about and drive the Indians beyond’ the Rocky 
Mountains. But before it came to that, and. to 
prevent, if possible, the commencement-of hostili- 
ties, it was no more than a matter of sheer justice 
that the Government shonld send there a compe- 
tent military force, as he had every reason to De- 
lieve and hope they were disposed to afford. 


REMARKS OF MR. PRATT, 
Or New York, 

In the House o j Representatives, June 8, 1838-—On 
the bill providing for the removal-of the Trea-- 
sury building. a 
Mr. PRATT of New York, one of the Commi 

tee which reported the bill rosé, and’ said 

was altogether unused to publig speak 
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hoped that he might be allowed to claim. the ai- 
tention of the committee, while offering te them a 
few practical observations upon the subject under 
consideration. He was glad that the disctission 
had, thus far, been mainly carried on in a busines- 
like manner. This pleased him the more, that it 
strengthened him in the hope that his own una- 
dorned and plain mode of expressing his views 
would meet the indulgence of the committee. 

Mr. P. said that having been placed upon this 
Committee of Public Buildings, and the subject. of 
the fitness for its intended purposes of the new 
Treasury building having been brought to his at- 
tention, he had looked at the matter in the same 
practical manner in which he usually went abont his 
own affairs. Thus viewing the building, he had 
not been long in coming to the opinion that it was 
all wrong, both in the matter of taste, and in the 
matter of execution. It was at his request and 
suggestion that the committee had examined the 
buliding. personally; he believed it to be going 
wrong, and the examination had tended to confirm, 
not to confute that opinion. — At first the proposi- 
tion personally to inspect this building was not 
favored by the committee, although it had at last 
been acceded to. And here Mr. P. would take the 
occasion of paying a merited tribute to the single- 
ness of purpose and purity of motive, which dic- 
tated the course of the members of the committee, 
of both political. parties, in reference to this sub- 
ject, from first to last. He would particularly in- 
stance in this connection, the course pursued by the 
honorable chairman of that committee, [Mr. Lin- 
COLN,} in regard to the furnishing and repairs of 
the Executive mansion. He, as well as the hono- 
rable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mercer,] 
though a pelitical opponent, was as liberal and fair 
as any friend of the Administration could have de- 
sired. They had acted with the spirit of business 
men, and could honestly answer to the country, 
with the rest of the committee, that they had dis- 
eharged their duty faithfully and conscientiously- 


For himself, he had for years been practically: 


engaged in building; he could not avoid, there- 
fore, looking at the work submitted to his exami- 
nation in a practical point of view. He intended, 
in doing so, to do his duty, and to be useful, if 
possible, to the country, whose servant he was. 
He knew well the responsibility he assumed, and 
had not shrunk from it. He and the whole com- 
miltee had taken great pains to enable themselves 
to lay before the House: all the facts upon which 
the report which accompanied the bill under coh- 
sideration had been founded. kt was now the 
province of the House to judge for itself, as to the 
validity of the committee’s conclusions from those 
facts. The committee had counted the cost—they 
had come to the deliberate conciusion that the pub- 
lic money was being wasted on oe unlucky piece 
of work, and they had told the House that such 
was their opinion. 

Mr. P. then stated that the length of the Trea- 
sury .building, as it stands, is four hundred and 
fifty-six feet, the lower hall eight feet two and a 
half inches wide, and the upper hall nine feet. He 
assumed as a demonstrable fact, ‘that this was far 
too narrow. He compaired it with the hall of 
the new Patent Office, now in process. of erection, 
which he said was a little over one hundred feet in 
length, and fifteen in width. Nearly half the Trea- 
sury building, he stated, was so constructed-as to 
be under ground, which would have the inevitable 
effect of rendering thirty-seven, at least, of the 
rooms proposed to be made upon that floor, too 
dark and too damp for use. ; 


Mr. P. also contended that this building, which 
Congress had ordered to be built under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States, had not 
been executed according to the directions given by 
General Jackson; who had expressly supulated 
that the building should not interfere at all with 
the State Department; a building, nearly new, and 
which cost the country over $100,000. But by the 
plan of the architéct now engaged on this build- 
ng, it seems that this Departmentis to came down, 
atan admitted loss of some $90,000. This, Mr. P. 
could not but look upon as miserable economy in- 
deed: The new erection was now within three or 
four feet of the State Department; and, owing to the 


different heighths of the walls of the two buildings, 
it wasquite obvious that they could never be made 
to match. White and black could not differ more 
widely than the two from each other; and was this 
a specimen of workmanship and of taste for an 


American citizen to point out to the stranger who 


may visit the Capitol of his country? He thought 
not. 


Mr. P. then went into a series of statements -by © 


way of exposing some of the prominent imperfec- 
tions of the building; its entire want of adapta- 
tion to its purposes, the unfitness of the architect 
who. designed it, and the palpable necessity which 
existed for taking it down, as a malter of the best 
and most prudent economy. He took the state- 
ment of the architect himself, as contained in the 
National Intelligencer, in a communication signed 
M, and which was as follows: 

The architect’s estimate for completing _ 

the present building, under the con- 
$500,000 


struction, is - - - - 
Expense of simply grading the street, 
without including the cost of culvert 
underneath - - - - 2,500 
Total cost - - - 502,500 
Estimate for carrying out the. whole 
plan, as approved by the Executive, 
including the renewal of the State 
Department building, and construct- 
ing a corresponding building at the 
south end - - - - - 397,500 
Whole cost - - - 900,000 


And showed that, in 1837, this architect’s own 
estimates were not much more than half that sum. 
In commenting on this discrepancy, Mr. P. re- 
marked that he was compelled to say that this ar- 
chitect’s rule in building was like that adopted by a 
certain Irish journeyrnan he had heard of, who, 
as he could neither read nor write, dispensed with 
the draughts, and said he could work best by his 
eye! It seems to bè the maxim of this architect to 
“cut and try.” . l l 

In reply to some remarks of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Kem] who had addressed the 
committee on this bill, and in behalf of the archi- 
tect of the Treasury building, Mr. P. observed, 
that that gentleman’s estimate of the thickness of 
ihe walls, at 3 feet 3 inches, was entirely erroneous. 
He, Mr. P. had been told so before; and had taken 
the trouble to measure them for himself with the 
rule. Their thickness was only eighteen inches 
stone, filled inside with brick nine inches, making on- 
ly a thickness of two feetthree inches in all; and this 
for the walls of a building three stories, or forty- 
eight feet, high. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania,in his zeal to endorse the character, as an 
architect, of Mr. Mills, had stated, upon the autho- 
rity of the latter, what he, Mr. P. knew, from his 
own personal observation, to be inaccurate. He 
did not rest content with hearsay. His highest 
ambition, in making out his case, was to state 
facts. 

Mr. P. alluded also to some remarks which had 
fallen from the member from Arkansas, [Mr. YELL,] 
who had expressed the opinion that the present 
building was adequate to the purposes for which it 
was designed. He would ask that learned judge 
a simple question. How was light to be obtained 
in the lower story of the hall of that building, four 
hundred and fifty-six. feet long, eight feet wide, 
with both: ends closed; one-half of the story being 
under ground, and a high wali in front of the 
building, and ascending to. the next story; how 
could he obtain suficient light in such a hall, for 
the most necessary purposes for which light is re- 
quired? 

Mr. P. said that these walls should have been at 
least three feet and ‘six inches thick; that the iron 
bands are now precisely in the position where they 
are least useful, to wit: at the corners, and not at 
the ante, where, if at all, they should be. And he 
entered into a particular statement of the number 
of rooms, which it was a part of the plan to put 
into the building, many of which he demonstrated 
must be entirely unfit for use, by reason of the 
want of light, and the dampness. He also showed 
great errors in the calculations of the cost of exe- 


cating different parts of the work, and demonstrat-, 
ed the entire want of any thing like a. fixed plan. 
of proceeding, on the part of the architect, from 
first to last. He thought the duty ‘of the legi 
tive branch of the Government to. take the exéct 
tution of this and similar works into its own han 
believing as he did, that the duties.of the Execat 
wete already sufficiently onerous, without super- 
adding those of master builder of the public offices. 
The Legislature, he contended, should attend to 
thése matters itself, and carry them on, by appoint-. 
ments emanating from itself, of men in whom 
confidence could be placed, and who would be re- 
sponsible to Congress for the manner in which’ 
they did their duty. This would be the course, he 
said, that each man would pursue in his own case, 
not only in architecture, but in law, in commerce, 
and in every other department of life. 

This was the building of the nation, and it was 
not his. He had here strung out facts which he had 
ascertained by careful examination for the benefit 
of those concerned. It was proper to act as they 
saw fit, On them rested the responsibility. He ~ 
had shown them that their money was being use- 
lessly lavished, almost without any accountability 
on the part of those entrusted with its expenditure, 
and here Mr. P. remarked upon the meagre- 
ness and unsatisfactory character of the accounts 
rendered by the Commissioners of Publié Build- 
ings, who had put down a gross amouht of esti- 
mates, with a long string of dittoes, instead of.. 
giving particular statements of every item-of ex 
penditure. That was notthe way, he, [Mr Pratt] 
did his own business, and he was not inclined to. 
permit that of the country to be done in that loose 
and unsatisfactory manner. He certainly did not 
intend to impute any thing like default to that offi- 
cer; but what he wanted were the facts, that he- 
might be able to act understandingly. $ : 

In the inquiry ordered by the House, as a part of 
the duty of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
they had had the aid of experience and disin- 
terested architects from New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, and Vermont; not one of them sustained 
the views and statements of the architect of pub- 
lic buildings; and he, [Mr. Prart,] had already 
said enough in other portions of his remarks, to. 
convince the House that the statements of that ar- 
chitect had not always been: correct, or~consistent’ 
with themselves, in relation to. this subject. ~ He 
had deceived two Presidents: already, and was: 
seemingly disposed to lead the country into an èx- 
pense of some $3,000,000 to carry on this extrava- 
gant project of his; and should this be done? 
What was the proposed alternative? To cause 
the walls of this building to be taken down, and its’ 
materials used for the erection of the Post Office, 
and then to erect a substantial and economical 
Treasury Building, according to a feasible and rea“ 
sonable plan, as proposed in the bill under con- . 
sideration; and what would be the expense of taking. 
down and removing these walls? The following 
estimate, Mr. Pratt said, was made by Mr Mills, 
which could probably be relied on safely. ` 
lst. The present expenditures on this building 

amount to - - - $200,065 79: 
2d. The value of the materials and 

work when taken out, and removed 

to a place of safety, with those on 
the ground, are estimated at - 


97,800 00 


$102,265 79 


3d. The site being changed would 
render it unnecessary to regrade 
and pave 15th street, and construct 
a culvert under the same, estimat- 


ed at (which deduct)  - ~- 20,000 00 


$82,265 79 


Making the total estimated loss - 

4th. in the eventof removing the 
building, there will be no necessi- 
ty to take down, or alter the State .. 
Department building, which cost 
$100,000, and the saving -here 
which might properly be carried to 


- the credit of the account, would-be 80,000 00 
Leaving an actual loss of only - $2,265 79 


But, said Mr. P. I fear I am troubling the com- 
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mittee beyond their patience. 1 will relieve them. 
Iam no friend to long speeches; and what I dis- 
like in others, I will not myself inflict on them. I 
went into this inquiry, and into the discussion of 
the subject, in a practical way, as a business man. 
The building, which is the subject ef present con- 
sideration, is not mine, Mr. Chairman, but yours. 
It is for you to act as you please upon the advice 
which has now been given you. If you take it, 
well and good; if not, do not complain if you find, 
when too late, that it had been betier to follow it. 
The passage of this bill would save the country at 
least a half million of dollars. The building now 
erecting, if permitted to go on, would cost more, 
ere it is complete, than its erection thus far has 
cost. With these plain facts, stated thus plainly,[ 
leave the decision of the question to the House, 
where it properly belongs. 


a ican NORA. sath A 
PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIER. 


REMARKS OF MR. FULTON, 
Or ARKANSAS, - 

In Senate, June 13, 1838—On the bill to set apart a 
belt of land on the western borders of the States 
of Missouri. and Arkansas as bounty lands, to 
be granted to settlers engaged for a term of years 
„in defence of the frontier. 

Mr. Tat~mapae said he should like to hear the 
provisions of this bill explained; when 

Mr. FULTON arose, and said: 

Mnr. Presipent: The Senator from New York 
(Mr. Tatumapae] has only anticipated my inten- 
tion, in asking an explanation of the objects of the 
bill which has just been read to the Senate. The 
measure proposed by the bill is of too much im- 
portance to at least two States of this Union, not to 
enlist the deepest anxiety on the part of those who 
represent them on this floor, or to be submitted to 
the Senate without a zealous effort to satisfy every 
Senator that, in voting for the bill, he is not only 
supportiug a measure of great national importance, 
but also a measure calculated, in the most econo- 
mical manner, to give security and protection to 
our exposed southwestern frontier; a measure, sir, 
which, in all human probability, may be the means 
of preventing, at no distant day, that portion of our 
country from being deluged in blood. The report 
upon this subject of the Committee on Public 


Lands, has given the reasons which induced a | 


majority of that committee to sanction the measure; 
but, as the members of the Senate may not have 
felt the force of those reasons as sensibly ag those 
of us must do who are so deeply interested for the 
lives and property of our constituents, and who 
must necessarily regard with intense solicitude 
every measure calculaied, in any manner, to afford 
them protection, yet I cannot but indulge the hope 
that a further and fuller consideration of the sub- 
ject must lead the Senate to the adoption of similar 
conclusions with those which influenced the action 
of the committee in reporting the bill upon your 
table. F 

The bill contemplates the creation of a strong 
military force upon the western borders of Missouri 
and Arkansas, of suflicient strength, and in such a 
position, as, when united with sucha portion of the 
troops of the United States as the Government may 
ve able to assign to the defence of that frontier, 
will be capable of giving protection to the country, 
and, by forming a barrier against the sudden incur- 
sions of hostile Indians, (now concentrated upon 
that frontier in such numbers as renders them a 
most formidable foe,) will be the means of giving 


security to all the inhabitants of both those border | 


States. 

By the provisions of the bill, a belt cf land, two 
townships deep, commencing on Red river, and 
running across the States of Arkansas and Mis- 
souri to the Missouri river, within and bordering 
upon the western boundaries of those States, is to 
be set apart as bounty lands, to be granted in 
quarter sections to such persons as shall enrol 
themselves as volunteers 
organized and regularly Wained for military ser- 
vice, aud, each of whom shall go upon and setile 
the quarter section he shall select. Each setiler is 
to be registered, and. to be bound at all times to 


or militiamen, to be - 


take up arms in case of an apprehended or actual 


attack by the Indians upon the settlements, and to” 


continue in service as long as troops may be re- 
quired for the defence of the frontier. 
the interest of each settler to see that the companies 
and regiments are fully organized- agreeably to the 
provisions of the bill, and that he is regularly. exer- 
cised and instructed in military tactics, as the title 
to the land is made te depend upon the organizing 
and training of the settlers, and without which the 
right is forfeited. The bill requires that each set- 
tler shall select and occupy the quarter section he 
wishes to own, and shall cause himself to be regis- 
tered as the claimant of such quarter section; which 
registration will secure the possession, unless the 
same is forfeited by a failnre to comply strictly 
with the terms imposed by the provisions of the 
bill. These terms are, as already stated, either 
that the occupant shall unite himself with a volun- 
teer company, bound to serve upon the frontier for 
five years, or shall enrol himself in’ a militia com- 
pany for a like period of five years, and which 
company must belong to a regiment regularly 
organized and officered, and to be kept at all times 
prepared for action. These volunteer or militia 
troops are to be regularly trained to service, and to 
be subjected to such military duty as may be re- 
quired of them during the whole term of five years, 
even should it extend to constant service during 
the whole of that time; the right to the land to be 
forfeited if the same is not occupied for five years 
from the time of registration, or upon a refusal to 
do military duty at any time during that period. 
The fact that no title can be obtained except upon 
the certificate of the proper officer that the settler 
has strictly complied with all the requisitions of the 
bill, and has faithfully served his country for five 
years, creates a perfect security that the services 
will be rendered, and that the fullest consideration 
will be paid for the bounty of the Government. 
The object of the committee in limiting the 
quantity to be granted to each settler to one quar- 
ter section, was in order to increase the number of 
troops, and, at the same time, place them in such a 
convenient position to each other as would secure 
promptitude and certainty in bringing them imme- 
diately into the field of action. It was estimated 
that of the quantity of land included within the 
proposed limits, much more than one half of it 
would be unfit for cultivation; and, when it is con- 
sidered that the most valuable tracts are already 
sold and settled, jt is believed that within the belt 
of land proposed to be set apart by this bill, there 
would not be much over five thousand quarter sec- 
tions which would be likely to be settled under the 
provisions of the bill; so that, if the inducement 
should be found to be sufficient to produce the de- 
sirable object contemplated by the bill, the force 
which would be in this way obtained would not ex- 
ceed five thousand men, When it was considered 
that there are, or willbe in avery short period, 
about seventy-five thousand Indians of the various 
tribes callected together and settled so close to 
each other as to be able to embody a force of fifteen 
thousand warriors almost ata moment’s warning, 
all of whom have been removed from the east to 
the west of the Mississippi, and who have been, by 
the policy of the Government, concentrated imme- 
diately upon the borders of the State of Arkansas, 
many of whom, also, have been removed there under 
circumstances justifying the belief that they wiilavail 
themsely:s of the first favorable opportunity to 
gratify their thirst for blood by making inroads 
upon the frontier settlements, and against which 
a war of the most devastating description might be 
al this time most successfully prosecuted, it was 
considered by the committee that the additional 
force which this bill might be capable of affording, 
wouid be still necessary even if sugh an increase 
cf the army took place as would enable the Go- 
vernment to place upon that frontier from five to 
seven thousand regular troops. And when the 
great uncertainty of the increase of the army is 
taken into consideration, the importance of such a 
measure as the one proposed by the present bill 
becomes still more obvious. g 
Mr. President, this bill does net propose a mere 
donation to the settler, It is not intended to en- 
courage persons to seize upon the public lands, as 


It will be | 


he hardy pioneers of the. West have, as I .thinkr, 
most unjustly. been accused of’ having done... No, 
srr those who are to get the benefit of. this.mea- 
sure are required to render valuable. services to 
their country.. The policy of granting bounties in 
lands to those who risk their lives im. the public 
service, is as old as the Government. itself. . And 
-what service, I would ask, can be greater than that 
of voluntarily placing onesself in the very face of 
danger, as all must do who comply with the pro- 


‘visions of this bill? - What better troops, I would 


ask, could there be. than might be obtained in the 
manner proposed by the bill? 'Phese settlers would 
be called-on to defend their property, their families, 
and their lives. . They would go forth to battle, 
animated not only by a proper sense of the obliga- 


.tion which the service they have entered into im- 


poses, but also by the consciousness that the lives 
of others, near and dear to them, depend upon their 
valor. They would’ fight, not only from a sense 
of duty, but for their country, and their homes, and 
their firesides. In this way may a respectable and 
efficient force be permanently established upon the 
frontier, to maintain and supply which the Govern- 
ment will not be required to expend.a single cent, 
except when the meh are cailed into active ser- 
vice. Once established there, with the improve- 
ments and cultivation Which each. will be required 
to make to support himself for five years, their 
population will become fixed, and although all nay 
not always remain, yet the inhabitants will be so 
permanently established, by separate farms, that 
the number of occupants will be, most ‘probably, 
continued, and a dense settlement of citizen sol- 
diers will thus be secured, capable, almost within 
themselves, of giving security. to the frontier in all 
future times. 
It has been objected that a thick. settlement of 
our citizens close upon the Indian border, would 
be calculated to lead to difficulties with the In- 
dians. The best answer to this objection i deriv- 
ed from the experience of the past. ‘Fhe counties 
immediately bordering upon the Indian line, in the 
State of Arkansas, (and through which the Lelt 
of land now proposed to be set apart runs,) are the 
most populous counties of the State. A highly re- 
spectable, industrious, and enterprising people are 
now inhabiting this belt.of land, having purchased 
the land of the Government ata time: when,.they 
had no right to suppose they. were destined: to: be 
exposed to. all the horrors of the tomahawk. and 
scalping knife. These citizens of Arkansas have 
lived in the immediate neighborhood of the In- 
dians for many years. No intrusions upon the In- 
dian country have ever taken place; no depreda- 
tions have been committed; and the established 
boundary between our. citizens and the Indian 
tribes, has been as sacred!y respected as it wovld 
have been if it bag been defended by. a sufficient 
standing army to“enforce. respect. No, sir: our 
frontier inhabitants are as good and law-abiding a 
people as live. From such a population, no mat- 
ter how dense they may become, nor how close 
they may be to the border, no difficullies’ with the 
Indians need be apprehended from them. .. They 
have amongst them many hardy adventurers, who 
have endured the greatest privations in. reaching 
the country of their choice; but ihey are now gene- 
rally surrounded by all the comforts of life, and by 
a course of industry and prudence, have made 
themselyes independent. ‘They are a moral and 
exemplary people, and peace. and good order uni- 
versally prevails throughout those distant settle- 
ments. Relying upon each other for mutual pro- 
tection, they are bound together bythe strongest 
ties. No deeds of violence happen there. . The 
Government has placed them in lheir-present perii- 
ous situation, and they have a right- to expect from 
her the most ample proiection. : They are not wil- 
ling to believe that their country will abandon 
them to their fate, or leave them a prey to the mer- 
ciless savage, instigated to ‘deeds of blood. by 
imaginary. wrongs, and the bad counsels of wicked 
and vindictive spirits amongst them, And yet, sir, 
such is the state of alarm which prevails upon the 
frontier; so suspicious have been the moyements of 
the Indians; so many secret councils have recently 
been held; such have been the character | it 
threats; such their confidence in their 4 
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the knowledge of our weakness; and so universal 
is the belief there that a combined Indian attack 
will ere Jong be made upon ovr settlements; that 
if adequate protection is not immediately afforded, 
the country will either be abandoned, or such steps 
will be taken for the purpose of fortifying the 
country and placing it in a state of defence, as they 
may themselves be capable of, if they find that they 
have been abandoned to their fate by the National 
Government. Our people are brave, sir, and 
would make a determined stand if they could be 
embodied; but, separated as they are, and scattered 
over so wide a surface, an Indian force of many 
thousand warriors, such as they are now. capable 
of collecting instantly together, armed as they have 
been by our Government, and well supplied with 
ammunition, might deluge our'country with blood, 
and spread desolation over the whole border settle- 
ments, before a sufficient force could be embodied 
to stay the work of death. f 

The excitement which now prevails upon the 
frontier, from the belief that the powerful Indian 
tribes are rife for war, makes it the imperious duty 


of the Government to afford prompt and adequate, 
I trust, sir, I have satisfied the Senate > 


protection. 
that the measure now proposed will add materially 
to the defence of the country, and would form a 
solid barrier against the incursions of a merciless 
and exterminating savage fee. 

I feel it to be my ‘duty to state to the Senate and 
to the country, that the inhabitants of Missouri and 
Arkansas are at this moment in a most critical 
situation. The lives of all sexes and conditions 
are in jeopardy. They are now looking with in- 
tense anxiety to the action of Congress. Nothing 
has yet been done. Will you, after having forced 
upon them such terrible neighbors, refuse them 
that protection which humanity demands? I am 
satisfied it will not be refused. By the proposed 
measure, the services of an efficient and considera- 
ble force will be secured for five years, at the rate 
of $200 for each soldier. It is true, they may not 
be required, even during the whole of that period, to 
go to the field of battle; but they will be at all times 
. in the face of danger, and fully prepared for action. 
I feel the utmost confidence that a body of troops 
thus collected together, may be certainly relied 
upon, and that they will bravely and nobly defend 
the land they have upon such terms chosen as their 
homes. If the country proposed to be thus occu- 
pied, was an uninhabited wilderness, then indeed, 
perhaps, some might fear that such a measure 
might cause it to be filled up with a dangerous and 
lawless population. Settled, however, as this coun- 
try already is, by an honorable, high-minded, and 
virtuous people, amongst whom desperate and bad 
men would not be permitted to remain, the vacant 
lands must necessarily be occupied by such a de- 
scription of people as will promote the prosperity, 
as well as add to the defence, of the country. 

In an economical point of view, no defence 
could be cheaper than that which is proposed by 
the bill under consideration. It is true, it would 
not do to be alone relied upon; but if a dense settle- 
ment is presented to the Indians all along the line, 
trained to the use of arms, and so organized as to 
be capable of taking the field in considerable force 
at the shortest notice, such would be their con- 
sciousness of our military strength, and our ability 
to defend ourselves, as must necessarily force them 
to remain at peace, or at least to hesitate long be- 
fore they would consent to make war upon such a 
settlement. Powerful, however, as are the Indian 
tribes immediately upon our border, and relieved, 
as they now are, from all apprehensions of attack 
from the Indians of the prairies, and since the 
policy has been adopted of making peace between 
the wild Indians and those who are somewhat 
civilized, the necessity for maintaining a sufficient 
number of regular troops, not only to preserve 
peace amongst the Indians themselves, but also to 
deter them from all attempts towards uniting toge- 
ther, and making common cause against the fron- 
tier States, is most strikingly manifested. Indeed, 
sir, it is the duty of this Government to place the 
frontier in the most perfect state of defence. Ex- 
perience has proved to us that whenever the In- 
dians become desperate, even the fear of extermi- 
nation will not prevent them from madly rushing 


upon death, and forcing upon us the necessity of 
destroying them, as the only mode by which they 
can be prevented from perpetrating the most despe- 
rate deeds of blood. It is also true, that no matter 
how war may come upon us, the certain conse- 
quence always will be, that then at least we must 
expect an Indian war to break out’ We can- 
not hope to escape from war altogether; and there- 
fore,a large force will be constantly required to 
keep the Indians in check. Ifa sufficient force 
could have been sent to Florida at the time the In- 
dians began first to manifest a hostile spirit, what 
a vast expenditure of blood and treasure would 
have been saved to the nation? So long as there 
are indications of hostility manifested by the In- 
dians, or a remote prospect of a foreign war exists, 
the only means of preserving peace will be to place 
our exposed frontier in such a state of defence, as 
will be calenlated to give ample protection to the 
people. 

Some objection may be made to the quantity of 
land proposed to be set apart for military purposes 
by this bill. But, sir, that portion of it now unoc- 
cupied,-and capable of yielding a support, is not 
considerable. The quantity of land proposed to 
be set apart is only two townships in depth; not 
wider than is necessary to create a barrier over 
which an invader cannot pass. The belt com- 
mences on Red river; and, as the greater portion 
of the country between Red river and the Arkan- 
sas is exceedingly broken and sterile, only a small 
portion in that section of the State, within the pro- 
posed limits, will be settled upon on the terms of- 
fered. That section between the Arkansas river 
and the Missouri line, is capable of supporting a 
dense population; and such fearless and enterpris- 
ing men as will risk their lives, and those of their 
families, there at this time, and who desire to live 
by field labor, may procure homes in between those 
limits, if disposed to avail themselves of the terms 
offered. But as already much of this land has 
been purchased. from the United States, the re- 
mainder will not be sufficient to afford settlements 
for a larger number of persons than the defence 
of the country demands. The same remark ap- 
plies, I presume, to the country between. the line 
of the State of Missouri and the Missouri river. 
This is the extent to which the bounty settlement is 
contemplated to extend. That portion of the State 
of Missouri bordering on the Missouri river is con- 
sidered not to be in danger, or so much exposed to 
Indian aggression. 

The policy of all other Governments has been 
to grant lands with a view to encourage their set- 
tlement and cultivation. Our country having set- 
tled so rapidly, many of our statesmen have become 
opposed to the wide-spread extension of our popu- 
lation. Their policy is to adopt measures to en- 
rich the nation from the sales of the public lands. 
No measure, therefore, having for its object only 
he settlement of the country, could hope to find 
avor at this time with Congress. But as the pre- 
ent measure proposes the grant of lands already 
culled over, and in consideration for perils and ser- 
vices to be rendered upon a national object of the 
first magnitude and importance, and in the de- 
fence of a portion of the country, to pretect which 
the Government has, by its own action, imposed 
upon itself an obligation of the highest and most 
binding character, and to neglect which would be a 
breach of faith, which would not only be disgrace- 
fal, but would also involve her in a most bloody 
and exterminating war—it does seem to me that 
the bill before us cannot fail to find favor in the 
breasts of Senators. 

The proposed measure will create a considera- 
ble force, answering nearly every purpose of a cor- 
responding amount of regular troops, and without 
subjecting the Government to any of the expenses, 
or giving rise to any of the apprehensions which 
standing armies are calculated to produce. 

I trust the Senate is satisfied that there is an ur- 
gent necessity for a large increase of force upon 
the southwestern frontier. It is not my purpose to 
urge this or any other measure, by an attempt to 
create unnecessary alarm. Itis known toallthat a 
vast number of Indians have been congregated 
upon the frontier. It is also known that they have 


been instructed in the use of the rifle, and that we | 


have put the very best description of that weapon 
into their hands. -Jt is known that great dissatisfac- 
tion and loud complaints. have been poured out 
against the Government by the inhabitants of the . 
frontier, forhaving manifested so little concern, as 
they think, for the perilous situation in’ whieh théy 
have been placed by thegpolicy of the Government. 


They tell their representatives not. to“ cease: their. < 


efforts until they succeed in rousing every depart- : 
ment of the Government to a proper sense of ‘the. 
danger to which they are exposed. They say it. 
will not do to compare their situation with that: of 
the early settlers of Kentucky and Tennessee: 
Those settlers had to contend with (comparatively 
speaking) but a handful of Indian warriors, and 
those, too, not armed with the deadly rifle. They, 
too, went prepared to fight for the country they set- 
tledin. They spilt their blood freely, and held the 
land at an immense sacrifice of life, and by suffer- 
ings, at the niention of which all our sympathies 
are awakened. This Government has no right to 
place the citizens of Arkansas and Missouri in a 
similar situation. The people of those States have 
done no act which should involve them in an In- 
dian war, and particularly such a one as may now 
be waged against them. It is against the whole- 
people of the United States that the Indians are dis- 
posed to make war, and it-is, therefore, the duty of 
the Government to see that our citizens are not left 
to suffer alone. Itrust, sir, that every measure” of’ 
defence will be promptly taken by. the Government; 
and I hope that the measure -proposed by the bill 
under consideration may be speedily adopted. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 
SPEECH OF MR. TOUCEY, 


Or CONNECTICUT, 
In the House of Representatives, June 23, 1838—I 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the biil for the establishment of an 
Independent Treasury. 
Mr. TOUCEY rose and said: 
_ I regret, sir, that this measure has not been . 
broaght into discussion in this House at an ear- 
lier period. of the session. The bill from the 


‘Senate on the same subject was laid upon the 


table, without discussion, by a silent vote; and this 
great measure, the.deliverance of: ihe Government - 
of the American people from abject and dan- 
gerous dependence upon the banks, and the esta- 
blishment of an Independent Treasury in pursu- 
ance of the plain principles of the Constitution—a 
measure, fraught with immense interest to the coun- 
try, and destined to influence permanently, as well 
as deeply, the welfare of this great nation—has not, 
until this late period, been made the subject of de- 
bate and deliberation in the House of Representa- 
tives. I approach it now under a strong sense of 
my responsibility to a most enlightened constitu- 
ency, and to the American people; and I shall en- 
deavor to discharge my duty under the guidance of 
truth and reason, and in entire forgetfulness of 
every consideration not connected with the best in- 
terests of the country. ; 

This measure has already taken efect, practi- 
cally, by force of existing laws, and was brought 
about by the suspension of specie payments on the 
part of the banks. It is no longer a question 
whether the separation shall take place, but whether 
a new union shall be formed with them, after they 
have separated themselves from the Government; 
have entirely failed. to perform their engagements 
in the most essential particulars; have, in the midst 
of a long and prosperous peace, inflicted upon the 


‘country a multitude of depreciated currencies, and 


when the whole system has fallen prostrate under 
the weight of its own excesses. I am against are- 
union, and I propose to state the reasons for my 
opinion. 

We are still in the midst of -one of the greatest 
calamities which can befall a people, because 
it reaches every individual iw. the country. No 
one so humble, no one so exalted, as not to taste 
its bitter fruits. In the downward progress to it, 
and in the convulsive struggle to return and escape 
from it, the value of every man’s property is un- 
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settled, every contract is changed, and every hu- 
„män being in the land is visited with injustice, fraud, 
and robbery, under the forms of Jaw. It is the 
most stupendous iniquity which can be practiced, 
and prevail in a civilized community, without in- 
volving it at once in all the horrors of insurrection 
and bloodshed. 

Such a calamity, so extensive, and all-pervading, 
eannot exist without a plain, palpable, adequate 
eause. Whatisit? If the Government has done 
the mischief, if the agents of the people have 
brought it upon us, let them be held responsible 
for it, and let the indignation of the whole country 
pursue them to the uttermost. But if, on the other 
hand, it has been brought upon us by the agents of 
another power, which has sprung up as it were by 
stealth, and grown upon us unawares, into perfect 
organization, and the most gigantic dimensions; 
which has a foothold in every part of this broad 
land, already rises higher than the Republic, can mas- 
ter the Government itself,and dictate law to the States 
and the people—the law of necessity which must 
be obeyed—if this great overshadowing, organized, 
moneyed power exists among us, and has brought 
this calamity upon the country by its own irregu- 
larities or abuses, then, sir, let ushold it responsible 
for the mischief, acquit the Government of the 
charge, and let us provide guarantees for the future. 

What was the cause. of this calamity—the 
cause of causes; the cause of the many conspiring 
agencies, which contributed to produce it? What 
was the true, real, radical, vital canse, from which 
this mighty mischief sprung into existence ? 

Will any one deny that the immediate, efficient 
cause was the undue expansion of the currency by 
an excess of paper money? The fact is most cer- 
tain; established by indubitable evidence, and ac- 
knowledged on all sides; that the actual currency of 
this country, at the commencement of. the past 
year, was incomparably greater than at any for- 
mer period. In the year 1830, the whole currency 
of bank paper was but. sixty-one millions; in the 
beginning: of 1837, itwas one hundred and fifty 


millions, and was estimated by some of very high. 


authority, to be one hundred and eighty-five mil- 
lions. Thus the actual currency of the country, 
in that short period, suddenly, violently, in subver- 
sion of every priticiple of political science, of every 
maxim of political wisdom, had been augmented 
nearly threefold. 

What was the wnavoiduble consequence of this 
incredible augmentation of the currency? For, al- 
though the results of a very considerable expansion 
may be overcome, without producing overwhelm- 
ing calamities, yet, when it proceeds beyond cer- 
tain bounds, an earthquake or a tempest is not less 
under the dominion of man, or its effects less ine- 
vitable or less disastrous. A great enlargement of 
the currency, beyond all due bounds, is necessarily 
followed always by a great and rapid increase of 
prices, (without an increase of value,) an irrepres- 
sible spirit of trade and speculation, an inundation 
of foreign goods, an accumulation of foreign debt, 
a heavy drain of specie, aviolent pressure upon the 
banks; and when the drain of specie is so great, 
and so long continued, that the banks are unable to 
meet it with the specie fund which they have on 
hand, why, of course, every body knows they must 
suspend their payments, that is, in geld and silver, 
the only currency which will go abroad. 

This expansion of the paper currency, this in- 
crease of prices, this spirit of speculation, this flood 
of foreign goods, this foreign debt, this heavy 
drain ef specie, and this pressure upon the banks, 
and their suspension, we have witnessed in regular 
succession; the over-banking, over-trading, and 
excessive speculation have passed under the eyes 
of every one; and the deplorable consequences, 
the prostration of credit, of business, and of the 
banking institutions of. the country, so severely 
felt in the embarrassments and bankruptcies of so 
many thousands—I had almost said millions—and: 
the curse of so many depreciated, inconvertible 
paper currencies, will not soon be forgotten by the 
men of the present generation. 

Who were the authors of this mischief? Who 
put forth this excess of paper money? Who pro- 
duced this expansion of the.currency by this excess 
o£: paper. money, and.thus became responsible: for 
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the consequences’ which necessarily ensued? Was 
it the banks, or was it the Federal Government? 


Was it the banks, which have been clothed, by | 
the-several States, with the high sovereign power - 


of farnishing the entire paper currency of “the 
country ; or was it the Federal Government, whieh 


neither has, nor exercises, any such power? By- 


what arts of sophistry shall the responsibility, be 
transferred from the exclusive authors of paper 
money, whe have issued it in boundless excess, to 
others, who have issued none, but have striven to 
increase the currency of hard money? . 

The answer is given by the banks? We have 
done it; we have put forth such an excess of. paper 
currency that we have not been able to redeem it; 
but you have destroyed the great regulator by 
which we were checked; you have refused to re- 
charter a National Bank, by which we should have 
been restrained from these excesses; and we have 
run riot, and you are responsible. $ 

The advocates of a National Bank have always 
insisted on its indispensable necessity, or, at least, 
its great utility, as a regulator of the currency. 
This is the great argument for such an institution, 
urged by its triends, and they deem it unanswera- 
ble and irresistible. From 1830 to 1836, we had 


such a bank. What was its course? Did it regu- | 


late the currency? Did it hold the State banks in 
check, and confine them within. proper limits? 
Did it prevent, or even impede, the enormous ex- 
pansion of the currency, which has proved’ so 
disastrous? Far from it. On the contrary, it was 
precisely the worst conducted institution in the 
country, the most irregular in its action, the great- 
est disturber of the currency, the most’ vicieus in 
its influence, the most powerful for evil, and most 
mmediately and directly efficient in ‘producing the 
present disasters. Let facts- speak} ‘let history 
speak; let the records of the Bank tell its own tale. 
In 1830, its. issues were fifteen millions and its 
loans forty millions; in May, 1832,- during the 
struggle for the succession to the Presidency of that 
year, it had increased its issues to twenty-six mil- 
lions, and its loans to seventy millions. In this 
then unprecedented career of expansion jt was, of 
course, followed by the whole train of State banks. 
Suddenly taking an opposite direction, it forced the 
whole army of State banks to contract; and in No- 
vember, 1834, its issues were down to fifteen mil: 
lions and its loans te forty-five millions, Suddenly 
again veering about, it set off with redoubled speed 
and vigor in astill wilder and more disastrous career 
of expansion; and on the Ist of July, 1835, in the 
brief period of eight months, it had expanded its 
issues from fifteen to twenty-five millions, and its 
loans from forty-five to sixty-five millions; and, if 
the State banks were guilty of an equal expansion, 
that memorable period of eight moths deluged the 
country with more than fifty millions of currency, 
and more than one hundred millions of bank loans, 
beyond what existed at the commencement of it. 

It was impossible that this sudden and vast in- 
crease of the eurrency (to pass-over that of 1832) 
should not have broken up the settled course of all 
business, disturbed the prices of all property, and 
roused and maddened the spirit of speculation, al- 
ready rife, to tenfold fierceness. We find, there- 
fore, that immediately after the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, then acting under a charter granted by 
Congress, began this expansion, immediately after 
the termination of the ever-memorable session of 
panic and consternation, the sales of the public 
lands began to increase, and rose to five millions 
in the very year 1834, to fifteen millions in 1835, 
and to twenty-five millions in 1836. At the same 
time our imports began to increase, and rose to 
one hundred and: twenty-six millions in 1834, to 
one hundred and fifty millions in 1835, and to one 
hundred atid ninety millions in 1936. At the same 
time, so profitable was the business of banking, and 
so great was the employmentof banks,that bank cap- 
ital increased from two hundred millions, in 1834, 
to two hundred and thirty-one millions in 1835, 
to two hundred and fifty-one millions in 1836, and 
tothree hundred and twenty-three millions in 1837. 
From 1834 to 1837, bank’ capital increased more 
than one hundred and twenty millions, bank loans 


more than two hundred and fifty. millions, and the 
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The’ Bank of the United States, the ‘boasted tegu- 
lator of the currency, the vaunted controller of the 
State banks, was the first'to start off “in this mad 
career of expansion, of over-banking, over trading, 
‘and exorbitant speculation, and pushed on at the 
top of its speed, under whip and spur, followed by 
the rest in close,pursuit, until the whole” troop, ex- 
hausted, fell prostrate, and all who. were’ borne 
along by them were brought to the: dust. Such 
was. the forlorn'and wretched condition of the cur- 
rency (inflated, false, and hollow, ready to explode. 
at_the’slightest shock,) which the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States bequeathed’ to the country as the fruits 
of twenty years’ salutary influence: and: beneficent 
operation! ai , 
~ Such was the action of the banks. -Furnishing 
the entire paper currency of thé country, they in- 
creased it to such an extent, under the lead of the 
Bank of the United States, that its immense expan- 
sion produced, Ist, a great and rapid advance of 


‘prices, with its usual concomitant, an exorbitant 


spirit of trade and speculation; 2d, a vast influx of 
foreign goods, with its usual attendant, an immense 
foreign debt; 3d, a heavy drain of gold and silver, 
and a tremendous pressure upon the banks, (which 
were out at sea, upon the top of the highest billow, 


‘with every sail anfurled;) and, lastly, a disruption 


and separation of the metallic and paper curren- 
cies. This is the ordinary and natural course of 
things. The uncontrollable laws of trade require 
it. It could not be otherwise, where the expansion 
had been enormous, and had long operated, with 
little to resist its powerful agency. The laws of 
trade must be repealed, and the course of human af- 
fairs must be entirély reversed, or the light ot’ ex- 
perience will always, and every where, disclose 
such results. ik 

These enormous expansions, followed of course 
by corresponding contractions, are the great prac- 
tical evils of the American banking system, whose 
radical vice is, that this propensity to periodical 
expansions is the Jaw of its nature, under its exist- 
ing organization. It would be difficult to devise 
a system, which would have a more powerful and - 
necessary tendency in that direction. ~The inte- 
rests of the banks and the interests of those who 
deal with them, the large. dividends on the one 
side, and the large accommodations and ample pro- 
fits on the other, combine perpetually to produc 
these expansions and. explosions of the currency. 
The profits of banking, and the profits of trade and 
speculation, go hand in hand, increasing together, 
and by the same operations. Most men want 
money, because it tan be profitably employed. 
The banks can manufacture it to'any extent, and 
send it forth in any quantities, because they are 
not in truth called upon to redeem it. . There is 
absolutely no demand for. the precious metals, no 
necessity of redeeming their paper, no necessity of 
keeping any sum beyond the merest pittance of 
gold and silver in-their vaults, while the expansion 
is in progress, and of course the bubble may be 
blown indefinitely. At last, in the midst of the 
most largely extended business, and the most 
highly excited hopes, an adverse balance . of trade, 
a foreign movement upon American securities, 
calls for the gold and silver in the banks, and the 
whole scene is changed in an instant; the bubble 
bursts, and ruin and desolation stalk through the ` 
land, claiming half the -community for their 
victims! i PE 

Having thus stated the direct and obvious cause 
of the present derangement of the currency and 
business of the country, it becomes an inquiry of 
the gravest import, whether any. remedy can be 
applied, which, though it may notentirely remove, 
may yet greatly repress, and hold in check, this 
vicious propensity of our moneyed institutions, and 
how far the Government has ministered, or can 
minister, by its operations, to the same important 
object; important alike to those institutions, to all 
who are particularly interested in them, and to the 
whole community. ; 
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liberties of the people, and the unequivocal and're- 

ated expression of the public will’ against it, I 
shall confine myself to the only view appropriate in 
this connection, the influence of such an institution 
upon what I have denominated the radical vice of 
the American banking sysiem—its propensity to 
expansion and explosion. ` 

{ have already anticipated this view, by a narra- 
tive of facts and experience, which ‘render -theory 
and speculation of little moment. 
precisely this institution, at a period most favorable 
for the exertion of a corrective agency, first and 
foremost to stimulate the currency and trade of the 
country to the brink of destruction; opening the 
floodgates when they should be shut, and shutting 
them when they should be open; without the skill 
to discover, without the ability to correct the evil, 
or without the disposition to do so, unless it-may 
have the Government and the country under its 
heels. -7 0, f 

But why should we expect that a National 
Bank, even if it were not an instrument of partisan 
warfare, or an element of political power, would 
furnish an adequate check upon these expansions 
of the currency? From its very nature, it is essen- 
tially the same, in: the laws of its existence, 
with all other banks. It is immaterial in what 
city of this Union its directory may reside, 
or under what name they may act. Subject 
to the same general influences, and operated upon 
by the same powerful and universal causes, it would 
inevitably itself take the-same downward course. 
Borne along upon the same tide with-all other 
banks, it would equally, with them, be incapable 
of offering resistance. The same interests of the 
Bank on the one hand, and the same interests of 
those who dealt with it on the other, would be in 
incessant operation, in perpetual conspiracy, for 
ever leading to the same end—the expansion of the 
business and profits of both.. We have yet to see 
men, in'the conduct of a moneyed institution, orga- 
nized for.purposes of profit, act invariably, and at 
all times, in direet opposition-to motives of ‘pecu- 
niary. interèst, to, the urgent. solicitations of confid- 
ing-and dependant friends, and’ 16. the importunate 
demands of an excited. community. A National 
Bank might, at times, check a solitary irregularity 
here and there, but it would only inflame and ag- 
gravate those general disorders of which we are 
speaking; would only perpetuate those general 
abuses which we are deprecaling; would only aug- 
ment the power of. expansion, and that fatal ten- 
dency of the system to revulsion, which we desire 
to counteract and resist.. The history -of the past, 
to which I have alluded, drawn from the records of 
a National Bank, fully illustrates and establishes 
these positions, not as theory, but as actual, attested 
experience, ; 

. It is beyond the utmost power of human legisla- 
tion to remove, in any great degree, this deep-root- 
ed evil—an- undue increase of the representative 
part.of the currency over the real money represent- 
ed by it—without diminishing the one, and increas- 
ing the other; without substituting a metallic cur- 
rency for some portion of the paper currency, and 
enlarging the amount. of gold and:silver to be kept 
in the banks as a basis for the remainder. We 
have:-too. little hard money in use, because the Go- 
vernment had discarded it, and because all the 
channels of circulation are filled with paper money 
of larger or smaller denominations, which dispenses 
with it; and we have too little in the banks, be- 
cause year after year the fund which lies there is 
not called for, is therefore. encroached upon from 


time to time, and not kept up; and, finally, in the’ 


ordinary course of affairs, is not deemed necessary. 
These two evils, so prevalent in times past, are the 
very elements of an undue expansion of'a paper 
currency. < Hi ; 
‘The policy of the Administration of the Federal 
Government,and of its friends generally, has been to 
reform these evils, and the abuses connected with 
them. :In the first place we enlarged the mint, 
and increased the coinage. In a very short pe- 
riod. we. coined more gold than had been coined 
from the foundation of the Government. In the 
next place, we established a new ‘valuation of the 
gold:coin, Before that, there was practically a 
premium for exporting it, in consequence of its 


k- 


- country as fast as it was coined. 


We have seen . 
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low valuation; and it went immediately out df the 
Now it remains 
in the country. In the third place, in the several 
States where our friends had the control, they pro- 


hibited the use of small bills, as had been done in 
- France and England, and supplied their place with 


hard money. By these measurés, we increased the 
gold and silver in actual circulation among the 
people of the United States, from four millions in 
1834 to thirty millions-of dollars in 1837; and we 
increased the gold and silver in the banks from 
twenty-four millions, in 1834, to forty-five millions 
of dollars, in 1837.. In three or four years, we 
added forty-seven millionsof dollars to our stock 
of gold ‘and silver in the country. The States, it 
is trie, where the Opposition have had the control, 
have to some extent counteracted this policy, by 
flooding the country with small bills, which, 
as far.as they prevail, expel the gold and silver; 
and the banks by suspending specie payments ob- 
tained “a temporary victory over our policy, by 
shutting up the specie in their vaults; and by arresting 
the circulation of it as long as their depreciated 
paper shall continue to circulate. The great result 
of this policy, however, still remains, and gold and 
silver is even now so abundant in the country, 
though locked up, that the banks are able to re- 
sume their payments; which otherwise would not 
have been the case. Let them resume, as they can 
and ought to do, and the auspicious results antici- 
pated from this policy will be signally manifest to 
every body, when the measure of suppressing 
small bills shall have been carried into full effect. 
In the first place, there will be an abundance of 
gold and silver in circulation for the ordinary trans- 
actions of the great mass of the people. In the 
next place, this abundance in ‘circulation will fur- 
nish a ready supply to the banks. At the same time 
the greater amount in their vauits and at their com- 
mand, will enable them at all times more surely 
to redeem their bills and sustain their payments, in 
the only money recognised by law. These results, 
so much ‘desired by all, will, whem once accom- 
plished, be permanently accomplished, and enjoyed 
without interruption, if the banks can only be com- 
pelled, or induced, to preserve’ themselves. in™ that 


- condition, which will enable them’ to sustain their 
payments; a condition so much more easy. to þe 


maintained in consequence of these very results. 
Bat, sir, that condition the banks will not main- 
tain, unless there shall be a uniform, steady, unre- 
mitted and persevering demand upon the specie in 
their vaults, which will compel them to keep an 
adequate supply. They are too much disposed, 


from motives of immediate profit, to reduce that 


supply too low. This is a matter of the utmost 
importance. The whole paper circulation of the 
country depends upon it for its solidity, for its 
convertibility, for its equality with the real money 
it represents, for its character as money, for its 
hold upon the confidence of the community, for 
its ability to withstand the first shock from any 
vicissitude in trade, the first pressure from any 
cause at home or abroad; and when we reflect 
that if this fund, aided by an abundant specie cir- 
culation, is unequal to the task of sustaming the 
payments of the banks, the whole paper circula- 
tion of one hundred and fifty millions is depre- 
ciated in a moment, the whole people of the coun- 
try are plundered of fifteen millions at the first onset, 
and all the evils of brekeu faith, prostrate credit, 
and depreciated currencies, are fastened upon us 
by the-failure, fam confident that no one willaccuse 
me of overstating the importance of this supply of 
specie in the vaults of banks, of setting additional 
gaards over it, and rendering its withdrawal more 
difficult, if not impracticable. 

The policy of coming ultimately, but gradu- 
ally and surely to the use of coin chiefly in the fis- 
cal operations of this Government is, in part, to fill 
another great channel of circulation (not in the con- 
trol of any State) with gold and silver; and also to 
fill the banks with a larger supply by creating a 
uniform, steady demand upon them to a reasonable 
extent. . The only effect upon the banks will be to 
check them, as was done by the late Bank of the 
United States, to require them to keep a larger sup- 
ply of the precious metals, te prevent them from 


doing too mueh business upon too little capital, to _ 


ply not inconsistent with a reasonable profit; 
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constrain ihem in a degree to keep within safer limits, 

to guard the public in some measure against those 

dangerous. expansions. which are. always followed 
by disastrous consequences, to prevent: the growth 
of those enormous excerscences upon -the body 
politic, which absorb the yital juices. and:induee 
the most terrible maladies. This sound and healthy 
circulation of the precious metals, the banks; if: they 
are not too. overgrasping, will easily supply. a 
sustain. It requires only an inerease of their sup-, 


will go out of their vaults and- returna again, and 


the process will be gradual, constant and steady. It 


will not go out of the country, and when exchange 
1s against us, and there isa demand for the. precious | 
metals for exportation, it will not diminish ‘the 
ability of the banks to meet that demand. : 
This is the great power of regulating the cur- 
rency conferred by the Constitution: to coin money, 
to regulate its value, and use it in the fiscal opera- 
tions of this Government.. It is not a doubtful: 
power, obtained by forced constructions. - It. is- a 
clear and express grant; and if exercised: in- the 
mode proposed, it will hold the banks in check; re- 
strain their improvident issues, keep them-within 
safe bounds, or at least have a most powerful ten- 
dency to do so,.by a reasonable, constant, steady, 
unremitting, all-pervading operation, which the 
banks now affeet to dread so much, and for no rea- 
son whatever, except that ii will require at all times 
a broader specie basis to be „kept: perpetually in their 
vaulis; the very thing which the whole community 
so much desire, which the ‘immense interests, in- 
volved in our vastly extended paper currency im- 
peratively demand, and which cannot be dispensed 
with without essentially compromising periodically, 
at short intervals, the substantial prosperity of the 
country. bas noe 
Such will be the effect of the return of this Go- 
vernment, not suddenly, but gradually, by sure . 
and cautious steps, to the use of its own money in 
its fiscal operations. It must be obvious that it 
will not destroy or prejudice a safe, well regulated 
credit system; on the other hand, it will strengthen 
it where it ought to be strengthened; will reform it 
where it needs reformation; and will only lop off 
abuses. Cae . 
Instead of overthrowing it, it will give it a sound 
and healthful existence. . Ihave, sir, both here and 
elsewhere, listened to much unmeaning and some 
gorgeous declamation upon the. splendid resulis 
of the credit system; as if we were indebted, 
not to our liberty, our free Government, our equal 
laws, our untiring industry, to the overflowing cup 
of Heaven’s bounty in thisnew world,. for our vast 
and astonishing progress in wealth and power, but 
to monopolies and exclusive privileges granted to 
a few favored individuals; as if the. very vices, đe- 
formities, and distempers, which. grew out of an, 
excess of health, were the parent:of it; as if the 
very evils generated in the hot bed of our prosper-. 
ity, were the very cause aud foundation of that- 
prosperity.. Sir, I deny that the return to the con- 
stilutional currency in the pecuniary. transactions 
of this Government will injure a just credit. system 
atall. If there be any force in the considerations. 
which I have urged, they show that it will have 
exactly the contrary effect, by giving to that system . 
greater stability and a more equable operation; by 
enlarging its solid basis and repressing and pre- 
venting, in some measure, expansions on the one 
hand and contractions on the other; and by guard~ 
ing against those terrible vicissitudes, in which the 
trade, commerce, currency, and eredit of the coun- 
try are so often overthrown, ` 
The policy of the: Administration has been di- 
rected exclusively tothe improvement of the cut- 
rency, by increasing thesolid part of it, and check- 
ing these expansions. se 
Even the tendency of the far famed Specie Cir- 
cular was merely to check the banks in some small 
degree, as the friends of a National Bank insist 
would be done by such an institution. It carried 
no specie outof the country; it. merely removed a 
portion to the interior. It created a demand upon 
the Atlantic banks, which in some measure check- 
ed and limited that expansion, which, in the event, 
has been so destructive. It perhaps prevented. the 
fever from rising to a fatal height. It perhaps ac 
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celerated a little the final winding up, which could 
not have failed to be worse, the longer it was des 
layed. At all events, it did not imereasé the ex- 
pansion; it did not increase the amount of foreign 
or domestic debt; it did not inflame the universal 
madness, which seemed to reign triumphant it ali 
classes of adventurous men} it did check, in some 
measure, the career of infuriate speculation, and 
arrest, in part, the progress ef those evils which 
were then threatening the business and eurrency 
oï the country with overthrow: 

I say then, sir, that the Bank of the United 
States, chartered by Congress, in conjunction with 
the State banks, brought upon the country the ca- 
lamity under which we are now suffering, while 
the policy of the Government has been directed to our 
permanent relief from similar calamitiés in all time 
to come. And it is notorious that the same Bank, 
under the same control, tonducied by the same 
hand, but acting under a charter granted by a sin 
gle State, has taken the principal lead in preVent- 
ing an early return to a better state of things, and 
ïs now the chief obstacle in the way. 

Such has been the policy of the Administration; 
such has been its course. Is there any thing in the 
present condition of : the cotintry which should in- 
duce it to change its ground? T have already ob- 
served that this policy has been partially and tem- 
porarily arrested. The circulation of small bills, 
under the authority of certain States, was at war 
with this policy; the immense expansion of the 
banks, by which the paper money was increased so 
much more rapidly than the precious metals, was 
still more at war with it; and the suspension of 
specie payments has crowned with partial success 
the efforts of the Opposition to thwart this policy 
of the General Government, and of those State 
Governments which have co-operated with it. 

it is to this suspension of payments, on the part 
of the banks, that we are almost entirely indebted 
for this temporary defeat.. This is the only reason 
why the metallic ‘currency has disappeared, and 
why the country is overrun with. depreciated 
paper, Let the banks resume, and. the evil is at 
anend. It is their duty to do so. It is equally 
their legal and their moral duty to resume their 
payments, to perform their promises, to comply 
with their solemn and deliberate engagements. 
The depreciated currencies which afflict the coun- 
try are theirs. The metallic currency is the only 
true, legal, and constitutional standard. The paper 
currencies are below it. It is the absolute duty. of 
the banks, under the laws and constitutions of the 
country, to maintain them atthe point of equality ; 
and that can only be done by instantaneous con- 
vertibiltty atthe will of the holder. Until that is 
done, until the banks perform their promises, until 
they abide by their engagements, the depreciation 
must continue, the paper is not as it is designed to 
be, the representative of gold and silver, and hard 
money must necessarily be expelled from use, as 
we all know it cannot circulate side by side with 
a degraded currency. It is this suspension of 
specie payments, therefore, which is the cause of 
there being two currencies, if that may be called a 
currency, which is driven out of use by depreciated 
paper. Let the paper be raised te the value of 
gold and silver, by being convertible at will, and 
the depreciation would cease in a moment; the 
Specie currency would be instantly restored, and 
the whole mass of evil annihilated.. Whose fault, 
then, I ask, is it, that the banks fail to perform 
their moral and legal obligations, and preserve 
their currencies at par? Is it the fault of the Go- 
vernment, or their own? 

The banks were invested with this high power of 
putting forth their currencies upon the fundamental 
condition—that they should atall times be equiva- 
lent to gold and silver, by being convertible at the 
will of the‘holder. The whole mass of their cur- 
rencies, amounting but recently to $150,000,000, 
was received by the people of this country upon 
this indispensable condition. The faith of the 
banks was pledged to it. The engagemént was 
impressed in’ broad and legible characters upon 
every parcel of the mighty mass. And yet, sir, 
this engagement was broken; this faith was for- 


feited; this fandamental condition was violated; the. 


whole mass. was degraded; the people were de- 


frandéed tð the extent of the depreciation; fifteen 
millions of dollars were taken from their pockets 
just as truly as if exacted at the point of the bayo- 
net, with this most agtavating circumstance, that 
it was &ccomplished by delusion, without the 
ability to resist, as they could have done had there 
been open force; and now, when the barks have 
arrested the. whole specie clitreney, and depréciatec 

the wholé pafér turtency, by their failure to per- 
form their legal obligations, they or their exclusive 
friends turn round and charge the evil upon the 
Government òf the people, and denounce the Go- 
vernment for adhering to a currency of gold and 
Silver, for not abandoning it àt once and adopting 
| their depreciated paper money in its place! And 
this great and terrible evil, existing in defiance of 
all law, so demoralizing in its character, so destrie- 
tive in its effects upon the commUiiity,is the chosen 
means by whith iis authors and abettors are te 
tide into power over the necks of a suffering people. 

Sir, I do not say this for the purpose of exciting 
hostility against any man or anysetofmer. But 
when the charge is made against a Govefnmeht 
elected by the people, and founded upon their will, 
that they have given two currencies to the country, 
gold and silver for the office-holders, and degraded 
paper money for the people; when the unjust and 
groundless charge is made and reiterated, day after 
day, by the very authofs of the mischief, against 
the Government itself, merely because it will not 
relapse into the depreciated currency of the banks, 
truth and justice require that the charge should be 
exposed in all its nakedness, to the contempt which 
it justly merits. 

I say again, sir, let the banks resume, and the 
evilisat anend. Already have they begun with- 
out a National Bank, and with. an Independent 
Treasury. Already are we upon. the eve of a 
general resumption, It must. take place. The 
people of this country are too intelligent to submit 
much longer to the present state of things. Let 
the banks do their duty, and the whole evil is an- 
nihilated. In the first place, the derangement of 
the paper currency will cease. If their bills are 
redeemed at all times promptly with gold and silver; 
if they are truly convertible at will; if they are in 
fact equivalent to the precious metals, as they pro- 
fess to be,at the place where issued, the paper 
currency is no longer degraded nor deranged. In 
the second place, the specie currency, no longer 
banished by degraded paper, will re-appear when- 
ever and wherever it is called for, and the im- 
mense sum, approaching one hundred millions of 
dollars, already in the country, no longer locked 
up, will come into sight and into use, as the wants 
or the wishes of the community shall require. In 
the third place, the exchanges will be instantly re- 
gulated -by the laws of trade, as they should be, 
and not by the wit or the devices of man. 
Sir, no human regulations, no board of control, 
no device of man can repress the excesses of trade, 
save only the necessity of liquidating unfavorable 
balances, when they reach a certain point, ‘in gold 
and silver. Any expedient to evade this necessity 
only aggravates the evil. The time of payment 
will come, and if there are no products of the 
earth, or of labor, wherewith to make. pay- 
ment, the precious metals must be transferred. 
It is of the utmost importance to the stability of 
trade, to the soundness of credit, for the suppres- 
sion or prevention of over-trading and undue spe- 
culation, that these balances between different. 
countries, or different parts of the same country, 
should be promptly and freely adjusted, by the laws 
of trade. The great instrument is the precious 
metals, acting upon the currency, and when the 
local currency is equivalent to them, is promptly 
convertible into them without loss or discount, so 
that they can easily be -obtained for it, without 
a large item of depreciation to be charged 
into the account; the exchanges will then be 
precisely what they ought to be—equal where 
they ought to be equal, unequal where they ought 
to be unequal, adjusted by the Jaws of trade in 
exact conformity with the principles of eternal jus- 
tice, and the true interests of the respective commu- 
nities. A suspension of the laws of trade is just as 
pernicious as a suspension of the laws of gravita- 
tion, by which the oceart is kept near its level, and 
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within. its bounds. Let ilie northern, meréliani; 
Wh hat fuhds deposited in a bank far to the South 
or West, which has suspended specie payments, 
remember, that the laws of trade are. suspended as 
to him, and that to the loss which ordinarily he 
must sustaifi in tranisferring his ‘funds home, not 

| exceeditig the freight and insurante’ oñ. Specie; hë 
must now add the depreciation of a degraded in: 
convertible paper currency- Finally, the resump- 
tion of payments by the banks will be simultaneous 
with the revival. of the business of this great, rich, 
powerful, and prosperous country. . Its progress is 
onward and onward. It may be depressed for a 
brief space; but its recuperative energy is 106 
thighty to be Subjected for a loiig time-to thè sihis: 
ter designs of those; if there be stich, who would 
make its distresses a source of pecuniary profit, or 
of political power, : : ; 

This Government is nct hostile to the banks. It 
adopts no measure, it recommends no measure; it 
pursues no line of policy, in conceived hostility to 
thera. Its position i that of non-ihtervention, itš 
policy that of non-interference, in their concerns, 
but to withdraw itself from them, for jts-own secu- 
rity and independence; and. to. leave. them to the 
policy of the States, respectivély, which created 
them, and alone can control them. They are con- 
fessedly within the reserved powers. of the States, 
and there we leave them. On the other hand, this 
Government has a high duty to perform within. its 
sphere. It has the sole power to coin and regulate 
the only möney recognised by the Constitution and 
laws} whith is.not only a power, but a. trast alsos 
It is its high: duty:to maintain, by. its own opeta- 
tions, thé just prevalence of’ this hard: money, this 
sole standard of value, this immense balance wheel, . 
by which alone the motións of thatgreat' and tres 


| mendous machine, the paper money currency, may 


be so checked and regulated that it shall not, by 
its.own self-accelerating velocity, ran to destruc- 
tion. Federal power and State power, each har- 
moniously acting within its proper sphere, and each 
exerting its appropriate influence, will together 
work out the greatest possible results of happiness 
and prosperity to be achieved by legislation. | 

I have thus far, sir, endeavored to show that the 
true cause of the present disorders in the currency 
was its expansion, by an excess of paper money; 
that the Bank of the United States was: a principal. 
agent in producing it, and would never be. an. ef- 
fectual check upon that tendency of the system; 
that the policy of the Administration has been to 
increase the amount of gold and silver in the coun- 
try, both in the banks and in circulation among the 
people; and by ultimately “collecting its revenue 
principally in its own coin, to create a demand up- 
on the specie in the vaults of banks, which will in- 
sure an ample supply, and check the tendency. of 
the banks to these pernicious expansions; that this 
policy has not failed, but is only temporarily “de- 


| feated by the suspension of specie payments, and 


that it is the duty of the banks immediately to per- 
form their engagements, which will at once restore 
the metallic currency, bring up the degraded paper 
currencies to an equality. with it, and put an end io 
the existing disorders. af f 
I now proceed to state some further reasons why 
the connection between the banks and the Govern- 
ment ought not to be restored, and why an inde- 
pendent constitutional Treasury ought to be. ¢s- 
tablished. ` l ete 
The recent connection of the Government with 
the banks, furnished a practical ilustration-of its 
dangerous tendency in reference. to these very ex- 
pansions, which all now admit ought to be repress- 
ed. We have at the very outset fhe most: astound- 
ing fact, that itactually gave forty millions to the’ 
banks in augmentation of their active capital, at 
the very moment when they ought to have re- 
stricted their operations . i 
This connection has ‘a necessary tendency topro- 
duce tipse expansions. at all times, to foster ovet- 
banking, over-tradin‘g, and exorbitant speculation in 
every emergency: ald especially when oiher causes 
co-operate with it. i 
Our revenne is- derived -principally from two. 
sources: ‘the customs and the sales of the public- 
lands. When, ‘from any. causé, prices begin toad- 
- vance, and the spirit of speculation is abroad, t is 
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obvious our revenue from both these sources will 
be greatly augmented. This excess goes immedi- 
ately into the banks to swell the public deposites 
there, to be loaned out again to swell-the ready 


means of an over-trading community, and the pro-.| 


fils of the over-trading banks. By this process, the 
very money, which is drawn into the public Trea- 
sury for public purposes, and should be held there, 
and would then constitute a check upon this ten- 
dency to extravagance and excess, instead of being 
a check, becomes a stimulus to excessive action, 
and reproduces itself in rapid succession, inflames 
the growing disorder, and swells the tide to the ut- 
most height. The connection gives a bounty to 
the banks to push on the community in the mad 
career; and this stimnlating bounty increases, ex- 
actly as the evilaad the danger and the necessity 
of repression irtcrease. So, when the period of con- 


traction and embarrassment commences, the with- | 


drawal of this fund, always inevitable in such case, 


increases the embarrassment and aggravates the į 
distress, precisely when the greatest indulgence | 


should be granted. 


On the other hand, the establishment of an Inde- 


pendent Treasury, and the withholding of its con- 
tents from the uses of trade, would constitute a 
a great and powerful check upon any excess in 
trade, banking, and speculation, atits inception, 
and in every stage of its progress. This excess 
augments rapidly the excess in the Treasury, 
which is withdrawn and withheld from the uses of 
the commercial community; and thus the check be- 
comes constantly more powerful, as the evil in- 
creases, until finally it is subdued and overcome. 
And if this surplus, thus flowing into the Treasury, 
should ultimately, by the policy of this Govern- 
ment, consist principally of the precious metals, 
it would be difficult tọ estimate the power and in- 
fluence of this check, to prevent those expansions, 
which the commercial world has long dreaded as 
the worst of all possible evils. — 

This union of bank and State will always have 
a tendency to foster an undue growth of the bank- 
ing interest.” It gives it undue importance. It 
draws into it an excess of capital. It gives it a de 
gree of confidence, which it does not merit from its 
intrinsic strength and prudent management, which 
are the just foundation of all just confidence. Ht 
inspires in the public mind a false and delusive 
confidence, which is felt principaity in the season 
of prosperity, but vanishes in the hour of trial. 

This old system of Bank and State connection, 
and trading upon the public treasure, is most per- 
nicious to the manufacturing.interest. It is, virtu- 
ally, as to them, a partial repeal of the tariff of 
protective duties. It causes, as I have already 
shown, an inflation of the currency, and of course 
an inflation of prices. Thus the prices of all the 
elements of our manufactures are increased, 
of labor, of stock, machinery, buildings, land. 
The foreign article is made at a lower standard of 
prices, and whether we go into the foreign or home 
market, we meet a foreign competition: at disad- 
vantage. The higher price, which may for a time 
be obtained at home, will be no indemnity. Ut will 
be but a bouùty to the foreign manufacturer, who 
makes his article at lower prices, comes in for the 


higher paper prices, and carries home ultimately | 


the precious metals. ‘The effect is obvious. The 


temporary high, inflated price, produces a compe- | 


tition of new. works springing up at home, and an 
inflax of goods from abroad, until the business is 
ruined. Or probably, more suddenly, the contrac- 
tion comes, when ail their works, new and old, are 
of course atastand, many of them never to start 
agaih, without new owners. It requires no proof 
that a specie duty, or an equivalent to specie duty, 
is the most effective for protection; and that a sete 
tled and siabie course of things is infinitely pre- 
ferable to one that is unstableand unsettled, for any 


of the great, solid, and permanent interests of the | 


country. i ; E 
I pass, sir, from high considerations of political 


economy and national policy, to higher questions 
of constitutional law and propriety, which pre- 
eminently belong to this subject. It is quite appa- 
rent that the use of banks as fiscal agents, and of 
bank paper as Federal currency, isa policy ofa 
suicidal character, at least in one point of view, on 
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the part of this Government. It has a tendency to 
thwart the exercise of the high constitutional power 
of coining money, and to defeat the ends for which 
that power was conferred. It has a most powerful 
tendency to expel from use and from the couniry 
the very currency of gold and silver, which it is the 


_ duty of this Government to make and to maintain. 


It leads to its neglect, toits disuse, to its banish- 
It destroys the standard of. value, and in- 
troduces a false one, silently, invisibly, unheeded 
by all, until the public. attention is forced to the 
wide-spread mischief, and the pernicious effects, 
growing out of an unchecked, fraudulent paper 


currency, and the unsettling of the standard of all. 


value, are felt universally by all classes of the com- 
munity. 

It was, beyond all doubt, the design of the framers 
ofthe Federal Constitution, and of the people of 
the States in adopting it, that there should be truly 
and really a Feperat Treasury, where the PUBLIC 
MONEY should be kept., ‘Congress shall have 
power to coin money, regulate the value therecf, 
and of foreign eoin;” and “to provide for the 
punishment of counterfeiting the . securities and 
current coin of the United States.” ‘No State 


shall coin money; emit bills of credit; make any’ 


thing but gold and’silver coin a tender in payment 
of debts.” “No money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law; and a reguiar statement and account 
of the receipis and expenditures of all public money 
shall be published from time to time.” These 
clauses in the Constitution do not leave it open to 
doubt or question that it is the will of the 
people of the United States, as expressed in 
the Constitution of their Government, that there 
shall be, in deed and in truth, not evasively, 
or in name merely; a PUBLIC Treasury; that 
the PuBLIC MONEY shall be KEPT rHERE; that no 
State shall coin Money; that Congress alone (hall 
have that power; that no money shall be drawn 
from tHe Treasury, but in consequence of appro- 
priations made sy Law. Let these provisions of the 
Constitution be carried into effect honestly and faith- 
fully, and it is impossible that the public -money 


“should be in the Treasury and out of the Treasury 


at the same moment of time; should be in the 
Treasury, and at the same time loaned owt, even 10 
the most meritorious class of borrowers; should be 
in the Treasury, and at the same time, by the will 
of private individuals or private corporations, with- 
out the defauit of any public officer aud withont an 
‘appropriation made by law, be scattered, broad- 
cast, over the wide circumference of this land! 

It was most obviously the design of the Consti- 
tution that the public money, drawn from the 
pockets of the people in any manner, for the con- 
stitutional purposes of this Government, should be 
applied exclusively to those purposes. The appli- 
cation of it to other purposes is clearly a misappli- 
cation of the public money, a abuse of the pow- 
ers of the Government, a concession of advantages 
to one interest not granted to others, to one set of 
men at the expense of the whole. It is manifestly 
against the true spirit of the Constitution that the 
public money, the common preperty of atl, put 
into the common treasury by all, fur certain speci- 
fied purposes which are for the common benefit of 
all, should, instead of being devoted exclusively to 
those purposes, be made use of for diferent 
objects, for private profit and private ac- 
commodation. . It strikes the mind at once as ah 
anomaly; as an irregularity; as an abuse crept in; 
as a species of favoritism; as an act of injustice to 


' the whole community; as a practice, which need 


} 
j 


only be brought to pubiic view to receive the ver- 
dict of condemnation. And when we reflect that 
we have too much rather than too little capital em- 
ployed in that manner, that the aggregate of our 
bank capital isin fact already swollen beyond all 
reasonable bounds, and that the public money, when 
thus illegitimately diverled from its proper object, 
goes only to increase those expansions, which in 
volve the whole so often in one common ruin, it 
becomes a matter of the utmost astonishment that 
this irregular and extraordinary practice should 
receive the least countenance or support from any 
quarter. 

Equally anomalous, irregular, extraordinary, 


thar the powers’ of this Government, which ar 


hands, to. the agents of private corporati 


and contrary to the design of the Constitation 


sential to its daily operations, should: not be 
cised by its own Officers, but committed to-p: 


officers of these private bodies, selecte 
and responsible to them, and not respo: : 
Government or the people? Why is 1? Canna 

the people trust themselves with the management 
oftheir own affairs? Are their agents, selected by 
them, dependent upon them, and responsible to 
them, for that very reason unworthy of trust, and 
to be thrust aside to make way for the officers of 
banks, for the agents of moneyed men, not chosen 
oy the people, not dependent upon the people, and 
not responsible to the people, but exempt entirely. 
from their control?) No man in this country dare 
hold this, T had almost said unconstitutional, tan- 
guage; and yet every man who advocates a re- 
union of Bank and State, and a surrender of the 
publi¢ money into the hands of thé banks as the 
best public Treasury, does hold this language in 
the most emphatic manner, by his course, which 
speaks louder than words. Public officers are the 
agents of the people, the necessary instruments’ by 
which their will is executed; and yet they are de- 
nounced, while the agents of private moneyed cor-, 
porations are worthy of all trast! 

This position, that the people -of the several 
States of this Union, in framing a Constitution, 
and setting up a Government of limited and speci- 
fie powers, designed that the Executive. powers, 
conferred upon the new Government, should be 
exercised by its own officers, would seem to be so 
reasonable and so plain as to require neither argu- 
ment nor illusiration to-enforce it. And yet, it is 
now insisted, that the custody of the whole: public 
treasure shall be taken away from the officers of 
this Government, and shall be conferred,not upen any 
officers of.the several States, but upon officers of local 
corporations:—that the vaults of these corporations 
shall, by fiction of law, be cunstituted the Treasury 
of the Federal Government; that the treasuries of 
these corporations and the Treasury of the Union 
shall be commingled and blended into one! 

The. consequences of this departure from the 
plain and simple ‘theory of the Censtitation, are in 
the last: degree deplorable. We have no. public 
Treasury, except by fiction of law. “We have na 
public money, except on paper, and ‘as-.a ‘mete 
matter of account. The Government. becomes a 
mere creditor-of the banks, and absolutely dépen- 
dent upon them for all its fiscal operations. The 
whole public treasure, as fast as it is collected by 
taxation, or from any other source, is surrendered 
te them, is put out of the contro! of the Govern- 
ment; and the millions which had been drawn 
from the people for great public purposes, and 
had been placed, in form at least, in the 
publice Treasury, to be forthcoming in the 
hour of need, by the least concert among the 
banks vanish in a moment! No law, no power 
of this Government, can control: them. They are 
not, amenable as. publie officers. ‘They may 
be sued in the civil courts. In the mean time, 
public faith is broken; public engagements are vio- 
lated; the honor of the country is trampled under 
foot. The Gaverninent, entirely dependent upon 
commercial vicissitudes, and upon the concerted 
action of a few private individuals, may at any 
time, either in peace or war, be defeated in those 
measures, which are essential to the prosperity or 
the safety of the country. In the most important 
or perilous crisis, its powers may be paralyzed, or 
its strength broken, by the callusion of an extremely 
small number of men. Such would be the degrad- 
ed and imbecile condition, the base, humiliating 
dependance of the Government of a great and 
powerful people; created to execute their sove- 
reign will in all matters confided to it, yet utterly 
impotent of itself to execute the most essential pur- 
poses for which it was called into existence. 

I will now reply to. the two principal objections 
which have been urged against the system of with- 
holding the public money from the use of local 
corporations or private individuals, and appo‘nting 
public officers to keep and guard the pnblic Trea- 
sury, and will then relieve the House from any 


| further trespass by me upon their attention. 
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It is objected that the public money is not so $e- 
cure in the hands of public officers as it is in the 
custody of banks. This objection is probably for- 
ever set at rest by the facts disclosed in the report 
of acommittee of this House at the present session, 
showing that the average loss upon the public 
money in the custody of banks, has been three- 
eighths of one per cent.; while the loss upon the 
public money in the hands of public officers, has 
been but one-tenth of one per cent. Fact, there- 
fore, is at war with the theory of objectors But 
the experience of the last few months, the sudden 


stoppage of the banks, the sudden reduction of the 


Treasury to bankruptcy with its millions in their 
possession, merely from their inability to comply 
with their engagements, furnish a decisive and tri- 
umphant reply to this objection. 

The other objection, which we hear from the op- 
ponents of this measure on whichsoever side we 
turn, is that the Executive patronage of this Go- 
vernment will be increased. . 

This objection, did it exist in truth, would not 
be entitled to any very great weight. 
certain duties properly appertaining to this Govern- 
ment, and necessary to be performed by it, it is 
not a very solid objection, that the appointment of 
the agents necessary to discharge those duties will 
involve some patronage. It is no sufficient reason 
why those agents should be altogether dispensed 
with, and those duties shuffled off upon the officers 
of private corporations. 

No Govertiment can abdicate its duties, because 
patronage is involved in the performance of them. 
This would put an end to all government. There 
is, however, no danger from this source, while the 
Executive power is kept within the proper sphere 
of appropriate duty. The danger is when it goes 
beyond those limits, and assumes to itself new pow- 
ers by doubtfal constructions. The necessaty pa- 
tronage incident to the exercise of the undoubted 
powers conferred, by the Constitution for. great 
publie ends, is not to be feared by an intelligent 
and independent people. f 

But, sir, the objection does not exist at all, ex- 
cept in heated or distempered imaginations. Itis 
not a process of accumulating power and influence 
in the hands of the Federal Government, to dis- 
solve its alliance with the power and infiuence of 
the banking system. 

1 cannot but express my astonishment, that it 
should ever have entered intothe mind of any man, 
that the dissolution of the alliance between the 
Federal Government and the Banking Power of 
the country would be attended with any actual 
augmentation of the influence of the Federal Exe- 


cutive, _ The question must be viewed under two 


predicaments: when,this moneyed pewerjs, by party 
allotments, placed in the attitude of Opposition to 
the Administration; and when, on the other hand, 
it is identified with those who sustain the Adminis- 
tration. In the first aspect, every one will see 
there is less danger from the restoration of this 
connection. But even in that view the influence 
which the Executive would acquire, by its control 
over the banks, would far exceed all that could be 
exercised by the appointment of a few additional 
Treasury officers. The public money has always 
been collected and disbursed by public officers. Be- 
tween the collection and the disbursement, though 
deposited in banks, it is still at all times, and must 
be, under the control of public officers; that is, if 
the banks are faithful to their trust. Can any one 
doubt then, which would confer greater influence, 
the appointment of a few, a very few officers, ren- 
dered necessary by the disuse of the banks, or a 
Governmental alliance with these banks, when even 
in the hands of those opposed to the Adminis- 
tration? 

But, sir, it is in the other aspect of this question, 
when those who have possession of this Govern- 
ment are the political allies of this great Banking 
Power, that a union between them, established. by 
law, assumes the most formidable character. Then, 
indeed, would this country have reason to dread 

~amalliance between the patronage ‘of this central 
Government, and the patronage of this ‘great mo- 
neyed interest, which penetrates into every State in 
this Union; which, one year ago, embraced eight 
hundred and twenty-three banks, three’ hundred 


If there are 
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and twenty-three millions of permanent capital, 
one hundred and fifty millions of circulating me- 
dium, and more than five hundred millions of loans 
in the hands of its thousands and myriads of de- 
pendent debtors; which holds the foreign and do- 
mestic trade of the country and the business of 
every class throughout these States in strong sub- 
jection to its will; which has power to sub- 
due to its purposes, and to absolute depen- 
dence upon it, the commercial, manufacturing, 
and all other interests; and, by its control over 
them, and its influence through them, in -the 
great cilies, and at the principal commercial 
points, to subsidize and wield that most powerful 
of all political engines, the public press. It is 
when this central Government combines its own 
rightful patronage, by legal union, and political 
identity, with the immensely larger and more fear- 
ful patronage of this vast moneyed power, that the 
people of this country will find it no easy matter 
to check the tendeney to consolidation, to change 
their rulers, or preserve their liberties. 

It is, sir, from this view of the subject that Iam 
anxious that the Federal Government should be 
separated from the banking power of the country; 
that this immense interest, perhaps already too 
powerful to be resisted or controlled, should, in its 
organized form, be withdrawn from the political 
arena; and that the great mass of the business of 
the country dependent upon it should no longer be 
involved in those party struggles, which are insepa- 
rable from the enjoyment of liberty. It is not for 
the interest of the banks that one-half of the com- 
munity should be perpetually arrayed against them; 
it is not for the quiet of the citizen that, his private 
pursuits should be for ever implicated in the un- 
ceasing conflicts’of party strife; it is not for the 
happiness, the tranquillity, the prosperity of the 
country, the vigorous growth, the felicitous work- 
ing of our institutions, that all the private business 
and interesis of men’ should be embroiled, from 
year’s end to year’s end, by the selfish ambition of 
partisan leaders, in those schemes and agilations 
which are destined to convulse this country, as 
long as any combination of men and money shall 
entrench itself in any position, and strive to give 
law to the American people. 

It is from reasons growing out of this view of 
the subject, from an apprehension of too great a 
concentration of power and influence in this central 
Government, from a deep conviction of imminent 
danger that this Government with all its patronage 
may fall permanently into union with this vast 
organized. moneyed power beyond the hope of re- 
demtion, from a desire to minister to no perni- 
cious commercial expansions, to apply the public 
Treasure exclusively to public purposes, to exer- 
cise the powers of this Government by its own re- 
sponsible officers, to render the public Treasury in- 
dependent of the vicissitudes of trade and. of the 
interested combinations of private corporations, and 
to carry into effect the plain intent of the Consti- 
tution, that I am-anxious that this separation of the 
Government from the banks should be maintained; 
and that the great measure of an independent, con- 
stitutional Treasury, should triumph now and here- 
after, for the present, and for future generations. 

I will not pursue the subject further. We are 
engaged in a mighty contest with this vast MONEY- 
ED power. The war now rages over the PUBLIC 
TREASURE, with more violence than that of 
Greece and Troy over the body of Patroclus. Shall 
the peopie hold it, or shall the MONEYED POWER 
hold it? Shall it be guarded by the agents of the 
people, or by the agents of this MONEYED POWER? 


Shall it be held by the pror.e exclusively, for ther 


own public uses, or shall it be held by this MONEYED 
POWER for its own private uses also? It 1s a contest 
for the essential principle of Republican Govern- 
ment, against all-grasping avarice and thirst for 
powerina few. It involves essentially the same 
arguments whieh have been often urged, and often 
refuted, that the people are not competent 
to govern themselves, and take care of their 
own affairs by their own agents, but that 
they need the kindly assistance of a few, in 
whose hands they will be safer, and their affairs 
better managed than in their own. The bold and 
fearless—those who have confidence in their fellow 


Teast influence or tendency to goverit their cond 
In this respect, every one who has ‘marked thë 
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men—those whohave no ‘fears of the power of the’ 
maltitude—will rally in defence of the principle of 
Republican liberty. Those who are haunted by’ 
imaginary terfers; who have no trust in their race;’ 
who have no faith in the intelligence and virtue’ of 
the mass; who see nothing but ruin in the largest: 
liberty and the power of the many, will take their’ 
wonted refuge in the power of property. We 
plant ourselves upon ‘this broad basis-of universal 
liberty and equality—the capacity of the people to go- 
vern themselves, to take care of their own affairs, and 
to exercise all the powers of Government, safely and 
happily, by their own chosen, dependent, and responsi- 
ble agen's; and if we are not able to stand. upon this 
rock of adamant, which bears up our country's in- 
stitutions and the hopes of liberty throughout the 
world, then, sir, Isay, for one, let us fall; but truth 
and reason, and the cause of freedom and huma- 
nity, must fall with as. eee 


REMOVAL OF THE TREASURY BUILDING. 
SPEECH OF MR. KEIM, ` 


Or PENNSYLVANIA, | 

In House of Representatives, June —, 1838.—The 
House having gone into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Porg, of Ken- 
tucky, in the chair) took up for consideration the 
following bill: ; a 

A BILL providing for the removal of the wails of the Treasu- 
ry building, and for the erection of a fire proof building for 
the Post Office Departiient. ` * 


Be it enacted, §c.:Thav the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause the, unfinished : walls 


- of the Treasury building, now'in the process of constructian, to 


be taken down, and the materials to be removed and applied'to 
the construction of a fire-proof building of such dimensions and 
upon such plan of arrangement as_may be required for the ‘use 
ahd accommodation of the Post Office Department, on: the site 
of-the Post Office building recently destroyed -by fire; and, or 
this purpose, that hie be, authorized to employ. a skilful arcbi- 
tect to prepare and submit to him the necessary plans for the 
proper construction of such buitding, havihg’tegard to: the use 
of the matetiats aforesaid, which,:being approved by him, shall 
be conformed to in the erection of the structure. And the said 
archit2ct may be continued in the superintendence of the ‘con- 
struction of the building, or another employed in -that service, 
as the President may judge best.: ~ i re, 
Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the erection 
of the building authorized by the first section of this act, in ad- 
dition to the materials to be removed and applied thereto, as 
therein mentioned, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, out of any mo- 
ney in the Treasiry not. otherwise appropriated by law." 
Mr. KEIM addressed the committee in substance 
as follows: : nt a 
Mr. Cuainman: An apology is due in the outset 
to this committee, for an attempt to solicit their at- 
tention upon a subject of comparatively so little 
interest to them. ‘Indeed, it seems as if every mind 
was already determined to acquiesce in the unani- 
mous report of the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Public Grounds, without any further reflection. 
‘A. proper sense of duty, however, prompts to a 
moment’s forbearance on the part of the House, to 
ascertain whether, really and earnestly, it is pro- 
posed to carry into effect the most singular requisi- 
tions of this bill, and establish a precedent: so ano- 
malous and extraordinary in its character, °° 
If it be tedious to perplex with remarks, the only 
cons lation is, that ihe country may not deem them 
ill-timed, or irrelevant, particularly when a‘ large 
amount of expenditure is involved, which, at least, 
some think should not be allowed, without good 
and substantial reasons. At the present eventful 
period, when all the various sources of industry 
are paralized, when commerce and trade are de- 
pressed by financial agitation, and when ‘we are 
told that the Government has not revenue sufti- 
cient to meet the necessary appropriations, a propo- 
sition is presented to destroy a building now being 
progressed in, at an admitted loss of $80,000, but 
which will be found greatly to exceed that amount, 
and perhaps consume not only thé ‘money already 
appropriated, but also the additional sum proposed 
Ly the bill, being in the aggregate, $247,648 29 
actually expended, with $100,000 remaining. on 
hand, and $150,000 in the bill itself. In the gene- 
ral confidence reposed in the committee who pre- 
sented this bill, there were none, who, for ‘an in- 
Slant, supposed, that in a subject of mere taste, 


economy and judginent, party bias could. have the 
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gress of the debate, will agree in the conclusion, 
that a latent propensity is apparent throughout to 
confer odium upon the past and present Adminis- 
tration. Indeed, with all the smooth denials of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Lincoun,] 
his indirect and apologetic language for the state 
of things, was the first inducement to invite my at- 
tention. K y 

The remarks, too, of my colleague, [Mr. SER- 
GEANT,] that the new Treasury building originated 
a new figure of speech; for instead of falling it was 
rising to ruins, induced me to ascertain whether this 
hyperbole was not rather what some desired-to pro- 
mote than obviate. If I remember aright, that-re- 
mark was also coupled with the expression, that it 
seemed at least as if some “expert in demonology” 
had been identified with it. Such sentiments from 
such a scurce astonished me, knowing as I did that 
the late President was closely identified with the 
pan of construction, and that he was not in the 

abit of building on a very slender founda- 
tion. On reflecting, however, that the. doc- 
trine of “the end justifies the means was 
very popular with a certain party, the argu- 
ment was taken in its proper sense, and placed 
at the account of those destructives who would de- 
stroy even a well-constructed edifice, so that some 
impediment might be cast into the way of the Ex- 
ecutive officers of the Government. 

It occurred to me, also, that, as ruin anddesola- 
tion was part of the panic machinery by which the 
whole country had been visited, the phantasma- 
goria had reached this city to destroy the Treasury 
building. But when, for myself, I visited the 
doomed structure, so “light and flimsy,” with all 
the trepidation that caution could bespeak, what 
was my surprise to find those castles in the air firm 
and stable as the granite of my native hills, and 
rising in all the simple grandeur that human skill 
could accomplish, the evil spirit was no where to 
be found but in the assertion itself, and the good 
‘genius of the Hermitage seemed still,to protect it 
from the ruthless hand of the infatuated spoiler. 
` . The new Treasury building is being constructed, 
under the authority of the fifth section of the act ef 
July 4, 1836, which is in the following words: ` 
` Sno. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of tlic 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to be 
erected, on or near the site of the former Treasury building, or 
on any other public lot which he may select, a fire-proof build- 
ing of such dimensions as may be required for the present and 
future accommodations of the Treasury Depaitment,uponsuch 
plan, and of such materiais, as he may deem most advantage- 
ous; and that, for this purpose, there be appropriated, out of 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars. s 


This act is very explicit and easily understood, 
nor has avy man the right to go beyond it for the 
purpose of objections as to the indisposition of the 
President, or as to. the want of ability of those he 
consulted. It was the law under which General 
Jackson acted, and if it is at all to mean what it 
says, the. site is plainly selected on or near the 
former building; the size-for present and future ac- 
commodations is fully defined, and the material 

„left at his option as to its advantageous selection. 
Inconformity with the power fo cause it to be erected, 
he selected Robert Mills-as architect in the follow- 
ing words: 

Under the act of Congress, authorizing the President of the 

Jnited States to cause a Treasury Building and Patent Office to 
` be erected, I hereby designate the Commissioner ofthe Pubtic 
Buildings to superintend generally the detailed modifications ot 
plans for inem, the advertising and forming of the contracts, 
and the whole disbursements thereon; and to enable him to 
keep the accounts, make the- payments, aud prepare vouchers 
for settlement, and conduct the other correspondence relating 
thereto, J authorize him to. employ a clerk at. not over $900 a 
year, to be paid equaily out ofthe appropriations for said ob- 
jects. I further appoint. Robert Mills as architect, to aid in 


forming the plans, making proper changes therein from limeto | 


time, and seeing to the crection of said buildings ir substantial 
conformity to the plans hereby adopted; which are, in their 
general outlines to be, as to the Treasury Building, that annexed 
by said Mills—and as tothe Patent Office, that annexed. by Mr. 
Ethot; the former building to be erected on the old site, and 
the latter one on the square north of the Post Office. 
j ANDREW JACKSON. 
Washington City, July 6, 1836. ` 
Immediately after the appointment of Mr. 
Mills, whose character in every respect has been 
fully established from the time of Mr. Jefferson to 
the present, he applied to the Secretary of the 
‘freasury to asceriain what number of rooms 
would be necessary for the immediate wants of 
the Department, and received the following state- 


pment: : 


under theordinary action oft 


H: of Reps. 


Treasury Department proper will require 21 rooms. 


First Comptroller -~ z - 8 “ 
First Auditor - - - - 8 « 
Treasurer - - va - 504 
Register - - -= - R “ 
Land Office - - -° =- 36 “ 
90 rooms. 


Several plans were submitted to the President: the 
one receding from the line of the street, and the 
other facing more immediately upon the line of the 
street; this latter plan was adopted by him, and 
presents a perfectly simple structure, containing a 
centre building, and wings to the north and -south 
connected with it, and contemplating, also, at some 
future period, the completion of two other build- 
ings, corresponding in dimensions, and. parallel 
with the centre, at the extremities of the wings. 

The centre building and wings were calculated 
to contain 168 rooms, which, in the language of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, “would leave a 
surplus of 18 rooms, or 6 in each wing, and 6 in 
the centre.” Agreeably to these preliminaries, the 
following order was made by General Jackson, to 
which he affixed his signatare: “Let the foundation 
be laid accordingly, for centre, and north and south 
wing.” -This is dated July 8, 1836. 

Thus, every incident has -been done strictly in 
conformity to law; and here I would be under- 
stood, even now, as disapproving the plan adopted, 
on the score of economy alone, although it. isin 
keeping with other public edifices in this city. A 


cheaper and more comfortable plan could have 


been projected, to have been erccted of bricks, iú- 
stead of freestone, and without a colonnade. The 
question now is, not whether we remove this build- 
ing that has already cost so much, for a cheaper, but 
for a more extravagant one to be built of marble. 
I refer you to report, page 9, which says: 

“Should the walls be removed, and the materials applied to 
the construction of a Post Office building, a new sirncture for 
the Treasury might be erected near the same location, with 
some change of position, and upon a plan better adapted to the 
site; or a. new. location might be selected, which would admit of 
an edifice upon an enlarged design, to embrace the required ac- 
commodations for ál} the Departnierits. -- Whenever thisshall be 
done; the committee oannot but earnestly advise to the substitu- 
tion of marble or granite, onthe exterior walls, for the pervious 
and destructible sandstone, which'can only’ be: protected, hy 
the frequent application of paint, fromdefacementand decay, 
-atmosphere and climate.” - 

Sir, of two evils I. prefer the lesser, witha per- 
fect knowledge of the fact that if the committee had 
evinced the same nursing anxiety last session: that 
now seems: to impel. them, every real objection 
could have been easily accommodated to suit the 
most captious of their number; but, as the delay has 
been so protracted, it is ungenerous now that Con- 
gress should be importuned with it. Although the 
character of Mr. Mills has ever. stood beyond 
reproach, it became necessary that it should be 
doubted. or suspected, not only professionally, but 
morally. Asa reference to his past services, Mr. 
Mills designated several edifices which he had 
planned, and some of which he had constructed, 
Amongst these the custom-house ‘stores in Balti- 
more were mentioned. A Mr. John F. Hoss, how- 
ever, denied the fact in the following letter: 

BALTIMORE, April 11, 1£35. 


To Hon. B. C. Howarp: 


designed the plans of the custom-house store in Baltimere. _ 
Sir, this assumption on the part of Mr. Mills I deem an injus- 


pemrrnennrntnsecentraennmatiaet | 


tice to measa mechanic and draughtsman, who-can design His 
own plans of edifices, and execute their construction afterwards, 

I wil not trespass on your time; as į know itis all-import: 
ant, but would beg of you the favor. to inform thé President and 
the Committee on Public Buildings of the grievances of which I 


complain. h oe UA eet gan ed aed at . 
Your obédient and harnble ` servant, 
aie oS" JORNE, HOSS. 

Fortunately ‘the entries in the“ Auditors office 
present a confirmation of the truth, as. per follow- 
ing certificate: eS : 

TA : > TREASURY DEPARTMENT, DE a 

MNS Sia Auditor's Office, Sept; 16, 1833. 

Thereby certify that I have examined and adjusted’ the ac- 
count between the United States and Robert Mills, and find that 
the sum oftwo hundred and fifty dollars is due to him'for de- 
signs, specifications, and estimates, forthe custom house.stores 
purposed to be built at the southeast corner of Gay’ and Water 
streets, city of Baltimore, &e. | -77 7 s. a 

5 R, HARRISON, Auditor. 

And if Mr. Hoss can point out any changes -in 
that plan, at least as to any new construction of 
arches, he is bound to do so, and give his reasons 
wherefore. : 

The veracity of Mr. Mills, with his most ex- 
emplary character, are too well established in ‘this 
community to be impugned; nor was it at all to the 
purpose that he should be obnoxious: to any other 
than professional objections. - The filthy slang of 
the bilingsgate school illy becomes any censors of 
public taste, and our own infirmities should induce 
us not to investigate those of others, particularly 
when so much ill would result to the comforts and 
happiness of an-interesting family. ; 

I will now pay my respects more closely ‘to the 
report of the committee; atal! events, ‘as’ to. the 
leading testimony upon which they rely, and from 
which we are almost induced to believe that it were 
cheaper to half complete a building, and remove it, 
than to finish it on its original site.. Predetermined 
that the whole cf the labor exerted should be obli- 
terated, and the work commenced anew, -a letter 
was addressed to the President, designating ‘their 
objections, distrusting, however, with feminine timi- 
dity, their own taste and judgment, and desiring 
the “appointment of some distinguished and: skilful 
artist to give his opinion.” The President assent- 
ed to the employment of Thomas U. Walter for 
the purposes specified, whose most singular: coinci- 
dence with'all the committee had stated in their 
tetter; proves that, for once, science and skill con- 
firmed the preconceived: prejudices-of doubt and 
mistrust. © He-was the principal person-connecteid 
with their observations, and ‘ihe’ main ‘dependence 
of their determinations and’ conclasions; Th the 
language of their report, be is noliced as.“Thomas 
U. Walter, Esq. of Philadelphia, an . architect of 
great distinction, and superintendent -of the con- 
struction of the Girard College in that city.” Proud 
as a Pennsylvanian, of the metropolis of my ‘native 
State, itis neither my province or inclination’ to 
say aught against her enterprise or prosperity; on » 
the contrary, every interest is very dear to tae that 
is in the least conducive to the welfare of the Key- 
stone State, or any section of her, however great or 
humble.it may be: Honest doubts, however, may 
be entertained whether afier-time will accord ‘the 
encomiuins those gentlemen so freely bestow. 

Stephen Girard, mariner and merchant, if- we 
may judge from his general regard for economy, 
and his antipathy to useless and. unnecessary ex- 


| penditure, never projected, either in the spirit or the 


Chen. 


letter, a building such as is that college. “The 
said college shall be constructed with the most du. 
rable materials, and in the most permanent man- 
ner, avoiding all needless ornament, and attending 
chiefly to the strength, convenience and neatness of 
the whole,” are the words of the will. Has the ar- 
chitect borne them in mind? When we reflect too 
that Girard's whole life- was characterized by aa 
humble and unosientations depertment, a despiser of 
the. affectation of the great, and the influence of the 


wealthy, a dover of the poor and oppressed,:a firm 


supporter. of, Republican simplicity,-it may-well.be 
asked have the executors fulfiled their trust in ap- 
proving that model. His intentions evidently. were 
the promotion of intelligence, where it was most ne- 
glected, and his express desire looked upon the éx- 
ent of the charity as limited only by the concen- 
trated and well-managed investment of the utmost 
farthing of his means. ‘For a Jong time impressed 
with the importance of educating the poor, and of 
placing them by the early cultivation of their minds, 


ears 


25ru Cone» 
and the development of their moral principles, above 
the many temptations to which, through. poverty 
and ignorance, they are exposed,” -he granted two 
millions of personal property, besides a large resi- 
duary esialey.for that purpose; and although the 
most minute deseription of themanner of coustruc- 
non, the material, and every essential incident is 
expressly defined, not one syllable can be found 
to justify the .massive- display of truncated pyra- 
mids, or those marble columns, the cost of whose 
entablature alone would have brought. personal 


IND Sess. 


comfort and intellectual blessings to numerous suf.” 


fering orphans—the ouly legitimaie object of 
magnificent expenditure and munificent cha- 
rity ander kis. will. ‘The fact is also palpa- 
ble, that the intention. was to have “as many 
poor white male orphans as the income would be 
adequate to maintain, introduced into the college as 
soon as possible; and from time to time, as there 
may be vacancies, or as increased ability from in- 
come may warrant, others shall: be introduced.” 
The expense of neediess ornament alone would 


support an additional school; but in the spirit of- 


fashion, which too. much governs the world, the 
architect seized upon the public propensity. for ex- 
ternal style and ornament, even at the risk and sa- 
crifice of the funds. Allow me to remark, that as 
to the grievous delay in the building itself, that 
may be attributed to the president of the. college, 
but who, in other respects, if he has any sotoriety 
al all, is certainly a man of letters. 

This benevoleuce required prudence and caution 
in its exercise, because it was not intended for one 
district of. the country only, but for many places. 
First, to the city of Philadelphia; secondly, to other 
parts of Pennsylvania; thirdly, to those born in the 
city of New York, and lastly, to the ‘city of New 
Orieans, ‘‘that it may not be perverted,” he says, 
“that if the said city shall knowingly and wilfully 
violate any of the conditions mentioned, then the 
Commonwealth: of Pennsylvania, or, in . neglect 
thereof, the. United States of America, shall re- 
ceive the remainder, and accumulations.” It seems, 
then, that others are interested in the proper ma- 
nagement of the bequest, besides the city of Phila- 
deiphia; and it becomes a primary duty that it 
should be controlled in the strictest economy and 
good faith, lest the Legislature of Pennsylvania be 
invoked, for the purpose of scrutiny, and to assume 
the exercise’ of that benign power of visitation 
which pertains to her, so that the good intended 
may be as widely extended as possible, according 
to the request of the liberal and benificent testator. 
Thus, whatever character the. builder or architect 
may have acquired, it is at least susceptible of 
great doubt whether, when the Jeni th and breadth 
of the ground plan is defined by will, when the ute 
most caution is urged, to avoid unnecessary dis- 
play, both ordinations are sacrificed to an improper’ 
ostentation, leaving at jeast the imputation that 
however beautiful and strictly in good taste may be 
the design in the abstract, itis, in this particular, 
an open and plain. violation of the last will and tes- 
tament of Stephen Girard. i 

So much, by way of digression, as to the skill of 
Mir. Waiters, and the -mdependent and faithful 
manner in which he exercises it. £ 

We have now Mr. Mills -and Mr. Walter, the 


very Ajax and Hector of this modern seize. Armed ` 


to the teeth, and ready for the onset, Walter sounds 
around of musico-architectural dialectics, Mills 
responds by a problem in dynamics; Walter makes 
a thrust at an opening in the stereotomy, and Mills 


parries it with his abundant egis of esthetics, 
Thrice round the walls to ruin or to save, 
Cuntending heroes sought a glorious grave. 


The committee, lcoking upon this commotion, 
glean from it a variety of conclusions, under no 
iess than four distinct heads, all of which are great- 
ly aided by imaginative theory, in contradistinction 


with rational experience and successful practice: 
“1, That the location of the Treasury building on. Fifteenth 
street, in the precise position given to it, Is injudicious and high- 


_ ly objectionable.” 


Tunis isa mere matter of opinion, and not de- 
monstrable; for what may seem most offensive to. 
some, may in turn become highly agreeable to 
others; and whose opinion shal! be the correct eri- 


“terion? “Certainly the judgment must be suspected 
< where the will is predetermined and ihe result’ pre- 


dicted. They say further: 
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“His obvious that the grade of the street-can never he con- 
formed tothe base of the burlding.  Iemusteominue, after any 
reduction, Consistent with the least practicable ascent to the 
jevel of the intersecting streets, to present, along the jine of the 
building, an inclined plane, and'thus exhibitts the eye the awk- 
ward appearance of a continuous colonnade, at an unegual 
height trom the elevation of the contiguous fuot,way.. The 
proximity of the buiding to the street will likewise preciude 
ary other mode of entrance to the platform of the colunnade, 
than by narrow and diminutively disproportionate steps, placed 
perpendicular te the base, and epposite to the centre, and uz- 
der which, also, musi be the entrance-way to the front corridor 
inthe basement The extension aud number of steps at the 
ends must necessatily hé unequal, in proportion to the differ- 
ence in eievation of the opposite extremes from the earth, Be- 
sides, by the position and extent ofthe building, ifthe work be 
carried to its completion ov the presén pian. the original de- 
sign of the arrangement of the streets and squares of the city 
will be preyudicially invaded; the view from F ‘street, south, 
will be entirely shut out; and the principal objects of attrac: 
tion and regard, the Capitol and the Preadent’s House. wil! be 
concealed, each trom the other, se as macefially to impair the 
beauty and grandeur of the prospect from both. Huw far 
these and similar considerations are entitled to regard, will be 
for Congress, upon admonition of the effect which is about to 
be produced, to decide.” ae 

itis exactly the site of the old Treasury building, 
and appropriations are now pending to lay acul- 
vert in that street, which will undoubtedly allow 
the inclination to be brought more upon a line 
with the -base of the building. As to the prox- 
imity to the street, and the objection to the 
use of side steps, the former was located accord- 
ing to law, and the latter would be found to be 
strictly in accordance with ancient science and skill. 
The Artemisium at Ephesus, the work of Dinc- 
crates, whose majestic fancy proposed to change 
Mount-Athos into the form of a statue, will exactly 
confirm the method by which these steps are placed. 
The Louvre, so renowned as being the production 
of twenty monarchs and eight centuries, and which 
defies the world in competition with it, is open to 
one adinitted:defect, and that is the breaking of the 
line of colonnade- by the pediment in ‘the centre. 
The last: idea of objection, the hiding the Presi- 
dent’s house from the view of ‘the Capitol, is, to 
the political aspirant, a vital reason why the impe- 
diment should be removed, so that he may see the 
.wished ‘for haven. In every other respect, it is 
entirely unworthy of a moment’s notice. 

“IL The erection of the new building, upon its present site 

and plan of construction, must unavoidably produce the remo- 


val and destruction of the building now occupied by the State 
Department.” 


It never entered into the calculation of any one 
that the old State Department should be removed; 
nor is at all necessary to the accommodation of the 
plan that it should be immediately removed. © The 
ends of the new building, to use the phrase of a 
gentleman from Ohio, may be “ chunked, scutched 
down, and danbed,” so asto be made comfortable 


without touching a single stone of the old building. 
“TIL The plan and interior arrangements of the new build- 
ing are manife: 


the present wants ofthe Department.” ` 
The Secretary of the Treasury on the 8th of 
July, 1836, submitted a communication to the Presi- 


dent in which ninety rooms only were required: :} 
by some singular obliviousness the Secretary may . 


have forgotten that document, but it is now before 
me, signed by him, and approved by the President. 


itis absolutely necessary that some attention shuuld -| 


be exerted to prevent the discrepancies that occur 
in that Department. It would be a novelty to tear 


down all that has been done in two years, because, | 


forsooth, in the interim, the wants of the Department 
had increased. The size of the rooms was taken 


from : those now in use in the State Department, ‘ 


and their area served as data to regulate the di- 
mensions of the new building, There will be room 
enough and light enough, notwithstanding the nar- 
rowness of the passage, which Mr. Wallers con- 
siders a defect without a remedy. The great diffi- 


culty with me, is to know how the conimittee can | 


want light on this subject; they are not so benighted 


as to avoid the due investigation of the effect of i 


the direct rays of light in ‘his Hall. Has not the 
whole study of intelligent gentiemen for years en- 
deavored to ameliorate the effect of those rays, and 
render them secondary? Was not that an induce- 
ment to change every position in this House? 
When then the experience of things is against the 


committee, the objection itself should be considered Ab 


as untenable. $ 

The last great source of anxiety and care is. pre- 
vented bythe commitiee in one general maranatha, 
as if some tornado were wasting its force in sirew- 
ing around it every impediment in its course. But 


a stly defective; neither adapted to the object of its : 
constructiod, noradmiiting the necessary accommodations for | } 


let me, without delay, 
this indictment, Paar tee fed : 
“IV. The construction of the walls of the building ts im 
perfect, tnariificial, and deficient of the requisite strength for 
seeure and durable struciure.” $ Ai aA 
They say: “The principal defects under this head of the sub- 
ject, may be resolved ‘imo the waat of sufficient thickness to 
the walls, aud a proper bond of conneciion tetween the blocks 
composing the ante and the courses of the ashiar. ° This will be 
` better understeod by the following -exiract Irom. the-report of 
Mr. Walter: “My decided upinion, Gsayshe,) in reference to the 
subject, is, that all we outside walls are-enurely too thin and 
tou weak forso large a'vaalied. building. as the ube in question. 
"VPhese walle shoul: have byen.at least three and a half feet 
thick exclusive gf the ante, (or pilasiers, as they are common- 
ly calied;) instead of Which, they are Only two feet three inches.” 
After treating of the mode in winch tte walls should have been 
constructed, alluding. to the defects of the work, he sub‘oins, 
‘Cider exis ing cireamstances, the while bond of the ashlar ‘is 
cut off, from: the borton te the top Orthe building, on each ide- 
ofevery one. of the ante; while the ante themseives offer little 
or no resistance to lateral pressure, being composed of large 
‘stones set on the end of each other, without a single cramp or 
tie to hold them'to the ashlar, or a dowelto keep them in th ir 
places? Again, he remarks, that ‘the strength which would 
have been derived from these ante, had they been constructed 
according to the principles ofstereotomy, isnot-only lest by the 
manner in which they have been built, but the ‘walls, which 
would have been teo weak without them, are.actually rendered 
weaker by their introduction.’ In reference to the effect upon 
the stability of the building by the mode of arching which haa 


proceed lo the. last count in 


|} been adopted, Mr. Walter expresses the opinion that ‘this plan 


ol arching can never be executed with saiety to the budding. 
The arches in the lower sto: y would probably stand, provided 
that the centres are kept under them uniil the walls receive 
the superincumbent weight of the structure; but the: fate of 
the upper arches, if executed upan the same: plan, ts cer: 
tain.” Mr. Parris certifies liis concurrence in the desctiption 
given by Mr. Walter of the characterand construction: of the 
work, and gives it as his decided opinion, ‘thatthe walls of the 
buiiding are not sufficiently strong to susiain. the lateral pres- 
sure, ifthe archesare to be continued above the present height.” 

If ever the’ climax of hypothesis was indulged 
in, this is it.” Not satistied with anticipating evils, 
they unhesitalingly, and without qualification, pre- 
dict “that. the fate of. the, building ig certain. 
The building: itsélf, however, exhibits’ a palpable. 
contradiction of the assertion of Mr. ‘Walter, 
whose positive language is, “that this plan of 
arching can never be executed with safety;” that 
the arches inthe lower story would probably stand, 
provided that the centres are kept under them, 
until the walls receive the superincumbent weight 
of the structure. Now let any member of this 
House for himself, visit the premisés as he should 
do, to vote understandingly, and he will find the 
very centres “‘strack” in . both «stories, and.‘the ° 
naked truth, developed, that the prediction of a fall 
is too theoretical to be realized. The walls 
stand-firm and unmoved, without showing either 
settlement or crack, notwithsianding they are:open 
to very severe weather at all points. 

They are but three inches in the thickness of the 
walt between safety and destruction, according to 
the hair splitting calculations of the umpire’ ar- 
chitect to resist the thrust of the arches. 

The continued experience of thirty years, as to 
the durability of the arches of the Capitol, con- 
cur in the’ practice of Mr. Mills’s const uction of 
arches; but he also proves, from a valuable author 


| -onthe subject, that “he strictly dcubles the strength 


required, as by the annexed table. 
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By consulting Rondelet, we would find a propo- 
sition demonstrated that there ìs in some construc- 
tions of arches no lateral thrust, but their power is 
exerted only vertically. ; 


There is one evidence of a want of minute in- 
vestigation on the part of Walter, in his inatten- 
tion to an important material used in the building. 
¥ allude to the cement which binds it together. 
The cohesive qualities, compared to mortar, are 
almost as two to one in its advantageous applica- 
tion and use; and as the arches are of brick work, 
and the power is in the ratio of the surface of the 
joints, the strength of arches thus luted together 
becomes almost äs firm as adamant, and most as- 
surediy should have received some notice on that 
account. f i 


I have no particuļar knowledge in the science of 
architecture, but have considered it like sculpture 
and painting—the expression of aretined imagina- 
tion and pure taste, brought into shape and visi- 
ble form by the skilful hand of an accomplished 
and intelligent artist. What may be its early his- 
tory, itis not my design to inquire. “Whether it 
originated in the.infaney, of the world, was ehe- 
rished and promoted, by the Egyptians, attained 
perfection among the Greeks, declined among the 
Romans, or was’ revived by modern Italy, would 
require more research thah I am willing to bestow 
upon it. 
least, some effort snould be made on our part to 
be inventors, instead of followers of any system. 
If science is progressive, so should the polite arts 
keep pace with them, and American architecture 
become a new school, in which might predominate, 
as a characteristic feature, the prineiples of cco- 
nomy, simplicity, and convenience. That archi- 
tecture owed its birth to necessity, and its embel- 
lishments to luxury, is an admitted truth; and 
how far, as a national trait, the costly expenditures 
upon public buildings assimilate to. that age of 
luxury should be fully inquired’ into by the econo- 
mist. D eg : ` 

Instead of making this tbe counterfeit imitation 
of “the Eternal City,” would it not be conducive to 


our better interest if the same simplicity. were- pre-' 
served which the spirit of our Constitution incul- . 


cates. We are taught to avoid all affectation of 
superiority amongst ourselves, excepting only 
where anthority is defined, in order more faithfully 
to preserve the general harmony of our political 
structure. Indeed, it is admitted to be strictly in 
keeping with the nature of things, that an.unassum- 
ing and Republican people should be more the ad- 
mirers ‘of the useful than the extreme patrons of 
the polite arts. Ours is a primitive, not a seconda- 
ry, Government, to use a gevlogical phrase to ex- 
press its analogy with early times, associated to- 
gether upon a perfect equality, having a common 
interest, and pledged in a common defence of civil 
and religious rights, Amongst us the gaudy trap- 
pings of royalty’ find no throne to embellish; our 
valy sceptre is the Jaw, and our only sovereign is 
the pecple’s will. Since, then, it is congenial with 
all our habits, let us compare our Government to a 
plain, unadorned column, whose base is the people; 
the shaft the Constitution; aud the capital the laws. 


Utility is emphatically the American order, and 
lonk where you may, it willbe found to be conson- 
ant with the feelings, as it iscompatible with Ame- 
ridan tast, ‘To luok atthe front ofthis stately pile, 


one would suppose it was the palace of a krog; but . 


if common custom is inticalive of public senti- 
ment, we have but to visit the rotundo, and we will 
find it folly displayed. There may be seen a coi- 
lection of pictures, and butter churas, cannons and 
busts, basso relievos, and statues promiscuously 
blended. This hall itsei? we fiod reversed in its order, 
and the main enirance entirely blockaded by the 
gewgaws and tapestry that hang around your 
chair. Do we want any other expression ofnational 
taste than thi? Uulity, convenience, and com- 
fort are, as th-y ever shouid be, the only principles 
of coaposition with which we are acquainted, 

Let then this object be considered hereafter, and in- 
stead of rearing these extravagant structures forex- 
‘ternal show, let plain, unastentations and comforta- 
ble biildnngs meet with proper coasideration. fn 
he pressat instance, there is no alternative left, 


I will venture. one suggestion, that, at . 


| 


——- 


but to proceed; if we destroy it, it Costs. more money 
than it will take to ‘complete it. : 

-There are, however; many other subjects to 
which the committee might devote their attention, 
without doing injury. Let them restore the origi- 
nal earth, in preference to the micaceous pavement, 
or remove the whirligig from the jet d'eau, indica- 
ting the truth of a suggestion that taste is as curious 
as it is inexplicable, or the monument itself, now 
hanging in our way, like the sign of a Caiinese 
chop-house, and by its.contiguity with sarrounding 
objecis, losing its intended effect. I would be the. 
last to obliterate any record of those brave men, | 
who, in the Janguage of Madison, “fought until 
humanity tore down the colors that valor had nailed 
to the mast.” Let it rather be removed to some 
eminence upon which the eye of the ocean warrior 
may linger, as he bids adieu to his native shores. 
It will inspire him with new ardor for noble 
achievements, and promote the memory of those 
noble spirits that slamber beneath it. 

Motives of economy are always patriotic ; and 
when we must know that the finances are out of 
joint, that prudence should govern all our acts, 
let every one reflect for himself, whether it would 
not be better to allow the workmen now thrown 
out to complete what is so nearly finished, instead 
of indulging a mere depravity of taste.in its immo- 
lation. : e : r 

The admitted cost thus far is $356,000, whilst 
the computed loss in removing it would be $82,000; 
büt which, I believe, would far exceed that sum ; 
and the amount asked to finish the “céntre-and 
north and south wing” is an additional 100,000 
dollars; so that the only question is, whether we 
willinvolvein doubt, upon imaginary grounds alone, 
the work as is now stands, or whether we will 
incur a comparatively small expenditure, in order 
tu finish it as speedily as possible. f 

TOE AND CAE T 


SPEECH OF MR. BYNUM, 

f Or NortTH CAROLINA, 
In the House. of Representatives, June, 1838—On 
„tbe bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 


Means, to reissue Treasury notes, not exceeding | 


in amount ten millions of dollars ETE 

Mr. BYNUM said he rose reluctantly, to enter - 
into the discussion of the subject then before the 
House; and nothing could have induced him, at 
that hour, to have trespassed upon its attention, but 
the most singular, unwarrantable, and extraordi- 
nary course that had been pursued by a number of 
honorable members, in relation to the subject then | 
under consideration. He said this course to him 
was must siagular; it would have been more so un- 
der any other Administr.tion than the present, or 
the one that had just preceded it. 
that the debate had assumed, was uuquestionably 
any other than that appropriately belonging to 
it. The simple question before the House was 
comprised within a nutshell, 1t was, whether this 


House would consent to reissue a limited amount | 


of Treasury notes, to supply the vacuum ‘occasion- 
ed by the redemption of those now about being re- 


turned, and which, by the present law, could not 


again be pat in circulation. 


‘Lhe question, it appeared to him, resolved itself | 


into the most simple propositions: 


1. Should we supply the deficiency in the reve- | 
nues by collecting the moneys due to the Govern- | 
ment by compelling the banks, the merchants, and | 


States, to pay in their dues to the Government. 


o 
ae 


from foreign Governments. 


3. Or to reisspe the amount of Treasury notes, : 


The character | 


Po burrow the money from individuals, or | 


as redeemed, net exceeding the amonnt of ten mil- | 


lions of dollars. 

This, sir, is the sum_and substance of the propo- 
sitions now before the House, which gentlemen of 
the Opposition, with but short intervals, have con- 
sumed fout days in the discussion of. ` During 
which time they have dilated and brought before 


the House, for pelitical eleet, no doubt, asit couid | 


have had bat little or no relation to the present 
subject, almost every act of the present’ and past 
Administrations, 


House, he would challenge and defy all their. 


Had they confined themselves | 
to the subject of the bill immediately before the `i 


i 
H 


| boasted talents aad“ inventi 


facolties; to have 
spun out ‘an argument’ longer than twenty-five 
miiffites upon the intrinsic mérits-or demerits of the 
bill then before the House: Noy sit: there: is no 
genius here, of the Adziiiistratio#. oF of the Oppo- 
sition’ party, prolific enotigh “to“have consumed 
more than’ twenty-five minutes ina- disedssion ‘of 
the legitimate” merits - of. this billy “yet, ‘sir, both 
Europe and America; Asia‘and Africa, ‘had been 
gone över in search of materials and comparisons 
to'aid in’ assaults by far-fetched: and irrelevant 


. matter upon this, and its preceding‘ Administration. 


Sir, the American people can but be ‘astounded at 
the exhibition of the diminutiveness of: the bill up- 
on which such an explosion of Opposition oratory 
has been let off to blind, to bewilder; and confuse 
their common sense and practical understanding. 

Mr. B. then caled on the Clerk of the ‘House to` 
read the original bill; which was read by the Clerk, 
as follows: BAO 

“Be it enacted by the Senate arid House of Representa- 
tives of the United States.of Americain Congress assem- 
bled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, is hereby authorized to 
caüse Treasury notes to. be issued, according to thé provi- 
sions ofan act entitled ‘An act to authorize the issuing Treasu- 
ry notes,’ approved the twelfth day. of October last, in place of 
such notes as have been, or may be, issued under the authority 
ofthe act aforesaid, and which have been, or may herealter be, 
paiddnto the Treasury and cancelled.” i 


The bill was again-read by the insertion of the 
following amendment, between’ the fifth and sixth 


‘lines, after the word: provisions: “and ‘subject to all 


the conditions, limitations, atid restrictions. ° 

Now, ‘sir, said he, we have the wholé pill as ori- 
ginated and amended before us; its léngth, breadth, 
and depth. Let us scrutinize it, examine it, con- 
template and dissect it, and it must be seen that 
human ` genius, however productive or- reful- 
gent, could consume but a little space in the discus- 
sion of its pertinent and intrinsic merits. Sir, the 
whole discussion has been a’ mere farce, or it has 
been intended -to effect ulterior objects. The course 
that has been pursued by those opposed to the bill, 
justifies this inevitable conclusion, toapply to whose 
remarks, it is more my object at present, than to 
either vindicate or discuss the’ merits of the bill. 
The very honorable gentlemen ‘from Pennsyl- 
vania: [Mr. Seretant] and his. honorable col- 
league (Mr. Brppte] had embraced this oc- 
casion to go into'a general discussion of the merits 
and policy—not, sir, of the’ bill ‘before the House; 
no, sir, but—of the merits and‘ policy of this atid of 
the passed’ Republican Administration of President 


‘Jackson, the policy of which they contend this Ad- 


ministration was pledged to carry out. Sir, in 


. this, if in nothing else, they dre right; and may 


God, in his infinite mercy, grant it success in the 
faithful execution of the pledges thatits mernbers 
have made to the hardy Democratic yeomanry, 
and laboring, planting, and productive classes of 
this‘country.. Sir, it is ‘all we ask to make this a 
great, growing, prosperous, and a happy people, 
Barto faithfully execute this pledge, they and we 
mnst be prepared to meet the bitterest denuncia- 
tions, and to hear’ fulminated pals after peals of 
anathenids against ihem, by those: dronés and their 
immediate representatives, who ‘live, and fatten, 
and luxuriate upon the industry and labor of others 
Yes, we may be prepated to hear and witness too 
all this, and those “who have tof hearts stout 
enough to meet and brave them, let them now re- 
tire from our ranks, as imbecile, unworthy defen- 
ders of liberty, of law, and of nghi . 

Mr, Speaker, there does appear to me to have 
been a peculiar delicacy involved in the discussion 
of this subject, in consequence of the very peculiar 
relations which ‘certain honorable gentlemen brar 
towards some of the principal topics that they have 
thought proper to | introduce into the debate; -The 
Bank of the United States and its character have 
been’ introduced by the two honorable’ 
from Pennsylvania, arid discussed an 
large, accompanied with denuneiations against all 
others who believed notin itsinfailibity. There 
has been a time, sir, when mode‘ty ‘has restrained 
gentlemen from a forward expression ‘of their opis 
rrions on subjects in’ which ‘they, were most golori- 
ausly known to Have been deeply’ interested, but 
not so now, Honorable gemiemen shogld not pres 
èume t90 muchi Upon the jusenalbiliy eff the House 
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to the peculiar situations that they bore towards 
certainsubjects. It was lo be expecied, from m 

mediate and deep personal interest in certain ius 
stitutions, however obnoxious to the public good, 
there would be found individualsin and out of this 
House, always ready to step forward in their de- 
fence on any and every occasion. Sir, it. would be 
ungrateful in them not todo so, regardless of every 
species of difidence on the occasion. The ties of 
consanguinity had too a wonderful tendeney to 
render more accute our sensibility, when the con- 
duct ofa friend bad been, or was about to: be, m> 
plicated in any course of policy that he might 
have pursued. Such things as these were natural, 


and almost inevitable consequences, and most fre- | 


quently prompted us to action imperceptibly, and 
without due consideration of motives; but I will 
not now dwell either upon the remarks or course 
pursued by those two distinguished gentlemen, as 
I design to notice them more particularly here- 
after. . 

Sir, when I reflect upon the character of the op- 
position to the present and past Administrations, 
upon the peculiar circumstances under which it has 
been created, and on which it is known to act, and 
on the peculiar materials of which it has been 
made, lam lostin wonder and surprise that conse- 
quences more, by far more, disastrous have not 
befallen to, and been witnessed by, this great na- 
tion of freemen; that it has not, is the greatest com- 
pliment that could be bestowed upon the great 
mass of the free and intelligent men of this Repub- 
lic. Yes, to the immortal honor of the people will 
it be said, by the future historian who shall chro- 
nicle the events, that, under similar circumstances, 


there ‘is no nation of the old world that would not | 


have been plunged into the most deadly of civil 
wars, and have drenched the land with the best 
blood cf her own citizens, and which would 
have originated, and set in a blaze a revolution, 
that nothing short of human gore could have extin- 
guished, Sir, I say emphatically, had a similar in- 
cident to that which we have all witnessed here, 
taken place in any Government in Europe, ancient 
or modern, a revolution, most bloody, disastrous, 
and fatal, would have inevitably been the result. 
Lt us for a moment look at the circumstances 
and materials; let us not throw our attention fur- 
ther back than for the last six or eight. years, and 
conternplate for a moment what has transpired 
here, and before our own eyes, and none will say 
that he ought to be surprised at any of the most ex- 
traordinary attempts to confuse and oppose and 
thwart every action of this Government, even at 
the hazard of revolution and bloodshed. Nor can 
any intelligent, disinterested man say, that he could 
reasonably have expected otherwise than an indis- 
criminate opposition to nearly every measure of 
this and the late Administration, without the least 
regard lo right or wreng, ils policy or impolicy. 
How shall we account for this? I have been asto- 
nished not’ to have heard or seen, even in the 
newspapers, that these facts have not been alluded 
to before, so palpable, so instructive, so admonitory 
to the American pecple, of the natural course that 
should have been expected, from the very compo- 
sition and materials of the opposition to their Go- 
vernment, that has kept up one continued scene of 
strife with the people of this country ever since the 
election of President Jackson to the Presidency of 
these United States. Could it’ have been oiher- 
wise, when, as soon as it was practicable, nearly 
the whole of that very discarded, defeated cabinet 
which had been so recently defeated and superseded 
by President Jackson and his administration, all, 


ail sir, burning with revenge, were placed imme- 


diately, either in the Senate of the United States, or 
in the House of Representatives, where they could 
glut their most malignant appetites upon the ob- 
jects and conduct of those by whom they had been 
driven from office into retirement, if not disgrace. 
J say, sir, could it have been otherwise? Look ‘to 
the Senate, analyze its composition, and with such 
disappointed spirits, all thirsting alike’ for revenge, 
Seeking out the victims of their disgrace, what 
wonld their conduct not effect-in other countries 
less‘enlightened, less intelligent, less patriotic, than 
our. own? “In that body was placed the Prime 
Minister [Mr. Cray of Kentucky] of the defeated 


Administration to arraign and try and execute com- 
petitors who had disrobed him of his ill-gotten 
honors. It was on their conduct that it had be- 
come his daily duty to pass, and, with such feel- 
ings, enter on the duties of a judge, to enter -up a 
decision on their conduct. The Secretary. of the 
Navy, too, [Mr. Soutnarp of New Jersey,] -of the 
same defeated and discarded Cabinet, was also, 
with the same feelings, thrown about the same time 
into the same body, as a co-judge of the conduct of 


‘those by whom’he had been expelled from his place 


in the Cabinet of a former administration; of the 
character of whose feelings, as there exhibited, the 
public has had the most incontestible evidence. 

~ Another distinguished individual, who had had 
a personal altercation with the former President, 
that had once held an exaited station in the Go- 
vernment, was also placed by their sides, in the 
same body, all men most distinguished for their 
talents and powers of eloquence, and men who 
were not in the habit of brooking an insult, or sub- 
mitting peaceably to disappointment and degrada- 
tion by an adversary. These, sir, were surrounded 
by many of their adjuncts, most devoted partisans 
and proselytes from almost every section of the 
country. The House of Representatives, too, has 
not been without its portion of these rebuked and 
disappointed spirits, upon whom public censure 
had rested, whose duty it has become to convulse 
heaven and earth to wipe off this foul blot. In 
the House of Representatives has been placed the 
very head of that superseded Administration which 


had been condemned by the voice of this free peo- 


ple. ` Nor, sir, does he stand here alone; but aided 
by the powerful arm of one of. his former minis- 
ters, [Mr. Serczant of Pennsylvania,] who is ever 


ready to do him service, and lend a hand in mak-. 


ing any opposition to the present Administration: 
and at different times, within the same periods, 
have we been favored on this floor with the distin- 
guished talents of two disappointed and defeated 
Vice Presidents; each with their train of friends 
and devoted partisans, all colleagued in the holy 
office of opposition, indiscrimately, to the measures 
of those by whom they have been defeated before 
the people. Nor was it long before they united 
their destinies with a gigantic money power, more 
potent than the Government itself, possessing more 
amply the means to keep up and carry on a war 
against the Government, than the Government 
itself had for its defence against it. Such, sir, has 
been the position, the composition, and materials, 
of the opposition to the past and present Adminis- 
trations of this country. With such niateriats in 
this and the other branch of Congress, is it to be 
wondered at, that panics extraordinary, and every 
other effort to thwart, embarrass, defame, degrade, 
and even tu revolutionize and disgrace, this Govern- 
ment, should be attempted? No, sir, no, sir: the 
only marvel is, that with such materials, placed un- 
der such circumstances in your Congress, that a 
revolution, bloody, disastrous, and convulsive, of 
this great Repubjiean empire, has not been effected. 
Sir, nothing but the hand of Providence could have 
prevented it in any other Government than our 
own; and muca cause have we for congratulation, 


that there has been found in our blessed native | 


country virtue, intelligence and patriotism enough, 
amidst the sons of her Democracy, to ward off a 
calamity so fatal to the peace, happiness and pros- 
perity of our people; and for having effected that 
which no nation of Europe could have done, under 
Similar circumstances, without being deluged in 
revolutionary blood. Sir, the future historian will 
be amazed, in recording these facts, at the little mis- 
chief that has been done this country by the compo- 
sition and position of such-materials of an opposi- 
tion to your Government. “ Yet much has been at- 
tempted, and more has been designed, to ‘effect a 
revolution with the people. The leaders of the 
Opposition, in my humble opinion, have been long 
prepared for i', and have been awed from the at- 
tempt at its exculion by nothing but the unflinch- 
ing integrity and intelligence of the people. 

Yes, sir, no intelligent mind could have misun- 
derstood the invocation of that “revolution, though 
bloodless as yet.” It gave utterance to an intention 


-and recklessness of feelings,that the American peo- 


ple have not yet properly appreciated, nor rebuked; 


“Charleston, New Orleans, and Mobile. 
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and happy this thrice happy people, who have- thus 
far escaped the mischiefs and intrigues: to. conjure 
up a revolution by this modern Philip of Macedon, 
to whom life, and fortune, and. peace, and revolu- 
tion, and blood, were. as a feather, when weighed, 
in the scale against his malicious and ambitious 
projects. But with this I have done, and will pro- 
ceed to notice, with more minuteness, the character ` 
of the body of the great contending parties now 
before the country. - E NEA i 
Sir, I have, on ahother occasion, said that the 
great political divisions ‘Of the two most prominent 


-parties now contending for power in this country 


were composed, on one side, of. the great mass of 
the non-productive classes, and on the other, of the 
great productive and laboring classes of this coun- 
try; which ever have been the only true great natu- 
ral divisions of society since the first organization 
of civilized institutions for the government of man, 
and which will ever continue to be, to the end of 
time, though often interrupted by domestic and ` 
foreign wars, which fora time may, and have, 
contributed to obscure the original landmarks that 
have divided these primary classes; yet, whenever 
they have passed away, society has never failed to’ 
revert back to its original divisions, which ever 
have becn, and are now, common alike to allcoun- 
tries where civilization has proclaimed its domi- 
nion, Sir, at no time in the history ef our country 
has this line of demarcation. been so’ distinctly 
drawn as at the present moment; a division that has 
become, at this time, too palpable and. obvious: to 
escape the observation of the most superficial ob- 
server,- and. which neither’ skill nor. artifice~can 
longer conceal from the discerning eye of a plain; 
practical, foreseeing people. pie 0 otr or 
“Under the. specious name of Whig have: all the 
elements of the non-productive interests beén*te- 
cently arrayed, which had been formerly known in 
this country by the name of Fedéral, and then 
National Republican, party, and which has been 
recently augmented. by the addition of the Aboli- 
tionists and Antimasons, with all their intolerance; 
both of which, however, are greatly subordinate, 
in point of strength and influence, to that of the 
great banking and moneyed interest of the country, 
with which they have all become now identified 
and united in one common interest against the in- 
dustry, laboring, and productive “classes of. the 
country. Enlisted, sir, under the Whig paity, you 
will fiad every man who lives on the interest of his 
money and the labor of others—the banker, stock- 
holder, stockjobber, and usurer; every speculator 
and man whe lives by . traffic and chicanery; every 
idler and vagabond who lives on the productive in- 
dustry of others; which, whenever united, will con- 
stitute a force sufficiently large to carry every city 
election in this nation, in which places you will 
ever find the greatest proportion: of this species of 
population to the whole number of its inhabitants.’ 
‘Sir, whatvis the fact now? Look at. Boston, . 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, 
and Norfolk, and, until within a few months, 
Sir, what 
has been their langrage, and what the character of 
their politics? Add.to these, Providence, Ply- 
mouth, New Haven, Hartford, Albany, Utica, 
Trenton, Brunswick, Elizabethtown, Morristown, 
Harrisburg, Wilmington, Petersburg, Lynchburg, 
Winchester, Lexington, Nashville, Cincinnati, Ra- 
leigh, Newbern, and hundreds, if not thousands, of 
other villages, partaking of their nature and syni- 
pathies, and say, sir, what are their political eastes, 
and by what interest are they led, if not by the 
trafficking, non-productive, banking interest of the 
country, all presenting a uniformity of sentiment, 
demonstrating a general cause, beyond the power 
of all earthly contradiction? There is scarcely a 
note shaver, or pawnbroker, or extortioner, to be 
found in any: section of the country, that is nota 
member of that party. There is scarcely a gam- 
bler, or speculator either in stocks or lotteries, that 
has not espoused the interest of that party.: Sir; I 
admit that there are many honest farmers, plant- 
ers, and-mechanics, who have been won over to its 
interest, and are conscientious members of it; but 
the number that they have been able to delude and 
entice into their fold: is comparatively small; and 
they are compelled to act an insignificant partito 
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the great moneyed and unproductive interest that 
s0 effectually predominates with the great majority 
of the party. Now, sir, upon whose industry and 
labor, upon the produce of whose toil, does this 
army of non-productive classes live and luxuriate 

and fatten in their idleness? Out of whose pro- 

ducts and labor and industry come the profits from 

which these unprofitable, unproductive classes ob- 
tain their subsistence? Can there be but one an- 

swer? No,sir; no, sir. It is on the labor and pro- 

duce of the industrious laborer and husbandman, 

that they can alone live and. procure a subsistence; 

and to wrest it from them with the most plausibility 

and with the greatest facility, has. the ingenuity of 
that class been taxed from the earliest ages of man‘. 
hence the fierceness of this war now cartied on 

against the industry, and producing classes of the 

country, under the mest shallow pretext of pretect- 

ing and defending the banks—yes, sir; yes, sir; the 

banks. 

But, said Mr. B. against whom is this war de- 
clared? Against the other party? And who is 
that other party? the Democracy or Democratic 
party, or the old Republican party? And of what 
materials is it composei? Turn your eyes to 
every section, in every State and Territory in this 
vast Republican empire, aud behold them in their 
daily vocation, and you find the Democracy in 
every section composed of the hardy sons of toil, 
who live by honest labor, and the sweat of their 
ewn brow. You will find that .Democracy in 
every soil, composed of the honest ploughman, 
the hardhanded mechanic, the planter, farmer, 
whose only chartered privilege is ihe use of the 
axe, the hoe, the hammer, the saw, the adze, and 
the spade, and who only claim a valuable con- 
sideration for the produce of their industry, not 
in promises merely, but in the thing itself; and 
your backwoodsinen, too, the pioneers of your 
western and southwestern forests, are Democrats, 
and must be from-the very nature of their pur- 
suits. -They can have no affinity to bankers, traders, 
or stock jobbers and money changers, of whatever 
description or denomination; and in no instance 
has there been attempted a connection with them 
by the farmer or mechanic, that they have not 
been invariably ruined, and which all experience 
will show with some small exceptions.. Sir, it is 
the bone and sinew of this country that live by 
industry. and labor, and such as you will find the 
Democratie party composed of on every soil, and 
section of this Union. These now constitute the 
two great parties, whose interests have been 
brought in conflict by the too great partiality that 
has. been shown in legislative enactments, both 
State and Federal, to the non-productive interests, 
in the character of chartered privileges and corpo- 
rations, with the common name of banking, and, 
whether State or Federal, are alike prejudicial and 
ruinous to both the labor and industry of every 
country in which they have been similarly insti- 
tuted. 

But I have come now to another branch of this 
subject, which, though not at all relevant to the 
bill before the House, has an important relation to 
the subjects that have been discussed by the two 
honorable members from Pennsylvania, [Messrs. 
_Serseant and. Bropie,| and one te which I will 
not only invite the particular attention of this 
House, but ihe whole American people; and for 
its further prosecution and exposition, I invoke the 
aid of mightier .geniuses, both in and out of this 
House, fcr the benefit of posterity; and [here most 
sincerely hope, at some future day, that some 
mightier intellect, with. more expansive genius, 
may be devoted to the further exposition and de- 
velopment of the character and tendencies of this 
subject. Sir, the fact is not less extraordinary 


than startling, that we are informed, by the most’ 


authentic historians of all ages, that an order or 
class of men have ever existed, in almost every 
nation of the civilized world, that have lived in 
idleness, and been supported in their luxury from 
‘the industry and labor of the great mass of the 
“working people. That the conenirent evidence of 


all antiquity establishes this fact, the history of the. 


world most abundantly proves. 
In the earlier stages of society, priesteraft 
was the universal method resorted to by the 
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sons of luxury and idleness to filch the pocket 
of industry and labor; and which, in some shape 
or other, has been equally successful in its ope- 
rations almost in every section of the habitable 
globe; and perhaps no system ever was, or ever 
will again be, devised so effectually to answer all 
the purposes of its authors, or more effectually. to 
retain in bondage the human intellect, and steep in 
ignorance, debasement, and degradation, the great 
mass of mankind throughout the world. The- his- 
tory of the whole eastern empires abounds in the 
recitals of innumerable’ acts of the most inhuman 
cruelty, frauds, oppressions, and the most dis- 
tressing-exactions, committed by their priesthood 


upon the labor and industry of the country. By | 


their chicane, “the flesh-pots of Egypt” were 
placed entirely under their control; and the misera- 
ble, squalid inhabitants of the Nile were made 
dependent on them forthe crumbs on which to 
feed, from whose very labor the priesthood had 
exacted the luxuries of the land; and to this the 
poor laborer was taught to submit, for fear of 
incurring the wrath of an angry and insulted idol, 
which, in fact, was not less stupid or insensible 
than the stone or marble on which it was placed, 
while it answered all the purposes of terror, alarm, 
panics, and intimidation, to exact from the laborer 
the fruits of his industry. 

Nor, sir, was this system of extortion and oppres- 
sion by the priesthood confined to Egypt alone. 
Persia has from that time until this, been a scene 
of the blighting influence of priéstcraft, misery, 
and.oppression. _ Assyria and India, and, in fact, 
the whole eastern continent, up to this day, are 
reigned over by, and administer to the cormorant 
appetites of, priestcraft; where the fruits of industry 
and the produce of labor are extorted by compul- 
sion or deception from the honest laborer, who has 
made them. Europe, too, has ever been, and is to 
this day, afflicted with this greatest of all earthly 
curses to the human family. 

Ancient Greece had her augurs, and oracles, and 
her Delphic temples; from which, through priest- 
craft, her pretended gods spoke, and for centuries 
held in the most abject bondage the human intellect 
of that renowned and most celebrated-empire; and 
its historians inform us they were to the priests 
“minesof wealth and power,” exacted from the hands 
of industry.and labor. At these temples all sorts of 
deceptions and frauds and devices were practised for 
their acquisition of dominion over the consciences 
of that brave and superstitious people; and but too 
effectually have they ever succeeded in making 
them the most oppressive means of hoarding the 
wealth of the country.* Such have been. the 
effects of priesteraft during the reign of paganism. 


*itig stated by a most accurate historian, that the prin- 
cipal hoards, both in bullion and coined money, were in 
their temples, which were crowded with presents of immense 
value, brought by the superstitious from every part of Greece. 
These temples were considered as national banks, and the 
priests ofieiated as bankers~n0ot always, indeed, the most- ho- 


nest, as was once proved at Athens, where the State treasurers, | 


having expended or embezzled the public money, had the au- 
dacity to set fire tothat part ofthe Temple of Minerva where 
the treasure was contained; by which sacrilegious act, that 
magnificent fane was near being wholly consumed. Their 
purpose, however, was fully answered, since the registers of the 
temple were reported to have perished with the: treasures, and 
all responsibility precladed. The temple just mentioned, the 
superb fane of Jupiter Olympus at Elis, and of Apollo at Del- 
phi, were the principal of the three sacred depositories, The 
priest at times concealed the total sum of the treasures lodged 
in them with too much caution for us to know the amount; yet, 
when the Phocians, urged to despair by the exactions of the 
Thebans, seized on the treasures Of Delphi,they amounted to 
ten thousand of talents, (above two million two hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds sterling,) and probably that was buta 
small portion of what holy perfidy had previously secured. 
The deposit at the Temple of Ephesus, considered through 
ail ages as inviolable, probably far exceeded those of the 
three last mentioned. 

The spirit of avarice, which at all times charac‘erized the 
priesthood, and prompted them to such immense accumu'a- 
tions, is not more detestable than dangerous; for, let any one 
reflect what mustbe the Consequence to a nation, whose mo- 
patch and the priests are in coalition, as is usually the case; 


_ and the monarch, as is usually the case. too, is watching to 


extinguish every spark of popular freedom—what. I say, 
must be the consequences when such overwhelming re 
sources are within his reach? The fate of Greece is a me- 
lancholy warning on this subject. These immense treasures 
were eventually seized upon by rapacious conquerors, and 
théir soldiers paid by them to enslave these renowned States, 
and thus the coin drained from the people by the hands 
of priesteraft, became in the hand of Aingerefi, the means 
of their destruction.” Se bas it been in every county—so 
was it in Palestine—so in ancient Rome—so in Constantino- 
ple, and so was it, pre-eminently, in India. 


Britain and Gaul, too, at different epochs, were 
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wont to groan under the superstitious lash of priest- 
craft. The Jewish church was conducted in hke 
manner until it became powerless. Caristianity 
gave to it its last, final blow; but even: it could not 
escape the withering blast of priesttraft. < oc = 

Sir, let us look to, Rome, and see the myriads 
of monks and friars, and other subalterns—mere 
drones that feed on the earnings of the labor and 
industry of others—and.in what abject poverty.and 


‘ignorance the proud-pontificates held for centuries 


the entire western world. The bloody, altars of 
the Inquisition are yet before our eyes, and- the 
fumes of burning victims of our own race are in 
our nostrils. All, sir, all effected with univer- 
sal’havoc by that great demon, Priestcraft; while 
the wealth of all Italy, Spain, and Germany, have 
been hoarded to enrich pontifical coffers. _ Other 
nations of Europe, too, have contributed much to 
the laxury of priesthood and popedom; and, to this 
moment, the Church of England is grinding into 
dust and ashes the poor of that realm, and with 


- their glebes and tithes are rolling in luxury upon 


the products of their labor and industry. Sir, what 
does all this not prove, if not my first assertion: 
that there has in all ages, at all times,. with all, or 
nearly. all nations, been a class of non-productive, 
non-laboring people, who, by contrivance, have 
been enabled to live and roll in luxury and idle- 
ness upon the industry and earnings of others? 
Sir, this fact cannot, nor will not, nor dare not, be 
denied. eae , iets 

Here let me distinctly be understood as saying 
nothing against the Christian religion; for I con- 
tend that Christ himself was betrayed, tried, ad- 
judged, sentenced, condemned, and crucified by 
priesteraft; than which, nothing can be more re- 
pugnant or hostile to their diabolical purposes than 
his holy precepts, as taught by him, and him alone, 
whose simplicity and purity would have ever con- _ 
tinued uncontaminated but for the efforts of the 
priesthood to connect them, for selfish purposes, 
with the temporal affairs of men and nations. 

The great antagonist of every species of craft, of 
superstition, and ignorance; that great conqueror 
that has ever thwarted, dissipated, overcome, and 
put to fight their brightest prospects, is the light and 
progress of truth, and the blaze of intellectual 
knowledge. Sir, wherever they have been pro- 
moted, priestcraft and- all other. crafts have been, 
and will continue to be, driven back. into theii dark 
abiding places, and, snail-like, shrink back from- an 
intelligent people into their original squalid’ shells. 
Podedom is now reeling on its throne, and the hor- 
rors of the. Inquisition have.ceased to terrify by its 
burning faggots, or its torch, while its unholy edi- 
fice is now tottering to its base.” $ 

[The Sreaxer here interrupted Mr. B. and said 
the debate was taking too wide a range, and that 
he should confine his remarks to the subjects more 
immediately before the House.] “ 

Mr. B. replied, that he had said the most he 
had to say on that part of the subject; and if the 
Speaker would bear with him but a little while, he 
would soon show its strict applicability, not to the 
bill-—no, said he, I did not set out with that view— 
but to one of the principal subjects that ‘had been 
introduced into this debate, and 10 which he claim- 
ed the right to reply. 

I now declare, sir, (said Mr. B.) before hea- 
ven and earth, tha! the institutions of banking, as 
now practised and conducted in the United States, 
(and in other countries, if you choose,) are upon 
principles precisely identical and similar (with the 
single exception of calling to its aid the Divinity) 
to these upon which priestera't has practised 
for centuries—to pillage and plunder the pro- 
ceeds of industry and the finits of labor. .Sir, f 
defy human ingenuity to devise a more perfect sub= 
stitute for. priestcraft of old, than the present-bank- 
ing system of this country. a 

Bankeraft now, with a most trifling exception, 
is precisely what priesteraft has ever been, since its 
earliest organization by its primitive impostors; and 
now, before the bitter drops of its afflictions have 
been wiped away from the eyes of distress with 
which it has visited mankiod through all ages, here 
has been attempted its substi‘urte, with a most sub- 
tle texture of incorporated institutions, controlled, 
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in most instances, by individuals as unfeeling and’ 


as irresponsible as ever were the priesthood of anti- 
quity, to the people whom they fleeced without 
mercy. S a 
Yes, sir, bankeraftin whatever light you view. it, 
‘isa legitimate offspring of those institutions of craft, 


by which the idle, the cunning and luxurious, have | 


in all ages and all nations availed themselves to 
rob industry of its profits, and labor of its rewards. 
Sir, the institution is the same, with a trifling mo- 
dification not at all improved, but in witty. devices, 
in extracting by stealth the substance from those it 
impoverishes; its attribates are many of them 
identical and analogous, striking and impressive. 
Their secret conclaves, by which their business is 
governed and controlled, are precisely the same; 
their modes of extortion the same; their oftencoming. 
in conflict with their Government, where they failed 
to get the entire control of it, identical; and their-ob- 
jects and effects upon the people are. the same and 
inseparable. Their armies of. pensioned stipendia- 
ries and dependants, have every resemblance, and 
stand always ready at a beck or a nod to denounce 
and proscribe those who even doubt their infalli- 
bility and purity; and as was with the poor heretic, 
a reward awaits the favorite that shall- prove most 
distinguished. in hunting down the political sceptic 
and disbeliever, who thus dares to question their 
. divine right, to the first fruits of the earth. Sur, 
look around you and behold the army of them that 
are continually crying bank, bank, bank, bank; 
examine the material of which they are composed, 
and my life upon it, you will not find one twenti- 
eth part who calculate on living either by-industry 
or labor. No, sir, but upon their capital, their 
speculations, their traffics, shaving, jobbing, and 
the like, all to be benefitted, supported, and en- 

riched out of the products of the industrious labor 
er, planter, mechanic, manufacturer, and farmer; 

- who alone give substantial wealih and true pros- 
perity to a nation. Your bankers and capitalists 
enrich no part of oar. country, nor improve no part 
of its soil, and many of them, as priests of old, with 
their monks, and their friars at their heels, are 
mere drones in society, that live upon the labor of 
the more industrious cf ihe hive. 

Sir, are the people of the United States prepared 
longer to endure this system of corruption, with its 
most demoralizing iendencies?. Will they longer 
endure it, without holding its authors to the strictest 
accountability? Do they not see the consequences 
of this bankcraft, from its intimate relation and 
most striking analogy to its great parent, priesteraft, 
that has depopulated, demolished, and impove- 
rished, more nations, than any visitation of Provi- 
dence has ever effected by fire; the sword, or pesti- 
lential disease. Sir, in my opinion, the age is too 
‘far in advance of civilization, of science, and in- 
telligence, for them ever to submit to a system so 
oppressive, so unjust, so degrading, to all the nobler 
feelings of our nature. 

The American people are too free, too much en- 
lightened, too intelligent, to accept this old system 
of rapine and plunder of the fruits of their indus- 
try, by the mere change of names. Bankeraft is 
priesterafi in disguise, and its effects, in the end, 
cannot prove to the common people, the laboring 
classes, and productive. interests, less destructive, 
distressing, and devastating. Yes, sir, and this is 
the system that your Government, and the whole 
Democracy, are denounced and proscribed for re- 
fusing their countenance to. This is the system 
that your Philadelphia Bank Delphian oracles are 


endeavoring now to rivet on your country; and for | 


refusing his assent to which, your President is de- 


nounced and proscribed by your Congressional : 


bullies on this floor, who, “Swiss like,” fight most 
bravely when thrift follows most sure. Sir, can 
they fail longer to understand this game, that has 
thus.long been but too successfully played off upon 
them? Can the hired missionaries, and suborned 
bank-bought presses, longer blink the true issue 
which is before them? Can the ingenuity and elo- 
quence of bank-bought attorneys and advocates, 
longer keep over them this veil of deception, by a 


continual appeal to their fears, and the creation of | 
alarms and. panics, the very means of terror that | 


/wereused by -the primitive institutions of priest- 
:eraft to-hold in check, and intellectual bondage, the 
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whole productive interests of the land, that they 
pillaged of the fruits of its labor and industry. 
Sir, the authors of these enormities cannot, will 
not, fail sooner or later to be overtaken by the 
wrath of an. indignant, robbed, and insulted 
eople. piee . : f 

If, then, the truism is correct, that like causes 
produce like effects in all ages and nations, what 
have we to expect from the substitution of- bank- 
craft for the great parent, that, for so many ages 
and centuriés, has afflicted almost every civilized 
nation upon the globe, and at different epochs has 
deluged them with carnage and blood. Sir, na- 
tions, like individuals, who will not be instructed 
by the lessons of wisdom and experience, must be 
blind indeed, and must expect to reap in gaul and 
bitterness the harvest of their ignominy and folly. 

- Yet this is one of those beautiful systems that the 
great new-born Whig party is now struggling to 
impose upon the freemen of my country, and for a 
faithful, determined opposition to which, this Ad- 
ministration is denounced and proscribed, and the 
whole Democracy declared too illiterate and stupid 
to perceive the sublime benefits of the system. Being 
already in possession of the capital of the country, 
they wield with more dexterity and expedition those 
engines that operate most powerfully on public 
opinion. Public presses are not only by them pur- 
chased and suborned, but, with the greatest facility 
and expedition, created in every section of the 
country, to play as a battery and fortress on pub- 
lic sentiment, for the benefit of the craft; and herein 
they possess an incomparable advantage over, and 
which was unknown to, those prototype institutions 
to which those of modern date.possess such an im- 
pressive and striking analogy in all their attributes 
of operation and deception. 

There is scarcely at this time a single public 
press in the whole country, distinguished in the 
ranks of that party, that has not been set up by, or 
aided with, the facilities, or under some influence, 
of some ane bank or other, in which it is directly or 
indirecily connected; and, sir, with such a gigantic 
machine operating with an indefatigability that ne- 
ver tires, can it be marvelled at that public opinion 
should be frequently led astray, and the own, best, 
dearest interests of our country renounced? No, 
sir, no. Sir, aided by such machines,’ operating 
with the most uniform system, the odds are against 
the people and the country; and nothing can rebuke 
it, dissipate it, or exterminate it, but the intelii- 
gence of an active, enterprising, intellectual, spi- 
rited people. Its strength, as of old, lies in its deep 
and mysterions operation on public opinion, which, 
when once exposed, (like the powers of the Pope 
who would anathematize) nothing becomes more 
feeble, disgraceful, nor contemptible. Let, then, 
the people go to work to expose it; let the Demo- 
cracy be aroused, and like “dew drops from the 
lion’s mane,” will fall this incubus upon public sen- 
timent. Sir, this people cannot be enslaved, if they 
will presume to act, and judge, and think for them- 
selves. It is against the arts and devices of a most 
formidable, internal, and insinuating enemy that 


they are now called upon to sally in defence of their | 


rights. Sir, the landmarks are sufficiently chalked 
out for each party to tell upon what side they stand; 
and the true party of the people and the country 
have only to guard against foul flags and false 
names, and victory is theirs. 

I will now, Mr. Speaker, call the attention of 
the House to a few remarks that fell from the ho- 
norable gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ses- 
GEANT.] That gentleman, after an address of 
three hours or more, not more than twenty minutes 
of which he devoted to the bil! on the table, went 
into a general attack upon the measures of this and 
the preceding Administration. The honorabie 
member tells us that he was opposed to the bill be- 
cause it proposed to make paper money. This 
was certainly one of the wonders of the age, that 
that gentieman should be opposed to a measure 
because it authorized the making of paper money. 
What, a gentleman oppose) to any measure to 
make paper money, when he is sent here, almost 
solely, by an institution whose very existence de- 
pends upon its privilege to issue paper money. He 
opposed to any measure because it issues paper 
money! 


What an extraordinary attitude does- 
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that gentleman. assume, who has, and.does nowyin 
every speech that he makes, advocate the banks- in 
their most unlimited, unrestricted privilege. of 
making paper money! He opposed to paper mo~ 
ney; and how? He wishes that his idol, the Bank 
of the United States in Philadelphia, should have 
alone this privilege. He would have it to mono- 
polize the whole paper money making power, and 
the balance of the country contributing to this mo- 
nopoly. -Does this gentleman, who undertakes to 
play the “Delphin oracle” here, think that there ‘is 
not enough intelligence in the country to detect 
his flimsy designs? He would have no- other 
power or institution to make paper money but his 
own dear bank on Chestnut street! No; not even 
the Government of the people. How monstrous, 
I had liked to have said how arogant, absurd, and ' 
ridiculous. The gentleman from Philadelphia is 
the last manin this Honse that should raise his 
voice against paper money, when he contradicted, 
by every act of his life, the sincerity of his own de- 
clarations. He was the special representative of 
that interest. 

That gentleman, whenever it suited his purpose, 
was In the habit of charging the Executive and the 
whole party, with the acts and language of a par- 
ticular individual-——the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. CampreLena.] To 
thishe cbjected, as disingenuous, unreasonable, 
and unfair; and it could not be sustained by any fair, 
honorable mode of debate. He was very unwilling 
that either himself or the Administration should be 
held responsible for the acts or sentiments of any 
individual member, here or elsewhere, and. to at- 
tempt it, was a mere catch, to allure. 

The honorable member had said much about the 
interest of the people, and the friendship of the 
banks and bankers for the people. This really 
put him in mind of the Devil serving God. -The 
banks’ friendship for the people, all past and pre- 
sent history had shown, was that of the “lion for 
the lamb.” It was on the labor and interest of 
this people upon which they lived and fattened, 
and it was well for them occasionally to use to- 
wards them honeyed words, and to flatter them. 
That gentleman had held forth on this occasion, the 
same language nearly that he had in his minority 
report, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which was certainly one of the most complete 
pieces of deinagogueism, and feeble attempts to 
flatter and cajole the people for the wrongs that his 
Bank had done them, that had ever been put for- 
ward in this country. The people—the people 
the precious people—was the whole burden ot that 
gentleman’s song throughout that report, and he 
again had taken pretty much the same course in 
his remarks yesterday and to-day, He had never 
read the report without smiling at the frequent re- 
petition of the word people—people—it contained; 
and he wouid refer gentlemen to it for their espe- 
cialedification. The gentleman had again, in his 
discourse upon this subject, mounted the people. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in all conscience, I do think 
that the honorable. member bas carried on this 
farce long enough; that the especial representative 
of a bank and its interest, should “become the 
champion of the people’s rights, caps the climax of 
the ridieulous—for one who bas been in the sér- 
vice of the banks for years, to make such profes- 
sions, is adding insult to injary, and can: result 
only to the disparagement of him that attempts it. 

What, sir, dues the gentleman look upon us all 
as children? Surely he does? Else he would not 
attemptin this bare faced way to soothe u=, by pat- 
ting and pitying us, and telling us lie sti!!, be quiet 
good people; while his institutions are rabbing them 
of the last vital drop of their life’s blood, But this 
is only one of the old ways that has been resorted 


vto by “the Craft family.” To get the people to sub- 


mit to their exactions, extortion, and oppression, 
the most astounding efforts were about being 


-wade to convince the country, that the banks were 


the people; and the honorable gentlemen had taken 
the lead m this attempt, which I have not language 
to characterize respectfully. i f 

To convince the people that the banks were 
themselves, and that the interest of the banks 
Was their interest; sach was not only insulting, but 
monstrous. $t was upon the interest of the people 
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uponwh ch the banks fed; it was upon their labor 
that.they existed and enriched themselves; and it 
was the profits of their industry that they filched 
and wrang from the hands that made it. If the 
‘banks are the people, so. are your mosques, inquisi- 
tions, priesthoods, and. other abominable institu- 
dons that have for so many centuries robbed and 
‘oppressed, and impoverished mankind. . Have the 
people not been ever told, in all ages, that these in- 
stitutions of -horror. and misery were first erected 
for their especial benefit? Identical are the rea- 
sons advanced now that were then, to lull, deceive, 
cand oppress them; and every step we take, shows 
“the. existence ofsome additional analogy that bank- 
ing-institutions have to those long since founded on 
priesteraft. 

Bat Iwill again return to this gentleman and re- | 
presentative of the marble palace, who hasevinced į 
so'much sophistry and cunning to work in favor of 
the. banks, or a bank, with the people. The gen- 
tlemaa had spoken of the new era. Now new dis- 
eases, I think, have ever required new remedies. 
The existence of bankeraft was entirely unknown to 
the ancient worid—they had other modes of 
fleecing the people—and is now but partially known 
tothe modern world. Its pernicious effects have 
butrecently developed themselves amongst us; and 
consequent y, the discovery of every remedy of the 
disease, must be of the “new era.” Yes, the dis- 
covery of the whole system of free constitutional 
government, belongs to the “new era.” The 
ancientyfeudal systems of crafts and oppression may, 
however, be more palateable to the taste of that 

` genlleman, than any system of improvement of 
. modern date, or of “the new era.” - 
. ‘The honorable member had next adverted to the 
State banks, and labored with much ingenuity to 
rally them against the Government for political 
effect, He had endeavored to. excite the States, 
and alienate them from the General Government, 
first-by flattering them, and then appealing to their 
pride, and telling. them that they had been insulted 
and their rights usurped by the General Govern- 
iment, -Do gentlemen think that great States, as 
well as silly individnals, are to be caught by the 
efforts of demagogueism? Do they think to play 
off on them, without their motives and_designs 
being suspected, detected, and exposed? Yes, sir, 
they do! So litle knowledge have these city 
declaimers and Federal orators of the plain, honest 
country. people, that they sincerely believe that 
nothing imaginable is more easy than for them to 
practise aud play off upon their ignorance and 
-eredulily. . These are some of the old arts again 
attempted in anew way, to enlist the people against 
their own Government—formed, erected, and insti- 
luted: by: themsélves, equally for tne good and hap- 
piness of all... ‘The member made a great effort, at 
least: as great as he was capable of, to conjure up 
and excite the State Legislatures against the Gene- 
Tal Government. They, too, had been appealed to 
‘with ‘an intent most obviously and palpably to be 
enlisted in the cause of the banks against the peo- 
ple and their Administration. They were told by 
the honorable gentleman, with what design we all 
know, that they had been treated with contumely 
“and contempt by this Administration. Such were 
the-artifices and sophistry resorted to by that mem- 
ber to further the views-of his party, and to sustain 
the accursed system of fraud and deception by 
which his dearly beloved ‘banking institutions had 
so long,’ with impusity and arrogance, practised 
upon the people of this country. D 

Sir, what rights of the States has this Adminis- 
tration interfered with or invaded? | What insults 
has it offered to the Legislatures of these States? 
Where and when was it done? What State has 
been so debased as to have submitted thus long to 
Such ignominy? Sach declarations are foul slan-~ 
dets.upon the independence, intelligence, and pa- 
triotism of the Legislatures of these States, and the 
inemders . that, composed them, and in so many 
words, is saying, that they have been composed of 
mer heretofore-teo ignorant to have discovered it; 
‘or, if they were not ignorant, they wanted both the 
pairiotism and. independence to resist and expose 
Sach usnrpations, insults, and violations of their 
ght. Themi is a poor compliment that the mem- 
ber has:paid: these States, whose intelligence, inde- 


pendence, and patriotism he has thus attempted fo 
sport with, if not a most direct insult which he 
himself has offered to their understandings. . The 
member not only undervalues the good sense of the 
mass ofthe people, but depreciates and underrates 
the common sense, intelligence, and sagacity of the 
members of the State Legislatures, 

This. is carrying their contempt for the good 
sense of the people, a little further than usual. But 
this is “ their way.” It is the ancient rock upon 
which they have ever split—that-eternal want. of 
confidence in the intelligence of the common 
peop‘e, and overrating their own, is their bane, 
from which no age nor experience have ever been 
able to purify the aristocracy of a country. The 
effects of their gulling system have, on every 
occasion, proved temporary and ephemeral; and 
so long as enterprise and industry are left free 
from the trammels, shackles, and restraints forged 
for them by the devices and arts of the “ craft 


family,” they may never expect other than a har- 


vest of fatal disappointments, and victories as 
ephemeral as delusive. 

The honorable member [Mr. Serceant] has 
certainly laid under the greatest obligations 
to him the inert and stupid politicians of the 
great States of Virginia and New York, for whose 
tights and interest hes has affected so much sensibi- 
lity on this occasion. The policy of New York, 
and the recent acts of Virginia, the honorable 
member has dwelt on with ecstacies of delight. 
Sir, these States may feel not a litle honored 
when his motives are scanned and resolved into 
their original elements, and they may soon learn 
whether or not the whole of his speech and com- 
pliments to them, was not a recruiting concern, 
intended for the solitary design of using them to 
further his own selfish and favorite system of 
banking, and the views of that party. That mem- 
ber, on nearly every occasion, had used the word 
people forbanks. This is another analogy to the 
practice of the “priesthood,” who ever operated 
with a shelter or bearer between them and respon- 
sibility. With them the word God was profaned, 
and other deities were substituted for their own 
selfi-h purposes. lt was always for God and their 
deities that they made war, and effected the most 
oppressive exactions from a credulous, ignsrant 
people. It was for them hundreds of thousands of 
human Viclims were broiled aud burnt at the stake, 
and their estates confiscated io enrich their damn- 
able and jicadish coffers; for them, professedly, rivers 
of haman blood have been cansed to flow by these 
priestly monsters, whose examples are now about 
being followed with an exactness, in most parti- 
culars, unprecedented by any modern comparison. 
The gentleman and his party have suddenly fallen 
in love with the people—the precious people— 
whom the head of that same party so recently de~ 
nouneed with a sarcasm and indignation never to 
be forgotten by the plain, honest dealing people of 
this country, as an ignorant herd, a vulgar, ignoble 
rabble, that had gained possession of high places which 
their presence dishonored, and a war proclaimed by 
this prince of money-changers, interminable, until 
these Goths were expelled and driven out from every 
portal of your Capitol.* . 

Sir, what a beautiful moral does it not teach, to 
see two sainted brethren of the same principles, 
from the same high temp/e, laboring in the same 
cause, preaching In different places, and at diffe- 
rent times, doctrines so adverse, so inconsistent, 
so contradictory, to promote the same hely cause. 
Ou this I invoke the candid, impartial reflection of 
a liberal world. “Thou hypocrite! thinkest thou 
that man for you alon: was made?” Sir, from 
these loathing attempts the heart turns and sickens 
with disgust. 

The honorable member, again, has told us that 
the banks were unpopular, and it was deemed po- 
pular to denounce them, and indicated that Presi- 
dent Jackson, and the party that sustained him, did 
it togain popularity. This is perfectly in charac- 
ter with his other assertions, unsustained by the 
facis, contrary to experience, and unfounded in 
truth. What were the facts? what the truth? what 
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our own. experience? which no. sophistry, nor. the 
“crafts” of the cunning, cab rob as of. - j 

Up to 1832, the United States Bank.was:one of 
the most popular institutions that-had .existed in 
this or any other country; landats, hymns, and jere- 
miads were sung in every section of the country in 
its praise. ‘Then, sir, it was (I recollect it well) 
political death to question,.or to doubt even, its in- 
fallibility; to do it, faggots and stakes were imme- 
diately threatened to the political heretic, and he 
had tremblingly to whisper his dissent to the dogmas 
it contained. Then it was the most popular hobby 
that could have been mounted. No crime then to 
speak of this paragon of modern invention! Ji: 
1832 and °33, in this House, there was an immense 
majority in its favor, and a like one in the Senate. 
A bill was then passed by both Houses, by an over- 
whelming majority, in favor of its recharter, when 
the old Roman-—born to biessfhis race, to preserve 
and protect the liberties of his country-—with a mien 
undaunted, but characteristic of himself; with a 
heart that neither horrors nor threats could alarm, 
and a courage that has never failed him—threw 
himself into the breach, and waved aloft once more 
the proud banner of the Constitution, and sum- 
moned thereto the drowsy friends of Democracy, 
of equal rights, and of freedom, to arouse and rally 
to the rescue, The bill was vetoed. The Veto 
message went forth, amidst the thunders and ana- 
themas of the high priests of the craft. But, sir, 
the old Roman quailed not. He who had seen a 
little service was not to be alarmed by the disc.aarge 
of paper caronnades, Heappealed to his country- 
men for a justification of his act, and they re- 
sponded in language not to be misunderstood. 

The principles of the message were confirmed 
by the approbation of the people. The conduct of 
the Bank was investigated in every canvass in 
every State, ils dangers and corruptions expused 
and condemned by an intelligent, public; and not 
until its hideous features had been exposed, did it 
become unpopular with the people of this country. 
Its arrogant and precocious introduction into this 
hall in 1832—its entering on the political arena, 
demanding its charter to be renewed, aroused the 
people to its audacious bearing. It was done to 
produce a political effect at the time. It was to ef- 
lect the ensuing election of President Jackson, that 
its friends introduced it here, armed and equipped 
for political batie, asd it was openly and publicly 
proclaimed then on every occasion, that the veto 
had sealed forever his fate as a public man; that 
Pennsylvania, the keystone of Democracy, then 
supposed to have been held by the bank barons, 
was and would be inevitably lost to the party and 
to Jackson, and we heard then the same -cries of 
anticipated triumph that we hear now. Bat the 
Pennsylvania Democracy were of little: “sterner 
stuff,” and were neither held, nor could they be 
transfered. From that time to this, the party have 
been at work to subjugate the Democracy, and re- 
instate their minions in power. By the subor- 
nation of presses—-the extension of facilities to its 
influential friends—and the crection of branches 
of the bank in every section of the Union—and the 
creation of distress, alarms, and panics throughout 
the country. The Bank then was not originally 
unpopular, but became so by its own acts.. Such 
were the facts in relation to that subject, as I then 
did, and new understand them. 

The gentleman has boasted that the Government 
had not a dollar to discharge its debts with; it could 
not pay off its workmen, And why, let me ask 
the honorable member, did he not tell us the rea- 
son? He well knew the reason was that his fa- 
vorite banks had in their vaults the money of the 
Government, and refused to pay them out one dol- 
lar; and, sir, there is a party here that is backing 
them in their refusals to retarn the money of the 
Government, even if able to do it without creating 
distress He well knows, or ought to know, that 
the deficits of the Treasury have been brought 
about entirely by the inability of the Government 
to collect the funds due it, and deposited by law in 
other institutions—a circumstance brought about 
entirely by the operation of his most favored banks; 
and showing, most conclusively, the fatal effect 
that must result. from these institutions, when in 
connection with the Government; and yet that 
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member would rivet on the Government, and pro- 
long such a state of things. 

The member has spoken of the neglect, by the 
Government, of the industry of the country; mean- 
ing, I presume, those in the employ of his favorite 
‘panks—brokers, stockjobbers, constables, sheriffs, 
&e. 
the industry and labor of the country that every 
energy of te Government has been put forth, for 
which it bas been so virulently. denounced by those 
who neither live by labor nor industry. He, then, 


He knows well that it is for the protection of 


is at fault again in this respect, and must try ano- . 


ther gull-trap to catch innocence and ignorance. 
He said the surplus of cotton, he expected, would 
be thrown overboard and burnt by the Secretary, 
rather, than have it paid for in any thing other than 
gold and silver. Does the gentleman seriously 
think so? or was this one of his hyperboles? or did 
he intend it as grave argument for this deliberative 
body? Itevidently shows the means which men in 
high places may be induced to employ under des- 
perate circumstances, when more laudable and ho- 
norable ones are not exactly at hand. 

The member has said, many had rode -into office 
upon the war-horse of anti-bankism, and denounc- 

' Ing corporations; but he did not tell us how many 
rode into office on the shoulders of the banks, nor 
what facilities were used to get members here, nor 
how many it held by the hand after getting them 
here. 

But the honorable member is again contradicted, 
from an unfortunate quarter for him. He has said 
ihat the Bank of the United States was unpopular, 
and upon its unpopularity many rede into office. 
Here, again, is a different language, held at the 
same time, by brethren of the same church, blowing 
hot and cold to suit the appetites of those whom they 
would use. 'The honorable member from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Tintincnast] has just told us that the 
Bank of the United States was a popular institution; 
that it had ever been wiih the people; and that he 
had boldly met the question before them, and had 
put his ofponents to the rout upon that subject. 
Now, without deciding which .of the honorable 
members of the craft is in the right, I shall leave 
their consistency and political sincerity and accu- 
racy to be judged of by others. They are of the 
same church, but advocate very different doctrines 
to promote the same holy cause. I leave them in 
the hands of the country. It has been exceedingly 
amusing to me to witness the chameleon course of 
the honorable Representative of the palace in 
Chestnat strect. 
priest and expounder of constitutional law, strictly, 
as spoken and delivered by the oracles of the tem- 
ple, and the next moment swelling his voice, and 
crying aloud—the people-~the people—their voice 


should be heard, with’an appeal to. the worst and | 


lowest of passions: law, Constitution, ancient in- 
stitutions and all, all are to be disregarded when 
‘the people speak. Sir, are not such human incon- 
sistencies ominous of something more monstrous? 
No, sir: itis the wonted means by which the eraft 
has ever worked their way into power, and retain- 
ed an ill-gotten ascendancy over the sturdy sons 
of labor and toil. 


At one moment playing the high- ` 


‘The gentleman's repugnance to the sight of gold } 


and silver, gives him the hydrophobia. The whole 
idea of such a currency is ridiculed and denounced 
by him as impracticable, anda ridiculous experi- 
ment, notwithstanding the evidence of all ancient 
and modern history to the contrary. The same 
party denounced, in the same way, the whole theory 
of this free Democratic Republican form-of Go- 
vernment, in its origin, under which we now live, 
as an impracticable and dangerous experiment, be- 
cause-the enlightened principles of freedom, justice, 
and equality, upon which it is founded, were sub- 
versive and destructive to the grinding and ertor- 
tionate principles of aristocracy, by which their 
hierarchical crafts can alone be sustained. They 
foresaw this in the origin of our free Government, 
and they foresee now the enlightened principles 
that are, ere long, to sap the very foundations of 
their system of benkeraft and extortions; to sustain 
which members of the same family, advocates of 
the same abominations, are driven to advocate 
different principles and hold different language at 
the same and diferent times. Such are the politi- 
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cal effects of a dilemma so torturing and inextrica- 
ble. . 

But I do not propose to dwell much longer upon 
the remarks of the member from Philadelphia. I 
think I have already shown a sufficient “leaven to 
leaven the whole.” : f 


The honorable member, however, has informed 


us that Treasury notes were money; because, says 
he, you can pay your debts with them, ‘and he was 
opposed:to them for that reason. ‘Now what do 
the people pay their debts atthis time in, if not in 
bank notes of different kinds? What aid they pay 
their debts in before the Revolution? Do we not 
then know that tobacco, and other articles, were 
made receivable for debts in many of the States, 
and particularly in Virginia? Let him ask the 
honorable gentleman on his left [Mr. James Gar- 


LAND.] | 


Various articles at different times, in different 
States, as well as nations, have been taken in li- 
quidation of debts; yet, none ever thought of their 
being considered money. Such an objection is too 
shallow fur serious argument. The gentleman 
seems disposed to think that nothing should be 
taken in payment of debts, but United States Bank 


notes, and whether money or rags, depends upon” 


the nod of one man. He also brought up 
the old bugbear, which was used with but 
litle effect at the last session by any hon- 
orable Senator [Mr.. Wessrzr}] from Massa- 
chusetts, of continental money, and declared in 
the true oracular langnage, that Treasury notes 
would be in a short time what Continental money 
was; they had as. well told us that every other 
bank note would in time have been the same, for 
there was just as much. resemblance in the one as 
the other. The same. objections were made to ‘the 
issue of Treasury notes, by the same party, under 
another name, during or immediately after the last 
war; and the same identical predictions made, 
and with what truth the history of thé Govern- 
mentshows. Such arguments are mere bugbears 
and bugaboos, intended solely for panics, but 
which should alarm only children under their teens. 
Such, sir, isthe character of the most of the argu- 
ments used by the honorable member from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Szrcesntr] andin his minority re- 
port is the most feedle attempt to sustain his cor- 
rupt and rotten institutions by catchwords, sophis- 
tic arguments, and demogogueism that I have ever 
witnessed in this or any other deliberative body; 
and I hazard nothing in asserting it, that the in- 
telligent practical people will decide itso upon a 
candid impartial view of them, and here will take 
leave of the honorable member and his remarks on 
this subject. 

I will now say a word or two to a few ob- 
servations that fell from the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, (Mr. Tintrncuast.} This gentleman has 


‘enlisted as one of the new oracles and prophets 


of the craft. This gentleman, in doleful sounds 
and lugubrious vaticinations, tells us that all is 
wrong, and all must end in wreck and ruin, unless 
the Government will listen to the melody of his 
voice. The House is wrong; the committee are 
wrong; they have not given the’bill the right name; 
it is intended for another purpose than that for 
which it purports to be. 


belong more particularly to those from the high 
temple to do such things, which may be, however 
properly, unecciesiastically done by others, ‘who 
may not have been vested with those high func- 
tions. This gentleman, too, leaving the subject, 
seems to have thought of little else than-the-United 
States Bank and its interest. Poor people! little 
does the honorable member seem to have thought 
of them or their interest, and scarcely gives them a 
passing notice, so eager is he in defence of the 
great Bank. .He too has renewed the old ery of 
“ war against the banks.” I had thought that this 
had become too stale longer to answer the purpose 
of deception, even.. If it is intended for home con- 
sumption, let me tell the gentleman that the people 
whom he represents must be much behind -the 
times, and weighed down by superstition and impo- 
sitions of the craft, for it to.have much effect with 
them. What, sir! War against the banks! how 


absurd! how ridiculous! how insulting <to -the in- : 


Now will the gentleman _ 
be so kind as to christen it properly, as it may’ 
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jured people of this nation! What: war? © For. the 
Government to beg to be separated from the banks, 
- and to be let alone -by them? Is this- your war? 
Has not the Government done every thing in its 
power to accommodate and appease them? Is-it 
not at this very time doing it? : 
Or, is it war against the ‘banks -for the Govern- 
ment to resolve no ‘longer. to be preyed upon-at the 
mercy of these Shylock ‘institutions? “Is. it war 
against the banks for Government to endeavor to 
stay their grinding extortions and. exactions from 
the industry and labor of the country? -Fs this bill 
a part of that war now, which is towait with them 
and to indulge them; to enable them with conve- 
nience to pay what they justly owe to this Govern- 
ment, and wrongfully detain from its use? . What 
shameful ingratitude towards the most indulgent of 
Governments! How audacious and insulting to 
the people, whom they have robbed and put at 
defiance!, j l 
Sir. in human . impudence and. arrogance they 
stand without a parallel. If there is a war, it is 
emphatically a war ‘of the banks against'the Go- 
vernment and the labor and industry of ‘the coun- 
try, which -has been carried on for years indis- 
guise, It is-an effort on the part of the banks to 


subjugate this proud and once freest Government 
on earth, and make. it nod in servile submission to 
the mercenary will and interest of a single pam- 
pered and arrogant institution, which has: entered 
and besieged your very Capitol, and made battle 
with you for. the power of the Government on 
both floors of your: Congress. ee ` 
« The gentleman :has spoken of the dangers of 
popular commotion. Well may he and his clique 
have an eye`to that. The- proud spirit of. indepen- 
dence and generous love ‘for freedom isnot -yet 
. Subdued in all sections of this country, nor is it in 
the power of priesteraft, kingcraft, or bankeraft, to 
place this yoke of ignominy and corruption around 
their necks, without exciting popular indignation 
as well as commotion, -pregnant with revenge, if 
not with death. 

Sir, let me tell him the people have been tam- 
pered with already too much by these hypocritical, 
cunning, crafty, institutions. Much have they 
borne of long suffering and patience. They have 
not only been supporting with food and raiment 
your unproductive drones in. society, but have been 
turned on by them, aùd insulted as ignoble, ignorant 
herds, that should be driven from your Capitol and 
the high places they dishonor. x 

Gentlemen should not presume too much upon 
the ox-like forbearance of a high spirited noble 
minded people; and let me invoke them not to op- 
press them too far, nor to rely too much upon their 
systems of cunning and craft, to keep. up the de- 
lusion, and to hold them in bondage. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now notice some of the re- 
marks of the amiable, modest, and forbearing gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, who sets nearest to me 
on my left (Mr. Brppir,] whose-mild and amiable 
disposition never permits him to speak of one 
that he hates, “unkind things.” à i 

He too has had but little to say on the subject 
of the bill before the House, bat has launched off 

‘into a discursive electioneering harangue intended, 
no doubt, to operate on the good people of, Penn- 
sylvania. He has performed but the usual duties 
of his office, and anathematized, and prepared, no 
doubt, as he thought the Secretary of your Treasury 
for the guillotine,of popular indignation. He informs 
us that the Secretary, with others of his party, must 
go down. to posterity, as the most miserable and 
wicked mercenaries; and entertained‘us’ with an 
amusing dialogue between the-Secretary and the 
laborers in the service of the-Government. The 
‘fiction has been drawn with great exactness, to suit 
the taste of those. reckless squads of idlers, who 
- would delight most in the reality of the scene; and 
give pleasure alone to those bank myrmidons, who 
rejoice at such a state of things; and none, sir, none 
more than the partienlars and intimates. of the 
honorable member, whose tastes he so well nnder- 
stands, and seems so carefully. to have-consulted. in 
the pictures he has drawn to fancy. = . 
The starving laborer,: he: tellsusy goes to Mr. 
. Woodbury, and demands his:pé a receives for 


answer. that be.has-no.mone 
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bankrupt; and there the gentlemen stops the dia- 
logue. : . $ 

Now, why did he not give us the full benefit of 
his picture, so well drawn to the taste and liking of 
those for whom it was manufactured? Why not tell 
us, if trath was his object, what might have been the 
troe, and only true, reply, that in such a state of 
things could, or had they then have happened? Why 
not have said that the Secretary’s reply could have 


been, “Sir, the money of the Government was | 
deposited by an act of Congress in the banks, and | 


they will not let us have out one dollar. We have 
money due from our merchants and States, that 
cannot be collected in consequence of the conduct 
of the banks, and we cannot at this moment 


get hold of it; but we will give you our notes, with | 


the plighted faith’of the Governmentto be redeemed 
in specie at such a date.” Now, sir, what patriot, 


what friend of his country, could have, at such an | 


offer, raised a murmur? None, sir, none. but-your 


bank bought hirelings and palace minions, whose | 
joy and transport are never so great-as when this | 


country is oppressed, and the people threatened 
with embarrassment and distress.. Sir, from al! 
participation, sympathy, .or fellowship with such a 
party, may God deliver me now, henceforth, and 
for ever. 

The gentleman says they have tried to relieve 
the Government from the sarcasm of the newspa- 
pers. From the sarcasm of what!—of his own 
papers—papers that have been established and 
suborned, and extended facilities to, for that espe- 
cial purpose? ‚With whom can the sarcasms of 
such have any effect, except with the light-fingered 
tribe, who live by their cunning and craft, and 
who, viulture-like, watch to pounce upon the profits 
of the industrious and laboring man with a view 
of feathering and decorating their own nests. Sir, 
I, in the name of the people—of the honest labo- 
rers of this country—of the Government of the 
people, and not that of the banks, defy their sar- 
casms. They can have no effect here or elsewhere, 
when their intent and designs are known; their en- 
tire strength is in the deception and imposition with 
which they practice on the credulity and ignorance 
of the public. f Ai 

Te gentleman next tells us that there were cer- 
tain filthy parrots that were always crying banks! 
banks! etc. Now, sir, that member should be the 
last on this floor to rebuke any bird for crying in 
filthy notes, unless, by the Jong custom of monopolising 
by bis feathered tribe, ne would exclusively appro- 
priate this filthy practice to himself and a few such 
associates. But, says the gentleman, he deals not 
in personalities, and with a most delicate allusion to 
a recent event, tells us that others might now seek 
to doit with impunity. . Does the gentleman mean 
this as a threat to awe and intimidate the cowardly 
Democracy from boldly repelling. his unfounded 
charges and ridiculons fictions? If so, he may find 


himself mistaken, and some of the plain Demo- | 


rats less submissive than might be palatable to the 
delicate taste of the honorable member. Butas to 
his personalities. He has surely given to the 
House a new idea on that subject; for though that 
member may think (from habit, perhaps) that he 
and his few friends. have the exclusive right to 
abuse others and their principles, and denounce 
all that as yet may be uncontaminated by the spe- 
cial facilitics of his idol, that he is really not per- 
sonal, because he claims itas a right. Yet, sir, 
there are others here with equal rights, who, in de- 


fiance, will view this conduct in a most unquestion-. 


able and different light. If that gentleman be not 
personal in the extreme, then we have none so in 
this House. - O - 
What, sir, has been his charge against the hono- 
rable member from South Carolina? [Mr. Ruerr.] 
Was there no personality in that?. What liberal. al- 
luvion has he made towards the new converts, as 
he is pleased to call them? I disdain to attempt the 
defence of the honorable member from South Ca- 
rolina, while he is so much more ‘able to defend 
himself. His course has been such as will meet the 
approbation of every disinterested patriot ın the: 
land, who has been unseduced by the foul and 
contaminating influence of bankeraft. Sir, it was 
his home thrusts, tbe thrilling truths ‘that he pro- 


claimed to reluctant ears, that brought honorable- 
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members on their feet. It was the plain, practical 
truths that he announced, that rung like a death- 
knell in the ears of those emissaries of - Mammon, 
in whose blind pursuit they had lost all sight of 
the power of those upon whom they preyed. They 
will like nothing that is to awaken the injured and 
suffering multitudes whom they have wantonly 
robbed by the most grinding oppressions and exac- 
tions. Sir, they should be thankful for-the advice 
that they have received from the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina, and to justice to his mo- 
tives; but they will not: they are too arrogant for 
advice, and too much bent on humbling your Go- 
vernment to their power, to be influenced by the 
warning voice of truth or reason. 

The member from Pennsylvania has arraigned a 
distinguished individual, who is now a member of 
the other body of this Congress, [Mr. Catnoun,] 
and denounced, in most. unmeasured terms, the 
course that he has conceived it his duty to pursue 


in relation to the great measures now pending be- 


fore Congress. Let me say to that member, and 
to the world, that had not that distinguished man 
pursued the identical. course that he has in relation 
to those subjects, he would -have been justly ob- 
noxious to the charge that he has preferred. ° Had 
he acted otherwise, he would have been recreant to 
every principle heretofore . considered. sacred and 
essential to the prosperity and preservation of 
southern institutions. ‘He would have been guilty, 
from mere party considerations, of bartering for a 
mere mess of pottage, all that our fathers have 
heretofore held to them more dear than life. This 
he could not, he dare not have done, without in- 
curring the black and damning guilt of treason to 
the South, treason to the Democracy, treason to all 
those high and disinterested principles which it bas 
ever been the pride of his friends to allow him to 
possess. Then how could he have acted differently, 
withoat forfeiting this high character, and delving 
in party malice and rancor for low revenge, at the 
great sacrifice of the dearest rights, interests, and 
liberties of this people? Nor would his luminous 
and enlightened mind permit him to be seduced and 
played offon by the petty arts and crafts that hold in 
bondage, and wield to their purposes, minds of 


| 


lesser calibre. No, sir: if they would seduce and | 


suborn men to their unholy. offices, let them look 
out for those composed of less materials; and of 
more supple and pliant integrity. i 

The gentleman. has spoken of the zeal of new 
converts. With regard to principie, I deny that 
there has been any change in the party to which he 
alludes. - The great State rights party are precisely 
now where they have ever been; and their acting to- 
gether on this or any other occasion, presupposes 
no abandonment of principles which, to them, have 
ever been paramount to every personal considera- 
tion, local or temporary. About men they have 
differed, and may and will differ. 

I never have believed that there was any mate- 
rial difference in principle between the State rights 
party and the Administration party; and the schism 
that took place between General Jacxson and Mr. 
Caruoun, I have ever thought, was merely person- 
al. The latter felt it his duty to oppose his Execu- 
tive usurpations: he did so, as he no doubt consci- 
entiously believed. The causes of that opposition 
have now ceased, and of course the effect should 
cease with it. That gentleman, then, is exactly 
where he was in 1828; and the great cause of com- 
plaint is, that those of the craft have not been able 
to seduce cr force him from his principles, by an 
effort to excite his prejudice against a party with 
whom, by mere accident, he had been thrown in 
conflict: In this, however easily effected with 
smaller men, they have failed with him. Sir, this 
is the true clue to the bitter denunciations of the 
man on whom they have been unable to operate 
by their arts, to use and seduce to effect their pur- 
poses of extortion, exaction, and legal plunder. - — 

It is one of the oldest practices of the craft-fra- 
ternity, from the earliest ages, to ery and. hunt 
down all those who have been too virtuous, too pa- 
triotic, and too intelligent to be seduced and corrupt- 
ed by their arts. ‘Phe cry of schismatics and here- 
tics, and tortures and crucifixions, has scarcely 
ceased to ring on our ears from those whose habit 
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it has ever been to reign by the deceptions which 
they practice on the credulous and ignorant. ch 

One word more as to new converis;, Here. the 
gentleman would’ again monopolize... Does he 
think, even if it were so, that ‘no. party’ has. the: 
right to receive new-born converts but. his own? 
What are his Conservative friends? ~ What. his dis-. 
tinguished and leading friends from ‘Tennessee, 
(Mr. Bett] and the Tennessee allies ‘which -he* 
brings to the assistance of his Federal plalanx?. 
How delighted has he been with the denunciations 
from that quarter of the conduct of that war-worn 
soldier, whom Tennessee—yes, once Democratic Re- 
publican Tennessee—delighted to. honor, but who 
now, since the formation of her new alliances, can 
find none, sir, none to do honor to the services of 
that veleran soldier, enlightened and inflexible 
statesman, Andrew Jackson, who has contributed 
more to elevate the character of Tennessceans, 
and place around their names a halo of glory and 
renown that shall be forgotten only when the histo- 
ry is lost that records the deeds of the valor of her . 
sons, as perhaps ever will live again. Sir, oft-has 
this brought me to reflect, on my pillow, amidst 
the gloom of midnight, on the lessons that I haye 
been taught in early youth, of the black, cruel in- 
gratitude of States and Republics. How early, 
how forgetful of the noblest deeds of the. greatest 
and best of benefactors! , 

Sir, were I this day a Tennesseean, my face 
wonld crimson at the name of ingratitude, and my 
heart bleed in sadness to witness the incidents that 
are passing before me; but there are Tennesseeans 
who must feel more than I feel—must have seen 
more than I have seen of this subject, and to them 
I leave it. : ; i 

Mr. Speaker, the times are rife in enormities ; 
there is little telling what another day may not 
bring forth. France—revolutionary France—had _ 
her Dantons and Robespierres, by whosé machina- . 
tions and contrivances she was deluged with the 
best blood of her most patriotic and devoted citi- 
zens; and, sir, all, all for office, for power, and for 
place, were thousands of human butcheries perpe- 
trated before the eyes of a civilized world; and, 
sir, by what ‘means effected? when reason, that 
‘great lamp and luminary of human safety, re- 
volted at the execution: of the deed. What, sir, 
was then resorted to, to effect their purpose by 
these incarnate fiends? Just such, sir, as has been 
exhibited on this floor: Caricatures—caricatures— 
when failing by reason to convince, and would 
excite to action the most debased and damnable 
passions of guilt and corruption. We have just 
seen for the first time exhibited here on the floors . 
of Congress, caricatures of continental bills and 
Treasury notes, waved on high for the purpose 
of excitement, when truth and reason had failed to 
do the office: 

Sir, the signs are portentous, and grave men 
should pause ere it be too late to divert the match 
that would enkindle the explosion, the horrors. of 
which might visit us, alike indifferent to age or to 
sex. I would turn from this scene with a heart 
sickened with disgust, but another circumstance 
strikes me, which I will relaté for the benefit of 
my Southern friends. The Abolitioaists, to effect, 
too, their fiendish and abominable purposes, have 
resorted to identically the same means. Ata loss 
for reason, truth, or justice, these demons of dis- 
cord and of blood have resorted to their caricatures, 
where Southern planters and slaveholders are 
held up as monsters incarnate, who delight alone 
in the torture and oppression of their fellow-beings; 
and our slaves depicted, by caricatures, in every 
attitude of entreaty and. mercy, writhing under the 
agonies of the bitter yoke of slavery. Sir, this has ` 
been done to arouse to madness the vulgar and the 
ignorant, to enlist them in the ranks of the era- 
For months and years have 
their papers been filled with such foul and loath- 
some representations of our first and purest men of 
the South. This is one of the nice examples to be 
followed up by the pure spirits of Whiggery. Sir, 
the old adage has been, “Any port in a siorm;” but 
with the Whigs it is any thing for excitement and 
effect, “come weal or wo,” or desolation dire to the 
country, that they would rain or rule; such is 
their insane, maddening thirst for office, for power, 
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and for place. From them the South has now but 
little else to expect than plunder and blood, or 
chains. Then let them go i} we will look to our- 
selves and our own resources. l 

A word to the honora:le member [Mr. Sourn- 
cate] from Kentucky, who with some zeal address- 


ed the House on this subject; and I ‘shall have | 


ceased to notice what of rancor and madness have 
fallen from the Opposition in this debate. 

This gentleman has denounced the office holders 
as horse-leeches aud blood suckers. I could com- 
mend to the gentlemen, that striking fable of the 
fox and the swallow; its moral may not be very in- 
applicable to the present occasion. ‘Drive not off 
those, (said the witty reynard to the swallow,) whose 
appetites are gorged and filled, for there are others 
waiting, more lank and hungry, thirsting for blood, 


to fill whom might exhaust my already depleted | 


veins.” 


Ay, sir, there are already lank-and hungry ex- . 


pectant office hunters and seekers in wait tor the 


spoils, for which they have so long yearned,and en- | 


vied others the possession of. 


itis that possession, ; 


let me tell the gentleman from-Kentucky, that is | 
the head and front of their greatest, blackest, and | 
abominable crimes—it is the office—the office—the | 


office with its spoils, that I want before I can be 
reconciled to this or any other Adminis'ration. Can 
there exist a Government without office holders? 
I doubt it, unless we revolutionize this Govern- 
ment, aod have a pure monarchy, and would all-be 
ruled by the will or caprice of one man; else offi- 
cers and office holders we must have, and surely 
the freemen of America are not yet so much hum- 
bled by bank dicta as to be ripe fora monarchy, and 
expel their office holders; this [ cannot, nor will not, 
torture myselfinto the belief of. Perhaps gentlemen 
are nof aware of the extent to which their ultra doc- 
tines lead. 


Į will now call the attention of the House, for a | 


few moments longer, to what I conceive to be the 
merits and objects of the bill en your table, which 
has been so much denounced and violenuy opposed 
by the Opposition in this House. It has been jn- 
troduced with an intention of relieving both the 
Government and the people. This is the merit to 
which itis entitied, if it answers the purpose of its 
friends, It isintended to relieve the merchants that 
are indebted to Government, by enabiing it to give 
further indulgence to them. tt is intended, also, 
to aid the Bank of the United States—that hidrous 
monster of mgratitude and corruption. It is intended 
as arelief to the deposite banks, by allowing them 
further indulgence, and thereby ta enable each to 
grant further indulgence to the people who may be 
their debtors, and to enable the States to refund the 
amounts loaned them, without producing distress or 
embarrassment to the country. i 

Such are the objects of this bill, that has met the 
bitterest opposition and vilest denunciations from 
the Opposition, the self-styled Whigs, as a war 
against the banks. Bat for this attempt to indulge 


and give relief to all that are interested, there would | 


have been no necessity for this measure. If the 
Government was to proceed to collect its dues, it 
would inevitably bring about that state of distress, 
embarrassment, and rain, that has been so often 
predicted, and no doubt, in my mind, so greatly 
desired by the friends of the banks and the ene- 
mies of the Government. Nothing, in my judg- 


ment, would give them more pleasure than to see | 
It would, for ; 
the first time, male them all prophets, by realizing | 
Sir, this the Govern- | 


this altempted by the Government. 


their wishes and predictions. 
ment cannot be forced to do, either by the threats 
or machinations of its enemies. 

At this moment, this Government, which has 
been so often tauntingly deneunced as bankrupt, 
insolvent, and without a dollar, has the following 
sums due to its Treasury: 


Due on merchants’ bonds, about - $7,000,000 
From the United States Bank - 6,000,000 
From the deposite banks - - 5,060,000 
From loans to the States - « 28,000,000 


Making an aggregate amount of $45,000,000 
It will be seen there is due from the Bank of the 
United States — - - - $5,000,000 
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And from the de osite banks es 

_ Making an aggregate amount of 11,000,000 
More by $1,000,000 than. ihe whole amount of 
Treasury notes that are proposed to be issued for 
the relief of the country. Then if the banks had 


not failed to have performed their offices, as public | 


agents, there would have been neither necessity nor 
apology for the bill of relief whichis now before 
this House. If the Government has been embar- 
rassed, it bas been effected by the sole action of the 
banks, and is attribatable to both their faithless- 
ness and inefficiency, as public agents; yet, with all 
this odium attached to them, as the sole authors of 
all the mischief that has befallen us. by their sys- 


tem of deception, and priesteraft policy, they have - 


never failed to shuffle it. off on the Government, 
and thus divert public attention from the mischiefs 
they themselves have effected, by charging it to the 
acts of the Government. : 

The next question is, shall we issue these notes, 
or borrow the money, which is now required for 
immediate use, or to force the Government to col- 
lect immediately its dues from the merchants, the 
States, the deposite banks, and the. Bank of the 
United States. That the issue of Treasury notes is 
the most appropriate and remedial course there can 
not be a question seriously entertained by any, 
whose object is in good faith, apart from party con- 
siderations, to assist the Government in its relief of 
the people conuected with those great interests. 
Sir, collection is out of the question, and the risk 
and expenses and uncertainty of borrowing, and 
the unnecessary creatinga national debt when we 
have the money due the Treasury, to the amount 
of forty-five million of dollars, and know not how 
soon we may be able to collect a sufficiency for 
the purposes required, it does appear to me, would 
not only be impolitie in the extreme, but the height 
of madness to adopt; and which could only find fa- 
vor, at this time, in the blindness and rancor of 
the most reckless party spirits. 

But, sir, this has been made too manifest by 
others, for me to dwel on now. This subject has 
been investigated in another branch of this body, 


(the Senate of the United States,) in a most mas- 


terlp manner. There the Opposition have been 
met, man to man; and the great Ajax of their party 
has been foiled and routed upon every subject of- 
the finances of the country. 

In point of argument, I believe their best friends 


| and most ardent partisans think them defeated, 


overwhelmed, and routed, horse, foot, and dra- 
goons. ` The policy of these measures has been so 
clearly demonstrated in that body, that it would be 
supererogation in me to attempt now to go into 
their examination, with a view of adding any thing 
new. The reasons for, and objections to them, are 
before the people; and they will, if they have not 
already, decided on their merits. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now notice. a singie charge 
against the friends of this bill, of being arbitrary in 
wishing an early action on the measure. To show 
with what an ill mien, and awkward. one, the 
charge of arbitrary power comes from the gentle- 
men of that body, I beg to have the journals of 
the House read in re‘atioa to the motion made.to 
lay the Independent Treasury bili, that was lately 
sent us from the Senate, on the table, immediately 
on its introduction into this House, without refe- 
rence, or allowing its friends one moment to dis- 
cuss or even examine it, either in principle or de- 
tail. [Objections being raised, immediate- 
ly cries from all quarters of the Opposition, “No, 
no, no,” were heard, and the SpraxEr was about 


| putting the question on the reading of the jour- 


nals.] When Mr. B. said, I will withdraw the re 
quest, sir, since my purpose has been fully effected, 
by nearly the whole party objecting to hear their 
names read out, who voted, with an undivided 
phalanx, to lay that bill, under such circumstances, 
on the table, without giving to its friends one 
minute to examine or discuss it. Twas aware that 
this objection would be made. I knew that gen- 
tlemen would be unwilling to sit quiet and hear 
their inconsistency published to the world without 
remonstrating against it. Yes, sir; these are the 
men who now gibe and prate about arbitrary 


power, ever ready to blow hot or-cold, as best. suits 


6,000,000 TT 


the purp 


urposes. of iheir party, or-their own, 
-hience. 


‘This shows the character of ‘th 


Such as this, connected with other: acts _ 
daring, has often led me.1o-say, that I shou! 
be at all astonished at any, course they. might por 
sue, here or elsewhere, ahd'that they were prepared 
for avy sort of a revolution or bloodshed, toget 
themselves’ into office. Their whole thirst‘is. for 
‘power and place; and but for the intelligence, pa- 
triotism, and virtue of our people, they would long 
since have had this. mighty Republic involved in. 
the. most devastating and bloody revolution; to ef- 
fect which, it has long been my deliberate and can- 
did opinion that the leaders of that party have been 
prepared, and have waited only for the sanction of- 
the people, to aitempt it. We have heard already, 
from high quarters, the invocation of “war, pesti- 


ence, and famine,” rather than a continued exclu- 


sion from office and from power. With such. feel- 
ings and sentiments have they enlisted thousands of 
hungry expectant hordes under their banners, only 
wailing theripening of public opinion by misrepre- 
sentation and corruption, to sanction the. perpetra- 
zion of their deeds. i : 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
REMARKS OF MR. PICKENS, 


Or Sourn CAROLİNA, 

In the House of Representatives, June 19, 1833.—The 
bill to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
tranfer, and disbarsement of the pubiic revente, 
being under consideration in Committee of the 
Whole on the staie of the Union, `." 

Mr. PICKENS rose and said: 

Mr. Caairman : In the remarks which I propose 
to address to this, committee, it will be. my object 
and desire to avoid dwelling on those topics that 
I urged on a former occasion when this Subject’ 
was under consideration, and also to avoid, as lar 
as possible, touching upon those points which have 
been elaborated with so much ability on a recent 
occasion in the other end of this capitol. — `% 

The provisions of the bill under consideration 
are plain and: simple. Its leading traits are, ist, 
to separate the Government from all bank agency 
in the collection and disbursement of its revenues ; 
2d, to collect gradually, in smali portions, through 
a term of about seven years, those revenues m the 
constitutional currency of the country. Ji: pio- 
poses, in the execution of this design, to use four 
principal receivers, with moderate salaries, and 
nine additional clerks, with salaries not to exceed 
two thousand dollars each. It secures their fath- 
falness by ample bonds and security. It makes it 
‘a crime for any of them to use directly or indirectly 
any of the public ‘moneys, except under the direc- 
tions of law, and punishable with fine and im- 
prisunment and the forfeiture of bonds. The whole 
appropriation required to provide proper places. for 
the safe-keeping and disbursement. of the money, 
is the sam of $10,000, and the annual cost, salaries 
and all, will but little exceed $25,000. These ate 
the features of this bill. And now, I would ask, 
where are the monstrous forms ia which it has been 
clothed? Is it a crime for this Government 
honesily to take care of its own revenues?. Has it 
come to this, that we dare not throw off the agency 
of banks without incurring their denwhciation, and 
the bitter curses of a thousand-presses that live and 
flourish under. the patronage- flowing from their 
stupendous and seducing system? Did the fathers 
of our Constitution ever dream that this Govern- 
ment which they were forming was necessarily to 
be made dependent upon corporations which were 
to spring wp in so short a time in every State and 
Territory of this republic? One of the great and 
leading objects of its framers, was tu relieve this 
Government from this dependence for revenue 
upon the States, which formerly existed under the 
old articles of confederation. And the clamor now 
is, not that we propose to make our revenue inde 
pendent of the States, but of the moneyed corpora: 

tions of the States. gee 
We ate surely in a singular position. | Genier - 
men. who are imbued with feeling ‘and sympaty. 
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ior the banking system, and who have been inthe 
habit of tracing our prosperity to its influence, have 
become rabid with indignation and bitterness un- 
der the idea that the Government is waging war 
upon it. Sir, they only view the surface of things. 
Look abroad for a moment upon. the world, 
and contemplate daily events. That reform which 
is now moving the. deep foundations of despotism 
throughout Europe—that skepticism, as it were, in 
relation to all those dogmas which hzve-so long 
held a sway over the human intellect—that close 
investigation which belongs to the age—ail, all, 
are producing the most profound impressions, The 
Government is only impelled on under circum- 
stances, over which it can now have but little con- 
trol. It is the spirit of the age moving upon the 
face of society. : 

Let not gentlemen push cn in their mad career 
and demand too much. . If they do, as certain as 
destiny, they. will finally produce a revolution, 


which wili overwhelm every banking institution in ` 


its desolating fury. Let them. pause and ‘secure 


their present position, before they rush fatally into | 


that. which is worse. Whatever triumphs of the 
day may appear to the contrary, it will be but a 
temporary check. The spirit of a great and free 
peope is at work on the subject, and to attempt to 
heck] reform in the banking and credit system at 
this late day, is as vain ‘as to- chain the fretted tor- 
rent on the precipice. Gentlemen may be deceived 
by: appearances. True we havea drained and de- 
Yanged Treasury; the Executive Government, di- 
vorced and separated from banks as fiscal agents 
by recent events, is shorn of much of its power 
and patronage, and appears prostrate under the 
bitter war waged upon it by almost a thousand 
banks. On the other side, we see combined the 
resources of at least one hundred millions of dol- 
lars, with men of talents, and energy, and undying 
activity, and the bright. prospects of success and 
triumph opening upon the fature. With them the 
road to wealth, and power, and distinction seems 
clear and broad. These evenis are well calculated 
to make the timid waver and the doubtful falter. 
. But, sir, these things have no terrors or temptation 
for me. I look with abiding confidence to the 
redeeming spirit of a free and enlightened country. 
_. Mr. Chairman, much has been said in eulogy of 
the credit system. Sir, I concur in that eulogy to 
a certain extent. The modern System is to make 
credit supply the place of capital almost entirely. 
There is, no. doubt, a vast increase of the resources 
and comforts of society by banks and capitalists 
_ loaning their credits to aid those who are without 
credit, in the purchase of property—and thus ex- 
citing enterprise. We see through this operation 
many gigantic schemes of modern society, which 
seem to have given a new hfe to the world; but 
while we look at this bright side, let us not forget 
to contemplate the dependence and obligations thus 
created, and the fearful power whichis thereby add- 
ed to those institutions-and those men who manage 
and control this credit. H gives them the main- 
springs of life, and enables them to touch the ten- 
derest fibres which vibrate through the whole body 
_ politic. To this have nothing to say, so long as 
its operation is confined to the business wants and 
commercial enterprise of the community, But 
when this interest seeks to become allied with the 
Government, and demands that credit and circula- 
tion shall te received and treated as money, then it 
becomes. a grave political questioun, involving the 
highest principles of liberty.. The whole object is, 
not only tu use their own credit, which they have 
an undoubted right to, but, alsc, to subsidize the 
credit of the Government to their operations, and’ 
for their benefit. This itis which has heretofore 
produced an unnatural expansion in the credit sys- 
tem, and widened the circulation, beyond demands, 
in the actual business of the country. 

A sound credit system, not stimulated by a con- 
nection with Government, but limited by the com- 
petition and enterprise of individuals, or banks up- 
on a safe basis, is the life of civilized society. But 
when it becomes stimulated and expanded by the 
artificial fiscal action of Government,-then it be- 
comes dangerous, and throws the business and the 
property of the country under the control of the 
speculating and the profligate. The whole frame 


of the body politic then grows bloated and excited, 
which. finally ends in convaision and paralysis. 
This is. the credit system that I war upon, as vi- 
cious and dangerous in the extreme. ~- 

Mr. Chairman, much has been said of the sub- 


` lime merits of the banking system, as the trae 


source of modern prosperity and power; and Spain 
and Turkey have been held up to us as examples 
of hard money Governments, while England has 
been painted in a!l the giowing colors of fancy, by 
way of contrast. In looking over the debates which 
took place some years since, in favor’ of the re- 
stricuve system, I find precisely the same lan- 
guage used, and the same countries held up in con- 
trast, to exhibit the sublime merits of the “‘prohibi- 
tory policy.” They seem to be the same speeches 
thatare how delivered, except that every thing in 
the prosperity of England was then atiributed to 
the restrictive system, while now ít is to the bank- 
ing system. Such a loose range of thought as 
this is only calculated to widen the field of decla- 
mation, and enable some to gather the ornaments 
that adorn a brilliant imagination. Sir, itis a mise- 
rabie-and contracted idea to attribute the prosperity 
of England to her banking system, Nolit arises 
from the fact that she has the noble inheritance of 
the common: law, which throws its broad shield 
over every human being who treads upon British 
soil; it arises from the fact that her people swear 
upon the” Holy Evangelists, and are capable of en- 
joying personal liberty; it is because she can pro- 
duce her Hampdens, and her Sydneys, who have 
the moral courage to perish upon a principle. 
These are the causes which have developed her 
vast resources—enabled her to stretch her power 
across the four quarters of the habiiable globe, and 
exhibit the moral grandeur of Christian civilization 
united with physical prowess, in such wenderful 
combination as to command the study and the ad- 
miration of the world. When England is quoted 
as an example for us to follow and imitate, to 
make it suitable, you must first make us a consoli- 
dated nation, with a Government equal in power 
to the omnipotence of parliament. What may do 


for a very conipact people under one Government, . 


may be unsuited to an extensive territory, embrac- 


ing all varieties.of interests, with twenty-six, sepa- | 


rate Governments. England has an annual re- 
venue of $250,000,000, and disbursements to make 
in all parts of the world. What may be a neces- 
sary fiscal system to her; may be utterly unneces- 
sary tous. What may be necessary to make a 
magnificent monarchy, may be entirely unsuited 
to a Republican people. 

Sir, in many points of view, it is a great blessing 
that we have encountered this recent shock in our 
system. It will force us to examine a compli- 
cated subject, which deeply affects the distribution 
of wealth, and the political liberty of all. And it 
is a little curious to trace out the first commence- 
ment amongst us of this system, which has made 
such rapid strides towards remodeling, not only ali- 
society, but even our: Government. Alexander 
Hamilton, about the year 1790, commenced to 
make the impress of his genius upon every thing 
around him. He was ardent, bold, and energetic 
in all his plans. With a full percepticn of the 
ground upon which he stood, he always marched 
to his object with a heart that never faltered. 
The convention which formed the Constitution, did 
not make the Government as strong as he desired 
it to be. He had contemplated the English 
Constitution with admiration and delight; and, 
without considering the difference of circumstances, 
he thought it a- perfect model for our atoption. 


But the Republicans of that day thonght differently; j 


and he, coming into the Administration after the 
formation of the Government, determined to 
make up by construction what it wanted in specific 
grants of power ‘The funding system introduced 
by him creatéd a stock interest, which formed 
the nueleus that has increased in power, and: 
made a rallying point for that moneyed influence 
which he desired to substitute for the stability 
given to the British Government by a fixed aristo- 
cracy. J donot mean at present to question the 
financial ability developed in funding our national 
debt, and substituting pnblic credit for capital, but 
only to speak of the political effects produced upon 


our whole system by these measures. The 3Cth _ 
section of our-tirst revenue law under the Constitu- 


tion, im 1789, is in these words: `“ The‘daties and 
fees to be collected by virtue of ‘this aer, shall be 
received in gold -and silver coin only.” “There-is io 
doubttal import in these words.. Yet, in a very few 
months afterwards, Hamilton, as Secretary: of the 
Treasury, issued the following important circular 
te collectors of customs: s 


“Treasury DEPARTMENT, September 22, 1789. 

“Sir: In consequence of arrangements lately taken with the 
Bank of North Americaand the Bank of New York,- for the 
accommodation of the Government, I am to inform you. that it 
is my desire that the notes of ifiose banks, payablé either on 
demand or no longer period than thirty days after theirte- 
specuve dates, should be received tn payment of the duties, as 
equivalent to gold and silver, and that they will be received 
from you as such by the Treasurer of the United States,” &e. 

Thus we see thai the Secretary then construed 
“gold and silver coin only” to mean bank notes 
payable thirty days after date. It will be remem- 
bered that at that time there were no banks at all 
in large portions of this Union, and-thus, while the 
importers in one section were compelled to pay 
duties in “gold and silver coin only,” in other sec- 
tions they could pay in the notes of two banks, 
even though they might not be redeemable until 
thirty days after date. There is no man sc blind 
who cannot understand the operation of this sys- 
tem. The Secretary then msde his report to-Con- 


‘gress at the next session in justification of this cir- 


cular.. This report is dated 22d April, 1790. In 
that document he uses, amongst others, the follows | 
ing reasons: “That the extension of their (bank 
notes) circulation by the Treasury is calculated to 
increase both the ability and the inclination of the 
banks to aid the Government.”. And he further 
says, in the same report, “Bank notes being a con- 
venient species of money, whatever increases their 
circulation increases the quantity of current mo- 
ney.” About three months after this report was 
made, Congress passed another act, on the 4th Au~ 
gust, 1790, and in the fifty-sixth section of it ex- 
pressly re-enacted the exaction of “guld-ard silver 
coin only,” contained in the thirtieth section of the 
last act. And yet, notwithstanding this, the law 
was disregarded, ‘The Secretary clearly shows 
that he well understood the operation of things 
even at that early,day. These were the circum- 
stances under which was formed the nucleus, of 


. that great stock interest, into. whose power. the Go- 


vernment has been thrown, and which now de- 
mands as a right what was at first granted. as-a fa- 
vor. Sir, in tracing out these events it is well for 
us to consider the motives and the cbjects af those 
who then held the fature destinies. of this Gevern- 
ment in their hands. Hamilton used this empha- 
tic language in 1791: ` 

“Purge it (the British Constitution) of its corruptions, and 
give to its popular branch equality of representation, and. it 
would become an impracticable Government, as it stands at 
present, with all its supposed defects, it is the most perfect Go- 
vernment which ever existed !?** è 

Sir, this sentence speaks a volume. It is łan- 
guage of living light that no man can mistake. Ik 
is wonderful now to look back and see his sagacity 
and foresight in forming those measures by which 
he was to ingraft upon our Government that power 
and stability. which he so much admired in the 
British Constitution, and in which he thought ours 
su defective. We have witnessed the progress of 
this system until it has now spread through our 
whole country, reaching in its ramification» all in- 
teresis iu Society, not only.demanding an alliance 
with this Government, but threatening to- dictate 
law to this confederacy. : 

Mr. Chairman, in deciding upon the action of a 
Government, there are far more important matiers 
to be considered than the pecuniary inerest of this 
or that class in society. And iet no man deceive 
himself by the plausible and beawital ‘theory. that 


‘all classes in. the body politic havea mutual de 


pendence and harmony of interest biended together, 
Let no man suppose that thal which adds- power 
and profit to a species of capital necessarily has a 
corresponding effect upon labor. d utierly deny 
the ingenious doctrine, lately put forth from very 
high authority, that there is no such thing: in ‘this 
country as capital and labor; that all are capitalists 
and all are laborers. This is certainly a new diss 


“Jefferson’s Correspondence, page 450, volume 4, 
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covery, left for modern. invention. There never 
was a community, constituted. under political 
power, which would not finally, in the progress of 
time, classify itself into capitalists and laborers, 
and that which may be a blessing to one may be a 
curse to the other. With a view that we may un- 
derstand that there is a difference in the interests of 
some in the community, and with no other view at 
present, let us look at the operation of the banking 
system on this country in reference alone to the 
expense of the currency it furnishes. Calculate 
circulation as it was in January, 1837, at 
$148,000,000, and then add to that the $72,000,000 
specie lying in vault to sustain this circulation, and 
upon which interest must be made by those who 
keep it, so as to indemnify them for its use in this 
agency. And then we have, upon adding them 


together, $220,000,000, upon which the interest | 


will be’ $15,400,000 annually. This is equal to 
the whole tobacco crop of the United States. 
receives this interest—laborers or capitalists in bank 
stock? And this is buta small item in the amoant 
of their profits and dividends. 
dern times claim an identity with the people, as if 
they were one and the same. No- wonder, then, 
that we hear there are no capitalists, no laborers— 
that all sections are thé same, and all classes the 
same. : 

Again, while on this point, let us look for a mo- 
ment at the peculiar operation of this bank cur- 
rency upon those who depend upon daily labor, and 

- sceif there be no difference of interest. When 
banks furnish the circulation of acountry, they un- 


questionably have the power to expand aid to con-. 


tract that circulation according to their views of 
interest or policy. Suppose, ther, prices to settle 
down under a state of contraction, and then ex- 
pansion commences to take place. What do we 
see? Stocks go up; persobal próperty rises; real 
estate rises; and wages: for daily labor are the-last 
to rise.. The desire of the industrious is- to layout 
a'l, over ahd above ‘what is nécéssary for supplies, 
in property. How'ean this bé done’ when wages 
- areata stand and property rising, under an ex- 
panding’ currency thrown out by bahks, ‘and sti- 
mulated to enlarge, as they have been heretofore, 
by Government deposites. 

Sir, it is this desolating operation of expansion 
and contraction which brings productive industry 
at the mercy of fictitious capital; and it is all vain 
to tell me there is no difference. ‘It is astable gold 
and silver currency under which labor flourishes, 
and through which it can calculate with certainty, 
as to the acquisition of property; and it is a paper 
expanded currency on which speculatois flourish 
and revel in spoils plundered from others. 

No difference between labor and capital!!! Go, 
in the depth of ‘winter, to the frozen banks of the 
Miami, or the deep forests of the Mississippi, and 
ask the hardy pioneer if there be no difference be- 
tween his lot and that of the princely speculatyr, 
who carves out for himself a barony from your 
splendid domain. Ah! sir, go into the back streets 
and alleys of your large cities, and ask the tenants 
that dwell in their thousand hovels, if there be no 
difference in their lot and those who live under the 
drippings from the palaces which have sprung up 

‘like magic thruughout our land to give us the bless- 
ings of an expanded paper currency! | Perhaps, sir, 
if you’ were to pause for a reply; you might 
hear some one exclaim, in» the -bitter anguish 
of a desponding heart, Merciful God, is this 
‘the equal justice of a free country! The doc- 
trine, that all classes in society ate mutually 
dependent upon each other, and benefits to 
one class are benefits to another, is utterly untrue; 
and the legislator who habitually acts upon such an 
idea perpetrates cold, heartless, cruel injustice. 
That is the very doctrine by which the aristocracy 
of the old world claim to be supported. Those 
who vindicated -an established clergy, do so upon 
the avowed ground that it sheds corresponding 
blessings upon all otber classes in society. By the 
same sort of plausibility a nation may be deluded 
into the support of the stars and. the diadems of 
royalty. Sir, the profound truth is that there are 
conflicts in all communities, and that the Govern- 
ment is the wisest and the freest which abstains 
from creating any artificial class who expect to live 
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by its favor or flourish upon its bounty. Not only 
are there different classes‘in society, differently af- 
fected, but in this extensive country, there are 
different sections deeply and vitally affected, in 
different ways, by the fiscal action of this Govern- 
ment. Look over that balmy land that expands its 
exuberant bosom under the genial rays of the 
southern sun, with i:s rich exports, amounting; in 
some years, to near $100,000;000; and what do we 
see? Much.of this vast product actually taken to 
northern ports, and again reshipped, while three- 
fourths of the returning imports upon this amount 
are brought back again through the same circui- . 
tous direction. Is this a natural operation? No.- 
It arises, in a great degree, from: the fiscal action 
of this Government. Your impost system operates 
so as to collect, indirectly, two-thirds of your re- 
venues from the exports of the country; and the 
same interests which have formed this system, also 
have the power to control the disbursements, The 
result of which has been to collect two-thirds of the 
revenue from the expotting interest, and to dis- 


burse the same-amount in the non-exporting region. - 


This it is that ‘bas made your, towns and your 
cities languish and die in one section, while they 
have sprang up and flourished, to the astonishment 
and admiration of the world,n another section. 
Connected with this subject, also, it isa view 
worthy of notice, that about three-fourths of the 
paper credits of the country have heretofore issued, 
also, from the non-exporting region. Thes2-cre- 
dits have circulated as money.; and, ever since 


Hamilton’s Treasury, order in 1789, the whole | 


power and patronage of the Federal Government 
have been devoted, in its fiscal action, to give that 
circulation the profits and. attributes of gold and 
sllver currency. ` This operation has given those- 
who issued these credits precisely the same power 
over the productive industry and labor of the coun- | 
try, as if they had actually held that much capital 
in gold and silver. The great struggle now is, 
whether those’ éxports which have an intrinsic va- 
lue at home and “abroad, shall form the basis of a 
sound system of éredits and exchanges, or whether 
banks of discouht and circulation, aided by, and 
allied to, the’ political power of the community, 
shall produce an artificial and unsound system? 
Let us look for a moment into this artificial sys- 
tem. We find at presenta. shock in the whole 
trade and exchanges of the country, and in the 
shock those who hold the paper circulation control 
the property and the products of the nation. Ex- 
changes have changed their whole- nature. They 
used to be considered the difference between cash 
anda bill drawn for payment on some. distant 
point. But now it is the difference between paper 
circulation at one point, and its value in the paper 
circulation of some other point. The creditor point 
contracts, and the debtor point remains stationary, 
or enlarges, and of course exchanges rise.. The: 
paper circulation, for instance, in Mississippi, may 
be thirty per cent. below specie par there, because 


of its inconvertibility; and from different circum- 


stances in New York, paper may be at specie par, 
or, by way of illustration, five per cent. below spe- 
cie par. The difference is then twenty-five per 
cent. between the capacity of converting the circu- 
lation in Mississippi into legal currency, and the 
capacity to do the same with the circulation in New 
York. Now, are we by any bounty or power of 
ours to make it the interest of New York to receive 
that at only five per cent. below specie par which, 


“from want of convertibility, is thirty per cent. be- 
r low par at home? Yet thisis exactly what is re- 


quired from the Government in-what is now- called 
equalizing exchanges. There never was greater 
fraud conceived than this operation. It is nothing 
more nor less thana bounty to the banking interest 
at the expense. of the producing interest of the com- 
munity. The only true and legitimate basis of ex- 
changes is the trade between different points. Give 
the banking interest. the privilege and power of 
having the circulation of their credit received and 
treated as cash or money, and you at once give it 
the direction and monopoly of trade. Give them 
the power of discounting upon the public funds as 
upen specie, together with the certainty that the 
commerce of the country shall flow. indirectly 
through their hands, both going and coming, and 


and they will find it eminently. their intere 
, after, as it has been with all other secti 


running upon the revenues of the Goverhinent, for 
ihe benefit of dividends to private‘ stockholders. 
When this unnatural and unjust state’ of things is 
withdrawn, we begin. to see trade; like water, find- 
ing its natural level, and-in receding, it is not 


. Strange that many should be left to struggle who 


have been heretofore’ sustained by the flood tide 
from an overflowing public Treasury. Things will 
now become sounder and safer; ‘and-if you-do not 
see such rapid increase, you will-see.more honesty 
and stability, and the landed interests’ will ‘be bless- 
ed, although stock-jobbers and speculators’ may 
suffer, _ z UE 
Upon: this point, Mr.- Chairman, it strikes, me 
that no part of the country has more interest’ than 
the interior West. ‘Their operations ‘are’ peculiar. 
Their largest single interest is their live “stock and 
provision trade. The most profitable’ part of that 
commerce js’ their cash sales‘in the exporting re- 
gion. It is this which gives them their greatest ca- 
pacity to purchase elsewhere. Ayound this interest 
all others rally.’ The natural coursé of:all trade is 
to. bay where-you'sell;. but” ng trade, 


“under “existin 
they do not Suy where they: make’ their greatest 
cash’sales, and, consequently, they have double 
exchanges to encounter. - OS Es 

. The merchants of the West have been, for the 
most part, from the East, with Eastein crediis, and 
have given their purchases that direction, af ` iKe 
‘expense of the provision producing inierest. This 
artificial system, fostered, as it has been, bythe ag- 
tion of this Government, allied with thosé “who 
hold the credit circulation, has raiséd embank- 
ments, and forced their: trade into tnhatural chan- 
nels. It is their'cash sales into-the staple ‘ot ex- 
porting States which gives them their highest’ pros- 
perity. That system which benefits or injtirés the 


` former, indirectly -produces corresponding effects 


upon them. As cotton rises, all their cash” pro- 
duce rises also. If, instead of selling their stock 
in one market and buying goods.in another, they 
were to buy and sell in’ the same; region, they 
would save at least one operation’ in exchanges, 
And the result of this would be, that the'cireula- 
tion where they made their sales would not oily 
serve their purposes, but would be actually ata pre- 


‘mium.. And the only reason why this is’ not ‘the 


fact now, is from the indebiedness of their’ mer- 


‘chants, who trade where the farming interests do 


not sell, This would be reversed, if it had* not 
been for the artificial aid afforded -by Government 
in its fiscal action, to the banking - interests; at the 
expense of the agricultural. The present nominal 
rate of domestic exchanges is not the slizhtest evi 
dence of what ought to exist.under‘a sound and 
healthy state of trade. The toleration extended by 
the public to the suspension of specie: payments, 
together with the large debtor. interést now in so- 


‘ciety, gives the banks the complete power- óf "the 


country, and makes it their interest; 
stances, to depreciate their own bills: 
out of exchanges their chief profits. “xchange 
now is only the difference in paper éirculdlion at 
different points. If those who raise the produce 
would oily act in concert, they “could: command 
and contral proper exchanges... There is ino part 
of the world, the course of whose trade is morenn- 


i many in- 
Many make 


‘chase where they make ‘the 
‘Those schemes; of internal” im 


Jine, 1838. 
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H. of Reps. 


which we are now proposing to connect the export- © 


ing region directly with the provision producing 
country, are founded upon a natural reciprocity of 
interest. Itisthe natural trade between the two 
regions which is to support them. While they 
ate now struggling for existence, as it were, let not 
gentlemen give this Government such a direction 
as again to fall into the hands of that artificial class, 
who, from their connection with its bounty and 
power heretofore, have been enabled to monopolize 
the nett profits of trade, and give it such direction 
as- their interest might dictate. If they do, it-will 
be fatal. fo the investments of capital which have 
been made with us, under the calculation that we 
were to have a fair and impartial opportunity to 
control that portion of trade which God. and nature 
proclaim to be ours. I desire'no aid or favor from 
this Government. Only do ‘that which is equal 
and just to all. ; j 

In maintaining the position I do on this bill, I 
consider mysélf.as maintaining one branch of that 
great free trade system with which it has been the 
pride and the glory of my State to be identified. 

Mr. Chairman; all that I ask is, that the Govern- 
ment will collect its revenues and make its regular 
disbursements in gold and silver, and thus pre- 
serve for all parts a stable and fixed standard of 
value, and leave every section, as it ought in justice 
to be ‘left, to rely upon its products for the prospe- 
rity of all. Under such a system we could at least 
have a free and a contented people. This would 
undoubtedly have considerable check and control 
over the tendency to excess, which naturally exists 
in an exclusive credit circulation. But, sir, it is 
contended that this exaction would produce ruin 
throughout the land; that its effects would be to 
destroy the whole banking system in any form. 
And it is perfectly astonishing to me, that the ima- 
gination of any man-could be so worked upon as 
to produce such. impressions. : The - bill proposes 
that the.exaction of gold.and silver in payment.of 
public dues shall- be ery. gradua); only one-sixth 
-of the: whole- revenue the. first. year, and -in-the 


same ratio : for six years. . Then, suppose. the re-_ 


venue to equal $24,000,000, the amount-of specie 
required will be four millions. only the. first year, 
and eight millions the next year, &c. It-must al- 
ways be remembered that, in these operations, the 
disbursements will take place nearly as rapidly as 
the collections. The revenue may at least bedi- 
vided into quarterly receipts and quarterly pay- 
ments. This would be at twenty-four millions an- 
nually, $6,000,000 quarterly. Thus we would re- 
quire the first. year but. one million in specie per 
quarter, which would, in all probability, be dis- 
bursed by the.end of the quarter, or nearly so; for, 
in such a state of things, all interests in society 


would be against any idle surplus, anda reduction | 


would immediately take place, and correspond with 
what was absolutely necessary. Collect in bank cir- 
culation, and the reverse of this will be the case; 
for any idle surplus collected by Government would 
be equivalent to hoarding that much of their circu- 
lation beyond business demands, and consequent- 
ly, increasing their profits. Collection in coin 
throws the banking interest, together with the tax- 
paying interest, against high revenues; while collec- 
tion in paper circulation throws the bank interest 
in favor of high revenues and its attendant con- 
sequences.. Receive in bank paper, and the more 
that is hoarded in surpluses. the greater the pro- 
fits. Suppose the revenue to average $24,000,000, 
annually, and all finally. collected in gold and sil- 
ver, what then would be the operation? . Let it be 
remembered, that this would not take place for 
nearly seven years, under the bill; and by that 
time things will have become settled, so that those 
banks that are sound would feel no dread from its 
operation, Let it not be supposed that this amount 
would all be required at onetime. On the contra- 
ry, all know how many. debts may be paid by the 
circulation of a single hundred dollars. "When the 
hundred dollars have performed their circle through 
_the creditor and debtor interests of society, it is not 
unreasonable to calculate that they have cancelled 
debts at least tothe amount of one thousand dol- 
“Jars. So it would be in the collection and disburse- 
ment of twenty-four millions by Government. One- 
fourth would be a very large estimate to perform 


* ing its own revenue, it Is compelled to r 


this operation; and this would be $6,000,000. At 


most, the Government could do no more than ac- 
cumulate a sum equal to the permanent public 
funds usually on hand, and not actually disbursed; 
and this would scarcely ever-exceed, at the Highest 
estimate, $8,000,000, except in extraordinary 
eases of high surpluses, which, from what I have 
said, never would be permitted to occur permanent-_ 
ly, because all interests in society would be against 
it, and none can be conceived of that would be for 
it. Now let us examine the effect of even 
$8,000,000 in specie upon the banking operations 
of the country. Mr. Gallatin, in 1834, together 
with an able committee, calculated the payments 
in the bauks of the city of Néw York alone to 
amount to $5,000,000 per day, or near sixteen 
hundred millions of dollars a year. | He then esti- 
mated the annual collection of revenue in that city 
at $15,000,000, and the action of Government 
could not extend beyond its receipt and disburse- 
ment, or $30,000,000, annually, which would be 
less than one-fiftieth part of the whole. 


Suppose, upon this basis of Mr. Gallatin, you 


` calculate the annual payments in Philadelphia at 


$1,000,000,000, New Orleans at $600,600,000, and 
the same for Boston and Baltimore, and $300,000,- 
000 for Charleston, and so on through other cities 
of the Union, and what, then, would be the propor- 
tion that $8,000,000, or even $20,000,000, would 
bear te those transactions? Sir, it would literally 
be as “a drop in the bucket, and dust in the 
balance.” This clamor which has been raised, 
that the collection of specie in public dues would 
ruin banks that were on -a sound basis, is the shal- 
lowest pretext that ever was manufactured to im- 
pose upon a.credulous and deluded country. But, 
sir, E do not choose to rest this point upon any thing 
that I may say alone. I will make some quota- 
tions, which will. be good authority, at least, with 
those .who. seem to follow leaders that draw. upon 
‘¢ imagination for facets,” and rely upon. vapid de- 
clamation for argument, First: in. the report to 
which 1 haye referred, Mr. Gallatin says: 

“ The impossibility-of attaining the -object, (a metallic cur- 
rency;) through the action of the revenue alone, is palpable, 


and results from the immense'disproportion between the mass 
of payments for the ordinary and current business of the coun- 


- try, and those which are affected by.the General Government. 


It has already been stated that the daily payments in the banks 
of this city, (New York,) amounted to near five millions on the 
lst of October, (1833,) and éxceeded four millions on the Ist of 
February last. This includes neither. the payments made in 
each baok in its own notes, or in checks drawn upon it, nor any 
portion of the retail business of the city, or of any of the’ other 
paymeuts made without the immediate agency of the banks. 
The daily payments in this city alone, amount to at least five 
millions of dollars a day, or near sixteen hundred millions of 
dollars a year. The annual revenue collected in New York 
cannot now exceed fifteen millions of dollars, and the action of 
Government cannot extend beyond its receipts and its disburse- 
ments; that is to say, to more than thirty millions; or Jess than 
one-fiftieth part of the whole. Allthat Government could do 
would be to accumulate an amountef specie equal to the per- 
manent public deposites. It might, at most, establish a separate 
metallic currency for Government, by compelling importers 
and purchasers of public lands to pay in specie, and by paying 
its creditors ia the same currency. But this metailic currency 
wouid be used for that, and for no other purpose. It could 
have no control over the general currency of the. country, nor 
prevent its depreciation, or a general suspension of specie pay- 
ments. It might only enable Government, ifsuch acatastrophe 
should ensue, to preserve, through. the general confusion, the 
public faith towards the creditors ofthe pubiic. We must aim 


_only at what is practicable; and the only rational plan, for the 


present, must be, without excluding the paper currency, to re- 
strict it within proper limiis.” * . 

He further says, in the same report, page 28: 

“But, without discussing the constitutional question, it is 
impossible to suppose that the Government of the United States 
is so constituted that it cannot perform its most legitimate func- 
tions through its own officers and agents: that even for. coliect- 
‘ort to State institu- 
tions. Why not at once recur to the Treasurers of the several 
States, and make them. Sub-Treasurers of the United States!” 


So much for Mr. Gailatin as authority. I think 
he under-estimates the effects that would be pro- 
duced by the collection of specie upon a vitiated 
state of the paper currency, (not that I believe he 
would entireiy reform i!,) but he is true as to the 
harmlessness of its effects upon banks that do busi- 
ness upon a sound basis. 

I will quote the authority of another very distin- 
guished gentleman, to show that he did not consi- 
der the collection.of Government dues in gold and 
silver as disastrous upon credit or banks. All re- 
member the state of things in 1816, when the coun- 
try had just come out of a war, and felt all the 


> * Gallatin’s Union Committee Report, 1834, pa ze 25 and 26. 
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| 


dreadful effects of a depréciated.and . excessive 
paper currency. In reference to these points, this 
distinguished gentleman, on’ the 28th. February, 
1816, said in. this House: “The establishment of a 
National Bank not being, in his opinion, the proper 
remedy, he proceeded to examine what was.” - 
“The banks, he said, were making extravagant 
profits out of the present state of things, waich 


-ought to be curtailed.” After illustrating this point, 


he says: “With a receipt of forty millions a. year, if 
the Government was faithful to itself and to the inte- 
rests ,of the people, they could control the evil; it 


| was their duly to make the effort. They should 


have made it long ago, and they ought now.to make 
it. Theevil grows every day worse by indulgence. 
If Congress did not now make a stand, and stop the 
current whilst they might, would they, when the 
current grew stronger and stronger héreafier, 
doit? As to the evil of the present state of things, 
he admitted it in its fullest extent. If he was not 
mistaken, there were some millions in the Treasu- 
ry of paper, which were nearly worthless, and now 
wholly useless to the Government, by which an ac- 
tual loss of considersble amount must certainly be 
sustained by the Treasury. This was an evil 
which, he said, ought io be met at ance, because” 
it would grow greater by indulgence. In the end, 
the taxes mist be paid in the legal money of the coun- 
iry, and the sooner that was brought about the better. 
Such was the operation of the present state of the 
circulating medium; he proceeded to show, that the 
duties laid by the United States were at a rate of 
ten per cent. higher in. Boston than in Baltimore, 
and in Baltimore higher than in Washington, &c. 
If Congress were to pass forty statutes on the sub- 
ject, he said, they would not make the law more 
conclusive than it was, that nothing should be re- 
ceived in payment of duties to the Govzrnment but spe- 
cies and yet no regard was paid to the imperative 
injunctions of the law in this respect. The iohole 
strength of the Government, he was of opinion, ought 
to be put forth to compel the payment of the duties and 


| taxes to the Government in ike legel currency of the 


country.” This, sir, was the language, and these 
the opinions of Daniel Webster, than whom there 
could be no higher authority with some gentlemen 
in this country. We see no woful prediction of 
destruction to banks or credit at that time, by the 


-exaction of “specie” in pablic dues, even inough 


it should amount to “forty millions of dollars a 
year.” Twill quote but one more authority, and 
then I em done with this point for ihe present. 
Another gentleman, on the 27th February, 1816, 
in the same debate, used this language: . 

“With. regard to the present time, he said, he should be glad 
to know why the Treasury of the United States iad nol now 
the command of specie payments and the rate of exchange in 
its own hands? How much better, if the Government had this 
power, as he believed they had, that they should exercise it to 
compel the resumption af specie payments.” . 

This was the opinion of the experienced gentle- 
man [Mr. Sercrant] who now so ably represents 
a portion of Philadelphia upon this floor. - 


Mr. Chairman, I have quoted these authorities 
with no other view than.to show that if Lam mis- 
taken in supposing the collection of gold and silver 
in public dues can produce no injury, but, on the 
contrary, the most wholesome effect upon all inte- 
rests in society, then I err with those who are ca- 
pable of forming the clearest judgments, and let us 
not be too rash in denouncing that which very sen- 
sible men have heretofore advocated. I shall not 
quote the sentiments delivered by John Randolph, 
who, in my opinion, spoke mure like a prophet 
upon these subjects than aay man of his day. He, 
perhaps, might not be considered geod authority. 
No, sir! the clamor raised against the collection of 
public dues in specie, savors fullas much of dema- 
gogueism as ef sound patriotism. {1 can do no 
njury to banks who desire, in realy, to have 
sound paper, and ty do business upon.a proper 
commercial basis. 

It is undoubtedly the duty of the Federal Go- 
vernment to furnish a safe standard of value which 
nothing can vary. This is made a duty under 
the power given “to coin money; regulate the 
value thereof, and of foreign coin;” and by the 
Constitution declaring that no State shall “coin 
money, emit bills of credit, of make any thing 
but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
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of debts.”* This preservation of a fixed stand- 
ard of value is essential to the protection of pro- 
perty. The Government can; at least, through its 
collections and disbursements, furnish one sound 
and healthful artery, whose pulsation shall send 
forth a pure circulation into all those veins that run 
from the great points of our system. The great 
error has been in taking it for granted that paper 
credit represeated coin, from the fact that it was 
esteemed convertible, when, in realily, it never 
was convertible. “No bank that has all the attri- 
butes of deposite, discount, and circulation, can 
have paper representing, in fact, coin. The truth 
is, that it can only have a credit circulation, which 
is vastly beneficial to commercial operations, when 
confined to a sound basis; but it is not money, nor 
can it, injustice, be a measure of value for every 
man’s property. No, sir! a specie standard is the 
law of this country at home, as it is the law of the 
world abroad. And itis an eternal truth, that no- 
thing but the precious metals, or circulation resting 
upon them, gilder for gilder, and dollar for- dollar, 
can be made money, in fact, in any nation or in any 
age. All the powers of despotism have in vain 
been exerted upon this point, at different periods of 
the world, and it has produced no other effect but 
to compel those who held the metals secretly to 
hoard them, while fraud, perjury, and swindling, 
have become the legalized characteristics of society. 
Upon these points, I cxultingly triumph in the 
truth of my position, and defy refutation. 

Mr. Chairman, it is poor and contracted decla- 
mation to say, that collections in gold and silver 
would break down the prosperity of the country: 
As well might you expect the walking lion to be 
pressed down by the weight’of the morning dew- 
drop hanging upon his mane, Look abroad, and 
contemplate, for a moment, the vast power of your 
colton trade upon commerce; cast your eye upon 
the thousand sails that annually swell on the bosom 
of the ocean, freighted with one million five hundred 
thousand bales of the richest produce that the world 
‘ever saw ; look to the deep valleys of the far west, 
unfolding the temptations of a virgin soil, upon 
which.a hardy and enterprising people are develop- 
ing the 1esources of new empires! Yes, sir, look 
from the polar regions even down to the tropics, 
and behold the Missouri and the Mississippi 
sweeping through the inheritance of freemen; and 
then, sir, after you have contemplated those mighly 
prospects, come and talk to me, if you can, of the 
contemptible idea, that the collection of a few mil- 
lions in specie, by this Government, is (o throw us 
back into the dark ages! It is miserable humbugry, 
that banks, in their anxiety to monopolize all! gain, 
should exclaim that we war upon credit, and are to 
break down the prosperity oi this mighty people, 
walking erect in all the energy of manhood, and 
with giant strides, to the empire of the world, un- 
der the quickening influences of free and glorious 
institutions ! 

Gentlemen sleep under a delusion; they are 
where the world was twenty years ago. Steam- 
power hesrevolutionized all inland navigation, and 
now the resources of the country, with its coton 
trade, will revolutionize commerce. The day is 
past when bank circulation is again to be’ consi- 
dered as cash or currency, to form a permanent 
system. Itis to have value in ‘proportion to the 
credit and capacity of the institution issuing it, and 
no more, and will facilitate large commercial trans- 
actions, As far as we are concerned, in onr 
foreign trade, cotton is to supply, to a great extent, 
the piace of coins in transmissions, and is to regu- 
late exchanges. The tide ischanging, and those 
who repose under the fatal idea that banks are to 
regulate the helin, as heretofore, and that the same 
breeze is to swell the sails, will find themselves 
wrecked amid -breakers, and bleaching under the 
unrelenting winds of heaven. On these subjects, 
there is a deep current of thought in the world, and 
the spirit of reform is abroad. Let not gentlemen 
move further in iheir bold career under an idea 
that the banking interest is to rule this country. I 
warn them to pause before they bring down de- 

` straction from an outraged and indignant people. 
The responsibility will rest upon them. As to our 


*Article 1, section 10, Constitution, 
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trade abroad, ‘cotton is to be the great regulator. 
The bank or banks that ally-themselves with that 
interest, upon a proper commercial basis, will have 
the means to meet credits in Europe, and will b 
relieved from all transmissions int coin. ; 
There is no position so dangerous to the banks 
themselves as to reunite them im any. transactions 
with this Government, It would be the pregnant 
cause and the pretext for conflict and party war- 
fare, in which the property and the business of the 
peaceful and the honest would be placed at the 
mercy of the profligate and the ambitious. All who 
desire to preserve the usefulness of those institu- 
tions which rest upon a sound basis, should dread 


ibe fatal embrace of the Government, which will |} 


either prove too strong for them, or will make a 
combination too strong for-liberty. : 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


Mr. Chairman, it is interesting to. trace out the — 


progress and power of banking operations, not only 
over the currency, but over the politics of the 
world.’ I shali not trespass upon the patience of 
the committee on this point, except by referring 
briefly to some prominent events; We can draw 
from them some important lessons. Even going 
back bat a short time, we see that, in 1792, Cla- 


vier, with those who had control of the finances in © 


France, through agents in England, by means of 
cashing drafts, produced an operation upon the 
Bankof England, which spread alarm and bankrupt- 
cy throughout the nation, and compelled the Govern- 
ment to create five millions sterling of Exchequer 
bills in aid of the bank andcommercial men. This 
would have been carried much further at that 
time, but for want of unity in the French councils, 


Again, in 1796, the advances made for allies and, 


armies upon the continent, and particularly the im- 
perial loan of that time, produced ‘confusion in the 
English currency, and brought down ruin and de- 
solation to every class in society. ` Impending in- 
vasion and destruction seemed to threaten a total 
overthrow. The derangement of her currency pa- 
ralyzed the strength of the nation. The bank cunld 
no longer perform its functions. 
not bear, at that time, the taxes requisite for de- 
fence. The ministry were forced lo resort to a 
method of debasing the coins, and violating the sa- 
credness of contracts, by legalizing an irredeemable 
paper currency. The bank ‘stopped specie pay- 
ments on the 26th February, 1797; and Parliament, 
in its omnipotence, sanctioned the act. The act of 
1797 professed to sustain the suspension only “fora 
limited time.” The second seciion exempted the bank 
from paying any of its notes, a:though “issued ‘as 
payabie on demand or otherwise,” and provided. the 


mede in which it might apply to the court to stay ` 


proceedings against it: . This act expressly violated 
existing contracts; and upon the plea of State ne- 
cessity; that plea under which profligacy. and des- 
potism have ‘claimed a sanction in every age and 
in every country. This was the frst act of the British 
ministry which, in effect, debased the coins by le- 
galizing an irredeemable paper currency; and this is 
nothing more nor less than the modern substitute for 


debasing and clipping them, that ancient prerogative . 


of despotism. This act of continuing the suspension 
was repeated, from. time to time, for twenty-two 
years. That which at first professed to ‘be “ for a 


limited time,” lasted about twenty-five years; and, 


from 1806 to. 1823, seventeen years of the suspen- 


sion, the bank made an average dividend of ten | 


per cent. a year. It has been under the operation 
of this legislation that the seat of power in England 
bas entirely changed in modern times. Formerly, 
the aristocracy held four-fifths of the property -of 
the nation, but now they hold only one-sixth. The 
Government threw itself into the.power of those 
they could not control, and gave ascendancy to ca- 
pitalists in stocks. It has changed the aristocracy 
from one of landed interests and hereditary to one 
of bankers and money. The lords are now nume- 
rous, but poor. ‘They were formerly, from their 


independent wealth, checks upon the Crown—not | 


so now. The wealth of the kingdom has changed, 
and the real power is in the Commons, re present- 
ing, as they do, capitalists in manufactures, com- 


merce, and stocks; which will inevitably. end, in the © 


progress of events, in an unchecked Crown. The 
result of all these great movements upon the distri- 
bution of wealth was, that, in 1833, Parliament re- 


The nation could | 


' ‘bursements. 
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newed ‘the chatter of: the: Bank of:-England; and: 
passed this remarkable-section: “And be st further 
enacted, ‘That from:and after the Ist day of Augusts 


- 1834, a tender of'a note or notes of the Governor. 


-and Company of the Bank: of: England; expressed 
to be payable to bearer on-demand; shall be a-legal- 
tender, 10 the amount’ expressed. in. such’ nete-or: 
notes; and’ shall be taken 10 be-valid asa tender to. 
such amount- for all sums above five. pounds, in: 
all courts and. in-ail -places in. which ‘any tender of 
money may be legally .made:.. Provided,.. always, 
That no‘such note or-notes ‘shall:-be  deemed.a. 
legal tender of payment by the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England.” » Thus it.-will be 
seen, by this clause, that the unlimited power-of the 
British Government has made- the’ notes’ of the 
Bank of England a legal tender from. all persons 
and allclasses, except from the Bank itself. This 
great principle is destined to consummate: ‘that fe- 
volution which has taken place in Englandin ‘the 
distribution of wealth; whilst; also, it makes. the 
Bank, in fact, a separate estate in political: power. 
It discards the necessary use of gold anidisilver, to 
a great extent, and practically substitutes paper’ as 
legal currency. The result must be to: throw out 
gold and silver from England, particularly the 
former, as it is now worth more, in: this country, 
when compared with silver. © While she.thus dis- 
cards gold, let us take it; while-she takes ‘theless 
stable currency, let us take the sound; and it will 
give our capital and industry.a permanent ascen- 
daney-in the next shock that cecurs.’ If we-intend, 
in our future policy, to ruh -a career: with ‘Great 
Britain, upon ‘the basis: which she has’ established, 
we must first make our Government. äs ‘strong ’as 
hers, and unite its destiny. and. power with: the pa- 
per circulation of-the country, or every commercial 
convulsion must accrve to. her benefit “Without 
this, our: system will be.too weak to stand the 
shock. ~ In England, they have a consolidated in- 
terest, and the omnipotence of Parliament allows 
them to delegate, to a separate institution, control 
over whatever they choose to constitute as curren- 
cy. „Here the reverse is the fact, and every sepa- 
rate sovereignty furnishes. circulation; and inthe 
competition there can be no systematic - action, 
-but through ‘the simple’ preservation. of ‘the ¢on- 
stitutional currency, “by: the fiscal action ofthis 
Government, ‘or the ‘creation’ of a saperintending 
regulator, to which: -mtist be delegated the powér 
of ‘substituting ‘paper for gold and silver: -This 


“power reaches the very vitals of all.society, for 


it practically changes the standard of value, 
and. is the highest attribute of sovereignty. The 
fact is, the power to issue and regulate paper cur- 
rency, ifitis to be made money, ought to be as 
Strictly confined to the control ot severeignty asto 
stamp coin and fix its value. -In England, where 
they have an annual revenue of -$250,000;000, 
indirectly levied from every quarter of the world, 


‘and disbursed, for’ the most part, upon asmall 


territory with an identity. of interests, the Govern- 
ment may need a bank as a fiscal agent. Their 
interest is for high. revenue and extravagant dis- 
It is the reverse with us... With our 
extended territory and diversity of interests, if you 
attempt to follow England, you may have a 
splendid Government; and magnificent wealth con- 
centrated on certain points; but you will have 
dependent provinces and a corrupt-and: enslaved 
people. Instead of the aristocracy of tbe old world, 
we will have in its place the practical power:of 


‘corporations concentrating wealth,-and:giving ‘that 


energy to a central Government which -Hatiilion 
so much desired. We might have more apparent 
wealth and gigantic. enterprises, but we-would pay 
dear for them. Without this we may be poorer, 
but we will be freer and happier... The organiza- 
tion of banks, with their credits; fostered and cen- 
tralized by their connection, through the receipts 
and disbursements, with this Government, tends to 
consolidate the Confederacy, and to place us alluinder 
the subjugation of those who hold a certain'speciés 
of capital, without reference to. the “various iite- 
rests of the country. i eek 
‘Ordinarily, Government is too strong for lipe 
but allied with this-tremendous interest. it 
come despotic. Separate them, and the te 
is for them to cheek and balance each: oth 
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real danger at this juncture is more from the power 
and combination of banks and their influence than 
from the Government. “We are, in some poitts of 
view, just at that crisis that the people of Great 
Britain were in 1797, when Parliament legalized 
an irredeemable paper circulation; and deeply as 
that affected the change of power and the distribu- 
tion of wealth there, yet’ still more deeply will our 


institutions be affected if this Government does’ 


any thing, as a permanent system, towards receiv- 
ing any treating the credit circulation of the local 
authorities as money, and making it the measure 
of value. , EUA TA 

Mr. Chairman, independent of the ‘peculiar ope- 
ration of the vitiated system of modern credit and 
banking upon ovr internal and domestic relations 
as a people, it presents itself to us in an interesting 
point of view as a nation connected with other na- 
tions. The great markets for our exports, particu- 
larly cotton and tobacco, are England and Franée, 
from whence, through the process of manufactur- 
ing, they are reshipped to all parts of the world. 
‘We want an expanded currency there, with a con- 
tracted safe one here; because we wish to sell high 
and bny cheap, or convert onr sales into available 
funds. They must come down to our prices, or 
lose our market. ` With inflated credit and cur- 
rency in England, and limited and safe- here, 
English manufactures could never reach our mar- 
ket; unless they came down to our prices under a 
sound currency. There can be no greater protec- 
tion to our industry. and capital than this; and ti 
forces the English manufacturers to our price, or 
under our sales of cotton there, enables us to con 
vert their currency into available funds, and thus 
gives us the control of trade. The strugg!e is, whe- 
ther we shall control through our exports of raw 
material, or whether they shall control through 
banks and credit. If we contract within 
safe bounds, and rely upon the former, when- 
ever a shock takes place in the commercial 
world, it will be felt-in England, and accrue to 
our benefit in the final adjustment.. But. the 
reverse will be the fact.if we enter into a career 
with Great Britain for ascendancy over the curren- 
cy and credit transactions of the world She holds 
the banking and credit power of the commercial 
world. All commercial points are debtors to Great 
Britain. She expands her currency and enlarges 
her credit. The consequence is, that all other 
points ia commercial connection with her feel the 
stimulus and the impulse. They are induced to 
enlarge, too, and receive extension from the bank 
and bankers of London.- And when all points 
become largely indebted, under high prices from 
expanded credits, she then contracts, and through 
the Bank of England, connected as it is with 
the power and credit of Government, enlarges 
the proportion of bullion, and limits paper issues. 
And what is the consequence? She calls in her 
debts and compels payment in gold and silver 
or available funds. A shock iakes place—cre- 
dit contracts itself—prices fall—and the great 
seat of bullion and the banking power becomes 
then mistress over the property of the commercial 
world. She puts up every thing to- the highest 
prices, and then ptrctiases at the lowest. Look 
at recent facts. In the single year of 1836, there 
were, including branches, two hundred joint stock 
banks.created in England. This swelled the ex- 
pansion of credits and circulation. On March 
7th, 1837, the Bank of England commenced. re- 
ducing her Joans, and by December the.14th, 1837, 
had actually reduced them in those few months, 
£7,852,000, or nearly $40,000,000. She increased 
her bullion in the same time, £4,124,000, or 
near $20,000,000. This specie of course was 
hoarded, and reduced the general circulation, 
which, together with the- credit circulation of 
$40,000,000, madea contraction of near $60,000,000 
in nine months, ‘We all remember the disasters 
which have occurred with us since 12th May, 1837, 
up to the present time. The Bank of England 
commenced her contractions on the 7th March, 
1837, and we felt the electric shock in May follow- 
ing, and a few months, as the contraction grew 
closer and closer, we were thrown into convulsions. 
And so it will ever be, as long as we are urged on 
in the heedless and mad career which we have 
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heretofore followed. The trath is, this whole sys- 


tem of expanding and stimulated modern. credits” 


connected with Government, does nothing more 
nor less than reduce us again to a state of 
colonial vassalage to Great Britain. To meet the 
shocks and the pericdical reverses which she has 
the power to create, we are compelled to three al- 
ternatives; either to yield up our gold and silver— 
er sacrifice our exports for-her benefit—or to issue 
bonds and stocks running upon time at high inte- 
rest. This last is but an extension of the catastro- 
phe which awaits with more astounding effects. It 


may now be said that the banks and bankers of |! 


England hold the strings of power over the two 
countries—-they even hold the question of peace or 
war in theirhands. And the Government of neither 
country could this day make war or. peace without’ 
their consent, and without their interest. Well 


may crowned heads attempt to purify the blood of | 


bankers, as „they have done in modern times, by 
conferring upon them the émpty title of baron, be- 
fore whose presence courtiers shall. bow, and even 
the diadem of royalty itself shall glitter. 

Mr. Chairman, I love the wealth and apparent 
prosperity of my country; but I love, still more, 
her independence.. Give us poverty and an hum- 
ble destiny, if you will, rather. than to have our 
people wear the badges of vassals, with all the 
gorgeous livery of bondsmen. I envy nothing 
European but their glorious literature. Rude as 
many suppose us to be, still I love the hills and the 
valleys of my own country, because it was the 
home and the country of those who once. flashed on 
high the sword of freedom in the war of our Revo- 
lution. Independence forever to my cowntry, is the 
first and dearest sentiment of my heart. 

_ The writers in Great Britain, with some very 
honorable exceptions, on these subjects connected 
with currency and credit, write, for the most part, 
for the interest and power of Great Britain. I do 
not blame them, but they are of little authority with 
me. What is for her interest under an expanded 
currency and an enlarged system of credits, is pre- 
cisely the reverse for the United States, unless we 
should in turn become the great reservoir.of com- 
merce, and the banking creditor of the world. A 
stable and safe currency, and sound limited credit 
system with us, limits the power of Gréat Britain. | 
An enlarged and expanded system, stimulated by 
her, gives her the purse strings in all convulsions, 
France has perceived this, and wisely abstained 
from joining in her proud career of fortune and of 
ambition. If she had fallen into that system at the 


‘conclusion of peace, twenty-five years ago, the 


title of being “King of Great Britain and France,” 
which has been handed down as a proud inheri- 
tance to the English crown, would not at this day 
be a vain and empty sound, but would be felt as 
something substantial in all its sad and degrading 


‘réalities. 


Mr. Chairman, in the whole operation of this 
system which I have been discussing, we of the 
weaker portions of this confederacy hold the same 
relation to the gigantic stock interest of the North 
that the whole country bears towards Great Bri- 
tain. While the confederacy would become com- 
mercial colonies in fact, we of the South would be 
tributary provinces to those who would hold in their 
hands the destiny of credits and banks, fos- 
tered by Government, with all its disbursements. 
Let those whose investments are in Jand and labor 
beware! Their fate depends upon this controversy! 

Allow me to say that there are no subjects in the 
whole range of politics calculated to produce a 
deeper impression upon our future destiny, as a 
people, than the very questions upon which we are 
now called to decide. Let gentlemen who repre- 
sent the weaker portions of this Union remember 
that the result of all modern improvement and or- 
ganization is to consolidate all society into one liv- 


“ing mass, where local interests and local feelings 


are to be absorbed for the benefit of one mighty 
whole. The tendency of civilizanon in: modern 
times is to aggregation, where the stronger classes 
subjugate the weaker. Formerly, the same result 
was produced by physical force and the conqueror’s 
sword. Notso now. Through combinatious and 
corporations, whole interests and classes are brought 


to act with the system and exergy of a single kead 


-upon it. Letthose whose homes and- whi 


heel for all the party triumphs of the day, 


ee 


clothed with ‚power... Under- these .cireumstances, 
when I think of the future, and tarn my- eyes to the. 
land- of my forefathers, I confess .that | feel my 
heart. filled with the. foreboding emotions that rush 
iidven: | 
are there, and there forever, hesitate, long hesitate, 
before they do any thing, directly or indirectly, te 
strengthen the hands of. others, who may. be forced. 
by an irresistible destiny lo sweep our peculiar institu- 
tiong from the face of the earth; and if any of us 
should survive the shock, it will only. be..to: dtag 
out a miserable existence of degraded impotericy. 
Bat I forbear to pursue this painful subject. « 

Itis unpleasant to be arrayed, as I am, against 
the supposed interest of any class or any. party, 
and to encounter their fierce hostility. But view- 
ing things as I do, he who falters is false to his 
duty. Those who suppose that- I have taken my 
course from any partisan feelings; little understand 
the emotions of my heart. -I would not tùrn on my 
I took 
my- position without consulting. any: politician 
living; and there are those around. me who know 
that I took it immediately after the suspension of 
specie payments, I should never have deviated 
from it, if I had stood alone; and, under existing 
circumstances, I am resolved to maintain it, be the 
consequences what they may. Thank God! I ask 
no. favors. of any man, or set of men living, save — 
my own constituents. I scorn and. defy power, 
whether it comes from this. Government. or from 
the banks.: All I-ask is a fair hearing; and if the 
cause I advocate is to be vanquished, let it be done 
by the power of truth, rather than by party drill; 
for remember, upon this great subject, the triumph 
of error may prove fatal to the best interests of our 
common country. ee: 

In all free communities, it is upon the fiscal action 
of Government that great parties divide. There 
may be divisions under individual leaders for per- 
sonal objects; but, from the nature of things, all 
such must have a temporary career. ‘There are 
those who naturally love a strong Government, 
and those who fear it. They will stand on different 
sides. - Jefferson and Hamilton, the two master 
minds of their day, separated in 1790 on fiseal ques- 
tions, and the consolidating action of this Govern- 
ment; and such, in. my. opinion, will again be the 
division of parties at this momentous juncture in. our e 
affairs. PA eh Casa RA a 

I return my thanks to the. committee for their 
kind attention, and beg pardon for having trespassed 
so much longer upon their time than I had. in- 
tended, i i 
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INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


SPEECH OF MR. BRONSON, 
Or New York. 


In House of Representatives, June 27, 1838—The 
House being in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill providing for an 
increase of the army of the United States, 

‘Mr. BRONSON addressed ihe committee as fol~ 
lows: ; 
Mr. CHainman: the increase of our standing 
army at any time, and under any circumstances, is 
a measure that should receive the mort deliberate 
reflection and anxious cousideration. No hastily 
formed opinions or slight reasons should be relied 
upon forastep of this kind, and the necessity, as 
well as sound policy of such a measure, should be 
quite apparent, in order to justify avote in its favor. 

I have endeavored to bring to the consideration of 

this subject, the most dispationate and patient in- 

vestigation. I have reflected much upon it, and 


being satisfied, both of the necessity and . policy of 


this inerease, and that it isa measure loudly de- 


_manded by every consideration of prudence and 


policy, I shall give ii my support. . 

I am satisfied that the present force of our army 
is entirely inadequate for the protection of our ex- 
tended- frontier; that itis’ too. small to render that 
efficient service to. the country which is expected 
from the army,aad most particularly inadequate 
for the present emergencies. 

` We are told by the chairman of the Military 


we 
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Committee; that the present military force as au- 


thorized’ by law, is 7,958, including all the staff . 


departments, and every person in any way attach- 
edto the miflitary establishment. ‘The. bill which 
has’ passed the Senate, and which we now have 
under consideration, would give an increase of 
6,692; making the total 14,650. This, perhaps, 
would not be too much, according to the estimates 
of the best authorities; but the amendments pro- 
proposed to the Senate bill by the committee’ of 
this House, reduce the number proposed by the 
Senate bill to be added to 3,689, which added to 
the present number of the army, would give a total 
of 11,647; but Iam informed by the chairman of 
the Military Committee this morning, that that 
committee have come to the conclusion to recom- 
mend an additional regiment, and that an amend- 
ment will be offered by him from the Military 


Committee to that effect, so that if this House. 


stall ‘adopt the amendments proposed by their 
Military Committee, the result will be as follows: 
Present force of the army’ - - 7,958 
Additions proposed by Military Committee, 3,689 
One new reziment—80 privates to a com- 


‘pany, (Say) - = 6 ee 940 


Total 12,587 

Making in alla force of 12,587; and although 
thisamendment does not give as large a force as the 
Senate bill, yet for the reasons which I will hereaf- 
ter give, aud which are principally founded on the 
belief that the amendments as proposed by the 
House committee provide for a better arrangement 
and organization of this force, and that the lesser 
number may be rendered more efficient than the 
larger number proposed by the Senate bill, I pre- 
fer az amendments of our committee, although I 
am not prepared to say that the increase as pro- 
posed by the Senate bill; is too large. But, sir, in 
order to estimate the importance of an increase, 
and to determine with such accuracy 2s we may 
the extent of that increase, it is necessary that we 
go into an examination of the'state of our frontiers, 
that we look ‘at the condition of the Union, and see 
whether any and what causes ‘exist, which render 
this measure necessary. © On this point, I beg 
leave to call the attention of this committee first to 
the condition of the Western frontier; and when I 
speak of that frontier, 1 mean to include only the 
western frontier proper—beginning at the mouth of 
the Sabine, and extending along the west bounds of 
Arkansas and Missouri, and from thence to Fort 
Snelling on the upper Mississippi, near the falls of 
St. Anthony. Along the whole line of this frontier 
the savage tribes of the West are congregated, and 
not only those who originally inhabited those re- 
gions, but also the various tribes which: have been 
removed west of the Mississippi. ‘Fhe removal of 
the tribes from ‘the east side of the Mississippi, to 
the west, has been gradually ‘going on year after 
year, until there are now but few. left on this side 
of that river, excepting the Cherokees, whose re- 
moval is now in progress, and a few in Wisconsin, 
with a remnant of the Seminoles in Florida. The 
estimated number of Indian warriors now west of 
the Mississippi, is upwards of 50,000; and when the 
removals now in progress shall have -been 
completed,” there will be, according to — the 
estimates of the head of thé Indiar depart- 
ment, about 66,000 warriors among all the In- 
dians. west of that river; many of them, too, of 
the most fierce and warlike tribes that ever existed 
in North America. This, sir, is.a most portentous 
congregation of savage force on our Western fron- 
tiet; a force which, under any circumstances, 
would make it the duty of this Government to af- 
ford a strong and powerful protection to our border 
settlers, by means of regular troops. But when, we 
bear in mind the causes of disaffection which exist 
among these tribes, particularly those who have 
been removed from this side of the Mississippi, we 
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the danger of 
a speedy and most bloody Indian war, on that fron- 
tier, isimminent in the extreme.’ Some of the In- 
dians who have been renioved, have gone peacea- 
bly, and with: kindly feelings towatds otir Govern- 
ment, but with most of them such is not the case: 
theyare brooding over their supposed or real 
Wrongs and injuries; they-have been forced across 
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| to war with us. 


the Mississippi against their will, although in pur- 
suance of treaties entered into by them. I say. 
against their will, because, in most instances, when 
the time has arrived for them to depart, under these 
treaties, they have not been ready togo. But the 
circumstances attending the removal of these tribes 
I will not advert to, further than to say that their 
worst passions and prejudices have been aroused, 
and that the inherent, and almost’ instinctive, ha- 
tred of the white man, which they possess, is in- 
creased; and they go to their new homes goaded. 
almost to desperation by theif fancied wrongs, and 
with their feelings of enmity and wrengs whetted 


and sharpened to a degree that forbids all idea of- | 


peace on their part. Sir, there is, at this moment, 
no sign of peace on that frontier; on the contrary, 


he indications are of war—of murderous, savage” 


border war. Scarcely a mail or a messenger ar- 
rives from that region by which these indications 
are not confirmed. Hardly a breeze blows from 


‘that quarter that does not bear on its wings the 


rumors of a savage war. `In truth, sir, if we are 
to credit the. reports; the war is already declared; 
the tomahawk is dug up; the scalping knife is whet- 
ted; and the war-whoop is sounded. The chiefs 
and warriors of some of the tribes on the Arkan- 
saw frontier, itis said; have already given notice to 
the ofiicers of our army there that they intend to go 
They make no concealment of 
their designs. The question that they will fight is 
settled; and it only remains to be determined by 
them when they shall commence; and this point, 
they say, is to be determined when they assemble 
for their green-corn dancein July. Sir, every con- 
sideration of mercy and duty call Joudly for the 
immediate and prompt display of more military 
force on that frontier. : 

And how is it with the Atlantic coast?. From 
the northeast corner of Maine to the mouth of the 
Sabine, or at Jeast to Florida, there are no troops, 
or comparatively noné. Every fort and every 
military post on the whole Atlantic coast has heen 
stripped to carry on the war in Florida, and to 
garrison the Western posis. There are hardly 
men enough at any post on the whole coast to fire 
a salute. Many of the posts are entirely aban- 
doned, and fortifications and other public works 
are going rapidly to decay for the want of suffi- 
cient men tu keep them in repair. Millions have 
been expended to construct these fortifications, and 
unless men are provided to take care-of them, dila- 
pidation and deoay will render them wholly use- 
less. But, sir, I do not intend to dwell upon this 
topic. 


be apparent; and as my colleague [Mr. KEMBLE] 
has already dwelt largely upon this point, I shall 
leave it by merely calling the attention of this 
committee to the language of the Secretary of War, 
in his report, on the 5th March, 1838; wherein he 
says, that “ there ıs not a fortress on our long line 
of ‘sea defences capable of resisting an armed 
brig; that “ the works. are unfinished, unarmed, 
and not even men enough to preserve them from 
dilapidation, or protect them from plunder.” 

And then, sir, let us turn our attention to the 
Maine border. Is there no necessity for troops 
there? The exciting and hitherto unsettled ques- 
tion in relation to the boundary line between Maine 
and the British provinces wonld seem to require 
some foree on that frontier. Great Britain has 
already 5,900 troops along that line, or in the ad- 
joining province. The question of the boundary 


-is still not only unsettled, but daily becoming more 


troublesome, and the feelings of the inhabitants on 
both sides of the line becoming more excited. ‘I 
would refer to the gentlemen from Maine on this 
floor, and ask them whether they are willing that 
that frontier shoutd be left in its present unpro- 
tected state; whether they see no necessity of troops 
upon that frontier. 

. Next, Mr. Chairman, I propose to enll your 
attention to the Northern and Northwestern fron- 


tier—to the line separating the Union from Canada, 


extending from the foot of Lake Superior down 
through the Lakes and river St. Lawrence, and 
from thence easterly to the west line of the State of 
Maine. Along this whole frontier, compr~inug an 
extent of nearly two thousand miles, the whole 


: military forçe had een wi 
opening of the present year,’ with the exceptio 
į perhaps, of a very few troops at some of the. pests 


| tary forces from that line wh 
. so imperiously required in. Florida and 


- such a state of things. 


The impolicy of leaving our Atlantic coast | 
in such a defenceless and. unprotectéd state must 


5 


above Detroi 1 admit, sir, that the profound, : 


, state of peacé and quiet which reigned along ‘that 


whole. border until within the last few. months, 
might and did, justify the withdrawal -oi i 


tid ewhere, 
They were withdrawn; and- the fortification 
torments, and military establishinients, along that 
border, exhibit the.inevitable and. speedy.-result.of 
Dilapidation and. decay, 
and, in some instances, almost the, uter rum and 
destruction of sneh works, has: been. the. conse- 
quence. In the mean time, the British Govern- 
ment has been busily engaged in rebuilding and 
repairing their military posts on the Canada side, 
and, although in a state of profound peace, keep-. 
ing up a very considerable military force. Bat 
this has been a subject of no particular alarm. to, 
our citizens on that -border... Conscious of. their 
owr. strength, as well as of the rectitude: of. ther 
conduct towards their Canadian neighbors—hardy,: 
and brave, and prompt to repel aggression 

have entertained. no fears, nor do. they now enter- 
tain any doubts, of their ability wo protect. them- 
selves against any open hostilities from. any, quarier, 
Moreover, the business and social relations betwee 
the citizens on the different sides of the line wel 
the. most friendly character; their intercourse. easy, 
and frequent, almost constant; so much 5o, that a 
rupture of these friendly relations was hardly ima- 
gined, much less expected. Buta sudden change.has 
been wrought, -The torch ‘of civil war. has been. 
lighted in the Canadas, along. the. whole | of. this 
frontier,and strong efforts have been made ta inyo. 
our own citizens, and, through. them, our coun! 
in these civil disturbances of a neighboring ano 
friendly power. The proximity of our territory to 
the Canadas, and the easy and frequent inter- 
course thereby afforded, and the facility with which 
those disaffected to. the present Government in the 
Canadas can communicate with our citizens, has 
aided to produce a degree of sympathy, on the part 
of some of our people, towards the Canadian pa- 
triots, not by any means favorable to a strict ob» 
servance of neutrality. - Vast numbers of ‘the Ca- 
nadian refugees, who-have been, diiven. out of Ca- 
nada during the. past winter, are scattered, along. 
the frontier, as it ‘is. believed, busily. engaged.in 
enlisting. the sympathies of our own citizens, and 
exciting them to espouse their cause, aad appeal- 
ing (perhaps, in some instances, not in -vain,) to 
our citizens to redress those flagrant outrages 
which were committed at Schlosser, and others of a 
similar but less atrocious character. In ihe mean 
time, the frontier citizens on both sides have bes 
come much excited;. offences, retaliatory in their 
character, have been committed, and ‘an exaspera- 
tion of feeling prevails imminently dangerous tothe 
peace of the frontier, and seriously threatening 


| our neutral relations. 


Under these circumstances, the presence of Uni- 
ted States troops on that frontier is deemed.to. be . 
indispensably necessary. The military -posts 
should be garrisoned, and effectual measures taken, 
not only for the due protection of the frontier and 
our own citizens, but also to maintain our neutras 
lity, enforce our treaty stipulations, and to prevent 
those disturbances which are likely to occur in the 
present posture of affairs. oo 

With. this view, or to these ends, the inhabitants 
from that region have called loudly for a regular 
military force. And F have repeatedly, during the 
winter, urged the Secretary of War to send troops 
to that frontier; and so late as the Sth mst. after 
the affair of the “Robert Peel,” andia anwser to 
my renewed request to send troops there, and to 
an inquiry made by me of the Secretary, whether 
a regiment could not be withdrawn from the Che- 
rokee country, or Florida, F received an answer, a 
copy of which I hold in my hand, and from whieh 
Ibeg leave to read the following extract: i 
Extract of a letter from the Secretary or Wan to 1sax 


7 H. Bronson, datea June 5th, 1S. 
To remove any part of the forces from the Cherokee conn 


_ try until we know. more ofthe disposition of those people, and 


ascertain positively whether-they will accept of ihe. Hberal of 
fers of Government, and remove peaceably to their new homes 


in the Went, might be-attenided with the ‘most injurious: cotte 


June, 1838 g 


APPENDIX TO THE CONG 


25TH Conce ZND Sess. 


“quences. Nor can the Department consent to withdraw any 
part of the army destined to protect the inhabitants of Florida, 
as it is coriceived that such a movement would expose that Ter- 
ritory to the depredations-of the savages, The accounts from 
the Western frontier are ofa charactér to render it very desira- 
ble to augment cur force there; and it cantict, in my opinion, 
be diminished, in the slightest degree, without danger té the 
peace of ihat country. You will perceive, from this statement, 
that our little army is actively and usefully employed else- 
where, and cannot be withdrawn from its present stations with- 
öut seriousinjury to the public service. Tam convinced, haw- 
ever, that it is of tre Jast importance to place a complete force 
upon the Northern and Eastern frontier. The character of the 
country, and the obligations of the Government to maintain its 
treaty stipulations, to protect its own citizens, and to execute 
the laws, all require the presence of a regular force, under the 
command of prudent and discreet officers. Having these ob- 
jects in view, and aware of the exigencies of the service, the 
Department has recommended, most urgently, an increase of 
the army, and an additional number of regiments,” 

I am aware, sir, that it is, or may be be said, 
that these Canada disturbances are drawing -to a 
Glose; that there is no danger of any. further 
trouble on that frontier; but gentlemen deceive 
themselves oti this subject, if they so believe. If 
the revolt in the colonies is Entirely suppressed, and 
all further hostilities cease, still many ‘years must 
elapse, even under the most favorable auspices, 
before that state of peace and quiet and neighborly 
feeling can be restored which existed previous to 
the recent troubles. But I have yet to learn that 
the present disaffection atid struggle for a change 
of Government, will be suppressed. 1 know, sir, 
that Great Britain has.poured in her legions of 
armed men, and almost filled the Canadas with 
her chosen cohorts; that some fifteen thousand of 
het choicest troops, aided by twenty-five thousand 
local militia, are now under arms in those pro- 
vinces, and that it is expected that this spirit of 
freedom (or revolt, if you choose to call it so) will 
speedily be crushed beneath the strong arm of 
power. Smothered, for a time, it may be; but, un- 
less I greatly mistake the nature of that spirit, it 
cannot be crushed and destroyed. . The maxim, 
that “revolutions do not go backward,” is not an 
idle saying. There is truth and history in it. Why 
should we suppose that this maxim will be 


falsified in this particular instance? The inhabi- - 


tants of the upper province particularly, are an 
intelligent and worthy people, reputed to be brave 
and persevering, and capable of appreciating and 
enjoying a free government. They claim to be 
actuated by a love of liberty, and a cesire for free 
government, and to be struggling against oppres- 
sion. But, sir, as to the merits of the quarrel, I 
have nothing to say, because that is not necessary 
to the argument. . It is sufficient for us to know 
that-such a contest was commenced, ‘and is going 
on, ina neighboring country; and knowing that, 
we know that the experience of latter times forbids 
the idea that people engaged in such a cause can 
be completely conquered or crushed. The march 
of civil liberty and free government, particularly 
on this continent, is not backward; and in the con- 
sideration of the present state and future prospects 
of that frontier, we should be careful not to deceive 
ourselves with the supposition that all trouble in 
Canada is at an end. We must take things as 
they are; and: our policy in relation to the protec- 
tion and garrisoning that frontier, should not be 
based upon the supposition that all disturbances 
there are destined. to be of short, duration. Ihave 
already alluded to the proximity of our citizens on 
the northern frontiers to their Canadian neighbors, 
and the facility of intercourse, etc. and the great 
number of refugees along our line, all conspiring to 
enlist the sympathies, and arouse the kindly feel- 
ings of our citizens on the frontier, in behalf of the 
patriots; and, sir, it would be strange indeed if 
such sympathies were not aroused in the breasts of 
our countrymen. They would be less than free- 
men, less than Republicans, if they could, withoxt 
one. kindly feeling, see a struggle going on, in 


which they supposed a question of civil liberty and. 


free government was involved. Sir, if they were 
entirely indifferent to such a contest, they would 
lack that Republican spirit and principle which 
attaches men to free government. How was it in 
the Southern and Southwestern States, when the 
Texan revolution was in progress? What feeling 
was excited in behalf ef the Texan patriots, parti- 
colarly in Tennessee, when that struggle was going 
onl—~a contest, too, which was not on their 
immediate borders, but which was waged hun- 
dreds of miles from them, and whose proximity 


of territory lent no aid to the sympathetic 
feeling exhibited. The events of that day evince 
too plainly what feelings our own citizens indi- 


vidually entertain. When such struggles are going” 


on, and they warn us also to what, dangerous and 
improper interference such feélings may lead them 
in disregarding the rights of a neutral and friendly 
power. But while I would warn you of the exis- 
tence of such sympathy, and while I would hope 


that the citizens-of this Republie may never beso ` 


dead and stupid as to have lost all feeling and 
friendly regard for those who may be struggling 
for free Government, yet, sir, I should most deeply 


deplore any, the slightest, interference on their part, | 


either in word or deed, which would be inconsis- 
tent with cur neutral obligations. On this point I 
trust that I shall not be misunderstood. Our treaty 
stipulations and neutral obligations to neighboring 
and friendly powers, are not only some of the most 
sacred laws of the land, but the strict observance 
and enforcement of them are among our highest 
duties, both nationally and individually; and no 
considerations of sympathy, or respect for abstract 
rights or free principles, should for a moment tole- 
rate or excusé d few of our citizens, in the viola- 
tion of duties so plain, and obligations so impera- 
tive; ‘and when it is borne in nfind that their viola- 
tion is not only an act of such manifest wrong toa 
neighboring friendly nation, but tends so directly to 
involve our whole country in all the horrors of 
war, the sevevity of censure and condemnation can 
hardly be too strong against those whe would thus 
foolishly and reckiessly endanger the peace and 
happiness cf their own countrymen. To possess 
such feelings of sympathy is one thing; but to ex- 
press them by improper overt acts of interference 
is another, for which I would offer no apology or 
excuse. Į am aware shat, under the present ex- 
cited state of feeling on the frontier, a cool, judi- 
cious course of conduct may be difficult-with some, 
but I trust and believe that with the great mass of 
our citizens it will not be found so. I have confi- 
dence to believe that a high:sense of national and in- 
dividual justice will actnate them, and that they will 
be as ready to aid the arm of the'General Govern- 
ment in enforcing our neutral obligations, as. I 
know they will be in repelling invasion, or protect- 
ing cur own honor if necessarv. : 

I have ‘thus-sketched briefly the state of our 
frontiers, but I have- not adveried to the northern 
part of the Territory of Wisconsin, and to the ne- 
cessity of keeping up some military force in that 
Territory, particularly at Forts Winnebago and 
Howard, and at some point on Lake Superior, 
near Fond du Lac. A large number of Indians 
still remain in that Territory north of the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers, and a force is considered indispen- 
sably necessary at those forts, as well as on Lake 
Superior. 

I now propose to show what amount of force is 
considered necessary for the efficient protection of 
our extended frontier; what number of`trovps is 
supposed to be needful for a peace establishment, 
and to guard and protect all the various interests of 
the Republic; and on this peint, I must necessarily 
rely upon the cpinions of military men and others, 
who have bestowed much reflection on these sub- 
jects, and who, from their great experience and pe- 
culiar position, are supposed to know, or ought to 
know, best, and to give the most satisfactory opi- 
nion; and in going over this ground, I will avoid, 
as much as possible, the details mentioned by the 
chairman of the Military Committee, though I must 
necessarily advert to them, and to some of them 
particalarly where he-did not mention some facts 
in relation to them, which I conceive important. 

In the first place, we have the recommendation 
of the Secretary of War, in the documents annexed 
to his last annual report, showing what number of 
troops he deems necessary for a peace establish- 
ment in the present state of the country, and 
amounting, in ail, to 14,240, viz: 

For the forts on the Atlantic, erected, in course of 


erection, and repairing -~ - - 2,300 
For works projecied ~ - - 1,565 
For Western frontier proper - - 5,600 
In Wisconsin, at Forts Howard and Win- 

nebago, and at Prairie du Chien - - 1,000 


For Canadian frontier, from Hancock bar- 
racks, Maine, to Fort Brady, at the Sault 
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St. Mary 


At points requiring protection along th 
lantic coast í Teese 


ae Beas Re mie en Tee oe 14,240 

In this calculation, however, it will be -observed 
that only 5,600 men are assigned to the. Western 
frontier, (which is a mtich. lower estimate, than is 
made by any other person) and only 900 for the 
whole Canada frontier, which, at the present time, 
is altogether too small, though, at the time the.re- 
port was made on the 5th of December last, it 
might have been deemed sufficient. The item of 
2,875 for other pointsfon the Atlantic, however, I 
do. not deem necessary; so thaton the whole, per- 


. haps, the aggregate is sufficiently. large. 


General Scott’s estimate, made on the 19th of 
November last, as contained in his Jetter..of that 
date in Doc. No. 199, is as follows: -~ as 
For the Atlantic coast, including 

Baton Rouge at the south, and 

Hancock barracks at the north ~- 
For Fort Brady, Fort Mackinaw, 

- Fort Howard, and Fort Winne- _ 
bago - lregiment. 
For western frontier -. 8 regiments. 


7 regiments. 


Making, in all « A >16 regiments. 

Which, estimating 80 privates to a company (as 
he does) with the usual quantum of officers, would 
make a force, in all, of about 15,500. But in this 
estimate, it will be perceived that the Northern or: 
Canada frontier is entirely omitted, with the excep- 
tion of Fort Brady and Fort Mackinaw; and the 
letter was written before any of ‘the recent distur- 
bances in the Canadas had taken place. But still 
General Scott proceeds, in that letter, to give an 
estimate of a provisional army for that frontier, 
and remarks, that “ taking the peace establishment 
numbers as before, additional companies will be 
required as follows, viz: 


At Fort Brady .- - - - - - 1 
At Fort Mackinaw - - - -= - 1 
At Fort Gratiot, foot of Lake Huron -~ ~ 2 
At Detroit 20-0 ooe l ben act o e n oeo b 
At Fort Niagara 0 = loes ce ani ta 2 
At Sackets Harbor and Oswego . au 8 

` At Lake Champlain - -o o’ TO 
At Maine frontier - - - - -10 
Making, in all, 40 


companies, or about 3,800 troops in the aggregate 
for that frontier—a number too large, in my opinion; 
but even reducing it one-half would give an aggre- 
gate of 17,400 for the whole army: and in this esti- 
mate it will be seen that Gen, Scott assigns 8 regi- 
ments, or nearly 8,000 men, the Western frontier. 
{ will now advert to opinions of other military 
men; as to the force necessary for the Western 
frontier alone. f : 
General Atkinson, under date of 22d August 
last, (document | 276,) says: é 

For the protection of the Lake country, including 
Green Bay and Fort Winnebago, I should assign 
one regiment of infantry (1,000 men) 1,650 
For posts on the Upper Mississippi, one regi- 

ment of infantry and two troops of dra- 
goons - - 7 ; 
For posis on the Missouri river, and interme- 
diate posts on the Osage or Neoshe river, 
one regiment of infantry and eight troops of 
dragoons - 
For Arkansas and Red river frontier, one re- 
giment of infantry and six troops of d:a- 
goons - - 1,600 
For posts on the Red river and Sabine river, 

two regiments of infantry and four troops 

of dragoons - 2,400 
Making i 8,000 
This would give, for the Western frontier pro- 
per, about 7,000. : 

In the document last alluded to, (No. 276,) Mr. 
Dougherty, the Indian agent at Fort Leavenworth, 
expresses his opinion that 6,000 troops are necessary 
for the defence of the Western frontier proper. 
Col. Kearney, of the dragoons, in the same do- 
cument, under date of June 20, 1637, estimates 


1,200 


1,800 
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the necessary force for the protection of the West- 
ern frontier at 4 regiments of infantry and three of 
dragoons, or about 7,000 men; but in this I do not 
understand him to include the posts on the Upper 
Mississippi. 


General Gaines says, under date of August 17, 


1937, (vide same document:) 

«E am decidedly of opinion that, in addition to the posts and 
garrisons already placed on the frontier between the mouth of 
the Babinsand Missouri rivers, inclusively, there should be held 
ready furaction a dispesable force of six tnousand men.” 

The amount of force already there at that date I 
am not able to state, but I conclude it could not 
have been short of two or three thousand. Subse- 
quently, under date of February 28, 1838, (Doc. 
No. 311,) General Gaines recommends a force gf 
3,910 men for that frontier. 

General Gratiot (vide Doc. 59) estimates the 
force necessary for the protection of the Western 
frontier at 12,910, and General Cross, Acting 
Quartermaster General, estimates it at 7,000 men. 

I might give the opinions of many other distin- 
guished gentlemen on these points, but enough, I 
trust, is shown by those already quoted. They are 
the opinions of gentlemen who are well acquainted 
with the subject, and entitled to the most respectful 
consideration; and, from all these, it is quite evi- 
dent that the lowest number of troops requisite for 
the protection of the Western frontier would be 
§,000, or upwards. For the Atlantic coast, I 
will take the estimate of the chairman of the Milii- 
tary Committee, which is 3,400, and which is the 
lowest estimate, and some 1,500 below the Secre- 
tary of War; and then, if we allow three regiments, 
of 1,000 each, for the whole Northern or Canada 
frontier, including Maine, and including the forts 
in Wisconsin, which is a very low estimate, and 
we shall have a force of 12,400, which is just about 
the amount to which the army will be increased by 
adopung the propositions now before us, and in- 
cluding Ure new regiment to be reported by the 
Military Committee; and all this is without any 
estimate for, or reference to, Florida or the Chero- 
kee country; where, I believe, upwards of 4,000 
troops are now employed, and where, in any event, 
considerable force will yet be required for some 
time tocome. I know it is said that the Florida 
war is nearly ended; but, sir, it is not vet ended, and 
will not be while a single Seminole or Mickasuky 
remainsin the everglades of that peninsula. 

It must be evident, therefore, thata force of from 
twelve thousand to fifteen thousand is not only in- 
dispensably neccssary, but is the lowest possible 
number of which our military establishment shoald 
consist, i? it is intended to afford by it any thing 
like adequaie protection to the country. Without 
an increase ot the army, it seems inevitable that 
we must resort to volunteers and militia, not tlem- 
porarily merely, and for emergencies, but for a per- 
manentstaxding force. k 

Within the fast six years, no less than forty-three 
thousand cight hundred and eighty-five volunteers 
and militia have been employed at different times, 
and tor. different periods, in the service of the 
United Siates, as appears by rolls of the Pay De- 
partment. The average would be upwards of 
seven thousand per annum; and. I think, froma 
careful examination cf the documents showing this 
fact, that it may be safely stated that the number 
for the whole of that time has been equivalent to 
four thousand constantly in service; though much 
of the time during the Florida war the number has 
been much higher than that. Is there any proba- 
bility that for the next five or six years we shall 
want less military force than we have for the jast 
six years? Are there indications of a stafe of such 
profound quiet as to warrant such a belief? On 
the contrary, sir, is it not evident that in allreascon- 
able probability we shall require a greater military 
force? I have already alluded to the situation of 
our Northern and Western frontiers particularly, 
and it seems to me that no man can shut his eyes 
to the necessity of a considerable and specdy aug- 
mentation of force on those frontiers. I will not 
institute a comparison as to the relative efficiency 
of volunteers and regular troops. If we are to 
have a standing army, it should be such a one, in 
point of numbers, as the interests of the ‘country 
and the exigencies of the public ‘service require, 
and such a one as to obviate the necessity of con- 
stantly calling, and almost permanently keeping, in 
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the service the militia of the country or volunteers, 

which is alike detrimental to the productive indus- 
try of the country, and ruinous to the National 
‘Treasury. er i f 

If an increase of the regular army is necessary 
to enable the General Government to keep a na- 
tional police to enforce its treaty stipulations and 
obligations, and, above all, to afford that protec- 
tion and security to its own citizens, which is the 
first object and highest duty of all Governments, 
ther such increase must take place, without refe- 
rence to the question of expense, or without stop- 
ping to inquire how much may be the cost; but, as 
Í have sbown that either such an increase is ne- 
cessary, or that we must resort to the volunteer 
system, I deem it, therefore, not improper to 
call the attention of the committee to the relative 
expense of volunteers, militia, and regular troops, 
and to the vast disparity in the cost of maintaining 
volunteers and regulars. 

By a report {rom the War Department (Doc. 
No. 271,) in answer to a resolution of this House 
at this session, it will be seen that the expense of 
acompany of volunteers, not mounted, is about 
double that of an infantry company in the regular 
service, under all circumstances; but if the volun- 
teers are mounted, as most of them are, the diffe- 
rence is still greater, and is, in factnearly six to one. 

The following extract from Gen. Towson’s let- 
ter to the Secretary of War, in the report above 
alluded to, exhibits this - matter very clearly, and I 
beg the especial attention of members to this ex- 
tract; which is as follows: 

“Mounted volunteers or militia are not wanted to supply the 
place of dragoons or cavalry: they are armed as infantry or ri- 
tlemen, and, in battle, act on foot as infantry. Horses for such 
troaps are umiecessary; and so far from ‘facilitating the move- 
ments ofan army, they retard and embarrass ‘it,-especially in 
unsettled countries, where the forage must be transported: in 
wagons, and the roads opened by troops. Notwithetanding this 
most serivus inconvenience, three-fourths of the volunteers that 
have seryed in. Indian wars havébeen mounted; and, to forma 
proper estimate of the relative expense of sucli troops; the com- 
parison should be made. with the United. States infantry, to 
which the proportion is as 14,570 76 to 2,590, or very near six . 
to one, - ie 

‘This enormous disparity in the expenses of the two forces is 
not owing to the extravagant allowances made to volunteers; for, 
except inthe article of clothing, they are not better paid than ` 
regular troops, and altogether insufficiently compensated to re- 
imburse them for the pecuniary sacrifices they make-in leaving 
home and employment, to say nothing of the danger and hard- 
ships they encounter. Itis caused, principally, by expenses for 
traveiling to and from the place where the services of volun- 
teers and militia are required; to vne hire, maintenance, and in- 
demuity for horses; and to furnishing them a full supply of 
clothing as a bounty, without regard to length of service. Tho ' 
statements aiso show the expense of volunteers serving on foot, 
and of militia, The term ofservice ofthe latter never exceeds 
tree months, unless specially provided for. 

There is ene compatison that would plave the contrast be- 
tween the expenses of regular and irregular troops in a much 
stronger helt, if I had the data to enable me to state it in figures; 
and that is, the comparative loss and destruction of military 
slores and public property by the two forces. The immense im- 
portance attached to this subject by European Governments as 
a priucipal means of sustaining war, has led to the most rigid 
economy, and the strictest accountability in every thing côn- 
nected with the materiel of an army. We have profited by 
their experience; and it is probable a more perfect system of ac- 
counwability is no where to be found than in ourlitde army; but 
itrequires the st of years to understand, and the exercise of 
mardallaw to.entorce it, This cannot be expected of irregular 
troops, that serve at most but a few months. As volunteers are 
frequently relieved. and their places supplied by others, it re- 
quires a {large number to keep up a moderate force in the field. 
Dis increases in proportion not only the travelling and clothing 
expenses, but adds greatly to the pension list. $ 

“There is another subject which I would respectfully suggest 
should be considered in connection with the employment of 
volunteers; and that is, the great inconvenience to which it sub- 
jects that useful class of citizens, the heavy tax imposed on 
their patriotism, and the loss the country sustains by diverting 
labor from its proper object, and turning producers inte -con- 
sumers, Respectfully, 

Your obedient servant. 
N. TOWSON, 
Paymaster General.” 


fon. JoEL R. Pornsetr. 
Secretary of War. 
So far, therefore, as expense is concerned, 
every consideration of economy would indicate 
the impropriety of employing volunteers. This 
has been one of the causes of the enormous expen- 
ditures of the Florida War. In March, 1836, the 
Executive called upon Congress for an increase of 
the regular army, to enable kim to avoid the ex- 
pense and difficulties which have occured in the 
volunteer system. Congress, however, refused to 
inerease the army, but passed the act of 23d May, 
1836, authorizing the employment of 10,660 vo- 
lunteers. 
Volunteers were aecordingly employed, and it 
may not beirrelevant to trace, for a moment, the 
history of their employment and service in Florida, ! 
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for a little more than two years. past,-and-see how 
army after army has been marched into and out of 
Florida, at the most- frightful expense, and with 
comparatively small results, © 731 o 2 
Ist. In January,. 1836, when the news of Dade’s 
massacre reached New: Orleans, General: Gaines 


raised a corps of volunteers, “and, auited”” a 
few regulars;. marched. them from Louisiana: to 
Florida, where they. served till the “ensuing May, 
when they were marched back to thély homes and 
discharged. . E ey 
2d. In the month of February, of that year, an 
army of militia‘and volunteers, about 3,000 strong, 
was organized by General Scott, in South Carolina, 
Georgia and Alabama, and marched tò Florida, 
where they served about sixty days, and were then 
marched: back and discharged. fe, 
3d. In June following, Governor Call undertook 
a “summer campaign,” and a brigade of mounted 
volunteers was organized. in Tennessee, and. put in 
march towards Florida. As his appeal. to-the peo- 
ple of Florida for an auxiliary force proved. una- 
vailing, the summer campaign. was. abandoned, 
and the Tennessee brigade halted for a while in the 
Creek conntry.. It entered Florida late in Septem- 
ber, and its-term of service expired in December, 
when it took up the line of march on. its.refurn to 
Tennessee, in the midst of the campaign then i 
progress under the chief command of General Jesip. 
dih. This departure of the ‘Tennessee’ brigade 
imposed upon General “Jesup the necessity of 
calling upon Georgia and Alabama for. another 
contribution, and, accordingly, a corps of volun- 
teers waS organized ‘in each of those States, and 
marched from thenée to Florida, where they served 
until May, 1837, when they likewise took. up their 
line of return, march. to’ their homes, after a little 
more than three months’ service. = 47, on 
5th. Next came the. preparations for the cam- 
paign of the past winter, in which a very large 


-volunteer force was drawn from Georgia, Ala- 


bama, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Missouri. 

From this brief retrospect. of the last two years, 
it will be seen that five volunteer armies have, 
during that time, been organized-and marched from 
distant points to Florida to serve for short-periods, 
and then to march back again to their homes. 
The nature of the couatry and climate 3s such that 
no military operations can be carried on: there “in 
the summer, consequently these levies have gene- 
rally been only for short periods, and during that 
part of the season when the war could be prose- 
cuted. i i 

The expenses of militia and volunteers, by the 
act of 20th April, 1818, commence the moment 
they leave their homes, and while marching to the 


-place of rendezvous, and continue till they are 


marched back again to their homes. Sir, it is no 
cause of wonder that the expenses of that war, un- 
der this state of things, bave been so enormous; 
and it is believed by some that one half of the.ex- 
penses of that war have resulted from this.volun- 
teer system, forced upon the Executive by the. act 
of Congress above referred to, which, instead. of 
providing him with regular troops, compelled him 
to resort to the employment of volunteers and: tai- 
litia. . ` 

General Towson, in the extract above. quoted, 
alludes to the great importance of a rigid economy 
and accountability in relation to the military, stores 
and MATERIEL of an army, and of the great difi- 
culty of infusing that spirit of economy in raw and 
irregular troops. As germane to this point, and to 
show the profuseness and extravagance which is 
likely to prevail with such. troops, L will read an 
extract, or a few of the items, from ab account 
against the United States, a copy of which, among 
one or two others in my possession, are certified by 
the Acting Quartermaster General to be ‘true co- 
pies of originals in the hands of Col. H. Stone, 
Quartermaster, to whom they were presented for 
payment, and that they are retained as fair sam- 
ples of the kind of expenditures incurred by. volun- 
teers and militia.” ; 

The items to which I refer, are as follows, Yiz: 

1 basket of Champagne Wine ~ 928 00 

4 boxes Champagne Cider, at $6 .- 24 -00 

1 keg Newark Cider = - 4000 

1 bbi. Cognac Brandy, 40 gallons at.§2.-.. 

and barrel — — — -~ ~ eee 


fone, 1838, 
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1 bbl. Malaga Wine,.32-gall’s, at $1 25, 40 00 
6 quarter boxes best Cigars, at $6 - 36 00 
4 box honey-dew Tobacco, 64 lbs. atgl, 64 00 


120 bottles of Porter, at 40: cents _ - 48 00 
1 bbl. Claret Wine - - ~ . 38 C0 
ż dozen Cologne Water - - 3. 00 


The account was incurred by a corps of the Ala- 
bama militia, who were called into the service of the 
United States; and at the foot of the account, the 
quartermaster of the corps certified that the above 
account is true and correct, and that the articles 
were purchased agreeably to his order for the service 
of the United States; and then, at the foot. of that, 
the commanding general of the division certifies 
that “the above account is true and correct.” 
[Here a number of gentlemen asked, “ Who is it 
signed by? whose name is to it?” and Mr. B. handed 
it to them for examination.] It is not material to 
the argument what particular person signed this 
account, or for what corps the articles were pur- 
chased; the account is open to the inspection of any 
gentleman who chooses to examine it. The object 
in exhibiting it is not to reflect upon the officers or 
the corps who incurred it, but to show the laxity 
that prevails among such kind of troopsin the mat- 
ter of economy, and as a sample of the kind of ex- 
penditures incurred by them. This account was 
not paid, however, by the department. 

Bat, sir, shoald any gentleman entertain any 
doubt on the subject ef the greatly enhanced ex- 
pense of militia or volunteers over regular troops, I 
would refer him to the document on that subject, 
(No. 271) where the details are given, and the ex- 
penses of the different corps minutely compared. 

In any light in wh ch we can view this subject, 
the proposed increase of the army, as recommend- 
ed by the Military Committee of this House, and 
which, with the additional regiment, will bring up 
the army to about 12,500, is not only an increase 
which is rendered necessary by every proper con- 
sideration of expediency, policy, and economy, but, 
in the present condition. of the country, seems to 
be unavoidable, and is the lowest possible number 
which can re considered sufficient for the proper 
protection of our frontiers; and the additional regi- 
ment {s particularly necessary, at the present time, 
in order to enable the Secretary of War to orga- 
nize a force on the Northern frontier. At present 
the force on that frontier consists mainly of new 
recruits, not regularly attached to any regiment, 
and the skeleton companies to which they should 
be attached are’ mostly in the South cr Southwest. 
I believe only one or two rêgular companies are 
now on the northern lines; but, by authorizing a 
new regiment to be raised, the Secretary can at 
once cause it to be organized on that frontier, and 
fill it up, almost immediately, with the men now 
there; and without disturbing the present forces in 
the South and West; and this, among other rea- 
sons, induces me to prefer the bill as amended by 
the committee of this House, to the one which 
eame from the Senate. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot imagine any reasonable 
or plansible objections which can be urged against 
this increase, unless it may be the old -and  oft- 
repeated warning of the dangers of a standing 
army—a warning, sir, to which I would give as 
much heed as any other man; but that point is not 
now involved ia-the question under consideration, 
and I do not prepose to discuss it farther taan to 
say that the policy and propriety of keeping up 
a small standing army has been long admitted and 
settled, and the measure is one which has for a 
long time received the sanction of the people, and 
which is universally conceded to be necessary; and, 
as to the dangers to be apprehended’ from such an 
increase as the one now proposed, I -have only to 
remark, that I think geftlemen must be laboring 
under a very unnecessary alarm, if they have the 
slightest fears that the liberties of fifteen millions 
of people—free, brave, and intelligent, as the peo- 
ple of this Union are—can be endangered by a 
standing army of less than 15,000 men, and that 
army scattered along er around a frontier of 
upwards of 8,000 miles in extent. 

T had intended to discuss more at large the me- 
rits of some of the details of the bill now before 
us; but time presses, and I will only allude to two 


or three of the most important and deserving of 


consideration. 
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This bill allows cavalry pay, which is the high- 
est grade of pay, to all the staff officers of the army 
who are not already entitled to it, and particularly 
to all those who are to be appointed by this law; 
and, if I correctly understand, every officer of the 
staff department will be entitled to cavalry pay if 
this bill becomes a Jaw, but no provision is made 
for the officers of the line; their pay is toremain the 
same. Now, sir, thisis an invidious distinction, 
and one that ought never to be made, and, in my 
Opinion, extremely unjust towards the officers of ` 
the Hine. If any increase-of pay takes place, it 
should be to them first.. They, sir, are the work- 
ing men, (if I may so term them,) at all events the 
fighting men, of the army. It is your line officers 
who are exposed to all the dangers of field service, 
and to all the privations and hardships of a military 
life; one year, perhaps, stationed on the Northern 
boundary of Maine; the next, transferred to the 


swamps and sickly climate of Florida; then watch- | 


ing the Indian on the Western frontier of Arkan- 
sas; and anon cooled off, perhaps, by a winter’s re 

sidence at Green Bay. And it is your officers of 
the line, too, who, on many awell-fought field, have 
borne their country’s tag to victory, and who have, 
On all occasions, exhibited a devotion and zeal for 
the service of their éountry, seldom equalled, and 
never surpassed. But they need no euloginm from 
me. They are known to be brave and merité- 
rious; and it will be found, on examination, that 
their present pay (particularly for those who have 
families) is hardly sufficient for their ordinary sup- 
port. It was fixed as long ago, I believe, as 1802 

and, with some slight exceptions, remains now as 
then fixed; while, in the mean time, the expenses 
of living and the cost of almost every article 
necessary to their comfortable stibsistence, have 
nearly doubled. It would be most gross and mani- 
fest injustice, then, to raise the pay of other ofh- 
cers whose duties ate not so arduous or so danger- 
ous, ahd omit the officers of the line. My colleague 
[Mr.J€emp.e} has already laid upon the table an 
amendment calculated to remedy this defect in the 
bill, and It trust that it will receive the hearty con- 
carrence of the House. = 

The 15th section, Mr. Chairman, provides that 
officers of the line shall not be detached from their 
proper duties to serve in the Indian or pay depart- 
ments, or on engineer duty. In other words, that 
they shall not be taken from the line for extra duty. 
This is, no doubt, an excellent provision, and will 
tend to remedy one of the evils that has of late 
years very much weakened the efficiency of the ar- 
my; butl find a proviso tacked to the end of that 
section, which, in my opinion, will defeat the whole 
object of the section; and that proviso is, that 
when officers of the line are new detached on such 
extra duty, they may be continued in such employ- 
ment until they can conveniently be spared there- 
from, or until they can leave it without detriment 
to the public service. Now, sir, you may depend 
that the convenient time for these men to return to 
their duties in the line will never arrive, under this 
proviso, and the result will be that, by one excuse 
and another, they will remain as now employed, 
and the real service of the army will continue to 
suffer as it has done. This proviso should be 
stricken out, or at least so modified as to state some 
precise period beyond which they should not be 
continued on such extra duty. 

There are also other details of this biil equally 
interesting and important, which I had intended to 
discuss, but I have already occupied much more of 
the time of this committee than I had intended; 
and the mass of other business yet before the 
House to be acted upon within the very few days 
that yet remain to us of the present session, ad- 
monishes me that I ought not further to trespass 
upon their patience at this time. 


mme rears errr, memento eet 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
Or CONSECTICUT, 

In Senate, June —-, 1838—On the bill to appropri- 
ate alternate sections of land io the construction 
of the New Albany and Mount Carmel Rail- 
road, in the States of illinois and Indiana. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said that large sums 
of the public money, which belonged to all the 


a7 


“Senate, 


people of the Union in common, had been appro- 
priated from time to time to construct and build 
roads, and make improvements, in’ different ‘States 
in the Union, which were of-a local character, and 
which belonged to the State in which the improve- 
ment was made, though done ‘atthe sole expense 


: of the General Government. Mr. S. said it was 
difficult for him. to see from what source Congress 


derived the power .to make these appropriations. 


-He was confident the. Constitution conferred. no 


such power; and if it did not, no such power existed. 
So confident was he that no such authority was 
vested in Congress, that he- was very unwilling to 
attempt to exercise it; and had always refused to 
support any such bill while he had had the honor to 
‘be a member of this. body; aud he felt bound, at al! 
times, to vote against such bills, though he was 
quite friendly to the projects which were sought to 
he sustained’ by- appropriations from the public 
Treasury. If this bill was of that character, he 
should feel himseif bound to oppose it; but this he 
conceived to be. far different, in every aspect’ in 
which it could be presented. A company, by the 
aid, and under the auspices, of ‘the State in which 
the work was to be done, proposed to build an ex- 
pensive railroad through the public, lands, which 
have been in marker and offered for sale at the 
minimum price; more than, thirty years, and no 
parchasers have been found to take them up, or 
settle upon them.. There must. be some good rea- 
son why these lands have not been sold; there may 
be different causes for it.. One may’ be, that the 
lands are not of the first quality; but he was appre- 
hensive that the. principal reason was, that the 
lands were too far from market to come in compe- 
tition with those which were much nearer market, 
and at least equal in quality Be it either the 
one or-the other of these causes, or. both, the 
influence which the proposed improvement would 
have upon these lands would be very great 
beyond adoubt. The facilities that the railroad 
would afford in transporting the productions of 
the country would add greatiy to the value of 
the land, and induce settlers to take them up, 
and improve them, and. without secme such im- 
provement, which must be conducted by private 
enterpris2, there would be, persaps, no. mere pros- 
pect ofa sale and settlement of the lands. for thirty 
years ‘to come, than there had been for thirty years 
past. If this isa just calculation, what then are 
the lands, without the improvement, worth to the 
Government?. They are literally worth nothing. 
If individuals owned: the: land, and could much 
improve the value by giving a portion of them to 
some enterprising company to build the road, 
would it not be just to himself to do so? No one, 
{Mr. S. said] he apprehended, would doubt it. 
And is not the Government justifiable in taking the 
same course to raise the value of the land? If it 
was not, Mr. S. said he was not able to discover 
thereason. These Jands belong to the people, and 
whatever the Government does in relation to them, 
is in behalf of, and for the. benefit of, the people, or 
should be so. Mr. S. said he had no hesitation in 
saying that if the railroad would raise the lands to 
the Government price, it would be an. excellent 
bargain to give one hall’ of the lands, for a mile in 
width, as was propesed by the bill, retaining the 
other half. The Government woul! then get the 
rise on one half within that space, and on the whole 
beyond that. Butis the Government were to re- 
ceive no other benefit from the railroad than the 
rise of one half of the land, the half would be 
worth infinitely more than the whole is in iis pre- 
sent condition. There is every reason to believe 
that the jands to. be affected by the improvement, 


- would rise in value to three times the amount. of 


the value of the land which is proposed to be given 
to the railroad, or to the States, for the improve- 
ment. The object of the bil! is not to appropriate 
money, or apply lands, in constructing a road by 
the Government, but by receiving a fair, full, and 


‘adequate compensation for the ‘lands to be convey- 


ed to the Stale, by the improvement and consequent 


-rise in the remaining. land, which would be as well 


for the Government, as it would be if the Govern- 
ment were to convey te an individual or company 
an equal moiety of land, in consideration that the 
grantee would sell the other moiety for the same 
price that the whole would produce on the sale of 
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it. The sale of the land through which the road 
ix proposed to be made, is not the only interest 


which the Government or the people has to, 


advance; indeed, the value of the land has 
always been considered of but trifling conse- 
quence, compared with the important consideration 
of settling and peopling it. The nation is yet in 
iis infancy; but a very small portion of the public 
domain is yet settled or cultivated. Tocause the new 
lands to be settied with a virtuous and industrious 
people, is an object of the first magnitude. Will 
any one doubt but this bill has that tendency? All 
will agree thatit is vastly more important, and the 
nation would be a greater gainer by giving away al} 
the public lands, if it would be the means of bring- 
ing into the country a wholesome population, than 
it would be to sell the lands at an extravagant 
price, if, by that means, a corrupt and base popu- 
lation would follow. Adding to the means, and 
facilitating transportation, Mr. S. said, in his opi- 
nion, would be a very important step in inducing 
the settlement and cultivation of the new lands 
with an industrious people.. The people could see 


the manner in which their industry was to be re- ` 


warded; the whole country within the vicinity of 
the road would soon feel its vivifying influence; 
good and valuable inhabitants would find their way 
on to the lands; the lands would be highly culti- 
vated; the produce would go to market, the people 
would grow rich; and the prosperity of the country 
would be easily traced to the improvement, to which 
we should contribute by the conveyance of a small 
portion of our vast uncultivated territory, and 
which, as it now lies, is, to the nation or individu- 
als, entirely useless, and without any prospect of a 
better condition. Will it be said that the aid of 
Congress in this enterprise is sectional, and therc- 
fore ought not to be given, because it does not im- 
mediately redound to the benefit of all the people in 
the Union? Be itso; and what does that prove? 
Why, nothing at all. Erecting light-houses, forts, 


buoys, breakwaters, &c. may, in the same sense, - 


be said to be sectional, and that such expenditures 
contribute to the advancement of the interest of but 
a portion of the people of the Union, and yet, vir- 
tually, all are benefitted; and so it is with the pre- 
sent project, for the promotion of which the aid of 
Congress is invoked. : 
Any such appropriation as can be made consis- 
tently with the powers and duty cf Congress, and 
judiciously applied, though it may not directly ads 
vance the interest of but a portion of the people, 
if it indirectly promote the general interest, it is 
not unjust lo make the application. The most of 
appropriations made by Congress operate directly 
partially, but indirectly impartially; and this is ne- 
essarily the effect when applied to the various de- 
partments of the business of our country; but as 
the whole constitutes one great interest, in the 
benefit of which all participate, contributing to one 
branch, in a greater or less degree, promotes the in- 
terest of the whole. The honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Arten] opposes the bill for reasons 
which appear to be wholly unsound. He objects 
because he is averse to the General Government 
Seeoming a partner with individuals in private. bu- 
siness or enterprise. Mr. S. said he could not be 
more hostile to this principle than he was, or would 
lenda more unwilling hand to aid it; and if the 
action of Congress, in the support of this bill, re- 
quired the countenance of any such principle, he 
was sure jt could not have his support. He shou'd 
be the last man to give countenance or support to 
sucha principle. If this bill brings us within that 
principle, Mr. S. said he acknowledged himself in- 
capable of discerning its application. What in- 
terest does the General Government, by parting 
with the lands, take in the corporation? None at 
all. The principa! objection which appears to be 
made to the bill is, that the Government is giving 
away the lands which belong to the people, and not 
that the Government is subscribing for stock, and 
becoming a partuer in a private enterprise. The 
former objection he had endeavored to- obviate, 
and the latter needs no effort of his to remove, be~ 
cause there did not appear to him to be a plausible 
foundation for it. Mr. S. said he thought he could, 
withoat ay ‘violation of, but in strict accordance, 


with, his ducy;supporethe bill, 
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l Independent Treasury— Mr. Hunter. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 


SPEECH OF MR. HUNTER, 
‘Or VIRGINIA, 
in the House of Representatives, June 22, 1838—In 
Committee of the Whole, on the bill to establish 
an Independent Treasury. ` 
Mr. HUNTER addressed the committee as fol- 
lows: 7 . ‘ 
It is unfortunate for the country that- this mea- 
sure did not receive the support of some of its pre- 
sent friends when it was first proposed, and when 


its adoption would perhaps have contributed much . 


towards saving the community from that expiosion. 
in the banking system under which it is suffering. 
Nor is it less to be regretted that many of its origi- 
nal friends should refuse to practice upon. their 
theory, now that experience may be said almost to 
have verified ils truth. But itis not my purpose 
to make this circumstance the occasion for pointing 
that moral in relation to the baneful influence of 
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party spirit upon our counsels, which, as I firmly - 


believe, our people must read before they can so 
reform their institutions as to make their Represen- 


‘tatives what they ought to be—the representatives 


of the wishes and interests of their constituents, and 
notof the will of a patty. Neither shall I remark, 
sir, upon the singular fact, that the few friends of 
the present measure who retain their original posi- 
tion, are precisely those who are most denounced 
by the opponents of this bill. It was. Cardinal De 
Retz, I think, who, after remarking upon the 
strange. inconsistencies of human conduct, and the 
manner in which they are received in their day, has 
hazarded the conjecture that the appointment of a 
horse to the consulship, by Caligula, excited none of. 
the wonder in its time with which it was viewed 
by posterity. But, Mr. Chairman, Í leave it to the 
historian to state the case as between these parties, 
and posterity will pass judgment upon it in that 
spirit of justice and impartiality to which’ perhaps 
it would be arrogant in me to pretend. For myself 
I shall be content if I can vindicate the propriety of 
my own conduct, without assailing that of others, 
{am too well aware of the difficulties of my posi- 
tion to be willing to increase them unnecessarily. 
The history of all great reforms teaches us that 
they are full of dangers and trials to their projectors 
and early advocates. The one before us seems to 
be attended with its full share of difficulues. The 
friends of the billare already reeling under the 
load of denunciation which has been harled at their 
heads. The banks, it can scarcely be doubted, 
have taken the field against the measure with all of 
their iremendous power, and mighty machinery. 
They have a direct political interest in its fate, 
which they at least must both know and feel; an 
interest to be measured by the value of the power 
io control this Government, so far as its operations 
can possibly affectthem. Connect the Govern- 
ment with the banks by receiving their paper in its 
dues, and by depositing its funds with them, and 
they hold the sinews by which it meves. The Go- 
vernment must share in their embarrassments, and 
as it cannot well move without them, they hold in 
this connection an effectual security against all 
change or reform. Nay, more sir: they have thus 
the power to force the Government to furnish them 
the means ef moving, that it may itself proceed 
without hindrance from them. We have been 
lately compelled to lead them our funds, although 
that very loan imposed upon us the hard necessity 
of borrowing money to supply the pressing wants 
ofthe Government. Whilst this connection exists, 
they have nothing to do bat io make common 
cause in their delinquencies, and they may commit 
them with perfect impunity. At such a period, 
the Governments. both State and Federal, are sc 
far from havisg ta. rower of forcing them to per- 
form their most obviuus duties, that they cannot 
even collect their own dues from the banks, except 
upon terms which they may choose to dictate. And 
why, sir? Because they say, and they may make it 
so if they will, “any burthen iaid upon us will com- 
municate the pressure through our feet to the necks 
of the whole debtor class of the commanity upen 
which we stand.” If any man doubis the truth or 
this picture, let him louk through onr land to the 
spectacle of charters violated wah impunity, and 


_of promises broken’ almost without repreach, with 
an attendant train of sufferings almost as” great ‘as 
if the trace ofan invading foc were fresh within our 
borders. - Let him listen ‘to the élamors for a fe- 
newal of that very dependence of Government “ap! 
on banks which is to enable theth'to resenaet these. 
scenes at their pleasure, and with perfect impunity. 
Mr. Chairman, if it be true that a ‘political neces- 
sity sternly requires of iis to renew'this. dependence, 
of the Government npon banks; if-it Be true that, 
like the Siamese twins, they must forever‘continue ° 
to feel the same sympathies, tò make the same - 
movements, and to'partake, it common, of all the 
vicissitudes of this life, because any severance ‘of? 
the tie which binds them would be death to both, ’ 
I may at least be pardoned for looking into the ef- - 
fects of the operations of this Gvernment twin upon 
the body politic, and for examining the nature 
of that necessity which binds them together indis- 
solubly and forever. Asitseems to be Claimed 
that these banks are indispensable to -the people,” 
and that the banks cannot well exist without this 
connection with Government, it becomes us td ex- 
amine the truth of these propositions, and to-ascer- > 
tain the nature of the pecuniary and political ac- 
tion of this system upon our people, both with and 
without this connection, or, in otker words, both“ 
with and without the bill now under consideration. : 
In conducting this examination I shall endeavor to. 
exercise a spirit-of impartial, but’ of candid: and 
fearless inquiry. I shall not knowingly excite any’ 
unjust prejudice against these institutions or their’ 
rights; but I shall not be deterred from ‘exposing. 
what I believe'to. be the evil tehdenciesof the sys- 
tem, from the fear ‘that the task is unpopular. The ` 
time-has come when I mast speak out what. I be- 
lieve to be the ‘truth, without regard to ‘personal - 
consequences, ; : Be Bag a 
The first step in this inquiry, Mr. Chairman, will 
be to examine the operation of the banks upon the 
commerce between this and foreign countries, and 
then to point out the extent to which that operation - 
will be modified by the bill now under considera- * 
tion. $ : ` 
When we first adopted this banking system, thë 
mighty energies of this country were. beginning: to, 
develop themselves, and its great want was capital.. — 
A new and vast field was opened to human enters 
prise; its resources, which seemed to be untold, bes: 
cause they were innumerable, afforded all thë natas: 
ral elements of eredit. With the capacity to repro- 
duce with interest a vast amount. of capital in pro- 
portion to our Jabor, the great object was to invite - 
its Investment on onr shores. And here, sir, 1 wish 
to avoid the’confusion of terms by which capital 
and credit are so ofien confounded. By capital I 
mean the accumulated productions of labor, which «: 
always constitute, at any one time, a certain. 
amount, to whose sam no human legislation can’. 
add. This, if left to the natural laws of trade, will 


, distribute itself between different nations, and be- 


tween the different classes of productive industry, 
in proportion as they offer most profit, or pay most ` 
interest on its investment; and this process, if. Go-. 
vernment did not interfere, would go on until all: 
profits attained the same level. This capital isin-. 
vested upon the faith or credit that it will be repro--. 
duced with inierest: This credit depends wpon the 
nature of the material and mental agency engaged 
in the work of reproduction. Nature had givens. 
every thing to establish our credit so as to invite an .. 
exchange of capital for it. Unfortunately for ns, .. 
however, these ideas were confounded, and artifi- 
cial means were used to disturb the healthy opera-. 
tions cf nature. As the field for the profitable em- 
ployment of capital was greater here than in. the 
older countries of the world, so it was with the na-. 
tural rates of profit and interest,” This, of itself, 
would have attracted foreign capital to our shores: 
upon terms profitable to both parties, if Govern- 
ment had not attempted to have regulated this... 
branch of trade. By a strange mistake of the:in+: 


herent difference between capital. and credit, our 
Government seemed to suppose that credit could be 


transmuied into capital by modifying. its form i 
the shape of a circulating medium. Their real wis 
wis for capital; they saw there was a want! 
money, and set to work. tu satisfy thet wani by’ 

creasing the issues of paper having that form. They- 
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tirst fixed the rate of interest by law so far below the 
natural rate in this country—aithough it was still 
above that of older nations—thatit almost amounted 
to a prohibition to the citizens to borrow directly from 
abroad; and yet they managed, by a circuitous 
mode, to force upon us the use of foreign capital, 
at an exorbitant rate of interest, and in a manner 
which charged with this expense the great mass of 
the community, whilst a fèw only enjoyed the pe- 
culiar advantages of the loan. Banks were incor- 
porated, with the power to make the money which 

they were to lend; they were permitted to issue twice 

or thrice the amount of their capital; and although 

they were not permitted to charge more than the 
legal rate of interest upon any one Joan, yet the 

device was created by which they! might derive 

twice or three times that rate of interest upon their 

capital. The «ffect of these double laws was to 

force the greater portion of the demand for capital 

upon the banks, and this demand was for as much 

capital as could be employed profitably at the legal 

rate of interest. The natural demand for capital, 

ofcourse, was for as much as could be profit- 

ably employed at the natural rate of interest, 

which was always higher than that fixed by 

law. The natural demand, therefore, was smaller 

in amount than that thus created by artificial 

means. As if the vigorous appetite of high and 

youthful health was net sufficient, we offered unna- 

tural stimulants, that it might be ravenous encugh 

to devour the food which we were about to provide 

for it, and which otherwise it might have refused. 

In tracing, then, the operations of our laws regu- 

lating the banking system upon our people, this 

was the first step. There wasa difficulty in procur- 

ing food enough to satisfy the wants of natural 

hunger, and we began the task of supplying. it, by 

provoking this appetite to further excesses. 

Let uslook, now, to the nature of the food which 
we were preparing for its use. These banks were 
endowed with the exclusive privilege of issuing 
paper money, which was received by Government 
for its dues, whilst all artificial means were 
used to give il currency. The entire amount of 
money loaned’ by the banks beyond their specie 
gapital consisted of their own credit, issued in the 
form of a circulating medium. Bank credit, in the 
shape of a circulating medium, was placed on the 
same footing (so far as Government could make 
it s0,) not only with specie as a currency, but 


with real capital, inasmuch as no more interest | 


could be charged upon a loan of real capitai than 
upon the loan of this spegies of credit. ‘The con- 
sequence was, that the cheapest currency took the 
place of the dearer, but bettcr,.and the cheaper 
substitute for capital was used instead of real ca- 
pital, because the latter could not come into com- 


petition with the former ‘upon fair terms; and be- į 


cause those who held the latter, would prefer- to 


invest it in banks, through whose peculiar privi- i 


leges they might derive more than the legal inte- 
rest to which they were confined if they had at- 
tempted to loan it as individuals The effect of 
these laws was to force the great portion of the 
demand for capital by the community upon the 
banks, where they obtained credit as its substitute, 
which was received, too, in the shape of currency. 
Of course, these regulations’ naturally produced an 
inflation of the currency, and a rise of prices, not 
real, but nominal. I have once before endeavored 
to demonstrate the process by which this expan- 
sion of the currency produces a rise in prices, 
which, reacting. again, by increasing the nominal 
amount of capital demanded by the community, 
causes another expansion of this bubbie of curren- 
cy until it bursis, and, therefore, | shall not now 
weary the committee by repeating the view; it 
is enough for me that we all see how these banks, 
finding it to their interest to issue as much curren- 
ey as they can, expand it,. without regard to the 
level of the currenciesin other portions of the world. 
This, then, is the second step in the operation of 
this system; and here the foreign capitalist, who 
had been excluded before, except as the stockhold- 
er of a bank, comes in to claim his usury under 
he fiction of price. The money price of his com- 
modilies becomes not only higher than its natural 
price here, but so much higher than the nominal 
price in other countries having a less inflated cur- 


i 


„rency, that capital laid out abroad in commodities, 


to be sent here, is more profitable than im any 
other investment. So long as the. foreign mer- 


chant sold more than he bought here, it mattered | 


little that he took such of our. productions as fur- 


nished the raw. material for his manufactures at. 
-a price enhanced somewhat beyond its real value. 


The balance of trade was in his favor, and the ar- 
tificial rise in prices afforded him an enormous inte- 
rest upon kis investment. This balance, if regu- 
larly withdrawn as itaccrued, would have operated 
as a check upon. the issues of the banks, by pro- 
ducing a run upon them for specie, which is the 
only money of the whole world. But there- are 
several causes which would always prevent this, 
fora time atleast. In the first place the foreign 
merchant would not eare to withdraw these balances 
so long as he could keep up his stock in trade by 
borrowing at home; because the iegal rate of inte- 
rest here, though below its natural standard, was 
still above that which was paid upon capital bor- 
rowed in older countries; and because, too, he 
would be naturally averse to disturbing a trade 
which was so profitable to him, by making. it, in 
any avoidable respect, inconvenient to his custo- 
mer. In addition to this, the expense of with- 
drawing this capital was something, whilst another 
cause, also, operated to prevent an early settlement 
of these balances, which might have’ checked, 
gradually, the mischievous effects of this artificial 
rise in prices. Our Governments, State and Fede- 
ral, from time to time, have issued large amounts 
of State stocks, negotiated generally through the 
banks, and in exchange for their paper. The 
transfer of this Government credit abroad absorbed 
a large amount of the debt due upon the balance 
of trade, and thus its payment in money was avoid- 
ed by charging posterity with the debt. The banks, 
too, by this liberal use of State credit, were enabled 
to continue the process of expansion, and 
the foreign capitalist was allowed to extend 
his usurious operations upon this country, under 
the legal fictions of artificial prices. Rut notwith- 
standing this extravagant use of Government cre- 
dit, . throngh which a mortgage, estimated at 
$100;000,000, upon the property of the country, is 
held by foreign capitalists, the day of payment 
came at last. When it did come, and the money 
of the world was demanded, it was found that, for 
any real practical purpose, the pretence of conver- 
tibility was a fiction. The banks were unable to 
meet their engagements. It was impossible to pro- 
cure specie, which alone answered for remittances 
abroad, except at the heaviest expense; and we were 
forced to rely upon the productions and property 
of the country, at prices reduced to the specie stan- 
dard, for the payment of the debt thus contracted 
to foreigners. Upon whom, then, did the loss fal? 
Why, sir, chiefly upon the producer. ‘The fall of 
50 or 100 per cent. in the price of his productions 
was the rate of usury which he hed to pay for 
money borrowed abroad under the fiction of high 
prices, and by means, too, which gave no extraor- 
dinary benefit to any but the few who enjoyed the 
banking privilege and received its favors. Trace, 
Mr. Chairman, the entire circuit of capital as it 
passes from the hank to the wholesale merchant, 
thence to the retail dealer, and thence to the con- 
sumer, who, not having cash to pay for the articles 
which he wants, obtains tnem on the credit of bis 
futare productions; and you will find that the great 
mass ef credit rests with the producer, and is to be 
redeemed out of his future productions. I say the 
great mass, because the spendthrift class, who live, 
not upon income, but upon principal, is always 
comparatively small inany community. Credit is 
that by which the present use of capital is obtained 
upon the faith of iis reproduction, with interest, 
and this process, ex vi termini, is conducted by the 
producer. He thus obtains capital worth to bim 
‘about the average bank interest, say six per cent; 
and, under the process of an artificial state of price, 
is forced to pay abroad, in the fall ef bis produc- 
tions, fifty, and sometimes a hundred per cent. for 
its ase. 

It has always been thought the master-stroke of 
financial policy to lay taxes so.as to operate upon 
consumption. This, however, is a tax laid upon 
production; and fer whose benefit? For the Go- 


vernment? for the people?" By no means, sir. The 
only extraordinary advantages derived by any dur- 
ing the. process, is derived by the banks. They 
alune receive more than legal interest upon their 
capitals; and when the ‘susperision of specie pay- 
ment takes place, theirs ‘is hot the suffering. Ef 
they make common Cause’ their ‘charters are safe, 
because no Government dares take them away; and, 
in a pecuniary point of view, their extraordinary 
profits continue; if they have been conducted with 
tolerable prudence. ~ If they are not forced to cur- 
tail, they derive interest upon more than their 
capital; and if they do curtail, they buy in the pro- 
perty. of their debtors at low prices, which was 
mortgaged to them for money when it was cheap 
and prices were high. Nay, sir, there are various 
means by which they can make this period of 
suspension their principal harvest, although I hope 
there are many which have never practised this 
fraud. They may use their specie, by means of 
secret agents, to buy in their own paper at a dis- 
count; or, if this be thought too dangerous a game, 
they may transfer their specie funds to distant cities, 
and, under a pretence of exchange, buy in their 


_own notes, so as to make a profit by their deprecia- 


tion. IfI am correct, then, Mr. Chairman, in 
these conclusions, this is a system which taxes the 
entire productive industry of the country for the 
benefit of the few; andthe class upon which this 
burden falls first and heaviest is the laboring class, 
for it isan established maxim in political economy, 
that labor is. the last thing to feel a rise in. prices, 
and one of the first affected by their fall, 

And this is the system which we must strain 
every sinew to foster, or we are told thatcredit and 
commerce will perish. This 1s the appetite which 
we must exhaust the means of Government to gorge, 
or we areto be called Loco Focos, Agrarians; Level- 
lers, and I know not what else, that is opprobrious. 
These are the institutions so necessary to the 
community that we must make our very Govern- 
ment -dependent upon them to obtain their gond 
offices. Mr. Chairman, if it be so odious and 
crimiral, as I admit it to be, to take the property of 
the few to distribute amongst the many, I ask how 
is it with him who would reverse the proposition, 
and take the property of the many for the benefit 
of the ‘few? In times long gohe in merry England, 
it was recorded in the epitaph-of Robin Hood, as 
onè of the virtues of this renowned freebooter, that 

“For fifteen years and something more, 

He robbed the rich to feed the poor.” 
For one, sir, I never admired the sentiment, not- 
withstanding the excuse to be found for it in. the 
age which gave it birth; but I think-1 should have 
admired the eulogy not more, or scarcely as much, 
if its sentiment had been reversed. 

Mr. Chairman, í hold no Government as better 
than a system ef licensed robbery, which does not 
respect as hoiy the private rights to property, and 
which preserves not inviolate its own engagements. 
For this reason I would encourage no measure 
whose object was to deny the banks their just 
rights, or to encourage Government in the viola- 
tion of the faith which it has plighted to them; but, 
on the other hand, I will expose what I believe to 
be the vices of the system, because I would effect, 
by all legitimate means, a just and temperate re- 
form in these institutions. 1 will never consent to 
any system of privileged plunder either in the 
many or the few; and the banks themselves may at 
last find more steadfast friends in their jnst rights, 
in those whose views of justice extend to all classes 
of the community, than in those who regard only 
the claims of a few. 

Sir, } have heard but one answer to the view 
of the banking system, which I have just presented, 
that seemed to my mind at all plausible. That is 
an argument which I have not heard within these 
walls, but which is used by some of the ballionists 
of the English schoo] ‘These maintain that con- 
vertible paper currencies in different countries 
fluctuate according to the same laws which govern 
specie, and preserve the same comparative levels. 
They insist that if currency rose to different levels 
in different countries, ihis difference would be shown 
in the rate of exchange, and the rise in exchange 
would produce a demand.for the conversion of the 
paper, which would check its issue, and reduce tp 
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wwo currencies to a common level. If this wereso, 
it would be a sufficient answer to my argument, 
because the foundation would be taken from it. 


These persons, Mr. Chairman, mistake fiction, 


for truth, and confound a nominal with a real con- 
yertibility. if this paper rested upon an actual 
deposite, dollar for dollar, of specie, then their posi- 
tion would be true. The value of such paper 
would depend upon precisely the same laws which 
regulate that of specie. But they forget. that this 
bank paper rests upon other credit substituted in 
its place, and that the value of this credit depends 
upon circumstances entirely different from those 
which regulate the value of specie, the money of 
the world. The value of specie depends upon a 
few circumstances, which are generally the same 
over the world, whilst that of credit depends upon 
many circumstances, which vary in different places. 
Because they sometimes see bank credit equivalent 
to specie, they forget that many things may occur 
to make it worth less, or even more. In short, they 
forget that they must suppose the secret of alchemy 
to have been discovered, if they believe that a form 
of credit has been devised, which is precisely equal 
to specie. There are notorious facts, which, with- 
out explanation, or the-aid of theory, ought to have 
shown them the confusion of ideas upon which they 
are acting. It is known, for instance, and every 
one admits the fact, that no bank, constituted as 
ours are, can redeem its bills in specie, if all were 
presented at once. It is only claimed that they 
can convert the amount which will probably be 
offered them at any one time; and this probability 
has to be determined by conjecture. The amount 
10 be presented for conversion depends confessedly 
upon accident; and there are no known and general 
rules by which it can be determined, so as to en- 


able the directors to provide for the emergency. ` 


They may provide that their bills shall be ultimately 
redeemable if they are prudent, but the promise to 
convert them upon sight gives them a part of their 
value; and as their ability to do so depends upon 
circumstances which the community cannot foresee 
or know, soa thousand accidents may take from 
the bills of the very best banks this portion of their 
value; false as well as real alarms, because none 
of them can stand an extensive run, which may be 
sometimes produced by accident. Here, then, is 
one fact, which shows that the values of bank 
paper nominally convertible, and of specie, depend 
upon different circumstances, and, therefore, cannot 
fluctuate according to the same laws, Another 
fact of ihe same nature is also familiar to the his- 
ory of banks. Their paper may be convertible to- 
day, and inconvertible to-morrow, although nothing 
can have happened in that time to have changed 
its real value; and here, sir, I might rest the repli- 
eation of this answer to my original position; but 
the subject is one of much importance, and with 
your permission I will pursue it a little further, to 
show why it is that this difference in the levels of 
currencies is not always exhibited by the rate of 
exchange. 
The value of exchange, like that of every thing 
else, depends upon the relative proportion of de- 
mand and supply; and, accordingly, the price will 
not rise until the demand for it begins to exceed its 
sormer proportion to the supply. Now the cur- 
sency of one country may rise above the level of 
another; the balance of trade, too, may be against 
it; and yet, if there be no desire on the part of the 
creditor to withdraw this balance, the demand for 
‘exchange may not increase, and the price, there- 
fore, will notrise. I have before endeavored to ex- 
plain the reasons which have prevented this desire to 
transfer the balance due from us; and if I was success- 
ful, f have shown why the rate of exchange did not 
express the full difference between our eurrencies, 
because I have shown that the natural demand for 
it was suppressed, and therefore its real or natural 
price was diminished. The other branch of the 
proposition whieh I undertook to meet, is, in “my 
opinion, equally untrue with that from which I 
have just passed. [1 is not true, Mr. Chairman, 
that a difference in exchange will always produce 
a demand for the conversion of bank notes. The 
merchant generally owes the banks, and he will not 
run upon them if he can avoid it, when he knows 
that they will return upon him. ` Abstract conside- 
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rations ef profit co not always govern him in this 
case, altheugh exchange may be unfavorable to 
him. A regard to his own interest induces him to 
forbear with the banks. In addition to this, the 
gradual rise of prices enables.him to charge for 
the greater pari of this loss-on exchange to. the 
consumer, especially if that loss be not large. As 
some confirmation of this theory, permit me to ad- 
vert to the fact mentioned by Mr. Gallatin in his 
review of -the currency, written in 1830. He in- 
formed us then, that for nine years previous to that 
time, the exchange between this and England had 
been 2 3-5 per cent. above the true or real par. In 
other words it was 2 3-5 per cent. above the value 
of the precious metals with all the costs of trans- 
portation, etc. added to them. And yet this pro- 
duced no such run upon the banks as to reduce the 
currencies to the same levels. This state of things 
continued for nine-years, and that, too, during the 
existence of the United States Bank, and at a time 
so often represented. here as the most palmy period 
of our currency. So much, then, Mr. Chairman, 
by way of argument, to show that the natural ten- 
dencies of our banking system are to expand our 
currency beyond the levels of those of some older 
nations. And yet I cannot dismiss this branch of 
the subject without referring to some remarkable 
facts which would seem to establish the truth of my 
conclusions. In examining Mr. Woodbury’s re- 
port upon the subject of cotton made in 1836, it 
occurred to me to look into his statement of the 
average annual prices of that article in the United 
States and England. . I ascertained. from that ex- 
amination that there were two entire years, 1829 
and 1831, (and I believe I might have selected 
others, ) during which the English price was coh- 
siderable less than the price given, with the addition 
of freight, and other charges to. which the article 
was liable. In 1829, the price in. England was. 
eleven and 2 half cents of our coin, while here the 
price was ten centsin our money. Add two cents for 
freight, five per cent. for insurance, commission, 
and guaranty, and throwing out of consideration 
ihe duty which is repaid in drawbacks upon that 
portion which is manufactured for export, and you 
have the result, that during this year our merchant 
lost one cent upon every ten laid ont in cotton. 
In 1831 the result is of the same character,.though 
the loss is not so great. We find, then, that this 
trade was conducted by our merchants at a loss of 
ten per cent. or of seven and two-fifths per cent. if 
you-estimate the difference of exchange at two and 
three-fifths per cent.—-a result perhaps only tobe 
accounted for upon the supposition that the Ameri- 
can and English currencies were of different value, 
inasmuch as itis not likely that a losing trade 
would be steadily carried on by our merchants 
for so long a period as a year. The fact, however, 
of the difference of exchange to which I have be- 


fore referred, as stated by Mr. Gallatin, conclu- | 


sively establishes the existence of a difference be- 
tween the value of the two currencies, although, in 
my opinion, it was not, under the circumstances, a 
measure of the precise degree of difference. When 
capital is distributed between the different nations 
of the earth, and between the different classes of 
society, according to its natural rate of profit in 
the employment of each of them; and when the | 
whole world uses one and the same currency, then, | 
and then only, in my opinion, will the rate of ex- | 
change be the true measure of the difference of | 
levelin currency. Mr. Chairman, when L trace | 
what I believe to bs the evil tendencies of this ; 
banking system upon the commerce between this | 
and foreign countries, whose currencies approach ` 
more nearly the specie standard, I am not deriving : 
my conclusions from mere theory. Remarkable 
facts, whose existence ho one can deny, have led : 
me to these opinions—facis which, as I believe, | 
can only be explained. by supposing a drain in the | 
currency, brought about mest probably in the mode *: 
which I have suggested. ` i 
Sir, we have all seen the immense balances ac- 
cunaulating against vs in our trade with England. | 
The great sacrifices which our country has made, | 
and is making, to satisfy them, are equally noiorions. 
The English merchant has been the great tax- 
yatherer amongst us for years, and that, as Í be- 
lieve, flows through the operations of this banking 
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system, Which we are ealled upôn10 make so many, 
sacrifices to sustain. “Itis'a remarkable fact inthe 
history of power, that when driven from ‘its alden” 
haunts in one shape, it is apt to teturn-under ano 
ther disguise.. When the ‘star of the Romanem. 
pire descended in the west, it: would have seemed: 
that it had‘set for ever. Its dominion of force was 
gone before the fierce approach: of ‘the wild bars 
barians of the north. But the subtle genius of 
Roman power appeared under a new’ transfornia- 
tion, and assumed another disguise “It went out. 
in the panoply of the warrior ; it reappeared in the 
habiliments of a priest. It went out sword ‘in 
hand; it returned with the crucifix. It disappeared 
with the haughty air of the soldier; but it came 
again with the lowly mien of the disciple. ‘Its 
instruments were changed, but its object was the 
same. It no longer carried fetters for the limbs ; 
bat charmed with spells’ the human mind which ` 
became its subject, whilst empire was still its aim. 
The banner of the cross was borne beyond the 
furthest flight of the imperial eagle, and the Leos: 
made conquests by their arts, which the Caesars 
had never achieved by their arms. There’ is'‘no 
szying what might have been the limits of its con- 
quests, if the spirit of the north had not arisen, like 
a genius of opposing destiny, to dispute its empire’ 
over the moral world. But this spirit: did arise 
with the Reformer’s wand, with which it claimed, © 
like Ithuriel with his spear,-to detect the spells of 
southern enchantment. ` ` Vea s, 
Mr. Chairman, the history of our political and; 
commercial relations with England affords, in my 
opinion, another remarkable instance of this dis- 
position.of power to revisit’ its'old abodes under a 
new disguise. When Great Britain was no longer” 
able to enforce.a tribute from us by her arms, she” 
determined to gather it by her arts, and eminently: 
successful has she been in that attempt. She dis- 
covered the secret by which our own banks might 
be converted into her stampmasters; and keeping 
her currency below the level of ours, she was able, ; 
not only to profit by their expansions and contrac. 
tions, but almost to produce them at pleasure. So.: 
jong as she remains the single focus of the credit. 
system of the world, she will centralize its trade, 
and rule a far more extensive empire by her policy 
than she ever acquired’ by “her arms. “Within the 
course of a year we have felt -the shock of avast’ 
convulsion in our credit system, and we have seen’ 
that it was hastened, at least, by the action of the 
Bank of England upon what were called the Amie- 
rican houses in that country. Sir, he has looked 
but little into the spirit of this age, who does not 
see that trade is becoming. more and more the. 
object of contests between nations, and that these 
contests are to be decided more by strokes of policy 
than of arms. For one, 1 believe that the day‘is 
not very far distant, when there will be a struggle 
between nations as to which shall reduce their cur-" 
rencies by gradual’ means the nearest to the’ specie 
standard. It becomes, then, a question for Ame- 
rican statesmen to consider whether they will enter’ 
into this line of policy, and be the first or the last 
to prepare for the contest. But here, sir, I ‘shall’ 
be asked if I am for a specie currency, by gentle- 
men, who at one time maintain that no one is ab- 
surd enough to entertain such a proposition, and 
at another, would have it believed that many of 
the friends of this bill are secretly in favor of the ' 
doctrine, but dare not avow it. Sir, I tarn upon 
these gentlemen to demand of them the meaning 
of their question. Do they mean to ask, whether 
we would return suddenly to the specie standard? 
whether there are any who would at once reduce 
the obligations made upon the inflated paper stand- 
ard to a specie settlenient? Sir, have never seen 
or known the man who advocates such a sudden 
change in the measure of value—a change which 
would affect so injuriously the relations between 
creditor and debtor. It is one of the great objec-. 
tions to the: banks, that their operations produce: 
changes in the measure of value, such as Ho: 
Government would ever dare directly to attempt. - 
It is the very evil which the friends of reforay wish: 
to prevent. They cannot mean, ‘therefore, to asko 
if we entertain this:doctrine, which, it is kno 
is held by none‘in ‘this country: : z 
What, then, is it that they mean to ask? Do 
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they inquire if there be a.y one so absurd as to 
believe that, as an abstract question, a specie cur- 
rency is the best? If so, I say for one that I main- 
tain the proposition, and am not afraid to avow it. 
Sir, I say further, that the arguments in favor of 
the superiority of this standard of value are such as 
never have been answered, and such as gentlemen 
do not choose to meet, except by the Stale jest of a 
projected return to black broth and Spartan money. 
They may evade the issue, but they cannot dispose 
of the argument by such a.jest. ‘The true use of 
currency is asa measure of value. To bea true 
measure of value, the proportion of the currency to 
the material wealth, or to the exchanges, must be 
uniform between the different-nations of the earth, 
and must also be uniform from time to time. 
be a convenient measure of value, currency must be 
portable;-and to be safe, it must be durable. Now, 
sir, it stands confessed that none but the specie 
standard has ever come to the first requisite, of uni- 
formity between nation and nation; for it is the 
only money of the whole world. As betwee age 
and age, itisnot perfectly uaiform; but experience 
has shown not only that it was near enough for most 
practical purposes, but that no other money standard 
has ever approached it in this respect; andso farasdu- 
rability and portability are concerned, no improve- 
ment upon specie has ever been devised except that 
of the original plan of the Bank of Amsterdam, 
whose paper represented specie, dollar for dollar. 
Apply these tests of currency to paper money issued 
upon any other foundation than its actual equiva- 
lent in specie, and it will be found that it cannot 
stand an examination by any of the true rules of 
currency, except in its portability—an advantage 
which, it is shown, can algo be given to the specie 
standard, by the device above mentioned. But 
gentlemen, not choosing to expose their paper cur- 
tency to an examination by these tests, would per- 
suade us that it is fixed upon us by necessity, be- 
cause, as. they say, there is not specie enough in 
the world to answer its purposes-of currency. And 
here permit me to say, sir, they confound the ab- 
stract question with the propriety of a present and 
sudden return to that standard. 'This consideration 
of quantity enters a very small way into the consi- 
deration of the abstract question, If the world 
were beginning anew, it would be a matter of no 
importance whether an ounce or a half ounce of 
silver was called a dollar. If the quantity of pre- 
cious metals preserve the uniform proportions to 
exchanges of which I before spoke, it matters little 
whether that quantity be small or great. But how 
do gentlemen ascertain that there is not enough of 
specie in the world for its currency? This has been 
reckoned a subject of curious inquiry amongst the 
learned, and none have ever pretended to-do more 
than give its probable amount, for there are no suf- 
ficient data for an accurate calculation. Now, if 
any one is at liberty to suppose upon this subject, I 
shouldsay that it was Jacobs; and he tells us, after a 
very ingenious view of the subject, that the amount 
of specie, in currency, ornaments, &c. in Europe 
cnd America, is equal to 1,000,000,000 of pounds 
sterling. Of this, all that exists in the shape of or- 
naments and domestic utensils, constitutes a fund 
to resort to for currency whenever it may become 
necessary to do so. Up to the establishment of the 


Bank of England, there was certainly specie enough » 


for the currency of the world, for it had, in effect, 
no other; and the mines have net only been open 
ever since, but are still open, when a demand for 
the precious metals shall cause a resort to them. 
Sir, when gentlemen dispose of these arguments, as 
absurd, by a jest, I take it as a polite intimation 
that they mean to settle the question by the weight 
of their own authority. Here, again, with all pos- 
sible deference, I bəg leave to take issue with them 
even under that form of arbitrament. If the ques- 
tion is to be settled by authority, I venture to place 
against them such a name as that of George 
Washington, who distinctly expressed his preser- 
ence for the specie standard, in his letter to a mem- 
ber of the Maryland Legislature. If that will not 
do, I will throw in the names ef George Mason— 
said by John Randolph to have been the most sa- 
gacions Virginia politician of his day—of John 


Taylor, of Caroline; of John Randolph himself; | 


of Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina; of 


To 


` designed this for a hard money Government. 


| patible. 
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William H. Crawford, who, in his currency report 
of 1820, affirmed that all the experiments of paper 
money had signally failed; of Albert Gallatin, 
whose opinions are shown in his review upon cur- 
rency in 1830; and even of George McDuffie, who 
said, in his celebrated report upon the United States 
Bank, that he was far from maintaining, as an ab- 
stract question, that a specie curreney was not the 
best. Nay, sir, I might throw in the names of the 
framers of the Constitution themselves; for we have 
the authority of Fisher Ames for declaring that they . 
If 
the authority of all of these great names is to be 
disposed of by that same comprehensive jest, then, 
sir, I can only say with Parson Adams, that “I 
would prefer being one of the victims to being the 
author of such a jest.” 

If it be true then in the abstract, that specie con- 
stitutes the best currency now known to the world, 
it follows, asa consequence, that any easy and 
gradual return to it, would be salutary in point of 
policy. But if a single voice is raised for reform 
in this particular, the very air resounds with cries 
of credit! credit! from the friends of the banks, as 
if there could be no credit without banks consti- 
tuted precisely like ours. Gentlemen meet any 
proposition for such a reform with vague generali- 
ties about credit, and like the gods of Homer, they 
veil this their favorite idea in a cloud of words, | 
and bear it from the field of battle, when. there 
seems to be a chance of its coming into contact 
with reason. For the cause of truth, it would be 
well, however, if this notion could be stripped of 
its veil, so as to expose it to a closer scrutiny than 
they permit us to give it. If this were done, I 
think they would find that theyhave have been led into 
strange mistakes by a confusion of ideas: first, be- 
cause bank credit, in the form of circulation, is 
sometimes worth its equivalent is specie, they mis- 
take it for specie; and then because it is sometimes 
exchanged for capital, they again confound it with 
this last. In this way, they might carry bank 
credit through all the transmigrations of Indus, 
and make it the same with any thing they pleased. 
They forget that credit, currency and capital are 
all distinct in their natures, and that you cannot 
increase the real amount of credit, by changing 
the currency which is the standard by which it is 
measured. The first bank in the world, which usi- 
ted the right of lending money, with the power to 
make this money of their own credit, was that of 
England, chartered in the reign of William HI. 
Will gentlemen pretend that before this there was 
nothing like credit known to the world? Was 
there no credit amid those nations of antiquity, of 
whose wealth we read so. much, both in profane 
and sacred history? Was there no credit in Hol- 
land or England, previous to the time of William? 
And if there were, then it follows that the ideas 
of credit and of a specie currency are not incom- 


and myself, in relation to currency, is this. They 
would raise the fabric of credit by a variable mea- 
sure, so that the walls would be thrown out of the 
perpendicular in the very process of construction, 
and thus they would tumble before the building 
was finished; I, on the contrary, would place an 
invariable standard of measure in the hands of in- 
dustry and enterprise, so that the fabric should rise 
in its just proportions and stand when once erected. In 
a comparison of ideas upon the subject of credit 
with most gentlemen here, I think it would be found 
thatI would go for even a more liberal use of 
it than they themselves are willing to ‘allow 
the world. The difference between us is only as 
to the standard of measure: they prefer a variable, 
and I prefer a fixed standard. As the uses and na- 


-wure of credit and currency are different, so itshould 


be with the laws which regulate them. 

Ihave thus endeavored, Mr. Chairman, to trace 
the operation of this banking system upon our fo- 
reign commerce. If that operation be suchas I 
suppose, it is manifest that any thing which in- 
creases its tendency to over-issues and sudden 
changes in the standard of value, is unwholesome 
to the community; while, on the other hand, what- 
ever serves gradually to diminish this tendency, 
must be salutary. That the connection between 
the Government and the banks seems to increase 


The difference between those gentlemen | 
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the tendencies. of which 1 have been speaking, is 
so clear and so generally admitied, that I need not 
argue’ the proposition. The question for present 
consideration is, whether this bill, which proposes 
to dissolve the bond, will operate .suddeniy and 
harshly, or gently and gradually? Ifthe former 
‘will be its operation, I admit that it would be im- 
politic; ifthe latter, however, be true of it, then F 
maintain that it is just and expedient, as a measure 
of financial policy, inasmuch as it will serve to, 
reduce the circulation of the banks a little nearer 
to the specie basis. ‘ 3 
To measure the probable effects of. this bill, we 
must look to the nature of the bounty which the 
use of Government credit and funds affords the 
banks. It endows them in two ways; first,- by the 
use of public money deposited with them, and 
upon which they trade; and, secondly, it increases 
the circulation, which they can sustain by pro- 
ducing a Government demand for their paper. 
Supposing the Government to collect no more mo- 
ney from the people than enongh to satisfy its 
yearly wants, (a state of things which I take it for 
granted the nation will insist upon, as they ought,) 
I would estimate the amount at $25,000,000. This 
I believe to be a liberal allowance; but,as some 
gentlemen, opposed to this bill, have placed the 
probable annual revenue at $30,090,000, I am wil- 
ling‘to base my calculations upon their estimate. 
First, then, what will be the loss of the banks in 
losing the use of the public funds? Supposing the 
public revenue to be adjusted to the wants of the 
Government, it is manifest thatthe average period 
of deposit in their institutions would of necessity 
be short. It would be extravagant to suppose, 
under this state of things, that the collection would 
be three months ahead of the disbursement; and 
yet, even upon this supposition, the banks would 
lose, atan allowance of six per cent. for three 
months upon $30,000,000, only $459,000, when 
the ullimate policy of the bill is attained. But it 
is to be remembered that this bill operates gradu- 
ally, through the period of six years, so that they 
would lose only $75,000 ın the first year, $150,000 
in the next, and so on until the divorce was final. 
There are in this country about eight hundred 
banks, with a capital, probably, of $317,000,000. 
Will it be asserted that this loss would crush, or 
even seriously injure them? But I believe that the 
sentiment is now almost universal that this por- 
tion of the bounty ought to be taken from them. 
Let-us look, then, to the other feature, and see how 
far this biil affects their circulation. This circula- 
tion is sustained by the demand for it, and this 
demand has hitherto proceeded from two sources, 
the Government and the community at large. If 
we can ascertain the amount of notes which the 
Government demand will keep afloat, we shall 


| then know the extent to which that circulation 


will be diminished by this measure. In 1820, our 
revenue amounted to alittle more than $20,000,000. 
In the celebrated report upon currency, made at 
that time by Mr. Crawford, he declared that if 
$5,000,000 were then issued in Treasury notes, re- 
ceivable for public dues, he was justified in assert- 
ing that not a dollar in any other medium would 
ever reach the public treasury. 

If, then, $5,000,000 in currency would have 
transacted all the Government exchanges when its 
revenue was $20,000,000, it would follow that 
$7,500,000 in currency would suffice for this pur- 
pose when the revenue amounted to $30,000,000. 
‘The proportion of the amount of currency to that 
of exchanges, public and private, is usually esti- 
mated as one to thirty; but as the operations of 
Government are slower, and for larger amounts, 
than those of indviduals, they would of course re- 
quire a greater proportion of currency. When for 
collection and disbursement we place the Govern- 
ment exchanges at double its revenue, we shall find 
that Mr. Crawford’s estimate allows one-eighth of 
the exchanges as the amount of currency required 
for Government purposes, which surely is liberal 
enough. But attempts have been made to show 
that under this bill a Jarger proportion of currency 
would be required by ihe Government, inasmuch 
as, according to their statements, 10,000,000 will 
be locked up during the year. When the revennes 
and expenditures are equal, itis absurd to suppose 
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that one-third of the revenue will be constantly in 
deposit. . It is true that the amount locked up will 
depend much upon the execution of the scheme. 
If the Secretary discharges his duty judiciously, 
the collection will probably never be mere than 
$2,000,000 in advance of the disbursement. Recent 
experience would seem to justify this conclusion. 
But this is a mere conjectural mode of conducting the 
inquiry. The data afforded us by Mr. Crawford, 
whose experience and ability qualified him to judge, 
furnish us with a principle which will lead us to 
much more certain results upon this sabject. We 
are justified, then, in believing that the abstraction 
o the Government demand for bank paper would 
not diminish that species of circulation more than 
$7,500,000, when the revenue amounted to $30,000,- 
000. This diminution, itis to be observed, too, 
operates gradually through the period of six years. 
The diminution, therefore, for the first year, would 
be only $1,250,000, $2,500,000 for the second, and 
soon.. Now the circulation of the eight hundred 
banks amounts, at present, to about $100,009,000, 
and in 1836 it was more. Is it to be believed that 
so gradual a diminution of this circulation could 
be of serious injury to them? All must admit, 
bank and anti-bank men, that the bank circulation 
has been excessive. A check, therefore, so gentle 
as this is likely to prove, ought to be desired by all. 
But there is a class who object to this bill, because 
they say its passage will destroy all confidence in 
the bank paper, inasmuch as no private individual 
will take it if the Government refuses to receive it. 
If this paper has any value, sir, I presume it is in- 
disputable, as a general rule, that individuals will 
take it at that value so long as it is permited to cir- 
culate, and. this we neither propose nor have the 
power to prevent. If it is meant that it will not 
then be taken at more than its value, or when it 
has no value, my reply is, that it ought to be so. 
Government can have no interest in deceiving its 
citizens as to the value of the commodities which 
they purchase, or in making them pay more for an 
article than it is worth. Ifit be gocd policy to in- 
duce a community to receive a currency of no 
value, and to circulate it upon mere ‘confidence, 
why is it that we have no propositions to repeal 
the laws against counterfeiters? Their paper cir- 
culates upon confidence, and upon this principle is 
as good as any other. I had thought the reason 
forthe law was, that this paper was circulating 
upon a false confidence reposed in that which was 
valueless, whilst it ought only to circulate upon a 
true confidence resting on itsreal value. As the truth 
of this confidence is important, it would seem that 
Government should do nothing to deceive the peo- 
die in regard to it. 

In making these efforts, Mr. Chairman,to measure 
the effects of this bill, | have thrown out of view those 
calculations which are based upon the supposition 
of a surplus revenue. So far from being willing 
to-make provision for the annual accumulation 
of a surplus revenue, it is, in my opinion, one of 
the great recommendations of the measure, that it 
will place the stock interests of the country against 
this mischevious result. We shall have them 


aiding instead of opposing us in our effurts to keep. 


down this dangerous tendency of our Government. 
We have seen the corrupting effects of one sur- 
plus: he must be mad who desires another. I might 
have shown the estimate of ten millions to be 
locked up the vaults of the Treasury was extrava- 
gant, even when a surpius is accumulating. In- 
asmuch as it was made by looking to the state- 
ments of thesurplus at the end of the last quarter, 
always greater than any other during that period, 
because unusual amounts were gathered to dis- 
charge the national: debt, then being paid of. So 
much then, for the operation of this bill upon the 
banks, an operation so moderate, that I should 
think it my duty, if it passed, to warn the people, 
that it was far from being any thing like a thorough 
reform in the system. So far as the general sys- 
tem is concerned, the leading feature of reform in 
the bill is this: It will relieve the General Govern- 
ment from a dependence upon the banks; and 
thus the State Legislatures may make such reform 
as they may think jast and temperate, without 
embarrassing the General Government. The 
banks, too, in this case, will be more responsible to 
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the people for being c 
the General Government, they can never find in 
that, either just or unjust excuses and. causes of 
complaint. ; 

Let us now trace the operation of our banking 
system upon the domestic commerce of the coun- 
try, with and without this Government connection, 
or, in other words, with and without this bill. 

We find, in our early history, that some of the 
eastern colonies commenced the system of paper 
money by Government issues. The effect of ‘this 
issue, in the colony which commenced it, was to 
raise the nominal price of commodities, within its 
borders, beyond that which. regulated the sale of 
property without its limits. The consequence was, 
that its neighbors were induced to sell their proper- 


ty to its citizens. at. their enhanced prices, and ex- . 


changed it for their obligation to pay according to 
this false standard. But when pay day arrived, 
the colony which issued the paper found itself in 
this predicament: If it paid the debt according to 
promise, its own citizens would be ruined, because 
they would pay for more than the consideration for 
which they made the contract. On the other hand 
it was impossible to ascertain the real Consideration 
received, as they had ne means of measuring the 
fluctuations of the paper standard by which they 
promised to pay, and. which too was constantly 
changing; to pay the whole was ruinous to its 
own citizens. It was impossible to ascertain the 
precise amount in equity; and accordingly, as the 
temptation to pay nothing was strong, so I believe 
it usually resulted in point of fact. 

Thus its neighbors were. defrauded of the pro- 
perty given in exchange for this paper. . When 
our ancestors came out of the war of the Revaln. 


tion, experience had given them a just perception 


of these and many other evils of the paper system; 
and accordingly they inserted in the new Constits- 
tion a provision to prevent the States from issuing 
bills of credit. The States however evaded this 
prohibiticn, by creating banks with the power to 
issue paper money, upon principles which I have 
before attempted to explain. If this Govern- 
ment had not connected itself with their opera- 


; tions, the disease would perhaps have cured itself. 


The naturallaws of currency would have opera- 
ted between the States. That which departed far- 
thest from the specie standard, wouid have gone 
in debt for the preperty of its neighbors, when its 
price was high, and would have been forced to 
pay for it when the price was low. he notes 
which it issued would have circulated in other 
States, but the property pledged. for their 
redemption would have been that of the State 
which issued them; so that when the .bubble burst- 
ed by expaasion, its neighbors would buy that pro- 
perly at specie prices in payment of the debts con- 
tracted to them for their own property sold at paper 
money prices. One or two shocks of this sart 
would have developed the nature of the system sò 
plainly, that probably the disease would have 
cured itself. Instead then of seeing a contest be- 
tween States, as to which should issue the most 
paper, as has been the case, we should have seen 
them contending for the nearest reduction of their 
paper to the true specie standard, But, unforty- 
nately, the General Government intervened be- 
tween the disease and its natural remedy. Itun- 
dertook to receive this paper in payment of public 
dues; and these banks were made depositories of 
the public funcs when collected, with the privilege 
of trading upon them. The use of Government 
credit, thus offered to the banks, operated as.a 
bounty to those States within which public revenue 
was Collected to depreciate their currency. All 
paper that was nominally convertible, was alike 
endorsed by Government with the stamp of receiva- 
bility. And, accordingly, of these States, that which 
expanded its currency most within the nominal li- 
mits would usually enjay the greater share of this. 
Governmentcredit, When the public funds too were 
once deposited in these banks, this irregularity was 
apt to continue even in a period of suspension. For 
some time even the suspensicn of specie payments 
did net prevent their paper from being received. The 
resolution of 1816, however, required the paper to 
be convertible before it could be received, but even 
then we have seen that they continued to enjoy the 
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i the country. If duties may be paid in different 
| States under our laws, in currencies of different 
\ values, the effect is the same as if the discrimina- 
i tion had been made in the duties themselves, If 
| one or two States should gain this advantage over 
| the others in the beginning, it is'very’ difficult’ to 
| rectify the inequality afterwards. Foreign trade, 
| first concentrates there, and the domestic soon fol- 

lows it. _ oe . a ae] 

The ends, therefore, attained by this bounty, sa 


quired public dues to be paid in specie. Under this 
left-handed marriage, I found that the Virginia mer- 
chant paid his duties in specie, (for we had no banks,). 
i whilst the New York merchant discharged ` his’ 


with bank credit, which was nothing more 
own, being based upon it. In addition ti 
large portion of the Federal revenue was 
in that city, to be used’ for purposes of 
trade, whilst no such facility was received Vi 
ginia. The effect of this was soon made manife: 
According to McPherson’s Annals of Commetee, 
the foreign trade of Virginia and Maryland, out’ 
and in, whilst they were colonies, was more than 
that of New York and New England together, and 
yet in four years after this connection of Governe 
ment wiih the banks, New York exported abroad 
more than three times as much as Virginia. Of: 
the imports we have no account at this time, 

| The next.period to which I adverted was during 

| the last Administration. I find by the report of the’ 
Secretary of the Treasury, in 1836, that at one 
F time $10,278,000 were deposited in New York, and ©. 
only $358,230 in Virginia, so that whilst the repre- 
sehtation was as two to one, she shared the use of 
Government funds about in the proportion. of 
twenty-eight to one. This last disproportion was 
always great, although, of course, it varied at’ dife 
| ferent times, And the end to be attained by this 
unequal distribution of the bounty, is thé general 
depreciation of the cnrrency. But, Mr. Chairman, 
it has been said that we defeat our own ends, if we 
Succeed in showing the strong section that itis 
profiting by this regulation, at. the expense of the 
weak. It is asked, can you expect them to give 
I reply that T should ex- ' 
pect it, even if I were to fail in an appeal to their 
justice and fraternal feeling. I should expect it, 
because, after all, they have a deeper interest in the 
just administration of this Governinent, and in the 
peace and harmony of the whole, than in any pre- 
sent perversion of its powers to their temporary 
benefit. In additjon to this, the action of the State: 
Governments alone would soon. make it their infe- , 
rest to remodel their policy: other States would, 
extend their banking systems, 30 as to prevent any. 
from enjoying exelusive benefits frem so selfish & 
policy. Jn defence of their own commerce they 
would do it; and in the end ‘the shocks in the 1 
tary system “would succeed each other so. qu 


than his 
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as to forge a general reform. But, Mr. Chairman, 


if there were no considerations of interest which - 


would induce the different portions of this 
Confederacy to do justice to each other, I 
should not fear the resuit of an appeal 
to their sense of right alone. The mass of 
the people, in every section of the Union, are just 
in their feelings. None of them would deliberately 
institute: and pursue a course of policy by which 
their brethren were to be injured for their exclu- 
sive benefit; and if by accident such a system were 
adopted, they would themselves be willing 
amongst the first to abandon it. In such an appeal 
I should not fear to go before the people of any 
section of this confederacy; and such is my faith in 
their justice that if I were to fail, 1 should still be 
inclined to think that it was notbecause they wished to 
plunder us, but because I had not made out the 
case to their satisfaction. Long, long, sir, may 
this spirit of justice remain with our people, for 
upon that, at last, will rest the surest guaranty, 
and most éfiicient protection, for the Union. When 
the Athenian peopie rejected, by acclamation, the 
proposition which Aristides told them was at the 


same timè most expedient, but most unjust, they” 


did themselves more true honor than when covered 
with all the giory of Marathon and Salamis. Had 
they continued to have cherished this principle‘ in 
after times, they would. have placed their power 
and empire upon the surest of all foundations. 
Mr. Chairman, nothing but a sensé of duty 
and jastice to my constituents, could induce me 
to offer a view to this House which looked 
to the Union by sections, because, sir, I 
should be ashamed to give just ground for 
even the shade of a suspicion that I would 
seek through this Government a benefit for my 
own State at the expense of others, or that I 
was capable of envying the growth and power of 
more prosperous portions of the Confederacy. If 
there were no feeling in my heart to teach me bet- 
ter, I should not dare to make such a proposition, 
because I and my colleagues all know that Virgi- 
nia would spurn us upon our return if we were to 
ask such a boon of injustice. Still Jess, sir, am I 
capable of envying the splendid success of other 
sections of my country. When T look around 
upon the mighty evidences of the spirit of Northern 
enterprise, I not only rejoice, but, as an American, 
I feel proud of them. The tribute which Burke 
paid to this spirit in its infancy, was just even then; 
buthe had not seen it as he might now see it, in all 
the freshness of maturing vigor. He had not seen 
it, as he might now see it, conducting its mighty 
march through the wilderness toleave civilization in 
the morning where it rested but the nigùt before, er 
disturbing the ancient silence of the primeval woods 
with the panting speed of the fying car. He had 
not seen it as now, cutting paths for its commerce 
through the deep foundations of the everlasting hills, 
or toiling up the mountain summit with the rich 
presents which the far. West sends greeting to the 
steep Atlantic stream. He had seen it waging 
successful warfare with difficulties which subdue 
all feebler races; but he had not seen it as now 
familiar with every clime, gathering tnbute in 
every sea; and when there was neither turf nor 
twig to be rendered as the emblem of its seisin. 
bearing away the frozen fields of the northern seas, 
to allay the burning thirsts cf the line, and to ex- 
change for the fruits of a summer clime. I do 
see these monuments of their enterprise more use- 


fal, if notso enduring, as those of the Pharaohs, - 
and I never see them that the response does not. 


rise from my heart, “ macte virtute’—go on and 
prosper in the cultivation of these and every other 
manly virtue. Bat, sir, when I have paid this 
tribute to Pyrrhus refusing to take his ease at his 
feast, though rich with all the spoils of the east, 
I am not to be blamed for turning to render 
the deeper homage of iny heart to the honest po- 
verty of Fabricius. Surely “my own, my native 
Jand?—the mother who bore me, may justly claim 
a share of my regard. 
shall participate equally in the benefits of the Go- 
wernment, | seek nothing more than her due, for no 
State has contributed more largely to the common 
stock of the Union. 

But it is said that we cannot carry on commerce 


When I ask that Virginia | 
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in the South under any system of policy, because 
nature has designed us for another destiny. I 
shall not now join issue upon this proposition, 
although I do not see why I might not if I chose. 
Our people descend from the same steck, our har- 
bors are as fine, our rivers are as deep, and pene- 
trate as far, as those of any other section, and our 
productions constitute the great mass of exports to 


- foreign countries. But, sir, I do not join issue 


upon this proposition, because it is enough for me 
that, if the action of the Government is equal, and 
trade is left free, it will flow where it is most pro- 
fitable. Then, sir, if it be profitable to conduct it 
in our borders, it will flow there; and if it be not, 
it will remain where it is carried on to more ad- 
vantage. In either way, the ends of justice will be 
attained, which is all that I desire. But, Mr. 
Chairman, we are told not only here, but in another 
wing of this building, that the common interest and 
good of the whole require the centralization of busi- 
ness and eredit in some one grand city of this 
Union. A much wiser view, I think, was that of 
De Tocqueville, the distinguished author of the 
book upon American Democracy. In his opinion, 
such a centralization of business and credit is 
inimical to the success of the experiment which 
we are making in Republican Government. 

Sir, what is the nature of the interest which we 
are supposed to have in this centralization? Is it 
pecuniary or political?. It issurely not the interest 
of the whole in a pecuniary point of view. Under 
thiś system the Southern producer, instead of send- 
ing his productis directly abroad, sends them first 
to New York, and thence to their place of ultimate 
destination. His commodities are thus charged 
with an extra freight and commission. The 
Southern consumer receives his portion of the 
return cargo by the same circuitous route ; he, too, 
is charged with an extra freight and commission. 
This process surely is far from being beneficial to 
the South, if, when trade- was free, ils portion 
would go directly out and in. Again, a great por- 
tion of the West sells in the South, and is forced 
to carry this money to the North for the articles 
which it buys; so that its trade is charged with 
the expense of this exchange. But it is said that 
the Western dealer lays this charge upon his com- 
modities, and thus does not suffer by the operation. 
Be it so, then, for argument’s sake; still it results 
in a loss to the Southern consumer, which would 
not be for the common interest of the whole, if, 
when trade is free, the West would buy where it 
sells, and thus relieve this important branch of 
business from the expense of exchange. But, in 
point of fact, Mr. Chairman, it will be found 
that the West does not escape this expense So entire- 
lv as is supposed. Any thing which necessarily tends 
to raise the price of its productions, diminishes the 
quantity consumed. It is an established fact, that 
as prices fall, the consumption increases, like the 
circles as you descend the cone. As the natural 
price or cost of production decreases, the consump- 
tion extends, the demand becomes more steady, 
and the producer is more prosperous. 

Where, then, is thiscommon benefit? Is it in the 
centralization of credit? When one city becomes 
the focus or centre of the whole credit system of 
the Union, whatever affects it, either by accident 
or design, affects the whole system. The value of 
the entire property of the community, depends 
upon the skill and fidelity with which this city 
directs the operations of credit. The whole system 
is under its control, and that system extends over 
such a range of country, and such a variety of in- 
terests, thatit isimpossible for any degree of human 
skill, placed at one point, to embrace the whole 
in its providence, or to manage itefficiently. If, 
on the cuntrary, there were several centres of trade 
and credit in the Union, one system might fall, and 
yet the others might stand entire to assist and sus- 
tain it. The calamity would not be common. As 
it was, however, under the late centralization of 
commerce and credit in New York, we have 
all seen how extensive was its control over 
the property of the Union. Every bank in 
the country fell at the approach of the cou- 
rier who brought the news of the suspension 
of specie payments in New York, as if he 
had been the angel of death itself. IT think then 
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[have shown, Mr. Chairman, that the benefit of ibis 
centralization is not pecuniary. Is.it political? Can. 
it be, sir, that it is for the, common: interest of the. 
Union to place its whole credit and property under 
the control of any one city, no matter where placed? 
Ought our people to wish so tremendous a. power. 
to be placed in the hands of a few who cannot be, 
responsible to them for its use? . Do not those le- 
gislators, whom the world calls wise in their own 
generation, already begin to look more for instruc- 
tions to the price current, which brings the news of 
therise and fall of stocks in New York, than to the 
opinions and wishes of their constituents? We 
have seen that no man can propose a reform in the- 
policy of this Government, no matter how essen- 
tial, but that this awful sheet is waved as a “‘me-. 
mento mori,” before his eyes, if the measure should 
happen, in the slightest degree, to diminish the pro- 
fit or power of these stock interests. Sir, if this 
connection between Bank and State is permitted to 
coatinue much longer, the day is not far distant, 
when we shall see the couse of our Government, 
like that of trade, regulated by exchange. In taking 
this view of the case, Mr. Chairman, I by no 
means design to disregard the just interests, or io 
disparage the future prospects, of New York. On 
the contrary, I believe that she has notbing to desire 
but free trade. It is neither her interest nor ours, 
that the control of the whole trade and credit sys- 
tem of the Union should be forced by legislation 
upon her. The concern is too vast for her ma- 
nagement; and she would only injure both us and 
herself in making the attempt. The region of. 
country whose trade and credit, nature has obvi- 
ously designed for her regulation, is vast enough to 
to task all ofher energies, and to afford themas much 
exercise as can be healthful. So long as the action 
of this Government continues equal, she will grow 
in prosperity. While the mighty Hadson holds 
his majestic way, he will continue to bear her upon 
his bosom the rich offerings of the far regions 
from whence he comes. And so long as the winds 
of Heaven perform their course from clime to 
clime, they will waft to her shores commerce with 
its choicest gifts. ; 

So far, Mr. Chairman, I have been examining 
the operation of this bill upon the pecuniary interests 
of the country, and I have endeavored to show that 
this operation was just and salutary. I. come now 
to the political view of the ‘separation which this 
bill proposes between the banks and the Govern- 
ment. Itis here that some of the strongest argu- 
ments in favor of the bill ate, in my opinion, to be 
found, for I feel assured in the conclusion that it is 
to operate as a purifying reform upon our political 
institutions, 

In the first place, it will relieve the General Go- 
vernr ent from a dependence upon the State banks. 
While a connection subsists between the two, no 
matter how well Government may manage its af- 
fairs, yet it will have to share the sufferings and 
embarrassment of the banks, if they mismanage 
their concerns. It will be forced to take all the 
consequences of the errors of the banks, notwith- 
standing its inability often to have prevented them. 
Under the old system, it gave the use of its cre- 


+ dit and funds, and then if they became embarrass- 


ed, it could not withdraw the first, without adding to 
the distress of the community,norcouldit command 
the other, until it was convenient to the banks to pay 
them over. Under the proposed change, its funds 
being in the hands of its own officers, would always 
be withdrawn for its purposes; and using nothing 
but specie in its receipts and payments, enough of 
this mediam would be reserved in the hands of the 
people fer the necessary wants of the Government, 
at all times, and in every state of affairs. Iu addi- 
tion to this, it would then be im the power of the 
State Legislatures to reform, at their own pleasure, 
these institutions, without embarrassing the Gene- 
ral Government. 

Bat there is yet another reform proposed by this 
bill, which is of still mere importance in a political 
point of view. it takes from the Executive the 
power of using indirectly the public funds. Tt takes 
from him the power of controlling the bank patron- 
age, through their use of Government credit and 
funds, and of regulating through'them the currency, 
so far, at least, as te alter the standard of value ‘at 
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pleasure. Here is the great difference between this 
and the other plans which I have seen proposed fur 
collecting and keeping the public revenue. This 
bill takes from him these tremendous powers, while 
the others, in effect, bestow them upon him. It is 
easily demonstrated that any plan which pro- 
poses to collect the public dues in bank notes, 
gives, in effect, to the banks the use of the 
Government funds and credit; but the proposition 
has been so clearly- demonstrated by others, 
that I shall not now repeat the argument, 
If the banks are allowed to use the Govern- 
ment credit and funds, it is easy to perceive 
that the power of regulating this use will, in effect, 
rest with the Executive, and thus give him the 
means of controlling these banks. The power of 
selecting and discontinuing the banks as public 
depositories, in most of the schemes, is directly 
vested in the Executive. And if the attempt were 
to be made to place it with Congress, it would 
be found in practice, that he in fact exercised it. 
Congress not being always in session, and being 
an unwieldly body, charged with the consideration 
of many and various subjects, would scarcely ever 
enter into that examination of details which is ne- 
cessary for ascertaining the condition of the banks 
and their mode of performing their contracts. This 
would be entrusted generally to the Executive, and 
the continuance of the favors enjoyed by the banks 
would usually depend upon the course which he 
might choose to pursue in relation to them. It 
would almost always be so, for the Executive is at 
the head of his own party, who usually constitute a 
majority of Congress, and who would be generally 
disposed to sustain him in such measures as would 
enable him to control the banks, and maintain the 
ascendancy of the party. If he, thea, could regu- 
late the use of the Government credit by the banks, 
the boon would be great enough to give him the 
contro] over them—a control which would place 
both their patronage and the currency at his dis- 
posal. Mr. Chairman, the patronage of the eight 
hundred banks in this country every one can esti- 
mate in some degree; it is known to be vast. But 
he nature of the power of altering the standard of 
value is one which is not perceived at the first 
glance. It requires some little reflection to com- 
prehend its extent, and to perceive that it reaches 
every citizen, and all the property of the commu- 
nity. He, sir, who would fully measure its extent, 
should turn to the example of England, whege his- 
tory is, perhaps, more instructive to us than any 
other. If I were called upon to select the revolu- 
tion which, of all others since the Norman conquest, 
had effected the most radical change in the founda- 
tions upon which that Government rests, I should 
pass over at once the wars between the Roses, 
which always ended in the mere substitution of one 
king for anothers I should pause but a moment upon 
that contest which carried the first Charles to the 
block, and raised a subject to his place; and passing 
over the Restoration, come at once to the period 
at which William IIT was elected. 
choice, I should not be governed by the precedent of 
electing a monarch by Parliament, or by most of those 
changes in the organic law which are usually re- 
ferred to as marking the extent of the revolution. 
The great, the leading change, which left the deep- 
est impression upon the institutions and destiny of 
the country, was the establishment of the Bank of 
England, and its connection with the Government. 
This, together with the funding system, which was 
the twin-sister of the Bank, enabled the Govern- 
ment to raise money almost at pleasure, and that 
too without responsibility.. The- power over the 
purse then changed hands, from the Commons to 
the Bank, and through it to the Ministry. In com- 
parison with this, all previous devices of Govern- 
ments for debasing the coin were clumsy and use- 
less for the purposes of power. The money of the 
world being the same, exchange soon told the secret. 
But the establishment of this Bank, with its paper 
money, enabled ihe Government to alter the 
standard of value, by means so secret and subtle, 
that after’an experience of more than a century, 
its people scarcely understand them as yet. 

The system soon developed itself in its conse- 
quences. Before that time England had achieved 
much, in comparison with the rest of the world, 
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both in arts and arms, as‘she has done since. She 
had poured forth her hosts to redeem the holy se- 
pulchre and moistened the sands of Palestine with 
the blood of her nobles and yeomen; she had 
marched her armies into the very heart of France, 
and helda great portion of that kingdom by right 
of conquest. Under her Tudors she had main- 
tained the balance of power in Europe and pro- 
tected the Pretestant faith. In short, she had laid 
the foundations of her colonies, her commercial 
system and her power long before the time of 
William of Orange; and yet at that day she was 
not burthened with a national debt. A new era, 
however, had now taken place. As the first fruifs 
of this system, the civil list of William and the 


revenue were swelled to more than double those of | 


any of her previous monarchs. 

But it was reserved for the younger Pitt to deve- 
lope the tremendous power of the machinery trans- 
mitted by William. It was said of him by John 
Randolph, that his dialectics had like’ to have cost 
England her national existence. Their power was 
undoubtedly great; but they would never have en- 
abled hiin to have overwhelmed her in debt, if it 
had not been for the connection of the Bank of 
England with the Government, through which he 
changed the standard of value. Fading that his 
expensive projects would cost him his place, even 
With the aid of the funding system, if he called upon 
the country for the means of executing them, he 
caused a suspension of specie payments, and de- 
based the currency. Intelligent observers of the 
time estimated the depreciation at fifty per cent. 
Prices rose, the people became contented at their 
imaginary prosperity, litle dreaming that their 
Premier was borrowing money for them at an inte- 
rest of one hundred per cent. and leaving it to pos- 
terity to pay the debt. He increased the national 
debt during his ministry to £620,000,000* sterling, 
for which it is almost certain the nation received 
not more than half the value asa consideration; 
and yet, upon the resumption of specie payments 
in 1819, they assumed the obligation to pay the en- 
tire amount by the specie standard. Such are the 
stupendous frauds to which Governments are invited 
by their connection with banks. Their alliance 
is so tempting and convenient to power, that I be- 
lieve nothing could ever have severed our own Go 
vernment from the banks but that earthquake in 
the credit system which shook them apart. Sir, if 
time permitted, I think I could refer to the history 
of our own country for illustrations of the abuses 
to which this connection is liable. Buthe who con- 
siders the nature of this power of altering the stan- 
dard of value will not need illustrations to con- 
vince him of the appalling danger of confiding it 
to the Executive. Vhe question for our solemn con- 
sideration is, shall we renew this dangerous con- 
nection? ' For one, I answer, never with m y con- 
sent, 

But gentlemen avoid the consideration of the 
great principles presented by the bill, by raising 
objections to the details. They say that this bill 
will increase the patronage of the Executive. Per- 
mit me for a moment, Mr. Chairman, to institute a 
comparison of the Executive patronage, with and 
without this connection between Bank and Govern- 
ment. If you pass this bill, and sever the connec- 
tion, you increase the number of office-holders by 
nine, and make an addition in the way of salaries 
by an amount something less than $25,000. This 
is the. whole patronage conferred by thé bill. 
Without the bill, however, and with the connec- 
tion, you give the Executive the control cf eight 
hundred banks, with all of their patronage, and 
confer upon him besides the power of altering the 
standard of value. Can there be a doubt, then, but 


-that, upon this comparison, the balance should be 


« 


| Specie currency, amounted only to 


struck in- favor of the bill? 

I come, now, then, to a second objection which 
is made to this bill. It is said that the public mo- 
ney will not be so safe in the custody of the Go- 


“Itis worthy ofremark, that the interest upon the whole ad- 
dition made to the national debt of France, during the entire 
reign of Napoleon, up to 1814, and whilst that country had a 
£160,009. With a specie 
currency, France encountered a world in arms for this long pe- 
riod; and yet she made only this small addition to her national 
debt; an amount not to be compared with that contracted by her 
great rival under the paper system. 


‘lected. It is to be remarked, too, 


vernment officers as it will-be in the banks. "This 
is a question which we have no means’ of deter- 
mining With perfect certainty, Ii must af last’ be 
settled by a calculation of probabilities, “If 
we are to confine ourselves to the single con- 
sideration of the quantity “lost: by -detual. de- 
faultin the custody of the different depositories, 
the facts presented hy the industrious reseafch 
of the- chairman of the Commitee of Ways and 
Means, would seem to establish the strong proba- 
bility that the chances of loss by actual default 
were less when the funds were.in the hands of _the 


. public officers than when placed with the banks. 


He has ascertained, (as appears by his report upon 
the subject,) that the entire loss of public money 
in the custody of public officers. during forty-nine 
years, is certainly not one quarter of one per cent. 
and probably about one-tenth of one per cent. upon, 
the entire sum which passed through. their hands; 
whilst the actual loss of pnblic funds in the banks, 
for a period of seventeen years only, is nearly 
three-eighths of one per cent. upon the amount de~ 
posited in them. ` Cea, 
I confess, sir, that this result was contrary. to my 
previous impressions, whith were vague upon this 
subject. But in examining another matter, T 
chanced upon a report made by a committee. of 
this House in 1801, which seemed to confirm this 
view of the case. A committee, of which Mr, 
Otis was chairman, was charged with the examina- 
tion into the losses of public revenue in the hands 
of public officers. The result, was, that in six 
years the entire loss of money received for customs 
and lost by the ‘default of these officers, was less 
than one-seventh of one per cent, of the sum eol- 
that the period 
to which the examinations of these two committees 
were directed, was one during which there was no 


-personal penalty upon defaulting officers. Should 


this bill pass, which attaches the loss of liberty to this 
offence in public officers, the chances for their 
safe-keeping of these funds will be increased, 
and the comparison will turn ‘still more in 
their favor. But I beg leave to remind these 
gentlemen that, under any ‘system of custody, © 
the public revenues must twice ‘pass through the 
hands of public. officers; first in collection, and 
next in disbursement. I ask themi to “reflect, too, 
that after all, itis a question of human agency, in. 
which they have to determiné the relative: ‘fideli- 


‘ty to their trust of two different sets of agents; 


the one chosen by Government, and punishable | 
in. person as well as in property for a default; the 
other, selected by the banks, and not visited by. 
these personal penalties in case of the like offence, 
If there be any candid mind which, after these 
considerations, shall still decide that the chances. 
for safe-keeping are in favor of banks, I hazard 
nothing in affirming that it cannot suppose. this 
difference to be great. Ifso, I put it to that in- 
dividual to say. whether, for the trifling consideras. 
tion ofa little greater loss of public money, ‘he 
would sacrifice the great advantages which Í have 
endeavored to show would result from this divorce 
between Bank and State. He could not hesitate; 
and if he did, I would then demand ‘that he 
should conduct the whole inquiry upon which 
this question of loss depends, and not a single 
branch of it. The. true question is this: Wil 
the public. loss be more by depositing its fund! 
with its own officers, or by placing them with the.” 
banks? In stating this account, we must introduce. 
more items against the bank than the loss by-actual 
défault. We must charge them with the Joss: by 
the depreciation of the paper in which they pay, 
and with the pecuniary loss sustained by the com- 
munity in the expansions and contraction of the 
currency, which this deposit tends to increase and 


| produce. When the account is thus stated fairly, 


I think a glance of the eye would determine that 
there was a large balance against the banks. 

Ihave thus endeavored to meet this objection 
fairly. But gentlemen must pardon me ifl refuse 
to go into the irrelevant issue which they have: 
raised for popular effect, When they rise npon.: 
this bill to clamor against the union of the swore: 
and purse in thè hands of the Executive, 1 must : 
take leave to tell them that they speak to an isst 
not made in the case. Let them make their Case, 
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and I will be as ready as any to decide upon it. 
The diference between the separation proposed by 
this bill, and the connection between Bank and 
State for which they clamor, is this: The bil pro- 
poses, whilst it leaves the custody of the revenues 
in the hands of the public officers, to take from the 
Executive the power of using these funds. The 
connection which they espouse, not only leaves-the 
public purse in the hands of Executive officers 
whilst it is collecting and disbursing, but, as I have 
before attempted to ‘show, gives. the President 
the means of using these funds. through the banks 
for purposes of patronage. There is but one way 
in which this question of the union between the 
purse. and sword can be fairly and practically 
raised: that is, by submitting a proposition to place 
the Secretary of the Treasury under the control 
of Congress. So long as he is treated as an Exe- 
ecutive. officer, the President may exercise, through 
him, a control over the custody of the Federal 
revenues. When gentleman make this proposi- 
tion, I shall then think that they wish to raise 
this issue; but until then, I must suppose that their 
declamation is designed merely for effect. = 
But, sir, another objection is urged against this 
bill, which, if founded in truth, would be. con- 
clusive to my mind against it. With great felici- 
ty of imagination, some have converted the unpro- 
mising materials of this bill into a Treasury bank, 
with allits forms of horror. They say itis.a law 
for a Treasury bank of circulation and discount. 
‘When I ask them for the feature. which makes it 
so, they point to the power left with the Secretary to 
draw upon the depositories for transfer and disburse- 
ment. It this be so, then | reply that gentlemen will 
have a Treasury bank when they defeat this bill, 
for these powers exist, and to a great extent, under 
the law organizing the Treasury Department. Igo 
farther, sir, and maintain that, if this inference be 
true, then the Government cannot proceed without 
such a bank; for itis obvious that unless the Secre- 
tary could transfer money by warrant from one 
point to another, and draw upon the funds’when 
deposited for disbursement, he would be forced to 
keep the public treasure himself, and either go to 
every public creditor with it, or force them to come 
tohim. Every manin the community would view 
such a provision as preposterous. But if it be 
admitted that no such Treasury Bank has existed 
heretofore, then I maintain that if these powers, 
vested in the Secretary from the institution of the 
Government up to this period, have not produced a 
Treasury Bank, it is not likely that one should 
arise under this bill, which limits.these powers. 
And this brings me to the nature of this’limitation. 
In conducting this comparison between the chances 
of perverting these powers to such purposes under 
the law organizing the Treasury Department and 
under this bill, i beg leave to premise that the 
place of deposite is nothing to this question, inas- 
much as they may be abused as well when the 
funds are deposited in banks as in the hands of pub- 
lic officers. First, then, let us look to the relative 
chances for perverting them to the purposes of 
a Government circulation. Under the old law, 
Alexander Hamilton claimed the power* “to is- 
sue Treasury drafts, receivable at the several 
custom houses, and in anticipation of the duties.” 
From thence he argued to the conclusion, that he 


might receive bank notes issued upon a specie 


fund, and did receive such notes, notwithstanding 
the law, which required gold and silver to be paid. 
Way, we have lately seen, under this Jaw, drafts 
drawn upon public funds in banks, and made so 
receivable. In short, there is under this law no 
limitation as to the time of payment, or present- 
ment, of their drafts. By the bill, on the contrary, 
the Secretary is required 10 make provision for the. 
speedy presentation of these drafts;, and the holder 
js notified that unless he complies with these pro- 
visions, the place of payment may be changed. 
Under this law, the Secretary could not issue 
drafts which would circulate without a violation of 
law: because no draft can answer the purposes of 
circulation, which requires a speedy presenta- 
tion for payment. Upon this point, to sa- 
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tisfy all qualms, I would be willing to vote fora 
proyision specifying the time within which 
such drafts must be paid, although I do not deem 
the provision necessary, or even very material. 
Again: under this bill, these drafts could never be- 
come a circulating medium, because they would 
not be receivable in payment for public dues. No 
thing but specie, or evidences of public debt 
which the Secretary cannot execute, except by 
authority of law, being receivable for dues to the 
Government. ; : 

I come now to the comparison as to the means 
of discounting, which these powers are said to con- 
fer upon this imaginary Treasury Bank. Under 
the law organizing the Treasury Department, Ha- 
milton claimed the power to draw his drafis and 
sell them. through his officers; and accordingly, 
upon his own confession, he did make and sell 
such drafts} upon credits of thirty and sixty days; 
and this, too, in exchange for bank paper. Now, 
sir, if this power would remain after the passage of 
this bill, it would flow, not from the bill, but from 
the law to which I have just referred. In truth, 


‘however, no opportunity would exist for such an 


abuse of power when the bill had reached its ulti- 
mate policy—I mean the entire collection of the 
public revenue in specie. Public creditors would 
then be paid in specie, and the operation of these 
drafts would be this: if the draft upon a distant 
place would be worth its amount in specie, the 
disbursing officer would exchange it for specie to 
pay the public debt. In this case, there would 
be evidence that there should be no transfer of 
specie from the place of deposite, and none 
would be made. Upon the contrary, if the draft 
would not command a similar amount of specie, 
then this specie would be transferred by Govern- 
ment, and the state of the money market would 
prove it to be expedient. The exchange of the 
draft for cash, or in other words for specie, would 
give the Government no patronage; its exchange 
for credit, as was practised under the law organi- 
zing the Treasury Department, would give it an 
improper patronage; and yet gentlemen oppose 
this bill, which limits the powers whose abuse they 
fear,-and propose to leave the original law, under 
which they are: unrestrained. 

But when the opponents of the bill are driven 
from this ground, what is the other position which 
they assume? Why, sir, because the public money 
is in the hands of the officers of the Government, 
they argue that it will be used by them for banking 
purposes, although this bill makes it a penitentiary 
offence in them to make such a use of the money 
confided to theircare. It has always been reckon- 
ed a little curious that honest Fluellen should have 
attempted to establish an analogy. between Mace- 
don and Monmouth, because there was a river in 
both; but his comparison will have its parallel, 
when the Treasury of the United States shall be 
identified with a bank, because, forsooth, there is 
money in both. 

i come now, Mr. Chairman, to the last of the ob- 
jectionsto this bill, which I propose to notice. Itis 
said that this bill falls short of the line of our duty, 
because it does not regulate, or in other words 
make, a currency. Upon this point, I beg leave to 
state that if there be two constitutional modes of at- 
taining a constitutional end, and the incidental ef- 
fects of one upon the currency are better than those 
of the other, that thea we should prefer that mode 
Accordingly, 
I have endeavored to show that the incidental ef- 
fects of this bill upon the currency were salutary, 
and they extend as far, I believe, as our power 
over the subject. For one, I utterly deny that it is 
either our duty or our right to regulate the cur- 
rency. This power is now derived mainly upon 
the argument which implies itas necessary for the 
regulation of commerce. Now, sir, E maintain 
that itis against reason to imply a power as ne- 
cessary to carry out a power expressly granted, 
when that which is implied is as important in its 
own nature, as that is which is granted. If both 
be equal in importance, there is as much 
reason to suppose that the framers of the Constitu- 
tion would have specified the one as the other. If 
they intended to give both, they would have speci- 
fied both. Still less reasonable is it to suppose that 
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they designed te give, by 1mplication, a power more 
important in its own nature than “that which they 
specified as the necessary means of carrying out 
the less important end. I-deny, therefore, that 
the right to regulate currency caibe implied. as 
the means necessary to regulate commerce; inas- 
much as the former power is- more important 
and extensive than the latter. ‘The first: reaches 
directly every class of the community, and every 
species of properly, whilst the latter affects im- 
mediately but-one class of productive industry. 
This conclusion is fortified in my mind by the 
clause of the Constitution which forbids any thing 
but gold and silver to be made a legal tender 
between man and man. To suppose that the 
framers of this instrament. would give this Go- 
vernment a power to make a currency of any 
thing but gold and silver, and yet deny it the 
privilege of making ‘this currency a legal tender 
between its citizens, is to believe that it gave us 
the right to pass a law, but at the same time 
provided that any individual might nullify it at 
his pleasure. 

Having now reviewed most of the arguments 
for and against the bill, I beg leave briefly to re- 
capitulate the reason which induce me to support 
I believe, first, that it will operate 
as a gentle but salutary check upon the mischievous 
operations of our banking system upon foreign 
trade; secondly, it will take away the bounty heré- 
tofore offered by this Government to the States for 
the depreciation of their currency, and relieve; ina 
great degree, not only the different sections of this 
Confederacy, but the different States of the same 
section from the unequal operation of our fiscal 
system upon commerce; thirdly, it will relieve 
the General Government from its dependence up- 
on these State institutions, and thus the people will 
have it more in their power through the State Le- 
gislatures to effect necessary reforms in the bank- 
ing system; and, fourthly, it will take from the 
Executive, not only an immense amount of bank 
patronage, but also the power to alter the standard 
of value. 

I cannot, however, pass from this subject, with- 
out explaining clearly my opinion in relation to the 
extent to which this bill wculd reform our currency. 
I have already said that I thought its opera- 
tion in this regard would be gentle and 
salutary. Further than this I have declared 
my belief that our authority does not extend. 
But the public would be deceived if it expected 
from this measure a thorough reform in our 
banking system. This work must be performed 
by the people, through the State Governments, 
who alone have authority over the subject. It 
is not for me here to indicate the means by which 
I believe this great work might be accomplished 
I will declare my opinion, however, that a rational 
spirit of reform will seek, as its first object, to take 
gradually frem these institutions the power of mak- 
ing a currency. They wili thus be divested of the 
great source of their mischiefs, whilst all that is 
beneficial in their operations will be left to them. 
The great considerations which have hitherto sus- 
tained them, notwithstanding their tremendous 
abuses, have been that individuals obtained through 
them the use of capital, whilst society found their 
agency useful in transacting its exchanges. Their 
power to perform these useful functions were, how- 
ever, rather diminished than increased by endowing 
them with the privilege of changing the standard 
of value. In the infancy of our society, when they 
were first instituted, there were no large capitalists 
in the country. it wasa known principle that 
capital could be employed at a less interest 
in masses than in small quantities. The 
natural means of converting this principle 
to a beneficial use was to aggregate this capi- 
tal by incorporations. There was no necessity 
to have given these incorporations the power of 
making currency for sale. On the contrary, with- 
out this power, if there had been no restrictions 
upon them as to interest, it is manifest that we 
should have procured at once our just share of the 
capital of the werld, at precisely what it was 
worth. It is one of the vices of our banking sys- 
tem, that its rate of interest is fixed. They have 
no means of using this interest like the Bank of 
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England, as the index of its expansions and con- 
tractions in its new business. This bank has found 
from experience, that the readiest way of curtail 
ing its business is to raise the rate of interest. 
This throws out all of that demand which comes 
from employments of low or doubtful profit, whilst it 
lets in those whose natural rate of profitis high and 
certain. Ours, on the contrary, curtail upon all 
indiscriminately—the safe as well as the doubtful; 
or, having no fixed and equitable rule by which to 
discriminnte between their customers, they make 
personal distinctions which are odious to society. 

Let us look now to the operations of exchange. 
This consists of two branches. The first is a sys- 
tem of offsetts, which dispenses with the use of cur- 
rency. For instance, the merchant in Mobile, 
owes the merchant in Richmond $1,000; the mer- 
chant in Richmond owcs the merchant in New 
York a like amount; a nd the New York merchant 
owes him from Mcbile the same. Now the dealer 
in exchange who con!d command all these obliga- 
tions would settle them without the use ofa cent 
ofcurrency. This is the great and beneficial part 
of the business of exchange. A dealer of large 
capital would perform this business much better 
than one with a smaller amount, becavse it is 
manifest that the greater the number and amount 
of obligations commanded by one dealer, the greater 
the prospect for setting them oi against each other. 
In this point of view, too, it might be necessary to 
use aggregate capital in order to employ it effi- 
ciently in this business. But here again ihe cur- 
rency function was unnecessary, because this busi- 
ness, like all others, has its natural rate of profit, 
which would of itself invite the employment of 
capital, without the aid of bounties and monopo- 
lies so mischievous to the community. Indeed it 
is known to be the natural and profitable part 
of the business of banking. There is however an- 
other branch of this business, not here so impor- 
tant or extensive, to which I would call the attention 
of the committee before I conclude. It will some- 
times happen, that after selling off all of the obliga- 
lions to or {rom a particular city, the balance of 
trade will be against it. Now the transportation 
of the money to discharge this debt cannot be 
made without cost. As the city owing the debt de- 
sired the consideration fur which it was contracted, 
so it is just and natura that this expense should be 
borne by it. And if any bank undertakes to trans- 
fer it for nothing, it does so, because Government 
has given it some privilege of pecuniary value, 
which compensates them for their loss. This is 
manifest, from the nature of the thing; and if they 
pretend thatthe power to issue currency, enables 
them to perform this task without cost to them- 
se ves or others, they state the account erroneously. 
They do not make this change of funds without 
cost to themselves. But for the immense advan- 
tage of the exclusive power to coin paper money, 
they may well undertake to assume this burden. 
It is obvious, however, at the same time that 
Government would be doing much more jus- 
lice to the community, even if it were to take 
upon itself the immediate charge of carrying this 
money from city to city in its own ships. 

It seems to me clear therefore, Mr. Chairman, 
that so far as exchange saves much of the cost of 
iransporting money by setting off mutual demands 
against each other, the banks could perform the 
business profitably to themselves and ethers, with- 
out the power to issue a cent of eurrency; while on 
the other hand, the cost of transporting the actual 
ballances due upon trade from city io city, ought of 
right to fall upon them who benefit by trade; and 
it is unjust to the community at large to give the 
banks ibe power of altering the standard of value 
to their own profit, for the smaller loan of their 
doing this comparatively unimportant branch of 
exchange without cost to the merchant. 

Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored to examine 
the subject in which I have been engaged fairiy 
and impartially. I have certainly expressed my 
opinions candidly, perhaps too boldly, When! 
looked to the magnitude of the interests involved 
an our discussicns, I hesitated whether | ought to 
place before the public these results of my humble 
reflections and immatured experience. But when 
I remembered that my name had no weight to give 


Authority to epinions which are unpopalar in 
themselves, I was convinced, that, if erroneous, 
their expression could injure none but myself, 
whilst if true, it was right that they should be 
known. The task which I have executed, in some 
respects, has been painful. I regretted to differ 
with men whose superior wisdom I ackow- 
ledge, and with whom Į should have been 
happy to have agreed, had the constitution 
of our minds permitted it. Perhaps this regret 
would have been deeper, if imputations as to the 
party motives of those who support this bill had 
been hazarded less freely upon this floor. For 
myself, | am governed by no party motives upon 
such a question as this. I feel myself to be proudly 
above them. In saying this, I mean no disrespect 
to those who adopt the rules of party action; they 
have the authority of eminent names, perhaps of 
public opinion itself, to sustain them in the pro- 
priety of submitting their conduct to such rules. 
For one, however, | never will consent to merge 
all individuality of sentiment and action. in the 
great mass of party. I never will take upon my- 
self that allegiance which should bind me to obey 
the will of a party, even though the obedience in- 
volved a sacrifice of the wishes and dearest inte- 
rests of those wno sent me here. As the agent of 
my constituents, I will either represent them, ac- 
cording to their sense of right when I know it, or 
i will give way for another who may do it with a 
safer conscience. But beyond this, and when they 
leave me a free agent, I acknowledge no responsi- 
bility to any but to that Being who gave me a con- 
science for my guide. Sir, short as my course has 
been, there have yet been times when I should 
have turned aside from public life, heari-sickened 
by the narrow disputes of party for power and 
place, if it had not been for my fixed belief that 
great principles were at work in society, which 
would accomplish their results in despite of the 
obstacles of a mistaken legislation. I believe that 
the Reformer is abroad on the earth to change and 
to purity; and I trust that the day is not distant, 
when he will liberate trade, and turn that mighty 
innovator loose upon mankind; who, when free to 
take the range of the earth, will tread down the bar- 
riers that divide man by sections, and trample upon 
those monopolies which array in hostility the diffe- 
rent classes of society, which, but for them, would 
have an identity of interestand harmony of purpose. 
If the dream of the visionary and philosopher who 
sighs for universal peace shallever be realized, that 
work will be accomplished through the agency of 
the great principles of free trade; for it is the nature 
of these to teach man, through hisinterest, to reduce 
the rules alike of national law and municipal regu- 
lation to that simple maxim of Chtistian ethics, 
which commands us “to do as we would be done 
by.” In conclusion, sir, I must return my thanks 
to the committee for indulging me solong. As the 
best excuse which I can offer, I will say that it has 
been a long time since I troubled them before, and, 
probably, it will be long before I shall trouble them 
again. 
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Or PENNSYLYANIA. 
In the House of Representatives, June 23, 1838—In 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, on the bill reported by the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, to provide for the collection, 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue, and the various amendments 
offered thereto. 
_ Mr. POTTER addressed the committee as fole 
lows; 

Mr. Crarmman: The subject has been here and 
elsewhere so fully and ably discussed, that if it 
was not for the resolution adopted by the Legisla- 
ture of my State, I should feel justified in preserving 
silence during this debate—a ‘situation much more 
consonant to my position in this House; but re- 
spect for that body, and a sense of what is due to 
my constituents, compel me, reluctantly to tres- 
pass on the precious time of this commiitee. The 
resolution to which I refer, is as fellows, viz: 

““Vhatour Representativesin Congress be request- 
ed, and our” Senators instructed to vote, and use 


| people of my district. 


their influence for a postponement, until the” next 


session of Congress, of the act introduced bythe 


honorable Sras Wricur of New York, commonly 
called the Sub-Treasury bill; and that they vote 
at this session for nO dct-of a similar natures and 
that we have full confidence: in Martin Van Bo: 
ren; and in the wisdom and intelligence of ouf 
Democratic Senators and Representatives in Còn- 
gress; and our Senators are hereby further instrict- 
ed, and our members requested 10. vote for such a 
mode of receiving, keeping, and disbursing ‘the 
public moneys, as will separate, as far as practica- 
ble; the banks from the Government.” 

Uniqueas is this singular production,and unworthy 
as itis of the intelligent people of that State, which 4 
have in patt the honor to represent on this floor, 1 
give it my serious deliberation, with a desire to 
conform with its behests. It was sustained, atid 
finally passed, by the vote of every Federal mem- 
ber in the House of Representatives, and: furnish- 
ed the anomaly of every political. opponent of Mr. 
Van Buren in that body declaring their confidence 
in his ‘‘tisdom and intelligence,” and their faith in 
their political opponents on this floor, the De: 
mocralic portion ef the Pennsylvania delegation; 
thereby casting an implied and severe reflection on 
those honorable gentlemen of their own political 
party from our State, as undeserved as unmerited. 
This instruction process had its origin hete, and 
is the illegitimate bantling of politicians, instead of 
the spontaneous movement of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. . The Governor of our State was 
the organ used on that occasion to convey the dicta- 
tion of a political clique, located in this city, to their 
humble followers in the Legislature. - That high 
functionary descended from the dignity óf his sta- 
tion, and became the aider and abettor of this inter 
ference in the action of a sovereign State. If an 
attempt had been made to dictate to a State Legis- 
lature, on a question of vital importance to the 
whole American people by this Administration, or 
traced to its friends in this House, how justly 
would the charge of the unauthorized and unjustifia- 
ble interference of the officers of the National Go- 
vernment, with Siate legislation, been denounéed 
and sustained! If a Democratic Governer of a 

tate had lent himself to this attempted degrad ation 
of the State, whose ‘honor and destinies had been 
confided to his care, what indignation and con tempt 
would have been felt and expressed! When we 
see the mandate to control and fetter the judgment 
of our Senators, and intimidated a portion of our 
representatives in the national councils, concocted 
at the seat of the National Government; the re- 
script issued to a Chief Magistrate of a State, and 
servilely obeyed by that functionary, have we not 
cause of dread for the preservation of the State 
sovereignties, and alarm at the consolidating teñ- 
dencies of such. proceedings? I, for one, appeal 
from this spurious and sybilline instraction of the 
General Assembly, to the free and enlightened 
To them i am amenable 
for my conduct, as their representative. They, 
and they alone, have power to instruct, and to their 
unbiassed judgment I wiil most cheerfully submit 
my whole political course during the time Iam 
honored as their organ in this place. 

A brief review of the mode and manner of the 
safe-keeping and deposite of the public funds, will 
illustrate how the idea arose that banks have an 
imherent right to be the depesitories of the public money. 
In fact, it will be found that their use, as deposito- 
ries, and the reception of their notes in the payment 
of the dues of Government, grew up from the cus- 
tom and usage of the Treasury Department, and 
not from any absolute provisions of law. The Con- 
linental Congress laid the germ of- a Treasury 


| Department in the resolution of the 29th July, 1775, 


by which they appointed Michael Hillegas and Geo. 
Clymer joint treasurers of the United Colonies; 
and directed they should give bond, with surety, for 
the faithful performance of their duties, “They 


|, Were directly responsible to Congress, and held 


Jbeir offices at its will. They were the depositories 
of the public treasure, and paid out the money on 
warrants drawn by the President of Congress,- Under 
the aticles of confederation, Congress, so far as it 


| Possessed the attributes of government, exércised 


the blended powers of Legislative and Executive 


June, 1838. 
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In all the various resolutions and ordinances, up to | 


the period of the adoptionof the present Constitu- 
tion, whether the superiniending powers of the 
Treasury Department, including the authority over 
the depository of the public funds, was vested ina 
committee of Congress, or in commissioners, com- 
posed, in part, of members of Congress, or in the 
creation of a “civil executive department of the 
Treasury, it reserved to itself the control of the 
whole system. At first, Congress reserved, as a 
power not delegated to any subordinate agent, the 
authority of the selection of the place where the 
public moneys should be kept. Subsequently, they 
granted it successively to the “Committee on the 
Treasury,” “the Commissioners of the Treasury,” 
“the Superintendant of Finance,” and “the Board 
of Treasury,” in subordination to the resolutions 
and ordinances of Congress. ‘The new Constitution 
separated the Legislative and Executive branches, 
and vested the latter in the Presideat. ‘The reor- 
ganization of the Executive departments became ne- 
cessary, to render them conformable to the new or- 
der of things effected by the change in the form of 
government. This, at the first session of Congress, 
under the Constitution, produced the act entitled, 
“An act to establish the Treasury Department.’ 
The duties assigned to the head of the Department, 
were assimilated to those pointed out, by the ordi- 
nance of the Continental Congress, to the Superin- 
téndant of Finance; and an officer called the 
“Treasurer” was to be appointed, whose duties it 
was “ to reecive and ‘keep the moneys of the United 
States pand disburse the same upon warrants.” ‘The 
construction given to this act, by the first and every 
succeeding Secretary of tne Treasury, and ac- 
‘quiesced in by every branch of the Government, 
was, that it conferred on the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry the power of directing where the public moneys 
in the Treasury were to be-deposited. ‘The practice 
and usage was, sometimes to place it in the hands 
of individuals, sometimes in State banks; and, during 
the period of the charter of the old Bank of the 


United States, portions of .the public moneys were | 


deposited with i', -The Treasurer, on no occasion 
during the period that has intervened from 1789, 
attempted to exercise the power of selection. No 
bank, either State or National, until recently, claimed 
any right to be the depository of the treasure of the 
people. It was admitted by all the constituted au- 
thorities of the nation, as well as by the whole peo- 
ple, that the safe-keeping,of the public money was by 
law, under the exclusive power of the officers ot the 
Government, subject to the supervision of the Pre- 
sident, as the head of the Executive department, 
and the acion ofvCongress. 

For a period of twenty-seven years subsequent 
to the adoption of the Constitution, officers of the 
pecple, selected and appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
were, in fact, the depositaries of the public money. 
On the 14th October, 1789, Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Treasury, addressed a circular to 
the collectors of the revenue, in which he directs 
them “ to remit all the notes in band weekly by 
the post to Samuel Meredith,” who then held the 
situation of Treasurer. As to. the specie, which 
the collectors should return, as remaining in their 
hands, he informed them, ‘ Ippose that the Trea- 
surer shall draw orders on you, from time to time, for 
the specie.” The Treasurer of the United States, 
and the collectors for the time being, were the 
designated depositaries of the public money. On 
the 6th of April, 1790, the Secretary addressed a 
circular to all the collectors of Georgia, except 
Savannah; and in it he directed them to “ remit all 
moneys which you may now have on hand, or hereafter 
receive, on account of the customs, to John Habersham, 
Esq. collector for the port of Savannah.’ ln the 
same cireular, he further orders, ‘“‘ this mode of 
payment you will continue til otherwise directed by 
nev” This shows the practice and usage of the 
department” early after its organization under the 
Constitution, and proves that. there is nothing 
novel in the suggestion, that individuals ‘under the 
control, and subject to the action, of the people’s 
Government, should be entrusted with the safe- 
keeping of the people’s money. Jf the offcers, 
elecied by the people, can be entrusted, under the 
Constitution, with the administration of the Go- 
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vernment, with the power and patronage incident 
to their duties, with the collection, with the dis- 
bursement and the raising of the revenue, why not 
with its safe-kezping? If the people are so innately 
corrupt that they cannot confide to themselves the 
selection of the depositaries of theirown money, 
unless corporaticns are chosen, our Government is 
fast toppling to its fall. Representative Govern- 
nents and republican institutions are based on the 
purity of the people, and their fitness for self- 
government. ‘Their servants, their agents and 
representatives reflect back the purity or the im- 
purity of the constituent body. For one, I must 


-express my confidence inthe intelligence and virtue 


of the people of this country, and my firm belief, 
that they are as capable of selecting competent 
and fit individuals to be entrusted with a sacred 
trust, as the directors or stockholders of any 
moneyed corporation, or any other corporate body 
in the Union. ‘The circular of Albert Gallatin, 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the 25th February, 
1811, addressed to the collector of the port of 
Philadelphia, shows that he claimed and exercised 
the power, as Secretary of the Treasury, of direct- 
ing the place of deposite for the public money, 
and that he delegated that power to the collector 
for the moneys received at that port. The act of 
1816, chartering the Bank of the United States, 
contained a provision in the 16th section, which 
declared that the deposites of the moneys of “ the 
United States, in places in which the said Bank 
and branches thereof may be established, shall be 
made in the said Bank or branches thereof, unless 
the Seeretary of the Treasury shall at any time 
otherwise order and direct.” By the provisions of 
this section, the authority of the Secretary, as to 
the selection of the depositary, in places other than 
where the Bank or its branches were located, re- 
inained untouched, as it had existed previous to its 
enactment. And in case the Secretary “ should 
order and direct” the deposites to be withheld from 
the Bank of the United States, for satis‘actory 
reasons to be-assigned to Congress at its next 
session, after the issuing of the order, the whole 
power of selection was remitted, under the existing 
Jaws, to the Secretary. ; 

When this event occurred, we find the selection 
made by that officer, as had been the uniform prac- 
tice under the act uf 1789. From the time of the 
charter of the late Bank of the United States to the 
removal of the deposites in 1833, the Bank of the 
United States and its branches were generally used 
as the fiscal agents of the Treasury Department, 
although not exclusively so. In 1817 an arrange- 
ment was entered into between the Bank and the 
Secretary of the Treasury, by which it was stipu- 
lated that in places where it had no branches, the 
Bank was to designate certain State banks in which 
the public moncy should be deposited, and for 
whose fidelity in discharge of the trusts confided to 
them it would be responsible to the Government. 
This arrangement went isto effect, and continued 
in operation until the 30th day of June, 1818, 
when it terminated, in consequence of difficulties 
arising between the selected State banks and the 
Bank of the United States. On its termination the 
Bank intimated to the Treasury Department that, 
thenceforward, it could receive nothing in deposite 
as cash but the legal currency of the country, or its 
own notes. It is a remarkable fact, that this dis- 
crimination of the Bank to receive, as the fiscal 
agent of the Government, under the provisions of 
its charter, on deposite, as cash, nothing but specie 
or its own notes, created no alarm for the safety of 
the great credit system; nor was its policy denounced 
as ruinous to the interests of the people, or ar- 
raigned as hostile to the State institutions. Where 
then slumbered the sentinels whose voices now 
so loudly proclaim the danger from an analogous 
measure, sustained and advocated by the great 
body of the Democracy of the country? Their 
patriotism slept when a great moneyed corporation, 
the god of their idolatry, advanced the doctrine of 
the non-reception of State bank notes, convertible 
at the will of the holder into the precious metals, 
on Geposite, by that institution. Their devotion to 
the Bank did not falter or waver for a single 
moment. The kind of money that was not good 
enough to be received by it as cash, is abundantly 
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fit for the people and their Government, ih the esti- 
mation of ‘these new-fledged Whigs and patriots. 
When the President recommends the collection 
aud disbursement of the public dues in the “legal 
currency,” he and his friends. are assailed in 
bilingsgate language, which vies with that of the: 
fish market inchaste beauty. They are denominated 
Loco: Focos, Destructiyes,and denounced as hostile 
to the banks and the credit system. > = 200 
The act of 1836 regulating the-depesites, consti- 
tutes the latest action of Congress on this subject. 
Its provisions are familiar to all who are conver- 
sant with the legislation of Congress. The States 
became the depositories of the surplus revenue on 
hand, and banks, to be selected by the Secretary of 
the Treasury on specified terms, became the depo- 
sitories of the accruing revenue; and that portion 
which it was deemed advisable to retain, to meet 
any exigencies of the Government. The suspen- 
sion of specie payments in May, 1837, by the State 
banks, in compliance with the provisions of the act 
of 1836 terminated their connection with the Go- 
vernment, as fiscal agents, for the. time being, and 
threw the Treasury Department back upon the act 
of 1789, as the regulator of the depositories of the 
public money. For how short a period during the 
existence of our country as an independent nation, 
have banks, by express law, beent he sole deposito- 
ries of the public money? On the 20th November, 
1789, Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in a circular letter 
addressed to the collectors of, Massachusetts, di- 
rected them to deposite in the’ Bank of Boston 
“whatever money may come io their hands;” and 
he further instrucied them tnat they were to conti- 
nue to do so until they should “receive a counter- 
mand” from him. The reason assigned for this 
order exhibits the views of the Seeretary, and the 
motives which, in the then situation of the internal 
communications and commerce of the country, 
governed and controlled kis policy. It was to ena- 
ble him, “as far as possible, to avail the public of the 
revenues arising in that State, without drawing the 
specie out of it, by facilitating the negotiation of drafts.” 
From this small beginning, intended to facilitate 
the operations of the Treasury, and protect the 
specie circulation in a State, from whence, at that 
day, a great portion of the revenue was derived, 
has the claim of the banks, which now overshadows 
the whole land, arisen? It is, and has been, the 
boast and glory of the founders of our Constitu- 
tion, that they saw at a distance the mighty growth 
and extension of this Republic, and to have laid 
the foundations of a great, free, and powerful na- 
tion. We have increased in population and wealth, 
and acquired an adamantine strength, which no 
foreign power can affect. So long as the people 
are true to themselves, this Republic will be inde- 
structibie. Such has been the rapid increase of our 
commerce, navigation, agriculture, and manufac- 
tures, that it was thought necessary to establish 
numerous banks, by State legislation, under the 
fallacious idea of increasing capital; many of these 
went into operation without a sufficient metallic 
basis, and were, in all respects, without solidity of 
capital, or prudence of management. The idea 
prevailed that a bank was the panacea for every 
real or imaginary evil. When their own cupidity 
and mismanagement caused them to dishonor their 
credit, every nerve is strained to clear their 
own skirts, and cast the odiam on the National 
Government. To change the Administration many 
of them have entered the arena of politics, to co- 
erce the Government and the peopleto entrust them 
with the custody ofthe public moneys,for the avowed 
purpose of discounting upon it, and using it as ca- 
pital, to increase and swell their profits. To com- 
pel the people to receive and disburse their notes, 
in the expenditures of the Government, so as to ex- 
tend their circulation, and give them a fictitious 
credit, they are entrenched behind “the cotton bags,” 
have closed their vaults, and refused to pay their 
debts. In these dishonored entrenchments they are 
counselled to remain until the “enemy” are driven 
from the country, by the presiding officer of the most 
powerfol bank in the Union. To what eneray does 
he allude? Toa foreign foe. No: the reference 
isto the servants of the people, clecied and select- 
ed by them to administer the Government, un- 
der the Constitution; to the downfall of the Re- 
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publican party, and the prostration of the princi- 
ples, which marked the administrations of Jeffer- 
son, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson; and conse- 
quently the predominancy of the adverse princi- 
ples which were so prominently shadowed forth 
during the administrations of the Massachusetts 
dynasty of Presidents. Thus the moneyed power, 
wielded by irresponsible corporations, is volunteered 
in aid of a political party. If the people yield to 
this potent influence, and bow in obedience to the 
mandate of the banks, it will be time to despair of 
the Republic. The conflict is emphatically one for 
life or death; for liberty or for a monocracy. If 
the people can be roused to the true issue, the dan- 
ger is passed and gone. True to themselves, true 
to the glory of their ancestors, they will preserve 
the rich inheritance of liberty which has descended 
to them, and transmit it, unsullied, to their posteri- 
ty. The prize is a vast one; the banks who strug- 
gle for the attainment of this power, deem all stra- 
tagems fairin the war, and will, deliberately and 
knowingly, endeavor to deceive the people. Al- 
ready we have seen it put forth, ex cathedra, that 
the banks are but another name for the stock and 
farms, the work shops, the manufactories and ships 
of the people, nay, that they are, ‘‘ipse ipsissimus,” 
the people themselves. The creatures, created by 
the servants of the people, assume to be the sove- 
reign people. How modest! 


its proudest hopes! 

The intelligence and virtue of a free people foil 
every efforl, and leave the plotters at the foot, in- 
stead of the summit, of power. Confined to their 
legitimate sphere, and within the provisions of 
their charters, the State banks are beyond the con- 
trol of the National Government, and unconnected 
with its operations. Properly restricted in num- 
bers and in power, they are useful to the peuple, 
and, from long custom, firmly interwoven with the 
institutions of the country. It would be unjust, 
and contrary to the spirit of our Government, for 
Congress to shape its legislation so as to overawe 
and oppress them, and bring ruin upon multitudes 
of our citizens, who are stockholders, creditors, or 
debtors, of these institutions. None to whom the 
Administration of the Government is entrusted 
could be so nnwise; none could possess so little 
sympathy for the sufferings of the people as to 
pursue such a course. Certainly the restoration of 
the collection and disbursement of the revenue to 
the mode and manner where it was placed by the 
sages who framed the Constitution, is not an at- 
tack on the banks, or evidence of hostility towards 
them, or the credit system. Serious embarrass- 
ments exist among the commercial classes in our 
cities. We look in vain for the cause of this em- 
barrassment in the present state of our markets. 
Our agricultural and manufactured articles bear a 
fair price; foreign exchange is at ils lowest rate; 
the precious metals are flowing in upon us. 
Whence, then, does the evil arise? Clearly from 
the deranged state of the currency, produced by 
the wild excess of banking operations, the vast ex- 
pansion of credit, the untoward and extensive spe- | 
culations of companies and individuals, followed | 
by the sudden contraction concomitant upon ex- 
pansion, .That this scene of embarrassment and 
derangement of the exchanges of the country 
should be kept up as a means of operating on pub- 
lie opinion, and controlling the dynasty of the Go- 
vernment, was the avowed object of one great mo- 
neyed institution of the country, if the late letter of 
its president speaks the sentireents of its directory. | 
Ty guard against these evils, and to take away ull | 
cause of agitation relative to conflicts between the Na- 
tional Government and State institutions, is the great 
and leading object of the bill under discussion. The | 
principle on which it is predicated is, to entrust the | 

i 
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pubiic money no longer to the safe keeping of cor- 
porations, but to assume the custody of the public 
treasure by the Government itself. Its first and 
main object, ihe continued severance of the finan- 


cial relations of the Government, “as far as is prac- | 


ticable,” from “ihe banks.” 
The Suspension of specie payments-in May last, 
under the provisions of the Constitution and the 


Ambition uses foul |; 
ladders and crooked paths to reach the summit of | 


H 
| fiscal agents of the Government. 
| 


ney from the State corporations, and cast upon the 
Executive Department a wide discretion in the 
mode and manner of keeping the funds of the na- 
tion. The deposite act of 1836 did not contem- 
plate or provide for a crisis such as that which oc- 
curred. The probability of the refusal of some one 
of the selected deposite banks to redeem their pa- 
per was foreseen, and provision made in the eighth 
section for such a contingency. It was enacted: 
“Or if any of the said banks shall at any time refuse 
to pay its own notes in specie, if demanded,” “it shall 
| be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to discon- 
tinue any such bank as a depository, and withdraw 
Srom it the public moneys which it may hold on depo- 
site.” This was the law. It was obeyed. No dis- 
creticm vas left to the Secretary. The connection 
was wholly dissolved. The Executive Depart- 
ment is not chargeable with the dissolution. H it 
is again to exist, it must be re-established by a new 
reunion, consummated by law. So, also, the non- 
reception of the notes of banks refusing to redeein 
their issues, in payment of debts due the Govern- 
ment, was produced by operation of law, and not 
by the volition of the Executive branch of the Go- 
vernment. Theact of 1789, the resolution of 
1816, and the act of 1836, were imperative, and 
forbid the officers of the Government to receive, in 
payment of its dues, any inconvertible paper, issued 
either by the State sovereignties or banking corpo- 
rations. Ina Federative Republic, organized un- 
der a written Constitution, of limited powers, it 
would present a singular anomaly, closely allied 
to despotism, to clothe ministerial officers with the 
power of dispensing with positive laws. It is 


to confide immense discretionary powers in the hands 
of the Executive. A jealous limitation of the con- 
trol of the Executive over the finances of the na- 
tion, is a principle coeval with the Republican sys- 
tem. The framers of that admirable chart of our 
liberty, the Constitution, recognised this safeguard 
of our Government in the provision that “no mo- 
ney shall be drawn from the Treasury except in 
pursuance of appropriations made by law.” Deep- 
ly impressed with the truth of these positions, I 
cannot consent to forbear making an effort to place 
the safe keeping of the public moneys under the 
regulations and restrictions of law, during the pre- 
sent session, and thus limit the power of the Exec- 
| utive over the finances of the nation. 

| Two plans of accomplishing the object of ta- 
| king the public money out of the immediate con- 
| trol of the Exscutive branch. and placing it under 
| the custody of the laws, has been submitted to the 
; consideration of the people and Congress; first, 
to revive and resuscitate the union of the State banks 
with the Treasury Department, on principles allied to 
those of the deposite act of 1836; secondly, to provide 
| for the entire separation between the Government and 
| the banks. No proposition for the creation of a 
| National Bank to be made the fiscal agent of the 
Treasury Department, has been submitted for the 
consideration of Congress or the people. The 
| question is narrowed down to the two positions 
j 


stated: which shall we select? The solution of 
this important inquiry involves momentous inte- 


| rests in ils decision, deeply affecting the future des- 


| tinies of the people, the States and the Union. 
| Its magnitude is felt and acknowledged; the high re- 
| sponsibilities under which we act recognised. None 
can deny the disasters which have been entailed 
upon our country, during and immediately suc- 
ceeding the period that State banks were used as 
The connection 
proved alike unfortunate to the people, the Govern- 
mentand the banks. On both occasions, when 
State banks were resorted to as fiscal agents, the 
experiment signally failed. A striking similarity 
exists between the resulis arising during the pe- 
riod between 1811 and 1816, and those recently 
developed. Are these misfortunes attributable to 


| the inauspicious periods at which State bank 


agency was employed in the financial relations of 
the Government, or did they occur from an inke- 


| Tent defect in the system? During the continuance, 


and at the close of a foreign war, the caperiment 
Failed. Ina time of profound peace, and great in- 


existing Jaws, coerced the Treasury Department 
into a withdrawal of the deposite of the public mo- | 


dividual and national prosperity, a second disas- 
trous failure happened. When is the auspicious 


equally foreign to the character of our institutions } 
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period to arrive for a fair trial?. . And what induce. 
ment has the people to try a third experiment, 
based on similar principles with two former ones, 
which utterly failed? 

The evil is in the system, and not in the period 
when the experiment has been tried. © This admo: 
nishes us of their insecurity, and inability to -suc 
cessfully perform the necessary functions of the 
financial agency of the Government. .The defect 
is in their organie structure; and hence the hopeless- 
ness of amendment. When money is abundant, 
all who have the command ef it use it improvi- 
dently. The Government, with all its checks and 
balances, cannot be restrained from doing the same. 
Bank directors and officers are not exempt from 
this general frailty of our-nature: they are usually 
the largest borrowers and prime operators in bank 
credits. Next, they accommodate their friends.. It 
is the interest of banks to lend; and borrowers think 
it their interest to obtain money to invest in specu- 
lations, the profits of which are generally over-esti- 
mated. The tide rolls on, until the mass of the 
community are drawn into the vortex.. No-one 
dreams of the reflux, except here and there-a soli- 
tary individual, who is termed a croaking raven; 
behind the age im which he lives. ‘This is. human 
nature, Which no wise statesman will overlook, in 
framing a system of government. Operated. upon 
by such causes, no Treasury contrivance by. the 
General Government can impose upon the State 
banks, whose existence is independent of. their 
power, sufficient obligations, or offer sufficient jr- 
ducements, to repel the infectious influence of. the 
trading mania, when at flood tide; and until that 
can be accomplished, the public money will not 
only be unsafe in the State banks, but it will greatly 
enhance the danger of their insecurity. They would 
be much more sound and beneficial to the country 
without, than with it. The occasional fluctuations 
of internal exchanges will occur, under any system 
of financial arrangements by this Government, 
The evidence of the last year has given a remark- 
able instance of the utter inability of State banks, 
when connected with the Treasury Department, to 
preserve uniformity of exchange. A memorable. 
instance of the failure of the United States Bank 
to secure the same desirable uniformity, occurs. in 
the past history of internal exchange, from the 
year 1817 up. to. 1821; during which period: the 
western banks, and most of their enterprising men, 
were prestrated, the Bank of the United Statés 
itself, reduced to the very verge of bankruptcy, 
and compelled to suspend and wind up some of 
its branches; particularly one ia Cincinnati. The 
convulsions of that period overwhelmed whole 
masses in the Middle and Western States with ruin; 
and as it respected this Government, termina: 
ted in its relinguishment cf upwards af iwer 
ty-one millions of debt due for the sale of 
public land; and an accumulation of upwards of 
one million and a half of dollars of unavailable funds 
in the Treasury, in the notes of broken banks... AF 
ter the evil had fallen upon us, and the mischief 
was done, the Government interfered. At the it 
stance of the Chief Magistrate, the then president 
of the bank resigned, and Mr. Cheves was. placed 
at the head of the institution. A man of iron 
nerve, he applied the remedy with an iron hand; 
and property throughout the Middle and Westera 
States was reduced in a short period, from fifty to 
seventy-five per cent. in value. This occurred at-a 
period when ourstaples were depressed abroad, and 
aggravated the evil. The seat of the disease was 
in the expansions of credit and bank issues, daring 
the preceding years, and in the rigid and unbend 
ing contractions, and consequent reduction of -the 
circulating medium, in the years of 1819, °20, and 
21. This brief review of bygone times, proves 
that all the skill of the able and patriotic men of 
that day, with every motive for exertion men 
of exalted reputation, occupying the highest sta- 
tions of publie trust, was notcompetent to arrest the 
ruinous misfortunes arising from the use of the pub 
Ke money, in expanding bank facilities. Nor when 
the evil was presented, were they able to prescribe 
such a remedy as the debilitated condition of the 
body politic would bear. They mistook the plethora 
for robust health, and depleted the patient until he 
fell into an incurable dropsy. Ka 
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On the Government and the people, the con- 
sequences of this unnatural union of Federal | 
power with State institutions; produced dangerous 
results. A mean subserviency on the part of many 
of the conductors of these - institutions to the Trea- 
sury Department, is clearly evinced in the publish- 
ed correspondence between ‘them. A wide and 
almost boundless range was given to the power 
-and ‘patronage of the Executive—the more fatal 
nnd dangerous because unseen and secret. in its ope- 
vations. Corrupting as sucha Union. was-to the 
spirit and genius of. our institutions, it was no. less 
fatal in its consequences to the currency, the pros- 
perity and the business of the country. ; 

' Two great explosions have overwhelmed the cur- 
-rency within the last twenty-five years; and is it not 
remarkable that on both ‘occasions the occurrence 
took place at periods when State banks- were eon- 
nected with the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
ment? The blighting influence of an irredeemable 
and depreciated circulating medium warns us to 
beware of this: deubtfal and. dangerous remedy. 
Experience has demonstrated to the most incredu- 
lous, that-there ‘are radical defects in our bank cir- 
culation, which can‘only be cured by an increase of 
the specie.circulation, and a reduction of the paper 
medium. So long as the mosey of the people is 
diverted from its constitutional purposes, and used 
as capital by banking corporations to discount upon, 
‘an occasional redundant circulation is inevitable. 
A crisis'in our -national ‘or commercial relations 
produces a rapid contraction of this redundancy; 
depreciation is the natural consequence; and the 
evil is inflicted on the whole community. But the 
effect upon the business of the country is still more 
deleterious. A sound and stable currency fosters 
and encourages industry; and an unsound one, at- 
tended by constant fluctuations, prostrates the en- 
terprise of the industrious and honest portion of 
the community. Currency is the measure of value; 
and that .nation which .places it under the control 


of incorporated. companies, surrenders the industry 
and business of the country into ‘their hands: they 
raise the price of labor, and increase the ‘price of 
production and.consumption at their own will. and 
pleasure; then, by a moment’s operation, convulse 
the vale of ail the products of the country, and 
reduce the price of labor and’ property far below 
the correct standard. It is, then, evident that a` 
sound and stable currency would produce highly - 
beneficial results to the agricultural, manufacturing, 
and commercial interests. It would give to the pro- 
ducts of the farmer a certain and fair value, and 
to the manufacturer a protection which would en- 
able him to'meetforeign competition, by. manufac- 
turing the article ata price which would authorize 


-him to sell as cheap, or cheaper, than the foreigner. 
The interests of all would harmonise, and the pros- | 
-perity of all be secured. As this. stability and 
‘uniformity ‘of ‘circulation is endaxgered. by -the 
union of banks and State, ought the connection 
to be renewed?- I. honestly believe that the 
best interests of the people imperatively forbid 
the reunion, which the banks themselves dissevered. 
- Come coolly and reason, while I briefly examine 
the alternative measure. Calm ‘delibe:ation and 
reason should be the only guide in this investiga- 
- tion: appeals should not be made to` prejudice, to 
passion, or to partý. Trath, and the attainment 
of the best interests of our country, are the cbjects 
fervently desired. The Constitution evidently con- 
- templated that money should be raised from the people 
Jor the purposes of supporting. the Government, de- 
fending the country, and increasing the prosperity and 
happiness of the whole people, and for no other. object. 
ahatever. When the money of the people was col- 
lected, it was to remain in the Treasury until 
drawn out in virtue of appropriations mude by law. 
So jealous were our ancestors, that, in the grant of 
- powers to the National Government, they confined 
the pewer to the immediate representatives of the 
people of originating appropriation bills. These 
principles militate against the idea that it is right 
or constitutional to-give the money of the people te 
- corporations to loan out and bank upon; or, in other 
words, to use it for the unauthorized purpose of pri- 
wats gain. They accord in principle, on the other 
hand, with the proposed plan of separation. By 
the provisions of the Constitution, Congress holds i 
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the purse, and is entitled to the custody and safe- 

eeping of the finances of the nation. 
of raising revenue, and directing its appropriation, 
iS vested in that body. The revenue is to be raised 
and expended by authority of law. The agents 
for collecting and. disbursing, under the Constitu- 


tion, are appointed by the President, by and with | 


the advice and. consent of the Senate; but when 
appointed, they cannot raise. or disburse one dollar 


without the authority of law. A just regard to con- jf} 


stitutional-injuuction, and an exalted. patriotism, 


demands “hat the National Treasury, with over- - 


flowing means, should not. be exposed to bankruptcy 
by the vicissitudes of banking and commercial fluctua- 
tions. Pledged.to no peculiar pian or bill to effec- 
tuate the object of separation, I am disposed. to 
anxiously inquire and deliberate carefully upon the 
details, so as to secure the least possible injury in 
the process, and to accommodate the return to the 


_early and approved policy of the Government, to 


the existing siuation ‘of the currency and circu- 
lating medium of the country. Party prejudice, 
united with an avaricious feeling on the part of 
bankers.and speculators, have left no effort untried 
to assail, with a ferocious spirit, the plan ofan 
tadependent Treasury. By some it is attacked -as 
the creation of a great Government bank: This is the 


most unfounded of all the attempts -which have’ 


been made to prejudice the public mind.. Under 
the provisions of the bill reported in the Senate, as 
well as that under discussion, less :power is con- 
ferred upon the Secretary of the Treasury over the 
public funds than what he has possessed since the 
origin of the Government, ‘and no more-than what 
he must exercise under any system. He has al- 
ways paid the public creditors by Treasury drafts, 
and always must pay them in this manner. When- 
ever greater accumulations of revenue arise at any 
one place than are required for expendituics at 
that point, he must, and always has had tse power 
of transferring the surplus to piaces where it is 


-wanted.. Such, and no greater, are the powers 


conferred -by the provisions ‘of tne bill; yet it is 


-said that the holders.of these. Treasury drafts or 


warrants may endorse them over to third persons, 


-and thus render. them negotiable, and that these 


drafts: will constitute the paper currency of the Go- 


vernment bank. . This pretext is at once annihilated ` 


by the provision requiring these. drafts to ‘be 
promptly. presented ` and paid, so that they cannot 
continue in circulation, and form a part of the cir- 
culating. medium of the country. Compare the 


‘limited powers proposed to. be vested in the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury with those which a. connec- 
tion witha league of combined banks would give. 
The league would consist of State banks, retaining 
all the powers conferred by their charters. In ad- 
dition, you secure to them the use of the public de- 
posites, to be discounted upon, and used as an in- 
crease of capital. You give them unlimited credit 
by the reception of their notes as gold and silver 
in payment of the public dues. You consolidate, 
organise, and blend the interests and capital of the 
selected and united banks into one great whole; 
and as the central power, you place that whole un- 
der the supervision of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. One mind, one powerful will, would direct and 
control the operations of this central power, to which 
the currency, the business, und the property ofe the 
country, had been surrendered, Would not this create 
a bank?—a Government bank, under Executive 
contro}, which might end in despotism? 

Again: it is alleged ‘that the Independent Trea- 
sury plan extends and enlarges Executive patron- 
age. To make the comparison between that and 
the deposite bank system on this point. analyze and 
compare the provisions of the biil.. By it there are 


four public receivers to be appointed, by and with 


the consent of the Senate, whose united salaries 
‘will amount te about twelve thousand five hundred 
dollars; andj ten clerks, whose salaries will average 
about twelve thousand dollars; and these, tegether 
with such visiters as may be occasionally appointed 
to count the money, and examine the accounts of 
the different depositories are all the addition to the 
Executive patronage. How trifling in comparison 
with all that immense influence, which is aban- 
doned by dissevering the corrupt and corrupting 
influence of a connection with selected deposite 


The power - 
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aims a fatal blow at the banks. 
the State banks to the custody of the public money? 
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‘banks! In them are united ‘all the elements of 


power; immense capital; controlled by a central in- 
fluence, and blended dnd: ünited with the Execu- 
tive, so as to constitute'a mighty mass, portending 
danger and ruin to. republiéan: liberty. ° View the 
number of persons who are Tiable: to bé affected by 
banking influence, the power they possess’ in‘ the 


| community, and the extent: of contro} that may. be 


exercised over them, and the most sceptical will be 
convinced. that the deposite system: combines the ele- 
ments of political power in a much more eminent de- 
gree than the alternative plan: In. addition to the 
Officers how in service, say twenty-five of the most 
powerful banks are to be selected... The officers 
and stockholders of these institutions are directly 


. interested in their prosperity, and, of course, as 
‘their peculiar interests are embarked in a common 
‘bottom with the Executive. who selected the banks, 


they would sustzin him. . These, in the aggregate, 
at,a fair computation, number. two thousand five’ 
hundred persons—the most influential in the com- 
munity, with numbers dependent on them- for 
favors and accommodation. Admit that the twenty- 
five or thirty individuals:appointed -to office under 
the Independent Treasury system are equal in-eba- 


- racter and respectability to an equal number of the 


Officers and stockholders of banks, yet how much 
less influence do they possess, and. how small their 
means of exercising control over public opiaion, in 
comparison with that of the others. How immea- 
surably is this power increased, when you ‘view 
American banking as one great system, extending 
throughout the broad limits of the land, and num- 
bering upwards of eight hundred and twenty bauks, 
wielding a capital of hundreds of millions, and pos- 
sessing an influence, either directly cr indirecily, 


over cear ene million of persons. ` What a stand- 


ing army of frierds and partisans could an Execu- 
tive Magistrate rally around him, when closely 
allied to, and united with, this great system! ‘The 
State bank deposite system, by placing the seiected 
banks at its head, under the control of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, would constitute that dangerous 
combination. 

It is farther objected that the publie meney 
would not be safe under the Independent Treasury 
scheme. ` The officers would be under heavy bonde for 
a faithful discharge of their trusts, and would, in ud- 
dition, be. subject lo fine and imprisonment for using 
orlending the: public money. for any private purpose 
whatever. Does the fact. that they are officers of the 
Government render them dishonest and corrupt, 
and that if they were bank officers, they would be 
transmuted into trustworthy ahd honorable men? 
Every dollar of revenue has heretofore passed 
through the hands of two sets of public officers. 
Collecting officers first receive the money; it Is in 
their hands until deposited with the selected depo- 
sitory. The disbursing officers pay: out the public 
money; and it is in their hands from the time it is 
withdrawn from the depository until it is paid to 
the party entitled.to reccive it. These are Execu- 
tive officers. he banks, as depositories, from the 
recent report of the Secretary. of.the Treasury, have 
caused greater losses to the Government than have 
arisen from both these classes of Executive officers. 
Experience, from the origin of the Government, 
repels the allegation. 

But it is objected that the plan assails credit, and 
What right have 


An individual who weuldset up a claim to be made 
the depositary of the public money, for the avowed 
and fexpress purpose of loaning it out, at an inte- 
rest, for his private advantage, would be laughed to 
seorn. Yet grave claims are set up in favor of a 
number of individuals associated by charter, and 
who enjoy high privileges under their charters, to 
the use of the pablic moncy. Have corporations 
greater rights than individuals? With greatrespect 
for the opinions of others, 1 hold the reverse of this 
position. Ifthe banks have no vesied right to the 
public funds, it certainly is not attacking them to 
withhold from them the possessien of that which 
they have no right to claim. But it is said that the 
refusal to receive their issues and notes in the pay- 
ment of public dues is an assault on their credit. 
The Constitution only recognises the precious me- 
tals as currency; no creditor can be compelled to 
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receive from his debtor any other medium than | 


specie in the liquidation and payment ofa debt. 
The reception of the notes of individuals or -of 
banks in payment is entirely at the option of the 
creditor; and it is never deemed an assault upon 
the credit of an andividual or a bank to refuse their 
notes in the liquidation of a demand. Why should 
the public Treasury be placed in q different position 
Srom all other creditors? and why should the public 
dues be made an exception to all other debts? Credit, 
sound and well regulated credit, is the germ of 
prosperity. Its preservation, in importance, is se- 
cond only to the preservation of the liberties of the 
people. It is best cherished and protected. when 
corporations and individuals confine their opera- 
tions within due bounds, and discharge faithfully 
and promptly their pecuniary aad moral duties. 
Would not integrity and enterprise command the 
same confidence, whether the funds of the nation 
are kept in State banks or in the hands of the offi 
cers of the people? Would a neighbor ceasé to 
trust his neighbor, because the Government did not 
receive bank notes in payment of its dues? Un- 
donbicdly not. Convinced that the just credit of 
banking institutions and individuals cannot be in- 
juriously affected by the continued severance of 
the Treasury Department from the State banks, it 
is believed this objection has its origin in a heated 
and exciled imagination, and not in sober reason. 
The modus operandi, under the bill, will, in my 
judgment, have this effect. In many cases, 
when a Treasury warrant is drawn upon one of 
the branch ‘{reasuries, the holder will deposite it 
for transmission and collection in, or exchange it 
for, the notes of the best and most convenient spe- 
cie-paying bank, by which the bank will effect a 
very desirable object—the circulation of ils own 
notes in exchange fora Treasury warrant, pay-- 
able only in specie. If there should be .a branch 
Treasury in the vicinity of the bank, it will draw 
the specie; or, if remote, the warrant will be sent to 
settle balances, if any be due, at the- commercial | 
points in the vicinity of a branch Treasury. Spe- 
cie-paying banks will thus get hold of many of the 
warrants, which will either answer for exchanges 
in the settlement of balances due distant banks, or 
for the purpose of strengthening their vaults by an 
influx of the precious metals. This process, the 
natural incident of the system, is calculated to re- 
move all cause of alarm from the true friends of the 
State banks, or from the anxious advocates of the 
credit system—-a name which has usurped the 
place of the former appellation of friends of the 
American system. What will constitute the real 
difference between the antagonist systems? In the 
ene case, the public funds are to be loaned out for 


private gain; in the other, they are retained for the 
legttimate use of the Government. In the one,.it will . 
be the interest of a powerful class to swell the re- - 
venne to the highest possible standard: in the other, 
it will be the interest of the whole people that the re- 
venue should be strictly limited, and confined to the 
most economical. expenditure. compatible with the 
public weal. If, at any time, it should suddenly 
and unexpectedly accumulate, its first eflect would 
be to lock up an undue portion of the active capital 
of the country. This would produce a continued 
effort to reduce the revenue, to get clear of the 
Treasury hoards, These operations will rather tend 
to preserve the equilibrium in the monetary sys-, 
tem, as the accumulations in the Treasury will 
check the speculations which have caused it; where- 
as the accumulation of deposites in the banks, to be 
loaned out, will increase, and, for a considerable 
time give new impetus to the injurious excitement. 
Irregularities will accrue in the revenue, indepen- 
dently of any plan for- keeping the public money; - 
but that system is the worst which aggravates these ir- 
regularities most. : 

I am friendly to credit; have no hostility to weil 
regulated State banks; and repudiate, asa clearand 
palpable misrepresentation, that charge so perse- 
veringiy promulgated against the Democratic party 
“hat it desires the destruction of al] banks, and the 
prostration of all credit.” The bil} provides that, 
from and after the 31st December, 1838, one-sixth 
of the revenue is to be collected and paid in the 
legal currency, or in the evidences of debt against 
the United - States, created by law; and increasing | 
iA Amount one-sixth annually, until 1843, when the 
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0 that period, the bills of such banks as now pay 
specie, or as may. think proper to resume specie 
payments, are to be receivable. This, for the time 
being, will held out an inducement to the banks to 
resume; and the change in the kind-of money re- 
ceivable, will be so gradual that it cannot possibly 
produce any sensible . effect upon the banks, or the 
community. Nay, if, on -trial, after one or two 
„years, one-sixth should be found to operate injuri- 
ously to the commerce or the people of the country, 
how readily can the act be reduced, or. the whole 
system, as to the collection in specie only, be 
changed, or modified. While the revenne is daily 
being received, it will as daily be returning into 
circulation in payments to the creditors of the Go- 
vernment, who immediately pay it out to the other 
classes of the community. The pay to officers o 
the Government, for services rendered, constitute 
but a smali item in the expenditures of the nation. 
The sums expended in paying and maintaining the 
Army and the Navy, in erecting fortifications for 
the protection of the country; in extinguishing the 
Indian title to lands; in Indian annuities; in im- 


proving harbors; in pensions to disabled and Revo- ; 


lutionary soldiers; constitutes the great drain on the 
public purse. Who are those creditors and officers 
of the Government? Are they not of the people? The 
Government itself belongs to the people. The reve- 
nue raised, is by and under the authority of the 
people. The money, when received and collected, 
is the property of the people., When paid out and 
disbursed, it gees into the hands of the people. Yet, 
we are gravely told that this bill “establishes one cur- 


rency for the Government, and a different and inferior -i 
The character of creditor - 


currency for the people.” 
and debtor is constantly fluctuating—changeable 
as itis, that of private citizen and officer is yet 
more uncertain. | To-day, an individual may bold 
the most exalted office in the Government, and to- 
morrow be.a private citizen; and so e converso, to- 
day a private citizen, and to-morrow the Governor 
of a State. Yet, in either situation, he is neither more 
nor less than one of the people. 

The Constitution protects every citizen in the 
reception of the legal currency only, in the liquida- 
tion of debts due him. All the branches of this 
Government, united with all the branches of all the 
State Governments, under the Constitution, could 
not make aught but gold and silver a legal tender 
in payment of a demand. The united action of 
the whole could not compel the humblest citizen to 
aceept and take bank nutes in payment of a debt 
due to him. Yet the highest attribute of sove- 
reignty in the Government is to be surrendered, 
and the people, in their aggregate capacity of rulers, 
are to be coerced to receive bank motes in payment of 
their dues. How void of foundation in truth is this 
objection. The act of 1789 provided “that the 
duties and fees to be collected by virtue of this act 
shall be received in gold and silver coin only.” at 
that lime there existed, and were used as currency 
in the business of the country, the bills of credit of 
the several States, and the notes of several State 
banks then in being. This established the Trea- 
sury currency, “in gold und silver only.” The act 
of 1730 pursued the same policy, in similar lan- 
guage. The act of 1791 creating a Bank of the 
United States, extended the Treasury -currency to 
the bills or notes of the said corporation, payadie 
on demand “in gold or silver coin.” The resolu- 
tion of 1816 was the first legislative act recognising 
the reception of the notes of State banks convertible 
at the will of the holder into the precious metals, in 
payment of debts due the Government. From 1789 
up 1816, this polley was not arraigned as creating a 
discrimination between the Government and the people, 
or asan attack upon the credit system, or as an assault 
upon the State banks. These objections, now so 
clamorously urged, are the growth of latter times. 
By the passage of the bill, the Government will 
have the control of its own means and the com- 
mand of the funds in its possession wherewith to 
liquidate its debts in a medium of uniform value, 
instead of the promises to pay of corporations, 
who, ata moment, by suspension, ean render them 
unavailable. It will have a tendency to increase 
the Specie circulation, and retain in the country a 
metallic basis, on which the every day business of 


the small trader, the laborer, and the mechanic, may 


Whole revenue is to be paid in this medium. Up 
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rest with, perfect security, 


Hoof Reps. 
Sofar. as its infiuence 


operates, it will restrain importations, and-in-some 
measure check the spirit of- wild-adventure-and 


‘speculation in foreign: goods, which, has on various 


occasions produced such. deleterious effects on’ the > 
industry of the country. The: restraint upon. im-. 
portation will act a a- stimulant :tosthe domestic - 
manufacturer ; inasmuch as: it will-afford- hima 
certain maiket, and a fair-prige, forthe manufac- 
tured article. The-effect it may. produce:on: the 
currency of the country attaches to. the measure a 
deep and extensive control. The National Govern- 
ment cannot directly interfere..with the issne of 
State banks. Incidentally, ‘in the arrangement for 
the collection, safe-keeping and. disbuisement of 
the revenue, it may produce an effect, calculated 
either to increase their issues, and swell: the-ciren- 
lation of their. paper, or. to restrain them. within 
safer bounds. The ascertainment of ‘the evils-in- 


| flicted upon the community by our paper system 


of currency, and the causes thereof, inevitably 
point to the course of policy demanded by the-best 
interests of the country. These evils consist in its 
instability, aud its sudden tendency to immense-ea- 
pansions and sudden and ruinous contractions.: What- 
ever checks. these tendencies must produce salutary 
effects. Will this bill produce this’ consequence? 
A demand for specie to the amount of the revenue 
and expenditures of the Government, wH be con- 
stantly kept up. This will compel the banks to-be 
more cautious in their issues in the commercial 
cities, and to keep in their vaults a larger quantity 
of specie in proportion to their circulation.: -fheir 
caution will act upon the country banks. This-re+ 
straining influence, so far asit exists, will be salu- 
lary. True it wilt reduce the profits of banks, but 
this is inevitable in any process of reform ‘that 


may. be adopted to purify and renovate the systém. 


The withdrawal of the public’ money. from. the 


mass of capital on which banks discount-and issue 
paper, will do more to restrain the over-issues of 
banks, and produce stability and. uniformity of cur- 
rency, ihan all the oiher provisions of the bill. 
The consequences of this restraint on bank issues 
and circulation, although highly advantageous. to 
the nation, lessons the profits of banking. . Hence 
itis natural to find these who aré deeply interested 
in swelling the dividends and profits of the State 
banks, opposed. to the Independent ‘Treasury plan. 
Their pecuniary interests. influence their padg- 
ment, and control. their actions, This accounts, 
in part, forthe deep ‘and deadly hostility whieh 
has been exhibited towards. the measure. Itis in 
truth a struggle between the holders of stocks and 
the other classes of the community, The former, 
though much less numerous. than the latter, pos- 
sess such powers of combination and unity of ac- 
tion, that they are enabled to hold the eonfliet in 
doubt. Having time at command, they meet, con- 
sult, advise, and actin concert. Possessed of-im- 
mense wealth, they. control a jarge portion of the 
public press. ‘The avenues of information to the 
people, being thus subject to the stock’ interests, 
convey such intelligence as is calculated to ad- 
vance and sustain the policy of those who main- 
tain the press. This admixture of individual-pe- 
cuniary interests into the political confliets of the 
day, has Gnsed them with a bitterness.and person- 
ality, unfavorable to the permanency of our bean- 
tiful and admirable polity. To this is to be trated- 
the increased: licentiousness of the press: to which 
superadd the intense. thirst for office and politi- 
cal power, and you havea key which Jays open 
the causes, and makes bare the motives which- Has 
converted this hall into a eladitorial arena. $ 
The seulement of those financial questions that 
draw into the vortex of political strife all the basi- 
ness of the community, is among the most. desira-- 
ble results that can be anticipated by the passage 
of the bill. It will give peace tothe agitated ele- 
ments and’stormy. passions of party. Men will 
settle down to their business. with the certain-hope 
that industry and enterprise will better their’situas 
tion, Every well regulated Government -shodld 
foster and cherish this desire in the citizen. toad- 
vance bis prosperity as the source of perpetual 
progress in civilization. That desire iransports 
the imagination of man in the fuinte. Se 


‘Spex fovet agricolas 
(ruse sonant ferro sed canit interepys,* 
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REMARKS OF MR. CAMBRELENG, 
' Or New Yorx. 
In the House of Representatives, June, 1838—On the 


bill to modify and repeal certain provisions of || 


the deposite act of June, 1836. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that, 
period of the session, he would have moved to re- 
fer. the bill to the Committee of "Ways and Means. 
He should have preferred adding some of the salu- 
tary provisions of the Sub-Treasury bill, restricting 


-publie officers, prescribing their duties, and pro- 


tecting the revenue by additional guards. But the 
mere proposition of any of the sections of. that bill, 


he was sure, would alarm gentlemen, and ‘produce | 


debate, and there was no time now to hear denun- 
ciations or discuss amendments. Con 

‘He thought ‘the bill ought to be acceptable to 
both sides of the House. The first section -re- 
‘moved the restriction in the act of 1836, on the re- 
ceipt of the notes of banks issuing notes of a Jess 
denomination than’ five dollars ` since, the 4th of 
July; 1836, and placed the banks which had re- 
sumed specie pay ments on a-footing with the Bank 
ef the United States and other banks ‘which had 
‘resisted the resumption. The ‘second section pro- 
posed to repeal the provisions of the same act, 
establishing the State bank deposite system, which 
had been, so far as that system was: concerned, 
reidered mere nullities by the general suspension 
of specie payments; which event brought into ope- 
ration other provisions of that act, the last of 
which placed the publie money in the keeping of 
the Treasurer of the United States,. according to 
the act of 1789. ` 

He was ata loss to discover what part of the 
deposite act of June, 1836, worth struggling for or 
against, remained to produce so much excitement 
on either side. The law. prohibits. the: Secretary 
from. employing -almost every: bank in the Union, 
‘and whether. the State bank-deposite provisions are 


‘repealed or not, the: effect ‘will be essentially the. | 


same. The first section ‘makes it “thé-duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to.select, as soon ás may 
be practicable, and employ as the depositories of 
the money of the United States, such of the banks 
incorporated by the several States, by Congress for 
the District of Columbia, or by the Legislative 
Councils of the respective Territories for those 
Territories, as may be located at, adjacent or con- 
venient to, ‘the points or places at which the reve- 
nues.may be collected. or disbursed,” etc. 

: The. banks then employed were to be continued 
as depositdries.. Once employed, the Secretary was 
not authorized to discontinue them as depositories, 
‘or to withdraw the public money from their keep- 
ing, unless, as is provided for in the eighth section, 
stany one of said banks shall fail or refuse to per- 
form any of said duties as prescribed by this act, 
‘and stipulated to be performed by its contract; or 
if any of said banks-shall.at any time refuse to pay its 
own-notes in specie if demanded; or shall fail to keep 
in its vaults such an amoust of specie. as shall be 
required by the Secretary ‘of the Treasury, and 
shall be, iñ his opinion, necessary to rénder the said 
bank a safe depository of the public moneys, hav- 
ing due regard to the nature of the business trans- 
acted by the bank.” - i : 

This case unexpectedly occurred in May, 1837, 
and this section further and expressly provides that 
“in any and every such case, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to discontinue any such 
bank as a depository, and withdraw from it the public 
moneys which it may hold on, deposite at the time 
of such discontinuance. .And in case of the dis- 
continuance of any of said banks, it shall bethe 
duty of, the Secretary of the Treasury to report to 


Congress immediately, if in session, and if not in 


session, then at the commencement of its. next ses- 
sion, the facts and reasons which have induced 
such discontinuance.” f 

The late deposite banks have forfeited their right 
to be employed as depositories of the public money. 
"She Secretary has discontinued them as such, and, 
in September last, reported to Congress. His autho- 
yity under this act, as it respects these banks, is 
exhausted, The power has returned to the source 


at an. earlier 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 


Public Finances—Mr,. Cambreleng. 


from whence it was derived—the Congréss of the 


- United States; and it now rests with that branch ~ 


of the Government to determine what measures, if 
any at all, shall be adopted in regard to them. 
There is no provision whatever in the Deposite act 
of 1836; which authorizes “the Secretary of the 


“Treasury to employ again any such bank, under that 
act, as a depository of the public money. Its re- ` 


peal cannot, therefore, in any manner affect the late 
deposite- banks. Í : 


Far from being authorized to employ, ‘under 


this act, these banks, the same section provides 
that, “in case of the discontinuance of any of said 
banks as a place of deposife of the. public money 
for any of the causes hereinbefore provided, i shall 


be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to deposite 


the money thus withdrawn in some other bank of de- 
posite already selected, or to select some other bank as a 
place of deposite, upon the terms and conditions pre- 
seribed by this act.” 
this country rendered this provision a nullity. The 
Secretary found it impracticable to execute the law 
and place the money in other banks of deposite; for- 


- the fifth section of the same act expressly prohibited 


him from selecting or continuing any bank “‘as a 


‘place of deposite of the public money which shall 


not redeem its notes and bills, oa demand, in specie,” 
or “which Shall, after the 4th of July, in the year one 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, tssue-or pay out - 


any note or Vill of a less denomination than: five dol- 
lars.” í 

These two provisions excluded every bank in the 
United States from Canada to Texas, or the At- 
lantic and Gulf of Mexico, and especially at all 
the great points where our revenue was collected. 
A bank or two in the interior, and a few savings 
banks, may have escaped the prohibition. It would, 
however, be difficult to find in any State in the 
Union any bank, though it may not have suspend- 
ed specie payments, issued notes or bills under five 
dollars, or may not have been a bank of issue at 
all, which did not “ pay out” during the suspen- 
sion, the notes or bills of other banks or corpora- 
tions of.a.less denomination than five dollars. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is corisequently, by these 


restrictions, prohibited from employing almost- 


every bank in the Union, and it is not easy to per- 
ceive what interest they have’ in resisting the pro- 
posed repeal of the deposite act of 1836. 
But, sir; I have now to refer to another, and. by 
far -the most important, provision of the act of 
1836,-especially as it regards the power of the Se- 
cretary of the.Treasury over the public money, and 
the employment hereafter of any bank not already 
employed under the provisions of that act. Under 
the provisions. already referred to, the Secretary 
was authorized to select deposite banks, to dis- 
continue-them, to report to Congress his reasons 
for such discontinuance, and to place the public 
money in other-banks. These duties have all been 
discharged exccpt the last, and that was wholly 
impracticable. Here the power of the Secretary 
of the Treasury under the act’ of June, 1836, was 
exhausted. Another provision, being the last 


. clause of the eighth and same section, took effect, 


and transferred the keeping of the public money to 
the Treasurer of the United Staies in the following 
words: $ 
_ “In default of any bank to receive such depoeite, 
the money thus withdrawn shall be kept by the Trea- 
surer of the United States according to the laws now 
in force, and shall be subject to be disbursed according 
to law.” i - í 

This provision of the «act of 1836 has been 
executed; the public money is in the custody 
of the Treasurer “according to the laws now 
in force,” and is “disbursed according to law.” 
Such is the end of the deposite act of 1836, so 
far as it regards the power of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to employ State banks, under that act, 
as depositories of the public money. The act of 
1789, the foundation of the Sub-Treasury system of 
collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public reve- 
nue, is revived and confirmed by the act of 1836; 
and until Congress repeals that provision, and the 
act of-1789, they must remain the law of the land. 
The power of the Secretary of the Treasury relates 
to the “collection,” not to the ‘ keeping,” of the 
public money, which is given, by the act of 1789, 


The condition of the banks of - 


ASI 
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yo the. Treasurer. . That ‘act “became the law in 
1837, when the provision referred to took effect; 
and the Seeretary has no power to set it aside. He 


cannot, by- mere construction, undo what has been 


done according to law, and take. the public money 
‘from the keeping of the Treasurer of the United 
States, deposite it with banks, and revive the State 
bank deposite system: This power now rests ex- 
clusively with Congress. If banks are hereafter 
to be employed for any purpose, the authority must 
‘be. found in the several powers given under acts 
which were in force prior to the existence’ of the de- 
posite law of 1836. ‘This is, and must remain, the 
law of the landi and no “lamentations here or else- 
where,” to excite alarms for party purposes, can 
change it. It depends upon no veto, nor in any 
manner upon the will of the President or of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. They are bound to ex- 
ecute the law, and dare not disobey it. The Sub- 
Treasury, or the collection, keeping, ang disburse- 


‘ment of the public money by our own officers, 


must continue, till our existing laws are modified 
or.repealed. te : PP 

What prospectis there of any modification of our 
financial laws—of onr concurrence in any new’ 
plan for collecting, keeping, and disbursing the 
public revenue? None, sir. The two Ifouses are 
at variance, and a majority even here cannot agree 
on any plan whatever. “The National Bank, State 
bank, and speeial deposite systems have been each 
and all rejected. The Sab-Treasury is undoubtedly 
the strongest measuré here and abroad. Whenever 
and wherever an issue may be made between that 
and any one of the various plans proposed, it will 
be ultimately triumphant. There. is, however, but 
one issue between parties, and that is, whether we 
shall employ agents who hold their offices under 
the authority of, and are responsible to, the people; 
or others, responsible alone to stockholders from 
whom they derive their appointments; whether our 
public money shall be devoted to public use, or 
surrendered to banks to add to their profits and em- 
barrass trade. The issue is now, as it has been, 
and will be, whether we shall confide in a Govern- 
ment of our own choice, or submit the administra- 
tion of our affairs to the dominion of a National 
Bank. 

‘Until this great issue- is decided, we must have 
some system; and as {we cannot concur in the prin 
ciples or détails of any other plan, we must submit 
to the laws as they are. By the failure ‘of the 
State bank deposite system, and the nullification of 
that law, we have returned to the constitutional 
point from whence we started; and all that is now 
required, are judicious laws for regulating the duties 
of our public officers, and more perfectly guarding 
our revenue. Whether the deposite portion of the 
act of 1836 be or be nét repealed, is not material. 
The only important provision now in existence, 
and which has superseded the others, is the last 
clause of the 8th section of the act, which puts 
aside banks as the keepers aud disbursers ct the 
public money; and, dropping all future intervention 
of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury under that act, ex- 
pressly directs that the public money “shall be kept 
by the Treasurer of the United States according to 
the laws now [then] in force, and shall be subject 
to be disbursed according io law.” If the ‘ 
sections were repealed, the revenue would be ¢ 
lected, kept, and disbursed “according to the 
in force” prior to the passage of the deposite act; 
and if they are not repealed, the same laws are in 
operation. i 

The act of 1836 clothes the Secretary of 
Treasury with no authority to revive the syste 
then proposed. His powers are prescribed in the 
act; he has discharged his duties under it, and ex- 
hausted his authority. He cannot revoke the last 
condition of that act, nor can he revive its provi- 
sions without new and express authority from Con- 
gress. If these provisions are not superseded and 
extinguished, that officer would at this moment 
possess extraordinary powers. By the first section 
of the act, it is made the duty of the Secretary to 
select banks ‘adjacent or convenient to the points 
or places at which the revenues may be collected 
or disbursed; and in those States, Territories or 
Distriets in which there are no banks, of in whiel 
no bank can be employed as a deposite bank, aud 
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within which the public collections c1 disburse- 
ments require a depository, the said Seerelary may 
make arrangements with a bank or banksin some other 
State, Territory or District, to establish an agency or 
agencies, in the States, Territories or Districts so desti- 
tute of hanks, as banks of depcsite; and to receive 
through such agency such deposites of the public money 
as may be directed to be made at the points desig- 
nated, and to make such disbursements as the public 
service may require at those points. 

What would have been the operation of this sec- 
tion but for the last clause of the eighth section? or 
what would it be if the Secretary could now revive 
the act? It is said thal a few banks, among others 
the Bank of Missouri and the Bank of Wheeling, 
have not violated the provisions of that act, though 
I doubt whether they have not “paid out” the bills 
or notes of other banks or corporations of a less 
denomination than five dollars. But, suppose 
either of these banks had not, under such a con- 
struction, it woald have been, and would still be, 
the Secretary’s duty to make arrangements with the 
Bank of Wheeling, or of Missouri, to establish 
agencies throughout the Union to receive and dis- 
burse the public money. If such be the true con- 
struction of the act, it would be his duty to make 
arrangements with some one of the new free trade 
banks in New York to establish agencies in almost 
every State of the Union. Butsuch is not the law. 
The case provided for in the act of 1836 has occur- 
red. Deposite banks coming within all the provi- 
sions of that act were not to be found, and the pub- 
lic money has gone, according to the last and ex- 
press condition of that act, into the custody of the 

reasurer of the United States. It cannot be drawn 
from the depositories, created under the act of 1789, 
to be placed in banks, under the deposite act of 
1836; the former having superseded the latter in all 
the collection districts throughout the Union, with 
very few exceptions. Until the law is changed, 
the deposites must be made under the authority of 
“the laws in force” prior to the existence of the act 
of June, 1836, 

So far, then, as it regards the question of re- 
viving a State bank deposite system, it is not very 
material whether the first twelve sections of the act 
of 1836 be repealed or not. With the exception 
of a very few districts, where little revenue is col- 
lected, the depositories are all established under the 
laws in furce prior to the act of 1836; and if the 
remnant of that act were repealed, we should have, 
as we ought, one system for the whole Union. 

The first section of the bill is more important. 
It removes the restriction on the receipt of the 
notes of banks which have, since the 4th of July, 
1836, issued notes of a less denomination than five 
dollars. There is, under existing circumstances, 
an obvieus propriety in removing the discrimi- 
nation which now exists. 

The notes of banks which have zealously labored 
to resume specie payments, cannot be received 
in payment of public dues, while those of the Bank 
of the United States and of other banks, which 
have uniformly resisted. the resumption, would be 
received. Whatever opinion may be entertained 
of the receipt of bank notes of any denomination, 
all such discrimination should, for the present, be 
removed. We can agree on this point, if we can- 
not concur in any judicious financial plan. The 
next most important measure for the public is an 
adjournment. When this session ceases, we shall 
not be disturbed by ridiculous alarms about the 
Sub-Treasury, spread abroad by those who never 
read a section of the bill, It is now in operation, 
and the longer we try it the better shall we appre- 
crate its simplicity and economy. No other sys- 
tem can relieve trade from an embarrassing con- 


nection with Government, and render our Treasury 
independent of banks. 
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REMARKS OF MR. ATHERTON, 
Or New HAMPSHIRE, 

In the House of Representatives, June, 1838—On the 

bill making appropriations for the continuance of 


the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Tn- 
diana, and Illinois. 


Mr. ATHERTON said he would detain the 
House but a few moments. The gentleman from 
Kentucky who reported the bill [Mr. Pore] had 


several times, in his remarks, referred to the bill as - 


coming from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
So far as this circumstance would indicate that a 
majority of the members of that committee ap- 
proved of the principles of the bill, it might lead 
to an erroneous conclusion. It was his impression 
that a majority of the members of the committee 
were not favorably disposed to the bill, and that 
they had merely suffered it to be reported because 
it referred to a subject in which many members of 
the House felt much interest, and which was pro- 
per for the consideration and decision of the House, 
and which they would hardly expect the commit- 
tee to retain from them, or to reject. 
he could speak for himself, and say that such were 
the views by which he had been governed, if he 
had voted to report the biil; for he was decidedly 
opposed to its passage. 

He considered the system of internal improve- 
ment by the General Government as intimately 
connected with a high protecting tariff, as it is 
called; for when such a system is undertaken, what 
limit can be fixed to the expenditures to be made in 
pursuance of it?—what limit to the revenue to be 
raised for the purpose of being wastefully lavished 
in those expenditures? 

Notwithstanding the ingenuity and ability mani- 
fested by those who have supported the bill, he had 
listened in vain for arguments to show that the sys- 
tem which the bil] proposed to continue was either 
just and expedient, or constitutional. Sir, what has 
been the main argument relied upon to prove to us 
that we ought to pass this bill? Why, that. the Go- 
vernment is bound by the obligation of a contract 
to do this, and that not to do it would be a breach 
of faith. This consideration was most strenuously 
urged by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Ew- 
ING,] and was also touched upon by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Pops.} 

‘When he heard gentlemen of acknowledged 
ability rely mainly for the support of a measure on 
an argument atterly and entirely destitute of any 
foundation—an argument which had long since 
been abandoned by the leading advocates of the 
measure, he was induced, at once, to cenclude that 
reasons, with them, were not as “plenty as black- 
berries,” and that the measure was, by this very 
circumstance, rendered liable to just suspicion. 
And he must say that it was with some surprise 
that, at this time, he heard this pretended obligation 
brought forward gravely to the notice of the House, 
and the House told they were bound, “by con- 
tract,” to continue this system. Sir, the person who 
may be considered the founder of this system of 
internal improvements, or, who, if not its founder, 
has certainly been, and is still, its most distinguish- 


ed advocate—the individual who has carried his 4 


doctrines in favor both of the constitutionality and 
expediency of the system toa greater extent, per- 
haps, than any other statesman in the country, the 
champion of the “American system,” so called, has, 


long ago, dismissed this argument as unjastifiable ' 


and untenable. He has abandoned this position. 
He has rebuked and repudiated this pretence as 
having no foundation. To shew this, he [Mr. A.] 
wotld trouble the House by reading a passage or 
two from the Register of Debates, j 

In the debate on the bill “for the continuation 
and repair of the Cumberland road, in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana and Missouri,” which took place in 
the Senate of the United States, in the year 1535, 
Mr. Ewrne of Ohio, an advocate of the bill, said: 

“That the Senator from South Carolina seemed te have for- 
gotten the origin of the appropriation, and had overlooked 
what was in justice due to onc of the States of the Union. H 
must be recollected that, when Ohio was admitted into the 
Union, and her constitution was formed, there was inserted in 
ita clause appropriating two per cent. of the produce of the 
sales of the public Jands, within her limits, for the making of 
roads leading to the State; and Ohio, in consideration of this 


provision, agreed not-to tax the lands belonging to the United 
States for five years.” 


Mr. Cray of Kentucky, also an advocate of the 
bill, in the course of his remarks on the subject 
used the following language: ‘ 
_ Now he did not coneur with the gentleman 
[Mr. Ewie] that Ohio could, as a matter of strict 
Tight, demand of the Government to Keep this road 
in repair; and why so? Because, by the terms of 


At any rate ` 


the compact under the operation of which the road 
was made, there was a restricted and defined fand 
set apart, in order fo accomplish: that’ öbject; atid 
THAT POND MEASURED THE OBLIGATION OF THE GO- 
VERNMENT. It had been, however, LONG SINCE EX- 
HAUsTED. There was NO OBLicaTion’ then on the 
part of the Government to keep the road in res 

air.” : 
_ He (Mr. A.) would, then, repeat his surprise 
that an argument so untenable, and which ‘has thus 
been repudiated by the champion of the- internal 
improvement system, should be now brought for- 
ward and urged in favor of that system, and his 
conviction that the friends of the system must be 
hard pressed for arguments. ey f 

He agreed with the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Camesett,] that it was a matter of con- 
gřatulation that the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. UnperwooD,] formerly a friend of the system 
of internal improvement, and, even now, believing 
in its constitutionality, should have come out 
frankly and openly against its continuance. The 
gentleman from Kentucky acknowledges that he 
has. become convinced that the system is partial in 
its operation, and: properly says that he wishes to 
treat all sections alike; and if, any system is to be 
adopted, he calls for a system of equal justice. ~ Sir, 
these-arguments have again and again been arged 
against the adoption and the continuance’ of ‘this 
system, and he was happy to know: that some-of 
those formerly its friends, have become convinced 
of their truth. The gen/leman from Kentucky also 
says, that, to stop this system, cuts off. patronage 
from the General Government, and throws it into 
hands that can exercise it better; and that: ex- 
penditures thus carried on are wasteful and 
extravagant, compared with the execttion of pro- 
jects carried on by States or prompted by indivi- 
dual interest. ‘This is. most true. These argt- 
ments he (Mr. A.) remembered to have seen stated 
in what he eonsidered a most unanswerabie speech, 
delivered on this flcor many years since by a dis- 
tinguished representative from Virginia, now on 
the bench of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. He was happy that the force of these ar- 
gumenis was now admitted, and that the lessons of 
experience had caused the abandonment of. this 
odious and unjust system by some ef those who had 
honestly heretofore supported it. vet eg 

The argument that there is any obligation result 
ing from a compact binding us to pass this bill, is 
shown to be utterly futile. The system of internal 
improvements recognised in the bill is admitted by 
its former friends and supporters to be unequal, 
partial, and unjust. Why, then, he would ask, 
shall this system of inequality, partiality, and injus- - 
tice, be continued? What excuse can be imagined 
for its continuance? . What reavon can we give to 
our own consciences, or to our constituents, “for 
passing this bill appropriating nearly half a million 
of dollars, and more especially at the present time? 
Are we about to lavish hundreds of thousands ‘on 
this unjust and unequal system, because our Trea- 
sury is full to overflowing? No, sir, The time 
has passed when those in favor of a strict construc. 
tion of the Constitution need strain a point. for: the - 
purpose of getting rid of an accumulating revenne, 
which they fear may jead to the dangerous princi- 
ple of distribution. The present is the time ‘for 
stopping this vast and wasteful expenditure on this 
unjust system. If any excuse were needed. for 
such a determination, the present situation of the 
country would fully afford it. Not only se: it de. 
mands so imperatively such a result as to leave na 
excuse for a contrary determination. i 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Ewixe} had 
cautioned the gentleman from Kentucky not te 
“rob other States.” Mr. A. did not conceive that 
the rejection of this bill would be to reb the State 
cf Indiana or any other State; but he did think that 
to pass the bill wenld approach much nearer. to 
such aconsummation. ‘To earry on such a system 
is to tax one State for the benefit of another. -Itis 
to “rob” one section of the Union for the benefit of 
another. : 

The gentleman from Indiana bas further said 
that this system is neeessary for the purpose. of 
cementing together our Union. ey 


Mr. A. believed the best method of cementing 
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the Union, was for the General Government to 
keep itself within its constitutional sphere, and not 
to exercise powers which did not belong to it, in 
pursuing apartial and oppressive system, the effect, 
if not the object of which is to build up one section 
of the Union at the expense of another. For, he 
must say, he viewed this system pf internal im- 
provements by the General Government as not 


only oppressive and partial, but. as unconstitution- * 


al also, Its injustice and unequal operation, when 
attempted to be carried out, would go far to con- 
vince him that the wise men who framed the Con- 
stitution, never intended to confer such a poweron 
the Federal Government, unless, indeed, the clause 
of the Constitution can be pointed out, which ex- 
piicitly and unequivocally. confers it. Not only 
does experience show the injustice of such a system, 
but it would seem to him, titat from the beginning, 
it must have been foreseen by those who consider- 
ed the subject, that such a system could result in 
nothing else than injustice. It would have given 


him great satisfaction, if gentlemen who adyo- . 


cate the bill, instead of referring to’ the names who 
have. sustained or bave seemed to sustain this-sys- 
tem, to prove its constitutionality had pointed. to 
the clause in the Constitution where the power. is 
conferred. ` It can surely do no harm to go to the 
Constitution itself; for “a frequent: recurrence to 
fundamental principles,” is necessary” as a safe- 
goard fo our liberties, and to prevent tle Constitu- 
tion itself from being overwhelmed by glosses and 
cons:ructions, and the opinions of chose who not only 
were not its framers, but who have no senti- 
ments in common with those distisguisied patriots. 
The consequences to which the possesion of this’ 
power by the General Government must lead go 
very far to show how cautious we should be about 
hastily admitting its existence. Mr. Monroe’s 
name had been mentioned as among those in favor 
of the exercise of this power. Mr. A. believed it 
was in 1822; that Mr. Monroe ‘returned with -his 
yeto a bill; establishing toll-houses and. toll-gates 
on the Cumberland road, on the principle, that if 
Congress possess the power to enter a Slate, inter- 
fere in their domestic concerns, to erect toll-gates 
upon their roads, to establish a system of police 
over them, and inflict penalties for its violations, 
and create tribunals, before which such offences 
might be tried, every barrier between Federal and 
State authority would be at once be prostrated; and 
so far as entire jurisdiction over the. post roads of 
the country, for jhe purpose of levying tolls to 
keep them in repair, could extend, that this princi- 
ple would lead to perféct consolidation. Yet the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky, to whom ke had 
alluded,.contended, certainly with great plausibility, 
that the power to make the road admitted, the. rest all 
followed as incidental to it, and as a necessary 
consequence. And he [Mr. A.] would again say, 
that it would give him great pleasure if the advo- 
cates of this power would point out that particular 
clause in the Constitution, from whence they de- 
dice it. ; , : 
` The people of the State he had the honor, in 
part, to represent, as long ago as 1822, had thought 
this subject of so much Importance that they ex- 
pressed, through their Legislature, by a most de- 
cided majority, their utter disapproval of the system 
of internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment, both on account of its unconstitutionality 
and its inexpediency. They have ever been uni- 
form ia this opinion. They feel and know its in- 
justice and, inequality and oppressiveness. They 
have made their own roads, unaided by the. Gene- 
ral Government; they are willing to doit. Why, 
then, shall they be taxed to make roads in the 
flourishing, fertile, and rich States of the Wesi? 
Sir, itis monstrous and wicked injustice. Let. it 
not be thought that the opposition of his constitu- 
ents to this system arose from. any hostile feeling 
towards the Western States.. Far from this. No 
longer ago than the last year they instructed their Se- 
pators, and requested their Representatives, in Con- 
gress to uve their exertions to procure “such gradu- 
ation of the prices and limitation of the sales of the 
publie lands as will best promote the settlement 
and actual occupancy of thesame.” Their soil 
js not like that of the fertile and luxuriant West; 
but it requires the utmost exertions of the industri- 


l 


ous and hardy population which covers it, to sub- 
due and cultivate it, thus-serving to promote both 
their moral and physical energies. By those ener- 
gies and unceasing industry, they are enabled to 
provide for themselves the necessaries and even the 
luxuries of life, and to spread over their borders as 
uniform competence and content as prevailin any 
portion of our favored land. They are actuated 
by the strongest feelings of attachment towards the 
inhabitants of the Western States, who, on account 
of the continued stream ‘of. emigration which has 
poured thitherward from New England, may ‘lite- 
rally be called their brethren. But justice to them- 
selves requires that they should protest against any 
farther continuance of this system, so fraught with 
evil and injustice. a 
He would, in conclusion, ask that the Cler 


might read certain resolutions adopted by the. Le- 


sislatare of New Hampshire, Jan. 30, 1837, which 
expressed the views of his constituents on this 
subject. 


REMARKS OF MR. CHAPMAN, 
<a Or ALABAMA, ; 
In the House of Representatives, May 30, 1838—In 

- Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, on the bill making appropriations for the 

Suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, ex- 

ecuting the late treaty with the Cherokees, and 

the removal of that tribe west of the Missis- 

SIppL. 

h Ir CHAPMAN addressed the committee as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Chairman: it was not my intention origi- 
nally to participate in the debate on the question 
now before the committee; but since remarks which 
I conceive to be of a most extraordinary character, 
have fallen from some of the gentlemen who have 
preceded -me, it would seem to be my bounden duty 
to make a few observations upon this subject. Be- 
sides, the whole of the Cherokee country ia the 
State of Alabama, is embraced in my immediate 
district, and forms a large portion of its territory, 
No other member from my own State is so deeply 
interested as myself; and perhaps the constituents 
of no gentleman from either of the other States im- 
mediately concerned, are so extensively involved in 
interestasmy own. I trust, therefore, my peculiar 
position will be a sufficient apology for asking the 
attention of the committee, if but for a few mo- 
ments. 

Tam not in the habit of indulging in the debates 
in this House; for I found, very early after I had 
the honor of a seat here, how little was effected by 
the speeches made on this floor, notwithstanding 
much time was spent in their delivery. 

I am aware, however, that many of my constitu- 
ents blame me for not more frequently taking part 
in the discussions; still, with a view of saving the 
time of Cengress, I forbear, even when. strongly 
provoked, so fully am I convinced of the total in- 
efficiency of these efforts. 

_ I could heartily wish that the people knew these 
things as well as.I do myself. Then, I am sure, 
instead of rewarding those who consume the time 
of the House, and squander the public money, by 
long and fruitless. harangues, they would select 
others: who would talk less and think more. 

I never speak, sir, for home consumption; and 
yet, on looking around at those empty seats, I am 
admonished that unless I do that it will be of tittle 
or no use to speak at all; for there are but very 
few present to hear me. Of this, however, I do 
not complain, as did the member from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Naycor,J who immediately preceded me, 
and whose views on the question now before us 
differ so materially from my own. 

That gentleman rose to address the committee 
evidently under feelings of powerful excitement. 
He had a studied eulogy to pronounce on his cele- 
brated champion, John Ross, and, in his own ex- 
alted imagination of his powers of oratory, a most 
withering denunciation of all who disagreed with 
him in opinion of that individual, or in the wild, 
enthusiastic, and fanatical notions he had con- 
ceived, and has just psured forth here with so much 
vannting. When he got up, he flattered himself 


H. of Reps. 
that this was the fit occasion, this the very day, 
hwen immortal honors and glory would await him, 
and crown his success; but after he looked around 
on this floor, and gazed with an earnest stare at the 
galleries above, as one about to “eut fantastic 
capers before high Heaven,” and seeing few to wit- 
ness his grand display, in rage he cries, “I am 
mad!” . Again he struggles in these loud and bois 
terous strains, asifhe designed to reach a distant ear, 

or bring even “spirits from the vasty deep.” He 
calls for-all to come! They heed him not, and he 

still says, “Iam mad!” With such enthusiasm, in 

a manner so frantic, displayed un an occasion when 

sober reason ought to have been predominant, ac- 

companied, tov, by such a declaration so often re- 

peated, I almost resolved that it would be improper 

to notice or comment on any thing that fell from 

one ina statė of mind so perfectly irresponsible; 

nor Shall I, at least to the extent 1 well might do, 

bat will suppress much of what had eccurred to me 

by way of retort. 

That gentleman stated in the outset, that he had 
carefully read and examined the volume of docu- 
mentary papers relating to the Cherokee affair, 
containig more than 1,000 pages, and found not 
one insinuation against John Ross; and before he . 
concluded his speech, read a letter, {he might 
have found many,] directly contradicting the asser- 
tion heset out with.. Now, sir, E did not rise to 
investigate the character of Ross; for Ido not perceive 
what bearing it has on the present inquiry; but 
without: pretending that I have been as industrious 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania, to read this 
entire volume, yet I have seen enough in it to con- 
vince me, that the subject of his extravagant eulo- 
gy, in his intercourse with this Government, has 
acted with great duplicity; and with a view to ad- 
vance his own interest, at the sacrifice of the Che- 
rokee nation. ; 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, in his zeal 
for the Cherokees, seems to have been so far car- 
ried away by hissympathies, as to forget altogether 
that he is a citizen of the United States; but turns 
a deaf ear to the cries of his own fellow-citizens. 
He comments with great severity, on the con- 
duct of two. individuals, who had acted as at- 
torneys for the Cherokees, for having aided in bring- 
ing about the late‘treaty; charging it as a violation 
of their trust, anda breach of their professional en- 
gagement. He looks to-one side of the case only, 
and has shown himself to-day truly an advocate of 
the. Cherokees, instead of a cool and reflecting le- 
gislator. When the heart-rending tale is related to 
him of his slaughtered countrymen by savage cru- 
elty—when the bloody scene of Indian butchery— 
the work of the tomahawk and scalping-knife, is 
exhibited to his-view—when he sees the torch ap- 
plied to the houses of his own fellow-citizens, by 
savage hands, in the still hour of midnight, and de- 
fenceless and innocent women and children, while 
attempting to escape, massacred by the light of 
their burning habitations—-he heeds not, but says: 
“I am engaged as the advocate of their oppressors, 
and will afford no relief.” Great God! is this the 
language of an American statesman? Does the 
fate of this nation depend on such counsellors? 
Have the sons of our gallant fathers, who fought 
to establish this Government on principles of equal 
rights, and which has for more than half a century 
moved on prosperously, so degenerated in patrict- 
ism? I trust the gentleman will, now that he has 
blown off his steam and become cool, reconsider 
his rash determination. I leave him, therefore, to 
pursue his own sober and dispassionate reflections. 

I pleaded my excuse for trespassing on the time 
of the committee, because of the deep interest my 
constituents have in. the subject now under con- 
sideration. That interest is involved only so far as 
the bill and proposed amendments provide for ap 
prop iations to suppress hostilities in the Cherokee 
country, and for removing that tribe west of the 
Mississippi, in conformity with the treaty of De- 
cember, 1835. 

These appropriations are opposed by gentlemen, 
as they allege, on the grounds that no treaty has in 
fact been made, and that the instrument purporting 


- to be a treaty is not binding on the Cherokees, and 


ought not te be enforced. 
I propose to examine this subject, by considering, 


renamen erent 
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first, the rights and obligations created by the treaty 
as we find it now; secondly, the circumstances un- 
cer which it was made; and, thirdly, the rights and 
duties of this Government towards the Indians in 
tne absence of treaties, in carrying out the policy, 
designed to be, aS it evidently is, beneficial to them 
as well as to the United States, by removing the 
tribes West, beyond the limits of the said States. — 
"The treaty-making power in this country 1s 
vested in the President and Senate, and, as a 
ster security that they shall be made only after 
eat caution and deliberation, the concurrence of 
st two-thirds of that body is required by the 
tion. When thus made they become, in 
phauc language of that instrument, “the 
è No State has power to 


President and Senate. 
ss may refuse to make an appropriation, if an 

opriation be necessary to fulfil the obligations 
created by a treaty; but this does not affect the 
binding force of it, or destroy rights created under 
it, if constitutionally made; for, since the States 
and the people are bound by a treaty made in the 
manner prescribed by the Constitution, it follows 
that all the rights they acquire by it are absolutely 
vested, and cannot be defeated by any act of this 
Government, or its omission to perform the duties 
required by the treaty. Indeed, the States not 
only have the constitutional power to maintain 
their rights thus acquired by such means as may 
be necessary, but it becomes their duty to protect 
their citizens in the rights they have under such 
treaty. 

In the present case a treaty was made with the 
Cherokees, approved by the President, and ratified 
by more than two-thirds of the Senate, at that 
time consisting of a majority of members op- 
posed to the Administration. By the provisions 
of the treaty, five millions of dollars were stipula- 
ied to be paid by the United States to that tribe, 
for their couniry, and, consequently, an appropri- 
auon for that purpose became necessary. By an 
act of the last Congress, this appropriation, toge- 
ther with the amount required for the expenses at- 
tending the negotiation, was made by a vote of 
more than three-fourths of the House of Representa- 
tives; and a considerable proportion has been paid, 
in conformity with the terms of the treaty. By a 
compact between the United States and Georgia, as 
soon as the Cherokee title to the lands within the 
limits of that State was extinguished, by a treaty 
made in the constitutional mode, it became imme- 
diately vested in Georgia. Accordingly, she has 
pareeiled out the lands among her citizens, and 
made them titles thereto, with an assurance of 
possession on the 23d of May, the time stipulated 
by the treaty that the Indians should have been re- 
moved. The Cherokees having failed, on their 
part, to execute the treaty, but still ccntinuing in 
possession of the country ceded away, it becomes 
necessary for the United States, in compliance with 
their obligations. under the treaty, towards the 
States concerned, to carry it out in good faith; 
and to do this, the appropriation proposed by the 
bill under consideration is asked. 

From this brief statement of the facts of this case, 
it would seem difficult to ascertain how a question 
could possibly arise as to the propriety of granting 
the sum required; still we find gentleinén here who 
Go oppose the appropriation, and assert that there 
is no obligation on the part of this Government to 
execute the treaty. They say, also, as I have be- 
iore remarked, that the treaty was fraudulent and 
yoid—not binding on the Cherokees, or the United 
States, and of course conveyed no rights to the 
States concerned, or the people of those States. I 
might inquire where these gentlemen find the power 
for this House to supervise an act done by the 
President and Senate, (who are, by’ the Constitu- 
tion, invested with the authority of doing it,) for 
the parpose of declaring the act void? We all 
know that if the corruptions charged in making 
this treaty, really existed, this House has the con- 
stitational power of instituting proceedings to pun- 
ish those who have been guilty; but still the act re- 
mains in force. I might, indeed, admit all that to 
be true, which gentlemen say, as to the manner of 


making this treaty, and yet defy them to show how 
this House can avoid the obligations under it, or 
refuse to the States and the people concerned, the 
vested rights they have acquired. The States and 
the people have yielded up certain powers to the 
General Government, and obliged themselves to 
submit to all obligations created by the exercise of 
those constitutional powers. The States have no 
intercourse, as such, with foreign states or Indian 
tribes. Can it be said, then, that when a solemn 
wreaty has been constitutionally made, involving 
them in certainduties, from which they cannot es- 
cape, but must strictly observe, that the corres- 
ponding rights they have acquired shall not be re- 
spected? It seems to me that gentlemen overlook 
the main questions involved in this inquiry. They 
forget that States, and citizens of those States, are 
concerned in this matter. It has been insisted that 
this treaty ought to be abandoned by this .Govern- 
ment; and, further, that if any attempt should be 
made by the States interested to protect their citi- 
zens in the possession of the lands in the Cherokee 
country, against the power of the United States, it 
will be nullification. Gentlemen have attempted 
to draw a distinction between nullification in theo- 
ry, and nullification in practice, and call it practi- 
cal nullification to resist the power of this Govern- 
ment, when attempted to be exercised in the case 
supposed. I, Mr. Chairman, have always repu- 
diated the doctrine of nullification, as J have un- 
derstood it. 1 have considered myself, and have 
been considered by all who have known my course, 
a Union man, devotedly attached to the union of 
the States, and ready to submit to the authority of 
the General Government even in doubtful ques- 
tions of constitutional power; yet, I must tell these 
gentlemen and the country, that according to the 
definition they have given of practical nullification, 
I am a practical Nullifier. For one, 1 am ready 
to resist any attempt on the part of this Govern- 
ment to drive the citizens from the country ac- 
quired from the Cherokees by a treaty, made ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Constitution. I 
repeat, what has been often said, that we cannot 
go beyond or behind the treaty; to do so, would 
lead to endless difficulties and uncertainties. 

The power of this Government to make thetreaty 
of 1803 with France, by which we acquired Louis- 
jana and all the territory then west of the Missis- 
sippi river, was doubted; the exercise of a similar 
power now in relation to the proposed annexation 
of Texas, is, by many gentlemen from a certain 
quarter of this Union, positively denied—would it 
be contended by any one, thatin a question of | 
right, growing out of the treaty with France, (when | 
made in the courts or in Congress,) the constitu- | 
tional power to make that treaty. could be in- 
quired into at this day? And yet, the objections 
now made against the Cherokee treaty are of the 
same character. Ina claim for land arising under 
the treaty with France or Spain, (by which much 
of our territory was acquired,) brought before Con- 
gress for confirmation, as well might the question 
be made, whether these treaties were constitution- 
ally entered into, or whether fraud was not com- 
mitted in the negouations, as to go into an in- 
quiry now, in relation to the manner of making” 
the late treaty with the Cherokees, after it has re- 
ceived all the sanctions required by the Constitu- 
tion. 

Having, as I conceive, shown that we cannot go 
beyond the treaty; that it is, according to the Con- 
stitution, the supreme law of the land, binding on 
all parties, and absolute, so far as rights have been 
acquired under it, it would, for all the purposes of 
this inquiry, be needless to examine the other re- 
maining propositions; but I promised next to consi- 
der the circumstances under which this treaty was 
made, in order to set the subject ina proper form | 
before the country. 

The policy of the Government in removing from 
the States all the Indian tribes within their limits 
has been deprecated and denounced by gentlemen 
who have addressed the committee in opposition to 
the appropriation; and the late President of the 
United States has been charged with having origi- 
nated it, with a view of gaining strength in those 
States. Ido not consider it necessary, at this day, 
to inquire into the expediency of this measure. It | 


did not originate with General Jackson, for i 
been earnestly recommended by most of his prede=- - 
cessors as being essential to the safety, and, indeed, - 
the very existence, of those tribes within. the. limits 
of the States, as well as to the interest. of the States 
themselves, In urging this policy, General Jack= 
son did no more than to repeat what had been re- 
commended by others; but at a time. when. the pro- 
priety of it had become much more manifest, he 
told these Indian tribes that it was incompatible with 
the rights of the States for them to continue within 
their constitutional limits, and pretend to set up an 
independent form of Government, and that this 
Government possessed no power to control the 
States in extending their jurisdiction over them, if 
they did so continue. He warned thern of thecon- 
sequences of refusing to avail themselves of the 
liberal terms proposed by the United States to them, 
if they would consent to remove from the States. . 
Before this, Georgia. had already extended: her juris- 
diction over the Cherokees, and had enacted the 
highly penal and sanguinary laws on that subject 
which we have heard read during this debate. ‘The 
Indians complained of oppression, and, indeed, their 
situation was such as to. require immediate action, 
or all traces of them as a nation were likely tobe. 
blotted out. Ma 
Under these circumstances, a strong feeling sprung . 
up in that nation among those who looked not to 
their own private interests, but to the good of the na- 
lion as such, in favor of concluding .a treaty, as. 
the only means of rescuing. their country from 
the dangers by which it was threatened; and nego- 
tiations were set on foot for that purpose according 
ly.. Urged by the. stfongest necessity, delegates 
were elected in 1834 by the Cherokee people; who 
came -on here’ to conclude a treaty. John-Ross, 
then one of the delegates, with others, proposed to 
treat; but insisted on terms so exorbitant, 
($20,000,000.) that they were at once rejected by. 
the President. He then addressed a communication 
to the Secretary of War, dated the 28th day of 
February, 1835, in which he says: that the Presi- 
dent had before that, in conversation, expressed a 
willingness to give for the country, as much as 
the Senate would sanction, and expressed his desire, 
to make the submission to the Senate, composed, 
as he well knew, of a considerable majority of his 
(Ross’s) political. friends. To this propesition, 
the President acceded: and in confermity. with it, 


| the question was submitted to the Senate, for the de- 


cision of that body. The Senate with a full un- 
derstanding of the subject, having perfect know- 
ledge of the value of the Cherokee country, 
with strong feelings of partiality towards that 
tribe, and especially for John Ross, deter- 
mined that five millions of dollars was the 
full value of the country, and recommended a trea- 
ty on that basis. This was officially made known: 
to the delegation of which Ress was the head, with. 
the most confident expectation that a treaty would 
be at once concluded, according to the promise. re-. 
ferred to; but, instead of carrying out his agree- 
ment, Ross commenced a studied course of diplo 
matic correspondence, replete with every evidence 
of prevarication, until, finally, he refused to. con» 
summate a treaty, under the pretext that he and the 
rest of the delegation had no power to do so; ak. 
though he had, at the commencement of the negor 
tiation, represented that they were invested with 
full authority for that purpose. He, however, pros 
mised to submit the proposition to the Cherokee 
people, and use his influence to have itadopted. | 
This deceitful conduct on the part of. Ross, deter- 
mined the President not again to open negotiations 
with him here, but to submit, through commissions 
ers, the terms that had been settled upon, on. the 
basis of the five millions, (and which had been, 
drawn up and signed by John Ridge and other dele- 
gates, thenin this city, favorable to a treaty,) to 
the Cherokees in their owncountry. Commission- 
ers were appointed and sent inte the country, who 
commenced negotiations there; bat, instead of exert- 
ing his influence to conclude atreaty as he had pro- 
mised to do, Ross exhausted all his powers to prez 
vent it; and, at a meeting held for the purpose: of: 
deliberating on this imporlant subject, he. caused- 
resolutions to be adopted. that cut. off all hopes of 
effecting a treaty, endeavored to destroy those who 
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had been favorable to it in the nation, and had a 
delegation appointed, of whom he was one, to visit 
this city, although he had been positively and 
repeatedly told that no-negotiations would be held 
with him, or any other delegation for that purpose, 
here. A 82 . ‘ 

‘Under these circumstances, the party in thena- 
tion favorable to a treaty, seeing no prospect of 
settling the controversy through the agency of 
Ross—their country and their péople ` groaning 
under calamities that had been borne for years, but 
which had accumulated until they become: almost 
insupportable—finding that. unless sume means 
could be adopted, and speedily adopted, their na- 
tion must soon become utterly destroyed, and their 
people, already degraded and demoralized, seat- 
tered to the four winds without “a habitation or a 
namé”—being without institutions, without law, 
or a regularly organized ‘system of Government, 
they determined to march boldly to the breach, 
add hazard their lives in an effort to save 
their nation. This. could only be done by 
a treaty, and no treaty could be made but 
in’ the nation, and there only on` the basis 
of the five millions which Ross himself had 
before agreed to accept, as has been before: re- 
marked. A meeting of the people was. called:at’ 
New Echota in December, 1835, at which from one 
to’ five hundred assembled, and appointed the dele- 
gates who concluded the late treaty. . That delega- 
tion, before concluding on the terms of the final 
treaty, however, and in conformity with their de- 
termination at the meeting, used every effort to ob- 
tain the co-operation of Ross and his delegation to 
that treaty, or any other within their power, with 
such alterations or modifications as might be agreed 
upon here. Indeed they offered to yield up to Ross 
and his party the whole management of the nego- 
tiation, if he would agree to conclude a fina! trea- 
ty; but that individual obstinately refused every 
proposition; and’ unless the Government would 


agree to give him the price he asked, and place the - 
money under his control, he objected to any ar-: 


rangement, however advantageous to thé nation at 
large. There being no other mode of relieving 
their country from the difficulties in which it’ was 
placed, partly, too, by the conduct of Ross in re- 
fusing all terms for an avaicable adjustment, these 
New Echota delegates, and others sent by the Che- 
rokees west to'act in making a treaty, concluded 
the one which has been approved and ratified, as I 
have before stated. These individuals have been 
denounced by gentlemen as traitors to their country 
~—as‘having been bribed to sell it, Where do gentle- 
men fiod the evidence of this corruption and bribery? 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harran] has 
ascertained that they have been paid forthe time 
they: were engaged in the negotiation, their ex- 
penses incurred for travelling here, etc; and 
this is his proof of corruption and bribery. Can 
that gentleman point to any case where an Indian 
treaty has been concluded, without such payment? 
And ‘have ail been by bribery and corruption? 
John Ross and his delegation were paid $13,000 
for their time.and expenses here, on the same oc- 
casion. Were they paid for opposing the treaty? 
Why did not the gentleman tell us how much Ross 


and his delegation, who were here to prevent a | 
treaty, were paid? I am quite certain they received | 


as much asthe others, iu proportion to numbers, 
and the time they were engaged; and if the gentle- 
man will look on the other side of this picture, he 
will find itso. It has been charged and repeated, 
that the Cherokees, with the exception of very 
few, are opposed to: this treaty; and a pretended re- 
monstrance which has been sent: here, purporting 
to have been signed by eighteen thousand persons, 
is the proof of the fact. I am not prepared to say. 
that a majority of the Cherokees did give their as- 
sent to this act; nor is it likely, among all the trea- 
ties heretofore made with Indian tribes, that this 
has been the case.. Indeed, from the character of 
the people, it is impossible it.could be, where so 
much ignorance prevails. Perhaps, even among 


the Cherokees, who are admitted to be much the ` 


most intelligent of all the tribes with which we are 
acquainted, there aré not more than one in ten, 
perhaps not one in twenty, who have intellect 


enough to understand any thing about it. John’ 


‘Ross, we all know, speaks for the ignorant Indians, 
but without their will. Of those who know or take 
any interest in the affairs of the nation, counting 


all, éast and west, I have strong grounds to believe - 


that a majority are favorable to the treaty. The 


statement that eighteen thousand have protested- 


against it, is absurd; ior it appears, from the official 
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, that 
‘there are only about 14,000, men, women, children, 
slaves and all, of the nation east of the Mississippi. 
How, then, could eighteen thousand be found capa- 
ble of protesting? About one-third of that number 
have removed West, of whom it is not pretended 
that any have signed the memorial. Less than one- 
fourth of the fourteen thousand East, with the seven 
or eight thousand West, would make a majority of 
the whole nation, - f : 
It appears, from the documents before us, that a 
great many who opposed the treaty, as well as 
most of those in favor, have taken the benefit of it, 
and removed West. Among thosé are perhaps one- 
half of the delegation who were here at the time’ the 
treaty was concluded. We have already paid a 
considerable part of the money stipulated to be paid 
by the provisions of. the treaty, and incurred great 
expense in its‘¢xecition. . The price agreed upon 
for thé Cherokee lands is not only more than we 


have’ ever paid for aby Indian territory hereto- 


fore, but far above the real value of the country; 
and the mode of distributing the amount, although * 
not satisfactory to John Ross, who wishes to con- 
trol the money, as he now does the ignorant part 
of the nation, is just and. equitable, with a proper 
regard to the rights of the people. From this brief 
statement of the affair, I am ata loss to conceive 
where gentlemen find evidence to justify the denun- 
ciations they otter against this Government, and all 
who had any agency in making the treaty. . They 
charge it to have teen corruptly and fraudulently 
made, because John Ross and those under his im- 
mediate control have refused to sanction it, Iin- 
sist thata full consideration has been paid for the 
country, and indeed more than itis worth. A ma- 
jority of thé-nation, capable of understanding their 
interest, have consented to, and availed themselves 
of, the provisions of it. It has been said by seve- 
rai gentlemen who undertook to calculate the losses. 
which the Indians will sustain by the treaty, that, 
admitting the sam of five millions to be the value 
of the lands in a wild state, yet, the improvements 
in the country, when paid for’ out of that sum to 
the individual Indians, will exhaust nearly the 
whole. i 

The valuation of improvements, under the treaty, 
is not all they receive. After they have secured 
the amount of that estimated. value, (which by the 
way, I understand, has been generally very high,) 
they sell out their places to our own citizens, . (the 
poxsessory right,) fer a further sum; in many cases, 
Thave known as much as the fee-simple title would 
be worth. 

H gentlemen call it ruinous to the Indians, to 
remove on the terms I have stated, they can find 
most of the white settlers in the country willing, on 
terms less favorable, to remeve themselves. 

Bat independent of the obligations under the late 
treaty, I contend, that by the power. which the 
United States have reserved to themselves in vari- 
ous treaties heretofore made, to guard and control 
the affairs of the Cherokee people, so as to promote 
their interests and prosperity, we were bound under 
the circumstances I have mentioned, to remove 
them, as the only means of saving the nation from 
utter annihilation. And this duty, it seems to me, 
ought not.to be omitted, even when the Cherokees, 
deluded as they are. by the false and selfish coun- 
sels of an ambitious chief, refuse their consent to 
Such a measure. 

Much has been said of the absurdity of a senti- 
ment read from a pamphlet written by a Chero- 
kee; (Elias Boudinot,) in defence of the late treaty, 
that “if‘one hundred persons are ignorant of their 
true Situation, and are so completely blinded as not 
to seé the destruction that awaits them, we can see 
sirozg reasons to justify the action uf a minority of 
fifty persons to do what the majority would do, if 
they understood their condition—to save a nation 
from political thraldeom and degradation.” From 


my acquaintance with Mr. Boudinot, and from the’ 
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pamphlet ‘alluded to, and. other articles written by 
‘him, I-can say that, as a mian of’ intelligence, he 
would not suffer by a comparison with John Ross, 
who. has been so much complimented. The senti- 
ment alluded to, when. applied to. an intelligent 
community, éach-indwidual participating “in the 
‘administration of the Government; may ‘not bë or- 
- thodox; but in reference to the great body of the 
: Cherokees having no understanding or will of their 
own, but influenced by a self-created ruler, it is 
by ná means absurd. In this pamphlet (from 
which I have obtained some of’ the other facts I 
have stated,) it is alleged that, according to thè 
custom of the Cherokees, the chiefs aré to be eleet- 
ed every four years. — a 
In 1830, Ross was elected, but since that time 
they have held no election; so that, although he 
calls himself the principal chief, and pretends to 


‘exercise all the power,.as if he was really, as he 


frequently says, “the constituted authority of the 
nation,” his office, in fact, has long since expired, 
and he now acts as a self-créated dictator. Influ- 
enced by his fixed determination to prostrate those 
Cherokees who have negotiated with the Govern 
ment, encouraged by that. spirit of fanaticism 
which -he has observed ‘prevailirig among a portion 
of our own people ina certain quarter to make 
comnion’ cause with him, or any others who will 
war against the interest of the South, he has been, 
for two years, causing’ petitions to be sent here 
against the treaty, without the least prospect of 
setting it aside, until the time has expired when, by 
the treaty, the Cherokees were to have removed. 
The victims of his mischievous policy, who have 
been misled by him, will soon discover that the 
hope he has held out so long has been false and 
illusive, and that, in despite of his opposition, the 
treaty will be executed. Fo 

Wi.h the controversy between the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise} and the State of Geor- 
gia, I have nothing todo, any further than it in- 
volves the rights of Alabama. The able and effi- 
cient representatives from Georgia here are fully 
competent to the task of defending their own State. 
The Golfin claim, about which so much has been 
said by that gentleman, is exclusively a Georgia 
matter, and I profess no information on the sub- 
ject; but I beg leave to remark that if, on the mere 
testimony of John Ross, given before the commi- 
tee of investigation last winter, when he was ex- 
erting himself to set aside the treaty, and laboring 
under prejudices and motives of strong personal 
and political feeling, a high functionary of the Go- 
nernment and an officer of this House are to be sus- 
pected of corrupt conduct in bringing about the 
treaty, to secure a supposed interest in the claim re- 
ferred to, we have but little chance of escaping as- 
saults on our reputations. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) 
threatens to “castigate” Georgia, if she attempts 
to assert her claim to that portion of her territory, 


‘in possession of the Cherokees. When does that 


gentleman, who professes so much jealousy of the 
increasing power of the General Government over 
the States, and prides himself on his State Rights 
principles, find authority to “ castigate a sovereign 
State,” in the constitutional exercise of her juris- 
diction within her own limits? But the sentiment 
uttered by the gentleman from Virginia, which 
struck me with most astonishment and alarm, was 
that in reference to the numerous petitions and re- 
monstrances sent here against this treaty, when he 
says, that he has been exerting himself to bring the 
petitions of the people to bear upon the action of 
this House. These petitions, no doubt, fiow from 
the same northern horde of fanatics and false phi- 
lanthropists, who, regardless of the constitutional 
rights of the Southern States, cr the danger of a 
dissolution of the Union, have been so long excit- 
ing Congress with their petitions on another deli- 
cate subject, with which they have nothing at all 
todo. A feeling of hostility to the South, causes 
the movements on both these questions, so nearly 
allied in their imaginations. 

Can the gentleman from Virginia, whose consti- 
tuerts are so deeply interested in preserving our 
constitutional rights, free from the influence of the 
fanatical spirit that has sprung up of late, favor an 
altempt, evidently designed to be in aid of the great 
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object of destroying the citizens of the Southern 
States? Wow can he aid them in their efforts in 
the one case, without in some degree giving coun- 
tenance to their movements in the other? Espe- 
cially siace many, no doubt, consider them so inti- 
mately connected, as to constitute a common cause. 

I know the gentleman from Virginia does not 
gn this, becanse he has been foremost in pro- 
g against such movements on this floor; but 


although he may not apprehend such effects, I con- 
fess | am not without some apprehension, when 
ces ihe subjects treated by others as identified, I 


. Chairman, that amidst all the com- 
plaints of oppression towards the Indians, no one 
has charged the State I represent, in part, of any 
such harso measures. Indeed, I am sure that no 
uch charge can, with justice, be made. Oar po- 
licy in relation to the Indian tribes has ever been 
marked with great justice and humanity. So jea- 
lous have been our. legislators of their rights, that 
instead of placing them on inferior terms to our 
our own citizens, they have passed laws guarding 
against any frauds upon them, by requiring at least 
two witnesses to any contract by our owncitizens, to 
enable them to recover of an Indian, while ‘one fn- 
dian may enforce a contract against a white man, 
by proof of one witness, The courts of Ala- 
bama were open to them, and every means provid- 
edto prevent any violation of their rights. Our 
citizens have been much more oppressed by the 
acts of oflicers under the Federal Government in 
the Cherokee country, than they have been by the 
people of Alabama. Their intercourse with the 
Cherokees has been perfectly friendly, and they 
live on terms of strict harmony. 

Liowever great the incenvenience may be by 
the longer residence of the Cherokees, I undertake 
to say that my constituents desire their removal in 
a maoncr best calculated to avoid crnelty and add 
to ikeir comfort. For myself, I can say that I 
would deprecate any difficulty with them, if it can 
possibly be avoided. I am friendly with all with 
whom I am acquainted; and, while I am aware 
that gentlemen are greatly deceived when they 
consider that the delegations who visit this city are 
a fair specimen of the nation generally, yet I ad- 
-mit that they are more intelligent than any other 
tribe, and many of them not only generous and 
hospitable, bet really eminent for talents. 

Entertaining these views, I am in favor of adding 
the amount recommended by the Cummittee on 
Indian affairs to the appropriation, in order that tne 
treaty may be executed as early as possible in a 
mode most agreeable to the Indians and without a 
resort to arms. I have never feared, however, that 
the Cherokees would commence hostilities against 
our citizens. They are too familiar with our 


strength and resources to begin a contest against. 


such fearful odds. 


Ishall vote for the farther appropriation also, 
because, according to my understanding of the 
treaty, the expense of removal was to be paid by 
the United States; and inasmuch as the amount se 
apart for that purpose falls far short of what will be 
required, it should be made up by an additional ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. Chairman, when the late message of the Pre- 
sident on the Cherokee subject, which caused so 
much excitement in both Houses of Congress, was 
received, I voted against the motion to. lay it on the 
table, because I thought that course wanting in re- 
spect to the Chief Magistrate. In this vote, I dif- 
fered from most of those with whom I generally 
act, although, like them, I considered the commu- 
nication unfortunate at the time, and calculated to 
keep up the delusion among the Cherokees that 
John Ross will succeed, if not in setting the treaty 
aside, at least in effecting some modification, so as 
to prolong the time. : 

ido not understand, however, that any modifi- 
eation or alteration is ia contemplation; indeed, 
the Executive possesses no power to alter the trea- 
ty. Teannot discover, from the correspondence of 
the Seeretary of War, that any delay in the remo- 
val has been promised; but as the States interested 
are lo he consulted, such is likely to be the con- 
siruiciion of this proceeding ameng the Indians who 
Sees macn anxiety on the subject. I trast, 

Q » that there will be no delay in executing 


¥ 


the treaty, beyond what may be dictated by a pro- 
per regard for the rights of the Indians, and consis- 
tent with humanity. 

The time has arrived when the States interested 
have aright todemand their speedy removal. Lon- 
ger delay would be destructive to the best interest of 
the States, injurious to the citizens residing in the 
country, and above al, to the Indians themselves, 
who would be decidedly the greatest sufferers by 
procrastination. ‘Their own security requires that 
they be immediately removed; every feeling of hu- 
manity calls for it; and those who sympathise so 
deeply with them, ought to. be foremost to hasten 
the time of their departure. 


Remarks of Messrs. CLAY.of Kentucky, NILES, 
and SEVIER, in Senate, June 30, 1838, on the 
the amendment of Mr. WRIGHT, to strike out 
the first twelve sections of the Deposite Act of 
1836, as a substitute-for the amendment offered 
by Mr. WEBSTER. 

Mr. CLAY denounced the amendment of the 
Senator from New York, as monstrous in itself, in 
as much as it proposed to take the whole revenue 
of the country from its legitimate keeping, and place 
it under the control of the Executive. As fast as 
that monster, the Sub-Treasury system, had been 
strangled by the people, it was sought to revive it 
in that body. What would be the consequence of 
the adoption of the amendment before them, but 
to destroy ail law, all usage in relation to the keep- 
ing of the public money, and to substitute in their 
stead, Executive discretion? Could the Senate be 
prepared for any such dangerous step? “Mr. C. 
then briefly alluded to the causes which had inca- 
pacitated a portion of the banks from becoming 


the depositories of the public money, and maintain. - 


ed that the original measure as introduced by Mr. 
Wesster would have the most salutary effect, 
while the amendment would place the whole 
Treasury of the nation at the willof a single 
individual. That these banks had issued 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars, was 
the offence which brought them under the interdict; 
but was it an offence? The General Government 
had no power to regulate their issues; the banks 
owed allegiance to another authority: to the States 
under whose control they were. Ina seasonof the 
most calamitous reverses of fortune, (into the 
causes of which he would not then take time to in- 
quire, though it was pretty generally conceded that 
the Government had been mainly instrumental in 
bringing about that melancholy change,) the peo- 
ple had risen almost en masse, and asked the Legis- 
latures to authorize these very corporations to issue 
small notes, as a relief measure to the country. 
These banks were, in the main, as solvent as any 
banks in the country, and were certainly safer 
places of deposite for the public money than indivi- 
duals could be. Mr. C. thought that, if confidence 
were exhibited on the part of the Government, and 
something like a disposition shown to aid these in- 
stitutions to remove the impediments in their way, 
rather than the hostile feeling so constantly evinced 
towards them, that the happiest results would soon 
follow. Mr. C. contended that the only measure 
which would regulate, and keepin a sound and 
healthful manner the foreign and domestic ex- 


changes of the country, was a National Bank; such 


a one as had been destroyed to make room for the 
introduction of those wild and reckless experiments 
upon the currency, which had ended in one uni- 
versal and wide-spread ruin ef all the great leading 
interests of the country. 

Mr. C. said that in some remarks he had made 
the other day in relation to the Sub-Treasury, he 
had taken occasion to say that it was dead, dead, 
dead, like any other malefactor that had been 
bung, drawn, and quartered. An honorable Sena- 
tor from Connecticut had said, in reply, that he 
did not understand that triple kind of death; that 
ocne death was sufficient; but denied that it. was 
even once killed. Why, the Senator himself was 
dead, but he did not know it; and he, Mr. C. should 


not be at all astonished if he were to get up in his- 


place and deny it, as he had before done the death 
ofthe Sub-Treasury. But, sir, the gentleman is 
dead, said Mr. C. “Notwithstanding, it is true he 


_ Senate. 


_is not buried yet, but will be on the 3d of March, ` 


1839. His epitaph is written, Here lies the body 
of ———, (Í will not name him, Mr. President; 
that would be unparliamentary,) lamented by his 
friends, especially his political friends! . His course 
was marked by great ability and attachment to the 
tenets ef the Jackson party! He acted as post- 
master at Hartford, from whence he was trans- 
lated to the Senate, where his career, though short, 
was no less brilliant and distinguished! When 
instructions came from his own State, he had the 
firmness and manly independence of character to 
get up and denounce the measure as unworthy. of 
the Legislature, and to read a long and elaborate 
argument against the right of instructions! He 
was finally voted out of the Senate by the Whig 
Legislature. Peace to his remains! . There let 
him rest. 

Mr. NILES remarked that he was gratified that 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Wricurt] had 
offered an amendment to repeal the first twelve 
sections of the deposite act of 1836; he had pre- 
pared an amendment himself for the same pur- 
pose, which he intended to have offered, but was 
rejoiced that one had come from a quarter whence 
it would be more likely to be successful. In his 
remarks yesterday on the bill of the Senator from’ 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan,] he took occasion. 
to say that he did not believe that we could stand 
on the maimed and disabled deposite act of 1836. 
Most of the banks in the country were disabled. 
from becoming depositors under that act; if it re- 
mained, then, as it was, its operation must be un- 
equal; and inequality, whether-so or not, always 
had the appearance of injustice. The finances 
must be managed upon different principles; in- 
some States there would be deposite banks, in. 
others none, as-all had become incapacitated. 

He desired no partial system; he did not wish to 
attempt to put in operation machinery which had 
not only once broken down, but which was still 
disordered, and the operations of which must be ob- 
structed and partial. To remeave the disabilities 


which had attached to the banks, would be to re- ` 


store the deposite system which had failed; it would 
be to go back instead of advancing., To decline to ` 
do it, and yet suffer the act to remain in force, 
would beto stand upon a point too technical for 
him. He did not wish to occupy such a position, 
and to have the management of the finances de-. 
pend on penalties and forfeitures. He did not 
want the fragment of a law, and did not feel wil- 
ling to be found hanging, like the unfortunate pas- 
sengers of that ill-fated boat, to the wreck of the 
Pulaski, or any other foundered vessel. He want- 
ed no fragment of a law, which was objectionable 
enough when sound. He could not, however, ad 
mit the justness of the reasoning of the Senators 
from Virginia and New York, [Messrs. Rives and ` 
Tatumapcx,] that there would be any injustice 
done to the banks of any State by the partial ope- - 
ration of the law. Whatever may be claimed by 
some, nothing could be more clear than thatthe 
banks never had any right to the public revenue.’ 
No one, he believed, would go so far as to contend 
that the act was passed for their benefit, or that it 
vested in any bank any rights whatever. If they 
have placed themselves in such a situation that 
they cannot be depositories, it is the result of their: 
own acts, and they cannot complain. The system 
was designed for the management of the revenues 
of this Government, and the advantages to auy 
bank were only incidental. No bank had any. 
right to the use of the public funds;. and if: all the- 
banks in a State had become incapacitated to be- - 
come depositories, it was no injustice to them or 
the Siate. Where there is no right, there can be 
no injustice. The objection to the act is, that it 
will occasion a partial and unegnal system of con- 
ducting the findnces, banks being employed in some 
States and not in others. The system should be 
uniform, and governed by general principles. This. 
is the objection to the law as it is, and, to remove 
this difficulty, we must either remit the penalties, 
or repeal the act. He much preferred the latter. 
Sir, what is the condition of this question? Our 
financial system has been deranged by the failure.- 
of the banks. After a long trial, Congress has been 
unable to agree on any law. It is divided into the ~ 


June, 1838. 


25ru Conese 2xD Sess, 
OE ee 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
l ___ Deposite Act of 1836—Mr. Niles, Sevier. o 


457 


; Sen ate. 


ee 
advocates of three different plans, and neither can 
obtain a majority. The country is probably ia 
about the same situation. 
done? Why, things must remain as they are; we 
must. fall back upon former laws; upon the act of 
1789, and the joint resolution of 1816, The act of 
1836 has become obsolete; it cannot be -brought 
fairly into operation without additional legislation. 
It has become so partial and unequal that it cannot 
be regarded as a law in force. “But it is said we 
can make it complete by further legislation. _ So 
we could adopt either of the schemes which the 
great body of Congress prefer, by further legisla- 
tion.  Butthe difficulty is, a majority will not 
unite in favor of either of the three schemes. As 
long as this is the case, what other course is there 
but to fall back on the ancient laws? f 

It is argued, that because Congress has not been 
able to pass the Independent Treasury bill, or to 
establish a National Bank, it has therefore decided 
that the deposite bank scheme shall remain for the 
present. This is entirely incorrect, A very large 
majority of both branches of Congress, it is evident 
from their votes, are opposed to that plan. It has 
but few supporters in either House. .. Is it right, 
then, that it should be revived, when it requires an 
act of Congress to give it life? Did it appear that 
there was a majority of Congress in favor of the 


principle of the act of 1836, there would be some . 


grounds for saying that the impediment which has 
arisen, ought to be removed, so as to carry out the 
principle. But such is not the case. . The true 
state of things is, that Congress cannot agree in re- 
lation to either of the three schemes, and that the 
State deposite plan is much the weakest of the 
three. Under these circumstances, isit not proper 
to fall back upon the act of 1789? And what objec- 
tion is there to this? Cannot the finances be safely 
conducted under the authority of that act? Were 
they not so conducted from. the foundation of the 
Government down to 1816? : ; 
But we are told that this will be placing theny in 
the hands of the Executive, without law; that they 
will be subject to no other regulation or control, 
bat Executive discretion. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Cray,] asks whether we are prepared 
to take the revenues out of the custody of the law, 
and place them in the hands of the Executive 
without law? He already begins to sound the 
tocsin of alarm about Executive discretion. He, 
Mr. N. did not think the country would be alarm- 
ed at the cry of Executive discretion. Jt was an 
alarm note, which they had often heard within a 
few years; and if itever ‘carried terror with it; he 
believed that day was past. Is Executive discre- 
tion more alarming now than when Hamilton was 
at the head of the Treasury? This. was no new 
discretion; no new scheme; it was as eld as the Go- 
yernment. This discretion in the management of 
the finances had existed from the origin of the Go- 
vernment, until 1816; and even after that, a discre- 
tion existed in the Executive, to remove the public 
funds from the Bank of the United States—a discre- 
tion which was exercised in 1834, and justified by 
thenation. A law under which the finances had 
been managed during the greater period of the ex- 
istence of the Government, without occasioning 
complaint, he did not think conferred on the Exe- 
cutive any alarming discretion. For. one or two 
years at least, the revenue will not exceed, if it is 
equal to the expenditure, so that there will be no 
occasion for special legal enactments, in regard to 
depositing it any where. It will be safe in the 
hands of the Treasurer, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
stances in which we are placed, the deposite act of 
1836, being deranged, disjointed, and partial in its 
operation, he thought the better course was to re- 


peal it, and rest upon the act of 1789, and the joint. 


resolution of 1816. ; 

Sir, said Mr. N. before taking my seat, I must 
notiee some personal remarks of the Senater from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,]. which I heard with sur- 

rise, as | had supposed that the account between 
im and myself was balanced, at least for the pre- 
sent session. He has, however, seen fit to open it, 
under circumstances somewhat unexpected; and it 
remains for me to endeavor to balance it again. In 
allusion to the comment I made yesterday upon the 
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remark of his, that the Sub-Treasury bill was 
something more than dead; that it was thrice dead; 
the Senator says there was nothing extraordinary 
in the remark, although itmay have appeared so 
to me, because I am myself dead, bat not sensible 
of it. I suppose he means-dead ina political sense. 
It might be so; but unless Providence should order 
otherwise, he thought that about.the year 1840, the 
Senator would find that hë [Mr. N.] wasstill alive, 
If, however, it should prove that he 
was politically dead, time would show that he had 
only gone in advance of others, as he was quite 
sure that in 1840 he should have the honorable Se- 
nater’scompany. He.did not know what connec- 
tion there was between the announcement the Sena- 
tor had now made, and an occurrence which took 
place last night. He ‘alluded to a sort of mock 
funeral procession, got up, he supposed, by some 
of the Senator’s friends of the “decency party,” 
and intended as a burial of all his enemies. How 
far.this had reference to himself he could not say; 
but.as the Senator had announced his death, he 
supposed he must be one who was interred with the 
Sub-Treasury bill. The proceeding was certainly 
very creditable to the Whig party, and proved their 
claims to all the ‘ decency.” 

Not content with his death and burial, with such 
high honors, the Senator had’ volunteered to write 
his epitaph, which did pretty fair justice to his 
memory. He saw no special reason to complain 
of -it; indeed it had laid him under an obligation to 
the Senator, which he would endeavor to satisfy on 
the spot, and‘in kind. It speaks of my having been 
postmaster at Hartford; of being translated from 
thence to the Senate; of having, during my brief 
career here, discharged my duties with distinguished 
ability, particularly in supporting the Sub-Treasu- 
ry bill; of having read an able argument against 
the right of instruction; and finally of being voted 
ont by the Whig Legislature of my State. This 
was all very weil; he saw nothing to except to it. 


His public life was so short and humble, that all || 


his deeds might be summed up in the brevity of an 
epitaph. It was not so with the Senator; his long 
and distinguished career would require something 
more than an epitaph ; "it would ‘occupy an ample 
space in-history; and he really hoped he would be 
so fortunate as to have his great deeds recorded by 
a pen worthy of so illustrious a subject. His 
posthumous fame, he hoped, would fare better than 
his living merit, which had suffered some by fali- 
ing into the hands of a bungler, who, in the ex- 


travagance of his panegyric, made the faults of his | 


horo the more conspicuons. 

Mr. N. said he owed the Senator something more 
than an epi.aph, and would honor him with a brief 
biographical notice of his public life. The hono- 
rable Senator commenced his career early, and its 
dawn was illumined by bright hopes and noble as- 
pirations. Like other aspirants for power, his early 
life was distinguished by an ardent love for the peo- 
ple, and strong professions of devotion to popular 
rights. He was a Democrat of full blood; a Jeffer- 
sonian Democrat; a strict constructionist; a believer 
in the right of instruction; a friend of economy, and 
a mortal enemy of a National Bank and all aristo- 
cratic institutions. He talked loud and eloquently 
about the rights of the people and the rights of the 
States, and denounced the Federalists and all their 
works, 

But notwithstanding all this zeal and love for the 
people, it would seem that there was at the bottom 
a little love for self, as we are informed by a dis- 
tinguished but eccentric statesman of the Old Do- 
minion, now no more, that the moment he entered 
the halls of Congress, he fixed his eyes upon a cer- 
tain white house in this city, which appears to have 
had a peculiar fascination upon his mind. This 
early sentiment soon became a ruling passion, and 
“grew with its growth, and strengthened with ils 
strength.” This supreme object of the Senator's 
ambition has been a sort of ignis fatuus, which has 


led him on from point to point, from’ one measure - 


to another, through political bogs and quagmires; 
but if he has sometimes sunk into the mud, he has 
hitherto had the good fortune to get out and on to 
his feet once more. The pursuit of this darling 
object has led him to mount, booted and spurred, 
numerous political hobbies; all of which he rode 


| 
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very hard, and all of which he rode down, withoat 
reaching the object of hjs pursuit. A high tarif, 
the American system, internal improvements, and 
the Bank of the United States—all these have been 
rode down and broken down; bul the latter, having, 
the most bottom, ‘the Senator has mounted, again, _ 
and is now riding as furiously, and with as sanguine 
hopes of success, as at first. ee 
With his eye steadily fixed on his. object, and 


‘never for a moment withdrawn, the Senator watch- 
j ed the progress of events, and waited rather- im- 


patiently, the movements of the troubled svaters of 
politics; the derangement of parties in 1824, was 
thought to present a favorable opportunity. The 
Senator entered upon the Presidential course, with 
high hopes and sanguine expectations. The result, 
however, showed. that vaulting ambition had over- 
stepped the bounds of probability, as he was not 
only beaten, but distanced, and driven off the course 
the first heat. But although beaten him:elf, and 
thrown out, he was still placed in a favorable posi- 
tion; and in regard to the election in: the House of 
Representatives was: generally supposed to have. 
the game in his own hands. And here there is 
ene point of resemblance in the Senator’s life and 
my own, as he has described it. He says I have 
made an able argument against the right of instruc- 
tion. If Ihave made an argument, he has done 
much more; he has furnished an example; and how- 
ever able the Senator might regard his (Mr. N’s) 
argument, he was very sensible that its weight and 
influence would be trifling, compared with. the 
conspicuous example of the Senator. His State 
had instructed him to vote for the Western candi- 


| date; but overruling. their decision, he voted for 


the Eastern candidate, and threw himself into the 
“line of safe precedents.” In his new positicn, 
and with his new associate, having postponed in- 
efinitely the “deferred question of veracity,” he 
struggled. manfully, but unavailingly, for four 
years, against the strong current of public opinion. 
This struggle terminated in the memorable contest 
of 1828, in which the Senator did not, it is true, 
take the field in his own person, but as a political 
partner with his Eastern associate, a sort of joint 
stock concern of ride and tie, in which each put 
in an’ equal moiety of the stock in trade, with an 
understanding that -they were to divide the profits. 
But Old Hickory had too much capital for the 
firm, which failed, and of course had no profits to 
divide. E 
But not. discouraged by these two defeafs, the 
Senator never for a moment abandoned his object, 


| but immediately commenced rallying his broken 
| and seattered forces all over the country for another 


contest. This came on in 1832, when he again 
tock the field, aided by a powerful ally, the Bank 
of the United States, against the most heroic and 
powerful captain of the age. The conilict was 
tremendous, although at no time doubttul.” The 
Senator and his Bank allies were beaten, routed, 
and driven from the field, with the loss of bag and 
baggage. 

Well, now, Mr. President, if it is true, as the 
Senator says, that I am politically dead, J have’an 
example in his own case that a politician may be 
dead and yet be alive. He has been killed off 
three times, and yet we find him alive and at his 


|| post, struggling as manfully as ever in pursuit of 


the same high prize. At no former period, per- 
haps, has he had such high ‘hopes and expectations, 
or deemed his prospects so bright. To his eye the 
horizon appears perfectly clear, with scarcely a 
cloud to obstruct his vision. His old Bank allies 
are still with him, more ardent in the contest than 
ever. After a long struggle of thirty years, he 
seems to suppose that the golden prize is nearly 
within his reach. Fearing the consequences of a 
fourth disappointment, I have on several occasions 
heretofore warned him not to be too sanguine, and 
have reminded him that appearances are often 
deceitful, and that public opinion is at all times 
extremely unstable. I have told him that recent 
changes had been the result cf a panic and pecu- 
niary difficulties, brought upon the country by the 
banks, and that they would, ia all probability, be 
as transitory as the causes which had produced 
them. Bat f de not suppose my advice will be 
heeded, although given in ide most friendly spirit, 
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and with the most anxious desire to save him from 
the consequences of a fourth disappointment, which 
ight prove very serious. 
mel now, a in regard to this fourth and last 
trial, for 1 think this will be the last. I might fore- 
teli its result without much hazard, but I will not do 
that. I will not turn prophet, lest, like many 
others, I should be found a false prophet. But, 
_ sir, I have an opinion, a settled conviction, on this 
subject, the result of some little observation and 
reflection on past and present events. My delibe- 
rate opinion is, that the Senator will agaia be 
defeated, and that he is destined to suffer a fourth 
and last political death. About the year 1840 the 
Senator, as well as myself, will, in all probability, 
be much at leisure, when I intend to avail myself 
of his kind invitation and pay, him a visit amidst 
the quiet shades of Ashland, where, I doubt not, 
he will find more real enjoyment than in the turbu- 
lence of political strife, which has characterized 
his long career. 

From this brief notice of the prominent events in 
the Senator’s life, it is evident that his public career 
will occupy a broad space in history; yet it is 
equally clear that the gist, substance, and marrow 
of the whole, may be summed up in about the same 
brief words as were used by him to record the 
events of my public life. I believe that this bio- 
graphy is a fair offset against his epitaph; but, in 
order to have the account not only balanced, but 
paid off in kind, I will conclude it by offering an 
inscription, which I think will do pretty good jus- 
ticé to his memory, and which he and his friends 
can use or not, as they may see fit. It is as fol- 
lows, short and simple: 

Here ties rue Hon. —_—, [I leave it for them 
at the proper time and place’ to insert the name,| a 
DISTINGUISHED ORATOR, A DARING POLITICAL ASPI- 
RANT, AND FOUR TIMES A DEFEATED CANDIDATE FOR 
THE PRESIDENCY. 

Mr. SEVIER rose merely for the purpose of 
giving his reasons for the vote he was about to 
give, and said that, as he was the only one of the 
party with whom he almost invariably acted, that 
would vote against the proposed substitute of the 
honorable Senator from New York, for the propos- 
ed amendment of the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, he must ask the indulgence of the Se- 
nate for a single moment, in assigning his reasons 
for the vote he was about to give. It was not the 
interest of the bank which influenced his course; so 
as they alone were concerned, he cared nothing 
about the question. 
the State he had the honor, in part, to represent, had 
unanimously refused accepting the deposite of the 
publicmoney. From this decision he inferred that the 
Bank of Arkansas considered the deposite of the 
public money a maiter, at best, of but trifling im- 
portance. His objection to the substitute was, that 
it proposed to repeal all law upon the subject of the 
sale-keeping and disbursement of the public mo- 
ney, and to leave it, as it was by the act of 1789, 
solely at the discretion of the Executive. This was 
a discretion he was unwilling to entrust to any 
Executive. It is a discretionary power that the 
late Executive was unwilling to have confided to 
him; itis a discretionary power which the present 
Executive is unwilling tohave conferred upon him; 
and, for one, he was as unwilling to confer such 
enormous power and responsibility in the hands of 
any one, as they were. 

We have tried our favorite expedients, said Mr. 
S. upon the subject of the safe-keeping and dis- 
bursement of the public money, and we have been 
defeated on those measures; and the only question 
for us now to decide is, shall we fall back on the 
defunct act of 1836, or leave the whole revenue of 
the country, as it was by the act of 1789, under the 
unlimited control and discretion of the Executive? 
Of these two evils, I prefer the former. I cannot 
reconcile it to my feelings to place the revenues of 
this country, without law, in the hands of any 
one. 

`- I regret, sincerely regret, for many reasons which 
Twill not now take up the time of the Senate in 
enumerating, that I cannot, consistently with my 
notions of public duty, go with my party on this 

I cannot feel myself justified in going 


occasion. 
homie'to thosé to’ whom I cowe every thing, and 


The directors of the bank of | 


whose interests in part I represent on this floor, 
and say to them, that I have left the whole reve- 
nues of this country, without law, at the unlimited 
discretion of the Executive, although that Executive 
is one of their choice, and in whom they have 
every confidence that they ought to have in any 
Executive. 

I asked of the Senate but a moment’s indulgence, 
for an explanation; and I will not abuse that in- 
dulgence, by uttering another word upon the sub- 
ject. 


OF MR. DUNCAN, 
Or Onno, 


In the House of Representatives, July 3, 1838—On 
the bill to establish an Independent Treasury. 
Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House as follows: 
Mr. Sreaxer: Advanced as the session is, and 

aware of the vast quantity of unfinished business of 

an important character; both of a private and pub- 
lic nature—important to individuals and important 
to the public—I feel a diffidence in asking the at- 
tention of the House while I offer a few ideas which 
I entertain in relation to this measure; and let me 
assure you, sir, Ido it not from any disposition to 
make a vain show, or froma pride to be heard in 
the great councils of the American Government for, 
let me assure you, that when I rise to express my- 
self on any subject, I rise from a sense of duty that 
I owe to those 1 represent, and always with embar- 
rassment and great diffidence, knowing, as I do, 
that I am surrounded by those of far superior 
talents and acquirements to those of my own— 
statesmen who grace this country, and who would 
be an ornament to any country and to any people. 

No, sir; it is the importance of the measure, and a 

paramount duty, that induce me to ask your atten- 

tion at this time. 

Almost on every question of a general nature, 
when and where it is possible to drag a party feel- 
ing, party facts, and party arguments into discus- 
sion, it is universally done. 1 know of no instance 
where this has not been the case. Political effect is 
the object; but it seems to me that the result will 
hardly warrant the design, more especially when it 
is done al the expense of private and public busi- 
ness, and of the public money, at so great a dispro- 
portion. We have witnessed the sacrifice of day 
after day in the discussion of a simple appropria- 
tion for the Florida war, or, rather, such was the 
measure before the Ilonse for discussion; and yet 
no man could tell, by the debate, what the question 
was. ‘The whole song was the extravagance and 
profligacy of this Administration; the ruin of the 
people; the financial embarrassments of the coun- 
wy; the destruction of our manufactories; the 
prostration of the merchants; the ruin of the banks, 
and forfeiture of credit and confidence—all by the 
base and wicked mismanagement of this Adminis- 
tration, aad the one that preceded it. When will 
the people learn intelligence from these modern 
Whigs? From the commencer 
ment to this day, (while the Democracy adminis- 
tered the Government) this has heen the cry—an 
imbecile Administration, corrupt men, and ruinous 
measures! This kind of Federal howling has been 
so long kept up, and is so weil understood to be a 
kind of hypocritical, crocodile Federal whimpering 
that it is no longer regarded or serivusly listened to. 
Such murmuring and such faultfinding are the 
characteristics of Federalism, and have their foun- 
dation in a want -f confidence in the honesty, inte- 
srity, and capacity of the people to govern them- 
selves, or, which is the same ina representative 
Government, of electing those who are capable of 
making, adjudicating, and executing the laws. All 
the Democratic Administrations that-have existed 
since the organization of our Government, have 
been administrations of the people. They have 
been elected by the people, and nut from personal 
attachment on the part of the people to those they 
elected, but upon principle, and upon some one or 
more important questions in which the whole com- 
munity felt a deep interest. 

Such was the fact in relation to the present Ad- 
ministration, and to denounce an Administration 
which has been elected under such circumstances, 
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and to denounce the measures that the Administra~’ 
tion are bound, by the. nature of its Official ex- 
istence, and every obligation connected. with its 
duty, to carry out, is revolutionary in its character, 
subversive of our free institutions, and an. indirect. 
denial or denunciation of one of the’ most impor-’ 
tant and fundamental principles of ‘our Govern- 

ment, viz: the capacity for self-government and; 
the right to govern. oa 

Such, I say, is the situation of the present Ad- 
ministration, and such its obligations. Certain 
great and important and leading measures were 
commenced by the Administration—measures in 
which a great majority of the American people felt 
an interest in carrying out, and for that purpose’ 
was the present Chief Magistrate elected: so was . 
the Vice President, and many of both branches of 
Congress. One of the most important of those, 
measures was the improvement of the national 
currency; and for that purpose was this measure 
introduced. Its object is declared by its title, its 
various provisions. Its importance and uti- 
lity Iam about to discuss; but the very cir- 
cumstances that made its introduction not only 
necessary, but absolutely obligatory, on the 
powers that be, constitute the strongest argu- 
ment in its favor. It provides that the Govern-. 
ment shall collect, safely keep, and disburse its own 
revenue, and, further, that it shall gradually esta- 
blish the constitutional currency as the Government 
revenue currency; that is, gold and silver. The 
suspension of specie payments by the banks, while 
they had upwards of $30,000,000 of the public 
money in their possession, (not a dollar ef which’ 
could be. procured for a time) produced the sepa- 
ration which this bill contemplates; and’ vast in- 
jury, loss, and expense to the Government, by this 
unwarrantable measure, and, I might say, high- 
handed fraud, practiced upon the Government, 
makes it important that this unnatural and davger- 
ous connection never should be revived. And the 
great reduction in the value of bank paper, pro- 
duced by the want of intrinsic value and public 
confidence in it, makes it important to the highest 
interests of the people that the Government should 
return to the collection for its revenue to the only 
currency known to the Constitution, 

Sir, I am in favor of continuing the separation 
which exists between the Government and the 
banks—a separation produced by the malfeasance 
of the banks themselves. I think the connection 
that has existed heretofore was in violation of the 
Constitution, and most unquestionably impolitic 
and unwise, calculated to embarrass the Govern- 
ment and derange the currency. I say I believe 
such a connection to be unconstitntional. Permit 
me, sir, here to lay down a proposition, to which I 
may have to recur in the course of my remarks, 
It is this: that Congress can exercise no constitu- 
tional power, except that power be plainly autic- 
rized by expression contained in the Constitutión, 
and that the State Legislatures can exercise all. 
legitimate legislative powers not expressly prohi- 
bited: by the Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitutions of their respective States: that is 
to say, Congress can do nothing but what the Con- 
stitution expressly authorizes, and the State Legis- 
latures can do every thing (not morally wrong) that 
is not expressly prohibited by the Constitution. 

We find in the ninth section of the first article of” 
the Constitution these words: ‘No money shall be 
drawn outof the Treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by Jaw.” This provision 
proves, beyond a doubt, that the framers of the 
Constitution intended that the General Governinent 
should have an independent Treasury, and in that 
Treasury the public funds should be kept, and 
from it they should be drawn out by law. There 
is no other meaning that can be given to this provi« 
Sion, without running into absolute absurdity and 
ridiculous sophistry. If it be a fact that the Gene- 
ral Government shall have‘a Treasury, it is equal- , 
ly true that the revenue should be kept in that 
Treasury; and it is a violation of the Constitution 
to keep the public money in any other place than 
the public Treasury. 

Sir, it is of the first importance that the Govern- 
ment should be in actual possession of its ‘own, 
money, so that it may draw that money “in cottsé- 
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quence of appropriations. made by law;” but mo- 
ney deposited.in the banks is not in possession of 
the Government, but is a debt due the.Government, 
by the banks, and it cannot be drawn. as.the Go- 
vernment may want: it, and. as. ‘appropriations 
made by law” may authorize its-application, of 
which. we have had sad experience in the high. 
handed transactions ofthe banks in May, 1837. 
But the: act.auihorizing the. deposite of the-public 
moneys.in the local banks contained another viola- 
tion of the Constitution. By. one of the. provisions 
of the Constitution, (article. 1, section 8,) Congress 
shall have power to borrow money on the credit of 
the United States, but, Congress has-no constitu- 
tional authority to lend money. In that deposite 
transaction, the: Government money. was lent to the 
banks for.a per centum—a. consideration. But 
another evidence of. the unconstitutionality of the 
act authorizing the deposite-of the public money in 
the local banks, will. be found in the fact that Con- 
gress cannot interfere with the ‘local. banks to make 
deposites in them, without the consent of the banks, 
or, in some instances, the’ States, and in some in- 
stances: both the. banks and States. When. the 
Government. wishes to use the banks for such or 
any. other. purposes, she. must, with humility, ask 
their consent or the consent of the States, or both, 
asthe case may be. ‘This kind of humility is un- 
worthy of, and degrading to, the character of the 
Federal Government. Whatever is proper- and 
right for the Government to do, she can issue her 
mandate to have done; and the very fact. that she 
cannot interfere with State institutions without the 
consent.of such institutions, or the States that create 
them, is the strongest evidence that she not only 
wants the constitutional authority, but that it is 
unconstitutional to do so. Hence I infer that it is 
-a violation. of the Constitution to deposite the Fede- 
ral revenue in the State and-iocal banks. But I 
have. another constitutional objection to that act. 
It is;.that.it-authorizes and requires the Secretary of 
the Treasury. ta take the notes of Spetie-paying: 
banks, under certain restrictions, in the payment of: 
the Government revenue. - . 
The:Constitution (article 1, section 10) provides- 
that nothing shall be made :a: lawful tender in the: 
payment of debts, but gold and silver. That act 
makes bank paper a lawful tender in debts due the 
Government, a violation of that provision so ex- 
press and so unequivocal. The receivers of public 
money, when they know that bank paper can be 
disbursed. without loss to the.Government and sa- 
crifice to Gevernment.créditors, will collect bank 
paper to the amount of the immediate disburse- 
ments; (they: may and will frequently doit) I 
haye. no objections that they. should, when it can 
be. done safely, they being held responsible; but 
to make paper a lawful tender by law, which is 
made: unlawful by the Constitution, is. a violation 
of that Constitution. These are my constitutional 
objections to the financial connection of the Go- 
vernment with the local banks; but I believe such 
a connection is inexpedient, impolitic, and danger- 
ous. Permit me, before I undertake to. show the 
reasons that bring me to these conclusions, to deny 
acharge made against the Administration and the 
Democratic party. The charge-to. which I allude 
is, that this Administration and its supporters have 
declared war against the banks, and upon com- 
merce. . Sir, I can only oppose this with a direct 
denial, so far as Lam concerned, and I am one of 
the warmest (in feeling) supporters of the Admi- 
nistration, and I believe I may venture to pro- 
nounce the charge, on behalf of those who act with 
meon this measure, one of the foul, false, Federal 
slanders of the day, conceived in a benighted brain, 
-cultivated by a malignant heart, and given birth to 
by the pen of poison, and the tongue of pollution, 
to do-its part to the destruction of the confidence 
of the people in this. Administration. Sir, let us- 
refer to some facts, and see whether I have grounds 
and evidence to sustain this indictment for slander 
which I have presented to the jury, (country.) 
When the American people (Democratic part) had 
determined to put down the Bank of the United 
States, or rather to let it expire on the limitation of 
its charter, it became necessary for the public de- 
posites to- be removed; and in order that the public 
might sustain no sudden shock from the loss of the 


` its supporters ? 
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use of them, (for they had been discounted ‘upon. 
while in the United States Bank,) they were placed. 


in the local banks, where they were also discounted 
upon. Here, then, is a manifestation of friendship 
towards the local banks in giving them this great 
and valuablé boon. But that was not all: By an 


act of Congress (to which I have before referred) 


their notes were made payable in the Government 
revenue, which gave them a credit far and wide, 
which they could not otherwise have had; which 
credit, as I shall show, or rather the improper use 
of it, has been the cause of all the pecuniary em- 


_ barrassments and commercial ruin about which we 


have heard so much piteous whining and howlings 
Those advantages were extended to the bank. 
by the last Administration, and was sustained by 
the almost entire Democratic party; while the 
Federalists were unmeasured in their abuse, as 
wellof the measure as of the banks themselves. 
The measure was denounced as ruinous to the 
country—and a criminal violation of the “chartered 
rights !? of the Bank of the United States, and the 
local banks were sneeringly denounced as pet in- 


stitutions, unworthy of the Government’s confi- . 


dence, and incapable of performing the trust and 
the duties imposed upon them. In these predic- 
tions ‘there seems to have been some truth; but 


they have performed the trust and duty to the Go- © 


vernment and thé people about as wellas the Bank 
of the United States:—both bad enough—too. bad 
to be again trusted. So much for the last Adminis- 
tration and its course towards the banks. How 
has it been with the present Administration and 
Why, sir, the present Chief Ma- 
gistrate had hardly been fairly seated in his chair, 
when he and every body else was shocked and 
astounded with one of the most violent pecuniary 
tornadoes that ever rolled its destructive torrents 


over a land, crushing and prostrating every insti- | 


tution in the country in its desolating sweep. 
(I give the Whig account.) A Government that 
had funds en hand: to the amount of more than 
70,000,000 of dollars was made bankrupt in one 
night; and to save the character, reputation, and 
honor of the nation, thé Executive was obliged to 


call Congress together, at an expense of more than. 


$200,000 dollars to the people. But what was the 
course of the Administration and the Democratic 
party towards the banks? War, do you think? 
No. The course of the Executive was indulgence 
to. the banks and indulgence to the people. Sus- 
pend the debts of the banks, said the Chief Magis- 


trate, and use as a substitute for Government | 


money in their vaults, the Government credit. 
This was done, and the banks were saved, and the 


people, who were their debtors, indulged. But | 
|| just causes of war, there is none, nor indeed are 


war is waged upon commerce. Ah! how so? 


During the Jast Administration, a system of credit | 


was established toward the importing merchants; 
the same policy was pursued by the present ; and 
when the banks suspended payment, the custom- 
house bonds due the Government amounted. to 
upwards of $14,000,000. What was ihe course 
of the Administrauon, think you? Was it to pro- 
secute on the bonds, obtain judgment, issue execu- 
tion, expose to sale all the property the merchants 
had, sell them out, bed and bedding, cow and calf, 
dog, broom, and tea kettle, for a part of the debt, 
and send them to jail for the balance, as would be 


the course of a soulless corporation with the Shy- | 


lock principles of a bank. No, sir. No, sir. No 
such course was pursued. What was done? Why, 
a bill was introduced by the Democratic party, on 
the recommendation of the President, to give the 
banks indulgence, and a like bill to give indulgence 
on the merchants’ bonds, extending the time of 
payment, I think, in the first instance, four, eight, 
and twelve months; and, I think, in the latter, six, 


twelve, and eighteen months; and this, sir, is the, 


kind of warfare that this Administration has 
declared against the banks and against com- 
merce. Twice, sir, has the Government been 
compelled) to use her credit in the issuing 
of Treasury notes to the amount of ten millions of 
dollars each time to favor the banks and the im- 
porting merchants. ‘Who, sir, in this measure, 
was found wanting in kindness and good feeling to 
the banks and merchants? Look at your journals, 
sir. You will find the entire Federal vote against 
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the measure to a ian, I think; and. the last bill’ 
that passed this House, (owing to the absence of, 
some of the Democratie members.) pa: å. 


bill which saved the country from rui 
ruptey would have failed. Yes, sir, thé 
Government would have. stopped from want of, 
Treasury oil; and this great Federal fabric would. 
now be mouldering with the fallen and almost for-. 
gotten Republics of Greece and Romé; and. there 
were more gentlemen than one [Mr. Menerex] 
who said on this floor, in discharge of official func-. 
tions, that they would rejoice to see this Govern-. 
ment prostrated, if it would secure the downfall” 
of this worthless and corrupt Administration. ar 
Batto return to the subject. I amin favor of esta~. 
blishing the Independent Treasury. I believe thete. 
is no ether method by which the public money will’ 
be safe, and the Government secure at all times in’ 
its possession and use. 5 j 
It must be manifest to every impartial man that 
there is no safety in depositing tbe public revenne- 
in corporations over which the Government has. 
no control. Give me your attention while I pre- 
sent you some of the difficulties and dangers that’ 
must always attend such a connection with the. 
banks, and such an abandonment on the part of 
the Government over the control of her revenue, 
the only means by which she has to carry on her 
operations. I say that the Federal Government. 
can exercise no control over State institutions coh- ` 
trary to their corporate privileges,. or contrary .to 
what may be the wish or desire of the several. 
States from which they receive their charters. 
Hence it was, no sooner did banks suspend Specie, 
payments, than some of the States, by their Legis- 
latures, justified them in it, though they were in 
possession of millions of the public money; and I bē- 
lieve not one State attempted peremptorily to coerce, 
payment. Sir, what would have been the situation 
of the country and the Government had we been 
at war with a foreign nation during the suspension? 
The question is easily answered. Universal ruin’ 
and national degradation would have been the re- 
sult. Some of the difficulties under which the Go- 
vernment labored during the last war must be too 
fresh in the mind of every true friend to his coun- 
try, to desire to’ See the national means pot from 
under the control of the Government, and into the 
hands of capitalists, who generally carty what lite. 
le patriotism they have in their pockets, and have 
much more attachment to the means by which’ 
their wealth is augmented than to our ffee institu- 
tions, our national character and honor, and the 
equal rights of individuals. Out of the vast num- 
ber of international difficulties which give rise to 


all put together, half so likely to produce war as 
violations of national commercial rights, (which 
involve the preservation of the rights of sailors.) 
It was violations of this character on the part.of 
Great Britain that superinduced the last war, com- 
monly called the second war for independence. 
Who was most interested in the defence of Ameri- 
can commerce? We would suppose the Northern 
capitalists. But, sir, who was found on the side of 
the war? Not they. No indeed, they (with some 
honorable exceptions,) were found assisting the 
enemy, like the tories of the Revolution, aiding 
and abetting and performing the part of spies for 
the enemy, carrying on daily intercourse with 
them, and furnishing them with provisions and 
munitions of war. Every thing that could prattle, 
from the corrupt tory of the gown, down to the tete 
atete of thecap and ribbon, was employed in denoync- 
ing the war as unjust and unholy. It was considered 
acrime to rejoice at the victories gained over the 
enemy, and the man was denounced and execrated 
with religious anathemas, as bringing blood upon 
his head, atid divine judgment and wrath upon his 
soul, who would give aid, comfort, or support to 
so unjust and so unholy a cause as the American 
war. So odious was the war in northern estima- 
tion, that all efforts to obtain loans had to be made 
in secret. It was dangerous for the man who had 


-money, and felt disposed to befriend and assist the 


Government, for him todo so. Hence, it was not 
uncommon for advertisements for loans to contain 


_ a promise that the purpose for which the loan was 
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made should be kept secret. This was not the 
‘worst: when Ohio’s frontier soil was fertilized with 
Ohio and Kentucky’s richest and best blood—when 
the land was desolated, and the swamps and dense 
thickets were the hiding places and -oniy home of 
hundreds of women and children—when the red 
scalping knife was hardly permitted to dry —when 
the farmers chests were drained of their last dollar, 
their barns of their last bushel of grain, and their 
houses of their choicest sons, to support the droop- 
ing and desponding troops, and fill up their thin 
ranks-—-it was.then, when application was made to 
Congress for men, means, and munitions of war, 
the Government was derided, the war denounced, 
and its friends and supporters sneeringly asked tif 
this. was the entertainment to which we were in- 
vited at the declaration of war?” and this by men 
now high in the confidence of a certain party. All 
this hostility to the war-was felt and manifested by 
northern capitalists, and so long as the same causes 
exist, so long will the same effects and feelings be 
produced. : 2 

What, sir, would be the situation of your Go- 
vernment, in time of war, with your revenue in the 
possession of the banks, and the banks owned (as 
they all almost are, or their capital, which is the 


same,) by northern and British capitalists, with | 


British feelings and British attachments, such as 
the capitalists were during the last war, and as 
they will be during the next. 
the policy bad and dangerous to connect the Go- 
vernment with banks, under such unequal circum- 


stances, under such great disadvantages to the Go- ; 


vernment, and the people whose Government it is. 
Sir, much as I would dread, fear, and abhor a 


union of Church and State, I would not consider | 


such a union half so dangerous asa union of Bank 
and State. The former would operate to the pre- 
judice of our liberties, through the medium of the 
conscience—a very slender and a very scars carti- 


cle these days of political corruption, and moral. 


and pecuniary depravity; but the latter would ope- 
rate to the destruction of our liberties, through the 
medium of the purse, which is the god of our souls, 
and divinity of our worship. Sir, since the hard 
and tory times about which Ihave been talking, 


one of the great parties of this country has often į 


changed its name, but men and principles are the 
same. 


But, sir, I am afraid to try this scheme again of | 


giving the banks the control of the Government 
finances. 


ruption, and profligacy of the Administration, will 
be howled, hyena like, from Maine to Mexico. 
Yes, sir, this is the object. 
explosion, to ripen the people for a great central. 
National Bank, about which Federalism can rally 
and consummate its “political schemes, and esta- 
blish its favorites in power. The Opposition care 


little about the prosperity of the local bank system; | 


that is, the leaders of it. Their interests are too 
much diversified, and they are too widely spread 
over the country, to bring them to bear with suffi- 
cient force’ and power upon their political efforts. 
There is, in the local bank system, too great a want 
of concert of action for their purposes: They. will 
take them rather. than have nothing of the ktnd; for 
so far as they can be brought to bear, they answer 
generally a good purpose. Yes, they would even 
take the Conservative plan into their keeping, rather 
than be without the assistance of corporations in 
their political movements. It isa great National 
Bank they want, and I trust the people will not per- 
mit themselves ‘to be gulled. The question. is, a 
National Bank, ora complete and undivided Inde- 
pendent Treasury system. There is no middle 
ground. The halfway house (Conservatism) is 
now deserted; it stands-in.the- wilderness “ solitary 


and alone.” The highway has: been taken from it; | 


its windows are shattered; its doors are broken from 


Then, sir, I think | 


I fear another bank explosion; then will į 
follow the ery of panic; ruin, mismanagement, cor- | 


It is to have another | 


their hinges. The raven éroaks from its chimney | 
top by day; the owl hoots from its garret by night; | 


the wild wolf howls from its threshold. unscared; | 


and. hot a solitary human foot enters it but that of 
the prowling midnight thief and robber. Misnamed 
Conservatives are now seen wandering in small,’ 
Scattered remnants, like the lost children of Israel, 
waiting for a call or “edict of admission into-the 


ab ace 
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Whig ranks, whom they can join without much sa- 
crifice of feeling-or principle; for the real difference 
between them is the difference between 


Twedledum and twedledee. 


Although they have claimed to belong to the l 


Democratic party, yet they never were of the true 
blue. -They were not dyed in the wool. They 
were the calico Democracy. These Conservatives 
are an upright class of politicians. . So far as my 
experience and acquaintance of them goes, I must 
pronounce them the most upright politicians I have 
ever seen. ` Indeed, they are so very upright that, 
let the political wind come from what point of the 
compass it may, whether from the North, the 
South, the East, or West, it never fails to incline 
them to the modern Whig side of the party line. 
Sir, I see too much of the treachery of Sinon, 
and too much of the cunning of Ulysses, in the 
Conservatives, for my purpose. Their scheme is 
like the Trojan horse; it is too enormous to be ad- 
mitted into the Democratic city without breaking 


down her walls, demolishing her ramparts, and. de- | 


stroying her sentinels, which have defended her 
liberties for more than half a century. . Moreover, 
sir, when admitted it wil! be found to be filled with 
armed Greeks, ready to open the gates to their 
companions in crime andin arms, who will mur- 
der your citizens, and lay waste your city. Sir, 
the Democracy are unwilling that this monster 
shall be consecrated to Minerva. But I hope for 
thus hurling our javelin against the side. of this 
horse, whose hollow sound is sufficient to convince 


all that it is filled with hypocrisy and danger, we, 


shall not share the fate of the unfortunate Laocoon. 
I hope we shall not invoke the wrath of Neptune, 
and be strangled to death with serpents. 

Sir, the propositions of. the Conservatives ‘are 
like the earthen pots of Hannibal. - ‘They. are full 


` of snakes and poisonous reptiles, which, if thrown 


into the Democratic ship,. will coil round the Con- 
stitution, crush and strangle our free institutions, 
and poison and corrupt the fountains of Demo- 
cracy, from which flow the pure principles of civil 
and religious liberty. 
Sir, when the banks suspended specie payments, 
the Conservative plan, which is now recommended, 
was in full operation; and yet the whole argument 
of the friends of this measure is to establish confi- 
dence in the banks, and the business and prosperity 
of the country will instantly revive. Yes, sir, we 
have heard this cry ef confidence, confidence, until 
our ears have been shatiered and our stomachs 
nauseated. How, sir, are you going to establish 
confidence in a set of institutions that are destitute, 
from their very natures, of the moral and intrinsic 
requisites which entitle them to confidence, and 
especially to so great a trust as that of the manage- 
ment of the finances of this Government. And 
why, sir, in May, 1837, when they were in the full 
possession of not only the confidence of the Go- 


vernment, but were in possession of her broad: 


panoply of protection and in the practical use of 
her vast revenue—when their credit. constituted the 
circulating medium of this vast, wide-spread domi- 
nion, and their paper was received in payment of the 
Government revenue and in all the vast and extensive 
commercial and mercantile transactions, and in 
domestic consumption—I ask, when the banks 
enjoyed all these advantages, public and private, 
why did they suspend specie payments? And I 
ask further, if this Government patronage—the 
possession and use of the vast funds of the Go- 
vernment, as well her deposited revenue as her 
undrawn balances, together with the unlimited 
public and private confidence which they, enjoyed— 
was not all-sufficient to enable them to sustain 
themselves and to continue to redeem their bills, 
how. will the simple act of the Government to 
receive in payment of her revenue the notes of 
specie-paying banks, restore confidence in the 
banks, so as to enable them to resume specie pay- 
ments and revive the prosperity of thé country? I 
leave the Conservatives to answer these questions. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Garvanp] 
says. tauntingly, “these principles. [Conservative] 
were good Democratic doctrines in °35-36; why 
are they not good Democratic doctrines now?” 
I answer, because the local banks- have forfeited 
the confidence that Government, or rather the 


‘Democratic party, reposed in, them; and furthé 


- while they had the confidence of: the Govern 


` Whigs are now-seeking an alliance of fr 


_tween the Government and: the: 


: of their-independence; supreiae 


question really involves no 


tion for political effect. - gee 
If -it-was Democracy in: 1835-36: ‘10 giv 
banks ‘the control ‘of the Government rev 


it is no ‘reason’ why. it should be“Demiecra 
1837-38, since they have forfeited-all confiden 


“the Government. -Prior ‘tothe American Revola:: 


tion, obedience, and- submission” to- British man- 
dates was considered patriotic, but -such obediencé 
during the Revolution, and afier the confirmatien of 
our .independence, would have been consideré 
toryism. We have been frequently asked, in: 
taunting tones, by the modern’ Whigs, wh 
that we are now seeking a divorce from: th 
when in 1835-36, we were ‘their friends; 
them to put down the Bank of the Unite 
I would ask in return why ‘it. is that th 


(pretended I-suspect only for political eff 
the banks, when in 1835—36, they: denvam 
them corrupt and imbecile - institutions, unfit: 
gulate the currency—pet banks} ` = 
Yes, it is said that the Government jsir 
be divorced from the State banks. ©- ix; 
Sir, I deny that ever the ‘Federal’ Gov, 
was, wedded to, the banks. < -There is awa 
tät 
regard: that alliance: in the ‘character 
band, friend,. protector;: guardian, “or ` ; 
please. -To accommodate’ the Whigs; w 
callit: husband; we ‘will agrée`that the sistér 
eonfederated, and gave up certain 


y; and meats, and 
oùt of those constructed a Federal Goverment, atid 
imposed ‘on that Government the duties of-a: huss 
band towards them, defining specifically the power 
he shall exercise over them in a written Constitu- 
tion, which was to stand for all time as a wall of 
fire to secure them from any Federal innovations. - 
upon their reserved rights and sovereignties: . AH: 
this we know tobe true; but was-the FederaliGo- 
verament thereby to play the- husband with and 
for every handmaid that the States. might’ take 
into their employ. Was she to’bed and beard with 
every wrinkled yellow and:toothless. washerwo-' 
men that the States might engage to do‘thatwhich 
which was beneath their dignity to -do themseives? 
When the Federal Government united in the hono- 
rable bonds of matrimony with the States, that: 
union was superinduced by their youth, beauty, in- 
telligence, wealth, and chastity, and every other 
requisite necessary to make such an union desira- 
able and permanent. And the defence of the peace. 
and tranquillity of the States from foreign invasions 
and domestic insurrection, and some other express+' 
ed duties constitute the objeet for which the Fedex 
ral Government was: formed, ail which have ‘been’ 
imposed upon him. | By uniting the Federal Go« 
vernment with the local banks in any ‘Union tikè 
political matrimony, you would impose duties .ap-' 
on the Government which it. has no power. to’ 
enforce, because it cannot interfere with State tr: 
stitutions, this Į have before stated. But; -sup- 
posing that there has-been something like” ma~ 
trimonial union between the banks. and the:-Go-« 
vernment, the only condition upon which “that 
union was predicated was the just, faith{uland® 
honest management of the Government revenue 
as her fiscal agents; this condition the banks have: 
not only. failed to perform, but violated inthe 
most injurious manner, and therefore. made’ the 
marriage contract not only “voidable, jutapso facto 
void. : WR ARES SS a 
But, sir, I have another objection to: this system: 
which pattakes of the constitgtional character; and 
in accordance with that objection, 1 put the same- 
question that the gentleman’ from Virginia. [Mr: 
DromaooLe] raised, It is-this: are not, the: officers, 
directors, stockholders, debtors, agents and-attorays- 
of banks disqualified from holding.a seat in Congress, 
owing to the direct interest. which they -may Te 
spectively have in those institutions, when they are.” 
made the fiscal agents. of: the Government? OF 
you please, isa member of Congress not disq 
fied from acting officially on a proposi 
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méasure connected with the banks, in which he 
may have a direct pecuniary interest? Should the 
banks be employed as fiscal agents to the Govern- 
ment, I trust that, all banks that involve the pecu- 
niary interest of members of Congress, shall, with- 
outexception, be excluded from such employment. 
Why is it the trial by jury has time out of mind 
been regarded as a sacred and almost apostolic 
node of doing justice between man and man? Itis.a 
palladium of. liberty; an institution that has done 
more to secure the liberty and protect the property 
ef the citizen, as well in England as in this country, 
and. where ever it exists, than magna chara, or 


the bill of rights of England, or the Revolution or | 


the Constitution of this country, and all other 
causes put together. Why is itso? Itis because 
the jury is to be composed of men good and true, 
who are to be neither of kin to the parties litigant 
nor are they to have an interest to the amount of 
a farthing; neither shall the facts [be established 
upon which they are to predicate their judicial de- 
cision, bé presented by witnesses who’ can be sup- 
posed by any possibility. interested; neither is the 
judge who has an interest. in the decision of the 
cause to be tried, permitted to expound or explain 
the law upon which the cause may turn or rest. 
And herein consists the valué of the trial by jury; 
it is stripping it of every thing like interest. When 
so much, care was deemed necessary by the com- 
mon law, and our Anglo Saxon ancestors, and 
when our immediate ancestors have adopted the 
same caution and care, and made the trial by jury, 
with all its common-law guards and protections a 
part of our Constitution, to secure to us for all 
time in the civil protection it affords, and its se- 
curity and protection consists in removing every 
thing savoring of interest in the trial, why is the 
law-making power not equally to be guarded from 
the corrupting influence of interest? We allre- 
member well the national. interest that was felt 
when the question of the recharter of the Bank of 


the United Staies was before the American people. | 


There was a.strong party who were in favor “of 
the recharter of that institution; there was a 
stronger party who were opposed to it. The interest 
was intense on both sides; so much as even to 
threaten violence and revolution. The action and 
decision of Congress was looked -to with agonizing 
anxiety. The removal of the  deposites of the 
public money from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States and the branches thereof, and the deposite 
of the same in the local banks produced the same 
feverish excitement. And what'do you think, 
sir? I hold in my hand the Senate journal of that 
time; 
pointed to examine the Bank of the United States, 
with a view to ascertain whether any members 
were ‘interested in a pecuniary -sense in the Bank. 
This report contains the astounding fact, that the 
Bank had loaned ‘to members of Congress, who 
then owed it, the enormous sum of $400,060. Yes, 
sir, members of Congress, whose pecuniary salva- 
tion from ruin, and the support of whose families 
may have depended on the favor and indulgence of 
the Bank, were a part of the men who-had to de- 
cide this great question between the people and the 
Bank. Ought such a state of things to have exist- 


ed? Ought they ever to exist again? Ought the - 


frailty of man to be exposed to such overwhelming 
temptations? and ought our free institutions to be 
exposed to the blighting and withering effects of 
such temptations?’ The law-making power is su- 
preme over every temporal institution, except the 
Constitution; it is the fountain and source ‘of all 
power; and if poisoned, all the streams that 
flow from it, will carry ‘poison and death, by 
eyery medium through which it flows, to all our 
institutions; and even the Constitution, which is 
protected mainly by the sanctity of an oath of 
those who administer its powers, may totter and 
tumble'by the same poisoning and corrupting influ- 
ence of pecuniary interest. 

I hope for the honor and reputati¢h of this Con- 
gress, and for the credit of the nation, the sanctity 
and preservation of the Constitution, our great 
charter of rights, and anchor of our political hopes 
and civil liberty, that no member of this Congress 
hag an interest in local banks that could possibly 


sway his vole, or swerve his judgment; or, if he. 
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„rest in making friends to its cause, I will refer 


‘foul detraction, and the basest and most infamous 


it contains the report of a committee ap- 


- deen, first in the hands of public officers; and last 
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has, I hope he has not so far forgotten his duty to 
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the Government. Moreover, this bill has provisions 


his conscience, his God, and his country, as to have 
voted on a question involving that interest. I do 
not charge those members of Congress, who were 
indebted to the United States Bank,- with being in- 
terested in the recharter of the Bank in conse- 
quence of the accommodations which they had re- 
ceived at its hands, or of being overawed by its 
threats; but to show that the Bank had some inte- 


you- to a portion of the same report of the Senate 
committee. I allude to that part of the report which 
relates tothe New Ycrk Courier ahd Enquirer and 
its editor. I defy any man to come to any other 
conclasion, who will carefully and impartially €x- 
amine that part of the report, than that the Courier 
and Enquirer, type, press, printers’ devil, editor, 
books, and bonds, were bought by the Bank of the 
United States for the consideration of $52,000. 
Yes, sir, that vile sheet of slander and corruption 
—that polluted sewer, through which Bank slander, 


falsehoods are continually flowing in one uninter- 
rupted torrent to the public mind, is now the pro- | 
perty of the United States Bank, or its friends and | 
allies, bought and used for corupt political purpo- | 
ses, to serve the degrading and servile ends of the 
Bank, together. with its editor, the degraded coward, 
and the bought up vassal, James Watson Webb. 

Let me hope, that so long as there is a connec- 
tion between the Government and the banking mn- 
terests of this country, that the great interest of the 
Government and the rights of the people may be | 
defended from the corrupting effecis of selfish and 
interested legislation. Should Congress neglect or 
refuse to interpose their authority against a princi- | 
ple anda practice so pernicious in its nature, and 
so dangerous in its practice, se subversive of 
justice, and degrading to the character of our free | 
institutions, I hope the people will take the mat- 
ter in hand, and do justice to themselves, and 
honor to their country, But it is said that there 
is less: seċurity in keeping the public money by the 
Sub-Treasury plan than by banks. This seems 
to me to bea strange objection, and must rest upon 
one of two reasons, perhaps both; one must be that 
Government cannot make vaults, boxes, or safes as 
strong as the vaults of the banks. - The best way 
to get clear of this objection is, to treat it as un- 
worthy of notice—so I leave it. The other objec- 
tion may be, that there is not as much moral ho- 
nesty among men as there is among banks: this 


may be, but it is unnecessary to speculate in theory ‘|| 


and probabilities, when we have experience and 
facts to govern us. From an examination of finan- 
oial reports in a given time, perhaps sinee 1814 to 
this time, we have the exhibit of about $13,000,000 
lost by banks, and about one million of dollars by 
individuals, when the chances to lose by individu- | 
als were two to one, as all the revenue was twice | 
in the hands of individuals, and once in the | 
hands of the banks, viz: once in the hands of the | 
receiving officers, then in the’ banks; next and | 

it 

f 

$ 


last, in the hands of the disbursing officers. I 
ask, then, if the public money must. be, and has 


in the hands of public officers, what benefit does 
the Government gain by placing her money in the 
banks, by way of handing it over from the first 
class of officers to the second. So much for prac- 
tice and experience. This-objection to the Sub- | 
Treasury scheme, cnly deserves answering from | 
the respectability of those who make if, and not | 
from any force in itself. Let us examine the theo- 
ry and moral of the objection. Men have an hono- 
rable and a moral reputation to maintain, involving | 
pride of character and standing in society, far above | 
any pecuniary consideration; banks have a pe- | 
caniary credit to maintain, involving nothing j 
higher than dollars and cents, and whatever course i 
of civil conduct will secure the most of them is their | 
course, without a conscience to dictate in the matter. 
Men have a conscience whose peace must be 
consulted; they also have a body to be imprisoned 
for purloining the public money, or to be punished 
corporally for crime or fraud. “Banks have neither 
bodies te be kicked, or souls to be darned.” There- 
fore, in every moral and respectable sense, men 
have the advantage over banks as fiscal agents of 


that go as far as’ strong boxes, strong safes, and 
strong vaults; moral. obligations, penal, and pecu- 
niary bonds, corporal punishments, “degrading: im- 
prisohment, and loss of liberty and reputation, can 
go to make the public money safes 0 5n 

But it is said that the Independent Treasury. will 
be more costly to the Government than the method 
of using the banks. The additional expense is a mat- 
ter so inconsiderable, that it is unworthy of conside- 
ration. The advantage of alwayshaving the money 
in possession, for the support of the Government, 
the security. of the country, and the protection of the 
people under all emergencies, is more than a com- 
pensation for the small additional expense. The 
expense of four receivers general, and four or five 
additional clerks, which cannot exceed fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars; and the establishment. of 


| places of security, which may cost fifteen or twen- 


ty thousand dollars more, which would make thirty 
or forty thousand dollars for the first year, and 
half that sum each year after.. Thisis a small 
sum to constitute a serious objection to a scheme 
so much wanted, and so absolutely necessary. 

But it is said that this plan is going to increase. 
the Executive influence and Executive power. 
This is a stale cry. We have heard the ery of Ex- 
ecative power and Executive influence raised on 
a thousand changes this session. But this objec- 
tion comes in bad time,:-and bad taste, from a party 
whose fundamental principles are an increase of 
Executive power, and whose watchword is Federal 
influence. But, sir, this objection is like many of 
the others: it is without foundation; and if it were 
for me to invent a plan of stripping the Executive 
of a portion of his influence and power, I would 
think: myself happy and lucky in the discovery of 
the Independent Treasury plan. 7 

How is it in regard to the plan that connects the 
Government with the banks? The President may, 
through his Executive officers of the Treasury, 
control, for political purposes, the banks. Having 
the selection of the local banks in which the depo- 
sites are to be made, he may make a compliance 


| on their part with his political plans a condition. 


The alliance and connection may be of that cha- 
racter, and the control of that nature, that he may 
make all persons interested: in the deposite banks 
subservient to. his. purpose.. He might, through 
the banks, wield an infiuence. dangerous, yes, qe- 
structive, to this Government, and the overturning 
of all our free institutions. ‘The thought is shock- 
ing to the man who will properly appreciate the 
danger of throwing into the hands of the Execn- 
tive the control (it may be for political purposes) 
of the whole American revenue, through as many 
banks as he may see fit to employ, or as many as 
could be brought to his own corrupt terms. 

Sir, it seems to me that no more powerful 
method could be invented to bring this Govern- 
ment to any terms, and to any situation that a 
corrupt Executive might see fit, than to give him 
the control of the banking interests and powers over 
the country. Suppose that the President was to 
form an alliance with the banks, and that alliance 
had for its. object the increase of his Executive 
power, and the augmentation of their capital and 
profits: here would be a union of interests at the 
expense of our free institutions and’ the liberty of 
the people, but perfectly in harmony with each of 
their natures aad characters: for itis natural for 
Executive power to desire to increase its influence, 
and extend and augment iis powers indefinitely; 
and it is natura! for banking institutions to extend 
their credit, augment their influence, and increase 
their profits; and whenever those two influences 
are brought to bear upon one or more objects, for 
the political influence of the one and the pecaniary 
interests of the other, the resu't may be dangerous 
to the liberties of this country. . 

It seems to me that the direct tendency that the 
Sub-Treasury plan has to strip the Executive of 
power, by his connection with, and control over, 
the banks, that might be dangerous, is one of its 
greatest commendations; and if there were no 
other advantages to attend its adoption, that alone 
is sufficient to recommend it, at least to those who 
look witha jealous eye upon Executive powers 
and Federal influence. The Sub-Treasury plaa 
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contemplates the increase of four principal officers, 
Avhose duty it shall be to receive the public mo- 
peys; (this duty is now performed by Executive 
“efficers;) and perhaps six subaltern officers, such as 
clerks. Itis possible there may be an increase of 
‘ten or twelve Executive officers, added to ten thou- 
sand that now exist; (a mere drop in the Ohio.) 
And what does the bill provide as an offset to this 
increase of Executive officers? Why, sir, it places 
the Government revenue beyond the control of the 
‘Executive influence, strips him of all power to ex- 
ercise an undue influence over the banks or any 
other corporate institutions or private individuals, 
by means of the public revenue. 

But the enemies of this Administration say that 
this Independent Treasury scheme is an attempt 
secretly to establish a Government Bank. This 
is not the fact, nor are those who make the charge 
Sincere. If they thought so, they would sustain the 
measure to a man; for a Government Bank is the 
watchword with them. Every local interest, and 
every general interest too, is made to yield to the 
establishment of a National Bank with them. 
‘What is a bank, sir? My experience teaches me 
that itis an office of discount and deposite, It has 
stockholders, directors, a president, a cashier, and 
tellers. “It discounts its paper, that is, its promises 
to pay, on the silver and gold in itsvaults. Some- 
times it discounts without either gold or silver. It 
receives money in deposite, and discounts upon its 
deposites. It deals in exchanges, that is, it buys 
and sells bilis of exchange. It grants credits on its 
books, and transfers the amount of credit from one 
merchant to another. It buys and sells stocks. 
These are attributes and functions of a bank. 
Now will any gentleman here point to me any one 
of these powers as connected or belonging to the 
bill establishing the Independent Treasury, though 
all are necessary to make ita Government Bank, 
or bank of any kind; and, until that is done, I. will 


hope to hear no charge. of this kind against this | 


measure. 


Some.of the enemies of this Administration say 


that the attempt to establish an Independent Trea- 
sury is an attack upon the whole credit system. 
Sir, I repel the charge, and repudiate it as 1 would 
the attempt, let it be made’ by whom or by what 
party it may. I know no better method of regu- 
lating the credit system, than by the check which 
the collection of the Government revenues in gold 
and silver would establish. The great objections 
of the Democratic party to banks, grow out of their 
hostility to the establishment of institutions that 
have for their object inequality of privileges; but 
in addition to this general objection, (which has 
its origin in the Constitution and.in the nature of 
our Government,) they object. to banks, because 
the currency of the country is made unsteady. By 
‘the fluctuations of the currency, all pursuits in life 
are made uncertain, and the whole credit system 
made as unsteady and as uncertain as April wea- 
ther. To-day, a man may be worth $50,000 in 
paper prices; he may owe $10,000 in paper con- 
„acts. To-morrow, the credit of the paper system 
may be blasted, and it may take the man’s $50,000 
to pay the $10,000 which he owed. Tiundreds and 
thousands of instances of this character can be pro- 
duced, where men, who, by-industry and eecnomy, 
have laid up what they supposed would be a com- 
„petent living for themselves in the afternoon. of 
life, ‘have, by the destruction of credit and the con- 
„seguent downfall of property, been reduced, in ten 
short days, from supposed affluence to poverty and 
. Wretchedness. There are none of us who have 
reached the meridian of life, sut have seen more 
than one period of universal destruction of credit, 
confidence, trade, and commerce; and it is the na- 
ture of unrestrained banking to produce periodical 
prostration and ruin, with all the effects of poverty 
andits train of evils, such as the loss of private 
and public confidence, and the destruction of every 
moral and social feeling that constitutes the ties of 
society and civilization.. The evil does not consist 
in banking or the credit system; it consists in the 
Unrestrained exercise of the banking powers and 
the improper and imprudent issues of paper money. 
An proportion to the increase of circulating . mè- 
m, whether of gold or silver, so will the 
of every marketable commodity, as well 
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of personal as of real property, increase. If 
there are five dollars in paper in circulation 
to one in specie for the redemption of that 
paper, so long as it has credit, and the confi- 
dence of those who receive it and pay it out, pro- 
perty of every description will be estimated in- pro- 
portion to the amount of paper actually in circula- 
tion. Purchases are made, and debts contracted, 
all with reference to the fictitious value.. When the 
time comes that this paper must be redeemed—that 
is, when the people begin to lose eonfidence in the 
ability of the banks to redeem, or a demand comes 
from abroad for the liquidation of our commercial 
debts, which must be paid in gold and silver, bank 
paper having no circulation or credit abroad—then 
itis the banks are compelled to stop issuing, con- 
tract their credits, call in their debts, and generally 
shut up shop; that is, stop specie payments. Mo- 
ney, by this operation, becomes scarce; property 


falls in value to the specie basis; debts which were. 


contracted in paper times -must be paid in specie, 
the effect of which is to compel the debtor. to pay 
to the creditor five dollars for every one he really 
owes him, or for which he ever received considera- 
tion. "When the paper balloon was inflated. to- the 
extent of its capacity and elasticity, large contracts 
were made for real estate, merchandise, or com- 
merce, and half the price paid down. ‘Now the 
paper balloon has burst, the price of preperty has 
fallen four-fifths. The consequence is, that the 
money advanced upon the real estate, merchandise, 
or commerce, is lost to the purchaser, and the pro- 
perty will not sell for more than half as much as 
will pay the balance which is due onit. . This is 
the financial operation by which thousands of as 
honest and industrious citizens as ever adorned any 


country, or any society, aré brought to sudden and | 


unexpected poverty and ruin, by circumstances 
and operations. over which they have no-coutrol: 
And these are some of thé effects produced by unre- 
strained banking. 1 stated that this state of pecu- 
niary rnin—which, ever since the introduction of 
the banking system, as now conducted, has pro- 
duced: periodically—may be brought about by 
foreign demands for specie, and generally is. I 
will tell you how it is; and to illustrate it more 
clearly, E will confine illustrations to the operations 
of a single bank, but which will, and does, apply to 
all. Supposing a bank is authorized with a capi- 
tal of $500,000: the requisite number of instalments 
is paid in; the bank commences operations; dis- 
counts paper on the specie paid in on its stock 
shares; deposites are made in it; it discounts on its 
deposites; and its paper, now spread far and wide, 
has become the circulating medium of the country, 
Its paper answers all the purposes of domestic ex- 
change and consumption. Prices rise in proportion 
to the quantity of paper in circulation, but the 
credit. and circulation of the paper being con- 
fined to its own country, the price of our pro- 
duce is not raised abroad; foreign produce - is 
invited here, while our produce bezrs so high 
a price athome, that it will not admit of exporta- 
tion. The consequence is, that our specie must 
be taken out of the country, or exported, to pay for 
our own importations. This produces a constant 
flow of the precious metals from our country, and 
noreturn. This operation is made more fatal by 
the. contracts of foreign and domestic debts con- 
tracted in the course of commercial trade. . Ex- 
changes are now against us; the balances must be 
paid. The commercial or importing merchants are 
called upon to pay their foreign debts in hard coin; 


they, in turn, are compelled to call upon their cus- ! 
tomers, the country merchants; and the country | 


merehants are compelled to call upon their cus- 


tomers, the people, and the people upon their debt- | 


ors and the banks. Then the calamities begin 


which I have before described; and this develop- | 
ment accounts for the causes of all the difficulties | 


that this country, this people, and this Government, 
have suffered for the last year in their commercial 
and financial affairs, although the whole blame, for 
political efect, is laid at the feet of the Administra- 


tion. I have said all those pecuniary and com- | 


mercial difficulties grew out of unrestrained bank- 
ing. 
which I have not named, nor have I time to name 
them. J: will name. one; when money is made 


It is true, and there are other difficulties | 


more honorable, But slow, ‘methods of in: 
liying by honest industry and useful em] 
are given up for speculating pursuits, 
more than two-thirds of those ‘who’ en 
know nothing. : a ee / i 

Soon after I arrived here at the extra session 


I felt surprised that wheat should be‘imported 
between four or five thousand. miles across a bois- 
terous and tempestuous ocean, with: all ‘the risk — 
of. the sea, from a frozen’ and sterile country be- 
tween: the 55th and 60th degree of north latitude; 
and a land of despotism, to this fertile and mild 
glimate and land of liberty, which is proverbially 
all over the world an‘ agricultural country, . Iwas 
so much surprised, that I was’ induced to ingitire 
what he paid for his wheat in Prussia, and think 
he: said $1 25. per bushel. What do you get for 


silver is our consunip: e, äi 
swers unfolded the secret.” ‘Here it is’ proper to 
remark, that -nothing. in’ the: currency. w. i 

be. taken for this wheat but gold and’ silver. ` Oar 
paper would not pass in Prussia, and what pro- 
duce we had to spare bore so bloated a paper price, 


mediun. _ 


; that it would not bear shipping to Prussia. But the 


secret was, that labor and produce in Prussia was 
at the specie standard; here it was at the paper 
standard; or, in other words, produce and labor 
there bear their real value;. here they bear @ ficli- 
tious value. “This was produced by: the unbridled 
manner in which banking. was conducted. Permit 
me, sir, to read an article from a. German. paper, 
printed in the district which I have. the. bonor to 
represent. I think the article excels any ‘thing I 
ever read: for. brevity, truth, candor, and compre- 
hension. Here, sir, it is: it is in point: 

CAUSES OF THE LATE REVULSION.—I believe that justice re- 
quires that we should attribute the disorders of the times to 
other causes than the measures of the late or the present Na- 
tional Admi. istration; and, first, among those causes.1 would 
name— i 

The excessive issues of bank paper with which the countiy 
has been flooded, and the consequent abuses ofbank credits: 

2d. The vast sums invested in ‘unproductive lands, city and 
village lots, fancy stocks, and other property, by mien ‘of limited 
resources. X á $ > P Ae AE 

3d. The great excess of our importationg above our exports 
contracting large debts abroad, the payment of which re. 
quired the withdrawal of an equal amount of our capital from 
the ordinary channels of business at home. AE ame 

Ath. The almost total neglect of that mest useful, as well as 
most honorable, of all employments, the cultivation.of the soil, 
observable in some sections of the country, and the consequent 
necessity for the importation of bread stuffs. es ahs Ee 

5th. Extravagance in expenditures of all kind; and the taxi 
tious style of living, and the habits of idleness in which teo 
many have, for years past, indulged. | _R. C GREENE.” 

Then, sir, I say that the principle in’ the Inde 
pendent Treasury scheme that makes thé Govern- 
ment revenue collectable in the constitutional cur- 
rency, is one of the best principles or means. ‘that 
could be adopted to regulate the discounts of the 
banks, and balance trade, commerce, crédit, and 
agriculture; and any man whose mindis woswerved 
by party considerations, and uninfluenced by selfish 


Jaly,: 1938. 
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Bat; sir, we have been told that-it is the’ office 


-holders who are urging this.ruinous measure-upon ` 
the country; and we hear.a great:deal about office ° 


holders. This measure is the measure ofethe office 
holders, and that measure is the measure of the 
‘office -holders: it is office holders in the morning, 
Office holders at noon, and office- holders in the 
evening: we can hear the hyena-how] about the 
office holders on our going out, and on our coming 
in; in our eating,. oùr- drinking, in our. sleep- 
ing, in our waking, and-in our praying, (when 


we do pray.) Sir, there. may be. something de-. 
„grading and criminal in holding an office; but I. 


believe I would a little rather be a comfortable, 
fat, well-fed office holder, than a-lean, lank, hun- 
-gry office seeker. The former situation is quite: as 
honorable as- the latter, and much more comfort- 
able.: -Constant-murmurings and complaints about 
the office holders have ever been considered worthy 
of a demagogue. What is meant by ‘this incessant 


ery against the office holders? ` Is it to disband. all ~ 


the: office “holders, and dissolve the Federal Go- 
vernment, and return to a state-of originality, or 
is it merely to open the way. fora new and hungry 
swarm.of office seekers, to sap the last drop of 
Uncle. Sam’s blood from his already exhausted 
veins?. Where is the Government that ever had a 
spark of freedom, but what was conducted-by of- 
fice holders, and a regularly organized system, with 
proper checks and balances to guard against usurpa- 
tion, or the undue exercise of power?’ We may dis- 
band our. Federal officers when we wish to establish 
the Agrarian system, or exchange our free institu- 
tions and ourrepublican Constitution for an unlimi- 
ted despotism, like the Autocrat of Russia. But 
suppose the ins are ousted to make room for the 
outs, as that is the object of the cry with which 
oar ears are incessantly grated, would the public 
be benefitted by the change? Would the expenses 
of the Government be diminished? The Federal- 


ists have had the sway twice since the organiza- 


tion of our Government, and-they. were hardly 


well seated in power; when the people. flirted them | 


into the mud; and it will be so again, whenever 
they get into power. A few Federal strides of of- 
ficial power will bring down the popular. indigna- 
tion upon them. What power they may gain by 
the sleeping apathy or unsuspecting carelessness of 
the people, will soon be wrested from them by a 
fearful wakening up. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. KENNEDY] 
advanced some strange doctrines on the subject of 
banking, calculated, 1 think, to arouse the most un- 
suspecting, He'tells us that the banks are never 
able-to redeem their paper.’ It. is preposterous te 
suppose ‘that they can. - Such a supposition is, vul- 
garism; and it is such vulgar ideas that make peo- 
ple rush to a bank whenever they suspect its abili- 
ty-to redeem its paper. This may. be. vulgarism, 
sir, on the part of the people, but it is a vulgarism 
that has its foundation in justice and self-defence, 
and will never be cured in a land of freedom 
by any species of Bank refinement. If it is a vul- 
garism in the ‘people to expect the banks to pay 
their debts; and to call upon them, upon their pro- 
mises, to do so, it is immoral and fraudulent in 
«them not to pay. ; , 

I think he told us that the banks of England had 
a provision in this charters, by which they were 
guarded against captious calls for: specie redemp- 
tion of their paper. 1 would like to see one of our 
western buckeye woolhats interrogated at the coup- 
ter of a bank whether he made his demand for the 


redemption of his note ina captions manner or ` 


not. Ithink Mr. Corset would bé apt to get his 
stays broken. i A i . 
Gentlemen, who have been singing praises to 
the banks, and the banking system, constantly re- 
fer us to the wealth, the power,. the independence, 
and the grandeur of Englaid, The- gentleman 
from Virginia, -[Mr. Gartan] tells us that. she 


has ruled the commercial world, as she sways the | 


cean, -against..the ‘combined powers of Europe; 
and all this by the glorious and happy influence of 
hier credit and banking system. < 

Mr: Speaker, I will not detain you now, -by gi- 
ving you an account of the English national debt, 
which is more. than all the dray horses in her king- 
dom could draw in dollars. Her eclesiastic estate, 
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lords—spiritual and temporal—her monarchical 
department, &c. T: : 
I have. never heard of the powers of Europe 


being combined but once, and that was -to put 


Buonaparte down,-and England was in the combi-. 
nation; and Buonaparte would have whipped. the 
whole concern, had it not been for the treachery of 
Some of his officers.. .But this is not the first time 
in the-history of our politica! and legislative ser- 
vice that we have had England offered to as as the 
proper model of a Government. The argument 
is a Tory and a Federal argument. . It is the same 
that was used by the Tories during the Revolu- 
tionary war.against the Patriots. It was that ar- 
gument that prolonged the war for many years, 
and increased all its hardships—the loss of thou- 
sands of lives, and the destruction of millions of 
property. It is an argument that true hearted 
Americans never want to-hear. It is the argument 
that was used by the Federalists and Tories at the 
formation of our Government. The very man 
who introduced the English banking system into 
this country, [Alexander Hamilton,] said that the 
British Government was one of the most splendid 
fabrics on the face of the earth. Itis the same ar- 
gument that was used to establish the alien and se- 
dition laws, thai brought disgrace on our free insti- 
tutions, infamy upon the memory of our Govern- 
ment, and placed a foul and everlasting stain upon 
the American statute book. 

It is the same argument that was used to prevent* 
the repeal of the same odious laws; it is the same 
argument that was used to prevent the election of 
the distinguished statesman, philosopher, and pa- 
triot, Taomas Jerrrason, by whom Federalism was 
routed, “horse, foot, and dragoons,” for a time, 
the Censtitation restored to its original principles, 
and many who were imprisoned in loathsome and 
pestilential dungeons by the alien and sedition laws 
were restored to the light of heaven and the bosom 
of society. It is the same argument that was used 
against the declaration of our second war for inde- 
pendence, though- our. seamen had been pressed, 
our navy disgraced, our commeree assailed, and our 
national flag dishonored. It is the same.argument 
that was used by the same Tories and Federdilists 
against our rejoicing in honor and gratitude over 
our national victories, which was regarded as a 
sin, inasmuch as the war. was “an unjust and an 
unholy war. It. is the same argument that was 
used to justify the treasonable practice dayly ex- 
ercised, of giving comfort and aid to our enemies, 
and of denying aid and. munitions of war for the 
relief of our suffering frontier. It is the same ar- 
gument that was used to cheat the people out of 
their Republican President, fairly elected in 1824, 
in violation of the principles of our Constitu- 
tion, our free institutions, and the sacred rights 
of the elective franchise. 

It is the same argument that was used to prevent 
the election of General Jackson in 1828, and urged 
with double energy, because he had thrashed the 
red coats of their beloved England on the plains of 
New Orleans. But- the argument: was unavailing. 
Jackson was elected; the Augean stable was swept, 
and the rolling tide of Federalism was thrown back. 


It is the same argument that was used to prevent. 


his re-election, and to renew the charter of the 
United States Bank, by which it was intended to 
merge the pecuniary interests and political liberties 
of this country in British capital and British power. 
But the people met the argument, put down the 


Bank, and redeemed the country, by the re-election i 


of General Jackson. Itis the same argument that 
was used against the confirmation of Martin Van 
Buren as Minister to the Court of St. James. He 
was rejected because he was a little too much given 
to the institutions of his own country, and a litle 
too much opposed to the institutions of England, 
whose praises we have heard sang in such loud and 
long strains in the discussion of this question. Itis 
the same that was used: to prevent the election to 
the Vice Presidency of the same distinguished and 
talented individùal; and the same that was used to 


_ prevent his election to the Presidency.. It is the 


same that was used to prevent the election of 
RicuarD M. Jounson to the seat he now occupies 


in honor to his patriotism, his services to his coun- 
4 


æ 


her entails, her rotten. boroughs, her. tythes, her- 
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try, and the-scats that cover his body received inper 
defence; and the duties-of- which he discharges with 
so much ability, credit..o himself, and advantage to 
the country, andthe satisfaction. of: those over 
whem he- presides.. ` : va An aaah See a 
In short, sir, the glories and.-splendor: of Eng 
Jand is: a. standing argument. with a certain party 
against every thing proposed- to: advance the inte- 
rests of this country, to establish on a-dirmer. basis. 
our..free- institutions, or to spread- broader. an 
wider the. principles of Democracy... The-enemies 
to Democracy and. this Administration, are. daily 
singing praises ~to.-their Whig: victories: bright 
prospects of glory await them... You may see them 
in groups-by night and .day-.ccngratulating -each 
other and the Federal party; on the success. that 
awaits their toils-in the Federal field for their 


‘promotion, the. success of the Federal . party 


and the establishment of. Federal principles.- It 
requires: but little stretch of- the imagination to 
see them with their leader [H. Cray] parceiling out 
the spoils, and assigning stations to the “command- 
ing officers from their first general to their. fourth 
coporal, But, sir, disappointment awaits them, 
still disappointed hope must be. their lot for a time! 
Yes, sir, the little Duchman blockades their passage 
to glory. About the year forty he willagain move 
his wand over the heads of the American 
people, .and. their- hearts will beat in his 
breast; his patriotism, his- talents, his political 
integrity, his sound Democratic principles, and 
his . services to his. country. will rise vividly 
in the. recollection of every. -iover of. Ameri“ 
can freedom, and the Magician is again placed in 
the President’s. chair; while old Tecumseh’s claim 
to national gratitude will retain him in the posses- 
sion of his present situation, and the laurels thathis 
gallantry and dauntless bravery so gloriously won 
for him at the battle of the Thames will still 
adorn his memory. Sir, we have some struggling 
about currency; some is for one kind and some for 
an ther; some for a National Bank paper; some 
for local bank paper; some for shinplasters; some 
for all kinds of paper, so that it smacks of the 
beauties and glories of the British banking system ; 
and here and there we find one who is inclined to 
the. American constitutional currency, viz: gold 
and-silver. There may be some uncertainty how 
this game..may end, ‘and what the financial.cur- 
rency may eventually be; but I can: tell you;: sir, 
of one kind of currency we will have for, the next 
seven years. It is a political currency, signed by 
the magician of Kinderhook, and endorsed by - Te- 
cumseh of Thames memory. This paper,will:pass ` 
all over these United States; and it will not be like 
your common paper currency, five per cent. below 
par at New York; twenty per cent. below par at — 
New Orleans; fifteen per cent. at St. Louis, and so 
varying at every principal mart or seaport town 
in the United States. No, sir, it will be at-par at - 
all times and all places, and compared with its an- 
tagonist, paper will be at least 334 per cent. above 
par.. The Kinderhook paper will pass current with 
the Dutch, who deal.in nothing but sound currency; 
it will pass current with the: Irish, who are Demo- 
crats by nature, and it will pass current with allwho 
love freedom and equal rights; all who go in for the 
support of the Constitution, the defence of. our 
free institutions, and against the establishment of a 
British Bank upon American soil. 

Bat, sir, we have been told by the gentleman 


| from Maryland (Mr. Kennepy] that this bill con- 


tains a provision embracing the -principles of the 
Treasury Circular, which was. repealed but the 
other day by a large majority of both branches of 
Congress. Yes, sir, it contains such a provision in 
part. The Treasury Circular made a discrimina- 


‘tion in the: kind of currency that should be received 


in the payment cf land over a certain amount, 
(320 acres,) and the kind of currency that should 
be received from custom-house and.other officers-- 
the former being made payable in gold cor -silver, 
and the latter in the paper of ‘specie paying banks, 
This bill provides for the gradual collection of the 
whole Government revenue in the’ constitutional 
currency, and that is one of its most valuable fea- 
tures, as I think has already been shown. 

- The object of the Treasury or Specie Circular 
was to prevent the whole public domain from being 
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engulfed in the vortex of speculation. - Such was 
the rage for land speculation, that the poor and in- 
_dustrious man, for whose use the lands are really 
held in trust, who, when he purchases, purchases 
for the purpose of settling on and improving the 
land, to the advaacement of agriculture, the benefit 
of society, and the pecuniary interests of the State 
or Territory in which the land may lie—I say such 
was the rage for speculation, that the poor man, 
after travelling perhaps many hundreds of miles 
with his knapsack on his back, and his staff in his 
hand, for the purpose of purchasing a home for 
himself and his family, was not unfrequently com- 
pelled to return to his home without being able to 
make a purchase; or he was driven to the dilemma 
of purchasing second handed at a great advance, 
or taking land of an inferior quality. It was to 
remedy this evil that the Specie Circular was put 
in dperation—an evil which ought not to be tole- 
rated. Jt is an evil which no friend to equal rights, 
if he properly appreciates it, would be willing 
should exist. Itis an evil that I shall ever while 
I have a stand here oppose; and the specie provi- 
sion of this bill is well calculated to restrain within 
some bounds this evil, but not to the extent that it 
should. Ishall never feel satisfied on this point 
until I see the sales of wild land limited to the ac- 
tual setiler, and in amount to half a section. If 
this rage for speculation in the public domain is 
permited to go on unlimited, it will not be half a 
century until all political names and party distinc- 
tions will be merged in the feudal names of land- 
lord and tenant. Then we will have the beauties 
and glories of the British Government, indeed, to 
the satisfaction of a certain party, who are always 
singing hallelujahs to her. : 

One gentleman, [Mr. Prenriss, of Mississippi] 
in his praises of the banking system, stated that 
there was no real difference between capital and 
labor; and, between thé capitalist and the laborer, 
‘both enjoyed equal advantages from ¢apital; they 
were so intimately connected that they were the 
same. Well, this is very fine. Ifit is true, I sup- 
pose the capitalists will have no objection to ex- 
changing situations with the laborer; that he will 
give up his capital to the laborer; and all his lands, 
and houses, and chattel property, and introduce 
him into his parlor, upon his soft, brilliant, Turkey 
carpeting; give him the key to his costly sideboard, 
and the freehold to his rich wines, gold goleis, 
cut glass decanters, and his massy plate, together 
with his soft sofa to lounge upon; and he, the capi- 
talist, will enter the field of toil and sweat, and 
there labor from morning ‘till night, day after day, 
week after week, and month afier month, to the 
end cf the year, when he will find that he has just 
made, with all his toil, a scanty living to the end of 


‘the year for his family; and that the last scanty sup- . 


per that he and his family eats at the evening of the 
first year makes it necessary for him to be early 
in the field on the morning of the-second year to 
procure by his continued toil their next breakfast. 

hen will such an exchange as this take place 
think you? | It will be when the liou and the lamb 
shall lie down in peace together. It will be found 
thai there is a great difference between labor and 
capital; a greai difference between the comforts 
and happiness of the a ae 

“Kingin the parlor, counting up his money, 
The maid in the kitchen, eating bread and honey;” 

and the laborer, who too frequently, owing to 
some of our. monopolizing institutions, and une- 
qual systems, has to eat bread in sorrow, and fre- 
. qtenily gets but little to eat. 

ir. Speaker, I hope you will not infer from 
what I have said, that I am an enemy to the banks, 
or to the banking system, if conducted on proper 
principles. I know that the people of this country 
will have banks; perhaps the commercial interests 
of the country require that there should be banks, 


at least, of exchange and deposite, if not of dis- . 


count. But I see no necessity, justice, or political 
propriety, in keeping up a system of banking which 
has powers and privileges that have a direct and 
- wnavoidable tendency to make the rich richer, and 
the poor poorer, or that banks have. untramelled 
sway over the whole moneyed interest of the 
country, and control of the value of property of 
every descriptione 
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I am unfriendly to the system that puts-it in the 
power of banks to make money plenty or scarce— 
to raise the price of property a hundred per cent. 


par, at their will and pleasure, and benefit them- 
selves by the operation, at the expense of the for- 
tunes and happiness of the balance of the commu- 
nity; and such is the natue and tendency of the 
present system. I believe I voted for the incorpo- 
ration of most of the banks in Ohio, incorporated 
since 1828. I done so, not because I was in favor 
of the principle of banking, but because I was in- 
structed so to do.by those Í had the honor to repre- 
sent in the State Legislature, and because I thought 
the immediate interests of the country required the 
establishment of local banks at that time, at least 
in Ohio, for reasons which probably apply to other 
sections of the Union. 

‘I think it was between the years 1832 and 1834 
that the most of the modern banks were incorpos 
rated in Ohio. The people of the United States 
had determined, through. the ballot-boxes, in a 
manner and by a vote which. could not be misun- 
derstood, that the Bank of the United States should 
not be rechartered. The debts in the State due the 
branch ot Cincinnati, I think, amounted to near 
$2,500,000. I think our canal debt, about that 
time, was about $5,000,000. The branch bank was 
calling in twenty per cent. every sixty or ninety 
days, asthe case might be, and the interest on the 
canal debt had to be paid annually, in addition to 
keeping up the canal sinking fand. ; 

To support all this, as well as the necessary 
quantity of circulating medium for domestic con- 


the necessary and indispensable Government reve- 
nue—lI say, to sustain all this, there was (exclusive 
of the capital of the United States Branch Bank) 
only about four and a half millions of bank capital 
in. Ohio, one-third. of which: was domestic. . This, 
sir, is a general view of the finances of Ohio when 
her late. banks were incorporated. She was in an 
embarrassed situation, and it was to give her tempo- 
rary relief that the banks were established. It was by 
inviting foreign capital to the State, and to bring into 
activeuse the dormantcapital that was in the State, 
and to supply the place of the capital and circula- 
tion of the branch bank, which was about to be 
withdrawn from circulation and from the State, and 
to prevent a state of pecuniary ruin and desolation 
which had swept over the State of Ohio like a pes- 
tilence, that withered and blighted every thing liv- 
ing that fell within its influence, once before, (in 
1819) by the sudden curtailments of the branch 
bank at Cincinnati. It was to prevent a return of 
a calamity of this kind that the late banks were 
incorporated; and I'am happy to say, and itis due 
to them to say, they had the effect; they warded off the 
blow, until the State was relieved from her em- 
_barrassments by her own resources, by the eco- 
nomy and industry of her citizens, and the fertility 
of her soil. Although 1 am opposed to'some of the 
privileges these banks possess—believing, as I do, 
that they are contrary. to the spirit of our free 
institutions, and dangerous in their tendency to 
| equal rights—yet I shall never regret the part I 
took in their establishment. 
done some harm, but I believe they have done 
‘more good. I know that, let them: take what 
course they may, or terminate in what evil they 
will, they never can produce more evil than the 
winding up of the United States Bank would have 
produced, had they not have been established. I 
think the charters of the banks of Ohio, generally, 
expire by their own limitation in 1843, I am no 
enemy to them. I hope they may be permitted to 
live out their days in peace, and that they may be 
permitted to enjoy, wninterruptedly, the benefits 
which their charters entitle them. to; and when the 
time comes for their renewal, if it is thought expe- 
dient to renew them, such restraints may be inter- 
posed as will secure equal justice to them and 
political and pecuniary- security to the State and 
the people. The intelligence and patriotism of the 
people will provide for the times;. they will do 
wiar is right and gust for the country and the 
anks, 


above its value, or reduce it twice that sum below - 


sumption and: the ordinary exchanges, as well as | 


I believe they have { 


The feeling which I have expressed in relation 
| to the banks of the State which I have the henor, 
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-in part, to represent, extend to the banks of other 


States, so far as such a-feeling. is necessarily. ¢on- 
nected with my representative duty'as a member of 
the American Congress; © ©. peers y 
We have heard another objection.to this mea- 
sure, and I- give the gentleman from Mississippi 
{Mr. Prentiss] credit for’ his candor in “Openly 
making the objection: . I like such honest,- anso» 
phisticated candor. . . ile ies 
His great objection rests upon the fact that this 
is an Administration. measure.’ It “is alone. safi- 
cient to call down all his hostility and opposition, 
that it comes.from the Administration. Yes; sir, 
and I suspect that this is the. great, pinch: with 
some other gentlemen, if they «would be. candid. 
“This measure smacks of Democracy; there:is some- 
thing wrong about it; it comes from an Adminis- 
tration elected by the people; an‘Administration, in 
every possible way identified with the people, and 
an Administration solemnly pledged to carry: out 
the will and the wishes of the people to their best 
interests. Yes, sir, there is where the shoe pinches. 
If it had been a measure of-the banks, in: place of 
the people’s Administration, the gentleman would 


: have better understood it, and been ready and- wil. 


ling to have appreciated its importance. Sir, we 


-havé heard an almost incessant torrent of abuse 


againt this and the preceding Administrations; and 
most of this abuse has’ been poured forth upon: the 
devoted heads of the Administrations.‘for carrying 
out measures which. have originated with the 
people, or’ which the people have. expressly 
required them to carry. out. Do gentlemen 
reflect, that.in denouncing this Administration in 
such unmeasured terms, and the measures which 
they are bound to carry out, they are calling in 
‘question, not only the ‘political capacity, of the 


‘people: to elect their .representative and executive 


officers, but also their qualifications to judge of the 
propriety and necessity of measures in which they 
have a right to instruct, and to call their officers to 
an account at the bar of public opinion if they 
disobey? ‘Sir, there has been no man in this House 
at whose hand the Administration has received 
more abuse than the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. BELL} There is no man who has’ more 
violently assailed and opposed every leading mea- 
sure of the Administration than he has-—as well 
measures that have originated with this. Adminis. 
tration as those that fell to itto- carryout that had 
their origin with» the last Administration: Such a 
course I did not expect from him.. I eame here 
expecting a different course. If I were asked, what 
is the greatest qualifications in a statesman, I would 
answer, patriotism and virtue. What would you 
require as evidence to establish in your mind those 
qualities in any given statesman? I would. say, 
consistency must be one of the evidences. 

Mr. President, I hold-in my. hand a pamphlet 
containing a political speech, made by. the gentle- 
man at Vaxhaill Garden, in the State of Tennessee 
Sir, I will not detain you to read extracts from his 
speech, whenever and wherever they. occur favora- 
ble to General Jackson’s administration, and té.the 


measures of a leading character which that admi- 


nistration was bound to carry out. Let it be suffi- 
cient for me at present to say, that. his. speech 
abounds in eulogy toJackson’s administration, and 
in strong and powerful appeals to- the. prople 
of Tennessee to carry out his leading measures. 
He tells the people of Tennessee in subsiance, 
that General Jackson is soon to retire from office, 
and that the welfare of this Union, the preserva- 
tion of the great leading principles (Democratic) 
of the party and the highest interests of Ten- 
nesee, require that Judge Ware should be General 
Jackson's successor. Judge Ware has always 
been a firm and decided: supporter. of General 


Jackson, a Jeffersonian in principle, No man was 


more. thoroughly acquainted with the leading mea- 
sures of General Jacnxson’s administration than 
was Judge Waite. I was delighted when I read 
this speech. I expected to-find in Judge Waits 
and the gentleman two devoted friends. to the 
Administration, (now. that’ Judge “Waire. had 
failed in his election, and no longer a candidate,) 
but what was ny surprise.when I came: here; to 
find the gentleman himself, and Judge..W nite. also, 
the most violent opposers, not only of the. Admi- 
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nistration, but of all the importa 
menced in the late Administration; dad which: this 
Administration stands pledgedto carry out! . ‘The 


party, the Administration; the measures of the Ad- 


- ministration, the honorable Speaxen, and even the 
retired patriot of the Hermitage, have been: alike 
the subjects of the gentlemen’s abuse. Yes, sir; 
the honorable Speaker, whose situation places him 
beyond the power of retort and defence, without. a 
¥iolation of the dignity and character of his station, 
the dignity and dHaracter of the body over which he 
presides, and the dignity and character. of the. na- 
tion for which they legislate—I say, even his situa- 
tion has not secured him from the gentleman’s 

buse, although his tongue has been tied, and 
his hands bound. Nor, sir, has: the bleached 
head and withered form of the’ ‘retired in- 
mate of the Hermitage- been sufficient to secure 
him from the outpourings of slander and detrac- 
tion. His palsied hand and tottering frame, to- 
gether with the recollection that the tooth of Time 
has been wasting him for seventy winters, admo- 
fish him that the sun of his day has sat—the death 
bell of three score and ten begins to rinigin his ears, 
and the clouds of eternal night begin to thicken and 
darken about his pillow, yet his enemies are unwil- 
ling that he should cease to be the subject of base de- 
traction; and even his fellow statesmen and one of 
his followers and political disciples is found to be 
the foremost and most unrelenting in persecution, 
still holding the poisoned cup of slander to his 
quivering lips, even to the outpouring of the last 
dregs of bitterness and bonds of iniquity. : 
The gentleman and Judge Write had always 
been supporters of General Jackson and of the De- 
mocratic principles, or at least so professed to be. 
All the constitutional principles recognised by the 
Democratic party, from the commencement of the 
Government to the time they left the Democratic 
party and the people’s administration, they pro- 
fessed to support; such as financial ‘economy, and 
‘strict construction of the Censtitation;-hostility to a 


National Bank; legislation eonfined te the actual | 
wants of the people, and within the limits ‘of the : 


Federal Constitution; opposed to extravagant ap- 


propriations, or any other appropriations not war-. 
All these, and many. 


ranted by the Constitution. 
other principles of a like nature which characterize 
the Democratic party, and make up their code of 
principles, these gentlemen professed to believe in, 


and by them, in their political course, to be go-- 


verned; more especially political hostility to all in- 

stitutions that have for their object the establishment 

' of exclusive privileges, and unequal pecuniary and 

political advantages to a favored few-at the ex- 

ense of the many, and to the prejudice of our free 

institutions, that have for their object equal rights 
to all. ` ` oP 


But where do we find the gentleman [Mr. BELL] © 


now? Fighting with the Democracy and ‘the Ad- 


ministration, on whose flag is inscribed equal rights: 


to all? No, sir; the American motto, simple and 
short, “E pluribus unum,” has no charms for him; 
he goes the royal banner, bearing the inscription of 
a British bank. “Is the gentleman exerting himself 
now to prevent the necessity: of incorporating a 
National Bank? Is he now exerting himself, with 
the Democratic party, to establish a sound, consti- 
tutional currency, which has ever been a favo- 


rite measure with the Republican party and the: 
supporters of the Constitution, and always opposed : 
by the British bank party? Is he now engaged in: 


sustaining all those principles, in ‘short, that have 
for their object the seeurity of justice and equal 
rights between citizen and citizen, and to prevent 
Government encroachments upon any? I hope 


his private feelings may justify an ‘answer in ‘the: 


affirmative to all these interrogatories; but: his: 
speeches, votes, and the party with which he is act.. 
How willthe gentleman account: 
for the-extraordinary. position he occupies, and the: 
course he is pursuing? . Has he left the Democra-: 


- ing, will not. 


tic party, or have the Democratic party, consisting 
of more than two-thirds of all the people-of the 
United States, of men, women, ‘and children, with 
all the long and well established Democratic prin- 
-ciples and practices that have existed from the 
. commencement. of the Government to this time, 
left him?. One or the other must be the case; ‘and 
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vmeasites dom- 


-almost beyond Divine power. 
‘the gentleman will not. driye his friends to the di- 


- comes to the Capitol, and does not require the Capi- 


which ‘is: most credible; according to our under- 


standing of men and things? À 
_ When the gentleman goes to a good comfortable: 
fire on a cold. winter evening, and gets one side 


~ warmed, does he turn round to warm the other, or 
| does he sit still, his chair ona pivot, and cause the 
‘fireplace, chimney, house and household, to be 
turned round? . When the gentleman feels disposed | 
‘to discharge his representative duties, does he come 


to the Capitol, walk in with hatin hand, take his 
seat by his desk as other members do, or does he 
cause this magnificent pile of noble and grand ar- 
chitectures surpassing any thing of the kind in the 
world, to be carried tò him? Lastly: does this 


‘world turn round on itsaxis once in twenty-four 


hours, by which night is produced, so well suited 
to the repose of the wearied creation, and by which 


. the morning sun is made to rise to cheer the busy 


world; or does the sun travel round the world to 
produce these desirable effects? Certainly the former 
is most natural, as well as most credible; more in 
accordance with the well-established. prineiples of 
astronomy. In the first proposition, the surface of 
the earth would have to move but 24,000 milesin 
twenty-four hours. This distance is astronomi- 
cally credible, within the pale of human under- 
standing, perfectly. finite, and within our compre- 
hension of divine power. But, by the second pro- 
position, the sun would have to move in: his. orbit 
an incredible distance; let us see how far, sir. The 
sun is, in round numbers, 95,000,000 of miles 


from this earth; a. great distance, but this is but- 


one-half of the diameter of the circle of the orbit he 
would have to perform: the whole diameter would 
be 190,000,000 of miles. This is a greater dis- 
tance, and almost incredible; but it is but one- 
third the distance of the cycle. The whole dis- 
tance would be three times the diameter, which 
would be 570,000,000 of miles, which the sun 
would have to move in the space of each twen- 
ty-four hours—a distance incredible; a distance 
almost infinite, a motion of velocity beyond 
the: capacity of human comprehension, and 
I hope, sir, that 


lemma of believitig what. is incredible in itself. I. 


hope he will agree, and permit his:. friends. to be- 
lieve, that when he takes his seat by the: fire on a 
cold evening, when. he gets one. side warmed he 
turns the other to the fire, and does not require the 
fire to be turned to the cold side; that when he is dis- 
posed to give his‘attention to his official duties he 


tol to be taken to him; that when it pleases the Al- 
mighty to produce, through his Divine goodness, 
the pleasing, useful, and delightful changes of day 
and night, he causes ‘the world to move round its 
own- axis osce in twenty-four hours, in place of 
causing the sun to move round the world; and that 
the gentleman has left the great Democratic party, 
and that it has not left him. 

Mr. Speaker, I have seen some service in the 
political wars. Ihave been an attentive observer 
of political men and political measures. I have 


read some history, (not much.) Ihave seen some ` 


deserters from the Democratic standard, some trai- 
torsto the Democratic cause and the Democratic 


“party, and the result of. my experience in this mat-- 


ter is, that all-the tracks of traitors go from the De- 
mocratic standard-——none directed towards it. Of 
all the tracks that I have seen, the- heel is towards 


| the Democratic standard, and the toe towards the 


Federal Bank standard. -I suppose pecuniary 
avidity accounts for this singular fact. I suppose 
it proceeds from the same principle that induced 
the children of Israel. to desert the standard of 
Moses, (although witnessing and enjoying the daily 
manifestation of Divine. goodness,) and bow down 


än ‘humble adoration to Aaron’s golden calf; for, 
-sir, Democracy has nothing to pay her troops with: 
“put patriotism and love of country; but her dissen- 
ters, those who can sing hosannahs to the Bank, 
ean be accommodated with “honorable facilities.” 


`I find by what little history Ihave read,. mankind 
is the same in all countries, at all times, and in all 
Governments; and such is his depravity, that -his 
civil, moral, and religious obligations constitute 
put frail ligaments, when attacked by the ‘ shears 
of the fatal sisters, Ambition, Avarice, and Power” 


TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 
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` mowsand: base’ character that is more abominable 


she human heart, that is : 
treachery. If there is any ‘one crime of. anin 


it is 


ie 


that another io’ the ‘sight’of God and: man 
treachery. If there ‘is ‘any’ one infamous 
that more deserves the curse’ of ‘the’ Almighty’ an 
the universal execration of man than anothe i 
treachery. The best men- that ever lived, and 
bound society together, have been brought toinfamy, 


‘the-stake, and the guillotine, by treachery: Even 


the Savior of mankind was brought to an infamous 
death and the cross‘ by the treachery of one -of his 
own disciples. Kingdoms, Empires, and Republics 
have been. prostrated,- subverted, and brought to — 
ruin and “annihilation, - by treachery, ‘There has 
been no Government or pariy of a Goverment 
since the first dawn of civilization and political 
organization, but has been. cursed and tortured with 
tra:tors. : i £ 
There is no one who cries louder for the liberties 
of a eountry than a traitor, and that, too, frequent- 


-ly when thé vilest plots may be ripe in’ his heart 


for execution. Patriotism and economy: dwell 
upon his lips, when foul conspiracy, despotism; and 
extravagance rankle in his heart. ` Prostration of 
the Government, the downfall of its free institu- 
tions, and the degradation and poverty of the peo- 
ple, are. watchwords and cardinal maxims with 
him, so` that ‘he can thereby obtain the rule, and 


sway the sceptré. Carthage had her Hanno. When 


the brave Hannibal, at whose approach the lofty 


‘Alps bowed, and the rivers, as it were, dried. up, 
planted the Carthaginian standard on: the’ plains 


of Canne, and one victory seemed but to 
make way for another over the arms of Rome, 
until the very walls of her city shook, and her 
citadel trembled; it was. under circumstances so 
honorable to the arms of his country, that Han- 
nibal despatched his brother Mago to Carthage 
with the news of his greatest and: last victory, and 
at the same time, to demand succors, in order 
that he might be enabled to put an end to the war. 
Mago, being arrived, made in full Senate a lofty 
speech, in which he extolled his brother’s exploits, 
and displayed the great advantages he had gained 
-over the Romans. And to give a more lively idea 
of. the greatness of the victory, by speaking, in some 


_ measure to the eye, he poured out, in the middle 
“of the Senate, a bushel of gold rings, which had 


been taken from the fingers of such ef the nobility 
as had ‘fallen in ‘the ‘battle of Cann... He con- 


‘eluded’ with demanding money, ‘provisions, and 


fresh troops. ` eee 

Hanno, who headed a faction opposed to Hanni- 
bal, and opposed to the war with Rome, said that 
the exploits of which Hatinibal boasted so much, 
were wholly chimericat and imaginary. “I have 
cut to pieces (says he, continuing Mago’s speech) 
the Roman armies; send me some troops.” ‘* What 
more could yeu ask, had you been conquered?” 
“I have twice seized upon the enemies’ camp, 
(fall, no“doubt, of provisions of every kind,) send 
me provisions and. money.” “Could you have 
talked” otherwise, had you lost your camp?” 
“What must have been the surprise. of every one 
whose hearts beat in gratitude for Hannibal, and 
in: patriotism for Carthage, to hear one of her Se- 
nator’, in‘the face of his country; attempt to blight 
the ardor of -so successful a General, and dis- 
honor her armies inthe face of the -world? 
Such was ‘the fact. Here we have an instance 


`of vile treachery in the person of Hanno, who 


would prefer to see the whole expedition against 
Rome fail; the proud ‘and terrible name of Car- 
thage sink, her victorious arms disgraced, and her 
proud fame wither and wilt, rather than that Han- 


` nibal, towards whom hë was inimical, anc of whom 


he was jealous, should succeed in subduing Rome. 


“Sir, Ihave not time to specify particular instances 
“of treachery in the several Governments ofthe 


oldworld. “But history informs us that the orators 
who were loudest, most eloquent, and apparently 
most zealous, in protecting and defending the libere 
ties of Athens; were easiest seduced and the soonest 
bribed to the standard‘ of Macedon by the gold of 
Philip. mis ; 


Sempronius, who had declared for the standard 
of Cato and for the patricians of Rome; was loup- 
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esh aad most boisterous against Cesar when in the 
Senate at Utica; and in the presence ef Cato, such 


were his outward displays of patrietism and zeal- 


Sor the cause of Cato, that he would -shake the 
Benate walls with denunciations against Ceesar; 
and yet all his patriotism dwelt upon his lips. 
Foul treachery and infamous conspiracy saturat- 
ed his heart, and every secret moment was used 
with. Syphax, the Numidian general, and his 
partner in treachery, in preparing his troops to 
fy to the standard of Cæsar, and drench the 
streets of Rome with the remainder of the patri- 
cian blood. Sir, in honor of my own country, 
J would conceal the fact that America has had, 
and I am afraid now has, her traitors. Did not 
the history of the vile Arnold spread far and 
wide over the civilized world; and the name of 
Aaron Burr, not less to be abhorred, but which 
still lives in. infamy in our own recollections, 
and to the disgrace of some who survive him, 
has had his biographers, his adherents, anà his 
enlogists! : Ni 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the Independent Treasury 
scheme will become a law; I hope. so, because I 
think the highest interests. of the country require 
it—I. mean every interest connected with trade 
which requires the establishment. of a sound cur- 
rency, I think it of vast importance to the banks 
that it should become a law. I would be at a loss 
to know what better to recommend for their inte» 
rest, and Iam in possession of letters from presi- 
dents and cashiers of banks, and intelligent mer- 
chants, sustaining the in this opinion. I think 
the preservation of the Constitution and the sove- 
reignty and independence of the Government re- 
quires that it should become a law; and lastly, a 
Jook upon the establish:nent of the Independent 
Treasury, as the only means of preventing the esta- 


dlishment of a National Bank which I would look , 


upon as the greatest calamity that could befall this 
nation and this people. 
——— ee 
- REMARKS OF 
MESSRS. CALHOUN AND: BUCHANAN, 


In Senate, June 28, 1838—On the amendment of 
thé latter to the bill introduced by Mr. WEBSTER 
_in relation to the deposites of the public money. 


Mr. CALHOUN arose and said: 

I shall vote against the amendment of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bocranan,] in 
the first instance; and, if that should fail, vote 
against the bill itself. Tam opposed to both, and 
prefer things as they are, to either; but, if one or 
the other must prevail, I would rather see the bill 
succeed than the amendment. I prefer the bill, 
among other reasons, because it comes from the 
proper quarter—from the responsible party. We 
who are in favor of the Constitutional Treasury 
(for that is the proper name) have done all we 
could to effect our object; all have been defeated 
for the present. We have already made all the 
concessions consistent with the great and constitu- 
tional ground of ‘separating Government and 
banks, which we have pledged ourselves to mnain- 
tain. In order to effect this most important object, 
and to avoid the possibility of a pressure in carry- 
ing it through, we proposed to effect the separation 
gradually and slowly, through the long period of 
-seven years. But, notwithstanding this liberal 
concession, we have been defeated on a vote, 
going directly to the merits of the question, by a 
small majority. Our defeat has shifted th« respon- 
sibility. It is admitted on all sides that »omething 
ought. to be done, and that the revenue ought not 
to be left under the mere discretion of the Execu- 
tive. We, who are for the separation, have met 
the responsibility fairly and fully, by proposing 
what we believed to be the proper remedy, and 
have failed; and it.now belongs to these who have 
defeated us te propose theirs, or to stand responsi- 
ble for the continuance of thè present. staté of 
things, to which all sides are opposed. Our Go- 
verament, it must be remembered, is very dif- 
ferent from that of Great Britain. - There- the 
responsibility is. wholly on the ministry, which is 
foreed.to retire on a defeat, or to dissolve Parlia- 
ment, dnd make a direct appeal to the People; but 


according ia pHa nsineintes of our Government, all 


are responsible; with this difference only, that the 
Executive, who is charged to administer the Go- 
vernment, is bound to recommend, in the first in- 
stance, the measure he deems proper, which, if it 
fails, throws the responsibility to find a substitute 
on those who have defeated his recommendation. 
In this case I am for-leaving the responsibility 
where reason, and the forms of our Government, 
place it. 
ing this responsibility, has brought forward this 


bill; and although I cannot, in conformity to. my - 


principles, give it any support, yet with these 
views -of the two measures, other considerations 
being equal, I should prefer that the bill should be 
adopted rather than the amendment. 

There is another view of the subject which 
raises strong objections ia my mind to the amend- 
ment. Coming from the quarter it does, it is cal- 
culated to distract and confound the friends of the 
Constitutional Treasury, though I feel confident it 
was not so intended. I do-but justice to the mover. 
in saying, his declarations and - votes, when 
not instructed, have been uniform and steady in 


‘favor of this great measure of reform; but it is 


not the less certain, that the measure he proposes 
must have.an-unhappy effect. It cannot be dis- 
guised that the real issue is between the Constitu- 
tional Treasury—that is, that the Government 


should collect and keep, by its own officers, the ` 


revenues in the currency ef the Constitution, free 


from all connections with private corporations— - 


and a NationalBank. This is the real issue that 
divides the people and their representatives. 
There are, indeed, a few respectable individuals 


who are in favor of the pet bank system, and still | 


fewer in favor of special deposites; but they are too 
few to make a party, or to be taken into the esti- 
mate. «It is desirable on all ‘sides that the real 
issue should be seen, and that the people should 
prepare to meet it. It is indeed.a gréat issue, in- 
volving a great revolution in our social condition, 
and the fate of our free institutions. The proposi- 
tion of a special deposite system, coming as it does 
from a friendly and prominent quarter, cannot but 
tend to confound the friends of the Constitutional 
Treasury at this critical moment, and excite dis- 
trust and suspicion. It illy accords with the lofty 
position that we have sustained, I will say, with such 
triumphantand unanswerable arguments, and which 
have done so much to brace and prepare the pub- 
lic mind to meet this mighty contest; and in this 
case I cannot but regret the move as very unfortu- 
nate. If thereever was a move that required in- 
flexible firmness, and when the least giving way 
was hazardous, it was this. Our cause is: good. 
We have truth, reason, justice, and the Constitu- 
tion on our side; and these, if the cause be firmly 
and manfully maintained, must in the end prevail. 
I have never yet seen a good cause, supported as it 
ought to be, fail of success. In this case I always 
dreaded the onset. I saw the power of the opposite 
side sustained by the almost undivided banking in- 
terest of the country, and knew how imperfectly the 
question at issue was understood by the country at 
large; while, at the same time, I clearly perceived 
that such was the solidity and strength of our cause 
at bottom, that if we could resist the first onset 
without. being utterly overwhelmed, victory in 
the end, if we stood fast, was inevitable. Well, 
we have met the first shock; and though defeated, 
so far from overthrown, a few more votes would 
have carried the cause triumphantly through both 
Houses. We have now only te stand fast till the 
people shall come to the rescue of the Constitution 
and our free institutions; and come they will, with 
an overwhelming rush, when they come to. under- 
stand the trae character of the issue, if we, whom 


“they have appointed to stand-sentinels, do not de- 


sertor betray our trust. Thus regarding the cha- 
racter of the struggle, I would have a-strong repug- 
nance to vote for the amendment, coming from the 
quarter it does, even if I thought much more favo- 
rably of it than I do: fe Ace 

But, independent of these considerations, T can- 


“not give it my support. I consider it ef itself much 


more objectionable than the biil. The adoption of 
either would restore the pet bank system; but the 


latter, in-a much more objectionable form; as will 


be manifest on a comparison of: their respective 


The Senator from Massachusetts, feel- ` 


_ should have understood his course. 


-out any legal restrictions or. limitations, as i 


provisions. ‘They both propose to make the banks. 
the depositories of the public money, and to collect.. 
the revenue in bank notes. The essential differ. 

ence between them, and the only essential. differ-, 
ence, as I shall show, is that the amendment pto- 
poses to repeal entirely. the deposite: act..of 1836, 
as far as it relates tothe banks, and the bill to.te-, 
tain it, with, some, but not very important modifi-. 
cations, which it is net necessary to enumerate. 
The difference, then, is this: if the: amendment, 
prevails, we shail have. the pet bank syste ; 


prior to the passage.of the deposite act of 1836; and _ 
if the bill prevails, we shall have it with all ‘the re~ 
strictions and limitations which that act provides, ex- 
cept, as I have stated, a few not important modifica- 
tions. The repeal of the act would give the Executive 
the right to select what banks he pleased, and asmany 
as he pleased, to keep the public money; to. dismiss 
them at his pleasure; to establish what regulations 
he chose; and to bestow or withhold favors at. pléa- 
sure; in. a word, would place the whole under his 
unlimited will and discretion. Such would be the 
case, if the amendment should. .prevail. On the. 
other. hand, if the bill should, the selection, the dis- 
missal, the regulation, the duties to be performed, 
and the compensation to be.paid for the use. of the 
public funds, would all be under the control of Jaw, 
instead of being left. to Executive discretion. Iam, _ 
said Mr. Č. opposed to discretionary power; and 
when forced to decide between a system òf deposite 
regulated by law, and one left to discretion, must 
prefer the former, though decidedly opposed to both; . 
and mu-t, therefore, vote in the first instance 
agains. the’ amendment, and, should that. fail, 
agains: the bill itself. a l 


. Mr. BUCHANAN said, he would not enter up- 
on a general discussion of the question; but the re- 
marks which had just been made by the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. CALHOUN,] rendered.a 
brief reply from him absolutely necessary. He 
wished to place himself in the position. he desired 
to occupy before the country, in relation to this 
amendment; and that too, so clearly and distinctly,, 
asto preventallmisrepresentation. This was a duty 
which he owed to himself, especially as the rémarls 
of the Senator, and from first to last, showed that 
he had entirely mistaken the whole. tenor and ef- 
fect of the amendment. Indeed, if.he had never 
read it at all, he could not have been less acquaint- 
ed, than he seemed to. be, with its provisions. ` 
Mr, B. regretted that the Senator had prefer- 
red. the bill of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Wesster,] to. his: [Mr. B’s] amend- 
ment; and his astonishment was fully equal to his 
regret. After all he had said against the deposite 
bank system, and in favor of separating the Go- 


-vernment from banks, Mr. B. could not have añ- 


ticipated that hé wonid prefer the bill of the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts, which was a perfect 
preforation of that very systém with.additional pri- 
vileges, to the ‘amendment, which would. effect an 
entire divorce of the Government from all banks as 
general depositories. Had the Senator determined 
to vote first for the amendment, and then after its . 
insertion to vote against the bill as amended, I 
At present, it. 
appears to me to be perfectly incomprehensible. 
The Senator commences by stating that as we 


-have been defeated on the Suk-Treasury bill, which 


was our. favorite measure, that therefore’ we are 
not bound to propose any other mode of collecting, © 
keeping, and disbursing the public money.. That 
this defeat has thrown the responsibility. entirely 
upon the Opposition; and. it has thus become their 
duty, and is no-longer ours, to propose ‘measures 
for this purpose." cae 

Now, sir, what-is: the plain. meaning of this pro- 
position? That these to whom.-the people of this 
couniry have entrusted the administration of their 
Government shall abandon ‘this trust altogether, 
when they find that. a majority in either House of 
Congress have refused to adopt the measure which 
they had recommended—that they shall then fold 
their arms, and appeal to their enemies to introduce 
some other measure. . We. cannot. discharge our 


| duty to the people by pursuing any such course.. 
-We cannot abandon 4 


n the helm without disgrace, 
we have been defeated in our favorite mess 
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we ought, without deserting our principles, to re- 
sort to another. The great, the leading object is 
to separate the Government from the banks as ge- 
neral depositories, and thus-to prevent them from 
trading on the public money. Keeping this great 
principle steadily in view, it is our duty to adopt 
any measure likely to obtain a majority, which will 
secure the public money, and place it under the 
guard of laws. It will not do for us to say to the 
people, you shall take the Sub-Treasury, or you 


shail have nothing. Such a determination is op- 


posed to the genius of oar institutions. The Pre- 
sident of the United States, although as great a 
friend of the Sub-Treasury a3 any of us, did not 
agree in opinion, on this point, with the Senator 
from South Carolina. Although, in his message 
at the commencement of the session, he strongly re- 
commended the adoption of the Sub-Treasury system; 
yet he suggested an alternative—a second choice. 


It is upon this suggestion that I have acted, and - 


my amendment has been framed in strict conformi- 
ty with it. I need not again read to the Senate 
what the President has said upon this subject. We, 
as friends of the Administration, and I esteem my- 
self as good a friend to it as the Senator from 


South Carolina, cantiot shift tlie responsibility - 


from ourselves to our political opponents, by telling 
them that becatise they have rejected our favorite 
méasure, the duty devolves upon them to propose 
a substitute. Suppose they refuse to do it, shall 
we stand still, and leave the country to suffer? We 
can only relieve ourselves from our responsibility, 
by presenting every reasonable measure; and if 
they choose to reject them all, we shall then, and 
then only, stand acquitted before the country; and 
they will then, and then only, be held responsible. 
he Senator from South Carolina says he is op- 
posed to the extefision of Executive discretion. So 
am I. One chief object of my amendment was to 
limit, not to enlarge, Executive discretion, and to 
prescribe, by precise’ law, the duties of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in relation to the public mo- 
ney. This amendment was ‘prepared with great 
care, and after consultation with some of these who 
pest understand the subject. I hail two purposesia 
view. One was to direct the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury in what manner he should dispose of the bank 
notes which he might receive in payment of the 
public dues; and the other, to produce an entire se- 
paration of the money of the Government from the 
business of the banks. I thought the amendment 
would accomplish these two objects; and - yet, 
strange and wonderful to tell, the Senator prefers 
the bill of the gentleman from Massachusetts, be- 
cause my amendment, ashe says, leaves every 
thing to Executive discretion, and restores the Pet 
. Bank system without any limitation whatever. I 
have never been more astonished in my life than 
when I heard these objections to the amendment. 


What, sir, this amendment a return to the old. 


Pet Bank system, to use his own phraseology, when 
it declares in So many words that no bank notes 
shall be placed; “either on general. or special de- 
posite,” with any bank whateyer! This single pro- 
vision entirely severs the connection between the 
Government and the banks, as general deposito- 
ries, which had been created by the deposite act. 
It renders it impossible that the banks:shall ever 
again trade upon the public money; and -yet the 
Senator has declared that, should it prevail, it will 
be'a restoration of this very system. without any 


limitation whatever. It is impossible to argue 


against such statements... In order, however, to tear 
up this system by the roots, my amendment pro- 
poses to repeal the deposite law altogether, which 
he so much condemns; and yet, notwithstanding, he 
argues strenuously against this repeal, and says its 
effect would be to leave the public money entirely 
to Executive discretion. ‘This might have been ths 
consequence, had I been guilty of the folly of at- 
tempting to destroy one system without substituting 
another. That is not the case. The two first sec- 
tions of my amendment prescribe clearly what 
shall be done with the public money, between the 
time of its receipt and its disbursement. It is to be 
kept in the hands of the collectors and receivers, 
and is to be disbursed by them during fixed periods, 
not exceeding sixty days; and the balances remain- 
ing on hand at the end of these periods are to be con- 


be placed on special deposite, to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, in the vaults of 
such banks as may. be selected by the Treasury 
Department. 
upon the Department to render these deposites spe- 
cial, in the strictest seuse of the word, and tocon- 
fine the banks to the mere safe-keeping of them, in 
the furm they are delivered. The vaults of the 
banks are to be substituted ‘for the private houses of 
the collectors and receivers, as places of greater 
security. In substance, this is the very same pro- 
vision, in regard to special deposites of specie, as 
that contained in the Sub-Treasury bill, which re- 
ceived the-warmest commendation of the Senator. 
Under that bill, in every- portion of the Union, éx- 
cept the six places where there are mints, or where 
receivers “general were to be establishs4, the public 


_ money, in specie, was to be placed in such banks 


‘as the Secretary of the Treasury might select, on 
special deposite. And yet, after all, the Senator 
prefers the bill of the Senator from Massachusetts 


‘tomy amendment, . He prefers the old Pet. Bank 


system, with new privileges, to a system which will 
keep the Government money in the hands of Go- 
vernment officers, untilit shall accumulate to such 
an amount as to render it insecure;-and afterwards 
place it, in.gold and silver, on special deposite with 
the banks, precisely according to his favorite plan. 
The Senator even says that the bill is greatly supe- 
rior to the amendment. : 

And what is this bili? It is not only a revival of 
thë old deposite act which he so much abhors, but 
an extension of its provisions to embrace all bank- 
ing associations which may hereafter be established 
under the general banking law of New York, and 
under similar laws of other States, which may be 
passed hereafter. Nay, more: it repeals every re-. 
striction, and directs the employment of all banks, 
notwithstanding they may have issued, or shall 
hereafter issue, notes of the very lowest denomina- 


tions. - j 


Now, sir, it is certain -thar the bill of the Senator 
from Massachusetts cannot pass.. I would, there- 
fore, ask him, as an enemy of Executive discretion, 
whether-he will consent to go home and leave the 
whole revenue of the United States in the hands of 
the Executive, without any legal provision what- 
ever, unless it maybe in regard to deposites made 
with the few banks which have not forfeited their 
right to become general depositories? This is. the 
question. Asa friend of my country, and a friend 
of the Administration, Iam unwilling to pursue 
such a course. i 

We shall then have no law except the act of 
1789, which 1 have shown on a former occasion 
was wholly inadequate to meet thecrisis. It mere- 
ly provides that the Treasurer shall receive, keep, 
and disburse the public money; and was evidenily 
intended for the infancy of our institutions, and for 
hard money alone. But under the joint resolution 
of 1816, as-soon as the banks shall resume specie 
payments, nearly the whole of the public revenue 
will be received in bank notes, or, what is the same 
thing, in drafts on banks. _ What is the Secretary 
of the Treasury to do with these notes and drafts? 
Wilkyou leave him without the protection of any 


law upon the subject? His position will be most | 


embarrassing. If he demands gold and silver from 
the banks to meet the wants of the Government, 
this will be denounced- as an abuse of his discre- 
tion, and as an evidence of hostility to these insti- 
tutions. Should he keep a mass of bank notes on 
hand, and any of the banks become insolvent, and 


thus the Government sustain loss, he will be loudly - 


condemned for favoritism towards them. If, in 
the exercise of a- sound discretion, he call upon 
some banks to redeem their notes in specie, and not 
upon others, this will be considered as proof of 
guilty partiality. Let him do what he may, he is 
equally certain of censure. As a man, desirous to 
maintaining a fair character with my countrymen, 
I would not accept the office, of Secretary of the. 
Treasury, at the present crisis without any law to 
guide me, for the wealth of the Indies. Charges 
will be echoed and re-echeed, by the enemies of the 
Administration, against the Secretary, from every 
portion ofthe Union, for the purpose of driving it 
from power. Ought any of its friende to place it 
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verted into specie, and, for greater security, are to 


Every necessary power is conferred © 


in this situation? Ought the present state of things _ 


|, to continue until. the session of ..1839, 40? Befere_ 


tiat period, we cannot entertain the most remot. 
hope of passing the Sub-Treasury “bill... Ought we 
to attempt nothing, because we-cannot obtain. every. 
thing? Th- country. will never sanction the princi- 
ple advanced by. the Senator from Sonth Carolina, 
that because we have tried one measure and failed 
in it, that therefore the reaponsibility of introducing 
another will devolve exclusively on the enemies of 


-the Administration. 


What shall the Secretary of the Treasury do 
with this mass of bank paper, after it shall have 
been received in payment of the public dues? My 
amendment answers the question in a plain and 
satisfactory. manner. He shall pay. out the bank 
notes, by drafts on the collectors aad receivers, to 
the public creditors, who may bona fide elect to ace 
cept them during periods of sixty days; and at the 
end of these periods; the collectors and receivers 
shal: make settlements with the banks whose notes 


they. hold, and the balances shail be converted into 


specie, and placed with the. banks on special depo- 
site. Should the security. of the public money at 
those points where the largest amounts are cellected 
require more frequent settlements, the Secretary is 
authorized to direct them to be made. In all cases, 
this would be much more liberal than the rule of 
the old Bank of the United States, which required 
weekly settlements with the Stat banks. At these 
séttlements, the banks would receive credit for the 
Treasury. drafts in their possession, and the balance 
would be struck and converted into specie. That 
this would not operate with too much severity upon 
the banks, I have shown in the remarks which I 
made when I offered the amendment.. * 

This amendment removes all Executive discre- 


| tion except what is absolutely necessary from the 


naiure of the subject; it prescribes a precise. rule of 
action which would be known to the whole coun- 
try, and it shields the Secretary of the Treasury 
under the laws of the land, to which we all must 
submit. It substitutes the law of Congress for the 
will of the officer; and if this law be fairly obeyed, 
all complaints against the Administration. in rela- 
tion to the use of the pablic money must cease. 
But the Senator is opposed. to my amendment, 


‘because it will bewilder and confuse the public 


mind, in relation to the issue preseated to the peo- 
ple between a Bank of the United States and a Con- 
stitutional Treasury, limited in.its ‘receipts and: its 
disbursements to gold and silver. ` Now, sir, in my 
opinion, this amendment, even if. it had no other 
merit, ought to prevail; because it is the best, if not 
the only means by which we can reach this Con- 
stitutional Treasury. Great’ and fundamental 
changes in the settled policy of a people, unless un- 
der extraordinary circumstances, can only be ac- 
complished gradually. The public mind must first 
be prepared to adopt them. For this reason, it ap- 
pears to me unwise to refuse to make any advance 
towards our object, because we cannot reach it at 
one bouad. Public opinion, I firmly believe, is al- 
ready prepared for a separation of the money of 
the Government from the business of banks. My 
amendment completely accomplishes. this purpose. 
It divorces Bank and State; and provides a distinct 


„and independent mode of keeping the public money, 


such as has been suggested by the President, and is 
already to a certain extent practised by the Trez- 
sury Department. Let us take this first, this im- 
portant step; and wait for better times to. accom- 
plish the remainder. The Senator himself was in 
favor of proceeding gradually. Under his amend- 
ment to the Sub-Treasury bill, we should have 
been eight years in reaching exclusive specie re- 
ceipts and payments. 

Upon the whole, I flatter myself that as the 
Senator has most certainly misapprehended my 
amendment in every essential particular, he will 
upon reflection, change his opinion, and give it a 
preference over the old pet bank system, which the 
bill of the Senator from Massachusetis proposes to 
re-establish. ; a + 

Mr. CLAY then addressed the Senate in opposi- 
tion to the amendment, and in reply to Mr. Gar- 
noun; after which, 

Mr. CALHOUN said: I rise to notice some re 
marke of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crs¥,) 
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intended tó représent me asa partisan of the Ad- 
ministration. J have no fear that they would have © 
the least possible effect within: the limits of these 
walls, where my course is well known: and under- 
stood. I confidently- appeal to every Senator. pre- 
sent, whether my acts and votes, on all occasions, 
have not been in. strict conformity to principles 
which I have been known long to entertain. Not 
an instance can be pointed out to the contrary. 
But though the Senators declarations will be 
harmless here, they may not be so- beyond these 
walls, where they were intended to have an effect, 
if I should remain silent; and it is only on that 
account I notice them. 1 am no partisan of any 
man, nor any Administration. I am free to act on 
all-questions according to my unbiassed judgment, 
unembarrassed by party trammels. I concur with 
the Administration on the great question of the 
Constitutional Treasury, and have, and will conti- 
nue ‘to give them, so far as that is coticerned, a 
sincere, decided, and hearty support; and shall 
stand prepared to support or oppose. whatever 
other measure they may propose, just as it may, or 
may not, accord with my: ‘principles and. views. of 
policy. I-hope they may give:me many opportu- 
nities to. support, and few: to. oppose, ‘them. Ir is 
my fortune to stand here alone, looking to no other 
guide in the discharge of my.duty but God and my 
conscience. Iseek neither office nor popular favor. 
'The Senator asks me if I belong to that sectional 
party in the South, which he intimates has views 
not very friendly to the continuance of the Union. 
He was not very explicit in his reference. If he 
means the party there which has -stood up for 
Southern rights and interests—the party opposed to 
the Tariff and his American System, to unequal 
and excessive duties and appropriations, the party 
opposed to Abolition, and in favor. of the direct 
trade—l am proud to say that I do belong to that 
party; but, if he refers to any party entertaining 
views or feelings hostile to the Union, T have.only 
to'say I know ‘of no such party there, nor do-I be- 
long to any. such: a ` 
“ Providence (Mr. President) has pleased to cast 
my lotin the weakest and most exposed séction of 
the Union; and I have, and shall continne to. de- 
fend itas far as my abilities go, against all op- 
pression and uncowstitutional acts, without regard- 
ing how it may affect my popularity and standing 
in other quarters. Nor, in doing this, am I in the 
least actuated by a feeling of hostility towards this 
Union, or any section of the country. I defy my 
most bitter enemy to point out any act of injustice 
or oppression towards any other portion of» the 
Union, that Ihave ever countenanced, unless, in- 
deed, resistance to injustice towards my own should ` 
be considered. injustice towards. other. sections, 
which might be benefitted by it.. So far from hos- 
tility, I have been governed by directly the:opposite : 
motives—by a deep and an abiding attachment to : 
the Union, and the most anxious desire to preserve 
it and its integrity. “Our Union rests on justice—on ` 
the equal distribution of its advantages and bur- 
thens. So long as that is preserved, there is no: 
danger of the Union; while, on the other hand, if it: 
be habitually and permanently disregarded, nothing - 
can preserve it. He knows nothing of the human: 
heart, or the working of a political system extend- 
“ed over so wide a country, who.does not- see “that ||} 
“there must’be a constant tendency on the part of 
the'stronger portion to monopolise all the advan-: 
tages for itself, and to transfer all its burihens: to 
‘the weaker. Nor is he. less ignorant, who does. 
not see that -such a ‘tendency -mu-', in ‘the. 
end, prove. fatal to the ‘Government, if not: 
steadily “and successfully resisted. It has 
been my fortune to see and act on these principles, - 
and in doing’ so T have been governed not only by 
a sense of justice towards those whom I represent, 
„and the portion of the-country to which . they be- 
long, but by deep devotion’ to. the interest of the: 
whole Union. ‘The’Sehator seems to take a diffe-' 
rent view. He would’ seem to regard resistance: 
_‘to wrong as hostility to the Union, and the-support 
-pf aggression as the means of: ‘preserving it- He: 
habitually confines his censure to those who op-: 
spose oppression, without ever raising. bis voice: 
~ against ihe oppressor. Tain, however;-gladto see: 
“that he goes- hot entirely deny the truth pf the prin- 


-very „briefly to.do..- The .Constitutio 
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take a stand.and lead against the fanatics. , We 


losing attachment to the Union, at jeast on the 
Abolition question; but if we may .do it in that 
case, | would ask why we may not also against the 
Tariff and American System, and other oppressive’ 
measures to which the South has. been opposed? 
Why shall it be justifiable in the one and not in the 
other case? . 

` The Senator thinks I have been too stern and un- 
compromising in my opposition to the fanatics, and 
that its effect has been to increase their number: 
He would take a more compromising course. . He 
would have gpened the doors of this chamber to 
their admission, and reasoned the.case with them, 
whether we had a title to our -property or nof 
Without adding a word, I leave those interested to 


judge which of the two- courses is the safest.and 


best. ae 

‘~The Senator regards the defeat of the Consutu- 
tional Treasury billin the other House, as a com- 
plete overthrow, and raises. the -shout of victory. 
He greatly mistakes. It is but a skirmish at the 
commencement of a conflict, which is destined to 
last for years. The cause of the struggle is too 


deep to terminate with the first onset; and so far : 


from being discouraged by the slight. defeat. which 
some half a dozen of votes would have.turned -into 


a victory, I feel-a renewed assurance of final and | 


complete triumph, if we but stand..fast.. What I 


always dreaded, as I have said; was, the first. shock. . 
I never doubted, if it could:be resisted, a final and ; 
glorious triumph awaited:the cause. we.advocated. | 


‘We have now met.the first shock; and, so far,from i 


being overwhelmed, we have been.defeated: by only : 


afew votes. -Time is now working -for-us. . The 
discussion is gone: to the community. ‘Truth and 
reason are on our side. Our arguments neither 
have, nor can be, answered; and time and refec- 
tion only are wanting to give them their full effect. : 
The people are roused; and their attention is in- 
tensely directed to the subject, which will notfail to ; 
tell hereafter. : i 
In the mean time, the difficulties on the opposite , 
side will soon begin to present themselves. They | 
have thus: far had.the easy task of being the assail- 
ants, but the very victory, of which they boast so 
much, throws the responsibility on them, and will 
compel them to move; and let me tel] the Senator, : 
when he comès to bring forward his gigantié scheme 
of blending into one the General :and-State Go- ` 
vernments, and uniting the two with the -great: 
capitalists of the country in his fifty million bank, 
with the view of controlling the currency and in- 
dustry of the country. When, in a word, he comes 
to rear up his bank monarchy to govern. the country :' 


: with despotic sway, he will begin to find his trouble. : 


He will find itno easy task to fix on-the-seat.of its 
empire, and place the despot on-his throne; and `: 


whenever he attempts it, let me tell him, instead of: 


a slight defeat of a few- votes, as we have expe- 
rienced, he will be overwhelmed with a Waterloo. 
overthrow, from which he and his cause. will-never 
recover. : 


REMARKS OF MR. GARLAND, 


OF VIRGINIA, ; 

In the House of Representatives, July. 2, 1838, in - 
-Gommittee of the Whole, on the Harbor bill. 
The motion pending being to amend the. bill by ` 
making an appropriation to purchase the stock of: 
the Louisville and- Portland canal. : 
Mr. GARLAND said that he did not rise for the 
purpose of discussing the particular merits of the 
‘amendment proposed, but to express his opinions’ 


upon this subject generally, which were in opposi-: 
- tion to the bill, and the whole. system of. internal! 
improvements by this Government. £ 
had not before had:an opportunity tostate his.objec- 


He said: he: 


-tions.to this system, .which he- now proposed: 


no’. power. to .the.. Federal ~ Government.. to. 
invade: the -territorial . jurisdiction. of. any. 


may then oppose aggression, I suppose, without | 


a eRe rag A oe ate 


| State, at : the expense of its... sov 
It can acquire no right. of property. or pe 
jurisdiction over the soil in the States; 
then the States were not sovereign, but h 
right of property at the discretion of this Gove 
whieh would constitute this a consolidated 
preme Government over all the power and 
tion of the States, -The powers expressly 
ed to this Government, were the only power, 
this, Government could exercise; an 


tion over ‘Navigable streams; one jurisdiction could 
not attach to water, and another to the soil which it 
covered; jurisdiction of the one was jurisdiction of the 
. other, and the establishment of ports of entry could 
not confer. jurisdiction: The argumen 
in favor of constitutional power from the és 
ment of ports of entry was utterly fallaciow: 
if.true, would subject. every ‘stream. in A Stie 
the control and jurisdiction of this Gover méni 
this. Government possessed this power 


Toads, and s 
all. the vali 


Wale pad 


ble jurisdiction, 


which it could exert, get firm footiug in th 
_and-its ultimate absorption of all the valuable pov 
ers of the States was inevitable. wigs BES 

. It was said [said Mr: G.] that this bill only 
‘appropriations to complete: works already 
Sir, said he, this had been the practice fi 
foundation of the Government, ‘and there w 
“Wwayssome unfinished works on hand, and, itsee 


ment! What limit is there, or what app 
its judgment? None whatever! “Whatren 
a State if the power be indiser 
None! The plain solution of: the prop 

„that, although this Government cannot enter into a 
single State, and construct public‘ works, yét, by 
running through two or more States, it can exercise 
the power, and run through the whole, ‘oras many 
States.as it pleases, without any limit or control. . 


It is only necessary to dub.it “national,” and the 
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are. exposed. 


weight; yet it was true, i deve : 
the impropriety of departing from it. :: He said he. 


should vote against this, ashe should eyery other.: 


biltof like character; be would vote -for. the im- 
provement of a harbor really within the national 


jurisdiction, but if gentlemen choose tọ „hang so- 


many dead weights upon it, “he must vole against 
it, He would not vote'for.a host of ‘wpconstita- 
tional works to save.a constitutional onè, 
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SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN “HOSTILITIES. 
SPEECH OF MR. GRAHAM, 


Or North CAROLINA., 


In the House of Reprerentatives, May 24, 1838—On. 
the bill making an appropriation to prevent and 


supptess Indian hostilities. 
„Mr. Caaiman: The bill 

proposes to appropriate money to prevent and sup-. 
press Indian hostilities. This appropriation. is 
asked, not to declare war against the Cherokee In- 
dians, but to prevent and suppress a protracted and 
blosdy war by them upon the white séttlements in 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, and Geor- 
gia. This objects meets my decided approbation. 
The volunicers and militia now called by. the Go- 
verament into public service for this specifie pur- 
pose must be supported and paid. A small portion 
of the Cherokee country laps on the southwestern 
part of North Carolina, and lies within the limits 
of the Congressional district which I have the honor 
to represent on this floor. Ihave no hostile feel- 
ings to the Cherokee Indians; my constituents and 
my State have no unkind feelings to them. Since 
the treaty cf Hopewell, in the year 1785, down to 
this day, the State of North Carolina has uniformly 
acted with jastice and generosity towards those Tn- 
dians;and my constitaents have respected theirrights, 
and dwelt in amicable relations on their frontier bor- 
ders. The treaties of 1817 and 1819, granting 
reservations of land to certain. resident Indians, 
were productive of much confusion and some liti- 
gation in North Carolina; still the Indians and.their. 
council were always well satisfied with the deci- 
sions of our conrts; for justice is ably and impar-. 
tially administered in North Carolina. to all classes 
and to ail colors. Aout one hundred Cherokee 
Indians, seven or eight years since, voluntarily. left 
their tribe, aud removed themselves.to a white set- 
tement in my district; and lam informed they,are 
temperate, orderly, and industrious, and dwell in 
peace among their white neighbors. I am further, 
informed, by late letters, that the Indians are now 
coming from all paris of their nation, and taking 
refuge in my district. I mention these. facts to. re- 
pudiate and repel all the unfounded, charges.of op- 
pression and. cruelty that have been hatched in 
sickly sympathy, and conjured up.in this debate, 
go far as they relate io me and mine, and to demon- 
strate that my district and State have at all times 
acted with justice, liberality, humanity, and mercy, 
towards the Cherokee Indians. Sore of the Che- 
rokees are more civilized and cultivated than any 
other Indians with whom I am acquainted;:still the 
great body of their tribe are cruel; savage Indians; 
and God forbid that I should eyer. surrender my 
country and forsake the white people for the red 
race, 6 

Tn the year 1835 the Cherokee chiefs sold by 
treaty all their lands east of the Mississippi river 
to the United States, for the gross. sum of five mil- 
lions six hundred thousand dollars, ($5,600,000,) 
and agreed, on or before the 23d day of May, 1838, 
to remove west of the Mississippi river, to an ex- 
tensive territory allotted to them by different com- 
pacts, and embracing, by computation, thirteen mil- 
lions eight hundred thousand acres of land. . It is 
now alleged here in debate that this treaty is fraudu- 
lent and void, and that the ‘appropriation now de- 
manded to execute it, and preserve the peace, ought 
to be withheld or suspended until we pronounce 
that treaty fair or foul, good or bad. ` 

Mr. Chairman, I hold, and now contend, that the 
Constitution of the United States has conferred upon 
the President and Senate, alone and exclusively, 
the treaty-making power, This branch of Congress 


He knew, he said, this was old.fash-. 
ioned Virginia doctrine, and would have, but litile.. 
and time would. develope. 


now under discussion 


sin a protracted and -perplexing controversy with: 
: France. 


: the Constitution has erected an impassable barrier 
: between us and the treaty-making power. 


: tional shield in..defence of the ground I assume, 
| yet I will proceed and show, I think, -to the. satis- 
| faction of all unprejudiced minds, that thé Chero- 
| kee.treaty of 1635 was fairly made, upon a full 
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-has nothing to.do in. making.or unmakin 


‘and, in pursdance.of. that. very; ower, so vested, 
‘this House, two. years since, made an appropriation 
: of five millions six hundred thousand dollars to.exe- 


one hundred and twenty-five members voted for the 


‘to vote againstit. This treaty, therefore, was made 
and ratified by the proper parties to whom the 
Constitution committed this high trust, and was so- 

-lemnly approved, iñ appropriating the ways and 
means for its execution, by a large majority of the 
_representatives, of the people.. It hasgnow become. 
the supreme law .of the land, and both State and 

. individual rights are vested under it. The contract 
is.no longer executory, but in part actually executed, 
and hundreds of Indians have. received thousands 
of dollars and removed tothe far western wilderness, 

under its. bountiful . provisions. I could not if I 

* would, and would-not if I could, overthrow and 

demolish it. . 

The very question. involved in this ‘treaty, and at 

: present.under investigation, was solemnly decided 

by both branches of Congress, about two years. ago, 


France then delayed and declined. to per- 
form her treaty. stipulations and obligations with 
the United States. What then did this House say 
to the “law’s delay and the insolence of office?” 
“The answer was unanimous : we will stand upon 
our constitutional rights ; we, will not look back, 
beyond or behind the treaty.. The French case is 
analogous and parallel to the Indian case; it de- 
cides it. We cannot now look back, behind or be- 
yond the Cherokee treaty, solemnly made and rati- 
fied by the President and Senate. We cannot 
rightfully get over it, under it, or around it, because 


Mr. Chairman, although. this treaty is a constitu- 


consideration, and ought to be fairly and truly ex- 
ecuted; thata more beneficial and liberal treaty 
was never made with any tribe; and that-no real 
and sincere friend of the Indians should wish to see 
it abrogated, nullified or violated. Now, sir, to the 
law and-to the testimony.. The most intelligent 
and influential Cherokee chiefs are quite rich, (the 
owners of valuable lands. and slaves,) and they 
have become so by the frequent receipts of annui- 
ties and appropriations from the General. Govern- 
ment, while the great mass of the tribe are poor, 
very’poor, miserable creatures. The chiefs and 
head-men are generally white Indians—not-red In- 
dians. By white Indians I mean those who have 
more of the white man’s blood in their veins than 
they have of the Indian stock.: John Ross, the 
principal chief, is seven parts white, and only one 
degree Indian. Mr. Chairman, are you acquaint- 
ed with the Indian character and customs? If you 
are, you know they..repose implicit confidence in 
their head-men. The law of their nation is the 
will of their head-men.. AU the treaties of the Uni- 
ted States with the Indian. tribes have been made 
with-their chiefs. - The Cherokee Indians have, for 
a number of years, had serious difficulties with the 
State of Georgia; and, to add to their misfortunes, 
they also have had bitter internal divisions among 
themselves. The chiefs and tribe have split into 
two formidable parties. . Amidst these difficulties 
and dissensions, John Ross and his party, delegates, 
in the year 1835, came to Washington, and offered 
to sell all the Cherokee nation east of the Missis- 
sippiriver, for the gross.and lumped sum of twen- 
ty millions of dollars. This proposition was prompt- 
ly rejected by the President (General J ackson) as 
being too extravagant and enormous, and very far 
beyond the real value. of the land. Ross and his 
associates then addressed a note in writing to the 
President, reminding him “ that he has often remark- 
ed, that he would grant the Indians as liberal terms as 
the Senate, or the friends of the Indians, would be wil- 
ling to allow; and he.asked that his proposition 


appropriation, while only forty-three could be found. 
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MOLASSES: Dg g treat e5. 
: This. House has. the rightful ahd constitutional: 
‘power over. the purse, and money-of the: people;. 


_eute and fulfil this treaty, Yes, sir; the journal of, 
: 1836, which is now before my eyes, proves that. | 


t 


-were politically opposed’ to the. President 
| and his party then. made another. proposi 


might be submitted bythe. President to the Senate, 
_for their sense and opinion thereon.. In. this fishing. 
diplomatic note, Ross wishes the sense of the Senate. 
“to. be.ascertained and pronounced, but does nol pre-. 
mise to stand by. their: judgment... The. President. 
and his Secretary at War perceived tlie. batt on the, 
hook, and declined all idle children’s play. wit $ 
adrojt and skilfal negotiator. Let it be. borne if: 
mind, that at that time the majority of the Senate. 
_ Ross 
in of 


sale to thé President, and reference.of value to the 


| Senate, which I will read from their own words: 


Soe Fanavary 28, 1835. 
Sir: Having -submitted a proposition for a final 
adjustment of. our difficulties with the Government. 


| of the United States, and. understanding that, the 


President deems it too extravagant, we must beg 
that the subject be referred to -the Senate, for -its sense. 
on the. question, the’ President having often told us 
that he wasdisposed to treat us with liberal justice, 
and that. he would go as far as the Senate would 
allow him in. regard to money matters.. . ; 
We therefore trust he will adopt this course. 
Being extremely desirous that this unhappy. con-. 
troversy’ might be : speedily. adjusted, and deeply- 
sensible of our dependent condition, and confiding 
in the liberal: justice of ‘the United States Govern- 
ment, we are. prepared,:so far-as we are concerned, 
to abide . the, award of the sense: of the American. Se- 
nate upon: our proposition,.and to recommend ihe same 
for the final determination of our nation. : 
We have the honor to be, sir, : 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t, humble servts. 
JOHN ROSS, 
R. TAYLOR, 
DAN’L McCOY, . 
SAML GUNTER, 
WM. RODGERS, - 
Lewis Cass, . . 
Secretary at War. ‘ 


The Secretary at War (Gov. Cass) answered the 
letter I have just read, as follows: ni 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 
Marck 6, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN: In your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
you stated your readiness to accept for yourselves, 
and to recommend ‘to “the Cherokee people- to ac- 
cept, such sun for their claims east of the: Missis- 
sippi river as the Senate of the United States might 
deem just. The Senate have, by a resolution, 
stated, a» their opinion, that “a sum not exceedidg 
five millions of dollars should. be paid to the Cherokee 
Indians for all their lands and possessions east of the 
Mississippi river.” j = 

The President wishes now; as he has always 
done heretofore, to treat with you in a spirt of can- 
dor as well as liberality. He has, therefore, di- 
rected me to communicate to yon at once, ‘the. reso- 
lution of the Senate. and to state his willingness to 
enter into a negotiation with you for the cession 
of all your claims east of the Mississipp, upon 


To the Hon. 


| condition that- the whole amount of the considera- 


tion to be given shall not exceed the above men- 
tioned sum.. This you were before informed should 
be done, and the pledge will be redeemed with 
fidelity. 

Jam nos ready to receive your propositions con- 
cerning the various stipulations to be imbodied in 
a treaty for the protection of private rights, and 
for such arrangements as may be necessary for the 
removal and and re-establishment of your people. 

Very, &e. 
Messrs. Jons Ross, LEWIS CASS. 
R. TAYLOR, 
Dan’t McCoy, 
Saw’i GUNTER, 
Wn. RODGERS. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, here is a proposition, on 
behalf of Ross and his party, so far as they were 
concerned, to abide the award of the American 
Senate in relation. to the value of the Cherokee 
country; the President directly acceded to that 
propesition, and communicated the matter in dis- 
pute to the Senate, and referred the value of the land 
entirely to that enlightened body. They took the 
„subject under consideration, and decided and de- 
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clared, by resolution, as their opinion, that a sum 
not exceeding five. millions of dollars should be 
paid to the Cherokee Indians for all their lands 
and possessions east of the Mississippi river. Ross 
and his party further agreed and undertook to re- 
commend to their nation to make a treaty for such 
sum as the Senate’s award should fix and designate. 
Here is a fair contract, (dictated by Ross himself,) 
founded on @ high and heaping price. Now, how 
has this promise been performed? How has this 
contract been executed?’ The President, through 
his Secretary, immediately -notified Ross and his 
party that he was ready to negotiate the treaty for 
the. aggregate sum of five millions of dollars, to 
be in full for the entire cession; but the application 
of the money would be such as the chiefs desire, 
a just regard being had to individual rights. 
John Ross, learning that five millions; and not 
twenty millions of dollars, had. been fixed and 
awarded, as the consideration of bargain and 
sale, suggesied many excuses, and pretended that 
the expenses and costs of removal, subsistence, 
and so forth, were to. be added, over and 
above the five millions; and that he must: return 
directly to.the Cherokee nation, to arrange and ad- 
just all the details and specifications, and take the 
sense of the Indians, before he proceeded to con- 
summate the treaty. He left this city, and went 
home; not to recommend, but to oppose, the treaty, 
on the basis and value pronounced by the Senate; 
and he has opposed it from that time to this day, 
and used and exerted all his power and influence to 
defeat it. Ele procured a great meeting in council 
among the Indians, at Red Clay, and prevailed 
upon them (both the Ridge party and the Ross 


treaty was signed generally by the Ridge party, and 
by William Rodgers, one of the Ross“delegates, 
who agreed to abide the award of the ate; and 
he faithfully redeemed that pledge. The treaty of 
New Echota was sent by the President to the 
Senate, who knew the whole history of this matter 
from beginning to end, and they approved and 
ratified it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have shown you that. 
Ridge and his party were equally authorized by the ` 
tribe with Ross to make a treaty; and they did ac- 
tually execute one, for six hundred thousand dollars 
more than the Senate (as referees) said the country 
was worth; and still Ross refused to sign it. Here 
you perceive this treaty was indeed signed by one 
party, (the Ridge party,) and it was solemnly 
agreed, in writing, to be signed by the other party, 
(the Ross party.) When the Senate of the United 
States advised and conseñted to the ratification of 
this. treaty, they acted upon the well-known and 
long-established principles of a court of equity, so 

far as John Ross and his party were concerned: 
“Those who ask equi y must first do equity.” 
“The court will consider that done which ought to 
have been done.” That Ross and his de‘egates, 
having expressly given their assent by previous 
submission and award, were bound in conscience 
to abide by and execute the treaty. A chancellor, 
upon these facts, adduced and attested in a court 
of equity, would have directed and decreed a spe- 
cific performance of the original agreement, and 


to the Senate’s award. ; 
The advocates and apologists of- John Ross 

charge fraud in the execution of this treaty. Specu- 

lation, declamation, and denunciation, have each 


pany) to co-operate and unite in rejecting the treaty 
e had solemnly promised to recommend for their 
adoption. He then had eighteen commissionsrs 
nominated and appointed, (nine from each party,) 
invested “with full power from the Cherokee people, 
in general council assembled, to make such treaty as 
may appear io them best calculated to insure the pre- 
sent peace and future prosperity of that country.” 
Here was absolute power conterred and vested in 
both parties to sell the Cherokee lands and execute 
a treaty. The President sent commissioners into 
the Cherokee country to coaclude and consummate 
the treaty, according to the Senate’s award. The 
rival chiefs soon terminated their amicable relations 
and harmonious action, and were again torn asun- 
der, and stood in hostile opposition to each other. 
You will hold in remembranee, when Ross was in 
Washington he pretended he could not negotiate 
the terms and details of the treaty there, because he 
wanted all specifications settled and arranged in 
the nation, for the satisfaction of the Indians; and 
when the commissioners went into the Indian na- 
tion, and announced the object of their mission; 
then he endeavored to evade and give the go-by to 
the whole subject, by iuforming the commissioners 
he could not negotiate and make a treaty there, in 
the Indian nation, but he would go back to Wash- 
ington and consummate the whole business. Thus 
you perceive Indian diplomacy bears the likeness 
and similitude of Reynard, who, when closely pur- 
sued, in his doublings and windings, strives hard to 
take the back track, and return to the place where 
the chase began: ‘The Ridge party, who were sin- 
cerely desirous to sell and remove, saw and knew 
this double dealing and taiking witha forked tongue 
must ultimately sacrifice ihe great body of the Che- 
rokee people, and they refused to accompany Ross 
and his party to Washington; and they resolved to 
make a treaty on the best terms they could with the 
United States commissioners, then in the nation for 
that purpose. . In this unhappy internal division 
and distraction of councils aud chiefs, John Ross 
and his delegation came off to Washington, while 
Ridge and his party (who were rendered by the na- 
ton coequal with the Ross party in all powers to 
gall) remained in their country, and concluded the 
treaty of New Echota, (or, in Engiish, the City of 
Refuge,) on the 29th day of December, 1835, on 
the basis of five millions of dollars, as awarded by 
the Senate, and six hundred thousand dollars more, 
to be given and paid for removal and subsistence went 
of the Mississippi river. The six hundred thousand 
dolar provision was conditional, and dependent on 
the subsequent approbation of the Senate, This | 


exhausted their vocabulary of hard words and 
harsh names, to stamp and brand this whole trans- 
action with iniquity and infamy; but härd words 
are not strong argument. Now, gentlemen, where 
is the bad faith? Where is the foul fraud? There 
is none on the part of the United States. Can John 
Ross, the complainant, who seems to excite and en- 
list the tender sympathies of so many honorable 
members of Congres:, say as much, and” say it 
truly? . No, sir; no. His word is not equal to his 
bond: his written promise is not equivalent toa 
treaty; and yet he imputes fraud to others: to. the 
President and Senate of the United States. For 
doing what? For acceding to his own proposition. 
He is estopped by his own act to make his aliega- 
tion. He is condemned ont of his own mouth, and 
that condemnation is written and recorded by his 
hand and pen. He is like an eagle, shot by an ar- 
row feathered from his own wing. This wily. chief- 
tain must not be permitted to play the game of fast 
and loose at his pleasure. Heads, he wins; tails, - 
we lose. Twenty millions, he’s fast; five millions, 
and he aint there. 

Mr. Chairman, this treaty is fair and ‘valid, and 
was made according to the long-established usage 
of treating with Indian chiefs. The amount of 
money (five millions six hundred thousand dollars) 
paid for the lands, possessions, and removal, is a 
very high and heaping price; and I do believe it is 
more than the country is actually worth. It was 
liberally bestowed and awarded by the Senate, sup- 
posing at the time it would make abundant satis- 
faction for the land and all injuries committed. 
This treaty not only rests upon a large and very 
liberal pecuniary consideration, but is founded on 
a most humane and benevolent policy and _philan- 
thropy. - The history and experience of every 
State in this Union abundantly prove that the 
white man and the red man cannot dwell together 
in peace, tranquillity; and équality. The Cherokee 
Indians are now surrounded by a dense white popu- 
lation. Their hunting ground is abandoned. Their 
pone is gone. They cannot convert the toma- 
hawk into. the ploughshare, nor the scalping-knife 
into the pruning-hook. Their home is in the 
wilderness; their delight is in the chase. Civiliza- 
tion and refinement paralyzes and destroys all. 
their faculties and energies, Some wild animals 
never can be rendered tame. You cannot change 
the order of nature. Yon- might as well expect’ 
the red man to change the color of his skin as his 
habits and pursuits. The Indian on the white 
frontier is a degraded, desponding, and forlorn — 


compelled Ross to execute the contract according 
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creature, He learns the vices, not the virtues, of 
civilized society. He is cheated by speculators, 
swindlers, and Shylocks. He is often left only 
with his blanket, his bow, and his arrow. The 
buffalo, the bear, the deer, and other noble game, 
which constitute. the chief food of nature’s noble» 
men in their aboriginal condition, have all ‘fled. 
from the soand of the wooedman’s axe, toward:‘the 
Rocky Mouatajns. Why, then,. not advise and 
assist the children of the wilderness to remove to.a 
new wild country, suited: to their: wants and condis 
tions of life? And there let them remain, in the 
full enjoyment and contentment of their own-hunt- 
ing groands and game, unmolested by the curiosi- 
ty of Yankees, and undisturbed by the cupidity of 
speculators. Yes, sir, I would build up on the 
Western frontier a Chinese wall, by Congressional 
enactments, between the white and red man, that 
the Indians might forever live there in security 
and peace. _ ee et 
The policy of the United States in removing and 
locating all the Indians west of the Mississippi 
river is a wise and humane, and life-preserving. po- 
liey. It had its origin with the lofty statesmen and 
enlightened. philanthropists of by-gone days, and 
was intended to save and rescue the Indian tribes 
from extermination and annihilation. Inthe thick 
forests and flowery prairies of the Western wilds 
their hearts will leap for joy in the manly’exercises 
of the hunter’s life. There they will roam. over 
nature’s gardens and pure streams, contented and. 
happy in the pursuits oftheir own chosen pleasures, _ 
- unannoyed by the frauds of the frontier, and uns 
corrupted by the vices of the pionesr. _ It has been 
said in this debate, by way of censuring the Govern- 
ment for its policy: Ifthe Indians are removed and 
- congregated on the Western frontier, they will unite 
and wage-war upon the United States, and devastate 
and depopulate the States of Arkansas and Mis- 
souri, Is this view of the case founded in fancy 
orin fac} Is it not a fancy sketch, which exists 
only in a diseased state of the imagination? How. 
ean fifteen or sixteen different ‘tribes, scattered in 
the wilderness from Texas to Canada, and speak- 
ing different. languages, having different habits, 
customs, and interests, unite and co-operate in one 
common waragainst the white people? It is-cer- 
tainly not within the range of probabilities; and it 
requires some effort-and stretch of imagination to 
bring it in the neighborhood of. possibilities; We 
might as well expect all the nations of Europe to 
unite and declare war upon us. The Indians will | 
have wars with each other; and they may, and oc- 
casionally will, have wars with us; but, in the na- 
ture of nations and individuals, there can be no 
concerted and united action of the various tribes to 
make hostite movements upon the white people. 
Mr. Chairman, the message’ of the President of 
the United States, and the accompanying commu- 
nication of his Secretary at War, just received by 
this: House, and proposing in effect to give the Chero- 
kee Indians two years longer for removal, meets my 
reprobation and decided condemnation. ftis ine 
discreet, unwise, and ill-timed; it isa giving way. in 
the very hour and trial of danger. What, sir, af- 
ter the President and his Secretary have ordered 
and sent General Scott and six or seven thousand 
troops into the Cherokee country, to preserve the 
peace and remove the Indians; after the militia are 
all gone, ant most enormous expenses incurred, 
and every thing ready for removal; then (on the 


very day before this treaty is to be executed} comes 
this unfortunate and most unwelcome message, 
proposing and pledging himself to use and exerthis 
influence to give two years longer for removal: If 
we have any Cherokee war, it will be justly attri- 
butable to this ill-timed and timid message of the 
President, and to the indiscreet speeches of meme 
bers on this flocr, in their blind devotion to John 
Ross and his party, while they are forgetful of the 
rights and true interests of the great body of the 
Cherokee Indians. 2, : 

Mr. Chairman, the plain ‘and patriotic people. 
.whom I have the honor to represent, entertain 20 
fears from the Cherokees; but they do dread and 
deprecate the necessity of killing the Indians. 


They. hope most sincerely, that the wise counsels of 
humane legislators, under the dispensation ofa 


merciful Providence, Will avert this melancholy cae 
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tastrophe and painful daty. Bur, sir, if the Indians 
once shed the white man’s blood,. and commence 
hostilities, then the die is cast, and the scene is 
changed; then the eagle-eyed and lion-hearted men of 
the mountains in North Carolina will snatch their 
rifles from the rack over.the mansion door, and go 
forth in defence of their-homes and hearths, their 


wives and children, and exterminate the revengefal - 


sava7e Indian, and leave not one behind to tell the 
tale of wo. Sir, this is a critical juncture among 
the Uherokees; the flash of one rifle may set that 
whole frontier in-a blaze. This momentous ciisis 
and unfortunate situation of the great mass of the 
Cherokee people, who have-been deluded and de- 
serted by. some-of their chiefs in this their day of 
affliction and distress, entitles them to the kind feel- 
ings and practical philanthropy of every one whose 
generous heart throbs for peace on earth and good 
will toward all mankind. ‘Those who oppose this 
treaty, and induce the Indians to believe they can 
remain where they are, know not the mischief and 
murder they may cause to be committed. .The op- 
position to this measure, though dictated by good 
intentions, is predicated upon. irrelevant evidence 
and mistaken views of fact; upon a total absence 
and. want of a familiar and practical acquaintance 
with Indians customs and character. ° 
feed upon the day-dreams of fancy, and delight to 
spin cobweb theories into the most attenuated ab- 
Stractions, may make a show of charity, sympathy, 
and humanity, but they never will administer to 
the real comfort and true happiness. of the human 
race. . 
Sir, I ttuly and anxiously desire that the officers 
and agents, whom the Government have selected 
and iħtrusted to perform this delicate and difficult 
task of removing the Cherokee Indians, may do 
their duty in mildness and mercy, and prevent the 
lan: recently acquired by treaty from being crim- 
soned with crime and drenched with blood. - 
i EL TS MNOS I 


SPEECH OF MR. DUNCAN, 
Or Unio |: : 
In the Housetof Representatives, Jüly 7, 1838—Qn the 
` bill making appropriations for, harbors, and in- 
reply to the speech of Mr. Bonn of Ohio. 

Mr. DUNCAN addressed the committee as. fol- 
flows: 

Mr. Cuairman: I am happy to have this oppor- 
unity 10 make some remarks in relation to. the 
financial policy adopted, and so. far pursued, by 
this and the late Administration. The bill now 
under consideration has been amended in the Se- 
nate, by striking. owt the’ appropriation of twenty 
thousand dollars for the improvement of the Cum- 
berland river within the limits of Kentucky and 
Tennessee. 

The geniieman from Kentucky [Mr. Witttams} 
says that this amendment was made in a certain 
quarter (meaning the Senate) for. a certain purpose, 
(I suppose to punish the people of Kentucky for 
not being more Democratic,) and to affect a cer- 
tain individual, [Mr. Cray.) This may all be, if 
we are prepared to suppose that grave Senators 
could so far forget their high stations as to make 
such paltry considerations an object of action in 
the discharge of their high functions and sacred 
duties. But I think we may find another reason 
for this jadicious and laudable amendment —a rea- 
son that has its foundation in patriotism and econo- 
my. The howl of extravagant. profligacy ` and 
bankruptcy has never been out of our ears since 
the commencement of the session until this time, 
and it will continue with the session. Yes, sir, 
that howl has cost the people more ‘money than 
would redeem the Treasury notes now. in circula- 
tion, which constitutes our present national debt. 
I say it was a regard for economy, and a desire to 
confine the appropriations within the probable esti- 
mates for the year, thatindueed the Senate to make 
the amendment in question. 

Sir, what base and sickening inconsistency do 
we witness here every day: a charge constantly 
kept up that the Government is bankrupt, and the 
best prospects of the counjry ruined, by a profi- 
gate Administration; when it is a well known fact, 
and the journals show it, that every measure of 
extravagance and profligacy is brought forward, 
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‘sustained, and carried through to a law, by those 
‘who are opposed to-the Administration, and who 


‘Those who | 


. canal about as mueh as:a cart wants a third wheel. 
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are constantly denouncing it for its profligacy. 
It seems, from the profligate and reckless course 


‘of the Opposition in worthless and extravagant ex- 


penditures, that bankruptcy of the Government is 
one of the means by which this Administration is 


to be brought into disrepute with the people, and | 
Whenever there is an attempt - 


finally overthrown. Y 
made at reform, it is denounced as demagogueieal. 


-Whenever there is an attempt made at economy. 
` and prudence in publie expenditures, the whele 


pack of Oppositionists who may have the most re- 
mete local interest, raise the howl that this attempt 
at economy is made for party purposes—to affect 
acertain State—to affect certain individuals—and 
to effect certain purposes. Yes, sir, although eco- 


; nomy dwells on the lips of a certain party, ex- 


travagance has its home in their hearts. -For the 
truth of this assertion, I refer you to the examina- 
tion of the journals of the last six or eight years; 
where on al! appropriations made that savor of ex- 
travagance, there will be found a large majority of 
the names of those opposed to this and the last 
Administration in favor of such measures, and the 
names of a large. majority of the members friendly 
to those Administrations* will .be found to be re- 
corded: against them. 


Sir, I hold up the journals which contain. the evi- 
dences of-what I say. I only ask mvestigation. 
Among the vast number of unwarrantable appro- 
priations, which have not time to notice specially, 
I ask your attention to one, only distinguished from 
the rest by the size of the sum. It is the appropria- 
tion made in the session of 1835 and 1836, for li- 
quidating the debt due from the District of Coium- 
bia to Helland, and for carrying out certain im- 
provements for which that loan was made. This 
entire appropriation amounted, I think, to one and 
a half millions. But let us inquire for what pur- 
poses this money was applied. It was applied 
first to the construction of a canal through the a- 
burbs ef your city, (Washington,) which needs a 


The ‘south side ef. the south wing of this eapitol 
faces the whole line of that canal.” It is. in view 
of every one who looks out of ‘one of the ‘south 
windows. I have been looking out for seven 
months, and I have yet to see the first boat disturb 
the stillness of its water. One is at a loss to know 
which to be most astonished at, the wicked- 
ness that conceived such unpardonable folly, ci 
the sterility of the soil through which. the canal 
is excavated, or the poverty and sterility of 
the country for’ whose benefit it 1s made. 
This canal is of Whig origin. The next 
extravagant and worthless appropriation of this 
money is for the construction of a turnpike road, 
made‘on the bank of the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca- 
nal. This road was made at great expense, and 
runs the extent of the District. The next is the 
turnpike road ranning parallel with the former. I 
am unable to draw tke distinction between the 
folly involved in the construction of each of those 
roads. The existence of the one completely super- 
sedes the necessity of the other, and both of but 
little use. The hill road seems to have been made 
to display the power of the-Federal Government to 
prostrate hills and fill up hollows, I eccasionally 
ride out in the evening for exercise. My riges 
have, some six or seven times, been en these roads. 
I generaily go out the bottom road and return the 
hill read. Ihave once seen a shackling wagon, 
drawn by two mules and a jack, (Demerara 
team,) so poor that one might hang his hat on their 
hip bones., This establishment was driven bya 
negro half naked, lame in one leg and blind of 
one eye. This, sir, is a specimen of the use made 
of what is called the bottom turnpike road; but I 
have never seen the first living creature on the hill 
road except the horseI rode. So much for for the 
roads—useless roads—I mean those that have come 
under my observation, which have been made by 
the people’s money, and, I undertake to say, in 
gross violation of their rights, if not in violation 
of the Constitution.” 

But, sir, the most profligate and extravagant ap- 
propriation is yet to be presented. It is the appro- 
priation for the Georgetown and Alexandria Canal 


“much of the sacred proceeds of toil 
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and Aqueduct. ` This canal is now under way. 
Is loeated on the bank -of the :Potomac—a canal, 
deep, still, and wide, (being tide water.) - Why, 
‘sir, what will your people say when they learn that 
half a million of their money-has been’ appropriat- 
ed for the construction of a canal ‘oh the. bank of 
the Potomac—a canal constracted-by the Almighty, 
as far superior to your pitiful effortas the majestic 
steamboat that rides upon its bosom is superior: to 
the contemptible packet that floats upon your. cà- 
nal? But, sir, for whose’ benefit has. this -vast ap- 


“propriation been made? For the benefit of the city 


of Alexandria. - It is almost incredible with those 
who have seen Alexandria within the last three or 
four years, that such an appropriation should be 
made for her—a city that seems to have the anger 
of God and the hand of ruin upon it—now desola- 
tion itself, and without thé most remote prospect of 
ever surviving. The almost total abstraction of 
trade from her port, the barrenness and. poverty of 
the soil that surrounds her, must ever. prevent her 
from being revived. Nothing can save her from 
final prostration and ruin. _ In haifa century from: 
this time, there will hardly be a standing monu- 
ment of art for the tooth of time to operate upon; 
and yet it was for the benefit of these tottering re- 
mains of a city that this vast and expensive work 
has been undertaken, and to finish it must take 
and 
sweat of those who. will never see or wit- 
ness the practical result of such -consummate 
folly and = wicked. extravagance. Sir, -you 
may draw upon the industry. of the. people - 
for, and recover, a sufficient amount to complete 
this work; but there never will be commercial mo- 
tion enough on it to prevent the stagnation of its 
water. The noble canal which the Almighty has 
made, (the Potomac,) and of which yours'is but a 
centemptible imitation, will for ever bear the. pro- 
duce destined for other places, (no toll being to be 
paid on it, but, like other Divine gifts, free.) Your 
canal will be the generator and birth-place of rep- 
tiles, and the abode of frogs. It will be a putrid, 
green pool of pestilence; and its exhalations will 
spread disease and death over your country. These, 
sit, are specimens of the appropriations that have 
emptied your Treasury, and been part of the 
means that have made it necessary for you to use 
your credit in the form of Treasury notes, to keep 
the wheels of Government in motion; and I repeat 
it, that these profligate appropriations are made :at 
the instance, and carried into ruinous: practice ‘by 
the votes of the very, party who are constantly de- 
nouncing this and the late Administration for their 
extravagance and profligacy. 

Sir, my object in discussing this question is not 
only for the purpose of sustaining the amendment 
in question, and to sustain the principles and policy 
that induced it, but also to answer and refute many 
of the propositions and assertions contained in a 
small pamphlet, which I hold in my hard, parpert- 
ing to be a speech delivered by my colleague, [Mr. 
Bonn, from Ohio,] on a resolution offered some 
time since by the gentleman from Virginia, on the 
subject of the public printing. ` 

In order to give. his remarks upon that resolu- 
tion some force with the Democratic party, my col- 
league says that the gentleman who offered it acts 
generally with the Administration party. I deny 
that assertion. I deny that the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Colonel Hopxtns,) has acted generally 
with the Administration party; and I say so with- 
out any disrespect to the gentleman, for he has a 
right to act with whatever party he pleases, and no 
one has a right to question his motives. But fair 
play is a jewel; and my colleague must represent 
things as they are, not as he would desire to have 
them, for political effect. Sir, this is a little pam- 
phlet, but it contains more Federal poison in a 
small way, than any thing I ever saw of the kind. 
It is a little pamphlet, and its whole contents re- 
mind me of minnow-catching. Ilive near a river 
called the Little Miami; and into it there empties a 
creek called Sycamore. I fish in the river, and my 
bey catches minnows in the creek for beit. It is 
this last operation that-the contents of this litte 
pamphiet remind me of. It is a system of a small 
kind of fault-finding; and yet Iam told that there 
isnot a foul stream of Federalism in the Union, on 
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which it does not fleat. Every corrupt, bought-up 
Federal press in these United States, I am told, has 
given it an insertion in its columns; and the mails 
have groaned under the. weight of its multiplied 
numbers, by the franking privilege, ever since it 
made its appearance. Sos oS 

Sir, seeing, on one occasion, a great number of 
Federal members engaged busily in franking docu- 
ments, my curiosity induced me to walk round 
among them to inquire what documents ‘hey were 
franking for distribution. I asked one: Mr. Bonn’s 
speech; another: Mr. Bonp’s speech; another: Mr. 
Boxp’s speech; another: Mr. Bonp’s speech; and 
soon. -This led me toa perusal of my colleague’s . 
speech, and the vast circulation which .was given 
toit, for politieal effect, induced me to collect some 
statistics by which I might neutralize any. poison- 
ous effects his. speech might have on the: political 
atmosphere. Those statistics I have procured, and 
have themin my hand, and will ask that they may 
constitute a part of my speech, which I design to 
write out more fully than time- will now permit 
to deliver. : 

But to the speech. . My colleague complains 
that, within the last nine years, there has been an 
increase of public officers and of public expendi- 
tures, which he charges as a fault ot the party in 
power. It is their fault, too, I suppose, that within 
the same time, two new States have been added to 
our Union, and several millions of people to our 
population. If public officers have been increased, 
so has public business, and in-a much greater ratio. 
As a matter of course, an increase of expenditures 
must follow. . If this be an evil, it can only be 
cured by stopping the extension of our settlements, 
and the increase of our population. There is a 
large increase of clerks in the New York custom- 
house; but the business there has been more: than 
doubled. There has been a large increase of 
clerks in the Land Office; but the business of that 
office has increased ten fold. It was physically 
impossible that the President ‘could sign ‘the in 
creased number of land patents, and yet it is made 
an offence to create another ‘officer :for that pur- 
pose. There, has been some increase of clerks in 
the War Department; but the business in that De- 
partment has been more than doubled. The num- 
ber of postmasters has been doubled, and so has 
the number of post offices, for the convenience of 
the people. i 

Would our new-light Bank Federal reformers 
have six or seven thousand post offices discontinued, 
to avoid an increase of Executive officers? Do the 
people want any such reform? Would they shut 
ap the land offices, because to keep them open 
requires an increase of officers? Would they deny 
patents to purchasers of land, because it takes a 
few additional clerks to make them out? Shall’the 
business of all the Departments remain undone, 
because it requires more clerks to do it as it 
increases with the growth of our counrry? These 
would be reforms. worthy of Federal Bank reformers! 
Let the business of the people’s Government re- 
main undone, and the banks will govern for the 
people. — f 

There are few offices, if any, in the country, in 
which the public business has not increased faster 
than the clerks. and the expenditure. As our 
country increases, the public: officers and public 
expenditures’ must and will-increase. It is una- 
voidable, as every man knows. It is as stupid as 
wicked to complain of the party in power on ac- 
count of this increase, for no party can prevent it 
and do its daty to the country. The only inquiry 
should be, whether there are too many clerks to do 
the public. business; whether any of them spend in 
-idleness the time for which the people pay. If so, 
they should be lopped off. But no such thing is 
alleged. It is not asserted that the clerks who 
have been added have not enough to do, or that.the 
publie business could possibly be done without 
them, : : ; 

These. new-light Federal-Bank-Reformers pro- 
pose no measures to retrench, because. they know 
that no retrenchment. can be made, but seek only 
to fill the country with false impressions, for the 
sake. of producing political results. favorable to the 
Federal-Bank cause, . This game of base and foal 
lying, to get into power, is as old as Absalom, the ` 


_fere, were all lawful. 


: thing to bring about reform, is conclusive that they 
: do not believe there is any thing wrong in the prin- 
' ciple, and have only one object in view, that is te 
: put others’ out office that they may get in. How 
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son of David, and older too. My colleague under-. 


takes to arraign certain members of the Administra- — 


tion for having, in some instances, received pay- 
ment for extra services. But does he pretend that 
any one of them has received such compensation 
in violation ef law? not at all. He knows that the 
principles upon which:those allowances were made 
have been repeatedly adjudicated upon and sanc- 
tioned by the Supreme. Court, the highest judicial 
tribunal in the country. The allowances, there- 
Is the principle wrong? If 
gentlemen think-so, why do they not bring forth a 
proposition making all such allowances unlawful? 
If they were really in favor of a reform, or change 
in this respect, should we not see them proving it 
by acts, rather than by words? They have a majori- 
ty in this House, and have had during this seven 
months’ session, and yet they have made no at- 
tempt at reform of any kind. me 
Perhaps my colleague may have thought the pros- 
pect discouraging; but he ought not to have 
Stopped on that account, he ought rather to‘have 
followed the example of the gallant Colonel Mil- 
ler, . who, when -he was ordered on a perilous 
service on the Niagara frontier during the war of 
1812, did not say it was impracticable, but said “PH 
try, sir,” to the commanding general. He did try, 
and he succeeded. The achievment not only ren- 
dered essential service at that crisis, but honored 
his country’s arms, and elevated his own fame. I 
hope my colleague will not be dismayed, because 
the. undertaking of reform of the abuses of which 
he complains is perilous. If he wilt try he may 
succeed, and if he does he will render = essential. 
service to his country, and crown. himself with . 
lawrels as unfading as those of Colonel Miller.. 
But, sir, the fact that they content themselves 
with mere clamor, without attempting to do any 


they used their power over the public money while 
in Office, and how they may be expected to use it 
again, I will attempt to show before I am done. 
Butmy colleague brings a general charge against 
the party in power, who, by théir representatives 
in part (Colonel Benton, Mr. CAMBRELENG, and 
others) had promised something like reform (should 
they get into power) in abuses which they said ex- 
isted, and which they set out in a report on that 
subject, and which my colleague has presented in a 
garbled. manner to the public attention, through his 
speech. Does my colleague not know that many 
of the abuses in that report complained of, grew out 
of the manner in which the powers that then existed 
got into office, and the corrupt manner by which 
they held the administration of the Government? 
The Government fountain being corrupt, all the 
streams that flowed from it conveyed abuse and 
violation wherever they reached; and that by a re- 
formation of the Administration, most of the abuses 
that flowed from it were. dried up; which, in a great 
degree, superseded the necessity of further reform, 
Some abuses still remained; they were reformed in 
part, as I will show you before I am done. Some 
remain unreformed, and always will, as they do in 
all Governments, and are of a nature like the cho- 
lera, incurable. Yes, sir, the people have made 
that general reformation, by pulling down an Ad- 
ministration. that. had its origin in a corrupt bar- 
gain, and existed in violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution, and the sacred right of the elective 
franchise. 
.. Here, siz, permit me to name seme of the objec- 
tions my colleague presents to the public against 
this Administration. Some of the Practices. which 
he denounces as corrupt, and still existing, notwith- 
standing the reform the people were promised; and 
permit me to compare these practices, that he is 
pleased to denounce as corrupt, with those of a 
imilar character, but a thousand limes more aggra- 
vating, 
Messrs. Clay and Adams, which is urged: upon” 
usas worthy of example, and entitled to the con- 
fidence of the American people, and soon to bere- 


yiyed, ep ait. 20 Bees : 3 
My colleague complains that. the.aggregate x 
penses of the Government far exceeds the expenses 


as practiced by the administration of | 


wishes revived. 


Sir, there’ is ‘very 


told, and telling that 


tration. 


which will be found 


administration by 


of the administration o 


July, 1838. 
H. of Reps: 
f the dynasty which he 


That there is an additional number of cletks in: 
all the Departments,-and consequently an unneces:: 
sary expense incurred to the: Government. Such 
is the character of his charges against each of. the 
departments of the Government. - lbs 

And now, ‘sir, T proceed to answer the 

. man on some-of these charges, 
shall be not only able to prove 
destitute of foundation in truth, but'that, ‘the'gen. ` 
tleman “has withheld many important’ truths in re- | 
lation to reforms and abuses, 
Administration that the peoplé should know. 


gentle 
and, T trast: F 
many of “these 


‘which itis due to this 


little difference in: the moral- 


offence of withholding the- truth, where it may -be 
due to reputation and character that it should ‘be 


which is wilfully false: The 


gentleman constantly (indirectly) holds up ‘to view 
the coalition administration 
a mirror, in which is to be seen a pure Adminis- 
I think, sir, we will find some corrap- 
tions charged to this and the last Administiations, 


(Adams and Clay} às 


to have ‘been practiced : with 


impunity in that. One of the great violations of 
econemy and extravagant expenditures of the ad- 
ministration of General 
Mr. Buchanan and ‘Mr. Randolph severally, 
as Ministers to’ Russia, with a salary of 9 
per annum, and an outfit of $9000; that each 
of them staid but a year and a day, and then 
returned. Now, sir, let us see if we can ‘off 
set this “useless” expenditure- of ‘General Jackson’s 
‘one ofa- similar character jn the 
administration “of Messrs. Adams ‘and Clay. 
During the immaculate dynasty which my colleague, 
desirés to have’ renewed, no less than three’ minis- 
ters were sent to England, viz: King, Barbour, aad 
Gallatin, with an annual salary 


Jackson was’ sending 


000 


of $9900, and ‘an 


outfit of $9000. This made 27,000 in outfit, be- 
sides the annual. salary, which amounted to the 


same. Also, the son 


Secretary of Legation, was left by his father as - 


of Rufus King, who was left 


Charge d'A ffairs, who received an-outfit of $4,500, 


years, was— 
Outfit for R. King > 
“ for A. Gallatin 
“for J. Barbour 
“for Mr, King’s 

fitted out 

Salary for do -~ 
a ‘¢ Ministers 


reform is a kind of 


smacks ef fraud and 


powder on board. 


in number. 


well as they could. 


although (being there) he had not to fit out at all. 

Then the account for money expended for keeping 
up our legation in England during that short reign 
ofcerruption and bargain, which only lasted four 


= $9,000 ` 


= - 


_ 9,000 
- - - 9,000 
son; who never was 

- - - 4,500. 
4,500« 


27,000 
$63,000 


Yes, sir, $63,000 was spent during that Adminis- 
tration, to procure the discharge of the diplomatie 
duties of one single individual. 
offset the Russia diplomatic story. My colleague 
had better have kept that story in the dark, as his 


I think this will 


one-sided reform. My col- 


league says that the State Department. sent Mr 
Early to Bogota with despatches, and that he 
never delivered them, 
sir, this was a hard case, and; taken in the abstract, 


but received his pay. Well, 


improvidence. But what is 


the whole story? Mr. Early was sent to Bogota 
with despatches: when on the way, and within two 
days of St. Thomas, the vessel in which he had 
taken passage caught fire. There wasa cargo-of 


The crew and passengers, 


amounting to nineteen in all, were instantly; to 
save their lives, compelled to take to the boats, two 
They had left the vessel-but half an 
hour when she blew up; and with: her went the 
despatches. After the lapse of seventy-four hours 
without water or. food, the famished crew reached 
the island of Hayti, from whence they got home as 


Tbelieve Mr. Early was paid 


the same as though he had delivered the despatches. 
Perhaps this ‘was : wrong; but I -can tell you'somé-~ 
thing: worse.under the soalition administration. 

~ “Mr. Clay (Secretary of State). sent Mr: Pleasants 
to Buenos Ayres with despate a 
found- the crew rather wnpleasant; ( he being a plea» 
sant man,) being principally mechanics and works 


despatches: It is’said that he 


a 
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ies, and not the white fingered gentry. . He:put the 


despatches in the possession of the captain, and 


he wheeled about and put for England, where’he 
amused himself in high life atime, and: returned; 
for which Mr. Clay paid him nineteen hundred and 
forty dollars. So I think this-will offset the charge 
of paying Mr. Early. 5 eg oe 


So far, I think my colleague has been unfortu- 
nate in his charges, inasmuch -as they have the ef- 
fect to call to recollection charges against the dy- 
nasty he wishes to reinstate, much more aggravating 
and pernicious. This, so far, seems tọ me to be a 
blunder on his part; but the worst have to come 
yet. I think his speech will be unfortunate for his 
party and his purposes.: Another most important 
blunder has, been committed by my colleague in 
his ‘few comments on the professions and practice 
of Mr. Amos Kendall, late Fourth Auditor, now 
Postmaster General.” He quotes from certain jet- 
ters of that gentleman, published soon after he 
came into office, showing some of the abuses he 
found in office, committed. by my colleague’s politi- 
. cal friends, and showing, also, that he had or 
would reform them, and affects to show thake 
had not done so. One of these extracts is as fol- 
lows, viz: “The interest of the country demands 
that this office ‘shall be filled with men of business, 
and not with babbling politicians.” Can any man 
say with truth that this principle was not carried 
out? I assert, sir, and challenge contradiction, 
that the Fourth Auditor’s Office, while Mr. Ken- 
dall was in it, was “filled with men of. business,” 
and not “with babbling politicians.” Mr. Kendall 
himself was “a man of business,” and neither he 
nor his clerks ever neglected their public duties to 
babble polities with any one. When he went into 
that office, what did he find to be its condition un- 
der the dynasty which my colleague is laboring to 
restore? Was it all purity, all honesty, all. indus- 
try? No, sir: it was all rottenness, all idleness. 
His predecessor. was one’ of the favorites of the 
Clay party; and Mr. Kendall soon discovered ‘that 
he had been guilty of the grossest and most direct 
frauds on the Treasury, of which he was found 
guilty by an unwilling court, and more unwilling 
jury, after a tremendous party struggle to secure him 
from punishment. What thanks did Mr. Kendall 
get from my colleague and his party for exposing 
these frauds, and bringing them to merited punish- 
ment? Why, sir, he was abused through the party 
presses as a conspirator and pefsecutor, and while 
the prosecution. of the culprit was in progress, was 
night after night. insulted. and hooted at under his 
window. ` Yes, sir, this was the mode the gentle- 
man’s party undertook to prevent the exposure and 
pinishment of their corruptions. This was the 
reward they, then, bestowed on integrity and fear- 
lessness in office; and the same game has been kept 
up since, down to the speech of my colleague. 
Now, I ask, was it no reform to remove a pecula- 
tor upon the Treasury? My colleague does not 
seem to think so. Why? Is it because he be- 
longed to his party? i 


Well, Mr. Kendall filled the Fourth Auditors 
Office “with men of business,” and what was the 
consequence? Much of its business was one, two, 
and three years in arrears, and in, about a twelve 
month, it was brought completely up. Did'he ob- 
tain or ask any additional force? No, sir. After 
the business was brought up, he suffered two 
clerkships to remain vacant for a long time, and 
‘one until he left the office, because, having “men 
of business” about him, he did not need the whole 
force which the law allowed. Moreover, under 
the Clay administration, which my colleague would 
restore, the contingent appropropriation for. the 


Fourth Auditor’s Office was $1,500 a year; bat. 


Mr. Kendall reduced it to $1,000, and one year 
asked for ho appropriation at all, having enough 
surplus of former appropriations on hand to meet 
his wants. Thus the expenditures of the office 
were largely reduced by him, while its. business 
was greatly improved. What credit do. my col- 
league and his friends give him for.it?.-'They have 
poured on him, from beginning to end, a torrent of 
unceasing abuse. On every new exposure ofa 
defaulter or a rogue, through his instrumentality, 


their abuse has been redoubled, clearly showing. 
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. pamphlets fraudulently enclosed to the Fourth. Au- 


į sarily to see-much company at the hotels where he 
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Approprtations for harbors—Mr. Duncan... 


thatan honest and fearless public. officer-is. their 
highest antipathy. - : ; 


‘While complaining that the party in power: have 


| not made. the promised reforms, my colleague gives: 
| incontestible evidence of his sinceritg by sneering 
at those which were made. He even finds grounds | 


of attack upon Mr. Kendall for sending to the post. 
office, to be’ charged with postage, the: letters and 


ditor to.evade the post office laws, and for discon- 
tinuing sundry newspapers, because he. could de- 
rive no assistance from them “in settling the ac- 
counts of the United States Navy.” . Yes, sir, in 
the reforms actually made by Mr. Kendall, as well 
as in those not made, the bank attorneys, jmmacu- 
late and consistent men! find ground of attack! 

‘When Mr. Kendall went into the Fourth Audi» 
tor’s office, the legal postage on private letters re- 
ceived under cover to the Fourth Auditor, was 
about a dollar a day, or at the rate of $365 a year, 
and on'the supposition that as great a number had 
gone out under his predecessor’s frank, the fraud 
on the post office revenue, through that single of- 
fice, under the Cray-Apams administration, was 
over $700 a year! Mr. Kendall put an entire stop 
to this abuse, and what thanks does he get from 
the Bank stipendiaries? They-hate and ‘abuse him 
the worse for it: ` But, says my colleague, he frank- 
ed some prospectuses of the Globe. Well, if he 
chose to send them to his friends, had he not a law- 
fal right to do so? Did he violate any law, or do so 
much of it as to constitute an abuse? That is not 
pretended, nor can it be with truth. But because 
he put a stop to violations of the law, and then ex- 
ercised his privilege in conformity with law, the 
Bank attorneys find an inconsistency in it! I can 
tell my colleague, upon undoubted authority, that 
Mr. Kendall’s course in that respect is not changed; 
that he uniformly sends to the post office letters for 
others enclosed to him, to be charged with postage, 
and sometimes pays it himself; that he covers no 
letters with his frank, not strictly his own; no, not 
even those of his wife and children. What praise 
does he get from the Bank attorneys for this scru- 
pulous obedience to the law? The highest praise 
—their unceasing abuse. ~- j 

My colleague finds a vast inconsistency in. Mr. 
Kendall’s ‘discontinuing: newspapers as Fourth 
Auditor, because ‘they. gave him no assistance “in 
settling the accounts of the United States Navy,” 
and paying ‘fora number of them as Postmaster 
General! Is this effort to show inconsistency a 
whit short of contemptible? The papers were not 
of use to him in performing his public duty as 
Fourth. Auditor, and therefore he. did. not take 
them; they are of use to him in performing his duty 
as Postmaster General, and therefore he does not 
discontinue them. Is there any inconsistency in 
this? None but a Bank attorney can make it out. 
While Mr. Kendall was Fourth Auditor, ke paid 
all his newspaper subscriptions out of his own pocket, 
because they were exclusively for his private use; 
but, as Postmaster General, it is essential that he 
should have not only the general but the local in 
telligence from every quarter of the country, and 
‘the only wonder is that he pays so little for it. 

It is natural, sir, for the Bank attorneys to find 
fault with the part acted by Mr. Kendall in the re- 
moval of the deposites. Their client wasdestroyed 
by that measure, and the source of many a good 
fee dried up. . But here, again, Mr. Kendall is fol- 
lowed by misrepresentation. “He got ten dollars 
a day,” it is said, “for doing this injury to the pub- 
lic?—meaning the Bank. Now, sir, I pronounce this 
statement entirely without foundation. Mr. Kendall, 
under an appointment from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, visited the cities of Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York and Boston, to negotiate with the banks, 
and spent some days in each city. He had neces- 


stopped, and those who have had occasion to take 
private parlors, and have private tables, at the pub- 
lic houses in those cities, where they necessarily 
see, and treat civilly, many gentlemen calling on 
them, know that the actual expense, including tra- 
velling, can seareely average. less than ten dollars 


-a.day.- Mr. Kendall paid all these expenses out of 
his owm: pocket, and received from the Treasury. 
barely enough to make himself whole, ‘This is the 


: and; $1,400,”..&c. 
never had, two nephews among the clerks of his. 
` Department. Bat what if he had two nephews in 


< appointment. 


whole of this mighty affair, and the sum received, 
all told, was $316.11. How rich this. man must 
have made himself! 9.0. le pe ge 
My colleague follows Mr. Kendall into the Post. 
Office Department, and makes another. mistake’ at 
the first jump. . “The, printed: list. of clerks in his. 
Department,” says he, “exhibits his father-in-law” 
ant two nephews, with salaries of 81,000, $1,200, 
Mr. Kendall has not, and 


his Department? Have they not as good a right to: 


i be there as.any body else, if, they are honest and 
` competent te the duties assigned them? If there be 
` places of peculiar trust, is it wrofig that the head 
: of a Department should fill them with mèn whose 
. integrity he best knows, although, they may be his 


nephews or his brother?) When abuses and frauds, 
instead of the most honest and honorable discharge. 


’ of their public duties, are perpetrated by his rela- 


tions, it will be time enough to censure their 


‘Nothing will satisfy these Bank attorneys. Ma-. 
jor Barry is abused for not keeping every thing 
right in the Post Office Department, and Mr. Ken- 
dall is abused: for putting every thing right. ` The 


. committees of Congress, majority and minority, 


complained of Major Barry for making extravagant 
allowances to Stockton and Stokes, and snow Mr. 
Kendall is abused for not being willing to pay 
them allowances a thousand times more extrava- 
gant. One of my worthy colleagues (Mr. Wurr- 
TLESEY] I believe wrote some twenty-five pages in 
a book, 30,000 copies. of which were printed by 
order of the House, to prove that Major Barry had 
allowed those contractors some $100,000 more than 
they were entitled to by law, and yet voted for an 
act under color of which they have been allowed 
$161,000 more under the same pretences, and has 
stood quietly by and seen Mr. Kendall compelled 
to pay it by judicial usurpation, if not something 
worse. I should like to ask my honorable col- 
league [Mr. Wuirriesry] a question or two. Did 
he not thoroughly understand this case, having 
investigated and written a long report’ about it? 
‘When the bill for the relief of Stockton and Stokes 
was . before the..House, did he net ofer a long 
string of provisos, which were adopted? . Were not 
these provisos so carefudly framed as not te touch. one 
of the claims in controversy, and be, in fact, perfectly 
nugatory? Ifso, what was the object? If he did’ 
not think Stockton and Stokes entitled to as much 
as they got from Major Barry by $100,000, why 
did he vote for a bill to give them more? And 
when he found that an enormous sum more was 
awarded them, why did he not propose to repeal 
the act, instead of standing by and seeing Mr. 
Kendall compelled to pay it? 

This case will illustrate the sincerity and honesty 
of the Bank attorneys. For political effect, they 
abused Major Barry for making allowances, then 


` voted. for a bill authorizing allowances much more 


extravagant; and because Mr. Kendall refused to 
pay still further allowances, which he did not be- 
lieve authorizedeven by that act, they abuse him 
for withholding from Stockton and Stokes their just 
dues! All this shows that they care not a fig what 
use is made of the public money, and that their only 
object in finding fault is, to impair the confidence 
of the people in the Administration. They see 
$161,000 wasted on Stockton and Stokes with in- 
difference, if not with joy, and complain that $316 
was allowed Mr. Kendall, to pay hisexpenses when 
upon public service. : 

Sir, I have taken some pains to ascertain on what 
principles the Post Office Department is administe- 
red by this much-abused man. I understand that 
he went into it with a declaration that he should 
try the experiment of administering it in strict con- 
formity to moral principles, and the laws of the 
land; and, if convinced of its impracticability, would 
hold it nv longer. It was the fashion for officers 
and clerks in the Department to. receive presents 
from contractors; and, when travelling, to ride free 
in theireoaches. Believing that, to say the least of 
it, these practices tended to corruption, he forbade ` 
the reception of all or any such favors from con- 


tractors under penalty of dismission, and prescribed 


the same rules for himself. “All presents from con- 
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tractors he has declined; and on every occasion has 
refused to travel free in their stages, steamboats, 


and cars. Free tickets have been sent him from 
some of the great lines, which he has uniformly re- 
turned.. E 

As before remarked, this man does not cover 
with his frank even the letters of his wite and chil- 
dren, but pays the postage out of his own pocket; 
nor does he take stationery from the Department 
for his own use, much less for that of his family, 
believing that the public stationery is not his pro- 
perty, and that he has no right touse it but for pub- 
lic purposes. Of this, I have the most conclusive 
testimony, not coming from himself. "When I was 
informed of this fact, although I was bound to be- 
lieve it myself, I did not know that others would 
believe that Mr. Kendall's honesty was so scrupu- 
lous. . I therefore addressed the following note to 
his stationer, of which this is a copy, and received 
the annexed answer: 

Wasumneron city, D. C. July 1, 1838. 

. Déar Sir: Will you be ao goodas to inform me where the 
Hon. A. Kendall, Postmaster General, procures stationery for 
the Post Office Department? If from you, will you have the 
kindness to inform me from whom he procures his private sta- 
tionery, such as he uses fer his private purposes, and for the 
use of his family? If from you, will you next inform me 
whether beth are paid out of the public contingent fund, or isthe 
latter paid for out of his private means}? These inquiries are 
not made from any sinister motives, nor are their answers in- 
tended for any unfavorable prejudice to Mr. Kendall or any 
other person. , . : f 

Your early attention to this request wilt much oblige your 
friend. A. DUNCAN. 
Jon T. SULLIVAN, esq. 

WASHINGTON city, July 1, 1838. 

Drar Sim: In reply to your note of this morning, } would 
remark, that I “supply stationery for the Post Office Depart- 
ment,” which ie charged to that Department, and paid for “out 
of the public contingent fund.” Those articles'are procured by 
the messenger, and are entered ina pass-beok kept by him. 

I have also furnished paper and other articles of stationery 
for Mr. Kendall’s private use. These have been ordered by 
his servant, or by members of his family; sent to his private re 
sidence, and charged, in every instance, to kis individual 
account, i 

‘ Lremain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, . 
JOHN T. SULLIVAN. 
Hon. A. DUNCAN, 


I know that most men think Mr. ‘Kendall over- 
scrupulous, and too precise on these points; but to 
all such suggestions he replies, that it is impossible 
for a man to err on that side, and that he will go 
out of office as conscious of rectitude as hecame in, 

And has this man done nothing for the public 
that he should thus be pursued with never-ending 
abuse? Has he not been efficient and faithful in 
every public trust? Could the duties of Fourth 
Anditor be better discharged than they were by 
him? Did he not bring the Post Office Department 
out ef deep embarrassment as by magic? Has 
he not almost doubled its business and usefulness? 
Has he not, with great skill, sustained its credit 


under circumstances which shook that of all the | 


banks in the country, and of most businessanen? In 
fine, could that Department be managed with more 
efficiency or better success? - 
Sir, it is for. his virtues, his talents, and his suc- 
cess, that the bank stipendiaries hate him. They 
know he will not corrupt, and cannot be corrupied. 
He was efficient in puttmg down the Bank of the 
United States; and he desires to see the Government 
independent of institutions which, experience 
proves, have not discretion enough to manage their 
own affairs, and, of course, not enough to be 
trusted with the use or custody of the public money. 
-These are his real offences. It is feared that his 
integrity, his efficiency, and his success will give 
weight to his opinions and his judgment; and every 
pretext is seized on to assail him. He has sent a 
few prospectuses of a newspaper to a few friends; 
he has expressed his opinions in certain letters and 
toasts; he takes a few newspapers to see what com- 
plaints there are of the mails, and what suggestions 
of improvement; and he received three hundred and 
sixteen dollars for his expenses in negotiating 
with the State banks! Are these his only crimes? 
No, sir. It is made an offence in him to have said 
that he could sustain the credit ot his department 
without the help of Congress! The Treasury De- 
partment is abused because it wanted ‘help, and 
the Post-Office Department because it did not; as 
if to putit out of the power of Mr. Kendall to 
to. sustain the credit of his department, we have 
‘been: throwing extra allowances upon him, and 


-fadeayoring 10 force upon- him in the pressat dè- 


pressed condition of the revenue, near 500 new 


-mail routes to be put in operation. And Ihave 


seen men exult here, under the impressien that 
they would thus embarrass him, that they had 
“got: him up a tree at last.” It has even been 


said that he was already embarrassed; but this is’ 


so far from the truth, that the most credulous do not 
believe it. Their “wish is father to the thought.” 
The Committee on the Post Office Expenditures, 
contains a majority of Opposition men. If they 
find the Department embarrassed, why do they not 
show the fact? Do you think, sir, the matter would 
not be examined into, and reported if there was 
the slightest faith in the assertion? If it were so, 
we should soon know it, and the exultation of cer- 
tain patriotic gentlemen on this floor, would know 
no bounds. But, sir, scrutiny is invited, and ma- 
lignant aspersion defied. Instead of having treed 
their game, gentlemen will find themselves still 
“barking up the wrong tree.” , 

` I cannot help giving some very conclusive evi- 
dences of.the sincerity of the bank attorneys; in 


` their attack upon the Administration in money 


matters. å 


Mr. Kendall is abused for having received $316 | 


to refund his expenses, after performing a journéy 
on public business. Now let us see what the bank 
men did while in power. 

Mr. Southard was Secretary ef the Navy ia 
1826, 7, 8. He is now, I understand, one of the 
pillars of the party; a man whom they specially de- 
light to honor. Hehad a chief. clerk, named Hay; 
he was positively forbidden by law: to advance the 
public money to any body but disbursing officers 
of the navy, and persons employed in the naval 
service, on distant stations; yet, though thus po- 
sitively forbidden, Mr. Southard advanced to 
his chief clerk $800 of the public money, in 
November `1826, and sent him to New Orleans 
to look after the accounts of a former navy agent. 
He did nothing there whatsoever, but get $100 
more from the navy agent; and without any bills 
rendered, Mr. Southard allowed him ¢800 for his 
expenses, when he was allowing only $200 to offi- 
cers of the navy for the expenses of the same jour- 
ney. Would you believe it, sir, after hearing my 
colleague’s speech? This man was receiving his 
$2,000 salary as chief clerk during the whole pe- 
riod of his absence. In what case has any mem- 
ber of the present Administration so grossly and 
directly violated the law? 

This Mr. Southard, as Secretary of the Navy, 
was also Commissioner of the Navy Pension 
Fund, which was vested’ in stocks, On the Ist of 
July 1828, these stocks were paid off to the amount 
of $281,384 72, and on the Ist of January, 1829, 
to the amount of $243,880 17 more. These were 


. hot reinvested until February 17th, 1829, by which 


means more than $9,000 of interest was lost. Who 


was using the money in the mean time, is what I 


do-not know. Mr. Hay having written a letter or 
two on the subject, and perhaps conferred: with the 
cashier of the branch bankin this city, made out 
an account, charging half per cent. commission for 
reinvesting these stocks, and $150,000 more which 
had been reinvested in 1825. Mr. Hay was still 
Mr. Southard’s chief clerk, ata salary of $2,000 
per year; he was cut off by law from receiving 
any extra compensation; the service rendered was 
properly a part of his regular duty, and did not pro- 
bably occupy him two hours; and yet Mr. Southard 
allowed him this monstrous charge of $3,376 32, 
and he pocketed the money. Thus was this charity 
fund for the support of the crippled officers and sea- 
men, and their families plundered; yes; sir, plun- 
dered, by loss of interest through negleet, and cash 
aetually paid Hay, in violation of law, of about 
THIRTEEN THOUSAND. DOLLARS; and yet 
the men who want to restore the dynasty who did 
this, meuth at us about corruption and abuses 
which now exist only in their own corrupt hearts. 
Has any thing ‘like this been done by the present 
Administration? No, sir, it has put an end_to the 
allowances of commissions in all such cases. 

Let us look a little further at the pure dynasty 
whom the reign of banks is to restore. : 

Upon Mr. Southard’s recommendation Mr. 
Adams, 


Andrew Armstrong, navy agent at Lima, in 


in 1828, I believe, appointed. “ene- 
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Peru. This is believed to be the only instance 
on record, in which a -foreign pavy agent -was 


. nominated to the Senate, that class’ of -officers 


having been considered special agents, not express- 
ly provided for in the law: . Mr. Southard then ad- 
vanced to Armstrong: $10,000 out of the Treasury. 
What this was for, nobody out of the secret:could 
divine; for exchange at. Lima is always in favor of 
the United. States, and it seemed ridiculous to send 
money toa country where money grows,’ But a 
reason has been discovered. No: sooner: was the 
money got, than $2,000 of it was lent to Mr. ‘South- 
ord’s chief clerk for two years, without’ interest; and 
was never repaid by him! Whether this was the true 
reason fora departure from all usage in this. pro- 
ceeding, I know not. Whetber Mr. ‘Armstrong 
thus bought his appointment, I know not. ~All I 
know is the fact. I have Stated, and every one must 
draw his own inferences. a 

What an outery is kept up, Mr. Chairman, by the 
Bank advocates, upon the false allegation that the 
Administration is seeking, by the Independent 
Treasury plan, to get the public money into their 
possession for sinister purposes?. Those who are 
struggling to. get the public money for private uses, - 
are clamoring to the skies against those who wish it 
kept by sworn and bonded officers, subject to heavy 
penalties, for public purposes” only!! Let us see 
what was the practice of these. men when in power. 
-When Mr. Southard was Seeretary of the Navy, 
he converted the public cannon and cannon-shot 


` into money to the amount of $25,000, and had the 


money placed to his own credit in the Branch Bank 
in this city! Bat, sir, I will give you particulars. 
General Mason, who has a foundry near George- 


- town, was applied to by some-of the South Ameri- 


car authorities for a quantity of cannon; but he had 
none on hand,or noi enough to meet the order. 
So, toenable him to make a good speculation, Mr, 
Southard lent him a quantity of the. public cannon 
and shot, and, as security for the return of new 
guns in their place, required him to deposite 
$25,000, as already stated. It was, I believe, about 
eighteen months before General Mason completed 
the deliveries to replace these cannon, and in the 
mean time the money remained at Mr. Southard’s 
credit, unless he used it, as it was in his power to 
do. If he did not use.it, the bank did, by discount- 
ing on it as a deposite. å 

Now I should like: to know what lao there was 
for such a transaction?’ F should like to know what 
law authorized Mr. Southard to lend -the publie 
property, and receive money into his own pocket, 
(for that is the amount of it,) as security for its 
restoration? It is in palpable violation of all law 
and all propriety.. But did the Bank advocates 
ever whisper a word of censure against this illegal 
conduct of one of their great champions? Not a 
lisp, sir. Allis right, because a Bank man did it! 
The public property or money may be lent out and 


‘used by banks and their peculiar friends with perfect 


impunity; and to put a stop to it is a humbug and 
acrime! Bat have the gentlemen found a case 


-like this, in which any member of the present Ad- 


ministration has put $25,000 of the public money 
or property into his pocket for a twelvemonth? No, 
sir, nothing like it. If they could, we should be- 


_gin to hear, and justly, too, of impeachment by this 


House. Yes, sir, any public officer who. will com- 
mit such an outrage, ought to be instantly im- 
peached. : 

The corruptions and. abuses of the Clay-bank 


administration were manifold and glaring. 


The same Secretary of the Navy, aided the 
Fourth Auditor in fraudulently drawing thousands 
from the Treasury, and afterwards attempted to 
screen him from punishment by withholding im- 
portant facts, when sworn before a grand jury and 
petit jury to tell “the truth, the whole trath, and 


nothing but the truth.” 


He directed the Fourth Auditor to settle a claim 
of Messrs. Allen and Leonard of New York, 
which was originally about $3,500, as stated by 
themselves, but had been increased by additional 


` charges, from time to time, until it was swollen to 


ditor, and never gid O 


upwards of $10,000, and, under the direction $0 


given, upwards of $11,000 were allowed, 91,000 of 
which were forthwithtent to. the same Fourth Aw 
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He violated the positive laws of the land in mul- 
titudes of cases, by causing moneys to be expended 
for one purpose, when they were. appropriated for 
another. ee z 

He made to Congress estimates for. the serviee 
of the Navy Department which were false, and, 


year after year, spent, for contingencies, nine to | 


ninety thousand dollars more than was appro- 
priated; taking it out of other -appropriations, in 
violation of jaw, and concealing the fact from 
Congress. wate : 

He made use of a favorite clerk in the Fourth 
Auditor’s office, at a salary of $1,400, as special 
agent to make certain’ payments, and by commis- 
sions and a double salary, in violation of law, in- 
creased his compensation to upwards of $2,060 a 
year for a series of years. 

But the most obnoxious case. remains to be no- 
ticed.. The Navy Agent at Boston had made ad- 
vances on account of the Government during the 
last war with Great Britain, upon which he claim- 
ed interest. That claim, amounting to $7,679 64, or 
thereabouts, was allowed by Smith Thompson, Se- 
cretary of the Navy, in 1819, and passed to the 
agents credit, The agent went out of office in 
1826, and early in 1828, he made out an account 
for certain alleged emissions in his former ac- 
counts, going back to 1812, upon which he charged 
interest. This claim was submitted to Mr. South- 
ard, who wrote thus on the voucher with his own 
hand, viz: ; 

“Lethim be allowed interest upon the aggregate advance of 


$3,899 72, in conformity with the decision made by Mr. Secre- 
tary Thompson on the former accounts. 

th Mach, 1828. 8. L. 8.” 

Accordingly interest was calculated on the 
voucher up to the time of settlement in 1819. 
This shows that Mr. Southard knew the interest 
account had been settled. 

Soon afterwards, the late Navy Agent trumped 
up a new interest account upon. his war advances, 
obviously unfounded and false in every particu- 
iar. This newclaim wassubmitted to Mr.-South- 
ard, who wrote a letter to the Fourth Auditor, as 
tolows, viz: g 

5 Navy Department, May 21, 1828. 

Sm: Having examined the claims of Amos Binney, late Navy 
Agent at Boston, as far as the pressure of business during a ses- 
sion of Congress will permit, Tsee no reason to doubt the jus- 
sice ofa claim on hig part for losses on Treasury notes, &c. But 
I dono: feel at liberty to authorize the allowance of any of the 
iem, except for interest actually paid by him which you 
willbe pleased to settle. $ g i 

“For the other claims, he will be obliged to address him- 
self to Congress, where, I do not doubt that his application 
will be successful. 


“Iam respectfully, &c. 
: i ` SAML È SOUTHARD.” 

ET, Watkiss, Esq. Fourth Auditor.” x 

_ The Auditor took up the case, and passed an 
accnimi allowing upwards of THIRTY-ONE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS for interest; whea all 
parties concerned, Mr. Southard, the Auditor and the 
claimant, KNEW that every cent of just claim 
for interest had been settled and paid nine years be- 
fore! Yes, sir, Mr. Southard knew it. I have given 
an entry of his on a voucher, dated 8th of the pre- 
ceding March, not three months prior to his letter 
io the Auditor, conclusively proving that he knew 
a okt 
But this is not all... This allowance gave Mr. 
Binney ne ready money. It all went as a set-off 
against moneys due from him to the Government, 
leaving him still in debt over $9,000. He could 
nut, therefore, readily pay his corrupt instrument 
in this and many other gross frauds on the Govern- 
ment. But Mr. Southard was kind enough to help 
him out. Money could not be legally advanced to 
him out of the Treasury, because he was not a dis- 
bursing officer, having been two years ont of office; 
but-law, or want of law, was no obstacle in those 
glorious times, which my colleague thinks are soon 
io be restored. So Mr. Southard advanced to that 
man, who was officially reported in debt to the Go- 
vernment about $9,000, the comfortable additional 
sum of $30,000 more out of the Treasury! Yes, sir, 
having allowed -a corrupt claim of more than 
$30,000, he puts the recipient of his bounty in cash 
by advancing kim, in the face of the law, $30,008 
more, to be covered by claims equally fraudulent 
and corrupt; and it was afterwards covered by his 
friend, the Fourth Auditor, and the Government 


brought in debt upwards of $49,000, in addition; 
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* but the accession of the no-reform Administration © 


| of General Jackson, prevented the consummation 
of this last outrage. i : 

|. ‘What was done with, the $30,000 thus advanced 
‘ia cash? I have heard what became of a part of it, 
“but I cannot prove it. i 
what Į believe merely, but what Iean prove. In re- 
lation to the men and things of that day, I believe 
many things which I cannot prove. I believe some 
$10,000 of the $30,000 advanced by Mr. Southard, 
went directly to men in power, or was applied te pro- 


mote their designs. A charmingly rare Administra- 


tion that. was, when Secretarie, put the public 
money in their pockets, $25,000 at a lick, and dis- 


tributed it gratuitously to their favorites, or invest- 


ments $30,000 at a time' Can the impudent assail- 
ants of the present Administration justly charge it 
with crimes like these? Yet, they are zealous to 
thrust out the men who have put a stop to these 
corruptions, and restore to power those whe com- 
mitted them. What a Fourth Auditor got fraudu- 
lently from the Treasury, Secretaries guzzled down 
in wines and meats, and other luxuries at his table, 
or won of himin gaming. The Bank candidate 
for the Presidency has been grossly wronged, if he 
did not, in the way of brag and other games, profit 
more by the current frauds on the Treasury, than 
the men who committed them. But that was all 
pure and right, Mr. Speaker; to put an end to it is 
no reform, tor which Mr. Van Buren @ght to be put 
out, and Mr. Clay putin. 

And where now is the man who committed, au- 
thorized, or winked at, all these corruptions? Do 
you find any account of him in my colleague’s 
speech? Nota word, sir. There is too much of a 
fellow-feeling between them. Mr. Southard, who 
held the Navy Department, is now one of the open- 
mouthed foes to Executive corruption and abuse; 
but if report speaks true, he profits as much by 
bank abuses, as he could have formerly done by 
Government abuses. He is president of one of the 
gambling bank concerns of the day, a particular 
adjunct and favorite of the Biddle bank, at a salary 
of $6,000 a yèar! He holds a public station which 
gives him $8 per day, and at the sameé-time I am told 

. receives his thousands is fees for practising as a law- 
yer iu the Supreme Court.. He is paid as a bank pre- 
sident, a legislator, anda lawyer, all at the same 
time, ‘and of course, is absent most of his time 
fronwhis public duties, except when there is a bank 
question on hand. ‘Thereis no abuse er corruption 
in this, To be under pay bya bank, while pre- 
tending to serve the people, is no offence in the 
eyes of those who would pull down this Adminis- 
tration. But do you think, sir, the people, when 
they understand the game, will be content to be 
governed by bank presidents from New Jersey, and 
bank attorneys from Ohio? The banks pay better 
than the people. & is but a small part of $6,000 
which a member of Congress gets from the people; 
but the banks can afford to pay thumping salaries 
and fees, especially to those who are honest enough 
to represent them in Congress instead of their con- 
stituents. One Henry Clay, who is looked to as 
the restorer of the old order of things, is known to 
have received in fees, from the Bank of the United 
States, upwards of $17,000, and probably $20,000 
more from the branches. What a pure Govern- 
ment we shall bave, when the President, heads of 
Departments, and a majority of Congress, shall be 
presidents, directors, stockholders, debters, and 
attorneys of banks! Should not the farmers, me- 
chanics, and all other honest men in the country, 
be required to lend a hand in putting down the pre- 

“sent Administration, that they may bring about so 
glorious a reform? 

To bring suspicion en innocent. men, s one of 
the arts used by villains to escape detectioin. Our 
bank orators and stipendiaries practice upon this 
principle. Corrupt themselves to the very core, 
they are eternally bawling corruption against the 
Administration, hoping to gain credence by their 
impudence and their perseverance. The very men 
who have practised all sorts of abuse and corrup- 
tions at the expense of the people while in power, 
and are sold body and soul to banks, great and 
small, are now spending their. money to dissemi- 
nate far and wide a certain speech, knowing it to 


be charged with false and libellous imputations 


So far, I have not spoken | 


from beginning to end. To add the honors of of- 
fice, and the emoluments of Government corrap- 
tion, to those of bank cerruption which they now 


“enjoy, without regard to honor, justice, decency, er 


truth, is the -great end and aim of all this false, 
clamor and mischievous industry. : 2 


Let the people not be deceived. Great reform 


; Was notoriously accomplished by Gen. Jackson’s 


administration in “expelling from power the direct, 
profligate, and felonious plunderers of the Trea- 
sury. Yet it is said there has been no reform! and 
the people are appealed to to restore the old order. 
of things. Yes, to restore Southard to the Navy 
Department, and perchance Watkins to the Fourth 
Auditor's Office, and Clay, the head man of the 
whole corrupt gang, not to the State Department, 
but to the Presidency de jure, as he ence was Presi- 


‘dent de facio. And poor old Gen. Harrison hav- 


ing, with one White, been used by them until they 
feel strong, isto be laid on the shelf, and yield all 
honors to Monsieur Brag, the corruptest of the 
corrupt. Whether honest men of any party can 
be so deceived as to relish such reform, remains to 
be seen. i E 

My colleague has made an attack on the War 
Department, and because there is an increase of 
clerks and expenditures consequent upon the it- 
crease of business and- unavoidable duties to more 
than double of what they were in the times of the 
economical administration of Messrs. Adams and 
Clay, and has attempted to impress the. public 
mind that extravagance and profligacy mark this 
Department with the rest, and -that reform pro- 
mised has been neglected in relation to this 
Department. 

To ascertain the facts, I called upon Mr. Poin- 
sett, the Seeretary of War, and presented him -a 
copy of my colleague's speech, with a request that 
he would furnish me answers to the allegations and 
charges contained in said speech. In conformity 
with my request, he has been kind enough to furj 
nish me with the following statements. They are 
full and complete so far as they go, and will be sa- 
tisfactory to al! who hear or see them. Comment is 
unnecessary. Time and space have not permitted 
a further investigation into this and other Depart- 
‘ments; but I have little doubt that the result, on ` 
further investigation, would be the same. I before 
stated that abuses do exist, always have existe, 
and always will exist, in this and in the-adminis- 
tration of all other Governments. It is impossible. : 
that this vast political federal fabrie can be con- 
ducted without some abuses so long as frailty and 
depravity exist and form a. part of the very nature 
of men, by whom itis governed. But here follows 
the statement from the War Department: 

i PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OrFicR, 
E Washington, July 5, 1838. 

Sır: In compliance with your instructions to examine Mr. 
Bond’s speech, as published in the National Intelligencer ef the 
4th and 5th of May Jast, and report how his statements agree 
with the facts as they are known to exist in thie office, I have 


the honor-to submit the follewing statement: ` 

Mr. Bond.says, “in 1628, the Paymaster General employed 
three clerks, whose united comper:sation was $3,900.” 

“In 1838 the salary of the same number of clerks is 4,290, 
besides the messenger’s salary.” 

The estimates submitted to Congress for those years, show 
that the sums asked for the clerks and messenger ia the office 
of the Paymaster General, were as follows: 

In 1828.—“Clerks in the office of the Paymaster 


General - $3,900 
Do. ‘Messenger . . - 700 
í mt, 
In 18838.—‘‘Clerks and messenger in the office ef the Pay- 
master General - . - ` 6,100 
Difference between the two years $1,500 


Accounted for as follows: 

The clerks and messenger in-the office of the Paymaster Ge- 
neral are appointed under the act of the 20th April, 181, which 
provides for, viz: 


i chief clerk, ata salary of $1,700 $1,708 
1 clerk 1,400 # 1408 
2 clerks S 1,150 each 2,900 
3 clerks | ka 1,000 each 3,000 
} clerk 800 : wt ets) 
+ messenger “ 700 - . 700 

$9,900 


The business of the office has net required at all times su 
many clerks, and they have been reduced accordingly. In 
1828, but three were employed, and-not all of these at the high- 
est salaries. The numerous volunteers and militia, called into 
service to suppress Indian hostilities, creased the business so 
much as to make it ndepens necessary to re-employ one 
of the five additional clerks to which the office is entitle@, and, 
in order to retain the services of competent pereena, to allow ta 
those employed the highest salaries provided by law. 


makes the difference in the estimates for the two years. 


c amo 
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Itis'still competent for the Secretary of War under thè act 
ofthe 2th of April, 1818, to appoint for this office three addi- 


tional clerks, at $1,000 cach per annum, and one at. $800 per | 


annum. Ve espectfully. 
ery respe i Spee gt 
ASE Your obedient servant, i 


an N. TOWSON, P. M. G. 
the Hou. J. R. POINSETT, 
Tote Secretary of War. 


Comparatinesiatement of the number of persons employed 
ah the au erierneaates General's office, in the years 1828 
and. 1838. a : £ 
In 188—3 officers; 2 clerke;'2 sergeants, acting as clerks; 2 

sergeants, acting as messengers; total, 9. aa 

Tn 1833—2 officers; 6 clerks; 1 messenger; total, 9. 

Notx.—It will be seen that there is no increase in the: num- 
ber of persons employed in the Quartermaster General’s office, 
since 1828. The only change is in the substitution of clerks for 
officers and ‘sergeants then employed. During:the last two 
years, the ditties of the office have been increased fourfold. 

T. CROSS, Act’g Q. G. 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’ S OFFICE, f 

Washington city, July 5; 1838. 
SURGEON GENRRAL’S OFFICE, July 3,1838, . 

Sm: In obedience to your instructions, I have examined the 
speech of Mr. Bond of Ohio, so far as it relates to this office, 
and have the honor to report, that the regular salary of the 
clerk employed in this office is the same as. was received by 
him in 1828, viz: $1,150 per annum, to which 10 per cent. was 
added, during the last year, by an act of Congress, making 
$1,265 per annum, and not $1,266, ás- stated in the speech re- 
ferred to; this addition of 10 percent. continues to the adjourn- 
ment of the present session of Congress, 

From the organization ofthis officea sergeant from the army 
was employed to perform the duties of messenger, until 1836, 
when, by an act approved on the 4th of July of that year, pro- 
vision was made for a messenger in lieu of the sergeant whose 
salary is $500 per annum, and to which 20 per cent. was added 
by the act of Congress of the 8dof March, 1837, referred ta 
when stating the salary of the clerk, se that the actual. diffe- 
rence consists in paying the messenger by specific appropria- 
tion, instead of his being ‘paid from the army apprepriation, as 
was the case when a sergeant was employed, } 

. Ihave the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
j Your obedient servant, ` 
BENJAMIN KING, | 
Hon. J. R, Pornserr, Acting Surgeon General. 
Secretary of War, Washington. ~ 


OFFICE or THE Com. Gen. or Sos. .- 
i 1 .. Washington, July 3,1838. 

Sir: In compliance with your request of 2d insp the speech 
of Mr. Bond of the 4th and 5th May ult, has, as far as regards 
‘this office been examined, and I have the honor to report, that 
in that speech as published in the “National Intelligencer,” it 
is asserted, that. | 

In 1928, the Subsistence Department employed four clerks, 
whose oint compensation was $2,950; and 

Jn 1838, the Subsistence Department employs four clerks, 
whose joint compensation is $5,880. 7 

In 1828, the number of clerks permanently employed in the 
Subsistence Department was three, and their compensation 
was, thus: 


2 clerks per act, 26th May, 1824 . - - $2150 00 
1 clerk per act, 2d March, 1827 . . 800 00 
$2,950 00. 


1 clerk temporarily employed by permission of the 
Secretary of War at $25 per month . $ 300 00 


Making + ry - $3,250 00 
At that period, an orderly sergeant was employed as a mes- 
ee received his compensation from. the “pay of the 
rmy.” á . í 
By the ist section of the-act of 9th May, 1836, the employment 
of non-commissioned officersin any of the offices of the De- 
partment of War was prohibited; and it became necessary to 
ask compensation for a messenger to be paid out of the appro- 
priation for the civil list. 
To 1838, the compensation of clerks and messengers in the 
Subsistence Office is 


1 principal clerk peract,3d Mareh, 1835 — - + $1,600 00 
-Jclerk  — - - > > : + 1,200.00 
1 do - is : : 5 - - 1,000 00 
ei : ‘ $3,809 00 ` 
And the messenger paid by appropriation - - 500 00 


Aggregate _ 7 : a 


By act 3d March, 1937, Congress added ten per centum upon 
$2,800, of the above salaries making - - = $200 00. 
- And upon $1,500, including the messenger, twenty. - 


percent. = ~ -+ ._ 300 00 
Making ° - - - - : . - — $580.00. 
Whieh added totheabove  - - $ - -4,300 -00 


Makes ep Fy š i . + 84.83 00 


being $1,000 less pois to clerks permanently employed, than | 
; 


` stated by Mr. Bond; but when the resolution of Congress of Ist 
February, 1836, passed, “authorizing the President to furnish 
rations to certain inhabitants in Florida;? the Secretary of War 
directed that a special agcount. should “be kept m this office of 
the issues under that resolution; the permanent force in the of-; 
- fice being insufficient for that purpose, in addition to their other 
„> duties, it becatnie necessary to employ a clerk to attend espes 
-cially to that busmess, whose annual. compensation: was fixed: 
at $1,000, -which added. to.the other items, constitutes the 
ay taa stated in thespeech., de ea ai i g £38 
“When the departimen, was renderod:-permatient -by-act of 3d: 
March, 1895, the ther Secretary of Wer hoaeht ving gála, 


$4,300 00 | 
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ties ofthe.clerks in this offices should approximate as nearly. 


as practicable, those of clerke employed in the civil bureans, as 


he was particularly aware, that the salaries previously paid, ` 
were inadequate to the services rendered, and the responsibility: 


attached to the situations; but in every instance where compen- 


sation to clerks or messenger in this office has been paid, it | 


has been done invariably under acts passed by. Cofrgress itself, 
except in the two instances above mentioned. © fee the 
Ve respectfully, 
our most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, C. GS. 
Hon. J. R; POINSETT;: a 
Secretary of War. Ripe 
á INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 
Assertion No. 1—The business of Indian Affairs: was -dis- 
charged by some one or two of the seventeen clerks employed 
in the War Department. : : 
Fact—In 1828, four clerks were engaged in the transaction of 


: this business—My. McKenney, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Kurtz and 


Mr. Miller. The Secretary then conducted a much lager portion 

of the correspondence, and supervised the details far more ex 

tenaively. than now. i : 
ASSERTION No. 2—In 1828, there was one Superintendent of 


` Indian ‘Affairs, who was paid $1,500 per. annum. 


Facr—In 1828, there was one Superintendent, co xontine, at 


` $1,500, and three Governors of Territories, acting as Superiu- 


tendents, one at $1,500.and two at $750,. These allowances were 
made by Mr. Calhoun in 1821, 1822 and 1823; to the Governor of 
Michigan in 1821; (see Mr. C’s answer to the resolution ef the 


House of Representatives of January leh, 1832; State papers, | 


1st séssion 17th Congress, vol. 6th, Doc. 60;) to the Governor of 

Arkansas in 1822; and. to -thae Governor of Florida in 1823; (see 

extract herewith of letter to Governor Duyal of October 25, 

1823;) aggregate compensation $4,500. 

Extract of aletter from the SECRETARY OF WAR lo his. Bas- 
cellency WILLIAM P, DUVALL, dated 25th October, 1823. 

“Your letter of the 2d ult. was duly received. 

“Upon a review of all the circumstances, the following prin- 
ciple kas been adopted for the settlement of your claim to com- 
pensation as supgyintendent of Indian affairs in Florida, to wit: 

“For the time fast when there was no Indian agent for Flori- 
da, an allowance will be made to you, as superintendent, at the 
rate of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, which is. the rate of 
compensation allowed to the Indian agentnow authorized by law 

“Since the appointment of an Indian agent forthe Territory, 
in virtue of the authority above- mentioned, and for the future 
an allowance will be made to you at.the rate of seven hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, which is intended to cover the ex- 
pense for clerk hire, office rent, and’ all. others: necessarily- in- 
curred by you in your.intercourse with the Indians, that being 
the same amount as js.now. allowed’ to the Governor of the Af- 
kansas Territory, and is considered’a fair compensation ‘for all 
expenses incurred by him of.asimilarnature.” => <. i és 

ASSERTION No. 3—Jn.1838, we find. four. Superintendents of 
Indian Affairs, with salaries of $1,500 each. 

Fact —In 1838, there is one Superintendent at $1,500, and one 
Governor (of Wisconsin) acting as such, whose compensation 
as Governor and Superintendent is fixed, by law, at $2,500. 
Adopting the principle of division established this session, in re- 
gard to the Governor of Iowa, and his pay as Superintendent 
will be $1,(00; aggregate $2,500. 

The other two acting Superintendents are Indian Agents, and 
receive enly the pay of agents, as fixed by the law of 1834. 
This is stated in a note in the Blue Book, page $1, to which Mr. 
B. evidently had referred. : 

ASSERTION No. 4—In 1828, there were twenty-one Indian 
Agents, (three at $1,800, six at $1,500, one at $1,400, five at 
$1,300, six at $1,200, see State papers, 2d session 20th Congress, 
8d-vol: Doc. 117, page 7,) andtwenty-eightsub agents. In 1833, 
ten Indian Agents at $1,500, and fonrteen sub-agents at $750. 

Facr—In 1838, there are but eight Indian Agents, exelusive of 
the two acting as Superintendents, and whom Mr. B. has count- 
ed as such. A y 

In 1828, the appropriations for the Snperintendents and Indian 
Agents was $31,000—In 1838 it is $16,500. i 

in 1828the appropriation for sub-agents was $15,100—In 1888 
it is $13,000. . 

In 1838 the number of. interpreters at agencies is eight less 


than in 1828. The average pay of an interpreter in 1828 -was : 


$100 per annum, (see Blue Book for that year,) making the ag- 
gregate compensation of the thirty-nine employed in that year 
$15,600.--Appropriation in 1838, $9;300, 

ASSERTION No.5 —In 1838 we hear-ofa commissioner whose 
salary is $3,000, and 12 clerks and two messengers, whose joint 
compensation is $19,400. 

Fact.—tIn 1828, Governor Cass and General Clark, at the in 
vitation of the Secretary of War, prepared a report, containing, 
among other things, “a code of regulations for the government 
of the (Indian) Department, and for the general administration 
ofits affairs.” This wasin the form of a bill. 
provided for the appointment ofa commissiener at $3,000; the. 
second prescribed his duties; the third related to the number of 


clerks; the fourth gave him the franking privilege; and the fifth . 


authorized the employment efa messenger. These five sections 
are'stated to. “contain substantially the provisions of a bil}: re- 
ported by the Committee on Indian Affairs” in the House of Re- 
presentatives, at the first session of the same Congress.”—(Gee 
State Papers 2d session of the 20th Congress, Vol. 3d, Doc. 117, 
p.4.) This report was submitted to Congress by the Secretary 
of War, “ with a respec! ful but earnest recommendation.” - . 
The number of clerks now emr!oyed in the Indian office is 
12. The number in 1828 was 4, © Į. {830 1 was added;.in 1831 
another; and in 1832 a messenger. In the latter year, tae busi- 
ness of émigration was committed to the Commissary General, 
who employed 5, anda messenger. In 1§36, 2 were authorized 
by law-to be employed on the business of indian reservations. 
The increase was occasioned in 1830 and 1831, by the passage of 
the act of May 28th, 1830, providing fot an exchange of lands, 
and the treaty of September 27th, 1830, with the Choctaws, ac- 
cording to the stipulations of which, their removal was imme- 
diately commenced. The provisions in the same treaty, in that 
with the Creekslof March 24, 1832, and with the Chickasaws in 
1832 and 1834, granting reserves to individuals and heads of 
families, to the number of about 10,000, and which were the first 
provisions of the kind to any extent, authorized in the judgment 


* So, then, 1t appears that this‘Indian Department, ‘with’ its 


` Commissioner at $3,000, clerks, aad-messengers, was first pros 
posed bya Whig committee; under a Whig administration, in 


The first section : 


“tions for the Indian Department proper, in F 


"Ia 1838 ‘the appropriations are“ 9) 


| of Congress the employment of the other twoin 1835. The whgle - 


number was 13: 


The business ofe 


turally be that none were, ge 
Facr.—In the treaty with t 


* the fact of their employmentis proved by the correspondence in 


the Indian Office. Some appoiniments.of the same kind were 
also made under the treaty with the Cherokees of May 6, 1828 

RemARK.—The treaty wiih the Choctaws of September'27, 
By was the first under which emigration took place:exten- 
sively; and it.wasnot until the follewingyear thatit commenced. 
with much yigor under that: with the.Cheròkees of 1828; andit 
was in 1881 that, for thefirst tine, véguiations were preseribéd 
which gave form arid system to.the business of removal. These 
provided fer-the employment of:the different classes of agents 
above enumerated, and fixed their compensation... These were 
got only approved by the President, ‘but, slightly revised, have 
heen appended to the reports from the Indian Office for the last 

ear. . gas ee 

7 For the reasonableness of them, consider the number of In- 
dians to: bé removed, and the stipulations to be fulfilled. Since 
the besinning of 1828, sixty-four treaties have been made with 
Indians: Of these, thirty-four provided forthe removal of the: 
Indians; the valuation of their improvements; stock, dc. and 
their subsistence for twelve months _at theit new.:homes,, Liv- 
ing. in different sections of the country, different séis of agents 
were necessarily ble rpc be the ‘number: in ‘each: case: being 
graduated with regard:to the number of Indians, andthe amount 
ofservice to be rendered. For the removal of the larger tribes, 
ageneral superintendent was essential as the only means’ of 
preserving harmony and subordination among the other agenta 
and among the Indians, and of ensuring unity of action.. Al 
responsibility was devolved upon him. To him was commit- 
ted the selection, in the first instance, of all the other persons to 
be employed, and also the power.to suspend them from duty; 
and upon bis reruisisione alone were the disbursing officers, 
military and civil, to make payments. For this responsibility, 
and his various and numerous services, $2000 will not be con- 
sidered too large a compensation. The six named by- Mr. Bond 
as in the service in 1838, are General Smith, superintendending 
the removal of the Cherokees, numbering 18,000; Maj. Upshur, 
the removal of the Ohtekasawe; 5500; Ca onel. Pepper, the. ‘re. 
moval of the Pottawatomies,: Ottowas, and Chippewas, 6,760; 
Colonel Sands, discontinued; and: duty tranaferred.to: Pepper. 
There are, therefore, three at $2,000; neither of whom will bein 
service, probably, at the close of the present yearyas all these 
Indians will beremoved: -There is ene other ative dollars a 
day, collecting straggling-Choctaws in Mississippi, whose em- 
ployment istemporary, and the sixth, whe received the ‘saine 
pay, has been discharged. ee 

Of the ‘fifteen ‘enroiling and conducting agents, five are em- 
ployed among the Pottawatomies, Ottowas, and. Chippewas, 
five among the Chickasaws, and five among the Cherokees, 
whose services will terminate before those of the superintend- 
ents.: The enrolment must exhibit:the name-of each head :of.a 
family, and thenumber:in each family, to be acertained ‘by 
personal inquiries through the,nation, and it is required. {0 re. 
gulate the issues of ‘rations on the route, and payments and 
subsistence after their arrival west, - The conductor. has charge 
of thé. movement of: a: party, directs the issues of provisions, 
the transportation of the siek, and of the baggage, &c. and.18 


held accountable for the delivery of the party to the agent of 


-the Government. west of the Mississippi. ‘The: interpreters are 


as necessaxy:in the emigration as at ihe agencies;. theif, com- 
pensation is higher, to cover the. expenses of travelling. The 
employment of physicians is required by humanity, and the €x- 
perience with the earlier emigrants would not justify the Go- 
vernment in refusing to employ them, merely to avoid thé ex- 
pense. Fourof the physicians enumerated by ` Mr. Bond are 
provided for in treaties; two: in that with the WWinhebaenss of 
September, 1832, and two-ia that with the -Ottowas and, Chip- 
pewas, of March:28, 1836: in both the pay is fixed. Conductors 
of exploring paftiesare also employed under treaty}stipulations, 
Mr. Bonn says: “ We find thirty-three commissoners and 
special agents.” phat ah SC 
REMARK. Of. the thirty-three, twelve’ were employed 
under resolutions or laws of Congress, directing negotiations, 
or the examination of claims; six to execuisi treaty articles and 
one conducted an. exploring ‘party, for-which theapplopriation 
was made.at the suggestion of the Commities on Indian Affairs 
inthe Senate. Of the remaining fourteen, ten were employed 
by the express requirement of laws. or- treaties, two to: execute 
treaty articles, one to conciliatethe wild.tribes of the prairies, 
and bring deputations of them to, Washington, and the last is 
the district attorney in Florida, charged with temporary, duty, 
having in view the removal-of the Apalachicolas. Of the 
thirty-three, there is but one net authorized and required by re 
solution, law, or treaty, and ihat‘one has been employed to 


t There. is also another consideration. © Thè appropria- 
828, were under 
four heads—pay of superintendents and, agents, pay. of sub 
agente; presents, and contingencies. The amount under the 
Jatter was $95,000, which *waeapplied at- the discretion of the 
Department,..and ov paid smiths, farmers, ink 


of dt were pe 

ters, and any. body the. Departmen mi 
& : 

atès for which are minute a 


July, 1838. 


ru Cona: 2ND Sess. 


“p¥eserve, the 


peace of thé Western frontier. Since the 30th of 
eptember, 1837; 


the date of the report: from ‘which‘Mr. B. 


-{gotes, 19 of ef the 33 have beendiscontinued.: The pay of com- - 


missioners was, as far back as 1801, eight dollars. per day, from 
the time they left home, until they returned; and all ‘necessary 
expenses’ were reimbursed, {see ‘instructions. from “General 


Dearborn to Messrs. Da¥ie, Wilkinson and Hawkins, American ` 


State Papers, Indian Affairs, vol. 1, page 690.) -= 
Mr. Bonp presents an array of fifty-three blacksmiths, twenty 
farmers, eighteen teachers, five millers; one surveyor,‘and five 


miscellaneous agents. It is enough to say with regard to these, | 


that with the exception of one in the last class, who isa mes- 
senger in the office of the “Acting Superintendent at Detroit, 
performing duty also.as ‘a clerk, at $30 per month, (not a very- 
extravagant allowance;) they are all. employed in the fulfi- 
ment of treaty stipulations, and that when the treaty dogs not 


fix their compensation, it is regulated: by the Oth'section of the . 


act of June 30th, -1834, organizing the Department of Indian 
Affairs. Every.one conversant with Indian relations, knows 
that, inevery negotiation, the Indians wish provision made for 
smiths, farmers, and teachers; &c: and the Government has al- 
‘ways assented, because such measures will conduce to their 
civilization, T 

a partof the eonsideration paid for the tand ceded by the In: 
dians.. If these persons weve not employed, so much more 
money must have been’ paid to-the Indians. - But in this case, 
‘too; Mr. Bond léayes it to be inferred, that such persons were 


notin the service in 1928. ‘But from-avery hasty examination ` 


of the reports from twoof the superintendencies, St.Louis and 
Michigan, it appears that there then were thirty blacksmiths, 


twenty-two laborers, nine farmers, two’ teachers, three ’physi- . 


cians, and four specialagents. And it is probable.that most of the 


‘treaties under which they were employed, are still in force, and - 
of course these. appointments. make a part of those enumerated 


-by Mr. Bond, 
But, says Mr. B, even.this is not-all, 


- It being required that the names ofall the persons em- 
ployed on the 30th September should be given, it is impossible 
_to’ procure ‘the returns in season for printing the Register. 
‘Besides this, many of the agents néglect to make returns; and 
An other cases it is impracticable, from. a variety of causes to 
obtain the requisite information. It is believed to be complete 
and accurate, so far as this office has the meansof making it so.” 
Knowing well the provisions in the treaties, the Commis- 
sioner could not help seeing at once that the returns did ‘not em- 
race all the persons in the service. Taking only the treaties 
made since 128, (sixty-four in number,) he knew that they 
provided for forty principal smiths, while the list shows only 
twenty-eight; the residue of the fifty-three named by Mr. B. 
‘being assistants; and so with. the other:classes of persens. 
“Here; indeed,” exclaims Mr. B,-“is a display of patronage.”” 
Truly it is a great thing to-have.the appointment of a smith or 
afarmer for Indians on -the frontier; and hardly within reach of 
a white'settiement: ` But how has it happened: that so. much 
“patronage” rests with the Executive? -N : ) 
marily, of his own. : ft is Congress that directs a treaty to. be 
- made, ratifies it, and makes appropriations to carry it into ef- 
fect. If the Executive, in consequence; possesses power, it 
.-has been knowingly and deliberately given by Congress. . 


` agents, and interpreters, is twenty-five thousand dollars less now 
; than in-1828. And more than that. In Doc. 474, Houseof Re- 


presentatives, First session, Twenty-third Congress, page$46, . 
“niay be found an “organization of the Indian Department,” pro- ` 


‘posed by the Committee on Indian Affairs, the expense of which 
:-Je.a fraction morethan the present. ‘This report was prepared 
by, Mr, Everett of Vermont, who: deservedly acquired- much 
crédit by it, and the country. was congratulated on the reform 
and retrenchment: introduced by the laws then passed, and 
: Which were based upon it. Sy RA Ta 
‘The sum ofthe matter is this, There have been sixty-four 
treaties made with Indians since 1828. ‘The States have been 
slowly-and grauually ‘relieved of their Indian population. -The 
‘tribes have been’settled beyond the Mississippi and Missouri, 
go. that intercourse with them is necessarily. more expensive 
„than ever. New features have been introduced into treaties. 


he amount set apart for these purposes, forms.: 


The Commissioner of ` 
Indian Affairs says the list in the Blue Book is not accurate or. 
complete.’ “He leaves room to add or alter.” And why did he: 
not ‘quote’ the’ reason’ assigned by the ‘Commissioner? : 


ot by, añy. act, .pri-. 


Tt has been shown that the expenses of superintendents,’ 


| 


“The Indians have not ‘been talked with merely to get their | 


“ands, ‘been offered. for it only trifling and temporary aid, and 
left. in, the neighborhood they were found in. . They have had 
assigned to them a fertile and healthy country, and have been 
“liberally supplied ‘with: plougtis, hoes, andaxes, for the men, 

and looms for the women; with mechanics to teach and. work for 

them, and farmers to break up land and plant it for them, and 
“teach thein to do likewise. They have ceded to the United 


«States 18,250,000 acres, for which thé Goveinment has stipu-. 


. Jated to.give them in land money, é&c. $72,560,056; and it is 
expected that all this should have been done at no increase of 
expenditure over that in 1828, : FG 


“My colleague has recourse to the official state- 


ments of ihe amount received by the Globe office, 


during the last and present Administrations, as proof 


of the extravagance of the Republicans, and ground. 


of suspicion against the honesty of the editor. - He 
“gives the sum total of the-amount paid for printing 
‘for Congress and the Departments, in the Globe.of- 
“fice, hunting through the terms of two Presidents, at 
$220,000. , having no of 
‘tunity tor the ‘examination of the multitude of items 
‘of which it is made up, that ‘this sum may have 
een disbursed through the Globe office for printing 
‘and paper, ‘and, other. materials ‚necessary to this. 
“species of ‘work, so abéolutely indispensable in the: 
‘proper discharge -of the business of Congress and 
“the Departments. My collea ‘ue Wi] allow that print- 
ing must be done for the Government. It is looked 
upon as the glory of our free Government, ‘that all 
its acts are: exhibited in-print, and full information 
‘afforded’ to an’ enlightened. community ‘of ‘every 
“thing done by its public agents. This is the me- 


I take it for granted, having no oppor-_ 


Appropriations for harbors—Mr. Duncan. 


dium through which the fuctionaries and representa-. {| 
-tives of á people overspreading a continent, are.. 
held to an accountability, stricter than that which- 
the people-of the ancient. Republics could. come- 
mand: in‘a district of country, not greater than one | 
The only questions brought: | 
up by my colleague’s display of the public printing | 
done by the Globe -establishment are, has it been: 
done well? Has it been done cheaply? Has it been 
-done honestly? .By bringing together the labors of a:: 
great establishment from its foundation to the pre-': 
sent moment, my colleague [Mr. B.] would insinuate: : 
an ‘accusatien of exorbitant charges against the‘: 
Government on the part of Messrs. Blair and 
Rives. My colleague showed his caution in thus 
accusing by inuendo. . He was perfectly aware of | 
-the unimpeachable honesty of the proprietors of: 


of.our large, counties, 


the Globe office, ‘and did not dare to make a single 
specification against them. But a member from 
Tennessee; [Mr. Crocxert,] in pursuing the game 
of the Opposition in a private letter, charged that 
three or four hundred -thousand dollars of. the pub- 


. ie money’ had been paid to the Globe office for : 


printing the speeches of Messrs. Bewron and CAL- 
Houn in defence of the Administration. His eol- 


league, [Mr. Carter,] perceiving that this ex-: 
ceeded by. some hundreds of thousands all the: 


‘public money that passed through the Globe office 


in payment for work done.and-materials purchased 
for all the Départments and Congygss, came to the. 


rescue of -his friend [Mr. Crocxetr] by declaring 
that a tariff had been laid on the pay of the clerks 
to make up the sum paid for publication. . The 
moment that these charges appeared, the Editor of 
the Globe, through his paper, challenged an inves- 
tigation by a committee of Congress. The mem- 
bers of Congress who made them were told it was 
their duty to bring the delinquent they denounced to 
justice. My colleague and his accomplice advisers 
shrunk from meeting the man they had charged, 
-befure a committee of our own body. Mr. Blair 
then appealed to this House, by petition, to refer 
- the matter.to a committee, and have a full scrutiny 
of al his accounts-with the public. The spe- 
. cial committee was ordered: by : this House, and 


then .commenced. the’. effort. of the... Opposition : 
to defeat, by indirection, the inquiry, which they, 
knew would disgrace the persons they had put: 
forward to s¥gmatize the Administration and the; 


official paper by their accusations. Only six weeks 
of. the session remained, and the Opposition knew 
how. difficult it would be, when all the business of 
the session was huddled into this narrow space, to 
take up a postponed question, especially in regard 
to a petition. which could only come up, by the 
rule, on the Monday of every.alternate week. An 
hour, therefore, after the inquiry had been ordered 
by a special committee, a Conservative [Mr. Hor- 
Kins, of Virginia] moved a reconsideration. This 
hung up the decision two weeks, and was, 
I am _ afraid,. intended. for that purpose. 


When the subject was again taken up, every. 


artifice was resorted to for the. purpose of 
defeating inquiry. It was first proposed to 
refer it to a standing committee, composed of one’ 
of the accusers [Mr. Crockett] and others, making 
a majority of Opposition members who had showa 
themselves afraid of the investigation., If the case 
had been referred te the accusers as judges, would 
not the whole inquiry have been smothered, or a re- 
port as foul and erroneous as the original charges. 
returned by those making them? The accusers [Bonp, 
Crocrerr, and Carrer] exerted themselves in this 


attempt, but it was. voted down by the House. - 


An effort to lay the subject on the table, an so 
get rid of it, was tried by the same party in 
-vain. At last, after the committee-was appointed, 
and had the instructions of the House to inquire 
into the whole subject of the publie printing, when’ 
it came forward and asked the ordinary power: 
of sending for persons and papers to obtain: evi- 


‘dence of the facts it was required to report, the - 


Opposition opposed this, and moved to discharge: 
the committee altogether from the duty assigned. 
This failed, and the committee met. and organ- 
ized for the examination. ‘It opened its sittings al- 
most every morning at 8 o’clock, but not one of the 
accusing members came forwatd to make good’ 
‘their charges. At last the committee ‘addressed a 


‘ROGKETT, inviting him to support by 
ihe allegations madé by him inthe House 


evidence; 


and his private fetters: Mr. CROCKETT replied, if © 
the investigation was te be confined-to the prayer 
of the petition, to ‘a “scrutiny embrating only the 


accounts of ‘the Globe office with ihe public : 
ments and Congress, he would-have nothing to with i; 
but if the committee would go out of the instruc 
tions of. the House, and inquire into the private 


yl- 


. accounts of the editor of the Globe, be would- exa- 


-mine witnesses! How the committee treated: this 
evasion, I. am not informed; probably with ‘silent 
contempt. But iam authorized by Mr. Blair-to 
say that he is willing to submit his private accounts 
and his private life to the closest. scrutiny. The bold 
assailants in this House skulking thus. from the 
summons, the committee had no. alternative but 
to seek out testimony on the allegations made be- 
fore the representative body, by interrogating those 
who, from the hature of the charges, must know 
their trüth or falsehood. ` p 


Mr. Crocxerr’s charge, made by him in writing, 
verified by his signature, and secretly circulated, 
was couched in these words: i OA A 
. “Hundreds of thousands of Mr. Benton’s. and Mr, Calhoun’s 
speeches, as I aminformed, have been printed ‘gratuitously, 
and circulated by ‘theparty’ throughout the land... 

“My own opinion fs, honestly,that they are paid for out of the 

- public Treasury, and I believe it could be proven to the satis 
faction of every unprejudiced mind; atany rate I should like to 
know how Dear Blair, the printer of the Globe, can afford to 
print so many thensand speec es’ for nothing, and find himself? 

o Man can‘pelieve it-who is not as blind with party prejudice 
asasnake in dog:days, The cost at the ordinary rate cannot, A 
think, be less than from 3to $400,000,” ` 

As explained by his colleague (Mr. Carter) in 
the presetice of the House and of Mr. CROCKETT, 
and afterwards published by Mr. Carter. in the 
National Intelligencer, it stood thus: 

“Sir, my celleague did not intend tosay that the money was 
taken directly from the Treasury, and applied to these pur- 
poses, but he intended to say, and doessay, that the public 
money isindirectly appropriated, and applied to this specific 
use. ‘Sir, are there no grounds for this opinion? If the walaried 
officers of the Government are paid extravagantly, and those 
salariés made sufficiently high to pire the officer a reasonable 
compensation for his services, after contributing several hun- 
dred dollars for party purposes—to pay for these partisan 
speeches and extra Globes, if you please, which is said to be 
coerced from them by this party regulation and discipline 
would ask, in the name of common sense, if this is not virtual. 
dy defraying these expenses out of the public Treasury, to all 
intents and purposes! _ Sir, itis virtually the same thing, just 
‘as much- so:as if the editor of the Globe was directed by the Go- 
vernment to cause io. be printed ten thousand copies of that pa- 
per every week, and circulated to non-subscribers, and to draw 

is money directly from the Treasury.” The effect is the same; 
‘the Government pays the money ‘in either case, and, in either 
point of view, improperly... Sir, were noi the salaries of these 
officers increased ten or twenty per cent. just before the last Pre- 
sidential election, upon the recommendation and vote of the 
party that reigned and ruled in this House so triumphantly— 
increased just as much as is said to. be the tax laid and collect- 

‘d off those officersfor party operations?” ; 

. This imputation on the Government and the 

Editor of the Globe thrown out in secret letters at 

first, and afterwards promulgated on the floor of 
this House, for the purpose of giving it the stamp of 

_a Congressional impeachment; and which, as I 
havé shown, they attempted to keep pending and 

unrefuted by an inquiry, until after the elections, 
was put down by a cloud of witnesses. The com- 
mittee addressed a note te all the Departments, in 
pursuing the inquiry as to the facts put in issue by 
` Messrs. Crocxerr and Carrer: 

It was responded to by all the Departments; 
every one proving that no change in the ordinary 
price of printing had been made favorable to the 
Globe office; but on the contrary, the Department 
of State; Treasury and Post Office, point to particu- 
lar instances of considerable reductions. The 
clerks of ‘all the Departments have, in a body, 
given written testimony, signed by their names, 
_ establishing, in the most explicit manner, the utter 

want of foundation in truth for the assertion of the 
members from Tennessee, [Messrs. CrockeTT and 
-Canrer,] that a tariff had been imposed on them to 


pay for publications at the Globe office. I Select the 


{shortest replies as a sample of the whole:. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
7 a ‘July 7, 1838. 
Sır: I herewith transmit the answers of myself and clerks, 
and that of the clerks of the Navy Commissioners’ office, to the 
queries propounded in your letter of the dd.instant.. 
. Lave the honer te be, sin ~: 
fos -Very. respeetfally, : 
é Your obedient servant, - ; 
p7 e ~ J. K, PAULDING. 
. Hon- Jas. J. MeKay, 


-Chairman Select Committee House of Representaticce. 
. District: oF :Corumaiay 68. > 7 


s 


H Pergonally-appeared before mie Robert Getty, one ef the dus. 


478 
25TH Cong--+-2np SESS. 


the Peace for said District, James K. Paulding, Secre- 
ope: tenery of the United Siates, and, being duly aworn, 
th: 


1. That he doesnot know of any instance in which the Edi- 
tors of the “Globe” have been allowed for printing for the Navy 
Department a compensation greater than that usually paid to 
other printers for printing, similar to that required to be done 
by those Editors. - n , 

2. That he does not know any instance since he ‘has been at 
the Head of the Navy Department, in which printing, not pro- 
perly chargeable to the United States, according to law er tha, 
usages of hie predecessor, has been ordered and paid for out of 
the public fund, either to the Editors of the Globe or any other 
printers; and that he does not know of any of the officers of 
the Navy Department being tariffed or required to raise funds 
to pay for public documents or speeches to be published at the 
office of the Globe or elsewhere. vba? A 

3. That no change as to the mode or prices in the execution 
of the printing done for the Navy Department haa been intro- 
duced since he has been at its head, differing from that cus. 
tomary under his predecessors; and further saith not. 

; s : - K. PAULDING, 

Sworn and subscribed this 7th day of June, 1838. 

ROB'T GETTY; J. P. 


. Navy DEPARTMENT, June 7, 1838. 

The undersigned, clerks in the Navy Department, respect- 
fully state, in answer to an inquiry contained in a letter of the 
3d instant, addressed to the Secretary of the Navy by the Hon. 
James J. McKay, chairman of the select committee of the. 
House of Representatives, to which was referred so muchof 
the memorial of F. P; Biairas invites a scrutiny into all his. 
accounts for printing for Congress and the public offices, that 
they have not “been tariffed or required to raise funds to pay 
for public documents and speeches to.be publishéd at the office 
of the Globe, or elaewhere.’”? 

T JOHN BOYLE. 


~ (Bigned) 
` J. D. SIMMS. 
L. B. HARDIN. 
THOS. L. RAGSDALE, 
B. M. VOORHEES. 
H. STARK. 
M. POOR. 
A. H. QUINCY. 
. B. BOYLE. : 
Sworn and subscribed before me, at Washington city, this 


7th day of Juno, 1838. 
(Signed) ROBT. GETTY, J. P. 
A declaration like the above was sworn to.and 
snbscribed by the clerks in the Navy Commission- 
ets’ office, before Chas: W. Goldsborough, J. P. 
and sent to the committee. o 
There are 444 clerks in all the Departments. 
Of these a large majority are in opposition to’ 
the Administration, and to the, press which 
supports it; and yet, with perfect unanimity, they 
bear unhesitating testimony to the utter groundless- 
ness.of the charge made by the members from 
Tennessee, (Messrs. Crocxerr and CARTER.) It 
appears there was not the slightest circumstance to 
countenance it—not a pretence to found it on, It 
was made on this high authority, was to. do 
mischief to the Administration in the approaching 
elections, under the hope that inquiry might be 
baffled during the remnant of the session, or that 
the committee would not be able to examine the 
whole subject submitted to it; and that. as it could 
not report in full, the evidence would not come out 
in time to correct what I. might call fabrica- 
tion, until it had done its work for the party. To 
defeat this iniquitous scheme, I felt myself called 
on to seek from the same quarter the same. evi- 
dence which the committee has obtained, and I 
use it to put in a proper light before the country 
those who would abuse their high station to destroy 
the reputations of innocent men for party objects. 
It appears from the official and verified state- 
ments of the Departments, that no increase of price 
on any jobs executed for them by the Globe office, 
has in any instance taken place; on the contrary, 
that great reductions have been made on several; 
and on inquiry, I learn that the printers and others: 
who appeared before the committee, who measured 
the work, and made the requisite calculations to 
ascertain whether it had been. well done by the 
Globe office, and charged for according to. law, 
Proved, as far as they progressed, that.all was right. 
To enable the public to judge’ of the. excess of. 
profits; Which my. colleague, [Mr. Bonp,] by his 
aggregate of $220,000, would make the impres~. |! 
sion had been made by the Globe office, I have- 
obtained from Mr, Rives, who has the entire man- 
agement of the establishment, the following state>~ 
ment: cue a To 
“The prices which Congress 


’ ays for its printing wera fixed 
by three disinterested practical tinters in 1819, residing in dir. 
forent sectionwof the Union. o Weeks after the Globe office’ 
commenced printing for Congrés, (the 11th December, 1836, she. 
‘wages of journeymeni printers were raised by the Typograpical 
Society Ba gas ciy, 10 per. g on former prices. That 
rate has continued ever since; but the price’ 5 f 2 

te remned paltara tN price ald by Congress 
. the. Globe office and materials cost $40,000; the wearand tear 
Of ‘Taatprials ja about 96,000 a year; the interest op 840,000 is. 


a 
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$2,400; the hands in thé Globe office haye been paid in six | 


140,006; the r need i ing for De; ents. 
Scat ng a Pe for ihe Dera 
It will be. seen, therefore; from the foregoing 
statement, that the actual expenditure of the Globe 
office, in ecnnection with the public work, is 
$268,000; a sum greatly exceeding the amount re- 
ceived from the Treasury. Yet a reasonable profit 
has been made upon the public work, because an 


_establishment adequate to its performance in the 


intervals of public employment, and in association 
with it, is enabled, by publishing newspapers,- 
speeches for members of Congress, jobs for private 
ndividuals, and advertisements, to add largely to 
ts income. .. 
I now turn to the public printing executed at the 
ewspaper offices of the Opposition in this-city. One 
would suppose from the outcry that they, at least, 
had been presciibed, as they pretend the office- 
holding partisans of Federalism have been, and 
were almost starving for patronage, while the Globe 
was rioting in an enormous monopoly. My col- 
league—who has been almost petrified with horror 
at the extravagance of the Administrations which 
(with the command of the Departments and majo- 
rities in Congress) have, in a course. of six years, 
allowed the only press in this city advocating. the 
Republican policy to derive a reasonable profit on 
work and materials furnished to the amount of 
$220,000—dqgs not think worth while to mention 
the trifling amount which has passed through the 
mills of the Intelligencer and Telegraph during the 
same six years, and when beth were devoted to the 
cause of the Opposition. Every body in Washing- 


ton knows (it is of record) that the National Intel- 


lenger, office, house and lot, types, presses; pfófits 
due and to become due, are deeded to the Bank of. 


the United States for facilities granted it at vanious - 


times, amounting to between’ ninety and one- hun- 
dred thousand dollars... This is prima facie proof 
that it has been starved at the Treasury during the 


“six years that the Globe has rolled in such abun- 


dance. I have looked to the record, and find that 

the editors of the National Int:lligencer have 

drawn the following sums from the Treasury dur- 
ing the six years of long abstinence that the Globe 
interfered with its income: 

Gales and Seaton received during the six years be- 
ginning the Ist Octcber, 1831, and ending the 
30th September, 1837 $432,348 18 

Duff Green received 363,293 94 


mes 


$795,642 12 


- - 


-. - 


; Together, 

For the extra session, in the name of 
Allen, up ‘to this time (7th July) 
Gales and. Seaton have received 
for printing to the House - 

In addition to this, is an appropria- 
tion of $49,000, which has just 
passed, for the purchase of Gales - 

and Seaton’s Register of Debates, 
(volumes made up from the pages 
of the Intelligencer) and other 
books which they have printed and 
kept on hand for distribution, at 
the expense of the public, ameng 
the members. Of this sum, a few 
job printers in this city will come 
in for five or six thousand dollars. ` 
Gales and Seaton’s part will be at 
least = 

For work ordered at this session and 
not yet paid for, there will be added 
to the receipts of Gales and Seaton 
(in the nane of Allen) at least 

The sum total already voted by the 
present House to its printers,is + 

If the next session of three months 
may be calculated upon as the ra- 
tio, (and as there is always. more 
work done in the samé space of . 
time in the short session than the 

` long one,) it is a fair calculation 
that one-third of the printing ex- 

enditure already ineurred by the 
ouse, may be set down for the 
coming short session—that is 

The following results ate sho 


t 


$120,000 00 


- a - 


43,000 09 


15,600 00 


178,000 00 


Ist. The editors‘of the Tntelligencer will ha 
ceived for the: printing forone branik; during ‘the. 
25th Congress, and for old books distribüted among: 
the mémbers, seventeen thousand dollars more than 
the whole amount which my €olleague:[Mr. Bono] 
‘has drawn togéther for work done’ by the Globe 
establishment for all the Departments, and for-Co 
gress, during six yéars- 55o Oe ed 
2d. It shows that the two leading Op 
presses in this city have received about o 
dollars, commencing with the périod’ whi y 
colleague {Mr. Bonn] has fixed upon as beginuing 
the condemned career of the Globe establishment. 
And yet my colleague sees nothing extraordinary 
in the enormous expenditure on the Nauional Intel- 
ligencer, but is shocked. at the pampered condition 
of the Globe. Dood yi a 
‘But if the difference of. amounts received by.the 
two establishments is amazing, the mode in which 
- the Intelligencer’s-receipts have been so swollen is 
not less astonishing, . < S OE gas 
Neither branch of Congress has ever-beex soli» 
eited by the proprietors of the Globe toprist- books 
for distribution.among the: members; nor have any 
such publications been voted to he done by the 
Globe office. ` Only: two'works; I ufiderstand, ‘Have, 
passed through ‘its press—the. Diplowidtie Corre- 
spondence of. the United States from 1783 10.1789, 
and the Commercial: Regulations: | The’ former 
was printed for less than it had been done for prè- 
-vionsly; and the Jatier, which had-not. been’ printed 
before, waa printed and bound at less: than Con- 


gressional prices. o oe a OA oe 
The enormous Sums which “have ‘swélled- the 
. bloated. receipts:of: the: Intelligencer, are made up 
of books-to fill the’ private libraries of members'of 
Congress; being the ‘republication of ‘cid-State pa- 
pers. and Registers of Debates, containing ‘the. 
speeches of the members themselves. This sys- 
tem of seducing members of Congress, by their 
private interests and personal vanily, to vote the 
wagon loads of volumes annually distributed from 
the Intelligencer office, began. beforé I came here. 
The old members having obtained their share; the 
new comers do not refuse what has been previously 
printed for them: and the old members, as matter 
of course, vote it, because, if they did not, it would 
be an acknowledgment that they had taken money 
from the Treasury to ‘make’ perquisites in: books 
for themselves to which they were not éntitled; and 
so this. abuse. is handed, down from - Congress ‘to 
Congress by the rump of the old members, who 
are obliged to give to the new members the douceur 
of books which they had previously shared among 
themselves. I voted for this resolution. I regret 
‘that I done so. I did not-understand at the time 
its full bearing, and the amount it involved; anid I 
now. say, that the portion of the books which fallsto 
me, is the property of the Government, and at its 
service, whenever it may be found advantageous to 
surrendertbem. The Senate have again and again 
voted down this appropriation; but the majarity.in 
the House then tack i ton some indispensablé äp- 
propriation bill, and compel. the Senate to vote it, 
and the President to sign it, or elsé lose the:means 
of supporting some regular establishment of “the 
Government, and be compelled to throw the bùsi- 
ness of the country‘into confusion, or léave it un-. 
done. The forty odd thousand. dollars appropti- 
ated to the Intelligencer’s book contribution, ‘was. 
rejected by the Senate at the present ‘session, as 


always tacked to a bill which : mast 
_ the Government be stopped. 
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tion, and then charge the extravagance toit. For 
example, at the present session, the House’ printed 
mere than one hundred thousand dollars in docu- 
ments, many of them not worth the paper (now 
made waste paper,) on which they are printed. Of 
this sort is a volume of one hundred and thirty- 
eight pages, consisting entirely of the cancelled 
drafts of the Treasury which my colleague [Mr. 
Bonn) called for, and had printed.. He could have 
had no motive in calling for this but to make a fat 
job of rule and figure work for Gales and Seaton. 
tis just as valuable a work as so many cancelled 
checks drawn ona bank. In the beginning of the” 
session, Mr. Gartan of Virginia, á Conservative, 
called for ihe correspondence of the Treasury with 
the banks. The House was informed that there 
were notclerks in the Department sufficient to pre- 
pare it during the term of the members. It would 
have made a fat job of at least $50,000, on which - 
the gentleman’s friend, Mr. Allen, would have had 
a per centage, and Gales and Seaton their profits. 
Another call was made by him for all the docu- 
ments in regard to the defaulters to the Treasury; 
and this would have been to copy and print the pa- 
pers of the office of the Solicitor of the Treasury 
out and out. This would, besides the expense of 
copying, cost at least $50,000. more for printing. 
It was found there were not clerks enough to make 
the copies, and Mr. Gartanp moved a resolution 
to authorize new appointments for this purpose, 
but it failed. This shows what the Conservatives 
and Whigs would have dene, by- way of bringing 
grist to Gales and Seaton’s press, to afford vast 
profits to them, and increase the per centage of 
Allen. What they have done appears, from the 
gross sum of a hundred and twenty thousand dol- 
lars for the extra and present session of the House 
printing, with an arrear of fifteen thousand dollars 
yet to be received for it, with forty-three thousand 


dollars for books; and at least fifty-nine’ thousand j 


dollars to be realized, at the same rate, for the ap- 

roaching session, showing an aggregate of TWO 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY SEVEN THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS for one branch of Congress 
for one Congressional term; whereas. Messrs. 
Blair and Rives have received, during the six 
years by colleague [Mr. Bonp] has scanned their 
printing, only one hundred and six thousand dol- 
lars for Congress printing and materials, and one 
hundred and fourteen thousand from all the De- 
partments, for the same. time. 

But the most scandalous part of this history of 
the printing of the House is yet to be told. Al- 
though Gales and Seaton receive all this money 
for printing, they were not elected ‘its printers. 
Allen was elected to perform this confidential 
trust, although he had only about 21 or 22 
votes in a House of 242 members. . Does it not 
look as though after three days’ balloting a corrupt 
bargain was made, under which it was arranged 
that Allen was to becume nominally the printer to 
the House, but Gales and Seaton were to do the 
work and receive the pay? After the caucus was 
held. which consummated the. infamous. agree- 
ment, (if such was the case,) by which it was 
stipulated that Gales and Seaton’s friends would 

o over to Allen and unite with the Conservatives 
m his election, suspicions were excited by the 
announcement of this determination; and several 
of the honest Conservatives, whose votes were ne-_ 
eessary to the success of Allen, interrogated him as 
to the supposed intention. of transferring the print- 
ing to Gales and Seaton. He denied positively. 
that there existed such an engagement, and pledged ` 
himself to execute the printing in his own office,’ 
declaring that he was making provision for: that 
purpose. That he made the pledge, and forfeited 
it, is established by the statement of a member on 
this floor, [Mr. Snyper, of Illinois.] Their votes 
were, in effect, sold to Gales and Seaton, although 
they protested, in advance, against being made 
accessory to such a shameful and corrupt trans- 
action. ee f i 

Mr Chairman, a:high public trust, personal in its 
character, has been farmed out-in violation of all 

rinciple and decency, to individuals to whem it is 
fawn a majority-of this body, as well as their con- 
stituents, were unwilling to confide it;. and Allen, 
in violation of another Republican principle, holds 
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a sinecure. Will any one hereafter say, that this 
House is to be trusted to elect the Chicf Magistrate 
of this country, when it is found, that in electing 
a printer, pecuniary considerations, the bases of 
bargaining between parties, have controlled the re- 
sult. : ; 

Another natural. consequence of this bar- 
gaining, has been discovered before the com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the subject. This 
committee being appointed at the heel of the 
session, has not yet had time.to make full investi- 
gation, and report; but I feel at liberty to usé the 
information which I have derived from a witness, 
sworn before jt. A first-rate practical printer, call- 
ed on by that committee to measure the work and 
calculate the price which it was lawful to charge 
for it, and compare it with that which Gales and 
Seaton; in the name of Allen, as printer to this 
House, had received for it, found that the first 
document printed for this House at this session, by 
Gales and Seaton, was fraudulently printed; and 
hat by diminishing the page, and using types dif- 
ferent from those autherized by law, they had 
made an illicit profit, amounting to between thir- 
teen and fourteen hundred dollars. He examined 
another document, and found a like fraud commit- 


ted; and an unlawful profit of between 3 and $400-: 


obiained by it. This was but a beginning. The 
committee had not time to prosecute the in- 
quiry further at this session; and‘ asked leave 
to continue it at the next, which was grant- 
ed. I have a statement of these facts, in 
writing, from the witness, as sworn to by 
him before the committee. He is a first 
rate printer, well acquainted with Congressiona 
work, and of unimpeachable character. I have 
little doubt from this commencement that it will be 
found in the end, that Gales and Seaton have made 
as much out of their frauds, as will pay Allen the 
per centage he required as compensation for the 
deception practised upon those Conservatives whom 
he betrayed; and to make good to those who acted 
with him his promise, to convert the consideration 
he received into the means of supporting the press 
established in this city for their common benefit. 
All the legitimate profits upon the public: work will 
thus, probably, be cleared to the Intelligencer, and 
the aliment of the Madisonian will be derived 
from the frauds committed by his Whig accom- 
pliceson the Treasury. How characteristic this 
of the two printing concerns, and the two parties 
which entered into the vile coalition that gave 
birth to. the bastard Madisonian? Is it not noto- 
riously fed on offal of the foul peculations of the 
Intelligencer? And this is an earnest of what 
the Federal party will do for the little Spartan band 
of Conservatives, who shall have joined their 
standard, in the event of success. They will, no 
doubt, give them ashare of the plunder, but not 
an atom of the power, of the Government. 

Will not the American people ask, for whose 
interests the honor of the great representative body 
of this country has been compromised, and its 
hall made a market place, in which. the votes of 
members, and a high public trust, have become a 
subject of mercenary barter between. the leaders of 
two parties assuming to -be actuated by lofty poli- 
tical principles? When understood, their prin- 


| ciples are like the man for whom they have sacri- 


ficed the noble character of the country. He is an 
Englishman, a perfect prostitute in politics—notori- 
ously the stipendiary of the Bank of the United 
States—and the ready instrument of every fac- 
tion, which, in alliance with that institution, would 
eahtinibute to the overthrow of our Republican in- 
‘stitutions. He is an alien, too, in all his fellings. 
He was found the willing organ of Gorostiza in 
vindicating’ the cruel and perfidious conduct of 
Mexico towards our citizens, and its insults to our 
Government. He took the part of France, when 
she shamefully withheld the indemnity she was 
pledged by treaty to pay, and endeavored to throw 
the blame on our Government, and raise a party 
for France, in case we were driven to war in de- 
fence of our rights. He has encouraged the re- 


. sistance of the Indians to the policy of the Govern- 
ment, and stimulated the feeling which led to the - 


buiehery of so many gallant men, the exhaustion 
of the public Treasury, and the ruin of the In- 


dians, whose cause he pretended to espouse: It is 
on this dishonest fraudulent Englishman, that more 
than a million of the public money has been lavish- 
ed from first to last. And yet my colleague, [Mr. 
Bonp,} and the party with which he is associated, 
think him poorly compensated. r 
Mr. Chairman, I think I have said, perhaps 


‘more than once, that there are existing abuses; and 


for reasons which I have given, abuses will exist. 
But if ‘those who administer this Government 
were as pure as the angels that minister in Hea- 
ven,” there would be lean, lank, hungry, unprinci- 
pied hyenas to howl around this Capitol, with ap- 
petites prepared not only to devour the reputation 
of those who live tu administer the Gavernment, 
but the grave itself would be insufficient to secure 
the dead from their blighting and withering howl. 
My colleague has finished his speech with a case 
from the Old Testament Scriptures, illustrative, as 
he supposes, of the corrupting influence of power 
upon the Democratic party; the total want of ana- 
logy between which, in some of its strongest points, 
may be easily perceived; for while Hazael came to 
the throne by the murder of his master, ihat is, 
through blood and crime, the present and past Ad- 
ministrations came inte power, not by crime and 
blood, but by the suffrages of a free and indepen- 
pent people; and by the same operation which 
brought these Administrations into power, was a cor- 
ruptand usurped Administration politically throttled, 
and its corrupt workers of iniquity thrown into the 
mud. But, sir; to the Scriptural case. Y shall 
close my remarks by areference to a case from the 
same high authority. Sir, the course of the party 
at present out of power—but earnestly desiring, 
and sparing no pains, labor, or expense, to get into 
power—reminds me, and may remind the country 
forcibly, of the case of the unfortunate Absalom. I 
refer not to his contriving the death of Amnon, nor 
his forming a conspiracy with Ahithophel against 
the administration of the government, but to his 
ambition, and the means he used with the people to 
carry his designs. : 


Being suffered to return from his banishment 
into the neighborhood of the throne he plied his 
political wiles with the unsspecting people, al- 
ledging that. justice was not done them, promis- 
ing if he was put into office, that things should be 
made better. Thus speaking, and forming a party 
against the Government, we are told ‘that Absalom 
rose up early, and stood beside the way of the 
gate, and if any man had a controversy, and came 
to the king for judgment, then Absalom said “The 
matters are good and right, but there isno man de- 
puted of the king to hear thee. O! that I were 
made judge in the land, that every man which 
hath a snit or cause might come unto me, and I 
would do him justice.” And it was so that when 
any man came nigh tohim to do him obeisance, he 
put forth his hand, and took him and kissed him. So 
Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. He 
sent spies throughout the land (political mission- 
aries) to all the tribes of Israel, and under pre- 


| tence of piety towards God, he left Jerusalem 


for Hebron, wherehe was to set up his authority. 
But ere his mad ambition obtained its consumma- 
tion, the beast which he rode forsook its rider, 
and Absalom fell by the hand of trusty Joab, whe 
made his grave in a pit. 


Absalom went out to war upon a mule—a Mon- 
grel beast, half horse, half ass. Whatkind of a 
mongrel hobby is the present Opposition mounted 
on? Bank, Anti-bank—Tariff, Anti-tariffi—Maso- 
nic, and Anti masonic, &c. &c. They have no 
opinion in common, except it is hostility to the peo- 
ple’s best interests, and a contempt for their under- 
standing, or, in other words, a decided hatred to 
the simple institutions of Democracy. Bat when 
the people shall rise in their strength, this modern 
mule shall forsake its riders, and leave them to 
the fate of Absalom. 


' With all the ambition and chicanery of Absa- 
lom, backed by the cunning of his counsellor, Ahi- 
tophel, the Federal party never can again succeed 
in getting into power. They have been driven 
into political banishment, from which they never 
will be permitted to return. : 
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SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HostiLities. | 


SPEECH OF MR: DAWSON, 
Or GrorciA, = 
in the Howse of Representatives, May 31, 1888—On 
the bill making appropriation for the suppression 
ahd prevention of Indian hostilities, for the year 
` 1838, and to carry into execution the treaty made 


with the Cherokee Indians in 1835; and to pro- ` 


vide for their removal, and in vindication of the 
policy of Georgia, &e. 


Ma, Cuarrman: I am sure that, the committee 


will cheerfully indulge mé with a ħeäring on the 
bill now before us. The extraordinary latitude 


. iaken in the discussion, the unkind if not illiberal :: 
imputations, yea, the unprovoked and provoking . 
attacks repeatedly made upon the authorities Of 
Georgia, in reference to the policy of that State to-: 
wards the Indians within her jurisdictions not only-- 
justify, but demand it of the. Sir, I deeply regret.. 
the temper and character of this discussion; it has! 
given me no pleasure to hear such representations: . 
of the legislation of the State‘of Georgia. I heard: 
with surprise the extravagant and enthusiastic eulo- 


gies pronounced on the Indians in contrast with the 
whites. Such unnecessary and highly Wrought 
‘comparisons ànd contrasts càn oñly result froma 
total ignorance of the subject, or from a prurient 
disposition to be esteemed the bold assailants of the 
Supposed oppressors, and the vindicators of the op- 
pressed ; a propensity which must ‘have many 
charms, from the influence it seems to exert over 
tome Gentlemen. These things would render it in- 
excusable in me toremain silent, The attacks thus 
made on my constituents, a just sense of the injury, 
and of the resentment due to such ruthless viola- 
tions of the respect due to the feelings of others, 


by such groundless and uncoitrteous allegatiotis, . 


would make me a recreant to my duty, atid a trai 
tor to my tonstituents, if Ì were to remain silent. 
Honor, feeling, justice and humanity’ have’ been 
Spoken of as being disregarded, in the relations be- 
tween the white and the red man in. Georgia, by 
“those who do not tinderstand those relations, and, 
“consequently, deserve severe reprehension for their 
` slanderous denunciations. Indepéndent of these 
` urgent considerations, it is due to the position I oc- 
cupy, as a representative of the State of Georgia, 


and to those who particularly sent me here, that I- 


should present the views I entertain on the subject. 
_ I will show that Georgia, in her legislation, has 
uniformly observed a cautiotis and just regard for 
the interest of the Indians; controlled them by the 
principles of humanity and justice; and that, what- 
ever kindness and liberality (compatible with the 
rights of the State) would dictate, has been done. 
To comprehend fully the rights of Georgia to all 


the territory, and the jurisdiction over it, withinher: 


chartered limits, and to present her vindication 


fairly, it will be necessary to examine into the. 


righis belonging to the States separately, before the 
. formation of the Federal Constitution. Ishall then 
show what has been our State policy, and that this 
policy has not been in violation of, or incompatible 
“with, a just, a wise, and a liberal humanity. In: 
„this F shall confine myself chiefly to recorded facts, 
So that, if my constitutional positions be’ wrong, or 
the policy of the State be cruel or oppressive, both 
can be easily controverted. ` 
-The first position which I shall assume, and 
which I deem necessary to a full understanding. of 
the right of jurisdiction. of the States over the whole 
extent of their chartered limits, is, that at the time 
= ofthe formation of the Constitution of this confe- 


-deracy,:the States were severally sovereign and in- . 


- dependent.: -Each State being. sovereign, was so, 
not only over persons residing within their respec- 
tive limits, but necessarily over the territory. And 
What territory? »;Why, all that comprehended with- 

< in the charter which: granted: them political: exist- 
ence, as Separate and distinct.. colonies. under.:the 

, town of Great Britain. Within those chartered 
ae the State holding the sovereignty held the ju- 


FI OSE ST TN 


“otisly possessed it entire; or how else could they de- 


‘is of itself 
gratitor. 


States respectively; for the powers exercised by this 
Government are all derived f*em the States.. ‘The 


the powers not thus delegated to the General Go- 
vernment, or prohibited by the compact to them. 

The States, beings then in posstssion of these 
powers, after the adoption of: the Constitution, had 
the original right, under the retained sovereign 
powers, and also under the Constitution of the Uni- 
. ted States, to exercise all power not thus delegated. 
. Georgia then, as well as the other States, had. sove- 
reignty and jurisdiction within her lintits;. over both 
- petsons and territory ; and the undoubted right to 
use that jurisdiction, subject only to the limitations 
of the Constitution: hence, it is clear that the State 
of Georgia, like all other States or nations, has ju- 
risdiction over all persons, white, red or black, 
within her boundaries; and can exercise that juris- 
diction by extending her civil and criminal laws 
over the entire population without distinction of co- 
lor. There is nothing in the Constitution or the 
law of nations exempting Indians. : 

But again: under the Constitution of the United 
States, Indians residing within a. State are subject 
to taxation at the will of the State; and after taxa- 


tion, 
ment: 


Į refer to the following clause of that instru- 


be apportioned among the several States which may be inelud- 


pergons, ingludin, p pose bound to service for a térm of years, 
and excluding f idis not tozed, three-fifths of allother per- 
“gongs, o at } _ 
The power of taxation is one of the highest and 
- most important of sovereign attributes; and here, 
in the Constitution, this power is expressly recog- 
nised: dves it not, then, necessarily follow, that the 
power of taxation carries with it, not as an inci- 


atax, ind to regulate the assessment, and the 
other incidents necessary to the execution of the 
power? If this be so, (and itis clear,) that ‘In- 
dians can be taxed by a State; under whose juris- 
diction must they be? Let any constitational law- 
yer, whose opinions are opposed to these views, 
and who thinks proper to enter into this debate, 
come to the argument fairly, and with candor— 


suaded, his investigations wiil force him to admit 
that this power belongs to the States respectively. 
To my mind, sir, it is beyond controversy. 

` Then, by the Constitution of the United States, 
independent of ‘the original right of sovereignty, 
inherent and reserved: to the States, under. that instru- 
ment, the States respectively have the right ‘of ju- 
risdiction over the Indians. within their ‘limits. 
This position involves the whole question: of the 


gia is particularly involved; and I shall listen’ (at 
the ‘proper time) with great pleasure. to any 
~ gentleman who shall be: pleased to controvert this 
position. But, sir, I apprehend none will desire: to 


indulge in the expressions of the sympathies’of the 
heart, and not in the convictions of the under- 
standing. Tone 


notwithstanding the sympathies and morbid sensi- 
bilities exhibited by gentlemen in this debate, every 
old State in this Union has, long since, exercised 
“this very power, and extended their laws -over the 
Indians residing within their limits: but, sir, none. 
of the tender feelings and yearning sympathies are, 


and religious fanatics at home. 
characteristic: of those under the influence of ‘this 
| malignant philanthropy, to disregard their own.act- 
“ings and doings, and: the-conduct of those imme- 


| diately around'them ; and their distempered: hu- 


ty and mistaken sympathy are sent- abraad in 
; Seatch of their ‘objects. ie oh EP ae 
“i days that “have: have passed away, 


Before the adoplisti of the Federal Cotistittition, ` 
the sovereign power must have been held by the : 


States, then, having delegated a part, retained all ` 


tion, they become, in part, the basis of representa-:: 


Article I. Section 2 Representatives and direct taxes shall’: 


: ed in this Union, according to their. respective nurnbérs;-which : 
shall be determined. by. adding tó. the, whole number offre’: 


dent merely, but absolutely, the authority to create. 


not as a partisan, or.an enthusiast—and-I-am per-- 


Cherokee controversy, so far as the State: of Geor-. 


meet the question thus presented, but will prefer to`. 


-Under this right of jurisdiction, Mr. Chairman, 
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legate it? - ‘The right to bestow, implies clearly the { 
pre-existing right te hold; and the act of receiving, . 
a recognition of the power of the- 


in these days, indulged by our political’ enthusiasts _|| 
It is one of those. 


a 


. which: these: enthusiasts.an 


‘taught that charity 


_cannot be shown. E assume, then, this p 


‘80 now; it begins anywhere else th 
Hence it is that our: people, in certain sect 
found. intermeddling with the affairs öf 
shedding tears over thé condition of those 
they have- never. seen, and whose coinfo 
pleasures far.exdeed. thasë of three-fon 
world. -I trust I shall.be pardoned for this di 
sion. If there be a State among the old, thivt 
which has not extended her jurisdiction p) 
Indians, I ask-any member from that. State. 
in his place, and state’ the fact.. -Who will do it? 
Not ong; site o o o e a a 
The history:of. the States has recorded itj many 
of them did so. before the adoption of their own 
constitutions; yes, sir,- before -the formation of the 


-articles. of the confederacy., To prevent a Stat 


from the exettise of this jurisdiction, and .its‘en- 
forcenient; yot miist ‘show the inhibition in the 
Constitution of the United States.” E ask gentlemen 
to. point out, in that instrument, the clause Which 
prohibits a State from .exercising this power. . It 
ön: 
that the. Indian tribes within the. chartered: limits 
of a State, are. not sovereign and independent. 
Sir, no memiber on this floor, who regards his repu- 
‘tation as a Statestian, would venture. the opinion 
that Indian tribes within a State, and.especially 
within one of the..old thirteen, are not subject. to 
the laws of that State, by vittue of theif sovereign: 
ty. . Once admit: that position, and our ideas of dis- 
covery and.conquest, and.all their consequences, 
fale eis tet ed EM oe 
» The legislation-of. the.States has “closed the. at- 
gument; and. it. is an important. historical trath, 
inatics ought:to.recol- . 


„lect; that the Indians within the old thirteen States, 


and the lands :in-their occupancy, bave, 


i yeais, 
beén regulated by the laws of the States in, which 
they reside, and not by treaties; and, sir; notwith« 
standing all that we have heard to the contrary 
Georgia!—yes, sir, Georgia! was not only among 
the last, but the very last of the old thirteen, to take 
on herself the regulation of the Indians by law; 
and yet Georgia has been censured, abused, and 
slandered, for doing that which her sister States 


-had done, and long persevered in, before she even 


contemplated it. Ws, talks i Bi as BO 

I will beexensed, I trust; for adverting to a few 
historical facts in-reference: to-.this point, -not for 
the purpose of censure or- reproach, but: to..-show 


- others that Georgia was far:more tardy than, them- 


selves in establishing this:principle of jurisdiction. 
Massachusetts herself, atan early period, and 
whilst she was a colony, extended her laws over 
every tribe of Indians within her borders: nay, 
more, she limited: their ‘rights of occupancy. to. so 
many acres of land; appointed guardians for them; 
among other prohibitions, made it penal for an-Jn- 


| dian to become intoxicated, and, if found .so, be 
was Hable.. to. ‘stripes. - Many seemingly rigorous 


‘and oppressive laws were enacted by that State, to 


regulate and control those Indian tribes., ‘Thefan- 


atic of the-present day would weep over the mis- 
-deeds of those who have gone before us, and, ask 
-of- Heaven to look in mercy on them!, What 


weakness! what ridiculous sanctity! Sir, I have 
a deep and sincere. regard for our Puritan fore- 


. fathers; they have, for centuries, been.the theme, of 


-eulogy and eloquence; but the restless,.: intprmed- 


dling, morbid philanthropist of this generati 


nounces them as: demons. | It -is the par 


verned by the 
ich. surround 
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civilization, though designed for a different effect 
by the good people of that State, their Indian tribes 
have yielded to their destiny, and have been swept 
away from the face of the earth. 

Virginia, ene of- whose ` representatives. [Mr. 
Wisz] has spoken with so- much zeal on this sub- 
ject, and who has travelled out of his way to com- 
ment severely on the legislation of Georgia, has 
long since extended her jurisdiction over the In- 
dians; limited their. rights of occupancy to fifty 
acres; and yet her representative seems to have for- 
gotten it. “His remarks shall receive my attention 
before I conclude. : 

New York, too—is it necessary for me to 
show an intelligent Soay what has been her 
legislation? Her statutes are known: she has 
extended and exercised her jurisdiction over 
the Indians in the fullest manner; and. yet, 
from that State, Georgia has been denounced 
and rebuked. Sir, I asser: it, and history `wiil sus- 
tain me, that the Indians within the limits of Geor- 
have been treated, by that State, with as much 


iiy 
omer Stale’ Iw iM be excused for adverting briefly 


to the history of the past; I am necessarily driven 


into it from the course pursued towards the State 
which I represeni; I shall, therefore, review a few 
of the statements made, ‘and bring into contrast the 
conduct of Georgia with thai of other States, as well 
ja their course of policy as their moral justice to- 
wards the aborigines; for I .claim to be the repre- 
sentative of a people whose moral character and 


repttaiion will, not be subjected to reproach by a ! 


comparison with that of any other people. 

Sir, asa Georgian, one who loves his State, and 
knows well the character of her people T can but 
feel indignant at the unfounded charges whieh have 
been so profusely lavished upon Ber What has 
she done to authorize these groundless, mJjurious, 
and calumnious charges? Has she pursued a po- 
licy different. from other State? Where are those 
mighty, ‘tribes which were once seen on évery hill 
aud in every valléy, roamingin the forest, and pur- 


suing the game on every mountain top in the State . 


of Massachusetis? Yes, sit, tellme where are the 
Passamagquodies, the Penobsests, and numerous 

other tribes? Swept away, gone, extinets and how? 
Look to the statute ‘books ‘of Massachusetts, the his- 
tory of her legislation, and the history of her peo- 

ple. There you can find the causes. ‘Phose who 
are weeping over the op pressions of the Cherokees, 
and aski ng Congress tò abrogate. the treaty, may 
find food for theif sympathy; scenes ‘over which to 
shed their tears; outrages and violence which may. 
strixe them with Horror. But still, there were rea- 
sons in the then éxisting state of things to palliate, 
if not to justify allthis. The friend of Christianity 
and civilization canuot sorrow for the change. H 
is true that a mighty changehas taken place. The 
forest has disappeared; beautifal felus now gladden 
the eye; the wigwam- and the savage -are gone; the 
church ‘and the Anglo-Saxon occupy their places. 
Civilization, With all its arts, beauties, pleasures, 
comforts, and glory, has spread, its irresistible and 
predestinated power over the home of the red man; 
and under its influence he has dwindled away, 
without much change in his moral condition. Ft 
was his destiny. Let those who so anxiously feel 
for the Cherokees, and whose petitions have loaded 
your desk, remember-the days when even the Puri- 
tans were driven by savage cruelties tu the commis- 


sion of deeds which the heart s shudders at. “That 
may admonish them of the indelieacy of speaking. 
unkindly cf other States or other people. Compa- 
risous are anpleasant. Fris not my object to dis- 
parage othe but 0 vindicate my native State. 

Let me ac penevolent intermeddlers in the 


atairs of the S aah and especially in the business 
of Georgia, to attend to their own affairs, and Tam 
sure they can find employment for all their charity, 
benevolence, and sympathy. Itis not with feelings 
of shame and repreach, but with pride and ex ulta- 
tion, that I Jook back upon the long forbearance, 
the generous kindness, and the enlightened huma- 
nity, of my native State, in her intercourse with the 
Indians; aad I hesitate not to say, that whenever a 
demand shall be really made, not for crocodile 
tears, Dat for real sympathy and. friendship, no- 
where oa this broad continent will such demand 


ol 


, justice, and humanity, as those of any. 


see eeen cere ene nearer EIU Fn 


-dence has been in Georgi 
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State of Georgia. 

Will the gentlemen from Rhode Island, whose 
constituents have petitioned this body to rescue. the 
Cherokees from the cupidi:y and avarice of Geor- 
gia, and to inierpose and stay her oppressions to- 
wards tnat tribe, permit’ me to say that it is ex- 
ceedingly strangé that such censures should be in- 
flicted upon a State by those who, certainly, are ig- 
norant of many of the facts? These unweleome 
allegations are too grave to Jet pass unnoticed; a 
proper spirit would dictate to those petitioners the 
moral, atrocity of arraigning the character ofa 
whole people, without a knowledge of the facts 
which. would justify such uncharitableness. 

Is there no reason why Rhode Island should ex- 
hibit-a modest diffidence on- this subject? Let her 
remember the destiny of that warlike and noble 
tribe, the, Narragansetts, which once,proudly tra- 


- versed the hills and plains around that beautifal 


and capacious bay, between points Seconet and 
Judith; whose canoes alone, for centuries, floated on 
its otherwise undisturbed waters; a tribe which was 
the terror of the whites. Tell me not of the cruel- 
ties and oppressions of the Cherokees—of the pa- 
triotism of their white chiefs. Go and read the 
tale of your own Indian wars; the fate of noble Mi- 
antonimo,.a chief of the Narragansett tribe; the. 
treachery which produced hisdeath; and inquire who 


abetted his destruction: then tell: me whether there ` 


is more of effrontery or decency in forgefting these 
things, and making a crusade into “Georgia in 
search of objects over-which you may sympathize. 
The religious fanatic is more an object of pity 
than hatred; but the political agitator, who thus acts 
for mere party purpose or for individual notoriety, 
deserves the execrations of mankind. TI censure 
not the people, under the protection of whose hu- 
manity and christian philanthropy this distinguished 
tribe have disappeared, like the cloud of the morn- 


` ing, before the sun; that same kindness, under the 


same circumstances, wou'd again produce the same 
résult.. ‘To preserve the race from extermination, 


: you must plant them beyond . the influence of the 


white man. 


Look ‘at. Connecticut; ‘yes, sir, that ‘Vand “of | 


“steady habits,” the theatre of many pleasing asso- 
ciations to me; she, too, has made sympathizing re- 
moastrances against the Cherokee treaty, alleging 
fraud in the Government, and demanding of Con- 
gress to stay Georgia in her course and in her In- 
dian policy, and 0 prevent the perpetration of far- 
ther outrages on the Indians. The representatives 
of that State, I trust, will not consider me unkind 
in asking, “Where is the last. of the Mohegans?” 
the early friends of the white man: the bones cf 
their ancestors—the buriai-grounds of- their chiefs 
—where are they? Fertilizing the fields of the town 
of Norwich—where once was to be seen the grave 
of Uneas, the sachem, the honored friend and con- 
fiding ally of New England in her early days. To 
history I commit their memory. Already has “the 
last of the Mohegans,” been commemorated in 
story. The annals of no State in this Union are 
more strongly marked with acts of harshness, op- 
pression, and cruelty towards the Indians than that 
of Connecticut. “Perhaps many pailiatives for 
these apparent barbaritics are to be found in the 
ferocious charater of the savage, and ther unre- 
lenting antipathies to our race, My object is not 
to chargé the early settlers of thai section with 
cruelty and inhumanity, but only to remind their 
descendants, their kinsmen of -this day, who ob- 
trasively and unkindly -speak of the State of 
Georgia in terms of reproach, that the Cherokees 
have much cause for thankfulness that their resi- 
gia, and notin “the land 
of steady habits.” 

Mr. Chairman, 
you heard the voice of New York? 
boldness amazed me. She cried aloud and spared 
not—Georgia.. I speak of the petitions forwarded 
to this House, and now on the Clerk’s desk; they 
speak of oppression, cruelty, and fraud: Let me 
turn the glass to her, and ask her to see herself as 
others see her, and to examine herself before she 

complains of the impropriecties ofothers. Does she 
not perceive the great difference between precept 
and example? It must not be consideret illiberal 


were you not surprised when 


be‘ more promptly and liberally met than in the- 


‘tiful commentary on the 


` Why, her- 


seemsrenamevensuentnaagpernanae to sombninassneraaterntatanaibninetin tt ttt ma 


federated tribes of the Six N ations. Wil the: re- 
presentative from Buffalo tell me in what part of 
thie Union that powerful. confederacy now exists? 
What has been the destiny of that. dis inguished 
chief Red Jacket? whose honor and honesty. were 
untouched. asd unsullied—now “mouldering in 
his grave, and nothing left of the ribe but 
his portrait, now- hanging in your Indian gal- 
lery. .It would. be useless to: trace the destiny 


‘of the Tuscaroras, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, 


&e. afew femain as miserable monuments of the 
numerous tribes which, at one period, were the 
lords of the Empire State. Thei hanting-srounds 
are now decorated with splendid cities, beautiful 
towns, plentiful fields, a` dense, thriving, and intel- 
ligent population. Ge and. visit. the wester part 
of that State—the inheritance of these tribes: will 
philanthropy sicken and weep over- the change; or 
mourn at the prosperity of our race? Who will 
sigh when he ~beholds the magnificent churches, 
temples of the true God, ‘erected ‘on soil once. the 
heritage of a race that kaew not christianity? 
The race hasdwindled, but few remain—they are 
gone—‘‘the places that knew them once shall know 
them no ‘more forever.” Who ocespies their 
lands? and how was that occupancy obtained—~by 
treaty or contract? If so, to whom was the conside- 
ration paid?’ . Not to the Indians, for they are poor 
and depeñdent.. And yet g gentlemen from that State 
speak of the South, and especially Georgia, as be- 


-ing illiberal and inhuman; and insinuate, in lofty 


tones, that we are violators of justice and humani- 
ty. Is this kind? isit right? Itis one of the de- 
vices of the world to concéal our own improprie- 
ties by diverting the attention to others; but it is the 
part of wisdom, and one of the obligations of duty, 
to strive at least to know one’s self. An obsery~ 
ance of this precept would have shielded Georgia 
from the attacks or censures of New York. Let 
her remember the moral of the “glass house.” 

I have, from a disposition to economise the time 
of the committee, passed, without comment, the 
Jegisiation of several .of the Eastern States, con- 
nected with their Indian relations. Many were 
fortunate and. successful- (from the rigor ‘of their 
enactments, and.not,I presume, from their extremé 
humanity” and: indulgence to the Indians} -in being 
relieved at an early period fram.sach troublesome 
neighbors. ..I shall, for the same reason, omit all 
the Middie States, not one of which, at. this day, 
has even the remnant of a tribe remaining. Such 
has been the influence which their philanthropy and 
bumane legislation have had, that. the nomerous 
tribes which once existed among them have ‘va- 
nished, disappeared, and are now forgotten: a beau- 
benevolence of those 
States, and the practical operation of their humane 
protection! 

Iwill, Mr. Chairman, however, refer for a mo- 
ment respectfally tothe State of Pennsylvania; other- 
wisg, one of her representatives from Philadelphia, 
and the numerous petitioners whose petitions he has , 
laid before this committee, might consider me want- 
ing in respect, -if I were to pass unnoticed the Key- 
stone State. I shall not be wanting in civility. . Sir, 
that State, in 1681, was grantedto William Penn by 
Charles the Second; it was rapidly settled with 
Friends and Quakers—certaisly a peaceful and 
quiet people, deeply imbued with philanthropy, be- 
nevolence, and Christian forbearance, but still they 
were vastly perp'exed, disturbed, and harrassed by 
numerous tribes of Indians, although their great 
leader established a friendly intercourse with the 
tribes, which lasted fer seventy years. Will the gen- 
Ueman froin Philadelphia, whose feelings daring this 
debate. have been wrought into madness, tell me 
where are those numerous tribes with whom that 


‘long and friendly intercouse was maintained? Will 


the peacefuland humane of Pennsylvania: answer 
me? Have peace, brotherly lore, Christian kind- 
ness, and benevolence, utterly exterminated them? 
One fact is certain: not a- remnant, not a solitary 
man of the forest, remains within the limits of that 
State, to tell of the renown.of his tribe, theirdeeds 
of war, or to point to the depositories. of. their 
chiefs and their warriors—none to.speak, with the 

eloquence of nature, of, their destiny and the 
cruelty of teing forced from their homes and thè 
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graves of their ancestors. What has produced 
this state of things? The influence of that peace- 
ful intercourse and the indulgent legislation of that 
State? As charity should begin at home, I can 


put regret that the good people of Pennsylvania - 


would not confine themselves to a careful exami- 
nationtr their own relations and conduct to the 
Indian race; and, whilst they are pouring out their 
sympathies with such freedom over the Cherokees, 
they should -be reminded that, if they had been 
generous in the use of it at home, so much would 
not have been on hand to supply foreign markets, 
when neither religion nor justice requires it. Chari- 
ty isa domestic article, useful at home, and should 
never be exported except under extraordinary cir- 
cumstances. It is deeply humiliating to observe 
the charac:er of man, the tendencies of his nature. 
A better man than William Penn scarcely ever 
lived; his whole life was marked by- strong virtues, 
and was influenced by strong common sense; he 
always chose thé lesser evil; -he had more than the 
suavity of the present day; none of its false philan- 
thropy—he lived for hisday. Rum he knew tobe the 
bane of the savage; he, therefore, denied it to them: 
land he knew to be the object of his people; he, 
therefore, obtained it for them: for have it they 
must—to- obtain it peaceably was desirable. To 
succeed, he fou: d rum an irresistible instrument, 
filled. with arguments strong and overwhelming; he, 
therefore, it is said, permitted it to be given to the 
chiefs on treaty-making days. It was better thus 
to control the ignorance of the savage by that 


means, than to have resorted to. physical force., 


Abstract and metaphysical morality, perhaps, may 
deny the position; it is not my business to vindi- 
cate it, f T 

There are many incidents in the history of this 
delightful region which will serve to amuse, whilst 
they may. convince, those who’ have been so free 
in their attacks on others, of the dangers of ivesti- 
gation to themselves.. Under the treaties made at 
an early day, in Pennsylvania, lands were mea- 
sured by the step: our friends; it is said, in the most 
peaceful manner, always engaged for that service a 
tong-legged man, who could step far; sometimes 
lines were to be prescribed by a day’s walk; and 
jt is. worthy of remark, that among the ancestors 
of our steady and circumspect friends a man was 
found who went his ninety-five miles ina day, to 
the utter amazement of the Indians! Was this a 
fraud? The county of Chester, adjoining the city 
of Philadelphia, and one of the most fertile coun- 
ties in the State, was obtained for a keg of James- 
town tobacco. This incident belongs ‘to. history; I 
do not allude to it for the purpose of impngning 
the honesty of that day—not at all; it'was in-per- 
feet accordance with the policy of the times., In 
imitation of such contracts and transactions 
have grown all our -treaties with the In- 
dians; we have used them as means to do 
that which would otherwise have been done 
by power, The Cherokee treaty, which has been 
so violently abused, has more to recommend and 
sustain it than any treaty which I have examined. 
I speak of the consideration to be paid; the persons 
who are to receive it; the support they are to ob- 
tain; and the vast and lasting benefits the Indians 
are to secure by it. Rum had no instrumentality 
in procuring it; nor is tobacco any part of the con- 
sideration. Let no man cry fraud, and abuse our 
pecple for their-intercourse with the Indians. It 
is needless to attempt concealment onthe subject— 
the General Government and the State Govern- 
ments have treated the Indians as children; seduced 
them by presents, by kindness, and by such means 
as would procure the object with the least difficulty, 
and without ‘violence. Who believes that, if the 
aborigines of this country had stubbornly and per- 
tinaciously. refused. to treat or sell the lands to our 
race, we would not have taken them? I repeat, 
that our policy has: been, under the cover of trea- 
ties and contracts, to do- that which would have 
been, and might rightfully have been done, with- 
out them. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
who-has actually shed tears in speaking of the Che- 
rokees, not -to ery any more for them, and to take 
consolation, for'they are protected by the laws of 
the States; are secure in their property, and have 
alth: than the same number of people in 


tna remnant enn 


-gotten. 


‘qwars with the Indians. 
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any portion of the Union. And, let me ask him, 
when he again feels either in a weeping mood, or 
indignant at the injustice committed against the 
Indians, and deals in abuse and denunciation, to 
commence at home, then travel South, ‘ant 
E assure him, when he reaches Georgia, his stock, 
unless a very large one, will be all exhansted. 

Sir, I will notice the fate of the Indians in one 
other State only, and that purely for the gratifica- 
tion of the gentleman from ‘that Siate (Mrs Wise] 
who has entered into this race with his “ bridle 
off,” and whose leaps and charges shall not be for- 


and see what were the three greatest calamities she 
had to contend with when she was young and 
modest; and had nosons capable of “ castigating 
a State.” 
Virginia encountered many difficulties, among the 


most prominent of which were sickness, famine, and ‘| 
Now; sir, E trust sickness. 
has been greatly mitigated in its terrors, from the | 


increase of intelligence; famine, by the success of 
agriculture, and the absence of the Indians, is ba- 
nished. But that third difficulty—what has become 
of those Indians? the terror of “ young Virginia?” 
Gone!’ Will the gentleman say where? These 
mighty tribes, reduced to a wretched and forlorn 
condition, dwindled down to. some forty or fifty in 
number, under the influence of your laws; and the 
few now remaining, in continuation of the custom 
established by the tribes in their better days, ar- 
nually pay their respects to the Governor of 
Virginia, and presext him with ducks-.and fish, 
more in commemoration of. their existence than 


as a tribute to the. power which “has inno- 
| cently caused the desolation of their race.. Sir, 


long may this. poor remnant live; and: perhaps: I 
may yet see the day when the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, “ex officio,” may. .be.the: beneficiary and re- 
cipient ofthese ducks and. fish—the offering of 


-friendship to the power that smote them, by that 


last of the warlike tribes, once the scourge of Vir- 
ginia. Yet the laws of that State controlling those 


people were marked by humanity, and an absence | 


of all cruelty—a liberal spirit breathing throughout. 
But still these nations seem no less to vanish. It 
seems to be the doom of this race to pass away and 
be forgotten; the efforts of civilization cannot ar- 
rest it. The subject is one on which the philan- 
thropist and philosopher may speculate, over which 
christian benevolence may weep, and bid us ac- 
knowledge, from every valley we pass, and every 
lofty mountain we ascend, the power, the wisdom, 
and the mystery of the ways of Providence. 


Thus, sir, I have rapidly and very slightly sketch- ` 


ed the policy of several of the States of this Union, 
and the consequences of that policy in its influence 
over the. aborigines of this country; and this brings 


“me to that of Georgia, and the course she has pur- 


sued—a course, too, be it remembered, made ne- 
cessary, at least, by attempting. to carry out the 
policy of this Government. ‘Phe policy of’ that 
State shail be defended, and her character vindi- 
cated from the aspersion cast upon it. © With this 
object I shall proceed, and shall do so briefly, as a 
compensation for that attention and patience which 
have been so kindly extended to me. : 

At the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 


“(have gentlemen forgotten itt) Georgia compre- 


hended all the territory which now constitutes three 
large States of this confederacy, and held the. pro- 
prietary control thereof to the year 1802. To that 
period the now States of Alabama and Mississippi 
belonged to Georgia, and were within the limits of 
her charter; and the commission, under the king- 
dom of Great Britain, to James Wright, bearing 
date “on the 20th of January, 1764; constituting 


‘and appointing him to be captain-general and go- 


vernor-in-chief in and over the colony of Georgia; 
bounded.on the north by the most northern stream 
ofa river, there commonly called Savannah, as 
far as the head of said river; and {rom thence west- 
ward as far as our territories extend; on the east, by 
the seacoast, from the said river Savannah, to the 
most southern stream of a certain other river, called 
St. Mary’s, including all- islands within twenty 
leagues of the coast, lying between the said rivers 
Savannah and St. Mary’s,as far as the head there- 
of; and from thence westward, as faras our terri- 


Look to the history of the Old Dominion,- 


That informs us that the colonists of | 
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nndary.line ef our pro- 
vinces of East and W Jorida;” and, also; aĉ- 
cording to the boundar t forth in. the Constitu- 
tien of the State of Georgia. ‘She, however, for 
wise and. patriotic purposes, by the compact of 
1802, ceded to the United States the whole: of the 
territory within the limits of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, as will be seen by the- first artiele of said 
compact, which is in thése words: oo Sygo, 
_. ©The State of Georgia cedes to the United States ali the right, 
iste, and claim, which said State has to jurisdiction and soi! of 
the lands situated within the boundaries of thé ‘Un ted Statea; 
‘south of the State of Tennessee, and west of a line beginning on 
the western bank of the Chaitahoochie river, where the same 
crosses the boundary. line between the United States and Spain; 
running thence up the said river Chattahoochie, and along the 
western bank thereof, tothe great bend thereof, next above the 
place where a certain creek or river, called “UWchee’ (being the 
first considerable stream-on the western side above the: Cusse- 
tas and Coweta towns) empties into the said Chattahoochie 
river; thence a direct line to Niekaguck, om.the ‘Tennessee 
river; thence crossing the said Jast mentioned river; and thence 
running up the said Tennessee: river, and along the western 
bank thereof, te the southern boundary line of the State of Ten- 
_nessee,’”” &c, Fes ok 

In consideration of which, the United States was 
to perform ¢ertain things, as will be seen by. refe- 
rence to the articles of cession and agreement; and, 
especially, “that the United States ‘shall, at their 
own expense, extinguish, for the use of Georgia, as 
early as the same can -be “peaceably obtained, on 
reasonable terms, the Indian title,” &c. lo ail the 
lands in their occupancy within the limits of Geor- 
gia.. Did, this compact.change any of the consti- 
tutional powers of the State; and her right.ef juris- 
diction over'the territory not ceded to, the United 
States, but retained? Certainly not. She yielded 
nothing within hér retained limits; hèr title to, and 
authority over, those limits, were fall and com- 
plete. fee oe ; 

~ Bat, should any dóubtexi ‘posi 

‘atlicles of cession will remove it. The @d'article 
is in these words: “The United States accept the 
cession above mentioned, and on the conditions 
therein expressed; and they cede to the State of Geor- 
gia whatever claim, right, or title they may have lo the 
jurisdiction. or soil of any lands,” &c. being within 
the State, The United States (as a previous part 
of my argument, I trust, has shown) had no juris- 
diction ‘within any of the States; and the only 
powers ‘that she can exercise within a State are 
delegated by the Constitution, and. not by virtue of 
any inherent sovereign power; but still, if it were 
otherwise, the 2d article has determined that pow- 
er, so far-as it could be determined by a compact. 

Independent of the articles of cession, Georgia 
has the same jurisdiction, and the same power over 
her territory, and the Indians thereon, which other 
States, possess} with the’ additional force of the 
solemn recognition, that by the compact of 1802 
the United States ceded to Georgia ‘“‘whatever 
claim, right, or title to-the jurisdiction,” &c. she had 
within the-State ef Georgia... If she held not the 
jurisdiction before, she does now. 

The intents and objects of the compact of 1802 
were paiticularly to relieve Georgia from the pay- 
ment of any consideration which might be necessa- 
ry to satisfy the Indians for their mere right of oc- 


tories extend, by the nd 


| cupancy, although, strictly, they are tenants at 


wil. The State, at any time, bad the power to ex- 
tinguish the Indian. right by contract, or in: any 
other form her judgment and sense of justice might 
dictate. “Her power over the Indian was as unli- 
mited as over the white citizen. If the State can- 
not exercise that power, what ‘political’ power can 
be exercised according to the forms of our Govern: 
ment? Aa ad 
When the compact was confirmed, which was in 
April, 1802, two tribes of Indians, warlike and nu- 
merous, were within the State of Georgia—the 
Creeks and Cherokees. - They. were in the oceu- 
pancy of nearly owe half of the whole State, and 
of the most. fertile and desirable lands. The Uni- 
ted. States:was'bound to remove them: she had 
given her obligation to do so; she had pledged her 
faith to doit. Justice and equity required ajpunc- 
What has been 


May, 1838. 


25rH Conc-++-2xp Sess. 


Indian hostilities—Mr. Dawson. 
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kee posscssions.. She did not embrace it, for causes 
which were not then satisfactory to the State. 
Since the articles of cession, and whiist the 


strongest legal and moral obligations were constant-. 


ly pressing the United States to the discharge. of 
her stipulations with Georgia, she has obtained, by 
Indian treaties, millions on millions of aeres of 
land. State after State has been organized and ad- 
mitted into the Union— the population of several of 
them now far exceeds that of Georgia. Yea, sir— 
and [almost blush for the faithleseness of this Go- 
vernment when I mention it—she has obtained, by 
teeaty, from the Indians, every acre of land in ‘the 
now States of Alabama and Mississippi; the very 
lands ceded by Georgia to the United Siates, in con- 
sideration that she should extinguish the occupant 
right in that State. . 

These States, the daughters of Georgia, though 
netso extensive in territory as their mother, have 


outstripped her in production; and an Indian does 


not own, within either State, an acre of land, ex- 
cept as reservee. An obligor who should thus act 
towards his obligee would be pronounced faithless 
and unjust. A debtor who would thus disregard 
the rights of his creditor would forfeit his charac- 
teras an honest man. 
treated for more than thirty years; and now she is 
accused of rashness, intemperate zeal, and exces- 
sive importunity, in pressing the fulfilment of the 
compact, 

Why did not this Government, instead of ob- 
taining immense bodies of land in the West, ho- 
nestly “discharge her obligations to Georgia? Why 
did she not extinguish the a pant right in Georgia, 
instead of Alabama and & ppi 2 The answer 
is obvious—the lands in Georgia, if obtained, went 
to that State; the other belonged to the General Go- 
vernment. Had the interest been reversed, the In- 
dians within Georgia would lung since have be.n 
peaceably removed. 

This isnot mere assertion: I will. demonstrate 
it In 1817, a treaty was negotiated by Andréw 
Jackson, (late President,) Joseph McMinn, (for- 
merly Governor. of Tennessee,) and General 
David Meriwether, as commissioners on the part 
of the United States; and the chiefs, headmen, and: 
warriors of the Cherokee nation east of the Mis- 
sissippi, and the deputies of those.on the Arkansas 
river, This treaty was most fairly obtaised, with- 
out the least imputation of fraud from any quarter, 
and was unanimously ratified by the Senate of the 
United States; by which Georgia 
quired nearly all the lands in the occupancy of the 
Cherokee tribe within her territorial limits, and the 


a 


obligations of the United States would’ have been 


fulfilled. 

Mr. Chairman, the treatment of my State in re- 
lation to this very treaty, was so exiracrdinary, un- 
just, and unfaithful, that I feel constrained to ask a 
few moments’ indalgence, in presenting the facts to 
this body, that the State I represent sha ll be vingi- 
cated, and the public mind disabused, of the misap- 
prehensions so extensively prevailing. Let me 
read to the committee the preamble to the treaty of 
1817, and I ask particular attention, to it: (6 vol. 

, } 
Laws of the United Siates, p. 702.) 

Whereas, in the auti the year enc thousand eight hun- 
dred and eigbt, ad n from the upper and lower Chero- 
kee towns, duly av d by their nation, went on to the city. 
of Washington named to declare to ihe President of 
the l esive to engage in the pursuits 

7 sed life in the Country they then occu- 
tofthe United States 
at large to dothis, 
line be:ween- the 
of the Fi- 
ting their 
the esta- 


deputies 
nue the 


from thei lowe 
hunter life, 
q 


opi rive T 
And whereas, t! he Be os a o 


yon the. 9h: d-y of Janu- 
nine, including other 


he ‘United States my children, ar ‘the friends of both 
and, as far as can be ti asonably asked, they are wiil- 
satiafy the w Those who remain, may be 
assured of our d and good neig!borhood. 
Those who w permitted to send.an exploring 
of the Arkansas 
tter, as they will 
which will be- 

riets of the 
the St. Francis. 


Vet Georgia has been thus “ 


would have ac- 


States, afier maturely : 


“When this party shall have found a tract of country. suit- 
ing the emigrants, and not claimed by other Indians, we wili 
atrange with them and you the exchange of that for a just 
portion of the country they Jeave,and to a part of which, pro- 
portioned ‘to their numbers, they have a right. Every aid 
towards. their removal, and what will be necessary for them 
there, will then. be freely administered tothem; and when esta- 
blished in their new settlements, we shdil stiil consider them 


as our children, give them the benefit of exchanging their, 


peltries for what they will want at our factories, and always 
hold them firmly by the hand:’” 

And whereas the Cherukees,relying on the promises of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, as above recited, did explore the 
country on the westside of the Mississ'ppi, and made choice of 
the country on the Arkansas and White rivers, and settled 
themselves down upon the United: States lands, to which no 
other tribe: of Indians have any just claim, and have duly noti- 
fied the President of the United States thereof, and of their 
anxious desire for the full and complete ratification of his 
promise, and-to that end, as notified by the President of the 
United states, have sent on their agents with fil] powers to 
execute a treaty, relinquishing to the United States all the 
right, title, and interest to all lands of rightto them belonging, as 
part of the Cherokee nation, which they have left, and which 
they are about to Jeave, proportioned te their numbers. in- 
cluding, with those now on the Ar kansas, those who are about 
to remove thither, and to a portion of which they have an 
egual right, agreeably to their numbers. 

The “lower towns,” who thus made known 
their désire, in the year 1808, to continue the hun- 
ter-life, and also the scarcity of game where they 


then lived, and their wish, under those circum- 


stances, to remove across the Mississippi river, on 


some vacant land of the United States, were chiefly 
that portion of the Cherokee tribe who were in 
the occupancy of the lands which the United States 
were to obtain for Georgia. Notwithstanding this 
disposition of the Indians to surrender their lands 
as early as 1808, the United States did not embrace 
it, but, on the contrary, abandoned her duty, and 
made no effort to obtain the land until this treaty 
of 1817, which extinguished the occupant right of 
the Cherokee Indians to nearly all the lands con- 
templated by the compact of 1802. Georgia now 
thought her just rights were secured; and that soon 
her forests would become fields, and her popula- 
tion increase. Notwithstanding these just expecta- 
tions, this treaty of 1817, against which no alega- 
tion had been made of fraud ' or injustice, unless it 
‘was considered a fraud in the: United States to 
comply with her contract, and to have done an act 
of justice to Georgia, was, by articles of conven- 
tion made between John C. Calhoun, Secretary of 
War, beig specially authorized therefor by the 
President of the United States, and the ‘chiefs and 
headmen. of the Cherokee nation of Indians, duly 
authorized and empowered. by said nation, at the 
city of Washington, on the 27th February, 1819, 

readjusted, and, so far as the interest of. ‘Georgia 
was involved, measurably abrogated, and, on its 
very face, virtually deciared that the United States 
did not intend to comply with the articles which she 
was solemnly pledged to fulfil. Sir, let me read to- 


the committee the preamble of this treaty: 

Wheteas a greater part of the Cherokee nation have express- 
ed an earnest desire to remain on this side of the Mississippi, and 
being desirous, in order to commence those measures which 
they deem necessary to the civilization and preservation of 
their nation, that the treaty between the United States and 


them, signed theeighth of July. eighteen hundred and seven-- 
3 g y, eig 


teen, might, without- further delay, or the tronhle or expense 
of taking the census, as stipulated in the said treaty, be fi finally 
adjusted, have offeredto cede to the United States a tact ef 
country at least as extensive as that which they probably are 
entitled to under its provisions, the contracting parties have 
agreed to and conciude the following articles. 

Thus, by this treaty, arrangemestsare made, and 


measures adopted, by whieh the Indians were to 


remain east of the Mississippi, within the limits of | 


Georgia; and the treaty of 1817. to be set aside, in 
violation of the- vested rights of Georgia under that 
treaty, and witha reckless disregard ol the obliga- 
tions of the compact. By this treaty of 1819, the 
Cherokee nation ceded to the United States all of 
their lands lyingynorth and east of ihe following 
lines, viz: 

Reginning on the Tenn 
Cherok-e boundary with 
Territory, joins the same; 
river, tothe mouth ofthe Hiwa H thence, al its main chan- 
nei, to the first hili which closes in cn said river, about two miles 
above Hiwasree old town; thence, along the ridge whieh divides 
the waters of the Hiwassee and Little Tellico, to the Te nnessee 
river, at Talassee; thence, along the main channel, to thej june- 
tion of the Cowee and Nanteyalee; thence, along the ridge in 
the fork of said river, to the top of the blae ridge; thence, 
along the blue ridge, te the Unicoy turnpike road; thence, by 
a straight line, to the nearest main source of the -Chestatee: 
thence, along its main channel, to the Chattahoochie; and 
thence, to the Creek boundary. i . 

Iam thus particular, Mr. Chairman, to show the 
treatment Georgia has received; to present to the 


people of the Union the injustice she has suffered, 


see river, at the point where the 
> Atabama 


elofsaid 


` and if Georgia utters a complaint, 


dian tities, 


i; In 1808, 


the patience she has exhibited, the christian. for- 
bearance which has marked her submission amidst 
the embarrassing difficulties aud. disappointments 
which this Government caused by its heglect of 
solemn engagements. Remember, in „1817 our 
right were partially regarded, and our territory ob= 
tained. In 1819 our rights divested, our prospects 
blighted; the Indians, instead of being removed, 

were arranging for permanently remaining , and 
this Government approving these arrangements; 
les a protest, 

or uses that “ ultimato ratio” of some politicians, 

remonstrance, She is charged with violence, cruelty, 

and hatred to the Indians. Such conduct is insuit- 
ing.to the feelings of every Georgian, disreputable 
to the General Government. We have. paid mil- 
lions for the mere obligation to extinguish the Fn- 
Look at the sales of public lands in. 
the States of Alabama and Mississippi. You have 
received the proceeds; and how have you compen- 
sated Georgia for all this? Have you ‘discharged 
your obligations? have you acted in good faith? 
No, sir; to; vindicate yourself as a Goverament, 

and as an obligor, you have slandered your credi- 
tor; when‘she has requested payment, you speak 
of-her importunities. Sir, the whole conduct of 
this.Government towards Georgia, on this transac- 


` tion, has been faithless and dilatory. - Why basit 


been so? Mere avarice; a-desire to obtain for her- 
self—to procure millions, for her own use, by ne- 
glect of her obligations to us. 

To add to-all this, in making this treaty of 1819 
and others, you violate the compact, by placing it 
out of the power of the Government to discharge 
it; you guaranty in fee simple six hundred and 
forty acres to each head of an Indian family who 
reside within the ceded territery, who choose to be- 
come citizens of the United States, &e. Is this 
extinguishing the Indian occupant rights for the 
use of Georgia? No, sir, for the use of the Indian 
—he or she is to have the absolute fee, and the 
consequent right of individual alienation or sale 
to whom he or she pleases.. And yet, we are told, 
Georgia is too clamorous. 

‘Mr. Chairman, I ask of gentlemen who-have so 
frequently expressed’ themselves unkindly, if they 
are not convinced’ of the injustice of their. censure? 
‘the Cherokees in’ Georgi 
for a treaty; the Government, 
much involved in foreign difficaliies ande 
to attend to such matters: we did nor >. 
that time—no, sir, not even remonstrate. Geer. 
saw the position of the ration, and patrioticaily 
awaited a more favorable condition of the country; 
she’ indulged her debtor. War, in the mea 
was declared, and ail its evils, and 
and sacrifices freely enccuntered, and by no Siate 
more freely than by Georgia. Peace was restored; 
unusual prosperity sprung up; the ‘Government 
was basking in a glorious sunshine; and Georgia, 
who had contributed her share in the struggle, and 
severely earned her proportion of the fame, asked 
once more, in. 1816, that the compact of 1802 
should be executed. Her request was responded 
to, and she saw, as she supposed, an end of this 
exciting controversy. But, unfortunately, she was 
mistaken; soon she heard of local jealousigs—Ca- 
rolina and Georgia feeling; the great mento which 
the war had given birth began to aspire; individu- 
al jealously commenced taking root; “rifles light 
as air” soon increased the flame into a blaze: the 
end of all this has been an injury to the entire 
South. We then heard of the duty the Govern- 
ment owed to itself to prepare for the payment of 
the public debt incurred by the war; it was a pa- 
triotic ubject, and a praiseworthy suggestion, and 
should have been done, but not at the expense of 
the faith of the General Government to Georgia. 
To disencumber the Government of her debt, taxes 
had been inciased by the tariff of 1816; lands 
were obtained for the purpose of sale, so that the 
proceeds might go into the treasury of the Union. 
The treaty of 1817 obtained lands for Georgia, for 
which the General Government had to expend, not 
receive; hence the modifications of the treaty of 
1817 by the one made at ‘Washington city, 1819, 
by which Georgia lost her rights, and the rich and 
fertile lands of Tennessee and Alabama were eb- 
tained, sold, and the proceeds applied, in payment 


AGA 


wird Coxe 
of the public ; ; e 
To all this, in 1819, Georgia remonstraled and 3ub- 
milted—injusice increasing, as it always does, 
py submission to it. The spirit of the State, un- 
der the auspices of the fearless, able, and honest 
Trop, threw her a step beyond th s gloriousreme- 
dy of remonstrance—upon the self-protecting. and 
conservative remedy of State interposition—call it 
by what name you please—none better than neili- 
fication. , “4s 
Since the year 1819, we have ‘been continually 
told that no treaty could be obtained on peaceable 
and reasonable terms. And why, sit? Becaué the 
treaty of that year indicated to the Indians a wil- 
Jingness on the part of the Government that their 
location should „be permanent; that the. compact 
should not be enforced: but, above all, a. new in- 
fluence and a moral power had arisen amongst the 
Cherokees, which began then, and’ has ever since 
governed that tribe; white men, many of them fo- 
Teigners, who had taken Indian wives, were nume- 
rous, and by their alliances soon had great influ- 
ence. Tbeir children grew up, many, half-breeds, 
one-fourth and eighth Indians, were well educated; 
parents, who through their intelligence and. cùn- 
ning had become rich, and were able to educate 
their children. ‘This class grew into a complete 
aristocracy; having all the wealth, the intelligence, 
and energy, impelled by the great ruling motives of 
human action, avarice and ambition, soon took the 
entire control of the tribe. No people on earth ex- 
hibited distinctions in society more eompletely aris- 
tocratic. Finally, these mixed men became ‘the 
mind of the tribe—completely despotic. The an- 
nuities due ihe people by this Government, and the 
whole of their finances, soon hecame au object of 
systematic and legalized plunder. To give this 


system a patriotic coloring, a Republican: form ‘of- 


Government must be instituted. In 1828 these 
white men, halfbreeds, &c. actually formed a 
written Constitution, very much in spirit. like the 
Constitutions ot ‘the States. They had legislative, 
execotive, and judicial departments. The mem- 
bers of conncil, theit chief executive, and their va- 
rious circuits, judges, clerks, sheriffs, &c. were 
filled—with whom, sir? Your Rosses, Gunters, 
Taylors, Hickses, Marlins, Fields, Bushyheads, 
&c.; men of sense and cunning, who received sa- 
laries jast in proportion to the annuities and other 
receipts. Chere were but few of your Sleeping 
Rabbits, Going Snakes, and Standing Turkeys, 
whole bloods, who held office or received salaries. 
No, sit, such know nothing of the fraucs-in Go- 
vernmental appropriations, and the other arts of 
the white man. They know nothing Of the annui- 
ties or of their disposition; like afl other full-blood- 
ed Indians, they are ignorant. : 

This Government went into operation as inde- 
pendent and sovereign, exercising civil and crimi- 
nal jurisdiction. : : 

The question here presented is important, and 


involves diréct!y and vitally the doctrine of State + 


rights. Had Georgia the right to extend her juris- 
diction over the Cherokees, and abolish this inde- 
perdent and sovereign Governmentof theirs? Most 
clearly; “for, by the Revolution, the duties as well 
as the powers of Government devolved on the peo- 
ple of the State. It is admitted that among the lat- 
ter were comprehended the transcendent powers of 
Parliament, as well as those of the Exeeulive De- 
pattment°—4 Wheaten, 451, case of Dartmouth 
College vs. Woodward. In the case of Buckner 
as. Findley, 2 Peters, 591, the same principle, it 
is decided, applies to the States; ‘‘for though they 
form a confederated Government, yet the: several 
States retain their individual sovereignties, and, with 
respect to their municipal regulations, are lo each 
other foreign! ‘These powers of Government [in 
the language*of ‘Judge Baldwin] which thus de- 
volved on Georgia: by the Revolution, over-her 
whole territory, are unimpaired by any. surreadér 
-of her territorial jurisdiction, by the old confedera- 
tion, or the new Céastitution, as there was in both 
press saving, as well as by the fenth article. 
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| this Government acting under it.” 


instead of the common Indians, &c. there, 
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Indian dir, Duwson. 


and other debis of this Government. |} has acquired by cession from the S’ates or treaties 


with foreign. powers, combining the rights 0 ‘the 


daries there can be no other nation, communi, oF 
sovereign power, which this department can judi- 
ciaily recognise as a foreign state, capable of de- 
manding or claiming our interposition, so, as to 
enable them to exercise a jurisdiction incompatibie 
with a sovereigniy in Georgia, which has been recog 
nied hy the Constitution and every department of 
“Indian sove- 


reigaty cannot be roused from its long slumber, ` 


and awakened into action by our fiat. I find no 
acknowledgment of it by the legislative. or execu- 
tive power.” The right of the State being esta- 
blished, it then becomes a question of expediency, 
depending entirely on the le gislative will of Geor- 
gia, whether the Cherokee Government should be 
abolished, and the laws of the State extended over 
the Indians. DA 
Georgia delayed the exercise of this power; she 
felt unwilling todo.any act which might change 


‘the habits of the Indians, or limit them in their 


pursuits; she determined to forbear as long as the 
Cherokee people were capable of self-government, 


according to their habits and customs, Many years 


ago the authorities of Georgia saw the approach- 
ing difficulties—the evils that were accumulating. 
‘That country, notwithstanding your intercourse 
laws, became the home of white men; foreis ners 
from. every part of Europe, stragglers from. all 
parts of the Union, gathered. there. They saw a 


good prospect for influence and speculation, These E 


men became connected -with the: Indians.. The 
father of Joha. Ross was a Scotchman. by birth,. 
married a Cherokee, settled himselfamang. them, 


perty within the “fimits.-of. Georgia, without: dis- 
charging a single duty, tothe State asa cifizen, and 
denying. all’ allegiance and obedience to her, as 


` many others did. The consequence was, large 


families of half-breeds grew up intelligent and well- 
educated men. 
Gunter, Rogers, and hundreds of others, may be 
considered, from their complexion, white men, not 
Indians. ‘They claim to be Indians, with the in- 
telligence and color of. white men. This class of 
the Cherokee people have become very wealthy— 
and how? By the advantages which education and 
intelligence give over ignorance, combined with 


the advantage of living without- taxation ofany > 


kind.. The. proceeds of labor, the annuities; and 
the. means generally of the. tribe,-found their 
way into the pockets of thesé.men. ‘Phese white 
men, who owed no allegiance ånd paid. no taxes 


to the United States. or Georgia, discharged not.a — 


single civil duty, fought no battles, and. were.in 
fact-exemptfrom all legal responsibility, on. the 
soil- which. of right belonged. to. the State, “They 
had become “squatters” on the best lands, and had 
large plantations, with large. numbers -of slaves 
and full-blooded Indians cultivating them, because 
they had married Indians, half-blooded, with a 
fourth or an eighth; and- their children’s children, 
almost purely white, continuing the same schemes. 
Thece are the “Cherokees” who have interfered. to 
prevent the removal of the “Indians,” who have 
been anxious (when these half-breeds and whites 
did not oppose) since the year 1808, to go west. of 
the Mississippi. These men—Indians incnothing 
but the name, not so in color or iu character— 
would-not willingly treat with the United States 
unless they derived all the advantages, as. they now 
have all.the power; and for the last. twenty five 
years, whenever a treaty has been effected, it has 
been through the influence of these men, who made 
the treaty; so that they “might be profited: by it. 
"Phese are facts known -to every Georgian and 
Tennesseean near the Indian territory; hence it is 
that any‘treaty giving all the heads of Indian fami- 
lies equal benefits and proportions of the money 
paid, will be- opposed “by such. men as have ruled 
that unfortunate people for many years. “Ifthe 
five millions had. been given to. “the Government” 
ofthe nation, which is» John Ross and his: 


issatisfaction.. 


Such men as Ross, Vana, Martin, - 


enjoyed all, the rights. of the tribe, accumulated pro-. 


: assassinated—-robbed. of his . property: 


‘tion over: the Cherokees, and hereby abol 


expenses. of the ci 


the State to exisnad h tan 


organization. “Phis’ is an extraordinary.” mii stake" 
for gentiemen of inteligence to. make, when: 
notorious thatthe cid States ofthe Uni 
nearly every.new State, has done the “s: 
for violations of the laws thus extended; 
have been hung, confined in the -pen 
and punished otherwise by many-of thi 
this Union. But ‘stil it is neverthe 
the opinion of certain gentlemen, for’ 
do so. fae oes d 
This independent Indian Government, exercis 
ing all the powers and franchises of an independent’ 
sovereignty, enacted laws Which a sovereign power 
alone had a right to enforce; all ‘this, too, in the 
midst of a State—one ef the States of the Union 
which aided in the formation of this General Go- 
vernment, and whose sole and complete sovereign- 
ty, within her chartered limits, was undoubted‘and 
unquestionable. Sir, Task what State has sub- 
mitted, or would submit, to such assumptions of 
power and jurisdiction over her territory? None, 
sir. ine a 

Bat this is not all; our citizens’ were murdered 
within this Cherokee. jurisdiction—the, travels 
ler, innocent and unsuspected, w d and 


éd and assaulted by Indians: and white nien; 
claiming to be citizens Of the’ sovereigin’ State 
of ‘Cherokee ; and the only redress that- could 
bë invoked, was from `a -pretended independent, 
sovereignty, independent of Georgia, but in 

is. At the time this new State was formed, 


r 


sovereignty within the territories of the, members 
of this Union. This state of things requires that 
a remedy should be provided—a remed ich,” 


; endent soverei ë 
limits of Georgia? 


gaty aM 
Why, the State of Geérgia; 
which alone had the right of sovereignty and 
preme jurisdiction, and which was coextensive With 
her chartered limits; and she did-so. 

Mr. Chairman, there. were other causes dos 
manding of Georgia this extension of her laws— 
additional circumstances which urged the adoption 
of that measuré. ‘She was cut off, by. the territory 
in the ocedpancy of ‘the Cherokees, entirely from 
Tennessee, and parts ofthe States. of North Caro- 
lina and Alabama; so that between: Tennessee and 
Georgia, there was a distance through the Indian 
setilemcats of about one hundre and twenty-five 
miles. ‘The mother, whose residence was in Geor 
gia, who desired to visit her daughter, who resided 
in Tennessee, cõuld not enjoy ‘that happiness, in 
consequence of apprehensions of being outraged: in 
her feelings, if not endangered in her person; in 
passing through the Indian territory, by the Indians 
or the profligate whiles who had taken refuge there. 
Facilities. fur intercourse between the Siares- were 
not permitted; no roa¢s of any kind could decan- 
structed; ño bridges erected; no work of ap Kind 
carried on by the State to facilitate commercial or 
other intercourse. Georgia, thus deprived of the. 
direct Irade from the West, droves of horses, mutes; 
aS going to Georgia for sale, were com- 
‘travel a great distaice ont of a direct 
s avo.d the: Indian country, and procure 
gr heir stock; andthe same causés H 
ihe transportation, of merchandise from Our 4 
tic Cities. All this operated severely: om the 
gians, who purchased from the west 
his stock, for the consumerhad to pay t 


Wr Conc-++-Axv Sess. 


“What was the consequence? “Why, sir, from every. 


section of the United States, and from all parts of 
Europe too, people began to gather there; a more 
heterogeneous population were never congregated 
any where; almost every nation and every tongue 
were seen and heard; they were subject to no law 
that could be ‘executed under the circumstances 
then existing; hence outrages were constantly com- 
mitted there,. in violation both of the laws of God 
and man. The country not being organized, that 
region was ovérrun with dissolute foreigners and 
others, who had taken possession of the gold region 
without the semblance of authority, and outraged 
all the rights of the State. These intruders tore up 
the land in search ef gold, to an alarming extent, 


and exercised all the rights of absolute owners, so | 


far as the use of the soil was involved, committed 
every trespass, and were frequently on the eve of 
civil commotion among themselves. 
‘Georgia could not then be fully executed, because 
there. were not citizens settled within the country to 
vaid in their execution. 


In this state of things, the General Governinent 


attempted the execution of the “ 1alercourse law,” 
and sent a military force into the country, under 


‘the command of a Federal officer; and, sir, what | 
Such were lj 


was the result? A ‘ridiculous farce. 
the numbers and power of these individuals, that 


‘they were not easily alarmed; they had strength | 
enough todefy the Federal forces; but they did not į 


‘desire to fight, but preferred iaughing at you. 
Bome were arrested because they had viviated the 


intercourse Jaw, but were dischareed bv habeas | 


corpus, on the ground that the State o Gr.izia had 


jurisdiction over her terr:torial Jimies, and the Ge- i 


neral Government no authority within them. The 


State finally sent into the country a guard —a power 


mejther military nov civil, but partaking of beth. 
‘That, too, failed of success. 

“Let me ask, was a sovereign State to permit such 
‘disorganization? a State which, in all her relations, 
dn the langaage of our own Troup, (whose “ politi- 


cal character and priticiples are admired by his- 


friends, and respected by his enemies,”) “ has 
evinced a sincere desire to harmonize with the 
Union; to maintain peace and tranquillity with the 
Indians, until longer forbearance would cease to be 


a virtue; in tact, to lend ourselves, as we have al- į 


ways done, heart and hand, to the support of every 
wise and virtuous administration of the General 


Government? Let it be remembered that Georgia | 


has a deep statein the prompt decision of the pre- 
sént question... Of all the old States, Georgia 1s the 
only one ‘whose political organization is incomplete; 
her civil polity is deranged; her military force can- 
not -be reduced to systematic order and subordina- 


tion; the extent of her actual resources cannot be | 


counted; the great work of internal improvement is 
suspended; and all because Georgia is hot in the 
‘possession of her vacant territory; a territory waste 


and profiiless io the Indians; profitiess to the United | 


‘States; but in the possession of the rightful owner, 


a resource of strength, of revenue, and of union.” || 
‘This was the Janguaze of that statesman and pa- | 


triot, George M: Troup.” 


Sir, until Georgia exercised her jurisdiction, and |} 
abolished this Cherokee sovereignty, she could not | 


proceed in the great work of internal improvement. 
To gratify the hypocritical sanctity of designing po- 


liticians, and the mistaken zeal of religious fanati- | 


cism, or the selfish designs of Juhn. Ross, mast 
Georgia suspend the great work of umiting by rail- 
road the western waters with tbe Atlantic, and 


thereby opening a great hishway for western prò- ji 
dactions and western trade direct to our seaports of 


the South? 


To:remedy all these evils, and secure peace and |} 
stibordivation, what could the State do? Just what || 
she has doney sir, and nothing else—extend her laws | 
exercise her criminal and civil | 
jurisdiction; and this she did in 1829, but to go into | 
operation ii June, 1830; which law was necessary l 
the soil in their |! 
oceupascy, and the character and rights of the i 


over the country; 


to the protection of ‘the Indians, 


| State. : 
© Butit has been said that Ge 
f only her lows over ihe country, 
session of the soil. 


The laws of | 


orgia. extended not i 
sbutalso took pos- |! 
Yes, sir, she did, reserving the |! 
occupancy of the Indians to a very ample extent, | 
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Vadian hostilities—Mr. Dawson. 

a z e Na i 
greater than any other State; and I invite a com- 
parison. If others have been kind, we, have. been 
kinder; if they were liberal, we have been more se. 

How cculd the civil authority of the State be en- 
forced, unless the country was organized into coun- 
ies, and officers residing in them to carry out and ex- 
ecute those laws? It was the cnly course, better than 
a military government, to preserve the peace of the 
ceuntry, Hence the formation of counties; their er- 
ganization and settlement by a population, intelli- 
gent, obedient to the law, men-of‘character and. ře- 
speciability. Isubmit to the country the legisla- 
tion of Georgia, and ask an honest comparison with. 
the legislation of any other State. Georgia has 
truly subserved the cause of humanity and jus- 
tice in thesteps she has taken to protect herself, the 
Indians, and her citizens, . = 

I have oñen had cause of excitement, if not of 
resentment on this subject. I feel it due to the 
State I represent, and to myself, in all. sincerity 
and truth, and in a spirit. very different from vain 
boasting, to say to such gent!emen as have determin- 
ed to go against this bill, and.the appropriations in 
it intended to carry into exeéution the Cherokee 
treaty, and to sustain a military force in the Che- 
rokee countiy, to prevent hostilities, and to protect 
ihe lives of our citizens, that if they are now ùn- 
willing to do so, and are not satisfied that Georgia 
has been justified. in her course, and that you. in- 
tend to maintain Ross and his party against the 
treaty, and leave that State to protect herself, say 
so. And if this be your object, for one, I will say, 
withdraw your Federal troops, recall your legions, 
declare that this Government will not fulfil the 
compact of 1802, notwithstanding her long defer- 
red obligations. Let these things be done, and my 
life on it, sir, Georgia will carry out the treaty, and 
assert all her rights under the compact of 1802. 
Then, sir, let the gentleman from Virginia come, 
at the head of an army, “to castigate the State;? 
I promise him that he will.be met the first footprint 
that he makes on the soil of Georgia: and I shall be 
greatly mistaken if he does not find it much easier 
and more pleasant to.talk hére ia ‘these walls of 
castigating a State, than to do.it. “Georgia has not 
asked you to throw your protection around. ‘her ; 
she has asked you to carry out your treaty, honest- 
ly to fulfil your compact, to remove the Indians, to 
send a force to do it, and prevent them from com- 
mitting depredations on our citizens. ‘That State 
understands her rights, and can protect her citi- 
zens. But she desires to rid herself of the Indians 
in her borders without the shedding of blood. In 
parting with these neighbors she desires to.do it in 
peace; and if she does not, it will be the fault of 
this Government. But gentlemen on this flour, 
who reside more than a. thousand miles off, and 
many of whom can scarcely tell how their neighbors 
five miles from them manage their domestics or 
children, boldly and unkesitatingly pronounce judg. 
ment on the people of Georgia, and claim to direct 
their legislation and their conduct, and to judge of 
the propriety..of their ‘measures. This is not a 
question to be used fcr party purposes; the rights of 
Georgia and the lives of her people are not to be 
weighed by electioneering balances; such conside- 
rations deserve and will receive the contempt-of 
every honest man. All the tendencies of this-dis- 
cussion, as conducted by gentlemen in opposition to 
these appropriations, are to inflame the Indians ; 
and if Ross and his associates whu are now in the 


| gallery, were not sensible men, war and bloodshed 


would be the-inevitable consequence. It js well 


ihat the common Indian, whose nature is revenge- i} 


ful, has not heard this debate; nothing could be bet- 
ter calculated to inflame him. 
if discussed, should be done with calmness, and 
with a view to the peace and safety of cur citizens 
and the Indians, 


Bat what were those laws which Gcorgia ex- | 
They were the same i 


tended over the Indians? 1 
which operated upon her own citizens; for. crime, 
the panishment the same for the same offence; in 


their contracts they are cautiously protected— {| 


wisely So. i ; 3 

To cise this review, I invite gentlemen cast or 
weet, north or south, of Georgia, to point to a 
single care where an Indian has been subjected to 
cruelty or an arbitrary punishment. On the con- 


It is a subject that, 1 


i; Sist upon the execution of this treatyP<L reply, b 
cause the treaty has been made, has been rus 


“Hf. of Reps. 


trary, they have been protected, -proteeted. by. the 
Jaw,-and by.a kind and‘generous people, and none 
“are motè so than the citizens of the Cherokee goii 
ties. - Some. of ‘the: present-generatiba Hay- con- 
demn, but the time wil! come when--the'policy and 
conduct of Georgia and-herpéople will be appre- 
ciated: by-all; and whenever that time arrives; “Ido 
not.doubt that the unanimous spinion. of all unpre: 
judiced minds Will be,that in the necessary exercise 
of her- constitutional: powers, ‘the. policy of the 
State has been characterized by a forbearing kind- 
ness. and enlightened- humanity towards .a. power 
less rémnant- of an unfortunaterace. ` j 

Mr. Chairman, I willnow turn iny attention for 
a short time to some of the gentlemen who have 
preceded ‘mein this debate..~I take no pleasure, 
sir, in the discussion of matters having little .or no 
connection with the subject. wnder- consideration, 
nor should I now do: so, but from an imperious 
sense of duty: In answer to some remarks T made 
a few days since, ‘on the President's ‘message. ahd 
the propositions from the War Depattinen’, in rela- 
tion to the Cherokee treaty, much ‘has ~ been: ‘said 
during this debate. s eee 

When that message ws communicated and 
Tead to us I spoke freely. I knew that ‘it would be 
productive of-ne goed, but, in all probability, wouid 
lead to. bloodshed=—at least to confusion and delay 
in the execution or the treaty. -And I told ..the 
House if the. Government undertook to: postpone 
the citizens of Georgia in taking possession of their 
lands, that a conflict between. the State Government 
ané the General Government would inevitably en- 
sue; for I knew the Governor of Georgia would 
execute the laws of that State at every hazard, and 
that the interposition was unexpected to me, “and 
would be so to the people of Georgia, whose Go- 
vernor had been notified that the treaty should’be. 
executed, I also stated that the friénds of huma- 
hity—ihe real; not the canting hypocrites—had la- 


| bored @ay after day to induce John Ross and his Che- 


rokee delegation to return. to his people, and ad- 
vise them to remove peaceably ; that it was his 
daty to-do so; and I told him myself, that every 
misfortune that should fall on the Cherokee people, 
unless-he did return, would be jus:ly chargeable to 
him, for ata word, he could. remove them in-peace 
and harmony; that- by so-doing'he-would sabserve 
the cause of humanity, and prove to the’ worki thie 
sincerity of his regard for his people; that: by’ such 
conduct he might save the lives of innocent. women 
and children, the lives of the unlettered ‘and igno- 
rant among his own people, for the white Indian 
would avoid danger. Sir, it is due. to that gallant 
and patriotic officer, General Seon, whose services 
have been required in the execution of this treaty, 
to say, that the night. before he left this city. he 
urged Ross to go with him to the Cherokee-coun- 
try—told him it was his duty to do so. : Ewas pres 
sent, and united in the'advice. Ross refused, and 
since that period I considered the deiermination of 
Ross fixed, not togo; and that nothing further 
would be. heard from Ross.except through General 
Scott. Both. General Scott and myselfheld this ` 
language to Ross, not on account of any difficulties 
he could interpose in the execution of the treaty, 
but exclusively from feelings of humanity: for- the 


F poor ignorant and misguided creatures. who ‘had 


been misied by his counsels. Gentlemen have exs 
pressed great gratification at this sudden interposi« 
tion of the President, and have congratulated: the 
country that Mr. Van Buren would stay the execu< 
tion of the Cherokee treaty; that the treaty should not 
be caecuted, This language is bold, peremptory, 
and. dictatorial, and evidently means that this 
Honse would sustain the President in this course, 
and that Georgia should submit. Permit me to 
say; Sir; to. this. body, Be vot deceived: that State 


| obeys the exercise of all constitutional power; she 


will not submit to the enforcement of that which is 
unconstitutional, I trust the day has passed- wher 
a sovereign Siate can be awed or deterred [rom aay 
quarter.in the maintenance of donstitutional rights. 
Let no one act under the belief that these menaces 
will alarm Georgia, even-.if-aided by a proclama- 
tion or a force bill. : : 

Suit has been. asked 


» why showd. G 
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under the forms prescribed by the Constitution; 
because it is the supreme law of the land, and the 
State has been duly notified that the compact of 
1802 had been at last fulfilled, and the Indian title 
extinguished for the benefit of the State, after thirty- 
six years’ delay. i ; , 
Mr. Chairman, I desire tnat this whole subject 
should be distinctly understood; for should this un- 
timely interposition of the President produce a con- 
fict between this Government and the State autho- 
rities, the diffculty will not be of Georgia’s seek- 
ing, nor will she, in the least, be responsible for 
the consequences. By the legislation of Georgia, 
the Indian rights of occupancy were extended until 
the 25th day of May, 1838, by which time, under 
the treaty, the Indians were to be removed. The 
Legislature of Georgia, according to the treaty, 
had disposed of the lands in the occupancy of the 
Indians: grants had issued to the citizens, and pos- 
session by law to be taken after the 25th. of May, 
1838; on that day the title became ‘complete and 
absolute in the grantee. . The Legislature of Geor- 
gia is not in session, and if that body were, the 
title being absolute in fee, the whole interest vested 
in the grantee, under the laws of Georgia; the right 
to interfere with the private property of the grantees 
is beyond the reach of constitutional legislation; so 
the Legislature of Georgia could do nothing, and 
the Governor, I am most certain, will not convene 
that body. Fence itis that the State cannot inter- 
ih the mater, and the President, or the Se-, 
ot War, if they had known or recollected 
n of Georgia under the treaty, would 
» legal impracticability of the State . 
, if the rights of the citizens were to be 
, and the laws and Constitution are to be 


‘suas bzon urged in this debate that Georgia 
shonld be compelled torawait a new treaty. Is any 
effort making to abrogate the treaty of 1835? Who 
has declared that treaty void? No -constitutional 
authority, I am sure. Perhaps those. gentlemen 
who speak without reference-to any particular ob- 
ject save a desire to keep: themselves-constantly -in 
the public eye, and have ‘been so. flattered by the 
notoriety of their attacks, that they can presume to 
declare the will of the people; that they speak but 
to command, and command but to be obeyed; and, 
therefore, the treaty is void. Such gentlemen must 
excuse me if I disregard their vain and empty 
mandates. 

Thegentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] has 
told us he is a State rights man, (by faith, l pre- 
sume, surely not by his works) and, as such, he 
would resist the execution of the treaty, and that he 
would take up arms against Georgia to prevent her 
carrying out its terms. Why, Mr. Chairman, - 
what a misfortune itis thatthe gentleman (a State 
rights man) should have been wrought into such a 
belligerent tempest against a State; one so warlike 
in his temperament onght to be nore cool and deli- 
berate. But this champion of. State rights, this 
new light of that political faith, would “take up 
his arms,” and, disregarding all the restraints’ of 
discretion and decorum, and with: ‘the tone, port, 
and bearing of the god of war, exclaims, “ I would 
castigate the State of Georgia if she attempted to 
enforce any of the provisions of. that treaty.” -.Sir, 
I shall not suffer myself to forget where I am, but 
I shall also remember that I am the 1epresentative - 
of a people who will regard. such language as it 
deserves to be regarded; such language towards a 
member.of this House would be unparliamentary 
and indecorous, and, towards a State of this Con- 
federacy,-is altogether unwarrantable and uncalled 
for; and wholly unjustifiable. As a representative 
of Georgia,:I shall not compromit her-dignity in 
hurling back any defiance to such language, but — 
will only say- that Georgia, in her sovereign cha- 
racier, would not deprecate -so much an attempt to 
castigate her, by whomsoever made, as she does 
ihis incessant rant, disrespect, and insult, by gen- 
tlemen who are utterly: ignorant and uninformed 
onthe subject on which’ they-atten:pt to enlighten 
others. i eer kr 

The gentleman spoke of. threats uttered by one 
or the representatives of Georgia, At that-time I 
ze was the:only member who had spoken freely of. the, 
esident’s mess m sure [ used. neither 


„tation: 


Indian hostilities—Mr. Dawson. 
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the language of menace nor vidlerice;-nor is it my 
wont to do so, either in reference to States or indi+ 
viduals; nor do I seek the notoriety consequent 
upon such a course; nor shall I indulge in loud ac- 
cnsations and denunciations of those high in power 
merely for personal gratification; nor shall I ever 
inflict a wound on those who are not in a> position 
to defend or justify. 7 a 

But we are told the treaty was obtained by fratid. 
If.this be true, why have no direct attempts been 
made to annul it, by those gentlemen making the 
allegation, before the proper tribuna’? Sir, no 


_treaty has ever been obtained for a fuller and more . 
adequate consideration; on the same terms the citi- 


zens of any State in this Unton would exchange 
their lands. One gentlemen has said the Senate 


never regarded it as a treaty. This is another of. 


those bold and extraordinary assertions, suited to 
the tastes of some, .and involves very serious 
charges against the-Senate: it places two-thirds of 
that body in the same category with the Rev. Mr. 
Schermerhorn, whose character has been drawn on 
this floor in colors none of the brightest. Sir, 
these often repeated allegations and accusations 
will only serve to shake the public confidence in 


their authors, and will finally be a protection to - 


misrule and corruption. ‘The gentleman from Vir- 
gimia says that the Senate ratified the treaty to save 
the lambs from the wolves—the Cherokees fromthe 
Georgians. How much of justice and truth there 
is in making such a charge, I have fully shown, 
by adverting to the whole course of Georgia to- 
wards the Indians within her borders. - As to 
the decorum or propnety of such language, the 
tastes of that gentleman and myself are so widely 


different that we are not. likely to agree on such : 
matters until there is- a:total change in all ‘my no-- 
tions of the courtesy due to: this-House from ‘one : 


member to another, and, àbove all, to'a: sovereign 
State of: this Union: ` Ferocious as the comparison 
ofthe gentleman would représent the pecple of 
Georgia, they are not yet enough so to forgive one 
of their representatives for paying back, in kind, 
such language and epithets. 


Sir, I am by birth and education a Georgian. I` 


shall not, therefore, indulge in any eulogy on her 
people, nor shall I permit the scorn 1 feel for such 
rude assaults to throw me beyond that line of pro- 
priety and self-respect which shall always mark the 
conduct of a Georgian; but, in perfect coolness and 
composure, I will say to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, “words sometimes wound more than swords;” 
and that it would not detract from: his infvence of 
usefulness to watch ‘over his own lamb-like disposi- 
tion, and in future to reflect: whether it would not 
be equally pleasant to avoid ‘unnecessary: violence 
to the feelings of others. cae ayy RE 
That gentleman has said that already he “snuffed 
the difficulties; the shedding of blood; in Georgia;” 


tahat the-spoilers should be-spoiled.”” What does + 


such language mean?‘ Such Janguage from mem- 


. bers. of Congress, within the hearing ofthe Chero- 


kees, is incendiary, and well calculated to- infame 


‘them into hostility, under’ the belief that this Go- 


vernment will sustain them -in resisting’the treaty: 

Sir, I have said it was Ross’s duty’ to, have're+ 
turned home to his people, and have’aided in their 
removal, as he was advised to do by the Secretary 
of War, General Scott, and other friends of peace, 


harmony, and humanity; but, said the geneman į 
from Virginia, “if he had, he would have been. 


snatched up and bung, like another Tassels, on a 
tree, by another Georgia guard.” It is difficult, 
Mr. Chairman, to speak in obedience to the prompt- 
ings of a just indignation, at such a reckless assault 
upon the constitutional authorities.of the State, 
without violating the` rules of the House, and the 
decorum of debate. Whenhas Georgia or her peo- 
ple thus acted? Sir, I scòrn the slanderous impu- 
It is an imputation that carries with it its 
own antidote, and I pronounce the whole in-inua- 
tion unfounded——a groundless and’unjustifiable at- 
tack upon the honor and character of the people of 
Georgia. - What, sir! John Ross not safe in Geor? 
gial- Why, sir, was he not born and reared in that 


“State? Such allusions reprobate and contemn. 


T-trust the people of Georgia casnot be harmed by 
‘such outrages upon their eharacter—a people whose 


past history is marked by no act of. violence justi- | 


| tives from the State of Georgia. 


| Philadelphia. 
the subject before him; his feelings ledhim into 


“the Stats of Kentue 


. opinion that 


_Yeply to the ravings of an enthus 
| mits that-he is mad, : 


tion of the Cherokee ire; 


omy lif 


fying such an imputation.” That part of Georgia 
known as the Cherokee tegion, has been settled 
by a population equal to any portion of the Unidn: 
for honesty and patriotism; inferior to- no new coun- 
try in intelligence and morality; and, for humanity; 
kindness, generosity, and hospitality, equal to any 
people on-earth.’ Sir, they are pure.and unsophic- 
ticated in their intercourse with the world 
and resolute, firm and unyielding, in 
their rights, and. brave and quick. 
their character; and would, no doubt, fe 
inclined to resent the insalt offered-to themselves; 
reference to Ross; than to injure him. coe 
Mr. Chairmen, I am certain you have been asto- 
nished, as well as others in this body, at the tanta- 
lizing and insulting references to) Georgia... It-has 
been said that the Cherokee Indians, if thé General 
Government will not interfere, are willing to fight 
it out with the Georgians. ‘Are’ these things said 
to excite the Indians to bloodshed, er. to urge Geor- 
gia into rashness?, Did the member. using this lan- 
guage desire to insult the people of ~Georgia, 
through their representatives, ot did. he expect. to 
excite me into passion and indiscretion? There are 
limits the mildest and most forbearing cannot. per~ 
-mit others to pass. There are bounds to the liber- 
ties and freedom of debate, beyond which: persona- 
lities necessarily follow.. AtthatT.poiatT hope ñ 
to arrive; but, should. it come, the honor and cha- 
racter of my native State shail’ not be tarnished in 
my person. : Be Kan, 


€ 
in 


ble for all the anticipated Cherokee difficulties, she 
must be charged as aecessary. to the Florida war, 
Js itnot amazing to 


Is it not beyond éndurani 
hear- i: Çanit be. 
had'no more to. i 


ACK 

and demand the ground o 

‘Mr. Haruan rose and said: In the remar 
made by me yesterday, on, the subject of- the 
causes of the -Florida war, and the State of Geor- 
gia in connection with it, I did not mean to say 
that Georgia had. any direct, agency in the causes’ 
of that war. When speaking of the policy of the 
late Administration for*.the removal ef ihe I 
tribes west of the Mississippi river, I expres 
the Florida 

hi 


ed. ssa 
the removal of. the Indi: 
tribes;and that that bill wae carried in this House 
bya majority less than the number of representa». 


‘Mr. Dawsoxr Then, sir, there is no ground for 
such a change; and the apology fur. making itis, 
that ‘the representatives of Georgia voted forthe, 
act of 1830, providisg for. the removal of theIn- 
dian tribes west. of the Mississippi. Why, sir, 
upon the seme principle, every State in the Union 
may have contributed to the Florida: wart. -No 


-further reply to such an argument can be expected. 


Much has been said by the gentleman. from 
Tiis excitement was too great for 


the use of language which, so far as language 
was concerned, I considered offensive; but ‘so, far 
as the intent was involved, inoffensive. .Heworked 


‘himself into such wrath ‘that he was,driven into 
the exclamation, “I am mad, sir, p am mad!” 


his 


Let him. cool, sir; restore his lemper; suffer 
passion to subside; speak wiih deliberatio 
the control of his reason, and then, si 
weigh his arguments, and, if necessary 
them. But, sir, I am much exh 
would do injustice to myself and th 


Iam convinecd, sir, that. much. more ough 
be said by me on. this subject; but Ishall- ds 
The appropriations, to subserve thë 
manity by preventing anid suppressin 
tilities, and. for the purpose of aid 


be made. «If 
State from 


it will be 


Jane, 1838. 
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Inercase of the Army—Mr. Kemble. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


SPEECH OF MR. KEMBLE, 
ed Or New York, 

In the House of Representatives, Tuesday, June 26, 
1838-——-On the bili from the Senate“ to increase 
the military establishment of the United. States. 
Mr. KEMBLE rose, and said: After the able 

exposé which we have received from the chairman 
of the Military Committee, of the past and pre- 
sent state of the Army, it may appear temerity in 
one unaccustomed altogether to public. speaking, 
for the first lime to rise in this House; but the po- 
sition which £ hold on that committee, and my dis- 
sent on some points from the majority, render it 
necessary that I should offer an explanation of my 
own course. : 

At the reduction of the army in 1821, the fron- 
tiers of the United States were estimated at about 
six thousand three hundred miles, The Indian ` 
tribes were subdued and humbled, surrounded by 
white population, and convinced, by the failure of 
repeated efforts, that all attempt at resistance must 
prove unavailing. Since that time, the frontiers of 
the United.States have been extended to not less 
than eight thousand five hundred miles, and the 
Mississippi is no longer an impassable barrier te 
the Western red man; and the Government, with | 
motives of humanity, if not of policy, has added, 
and is adding to the Indian force on the Western 
frontier, by the transportation of the tribes within 
the States, until the whole force, as estimated by 
the Indian Department, will be no: less than sixty- 
six thousand fighting men, To » ptni force in 
check, the Secretary estimates an army of five 
thousand men, stationed in two lines of fortifica- 

_tions, one of six posts penetrating into the Indian 
country, and eight posts within the States of Ar- 
kansas and Missouri, whith, with a reserve of two 
thousand men at Jefferson barracks, aad a militia 
force organized and to be called out by the Gover- 
hots of the States, he considers to be sufficient-to 
maintain the peace of the frontier. For ‘the north- 
western frontier, General Scott: estimates one regi- 
ment of ten companies. of eighty muskets, nine 
hündred'men; and for the seaboard and Eastern 
frontier, sixty companies, or five thousand four 
hundred men. This distribution will leave the 
who'e Northern and Northeastern or Cana- 
dian frontiers without the protection cf a sin- 
gle man ; and it will be seen that, without pro- 
tection to the Canadian frontier, the Western fron- 

t'er requires seven-thousand, and the Eastern mi- 

Htary division of the country ‘six thousand 

three hundred men, making, together, thirteen thou- 

sand three hundred men, while the bill reported by 
the committee authorizes only eleven thousand six ` 
hundred. Thus it would appear that under no dis- 
tribution whatever of this military force, can the 

. country be efficiently protected. But how is this 
deficiency to be met? By militia? Or,in the West 
and South, by mounted volunteers? The expense 
of this last force is estimated by the Secretary of 

War tò be four times the cost-of infantry, and by 

the Paymaster General at six times the cost of in- 

faniry, exclusive of the enormous waste of military 

stores and munitions of war insepafable from the į 

employment of irregular troops, which the Paymas- 

ter Gereral estimates again as six for one. But, 
taking the whole at ten for one, and supposing, as 
is universally practised, that twice as many militia 
and volunteers are called as would be required cf 
regular troops, it would give us the startling fact 
that, in the employment cf mounted volunteers, 
who are armed and used as infantry, end can be 
compared only with them, their cost to the country 
is not. Jess than twenty for one of regular troops; 
and tò this, and this alone, is to be attributed the 
enormous cost of the Florida war. And, sir, that 
the whole subject of our defences may be before 
you, although somewhat long, I would beg leave 
to read a report from the Secretary of War, made 
some time since to the Senate of the United States: 
` ‘Department ov Wan, March 5, T939. 

Sm: In bedience to the resolation of the House of Repre- 
sontatives, directing me to report the state of the defences of the 
Atlantis seaboard and Galf of Mexico, aad on the Northern abd 
Eastern frontiers, I have the honar to transmit a report of the 


Chief Bagioeer, the details of which are withheld for the rea- 
sons assigned by him; a tabular statement made in 1331 by In- 


| 


- sive maritime frontier. i 


spector General Croghan, together with hia Jetter-on that sub- 
ject; a tabular statement f urnished by the Chief of the Ordnance 
office; aad a printed copy of the report, on the saine subjec 
made some tine since by the Department, in answer to a cal 
of the Senate. . 3 ` 5 

From these documents it- appears that the defences on the 
Atlantic seaboard anu Gulfof Mexico are altogether inefficient; 
the works being unfinished, unarmed, and without garrisons, 
not even men enough ie Ago ity them from dilapidation, or to 
protect them from plunder; and that every naval station and 
principal seaport on the whole maritime frontier of the United: 
States is exposed to be attacked and destroyed by a very infe- 
rior force. 

The defences on our Eastern and Northern frontiers require 
repair and enlargement, provided the army beso increased as 
to allow sufficient garrisons to be placed in them. Tnis measure 
is necessary, to enable the Government to maintain peaceable 
relations with friendly powers, by restraining the jawless within 


tsvwn borders, as well ag to protect our soil from sudden and | 


unprovoked azgreasion. è 
Very respectfully; your most obedient servant, i 
© J.R. BOINSETT. 
Hon. James K. Pork, Speaker Ho. of Reps. 


Inspector GENERAL’S OPFION 
; Washington, March 2, 1838. 

Sır: In Decemer, 1834, I prepared a tabular statement of the 
armament required for the fordfications on the seaboard, which 
I beg leave to submit to you; not that it gives an exact exhibit 
of the wants of the several fortifications atthis time, butas put- 
ting forth all the positive information which I possess in relation 
to our seaboard defences, and upon which I fag your instrus- 
tions this morning to make a report. 


In excuse for my want of that exact information which, as In: 


spector General, I may be supposed to possess, I would remark, 
that of late my visits have been confined to the posts on the i>- 
land frontier, and that of the seaboard I can ‘speak with no ofi- 
cial certainty, but willat the same time express ‘my belief that - 
tie following extract of my Jast report upon the state andf cun- 
dition of certain fortifications on the seaboard is but too well 
suited to thz present condition of mest of them: He 

“The seaboard from New York to Eastport hasalone, as yet, 
come within the course of my inspection, and its defences are in 
a most wretched condition—anot a single post along the whole 
line, with the exception of Fort Independence, ‘perhaps, buing 
able to protect itself against the attacks of even an.armed brig. 
If any of them have guas mounted, they are upon decayed cr- 
riages, which can be no longer traversed, and upon platforms 
that have long since been declared unsafe.” 

With respect to the inland posts, I will, in anticipation of any 
inquiries that you may make, aver that, even with the largest 
garrisons that can be assigned to them from our presentarmy 
force, respect being paid to the claims of other portions of our 
frontier, they can afford no sufficient protection to the settle- 
ments of whites in their respective vicinities, Ina word, that 
the entire trontier, from St. Peters to the Red river, can be laid 
waste whenever. the restless tribes of Indians along it may 
choose to deeree to that effect. 

i oar Very repepia, 
- Your obedierit servante . 
' G. CROGHAN,.. 
Inspector General. 


Hon. J. R. Pornsert, 
Secretary of War. 

Rep rt from ihe Secretary of War, in, compliance, with a 
resolution of the Senate of the (4th October, 1837, relative 
toa plan for the protection ef the North and Eastern 
frontiers of the United States. 

DEPARTMENT OF War, January 9, 1838. 

sim: In a reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 14th Oc! 
tober last, asking for a “plan for the proteetion of thé North 
and Eastern frontiers of the United States,” &c. I have the ho- 
nor to transmit herewith extracts of a letter from Major Gene-. 
ral Scout to the Commanding General In this communication, 
tiat ofiser does not suggest any new plan of defenee, but con- 
fines hunself toa statementof the minimum force required at 
the several posts and stations for the protection of the Northern 
and Eastern frontiers of the United States. Indeed, the very 


thorough examination given to this subject by -a board of engi- - 


neers appointed after the close of the last war, and the general 
system of defence taid down by them, render it unnecessary to 
submit new plans for that purpose. Alt that can be doneis to 
reiterate their recommendations, and to state the ‘actual eondi- 
tion of those froutiers They are exposed to insult and -attack 
alenz their whole line; the inland borders, for want of proper 
garrisons for the several posts, and the maritime frontier, 
trom all the fortifications being incomplete, unfinished, and un- 
armed. ý 

Admonished by the difficulties which had been encountered, 
and the incredible expenses.incurred at the commencement of 
the last war, from want of preparation, the nation, immediately 
on the re:urn of peace, adopted measures for the defence of the 
seaboard. The circumstances attending that contest had shown 
that the whole extent: of the coast was Vulnerable, and that an 
active and enterptising. enemy, with comparatively small 
means, might keep the country tna state of alarm, by threaten- 
ing the edtire line, and selecting the unguarded points for at- 
tack—e mode of warfare which ubliged the Government toincur - 
great and disproportionate expense, and to employ an immense 
force in ineffectual attempts to protect its defenceless and exten- 


The coast was.reconnoitered by a board of engineers, and.a 
system of defence adopted, intended to cover our great naval 
establis':ments and principal cities; te close important harbors 
w the enemy, and secure them to our own navy; to deprivethe- 
enemy of strong positions, where, protected by his. naval supe- 
tiority, he might fix permanent quarters in our territory, main- 
tain himself during the war, and keep the frontier ina state of 
perpetual-alarm; to prevent, as much as possible, the great ave- 
nues of interior navigation from being blockaded by @ naval 
force, at their entrance into the ocean; and to cover the coast- 


wise and interior navigation, and give our navy the means ne- . 


cessary for protecting this navigation. p 

For these purposes sites were selected, and works projected 
and commenced, upon a scale commensurate wiih the magni- 
tude of the interests they were intended to protect. The whoie 
sys'em waa adapted to the principles of modern warfare; and, 
ifthe plan had been prosecuted with the same. vigor: with which 
it was commenced, the fortifications on our maritime frontier 
might have been, if not completed, in a state to be defended, 
and to afford some protection to the points of attack. 


: finished ‘state, exposed to the action of the élémenita,-req 


after a period of more than'twenty years; andthe expen 
. of many millions of dollars, there is not a fortress on our long 


_ precauti 


, OBE 


Unfortunately, the efforts to carty on these riecessary works : 
have been relaxed. Whether Tulled ‘inte ‘security bya long 
peace, or influenced by other ‘causes, the nation has ceased to 
feel respecting theth that interest’ their ‘importance ought to 
hg Appropriations have been denied altogether, ‘or made 
with a sparing hand; the fortifications have been leftin an ui 


costly and extensive repairs before they were half finished: 
iture: 


line of sea defences capable of resisting an armed brig}. uot one 
that may not be taken by a small force, and seine of them, from 
their gæasi insular position, if captured, may be occupied per: 


- manently during the centinuance’of a war, or- only to: be: re 


taken at.the cost of much blood ‘and treasure. 

The ‘chief cause of this neglect in one of our most impor- 
tant interests, is the opinion, which hag so generally prevailed, 
that our navy is the first and best fortification, and that all the- 
resources and energies of the country ought to be directed to: 
the improvement of. that. army of the service. No-one has a 
higher opinion of the navy of our country. than T have; but I 
believé that, ever. when carried: te the fullest extent to which 
it can reach for many years to heme, it will, alone, prove en- 
tirely inadequate to defend the extensive maritime frontier of 
the United States. 7 


The Board of Navy Commissioners, in a late report, state 
that, “having due regard to the number of seamen employedin 
our foreign and: oasting trade, and in the fisheries, the forve to 
be prepared ready for use when circumstances may require it, 
ought to eonsist of fifteen ships of the line, twenty-five: fri- . 
gates, twenty-five sloops of war, twenty-five steamers, and 
twenty-five smaller vessels; and that the frames and other 
timber, the copper, ordnance, tanks, and chain cables, should ‘ 


` also be prepared for ten ships of the line and ten frigaies.’? 
` These will probably be required to supply ‘Josses from decay 


and casualties, 


The French navy now consists of forty ships of the line, fifty 
frigates, and.two hundred and twenty smaller vessels. Thatof 


- Greal Britain, ofone hundred and thirty ships of the lina, ore 


hundred and twenty: frigates; seventy-five ‘sloops of war, ony- 
five steamers, and hinety-eight smaller vessela of. war, Of 
these, there are in. commission twenty-six ships of the line, 

eighteen frigates, filty-three sloopa, and fifty.smaller vessels of 
war, and six steamers. And yet the coasts of both these nations 

are lined with fortifications, and possess a complete system of 
permanent defences along their maritime fronuers, -Withoat 

such a system, the navy Will have no. place of refuge when 

driven into harbor by stress of weather or a superior force; 
and, instead of protecting our own. commerce, and hararsing. 
that of-the enemy, will be confined altogether to defensive ope- 
rations, always distressing and expensive, and too often bumili- 
ating. The extent to which our navy can be carried ought, in 
my opinion, to be fixed; for itis erroneous to suppose that it 
has no other lmit than what a due regard for the revenue of 
the country imposes: to build more ships than we have seamen 
to man them, Would be to i cur a useless expense; and the 
force proposed by the commissioners ought not, for many years 
to come, to be exceeded. ` Anxious us Iam to see the defences 
of the country established upon a permanent basis, and equally 
desirous to see every arm of the service rendered as perfectand 
useful as possible, I may be pardoned for travelling out of my 
own department, and’ urging the uséfulness. of fixing this or 


: some other determined limit to our naval forces. This princi- 


ple once established, the. nimber and size of the naval estar 
blishrijents, store-houses, magazines, and prepårations tof every 
kind, would be ordered jo conformity to it. The number. of 
officers would likewise be limited to a ‘due ‘proportion, and the 
young and the ardent and enterprising officer might. aspite to 
command The best.interests of the country require that this 


‘system should be adopted, and the preparations be made. to 


carry the navy to this limit as promptly ag possible; but this 
measure will not énable us to dispense with permanent fortifi- 
cations. , Without thern, the commencement: of a war. will al 
ways. be disastrous.. Our lawe do not allow the use of the sum: 
mary means resorted to by other maritime powers to mani their 
fleets. . Our ships of war are to be manned by volunteer sea- 
men, and the coast might be laid waste, and important points 
occupied, before our naval force could be put'ins motion. In- 
deed, without fortifications, and strong onés too, ships of war 
are exposed to be captured or destroyed before- they can be -fit- 
ted for sea. At Copenhagen, the whole Danish tleet was cap: 
tured, the batteries silenced, and humiliating terms. imposed 


-upon a nation, by the sudden attack of an overwhelming 
‘force.- is 


With. respect to the magnitude of the works, to which ob- 
jectionshave been urged, they will be worse than useless if 
they be not of a description to stop an enemy’s squacron, and, 
if assailable by land, and in a position not promptly to be suc- 
cored, strong enough to resist a coup de main—noi such an as- 
gault as the common acceptation of the term implies, but to of- 
fer an effectual resistance for five or six days against-an attack- 
ing furce of ten thousand men, furvished with all the means 
and appliances to conduct a siege. Notto provide against such 
expeditions would be to"neglect the lessons of experience, and 
to act in opposition to the principles of modern warfare. Ithas 
been said that we are tuo strong to dread such assaults, and 
need not provide against them; that the enemy coald never 
hepe to keep permaneitt possession of any part of our territory, 
and, therefore, we are safe from attack. An.activeand enter- 
prising enemy will make war upon the resources of its adver- 
sary; and, by the temporary occupation of any one of our nas 
yal depois, principal cities, or harbors, they might drive this 
country to expendan amount of bleed and treasure to recover 
it, ten times greater than the cost ofthe expedition. There is 
always danger of thé-attempt being mace, and, withoutdue 
jon, we are exposed to suffer the degradation of having 
our soil occupied by a fereign foe. From these dangers, neither 
ships of war nor steam batteries can protect the nation; the 
former cannot be rendered effectice to the full’ amount Of their 
force at the commencement ofa war, nor witt: commerce re- 
ceives:such a check asto throw out ofemployment a sufficient 
number of seamen to man the ficet; nor then ought itto be re- 
Jie upon to watch over our long Hinesof coast. ‘To vi 
navies of England or France, it must br concent 
either the Atlantic frontier or that of the. Guif of Mexic 
abandoned. With regard to steam baneries, they ought only 
to be regarded in the light of auxiliaries to the permanent de- 
fences of the coast—important, itis true, but, for reasons which 
it would be tedious to detail here, entirely made quate, of them: 
selves, to afford sufficient protection to the groat interests we 
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are called apon to guard on our Atlantic frontier and on that 
of the Gulf of Mexico. : 

“As it may be objected. to the completion of all the works 
projected, that if ever we should be involved in a war with 
cither of the great maritime powers, the are too far off to, as- 
gail our coast with success, of to send formidable expeditions 
against the United States; and therefore, it is unnecessary to in- 
cur this great expense, J will simply observe that the events 
of the past wars prove this assertion ty be erroneous, and that 
such stations as Halifax and Bermuda on our. Atlantic frontier, 
and the West India ‘islands on that of the Gulf of Mexico, are 
near enough to bring those powers within striking distance of 
all the vulnerable. points upon our seaboard; and with regard 
In the expense to be incurred, I beg to refer to the very able 
and juminous exposition ‘of the board of engineers, laid before 
Congress in February, 1821, where it is conclusively shown 
that the cost of proecting the seaCoast of the United. States, 
when menaced by an assailing expedition of twenty thousand 


men, by means of a competent force of militia fer the limited . 


period of six months, would exceed the amount required to e- 
t .blisha pérmanent system of defence. i 

-Lfaving laid before you the exposed state of our seacoast, 
end siated the dangers to which the country would be exposed 
in the event of war, E most earnestly recommend the early 
c ompletion of the fortifications intended to cover our principal 

ics and naval establishments, and to protect the entrances of 
our great hat bors, 


would demand a prefound knowledge of engineering and great 
military skill and science to determine, I am disposed to yield 
implicit confidence to- the very able engineers who planned 
them. 


doubt reste upon my mind of the wisdom of their choice, and 
of the vast importance of proceeding, without delay, to com- 
plete all (ose fortifications considered by the board as of the 
first class; nor of thé extreme probability that our enemy will, 
in the event of a war, avail himself of our negligence to at~ 
tack, and probably to occupy. some ofthe most exposed points 
of our coast. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Charles- 
ton, are all uygovered, and exposed toattack. In the same con: 
tition are Natragansett bay and Hampton roads. Thedefences 
of the firsi are of the Jast importance, whether it be regarded as 
a reloge to our own fleets in the tremendous northwest storms 
which gò often desolate our.coastin the winter season, and 
from which this bay affords the only entrance and protection 
during their continuance; or as a position from which, when 
once occupied by an enemy. in time of war, it would be both 
extremely dificult and immensely expensive to dislodge him. 
Hampton roads is of equal importance, and equally exposed: 
and here let me observe that fortifications, such as those pro» 
jected and ia progress at the entrance of this roadstead, serve 
nutonly to dejend the country and navigation behind them, but 
ty protect the waters within reach of the auxiliary force which 
ought to be within their walls and under their guns. “What 


enemy would dare to occupy Lynnhaven bay, ifsteam:batteries’, 
were anchored under the fires of Fort Monroe; or attempt to -| 


march against Norlolk, ifa corps de reserve. were within that 
fortress?’ So of the works'to defend Boston. The fortification 
at George's island not only covers that city, bur-procects Nan- 
tnsket roads, aud will prevent ‘an enemy trom occupying that 
positions o a 2 : je 

There is no part of-our maritime frontier more exposed, 
and that calls more immediately for the attention of Congress, 
than that of the Gulfot Mexico, The rest of our coast, by a 
proper system, may be so united as to lend each other mutual 
succor; but this portion of it is insulated, and, as it were, 
abandoned to its own resources. It requires Jor its defence a 
great naval depot and a considerable naval force; and it de- 
mands a complete and distinct system of defence. It must not 
be considered merely as the frontier of Louisiana, Alabama, 
aad, West Florida, but likewise that of Kentucky, Ohio, Ten- 
nece, Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas. The whole of the 
rieh and fertile portion of the Union whose waters find’ their 
oùter in the Gulf of Mexico “is interested that the defences of 
this frontier should not only -be strong and respectable when 
they are completed, but that the fortifications intended for that 


purpose should be carried on vigorously, and finished without 


tinnecessary delay. . ` 7 . 

It is not only necessary. that the forts should. be built: they 
must be urmed and garrisoned before they will constitute forti- 
fications for the defence of the coast. Without these necessa- 
vy requisites, they are fitted only for the use of an invading 
enemy. Not only the appropriation for turtifications, but that 
for ordnance, ought, in my opinion, to be increased, and the 
cannon applied altogether to the armament of the forts, until 
ubat be completed; the army be £o far-augmented, that the ar- 
tllery regimens inay occupy these posts; and such an organi- 
zation adopted of the militia or volunteer forces as. will render 


the neighboring population available in cases of alarm or sud- 


den war.” : 
I have the ‘honor to be, sir, . 
Your obedient servant, atin 
ae “ZR. POINSETT: 
Tony RM, Jonsson, President of the Senate. i 
Such; then, is the state of the country~—a fron- 


tier unprotected, a seaboard undefended, and the 


very fortifications, raised for the defence of car 


seaport iuwns, decaying from neglect, robbed by 
our own-citizens, and Iiable'to be taken, and our 
cities laid under contribution by the most inferior 
force, and that which was erected for our strength 
converted to-our weakness. It is a staté of things 
which ‘must make. every friend of his country 
pause and inquire into the causes; it were enough 
to. bring our republican institutions into. disrepute, 
and to prove our scheme of: self-government to be 
Utopian. Bat let us hope for: Better things,’ and 
ocmmence by inquiring what shoald. be done to 
save our people from massacre, and the nation. 
from disgrace. “Honest differences of opinion ex- 
ist Among us.asto the course to be pursued, “Some, 
regardless of. the increased expense, agg jealous of 


. small, but well-appointed army, drawn from the 
Without entering into the controversy re-- 
sfiecting the proper selection of the sites for these works, which , 


I have considered all ther réports with an earnest de - 
sire to arrive at the truth, and my judgment is satisied. No. 


| Britain has 40,000 men in arms in Canada, and 


Union. 


“this time, to respond to, and particularly in relation 


_a Heutenant commands two. guns;.one lieutenant. 


. it as Ido; an.act of just 
economy. Je ee 
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standing armies, lest they should be used to the 
destruction of our own liberties, prefer to. depend 
entirely on militia; while others; fiom their com- 
parative inefficiency, consider that their employ- 
ment should, if possible, be avoided. Fog my own 
part, I consider that both are important to the 
well-being ‘and: protection of the state; and 
while I cannot fear the contemplated danger of a 
force of 15,000, or even 20,000 men, scattered 
over 8,500 miles of frontier, | would not unneces-" 
sarily increase it, but rather would keep it below 
whal might be considered by some as necessary to` 
our safety and honor. With a militia force of one 
million and a half, where can be. the. danger of a 


great body of the people, our relations and our | 
friends, educated as ourselves, and imbued with 

the same holy tore of liberty that characterizes 
every American? Supposing the power to exist, 
can such men bc formidable to the liberties of our 
common country? Although history may afford 
some striking examples, when a lawless ‘soldiery, 
under an ambitious leader, have violated their đu- 
ty to the state, I recollect of no instance of their 
eventual success, nor could it happen until the 
great body of the people had become degraded, and 
existed only as the ready prey of the first invader, 
foreign or domestic. . But how many more cases 
can be found of armies devoted to: the rights and 


liberties of their common country? Then, why 


should we consider the American soldier devoid. of 
those highattributes which adorn the private citi- 
zen? Why suppose him less patriotic, and less de- 
voted to the common interest? Is there any thing: 


in the history of our own country which. would} 


wafrant such a conclusion? On the contrary,. does 
not every page of our short, -but eventful, story 
warrant a conclusion directly the revefse? ooit 
Now, sir, while I am-willing.to.grant every’ se- 
curity. to the Western frontier of the United States, 
Telam equal protection.for the North and East, 
and seaboard'of our country. At this instant, Great 


5,000 in New Brunswick; great excitement exists 
on both sides of the frontier, and troops are neces- 
sary for the protection and the execution of cur 
own laws. And I here claim, as one of the Repre- 
sentatives of the State of New York, that this Con- 
gress will so act upon. the subject as to place us in 
safety, without endangering other ‘portions of the 
It is due to justice and to the'interests of 
the United States; for from New. York we’ derive 
the largest portion of our fiscal resources; and her 
‘position renders her, independently of her: popula- 
tion, of equal, if not greater, importance to the na> 
tion than any other State in this Union. ; 
There wer’ soine points of difference of opinion 
with the military’ committee, to which the chair- 
man has adverted. in his-speech, which I wisk, at 


tothe transfer of an oficer from each of the ‘com-. 
panies of artillery. These companies, when used: 
as light infantry or in the field, are organized into 
three divisions of two guns each, in all six guns: 


has charge.of the ammunition, ene acts as aid-de- 
camp to pass the orders, and the captain commands 
the whole. Thus, if you take off one lieutenant, 
you must- reduce the effective force of-the company 
two guns, or one third of its power. < At- other 
times the artillery isemployed in detachments, and, 
inf such, a greater number of officers is always re- 


` quired, as no detachment can be made with less | 
: than two officers. “The two principal amendments 


‘which Ihave offered to the bill consist, first, in an 


equalization of the pay of the whole army, cón- | 
ceiving it-unjust that those who serve in’ the field, 
Should be worse paid than those whe are-comforia- | 


bly accommodated here. or. elsewhere. The next 


-is a plan to enable officers who have served their 
_lives in the army, but are now worn’, out. or muti-- 


‘lated, and unfit-for active duty, to-retire upon their 
pay proper. There are many’ such who now-re- 


-ceive their full pay, because ‘there is no provision 
otherwise for them, bùt who would be glad to re- if 
‘tre-upon a pittance. At a proper time, I ‘shall 


more fully state the case‘to the House, considering; 
ice, «policy and sound 


iee; 


INCREASE OF TH 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, > 
=t. Weonespay, Juty'4, 1838.00 n o 
On the bill “to increase the present military: estas 
blishment of the United States, and for. other pur 
poses.) A : : 
Mr. BENTON. having briefly explained ihe ob- 
ject of the DN ee : = 
Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire said that he: 
had never found it more difficull-to determine sehat: 
was his duty, than on the present occasion, "That 
an increase of the military furce was highly. neces- 
sary, if not indispensable, he believed was: very. 
generally admitted, and he had felt upan ihe sube- 
ject, individually, no’ ordinary solitude. {t -was 
demanded by the present relations: of the country; 
by the unhappy and unquiel state of things cn our 
widely extended borders, on the North..and on the 
East, as well as on the South and West: The call 
at this moment comes alike from{our Southerm and 
Western frontier, and. along the Eastern and: 
Northern boundary. from Madawaska to: the lakes. 
He was not disposed to.disregard the necessity. whieh : 
was urged in favor of, the bill... A sufficient,foroe. 
should be provided for the preservation: of our hens; 
terality, and to afford to..our. border inhabitants.the 
protection which tbey- have -a 


i 


: 


‘Mr. P. said he should not, at this late hour, feel 
justified to enter upon ‘a detailed argument, ‘or ate. -, 
tempt any nice analysis of the bill; but he would. 
notice some of its. provisions, which were as extras 


ordinary as they were-unjust. Let it be known to, 
the country, said Mr. P. that this. bill provides: fo: 
an increase of one hundred and. forty-six officer 
that one huridred and | thirfy-thtee-out of. the-one:, - 
hundred and forty-six are. for the staf’, 2 pleit 
for the. line, of the army; and Jet it be known, too; 
that in this reorganization of the staff, and in'its 
immense increase, promotion is exclusively to ac- 
crue to those officers who now hold places in this 
favored arm of the service. ©, ` 
‘Look, forinstancé, at ihe fourth and fifth secs 
tions of the- bil, They provide’ That the corps 
of topographical engincers shall. be organized. and: 
increased by regular promotions in the same, so,-that 
the said corps shall consist,of ene- colonel, ong.lieu- 
tenant colonel, four. majors, ten captains, ten: first...’ 
lieufenants,.andien second Heutenants; that.vacan- 
cies created by said organization, over and above 
those which can be filled by the present: corps, shall: 
be.taken from the army, and from such as it.may: 


be deemed advisable of the civil engineers,” &e Lt 


would.be perceived at once that officers in thedine:: 
of the army were prevented,..by the terms of -the 
bill, from promotion to any. situations of rank.: 

the organization of the corps, is not the Executive.” 
competent to judge ofthe merits and qualifications . 
of officers? ‘and. is’ it necessary thus to. provide. 
against the appointment of officers from the line of. 
the army? The Executive has. taken at 
from the, staff to command the whole.army, 


disqua alified for making a good sta 

said Mtr. P. the advantage of the staff, on ie 
store” of promotion, is. not all of which the officer 
ofthe line has to complain; though, as every man 
Hows, itis much to the proud and gallant soidier. 
e provisions of the'bill, å major in the staff 
w üld réceive one hundred and forty-nine dollars 
pe “onth, while an officer of the ‘same gradé in 
‘die line Would receive but one hundred and twenty- 
seven’ dollars” per month, making a diference 
‘annually’ of ‘two° hundred and sixty-four deliars 
and the saie ‘difference would obtain in relation to 
all. grades in the tw6 corps, in proportion to their 
ránk.. These were all provisions for which no man 
here woud. pretend to assign. any. good reason. 
They. are distinctions most unjust and invidious, and 
distinctions against which he took occasion to enter 
his:decided protest. Having passed this bill, said 


Mr, B. nothing will be left to be done in the way of 


injustice, and, he would add, indignity, to the line of 
the.army, except to repromulgate the celebrated or- 
der. (No. 48) issued several years since, whick dinied 
to. the officers of the line the right to visit this city. 
While speaking of the ip justice proposed to be done 
to the-officers of the line by this bill, he felt autho- 
rized to advert to the treatment they had received 
on. other.oceasions. He asked what was'the cause 
of that order?. Upon what suggestion, and by whom 
made? Why was it promulgated? Had any offi- 
cer of the line dared to- question here the superior 
qualities, the superior services, and consequeatly 
superior claims, of the staf? Did the occasional 
appearance of an officer of the line in this city, not 
leave the field of Washington campaigning sufli- 
ciently clear for the different Burcaus? These were 
questions which he presumed the officers of the Nne 
would like to have answered. Listen, said Mr. P. 
to a paragraph or two of ibis notorions order: 

“No officer will’ visit eat of Government, 
unless ordered, or unless specially permitted so to 
do .by. the General-in-chief. An officer, however, 
may: pass through. the seat of Government when ca 
duty or on leave of absence, provided it is the most 
direct route to his place of destination; but in such 
case he will report in person-to the Adjutant Gene- 
ral, and: will not, remain more than twenty-four 
hours, p i 

_Sir, said Mr. P, was it not most gracious to allow 
the officer who had been for years, perhaps, on 
your extreme western frontier, to pass through the 
capital of his country on ae way to his post for 
duty, or, it may be, to the home of his childhood, 
K provided it wasin his. most direct route?” Was 
it not, moit kind and considerate to allow ‘the gallant 
soldier of the line, after the ‘toil and exposure of 
active service, to rest his weary foot for, a single 
night in this city, provided he reported in person to 
the Adjutant General? Weary aud: fatigued, he 
could not report by sending his note,. but must 
make his bow in person to ihe head of a bureau! 

‘The repeal of this obnoxious order was impe- 
riqusly. demanded by a power higher tian the 
power of Congress, by public opinion; and public 
opinion would tix the seal of its diss approbation 
upon the invidious distinchons recognised and 
established in this bill. 

Mr. BENTON replied to the. Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Pizrce,] and showed that the in 
crease of the staff which he spoke of was nominal, 
not. real; that it occasioned but few additional per- 
sons to be employed in that branch of the service, 
and actually lessened, instead of increasing, the 
expense in, the branches of the staff which ceca- 
sioned the remarks of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. ‘The. engineers. had particularly at- 
tracted his atiention, and excited his remarks; buta 
look into the blue book would-show him that with 
an apparent increase of above seventy officers in 
the engineers proper and in the topographical. en- 
gineers,. there was an actual reduction both in the 
numbers employed, and now employed by Jaw, in 
those two corps, and in the amount of compensa- 
tion which they received.. . This apparent contra- 
diction is thus solved. These two corps have been 
proved by the.experience of about twenty years to 
be physically in capable, frony their defect of num- 
bers, to perform the datles required of them. To 
supply this detect, Congress, instead of increasing 
‘the corps, directed citizens to be employed, and 


` increase of numbers employed, nor of expense in 


~and their compensation stated thus? $6 per day, 


left it to the Sera to fix the compensa- 
tion. The act of 1824 for making surveys for 
internal improvement contained. a section. of this 
kind. Under these acts a corps of citizens were 
permanenily employed to do the duties of engi 
neers and topographical engineers, and this eitizen 
corps was much more numerous, and in many in- 
stances much more bighly paid, than the officers 
ofthe corps, ‘Thus, lock to page 118 of that. vyo- 
Jame, and it will be seen that the corps of engi- 
neers proper consist of twenty-eight officers; of 
which upwards. of one half are first. and second 
liewanants, and have bat small pay; then look to 
page 169, and you willsee fifty-six names under 
this caption: “A list of officers and agents, civil’ and 
military, not named in the Army Reg egister, employed 
under the Engincer Department.” Looking into the 
compensation which these fifty-six persons so em- 
ployed receives, and it willbe found, in many in- 
stances, that they receive much more than any offi- 
er allowed by the bill under consideration. to be 
added to the corps. ‘Thus, the first named person 
receives six dollars: per day, and two and a half 
per cent. on disbursements, not to exceed two dol- 
ars per day for disbursements; the secoad receives 
two dollars per day and two anda half per cent. 
on disbursements; the third receives five per cent. 
on disbursements; the foursh receives the same; 
the fifth receives $3000 per annum; fixed by law; 
the sixth receives $1,200 per annum, with 23 per 
cent. on dishursements, not to exceed two dollars a 
day fir disbursements; the seventh receives $1,500 
per annum, and niwe cents per mile while travel- 
ling on duty: and so on, some more, some less, ac- 
cording to the duty they have to perform, until the 
whole fifiy-six are provided for. Now, this long 
list of persons thus employed, are doing the duties 
of engineers, because there are not engineers enough 
todo their own cut They have been appointed 
for defect of engineers: if this bill passes, a large 
proportion of these fifty-six persons may be dis- 
pensed with; and thus there is, in reality, neither 


the engincers Proper. 
The Senaior from New Hampshire (Mr. Pierce] 
also speaks of the topographical engineers; and: here 


he must receive the same answer asin the case of’ 


the enginecrs proper. - There are now but ten offi- 
cers in that corps; their names are seen at page 119 
of the Bine Book; bat these ten could not do the 
fourth part of the work required of them, and Con- 


gress, hy act of 1324, authorized citizens to be em- 


ployed te do the work required of them; and at. 


page 119 of the same book, you will see the 
names of thirty-six persons so employed; 


aud 10 cents a mile while travelling on duty ; $5 
aday, and 10 cents a mile while travelling on 
daty; #4 per day, and 10 cents a mile while tra- 
velling on duty; $125 a month, and 10 cents a 
mile while travelling on duty 5 4 per day, and 2 
per cent. on his expenditures; 33 50 per diem, and 
22 per cent. upon his expenditures. 
before the Senate, the corps of topog yraphical en- 
cineers wil be increased twenty-six: in number, 
and the act by whieh the thirty-six are employed 
to do their duty will be repealed. Instead Of an 
increase of twenty-six, then, in this branch of the 
service, there will be a diminution of ten. There 
will also be a diminution of expense; for, of the 
increase, six will be captains, and ‘twenty will be 
first and second lieutenants, at from $30 to $50 
a month and their rations, instead of the compen- 
sation of twice, or thrice, or even four limes that 
amount now given to citizens to-do their work. 
There is, therefore, ‘a further gain in the reduction 
of expense, as well as in the reduction of numbers ; 
but these are not the only gains. The person who 
is employed in place of an officer does nothing but 
attend to the particular service for Which he 
is engaged, and is not subject to the rules and ar- 
ticles. of war, how. great scever may be his mis- 
management ia (be conduct of the work ; while an 
officer of the army is subject to any other duty 
which the Government chooses to put him on, and 
is under the strict discipline of the rules and arti- 
cles of war for the fidelity of his conduct. 
Having shown how great was ‘the error of the 
Senator Trom New Hampshire (Mr Pierce] in Te- 


By tke bill | 


cers was coanied, when, m. 


` quire twelve. more. 


-this object it accomplishes. 


rps of engineers, 5; 
as also ine ror in, regard, 5 


to the ordnance, 


being ae so many benfri fro 
Sv of the quartermastet’s sdepariment. Upo 
of the bill theré would seem to'be añ inc 
twenty-eight, but, by looking into the existing Ja 
and.the present state of that ¢ corps, and it would be 
seen’ that twenty of ‘the twenty-eighty are already 
‘there. This reduces the ‘apparent increa: 
eight; but by the supplemental bill which. the 
Military’ Committee of thée- two Houses had 
digested, and which he [Mr. B] should offer as 
soon as the main bill passed, these twenty-eight offi- 
cers would not be detached from the line ofthe army; 
they would continue to be officers of the line per- 
forming duty in the staff. Thus the increase of 
the staff will, perhaps, be two dozen, instead of the 
one hundred and thirty-three, which the Senator 


` from New Hampshire suppos:s; and of this in- 


creasé a part wil! undoubtedly be taken from the 
officets of the line. Having shown these errors 
with respect to the increase of the staf, Mr. B 
went on to show that the Senator from New Flam p- 
shire was also in an error with respect to the 
officers ‘of the hve. He says one hundred and 
forty-six new officers are created by the bill, of 
which only thirteen aré.oflicers of the. line. . This 
is a great error. There are forty-five new officers: 
of the line provided for in the bill, ` ‘The new: regi- 
ment of infantry itself requires: thirty- three’ officers, 
and the four new companies of artillery will re- 
Thus, instead of one hundred 
and thirty-three staff officers to thirteen of the line, 
the bill will show about double as. many of the 
line ae of the staif.* The fact is, that the line 
gains far more than the staff by-this bil ard the 
supplement. It gains about ‘double in. point, of 
nombers; and besides that, above thirty officers of 
the line will be employed on staff duties in the 
Quartermaster’s and Adjutant General’s depart- 
ment, recciving staff pay and retaining their place 
in the line at the same time, But the bill was 
net drawn with a view to favor either class of these 


. Officers, but to increase the rank and. file—to in- 


crease the number of fighting men, by restoring 
the 4,000 men who were disbanded when the army 
was teduced from: ‘10, 000 ‘to’ 6,000, in she: year 
1821. This was the mala object of ‘the bill, and | 
By this: bill the 4 000 


* The list of new officers created. äuring the ség- 
sion, ‘and published by the “Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, shows that the new Army bill and 
the supplemental bill increased the officers of the 
line to the number of forty-five, and the ‘officers: of 
the staff to the numberof twenty-seven, being a 
total inerease of seventy-two. The following is 
the statement of the Clerk. The infantry-and: antil- 
lery are line officers, all the rest are stefi: 

“New regiment of Infantry One co 
compensation as other officers of same grade; one 
lieutenant colonel; do. one major, do. ten cap- 
tains, do. ten first Heutenants, do. ten second licu- 
tenants, do. 

“Artillery.—Four captains, same compensation 
as other officers of similar grade; four first Heute- 
nants, do. four second tieutenants, do. 

“Corps of Engineers.—One lieuteuant colonel, 
same pay as “other officers of same grade in the 
dragoons; two majors, do. six capiains, do. six 
second lieutenants, do. 

“Commissary Department —Oue assistant com- 
missary general. of subsistence, pay same as lieute- 
nant colonel of cavalry; one commissary of sub- 


el, same 


, sistence, pay of quartermaster of the army; three. 


do, do. pay of assistant quartermasters. 

“Ordnance.—T'wo majors, pay of officers of 
dragoons of same grade; one professor. of. chemis- 
try, mineralogy, &c. at West Point, pay of pro- 
fessor of mathematics. 3 

“Medical Department —Seven surgeons, same pay 
as other surgeons. 

“Nove.—The other appointments authorized by 
the new army bil are staff appointments, to be 
made from the line ‘of the army, and do bot in- 
crease the number of officers.” 
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will be restored which were cut off sixteen years 
ago from motives of economy, and for want of 
which the Southern Indians in Florida, Alabama, 
and Georgia, have since cost the United States 
about twenty millions of dollars. This has been 
our economy: disband regulars which cost but a 
moderate sum, and employ militia and volunteers 
to do their duty, at between four and five times the 
cost of regulars. / ` 


Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke for some time against 


what le deemed the objectionable features of the 
bill; but admitted, however, his hearty concurrence 
in some of the sentiments which had been express- 
ed from the other side of the Senate in relation to 
the pay of the officers of the line. He thought 
they bad been paid with less liberality, or even jus- 
tice,than any other branch of the public service. 
His feelings were such on this occasion as would 
induce him to go as far as propriety would dictate 
in rewarding ihat meritorious class of offieers en- 
gaged in the inglorious war of Florida; he used the 
ward ‘inylerious,” because, through misrnanage- 
ment on the part of the preceding and present. Ad- 
minisirations of the Government, it had been pro- 
ductive of nothing but expense, disaster, and suf- 
tering; and although the officers and soldiers en- 
gaged in that conflict had signalized themselves by 
a devotion to their country, by a chivalry and no- 
ble daring, and by a patient endurance, such as his- 
tory furnished few examples of, yet they had reap- 
ed no laurels; indeed, were scarely heard of, un- 
less some poor fellow, with leg or arm gone, 


made his appearance at Washington... And 
it was these very brave spirits, (never 
heard of but in the hour of , battle,) who 


were totally neglected by the bill before them; while 
others, who had lived their career in one uninter- 
rupted sunshine, were alone made the recipients of 
Government bounty ! Was it not time that such a 
system should be checked? was it not time to 
break up the prætorian cohorts, these Capitoline 
guards, half officer, half civilian, “sprinkled with 
the dandy,” who were dancing attendance at the 
skirts of Congressmen, or basking in Executive 
sunshine; never seen in the hour of danger, and 
‘found only where favors were to be had? “Another 
objection, which struck him with peculiar force, 
was the fearful ratio in which the staff was in- 
creased. Wasit not already a most overgrown 
branch of the service? The honorable Senator 
from Missouri, whose judgment might be better in 
military matters than his, [Mr. C’s,] had reported 
this increase; butjcould it be possible that, out of an 
augmentation of one hundred and forty-six officers, 
one hundred and thirty three were necessary 
for the. staff? Was the whole army to be con- 
verted into staff officers? He had always under- 
stood that, in its former erganization, the avowed 
object of keeping up such. a. disproportionate 
branch, as the staff evidently was, even-at that 
time, to be the’ readiness with which the rank and 
file could be filled up,and the economy that would 
accrue to the Government from a well organized 
body of officers of that description. Where, then, 
was the necessity of this further addition? where 
the necessity of still further’ increasing this dispro- 
portion? Besides, was it not seen that whenever 
an increase was contemplated, .that the prætorian 
band, to which he had alluded, were found march- 
ing in advance, ahd obtaining all the honors and 
advantages which such an increase was calculated 
to bestow, Why were these men made to receive 
more emolument than those worthy officers of the 


ibe who had signalized themselves by their ser- 
vices.and sifferings in Florida? Might it not be | 


traced. to the influence which their position-here 
enabled them to exert?’ He thought it high time 
that this system of favoritism should be checked; 
and he called upon the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire to give his vote against the bill as it then 
stood, and thus aid in arresting what he considered 


an unequal and unjust proceeding. If an increase. 


of the staff were necessary, which-he would by no 
means admit, it certainly could not be to the extent 
contended for in the billy and such was his [Mr. 
C's] repugnance, that he wduld vote. against the 


whole measure rather than lend his sanction to it. 


in its present shape. “If this little insrease..to the 
staff Were admitted now, might we hotsagain be 


mmm on 


amiteđ-in giving them the” 
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called en for a still further increase, and an in- 
crease of their pay, until, like Brennus, they would 


| place thei¥ swords in the scale, and still complain 


that they did not weigh enough. We all knew 
how easy it was to go on creating abuses, but how 
difficult it was to retrace our steps; and he, there- 
fore, thought it would be better that the whole 
matter ‘should lie over until the next session than 
to be precipitated through Congress at this Jate 
period, with all its faults and glaring inconsisten- 
cies upon its head. He agreed most fully with the 
Senator from New Hampshire, that it would have 
a. tendency to create heart-burnings and distrust 
among those gallant offcers of the army, who, 


after fighting the battles of the country, found all | 


their well-earned clainis neglected, and the honors 
and emoluments bestowed on those who made 
their campaigns at this metropolis. 

The honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benton,] in his explanation of the bill, had told 
us that, tor want of a sufficient number of compe- 
tent officers in the Engineer corps, citizens had 
necessarily to be employed, and read us a- very 
formidable list of persons engaged, some at. $12 
and others at $8 per day, which, to his [Mr. C's} 
mind, indicated a very great piece of extravagance, 
as the wisest and best men the nation produced 
were sent here, and did not receive more than $8 
for their services. In the war in Florida, too, it 
appeared that citizens had been employed, ay, and 
paid, three hundred thousand dollars, to cut wood 
and draw water, and make military roads. Why. 
had not the soldiers been taken for thése purposes? 
It appeared to him that one abuse only was to. be 
corrected by the creation of another. 
was, or ought to be, competent to correct thém all 
at once. He was of opinion ‘that that. body. was 
fally. adequate to the task, and he-called upon 
Senators not to pass the bill -before them until it 
was pruned, of, at least, made just and equal in its 
bearings. He thought theré was still. time suffi- 
cient for the introduction of such clauses, at least, 
as would render it less objectionable than it was at 
present. 

Mr. BENTON replied to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN] and regretted thathe had 
not been in his seat a few minutes sooner, while he 
{Mr. B.] was replying to the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Prerce.] ‘He would then have 
seen that there. was no ground for his fears from an. 


overgrown staff; that there was a great error in sup- 


posing there were to be 133 staff officers, and only 
13 line officers; ‘and that it was all a mistake to 
suppose that the line was sacrificed to the staff. He 
(Mr. B.] bad shown all this error before the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky -had got into his seat; but he 
would go over it again. to show him his error, and 
to prevent him voting against the bill under wrong 
mpressions. Mr. B then briefly recapitulated, 


showing that there would be about double as many. - 


officers of ‘the line as of the staff, and that, so far 


from being excluded from the staff, upwards of | 


thirty staff officers were ordered to be taken from | 


the line, and, what was more, to be both line and 
staff officers at the same time. Mr. B. said the 
Senator from Kentucky seemed to be founding’ his 


objections to the bill, not upon the bill itself, such | 


as it was, and such as it lay printed. before them, 
but such as it had been described to bein 2 news- 
paper, (the National [ntelligencer) and where. all 


these errors about the 133 staff officers and the 13 | 


line officers, and all these statements of invidious 
distinctions between line and staff, and to. sow, jea- 


- lousy between them, and to excite animosity 
“against. the friends of the bill, weré to be found. 
The newspaper statement had been shown by. him 


to-be a description of what did aot exist; and if the 
bill passed, it would speak for itself, and would 
show that.the newspaper account was entirely erro- 
neous. : : 


With respect to the troops ‘serving in Florida, 
- Mr. B. said it was not necessary for kim to speak 


his sentiments of their merits. “That he had done 
on former occasions, and when it was the fashion 


‘to-revile. and disparage. Mr..B. had defended 


those troops when they were attacked; and he was 
glad-to.see. that both ‘sides. of the. chamber now. 


were entitled. He did not, therefore, deem itne- 


` troops which were in, or had been in 


Congtess: 


; termaster Generak Jesup, was ‘one of th 


“Senator from -Kentucky considered: that-th 


` departments which give. these’ indispen 
-must .bave their heads’ at thes : 
: and their- subordinates d 


pplause to: which they: 


cessary for him to repeat his opinion: of those: 
troops; but.as the Administration seemed to. be 
struck at, he believed he would speak with a per- 
fect knowledge of the truth when he should: ; : 
that the, President and Secretary at War were fi 
sensible. of the services and ‘sufferings .c 
dori 
that, if the bill passed, the officers who. had : 
and suffered there would find that they. were: not 
forgotten, or undervalued, when the new- regiment 
came to be officered, or the staff appointments to. 
be made. ar : ae 
Mr. B. was surprised at ‘the distinctions which 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpex} 
was making between the staff. and the line officers. 
Did not the gentleman know: that. all fhe staff. offi- 
cers had been line officers, and had done their part 
in the services and sufferings of the field?. Were 
not many of them as well scarred with wounds.as 
any officer of the line? And were they not, inmany 
instances, identical, that is to say, both lineand staf. 
officers at the same time? These officers ofthe staff 
are reproached with being in this. city) as if t was 
not the post:of service for most of them! +: Many 
of them were-stationed-~in the city; and as ‘for: 
hanging about the halls of Congress, they: were but: 
little subject to the reproach. - As the chairman ‘of: 
the Committee on. Military Affairs, he Mr.: Bi] 
knew that their presence was often necessary; that: 
they came upon business; that he himself often. ap- 
plied to'them. to come in-person and answer ques: 
tions. to the.committee: or to. its-chairman, both ag: 
mote: expeditious, and. a more: satisfactory : way; 
than answering: questions in. writing.” Therecwere: 
some staff officers who had hardly ever been seen in, 
Congress: the late commander.in Florida, the Quat- 


(Mr. B] in eighteen. years’ service in the Senate, 
had never seen him in the Capitol. It would “be” 
invidious to particularize; but there was a staff of- 
ficer now, ot just now, in the galleries, who was 
appointed ‘to the staff twenty-five years ago, on the . 
field of battle in Canada, and. from the line, and.” 
who had served all round the. circumference of the” ’ 
Union, north, south, and west, from the Lakes.id) 
the Gulf of Mexico; from the Falls of St. Anthony. 
to the Creek nation-and Florida, and: who now, 
for the second time:in his life, had: Seen this’ Capi“ 
tol, and now only sees: it-dn his way from Florida’ 
to.the Northwest. He spoke of Major Brant, and: 
who, if this bill: passed, might be promoted te ‘at 
lieutenant-colonelcy. He was one instance; and 
one only out of many which might be quoted, of 
the injustice of the kind of remarks which had 
been made. gai ota , 
It was complained that the. officers of. the staff, 
in some corps, were to ‘have promotion; but was 
not this the case in ‘the line? <All officers of the 
line were entitled‘to- promotion within their respec- 
tive corps as:high as the rank of colonel; and why | 
not give the benefit of the same principle’ to.-the 
staff? -Promotion is the life of every service. Man 
lives:npon hope; aud he must always see something: 
in the‘future betterthan ihe present to invigorate: 
and animate his exertions, otherwise he: pines and 
languishes and sinks into despair. <o 00 2 
. The Senator from Kentucky, [M+. Carrrennen;] 
is persevering and excessive. in his objection: 10” 
the staff. Does he reflect that there éan ‘be no‘arniy® 
without a staff? that thére-can be no:military: ope- 
rations without a conmmissariat ‘of subsistende to: 
furnish food, a commissariat of clothing. to:funish 
clothing,- an ordnance - department to’ “fi 
arms and ammunition, a ‘quartermaster’ 
ment to furnish transporiation,. ehgiteérs 
struct forts, topographical. engineers’ fo: a 
drawings, paymasters to pay them, dj s gènes: 
ral for the dissemination of orders; the preserva- ` 
tion of records;and the keeping and the: right or- 
dering of the details of service, and fhally,a medis * 
cal staff to ‘care of the sick and-wounded? as. the 


be no. army without all these thingsy'and® 
F b 


atr 


try? Certainly, if -h 


and also c : 
soldiers under them, he ce 


, 1838. 


STH CONG. 2ND Skss. 


. felt. süeh objec stions to them, and such dread of 
them. 
“The Senator from Kentucky objects that $300,000 
have been paid to citizens in Florida to do work 
and labor for the troops; and why were they so em- 
loyed?.. Because the reduction of the army in 
182 left the companies with only 42 men in each; 
a number which, after making allowances for the 
‘asual casualties, would often reduce a company to 
. 20 or 30 men- for- duty. The present bill raises 
the companies to 80 ‘men; and if it passes, there 
will be no more occasion to employ citizens at five 
times the cost of soldiers, to do the work of sol- 
diers. 

Mr. B. again expressed his astonishment at the 
character endeavored to be given to this bill, as a 
inere bill for the benefit of the staff, and unjust to 
every other part of the army. He must be permit- 
ted, with the bill in his hand, to contradict the idea. 
The bill was a witness whose testimony could not 

be invaiidated, and which would prove that the 
army itself, THE WHOLE ARMY, and not any 
subdivision, or favorite part.of it, was the object 
attended to. The rank and file, the non-commis- 
sioned and the commissioned, the staff and the line, 
were all attended to; and beyond question it was 
the most general and universal bill in favor cf the 
army; the whole army, which had ever been passed 
from. the foundation of the Government. In the 
first place, it increases the rank and. file and the 
non-commissioned officers in number between four 
and five thousand men. In the next place, it in- 
' creases their compensation, by giving to every pri- 
vate, to every non-commissi ned officer, and to 
every musician, a dollar more in the month. In 
the next place, it restores them their bounty 
_ money on enlistment. In the fourth place, it 
makes them a liberal allowance of sugar and 
coffee as part of the ration, and in consideration 
of surrendering the whiskey part of the ration, 
In the fifth placé, it creates post chaplains, to be 
attached to remote posts, ahd te perform the double 
duty of inculcating the gospel, and giving instruc- 
tion tothe children of the post. Here are many 
advantages which enure directly to the rank and 
file and non-commissioned cfficers of the army. Jt 
puts them on a better footing in relation to their 
compensation than any army in the world pos- 
sesses. As to the commissioned officers of the 
army, both line and staff, the bill gives an increase 
of compensation upon. a hew principle, and one of 
more uniform and equal operation than any other 
that could be cevised. It is. the additional ra- 
tion for every five years’ service. This will give to 
the ‘officers of the iate war, now in service, five or 
six additional rations per diem, and it will come 
equally to all, without regard to rank, but accord- 
ing to the time which they have served. Ft makes 
time the measure of this additional compensation, 
which is the fairest measure which can be adopted, 
as time carries forward ail alike—the ‘lieutenant 
and his family as well as the colonel and his fami- 
ly—while rank and promotion are irregular and 


uncertain, in some corps slow, and in some 
staff corps not at all until this bill 
shall give it. Besides this, this bill creates 


places for 45 new officers in the infantry and artil- 
Jery, and besides makes several new places in the 
staff, and besides that authorizes above 30 line offi- 
cers to be employed in-staff duties, with the com- 
pensation of staff officers. The Dill raises the pay 
of all the staff officers ‘to that of cavalry pay; and 
this is an advantage to many officers of the line as 
well as of the staff, as'many of them are to be em- 
ployed in staff duties. Bat, the Senator from, 
Kentucky, and the Senator from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. Carrrenpen and Mr. Prerce,] object to the 
whole bill because it does not raise the pay of all 
the officers of the line to thesame degree. Cer- 
tainly the bjll would be more acceptable to me if 
it did. I have heretofore, and often, labored for 
an increase of their compensation. I have hereto- 
fore stated, and now state again, that our officers 
are paid less than they received during the war of 
the Revolution-—that while all the expenses of liv- 
og have increased, and while all civil officers and 
the navy have received additional pay, the pay of 
` the officers of the army remain where it was fixed 
in the year 1791. Fhe bill would be more accep- 


Increase of the 4rmy—Mr. Benton. 


table to me if it raised the pay of the officers.of the 
infantry and artillery; but is it a cause for any 
friend of the army to vote against it. that it does 
not? On the contrary, take the bill, and secure the 


good which it contains, and labor for the remainder 


hereafter. This is the wise course, in my opinion, 
for gentlemen to follow. Itis.the course which I 
shall follow. ‘The bill does not contain all that I 
wish, but it does more for the army, the whole army, 
and every part of the army, than any bill has ever 
done since the foundation of the Government; and 
I trust it will be supported by every friend to the 
army. 

In speaking of the bill before -the Senate, Mr. 
B. said he had generally combined it with the sup- 
plement which he held in-his hand, and which pre- 
sented some amendments to obviate objections, and 
which the military committees of the two Houses 
had agreed upon in informal meetings, and which 
they had cast into a separate bill, in the form of a 
supplement, in order tu save the main bill from all 
contingency in the process of amendment between 
the iwo Ficuses at this late and hurried period of 
the session. He now asked the Senate to pass the 
main biil, and make sure of it, and he held up the 
supplement containing the amendments which he 
should immediately offer. ‘The course of proceed- 
ing was new in our Congress, but common in 
England, and was perfectly: parliamentary, and 
strictly proper in a case like the present, where the 
main bill, though needing amendments, was too 
valuable to be hazarded in the last moments of a 
hurried session, when accidents and contingencies, 
no way connec’ed with the merits. of the Dill, 
might cause it to be lost between the two Houses. 

Mr. PIERCE said he had listened with pleasure 
to the remarks of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benron,] and the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN.) They had expressed sentiments 
which, he believed, were heartily responded to by 
every member of the Senate. ‘This was doing justice 
to the line of the army in words, and, from the 
assurances given, he had a right to ‘expect that 
some more substantial justice would be done at the 
commencement of another session. He did not 
doubt that this would take place, so. far -as the 
equalization of compensation was concerned; but, 
with regard to promotion, the bill precinded the 
hope of justice; it denied, it, in terms, as he had 
undertaken to show in his preceding remarks; and 
he would be more happily disappointed than he 
had. ever been before, if the nominations which 
would soon be made did not prove that: his antici- 
pations were well founded. 

In relation to the pay of the staff and the line of 
the army, he had something more to say. It had 
been said ‘thal. this odious distinction between the 
two arms of the service had existed from. the very 
organization of the army. It was no new fact to 
him; it was one wilh which he was perfectly fami- 
liar, and his surprise was.that it had been so long 
patiently submitted to. No course of legislation, 
unequal and unjust in ilself, was to be sanctioned 
or rendered venerable, in his estimation, by age. 
Bad examples were not to derive respect from 
usage and precedent. He must know the reason 
of the distinction before it could receive his appro- 
bation. Was the distinction made on account of 
peculiar elevation of character, commanding and ex- 
traordinaty qualifications? No: he claimed for the 
officers of the line no superiority in any respect, 
but he did claim equality, and challenged compari- 
son. Was the preference claimed for the staff 
on account of superior services rendered, extraor- 


. dinary, exposure and fatigues endured, and dangers 


encountered? If so, when, how, and where? Mr. 
P. did not complain of the pay received by officers 
of the staff, or say one word in derogation of their 
merits; but he desired to know in what consisted 
their superior claims to the consideration of Con- 
gress and the country. Mr. P. said he knew full 
well that, within the last four years, the army had 
not been in` favor. He would not inquire from 
what arm of the service popular sentiment had 
taken its tone; but for the three or four past years, 
the whole effective force.of the line of the army had 
been in Florida; and with regard to their services 
there he had a few questions: to ask, and some com- 
ments to make. It had become quite fashionable 
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_ Senate. 


to sneer at services’ rendered i in-that ‘disastrous war- 


! fare; and he wished now ‘to ask, ‘in the face of the - 


„all praise. 


Senate and- of the country, whether, among those 
troops who had been ordered to repair to that siekly 
climate, (and who had obeyed the order) and-to.en- 

gage in most disheartening services ‘with a h 
wild and cruel, but bravée-and ‘artful, sava 
which service even the conqueror’s brow was 


_permitied to wear the laurel, but.in consequence of p 


which, many a widow and orphan wept over the: 
wreath of cypress, stained. ir a husband’s or father’s | 

blood—whe ther there had been a’single instance of: 
shrinking from duty or from danger?-—a single in- 
stance where the fight had not been sought, “when 
there was & prospect of bringing on an engage- 
ment?—a single “instance wher rea soldiers duty 


f was not discharged in a manner becoming a sol- 


dier? If so, it did not come within his knowledge. 
Sir, said Mr. P. the circumstances of this service, 
the situation of the country, the character cf the 
foe, has been most imperfectly understood; a coun- 
try, until this war, entirely unexplored by the while 
man; a country abounding with creeks and muddy 
rivers, where the ordinary munitions of war could 
not be transported; full of impenetrable hammocks 
and inaccessible swamps; or, if. accessible at all, 
only through “single file,” or trail passages known 
to the sevage foe, and to him alone; and through 
which he sought his Jurking places, where he could 
not be followed, immediately upon the approach of 
our troops: In such a country, and against such.a 
foe, as gallant and patriotic a little army as ever 
stood in the field had nobly done its duty. 

Why, said Mr. P. I can speak with no patience 
upon this subject, and the manner in which this 
service has been regarded. I would award the 
meed of honor where it is due, whether acquired 


‘on the plains of Orleans, or on. the banks of ‘the 


Withlacoochie; and I would lock upon no service 
as degrading where every man performed his duty 
as gallantly : as has our troops in this unerviable 
service. No battle had been, or could have been, 
fought in that-Territory except under the greatest 
and most manifest disadvantages, arising from the 
nature of the country, and the “fact that it. was 
wholly unexplored by aught but the savage; and 
yét- when -have our troops failed to avail them- 
selves of any opportunity for a combat, no matter 
what were the disadvantages? Never, sir! ‘The 
only difficulty with them was that. of finding. the 
foe. Recollect, Mr. President, the “battles of the 
Withlacoochie and of the Wahoo Swamp—where 
men were fighting breast-deep in mud and water, 
without the possibility of charging upon the enemy, 
in consequence of the deep morass—and let me ask, 
was there ever more gallantry, or more devotion, 
displayed? And in the engagement where the in- 
vincible Taylor overcame the enemy on the Oke- 
chobee, the conduct of his gallant troops was beyond 
Mr. P. said he could not pass over that 
exhibition of gallantry without noticing it with 
some particularity. He had seen the official re- 


| port to-day, and he would read an extract from it. 


After speaking of the first onset which was made, 
as usual, under every disadvantage, the report 
proceeds: 

“The enemy, however, were promptly checked 
and driven back by the 4th and 6th Infantry, 
which, in truth, might be said to be a moving bat- 
tery. The weight of the enemy’s fire was princi- 
pally concentrated cn five companies of the 6th In- 
fantry, which not only remained firm, but continu- 
ed to advance until their gallant commander, 
Lieut. Col. Thompson, and his Adjutant, Lieut. 


- Carter, were killed, and every officer, with one ex- 


ception, as well as most of the non-commissioned 
officers, including the sergeant major and four or- 
derly sergeants, were killed, or wounded. - In one 


“of the companies, but four men remained un- 


touched.” 

Sir, said Mr. P. here is an exhibition of bravery, 
of cool determined courage, and patient.endurance, 
not surpassed in the history of warfare. There 
was nothing to excite. individual ambition; there 
was no bridge of Lodi; no. battle of Wagram, of 
Lutzen; no “sun of Austerlitz” had arisen to excite 
them onward; the watchword was not glory, bet 
my country and my duty. A savage foe was to te 
overcome.in a position of his. own selection, in an 
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unexplored country. There was no parade, no 
“pomp and circumstance of glorious war;” there 
were the well-nerved and effective arm and the 
trusty weapon; every thing else had been necessa- 
rily left behind; and, under such cireumstances, the 
officer must advance at the head of his column, and 
he did advance. The result is shown by the ex- 
tract from the report. 
exception, as well as most of the non-commissioned 
officers, including the sergeant major and orderly 
serceants, were wounded; and in one of the com- 
panies bul four imen were left untouched! 

Sir, sald Mr. P. the spirit of the Revolution has 
departed. We do not celebrate gallantry; if we 
did so, the gallant services of the Sixth regiment of 
infantry would be noticed as often as the day of 
our Am-rtcan independence shall hereafter recur, 
and the last words of the gallant commander, after 
he received his mortal wound, be recurred to and 
repeated to our children’s children: “Soldiers! re- 


ng ihe Revolution it would have found a place 
fe of the celebrated exclamation, “Die or 
or swim,” &c. Sir, said Mr. P. .there is 

ing In the history of warfare -which discloses 
more individual bravery than the Florida cam- 
paign. . have omuted many exhibitions of that 
bravery; some. because they are not proper for 
me tó mention.* Young men under the age of 
twenty-one, who left their homes and families, 
where they enjoyed the ease, the comforts, and the 
iuxuries af life, against the earnest remonstrances 
of their friends, have fallen mortally. wounded 
while charging the enemy at. the head of their 
columns, with a gallantry net surpassed even at 
Thermopylæ; and marched miles, while enduring 
almost the agonies of death, before medical aid 
could be obtained. And, sir, men who have been 
perorming such services in a thankless war escape 
your notice! The dangers of meeting the very cli- 


mate of Morida have been equal to those of Napo- ` 


leon’s army when led to sunny Italy, or ealled to 
endure the freezing blasts. of a Russian winter; 
and our oficers were called.to endure the climate at 
the mast dangerous season’ that it was possible to 
select for a-Fiorida campaign. 

Sir, where so many men have fought bravely, 
and have saffered, it would be invidious to call 
names; but I have met two of them upon the walks 
of your Capitol; to one of them I was introduced 
long ago, in my own State, although he is a South- 
era Tie was young, hale, healthy, and 
cheerful; and a man with whom I became almost 
justantiy acquainted, from his frank and generous 
character. When I met him again, here, I did 
not know him. Pale, emaciated, and sallow, with 
his teft hand he took my right, and ‘said, “You. do 
vot remember me.” I recognised him; changed as 
he was, bis right arm broken to pieces with a bul- 

rhis.veice und eye were still familiar to me. 
jr. P, Edid not know he had been in 

u and so modest was he that he was indis- 

posed to narrate the cause of his disability. He 

as jn Paylor’s regiment, and led a company in 

2 ch made by that regiment. I 

will read an € i from the report of the battle 
efthe Withlacoochie, Dec. 31, 1835: g 

“Capt was fearlessiv brave, and although 
soverely wounded, continued to head his company 
in the most gallant manner, until he received an- 
other severe wound; when he was taken from the 
felg.” -a . ` 

Mr. P. said he should be glad, to see services 
rendered, and duties performed, Jike these, by men 
whom: he knew to be competent to almost any sta- 
tion, suitably rewarded, even if it were. to give 
them, in. their disabled staté, a place in. the- engi- 
neer, or tepographical engineer corps, in prefe- 
rence to men who are their: inferiors in rank, or 
who had in the army no.rank whatever. 

Sir, said Mr. P. that these offices are bestowed 


* In explanation of the above, we take the liberty. 


with È 
Lie 


Every. officer, with one- 
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in this manner, the Senator from Missouri has ad- 
mitted; but he has admitted them, at the same time 


declaring his disapprobation: The pay of the offi-. 


cers of the army had “remained, as it now was, 
from 1791, (when the pay of the army was esta- 
blished lower than the pay of the officers of the Reż 
volution,) to the present time. 
navy has been raised within the last three years, 
and that. branch of. the service was now, he be- 
lieved, liberally paid, and justly rewarded; although, 
as a member of the other House, he had voted 
against the increase, and on the same ground that 
he opposed this bill—because it made distinctions 
unequal and unjust, placing the. staff above those 
who had fearlessly and gallantly done their duty 
in- the face of the enemy. This bill provides for 
placing the staff upon a footing with the dragoon 
service. To this, Mr. P. said he had no objection. 
It also provides for inereasing the pay of the sol- 
ders and non-commissioned officers, and the offi- 
cers of the army proper. ‘Ihe gallant men who 
have sacrificed their health in -the marshes of Flo- 
rida, and -who, whenever called, have gone cheer- 
fally into the field, are the only persons who have 
received no increase of pay since ihe act of 1791! 

Mr. Pierce would inquire of the chairman of the 
committee, whether the fifth section of the bill 
was intended to give an intimation to the Execu- 
tive, that he was to appoint individuals to the to- 
pographical engineer corps, who were employed 
there temporarily under the law of April, 1824, 
whether they might be resigned *eutenauts, or per- 
sons who had never been connected with the army? 
If this was not the intention, he did not understand 


its import; and if this was the object, he desired. to. 


enter his protest toto celo. He believed ‘there -were 


officers in the army, fully qualified, who had.done | 


done their duty onthe frontier-and: in. .Mlarida, :to 
discharge the duties-in any of.the:staff corps; and 
he protested: against:other appointments until those 
individuals were provided for... If gentlemen de- 
sired to enter the army, he wished them to take 
their noviciate in active service; and if brave and 
faithful there, he would urge their promotion to the 
staff.with cheerfulness; but he had no expectation 
that selections would thus ‘be made. There was 


little Goubt, in his mind, that promotions would be | 


made ia a manne -to verify the oft repeated saying, 
that one campaign in Washington was: worth two 
in the field, in the face ofan enemy. ` 

Mr. BENTON, in reply to the question of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr.-Pierce,] said 
that the bill itself contained the answer. The sec- 
tion in relation to the topographical engineers ex- 
pressly provided that, the officers to Le appointed to 
that corps should be taken fromthe army, and from 
such of the civil engineers now employed as it should 
be desmed advisable to retain. The effect of this 
was to confine the appointments to the army, and 
to the citizens employed under the act of 1894. . It 
gave the latter no legal right to be retained; but 
only such of them as should be deemed advisable; 
and of this the Senate would’have to judge as well 
as the President. 


_PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS. 
` SPEECH OF MR. CUSHING, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 
In the House of Representutives, Wednesday, June 13, 
1838--On the bill to grant Preemption Rights. 

_ Mr. Cuarmman: [have two or three ideas touching this ques- 
tion. > x ae 
Early in the debate, it was intimaied by the’gentleman from 
New Jersey {Mir RanpoLpn) that this bill could receive Hittle 
favoramong the members from the North. This may be true. 
But [have:sonsjdered the bill; and I am so thoroughly persuad- 
ed ofits justice and propriety, tbat, even if alone, of ail the 
members on this side-of the miouatains, Lam prepared to give 
itmy vo.eand-voiée: : vont ETNE 5 ee 

My colleague (Mr. Lixconn} seems to think the Legislature 
of Massachusetts has instructed. the delegation of that State to 


Tae pay of the 


was to be admi 


-theta 


i Uers ferine publi 
oe the Jegishatigno 


be suffe 
cited “by t 


the proceeds of the public lands of the: United ‘States ani 
the severa! States of the Union; and that our Senator: 
gresg be instructed, and our Representatives ri 
use their exertions to procure. the passage-of i 
a law.” Bh ae tate eS a 

These instructions are very precise and. specific,- 
struct and request the members from Massachusets to 
particular bili,a bill for distributing among the States ti 
ceeds of. the public lands... This. bill is not sthat bill, 
one govern the other.: The Legislature :desired 
proceeds of the public lands distributed am 
did notinstruct us as to-the mode of ‘sale, ‘or: 
public or privatesale, with preference. to -any class: of 
gers OF Not. 


This: dill secures proceeds. “Ir does po ni 

deed, than simply’ to prescribe a mode of saleyer rather to allow 
to the actual settler a preference over the: speculatury at a fixed 
price. “The proceeds-of sale, in this asin. every gher casey 
would he susceptible af distribution among the States. 7 5 

Yam confirmed in the opinion that the State. of Massaehu- 
setts has leftits members to pursue their own jadement in 
this m.ter, by the course they have actualy pursued hitherto, 
The act.of 1830, which has been- treated in this debate as “the. 
foundation of pre-emption rights, received the vote of the only 
Senator from Massachusetts present {Mri Silsbee; jand dle votes 
of seven out of eleven members of the: House. presènt fiom 
that State, (Messrs. Davis, Dwight, Everett, Gorham, Hodges 
Kendall and Richardson.] When the act of 1832. passed, it 
seems to have been_consilered so litle objectionable, that the 
ayes_and noes were not ¢alled. upon it, nor even a division. had, 
either in the Senate or in the House. The act of: 1834. passed 
the Senate without opposition, or a recorded division, and ye. 
ceived the votes of two out of ten ofthe members from’ M 
chusetts present in the House, [Messrs. Choate and Ever 
One of the Senators from ‘Massachuseits {Mr. Webster] 
ported this bill by speech.and vote: And. have-the proof be- 
fore me, that the opinions of his upon the general subj 
that vote indicates, are not new ones. On Monda: n 
1923, the bill to graduate thé price ofthe public Tand, heibe ult 
der consideration, Mr. Webster. proposed. the following aniendk 
ment,- viz: x yego 

“ That at any time, 


heirs or, legal represeniatives.’ And 4 
States 1s hereby pledged to‘ all persons who may s 
public dands, according tó the: provisions of tins ss 
no dispensation shall, at any time, be granted to. any.individual: 
from complying with the substantial conditions herein ‘pre. 
scribed. And if due proof of settlement, cultivation, end citi: 
zenship, as herein required, be not made within —— year next 
after the expiration of said five years, the said land shall again 
be subject to entry at private sale, as land belonging to the 
United States,’ * i rats a 

These references to. the records of Congress prove, it seems 
to me, that the members from Massachusetts are.not instructed: 
in this question; and that they may. well continue to. vote upon, 
it, as they-have done,: according to their own individual ön 
viclions, ‘and with: mutual. respect ahd. forbearance for each 


other’s freedom of opinion: 


« Sir, I agree wiih the'gentieman from Virginia, (Mr, Ross 
son,} that every Representative lere owes a. pata mount ‘oF 
rather a. primary dnty to the State which he immédiately 
represents; and “if the public policy or the interests of Massa- 
chusetts. were “in my opinion injared by this‘ hil, that fact 
would materially affect my views of the subject. [think that 
the bill, in those great ulterior consequences of it which gerd 
men have alluded to, is beneficial ta my constituyente 5. ; a 
this was the place and the time to go into that quéstion, Fwould 
undertake to"prove it. And so. far ás regarcs the privaples 
which the bill invoives, they are directly sanctioned: by the: 
municipal law of Massachusetts, Parente 
That State kas at al times’ possessel a ‘valuable ‘public’ 
Romain, vet only within ‘its proper. limits, but-also intwhag 
is now ths State of Marne; and the relation. of Massachusetts 
to its public lands in Maine js in some respects tho. 
that of the United States to.its public lands in ‘th ù 
ofthe West. As in the lattér case; so in the former 
lic lands: of Massachusetts in Maine, though withinsth 
diction: of another State, are not subject to be. t 
remaiz at the primary disposal of Massachusetts, 
From the very outset, inthe earliest days of 
it seems to have: heen held by its people that 
stered; not merely for the beneni 
polite, but algo for. that of the individnal persen: 
the body politic... Accordingly, int 1629): 
foundation of the colony; they passed the 
in-the Colony of Massachusetts Bay to 
two hundred acres to. every adventur 
to the-amount of £50; one section of wh 
-For such as, being no.adventire’ 
shall-transpört themselves and iheir 
fifty. act-s-of land shall be allatted and? 
iy; &e.5 o 
Nere is a disi ici 


t assigning. lands, 
dividuals,” allotting: 
ihe common, stocks, 


entien 4 


settsin Maine. It contains the following: section: 

“wiec..6. Is every township tobelaid out pursnant to this act, 
the commissioners shail set apartfifty lots of one-husidred.acres 
each, of average quality and value, no two lots of which shall 
be contigaous to each other, which shall be granted and con- 
veyed to the first fifty sttders-ia said township, upon the pay- 
ment of five dollars for each Jot: Provided, That-application be 
mails’ to sald commissioners, anil a certificate obtained from 
them, authorizing. the person.applying for the same te enter on 
and improve the lot applied for: Provided, also, That every 
përson; at the time of recciving such ceriificaté, shall give bonds 
i the satisfaction of said commissioners, with condition that 
such settler, his heirs or assigns, shall, within one year from the 
date of said bond, build a house and barn uponsuch lot, and 
within ‘fiye’ years from the date clear up and make fit for the 
purposes of agricuhure at least ten acres of such lot; and upon 
the faithful performance of such condition, such settler, his 
heirs or assigns, shall be entitled to and receive a deed of the 
lot described-in kis certificate, conveying to-him and them all 
the right-and title of the Commonwealth to said lot; and said 
commissioners shall also set apart one lot of average quality 
and value, ia each towaship, for the use of the first settled mi- 
nister, one for the use of the minisiry, and one for the use of 
schools, in said township.” 

Now, it may be, as my colleague [Mr. Lincoun] suggested, 
that the Legislature, in passing this law, did not attain. the 
object it intended; but the intext it seems impossible to deny. 
The provisions of the act are a distinct legislative recognition 
of the policy of placing settlers on the lands then held by the 
State. It promises a dondtion of one hundred acres to each 
of the first fifty settlers in every township. It makes reserva- 
tions for religious and educational purposes; And the gentle- 
man from Misaouri, (Mr. {Laraison,] who has investigated the 
subject, infurms the House that a similar policy has been 
adopted in most of the several Siates which possess a public 
domain of their own.* It is the selfsame policy which Ladvo- 
cate in the matter of the public domain of the United States. 
Doubtless a conflict of interest may grow up on this point, 
-When the domain of a State ceases to be within its own limits, 
anii.the population settled upon itis no longer its own. But 
that does not apply to the public lands of the Federal Govern- 
ment, in iis relations, as a great whole, to the several States, all 
constituting integral parts of the United States. 

‘There is another set of taws in Massachusetts and Maine 
still moro pertinent to the present question. { allude, not to the 
ordinary case which enters into the municipal law of all the 
States, of rights in land acquired by jength ef possession, 
but to the particular case of betterment laws, so called, which I 
cannot distinguish in principle from pre emption laws, cach de- 
scription of iawa being appiicableto persons who settle on wild 
lands without authority of the proprietor, and each protecting 


the bettermenis or improvements which those persons make. - 


Jt haa beù said that this law does not affect public lands, but 

private only; that the tenant who would avail himself of its 
Provisions must proceed under co'or of title; and thata squat: 
ter Would not get any xightby thelaw. Bit such is not the 
fact. _ Even if the law applied to private persons only, and not 
to the’ Government lands, uiat would not help the other side of 
“the argument; for ifthe Government may give title by intru- 
sion, as againstindividuals, a fortiori has it the power and the 
right to doso as against itself. But the “betterment act? has 
been expressly adjudged to apply to the lands of the State, 
and losquatters; and instead of requiring the tenant to show 
color of title, tre lace is precisely the reverse; entry by con- 
tract isfatal to his claim, as decided reiteratedly in the courts 
of Massachusetts, Maine, and the United States. 1 have the sta- 
tute before me, and some of the various decisions. 

The law of Massachneetts, stat. 1307, ch. 75, extended by 
stat. 1909, ‘ch. 84, and by stat. 1819, chy 144, still further extend- 
et and made to coverall cases, (i Greenleaf’s Rep. 92.) reen- 
actéd by Maine in 1821, after the s>paration of that State, and 
ye-enacted hy Massachusetts on occasion of the codification of 
her-statute iaw in 1838, (ch. 101,) provides, that if any action 
be ‘brought against one holding land by possession and im- 
provement, for the space of six years, by himself or others, the 
jury may be required to asasss the value of the improvements, 
andalas the valne of the land without the improvements; and 
ifthe demindant or proprietor lect to take the land, he must 
pay the tenant the assessed valus of the improvements; or he 
may abandon the whole land to the tenant for the assessed va- 
Jue of the land in ite will state. Such is the substance of the 
law. Ş E 

Tais lav has reneatedly been brought under the eyo ol the 
Supreme Court of Massachusetts. Tu one c : 

“The intention of the statute manifestly being 
thase settlersupon land who had entered against the i 
without the knowledge of the proprietor; and Nor for those 
who had sonicred under a lawful contract.” 

In another ¢ PK , 2 ta 

“Phe object of the Legislature in making the provision was to 
give relief to those who had entered without a title, perhaps ex- 
péeting to obtain one; there being many persons inthe Com- 


* The present administration of the Siaje of Maine entertains 
similar views, embodied in a recent law passed on the recom- 
mendation of, Governor Kent, who, in 1830, ip the Legislature 
of Afain’, spoke as follows: ` Aei 

» Whou, sr, asa legisiator ofthe State of Maine, T cast my 
eye over these unfelled sorests, reaily for the axe of the pioneer 
oreivilization, I cannot be 


opinion, i C v 
inallens les seitiement of those lands. The great. 
` pint to, whie should tend, to present inducements 
tothe hardy yeomanry of our land to migrate to these sections, 
so that in a.few years the desert may become a fruitful field, 
and where naw siands the native unsubdued forest, our eyes 
maybe blessed with the sight ofa free, enterprising, indastri- 
ous, Yankee population, with their churches and school houses 
Tdepracate the policy, sir, which regards these lands as an ap- 
nendage to the Treasury Department; which views them on- 
ly/aa a source of revenue; which is willing to sell them in large 
tracts to individual speculators, ifa few dollars can thereby be 
nlaced iour coffers, alihouzh by these. very sacrifices. (1 will 
jotcail them sales) the settiement will be retarded for years, 
and thesifering tenante may mourn.in dust and ashes the hard- 
hearted policy which has placed not merely thamecives, but 
their towns, under the control ofan absent landlord,” 


[sii Mas R. 330.) , 
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|- the squatter. 


monwealth who had entered upon wildland,” &..- (xv Mas. 

In another case, it:is expressly. admitted,.as being in favor òf 
those (vut not those only) “who knowingly and wilfully enter 
upon tands belonging to others.”—(xvi1 Mas. R. 357.) Indeed, 
the tenant, who holds unvera defective title, which he believed 
10 be good, is entijed to compensation for his nnprovements, 
even though in for a less time than six years.—(vi Mas. R: 
308,and ii Gallis. 105.) : i ae ; 

These and other cases. in Massachusetts, reaffirmed in Maine, 
Ci Green. R. 357,) establish my. assertion that the beltérment 
acts apply ta. squatters, and secure their improvements to 
them. And this doctrine has been revised and approved in the 
Circuit Court of the United States, g 3 

The Courtsay: 7 & ` 

“The statute.cof 1807, ch. 175) makes no discrimina- 
tion between an innocent possessor or purchaser and a tres- 
passer knowing his own want of title, and acting openly in. gde- 
fiance of thé rights of the legal owner, 7 .* - There is much 
apparent ground for argui.g that the true reading of the sta- 
tute is, that the tenant, entiifed to the value of his improve: 
ments, must be one who has no title but by a possession and 
improvement. ‘Khe words are, ‘that where any-action has 
been, or may hereafter. be, commenced against-any. person. for 
the recovery of any lands and tenements, which such person 
now holds by virtue of a possession and improvement,’ &¢, 
Now, the argument is, that a persun who holds under a title, 
cannot be accurately said to be im by virtue ofa possession and 
improvement, whether that title’ be defective or not. * * My 
opinion is, that this euestion was completely decided by the 
State court (of Massachusetts.) * °° Deeming is THE SET- 
TLED LAW or MASSACHUSETTS; I feel myself entirely bound by 
it, * * And there is very strong reason to believe that THIS 
CONSTRUCTION HAS, IN PRACTICE, BEEN FOUND WHOLESOME 
AND PRODUCTIVE OF PUBLIC GooD.”—iv Mason’s Rep. 174.) 

But this law, itis objected, does not touch-the domain of the 
State. Wen, fami prepared to clear up that point. alse. -I | 
have a case here irom the Maine Reports, part of which Ishall 
čto have read, not only because it elucidates the betterment 
law, but Deca" i ral equity and the justice of 
the. principle common to that andto the bil now before the 
House. The marginal note of the case is as follows: 

“Whon one entered upon lands belonging to the Commons 
wealth of Massachnseits, lying within the State, and continued 
ther. for more’ than six years, erecting a house, planting an. or- 
char, and making other improvements, it was held in an ac- 
tion to recover the possession, brousht by the grantees of the 
Commonwealth w/in siz years from the time of their pur- 
chase, that the tenant was entitled to the benefit of the provi- 
sion of stat. of 1821, ch. 17, commonly called the Betterment 
Act.” 

‘The couneel for the demnandant argued, as it has been done 
here, that Massachusetts conid not be disseised; ner could a 
settler on her lands within that State, by a possession of auy 
Jengih of time, acquire a right to beuerments, i] 

The Court overruled this argument, and decided in favor of | 
They say: > i 

“Tne protection of interests of this kind (settlers improve- | 
monts) has not, fer nearly thirty years in Massachusetts, been | 
regarded as: inconsistent with the just rights of the proprietor. 
A law of that Commonwealth, which passed as early as 1808, 
lends its aid to vindicate his title and to restore to him. his. pos- 
session, but upon the condition that he pay. for the additional 
value, derived from the labor and expense of those who may 
have held the land forthe period of six years or more: The 
proprietor may, «this option, claim to receive the fall value 
ofthe land, if unimproved; or, if he choose to retain it, he is~ 
nottoenrich himself at the expense ofthe occupant, butis held 
to pay forits increased value arising from the improvements. 
This law, which has been re-enacted here since the separation, 
has become a rule ofdistributive justice, which has commend 
ed itself to the favorof the public for the equity of ils provi- 
sions, and has-receiveid a liberal construction i the highest 
courts of both Bates. Jf relaxes the rigor of estremr right; 
and is intended generally to extend some indulgence to those 
who penetrate the wilderness, subdue the soil, and render it 
productive, and who usually have families depending upon 
the fruits af their labor. Lt hàs not accorded with the 
moral sense and enlightened justice of either State, to suger 
aproprietor tu strip the occupant of these fruits, so fay as 
they have siv x addivoenal vaine io this land, without compen- 
sation, This increased value is not considered as of right be- 
longing to him, Gbat is, the proprietor.) If, therefore, in this 
it to the tenant, as our Jaws and their laws re- 
quire in ordinary cases, we donat in pair the rights of Massa- 

, either according to our sénse of right. and just ce or 
Ps Rep. 373.) s H 
tute, under the olf precess-by information against | 
£ o uslawiuily enter and intrede upon or hold any 
lands be ing to the State, i the State prevail, the v is, 
in express words, entitled to an allowance forall impravenr nts 
made onthe premises, as in the case of individuals (ass 
Rep. Ray. Siar ch. 108.) > - 
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Bu sis the * betterment act The contis of justico, 
whieh are notslow to vindicate the ma of the law againat 


wrongdoers, say the act is rightia principie. The people of 
Massachusetts have said aa, by extending, enlarging, and reen- 
acting it, after the experience of successive periods of two 

tieive, and ofiwenty-nine years. 
that there 1s no difference in principie Detvy 
laws. Each of them 


improvements. “Tl 
years’ cultivation i} 
then it is perme nd pr 
so, if it be more sirict than the 
more liberal in another. 
Leaviag thosca 
to the bill itself, and 
Sir, in the course of this de ch has been sail of the 
rights of the United Sistes, as against these sstulers; and the od- i 
servations of gentlemen seem ty me to betray some contusion 
ofthanght es io the nature and limitations of this right, ofwhich | 
they epeak. - If gentemen contented themselves with discussing 
the question upon the policy and the Jaw ‘of the-county, we 
should un-erstand each other; but they reach aut beyond and 
over the statut book into the unexplored domain of abstract 
right, and draw from uence terms of moral oblequy with which 
te overwhekn the settlers. Sir, it dees not become neto em- 
ploy any very lofty lan@uage on thissabject. What ABSTRACT 
right has the Government ofthe United Sates to these very 


requires six 
ters; but 
ions, and 
ct, Ris 


e 


landst owt: 
squatlers: 


und we here?” Gentlemen spéak- séornfally: 0 
if-the Indians ‘of this cowntry: were to speak-out 


| they whom we found here, as Red ‘Jacket said, ii possession 


: the United States, be‘ but squatters 


- thousand miles of the soil of this continent, to the: exclu: 


groundwork of thisomnipotent right ofyours., 


ages before us, and with ‘title-deeds fr 


í tieven were the Iii 
diane to judge the question; should 4 


Government of 
“save on a grander scale? 
How came we here, repeat? By intrusion upon thet ines, 
by-purchass at nominal-prices, by fraudulent bargains by cor- 

quest. We call this right. What righi? Zhe ‘vig? 
strength. Any legal right? Yes; the convention: 
by Europeans, and by us udder and-ihrough the: ats Ey 
lanuing aad burying a boule in’ the. earth, ‘or planting a Hag: 

the cleft ofa rock, the-nation so-doing acquires: a. title) 


its aboriginal inbabitants. That cadalistic operati 


Pushing this argument of the abstract rights of the ‘Govern: 
ment to the extreme which some do, there is another ‘point of 


. regard; in which they are hollow’and weak, and ‘crumble away 


ata touch: Place yourself in. the’situation of one ofthese wan- 
derers onthe prairies of the far West. Suppose him to have 
read or heard tell ofthe theories which the books of philosophy 
teach us on thissubject—the theory which Iremember Jearn- 
ing in my boyhood from the celebrated John Locke’s Treatise - 
of Civil Goverament.* Nay, he does not need to go to books 
for the theory; it is twisted into every fibre.of the human con- 
stitution, and stamped upon the face of universal nature: the 
theory, that God gavethe earth to be tilled by man; that by 
subduiag and cuitivating the wilderness he bas mined wp with 
the soil something that was imprescriptibly his, the sweat of 
his brow, and the work of his hand; and that in sò doing he 
has withdrawn from: the common stock, appropriated, and 
made his own, that little modicum of his native earth which is” 
thus commingled with himself. Independently of coaventianal 
law, such is jndeed the primitive foundation of the right à 
property, namely, the skill anq labor of the vigtial r 
as the protection of that skill ang labor in wiat they aceumu- 
laté is one of the great objects of law itself. & 

~ k is impossible not tu feel this, in the midst of the vast um 
inhabited wilds of-this country; to feel it as no longer'a mere 
speculative theory of ‘the books, bat asa vivid present reality, | 
Standing:in the- wide expanse. of one of Gur great. Western 
savannahs, solitary in the damain of Nature, will you tell me 
that {shali not shoot the buffalo or the antelope that crosses my 


‘path, or build mea cot by thé river side, or plant a hillock of 


corn in the virgin soil that seems to invite and demand the pre- 
sence of the cultivator? Will you tell me that the game Lhave 
hunted, the hus Ihave built, the corn I have planted, is not 
mine? Will you treat me as a- criminal for reclaiming the 
wilderness from a stale of naure, and making it hrbitable by 
man? ‘Will you set up an abstraction here, one ov two thou. 
sand miles off, that shall strip me of the traits of my toi, and 
send me and mine houseless mto ths woode? Sir, yon wiil not 
persuade me that vhis is justice. Itis impossible, You cannas- 
deal thus with the free hearts of the West. Their sirong arms 
and bold spirita will scatter such iniquitous conceptions as 
these to the winds. . x 

Aly. Chairman, I am ashained tò be arguing such mere ab- 
sivactions tothe House. But gentlemen drive the frends of 
the bill into this train of thought. They do it by the unrea- 
sonable excess of their condemnation ef the setilers,.and by 
the untenable grounds of assumed abstract right, which they 
take for granted, in uttering this condemnation. Away with 
abstractions, then. Let ‘us come lo the.law of the and, and to 
a practical consideration of the facts as they ave, Une oniy ra- 
tional-rules lo guide us in this ‘matter: I¢seems to be assumed 


“by the gentleman -tram Ohio (Mr. Mason] that, upon the law 


` means-consider him as a mere outlaw. 


-cuar manurante, and this in time ger the 


of the land, the Government has allright, the sectlera hone. I 
say, the law of the land, which the Government: makés itself, 
which it makes for iiself, and which it makes as it wili; “but 
which law of the land is, after all; the true foundation of the 
rights‘and relations of property under every well organized 
Government. By law the settler has such rights as ‘we 
the Government have chosen-to give him, or such as we 
may now. choose to -give him; we having the power to 
measure his legal rights according, to our. sense of justice 
and of public pohey. He bas been treated in debate here asa 
mere outiaw, Isitso? The gentleman points me to the law of 
1807, for preventing unauthorized settlements on, lands of the 
United States, as the warrant for th Let us look into 
that law. . 

It forbids unauthorized settlements on the publie lands. That 
is plain enough. And thatisthe whoie foundation of the lan 
guage of opprobrium so freely applied to the settlers. But dooa 
aw say they have no rights as settlers? No; on the con- 
y, twice it speaks of the right, title, and claim of the set- 
thus testifying, involuntarily, as it were, w the fundamen- 
give rights. lt says. the setters 
tall his or their right, titlesor claim; fany he bad 
or they have; and that “every mght, title, or claim’ forfeited 
under this act shall be taken and deemed to be vested in 
United States.” That which is forfeited, that which being fo 
sis in another: s {these | 
aust he sotpeth: 
ich provides a per 
3 an existing ri 


tler; 
tal truth that skilf and Jab 


shall “for 


yet recogni 


What may have been the origin of this law—whether it w 
enacted for the limited object specified by th 
Mississippi (Ais. ‘Prenziss} or not—is 
iakeitas i findit. Ard} contend that, 
the law. the seuler off 
ter would be that sirictum, 
truly char 
in lerrarent-ouiy, ov for what 
been enforced according io the letter; 


the 
rein lay out 


is, improve it for 5 
hing upon it that was his own —his labor. Ite that sul- 
ed, Uiled, and sowed any partor it, theieby annexed to it 
something that was his property, which asother hac no rible to, 
nor could, without injury, take from biin,” (Locke, on Civil 
Government, bk. ii, ch.5.) 

“God bath given to the sons’ ef men a twotald right to the 
earth. There is a natural rightand acivil right. The ti 
was natura], when meti held the earth in common, ro. 
feeding where they pleased. Then, as men and cattle incre 
they appropriated some parcels óf ground by enciosiag 


t 
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(Plantations in 3 ap. 80> 
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a perfect right to remit the forfeiture ofthe settier’s right which 
the act threatens; chat, in fact, as if conscious of the injustice of 
the letter of the law, or of the impocency of all attempts to en. 
force it, the Gevernment has perpetually intervened, in one 
way or auuther, by a sort of equity power, lo remedy the unjust 
operation of the strict letter of law. They have done this, by 
pre-emption laws without number, dating far back anterior 10 
the law of 1807, and so on, year alter year, down to the present 
ume. 

Sir, one gentleman [Mr. Ranpoury] speaks. of the law of 
1839 as the beginning of pre-emption rights; and another [Mr. 
Rogertson] says the laud system was sound until 1830; as if 
that law innovated upon the preceding couse of jegislation. 
Not se. To enforce the strict letter of the act of 1807, afier al- 
lowing it toslumber for thirty years—to refuse protection to 
the setrlets by tejecting this bill—that would be the innovation. 
Prue, the act of 1330 is the first pre-emption law covering the 
whole public domain. Bat there is a inultitude ef old acts for 
classes or lists of settlers in Ohio, and all the other new States; 
and there is a long series of acts covering specific States, (or 
Territories;) as iat of 1803 for Mississippi, (including Alaba- 
ma,) of 1805, 1806, and 1811, for Louisiana, (including the coun- 
try west of the Mississippi;) of 1808, for Michigan; of 1812, for 
Missouri; of 1613, for Ilinois, Gnclud g the Northwest;) and 
of 1825, for Florida, Alabama, and Mis: issippi. Beside which, 
the act of 1816 contemplates the conversion ef the whole mass 
of settlers into tenants of the United States. How is it possible 
to shut our eyes upon the fact that these relaxations of the sys- 
tem are as eld as the system itself, that they are the equity run- 
ning along, side by side, with the law, to remedy its defects and 
to soften its rigor? f , 

Gentlemen opposed to this bill beganthe debate by assuming 
the general excellence of our syatem for the gale of the public 
lands, and deprecating pre-emption rights because of their being 
a deparaure Irom the system. But new light broke upon us as 
the debate: proceeded, Instead of its being so excellent, so 
fanless, E hear member afer, member, on both sides of the 
Mouse, declire that the auction sales, which constitute the first 
element ofthe system, are a downright furce. So says, among 
others, the geneman m Kentucky, |Mr. Unperwoop.} If 
the fabric itself be so ridientous, it would seem to be scarcely 
worth while to maintain its symmetry at the expense of great 
injustice aad hardship to individuals. But suppose the system 
itseif were intrinsicaily as pertect as some of the arguments 
againat this bill assume it to be, still that constitutes no valid 
objection to its passage, There is imperfection in every thing 
human, perfect as it might be in the main. It is the common 
case. There is one pomt, i, which the system strains. It is 
unjust and impossible rigorously te carry it inte effect, as 
against the poor and honest actual settler. A pre-emption taw 
in his favoris the equitable modification ofthe standing law, by 
which that which is right in the general is saved from working 
injuriously in this parucular application, it is the rectification 
for the unavoidable derangement of the machinery at this point. 

What nation, it is asked, ever exhibited such a spectacle, pro- 
hibiting a thing by the general law, and continually sanctioning 
the violation of the law by special acts? T reply, it may well be 
that we are alone in this respect, ag we are alone in the adop- 
tion of a policy which attempts to convert the public domain 
into a source of revenue. Oiher nations, -siualed as we are, 
have encouraged by all means the colonization and settlement 
of their lands, looking to the great object of building up indus. 
trious and prosperous communities in the wilderness, raiher 
than the small one of extracting revenue from Jand sales. No 
oiher nation, probably, seeks or pretends to do what is impos- 
sibie, namely, to exclude setilers from its wiid lands. 

Por euppose the bill to be re} ected, Suppose we decide ihat 
the settlers ave enticed to no favor, What will you do? Thon. 
sands of setters huve entered on the unsurveyed lands, doing it 
in the convicuon that they wrong nobody, expecting that pre- 
emption rights wiil be conceded to them as they have been to 
others, perceiving that the Government has never enforced the 
act of 1807, and that pre-emption rights have been recognised 
by almost every Congress from that time to this; I say they 
have proceeded, under such circumstances, to make to them- 
selves homes inthe West, What will you do? Will you en- 
deavor, at this Jate day, to reawaken the slumbering vitality 
ofdiatlaw? Will you prosecute the settlers under it? “Why, 
every man in his senses must know that it would be impossibie 
togbtain convictions, or rather impossible to obtain a compe- 
tent jury, any where in the region of these settlements. Will 
you oust the seters by force? It would be well to count the 
cost before undertaking that. Will the President send a miar- 
shad to drive these men from their homes? Sir, that would be 
civil war. ‘These men are conrageous, daring, accustomed 10 
danger and hardship by their forest life, and not ihe mento 
yield y iy to what they cooceive to be deep inj astice Yeu 
seors, aud Jesups, aad Bradys, and Arbuckics, and Dodges, 
and Atkinsons, would be gl usly employed iy laadng troops 
—ifthey could Gad any g to be led in such a can 
against their own peace fi low-ciuzens. Haye we not y 
and ratnors of war enough on hand, withoni getting up one 
inst our Own people? Is the Government prepared, for 
his? Tam not, for one. Instead of ouir ng these men; it is 
cur dwy and interest to favor them. Th ¥ sland an the out- 
posts of the country, that Western frontier which may, at 
any Moment, becom heatre of a desperate contest with the 


the 
savages, in which, if suchte contest should unhappily come, we 


neen the services of these very men, the har y, pi the 
West, for the defence of the border Siates. Ji is impossible to 
enforce the law against them; it would be madness to drive 
them to extremities by attempting it Tstand upon this physi- 
impossibility. There is no other practical alternative. And 
itis the partofa wise Government to concede acefuliy that 
which jt cannot and ought not to refuse. $ 
‘Tne settlers have been denounced as men of lawless habits 
and character. Ado not believe this, Doubtless, they want the 
polish mannerism of city life. But they are men adapted to 
the circumstances that surround them, manly and bold, inured 
totoil, with minds and bodies fitted to grapple with the perils 
and privationsofa pioneer life. They who have bought jand 
of the Government at the Government price, and then setiled 
on it, and they who have first settled, and now stand ready and 
anxious to pay the Government price, are. the same elass of 
persons. Condemning one, you condemn both; that ig, the 
whole of the frontier population; which is unjriat to them every 
way. Irisa mistaken idea that such ofthem as areon the pub- 
lic lande.are less regard{ulof general law than their neighbors: 
‘Why, then, do they go upon the public lands? I have,a litte book 
here, lately published, a description of Wiscousin, which ex- 


Plaing this, “Tt seems thay lows, the new Territory. beyond the: 


Mississippi, has more inhabitants than Wisconsin proper. 
Why is this? Not becausef they are speculators, rapaciously 
seizing upon the best lands, as ‘gentlemen seem to imagine; 
but the contrary. My little book says: ` 

“We may perhaps safely say that eastern Wisconsin has a 
population at thistime ofabout 20,000; and Jowa, or the distriet 
west of the river (Mississippi) of about25,000,. * * The emi- 
gration to the western side of the river was greatly increased 
in Consequence of the spirit ofspeculation having been so wide- 
ly and destructively. diuused over the eastern part of the Terri- 
tory. * *. Theindustr.ous emigrant finds many of the best 
lands in the hands ofthe speculator, and he is compelled to 
move onward to the West, unul he can setile on lands to which 
he may have his pre-emption right, or atleast be ablé to pure 
chase at the Government price, without being obliged to pur- 
chase at an euchanced price fromm the capitalist.” (Observ. on 
Wisconsin, p. HL.) 

Genilemen who oppose this bill have a great deal to say 
about speculators; and in what they do say, they contradict 
themselves very sirangely. At one time they tell tis these pie- 
emptioners are lawless speculators, planing themselves upon 
the choicest parcels of the public, lands. At dnother time, 
they are described as poor mea, incepable of taking care of a 
few acres of land, the victims and the prey ol speculators, 
There is, I think, much error and exaggeration in all this. 
Certainly, the aciual seuler is more to be favored than the 
mere speculator. Still, men will speculate in the public lands, 
as in every thing else which is boughtand sold. They may do 
it lawfully, they may do it honestly. But gentlemen from tbe 
West, enemies of this bill as well as its friends, have assured 
the House that the great field of speculation, and of combina- 
tions of specniators, is at the auction or other sales of the 
Government. And as fer the settlers, there is no more 
reason why they should noi have the power to sell that part of 
the fruits of their labor which is invested in improvements, 
than that part which consists of crop or cattle. St was the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Un 
suggested in argument against the 
improvident men, who would lose their improvements to 
shrewder men around them That is a singular objection. Ff 
it proves any thing, it proves that seulers of this class should 
uot be allowed to buy land of the Government at all, or indeed 
to have property of whatever description. A poor man is not 
to have property, not even that which he has fairly earned by 
hard knocks, uniess he can first show satisiactorily that he is 
skilful in keeping, as well as industrious in acquiring, pro- 
perty!. What sort of doctrine is this? Not such as 1 can 
approve. Ours are institutions of equal laws for all. The 
same free field of competition is open to the rich and poor. 
alike, If either has more claims on tis than the other, it is the 
poor man, who has less of the advantages of fortune. Hin, at 
any rate, we are not, because of his being. disfavored alréady. 
by fortune, to. disfavor further by law; especially if he be 
the pioneer, who is the frst to open the wilderness to cultiva- 
tion, and the first to be called’ upon to fight the battles of the 
country m the hour of danger. 

Sir, the House perceive that I disagree altogether with the 
genem n from New Jersey, [ Mv. RANDOLPH, } and the gentle. 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Mason.] who regard the settlers aa men 
deserving of no favor 1 hold the contrary. I honor the en- 
terprising men who carry their sialwart linib and free-spirited 
hearts into the Western woods and prairies, and subdue the 
wilderness to the dominion of our civilizatio» and our laws. I 
deny that this indicates any lawlessness of characier, Who are 
these men? Are they not, many ofthem, our own friends, neigh- 
bors, and people—fellow-citizens of ours from the Atlantie 
States, who remove to the West, not to livea life of idleness, 
but tocarve out for themselves a competency by laborious in- 
dustry, in that noble field of enterprise and of toi]? They are 
the instruments and the-evidence of the expansive energies of 
ow couniry and our institutions. If among them be sume of 
less orderly tempers, tho’ hetter for us who remain behind. 
Western emigration is the safety-valve of thè Unien. Ht serves 
to relieve the more crowded population of the old States; to re- 
lieve them of those evils af a condensed society, with crime and 
extreme poverty in its train, which are the carse ofmany parts 
of Europe; to relieve us of all the uneasy and exuberant spirit 
which is compressed and fretted in populous communities, but 
which finds ample scope for the beneficial expansion of its en- 
ergies inthe wide West." . 


ill, that the settlers were 


constitutes pleasure, and industry amusement, In an equal de- 
gree with the inhabitants of the United States of America. * * 
; i 
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These phenomena it would be in vain to explain by the 

mere spirit of adventure. There are no gold mines jn the West- 
ern States; no active commerce equal to that from which they 
emigrate; no accumu'ated wealth to allure their covetousnesa. 
The riches ef the soil can only be explored by active labor and 
a series of harassing details, connected wiih the sacrifice of 
every convenience of life: the commerce af the explored region 
is to be created by new roads and lines of communication, 
which call for new and inereased exertion on the part ofthe set- 
ters, and itis only after a-period of many years their sturdy 
industry can hope for an adequate reward of ease and prospe- 
rity. Such prospects are notapt to.allure the weak, enher in 
bedy or mind, and require a determination and steadiness of 
purpose totally incompatible with the vague and Joose spirit of 
adventure. Neither is there any thing in the character of the 
Western people which Gould give the Jeast foundation'to euch a 
suspicion, Theyare a hardy, persevering race, inured to every 
toil to. which human nature can be subjected, and always ready 
te encounter. danger and hardships with -a degree of cheerful 
ness which it is easily perceived is the ef ct of moral courage 
and conscionshessaf power.  * ee fog hy op o i 
“R appears, then, that the universal disposition of Americans 


to emigrate to the Western ‘Wilderness, in’ order to eflatge their 


a 


ERWwoOoN ] I think, who- 


"here is, probably, no people on earth with whora hubiness © 


The Confederacy does not want wild: lands tò be hoarded ‘for: 
the uncertain hope-ef revenue. If it did, this “bill. would: rot 
materially intertere; since it requires the settlers to pay. the 
Goyernment price of $1 25; and the average sales sirte 163 
have only yielded’ $} 27.9.20 But what we as a Governtient 
want is men, tax-paying men,free nations to pay, ans to fighvit 
need be. Or, as Sir William Jones well said, 1 is not laids; 
nor hattlemented walls, that constitute a State, but “men, high: 
minded men.” rejoice, therefore, in the growth and prospe- 
rity of the rural population of the country. “lam for protechin 
and encouraging ail, the commercial, thë manufacturing, nd 
the agricultural; but it is the latter, the Producing: class, they: 
whe raise the very necessaries of subsistence, which. isof.: : 
mary necessity to a nation; and which is at ‘the same time’ 
among thé. freest and the hardiest by habit of life: and arethey 
to he the objects of obloquy and reproach? ‘These are the men, 
reared in Nature’s lap; the fearless cultivators of the virgin soil 
of America, commemorated by the’greai poet: - ee 


The frecborn forest found and keptihem free, 
And fiesh as is the torrent or the tree, : 

Their leading characteristic traits, devotion to liberty, enter. 
prise, perseverance, courage, love of iabor and activity, are the 
very elements of our country’s greatness.. 1do not relish the 
language of censure applied here to such men. They deserve 
all yeasenuble protecion at the bands of this Government; and 
šo far as I can contribute to give it 1o them, they shall continue 
to have it. ‘ 

Mr. Chairman, I shail not enter at present into. the great 
question of the future. disposition of the public domain of the 
United States. I have said, and I repeat, that I do not think it 
for the goud of the country, or its inhabitants, that the public 
jands should be hoarded as a source of revenue. Very soon. 
we shall have to take up the general question: in earnest. Ag 
at present administered, the fund derived from the land sales ia - 
the chief cause of the irregulacities in the fiscal action ofthis 
Government. The lunds themselves are the object of perpetual 
sectional jealousies, and the means of infinite political corrap: 
tion. They make this Government (he greatest landlord in the 
country, and thus give to it overwhelming patronage and power 
in the new States. He wha shail come forward to. put an end 
to this state of thiags, who has courage to run the hazards ag 
well as to deserve the honors of attempting to carry through a 
plan for adjusting the relations of the States. indiv dually and 
of the United States to the public.domain—though, like. Tibe- 


rius and Caiús Gracchus in reviving the Licinian daw.of the 
Roman Republic, be should.fall a -victinyto-the attempt-—will 
deserve ‘well of his country.” Meantime,’ 1 shall: vote. for this 
bill, as.a measure beneficial to the actual eatiers, the men who 
encounter all the hardships. of converting the wilderness: into: 
cultivated fields, and of preparing it to be. the veat of civi lize: 
tion and of freedom, and of new eommunities, the, future’: 
members of. our Confederacy.. ik ay 


dominion over inanimate nature, is the actual teault af an ex. 
pansive power which is inherent in them, and ‘which, by conti 
nally agitating ail classes of gociety, is constantly throwing a 
large portion of the whele population on the exeme confines 
of the State, in orderto gain space for its development, Hardly 
is a new State or Territory jormed before the same principle 
manifests itself again, and gives rise to a further emigration; . 
and sois it destined ’to go on, until a physical barrier mnst. 
finally obstruct its progress.” (Grund’s Americans. ) : 


PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS... 


SPEECH. OF MR. ROBERTSON 
. Or VIRGINIA, fe 
In the House of Representatives, June 13, 1838—On the bill 
` granting Pre-emption Rights. 

Mr. Cuamman: The disposition of the public lands becomes 
every day more and more a subject of profound and exciting 
interest, The Claims of the pre-emptioners, now so strenuously 
‘pressed upon us, certainly merit our. candid consideration; but 
they are of trivial moment, compared with those of another 
descriptign, which have been pagsed by almost. unnoticed by 
those who have taken part in tne Presont debate.. talude to 
the deep stake held by the original States, and, above all, to the 
peculiarly imposing’ claim of that Stave which you,* sir, as 
well as myself, represent. It is time that.these great interests 
should attract the attention of Congress, and some final-mea- 
an be deviséd for placing them on a just and satisfactory. 

asir. 

Whatever’ may be onr opinien of the pretensions set ip. 
by the-pre-empuoners, we should adopt no -partial legislation 
‘on their behalf, while higher and hetter claims are left-unad- 
jusied. The Treasury cannot much longer require the: re 
sources arising from the sales of the public jands.. Let us then, 


‘sir, understand what ultimate cestinaticn it is proposed-to give 


them, hall the oid States be allowed any share of what.they 
generously yielded. for the common benefit? Shall the ‘pro. 
ceeds of sales, when no longer required for revenne,or the 
lands themselves, be distributed among all the States in just 
preportions? Or shall the whole he surrer.dered, with or with» 
oul equivalent, to the States in which they lie? Theee, air, are 
momentous questions in ali their. bearings. The gcographical 
divisions to which they inevitably tend are far more lange 
than these of a political or party character merely. But, 
they must be niet. Unless the-j 
Y 


Quié 

if you will. the pre-emptioners in their üpaüthürized portat 
sions; satisfy, if you can, the insatiable cupidity of spec) H 
comply with the wishes of the Weetarn people, by gi 
č landa, if such me: 
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APPENDIX TO THE CONGRE 


self, if, viewing the signs of the times, I could stand by and Bee 
her just.claims overlooked, her rights wrested frem her, with- 
outan effort to maintain them. If IE know myself, sir, I have 
no other feeling towards any portion of our wide-spread Union 
than that of warm attachment; but I must frankly say that I 
love, ab ve all, the State which gave me birth. Nor wil West- 
ern gentlemen, who now, and on all occasions, so zealously de- 


fend the interests of their own constituents, condemn me for’ 


vindicating those of mine. Igo further, sir.. They boast, and 
jusly, perhaps, of the growing importance and power ef the 
new States; but when they find an Eastern or Southern man 
seeking by undue concessions to conciliate their favor, I warn 
them uot to trust him. If tréácherous enough to sacrifice the 


rights and interests of his own constituents, with a view to sel- - 


fish ends, they way rest assured he will never prove true. to 
others when the same motive shall prompt him to betray them. 

The subject of the public domain, Mr. Chairman, has been 
discussed as if the United States possessed an unlimited right tô 
dispose of it at théir will and pleasure. ‘Such, sir, is not the 
fact. They hold alarge part of it—alt that ceded by the States 


—under solemn stipulations, which they cannot violate. They 


are mere trustees; and the terma, being in themselves essen- 
tially just, apply with equal moral force to the lands since ac- 
quired by purchase. These propositions wauld seem too clear 
Jor argument, I will not enter at large into their examination, 
nor cite the many great. names by which they have been de- 
monstrated, It will be-all-sufficient.to refer to the opinions of 
one whose authority this committee will not quéstion. Gene- 
ral Jackson, in his Message of Sth December, 1833, putting his 
veto on the land bill, takes. a full view of the rights of the States, 
and asserts the obligation of this Government to maintain 
them. It will be gratifying to his friends, no doubt, to refresh 
their recollection by citing the doctrines of this learned jurist. 
I donot know-~I must say, in answer toa gentleman‘near me 


whether it wasthis veto Message which raised him to the | 


rank of doctor of laws, or whether the degree was conferred 
for the learuing displayed in ‘the proclamation or protest.. Be 
this as it may, the argument alluded to, so far as respects the 
Present question, was. never refuted, and I believe it to be irre- 
futable. Permit me, sir, to cite a few passages. . 

After giving a history of the waate land held by the original 
States, he speaks of the motives which induced them to-surren- 
der it, Xe quotes the terms of the cession made by Virginia, 
(ist March, 1784,t) and the clause in the Constitution giving 

ower to Congress to dispose of the territory of the United 
tates + He then says: 4 

“Tae Constitution Jeft all the compacts before made in full 
force, and the rights of all parties remained the same under the 
new Government as they were under the Confederation.” 

And adda; 

“By the facts here collected from the early history of our 
Republic, it appears that, the subject ofthe public landsentered 
into the elements of its institutions, It was only upon the con- 
dition that those lands should be considered as common proper- 
ty, to be disposed of for -the benefit of the United States, that 
some of the States agreed'to come into a ‘perpetual union.’ 
Tie States claiming. those lands acceded- to those views, and 
transferred their claims tothe United States; upon-certain spe» 
cific conditions, and on those conditions.the grants were accept- 


ed. The-golemn compacts, invited by Congress in a resolu- , 


tion declaring the purposes to which the proceeds of these lands 
should be applied, originating before the Constitution, and form- 
ing the basis on which it was made, bound the Unite l 
a particular course of policy in relation to them, by tiès as 
stròng as can be invented to secure tha faith of nations.” 

This, sir, is strong language. a 

Adverting to the ordinance of 1787, which he tets us was 
madc to secure to the Government of the United States, for- 
ever, the power to execute: these compacts in good faith, he 
quotes the article which declares that the new States shall 
never interfere with the primary disposition ofthe soil by the 
United States, nor with any regulations Congress may find ne- 
cessary for securing the title in such soilto the bona fide pur- 
chasers, AET O 

From all this he deduces several distinct propositions, affirm- 
ing, in.substance, the obligation of the- Government to dispose 
of the waste lands, for the common benefit of the States, accord- 
ing to the proportions stipulated in the deeds of cession, The 
pledge of those Jands for the payment of the public debt he 
considers as practically conforming to this obligation. Butthat 
debt, he says, may be eonsidered as paid, and the lands conse- 
quently released from the lien. E ei 

Now mark the grounds, sir, upon which he-rejected the land 
bill. Iwill refer to the first two objections only. In aspirit of 
concession, perhapstéo liberal, the bill proposed to give to the 
new States 12} per Ceat. out-of the proceeds, and then to divide 


the residue ratably among all. Referring to this proposal, he . 


gya: $ 7 g 
“The bill begins with an entire subversion of every one of 
the compacts by which the United Siates became possessed of 
the western domain, and treats the subject as if they never had 
existence, and as ifthe United States were the original.and un- 
conditional owners of all the public lands.”’ : 
Again’ : f ; 
“This twelve and a half per cent, is to be taken out of the 
nett proceeds of the land sales, before any apportionment is 
made; and the same seven States which’ are first to receive 
this proportion are also to receive their due proportion of the 
residue, according to the ratio of general distribution, 
“Now, waving all considerations of equity or policy in re- 
gard to this provision, what more need he said to demonstrate 
iis objectionable character, than, that i¢ is in direct and undis- 
guised violation of the pledge given by Congress to. the 
States, beforea single cession was made; that it abrogates the 


+“That all the lands within the territory so ceded to the 
United States, and not reserved for or appropriated to any of 
the befure mentioned purposes, or disposed.of in bounties to the 
officers and soldiers of the American army, shall be considered 
asa common fund, for the use and benefit of such of the Uni- 
ted: States-as have-become, or shall become,. members of the 
Confederation, or Federal alliance of the said States, Virginia 
inclusive, according to iheir usual respective proportions in 
the general charge and expenditure, and shall be farthfully 
and bona fide disposed of tor that purpose, and for no other use 
or purpose whatsoever.’”? j 

+The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be eonstrned to prejudice any claims of 
the United States, or of any particulay State.” 


States to’ 


Pr 


nplion to setiters—Mr.. Ro 
condition upon which some of the States came into the 


Union; and that it sets at nought the terms of cession spread | 


upon the face of every grant, under which the.title to that 
portion of ihe public land is held by the Federal Govern- 
MENI : E y RR y 
- His second objection is founded upon the same principle: 
“In the apportionment (lie obsérves) of tht remaining seven- 
eights of the proceeds, this bill, in a manner equally uncis- 
guised, violates the conditions upon tohich the Cnited States 
acquired title to the ceded lands. Abandoning altegether the 
ratio of dis:ribution, ‘according to thé general charge and ex- 
penditure, provided by the compacts, it adopts that of the Fede- 
ral representative population.- Virginia. and other- States 
which ceded their lands upon the express condition that they 
should receive a benefit from their sales in proportion to their 
pari of the general charge, are, by the bill, allowed only a 
‘portion of seven-eights of their proceeds, and that not in the 
proportion of general charge and expenditure, bur in the ratio 
of their. Federali representative population.” eat! 
‘Having thus warmly reprobated the injustice of depriving 
the old States of any portion of their just share in the pubhe 
domain, he proceeds to observe: © A ` 
“The Constitution of the United States did not delegate to 
Congress the‘ power to abrogate these compacts.. On the con- 
trary, by declaring that nothing in it ‘shall be so construrd as 
to prejudice any claims of the Uuited States, or of any particu- 
lar State,’ it virtually provides that these compacts, and the 
rights they secure, shall remain untouched by the legislative 
power, which shail only make all ‘needful rules and regnla- 
tions for carrying them into effect.’ All beyond this would seem 
to be an assumption of undelegated power.” 
Such, sir, was the respect manifested, some few years past, 
by the Chief Magistrate of this ‘Union—himself a Western 


. man—for the obligation of this Government to redeem its pledge 


and execute its contracts in good faith—these invaluable monu: 
ments, as he termed them, of an age of virtue, patriotism, and 
disinterestedness, But a new light has dawned upen us, and 


` doubts begin to'be suggested as to the true meaning or obligator: 


force of explicit engagements, the most solemn that could be 
devised to secure the faith of nations. This Government,. it 
is more than insinuated, may sell the lands for a nominal price, 
or surrender them unconditionally tothe States in which they 
lie; and these ideas, strange to say, are thought to be shadowed 
forth in the official communications of the same Chief Magis- 
trate, who so triumphantly asserts the rights of all the States to 
an equitable participation. It must be-acknowledged, sir, that 
there is some ground for this charge of inconsistency, gross as 
itis. In his message of December, 1832, General Jackson says: 
“It seems to me to be our ¿rye policy that the public lands 
should cease as seon as practicable to be a source of revenue, 
and that they be sold to settlers in limited parcels, at a price 


- barely sufficient to reimburse the United States the expense at 


the present system, and the cost arising under our Indian com- 
pacts.” And adds: “It is desirable that, in convenient time. 
this machinery be withdrawn from the States, and the right of 
soiland the future disposition of it be surrendered to the 
States, respectively, in which they lie.” 

He repeats these suggestions in the very message from which 
Į have just quoted an argument demonstrating that such surren- 
der would’be a palpable violation of our plighted faith. 

The present Incumbent, following in his footsteps, insinuates 
the same policy, and almost in the same words. He tells usin 
his last annual message; that “the timé. will come when it will 
he the true policy of the General Government, as'to some.of the 
States; to transfer to them, for a reasonable equivalent, all the 
refuse and unsold lands, and to withdraio the machinery of. the 
Federal land offices altogether.” Both the present and last Ad- 
ministrations, it would appear, then; concur in. recommending 
asurrender of the lands. 
his predecessor, Mr.. Van Buren does not propose to yield them 
up withoutan equivalent. .Nor, indeed, can it.be believed that 
Gen. Jackson, -although he does not in terms propose an equi- 
valent, could have intended so gross an outrage upon rights he 
had hims.If so ably vindicated. Itis strange enough that he 
who considzred the division among the States, in the ratio of 
their representation, as the most safe, juzi, and federal disposi- 
tion which could be male of a surplus of general revenue, 
should find an insurmountable difficulty in dividing among them 
the proceeds of the. public lands, which this Government is ex- 
pressly bouhd.to dispose of for their common benefit. Butitis 
inconceivable that he who pronounced the division of those 
proceeds, as proposed by the land biil, an undisguised violation 
ofthe pledge given by Congress, because itgave an advantage to 
the new States of 124 per cent. only beyond their due proportion, 
could have contemplated a gratuitous surrender of the whole. F 
cannot ascribe to. him an intention indicating so inaecountablea 
perversion of intellect, or so monstrous an obliquity of the mo 
ral sense. 
bill, I repeat, present an°uvanswerable argument against the 
pretension. Icould hope toadd nothing to the force ofthat ar- 
gument, were I to attempt it. Jam willing to’ leave it where 
he has placed it; and will now turn to the question more imme- 
diately involved by the bill on your. table. . 

When we compare. the operation of our Jand system, as it 
was admirably organized previous to the fatal act of 1~30, we 
cannot fail, sir, to be struck. with the contrast. In place of 
order and fair dealing in the conduct of public sales, and per- 
fect security of title, we have introduced confusion, fraud, and 
insecurity. - The reasons assigned in favor of this and the sub- 
sequent pre-emption laws have not satisfied my mind of their 
policy or justice. Gentlemen differ among themselves as to 
the true grounds on which they should be defended. Some re- 


- gard the privileges they confer, as a favor bestowed on the 


poor; others as a just right, founded on merit at least, if not on 
law. The gentleman from Mississippi who has-just taken his 
seat, [Mr. Prentiss } takes the bold ground that the act of 
1807, prohibiting setuicments -upon the public lands notil an 
thorized by law, isto be regarded as repealed or obsolete; that 
the conduct of the Goverument has been such as to tavite 
settlers to take possession, and that it is its interest as Well as 
its duty to protect them. There is much plausibility, sir, as 
well as boldness, in these propositions; but they will not stand 
the test of examination. 

It is true that pre-emption laws have beea granted, from 
time to time, froman early period; but ‘they were partial and 
local in their operation. It was not the practice of those who at 
that time administered our Government to invite aggressions 
upon. the public property, nor, unless for: peculiar considera- 
tions, to sanction them after théy were committed. I: seems, 
si, that they were but in the horn-book of politics—not -halfa 
century, but a century and a half, at least—behind the eplight- 


But, more just or more wary than - 


The very grounds on which he rejected the land” 


id, warning all 
$ jhen 


repegled or has 
issigsippi: more 
y ( ation; “he: would 
have found that Congress not only refused, even upon the appli- 
cation of the Legislature of his own State, to relieve against the 
+ law, of 1807, but that they repeatedly” reasserted. the policy“ that 
law was designed to enforce, 1 will not fatigue the: nmimittee, 
sir, by a special. reference to the earlier recognitions “of thar 
policy, ner comment upon them. Iwill refer those-who-doubt 
to the more recent-reports only, (in 1824, 725, and ?26):from ‘the 
“Committee on the Public Lands of this House, composed, I 
| doubt not, then, as now, forthe most part, of Western: men. 
No general law was ever passed confirming illegal settlements, 
until that of May, 1830; ‘nor did that law, nor either: of those 
since passed in 1532 and 1884, repeal the act of 1507; they quieted 
the settlers in- possession, but did not legalize such, entries-in 
uture, - Ra = S 
The gentleman: from Miisissippi contends that the act of 
1807 is to regarded as abrogated, because dtthas not-been ‘én- 
forced. He asks,-why has the Government neglected to enforce 
it? Sir, Lecho the question, and should be glad to hear a'satis- 
factory answer, How, sir, has it happened that the last. ir- 
cumbent of the Presidential office, above all, has permitted 
these settlements to goon unchecked, until the intruders are 
humerous énough to defy the power of the Government? Had 
he been as vigilant to prevent violations of law in the West'as 
in the South, this state of things could never haye arisen. 
There has been a shameful dereliction of duty ‘on the part of 
the Governinent; and the consequence: is, a ruinots ‘sacrifice 
of publit: interests and depravation of public: morals, -1a 1830 
the Executive was informed of fraudulent combinations, De- 
tween the settlers and speculators, ta keep down: the price of 
the public land, and share the spoils-among themselves. The. 
information was communicated in obedience to the call of this 
House, on the 26th day of May, and then only in a dry, naked 
transmision, by the Secretary of the Treasury, of the lentera 
he had received, without stating that any measures had been 
taken to suppress or defeat such vile attempts, This commu- 
nication was immediately followed up by he açt pf the 29th of 
the same month, rewarding all intruders, up to (Hat time, by 
giving them a right of pre-emption; not merely toa sufficiency 
for their support, but toa full quarter section of one hundred 
and sixty acres; and when-the same quarter section has been 
settled by two, allowing to each what is called a float—that is, 
the privilege of entering eighty. acres apiece, in addition. 
What, sir, have been the fruits of he new system? Shall T 
refer you to representations of Gwin, one of the ‘registers 
the land office, giving an account of fraudulent combinations 
between the setilers and speculators, and expressing the opi- 
nion that the sales in his district in 1833 were void, and the 
purchasers liable to prosecution? Fis statement has been al- 
ready commented: on by gentlemen on both sides, and the- 
- House will fake: it for what itis worth. -1 pass on to the ac- 
count given: us by one acquainted with the land system, for 
many years. . Tallide to.Gideon Pitz, the late: register at Mount 
Salus. Ina letter addressed to. ihe Commissioner of the Land 
Office, he expresses his regretat the feverish anxiety inanifested 
by. members of Congress to makéalterations-in the Jand laavs, 
and pronounces. the pre-emption act of the 29th’ of May. 1880 
the most unguarded, and, in. all respects, the worst; tand law 
ever passed in the United States. . 
{Mr. Prentiss inquired what was the date of the letter.} 
Mr. Reserteon. > The 16th January, t831. Be 
| (Mr. Prentiss. That was too soon after ‘its passage’ to judge 
of its operation. ] mtg 
Mr. Rozgerrson. True, sir, it was but the beginn we 
had but tasted of the bitter fruits it has since so abun antiy 
yielded. 5 if 


ge. 
ge, 


describe the improvements made by ihe pre-emptiom claim- 
ant. : 
“They may be eo cbscure,”’ he says, “as not to be 
by a purchaser, even.jf he had examined the land 
pose, or such improvement may never have ex 
proved in the land office, it will be st ficient to get the title? 
Again: “Ifa. person had cultivated a hundred tracts, more or 
less, scatiered all over the district, by himeeif, negroes, hire- 
Ings, or children, each having a hill of corn, potatoes, gocher 
peas, or one turnip, he could keep all those tracts out of market 
one year; for he may select which -he pleases just before the 
close of the term, or may not purchase aty.” He tells us that 
many innocent and honest purchasers: will probably be strip- 
ped oftheir labor and improvements, and-that the mischief to 
them. islikely to be ten times greater thaw the injury would 
have been to lawless settlers. AE 3 i 

‘The gentleman from Mississippi aske, would I give the henefit 
of the settler’s labor te<specula'ors? He would have but 
little right to complain of such a measure, if it were adopted 
Ifahardship, it would be one brought upon kimss li hy avoion. 
sary breach of a public law; and neto which every mar: sub 
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Pre-emption to setticrs—-Mr. Robertson. 
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tho- 


dolars, and must have comnianded, ifepenly and frirly sold, 
a price more nearly approaching their value than one coliar 
anda quater perucre. ‘The price paid by the speculator: for 
preemption rights justifies the cstimaté made by Brown. 
‘Those rights cost him, as lam informed by an imtelligentmem- 
ber of this Hous?, on an average, about six dollars per.acre fer 
the whole quarter section, (L60acres.) Now, sir, upwards of 
sixtecn hundred thousand acres were paid far under the act of 
I83L alone. Allowing them to be worih on an average (en dol- 
lars per acre; they would have brought more than sixteen, mil- 
lions oidollars, © The (I -vernment reecived ‘about two. PEU 
these views be correct, the Government lost the whole dife- 
rence. Butifitiost the uai, or the fourth, Brown’s estimate is 


art as if I 
Government cannot command the fair value of meir jand 


in consequence of fraudulent praciices, it is o 
fo unite in endeavoring to suppress them. No 
can be devised, perhaps, that wil alsogether 
them; but that is no excuse for submitting 
rious frauds, and incurring the enormous sacrifices we 
are now sanctioning by law. “It is not the auction s ste 
would seem to ma, but the pre-emption system, that give 
fo the fraudulent and lawless combi £ 
plained of by our land agents, 
ascribed to the privilege of flos : 
denouncing, Neither the Commissioner nor the registers of 
the land office confine their objections to Wem. © They tell os 
that the settlers and the speculators made common cause in 
swindting the Government: ‘and reprobate the whole pre-emy- 
tion scheme, as tending to produce frand and confusion. The 
settler is not always content with having tho pre 
privilege once When the tract on whieh he ha 
worn out, Fitz telis us, he will move to another z 
to self a i The kd, gentemes te 
and he has a næaiural right, it seems, to take sion whe 
he wi Ye: n the world is ali before. him, and—i had 
said—Providence his guide; but no, sir; Provideuce 
10 man to e upon what does. not beleng to him, 
“THe” Ghe settler) “ says he would be a great fool to bay land, 
because those who have purchased land and reside on It kar 
no such priciieges.” ‘Well, sir, the gentleman fromm M 
sippi thinks this is all as it should be. The settler, he says, 
cannot know the precise line which-bounds the public lands; 
that there are no lawyers there to tèl, him what constitutes a 
trespa: Sir, this plea of ignorance will not do. The settler, 
probably, may be unable to find the lines; he may not keow 
whose land itis; but he cannot he so ignorant as not to. know 
itis not his: requires no counsel learned in the laws to tell 
him that, He need only cònsuit thè monitor that ought to be 
in the breast of ail—the most ignorantas well as the wisest. 
The gentleman from’ Mississippi would scarcely permit the 
jan to bey ed from him on so flimsy a pretext. i 
Nor can ‘this intrusion be compared with thei 
mitted in hunting a hars, or cating down abee-tre 
imply no elaim of titie. 
(Mr. Pesa K 
feast; set np tit 
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prevent 
to 


nolo- 


cur now in 


pass com- 


this be so jn 
Tae gentleman 


Tapp ‘ noso e 
i an, İTE did not misunde d him, in vindicating 
the pre-emption laws, alluded to ihe ger encountered by 
those who, at the public sales, shouid purchase lands held by ut- 
authorized settlers. Ie expressed a hope thas our legislation 
would be such as to do away the necessity of attending those 
sales armed with pistols, dirks, and Rowle knives. Wea 
legislate, then, itseems, with threats that the laws now existing 
cannot be enforced.. I have a ne a Sit, giving an ac- 
count of what is called a settlers’ me » Et took place last 
winter, ata place called Upper Des Plaines, which I believe is 
in Winois, Twill produce the paper if any gentleman desires 

At this meeting numerous resolutions. were adopied, for 
defining the bonni antity of land held b 


ment of disputesrelating to bound: 
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accordingly. What kind of treatment they were to 
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is floor and the accounts given. by your Og 
ivers. This looks, sir, pretty much Jiks a claim 
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justice to the miners, who have. better ‘claiins, no doubt 
unt of having been the first to seize upos it. 
[Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said they were not trespassers, 
but employed to dig the mines by the Goverament.} 
Mr. Rozgutsen. -They were authuriz ¢ to dig for minerals, 
ceriainiy gave them no tide 


3 


aid fortheis labor.. -Butthat 


to the land. z 5 

Etr. GARLAND rejoined that he had noto asserted.] 

Mr. Rogerson. This, sir, is the effeet of your pre-emption 
system, The question isnot haw the Government is to. be-pro- 
tectedfrom fraud-and loss, but who shall enjoy the privilege of 
plundering it. Inthis'contest, sir E shall take no part, H the 
Government is tohs defranded, 
behs the speculator or the settler. © 2 z 

The genilemau from Mississippi avows that he-wBy 


it is indifferent to me WhetBer tt } 


g 


ture time, claim the benefit of iho pre-emption laws in favoror- 
all settlers. I gamit the frankness ofthe avowal.” “He isdissa- 
tisiied with the President’s last message, because It recommends, 
after the present session, an abandonment of the systenic: He: 
says itis tooimilk and water. Why, sir, what eilsed Heer- 
pect? The President is of an accommodating and conciliatory 
disposition. _Hé naturally desires, as poiiticians, al wi iysde 
satisfy all Te says something in favor of the Tay, 
thiyg in favor of those who violate i; somethmefor th 
and Something for the East, and the North, andthe! 
sir, I agree with the President that thelaw ought. to é 
orcaforced. Tt will not do in this hall to say it cannot be ext 
Why, sir, if the western States themselves weré'to’'s 
settlers in their ope defiance of law, J should expect their. 
presentatlvés on this floor—all, at teast, ofthe Den eRe 
pumicam party—to raise the cry of nullification, aned to recom. 
mend an immediate recourse to the proclamation and force bill. 
Surely those who threatened with military execution the rebels 
of the South, for refusing obedience to-an unconstitutional Meá- 
sure designed to oppress them, and whe spoke of chastising ’a 
sovereign Btate of this Confederacy, will not suffer thé Jaws to 
be trampled “upon elsewhere with impunity, or tell this Bouse 
they dare not disperse a band of unlawful intrudes Upon the 
public property. i ae ne 
n Chairman, U 
no jus 


pre 


Satus. : t 

iMr. GARLAND inquired if che gendeman from Virginia would 
endorse tHe statements.) - ; 

Mr, Rozentson. Certainly not, sir, I endofse the state 
nents Ofno man with whom I am not personally acquainted: 
But the gentleman from Lovisia a wil not, F presume, ins 
perch the v ea a oe i) 
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Louisiana to his colleague, who site near me, (Mr. GARLAND. } 
I understand from him that Mr, Fitz has been long in the public 
service, and bears a high character for integrity. x 

{Mr. GARLAND rose and said that Mr, Fitz had been sent, at 
an early period, (1806,) to Louisiana, by Mr. Jefferson, and had, 
since that time, continued in the land business, in the employ- 
ment uf the Government. He had never heard any imputation 
on his character] 

Mr. Rosggrson. lt is scarcely credible that any man of bad 
character would have been appointed by Mr. Jefferson, and 
continued in such an office under every succeeding administra- 
tion for thirty years. Would to God there were many such 
officers 1n the public service as Gideon Fitz. Sir, it is because 
hig letters give evidence Of integrity and ability that I-have 
brongnt them so ‘fully to the attention of this House. They 
are the official statements of-a man thoroughly acquainted with 
the subject, and of unquestionable veracity; and they are of a 
character to compel me to oppose the renewal of that system 
whose operation he has shown to be every way pernicious. He 
tells us its demoralizing effects have disgusted tha community; 
and I concur with him in the hope he expresses that it wiil 
never be renewed. 

Gentlemen complain of the want of liberality on the part of 
this Government, and of the original States, towards the West. 
These complaints, sir, have no just foundation. 

{Mr. Prentiss disclaimed having made the charge. ] 

Mr. Ropertson, 1 did not allude to the gentleman from 
Mississippi;. but more particularly to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Harrison,}] who gave us a 
iong list of grievances. Ile spoke of large sums expended for the 
benefit of the Atlantic States, on the Army, the Navy, fortifica- 
tions, &c. Sir, itis not my Intention to state an account cur- 
rent; but let him who will engage in that task, and 1 am, much 


, deceived if he does not find any thing but an ungenerous policy 


pursued in reference to the.new States, Have gentlemen for- 
gotten that this Government has paid out of the common Trea- 
sury for Louisiana and Florid», principal and interest, nearly 
thirty millions of dollars? That, in the last ten years alone, the 
amount expended in extingishing Indian titles, and for defend- 
ing the frontier settlements, and, vther matters connected with 
the Indian department, is estimated by the chsirman of Ways 
and Means at about 46 millions of dollars? Do they forget the 
appropriation forthe Cumberland road, exceeding seven mil- 
lions of dollars, and almost exclusively a Western.improve- 
ment? The grants for seats of Government, schools and col- 
legos, roads and canals? Yes, sir, for these objects, to say no- 
thing of large sums in money, this Government has bestowed 
upon the new States betweea l4 and 15 millions of acres of land: 
pleat exceeding that which has been acquired by purchase 
in Indiafia or Iliinois, and nearly equal to that sold in Ohio, and 
now sustaining upwards of a million of inhabitante; while that 
Btate which, on the express condition of enjoying a proportion- 
ate benefit, made a voluntary donation of the domain now con- 
stituting those large States, the State of Michigan, and the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, has received an amount in money too 
paltry to be mentioned, and not an acre of the immense region 
which was once all her own.. Sir, the old States too have rivers 
and roads to improve, and sons and dauzhters to educate.. It 
ill becomes the Weat to complain of their ‘injustice or illiber- 
ality, and its present condition alone furnishes conclusive proof 
to repel the charge. : nesta , 

Weare told of the great amount paid by the Western people 
into the Treasury, for the public lands; and this is spoken of 
as adrain of money {romthem. Sir, those who paid for these 
Jands received more than a full equivalent, and far more than 
ajust proportion has found its way back to them. But in 
truth the drain was from the oid States; it is their population 
and their wealth which has been drained, and whieh has made 
the West what itis. We, sir, cannot but know that itis ow- 
ing to this cause, in part, that comparatively our commerce 
Janguishes and our ‘fields are deserted. - Our brothers and our 
sons have been tempted to emigrate in search of fresher and 
richer lands.. But however, sir, this may affect our prosperity, 
we can never cease to rejoice in theirs; we can never forget 
that we are connected with thém, not by ties of political asso- 
ciation merely, but of blood; nor harbor towards them an un- 
just or unfriendly sentiment. ae z 

Mr. Chairman, it is the common interest of all that the pub- 
lic domain should not be wantonly sacrificed nor unjustly ap- 


portioned. _ In seeking to prevent this, we manifest no hestiiity - 


to any section of our country. It may suit the purposes of po- 


liticians to keep these questions open; it may enable them, as , 


hag been said, to buy up votes. But it concerns every friend of 
that peace and harmony which should prevail among us, to bring 
abouta speedy and satisfactory adjustment. All thatis wanting 
to effect this is a mutual disposition to assert no claim whick ho- 


nor and conscience do not approve; Jet no State urge unfound- 


ed pretensions to superior merit or exclusive title.. It does not 


become the descendants of those who fought side by side in the 
noblest of alicauses—the cause of liberty—to engage ina con- 
test for petty pecuniary advantages. The original adjustment 
of this vexed question by them, under circumstances of- much 

eater difficulty than those now presented, affords us an exain- 
ple well worthy to be followed, They indulged the hope, no 
doubt, that they had laid the foundation of a lasting friendship. 
I fear, sir, that hope is not to be realized; that their arrange- 
ments, on the contrary, just and liberal as they were, are to 
prove the source of enduring enmity. The seedof discord has 


en sown among ug, and the tree is already spriaging, des- 


tined unless we how cut it up by the roots, to spread ‘its 
branches far and wide, and darken the face of our Union. 

Let the Representatives of the new. States themselves. come 
forward with their propositions; divide the lands themselves, 
or tha proceeds beyond the wants of the Government, according 
to the terme of their original compacts; or distribute them 
among the People, on the principle. of the Georgia lottery law ; 


or dispose of them on avy principles they may deem more - 


fair and eqaal. They will not, 1am confident, propose a sur 

render to one or more States, excinsively, of what belongs 
equally to all- The States ih which the lands He have no better 
right than others; nor would the-new Statés themselves con- 
gent to such a proposition, should it ever be seriously made. 
In some of them nearly the whole of the public domain has 
been disposed of, and the money paid intothe Treasury. The 
effect of the scheme alluded to, therefure, would be todivide 
the five or six millions of acres remaining in Ohio among up- 
wards ofa million of inhabitants, In Hnois and Indiana half 
that number of inhabitants would receive probably four times 
the quantity. of lands. In Michigan, some eighty or one hundred 
thousand persons would divide amoug them twenty or thirt 

millions of acres; and the citizena-of Wisconsin, when ad- 


32 


Resurrection Notes—Mr. Jenifer. 


mitted, would probably share in a still greater disproportion. 
This inequality would. never be tolerated among the new States 
themselves, leaving the claitas of the original States wholly 
out of view. But these claims cannot ve willingly abandoned, 
Let the same benefits be extended to all. I speak not, sir, ofa 
division scrupulously exact, as to dellars and cents, or acres, 
or thousands ofacres. Those States which have already made 
generous sacrifices for the publie good will be ready again to 
concur ina libéral policy. I can. answer for one, sir, which, 
neglected, oppressed as she has been by this Government, has 
never besieged it with eleemosynary petitions for any peculiar 
privilege or unjust advantages. But, sir, no communities can 
long subsist together which do not mutually observe justice 
towards each other. It is not in the nature of man to submit 
to glaring injustice pr wanton injury.. Give us, then, some 
measure that savors of equality ; and let us settle, at once and 
for ever, this disturbing question. 


SPEECH OF MR. JENIFER, 
Or MARYLAND. ee . 
Infthe House of Representatives, Friday, July 6, 18383— 
n the bill to prohtbit the reissue uf the notes óf the Bank of 

the United States, 4 j 

Mr. SPEAKER: When I came into the House, an hour since, 
I was surprised to hear my friendfrom Virginia, (Mr. Wiss} 
discussing the merits of the bill now on your table, or rather J 
was at a loss to know how that bill came there at the present 
ume; knowing that yarions others had precedence on the calen» 

ar. 
about, and knowing in whose- charge the bill had been placed 
when it came from the Senate I ceased to be atall astonished. 
I was aware that a political measure could set aside parliamen- 
tary rule in this House whenever it might subserve the views 
of the party. This bill, when it came from the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary reported on by that 
committee, and referred to the Committee of the. Whole on the 
state of the Union. -From that moment, the Judiciary Commit- 
tee ceased to have any rightful control over it; and before the 
bill could be brought into the House, out of its order, it 1e- 
quired two-thirds to suspend the rule for that purpose. This, 
it is well known; could not have been obtained; and some in. 
direct means must he resorted te, to do that which could not 
be directly got at. Whenever the presiding officer of the 
House is disposed te connive at irregular proceedings, it is al- 
ways easy to find the means of accomplishing them, and some 
individual to propose them. 

The chairman of the Judiciary Committee, my colleague, 
{Mr. THomAs,] understands well parliamentary maneuvring, 
as also party discipline. He therefore, by a preconcerted 
plan, asitappears, moves “to discharge the Committee of the 

Whole from the further consideration of the bill, thatit might 
be broughtinato the House and acted on, And, notwithstand 
ing the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
not.had the bill under consideration one moment, they are dis- 


. charged from its further, consideration, the bill is brought into 


the House; and the. previous question demanded; so that a bill, 
which the Senatedeemed: of so much importance as to con- 
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But upon learning the manner in which ic was brought - 


sume daysin the considération and discussion of, was to have «|: 


been forced upon its passage here without a moments warn- 


ing. Does any member doubt that all these arrangements , 


weré made before my colleague moved to discharge the -Com- 
miee of the Whole from the further considerauon of the bill? 
The plan being arranged, the Speaker entertains the motion, 
the committee are discharged, and the bill would now be be~ 
pound the control of this House, but for the premature demand 
for the “previous question” by the member from Maine. Such 
was the anxiety of the member to perform his part in this 
achievement, that this motion was made before the question 
pending was stated or put by the Chair, To this premature 
movement are my friends from Mississippi and Virginia,. 
(Messrs Frentiss and Wise.) as well as myself, indebted for 
this opportunity of exposing the artifices which are resorted 
to, to effect the measures of ‘the party.” 

Mr. Speaker, 1 will’ask, what gave rise to this bili? Who 
was the originator of it? And for what purpose is it to be 
pressed in this House, at this late day of the session, to the ex- 
clusion of so many important bills, both public and private, 
which might otherwise yet be acted on before the close of the 
session? Three Sub-Treasury bils of the same tenor have 
been sent to this House by the Senate, all of which have been 
rejected by the immediate representatives of the people. A 
fourth came from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. CAMBRELENG, ] of similar import; thau met the 
same fate. Not content with having keptthe country in an agi- 
tated, dissatisfied position fer the last twelve months—having 
her currency deranged, her commerce at a stand, a prostration 
of mauy important interests—another effort is to be made stiil 
further to affect her currency. But this is not alk: the effect 
and operation of the bill on your table admits of great doubt 
whether the penalties which are intended to be inflicted on the 
old Bank of the United States may not reach the innocent, 
unsuspecting holders of its notes. This impression has airea- 
dy taken possession of some of those who have those notes on 
hand; if sùch be the construction of the provisions of the Dill, 
it renders stii more obnoxious the unprecedented irregularity 
and haste which have characterized the whole proceedings. 

Mr. Speaker, have not your repeaiedly rejected Sub-Treasury 
experiments, and your abortive efforts to affect the character 
and standing of the Bank of the United States, convinced vou 
of your impotency. to do that institution further barm? You 
profess that ali those measures are intended for the benefit of 
the people, and that you are only carrying out their wishes; 
that a warhas been waged by the banks against the Govern- 
ment, and that ihe banks are responsible for the derangement of 
the currency. Were a demagague upon the stamp to hold 
such’ language as this, the intelligence of the people would 
laugh hiim to scorn; yet this, and much more, equally ridicu- 
l6usyhas been frequently repeated upon this fleor. Bir, there 
has been no war waged by the banks against the Government: 
on the contrary, the banks have been too willing to bow to the 
Executive wili; and. had it pot been, that the requirements of 
the Government were too exorbitant for even their political mo- 
ralicy, the banks migitt yet have been at the command of the 
Executive, and expanding and contracting as orders might 
come from the Secretary of the Treasury. For not acquie 
in these demands they are denounced by the very Executive 
who endeavored to make them subservient to lis views, and 
charged with having caused the derangement of the currency, 


‘that institution. 


which it was their interest a8 well'as policy to ‘preserve sound | 
and uniform- No, sir, the war which-has. teen waged, and is 
still raging, is of. a much more. dangerous character; ote. 
which, if not checked in time, will number the days. of this 
Republic. Iisa war of the Governmenl against the well- 
known wishes of the people! Iisa determination’ on the; art 
of the Government. to distegard their interests, and ‘to adopt 
their own measures, contrary to the consent of thé people...» 
is the use of means to induce a violation of representative duty; 
immoral in practice, and, in the language-of President Jackson., 
unless arrested by the: people, “will fend to. corruption and: 
bribery.”’. Tamsure, Mr. Speaker, I am not ‘misunderstood; , 
recent events fully justify the language {have used.. That Ex- 
ecutive infiuence has-been brought to bear upon: the delibera- 


| tions òf both branches of Congress will not bedeniéd. . How 
- far ii hasbeen successful, a few facts will enable you to deter: 


mine. | After all other schemes and experiments, to coerce this `. 
House to yield its assent. to the-various Sub-Treasury plans re- 
commeaded by the Executive, registered -by the Senate, and 
supported by the faithful Here, this bill is gent.ta us fromthe 
same body, tho ordinary course of proceedings departed from, 


- and by a trick in logislation is to be passed into a law,-that. the 


Executive vengeance may still pursué the Bank ef the United 
States. This is but small game, indeed, for a Government.” 
This bHl originated with, and was, whilst in the Senate, under 
the esp:tial charge of a gentleman, (now no longer a member 
of that vody, aud, therefore, it isnot unparliamentary to speak 
of him.) an active co-operator and steadfast adherent to Ex- 
ecutive plans, wilfully aud knowingly misrepresenting his con- 
stituen:-; and now, at the close of the session, as ‘his term of.” 
service expires, receives his reward, from the President by bé- 
ing ap,ointed Attorney General of the United States, re? 

This gentleman [Mr. Grunpy] has been an advocate for the 
iishment of abranch of the Bank of the United States at 
> ville, Tennessee, his place of residence; and now proposes, 
by this bill, heavy penalties upon that Bank for issuing. its own © 
notes. This isthe dying agony of Executive vengeance against. 
After having deprived the country for so long 
a period ofall other sound circulating medium, the expiring et- 
fort is‘made to drive out of circulation that which is admitted 
to be the best; that which the people have the most confidence 
in, and which even you, Mr. Speaker, ‘prefer to any other: I 
mean the notes of the Bank of the United States: They form - 
now, as they always have done, the best. means of exchange 
throughout the whole country: > ` g 7 

The time has gone by when the people will longer be deceiv- - 
ed in relation to this matter. But a few years since, when all 
the power of President Jackson’s Administration was brought 
to bear’on the’credit of the Bank of the United States; when it 
would have cost any man his office to have been known to take, 
the notes of that bank in preference to those of the pet banks; | 
when the then Secretary of the Treasury, by a labored argu- 
ment, endeavored to prove that, as its charter approximated to 
its end, its paper would be below par, and cease to be -a circu- 
lating medium; at that very moment and up to the present, the 
effice-holders and politicians who were foremost in denouncing 
thatinstitution and its paper received their notes in preference 
to any other, and hoarded them up asgold and silver. But 
President Jackson said that the Bank was insolvent; and all his 
sycophants sald it wasso, Yet none believedit. The pet banks 
gtasped the notes of the Bank of the United States, and would 
not pay them out, except as a matter of favor, keeping them in 
their vaults. in preference to gold or silver. These facts, in 
more than one instance, I myself know. 1 will her Yr. 
Speaker, take occasion to mention a case which occurred dor: 
ing the “ panic” of 1834, A gentleman of high respectability _ 
and integrity of purposé, a warm; devoted friend. of General 
Jackson, residing in the country; having e considerable amount 
of various bank notes in his possession, alarmed at the. various 
rumors he had heard, went -tọ Baltimore’to convert theni into 
specie. Amongst other notes, he held some of thé Bank of the 
United States. Upon consulting with his Jackson friends there, 
he concluded to get rid of the United States Bank notes, aud 
take in their stead those of pet banks only. He came to Wash- 


„ington with his pet bank money, and, after taking advice. from 


his friends here, although one of those banks at that time was in 
fact the Treasury, and the principal part of his notes were of 
that bank, he converted them all-inio specie. Finding, how- 
ever, the inconvenience of so much dead weight, befo:e he re 
turned home he resorted to the Bank of the United States, depo- 
sited his specie, and took its notes into the country with him. 
Upon being asked if he distrusted the pet banks, he declared 
that he did not, that he beiieved them to he perfectly safe and 
sound. Why, then, co you prefer the Bank of the United States? 
I do not; but those who know more of the banks than I do ad- 
vised me to doso. This gentleman is still a warm friend of 
General Jackson, though I believe he has. but little confidence 
in his financial skill- Sir, this is not an isolated case; this is 
not jhe only instance where politicians have neld opinions anu 
used language, official and unofficial—to Gen, Jackson they de- 
nounced the Bank; to the people they denounced its paper as 
notsafe. But when self-interest was at stake, their steps were, 
directed to the place of safe deposite. They knew more thau 
my friend knew. (for so he is personally, thougha political op- 
ponent) and they have availed themselves of their knowledge. 
Another casr,-and I will detain the House no longer upon 
this point. Two years since, while travelling upon the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers, when the notes of the Bank of the 
United Statee were the only paper current every where, a gen- 
tleman (for such he seemed to be) came on board, and, meeting 
a plain countryman, who had travelled but little, seeing in his 
possession several large notes of the Bask of the United States, 
(which he apparently took no natice of,) became exceedingly 
friendly to him, and, upon an opportunity occuring, offered 
bim the most disinterested advice. He told him that within the 
last three days he had met with a confidential friend of Generat 
Jackson, who had assured him thatthe bank could hold out na 
longer; that the Government had determined to put ji downg 
that it was ascertained that there were now more notes jasu 
than could be redeemed, and that the notes were then conside- 
rably beiow par. Tue honest, deluded countryman informed 
him that ke had none other than Unite? States Bank notes, 
which were the savirigs of several years’ hard labor; that they 
constituted his whole fortune; that he had seld out his stock in 
trade at New Orleans, and was now returning to the West, for 
the purpose o; investing iis proceeds in land, for the benefit of 
his family. His new fricndadvised him to say nothing of what 
he had communicated; that a knowledge of the fact would still 
further depress ths value of the notes; and that he would try 
and do something for him when he reached New Madrid, Mis- 
soari, where he had a friend, a little way above. Ina few 
hours the boat stopped at New Madrid, the newly cemented 
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pped on shoro, whilst passengers wore coming on and 
going of. -in a few moments the steam was up, and the boat 
: ¢ way. The countrymen jumped on board just in time; 

sitiend was bound for St. Louis, Missouri, where hẹ no doubt 
found an apt tutor in political knavery. A few hours after, a 
yumor was afloat that the United States Bank had failed. The 
cuuatrymin congratulated himself upon meeting with so kind 
anit dizierested a friend, and communicated the result. He 
had receiv-d for his United States Bank notes those of the pet 
bank of Movile, and some fiom Louisiana and Ohio, to the 
umountof upwards of three hundred dollars, as a particular 
favor, he being, Jike his friend, warmly devoted to General 
Jackson's adminisuation. You may readily imagine his con- 
fusiea andasiouishment when he found how shameiully he had 
been cheated. He paid for his United States Bank notes, in 
New Orleans, four ait a half per cent. and had exchanged 
them for paper more than, five per cent. below par. Thìs is 
the manner in which many honest, contiding countrymen have 
been tricked by political knaves. Are there none here who 
feelas if similar treachery hax not: been practised by ther- 
selves towards the country? Are there none here who, for the 
last six or eight years, have been unceasing in their efforts to cry 
duwn the Bank of the United States, to gratify the malice of Gene- 
ral Jackson; to rendor its notes nncurrent, to induce the peo- 
ple to believe it would be unsafe tohold them, when they them- 
selves have, even during the present session demanded of the 
Sergeant-avacms notes of the old Bank of the United Statés, in 
preference to Treasury notos or specie? If there are any such 
holding seats upon this floor, they are traitors to the people 
whom they were sent here to represent, 

Since uus Admioisiration came into power, the people have 
been atits mercy for their currency; they have had none; pro- 
perly socalled. What privilege has been extended by the Go- 
vernment to members of Congress and office holders alone. 
"Chey ave tendered gold and silver, whilst the last remnant of 
sound currency remaining is to be driven out of circulation, 
and the people left entirely destitute of any. ‘Treasury notes 
ure to be forced into circulation at the option of the Executive; 
transferred from one quarter of the Union to another, as thay 
dest answer political. purposes. This is the metallic circula- 
tion promised by General Jackson, and which, in the language 
of his subservient demagogue, © was to flow up the Missis- 
sippi”? 

How long will gentlemen act counier to the known will of 
their constituents? How long will they persevere in support- 
ing Executive measures, when ths people. have so signally re- 
jected them? Have they not, in every instance where their 
voice could be keard, where their votes have boen counted, 
emphatically exproased their dissent from those miserable ex- 
periments? ; 

President Van Buren commenced his Administration with a 
majority in Congress, and amongst the peop'e in his favor, 
when elected, i! was conti lendy. believed that be would cut 
loose from those miseruble sycophants who had spell-bound 
General Jackson, by administering to his vanity an imposing 
upon his credulity; that the Treasury circular, which had been 
adopted contrary to the expressed opion of his friends in both 
Houses of Congress, would be rescinded; in fine that he would 
look to the interests of the country, to the suflerings of the peo- 
ple, however brought on them, and, in the true spirit of De- 
mocracy, lean towards their wishes. Mow he hag fulfilled 
their expectations is:tou well and dearly known to the country. 
Ja September last, only six manths after his inauguration, look- 
ing to the deranged slate of the currency, apparently sympa- 
thizing with the people in their then distress, the President con- 
voked Congress three months cartier than its accustomed pe- 
riod. He proposed what he deeme:la remedy. He asked for 
ten millions of Treasury notes; they were gravited. He offered 
his Sub-Treasuey scheme; it was, after due deliberation, re- 
jected by-the House of Representatives. Congress was imme- 
diately virtually prorogued natil its constitutional period. Tt 
met again in December, the Representatives having had an op- 
portunity of consulting with and ascertaining the will of their 
constituents upon this all-absorbing measure. ‘Ihe President, 
at the opening of Congress, recommended the rejected experi- 
ment, The Senate, having a majority, not by the will of their 
constituents, subservient to Mxecutive purposes, adopt again 
his plan, Itisagain, and again, and again rejected by the im- 
mediate Representatives of the people: and now we have ihe 
consolation of being told, upon this flour, by une chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr MBRELENG, | who 
reported the Jast pill, thag whether we pass it or not, the Srb- 
‘Treasury is, and will be for the ars to come, the law of the 
land, and in full Operation! tiwas a mere mockery to propose 
it to Congress. "Thus we are: triumphantly told, By the ors 
of the Executive in this House, that, in despite of the Repre- 
sentatives or the near'e experiment shal} endure as long as 
his presideniial term shall conunue. Sir, we should be thankful 
to the organand the President for their mercy as weil as mo- 
desty, in notclaiming seven years, instead of only three; we 
should be thankful that the days of this dynasty are «admitted 
to be numbered. But is iis the language ofa Democ; itic Re- 
publican Presiden, or is it the Loco Foco doctrine which cha- 
racierizes “the party” in New York? Are the people aliens to 
the Government? and isthe Presidents will the law of the 
land? The chairman of the Ways and Means sa: sit is so; 
and it is for the country to register the edict. 

Ta Great Britain, when the King’s ministry asks 
of Commons supplies, or other measures deemec 
tothe Government, if rejected, the minisiers throw up thelr 
seals of office. Andwhy ? Because it is considered that their 
measuresare not approved by the Peuple; and even in that 
monarchical Government a respect is paid to their will. Haw 
is it in this’ Democratic Republic here? The Sen.tors of the 
United States are elected jor six years, and ‘at this moment 
near one-third hold their seats acting against the known will 
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ter in Great Britain could have retained his office after such 
splendid failures as these? Even Pitt himself, with all the 
power he wielded in 1783-84, with the King at his back, would 
not have dared to persevere in measures so repugnant to the 
popular branch of the Legislature and the People, or have 
attempted to hoki office contrary to their will. But in Grea: 
Britain thereis republicanism under the name of monarchy; 
whilst in these United Statesthere js despousm under the name 
of democracy. Having shown in what the democracy of the 
Executive and of some of the Senators consiats—a total disre- 
gard of the People’s will— Twill call the attention of gentemen 
to the composition of this House at this time, and to their votes 
upon those measures of the Executive to which I have advert- 
ed. Which of the States is in favor of the Sub-Treasury ex- 
periment? Is New York? Oy are the constituents of many 
of her Representatives on this floor in favor of those who voted 
for that BIL? The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will not venture so rash an assertion. How stands Con- 
necticut? She has spoken, but has not been regarded by her 
Representatives either in this House or the other. A small 
voice has been heard trem New Hampshire, but unheeded here. 
Task, where has an election becn held since Presider 

Buren developed his tnineus measures in Septembe at 
Where the Administration has not lost ground—where tie 
Whigs, who oppose their measures, have not, in almost every 
instance, been triumphant? Look to Maine; where all means 
were resvried to, however disreputable, and counienanced here, 
to operate Upon her elections—in two instances of vacancies on 
this floor, where both were friends of the Adminis ration, the 
onc a Whig, the other by a greatiy diminished Administration 
vote, is returned here.” Look at Maryiaad; notwithstanding 
ali the imposition which could be bruught to bear by foreign 
influence, from the city of Baltimore, that strooghold of 
Jacksonisin, a Whig is returned by near one thousand ma- 
jority. ` From Virginia, tie Represeatative comes here by, I 
heleve, some fifteen or twenty votes; clearly indicating in all 
those States a want of confidence in either the men or the 
measures. Last, though not least, comes Jfississippi. Yo 
refor to her election, Mr, Speaker, I know must be mortifying 
to the Executive, to the party in this Isuse, to yourself. 
When Congress convened here in December last, and the: Sub- 
Treasury project was again recommended by the Executive, 
itexcited some surprise amongst its opponents, and we could 
not imagine upon what expectations ihe Executive rested his 


President, the party, and the speaker, for the flagrant outre 
done to them and their constituents. 

It may be asked why Finclude the President as a “particeps 
criminis” in this transaction. Jt is because the facts have jus- 
tificd it. Regardless of other great and important interests 
ofthe country, looking ultimaiely to the accomplishment of the 
great object of his solicitude, his rejected Sub-Treasury expe- 
ximent, he ove ail others to eflect this. 

Twili be yecellected that, cighteen months since, a conv 
tion of tobacco platters convened ia this city fram varion 
States i the Union, and memorialized Cong upon the sub- 
ject of the high duties and restrictionsimposed in foreign coun- 
upon that article of expoxr. A select commi tee, consist- 
ng of nine members, of which L was chairman, was appointed. 
Upon an examination of the subject, it was evident that the 
tobacco planters uf the United States had much to complain of. 
It was seen that, whilst very many articles of forsion prodact 
and manufacture were admitted into the United States with 
only a nominal, and others entirely frec of duty, American io- 
bacco, both raw and manufactured, was in some of those coun- 
tries either taxed so high, or restrictions so dly imposed, as 
to amount to almost a prohibidon of its import into those 
conpices, 

The committee, afier mature iny 


igation, made a report, 


urging the Executive ioan attentive consideration of the sub- 
į and unanimously reported a resolution requesting the 
President of the United States to instruct onr ministers and 


agents abroad upon this subject, aud to appoint special agents 
to negotiale with those Governments where no accredited: re- 
Presentatives of the United Siaies were already appointed. 
The report and resolution were adopted by the House of Re- 
presentatives, and, to enable the Presidentto carry those views 

i nd salaries were appropriated to defray the 
enses vf a minister to Austria and to Prussia, to neither of 
which cou-:tries had the United States before appointed a mi- 
nister. As a still further evidence of the desire of both Houses 
of Congress to place the tobacco interest upon a proper basis, 
and to show the interest it had elicited, after the appropriation 
bill had gore to the Senate, without a specific appropriation 
for defraying the expenses of agents to be appointed by the 
T sident to negotiate for a modification af the goties and re- 
tions upon our tobacco abroad, the ate increased the 
contingent Kail, at the suggestion of the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts, (My. Waveren, ] £12,000, for that specifie 
purpose; ead the. House of Represcitatives agreed to ihe 
auendinent. alihough it was warmly ed by 2 member on 
this floor thu: the contingent fund was an y sufficient for this 
purpose, Nat tanding there repeater! indicato sby Con 
gress in favor oi the interesis of the tobacco planters, and when 
x was all-important that promptuess of action oa the parter | 


` the Executive should follow and carry. out these designs, 


. ports are admitted into the U 


President delays for more than twelve monthstoapponiea hit 
ter to Austria, having the commission and fund at hisdispdsal? 
nor have we yet learned that but two specialagents have been. 

appointed under the ‘resolution. Thus far there ap : 
have been a marked apathy in relation to the tobacco 
E is true that instructions have been given, as. app y 
communication of the Secretary of State inreply @ a"resdty 


Bi 


tion moved by me in Octwber Jast, calling for information upon: is 


this subject, to our ministers and agents then’ abroad” By 
why haye the appointments of minister lo’. Anstria and other © 
special agents been so long delayed? 1i wasir the efforts 


those agents, to be sent specially for this par ar pui 
that we anticipated most benefit. “It was’ to satisty thos 
vernmenis with whom are catryi 
course that we feel the injustice of th 
staple; that the inequality of burdens 
vernments upon this American staple bedrs io proportion. to 
the duties demanded here upon their products: ang th 5 bow. 
ever patiently we had heretofore acquiesced in this inequatity, 
we now havea righttc demand reciprocal medi ations, “And 
in the language of our minister in Prussia, communicated to- 
` ry ol State, “we hud, therefore, certain 
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Field until they are accomplish- 
This delay on the. part of the Executive to furtier the 
rs of the tobacco plant nd the expressed. will of Con 
Gress, excited some intere Maryland at leat aid during > 
the last summer an aux'ety was felt; a deputation was sent to 
Washington from Prince Gearge’s county, (the most extensive 
tobacco-growing couity in the State,) who waited on the Pie 
dent of the United States, and arged the speedy appointinentot 
a minister and agents from the tebacco-growing State bis 
deputation, a majority of whom were political’ friends ‘of Mr, 
Van Buren, returned from their visit, under the assurance that 
the tobacco interest would be a special object of attention by 
the President. | What must be their astonishment, as well. äs ` 
that of the select committee of this House; to find Whai up tO” 
this time—cighteen months since the power and nicney Were 
placed at the disposal of the President—but two special’ agents 
have been appointed to look after this interest; and one o the 
two minister's but scarcely departed, and not one of either from | 
a tobacco growing State, burall from manufacturing, hoi.” 
slavehoiding States? It willbe recollected that’ Mr, Maxcy, 
snot recognised by the Executive as one of 
Kis not my desire to aitempt to create any, 
tions in appointments, either at homie cr 
ad; such attempis Ihave always deprecated, come front 
what quarter they may. But, I would ask, what would the. 
manulacturess say to bave a planter to represent their inte- 
rests, of the cotton planters to have’a manufacturer to take 
care of theirs? 'to Mr. Wheaton and Mr, Podge T have no Ob. 
jection: on the contrary, from their experience, approve thoir. 
appointments, Atone of those appointments of ministers, © 
however, T ain sure the planters, this House, andthe county, 
have been more than astonished: ‘and; when all the. facts in re 
lation to that appointment shal! have been developed, the mern- 
bers of the select commiilee upon the tobacco Interest, with 
every member ef this H ; who united h them tog 
to effect the chjects of the report and on in relation to 
ihe same, v ignant at the clrownstances which at 
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y e no desire to dis- 
sipate the delusion; and ifihis proicientin Pennsylvania Dutch 
can prevail on the accompliced and talented ininister, Prince 
Metternich, io admit our baseco into the poris of Austria, ui 
tammeiled bythe present duties and prohibition, the tobacco 
planters will not complain of his tnguage, But apprehendit 
wiil require an interpreter from. the kitchen cabinet of Py 
Metternich, before he can under: 1 one word of this Pen 
Sylvania high Dutch; and, at the splendid cauri of Vienna, «bis 
i we WI be found to be n exotic than at the palace 
ington. This v to the nian alone wejave 
a right to object: the id protest against the ap- 
poiatment on all ac country, from the rmannerin 
Litas been mas, and the inducements which Jed to the 
tment. lenberg had been for several years,.as 
he was at th i & a member. of the Jiouge 
of Rep tatives fr nd had beon a warm 
supporter of Gen, Ju: ation. During 
session of Congress, and subsequentiy, he had, as we 
stond, evinced s of dissatisfaction at Mr, V 
course, and at the com “encement. af the p 
lieved to d, tosay the least, ina doubiful at 
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prehension from that quarter. . The intelligence of the nomina- 
tion ef Mr, Muhlenberg as Minister to Austria was received with 
the utmost astonishment by all sides of this House, and “by none 
with more than the chairmen of the Committee of Ways and 
Means and of Foreign Affairs. I would ask either of the gentle- 
men ifhe dreamed ofsuch an-apgointment when the appropri- 
tion was made;or the members of the select committee, when 
they, at the last session, looked withso much anxiety to the be- 
nefits which were anticipated ffrom a cordial co-operation, on 
the part of the Executive, with Congress, in relation to the to- 
bacco trade, if they could“have been content with such an ap- 
pointment? And what isthere now to reconcile them-toit? Is 
it thatit insured the disfranchisement of the State of Mississippi? 
That, it is believed, it did accomplish; for the day after the 
vote was taken in the House of Representatives, which, by the 
casting vote of the Speaker, seat: Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
back, to be returned here again, the President of the United 
States nominated Henry A. Muhlenberg as Minister to Austria, 
he having voted to vacate their seats, i ; 
If there were no conditions attached to that appointment, ex- 
pres or implied, if there were not some'object to be effected by 
elaying the appointment, why not have made it twelve or 
eighteen months ago, when the minister-1o Prussia, whose out- 
fit and salary were embraced in the same law, was appointed? 
Why not have madé it at the confmencement of the present 


session? The same reason applies as. dues inthe case of another - 


member on this floor, (Mr. Bronson of New York,} whose 
judgeship is held back until he does-the work of his masters 
here. And, further, several gentlemen were tantalized by the 
ela: 
Iinporant that the schisms in the Keystone State should be 
healed. Mr. Muhlenberg held too securely the balance of power 
in Pennsylvania to be permitted to return home to his consti- 
tuents dissatisfied, His former con:petitor for the high honors 
of that State (Governor Wolf) had been provided for, and re- 
posed quietly under Executive patronage here. Many other 
former members of Congress, notwithstanding General Jack- 
son’s denunciation of the practice, had beet taken from Penn- 
aylvania and placed.in high and lucrative offices by the Execu- 
tive. No wonder that Mr: Muhlenburg feit that injustice had 
been done to his claims. He became restive, the collar was 
about to be loosened, his thraldom too heavy to be longer 
borne, when the Court of Vienna, with the outfit and salary 
attached, presented a fit opportunity, of reconciling all. But, E 
ask again, why- was not his appointment made at the com- 
mencement of the session? Another object was to be accom- 
plished; and, as T have before remarked, the disfranchisement 
of the State of Mississippi. was a -primary one with the Admi- 
nistration. The securing of Mr. Muhlenberg’s vote upon that 
vestion could not be dispensed with, as the result proved. 
hese are some of the speculations which this appointment has 
given rise to; and, if injustice has been done to the Executive 
or the minister, they have the means of dlzshaning themselves. 
But as the case now stands, ‘with, the facts before them, no 
honest. jury in the country would hesitate moment to bring 
in a verdict (under the report of the committee of the Senate of 
1826, of which Mr, Benton was chairman) of guilty of the 
charge, made in said report: that “the President wants my, 
vote, and I want his patronage; I willvoteas he wishes, and 
he will give me the office I wish for.” -The fact is, the. ver- 
dict has already been pronounced by jurors whe sat in antici- 
pation of the case, and whose high stations in the country 
forbid the idea that they were packed for the purpose. The 
four most prominent of the committee of 1826, who passed 
sentence in that report upon a President wo should appoint to, 
or a member of Congress who should accept, office, were Mr. 
Benton, (chairman,) Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Richard M. Johnson, 
and Mr. Dickerson. Wu you believe it possible that.these are 
the gentlenren who now so openl advocate thie bargain and 
corruption? One now your President of the United States, 
another your Vice President, another your Secretary of the 
Navy, and another the leader of the Loco Foco demagogues 
throughout the country. i 7 : 
“Lam asked bya friend why I'single out this. particular case, 
when there are so many others equally flagrant. It is because, 
in the appointment referred to, I view the Exocutive as having 
disregarded the expressed will of Congress, the wishes.and inte- 
rests of the tobacco plantersof thecountry generally, and of my 
immediate constituents in particular. Sir, an intense anxiety 
has been, and stiil is, felt. upon this subject. The tobacco 
planters have borne with patience: the neglect of the Governs 
mentin protecting them from imposition and unprecedented ex- 
action in foreign countries; they have marmured least in regard 
to what they felt most—the duties upon foreiga importations; 
- they have yielded to the impression that the Government of the 
United States was formed for the benefit of the whole; and they 
have quietly acquiesced’in. the duties imposed, both at home 
and abroad, upon their interests, whilst all others have been 
rotectedand guarded, however insignificant in their product. 
With an export of $10,000,000 annually; denied admission into 
some, and received, where received at all, into other ports with 
heavy. imposition, from whence .are imported. into the United 
States articles, amounting to millions, free of duty—still they 
have ceased to complain. Sir, from no other class of our citizens 
would these burdens, these grievances, have been so patiently, 
go qnietly, submitted to. It is their love of peace, their confi- 
dence in the justriess of their Government, and:an indissoluble 
attachment tothe Union, which has prevented their speaking a 
jouder, a more impressive language. Had other interests been 
thus neglected, similar applications thus treated, your desks 
would have groaned under innumérable memorials for redress, 
convention after convention would have denounced your ne- 
giect, deputations would have thronged your city, and perhaps 
nullification threatened. G 


“After the promptaction on the part of Congress, in approv- 


ing the report and resolution of the select committee on the - 


subject of tobacco, we had a right to.expect a prompt and ċor: 
dial co-operation on the part of the Executive. Appropria- 
tions for two ministers being made—one to Prussia, the other 
to Austria, (Courts. whére the United: States had not been re 
presented before. by so high a grade,) and agents authorized 
to be appointed, in addition, to take active steps for the 
prosecution of those: interests, we.looked* to the Executive for 
a faithful execution of the powers thusgiven him. We did not 
anticipate that the President would avail himself of those ap- 
propriations, madé for a specific object, to consummate his 
political arrangements in Pennsylvania, or to gain an ascen- 
dancy over this House. . That his friends miscalculated in send- 
ing back to Mississippi my friend Prentiss, who sits by me, 
and his colleague, is evinced by the fact of their being now 
here. How far the Keystone State will be operated upon by 


and the expectation of this mission. Jt was also al- ` 


the distinguished honors and profits bestowed upon her is yet 
tobe tested. ‘Tha: the United States Treasury has been ia- 
vished upon her since the Tast afd present Administrations came 
into power, to an extra ary degree, the number of benefits 
that State has received will sufficiently show. `” 

Of the ministers to Russia, the last three have been from. 
Pennsylvania, to wit: Mr Buchanan, Mz. -Wilkins, and Mr. 
Dallas. now there; and new Mr. Muhlenberg. to Austria; Mr. 
Rush, Agent io London; not toname various other less impor- 
tant appointments abroad, such- as consuls, &c. At home, 


Governor Wolf, Comptroller; but, since Mr. Muhlenberg was. 


made minister, he in his turn kicked, and was about to be eff 
for Pennsylvania, to derange the party there, when it was 
found expedient to add a litle more to his salary, and he is now 
custom-house officer at Philadeiphia, (vice Mr. Barker, taken 
in his place here in Washington.) preferring the profits to the 
honors of office; Mr. Gilpin, Solicitor of the Treasury; Mr. 
Miller, late member of Congress, Auditor, in the place of the, 
venerable Richard Harrison, whe was. the First Auditor of the 
Treasury, appointed by President Washington, and continued 
since the formation of the Government in the faithful discharge 
of- his duty until put aside for the present incumbent. This 


venerable old man, who had served his country either at home - 


or abroad from the year 1783. now in the 87ih year of his age, 
with his facuities unimpaired, with three. female relatives de- 
pendent on him, is displaced, from the office to make room for 
a member of Congress from Pennsylvania. If, sir, I were at 


- Jiberty to disclose the means which were resorted to to have him 


peaceably, ousted, a development of them would make the 
friends of the old Hero blush for the act; for it was President 
Jackson who removed him, and not Mr. Van Buren. If E were 
not afiaid.of jeoparding his just and meritorious claim, now 
lingering in the Senate, for money spent in’ belialf of his Go- 
vernment, and to keep up its credit abroad dur-ng the trying 
period from 1783 to 1785, I would state some ofthe ungenerous 
means, to say nothing more, practised to'induce the old genle- 
man to withdraw from his office, to save President Jackson the 
odinm of directly turning him out. But, sir, this. might, and 
I have no doubt would, defeat his honest, his long-delayed claim 
upon the Government; and, therefore, I forbear. Mr. Har- 
rison’s, I believe, was the last of the appointments at the seat 
of -Government of General. Washington; and it seems that 
General Jackson could not quit the Presidency with a vestige 
remaining of President Washingten’s acts. The Sth of January 
has superseded the 4th of July; Sunday has become the work- 
ing day of Congress; and the name of Jackson has obliterated 
that of Washington. 
“Sic transit gloria mundi.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, to return to the question immediately be- 
fore the House. What good will result from driving out of 
circulation the notes of the Bank ofthe United States? You say 
they are spurious, illegal, worthless, “If so, the community 
will soon find it out, and take them no longer. Tf they are not 
preferred io your Treasury notes, they cannot interfere with 
them. The notes of the Bank of the United States are a benefit 
to the people as a currency; the Treasury. notes exclusively 
for the Government. You therefore have your currency; and, 
if a separation of interest is to take place, al! we ask is, to per- 
mit the people to have such a currency as they approve. Let 
the true reason be assigned. As long as the notes of the Bank 
of the United States are in circulation, they toil be preferred 
to your Treasury nutes. . Both are paper. ‘Twenty yeas’ .ex- 
perience has given confidence te the notes of the Bank; they 
can and. will be converted into specie at all times; your Trea- 
sury notes, at the option of the Government; and the last nine 
years’ administration of it has not added to its confidence. — It 


taken out of circulation, else your Treasury notes, over and 
above what are required by the debtors of the Government, 
will be a dead capital in the-hands oftheir holders. You have, 
in part, aucceedea, in depreciating the netes‘of the State banks, 
and, with the aid of the illegal Sub-T'reasury, (which the 
chairman of the Ways and Means [Mr. CAMBRELENG] assures 
us “must continue, as tt is now, the law of the land, and will 
continue through 1838, °39, 40, and *41, in spite of all the 
lamentations here or elsewhere,”) you may compel the people 
to recognise your currency; but it will only be because you 
have deprived them of a better. 
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PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS. 


SPEECH OF MR. LOOMIS, 


Or New York, 
In the House of: Representuiives, Thursday, June 7, 
1838—-On the bill to grant Preemption Rights. 

Mr. LOOMIS of New York said that he was in favor of the 
bill under consideration, not because he. did not think it defec- 
tive, but because, as it'stands, it is worth something; it is better 
than nothing; and he was not without hopes that it might be so 
modified and amended as to makeit still better. I am, said 
he, for adopting a permanent system of pre-emption in 
favor of actual settlers, prospective as well as past in its ob- 


ects. 

The bill before us does not go far enough in this respect; and 
I think it might also be improved by additional guards and re- 
strictions against frauds. 1 am unable to see the propriety of 
limiting its beneficial operation to those who were in possession 
on the first day of December last. I-can see no good reason 
which renders the bill expedient and proper in favor of those, 
that does not apply with equal force to those who have located 


fer bringing it up to the present time, or, 10 name a day, say 
the first day of June, 1858; and I hope that the committee or 
the chairman will move to amend it in that respect. I think it 
will not command one the less vote in this House. I believe 
nearly or quite all the gentlemen from the new States, ail per- 
sons living in the immediate vicinity of the public lands, are in 
favor of pre-emption rights to actual settlers, and they seem to 
anticipate that the citizens of the older States are hostile to it. 
So far as my observation has enabled me to judge, Tthink them 
mistaken in thisopinion. I believe, sir, thata very large pro- 
portion of the citizens of the older States are entirely favorable 
iothe principle of pre emption in favor of actual bona fide 
settlers, and that ‘this is the prevailing sentiment at the North 
and East. 

These lands.are, it is well said, the property of all the peopte 
of the United States: Their best use is to furnish ferms for 
these who are destitute; and really there scoms no good reason 


is therefore important to the party that these notes should be | 


their homes on the ansold landssince that time. 1 would pre-_ 
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Pre-emption to settlers—Mr. Loomis. ~ 
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why those in this situation, who g6 on and take possession, ahd 
make improvements, should not be preferred at the same price. 


oa the past policy of the Government as affording evi-. 
ofits future practice. And I ask the question, had they 
od groumis for their opinions, how would they. anticipate 
ture action except by the past? They may well consider 
volicy of granting a preference to actual settlers a well set- 
tel policy of the Government in the sale of its Jands.. Mr. 
Cuairman, we must keep faith with settlers; and why should 
we not? Why not grant them a preference? The rise ef the 
value of lands in a neighborhood is caused by the improvements 
made by the hard labor of the actual ‘séttlers; and why should 
not these improvements and that labor go to enhance the value 
of the lands of their fellow-laborers, rather than those of non 
residents? Who shouldhave the benefits of the rise of these 
lands? who but those who earn it; who, by their labor produce 
it; who add all the increased value, all that exists, pr can exist, 
above the mere Government price? “The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. LiNconn] stated, and truly, that. the’ mini- 
num price of public iands; fixed by law, is $1 25 centa per 
acre, and that this minimum. price is all the lands will. fetch 
at any rate, as the accounts of sales show; and he urges 
that. giving pre-emption. rights will not increase the value to 
the Government of the surrounding lands, however it may. do 
to individual owners, This 1do not deny. 1 claim nothing on 
that score.. I only ask a preference to be given to actual occu- 
pantsat the same price. ‘Che same gentleman says that these 
occupants having gone on against law. maintain -their pòsses- 
sions against law, and that no bona Jide purchaser dare locate 
his purchase on a Jot so occupied. And he urges that it isin- 
expedient and unjust to legislate in favor of sustaining and 
encouraging these Jawless individuals in their practices and 
their trespasses. The fact in this respect have been stated by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. YELL] and others, and stand 
undenied to be, that after the public sales are over, and the 
lands subject to private entry, no such practice exists aa pre- 
venting a purchaser from locating any, lands that are not al- 
ready purchased; but that the settlers do combine to protect 
their possessions until they have the opportunity of entering 
them:themselves;. that when a tract is first opened for sale, it is 


- done by public auction, before which no private entry isre- 


ceived; and that these squatters, as. they are termed, will not 
permit any one to purchase ‘their possessions at. those public 
sales; but that, if the possessor fails to avail himself of thie first 
opportunity to. complete his own purchasé, by entering and 
paying for his possession at the public sale, he is no longer pro- 
tected by his fellows; the squatter’s law is then atan end; bur, 
should any speculator, at those ‘sales, attempt to avail himself 
of the improvements made bya settley, aiid thus to speculate 
out of the hard earnings of those pioneers in the forest, he 
does so, as the gentleman. from Massachusetts [Mr. Lry- 
coun] justly says, at the peril of his head; the settlers will 
not permit it. Sir, this may be against the letter of the law, 
bui Ít is not against justice. Itis but common right, common 
honesty; it originates in a prinviple which is above law itgelf, 
and which always should be followed by laws—commen right, 

the title which every man hag to what he earns by the sweat of 
his brow. Before the occupancy, the lands belonged as much 
to one citizen as to another; all had a common interest in them. 
If one has added to their value by his labor, cleared thé fields, 

erected his dwelling, made roads, isit right, is it honest, that the 
other may enter into equal competition with him to secure to 
himself all the fruits of this labor of kis brother, without first 
giving that brother the right of securing them himself, by the 
opportunity of purchasing first, and.atthe same price? This, 
sir, is ali that this bill seeks to do. Shall we complain of men 
for protecting their rights, so manifest.as these? Are they to 
pe deemed lawless and unworthy of protection for sustaining 
the highest, first, best moral principles? I think thie far from 

being a good reason why pre-emption rights should not be sanc- 
tioned by law. Itis, inmy judgment, amanifestation of moral 
right and justice in advance of the law, It shows what the law 
ought ta be. 

Mr. Chairman, many of these settlers upon the public lands 
are of the very class alluded to by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts; those who lvave our older States, with money in their 
pockets to cnable them to become freeholders, and who go on, 
for the first time. with large families and smail means; whem 
he would protect by rejecting this bill, and wh interests I 
watild advance by passing it, and by making it prd®pective also. 
I would have it so that those of our citizens who go to the west 
to improve the Government lands, and enlarge the boundaries 
of our settled country, should feel free to locate themselves on 
any of their and our common property, knowing, from the sta- 
tute book, that the fruns. of their jabor would be. protested to 
them on complying with the law before them.. Theile can be no. 
donbt but the sales of lands to non-residents is against the inte- 
resis of those living near them. It retards their settlement, 
keeps prices of land high, and sends the newcomers further 
on, where they can get choice lands without having to look up 
a non-Tesident owner, or pay a profit of one hundred per cent. 
It makes the settlements sparse, and leaves large tracts of une 
cultivated, though good Jands lying waste’ for years, when the 
tide ofemigration is rolling on past them. f 

Nor is it, in my- opinion, desirable for the old States to have 
iheir capital draw away as it accumulates, and. instead of 
veing invested in productive business al home, paid into the 
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National ‘Treasury to exchange for wild lands far away, and 
which generally lie many yeats before a return of profit is 
yielded. In my opinion, sir, it would be much better that our 
inon of wealth should employ their capital in business, and 
that Government should keep its lands until wanted for actual 
use, and then sell them to the settler, and Jet him take the rise 
on them. Sir, I should be glad to see our whole policy in this 
respect changed. We have too much land thrown into general 
market a: once; it isthe inevitable result of our present sys 
tem; if sales were limited to actual settlers, it would not be so. 
But, sir, I de not even hope to change the system at present; 
time will doit. ; ; 

I have, Mr. Chairman, before me, a letter written by agen- 
teman who has resided for several years in the northern part 
of Hiinois, whieh describes the actual state of things as I be- 
lieve them to be, so well, and which 1s so full of good sense and 
sound views that, with the leave of the committee, I will read a 
part of it. g 

Mr. Loomis here read the following extracts from a letter: 

JuLier, (Ilinois,) January 26, 1838. 

My Dear Sin; Waving noticed a bill to grant pre-emptions 
to settlers on puclic landa, I take occasion to do what I hold it 
to be the unbounden duty of every man in the West, who has 
an acquaintance at Washington, cither in Congress or out, viz: 
to urge upon you what kind of a pre-emption justice, strict 
justice, demands, 

It is impossible for an Eastern man to understand our exact 
situation without visiting us, but you may have some faint idea 
when T inform you that more than one-half of the emigrants to 
this country, from New York and New England, come here for 
the first time, with their families and their all, in the fall and 
winter, under the full expectation of purchasing Government 
lands at $1 25 per acre. ‘The idea of aeizing upon public lands, 
and appropriating without compensation, 18 as abhorrent here 
asitisabsurd. But the emigrant arrives, stops at a convenient 
resting place for his family, and reconnoitres the country for 
his desired future residence. Judge of his surprise when he 
learns that there is no land in market on which he could subsist 
withouta fortune to commence with; that all the lands in mar- 
ket have long ago been entered by grealy speculators, except 
the extensive prairies too far from timber to allow of settle- 
ments. This is the case as regards Ilinois, Wisconsin, and a 
great part of Missouri, and probably of the whole public do- 
main. ` 
What, then, can the emigrant do? He has sold his home at 
the East, (perhaps the sheriff sold it forhim,) and by self-denial 
and sacritices has saved money enough to purchase 98, 160, or 
240 acres, at Government price. He cannot return; ifhe does, 
he hag no home. Speculators hold their lands altogether beyond 
his means. They are non-residents, too, and unknown, and there 
is no other resource than to do as others have -done—as Go- 
vernment has permitted, and, by repeated pre-emptions for ten 
years past, tacitly invited them to do, to wit, to go on to Govern- 
ment lands not yet in market, in many instances not yet sur 
veyed. These are the facts, not sufficiently understood abroad. 
The President himself kas not seemed to understand them, but 
his results are the same; give us his recommendation, and we 
‘are satisfied. After selecting a location, then, I say, from neces- 
sity, on Government lands, the emigrant commences substantial 
improvetnents, and moves on agssoon ashis family can be made 
comfortable. He has come a thousand miles to purchase a 
home—ho ia ready to purchase, and anxiously waiting Govern- 
ment to give hiw an opportunity, : 

“There are in this village fifteen families, the heads of whom 
are on what ishere called their ‘claims’ on Government land, 
where they are preparing log cabins, rats, &c. where they in- 
tend to move to, ao soon as they can be made comfortable. 
Others have just moved on, and the number that daily settle 
are altogether beyond the beliefof any man who has not been 
here. 

“Now, what does your law propose? Why, to revive the old 

re-emption law, and cut off from its benefit all who were not 
fere in 1837, or, in other words, all who did not cultivate-in 
1837. To those who come after, itis well enough that they 
come, but they are not fit subjects for Government protection. 
This Jooks to me too absurd; it reminds me of the proposition 
once made in New York, to tax all lands within ten miles of the 
Erie canal to pay for the same, when those eleven miles off were 
justas much benefited as thore within the ten miles. Strict jus- 
tice imperatively demands that if you will not make your pre- 
emption law prospective, upon a residence and certain 
amount of cultivation, you should extend the pre-emption to 
all who have the necessary improvements at the passage of the 
act. Any thing less must be arbitrarily exclusive, I will say 
nothing of the amount of land, leaving that to the Hberality of 
Congress. It is, however, worthy of observation, that a majo- 
rity of the settlers ocenpy 160 acres prairie, and from 40 to 80 
of timber adjvin ng, or as near to itas possible; 200 to 240 acres 
is almost indispensable, aud limited to 160 prairie, with 40 to 80 
timber, toinclude only such land as was previously in posses- 
sion of the settler. 

“The misrepresentation constantly made of settlers in Con- 
gress, and the preposterous claims of some of them to more land 

than is reasonable, I greatly fear will work injustice to ine mass 
of them; but there never was a-subject of internal legislation 
where justice more earnestly demanded that all the circum- 
stances should be understood, than in the case of pre-emptions. 

"I have taken this liberty with you, from our former acquaint- 
ance, and I have no doubt you will pardonany thins erroneous. 
Tfany facts or views here stated can be of the lest advantage 
tethe pre-emption Jaw, I shall be satisfied. Ihave no claims 
for pre-emption, I know of no benefit I shall derive from such a 
law; but there are others, many of them your former constitu- 
enk who, igphe law be limited to the Ist January, will be no 
better off than they new are, and yet who arebona fide settlers, 
some with their families on the lands, and others stopping in the 
neighborheod, while the men are preparing their houses, &c.” 

Ysaid Tshould go for this bill) I hope the chairman of the 
committes who reported the bill will move to amend it, bring- 
ing its provisions “p to this time, or to the Istof June. ` 

fr. Chairman, Í have prepared some further provisions 
which-are probably imperfect and defective in detail, but 
which propose to legalize in advance- pre-emption settlers, to 


obviate the objection against them as violators of the law, by. 


giving to those who shall hereafter go and settle up 
ands, not merely an equitable right te secure thei 
their homes, and the earnings of their labor, but a's<atute right, 
definite, and ‘plain to be understood. I hardly anticipate that 
they will be adopted, for the reason that they are unprecedented 
here; eo. far as I know, and embrace an important principle 
“whith ought to.come İn fhe more fieposing and deliberate form 


the public 


itlements, 
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of a bill from a committee; still I believe them just, and I can 
at least place them on the record. Itappears to me that they 
embrace a principle, that of a pre-emption law for the future, 
requiring an occupation for a given time, which should, and at 
some time will, be adopted. 


aes 
SPEECH OF MR. RANDOLPH, 
Or New Jersey, 
In the House of Representatives, Tuesday, June 12, 1838— 
On the biil granting Preeemption Rights. 

Mr. Crarman: When I moved that the committee rise, a 
few evenings since, it was not for the purpose of discussing the 
measure now under consideration, but merely to have the 
amendments printed, so that they, together with the bill itself, 
might be the more deliberately examined. Having, however, 
been arged to vote for this bill, I will embrace the present op- 
portunity te offer somé reasons why I cantor support the mea- 
sure, 

Notwithstanding the pleasant altercation between the hono- 
rable chairman of the Committee on Public Lands [Mr. Boon] 
and the honorable member from Ulinois, (Mr. May,] Ido not 
myself consider the present a political question. It is one of 
those matters, sir, ia which the whole country is interested, and 
which, in the bosom of every statesman, sould be paramount 
to mere party considerations. The controversy, Mr. Chair- 
man, as I understand it, is rather between the old and the new 
States, though in fact it should be between all the States, and 
the land speculators and those who are disposed to acquire the 
public lands insome illegal manner; for 1 will attempt to show, 
sir, that the new as well as the old States are interested to de- 
feat the pre-emption laws. 1 confess, Mr. Chairman, afier the 
apology ofthe hbnorable chairman for the President—that, 
when Senator from New York, he opposed the pre-emption 
laws because such were the wishes and interest of his constitu- 
entse—that I was not a little surprised at the remarks of the ho- 
norable member from New York, {Mr. Loomis,] coming as he 
does from one of the “old thirteen.” He told us, sir, that the 
North is in favor of the actual settler. 
favor of those who, in violation of law, have taken possession 
of the public domain! This, sir, is both new and strange; and 
if itbeso,1am at a loss to conjecture by what alchemy so 
strange a transmutation of public opinion has been effected. 
But not only isthe North in favor of these people, but the ho- 
norable gentleman says they dare not insult the right of the 
possessor. The right ofthe possessor, sir! Dare not! Why, 
what right has the possessor, so called, more than any other 
trespasser? Is it intended to be intimated that these possessors, 
having placed themselves beyond the law, and banded together, 
have hecome so strong that even the Government dare nol 
interfere with them? Sir, whenever a pact. or combination of 
our citizens becomes stronger than the law, and may violate its 
„precepts with impunity, our Government and free institutions 
will become of little value, — 4 

Mr. Chairman, in examining the subject of the public lands 
I find that prior to the act of the 24th of April, 1820, they were 
sold upon a credit of two, Lhree, and four years, at the mini- 
mum price of two dollars. The credit system, hewever, was 
found to operate injuriously, so that, on the 30:h of June, 1820, 
when it ceased, there was due the Government, for lands sold, 
the sum of $21,509,009. The present system went into opera- 
tion on the Ist of Juty, 1820; it reduced the minimum price of 
land te one dollar anda quarter cash, required all the land to 
be first offered at auction in half-quarter sections, or eighty-acre 
lots, and then any part remaining unsold was subject to private 
entry in sections, halves, quarters, and half-quarters. The 
firet goneral pre-emption law was the act of May 29, 1830, 
theugh, to secure the French and Spanish settlements, and 
some few other private locations in the Mississippi_ valley, 
various pre-emption laws of partial operation had before that 
period been enacted. This general pre-emption act, which the 
present bill seeks to revive, gives to the first settler or occu- 
pant of any of the public lands who had cultivated the same in 
1829, the right of pre-emption for one year to the quarter sec- 
tion of land which he had settled and cultivated; thatis, the 
settler had for one year the right to purchase the one hundred 
and sixty acres of land at a dollar and a quarter per aere, to 
the exclusion of all other persona, whatever they might be 
willing to pay for the same. It also provided that where two 
persons had settled on the‘same quarter section, it should be 
divided equally between tham, and each individual to havea 
floaling pre-emption to eighty acres more, at the minimum 
price. The act prohibits the assignment or transfer of pre- 
emption rights. The act of April 5, 1832, was passed to enable 
poor men to purchase at private sale a quarter ef a quarter 
section, or forty-acre lots, and by some strange kind of legisla- 
tion there is appended, by way of proviso, nota matter which 
the act itself covers or effects, but a totally different subject, 
a right of pre-emption for six months toall actual settlers being 
houge-keepers on the pubiic lands—the act of 1830 having 
expired. How this proviso became thus strangely incorporated 
in the act, Ihave been unabje to learn either from any member 
of this House, or the proceedings of the day. The statutes of 
July 14, 1832, and of March 2, 1933, were passed to enable per- 
sons having pre-emption rights under the former acts, but 
who, for certain specified reasons, were unable to enter their 
Clainis within the times limited, to put their claims on record 
and perfect the tile, the same as if the acts had not expired. 
The act of June 19, 1834, revives the pre-emption act of 1830 
for two years, with some few additional provisions; this act 
expired in 1836, and the last Congress did not revive it, or pass 
any ot pre-emption law. This, then, Mr. Chairman, is the 
system o! pre-emption laws which is sought to be revived and 
extendeil by the present bill, and which the honorable gentle- 
man from [linois (Mr. May) says it is the interest of all to 
encourage; whether he be correct or not, Jet us examine, 

In the first place, Mr. Chairman, this system lessens the ave- 
rage amount of the sales of the public lands; asa matter of 
course, the sétiler locates himsel! on- the most valuable tracts, 
the richest soil, the best wooded or watered, or possessing some 
other peculiar benefit. This tract he gets, without competi- 
tion, for a collar and a quarter per acre, the minimum price of 
land gales; and when the land inthe vicinity comes to be sur- 
veyed, and offered at public sale; the best tracts being already 
sold under he pre-emption law at the minimum price, it is not 
to be expecicd that the poorer tracts will bring more than the 


rreber; accordingly, all that is sold is disposed of for about a. 
~ dollar aid a yuarter per acre by the Government, although the 


setter sells his choice tracts for four or five, and sometimes 


What, sir, the North in ` 
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twenty or thirty, dollars per acre, and. is then. ready. to. locate 
another pre-emptionright. If, on the contrary, the pré-emption’ 
claims were disallowed, and the land surveyed and brought, 
-fairly into market, and exposed to public salé,. Goveinmeni. 
would get the. four and five dollars per acre ‘Br ‘the: choite- 
lands, which now the pre-emptioner. gets, and of course tho 
average price of public lands accruing to the Government. 
would be much increased; and yet the permanent settler. 
would in fact pay no more than ‘he does now, -Prior to the 
passage of the pre emption law. of 1830, the average sales of 
public land amounted ‘to from a dollar and thirty-five cenis ta: 
a dollar and fifty cents per. acre; whereas, since the passage of, 
that law, it has never exceeded a dollar and thirty-one tents per, 
acre. In 1827, the average was a dollar -and forty-two cents” 
per acre; the néxt year a new order of things cominericed, séls, 
tlers began to locate the public lands, in anticipation of the, 
passage ef a pre-emption law, and for that and the two: suc- 
ceeding years the average was only one dollar and twenty-six. 
cents per acre. From 1820 to 1828, being the time between 
the commencement of the present system of. cash sales.and the 
anticipation of a general pre-emption law, the land sales ave- 
raged one dollar and thirty-five cents per acre; Dut froni 1828 to 
1836, being the pre-emption peviod, the sales only averaged 
one dollar and twenty-seven. cents per. acre, being a difference 
of eight cents per acre, er a logs of about four millions and a 
half of dollars on the aggregate sales during. that period, But 
when it is considered how much the desire of acquiring the 
‘public domain has increased since 1828, and’ how many more 
competitors there have been since that period, and that the pré- 
emption laws havé almost destroyed competition at the public 
sales, it must be obvious to every one that the mere comparison 
of the average price of land sold, prior and subsequent (0.1828. 
affords but a very faint idea of the actual amount of Jess: to 
the Government, arising from the- pre-emption laws, In 1636. 
the House of Representatives-published a document.(No, 211) 
on this subject, from the General Land Office. Ina, letter, 
dated January 28, 1836, Mr. Ethan A. Brown, the Cominissioner 
of the Land Office, says, pages 6 and 7! a ; 

“The pre-emption laws originated and bestowed rights, but 
recognised none in the settlers as previously existing. -Tcon- 
ceive they have no other rights, in this respect, than what the. 
law confers; and that the pre-emption: privilege may ba con- 
sidered little else than a miere benevolence, enabling the ad- . 
venturer to appropriate to himself tlie choicest lands, most va. 
luable mill-seats, and localities for towns, ata vast cost to the 
public;. or, in :other words, preventing. the receipts. of vast 
sums into the Treasury.. It. is confidently believed that these 
privileges, covering at least four millions of acres of land, joined 
with outrageous combinations to. intimidate. purchasers, and 
other unjustifiable confederacies, have diminished the receipt: 
Jor public lands, in the year of 1835, full three millions öf dot... 
lars, at a moderateestimate, below what they would. have 
brought in fair competition. If frauds in preempdons werg 
unknown, if no one obtained a pre-emption but upon a faithful 

‘compliance with the conditions prescribed, still the selections 
of the most valuable lands, and most desirable situations, at the 
minimum price, would produce an effect upon the, revenue 
too considerable to be overlooked by the financier.” 

And in a letter of April 11, 1836, the same officer remarks: 

“The estimate of three millions of dollars, which I had the 
honor to submit to you on the 28th of January last, appeareto 
me now to underrale, much rather than to magnify, the difiy- 
rence between the receipts for pre-emption concessions and the 
sum the same lands would have brought into the Treasury, 
had no impediment laid in the way of full and: free competition 
for the purchase.” F D 

But, Mr. Chairman, this vatem not only lessens the price 
of the public Jand, but ft leads to endless frauds and. ‘perjuries, 
and, in proofof this, I will again refer to the document No. 
211.* The commissioner says, (p. 7.) i : : 

“It seems to me a hopeless task to project any modification 
of existing enactments that shall silence perjury, and defeat 
the devices of sagacious speculators, so long as their ingenuity 
shall be sharpened and stimulated by the prospect of immense 
gain attending their success.” . : 

Again (p. 3.) “The public gales are attended by combina- 
tions of two kinds interested in keeping bids down to the mi- 
nimum; the one composed of those who have, and those who- 
pretend toa right of preference, and to resort to. intimida- 
tion, by threats and actual violence, as exemplified most par- 
ticularly at the public sales at Chicago in June, 1835; when 
and where the controlling party is represented to. have effectu- 
ally prevented those from bidding who were not acceptable to 
themselves.” ~ = í 

At page 5, the Commissioner, under date of January 28, 1836, 
says: : 

“Itis said, on credible authority, that preparations appear 
to be making, in hopes of a pre-emption act at this session of 
Congress, to acquire, ata minimum cost, a great part of the 
precious lands on Red river.” : ; 

Page8. “The interest of the Treasury seems to demand a 
guard against force as well as fraud. 1 allude to that. system 
of terror which threatens the competitor for the purchase of 
public lands with the vengeance of the settler with whose usur- 
pation he may interfere.” Page 10. “It is not believed :there 
are thirty honest pre-emption floats in the whole Western Dis- 
trictof Louisiana.” Page 20. “A formidable company. was 
formed on the second or third cay of the sale (at Choechuma, 
in 1833,) that_sifenced all opp sition, and the lands went: off 
generally at Government p : 

Other instances migli L 


. 


en of fraud and corruption, 28 
well from this same doctineut as from other- sources; but.. 

trust, Mr. Chairman, that enough has been shown to satisty 
any reasonable mind c! the impropriety of the present mmea- 
sure. . Itis no answer to the objection arising from these frauds 
to say that they arise trom the public ea.cs, or from companies 
of speculators; these, no dotibt, contribute greatly to the ovil; 
but, after all, the pre-emption system is the basis of all the ini- 
quity.. Itis this that withdraws the choice lands from fair 
competition in open warket; itis this that engenders. perjury 
and fraud, and combinations of settlers ta preserve and protect 
what they assert to be theirrights; it is this system that begets 
combinations of purchasers and speculators, either to encoun: 
ter and overcome the comlinations of settlers, or, by cpliusion 


* kis but just to note, that the truth of the statements- con: 
tained in this document has been. questioned by. the. letters ot 
Mr. Garesche, ia documeni No. — of the present session: pat 
whether these letters do ia fact Jmpair confidence | in..the’ ataie. 
ments in the document quoted is. submitted to the. candor of 
those who may investigate. i ES 
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with them, or luring scores of them ‘to “locate “valuable tracts, 
*tocotnmit the grossest frauds against-the preemption laws and 
-theircountry. - And this, sir, is. the.system so highly eulogized 
“py.the honorable. member from IMinois, and for the extension 
of which the present bill is intended. Sir, as wise legislators, 


‘when about to pass an important statute, we should look back ` 


tothe old. law, and ascertain the evils.arising from, and, if poski- 
: plé endeavor to provide a remedy~against. their future recur- 
-veneds but this bill, six,instead of looking to a remedy, greatly 
-extends the evil. - Without.intending any imputation against 
the honorable Senator, whoever he be, that drew the bill, F do 


‘conceive, Mr. Chairman, that, had his abject been. to cover up, . 


‘conceal, greatly extend and perpetuate all the speculations, 
frauds, and perjuriesof the past system, he could not more ef- 


fectually have done it than by the present bill. The ostensible . 


“object of formeér pre-émption laws was to protect the poor set- 
~ tlers:in the little homes they had hewed: for thémiselves in the 
forest; andso faras that object alone was honestly. pursued, I 
ani notdisposed to quarrel with the system; but the present 
bill throws off the mask, and its object would seem to’ be less 
‘to protect. the bona fide settler than thé speculator or fraudu- 
lent prée-emptioner. Former laws, sir, required not only settle- 
ment, butactual cultivation; though, under the construction of 
the Commissioner, the most trifling effort to cultivate, even the 
sowing ofa few turnip seed; was held sufficient; but the pre- 
sent bill, ‘bo far from .correcting that fraudulent construction 
and practice under it, andrequiring areal cultivation in good 
faith, has stricken out the requirement altogether,, and made 
. „mere settlement alone sufficient. - - 

Again, sir, no length ofsettlement in connection with cultiva- 
tion is required. An individual may on the night of the 30th 
of November have erected a booth or cabin on the most valua” 
ble tract of land in the West, and on his waking the next morn- 

-iog this bill would vestin him the fee simple of the land on pay- 
ingthe minimum price. By thé.corstruction of the, Commis- 
sioner, an individual under the former: laws, who selected a 
water-power and settled onthe adjacent land and erected a mill, 
sill had no pre-emption right without the actual cultivation of 
the land; bat under this bill neither thé erection ofa mull, nor 
the cultivation. of the land, nor any’ thing else buta few hours’ 
settlement.and the erection ofa shantee, is necessary to confer 
title tothe most yaluable mill seat on the Western water's: 
‘This vill does not, unless it be by imptication, prevent the as- 
~signment and transfer of pre-emption rights, nor that species of 
fraud upon the system by which a speculator may have, as I 
understand to be the fact at this time, in many cases, fifty or a 
hundred individuala in his pay, settled on Valuable tracts of 
land, forthe purpose of taking advantage of this bill the mo- 
mentit becomes a law, and thus create a splendid fortune at 
the expense of the Government. This bill extends to all lands 
>to which the Indian title is extinguished, and of course to lands 
which will not be surveyed for years by Government; it au- 
thorizes the pre-emptioner to, go in-advance of the publicsur- 
“veyor, and enables him to setect the choice lands, valuable mill 
seats and sites for towns, years and years before the laws. of 
your country will permit an honest purchaser to acquire a foot 
ofthe land. And this not only destroys ah competition for 
these lands, when they are put in market, and thus reduces the 
very best to the ‘minimum price, but ithas another and most in- 
jurions efleci—tt leads to continual ‘encroachments upon. the 
- Indian lands-and collision with their rights, to endless strifes and 
quarrels, to tampering, and to all the little arts. that can debase 
the Indian character, and eventually, by fraudulent treaty, to 
extinguish his title to the land of his fathers; aid thisin order 
toenable speculators, who sitlike cormorants, hovering around 
the wasting tribe, fixing their eagle eyes upon the bright sun- 
“ny places which cheer the Iudian’s home, and watching, day- 
“ater day, his degradation, in order to pounce upon those bean- 
iiful places. 1 have been told, Mr. Chairman, on good authori- 
ty, that, tong before the Sioux and Fox tribes of indians, who 
„were here last fall, and disposed of part of their land by treaty, 
reached their homes, the choice places were all located; yes, 


sit, the moment the title was extinguished, the settler or pre- 


cemptioner planted his foot upon the Indian’s heme, and there he 
stands Yet, Wwaiting-the passage of this bill, to give him a good 
and vali? title, thongh the land will not probably be surveyed 
orput in market for five years to’'come. Sir, Iam told anindi- 
vidnal claims title to the immense water-power at the falls of 
St. Anthony, vatued at $100,000, which, by this bill, he will get 
for afew dollars. Trecollect, Mr. Chairman, ofseeing in the 
publio papers, some year or two ago, though I have been un- 
able to find it at the present time, what appeared to be a regu- 
lar organization and constitution of the settlers living on the 
unsurveyed lardin that part of Wisconsin now called Iowa. I 
‘mention this, sir, to show the extent to which the pre-emption- 
ershave gone. They-have stretched beyond the protection of 
the law, settled on the public lands in violation of the statute, 
and erected a kind ofimperium in imperio. 
Lam opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the whole pre-emption sys- 
“tem... I believe its operation to be unjust and deleterious. It 
gives a moat unjust advantage to the few reckleas over the many 
honestly disposed, by enabling the former to ‘obtain the choice 
lands at the lowest price. It enables the wealthy. speculator, by 
„employing scures ef pre-empiioners, tu amass a fortune, at the 
expease of the Government and the poor “honest settlers. It 
lures men L eyond, the protection and influence of zociety, edu- 
cation, and religion, to become the lonely settlers in the dense 
forest; and by teaching them that the laws for the pretéction of 
the public domain may.be violated with impunity, it has a most 
demoralizing. effect upon the ‘state of society. This system, 
Mr. Chairman, is based upon false principles; it enables men to 
take advantage of their own wrong, and compels Government 
‘to yield to the force or the fraud of the few on the many, singly 
orcombined. It says to the honest law-loving'and law abiding 
citizen, you may acquire-a right and an advantage over your 
‘neighbor, by violating the laws of your country. The princi- 
ples of the pre-emption system, if carried out, would destroy all 
government, and dissolve the very.elements of the social com- 
act. ` x 
Again: Mr. Chairman, I do conceive, though I say it with all 
deference for the better judgment and the more enlarged intelli- 
gence of honorable gentlemen from the West, that this system 
“is-unjust and injurious to the new States themselves. ‘The pri- 
smary interests, sir, of those States are to Increase and condense 
population within ‘their own. borders, whilst the effect of this 
“system, sir, is to scatter population, and drain those States of 
‘theit inhabitants, by emigration into the wilderness tor the bene- 
fit of pre-emption. Sir, it is not the citizens of the old, but of 
the new, the border States, who go in advance of the land sales, 
‘and of the public surveyor, to settle onthe rich soil, or by the 
flowing stream of the forest, J recollect, sir, some years sinte, 
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being in the Stateof Kentucky, and noticing that the spirit of 
emigration was much more rife there than in my own State. 
The traveller, sir, was constantly met by families ang caravans 
ofemigrants, leaving the rich lands of that noble State, and 
seeking a home in the far West; and never, sir, was} so forcibly 
reminded as on that o¢casion of the truth, as wëll ‘as poetry, of ~ 


‘the oft-repeated line from Berkeley: 


`“ Westward the star.o'empire.takes its way.” 

Sir, this system not only deprives the new States of their. in- 
habitants, but it reduces the value of their lands; for by reducing 
the best Gevernment land ‘to a dollar and a quarter, the -best 
setiled land must be reduced inthe same fatio, and thesesettlers 
on the public land geta Iong credit, and prevent their being pur- 
chased at Government sales, and are for years exempt from pay- 
ing taxes to the State. j 5 Pe ee, 

Tam, Mr. Chairman, opposed to this whole system, because 
itis peculiarly unjust to the old States. -I cannot, sir, but view 
itas one ‘of those measures calculated, if not intended, to 
deprive the old States of all interest in the public lands. : By 
enabling the settler to select. (he best lands, and thus leaving 
the poorer unsold for years, it co-operates with, and provides . 
for, than plan of graduation so Jong talked of, and now before 
the House for final action, and thus the annual proceeds and the 
aggregate value of the land will be reduced to a. meré cipher. 
These lands, sir, even what was formerly designated the Crown 
lands, wrested from the British nation by.the blood and treasure 
ofthe “old thirteen” States, and after some controversy, were 
eventually ceded by the States within whose limits they were, 
to the nation, to be used as a common fund to pay off ihe debt 
of the several States and the nation, and for the “only use and 
benefit of such of the States as have or shall come into-the 
Union.” That debt, the cost of the Revolution, sir, which has 
been stated by the 'lreasury Department. at $135,193,703, has 
been paid off by the sales of the public lands; for the amount 
part by purchasers is stated at_$106,245,656 88; and_if to this 
be added the value of twenty-eight and a half millions of acres 
granted in bounties and to States and colleges, the aggregate, I 
apprehend, will more than discharge the Revolutionary, debt 
and thatincurred by the purchase of Louisiana and Florida; at 
all events, the Revolutionary debt has been paid off} and the 
States have aright to a distribution of ‘the future proceeds 
according to the terms of the compacts of cession. The pre- 
sent estimate of the quantity of the public lands is 292,000,000 
acres within the States and Territories, and 750,090,000 beyond 
them; and the amount of land sold since 1$20 is rising 63,000,000 
acres, being about 3,500,000, acres annually, the nett proceeds 
of which is something over one dollar per acres; and if the 
annual nett proceeds were distributed among the States, the 
proportion coming to New Jersey annually would be over 
$70,000—a sum sufficient to pay all her State and county taxes, 
or to educate all the poor children in the State. And this 
amount would be not lor one or two years, but it would require 

more than eighty years to dispose of those lands lying within 
the States and ‘Territories, and centuries for the disposition of 
the millions that lie beyond. 


In prospect, sir, of this immense resource for the replenish- 
mentof the empty State treasuries, New Jersey was one of the 
last States to join the Confederacy without a guaranty that the 
Crown Jands,. which shoula be obtained by the jointeffort of all, 
should bea common fund for all the States; but she did comein 
without. such guaranty, eloquently appealing to. her. sister 
States for the justice of her claim, and that appeal, sir, was mag- 
nanimously responded to by New York, Virginia, and the other 
States whose limits embraced the public jands. . New Jorsey, 
sir, at that trying time was peculiarly situated. She extended 
about as far from the coastas the rays of civilization had then 
penetrated, whilst all beyond was shrouded: in one yast wilder- 
ness, in which she had no part or lot; other States had more. or 
less wild land to pledge for the redemption of their heavy debts, 
or to stimulate, in bounties, their quota of troops. New Jer- 
sey, sir, had none, and yet she never was behind in her supplies, 
either of money or soldiers; nor did her brave and hardy sons 
who composed the Jersey brigade ever shrink from duty, al- 
though their native State could point them to no bounty land 
whither they might repair when victory was echieved, or 
which might be g home for their.widows or orphans; and yet, 
sir, they won by their valor the high eulogium from the com- 
mander-in-chief, that in the hour of danger the Jersey brigade 
might always be relied on. Sir, the brave spirits that compos- 
ed that brigade have crumbled to dust, but their sons and de- 
ecendants still live, and they now ask, through their Represen- 
tatives On this floor, to participate in the rich inheritance ob- 
tained by the blood and the bravery of their fathers. 


PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS. _— ? 


REMARKS OF MR. YELL, 


Or Arxansas, : 
In the House of Representatives, June 14, 1838—On 
the biil granting Pre-emptian Rights. 

Mr. Speaner: I would noi now trespass on the al- 
ready nearly exhausted patience of the House, 
were I not disposed to place myself in a correct 
attitude before the people of my State. Sir, I re- 
present a people who are tenacious of their rights; 
who at all times hold their representatives respon- 
sible for their acts; and as I am ever ready to ac- 
knowledge myself bound to obey their wishes, 
whilst I consult the good of my country, I should 
be guilty of gross injustice to myself, and of ne- 
glect towards them, if I should see this bill pass, 
and not, on my part, make a solitary effort to in- 
form them how I stand in relation to it. i 

The importance of this measure is not fully un- 
derstood by gentlemen from the old States, or by 
those sections of the Union where the vexed ques- 
tion of the rightful mode of the disposition ef the 
public domain has been but little agitated: Whilst 
Ido not intend to cast any censnre on gentlemen 
coming from the sections of the Union to which I į 


exempting from their- application the example set 


-by one of the most distinguished sons of New Eng-. 


land. The gentleman to’ whom F- refer ‘is, as'his 
political life will show, a friend to the settler and 
the West. -Sir, that statesman, some ten or twelve 
months since, for the purpose of making himself 
familiar with the wants of the West, her resources, 
her Jawful desires and legitimate rights, visited 
that region of the country, ‘and from his own per- 
sonal] observation. obtained that information which 
taught him the correctness of the doctrine of pre-emp- 


_ tions, and strengthened him in advocating the rights 


of that class of Western Americans who have been, 
and now are, reproachfully denominated squatters. 
_ Mr. Speaker, you did me the honor, at the com- 
mencement of this session of Congress, to. place 


| me òn the Committee of Public Lands; and, in 
. the hands of,that.body, this bill, with, all its.de- 


fects, (if any. it haye;) received its. sanction. 1 
voted for it in committee, and Jam’ ready to. sus- 
tain it in its pilgrimage through this House -1f E 
had. kept my seat, and suffered the bill to: march‘its 
“lonely way” in silence, I might be ‘accused, and 
probably with some. propriety, with being indiffe- 
rent about its passage. .. To escape the possibility 
of such an accusation, I take my stand in favor of 
the bill; and, whilst 1 shall occupy the floor fota 
brief period only, I shall respectfully: ask your’ at- 
tention and indulgence.: i . : 
Mr. Speaker, it has pleased:an honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincoun,] a gen- 
tleman who, notwithstanding his ardent-opposition 
to all my political- predilections, J esteem. for the 
soundness of his head and nobleness of his heart, 
to introduce an amendment to the bill, which, in 
my opinion, is decidedly and directly destructive 
of ail the objects and-designs of the advocates of 


pre-emption Tights.. 


Sir, I am not at all disposed.to. say aught that 


` ean justly be ascribed. toan offensive and querulous 


disposition towards the gentleman from’ Massaehu- 
setts, and I trust. that he will exercise that-liberali- 
ty of sentiment which should characterize us all in 
our conduct in life. =: o : 

-And what is the amendment that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts proposes? Here it is: es 

“Insert in the 26th line, after the words ‘United 
States,’ and upon the.third proviso, in said bill, the 
following words: : 

“Nor shall the benefit of this act extend to any 
person who has before availed himself of a: pre~ 
emptive right to the entry of any of the public 
lands, and acquired a tide thereto by reason of such 
entry.” . : is 

As I am not disposed to do the gentleman from 
Massachusetts an act of injustice, I must, in the 
exercise of that. charity which I hope I shall-al- 
ways practise, maintain the opinion that that gen- 
tleman, at the time he conceived his amendment, 
was not fully aware of the baleful operation it 
would have'on the bill, and on the people of the 


West, if, by any untoward providence, it were 


adopted. The gentleman cannot and has not ad- 
vanced a solitary plausible reason to support the 
hypothesis he has assigned. ` 

~ The amendment of the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts proposes to exclude from all 
participation in the benefits of this bill all who have 
heretofore received the benefits of the pre-emption ` 
laws which have existed and expired, | Sir, this 
proposition is an attempt to restrict the -liberal and 
legitimate provisions of this bill; and if it should 
be sustained, it would operate with great hardship 
and severity, not to say oppression and injustice, 
on-imy constituents—on the whole united West. 

A simple statement of the facts connected wih 
this bill, and with the objects it contemplates, will, 
I hope, satisfy this House of the injustice of the 
gentleman's amendment, and prevent its adoption, 

Previous to the year 1990, the year of the pass 
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sage of the first general pre-emption Jaw, Arkansas 
was but sparsely settled; and what seitlements she 
could boast of were confined principally to a com- 


paratively few counties. In the years 1831 and | 


1832, and since those periods, the tide of emigra- 
tion has been rapidly setting to the West; carrying 
with it a body of emigrants, men of nerve, of cor- 
rect and industrious habits, who-are now, and ever 
will be, ready to fight your battles and defend your 
rights. Some of them, probably thousands, have 
received the benefits arising out of the act of 1830. 
Some of them obtained their pre-emptive righis 
whilst they were residents of Alabama, Mississippi, 
Illinois, and Missouri. The country in which they 
were originally located, and whilst residents of 
which they obtained pre-emplive rights, was found 
uncongenial with their habits, their wishes, their 
wants, or was not calculated to realize their hopes 
and anticipations. ‘They had prejudices to gratify, 
they had families which looked up to them fer sup- 
port, and the realization of better days; they re- 
solved that they would emigrate to the new wilds of 
the.still further West, and there, amid luxuriant 
regions, abounding with. fertile plains and prairies, 
and pellucid lakes, and those „other allurements 
which have lived in the fancy of the poet, or been 
blazoned on the speaking canvass of the painter, if 
they have been traversed by the enterprising trader, 
to establish their homes, rear their offspring, and 
transfer the forest into cultivated fields. Their 
examples are entitled to all commendation. But 
because they happened to. have received, through 
the indulgence and wisdom of the pre-emptive 
Jaws, a little bounty, a miserable stipend, under the 
act of 1830, and the acts subsequent to it, and 
made use of it, in carrying civilization, and human 
enterprise, and justice, and law, still further West, 
would you issue the law of proscription against 
them, and cut them off from all participation of 
the act now before us, which is, in fact, and will 
be found in its operation, not a bill to encourage.the 
gambling speculator, but an act for the benefit of 
the Western emigrant—for him who toils, and who 
is yet destined to toil, for the promotion of the 
wealth of the nation! 

Sir, Iam not prepared fo believe, even fora 
moment, that this House can be capable of adopt- 
ing the amendment proposed by the honorable gen~ 
tleman from Massachusetts. He professes, sir, the 
kindest feelings for the West, Ihonor him for it; 
and let me say that, by withdrawing his amend- 
ment, and giving to this bill his cordial support, he 
will give indisputable evidence of the sincerity of 
his professions to, and friendship for, the West. 


I regret his hostility to this bill, because of his high | 


standing in this House and the country. 


Mr. Speaker, whilst Iam making my acknow- 
ledgments to my esteemed friend from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Lincoun,] suffer me to tender to the 
able and distinguised gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Porg,] in behalf of my cosstituents, their and 

“my hearty thanks for the able and impartial co- 
operation he has lent all the friends of this mea- 
sure, and for the repeated manifestations he has 
made of his devetion to his former friends and 
neighbors in Arkansas. The peuple of my Siate 
know him well: tor a number of years he was their 
chief Executive; and, whilst wich them, he not only 
contributed much to their happiness, but, by a 
course of unceasing kindness and manliness, sof- 
tened many of the asperities which at one time ex- 
isted among them, and, by the display of that wis- 
dom and sound judgment which were always pre- 
dominating qualities of his heart, led them on toa 
jast appreciation of that form of civil Government 
which now distinguishes this from ali other people. 
The people. of Arkansas will long acknowledge 
their mdebtedness to the gentleman from Kentucky; 
and, in justice to that gentleman, I could noi say 
less than I have already uttered. His knowledge 
of my peopie, of their industry and devotion to the 
best interests of the country, has won fot them an 


able advocate on this floor; one who has been of 


infinite service to them, by placing properly before 
this House their claims to the benefits of the biil 
now under consideration. And, sir, I feel assured 
that if. my friend from Mazsichusetts-had seen the 
eoadition of the settlers of the West, as well as my 
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| friend from Kentucky, he would have been equal- 


ly just and liberal. ; A N 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the committee by 
which this bill was reported, I feel called upon to 
answer some of the reasons assigned by the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Rice Garran, j why 
he prefers his amendment to the bill. Sir, those 
objections are founded in a misapprehension of ihe 
ground assumed by the friends and defenders of 
the bill. _The gentleman says that he prefers his 
amendment, because he has more effectually pro- 
vided -against those frauds which are practised on 
the country by those who make settlements by 
PROXY; that his amendment declares all such set- 
tlements fraudulent, and ‘all transfers or convey- 
ances previous to the issuing of the patent null and 
void. That protection which he desires to afford, 
by his amendment, I conceive is amply provided 
for in the bill now under consideration. It revives 
the act of 1830, which expressly declares all trans- 
fers, sales, or conveyances, previous to the issuing 
of the patent, to be null and void. 

[Here Mr. Gartanp said the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office had: given a different con- 
struction, as he understood it, founded on the opi- 
nion of the Attorney General, to which he referred. 


That opinion was, that the act of 1834 revived the ` 


act of 1830; and, as the act of 1832 was a sup- 
plement to the act of 1830, it also revived that act, 
leaving them all in force at the same time; and by 
the revival of the act of 1832, its provisions re- 
pealed, expressly, the prohibitory clause in the act 
of 1830, and authorizes the transfer of certificates, 
and even the issue of patents, to the assignee. ] 

Mr. YeLi resnmed the floor. Sir, I admit every 
word of the gentleman’s explanation, and stand 
‘ready to still further admit that the facts he states 
are true; but I doubt the application of. them tothe 
present Dill. The fact, sir, of the revival of the 
bill of 1830 does not, therefore, necessarily revive 
the subsequent. acts; and if it does not revive the 
act of 1832, which contains the repealing clause 
of the act of 1830, then the act of 1830 is left in 
full foree, with this prohibitory clause, which will 
prevent all frauds which may be attempted to be 
perpetrated. In this opinion, however, I may be 
mistaken, as the authority upon which the gentle- 
man from Louisiana relies is entitled to great 
weight and respectful consideration. If correct, 
it still can be provided for by an amendment to this 
bill. The balance of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. GARLAND] is substan- 
tially the same as the bill, with one or two excep- 
tions, which, in my view, are not as liberal as the 
bill. One objection to the amendment I have is to 
be found in the prohibiting any one receiving the 
benefit of this act who has one hundred and sixty 


-acres of land’ in the same land district, and who 


has abandoned it and has settled upon public land; 
and that objection, it appears to me, is neither 
founded in reason or public policy, and therefore I 
object to it. ` 

Again: By the provisions of the gentleman’s 


; amendment, this act will-not apply to public lands 


which have been offered for sale. The bill is more 
liberal, and extends to ALL PUBLIC -LAaNos. - I there- 
fore greatly prefer the bill to the amendment. The 
bill is sufficiently guarded ; its provisions are well 
understood by the department and the country; 
and every wan in the new States will be able to 
understand what is necessary for him to do to bring 
himseif within the provisions of the act. 
attempted to remove some of the objections to the 
bill, I wil add bat a word upon its general prin- 
ciples-—a topic that has been abiy discussed, on all 
sides, with singular ability and address. 

I should be guilty of an act of injustice t> my 
colleague of the Committee on Public Lands, (Mr. 
Casey, of Illinois,) if I were to neglect to bear 
witness to the zeal and fidelity and intelligence that 
have, at all times, been displayed by him, in con- 
nection with the subject of the pudlic lands, and 
particularly in relation to this bill, during its pro- 
gress in committee and since its introduction be- 
fore the House. His aid is felt and acknowledged 
here by all, and wili be appreciated by his consti- 
tuents and the people of the West. 

Mr. Speaker, I will trouble the House but a 
short-time upon the merits of the bill: Itis not 


Having | 
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denied by me, although. others may differ, that the 
public domain of the United States belongs. to-the 
whole People. It became common property at the 
close of the Revolution, and was then set apart to 
aid in defraying the expenses of the war. That. 
object has been accomplished, it having yielded 
the sum. öf 106,000,000, leaving- upwards: of 
240,000,000 acres still to be disposed of, as will be 
seen by reference to public document No: 80, page 
8, to which I respectfully refer the-atténtion of the 
gentlemen who take an ‘interest inthis ‘subject. 
Exhibit of the estimated quantity-of public-land in each 
State and Territory; the quantity surveyed; the quantity 
offered at public sale; with the quantity sold, and the 


amount received therefor, from the: earliest: period. of the 
sales to the 30th September, 1837. : : 
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Whilst I am op this branch of. the subject-matter 
now under discussion, 1 may as well reply statis- 
tically to those gentlemen who oppose this bill on 
the ground that if no other evil would result from 
it, it would lessen the amount of money received 
from sales of public lands, which is now so much 
needed. In assuming that position, gentlemen err, 
and err grossly, as will be seen by an examination 
of the following tables. I will take the two years 
of the existence of the acts granting pre-emptions, 
that of the 9th of June, 1834, and compare it with 
the years 1833 and 1837, when there was no pre- 
emption in force. 


Quantity of | Amount paid Average 
YEARS. _ public land of-jby purchasers. price per 
fered for sale. | ~ acre sold in 
each year. 
1833 - =- Acres, Dolls.  cts.} 
6,614,596.93 | 4,972,284 B4 | gl 29 
Three quarters 1837 - 6,127,418 39 1238 
Total -| 6,614,596.93 | 11,099,703 23 | +1 25$ 
1834 - = | 18,056,865.37 | 6,099,981 04 132 
335 - : ~ | 13,767,268.05 | 15,999,804 14 17 
1836 - - ` 909,024.50 | 25,167,833 €6. 125 
Total -f 27,333,167.92 | 47,267,618 21- 17 


Mr. Speaker, as one-of the material objects had 
in view, by those who conceived the scheme which 
was not long since adopted for the regulation and 
management of our public land system, has been 
attained, it is now our duty to adopt a policy that 
will mete common justice to. every. portion of the 
Union, and produce the greatest good to the greste 
est number; and if that be attempted,. benefits 


may. result from our legislation, and, in the end, 


we may be enabled tö see that he who. contends 
that the public domain is the common property of 
the whole people effecis the mode best calculated 


` ta promote the best interests of the country. 


Jane; 1838. 


“a5tH Concge+e2np SESS. 


> And, besides ail this sir, who that, contemplates 
the subject, who that has contemplated it, can 
doubt the. correctness of the position, so often de- 
fended when defence was not necessary, and so 
often neglected when. defence was needéd, that it 
isthe duty of statesmen. to. legislate in. that way 
which shall effect the greatest good for the greatest 
namber? Sir, for one, I cannet, athough Iam 
not disposed to ‘deny that the minority has rights 
that should-not be disregarded, or the soundness of 
the. views which: have elicited -these incidental ob- 
servations. ` 7 


The public. domain is onof the principal sources - 


‘of the wealth ot a-nation, As- such, itis regarded 
on all sides, and. the manis. yet te be fonnd who 
is so unsound in mind, and impolitie in action, as 
to dream of placing it, either in mass or in.-parcel, 
in the hands of speculators, or at the disposal of 
monopolizing corporations, at- the same rates of 
price which are received at the hands of the hardy 
yeomanry.. I: this proposition be admitted, (and 
it isnot doubted, )there can be no better mode adopt- 
ed or conceived ior the disposition of the public 
lands than that which is embraced in the bill now 
before the House; nor, sir, do I presume that the 
policy of the bill, as is contended by some, will be 
to throw the whole public domain at'once into the 
market: a result that would, and should, be de- 
precated at'once by every practical statesman, as 
it would be attended by two evils, at least: first, 
your land would be immediately monopolized be- 
yond a doubt, and the injurious consequences of 
such an issue must be obvious to all; and the fact 
is so palpable, that it cannot be necessary to spend 
a word in discussing the proposition; secondly, it 
would cresie a redundancy in your public coffers, 
which would endina scramble and quarrel for its dis- 
tribution. Again: the spiritof ihe times does not re- 
quirc, nor would it sanction, so largea surplus, and 
the rejection of ‘the proposition would be susiained 
by. the most able and unanswerable arguments. 
The interests of the country generally, but more 
particularly the manufacturing community, would 
not desire to see this branch of. the revenue supply 
the whole demand for. the support of the Govern- 
ment. Sir, I need not say to this House that the 
tariff would be seriously affected by such a policy; 
yes, sir, it might be destroyed: the consequences I 
will neither anticipate nor mention. : 
Then, sir, upon the principles on which I ceon- 
ceive this Government should legislate, we should 
endeavor to regulate our tariff in such a way as 
would impose impost duties, in addition to the re- 
ceipts-for the:sale of the public lands, precisely to 
an amount that might be demanded by the actual 
wants‘ of the Government. We should havea 
tariff based on just and equitable principles, equal 
to .the administration of the Government, without 
giving to it the least aspect of protection for one 
branch cf national industry, to the neglect and ex- 
‘clusion of the. other, and yet so modeling it as to 
do.no justice to that valuable class of our citizens 
who are now engaged in manufacturing pursuits. 
dt would be as unjust to. the new States to bring 
into market an over portion of the public lands as 
it would be to the manufacturers to-repeal the 
whole system of duties on imports at the ‘instant, 
without advisal, and without affording timely 
notice of the impending act. Upon every princi- 
ple of justice; the branches of national wealth 
should receive equally and alike a kind and gene- 
rous support. It has now become notonly a mat- 
ter of policy, but of duty, not to disappoint the 
expectations of the people when they have been 


raised by the active and evident determination to. 


gratify their hopes. : 

It will be seen, by the table, that we have already 
have a_large pertion of the- public domain which 
has been inthe market for twenty years, and which 
is so “unproductive as not to induce the speculator 
to enterit at the Government:price. If this policy, 
therefore, should be found notto produce a revenue 
from the public lands, you would be compelled to 
bring info market the new land, which is consider- 
ed more valuable for. all the purposes of. cultiva- 
tion. The only-prudent and judicious course to 
“pursue in relation to. these poor lands would be, to 
reduce the price of them, and-to secure to those 
who ‘have seitled them the preference over all 
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others; and. as much as this they are entitled to, 
from every consideration of. justice and sound 


wards, and under 
15 years, unsold. 


policy. : 
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Mr. Speaker, the two hundred and forty millions 
of acres of public lands now under the control of 
the Government beiong to the whole people; they 
are as much mine and my constituents as they are 
yours;, They have been taken possession of, a 
small portion of them, for they belonged to us all, 
as tenants in common ; and, by thus entering on 
them, your constituents and mine did but exercise 
a common, if not @ legal right, which came. into 


existence with your pre-emptive system of the- 


years 1807, 1814, 1824, and 1830. In the last 
named year a general bill was passed, giving to 


“actual settlers on all the public lands the privilege 


of entering one hundred and sixty acres at the Go- 


_ veroment price, which is within a fraction as much 


as your speculators give. For farther information 
on this subject I beg leave to refer the House to 
document No. 80, page 3. 


Exhibit of the quantity of public land offered for sate in 
each year; the quantity of publicland sold, and the amount 
paid by purchasers therefor, in each year; with the ave- 
rage price per acre of the iands sold, and the average quan- 
tity offered for sale in each year, from the commencement 
of the cush system (st July, 1820) to the 30th September, 
1837 


AY. price 


Year, | Quantity of | Quantityof | Amount paid jper acre 
ean toublic land of! publieland by purchasers.) ofland 
fered for sale. } sold. “| sold in 
| jeach pr 
a —| £ -i 
Acre: ; Acres. | . 
8,338.675.04 | 303.40409 | $424,982 26 | $1 40 
10.919,480.42 | 781,213.32 | 1,163,224 98 i 1 50 
9,602,931.37 : 801,226.18 | 1,023,267 S83) 1 OR 
11,414,598.70 | 653,319.52 850.136 26 ; 1 2 
7,294 185.48 į 749,323.04 1 ie 
3,419-604.55 | $93.461.69 1 335 
2,980,703.56 | 848,082.98 Va 
-3,314816 k 926,727.76 i 14 
{985.609 35 iol 
Dj 1,244,860.01 tot 
f 1'929,733.79 E 
i fed 
| 2 
| p l 
} ł į 6099.981 Oti 1 
{ 85 | 15,999,894 11 i a: 
- 509,034 50 | 92 | 25,167,833 06 i 1 
t i 
= | 4,805,462.97 | 6,127,418 39| 128 


assis { 61,296,410.07 | 78,340,567 12 | 1 2.45 
Average quantity offered for sale per annum. since the com- 
mencement of the cash system, 6,806,243 acres. 

That amount may be properly considered a pro- 
tection as far as it goes, and no more. I now call 
on our Eastern friends to say whether they will be 
satisfied with that protection fer their manufactures; 
and, if not, (and Iam sure that they will not) 1 


i 


shall ask them if they. “are: prepatéd'-to Qò -unto 


others-as they would Have sthérs 6 do hta them? 
Are you not willin 


breast to breast; in blo. dy: conflict witte the 
foe; who has opened your roads; and iihi 
your whole domain, a ‘preference over the gre z 
speculator, ‘who has-rendetéd no se¥vice to yotir 


country? Are you prepared: to say by yout 
lation that-the poor settler, who has made his little 


| improvement, erectéd his log cabin, amid: all’ the 


hardships and dangers incident to the settlement of 
a new country, shall be’ at the-mercy” of the*mo- 
neyed power? that such a man shall not have one~ 
farthing for his labor? Can you, will you, throw 
his improvement into the market, to be purchased 


` by some remorseless speculator, at one’ dollar. an 


twénty-five cents the acre?” - i S 

Sir, this House is not prepared for any such act 
of cruelty and injustice. It is. not ripe enough in 
perfidy to aid in a scheme calculated to rob the pio= 
neers of the West of their legitimate rights: As well, 
sir, might the Government, or the purchaser of’ the 
settlement of the pioneer, divest him of his horse, 
his sheep, and his cattle, and sell them, and put the 
avails of them in the coffers of the Government, ‘or 
the pockets of the speculator, as to take away the 
property he had acquired by his industry: Sir, F 
am sure that my Government is not prepared for 
the commission of any sūci acts of outrages ner 
will I believe it capable of any such basenéss “and 
madness till I am-compelled to acktiowledgé the 
mortifying fact by those evidences which can only 
be believed when they fall within the range of our 
personal observation. 

Ihave already trespassed too long upon the kind 
indulgence of the House, and wili close with. bege 
ging the friends of this bill to reject all amernd- 
ments that may finally endanger its passage. - It is 
noi the best wè could desire, butit will afford relief 
to thousands, and make glad the hearts of many of 
your most worthy and industrious citizens, who 
feel that their ‘little all depends upon the liberality 
of this House, to save them from the fron grasp of 
the.merciless speculator. I am now done; after re- 
turning my-ackrowledgments to the House for their 


- patience and attention. - 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 
SPEECH OF MR. RHETT, - 
Or Sourn CAROLINA; É 
In the House of Representatives, June 25, 1848—On 


the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. Cuarrman: fhe gentleman from Mississip- 
pi, (Mr. Parsriss,] in the exordinm of his speech, 
delivered a few days since, thought proper freely 
to descanted on the course and position of that por- 
tion of the State Rightrparty, to which F profess 
to belong. He taunted us with our “new allies,” 


i associated on the great measure before the com- 


mittee, with a corrupt Administration,” ta which 
we had been most bitterly opposed. ‘The gentle- 
man frem New York {Mr. Horrman] has given an 
individual direction to these charges; by speaking 
of my “new zeal” as a convert—“the joys of the 
honey-moon”—-and many of thore interesting 
flights of fancy in eratory, on which his reputation 
for statesmanship so justly and entirely depends, 
In simple fanguage, the charge is—a change in 
our political associations and conduct, withont suf- 
ficient reasons to justify it; and the charge will be 
just or groundless, according to the Strereth of ‘the 
reasons. They have been repeatedly assigned be- 
fore; but error can sometimes only be refuted by 
continual refutation. ý 
Now, tir, so far as} am personally cencerned 
I might deny any change in my political associa- 
tions or conduct, and leave all accusers: t ‘make 
out, if they can, the truth of their charges.. I came 
here allied to no party—knowing ‘nothing of the 
course the new Administration was about to pur- 
sue—deeply distrustful of its policy, but prepared 
to support it in every measure it should propose to 
the country consistent’ with those great political 
and constitutional principles which I have ever 
maintained. In this spirit of distrust, I voted for 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
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BELL] as Speaker of this House—a vote which I 
-have never regretted, and under similar circum- 


stances, would with cheerfulness give it again; not | 


doubting that he would preside over our delibera- 
tions with dignity and impartiality to this body, 
and honor to himself. The President’s message 


came, and I saw in its general principles my own | 
principles reflected; and in the financial policy it | 


recommended, the very measure my own judg- 
ment, after mature deliberation at home, had ap- 
proved. I hesitated nota moment.. My course 
was open before me. But I am aware, sir, that it 
would be egregious celf-exaggeration to suppose 
that these charges of political tergiversation are de- 
signed forme alone. They were begun in the 
other wing of the Capitol; and are carried on here 
10 affect others far more worthy of public conside- 
ration than I can presume to be; and to break 
down that moral influence which a faithful adhe- 
rence to principles must ever command. I propose 


very. briefly to show that the measure before you, | 


separating the Government from all connection 


with the banks or the capital of the country, is a - 


State Rights measure; and that the State. Rights 
party, unless they were prepared to abandon their 
principles, could not have acted otherwise than 
they have done—support it, 

At the commencement of this Government, iwo 


great parties rose, as to the policy of its adminis- | 


tration—the Federal and Republican parties, The 
one, fearing that it was too weak—the other, that 
it was too strong. 


it should be kept within the powers plainly grant- 
ed by the Constitution. 
build wp and strengthen the Federal head—the 
other, leaning to the support of the reserved rights 
of the States. The one, claiming jurisdiction over 
sectional interests—the other, limiting its legisla- 
tion to those interests common and general to. the 
whole confederacy. Now, sir, if the measure be- 
fore you, is not a Republican State Rights mea- 
sure, according to these great principles, I am pre- 
pared to abandon it. 
In the first place, is the bili on your table, pro- 
posing to collect eventually the revenues of this 
Government in the constitutional currency, by its 
own agents, plainly constitutional, without the aid 
of construction to support it? Phis is admitted by 
all. It is opposed only on grounds of expe- 
diency. But how is it with the alternative to this 
bill—a United States Bank? Is that. measure 
plainly constitutional, without the aid of construc- 
‘tion to support it? Why, ut lives by construction 
alone; formerly, from thereveaue power; and latterly, 
from the commercial power. When first proposed 
by Alexander Hamilton, in 1792, it was opposed 
by Mr. Jefferson, and the whole Republican party 
of that day, expressly on the ground of its uncon- 
stitutionality. In fact, it was the first great mea- 
sure on which the Federal and Republican parties 
divided. It has been vetoed by two Presidents on 
constitutional grounds; and, although sanctioned by 
Mr. Madison arid the Republican party in 1816, it 
was not a Republican, but a Federal measure, 
supported solely on.the ground of necessity, from 
the peculiar situation of the country, deranged, 
embarrassed, and exhausted by the late war. In 
the second place, will fhe bill tend to strengthen 
this Government, the Federal head? I shall not at- 
tempt to refute whai is of course irrefutable, the 
wild declamation on this subject, against the in- 
creased power, it is affirmed, the bill will give to 
the Executive authority. This bill proposes but 
uine additional officers; and unless gentlemen can 
show that hundreds have the political weight of 
millions, and that individuals are as powerful as 
banks, itis useless to declaim upon the subject. It 


is the result of an ‘ignorance of official details, to | 
suppose that the control of the President over the | 


money in the Treasury will be greater when the 
money is kept by officers of the Treasury, than 
when it is deposited with banks. In either case, 
the money can only be drawn by a warrant of the 
Comptroller, countersigned by the ‘Secretary of 
the Treasury, on which the check. of the Treasurer 
issues, and ‘which could as easily be obtained, if 
„these officers. are corrupt, when the money is de- 
posited with banks, as in the-hands of officers. The 


$ The one, striving by construc- j 
tion, to add to its powers—the other, insisting that |; 


The one, endeavoring to |i 


depository, in either case, will only look to the 
authenticity of the draft, and will know nothing 
and care nothing of the application of the funds. 
But compare the Dill in ihis respect, with its alter- 
native—a United States Bank, of fifty millions of 
dollars, stationed at the centre place of commerce, 
with branches in every State of the Union. Who 
shall measure the political power of such an insti- 
tution, associated with the Executive of this Go- 
vernment?) When the late President of the Uni- 
ted States Bank was asked by the committee of 
this House, whether, by the power of that instilu- 
tion, he could crush any of the State banks in the 
Union, he answered in the affirmative. And what 
better proof do we need of the truth of this opinion 
than the power that bank has displayed in its late 
contest with this Government, which no influence 
could have resisted, but that of the late President of 
the United States, with a popularity unsurpassed in 
the history of this Government, and an energy of 
will but rarely equalled in the history of men? The 
fate of that bank will be a lesson to any future in- 
stitution you may establish, which will not be in 
vain. Banks and capital are the natural allies of 
Government. 
moniously together under this Government; the 
one strengthening the other, in all their projects of 
aggrandizement; and if the liberties of the country 
shall susvive their coalition a few years, it will not 
be because they cannot be annihilated. In the last 
place, what is the sectional operation of this bili? 
It propeses, by collecting the revenues of the Go- 
vernmentin the constitutional currency, to leave 
all the sections of the Union to the fuli enjoyment 
of their natural advantages, under the operation of 
the general laws of commerce. Will this be ‘so, 
under the operation of a United States Bank? Such 
a bank will be able to control the exchanges all over 
the Union; and by appreciating or depreciating them, 
force the tide of commerce into those channels it 
shall desire to favor.. Wherever it is located will 
be the’ centre place of credit; and by the superior 
means of commercial accommodation it will af- 
ford, from its own great resources, and the credit 
of the Government, it will tend to centralize the 
whole commerce of the Union, and destroy that of 
the weaker sections. Thus, sir, if I am correct in 
my views of the political and commercial tendency 
of this bill, it is strictly a State Rights measure. It 
is clearly constitutional, without the aid of con- 
struction to support it. It does not tend to strength- 
en the Federal Government at the expense of the 
States. It does not operate partially on the differ- 
ent sections of the Union. 

But there is another reason, Mr. Chairman, why 
the State Rights party should support this bill, 
which, to every candid mind, ought to shield them 
from the least imputation of change in purposes, 
or abandonment of principles. It is emphati- 
cally their measure. When, in 1836, the em- 
ployment of the State banks to carry on the 
fiscal operations of the Government, was pro- 
posed as a substitute for the United States Bank, 
the State Rights party, brought forward as their 
msasure, Mr. Gordon’s bill, which provided for a 
separation of the Government from the banks, and 
the collection of its revenues in the constitutional 
currency. The Administration party was then op- 
posed to the measure—they now support it. Can 
gentlemen suppose us so lost to all sense of duty 
and propriety, as to act upon the mere principle of 
stupid party hatred, and oppose our own measures 
and principles, because others agree with them? I 
put it to every honorable man who hears me, how 
could we have done otherwise than support this 
bill?’ Suppose that it did throw us, as the gentle- 


‘man from Mississippi says, in alliance with a 


“corrupt Administration,” —what then? Do our 
principles depend on the corruption of others? 
Have he and his associates ever esteemed us so 
low, as tosuppose that we would oppose any Ad- 
ministration of this Government, whether its mea- 
sures were good or bad, without any regard to the 
welfare of the people or the principles of the Con- 
stitution? And what does he mean by a “corrupt 
Administration?” Does he mean the useless and 
extravagant sectional appropriations made on this 
floor? Why, his Northern allies are always the 
chief instruments in all such legislation: Does he 


Hereafter, they will move on har-. 


June, 1888, 
H. of Reps. 


mean any thing more than a party distribution of 
the offices of the Government—the spoils?. And is 
it for so poor and contemptible a purpose, to divert 
the spoils into another (if you please, a better) 
channel, or to enjoy them, that any man worthy of 
the confidence of the people, would be justified, in 
the peculiar position in which. the Suuthis placed, 
in paltering with his principles, “or in abandoning 
hers? Since the gentleman rebukes us- for our 
“allies,” he will surely pardon the inquiry, who 
are his? A State Rights Southern man himself; 
he co-operates with those who are mortally -op- 
posed to every political or constitutional principle 
which the South deems necessary: to her interests 
and safety. There stand: by-his side all the con- 
solidationists and Federalists from -the whole 
Union—the Bank, the Tariff, Interaal Improve- 
ment, high taxes, profuse expenditure, surplus 
revenue, advocates ; and close to his shoulder, the 
Spartan phalanx of the Whigs—the fraternal 
South loving sixty-four, who maintain the new 
doctrine of the right of: petition, by which jurisdic- 
tion over our domestic institutions is attempted to 
be usurped; and the still more affectionate thirty- 
six, who but day before yesterday voted that the 
Sprarer had no right to call the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] to order, for maintain- 
ing and arguing on this floor, that Congress had a 
right to receive and act upon petitions from our 
own slaves against their masters. Sir, if I was to 
choose my allies, without any regard to political 
principles, I tell the gentleman from Mississippi I 
should be sorry to find myself in his position. .I 
know that he is no Abolitionist; and that a large 
portion of the Whig party are no Abolitionists. 
To make such a charge against them, would be a 
great wrong to them, and a-still greater to myself: 
but the Abolitionists are unquestionably his allies,” 
asis shown not only by the votes on your jour- 
nals to which I have adverted, but by the late le- 
gislative proceedings of Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsy!vania, and Connecticut, in relation to sla- 
very. ‘The Whigs voted en masse for the resolu- 
tions passed on that subject, by the Legislatures of 
these States, and the supporters of the Administra- 
tion, to a man, I understand; voted against them. 
It may be that but little is to be obtained for the 
South from this Administration, as the gentleman 
from Mississippi strongly prophesies; but what can 
the South possibly gain from the gentleman’s-allies? 
And when he shall have succeeded. in bringing 
them into power, with all their principles and po- 
licy, by which the jurisdiction and powers of this 
Government shall be ‘enlarged, and all those bar- 
riers of the Constitution, upon which the:South re- 
lies. for protection, short of revolution, shall be 
thrown down—on him, and the other Southern 
gentlemen who shall aid in the achievement, will 
rest the responsibility of evil to the South. I pre- 
fer, sir, my position—co-operating on the great 
measure before you with thosé who uphold the 
Administration, amongst whom alone I find any 
congeniality with my political principles. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams} per- 
ceives this; and therefore a few days since de- 
nounced the President of the United States as a 
Northern man with Southern principles} For. this 
reason he opposes—he detests the Administration. 
Is it for the -same reason that Southern gentlemen 
co-operate with him for its overthrow? The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetis surely thinks so, and 
hence his endless invectives every morning against 
Texas and slavery, for the special gratification and 
encouragement of his Southern associates, Sir, I 
prefer my position—identified with- neither ,the 
Whig nor thé Administration party, but prepared 
to act zealously with either, whenever they support 
those measures and principles upon which [believe 


“See the address of the Republican party in Congress, lately 
put forth by the members of Congress. ` E 

+The following are Mr. Apams’s words as contained in his 
speech published in the Intelligencer, speaking. of the admis- 
sion of Texas into the Union: “Now that this is a question. be- 
tween the free and the slave States, I believe no one. can have 
any doubt at all. That ir is a question. peculiarly interesting to 
the present Administration, which is understood avowedly, 
boastingly, and openly, to be the Administration of a Nerthern 
man with Southern prneiples, there can be no doubt. This is 
the combination of the committee, a sectional combination of 
interexts.of the slaveholding against the free Btates,and an Ad- 
ministration combination of a Northern Administration, with 
Southern principles.” 5 H 


* 


Sane, 1838. 
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the prosperity of the South. and the peace of the. 


Union depends. a 
Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Mississippi 
commenced his argument ‘on the bill, by. defining 
what was money. He maintains. that bank notes 
are as much money, according to the Constitution, 
as gold and silver coin; that the Constitution did 
not determine what was money, but only designed 
to fix a standard of money; like the yard stick or 
pound weight, in weights and measures; and that 
bank notes being equal to the standard, were me- 
ney. His deduction that, therefore, the Govern- 
ment had no right to refuse-to receive bank notes 
in payment of its dues, is certainly good, if his pre- 
mises are correct, Has the Constitution failed to 
provide what should alone be money? In the 8th 
section it says: ‘ Congress shall have power to 
coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of -fo- 
reign coin, and fix the standard of weights and 
measures?” Now, if a standard of money was all 
-that was designed by this clause, why was not. the 
coinage power put in the same category with * the 
standard of weights and measures?” Why does 
the clause not stop at the power’ to “ regulate the 
value thereof,” but superadds the power “ to coin 
money?” “What is it “to coin money?” It is, 
“to stamp metal and convert itinto money.” Be- 
fore gold or silver is stamped by Goyernment au- 
thority, it is bullion or plate; when stamped, it is 
money. But the 10th section of the Constitution is 
the best commentary on this clause, and leaves no 
room for argument: “ No State shall coin money, 
emit bills of credit, or make any thing but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts.” To 
make money or a paper subs.itute, is thus entirely 
taken from the States. Now, is it- reasonable to 
suppose that the Constitution intended to take 
away from the States the power of making money, 
or any legal substitute, and yet to recognise as mo- 
ney the paper of private banking corporations esta- 
blished by the States. Can that be money which 
no authority in this country, ‘neither the States nor 


the General. Government, can make a tender in. 
payment of debts to a single man within the jurisdic- 


tion of either?. Whatis a bank note? It does not 
on its face pretend to be money, but is a mere pro- 
mise to pay money. : It differs in no respect from 
the promissory note of an individual; excepting that 
it is in general a better, although it is sometimes a 
worse, security for money. But admit the position 
of the gentleman, that coin is only the standard of 
money: are bank notes as infallibly equal to coin, 
their standard, as the yard stick or the pound 
weight to theirs? If they are, whether the Consti- 


-tation has made them money or not, is but of little - 


consequence,and I may admit that they ought to 
.be received in payment of the public dues. But 
what bank in this country or in any other is able 
always infallibly to redeem its fnotes with specie, 
dollar for dollar? By their charters, they are ge- 
nerally authorized to issue notes to three times the 
amount of their capital; and even the Bank of Eng- 
land, the soundest bank in the world, supposes its 
duty to the public performed by retaining in its 
vaults specie or bullion. to the amount of one-third 
of its issues. The truth is, no bank notes in this 
country represent specie. They are issued upon 
the faith of the {paper of individuals, which the 
-banks.receive for their notes; and if this paper was 
all to fail, every bank in the country would im- 
mediately. be ruined. Bank notes, then, do not 
represent specie, and are not equal to the standard 
of specie. . They represent credit, and constitate a 
part of the currency, but are not the money, of the 
country. _ ea . 

Having shown, at least to his own satisfaction, 
that bank notes are money, the next step, in the 
course of the gentleman’s argument, was to identify 
the interests of the people with them. .The banks, 
he maintains, are the people, and the Government 
being opposed to a connection with the banks, 

therefore separates itself from the people, and, in 
fact, is waging hostilities against them. It is thus 
thatf{a false issue is attempted to be made, which 
places the Government against the people, instead 
- of-stating the matter as, I trust, T shall show it 
, really is—a contest between the banks and 
. the Government, between the capitalists and the 
people; in whioh the banks and the capital- 


ists are the aggressors. The whole strength of the 


cause the gentleman and his associates advocate, 
however disguised by sophistries and clouded by 
declamation, rests on. the false issue they have thus 
artfully made and imposed upon the -people. . Let 
the true nature of the controversy be once under- 
stood, and their spell of power will be gone. Are 
the banks the people? 

The banks are not the people, on. account of the 
capital invested in them. The banking capital of 
the United States, authorized by law, exclusive of 
deposites, I find stated at two hundred and fifty- 
one millions of dollars. The whole of this capital 
is not in active operation. In Mississippi I under- 
stand that the bank capital is from forty to fifty 
millions; but not more than fifteen or twenty mil- 
lions are paid in. In South Carolina, out of about 
twenty-four millions authorized by law, fourteen 
have not been subscribed for. But, admitting that 
the whole bank capital in the United States, au- 
thorized by law, is in active operation, what pro- 
portion does it bear to the whole capital of the 
United States? The difference can hardly be com- 
pared. Billions, not millions, must enter into the 
calculation. — 

Are the banks the people, on account.of the 
number of individual preprietors, of their stock? 
Take the banking capital already stated;. put the 
shares at one hundred dollars each, and five shares 
to each stockholder, and we have about half a mil- 
lion individuals stockholders in these institctions. 
I am ‘satisfied that this is far beyend the truth; for, 
of the twenty-two millions of stock said to be 
owned by Europeans in the Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States, there are not probably more 
than one hundred individuals to whom it belongs. 
Supposing, however, that a half million of indivi- 
duals are immediately interested as stockholders in 


the banks, and that all of them are citizens of the | 


United States, they will constitute about one-thir- 
tieth part of the pepulation of the United States. 

{Mr. Prentiss rose and said, that when he main- 
tained that the banks were the people, he did not 
mean that they. were so on account of the number 
immediately interested in them as stockholders, or 
the amount of capital invested in their stock; but 
because their currency was in the hands of the 
people, and. thus their interests became the inte- 
rests of the people.]} 

Iam going on, Mr. Chairman, with my analy- 
sis, and will, in due time, come to the gentleman’s 
main reason for his position. I wish to remove 
every stone out of our way as we advance. If the 
banks had continued to fulfil their engagements to 
the country, no one would have been found so 
hardy as to set up in their behalf this more than 
monarchical pretension of being the people, Al- 
though endowed with many pewerful privileges by 
the people, they would hardly have thought it ex- 


pedient or politic to claim, on account of them, a | 


mastery of the Government, and an equality and 
identity with the people themselves. But the fail- 
ure of the banks to redeem their promises, has 
given them a power that their honest fulfilment ef 
them could never have bestowed. 
failed, there were two classes of individuals con- 
nected with them—their creditors and debtors; those 


to whom they owed, and those who owed them. ` 


The latter class were compatatively few; gene- 
rally capitalists, who borrowed of them, under the 
expectation of an easy indulgence; but compelled, 
by their inordinate expansion of paper, suddenly to 
contract their issues and call in their debts, the 
banks crippled or crushed their debtors, by their 
unexpected and ruinous demands for payment. 
This operation, I presume, will not go far in esta- 
blishing their title of being the peeple. The for- 
mer class, however—those to whom they owed— 
the people who had received their notes on the 
faith of their convertibility into money, constituted 
by far the most numerousin interest. By issuing their 
notes they had either driven from the country, or 
retained in their vaults, all the coin which would 
have been in circulation; and theirdebts, substituted 
for it, became the currency of the country. Hence 
every body became their debtors,. and interested in 
their solvency. They failed; and then their wrong 
became their prerogative and right. -From being 
moneyed corporations to advance the gain of indi- 


When they- 


| 
| 


| may be proper and necessary. 
| in every department of industry or speculation, 


viduals, they rose up to be the people. Their-in- 
debtedness gave them power, and theit capacity to 
injure the country produced: this mogt arrogant pre- 
tension. In ancient times, the debtor. was made 
the slave of his creditor; but -here;. thematter is 
reversed, and the creditor is. to be ‘made. the slave 
of the debtor. Because the banks ewe the people, 
they are the-people. . This is the plain affirmation 
and argument. It is upon such grounds as these 
that we are called on to lay the Government and the 
people beneath the feet of the banks and capitalists. 

Mr. Chairman, in. seeking the eo-operation-and 
control of the Government, the banks but follow 
the uniform lawof all capital. Gainis their prin- 
ciple. It was this; mot any design to injure 
others or defraud or oppress the country, which 
occasioned them to issue paper which they. were 
unable to redeem, and afterwards to refuse to pay. 
Acting on this principle, each pursuing its own 
profit, ignorant of the expansions of the. other 
banks, and incapable of controlling if it knew 
them, they bloated the circulation with their notes 
beyond the wants of commerce, or their ability. to 
redeem them in specie. Even in England, where 
the Government has borrowed the whole capital of 
bank, and therefore supports it by all its credit, it 
is conceded by all the directors and bankers ex- 
amined before the Committee of Parliament in 
1833, that the Bank of England cannot restrain 
the i-sues of the country banks; and that there is no 
principle in the present system of banking, by 
which convuisions and explosions in the currency 
can be prevented. The banks failed from follow- 
ing out too eagerly their great principle—gain, and 
the inherent weakness of the whole banking sys- 
tem of the country; and when they failed, the same 
principle which occasioned the disaster, induced 
them to rush into the armsof that party, which 
claimed for them the support of Government as 
their right, and magnified them into the people. 
To strengthen this Government by associating 


| with it the money power of the country, and esta- 


blishing their own party ascendancy, is the object 
of the one—their safety and emolument is the ob» 
ject of the ether. But they are not the people. 

. There is another ground, Mr. Chairman, of far 
deeper and more delicate consideration, on which 
the gentleman from Mississippi has contended that 


-the banks are the people. He affirms, as it has 


also been maintained’ with great ability in the 
other wing of this building—that labor is capital, 
and capital labor; and that the interests of alea- 
pital, therefore, whether in banks or in any. other 
form of investment, are the interests of labor and 
the people. If these positions be true; then, sir, 
the policy contended for, of associating the Go- 
vernment withthe banks and capital of the country, 
Indeed, all capital, 


should then be taken into the arms of Government. 
This has not been hitherto the received theory, at 
least of our free institutions. With us, that the 
least government is the best, I had supposed had 
become a maxim, whose trath, philosophy, and 
experience had alike united to establish. And 
why should this be so? . Because, sir, there are 
different and opposing interests in society, and 
especially between those two great elements of 
industry—capital and labor—which the interference 
of Government invariably injuries by partiality. 
Hence non-interference—to leave capital free and 


| labor free, without partial legislation or connection 


with Government, has been the policy of our 
free institutions. Whether the interests of labor 
and capital conflict, or are always identical in in- 
terest, is a question, then, lying deep at-the very 
foundation of all Government; and is especially 
important under our free systems, established con- 
fessedly for the benefit of the many. 

I agree with the gentleman from Mississippi, in 
his general views on this great subject. : In the first 
stages of suciety, Jabor and capital may move on 
harmoniously together. Capital is indeed the pro- 
duction of labor; and is generally increased by 
employing labor; but it does. not follow, that on this 
aecount, no collision. of interest can occur. So 
long as the means of subsistence are abundant, 
labor may make terms with capital. If w are 
not as high as the profits of capital render fair, 
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labor can leave the employment of capital in that 
patticular pursuit, and turn for subsistence to some 
other occupation. But there is a great principle in 
continual operation in society, to which the gentle- 
man from Mississippi has not adverted, which 
sooner or later takes away all option from labor. 
It is a proposition, which the whole history of our 


race demonstrates to be true—that population: in- 


creases faster than production. The one gains 
continually upon the other, until at length, not 
accumulation, but bread, is the sole object of 
labor. Hence, as. population increases wages in- 
variable decline, until the minimum which can 


support life, is attained. At this. stage, and long- 


before this stage, a contest of interest arises be- 
_ tween capital and labor. The question, how much 
of any production shall go to wages, and how 
much to capital, arises necessarily from their co- 
operation; and in determining the share to be re- 
ceived by each, capital has the advantage. Suppose 
one hundred dellars produced by the joint operation 
of capital and labor—who is to determine the just 
proportion to which the capitalist and laborer. is 


entitled? Why, generally speakisg, the capitalist, 
who sells the commodity and receives the 


profits. He is far more intelligent and inde- 
pendent than the laborer, and has the option to em- 
ploy the laborer or not. If he ceases to employ la- 
bor, capital may lose its profits, but if labor is not 
employed, the laborer may starve. ‘There can be 
no equality in competition under such circum- 
s'ances, and with such motives in operation. The 
love of life is stronger than the love of gain. In 
power, in intelligence, in the necessities of each, 
the capitalist clearly has the advantage of the la- 
borer; and when population becomes deuse, and 
the means of subsistence scarce, the wages of la- 
bor will then be determined by competition. with 
itself, and not according to the profits of capital. 
Hence capital and pauperism may goon increas- 
ing rapidly together. Where there is the most ĉa- 
pilal there may be the most want, as the . situation 
of the most civilized nations in the world pro- 
claims., When a man has to work, as in England, 
eighteen hours a day for bread, and is worn ont in 
eight years, and it-is forbidden by statute, that chil- 
dren shall be worked beyond ten hours a day, it is 
vain to talk of labor compe ing with capital. Ca- 
pital is its master; and the profits of capital will be 
no criterion of wages. The laborer will obtain 
only the average price of wages, witho ay re- 
gard to the profits of capital. 

The great principle relied on by political econo- 
mists, to place labor on an equality of competition 
with capital, is the one to which I have already 
alluded—the. competition of capital with capital. 
But, if population increases faster than capital, it 
is clear that the competition of labor- with labor 
must be more intense than that of capilal with ca- 
pital. But there are other. circurastanees which 
tend to lessen the competition of capital, which do 
not exist in favor of labor, always unceasing in 
its pressure. The profits of capital are generally 
concealed, until glaring prosperity points to their 
source. It is some time, also, before capital vested 
in other pursuits can be changed into a more lucra- 
tive. employment. Hence fortunes are always 
made, before competition from capital can lessen 
profits in any new pursuit of gain; and labor, dur- 
ing these intervals of exemption from competition 
by-capital, will be employed only at the average 
price of labor in other occupations. Combinations 
of capitalisis‘to keep down wages, are also more 
easy than those of labor to advance them; and, in 
all such efforts, the laborer must fail, because he 
must live. Capital cannot starve. 
statute- of distribution, on which the gentleman 
from Mississippi'has so much relied for equalizing 
the competition of labor. and capital, at ali effect 
such a result. . Suppose capital vested in any par- 
ticular pursuit—in manufactures, for instance— 
and it is necessary te distribute it amongst heirs, 
how will this be done? The factory will be sold, 
and another proprietor will own it... Capital will 
only change positions: It will probably be trans- 
ferred from stocks or merchandise to an investment 
in«the:factory; and from the factory tostocks. The 
factory will still go.on.as-before, and the capital it 


employs beat: ths- same relation. to. labor., And. 


Nor can the. 


what effect can the statute have, when operating | 


immediately on the laborer? Where there is pro- 


perty, the statute can divide it; but of what avail: 


is it to him who works for bread, and not for accu- 
mulation, and who can give nothing to his children 
but life? The statute of distribution cannot touch 
the question. If there is any relief to Jabor, from 
its unequal competition with capital, and its fear- 


ful competition with itself, it must be found eise- | 


where. Is there any relief? Excepting that mighti- 
est and most constant alleviative of suffering and 
competition in labor—death—I know but two re- 
medies, by which Jabor can escape from the inevi- 
table effect of population overtaking the means of 
subsistence; and those are the moral restraint and 
emigration. The former influence has unfortu- 
nately been but feeble hitherto in its effects. In- 
stead of men abstaining from marriage, until means 
are accumulated which will enable them to sup- 
portand raise families, deliberate licentiousness 
has been resorted to to prevent population. - This 
s the experience in European factories; and it is 
only what might have been anticipated from the 
course of thivgs. To practice such restraints, re- 
quires the higher virtues to be. possessed in no or- 
dinary degree. But how can these be expected, 
when the immediate wants of nature leave no time 
for mental or moralcultivation? Whatcan the poor 
child, who works from ten to twelve hours a day, 
learn of duty or religion? His heart is too much 
filled with the fear of want, to admit even the fear 
of God. He works and sleeps; he lives and dies. 
Want will not allow him to think of duties. He 
has no time to learn any thing, excepting the 
art of supplying the first great necessity of nature, 
tolive. To talk to such an one of liberty, is bit- 


ter and insulting mockery. He is the born slaveof ' 


that most relentless of all masters, necessity, which 
regards neither childhood nor age; sickness nor 
strength, in its merciless exactions. Hence the 
laborer growing up to manhood, possessed of 
neither moral nor intellectial discipline, turns to 
the only means of gratification in his power,—that 
which the senses afford; and soon runs round the 
brief but fatal cirele of misery and guilt to an 
early grave. 

The other method of relief from the effects of a 
superabundant population—emigration, hus been 
far more successful. It is this, labor dying from 
its own competition, which crowds our shores with 
paupers and emigrants from the old world. Itis 
this which has populated the West from the At- 
lanite States, especially those of New England. 
Whenever labor has found itself straitened by 
population exceeding the ready means of subsis- 
tence, it has found a safe and abundant refyge in 
the mighty wilds of the West. Se long as this 
resource exists, the- free systems of Government in 
the Northern States may endure. It is the accident 
of our situation alone, having a continent to 
people, which has enabled us so long to maintain 
them. But the time will come,—is rapidly ap- 
preaching, when the way to the Wrest will be 
blocked up. Population will increase there too, 
and diminish the price of labor; and the inter- 
mediate States, becoming more erawded, will be 
more difficult to penetrate. The laborer will be 
degraded as want presses; until, at length, he will 
neither have the means nor the enterprise to go 
away. He will stayand propagate. What, then, 
will become of the Republican forms of Govern- 
ment in the Northern States, with the privilege of 
universal suffrage in the hands of the laborer? 
‘Will he submit to the fate of the European laborer, 
and exhaust life in a few years, or starve, when 
abundance and wealth are all around him, and 
the power of reaching them, by the Government, 
is within his grasp ?. Itis clear, that no people on 
earth, where. competition in labor is great, can now 
sustain our systems of Government. Can they 
be sustained at ail under such circumstances? = 

There is but one siate of society in the werid, 
where labor ang capital are identical in interest; 
and-that is where domestic slavery exists; and 
under this form of society. alone, have Republics 
hitherto ever been maintained. Labor, there, is 


' capital, and capital is labor; because capital is in< 
vested in labor. The great principle of capital— 1 
gain, will there compel it not to destroy, but. to: 


| to its aggrandizement. 


! of the many? 


regard, protect, and preserve labor.’ Unless ¢apital 
forgets its instinct, overworking, starvation andeold, 
and worse than all these, the beart-sickening fears 
of their horrors, which often make Jife one: dong 
agony, cannot be the fate of the: laborer sAn 
enlightened self-interest will even: dictate, that-all 
the virtues which lead to happiness: dnd: content- 
ment, should be cultivated: > Inv such’ a form-of 
society, there is no collision between--capital-and 
labor, and a free Government ‘may exist so-long 
as the intelligence and virtue’ of the most enlight- 
ened and cultivated portion of the: population will 
permit. . : Sethe $ 

I trust now, Mr. Chairman, -that I have shown 
to this committee, that capital and labor are not 
always identical in interests; but, on the contrary, 
in all the advanced stages of society, where domes- 
tic slavery does not exist, that there is acontinual 
contest between them. Amongst the various 
means resorted to by capital,.to increase its profits 
without regard to the interests of labér, Govern- 
ment has been the most common and. effectual. 
tn every country'in the world, capital -has: seized 
on the legislation of the country, and perverted. it 
Look to the statute books 

fall civilized nations, and mark the monopolies 
aud privileges, under the pretext of the general 
good, conferred on itsemployment, in almost every 
cepartment of production. ‘Instead of labor and 
capital being left free to: compete with each other, 
(a competition unequal under any.circumstances,) 
and to seek. those occupations. which are most 
lucrative in the situation in which they are placed 
by nature, legislation bas been used to force capi- 
tal into unnatural channels, and thus deprive labor 
of -its natural.and more profitable: employment. 
What are all the laws- for “protecting” industry, 
as they are called, but schemes for oppressing it, 
by which the profits of capital in certain depart. 
ments of production, are increased at the expense 
The importance of capital as an 
ally in Government, was early perceived by those 
who have ever been in favor of a strong consoli- 
dated Govefnment in the United States. Hence 
in the commencement’ of this Government, the 
funding system and the old Bank, and latterly the 
tariff policy. "These were ail efforts on. the part 
of capital, aided by those who desire its support 
for political purposes, to use the. Government for 
its emolument. And so, sir, now, with the bank 
rage in the country, What is it but a struggle on 
the part of capital, in association with their old 
allies, to appropriate the Government, and use it 
for its benefit? ‘Phe capitalists require that this 
Government shall be connected with them, either 
through the State banks, or by the establishment of 
a United States Bank; and altheugh the imme- 
diate interests of the capital which may be invested 
in these two projects, may be opposed to each 
other, they join together in establishing. their su- 
premacy over the Constitution and Government of 
the country. 

Of all the devices invented for giving capital the 
ascendancy ever labor, the banking system, as 
generally existing, is the most subtle and complete. 


The 


{labor require a certain, steady, and 
acy. Fructuations in the currency, 
by which the rewards of labor become gambling 
and speculative, are ruinous to sober industry. 
Let the proportion of means to their ends be cer- 
tain, and labor then adapts its efforts and expendi- 
tures to its object, and honest industry is certain of 
its reward. The currency, to effect. this. end, 
should be limited—rather below than above: the 
wants of the community. Itis a common delusion 
to suppose that the wealth of a conntry-isincreased 
by enlarging its currency. Suppose a thousand 
dollars, used to interchange the produetive labor of 
a community, and suddenly, without any increase 
in the production, a thousand dollars more, in the 
shape of bank notes, is added to the circulation: 
what will be the effect?’ Why, in. the first place, 
the issuer of the bank notes will certainly have it 
in. his power to appropriate to. himself a large por- 
tion of the productions of the community; but.not 
a dollar. will be added to its wealth.. Every thing 
will be immediately: doubled in. price, and two-dol- 
lars. will be. used where -one was nsed:before; to in- 
terchange the same-productions. of Jabor, i 
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“nally, every- one will be richer, because‘every thing | 
will be doubled in price; but, in reality, the relative | 
price of things will be: exaetly the same to each | 
“other, and the wealth of the. community the same, - 
pting, indeed, that.portion. of- it abstracted. by. 


i ote issuer to-himself, for which the community 
have -his printed paper.. Labor clearly gains no- 
thing by such. an enlargement ‘of. the circulation. 
On, the contrary, independently. of the-injury- it will 
‘sustain in other respects, its direct loss will be iin- 
mense, if its industry is to compete with the indus- 
-try of other communities at-home and abroad. By 
the inflation of the currency, all the productions of 
industry will be run up to a high price; and, of 
course; to be reimbursed, the producer must sell at. 
a high price: The. effect is inevitable in com- 
peting with the foreign producer, whose currency 


abroad is.not so inflated—the home producer must 


be.undersold at home. and abroad, and: be ruined. 
Tariff laws for protection may thus be rendered 


vain through the mere operation of the currency, - 


‘and the legislation of the country be defeated by the 
banks. In this view not only labor, but capital in 
all other pursuits, is~sacrificed to that vested in 
banks. Fortunately for us, free of debt and at 
peace with the whole world, the United States have 
the ability which few nations possess of reducing 
their currency: to a safe and limited standard. 
England, our great rival, dare not do it, From the 
late.contractions in the currency by the Bank of 
England, the revenue of the Government has fallen 
off upwards. of two millions: of pounds. “Increased 
taxation. is, therefore, the necessary result of any 
permanent contraction in her currency, which her 
over-burdened people cannot bear. Not only the 
interests of labor, but of capital also, require in the 
United States a limited and stable currency. 

The gentleman from Mississippi, in the course 
of his argument on this point, observed that labor 
could not point to the Constitution, and charge it 
‘with partiality. or, hostility to its interests: T agree 
‘with the: gentleman. in. this opinion; but.it is be- 
cause I can see in its provisions no authority for 

` the policy he. proposes. There is not a word in 
that instrument which justifies. the connection ‘of 
the Government with the capital of. the country. 
When the preposition was made in the convention 
which framed the’ Constitution to give to this 
Government the power of chartering corporations, 
‘it was denied. And why? Because by corpora- 
tions peculiar privileges are conferred on capital, 
and it was not designed: to: connect the Govern- 
ment with the capital of the country, but to leave 
labor and capital without any partial aid from the 
-action-of this Government, free to compete with 


‘each other, under the supervision of the States. ‘Bat | 


if the plain history and language of the Constitution 
is to be perverted by construction, and this Govern- 
ment 1s to be connected with the capital of the coun- 
try, and its legislation used to increase its profits or 
‘enhance its power in the shape of needless debt—ta- 
riffs for protection and banks—the impariiality ofthe 
Constitution is-gone. Labor can point to the Con- 
stitution and denounce it for its hostility and injus- 
tice. 
already sufficiently unequal, without ‘the aid of 
Government, designed for the. common benefit ot 
all, being used to increase it. ‘Labor cannot be 
interested in building up here a despotism, which 
this unholy alliance will tend to produce. Labor 
cannot be interested in bank expansions and con- 
tractions, by. which the relation between creditor 
and debtor is. continually changed, and property 
is unsettled. Labor. cannot be benefitted by an in- 
flated currency, by. which its productions are-ren- 
dered too dear for competition with the labor of fo- 
reign nations. By keeping clear of any connec- 
tion with the banks, these evils, through the ope- 
ration of this Government, will at least not be 
aggravated, whilst they may be greatly lessened. 
Above all,.itis the interest of the people, that this 
Government should be independent in discharging 
its funetion. 
long as its. revenues are controlled by the banks 
and capitalisis.of the country?.. How ean it-be in- 
dependent at all, if connected: with the’ banking 
system atall, asitnow exists in. the world? The 
banking system of- Americahasno power within 


tef whilst it is liable to. be controlled by the 


. The contest between labor and capital is. 


And how can it be indedendent, so ` 


PENES A 


easily affected. 
-parlor of the Bank of England, can, at- any mo- 


.worid, and prostrate the banks of America. - If 


Independent Treasury—Mr. 


banks of foreign nations. By the mighty element 
of steam, New York is now about to. be, brought 
as near London, as Charleston. used to: be.to. New _ 
York; and every movement in the banking system - 
of England will immediately. act on-this country. 
We are the weaker party, and. therefore most 
A -few gentlemen sitting in the 


ment, send.a panic throughout the commercial 


the Government is.coninected with the banks, sueh 
an operation. may be apart ofthe operations of 
war, in case of collision between the two countries, 
by which the Government may be deprived of its 
resources. But without any design, the same re- 
sults may be produced, from the inherent weak- 
ness of the whole banking system. Fluctuations 
in the currency—contractions and expansions, en- 
tirely beyond the power of the Bank of England 
to control, it is admitted, is its fate. Sir, in my 
opinion, duty and patriotism, the interests of the 
Government and the interests of the people, all re- 
quire that-this Government should be separated 
from the capital and banking institutions of the 
country. . 3 

Mr. Chairman, the effect of this bill on the com- 
merce of the Union has been elaborately consider- 
ed during the debate. My colleague .[Mr. Pick- 
ENS] has argued, as I understood him, rather from 
the disabilities the bill will remove, than from any 
positive benefit it will confer; that it would be be- 
neficial to the independence of Southern’ com- 
merce from Northern control. For uttering this 
opinion, the gentleman from Mississippi has taken 
him to task. He says, that the tendency of. the 
bill, in consequerice of this effect, is to dissolve 
the Union; although he labored hard to prove that 
no such benefit to the South would be its result. 
If his argument is good, why declaim about the 
Union? The argument against my colleague is, 
that if the South conducts her own commerce, her 
dependency and intercourse will not be as great 
with the Northern States as when the Nerth con- | 
trols and directs it for her; and therefore, any ef- 
fort to weaken this dependency or intérrupt the in- 
tercourse, is a plot against the Union.: “Sir, if any 
Representative from the Northern States‘had made 
such an objection to the bill, I should have deemed 
it illiberal, although it would not have surprised 
me. But that a Sou'hern man, in the peculiar si- 
tuation in which the South is placed, should rise 
in his seat, and upon such reasons, denounce the 
independence of Southern commerce, and those 
who advecate it, is to mé matter of most profound 
amazement. Why, is it come to this, that we dare 
not maintain that it is expedient that we should 
use those natural advantages which Providence 
has given us; that we should export our own pro- 
ductions, and import our own consumption, but 
we are to be told that we are seeking a dissolution 
of the Union? Whatis this but declaring that the 
legitimate object and effect of the Union is to ren- 
der the South dependent on the North, and, to ad- 
vocate her. independence, is to advocate disunion? 
Whatis this but boldly saying that we are proper- 
ly colonies under the legislation of this Govern- 
ment, and that dependency is our natural situation? 
The North carries on her own commerce, exports 
her own productions, and imports all her con- 
sumption; there is no disunion in that. The thun- 
ders of eloquence sleep under an enormity so atro- 
cious. But if the South presumes to do the same 
thing, it is a plot against the Union. Sir, let me 
tell the gentleman from Mississippi, that. if he 
desires to bring the Union into discredit and con- 
tempt amongst the proud freemen of the South, 
with whom the lofty characteristic of independence 
is-more prevalent than among any people upon . 
earth, let him carry to them such denunciations 
loud and deep. Let them understand from his lips | 
that dependency and vassalage is their proper 
situation in this Confederacy, and if they dare 
struggle to carry on their own commerce they 
counteract the spirit and design of the Union.’ Sir, 
Iam as willing as the gentleman from Mississippi 
can be, that the North should keep and enjoy all 
the advantages the Constitution and the Union be- 
‘stow, for conducting the commerce of the South. 
They. are immense under the most impartial admi- | 
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“nistration of this Goverment: Ler hér ave’ 


-no favors from this Government. 


-~ tonnage duties, your tariff, your whole: banking. sys- 
b 


I want no tariff, no impediments in trade tö 
their enterprise: in: reaching the.commerce of the 
Sonth. .: The Jaws. of capital andi trade withthe 
free. intercourse between the sections: guarantied by 
the Constitution, is their best security: £0 

and. engtossing the commerce of. the. Unig 
them have it, and keep it,if they can, by | 


with the banks, or by the fraudulent machi 
a United States Bank, to give to one section. of. the 
Confederacy. commercial advantages over. the. rest 


-of the Union. -All we expect this. bill. to accom- 


plish. is. to: leave. each Section free to. its. naturat 
advantages, and free to the competition .of the capi- 
tal and enterprise all over the Union. We want 
We require 
only that it shall not be used against us; and, if left 
to our own resources, we are not without hope that 
we may be able to retain some portion of our own 
commerce. And is there any thing unreasonable 
or extravagant in such expectations? | Yes, says the 
gentleman from Mississippi. To keep. any. of - 
your commerce is most unreasonable. A. direct 
trade between Europe and the South is most unna- 
tural. All direct trade is unnatural Natural 
trade is always circuitous. Look to Holland, Eng- 
land, &c. conducting the commerce of. the whole 
world. Sir, when the gentleman argues. from the 
past state of commerce to its nature, he commits 
the old error of looking to, facts without regard to 
principles. The fact is undoubtedly as he states, 
that the commerce of the world has generally -been 
cireuitons; but is that the result of the nature of 
things, or the artificial effect of Government inter- 
vention in the affairs of commerce? Where. is 
commerce free in the world, that it might flow, like 
the beneficent rains of heaven, in its natural chan- 
nels?’ Isit here, where freedom in all its attribute 
is our proud, but empty, boast? . Why, by..the 
mere trick of paper money and the fiscal opera- 
tions of this Gevernment, in four years after the 
Union was formed, the foreign commerce.of Vir- 
ginia, (exceeding, before the Revolution, that of 


‘New. York and the whole of New England to- 


gether) was taken from:her and transferred to these 
more favored regions... Look at your enormous 
tem, by which. every spring of commerce can be 
controlled and perverted from itsnatural operation. 
What is the whole history of commerce but a his- 
tory of restraints, and. burdens, and. follies, by 


“which trade has been forced into cireuitous. and 


more expensive channels? Yet the gentleman, 
looking to these effects, and not to their causes, 
maintains that it is natural for commerce to be 
circuitous, and unnatural for it to be, direct. By 
the same process of reasoning, from abuses; he 
may argue liberty itself out of the world. Tyranny 


-and oppression has been, and is now, the usual 


order ‘of things. Freedom is the exception, and 
ought, theréfore, to be unnatural, and ‘be. de- 
nounced by all good patriots. Igo, sir, for free- 
dom in commerce, as in Government. 

My colleague, alluding to the struggle now go- 
ing on between the banks and the Government, 
ventured to use some expressions of warning; they 
might be crushed in the contest, if they should fail 
in subduing the Government. Immediately the 
gentleman from Mississippi. construes it into a 
threat from another source of danger and alarm to 
the South; and the old note is again sounded. It 
“is almost treason on this floor!” He “sees ill- 
omened birds upon the wind, and they croak dis- 
union!” Sir, why is it that the gentleman, on this 
great subject.of agitation, turns his face. to: the 
South? Are his constituents, or mine, the agressors, 
and seeking to dissolve the Union? Let theinsults 
that he and { daily receive upon this floor answer. 
Why does he not turn his face to the North, from 
whence the aggression comes, -and mark upon. the 
horizon the black cloud of harpies, who .are wing- 
ing hither their heavy flight, and-whetting their 
‘beaks for their feast of:blocd? Some have already 
ehtered your doors and defiled your table, and pol- 
luted the seats on which they sit. Are they the 
gentleman’s allies, that he can see no deformity in 
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their hideous lineaments? Do they not “croak | 
disunion?” 

[Mr. Prentiss said that he intended his obserya- 
tions for all wha in any way jeopardized the Union; 
and that he would be as staunch as any one in re- 
sisting the designs. of the Abolitionists. ] 


Bir, I doubt not the gentleman's professions; but 
why talk about disunion at all to the South, 
standing entirely on the defensive, requiring only 
to be Jet alone? Upon whom does she aggress? 
What interests, or what section, has she assailed, 
tbrough the instramentality of this Government, 
from the first dawn of the Confederacy to the pre- 
sent hour? Is he prepared tosubmit for ever to the 
degrading position we occupy in this hall? And 
when we shall resist, will it be from the lips ot 
southern men that we are to hear the imputation 
of faithlessness to the Union? Yes, sir, from south- 
ern men, now as heretofore, on this subject, as on 
all others, the frenzy of party will pour forth its 
loudest denunciations. Do we resist the tariff sys- 
tem, by which the South is made tributary to the, 
industry of other sections of the Union, the wrong is 
not in the aggressor, but in those who resist aggres- 
sion. They are the disunionists. Do we object to 
‘an alliance between the Government and the capi- 
tal of the country, by which the Government is to 
be fearfully strengthened, and the whole com- 
merce of the country can be controlled—e are the 
disunionists. Do we say that we cannot, that 
we dare not, submit to the hostile aggressions daily 
practised here, and systematically carried on ail 
over the Union, against our domestic institutions— 
still we are the ‘“disunionists,” and it “is almost 
treason on this floor.” For myself, I will tell 
the gentleman that hard names have but sfew" ter- 

` rors for me. My hair will not stand on end at 
the appellation of‘ ‘disanionist” or “traitor.” 
I was born, sir, of disunionists and traitors. The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Horrman] 
represented me as referring,on a former occa- 
sion, to my ancestors. Not so, Mr. Chairman. 

`I shall never call up the virtues of the dead, to 
shroud my weaknesses. I spoke of our ancestors; 
the ancestors of the American people, who achieved 
the Revolution ef °76; an ancestry more glorious 
than the longest line of titled fools or crowned | 
oppressors can ever give. It reminds us of all 
those noble virtues and principles which dignify and 
adorn our nature, and bid us emulate and practise 
them; courage and constancy and truth, struggling 
in that conflict, which mast be eternal, for liberty | 
and justice against tyranny and wrong. ‘But, sir, 
if I had referred to my ancestors, as inferior as they 
may have been to those of the gentleman from New 
York in their public services, they have left me 
nothing for which I need be ashamed or dread a 
sneer. Through three revolutions they have dared | 
to be “rebels” and “traitors” in defence of the 
rights of the people against armed oppression. They 
were in that struggle which ended in bringing the 
first Charles to the block. They were foremost in | 
the revolution of 1720, by which the province of | 
Carolina was rescued from the capricious and petit 
tyrannies of the Lords Proprietors; and in the revo- | 
lution of °76, they were again true to their lineage, 
and to those great principles. of liberty for which 
they have ever braved all the terrors of the gibbet 
and the sword. Why, sir, every vein in my body 
swells with the proud blood of denounced and ‘per- 
secuted “rebels” and “traitors.” But, thank 
God! they have ever been so, inthe maintenance of 
the undying and holy cause of truth and justice 
and liberty? Will the gentleman now expect me 

` to tremble at his epithets? Let him carry them to 


the ears of crouching subjects and slaves. They 
will hardly frighten freemen. 
The gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Kennepy,] 


taking up the same strain about disunion, pro- 
claims, with becoming pathos, that that man 
will be the most miserable on earth, who shall 
rise of a morning and find himself a citizen of 
the Republic of South Carolina!! Really, sir, 
`I am afraid that I have not been as melancholy as 
I ought to be, under this terrible enunciation of 
sublimated Federalism. I hardly think that the 
gentleman himself has realized, in all its horrors, 
his own sitdation under. its formidable truth. 
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| I fear that he is very like that man who had 
been talking prose all his life without knowing 
it. Mayland might be a Republic; and, if so, then 
the gentleman’s tragedy of wo has begun, and we 
may look out for a denouement worthy of such a 
catastrophe. The gentleman, I understand, has 
served his native State in several official. stations; 
and, turning to the constitution of Maryland, I find 
that he must repeatedly have taken the follow- 
ing oath. “I, A B, do swear, that I do not hold my- 
self bound in allegiance to the King of Great 
Britain, and that I will be faithful, and bear true 
allegiance to the State of Maryland.” Now, sir, 
here is a declaration -of allegiance to this State; 
and we all know that allegiance is the duty of a 
citizen or subject to a sovereign. If this State is 
his sovereign, she must be, according to the old di- 
vision, I suppose, a monarchy, an aristocracy, or 
a republic. I have heard of no King reigning 
there, and if the gentleman has not been a citizen 
of a Republic all his life without knowing it, then 
Maryland is an aristocracy; and-as he is one of 
the exalted ones, and manifests such a decided hor- 
ror of a Republic, I suppose he must be an aristo- 
crat of the first diamond water. For my part, sir, 
although at first somewhat stunned by the misera- 
ble consequence of my situation, which the gentie- 
man has foretold, I have gathered up courage 
enough to face my fate, and must stand confessed 
a humble, although, I trust, a devoted citizen of 
the Republic of South Carolina. Thus it is, sir, 
that the doctrines of consolidation sweep on. Men 
now begin to speak out in plain language what 


bearing the same relation to the Federal head 
which districts or counties do to the States, have 
ceased to exist as independent, sovereign, political 
bodies. They are no longer Republics—no “longer 
States—but mere corporations, ‘belonging to one 
great consolidated despotism. 


Anticipating, with certainty, the triumph of the 
Whig party to which he belongs, the gentleman 
from Mississippi announces, as their first great 
measure of policy, when mounted to power, that 
the supplies to the Government will be stopped. 
The committee will recollect, that when the Trea- 
sury note(bill was ander consideration, intimations 
of the same course were thrown out in debate. I 
then ventured to warn gentlemen of. the conse- 
quences of such a measure; and, sir, in spite of de- 
nunciations or aspersions here or elsewhere, I wilt 
again repeat the warning. F tell gentlemen, that 
such a course will inevitably lead to revolutien, 
with all its lawlessness and dangers. In England, 
ifthe supplies are stopped, the crown can change 
the ministry, and the Government again moves 
on. But who is to expel the President of the 
United States and his cabinet out of . their of- 
fices? And in what way can stopping the 
supplies effect this end? The only effect of 
stopping the supplies, will be, that your army and 


will be unpaid, and, therefore, must cease their 
services; and thus the whole machinery of this 
Government will be-suspended, and anarchy and 
revolution willhave begun. We are thus fairly 
noufied that the first step by which the ascendancy 
of the great Whig or Federal party is to be signa- 
lized, will be to begin a revolution. Where it is 
to end, or what will be our situation during its 
continuance, the gentleman has not ventured to 
prophesy; for even his adventurous spirit cannot 
penetrate its thick gloom. Impassioned lovers of 
the laws, they will uphold their supremacy by plac- 
ing them aside. Sole supporters and admirers of 
the Union, they will perpetuate it forever, by dis- 
solving it. Devout haters of popular violence and 
anarchy, they will suppress them entirely, by the 
wholesome process of revolution:—and because I 
dared arraign a policy so desperate and dangerous, 
and warn gentlemen of the consequences which 
may ensue, not only to the country generally, 
but to the banks and capitalists who are hasten- 
ing on their hostility to the Government of the 
country, to such- fearful extremities—I was 
charged, with all due solemnity charged, with 
producing the very result E deprecated, and 
inciting the people to. lawlessness and out- 


their doctrines long since declared—that the States, 


navy, your civil, diplomatic, and military officers ` 


rage. The gentleman from New ‘York, whom 
I do not see in his place, [Mr. Horrman,] even 
seemed to intimate that such was my “design; bit 
he has personally disclaimed-to me intending any 
such imputation: and if there be another genileman 
on this floor, who, in spite of my disclainiers‘at the 
time, and of-my course in advocating thé Supplies 
on that occasion, has thought proper’ tò make any 
such imputations on my motiyes—all T will say, 
sir, is; that. I cannot follow his example” > If re- 
quires neither genius, nor patriotism, ‘nor honor, 
to make such imputations,- and-I ‘cannot imitate 
him. There is not ‘an oyster-cellar or pot-house 
in the blind alleys of our ities, but can ‘afford ‘the 
gentleman examples fully worthy of his-elevated 
course. It requires only a.very little respect’ for 
others, and still less fer. ourslves, ‘to go down in 
aspersions—“facilis descensus averni,” just as low as 
our tastes permit. Forget that we are nèn, and 
although erring often, still possessed: of ‘a noble 
nature, which it.should: be our pride,’ as it is 
our duty to maintain, in its most elevated 
state. Forget, that as we would regard ‘our 
own honor, we should be tender with the sensi- 
bilities of others; and that when we deal in impu- 
tations on the motives of our assdciates, we ‘lay 
bare ourown to doubt and suspicion: Forget, that 
we represent fifty thousand, and stand in the gaze 
of fifteen millions of freemen; and. are bound; in 
the transaction of their. business, to observe all 
those rules of forbearance and charity, which are 
so essential te the peace, happiness, and liberty ‘of 
a christian and enlightened people. Sir, we may 
forget all these things; but what, ‘then, will become 
of the-dignity of this House; and the reputation of 
its members? We cannot act here, even towards 
each other, for ourselves alone: Standing ‘on the 
elevated stage we occupy, every example, for ‘good 
or for evil, passes down throughout all the avè- 
nues of society, and affects, with a fearful Trespon- 
sibility, the public morals and public liberty. 
Gentlemen, in such a situation, may deal, if they 
please, in needless imputations, and: fierce asper- 
sions on the motives of others, and gather all the 
dazzling honors they are so well calculated to còn- 
fer; but my sense of -duty forbids me to touch or 
approach them. Fo a E 


Overlooking the revolutionary 
measures they threaten, and arguing from the.sup- 
posed insurrectionary tendency of. my rémon-. 
strances against them, gentlemen have passed over 
me to the State I represent, and have descanted 
freely on the lawlessness of South Carolina, in 
defying all law, and jeopardizing the Union itself. 
Isuppose, Mr. Chairman, that gentlemen allude to 
the late contest of that State with the. General Go- 
vernment, with respect to the tarif laws. Sir, that 
struggle has gone down to history; and we are con- 
tent to leave it there, satisfied that gentlemen will 
in vain endeavor to affix their running eommenta- 
ries to its impartial record.. We seek not. to bring 
up past subjects of discord; but wher our native 
State is needlessly assailed, and charged with law- 
lessness, and.the glove, in disenssing her conduct 
and character, is cast down on this floor, in. her 
name we will take it up. In: what respect was 
South Carolina, on that oceasion, lawless in her 


tendency of the 


- course? 


Were your tariff laws, for the encouragement of 
domestic manufactures, constitutional or not?’ The 
whole question of lawlessness hangs upon that 
issue. If these laws were unconstitutional, they were 
no laws at all. They were mere arbitrary enact- 
ments, carrying no obligation. to obey them, and, 
of course, there could be no lawlessness in resist 
ing them. . The lawlessness would rather be in 
those who attempted to enforce, not in those who 
resisted, such illegal enactments: Now, whether 
we were right or wrong in our opinion’of the un- 
constitutionality of your tariff enactments, we cer- 
tainly had very high authority in our support, be- 
ing no less than’ that of our opponents themselves. 
It was from the people of Massachusetts—from 
Mr. Webster, the sense and conscience-keeper of 
this disinterested and affectionate people—that we 
Were taught, from the cradle of liberty itself, that 
your tariff laws for the encouragement of domestic 
manufactures were unconstitutional. © Mr. Wer: 
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. in Faneuil Hall, the resolutions in which this pro- 
position was first announced; and they were adopt- 
ed by the people of Boston.: “Yet, sir; but a few 
years. afterwards, when we ventured to believe 
and ‘practice their teachings, these men—these 
statesmen, whose enlarged patriotism regards only 


the good of all, these brethren; whose sympathies . 


enclose. the whole Union in their fraternal embraces, 
were prepared to dip their hands in our blood— 
if possible, to strangle truth by guilt. - We were 
told” to go ‘for relief to the courts of the 
United States to. test the constitutionality . of 
these laws; but with the meanness of conscious 
oppressors, a falsehood was retained on. the 


face of the bill, by which we were excluded: 


from them. . The bill purported to be passed for 
revenue; and when Colonel Drayton, a Reprosent!~ 


ative from South Carolina, moved that its true title © 


shouldbe given to it, in order that its constitution- 
ality should be tried, you refused to' do-it. Never- 
theless, to exhaust the remedy you proposed: to us, 
we did go to the courts of the United States, and 
knocked at its doors for admittance to try our 
rights; but they were shutin our faces by the fraud 
ef your legislation. We determined to resist your 
lawlessness—your unconstitutional oppsession—not 
for any local, selfish interest, but for a cause as 
bread asthe Union itself; not in a time of. war 
and trouble—for then, as heretofore, our State 
motto would have blazoned on the shield. of the 
Union, “animis opibus que parati;” not in a time of 
debt and pecuniary embarrassment—for your na- 
tional debt was nearly paid, and your Treasury 
was overflowing; not in an era of Executive im- 
becility—-but when the Executive authority 
threatened to absorb all others, and the most 
popular man and efficient soldier, since the 
days of Washington, held the baton of Executive 
command, The State interposed for the protection 
of her citizens, against the lawless aggressions of 
this Government; in that form, and by that 
authority, which had been practised before, and 
maintained to be constitutional, from the com- 
mencement of the Union. Was South Carolina 
“lawless” in her resistance? If she was, I tell 
gentlemen, it is just such “ lawlessness” as they 
may expect to encounter, so long as this Govern- 
ment presides over the.destinies of a free and en- 
lightened people. Oppression submitted to, soon 
becomes habit; and the spirt of liberty expires be- 
neath its. influence. ,. According to our conscien- 
tious convictions, justice and honor, the cause of 
the Constitution’ and‘of the Union itself, required 
us to’resist. “Shallow bigotry may rail and de- 
nounce, but it will neither convince nor intimidate. 
You gave way. You proposed a compromise, far 
more advantageous than that proposed for your ac- 
ceptance in the Senate, by a Carolina Senator,* 
but two. years before. And why, sir, did you yield? 


‘Was it because the resistance of the State was so. 


very contemptible as to be likened to a company of 
boys with cornstalks, marching against fifty thou- 
sand grenadiers six feet high? If the resistance of 
the State was so very insignificant, it is impossible 
to aecount-for the compromise bill of. 1833, upon 


any principles worthy gentlemen’ and statesmen.” 


Causeless cowardice, or a deliberate betrayal of the 
tariff interests by its friends, must have produced 
it. It is only upon the supposition, that the resist- 
ance of the State was formidable; that the peace 
of the. country, the existence of the Union, and 
the tariff policy itself was endangered, that we can 
find any of those elevated motives, which, I doubt 
not, actuated those who originated and passed this 
bill. Sir, the “lawlessness” of South Carolina 
will not have been in vain, if ithas brought to light 
‘that great truth, which lies at the foundation of 
our Union—that this is a Government of opinion, 
and ‘not of force, and ought therefore to be so ad- 
‘ministered, as to conciliate the affections of all, by 
superintending the general interests of all, without 


infringing upon the sectional interests of any por- - 


tion of the confederacy.’ By such a’course alone, 
can the Union be preserved, or be worth preserving. 


~ *General Hayne proposed that the tariff bill should be Te. 
duced in ten years to twenty-five percent. The compromise 
bill reduces it té twenty per cent. in : 


> 


ster, as the chairman of the committee, reported, 
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` In Senate of the United States, March 24, 1838—Upon’ the: 


bill reported from the Committee on Finance, commonly 

Called the Sub-Treasury bill: : 

The motion of Mr. CUTHBERT, to strike out ‘the 23d section, 
being under consideration,— à 2 ` 

Mr. WHITE rose and addressed the Senate as: follows : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I address you under circumstances of pecu- 
liar disadvantage. The eubject is one of the greatest importance. 
It has been long discussed, ably discussed, by. those of most 
distinguished talents. Their highest efforts have been made on 
both sides to present its advantages and disadvantages in every 
view the human mind can take of it. -~ : 

The crowded audience has become wearied, and even many 
Senators themselves can hardly give respectful attention to our 
most interesting debates. . a if 

Up to the termination of the last address of the distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts who sits nearest to me, (Mr. WEB- 
STER,) I was not satisfied whether it would be my duty to do 
moie than listen respectfully to others, and then say yea or nay 
to the different questions presented to the Senate. 

At the closé of his animated, able, and interesting speech, he 
recurred toa scrap of the history of my own State, 
ago. Instantly my mind settled down in the conviction that my 
constituents had a right to expect more of a son ef one of the 
actors in that scene than a bare vote. 

I pranise those who may favor me with their attention, that 
if what 1 say should not be interesting, it shall not be tedious. 

‘The advocates of this bill expect to accomplish two objects 
by its passage: 

1st. To designate the only species of funds which shall be re- 
ceived in payment of any dues to the Government. 

2d. ‘To designate the persons by whom, and the places where, 
those moneys shall be kept, between the time of their collection 
and disbursement. g S 

The provisions, as to the first, "are, that after the lapse of six 
years nothing shall be received bui gold and silver; and such 
paper as'shall be issued by or under the authority of the Fed- 
eral Government; and, in the mean time, that certain propor- 
tions may be received in the notes of specie-paying banks. 

Ist. My first objection to this plan is, that it sets out with a 
distinction in favor of those who are in the employment of the 


. Federal Government, or have any money to receive from it, 


and those who are in the employ of the State Governments, as 
well as the mass of the people. The distinction is odious, and 
ought not to be sanctioned. . 

Senators who support this bill say these are mere catch- 
words, (one kind of money for the Government and another for 
the People,) of which all here have become ashamed, and that 
latterly they have been driven outof the Senate. . 

Yo this I reply, the gentlemen are mistaken ; this distinction 
is made on the very face of the bill, in terms too plain to be 
misunderstood. 

Tfall the money mentioned is of equal value, why mention 
gold and silver, Treasury notes, notes of s ecis -paying banks, 
&c:?: Thewhole argument in favor of the bill rests on the 
supposition that gold and silyer are the best, and that, as far as 
it goes, is to be used for.Federal officers and those who have 
Federal contracts, leaving to others to get what they can, and 
how they can. í g 

2d.. The hill itself contemplates a paper medium, emanating 
from the Federal Government. To this I object: Because we 
have no power to issue it. As a currency, they are. bills of 
credit, unconstitutional ; more clearly softhan to mcorporate a 
bank. Because, if we can issue such a medium, we ought 
never to do it. It will lead to the most wasteful and extrava- 
gant expenditures. It will be used moderately at first, until 
the people become reconciled to it, and then gradually extended 
in place of borrowing money, so as to meet all the calls of an 
extravagant Administration, fand nust’end in a large national 
debt, or depreciate like your continental money. 

Many, with great reason, have believed that no Government 
can long be econemical upon even a system of indirect taxa- 
tion; that under such a system the people generally are not 
conscious of the burdens they bear. They pay their taxes 
when they buy their clothes, or other articles, on which duties 
are imposed, without reflecting that any part of the money they 
thus expend comes into the Treasury ; they therefore cease to 
be watchful over the manner in which the public moneys are 
expended ; and, whenever they cease to keep strict watch, their 
agents.commence useless and wasteful expenditures. But when 
the taxes are direct, every man knows how much he pays and 
when he pays, and will carefully watch how the moneys are 
expended ; and if the expenditures are wasteful or extrava 
gant, a suitable corrective will be immediately applied. Our 
whole system of Federal taxation is in the general indirect ;.and 
if we once commence asystem of supplying deficiencies in the 
Treasury by an issue of paper to be used as currency, the 
country may be ruined. pa 

At the special session we were obliged to add ten millions of 
dollars to our means, This we did not do by a direct loan, 
which every man could understand, but by authorizing an issue 
ef Treasury notes. When that dill was before the Senate, 
the Senator from Missouri, and, if I mistake not, the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, both friends of the Administration, placed 
these notés on the ground of making a loan; that they, as they 
were to bear an interest, not exceeding five per cent., would be 


` disposed of for money, and with the money thus procured our 


our creditors could be paid; and in this view I voted for the 
bill. In the House the amount of the notes was reduced one- 
half, and ł soon perceived that the Administration intended to 
use them not to procure à loan, but as a currency; and when 
the bill was returnedto us, I took the earliest opportunity to 
record my vote against it. The notes issued under that bill 
havéin-fact been wsed as a currency, and at various rates of 
interest, some as low as one mill per year. 


This year our revenue is again to be deficient, We will- 


need, in addition to our means in the Treasury, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty. milliens ef dollars; and this addition will be 
made by new issues. This paper currency seems to cost 
nothing ; and, as our wants increase, the issues. will be 
inereased until the paper deprectates; and then, for tke 
first time, the people will seriously look inte the manner in 
which not only their money, but their credit, has been 
squandered. ` eE OPIN 

The provisions of this bill for Treasury notes, bills, or other 
securities, issued by the Federal, Government, or under its 
authoeity, if sanctioned by-Congress, will settle a principle 
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which, if carried into practice, must seal the faté of thie nation. 
Office-holdera and. office-hunters ean all be. accommodated by 
the Executive at the public expense, and the people will not 


be aware-of it until too. late: In short, it will take off almost 


the only restraint which yet remains to-our extravagant ex- 

penditures - ; a 
This view of the subject has alarmed me.” Do we not: alt. 

see and know that those in office are pressing to: have their 


_ salaries increased:?; That those who are not, desire: the nur: 


ber of offices increased that they may get in? We are-téeaged.. 
to increase the number of land districts ; and if -we do, offices 
are multiplied. When all offices among the. whites are filled, 
then we have among our red brethren, exploring parties, visit.” 
ing parties, commissioners and agents, by construction; & 
ecutive.discretion, and compensated as he pleases. $ i 

“With the facilities of paper money, to be created for the: 
trouble of making, importunities for offices, jobs, contracts,. 
and increase of salary, will be multuplied, and the President: 
will not have the heart to resist them when artfully pressed by : 
noisy and worthless partisans. I have been forcibly ‘struck * 
with some of the remarks made upon the subject of this Qov- - 
ernment paper currency. The honorable Senator frem South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) thinks it will not depreciate, and if it 
does, it will not make any difference, as the Government. must 
always receive it at par, and therefore sustain the whole loss: 

Mr. President, if the honorable Senator will take a’ moment 
to think upon this subject, I am convinced he will perceive the 
error. No paper currency, not convertible into specie at the 
en of the holder, ever did or ever will long retain its nominal 
value. a ‘ 

If a man hasa note of any kind, and has confidence that 
he can get the amount of it in specie at any time he pleases, 
most generally he would rather have the note than specie, be- 
cause more convenient; but the moment he doubts, then.he 


“wants the specie presently. In the issue of Treasury netes, 


that moment the amountissued much exceeds the revenue to 
be paid into the Treasury, and the purchase of publie lands, 
they must and will depreciate, unless provision is made that 
they shall be paid when presented at the Treasury. When 
they do depreciate, the whole loss will not fall on the Treasury, 
but will fall likewise on these through whose bands they have 
passed. The very case put by. the Senator proves it. A ‘Treas 
ury note issues for fiftcen dollars, It depreciates ‘until it-can 
be purchased in market for ten. Some person who owes the 
Treasury fifteen dollars goes and purchases it at ten, and pays 
his debt of fifteen dollars. Now does not every one perceive 
that the profit of five dollars, made hy the man who paid the 
note into the Treasury, must have been a loss of the same 
amount to the man from whom he purchased, or to some 
other person, through whose hands it has passed? In‘all 
such cases, profit and loss are correlative terms, and. that 
which is one man’s gain must have been a Joss to’ some other. 

As you increase expenditures you" ‘increase’ Executive 

power, already too great. The President, or those acting un- 
der his orders, must necessarily select the recipients, who, 
it will always be understood, can only be these who con- 
form to his wishes in elections. These objections are inde- 
pendent of the consideration whether this bill will establish 
abank or not. It will certainly sanction the issuing a paper 
meitium of circulation. ‘Those’ who advocate this provision 
think as I do, that the country must and always will have 
bank, credits, or paper of some kind, to use asa substitute for 
the precious metals, The business of the country can never 
be done without it. A support of the State banks is the only 
shield-which can ‘be presented against Federal bills of-credit, 
and a Federal incorporated. bank. eae: 
_ I bold both these last unconstitutional, and the first of them 
infinitely the most dangerous ‘to the liberties of the people. 
In 1834, [heard of this plan of separating, Government: from 
all banks as depositories, and.thought well of it. Indeed, I 
would then bave gone for it, if political friends had agreed 
upon it. Then there was noidea of issuing paper money by 
Government. Then State banks were paying specie, and 
their notes would have continued a circulating medium. Then 
Į had confidence in the Administration, and believed that none 
would ever dare to interfere with the elective franchise; or tu 
refuse to have the Executive patronage limited and curtailed 
by law. Now all these things are changed. -The Administra: 
tion want paper money, issued by Government, substituted for 
loans. The State. banks ave not paying specie, and this bill 
forbids the receipt of their notes. x 

The Executive is disposed to hunt down any and every man 
who wishes to limit his power. He openly interferes in elec- 
tions, both State and Federal, and uses all his powers to have 
them carried according to bis will! Under these circumstances, 
in my judgment, I would be a traitor to civil liberty, were F to 
sanction the idea that we will make Federal paper the circula 
ting medium. rat : Š 

Vhat has become of our bills, five or six in number, to 
limit Executive patronage, reported inthe days of the younger 
Adams? They sleep the sleep of death. The honorable 
chairman of the committee who originally. reported them, 
felt it his duty to endeavor te revive them under the Administra. 
tion of the late President, and received so little countenance from 
old friends that he ceased his struggle with them. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina, who never 
thinks any load too heavy, took up one of them, and made 
one of his powerful efforts, and it passed this body. But how 
many old friends voted with it? Sir, all had been whistled or 
ordered off, except the Senator from Missouri and one or two 
others. 

I have been honored with a seat here for the thirteen or foure 
teen last sessions, and believe I have never once recurred to the 
journals to see how any gentleman had voted; but there are 
some things I find it impossible to forget. : 

When that bill was before the Senate, believing that I could 
give the Senator from South Carolina something more my 
vote, I made a speech in its favor; and that speech sealed my 
fate with the great Democratic party. 1 respectfully ask the 
Senator from Missouri, whether any of the former friend of 
that measure, the Jackson democrats, voted for it, except he 
and myself? wes. Sa 

It went to the other House, and as they were more fresh from 
the people than we, bet:er understood what is meant by modern 
democracy, they put this aristocratic banking to sleep ; and we 
have never heard a cry or even a whimper from it since. Since 
then, executive power and patronage have put forth their 
branches in every direction, and no man dare raise his voice 
against them on pain of political death. 3 

Shell we then put this rich bed of manure to the rowt of this 
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dangerous power, that the crops of executive influence may be 
increased in our elections? Nay; God forbid ! 

Thave been zealous for pulling down the Bank of the United 
States, and for maintaining a sound metallic currency, and, to 
do this, believe we ought to sustain, as far as we could, State 
banks; prevailing on them, by all incidental means in our 
power, to cease the use of small notes, and had hoped we could 
have succeeded: but specie payments have been suspended, 
and the advocates of this bill say we must try some other ex- 
periment. 

Divorce, divorce @ vinculo matrimonii, is the watchword 
wherever you find a modern democrat. 

That there is-a divorce, a mensa et thoro, existing, 1 admit, 
but am of opinion it has been produced by ciolent temper and 
wantof due care on the part of the Federal head, and wo yield- 
ing and complying a disposition on the part of the banks, and 
that the whole might yet be reconciled, at all events to the ad. 
yantage of the family. 

I have heard of cases where a dashing libertine had married 
a wile, attached to, and every way worthy of him; that he, upon 
looking farther into the world, concluded if he were freed from 
his first love, he could be better suited upon a second experi- 
ment; and, with a view to obtain a divorce, threw temptations 
in his wife’s way, which she had not stern virtue enough to re- 
sist; she sinned, and then he applied for a divorce. And what 
have courts of conscience said in such cases? Depart hence ! 
you contributed to your wife’s transgression, and shall not profit 
by your own iniquity. 

Apply these principles to this case. When the Executive 
wooed and won the State banks, they were pure and unsullied. 
Their utmost exertions were necessary to aid in prosivating the 
Bank of the United States; they were cvaxed, almost comman- 
ded, to extend their louns, ‘They did so, to imprudent lengths. 
The Executive saw and knew this. Were they admonish- 
ed to diminish their discounts? Never! So far as I know, 
on the contrary, they were eulogized up to July, 1836; then 
came the Executive denunciations, and they have never since 
ceased, * 

The Executive isto blame, so are the banks; but, on account 
of their quarrel, the great American family ought not to be 
sacrificed. 

If none were to be injured but themselves, I certainly should 
feel no inclination to interfere; but Ido think it nothing but 

just that both parties should beartheir due proportion of blame, 
and that a separation ought not to be permitted, under cir- 
cumstances by which an unoffending community must be the 
sufferers. , 

But again : I think if it is ever proper to establish this system, 
and to have this divorce, now is not the proper time. 

The banks are State institutions ; society havea deep interest 
in their maintaining a sound currency ; this can only be done by 
resuming specie payments; this they never. can do until their 
credit is re-established ; while the whole weight of a popalar 
Administration is against them, they can never resume with a 
hope of continuing specie payments. “You separate now, and 
why ? Because, say the whole Administration and its friends, and, 
if we pass this bill we join inthe cry, they are unworthy ofcredit! 
Every, man who believes this statement, and hasa claim against 
them, would apply for his money, and they would be compelled 
immediately to stop again. 3 

Take the weight ofthe Federal Government off them, it isnow 
pressing them into the dust, and while it is upon them, you 
might as well order a man whose legs had been cut off, to juinp 
to his feet and walk, as to require them to resume, with a hope 
that they can do so. Let their credit be again restored, and if 
bike mel seperate, they could better then, than now, sustain the 
shock. 

The Federal Government obtained the use of them when 
their credit was good; it should be restored, and then, if ever, 
they ought to be returned, in equally good credit, to the exclu- 
sive use of the States, 

Suppose we pass this bill, and then the banks resume, five- 
sixths ofthe revenue must be taken in their notes; in a very short 
time, enough would be received to enable your depositaries to 
withdraw so much of theirspecie as to compel them to suspend. 
And ifthey do not resume, their paper depreciates, and specie 
becomes an article of merchandise, and thus the Federal servant 
will receive beiter money than the State officers, or the masters 
of both—the mass of the people. , 

The State banks never can resume with a hope of doing a 
profitable business. i 

Suppose the system in complete operation, Then all the re- 
venue is received in specie; your average surplus in the Treas- 
ury will be at least seven or eight millions of doliars. s 
left in the banks, would furnish a specie basis upon which 
safely to issue three for one. Hence, by this process, you ab- 
stract and lock up twenty ər twenty-five millions of dollars of 
the circulating medium, which is of no more use to the Govern- 
inent or individuals than jf sunk in the ocean. 

Banks go to excess occasionally, and there is temporary suf- 
fering; so of every thing else—we have. nothing good but what 
produces evil when carried to excess. Banks issne too much 
paper, but that isno reason they should all be destroyed. Over- 
issues produce individual suffering, but even this is productive 
of some benefits. It makes roads and canals, and improves 
plantations. Although ail} these change owners when a curtail- 
ment takes place, yet the improvements remain for the benefit 
ofthe people at jarge: 

~ What do gentlemen mean ? Do they mean to put us back io 
the, year.eleven hundred, when they say banks commenced? 
Are we te quitour ordinary business, and commence wading 
taranches in. search of golden pebbles, to add to the stock of pre- 
cious Metals? Are we to give up the earnings of our families, 
our porringers, and our spoons, to this. Aaron of democracy, 
that he may melt them, and, with his graving tools, make us 
ourown metallic godto worship? The more free a country is, 
the more prone are its people to runinto excess, and sone so 
much as our own. . What was Great Britain before the este D- 
lishment of her bank?. Like other nations who are destitute of 
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Independent Treasury—Mr. White. 


In our country, a man’s capital, in many’ instances, is his 
character for integrity, his capacity for business, and his busi- 
ness habits. These give him credit with banks. With the aid 
of bank accommodations, in many instances, he makes him- 
self wealthy ina few years, and every man who adgs to his 
ow stock of wealth enriches the country. 

Give me wealthy -peopie and a poor Treasury, and then the 
country is rich, and its liberty saie. : 

Destroy banks, and you throw every man again into the 
h nds of capitalists, Jews; money-lenders, where few can bor- 
row who cantot mortgage land to secure payment. Whereas 
banks always feel.it a favor conferred on them when they can 
geta good customer. - 

Although I speak thus freely of the utility of banks, they 
never have been favorites of mine; but we must have them. 
The country cannot and will not do without them. 

We must havea Treasury bank, a bank incorporated by 
Congress, ov State banks. AndI prefer the last. They are 
the least dangerous, and the States have clearly the power to in- 
corporate them. ‘The States, in granting charters, can, if they 


choose, guard generally against excesses. If they were to di-. 


rect ail profits over six or eight per cent. per annum to go into 
the Treasury, as a school-fund, the temptation to shave and 
to make excessive loans would be takenaway. And if they 
would prohibit standing accommodations, few bad debts would 
be contracted. 

2d. The other object of the bill is to compel our collectors 
and receivers to cease depositing money in banks, and_to com- 
pel them to deposite all moneys in the hands of officers ap- 
pointed by the President, and removable at his pleasure, 
there to be kept til] needed for disbursement. I think this ar 
rangement much worse than to deposite in the banks : 

lst. Because the directors and officers of the banks will be 
more likely to be faithful than officers appointed by us. The 
stockholders will always intend to select those who will be most 
likely not to waste their moneys, Our officers for some time 
have been, and I consider the system isto be continued, se- 
lected more with a view to infiuence in elections than to any 
qualifications for the particular offices they are to fill. Let me 
not be misunderstood. Ido not mean to say that every office- 
holder is a mere party tool. J think there are many who are 
not. ButI do mean to state it asmy opinion, that now and for 
some time past, the principal qualification looked for is puliti- 
cal influence; and such men, appointed from such motives, I 
think will generally be unsafe depositaries. Supposing these 
officers equally faithful, they will not generally have places as 
safe as those provided hy banks. 

Again: This plan wi!l occasion a great increase. of expense ; 
new officers, clerks, visi(ers, houses, safes, vaults, &c. There 
will be no effectual check either upon those officers or upon dis- 
bursing officers. Itis said there have been, in modern times, 
but few losses by defalcations of disbursing officers. 

One principal if not the sole reason of thisis the check upon 
them, by ordering them, whenever their position will enable 
them to do so, to keep their moneys in banks, and every week 
or month an account is furnished the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, by the deposite bank, showing the sums deposited and by 
whom. This furnishes strong reasons against using or loaning 
money ; immediate detection would be the consequence. 

Under the proposed system this check is entirely removed, 
and the public money will, in many cases, be misused. 

I now havein my drawer a document showing what has been 
done in one case by an oficerin whose integrity I once had 
unlimited confidence. He collected a large claim from one 
debtor to the Government, and immediately loaned the amount 
received to some political friends, not only without authority, 
but contrary to his instructions, and, at this moment, two suits 
are pending against these new debtors, who have refused to 
pay their notes as they fell due. IfI mistake not, one of the 
parties to this very transaction has been appointed to, and now 
halds an office which will make him a sub-Treasurer if this bill 
should pass. 

A bank in my own State has been alluded to in a letter read 
by the Senator from Missouri, which he has received from the 
late Chief Magistrate. 

A brief review of the history of that bank, and matters con- 

nected with it, may be of use to us on the subject under consid 
eration. 
_ The act establishing that bank was passed at a called session, 
in the year 1820. The charter of the United States Bank was 
passed in 1816, and the bank went inte actual operation the lst 
of January, 1817. 

It wasan Administration measure; and when the bill was 
before Congress, the Representative from my district sent me a 
copy of it, with a request that I would give him my opinion of 
its, provisions, which I did, in a pretty lengthy letter. That 
opinion was very decidedly against the bill, and the opinion I 
then formed and expressed I have ever since entertained, and 
still entertain. He, alone, from Tennessee, as I believe, voted 
against the bill. For this vote he was attacked at home, and 1 
felt in duty bound to maintain him as well as I could. This 
brought me in direct. conflict with the friends of the United 
States Bank as early as 1816. 5 

Soon after the bank went into operation, it established 
branches in Kentucky, and, before the fall of 1817; many ofthe 
loans first made had fallen due, and payment was exacted. To 
this the people had net been accustomed; and, as is always the 
case, although the hank had been popular when making loans, 
it soon became very unpopular when trying to collect tis debts. 

Stories of the ruin-us operations of the bank in Kentucky 
soon reached us in Tennessee, and, in the autumn of 1817, witha 
view to save Tennessee from the like oppression, her Legisla- 
ture passed an act, as I believe, unanimously, imposing a very 
heavy tax, say sixty thousand dollars, upon any persons at- 


tempting to bank in Tennessee without authority from the . 


State. 


A few years since, while the controversy was going on with 
the Bank of the Uniled States, the Senate created a committee, 
of which Mr. ‘Tyler, of Virginia, wasa member, to examine 
into jts proceedings, and when they rade their report, for the 
first time, I found a letter dated in 1818, now bound up in our 
documents, soliciting the President of the bank to establish a 
branch in Nashville, notwithstanding the act of Assembly, 
informing him that the act was passed by contracted, illiberal 
men, and, afier furnishing a list of names for directors, assuring 
him that ifa branch was established, and directors. appointed 
from the list, he would see that a good account should be given 
of. those who would attenipt to enforce the State law. 

Mr. Jores; the then president, answered this letter, and, very 
properly, refused: to senda ‘branch into the State, contrary to 
the expressed will of thé Legislature, 


Thus the matter rested until'1820, when this sane geal 
was a leading member of the Tennessee. Legislature 
not having been able to get a Branch Bank of the- Uni 
he and others determined they: would have a päi 


0 ane: 
in baptizing this new bank, its authors gave it exactly she same 
name, and thus we had, at the sate time, two banks, havin 
the same name, in the same State. “The ‘friends of" the old 
would not have hesitated in charging the leaders-who dstabHiah: 


ed the new with pilfering their name, that they might. derive 
benefit from their credit, had they been other. than melt glori of 


. the Assembly. 


The plan of this new bank was not to. pay specie, and to 
please the people ; it was said it was a bank torelieve the people 
from pecuniary distress. : AR EEE ok 

At thé same session, and to- force into circulation Paper 
money not redeemable in specie, laws were passed to:preyent 
levies of execution, unless plaintiffs: would agree: to-recaive 
irredeemable bank paper. | í eg A 

These proceedings met with very decided opposition from 
the supporters of a:sound currency. E A ATN 

They denounced a depreciated paper currency a8 3 c 
the country, and the old State bank would not touch thi 
of the new ; and, after a long controversy between the difectote, 
under the administration ofan enlightened and worthy directory 
of the new State bank, it was so conducted as.to be converted 
into a specie-paying bank, and I believe it has faithfully redeem. 
ed whatever notes it put in circulation. areas 

But, then, what became of the capital and profits t Much of 
them were wasted. There was a branch or agency in each coun- 
ty. The cashier of the principal bank, a highly worthy, intelli: 
gent, and generous man, could not resist the temptation; be 
permitted importunate and needy friends todraw: checks, which 
he paid when they had no funds in bank. ‘This practice wag 
detected and exposed, and he ruined. : Reet 

Some of the agents, men of as much integrity as those ta be 
found now, either used, or permitted others to use, the moneys 
intrusted to their care. Those moneys were jh some instances 
lost, the agents ruined, and the State has been for sevoral ‘years 
endeavoring to save something from the wreck. . : 

With these examples. before me, I cannot, I will not, 1 dare 
not, give.my. sanction to-a scheme so demoralizing, and fraught 


- with so many mischiefs, : 


s hink, abont the year 
1626, a Nashville bank failed, and. occasioned much excitement, 
The Legislature, “then ‘in session, repealed. our act of 1817, 
imposing “the tax of which“ have spoken ; à branch. ofthe 
United States Bank was applied for, and established, Tt-went 
down with the principal and the other branches, and from that 
time, until July, 1836, we were State bank men, generally ; 
these banks having a safe specie basis, and always paying 
specie. During the whole of these arduous conflicts, others 
have had an advantage over me. g 
They first wanted a United States Bank, that we might 
have good currency every where. Next they wanted, paper 
money, and creditors forced to receive it, or to get nothing; 
then United States Bank notes again; and now, W Yen the mon 
ster is slain, and we can all venture to measure the lergth‘and 
breadth of its supposed deformities, nothing will do them but, 
the pure, unadulterated hard money. A 
Mr. President, these politicians ever have the advantage of 
me. I never can give up an old opinion, until 1 am sure I 
have found better reasons for a new one... They. haye the full 
benefit of what is called the march of mind. ‘They. march an 
countermarch so. that I cannot keep pace with them, = $ turn 
slowly, awkwardly, and these. politicians give methe dodge, 
and are sometimes out of sight before I know. they intend.to 
change. Butthisisofuo consequence tome, Buch wills-with- 
the-wisp or jacks-with-the lantern I would not follow, if 1 
could see them. They would only pilot me into sume quagmire 
or swamp, and then leave me, although their dexterity could 
easily extricate themselves. . Š ia 
For myself, I now`am, and ever have been, a hard money 
man, to every reasonable and constitutional extent, Nothing 
is, with me, money, within the meaning of the constitution, 
but the precious metals, and they either coined, and their value 
fixed by actsof Congress, or ‘foreign coin, whose value is de. 
clared in the same. way: No Government, either State or 
Federal, can make any thing else a tender in payment of debts, 
This kind of money, and this only, is the end of the law, where 
pecuniary compensation is tobe made. It is not only the stan. 
dard by which the value of other property is to be fixed, butit 


Bat, sir, our. history. stops not here: 


„is itself property, which can be applied to other useful pur- 


oses. The Federal Government has ‘no power to incorporate 
Individuals, and bestow upon them banking powersand: privi- 
leges, to be exercised within the States. i ; 

The Federal Government cannot issue, or authorize to be 
issued, paper to be used as a currency. < 

The Constitution takes from the States the. power to issue 
bills of credit. > . 

It does not confer upon Congress any such power, and it can 
exercise no power except that which is expressly given, Oris 
necessary and proper to give effect.to some power-exprosaly 
granted. The framers of the Comistitution having taken.irom 
the States the power to issue bills of credit, and having te ged 
or omitted to confer such a power on Congress, believed they 
had secured the country against the issue ofa paper currency, 
by either Government, which individuals could have:;no means 
by suit to compel the payment of, and whichy if tolerated, 
would be sure to depreciate. °- A Re ‘ 

Before the Constitution of the United States was:framed, the 
States had the power to incorporate individuals, and give them 
banking powers and privileges; this power Was never taken 
from them, and, therefore, they still possess it. i 

I have beliéved,-and now do, that ina. country 60. extensive 
as ours, so highly commercial, and sọ free, our. business can- 
not be transacted without paper of some: kind, which'is not 
money, but credit, the representative of money. "These credits 
will he highly injurious, unless regulated:by law. J 4 erelore 
have maintained State banks, at the’ same time wiebing tp put 
down, by all- méansin our power, small notes ; to Wave*hore 
less than five, ten, twenty, and even higher ‘than that, if a 
majority wished, so as to furnish a broad specie basis, the better 
to maintain and auppert the. organized credit ‘evidenced by 
bank notes.07r checks. <in Sn nY rori - 

_ Tris all idle to tell me that theonly.modeto havehandmonsy 
is to put down State banks. Put them down to-moriows ant 
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then we will find it indispensable to have a United States Bank 
owned by individuals, or a Treasury bank owned-by the United 
States, and governed at the will of the Executive. 

Being opposed to both these, and thinking the country must 
have credits in some shape, I support State banks.as ihe only 
means of preventing the establishment of some one of the others. 
I think them both unconstitutional, and the. Treasury bank 
infinitely ihe most dangerous, í : 

We might as weil at once put the whole moneys of the 
Government ai the disposition of the Executive asto pass this 
bill; because, although some of the officers who are to have 
charge of it must. have the sanction of the Senate.in their ap- 

ointment, yet the President cah remove, or have removed at 

his pleasure, every man ofthem, ~ E 

This bill, in truth and in faci, creates a bank with vast 
powers and extensive capacity. : 3 

Suppose Congress to incerporatea number of individuals, 
and confer upon them powers to do exactiy the same things 
which the officers named in this bill are empowered and requir- 
ed todo, what would gentlemen cali their institution? I: must 
and would be a bank; they would have all the usual powers 
ofa bank, except to loan money by discounting notes 

The only use of an act of Imevrporation is to en 
numberof individuals, or some ong man, to Wansact certain 
business under particuiar resirictions. Now, if we give to our 
own officers exactly the same powers which, if given to one 
or more individuais would denominate the éstablishment'a bank, 
it Is equally so in both cases. $ 

This bill provides places where our whole treasure, hard 
money, notes of specie-paying banks, Treasury notes, or oiler 
paper issued under the wuthority of the Government, are to bé 

ept. : : 

Jt authorizes the transfers and reiransfers of thos 
from point to point, at the discretion of the Secret There 
is now a bill before the other House aut ing an issue often 
millions of Treasury notes; it will certainly pass for that ora 
larger sum. : - 

Now, let us consider how- these powers may bé made to 
operate. F 

lst. The capital is the whole treas) 
sum we please, not less than twent 
millions of dollars. 

_This sum can be concentrated at one place, or dispersed to 
different places, as the Secretary chooses. A merchant of New 
York owes fifty thousand. dollars for duties, and this sum he is 
to pay to the collector there, who is to deposite it in his vault 
He borrows the amount from a specie-paying bank in the notes 
of the State bank, and pays the debt. Instantly the collector 
goes to the bank, draws the specie, and returns their notes, and 
locks the specie up in the vault, where he is to keep it Hill 
needed for disbursement; and by pursuing this plan, the who 
specie may be withdrawn from the banks, or so much of as 
to compel the banks to wind up. 

Again:a merchantin Nashville owes fifty thousand dollars 
for goods purchased in New York ; he gets that amount in notes 
ofthe Nashville banks, by borrowing or otherwise, but they. 
will not answer to pay his debtin New York; he therefore goes 
to the sub-Treasurer, who has his proportion of these ‘Treasury 
notes, and gives him his fifty thousand doHays, and receives a 
‘freasury note, or notes, and perhaps allows one or two per 
cent.:as the difference of exchange, and the sub-iyeasurer 
immediately goesto the State bank, returns its noies, takes the 
specie, and locks it up in the: vaults. “When a creditor of the 
Government applies for payment ofhis salary, ox other dues, 
he may be paid in Treasury notes, and thus we find thisa bank 
of issues, 

It is useless to pursue this subject farther. Every practical 
man must see thisisin substancea Treasury. bank, with im- 
mense fundsas a capital, with unlimited power.to draw and 
redraw, and thatitisa hank to issue not hard money alone, 
but paper money issued by or under the authority of the 
United States. - That it confers powers and capacities which 


ower a 


moneys 


re of the nation, say any 
Ye, nor more than fifty 


will enable itto prostrate the. State banks, any and every > 


where, at its pleasure. & 

It:will not only control the State banks, make them 
subservient to its will, but will also influence ail men engar. 
ed in commerce, which reguircs the use of funds at disiant 
places, of 

Pass this bill, and we put itin the power of the President, 
through his Secretary ofthe Treasury, to control ihe whole 
pecuniary, active capital of the country. We are to add this 
tremendous power to'a patronage already dangerous in the 
extreme, and this ata time when se have a Chief Magi 
who is not only wrewilling to have his porer "ONAL e 
curtailed and limited, butis desirous te add to them, even to 
the extent of encouraging atmed voluntary associations to 
stand ready to carry out-his views by force of arms. 

In the carly and pure days of the Republic, in 1789, the 
republican doctrine was, that no President would-ever dare to 
remove an officer who held at the willofthe President, simply 
on acceunt ofhis politics; and, if he did, Mr. Madison said it 
would be a crime for which he should be impeached. - k 

Mr. Jefferson, upon assuming the reins of Government, 
prohibited ail inferior officers fiom interfering in elections, 
further than to vote, on pain of dismissal. 

In the canvass which brought the late President into office, 
wefall thought the same way, and that this was the sound 
democratic or republican doctrine. 

Do we not all remember the outcry against Mr. Adams, 
because we thought, througha Mr. Siade, a clerk in some of 
the departments, he had signified to the Vermont Legislature 
that he preferred the old Senator, Mr. Seymour, to Mr. Van 
Ness? The newspapers rung with this charge, and if Mr. 
Adame or his cabinet had avowed that they had a right to en 
deavor to influence people in elections, itis doubtful how:he 
would have-got through even the four years to which he had 
been elected. i REA | 

Now the whole course of thinking and acting is changed. 

Puring the last Administration it was not only maintained 
that the President and all under hit hada right to interfere, 
but; for the sake of securing a democratic: Administration, it 
wasa duty 
Houses of Congress, Governors of States; &c. j 
` The present incumbent: improves upon this, and -counie. 
nances what may be: calied legions-of honor; to maintain him 
py force jn carrying out modern democracy. 50) 

Thave “been surprised that in noneof our discussions has 
any ‘gentleman alluded to a correspondence’ between an as- 
sodiattén in ‘Philadeiphia and the Chief Matistrate during the 
past year. 


to aidin electing. his successor, members to both 


} 
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Terrilory of Towa 


—Mr. Shepard. 


together, had armed and equipped themselves, and made a 
; tender of their services to carry out the laws. _ 

Ina country as free as ours, where the laws themselves are 
nothing but the will of a majority of the People, constitutionally 
expressed, every thing which tends to weaken or diminish our 
respect for the laws is highly reprehensible: Now what would 
we reasonably expect as an answer from our Chief Magistrate 
to such a tender of services? © | i : 

ł locked for grateful acknowledgments for their good feel 
ings towards him, anda request that, as they regarded him 
and his fame, they would immediately lay aside their warlike 


} implements, and. dissolve the association; because, if- the 


country was to remain free, such voluntary. associations could 


į never be necessary. Public opinion, and forces, when indis- 


pensable, called out under the authority of law, would always 


| be sufficientin the hands ofthe Executive to give effect to the 


will of the people, expréss¢d through. their acts of Congress. 

But I was sorry to find no such sentiments; on the contrary, 
sincere thanks, anda manifèst willingness to countenance the 
use of sach forces if emergency should require their. services. 

The good sense of suciety must check this course of thinking, 
or there ix reason to fear that, at nó distant day, we may have, 
through the agency of such means, anarchy first, and then 
despotism, 

The Senator from Massachusetis, (Mr. Wessrer,) at the 
close of his reply to the Senator from South Carolina, “ for 
his special beneti,’ in very good temper, and in a most happy 
manner, referred to the early history of that portion of my 
State, now called East Tennessee, once known as the Siate of 
franklin. We read usa part of one of her acts of Assembly, 
which fixed the salaries of some of her officers, and directed 
the species of currency in which they were to be paid. 

Í always feel gratified when I know, or hear, that my State 
has doneany thing which benefits any portion of my fellow- 
men. 

“ Blessed aje the peace-makers,” is the language of Holy 
Writ. On this occasion the two honorable aud distinguished 
Senators had assumed an attitude so belligerant that really 
fearedit might end in something worse than words. But no 
sooner were the labors of my State fifty years ago brought to 
the notice of this grave kody, than we ali forgot that any of us 
had ever been out of temper, and so soonas we coul! recover 
composure enough to adjourn, we separated like a band ef 
brothers—no two leaving the chamber in betier temper with 
each other than the two honorable Senators. ` 

Bat, sir, the Senat r knew nothing of the practice under the 
State law, therefore we have not the full benefit which we 
ought to derive from his reminiscence, He could have relaied 
the whole incidents so much better than I can, that I regret he 
iot mention this subject to. me before he addressed the 


i Senate: if he had, I would have given him the additional facts, 
’ g ; 


have been detailedto the Senate in bis 
itous manner. 

It will be remembered that the Governor, Chief Justice, and 
some other officers weve to be paid in deer skins. Oiher infe- 
rior  flicers were to be paid in rackoon skins. Now, at that day, 
we were all goods Whigs, although we had some of the notions of 
the Democrats of. the present day. ` 

We thought these taxes might safely remain in the hands of 
the collectorsas sub-treasuries until. wanted for disbursement. 
The taxes. were, therefore, fairly collected in .thée-skins and 
peitry pointed out in the law. But the celiectors, as report 
says, knew that although rackoon skins were plenty, opossum 
skins were move so, and that they could be procured forlitte 

ynothing, They, therefore, procured the requisite numbers 
of opossam skins, cut the tails offthe reckoon skins, sewed 
them to the opossum. skins, paid them into the general or 
principal treasury, and sold the rackoon skins to the hatters. 

The treasurer had been an unlucky appointment, although a 
worthy man; he was a foreigner, knew nothing of skins or 
peltry, and was, therefore, easily deceived by his sub-treasurers. 
Whenever this imposition was discovered, the whole system 
went down, and we ‘never have had a great fancy for leaving 
the taxes in the hands of the sub-treasurers or collectors from 
that day to this. i 

But, sir, these old proceedings more clearly developed the true 
character of my State than almost any thing of the present 
day. i 

The territory or tract of country calied Franklin was com- 
posed of four countiesof North Carolina, and separated from 
the body of the Siate by the great ledge of mountains, called at 
diferent places by different names, and from what is now 
i Tennessee, by the Cumberland Mouniains, aud a wilder- 
uess of two hundred miles. 3 

The revolutionary war had. terminated with Great B 
in 1783, but it co: ed with the powerful tribes of Indians 
who had been in alliance with her. The depredations of these 
Indians were so serious that aid to arrest their ravages was 
desired from North Carolina; that State was notin a situation 
| to furnish protection, and instead thereof, from good motives, 
no doubt, but witheut due 
us tọ the United States. Whenever the news was received, the 
leading men, who were King’s Mountain men—Sevier, the 
| companion ofthe gallant Campbell and Sheiby, at their head, 
took fire ; the discontent ended in a declaration of independence, 
the forniation of the State called, to perpetuate our whig 

principles,“ Franklin.” 
« North Carolina discovered her error, end, before Congress 

could act on the subject, repealed her act of cession. But it 
|} was feo lale.. We had been disposed of without our consent. 
Though but a handful, with a powerful savage chemy infesting 
our whole frontier, and without a dollar to begin with, we set 
up for ourselves. We would net brook the indignity, we had 
begun the fight for liberty, and liberty or death we would have. 
We contiaued the controversy till 1789, when an accommodation 


thatthe whole mi; 


and uponterms thought just, we, with other portions of territo- 
‘yy, were ceded, in 1789, to the United States. 

In 1796, we be: t X h 
since conducted, I willingly leave tothe judgment of oursister 
States. A, g 

I confess, instead of feeling humbied by, Lam proud of, this 
ancient reminiscence. I feel proud that my ancestor was ene 
of that unylelding band ; that I now find myself associated here 
with a Sevier and a Tipton; and although $ somezimes think 
two generations ‘back those of their- name-would have not work. 
edso tmely Ja-party .gear,-yet-every once in a while the 
blood shovs itself, and you can see, that if their home concerns 
cave not atiended to here. according to whatis just, they break 
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hey informed him. that they. had voluntarily- associated | 


consideration, passed an act ceding - 


with our parent State took. place; and with our own consent, 


e the State of Tennessee, and how we have 
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party handages, and walk abroad in that freedom for which 
their fathers perilled every thing, tes $ 

It is true we were not either Whigs, Tories, or Democrats by 
inheritance, but there is much jo blood, much in education. 
Early lessons from mothers are apt to have an inflrence upon 
us through life. What the fathersays when he first sends his 
boy to school is hardly ever forgotten. ` Ea 

When that law was passed, and for years afterward, the fret 
morning the son was to start for school, he was sure te receive 
the father’s advice, in emphatic terms, calculated to „makea 
lasting impression, in language like the following: My son, 
you ure now going to school, you must render. a willing obedi. 
ence to your master; he isin my place, obey him if-you love 
rae. Be kind to all your schoolfeliows, do nothing-offeosive or. 
unjustto them. Be careful in all yeu say and do not to. give 
any of them cause of offence, and, if they will quarrel withand 
abuse you, take care you never come home whipped by any 
one, if you Rave the power to prevent it. : g 

Children were taught from infancy the doctrine of equality, 
that ne distinction ought to exist, except that which was pro- 
duced by vice or virtue. < . 

Andas toa circulating medium, this old act contains a volume 
of instruction for me. At that day, the medium of our ex- 
changes was skins and pelury, or furs. ‘They were the currency 
in which the people were obliged to transact their business, and 
my father, when voting for thatlaw, thought it just that our 
officers, from the Governor tothe constable, should be paid in 
the same kind of currency which the people were compelled 
to use in their dealings with each other, and so think I now asto 
our Federal officers. Such, I think, have been the opinions of 
the majority of my constituents from my youth to this day... 

My wish is to carry into effect their will, IfI had fortitude 
encugh to venture into an unknown world, I. would rather do 
so now, and upon this spor, than knowingly to give a vote upon 
a subject so important, which would disappoint the wishes of the 
companions of my youth, the associates of my maturer years, 
and those who have ever sustained me against all attacks, at 
every stage of life. 

What I believe to be their will corresponds with my own 
judgment on this subject; and however much 1 may and do 
regret a difference of opinion with enlightened men from other 
States, yet I acknowledge no responsibility toany human power 
except to the citizens of my own State, who have. so long 
honored me with their confidence. 


TERRITORY OF IOWA. 
REMARKS OF MR. C. SHEPARD, 


Or Norta CAROLINA, > 


In the House of Representatives, Tuesday June 5, 1838.—On 
the bill to erect the new Territory of Iowa, by dividing Wis- 
consin. 

Mr. SHEPARD said that, ifthe public interest required the 
passasé of ihis bill, er the real happiness of the people would 
be promoted by 1t, no member could be more unwilling than 
himself to throw any obstacle in its way. The committee from 
whom it came had not made a report, and the gentlemen who 
preceded him in the debate had not stated a single grievance to 
be removed from our constituents, or a single benefit to be cou- 
ferred. It maybe that a fresh and rich field might be opened 
to those who speculate in the public Jands, and a batch of new 
offices created for. such as seek Executive favor; but not per- 
ceiving that any sound maxim of national policy was to be fol- 
lowed and enforced, he felt constrained to give the bill his zeal. 
ous opposition, j ; Lo E 

It is suid that the Territory of Wisconsin is too large; that the 

people who inhabit the right bank of the Mississippi have no 
sympathy of interest or feeling with those who cultivate the 
shores of Lake Michigan; and that the settlements arg so distant 
from each other that judges and other public officers cannot at- 
tend to their respective duties. Gentlemen forget that not many 
‘months have slapsed since Michigan formed a part of this North- 
western Lerrilory; at that ime no complaint of this kind ‘was 
made, and yet now, when vearty halfof the country has become 
a State ersered the Confederacy, the remainder is too large 
to be inciuded under cue Government, and petitions Congress 
for a division! If the present judges and marshals find:it im- 
possible io perform their duties, let the number of officers be in- 
creased, sa that every portion ofthe peopie may enjoy the pro- 
tection of the law; thus the evil may be removed by a slight 
change, without incurring the expense of an additional Govern- 
ment, and all the paraphernalia incidental! to a council or Legis. 
lature, ‘This Territory, vast as it may seem, is not as large as 
the State of Virginia; and its interests must be very weighty and 
conflicting, ifthe same Governor and the same deliberative As 
sembly cannot superintend the whole. 

But who are these that are dissatisfied with our legislation, 
and pray for the establishment of a new Territory? Individuals 
who have left their own homes, and seized on the public land, 
As scon as Diack Hawk and his warriors were driven from 
thelr hunting grounds, before the country was surveyed or a 
land office opened, these men pounced on the choicest spots, 
cut down the timber, built houses, and cultivated the soil as if 
it was their own property. An honorable gentleman. from 
Kentucky [Mt. POPE] kas pronounced a high eulogy on the 
honesty and patriotism of these people: Tam not disposed to 
question its justice, or to use the epitheis apphed to them by 
others, but is certain that, without the authority of law, and in 
‘defiance of the Government, they have taken possession of. 
what belo to the whole nation, and appropriated to a private 
use that which was intended for the public welfare. These 
are they who require a governor and council, judges, and mar. 
shals, when every actof their lives is contrary to justice, and 
every petition which they make. is an evidence of their gui! 
violence. We, who are insulted, whose authority iat 
under foot, are asked for new favors and privileges; t 
and. guardians of the law are approached by its open sonteri- 
ners.and hegged to expt thes modest gentlemen ito a dignifi- ~ 
ed Government. The eravity andinsolence of this application 
would excite laughter, if the lags ten years had uo: presented 
100. many- instances of a like spirit and character; individnals 
and masses of people in every pert of this favored country. ba- 
gin to look beyond the Jaw,to despise the constituted authorities, 
to consider their owp feelings and passions as thé standard of 
public duty, and too often men in high places have connived at 
their proceedings. ‘The manner in which new sovereignties 
are fabricated is amusing and characteristic. These poachers 
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take the public land, and humbly pray for the right of pre- 
cmpilon; this yielded, they call the Government a stepmother, 
and demand varions grants and immunities; then they force 
themselves into the Union, without complying with the actof 
Congress, and, reaching the climax of impudence, they boldly 
threaten to deprive the gid States of all share in the national 
domain. But we are asked, what must be ‘done? Twenty 
thousand people are living on the west side of the Mississippi, 
and the whole army of the United States could not drive them 
from their settlements. Is itcometothis? A private citizen 
can enforce his rights, by appealing to the courts of justice, 
and yet the Government which rules and protects all, cannot 
keep intruders from the public land, and 1s not able to save 
the property of the people! If this be so, our fathers labored 
in vain; if the moral and physical power of our institutions be 
go weak, they are not worthy of preservation. Mr, S. had not 

et lost faith in the virtue and intelligence of the country; the 
fault was not with the people, but the politicians, who are con- 
tinually struggling to advance themselves by pandering todvery 
prejudice, and using all means to acquire popuiarity. The 
citizen is willmg to support his rulers in the maintenance of 
the law, but he who seeks for placo will sacrifice the interests 
of the nation, and sink the dignity ef the Government, to ob- 
tain a little favor in the new States. 

These outrages are still more inexcusable when it is remem- 
Dered that there are eighty millions of acres, of every variety 
of soil and climate, now open to entry, and the plea of neces- 
aity will not avail these adventurers, 1 (said Mr. S.) cannot 
sanction their conduct; 1f they would not move peaceably, they 
should go at the point of the bayonet; if they forget what is due 
to their country and their distant fellow-citizens, they ought to 
be punished. ‘The majesty of the laws should. be vindicated. 
But, sir, questions of stil! graver import are involved in this 
subject—questions which affect the destiny of this great peo- 
ple, though the din of political warfare and the exciting 
struggles of personal rivalry may cause other topics for a time 
to engross public attention, When Virginia ceded the North- 
west Perritory to the United States, it was agreed that not less 
than threo States should be formed eut of it, and that they 
should be admitted into the Union when their population 
amounted to sixty thousand souls. ‘This compact has been 
faithfully observed and nearly fulfilled. ‘The policy of the Ge- 
neral Government has been of the mildest and most paternal 
character. The building up of new empires in the shortest 
time seemed to havo been its object. The richeet and most 
beautiful lands were sold for a trifle; tribe after tribe of na- 
ves disappeared, and the white man was on their heels; boun- 
ties ofimmense value were given for schools and internal im- 
provement. Scarecly any request of the settlers was denied, 
wo anxious was the Governmentto encourage emigration, and 
to people theso vast regions, The effect of this legislation was 
magical; thousands and tons of thousands left their homes in the 
East for the fertile valleys of the West. This was not the sur- 
plug population, not the overflowings of a redundant commu- 
nity, but the bone and sinew of the land, and in many casesits 
wealth and intelligence. Thus have arisen those thriving and 

werful States, which have already outstripped most of their 
otder sisters. The same policy has been pursued towards the 
new States of the Southwest. By the treaty with France we 
stipulated to extend to the people of the Louisiana Territory all 
the rights of citizenship. his has been done. Louisiana, 
Missouri and Arkansas have been successively admitted into 
the Union, and they have become great and flourishing com- 
munities. 

The Federal Government having thus complied with all its 
engagements, the number of States composing the Uniou having 
been deubled in fifty years, and our empire being already larger 
than most of the nations of the earth, shall we continue this po 
licy? shall we go on to extinguish Indian titles? shall we give 
away the rich inheritance we possess with the same rapidity? 
1f the Territory of Towa be now established, it will soon be- 
come 2 State; if we now cross the Mississippi, under the boun- 
tifal patronage of this Government, the cupidity and enterprise 
of our people will carry the system still further, and ere long 
the Rocky Mountains will be scaled, and the valley of the Co- 
luntbia bs embraced in our dominion. This, then, is the time 
to pause, to gather the results of previous experience, and to 
consider the Influence of this legislation on the character of the 
people and the durability of our institutions. 


The strength of a nation doas nat consist in the extent of its 
territory, Population diffused over a great surface is neither as 
rich nor as powerful as when condensed in narrower limits, 
and engaged in the various empleyments of human industry. 
Cities kied with artisans, and the soil worked by numerous 
agriculturists, cause the production of more wealth than if the 
game people were scattered over a wider region. The minds of 
men, when constantly brought into collision and struggling for 
pre-eminenes, are more active, more fruitful ofexpedients, and 
more apt to make those great inventions which increase the 
comforts of life and exalt the character ofa people. If all the 
land of a country be occupied, new modes of agriculture will be 
discovered to increase the productive energies of the soil; or 
those whose labor is not needod in the ficid will go to the ocean or 
the werkehop, and this natural division of industry will make 
each class more skilful and richer than if all were confined te 
the original employment over a larger space. 


The resources of a dense population are more available and 
more easily brought into the service of the Government than 
those of a scattered people. Iftaxes be imposed, they are levied 
with quickness and facility; if physical strength be required, it 
$s concentrated with despatch, and made to operate with vigor; 
if intellectual qualities be desired, they are quickly found, and 
directed to the public welfare. To prove the truth of this 
theory, let England and Russia be compared; one is a mere 

eck in the ocean, but crowded with thriving and industrious 
people; the other occupies a portion of two. continents, with a 

lation of fifty millions spread over its immense territory. 
he power of the former is felt in the remotest corners of the 
earth; the latter is feared by the savage hordes within its own 
limita, and hangs like a dark cloud over its weaker neighbors. 
England commands the treasury of: the commercial world; 
Russia, with its rich soil and hidden wealth, is poor, and depen- 
dent onthe smiles of foreign bankers and capitalists. In an 
instant the former can buckle on her armor, and strike an 
snemy before he thinks of preparation; she can fly from point 
b po nt with the speed and fury of lightning; the latter is slow 
In mo! 
like the elephant, it also partakes of the slugeis 
that huge imal 
-country may be too po 
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deficient in activity, and, possessing great strength - 
qualities of 


ulous; in the progress of time, the 
‘Tews than the demand for necessary 
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subsisteace. ‘The starving operatives, whose haggard faces and 
decrepit limbs are seen in the manufacturing towns of Europe, 
and the squalid beiags who haunt the crowded marts of com-. 
merce, attest the misery of a redundans and confined popula- 
tion. Jt would be sin and folly to bring into existence such a 
state of sotiety; no political expediency, no prospect of national 
grandeur, could justify the sacrifice of individual welfare, and 
the duty of Government is to provide for the comfort of all the 
people, and to make them satisfied with their condition by 
ministering to the wants and nocessities of their nature. But 
we are still very far from the point of pauperism; every where 
in this favored’land industry meets with its due reward, and 
contpetency is in the reach of all, except the vicious and unfor- 
umate. Ifthe old world be a criterion on this subject, the 
twenty-six States of the Union can sepporta population more 
than four times as great as that which they now contain; and 
the true question is, whether the future increase of the people 
should be kept within our present limits, or stimulated to wan- - 
der over the vast regions of the West. 

Tf happiness depended entirely on the number of hogs raised, 
or the quantity of corn gathered, then the citizens should be 
dispersed, so as to occupy the most fertile spots in our whole 
territory; but, regarding only physical comfort, we shall find 
that the luxuries of life are not always at the command of 
those who have many abroad acre in possession, The pre- 


ductions of foreign climates have become almost. indispensa- i 


ble necessaries. “The offsprings of the ocean constitute a great | 
source of sensual enjoyment, and articles of manufacture un- 
known to our fathers are now familiar in household economy 
all these are not easily obtained by the emigrant; and though 
he has ample granaries, yet the sum of comfort is less than if 
he had remained in his old habitation. To take a higher view 
of the subject, the social advantages of a compact pepulation 
preponderate greatly over the coarser benefits of sprinkled set- 
flements. The development of the human mind, which con: 
tributes in so extraordinary e degree to the happiness of our 
race, acctits only in dense communities; the great inventions in 
the arts have béen made when there was a superabundance of 
labor, and the wonderful discoveries of science, which have 
displayed the laws of the material world to human vision, have 
been caused by the necessity of men’s turning their attention to 
other pursuits than those of mere physical exertion. Need I 
dwell on the humanizing influence of literature; and the grace- 
ful refinements ofart? These are not confined to the rich and 
the great, but are felt in the humble dwellings of the poor; they 
soften the manners, Widen the circle of innocent enjoyments, 
and elevate and strengthen the charaeter. If man be more 
than an aninial, if the qualities of the intellect were bestowed 
on him for cultivation, it is proper that they should not be 
choked by the reugh tares of mere sensual pleasure. 


The people ofthe old world look on a few acres of inheri- 
tance with pious regard. The owner is warmed at the-same 
hearth which gave comfort to his ancestors, and he enjoys the 
shade of the old trecs planted by their care; every thing around 
connects him with the past, keeps fresh in memory the deeds 
and virtues of departed: generations, and cherishes the most 
hallowed feelings of the heart. The same dwelling is to be the 
abode of hia own children, and another tie thus links him to 
thespot; thinking of the past, and locking to the future, feeling 
that the spirits of the dead are watching over their earthly heme, 
aud that the hopes of the living are dependent on his conduct, 
he is ashamed to disgrace his fathers and to blast the character of 
his posterity; and thus has a double incentive to honest and 
generous actions. How different are the circumstances of our 
own country! The policy of the Government, in constantly 
exposing to sale new tracts of land, has lessened the value of 
our soil, aud destroyed those sacred ties which should bind -us 
to our early homes. If a man conld make fifty dollars by the 
contract, he would sell his paternal acres with the bones of 
his ancestors; one place is as dear to him as another, and he 
feels but little regret in leaving forever the scenes of his child- 
hood, and banishing from the mind their sweet associations. 
The moral character of our people is also affected. The faci- 
lity with which persons can emigrate removes from society a 
check on vice and crime; the fraudulent debtor, the house 
breaker, and the assassin, notonly escape the consequences of 
guilt, but, with a little impadence and energy, they acquire 
from the Government valuable possessions. It may be asked, 
should men be forced to cultivate a poor soil, when the rich 
valleys of the Westcan be reached? We must not forget 
that the lands of the old States were once fertile, in their 
virgin condition they. produced most bountifully, and with pro- 
per care would, to this day, have sustained in comfort a nume- 
rous population. But where land is given away by the Go- 
vernment, the agriculturist is cruel and mercenary; he taxes 
its powers to the utmost extent without reparation; and, hav- 
ing drunk its life-blood, he removes to more inviting spots, to 
practise the same unprofitable husbandry. The Arab of the 
desert pitches his tent where he finds green herbage and a 
spring, and, having exhausted these blessings, he flies in search 
of others; so our citizens seem to have no ‘home, ro local at- 
tachments, but go where they can get the most for the present 
time. The consequence is, we have a miserable system of 
agriculture, and the most profuse habits of any people on the 
globe. i 


jt is almost useless to improve the land, or to ornament 
it with elegant and substantial buildings, so probable it is that 
the next generation will leave it to decay. The soil which is 
now considered the best, will in its turn be worn out, and the 
tide ofemigration will flow to newer regions. Where, then, is 
the wisdom ofa policy which impoverishes one section of the 
country, and keeps our people in constant motion? I have en- 
deavored to show that it promotes neither the strength of the 
nation nor the happiness of individuals; thatit retards intellec- 
tual advancement, and banishes some of the finer feelings of 
the heart; and if mere temporary convenience be overlooked, 
and the permanent welfare of the country alons be considered, 
more evil than good will be found attendant on the present sys- 
tem. The public lands should have been brought into market 
gradually, and according to the wants of an increasing popula- 
tion. Had this been done, the old Siates would now have been 
in the highest condition; the wealth and improvement diffused 
over a large surface would heve been concentrated, and mag- 
nificent results would have followed. The people in this ex- 
tensive country would have been made homogeneous; the sur- 
plus of Northern enterprise and industry would have flowed to 
the South; our institutions would have been strengthened, and 
more correct principles and fealings would have existed. 

But whatever may be the effect of this land policy on the ge- 
neral welfare, it has been deeply injurious to the Southern por- 
tion of the Confederacy. An early traveller into North Caroli- | 


na speaks with wonder of its fertility, and the various fruits 


which are spontaneously yielded bythe earth. Now the soil 
worn out, the people are gone, and this young and lovely. land 
is almost in a state ọf desolation. ‘The same remark is appit- 
cable to the whole South; the commerce and manufactures of 
the Northern States, and accessions to their population frorn 
Europe, have saved them from this exhausting procees.. If alk: 
the people bora in North Carolina had remained if its limite, 
our swaiups and low grounds would have rivalled the valley ot 
the Nile in production, and our pine barrens would: have- deen 
flourishing with the vine, the olive, and the mulberry. | We 
have, therefore, reason to complain of the policy of this Qo- 
vernment. Let not gentlémen speak of the nation. -Those who. 
are cortinually prating about the good of the whole, and prc- 
tend to kuow no difference between Massachusetts and Virginia, 
always manage to consider. theix own interests the general wel- 
fare. I, sir, was not sent here to legislate for ali mankind; 
those whom [represent are nearest to my heart; and that land, 
which gave me birth, and has early honored me, is the frst in 
my consideration. Others may act as it pleases them, but F 
will never sustain a policy so detrimental to the people with 
whom Iam connected. g 

If these remarks be unavailing, the patriot should fear for the 
permanence of the Republic, when he thinks ef the enormous 
extent ef its territory. Already have the jarring interests of 
the different parts created violent contests on this floor, and dis- 
seminated through the country the seeds of ill feeling and of 
future strie. New England contends for the protection of-ite 
industry, and the South demands free trade on the gropnd of 
policy and justice. The West talks of seizing the public do- 
main, and the East denounces the act as: plunder and villany. 
The representatives of the nation assémble here to | rovide for- 
the general welfare; but no measure is brought forward, no 

uestion is discussed, no law is passed, which affects all por- 
tions equally, and which is not supported and opposed accord: 
ing to its bearing on sectional. interests. Do gentlemen. wish 
to increase these difficulties? Let us pot deceive ourselves with 
the notion that the charm of our Revolutionary struggles wil! 
last forever; the glories of Bunker’s Hill, of Yorktown, and of - 
King’s Mountain, are the property of the sation, and will be 
dear to the latest prosterity; but these alone cannot keep us 
together; they may satisfy enthusixam, but will not actuate 
statesmen. We must have the same feelings and the same in. 
terests; above all, this Government should abstain from inter- 
fering with local affairs, either for good or evil, i 

The great object ofa American patriot should be to strength- 
en our institutions, . Premature growth in the uman body, 
though it excites the wonder of ail beholders, is too often the . 
cause of early dissolution; the stature and the -limbs exceed the 
strength, and the bright promise of youth is blasted, while those 
who gradually ascend ‘from. the weakness of childhood. will 
surely attain á sound. and healthful maturity. This political 
fabric reared by our fathers is fair to the sight, and ‘we indulge 
the hope thatit will bear the storms of time, and give protec 
tion to future generations; but there is réason to fear that these - 
constant additions will injure the whole structure, and this glo» 
tious work of the Revolution tumble into ruins, from inability 
to susiainits own weight. 

A few days ago, when the bill for the removal of the Chero- 
kees was under discussion, we heard the most pathetic lamen- 
tations over the condition of the poor Indian. The hoarse croak- 
ings of fanaticiam, and the dove- ike accente of philanthropy, 
were joined in the solemn chorus, and one would-have thought. 
that these gentlemen were anxious to surrender the ESEESİONS 
acquired by the cunning of their piousancestors.. Sir, T voted 
for that bill, and I felt indignant at the attempt to set aside a - 
ueaty sanctioned by all the authorities of this Government; but 
now I will join these benevolent gentlemen—I will co-operate 
with the in doing justice to the savage, and in healing the 
wounds inflicted by our fathers. I understand that all these In- 
dian treaties are tainted with fraud, or the poor natives are: . 
forced into compliance with the wishes of our people; let us, 
therefore, strike at the root of the evil; let us, henceforth, ab- 
stain from the purchase of Indian territory; let us keep our ci- 
tizens from encroaching on their possessions, and we shall have 
no more wars, no More “expenditure of blood and treasure” on 
the frontier. Whatsays the gentleman from Vermont, {Mr... 
Evnrert,) who has signalized himself in behalf of the Chero- 
kæs? Willhe accede to thissproposition? Ts he willing to Jet 
the Indians retain the remnant of their property, and to confine 
the white mean in his present borders? Siv, those who groan 
most piteously over Ross and his associates are. eager enough 
to drive or cajole thesavags of the Northwest, and the gentle 
man himself[{Mr. Everett] has offered an amendment to this 
bill, appropriating ten thousand dollars to the laudable pur. 
pose of making treaties with the Indians, that is, of cheating 
them out ef theirlands. I year that this modern philanthropy, 
like the fluid of the thermometer, rises as ‘it approaches the 
South. The new code of morals recognises a difference be 
tween Northern and Southern Indians, and seme gentleman 
may think it politicand sagacious to lay the corner-stone of a 
friendly nation in the heart of the Southern country. We shall 
remember their kindness. r 

It becomes a great people to be just and generous, Our 
fathers found this continent in the possession of a noble race of 
freemen and warriors; by a policy, which I need not designate, . 
the natives have melted away from the face of the earth, and 
to the white man belong the seats of their council-firee, and the 
graves of their ancestors. Without any sacrifice but that of 
avarice and ambition, we might new repair the wrongs. which 
two centuries have been accumulating, by collecting the rem: 
nants of this ill-fated peeple, and guarantying te them the 
country not yet admitted into the Union; by sincerely offering 
the hand of friendship, ana making them acquainted with the 
blessings of Christian. civilization, we might bring into exis 
tence a great empire to check the insolence of too much pros. 
perity, end we should certainly shed on oar countty immortal 
honor by this act of national justice. 

The honorable gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Tromp. 
gon] opposes the bill, because its tendency is to increase the 
strength of the non-slaveholding States, which are already pre- 
ponderant in the Confederacy. I regret the introduction of this 
topic, not that] differ from my honorable friend, for his señti: 
ments bore the impress of truth, but the objections to the. mes- 
gure are so many and powerful, that it is needless to resort to, 
one of an irritating nature. If we ‘oppose the bill on sectional 
grounds, our enemies will support it for the samme reason, and 
its passage will be quick and certain,jas we are already ina 
minority. Ihave, therefore, confined myself to general eot.. 
siderations. ` I have endeavored to discuss the subject in pela” 
tion to-its bearings on the whole country, and hope th those. 
who have to decile the questign will view itin the x i 
of enlarged patxintiem. ie 
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REMARKS OF MR. RANDOLPH, | 
Ov New Jersey. 

A Representatives, May 15, 1838-—The House 
Te he eee Ue Of the. Whole ‘onthe state-of the Union, 


on the “bill to carey into effect an act approved on the 12h 
day of October, 1837, to authorize. the issuing-of Treasury | 
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. Me RANDOLPH of New Jersey, rose and said: Mr-Cnar- 
MAN, being opposed’to the present bill, aud having, voted” 
against the similar one which passed at the spacial’ session, I 
fee] it a duty which I owe-as’ well-to myself as to those Ihave | 
the honor of representing, toembrate the present opportunity, 
the first which severe indisposition atid other uncontrollable 
causes have afforded me, to state. my objections-as well to the 
bill now before the cOmmittee ds to the whole system of which 
this is a material part. ‘he bill now under, consideration. pur- 
orts, by its title, to be intended. shnply “to carry into effect” 
he Treasury note iaw passed in October.. That law autho, 
rized the issue of ten millions of Treasury notes; and’ the prin- 
cipal reason urged forthe: passage of this bill-is, that the whoie 
amount has been issued, and, of course, the whole ‘law carried 
into effect. Why, then, this ‘deceptive: title? Is it intendéd to 
deceive the people as to the real state of: things? Is the Go- 
vernment affraid that the people should know that, having ex- 
haueted one joan of ten millions, (for the issué of Treasury - 
notes ig but a‘loan in disguise,) thay now ask another ten mìl- 
lions? This measure is pressed upon the House with great 
zeal, and extraordinary offor.s are made to procure its immedi- 
ate passage. We are now lezislating undera mandate from 
the Executive; a message not simply. giving us the information, 
of the bankrupt condition of the Treasirry, and asking the Le- 
gislature to provide forthe exigency, but requiring of us to pass 
this bill with all expedition, and urging the tyrant’s plea of ne- - 
ceasity, to preclude deliberation and debate. Sir, when we 
have sunk so low as to. bo the mere registers of Executive ré- 
scripts, we. shall be worthy imitators ofa*corrupt and degraded 
Senate of Rome, and no longer be the Representative of a free 
people. We are urged to: the-inimeidiafe. passage of this bill 
because the Treasury is bankrupt. ` Sir, are there no other 
means to raise the nation from disgrace and ruin? May not a 
loan in name, as well as in fact, be effected, the premium :on 
which would counterbalance the iuterest?. May not the bonds 
due from the United States~Bank be ‘sold; nay, sir, is it not a 
fact, known to the Executive, that that institution 1s ready and 
willing -to pay off those bonds, though not due for months to 
come? Have not the opponents of the Administration, and of 
this bill in particular, on two several occasionssince the com- 
mencement of the present discussion, proposed without debate 
or objection, to authorize & loan or the issuing of a sufficient 
amount of Treasury notes to meet the present exigency of the 
Treasury? Why, then, is the condition of the Treasury 
urged as a reason for immediate action? Is not this used 
as a mere pretext, a-cloak, for other purposes? The Tred- 
sury bankrupil What has reduced it. to that condition? But 


a few monthssince the péople of this great Republic were pros- | p 


perous and happy,-and the national exchequer full to overflow- > 
Ing}. now our currency and exchanges.are deranged, commerce 
and manufactures almost annihilated, and thousands reduced 
from competency to poverty and ruin; and; as a necessary gons, 
sequence, the Treasury’ bankrapt, and, the “ powers that'be’ 
compelled to beg a pittance to keep the wheels of Government 
in motion! Why is this? PR : í ~ 
I confess, Mr. Chairman, for one, I would most cheerfully 
waive all discussion of the cause of our embarrassments, and 
look alone to the remedy proposed. ;'but the glove has been 
thrown down by our opponents ;-and on our arrival here in 
September, fresh from a much injured people, we were met by 
that cold, calculating message, which evinced no sympathy for 
their distress, but kindly informed us that the people were their 
own destroyers, in spite of the*paternal ¢are of the Adminis- 
tration. I thought then, and-still think, that this was sdme- 
thing like adding insult to injury; and that the Representative 
would be recreant to ‘duty who, would not defend his constitu» . 
ents from so foula charge.. At one time we-are told, sir, that 
the cause of our present embarrassment is a mere ordinary re- 
evulsion of trade, brought on by our merchants, and extending 
alike to this country and to Europe; andthe mercantile com- 
munity have cpme in for a large share of censure; they Have — 
been designated on this floor “the most mercenary, if hot the 
most patriotic,” and no effoit.spared to make them the scape- 
goats of the many sins of the Administration. But I had, 
thought that, from the time John Hancock and the merchants - 
of Philadelphia contributed their millions to the cause of A me- 
rican liberty unto the present hour, they had been:the most pa- 
triotic aid enterprising ofour citizens.. Who have done more 
than they to-extend the commerce, the wealth, the honor, arid 
the glory of thé nation? Whose sails have whitened every sea, 
whose vessels displayed our country’s fagin every port? The 
same class who, without causing the embaryassment, are its 
firstand most unfortunate victims. . Nor is it cortect that this 
revulsion extends.to England and other. nations of Europe, and 
arises there, as here, from excessive bank issues.. The asser- 
tion has often been made, but the proof never adduced, because 
it was not to be fourd. Partial embarrassment, doubtless, did 
exist there, yet even this arose from the American trade, and 
extended only to the American houses and those connected with 
them. All our accounts from England and the continent confirm 
this; and, if farther proof were needed, I might refer to the able - 
amphlet of Mr, Horsley Palmer, lately published in London. 
oris it true, sir, that. the embarrassments ia’ Europe arise 
from an overissue of bank paper. That banking capital, as 
well as trade in general, has been increasing in. Eagland for the 
last ten years, is not to be denied; but in the year immediately 
preceding the embarrassments there and here, there wasa de- 
crease of bank circulation. According to the statement ren- 
dered January 26, 1337, by Count d’Argout, governor of the 
Bank of France, the circulation of that institution varied, in 
1835, from two hundred and seven to two hundred and forty- 
one millions of francs; whiist in the year 1836, it was from one 
hundred and ninety-two to two hundred and thirty-one millions 
of francs; “there being'an average decrease in the circulation of 
twelve millions and a haif of francs. And ja June, 1836; the 
aggregate amount of the«circulation of the- Bank of England 
and the several private and joint stock banks was thirty million 
one hundred ani one thousdnd pounds ; whilst in June, 1937, 
their circulation amounted to. twenty-nine million and seventy. 
foyr thousand pounds; showing a decrease of one million and 
twenty-seven thousand pounds sterling. : #3 


At other times it is alleged that our present situation arises 


- than is gensraily imagined 


. through fhe nation, that all offices and honors were the legit- 


-and power, and the. aspirant'was taught to look to him and 


` the Senate, of the Judiciary. 


‘ hands, and quartered themsé!ves upon: the public domain, yet 


-philosopher’s'stone, tbat should transmute to them the golden 
p p à 


- Bank ‘and the currency it furnished. Ki had long stood the 
_balance-wheel of our. mohetary, system, the regulator of ex- - 


` the means and the end stimulate each other, speculation in- 


“AH would certainly desire to see an increase of specie upon 


from over-banking, speculation, and over-irading. Grant, 
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sir, that these.may-have been the immediate causes, yet. the 
inquiry still arises, from whence originated thes causes, and 
how have they 6perat. Lapprehend, siz- that the seeds of 
our disease are discc ble ai d much mora semote period 
g they were sown before and during 
the whole of the late“Admiuistia‘ion, and we are how-reaping 
the abundant harvest. Sir. to promote the élection. of the Jate 
Chief Magiswate, hundreis and thensaads. were aliured by 
flattering promises of promotion to ‘forsake their honest avoca- 

j and. whea the old chief was con- 


ron 
ee 


tions aid turn politicians; 
ducted in triumph. to the Capitol; this army.-of mercenaries 
flocked around him, demanding support... Then, sir, for the 
first. time, it. was openly proclaimed,. from this. Capitol and. 


mate “spoils of victory,” whith belonged to. the victors; then, 
too, was forgotten the maxim, of the old Democracy: Is he | 
honest, is he capable, is he faithful to the Consiizution 2?” and,” 
in i:s place, devotion to ihe President and ali his measures. was 
made ‘the shibdoleth to officé The President, according to the 
theory of the British Constitution, could-do iio wrong, and he 
became the fountain of honor and the. dispenser of patronage 


not to the People for promotion; to obey him and disregard 
the Peop'e. «And, sir, with the aid and advice of the clique that 
surrounded him, no man ever flattered er fed his followers ` 
better than he; their passions, their. prejudices, their interests, 
their credulity, wére all laid in-requisition. To them be ap- 
pealed on every occasion, from the decision of this House, of 
He took the responsibility ; and 
his followers, “ treading in -his footsteps,” plead his illustrious 
example in extenuation of every excess. Sir, the usual cut- 
rent ofsociety was broken up, and men, bankrupt in estate and 
inweputation, were seen ascending the ladder of fame and for 
tune. ` The forms of law and constitution were too slow in 
therr operation, and moh-law and massacre’ became’ the order 
of the day. - Men forgot their, old modes of living, and a kind 
of frenzy, the most unnatural: and fatal, seemed to haye seized 
the community ; and although the wheel of: pretended reform, 
the great Juggernaut of the party; was kept in constant mo-` 
tion, crushing the vanquished by thousands, and providing for 
the ‘faithful, and other thousands toek the Jaw in their own 


still other thousands, like swarms of locusts, poured. in from 
the battle field, and demanded, in threatening shouts, their share 
of the “spoils.” They had been taught to live without means; 
andnow they came sveking at the footstool.of power. for means 
to live. In this-way the public mind. became excited with 
false hopes, and prepared for over-action, or to embark in any 
extravagance, whenever the means should be presented; and 
these, sir, were soon provided. 

It was hardiy to be expected; sir, that an Administration that 
had sought. power in every possible form, descending to offices 
the most titling and insignificant, would not aspire to control 
the vast money power of the country. Accordingly, it sbon 
projecte la grand exploring expedition, ostensibly i search of 
“the better currency,” but. really to. discover and obtain the 


power of our whole monetary sysiem. In pursuance of this 
design, the President began “his“attack ov the United States 


changes, the check to excessive banking, ovcr-trading, and spe- 
culation; but these its virtues weré eviis in- the eyes of, those 
who sought its overthrow, ‘Attack succeeded attack, until at 
length “the monster’? tottered and féll; “One of the means used 
far its destruction was the removal of the deposiies; in violation 
of law and in disregard of the National Legislature; and-these, 
as part of the “spoils,” were’ distributed amongst some ninety 
banks, which were urged by tie Secretary, and by the Presi- 
dent himself; to increase their discounts and circulation on the 
faith of the public deposites, and thus prevent any difficulties 
that might arise from’ the necessary contraction of the United 
States Hank. And it is alleged, on the authority. of Mr. Gaila- 
tin, the: when the New York deposite banks deeried it prudent 
to stop further issues, they were directed by thé Secretary to 
continue their expansion, or yielélup the deposizes to more obe- 
dient institutions, Thus, sir, commenced the business of over- 
banking, one of the alleged causes of our present condition. 
But not only werethe deposite banks required to extend their 
circulation, but the States were incited to titutions that 
should takethe place ofthe National Bank. Whoever will take 
the trouble to examine the columus of the Globe, and other 
leading journals of that period, will find that the different State 
Legislatures, a- majority of whose members, in nearly every. 
State inthe Union, were.of the party, were constantly and ear- li 


. nestly urged, and almost commanded, to attend to what the 


Globe called “the business of creating State banks.” From 
January, 1830, to December, 1838, the number of banks was * 
increased trom 330, with a capital of $145,192,268, to 677, with 
146 branches, and a capital of $376,421,168. During the same 
period the Administration Legislature of New Jersey chartered 
some fifteen or. sixteen banks, increasing the banking capital 


` of the- State froma little over two to near eleven millions.- 


Several of these banks were creaied by party votes for party 
purposes; but candor requires me to add, ihat in this State, as 
doubtless was the case in others, some of the opponents of the 
Administration too. willingly. followed the recommendation of {; 
the Globe, and joined in aiding the great increase of bank j| 
paper, and in the delusive schemes of speculation which this |i 
expansion engendered; they doubtless contributed to the evil, f 
though they had not the power, as had-their adversaries, to {! 
prevent it. Ait at ae oe } 

Thus, str, the measures of the Administration first prepare |! 
the men and the public mind in géveral for over-action and Ji 
speculation, and the means by which they may be conducied; 


eréases, and this increases the demand for bank facilities, and- |} 
this demand is farther satisfied by the passage of the.gold bill, . 
andthe large importations of specie. The former, by depre- -|i 
ciating our coin, and thus rendering the comparative value of 
gold about two anda half per cent. more in this country than 
in Barope, caused a large amount of the precious metal to he 
imported; and to this amount the hard-money mania, of the 
Administration added, to the injury of the claimants, the. 
French and Neapolitan. Indemuilies, So that in the’ years 


1834, 75, and "6, the importations of specie amounted to |} 


$43,2090,451—more than double the: usnal amount; then was 
first erected that golden ido!, which is now mingled in our cup 
ofafitiction; of which the people.are drinking the very dregs. 


proper principles; bat even gold may be bought too dear, and 
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- as tha: uf England. 


t commodations, required to 


i that single article 


- city of the deposite banks to regulate 


~ banks aboat one-eleventh of their debts; since the Is: 


isso bought when its influx disarranges trade and: unsetiles.a. 
quiet state of affaits, -Buta.small-ainount of ‘this.Jarge specie. 
importation was seen ‘flowing “Up the “Mississippi,” or gite 
tering throagh the inierstices-ef the long. silken: purses * as had. 
been promised. Being too valuable for circulation, it Was-con- 
veyed as mer handiseto the vaults of the banks, there. tobe- 
‘come the basis of from three to ten. times its amount in paper 
money.. Thus speculation was-excited.to the, highest possible: 
pitch; towns and cities. were laid’ out, which wHLnot be built” 
up-in a thousand years; millions.of acres. of the public dumain 
were bought and sold, which will not-be peopled for ages; all 
dabbled io the- bright schemes of the day, from the highest Go: 
veriiment officers down to the humblest individuals. City. vied. 
with city, town with town, and man with man, iw the extent 
‘of their d lusive-daiing; splendid fortunes wete made iù a day, 
‘and, as it had long before been predicted, an unnatural state of 
society and the extrere of- extravagance succeeded, which was 
fed by. immense importations—the over-trading complained 
of as the cause of the present evi.. The country, to -a` casual 
observer, appeared to be enjoying wnexampled prosperity; and: 
the people were taught so to“ believes and to ascribe unmea .. 
sured glory to the Administration. a 
Having shown, Mr. Chairman, what were and what were 
not the causes of our embarrassment, let. us next inquir into 
the opera‘ion and effect of those.causes. Overirading created a 
heavy debt in Europe, which was increased by the importation 
of speci: and the operation of the-gold bill, in depreciating: the 
coin; -n changing our standard from silver to gold, the same” 
I The specie imported from England alone : 
during ihe years 1834, ’5,.and.’6, amounted to $8,954, 13]—more 
than fur times as much as had been imported in the preceding: 
twelv. years; and from March to Noveniber, 1836, the bullion 
of the Bank of England was reduced. three million eighty-one 
thousand pounds sterling, nearly one-half its- whole amount, and 
leaving much Jess in its vaults than had -been there in ‘many 
years. England.and the bank became alarmed, panic-struck, 
and the American merchants there wer: refused the usual ac- 
pay up former advances; they were 
consequently compelled to suspend business, and press their ` 
debtors inthis country for immediate paymént. . In this critical 
state of things, 1 cannot forbear noticing, Mt; Chairman, the ins ` 
sidious efforts made.in England, and by. American citizens, too, 
(we.are told, in imitation of the Administration press here ‘and 
iis leading supporters,)to impair the credit’ of our merchants 
and institutions there, and thus to increase “the panic and dis- 
tress; nor will I forbear, sir, adding my hurtible commendation 
of the noble effort made-in London to disabuse the public mind, 
by a gallant officer of the-navy,-a citizen.and resident of the 
State I have the honor in part to ropresent,- This state of 
things in England materially lessened the demand for Ameri- 
can produce, and of course its price, exceptas to such articles 
as, owing to a failure of crops, we were unsupplied with. Cot- 
ton alone, ordinarily amounting (o one-half of our exports, de- 
}reciated in price more than fifty per cent.; making a loss on 
offrom twenty to thirty millions of dollars, 
Another result was the rise of foreign exchange, and conse- 
qneuily the price, and exportation of specie to" iy off our fo- 
reign debt, Domestic exchange of course soon became derang» 
ed, and this derangement was increased by the“unskilful mode . 
of distributing the surplus amongst the States, and the incapa- 
exchanges... The foreign 
demand for exchange and specie became excessive; exchange 
on London Tose to twenty-two per cent. and specie to twelve 
per cent. premiam; and this demand was met by the operation - 
of the speciecireular, issued and still continued in 
Congress and the people, and of. every, sound'pri 
carried coin westward, when the course of ‘trade. i -for it 
eastward. Thus was created a double run for sp on the 
Atlantic banks, which, in order to save themselves’ and the 
country, were compelled to suspend specie payments. “And 
thus, sir, the bubble burst, and spread bankruptcy: and ruin’ 
throughout the country; and the golden dreamsof the Adminis- 
tration and its deluded victivas vanished, like “some. beautiful 
mirage, leaving only the arid plains or turbid waves behind. - 
The ‘suspension and ‘non-resumption of specie payments by. 
the banks have drawn upon them much odium and censure, 
and some effort has been made to excite popular. indignation. 
azainst them, although the suspension is now acknowledgéd by 
ail intelligent and candi men to have been a prudent and. ne- 
cessary measure Sir, Ihave not now, and never have had, the 
smallest interest in any bauk whatever; I never asked of them 
a favor or owed them a dollar or’a sympathy, beyond what 
justice and the best'interest of my country required. Yet, sit, 
iwillnot stand by and. see them assailed for political effect, 
without attempting to do them justice. Sir, the war upon the 
currency, and the proceedings which flowed out of it, com- 
pelled the banks either to suspend, or curtail all aceémmoda- 
tions, and require immediate payment, in specie, of alldues. 


‘The goiden rule only required of them to pay the same kind of 


currency thal they received or demanded, and itia like manner 
required:the people to pay the same kind which they demand- 
ed. The Secretary of the Treasury, in his report, makes the . 
loans, circulation, and deposites of the several banks in the 
United States, prior and subsequent to the suspension, as fol- 


lows, Viz. 4 
1837. Loans. Circulation. Circulation 

f and deposite. _ 

January 1, $522,891,461. $151,308120 $80,971,216 
July l, 502,057,093 117,764,759 211,521,236 
Decrease, $20,334,368 $33,543,361 ` 869,449,980 


This statement shows that, since. the suspension, the banks 
have paid offabout one-fourth of their debts, consisting of eir- 
culation and deposites, whilst the people have only paidto the 
of Jul 
there has been a considerable decrease on both sides. A shallow A 
effort has beéa made to show that, whilst those to whoop} the ~ 
banks are indebted are the people, those who owe the banka are 
not the ‘people. The fact is, the large dealer who owes.a bank has 
the amount due him from smaller dealers, and they expect tore: .. 
ceive their amounis in the small sums due them from all Classes - 
of the community. The banks, since the suspension, bave 
heen prudent, and contracted their circulation; whereas, durin, 
the suspension of 1816, the circulation was greatly eruanded, 
and ofcourse became.depreciated. . The statement also evinces. ~ 
that the banks are perfectly sound, andthat it would be. to their’. 
interest to restums-at the. earliest piossible period that it could 
he safely and permanently done. They have ño motive to 
favor a National Pank, which it is said might crush any of 
them; but their interests are adverse, and arise principally 
from the extent of their circulation. It is not to be presumed 
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ve entirely guildess of the over-banking; having no 


that they d osing unduly stimulated, then too ilindly followed 


check, at 


the ignis fuluus of the Administration, and have becume the |} 


vistims.of their’ credulity. : Lf, instead of suspending specie 
payments, the- banks-had attempted to sustain themselves-by 
curtailing their discounts, and calling in their debis in specie, 
‘much greater would have been the distress throughout 

the commoanity;and yet their efforts must have eventuated in 
suspensioi. > 

4 Why ii ney not resume, then? Becattse the Government, 
so far Troin aiding them, impairs public confidence in them. 
Whether they resume or npt, Government will not taxe their 
paper; the people would rationally. couclude thai, if Govern- 
ment refuse their paper, there musi be something Wrong about 
them, and they, t-o, would refuse to: take, oy at least to retain, 
their paper; and a resumption, under this staie of feeling, 
would be followed by constant demands for specie, until ther 
last dollar was gone, or they be. g led again to suspend. 
In 1816, the Secretary of the “Treawar ued: a general circu- 
lar, proposing to receive in 


; Ay MENT © public dues the noies 
of such banks as should resume by a stated period; and al- 
though the banks were then ina much worse condition than 
now, by this oper: Confidence of the Government they were en- 
abled to resume; aad had the Secretary pursued a similar 
course in the present exigency, the suspension might long 
since have terminated, The Secretary understands this per- 
fectly well; and in his private letters, to. influence the New 
York bank convention, acted upon the principle for. which I 
contend. - If his private letters would, in his opinion, induce the 
New York banks to resume, what would. not; according to the 
same opinion, a public circular have effected? Why, then, 
this private tender of confidence to a sew, instead of an open, 
manly course to all? If, instead. of passing the Treasury note 
Dill, in October, a loan had been effected, and a general circular 


similar to that of 1816 issued, the former would have reduced , 


the forcign exchanges and ‘specie to pai, the Jatier restored 
confidence, and the: banks -might very probabiy have resumed 
before Christmas, , Haye wa not ‘then, sir, a right to conclude 
that the Government, to forward some simster desiga, perhaps 
the establishment of.a ‘Treasury bank, are opposed in fact to a 
resumption? Sir, in your search for a beter currency, you 
have rooted. out the old principles of Government, doubled 
our expenses, derange | our currency, overthrown onr trade, 


broken upthe exchanger, and upturned the very condition of 


society; aud when the people complain, they are treated wih 
scor; and, when they answer at the ballot-box, are taunted 
withbank influence; from that cordon of banks, tco, whose 
potency contributed not a litle to the elevation of him who 
taunts. Sir, it was ungrateful thus : 

—“to turn his back unon them, 

Scorning the base degrees by which he did ascend.” 


Sir, the measures of the Administration having brought us 
to what we are, we have pressed upon us an untried ex- 
periment, of which the bill before us is a material part. 
A divorce is demanded from all banks Sir, you woved them 
and won them; and, belore you ask a divorce, restore them to 
their purity, and the country to what you found it, > 

The remedy proposed'is a hard money system, aided by Trea- 
sury notes, the revenue to be receivable in these only, and kept 
by the officers of. Government, instead of being deposited, I 
am opposed, sir, to the system, and to every part of.it, and to 
this bill in particular, without which, in my humble judgment, 
it cannot bë- sustained. I will vote for any loans or supplies 
that may be necessary, and J donot desire to embarrass the Qo- 
vernment; but the gooner it is brought upon a level with the 
people, and compelled to take the same kind of racney they 
take, the sooner will it aid the people and the banks in resuming 
confidence and specie payments; and so Jong as the Govern- 
ment can obtain Treasury notes it wiil coutinue its plan, hos- 
tile to the banking and credit system of the country. We had 
an instance of this, sir, in the catl for the special session; the 
people represented their grievances, and . petitioned in vain for 
such call: but when the Government became jeducert to the 
same condition as the people, the President issued his procla. 
mation. A loan could only be obtained in the currency of the 
country; and if compelled to resort to this, instead of Treasury 
notes, the Government would of necessity add their inflnence 
and energy to the eflorts of the banksand the people lo cause a 
general resumption of specie payments, and a restoration of the 
community to their former vizov ard prosperity. the Go- 
verhient and the people are oue, subject to the, same destiny, 
aud must have the same currency: two can no more exist at he 
game time, than opposite streams orcurrents of air in tre same 
space. 
credit and confidence of the peopie, r the people must be laced 
up to.the scanty hard money system of the Government. The 
centroversy is between ` Government and its system, 
and the people aud their system. Sir, we neither have 
nor Can retain in the country a sufficient amount of specie to 
carry out the Government plan. The report of the Secretary 
shows about thirty-five millions in bank; and, as there is but 
little in circulation, there is probably not over fifty or sixty.mil- 
lions now inthe country, instead of seventy or eighty tillions, 
as has been represented. Forty millions has heretofore-been the 
usual amount estimated to be in the country. Suppose, how- 
ever, we can in future average fifty millions; the Government, 
its agents, add brokers, will require at least twenty; as much 
more will be necessary lor change and. circulaticn, and you 
leave only about‘ten milliohs as the basis for all bank issues; 
consequently; you contract our whole circulation to some fiiy 
or sixty millions—about a third’or a fourth of its usual and ne- 
cessary amount; add if you take, asa part ofthis scheme, the 
Dxeposition to prohibit the issue of bank bills under the deno- 
mmihation of twenty dollars, you éontract the circulation still 


its 
mô) 


such a measure; they are led away with the minimum five 
pound ahd hundred franc notes of- the. Banks of togland and 

tance. ` Such a ineasure,.if generally adopted, would com- 
pel every country bank in the nation to wind up its business; 
for it is a fact well known, that, wisllst the profits of the city 
banks arise, In a gréat degree, from their deposites, the country. 
banks look for. tha: object to the'extent of their circu'ation; and 
if they are not peimitied to issue bills of less denomina ion 
than twenty dollars, their’ bills, instead of entering into the 
Beneral circulation of the community, Will go at ence imta the 

ands of the large dealers, from them to .the city banke, and 
Trom them back to the i 
Terki a tiyculation of. suffi 
peopie ds this Ý 


jent amount to be profitable.. The 
ntis, thelr hubite, and circumstances, are very 


The Government must couse down lo the system of 


Gentlemen surely cannot see the evil that would arise from 


ers, sO that they “will be, unable to` 


diferent from those of England and France, and require a 
much larger proportion of small money or change; here:all 
have money constantiy on hand, to @ large or small amount 
there millions are always penniless. Besides, England and 
France are old and rich, possessing an immense auount of 
solid capital; the wealth of the Indies and.the world -has been for 
centuries pouring into their bosom; whilst ours is but a new 
country, Whose capital is her credit, whose wealth the enter- 
prise an? intelligence-of her sous. Nor is it correct, sir, as has 
been argued, that the amount of speci ncy may be 
inereased by our increasmg want of + Specie is 
either used as a currency Ts 
quantum asa currency depends or the laws of ade and com- 
merce, as merchandise on the principle of demand and supply. 
Increase yout demand, that is, pay more for it than itis worth 
for eirculation, and you increase the article as merchandise, 
but, at the same time, you decrease even the present supply as 
a currency. You may dam the Mississippi, and thus. incre 


i article. ; 
san article of merchandis 


Cc 


the quan'iiy of water above, but, in su doing, you ebstruct the. 


current, and render comparatively useless that increased quan- 
tity; and this has been the great and fatui crror of the late Admi- 
nistration, in forcing specie into this country to a greater 
amount than by the laws of trade we are entitled to or could 
retain. Sir, I desire to see our specie basis enlarged, but upon 
proper principles, or it becomes us useless as the gald of Midas. 
Che important ef ct ofthe scheme of the Goverpment would 
be to weaken and eventually to destroy y credit and bank- 
ing system: By collecting the dues of the Government in spe 
cie and Treasury notes only, they became more valuable than 
paper; and the fact of the Government refusing Grtake bank 
notes creates a distrust of their souncness in the public mind; 
andthe people, as far as practicable, wi!l pursue the course of 
the Government, and refuse them also; or, if they are received, 


they are. paid away as soou as possible, whilst specie is hoard- 
ed. bus the operation of the scheme will be to lessen the is- 


sue. of bank notes, to return them in bank the souner, to 
withdraw from the banks and circulation large amounts of spe- 
cie, and thus atly reduce the total amount of currency, and 
of course materially impair, if not entirely destroy, our whole 
titaud banking system. Sir, this system is of old standing, 
and associated with the dearest interesis of cur country, When 
ihe pilgrim fathers sought a refuge here, they brought with 
them but little gold and silver, and they needed but little; their 
own right arms supplied their wants; but these wants in- 
creased much faster than their means of supplying them, until 
at length they were compelled to resort to the credit, and event- 
ually to the banking.system. And this system, sir, has made us 
what weare. It sustained our fathers through their colonial 
dependence and the trying scenes of the Revolution; it-raised the 
Government from bankruptcy and distress to wealth and happi- 
ness, cemented the Union, projected and completed: our great. 
works of internal improvement, and erected our- seminaries.of 
learning and science; and this, sir, is the system which-is fo. be 


. crushed by ‘the proposed.experiment. Sir, our, wholé system, 


social and political, is one of mutual confiderice and credit;.and 
I would wam gentlemen to beware, lest when they wrest from 
its base a main piliar of that fair fabric, they do not commence 
an operation that will crumble the whole edifice to ruins, and 
reduce a free people toa state ef barbarism ; when all confi- 
dence in wealth, or virtue, or human right, will rest in boltsand 
bars, and ali law and order be superseded by the unbridled sway 
of the sward. Look at the effect of this scheme, sir, upon pro- 
perty; reduce the currency toa third ora fourth, and property 
and labor are reduced in the same proportion; he who js now 
in debt but for a third or fourth of his farm will be a bankrupi; 
and the poor man who now earns a competence, nnist labor for 
a shiling; and whiist yon thus decrease the value of property 
and labor, you add three or four fold to the means of the broker, 
the uote shaver, and the man of ready money, and-enab‘e them, 
through forced sales, to become the great landholders of the 
country—not the powerless rag barons, but the potent hard mo- 
ney barons uf the day. You thus make the rieh richer and 
the poor poorer, p OuUrcurrency, paralise our enterprise, 
impede the ma ‘mind and wither the prosperity of the 
country; you- place the people, as it were, under an exhausted 
receiver, and then bid them live and flon The incensistent 
projects of the Government, in first causing an excessive ex- 
pansion of the currency, and then a contraction te almost no- 
thing, remind one of gians who believe that the 
pains of imu t being compelled to inhabit 
someé comet, where at one moment the sufferer. will be burnt 
toa cinder in the sun, and atthe next frozen to an icicle im the 
rayless régions of space. 

I believe, Mr, Chairman, that, with some improvements as 
to the specie basis,and to prevent the frauds. of directors, our 
credit and banking system is the best that has yet been devised 
for a free and enterprising people. “It is better than the plan of 
Amsterdam, which hasall the evils ofa: paper money, without 
any ofits benefits; better than the Scotch land-security system, 
which affords only an ircedcemable paper currency. 


ia fact, trade on the Government money, as has been alleged; it 
is but a mere exchange of credit and confidence—the banks 
taking the credits which the Government has, and. giving their 
own credit in piace ofthem; and whether the Government cre- 
dits consist of paper or specie, it makes but little difference; for, 
after all, itmust rest upen mere confidence somewhere. 
cao: individuahze the Government, and suppose it to hold-its 
revenue in its right hand; it must place i: in bank, or individu: 
al deposite, and receive in lieu cf it only the credit or confi- 
dence in him who takes thedeposite. And the objection.of an 
excess of paper money comes with ill grace from those whe 
how propose, by this bill, to add to that excess ten millions of 
Government-paper. | Nor does the constitutional objection. to 
the creation or receiving a national currency come with better 
grace from the friends of this bill. H the Government has the 
Constitutional power to authorize A B (its Treasurer) to issue 
paper money, it has also the power to authorize A: B and Co, 
to do the same.thing;. for if the Constitution gives a power, the 
mode of itscxecution is a mere question of expediency. Hav- 
ing, however, no doubts in my own mind on this subject, I 
leave the parallel cases to those” T 


— "who can a hair divide, ioc 
Between its north and northwest side.” 


It ig not to be denied, sir, that Government has the abstract 


right or power to collect its revenue in specie. It may te 
= Well to 
giant.” - 
from. 

There i 


I deny the moral right of the Government to abstract 
‘ulation s0 much specie as will derange the currency: 
a general and a special property in specie, as jn ile. 


„Itis ho. 
~ monopoly, for-all may becomestockholders. - Nordo thebanks. 


You | 


ave a giant’s strength, but tyrannous te use itlikea | 


be 
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air we breathe; or- the stream that irrigates’ our meadows, or 
machinery; and the Government like its'eitizens: is 
morally bound by that principle which, requires us’ <6cto/nge 
our own righis as not toimpair the rights of others, i89- 
tionable as the abstract right af the Government isto select itg 
kind of currency, and the. mode of its custody, if 
so than the rights of States, corporations, and indiv 
the same™subjeci: and suppose they, too, Were. 
Government plan, and recelve nothing butsped 
ho.es; establish their own independent treasurics, 
vaulis, and, safes; a.d iron chests; what.abeayit 
things we should soon have! Every depart 
hound up and paralyzed by our ow’ folly, 
tical and social machine entirely stopped” 
absurd and: antagonistic’ principle into is’ eve 
motiiu! Why, the mere private deposites alone. ac 
thé -late report of the Secretary, amount 10-8127,597 
double our whole amount of specie; and ifthe depos 
to adopt the Government scheme, aiid attempt. to- witha 
this sum from the banks, and place it in their own ite, 
their own, independent treasuries, what would 


mig 


in comparison with the thousands of milions requir 
business of the. People, what is the twenty or thirty 
Government revenue, that the former. should be“ 
give a security tothe latter? A security | No, sir; dhe mo 
unsafe. system for the public revenue ever devised 5a syster 
exposed to loss from defaulters, from accident, “from Dery, 
elopement, and from every possible source; and the President 
but mocks the People. with his taunts about the comparativo 
safety of the public vaults, and the security arising, fri 
fact of the whole revenue amounting to only thirty ih 
dollars‘to each, receiver and collector; as if the sa 
revenue consisted in the “bars and hols that-confires 
not in’ the cénfidence in those who possessed the ineans to uu- 
Jock and dissipate thë unsunned treasure; oras ifa mere arith- 
metical division, without one in fact, ofthe publi¢ money, 
would add touts security in New York and otherp! ces, where. 
it is amasved in millions! $ ae 
One ‘objection more, Mr. Chairman, andl. have'dones The 
pioposed scheme will add immensely to the expense aud power 
‘of the’ Federal Government. What nay be „the object of ihe 
Administration is not for me to says it may be: pure apd pas , 
triotic; but, if so, why keep aloof from. the banks and business. 
of the. people? Why not lend ‘them your ‘countenance: i 
open and manly form? Why not repeal the Specie Ciy t? 
hy not adopt, at once, the resolutions which have been offered 
in this House and in the Senaie sor these objects? Ahy 
vote them “down by party votes? If the object of the. original, 
hostility against the banks and currency was:to obia We) 
may .we not conclude that ‘that is still, the ect? ent 
lying like an’ incubus upon the: busines: the’ con 
discrediting bank. papér, you! may. crush.the, State banks, and , 
substitute a grand Treasury bank? And (hus, by-acquiring the: 
expanding, and contracting, and. controlling power of the cur- 
rency, you have in your hands the. entire money power, with 
all its evils. ‘The bill of October authorized “the issue of 
Treasury notes; this, m effect, authorizes the reissuc; butone 
step more, and you have a regular ‘Treasury bank of issue; 
another smal{ supplement, to. carry thesé acts “into 
and you have the whole—a bank of discount aml deposit ty) 
itis idle to tell us that the banking power must be subject orbe” 
Government, to prevent the. Government being subject toi; 
such an absurdity was never heard of until the late sirife.be-. 
tween the Guvernmentand the banks. No, sir, let there bea 
divorce—a_ divorce of the Government and the mney power. 
So fearful were the statesmen’ who formed the Constitunon oi. 
‘this point, that they prohibited the Senate, from originating. a 
moncy bill, because it exercised a ‘part:of the Execs 
-et; but so much have we. degeneraied, that we now.) 
place the whoie money power, not with ‘the Senate, buy 
the Presidentatone; in the bands of one men, whose subaltern 
officer, daring to be honest, may, according to the docirite of 
tie day, be stricken down at the im id superseded by 
one who ` 
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rent, a 


“Wil crook (he pliant hinges of the nee, 
: Where thrift will follow fawning.” 
Sir, the Democracy in which I was nurtured taught me to 
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REMARKS CF MR. SHIELDS, 
; a4 . : 
|. Or T EANESSEE, eee id 
In the House of Representatives, Wednesday, Funes, 1833— 
On ibe bil from “ibe Senate to divide the Territory of Wis- 
conein, and to establish the Terris. Government of Iowa, 
Mr. SHIELDS said ihat it had founed ny part-of his. expecta- 
tion whatever, toaddre:s the House on the subject. of this bill, . 
nor did he ‘then intend tv attempt any thing like a.speech; but 
being incidentally etitied to the floor,* he would take the occa: 
sion to express briefly a few of the. reasons that would. induce 
him-to vote for the bul! on 1s passage. ; why 
This bill, Mr. Speaker, seid Mr. S provides for the division 
of Wisconsin Territory, and for the establishment of a separa- 
Territorial. Government in. Iowa, The object of the bil he 
said, wasjnsirictaccurdance wiih “safe precedents,” and: pe- 


: cessary ta the welfare ofthe people in. that portion of Wiscon- 


sin which lies west of te Mississippi r'ver; und he did not con- 
sider the questionas.to the annexation Of Texas, that had beer 


* Having moved the ad jouremient the: evening Previos 


` Much greater 


. gaid, that it meted out even-handed ‘justice to all, 


June, 1838. i 
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Tncrease of the Army—Mr. Williams. 


H. of Reps. 


i sterday by the gentleman from- South: Carolina; 
Raar a] at altiovoived in the success or defeat of this 
measure, or in any of its provisions. He found, on. examina- 
tion, that as early as the year 1800 the Northwestern Territory 
(which then comprised alt that section of country northwest of 
the river Ohio, east of the Mississippi, and west of the States of 
Pennsylvania and New York, to our northern boundary) was 
divided inio two separate Territories. The newly constituted 
Territory carved out: of the then. Northwestern Territory was, 
asis well known, called the Territory ofIndiana. (Land Laws, 

451, sec.1) This Territorial Governinent of indiana’ was 
to go into r D 4 : 
so soon as “satisfactory evidence should be given to the Go- 
vernor thereof that such was the wish of a majority of the, free- 


‘holders, notwithstanding. there might not be therein five thou- 


sand free male inhabitants of the uge of twenty-one years and 
upwards.” Here were two Territorial Governments existing 
at the same time in the same district of country, divided only by 
an imaginary line, one of them having a population of less than 
five thousand free males of and above the age of twenty-one 

ears. The Northwestern Territory still continued. under.a 
Perritorial Government until it was crécted-into a State in 1803, 
three years after.the division had taken piace. (Land Laws, p. 


474.) The Indiana, Territory was divided, and the Territory of ` 


Michigan formed therefrom. in 1805. And in 1809 Indiana was 
again divided, and the separate Territory of Mlinois.constituted, 
while Indiana herself was not admitted into the Union on an: 
equal footing with the other States until December, 1816; there 
being'thus two Territorial Governments contiguous to each 
other for four years, and (hree ef those Govérnments, under the 
guardianship of the Genera! Government, in the same relation 
to cach other for the term of seven years. (Land Laws, pp. 514 
and 718.) a kno 5 
enjoyed the benefit uf a separate Territorial Government for 
some time before the State of Michigan was admitted into the 
Union; and the delegate from Wisconsin had his seat here while 
Michigan was stilla Territory. This much he had thought pro- 
per to observe in reply to the allegationso frequently made yes- 
terday, that it had not been usual to. constitute separate Terri- 
torial Governments contiguous td each other in the same sec- 
tien of country; and that few instances had occurred, it had 
been said, of dividing a Territory, except for the purpose of 
forming and'admitting a State into the Union The reverse he 
found to be true, As far as’ the authority. of precedents could 
go to eslablish the propriety of the course sought to be pursued 
by the Government ih the, proposed measur, he thought it suf- 
ficiently ample. ‘The action of the General Government in like 
cases had been uniform. Whenever it had appeared to be ne- 
ceseary for the happiness, welfare, and convenience ofany por- 
tion of sur citizens residing in dista:.t pirts of our Territories, 
jt has been the benign policy of the Federal Government to ex- 
tend to them the benetils, blessings, and protection of civil go- 
yernment. Indced, it was necessary lor the ao and protec- 
tion of our right to and possession of the soil itself. A 
Surely, said Mr. S. a good case had been made out in. the 
resent instance. The Territory “of Wisconsin embraced one 
of the most extensive, rich, and fertile sections of country 
within the limits of the. United. tates, with a population of 
more than fifty thousand souls. ` It was something like a thou- 
gand miles in length from east10 west, and éight hundred in 
width, comprehending an area equal in extent to that of some 
three or four of the largest States‘in the Union. Two-thirds of 
its inhobitants-and the greater portign of its territory Jay west 
of the Mississippi, which was to be the boundary when the pro- 
oged division should take place between the new Territory of 
owa and Wisconsin- This river, and the great distance to be 
travelled over in.traversing this country, formed a very con- 
siderable barrier to the intercourse of the citizens, and pariicu- 
larly to their association together under one local-Government, 
were these embarrassments to the citizens of 
Wisconsin than those of a similar kind which had been en- 
countered in any of the instances he had cited. . And the popu- 
lation which was embraced in the proposed Territory. was more 
thantriple-in.aumbers to that-required in the formation of other 
Territorial Governments, For his part- he did not see how’ tha 
jrotecti¢n asked for. could, be. withheld without doing manifest 
injustice to a very considerable and meritorious portion of our 
fellow-citizens,. The chief boast of our Government-was, he 
Asto the 
objection that. it would lead to the more speedy erection ofa new 
State, he did not consider that now properly open to discussion, 
at least if it be applied to the formation of a State east 
of the Mississippi. This bill, however, did not propose to 
change the government in any part of the Wisconsin: Ter- 
ritory, or to provide any form for its future government 
after it shall cease to be under a ‘Territorial Government; it 
merely gave additional facilities and conveniences to her citi- 
zens under the form of Government. that now exists there. 
Every question which is now open will-still be open, notwith- 
standing this bill shail become a law._’ He conceived the ques- 
tion as to the erection of a State east of the “Mississippi out of 
that part of this Territory which was once included in the 
Northwestern Territory, assettled,and, indeed, not open for con- 
trovexsy. tw dit: 
pel that the territory so ceded, of which this is @ part, 
should be.laid out and formed into States containing a-suitable 
extent ofterritory, not less than one hundred nor more than one 
hundred and fifty miles square, or as near thereto as circum- 
stances would admit; and that the States so-formed should ‘be 
distinct Republican: Siates, &c. (Land Laws, 


mendation of Congress, revised their act of cession so far as to 


empower Congress to make such a division of the said Territory — 
into disinct and Repyblican States, not more than five nor less | 


than three in number, as the situation of the country and future 
Circumstances might require, and, at the same time, recognising 
and confirming, as far as-their act could do so, the ordinance of 
Congress of the 13:h July, 1787, for the government of the Ter- 
ritory northwest of the river Ohio. (Land Laws, p. W19 It 
was also stipulated in the ordinance of Congress, and the act. of 
Virginia above cited, that whenever. any of the- States (to be 
formed out-of the Northwestern. Territory) should have sixty 
thousand free inhabitants therein, such-State should be admit- 
ted by its delegates into the Congress of the ‘United States, on 
-an equal footing wich the original States in all respects what- 
ever, and should be at liberty to form a permanent constitution 
and State Goyernment. (Land Laws p.-101.) 
‘These. stipulated regulations, he believed, had so far been ad- 
hered to. FourStates hadalready been formed out of that Ter- 
yitory,and there was yet remaining a quantity of territory suf- 


fieient fortnother State... -Tt would be time enough to consider | 


operation, says the act constituting. that Territory, 


Mr. S. also said it was well. known that Wisconsin - 


-By the cession act of Virginia, it was conditioned ex. ° 


z aws, p. 98.) On the | 
30th December, 1788, the Legislature of Virginia, on the recom- ~ 


“the obligations that Congress may be under: to admit a new 


State in that quarter into the Union, when its inhabitants shalt 
presenta republican form of government, and.show that they 
have the requisite number ef inhabitants. Some of the metitur 
tions in the States heretofore formed out of the: territory of 
which he had been speaking, differed very materially from in- 


stitutions in the South, to which he was more. particularly at- 


tached. But that question’ was not involved in the passage of 


“this bill. Fle-considered the pecpie “wést and east of the Mis- 


sissippi river, in the Territory of Wisconsin, as standing on & 
very different footing with regard. to this.question, which. was 
an argumens in favor of the division, So.far as the great fights: 
of the peopls-of the different.sections of this Union -were con- 


cerned, he would adhere to the. solemn compacts which had ~ 


beeh entered into, and plant himself for the defence of those 
rights on constitutional guaranties. è 
of the Mississippi shall ask to be admitted into the Union, and 
@ State is to be erected; ihen the question mooted by the gentle- 

man from South Carolina [Mr. THospsox] on yesterday would, 
be proper and open fairly for discussion. Unul then, the peo- 

ple ofthe Territory enjoyed the-same rights properly, that we 

of the South do on that subject. He thought it would-be a 

subject of choice.with those interested in the two Governments 

at the time the State shal! seék to.be admitted into the Union. 
He should so regardit: The other question also mooted by the’ 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr..T.] did not come property 

within the scope ofthis discussion. He meant the question of 
the annexation of Texas to the. Federal Union. He allowed no 

man to surpass him in zeal,.in advocating the propriety of the 

annexation of that Republic to the United States. -He thought 

we were morally, socially and politically bound to extend the 
benefits and. blessings of our form of government to that gallant 

people. And thetime, ñe said, was not distant when the refu- 

sal to admit that State into the Union would be regarded by all 

parties, throughout this wide-spread Contederacy, as THE GREAT 

BRRoR‘of the American people. He-wonld net, however, in-` 
tude this subject into the discussion, but satisfy himself by say- 

ing, he, was the advocate of the proposed annexation on all 

suitable occasions. ode 


It seemed tohim the provisions of the bill presented strong ` 


claims to our favorable consideration, in what, point of view 
svever it might be examined: the vast extent of territory em- 
byaced—capable of being framed into several States—exceed- 
ingly ferule, witha rapidiy increasing population; its popula- 
tior’suffering by an almost total destitution of law anc order, 
without which civil society could not safely or long exist. As 
far asthe force of precedent can be recogaised in any case, the 
authority was ample and abuisiant in the case before us. We 
were bound by such authority, unless some valid exception 
were shown tointervene; and «is to the other questions to which 
allusions had been made, they were reserved questions, subject 
to be decided whenever the question for the admission of any 
new State iuto the Union, west of the Mississippi, shall. come 
up for the decision of this House. The aci which we were 
then called on to perform would not alter existing relations, ex- 
cept as tothe convenience, saiety, and accommodation of a 
greater number of the people. 
p OaE 


; INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
REMARKS OF MR. WILLIAMS, 


Gr Norra CAROLINA, 


In the House of Representatives, Thursday, June B, 1838— 
i On the bill to increase the Army. 


Tam not, said Mr. WILLIAMS, disposed to vote for the bill 
sent to us by the Senate, proposing to increase the army; nor 
shall I vote, according to present impressions, for that reported 
by the committee.of the House, unless ii is amended in some 
of its essential features. ie 

In support of iis scheme for an augmentation of the army, 
we have heard doctrines advanced and principles avowed, 
which, in my judgment, are utterly repugnant to the very nature 
of our political system. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Bronson,] in his remarks on yesterday, entirely discredited the 
services of the militia in war as well as in peace. He stated 
that the militia coull not. be relied on at any iiime; that expe- 
rience bad proved thei to bs totally useless; and, therefore, it 
was necessary -to supersede the service of the militia by an 
increase of the regular army. 

From these dostrimes in regard to the militia, said Mr. W, 
‘J beg leave to dissent radically and thoroughly.. Ideny that the 
militia are liable.to the objections which have been urged; and, 
in the next place, if the objections are well-founded, it is 
not the proper way to remove them by an increase of the regu- 
Jar army. y E 

[Here Mr. Bronson explained, and said “he had not stated 
any thing to discredit the militia, or to ‘supersede theif service 
by the employment of regular troops,” &e] > A 

Mr. W. said he was sorry to have misunderstood the gentle- 
man from New York; but he stil believed that the inference he 
had drawn was’ justified by the remarks of the genteman. 
That gentleman had said that the militia of New, York on the 
Canada frontier had become infected with the spirit prevalent 
ia that region, and could not be relied on for the enforcement of 
our neutral duties, and the consequent preservation of peace 
between the United States andthe Governmentof Great Britain. 
Tf the militia are not to be called upon to perform this duty, it 
was difficult, said Mr. W. to perceive what kind of service they 
ever could perform. They must be superseded, they must be 
entirely dispensed with in ail future operations of the country, 
il deemed inadequate to engage in that particular kind of service 
to which the geatleman has referred, and for which he has 
saidregular troops are especially needed at the present moment. 
While, therefore, the gentleman from New York has disavowed 
any intention of discrediting the militia, or superseding them by 
_the employment of regular troops, yet, said Mr. W. the doc- 
‘trines maintained by the gentleman necessarily lead to such a 
yesull; for, if not to be engaged in the service designated by him, 
they’could not possibly be employed in any service whatever. 

Now, sir, weve these the doctrines and opinions avowed by 

the founders of the Republican creed in former periods of our 
history? © Most assuredly not. On the. contrary, the opinions 
and precepts of that political school, to which some. gentlemen 
now profess especially to belong, are directly the reverse of 
what we have heard on the present occasion. “Let me read: to 
the committee [said Mi. W.] the sentiments of Mr, Jefferson 
_ on this subject; they ought to be commended particularly to 


When ihe. people west ` 


“tanea. 


the attention of gentlemen who -now claim to be his exclusive 
disciples.. E ; CFR 
To ihe. inaugural address delivered by Mr. Jeferson on the 
4th of March, 1801, be called the attention of the American 
people to certain leading objects to which the policy of -hie 


Administration.would bedirecied. Among theseshe stated that 

“A well disciplined militia was our-best ‘reliance in peace, 
and for the first moments of -war, till regdlars may) relieve 
thein the supremacy of the civil over the military ‘authority,’ 


Ce 

On the Sih of December follpwing, 
sage to Congress, he says: : a : 
24A statement has been formed by the Secretary of War, on. 
‘mature consideration, of all the posts and stationg where gar- 
riadns will be expedient, and of the number of: men requisite 
for each garrison. The whole amount is considerably shortof 
the present military establishment. For the surplus no parti- 


in the first annual: Migs- 


_ cular use cun be pointed out. - For defence against invasion 


their number is as nothing; nor is it conceived needful or safe 
that a standing army should be kept up in time of peace for 
that purpose. Uncertain as we must ever be of the particular 
pomtiù our circumference where an enemy. may choose to in- 
vade us, tne only force whichcam be ready. at every - point, and 
competent 10 oppose them, is the body of ‘neighboring citizens, 
as formed intoa militia.. On these, collected from the paris 
most convenient, in numbers proportioned to the invading 
force. i is best to rely, not only to meet the first attack, but, If 
it thr «teus to be permanent, to maintain the defence until re- 
guiar: may be engaged to relicve them.” 

Such, Mr. Chairman, wee the sentiments entertained by 
that ody of men known formerly as thé Republican party. 
To ti» especial attention, therefore, of the genleman-from New 
York, and those associated with him, I would commend. these 
docirines of: Mr. Jvfferson, as being eminently useful at this 
time; for they will indicate, as. 1 think. most clearly the course 
ich ought to be pursued by the House in regard to the pro- 
position now before us. If we yield, as we should do, to the 
influence of ‘the principles which formerly governed the coun- 
iry; We must vote against all projects for increasing the regu- 
Ta army, unless it is absolutely and indispensably necessary to 

o 80. . ; “ z 5 

Now, what, let me ask, said Mr. WILLIAMS, is the necessity 
for this increase ofthe army? Are we notin profound peace 
with all the -world, or, at least, with all the civilized world? No- 
thing appears'to the contrary. © We are not advised by the Ex- 
ecutive that any danger exists of a collision with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, on the Canada frontier, or the frontier of 
the State of Maine: All points respecting the boundary queés- 
tion are to be the subjectsof future and further negotiation be- 
tween the two Governments. A disposition is thus manifested, 
by both parties, to treat peaceably før the settlement of these 
matters rather than go to war. x $ 

On the Canada frontier there is no more danger of collision 
than there is op the Northeastern horder. There may occasion- 
ally be some unlawful and vielent movements of individuals in 
that quarter, but none to involve the two ‘Governments, In- 
deed, said Mr. W: it may be stated asan incontrovertible truth, 
that no two nations ever went to war for the licentious and un- 
lawful conduct of their citizens or subjects towards each other, 
unless the nations were predisposed to engage in hostilities. 
Wheneve: the two Governments had exerted themselves to pre- 
serve peace, they had been successful; they had always been 
abie to prevent war, and maintain between them the most ami» 
cable relations. He took it for granted. that the United States 
had no. disposition to go to war with England; on the other 
hand, England has no disposition to go to War with the United 
States. Her commercial! interest is greatly promoted by trad- 
ing with this country, and that alone would check any inclina- 
tion to go to war. But if this consideration should fail, there 
were other mouves which would restraia her. She ought to. 
know, and she will-have sagacity enough to perceive, that the 
first cannon fred in a national war between the two countries 
wili effectuaily seal the independence of all her Provinces ‘on 
thiscontinent. The troubles already existing in’ Canada are 
sufficiently vexatious and embarrassing to her, without adding 
to them the weight and the consequence of a war with the 
United States. In the absence, then, of all other motives, this, 
of itself, would indace Great Britain to ‘maintain peace with 
the United States, and not unnecessarily to provoke war, by 
commencing hostiliiies on account of the unauthorized and l- 
centious acts of ovr citizens. These acts will be promptly dis- 
avowed by our Government, and the aggressors signally pun- 
ished, according to the provisions of the law which has lately 
been passed for enforcing the observaiice of our neutral duties. 
Let the courts of justice, the marshals, let all the peace officers, 
from the President dawn to the lowest functionary, do their du- 
ty, and, my word for it, there will not be the least necessity for 


-amilitary force of any kind. 


But the gentleman from New York has told us-that the peo- 
ple of tht United States on the borders of Canada are disafiect- 
ed, and will not yield submission to the laws of their own coun- 
try: that they were irresistibly inclined to engage in the insur- 
yectiona®y contest now going-on in ihe neighboring territory, 
and therefore we must have a military force to restrain our 


. own citizens. 


Tt was difficult for him to believe, said Mr. W. that such evils 
existed to the extent stated by the gentleman from New York. 
He could not believe that our “citizens were thus disloyal and 
disaffected towards their own country. Exceptions, no doubt, 
were tote found of evil-disposed persons who- would violate 
the laws regulating our neutral conduet, in the same manner as 
they would violateany other Jaw. But these, he must think, 
were exceptions to the general rule; and while they were to be 
found, there was, nevertheless, “a large majority of the people 
who were well diepored and peaceable, and who would be -de- 
termined, at all hazards, to support the laws of their couniry. 
Let the offenders, therefore, bè arrested, and brought be- 
fore the courts;.let them. be tried and punished as the law 
directs? ae n . 

I protest, said Mr. W. againet this plan of executing the laws 
at the point ofthe bayonet. Sir, the laws prescrib ng and de- 
fining our neutral duties have all been passed by the civil au- 
thority of the Government, and of course must be executed by 
thesame authority. The military power must never be per- 
mitied to interpose for the execution of our laws in the firat in- 
Ifthe military power should be called upon to execute 
ihe laws regulating our neutral duties on the Canada frontier, 1t 
may, with the same propriety, be required to execute any other 
Jaw: If all our laws are to Be executed by the military power, 
then the whole country will be converted into one came, and 
martial law will prevail-universally throw .cut the land. Are 


3 ared for this? Arethey willing to thus super- 
sede the civil eaten y altogether, and to introduce in its Sead 
them litary power? Thopenot. But yet the apeirines te je 

\: von for the support of this bill go to that length. Mr. Jefferson, 
ai the inaugnral address from which I have read, lays it doin 
aga fuadamente! maxim of his political creed, as a tenet of the 


Republi 


tice. > AE 

tne sake of argument, that some millitary force 
is necessary to be employed on, the Canada border, the ques- 
tion then arises, whai kind of force ought it to be? I answer 
howld be the militia, and not the regular army. For 
thisservice the militia is the description of force peculiarly fiued 
and pointedout by the Constimtion, by ths mature of our Go- 
verument, and the habi's of our people. ae 

The gentleman trom New York says the militia on the Cana- 

f riake of the apirit which is to be suppressed, and 
Bat cau you not order-out the militia 
g States, or from remote parts of the same 
ral Washington do when it was necessa. 
yn the whiskey insurrection in Pennsy!vania, and 
boring militia of that State were so disaffected that 
id not be religd on? Did he cail on Congress for an in- 
vof the regular army, asa substivute for the militia force 
h could not, or would not, be employed? No, sir. fle 
dout the militia of Virginia and Maryland, and they an- 
awered every purpose, Why cannot the same be done now? 
Ifthe militia of New York cannot be trusted to perform this du- 
ty, maze a call for the muliia of the adjoining States—of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, or of the Eastern “They, no 
doubt, willbe prompt to obey any. call and re ageute any duty 
which may be required of them for preserving the peace of the 
countcy. So that, in this aspect of the case, the proposed m- 
crease of the army is not necessary. Ifa military force is to be 
employed at ail, itshouid be a militia force, and not of regular 

ODS, bp A 
re thus see thaton the Northern border it is not necessary to 
employ regular troops. Neither is it necessary on the North- 
eastern froatier. All the points in controversy respecting the 
(rue boundary line of the State of Maine, we are informed, will 
he the subject of farther negotiation between the Governments 
of the United States and Great Britain, If further negotiation is 
to be relied on for the settlement of this boundary question, and 
the romovalofail tso difficulties growing out of it, every body 

arin it tint it wonld pot only be unnecessary, but impoli- 

o station additional troops on the frontier at this time. The 
sed jucrease of the army cannot, therefore, be required on 
account ofthe points in controvers% respecting the boundary of 
the Sars of Ma Nor is the increase required by any exigen- 

i $ service on the seaboard, ‘The gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mv. Rep] told us yeaterday, with his charac- 
teristic candor and truth, that his part of the seaboard did not 
want such military defence as is proposed in this bill; that only 
a fow men were required to preserve the forts frum decay, and 
the guns from rusting; and ‘that if, at any time, a greater force 
was needed lor this purpose than regularly stationed there, a 
few adtitional laborers miehet be temporarily engaged, &e. In 
this way the constant employment ofa greater force than was 
needed might be avoided, and every interest of the public ser- 
vice duly promoted. Now, we all know this view of the sub- 
ject to be correct, and [ thank the gentleman from Massacha- 
setts for having submitted it, because he must be regarded by 
the House as being better able to give evidence on this precise 
any ather meniber, What is true in relation to that 
seacoast of Ma iisetts, is equatly true in relation 
ts ofour maritime frontier, 
sion, then, to which { come, is this: that a large 
military farce is no where wanted to defend and protect our 
horiers, atin Arkansas and Missouri; aml, perhaps. in 
Towa Territory. ‘Phore, F admit, from present appearances, it 
would be prahuait ation some regular troops. - The Florida 
war ig atan oud arly so. and no additional ferce will be 
wanted in that Ter y. The greater part of the army.can be 
withdrawa from other qeacters, and placed-in the West, South. 
and Nort) st, to be ready, if occasion should regutre, to 
ud aT | Arkansas, ani fowa Territory.. Foy this pur- 
pose, the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. YELL} has estimated 
that five thousand troops will be required. The army at pre- 
is about eight thousand strong; and on the supposition that 

i from Arkansas is correct, there 
a taree thousand to be disposed of as the exigen. 
cies of the servies may deraand, Prom these views, it is evi- 
dent that our army, at this time, is adequate to all the purposes 
for which au army, in tims of peace, can be wanted; thatthere 
is not the least necevsity for the increase contemplated by the 
bili before the House. sy: 

But the gentleman feom New York (Mr. Bronson} has said 
that m are more expensive than regular troops; #nd there- 
fore, on the score of economy, if nothing. else, we shou! depend 
upon the latter, and dispense with the services of the former. 
To this reasoning Mr. W, said he was by no means prepared to 
subscribe. In the first place, if we are to abolish the militia 
service bocause it costs more than the service of regular tropa 
we should no 5 Dui go much deeper into out political 
system, and st altogether to free Government, because it 
i than monarchy. Na doubt, Mr. Chairman, 
you could engage a man to rule over this country, asa monarch 
of absolute and uncontrolled power, for an expense infinitely 
Jess than is required to support out Republican institutions, 
with all their checks and balances, ordained for the purpose of 
preserving aid pirpstuatiag the liberties of the people. A 
monar“hy or despotism ia a very simpte kind of G ‘verament, 
and, in this view of the case, very cheap in its Administration. 
For one or two hundred. thousand dollars, or for a much less 
sum. we might siput 
usly, aad mas avoid all expense of supporting a Congress, an 
ent, with its. various branches, and a Jadi- 
£ S30 many. thousands or perhaps 
i this condition, too, we shoal! be fe 
ubles, and sometimes vexari ns, Whic 
the rights of selfigovernzrant. 
should we, oathis accovat, odolish our present m atchless sys- 
tem of free Goverameni, and substitute a mon hy; becanse 
X48.noted expensive and fs lesa complicated? . I hone not. I 
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Increase of the Army—Mr. Robertson. 


do not believe the gentleman from New York intended this; but 
still his reasoning goes to that extent. The framers of our Con- 
stitution doubtless knew what they were doing. They foresaw 
that the Government which they were constructing would be 
expensive in its administration; but, notwithstanding this, they 
were determined toestablish it, because in no other way could 
the likerties of a free people be preserved. 

Now, 1 would no more dispense with the militia because they 

are expensive, thant would change the Government. because. it 
is more expensive than a monarchy. The reagon-in one case, 
it seems to me, is just as good asit is inthe other. The Consti- 
tution itselfhas given to the militia a certain rank in the Govern: 
ment; it has pointed out certain duties for them to perform; it 
has declared that these duties belong appropriately to the mili- 
«ia; thatit is more safe fora free pecplé.to rely upon them than 
to trusi to regular troops, &c. Under these circumstances, it 
does not become us at the present day to‘pretend that we have 
more wisdom than our ancestors, and to decre that all their 
fears of the danger of standing armies were unfounded and ima- 
ginary. - 
z Ii? should be proved beyond all doubt that the militia were 
more expensive than regular troops, (Mr. W. said,) he would 
not be willing to dispense with them, and rely solely on the lat- 
ter, He would still adhere to the maxims of wisdom promut- 
gated by our ancestors, and maintain that standing armies in 
lime of peace were dangerous to the liberties of a free people, 
and ought not to be allowed; on the contrary, he should main- 
tain that the militia at all times were the great bulwark and the 
best defence of any people disposed to preserve and perpetuaie 
their libert g 

But (said Mr. W.) Iam unwilling to admit the fact, as stated 
by the gentleman from New York, to wit: that regular troops 
are cheaper than the milia. Their services may Cost Jess for 
the ume they areemployed, but that is nota correct view of the 
case; for the regulars, whether employed in active service or 
not, whether engaged in actual campaigns against an enemy or 
lying at their ease in garrisons, cost the Government about the 
sane amount of money; whereas the militia, when not in actual 
service, are discharged, and cost nothing for the time they are 
at home, Take, forexample, a period of five years, during one 
half or two-thirds of which it is necessary to employ either the 
militia or regular troops. Ifyou rely upon the latter, you are 
obliged to engage them for the whole period of five years; but 
if you rely uponthe militia, you may employ the:a only when 
theirservices are wanted, and be relieved from the expense of 
supporting them at any other time. In this view of the case, 
it must be evident (said Mr. W.) that the militia are less ex- 
pensive than the regular army, and therefore the Government 
ought to depend on the farmer, and reject the latter, in every se- 
ries ‘of legislativeacts. , ` : 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Bronson] had intro- 
duced to the notice of the House yesterday an account render- 
ed against the Government by some of the militia lately. en- 
gaged 1n the service in the State of Alabama. - Mr. W. said hé 
could not tell why this account was exhibited to the view of the’ 
House, if it was ‘not for the purpose of discrediting the militia, 
of throwing upon them some odium, and fortifyinz the idea 
that it was cheaper-to engage regular troops for our defence 
and protection, But this account, Itappeared, was only a soli- 
tary instance, and should not be taken as reflecting any discredit 
on the general character of the militia. The great question in 
regard toit which oughtto be asked by the ITouse ix, “whether 
the account was paid by the officers at the Treasury, &e. 
Tf it was paid, the balanc: attaches chiefly to the accounting 
oficers of the Treasury Department, who had power to arrest 
it, and by that means to stop the abnse. If the account was 
rejected at the Treasury, then no harm was done to the public, 
except as tothe example of rendering an improper account 
against the Government. The officers who rendered or made 
out the account against the United States might have thought 
themselves perfectly right and justifiable in deing so; with 
them it might have been merely an error ofjudgment, for which 
they are no more censurable than any other persons who 
thought they hada claim to payment which they could not 
legally receive. 

But if errors of this kind, whether accidental or designed, 
are to operate to the prejudice of the militia, the regular army 
would not be exempt from the same prejudice. With accounts 
made out. against the Government by officers of the regular 
army, [Mr. W. said,] he had been once very famitiar; and, if 
hot move mistaken than he ever was, accounts equally objec- 
tionable had been exhibited by those officers against the Go. 
vernment repeatedly. Yet no objection was derived from that 
fact against tie army in general. Jn the estimation of the 
friends of the military establishment, such instances were ex- 
cused, were. looked npen as errors of the head, as excep- 
tions to the general rule, and not tobe taken as furnishing the 


basis of a valid objection to the whole army. Mr. W, said he - 


was certain, if the militia are tò be condemned: in consequence 
of the exhibition of such accounts, the regular army would be 
equatiy condemned, if the accounts they exhibit from time.to 
time could be rigidly scrutinized, 

Mr W. said he had not intended to engage in the discussion 
of this bill, nor would he have departed from that intention if 
the gentleman from New York had not avowed doctrines and 
opinions in support of the measure which he thought required 
some reply. 
reasons for dissenting from the arguments of the gentleman 
from New. York, and he hoped he had nut trespassed u pon the 
time or attention of the House. He would conclude by ex- 
pressing the wish that the bill might be rejected, unless it 
shou'l beso amended as to remove mosi, If notall, the wéll- 
founde:l objections to it. 


x a 
REMARKS OF MR. ROBERTSON, 
i Or VIRGINIA, 
In the Houseof Representatives, Thursday, June 28, 1838— 
A On the bill te Increase the Army. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he would detain the committee but 
afew.momeuts. He wasopposed to the contemplated increase 
of the army, and still mare to the principles upon which that 
increase Was openly advocated. He saw po necessity, indced, 
for any augmentation whatever at this time. The Florida war. 
as it was called, might be considered'as alan end. Our rela- 
tions with Great Britain were essentially pacific. Ib is true, 
we had an ausettled question in relation to tke Maine bounila- 
g ions were pending, and noore had ventured to 
place the ne sity of augmenting our military force on the 
ground of an-upprehend rupture with Great Britain. Such 


He had been as brief as he could in stating his | 


a 
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aground would not be likely to -have thé best eflectih Brin mg 
our negotiations to anamicable'close. We Are, in -trnth: sit, 
(said Mrr. R ) at peace with the world; and a proposition: is 
now suddenly madero double our military: establishmerit.: So: 
far as any addition may be shown to be necessary td protéce 
. the Indian frontier, hone would hesitate. to grant ity put our 
present establishment, if completed, would comprise probably 
between sevén and eight thousand mien, and theve-is nocem- 
ployment for. them any where except ‘on: the: Indian frontier,’ 
. Ordinary laborers, or, at most, a few soldiers, are’ quite “suffi: 
cient to kecp the forts in a state of preservation: Let: the 
whole force, then, except what may be required: for ‘that “pur- 
‘pose, be withdrawn for the. defence of. the frontier settlements. 
so long as- there may be-indications of. ‘hostility’ in that-<quarter. 
This force would ‘be more than sufficient to awe or repet the 
Indias. The gentleman from Arkansas himself, [Mr. Yarn 
does not, if I correcily understood him, ask for more than: five: 
thousand troopa. . . n Sg E E 
But, sir, we aré told of disturbances on the Canada borders; 
also; and that is the true secret, or rather the avowed ground, 
on which the increase of the army ‘is urged... The ‘gendeman 
from New York [Mr. Bronson] gives us to understand that we` 
are in need of a military police. . Yes, sir, we want an army, 
not to contend with foreign enemies, but to quell'the rebellious 
spirit of our own citizens on the „borders of Canada, The 
genileman from Maine [Mr.. Evans] tells us the civil anthority 
cannot or will not restrain the lawless individuals. who seem: 
disposed to take part in the Canadian revoit. ‘Phe civil officers 
wiil not arrest, courts and juries wilt not convict and punish, 
We must have a standing ‘army, then, in a state of peace, 10 
enforce the execution of our laws against our own. citizens, 
Sir, Ilóok upon thisas a dangerous and alarming doctrine, 
which should be met at the threshold. It seems as if we-have: 
forgotten the very elementary principles Of free government, 
and are: resolved to break down every barrier erected by our 
ancestor's against despotism. - Ido not mean to say ‘that the 
liberty of the country is. seriously endangered -by the addition 
now proposed to be made.to our military’ establishment. | ‘Tha 
danger is in the principle on which that increase, is demanded: 
the precedent of raising and keeping. up a standing army-in 
time of peace toenforce the civil authority. Establish | this 
precedent, and you will find yourselves, at no, distant day, and 
before perhaps you suspect your danger, ‘under the. dominion. 
of a military despot. The principle itself is the. principie of 
military despotism. In the earlier periods of our history, the 
States were jealous of standing armics; now, sir, they are’ peti- 
tioners, itseems; for the boon...’ 4 ee 
TheState of New York, with between two and three millions 
of inhabitants, cannot, it seems, execute the laws without the 
aid of a military force. furnished. by the Federal:Government. `` 
And what, sir, is your army: to -do?. Make war ‘upon those 
whom,'we are told, the courts and juries. refuse: to ‘punish? « 
No one will go the length’ of suggesting. so, monstrous.a pro-+. 
position. Gentlemen say it is wanted forthe purpose of arrest. : 
ing those who would violate our neutrality. What, sty, if they 
fly or resist? Shoot them down; there is no other alternative 
but todo that, or suffer them to escape.. But say they yield, or 
are captured. What then? Are they to be dragged for trial.” 
before a military court? No; they are to be turned over, we 
are told, to the civil authority. Why, air, the very pretext for 


calling in the military is the alleged refusal of the civil autho.. 
rity ‘to act against the offenders. Of what avail isit to bring 
to trial before a civil tribunal those. whom it will instanuy . 
discharge? ‘Or will you surround your halls of justice with 
Praetorian bands, and compel -your juries and judges to.con- 
demn at the point of the bayonet? ` Bir, Lam unwilling to- bës- 
lieve that the great State of New York is unable, by constitu: 
tional means, to prevent her citizens fram violating the ‘neu- 
trality it becomes us to observe. If, however, 'stie should fail, 
I admit it is the duty of thir Government to interpose.: But 
how, sir? Not by astandingarmy.. The framers af the Can. 
stitation contetnplated no such recourse, They expressly gave 
to Congress the power of providing for caliing out the militia 
for the purpose of executing the laws of the Union; and despr- 
rate must be the condition of the country when no dependance 
can be placed either upor: the civil authority or the great bedy 
of the militia. But the. militia now, sir, is the theme of deri-. 
sion, as, indeed, is the Constitution itself. Standing arming 
only, it seems, can be relied on; and, upon the same principle... 
that they are now required on the borders of Canada; we shall 
have them, no doubt,in case any discontent shall be manifested 
at the proceedings of. this Government, stationed hereafter’: 
upon the borders, or in the interior of the States, to awe them 
intosubmission. Sir, disguise it as you wil, this attempt to 
enforce obedience to the civil authority, in time of peace, by 
means of a standing army ; this scheme of what the gentleman 


. from New York, [Mr. Bronsow.] in soft phrase, terms a mili. 


tary police, is a dangerous innovation—a striking and most 
alarming proofof the rapid dectine of Republican principles. . 
One other question, sir, andl am done. The proposed aug: 
mentation of the regular force has been estimated by a ‘gentle. 
man who preceded me (Mr. Beil) as likely to cost three mil: 
lions of dollars per annum. As this a time to add this heavy 
amount to the enormons and extravagant expenditures already 


authorized, and which greatly, it is thought, exceed our revenue ` 
for the current year? Leave ou: of view the odious purpose : 
which, in part, is avowed as the object of the neasure,and the | 
force, I repeat, already authorized ander existing laws, is folly 

adequate to protect the Indiar frontier, 
licy he adopted towarde ie t 
fi 


Sir, if a humane pô- 
Iniiins, there will bė ne occasion 
} ey meditate an attack upon‘our 
settlements, they are. n on by the irresistible impulse of" 
hunger. We have diminished their hunting grounds, andde- 
prived them, in a measuve, of the means of susbsistenes. The 
period has arrived, or ix at hand, when they can no.Jonger draw 
the temporary supplies furnished by toa Government of. the 
United States. . I am authorized, upon: hugh authority to say, 
that the condition of many of the tribes is such that they must ` 
prohably perish unless further relief be extendedtothem. The 
Governor of Arkansas, from whom! derive mv information, is 7 
now probably within this Hall; and I feel justified in saying that 7 
it is his opinion this reliefshauld be afforded. It is the want of ” 
food which makes them res‘lese, Fris notin hnman nature, or 
at least in that of the untutored savage, to submit patiently to 
starvation.. Wê have been, perhaps, mainly the cause of their 
suffering; and I subinit it to the consideration of the committee, 
whether, instead of voting three millions.to euttheir threats it 
it would not be more economical, more just, and more humane, - 
to expend @ sixth of the amount. in’ giving them” bread. Let 
us adopt this policy, and then our existing military: establish: 
ment wi} Beany iy su tient These-are my reakang, sir, forop? 


for making war them. 
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posingat this time the great and unnecessary augmentation iow 
proposed, < So far as respects any anticipated attack by the In- 
ditne, Oy foreign aggressions fromany quarter, E believe it tobe 
wholly wocalied fur; and T- will never consent to raise a single - 
niin’ for the purpose; suggested. by the genileman from New 
York, of creating whatis called a military police, or, more pro 
poly apeaking, of laying the foundation of a military. despotism. 


- REMARKS OF MR. MARVIN, 
ello. ‘Or New. York, 


Inthe House of Representatives, Thursday, July 5, 1838— 
Oa the bill making appropriations for new harbors, and for 
other purposes. , p a 
Mr MARVIN said he had made several efforts to obtain the 

floor’ for the purpose.of submitting to the committee some re- 

marks‘upon the subject now under.consideration. Iam aware, 

(said he,), Mr. Chairman, that there is now little time left for + 

debate, Our existence here asa legislative body. is drawing ra- 

pidly to.a Close, and we have many important measures yet to 
actupon:  L should not feel myself justifiable now in occupy- 
ing the time of the committee, were it not for. the violent and 

ersevering opposition which has been manifested towards this 
fi and the bili which passed in this body yesterday, making 
appropriations for the continuance of the publie works on 
those harbors,.écc. already begun. I now promise the commit- 
tee that Iwill bebrief, while I feel that Ihave aright to ask 
their attention to.the facts which it is my purpose to adduce, 

During the debate o1 yesterday and this evening, almost all the 

speaking has been in.opposition to the bills, and a torrent of elo- 

quence has been expended against the system of harbor and 
river improveménts; and gentlemen have indntged in fancy 
sketches of the prodigal an: wasteful expenditure of the pub- 

Le money in removing. obstructions from the months of all the 

Ttleerceks which empty into the lakes. It has been. stated 

here, in debate, that large sums have been expended to remove 

obstructions from creeks which might be crossed at* one step; 
and f have noticed, during’ the debate, that the remarks of-gen- 
tlemen have been mainly directed to the harbors on the lakes; 
and any one who should Jisten to the remarks made here would 
naturally suppose, if he had no previous knowledge on the 
subject, that untold millions had been expended on these lakes, 
and thata-harbor was in the process of construction at the 
mouth of every river, creek, streamlet, and inlet which dis- 
charges into the lakes, and that these improvements are made, 
notso mach-for the benefit, security, and protection of com- 
merce, as forthe benefit of speculaters. I representa district, 
sir, which borders upon the lakes—a constituency deeply inte- 
rested in the commerce of the upper Jakes; and I should be 
faitliless to the trust they have reposed in me, and faithless to 
my own feelings, were Ito remain longer silent, when so great 
injustice, as Lbelieve, is done to that system, which aims to 
render safe the navigation of these great inland seas. No gen- 
tleman, in these debates upon the bills denominated the “har- 
bar bills,” has given the commi:tee an account er sialemént of 
the amount of business doing on the lakes; all the remarks 
which have been made in favor of the bills have been of a 
generaicharacier. And gentlemen may not be aware of the 
true state of the case, and of the great importance to the coun- 
uy at Jarge of having safe and commodious harbors upon these 
waters. As to the propriety of the appropriations for the 
rivers, harbors, and break waters along the seacoast and at the 

South, I profess to have little knowledge. I confine my remarks 

to the public works on the lakes. : 

And now, Mr. Chairman, after all you have heard, how many 
harbors do you suppose there are upon which the United States 
have expended money, beginning with Lake Champlain, and 
ending with Lake Michigan, a coast of nearly or quite twenty- 
five hundred miles? Why, sir, the bill which passed this louse 
yesterday shows the whole number to be twenty-five. It must 
be borned inanind that there are but very few natural harbors 
onany of these lakes. Does this look, sir, like building a har- 
bor at the mouth of every httle creek? Here is a coast of twen- 
ty-five hundred mries in extent, and upon all these Jakesa com- 
merce already large and rapidly increasing, and which, but for 
these artificial harbors, could not be carriedon. But, sir, we have. 
heard much ofthe enormous expense of these harbors. Do gen 
tlemen knoww hat the expense has been? how much the Govern- 
ment has ever expended upon these important national works? 
Why, sir, we talk here in round numbers, and it seems to be 
much easierto pronounce millions than thousands; perhaps this 
i: owing te the fact that most of our appropriations are counted 
in millions instead of thousands, and especially appropriaiions 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities, for the sadtication of In- 
dian treaties, the support of thearmy and navy, &c. Bus to re- 
turn to my question, how much has the Government ever ex 
pended on the harbars of the lakes? 1 like to be a little particu- 
lar when there is so much violent opposition to the “harbor 
bil,” to the system of internal improvement, as many gentle- 
men choose to call it. ‘he gentleman frem Vermont, [Mr. 
Haru] who hasjust taken his seat, has made up his mind io 
vote against this bill, and he hag read to usa statement of the 
sums expended, within a few years. past, on works denomi- 
nated internal improvements, in whieh these harbors are in- 
cluded; and, if I understood him correctly, it was overten mil- 
lions; but he does not tell us what portion of this amount has 
been used in the construction. of harbors on the Northern and 
Northwestern lakes. It hasoccurred to me that these bills have 
an improper title, or rather an unfortunate title for the poor 
lake harbors—“an act to provide for certain harbors,” &c. 
Thus the harbors are placed in the fore ground; they are the 
van guard; and whatever oiher appropriations the bill may con- 
tain, the harbors receive the whole fire of the enemy, and stand 
the shock of battle, which is waged with so much skill and spi- 
rit by our Southern friends, whose mode of warfare, if victory 
were to perch upon their banner, would forever deprive the no- 
ble steamer, the bold ship, schooner, and brig, of a harbor of 
safety, and leave them and their rich freight, with the thou- 
sandsof American citizens who have trusted themselves and 
their fortes on board, to the mercy of the waves and the winds 
of a fickle and unsteady climate. They leave no constitutional 
ground for the harbors to rest upon. Ali these appropriations, 
in their estimation, are unconstitutional. I shall not now stop 
to debate the constitutionality ofthese appropriations. I have 
remarked that it is unfortunate for the harbors that the bils con- 
taining appropriations for them should be called “the harbor 
bils,” for these bills frequently appropriate large sums for 
ttherpurposes, And we hear gentlemen continually referring 


7 


to. the “harbor bill” as containing an appropriation ofa million 
and a half; and when thess bills are under discussion, cur ears 


i ares continually dianed with -harbor! harbor! harbor! on the 


litle fresh water ponds ofthe North and Northviest! „Andall 

the -peals and changes are rung upon the word of whichit is sus- 

ceptible, Under these circumstances, E am unwilling that the 

impression should go abroad that. large sums have been impro- | 
perly expended in constructing harbors on: the lakes. AndifI, 
can help it, they-shall not bear all the odium which some gen. 

tlemen attach to all the appropriations contained in what is 

called the “harbor bill *? : : s 

I bave taken the trouble, sir, to ascertain from an official 
source the exact amount which has ever been expended in the 
construction of harbors upon all the Northern and Northwest- 
ern lakes, ard the whole amount is only a fraction over one. 
million six hundred thousand dollars. Sir, I will not institute 
a comparison between the sums expended on this extensive ^ 
Northern and. Northwestern frontier and other sections of the 
Union. The commercial power of this country is under the 
control of thisGovernment. One of the most important duties 
imposed upon the Government of the United States is the re- 
gulation of commerce with foreign nations and among the se- 
veral States; and this power to regulate commerce is coexten- 
sive with the jurisdiction of the entire Union, and 1 maintain 
that the ohtigation on the part of the United States to protect 
the commerce of Ohio, of Michigan, or Minois, isas strong as 

it is Lo protect the commerce’of any of the Atlantic States. By 
undertaking to institute a comparison of expenditures, for 
the purpose of ascertaining in what section of the country, ‘or 
in what State, the largest appropriationshave been made, with- ` 
out regarding the wantsof commerce, you descend trem that 
elevated posidon which a statesman and a patriot should ever 
occupy, who looks upon the whole country as one and united 
for the purposes of warand defence, and for the purposes of 
commerce. But, sir, I wifl ask the question, when and where 
has there ever been the sum: of $1,600,000 expended by this Go- 
verament which has produced a greater amount of good, which 
has yielded a richer harvest, than the sixteen hundred thousand 
dollars which have heen appropriated and expended in the con- 
struction of these harbors? I have notéxamined particularly, 
and therefore cannot state the amount which has been expend- 
ed on a single work, the Delaware breakwater; but, I belicve, 
Ishould not greatly ere by presuming that as much has been 
expended on that work alone -as- all that has been expended 
for all the harbors on the lakes. I trust, sir, wat we 
shall hear no more of the enormous sums of public money. 
which have been squandered on the harbors.. Even the bill 
which passed the House yesterday, and was sent to the Senate, 
and which was called so emphatically the “harbor bill,” and 
which contained appropriations, as has been proclaimed on 
this floor a score of times, of a million and a half of dollars, 
contained only between five and six hundred thousand dollars 
for all the harbors on the lakes; and I believe that this is much 
the largest appropriation which has ever been made for them 
in any one-year. 

Mr. Chairman, these lekes constitute the boundary between 
this county and the country of a foreign Government; they are 
upon our border; they extend into the interior of the continent 
to within a hundred or a hundred and fifty miles of the Upper 
Mississippi, and their waves wash the shores.of seven States of- 
this Union, and a Territory which will soon be knocking at 
your doors for admission. The commerce of a wide-spread, 
rich, and fertile country is carried on by means of the vessels 
which naviga‘e the inland seas. Are gentemen aware of the 
amount of commerce on the upper Jakes? Have they consi- 
dered the amount of business annually transacted on Lake Erie? 
Have they watched the enlargment of this commerce from 
year i0 year? Lapprehend not. Theincrease of business on 
the upper Jakes has, indeed, astonished those who are and have 
been many years engaged in it. 

Major Brown, an able and efficient officer belonging to the 
Civil Engincer Corps, and who. has the general sup rintend- 
ence of the construction of several harbors on Lake Erie, sta- 
ted in his report made last fall tothe Engineer Department, 
and which may be found in the Executive documentscommu- 
nicated to Congress, that there were fifty stéamboats.on Lake 
Erie alone, and that there were eleven then building on the 
stocks, which would ve launched and ready for business this 
season. Hestates that there are about two hundred and filly 
other craft, consisting of brigs, ships, and schooners. and that 
the whole tonnage of the steamboats and vessels exceeds 
32,000 tons. 

‘Ty give some idea of the amount of business, he calculates 
that the steamboats makca voyage, on an average, oncé a wee A 
and the other vesselsaverage a voyage in two weeks. Allow- 
ing six months for the season of navigation, and from these 
data, I have caleulated the amount of the tonnage for the sea- 
gon at over 430,000 tons Now. sir, this commerce could not te 
conducted without harbors. The dangers and risks of naviga-- 
tion would be so great as almost entirely to prohibit the use of 
the lake for commercial purposes With an ironbound shore 

1} along its southern border, extending in a northeasterly and 
| southwesterly direction, it receives the full force ef the winds 
i and waves, which generally come from the west or the norih- 
i west. Tiiese storms are often sudden and violent, and it would 
į} be irapossible fora vessel to avoid going ashore if there were 
no havens of safety to which they might flee. It is a singular 
fact that there are no naturel harbors on the sonthern shore of 
i the lake, unless Sandusky be an exception. All the rivers 
where valttabie ! ¿rs have been made, had, in their natural 
state, obstructio 
i be removed. It wasnecessary to cuiacross the sandbar, and to 

| confine the discharge of the water between piersor jetties extend- 

! edinto the lake toa sufficient depth of water. The river being 

thus coafined and conducted between the piers i to the lake, 

keeps the channel open; and thus, at a trifling expense com- 

pered wah their importance, safe and convenient harbors are 

formed. Se 

Thegentieman from Pennsylvania, (Mv. Perrmry,} in his 
animad versions upon the system of constructing harbors, men- 
! tioned Cleveland among other cass where harbors had. been 
construcied at the mouths of small streams, or creeks, ashe 
calledthem. . Why, sir, hasthe gentleman ever been at Cleve- 
jand? Previous to the removal of the barat the mouth of the 
Cuyahoga, and the erection of piers, no vessel suitable for the 
Jake commerce couldenter the river, and there was no more 
safety for a vessel there than at any other point.. Let the gen- 
tleman now go to Cleveland, and T will venture fo predict that, 
atthe moment Iam now speaking, the river for half a mile is 
filled with vessels and steamboats of various sizes, discharging 
and receiving frcights; passengers are leaving the proud steam. 


“in the United states? 


sat their mouths, sandbars which required to , | 
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gan for the want of harbors of refuge, to which versets might 
flee from the storms, than work suffice to construct allthe bar 
bors npon that lake provided forin tis bil. Phere ts not now 
a single port into which vessels can euter ina storm from Green 
Bay to Chicago, a distance ofsome two hundred miles. ATany 
vessels ‘have ‘been driven ashore and made perfecte wrecks, 
while others have gone to the bottom with all on board.” Lhe 


. whole country is-rapidly filling up with a hardy, tatelligent, 


and industrious population, the sons and brothers of our cons 
stituents; and do you think that ihey,will rémain satisfied that 
their commerce, their property, and their lives, shal] remain. 
subject to such perils? Will they submicto the cnormous. ineu-. 
rance which they are now obliged to pay upon. all the goods” 
which they necessarily import from the Isast? - : 
Hutanany gentlemen seem to have noadequate conception of 
the amount and importance ofthe business on the upp ex lakes, 
I wish they would accompany me to Buffalo, one of the 
cities in the United Sates, where the Erie canal. commu 
with the lake, The harbor of Buffalo is formed ef one o 
often alluded to in this debate, Go there, sir 


laces at the dis 
is the heat or centr 
the upper lakes, and t 
at all, were it not for the constructio; 
this harbor is itselt worth more to ti 
whole sum which has been expended upon allike t 
the Northern and Norihwestern lakes. Without, 
portion of the business would, never have existed, s 
it be destroyed, business would in a great met 
pended. . i 
~ Mr. Chairman, comparisons have been insiiute 
what sectionsef the Union 3 
been appropriated; and New 
often alluded to, as though it 
si here to procure 
priations out of the prbiie” 
institute any such comparison or 
of New York situated?) What 
She is sit 
territory extends from the Atlantic to the lakes, a 
penditures which the Genera! Government has evt 
mher limits have been as well for the interè 
asherown. Have not Ohio, Michigan, Indi 
deep as interest in havinga sa‘e and c 
falo as any pertof the State. of New Yor) 
does pet ask of the General Gov 

struction of her canals, her railroads. h 
teinalimprovement. All that this Governmer 
pended there has been upon the harbors and t 
along her border and in the Iiudson river, Ans, s 
the factsin relation to the Hudsen? H i er. 
All the expenditures of the Gereral Government have bres 
made where the tide ebbs and flows. Htisa riveretan erm of 
the sea, ovey which your ewn Sureme Couxt have decided th 
the United States, under the power to regulate commerce: have 
exclusive jurisdiction. It is a-yiver ow which more of iess of 
the commerce of half the States in this Unionis conducted: 
And now, sir, how mych do you suppose the United States have 
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Fever approprioted forthe improvement of the navigation of 


this valuable and important river? Gentlemen from the South 
complain that this system of internal improvement is very uns 
equal, and that the South does not receive her just proportiog. 
of fhe public appropriations, 
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The gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. MALTIN, ] in his remarks 
yesterday upon, the bill making appropriations for the conti- 
nuance of the public works, informed us that six hundred 
thousand dollars had been appropriated and expended to re 
move the obstructions at the Muscle shoals, in Tennessee river, 
in the Siate of Alabama, and the gentieman made a strong and 
able effurt in support of his amendment to the biil to procure a 
large additional appropriation. I inquired at the time of one of 
my colleagues near me, who represents a district upon the 
Hudson, the amount that had ever been appropriated for the 
removal of obstructions in that river, and he informed me that 
the whole amount was two hundred and seventy thousand dol- 
lars. I have nothing, sir, to say against the expenditure of six 
hundred thousand dollars at the Muscle shoals; nor have I any 
thing to say of the Jarge sums which have becn annually ex- 
pended for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi, the Olio, Red river, Arkansas, and other rivers which 
discharge their waters South, except that L believe these expen- 
ditures have been generally judicious, and have been productive 
of great good to che country asa whole. The improvements in 
these rivers have been of a national character—such as to affect 
beneficially the interests of States; and, as an American citizen, 
asa New Yorker, if you please, Í rejoice in the prosperity of 
the whole country, which has beenso largely benefitted by these 
yiver improvements. But when the finger is pointed invi- 
diously at New York as participating too largely in the appro- 
priations of public money, F wiil defend her, IT wilh show you, 
sir, that she comes not here a beggar.: She has expended 
some fifteen or sixteen millions upon her canals, and she is not 
yet wearied or exhausted in the great work of internal im- 
provement. She is now prosecuting with vigor two new canals 
—one of them over a hundred miles in extent, connecting her 
Erie canal with the Alleghany river, which discharges’ its 
waters through the Mississippi into. the Mexican Gulf, She 
has decreed that her Erie canal, which connects the tide 
waters of the Atlantic with the upper Jakes, shall be greatly. 
enlarged, and at an’expense of twelve or fifteen millions of 
dollars; and, during the recent session of her Legislature, four 
millions have been appropriated for the present year for that 
purpose. And for whose benefit is this enlargement? Is it 
not for the accommadation of our sister States west of us—-for 
that whole country lying upon the upper lakes? Surely it is, 
that they may have an easy access to the best markets upon 
the Atlantic, and exchange the productiens of their industry for 
the productions of other States and other climes—for the cotton 
of the South, manufactured in the workshops -of the Eastern 
States. The Sates of the Union are so situated that they are 
mutually dependent upon each other; and whatever is done to 
facilitate and render safe and easy commercial -intercourse.be- 
tween them, serves to enhance the comforts, conveniences, and 
luxyrics of life, and ameliorates the condition of the greatbody 
af the people. ee 

Sir, Feint that the motion to strike out the enacting clause of 
this bill will not prevail, and that the amendment offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Roads and Canals, providing, 
among other things, for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Alleghany river between Pittsburg and Olean, will be 
adopted, and that the bill, when so anrended, will receive the 
sanction of the committee. s 


REMARKS OF MR. DAVIS, 
Or MASSACHUSETTS. 

In Senate, March 8, 1838—VUpon Mr. Preston’s amendment 

roposing to receive the bills of non-specie-paying banks. 
ir. Rives’s amendment to the Sub-Treasury bili being 
-under consideration, Mr. Preston proposed several distinct 
amendments, and among them one to receive the bills ef non- 
specie-paying banks for a limited time ; upon which 

Mr. DAVIS remarked that the Senator (Mr. Ps 
proposed several amendments to the bhi, anda a 
arisen upon one which was not under con ; 
would, he said, follow the example of others, and throw out 
suggestions, though not strictly in order, upon that amend- 
ment. The proposition was to take the bills of non-specie- 
paying banks for a limited time in payment of the revenues. 
Mr. D), said he could not see his. way clear to sustain this mea- 
sure. The reasoning in favor of it was plausible, and forced 
itself upoa the. mind with considerabie exergy in the present 
state of things. It would, doubtless, aid the banks in resuming 
their duties; but, said he, I cannot feel at liberty to yield to 
that. argument, for there is involved in the matter a very im- 
pertanc principle; it legalizes irredeemable paper. . 

Let us look at the facts as they are. The resolution of 1816, 
authorizing the reception of the notes of specie-paying banks, 
is now in force; and there is another law requiring the Trea- 
gury to pay to public creditors specie. It is, 1 know, perfectly 

ompetent tor Congress to alter or repeal these laws. , 

Now, sir, what has been the practice wider these laws? To 
enforce the first, and disregard the last. ‘To compel us to pay 
taxes in specie, while creditors have mostly been paid in paper 
of non-specie-paying banks, aad, in some instances, in worth 
less paper of that. kind. ‘There can be no mistake about this 
matter. Even the postage on all letters is exacted in hard 
money, while the rights of creditors have been v much 
disregarded. The. Secretary of the Treasury concedes that 
such has been the practice, and how many can now testify that 
they hold the paper of the broken Commonwealth Bank because 
all other money was refused to them ? 

Sir, I have before me evidence both from the Secretary and 


other sources, which I am not at liberty to. doubt, which shows _ 


what the practice has been. 

The Secrotary estimated that $220,000 would be necessary 
to pay off debenture certificates, pensioners, and bounties to 
fishermen, at Boston, fur the last quarter. On looking over 
the account he gives us of this matter, we might conclude that 
he had made provision forthe payment mestly_in specie, but 
a more careful analysis wilt bring us to quite different results. 
The provision actually made by remittances to the Common- 
wealth Bank was about $160,090 in Treasury notes; a draft on 
a deposite bank (doubtless the Commonwealth Bank) for about 
$42,000, and the sum: of $16,000 in ‘specie, which was: trans- 
terred from New York, and that is the whole amount of specie 
vrovided. Whether any at uit paid out fs uncertain for 

‘T have heard of none. 7 

How far paymenis were made in Treasury notes does not 
appear, but Ihave information which declares ihat the indivi- 
duals applying for bounties and pensions: could obtain nothing 
but pills’ at the Commonwealth Bank, j 


Sir, I have letters before me which assert that the bounties 
to fishermen in Marblehead, for the year past, amounted to 
about $20,000; that the fishermen had usually received their 
demands in checks from the collector of Boston, and many of 
these checks had been received as cash at the Marblehead Bank, 
and passed to. the credit of the fishermen; that the president of 
that bank, a little antecedent to the payment of those bounties, 
called at the custom-house and inquired what would be paid 
to satisfy those bounties; and was answered, bils, and bills 
only, at the Commonwealth Bank; and that he immediately 
gave notice that he should not receive the checks on deposite at 
the Marblehead Bank, for they were unwilling to receive such 
paper as would be paid at the Commonwealth Bank. The 
fishermen were therefore obliged to present their checks at 


Boston, and what kind of money many of them got the Senate 


has already been informed. p 

Sir, what do these and other facis, against which we cannot 
shut our eyes, prove? That the Government itself, like the 
banks, has ceased to redeem its promises, and to obsy the law 
which requires is to pay specie. Itis worse than the banks, 
for it exacts specie and pays out paper. The apology for pay- 
ing-out paper is, that men voluntarily take it, Do they? Itis 
in vain to tell me, when men, pressed for the want of money, 
demanding both specie and Treasury notes iu preference to 
bank paper, take it because they can get nothing else, that they 
receive it voluntarily. They are compelled to take it because 
their necessities will not permit of delay, and it is sceffing at 
them to say it is done voluntarily. ‘Phe Senator on my left 
[Mr. BucHanan] says there is a wide difference between Trea- 
sury notes and the common paper currency; but what is the 
rea} difference? One is payable on time, the other-on demand. 
This is all. The Gov. rnment issues notes on time because it 
cannot redeem them on demanii; the banks, for some Lime past, 
have issucd notes in form, payable on demand, but every one 
who receives them knaws that, at present, they are not to be 
paid in specie on demand, but doubtiess will be soon. Io each 
case the holder has a promise to pay—a pond, il you choose so 
to call it—which is esteemed good, but neither the Government 
nor the banks are good for the specie at present, because neither 
can pay it. All we have in either case is a satisfactory secu- 
rity, and I cannot perceive that the time named for payment 
changes its essential character. The Government doesas much 
send out tmnconvertible paper as the banks—it is designed as a 
currency. Kr is issued on time, because it cannot be paid on 
demand, for the plai i 


nest of ali reasons—the Government has 
not the funds to do it. The case of the banks isno stronger. 
I can see no important diference between the condition of the 
banks and the Government; and the censure heaped so lavishly 
upon the one falls necessarily with equal force on the other. 

But all this is not much to the point, for we are aiming to 
make the-currency better. The Senator from Carolina wishes 


rious currency. 

The policy of such a meĘisnre 
doubtful, Butletus look at it pri 
dation of the credit ef a bank? Hr 
deems its paperatsight. This yi ach a presumprion in 
its favor, that its paper is ordinarily in good credit. On the 
other hand, ifit fails to redeem its paper, the presumption i& 
exactly the other way, and no one will receive its paper with- 
out evidence of its ability to pay, and some explanatory reason 
for its failure to futfil its promises. Nothing, therefore, can 
be more obvious than that the great element of credit is a 
prowpt fulfilment ofthe pror cem. i 

If we agree to receive the notes m-specie paying banks 
for revenue, how is it possible we can ascertain the condition 
ofthe eight huxdred banks, so as to be satisfied of safety in re- 
ceiving their bills? What kind of investigation can we insti- 
tute? What means or power have we to. reach any thing like 
a prudent of satisfactory result? F confess I eee noway. If 
they p: in their favor; if not, 
eive all paper which 
rak banks will throw out 
cain, and make their circulation large. 
dundant, and is just that which be ess men‘ never 
like to keep on hand, but vd itof as fast as possible. This 
is the Very money which would find its way into the Treasury 
in payment of revenue. for the collectors would have no dis 
cretion to refuse it. . I fear, sir, we should not only set a bad e) 
ample by sustaining unsound banks, but should greatly suffer 
by it. 

y, Mhe only recommendation of the measure js, that it wil aid 
the banks to resume specie payments. I cannot deny that it 
would have that tendency, but that would ill requite us for the 
evils it would briag with 

Two things are necessary ape 
meats. First, public confidence, which gi 
—that much abused thing, credit, which «lone can give curren- 
cy to paper. His utterly vain for the hanksto. attempt to do 
business, ifthey must keep an ameunt of specie in their vaults, 
Qollar fordoHar, equal to the amount of paper issued. They 
cannot, under such circumstances, do business without loss. 
Without public confidence to such an extent as to keep their 
paper in citculation, they cannot go on at all, nor can they rc- 
sume and do business till it is restored. 

Secondly. Since the Bank of the United States ceased to is- 
sue paper, we have had no currency of uniform value in all 
parts of the country, and with which balances. between places 
in trade could be paid, except specio. The drawing of specie 
from the banks in one part of the country, and fransierzing it to 
another, has just the cffect upon the public 


ta run of banka 
upon one another has. _ It deranges business, cripples the 


anot be otherwise than 
cally. Whatis the fous- 
on the fact that it re- 


ion of specie pay- 
¿s the banks credit 


| banks, destroys thoir usefulness, and has, with the help of other 


causes, brought-us where we are, and tends strongly to. keep 


usthere; becausc the want of uniformity in currency wiil al- - 


ways disturb public confidence.. The future condition of 
things will depend on this.. . If the banks can be left to pursue 


Such paper is 


their way, they will maintain theircredit; but. if they résume 
now, and the specie in their vaults some months “hence should 
be required to pay debis ia Europe, they would, in Si de 
fence, be obliged again to suspend. You may talk as mitch ae" 
you please of the state of. exchange wiih foreign countries: < 


-Even ifit be below par, tisso because you have ‘no “business,” 


and this only proves that one’ obstacle, the necessity. for. the - 
transportation of specie in that direction, is; present re- 
moved. if there be no ‘business, there cai be nd occasion for 
specie or exchange abrowil. . But something more is necessary 
—confidence at home, and a currency in-whith .debts can be 
paid here in all parts of the country... If we can find nothing 
‘but specie which will answer, that, of course, must be kept in 
motion, and we can haye no regular business, no setiled state of 
things: for transferring it from piace to place disturbs both the 
banks and business, We need a paper that has general Credit, 
here aid abroad; a paper in which balances between. places, © 
remote as well as near te each other, may. be paid off without 
disturbing the specie. Such a paper was afforded by the Bank 
of the United Siatcs, either in notes or “phils “of exchange, and 
É what a state of things the absence of it produces. 

we have not, and cannot at present have, thé benefit 
a circulation, we Gughi to resort to the ‘next best mea- 


sures. . 
In the Government would cease its hostility to. the bauke, and 
would receive and treat as circulation the.bills.of sound: specie | 
‘paying banks; in a word, if it would, in good faith,. give the 
banks its confidence and countenance, it is my sincere convie: 
tion thatthey would at once find themselves able to resume; but 
they cannot resist the adverse power. ofthe. Government... “Sir, 
Icannot doubt that, if the Government would giye its support 
to the proposal of Mr. Rives, the banks would at once ‘resume, 
and business woud be revived. #3 

But how long things would thus. continue, would depend on 
events which cannot be foreseen. I much fear another suspen: 
sion, whenever a monetary pressure. shall cote, or we shall 
run largely intedebt abroad. Any thing that shall set specie 


- in motion, by. raising its value above paper, will-provea very 


disturbing cause. “Our present. purpose is, however, to get 
back to specie payrents;.and believing, as I do, that the Se- 
natoy’s plan will as readily’ bring that event about as to 
legalize the reception of irredeemable paper, I much prefer it. 

The disturbing cause of which I speak must necessarily recur 
so-often as the course of trade shall create heavy drafts on the 
banks for specie. This will derange both. the currency and 
business... We need, and have. alwas used, a'much greater 
capital in business than the specie in the country.” Of late, the 
loans of banks! alone have amounted to. about’ five hundred 
millions, while the specie has. not. probably (with extraordi- 
nary efforis to import and retain ‘it)ever exceeded abouteighty 
millions, $ ; SN ae 

Our business, therefore, demands paper, béth for its aliment 
and to preserve it from those disastrous fiuctuaticns arising 
from the motion of specie. Littie occasion would be found for 
the transportation of specie, if we had some institution, issuing 
paper in the form of bills of exchange, or any form convenient 
for commerce, that should have a firm, undoubted credit at 
home and in foreign countries. While we are. without this, 
we mnst nave periods of a disturbed currency, of great depres- 
sion in business, We'must be visted by severe calamities, in. 
the struggle to pay off balances between commercial places. 
We have seen recently exchange between New York and Bos- 
ton and New York and Philadelphia at from two to three per 
cent. advance. This, doubtless, was because these cities were 
indebted to New. York, and tere .wasno medium. of like value 
in-them all. . Mr. President, for these reasons, whilel am 
most anxious for the resumption of specie payments, 1 cannot 
vote. for this measure. A = ae 

(Mr. Niues argued with much earnestness against the recep- 
tion of the irredeemable paper of the banks. by. the Govern: 
ment. He insisted that the state of things was now as former- 
ly, the Government having proceeded in a direct and consis- 
tent manner. He pressed his surprise at the sentiments ex- 
pressed by Mr. Davis, coming as they did from a gentleman of . 
so much sense and experience. He insisted that produce was 
the only proper and sufficient medium of exchange ‘with 
foreign countivs; there could be no nced of bills or specie for 
that purpose. | 

Mr. Davis exid he knew very. well that he and the Senator 
from Comecticut differed in many matters, but he was some- 
what surprised that the Senator’s zeal should so much oute 
travel his jude ment-as to lead hirn to a contest with those who 
proposed to vore with him. i 

Mr. D. said he was astonished that the Senator should charge 
him with inaccuracy, and, to prove it, allege that things had 
undergone no change, but remained as they had been before the 
Administration came into power.. Could the Senator be serious 


_ in saying the Treasury order did not interfere with the curren- 


cy? He would refute the declarations of the Administration. 
again and again made, that ithad had greai influence, and pro- 
duced great effects. If he wiil look at it, he will see on the ve 
lace of it that it was issued to suppress bank credits and ban 
ues.. It was designed to discourage trade, and both Presidents 
boasted officially that it had accomplished its purposes. It re- 
quired the revenue from lands to be collected in specie, while 
that from customs was left to be collected in bills. . What as 
surance had we that imports would not be included in.a like - 
order? The Administration claimed that they had interfered 
with the currency, and the business of the country. Itcontended, 
and, I suppose, now contends, that the panacea for all political 
evils was, and now is, an exclusive metallic currency... New, 
when the Administration adopts a measure designed to work a 
change in the currency, and claims that it has done it, will the 
Senator declare here that there has been no interference? . Will 
he say there bas been no change? . No distress? . Sir, if what 
the Senator sees and hears will not convince him that there hag 
been change and interference, and that there is distress, no ar» 
guinent addressed by me to him will work conviction, Sir, the 
Senator has spoken hastily, and is mistaken. Tae 

Mr. D. said that the Senator had contended we needed no cuf- 
rency to pay off balances in the course of trade, for they were 
paid in produce. What is this but contending that there are no 
balances? If produce paysall, then there are no balances to'be 
adjusted; for by balances we mean precisely what is Jef unpaid 
by the interchange of trade in products. tease oe 

‘The Senator’s argument. proves too much; for Ifall debts can 
be paid with produce, then we have.no. occasion for money; we 
neither want nor need.it. : Tam sure he isa little.too well versed 
in business to seriously attempt to maintain: this ground: “We 
all feel too ofien the want of money to-conténd that we have aay 
produce to supply its plage; © T 7m7 T 
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Cumberland Road—Mr. ‘Underwood. 
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SPEECH OF MR. UNDERWOOD, 


Or Kentucky, © . . 


Whe House having under consideration the proposition of 

fr. UnbeRwocd, to recommit the bijl making appropria- 

dns for the continuation of the Cumberland road, with in- 

; ructions to report a bill in lieu thereof, ceding the same to 
~ the States through which it passes. ` . 

Fs UNDERWOOD said thai, in submitting the proposition 
befurethe House, he had not Ween influenced by the belief that 
Congress had no con ional power td make reads through 

Ife ente tnosucd opinion. On tlie contrary, 

that Congress might. constitution 

yr without the consent of the Siates, 
ional purposes, He had heen, 

ations by Congress for the im- 

ded a syscem can be adopted 

y section, and allow every State 

federal numbers. There may 

t importance as to claim appro- 

mient, and which would justify 

ugh the States might not par 
ring to the rale prescriLed. ‘Such 
ions to the general rue, and may be 

3, on account of their great advantages 

although some States would derive 

om their construction. Such, for 
tedship canal und the fails of Ni- 
agara, and the extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to 

Pitsburg, While, therefore, (said Mr. U.) L reserve the right 

io make exceptions, I am ready now to declare. ceaseless hos- 

tity to. all farther appropriations for works which, being des- 
titate of great national importance, are chietly beneficial to 
the Siaies in which they are located. YF ir, I will make 

Whtupon such appropriations until. favoritism and partiality 

Fecéiveiticiy dears biaw, or justice is comp hed to retreat be- 

to give Up the unavailing contest, and 

afety in obscurity uud retirement. 
‘imberlend road through the States of 
sents, to my mind, no objects of 
transcer which should give it the preference 
over all other ruadsin she cummtry, and make it a national bant- 
to be taken to our bosoms, aol nourish- ' oni the general 
reasury, While we treat with cold indiffere...e aus ct the 

roads of Tennessee, Kentucky, and other S 

road, it will never be extensively used. Tro 


all do justice Co 
to participate in proport 
bg abjects of stich transcen, 
priations for Ui 
Congress in mz 
: pate in the ber 
wbjects constitute ex 
“placedabove other wor 
téthe nation at large: 
` greater benefits (han oti 
example, is the conter 


a 


Indiana, awl 


of war'willfind a more rapid and much-cheaper conveyance to 
s Where needed, by steamboats upon 
ue 


points-an the frontie: 
the Ohio, the M 


i and their tributary streams, and 
upod the Jakes of the North. When transportation by 
water necessarily ceases from ice, the severity of the wea- 
- ther will likewise suspend miliary operations. As a com- 
mercial road, it is even less important. Took at the map 
ofthe United States. Yuu may trace at a glance the great na- 
tural avenues of commerce in ourriyers and lakes. Ño far as 
weare dependent upon art for facilities m aid of trade, the 
canals constructed and const gare by far the most import- 


truer 
Wauxiliaries. Land carriage cannot compete with that by 


water. Besides, the Carnberland road, in its contemp'ated ex- 
tension through Ohio, Indiana, and Minois, runs nearly east 


and wesi thogeh ana 


} vicunural country, producing the same 
marketable commodi 


Phe similarity of climate and soil 
throughoutthe country i a the road Must always pre 

“-seatunformity in the character of the prudace raised hy the 
yeopie for market, Their productions will generally find the 

Dest market j . Water iage alone will enable 

the farme earry inanimate articles to 

a idistan m rket eting live stoc narket, oue or 

more roads, throw ucky and Tennessee would be vasily 

miy the į e of Oiio, Indiana, and Lijinois, 

thanthe extension of the ‘land read, To and from the 

points where this road inters the canais which comeet the 

Olio river with the Jakes, and where it crosses navigable 

‘sifeams, there may, and probably will be much carrying of 
i vos. To this extent the road 

ns; but such aid willbe very in- 
d with the immenss.amount of bu- 
en the canals and rivers from 
The road, in a na 


n the 


s road, whil 
nai, if not greater im- 
a from Boston to the Hud- 
e, from Baltimove tothe 
New Orieans to 
imporiance the 
ear nota whis- 
hite, year afer 
zive, to the 
between 
uchy to 
and its exten- 
Indeed. Con 
sville road as to 
astru At that time it 


mI 
viie 


id thos Cumberiand r 
at Alton or St. Lo 
gress, at one time, thought sa his 4 
make an appropriation to aid i £ 
was. hoped and believed, by the friends of internal improvement, 
that Coagtess designed the execution of a general system, and 
“thavin due time every part of the country would receive its 
share of ihsrefre influences ofepening the National Trea- 
sity toaidin making roads and e But there came a 
blight upon the hopes of patriots and statesmen. A chilling 
pelo arr d the Maysville road appropriation, and struck 
dowhall hope of executing any general system: and, from that 
ime to this, bese sumshave been appropriated for internal 
improvements, not with the view to execute any general plan, 
butter a lal contracted; unintelligible system, the erea- 
ture óf Executive dic'ation and misrule, by which- thousands 
Mpotthousands, have been Javished upon rivers and roads jn 
some paris of ‘he country, asd not a dolar allowed to other 
rivers and roads equality deservi sry respect. 
i fate memorable debate in the Seite has recalled public 
inton to the. ien aad measures of Gevernment in 
ito jiterial improveoients shortly after the end of the last 
War. with Great Britam. ° Mr. Calhoniythen presented to the nà- 


he House of Representatives, Wednesday, April 18, 1838. ~ 


| tion a magnificent scheme, broad enough to. comprehend all the 


States. He, moreover, proposed to provide and set apart a 
fund for internal improvements. Congress, at the instance. of 


Mr. Pickering, of Massachusetts, decidedin favor of expending _ 


the fund in the severa! States in proportion to their federal 
numbers. In these proceedings tie nation saw a spirit of libe- 
raljustice. The people of every State had aright to expectaid 
from the Gensyai Government in the construction ef those works 
most deeply interesting to them. But, sir, the arm of the late 
President was put forth, and the system upon which the people 
had placed their hearts, and their fondiy cherished expectations, 
were prostrated by his power.” Instead of indignant resistance 
to his mandates, the interests of party and the selfishness of po- 
liucians brought abouta tame submission to his will; and men 
might be pointed at who glorified General Jackson for the ap- 
priation to the Maysville road, before the veto; and who, as 
soon as the velo was promulgated, faced to the right about, and 
gisrified louder and longer than ever! ‘The general system by 
these means was destroyed. Itis now defunct. In its place 
we have a partial and unintelligible system, if system it can be 
called, dependant upon the existence or nonexistence of ports of 
entry, and other considerations equally learned and zzise; exe- 
cuted greatly to the benefit of the people and politicians of some 
sections, while those.of other quarters are leftto comfort them- 
seivesby reflecting how much Naturehas blessed them, as the 
best set-offte the stepdame policy of the Government. Kentucky 
has felt all this deeply. 

lam in favor of abandoning this partial system altogether. I 
saw the general system overturned with regret; but it has been 
done. Ihave no hope that itean be resuscitated. There are 
poweriul reasons why it cannot be; and there are not a few why 
it ought watto be. twill give you someof them. The States, 
many of them at least, perceiving, after the elevation of Gene- 
ral Facksun to the Presideacy, and his veto of the Maysville 
road appropriation, that the execution of a general system of 
internal improvement by this Government could not be expect 
ed as soon as desired, if ever, adopted systems for themselv«s, 
ail commenced their execution with such means as they could 
command. ‘fhe plans of the States now occupy the grounds 
which the General Government might and ought to have occu- 
pied, before the States were forced to take up the business, 
your neg “ect. permitting this; ifyou now adopt agen 
system. and commence its execution independent of the St: 
you will interfere with and may their plans. Under this cor: 
tion ef things, the only sensible course, it seems to me, whic! 
we ought iow to take is, to aid the States in the completion of 
their plans and works. If a State has-already made a road 
which you should have made, it would be extremely ridicuicus 
for you now to make a parallel national road a few yards only 
from the Starte road; or to undertake, by patting a fresh layer of 
stone on the State road, to convert it iato a national road. Such 
interference, at this time, might produce dangerous collisions 
between National and State authority. The feelings of the peo- 
ple contd not fail to become greatly excited; and consequences 
fatal to onr peace, if nòt to our Governments, might result. It 
is the first duty of every statesman, having the superintendence 
af any part of our complex political. system, to be extremely 
careful in preserving and maintaining the harmonious action of 
the whoie, Itis better to abstain from doing that which you 
may rightfully do, and which, when done, would be productive 
of good, than to force your measures upon an unwilling, dis- 
satisfied pcople. For one, I cannot consent, strongly attached 
as I have been toa general system of internal improvement, 
and its exeeution by the nation, to commence operations at this 
lare period, which shall, x the least, interfere with those of the 
States. stare ne g : 

Again: the Siates (I believe generally, it is certainly true in 
to Kentucky) have wisely united their means with those 
ol viduals in making roads. An act of incorporation pre- 
scribes the terms of union. By this course the State secures, in 
the management of her part of the fund, the energy and econo; 
my which. mvariatly spring from the self-interest of the citizen. 
My experience and observation of human c!:aracter and con- 
duet have long since convinced me that there are very few, if 
any, public officers, with fixed salaries, who attend to the busi- 
ness of the community with that care and diligence which they 
observe inthe masagement of their own private affaiis, Tell 
a public collector. at sunset, that a debtor ofthe Government is 
about to abscond, and there is danger of losing-the debt; will he 
lose aay sleep in consequence of the information? No, sir. He 
will creep to bed, and lie as quietly and as snug till morning, as 
if he had not hearda whisper. Make the same statement w a 
man iù relation to his debtor, and at once he is roused into ac- 
tiog; he travels all night; he hunts constables, sheriffs, magis- 
trates,and, as the day breaks, Jevies his attachment upon the 
sods and chattels of his abseonding debtor. It is legislative 


Wisdom to blend public and private interests together, and to 


n aid of the public, the strong motives generated by indi- 
erests, My State has done this, by uniting with her 
citizens ia making roads, while she has reserved to herself, ex- 
clusively, the more important work of improving her rivers. 
Phe Executive policy of the General Government is to divorce 
public and private interests, And we have the natural fruits 
ofsuch a policy m the vast expenditure, the waste of money 
upon the Cumberland road. 1} have taken some pains to look 
into this matter. I find that Captain Ogden, the superintend-_ 
ent vied to the last Congress, that $570,363 61 had been ex- 
penled oa one hundred and forty-eight miles ofthe road in In- 
diana, and that it would require $1 779,266 55 to.complete these 
one hundredand forty-eight miles It thus appears thateach 
mile wili cost a fraction more than $15,575. The same officer 
reports upon ninety miles of the read in HWinois, showing that 
$277,594 83 had been expended, and that $939,407 30 would he 
require! to finish, so that these ninety miles will cost upwards 
of $13 390 per mile. I have not put myself to the trouble of 
gearching ddcuments to prove the cost, per mile, of that pait of 
the road which passes through the mountains. But, judging 
from the expenditure in Indiana and HMlinois, where the labor 
in gra ling is inconsiderable, the expense per mile, 2cross the 
motmtains, exceeds $20,000. Does any member believe that 
the road would have cost as much if individual interests had 
been combined wih those ofthe Government? 


re: 


The foregoing considerations have great weight in constrain- 


ing me to surrender to the States, in future, the business of 
road-naking. There are other important reasons. I cannot 
omit to mention one of them. Upon the accession of General 
Jekson to the Presidency, those who attentively considered 
the patitical evolutions of his camp.could pot fail te perceive 
that while the troops were ordered to mark time in harmony 
with the notes sounded by the drum and fife of retrenchment, 


reform., 2nd Democracy, every ‘movement tended to extrava- 
f : 


-of patronage. 


. made hy the Genera} Government. 


‘tional distinctions. 


gance, destruction, and despotism. °The-great lever by which 
he. uproeted. the. fonndationsof the setied institutions of the 
country, wisely and beneficently. conducted by his prede- 
cessurs consisted of the increase and unscrupnlous excreise of 
the patronage which appertained to- his station. ‘To accom- 
plish his purpese,and to.bend.-every. thing to. his will, he did 
not hesitate to make vacancies by his power.of removal from 
Office, and ‘then to fill them by chose who made. his dictation 
instead of the laws of the land, their rule of action. -Alarmed 
at these h'gh handed proceediugs, the Whig flag of the Revolu- 
tion was raised, and the friends ofliberty invited to rally-around 
it. I obeyed the summons. From the hour T volunteered, tu 
this moment, I have, on all: suitable occasions, pointed to the 
enormous powers and patronage of thé Exeeutive as the forti- 
fication of an enemy, which must be levelled. It isthe de- 
spots strong hold, the world over. . - ` s ; 

Now, sir, with these opinions firroly fixed, I surrender, with- 
out regret, the general system of internal. improvement, be- 
cause it takes from the National Executive one of his sources 
We shail have fewer Government.agents con- 
trolling and spending their hundreds cf thousands, fewer jobs to 
let, and less ability to reward partisans with political “ spoils.” 
If Ihave not been misinformed, your Government.agents and 
contractors on the Cumberland road have attempted, and suc- 
ceeded in exercising, a political influence over the laborers in 
their employment. - It has. been an object asdear to their hearts 
to carry an election, as to construct the road; and they have 60° 
managed it as to connect the road with politics, and politics 
with filling their pockets, ina manner equally degrading and 
corrupt 

it will not follow asa_ consequence that we shall have no 
good roads, if we now abandon the scheme of having them 
Far o:herwise. The re- 
sources of the States have vastly increased since a system of 
general internal improvement, to be carried cn by the natien, 
was first conceived. The States are now, able to make roads 
and canals. for themselves... Some of them have already 
completed -splendid works. All are busily engaged up- 
on improvements suited to their respective situations and cor 
ditions; and, under the -change of.circumstances, the General 
Government will promote the interests of the peaple ina more 
eminent degree by. increasing. the power and. means of. the 
States, than can be done by leaving the:Siates unaided, and Re 
ing on, as heretofore, with a partial and contracted system of its 
own. We can increase the ability, and stimulate the energy of 
the States, in a manner worthy of statesmen. We ought to do 
it, be dividing among them ennually the nett proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands, and assigning toieach a share in proportion to 
its federal population. That, sir, ie my plan, and which I hope to 
see substituted in the place of all farther attempts to construct 
roads by direct appropriations. Do that, and you will find that 
the States will expend the money more economically and ad- 
vantageously than you can. You will perceive, likewise, that, 
if it is done, the people will require their representatives to 
take care of and to guard the. public domain, as a great national 
fund, instead of squandering it for the corrupt purpose of pur- 
chasing the support of voters, in behalf of aspiring politicians, 
who seek officer, from the highest to the lowest, by flattering 
and promoting selfish and sectional interests, instead of mani- 
festing those high. moral and. intellectual uel which alone 
can dignify andadorn official station, and make men capable of 
conducting publicaffairs with utility andsuccess, Let us di- 
vide the money arising from the sales of the public lands 
among the States, assigning to each a. just portion ; and then 
support the General Government by a discriminating tariff, hav- 
ing in view the raising of no more revenue than is necessary to 
gustain the Government, economically administered, and, atthe 
game time, the protection of those branches of domestic manu- 
facture essential to our independence. . 

I will now. proceed to notice the arguments advanced in the 
course of the debate in opposition to my proposition. The 
gentleman from Virginia, chairman of the Commitee on. 
Roads and Canals, (Mr. MERCER, ] gave us a brief outline of the 
system, by whichhe was, andthe House ought to be, governed 
in making appropriations for internal improvements, . By his 
system, three things are required : first, a survey by a con- 
petent-engineer ; second, an estimate of the cost of the praposed 
work, and a report; and, lastly, the action of ‘Congress upon. 
the information thus acquired through the appropriate com- 
mittees. Now, sir,.this is all very well; Dut the:gentleman 
was himself constrained to acknowlecge that Congress would 
not observe the rules of his system.upon all occasions». Some- 
times appropriations were made without any previous survey 
and estimate; andall of us remember, who were here two 
years ago, when we had many surplus millions in the Trea- 
sury, the wild’schemes for fortifications, railroads, and ‘Jight- 
houses, which were proposed in one or the other House of 
Congress, without any previous survey, estimate, or report. 
Congress, during the overflowing of the Treasury, did not 
restrict its action to a discussion inerely of the wild: schemes 
proposed, but it actually made appropriations in violation of 
the gentleman’s sysfem—appropriations proving, beyond all 
doubt, the want of rule, the want of system, and the existence 
of partiality in the action of Congress. Te give. an instance : 
During the 24th Congress, $25,000 were appropriated to im- 
prove certain rivers and harbors in North Carolina ; among 
them was New river, a little stream, scarcely visible upon the 
map, from its source to. Its mouth not nsore than thirty or forty 
miles in length; and yet there was po survey, estimate, or 
report, that I ever heard of; nos was there any port of cntry to 
bring the case within the then President's profound constitu. 
J objected to the appropriation’ for. New 
river at the time, but without effect. Taskedan appropriation 
to Green river, in my State. My application was scarcely 
treated with respect. J was then a new member, and was told 
that Fought not to expect an appropriation for Green river. by 
moving an amendment to any bill; but that ouelit bo refer the 
subject tothe appropriate committee, to Inquire into its pro- 
priety. Well, sir, early in this session, F referred the; subject 
by resolution to the Commitee on. Roads and Canais, and, as 
yet, there is not even @ response of any kind to my resolution. 
In the case of Green river, your own Topographical Engineers 
have so far complied with iny friend’s system [Mr. MERCER] 
as to make-a survey and. report; and, notwitbstanding this, 
I cannot perceive that E am any nigher my object now than I 
“was two years ago. You give thensands to remove. “oyster 
shoals” in New river—a spring branch compared with Green 
river-—and will uot appropriate-a tent io render the latter ravi- 
gable for hundreds of miles into the heart of a rich country, 
when the estimates prove than you can accomplish for the 
“penefit of the people as much, if not more, for less money, 
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than upon any other stream in the United Siates. Sir, my 
friend from Virginia talks of a system, but in reality we 
have none; and, what is worse, it seems to me we never 
shall have. We cannot get any thing like promptitude of 
action’ on the part of Congress, which is essential to the 
successful operation of any system. Members prefer to 
sit at their desks, and write letters, and read newspapers, 
to a patient and industrious investigation of the wants of 
the various sections of our -vast empire, in reference to the 
public works which should be construciel What do the 
members of Maine or Georgia care for the rocks and shoals 
which obstruct the navigation of Green river? Chey have cer- 
tainly a national interest, and no doubt feel it, in the prosperity 
of every part of the Republic; but, sir, heretofore, that senti- 
ment has been too weak .to produce energetic and just action 
upon the subject of internal improvement. Look at the appli- 
cation which my colleague from the Louisville district [Mr. 
Graves] has, time after time, made to free the commerce. of 
the Western States of a tax amounting, in the last year, to 
$145,224, and as yet he has not been able to get you to hear 
him on the subject of making the cana} at Louisville the pro- 
perty of the nation and toll-free, Your inertness and your mis- 
called system allow dne portion of the country to’ be heavily 
taxed in its commerce, for the use of improvements which you 
should have made, but did not; while, in other portions of the 
country, you are making free roads, not capable, when made, 
of benefiting the country a tenth part as much as those works 
which you have. entirely neglected. Away with such in- 
justice! 

I have been asked by a colleague who sits behind me, [Mr. 
Meznares,] why-l solicit for Green river that which I refuse to 
the Cumberland road?, It would seem that this question has 
originated in a supposed inconsistency on my part, in asking 
for benefits which I’ was unwilling to Gonfer upon others. I 
acknowledge the obligation of the divine injunction, “Do unto 
others as you would they shouid do unto you;” and 1 should 


regret very much that my course upon the present occasion | 


should be attributed to no higher motive than that of disap- 
pointed, mortified selfishness. Another colleague, [Mr. Sours: 
GATE,] after informing us that “it was but yesterday when Ken- 
tucky was a unit in opinion in relation to the question involved 
in this bill,” stated, in substance, that 1 now proposed to aban- 
don this road, “not because we have.not the money and cannot 
get it; not because we are released from the moral and legal 
obligation to extend this road to the Mississippi; not because 
the advantages of this road to the commerce and social inter- 
course of the Basi and West are not apparent; nos because 
we have not the Constitutional power, not because the road is 
not national; but, strange to tell, because Green river and Big 
Barren river are not embraced, and have not received the kind 
and fostering care of the General Government.” He then pro- 
ceeded to say that he would not withhold from: other’ parts of 
our own West that which, in justice and right, belongs to 
them, because Kentucky had not got her share. My colieugue 
(Mr, Sovrucarn] is not less ignorant of the true motives by 
which Iam actuated, than he seems to be of the facts and laws 
which govern the subject under discussion. . ‘Iwo years ego 
“Kentucky was a unit in relation to the question involved in 
this bil.” If my colleague wilt look into the journai of the 
Ist session of the 24th Congress, page 1143, he will there find 
that eleven of the twelve members of the Kentucky delegation 
who voted, opposed the appropriation for the Cumberland 
toad. The Treasury was then overflowing, it is now empty. 
I should congiver it’ unkind in thése then here to impeach 
my motives fora persevering, consistent course. Those who 
have subsequently become members may find it more con- 
venient to impute an unworthy motive (han to answer my 
argumenta, 

Twill proceed to satisfy my constituents and the whale coun- 
try, I trust, of the propriety of calling the attention of this 
House to “Green and Big Barren rivers.” My first object w s 
to contrast these rivers with New river, the spring branch of 
North Carolina, and thus to show the striking inequality and 
injustice of your pretended system of internal improvement. 
My second object was to contrast the same rivers with the Cun- 
berland road, for the same purpose. I selected Green and 
Barren rivers to make the contrast, because I was best dc- 
quainted with them. Any river would have dene as well, al- 
though situated ina State other than Kentucky, provided it 

ossessed magnitude and importance. James river, below 

ichmond, would have answered my purpose.. Why nat re- 
move the shoals and bars, and make a ship channel to Rich- 
mond? Has itnot the same claim which the overslaugh in the 
Hudson has? Does it not rise infiuitely above the “oyster 
shoals” in New river? Ay, but Virginia is opposed, on consti- 
tutional grounds, to this Government making improvements 
within her-territory. Is that a reason sufficient to deprive her of 
all aid? Will she rise in rebellion if you comme the im- 
provement of her rivers? The peculiar views of Virzinia’s re- 
presentatives, taking them asa mags, shouid no more prevent 
us from extending the system to aid hei, than the opposidon 
ofthe representatives of asingle county ina State should pre- 
vent opening a State road through their county. The con- 
struction which Virginia places on the Constitution is to de- 
prive her of a just portion of paternal aid, and Kentucky, 
without any such constitutional scruples, is. to be treated: as 
much like a step-child ag Virginia! And these inequalities in 


the distribution of advantages is yet called a system of justice : 


and liberality! . Sir, it is a taunting mockery. 

But there are yet other reasons why I might properly press 
the consideration of Green and Barren rivers upon Congress, 
ana selit be opposed to the appropriation forthe Cumberland 
road. 

There is a distinction between watercourses navigable by 
ture, although not permanently go, and works entirely artificial, 
which might justify placing rivers upon different principies 
from thoe which authorize this Government to construct 
roads. The General Government has taken jurisdiction over 
harbors on tide water since its foundation, and it hasimproved 
the navigation of tidée-water rivers and harbors, by maintaining. 
repairing, aud constructing light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, from the passage of the act of the 7th August, 
1789, (less than six inonths after the Government went into ope- 
ration under the present Constitution,)-dowsd to the present 
day. The same principle which allows you to benefit naviga- 
tion by erecting a beacon, a bacy; or light-house, en the 
_ hore or upon tide-water rivers, will equally justify you in tr 
ing the channel deeper. in looking into the Cons‘iintion, Iseeno 
power granted over sait or tide-water which is prohibited when 
you come to legislate in relation to the sivers'in the iateriorof 
the Continent, and not influenced: by the ebbing and flowing of 


the tide. To whichsoever of the enumerated.powers you trace 
jurisdiction over de-water, you will find it equally applicable 
to rivers, no matter where situated, within our territory. As, 
then, the improvement of navigation began with the first Con- 
gress that eversat under the Constitution, and without objet- 
tion, so far as my knowledge extends, it may be that Congress 


will continue toimprove rivers for the benefit of navigation, 


when no new work exclusively artificial will ever be com- 
mented. 
same right to. make a road that we have. to improve a river, 
whoather salt or fresh. -But to those who think differently, and 
who intend to perseverein improving rivers, and to abandon 
roads, I deem it a duty to keep the rivers ia which the people 
of my district are chiefly interested, before their eyes. If they 
look, perhaps they wiii find Green and Barren rivers as worthy 
of improvement as New river, the ever-to-be-remembered 
North Carolina spring branch! j j 
Sir, if Congress hat a large charity fund to dispense for pur: 
poses of education, would my colleagues think they haq dis- 
charged their duty, to sit by and see the whole of it applied to 
educating the children of other States, without proclaiming 
that there were children in Kentucky whe ought tocome in for 
ashare? No, sir; no. They would be unworthy the State 
which has honored us, if they did not indignantly resent every 
attempt to exclude the children’ of their constituents from a 
participation inthe common Jund. F have done nothing more 
than that. Lonly ask a just participation inthe common fund. 
My constituents would not tolerate me in asking more than my 
share, and they would dismiss me with scorn and contempt iff 


did not demand my rights—no, not my rights—but their rights, _ 


Tis for them I speak. 

But again, sir. Krisa well settled principie of international 
law, that the oceans of the earth are the common property of 
all nations; and that even rivers which pass through or touch 
the territories of independent nations are, for all the purposes 
of navigation to those nations, common property. Under this 
principle we ciaimed the right to navigate the Mississippi to the 
Gulf before the purchase of f ana. Under tiie same prin- 
ciple, we claim the right to r te the ®t. Lawrence to the 
Atlantic. As these principles i} among independent a- 
tions, much more strongly do they apply to the States i 
Union, bound together by a connnen Consiitution, 
significant motto, “E pluribus unum,” stamped upon 
and emblazoned on its flag. Consider, sir, that express power 
has been delegated to, Congress to rexulate commerce, not only 
with foreign nations, but with the severai States, and that Con- 
gress from the begins , Without objection, has assumed juris- 
rests and natural channels of- naviga- 
tion—an ingredient of commerce, according to the opinion of 
the Supreme Court; and then ask the question, can any one 
State legitimately appropriate to itself to the exclusion of other 
States or their citizens, any navigable river, ypon the ground 
that the river lies entirely within its own territories? . Sir; it has 


been judicially and correctly decided by the Supreme Court, in- 


the case of Gibbon-vs. Ogden, that it cannot be done New 
York was not permitted to grant: the exciusive’ navigation of 
the Hudson, by. steamboats, ta Fulton. Ifa State cannot make 
a navigable river exclusively for its own purpese, much less 
can it be done for all purpeses. Tt becomes, therefore, a ques- 
tion of vast magnitude to the people of my State, how far its 
Legislature can go in destroying entirely the natural navigation 
of large rivers, andsubstituiing in lieu thereof a betterartificial 
navigation by dams and locks, and subjecting the commerce of 
all the States to taxation in the form of tolls. Let. me bring 
this matter hame to the mind of every cne by giving a few il- 
luswrations. Suppose die Legislature of Louisiana should un- 
dertake to opena ship canal from Mississippi to Lake Pon- 
chartrain, andto tax all vessels passing through it, would she 
have the right todo so? . Undoubledty. because it would be'a 
work entirely artificial, constructed by her means, and for the 
use of which she might rightfully charge. But suppose she 
were to go a step further, and undertake to bieck up the natural 
channels atthe mouths of the Mississippi, with a view to com- 
pel ail vessels to use her artificial canal, and thus to tux them, 
could she do it without the consent of Congress ? 

Suppose Indiana construets a canal around the falls of the 
Ohio on her side,can she and Kentucky then combine to ob- 
struct the natural channel, and thus compel all boats at every. 
stage of water to pass through one of the canals and pay tolls? 
Can Kentucky construct a dam and fock upon the Cumberland 
or Tennessee river, upon pretence of furnishing an artificial 
navigation superior to that which nature has given, and thus 
levy contributions upon the commerce, and citizens of the 
States of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, or deprive them 
of the use of thess rivers? Sir, in al] the cases imagined, I do not 
hesitate to say that the States could not obstruct the natural 
navigation, wih a view to substitute an artificial naviga‘1on, 
without the assent of Congress. Wherein do these cases differ 
frem those of the Green, Kentucky, and Licking rivers, in 
which the natural navigation is tə be-destroyed, and a better 
artificial navigation substituted by the legislative action of a 
State, without even consulting her sister States in Cong i 
differs in nothing except that two of the rivers which my © 
has undertaken to improve do not touch the territory of any 
other State, If that face is sufficient to change or Tender inan- 
plicable the principles to which I have referred, so be it. To 
say the least, I think ita matter of doubt enough to justify me 
in desi an appropriation from Congr 9 aid the State 
with its improvements on Green river, even if it did not ex- 
ceed the amouni of ten dollars. A portion of the waters of 
Green rivercomes from Tennessee. I desire to obtain an ap- 
propriation to show the assent of Congress to the State im- 
provements now in progress, if nothing mere; and to do away 


_al] pretext for the interference of this Government in future 


times with those improvements. Without such assent, I donot 
know butthe time may come when it will be said that our 
dams and locks are unauthorised national nuisances, and that 
his Government is bound to abate them. 

I trust that my inquisitive colleagues will now perceive that 
my motives and my survey of the entire subject are not confin- 
ed to the suggestions of a narrow selfishness. Selfistiners 
deed! Why, sir, from the tenar of remarks which have s 
prised mein the progress of this debate, it would seem that if 
you were @ partner with certain genilemen in any mercantile 
concern, or trade, or corporation, and they were taking to them 
selves ali the profits and dividends, and you should happen to 
remonstrate against the iniquity, all the satisfaction that-yoa 
are likely-to get would be an impudent look, and the sacrile- 
gious exclamation “Good Lord, how selfish the man isP? 
What would you think of travellers in a-desert, who, in viola- 
tion of every principle agreed on at the commencement of the 


Now, sir, I am one of those who think we have the. 
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-shali be done in purs 


journey, should combine vw piace part of the caravan upon half 
allowance, while the other feasted sumptuously every dayr aud 
who, when complaints were made. by the sufferers; should 
return ho other reply than “ We regard you very uprea- 
sonable and selfish tu ask am equal share im the: bread and 
water?’ A dept gS 
These, sir, in my estimation, are fit. parallels to exhibit the 
conduct of Congress in. relation to intersal improvements ap 
conducted during the Jast nine years Gon 8 nna 
My colleague [Mi Porg] seems. to: be as much surprised-at 
my- course as my colleague, (Mr. Soutuears.]. Neither. of. 
those gentlemen was here during the-last Congress, and neither 
could have examined the journal to ascertain how T then 
voted. Hadthat been done, they would at least ‘have found me 
consistent with myself. My colleague (Mr. - Pops] vadverts:io 
the appropriations to send out an Exploring Expedition to the 
South seas, and the $100,000 voted to. the heirs of Fulton, as if 
they afforded countenance to the grant of $359,000 to the Cum- 
berland road in the present exhausted condition of. the Treasury. 
These precedents have not been set by my consent, 1 opose 
both. In setting on footthe Exploring Expedition, the conduct 
of Congress resembled that of a young spendthrift, who wastes 
his estaic, rambling abroad in pursuit. of pleasures and fancied 
geod, to the neglect of his more important and more profitable 
business at home; and as to the Fulton appropriation, it waa 
in my judgment a donation, which Congress refused to call by 
its proper name, and passed it through under the delusive idea 
of settling a debt. : ; 
There is. yet, Mr. Speaker, an important, argument against 
my proposition to be considered. It has been gravely. urged 
here that Congress was bound by compact to finish the Cum- 
borland road to the Mississippi river; that the faith of the nation 
was pleriged to do it. Gentlemen have asserted ‘this with: as 
much seriousness as if it. was founded in truth; and were i¢ not 
that the gravity of their countenances. rather forbids it, one 
might be disposed to smile at their-errors and ‘credulity on this 
point: Let us examine it. If my proposition violates an: 
compact or pledged faith, as soon as I am convinced I will 
instantly withdraw it. ‘The act of 30th April, 1802, tendering 
terms to the people of Ohio for their assent previous to their. 
entering te Union, and to which they did-assent, offers them 
one-twentioth part, or five per cent. on the nett. proceeds of the 
sales of public lands lying in their State, to be expended under 
the authority of Congress in “laying out and making public. 
roads leadi:g from the navigable waters. emptying into. the 
Atlantic, to the Ohio; to the said State, and through the same: ”" 
The act-cf 19th April, 1816, tendering terms to the people of 
Indiana, efiers them five: percent: on the nett proceeds of sales - 
of land lying in their State, forthe: purpose of making roads. 
and canals, three fifths to ‘be applied: b: their own Legislature, 
and “two-fifths.to the making ‘of a’ road or roads leading:to the 
said State, under the direction of Congrèss.? 0", i 
The act of 18th April, 1818, tendering terms to the people of 


. Hinois, offers them. five per cent. on the nett. proceeds. of the 


sales of land lying in their State, “two-fifths to be disbursed 

under the direction of Congress, in making roads leading to the 

State.” The other three-fifths were given to the State for pure 
oses of education. 2 

The foregoing acts of Congress constitute the basis upon 
which the cligation of continuing the Cumberland road to the 
Mississippi must rest, if there be any; and I- invite the special 
atiention of my colleague [Mr. SourHeaTE] to their provisions, 
Ialso heg him to notice other acts to which I shall refer, and 
then ask himself whether “the moral and legal obligation to- 
extend this road to the Mississippi’ is any thing more than a 
created phantom of bis own vivid imagination? -` 

It is perfectly clear, from the foregoing acts, that. there was 
not the sha:'ow of an obligation imposed upon Congress to- 
make a road in either of the three States. : I admit, however, 
there was an obligation imposed to tnake a road, or roads, leaa- 
ing to each of said States, so far as-the.two per cent. fand would 
accomplish it... In the case of Ohio, the stipulation is to.con- 
nect the Atlantic and Western waters; but no such provision is. 
made in relation to Indiana and Ilinois.. It -weuld be acompli- 
ance with the contract toconstruct roads leading to their bor- 
ders from Mi higan and Missouri, or any other quartet. Con. 
gress has, however, undertaken to fulfil its obligation by mak- 
ing. the Cumt<rland road, arid thus not only to fulfil it to the: 
letter, by making roads leading to these States, but to give each 
a greater advantage by likewise making the road in their re 
spective terri: cies, Of this I will not complain, although 
three per cent. has been allowed two of these States to make 
roads within tieir limits whenever they pleased. - On the 25th 
of March, 1805. Congress passed an act for laying out and maks 
ing the road from Cumberland, upon the Potomac, to the Ohio 
river. This was the commencement of satisfying the obliga- 
tion to Ohio, arid, in this act of 1806, the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars was ap}:ropriated. But in order to show that it was-not 
bound to expel m making the road more than the two per 
cent. which hac been set apart for the object, Congress careful- 
ly inserted in the act of 1806 a provision, making the. sum: ape: 
propriated “chargeable upon, avd reimbursable at, the Treasu- 
ry, by said func of two per cent. as the same shall acerve.’? 
On the {5th of May, 1820, Congress commenced the discharge. 
of its obligations to Indiana and Illinois, by passing.an act pro- 
viding for laying out and continuing the Cumberland road from- 
Wheeling to the Mississippi river. But, as ifendowed with the 
spirit of prophecy, and foreseeing thé unfounded ‘pretensions _ 
that might be set up, ofa “moral. and legal obligation” to com: 
plete the road after baving laid it out and begun it, and intend- 
log beforehand to denounce any such claim upon the Govern: 
ment, the Congress of 1820 inserted in the second section of their 
act the following proviso: “Provided always, and. itis hereby 
enactod and declared, that nothing-in this act contained, or that 
ance thereof, shall he deemed or constru- 
ed to imply any obiigation, on the part of the Unitéd ‘States to 
make, or to delray the expense of making, the road hereby au- 
thorized to be laid out, or of any part thereof.” - 

The road having been laid out under the act of 1820, on tha 
3d of March, 1825, Congress passed an act providing for the ap- 
pointment of a superintendent, prescribed his duties, and ap- 
proptiated one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to begin the 
-work. But the act expressly declares that the money shall be 
“replaced out of the tund reserved for laying. out and making 
roads under the direction of Congress, by the several acts 


"This act was subsequently modified by an act of.3d of 
March, 1803,80 as to require the payment of three-fifthe of the 
five per cent, to the State of Ohio, to be applied to making roads 
in that State, leaving only two-fifthe to be applied by the Gene. 


ta} Government in naking-roads to the State, 
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assed for the admission ofthe States of Ohio, Indiana, Iinoiss 

and Missouri, into the Union, on an equal footing with the origi: 
nal States.” The act. of March, Ii auihorized the survey 
and laying out the road to the permanent seat of Government of 
the State of Missouri, : £ 


» ft is impossible for the unbiassed mind to read the foregoing ` 


actsof Congress without. clearly perceiving that the extent of 


obligation imposed by them requires the faithful appropriation 


and expenditure of the two per cent. fund in making roads lead- 
ing to the States mentioned, and nothing more. N k 
he shown that we. have done that, the obligation ie discharged. 
If we have expended more, the excess is a gratuity” ~ : 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mi. Dromcooxs] has caused a 
thorough examination of-all acts heretofore ‘passed, appropri- 
ating -money to make the road- The result is, that 86,365,- 
083 46 have already expended; -of that sum. $2,843,942 20 have 


Now, if it can. 


APPEN 


been expended hetween Cumberland and the Ohio riven and . 


$3,521,141 26 have been expended between the Ohio and -Mis. 
siasippi rivers. . How much doesthe two per cent; fund amount 
to, and which Congress was under obligation‘to appropriate in 
-road making fur the benefit of these States? I called for infor- 
ination during the last Congress, to ascertain the amounts actu- 
ally paid to- these States—to wit: the three per cent. of the five 
per cent. fund. By the report of the Register-of the Treasury, 
dated the 20th day of December, 1836, it appears the State of 


Ohio was entitled to, and had received, $464,366 51 
Indiana do `> do do > 888,102 61- 
Tilinois .. do do do 260,328 96. - 
Missouri do do do 146,929 20 
Constituting an aggregate of < $1,259,727 28 


Thoævo per cent, retained by Government is just two-thirds 
of this aggregate, or $839,818. 18, which, being deducted from 
$6,365,083 46, shows that we have, as a gratuity, expended 
$5,525,265 28 more than we were bound to do.. To all this 
should be added the three per cent. on the sales of public lands, 

gid to the above four States, which, prior to the 29th day of 

ecember, 1836, amounted, as above shown, to $1,259,727 28, 
and the millions of acres given them for education and other 
purposes, if we would bring together in asingle view the many 
favors which a bountiful Government has showered upon them, 
1 do not repine at the munificence of the General Government 
tothe new’ States. I do not envy their prosperity: I rejoice 
at it. Their cilizens are my countrymen, and they give a kind 
eeleame to such ag leave the old States in pursuit of better for- 
tues innewerhomes. Sir, {have many relations, connections, 
and. friends in the States most benefited by the extension of the 
_ Cumberiandroad. But 1am not so blind as not to perceive that 

Government has more than discharged all its obligations to 
them and their States; and that, if you could double the quan- 
tity of lands yet to be sold in their boundaries, and treble the 

tice, two percent. on the money arising would never reim- 
Puree us the half of the expenditure already made, over aud 
above what any compact required us to expend. Under these 
circumstances, the people of those States, have no just celain to 
ask from anempty Treasury the additional sum of $359,000. to 
go on with the work. My motion to recommit, with instruc- 
tions, is made in order that the road shall be surrendered to. 
them; and, if hereafter the two per cent. fund should ever aug- 
ment.so as to.overpay us, which is scarcely. a possible event, no 
one will more cheerfully-surrender the surplus than I. “Indeed, 
sir, it may now be provided for, if my motion prevails, In 

saying up the road so far as it may have been finished, the 
Braies should come under the same terms and stipulations in 
regard to the passage of the mail, troops, munitions of war, sc. 
as have been heretofore made in relation tò that ‘part of the 
roadalready finished and ceded to the States. In regard to the 

arts of the road partially done, I am willing to ask no equiva- 
ent in return. ni Ba. puida 

Ihave shown, air, that we violate no compact in refusing 
to make the appropriation now asked. I have shown it by 
the record; and when the record (your statutes) Is examined, 
it will be seen that.this Cumberland road and its extension 
never constituted a part of any general plan or system of inter- 
naj improvement; but that ithad its origin in compacts with 
the States to and through which it goes, and the enhancement 
of the value of the public domain. So far as it depends upon 
these peculiar grounds, the argument in support of it does not 
in the least maintain the power of this Government to adopt 
and execute a general system of internal improvement. On 
the contrary, by placing this road for support upon the cam- 
pacts and the proprietary interest of the Government, the argu- 
ment in favor.of a general system. is thereby weakened. ‘It is 
ps muchas to say, but. for these peculiar considerations the 
xoad could not have been constitutionally made by us. 

One of the gentlemen from Indiana [Mr. Ewinc] gives mea 
eaution upon the subject of breaking down “obligations en- 
tered into by solemn compacts,” while I ‘still hold the new 
States bound by their stipulations in relation to the sovereignty 
of the soil.” The gentleman is wholly mistaken if he sup- 

oses I wish to avoid any obligation which the Government 

s incurred. , Iam for fulfilling all obligations, not-only lite- 
rally,.but liberally ; and in this. Instance we have done it; by. 
giving heaping measure. I can only understand the gentle: 
man’s remark in relation to “the sovereignty of the soil”? as 
a threat that if Congress refuse to spend millions more to com- 
plete. the road, if Congress evince a determination now to stop, 
the “new States” might justifiably seize upon the public do- 
main within their borders, and appropriate it exclusively to 
their own usé. Ina private or ‘public capacity, I trust E shall 
never fail to perform my duty in consequence of threats of any 
kind. I will not-be alarmed on the present occasion. I will 
only retort upon my venerable friend from Indiana, (for such 
I esteem him,) by using his own language, and tell him, 
“that he greatly overrates his sagacity and intellectual 
strength, if he thinks he can break down the . obligations 
entered into, and acted upon for thirty years,” and excite 


rebellion in the. State which has honored hiñ, even if my 


I must tell my Miena ano thingrT 
am, in principle, opposed to paying people for keeping quiet. 
i WH give Indiana ho bribe to keep her hands off the public 
lands. I-know individuals sometimes make exactions, and the 
timid sometimes yield in the hope of keeping upon good terms; 
but I have never known an unjust person to commence this 
game, who did not increase his exactions until they became in- 
tolerable; and, at last; the party imposed on would be driven to 
resistance. , Sir, the manly and best policy always is, to attack 
imposition at the threshold. Friendships ‘which can be pur: 
ehased and paid for by gold are not worth having. That liga- 
‘ment binds robbers together. The friendship which is worthy 
‘of elevated individuals, worthy of great communities, is pased 


motion should prevail. 
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upon sympathy, benevolence, and the pr nciples of eternal jes- 
ice. 1¢prompis the parties to entertain mutual respect, to give 


tice. 
_ each his share of any.common blessing, to rejoice in their mit- 


. tual prosperity, and to:aid each other in every good: work. Iris. 


this generous and noble friendship which I desire. to see Ken- 
tucky cherish for and towards all her sister States. : On their 
part I wish to ‘see it reciprocated. 1 wish to: put down, to ex- 
terminate every sordid, sectional, partial, and unjus: feeling and 
motive of action: To do this, so far as it is to be effected by a 
system of internal improvement, you must make it general, or 
-yournust give it up entirely. ‘The peace and harmony of fami- 
lies are destroyed, if the father lavishes all his bounty ona fayo- 
rite son, and suffers the rest to go neglected in’ ignorance and 
rags. ` So with these-States; unless justice and equality, accord- 


’ ing to the rule of taxation, or the rule of federal numbers, are 


observed, a burning indignation takes possession of the breasts 
of the neglected, and wheri the Government. tumbles to pieces 
from its own rottenness they will clap their hands for joy, 

Mr. Speaker, several of my Whig friends who differ with me 


on the present occasion, haye ventured, in the coursé of their | 


remarks, ta express their ‘regret that the proposition I have 
submitted should come from a Whig. What; sir, regret that 
a Whig should propose to stay the hand of extravagance; to 
stop expenditures partial and unjust; to claim common funds 
as common property; and to insist that they shall he used for 


the benefit of all, and not for a few! Sir, L ought to have re- . 


ceived.the thanks of every true-hearted Whig, rather than the- 
cold expressions which have been bestowed. - 'Therė .is some- 
thing wonderful in the amalgamating influences of this Cum- 
berlandroad. It operates like magic. The Whigs of Ohio, In- 
diana, and IHinois walk as lovingly with their political adver- 
saries on this particular question ag if they had always, on all 
questions, been perfectly agreed! How happens it that even 
where this road touches the territory of the Old Dominion, it 
makes the representative a good internal improvement man, 
and seems to silence all constitutional scruples in voting mo- 
ney for that purpose? I dare not say, when our constituents 
“are getting money, and we, in. consequence, are getting their 
votes, that all so situated have irresistible motives to. support 
appropriations to continue this road But I will say, there is 
a wonderful unanimity of sentiment on this particular matter 
among the representatives of the States through which the 
road is to be carried northwest of the Ohio river! Sir, 1 will 
take leave of my Whig friends in these States, and of the sub- 
ject, by saying to them, go home, tell your constituents that 
they have had milions more than they were entitled to under 
any compact; that Congress has given them the road as it is, 
and asked nothing in return where it is. not already finished, 
and that they. likea favored son of a kind father, who finds.it 
necessary and just to withhoid further donations, ought to re- 
turn blessings jor past favors, instead of curses for the change 
in the father’s conduct. You may tell them all this with truth, 
if my motion prevails, and they will approve what Congress 
has done, for you represent a sensible, reflecting, and honest 
people. 


“THE NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
SPEECH OF MR. EVANS, 


Or ‘MAINE, 


In the House of Representatives, May 23, 1838—The House 


having proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and taken up 

the message received from the President a few days ago, on 

he subject of the Northeastern Boundary of the United 
tates— 

Mr. EVANS said: The topics involved in the message re- 
specting the Northeastern Boundary ofthe United States were of 
too great and pressing importance, as well to the State he re- 
presented, as to the peaceful relations of the country, to be pass- 
edover without some observations. Hè wished he could im- 
press upon the House, and upon Congress, and, if his voice 
couldreach beyond these walls, upon the other Department of 


the. Government also, the necessity, absolute necessity, of ` 


for the adjustment, on 


prompt, efficient movement, on its part, 
rotracted contro- 


just, safe, and honorable principles, of this 
versy. Farther delay could only result in deeper embarrass- 
ment. The legislation of the State whose rights and interests 
were more direculy atstake had precluded much longer delay. 
The evidence of this is now before us. By a resolution, adopted 
with entire unanimity at the late session of its Legislature, 
which Ishall presently have occasion to read, (said Mr. E.) it 
is made the duty of the Governor of Maine, in certain contin- 
gencies, to cause the line of boundary on the Northeastern fron- 
tier to be surveyed and established, agreeably to the treaty of 
1783. Those contingencies are, that the bill introduced by my- 
self some months ago, and since reported Dy the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, shall notbecome a law; or that the Government 
of the United States, either by itself, or in conjunction with 
Great Britain, or with Maine, shall not appoint a commission to 
do thesame thing; and the period assigned by the resolve for 
the performance of this duty by the Governor, should the Uni- 
ted States fail to undertake it in one of these modes,is the first 
day of September next. ‘That period is approaching, and the 
duty devolved upon the Governor will unquestionably be dis- 
charged. Let this not be doubted. It will be done. That it 
will be attended with hazard to the pacific relations between 
us and Great Britain, there is too much reason to fear. These 
considerations, I trust, will secure to thissubject the earnest at 
tention of both branches of Congress; and in the course of the 
remarks I am about to submit, I will endeavor to point out the 
mode in which justice may be done to the State, and, at the 
same time, the peace of the nation preserved 

The message, which ignow the matter for consideration, em- 
braces two objects, the first of which is of comparatively lite 
importance. It relates merely to certain claims of the Stare of 
Maine for reimbursement forexpenditures incurred infaffording 
protection to citizens of the United States, who had been harass- 
ed, arrested, and imprisoned by the Government of New Brans- 
wick, under ite pretended claim of jurisdiction and authority 
over what they denominate the disputed teriitory. The amount 
is not large, but is justly due to the State; and ihe hope was 
indulged thatthe President would himself have ordered Its pay- 
ment, without recouree to Congress. Doubting his authority, 
nowever,to do so, he has trrnsmitted it here; notwithstanding 
on a former occasion, in 1828, the then Secretary of State (Mr. 
Clay) caused expenses of precisely a similar charac.er to be 
reimbursed, at the request of the Governor ofthe State, without 
submitting it to Congress at all, This precedent, howerer, 


solely. J 


` than the General Government deems it to be.”? 


does not seem to niet with favor atahis. time. and Mhe subject: 
‘js presented tous. Í shall. move, cir, to refer this vt partorth 
meseage to the Commitiee on Foreign Affairs... If they see fitto.: 
report favorably upon the claim, it will be no more . than jus- 
tice; otherwise, If the injustice 
in. comparison with the greater iny e WE: 

for myself, I shall -hardiy .besiew. a thought up 
these remarks; which are all ‘I shall offer upen tha 
message, I submit-it to the will and. pleasure : 


| beso light and insignificant, 
reh: e suffered, Ng 


The remainder of the message, and the docume A 
company it; are pf müch more grave and serious ‘import, 
invites no action on, the part of Congress. . Tt contains. nothing -.. 
upon which either House can act. It is not necessary, theres: 
fore, that it should undergo:the examination of any comm 


tee. 
‘It is communicated only “to show the'actual state of the nego- 


tiations with Great Britain on the general question.” ‘However « 
nnusual it may be for the President to'communicate.to Çon- 
gress, and espécially to’ this House, the state or the circum-. 
stances of a pending negotiation, I rejoice that he has. done so inv 
this instance. ButIdo not rejoice in the information we. have. . 


‘received. of the character and purposes ofthe proposed renew: 


ed negotiations, I fear, ‘indeed, itmay have a disastrous ef- 
fect upon the measure we are pressing, by all means.in our 
power forruming the line agreeably to the bill Ihave refers 
red ta. i g : , 
_ “The actual state of the negotiations on the general ques- 
tion,” we learn from the documents submitted with the mes. 


`- sage, to be, that, on the 27th of April. last, Mr. Forsyth, the Se- 


cretary of State, apprized Mr. Fox, the British Minister, that he . 
was directed by the President to announce to him hoy 
“The ‘willingness of this Government to enter into- Anar- 
rangement with Great Britain for the establishment of a joint , 
cemmission of survey and exploration, upon the basis of the - 
original American proposition, and the modifications offered by 
her Majesty’s Government.” > - 
The Secretary of State invites the Minister to a'conference, 
with a view “to conclude a convention embracing that object.” 
it will be seen that very httle information is to be gathered from 
this letter alone of the character of the proposed negotiation.. 
Whai the “original American proposition”? was, and what were 
the “modifications offered by her Majesty’s Government,” are not ~ 
stated, and perhaps need not have been. . The. reply of-the:- 
British Minister of the lst of May says that he is “not at present., 
provided with full powers for negotiating the proposed :conven- 
tion,” but will transmit the proposal to her Majesty’s Govern- 
mest, and must wait for fresh instructions. The “modifica- 
tions” he speaks of as contained in his note of the LOth of Janua- 
ry last. From this we learn that a proposition formerly made. - 


by the American to the British Government, and subsequently 


modified by the latter, has again been renewed, and that a con» 
vention between the two Governments may reasonably be anti- 
cipated upon the basis of that proposition, and the modifica- 
tions of it. In a letter from Mr. Fursyth to the Governor of 
Maine, dated May 8, he informs the latter that this has been 
done “in accordance with the expressed wishes of the Legisla- 
ture” of that State; as he had previousiy informed Mr. Fox, on ~ 
the 7th of February last, that it Could not be invited unless 
the authorities of the State of Maine” “should deem it more 
likely to lead toa fina} adjustment of the question of boundary 

i It seems, there- 
fore, that the Secretary of State, by direction of the President, 
has proffered this negotiation upon the ground that it is im con- . 
formity with “the expressed wishes’! of the Legislature of 
Maine, who deem it likely to lead to a final adjustment of the 
question. Now, sit, if this be so, certainly neither the State 
itself, nor its representatives here, can have any just grownd of 
objection to the proceedings about to be instituted. . But I take 
occasion here to say, what I will. more fully- show. before Tasit 
down, that upon this matter the Secretary labors under some 
extraordinary mistake. The Legislature of the State have never ` 
expressed any wishes, or consent, to such a negotiation.as is pro- 
posed; nor have any of the constituted authorities of the State; 
nor have they done or said any thing which can be so constru- 
ed. But ofthis more hereafter, 7 3 

My purpose now is to deal with this “original American 
proposition,’ which has been thus renewed, and to show that 
it was, at the time, in connection with certain concessions and- 
principles coupled with it, and made part of it, and to be ob». 
served in the execution of it, highly objectionable and dan- 
gerous; and that the British modifications render it still more 
so; and, if carried out fully, in the sensè intended by Great 
Britain, it will be a surrender of the whole question at issue. 
What, then, was “the original American proposition?’ ‘It was 
first suggested, but not distinctly offered, by Mr. Livingston, in 
his let er to the British Minister of the 30ih of April, 1833, in 
these words: | 2 

“AN the disadvantages of these modes of settlement, hereto. 
fore adopted, might, as it appears to the American Govern- 
ment, be avoided by appointing a new commission, consisting 
of an equal number of commissioners, with an umpire selected 
by some friendly sovereign from among the most skilful men 
in Europe, to decideon all points in which they disagree; or, 
by a commission entirely composed of such men, so selected, 
to be attended, in the survey. and view of the country, by agents 
appointed by the parties.” 

This was a mere suggestion, not much pressed, for the ap- 
pointment, in one or the other modes indicated, of a commis. © 
sion, with an umpire, who should have power ‘to decide on 
all points” of disagreement. ‘If this kad been all, probably it 
would not have been very objectionable; although even in its 
best aspect, it might not have been entirely satisfactory to 
Maine. But it was notall. The Secretary proceeded to offer, 
ag an inducement to the British Government to adopt the sug- 
gestion, a proposition for the employment of a “new principle 
in surveying,” which, was subsequently pressed with much 
earnestness for several years; and that was, a departure from 
the true north course from. the monument called: for by the ` 
treaty, and a deviation westward, in search of highlands, pro- 
vided none satisfactory could be found in the first-namied me- 
ridian. Tn the same letter, Mr. Livingston, after explaining-his 
meaning, says’ an ae 

“As this principle dces not seem, hitherto, te have been 
adopted, it appears to the Government.ef the United States to 
offer to the commissioners who may bë appointed the means of 
an amicable adjustment. ”? a Rae z 


; It isthus plain that, in the very inception of the proposition, 
it was carried out upon this new principle, and that “the tom: 


. missioners who may be appointed” were to avail themselves 


of this mode of “an amicable adjustment,” : 


cor 
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The proposition, even thus explaincd, did not meet witha 
favorable reception from the British Minister. , 

ticwas farther explained, and strenuously urged by Mr. Liv- 
ington, ag a means of finally settling the questios in a manner 
that would be binding on both parties. On the 28h May, 1533, 
he writes to Mr Vaughan that the failure hitherto to asceriain 
“the true boundary’ ought not me 

“To be attributed to any insuperable difficulty, but rather to 
the inefficiency of the means heretofore resorted to in order to 
secure such a decision as should be binding on both paries, and 
to the want of attention, by the commissioners and arbiter seve- 
rally employed for that purpose, to an established rule in the 
settlement of boundaries.” i f i 

‘The avowal is here distinet and explicit, that the adoption of 
his ve principle of surveying, which he here calls ‘an esta- 


H 


blished rule,” would settle “the irue boundaries,” in a man- - 


ner to be binding on both parties, although it shouid diverge far 
to the westward of the “ due north line? which the treaty calls 
for: In other words, whatever line should be run from the 
source of the St. Croix, upon the proposed principle of survey, 
would be the line of the treaty, the true line, and binding on all. 

Tho: British Minister so regarded it, and he repeats, May 31, 
to Mr. Livingston, that he understands him to say— , 

“That the only deviation, therefore, which caa be aitmitted 
in tracing the boundary, from the strict terms of the treaty, is 
an abandonment of the direct due north line from the St. Croix, 
which has been bi:herto followed in search of the highlands of 
the treaty; and a permission to be given to a. joint commission 
to be sent expressly to examine the country, to follow an oblique 
line tothe westward of the direct north hne, until they shall 
meet with highlands answering the description given of them 
in the treaty, as dividing rivers falling into the Atlantic from 
those which fall into the 3t. Lawrence. A line drawn to ihein, 
wherever they may be found, from the monument at the source 
of the St. Croix, Would be such a compliance, with the deserip- 
tion of the boundary laid down in the treaty, as to remove ail 
constitutional difficulties in the way of the Government of the 
United States, and enable itto fix that lise as ihe line of boun- 
dary.” i 

The joint commission, suggested as I have already stated, 
was thus to be at liberty to make “a deviation” “from the 
strict. terms of the treaty”—an abandonment of one of its 
plainest features; and a line found by such deviation and such 
abandonment. was, by the concession of our Goverment, to 
be the line described in the treaty, and to be obligatory upou us. 

Toe subject underwent a good deal of discussion, and con- 
tinued for some years, almost down to the present time, when 36 
igagain renewed. The proposition was distincuy restated by 
Mr. McLane, March 11, 1834, in these wor 

“Now, the proposition of the Presidentis, to find the high- 
lands answering the description of those called tor by the treaty 
of 1783, and to them from the monument to run a direct ine; 
and the President does not doubt that, with the aid of more ac- 
curate surveys by skiful persons, on the ground, and freed 
from. the: restraint hitherto imposed by a due north line, such 
highlands may be found; and which either the commissioners 
or the arbiter might have found had they adopted the rule now 
proposed.”? re bei nh ade 

Here is the most distinct admission that the “restraint hitherto 
imposed by a due north line”? had prevented the umpire and 
the commissioners from -finding the highiaads of the treaty; 
andthe “rule now Pieper, Wf adopted, would enable the 
new commission’ to find such highlands, and “lorun a direct 
line from the monument” to them. 

The British Minister comprehended the proposition perfectly 
well, as will be seen by an extract from his reply, dated March 
l6, although he did noi even then accede to it. He says: 

“The answer of Mr. McLane uyon that point is confined to 
stating that, should a new commission of survey, freed from 
the restriction of following the due north line of the treaty, 
find, any where westward of that line, highlands separating 
rivers, according to the treaty of 1783,a lins drawn io them 
fiom the monument at the source of the St. Croix river will be 
such a fulfilment of the terms of that treaty as the P ent 
can agree to meke it the boundary, without reference to the 
Stato of Maine.” 

{ wiil make but another single citation, though many ereat 
hand, to show that the “ original American proposition” was 
the establishment of a new Commission, to ascertain, by sur- 
veys, by explorations, not “ the northwest angle of Nova Sco- 
tia,” the starting point of the treaty, but to ascertals: > high- 
lands answering the description of the treaty,” that is, higiands 
which divided the rivers flowing into tae St. Lawrence from 
tnose which fall into the Atlantic ecean; and, in whatever 
westward course they might be found, to run a straight tine 
from the monument to them; and this. should be the Ime of the 
treaty... 

Me Livingston, as early as May 28, 1833, in the second letier 
he wrote, explaining and urging the proposition, said: 

“The President is willing, in order to simplify the operation, 
that the commission should be restricted to the simple questi 
of determining the point designated by the treaty as the L 
jands which divide the waters, to which peint a straight ine 
shall be drawn from the monnment, and this iine shall, as far as 
itextends, form part of the boundary in quesiion; t i 
shall then-designate the course of the line along the highian 
and fix.on the.peint designated as the north westernmost head of 
the Connecticut river.” 

Now, I should like very well to understand what is meant by 
the phrase ‘the point designated by the treaty asthe highiands 
which divide the waters.” A point, in geometry, we all know, 
has ho magnitude. How a range of highlands, sume three hut 
dred miles er more in !ength, dividing rivers, a dozen or mor 
on each side of it, can be called a point, T am at some} to 
comprehend. Well, to this point, (what pait of it, I pray?) a 
swaight line from the monument is to be drawn, and then to be 
continued along this “point? My objection to this, in paricu- 
lar, is, that it concedes more. than Great Britain. ever required 
of us. She was always willing we should run duc north as far 
as Mar’s ITill, some forty or filty.miles fron? the source of the 
Si. Croix; and would be entirely willing. now that a straight 
Jine should ba run from Mar’s Hill to. such highlands as shouid 
be discovered’ conforming to the treaty. If these highlands 
should be found any where westward of the treaty meridian, a 
line from the monument would necesSarily cut us off fiom the 
whole triangle, whose base line should be the ‘space irom the 
monument to Mars Hill, and which Great Britain has nlways 
been: ready. to concede to us. It would also cut us off from the 
sources of eurrivers, and probably also surrender the military 
port at Houlton, to which no claim’ has yet been setup by 

reat Britains How soen it may be, under such concessions, 


46 yetto beseen. The idea ofa straight line from the monu- 


ment to the highlands, which may be found conformable to the 
treaty, goes upon the ground that the point thus reached. would 
be the northwest angle of Nova Scotia; itcan rest upon nothing 
else. And yet Great Britain does not claim it as such. She 
knows too well where the northwest angle of Nova Scotia isto 
set up such a pretension, The.ground now taken by ker. is, 
that the line of the treaty is impracticable ; cannot be run ; is 
void for uncertainty; and that there is no northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia. If so, why need we concede her-more. than she 
asks? Why agree to search for highlands westward of the me- 
ridian fixed in the treaty, upon the professed acknowledgment 
that upon syeh highlands the northwest angle of Nova Scotia 
may be found. $ 

Bui, sir, notwithstanding the earnest solicitation of our Go- 
vernment, and the repeated assùrances. which were given that 
the mode proposed would. lead to results satisfactory to both 
nations, Great Britain declined to accede to it, unless upon COn- 
ditions, or modifications, rather, which were at once rejected. 
They required that the search for the highlands should be 
limited to the south of the St. John’s; that it should be agreed 


. that the St. John’s was not a river falling into the Atlantic 


Ocean; that the bays of Fundy and of Chaleurs were not em- 
braced within the term “Adantic Ocean;” and they required, 
algo, as a preliminary, an acquiescence in certain opinions or 
arguments expressed by the Kiog of Holland, in his pretended 
award, which led him to the conclusion that the line of the 
treaty could not now be ascertained. . I forbear, at this time, 
an examination of these opinions and arguments, although it 
would be an easy and an inviting task to show. their uiter 
fallacy, Our Government very wisely and- very promp'ly 
refused to admit these modifications; and, after several years’ 
effort, the proposition for a new commission of exploration 
and survey fell through. It is row renewed, and it is proper, 
therefore, to state the objections which originally existed to it, 
and which have lost none of their force. 

lu the first place, it presents but a part of the subject in con- 
troversy, or, rather, it proposes to adjust the controversy upon 
partial examination and evidence. The whole case is not 
presented, Jt seeks only to find highlands which divide the 
waters, as the only desileratum. Tt leaves out of view the 
great and only matter really worth inquiry, viz: “ Where is the 
ihwest angle of Nova Scotia?’ It does not offer to find it, 
nor make any reference to it. And yet, this is the very thing, 
and, indeed, the only thing necessary to be found. to setue at 
once the whole question. Establish this, and all the rest fol- 
jows of course. The northwest angle of Nova Scotia is the 
atarticg. point of the treaty, and agreed upon as a pointreadily 
discoverable, and wel] understood at the time, to prevent future 
disputes.. Let me refer to it a moment. The first article of 
the treaty is, “ His Britannic-Majesty acknowledges: the said 
United States, to wit: New Hampshire, Massachusetis, &c. 
to be free and independent States.” If nothing farther had heen 
said in regard to boundaries, there could have been no serious 
question as to.the extent of the limits of the new nation. Mas- 
sachusetts and the other colonies had plain and definite bown- 
daries, hy their respective charters, and all that would have 
been necessary to fix our Jine on the northeast would be to 
find the bounds of Massachusetts Bay, asdefined in her charter, 
But the treaty did not stop here. it proceeds, “ and that all 
disputes Which might arise hereafter en the subject of the said 
boundaries ofthe United States may be prevented, it is hereby 
agreed and declared that the folluwing are and shall be their 
houndaries, to wit: From the northwest angie of Nova 
Scotia? The object ofa more particular description of boun- 
dary is declared to be to prevent disputes in future. How 
was this to bedone? Undoubtedly. by the use of a plain and 
wel!-unslerstood definition—one about which no doubt could 
fairly arise. The starting point ts named, “the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia.” It wastakenasa point perfectly well 
known; and itis remarkable that, upon this identical point, 
then so clear, then beyond the power of future dispute, the 
chief controversy now actually exists. The whole question 
turns upon it. But the treaty is more precise still. J: would 
not leave in uncertainty what was intended by the term, “notth- 
west angle of Nova Scotia;” it defined it, viz: “that angle 
which is formed by a lize drawn due north from the source ot 
the St. Croix river to the highlands.” This furnishes the 
northwest angle of Nova ‘Scotia. This is the starting point. 
This is the point first to be sought for and settled. And yet 
the proposition for a new survey and exploration by commis- 
sioners keeps it wholly out of view. It is not once alluded to 
as among the purposes to be accomplished. 

I said, several weeks ago, when I spoke upon.this subject, 
that the northwest angle of Nova Scotia was a point easily as- 
coxiainable. There is no possible difficulty in finding: it. 
Tiow is it formed? By. the intersection of the northern line and 
the western line of the boundary of the Province.: The original 

cant of the Province cf Nova Scotia was made in 1621 to Sir 
iam Alexander. The western boundary was therein de- 
1 to be from the source of the St. Croix, “an imaginary 
ine, to be drawn or run through the country or over the 
land io the north, ta the first bay, river, or spring empiying 
itself into the great river of Canada, and from thence running 
to the east.along the shores of said river of Canada,” &e. The 
western line, therefore, of the Province of Nova Scotia, origi- 
nally, and in the outset, was a north line. from the St. Croix to 
the Si. Lawrence, crossing rivers and highlands, and whatever 
iuervened, and stopping newhere short of the shores of the 
I St. Lawrence. The northern boundary, at that time, was 
the river itself. In like manner, the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay, established irt 1691, composed of several prior colonies, 
extended below Kennebec, or Sagadahock, to the St. Lawrence. 
That was the northern boundary of the several Provinces on this 
side of it. The western boundary of Nova Scotia_has never 
been changed. In every public document of the British Go- 
vernment, arid they are numerous, the western boundary is 
always and invariably a line due north, or direcily north, from 
the source of the St. Croix. The northern boundary has been 
changed. After the cession by France to Great Britaip of the 
Provinces of Canada and of Nova Scotia; by treaty of Paris m 
1763, the northern boundary of Massachusetts Bay, as well as 
of Nova Scotia, was removed from the shore of the St. Law- 
rence southerly, to the highlands. dividing the waters which 
fell into that river from. those which fell, ime the sea or the 
Auantic. 'Phis was first done by the prociamatien of the King 
iu (763, and subsequently by an act of Parliament of 1774, from. 


the last of which I will read so much es defines the southern ji 


boundary.of the Province of Quebec: y 
“Bounded ön thé south by a liné fram the“bay of 


; i Chateirs, 
along the highlands which divide thevivers which empty them- 
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selves into the river St. Lawrence, from those:which fall inw:the 
sea,” &c. to Connectiqul river, o o so ek te 
Let any onc lock at the map of the country.: Ehi 
Chaleurs lies farto the north and east... Draw ain 
thence westwardly to Connecticut river, so-as : 
sources of the-tivers flowing. on either.sijle -ofi 
difficulty in it arall. . There is but one way-terdot i 
not differaboutit, That line gives you the:southern boundary 
of Lower Canada, or the Province.of Quebec, as it was:calied 
in the proclamation and act of Parliament-already: referred 
‘and, of course, it was the northern: boundary of Nova’ ; 
now New Brunswick, and also of Massachusetts ‘Bay, now: ) 
Maine. This new, boundary of Nova. Scotia -was expressly. 
recognised in 1767 and in. 1771 in commissions: granted tothe 
Governors of Nova Scotia, then appointed, The Jariguage. mm, 
‘both is—. eth Pe ah E ON 
“Bounded on the westward by: a line drawn from Cape Sable 
across the entranee of the Bay of Fundy to the mouth of. the ri- 
ver St. Croix, by the said river-to its source, and:by a ling 
drawn due north from thence TO THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY: OF 
OUR PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.” - 2 ses oa meen 
We know where the southern boundary of Quebec is. That. 
is beyond dispute, A due north line, therefore, fromthe St. 
Croix to that southern boundary, gives: the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, and it can be nowhere else... ine, Sento 
Now, the American proposition abandons this altogether, 
and abandons all -the evidence upon which it rests; and by con: 
‘senting, in any event, to deviate from a due north line, it ad- 
mits what Great Britain so audaciously asserts, that there is 
really. no northwest angle of Nova. Scotia; that the point 
which the treaty of 1783 assumed. tobe-so : well-known asfar- >- 
ever to prevent dispute, is, in truth, nowhere to ‘be: found. 
The proposition ‘is, that commissioners. shall go ‘upon the ~- 
ground, and, by observation, by the eye, by exploration, deter- 
mine where highlands. are, from. which the waters flow either: 
way, and tosuch highlands.draw a straight line from the mo-. < 
nument. This, I say, surrenders the stardng point of ‘therea- 
ty, and submits the question upon partial evidence. Our claim 
and our title stand upon charters, upon royal proclamations, > 
acis of Parliament, commissions to Governors, upon: maps, 
upon history; all spzaking one language, confirming each other, 
Mitchell’s map was published 1n 1755; itis now upon our ta- 
bles.’ Let. gentlemen. look to.it. | They will see.“ Nova 
Scotia and. Massachusett’s Bay. both. bounded. on the north 
by the St. Lawrence, and. the dividing line betweén them’: 
to bea due north. line::from. the “source of,- the St. 
Croix., ‘This. map was- before ithe .cominissionérs.when 
the treaty of peace was negotiated, and “upon-it the newrnorth-~,, 
ern boundary of these,Provinces, agreeably. to: the: proclama- i. 
tion of 1763-and ‘the act-of 1774, was. drawn in penciljand the,” 
northwest angleof Nova Scotia was in fact thus exhibited. Sé 
veral other maps, published about the same period, and many- 
since that time~maps of British origin—represented itin the 
same way. Now, if anew commission isto be instituted; it. 
should be clothed with power to examine the kole case, upon 
ail the evidence, and not confined to the mere circumstance of 
finding highlands in any direction, except an easterly one, 
which turned the waters one way and the other; and to fin 
them only by observaiion and examination. Why should not’ 
allthis mass of documentary evidence be taid before ir, to en 
able it to determine, not the question of highlands merely, but 
to settle the only really important question—the northwest an... 
gle of Nova Scotia? No mere survey. can find. that; no pers 
sonal examination of the topography of the country. It does 
no stand up upon the face of the earth, staring you itr the-face. » 
It isto be found by a careful study of the: evidence; the- dague. <. 
ments, the charts, which define it, and by ruaning upon<the i+ 
earth agreeably to the directions which these. contains, No:du- < 
ties of this sort, that I can discover, are proposed to be devoly . 
ed upon the new commission. ` I freely admit, howeéver, thatit. . 
may not be proper to hold the Government to a very rigid acs 
countability at present, inasmuch asthe proposal is yet very 
vague and indefinite. Possibly ail these points: may be well 
guarded and limited in a’ convention, should one be entered 
Into. My abject has been, chiefly, if my voice can reach the 
ears of the Executive, and, if. not: from me directly, E hope it): © 
may be conveyed by others, to point out the dangerous andthe.: 
exceptionable features of the original propusition, in order that : 
they may be guarded against hereafter.. If thie proposed.con- 
véniion Is to be entered into, let it be done with a full and dis: 
tinct knowledge of all the circumstances which aitend the case- 
with our eyes open. I speak more for the sake of giving warning: 
in advance, ifany thing from. me will be received as warning, of* 
the dangers into.which we may be precipitated unawares. I 
say, then, thatnocommission ought to be agreed upon, with » 
authority to depart, in any event, from the due norih tine ‘ofthe: 
treaty.. Any other line, however obtained, would not be the: 
line of the treaty. No commission ought.to be permitted to de` 
termine the case, or any part of the case, but upon all the-evien, 
dence. No commission ought to be allowed to. proceed upan: 
the principle that the northwest angle of Nova Scotia: is to bes 
abandoned or surrendered as an impracticable point. Nocom s 
mission ought to be agreed upon, to determine, simply and: 
alone. where the highlands are which divide the waters, and 
from highiands thus found torun @ straight line to the monu ` 
- ment, because such authority merely would beia depattase 
from the plain language of the treaty, and from the well-knows 
starting point, which it requires to be first fixed an-dascertained, 
These are, briefly and imperfectly, some of the. objections -t 
the “original American proposition... Then, what aye: “iy 
aliens cfered by her Majesty’s Government,” which wa 
are given to understand are to enter into the basis ofcthe: pezoi’ 
tiation? Is it to be coneded that the St..Johnis ispata river 
faliing into the Atlantic ocean? . Is the definition of thevword 
“highlands” to be previously settled? Are we to aequiesee in” 
any of the opinions or arguments of the urapire; whieh led him 
to the conclusion that the treaty line could not at this time be 
run? These were modifications proposed in. 1883- and 1834;.and 
at that time promptly rejested. -J trast they-are not to be re 
newed on the one side, nor for a moment tolerated on the other. 
Mr. Fox speaks of the “modifications” as contained -in his letter 
of January 10th; very little information, however, ie gained by 
, reference to that letter. The mode of constituting the comnitis- 
sion I pass over, as not being-one ofthe “modificatiens’’: suge 
gested... There would be little; if. any, difficulty on that. sco! 
The power and. authority and duty of the commissioners, he 
obiect ta be accomplished, are the material pointes: 6660998 Be 
The Minister states theseto be: ta explore the disputed terti 
tory, in order to. 3 ihin Jee limite? within Reinis 
Why bot without its limits, also?) aiding highlands, which 
may anewer the description of the treaty; the bearch being Bpa 
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to be made in the due north line from the monument atthe head 
of the St, Croix; and if no suck highlands should be found in 
that meridian, the search to be then continued to the westward 
thereof, Indeed! why not algo to the eastward thereof? But 
farther: ag.a matter of opinio y 

ufr order to avoid all fruitless 


putes as to the character of 


such highlands, the ‘commissioners should be instructed to look © 


for highlands which Goth parties might acknowledge as ful- 
filling the conditions of the treaty?” - es 
Ts thas one of the modifications’ forming a. part of the basis? 
Af36, and if the-commission is to be constituted accordingly, 
surrender the subject—abandon the. whole: question at once-— 
give up—the.territory Toil be theirs, “In.order to. avoid all 
fruidess disputes.” - We.once agreed to the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, iri order.to avoid disputes; but, “in order te avoid 
all fruitless disputes as to the character of such highlands, the 
commissioners should be instructed to look for-highlands which 
both parties might acknowledge as fulfilling the conditions of 
the treaty,” “This is one of “the modifications of her Majesty’s 
Government.” What is the consequence of it? Let us reduce 
it to practice. "The commissioners will-commence operations, 
for example, let. us suppose, at the head of Connecticut river. 
They run along very, quietly and amicably, eastwardly, on 
highlands which both parties acknowledge, a. considerable dis- 
tance, till they arrive somewhere in the longitude of Quebec, 
westward of the sources of thie St. John’s; and the British. com- 
missioners say, “so far we have gone upon dividing highlands,” 
“Certainly,” is the reply; “here we agree the treaty highlands 
exist? “We do.” . “Very well, these highlands continue no 
farther; the other rivers flowing southward are not Atlantic 
rivers, . We can agree no farther, and now we must run a 
straight line to the monument.” r 
such league as this, I say again, abandon the territory at once, 
openly and boldly. Why seek for any covert means of eurren 
dering it? : : 

But, sir, need not spend time in. showing the utter useless- 
ness òf the proposed commission, subject to the ‘modifications 
of her Majesty’s Government.”?: The Secretary of State has 
very fully.and very clearly performed that labor already. 
his reply, dated February 7th, to the letter of January 10th of 
the British Minister, he speaks of : : ' 

“The distinctive difference. between the American proposal 
for the appointment of such a commission, and the same pro- 
position when modified to meet the wishes of her Majesty’s 
Government.” : 

And farther: 7 

“The American proposition is intended—and, ìf agreed to, 
would doubtless be successful-—to decide the question of baun- 
dary definitively, by theadoption of the highlands reported by 
the commissioners of survey, and would thus secure the treaty 
line. The British modification looksto no auch object. It 
merely contemplates a commission of boundary analogous to 
that appointed under.the fifth article of the treaty of Ghent, and 
would, in all probability, prove equally unsatisfactory in prac- 
tice”? A T : a 

Again; o o . z af 

‘The modification of the American proposition was, as. un- 
derstood by the undersigned, so fundamentally important that 
it entirely changed its nature.” 

¡Andin conclusion remarked: j g 

‘The undersigned, in. conclusion, is instructed to inform Mr. 


Fox that, if a negotiation be entertained at all upon the incon- - 


clusive and unsatistactory basis afforded by the British counter 
propusition:or substitute, which possesses hardly a feature in 
common with the American proposition, the President will 
not venture to invite if, unless the authorities of the Siate of 
Maine, to whom, as before stated, it will be forthwith submitted, 
shall think it more likely to lead to.a final adjustment of the 
question of boundary, than the General Government deems 
it to be, though predisposed to see it in the most favorable 
light.” vy ; : A , 

“Such is the original American proposition, with “the modifi- 
cations offered by her Majesty’s Government.” “Inconclusive 
and unsatisfactory” —entirely changing the nature of the propo- 
sition—a substitute for it— “looking to no such object” as an ul- 
timate decision. of the treaty. line, but a mere commission. of 
exploration and ‘observation and acquisition of topographical 
knowledge. Such purposes, and such a commission, on the 
7ih of. February last, this Government expressly repudiated, 
it is now voluntarily proffered and invited. Why the change? 
What has induced it? The Secretary says it is “in accordance 
with the.expressed wishes.of’the Legislature of Maine.” 

Where is the evidence.of this?’ On the first of March last, 
Mr. Forsyth, in a letter to Governor Kent, communicated 
very fully, and candidly, and satisfactorily, the history of the 
negotiation upon ‘the subject of the boundary, together, with a 
jucid statement of the present condition of the subject, with a 
view of drawing the attention of the State to the emergency in 
which weare. now placed, and inviting its advice and acqui- 
escence in regard to measures contemplated: by. the Executive 
of the United States. The Governor, in a very clear, distinct, 
and comprehensive message, transmitted the. whole matter to 
the Legislature, which finally adopted several resolutions, 
faunded upon the letter of the Secretary and the message of the 
Governor, the third of which is in these words: 

« Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress be requested to urge the passage of the bill for the survey 
of the Northeastern boundary of the United States, &e. now 

endingin Congress;.and that, if said bill shall. not become a 

aw during the present session of Congress, and if the Govern- 
ment of the United States, either alone or in conjunction with 
Great Britain or the State of Maine, shall not,on or before. the 
first day of September next, establish and appointa commission 
for a survey of said boundary line, it shall then be the impera- 
tive duty of the Governor, without further delay, to appoint 
forthwith suitable commissioners and surveyors forascertaining, 
running, and locating the Northeastern boundary line of this. 
State, and to cause the same to be carried into operation.” 

Tt is tere, if any where, that Mr. Forsyth finds the authority 
for saying that the proposed negotiation Is undertaken in ac- 
cordance with-the expressed wishes cf the Legislature. It says, 
“Gf the Government of the United States shall not establis-and 
appoint a commission for the survey of ‘said boundary line.” 


Does that authorizea commission for an exploration and survey ` 


of the disputed territory, upon the basis of “the original Ame- 
rican propostiicn,” wih the medifications of the British Go- 
vernment? The meaning isobvious: Ifthe Government ofthe 
United: States does not run, mark, define, the line ofthe treaty, 
Maine will do so on. its own.tesponsibility. ‘The ‘survey of 
the line” doeg aot mèan an explorations: ich can Jead to. ho 
conclusion, to no definite results, Such a survey was contem- 


If we are coming into any - 


In: 


dary. 
and another, on the part of Gr-at Britain, has been successfully 
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plated as should terminate t some not an exainination 
and report “unsatisfactory, inconclusive, looking to. no. re, 
sults””. The plain meaning of the Legislature was, if such-a, 
survey of.the lineas contemplated in the biH now pending. in 
Congress should not be undertaken, then: the Governor was te 
proceed to perform the duty devolved upon him by the resolu- 
tion. Such was undoubtedly the construction of the Governor 


hing. 


- upon the resolution referred to. In his letter to Mr. Forsyth.of. 


20th April, he says:- -> 7 j 
“J have no doubt (but upon this point. 1 speak according +9 
my individual belief)-that the mode proposed by Great Britain, 
of establishing the treaty: Jine upon the face of the earth, by a. 
commission: composed of impartial and scientific men, to be 


- selected by a-friendly power, would be satisfactory, and acqui- 


esced in by this State; but that we should neither ask. nor 
agree that any preliminary points should be yieldéd by either 
party. - 


"He is cautious not to commit the State, but to. express only 


his individual opinion; which is, that such a commission as is 
proposed to Great Britain would be satisfactory, “but that we 
should neither ask nor agree that any preliminary pointsshould 
be yielded by either parly;”. in other words, that no “modifica- 
tions” should be admitted. Maine will agree, he thinks, to es- 
tablish a commission to settle the. question, according to the 
treaty, upon the whole case, and upon all the.evidence, unre: 
stricted by concessions, untrammelied by modifications, unem- 
barrassed by new principles of surveying. Certainty, sir, this 
is going far enough; and probably the Governor is right in the 
belief that. Maine, in the present exigency, would be willing to 
agree to this. But, I assure, yeu, she would agree to nothing 


. further. ‘She puts enough at hazard, in this view; but she is 
reasonable, and knows that, in all controverted questions, what- 


ever mode of determining them is adopted, something is neces- 
sarily putat hazard. This sentiment, of the Governor by no 
means authorizes the idea that Maine consents to the proposed ` 
arrangement, inconclusive and unsatisfactory as it has been 

ronounced to be; much less does it justify the assertion that 
‘it is in accordance with the expressed wishes of her. Legisla- 
ture.” “As further proof, I will cite the report of the joint com- 
mittee of that Legislature, to which the letter.of Mr. Forsyth 
and the message of the Governor were referred, upon this'very 
subject. It-says, “to such a. conventional line, or to sucha 
commission of survey, we believe the people of this State are 
not prepared to assent.” Certainly, sir, the Legislature did not 
intend thereey to give its assent to such a Commission of survey 
—the very commission now proposed! I venture the predic- 
tion that, ere long, the Secretary will reeeive from the consti- 
tuted authorities of the State more decisive evidence than I can 
give that the State does not assent to the proposition which has 
been made, 

I hope, therefore, if the Secretary has ventured upon the as- 
sumption that Maine has expressed its wishes in favor of such 
a negotiation, he will lose no time in retracting the proffered 
invitation. He has proceeded upon a false basis. Maine does 
not desire it; nor does she agree to it. She has not looked to 
have a commission established which shall have no conclusive 


._powérs; which cannot determine the question; which can re- 


sult only in what Great Britain seemsso much to desire—delay, 
rocrastination, putting off the final adjustment of the boun- 
Ithas been already delayed too long.- One. expedient 


resorted to, to deluy—postpone—evade ‘the issue. We are 
wearied of delays. We agreeto no proposition which looks 
merely to dclay. Now is the time; now let the question ‘be 
settled, We think we are not unreasonable. We have wait- 
ed ahalf century. We have been laboring more than twenty 
years, since the treaty of Ghent, to procure a settlement of 
this, to us, interesting and important question. Weare. as far 
from it, says the President, as we were at the formation of the 
treaty of 1783. When shal] we be any nearer? 

said, sir, in the commencement of these remarks, that I 
would endeavor to pointout a mode in which this vexed ques- 
tion could be amicably settled. Itis by the passage of the bill 
which, some time ago, I introduced, and which has since re- 
ceived the sanction of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Let 
the Government of the United States move in earnest, and no 
collision, no difficulty, in my judgment need be. apprehended. 
If Maine is left to stand alone, she will be exposed to meet with 
opposition and embarrassment, avd it may be with force. But 
she wil! meet it as becomes her to meetit. Ifthe United States 
will but unfurl its broad banner there, that flag of protection 
and security, it will be-respected. The purposes of the bill I 
have named may be executed amicably, if you will butdo it, F 
do not say that that will settle the question of boundary conctu- 
sively; I know it may be siili disputed It will go far, how- 
ever, towardsuch.a result. I therefore entreat gentlemen to 
permit us, the Representativesvf Maine, at an early day to call 
their attention to this bill, I implore them to give it their. coun- 
tenance andsupport. I demand itas anact of right and justice. 
The proposed negotiation takes away none of the necessity for 
its adoption. I have endeavored, sir, tgavoid any repetition up 
on the general subject of what I said some time ago. Much I 
could say,and much I desire to say, were it a proper occasion, 
upon the merits of the whole controversy. _I speak now, how- 
ever, only in the language of caution and ofadmonition, that the 
rights of the State, committed in part te my charge, may not be 
rashly and prematurely put at hazard, for the want of some 
yoice to give notice of the danger. If it be heard, I shall 
ae if it be net heard, 1 have nevertheless discharged my 

uty. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
SPEECH OF MR. CUSHING, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 


On the proposition of Mr. UnpErwoop to recummit the bill 
making appropriations for the continuation of the Cumber- 
tand road, with instructions to report a bill in Heu thereof, 
ceding the same to the States through whichit passes; and 
- Mr. UnpErwoop having concluded his remarks— 
` Mr. CUSHING followed, and said: 

Mr. Spzaxer: The gentleman from Kentucky, who bas just 
taken. his place, appeals tothe Representatives from Massachu- 
setts, and inquires emphatically on what grounds they support 
this bill. I cannot answer for my colleagaes; but, beiog thus 
called upon, I desire to speak for myself, and to explain the 
inducements which govern my own Yote. . 


In the House of Representatives, Thursday, April 19, 1838— ` 


situated, and thus fixing upon that-and, hat alone, all. the de 


i. 
ape A and f 
4 ane unilitary,: 
fa this bit 


other hand, not broad enough, since 
merits of the measure... ; X RSG 
_ First, the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Haynes] what are 
his objections? He appeals to. the economical propensities of 


the House, or rather- to the slumbering sentiment of economy: 


which he endeavors to awaken. He would have the frienda of- 
retrenchment show their faith by their works. But this argu- 
ment proves too much to prove any thing. It may be applied: 
to any and every bill, by those who dislike the particular meas 


sure. Its pliability avd its indefiniteness evince its fallacy. I- 


scorn the idea that the Federal Government isto:be considered. 


in a state of bankruptcy; and that every approptiation, how: 


ever just and proper in itself, isto be cut off by -reason .of.the 
temporary straits of the Treasury. Is the country wasted. or 


depopulated? Have we not the same inexhaustible resources ` 


now as heretofore, in the fertility of our soil, inour widespread 
territory, in our rich mines, and in the industry, iatelligence,* 
and spirit of our people? Texhort gentlemen to cease declaim: 


ing on the emptiness of the Treasury, and use ‘their influence 


‘for tiie restovation-of the commercial progperity ofthe country, 


by which the Treasury” will: be. speedily replenished, ‘as the 
natural-aod necessary consequence. Let the Administration 
abandon its empiricism on. the currency question, -scatter its 
chimerical schemes to the wind, sustain. the banks’ jn: their 
Jandable efforts to. resume cash-payments, give back confidence 
to the business classes, end provide a suitable medium of do- 
mestié exchange, and there will no longer be room or occasion 
to deplore deficiencies in the Treasury. For myself, I mean-to 
vote on this, as on all other appropriations, according to the 
intrinsic merits of cach, andas I imay think them to be required 
or not by the public service and the honor of the country. / >> 

Another thing The gentleman from Georgia conceives. 
there is, in some way, a connection between this measure and 
imposts forthe protection of manufactures, On this questi 
ason so many others, we have the tariffset before us, a Sorto: 
stalking horse of all work, a bugbear perpetually helup to the | 
eyes of the House. Tdeny that protective duties produced the 
surplus treasure of the last few years, Indeed, that surplus did 
not arise from the tariff at all. For twenty years past, the àg- 
gregate product of duties on. imports, though sometimes more 
and sometimes less, had been at the average, year by year, of 
abouttwenty millisns. Fhe increase of revenue, which led to 
ihe-accumulation ofsurplus treasure, consisted, it is notoriou: 
in the increased sales of public lands: independent of which, 
aver that it was not the protective features of the. tariff which 
contributed to. the redundancy of the revenue, but the reverse; 
the encouragement which the provisions ofthe tariff gaveto ex: 
cessive importations of foreign merchandise, especially dry 
goods; as injurious directly to the ‘manufactures of the coun, 
try, asindirecrly to, all its other great interests, and’ one ‘ofthe 
prominent causes ofits existing embarrassments,.. But all these 
considerations of the tariff-are wide of the merite of the bill, and 
ought not to prejudice it in the estimation of the House. é 
. Other gentlemen dwell on the objection,. that the passage’ of 
this bill places additional patronage in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. So doallappropriations. And for this cause, must we, 
who are opposed to the present Administration, vote agairst 
them? Surely not, if te-appropriationsare jus’ and proper int - 
themselves. That consequence, the patronage they give-to the 
Administration, is incideptal to the Constitution; it ‘apipertains 
to the frame of the Government: and it does not become us to 
resist ordinary and reasonable appropriations, because of any 
vague or theoretic jealousy of the Executive. $ 

The two gentlemen from Kentucky treat this measure apan 
elementof the system of internal improvements, so called, and 
proceed upon such premises to discuss its expediency and con- 
stitutionality. Ideny the premises. Touching the great ques- 
tionof the expediency and.censtitutionaliiy of that system, I 
have norenunciations to make, nor any professions. |` Estand 
uncommitted; and I regard this bill as appertaining, not to that 
great question, but, as I shall presently show, to one greater 
sih and moie vital to the welfare of the Union. - 

enying the premises, ofcourse 1 deny the consequences, of 
alleged inequality, and ef questicnable constitutionality, dee 
duced from those premises. : 

The centleman trom Kentucky [Mr. Uxperwoon] suggests 
that Massachusetts hasno shareiu this appropriation any more 
than Kentucky, and in that respect itis unequal towards each. 
Be it sc. I do not contend for appropriations by appor- 
tionment. 

But then he proceeds to suggest further, that Massachusetts, 
though she receive no appropriations from the Federal Govern- 
ment for roads, is compensated by her fortifications, naval 
works, and light-houses, in which, he seems to say, Kentucky 
hag no benefit. Can the gentleman be serious in this? Does 
the interier of the country derive no advantage from the mili- 
tary defences on its frontier? Is not the country ons?.: Yes, he 
admits at once, that we are ane people, having a common wel- 
fare anda common destiny. And any advantages which the 
maritime frontier May cerive fiom the miliary expenditures 
upon it, are more than counterbalanced by the consideration, 
that, in time of war, the frontier is the scene of-danger and of 
terror. ‘The same fortifications, which: in. protecting the fron» 
tier protect the whole country, have. the effect, also, of tolling 
the enemy to that paricular part oficountry in which they are 


yastation and horrors of foreign assault, Would the gentiena 

prefer to have foreign-wars fought on the edi] of Kentucky? 

course. not; and to prevent- this, to guard. the whalé” country 

alike is the obvious use of military defences in the fronter 
tates, $ 
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In the course of his remarkson the alleged inequality of such 
measures, one gentleman (Mr. Graves) refers incidentally to 
the light-hvuses on the seacoast constructed by the United 
States. Tbeg the House to iuduigeme for a moment, while I 
clear up this point. I deny the supposed inequality of such 
works. At any rate, it is demonstrable that they are 
not for the speciai and exclusive benefit of the seacoast 
population. Take, in the first place, the case of a farmer in the 
very interior of the country, say in the heart of one of 
the Western States. He produces flour, worth on the spot only 
five dollars the barrel. If the same farmer lived in the interior 
of the State of New York, with a ready avenue to the sea by 
her canals, it would be worth nine dollars. The difference is 
chiefly the difference in the cost of transportation from the two 
places of production to a great wholesale market. In the city 
of New York it might be worth ten. If, by any magic art or 
miraculous power, you could make Indianopolis and Rochester 
each equally near to New York, you would equalize the value 
of flour ineach. And you approximate to this object, in pro- 
portion as, by canals, railroads, or the navigation of rivers, you 
Increase the facilities and the cheapness of transportation; the 
costof which, be it more or less, is, in general, so much lost to 
the producer. Change, now, the supposition, and take the case 
of a ship-owner on the seacoast, whose capital is employed in 
the transportation of merchandise. In order to be able to pur- 
se the business, he must derive a profit from it. There can 
be no profit, unless the freight-money be enough to cover the 
interest of the capital embarked, and all the current expenses 
of the business. As maritime undertakings are now pur- 
sued, the premium of insurance is a regular and invaria- 
ble expenditure and charge, just as much s0 as the wages and 
provisions of se:mon; and the amount of this premium de- 
pends on the risk of the voyage. In proportion as you diminish 
this risk, by the erection of lizght-houses and other similar aids 
of navigation, you diminish ihe premium, of insurance, and 
the cost of transportation; thatis, you augment the profils of 
the producer. The voyage will be made, and the business done, 
whatever may be the hazards of the navigation. That is nota 
thing forthe hardy mariners of our seacoast to shrink from. 
Not a man less would seek employment on the ocean, if nota 
light-house had been construsted from Maine to. Louisiana. 
But the diffefence would be felt in longer voyages, the more 
numerous shipwrecks, the augmented premium of insurance, 
and the greater cost of transportation; that is to say, in the di- 
minished protitsof the States which produce the great natural 
staples of the country, its cotton, rice, tobaeco, corn, pork, beef, 
load, and coal. Is not thisthe simple common sense of the 
light house question? Is there any defect in the proof? Instead 
of being an example of inequality, does it not show, in a clear 
point of view, the correspondence and real harmony of inte- 
ze, es connect together the remotest parts of the United 
tates 

But enough of this. Let us come to the merits of the bill. 
T have saul that I do not regard it as a question appertaining to 
the general question of internal improvements. ‘fo what class, 
then, does it belong? A 

On the face of things, it is a part of the land system of the 
United States; of the policy of the Government in the manage- 
mentof its public domain, ‘There, in that elass of questions, 
the particular measure had its birch; there is its history to be 
found ; there the. evidence of its expediency and constitu- 
tionality. 3 

Ou:io is the oldest of the States constituted out of the public 
domain... The act of April 30th, 1802, which provides for the 
formation of that State and its admission into the Union, con- 
cludes as follows: 

“Seo, 7. And bert further enacted, That the followingpro- 
positions be, and the same are hereby, offered to the convention 
of the eastern State of the said Territory, when formed, for their 
free acceptance or rejection; which, if accepted by the conven- 
tion, shall be obligatory upon the United States: 

“First. ‘That the section number sixteen, in every township, 
and, where such section has been sold, granted, or disposed of, 
other lands equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, 
shall be granted to the inhabitnuts of such township, for the use 
of schogis, 

“Second. That the six miles reservation, including the salt 
sprivgs, commonly called the Scioto galt springs, the sålt springs 
near the Muskingum river, and in the military tract, with the 
sections of land which include the same, shall be granted to the 
said State, for the use of the people thereof, the same to he used 
under such terms, and conditions, and regulations, as the Legis- 
lature of the State shall direct: Provided, The said Legislature 
shall never sell nor lease the same fora longer period than ten 
years, 

“ Third. That one-twentieth part of the nett proceeds of the 
lands lying within the said State, sold by Congress, frorn and 
after the hirwenth day of Jume next, after deducting all ex- 
penses incident to the same, shall be applied to the laying out 
and making public roads, LEADING FROM THE NAVIGABLE WA 
TERS EMPTYING INTO THE ATLANTIC, TO THE OHIO, YO THE 
SAID STATE, AND THROUGH THE SAME; such roads tobe laid 
out under the authority of Congress, with the consent of the 
several States through which the road shall pass: Provided 
always, That the three foregoing propositions herein offered 
are onthe conditions that the convention of the said State shall 


provide by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the | 


United States, that every and each tract of land sold by Con- 
gress, from and after the thirteenth day of June next, shall be 
and remain exempt from any tax laid by order or under autho- 
riy of the State, whether for State, county, township, orany 
other purpose whatever, for the term of five years, frem and 
after the day of sale? 

it was afterwards arranged (act of March 3d, 1803) that three- 
f Ube of the reservation for roads should be committed to the 
custody of the State Government, to be disbursed within the 

ate. : 

The Siate of Indiana followed, under the act of April 19, 
1816, which contains the following clause: 

“ Third. That five per cent. of the nett progeeds of the lands 
lying within the said Territory, and which Shall be sold by 
Congress from and after the first day of December next, after 
deducting all expenses incident to the same, shall be reserved 
for making public roads and canals, of which three-fifths shall 
be applied to those objects within the said State, under the 
direction of the Legislature thereof, and two Bifths to the mak- 
ing .of.a road or roads LEADING TO THE SAID STATE, under the 
direction of Congress,”” = 

Under the act of April 18, 1916; Winois, as follows: 

“ Thira. That five per.cent. o ‘thenett proceeds of the lands 
Wing Within such State, and which shall-be sold by Congress, 
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from and aiter the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, after deducting all expenses incident to 
the same, shali be reserved for the purposes following, viz: 
two-fifths to be disbursed, under the direction of Congress, in 
making roads leading ro THE STATE; the residue tobe appro- 
priated, by the Legislature of the State, for the encouragement 
of learning.” $ g 

Finally, under the act of March 6, 1820, Missouri, as fol 
lows: 
. * Third, That five per cent. of the nett proceeds of the sale 
of lands lying within the said ‘Territory or State, and which 
shall be sold by Congress, from and after the first day of Janu. 
ary next, after deducting all. expenses incident to the same, 
shall be reserved for makin z public roads and canals, of which 
three-fifths shall be applied to those objects within the State, 
under the direction of the Legislature thereof; and the other 
two-fifths in defraying, under the direction of Congress, the 
expenses to be incurred in making of a road or roada, canal or 
canals, leading TO THE SAID STATE.” E 

Here, then, upon these successive acts, from 1802 to 1820, is 
the engagement of the Federal Government for a public road: 
tl. to and ‘through Ohio; 2. to Indiana; 3. to Minois; and 4. 
to the river Mississippi. Itis an engagement of the United 
States. It is an engagement for a valuable consideration, 
namely, among other things, the exemptien of lands sold by the 
United States from taxation, for five years, imposed upon each 
of those new States in the several acts for their admission into 
the Union. , 

In pursuance of this engagement, we have, in 1806, the act for 
the commencement of the Cumberland road, which expressly 
refers tothe act for constituting the State of Ohio ; as do later 


appropriations, for instance, those of 1825, 1826, and 1827, to. 


the several acts of Indiana, Ilinois, and Missouri; thus recog- 
nising the engagement for this road to and through the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, -and Ilinois, It is a compact, possessing all 
the parts and conditions of a contract, binding in strict law as 
between private individuals, and binding in honor and good 
faith between political communities. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] speaks of 
it as an “exploded compact.’ This expression, I confess, 
struck me with surprise. How “exploded?” Is it not a good 
and valid bargain for ample consideration on both sides? 

{Mr. UnpErwoop explained, that he did not mean to deny 
the existence of the compact, but that the conditions of it were 
exhausted) that it had been fulfited on the part of the United 
States. ] 

Well, then, itis acompact; and, it must be admitted also, a 
compact onerous to the State immediately concerned; but ful- 
filled and exhausted sv far as regards the United States. How 
s0? Because the two per centum on the sales of the public 
lands within those States, conditioned to be reserved to the Uni- 
ted States før this object, both present and prospective, has 
been already expended. Let us examine this point. 

In the first place, the three per centum assigned to the States 
themselves, has that been used by them in good faith accord- 
ing to the compact? We have no official returns, it is true, to 
prove this, (Exec. Dot. 24th Congress, 2d sess. No. 61.) but I 
have been assured, by Representatives from those States, that 
the money has been invested in a proper manner, and, indeed, 
much more money for the same objects. And, moreover, that 
the public roads in those States have been constructed in refe- 
rence to, and upon the basis of, this great avenue from the At- 
lantic to the Mississippi. a 

Secondty, as to the two per centum. This, we are told, has 
been expended, and therefore the work isto stop. Butis not 
this a very narrow construction of the compact? A construc- 
tion according to the letter which killeth, not according to the 
spirit which maketh whole? A construction, fit rather for a 
usurer’s bond, than fora stipulation of mutual honor between 
great communities? And if we come down to close and literal 
readings of the compact, is it the true construction? The Üni- 
ted States explicitly agreed to reserve two per centum of its 
receipts from the sales of public Jands in Ohio, Indiana, Nlinois, 
and Missouri,for the construction of a national road leading from 
the waters of the Atlantic zo and through the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Ilinois; the construction of the road is impliedly, 
if not explicitly, a part of the contract; it has been so under- 
stood by the other parties to the compact; and if the per cent- 
age, expressly reserved for the object, be not enough, good 
faith, it seems to me, requires that the means shall be provided 
otherwise. ‘ 

Ifthis were doubtful in the words of the compact, it would 
seem to be rendered certain by other considerations. J have 
argued hitherto, as if the feur States referred te were the only 
parties to the compact. By name. theyare. But, meanwhile, 
what is the practical fact? The Federal Government is the 
greatest landholder in the United States. It has a vast public 
domain for sale and settlement. Tt has held out inducements te 
seitiers to buy its lands; among which inducements has. been 


the understanding, fownded on thirty years of legislation, that ` 


the road is to be completed; and more than a million, yes, than 
twa millions, of souls, have planted themselves in the West, 
opening the forest, building up towrs, constructing avenues of 
interior communication, upon the faith and trust that the Fede- 
ral Government will comply with its engagements in this mat- 
ter, according to their spirit and beneficial intent, and. with a 
liberality becoming the national character. $ 
Are gentlemen satisfied with this view of the subject? If not, 
then there is another view of it, broader, truer, which 1 desi 
to present to the House, Hitherto, I have argued it as a ques- 
tion of dollars and cents, upon the land system of the United 
States; but that, as before intimated, I consider a very superfi- 
cial way of treating it; and I wish to go beyond and below this, 
into what ia the root of (he matter, namely, the policy of the 
Federal Government, that is to say. of the Atlantic Siates, to- 
wards the younger States growing wp in the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi. g 
Toroughout the proceedings on this bill, I have been struck 
by the spectacle of so many votes and so many arguments, and 
those urged with so much zeal and ability, arrayed against the 
measure from two of the States on the Mississippi; and still 
more in zearen that the greater part ofthese arguments are 
considerations of local interest. Kentucky and Tennessee ex- 
hibiting to the Atlantic States the weak points in the parental 
policy hitherto pursued by the Federal Government towards 
the valley of the Mississippi! Treating this question as a ques- 
tion of interest, which the two gentlemen from Kentucky have 
done, is not this a most suicidal course of argument? Is not the 


river Ohio the commen patrimony of the States of Ohio and - 


Kentucky alike? Giving prosperity to the valley of the Ohio, 
do you not give prosperity tọ the State of Kentucky? And. 


` as bètween t 


though a particular appropriation be moie directly for the be 
nefit of Ohio or Indiana than of Kentucky, yet. canit ‘be good: 
policy for Kentucky, m the consideration of general profit and 
loss, 1a exert herself to thrust away the parental hand of the Fe- 
deral Government, once and forever, from: the entite valley of: . 
the Ohio and Mississippi? It is not the first time I have: observ: 
ed the same error. Ičan point to important works; ‘of ün- 
doubted constitutionality, needful to be-adapted tor the’ general 
well-being of all the Mississippi States, which have ‘been Jost, 
year after year, not by opposing votes of ‘the “Atigatic’ States, 
but by short-sighted dissensions among ‘the Mississippi‘ Btates. 
themselves as ta the proper locality of those works. “And T Ye." 
call to mind that, in the last Congress, a most honorable and es- 
timable gentleman from Kentucky, not now a member of the 


` House, [Mr. C. ALLAN] applied to the school-fund-of the West: 


ern States the same course of objection which is now ‘arged 
against the Cumberland road. Indeed, the school reservations 
and the road reservations are paits of the same system of poli- 
cy. And-the Zacal objections to such resetvations;-on thë pare 
of Kentucky and Tennessee, spring-out of the fact, as i} occurs, 
to me, that Kentucky and Tennessee, though Mississippi States, 
yet were not constituted out of the public domain ofthe Federal 
Government At any rate, this is the origin, and the only, 
cause, that I know, of the inequality, as respects those. States, 
of the appropriations made by Congress. . It is not inequality, 
ke entire East and the entire West, but inequality, 
as between the States of Kentucky and Tennessee and the other 
States of the Mississippi. . ae 
In order to explain distinctly the ideas T entertain on. this 
point, I must ask the House to go with me into some few his: 
torical details. at : ği : 
On the ist of March, 1784, Congress accepted the deed of ces- 
sion by the State of Virginia of allthe right of that State to the” 
territory northwestward of the river Ohio, by which,in con: 
nection with. the deeds of. cession. of Massachusetts, Con-, 
necticut, and New York, and in virtue, further, of the treaty 
of peace, that territory became the domain of the Con- 
federacy. ` 3 bee 
Immediately after this, Mr. Jefferson of Virginia, Mr. Samuel 
Chase of Maryland, and Mr. Howell of Rhode Island, were ap- 
pointed a committee to report a plan for the temporary govern- 
ment of the Western Territory, as it was thencalled. On the 
234 of April, 1784, their report, after amendment, was adopted, 
in the form ofa resolution, which provided for the ‘futare di- 
vision of the Territory into States; that itshould ever remain a 
part of the United States; that the inhabitants of it should never 
interefere with the primary disposal. of the soil by Congress, nor _ 
tax the lande of the United States; and that the States, to be 
formed in it, should have Republican forms. of Government 
As originally reported, ‘the resolution alsd-contained 4 prohibi-: 
tion of slavery, which was struck vut; and thé resolution was 
then passed, by the yote of àll the States present, except ‘South 
arolina. eo: ae 
On the 20th of May, 1785, Congress adopted an ordinance for 
asceriaining the mode of disposing of the lands in the Western 
Territory; which ordinance. in addition to the fact that it sys- 
tematized the surveys and sales, by parcelling out the land into 
townships each ofsix miles square, divided into thirty-six sec- 
tions of 640 acres cach, on meridian lines, and thus gave per- 
fect certainty to land grants within the Territory, alsa pro: 
vided that there should be reserved the lot No, 16. in 
every township forthe maintenance of public schools within 
the same. * : 3 
Next followed the celebrated and: memorable ordinance of- 
the 13th of July, 1787, reported by Messrs. Carrington Dane, 
R. H. Lee, Kean, and Smith, which developed and perfected the 
ideas of Congress, for the permanentregulation of the territory 
of the United States northwestward of the river: Ohio. This or.“ 
dinance, it will be remembered, ‘provides fer the descent: of 
lands in the territory; it establishes a territorial administration; ° 
it secures to the inhabitants freedom of religion, trial by jury, 
the inviolability ofcontracts, religious, moral, and intellectua 
instruction, and the absence of mvoluntary servitude; and it 
marks out the future relations of the territory and itsinhabitante 
to the United States, As a part of the United States, and inse. 
parable therefrom, it was made subject to be divided inte not * 
Jess than three nor more than five Republican States; its navi- 
gable rivers being made free, forever, to the whole country: 
and its inhabitants being forbidden 40 tax the domain of the- 
United States, or to interfere with the primary disposal of the 
same by Congress. i ‘ tees 
This ordinance, adopted’ by the unanimous vote of the States 
represented in Congress,and with but a single dissenting voice 
from any State, is the basis of the institutions of the States. of 
Ohio. Indiana, Minois, and Michigan, and of the Territory ‘of - 
Wisconsin. In fulfilment ofits provisions, and of those of the 
two previews ordinances on the same general subject, were 
framed the acts for the admission of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois < 
into the Union, containing, among other things, the reciprocal 
stipulations for public schools and roads on the one side, and 
the immunity of the public domain from taxation on the other 
side. And the acts of the 15th and 28d of June, 18:6, for the ad- ` 
mission of the State of Michigan into the Union, recognise the 
same principles. É 
Nor is this ai]. The United States, by acquisition from the - 
indians, cession from Gecrgia, and otherwise, having become 
proprietor of the territory now occupied by the States of Missis- 
sippi and Alabama, did, by the acts of the 7th of April, 1798, 
the 3d of March, 1803, and the 20th of April, lel8, apply to that 
tract of country the principles of the ordinances of 1783 and of 
1787, except in the particular of slavery; in conformity with 
which, the act of the Ist of March, 1817, for the admission of ° 
Mississippi into the Union, and that of the 2d ot March, 1818, for 
the admission of Alabama, contain stipulations correspondent, 
in their general tenor, to the compact in the acts for the admis- 
sion of Ohio and the other Northwestern States. i i 
* As reported by the committee, this ordinance contained the 
following clause, inserted, itis believed, at the instance of Mr. 
Rufus King, of Massachusetts, who was a member of the com- 
mittee, viz: “There shall-be reserved the central section of eve- 
ry township, for the maintenance of- public® schools; and the 
section immediately adjoining the same to the northwarg, for 
the support of religion. The profits arising therefrom, in both: 
instances, to be applied forever according to the will of the ma: 
jority of male residents of full age within the same.” Bee 
This clause, after various proceedings in relation theretd, was 
amended, and, onthe final vote adopting the ordinance, 20th 
May, 1785, stood as follows: *There- shall be reserved ih 


£ 


e lot 
No. 16-of every township for the maintenance of publie schools. ” 
within the sajd townaht ra : p T 
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Furthermore. s 

ana from France, and Florida froni Spain, we pursued, in sub- 
stance, the same line of policy, so faràs it was capable of adap- 
tation to the particular circumstances, Especially the reserva- 
tion‘ for schools and roads, and the exemption of the public do- 
main from taxation, in what now constitutes the States of Lou. 
isana, Missouri, and Arkansas, and the contemplated Territory 
of fowa; are all recogñisediä the acts of the 15th and 20th of 
February, 1811, the 4th of June, 1812, the 6tli of March, 1820, 
and the 15th and 23d of : June, 1836; and in the act of the 3d of 
March, 1823, so faras reer the Territory ef Florida. 

_ Now, through the whole mass of this long course of legisla- 
tion, beginning at the very close of the Revoluuonary war, and 
coming down to this time, there runs one pervading idea. ‘It is 
a beautiful, a noble one. Jt is nota’ bare contract of reciprocal 
advantages, though a contractit is;-but it is not a bare contract, 
to Be construed, or construed away, by the nicety of technical 
arguteness, It is thenoble and beautifal idea of providing wise 
institutions for the unborn millions of the West; of anticipating 
their good by a sort of parental providence; arid of associating 
together the social and the territorial development of the peo- 
ple, by incorporating its principles with the land titles derived 
from the public domain; and, as it were, kneading them into the 
very soil washed by the great’ Father of Waters. Such, I re- 
peat, has been the elevated policy of the Federal Government 
from the beginning; the school reservations and the road re- 
servations are essential parts of this policy; and, if thee was 
nothing else to bind me, if there was no technica] contract in the 
case, I would still maintain that policy unchanged, as the best 
in honor, and the truest in wisdom which America can pursue. 

This idea, the dedication of the soil of the West -to liberty 
and improvement, has been claimed for Thomas Jefferson, as 
the author of the resolution of 1784, and to Nathan Dane, as the 
author of the ordinance of 1787. Iris a generous competition. 
virginia, indeed, manifested the same patriotic spirit in relation 
to the public lands, as she did in the other great measures of 
thatepoch. But the hoor of this conception does not belong 
either to Jeffers-n’ or Dane, or to any et er individual, but is 
the property of the country. They did but seize, and embody 
in the legislation of their time, the opinions which surrounded 
them. And, in illustration of this ‘Point, as well as togive ‘a 
personal reason: for my support of measures of this descrip- 
tion, Irefer not without a feeling of just pride, to the legislative 
history-of the Colony and State of Massachusetts, 

In Massachusetts,-as elsewhere.in the United States, all the 
Jand titles are referabte back to the Government. England had 
certain rights Of discovery on’ this continent, under which she 
claimed the soil, subject to the occu ancy, not the fee, of the 
Indians; and from the Crown, through the colonia! corporations 
and the proprietary or colonial authorities, the soil passed into 
the hands of individaal settlers. The Colony of Massachusetts 

, Bay divided its land into townships, which townships were 
granted to companies of settlers as they came from England; 
who took, therefore, subject to the eminent domain of the colo. 
ny as to roads, taxes for'education and civil administration, and 
the exigencies of war + ; 

The Puritans of Nw England, like thé Quakers, the Hugue- 
nota, and the Catholi°s.of other parts of the United States, came 


hither, not in pursui! of wealth.or: power, as was thecase with’ 


the Spanish conqu rors of America, but under the domina- 
tionof an idea.  'Theirobjeci was a moral or intellectual one; 
a sentiment, a principle: ‘dependence, in person and in con- 
science. To cultivate liberty; civil and religious; to establish 
Republican instttutions; and to instruct, raise, and improve 
society, by moral. and religious means suited to promote those 
ends-—sucir was the sublime enterprise which they undertook 
in these wilds of the New. World. 

Jn furtherance of this object, the colony adopted the practice 
of incorporating public improvement into the land tides, For 
instance, when she assigned a township to a company of set- 
ers, she made a reservation of one lot for schools and another 
for parochial uses; which practice was pursued by that State, 
not only in the original grants of her own immediate soil, but 
also in the disposal of her public lands in the now State of Maine. 
Ahd in these primitiveusages of the Colony of Massachusetts, 
I think E.see ‘the germe of the great principle, which, as I have 
endeavored to show, characterized the policy of the Federal 
Government towards the population settled on. the domain of 
the United States. . re 

Now, it was the fortune or misfortune of the States of Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee not to have been constituted out ef the 
domain of the United States. ‘It is true, the Government owns 
land in Tennessee, but it has nat been administered according to 
the ordinances of 1785 ;and 1787, nor has it been a source of re- 
venue to this Government. Hence, therefore, all the apparent 
inequality of the policy of Congress.‘in regard to these two 
States, as distinguished ` from -others around them. Congress 
may have the power, as proprietor of the domain out of which 
the other Western States hive been ‘formed; and may be under 
express obligation to do acts for their benefit, which it tannot 
or ought not tu do in or for those two States. Noris there any 
thing unjust in this. Kentucky and Tennessee are, in refer- 
ence to thisclass.of questions, to be viewed as old States, all of 
which have, or have had, a public domain of their own. Mas- 
sachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, suc- 
ceeded, at the Revolution, to the confiscated estates of Lords 
Proprietary, or to the original rights of the Crown. They, like 
the State of Kentucky, have managed their public domain “as 
they saw fit, selling it, giving it away, or making regervations, 
as they deemed to be for their own interest. If they did not 
choose to make “chool reservations, or road reservations, they 
have enjoyed the equivalent in some other. way; and itis no 
concern of ours. But Ohio, Indiana, and the other States 
which have grown up on the national domain, have not and ne- 
ver had adomain of their own, to be disposed of in their dis- 
cretion; nay, they are precluded from taxing the lands of the 
United States at all, or lands sold by the United States for five 
years; and therefore it was just and proper that the Federal 
Government should, in the disposal of its lands, have some 
consideration: for the wants of States thus peculiarly situated. 

Ts Kentucky alone in receiving nothing from the United 
States for schools and roads? What has New York received? 
What Pennsylvania? “What Massachusetts? Not a dollar. 
They have established. schools, dug canals, and constructed 
railroads, works of stupendous magnitude, and truly national in 
their scope and use, ont of their own tesources, unaided by the 
Federal Governtnpnt. |” + x i ees k 7 

Pdo-not-make these -snegestions:in:any`spirit of unfriendli- 
neésgtowards the ‘Sige of Kentucky. “God forbid. On the contra- 


ry the suggestions arewxtorted from me by s0 many complaints | 


of the imputed tpeqdality: and injuetice-of the -legislation of 


When the United ‘States had acquired Louisi i 
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Congress. , It is naturalenough, Tam aware, that, pioneers of 
the West in common with the people of Ohio as they have 
been, with gallantry and courage tried in a hardy frontier life 
even more than the people of the States around them, the peo- 


` ple of Kentucky should feel the difference between the relations 


of themselves and of other Western States to the Federal -Go- 
vernment. But, in respect of the trials of a frontier life, and of 
straggles with savage foes, I may be permitted to observe that. 


the position of Kentucky appears to be peculiar, only because | 
of her trials having been posteriorin poiat of time to. the perils > 


and sufferings of the saine sort, undergone by: the old States on 
the Atlantic. ae ro aa ede, 

Without entering very deeply into the question of the dife- 
rence between the opening of artificial avenues and the im- 
provement of natural ones, discussed by the gentleman froin 
Kentucky, [Mr. Unpsrwoop,] I think I can perceive the origin 
of the unsatisfactory and unphilosophica! notions of the late 
President on the subject of river appropriations, It seems to 
have béen assumed—whether rightfully or not I leave out óf 
the question—that the com merce-power is to be applied only to 
navigation. Hence the suggestion of tide-waters, and of ports 
of entry, as means of discrimination between river improve- 
ments thatare local in their nature, and river improvements 
thatarenational. Whoever could have imparted such means 
of measuring the commerce-power of Congress, they are the 
ideas, not of a statesman, reasoning upon philosophical views 
of the subject, butofa mere lawyer, his mind filled with words 
and analogies derived from the laws of England. Our lan- 
guage is English; our Jaws also arë English, much more than 
they ought to be. England is an island, an island of narrow 
geographical dimensions, as compared with the United States. 
Its river navigation is of short tide-water rivers, many of them 
simple estuaries of the sea. Thus comesthe definition of the 
common law, making zide-water the test of whether a river be 
navigable or not—a definition which, however appropriate in 
England, is a mere absurdity, and the source of innumerable 
contradictions. and anomalies, Whenapplied to the rivers of the 
United States. It isa bad rule in the Atlantic States even, 
which, straitened as their territory is between the Alleghanies 
and the ocean; yet have rivers compared with which ‘those of 
England sink into insignificance. Indeed, it is inapplicable to 
the tide-water rivers of the seacoast themselves. Thus, in Mas- 
sachusetts, I'am acquainted with streams which I can step 
across, and which are scarcely navigable in a birch canoe, and 
which, nevertheless, the law treats as navigable rivers, because 
in them the tide ofthe sca ebbs and flows. Butif we proceed 
to the interior of the continent, and inspect that vast valley. 
which expands from the Alleghanies to the Rocky mountaing, 
containing magnificent fresh water rivers, thousands of miles 
in length, into which all the waters of England might be pour- 
ed without raising their level a single foot, how preposterous it 
is to apply to them the test of tide-water or af ports of sea. in de- 
ciding the great question of the commerce-power under the 
Constitution of the United States. 

. Mr. Speaker, have thus gone over the facts and arguments 
which induce me to support this bill. It only remains that I 
revert, a moment, to the consideration of the constitutional right 
of Congress to pass it. We have contracted to make the road: 
have we the power? I reply, in the first place, that it is in sub- 
stance a contract anterior to the Constitution; that it is an old 
engagement of parental superintendence over the interests of 


the settlers on the public domain, which ‘the Constitution €x- 


pressly reserves intact. Ireply, in the second place, that itis a 
contract which the United States has made, in the course of, and 
as adminicular to, the sale of its lands; and that it has the same 

power to make, or to engage to make roads, for the improve- 

ment ofits domain, and the opening of it to a market, and the 

attraction of settlers to it, asit has to order surveys, or to con- 

siruct a land office, in the furtherance of fhe same objects, I 

am utterly at a loss to conceive haw the constitutional power 

can, in thig relation, be denied. .The objections to it are so mi. 

nute that I cannot fasten them between my fingers for examina- 

tion. As agreat landholder, the United States, it seems to mie, 

have the same power which any private landholder has, to , 
make school reservations and road reservations, and to contri- 

bute to local improvemenis, thus augmenting the ‘value of the 

land, and promoting its sale and settlement. 

Sir, it may be, it must, that the relative political consequence 
of the Aviantic States will be diminished by the prosperity of the 
West. Beitso. ‘It is the natural result of the development of 
the resources of the country—foreseen by onr fathers, and ad- 
mitted by them, as it should be by us—to raise up rich and 
populous States beyond the mountains, dividing with us tho na- 
tional power. But I cannot suffer myself to regard this qies- 
tion in the limited view of mete sectional interests. It invaives 
the greater good of the whole nation, the good of the human 
race. The surplus population of the Atlantic States will con- 
tinue, as it has done, to sow itself broadcast over the valley of 
the Mississippi. Are they not still our own posterity, our 
brethren, our blood, and Ameticans like ourselves? I rejoice 
in the spectacle of the Anglo-American stock extending itself 
into the heart of the continent, taking the place of the wild 
beasts and roaming savages of the far West, advaacing with, as 
it were, a preordination of inevitable progress, like the sun 
moving westerly in the heavens, or the ascending tide on the 
sea shore, or, in the striking language of a foreign waveller, as a 
deluge of civilized men rising unabatedly, and driven onwards 
by the hand of God. I rejoice to see growing up in the West a 
prosperous and cultivated community, daughter of the East; 
nor shall I rejoice the less, though she rival the parent in splen- 
dor—Mulre pulchra filia pulchrior. Uf_as may well happen, 
the expanding States of the West be fated to reach the remote 
shores of the Pacific itself, I desire to see them carry along with 
them the laws, education, and social improvements, which be- 
Tong to the older States, so as to combine distant peoples, by the 
ties.of mutual good-will, and beneficial intercourse, as well as 
of blood, thus overcoming the obstacles of time and space, and 
worthily fulfilling the greatdestiny reserved for this exemplar 
American Republic. 
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REMARKS OF MR. CAMPBELL, 


7 | Or Sours CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, April 11, 1838.—The mo- 
tien of My. UXpgrwoop to recommit the “bill making appro- 
priations forcontinuing the Cumberland road-in the States of 
‘Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, and for other purposes,” to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instractiens to Teport a 
bill ceding the ‘road to the States through which it passer, 
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‘reign commerce of the country than a thousand others th, 


E. 


“beinr undét consideration, and Mr: Unpsnwoop: Having 
dressed the House in support ofie > 774; p 


Hi jadi 
anew 


ing from. the quarter it-did, as indicative of bener teelisg upon 
thesubjectof-public expenditure, and-hoped, ‘if successful, that 
an eternal separation would take. place between the Government 
aad this favorite object of infernal improvement. Be h 

He wonld ask gentlemen whether the Cumberland road-is 
More immediatelyeconnected ‘with the military defence, 


tersevt it in every direction, or whether the appropriations con- 
tained.in the bill under consideration are not liable to the gene- 


» ral.abjections applicable to appropriations for. other objects of 


internal improvement? : x $ 

He knew that this road had a sort. of prescriptive tight.to. the 
patronage of the General Goyernmeht:thatas far ‘back as 1806; 
an appropriation was made -for its con8truction out of the two, 
per cent. fund, received from the sale of public lands, for laying 
outand making roads to the State.of Ohio, under the “Act of 
1802, authorizing the peopie in the eastern division of the terri- 
tory on the northwest of the Ohio river, to form a. Constitution 
and State Government.” Whether it was theri supposed that 
this road would become, what it has Jong since been, ‘a charge 
upon the public Treasury, it is net. material to inquire. ‘We 
know that appropriations. for its consuruction commenced in 
1506, under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, and"liave con- 
tinued to the present time. . 3 Serer 

Ifthis was a Government when constitutional powers were 
settled by précedents, the frequent appropriations for. this road, 
extending through a period of more than thirty. years, would 
be sufficient to establish the constitutionality of this bills 
While, however, he protested against such a ‘construction, “he 
would waive its discussion, and base its opposition upon grounds 
of expediency. á Lo 

He did not intend to condemn’ the policy under which. this 
road was commenced. Arguments at that time. applicable,; 
have, from the altered condition of the country, now-lost their 
force. In illustration of this,he would state, that the report of- 
the committee of the Senate in .1805, recommendiag an appto- 
priation to form a communication between the Ohio river and 
the Atlantic States, concludes with the following argument: 
“Politicians have generally agreed that rivers unite the interest: 
and promote the friendship of those who inhabit their banks, 
while mountains, on the contrary, tend to the estrangement of: 
those who are separated by their intervention. In the present 
case, to make the crooked ways straight and the rough ways: 
smooth, will, in effect, remove the intervening mountains; and, 
by facilitating the intercourse of our Western ‘brethren, with 
those on the Atlantic, substantially unite. them in interest,. 
which the committee believe to be the only effectual cement of. 
union applicable to the human race,” 7 5 

Sir, {said Mr. C.J these objects have been accomplished. 
The crooked ways have been made straight, the rough ways 
amooth, the intervening mountains have been scaled—nat by. 
this road only, but by the numerous communications that. owe 
their existence, not to Governmental patronage, but to individual. 
enterprise; to enterprise prompted by eniightened views. of 
commercial advantage, and the strong stimulant arising from 
the hope Of individual wealth. A 

Other arguments, applicable in 1805, have now Jost their 
force. Formidable ‘tribes of savages at. that time hung upon 
the skirts of our infant. settlements un the western side of the. 
Alleghany Mountains, for whose defence it may: hav: een. 
proper to form a communication by this road with the Atlantic 
border. How changed is the prospect! Thé magician has: 
waved his wand, and ‘the transitions have been as rapidas the. 
shifting scenes of a moving panorama! Those infant. settle.. 
ments have sprung up. into. flourishing communities; the ex- 
tended force that then reposed in the deep solitude of primeval 
silence is now a cultivated couniry, Whose fields. teem with 
fertility, whose towns and vilages and cities resound with the 
hum of busy multitudes. Over a country, at. that time un.: 
trodden save by the foot of the untutored: Indian or solitary 
trapper, independent States now hold sway over a population,- 
numerous, intelligent, patriotic, brave; a Population that; ex- 
cepton the extreme frontier, Is so far from requiring defence 
from others, we must look to with pride and. pleasure as being: 
not only able but willing to afford effectual assissance to their, 
Atlantic brethren should they ever be- invaded by a foreign foe. 

„The Cumberland road 1s completed continuously for some 
distance beyond the Ohio-river, and has been worked upon in 
Cifferent places as far west as Vandalia, iu Ilinois within less 
than 100 miles of St. Louis, and more than 400 on the line of 
the road beyond the Ohio river. My. C. acknowledged the force 
of the argument that might be used in favor of appropriations: 
toconyect the different parts of the road, ahd thus to render 
whai has already been expended available. But look, sir, said 
he, to the condition of the Treasury. The report made a few 
days since by the Committee. of Ways and Means shows:that 
on the first of January last, there was less than five hundred 
thousand dollarsin the Treasury of the United States applica. - 
ble to pubiic expenditures. Tn the same report the estimated 
resources of the present year, inclucing $7,000,000 of Treasury - 
notes, are placed at $31,000,000. Of which $19,000.000 are es- 
timated as the receipts from customs, and $3,000,000 from pub. 
lic lands; beth of which resources are admitted, in the present 
condition of the cquntry, to be uncertain. 

Mr. C. had not, nor did he suppose that any gentleman, 
either in the House or out of it; possessed the data that would 
enable him to form a satisfactory opinion of the amount of du- 
ties that would probably be paid mto the Treasury on the dim: 
portation of foreign commodities; for the experience of for- 
mer years will afford ne criterion by which to Judge-of the pre- - 
sent. It must, hawever, be obvious to ail, that the fever ‘of 
land speculation, which, under the infiuence of credits: eastly 
obtained, had been stimulated almost to delirium, is rapidly” 
subsiding, avd that the purchases of the pubiic land will for 
the present year be limited almost exclusivély to the demand 
for settlements. This last demand willbe diminished: at the 
public.cales, from the strong and pernicious tendency of your 
pre-emption jaws to induce .emigrants..to seize upon. the- best 

ortions of the public domain not yet brought into market. 
Te observed some of the representatives from the new. States 
emile incredniouély ät this assertion, But with the most re- 
spectful deference to those. who advoc:ted ihis system, he could - 
not bul think that! t held out an inducement to avarice that 
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operated unfavorably upon the morals of our pioneer popula- 
tion. Mr. C. wished not to be misunderstood ; he made no 
charge agaiast that population, whose hardy enterprise had 
Sonduered ihe wilderness. Among them you will noi find the 
rude unfeeling boor, that “against the houseless stranger shuts 
his door,” but a population as much distinguished by generous 
hospitality as by a love of liberty and hardy enterprise—a popu- 
lation which, although perhaps destitute of some of these mi- 
nor advantages that a higher degree of improvement will in- 
troduce, are clearing the way for towas and villages, and culti- 
vated fields—a population whose energies have surmounted dif- 
ficulties and dangers from. which almost any other people 
would have shrunk in despair, that have conquered and are go- 
ing on tu conquer, that have laid and are now laying the foun- 
dation for future empires. : K 

Mr. C. would now return to the subject from which, he said, 
he had somewhat digressed, and admit that the estimated re- 
ceipts from the custums and the public Jands were not exagge- 
rated, and that the available means of 1838 would amount to 
$31,000,000. Deduct upwards of 816,00,900 not drawn from 
the Treaaury oa the first of January, of previous appropria- 
tions, and upwards of $2,000,900 of appropriations under per- 
manent laws, and there remains less than 13,000,000 applicable 
to the appropriations of the present year. Deduct from this 
amount upwards of $6,000,000 for Indian hostilities, and up- 
wards of $609,000 forthe Canadian frontier, and there remains 
less than seven miliions of dollars tor the expenditure of the 
Government, including the civil. and diplomatic list, the army, 
navy, fortifications, armories, the survey of the coast and har- 
bors, the erection of light-houses, and all other expenses. It 
is.true that the report of the committee estimates that there 
wil} be $11,000,000 of unex panded appropriations onthe Istof 
January, 1839, but Mr, ©, contended that this did not weaken 
the force of the argument; for appropriations unexpended this 
year will remain as a tax upon the next, and the $10,000,000 
Treasury notes that must be redeemed either towards the con- 
clusion of the present, or early after the commencement of the 
next year, is more than equal to any temporary convenience 
that may be supposed to arise from the estimated unexpended 
balance of appropriations on the lst of January, 1839. 

We are as careless, sir, as if we were sailing under a clear 
sky, with propitious breezes, over a summer sea. Butdo you 
sce-no speck on the political horizon? it is no longer a speck ; 
a cloud has arisen, whose dark shallow is thrown upon the 
prospect before us. Where is the faithful pilot? Why does 
he not warn usof the breakers on which, with every sail spread 
out to the deceitful breeze, we are madly driving? Where is 
the honorablechairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. CAMBRELENG,}] or the chairman of the Committee of 
Claims,{Mr. WnirtrLeser,] those faithful guardians of the pub- 
lic treasure? Why do they not warn us ofa national debt, as 
the inevitable consequence of unnecessary and extravagant ap- 
propriations ? 

Mr. C. ‘warned gentlemen of the consequences of a national 
debt. Ifwe contract a national debt, the “ compromise act of 
2832,” which brought peac: toa distracted country, Will prove 
but a rope of sand to an increase of duties. Yea, moro, the 
very next revolution of the political wheel may bring those 
into power who will not hesitate to direct the duties upon jm- 
portations, constitutionally imposed only as a means of raising 
revenue to pay the legitimate expenditures of the Governnient, 
to objects of protection. 

‘Scenes: would then return, upon which he could not look 
back without feelings of unutierable disgust. Protection and 
auti-protection wouid again become the waichwords of parties 
divided by. geographical lines. Local prejudices and individual 
avarice would aguin usurp in the halls of ation places that 
should be consecrated to patriotism and virtue. ‘The clamorous 
importunities of partial interesis would again intrude upon 
our deliberations, and the American Congress be again con- 
yorted into an arena for the most bitter contests. 

If we wouldavoid this, we must, if posstble, avoid contracting 
a national debt. A debt tosome extent, from the present pros- 
pects, cannot be avoided. But it is our duty to refuse all ap- 
propriations, whether constitutional or otherwise, that are not 
absolutely necessary to defray the expenses of the Government. 
No gentleman can doubt that a large national debt will inevi- 
tably lead either to an increase of the tariff, or to recalling the 
instalments from the States. To say nothing of the conse. 
quences (of which we have recently-had bitter experience) of 
suddenly diverting, by an act of legislation, a large amount of 
money from the channels in which it was employed, he doubted 
whetherthere would ever be found sufficient firmness in Congress 
to adopt the latter alternative. Even if the instalments should 
pe recalled from the States, he doubted whether it would not 
prove to be calling “ spirits from the vasty deep.’? You may, 

erhaps, recall them, “but will they come at your bidding?” 

r. C. intended to make no insinuation against the honor of the 
Biates; but, from the debates at the extra session upon the pro- 
position to withhold the fourth instalment, he thought it pro- 
bable that many of the States looked upon the deposites that 
have been made with themas legitimately their own property, 
and, under this impression, they. will not willingly tax the in- 
dustry of their citizens lo comply with what they may believe 
tobe an arbitrary and unauthorized demand. 

` Within the last two hours we have passed a biil containing 
appropriations foran exploring expedition, sor the employment 
of naturalists, geologists, botanists, to examine the animais, 
soils; and plants of distant lands, subjects with which this Go- 
vernment has as much to do as with the “vespertilio homo, or 
man-bat ofthe moon.” In such appropriations de we give evi- 
dence: of “our sympathies for the condition of our constituents, 
or afford a revelation of the calamities that await them from 
our legislation? Do gentlemen not see that, by unnceessary 
appropriations, they are sowing the seeds of bitterness between 
the different sections of this Union? That they are digging a 
mine which, when itis filled, as it will be, with the elements of 
wrath, a protective- tariff, and fired by the collision of separate 
interests, will produce an explosion that may shake our politi- 
cal fabric? If public opinion does not rise against unnecessary 
appropriations, and the voice of economy be heard in this Hall, 
hheavould not say that the ruin ofthe country, but he would say 
that the oppression of the people, so far as an increase of taxes 
is oppression, will be the inevitable consequence. 

The’ present is an auspitious time to-commence a reduction 
in that system of extravagant appropriations, which certainly 
received a great accession during the time of a large surplus 
Tevenue, and there is no subject upon which we can with more 
devycommence than the Cumberland road. It has long 

i rite Object of Government appropriations, ‘and, if 
the bill, withthe instructions proposed, the ped- 
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ple wiil at once be convinced of our sincerity, and that they 
must rely, at least while the Treasury isin an embarrassed con- 
dition, upon their own energies, with the assistance of the States, 


- to effect such objects as an enlightened view of their interests 


map induce them to undertake. Individual and State enter- 
prise are, indeed, the’only legitimate, safe, and economical agents 
that can be employed in the construction of internal impreve- 
ments not immediately connected with the foreign commerce or 
military defence of the country. j 

He appealed particularly to the public spirit of those gentle- 
men whose constituents were more immediately interested in 
the passage of the bill under consideration. No distinction, no: 
honor arising from place or power, can afford to the patriot 
the consolation that flows from the conscientious diseharge of 
his duty to his country; and nu gentleman can discharge his 
duty who, in the present condition-of our finances, will vote for 
unnecessary appropriations. No one need implicate himself 
upon the constitutional question of appropriations by the Gene- 
ral Goverument for objects of interna] improve nent, by voting 
for the motion torecommit the bill, withthe proposed instruc- 
tions. The condition ofthe Treasury is surely more than a suf- 
ficient excuse. 

In 1830, when General Jackson placed his veto on the Mays- 
ville Road bill, it was said in this Hall that he had raised to his 
memory a morc imperishable monument than when he won 
the glorious victory that preserved the queen of our Southern 
cities from the pollution ofa conquering foe, and, with her safety, 
the honor ofthe country. And yet, ifhe was not mistaken, he 
heard an honorable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mercer] con- 
gratulate the House a few dayssince that more extensive appro- 


. priations by the Government for objects of internal improvement 


had been made since that time than during any other equal pe 
riod in our history !. Let. gentlemen look to this. 

‘as he had before remarked, Mr..C. did not intend to discuss 
the constitutional. power of Congress to make appropriations 
for the objects of internal improvement, further than to say 
that the great variety of opinion that existed in relation to it 
should, if there were no other objection, make gentlemen hesi- 
tate to pass this bill. Leaving, however, the subject of consti- 
tutionality out of the question, it must be admitted that appro- 
priations by the General Government for objects of internal 
improvement are partialin their operation, tending to the be- 
neft of particular sections at the expense of the whole, and 
therefore inconsistent with that equality upon which our in- 
stitutions are founded. To remove this objection, to make ap- 
propriations sufficiently extensive to embrace every section of 
the country having, or claiming to have, objects worthy. of Go-: 
vernmental patronage, would creae a vortex of expenditure 
that. would ingulf the diamonds of Golconda and the gold of 
Mexico-—would reyuive a revenue, the collection of which 
would produce a wide-spread ruin, and, after exhausting the 
ranoutoes of the country, wouid be insufficient to accemplish 
the object, : : : 

To advocate appropriations fer the Cumberland road upon 
the ground that it will enhance the value.of the public lands 
in those Statesthrough which it passes, is almost.equally in- 
admissible: for the same argument will apply in favor of the 
construction of roadsinto every wilderness where the Govern- 
ment owns land. Who can suppose that. the opening of roads 
by the Government. is necessary to attract the farmer to the 
virgin soil of the West? Who has not observed the tide of 
emigration. sweeping in its progress the population of the old 
Statesto this land of promise? The temptations are a’ready 
strong enough to induce thousands to break through those local 
attachments, originating in childhood, increased by the asso- 
ciations of maturer years, “growing with our growth, and 
strengthening with our strength,” until at last they entwine 
themselves around the affections with a power that nothing 
but that love of waith that springs eternal in the human 
bosom could sever. A human tide has for years becn pour- 
ing into the new States and Territories with a rapidity un- 
equalled in the annals of the world, since, perhaps, those im- 
mense migrations recorded in history,-when whole tribes of 
barbarians poured in upon and settled the territories of their 
less warlike neighbors, sometimes bringing with them their 
own institutions, sometimes adupting those of the conquered 
rare. Whole districts of country in the old States have de- 
clined in population, attracted from a soil that in any other 
country would be considered as yielding a bountiful reward 
to the cultivator, to encounter the hardships and privations 
preparatory to converting the wilderness into the garden, Can 
any one, with these facts before us, contend that additional in- 
ducements to emigration are even desirable? 

Our Western brethren labored under no peculiar disadvan- 
tagesin relation, to the means of intercommunication. They 
hold constant intercourse with the rest of the world, not by 
those majestic rivers only which, uniting their waters with the 
Mississippi, together pay tribute to the Gulf of Mexico, but by 
numerous other channels of communication which owe their 
existence to individual and State enterprise. i 

He hoped the motion to recommit would succeed: now was 
the time by its adoption to relieve ourselves of a work whose 
constitutionality is doubtful, whose benefit is partial, and ap- 
propriatioas for continuing which, in the present condition of 
the Treasury, must bring on us the reproach of reckless ex- 
travagance. Let us surrender it to the States through which it 
passes; if worthy vf patronage, it will be continued under. 
their auspices, sanctioned by the enlightened liberality of 
their citizens, and paid for by those wno enjoy the advantage. 

If an additional argument wae necessary to show that the 
General Government should abandon not only this, but all 
other objects ofinternal improvement not immediately con- 
nected with the foreign commerce or military defences of the 
country, that argument could be found in the large sur plus;re- 
cently deposited with or paid to the States. 


REMARKS OF MR. EWING, OF INDIANA, 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 
Mr. EWING said: Tam not much surprised at the tenor of 
the remarks made by the gentleman. from South Carolina, [Mr. 
CaMPBELL,} who has just taken his seat. But it was certainly 


little to be expected that such a proposition as that now before ` 


the Heuse would have been made by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Unpgrwoob.} ~ It indicates a new state of feeling 
when this gentleman can be found, upon the subject of internal 
improvement, acting .at- this time of dayin harmony with the 
doctrine. of South Carolina. True; the reasons which influence 
the minds of the two gentlemen appear. very. different, and the 
sun and the weather ‘might be as well introduced into this de- 


-bate as.gome ofths topics. which seem to-have weight: with both 


. was with my toothache. 
; tracted; it was a very important tooth, and a dangerous opera- 


. the Louisville, canal isa State work, not.constructed under a 

tell: a 
he greatly overrates hissagacity and intelectual strength-i 
thinks he can break down fhe obligatons.entered-into:by so. 
contracts, and acted upon for thirty years, yet still hold the 
States bound by their stipulations inrelation to the sovereignty: 
of the soil. It also. becomes me, on this occasion, to- tell the gen+ 

. tleman from South Carolina, with equal plainness, that the Ji- 
berality and enlightened spirit which once characterized many 
of the statesmen of the South must haye departed,-if he thinks 
the people of the West will allow imposition to prevail forever, 
and a national treasury replenished, not by a protective. tariff, 
but by sales of the public lands, five years exempt. from.taxa-- 
tion, to be wasted in schemes of useless fortifications ‘and’ itiju- 
rious breakwaters. I had believed that even South.-Carelina 
was now entering as a competitor for the Western trade, by en- 
couraging a system. of internal improvemeat; and I had hoped 
that the policy of her worthy delegation would have expanded 
with her local interests at home. That gentleman may. -be as 
sured, if evenhigh protective duties he necessarity resorted to 
by this Governmeiit, it will be because Southern sectional 
views overlook the wise policy of the: ordinance of 1787; and 
the opinion os the best patriots and statesmen of. by-gone days, - 
The gentleman may rely upon it that.a disregard of public faith 
involved iu compacts with the new States formed out of the ter- 
ritory northwest of the Ohio, by which the public lands Are ses: 
cured, and the revenués annually coming into the public Trea: 
sury immense, will rather counteractthan promote his much 
dreaded protective system. : Wet 

But the gentleman from Kentucky, without entertaining any 
of the fears ofa protective tariff, which seem to: operate upon 
the mind of the gentleman from South Carolina, denies. ihe- 
validity of the compacts, and would also-set. them at: naught; . 
and, I must say, he thinkshe has: more wisdom than.T believe 
him to possess, when be thus overlooks the. matured action- of. 
those who framed the compacts and their binding validity. :'The 
gentleman from Kentucky calle the appropriation’ partial, esti- 
mates the amountalready expended upon: the road over and 
above the two percent. fund, and says appropriations forinter-* 
nal improvem:nt should now, be abaodoned.. The gentlentan - 
talksof economy and an exhausted Treasury, and appeals:to - 
his politica] friends tearrest all sych expenditures... Lhe gen- 
Ueman says nothing of the equal rights and sovereign: vale e- 
States under. the Constitution, of the: amount-of lazath elin», 
quished by the new. States, -of the fact thatthe. United states 
although ‘allowed. to extinguish Indian titles, are’ -prohibite 
from‘an ownership in property, except for forts, arsenals, &c. 
to be allowed by the several States wherein they are. located, | 
unless by compact. He omits to tell us what, if any thing, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, though which this road 
passes, have paid towards itscompletion, and. forgets. that. this 
economy would be wild extravagance, if the road west of Ohio 
were now permitted togo to decay for want of means. His , 
ideas of partial appropriations are most novel, The new States, 
under existing civcnmstances, pay a thousand dollars where . 
they receive one, and this road, passing through. seven States, 
cannot interfere with the progress of his Louisville canal; and 
has nothing local or sectional in it. If the gentleman would 
apply his arguments to fortifications, which really (end, in many. - 
instances, only to exhaust our Treasury; as well as to encou- 
rage a standing army, which may. endanger our-liberties,, the 
Whig party, with an eye single .to. the good of their country, 

might then hearken to his admonitions. But this. road,as.1 
haye already intimated, 1s not ofa sectional or party character, 
and can in no way minister to. party rancor or personal. ambi- 
tion. Earnest as Iam to advance the inierests of my constitu- 
ents, and deeply as they feel upon this subject, I should feel 
myself degraded, as their Representative, by bowing and con- 
geeing to partisans feeling or. partisan views, and thus over- 
looking the great and important question involved. ‘ 

And here, Mr. Speaker, allow me to remark, in relation to. 

. fortifying the seaboard, steam batteries alone can afford security. 
to our coast, ant should, in addition to. our Navy, receive..the 
aid intended for the defence of the. Atlantic States, . Ti may. be 
different for thé Western and Southwestern frontier, The Indign 
neighborhood may requiré.a line of fortifications in that:quar- 
ter, Astothe abandonment of internal improvement.appro: 
priations, the gentleman from Kentucky is certainly at liberty. 
to pursue which course he pleases. But the gentleman, Lam 
sure, was of a different opinion when the Maysville road was 

` vetoed, and, therefore, lam at liberty to infer that his present 
opposition to it arises from the fact, in partat least, that it does: . 
not pass through Kentucky. å wie 

Thopeitis with the gentleman’s Louisville canal as It once 

Į was told not to have the tooth’ ex- 


tion. Somewhat alarmed, I had it extracted ‘notwithstanding,’ - 
and immediate relief, without inconvenience, followed; and 
may it not be that the consequences of completing the Cumber- 
land road will equally disappoint his fears, and tend not.only to 
leave all the business necessary to sustain that smailexcava- 
. tion, but also to employ the work of much greater. dimensions, 
and much less expense, now about to be constructed on the Jel-. 
fersonville side, where a canal should have first been construct: 
ed? But let that pass. ew ee 
But I trust he cannot take the consistent action and good faith 
of this Government along with him. Nor can-he,although-the 
gentleman from South Carolina is. willing to -repe Conr, 
-gressional contracts, carry with him the constitutional obliga- 
tory contracts under which this road is to be constructed. He 
can in no way blend it with appropriations made to effect ob-. 
jects not contracted for. - It stands, as:I have endeavored to - 
show, upon distinct and different grounds, and no condition of, 
‘the Treasury, no change of policy on the part of the gentleman, 
can exonerate this Government from: acknowledging its, obli- 
: gations. tt y thet 
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yelation to a-matter involving the public 
good; if they had done this, the vie 
State Rights doctrine of the ‘other; 
aspect i O ort SN i n 
“AS to the policy of my: friend from Kentucky in proposing 
the réecommitinent of the bill; with the’ instructions he offers, 1 
can tell this‘ House and this country, that: when.this road shall 
be arbitrarily relinquished, or ceded:to the States through which 
itruns, without first being completed, or certain provisions 
made for its completion; and ‘for bridging the ‘streams over 
which 1t may pass, it’ will be found that tiie public domain itself 
will be relinquished and ceded by the samé arbitrary act. "Then, 
indeed, the new States, after much trouble, and many ‘partial 
exactions, will'stand upon the equal footing which the Constitu- 
tion of the United Statés contemplated, and ‘their State rights 
will. then bedefended, "ee RISE A 
The public domain within these States has been improved by 
the men who aided you'in your Revolutionary struggles; who 
enabled you to secure the possession of lands without otherwise 
having paid for them, and who went elsewhere to improve and 
protect anew country, and paid for the ‘soil;"the proceeds of 
which has enabled you to pay your Revolutionary debt. They 
fought for your homes before they travelled West, and. in the 
new States they relinquished.their sovéreignty and ownership 
over the soil, to enable you to redeem the ebligations thereby 
incurred. Yet, the gentleman from South Carolina has brought 
the pre-emption bill into. this discussion, as though it was an ex- 
travaganit appropriation, made only for the benefit of the West. 
This public land topic, involving as it does, the harmony, union 
and equality of the States, is of too much importance to be 
discussed upon the present occasion.. If the wise system, ma- 
tured by the. pre-eminent statesman of Kentucky, in the other 
end of this building, and adopted by Congress, “had ‘not been 
vetoed by a President who urged ‘upon Congress to dispense 
altogether with the public lands as an object of revenue, then 
the trackling system of: his successor, walking in his footsteps, 
whose financial views the gentleman frem South Carolina now 
in part supports, would-never have: engendered heaft-burnings 
and dissensions, with speculations: and pectlations and party 
subserviency; nor would the laboring settler of the West, seek- 
inga home for himself and his offspring, after improving the 
soil,‘and securing, by his industry, the méans of future compe- 
tency, have to: come here under the auspices of a specie-paying 
circular, asking of the Government the first right to buy the 
Jand which he himself had given value to by his own improve- 
ments. -Thatgentleman may take my word for’ it, if specula- 
tions candollow apre-emption law in Indiana, the speculators 
will comè from other quarters of the coùntry; the South and 
the East will furnish them, And, speaking of Southern set- 
uers, although we have a few such visiters to our fertile re- 
gioa, I only lament their numbers have not been more rapidly 
increased. > A 
“It seems to be. denied, Mr, Speaker, by both the gentlemen, 
that the completion of unis read is an. object of great national 
importance at this time. ` For military purposes, one ofthe first 


faith, and-t 


of:the: one, and the 
would appear in a better 


reasons urged {or its ‘construction, it is‘ now ‘said to beof no, 


avail, The Ohio river, obstructed by ice for some months each 
year, the gentlemen thitik is now sufficient for the transporta- 
tion of munitions of war, The reminiscences of the last war 
should better. instruct them. But do we want no mail facilities? 
no facilities for commerce? none for social intercourse? Is every 
other interest to yield to military considerations? Sir, the paths 
of military conquest and glory ‘lead but to ‘the grave of our 
prosperity. Sir, the whole country, in ail her relations, moral, 
social, political, agricultural, commercial, and mechanical, cries 
aloud for this appropriation, and will no longer be swayed by 
considerations of vainglory; nor can any considerations of this 
character be allowed to overlook this call, or trample upon and 
cast asida the public faith and public welfare upon which it-is 
founded. : 

Sir, I have no desire, called: upon thus unexpectedly by the 
course of the gentleman: from Kentucky, ‘to notice all the oft- 
repeated and oft-refuted ‘objections. urged: against” a ppropria- 
tions for this road; nor'shal) I speak uporan implied supposi- 
tion’ that this House" is unacquainted with the compacts exist- 
ing, and ‘legislation ‘herotofore had, upon this subject. ` But 
there: is a report of the Secretary of War upon our table, in 
compliance. with a resolution of the other branch of the Legis- 
lature, showing what reductiens might be made withont doing 
injury to such, parts of the road as have already been coni 
menced, “without violating existing contracts,” By which it 
appears that a bill had been reported in that body appropriat- 

ing more'than double the amount ‘embraced: in this bill; and 
with & view to effect the abject which led to the call, a much 
larger sum is absolutely required than is embraced by the pro- 
visions of the bill before the House. The reduced estimates in 
the report adverted to is, for Indiana alone; $266,000, and this 
sum shout now be allowed." > ~ = ` 

But åt this time I will not trespase upon the urbanity and 
good fecling of the gentleman who argue: against the smaller 
sum in the bill before us; our after action can-remedy this 
defect. ‘ Mee, Bw i tae AE OME : 


I could now almost appeal to the gentleman from Kentucky- 


in the language of Colone! E:han Allen, at Ticonderoga, during 
the Revolutionary war, “In the name of the Great Jehovah 
and the Continental Congress,” to withdraw his motion -to re- 
commit this bill.” -1f he-should not, however, its defeat, I think, 
is certain. I wiil point the gentlenvan and the House, by an 


amendment which I send tothe Chair, to the only equitable and 


legal mode of transfer which this House can adopt: by moving 
a proviso to his instructions to the committee, (if the bill be re- 
committed,) that the surrender of the read to the States through 
which it passes, shal! be accompanied by an appropriation of 


an equal average-amount-of money to. each mile of said road, _ 


west of that portion thereof already ceded to the States in which 
it lies, to that expended upon each. mile relinquished, to be paid 
in three annual instalments, one of which’shalt be due upon: the 
pagsageof the law.” eee eat ee 

‘Mr. Speaker, 1 will now take my seat, appealing te the in- 
telligence and patriotism of this House to reject the proposi- 
tion. to recomm t. this. bill, Fam~khown to be the uniform 
friend of economy and reform; but T cannot “believe in the re- 


acinding of contracts® by legislation; northat the few hundred 


thousand dollars for a great national object, located in a secticri 
of country which enriches your Treasury and’pays mere thar 
halfof: yourtincoine, would-be. either-econdmical, just, or pa- 
Jitie: Indeed if there exists any properrule of action, or prin: 
ciple‘of constitutionallaw; or policy hecoming this House under 
existing citcamstarices, which could impel or justify. a-cession 
of this-urifirished road, ascontemplated bythe gentleman: from 
Kenuidky) bhave nowhere discovered it." The aniendment to 
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Cumberland Road.—Mr. Graves. 
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after, unless his motion be, as E-hope it will be, in the 
time withdrawn. BEES E ae 


REMARKS OF MR GRAVES, OF KY. 
/ ON THE SAME SUBJECT. -` 

In the House of Representatives, April 18, 1838.—Mr. Sovurx- 
; GATE having spoken—- 

Mr. GRAVES, of Kentucky, next rosé, andsaid: Mr. Speaker, 
Thad not intended te participate in this discussion, and should 
not have risen now, had not the remarks of my friend and col- 
$ Jeague, who has just.taken his seat, rendered it necessary. for 

| me, in justification of my own course on this subjec’, to correct 
: some of his.misapprehensions. is ie EN 
: He told us that this system of internal improvement in by- 
gone days was'a favorite with Kentucky. That; until now, her 


; support. : From thesé remarks, it would seem thatI, and such 
of my colleagues as oppose'this bil], are acting inconsistently 
with our former votes. My colleague. being a new member, 
and not having looked into the journals, has, unintentionally, 
fallen into an egregious error on this subject. It was my im- 
: pression; and, on éxamining the journal; I find I was ‘not mista- 
ken, that none of the members from Kentucky in this House, 
with a single exception, have ever voted, since I have been in 
> Congress; Tor appropriations for the continuation of this 10ad, 
` And, though I have not looked further back into the subject, T 
apprehend the same state of things existed for some years 
previously, ~ 
{Here Mr. Sournaats rose, and said he was not informed, 
anit did not undertate to speak of the course which Kentucky 
had taken upoa the subject for the last few years, but of her 
: course some years since } 
t “Mr. Graves rejoined. Yes, Mr. Speaker, it is true, that, pre- 
viously to the commencement of the last Administration, when 
- it was proposed to conduct internal improvements as a system, 
before thatsystem had received its death-blow; and before ‘the 
apprehensions of the nation were aroused upon the subject of 
Executive power and patronage, Kentucky did favor the sys- 
tem, and no one of her citizens more warmly than IL But, sir, 
my support to the cause was predicated upon suppesing it was 
’ to be prosecuted’ as a system; a system founded upon justice 
: and equality; by which the different States should derive ad- 
vantages bearing some proportion to the amount which they 
had to contribute to the general fund out of which it was to be 
prosecuted. But the svlendid system, which was originally 
contemplated, was dvieated; and whatever has siuce been done 
by Congress upon the subject, has been partial, and without re- 
gd to the mutual advantages of the different sections of the 
nion. 

The leading and most important objection that the original 
opponents of the system urged against it, was the great in- 
crease which it would add to Executive power and patronage. 
This objection was thought, at the time, to be trivial and invalid, 
owing to the fact that, up to that time, the Executive nower 
had moved quietly in its own sphere, and had not used the pa- 
tronage placed in its hands solely for the good of the peuple, 
corruptly.to buy up power and influence. But, sir, 1 confess 
thatthe history of the last nine years has satisfied me that every 
thing that adds to the patronage and power of the Federal Ex- 
ecutive should be scrutinized most closely; and-never, without 
some very potent and overruling necéssity, sanctioned. by the 
representauives of the people. The appropriation and disburse 
ment, annually, of twenty-five or thirty millions of dollars, by 
the Federal Government, towards works of internal improve- 
iment, would swell and inciease the already giant power of the 
Executive in adegree to which I could not consent, The le- 
gilimate powers of the Executive, and those that have heen 
assumed, have been growing so rapidly for the last few veats, 
thatit has very nearly swallowed up every other power known 
to the Constitution. Instead of adding to the already over- 
grown power of the Federal Executive, [feel anxious to see 
placed elsewhere a counteracting power; and, for myself, } pre- 
fer to see whatever accidental surplusthéie may remain in the 
Treasury after a cheap and economical Administration, divided 
among the States, to be appropriated’ to such objects as they 
may designate, “As far as I can ‘Jearn, there remains a very 
smal! remnant of the old advocates of Internal improvements, 
who desire to see the system revived by the Federal Govern- 
ment. Such works as are about of equal importance to seve- 
ral States, and could not be appropriately accomplished by any 
one of them=-such, for instance, as 'the improvement of the 
principal rivers of the country, the navigation of which is 
equally important to several States; the érection of fortifica- 
tions, light-houses, and harbors; the building asd maintaining a 
navy to protect thé common commerce of the country—miust 
be accomplished, of necessity, out of the common funds of the 
nation. 

The result of the most deliberate consideration which I have 
been able to give this subject is, that the roads in the different 
States, and the improvement of thenavigation of the rivers, in 
the commerce of which the States through which they pass 
are alone or mainly interested, had better be made by authoriiy, 
and out of the means of the different States. For many of the 
States, under the impression that the system of internal im- 

ovement by the Federal.Government had been abandoned, 
fave proceeded to berrow money on their own account, to 

‘make their own roads, and some of them also to improve the 
navigation of their own rivers. 

| Kentucky, in common with other States, has contracted a 
heavy debt to improve her roads and rivers, and she feels that 
she hasalready greatly increased the resources of her peo- 
ple, and the value of their property. It would be unjust 
and unequal for similar works to be accomplished out of 
the Federal Treasury for the. benefit of the people of other 

a Siates, i i K 

© ‘But isiscontended that the Cunsberberland road has been in 

: progress far a great number of years; that it is a great and a 
magnificent: worki: one which has been thus far accomplished 
hy fhe munificence cf the whole nation; an object of which we 
should atl bë proud, and therefore we should carıy it 1o'the far 
West. The premises are true, but the conclusion is a non 
séquilur, The question is not whether this read should be finish- 
ed to thé Mississippij. but it is, should it he aecommplished by 
the Federal or Stare-Governments? - That this road will be ac- 

plishéd isas cértain'as that the three great States of Ohio, 

“and Hlitois, stall march on to the great and glorious 

iny that awajtsthem. “That the road, } ccomplished, 
will greatly enhance t i $ y 
extent almost, ifno 


his instructions, which ‘has been read, Isha} insist upon hère- 


|: representatives’ here Kad presented an unbroken front in its - 


} those States, t6 an - 
cost of constricting’ 
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it; is abandantly apparent from tl 
which have. finished their roads. 


of other members of the Union- should. ken 101 
provements for the almost exclusive .benefit-and conve: 
these States, without any prospect of h ; i í 


procated, © Moe e PEE ef 
Kentucky has been amémber of this Union 
constituting about ene-eighteenth part -of the enti 
contributing to the National Treasury about inthe: 
stil, for'the great national. objects-of internalim 
light-houses, ‘fortifications, dc. to which so many m7 
been elsewhere. appropriated, not-one-cent: has been 
priated. within herhimits, This, together with the” ad 
fac: that Kentucky is the only State ja the Union-this 3 
appears from a report of the Secretary of the Tr 
in 1835, in obedience to.a call from: Congress for 
upon the subject.of the amount of: expendiwures i 
States fromthe foundation of the Government: >= 45 $ 
Sull my colleague says that the system of internal improve; 
ment is founded in justice, that it is a unit, and tbat he will sup: 
port appropriations for dt whenever and wherever proposed, 
though hisown State should never get acent from the Federal 
Treasury for similar purposes... fò this’ 1 difer froi him: `T 
can Lever consentto go fora measure because of its'bedaring a 
particular name. It is the merits of a measure that commend it 
a my support, and no misnomer can divett my aitentiòn froni 
them. ` x s 
Lhave heard the imputation of selfishness, of narrow, 
rious and: unstatesmantike views too. often attributed 
representatives of Kentucky on this floor, to.suffer the 
to go unnoticed, Six, itis unjust; and gentlemen take per 
ficial view of the considerations which govern their cours upon 
this -and other extravagant appropriations. Am Tto:be wold by 
statesmen here, that it is selfish'and unstatesmanlike in the 
representatives of Kentucky to oppose liberal appropriations 
for the improvemeritand advancement of other sections’ of-the:’ 
Union, because their Siate does not come in for a share?... Gentle- 
men surely pay.a very poor compliment to the understanding 
of the representatives of Kentucky if they sup: 
pose they can be made to abandon the interest of their consti- 
tuents, and the principles of immutable justice, by ‘stich 
deciamation:. $ uR 3 ; SiC AMT a FENG 
The basis upen which ‘is founded our ‘blessed Union is, that 
its burdens and benefits shall be as-equatd asin’ the’ nat f 
things they can be rendered. Once establish the principle; that 
the assessment of taxes, to bring money. into the Treasury, is to 
be equal and uniform upon every portien of the Union; and that 
all your disbursements are to he made, without regard to:equa* 
lity, for Ure benefit of particular sections, and you will find the 
people cf the other sections will not submit to it. - : 
Government is furmed for selfish and interested motives, but 
not in the odious sense of these terms. Governments. are com: 
posed of individuals, who agree to bear the burdens and contri. 
bute to the maintenance of Government, for the interested and 
seifish purposes of making a good bargain; by which they: re: 
ce've in exchange what is of greater value than that with which 
they part; by which they the- betier secure to themselves the 
more important rights of life, liberty, and property, in ex- 
change ter the less important nainial rights, with which every - 
one emerging from astate of nature into a government of laws 
must of necessity part. ‘ Tee 3 
I greatly misunderstand the people of Kentucky if from a 
fear uf being considered selfish, they quietly and willingly 
submit to bear her proportion of the burdens of en extravagant 
and prodigal’ Administration, without demanding some partici- 
pation in the heavy disbursements of the Government. Cenit 


ns Have 


appro: 


penu: 
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` be expecied:that the State of. Kentucky: will.quiedy submitto 


the state of things that we have witnessed fOr the lass: few: yedre? 
Vhe last Congress. appropriated upwards of seventy millions of 
dollars; about four millions. ef that ‘sum. was coniributed’ by 
Kentucky. And to what extent has she shared in the'dishurse* 
ments? Very little more than if‘she had been a foreign Go- 
vernment, except in the general interest which she incidentally 
receives from appropriations. made to objects. alike interesting 
to other States, It is true she has a great interest in-theim: 
provement.of the Ohio, Cumberlane, and Mississippi rivers, ‘in 
common with the other twelve States that navigate the waters 
of those rivers. In the appropriations made to those objects she 
has, Tadimit, this common interest. It must be recollected the 
sum appropriated to this object, when the amount of interests 
involved is considered, was very inconsiderable. nA 
There is a subject, however, in which Kentuckyhasfor 
some years past felt a deep interest, at least such: portions- of 
Kentucky as have given their particular attention tothe’ sab- 
ject. Laliude to the proposition for the Federal Government 
to purchase upand make free the navigation of the Louisville 
and Portland canal, which has been for more than four. years 
depending before Congress, but upon which Congress has fatl- 
ed and refused even to act. (Here Mr: Mercrr rose, and said 
that the gentleman from Kentucky had fallen into an error, 
for, during the time of his predecessor,he recollected the sub- 
ject was taken up and debated’ somewhat at length.) ‘Mr. 
Graves said it was true this House, through courtesy. to/his 
very worthy predecessor, [Mr. Popx,] had consented ‘to take 
up Lhe subject, to allow him to. address the House, and that the 
sabject was then discussed for a part of one day, but that no 
vote of this House was ever taken upon it. Although’ thie 
subject is equally interesting to some of the other twelve. 
Statics that navigate the Ohio river, the importarice of itis very 
litde understood by those who are at a distance, and have not 
looked into it. In 1831, the first year that the navigation of 
that canal was opened, it collected tolls amounting to but be- 
tween twelve and thirteen thousand dollars; but so rapid hes 
been the increase of the commerce. of that river, that the tolls? 
of the canal, in 1837, amounted to upwards of $145,000, which 
enabled the stockholders to declare a dividend of 18 per cetity: 
and I apprehend the. tolls collected by the canal during tha pre? 
sent year will enable the stockholders to run their dividend'up~ 
to 18 per cont: the maximum amount which the company tan 
divide under their charter. Bat this might be bornesif-it'were 
the highest amount to which the burdens upan the commerce, 
of thai river were subject to be carried... Widely diferet, 
however, isthe case. For a. company of enie: prising indivi“ 
duals, seeing that the commerce of that river was. increasing so 
rapidiy. that in a few years it wonidbesufficient nor orly to 
enable the stockholders. in the present canal to declare their: 
maximum dividends, but-alsoto‘supply. business. enough: for. 
another cana! 12 enable ite: emekholders to declare an equal: 
large dividend-an theamount necessary to construct cneon the- 


‘Indiana side of the Ohio, have proceeded-io. procure a charter 


from the State of Indiana te construct another canal and: are- 
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now proceeding with steps preliminary to the commencement 
of the new work; and unless Congress shall do something on 
the subject this session, indicating an intention to make the na- 
vigation of the present canal free, they will doubtless proceed 
with their work, which I have no doubt will cost $2,000,000. 
Eighteen per cent. upon this sum, and upon the cost of the 
present canal, will amount to about $540,000, which, together 
with thesum necessary to keep in repair and pay -for superin- 
tending both canals, will amount to but little if any less than 
$600,000 per year. This vast sum will eventually be collected, 
should Congress persist in refusing to free the present canal, 
aga perpetual annual tax upon the commerce of that river. 
The Government, in the last three years, has appropriated 
$270,000 to deepen the overslaugl on the Hudson river, with- 
out ever conceiving the idea of imposing tolls upon its naviga- 
tion, whilst itis drawing 13 per cent. off the stock it took in the 
Louisville and Portland canal, which was made to obviate a 
similar but a much more formidable obstacle in the navigation 
of the Ohio river. With all these facts before us, can jt be 
just to impeach tie Representatives from Kentucky with sel- 
fishness, in the odious sense of the term, for resisting extrava- 
gant appropriations, whether to the Cumberland road or other 
objects? 

Ifany other appropriations are to be made to the Cumberland 
road, itwould seem to me to he much more reasonable that it 
should be extended from some suitabie part of it, to which it is 
already finished, to a point in Ohio, opposite to Maysville, Ky. 
where it would connect with the Maysville and Lexington turn- 
pike, and the other turnpikes which Kentucky isnow construct- 


Ing to the Tennessee line, and, by means of roads which that. 


State proposes to construct, connect with the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi, and in this way furnish a land communication, 
when the Ohio river is closed, between the States of Mississippi, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Eastern States. For 
as things new are, all who travel from the South and Southwest 
eastwardly, in the winter, whenthe Ohio is closed, encounter 
more difficulty and greater expense in getting from Maysville, 
Ky. tothe most eligible point on the National road, than is in- 
curred in other seasons ofthe year intraveliing {rom Louisville 
to Philadelphia. And although the States ef Missouri, Ilinvis, 
and Indiana, by means of the roads which the last two Niates 
propose making, could connect with the Kentucky roads at 

ouisville, and thus geton by this track from Maysville to the 
present National read, E doubt not I should at once be reproach- 
ed with selfishness, were J to propose it. 

Whenever the Representatives from the Westand Southwest 
commence complaining about the great inequality in the dis- 
bursements of this Government, we have a learned and able lec- 
ture delivered to us to convince us that we are interested to an 
extent equal to any quarter of the country in the formation of 
harbors and light-houses in the Atlantic States, because they 
render the navigation safer, and consequently cheaper. Weare 
told that we who have produce to send Last are the Very persons 
most interested ın those seacoast works. No man here isso 
transcendently ignorant on this subject as not to know that 
every portion of the people of this Union have some interest, to 
agreater or less degree, in these works, and indeed in the im- 
provement ofevery river, and in theconstruction of-every read 
aad canal in any of the States, upou the principle that whatso- 
ever cheapens and renders more safe an! commodious travel 
and commerce between the different quarters of our country, is 
calculated to benefit each and every portion of it. Butan At- 
lantic gentleman might also he told that be should consent to 
improve, outofthe common funds of the nation, by locks and 
dams, if you please, all of var little Western rivers, because it 
renders safer and cheaper the navigation of those rivers, and ena- 
bles the producer of flour, pork, &c. to bring those articles to 
them cheaper. Each proposition is equaliy true. But, sir, 
enough ofthis; itis understood by all of us. Tt is known that 
whilst every portion ofthe country has a general interest in im- 

rovements at distant points, we all feel we have a more particu- 
Jar and special interest in improvements at home. 

But to return more immediately tothe subject. The adyo- 
cates of this bill say, are not good roads a great convenience to 


the people? is it not right and proper that roads should exist? 4 


can they be made without money? They answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative, and conclude quod era! demonstran- 
dum; ergo, this appropriation should be made. If, from such 
premises, such conclusions may be drawn, then indeed the 
other argument, which has been urged, that this appropriation 
should be made because others have been made to the same 
object, may also be sound. But for myself, I must be allowed 
to withhold my vote from giving the money of my constituents 
toa cause depending for its support upon such grounds. A 
cause thatcan only be sustained by such arguments, does sure- 
ly not commend itself very strongly to the favor of this House. 
But how, it may be asked, have appropriations to this object 
been carried year after year since the overthrow of the system 
of internal improvements? In the first place, there is, and ever 
has been, a certain very small interest in both Houses of -Con- 
gress who still entertain a hope and belief that this system will 
be revived upona broad and magnificent scale, penetrating 
every quarter of the Union, There ave others who are partial 
to this particular work from early recoliections, and entertain 
for ita kind of paternal regard. There is, then, another interest, 
consisting of eight Senators and thirty one members, coming 
from the four Northwestern States most directly and deeply 1n- 
terested inthis work. And then there is another, and much the 
largest interest, consisting of the representation of the seaboard 
States, whose policy is to run the appropriations up from the 
old.cheap standard o1 twelve or thirteen millions to thirty or 
forty millions annually; for the very obvious reason that the 
great bulk of the appropriations is in their States. Take from 
this last and largest interest the thirty-one votes in this House 
and the eight votes in the Senate before mentioned, and they 
could not have run the appropriations of last Congress up to 
exceeding seventy milliens of dollars. It is a combination of 
interests, constituting a majority of Congress, that produces 
doth the enormous amount ‘and great inequality of appro- 
priations.: 

Already have seven millions been appropriated towards this 
road, andif it is to be continued, as some propose, through Mis- 
gouri, Arkaneas, and Louisiana, it must cost peihaps three or 
four times as much more. FF it be not extended go far as this, 
however, I would inquire where is the point at which we can 
more properly stop than that to which the road isnow extended? 

'e have greatly more than exhausted the two per cent. fund, 
andI think are under no obligation of implied faith te. prosecute 
this- work more than any- other great and imporiant road. I 
cannot, therefore, give my support to-this bil proposiag toap- 
propriate $450,000 towards the continuation of this read, 
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SPEECH OF MR. POPE, 


i Or Kextucxy, 
In the House of Representatives, Thursday, April 12, 1838— 
On the proposition of Mr. Unprxwoop to recommit the bill 
making appropriations for thé continuation of the Cumber- 
Jand road, with instructions ta report a bil! in lieu thereof, 
ceding the same to the States through which it passes. 
My. POPE addressed the Chair as follows! 


Mr. SPRAKER: The assault made on this biil by my col 
league {Mr. UnnERwoop] was indeed unexpected, and espe- 
cially at this stage of the proceeding.. I was the more surprised 
that the opposition should come from one of those whe had so 
long rallied under the banner of the great champion of the 
American Systom, towhom a monument has been erected on 
this great National road. Sir, before I accepted a scat.in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, I consulted most of my col- 
leagues with whom I was desirous to actin harmony about the 
propriety and policy of participating in the labors of that com- 
mittee. “1 acquiesced in the nomination to fill the vacancy 
with the approbation of my Kentucky friends. 

Permit me here to mention that I never was, since I fully 
explored the subject, in favor of a general diffusive system of 
internal improvemeuts, sucli as the States were fully competent 
to make without the aid or agency of the National Government. 
Improvements of local character should be left to the local 
Governments; and those only of a decided national character, 
as declared by President Jackson, are within the legitimate 
action of this Government. Neither time nor circumstance 
have changed my views on this and other subjects of primary 
importance.. I believed, twenty seven ycars ago, after fall and 
impartial consideration, that a National Bank was a useful and 
necessary fiscal agent, and the best regulator of our paper cur- 
rency ; and that opinion I have maintained, under ai] circum- 
stanceg, through good and evil report. This Cumberland road 
was commenced near the Potomac river nearly thirty years 
ago, when I was a member ofthe other House. I was for that 
road then, as necessary and proper, and a work of great national 
utility in a political, commercial, and social view. When I 
first.crossed, in the fall of 1807, the immense body of moun. 
tains between the Potomac and the Ohio, and cast my eyes 
from their lofty summits tothe extensive region of the West, 
and turned them to the States bordering on the Atlantic, I was 
deeply impressed with the theught that this mountain barrier 
had been placed there for the mutual defence and security of 


independent nations; and that, to bind together the people of 


the East and West, by whose joint counsels and arms Jiberty 
and independence had bevo achieved, it was necessary to cut 
down this great wall of separation. I could not believe that 
the old devious and miserable road made by Braddock and 
Washington, about the middle of the last century, was tors- 
main the only medium of intercourse between the Eastern and 
Western waters. Pennsylvania had no interest then, nor has 
she now avy special interest in this road. Her local views and 
policy led her to improvements in a different direction. The 
plan of making this great road from the Potomac to the Ohio 
ad iis crigiu with the first statesmen of Virginia; and the 
foundation was laid under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, 
Atthe threshold, Mr. Speaker, permit me to say that this road 
does not rest on the general power or policy of making internal 
improvements, but is based ca solemn compacts with Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, and the strongest implied pledges 
ofthis Government to those «tates to make this. great National 
road to the Mississippi river, for which this bill now under con- 
sideration makes an appropriation. 

The superintendents or engineers employed on this road, 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois, made an esti- 
mate of more than one million of dollars for the present year; 
but the committee, considering the present condition of the 
Treasury, concurred with the Secretary of War in believing 
this sum ought to be reduced to $450,000, which he thought 
sufficient to keep the work in progress during the present year, 
and prevent the loss of materials which had been collected and 
prepared for bridges, and injury to those parts of the road 
which had been graded in the three States. To me, sir, was- 
assigned the duty of repsrting this bill, and to attend to its pro- 
gress in the House. It was referred toa Committee of the 
‘Whole, where it was expected to be assailed if opposition was 
to be encountered. It passed through the Committee of the 
Whole, and was reported to the House with little or no opposi- 
tion, and, when the question was about to be put on its engross- 
ment, an unexpected assault was made on it by one of my col- 
leagues, {Mr. UNpERwoop,] from whom I least expected such a 
course. I certainly expected the cordial co-operation of the 
representative from Kentucky. Ife opposes it because no 
general system of internal improvement has been, or is likely to 
be, established by Congress. Of this objection F can only say 
that 1 cannot anticipate what Congress will do, but must be 
regulated in my support of this bill by the past action of the 
Government I ccrainly did not, Mr. Speaker, expect to be 
called on to explore this whole subject for the last thirty or forty 
years, during which this Government has been making appro- 
priations almost every year for this great national work. My 
colleague lays much stress on the amount this road has cost. 
I have not made an estimate of the amount, but presume it is 
large, It is proper to observe, however, that a large portion of 
the sum has been expended between the Potomac and Ohio 
rivers, before you enter the territory of any of the States men- 
tioned in the bill, and we should bear in mind that this road 
was commenced before road making was well understood, and 
that the first experiment of paving the road between this and 
Wheeling in a great measure failed, and a large amount was 
expended in repairing it and re-making it on the Macadamized 
plan. On this branch of the subject I do not intend to dwell, 
It is urged, also, that the condition of our Territory forbids this 
appropriation. To this I might answer that it has not pre- 
vented other appropriations. We granted $100,000 to the heira 
of Robert Fulton, about $75,000 more than was ever claimed 
before either by Mr. Fulton or his representatives. We have 
appropriated probabiy a million of dollars or more to send out 
an exploring expedition to distant seas, which had been autho- 
rized by Congress two years Why did not the poverty of 
our Treasury arrest these appropriations? It was thought that 
our character as a nation would suffer in the eyes of the world 
if we abandoned this expedition after having undertaken it; that 
we, the second commercial nation inthe world, and aspiring to 
become @ great naval powér, vughitte contribute something to 
make discoveries in other parts of the globe, for the. benefit of 


our enterprising citizens, to expand the theatre of commerce 
and navigation. It is very true that the condition of the Frea- 
sury ought to admovfish us to suspend appropriations for new 
works not commenced, and to reduce them for works now. in. 
progress as mucli as practicable, so as to prevent.loss.or very 


material injusy. k oe ae $ 

I was deeply impressed with these: considerations in, making 
the appropriation less than half the amount desired by. the: re- 
presentatives from the States. more directly interested, ` Sir, 
we know that if this road is abandoned, it will never. be finish: 
ed by the States. Their local interests ‘will’ prompt. them to 
expend their funds for very different improvements. : They 
consider ita national work, and, although undoubtedly advan- 
tageous to them, legs so.than otier roads and canals in. which 
they are made deedly concerned. It is well known that many 
have purchased and settled at higher prices onthe route deaig- 
nated for this read than they would have done but for the expec- . 
tation authorized by the uniform. and long-continued policy of 
Congress; and it would seem to me that nothing tends more.to 
lessen the confidence in and, respect for ‘the Government than 
an unstable, whimsical, and fickle course. Another objection 
is made by my Colleague that we ought to refuse this appro- 
priation because Kentucky has not received that Justice to 
which she is entitled. I cannot think thisa fair or statesman- 
like ground of opposition. to this bill. Shall we, becauso we 
have not obtained what we desired, violate the solemn com- 
pacts and implied pledges of our Government, to the injury of 
our neighbors and the whole West. Certainly not.” Tcaù., 
not, I confess, perceive the force of this objection. Will 
it be seriously contended that we ought to wrong our friends 
and neighbors, and the whole West, because this Government | 
has dene us wrong? We are connected. with the Western 
States bordering on the Ohio by the strongest ties, political, , 
commercial, andsocial; and it is our duty and interest, to treat 
them with justice, liberality, and kindness. After the. year. 
1840 they willbe able, by their increased strength and influ: 
ence. to afford us much aid in obtaining ail that justice from 
the National Government to which Kentucky may, have a. fair 
claim. Kentucky is identified, in interest. and policy, with the 
whole West. If making this road direcdy benefits our neigh- , 
bors, it must indirectly benefit Kentucky. If it will tend to en- 
rich and populate the Western country, no Western man, it, 
would seem to me, ought to oppose. its progress. Tam not for 

` expending more. money this year on this road thah what is 
necessary to keep the Work ini motion, and prevent luss and in- 
jury. This Government has, in numerous instances, expended 
money in making reads through her Western landa to promote, 
their sale and settlement, to which no Western statesman has 
heretofore. objected; and of her. power to,do 80. no person, the | 
most strict constructionist, has ever doubted.” Mr. Speaker, ` 
(aid Mr. P.) I have said that this Government ought tò prose- 
cute this work, in compliance with her solemn compact and 
implied faith; and Lhope to make this apparent by a retrospec: 
of the several continued acts of this Government for nearly 
thirty-five years. i aye 

By an aci passed on the 30th April, 1802, Congress authorized 
the people of Ohio to form a Constitution, and come into the 
Union, upon certain terms and conditions therein prescribed, the 
most material of which were, in substance, that Congress 
would grant to the State of Ohio the sixteenth section in every , 
township, for the use of schools, and that one-twentieth part of , 
the nett proceeds of the sales of public Jands lying within the 
limits of said State, sold by Congress after the 30th day of June, 
1802, should be applied to laying out and making public roads 
from the navigable waters of the Atlantic to the Ohio, tothe said 
State, and through the same; such roads to be laid out under the 
authority of Congress, with the consent of the States through 
which they shout pass: provided, al ways, that the propositions 
aforesaid were offered to the State of Ohio on the express ‘condi- 
tions that the convention ofsaid State should provide, by an or- 
dinance irrevocable without the consent of the United Stat 
that every and each tract of land sold by Congress from an 
after the 30th day of June, 1802, should be and remain exempt 
from any tax laid-by or under the authority of the State, whether 
for State, county, township, or any other purpose whatever, for 
the term of five years from and after the day of sale. A modifi- 
cation of the terms’ was afterwards agreed on, by which three 
percent. ofthe land fund reserved was to be applied to internal 
improvements within the State, under the direction of the. said 
State. Independent of high political considerations, of which I 
shall speak hereafter, the leading inducement with Congress to 
grant lands fer schools and roads, and to exempt their lands sold 
from taxation for five years, was to promote and facilitate the 
settlementand sale of their extensive domain in the northwest. 

When Ohio was admitted into the Union, her population was 
small, the personal property of her citizens inconstderable,. and 
land had to bear the chief burden of taxation for the support of 
the new. Government, and the effect of the exemption of the . 
lands ofnew settlers for five years, and to exact the whole reve- 
nue from those who resided there before June, 1802, was ube- 
qual, unjust, and severe inthe extreme; but Ohioacceded to the 
terms offered, in consideration of the grant of school landa, and 
the advantages of a good road to be made to and through the 
State by Congress, to which her funds were inadequate.. It was 
understood, on both sides, thatthe road would be made, and cer- 
tainly Ohio considered it an assurance en the part of this Go- 
vernment that the work would be accomplished out of the pro: 
ceeds of the public lande: The fund was fixed on by Congress 
according to their estimate of the probable cost of the-road; and 
if Congress was mistaken, and the road isnot made, the leading .. 
consideration for the concessions on the partof Ohio has failed. 
An error in thé estimare of this Government ought not to work 
an injury to Ohio, and defeat one of the main objects.of the 
compact. Sha: i i 

In 1816 Indiana was admitted into the Union, and: with her 
the United. States made, in substance, the same. Compact ex- 
cept that the fund reserved out of the proceeds of the public 
lands was to be applied toa road or roads leading to that State, 
and not through it, as in the case of Ohio. ` A ‘ 

In the year 1818 Ilinois was admitted into the Union, with - 
a like compact, the land fund to be applied, as in the case of 
Indiana, to a read or roads to that State, and. not through the 

tate. a : i : 

Inthe year 1820, March Sth, Congress passed a law authoriz- 
ing the admission of Missouri into the. Union, with a like pro- 
vision for roads or a road leading to that State, and not through 
it. Before this period a- large amount of this fund. had been - 
expended in making the ‘road from the. Potomac: to the Obio 
river, and -into the State of Ohio... After provision had thus 

“made fór a road through Ohio to Indiana, to Illinois, and to the 
State of Missouri, which is divided from Hlinois by the Miesies- 


ng 


_ April, 1838. 
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sippi river, Congress, according to’ their constriction of the 
acts passed, considering that the whole fund arising from the 
proceeds of public lands in those States were applicable to the 
construction of a read from Wheeling to the Mississippi river, 
on the 15th day of May, 1820, passed a law authorizing the Pre- 
dent tò have a road laid out from Wheeling to a point om the 
Mississippiriver between St. Louis and. the mouth ofthe Mi- 
nois river. In the preamble ofthis last act it is expressly de- 
clared that, the contionatiun of the Cumberland road through the 
States. of Ohio, Indiana, and lUinois will make the lands of the 
United States more valuable. $ Peg T 

On the secondday of March, 1829, Congress passed two acts 
for the contifuation ef the Cumberland road westwardly of 
Zanesville, in the State of Ohio, and appropriated $100,000 for 
Ohio, and $50,000 for the road in Indiana, according to the Joca- 
tion which had been made, out, ofany money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, which sums these acts provided 

_ are tọ be- replaced out of the funds reserved for roads by the 
several acts before referred to passed for the admission of 
Ohio, Indiana, HHinois, and Missouri into the Union.. A simi- 
lar appropriation was afterwards made for contmuing the. 
road in the State of Illinois, and numerous: appropria- 
tions chave been made from time to time for more than 
thirty. years for this road, without regaré to the amount re- 
received out. of the proceeds of public lands sold in the four 
States.of-Onio, Indiana, Illinois, dad Missouri. Congress has 
justly deemed the fund reserved in the compact with each State 
an entire thing, and applicable to the construction of the read 
from Wheeling to the Mississippi river, and have acted in ac- 
cordance with that view. ‘This Government, to hasten the sale 
and add to the value of their publiclands, have, by their action, 
assured the people of the United Srates that they have not only 
provideda fund for schools, buta good road fur their use, and to 
enable them to revisit their friends and relations from whom 
they may have separated by removal to the Western States, 
New settiers were assured that astipulation had been exacted 
from the new States (hat new purchasers and settlers should be 
free for five. years from the common burden of taxation, and 
that this road would be made without waiting for the receipt of 
the fund reserved. The new States, confiding in the implied’ 
assurances of the Government, have made their local improve- 
ments to a great extenvin reference to and in accordance with 
this great national work. In addition to ail this, Congress, by 
an act approved on the 23 of March, 1831, agreed to surrender 
to the State of Ohio all jurisdiction and superintendance over 
this road within her liinits, upon the terms and conditions spe- 
cifiedinan act passed by that State on the 4th day of Vebruary, 
in the same year, by which act the State of Ohio agrecd to take 
under her cure so much of the road as was finished, and such 
other sections or parts thereof as migit thereafter be progres: 
sively completed within her limits,and to erect toll-gates on if, 
not to exceed one on any space or distance of twenty iniles, to 
charge such moderate tolls mentioned in the act, to be applied 
exclusively, afier paying expenses, to the preservation, repair, 
and improvement of the road. AN carts and: wagons with broad 
wheels, exceeding six inches in breadth, to pass the gates free 
of toll. No tell tobe collected from any person passing to or 
from public worship or musters, or to or from his common bu- 
siness on his farm-or wood land, or io or from a funeral or mill, 
or to or from his common place of trading or marketing within 
his county, including his wagons, carriages, and horses, or oxen 
drawing the same. “No toll to be collected for the passage of 
any stage or coach conveying the United States mail, or horses 
bearing the same, or any wagon or carriage laden with the pro- 
perty of the United States, or any cavalry or other troops, arms, 
or military stores belonging to the same, or to any of the States 
comprising this Union, or any person or persons on duty in the 
military service of the United States, or of the militia of any of 
the States. . 

The State of Ohio, in this act, has fixed the tolls far below 
the tolls'‘on other. rvads. belonging to private companics or 
States, and for all neighborhood purposes. it is a free road as 
well as for the mails. and military purposes of the United States 
and States. The intent, substance, and object “of thts act, on 


the part of Ohio, was to take care of this road, preserve and - 


repair it, free from any charge to this Government after it. 


shall be completed. She agrees to charge no tol's more than 
necessary to pay expenses and keep it in repair, and to save to 
the National Government a large expenditure for mails and 
military purposes, all predicated on the compacts and assu- 
ranées Ihave advented to, and the well founded and authorized 
expectation that this Government would complete the road. 
After this law is. passed by Ohio, Congress take it into conside- 
ration, and give a solemn assent to it. Now, [said Mr. Porg,] 
I appeal to every candid man to answer whether, according to 
the true intent and spirit-of this arrangement between Ohio 
and this Government, it does not clearly appear that the United 
States are to complete the road, and Ohio to preserve and keep 
it in repair on the terms specified in her law; and would itcom- 
port. with the honer, jusiice, or character of this high and 
magnanimous nation to retreat from her engagement, on the 
round that she has not literally covenanted to complete the 
road? lt was never expected, nor was it in the. contemplation 
of the parties, that the States were to make the road, but both 
arnes clearly understood that the road was to be made by the 
Jnited States. ‘The S:ates have faithfully fulfilled the terms of 
their contracts; they have paid, and’are paying, five years’ tax 
onthe lands sold by this Government, which wou!d otherwise 
have gone into the State Treasuries. AU the public lands be- 
longed to the nation; and if they have not reserved enough to 
make the road, it was a mistake. of Congress, and not of the 
new Siates, and can furnish no legitimate ground for defeating 
the object and essence of the compact. We shouid bear in 
mind, {said Mr. Fors.] that, independent of the benefitsderived 
by this Government from the speedy sale of their lands at an 
enhanced price, they will receive, after the road shall be 
finished, a perpetual anouity of from £0,000 to 100,000 dollars 
a year in the exemption of their mails and military action, from 
tolls or hindrance, to which the national purse would have been 
subjected if this road had been made by the new States or pri- 
yate companies, Arrangements have -been made: by this Go- 
vernment with Maryland, Peansyivania, aud Virginia, for keep- 
ing this road in repair between the Potomac and the Ohio, simi- 
lar to that made with Ohio; and there is an: appropriation of 
nine thousand dollars in this bill for completing the road in 
Pennsylvania, pursnant to the terms agreed on. There is now 
paid by.the United States for ‘carrying the mails on artificial 
roads, to companies and States, probably several millions of 
dollars; for, although first paid by contractors, it 1s indirectly 

drawn. from the pockéts of the people. : ; 
I have understood (said Mr, Pops) that the mail contractors 
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oñ the road from Maysville to Lexington, Kentucky, (sixty-five: 


miles,) pay from five to eight thousand dollars’a year. If 
a daily mail should be run from Louisville to Springfield, 
in Kentucky, a distance ~of- forty-six’ miles, the road tolis 
would amount to near three thousand dollars a year. Ihave 


- no data (said Mr. Pors)to enable me to make- a precise esti-. 


mate of the costof carrying the mails from this to-St. Louis, 
a distance of. frem eight hundred‘to one thousand miles. -Phe 


` rapid increase’ of letters and packages to be transmitted by 


mail, with the amount necessary to be deposited.on the road for 
distribution towards the Ohio river and to the Jakes. from this 
Cumberland road, will probably soon require several coaches; 
and, if run daily from this city.to St. Louis, would cost this na- 
tion, if not run free, according to the compact with Ohio,-from 


fifty to one hundred thousand dollars a: year, exclusive of the, 


expense of the military action of this Government, and this ex- 
pense would bea perpetual annual tax on the nation. . We 
certainly ought to have some good national roads from the seat 
of Government to our Western and other borders: of our terri- 
tories, passable at allseasonsof the year. Our Western and 
Southwestern tivers are often obstructed by ice, and occasion- 
ally too low tobe ascended to Wheeling or Piusburgh, when, 
bya circuitous route, the people west of the mountains may 
reachhere by this road. If we have not been able to obtain a 
good road to Kentucky and the Southwest, let us not, on that 
account, arrest this work, which will be, in some degree, ad- 
vantageuus to the whole West... This road completed, its bene- 
fits will be so obvious that Congress may be induced to make 
others more convenient to us and other portions of the Union, 
whenever the condition of our finances will authorize such ex- 
penditures. We ought, without engaging in an extensive sys- 
tem of internal improvements, to bave several roads of Jike 
national character from this place to the extremes of the Union, 

Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. Pops,) it may not be amiss to retro-. 
spect the period and then slate of public opinion when this 
work was.commenced. in 1802: the first compact. was made 
with Ohio about this read, but pothing was done until 1806, 
when Congress appropriated $30,000 to lay out and make this 
road from the Potomac to the Ohio river; and, in 1810, $60,000 
was appropriated to commence the work, out of any money in 
the Treasury, but chargeabvie on the two per cent, fund, and to 
be reimbursed when received’ from that fund. Nothing had 
been done from 1802 to 1806, and the two per cent. fund then re- 
ceived was very inadeqnate to this great work, and the Adri- 
nistration, with Mr. Jeflerson at its head, were prompted by 
higd political considerations to begin the road, and to complete 
it, without regard to the amount received or the amount which 
might be received. ‘The price of public land waa then two 
dollars per acre, and the estimated expense ofthe road was far 
below the actual co: The Administration determined. to an- 
ticipate the fund which they thus supposed would, in time, 1€- 
imburse the expenditure. It is worthy of remark, that this 
fund has been since reduced more than one-third by reducing 
the price of public land ta one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre, without the consent of the States interested, of which cer- 
tainly I do not-compiain -Et js, however, fair to urge that, if 
Congress has lessened the fund reserved for the road, this Go- 
yernment is bound, in justice and good faith, to supply the de- 

ciency. 2 Ea ` : k 

‘About that period, or shortly before, we had made a large 
addition to the United States by the purchase of Louisiana, 
which was opposed on constitutional ground, and because it 
would destroy the relative influence of other sections of the 
Union in the Confederation, and because it would, from its 
great extent, endanger the permanency. of the Union. Mr. 
Jefferson had constitutional objections, but believed that the 
purchase of. this great outlet of the West to the occan was ne- 
cessary to the preservation of the Union. He believed also, as 
did most of the enlightened statesmen of Virginia at that period, 
that it was all-important to cut down the mouutains, and open 
an easy and conyenient intercourse with the Western country, 
as indispensable to our lasing union, They were also desirous, 
by a generous and magnanimous policy, to biud the Western 
States more closely io the Oid Dominion. Í must be permitted 
here to remark, Mr. Speaker, that however we may have been 
amazed by the technical metaphysical doctrines of Virginia 
about the constitutional powers of this Government, her tead- 
ing statesmen were never at a loss for anthorily to do what was 
necessary to accomplish any great object. About the same pe- 
riod, that prefound statesman, De Witt Clinton, conceived the 
gigantic scheme of uniting the waters ofthe Atlantic with Lake 
Erie, and thereby connecting the Northwestern States border- 
ing on the lakes: with New York, by commercial, social, and 
political ties. The rival views of the great statesmen of New 
York and Vnginia in all probability hastened the commence- 
ment and stiniulated the prosecution of the Cumberland road. 
Jt was commenced under the Adminisiration.of Mr. Jefferson, 
and carried on through those of Mr. Madigon and Mr. Monroe, 
without any regard to the amount received of the fund reserved, 
And here I must observe that I have never been able to dis- 
cover thot this Government bad any more power to make a 
road from Cumberland to Wheeling than to make a na- 
tional road in any other direction, A road through the pub 
lic Jands may be maintained on a-different ground. F wisi, in- 
deed, that the Virginia statesmen could bave found power to 
make a greatn ational road to the Southwest, by Christians- 
burg, Wythe Court-house, Abingdon, and Beans Staten, 
thence to the sonth part of Kentucky, Nashville, Mem- 
phis, and Little Rock, and from Bean’s Station to Knoxville, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.- Another by Riciimiond, 
Raleigh, if North Carotina, the seats of Government in South 
Carolina and Georgia, to the seat of Government in Florida. 
The condition of the Treasury, besides other considerations, 
renders it inappropriate to dwell on this subject now: but ft think 
I could suggest a plan for making such roads, which would be 
free from any constitutional objection, even in the mind of my 
friend from Virginia, of the Richmond district, (Mr. RoBgRT- 
son.) We now pay annually a large amount for carrying the 
mail onattifieial roada; and if it is constitutional to pay annual- 
ly, can it be unconstitutional to pay a sum in gross for the prove 
Tege of the mail, and for military purposes in perpetunty? Could 
we not say to. Virginia, and the States south of her, that, if they 
will make a road suited to national purposes, preserve and keep 
it in repair, and make it free forever to the mail aad military 
purposes of the Union, this Government wiii pay so much a 
mile for making the read, would there be any thing unconstitu- 
tional in such an arrangement? I should think there could be 
none with the most strict constructionist. IT have crossed the 
Alleghany mountains in several places, and it has ever appear- 
ed to me that much the vest ronte is from here through Mont- 
gomery and Wythe counties to Abingdon and Bean’s station, 
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near the foot of Clinch mountain; there it should: branch, on? 
: passing by Knoxvilleto Alabama-and: Mississippi; the other 1°. 
- Kentucky,. Nashville, Memphis, and Little Ro: 
- to. be mail and military. yoads-in that directi 


There ought 
TheStates in 


swer: Very well for many ‘purposes; vand railroads are: tsefil 
for short distances, and between -cities ‘not very” distant fi 
each other; where there is great and constant-commercial intérs:: - 


` cOurse; but they. arè not suited tò the agricultural people of the’ 


interior as well as Macadamized roads, on which- every person 
can travel on foot, on his pony, in- cart, wagon, dearborn or car- 
riage,-as fastor as slow. as suits his inclination or, convenience. 
Tiike a'road on which every one can carry:his own productions: 
to market. [take little pleagure in being. whizzed through: the 
country with thespeed of a humming. bird without time even 
to geta drink of water on the way. . Indeed, [think our public 
men would do better and learn more of the good: sanse and'pub-. 
ilç opinion of the people, if they would: travel a little more 


through the interior in less haste, and hold converse with; the 


plain, industrious, and farming. classes of the nation, who are 
at Jast the saltofthe earth andthe substratum ofour Republi- 
can system If T understand the motion of my colleagué, [Mr 


Unper woon, ] it is to recommit the bill; and cede’ the road to 


the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Minois. These States would 


` not thank us for the cession: Indiana. and HWinois ‘certainty 


would not, as there is little, if any, part of the done in either of 
those States; Ohio might be wililng to. accept. a cession, pro- 
vided we would repeal the act of 1831, by which she agreed to-.” 


< make the tolls low and the road free ta the United Srates, IC 


that Jaw is. repealed, and the cession made unconditionally, 
Ohio. might consent, because she cowd then. impose a high toll 
onthe United States maikanil every citizen of the United States, 
and derive a considerable . revenue’ from the ‘tolls on. the road 
finished in that State. It would seem to be moré‘open:and fair 
for my colleague to withdraw his motion, and: meet thé-ques- 
tion directly by voting against the bill. Thirty thousand ĝol- 
lars was, I repeat, appropriated in 1806, and #60,000 in 1810; 
for this road, to be reimbursed out: of the 2 per cent. fund re- 
served and the work has heen progressing ever since. under the 
authority ofthisGovernment. The people have been led ta be- 
lieve, from the repeated and long coninued action. of this Go- 
vernment, that the road would he completed; but, if itis not. 
to be done I hope the question will be openly and fairly mét., 
Let us goon with the road or abandon it, tot 7 

Some allusion, Mr. Speaker, has been made, by the gentleman © 
from South Carolina (Mr. CAMPBELL] (o the squatters, or set., 
ters claiming preemption rights on the Western lands—cer- 
tainly, outof place here. When the proper occasion.occurs, T 
will endeavor to vindicate that ciass of setders on the public 
domain from injustice, and to place their claims to the liberality 
of Congress fairly hefore the House. Thave been acquainted 
with that class of men from my earliestyouth, and feel a strong 
sympathy for them. Lcannot, continued Mr. Porn, admit the 
propriety of introducing the tariff into this debate by the same 
gentleman ‘from South Carolina. That subject has been so- 
Jemnly settled by the compromis? act until the year 1842, and 
I feel ‘no inclination to disturb it. Iwill give no pledge here ` 
what I will do-thén, ifhonored with a seat inthis House, except 
that I will support nosystem of policy to aggrandize. ape por. 
tion of the community at the expense of the vital interests of, 
others. It seems to'be premature to anticipate what will or: 
ought to be done after the. expiration of the compromise act. 
Mr. Porrsaid he did not know that South Carolina was more 
interested in the tariffquestion than many other States. - He he- 
lieved that Kentucky, Tennessee, and other Western States con- 
sumed as much, ifnot more foreign articles subject to duty than 
South Carolina. ee $ . 

Tn conclusion, Mr. Pops beseeched gentlemen not to recom- 
mit the bill, but to meet the questions on the engrossment and 
passage of the bill by an open and direct vote, 
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REMARKS OF MR. CLOWNEY,: 


Or Sourn CAROLINA, 

In. the House of Representatives, Friday, April 20, 1838.— 
Phe House having again resumed the consideration of the 
“biii makiag appropriations for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland road threngh Indiana, and Nhnois;” the ques- 
tion pending being the motion of Mr. UNpERWOop, of Ken- 
treky, to recommiit the biil to the Committee ot Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report, in Hen thereof, a bill fo 

ide for the sutrences of said road to the States through 

which it yy : 
Mr. CLOWNEY, who was entitled ta the floor, from ha 
moved the adjonenment the evening before, arose, andaddre: 
the House ag follow: : 
The anxiety to dispose of the hill upon your. table, as mani- 
ed zy the vote just given in favor of a suspension of the 
rules, would be sufficient to command my silence, were it not 
for the impoutance of the principle F conceive to be involved in 
the question now hefore the House When F reflect upon the 

indirect interest. of a considerable portion of the people af Ken- , 

tueky id the Cumberland read, and the sympathy whieh the’ 

Representatives from.that State must natnrally feel for such of 

their- Western brethren as are immediately and directly inte- 

rested, Tam induced to adinire the independence and patriotism 
of the honorable mover of the resolution now -under censidera- 
tion, and of those of his colleagues: who have sustaived him; 
while, at thesame time, lam encouraged to hope'that the day 
has dawned, if not folly arrived, when the system of internat 
improvements by this Government is doomed ta undergo a 
radical change for the beter, or be entirely abandoned, 1 fully 
agree with the honorabie gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. UN- 
pDERWOOD,} that the present system of internal improvements, 
if it can be properly called a system, is unequal and unjust in 
the distribution of its benefits, extravagant in its appropriations, 
wasteful in its expenditures, corrupting in its infiuence, and 
tending ta a dangerous ir > of Executive patronage. And, 
in addition to this, i believe ji to he unauthorized by mie fderal 
compact. I must, therefore, frankly conless that Dam in favoy 


ing 
sed 
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of ihe enire abandonment, not only of the present system, but 
of the very policy itself, from an honest conviction that neither 
the present aystem can be modified, nor any new one devised, 
that will remedy the evils of which we complain, and he, at the 


it pas 
te 
economy, retrenchment of expenditure, and reform, as well as 
every honest advocate of the Republiean doctrines of strict con- 
shruction, s? essential to the rights of the States, have now one 
of the best opportunities that can be afforded, and are called up- 
on hy the most. powerful appeais of an exhausted Treasury, to 
prove, by their votes, to this nation, aad to the world, the sin- 
cerity of than professions, 

The resolution of the gemleman from Kentucky has been 
warmly opposed by one of his coMeagues, (Mr. Popg,] and also 
by the gentleman from taliana, [Mr Ewing} m the com- 

his debate, upon the ground that. this Govern- 
à to the appropriations asked for in the bill, 
hy virtue ofa solemn compact with the Western States, enter- 
eit moas one of the conditions of their admission. into the 
Union, . Omer gentlemen, who believe this Government has 
ntroody falfilled is engagements with the States of the West, 
alarly Ohio, Indiana, and Hiinois, according to the strict 
erm of the compact, nevertheless contend for the continuance 
of apprapriaiions for the extension of this road through other 
of the Western States, and for its repairs through all time to 
come, upon the gronnd of the implied faith of the Government 
to the purchasers of the public lands. Besides these two, there 
is still ano:her class of gentlemen, who, unwilling to rest their 
claims to the appropriations in this bill upon the plighted faith 
of the Government, eiteer express or implied, advocate them 
upon the much broader ground of expediency—such as the 
wise policy of this Government, as lord of the public domain, 
to enhance the value of its lands hy works of improvement, and 
he still higher and more noble consideration of witing the 
Weaiern and Atlantic States into one great family of interest 
, by levelling the mountain barriers that divide them. 
such, sit, has been the character of the arguments of all those 
who have opposed the resolution of the member from Ken- 
tacky, with the exception of one or two gentlemen that have 
addressed the House, and who seem disposed to. vote for this 
bill, without the least regard to principle or the condition of 
the Treasury, but merely because such has been the usage of 
the Government. 

J will not undertake to reply to all the various arguments 
which have heen urged in favor of this bill, lestin the attempt 
I should injure the side of the question Ihave espoused, by re- 
yeating, in a manner less clear and forcible, much that has al- 
ready been said by those who have preceded me. Ishall, there: 
fore, content myself with directing the attention of the House 
with more particularity to what has scarcely yet been noticed, 


10 wit: the agreement between this Government and the. West: ` 


ern States, upon which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Ewie] relies with so mach confidence, and which may be 
justly regarded as the source ofall the schemes of internal im- 
provement by this Government. Bur before we proceed to no- 
tice the terms of this agreement, it wil be proper, in the first 
place; to briefly examine the authority under which we, the Re- 
presentatives of the people, act, and the extent of our powers. 
It will, f presume, be readily admitted that we are here in the 
character of servants, and acting unter the authority ofa writ- 
ten compact concluded between the States, as separate, inde- 
pendent sovereignties, and which we, as the servants of those 
sovereigns, dare not transcend. The object of the peo- 
ple of the States, our respective masters, in forming this al- 


lance or compact, is expressly declared to be for their common ° 


defeace and general welfare. To effect this object, each State 


conceded certain powers which were deemed necessary to con-. 


stitute a General Goverament, which powers are few and well 
defined in the compact, reserving to themselves, at the same 
time, all other powers, to be treely exercised by each in the sole 
management of its own peculiar local interests. Hence each 
of the State Governments, and the Federal Government, may 
he justly regarded, as Jeferson happily expresses it, “the co- 
ordinate departments of one simple integral whole; the one the 
domestic, the other the foreign, branch of the same Govern. 
ment.” -in the operation of this complex system, I hold the 
States can do alithings which they have not by their joint con- 
sent paried with the right todo, while the Government of the 
States united can do nothing which itis not expressly autho- 
rized by the bond of union between the States to do. Itis by 
these principles of coustitutional law I propose to test the sti- 
pulations ofthe compact with the Western States. 

We wil! now proceed to sotice the provisions of that compact. 
By an act of Congress in 1802, authorizing Ohio to form a 
Slate Constitution, and enter the Union on an equal footing with 
142 original Sates, the following prepositions were submitted to 
the people of Ohio for their acceptance or rejection; which, if 
accepted, were to be obligatory upon the United States: 1st. To 
grant to the inhabitants ofeach township, for the use of schools, 
every 16th section of each township; the section containing 640 
acres of land, and being the one-thirty-sixth part of all public 
lands within the limits of the State, including the reservations 
hy Virginia andthe United States for military bounties, and 
also the “Connecticut reserve,” as well as the lands belonging 
to the Iadians, whenever their title to the same should ‘be ex- 
tinguished-by the purchase of the Government. 2d. To grant 
ta the State, for the ase of the people thereof, all the salt springs 
within the State; together with a section of land including the 
same; the springs to be subject to the control of the Legislature 
of the State, vith á prohibition to sell or lease the same for a 
Jonger period than ten years. 3d. To reserve and apply five 
per cent, (which is equal td-one-twentieth part) ofthe nett pro- 
ceeds of the public lands ‘lying. within the State, and sold by 
Congress, to the laying out and making public. roads leading 
{rom the navigable waters of the Atlantic to the State of Ohio; 
such roads to be laid out under the authority of Congress, with 
the egnsent of the several States through which the Toads shall 
pass, ‘This last proposition was subsequently. modified, and 
fendered more beneficial to Ohio, by an act of Congress, in 1803, 


directing the Seeretary ofthe Treasury to pay over to the State - 


three, per ceut. of the five per cent, fund. to be expended under 
sbe authority of the State in making roads in the State, Con- 


ae 


gress still reserving two per cent. of that fund, to be applied, 
under its authority, 1 laying out and- making roads leading to. 
the State.. Such were the propositions supmiued by Congress 
to the people of Ohio for their acceptance, and since then to all 
the other States of the West that have been admitted into the 
Union; which propositions have been accepted by the people 
of those States on the conditions proposed; by virtue of which it, 
is now contended that Congress is still bound to make appro- 
priations for the Cumberland road, 

It is manifest that these stipulations; on the part of Con- 
gress, operate exclusively for the benefit. of the new Siates of 
the West, unlessthe States enjoying these advantages have, in 
lieu thereof, rendered to this Government some equivalent in 
which all the other States have participated, I contend that, 
without an equivalent, the value of these benefits, besides ather 
large donations of lands, amounting in all to miJlions of dollars 
to each of the new States, may be properly regarded. (he very 
same as so muci money drawn directly from the Treasury of 
the United States, and bestowed as a mere gratuity upon a few 
favored States. ‘The public lands and the money in the Trea- 
sury raised by taxation, are alike the funds of the Government, 
in which ali the States are equally interested, and are subject 
to the same constitutional restrictions in disbursements. ‘This 
is apparent from the very nature of the transaction, with regard 
to all the lands belenging to the United States that have been 
acquired by purchase, and paid for out of the common fund of 
the States. And it is also no less apparent, from the language 
employed in the several deeds of transfers, with regard to all 
the lands that have been acquired by cession from the original 
States. ‘In the one or the other of these two ways, the United 
States have acquired all the right they possess to the public 
domain. f 
sion were conveyed in trust for the common benefit and sup- 
port of all the States of the Union, and so received by the ex- 
press s'ipulations of Congress, we need only refer to the deeds 

“themselves. Jn the deed of cession from Virginia of all the 

lands within her chartered limite lying northwest of the river 
Ohio, and now embraced in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Winois, 
and Michigan, the following strong and unequivocal langnage 
is used, declarative of her intentions: 

“Phat all the lands within the territory so ceded to the Uni- 
ted States, and not reserved for or appropriated to any of the 
before mentioned purposes, (reservation of bounty lands, etc.) 
shail be considered as a common fund forthe use and benefit 
of such of the Unirep STATES as have become, or shall become, 


As a proof of the fact that the lands acquired hy cess, 


members of the Confederation, or Federal alliance of the said ~ 


States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual respective 
proportions in the general charge of expenditure, and shall be 
faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and. for 
ng other use or purpose whatsoever.” i 

K is true this deed was executed in the year 1784, and has 
reference in its provisions to the then state of things, when Con- 
gress, under the old articles of confederation, not pussessing the 


power to raise revenue by taxation, each State fiad to contri 


bate its quota to defray the expenses of the Confederation. |. But 
notwithstanding this Government has'since then undergwne, in, 
many respects, a material change, yet the claims of the States, 
by virtue ofthe deed of cession, upon these lands as a common 
fund, and the obligation of Congress faithfully to execute its 
trust, remain the same, ifthey are not considerably strengthened 
bya fresh recognition of their existence and validity in our pre- 
sent Constitution. The only mention made of the public lands 
in the Constitution, wheace we derive our present powers. is 
to be found in the 34 section of the 4th article, which provides 
in these words: 

“The Congress shall have pewer to dispose of, and make alt 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other 
property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 
Constitution shail be so construed as to prejudice any claims of 
the Unirep Srares, or of any particular State,” 

That the rights of the States and the power of Congress, with 

. regard to the public lands acquired by cession, are the same 
now as under the old articles of confederation, may be turther 
illustrated by the conditions of the agreement hetween the 
United States and the State of Georgia; by which the United 
States acquired their qualified right to the lands now included 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi. In this agreement, 
bearing date in the year 1802, and ratified by an act of Congress, 
under the present Constitution, Georgia -expressly declares, 
“that all the lands ceded by this agreement to the United States, 
Georgia included. shali be considered as a common fund, for 
the use and benefit of the United States, and shall be faithfully 
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose 
whatever. Such is the tenure by which this Government 
holds all that portion of the public domain which has been ac- 
quired by separate deeds of cession from the several States of 
Virginia, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolifia, New York, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut. * 

With these facts, as solemn matters of record, staring us in 
the face, can it be contended that the compact of this Govern 
ment with the individual States of the West.is not in direct 
yiolation of the plighted faith of the Goverrment to the origi- 
nal States of the Union? Can that fond, with any degree of 
propriety, be any Jonger called common, which, either: by the 
legislation or contract of this Government, has been rendered, 
in the strictest sense of the word, special? It can be shown 
that the single State of Ohio has already received from this 
Government, in addition to the one-thirty-sixth part of all the 
public lands lying within her chartered limits, and the one- 
twentieth of the nett proceeds of such lands as have been sold, 
donations from time to time of these very lands designated in 
the deed of cession from Virginia as a common fund; amount- 
ing in number to 1,511,555 acres, besides millions of money by 
way of direct appropriations from the Treasury; and all Q the 
avowed local purposes of her schools and internal improve- 
ments. ` Will any one pretend to call this a faithful application 
of the “commen fund,” for the use and benefit of the: United 
States; especially when it can-be also shown that some of these 
United States, of which South Carolina is one, have never yet 
reccived from this fund, for these. or any other purposes of a 
local character, the value of one cent, either in land or money? 
What is true with regard to Ohio is true with regard to Indiana 
and Illinois, and, to some extent, all the States of the Wes: ex. 
cept Tennessee and Kentucky.: Under this state of facts, 
surely noo. e will presume to contend thatthe United States 
have shared alike of this common fund, unless some one is 
prepared to demonstrate to the House the absurd proposition 
that a partis equal to the whole. From these considerations, T 
am forced to conclude that the course ef policy pursued by this 
Government, with regard to the public lands, has been illiberal 


and unjust to the parent States; extravagant. to the new States, || the oldest members of. 


. tie whole history of colonization. 


their ofispring; and not warranted either by: the compact be 
tween the Siates, of which this Government is but the creature: 
aud agent, or by the several compacts between this Government 
and thé original States, by viruue of which the publie Inds’ 


have been acquired: . 
Tam aware thaieach of the Western States, in, ite engagi 
ments with this Government, has provided by ai ordinance, iri! 
revocable without the consent of the United States, * that cach 
and every tract of Jand sold by Congress shall ‘be’ and’ remain. < 
exempt from any tax laid by order or under ‘the authority of. 
the Sate, whether for State, county, township, or aby other’ 
purpose whatever, for the term of five years from and after th 
day of sale.” It 1s contended that. this ‘restriction. upon the 
power of the States to raise revenue by taxing the lands until’: 
the lapse of five years after their sale, operates to the injury of: 
the new States, and to the benefit of the United States +: which 
benefit is fully equal to all the advantages they derive from, the 
compact. —. E Een es 
I can conceive.of no-object which the Uni ed States. could 
have had in requiring this supulation ‘on “behalf of the new: 
frates, unless 10 induce emigration. and thereby effect a more 
speedy sale of the public lands. Whatever may haye been 
the object, that such has been, to a certain extent, the immedi-. 
ate consequence of this policy, none can doubt.’ Now, let ua’ 
inquire which have been most benefitted by this restriction, 
the new Statesor the United States. ee see 
Ttmay be considered an axiom ia politicalfeconomy, thatthe 
power and wealth of any organized community mainly: consist - 
inthe strength of its population and the aggregate wealth: of 
its citizens. The more dense the population, when labor and 
capital can be profitably employed in all the diversified pur- 
suits of civilized life, the more tormidable is that: nation in iw 
military power, and the more abundant are its resources, from 
the increased productiveness of the industry of its people: 
These are out the results, of the maxim, which the experience 
of even the rudest savage of the wilds has long since establish: 
ed, that ‘union is force;” an adage uuiversally rue with regard, 
to every effort of man, whether physical, moral or intellectual. 
Hence the corollary, that whatever encourages the progress:.ot 
population ina nation encourages thay of real wealth- and 
greatness. . hte x8 ne 
According to these views itis:manifest that the United States, ::. 
as one nation, as well as each individual, State, are all alike most: . 
deeply in:ereated in whatever policy tends to the incréase of 
their population. In this the Western States have been highly: 
favored by the action of Congress, in holding out to mankind: | 
the strongest inducements to emigrate; which have been afford- 
ed inthe’mere nominal price of the most fertile lands; the: 
rights of pre-emption, and the immense donations of lands, and 
extravagant appropriations from the Treasury for their schools 


, and internal improvements; to which may be added: this very 


stipulation of these States, in their sevéral compacts: with. this 


s Government.: Hence the rapid-growth and prosperity ofthe. 


Se 


infant States of the West, to which no paratiel.can-be fou 


Let us now, for a moment, glance at the effects of this policy, : 
20 beneficial to the West, upon the United States, considered 
as one great nation; and particularly upon that portion of the 
Union whence the tide of emigration has flowed. In this view 
of the subject, it can be easily demonstrated that the United 
States have sustained an injury much greater than the benefits . 
derived from the sales of the public lands, whilst the immediate. 
consequences to the old Atlantic States have been most disas- 
trous, eet 

First, as to the United States, I contend there has been tittle 
or no addition to their population, as one great nation, by emi- ` 
gration from abroad; while the most important change’ has: 
been produced jn the condition and rélative power of. the indi: 
vidual States, merely by -Mö removal] of the people from one.’ 
State to another. Thesuperior advantages offered in the West, 
by the partial legislation of Congress, have forced the stream:of 
emigration co flow thither, from: the original States. bordering: ' 
on the Atlantic. Thus, both the strength and resources of the 
General Government have been greatly impaired in that very 
poruon of our common country Where the dangers from foreign 
aggressions are the most threatening, and where the resources 
oi the Government are most needed, not only in the time of 
war, to repel tnvasion ; bat also in the time of peace, to aid in 
that commerce with the world jrom-which the chief support of 
Government is at all times derived; and in which all the States 
of the Union are vitally interested, AE : ‘ 

Nor isthisail. The strength and“ resources.of the United 
States have not only been-impaired. in the Atlantic States, by a 
mere removal of their people to the West,.but also. by their 


_ dispersion over ah-almost boundicss extent of territory; and 


the withdrawal of a vast amount of eapital from the active 
business of life, peculiar to a dense population, and the invest: 
ment of that capital in the purchase of lands, merely with a 
view to-future speculation, which, for the want of ineany. to 
cultivate, must remain for ages unimproved and unproductive 
tothe country. : i 
While the general interest of the United States has been hus 
injured, the evil effects upon some of the. parent States of the 
Union have been almost incalculable. This kas been the ne- 
ceasary consequence of that. rule. of ldss and gain by which 
this Government, as the joint agent of a concern in which all. 


. the States, as parties, are ake interested, has decreed that one 


set of .the copartners shall enjoy-all the profits, while another 
set, equally if not more meritorious and deserving, are doomed 
to sustain the entire loss, For a proof of this fact, look at. 
South Carolina thirty-eight years ago, while most of the yaet- 
regions of the West, now thriving States, were. unmarked by: 
the footsteps of civilized man ; and compare her condition hen 
with her condition in 1830, when her last censtis was taken. 
You will find, from this comparison, that, during-the whole 
period of thirty years, there has been but.a small inérease of 
her population, while the exports of her productive industry 


in 1830 were less than they were in 1801 by eight millions of 


dollars. Look at her now, with her hauses deserted and falling 
todecay ; her once fruitful-fields worn out and abandoned for 
the want of timely improvement or skilful cultivation ; and her 
thousands of acres of unexhausted -lands,: still promising a 
bountiful harvest to the iadustrious: husbandman, lying idle 
and neglected. Sir, in the interior of the State where Iwas 
born, and where I now live, although. a country possessing all, 
the advantages of soil, climate, and health, and:-abounding in. 
arable lands unreclaimed from the first rude. state of nature; 
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tlement as a colony. more than a century and a half ago; while 
other States, only born as it were but yesterday, already sur- 
pass what. South Carolina was, or ever has been, in the happiest 
and proudest days of her prosperity. To what cause can these 
astonishing results be attributed, other than to the unjust and 
unwise legislation of Congress, by which the sectional interest 
of one portion of our commen country has been fostered at the. 
expense of another? I consider the privilege enjoyed by the 
purchasers of the public lands, in béing exempted troma land 
tax for five years after the purchase, to be one of.these causes. 
To this may be added the liberal stipulations, on the part of 
Zongress, in its agreement with the new States, on their admis- 
sion inio the Union, besides many acts of partial legislation not 
embraced in that agreement} stich as a reduction In the mini- 
mum price of the-public lands, and the large donations of laitds 
and appropriations of. money, from time to time, for, their 
seminaries of learning and objects of internal improvements, 
It is evidently to such causes, operating as the most powerful 
inducements to emigration from the old States to the new, that 
the rapid decline of the one, and the unrivalled prosperity of. 
the other, are wholly to be ascribed. : 

If tam correct in the views I have taken of this subject, the 
conclusion follows irresistibly that this. Government has not 
only exceeded its powers, in its bargain with the severai States 
of the West, but that the effect of is general policy, with re- 
gard to-the public lands, has proved in the highest degree pre- 
judicial to the common welfare of the United States, and also 
to the special interest of the. old States; and, from considerations 
of expediency, if from. no other, ought to be immediately 
changed, so as to be more in accordance with the sound princi- 
ples of common honesty and equal justice. ° 

But admitting the fact, that this Government-had the power 
to make the bargain it did with the Western States, and that 
each of the parties was solemnly bound toj fuifil its engage-. 
ments, whatever might be the consequences; stil 1 contend that 
no further appropriations for the Cumberland road can be de- 
ynanded upon the faith of that compact. The only ground 
upon which this demand could be predicated is the stipulation 
of Congress to apply the two per cent. fund named inthe com- 
pact to the purposes of laying out and making roads leading to 
the Western States. This is the full extent of the undertaking 
on the part of Congress with regard to roads, the obligations to 
perform which have long since been discharged, and again and 
again, re-discharged, especially so far as Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, are concerned, ` $ x 

We have'been told by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
UnpeErwoop,! who has taken the pains to make the calculation, 
that the Cumberland road has already cost the Government 
over $7,000,000. ‘The first one hundred and thirty-two miles of 
this road, before its cession to the States through which it 
passes, had cost the Government, according to a statement of 
the present civil engineer, $2,903,034, which is more than 
£21,000 per mile. I am not informed of the aggregate nett 
amount arising from the sales of the public lands lying in the 
three States named in the bill; but in the Congressional Debates 
of the 23d Congress, under the head of Cumberland Road, I 
find it stated by a ‘gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. McKinley,) 
then a member of the House, what to this day stands uncontra- 
dicted, that the whole amount of the two per cent. fund arising 
from lands sold within the limits. of Obio was only $371,251. 
Tf this be true with regard to Ohio, it is reasonable to conclude 
that the whole ameunt of the two per cent. fund in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinais, can never exceed $2,000,000; yet this 
is the only fund to which the Government can look fora reim- 
bursement of the $450,000 now asked for in the bill, as well as 
the $7,000,000 already expended. 

Mr. Speaker, I feel too much exhausted, owing to the feeble 
state of my health, to say what I had intended, and must, there- 
fore, draw my argument to a close. 

I am free to confess that I. cherish a pariicnlar hostility to 
the Cumberland road. Ilook upon it as the ilegitimate off- 
spring of a Republican Administration, whose conception is to 
be traced to the illicit connection of this Government with the 
young and beautiful State of Ohio on the 30th day of April, 
1802, when she was receiveil into the Union; while its birth is 
to be found recordedin the fourth book of the Laws; on the 29th 
March, 1806, when the first act of Congress was passed, appro- 
priating £30,000 “to the laying out and making a road from 
Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the State of Okio.” 
Although this road, for many years after its commencement, 
was the only important work of improvement undertaken by 
this Government, and all the appropriations for it were made 
out of the tivo per cent, fund named in the agreement with Ohio, 
yet, in the process of time, it generated a spirit for other im. 
provements, which eventually became too strong to be contined 
within the narrow limi-s of a compact. 

jn 1820 this spirit received a fresh and powerful impulse 
from the idea, then agitated, of a protective tarif. The advo- 
cates of high duties, with the.view to foster‘the manufacturing 
interest at the North, well knew that the suv and duration 
of their policy mainly depended upon the expenditures of the 
Government being increased, equal, at Jeast, to the increase of 
the revenue. Although the pubiic debt might answer asa sufi- 
cient pretext for the commencement of the scheme of exorbitant 
and oppressive taxation, yet they felt well assured that, under 
its operation, the public debt woul: soon be extinguished, and 
their policy necessarily fail, unless some new drain, other than 
the ordinary expenses of the Goverament, could be opened 
from the Treasury, and conducted into channels that would 
feed and sustain that particular interest. This very spirit for 
internal improvements, which had long since been engendered 
and fostered in the West by the Cumberland road, socn relieved 

the friends of a protective tariff from all fearful apprehensions 
ofan overflowing Treasury, by the important discovery, in the 
Constitution, of an ample outlet for all the funds of the Govern- 
ment, in the unrestrained exercise of its power over the subject 
of local improvements in the States. The Republicans of that 
day, who expected to profit by the scheme of high taxes and 
heavy expenditures, could easily and clearly discover in the 
special grants of power in the Constitution, “to declare war, to 
establish post offices and post roads, and to regulate commerce,” 
the incidental powers to do every thing that a State could do 
in the line of internal improvements; such.as making raads, 
railways, and canals, and improving the navigation of creeks 
and rivers. Nor did these new-licht Repubjicans stand alone. 
They were instantly hailed as brothers by the old F.deratists 
of °98, who were ready to co-operate with them in their new 
scheme of policy, on the higher and broader ground ef an 
ezpriss grant of power “to provide for the common defence 
and general welfare’? Thus was a powerful party formed, 
based. upon ‘fhe - principles of plunder and a division of the 


. Presidency. 


‘spoils. This unholy alliance: of ; 


“AMERICAN.” One of the impertant features-of this system 
wasan act of Congress, passed in 1824, authorizing the Presi- 
dentto appoint a corps of-civil engineers, to bé exclusively sm- 
ployed in making surveys, plans, and estimates, of the routes of 


-such roads and canals as may be deemed. of national im- 


portance, ina commercial-and military point of view, or neces- 
sary for the transportation of the mail, and report the same to 


Congress. To give stability to this system, this corps of civil j 


engineers was incorporated by the act of its creation into the 
very frame of our Government, by its attachment to the War 
Department; with an appropriation of $30,000 to defray its 
expenses. we 3 > 
How this system worked, and to what extent it was carried 
during the four years of Mr. Adams’s administration, is too 1e- 
cent and well known to be forgotten. With an increase of the 
tariff, there.wasa corresponding increase of expenditures upon 
works of internal improvements, until, it 1828, they both reach- 
ed a point of extravagance and oppression that could no Jonger 


be endured by that portion of the country that paid an equal ' 


share of the taxes, and received nothing in return, either in the 
shape of a bounty or by the way of disbursements. 

To reform these crying abuses, and bring back the Govern- 
ment to the only safe and geod old Republican stancard of strict 
construction and economy, General Jackson was elected to the 
At the time of his election, the rage for internal 
improvements had run so higb, under the auspices of the civil 
‘engineer corps and the general welfare doctrine of Mr. Adams, 
that there were then bills reported by the Committees on In- 
ternal Improvements, in both Houses of Congress, containing 
appropriations, exciusive of what related to the Cumberland 
road, harbors, and light-houses, to the enormous amount of 
$106,000,000. Independent of this, there were other objects of 
improvements still under the consideration of the commitces, 
andin petitions and memorials that hal not been referred, to 
have completed which would have cost the Government, at the 
lowest calculation; another $100,000,000. ‘Fo these two sums 
are, atthe same time, to be added the estimated expenses of 
such improvements ashad already been surveyed by the corps 
of civil engineers, and reported to Congress, amounting to 
$49,000.000." [Flere Mr. C. was interrupted by the gentieman 
from Virgmia, (Mr. Mercer,) who said he felt himself bound to 
correcta‘ error into which the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na had fallen, and which he had heard betore repeated. As 
chairman-of the Committee on Internal Improvements, he 
would undertake to say that at no time have bilis for internal 
improvements been reported containing appropriations any 
thing like the amount as stated.] 

Mr. C. remarked, I do not vouch for the truth of the state- 
ment I have just made upon the high authority of President 
Jackson, in some of his official communications to Congress. 
That Ihave seen such a statement in some one of his annual or 
veto Messages, I cannot doubt, from the circumstance of my 
having made a memorandum of it at the time, which I still 
have in my possession. But whether the statement be strictly 
correct or not, itisno more than what might have been rea- 
sonably expected from the prevailing doctrines of that day, 
when the idea of any constitutional restraint upon the powcr 
of Congress to raise and appropriate money was utterly repu- 
diated, white he who dared to deny or even question the right 
of a majority to do whatever might be’ deemed for the common 
defence and: general welfare, was esteemed and pronounced 
“ inefabiy stupid.” We may safely venture to assert, with- 
out the fear of contradiction, that. under an Administration 


acting upon these principles, as much was done in the way of . 


internal improvements and exorbitant taxation as the condition 
of the country and the state of the finances would allow. 
Although F cannot congratulate the country upon the work 
of retrenchment and reform. under the late Administration, yet 
Tam disposed to conclude that some good has been effected by 
the late Executive, through the exercise of his veto power, in 
checking the wild spirit for internal improvements that had 
characterized the former Administration. Itis, however, to be 
regretted that, in his veto Messages ou the Maysville road bill 
and Wabash Dill, he has so qualified his constutuational objec- 
tions as gveatly to impair what I regard the true Republican 
principle. Instead of condemning as unconstitutional alt roads 
and canals, and the improvement of the navigation of all 
creeks and rivers running through the interior of a State, and 
adapted only to domestic commerce. he discriminates between 
what is local and general, State and National, and limits the im- 
provements of navigation toa port of entry. Owing lo suca 
distinctions, unknown to the Constiturioy 
tirely upon Executive discret 
tem of interne! improvements } 
to how much greater extent it id have been carried, with- 
out these restrictions, no one can imagine. One thing is, hew- 
ever, certain; there is yet ample room for retret ne and 
reform, and I hope the work will now commence in this House, 
where most of the evils of misrule have o uted, by with- 
holding from the Cumberland road any further appropriations, 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
REMARKS OF MR. PICKENS, 


Or Sourn CAROLINA, 

Inthe House of Representatives, Friday, April 20, 1333— 
The House having again resumed the consideration of the 
“pill making appropriations fer the continuation of the Cam- 
berland read through Ohio, Indiana, and Miinvis;” the ques. 
tion pending being the metion of Mr. Uxngrwoop, of Ken- 
tucky, to recommit the bill to the Commitee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report, in Hew thereof, a bill to 
provide for the surrender of said road to the States through 
which it passes-— 

Mr. PICKENS said he did not rise to make what might be 
called a speech, but merely te present some practical censide- 
rations to the House connected with the finances and ihe prie- 
sent condition of the Treasury, to show that, as prudent men, 
we ought, at least, to suspend this appropriation for one year. 
But before-he entered upon that topic, he desire? -to pay his 
passing respects to what fell from the gentieman from Ken- 
uicky,{Mr. Caruoon.} He would call him his friend, for there 


was ne gentleman in the House towartls whom he would sooner" 


use that word, But he must be permitted to say that the gen- 
tleman had certainly delivered a very extraordinary s peech, 


APPENDIX, TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


R sectional interests was soon < 
organized into a system, and called by the imposing name of. 


He commenced by saying that his tolleague [Mi. Unpeaweeo}- — 
-and himself differed widely on many questions. 


subdject_his colleague was for some ‘general and 
while he was utte Ty opposed to any general sysiem as unjust, 
unequal, and corrupting, bui very much in favor of: this par- 
teular system: -and he went so far as to eay he would Ue. in fa- 
vor of another which might. be propozedto connect. the Southern 
seaports with the interior West. -- Now, Mr.P: said, he would 
prefer the vote of his colleague {Mr. Unpgr woo! ohisspeech: 


he. one is with usin theory, butagainst us it. ractice; while: 


the other gives us the reverse. 


in part for the particular welfare, thus turning the Gonstitution :: 
unside down. -If his practice were as good as his sentiments,’ 
he would have nothing to complain of.. The gentleman (Mx. 

'ALHOON] has also very prudently thought proper: to declare 
his sentiments on the tarift—he is ntterly opposed to any pro- 
tective tariff, upon principle, as unjust to others and injurious 
to Kentucky; and that this is the sentiment of his State. ‘Mr. 
P. returned the gentleman his thanks for these manly senti- 
ments, and hoped that he should not herea ‘ter find him apply- 
ing the same theory totht stbject that he. had done to internal 
improve nents; thathe would not be found against all general 
iariffs, but for any particular one that might be proposed; he 
hoped he would notretain his theory and then go for any judi- 
cious tariff The gentleman had also alluded to another deli- 
cate-subject, on which he uttered some bigh sentiments in rela- 
tion to Kentucky being a border State, and that she might again 
be re-christened the dark and bloody land: He defined his post- 
tion nobly. upon this point; but Mr. P. was at a loss to unc 
stand the whole meaning when he went on tospeak of the peo- 
ple on both sides of the Ohio being bound together in one desti- 
ny, Which no-circumeta:.ces could alter or separate; that upon 
the delicate domestic question to which he alluded, the States 
north of that river had done all that could be desired, and would” 
always doso. He would leave it to the gentleman to explain 
how he conid reconcile this with his allusion to Kentucky be 
coming “a border and frontier State,” which he called upon the 
South to rally and defend. g 

But the gentleman (Mr. P. continned) had given a reason for: 
supporting this bill, which was astonishing: he said that, true, 
no. part of the road would run through Kentucky; yet it ran 
along, not far from her border, through three States; and it 
was well known that retail stores would have to be erected to 
supply the workmen and contractors, and that these would be 
supplied in part from Kentucky; and thus she would receive 
the drippings. Now, Mr. P. said he had heard, under the olt 
Constitution, in North Carolina, when her negroes were allow- 
ed to vote, that they could he bought with drams; but thie was | 
the first time that he had ever heard of a whole State, and such 
a State, too, with as brave and heroic a people as ever went 
to battle andto victory in any age or in any country, being 
dragged up before the shambles of grog shops, and ‘her gallant 
sons upon this floor acting as auctioneers, where whole States 
andsections were.to be bought and sold. This-was doing in» 
justice to his State. eee. - : 

[Here Mr. Catxoon explained, and said he had denied that 

this motive was to influence Kentucky in her vote, but he had 
merely introduced this view to show that she was actually in- 
teresied in the appropriation, as supplies would have to be fiv- 
nished from Louisville and other towns, &c. 
} Mr. Pickens continued and said, perhaps hehad usedstronger 
language than the gentleman had used, but that he had express- 
ed his idea. Now upon this pointhe [Mr. P.] wasgiad to hear 
the excellent speech of the Representative from Louisville, 
{Mr. Graves,] who certainly oiie to know the interests ofhis 
constituents. He returned his thanks to Mr. G. for his well- 
expressed sentiments, and also for. his vote upon this bil. He 
hoped it indicated-a new state -of things. But the gentleman 
IMr. Cannoon] had veted, and was against the appropriation 
for this road jast year, and now gives as his reason for that op- 
position, amongst other reasons, that there was then a ‘majority 
ofsome thirty votesin this House for Mr. Van Burén; and ‘be 
then feared that the maney would-be corruptly -spens to pur- 
chase favor and support through doubtful States. 

Now was the gentleman {continued Mr. P.Jaware that by 
this reason he furnished the most powerful argument that could 
be adduced against the whole system—that the money might be 
squandered in a profligate manner for political purposes? Is 
he aware that, by this reason, he now shadows forth; in no 
doubtful manner, the views which may now influence too many 
in their votes upon this bill at this moment? - He was against 
the appropriation last year, and fora certain reason; and new, 
forsooth, pew F ve is against his colleague’s Green 
river ap t 3 through 1:0 doubtful country— 
all one [be he knew this was no motive with 
ibe gentleman h | he is against all general systems 
of iniernat improvements by this Government; but the 
Cumberland road runs throught three doubtful States! he 
is for ibat particular road, but no other appropriation on a 
general system. Myr. P. then said, gentlemen might be 
mistaken ; they might vote millions in that section, and 
revertheless they would have a close struggle with the hunt- 
ing-shivt men, (he meant it in no disrespect, but as a name de- 
rived from the revolutionary followers’ of General Morgan,) 
who were the followers of that here, who had defended their 
couatry, and led them ta victory in the last war. Judging from 
appearances, he would suppose appropriauons could not con- 
troi or buy their vou Mr. P. said he must confess that the 
gentlernan’s |My. CaLnoon‘s] speech placed him in rather an 
awkwav. situation, swaddling as he did the Ohio, with one foot 
one-ch bank. It was unnatuial to him, and contrary to the 
general frank and open integrity of his character. He had 
not policy 


pougirto be politic, and had not hypocrisy enough 
to cane Witheven a thin veil, his objects, when he spoke 
of political inluences.. The whole speech was a compliment 
to the artlessriess ofhisheart. But, Mr. P. said, bis principai 
object in rising was to call the attention of the House to the 
present state of the Treasury, and the embarrassed state of 
things in many partsofthe country. In relation to this point, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Crsuine]} had jaid 
down the doctrine that it was of no consequence whether the 
twas not worth consideration in 


road for improvement or conve ; 
would he not consider Jong before he w 


‘That on thle. 
equal~systemys, +t 


vės e he one. gives usa theory.: 
which reverses the uld doctrine of the geneyal welfare, and goes > 
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briog hinselfin debt $t,0002 Certainly. But suppose a gen- 
teman holding another estate, that. yields $3,000, and another 
with an estate yielding $5,000, should be united with the first, 
and that the whole three should enter into a general compact 
that the whole should be managed by them jointy for the mu- 
tnal benefit of eacn, and that tbe second, who held the estate 
ylelding $3,000, should likewise desire a canal or drain, that 
would Gost $4,000, which would be $1,000 more than his in- 
come. To obviate this difficulty, the first would say to the se- 
cond, let us come to'an agreement that my road shall be opened 
and yonr canal shall be dug, although both shall cost $7,000, 
which will be $2,000 more than our income. We can do this 
by taking it from the: third estate; which has an income of 
$5,000; and thus, by this operation, the two who have a joint 
income of $5,000, would get $7,000 in the appropriation.; and 
the one who had the income of $5,000, would lose $2,000 in the 
division of the joint income. Anil this (Mr. P. said) would be 
nothing more nor less than swindling and plunder, under cover 
of ajoint contract, made at first with the real intention of mutual 
benefit for all. Wet in: the system of collection and disburse- 
ments, under this Government, this hed been precisely the 
operation upon this Confederacy. Well may the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusine) go for an enlarged and libe- 
ral policy, without reference to the state ofthe Treasury. He 
said, what may be very enlarged and liberal to him, might be 


the reverse to others, who had to make the payments. He 


begged to be excused from this kind of liberality. 

Mr. P. continued. The gentleman [Mr. Cusurne] had just 
called upon his colleague [Mr. Cuowngy] to remember that 
the able report from the Secretary of War (Mr. CALHOUN] 
originally was the great foundation of this system: of internal 
improvements. Bat let it be remembered that that report was 
made under aspecial resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, directing the Secre ary to make a report upon some gene- 
ralsystem. He acted under orders from this House, and rè- 
served the constitutional question as to the power of this Go- 
vernment over the matter.. He actedas he was bound co do 
in his official capacity. But, Mr. P. said, it was immaterial to 
him who proposed the system; it was a matter of perfect in- 
difference to him; he had seen’ and experienced its operation; 
and no authority could induce him to adopt it, or sanction it by 
his vote. Mr. È. said it was not his purpose to enter into a dis- 
cussion of its origin; or the powers of this Government on the 
subject. Itwastou late in the day to raise up the Constitution 
from the tomb, and invoke its spirit against the lawless dis- 
hursements of this Government. They had progressed too 
far, and enlisted too great a combination, to be checked by ap. 
peals of that kind. ife said you might as well attempt to bind 
down a suong man with cobwebs, as to arrest the course of 
events on these appropriations. But there was a measure with 
which he was somewhat identified, which ought to have some 
influence upon gentlemen in the course they were to pursue. 
He alluded t» the suspension of the fourth instalment under 
the late deposite law, which would become due on the first of 
January, 1539. He brought this to view upon the same princi- 
ple that the hunters on the Western prairies arrest the progress 
ot fire, by firing against it. It would be remembered that the 
fourth instalment amounted to $9,300,000, and would he depo- 
sited with the States for their use under the late law, on the Ist 
of January, 1839, He contended that it was the-interest of most 
members'to husband the resources of the Government, 80 as 
to meet this instalment. ` Here was a bill now proposing to dis- 
tribute $459 000, in equal proportions, to` Ohio, Indiana, and 
Minois. They wight go for it.. But where was the interest of 
Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, Virginia, and North 
Jarolina? ` If they would unite in suspending those appropria- 
tions’ that would bear suspension for a year, they could get 
their proportion af this $9,30),000. And if they did not unite, 
they would Jose all. He contended that thisroad might be sus- 
pended for a year without any material injury, except perhaps 
toa few individuals. And so might the Harbor bill, the Fortifi- 
cation bil, and other bills; and, he said, considering the state 
of the Treasury, and the embarrassed condition of things in 
many sections, they ought to be suspended for the present; and 
even gentlemen who supported them might, with great pro- 
priety, vote for such a course under present circumstances. 
die warned gentlemen who were identified with the for- 
funes of the present Administration to beware how they voted 
large appropriations. Their opponents: would, in. many: in- 
stances, eagerly go for heavy appropriations, even if it left’ the 
Treasury perfectly destitute; and then they would denounce you 
for your imbecility, and treat you with contempt for the very. 
embarrassments they had aided to bring upon you. Mr. P. said 
the true strength of the Administration, at present, was in real 
reform, and retrenchment, and their weakness was in heavy dis- 
bursements, and an embarrassed Treasury. Those who looked 
for success with the Administration ought to withhold appro- 
priations this year, at least, except on those measures absolu‘ely 
necessary. Let them make no calls for new Treasury notes— 
bring the expenditures within the income. Upon this point 
Mr P. said he was glad to hear the chairinan.of the Committee 
of Ways and Means explain that he didnot intend to ask for any 
more ‘Treasury notes than were authorized by the jaw of Octo- 
her last; that he only desired to reissue those which had. been 
received into the ‘Treasury, For instance, $4,000,000 had been 
received. He desired to give authority to reissue those, if ne- 
cessary; and, in the contingency thatthe other $6,000,000 should 
be received in the year, to reissue them, if there were no other 
funds in the- Treasury. à ` > PA 

Mr. P. did not exactly understand the second bill on that sub- 
ject, but he declared he would not vote foratty other Treasury 
note bill; it was not- needed, if this House would only suspend 
suine of the unnecessary. appropriations. He said he had not 
voted for the Treasury note bill passed last session, and did not 
like ever.to vote for-any of them. He had no particular objec- 
tion to carryout the intention of Congress in the act passed at 
the extra session,‘and.to allow the reissuing of what had been 
received, 30 asj in part, to allow the Treasury to antici pate its 
revenues for thé year 1833 to the amount of $10,000,000, bu: no 
more. He was induced to:allow this, because Congress had-ex- 
tendet indulgence on the'eustom-house bonds, and the xevenue 
from that quarter would not fullv begin tocome in until the two 
last quarters of the present yearyit was ‘nothing but right-that 
we should provide other means for--the present; he soméwhat 


preferred an. old-fashioned loan, but it was‘ a matier of no great ` 


consequence. He would tel gentlemén there was nothing more 
unpopular in the South than too many Treasury note bills. If 


the appropriations went much over $23,000,00010 reality for this -f 


year, including the $6,000,000 for the Florida war, there would 
Se confusion, and: embarrassment, and weakness, He calle} 
upon gentlemen whose hearts were devoted to the support of 


z 


this Administration to pause in this matter, and. unite jn with- 
holding expenditures at least for a year, if they wished 'to sus- 
tain fhemsèlves. Befoie he took his seat, Mr, P. said, he would 
make a motion to lay the bill on the table, with a view to post- 
pone it until next session. He thought some might vote for this 
course with that view, who might sustain the appropriation, if 
the finances were in such astate as to authorize it at present. 
But, taking every thing into consideration, this was one of those 
works which might hear a suspension for one year.. He then 
made the mation, but said, as he had extended his remarks 
much further than he had any idea of doing when he. rose, he 
would withdraw his motion, if any gentleman would request. it 
who desired to reply to him, provided he would renew the 
motion. : £ : : 


REMARKS OF MR. CORWIN, OF OHIO, 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT ` 

My. CORWIN addressed the House as follows— 

Mr. Speaker: I perceive the House is unusnaily impatient 
of this debate. Iam very reluctant, at any time, to lift up my 
voice in lhis Babel of confused voices, but especially so now; 
nor would I delay the final vote for a moment, did I not re- 
member that this bill has been already once rejected, bura day 
ovtwo since; and from the tone of discussion this morning, I 
have too much reason to fear it will meet a similar fate by 
the vote now about to be taken. I may add, also, that I feel 
unwilling to permit the remarks of the twa gentlemen from 
South Carolina (Mr. Clowney and Mr. Pickens} to pass tò the 
press, and from thence into the public mind, without au attempt, 
at least, to correct the erroneous impressions in which, accord- 
ing te my views, they abound. ` . j 

The billnow under discussion, forthe continuation of the 
Cumberland road, is nothing more nor less than the continu- 
ance of a system-of regular annual expenditure, begun in 
1806, and continued, with the exception of the short, period of 
the war with Great Britain, every year up to the present time. 
The estimates for this appropriation are as regularly and habi- 
tually sent in by the Treasury Department, as are those for 
the salary of the President and other public servan ts, or those 
for the support of the army, Ifa continued perseverance in 
the prosecution of any public measure for thitty years cannot 
be Jooked to as settling the public utility of such measure, or 
the fixed policy and duty of this Government, beyond the 
reach of cavil or objection, then indeed may itbe truly said that 
we are a people without common forethought, a Government 
without any established policy, a Confederacy without any 
common end or aim whatever. na 

The construction of the road provided for in this bill, from 
the waters of the atlantic to the Mississippi river, was originated 
during the Administration of Mr. Jeflerson. It has received 
the countenance of every shade 
partyin Congress, at various periods since, and has been sanc: 


tioned by: the approval of every Executive from that fime to” 


the present. It has thus become incorporated with your policy. 
It makes a part of the creed of all parties, and, as it advances 
in its progress, is woven into the texture of those systems of in- 
ternal ‘improvement going forward in each of the six States 
fhrojgt which it passes. A measure thus perseveringly con- 
tinue 

and every vicissitiie of our history for the last thirty years, 
comes recommended at once to the mind as something heces- 
sary: something which has been found indispensable, and not 


merely convenient. It stands in your policy like one of those ~ 


truths in philosophy which is not questioned, because it has re- 
ceived the general assent of all reasonable men. Speaking of 
such a measure, this morning, the gentleman from South Caro. 
lina (Mr. Puckens, richly imbued as his mind is with phitologi- 
cal learning,) conid find no terms whereby to characterize this 
bill less odious than swindling and plunder, Then, by a dex- 
irous evasion of the substance, and a strict observance of the 
letter of the rules of Courtesy in debate, the senileman has been 
able, by fair inference, to denounce the supporters of the Dill 
as the prompters of “swindling.” the aiders and dbettors of 
“plander.’?? (Here Mr. Pickens rose and observed that he had 
not applied the terms stated by Mr. C. to the-bill, or those who 
supported it. He had stated, in argument, the case ofa general 
system of taxation, and an appropriation to partial and lecal 
purposes, and denominated that as swindling and. plunder.) 
Mr. O. proceeded. 1 understand the gentleman as he explains 
himself. He has made a speech against this bill. He has en- 
deavored to illustrate, in various ways, its inequity and im- 


- policy. He denounces this road as local in its character, and 


not of general utility. He shows:that the money appropriated 
is a part of the common revenue raised from the whole Union. 
He then speaks of general taxation, and locai appropriations, 
and calls this last a system of swindling and plunder. It is 
but the difference between a positive assertion and a conclusion 
from premises stated. Sir, 1 desire, when thus arraigned, to 
submit my defence. If Iam not mistaken, the gentleman will 
find this. system, and this road, have been cherished, and 
heariily supported, by men, living and dead, to whom even he 
would be willing to defer in such matters; and with whose me- 
mories and character he would not associate the folly and 
criminality which, in his over-wrought zeal, he ‘fancies he has 
discovered in this bill. . i 

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend toelaborate an essay upon this 
road, but I must be permitted to notice for a few moments the 
very summary method by which gentlemen with great appa-. 


rent ease acquit their consciences of all censure for voting ~ 


down. now and for ever all further appropriations of the kind. - 
Yesterday the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruger]. 
spoke of the supposed importance of the road west of Wheeling 
for military purposes, as an idea ‘too ridiculous to- merita 
moment's serious thought. It seemed to him perfectly idle to 
imagine that ordnance or. military stores would ever be: trans. 
ported by land westward while the Ohio river 
so, with uadoubting confidence and the utmost. self-compla- 
cency, he assures. us. that.a “ fool’s cap and bells” should be 
bestowed -upon avy one who entertains a contrary opinion. 
Sir, I hope I may be allowed, with. great humility, not indeed 
to deny to the conclusions af the gentleman: the greatest cer 
tainty possible in matters of this kind, but merely: to suggest a 
fact.or two which it may be well to cansider-a moment before 


we'swear to the infallibility-of his judgment on:this military ~ 


question. . In the first place, the road ‘and river, theugh both 
running from east to west, from Whecling to the Mississippi, 
are distant from each other, 
150 miles at various points: 

of war that it. might become 
force directly from Wheeling 


1 think-it possible in-the chances: 
necessary to march a miliary 
to Columbus, in Ohio, or to the. 


and complexion of political > 


so long, sustaining itself, through perpetual conflicts, ` 


remained;-and _ 


from north to: south, from 96-to ; 


| 
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t: pared their:own system of. policy to 


“the: authority of Giles, nd: 


‘thority for it. 


apitals of Indian’ or Minois, and to take 
a tain of artillery. Would the. Ohio river, think you,-be, 
obliging as to leave its ancient bed, and bear your cannon y 
its waves across the country -from Wheeling to Columbus; ia >, 
Obio, and from. thence by Indianapolis to Springfield; 
Hiinois?- If we could suspend the Jaws of the phys:cat.wottd,... 
ov if a miracle could be wrought at our. Command, hen-the 
confident opinion. of the gentleman, that this road’ is; in nos. 
sense, of military importance, would; in-any:-poo judemont, v: 
appear somewhat plausible. But the geniicmañ seems. alag) 
to forget that the waters: of the Ohia, in spite of our: wishes es 
the contrary, will freeze into hard ice.” Nor. three months in 
the winter itis not at all times navigable... On account 
shoals, it is not navigable ata time of low water in the summer, 
And hence it would. fellow, that your military movemen 
that quarter, if evernecessary, would have to wait for-the floods 
of summer and the thaws of. winter. | But] will not ‘venture to 
oppose any speculative notions ‘of mine to an opinion so ton- . 
fidéntly. entertained by several gentlemen fromthe South.who 
have spoken in this debate. Twill forufy myself by.an autho- 
rity which Lam sure will command, as I know it should, infi-:- 
“nitely move regard than any opinion or argument of mines: 02: 
It will be remembered, Mr. Speaker, that this Government, 
soon after the fate war with Great Britain, adinonished by the 
experience of that war, determined on prosecuting, a general 
system of military defence. To this end, General. Bernard 
was brought from France, and placed at the head of. the Engi-- 
neer corps. In the year 1824, it became the duty of this officer, 
under the direction of Mr. John C. Calhoun, then Secretary of. 
War, to survey and report to Congress such rivers to be im: 
proved, and canals and roads to be constructed all over our. 
territory, as were conceived to be of national importance tor 
commercial or miltary purposes, On. the 3d of December, 
1834, Mr. Calhoun submitted to the President, and through. biti- 
to Congress, the result of the labors of this corps, accompa: 


along with ‘such:fore 


oa 


ans 


specified comprehends not the twentieth: part of those works in 
magnitude and expense then recommended by Mr. Calhoun as 
proper to be constructed by the. Federal Government, ‘at: the, 
expense of the common Treasury of the nation. ns 

The Cumberland road, as I have said, is one’ amongst the. 
rest there recommended as of “national. importance. ”. ‘Mr. 
Speaker, I must beg the indulgence of the House to read a sins... 
gle paragraph from the document referred to. - After speaking: n 
of the great advantages to the whole Union of.one af the great- 
Western works to which I have already adverted, the Secretary 
proceeds: ane k EE gait & ne S 

“The advantages, in fact, from the completion of this. single.» v 
work, as proposed, would be.soextended and ramified through. : 
out these great divisions of our cauntry, ‘already containing so- 
large a portion of our population, and destined in a few genes 
rations to outnumber the most populous States of Evrope, asto. 
leavein that:quarter fo dither work for the execution of the. Ge- 
neral Government, excepting anly the extension of the. Cum). 
berland road from Wheeling to St.Louis, whichis also 
conceited to be of national importance. -~ we 
"Now; Mr, Speaker, if i 


i in the bill. under. discussion there be +: 
any feature akin to “swindling and plunder,” I ask the gentle: 
men from the South to return to that gigantic project of kindred 
Works projected by their own justly favorite son,-and tel me 

in what vocabulary amongst the “tongues of men?? they: can; 
find epithets odious enough to.shadow forth the diabolical ten- ~ 
dencies of Ais plan... Sir, if this bill be swindling, his scheme:is. 
robbery. . If this bill be. petty plunder, his-plan was. wholesales: : 
desolation. ' But, good or bad, whichever it be, we have hisa.: 
Well do I remember,-sir, in what high esteem 
the Secretary of War{Mr. Cathoun) was held throughout the 
the West in the year1804. -The sober affections” of the 
and the ardent hearts of the young, all, all were attrac 
him. His altars blazed every where throughout. the broa 
leysofthe West. Rightloyally and prodigally did. w. 
our incense upon his shrine; and Jo! what: now- do 
Whilst the smoke of our sacrifice yet ascends in 
clouds; whilst the distended nostrils of our deity in 
ful odors almost to suffocation; he in whem é 
all enshrined; he the author of this our faith; e chosen ob- 
ject, it may be, ofour very protane and heathenish, but Still sin- 
cere idolatry; he, with the selected. high-priests of his faith). 
sudenly rush upon us from the South, overturn their-ewn: al 
tars, and scourge us, their misguided, HI bones’ 

from’ the temple ‘themselves: had- erect g 
this, but determined, it seems, to consi 
the followers of the creed to hopeless i 


themselves and us to a com! 
-Let not the gentlemen 


nation. 


and 1803, and Mr; Cathor 


April, 1838. 


25r Conc--+-2np Sess. 


-gentlemen the sin of inconsistency, or ‘sinister motives, for 
change of principle. No, this is not. my motive. 1 wish- to 
convince, and not to taunt, the gentlemen, I wish them to 

., pause upon their own present opinions, and to comparé. them 
with the views of those, living and :dead,to whom I have ‘re- 

~ ferred, in the hope that the light of those great minds—tbat 

~Hght that has becn.tothem “a pillar of fire by night,” in al} 

_ their political wanderings heretofore—might, haply, now serve 
to keep them in the-tight way... I beg the gentleman from 

_ South Carolina (Mr Ruerr] who go readily: voted “ cap and 

+ bells” to the heads of such as énteriained particular notions, 


` i which he condemned, of the utility of this road, to take back 


- bis gifls’a moment, and see whether he may not possibly be 
. found unawares placing these badges of imbecility and folly on 
“the gravesof-Randolph and Giles; and whether, if he is to be 
p imipartial and.just in the distribution of such honors, he may. 
not, he compelled to pass over into the chamber of the Senate, 
and besiow.one set of them upon the illustrious Senator from 
bis own State. Mr. Speaker, I venture lo suggest to the gen- 
teman from South Carolina, [Mr. Rugrr,) in a spirit of sn- 
cere respect, that there is a posterity for him as well as those 
. greet and good nr n whoee opinions he sets at naught. I hope 
I may, without offence, suppose it possible that in some distant 
day, when this very road, paved from the Atiantic to the Mis- 
sissippi, shail be crowded with commerce, and groan beneath 
its. load of travel; when, by the speed with which your armies 
can pass over it; from the centre to the remote border of your 
country, some fearful rebellion is happily quelled, or, for the 
Same reasons, some-insolent foreign foe is speedily repulsed, 
the age that then is may possibly remove the “cap and bells” 
from the last.resting place of Giles and Randolph, where hehas 
hung them, and look for the tomb of another, as better desery- 
_ ing Ure honar of these significantemblems. Sir, when I glance 
ai the history of this road; when I remember that it was be- 
gun inthe Administration of Jefferson, and approved by him ; 
when I group together the other illustrious names who have 
for, thirty. years also given it theirsanciion, lam prone to be- 
lieve, my own judgment. concurring, that L am right in carry- 
ing on what has been thus begun. T cannot reverse the’ set- 
ued and long unquestioned decisions of the fathers and founders 
(ofthe Republic, upon. thé faith of the last nights dream. I 
cannot so readily believe that the sages of past times violated 
the. Constitiation to make a road. [cannot see why, if that 
| were so, it has not been discovered in the tio»e of ihirty years, 
Sir, I know much is said, and truly, at thi ? advance 
ofthe human mind. I know, sir, it was ween tir w ago, 
“Men shall go to and fro, and knowledge shall inci cuse.” 
Ail this £ know, and yet I cannot quite believe that us young 
gentlemen. here, in this year of grace, 1838, have now, this 
morning, descended to the bottom of the well where truth ties, 
.as is said, and for the first time brought up, and éxposed her 
precious secrets to (he long anxious eyes of the inquiring wortd. 
Just as slow am I, Mr «Speaker, to believe that the great men 
, who gave usia, country forty’ years ago; did not-understan 
‘what its true. interests were. They who. projected this great’ 


work. were not mèn to rush into hasty and ill-considered mea- ; ` 


sures. They had been accustomed to settle the foundations of 
‘society, and they did their: work, °in all things, under the: 
habitual reflection and responsibility which their. immortal: 
labors inspired. Bir, let us beware, in the midst of qur’ party 
conflicts, how. we hastily: question their calm resolves. Let us 
‘take care, in this day’s work, with the hoarse clamor of party 
resounding ever m our ears, that we are not deaf to the voice 
ef wisdom, which calis out to us-from the past. 

Mr.. Speaker, 1 have thus far considered the bill upon your 
table as providing for one work, itself a part of a system of 


“jnternal imxprovement;” I have referred so far to the opinions * 


of men whom we are.accustomed to regard as good authority, 
to shew that the road:in question has been regarded as cne of 
national importance, and, as such, is within tie acknowledged 
rowers of Congress. Bat, sir, this bill ri its claims tò our 
support.upon.a basis far less liable to those assaults which con- 
sider it only-in the isolated view of expediency. Itis, in truth, 
a bill for she fulfilment of a contract. It proposes to carry into 
effect a compact, to the performance of which the faith of this 
Government is pledged to three sovercign States of this Union. 
I know, sir, that many gentlemen here are familiar with this 
view of the subject, but I feel equally certain that there are 
- others who are not. : 
The gentlernai from Kentucky (Mr, Pope} the cther day dis- 
cussed this branch.of the subject with great ability, but I am 
impressed with the necessity of presonting it more at length, 
even at the risk of being.tedions.. 1 shall endeavor, by a re- 
ference to acts of Congress and public documents, to show that 
we arc bound to construct this road as fer as the Mississippi 
viver; that we have contracted to do se; that we have received 
the cosideration for this. contract frem the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Winois. Jf L can establish these as facts, it wil} fol- 
low that to stop the road short of the Mississippi would be 
a gross neglect of duty, and a flagrant breach of national faith. ` 
In the year, 1787; “the territory northwest of the Ohio” com- 
prehended what are now -the States of Ohio, Indiana, Minois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin Territory ‘Che celebrated ordinance 
of 1787 amongst other things. provided that there should be 
three-Siates at Jeast out of this teritory, which should be 
bounded by. the Ohio river on the souilr, the ssippi on the 
west, and .a-specified line onthe north. This Jast line, many 
gentlemen here wili recollect, was finally established as the 
northern boundary of Ohio, Fndina, and THinois, very lately, on 


as‘aniniportar Ri 

ešť iniiportance tö the stability an 
thé Eastern aod Western paris of the Una hei 
tercoursé showld, as far as possible, be facilitaied, and their in- 
terests be liberally: and mutually consulted and promotcd—are 
of opinion that the: provisions of the aforesaid articles may be 
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Cumberland 1 


oad.—-Mr. Corwin. 
varjed for the reciprocal advantage of the United States andthe. 
Siate of —, when formed, andthe people thereof; they have 
therefore deemed it proper, in lieu of said’ provisions, to offer 
the following propositions to the convention of the Eastern 
State of said Territory, when formed, tor their free acceptance: 
or rejection, withoutany condition or restraint whatever, which, 
if eccepled by the convention, shall be obligatory. onthe. 
nited States.” - ; ae Baa ate 
The report then sets forth three propositions to be subinitted 
to the Ohio Convention; the third proposition; being the one ap- 
plicable to this subject, isin these words: nae ae 
“That one-tenth part of the nett proceeds of the lands lying 
in the said States, hereafter sold by Congress, after deducting 
ajLexpenses incident to the same, shall be applied to the laying’ 
out aud making turnpike or other roads leading from. the navi 
gable waters emptying into the Atlantic-to the Ohio, and con- 
tinued afterwards through the State o , such roads Lo 
be laid out under the authority of Congress, with ‘the ‘consent 
of the several States through-which the road shall’ pass, pro- 
vided that the convention of said State shall on its part as 
sent thut évery and euch tract of land sold by Congress 
shall be and remain exempt from any tax laid by order or 
under authority of the States, whether for State, county, or 
township, or any other purpose whatever, for the term of ten 
years from and after the completion of the payment of the 
purchase money on such tract io the United States.” 
Attached to this reportis an official lever addressed by Mr. 
Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury, to Mr Giles, dated 
Washington, 13th February, 1802, Mr: Gallatin, deeply im- 
pressed with the advantage to the Government of this contract 
with the new State, urges it upon Congress as a mean of in- 
creasing the value of the public lands owned by. the Govern- 
ment, and then pledged for the payment of the national debt. 
After stating a variety of arguments to thaveffect, he says: 


“R follows that, ifit be in a high degree, as I believe itis, she < 


interest of the United States to obtain some: further security 
against an injurious sale, under the Territorial or State Niwas, 
of jands sold by them to individuals, justice, not less than joli- 
cy, requires that it should be obtained by common consen: ind, 
itis not to be expected that the new State Legislatures should 
assent to any alterations in their aystem of taxation which may 
affect the revenues of the State, unless an equivalent is ofu: ed. 

He then goes on to insist that 

“Such conditions, instead of diminishing, would greatly 
increase the value of thelands, and, therefore, of the piclge 
to the public creditors.” 

Tire Jast paragraph in this document urges another argument 
in favor of this road, which I hope will not be overlooke:! by 
gentlemen who consider it a boon merely to the young Stats of 
the West. Mr. Gallatin thought this road would be highly ad- 
vantageous to the old States, and he addresses their-cupality 
accordingly, in these words: 3 

“The roads will be as beneficial to the parts of the Atlantic 
Statcs through which they are to pass, and nearly as much so 
to a-considerable portion of the Union, as to the Northwest- 
ern Territory itself.” : 

On the 30th of April, t802;an act was.passed authorizing the 
people of tha eastern division of the Northwestern Territory to 
form a Constitution and State Government. ‘In that Jaw the 


propusition, somewhat. modified, is inserted, and by Congress. 


proposed to the Convention which was. to assemble’ the next 
summer. Inthe act just quoted, five per cent. of the proceeds 
of the lands within the State are proposed asa ftindio make a 
road “from the Atlantic waters fo and through the State, and 
the condition S! the grant ie, that the State shali abstain from 
ta xing tho Jands sold by the United States for five years from 
and after the day of their sale,” aa 
In the, month of November, 1802, the Convention of Ohio as 

sented to the proposition contained in the act of April, 1802, with 
this modification: that three-fifths of the ‘five per cent. fund 
shoul be appropriated to laying out and making roads withiu 


the State, and under its direction and authority, leaving two per | 


cent; où all the sales of lands within the State to beappropri- 
ated to a rond leading from the Atlantic waters to and through 
the State of Ohio. Te this Congress expressly assented at its 
next session, upon the recommendation of a committee, of 
which John Randolph of Virginia was the chairman, and thus 
the compact was closed. Mere let it be observed that compacts 
of the same kind, and in the same words, have been concluded 
between the States of Indiana and Illinois and this Government, 
at the times when these States were respectively admitted into 
the Union. In this way, following up the project began in 1802, 
ofconstructing a road “ from the Atlantic waters to the Missis- 
sippi river,” passing from the Ohio the whole distance to the 
Mississippi, through your own public Jands, it was carried out 
by compact with each State, as soon as it became capable of en- 
tering into such engagements, by assuming the powers and dig- 
nity ofa sovereign State of the Union. 


Thave said, Mr. Speaker, that you had contracted toconstruet. | 


a road from the Atlantic waters, through the new States of the 
West, to the Mississippi river. I have shown, by reference. to 
public documents, that the motives (o.this contract were, first, 
toincreasc the value of the public domain, to and through 
which this road was to pass, and thus put moey into the na- 
tional puree to pay the national debt; secondly, to bind together 
in union of interest the East and West, by creating a quick and 
constant intercourse between the western and Atlantic divisions 
of your common country. Now the first and main object, the 
increase in value of the public lands, never could be effected, 
unless ycu carried the road, not merely “to and through” 
Ohio, where, in 1802, your public lands for sale chiefly lay, but 
would only be fairly realized by carrying the road “te and 
through” each of the other western States, as your lands, by 
the nguishment of the Indian title in cheseStates, should 
come into market. These were the views upon which yon set 
out, in your propositions of compact at first. These were your 
“inducements” held ont to Ohio, and repeated in each of your 
engagements to mak the Cumberland road with Indiana and 
Illinois. > With these determinations, asserted through your 
public and authorized agents, you ask of the western States, in 
consideration of inducements thus held out, to do what? To 


` grant you a trifling sum of money to aid you iu your effort 


to improve the value of your own lands? No. ‘To allow- you 
to pass through their territory in such. way as you choose? 
Na guch inconsiderable. demands as. these were on your 
lips. “You demanded of them to surrender un for.your benefit 
the tax on nearly all the property in these States for five years. 


` In other words, you asked, and you received too, into the public 


Treasury of the Union, a direct tax for five years on all, or. 
nearly alf, the lands in three large and populous States. : You 
said to the purchaser of your lands, buy of us, and your pro- 


“woul t 
have we paid into your ‘Treasury for your promise to complete 
` the road in question.. In. addition to this, we surrendere 
` sovereign right of taxation.) 


render Gould only have been extorted by. the strongest 


: for the payment of a jarge national debt. 


Q 
What has been ‘the usual. rate ‘of 


has been one dollar on every hundred’ acres, This, levied on 
one hundred and twenty millions of acres, would give one mil- 
Jion two hundred thousand dollars per annum, which, in five 
years, the time for which the tax was survendered by the Staes, 

d give, the’sum: of six MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. This sum 


our 
x thin our own limits—a right it- 
self so dear to States that, as matter of pride,just Pride, its aur. 
1Ope: y 
advantage—the hope of some great. and striking mpraeenieun 
in our whole county, such as this great work will be when you 
complete it, as you have promised. | <, í s 
Mr. Speaker, I have shown that the three Western States 
have given into the Nationa! Treasury, in effect, six millions 
of dollars, for the promise to construct this road. “Let us now 
advert for a moment to the-cost of the work as estimated at the 
time of the contract, and we shal] find that the Government then 
understood that this sum would construct the ruad from the Ats 
lantic waters to the Mississippi; nay, that, in all probability, 
there would be a surplus remaining in the Treasury after the 
road was finished. The kind.of road, its location, and the ime 
of its completion, were all left with this Government to be ad- 
justed, unger `a fair interpretation of the compact. After pro- 
er examination, it was determined to commence at Cumber- 
and, and strike the Ohio linc at Wheeling, in virginia. 
^ On the 3d of March, 1808, Mr. Gallatin, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, reports to Congress that the road had been located 
‘from “Cumberland towards Wheeling, a distance of seventy 
“miles, and adds, the a of completing that part of the road 
“is estimated at $400,000, This estimate shows that the average 
estimated cost of the road, over by far the most expensive part 
of it, wasa trifle Jess than six,thousand dollars per mile. The 
whole length of the road, from. Cumberland.to the Mississippi, 
as surveyed, is-650 miles; it may be a mile or two, more-or Jess. 
Now, take the estimated cost per mile, as:reported hy. Mr.. Gal- 
Jatin, which was for the mountain region: entirely, and remem-~- 
ber that one halfless, it: was supposed, would.suffice tu make 
the road across the level plains of the West, and we shall see at 
once how reasonable it 3s that the Congress of that day, after 
receiving what was equivalent to six miliions of dollars, should 
make an unconditional promise to constrict the road ta the Mis- 
sissippi river.’ . 
The contract, as then understood from the estimate, was sim- 
py as follows: =i : ; 
alue of the tax released in favor of the Federal Government by 
„the three Western States © - ` - - $6,000,000 
Cost of the road, 650 miles, at $6,000 per mile, ac- í 
cording to Mr. Galatin’s estimate for the first 70 
miles - - - - . . +. 3,900,000 


SIE : $2, 100,000 
Léaving two millions in the Treasury, after making the road as 
then estimated. . Upon this view, founded on facts and repre- 
scntations of public men, contemporaneous with this compact, 
it is clearly shown thst the States paid the Federal Government 
what the parties then believed a full consideration for complet- 
ing the road the entire distance proposed. From this, what ivl- 
lows? Why, surely, that the Government promised to do what 
in conscience it ought, that is, to do the act which they were 
paid for doing—to make the road complete according to the 
contract. 

But’ here, Mr. Speaker, I am told that whatever may have 
been the reasonable expectations of the parties, as tothe com- 
pletion of this work, when the contract was made, the Governu- 
ment only bound itself to appropriate two per cent. of the neit 
proceeds of the public lands, and that this has been dane, and 
no moneys yemain.of this fund applicable to the purposes of 
the contract. To this] reply, that such is not the contract, and 
I think I have shown this from the proofs already adduced. 1 
grant you that two per cent. of the nett proceeds of the public 
lands are pledged for the performance of your promise to make 
the road; but this pledge does in no sense limit the contract for 
which itis only.a mere security. Let it be rcmemberedibat, 
when ‘this contract was made, the public Jands- were. pledged 
To-increase the va- 
Jue of these lands was one motive to make thé road, and the 
States aided you in this, paid you for it, by relinquishing whe ` 
taxes on them for five years after saie; it-was, therefore, only 
fair, as. the Government was deeplyin debt, that the States 
should have some security for the.performance of your con- 
tract... This security was given. by pledsing the two per cent. 
named in the contract. -Butit was.not.the: contractis it was only 


- a security given to the States for its faithful performance, This 
© interpretation is fortified by: other stipulations inthe contract. 
: The time, manner, and Iscation of the roz 


i t tare all left to the 
General Government. Why was this?’ Becsuse you had bound 
yourselves, in general terms, to make a rond. And it was, 


` therefore, only reasonable (hat you should have control over a 


work which you bound yourselves to finish. Had you bound 


: yourselves only to pay, forthe purposes of the work, a speci 
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fied sum, suchas the two per cent. mentioned, is 1t possible to 

suppose the Staics would have leit you to appropriate their 
money, for which they paid you. in your own way, and accord. 
ing to yeur own discretion? Such a contract, on the part of 
the States, would have been absolute insanity. It invo.ves an 
absurdity toe gross for serious consideration. ‘This itself shows 
that the two per cent. fund was only a pledge, a security, and 
not, as some have supposed, the contract itself. Thus you 
Save always construed the contract. According to your own 
adinission, you have gone on to make the road without regard 
to the two per cent. fund. You say vastiy more than this has 
Deen expended. Why did you do this, if only two per cent. 
vn the sales of lands were to be given to the read? No rational 
auswer can be given to this questivn but one. ‘Phe two per cent, 
did not limit the contract, it only secured its performance; and 
this has been your own uniform construction of it, as evinced 

“by ali vour conduct up to this day, (hreughout a lapse of more 
than ‘hirty years. 

Let mesuppose, Mr. Speaker, that the two per cent. fund 
was all you promised, which, however, T by po means admit. 
Wou suy it was to beexp d by you; youn arethe trustee of 
žhe fund, and ihe agent for its appropriation. Se ii se, then, 
yor the sake of the argument. What was this fund committed 
ioyour charge? Two per cent. upon the sales ef one hundred 
aad twenty millions of acres of land. This you was bound to 
soll for $2 per acre, fur tuis was the “price fixed by law at the 
dme of the contract. This would produce 
per cent. upon this would be $4,909,000. 
the road to cost 3,900,000. Thus vou see ti 
culation based npon the slate of thingsas ox atthe daic of 
che contract, tke States and yourselves had a ht ia skppose 
shat happen what might, if yoractal up to your engagements, 
the road wouldbe made But $2 peracre was then the minimum 
price of the land, and we, being interested in che fund, had, 
and now have, a right to demand of you that you, as trustee, 
shall get as much more as possible, by scing all the land at 
auction inthe way fixed by law as it then siood. -Now let us 
see how you have complied with the law and reason of this can- 
tract in the management of this fund given in trust for its exe- 
ecution. Inthe first place you sunk the va uc of the fund nearly 
wne-hall by reducing the price of the land from $2 to $1 25 
wor aere, In the second place, you have given away immense 

nouns of this fund in bounty lands to soldiers, which you never 

hand for which you can render no account. Thirdly, 
you have given to individuals, for purposes unconnected with 
ihis contract, avery large amount which never has or can be 
accounted for apo the principles of your solemn engagements 
wiih us. Fourthly, you have given very large amounts to the 
Staves to make canals, exacting from them as an equivalent the 
right to carry your mails, arms, armies, and munitions of war 
on them free of tolis forever. Fifthly, you have given away 
wany millions of acres in pre-emption claims atthe minimum 
price, without any attempt to sell, aud account (as you were 
bound to do) for the proceeds. ‘Thus you, ouragent to manage 
a fund destined to make our road, have so wasted it, and usedit 
for your own purposes, that you never can tell whether it weuld 

. have produced the expected amount or not. What is the cou- 
s-quence in law, in reason, in justice? What follows? Why, 
su, any justice of the peace can tell you. You, the agent, must 
answer for this by replacing, out gf your own funds, what you 
have wrongfully «aken from us. Bat as you have so disposed 
ofthe trust fund thet you never can tetl what, if sold at auction, 
it would have produced, and so cannot, by any certain rule, 
therefore, ascertain the amount you have teken wrongfully from 
us, You must suffer the inconvenience; you must take from 
your own funds, anddo what, when yvu contracted with us 
you affirmed this wasted funt would do, that is, compleie the 
yoad in question from Cumberland to the banks of the Missis- 
sippi river, ú 

ls not this equitable, fair, honorable just? Why then stick in 
the bark? ag the lawyers say. Why these pettilogging quib- 
ies, these dilatory pleas? Does such conduct become a great 
uation? Sir, it nas been said that honor is the vital principte of 
monarchy. You say you represent sovereigns—the sovereign 
People, Act then as becomes the dignity of your royal constitu- 
euts. Leave no room to doubt your probity. Observe fully and 
entirely the faith of your promise whenever made. No such 
thing, says the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Clowney, ] 

this moeraing. I you have nude a contractsno mater, you had na 
constitutional power to do so, therefure cease your efiorts to ful- 
fil your engagements. And there the geatleman would stop; 
he goes no further, Whaia beautifulexample of political mo- 
rality would you thon exhibit! Sume years ago you entered 
inio a contract, a treaty, with three sovereign States. You have 
received trom tbem all they agreed to give you. You have 
their money in your pockets. .Now you turn to these States, 
with ail seeming honesty, a y, true I promisect, but I had 
ho wight to promise, my conscience is atfected. I have sinned, E 
repent, 1 will do so no more, but 1 will keep your money. I 
cannot violate my conscience by doing as I agreed. Oh, no, 
that is too wicked; I pray. you do notask it; but still ] shall 
keep the money you paid me. Yesterday my friend from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Carnoon.} with a power of argument and gene- 
rosity of sentiment equally honorable to his head and heart, 
spoke in favor of this bill; he adverted to certain objections 
made by his colleagues {Mesars, Graves and UNDERWOOD ] 
"They had opposed the bill as partial in its operation, as giving 
to the three States through which the road passes a disburse- 


240,090,009. Two 
ou i 


had esumated 
by every cal- 


ment of money which Kentucky was not permitted to enjoy., 


Ho said the disbursements in Indiana would flow into Louis- 
ville, in Kentucky, where goods and. even liquors would be 
bougit, with which the: labor on the road would be paid 
Upon thisanother gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Pick- 
BNS] takes fire. “"Phis (said he) shows the demoralizing ten-, 
deacyof thesystem! This is the motive to voie appropriations, 
that money be raised to buy whiskey for the poor laborer to 


drink > Sir, I have no objection to the geutleman’s moral 
lectures, but I do not see the necessity of throwing his moral 


sensibilities into convulsions at the sight of a glass of punch, 
while he can look with a sanctimonious. composure at broken 
promises and violated-national faith. ae 

Mr. Speaker, I have one word to say, before 1 sit down, to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. UNpERwoop }- Ie spoke 
the other day in opposition to this bill. He did not deny that 
the Cumberland road might be useful; but, as he could obtain 
no monéy here to enable his people to build dams and make 
slackowater navigation on Green river, he would not help us 
to make a road on the northern side of the Ohio. And then 
the gentleman proceeded in a grave disquisition upon our con- 
stitutional powers to make roads and improve rivers. What 
says the Constjtution? “Congress shall have power to regu- 


late commerce with foreima nations, among the several States, 
and with the indian tribes” What is the gentleman’s com- 
mentary? You have, says he, a clear and undoubted right te 
improve rivers, but not so of roads. And why, Mr. Speaker, 
wh Do you, sir, remember the reason fer this distinction? 
“Providence (says the gentleman) hes marked 
vers as the proper channek i avenues of commerce.” 
What a beautiful and exahed piety ig hete shedding its clear 
light upon the dark mysteries of constitutional Jaw! And then 
how logical the couclusien! Thusrunsiheargument: Since 
it is not tho will of Ged chat commeree should be carried on on 
dryland, bet only on the water, the powers over comme 
given-ia the Censtitution by our pious ancestors, om 
understood as limited by the Divine commands; and tbercfore, 
says he, you have power to remove sand-bars and islands, and 
blow up ocks outofvivers and creeks, to make a channel which 
Providence has begun and left unfinished: bat beware, he 
would say, “how youcut down a tree, or remove a rock, on 
the dry land, to complete what Providence has begun there. 
You have ne power by law to do this Jast; besides, it is im- 
pious, it is not the will of God.” 

Mr, Speaker, [know of no parallel to this charming philoso- 
phy, untess itis te be found in the sayings of Manse Hedrisg, 
an elderly Scottish lady, who fizures in one of Sir Walter 
cows povels, In one of her evangelical moods, she rebuked 
on Caddie fresing a fan, or any work of art, to clean his 


barley. She said it was an awsome Lo? Providence not 
to wait his own tir rhe would surety send wind to win- 
now the ¢} è gin. In the same spirit of enlight- 


ened» X 
and Hlincis, to cease our H 
ecoltdime of Providence, who will, 
send a river to ran from Cumberland over the AHezb 
across the Ohio, and so on, in i paven-directed course, to 
St. Louis. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Kentucky is not 
the author of this theory. Our Atlantic brethren, especially of 
the South, have long held the same doctrine. They have long 
since discovered that our glorious Constitution was nothing 
more at last than a fish! made for Whe water, and which can 
only live in the water. According to theirviews, he is a goodly 
fish, of marvellous proper uses and functions while you keep 
him in the water; but the moment he touches dry land, lo! he 
suffocates and dies. The omy digerente between this school 
of constitutional lawyers and the gendeman from Kentucky is 
this: he believes your Constitugon is a fish that thrives in all 
waters, and especially in Green rivor slack-Wwater; whereas, 
his biethren of the South insist that he can only live in sei? 
water. With them the doctrine is, wherever the tide ced 
to flow, he dies, He can live and thrive in a lule tide creck, 
which a thirsty musqnito would drink dry in a hot day; but 
place him on or under the majestic wave of the Mississippi, and 
in an instant he expire M weaker, who can Hmit the range 
of science! What hand can stay the march of mind! Here- 
tofore we have studied the science of law to help us in our uns 
derstanding of the Constitution, Some have brought metaphy- 
sical learning to this aid. But now, inthe middle of the nive- 
teenth century, these labors are all ended. Ichthyology, sir, is 
the key to open all the doors that have hitherto barred our ap- 
proaches to truth. According to this new school of philosophy; 
if you just teach coming generations the “nature of fish,” 
those great problems in constitutional law that vexed and wor- 
ried the giant intellects of Hamilton, Madison, and Marshall, 
are at once revealed and made plain to the dullest peasant in 
the land. Sir, if I appear to trifle with this grave subject, the 
fault is not mine; it arises from the singular nature aad contra- 
rient character of those arguments which Iam most unwillingly 
compelled to combat. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Uxpexwoop] has in 
quired, with a very signiticant look, what has become of the 
three per cent. fund, given to the States, for improvements 
wit!.in their respective limits. He says he bas inquired of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and be can give him no. account of 
the disposition the Western States may have made of this fund, 
and hence the gentleman seemed to infer that no one could tell 
him any thing satisfactory on the subject. Sir, if your Seer 
tary of the Treasury is the only source of information, then are 
th: fountains of knowledge scanty indeed, and nearly dried up 
withus. If every thing is unknown which. he does not know; 
if we can seenothing which has not been revealed to him, why, 
then, the Lord help us; the lights of the age burn dimly enough, 
and must be well-nigh extinct. Sir, ifthe gentleman, instead of 
consulting the “Penny Magazine” of the Treasury, had gone 
to the libraries of this city, and looked into the s‘atistics of these 
States, he would have found that this fund had been faithfully, 
to the last dollar, expended in making roads “to and throvgh” 
the public lands in the States; thus ingr. asing the value and 
hastening the sale of your national préperty. The gentleman 
reproaches the three States on the right bank of the Ohio for 
having obtained from the national] domain large grants for mak- 
ing roads and canals. Does not the gentleman know that in 
every ins ance you have received an equivalent for these lands, 
by obtaining from the States or companies the right to carry 
your mails, arms, treops, and munitions of war, over such 
roads or canals, at al! times free ef charge? If you gave the al- 
ternate sections of land fora road or canal, you held up the re- 
maining section at double your sninimum. price, and have 
always realized it, and thus made money for yourselves out of 
the capital and labor of the States, whilst you boast the transac- 
tion asa benevolence to others. : 

But, sir, Kentucky should be the last State in the Union to 
raise an argument of this kind against her sisters of the West. 
low came she by the whole of that very Green: river country 
which now. comprises one-fourth part of that State? Virginia 
“had reserved that territory to satisfy her Revolutionary debt. to 
her troops. | When she ceded the northwestern territory to the. 
United Giates, she reserved the land between the Little Miami 
and Scioto rivers (new in Obioyas a residuary fund for the sa- 
tisfaction ofher Revelutionary land warrants; if the lands re- 
served for that purpose in Kentucky should prove insufficient. 

Well, sit, what happened? Soon after this, Kentucky seized up- 
on the whole Green river country, and refused to the war-worn 
veteran of the Revolution the right to-locate his warrants there. 


sptleapan exhort us js Ohio, Indiana, 
ous roadmakng, and wait the 
s he seems to think, sit 


sles, 


The consequence was, the whole country reserved in Ohio was. 


exhausted, and the Virginia claims, to the amount of many mil- 
lions. have been lately paid out of the Treasury of the Union in 
the shape ofland serip; Sir, ] have said this domain. thus seig- 
ed by Kentucky, was eqnal to one-fourth part of the State. 
Now, suppose you had given te Ghio, Indiana, and Hiinois, 
what Kentucky received—one fourth ofall the lahds.with- 
in their respective limits—sir, it would have constructed this 
road through their lerritorics ten times over. And yet, with 


_ out in your true characte 


these facts all before him, the gentletian sits weeping over the 
dams and slack water of Green river, like a froward child, epoil- 
ed by too much indulgence, complaining of its mother’s’ pare 
uslity, to the really much less favored members of our common 
family. Sir, this is unlike Kentucky; it is unlike the uniform 
justice and generosity of both the gentlemen, [Messrs. Graves 
and UnDERWoon,] who have sò vehemently oppos:d this biH. 
} beseech them to desist. Cease todrive this Jew’sbargain with 
your sister States, Relax the miser’s gripe you have laid inon 
your neighbors’ rights. Throw away the knife of Shylock, 
clothe yourselvesin the robes of justice and generosity. Bänd 
and in tbe proper costume of your 
Leok upon this hill witb the eye of the American 
The interests of the whole valley we inhabit in 
ethesame. You cannot separate them by lines or 
r, the same cloud that dispenses jts fertilizing show- 
entucky, drops fatness upon the States of Ohio, Ti 
The same sun that warms vegetation int 
early and vigorous life, on the rich plantadionsof Kentucky, at- 
so mellows the fruit and ripens the harvest that cover the vast 
plains outstretched upon the right bank ofthe Ohio. The. God 
of Nature has decreed us a common tot, and it is vain and ins 
pious to interpose our feeble opposition to his will. 

Mr. Speaker, some gentlemen have complained that one sec- 
tion of land out of every thirty-six has been given to the West- 
ern Stiles for rhe use of comman schools. “Do gentlemen recol- 
i Who are they that inhabit 
erants surely from (he old 
The children to he edugated 


noble State, 


Siatus of th 
Here are yi 
Hish t 


emigration to Ameriea, thar be was sorey they had not ‘rent to 
duis countcy he yechnens of their population, Sir, £ can 
say lo my T s on this side of the mountains, with equal 
sincerity, as to some ofthosa you sent out, “Lam sorry you did 
not send us better specimens.” But the truth is, we get in the 
West the very. bestand the very worst of your population, The 
poor come there for bread, and the enterprising and industrious 
come to find a field which gives ample scopeto their energies, 
and rewards to their labor.” This fund, then, is for the eduga. 
tion of the poor, and the rich, too, if any such there be, Which 
you send in masses every year tu he V © And] can assure 
gendewen it bas been faithfully applied in Ohio, Lt has Deen 
addet to by heavy taxation upon our people. Some gentemen 
d speak it in no spirit of pride or vain boasting, some gente 
men from the old States might learn something new to them i 
the history of civilization, would they but visit that Western 
world, of which they often seem to me to know very litle. 
They might see there, in the very spot where. but yoster 
day the wild beasts of the wilderness seized their prey by night, 
aud made their covert Jair. by day, on that samo spot to-day 
stands the common school-house, filled alike with the children 
of the rich and the poor—those children who are to be the fur 
ture voters, officer's, andstatesmen of the Republic. Over that 
vast region, so Tately red with the blood of savage war, the 
secd.fields of knowledge are. planted, anda smiling harvest of 
civilization springs up. And there, too, may be seen what a 
Christian statesman might well admire. The schoolmaster is 
not alone, That holy religion, which is at Jast the only sure 
basis of permanent social or political improvement, has there 
its voices crying inthe wilderness. Upon the almost barning 
ombers of the war-fire, round which some barbarous chief but 
yesterday recounted to his listening tribe, with horrid exulia- 
tion, his deeds of savage heroism, to-day is built a temple dedi- 
cated to that religion which announces “peace on earth, and 
good-will towards men.” Ves, sir, all over that land, side by 
side with the humble school-housé, stand those 
* steepte-towers Fi 
“ Aad spires whose silent finger points to Heaven.” 
Js it, sir, can it be in the heart of an American statesman, to 
check in its progress, or crush in its infancy, a social and po- 
litical system, which has tendencies and fruits like this?. But, 
sir, I find myself tempted, by themes so full of hope, ta wan- 
der, as seme may think, into subjects having a bearing upon the 
immediate question, tco remote to justify their discussion bere, 
1 beg to remind this Touse that: the bill now before it isa part, 
small, indeed, but still a part of a systeny of policy which long 
ago you established for the Western country, which ‘hitherto 
you have cherished, and which. aided by the patient; persever- 
ina Jabor of your Xle there, has produced he happy resolta 
which Ihave so hastiiy and imperfectly laid before you. 1 feei 
an assured confidence drat I do not plead in vain to an Ameri 
can Congress in such a ‘cause. Still should I unhappily be 
mistaken in this, conscious of the rectitude of my own mo- 
tives, I shall cheerfully submit to whatever decision: it shall 
please the House to make. 


z a OTRAS 


CONTINUATION OF TES CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


REMARKS OF MR. WILLIAMS, 
Or TENNESSEE, 7. 
In.the House of Representatives, Friday, April 18, 138— 
: The House having again resumed the consideration of ibe 
tbill making appropriations for the continuation ofthe Cum- 
berland road through Ohio, Indiana, and Hiinois:”? the ques- 
tion pending being the metion of Mr. Unpgrwoop, of-Ker-- 
tucky, to vecomunit the bill to the Commitee of Ways aud 
Means, with instructions to report, in. lieu. thereof, a bill to, 
piovice for the surrender of said road to the States through: 
which it passes—~ _ A P die 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee addressed the House.as fol 
lows: F r E { 
Mr. Speaker: Idesire to make a few reme 


ks pan the sub- 


| ject now under consideration. In. faci, sir, it was my -wish: to 


have done so this morning, befrte the previous quesudn put a 
stop tothe debate. lam aware that Irise.to address the House 
‘under very unfavorable circumstances; still carnot perniit.the 
occasion to pass without expressing to the honorable gentleman 
trom Kentucky {Mr. Unperwoop] my sincere. thanks for ihe 
motion ke has made to recommut this bill to the Commitice of 
Ways and Means, with instructions te report a billsurrenderin 

to the States through which: it passes the Cumberland road. 
Should the motion prevail, or should the appropriation be re- 
fused by this House, I shalt hail itas the. harbinger of better 
and purer days-—] shall view it as a new era in the history. of 
our national affairs, and shall proudly, and gladly, proclaim to 
my constituents that the Jong agony is over; that the corrupt 


: improvements by the General Government hasreceived its gule- 
When my friend from Kentucky made his. motion, Í im- 
seized upon thë fond idea thas the representatives 


and corrupting i 


tus. 
mediately 
fiom the gallant 


the circumstances with 


_ and surrendera 


> delight, to the necessity of the times... The pleasure that was 
imparted to me from that view of 
. ration. The vote of to-day, which exhibits a division in her 
yaoks, coupled with the able and ingenious speech made a few 
days ago by-a-distinguished member of that State, (Gov. Porg,] 
proves most conclusively that F was ‘oo eager in arriving at 


. that conclusion: 


alladed, not only instructed, put amused this House; and from 
“the rough draught of the spendi system of internal impreve- 
mentthat he presented to this House, 
ready and willing to adopt and support, he must certainly think 
- that day -has dawned never to close. 1 
„casc, : For, in my humble opinion, if ever there was.a time 


in the. history o0 


of command should be given 
tion to their moneyed ‘coucerns, we stand pre-eminently 
qualifiéd and ready to receive and obey. 
-oft the. distinguished 


SERGEANT, | we 


off by shin-plasters. $ 
to give to my remarks a- partisan Cast; 
present Administration accountable as the sole authors and sup- 


porters ofthe ex 


come theorder of the day r; 
My own observation, and the journals ot your House—nay, sir, 


the vote of this d 
True, sir, I ho! 


string.of bold, hi-h-handed, and unne: 
gave the first impulse to a 


” with a-tictitious 


` 


your Treasury to. ove: flow; but candor compels me to admit 
that Admmistration and anti- Administration men enough to con 
stitute a majority in this Louse, not only nibbled at the bait, but 


they.. seized hoo 


tongues as a sweet morsel. y 
plenty, both ih our private and public relation: 


extravagance, W 


water will run down hill. 
countable for not having attempted to arrest Gils saw ul 


when plenty has 


haps they are both to be pitied and, to some extent, pardoned; |) 


tor I know it is 


wasted his fortune, to lower hi 
in his means; and this reforming 
tion would.be much and deeply mortified to acknowledge to tbe. |i 
“American people that'they bad. been humbugging them in reta- 
-Won.te the expen: d x 
mised not-to give to my rematksä parusan cast, and, in order 
to keep from violating my promise, 


ofthe subject. 
ef internal impro 


lity, for T mostheartily with the able chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, | Mr. Mercer] that Congress has the 
power to appropriate T } 

that which is embraced in the bill now under consideration; but 


even if had my 


(being a mere mushroom, that has sprung 
ence irom the growth of a night, and will, perhaps, 
another, to get up here and gravely attempt to prove the un. 


constitutionality 
Ahis Governuient 


commencement 0 


casions: declared 
myself to avow 
springs from 


constitutionality 


would be presumption in me. | i 
sent occasion to detain this House with any expose Í might be |! 
able to make of the unjustand unequal operation of the system 


of internal imp 


addressing the House, was to appeal to the members to stay all 


appropriations o 
That itis an Imt 
of the General € 


an acknowledged fit that the expenses of the Government are 


annually increas 
ing; andin 1842 
duty ou foreign i 


Je is the received and universal opinion, 1 believe, that when 
that period arrives, the revenue (0 the Government through 


that channel wil 


great danger that the favorite 
money than. is indispensably necessary 
Government will be rushed to the contr 


place of an over 


atea national debt? i l$ 
Bin Lhave anxiously looked for a move from some quarter | 


of this House to 


sir, my colleague and friend [Mr. CARTER} has introduced some , 
general resolado’ 


“ment, but they 
your table. 


ject; no, on the co 


Jeading and exp 
(forgetting fora 
sociations,) ma 


the object contemplated by the comprot ; 
patriotism and intelligence enough in this House to bring about 
Jt must be, sir, it cannot be otherwise, that much 


that result. 


useless and unnec er ee 
conduct, be lopped off. [do not want to see a curtailing that |i 


woul prove detrimental to the public good; of the coiwrary, I 


Wwant.to see the 
ened anian ex 


partizan polities ofthe 
“that way only 
row havering over us; and : 
‘ghack'the present rendency ol things, by 1842, instead of the in 
come and expenses of the Generai Government meeting upon a 


at 


level as was fondly believed, the debit side will Jap over consi- 


derably.. That 


April, 1838. 
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the unjust workings e 
say to the honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Roserr- 
gon,] that hisage aod tajents entite his opinions to the highest 
deference and respect. 


q wani not an injadicious movement upon this sub- 


ke a united and vigerang effort to consummate 


Cumberland Road—Mr. Southgate. 


nfivence of a wide-spread system of internal nogentieman will deny. Thea Lask this House if they arewil: 


vote $459,000 for the continuation ofthe Cumberland road, wher 
State of Kentucky were determined to bow to 


which their. country. was surrounded, 
system that know they have cherished’ with 


of the Government, as well as individuals, to look at their 
nieang before they engage inexpense either for ornament or 
„profit. ‘lhen.sir, let us look fora few moments at the condi- 
tion of your Treasury, This report which I hoid in my hand 
„exhibits the probable income and expenses of the Government 
for the present year—the income is estimated at $31,800,000, the 


ihe subject was of short du- 


deficit of near a million of dollars; it will also be recollected that 
even millions of Treasury notes, authorized to be issued by the 
act of October last, is estimated among the resources of the Go- 
verninent. ‘The chairman of the Commitee of Ways and 
Means had as good aright to estimate the ten millions of Trea- 
sury notes now proposed to be issued by the biil upon your ta- 
ble as the seven millions. If you will deduct the seven millions, 
this reportexhibits a deficit in the resources of the Goernment, 
for the present year, of near ten millions of dollars. Let me ask 
this House, when will a change take place for the better? Never, 
I fear, unless you reduce your expenses as well. as 
your income. Here let me say to my political friends that 
ihe chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, the 
acknowledged leader of the Administration party iù this 
House, insists in his report that’ the ‘estimate of the ex- 
penses for the year can be lessened two or three millions of 
dollars. Are they willing that the organ of this extravagant 
e al Administration shall exhibit to the country greater evidence- on 
wayagant mods of appropriation that has be- the ecore of economy than they? If so, those who refuse to 
during the last six or seven years. join in the reduction should stop their denunciation upon the 
subject of extravagance. T also wish this House. to reco}Ject 
that we are now in the midst of an experiment—notthe explote 
one, sir—] mean the compromise tariff. Two favorite otjecis it 
was thought would be effected by. this compromise, Fret, it «as 
thought to be an important matter tolessen the resources o‘ the 
Government, and thereby put a step to the scramble. that was 
here wazed for the surplus revenue. Nobody seemed to deubt 
that such astate of things would beget corru tion. Another 
great object was to allay the excitement that had been produred 
Dy the adoption of the protective policy. This compromise 
act ig not yet matured ; and while the friends of the matin iac- 
turing interest. so far as 1 know or believe, are confident that 
they have sufficient age to live under the operation of the eem- 
promise, would it not be strange, passing strange, thata reform. 
ing Administra-tion would have to revive this exciting que tion 
jn order to act out its economical wants? Ihope the cup willbe 

‘ n c permitted to pass, for,sir, the peace. prosperity, and perman ucy 
extremely hard for a spendthrift, after he has of the Union are involved to a considerable extent in that gnes- 
xpenses, and bring them y th- tion, When 1842 arrives, ifyour Government isin debt, ar-tan 
and economical Administra- increase tax has to be resorted to, my life on the issue that the 
„protective policy will be revived, not for the purpose of pro- 
tecting your manufactories, but for the purpose ef covering 
your profligacy. What a strange spectacle this would present 
to the American people. While the party in power are studi- 
_ ously endeavoring to make-the people believe that, if they are 
turned out of pewer, the friends, of the manu facturing interest 
would come in and revive the odious tarifi, they, themselves, 
are galloping down the hill of insolvency; which will ten times 
more assuredly revive the tariff. For myself, sir, knowing that 
i: ig the anxious wish of my country that the expenses of the 
€ Government should be brought down, I will vote against all ap- 
1 would feel ashamed propriations that can possibly be dispensed with, regardless of 

into political exist- when or on whom the honor 
wither in from a retin to the days of economy ; for although I feel an 
ar xious solicitude for the success of ny political. friends, yet I 
trust } feel a greater solicitude for the peace and prosperity of 
my conatry. 1 have said as much or more than I designed to 
say when I arose to address the House ; Iwill, therefore con- 
clude by expressing my earnest hope that the appropriation 
| will be refused. and that the bill will be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means with the proposed instructions. 


The honorable gentleman to whom Ihave just 


and declared. himself 
Far otherwise is the 


God’s earth when the word 
to halt, ond form, in rela- 


f any natioi on 


In the language 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
are dead aground, and will have to be floated 
It is.not my purpose, Mr. Speaker, 
nor do } hold-the past or 


will prove that both parties are blameable. 
Administration accountable for a 
y measures, that 
state of things that surrounded us 
ant an unhealthy prosperity, which caused” 


ay 
d the past 


= 


sinker, and all, and twisted it under their 
or am J surprised at this; for 
of life, begets 
.vainty that |i 
wb guhonac: |} 


k; 


ith almost the same wn: 
T hold the preser: 


vanished, and bankruptcy has ensued. 


ses-uf the Government. - Though. I have pro- 
1 must pass to another view.’ 
1 am not, Mr. Speaker, opposed to the sys:em 
vements on the grounds of its unconstitu dena- 


money for precisely such purposes as 


doubts upon the subject, 


of a measure thathas received the sanction of 
ost every session of Congress since the 
the Government. Saving on all proper oc- 
his opinion to my constituents, it is dve to 
them here, and declare that my opposition 
of the system. Allow me to 


REMARKS OF MR. SOUTHGATE OF KY. 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE rose, and said: 

Mr. Speaker: It was no! my purpose to have spoken for the 
first time on this question; nor do I now iniend to elaborate an 
argumentin support of the bill. But, sir, the extraordinary 
proposition of my colleague, {Mr. Unperwoop,]} and his yet 
mote extraordinary argument, compel me to come to the res- 
cue of my own principles, ard to sustain, in opposition to his 
A vat y | acknowledged power in debate, feebly, but firmly, on my part, 
ing, and its annual income gradually decreas ji those primary principles which Kentucky, so far as i am ad- 
if the compromise tariff is not disturbed, the vised, never has, and never intends to surrender. We may be 
wportation wilt be collected according to value. |! compelled for a time to abondon them; but, sir, Kentucky never 
wil! despair in her efforts to restore to our once prosperous 
but now. aflicted country those great questions of power and 
of policy which have fallen in the din of party strife, and now 
Hie in ruins before us, a melancholy spectacle of the folly of the 
times. $ 

Tt was but yesterday, sir, when Kentucky was a unit in opi- 
rion, in relation to the great question involved in this bill. 
To-day I find myself in a minority. 

[Here one of the Kentucky delegation remarked, you are 
mistaken, a majority of us have vated for the bill.] - 

Irejoice that it isso. T feel a proud satisfaction that Ken- 
tucky has not yet cowered under the influences that we know 
ave exerting here to defeat this bill. The principle, yes, sir, 
the vital principle is indivisible. and hence F regard the propo- 
sition aud argument of my colleague as founded in a selfish- 
sess of purpose not characteristic of himself, or of the State 
from which he comes. He proposes to abandon this road, and 
surrender the jurisdiction to the States, in its present unfinished 
condition, and upon what principle? Not because we have not 
the mosey and cannot get it; not because we are released from the 
moral and legal obligation to extend this road tothe Mississippi: 
pot because the advantages of this road to the commerce and 
social intercourse of the East and West are not apparent; not 
4 because we have not the constitutional power; not because the 
imove made by the practised arm ofan en gnt road is not national; but, sir,strange to tell, because Green ri- 
perienced statesman, free as possibie from the ver and Big Burren river are not embraced and have not 
day. For, sir, itis my opinion that in received the kind and fostering care of the Genera} Government, 
from a nations debt presen'ed and pressed as they have been in past times to the 
effort Is nace £0 favorable consideration of Congress, with all his zeal and enerey! 
Sir, F will not stop to inquire whether Kentucky. has had 
her full share of the public money. I know she has not; but is 
thatan argument why we shail withhold from other parts of owr 
} own West that which in justice and right belongs to them. 


Hence, sir, his cailing iuto question the jj 
of.this doctrine sits well upon. him, while it |f 
i Į feel no disposition on the pre- 


rovements, The only object Ibad in view in 
f this kind, if not forever, atleast for a ume. 
vortant matter to curtail the current expenses 
overnmentall parties and all sides agree. itis 


Jbe gredtly diminished. Then, sir, isthere sot {| 
ite ‘doctrine of not collecting more | 

for the support of the |; 

extreme, and, in the 
flowing Treasury, we wiil be compelled tfre- 


tessen the expenses of the Goverament. 


True, | 
onsof inquiry upon the subject of retrench- 


are permitted to sleep the sleep of death upon 


tyary, I would be pleased, indeed, to see the 
aced members of this House, op both sides, 


er ) 
if they could not forever, their party as- 


time, 


se tariff. There is 


y expense can, by a proper course of 


‘can this country: be saved 
unless an 


there is a probability that such will be the case 
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: ling, under all the circumstances thatsurround this question, to. 


‘there is no pressing necessity for its completion? Tt is the duty- 


. expense of the year is estimated at $32,230,000, which shows a | 


_ system founded in esmpact, 


may attach, should any follow - 


-The people of the West have paidinte ihe public ‘Treasury, 
since the year 1816, upwards of eighty millions *of dollars for 
public lands, besides their full share in the consumption of those 
articles of foreign production upon which the tariff operated. 
They have submitted to- the erection of cordons of forts, tight- 
housés, beacons, and other Northern: and: Bastern-improve- 
ments on the seacoast and_ elsewhere, for: the“ prol ö 
people and the sécurity of commerce., Yielding to the force of 
circumstances they-could not contro}, they-have been truly the 
Shewers of. wood and drawers of water’? forovher more favored 
partsof the country; and now, sir, when they. demand for'you, 
not a favor, but-the fulfilment and executich of your Own con 
tract, the performance of that for which you have long-since re- 
ceived: a valuable consideration, they ate told, not-by the man 
of the North, but by one of her own gre. “Tam determined to 
abandon you, because Green ‘river and Big Barren river. have 
not long since received their share.of the public money.”” And, 
sir, the South is invoked to aid Kentucky in her zeal ‘to. end a 
rs and carried out thus farin good 
faith; and they come with congratulations that this abominable 
symtem 1s about to be surrendered and sacrificed on. the altar of 
public.opinion; but they come not with an. argument against 
the policy; not with reasoning and deduction Saw from the 
Constitution, that commerce means a traffic, confined to the cea 
and not to the land; not that this road is sectional, ‘and that only 


some six or more States are interes'ed and to be benefited by 


its construction; not that the Governmentifitself might not 
in winter or autumn use this road for the purpose‘of. transmit- 
ing supplies and munitions of war for the-protectios,. of our 
frontier, when our rivers were closed with ice, or the supply of 
water insufficient; not protesting that the. South itself had not 
always apposed this road upon bigh constitutional ground, and 
resisted it because. it was partial, sectional, and selfish: ‘no, sir, 
with no such arguments as these, but with threats that we are 
“digging mines which will produce an explosion that may 
shake our political fabric!” | And are these the argauments we 
are called upon to answer? Are we to’be-threatened and forced 
to abandon this road, surrender our long-cherished opinions and 
our policy, and, above all, our plighted faith, becansè, by pos- 
sibility, the tariff may hereafter be increased; anid, aga conse- 
quence, the fear ofa Southern earth nake? 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. orsEY] gravely ‘remind. 
ed us the other day that if we persisted ‘in this measure he 
would not be answerable for coneequencas; that something se. 
rious might follow; dissolution seemed to be squinted at.~ Well, 
gir, I confess that Lam tired of these continued sectional denun- 
ciations, thrown out in terrorem to act upon usin the discharge 
of our high and responsible trust. 1 can tell the gentleman 
from Georgia he mistakes the character of the people of the 
West, if he supposes they are to be driven from their purpose 
by threats as to coasequences. No, sir. Give us an argument; 
we will listen to you. If we have wronged yon tell us how, 
when, of what you complain; give us the “story of your mis- 
fortunes,” and, if we have done you injustice, most cheerfully 
will we retrace our steps; but do not, I beseech you, do not 
threaten us with your volcanoes. We can be persuaded, but 
notdrivenor frightened. We compromiced the tariff with you 
because you said you were injured; and now you say that you 
forced us, you compelled us, to yield; and, emboldened. by- that. 
experiment, you are making another, Tregret that J am com- 
Pee thus to notice the argument, if argument it can be 
called. : 2 : > 

But we are told that tMis appropriation ought not to be made 
because the Treasury is empty; that is no fault of mine, nor has 
Kentucky had anyagency in producing it; nor is it necessary 
T should stop to inquire who has. The poople are now busily 
engaged on this question themselves; they are’ determined to 
know where the money is, and why aud wherefore this state of 
things exists.. One thing we dò know, and that is, that some 
few of the defaulting receivers of public moneys, not now im 
office, have more thah doubled the amount proposed to be ap- 
propriated by this bill in their hands. Yes, sir, upwards of one 
million of dollars: .. Whether we shall ever get this. money or 
any part of it, I know not; it would ‘seem to. Be doubtful, from 
the fact that in oneor mere instinecs the. defaulter owes up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty thongand dolars, and the Go- 
vernment has security for twenty thousand oaly! How much 
more of the public money is in the hands of the two thousand 
and upwards of defaulting postinasters and receivers of the cus- 
toms, not now in office, I will npon some more fit occasion en- 
deavorto.show. And, sir, when the veil shall be remeved from 
the new swarm who are fore in office, and the amount reported 
for which they aie liable and unable to pay, the people will Le 
able to see where a few more millions of thelr money have conc, 
But this is not the question before the Housé, Iwe have not. 
got the money, then the appropriation, if made, cennot be apt 

lied; but it isour duty to provide the means, becaues we so- 
emnly agreedto make the read, have performed part ef the 
contract, and yet we are tuid We aught not to fulfil it, fur fear 
the tariff may be increased, and for fear also a great political 
Southern tornado may sweep over our land. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a certain furioso kort of argument re- 
sorted to by certain Southern genUemen that f regret to hear. 
If we dare name the tariff ov internal improvements, they are 
thrown into ecatacies, and we are warned, nay more threaten: 
ed; and they tell us oftheir rights, and, “knowing thelr rights, 
dare to maintain them,” It has ofieis occurred to me, sin that 
some of the political notions of the day are somewhat atmos- 
pheric, or tinctured with the pounds, shillings, and pence con: 
sideration. I listened the other day to the gentieman from 
‘Arkansas, (Mx. YELL] when he was so earnestly engaged in 
discoursing about economy, and reform, and retrenchment, 
and who seemed to have taken upon himself the paternity of 
that measure. Now, slr, he said nothing about the want of 
economy, or constitutional power, touching. this sppropriatien; 
he votes for this bill; in fact, he sees no want ofeconomy or 
constitutional power t make a road in Arkansas, provided you 
wil] callita military road. You find Ohio, Indiana, Iinois, 
and Missouri, men of all parties, a!l voting for-this bi}; no sup- 
posed want of power or noticns of economy tan induce ihem 


-to vote against thia bill; all conscientious scruples are removed; 


notevenanemply tmasury reerains them. Rut. sir, Ihave 
said more already than I intended to have said; andin es: clue 
sion, permit me to remark, that apprepriatiois to this road, 
der the faith of the compact and agreement, made by this Go- 
vernment with the people then inhabiting a wilderness, but 
now grown full ofstrength and power, have been mace ts 
most every Congress, and approve: by every President {rom 
the days of Jefferson to Jackson, and at periods when a lai ge 
national debt was hanging over us. And now, sir, [demand to 
know, will you abandon this road? Will you tell that people 
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Seminole War.— Mr. Wise, Downing. 


who have never forsaken their comtry in the hour of her peril, 
tbat you have now forsaken them? No, sir, you caunot, con- 
sistent with the rnimutable principles of justice, and, for one, as 
long as} have the honor of asval here, I will curry out in ‘good 
faith that which our fathers so wisely commenced, and that 
which- F belisve will promote the welfare of our common 
country, * : 


DEBATE ON THE SEMINOLE WAR, - 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
| Tuesday, January 24, 1838. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, cn leave, reported a bill making a par- 
tial appropriation for the suppression of Indian hostilities for 
the year £833. 

fhe bit haviog been read twice, Mr, C., sent to the Clerk’s ta- 
bie, to be read, a Tetter from the Secretary of War, and another 
trom the Acting Quargermaster General, seiting forth the abso- 
lute necessity for an immediate appropriation. : > 

The bill having been commited— 

Dr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of the rules, (0 en- 
able him lo submita motion that the House go into Commitice 
of the Whole oa that, and the bill for the protection of the north- 
ern frontier, . 

Mr. WISE inquired if the motion was adebateable one. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. WISE said if it had, he should have offered some ob- 
jections1o going into comritice on this bill, forhe saw no reason 


for taking up a partial bill, when there wasa general dill already 
betore the House. : : : 
Mr. CAMBRELENG might be permitted, after the remark of 


the sonleman from Virginia. to repeat what he had before said, 
that, when the other bill came up, he anticipated a general de- 
bate; but the necessity of the present biji was shown from the 
fact chat the War Department had rothing w pay but drafts, 
and they were returning protested. ; 

Mr. WISE. If the appropriation is now made, there will be 
nothing to debate about. à 

Mr. BELL had examined, as well as he could, the grounds 
upon which this partial appropriation was made; and he Delieved 
that there was a necessity for some amount how much, it would 
be for the Louse to ascertain. 

Mr. CamareLeno’s motion was agreed to, and the House ac- 
cordingly weat into Committec of the Whole où the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Connor in the chair, ) aid proceeded to the conside- 
iauion of the above bill. 

As soon as it had been read by the Clerk, 

My WISE rose to address the committee in opposition to the 
measure ia the form in which it was preseuted. ‘Chis, said he. 
is justsuch abill as LTexpected. [tis jr this way that all 
the immense suns of the puldic money. which have already 
beenexpended on this War have been extracted, like teeth, froma 
this House. They wait to the last moment, when debt has 
accumulated till payment canuot any longer be deferred, and 
then, at tue pinch of necessity, we are told we musi pay, orthe 
credit ot the couotey will sutor. In this way there have been 
dragged from us the nine vr ten millions of dollars which have 
already lavished on this disgraceful, wicked, fatacontest.. We 
have just been told here, by the Delegate from Florida, that the 
regular troops of our Army are without their pay, and that the 
disbanded militia are in the samesituation, ‘Task how much 
will ultimately be required for this war when this is the state 
of matters after all the sums we.bave appropriated? Will any 
company, any- capitalist, or moneyed combination of men, be 
willing: to take thirty millions, and agvie to pay the expenses 
which bave already been incurred? Rany gentleman here 
undertake lo tal us how much if 3 already? 
I here take the responsibility, a t it oun to de- 
© 


lare in my place that I will noi, with my own knowledge, 
till we have some details, some 
penditure of what has already 
itec of Ways and Means in- 
Deci spent? 
ae 


ste oge dollar more for it, 
jutchligible account as to the 
been given. Has the © 


Will they tell this 
ts are +t this moment lying idle 
s for theit hire of many thousands of 
us know how many hacpies are 
of Government in that Territory? 
atali} I have information from 
ich are now within reach, gen- 
tlemen recently from the spot, and new in this city, and who 
will come forward and tostify, if you will grant the investiga- 
tion I have demanded—which assure me that there is, at this 
moment, no war in Florida, bui that which is kept up by the 
Government off rnd by Che people who are battening and 
fattening on the money of the nation voted by this House to 
prosceute that war, ‘These Cherekee mediators, whoin you 
eraployed, whom y thdvawe, and whom you have 
treatad with such bi seizing and binding the Semi- 
nme chiels whom t i i 
th you, while th 
their heads. “These rk 


dollars a day? Wil 
now feasting on the sy 
Is there, in fact, a war ther 
the best sources, source, 


w 


of wuce was yet nying over 
3 teil youthat the Semiuotes de: 
sire peace. Sir, itis acts like these, acts of base and double 
perfidy, fi media and then to the Semi- 
nole chiefs, Men who ot to have been taught morality by 
your examples as civilized mea, professing to be christians,~i 
ts these things whieh up thar disgraceful war which is 
wasting and desolating your Southern frontier. Will not this 
House inguire how the millions wel en have been made 
away with? For one, las an Ame on, feel sufficiently 
ced already by this base, dishor and disasirous con- 
test, and I will not budge one step farther until matters are ex- 
plained. Let the troops wait: if all. the money ts wasted which 
should have paid them, let them wait. Icannot help it. I will 
not give another dollar üH we have the money accounted for, 
Mr. DOWNING, the deleg or Florida, addressed the 
House in reply. [Owing to his very inconvenient situation, in 
one corner of the Fouse and on the opposite side of the Speak- 
ers chair, thé first part of his remar!s waz in a great degree 
Jost to the reporter. He subsequent moved his plage, and 
was better heard} He said. he: felt himself called upon, by the 
remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, who had declared that 
he wouid vote no further supply till some account was siven, 
to vindicale the course of the Administration jn the conduct of 
this Seminole war. The gentleman had stigmatized the ad- 
visers and conductors of it from the beginning, and had charac- 
terized the war itself as base and wicked in its origin, disastrous 
in its progress, arid almost ridiculous in its conclusion. Now, 
as to the commencement of this contest, it had been based upon 
a treaty. made between the United States and the Seminole tribe 


_ Whose escutcheon no stain, no stigma, 


of Indians; a treaty which had been entered into-by their great 
leading chiefs, which had never ‘been disavowed, and against 
the fairness of which not a whisper had ever been heard, as 
having been obtained by fraud, or by the dealing-out of whis- 
key. Thetreaty had been made by à man whose character in 
his own. country was _Unimpeached and unimpeachable; . to 
dare attach; he meant 
James Gadsden. It was a transaction which could not be said 
tohavebeen hurried over with a view to deceive; it had been 
entered into coolly, and with full deliberation. It was therein 
provided that ceriain chiefs of the Seminole tribe should go, and 
with their own eyes view the country to which they were in: 


vited to remove, and which they were to receive in exchange’ 


for the lands they were to relinquish. The provision was com-. 


plied with. The delegation did go, and on their return acceded > 


to the treaty; as. did afterwards the Seminole nation. Was 
there any thing Jike frawtin this? But aherwards, when. the 
land was to be delivered up in exchange for our money and 
other lands, they acted as Indians are found to act iu every case 
—they failed to comply. They took the money, and after they 
had wasted it, then they said there was fraud. This wag their 
usual course; they would do so in every Case. Andnow, after 
these wretches had thus broken the treaty, murdered our citi- 
zens, burnt our property, and ravaged and burnt our towns, 
now gentlemen refused to appropriate any more money to carry: 
on the war. It was very true that the progress of the war had 
been unfortiate. It bad been prolonged beyond the expecta- 
tions of any human being; but let him say to gentlemen who 
complained so vehemently of its ill success, that it had been 
thus prolonged by them. 

Mr. D. said that they had prevented the Administration from 
using eflectually the means in their power, from ending the 
war by brisk and energetic means, in pushing the enemy to ex- 
tremity, by so.acting on public opinion as to create sympathy 
for the savages, and (hus force the Government to listen to 
long anddciusive parleys for peace, and to. waste precious time 
in so doing; and this out of syimpathy—sympathy ‘entertained 
by gentlemen who, living fur at the North, know: little or no- 
thing of the real state ofthe matter, He repeated the assertion, 
that all the procrastination complained of bad been justly 
chargeable on Northern men. From them came the cry to let 
these poor deviis have time; yes, let them have time, do not 
press them to remove. This sympathetic cry was heard all 
over the North, from the pulpit andthe press. ‘There was no 
sympathy withthe Southern white man, no feeling: for those 
who had suffered, whose estates had been ravaged, and their 
families butchered in cold blood. Yes; had these Indians been 
placed, as they ought to have been, under the jurisdiction of 
the law; had ‘they, when they had perpetrated their savage 
murders of women. and children, been handed over to the civil 
magistrate, the war might long ago have been ended. But no, 
the public sentiment at the North called. for sympathy—for 
sympatby with any thing that had color, whether red or black. 
When the wives and children of white men were butchered 
mercy and without provocation, were there any overflowings 
of this tendersympathy forthem? Ob! no, it was all for the 
Tn-lians and negroes; here, above all, it boiled and bubbled over 
in abundance. 

The gentleman from Virginia had said that the people of Flo- 
rida wero battening and growing fat on the spoils of the Go- 
vernment. Ne wished he could carry that gentleman to the 
spot, and could show him the desolate fields, the streets crowd- 
ed with fugitives from the scalping knife of the Indian. Fat- 
tening! Where could the people af Florida find the means of 
making money out of this war? What had they wherewith to 
supply the Government? with provisions? horses? mules? 
Theiv fields were ravaged, their property laid waste, their 
horses driven off, their country a wilderness. Iad the gentle- 
man been able to prove a single item of all the charges made 
of these people fattening on Government spoils? The House 
had heard one story of wagons hired at $10.4 day that might 
have been got for $5: and they had heard another about certain 
frauds in Alabama, where a Governmeutagent made a contract 
and put a balance inhisown pocket. But was il for the peo- 
ple of Florida to be abused and taunted for this? The gentle- 
man, he was very sure, did not know their true situation? 
When the very meansof life were taken from them, were they 
to be told that they were battening on spoit? On what test- 
mony had the gentleman made sych acharse? Whatever it 
might be, no man who knew the facts could believe the cherge 
for a moment: and he felt assured that the gentleman himself, 
from his known candor, would, when better informed, retract 
the charge. 

Mr. Wise here interposed to explain. He had not charged 
the people of Florida, or any body in particular: he declared 


that there had been a lavish and enormous expenditure of mo-. 


ney, and had called the House to inquire, ‘Lhe charge of fate 
tebing on the public spoils was pointed more particularly at 
Government Contractors. 

Mr. Downrxa resumed. In the whole Fi 
there was not a single Government contractor; whether for 
horses, skot, or provisions . The contractors were to be found 
where the supplies were to be furnished, but there were no sup- 
plies to be furnished from the wasted fields of Florida. It was 
in Kentucky the gentleman must look for the contractors for 
horses; in New York and Charleston for the contractors for pro- 
visions. Where did the public money go to? Not to the poor 
seutiers in Flonda. Ail they got of it was £6 a month as the 
price of their sweat and their blood, and even that poor pittance 
the gentleman wasfor refusing to pay. Was that the justice of 
this Government? After the people of Florida had undergone 
the toil and danger of the field, and had been regularly discharg- 
ed, were they not even to receive this poor $6 a month? 

Mr. Wiss again interposed. He had not said that. He had 
said, let the Government pay all necessary contracts; but, bo- 
fore they appropriated more, even for these poor citizens of 
Florida, let Congress take some steps to get at an account of the 
expenditure of its money; and. not jet the harpies- hover over 
that suffering region, and devour what ought to go to pay these 


errilory of Florida 


troops. 
Mr. Downine said let Congress give the money, and the peo- 
ple of Florida would see to that. The difficulty with them had 


been the impossibility of getting the Government’s money ont of 


the hands of the disbursing officers, for want of an acquaintance 
with all the formalities of office,of which they knew nothing. 
They had been in this way kept out of their just dues unul 
their very heart was sick. - 

But what did the gentleman from Virginia proposet 
after he had got a committee of. investigation; after they had 
called ffor persons and papers from all parts ofthe universal 
world; aftcr he-had there discussed this whole mass of evi- 


Why, 
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dence; after the committee hadanade-a Jong: 3. nay, two 
reports, why, then, and not tf chen, the troaps.in: Florida-were 
to receive their money. Now, Mr: Ws plan. would be, first, let 
. the Government pay ajust debt and énd the: war, ‘and. (hen go 
on and canvass, and censure, and impeach; whoever ‘deserved 
punishment..:.Had-he [Mr.-D.} the management of matters, he 
-would certainly give the gentleman a committee to:his-own full 
satisfaction—a committee. of his own. choice; and not Jet:the 
friends.of the Administration make the ‘report; because; how. 
ever true it might be, coming: from them it would have titile 


if weight with the public. Give thegendeman hisown: commit: 


tee, and then, humble as Mr. D. was, he-pledged Himself to-be 
able to justify this Government against the world in every act it 
had authorized in thisNeminole war. It might have been de’ 
ceived by agents at a distance, whom it was obilged to trust: and 
to believe. But had not itsarmy been commanded by some of- 
the Geuerals of highest standing in thé-service?. ‘Wasthe Quar- 


|. inhabitants of. Florida, who lived almost in the midst of 1h 


i 
i} that the troops in the Territory were not sufficient: 
i X 


| an avalanche upon tiè astonished "people, inmi 


termaster Generala corrupt person? Would any inan say it?, 
As to the hire of wagons, &c, was the country to“be told that, 
because nearly a thousand militia officers had been: employed, 
and many of. them froni nevéssity made disbursing officers, this 
was made a reproach upon the Government? Were ‘his con. 
stituents.to be publicly abused on the floor of Congress for this? 
These things, if true, do not attach to the skirts of the: Govern- 
ment. ‘What unjust and legal claim had- been passed by the 
Departments? What Quarterniaster had been proved guilty of 
malfeasance? Was the Goverament to be held answerable: for 
all the acts of these thousand militia officers? Were charges to 
be publicly made here based on anonymous letters—anony- 
mous, at least, to-the House? E 
(Mr. Wise here said the Jetters to which. he had referred 
were not anonymous; -and he had produced affidavits, with the 
-names of the witnesses signed to them.] a 
Mr. D. said all that migshtbe so; let-the gentleman carry: this : 

testimony tu (he proper public officers, and if the charges were 
proved fraudulent, he was very sure they ‘would not be passed 
at the Departments. If the real object’ of the-gentleman was 
to prevent frauds, that: wae his obvious course. If his. papers 
were not presented at the Departinent, he onght.notto com- 


i plain if the Government did not notice them. If the gentleman 


had had no experience in these matters, Mr- D. would willingly 
lend him his. j . ESD A i $ 

[Mr. Wise said he had:had experience of his own, which 
was quite enough to warn him from trusting, at least, one of the 
Departments. ] : pe - - 

Mr. D. resumed, and said he had always believed the genUe- 
man from Virginia to be an.upright, worthy man, who aimed 
at doing justicc; he never‘had entertained any other opinion of 
him; but it was Mr. D’s firm belief that his own knowledge of 
tne Indian character was better by. far than that gentleman’s. ' 
He had lived very near the hidiàns forten yedrs; and itewas. his: 
deliberate conviction that, if the Cherokees had wever gone to 
Florida, this war would have:been ended: before. this time. 
Those mediators, of whom thé gentleman spoke só warmly, 
had peace en their lips here, and war there, Mr. D. had re- 
ceived letters, which were not anonymous, Which stated that 
Jumper and Altizator, two of the Seminole chiefs, declared that 
the Cherokees had told them that, if they would only hold on 
ull the spring, Congress would appropriate no more money, 
and they could hold the country. He hav three letters, which 
confirmed this statement, and similar statements had been pub- 
lished in Florida. . Sam Jones, the celebrated chief who now 
held out, would have come in with the others but for this as- 
surance. And had not these Cherokees proved true prophets? 
Had not the House refused to appropriate, save in the most 
pressing emergency? If the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means had not been fearful of the state of feeling in 
tho House, he would not have been driven to bring in a partial 
appropriation, like that now asked fòr. - ` ie 

ue gentleman had said, a few days sincé, that we had 10,000 
troops in Florida, and that there were more soldiers there than 
the entire number of the Seminoles, chiefs, equaws and pa- 
pooses inciuded. ‘This might be so; Mr. D. was pot sure of 
their nambers, But he had always heard that, in conducting a 
war, if 10,000 were found insufficient, the proper course was to 
send 20,000. But gentlemen now said, that if 10,000 were found 
not to be enough, withdraw all ofthem but 2,000 or 3,000! Now; 
whether these Seminoles were in a fair field or foul, in swamps 
or in hammocks, or wherever they might be, one thing was cer- 
tan, thatthey were like the hishman’s flea, when you put your 
hand upon them they were not there; and ‘therefore the army ” 
had to be divided into different portions, and therefore a greater 
number of troops was necessary. Would the. gentleman, to 
sive a few dollars for an Administration which was lately 
charged with havingso much money that it was not safe to 
trust it in their hands, send buta few troops where many were 
needed, and thus risk oy sacrifice white lives? And all Jor eco- 
nomy! Why, bat yesterday, and it had. been said that the war 
was just; that the barbarities of these Indians wore’ such: that 
| they must be put dawn; bet now Mr. D. had teamed, for thee- 
first time, whai the justice’of a war was; a war was just. upto 
five millions of dollars; yes, up to that amount the war was 
just; but if itis went over five millions it was unjust and we 
must investiga JA jaugh.} The Seminoles were said to ‘be 
| oppressed! ‘This was the first time he had heard the war spo- 
ken of in that strain. After suffering all that bis’ constituente 
had done at the hands of these savages, the poor Indians were to 
be piticd! and part of the Territory of Florida. must te given up 
rather than carry the war any farther. If it had been proposed ” 
| tothe gentleman from Virginia to give up the Dismal Swamp 
to Nat. Turner, would the gentleman have consented? Yet: 
they ta Florida were to give up their territory to these Indian: 

appl cations were coming in from all parts of the county.: 
for Congress to fiee their slaves. Ye would teil -gentlemen 
here, once forall, that whatever might -de the legistation of 
Congress, they should never tocate these Indians among 
them, and they never should free their slaves. = °°" 

They had been told, by the speeches jn that House-at the 
commencement of this war, that fourteen skeletons of compa- 
nies might have suppressed the whole Seminole disturbance: 
Then the tune was changed, and a body of troops was ‘to-be 


i| forced into that Territory sufficient ‘te carry on-a Buropean o = 
i War, And now they were told rhat toa many troops had been :* 


sent. Atthetime this war broke out, if any one. had told-the 
Indians, that their lives and property were in danger, that the! 
was the slightest possible apprehensiin of: Indian “hos 
the man would have heen set down asa fool, Noman d 


any thing of the kind. When, afterward; thew. 
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--yiseaċres had known it all beforehand. Oh, yes; they bad 
fieseen every thing that had happened! Mr. Ð. insisted that 

` the Government was not at-all.lo blame.. General after Gene- 
‘yal had been sent, and troop afier troop,’ And had they ever 
den defeated in tie open field? Never. ‘They had driven the 
‘TAdians.6 the wall, once and again ;, but no sooner were. the 
itches beaten than they begged ‘for peace, and we had spared’ 
: nd “fed them. It was. these Indians, and not the people 
~.6f'Rlorida, who:had fattened on the public spoil. But, after we 
_ had spent'enough money upon them to have paid the expense: 
: of another campaign’ they had: broken: through the guards, 
and were now fighung'us again. Inquiry had been inade about 
“4the'conduct of General Hernandez, for imprisoning “the chiels. 
What-would gentlemen have had him do} Would they have 
«Radhi say to these wretches—Go, take your fréedom,; return 
people: tome back again, armed, and fight it out like 

iment -Was that what they meant to say ? If it was, Jet them 


speak out. My. D- said‘ that.it was believed in Florida, by. 


. those who had ‘an opportunity of knowing, that Powell haa 
come to: the post of Hernandez with the express purpose of 
seizing “him, and holding him as a hostage; and, but for the 

‘vigilance of Hernandez and Jesup, that he would have effected 
‘hhis-object. And ifhe had, diu any body believé that that House 

~ would have hoard any thing of a resolution for inquiry in re- 

gard to this conduct of Oceola? No. Gentlemen had no sym- 

‘pathy for those who had not color on their skins.. White.men 
might be betrayed or murdered, and all was well; all their 
tender feelings were reserved for Indians and negroes, 

My, D. said that the character of their country was peculiar, 
and rendered it difficult to. conduct a war; that the militia forces 
employed had been erilisted for three months only, and of this 
short period much was.consumed in coming and returning; be- 
sides, all which, being raw troops, they were wasteful in the 
field, and consumed'as much provision as would subsist nearly 
double‘the number of regular’ soldiers accustomed to serviec. 
Then, in addition to all, Florida was sickly in the summer sea- 

“son. During that part of thé year, the war must necessarily 
cease. | All the country thus lost had to be regained the next 
campaign, Provisions had to be ‘recarted to the points where 
they were réquired. . Vexatious delays were unavoidable; and, 
in fact,“if all the time wasted should be deducted from the gam- 
paigns heretofore, it would-be found that, since the commence- 
ment of the war, our troops had actually had scarce pine 
months of fighting time: seis Siren ea) esr Le Nahe ag 

Mr. WISE rejoined. Isaid that the Florida war was ipiqui- 

toua in its inception, disgraceful in its progress, and disastrous 
in itë termination; and ifthose who hold thé power in this House 
will give me the opportunity of testing the truth of, that posi- 
tion, I am reaily to meet them on every ground, and to demon 
strate such to. be the fact, Ispeak, indeed, nothing on my own 
knowledge; but 1 speak from information, part of which ts offi- 
cial, and has been submitted to commitees of this House. 
Great as has been the extravagance in the expenses of this war, 
that forms the least disgraceful feature init. It was with unfeign- 
ed surprise that I heard the delegate from Florida say that not a 
whisper had been heard against the Seminole treaty. twill now 

“tell that. gentleman that, more than twelve months ago, the com- 
-plaint wa ‘made here in this House that the troaty was a fraud. 
And how. was it fraudulent? A. proposition was made by the 
Indian chief, who was their agent in conducting the treaty, to 
which ‘the nation agreed, that commissioners should be ap- 
pointed’as well on the part of the United States as of the Semi- 
noles, Who should go and visit the land of promise which 
iad been, offered them beyond the. Mississippi; and’ that 
no treaty was to be ‘concluded until these commissioners 
came back, reported thé result of their examinations, and the 

plan. of removal should be approved by the nation. But, jn- 

stead of complying with these provisions of the treaty, the 

United. States commissionérs, when they had once got their 

Indian colleagues across the river Mississippi, persuaded and 

bribed thein to make a treaty there, which they accordingly 

did.’ But the treaty wás never confirmed by the Seminole 

nation... say, therefore, that the Seminole tribe, with whom 

you are at, war: for a breach of treaty, nevor did make, the 
dreaty; they took the'initiatory steps towards a treaty, which the 

United. States authorities chose to regard »s making the treaty, 

but no such treaty was ever consummated; and I affirn: again 

that this: was iniquitous in its inception, and, if opportunity 
shall be afforded me, the fact can be as fully demonstrated as 

ihat.other. Similar and undeniable fact, that you never made a 

valid treaty with the Chorokees. I must say that the gentle- 

man betrays a“total want of information on the subject. Me 
told this House. that, at the time of the breaking out of this 
war, there was not a man in Fiorida ‘who believed that any 
armed force need to be sent there to guard against Indian hosti- 
Jities, and that the man would have been Called a fool, or a 


coward, who should have suggested such an idea. Does the 


gentleman know.to whom he is applying these epithets? Does 
he know that the Governor of Florida “himself, Jonn H. 
EATON, did not only suggest ‘such an idea, but-embouy it in 
an.offteial letter to tho War Department? That in that letter 
he expressly warned the Government, that if it did not.take the 
necessary steps, of precaution, hostilities must necessarily en- 
sue? That. the course the Government was pursuing was cal- 
culated to give countenance to the idea then’ prevailing among 
the Indian chielS, that it was intended to make'slaves of their 
children, and thal, if peace- was to. be preserved, it was indispen- 
żabie to have such an armed force in Florida as would be suffi- 
cient to overawe opposition? Can the gentleman be ignorant 
of this ‘fact? And yet is it not in perfect contradistinction to 
the position he has assumed here? f 

w DOWNING here rose to explain. The gentleman from 


Virgi 
sure o carry with the Government, it Was á very common ex- 
pedient to prophesy utter destruction to the Government and 
the country, unless that particular measure should be adopted, 
Governor Eaton never did believe that a military force was he- 
éessar'y to overawe the Seminoles, “As to what had been said 
about the treaty, they had astatute in Florida that the word nei- 
ther ofan Yadian nor of'a negro was tọ be believed against that 
of a white man; and, independently. əf: the. statute, Mr: D: 
was not inclined. to take either India or negro testimony 
against that of respectable officers of the Anierican Govern- 


ISE. -Tunade no, réquest that the geutleman should do 
i myself asouthein,man as much ashe, and I have 
ame feelings.toward the:black “or the red skin, and 
either; but-Ltake “the testimony of dic Govern: 
gents. 1 shall call upon ‘those Commissioners 
themselVes. to. state if that Seminole treaty was not made beyond 
the Mississippi; and I will produce the testimony.of white wi- 


à could not but know that when men hada favorite mea- - 
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.. Seminole. War.—Mr. Wise, Downing. _ 


nessés on the question, whether it, was ever submitted to the 
Seminoles for ratification. Ant besides, if this iribe is'a people, 


nalion guasi foreign, then their voice is to be heard. The gen- 
teman may be a lawyer, as Tunderstand heis: 1 appeal, there- 
fore, tahini. as such, whether both parties to a treaty are, not to 
„be heard? And I now again say, that when the facts shall be. 
exposed; it will be proved that this was a fraudulent treaty, and 
that the Indian chiefs had govd grounds to believe that their chil-. 
dren were to be enslaved. This I believe on the credit of Secre- 
tary Cass, who furnished me with theletter of Governor Eaton. 
Yet no armed force was sent into Florida for nearly a year after 
this warning had béen given to the Department, and not till hos- 
tilities had actually broken out. The gentleman is very ready 
to becomé the champion ofthe Administration; but he will find 
ita heavier task than he imagines to relieve the War Department 
from its responsibility in this matter. The people of Florida 
themselves ought to know: who it is by whose criminal. neglect 
desolation and ruin have beer brought upon their homes: I 
make no attack uponthe people of Florida, I will vote not for 
five millions only, but ter fifty. millions, if.it be necessary for 
their.defence. But asto the appropriation now asked for, I be- 
lieve that, instead of arresting the hostilities in Florida, its only 
. ea will be torender that unhappy ‘Territory still more deso- 
“late. 7 
` Again: I have said that this war has been most disgracefully 
conducted. How many millions has it cost ns? Will the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means tell? Has the 
War Department communicated the amount to him? T donot 
ask to wait till a committee of investigation has been appointed 
to have every possible obstacle and stumbling-block cast in its 
way by the whole Executive Department, from the President 
himself down to his lowest agents. 1 will cail upon the Secre- 
tary of War to give us a statement of the total amount, and how 
it has been expended. I will call for his. balances, and 1 will 
see whether the enormous sums we have appropriated have 
gone bona fide to pay our own troops, or to, feed the harpies 
who are battening-on'the public.purse. I ar told that this war 
is now costing us at the rate of $73,000 a day. We have already 
appropriated eight or nine millions, and twenty millions will 
not pay our expenses thus far; and yet how.much nearer are 
we tothe end of the war than when the predecessor of that 
gentleman {Mr. White] made nié first pathetic appeal to. this 
House? [heard that appeal, and T made no cavil.. [said that 
the Territory must be defended. IL voted the money asked for. 
I voted more and more year after year. Ihelped to pour out 
the public money in floods for the same object, till the reports 
of the national degradation and disgrace have come up to me 
witha tongue to which I mast listen. I cannot refuse. Itisa 
ublic duty to inquire. Whathas been the course of the war? 
fave not corps after corps been massacred, from Dade’s 
bloody field to the last disastrous battle? You have captured 
Micanopy and Oceola, and does not Oceola boastin his prison 
to this day not forty braves have been taken? And this by the 
utmost force of a nation which, a little while ago, was bearding 
France, and now talks of calling England to explanation about 
the capture of the steamboat Caroline. You have been put- 
ting out your strength for years, and you have killed about forty 
braves. Yes, you had Jackson’s awn troops, the veterans of 
your standing army, besides al! your militia and volunteers, 
and these heroes of nature have met you with the loss of forty 
braves. ' How, I ask, can. this have happened? Is, nobody in- 
formed? Js the Government not at all t blame?’ Does the 
whole fault tie in distant contractors? Surely. the gentleman 
himself inust find it his duty to join with me in this inquiry, 
and to hold the head and not merely the members responsible. 

Tsay further, that this war has been conducted in a manner 
morally wrong. _ It has been marked on our part by perfidy 
after perfidy, and treachery upon treachery. Was there no 
perfidy in the capture of the young chief, Wild Cat, the son of 
Philip, whom you used as a spy to bring in Micanopy and 
Oceola under the white flag of truce, and then seized him and 
carried him a prisoner to St. Augustine? The Cherokees have 
been here abused and trampled upon for acting as mediators. 

But was it not your Government itself who sent them? Were 
they not applied to to become mediators, and officially employ- 
ed by the Government to temptthe Seminoles to peace? They 
went to Gen. Jesup. He officially recognised their character, 
and sent them to the Seminoles as mediators. And were they 
ip successftil? Yes. They carried in the head chiefs. They were 
i unarmed. There was no ambuscade. Does not tkis contra- 
dict the assertion that the Chero acted a double part, and 
told them to bold on will spring, and Congress would not appro- 
priate. Gen, Hernandez will swear that Jesup gave him or- 
ders to capture those chiefs at all hazards; and, if Gen. Jesup 
should be put on his oath, he wil bring the. responsibility of 
that order to another quarter. There is an old chief, well 
known here, who writes from the wigwam in Tennessee, and 
who originated those histructions— i 

Mr. Downinc here inte» osed, in explanation, and stated that 
Albgator and Jumper, instead of having been brought in by the 
Cherokees, came in after they had left the ground. He did not 
know what might have been the authority of Gen. Jesup, or 
what would te the testimony of Hernandez, but. this he did 
know, that although he did pot possess the bloodthirstiness of 
the writers of some of the Jetters he had received, ithe had been 
Gen. Jesup, the whole of those chiefs, who were all murderers, 
should have not only been taken prisoners, but left pendent on 
the crooked limb of a yellow pine. - 

Mr. Wisg resumed. Ihave no doubt, from the feelings of 
that genth man, that he might beled to commit an act which he 
would afterwards deeply repent. Dut though the force of feel- 
ing might betray him into acts of violence, or even of inhumani- 
ty, I never could bring myself to. believe that be would be 
guilty of deliberate treachery. If he had caught these Indians 
in the act. of murder, he might, as he says, hang them on the 
branch of a yellow pine, but he never could have had recourse 
to treachery and perfidy to entrap them. . : £ 

Iam now going on, said Mr. W. with the facts of the Chero- 
kee mediation. These mediators made three successive visits 
among the Seminoles. The first attempt to bring them toa 
conference was unsuccessful. The sccondso far succeeded as 
that they brought inthe chiefs, all of them that would come, 
under their flag of truce. The genteman asks why Sam Jones 
was left behind when the others came in? “I will tell him why. 
and the reason exhibits but one specimen of the conduct ot 
Jesup towards these people. Gen. Jesup had threatened, for 
certain reasons, that.if Sam Jones.was ever caught, he would 

-put petticoats on him—a species of treatment of which the In- 
dian warriors stand in the utmost.dread. and horror—and there- 
fore he told the Cherokees. he never Would sutrender himself, 


. With whom we are to treat asa nation, as a-foreign nation, or a 


: risk of their own lives, penetrated within the lin 


The chiefs were brought to the camp; they came under a flag 
of truce, in reliance on-our good faith, and they: were inrmedi- 
ately bound and carried to prison, --A runner who had- accom- 
panied them, end who stood* waiting'te watch the result of the 
interview, nd sooner witnessed. this act of Ameti eke 

than he instantly turned:about and carried the intelligi 
to Jones, who renewed the way. ` Again che Cherokee) 
were employed to make a third .efiort. They we 


x01 fe hems. 
nole force. They were met and iold. that they must not äp- 
proach; that if_they-attempted it they would be In danger of 
being scalped by Jones. They then returned to Gen, Jesup, 
from whom they obtained letters expressive of ,his'‘éhtire sa- 
tisfaction. with the manner in which they had discharged their 
mission, and his confidence in their integrity and good faith. 

Mr. Evzrery, of Vermont, here asked that the letters of Gen. 
Jesup might be read, and they were read atthe Clerk’s table ac- 
cordingly, viz one to the Secretary of War, and the other to 
the delegation of Cherokees, both dated the 15th of. December, 
1837. ` Sn 

Mr. Wisg now requested that the delegate from Florida 
would read ‘the letters on which he founded the assertion that 
the Cherokee mediators had played.a double part. | pi 

Mr. Downtne thereupon read, in his place, portions of two 
letters addressed to him, dated December 29 and December 31. 
Tle then stated that, at the time Gen. Jesup’s letters, just read, 
were written, he was unacquainted with the fact of the dissimu- 
lation of the Cherokees, But Mr. D. was informed that the 
General had now become of the same opinion with himself... 

Mr. Wiss proceeded. Now the gentleman from Florida haa 
doné just as I did. Ie has made a statement-on the authority 
of letters, parts of which letters he has read, without reading 
the names of the writers So did T, and niy letters were gub- 
scribed with as good names as his; nay, I perceive (for the 
gentleman has had the goodness to hand me the Jettera) that 
one of these names is the very same which was subscribed to 
the letter to me; and whenever that gentleman will get his party. 
in this House to take up the gauntlet which I have cast down to 
them, I Will produce letters here, not anonymous, but from as 
high and honorable men as are to be found in the United States 
army.’ And now I ask all generous and high-minded men 
whether the character of these, Cherokee mediators. 
blasted by riimors like these, and that in the face of the if 
that they did go to these Seminoles at the nisk of their lives, and 
did succeed in bringing in their. war-chiefs, and when it iy 
owing alone to their mediation that Gen. Jesup now holds those 
chiefs as his prisoners? And how did he get them? By an act 
of atrocious double perfidy: first to them and then tọ the Chero- 
kees who brought them in. Ts not this the true cause of the 
continuance of hostilities? Is it not the obvious and the saffi- 
cient cause? The Indians can no longer rely on Gen Jesup’s 
flags of truée. His own conduct has demonatrated to them that 
if they venture in, tor the purpose of negotiating, they, will 
immediately be seized and made prisoners. hat more can be 
wanting to continue the war?- And though these people are 
Indians, and under the ban of this Government, these facia Will 
rest on their own internal evidence. They stand as a dark 
monument, a lasting opprobrium on oar national character; 
and now, to turn away the public indignation from themselves, 
they charge treachery on their own pacificators, But I appeal 
to the gencrous feelings of the gentleman from Florida himself 
to cast such suspicions from his mind, and I ask him whether 
he. ought not to be very careful how he ventures to whisper 
such a charge without the.most conclusive proof, Tam sure 
the gentleman. himself will. say that the whole matter. wants 
investigation. re ie en nn TRUE 

Aad now, to show the information which, thìs gentleman had 
from Florida before this war began, Lrefer that gentleman and 
this Hause to the documents for 1835 and 1836, for the letter of 
Governor Eaton, to which I before referred. Hostilities broke 
out in December, and this letter was written in the March 
previous, : : 

[licere Mr, Wise read the letter of Governor Eaton, comment: 
ing upon it as he proceeded. } , i 

Mr. Downinc here observed that Governor Eaton had after- 
wards heen ashamed of that letter, and retracted the opinions it 
contained, and that legislative action had subsequently been:had 
with regard to it. He said that he had never known a man from 
the North to come into Florida that was not an Indian philan- 
thropist, and he had never known at one to leave that Terri- 
tory who continued to be such. He had himself been once in 
the same situation, and he would now venture to say that, let 
him carry the strongest advocate of the Indians in this House 
into Florida, and make him their neighbor for a little while, and 
when twenty or thirty of their cattle had been stolen, all their 
Indian sympathy would vanish in a moment. 

Mr. Wise said that he caved not for the sickly sympathies to 
which the gentleman alluded. He was now speaking, not 
about men’s individual feelings, but on affairs of a public and 
national character, on the operations of the War Department. 
Ihave shown that Governor Eaton argued against the good 
faith of that treaty, on the policy of its execution, and gave 
timely warning to the Government thatthe steps they. were 
taking were wrong. Why should he ever have retracted these 
opinions, and how did it come to pass? Now, it. docs sò hap- 
pen that] know al} about that retraction, and I know this be- 
cause all the papers and correspondence in the War Depart- 
ment in relation to this whole subject were confidentially com- 
municaied to me by Governor Cass. I introduced into, this 
House a resolution calling for information, whieh. was 
adopted; and the next day a messenger from the Depart- 
ment came to me to know what papers I wanted. I 
answered, all; send me all; and I got the whole. Iines 
ver permitted myself to regard these papers for one moment 
as confidential. They were the regular files of the Depart- 
ment, Officially communicated on a public call, and. among 
them I found a'clue-to this-retraction of Governor Eaton, ` As 
to the letter: itself, it proved tobe prophecy. Had it been. sive 
by inspiration, it could iot have proved more. correct. , 
prediction it contained was fulfilled to the letter, Hostilities 
did break out, as he had predicted they would, and there was no 
force present in the Territory to overawe the enemy... But, af 
ter every line and letter of this communication ‘had thus been 
sealed by fact, circumstances afterwards arose which . rendered 
it the interest of this same Mr. Eaton to Took out for an excuse 
for having written sucha letter. Letters passéd, between him 
and Mr. Secretary Cass, in which: Mr. Eaton -was.told. that it 
would never do te have the people of the United States know 
that such a letter as‘this had been written, and that yet no steps 
had been taken by the Secretary, and hence the. retraction of 
which that gentleman speaks, “I know of what I speak, and 
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the files ofthe War Department, if they have tul been ROBBED, 
Will prove its truth. fMr. Wisshere proceéded to read vari- 
dtia other letters and documents, addressed to the War Depart- 
_Ment, confirming the opinion expressed by Governor Eaton. } 
So the House will see that Gov. Eaton is not alone to be hissed 
at. There are the orders of the Department; here isthe warn- 
ing. Every body knows the result. A 
_ The. Seminole treaty was made in 1832. It wasnot ratified 
till 1834, and the Seminoles and Mickasukies never did agree to 
it, Instead of pursuing the advice given in these letters, Wiley 
‘honipsoi, the Indian agent, laid hands upon Oceola, and 
Hound him fast ta a log until he should consent to bring in his 
` Indians to give their assent, and a list of the Mickasukies, ĉon- 
taining details of thé names of men and women, with their chil- 
dren, were delivered to him forthat purpose. Thus coerced, he 
did bringthem in, and obtained a certificate from Thompson 
tliat he had fully complied with his engagement. He then re- 
turned to. his people, and the next day Thompson died with 
ningfeen balls through his body, 

Before the late seizure of their chiefs by Hernandez, so pacific 
were the feelings and intentions of the Indians, that- when the 
United States soldiers were found by them wandering in the 
woods, having lost their way, the Indians sent them in with 
guides to their own-camp. Tf it be said thst Oceola, in person, 
slew Thompson, I answer that that chief, since his capture, has 
said that he defies the proof that he has ever been guilty of 
Imassacre or murder, JJe admits that he killed Thompson, but 
avers ther he did it as an open declaration of war. He declares 
that he will Have tothing to say to General Jesup; all he asks 
and desires is, that he may. be sent to his “Great Father,” (to 
be sure, there js something ludicrous in the applisation by such 
a chief of that phrase to our President,) and that he nay have 
an opportunity of telling to the chidren of his Great Father the 
grounds and causes of this war. Isay bring him here. Let us 

` hear his story. We have heard of his battles, let us now hear 
from him the history of his wrongs. Indian ur white man, I 
cannot but say that he excites my wonder and admiration. 
This nation and its army are bound to accord kim praise for his 
great qualities and achievements, and if he is not to be believed 
because he is an Indian, I can point to white witnesses who will 
confirm his testimony. ae 

Why, then, should this war be carried on in treachery, and 
at such a -boundless cost? Why shall we hunt down, at the 

point of the bayonet, a people who have forced us to respect 
them? a people who declare that they desire peace, but dare net 
meet your Generals to propose it, for fear of treachery and 
murder? As to the people of Florida, whenever their delegate 
shall come here, and ask that they be admitted asa State, I 
pledge to him that he shall have my aid; but I beseech him not 
to persist in driving these Indians inte the sea. Why may they 
hot be suffered to remain on the soil as their brethren have re- 
mained in Virginia! The remnant ofthe Pamunkies are now 
in that Commonwealth; and to this day they continue regularly 
to bring in their pairs of wild ducks as tribute to secure the te- 
nure of their land. Let these Indians atone, and they will gra- 
‘dually melt away and disappear before the white population. 
Butif-you insist on driving them away, what is to become of 
them? The Indian policy of General Jackson is now going into 
effect, You have carried tribe after tribe over the Mississippi, 
and ‘concentrated them in vast numbers, with all their feelings 
and resentments burning in their bosoms, on the frontiers of 
“Arkansas and Missouri. Behind them are the Pawnees and the 
savage Camanches. All they have to do is to catch wild horses 
from the vast herds on the prairies, and to make a dash into 
your settlements withouta moment’s warning, and, before you 
can get your troops in motion, to retire beyond your reach; and 
how cau you prevent it? As to provisions, they have the inpu- 
merable herds of buffalo; and what, I ask, will be the end ofall 
this? How many thousands of troops inust you embody into a 
standing army to protect you from this tremenJous power? 
Already you hear a voice from the Seminoles. Already you 
have more than one Oceola beyond the Mississippi; and believe 
it, the day is coming when you will see the policy of the immor- 
tal Tecumseh carried into complete effect, and all these tribes 
united as one man. Nay, the Government is carrying it out for 
them. It is forcing them to remain at peace with each other. 
‘while, at the same time, it is putting arms into their hands. Be 
assured that their long debt of vengeance will one day be paid to 
the full. Jn the meanwhile, I, fer one, will never vote another 
dollar to carry on this war, unless I have some stronger demon- 
stration of its necessity, 


ET 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS. 

In Senate, June 18, 1838—The motion of Mr. Wr.uiams of 
Maine, for leave to bring in “a bill to provide for surveying 
the Northeastern toundary line of the United States, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the treaty of peace of 1783, being 
under consideration 

i Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts, addressed the Senate as fol- 

OWS: 

Mr. Presipent: The chairman of tie Comittee on Foreign 
Relations, who has just resumed his seat, {Mr. Bucwanay,] has 
deprecated in earnest terms, a war with Great Britain, and so 
do I; but neither that, nor anyother consideration, shall deter 
me from meting out to our citizens that measure of justice 
which is necessary to preserve peace at home. This isa very 
important question, and one that ought to engage the most seri- 
ous attention of the Senate; tor the tardy progress of events 
here has nearly exhansted the patience of Maine. [ know it is 
a dry, tninteresting Jabor to investigate old lines, and to trace 
through along period the evidence by which they are sustained. 
It isthe last task that one can covet here, «specially afier the 
wearching mind of my colleague has exhausted itself upon the 
subject. But the attention of the country must be aroused 
to the matter. 1: cannot and must not sleep id its present pos- 
ture; and, however painful the effort, I feel bound to employ 
the time of. the Senate while I advert to some proofs and views 

_ of the subject which were left unnoticed by my colleague. To 
apply these proofs, I must necessarily advert to eviden e, 
which he ‘dwelt upon with a force and clearness that I cannot 
hope to improve. Ihave bestowed time endugh upon this sub- 
ject to give ita full examination; and-I hesitate not to declare 
that there really is no question in the case, go clear and decisive 
is the evidence; and it really seems to me that while our com- 
missioners “have examined the case with great ability, by far 


the larger portion. of the evidence and the argumente are about 
any thing and every thing but the direct question ‘raised by the 


| treaty. The language of the treaty is su explicit that nothing 


is Jeftin doubt to argue about. By introsucing collateral matter, 
and thus making up, as you see, Mr. President, great folio vo- 
lawies, Great Britain has succeed in compelling us to print 
books to refute reasunipg that has but a remote. bearing, if any 
atall, on the subject. ‘This is the fruit of diplomacy I shall 
prove, before isit down, that this process has worked us into 
our present condition; for, when we began to negotiate, no 
doubt darkened the mind of either Government in regard to the 
questions now agitated. Great Britain reasoned as we reason, 
and admitted what we now claim. k : 

If the Senate will examine the treaty of 1783, ọn which rest 
our rights, they will perceive that his Britanic Majesty, in the 
first article, “acknowledges the United States, viz: New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay, [&c. naming them all,] to be free, 
sovereign, and independent States; that he treats with them as 
such; and for himself, his heirs, and successors, relinquishes all 
claims to the Government, propriety, and territorial rights of 
the same, and every part thereof.” This language shows a 
plain intention of separaung for ever from Great Britain the 
entire territory of each State, without dimisution. The treaty,- 
then proceeds: i 

“And that all disputes which might afise in future on the 
subjectof the boundaries of the said United States may be pre- 
vented, it is hereby agreed and declared that the following are 
and shall be, their boundaries, to wit: 

“article2. Fromthe nortrawesrangle of Nova Scotia, to 
wit: thatangleiwhichis formed by a line drawn due north 


from the source of the St. Crois river to the highlands, 


along the said highlands which dicide those rivers that empty 
themselvesino the St. Lawrence from those which fall into 
the Atlantic Ocean, to the northwesternmost head of the Con- 
necticut river,” &c. round to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Then it proceeds: 

. * Bast by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river 
St, Croix fromits mouth into the Bay of Fundy toits source; 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid highlands 
which divide the rivers that fallinto the Atlantic Ocean from 
those which full into theriver St. Lawrence” 

Such is the plain, unambiguous reading of the treaty ; and 
yet Great. Britain denies that, Ly this description, we can find 
the lines described. $ 

The question then is, where is the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia? This is the point of depariure, and manifestly spoken 
of as_a known, pre-existing place. I shall first consider this 
question upon the evidence contained in the treaty; and I hold 
thatthe proof on the face of this instrument is so plain, so un- 
equivocal, and so decisive, that it is nextto impossible that this 
point should not be ascertained with precision. The northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia is the angle formed by the north and the 
west boundary of that province. This north line is continued 
along the highlands westerly, between the United States and Ca- 
nada. The sntersection of these lines, therefore, constitutes also 
the northeast angle of the United States. The northwestangle 
of Nova Scotia is selected as the starting point, doubtless, be- 
cause the north and the west lines of Nova Scotia were ancient 
and known fines, and, consequently, the angle an ancient, 
known angle. 1f, then, we can by the treaty tind the northeast 
angle of the United States, as it springs from the same point, 
we shall identify the place in question. 

The treaty tells us, in substance, that there is no monument 
at this place, but points out how theangle is to be found, viz. 
by drawing a sine from the source of the St. Croix river due 
north to the highlands which divide the rivers emptying inte 
the St. Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean. 
The source of the St. Croix is ascertained by agreement, and a 
monument has been made. From this monument, if a line be 
run due north till it falls upon the highlands described, then at 
its terminus is the northwest angle of Nova Scotia. Whoever 
looks at the map will see that there is an elevation ofland which 
forms the southeastern skirt of the valley of the St. Lawrence, 
from which waters divide and flow doth ways, and that this is 
the only highland, south and east of the St. Lawrence, from 
which water flowsinto that river. Itis equally obvious that a 
due north line from the manument will fall upon this highland, 
andthat it can fall upon no other which sends down riversinto 
the St. Lawrence. We can then at once satisfy the two great 
and Jeading requirements of the treaty, We can run a line 
dae north from the head of the St. Croix, till it reaches the 
summit ef land which sends its watersdown into the St. Law- 
rence. The treaty requires thatthe northern boundary of the 
Unit d States shall run along this summit; and at the intersec- 
tion of these two lines, the one running verth and the other 
westerly, shall be the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, and the 
northeast angle of the United States. Is there, then, any em- 
barrassment whatever in identifying this point? I think, to an 
ingenuous mind, there is none. 

But Great Britain is not satisfied, because she says the treaty 
requires highlands from which water flows into the Atlantic 
Ocean also. Look, then, on the map, and yu will see it every 
where diversified with the sources of streams flowing down the 
other slope of these bighlands into the sea. There are the 
head-waters of the Ristigouche, the St John’s, the Penohscot, 
&c. Po not these waters flow into the seat Yes, says Great 
Britain, but the Ristigouche flows first through the Bay of 
Chaleur and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the St. John’s 
through the Bay of Fundy; therefore these rivers do not fall 
into the sea, and the treaty description fails in this patticular. 
Is this a just conclusiau? Suppose this circumstance created 
a real doubt whether these rivers do flow into the sea, can that 
control the other evidence in the treaty, or must that doubt 
yield to evidence which is clear and decisive? The highlands 
spoken of must send down their rivers into the St. Lawrence ; 
the line froin the St. Croix must be due north to such highlands. 
And shall it be said that we can find neither the one nor the 
other when we find both, because the waters of the Ristigonche, 
where this line terminates, fow through the Bay of Chaleur 
into the sea? Nothing is plainer than that this doubt must 
yield to evidence that is thus decisive, and the Ristigouche 
must be taken as a river referred to, whose waters flow into 
the sea. The map shows us that you cannot run a north line 
to any other highland which divides the rivers which empty 
into the St. Lawrence from those which empty into the Atlan- 
tic ocean. S 

But, sir, the Bays of Fundy and Chaleur, and the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, are parts of the Atlantic ocean. That ocean em- 
braces all bays and inlets formed by it. These waters are parts 
of the great whole, and Chaleur and Fundy are places in that 
ocean as much as the Grand Bank or George’s Bank, or the 
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Gulfs of Mexico and St. Lawrence. The names are. given as 
matter of convenience, and we might äs well contend that 
Washington is not in the District of Columbia, because it. has 
aname-of. ils own, as that Fundy. is not in the Atlantic,-or. that 
the.oceans of the earth combined are not the great sea, because 
each has a separate name. : ay a? 

But this part of the question has been so fally argued that I 
will not further dwell upon it than to say that the treaty itself, 

_ independent of al}. other considerations, leaves no deubt where 
the northwest angie of Nova Scotia is. ‘ n 

But there is another view of the question, and T rose chiefly 
to add something tò what my colleague advanced: on thiy head. 

Ist. I will prove that a line drawn due north from the head 
of St. Croix siver to the highlands was established in 1621, and 
has ever since been the wesi boundary of Nova Scotia. 

2d. That since 1763 the south line of Canada has been, and 
now is, a continuous line drawn from Chaleur bay, whieh se- 
parates that province from Nova Scotia, along: the highlands 
southwesterly which divide the rivers which empty themselves 
into the St. Lawrence from those which fall into the sea, to the 
waters of Connecticut river. : 

3d. That the. northwest angle of Nova Scotia. was, at the 
making of the treaty of 1783, in this south line of Canada, at 
the point where the west lize of Nova Scotia intersected ít, 

4th. That it follows, from these facts being established, that 
the lincs described by the treaty coincide with. the lines of the 
two provinces as they had long existed, so far ak Massachusetts 
(now Maine) is bounded on them. i ae 

5th. That Great Britain established and maintained these 
lines as the true boundaries till 1783, when the treaty. was made, 
and afterwards, till she found her interest would be promoted 
by owning a portion of Maine which lies between Canada and 

ew Brunswick, and would afford a freer and better communi- 
cation between these provinces. eas 

All this I will prove from the official acts and declarations of 
the Government of Great Britain. 

The great question is, where is the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia? for at the same point isthe northeast. angle of the United 
States. When the treaty was made, Maine was a part of Massa- 
chusetts, New Brunswick a part of Nova Scotia, and Canada 
was called the Province of Quebec, With this, explanation I 
proceed: a $ 

First, as to the west line of Nova Scotia.. The Province of 
Nova Scotia was granted by James the First, in 162], to Sir 
William Alexander; and I will ask attention to the, west aud 
north bountary, which alone are. inportant in this inquiry. 
The west line begins.at Cape Sable, the southwest- point of 
Nova Scotia; thence across the entrance of what.is now called 
the Bay of Fundy, but was then called a great inlet of the sea, 
to the St. Croix river; thence up that river to its highest spring 
or head; thence north to. the waters of the St. Lawrence, or, as 
it was then called, the Great River of Canada; thence down the 
bank of that river to the cea, and round to the place of begin- 
ning. Mitchells map of this province, published in 1755, was, 
as is agreed, used by the negotiators in making the treaty in 
1768, and on this map this line appears running due north 
until it reaches the south branch of the St. Lawrence, and 
then down the bank, making the northwest angle at this point, 

In 1763, France ceded Canada, which, was bounded on the 

south bank of the St, Lawrence, which separated it from Maine 
and Nova Scotia, to Great Britain, who thus became the pro- 
prietor of agreat portion of North America. In that year, the 
King issued his proclamation establishing the Province of Que- 
bec. By this proclamation, it appears that he moved the south 
line of Canada from theriver to the highlands, 30.a8 t0 en- 
brace within the Province of Queb c the valley of the Sr Law- 
rence. Thus, a large tract of land was taken from Maine ang 
Nova Scotia, and annexedto Quebec. In passing from west to. 
east, this new south line is represented as crussing the St. Law- 
rence in the 45th deg. of north Jatitude, and continuing on that 
parallel across the Lake Champlain to the highlands, then 
‘along the highlands which divide the rivers which empty 
themselves into the said St. Lawrence from these which fall 
into the sea, and also along the north coast of the Bay des 
Chaleurs,” to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, é&c. ‘Thus, the north. 
west angle of Nova Scotia was moved back with this line, 
which extended alongthese highlands from near. the head wa 
ters of Connecticut river, northeasterly, for three hundred 
miles, to the head waters of Chaleur bay, which lies between 
Canada and Nova Scotia, No other change was made in the 
lines of Nova Scotia or Maine by the prociamation, except thus 
to place their northern front on these hightands. 

In 1774, this south line of Canada was confirmed by an act of 
Parliament, in which the description is reversed, and runs thus: 

“Bounded on the south by a line from the Bay of Chaleur; 
along the highlands which divide the rivers that empty theme 
selves into the St. Luwrence from those which fall ino the 
sea, to a pointin forty five degrees ofnorthern latitude, and the 
eastern bank of Connecticut river,”’ &c. 

t In 1763, James Murray was made Governor of Quebec, and 
ihr south line of the province, as described in this commission, 

a identical with that in the proclamation and act of Parlia- 

ment. 

In 1767, and in 1774. Guy Carlton was made Governor, and 
in boih of his commissions the line is similarly described. 

In 1777, Frederick Holdimond was made Governor, and the 
renewed description of the line in his commission runs in this 
language: : 

“Bounded on the south by aline from the Bay of Chaleur 
along the highlands which divide he rivers that empty them- 
selves intothe river St. Lawrence from those which fall into 
the sea, to,” §c. 

I read this description, for this commission ‘bears date only 
six years before the making of the treaty of 1783, and the line 
remained unaltered when that ueaty was ratified. | nee 

I will now bring down the history of the west line of Nava 
Scotia to the same period. ea X 

In 1763, Montague Wilmot was made Governor of this pro- 
vince. His commission says, in allusion to the removäl of tbe 
north line from the river tothe highlands: ; 

“We have thought proper to restrain and comprise {the 
province] within the following limits; viz: to the northicard 
our said province shall be bounded by the svuthern.boundury 
of Quebec, as far ag the western extremity of the Bay of Gha- 
leur,” &c.; “to the westward it shall be bounded by a line 
drawn from Cape Sable across the entrance of the Bay of Fun- 
dy to the mouth of the river Bt. Croix, by the said river to Its 
source, and bya line drawn due north from -thente to the 
southern boundary of Quebec.” beg 

The same description is repeated in the commission of Fran- 


cis Legge, in 1773, and im that of John Parr, in 1782, and the 
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Se nce eh 


--Jine continned wnaltere.d til the ratification of the treaty. Here j 


Jet us siop, andsee how the fiets, f : N 
Phe Proclaroation, the act of Parliament, and the commi 
BLONS of the several Governors of Canada, all concur in making 
“Me southline.of Canada, one and thes continuoys line, 
> -Hyotiy 1763.16 1783, st¥etching along ths Jands ihat-divide the 
‘tivers emptying theiiselves into the St. Lawrence. from those 
Wate Wall into the sea, from Chaleur bay, at the northeast, to 
the waters ofthe Connecticut river at the southwest. In run- 
ning this distance, it passed first between Canada and Nova 
Scotia, next between Canala and Maine, and, lastly, between 
“Canada and New Hampshire; in all, about 300 mifss. 
“Anvegard to the west line of Nova Scotia, the patent of Sir 
Wiliam Alexander, in 1621, and the commission of each suc- 
eessfivé Sovérnor, demoénstraie clearly that. this line run due 
Horth from the head of the St. Croix, in the first instance, till it 
Game tothe bank «f the St. Lawrence, but, after 1762, only to 
“the highlands, where it fell upon the soutti Hne of Canada, and 
there terminated, making, with that south line as it stretched 
pastward, Tror this point of intersection, towards Chaleur bay, 
_the nórthwest angle of Nova Scotia. : $ 
Thus were the south line of Canada and the west line of Nova 
Scotia described, and thus did they mtersect each cther, form- 
ing the northwest angle of Nova Scotia in 1783, when the treaty 
of peace Wag negotiated. 
_ Now, uit, 1 chink Lhave redeemed one part of my pledge, by 
Ptoving chat the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, at this point 
or timo, was at this south line of Canada, which formed one leg 
of it, 
Such were the facts in 1783; and now-let us look at the treaty 
and consider the boundaries assigned to this quarter of the 
United Sates "The King of Engtand in the frst aiticle, ac- 
knowledges the United Bates, naming every State, “to be free, 
sovereign, and independent States. “ * *. And. linguishes 
alr elaiins tò the government, propriety, and territorial rights 
‘of the Same and every part thereof.’ Thus showing a clear 
porpose to make every part aiid piortign of the territory of each 
State free and indejendedt, Howevot the bouitds night be. ‘The 
Weary than proceeds: : 
Mand that all disputes which might arise m future on the 


n along the said highlunds, which divide those rivers 
themselves into the river. St. Lawrence from 
J ifall into the: Atlantic Ocean, lo. the northwestern- 
most head of Connecticut river,” Acc. 
The place of departure is the-n 
‘Scotia, spoken of, evidently, as à preexisting angle made at 
the northwest comer of Nova Scotia by the west and north 
lines of the ptovincs, as they were established by royal autho- 
rity and án act of Parliament. But as no monument had been 
Mude ‘at this Gorner, and the precise point Where thee Hnes in- 
tersected had not been ascertained, the nedty Hoiars out where 
both the linés had tech. Uefore established, and where they 
nust interseet and make the angle. Having done this, the ne- 
otidtots proceed with their des¢ription along the north boun- 
ary of the United States, dc, till. they come to” the Atlantic 

` Ocean, and then the.treaty rung thus: 
` East by æ linoto be drawn along the middle of the river St. 


thwest angis of Rova 


“Croix, from-its mouth in the Bay-of the Fundy to its source,and | 


‘froma its seurce directly north to the aforesaid highlands, which 
‘divide the rivers. that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those 
which fal} into the river St. Lawrence.” 

“Thus you see how cautious the makers of the.treaty were, 
for in this short description they have twice cavefuily delinea- 
ted both. the lines now in question. Allow ine to ask, in what 
toes this description. of.the south boundary of Canada difer 
row that inthe act of Parliament; and in the subsequent cow- 
missions of the Governors of the Province? In nothin 
cept the province line begins at-Chaleur Bay, and the treaty 
Jine berina at a point in this province line called the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia... In describing the province line, also, the 
rivers are guli to fall into the sea; while in the treaty they. are 
said to fall into,the Atlantic Ocean. “This shows a difference in 
words, but none in meaning... The language of the act of Par- 
liament bounding Canada is: `. i 

‘t Bvunded on thesouth by a line from the Bay of Chaleur, 
along the highlands which divide the rivers that empty them- 
selves into the St, Lawrence from, those which fall into the 
sea?” pier 5 

‘This language, without any ‘change of sense, is transferred 
into tie treaty, and doubtless designedly, because ithad been em- 
ployed for ‘twenty years to describe the line, and had received 
a practical exposition by common consent. ` No reasoning can 
make the. truth, that this old line and the treaty line are identi- 
cil, more obvious than this’ plain statement of facts, derived 
from official British documents. : 

In what does the east line of tho treaty differ from thean- 
cient west line of Nova Scotia? In nothing, Both pass up the 
tit. Croix, aud both in. a line due north tu the.highlands. It is 
true the words south boundary of Canada are. used in the com: 


; rox river, 
: wn due north 
* “from thence to the southern boundary of on province orden 

chee; lo: the northward by the said boundary fof Quebec] as far 
as. the western extrentity of the Bay des Chaleurs.” à 


I forbear, feeling assured that I have redeemed 


eee ae treet 


-tothe sea throu 
f: well howto fin 
tain the jurisction of New Brunswick to it. 


This differs in nothing from, the dese# 
which were made belore the aty, but m 1 
the making of the treaty coincide With those which existed be- 
fore, and Blases the northwest angle of Nova Scotia where it 
was before andat the time of making the treaty. 

This description has been reiterated in the commissions of the 
following Governors of New Brunswick, viz: Sir James Craige, 
in 1807; Sir Geoige Provost, in. 18tf; Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, in 
1816; the Duke of Richmond, in 1818: .end Earl Dalhousie, in 
1819. This is eli British abthorigy, Briish description, and 
Bridsh exposition, defining the lines of Jurisdiction of her pro- 
vinces where they bound on the United States. How do her 
diplomatists refiite it? How do they prove that the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia is so vaguely described, and by such ill- 
chosen terms, that it can nevet be asterigined? How.do they 
prove that thé highlan’’s of dic treaty south Gf the rivér St. 
John’s? Mow do they prove that there are no highlands divi- 
ding the waters in the manner mentioned in the treaty? When 
Great Britain sces the coincidence of the old province fines and 
the lines of the treaty maintained by the clearest proof, nay, the 
very description of the old lines carried into the treaty, and 
when by her own authority she has thaintained the jurisdiction 
ofeach province te thësë lines; and ná other; how can she set 
up ines uiiheard of in the provinces, unknown to the treaty, 
and unsustained by any of the requirements in it asto the boun- 
daries? lines which, instead of dividing the waters of highlands, 
run across the rivers, andare one hundred miles from the high- 
lands that turn their streams into the S1. Lawrence? 

It isto be accounted for in. but one way: she desires a portion 
of our territory for lier convenience, and her selfishness blinds 
her to all other considerdtions. Stie perverts, evades, end mis- 
construe the plainest meaning cf langdage—ldhguage invented 
by herself, and steadily employed through a long sefies of years 
to describe the same objeéts, ` 

She contends that the northwest dngle of Nova Scotia cannot 
be identified, becauss if it be at the terminus of a line drawn 
due north from the naraiment t the highlands, it will strike 
them where the waters flowing down thé sovut slope, do nyt 
fall into the Atlantic ocean, as required by the treaty. But, sir, 
let us begin at Chaleur Bay, and trace this" line westward, or 

- rather southwestivard, fpr that is its more, general course. We 
find it fist separating Nova Seotla and Canada. On one side 
the waters flow into the St. Lawtencb! this js agit should be. 
On the other, they flow into the Ristigouche, and ihtough the 
Bay of Chaleur iuto the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and thence into 
the ocean. They, therefore, fall into the ocean. Passing this 
art of the line over, we come to the northwest angle of Nova 

Scotia, at the northeast Cornet of the United States; and hero 
we find Canada, aull ettetthifig along the nerthern slope, with 
the waters flowing Into St. Lawrence and Mainé dt the other 
slope, with waters still flowing towards Chaleur, until we come 
to the head waters of the St. John’s. These run down the 
south slope.till we come near to the head, of the Chandiere, a 
vivez of Canada, opposite to Which We find the head waters of 
the Penobscot, Trom Ohiilsur të this point À esiifhated to pe 
two hundred and thirty miles; and-all the waters fiow into the 
Bay of Chaleur, or the Bay of Fundy, through the Ristigouche 
and St. John’s. Proceeding. westward, the tine passes out of 
Maine, and along between Canada and New Hampshire, to the 
head of Connecticut river. ‘he distance is estimated at ninety 

miles; and jhe head waters of the Penobscot, the Kennebec, 
and the Androscoggin, start along Hie south slope; while those 
on the north slope fatl into the St. Lawrence. ‘ithe Penobscot 
falls into the sea through a bay of the same name. The Ken 
nevec and Androscoggin meet and pass throwsh the Bay of 
Sagadahoc into the sea. From Chaleur Bay, therefore, along 
the highlands to Connectivut river, three hundred and twenty 
miles, al] the waters are gathered into thes’ rivers before they 
fall into the sea, viz: the Ristigouche, the St. John’s, the Pe- 
nobscot, and the Remebec, and each of them entersthe ocean 
through a bay. ff then, Great Britain is right in her assump- 
tion, that a river passing through a bay or gulfdees not fall into 
the ocean, none of the waters of this slope fall into thë osean. 
Yet, from 1763 to 1783, when the treaty was made, all the waters 
from Chaleur bay to Connecticut river, running down the south 
side of the dividing highlands, are represented as falling into the 
sea. So say the proclamation, the act of Parliament, every 
commission of the Governors, and the treaty itself only 
changes the worl sea into Adantic osean. Is this language, 
so often reiterated, so carefully transferred into the treaty itself, 
so plain and explicit, really Without meaning? Does it utterly 
fail to delineate the object intended to be described, so as to be- 
come wholly inapplicable to the line? Add to this the fact that 
-every thing besides this answers exactly to the description. 
The waters flow down the other side of these highlands into the 
St. Lawrence. And there are no other highlands from which 
they do so flow, or which, in this particular, can answer to the 
description. Is all this evidence te be controlled and set aside 
upon the suggestion that a river flowing through a bay does 
not fall intothe sea? By no means. T cannot persuade myself 
that the suggestion can raise a reasonable doubt in any ingenu- 
ous mind; butıf it does, that doubt must yield to the other clear 
and certain proofs that, by rivers falling into the sea, these iden- 
tical rivers were meant. If this view needs strengthening, let 
me add that Mitchell’s map, in which these streams and bays 
are represented, was, before the negotiators, and used to setile 
the topography, and for other purposes, in making the treaty. 
‘The matter was doubtless treated by the negotiators as itreally 
is; bays were,as they always had been in defining these. lines, 
“esteemed parts of the Atlantic ocean; places in it, hayin: names, 
like the Grank Bank.'. It is impossible that those who drew the 
“proclama:ion, the act of Parliament, the commissions of the Go- 
vornors, and the treaty, could haveentertained any other views, 
unless they designed to use language without-any appropriate 
meaning; for they cannot be understood otherwise than as mean- 
ing, by rivers falling into the sen, ail those streams which had 
their sources on the south slope of: these highlands. Great 
Britain herself practically refutes all her reasoning,’ for: she 
maintains to this day the jusisdiction of Nove Scotia, or rather 
` New-Brunewick; to that part of the south line of Canada which 
separates those provinces. . This line. is always described as 
passing from Chaleur bay alog highlands which divide the ri 
Vers emptying themselves into the St. Lawrence: from those 
falling into thé sea. Butthere isnot a drop of water flowing 
from the southern side of this line which does not find its way 
the bay of Chaleur... Yet she understands 
this line, by this description, and how to main- 


Imight call up many other matters to gustajn my views, but 


proving my pledge by 


..ing views upon the questions now at issues. 
; idea that the northwest engle of Nova Scotia can 


That the, sotith line of Canada, ftom 1763 to this tinie; hag 
been a cofitinuous, unbroken, and utialtered line töm Chalbat 
bay to Connecticut river. s à ee: 

Phat the west line of Nova Scotia has, during, that timé, un- 
dergone no change. Uh, Oe eh 

That consequently, the northwest angle of Nova Scotia which 
is formed by this line; aud so much ofthe south line.of Canada. . 
as runs between that province and Nova Scotia, existed from 
1763-10 tie making of thé treaty, and still remaitis at the sare 

Gini. i o y i pita 
; That the language eniployed to describe and establish these 
lines was transferred into the treaty of 1783, without any mate- 
rial alteration, for che purpose of establishing them as boundary 
lines of the United States. > a ae f 

That consequently these old lines and the ‘treaty lines arë 
coincident and identitdl; and if uve old lines an be discovered, 
all embarrassment is removed. BR cava se ope 

Hf these things are so, (and who ean doubt ry theré is not, 
and cannot be, a question where the lines of the treaty are; nor 
whether they can be found. tae Bee 

But, obvious as these truths are, clearly as itis proved that 
the provincial and the treaty lines are coincident, yet I must ask 
the indulgence of the Senate to listën for a short-time.to the 
reasoning Of Great Briuin herself on this subject, before. the 
rapacious desire of acquiring out ter#itGry had bewildered her 
understanding, In 1794 a commission Was appointed to decide 
which among several streams was the St. Croix of the treaty. 
The British commissioners claimed that the western branch of 
the Scoodiac was the point to start the line from, which was to 
run north to the highlands. The American commissioner pro- 
posed the head-of the Magaguadayic; but the main branch of 
the Scbodiat wad afierWards agreed on as the river St. Croix 
named in the tiéaiy. Pete Was, however, much debate on 
this point; and fi propose to read some éxt¥acts trom thé arge- 
ment of the British commissioner, to proyé that ke strentioysl? 
contended that the province and treaty lines’ were identi¢al, 
and that the west line of Nova Scotia did not stop short of the 
St. Johns, but crossed it, and extended to the highlands, where. 
we say the south line of Canada and the treaty line is. 

“The diits of Nova Scotia, at the time of the treaty of peace, 
werethe samé that vere established when the prevince was 
anciently and origmally erected and named, [1621,} in every 
respect, exċepting the island of St. Johns, and the northern 
boundary line, which, by the erection of the Province of Que- 
bec: after the peace of 1763, was altered from the southern 
bank of the river Mt. Lawrence to the highlands, DESCRIBED 
IN TRE TREATY OF PEACE, (1783,] NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION: 
and, further, that with these exceptions, there never was but 
oneand the sume tract of country and islands that formed the 
Peovincé of Nova Scotia.’”? . 

kt would be difficult for me to find terms to express a more 
decided opinfon tbat the provincial lines of. Nova Scotia re- 
mained unaltered by thé treaty, and that-the south: live. of 
Canada established in 176 sia along the highlands described in 
ihe treaty, ‘and therefore identical with the treaty. line, - 

Ife next proceeds to prove Ly an earnest gigument that the 
west instedd of the main branch. of the Scoodiac shogld be 
assumed as the strédi intended by the river St. Croix: in the 
treaty, and holds the following langpage, which proves clearly 
that the thought of finding highlands solih ef the St. Johns, or 
of that entire viver being assigned by the tréaty of peace to 
Great Britai., had not as yet occurred to her agents. Hs labors 
by the argument to prove the expediency of leaving thw 
streatris viding in each country within that jurisdiction where 
they rise, as far aš possible, and affirms that by starting the 
west line of Nova Scotia frot the west branch of the Scoodiae 
this might be accomplished as to. all the rivers exéept the Sb. 
dolins. ` : 

“A line due north from the source of the western or main 
branctt of the Scoodiac or St. Croix will fully secure this effecs 
to the United States in every instance, and also to Great Britain, 
in all instances except In that of the river St. John’s, whereiri 
it becomes zmpossible, by reason that the sources of this river 
are (o the westward not only of the westward boundary line 
of Notit Scotta, but of the sources of the Penobscot and even 
of the Kennebec, so that this north line must of necessity cross 
the St. John’s; put it will exoss it in a part of it almost at the 
foot.of the highlands, and where if ceases to he navigable. But 
if a north line js traced from the souréé of the Cheputnatecook, 
it will not only cross the river St. John’s, within about fifty 
miles from Fredericton, the metropolis of New Brunswick, but 
will cut off the sources of the rivers which fall inte the bay of 
Chaleur. . 

How distinet and decisive this language is. He affirms that 
if the Cheputnatecook branch of the St. Croix or Scoodiacis 
established as ths boundary of the treaty, and a due north: line 
is run from its head, ét. «ill cross the sources of: the rivers 
which fall into Chaleur bay beforc it reaches the highlands. 
The monument was placed at the head of this stream, andadue 
north line, as he declared, does cut off the head waters of the 
Ristigouche, by extending to what we call the highlands of the 
treaty, and Great Britain knew this would be the résylt when 
she agreed tothat river. There was, therefore, no disagree- 
ment about the highlands, but Great Britain openly conceded 
that they were no th of the sources of the St. ‘John’s and the 
Ristigouche. - This is all we contend for. . ya 

Henext proceeds to prove, but I cannat.tronble the Senate 
with the whole argument, that the west and northlines of Nova 
Scotia, down to the time of making the treavy in 1783, remained 
unchanged, and continued so after the raiiSvation. of ‘the treaty; 
the west line of Nova Scotia and the sout* tine of Canada 
being, in fact, the lines adopted “in the: treaty as tie boundaries 
of the United States. “He concludes bia remarke this! 

‘Can it be believed, or for a ‘moment iniagined, that, in thd 
course of human events, so.exact'a coincidence couldhave hap. 


` pened between the actual boundaries of the Province of Nova 


Scotia and the boundaries: of: it described in this treaty, Jf the 
latter had not been dictatéd and regulated by the fornier?. ° < 
Can any man hesitate to say-he-is convinced that ‘the. corm- - 
missioners at Paris it, 1788, -forming the second article òf -the 
treaty of peace. in Whieh they have so. exactly described the 
nortliwest. angle, had yeference to, and were governed by, the 
boundaries of Nova Scotia as described in the grant to Sir- Wile 
liam Alexander, and the subsequent alteration of thevi hern 
boundary by the erection of the Province of Queber?? 


This argument literally rns on all-fours With: 


e i $ it bi T 
tained, as well as the idea that the sources of the St. John’ 

not designed, by the treaty, to be in the United States. T is 
equally clear that the highlands of the treaty are north ofall 
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these waters, and, of course, rejected the late notion that the St. 
John’s does not fall into the Atlantic ocean‘according to the terms 
of the treaty. i ‘ 

‘Great Britain, then, stands condemned hy her own conduct, 

‘and eut of the mouths of her authorized agents. She has av. 
thing lefi to stand upon in support of her claims, but the fact 
that she succeeded in so puzzling the head of the Dutch King 
that he could not discover the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
1 will not occupy the time of the Senate in attempting te refute 

~ ‘such absurd pretensions as that the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia is at ars Hill. If Great Britain cannot be satisfied with 
the treaty description of the highlands, because the waters de- 
scending the south slope fall into bays instead of the sea, 

‘while in every other particular the description is full, accurate, 
‘and complete, how can she content herself with a line from Cha- 
leur bay to Mars Hill, which, instead ofrunning on highlands, 
crosses trst the streams of that- bay, and next the waters and val- 
ley of the great St. John’s? How, again, can she reconcile it 
with her objections to the true highlands, to contend for those 
between the St. John’s and the Penobscot, which, in no one par- 
ticular, correspond to the yequirements in the treaty? 

This isonly proof that selfishness will lead us to extremities; 
that it isa blind guide, and often conducts those who take coun- 
sel of it into the paths of folly and dishonor, 

Absurd aa these claimggare, they have been gravely urged 
‘by Great Britain, She stems to me tobe anxious to’ discuss 
every sort of proof but the simple language of the treaty; to rely 
on every thing but that which is really too piain to admit of 
much argument or illustration. Y had almost said she resorts 
to evasions and subterfuges discreditable to her, Is it consis- 
‘tent with the character of elevated, high-minded statesmen to 
sét up such pretensions as I have described, to resort to doubts 
and quibbles which have nothing to rest on, to see ifshe cannot 
worry or intimidate us out of a portion of our territory? This 
country should never countenance such a course; it should 
mark with disapprobation all petifogging in diplomacy; all 
shifts and evasions interpesed to deiay an adjustment of this 
controversy; we should stand on the treaty; hold to the evi- 
dence there, and prevent its being smothered by the accumu- 
lation of other matter. Do this in the spirit of manly firmness, 
in a tone that will rebuke the folly of quibbles and evasions, 
and this dispute will soon end. We shall hear no more of 
highlands from Chaleur Bay to Mars Ifill, or from Mars Hii 
west, Weshall hear no more of a northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia at Mars Hit), or of any difficulty in finding the true north- 
westangle. Great Britain must not be allowed to trifle with 
us; orte humbug us. When she understands we are resolved 
not to cede any of our territory to her while she sets up un- 
fonnded claims to it, she will at once abandon that course, 
and we shall hear of no more theories about the necessity of find. 
ing mountains to answer to the description of the treaty, when it. 
exacts nothing but land high enough to divide the waters and 
turn them down each slope, > 

I have now gone through with the remarks I intended to sub- 
mit respecting the proof tu sustain the claims of the United 
States to these lines, and, consequently, to what Great Britain 
is pleased to call the disputed territory. Iam aware that it is 
next to impossible to. make this matter understood without the 
aid of correct maps to acquaint,the hearer with the topography 
of the country; ‘and after the very able and lucid arguments of 
my colleague, nothing but a conviction of the duly I owe to 
Massachusetts; who has given het Senators instructions to 
press this matter upon Congress, could have induced me to 
address the Senate. 

The Senator from Maine (Mr. Wiuurams] moves for leave to 
bring in a bill directing the line to be run and marked according 
to the treaty of 1783. “he details of the bill are not before the 
Senate, for the leave is not granted. But the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs has addressed us upon the sub- 
ject; and while he goes firmly and strongly with us on the ques- 
tion ofright, he avows in very explicit terms his opposition to 
such a measure. 

Yam happy to have his influence with us on the main ques- 
tion; but as his opinions indicate the policy to be pursued by the 
Administration, 1 regret to find him arrayed against the mea- 
sure, 

His reasons are two-fold: that such a measure would iv- 
volve us in.a war with Great Britain; and, secondly, suspend 
a negotiation now proposed to be opened to adjust ihe contro- 
versy. : 

I should deprecate a war ay much as he can; but I have no 
fears of such a result, for the measure itself can give no just 
cause of offence, and Great Britain understands her own inte- 
rests better than to interrupt the peace of the two countries 
about this boundary. 

The controversy relates to the point of intersection of two 
lines, and this point is to be ascertained by certain natural ob- 
jects described in the treaty. Now, sir, can this be done with- 
outexamination? Io you know whether these objects will be 
found until you examine, and whether it is possible to run the 
Hoes? It is plainly the meaning of the treaty, and the intention 
of the parties to it, that this examination should take place, for 
in no other way can this partof it be executed. We say the 
provisions of the treaty are plain, and the lines easily run. 
Great Britain denies all this, and affirms that the description is 
so vague and unintelligible, that the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia can never be identified. What do we Propose by this 
measure? Nothing more than to search and see if we can find 
the objects described in the. treaty, and run the Jines by 
them.» The bill does not propose to assert our jurisdiction, 
but to ascertain what our rights are. Now, sir, itis absurd to 
characterize an examination made for this purpose as a hostile 
or unfriendly act..; A controversy about boundary lines at all 
times involves necessarily the right to examine the lines and 
the ranks by which they are identified. Who ever heard of 
this right being deniéd to an individual? [confess it is new to me 
thatit Is questioned any where. Can Great Britain deny that 
shedisputes our claim? Gan she deny that. the matter js un- 
settled? She will do neither. On-what principle can she main- 
tain that an examination with a view tosatifsy ourseives where 
the treaty line is (for this is all the bill Proposes) isan unfriendly 
act}. IfI should find Great Britain. so unjust as. to be alarmed 
at this kind of inquiry; if should find her afraid of the investi- 
gation, I should think she held back to conceal what ought to be 
known.: Ido not. desire that this act-should he couched in any 
but the kindest, most respectful, and friendly terms, But if 
we have noi the-right to proceed in this way, we have no abso- 
luie rightte make the examination at all; for no right can be 
absolute which depends on the will of another. If we have 
noright togo on` without the assent of Great Britaio, and she 
withholds her assent, we are forever barred the right even to 


- lands described Yn t 


Souk for highlands, or any of the objects specified in the treaty, 
orof inquiring into our boundaries at all. This is neither the. 
meaning of the treaty, nor the common sense of the thing. Gen- 
tlemen may, if they think proper, urge the inexpediency of the 
measure, but theright is lear, and may be exercised without 
any cause of offence; and, for one, Dam decidedly for going on 
withit. This region, as the Senate well know, was the theatre 
ofsurveys and explorations for ma y successive years by a 
joint commission, who agreed ultimately. in noibing; but, after 
all, so lar as I know, the line of the treaty has never been mark- 
ed out according to our views. Iris time it was done, and an 
accurate description of that lige reported wo this Government. 


When that is done, it will. be time enough to decide upon what 


future course is expedient. 


Buatthe chairman of the committee says tbis bill willarrest | 


pending negotiation. In what way? H proposes no final ad- 
Justnient of the contro sy; nor sitsuggest. a resort to for- 
cible measures to maintain our jurisdiction. it proposes no- 
«thing incompatible with a friendly adjusiment. by agreement; 
for if is merely taking and perpetuating the evidence of our title, 
which is a matter entirely separate and distinct from an at 
tempt to close the dispute by agreement. 

But what are we to negotiate about? We were long since told 
by Mr. Vaughan it was in vain tonegotiate about the line de- 
scribed in the treaty, for negotiation was exhausted—all having 
been said which conld he said, without any favorable result; 
andhe very properly what possible utility can come of 
beating over the ground again? The invitation of Mr. Livings- 
ton was, theresore, steadily declined, although he varied it s0 as 
make it substantially a proposition to travel out of the treaty 
in search of a line.” Mr. Vaughan contended that all bases of 
negotiation were hopeless. except an open one for a convention- 
al line; in other words, that the treaty should first. be aban- 
doned, and then the parties should agree, as they were able to, 
upon some line dividing the territory. The ininister of the 
United states caine to the conclusion that this Government had 
no constitutional power to agree to such a line without the 
consent of Maine: and here the matter rested until Maine 
roused up this winter, and insisted on having herright to the 
territory asserted, Under these circumstarces, the British 
minister comes forward aud proposes, as] understand the mat- 
ter, what Mr. Vaughan refused to accept at the bands of Mr. 
Livingston—a jomt exploration, on condition. that the high- 
lands shall not be sought for any where except in the territory 
which we held to be ows. This proposition is unfair and un- 
just in the outset, and less favorable than the joint exploration 
under the treaty of Ghent, for that was unlimited. At best it is 
buta repetition of that thing; and Mr. Vaughan has declared 
it will be as futile, if repeated, as it was then. Twenty-four 
years have elapsed since that commission wasagreeil upon, and 
we are now, obviously, in a worse condition than when we 
agreed to it; and, having the authority of Mr.. Vaughan for say- 
ing it will end in nothing, 1 am constrained to look upon it as 
a proposition to delay the adjustment which we insist upon. 
Great Britain has possession of about one-third of Maine, and, 
while we make no objection, she is satisfied; but her policy, I 
fear, isto maintain possession by such plausible means as are 
within. her reach. Delay, negotiation, any thing but an inves- 
tigation aud decision of the merits. I go for measures that 
tendio other results than mere delay. I do not see that any 
thing else is Jikely to come of this negotiation. But whether 
there is ov not, this survey of the line need in no shape inter- 
fere with it. 

The chairman of the committee exhorts Maine to be patient, 
and to hold outa litte longer. And how long is this appeal to 
be made? It isnow fifty-five years since the treaty was made, 
and we have less pros of establishing our rights than we 
had on that day, The citizens of Maine, acting under her own 
authority, and in execution of her own laws, on what is clearl 
her territory, as al} here admit, have been seized, imprisoned, 
and found guilty of offences against the laws of New Bruns. 
wick, aud ignominiously sentenced for that cause. This has 
been reiterated again and again after tong intervals. Thus she 
is forced from her juri ion, deprived of her property, in- 
hibited from extending her satements and expanding her re- 
sources; and, alter having waited for twenty years, from the 
treaty of Ghent, she is told, when she simply asks to have the 
line surveyed and marked, Be patient; doit be hasty; itis a 
rash, precipitate act! When, in Heaven's name, is the right 
time to come? When will the work of patience be perfect? 
When are indignity, insult, and injury to cease? Yas not 
Muine waited long enough? Where has this pacific proposi 
tion, this spirit of friendly adjnstineut, rested for years and 
years, since the decision of the Dutch King? fear it inter- 
poses now for no geod purpose. 

Vhe chairman repuc 
be a conventional Jine 
can do but one thing, 


+ so, then the joiut commission 
vey a north line from 
the monument to the highlan they vary from it, what 
will they bein search of but some unknown boundary? He 
treats as unfounded the comments of the Senator from Maine, 
showing that anagreemenstio run from the monument to lands 
hich both parties agrce are the higlands described in the trea 
v, is fullof danger, and substantially conceding evory thing. 
The only thing that could reconcile me, usder any circum- 
stances, to sucha proposition, 1s the declaration ofthe Secretary 
of State, that the sur would be experimental, and, therefore, 
not binding. The British have anxiously endeavored to treat 
on that basis, Decruse it evidently places the matter at their 
disposal. Suppose, for exampis, they refuse, as they do, to 
agree to the highlands due north from the monument, and you 
then begin to move along the highlands southwesterly until you 
arrive ata point west instead of nerth of the monument, and 


she says here are highlands described in the treaty.. Can we 
deny ii? By no nieans; for we not only admit, but contend, 


that the highla: are af this point, andall the way between it 
anda point due north from the monument. In a word, that 
they extend all the way from the northwest angle of Nova Sco- 
tia to Connecticut river, We cannot deny, therefore, that any 
peintor place hi this whole range is not a place in the high- 
he treaty. H, then, we assent to a proposi- 
st angle ef Nova Seotia shall be where 
eare highlands, Greai Britaia will place 
Maine ought to be alarmed at such a 


tion that the north 
both-parties agree 
it where she pleases. 


` proposition. for it yields all Great Britain asks. R R 
The Senator also contends strongly against passing a law in- 


vesting the President with a discretionary power to make this 


survey, as it would be unwise, impolitic and mischievous. Sir, | 
we passed exactly that law last year, for we made an appropri. 
the -Presi- . 
dent to do it; but he declined executing it. There was no fear 


ation of $20,000 to survey this line, and authorized 
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: them; they were not to héar and determine, but to “à 


_ and inguire is the lahguage òf the resolution,.not, 


gathered courage and strength from our negligence and disre- 
gard ofthe righis of Maine. 
had bestowed 


THE DUEL REPORTS. 


REMARKS OF MR. NAYLOR, 


Or PENNSYLVANIA, 
In the House of Representatives, April 28, 1838—On.the re- 
port of the select committee: appointed to investigate tle 
causes which lcd to the death ‘of the Hon. Jonathan ey. 

Mr. NAYLOR, of Pennsylvania, succeeded in getting the 
floor immediately after Mr. STANLEY had concluded,..and said 
that he was opposed to the motion of the committee, and. in fa: 
vor of recommitting the report to them as suggested. by. the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. [Mr. ADAMs.] °F am opposed 
(said Mr. N.) to the motion of the committee on two grounds: 
first, I believe'the committee. has. violated (though ‘uninten- 
tionally) the Constitution and laws of the land; and, secondly, 
that they have omitted to do what their duty and the. positive 
rnleg of this House required them todo. | are 

My ‘first objection involves a wrongful act of commission on 
the part of the committee, and my second, one of. omission and 
neglect. I will now endeavor t0 sustain these two proposi- 
tions by a few remarks, and show that, whilat the committee 
has exercised a power not given them, and against the rules of 
this House, they have at the same time omitted to perform one 
of their most important duties. 

What is the resolution under which the committee was ap- 
pointed, and how was it adopted? At the time the yesolution 
was introduced and carried, there could be no discussion, de: 
bate, or dehberation, You, Mr. Speaker, know the excitement 
that prevailed in this House upon that occasion. Every one 
who rose to speak was called to order almost as soon as his lips 
were opened. You know, sir, with what Sifficulty you re- 
strained that excitement—an excitement ready to break through 
and break down all barriers between it and: unlimited indui- 
gence. It demanded all your promptness, experience, vigi- 
lance and great ability to preserve order, There, wasia slum- 
bering volcano in the: breasts of members, which, if once it 
had found vent, no human power could have. well’ controlled. 
Nor was this all. Party spirit was aroused, and the fiend ef 
party had reared his horrid front, and'was stalking through this 
hall, breathing hie malignant breath and maddening influence 
into the heartsand bosoms of members here ; trampling alike 
on the dead and the living, he saw only in. the prospect a. new 
subject of excitement, oncemore to win back the people to the 
embrace of power, at 

Tn this condition of the House there was no proper delibera: 
tion. There could be none. Amendments were offered to'the 
resolution. They were rejected. A motion was made to post- 
pone for a few days for the purpose of giving time for the sub- 
sidence of the excitement. 1 voted for that motion because I 
really thought the House was not in the temper to decide upon 
the best course to be taken in the matter. The motion to post- 
pone was lost. Next came the previous question—the rule of 
despotism; and by its tyrannical aid the members of the House 
Were driven, without a proper consideration of the whole sub- 
ject, to vote upon the resolution. ` ¥ voted for it. ¥ voted for it 
because I was for sustaining inviolate the privileges of the 
House, and for suppressing, as far as we had the power, the 
barbarous and unchristian practice of dueling. But Ldid not 
vote for itto empower'a committee to retire to the black heles 
of the Capitol, and there, in darkness and ceerecy, try, con- 
demn, censure, and punish, without the knowledge of Congress 
and the country, a part of the members of this House. 

The resolution passed. Now, sir, what is it? It consists of 
two branches, and authorizes the committee, first, “to investi. 
gate the causes which led to the death of the honorable JONA- 
THAN Ciniey, late a member of this House, and the cizenm- 
stances connected therewith;” and, secondly, “to inquire: > 
whether, in the case alluded to, there has not been a breach of 
the privileges of this House.” 

This is the resolution, and these are the inquiries u 
the attention of the committee ts directed, Weil, sir, 
any member accused in this resolutien? 


is there 
k Certainly nöt.. Is 
there any power giveh here authorizing the committee to try, 
condemn, censure, and recommend expulsion of members from 


the House? Certainly not. No one can pretend that there is 


- an express grant of such power; for there is no member named 


[in it; nor did the House put any member on his trial... So that; ” 
take the naked resolution hy itself, without reference even 10 
any rule positively denying the exercise of such authority, 
there does not appear to be such a ‘power granted as the co) 
‘mittee has assumed. ‘Their duties were not judicia 
_Were mere inquirers. They were not to try, and to. ju 
denounce censures and punishments, ner. even” to: 


‘the facts and circumstance, a 


“inquire” whether: 
mot been:a breach of the privi 


ges of this House.” 


condemn, and propose punishment, TS 
Take, therefore, the resolution by itself, unlimited an 
‘rolled by the fündamental rales of this House, and -F 
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that even then they -had no right to roam at -large through the 


“House of Representatives, to select here and-there a subject for 


their condemnation, sit in judgment on the Representatives of ` 


the people, and. interfere with the-rights of the vast constitu- 
ency of the country; for the privileges: of members ‘of this 
House are the privileges of their constituents. 

But, sir, there ought to be no difficulty about this: matter. 
The rules of the House appear to me to be positive, direct, and 
conclusive upon the subject,.that, if I did not see and hear the 
contrary, I would suppose it impossible that there should be 
any controversy in: the case. Now, what ia the rule upon the 
subject? Here: it is. : Lread what has been frequently read in 
the course of this debate, from Section 11th of -Jefferson’s Ma- 
nual: A a ye Sata Beet BS 
“when a committee is charged with an-inquiry, if a member, 

prove.to be. involved, they cannot proceed: against him, but 
must make a special report to the Housej whereupon, : the 
member is heard in his place, or at the bar, or a special autho- 
rity is given to thé committee to inquire concerning. him.” 
Well, sir, Ihave read both the resolution and the rule. Now, 
what does the committee do? Recollect that the resolution un- 
der which they were appointed neither charged nor named any 
member of the House; but directed them to “investigate”? the 
facts and.circumstances, and “inquire” as to the breach of pri- 
vilege. . Upenthe very threshold of this “inquiry” they were 
“met with the fact that “inembers” were “involved.” This 
being-the casé, what does the rule of the House require of the 
committee? Why, not to proceed against them, but make & spe- 
cial report to the House, And what does the committee do? 


They violate this rule. They do not make a special report. 
They do proceed against a part of the members “involved;”” 
yes, sir, without accusing them, or netifying them that they are 
on their trial, they try them, condemn them, censure them, de- 
nouncé punishment against them, report resolutions aud argu- 
ments against them, ask this House to adopt the former, concur 
with themin the latter, and sanction a violation of one of its 
most important rules—a rule founded upon an express provi- 
sion in the Constitution, thus incorporated with it, end becom- 
ing, during its operative existence, as obligatory on members 
as that sacred instrument itself. 


Ig not this so? Let us see. ‘In the fifth section of the first ar- 
ticle ofthe Constitution of the United States it is provided that 
“each House may determine the rules of its proceedings.” In 
pursuance of this grant of power, this House, at the leat session, 
determined the fundamental rules of its proceedings, and by 
the 118th of these rules adopted Jefferson’s Manual asa part of 
their code. Here they all are, the Constitution, the rules, and 
Jefferson’s Manual, printed and published and bound together 


in one volume, and furnished to every member by express re- 
solution of this House, in order that every one might know what 
are the laws which govern our proceedings. And here is the 
rule which the committee has trampled upon, and which we 
are invited to brush away from our regard asa “mere cobweb 
of form;” in order that the purposes of a mere majority of the 
committee may be carried into effect. `` 

But, sir, this ia not all.. They have not only usurped autho- 
rity and trampled. upon constitutional. rules prohibiting their 
proceeding, but have omitted to do what the. rules required of 
them. They have tried, condemned, censured, and denounced 
a part of those “involved;” at the same time, other members 
“involved,” and one of them, at least, as deeply involved as 
either of those censured, have not Gnly been left untried.and un- 
arraigned, but even unaccused. Whilst they have condemned 
some, they have shielded others, Such rank, palpable, mon- 

_strous injustice, I, for one, never can and never will sanction, 

No, sir, | am for having the committee perform its duty and 
its whole duty: © I wish them to take back their report, strike 
out its resolutions, personal arguments, censures, and denuncia- 
tions, and submit the facts-and circumstances and all the evi- 
dence; hen Jet them report that their inquiry as-tothe breach 
of privilege “involves” members of this House, and state the 
names of all the members who are- involved in the inquiry. 
When they Jo this, they will comply both with. the resolution 
andthe rule of the House, and equal and even-handed justice 
will be meted out alike to all. . 

By the rule before quoted, the committee is required to re- 
port not those whom ‘they adjudge guilty or whom they con. 
demn, (for they are prohibited from proceeding aginst any,) 
but those who are “involved;” not one, nor two, nor three, but 
all who are “involved ” 

Let them make such a report. This will furnish ground of 


accusation against those “involved.” 1f the {ouse or any mem- . 


her think proper, they can then be accused before the nation, 
be put upon their trial, be heard in their defence, be judged 
of by their peers, and be punished or not, accordingly as they 
are or are not guility of a breach of privilege, each one accord. 
ing to his deserts, and asit may seem best to the wisdom of the 
House. ; : 

But, as the matter now stands, some are already condemned, 
and this condemnation, thus made in defiance of law, we are 
ealled upon to sanction, whilst we leave others equally guilty to 
go scot free. Tsay equally guilty, for Thave listened attentive- 
ly to the reading of the evidence, and I will defy any one to dis- 
criminate between the guilt of those visited with the censure of 
the committee, and somè ofthese who were prominent actors 
in the sad and melancholy scene, and whom the committee have 
kept entirely in the back ground, 

Thus, sir, it is that I maintain that the committee has been 
guilty. ofa twofold wrong. . First, in secrecy and silence in the 
dark cells of the Capitol they have tried and condemned. some 


without authority, and against law; and, secondly, they have. 


shielded others, - equally: guilty, even from accusation itself, 
when it was their bounden duty to have “proceeded” against 
none, but to kave. reported. to the Honse. all who were “in- 
volved.” Y-willnever confirm ‘such a direct violation of Con- 
stitution and Jaw, and such ‘a monstrous and glaring piece of 
partisan, partial injustice. : i i 

Sir, what have the people petitioned fort For gentlemen 
havs alkat once grown very tender of the right of petition: 
When it suits their purposes, they are tor stifling the veice of 
the people; and, without compunction or regard, their peti- 
tions are trampled under foot. But now, sir, when the Con- 
stitution lies torn and tattered beneath their feet by the action 
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Set 


of this committee, they stand unconcernedly amidst the frag- 


ments, and mock you with the exclamation that the people : 


‘have petitioned for it! - 

What have they petitioned for? 
‘appointment of a 
and punish some, whilst they shield from accusation the guilt 
‘and impropriety of others? No, sir, they ask for no such, 
thing. They call upon the House to protect its privileges, up- 
hold its dignity and character, inquire isto the” whole matter, 
punish all who have beencguilty ofa breach of thé privileges 


‘of the House, and, above all, to adopt suca measuresas will” 


prevent like occurrences in the future. . They do not seek ven- 


| geance for the past; but security and propriety for all timeto 


come. : : 
i This, sir, is what I contend for, what I insist upon. T call 
upon- this Meuse to icap beyond the contemptible trammels 
of mere party, and, before Heaven and the country, be just. 

Now, sir, how has thè -report of the committee. been sus- 
tained, and what are the arguments opposed to the views that 
other gentlemen, in common with myself, have taken of this 
very grave 
York [Mr.. Foster] sneers at the rule in Jefferson’s Manual, 
mocks at our Parliamentary code, as shadowy and unsubstan- 
tial, and says it is but a mere *cob-web’?—a technicality. 
These are ws arguments! Another honorable gentleman from 
thesame State, [Mr. Panken,] says that our rules are butspecial 
pleas, special demurrers, technical objections! These are the 
arguments that are made use of in one of the most important 
constitutional discussions that was ever had within these walls; 
one, tao, involving nothing Jess than an expulsion of the peo- 
ple’s representatives frum Congress. i 

Yes, sir, the pettifogger’s vocabulary has bech exhausted of 
all its technicalities and cant terms, to throw ther ‘into this 
debate as arguments and answers to grave and well-sus- 
tained views. A cobweb, a technicality, a special plea, a spe- 
cial demurrer! š 

S n is this Constitution which I now hold inmy hand, the ob- 
ect of so.much deep reverence, but a mere cobweb, to be 
brushed away without consi‘leration, whenever it interposes its 
wholesome provisions between honorable gentemen and their 
purposes? A cobweb! This sacred instrument declares, in 
the fifth section of the first article, that ‘each House may 
determine. the rule of its proceedings.” Well, what is this? 
Nothing, says the gentleman from New York, but a “ cob- 
web!” ` ý 

Sir, our fathers, the sages and heroes of seventy-six, through a 
struggle of seven years, encountered and endured suffering in 
every form; fought, and fell, shed oceans of blood, and, finally, 
conquered; and all for what? For their independence and this 
holy Constitution. It now turns out, however, as the gentle- 
men from New York have discovered, that the result of all 
their wisdom and all their heroism is but a cobweb, a special 
plea, a special demurrer, a technicality! Lf these honorabie gen- 
tlemen be right, then was the struggle of onr fathers vain end 
wicked, and their wisdom nothing but foolishness. 


But, sir, I cannot agree with them. Flook upon the fruit of 
their labors and wisdom as a treasure beyont! all price. So im- 


t portant did they deem it that each House should have the un- 


disputed power of. making its own rules, that they inserted an 
express provision in the Constitution for. that purpose. Sn, it 
is the root from which all the rules spring. Whilst they arein 
force, they are as binding on the consciences and conducto mem- 


- bers as the Constitution itself, and a violation of the one is an 


outrage nponthe other. Violate these. rules with impunity, 
and you tear up by the roots the provision of the Constitution 
which J have just read, and leave the minority in this House and 
the rightsof their constituents dependent alone upon the un- 
controlled will of the inajority. 


Other gentlemen may do as they please; I, for one, at all 
hazards, will uphold and obey the Constitution -and laws of the 
land, cobwebs though they be, in the estimation of the honora- 

le gentleman from New York. 


Another honorable geutieman, from the same State, s- fruit- 
ful in these extraordinary constitutional arguments, [Mr. 
Loomis,} declares that the resolution under which the commit- 
tee was appointed “over-rides,” subdues, and controls the rule 
in Jefferson’s Manual, and, therefore, that rule is to be disre- 
garded. Well, Jet us look at this. Is there any thing in the 
resolution conflicting with the rule? Certainly not. Does the 
resolution suspend the operative effect of the rule, or give the 
committee power to violate it? Ts there the least possible qe- 
gree of contrartety between the resoiution and tbe rule? Not 
the least. No man can possibly answer these questions in the 
aflirmative. The resolution authe s the committee to make 
general inguiries—-accuses no mer , nor does it mention any 
member’s name. The rule sayst when a committee charged 
ris invoived, they are not 
are to report spectally to the 


But, suppose they did conflict with cach other in terms, which 
would have to yield? Which is ofsuperior autboriy, the rule 
or the resolution? Why, sir, the rule issuperior. It constitutes 
a part of the fundamental] law of the House, and stands unim- 
pared, until it shall be repealed, or suspended, or changed by 
the Louse, inthe manner and form pres ribed for that pnrpese. 


Sir, Lask, what are constitutions worth, what are fund: 
tal rules good for, ifevery hasty expression breathed ov 
them operate their repeal, controbing thom, “over ridi: en, 
and rendering them of no effect? They are made to bind at), tha 
majority as wellas the minority; and can bi ated by 
the one than by the other. AH reseintions om are 
void. Constitutions are empbaticaily made fo i 
Majorities, having the power in thei ands 
ofthemselves. Strength needs no protection its its 

jsanability to protect itsel. Tie great value of a constitu- 
tion consists in the security it gives to the rights of the minority— 
asecurity which no power on earth can destroy. 


A citizen of the United States, though standing alone, rests 
firmly aed securely on his constitutional rights. Faciion may 
rage round him, party spirit may breathe out its desolating ven- 
geance, power may threaten, the voice ofthe Union may he rais- 
ed against. him, but, under the panoply ofthe Constitution, he 
stands, like the everlasting rock anid the tempest, secure, un 
harmed, unmoved. oly ee , 

This, sir, is what a constitution is mace for; but for this pros 


t Did they ask you for the `- 
san committee to judge and condemn | 


uestion? One honorable gentleman from New~ 


{ perhaps may not be . 


tective quality:of th 
be worshless!". ~ < eee ee ae i 
The rules of this House, apringing from ahd founded ù 
Constitution, ferm the code for the government of ` 
and all its members. “These rules are atalliimes 
If the House-pass a resolution: authorizing a 
what the rules forbid; the resolution: so far 1s 
rules had been previously suspended, ig:the mode} 
that purpose. To maintain the contrary, is to annihilal 
per notionsof a Constitutional Government. . Ivisunmixed, 
mitigated, unrélieved despotism; = 
But, as T have said before, the rules and the 1 
conflict with-each other- . ‘There is not the least possib! 
of antipathy between them; ‘and, therefore, whether: Tam 
or not in my notion of the superior influence ofthe rule, 
no consequence whatever, sò faras this case is con eri 3 
Mr. Speaker, this positive rule, embodyingas' itdoes the yery 
spirit of liberty, and clothed by our immortal. Jefferson: in-Jan- 
guage too strong and precise tobe misunderstood, is astumbE ag 
block in the way of the purposes of honorable gentlemen on thë.: 
other side of the question. It must, be got rid of if possible: 
So. the same honorable gentleman to whom. I last alluded, {Mr.s:: 
Loomis, } has ‘started: another very graye objection to it. He: 
insists. that even if his other objections have not entirely, anni- 
hilated it, it deserves to be wholly disregarded by the House, bes 
cause it isan “English rule.” He haw found out that it was 
adopted from the English Parliament. Even the great pame. . 
of Jefferson himself, whom the gentleman recognises:as.the fa- 
ther of his democracy, and who introduced the rule into our: 
code, cannot save it from the gentleman’s condemnation! ;He ig « 
really horror-strnck at it; and says if the House had only takan: 
time to examine into Jefferson’s Manual, and had known thatit 
was of “English extraction,” they never could haye adopted itt 
These being the honorable gentleman’s premises, hisconclusion. . 
is, that the rules of the House, codifiet by the great Jefferson’. 
himself, are to be trampled upon, and the great. principles:of li~ 
berty embodied. inthem contemned, because they are of Eng- ». 
lish extraction.” wae 
This may be very good reasoning, although Tam too'dull to 
comprehend it. Let me, according to the’ best ‘lights my peor”: 
understanding can furnish, carry itout, and Bee where it: wil, 
lead to. i nA a PR a 
What language, I ask, does’ the honorable gentleman speak, >. 
but the English language? Had he not ‘better, in bis horror.of ` 
the “English,” and fully and consistently to carry: out his pri! 
ciples, adopt the Latin, or Arabic, or some other language: 
most unlike the English?. Nay, if his objection be good, and 
his principle asound one, (and T have no doubt of his full confi- 
dence in it,) ought he not immediately to bring ina bill forthe ` 
keeping of our records and proceedings in some foreign tongue? . 
And, after that, advancing still further in the work he has so" 
boldly begun, move a resolution to expel every member from. 
this House who is so unfortunate as to bear an “English name??? 
because, forsooth, he is of English extraetion, ae ee 
Cobwebs and technicalities and spacial pres @nd special de- : 
murrers and, to crown the whole, “Englis extraction!” Yes, 
sir, English extraction! These are the arguments, the weu- 
po x8, which honorable gentlemen bring into this great constin: 
tional conflict; and by which, contrary to Constitution and law. 
they are to expel members from their seats, and deprive a por. 
tion of the people, the constituency of the country, of their re- 
presentatives. `. x F 
Oh! but, says-another honorable gentleman froin New York, 
(Mr. PARKER,} for pe perceiye. that: New York has all the: 
honor of bringing in her “cobwebs,” and speciali pleas? an 
“ English extractions,” and such like arguments, tothe resent 
of the committee—oh! says. that gentleman, why oppose.-your: 
technical rules against the wishes of the committee?" The pàr: 
ties interested in this House do not object. Tanswer the honos 
rable gentleman that I object!. Y object in the name of the Cous; ` 
stitution, which has been vio'ated, and which I have sworn to 
support. I objectin the name of the people of the United - 
States, whose representatives, if accused, Tam bound to see’. 
fairly, fully, and impartially tried, not by a partisan committee 
in the cells of the Capitol, but here, in this. hall, before the 
countiy, with their accusers meeting them face to face, andeye 
toeye, in the broad light of heaven! I object, because the pro- 
ceedings of the committee have been characterized by. a disre- 
gard of the rules of the House, and by a palpable par- 
partiality, m trying and condemning, and stating the case 
most strongly against some, under an assumed authority, and ` 
shielding under the same authority others at. least as guilty,. 
from accusation and blame. For all these reasons, I object. 1 
stand upon the very threshold of the Constitution, I will not 
yield an isch. é 


But, sir, the same honorable gentlemen teli us that we op*’ 
pose the printing of this report upon the ground that the peo: 
ple will be deceived by it, and that it ought to be circulated 
among them. Can any thing be more unfair? Oppose the 
printing! Whata mockery! Do not gentlemen know—do, we 
not all know—that now, whilst I speak, this report is printed,’ 
and is circuiating among the people from one extremity of the 
country to the other? Yes, sir, and that, 100, before it was 
known to this House. Yet, with this fact staring usin the 
face, we are gravely told that we desire to suppress it from the 
people. Lireat such an imputation with contempt. T trample 
it under my teet. I ana as willing to trust the people with the 
reportas Tam myself. They are as capable of forming opf- 
nions upon it as Lam.. Ihave been educated in that politicat” 
school that trustsand confides in the people. 1 am willing to = 
give them the report. They shall have it. They have'gotit.” =? 

I do not oppose the printing of this report. in making it; 1° 
believe as firmly as 1 ever believed any thing, that the cormit: 
tee have usurped authority inconsistent with the Constitution 
of the land, and vielatory of the most'sacréd rights of repre- 
sentatives and their constituents. For this reason I mitst with 
hold my approbation from it. I can do-nething that wih sanc*” 
tion its principles or approve: its -partiality. I will vote for’ 
sending i back to ths committee in order that it may be ċor: 
yected; and that with it the committee shall submit to the ` 
House al) the evidence, facts, and circumstances of the case 
and the names of all, yes aii those who are “involyed” in the 
inquiry aa to the breach of privilege, 
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SPEECH OF Mr. WM. COST JOHNSO 
fe (OF MARYLAND,) : 
Delicered in the Houseof Representatives, February, 1838— 
On resotutions which he had offered proposing to appropriate 
ublic land for educational purposes to ali the States and 
‘erritories. . 

Mr. SPeAKeR: It will be recollected by the House that, on 
the llth of December, an able member from Alabama (Mr. 
Lawi&r) proposed the folowing resolulion: > 

Resolved, Tuat it is expedient to reduce;according tosome 
equitable scale of graduation, the price of such poruons of the 
public lands as will not sell wilhin a reasonable length of time 
atone dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and that the lands 
which cannot be sold at such reduced prices, after being so of- 
fered for the term of — years, should be relinquished to the 
States; severally, in which they are situated. ”? . 

On the 224 of December, 1 submitedthe following resolution, 
te be printed, stating at the time that I shouid move it either as 
a substitute of asan arnendment tothe resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Alabama, when his resolution should come up 
for. consideration, viz: 

+t Resolved, ‘That a committee of one from each State be ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to inquire into the propriety. of reporting 
a bill to appropriate, for the purposes of freeschools, academies, 
and the purposes of educat n, an increased. portion of the pub- 
Jic lands, for the benefit of all the States and Territories.” 

On motion ofa member from Virginia, (Mr. MERCER,) a few 
days ago, tie resolution of the gentleman from Alabawa was 
relerred to the Committee of the. Whole on the state of the 
Union ; and the resulution which Ihave had the honor of of- 
fering now takes precedence in the House. 

From this circumstance, thie whole order of the debate be- 
came changed. y 

I had flattered myself that, before I should trouble the House 
with any remarks, i would have profited by the arguments of 
the able member who submitted the’ first resolution,* and of 
thase members of this House who advocate a reduction of the 
price ofthe public lands, and a surrender of them to the States 
ain which they lie; but, instead ofcoming in at the eleventh hour 
in support of what l intended to offer as a substitute, Lam un- 
expectedly forced tu lead in this discussion. 

shallnot make my remarks more fatiguing, by a trespass 
upon the time of the Mouse, with a. long apolugy for offering 
them; butt, in order to present the proposition which I have 
made in more definite terms, I must request the Clerk to read 
the following resolutions, which I beg leave to offer asa mod- 
ication of the resolution now under consideration: < 

Resolved, That each of the United States has an equal right 
to participate in the benefits of the public lands, the commun 
property of the nation. : 

esolved, That each of the States in whose favor Congress 

has not made appropriations of land for the purposes of educa- 

tion is entitled to such appropriations as will correspond, ina 

dust proportion, with those heretofore made in favor of other 
tates, : 

Resolved, That the Committee of report a bill mak- 
ing an increased appropriation of the public lanus,the property 
of the United States, yet unappropriaied, to all the Siates‘and 
Territories of h@Union, for tie parposss of free schools, acad- 
emies, and the promotion and 
part of the United states. i i i 

it is my purpose to be as brief as I may, in the examination 
of the subjects embraced in the resolutions; and their impor- 

` tance must plead my excuse if 1 should fatigue the attention of 
the House. . They are of great and important interest; and, in 
my apprehension, no propositions could be submitted to the 
consideration of Congress which wouid have hig..er claims to 
urge them upon ‘the earnest attention of every member iu this 
hall. Not only are the general interesis of every State deeply 
concerned, buti maintain that the individual interest of every 
citizen in the Union is most obviously involved. Then,as a 
question of either individual concernment or as a subject of 
national policy, the distribution of the pubiic lands, as proposed 
by. the resolutions, addresses itself to the calm and dispassionate 
deliberation of all. j 

Not being allowed the benefit of the oral arguments which 
may be offered in support af the proposition to reduce the price 
ef the public lands, I have devoted as much time as I could con» 
tro}, ia the multiiarious labors I have had to perform, in ex- 
amining the printed reports which have been made at various 
times by the Committees on the Public Lands. ‘The com- 
mittee of the present Congress have already made a sliort re- 
port on the subject, which comprises the views of former com- 
mittees, and, in some respects, the precise phraseology and 
arguments, i . : 

i will firstexamine the report made on this subject by the 
committee of the 23d Congress, as it is more comprehensive 
and elaborate, and was prepared by the chairman, who hassince 
filled the most distinguished places within the gift of his State, 
(Mr. Cray, of Alabama.) 

The report states : 2 

“That the committee have felt it their duty to look into the 
origin of the claim of the United States to the public domain, 
the better to comprehend the motives and inducements to the 
various cessions which wera made by the States having claims 
to Western lands, and the obligations incurred by the General 
Government under those compacts. It is from this source that 


* After’ my speech was delivered, Mr. LAWLER obtained the 
floor in support ofhis resolution, and in answer to those offered 
by myselt, and my remarks upon them. He occupied a portion 
of the morning hour, and the following day moved that the res- 
olutions which I offered should take the same direction which 
his had; and therefore moved their reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union,so that. both propositions 
could be discussed fully at the same time, and withoutsuch fre- 
quent interruptions, when he would complete his remarks; 
which rhotion, by general consent, prevailed. 

1 deem it due, under the circumsiances, and to my own feel- 
ings, to offer my humbletribute of respect to the memory of one 
who was intercepted by death in the midst of his public career, 
and before he had concluded his speech, which promised to 
endear him to his State. My seat adjoined his, and I knew him 
well. Iesteemed him as pure in public as he wasaimiabie and 
kind in private life. Intelligent without ostentation; eminently 
useful without vanity; purely honest forthe love of virtue; and 
feeling no other incentive to ambition but that which character- 
izes an honest man ; devoting his best talents and judgment for 
the interest ofhis constituents and his State, and to leave, as he 
did, an unimpeachable reputation to his family and his country. 
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the title of the United States to much the larger portion of the 
public lands is derived.” 

The report then alludes to the manner in which the General 
Government has acquired its claim to the Western domain, and 
finaily comes to the significant conclusion that the Western 


States would novo, perhaps, “be reluctantio raise the question” 


ofthe Governmeni’s right to the Western lands. = 

X should, I am sure, exhaust the patience of the Ifouse, and 
my ewn strength, were Į iogive a particular history ofthe claims 
of the Unived-Srates tothe Western lands, and the various an- 
tecedent controversies between the colonics and different Euro- 
pean nations, relative to tccritorial ju.isdiction and right of soil. 
Jn taking a brief notice of the past, my object will be to present 
some substantial princip:es upon which this subject rests, and 
to explain, in some degree, the reasons for the deep interest 
which Maryland, as well as others of the old States, has always 
taken im the honorable and fair adjustment of every controversy 
relating to the Western lands. -It is fresh in the recoilection of 
the historical reader, that at one lime the endre country north 
of the Gulf of Mexico, to the present northern boundary of the 
United stares, was called Virginia ; and that Queen Elizabe:h 
gave Sir Walter Raleigh a patent, almost without a name or 
limit. 

The patents granted afterwardsto the London Company were 
scarcely moredetinite. By that granted in 1609, South Virginia 
comprised all the country, including Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
North and South Carotina, from the Aulantie ocean to the South 
sea. Embryo kingdoms were given away in a world unexplored 
and but little known. The extent of the grants was unknown, 
for the magnitude of this continent was not comprehended at 
that time in Eurepe. At the date of those grants, the South sea 
was thought to approach near the Atlantic; and no one imagined 
that, in this latitude, it was some three or four thousand miles 
distant. Sir Francis Drake had seen the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans from the same point on the Isthmus of Darien, and tbe 
proximity of the two seas was supposed to be the same along 
the northern coast. The history of Virginia, by Stith, will show 
“that, in 1603, a company was organized in England, and built 
a barge that conld be taken to pieces, with which the company 
were directed, under the command of Captain Newport, to go 
up the James river, with a view to discover the country of he 
Monakins; and frum thence they were to proceed, carrying 
their barge, beyond the falls, to convey them to the South sea.” 

The charter of Virginia was repeatedly furfeited, Maryland 
was carved out of its limiis,as was North Carolina. Indeed, 
from Maine to Florida, the whole seacoast was (if I may be al- 
lowed the figure used by Mr. Clay, before the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, in speaking of the Keatucky land claims) shingled over 
with charters to various individuals and companies, from dif- 
ferent nations of Europe, claiming title to the land, by either 
the right of discovery, of possession, or of conquest. 

Virginia, by the forfeiture of her charter, was made a Royal 
Government, and, consequently, the waste lands were claimed 
by the Crown. ae ` 

By the treaty of 1763, between England and France, the Mis- 
sissippi was established as the boundary between British Amer- 
ica and Loujsiana. This brought the line of Virginia very 
mucixshort of the Pacific ocean, X 

Tue Western lands were claimed by the British Crown, and 
ceded to tt by the treaty of Paris. Virginia now ceased to 
claim the territory “north of the lakes.” 

In fine, thirteen colonies had beeu carved out of Virginia at 
the period of the revolution, and England had relinquished to 
France all her claims to the lands west of the Mississippi river. 
At that period, the waste and wnappropriaied Jands were regard 
ed as Crown iands; and, during ‘the war, the large States, and 
especially New York and Virginia, claimed nearly all of the 
Western aad unappropriated lands, because they were alleged 
to be comprised within their original charter limits. 

The colonies made common canse in the war of indepen- 
dence, and, from the very commencement of the revolutionary 
struggle, seeing its necessity as well as policy, were desirous of 
making a Confederated Government. he anxiciy of the large 
States to have their claims recognised to all of the Western do- 
main, at once awakened the smail States to the true state of the 
question of right and justice in this-eniarged pretensi n. ‘The 
small States were all willing to make common canse against 
the common enemy, and regarded it but reasonable and just, 
and as politic as just, that whai was rescued from the common 
enemy should be the common property of all. 

Maryland, ever alive to this subject, took a leading andactive 
interest init. ‘he experience of the past made her sagacious 
as to the future. She had found tbat although her charter had 
been the most liberal, and her limits better defined than these 
of the other colon es, still, by the adroit management of William 
Penn, she had lost much of her northern territory, whilst Vir- 
ginia was urging claim to a portion of her southern territory, 
east of the Chesapeake bay, as well as toa large portion of her 
western and southern terriiory. This latter boundary is still jn 
dispute, and ought yet to be referred to the Supreme Couri of 
the United States for its final decisio 

The large States, and especially g is 
pretensions, induced Maryland to e ihe strongest arguments 
to their justice; nor was she willing to joia the Confederacy 
until those arguments were listened to and their iruthadmitted. 

In 1776, the Convention which framed the Constitution of 
Maryland expressed its sentiments unequivocally on this sub- 
ject, in the following reselution : 

“ Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
vention that the very extensive claim of the State of Vi i 
the back lands hath no foundation in justice, and that if che 
same or any like claim is admitted, the freedom of the small 
States and the liberties of America may be thereby greatly en- 
dangered: this Convention being firmly p deid that, if the 
dominion over those lands should be established by the blood and 
treasure of the United States, such lands ought to be considered 
as a common stock, to be parcejled out, at proper times, into con- 
venient, free, and independent Governments.” 

Asa matter of justice, the ground Maryland took was rig 
and calculatd to promote it; and, as a measure of poli 
wisdom, it was sagacieus. She foresaw that to give those la 
States all they desired would be worse than politcal folly. 


t 


would be potitical suicide; to confederate with them would be 


but placing herself between the upper and the nether millstone. 
At the adoption of the pre ent Constitution she stood equal in 
political power with New York. Each, under the Constitution, 
was allowed sit Representatives in Cungress. Wow have 
things changed! By the recent apportionment bill, Maryland 
has eight and New York forty; and, at the same r: in 
forty years Maryland will have about four, and New York 
sixTy—all consolidated and united. I hope, however, before 


H. of Reps 


that period arrives, it will he for the interest. of New York, a8 
wellas of the other States, that she will divide into two States.: 
Such is the contrast now. - How would it have been- had -not: 
Maryland urged the aurrender ef the Western lands clahned by 


‘New York and Virginia? The. smat} States. would long since 4 


have been overshadowed in political influence, and their mpw 
exished soit been abandoned. - pole oe: 

Although al! the States had signed the articles of confeder:. 
ation in 1779, save Maryland, she still persisted. in declining, 
and, in a most masterly and irresistible argument, instructed 


her delegates in Congress to refuse assent until the States should + 


relinquish their unjust pretensions. Jn their. msiuctions, the 
General Assembly of Maryland say to their delegates thats 
“Having conferred upon: yowa trust of the highest naiur, 


it is evident we place. great confidence in your integrity, abil-, < 
ities, and zeal to promote the -general welfare of the United: > 


‘States, and the particular interest of this State, where the latter: ` 
is not incompatible with the former; butto add greater weight 
to your proceedings in Congress, and take away all suspicions 
that the opinions you there deliver,: and tht votes-you ‘give, 


may be the mere opinions of indivicuals, and not resuiting irom `y 


your knowledge of the sense and deliberate judgment. of the 
State you represent, we think it our duty to instructas follow: 
eth on the sudject.of the confederation ; a subject in which, im- 
fortunately, a supposed difference of interest has- produced an 
atmost equal division ef sentiment among the severa) States 
comprising the Union. We say a supposed difference of inter- 
ests į for, if local attachm:nts and -prejudices, and the avarice 
and ambition of individuals, would give way to the dictates of’ 
a sound policy, founded on the principles .of justice, (and no 
other policy but what is founded on those immutable prmeiples 
deserves to be called sound,) we flatter ourselves this apparent 
diversity of intercsts would soon vanish, and all the States 
would confederate on terms: mutually. advantageous to all; for 
they would then perceive that no other confederation than one 
su formed can be lasting. Although the pressure of immediate 
calamities, the dread of their continuance, irom the appearance 
of disunion, and some other peculiar circumstances, may have 
induced some States to. accede to the present. confederation, 
contrary to their ows interests and judgments, it requires no. 
great share of foresight to predict that, when those causes cease 
to operate, the States which have thus acceded to the conteder- 
ation wia consider it as no longer binding, and will eagerly 
embrace the first occasion of asserting their just rights and se- 
curing their independence. Is it possible that those States who 
are ambitiously grasping at territories to which, in our judg- 


. ment, they have not the least. shadow of exclusive: right, will 


use with greater moderation the increase of wealth and power ` 
derived from those territories, when acqnired, than-whatmhey’ . 
have displayed in their endeavors to acquire them?” We-think , 
not., We are convinced the same spirit which hath prompted 
them to insist on a.claim so extravagant, so-repugnant to eve} 


k 0 KY. 
principle cf justice, so incompatible with the general “welfare | 7 
o° al) the States, will urge them on to ‘add oppression to injus- 


tice. If they should noi'be incited by a superiority of weal h 
and strength to oppress, by open force, their less-wealthy anı 
less powerful neighbors, yet depopulation, and, consequently, 
the impoverishment of those Siates, will necessarily follow, 
which, by an unfair construction of the confederation, may be 
stripped of a common interest and the common benefits desiro- 
bie from the Western country. Suppose, for instance, Vi: ginia 
indisputably possessed of the extensive and fertile country to 
which she has set up claim, what would be the probable conse- 
quences. to Maryland of such an undisturbed and undisputed 
Possession? They cannot escape the least discerning. © > 

“Virginia, by selling on the most moderate térms a small 
Proportion of the lands in question, would draw into her treasury 
vast sums of money ; and, in proportion to the sums arising from 
such sales, would be enabied to lessen her taxes.. Lands com. - 
paratively cheap, and taxes comparatively low, with the lands 
and taxes of an adjacent State, would quickly drain the State 
thus disadvantageously cireumstanced of its most useful inhabs 
itants; its wealth and its consequence in- the scald of the con- 
federated States would sink, of course. A claim so injurious 
to more than one-half, if not to the whole ef the United States, 
ought to be supported by the clearest evidence of the right ; 
yet, what evidence of that right has been produced? What 
arguments alleged in supporieither of the evidence or the right? ` 
None that we have heard of, deserviag a serious refuration. 
We are convinced policy and justice require that a country un- 
settledat the commencement of this war, claimed hy the Brit- 
ish Crown, and ceded to it by the treaty of Paris, if wrested 
froin the common enemy by the blood and treasure of the thir. 
teen States, should be considered as a common property, subs 
dect to be parcetled out by Congress into free, ceñvenient awl 
independent Governments, in such manner, and at such times, 
as the wisdom of that assembly shall hereafter direct, 


“Thus convinced, we should betray the trust reposed in us 
by our constituents, were we to authorize: you to ratify on their 
behalf the confederation, unless it be further explained. We 
have coolly and dispassionateiy considered the subject; we 
have weighed probable inconveniences and hardships against 
the sacrifice of just and essential-righte; and do instruct you 
not to agree to the confederation un'ess an article or articles be 
added thereto in conformity with our declaration. Should we 
succeed in obtaining such article or articles, then vou are here- 
by fully empowered to accede to the confederacy.” 


Though Maryland refused to sign the confederacy, she never 
for a momentabated her zeal and energy in opposing the enemy, 
and in giving protection and aid to the adjoining States. Tadeet, 
in the darkest hour of the revolution, her zeal and patriotism 
stood preeminent. . For, after General Washington. had been 
defeated on Long Island, and compclicd to evacuate New York 
and Philadelphia, and to retreatinto New Jersey with the whale 
amount of his force, consisting of but three thousand men, a 
majarity of that army were Marylanders; and Maryland, as if 
to give a higher and more indubitable earnest of her fidelity to 
the canse of independence, and of her confidence in the wisdom 
and patriotism ofthe commander-in-chief in this diastrons eporh 
of the war, elected at that very period, (1776,) for her firet Re. 
publican Governor, an individual * ‘who was. at the very mo- 
ment when he received his appointment, in General Washing- 
ton’s camp, at the head of seventeen hundred men whom he 
had marched from Maryland. And the individual who received 
this appointment to the chief executive station of Marylane, 


was the same who had, in the Congress of 1775, nominated: ` 


Generai Washington to the command of the continental army. 


Tf in error as to this latter fact, the distinguished member. ; 


* General Thomas Johnson, 


Feb. 1838; 


Feb. 1838. 
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from Massachusetts may be able, and, if so, I beg him to correct 
me. Buti do not perceive him in his seat. p” 

Tstand not here to eulogize Maryland. The history of the 
revolution sufficiently tells her praise; the tribute of approba- 
tion has beenamply accorded to her, hy poet, by orator, and by 
historian, but by none has her conduct been more eloquently 
spoken of than by the distinguished member from Massachu- 
setis, (Mr, ADAMS,) when, in his splendid eulogy upon the life 
and character of Lafayette, he thrillingly alluded to the zeal 
and patriotism of the ladies and merchants of Baltimore, in this 
the darkest hours of the struggle for independence. What I 


have said has been merely to show that, whilst the enemy over- 


ran and desoiated other States, Maryland not only defended her 
own territory, but liberally gave her treasure and sent her troops 
to protect the remotest portions of hersister States. 

She refused to sign the articles of confederation, unless they 
should contain some provision for settling the question as tothe 
Western domain. She resisted the claims of particular States, 
ag an extravagant pretence of right, inconsistent with reason 
and repugnant to justice ; she contended that what was rescued 
from the common. enemy, by the common effort, ought, of right, 
to be a common property, to enure forever for the common 
benefit of all the States. The position which Maryland thus 
took was approved by several of the States, and most of them 
contended, onsimilar grounds, for a participation in the public 
lands. 

On the Ist of February, 1779, (Delaware signed the articles: 
but her act of accession was accompanied with the following 
resolutions : i 

« Resolved, That this State think it necessary, for the peace 
and safety of the State, to be included in the Union ; that a mo- 
derate extent of limits should be assigned for such of those States 
as claim to the Mississippi or South sea; and that the United 
States in Congress assembled should and ought to have power 
of fixing their western limits. : 

* Resolved, also, Fhat this State consider themselves justly 
entitled tea right, in common with the members of the Union, 
to that extensive tract of country which lies to the weetward of 
the frontier of the United States, the property of which was not 
vested in, or granted to, individuals at the commencement of 
the present war; that the same hath been or may be gained 
from the King of Great Britain, or the native Indians, by the 
blood and treasure of all, and ought, therefore, to be a com- 
mon estate, to be granted out on terms beneficial to the United 
States.” 

New York led the way to effect the compromise. In February, 
1780, the Legislature of that State passed an act “ to facilitate 
the completion of the articles of confederation and perpetual 
union among the United States of America.” This act declared 
that the territory which she ceded “should be and enure for the 
use and benefit of such of the United States as should become 
members of the Federal altiance of the said States, and for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever? 

Maryland, having succeeded so far as to arouse other States 
to a sense of the importance of the question in relation to the 
Western domain, to prevent the injurious imp: ession that irre- 
concilable dissension existed among the States,signed the articles 
of- confederation on the ist of March, 1781, protesting, however, 
atthe sametime, against any inference being drawn that she had, 
by so doing, relinquished her claim to a participation in the 
Western lands; but assigned, as her reasons, that 

«Whereas it has been said that the common enemy isencour- 
aged, by this State not acceding to the confederation, to hope 
that the Union of the sister States may be dissolved, and there- 

. fore. prosecute the war in expectation of an event so disgraceful 
to America; and our friends and illustrious ally are impressed 
with an idea that the common cause would be promoted by our 
formally acceding to the confederation; this General Assembly, 
conscious that this State hath from the commencement of the 
war strenuously exerted herself in the common cause, and fully 
satisfied that, if no formal confederation was to take place, it is 
the fixed determination of this State to continue her exertions 
to the uttermost agreeably. to the faith pledged in the Union; 
from an earnest desire to conciliate the affection of the sister 
States, to convince the world of our unalterable resolution to 
support the independence of the United States, and the alliance 
with his Most Christian Majesty, and to destroy forever any ap- 
prehensions of our friends, or hopes of our enemies, of the State 
being again joined to Great Britain.” ,7 i 

Great Britain, by the treaty of peace in 1783, relinquished “to 
the Unrrep Staras all claim to the Government, property, and 
terrttorial rights of the same, and every part thereof.”” 

To the relinquishment of what “property and. territorial 
rights? did this treaty allude, if it was not to the Crown lands 
(forall the vacant unsold land was claimed as such) that were 


known to be situated within the limits of the charters of Mas- — 


sachueetts,, Connecticut, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia; the charters of all of which 
extended westwardly to the South sea or Pacific ocean? New 
York had an indefinite claim to a part of the Northwestern 
Territory. 

Then, under the treaty of peace with Great Britain, which 
met the entire concurrence of the thirteen States, Virginia in- 
cluded, the United States became entitled to the Western 
domain. . z : , 

This right in some degree became qualified by the acquies- 

cence of the General Government in the subsequent acts of ces- 
sion of those States within whose limits the unappropriated lands 
were situated. g 

Georgia, in 1602, relinquished to the United States her West- 
ern lands, comprising now the entire States of Mississippi and 
Alabama, excepting the southern portions of the same, which, 
with East Florida, were purchased of Spain by the United States 
in 1319, for five millions of dollars. The articles of agreement 
ani cession between the United States and Georgia explicitly 
declare “that all the lands ceded by this agreement to the Unit- 
ed States shall, after satisfying the above-mentioned payment of 
one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to the State 
of Georgia, and the grants recognised by the preceding condi- 
tions, be considered as a common fund for the use und benefit 
ofthe United States, Georgia inciuded, and shall be faithfully 

isposed of for that purpose, and for no ather use or purpose 
whatever.” 


The cession on the part of Virginia, which may be considered . 


asthe most important, from the magnitude of the territory com- 
prehended within the grant, after specifying certain conditions, 
-pequiring, among other things, the United States to reimburse 
the expenses which Virginia had incurred in defending the ter- 
ritory, explicitly states thatthe lands ceded ‘shall be consider- 
ed az a common fund, for the use and penefit of such of the 
United States as Have become, or shall become, members of the 
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confederation or Federal alliance of the said States, Virginia in- 
clusive, according to their usual respective proportions in the 
general charge and expenditure, und shalt be faithfully and 
bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no oiher use or 
purpose whatsoever.” 

By the treaty of 1803, France ceded Louisiana to the United 
States, for which the United States agreed to pay that nation 
fifteen millions of dollars. Then, viewing the public ands as 
having been acquired by congucgt, by purchase, or by cession, 
there is no avoiding the conclusion. that they are the common 
property of the United States, i 20hich each State has an in- 
terest in proportion to tts significance in the Union. 

The clear and specific langnage of the acts of cession dissi- 
pates every vapor and shadow of doubt on the subject, could 
any have existed, and clearly shows that Congress has no other 
power, if it is true to its trust, as an agent created by the States, 
with a specified and restricted power, than to ‘dispose of those 
lands to create “ a common fund,” for the benefit of each of the 
States of the Union, “according to their usual respective pro- 
portions ii the general charge and expenditure ;’ and that 
the public lands can only “be faithfully and bona fide disposed 
of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whaiso- 
ever. s j 

It must be apparent to all, that, as a common property, de- 
signed in the articles of cession to be granted for the benefit of 
ail of the States, and not for the partial benefit of a part of the 
States, any mode of distribution er appropriation which is par- 
tial in its tendency operates an injustice to the rest, in direct 
violation both of the language and intention of the acts of 
cession. So far as they have been or may be appropriated for 
objects of national defence, so far as they have been sold, and 
the proceeds paid into the Treasury, the Government has acted 
faithfully ; butso far as they have been applied to State and 
not national purposes, so far as they have been granted to par- 
ticular States for specific purposes, when they might have been 
granted for the like purposes to ail the States, the Government 
has acted in direct violation of the very language and spirit of 
the compacts. 

The Government has acted, in its unmeasured liberality to- 
wards the Western States, with great injustice to the old States 
—an injustice which is doubly severe upon those old States 
whose limits are comparatively small, and whose means of 
revenue are not very great, in giving immense bounties of the 
public domain for specific, and local, and State purposes. 

The Government has given to the Western States one thirty- 
sixth part of the public lands, for the purposes ef education in 
those States and Territories in which the lands are situated. And 
thus has been carveJ out of the general property of the whole 
nation, which Congress solemnly pledged itself to appropriate 
only for the benefit of all, this vast amount for the local and ex- 
clusive benefit of a part Have not the old States an equal—I 
might say, truly, a superior—claim to a like proportionate ap- 
propriation of the public property fer the same purpose? Is 
not education equally as important in one region of the nation 
asitisin another? And is it not as expensive in the old as it 
is in the new States? Can this Government, I will ask, consider 
itself as acting in honest and just faith as long as itomits to make 
similar appropriations of the public lands to the’ old States for 
purposes. of education? The appropriations have been made 


for State, not national purposes; they were of a character that 


might have been made to ail the Siates. Is it in good faith to 
restrict them to a part only ? 

The number of acres which the Government has given to the 
new States east of the Mississippi amounts to 7,909,903. H the 
same policy be pursued with the territory west of the Missis- 
sippi, (as it ought to be, provided it be extended to the old 
States also,) the number of acres which will be appropriated in 
that region will be 6,666,666; making an aggregate of 14,576,- 
569 acres, which, at wo dollars per acre, will make the enor. 
mous amount of $29,153, '38, given exclusively to a particular 
section of the country, from the common property of the nation. 

This calculation is placing the jand at the Jow price of two 
dollars per acre, (much of it has sold for ten “dollars, and, in- 
trinsicaly, onan average, itis worth, I believe, more than five ;) 
and Seybert has shown that, before the reduction of the Gov- 
ernment price, it averaged more than two dollars per acre ; 
which will make, when the Western country shall have been 
settled, land worth, perhaps, seventy or eighty millions of col- 
lars of the general property of the nation, which Congress will 
have given for local State benefits. i 

In-addition to this vast amount of land which has been given 
to the Western States for purposes of education, they have 
received two and a half per cent. on the sales of the public lands, 
and large grants for purposes of internal improvements. The 
amount of money which the General Government has expended 
iu the purchase and management of the public Jands, including 
interest thercon, is upwards. of $49,000,000. In I831 it was 
$48,077,551, including interest. 'This amount bas been chiefly 
paid py the old States, and much of their wealth has been drawn 
from them, while the amount of money which had been paid 
into the Treasury from the sales of the pubiic lands, up to 1831, 
is but $37,272,718; therefore the National Treasury had not, at 
that time, been reimbursed, by including interest, by $10,31 4,833. 
And yet this Congres is gravely asked—by whom? not the 
People, but by a few honorable members—to reduce the price 
of the Western lands! és 

Nor shpuid Congress refuse to giant tothe old States their 
fair distributive share of the public lands forthe purpose of 
education ; and, if they are true to themselves, they will insist 
upon the grant. Maryland contains 8,960,000 acres ; at the ratio 
of one thirty-sixth part, she would be entitled to 298,665 acres; 
which, at two dollars per acre, would amount to the sum of 
$597,330, as a perpetual fund for common schools and academies. 
United with her present school fund, this amount would enable 
her to diffuse niore generally the benefits of education through. 
out the entire State. By the adoption ofsuch a poticy, the like 
benefits would result to every State inthe Union. Pennsylvania 
wonld be entitled to 995.732 acres, and all the rest of the old 
States to an amount proportionate to.their limits. But] shail 
allude to this subject more particularly in another pert of my 
remarks. In 1821 the Legislature of Maryland passed the follow- 
ing resolutions ; 

& Resolved by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
each of the Unked Stats has an equal right to participate in 
the. benefitof the public lands, the common property of the 

nion. 


* Thìsis predicated npon the calculation that Louisana con- 
tains, according to Mr. Seybert’s estimate, 200,000.000 acres; 
but it contains 750,000,000, by Senator Cray’s estimate, which 
would more than double the amount. 
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“ Resolved, That the Saites m whose: favor: Congress havé , 
not made appropriations of land for the purposes ot education, 
are entitled to such appropriations as will correspond, ina juet 
proportion, with those heretofore made in: favor of the other 
tates”? ee : Aa 

Another: resolution was: passed, inviting the attention of the 
Legislatures pf the several States to the subject, and’also their 
Representatives in Congress. ous as ha Rane 

_ These resolutions were accompanied by:-a report from My. 
Maxcy to the Senate of Maryland, which, for clear, irresistible’ 
reasoning, and enlightened policy, is. second to- no: report ; 
hag ever been made on the subject.. Ifthe reportof-Mr. Cray °° 
(1 mean the American statesman).on the subject of the Western = 
lands should be decided more able, it would be for the. reason’ 
that Plato gave why one of .Demosthenes’s, orations was better: < 
than the rest, “ because it was the longest.” Most of the States: 
gave favorable responses to the resolutions.of. Maryland, ‘ang : 
the subject was brought before Congress. Congress delayed 
action, upon the iground that io grant-lands to the old States 
might, for the tine, retard the payment of the national debt, 
and derange, in some degree, the sinking. fund system ; but} 
will, before 1 conclude, allude more particularly to the proposi- 
tions and reports made in relation to the public lands asa jund- 
for education. That debt has. been paid off; the nation is free. 
from debt; so that argument cannot now be used, And Con- 
gress should new pay a debt of gratitude—no, sir, not a debt-of 
gratitude, but a debt of justice—to the old States. Justice is all 
that they ask, and it is what they have a right to require. 

I have dwelt much longer upon this branch of the subject 
than I had intended; and, before I proceed to that part ol the 
report of the committee which relates to the reduction of the 
price of the public lands, I will make à remark or two upon a 
portion of the report which alludes to the relative power of the 
Government and the new States, in the exercise of the right of 
eminent domain. É cee $ 

The report states“ that the committee do not propose a dis- , 
cussion of the question whether, in the language of some of the 
acisof cession referred to, the new States have beenadmitted 
into the Union with the name ‘rights of sovereignty, freedom, 
and independence, as the other States ;nor whether there is 
strict propriety in the declaration, to be found in ali the acts 
and resolutions of Congress for the admission of new States, that 
they are ‘admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the : 
original States, in allrespecis. whatever.’ Wis not now, (the 
committee state,) and we hope it never may. be, necessary to 
inquire how far the want of eminent domain, the power to 
dispose of or tax soilwithin her limits, is compatible with the 
‘sovereignty’ of a State ; nor to show that the original States, 
from the time of their independence, and at the date of the 
several compacts, had that right.’? : 

Then, to come back to the immediate consideration of the 
report: The committee hold that the right of eminent domain, 
the right to dispose of and to tax soil, ave essential attributes of 
Stute sovereigniy. These attributes may existina sovereign 
State; butte make these powers attach to, and be possessed by, 
the new States, presupposes the fact, that, when a State is admit- 
ted into the Union, with equai political and municipal powers, 
it becomes, by that admission, a sovereign State, It might he 
saying too much, Mr. Speaker, though I think not, to assert 
that there is not absolute sovereignty in either the General Gov- 
ernment or in a State Government. ; 

‘This feature and argument of the report is peculiar. It half 
asserts, half yields, the right of a State to tax and dispose of. 
the national property within its limits, and dwells upon the 
word “sovereignty” with much stress. The ground is not 
boldly taken in the report, that the power of the western 
States. over the unappropriated lands is paramount to the 
authority of the General-Government, but an inference is clear 
in every mind that an attempt is made to inculcate such a aoc- 
trine. I know that the bold position was asserted, à ‘few years 
ago, by the Chief Magistrate of Hlinois, (Governor Edwards.) : 
The same views are also. urged in one or. two other reports 
which have been mad» to this House; and Ihave before nie 
resolutions and an address froma public meeting held in Indiana, 


. unequivocally asserting it. 


Before distinguished members on this floor commit themselves 
in favor of such doctrines, I would warn them. to look at the 
past. Before they use their powerful names in urging their 
States to take such rash grounds, I would admonish them to 
reflect upon the results of all the controversies which.have ex» 
isted between State decisions, both legislative and judicial, and 
those of the National Legislature and Judiciary; to examine 
weil the Constitution and the powers delegated to Congress and 
the Supreme Court under that instrument. 

‘rhe term “ State sovereignty” is usedin almost every docu. 
ment and public address, az if it were conceded on all sides that 
each of the States of this Union really possessed unqualified, 
absolute, national authority and privileges. if } were to at- 
tempt to explain the philosophy of the error (if the terms are 
admissible) which controls the course of so many gentlemen, 
in both State and national councils, in their interpretation of the 
Constitution, the powers of the Generali Government and the 
States, I would trace tt to their superficial examination of the 
subject; to their adopting the opinions of prominent men as 
their guides, without examining the date of their opinions, and 
the attendant circumstances which may have elicited them. 
Such opinions are often found to be contradictory in themselves, 
yet easily reconcileable with the timesand incidents which may 
have given rise to them. Another cause of error is the omis- 
sien, on the part of too many public men of the present day; to 
draw a distinction between the limited powers given to the old 
Confederacy, and the great mass of powers reserved at that 
time by the States—the increased powers given by'the present 
Constitution to the General Government, and the more limited 
powers reserved under that. instrument by the States. They 
too frequently use the arguments of distinguished gentlemen 
who were opposed to the adoptin of the Constitution, as the 
true ru’e of interpretation after its adoption. They use the 
arguments of those who were in favor of the old Confederacy, 
as'proof that the States should have wil the powers possessed 
under. it, and that the General Government should be as- impo 
tent as the old Confederacy; not sufficiently reflecung that, 
though opposed by great names, the Constitution was adopted, 
and became potential, with all the numerous and very great 
powers ingrafted upon it, and became supreme: within the scope 
of the powers delegated. Such gentiemen.do injustice to them- 
selves, as well as injury to the fame of those great nanies whom 
they quote, , : . , 

Į greatly respect the influence of authority, but. í venerate in 
a higher degree the weight of argument and reason. ‘‘Fhat in- 
dividual who takes as hie political creed the acts, sayings, and 
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writings of any one leading politician, from youth to the grave, 
through every vicissitude of government and modification of 
policy, may spare himself much reading and reflection; but I 
much question if he will ever be able tu render himself either 
eminent or useful. Such menare like the mildewed and sickly 
plants that vegetate beneath the shades of the ample oak, bear- 
ing neither character nor name. They may creep around its 
rough trunk, and crawl to some weak and: decayed bough, may 
be occasionally cheered by some faint sunbeam, but they give 
no strength, and only obstruct the healthful air from. the noble 
tree. : 

1 like to see every public or private man in this nation stand- 
ing erect like the native forest tree, and proudly snpporting 
himself. It is such men who are really the pillars of the State 

Mr. Jefferson was opposed to that feature in the Constitution, 
before its adoption, which rendered the President eligible for 
re-election; yet, alter the instrument was adopted, did Mr. 
Jefferson refuse to serve a second term in the Presidency. All 
know that he did not. a 

In the last powerful speech which Patrick Henry made in the 
Virginia convention, against the adoption of the Constitution, 
he said, if the Constitution were adopted, “ My head, my band, 
and my heart shail be free to retrieve the loss of liberty, anil 
remove the defects of that system in a constitutional way. I 
wish not to go to violence, but will wait with hope that the spirit 
which predominated in the revolution is not yet gone, nor the 
cause of those who are attached to the revolution vet lost; I 
shall, therefore, patiently wait, in expectation of seeing that 
Government changed, so as to be compatible with the saluty, 
liberty, and happiness of the people,” 

What did Patrick Henry say after the Constitution was 
adopted? When his own beloved Virginia was arraying her- 
self against the laws of Congress,Patrick Henry, at the age of 
sixty-three, quit his repose and his retirement, to become a 
candidate for a seat in the State Legislature, in order to oppose 
the course of hig State.. In ‘his address to the people he said: 
“ Tfever you recur to another change, you may bid adieu for- 
ever to representative Government. ou can never exchange 
the present Government but for a monarchy.” 

Luther Martin made an address to the Logislature of Mary- 
land, stating with unparalled power and ability why he had, in 
convention, opposed the adoption of the Constitution, which, in 
my humble judgment, is much the ablest paper ever written 
against the adoption of the Constitution; but he did not hesi. 
tate, as all well know who have read his many masterly argu- 
ments, to give all of the provisions in that instrument, after its 
adoption, a rational and effective construction. 

Under the old Confederacy, Congress was not authorized to 
a‘lopt an efficient. system of revenue; it could levy quotas on 
the States, but could not enforce their observance. It was fei- 
tered as to commerce, and, in the language of Chief Justice Jay, 
Prior to the date of the Constitution, the people had notany 
national tribunal te which they could resort for justice, the dis- 
tribution of justice wae then confined to State judicatories, in 
whose institution and organization the people of the other 
States kad no participation and over-whom they had not the 
least contral. There was then no general court of appeiiate 
jurisdiction, by which the errors ef Siate courts affecting 
either the nation at large or the citizens of any . other: State, 
could be. revised: and corrected, Each State was obliged to 
acquiesce in the measure of justice which another State might 
yield to her-or to her citizens ; and that even in cases where State 
considerations. were not always favorable to ihe most exact 
measure, : There was danger that from this source animosities 
would in time result; and as the transition from animosities to 
hostilities was frequent in the history of independent Siates, a 
common tribunal for the termination of gontrovessies becaine 
desirable, from motives both of justice and of policy. 

“Prior also to that period the United States had, by taking 
a place among the nations of the , become amenable to 
the laws of nations; and it was their interest, as wel) as tbeir 
duty, to provide that those laws should berespected and obeyed. 
1n their national character and capacity the United States were 
responsible to foreign nations for the conductof each State rel- 
ative to the laws of nations and the performance of treaties ; 
and there the expediency of referring all such questions to 
State courts, and parucularly to the courts of delinquent States, 
became apparent, While all the States were bound to proiect 
each, and the citizens of each, it was highly proper and reason. 
able that they should bein a capacity not only to cause justice to 
be done to each, and the citizens of each, but also to cause jus- 
tice to be done by each, and the citizens of each; and that not 
by violence and force, but in a stable, sedate, and regular course 
of judicial procedure.” 

In more than one hundred instances have the courts of the 
Union decided upon the acis and claims of the variou States; 
and of that uumber fifteen were of Maryland—more than from 
any other State in the Union; and, of alt the old States, Dela- 
ware, which was the first to adopt the Constitution, is, I believe, 
the only exception ; and In every case the decision of the national 
courts has been sustained. 

Maasachusetts pronounced the embargo unconstitutional ; 
Penusylvania opposed the excise law ; Connecticut denied that 
her militia should be commanded, in time of war, by officer: 
appointed by the. National Executive; Maryland and Ohio 
sought to tax the branches of the United States Bank; Kentucky 
set up her land Jaws; yet each and all were quieied by the decis- 
ion of the national wibunals. Pennsylvania had her forces in 
the field, yet the nationa) laws and authorities prevailed. More 
recently one of the southern States arrayed herself against the 
laws of Congress, I allude to these historical facts in no.spirit 
of unkindness, but as historical facts that teach a salutary warn- 
ing. Nordo E wish to range over so expansive a debate as 
arose on Foot’s famous land resolutions in the Senate, where 
the whole doctrine of State interposition and State sovereignty 
was discussed ‘for months, with an ability never surpassed by 
any deliberative assembly. But, as an Americaa, I cannot re- 
gret that that discussion was had; Fdo not regret it, because it 
elevated the American name without destroyme the American 
Union, and opened a new and brilliant leaf in the volume of 
American genius. $ 

it was a conflict, in my apprehension, more subiime than the 
warring.of contending elements. It was a conflict of mind, 
where mind met andsubdued mind. The occurrence to which 
I allude formed a new epoch in the history of this nation, and 
presented a apectacle of the highest sublimity. Ido not use 
the word “sublimity” in the august sense of bookmen ; of old 
ocean, when the elements fret its vast bosom into fearful terror ; 
of the grand prairie on fire, which forces the heavens to reflect 
its lurid light, and fills the mind with an idea of immensity of 
flame ; ofthe pale and. blue mountain crag, which lifts its as 
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piring head to the heavens, as if to defy the terror of the light- 
ning and the thunders ; ner of the wide and headlong cataract, 
which precipitates itself from the fearful height above to the 
abyss below, dashes its angry waters into foam, and hangs its 
spray and its rainbow in the heavens as a trophy of is. awful 
power and sublimity, I have seen all this} but there is a sub- 
lime spectacle which has struck me with more peculiar force, 
and one which reminds me more of the influence and power of 
sion. It 
is the confluence of the Missauri and the Mississippi, or the 
silent meeting of the Ohis with the Mississippi. There is no 
awful terror there which astonishes reflection; no dreadiul 
noise that subdues the senses; but you see the meeting of 
mighty waters : you see a vast river swallowing up, without 
commotion, vast rivers; you see that great mother of waters 
flowing on in sullen and silent grandeur, as if it received no aid, 
as if it were unconscious that there were other streams, You.. 
are not amazed at its breadth, nor its depth, but you are awed 
at its quiet, sublime silence, and power.. Your mind is not 
alarmed or astonished, but forced to reflect. It is thrown into’ 
a new and endless world of meditation. You behold a stream 
which has flown on from the beginning of the world, and will 
roll on through all time, which defies the control of all human 
power, and is the same, unchanged and unchangeable. Such 
was the moral power of the speech to which I allude—its calm 
and unostentatious power, its moral sublimity, which bore . 
down all resistance, and forced its influence through al! the 
Channels of human thought. The doctrine of State supremacy 
had spread from town to town, from county to couùty, and from 
State to State. It rolled en like mighty waters, overleaping 
their banks, from South to North, as cach aspiring wave strove 
to overreach its predecessor in the anxious progress. Tt was 
then that the reproach of being a Northman was thrown upon 
Daniel Webster; he was accused—no matter how wrongfully, 
he was still accused—with ag Deen an ac ary of the 
Tfartford Convention, which was charged with having had the 
design ofa dissolution of the Union : in the same breath he was 
called a consolidationist, and a federalist, and an opposer of the 
war. Undersucha cloud of prejudice, he rose in his Senate 
place, and bya mighty effort of mind, such as history furnishes 
but one parallel to, in its ipnflyence upon a nation, and that the 
master effort of the great Cicero, he dashed back the angry’ 
waters to their fountains, to flow on in future ia their usual and 
well-defined courses. It was a victory more glorious than any 
won on the battle-field—a victory without carnage. It was the 
triumph of intellect controlling intellect, and staying physical 
hostilities hy the moral force of reason and the sublime eloquence 
of wisdom. 

The hero chief of the Presidency, who had added lustre to 
the arms of his country, and covered his brow with perennial 
laurels amid the savannas and morasses or the South ; who had 
defeated, on the plains of New Orleans, Wellington’s gallant 
soldiers of the Peninsula, iron-willed as he was, was subdued by 
that speech, and became uitra, as all sudden converts do. He 
sent, after that speech, his proclamation abroad, more ultra na- 
tional than Webster’s speech, and never thought more of pub- 
lishing General Hayne’s abie specch in letters of gold. 

In the days of Cicero, there were one hundred and fifty of the 
speeches of Cato, the censor, extant; and although he flour- 
ished less than a century before the former, yet Cicero asks, in 
his dialogue, “what living or lately deceased orator has read 
them 2”? I might ask, though it would not be in place, how 
many of the orators, who figure in the present age, will find a 
reader in the next—who will search out, and read, their evan- 
escent productions on constitutional construcjion and policy of 
government. By the bill of the eminent statesman of the West, 
a salutary compromise united the whole South in its support, 
and quieted, it could be hoped, all collisions between State and 
national jurisdiction. 

Daniel Webster’s speech, and Henry Clay’s compromise bill, 
should gain each the gratitude of individuals most immediately 
interested in that contest, and of the nation. What has been 
the effect upon individuals, isnot my province to inquire. Itis 
true that Rochefoucault has a maxim, that “ whenever you do 
an individual a service beyond his power to repay you, he is 
sure to become your enemy, in order to cancel the obligation.” 
I will let others judge of its truth, iv itis trae, and make iis ap- 
plication, if it has any. Bu: I fear 1 have digressed so.aewhat 
from the subject, and will return to its examination. 

The Federal Government has less power than the Houses of 
Parliament in England. The latier ars- governed by no fixed, 
written Constitution. The common law of usage regulates, in 
some degree, the sphere of their actions; and the vagueness of 
their power, undefined and uncontrollable, (for the veto has be- 
come obsolete.) is asserted, nor will either House define the 
limits of its power. 


The Genera! Government of the United States, on the other 
hand, has been shorn of, or rather not allowed, absolute and un- 
limited power. The Constitution is the rule of action—giving 
to the General Government strictly defined and limited powers, 
and general discretionary powers, on specific subjects, to be 
exercised, or not, in the wisdom of the Jaw-making power. 
Thero are, moreover, inhibitory powers mentioned in the Con- 
stitution, which the Government may not exercise; yet nncon- 
trolled sovereignty wonld not be absolute without the power to 
exercise them. “No bii of attainder or ex post facto law shall 
be passed.”—-Sec. ix. The General Government has not abso 
lute sovereign power granted it under the Constitution ; but that 
insirument, on the contrary, has circumscribed and Jimited its 
power, beyond which it cannot operate. In the language of 
Chief Justice Marshall, “The General Government, though 
lémitedas to its objects,issupreme with respect to those objects.” 


The States have reserved to them, in the Constitution, all the 
powers which they have not expressly granted and delegaied 
to the General Government; consequently, whenever a law 
may he enacted by a State Legislature, which is in derogation 
of the Constitution, or which may conflict with that instrument, 
the Supreme Court is thé arbitrator, and the law is declared 
void; for the Constitution of the United States is the supreme 
law ofthe land 

Chief Justice Marshall has said, in the case of Mr. McCulloch 
va. the Staie of Maryland: 

“If the controlling power of the States be established, if their 
supremacy as to taxalion be acknowledged, what is to restrain 
their exercising this control in any shape they may please to 
give it? Their sovereignty is not confined to taxation. That 
is not the only mode in which it might bedisplayed. The ques- 
tion is, in truth, a question of supremacy ; and, if the right of 
the States to tax the means employed by the General Govern- 
ment he conceded, the declaration that the Constitution and the 
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laws made in pursuance thereofshall be the supreme law ofthe 
Tand is empty and unmeaning declamation? 7. r 

A sovereign State can have a standing army—may. lay.im- 
posts, duties, and may levy war against a foreign State orGov- 
ernment; and nv S:ate is sovereign that cannot exercise these... 
essential attcibutes of sovereignty: yet all the States are expres 

ly inhibited from doing; so by the Constitution... They have. 
yielded up.those powers to the General Government. Then, a 
State, to be sovereign, nust first destroy. the Constitution; and 
rebel successfully against it, The right of revolution is nota 
constitutional right, but _is.an instinctive, natural tight, overrun. 

ling al written. law... Whilst all admit that doctrine, against 
intolerable oppression, as a dernier resort, none are wiling, 

hecause.none think it necessary, to resort toit, Instead of the 
sword to-settle domestic differences, the American people ap- 

peal to, and use successfully, the moral artillery of reason. 

“ Sovereignty,” like the word ‘ same,” is used in the Vir- 
ginia and other acts of cession in a relative, comparative, con» 
ventional. sense: . With other restricted rights. of. “ sove-- 
reignty”’ of the States is that to “dispose of or tax the soii”. of 
the United States within the limits of the Western States. There 
are no derelict lands in the Western States. What is not owned 
by the States, or has not-been purchased from the United States. 
by individuals, or given away by the United States for specific 
purposes, ts owned by the United States, for which the General 
Government has given a valuable consideration. “Are the forts 
in the old States, which are owned by the Government, taxed 
for State purposes? They are not. Are they more the. prop: 
erty of the Government than the lands fer which the Govern- 
ment has paid a greater amount of money ? y 

The distinction should be borne in mind, for it is obvious, be- 
tween the right of jurisdiction and the right of soil, ‘The mu. 
nicipal influence of a State pervades its entire limits. The 
right to seize upon, ind appropriate, the-soil or property. of 
the General Government cannot he exercised by any State in 
the Union. Then, if the Western States desire the land of the 
United States. within their limits, and are unwilling to effect 
their wishes by violating the law and the principle of the deca: 
logue, they must possess it .by purchase ; and 1 will not deny 
their right to purchase, as indiy iduals.do; the public. lands, and 
on the same conditions. That condition of the act of Congress 
which exempts the land from taxation for five years.after it has 
been sold is looked upon as injurious to the interest of the West- 
ern States, That condition was annexed upon the ground that 
it would benefit the Western States, by holding out inducements 
for the industrious and enterprising to emigrate. and settle the 
public lands. Nor do I doubt that it has bad that effect, in a 
very great degree. Bat if any honorable trans-alleghany, mern. 
ber thinks otherwise, and should desire to have:that condition 
removed, as one of the Representaiives from an old State, Lam 
free to avow my entire willingness 10 vote fora bill to effect 
that object. : i 

The same vear that Virginia passed the act of cession, Con- 
gress passed a resolution which, among other conditions, after 
regulating the manner in which the northwestern territories 
should be admitted into the Union as States, has this condition 
clearly set forth: 

“ Provided that both the temporary and permanent Govern- 
ment be established (in the State admitted) on these principles 
as their basis : 

“1, That they shall forever remain a part of this confederacy 
af the United States. 

“2, ‘That they shal] be subject to the articles of confederation 
in all those cases in which the original States shall be so subject, 
and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States in Con. 
gress assembled, conformably thereto. £ 

3. That they shall in no case interfere. with the primary 
disposalof the soit by the United States in Congress’asseni- 
bled, nor with the ordinances and regulations which Congress 
may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to the bona 
fide purchasers. : 

“d. That they shail be subject to pay a part of the Federal 
debis contracted, or to be contracted, to be apportioned on them 
by Congress, according to the same common rule and measure 
by which apportionments thereof shall be made on the other 
States. 

“5. That no fax shall be imposed on lands the property of 
the United States. 

“6 ‘That their respective Governments shall be Republican. 

“7, That the lands of non-resident proprietors shall in no 
case be taxed higher than those of residents within any new 
State, before the admission thereof to a vote by its delegates in 
Congress.” 

The necessity for reducing the price of the public lands can 
only be made mauifest by showing that the price, as established | 
at present, is higher than the real value of the lands, and for 
that reason the sales are comparatively limited, and the setile- 
ment of them greatly retarded. Has any such proof heen offer- 
ed? None that I have read or heard. But, on the contrary, 
the history of the settlement of the Western jands illustrates the 
unparalleled liberality of the General Government to that region 
of country ; and the rapid advance of the new Siatesto wealth, 
their rapid increase of population, and unprecedented prosper- 
ity, are the proofs nnanswerable that the Western States have 
not the shadow ofa cause to reproach the Government for want 
of liberality. 

To the clear understanding of this subject, it is proper to. 
recur to the past, and examine the present prices of the Western 
lands with the relative effects which those prices have had upon 
the oid and the new States. 

At the close of the Revolutionary war, the General Govern- 
ment commenced the present land system, and established two 
dollars as the price which should be given per aere for all the 
public land which was not disposed of at public sales, and 
allowed a liberal time for the parchaser.to make payment. 

In 1820, the Government thought it advisable. to abolisb the 
credit system, and to require that the purchase money should 
be paid in hand at the time of making the purchase ; in con 
sideration of which, the price was reduced to $1 25 per acre, 
and the sections were divided into smaller allotments ; so that, 
with fifty dollars, a purchaser might be enabled to procure 
forty acres of good land in perpetuity, with a litle never to be 
questiened. $ EA ori 

What, let me ask, has been the operationof this policy ? Has 
it been the aggrandizement of the. old States, and the tardy 
settlement of-the new States? No‘voice will utier.sucha belie! ; 
for the very reverse is the fact. `- ; 


‘Has the amount of sales augmented or diminished? 

By the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
sent to this House by the Secremry of the Treasury, January 
30, 1938, tables B and A, give ‘the amount sold each year. 


Feb. 1838. 
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B. 


Echibit of the quantity of publie land sold; the amount paid 
by the purchasers ‘hereof, and the payments mude into 
the Treasury on account of the sules of public lands, from 

ig earliest period of the sales to the 30th September, 


PPETI 


Quantity. of } Amount paid | Amount paid 
‘Near. | land sold— | by purchasers. |. into the Trea: 
i „į acres, sury. 
In 1796, 1797 5 
“4798, 1800 = = _ $100,783 59 
` 1801 z $ 168,125 01 
1902 - - 189,628 02 
1803 = = 165,975 69 
1804 - - 487,526 79 
1805 = - 540,193 88. 
1806 od = 765,245 73 
_ 1907 - -~ 466,163 27 
1808 - - 697,939 06 
1809 = ai 442,252 33 
1810 z A 696,548 82 
1811 = er 1,010,287 53 
1912 = e 710,427 78 
1813 - 835,655 14 
1814 < 1,135,971 09 
1815 - = 1,287,959 28 
1816 > - 1,717,985 03 
1817 oz = 1,991,226 06 
1818 | - H - 2,606,564 77 
1819 = | 2 3}274,422 78 
To June , 
, *1820. | 13,648,645.43 | $27,905,009 76 : 
From ; : 71,635,871 61 
duly 1, 1820 303,404.09 424,962 26 
IRL » 781,213.32 1,169,224 98 1,212,966 46 
1822 |. 801,226.18 | 1,023,267 83 | 1,803,581 54 
1823 | | 653,319.52 850,136 26 916,523 10 
1924 749,323.04 953,799 03 984,418 15 
1825 893,461.69 1,205,068 37 1,216,690 56 
1826 848,962.26 1,128,617 27 1,893,785 09 
1827 926,727.76 1,318.105 36 1,495,845 26 
1828| 965,600.36 | 1,221,357 99 | 2}018,308 75 
1829 1,244.860.0} 1,572,863 54 1,517,175 13 
1830 1,929,733-79 2,133,432 94 2,329,356 14 
1931 | 27771836.88 | 3,557,023 76 | 3,210,815 48 
1882| 246234216! 3,115,376 09 | 2,623,281 OB 
1833 |  3,856,227.56 4,972,284 S4 3,967,681 55 
1834 | 465821871! 6,099,981 O£ | 4,857,600 69 
1835 | 12,564,473 85 | 15,999,804 11 14,757,610 75 
mE: 1836 |- 20,074,870.92 | 25,167,633 06 | 24,641,979 86 
oBept fe. : 
1687 |. 4,885.462.97 | 6,127,418 39 | 5,644,021 09 


ret eet ee 


"75,025,055.50 | 106,245,656 88 | 94,496,543 81 
z a = D 
Received by the Treasurer of the Bnited 
States in 1836 - ore a - - 
Ditto, in 1837 - 
Total “oot 94,787,413 81 


eR 
* End of credit system.—(8ee table B.) i 
t This amount is ‘the aggregate of payments Into the Trea- 
aury for the year 1820, under the cash and eredit systems, Such 
aggregate is also exhibited for the subsequent years, 


A. 


Ehibit of the quantiry of land entered under the credit sys- 
tem prior to the Ist of July, 1820, (which includes the lands 
subsequently relinquished und reverted to the United States 
under the various laws passed for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of public lund,) and the umount contracted to be 
paid by the purchasers thereof. 


en eee anneal 


Year. Acres sold. {Amountcontract- 
ae . ed to paid by 
purchasers. 

i ee | |- E 
1787 72,974.00 $117,108 24 
1792 1,165,440.00 832,549 66 

- 1796 43,446.61 100,427 53 
1801 398,646.45 834,887 11 
1302 - 310,009.77 680,019 54 
1803 151,069.43 | 398,181 28 
1804 373,611.54 | 772,851 95 
1805 - 6:9,206 13 Í 4,235,953 22 
1806 473,211.63 3,001,358 02 
1807 359,011.79 738,273 29 
1808 213,472.12 459,230 34 
1809 ~ 231,044.98 550,655 03 
-1810 235,879.41 502,382 13 
1811 283,930.31 614,324 58 
1812 . 536,537.40 | 1,149,536 46 
18613 -f 270,241.43 621,199 44 
18l4 . + 864,536.53 | 1,784,560 95 
1815 i 1,120,233.64 2,340,183 91 
1816 1,622,930 06 3,567,273 88 
1817 2,159,372.43 | 5,022,409 St 
1818 - 2,401,844.60. 7,209,997 42 
1819 «do. 5,875,648:17 17,681,794 37 
30th June, : 1820 So 518,500.80 1,465,293 94 
19,965,753.23 49,680,427 13 


The above shows the quantity of land entered, dnd the put- 
chase-money: Moof from the sarliest. period, annually, to the 
30th of June, 1920, without regard to their subsequent reversion 
to the United States, or their subsequent relinquishment to the 
United States urider the several reie laws. The net quanti- 


35 


Public lands—Mr. Q.- Johnson. ~ 


ty of land actually sold or ¢ctained by the purchasereunder the 
credit system is 13,648,645.43 acres ; and the net amount paid 
is $27,905,099 76; which amounts are put down in table A, as 
the “quantity of land sold,” and the “amount paid by pur- 
chasers,’ from the earliest period to the 30th June, 1820. i 

The lands sold from 1787 to 1796, inclusive, are the lands seld, 
prior to the opening of the land effice, to John Cleves Symmes, 
the Ohio Company, and to individuais, at public sales heldin 
New York and Pittsburgh. Si PL tee Te 

These facts rebuke into silence every idea that the policy of 
the Government is illiberal, or that the price of the public land 
is too high; it cannot be, when the demand for land in the West 
is so rapidly augmenting. 7 cea f 


What are the factsin relation to the settlement of those lands? | 


Forty-seven years ago the entire population west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains hardly 
whilst the old States have increased within that period at a rate 
of about 15 per cent. every ten- years, the new. States have 
augmented in population at the rate of 33 per cent. in the same 
period, ‘The new States have increased with more-than double 
the rapidity of the eld States, and some of them at more than 
quadruple the rate of many of the old States. 


Increase of the population of the United States in ten years. 


Population 


States. Per cent. {Square miles 
in 1830. 
Maine - ©- r 33.9 399,437 
New Hampshit - 10.4 296,328 
Vermont $ -l 19.0 280,657 
Massachusetts - -f 16.6 610,408 
Rhode Island - -> + 17.0 97,199 
Connecticut - - 82 297,675 
Wew York - 39.4 1,918,608. 
New Jersey > - “4 15.6 320,823 
Pennsylvania - -| 28.4 1,348,233 
Delaware - -4 5.5 | 76,748 
Maryland -. i 9.7 | 447,040 
Virginia - <d 13.7 1,211,405 
North Carolina - i 15.6 | 737,987 
South Carolina, ~ 15.7 | 581,185 
Georgia - - 51.5 | 516,823 
Alabama 141.6 | 309,527 
Mississippi - ` 80 1i 136,621 
Louisiana - 40.7 | 215,739 
Tennessee - 62.7 | 631,903 
Kentucky - 22.1 j 687,917 
Ohio - 61.2 j 935,884 
Indiana - ai 132.1 343,031 
Illinois - -! 185.4 | 157,445 
Missouri - zal O04 } 140,445 
‘Michigan 5 250.1 31,639 
Arkansas =. | | 133 30,388 
Florida - oO - 34,730 
‘District of Columbia-- | 20.1 39,834 


Has it been the mere result of accident that the old States 
with their’ superior situations for agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures, which, more than any thing else, will throw & 
dense population in the cities contiguous to, Ox connected with, 
the ocean, should be so far outstripped. in their advance to 
wealth and population by the new States? Or has it not been 
an effect growing out of and consequen: upon the policy of the 
Government, m disposing of, at so iow a price, the public 
lands of the United States, and thereby inviting, by the strongest 
inducements, the population of the old States to emigrate from 
them and to settle on the cheap and fertile lands in the valley 
of the Mississippi? ` 

The ravages of the revolutionary struggle impaired the agri- 
cultural interest of the old States, and the consequences growing 
out of it exhausted the fertility of the soilin a very great degree. 

To support the armies of the revolution, and to pay the heavy 
quotas and taxes which were levied upon them, compelled the 
farmërs, those few who were not under arms, to adopt that 
mode’of cultivation which was cheapest and least laborious, 
but the mostruinous to thêsoil. They were compelled to pitch 
crop after crop, in rapid succession, in thesame fields, to supply 
the urgent wants of the army, and to enable them to pay the 
enormous taxes assessed upon them. The consequence was, 
that all the fresh lands became impoverished, the virgin soil 
exhausted, and the land almost worthless for culture. 

The farmers had no time to rest their lands from repeated ex- 
haustion, or to supply; by extraneous means of compost and 
the minerals, the vegetable crops which they anoually took 
from them. Peace, which brought independence to our nation, 
and repose to our army, brought neither repose nor resito the 
fields of the farmer. A national debt of some two hundred 
millions, and State debts af most onerous amounts, were to be 
paid, and paid chiefly by the agricultural industry of the coun- 
try. This compelled the farmers to persist in that ruinous mode 
of cultivation, which, to supply pressing and urgent demands, 
was impoverishing the whole face of the country. Then were 
opened to market, by the General Government, the rich and ex- 
tensive lands of the Mississippi valley, and at the low price of 
two dollara per acre. Its consequences were felt by all the old 
States, and more especially by Maryland and those States whose 
situations were marked with the like peculiarities. Maryland 
had furnished her most abundant share in men ard money to 
defend the Western lands, as weil as the general liberty of the 
colonies, ‘The treaty of peace had’ surrendered those lands to 
the United States, as a common property; yet Congress ac- 
cepted the acts of cession of Virginia and Georgia, paid the 
troops of the former as a condition of cession, and paid the lat- 
ter several millions of money, Thus have many of the old 
States first fought for those lands, and then purchased them of 
the States and of foreign Governments; yet some of the old 
States have not only. to pay all the State debts incurred out ef 
their own Slate coffers, but to pay the troops that defended these 
very western-lands, Maryland is called cn every year to pay 
revolutionary claiins; and all this comes chiefly from the agri- 
cultural interest of the State; the consequence of which is, that 
the lands of that State are taxed most heavily ; indeed, the land 
taxes in Marylatia are higher than in any State in the Union, 
Then, what recompense do those devoted States receive for pay- 
ing those vast amounts, in having their ojl impoverished and 


amounted to 100,000 souls. That | 
region of country is now the home of nearly 4,000,000 people; - 
wW 
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he Government adopta p 
lands ig tho-old States, vv. 
T the ‘cntrous 


the policy of the General 


` the people‘of the old States to abandon th 
lie waste; to tell the emi; 


and Money of the old States, and th d Ww A 
fit, whilst they have paid the-cost. {thas been to tell the strange: 
that he will give you. benefits which shail’not be en joyed by: 
any patriotic citizen of the old States, unless.he leave she home 
of his childhood awd the State of his nativity. oge oy 

` The citizens of the okt Bates have found “it to their advant- . 
age to dispose of their. lands at-any price, rather than menr the 
labor and expenke of enriching them, when, with av. amount. 
sufficient to enrich ten“acres.of jana long in ‘cultivation, they 
could purchase perhaps fifty acres of the rich lands in the West, 
and lands exempt from the burden of taxation: for five years. 
Yes, one increasing tide’of emigration ‘ia-setting-to the West, 
leaving the old States, where taxes are high, aad soil leas pro- 
ductive and less cheap ;- going to the, West, whereJand is rich, 
taxes low, andthe munificence of the General Government čar- 
rying education to every village and to every cot Lge. ‘The sa- 
gacits of self-interest has induced the rich and the pos, thein- 
dustrioas and enterprising, to migrate to that countryy where 


- homies can be procured. for a consideration so small that itre 


quires little more than the will to possess them, to be ovine 
and uccupied, and but moderate industry to make them yil 
most abundantly. | 'The reduced price of the fertile lands of the* 
West has had a tendency of reducing the price of landed estates 
inthe old States. Many portions of Virginia and Maryland are 
not as populous now. as they were’ thirty years. ago. ‘Yes, sir, 
the. picture drawn in the late Virginia convention; by. a distin- 
guished member of this House, (Mr. Mmacer,) Was not a mere 
fancy sketch of the present impoverished an desolated condi- 
tion of the lower counties of his native State, when compared 
with their former wealthand population. Those fields, where 
once waved the golden harvest, are now a barren waste ; those 
mansions, which, were once the abode of chivalry, refinement, 
and generous hospitality, are now “as desolate “as the dwelting 
of Moina ;” and ihe- wild beasts have returned from the mous- 
tains to find a shelter amid the thickets of ‘their ancient hiding» 
places. Should any member on this floor doubt these: things, 
one hour’s ride from this city, into either Maryland or ‘Virginia, 
will give him proofs of the melancholy reality: Ves, sir; you 
may look from the balustrades of this edifice, or ascend its lofty 
dome, and, ranging your view into: the Maryland-or Virginia. 
side of the Potomac, see lands' thus contiguous to the capital of 
the nation which can be bought for three or four dollars per acre; 
some have been sold within the last year for less than three dol- 
lars peracre. The spaise inhabitants, though patient and labori- 
ous, find that, even with the most rigid economy and frugality, 
wealth does not. augment, and that their most nntiring industry 
must be applied, i 5 


«To force a reluctant soil to yield 
Them bread.” : 


These lands were originally productive, buthave become ex- 
hausted, from the causes which T have already assigned: ‘Por 
enrich them would require an expense of fifteen ur twenty dol- 
lars per acre; an expense which but few will encounter (and 
but few are able) as long as they can purchase, at the low, rate: 
of 1 25 per.acre, rich and fresh lands on the navigable rivers 
of the West; which will -yield more abundantly... 

_ L wul invite the attention of the.commiittee to a passage of the 
report, which, I think, and ¥ believe it can be shown, assumesa..” 
false position : a oe reo crak ae ek ane 

“The Government of the United: Siates,?eays the report, “is” 
probably the only vender, either of Jand or any other property, 
that holds the most inferior quality of any-article at the same 
price with the best. If an individual were to maintain that ail 
domestic animals of a given species were of the same value, 
how inconsistent would he appear! . If amerchant were to re- 
fuse to sel] kersey at any lower price than he could obtain the 
superfine broadcloth, his conduct would certainly: be deemed 
utterly absurd. Yetthere is not greater absurdity in either of 
these propositions than there isin maintaining that land of every 
quality is worth, or should command, the same price.’’ 

“ But give mea foothold,” said one of old, and I will move 
the world.” Grant the gentleman's premises, and Twill admit 
that there is some plausil fh his conclusion ; but I-utterly- 
deny that it is a fact inat the “Government holds the most 
inferior quality of the public lands at the same price with 
the best?” : ; 4 sg op 

This leads toa more particular inquiry into the mode adopted 
by Congress for the sale of the public Jands. Prior to 1820, those 
lands which were notsold at auction at above $2 per acre could 
be entered by purchasers for. that sum, to be paid in four equal: 
annual payments; the first within forty days, and the three other 
payments within two, three, and four years after date of pur- 
chase. No interest waa to be charged if punctually paid, and 
a discount of eight per cent. was made by the Government if 
the purchaser paid cash ; so that, by prompt payment, the price 
would be reduced to $1 64 per acre, and the purchaser was al- 
lowed to purchase any amount above a guarter of a section of 
oue hundred and sixty acres. ‘Vue present law permits sales of 
an eighth of asection, and estabiishes 2 minimum price af $125, 
which is required to be paidin hand. But before any land is 
Hable tc private entry atthe price of 1 25 per aere, it must 
have been first offered at public sale. , : 

"Phe lands are now first oifered at publie vehdue, exposed to 
fair com peiition, and nat unfrequently, inatead of $! 25 per acre, 
they bring five and ten times that amount. By the recent sales 
of the lands on Red river, within the last three years, they have 
sold as‘high as ‘from ‘twelve to thirteen dollars per acre; and 
yet we are, with these undeniable facts before us, iold that the. 
Goverment asks as much for her worst lands as she.does for 

er best. ` t paS any 

By the report ef the Commissioner of the General Land Of. 
fice, which is appended to the report of the Committee on the. 
Public Lands of the twenty. third Congress, it will appear that, 
in three ‘years, beginning with 1826, there ‘were sold: 413,607 
acres of public land in Alabama, for $576,087; -1oaking the land: 
soid-average $F 39.3 per acre, which,is-considerably more than- 


the Government rate, as fixed at théminimum price; and yet 


wiih that evidence appended tothe report, the committee grave: : 
ly asserta that the Government holds all of ite lands atthe same 
price. The honorable chatrman sf the commiues complains 
that the pricedf the pubit lands is toohigh? and, as proof, ha 
exhibite the fact thats@iie hundred millions of aeres Have been. 
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surveyed, and romain unsold. This may be true; but it does 
nv establish a clear inference that the price is too extravagant, 
vise, inthe space of some twenty or thirty years, the whole 
Western forest has not been made'to yield to cultivation, and to 
swarm more redundant with population. . If the ratio of the in- 
crease of population, as contrasted with: the old States, were to 
pa vagardod’ss a criterion ofthe relative prosperity of the several 
regions oi the Union, f think that t-have already shown that the 
new Slates have no cause for complaint. Mostclearty.it would 
Jeave an inquisitive reader a better groundto judge ofthereason- 
ableness of the committee’s complaint ofa want of ready sale 
of tle Western lands, if it had favored us with an estimate of 
the q iantity of the public lands which have been annually sold 
in the Weet, rather than the aggregate amount of acres which 
jsutill iu market. And if the committee had shown that the 
sales were annually diminishing in quantity, then, possibly, 
some cause of complaint might exist against the policy of the 
Government. But when the glaring fact is known to all, who 
are anxious to Know. it, that the sales are annually increasing 
beyond the most credulous expectation, I think that those com- 
plain without cause or reason who charge thé Government with 
a want of liberality to the new States. The progressive.aug- 
mentation of the gales af the public lands has been rapid to an 
extent which awakens surprise in the mind of every reflecting in- 
dividual. All the public lands sold prior to 1787, were but 72,947 
acres, The Government hassold within the last year more than 
2,000,000 acres, Then, when itis made manifest.that the rapid 
increase of the sales of the public lands has beer’ beyond all ex- 
pectation, an:! only surpassed by the more rapid angmentation 
ei the population in those new States, it must be undeniable that 
the liberatity of the Government has been as munificent to the 
new States as their complaint of the measures and policy of-the 
Government towards them is ungenerous and unjust. 

” SH we are told that the price. of the public lands istao high. 

If we were to apply the trite maxim of the factor that 

“The worth of a thing 

Is what it will bring,” 
Gvhich I will readily grantis a good maxirn, when applied to 
the productions of the workshops, when the supply bears ajust 
proportion to the demand, but which js notao'strictly applicable 
to land, when the supply is more than commensurate with the 
demand.) its price should be controlled in a great degree by the 
value of the productions which it may yield. 

Lhave shown that the in¢rease of sales and the increasing de- 
mand for lands prove that the land is regarded as fully warth 
the price which the Government has established. 1am fully 
convinced that the maxims of political economy are lesa to be 
corsuited in the present investigation, becauee thoy are too 
frequently the mere refinements of theory, which will not al- 
ways accord with practical results, than the illustrations from 
actual experience, which easily lead to just and reasonable 
conclusions, r . 

To investigate the true standard by which the price of lands 
should be valued would require details of calculation which I 
have not hat time to make, and a familiarity with the practical 
science ofnational economy which I do not pretend to thoroughly 
possess. A few general observations ma; beindulged, — * 
-The nominal value of Jand is controlled by the price which 
it would bringin market or at sale. This nominal value is con- 
trolled, in a great degree, by the quantity thrown intu market, 
as well as by the quality of the.soil. Were all. the soil owned 
y the United States, from the Alleghany mountains, or from the 

jssissippi «river, to the Pacific ocean, thrown Into market 
within the coming year, I am disposed to believe that they 
would not bring aix cents per acre, because the supply would 
be greater ihan the demand, The absence of capital and 
population would restrict the demand, whilst the intrinsic vale 
‘of those landa would be many dellars per acre. 

Where i: the capital to be found to purchase quickly all the 
public domai All the guld and silver coin in thiscountry 
wil! amount to “ome sixty rillions. Commerce and the vanl- 
tifarious warts of life will not allow it to be absiracied. from 
those urgent purposes, to be invested in land. Were you to 
melt up all the gold aud silver in the nation, it would not make 
one hundred millions of dollars, The pockets of the People 
have not yet been filled with the precious meta's, and we are 
told that they would be ruined by the credit system. The far- 
mers now can hardly pay their debts, and are but poorly aule 
te make extensive purchases of land. "The maician’s wand 
has not yet been wielded over their fallow fields, nor touched 
their stones into gold, And ifatl the public lands were at once 
goid to hungry and devouring speculators, where is the labor in 
this nation to cultivate them? If every merchantand mechanic 
were to become an agriculturist, three-fourths of the public 
Jands would remain uncultivated for a quarter of a century to 
come. 

The intrinsic value.of land is governed by the quantity and 
value of the commodities which it may yield. If an acre of 
ground. costs one hundred dollars, and money is worth, for the 
use of it, six per cent. per annum, and the land will yield pro- 
ductions, after defraying all the attendant expenses of improve- 
ment and cultivation, that will yield a profit, in value, upon 
the capital invested, and all the. contingent expenses of every 
kind, of six per cent., no one will deny that the intrinsic value 
of the land is equal to its original cost. The yield above that 
amount is clear profit to the cultivator. Or, to Mlustraie from 
fact instead of theory, lands now on the Savannah river, the 
choicest rich rice lands, will command three hundred 
dollars per acre; and they are really cheaper, In point of pro- 
ductivenersand profit, at that price, than the more sterile Jands 
of South Carolina would be atten dollars per acre; because on 
those rich lands, the expense of cultivation is not so great, and 
they yield more abundantly,in proportion to the capital invested. 
They will yield from ninety to a hundred bushels of rice per 
acre, which ia worth, in the caps, about one dollar a bushel ; 
aud one hand will cultivate about five acree. ? 

Dr. Black has demonstrated im his prize essay, which was 
published in the American Farmer in 1820, and never read but 
‘with approbation, that every acre of arable land in New Jersey, 
which now sells at from ten to thirty dollars per acre, 13 Intrin- 
gically worth five hundred dollars per acre ; and might be placed 
in gueh a state of cultivation as to yield, after paying that great 
amount, and all the numerous expenses of cultivation, ‘rom six 
to ten per cent. upon the capital em ployed in the purchase and 
cultivation. The attested history of the present day Ursirates 
the theory ofthat essay: The experiment hasbeen su t ssfully 
-irisdin-the. State adjéining,: I must request the Clerk 10 read 
the following article, in the first number of the Delaware Regis- 
ter and Farmers’ Magazine, printed in February, 188. It is 
headed: Setproventent of. the eoil-prafe of, srops —flalian 
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spring wheat.” Thearticle will be interesting to every. farmer, 
aid to all who feel any intérest in thair postērity : h 
“In tho year 1833, Messrs, Sipple and Pennewell, wishing to 
secure a landing and ship yard on St. John’s creék, m theim- 
mediate vicinity of Dover, purchased several acres of very poor 
land, then offered for sale, at the rate of about thirty, dollars an 
acre. After setting apart a sirficient area for the ship yard and 
landing; they had remaining about five or six acres of land, 
which they determined to improve, more by the way of experi- 
ment than the hope of much profit., They commenced liming 
and manuring their. new purchase, and at the same time put a 
part of it ia cultivation. . I, may now be calléd good land, but 
by no “means as rich. as it can be, and soon will be, made, in 
consequence of the enlightened mode of inyproveinent adopted 


and continued by those gentlemen. 


“From the beginning, they move than realized, from the sale 
of various, crops, all ‘the expense of tilling and manure; but 
have kept no correct account, except ag itregardstwo acres and 
one-quarter, measured and laid off for the express purpose of 
testing the capability of the land as asource of profit, From 
this they have taken, since 1833, a crop of oats, and one of red 
spring wheat. On the 15th day of March, 1337, they sowed on 
these two acres and.a quarter four bushels and one gallon of 
Italian spring wheat, which they harvested on’ the 14th day of 
July following. ‘They. obtained sixty-eight bushels of clean 
wheat, weighing sixty-one pounds to the bushel, which they 
immediately sold at three dollars per bushel, tor seed, and: had 
left three bushels of inferior quality. From this and the corn 
crop of 1886, from the same lot, they realized the sum of $344! 
and they say the fodder and straw fully compensated them for 
every expense of tilling, Mr. Sipple. thinks the wheat was 
gown too thick, and that one and a half bushel to the acre would 
have been quite sufficient.’ The Italian spring wheat has re- 


. markably bright straw,and is supposed not to be subject. to rust. 


«They arenow receiving from the land, thus improved, an 
annual cleat income equal to the interest of five hundred del- 
lars anacre! All the land in the neighborhood of Dever, and 
moat of that of Kent county, is naturally of as good quality-as 
the lot thus improved, and yet we find much of it selling at from 
five to ten dollars the acre! \tis what may be called a light 
loam, in which sand greatly predominates. 
“The above statement of Facts is wholly derived from this 
source, and may be relied en, and is well worthy the serious 
consideration of all such persons as contem plate selling at a low 
price such lands, in a country. remarkable for its haalth, beauty, 
advantages of location, and proximity to the best markets in the 
United States.” ; 

it may be.asked, why, then, are these lands sold in the old 
States? Treply, first, because agriculture has not attained that 
perfection in this country which it has in some parts of Asia 
and Europe, and especially in China, where each acre of Jand 
ig made, by prudent cultivation, to support an inhabitant. To 
enrich lands and to cultivate them well requiresa great expen- 
diture of money, and still greater‘of labor. At Jeast one-fourth 
of the Jands in cultivation in the old States, would be greatly 
improved by having’ fifty bushels of lime, or compost, . used 
upon each acre; and at least another fourth would require one 
hundred bushels, and another fourth one bundred and fifty or 
two hundred bushels. 

It is not unfrequent in Derbyshire, England, to use as much 
as six hundred bushels, and the average quantity used in Eng- 
land and Scotland is about one hundred and fiity bushels per 
acie. Buttako an average of one hundred bushels to the acre, 
and each bushel to cost ten cents, and estimate the number of 
acres requiring lime to make them producsive and profitable at 
but six mijlions, the amount of the capital would be sixty mil- 
Tons of dollars, And to this should be added the expense of 
the labor to be employed in the process of enriching and culti- 
vating the lands, which would be at least sixty millions more. 
It would require more than double the amount of gold and sil- 
ver which is now in this nation. If the amount of capital and 
lator required was really available, Ihave nö doubt the profit 
would be abundantin the immense increase of production. But 
the farmer is told that if he goes into debt, and ventures to use 
the credit system, he deserves to, be a bankrupt, and ia forced 
to gather, as he is wont to do, his gcanty crops from his impov- 
erisbed son. A few who have the means may highly cultivate 
a few acres; but ihe number ef those. who own large or even 
moderate farms is small, that can highly enrich their lands. 
These. who labor on the soil do it asa means of supplying the 
primary necessaries of life, arid for the accumulation of wealth. 
They apply their capital. and labor where. it is most productive 
and profitable. Their own sagàcity and experience convince 
them that they would do well by cultivating the lands Jess fertile 
in the old States; but the quickening principlé in self-interest 
teaches them that it is more profitable for them to emigrate 
from a State where their profits are butten or five per cent. 
and go w the new landa, which will yield them froni fiftéen to 
one hundred. ‘Thus it is that the price of lands is kept down in 
the old States, whilst their population crosses the mountains, 
and the lands in the valley of the Mississippi are made to én 
hance in value and in productiveness. 

The taste of this age in this nation seems to be wild and im- 
petuous speculation ; to move forward as with a steam pressure 
Ja pursuit of sudden wealth, to rifle our descendants for present 
lucre, and to gamble away in politicsor speculation the whole 
public domain—to nge the present moment, regardless of the 
wants of he many millions who are quickly to take our places 
in existence, instead of adopting a policy that would advantage 
the present generation, withoutdoing injustice to those which 
are to ‘ollow. We boast of our agriculture, and yet hare often 
to import our bread-stufis ; for in asingle month, but a year ago, 
were imported into New York alore 2,000,000 bushels of wheat 
and rye. \We boast of our knowledge, and make no provisio“, 
with means ahundant, to provide for the education of the hun- 
dredsof thousands who annually grow up in ignorance and 
vice. È 

We can judge of the resources of this country by viewing the 
rise and progress of other nations, less advantageously situated 
for agricultural advancement, and for augmentation of popula- 
tion. I will, therefore, read the following extract from the able 
nen ef Dr. Humphreys, who obtained hig information from the 
reports of ‘parliamentary committees and ‘other authentic 
documents. He says, Cwriting at the time fem England :) 

“Itis the evinion of competent judges, that the advances 
piade in the agriculture or Great Britain during the lest seventy 
or eighty years are scarcely exceeded by the improvement and 
axténsion of its manufactures within the same period 3 and that 
to these advances no other old. settled country furnishes any 

daralle "That they have been very rapid, indeed, the follow: 


ing figures and comparisons. abundantly show: in 1760 the 
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than. £72,000,000, er £6 foreach individual, pet annum. At- 
cording to this éstimate, the annual product of this great branch 
of natiQnal industry is $350,000,000 more at present than it was 
in 1755; which is more than twice the value of the whole cot- 
ton. manufacture of thé country in 1831. Now, if it costs $50,- 
Q00,000"to feed: the increased population of 9,600,000, then to 
feed the present population of 17,500,000 must cost hear $700,- 
000;000.! What an amazing agricultural product forso small a 
tarritéry {And yet itis the opinion öf practical’ men of, the 
highest. 1 spectability in England, that the raw produce of the 
island might be well nigh doubled, without any greater propor- 
tional expense being incurred inits production. Thati 
35,000,000 peonle might draw their subsistence fro 2 
litle gpeck.in:the ocean! ‘Now, we have a territory-more than 
fifteen times as large as the island of Great Britain; and-what 
should, hinder it, When it comes-to be brought under no highér 
cultivation than some parts of Tingland and Scotland, from sus- 
taining’ a “population of five or sig hundred millions of people ? 
This Would give to Virginia something like thirty millions ; to 
Illindis and Missouri ‘about the same number éach; to New 
York near twenty-five miliens, and so in proportion to the 
ohèr, States. Tam. quite aware that this estimate wil] be re- 
garded as.extremely Visionary and incredible by many of your 
readers ; but not more 86 than it'would have been thought in the 
middle ofthe last century, that England, ‘Scouland, and Wales, 
cauld: ever be made to sustain thirty-five’or even ‘thirty mil- 


‘perience of every in- 
And the truth of the 


farmers of the Atlantic wheat-growing States realize ecarcely 
on an average, five per cent. on the amount of capital inves 
in Jand and:ite cultivation, the cotton planters of Alabama: and 
Mississippiare realizing from fifieen Yo forty per cent. upon tre 
capital employed. T have in my hand an estimate which et 
my particular requst, was given me by a skilful and disting is}. 
ed planter.of.one of the Southwestern new, States, in which i 
is shown that, from a capital of #20000, invested in: the jfur- 
chase ofa cotton plantation, and hands and stock, and ali the 
incidental expenses attendant upon a yrar’s cultivation, ara 
nsual average of crop, anda moderate price, the investment 
would realize fifty per cent., or ten thousand dollars clear profit; 
and this estimate does not place the price of the land at $1 25, 
but allowsten dollars per acre. From thebest information t 
can gather; Lam led to the conc!usion that, upon the capital 


*A judicious gentleman (Gen. Dearborn) has also recently 
well gaid that— : 

« With us land is go abundant, in comparison with the popu- 
lation, that we have no just concepticn of ite Value, as estimated 
in those portions of the globe where the inhabitants are so nu- 
merous that a few roods are considered an estate so ample that 
the fortunate proprietor is accomnts d an independent man 

“ Buteven in the vart ex'ertefihe United States, with the 
millionsof ‘acres silin astute of nature, how many thourands 
are now cultivated which. a fe w generations since, ay, in our day, 
were deemed worthless? In England, what extensive moracses 
have beeh reclaimed, ard added to the domain of agriculture, 
While thé heath-covere mountains ‘of Walesand Scotland are 
rapidly being planted with magnifier! feresti; not for embel- 
Hishovént merely, but as inexhaustible sources ofwealth, The 
old Dike of Athol planted on hie estates in Perthshire 15,593 
eg, Which contained 27.431 ,600 young trees pand his successor 
ët owl 6,£60 acres of poor mountain ground solely with larches, 
The land'was nol then worth over 22 cents rent per acre yand 
now, with (he timberon it, is valued at $22,500,000, The citizens 
of higteuntry have, here and there, selected the most fertile and 
eligible idcations: and call most of the vast remainder of the Jand 
enker reftise or worthless. “Time, andthe mcrease ofpopulancn, 
Will show that nearly the atlole will become more valualle 
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Sniployed in the cultivation of cotton in Alabama and Missis- 

sip ‘or the last few years, the profits have been more Irequent- 

ly higher than forty per cefit. than lower than twenty. The 
 profita-are enormous; and there are no gold mines in the world 
‘that ate realizing euch considerable profits from the capital 
invested, as is being acquired from the cultivation of cotton on 
the cotton lands of the Southwestern region of the Union. 

Not, only has the cultivation of the land proved profitable, 
“Pde te speculations in land uncultivated have been, in most 
- Gases, equally so. I would ask if there are not many who have 

purchased land of the Government at the trifling price of one 

Bonar and twenty-five cènts per acté, who have realized large 
profits from it? Are there not gentlemen within the sound of 
my voice who have purchased land cf the Government, within 
the last twelve months, and have realized more than a hundred 
per cent. uponit? Are there not gentlemen in this Capitol who 

ave purchased land within the last year at $1 25 per acre, who 
have since soldit, realizing by the sale more than seven hua- 
dred per cent.? (A voice on my right says, yes, morethan a 
thousand per cent.) I believe it. This 1 know to be the fact; 
arid yet Í do expect that many gentlemen will be fouiid in the 
hégative vote upon these resolutions. 

Speculations in land are carried on now to à most unexpected 
extent at the present prices; reduce the price, and adventurers 
in that pursuit will increase to an exteut which will make jand- 
jobbing, instead of frugal cultivation, the business of many 
thousands who have capital or credit to use, and throw isto tie 
hands of large capitalists a vast amount of land, which will be 
sold, as is too much the case already, in small parcels, to set- 
tiers, at a very advanced price. The present low price of pub- 
lic land has not been calculated to improve the mode of cultiva- 
ting the goil in the United States, and to reduce the price will 
induce furthér néglect. The present operation of the system has 
beeni to induce those who purchase to buylarge tracts of land, cut 
down the timber, and, by a rapid succession of crops, to exhaust 
the son without replenishing or enriching it; but, as soon ag it 
becomes exhausted, to discard it, leave it an exhausted waste, 
dnd thën purchase fresh lands for $1 25, renew the same oper- 
ation upon those, and'in turn discard them. This has been the 
case to a great extent; and aven in Tennessee, at this moment, 
there are vast quantities of lands which have been thus used 
and abused, and are now called wasie or discarded lands. Ifa 
still further reduction should take place, you would invite the 
farmer not to look upon his farm as his home—his abiding place 
for life—but merely as a resting place for a few years iu his 
migratory excursion from farm to farm, from section to section, 
carrying destruction with him, and leaving min and poverty in 
his wakelikethe devastating locust of Egypt or of South America, 
preying in their progress upon the veruure of the soil, leaving 
naiight but gaunt hunger and desolation to mark their progress; 
or, like the shepherds of antiquity, whose gregaricus herds 
would destroy the spontaneous yieidinys of one plain but to de- 
pasture upon another, so that a sparse and itinerant few com- 
prised the entire inhabitants of vast national territories. 

T am not one of thoge economists who think that the prosperity 
of the agricultural interest depends upon each farmer holding 
in possession vast tracts of land; and thal, by reducing the price 
of tand, you wil allow him the means of appropriating to hig 
exclusive use extensive tracts of the public domain. By doing 
Bo, you neither promote the agricultural interest of tle nation, 
nor do you, by such a policy, improve the mode of cuhivation. 
The wealth of a nation, like that of a farmer, depends upon the 
amount of useful and profitable productions wiich are brought 
into market. Where farms are small, the cultivation becomes 
improved, and the yield per acre becomes more abundant and 
profitable ; the land is made more valuable, and the expense of 
cultivation greatly reduced. Leok at these regions of the 
United States where the land is naturally good, and cultivation 
has improved its quality! They are distributed in small farins. 
You will find not only the greatest amount of production and 
profit, but a population prosperous, numerous, and happy. 
Phelpstown, in Ontario county, New York, contains perhaps 
the most dense agricultural population in the United States, 
and the farms will average not more than from fifty to one hun- 
dred and fifty acres. Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, is more 
densely populated and abundant in wealth, than any county in 
the State, of iis geographical extent. 12 farms there are. very 
small, yet highly cuitivated. Inthe county of Frederick. ia my 
own State, the farms are gener:liy small—smalier than they 
are in any other county in the ‘State; yet agriculture has at- 
tained a degree of improvement, which characterizes no other 
county; and that county prospers in wealth and population 
beyond any in Maryland. 

Look atthe histery of Germany, Belgium, and Poland, where 
agriculture has atttained a high. sate of improvement. You 
will find the farms small, the yield great, and the population 
crowded; and in the latter nation especially, notwithstanding 
it has been so frequently Cosolated by wars. For it is true that 
population will increase in proportion to the facilities ef sup- 
porting its wants; and hence it is that Russia increases in popu- 
lation more rapidly than any nation of Europe, because its vast 
extent of territory, much of it very productive, affords all the 
means of producing all the prime ne ries of life. So in 
the United States, whose population ses more rapidiy 
than that of any nation on earth, because we have not only a 
climate of every temperature, and in many respects the most 
congenial that could be desired, but because we have the means 
of producing the substantial necessaries of life, with the 
least expense and labor, in consequence of the cheapness of 
lands and theirimmense fertility. When ona tour to the north, 
a few years since, I saw on the borders of Crooked lake, in New 
Work, land which sold for but ten dollars an acre, and had been 
clothed with the richest forests of timber, which had been felled, 
and yielded to the proprietor, for the wood alone, about fifty 
dollars per acre. ‘The soil unbroken hy the plough, was well 
setin wheat, which had been sown upon the surface of the earth, 
and mingled with it only by the slight aid of the harrow, and 
was expected te yield from tweniy to thirty bushels to the acre. 
J have seen the same process of pitching a crop in the western 
States, that promised a greater production. Then why cannot 
a purchaser afford to give $5 instead of $i 25 per acre? 

When such immense productions and profits result from so 
smaill'a capital invested, and such moderate labor applied, in a 
latitude so far north, what musi be"the profits upon an invest- 
Mentiin fresh lands in the southern portions of the Union, 
“where there is a mors genial sun, and a soil ready to produce, 
almost unaided by art, by the mere spontaneity of nature! You 
can imagine the individual profit to those persons living in such 
favored regions of the country, when the fa f 
the new and fertile State of Mississippi, which contained a popu- 

` Jatir, ‘at the last census, of about eighty thousand white inhabi- 
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ct is Known, that in. 


ductions of the forest, soil, mines,.and work shops, which pas- 
sed throughall the New York canals during the last.current 
year, amounted in value to 55,809,288, which was the resnkt of 


the Jakor of perhaps more than two millions of persons. And 
the whole amount of our national exports of domestic articles, 
during the same period, was but $95,564,414. 

And yet we ate gravely cailed. upon to adopt. the lévelling,. 
the agrarian system, upon the pretext that it will benefit the 
agricultural interesi of the nation; that, by reducing the price 
of the public lands, by virtually giving up and surrendering to 
squatters, 1o idiers, and adventurers, the whole landed property 
of the nation, we-will promote the welfare of the agricultural 
poriions of the country. If, in violation of the law of the com- 
pacis, Congress should thus give up. and divide in common, to 
whoever may seize upon it, the public domain, what guaranty 


“will you have that the principle may not be carried one step 


further? ‘Phat the next attempt will not be to divide all the 
property of the nation? . Sir, the same reason that will justify 
the former measure will sustain the latter. I ask, can sucha 
policy, in part or in general. adoption, promote the interest of 
the farmer? Did Lycurgus adopt the agrarian laws for. the 
purpose of promoting the domestic putsuits of agriculture? 
Or was itto destroy them? His policy was to destroy the at- 
tachment which men of industrious habits acguire for the soil 
which sustains them—an attachment made doubly strong 
when the land is acquired by hard industry, and for o valu- 
able consideration. Tie was no: for ericouraging the rural and 
and domestic arts; be was anxious to rear upa band of soldiers, 
a mere army of plunderers, too idle to work, and trained only to 
depredate upon and plimder the hard earnings of his more in- 
dustrious neighbors. They were taught to despise the tame 
pursuits of honest industry, and boys were trained, from in- 
fancy, first to steal, and afterwards to rob. AH Laconia was 
nothing more than a camp cf outlaws and freebooters. Men 
were made to chuose their wives in the dark; and children too 
puny to make soldiers were drowned, to prevent. being a tax 
upon the State. Justice wat outraged, and every moral sense 
of delicacy offended. - . d 
One of the feaiures of the Lycurgus agrarian system, which 
has been much panegyrized by all historians, has been omitted, 
perhaps through prudential considerations, in the bill before 
me, reporled from the Committee on Public Lands. Whilst 
Lycurgus divided the property cf the nation, he also abolished 
the habits of extravagance and luxury, and had all vine trees 
cut down in his kngdom, Whilst modern politicians and law- 
makers Wil! advise the passing of laws to divide the property of 


| the nation, and expect to render themselves popular by such a 


scheme; you cannot find one who. will hazard the consequences 
of recommending a provision to destroy vineyards or to demol- 
ish distilterics.. To arrest this tendency to levedlér gicm, Con- 
gress should promptly mark it with the frown of iis disappro- 
bation ; or many ambitious men who, having a sm?! capital of 
talent to sustain their aspiring views, will resort to the public 
property, in erder to hold outa bribe to the indolent, that, in 
consideration of their suffrages, they will reward them by giv- 
ing each voter a farm, to serve only as a pepper corn, to show 
by what tenure their Jands and ti:cir votes shall be holden. 

Sir, I disclaimany persona] allusion to any member on this 
floor. I have nothing to do with the “motives of honorable 
members, and shai] not inflict the crue!ty of impugning motives. 
But in these days of ambition, of levelling talent, and equalizing 
pioperty, I do most verny believe that there are in the United 
States some politicians who would pull down any thing short af 
the pillars of heaven, to aggrandize and elevate themselves. 

To induce Congress to reduce the price of the public lands 
which have been conveyed, an appealis made to awaken the 
prejudices of what the honorable author of the report calls the 
“asor,? who have been “driven’*-yes, sir, that is the language 
of the report, “ driven’’—by the oppressions of the nch capi 
talist;”_ or in the words of the repoit, “if the bil (to reduce the 
price of the public lands) were adopted, ‘portions’ of the lands 
would be purchased by poor men, who have been driven from 
the more fertile tracts by men of large capital, and by specula. 
tors? ` How have the poor been driven from the rich lands? If 
they had seized upon them without purchase, they had seized 
upon what wes uot their property ; and they were not more en- 
tited tu the? an an individual who wouid rescue from you 
part cf your wealth, upon the justification that you had more 
than you could wisely appropriate or use. If they had pur- 
hased thé rich lands, the rich capitalists could not deprive them 
of such lands; for evenhanded jisiice protects every man in 
the rightful possession of hisproperty. Then Tam at a loss to 
conceive how itcoull have entered the contempiation of the 
author of this report, that the rici could drive the peor from 
rich Jards. But docs the gentleman design to benefit the poor, 
by placing them upon poor. lands, as is intimated in the report? 
Induce the poor man to settle on poor lands, and you wil com- 
pel him to remain poor all his life; he must live poor, and must 
die peor. One acre of rich iand is more valuable toa poor man 
than filly acres of poor land; whilst less labor and Jess expense 
are incurred ia the cultivation of the single acre, the productions 
may be greater than those arising from the fifty. 

it would he perhaps ungenerous to charge the honorable au- 
thor with inwoducing this part of the report for capiandum ef- 
; and I will not do so, though there are those who would 
ile the People, outrage the law, and endeavor to delude the 
p and, te win their favor, would inculcate in them the belief 
that ihe laws oppressed them; and, for that reason, they should 
not respect tie laws. Polidcians who would promote an evil 
under such a pretext do not merit any feeling higher than the 
cordial censure which excited indignation may inflict. But, sir, 
such arguments have beca used in ail times to effect such ends. 
Graphic Shakspeare knew well what argument to give his char- 


* Mississippi.—The population of this State, by the census 
of 1830, was 70,443 whites and 65.659 slaves; and by the census 
taken in pursuance of a jaie act of the Legislature, it was 
344,951 whites and 161,363 slaves—showing an increase in seven 
years uf uearly 74,000 whites and 100,000 slaves. The couon 
crop was returned at 317,748 bales, and the acres under cultiva- 


; tion at 1,048,530. There are nearly 36,000,000 acres in the State, 


‘acters, to operate upon the human: passions and prejudites, and 
what to induce a violation of the law—1hat even poizon ites! f 
might be administered : on nee Hee So 
< f Art thou so bare, and full of wretchedness, - 
`: And fear’st to die? Famine is in thy cheeks, ’ 
Need and oppression starveth in thy eyes. 0.5 
‘Upon thy back hahgsragged misery,” 0°: 
The world is not thy friend, nor the world’s law. 
The world affords no law to make thee'rich; 
Then be not poor; but break it, and take this.’ 


-Human-passions are. ever operated upon by designing mento 
effect a favorite scheme, or to promote an intended measure, by 
like arguments and kindred hopes.” Though laws may. change 
with the ever-changing condition of society, yet the laws of hu- 


„nan nattre are always the same ; and now, as in times past, the 


designing man knowshow to wake the prejudices of the People, 
and io draw ideal lines between the rich and the poor. | Poor 
himself in the-rich virtues of the human heart, he urges them 
first to com plain, then toremonatrate, then to spread wide their 
excitemcut; whilst he ranks himsclf by theirside, in hope finally 
to ride on their backs into exalted office.. i 
Lam sorry to find imthe reporta distinction between the Péo- 
ple ef the United States, and that one ‘portion are called poor, 


anot! er portion rich. I neither know, nor recognise any such 
distir.;icn. The only poor, aga class, that we have in this 

nation are the paupers in the various poor-houses: 
There is no other class that merits the 


national bounty ? No, sir; the honest man, however indigent, 
makes no such request ; his pride, excited by justice, will not 
deign to make such a demand. All that he asksof the Govern. 
ment is to protect him in all bis cavil, political, and religious 
liberties ; to adopt that policy that will allow him ample wages 
for his industry, and render secure and inviolaie his own pro- 
perty. However inconsiderable it may be, to him it is as valu~ 
able asthe large possessions of the more fortunate. Less skould 
not be required, more cannot be expected, Ih” reason or iw 
ustice. ; 
: Bur once adopt the bill under consideration, and what will be 
the consequences? Such as.I have already described. By the 
reduction of the price of the lands, you induce persons to take 
possession of them; not for permanentabiding places, but simply 
to cut down and destroy or sell thetimber, exhaust the lands by 
rapidand repeated culture, then throw them away, discard thema 
as waste lands, and enter fresh lauds, in order to abuge them its 
like manner; which age of the report, © would re- 
sult in the sale of many thousas.cs, if not millions, of acres whicts 
otherwise will not be soid so quickiy, but be deprived of timber, 
exhausted and worn vun by those who have no inducement to 
preserve the soil longer than for even temporary use; which ie 
not only detrimentai to the interest of the United. States, but 
highly injurious te the -particalar State in-which, they happen 
to lie.” : oo Se a Dah 

This language ofthe report sustains most forcibly my din 
positions, aud destroys the force cf the recompieadation of 
another part of the-report. i a ae 

But it is almost always the case that arguments are contra- 
dictory, when they are used to urge a ruinous measure, or to 
sustain one which is not wise.and reasonable. 

Such, then, will be the operation of this policy, if adopted, and 
such will be its Inevitabic consequences, 

Task honoratle gentlemen from the new States, how can they’ 
reconcile their suppori of a measure to reduce the price of the 

ublic lands with their duty to those of their Constituents who 
have purchased lands at the present price, under the belief that 
the policy of the Government was fixed and permanent? Are 
they willing to sacrifice the value of the property of one portion 
of the people of the new States to gratify the cupidity and hungry 
appetites of another? If they are, } am not. Lask, would it be 
in good faith, on the part of Congress, to el] to one portion, lands 
at-iwenty-five cents an acre, when they have exacted of another 
one collar and a quarter? Will you thus depreciate the price of 
the property of the industrious farmers who have bough! lands, 
and tell the eager speculator that he may enter jands adjoining 
at twenty-five cents, and thereby be enabled to undersell hie 
neighbor? ` 

The report frequently repeats the assertion that the measure 
propoged will advance the interest and Lrosperity of the farmer; 
and quotes a passage from: the President's message, which 
can have but tiule applicability to the question, and can merit 
but liule favor from the farming interest òf the country, The 
report reads: 

“ Bur the amount of money to be realized from the public do- 
main is not the sole not even. the chief consideration whiet: 
should influence and determine the policy of a wise and patriotic 
Government. In the language of the President, in his annual 
message of December, 1852, ‘the wealth and strength of a coun- 
try are its population, andthe best part of that population are the 
cultivators of the soil. Independent farmers are every where 
the basis of society, and true friends of Jibetty.’ These resiti- 
menis, it is hoped, will find a cordial response in every bosom. 
Their truth and justness are attested by all hiatory. Ii may be 
asked, triumphantly, when did the cultivators of te soi) willing- 
ly abandon the principles, ar knowingly become the enemies, of 
free government? The soundness of the principie laid-down is 
sustained by the most approved doctrines of political economy, 
and sanctioned by practical experience.” = 

` This all reads very well; but arè the farming interest to be 
lufied by a compliment of this kind, or can they regard it as a 
compliment, in the refinement of this nineteenth century, to be 
called honest and friends of liberto? Why the presumption of 
law, not oniy new, buti feudal umes, and belere, sanction- 
éd the belief thar even a thief, arraigned before the bar of justice, 
was honest and virtuous, however strongly charged, until the 
proof of sulle Was ade manifest by a verdict of his peers. 
Why, then, quote the President as authority to prove what no 
one has ever for the last thousand years questioned? And why 
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not say that the mechanics are lixewise friends of liberty?” Or 
1s ¿12 desiga tu quiet the suspicions of the farmers, and silence 


their indignatiou, by the garnishment of an ill-graced compli- - 


iment, whilst yousacrifice ubeir property by depreciaingit vahie 
inorder to win favors with the laud specùlators of the West and 
their tribe of dependents ? g 

{cannot but esteem the mechanic as patriotic as the farmer, 
and as wuly devoted to liberty. If I felt desirous to follow the 
Allustrious example of the committee, I might say chat, although 
General Jacksoa complimented the farmer, the like is dene once 
a year by we Emperor of the Celestial Empire. There are 
equally iastrious examples in favor of mechanical pursuits. 
Peier the Great, Czar of alithe Russias, did not hesitate to work 
at ie ship-yard, in respect for mechanical pursuits, and tostimu- 
Inte his people to do likewise. Charles V, Emperor of Germany 
and King of Spain, resigned. the sceptre which he had wielded 
over more than half.of Europe, and became a clock maker. 

This language of General Jackson’s message is quoted in the 
geport made by the Committee on the Publics Lands to the 
twenty-third Congress; it is carefully copied in the report made 
‘by the committec to this twenty-fifth Congress. When argu- 
nents fail, General Jackson’s name and messages are brought 
in to fill the chasm, in every long er short report. 

When Mark Antony desired to deceive the people, that le 
might himself be elevated to the first henor in the State of Rome, 
he read to them Cæsars will, and told them how much Cesar 
loved them; 


“To every Roman citizen he gives, 

‘to every Several man, seventy-five drachmas. 
Moreover, he hath left you ail. his walks, 

dis private arbors, and new- planted orchards, 
‘On, this side Tiber, He hath left them you, 

And to yvur heirs forever; common pleasures, 

To walk abroad and recreate yourselves. 

Here was a Cæsar: When comes such another?” 

The report whieh has been leid on our-desks this session 

~ mada by a Committee on the Public Landa, contains several 
passages from General Jackson’s messages, which have been 
aquoted a hundred times: 

‘4 large portion of our citizens have seated themselves on 
She public lands without authority, since the passage of the 
fast pre-emption law, and now ask the enactment of another, 
vo enable them to retain the lands occupied, upon payment of 
the minimum Government price. They ask that which has 
been repeatedly granted before.” 

Whata spectacle of lawless outrage does this present!) And 
yet the only argument urged to countenance it 1s, that the pub- 
ite property has been seized upon by force, and therefore we 
should legalize that force and lawless depredation, when the 
very senicnee quoted proves that the countenance given by Gov- 
ernment to former squatters was hailed asan invitation forevery 
adventurer to é upon as much of the public domain ag his 
avarice could desire Yet theargument is usedas wellas quo- 
ted, that the outrage of ons measure upon the interest of the 
nation should be sanctioned and justified by that of.a former, 

“Hf such is the political morality of any public man, 4 do not wish 
co be considered a convert to the creed. ty 

Thc most dangerous doctrine to liberty is the doctrine of pre- 
cedent, ‘unsanctioned by the voice of reason and justice. 
Glaring infractions are quickly seen and exposed, and at once 
awaken the indignation ofthe public; but slow, gradual, and 
gonatant usurpations and abuses awaken but lite alarm, and, 
nally, become sanctioned by time ; and even error itself almost 
cagcomes consecrated by habit and usaige. ‘That distinguished 
vaviter who aroused, by the force of his brilliant imagination, 
‘his attic wit, his withering sarcasm, and powerful reasoning, 
the whole British realm to check aud awe prerogative,in the 
dedication of his ‘Letters of Junius”? to the English People, 
summad u, the moral essence of all his writings in a caution 
against the pressription oF abuses : 

“Lat me exhort and conjure you (he says) never to suffer an 
invasion of w political constitution, however minute the in- 
stance muy appear, to pass by without a determined, persever- 
ing resistance. One precedent creates another ; they soon 
accumulate, ani constitute law.. What yesterday wus fact, 
to-day is dvetring. samples are supposed to justify the 
mosi dangerous measures; und when they do not suit ew: 
asil the defect is supplied by analogy. Be assured that the 
laws which proiect us in oar civil rights grow out of the consti- 
tition, and that they musi fall or flourish with it.” 

Abuses as well ns errors are to be sustained by usage and 
habit, and the te ef Genera! Jacksons name is to be held up 
to awe or to allure all who pause to doubt. Hence its frequent 
dotroduction. 


“His silver his 
Will pussige us u guod opinion, 
And buy mvs voices to commend our deeds.” 

Gan it be urged, in justification ofthe daily depredations which 
have beea committed on the Government lands, that none are 
surveyed and ready for entity at, the land offices in the various 
States? That cannot be urged; for the following staiement 
from the Commissioner, of the Land Office will show that, at 
this timo, there ave 88,339,336.44 acres. 

Exhibit of the quantity of public land surveyed, the quan- 
tity offered for sale from the earliest period of the sales to 
the end of the year 1837, und the quantity unsold and sub- 
ject to entry on the 30ih of September, 1837. 


States and Territories. {Quantity of pub-|Quantiiy of pub- 
lic land survey-| lic laud offered 
ed—acres. forsale—acres, 

Ohio . s - 16,555,952. 17 16,512, 110.65 
indiana - ` - 20, 153,697.67 18,464,679.S2 
Tilinois - - - 24,975,656.31 23,491,748.89 
Missouri . ` 21,448,796.58 21,1004,385.47 
Alabama ~ x + |, 29,856,270.19 29,265,055. 93 
Mississippi : : 20,791,826.32 20.172,482.34 
Louisiana + > > 10,530,359.43 6.543,393.39 
Michigan. - . 18,532, 192.50 p 
Arkansas- ane x 13,913,431.31 p 
-Florida + | ` : 9,254,297.73 6.213, 
Wisconsin -_ ` - | > °8,679.605,39 4,507 307.20 
189,686,085.60 1/2,374,470.91 
oor ee ee een 


Publie Lands—Mr.C. Johnson. 


Quantity of public land offered for. saleasabove 172,374,470.91 
Of whita this quantity was offered for sale sub- 
sequeat to the 30th of September, 1837 < 138,004.30 


172,236,466.61 
75,025,055.58 


Quantity sold, as per table A, 
herewith - = - 

Of tae quantity of land repre- 
sented above to have beea 
offered at public sale, there 
has been appropriated for 
common schools and other ; : 
purposes - ` ` 8,872,074.67 


83,897, 130.17 
Leaves the quantity unsold and subject to en- 
try on the 30th of September, 1837 - . 

Both reports state : 

“That the committee concur in the views of President Jack- 
gon, in his annual message to the two Houses of Congress in 
1835, in which ie says: ‘it seems to be the true policy that the 
public lands shall cease as soon as practicable to be a source of 
revenue; and that they be sold to settlers, in limited parcels, at 
a price barely sufficient to reimburse to the United States the 
expenses of the present system, and cost arising under our lHa- 
dian compacts.’ ” 

This proposition, so ruinous to the old States, and I believe to 
the new, ifadepted, was used by the President, when there was 
an overflowing surplus in the Treasury. This language is now 
quoted and used, in the rep ort of this session, when the Treasury 
is bankrupt, and’ has not one dollar of gold or silver io it but 
what is purchased, and is driven- to the shift ef issuing a suspi- 
cious kind of paper money. To reduce the price ef the West- 
era lands would be to invite all who desire to purchase Govern- 
ment land to delay making purchases until the limitation of the 
time shall expire, when the lands may be entered at the low 
price of twenty-five cents per acre, which is proposed ; and in 
the mean time it will force those who have already purchased, 
for the purpose of reselling, to dispose oF their lands ata reduced 
price. So, whilst xt will destroy in a great degree all revenue 
to the Government by sales, it will have the tendency of ruining 
many who have purchased of the Government upon its faith to 
Continue the present system and the present price. 

How gentlemen can sacrifice the interests of so large a por- 
tion of their constituency by sustaining such a proposition, to 
indulge the avaricious longings of another portion, is not my 
business to inquire. Or how any member from any of the old 
States can countenance, with the slightest look of approbation, 
such a measure, puzzles my judgment. What maxim of polit- 
ical economy will justify it? What principle of reason? What 
sentiment of justice? Lam slow to believe that motives of 
policy which war upon sound reason and strict justice can in- 
duce its support, or that the considerations of interested influ- 
ences; which have ulterior hopes and sinister objects, will war- 
rant so great a departure from the faith of the compacts, or so 
unwarrantablea surrender of the interest and property ofall the 
States ty the cupidity of a few, so that a portion of the new States 
shall be aggrandized at the expense and sacrifice ofthe old. Or 
are the prophecies of old to be twice fulfilled: that ‘the one 
people shall he stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger?” 

If there be any member on this floor from an o'd State who 
“despises his birthright,” I would repudiate the belief that Lam 
that momber. F do uo: belong to that Esau tribe that will dis- 
poze of the pledged inheritance of myself, my constituents, and 
my Siate, for a present feast of “red pottage.”’ 

The belest of a party, if given, could never, I hope, induce 
me to commit so wanton an injury upon the people of my State 
and the nation, whilst a Representative on this floor, ag to sur- 
render their dear-bought interest in the great public domain. 
Nor could the command of any individual, however exalted 
his station, or elevated his hopes, influence my calm. judgment 
on this subject. Political triumphs or defeats should never 
enter into the consideration of this question. I rejoice not, like 
the Swiss, at the setting sun ; nor, like the Persian, at the rising. 
{ would look more at things than persons, less upon men than 
their measures, and severely scrutinize both. I cannot adopt 
the diplomacy of the Scotchman in the Man of the World, who 
could never stand straight in the presence of a great man. 1 
would judge of virtuous men by their acts, and of public men 
by the wisdom of their measures, ` He who acts upon measures 
byp i 


89,932,336.44 


y ciple, and makes the broad and enduring interest of the 
nation his controlling consideration, cares but little whether he 
be with the many or the few, so long as he has the approbation 
of an upright and approving conscience : that affords him abun- 
dant consolation, and, if placed in retirement, he can then truly 
say, with the Grecian, that he never feels Jess alone than when 
alone. 

Oa this occaston, I cannot but allude to what I consider a false 
position which General Jackson is made to take by the report of 
the Committee on the Public Lands at this session. 

General Jackson predicated his reasons in favor of a reduc- 
tion of the price of the public lands upon the ground that they 
furnished a surplus revenue, made an overflowing Treasury ; 
and he thought that an evil would result to the nation from an 
eager avidity on the part of the States to be possessed of the 
distributable surplus. Others, E kaow, thought that his reasons 
were more of a personal character, because some of his dis- 
tinguished opponents advocated a distribution of the surplus 
revenu» among the vartous States. I am willing to believe 
that the former were the reasons which induced the recommen- 
dation in “is message. 

Do not iha committee perceive that the reasons urged by the 
President at that time are inapplicable now? Whese is 
your surplhis weasure now? Have you a redundancy 
of money in the Treasury at this time? Is it over- 
flowing, as it was a few years age? It cannot have been for- 
gotten that you passed a bill at the extra session to withhold the 
fourth instabnent of the distribution act, upon the ground that 
the Treasury was bankrupt. It cannot be forgotten that you 


passed a bill t> authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 1s-. 


sue ten millions of Treasury notes. All know that the chair- 
man of the Financial Committee has reported a biil to issue 
another ten miflions. ‘Phen, when the Treasury is delinquent 
some twenty millions, how ean the arguments of General Jack- 
gon apply, which were predicated upon a surplus of some forty 
inillions ? The commtttee should recollect there was no-distinct 

roposition presented at the time when General Jackson wrote 
fis message, to have the public lands, or a portion of them, dis- 


tributed among the old States, ffor the specific purpese of edus 
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cation ; the propositions were different èd compound. No 
was there a simple and definita fopositien’ of this chatacter 
when Mr. Van Buren, Wrote his lasi message. -As limited as 
my favorable opinion is of both of those: distinguished person- 
ages, as Wise and practical “statesmen, I do not believe. that 
citbe% of them could be so unmindful of the public interest, so 
deaf to the voice of the indigent,.su cruel to the offspring of 
the needy, so indifferent to the interest of allof the Sates,-o6 
not to give a cordial sanction to a measure which would exalt 
the condition of all, by carrying education to every habitation 
in the nation. Had the direct proposition been submitted to 
General Jackson to distribute among the States, upon: some 
equitable basis, the Whole proceeds of the public lands, as a 
permanent fund for educational purposes, I have no doubt in 
my mind that he would cordially have approved of it, Were 
it submitted to Mr. Van Buren, Í fully believe that he would 
sanctionit. They have both risen from the plain and humble 
walks of life to the first honors of the nation; and they could 
not be so unnatural as to arrest the facilities which general 
education would afford to the humble poor as well as to the 
more fortunate in life. 

The proposition which I have offered 1s to extend to the old 
States the like quantity of the public lands which have been 
given to the new. It goes further: it proposes an appropri- 
ation of an additional quantity to all the States and Terri- 
tories, without specifying the precise amount. 

lt is the principle and the policy of the measure which I 
have thought sufficient for the present to discuss, without em- 
barrassing it with details, leaving the latter to be adjusted by 
the committee which the House may charge with the subject. 

J have no hesitancy in stating, however, that I should. prefer 
that the whole proceeds of the sales of the public lanus should 
be set apart for the exclusive support of academies and com- 
mon schools m all of the States. Such propositions have been 
made, as I will presently show, at various times. 

If the same amount should be distributed o the old which 
the new States have received, they would receive, as the follow. 
ing table will show, which may not in all respects be accurate, 
the following amounts: 


New Hampshire contains 6,874,240 aeres, Acres. 
One thirty-sixth part of that extent, being the pro- 
portion ofthe public lands which that State would 
be entitled to for the support of common schools, 
is - - - ` - ` 168,728 
One-fifth of that thirty-sixth for colleges 3 
and academies, is - _ - 33,745 
` ii, 202,473 
Vermont contains 6,551,680 acres. Bee 
. One thirty-sixth part - t - 181,991 
One-fifth of one thirty-sixth - : 36,378 s 
> a 21:38 
Massachusetts, including Maine, contains 
28,990,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - : - 805,277 
One-fifth pat - - ` - 161,055 
* Total for Massachusetts and Maine - 963,282 
Rhode Island contains 1,011,200 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part -~ - - 28,088 
One-fifth part -~ - - - 5,617 
g -—— 33,705 
Connecticut contains 2,991,360 acres, 
One-thirty-sixth part -~ - . 83,092 
One-fifth part - - : - 16,618 
i — m 99,711 
New York contains 28,800,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - - - 800,009 |. 
One fifth part -~ - . -160,000 
—— 960,000 
New Jersey contains 5,324,800 acres, . 
One thirty-sixth part -~ - - 144,577 
One-fifth part - . : : 28,917 
——— 173,491 
Pennsylvania contains 29,872,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - - + 829,777 
One-fifth part - . . - 165,955 
m 995,732 
Delaware contains 1,356,800 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - - - 37,688 
One-fifth part -~ - - - 7,537 
a 452 
Maryland contains 8,960,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - ` + 248,888 
One fifth part = - à . - 49,777 
yesh ———— 299,665 
Virginia contains 44,800,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth parte - - - 1,244,444 
One-fifth par - : - - 248888 
1,493,332 
North Carolina contains 29,720,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - - - 825,555 
One-fifth part - - . » 165,111 
——— 980,665 
South Carolina contains 15,411,200 acres. 
One thirty-sixth part - - - 428,086 
One-fifth part - - - : 85,817 
ae | BIB,703 
Georgia contains 39,610,090 acres. 
Onethirty-sixth pari - : - 1,102,222 
One-fifth part - : ~ - 226,444 > 
a A828, 656 
Kentucky contains 32,003,000 acres. 
One thirty-sixth pari - . - 888,828 
One-fifth part - : : + 177977 ne 
mm 1,066,665 
Total amount to the States which have not re- 
ceived lands - A 5 fi 9,370,760 


This amount of the public domain, sold at $2 aa acre, which 
is about the average price which the public land has. sold fer, 
would make an aggregate of $18,741,520. The simplest rule 
-of mathematics will eaaily inform. us how greatly these several 
amounts would increase, not only forthe same beneficent. pur. 
pose to the old, but to the new States likewise~-for all would 
have a proportional interest, and would receive 2. similar pene- 
fit in the measure—if altof the puble domain: wière-set aparı 
for the promotion of education among all .of the. people. of the 
nation Nor do L entertain the slightest doubt that every Sale 
in the Union would give ie meastis its cordal and zealous 
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sanction if the question were brought home to the bosom of 

every man in the Union. Many propositions of a like and 

kindred character have been submitted in this House and in the 
enate. 

On the 12th of February, 1823, Mr. White moved that the 
House do come to the folowing resolution, viz: 

« Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating and set- 
ting apart a moiety or portion of the avails of the annual sales of 
the public lands, for the purpose of establishing a permanent 
increasing fund ; the interest of which, after it shall have in- 
creased to a given sum, shail be distributed for the promotion of 
education in the several States, according to the principles of 
equal right and justice.” 

-The following year, (1824,) Mr. Strong submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That all moneys which shall be received on ac- 
count of the sales and entries of the public lands, after the 4th 
day of July, 1826, ought to be appropriated exclusively to the 
support of common schools, and the construction of roads and 
canals; and that the said moneys ought to be divided between 
the several States and Territories, in proportion to the represen- 
tation of each in the House of Representatives of the United 
States, and applied by them respectively to the aforesaid pur- 
poses, in such manner, and withsuch limitations and conditions, 
as the Congress may prescribe.” 

The next year, (1826,) Mr. Dickerson, of the Senate, made a 
report upon a similar resolution : 

‘The committee state that they “ have come to the conclusion 
that great advantages would result to the United States from an 
annual distribution among them, by sorme equitable ratio, of a 
portion of our national revenue, for the purposes of education 
and internal improvement, as the State Governments may re- 
spectively deem most to their advantage, d&c. 

“ Money, distributed as proposed, would give new activity to 
industry and enterprise in allthe States, and that equally and 
simultaneously, - 

* {t would create a vigilance on the part of the State Govern- 
ments over the expenditures of the General Government, and 
thereby prevent the waste ofmoney, and the adoption of extray- 
agant measures that might diminish the amount ofthe annual 
digidends. 

It would secure impartial justice to ali the States in the dis- 


tribution of the expenditures of our revenue, a failure of which - 


at present isa subject of toud and just complaint, : 

“Jt would relieve the General Government of the serious in- 
convenience of an overflowing Treasury, which, ifnot provided 
forin the manner proposed, or by a reduction ofour revenue, 
will impair ihe most important principles of our Constitution. 

“k would relieve the two House of Congress of a large por- 
tion of legislation, now devoted to the disposal of our surplus 
funds—legislation of the worst kind, calculated to produce com. 
binations, sectional feelings, injustice, and waste of the public 
treasure.”? 

Although there was at that time a large national debt, estimat- 
ed by the report of the Secretary of the Treasury to beyon the 
-tist day of January, 1826, $30,985,537 25, yet the Senate’s com- 
mittee reported in favor of the plan of dividing the revenues 
from ‘the public lands among the States for the purposes of 
‘education and internal improvement, and state that— z 

“ Under a pian to distribute among the States a portion of our 
national revenue, and at the same time to provide for the grad- 
ual reduction of the public debt, it is proposed to divide an- 
nually, after the year 1827, one-half of the amount appropriated 
for the sinking fund, to wit, five millions of dollars, among the 
several States, by some equitable ratio, until the funded debt 
bearing six per cent, mterest shall be extinguished ; after that, 
to divide among the States ten millions of dollars annually, 
until the fundal debt bearing five per cent. interest, and that 
bearing four anda half per cent. interest, shall be extinguished ; 
and, ater than to divide among the States fifteen millions of 
dollars annuslly, leavmg the residue of the funded debt, 
bearing three per cent. interest, to be redeemed at sume distant 

eriod.”” 

r Various other propositiona have been urged, or rather intro- 
duced into each of the two Houses, prior and subsequent to the 
period i have alluded to. One, which was reported by Mr. 
CLAY, of Kentucky, and was ably supported, passed both 
Houses of Congress; but the executive veto of General Jackson 
prevented its being carried into operation. It was in some de- 
gree a modification of the various other propositions which had 
been introduced: it allowed a bounty of some fifteen per cent. 
upon the amount of sales of the public lands, in favor of those 
States within whose limits the lands might be situated. As a 
measure of final compromise, that measure was approved by 
both Houses of Congress. 

But Inever could appreciate the force of the reasoning, upon 
‘principle, which would justify such a discrimination. The 
same reasoning which will allow a bounty to the new States, 
because the land 1s generally sold within their limits, and the 
money paid into the Western land offices, would justify the old 
and importing States in exacting a similar bounty on the amount 
of revenue which they haveto pay in the form of duties. Why 
should not Maryland exact fifteen per cent. nponthe ameunt of 
revenue collecied at the port of Baltimore, on the same grounds ? 
Tha: revenne is paid by her citizens. And the mariner who 
pours the rich freight of his vessel into the lap of that city 
encounters, in truth, more peril and more hardship, in navigat- 
ing the ocean, and breasting every danger, from pole to pole, 
than the Western pioneer does in felling the dark forests of the 
West. 

Jt was one of the strongest grounds of opposition to the adop- 
‘tion of the Constitution, which Luther Martin took in conven- 
tion, as well as afterwards, in his speech before the Legislature 
of Maryland, thai, by the operation of the Constitution, if adopt- 
ed, Maryland would surrender all control over her commerce 
and its revenue, and it was one of the canses of his withdrawing 
himself from the convention. . n ; 

To be just before generous, isa maxim of equity as well as 
‘law, derived from the soundest principles of morality. 

Ihave read ail the articles of cession, all the compacts, and 
ean nowhere find even an intimation, a sentence of doubt, that 
_witl'allow one State to havea greater proportion of benefit from 

“the* proceeds of the public lands than another. The General 
“Gaverament has been made an agent, a trustee, by the States, 
for their mutual convenience aad benefit, with express injunc- 
ms to be impartial in the appropriation and distribution of 
écémmon property of all the States of this Union. 

*""Op this patt of the subject Ishall offer one other extract, and 
that is from the. proceedings of the Legislature of Ohio; and I 


cannot withhold my admiration of the sound and firm grounds 
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|. which it has taken on this subject. A State, which but forty 
years. ago was a vast wilderness, by the bounty of the General 
Government andits soil, withan enterprising population, isnow 
the ay State in the Wnion in population and power, and al- 
ready : 
——— leads . : 
New colonies forth, that towards the Western seas 
Spread like rapid flame among the autumnal trees.” 
The resolutions were passed on the:2d February, 1838, and 
the part which I shall read is as. follows: d i 
“ Wo do, therefore, declare that the public lands of the United 


States are the property of the whole Union, held in trust for the < 


States; that this trust can only be answered by. giving to all'the 
States the proper proceeds. of their value; that we protest 
against any change in the long established system of managing 
the national estate, as it was devised by the Congress of the 
revolution, and sustained by every administration of the Govern- . 
ment till the present; dnd we maintain that the lands shall be 
soldat their proper price, for the benefit of all the people of 
the States, not squandered and confiscated’ for the benefit of a 
few; and we also mainiain that the six hundred millions of 
acres yet unsold are the great inheritance of the future people 
of these States; and that any faithless consent of this genera- 
tion to abandon that inheritance to the: Federal Government, to 
be sold piecemeal, andthe money used as common revenue, 
would be to make that Government more powerful, and to fos- 
ter extravagance in public expenditure, while it would lessen 
the rights of the States and deprive them of this unfailing 
means of advancing the condition of their people for cen- 
turies to come.” 

For the reputation of the new States, } could wish that such 
sentiments were more generally prevalent among them. And 
I may as well say at this time that my remarks im relation to 
appropriations of land, made by the General Government to 
the Western States for the promotion of education, do not apply 
but in a very limited degree to Kentucky and Tennessee. Ken- 
tucky has received a small portion, to aid some of her elemosy- 
nary institutions, and Tennessee has received about two hun- 
dred thousand acres for academies and colleges. 

The views taken by the Legislature of Ohio are worthy of 
that enterprising and enlightened State, and commend them- 
selves to the emulation of the older, less fortunate, and less 
prosperous States of the Union; they show practical intelli. 
gence and sagacious wisdom; they look beyond the present, and 
point to the distant future. Instead ot treating and using the 
vast public domain as a fund for political gambling and political 
bribery, instead of throwing it out as a lure to the ambitious or 
the avaricious, as is too much the case in the present day, how 
much better would it be for the present and future generations 
if it were set apart as a sacred fund, to be used for educational 
purposes, and no other; not to be touched for any other purpose, 
in either peace or war. If the whole proceeds were set apart 
for that exclusive purpose, with the privilege of the States to 
invest one-half of their distributive shares in works of internal 
improvement, first guarantying to the Government, as the agent 
of all, (for I would bave the present land system of the General 
Government continued;) the legal interest of the State on the 
amount invested in improvements, to be faithfully paid into the 
school fund of the State, this warfare between the State and 
General Governments would cease; this conflict between dif- 
ferent sections of the Union would end ; anda policy.as endur- 
ing as our institutions would be established; and. our’ institu- 
tions would be made enduring by this very policy. ' è 

“A despotism,” says Montesquien, “is supported by fear, a 
republic by virtue.” Our institutions can only be supported 
by the wide diffusion of maral education among all conditions 
of the people. Those who limit their views to the present, and 
close their eyes to the future, are unsafe agents of the people. 
The lifetime of an individual is but a day in the history ofa 
nation. 

Congress should legislate as if this nation and its free institu- 
tions were to be lasting; itis only by viewing them.so that they 
will be made perpetual; to look not alone at ourselves, selfish 
as human nature has formed us, but, in the language of Bulwer, 
to look atthe eternal people,-the teeming millions who are to 
crowd these States, to draw their support from its soil, and who 
must sink into ignorance, into anarchy, or into despotism, if 
they have not the means and facilities of early and progressive 
education. 

The calculation which T have already exhibited shows the 
probable increase of population, J will ofer a few more facts, 
as they will elicit, in every judicious mind, better argumenis 
than any I could offer. 

The number of inhabitants to the square mile in. the United 
States atthe last census (1830) averaged 16; in New England 
20.9, in the Middle States 26.3 in the Southern States 7,in Mas- 
sachnsetis $1, in New York 41.5,in Pennsylvania 30,6, in Ghio 
24, in IHindis 3, ın the Western States 11. Now, suppose that 
each State had, at the present time, a sum set apart to educate 
all of their children, (which I will presently show is not the 

_case,) how immensely that amount will have to increase to be 
sufficient to educate all the children ef each State, when the 
population of each State becomes even as numerous as some 
of the nations of Europe at the present time. . The number of 
inhabitants to a square mile in England is about £20, in France 
160, ia Germany it varies from 100 to 200. _ Humboldt has made 
a calculation, predicated upon the capability of the soil of 
America to produce the prime necessaries of life, and estimates 
that it is abundantly capable of supporting a population ef 
3,600.000,000 ; a mass of human beings five times as numerous 
as all who now exist upon the face of the globe. He estimated 
that the number would be. in 1830, 21,000.000, without including 
Indians and negroes: in 1930, to- be 336,000,000; in 2020, to be 
2,380,000,000. The United States is the most productive region 
of the continent, excepting a portion of Mexico and a few prov- 
inces still farther south. 

” E will not fatigue the attention of the House by dwelling 
much longer upon these general considerations, but willattempt 
to present the question to the contemplation of the House, in 
relation to its bearing upon the present age and the rising genera- 
tion; for it seems to he a controlling principle of enr nature 
to look less at the past, and to be more indifferentof the worldly 
future, than to seize, with salutary avidity, the present; and it 
isa trait which all will admit the existence of in the American 
character, and which controls their pursuits in an eminent de- 
gree—the acquisition, by the shortest road, of the prize of aflu- 
ence and wealth. The slow and gradual pursuit of gain our 
restive and enterprising minds will neither appreciate nor com- 
prehend. We lie down with dreamy visions of wealth, and 
awake boldly nerved for its speedy attainment. But we know 


the value of education, and I am confident in the belief that į 


the Government will: adopt Comimensurate. means: for. Hemo 
general diffusion, - And, were we to.extend our inquiries abroad, 
in order to ascertain if there. is an urgent and pressing neces- 
sity to send the “ schoolmaster abroad in‘ the land,” we would 
find, to our national reproach and deep and abiding. mortifica- 
tion, that every region of the nation calls aloud for bis service 
There is no civilized and christian nation on earth which hgasts 
of ita refinement, its wisdom, and its fame, thatso‘imperatively 
requires a more liberal system of public schools.: - wee 
Let us examine, for a moment, the condition 
the nations which We haye too’ often been in of ci 
sidering as inferior to our own in the onward‘march of civiliza- 
tion and instruction. According to Lord Brougham’s statement, 
in 487 parishes in England, there had been educated in 1838, 
when England adopted a mare liberal-systemi of popular edu- 
cation, 56,000 children.. What, let me ask, was ‘the effect. of 
that system? In the same parishes, in 1828; there’ were edu- 
cated 105,000; so that, in the brief period of ten. years, the num- 
ber of children who ‘had received the benefits of education had 


. more than doubled. What, let me ask, is the extent of the 


system pursued in other nations, and especially Prussia? We 
find, from an extract in Cousin, from a report published in the 
Royal Gazette of Berlin, in 1828, that according to the census 
made at thé end of 1825, the number of inhabitants in. the whole 
of the Prussian morarchy, amounted to 12,256,725 ; amongst 
whom were 4,487,421 children under 14 years of age; which 
gives 366 children for every 1,000 inhabitants, or about eleven- 
thirtieths of the nation. oe’ 

Admitting education in the public schools to begin at the ago 
of seven years complete, we may calculate that three-sevenths 
of the entire population of children are of anagé to.go to school, 
and we should have for the entire Prussian.monarcliy the nuni- 
ber of 1,932,200 children. capable of receiving the benefits of 
education. Now, atthe end of 1825, there were inthe kingcom : 

Elementary schools for town and country, ordinarily for both 
sexes together - - - Ne 


88. 
Burgher, or middle classes, $ en bosa et ` 736 
Total o e ee ee . 21,623 
In which were employed: : 
Masters +. |. ` - wet 4 
Mistresses ` - -. Sra wo TA 
Total - > ee, RB, 
To which must be added . . 2,024 assistan(s, 
These schools extended instruction to ~ 
Elementary. schools - -- $22,077 
Boys, teens schools i - - ESN) 871,246 
; Elementary schools - . 55, ¢ 
Girls, $ Burgnerec oos - < 37,050 799,078 
Total number of children - ` $ 1,664,218 


Now, we have reckoned the total poptilation of children from 
7 to 14 years of age, in the whole monarchy, at 1,923,260; it 
follows, then, from the foregoing calculation, that out of every 
FIFTEEN children, THIRTEEN actually attend public schools 5 
and as we have to allow for those who.go to private schools, oy 
who receive instruction at-their fathers’ houses, or who have 
perhaps already entered the lower classes of the gymnasia, the 
generat state of things appears sufficiently gratifying. Whata 
contrast. will this exhibit to the condition of education in most 
of the States in this Union! 

In Prussia, Austria, and Germany, scarcely. achild growsup 
uneducated. In most of tho States in. this nation, thousands 
and tens of thousands are destitute of education, as-will presently 
be shown. ‘Sweden (says Lord Brougham) is perhaps the bëst 
educated country in the world; itis dificult to find there one 
person in a thousand. who cannot-read and write. 

Even Russia, semi-barbarious as we are prone to regard her, 
is improving ina liberal way ber system of education. The 
St. Petersburg Journal states’ that 160,105 children of soldiers 
and recruits were educated at the expense of the .Crouay, in the 
year 1882. During an interval of eight years, 4,342 such chil- 
dren were brought up as clerks in offices, 2:308 as aésistant 
surgeons, 452 as land sutveyors, 586 asshipwrights, and 120 as 
musicians. Where is to be faund the law in our national statute 
books which makes provision for thé-education of children of 
the soldier and recruit who may be called on to loge his life in 
defence of his country’s interest and honor? The manw ho is 
forced in times:of necessity to peril his life for his country’s 
welfare may sacrifice it in the cause of liberty, and leave behind 
him his indigent children uuproiected, to hecome the viewnis of 
ignorance and slaves to vice. : 

Ifwe eentrast the condition of education.in most of the nations 
of Europe with the limited systems in this nation, we wil} be 
mortified to find hew-far we are behind the former. Itis true 
that Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Ohio, and one 
or two other States have adopted a liberal and general system 
of public scheols; bucevenin these States there is much room 
for improvement and although in Connecticut one-third of the 
population of 275,000 atend the free schools, still the foundations 
of education should be extended deeper and wider. In most 
ofthe other Siates the system of education is most culpably 
deficient. Although the system of education has been creatiy 
improved since, yet; by a report made seven cr eight years ago, 
it was stated that— 7 Le í 

“Thie country contains more than four millions of children, 
who ought to be under the influence of common schools, . But 
by a recent estimateit appears that sore thane million of 
children are growing up Mithe United States in ignorance, and 
teithout the means.of education; of these, 250,600 are said to 
bein Pennsyivania. Anestimate made in 1528 showed that, of 
the chikken of New Jersey, 11,743 were rely destitwie.of 
instruetion, and 15,060 adults unable to read. 

Between the statement which Ihave read, and the. following 
extract from Governor Wolfs message afterwards, there will be 
discovered a discrepancy ; but either statement presents a de- 
plorable state ef education at the ume Governor Walfsuys 
that— BO? 

Recording to the last census, we have in Pennsylvania 
581,180 children under fifteen, and 149,087 between the age of 
fifteen and twenty, forming an aggregate of 730,267 juvenile 
persons of beth sexes -under the. age of twenty years,’ most of 


. them requiring mere or lessinstruction. And yet, with thie nu. 


merous youthful population growing up around us, who ina 
few years are to be our rulers and our lawgivers, the defenders 
of ur couritry and the pillars of the State, and upon whose edu- 
cation will depend, ina gréat measure, the preservation of our 
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liberties and the safety of the republic, we have neither schools 
established for their instruction, nor provision made by law for 
establishing them, as enjoined by the Constitution. I have no 
means of ascertaining, butam inclined to the opinion that 80,000 
are entirely uninstructed.”’ ake 

Pennsylvania has adopted, within the last three or four years, 
a more liberal system of public instruction : and, in that brief 
period, the benefits have been beyond all anticipation. And 
never was a system more zealously opposed. During the con- 
flict arising out of that measure, it was my fortune to travel 
through the greater part of that State, and I discovered that those 
portions of the State’ most uninformed, and requiring in the 
greatest degree education, were most zealously hostile to it. 
They enlarged upon tariffs and taxes, and were vehement in 
denunciations. s 

it was then that the truth of the remark of Dr. Chalmers 
forced conviction upon my mind, “that the inappetence ofa 
people for education is in the exact ratio of its ignorance.” 

hat has beea the effect of that system? From the reportof 
Mr. Borrows, Suparintendent of Education, to the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, February 7, 1838, we find “that the whole 
number ofscholars taught during the year, in the districts which 
roported, was 192,355.” The whole number of young persons, 
between five and fifteen years of aze, in the districts that report- 
ed, is supposed to be about 200,600. 

“80 far as the returns have been received, the whole num- 
ber taught in schools of all kinds, in the same districts, before 
the adoption ofthe system, was 80,000.” 

‘Then it appears. that, in the short interval from the adoption 
of the measure to the present time, more than 100,090 children 
ave now receiving the advantages of education, who otherwise 
would have grown up in degrading ignorance. 

The measure of public education; which was at the moment 
ef its. adoption so unpopular, is now in those very regions 
hailed as the greatest public blessing, whieh proves conclusive- 
ly another fact, that, whatever may be the prejudices against a 
liberal system of education, when once adopted, he who wouid 
then-sppose it would make biinself infinitely more unpopular in 
the most illiterace community than was the original supporter, 

As in State Governments, 60 in the Nationa! : prejudices may 
be created; timid apprehensions may alarm ; worse considera- 
tions than either may intluence individuals in opposing a meas- 
ure to appropriate the public domain for the diffusion of educa- 
tion among the Siateg; but when such a policy shall, and I be- 
lieveand hope wiil, prevail, the individual, ifit should be pos. 
sible that one such could be found in Congress, who would 
attempt to divert that fund, once set apart, from its munificent 
purpose, would be regarded as a more barbarous heathe 
he who would, in other times, have wildly rushed i 
sanctuary ofthe solemn temples of the gods, and extinguis 
their vesial lights, , 

By the report of the committee appointed by the Fecislaire 
of Georgia, “of 83,000 children who ought to be in school, but 
25,000 have the advantage of any education whatever.” 

Thus Geofgia, the mother of two powerfuland wealtky States, 
presents the sad picture of allowing 58,000 children io grow up 
within her limits in the most cruel and projound ignorance; a 
State which reserved in her articles of cession her just pro- 

ortion of the public lands.. When was the voice of that State 
heard in this hall in favor of a distributive share of the public 
lands for education, which she so much requires? 

Ihave seen'nio report from North Carolma ; and I deeply re- 
gret that there is not a feeling of reciprocity between the States 
andthe National Government, to furnish each with all their 
reports and public proceedings ; for, alike in Stateor the Na- 
tional Legislature, its members are embarrassed in their public 
deliberations, from a want of access to useful reports. But 
North Carolina must greatly require an improved system of 
education; for you will find inthe Journals of this House, in 
the evidence in relation tothe contested election from North 
Carolina, in the Ist session of the 22d Congress, that, out of one 
hundred and eleven voters who gave testimony, twenty eigbt 
had to make their marks; in other words, one-third coud not 
write their names. And her voice has not been heard in this 
Hall or the other, claiming a portion of the publie domain for 
the education of her ignorant children. A State which isthe 
parent of ‘Tennessee; a State in which Sir Walter Raleigi’s 
emigrants first settled ; a State which has the honor of standing 
proudly the first to declare, bya politicial State aet, (to say 
nothing about her Mecklenburg convention,) her determination 
to be separated from the mother country ; for, on the 12th April, 
1776, the Congress of North Carolina “empowered their dele- 
gates to declare indepenience.”* 

If we wore to form a general opinion of the condition of educa- 
tion in other Siatos from like circum ices, We would conclude 
that Kentucky is but slightly in advance of North Carolina. 

You wil find recorded, ia your journal of proceedings, a case 
almost as remarkable, in ihe first session of the succeeding 
Congress. That, in the evidenc: n iu the contesied cleetion 
of Moore and Letcher, of one hundred and twelve names of 
witnoases which’! counted, sixteen were marksmen, orabout 
one-fifth, who could not write their names, 

By the last report of the superintendent ofcommon achaols, 
it appears that in the year 1836, in the districts of New York 
from which reports had been received, there were 524,188 in- 
structed, and that the number of children residing in those 
districts, over five years old and under sixteen, was 3,882 ; so 
of that number 39,694 did not attend common schoois. 

I pass over other States, and will say that my own State is far 
behind the age in mental improvement, from an absence ofa 
more general system of pu'lic education. Tn the congressional 
district which Í represent there is scarcely a single school in 
which apeor man who has not the means to incur the expense 
can have his children educated. And what, Mr. Speaker, can 
be more agonizing to a sensitive mind, when the physical ener- 
gies are paralyzed by affliction, than the reflection of sucha 
parent, that the children he is to leave behind him are to grow 
upin ignorance, and to'be made the prey of every vice, and 
to be allared to ruif by every temptation ? 
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How diferent must bethe decline of one, though poor and 
prostrated, when he can find his pillow softened by the belief 
that, though disease and poverty may Herass him, bis mind can 
still fondly linger on the consoling reflection that his offspring, 
ifleft penniless, will stillbe educated; and how cheeriug the 
hope that their fate may. be different; and that, when the fond 
parent is no more, his children, by public:instruction, by indus- 
try, andthe force of genius, ina country where ail the avenues 
of enterprise and promotion are thrown wide open to character 
andto talents, may be usefal to society andadorn his cowntry, 
and rescue from the grave the name of their father, and extend 
it with their own through a. grateful nation! By the census of 
1830, there were inthe U. States, between the ages of five and 
fifteen years, 2,845,037 white'children ; the number now is more 
than 3,000,000, all of whom should receive a moral and useful 
education. Lord Brougham asserts that “it Is nat enough to 
say thata child can learn a great deai before the age of six 
years ; the truth is that he can learn, anc does learn, a great 
deal mote before thatvage than all that he learns or can earo in 
all after life.” Fdo not feel qualified to discuss the truth or 
error of thie proposition ; wiil assert that, ifit is true, every 
one who vasues either the institutions of his country or ‘the 
happiness of the people must freia dicitade in having 
schools established whic iwill give iastrucijon and proper m 
direction to the youth mind. 
established in morals than that a nation or peop 
proportion to their ignorance. In illustranon of tie position, 
I wil refer to a passage in Lord Brougham’ tehon Eluca- 
tion, inthe Ho of Lords, some three years:go, Tle states, 
that of “70? persons who were put on their trialsin the winters 
of 1830 and 1831, charged with rioting and arson, only 150 could 
read and write; all the rest were marksmen. Ofthe number 
of boys committed to Newgate during three years, two-thirds 
could neither read nor write. 

At the refuge for the dosi 


titute itis stilt worse ; for, from an 
examination there made, it appears that the number of children 
received who can red with tolerable facility is in the propor- 
tuon of only one in every thirty or thirty-fiv: R 

But, Mr. Chairman, I feel forced to hu throngh this por- 
tion of the subject, and the veflections which naturally arise 
from it. Tam quite sure that 1 bave fatigued the House as well 


p 


as myself. i f , i 
Tae effect of education upon a nation is not alone in the 
mental and moral exaltation of its people, but the cc 


quence 
| the increasing 
atter position I 


is in eqnal ratio upon its ph le 
development of its rescure 
will read an extract from tho very able ar 3 able work 
of Mr. E. C. Wines, on the subject of “Popular Edyeation.” 
He says that “ the intellecto unis people is not cultivated to 
one-fourth—scatcely, perhaps, to one-eighth—the extent that 
it would be by the adoption of a wise system of universal educa- 
tion. And who can calculate the results? What imagination 
can set limits to the pecuniary advantages that would aceras to 
the country, ifuseful inventions and discoveries were mnitinlied 
fourfold 2? That, “In illustration of Dis point, President 
Young has made a comparison, fonnded npon the stati sof 
Baron Dupin. between the commercial and manuacturing 
condition of England and France. From this calculation it ap- 
pears that the muscular force eniployed in commerce and 
manofucturesin thee two countries is about eguei, being in 
each equivalent, in round numbers to the power of s. millions 
of mer. Thus if the productive cn ise of the two comutries 
depended solely upon the amm ower employed, France 
ought to be as greata commercial and manufacturing countiy 
asKngland, Butthe English, by means of machinery, have 
increased their force toa power equalto that of twenty-five 
millions of men, while the Prench have only raised theirs to 
that of elenen millions. Englar, then, owing to her superiori- 
ty in discovering and inventing, has more than quadrupled her 
power ofmen and horses. France, on the other hand, has not 
quite doubled hers. 1s ii” the le { professor then pertinent- 
ly inquires, “Sis it now any wonder that these islanders, with a 
narrower territory, smaller populaiion, and le: ate, 
should immensely outstrip their less inteligent and ingenious 
neighbors + And can we conceive a 
pecuniary gain that accrues to 2 nalt 
intellect of her sons, thar 
How much does England ge 
from this fact? Phe actua! cord manufacturing 
power of the latter country is only fico-fifths of tha: of the 
former, The p nt annual value of the cotton manufacture 
of Great Britain, according to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, is 
estimated to be about thirty-five millions of ponnd: 
Three-fifihs of that sum, or more than twenty m 
pounds, is Engiand’s clear gain ever her less skilful 
amount more than three times as ¢ fe 
annual revenue of the United States 
ever increasing tideof prosperity Eng 
to popular education, which is the pur 
the ultimate cause of all those improvements i 
ufacture by which these amazing results have been secu 
At one time England imported her cotton fabrics fre 
By the invention of machinery shenow imports the raw ma 
rial, sends it back seven thousand miles, manufactured 
in a country where the hand-loom is still u By X 
genius, London is saved annuaily about eight millio 
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“© The-coming of that glorious time 
When, prizing knowledge as her noblest wealth 
And best protection, this imperial realm, 
While she exacts allegiance, shall admit 
An obligation, on her part, to teach 
‘hem who are born to serve her and obey; 
Binding herself by statute losecure, 
For ail the children whom her soil maintains, 
The rudiments of letters ; and to inform 
Themind with moral and reiigious truth.” 


Mr. Speaker, Tam fully ‘concious that 1 have occupied: the 
time af the House to an unusual extent. lam fully convinced 


is 
that ocherand distinguished members will exert their powerful 
talenis in support ofthe measure. I hope that Virginia. wili 
liftu itsable and strong. voice in support of the resolutions 
which 1 have had the honor of introducing. 1 do. anxiously hope 
thas iint State wili never be silent, until the letter and spirit of 
its articles of cession are complied with; that it will not be 
contenied with its great State University, but will press educa- 
tion in every regiou of that noble State. State colleges. and 
State academies furnish the besi education to their pupils; but 
itisthe affluent alonc who can send their children to those in- 
stitutions. . Itis there that edacation, like the Lapland sun, gilds 
with its rays the edifice on the eminence, but they reach not 
the ecitage beneath the hill. 

If virtue and intelligence are the true and lasting foundations 
ofa free Government, how imperative is the duty which rests 
upon those Intrusied with-the power of legislation to adopt a 
general system of public education. Whilst it improves. the 
moral virtues, and exalts the head and the heart, it would do 
more than the avenues of intercommunication to knittogether the 
Union of these growing and. powerful States, and. would unite 
them in amity and good feeling like a garland of flowers. 

Opposition to the proposition will he made, but I hope.it will 
not be insurmountable. Every liberal plan of ameliorating the 
Conditicn of those who most require it will have to encounter 
prejucices, Andon this point I will read, as applicable tomy 
views an extract from James on Education : k 

“The first oppesition will proceed froma spicit which the 
esof tite tine inaily generated, and which, by the 
short-sighted men, and the declamation of interested 
‘tious men, has been carried to a pitiful and lamenta- 


hie exe I mean the spirit of petty economies, er the sacri. 
fice of great and certain advantages te small but immediate 
SAVING SP A . ine 

In conctusion, I will say, if the merebers inthis House should 


refuse fo support a measure calculated to give their States a 
distribu:ive proportion of the public lands for the promotjon. of 
educaticn, 1 will renew the proposition, as long ag I may be 
allowed a seatin Congress, in another form. 1 will insist Upon ° 
the righ. of my own to her just proportion, and will never 
tire in u it until its Gaal success. Fijustice should some. 
times he slow, it is generaly triumphant in the end, 

But I hope thatthe members from the old States, and the 
liberal wom the new, will takea firm ground, and take it quick- 
ly, in fa. = of this measure ; ihat they wil! not let another census 
and a yspportionment of representation be teken until this 
question hall be carried. 'Fhey have the power to do their 
States justice, if they have the will, and itis time for the eld 
od States to ; 


` Begin, ve bold, and venture to be wise. 

‘Chose who defer this work from day to day, 

ido ona river’s bank expecting stand, 

‘Pill the whole stream which pass them shall be dry, 
Which runs, and as it rans forever will run on.” 


THE DUEL REPORTS. 
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SPEMCH OF MR, TILLINGHAST, 
Or Ruope Istanp. 
s£ Of Representatives, April 24, 18388.—The House 
under consideration the motion of Mr. Toucey, 
¢ the unanimous direction of the committee ap- 
pointed i> investigate the causes which led to the death of 
the late žir. CrLLEY, to print the report of that committee, 
and postin. ne it till next Monday week— 

Mr. TILL NGHAST said the motion being to postpone fora 
fortnight, and to print immediately, he presumed this was sus- 
ceptible of division, so that a vote might te given upon each of 
those prop sitions separately. (To this the CHAIR assented.) 
Mr. T. the::cid he was against the postponement. The delay 
seemed un:evessary, Lf now postponed fora fortnight, at the 
end of tha: iiine the same question which has been raised in 
this debate \ ould then stil} remain to be debated, H, in pur- 
suing this invustigation, it ehould be deemed by the Heuse to 
be necess ‘o reeommit the report for some purposes, as he 
believed it would be, if only to relieve the ultimate decision 
from all Cola; .aints or charges of irregularity of proceeding, it 
was importent that it should be done without delay. If the 
subject was not postponed, the motion which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Anams] had given notice that be 
should make would be immediately before the House: and, if 
that pyevaile:!, the facts would probably, at an early day, be 
presented inti: proper manner for consideration and’ ultimate 
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Ishall not te supposed [said Mr. T.] to te inclined to. süp- 
press investis ù The gentleman from New York, who just 
now sat down. | Mr.Loomrs} said there ought to be no inclination 
to suppress i don. ] voted forthe investigation, I thought 
it due to the on, dueto the House, due to the country. 
T think so sti. Ithought there should be no postponement or 
delay of the jaw stigation. J believed it of great importance 
thatthe country should at once have full and satisfactory as- 
surance that Congress was disposed, without hesitation or ap- 
pearance of reiauctence, and according to the measure of its 
constitutional powers, to do all that preperly. belonged te. the 
occasion; that peopie should not be left to an interval of 
doubt ag to the moral dispositiong.or capacity, ef their: repre~ 
sentatives and ‘ecistators; that they might. repose ‘with confi- 
dence in the hee that their representatives were as well dis- 
Posed and as cuinpetent to perform any duty which might 
grow from this cecasion as any other of the. high duties with =; 
which they are charged, We were called upon to instituite an. 
inquiry. . Tt seemet. to me thar the: tine of asking it, was-{ 
time for granting it; anil that it: was of some consequence thé 
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„no countenance should be. given, by refusal or delay, to an im- 


ssion that, in this particular matter, the méhibers of this 


mstances, with a view ultumately to decide WHat might be 
j to the moral sense of the nation, as well as ”tö- their own 


‘dignity and regard for the laws. I am satisfied with the votes‘: 


roceeding, I- 


sons for this 


Con: Utional principle or law under which we actin any case, | 
al be in a situation to do our whole duty to the subject; | 


“Wwe shi 
„and I indulge the beliefthat, whatever that duty Jay. appear 
to. be, we are prepared to do it to the full extent of. our obliga- 
tions. We shall meet, the-occasion and the call, Ñ 
iay be, with firmness, with dignity, and with a. 
-those high and paramount principles to whith civil society 
és its existence and its security. In such casts we dre èm- 
ally reminded that the legislator should {distinguish be- 
“tween his legislative and his individual capacity. -Y allow. my- 
elt ig feel persuaded that every member of this House is able 
willidg so to. distinguish; that each will forget himself às a 


per regard 


tithe welfare ofthe whole people, exercising iis high im- 


wei; as well as to that community whose présent agent hie is, 
And that posterity who will feel and judge his acis.. We- have 
been. told, more than oace, that we may, in our. own persons, 
become the subjects or the victims of the decisions we may 
- Makein this case. Sir, thisis true, and this'is also right. 
"Every legislator is bound to devote, and must, ef necessity, de: 
"vote himself to this hazard. The infirmities of which all and 
-eich must be conscious, may, in the unforeseen course of 
erens, bring each, or any one of us as an individual, within 
the reach and visitation of the laws or determinations ef which 
“he is, himself, the mover or supporter here. But he cannot al- 
* Jow.that consideration to influence his judgment or to relax his 
\/ flrmiess in providing and maintaining, in his a¢tion here, such 
and measures as are required for the well-being of the 
commend. t 


ommunity. Even-handed justice m: 


“'Yngredients ofour chalice to our own lips. Dhe proper. use of 
this truth is to be careful not to throw any thing (hat is hotpirre: 
‘and safe and wholesome into the fountain of “those rs of 


“which all, not excepting ourselves, must drin 
confidence in the belief that we are prepared to h 
vestigation to a result, whatever it may be, that. will satis(y the 
‘mdral feeling of the community and our own: positive obliga- 
tions as legislators; and that, at the same time, we shall not 
permit it to be the medium of any other feeling than a control- 
ling sense of duty, nor allow ourselves, in its progress, to sacri- 
fice any personal right or constitutional law,. rule or form of 
proceeding. i 

So much Ihave deemed it necessary to say in reference tothe 
silrgestion that the investigation ought not to be suppressed, 1 
donot perceive what argument upon the present question. is 

‘contained in. that suggestion. I am, as I wae from the begin- 
ning, in favor ofthe investigation. Toall thatis proper to be 
“done.for rendering it thorough and complete. L am ready to con- 

tribute my ehare, Buit am alsoin favor of the Constitution 

‘andthe laws, The investigation certainly can. be, and certain- 
ly should be, conducted according to the laws and rules of pro- 

- ceeding established for cases of investigation} and whatever, in 
such case, the House refers to a comunittee, whether resolu- 

"tion òr memorial, is referred to be dealt with according to and 
under those taws and rules, 

“Sir, I cannot persuade myself that the. point now raised fo 

_ ont consideration. ts lightand trivial. Iris said that itis a mere 

question of form, Bu when that is said, nothing is said which 
mecosaarly determines it to be of litle importance. I can see 
thi rm that might have 


at, so.faras.it is matter of form, itis ofa 
been and may be easily complied with. ‘But that ishota reason 
-“for-overlooking or overleaping is. It cewainly struck me, at 
the Commencement, as being 4 question. respecting form. But 
‘it must be remembered that, in proceedings of which there- 


ger thar. 
6, ei 


olise would not be as willing, or did. not find ¢héMselves’ as.’ 
mipetent, asin any other to provide for an inġüity into the | 


hatever it | 


‘son, aad remember himself only as a legislator, charged | 


al functions under. the'most solemn ‘and istimediate te- | 
bility to the Supreme Fountain of all law, and right, and > 


I reposé with: ; 
pursue thig.in- : 


| tion. -But the rules cannot be do yepealed. JT cannot perceive: 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 
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l tiousness, or tending.only to delay. But to dispense with arue Ii. 


upon such grouads, isto overthrow atence all rules and all the 
‘reasons oh Which they are founded: ‘The tule of one’ ¢ase mist 
‘be the rule of all éasca of the same sort; otherwise, there is, in 
‘truth, no rule for any case. Every case would be subject to the 
arbitrary discietion of the tribunal, which would decids in each - 
‘whether it was or Was not, upon its particular merits, a case for 
dispensing With the idle. Thus, ‘as thé rule:could always be 
‘dispensed with, each individual case would be subjected to a. 
mode of trial peculiar to itself. “It is not sufficient to ‘say that ` 
there. may be cases in. Which there may. be a captious use, oran 
‘abuse of the rule. The power which. provides the rule consi- 
ders, at the proper time, the possibility of abuse’ as. well as the 
use. Ip weighs the one against the other. Finding the use, the 
utility, and necessity to. prepdnderate, probably with immense 
‘disproportion, it establishes the rule. When established, itis 
the law ofthe land. ` I: must be observed and administered by 
the tribunal; even where the party isignorant of its existence, or 
does not expressly claini it, Generally, (asin forms of proceed- 
ing before arraigament,) itis not athis option to waive it. Jtis 
not merely the right of the man who is to be tried; it is the right - 
of the-community; the right of all men who are not on trial, that 
the Sred and established rules of proceeding should be ob- 
served. 

` If, before my eyes, one man slays another—I see and know 
the fact and all its circumstancee—can I execute upon him the 
last sentence of the law? Can J call on twelve by-standers, 
equally witnesses of the fact, to proceed and try him? Can a 
court then in Session, being witnesses also of the fact committed 
in their presetice, put him at once upon trial before the jury in 
the box? If he consents to this mode of trial and form of pro- 
ceeding, can it be done? What prevents? The rules and forms 


of proceeding established for such cases, andin existence at 


the time of the offence committed. ‘The laws prescribe the 


‘saine inflexible forms of proceeding, whether the fact be fa- 


grant or doubtful; they requirea form of presentment upon a 
process, ‘stiictly according to furm, by a grand jury; and, in 
constituting that'grand juty, as well ag in.their proceedings, and 
in all subsequent proceedings, every prescribed form must be - 
complied with, however animpottant it may, atthe moment, 
seem. Even if the lacking half hour of time elapsed at mid- 


“hight, when he was aslegp, and could make no use of it, it may 


yelavoid the whole proceeding. Itis not left to the tribunal to 
gay how much’ may be dispensed with and how much re- 
tatned. 

In regard to rules regulating proceedings upon inquiries in- 
stituted by this House, the right to the rule is not the individual 
right, or privilege of the member as an individual. It is the 
right of his constituents. It is the right of the constituents of 
all the members; of my constituents, sir, and of yours. “By the 
Constitution, the House is to establish rules for its proceed- 
ings. When establizhed, and while in force, they are constitu- 
tional law. ` i 

I can only regret, as unfortunate, that the committee, at their 
first meeting, did not look into that part of the Manual, and es- 


“pecially into that chapter upon proceedings in committees, 
‘which contains the rule now in question, with a view to arply: 
‘ing itto the proceedings they were about to commence, and t 


us 
recognise and thereupon take the plain course which it seems to 
‘ime lay before them. “They would ‘then, probably, after their 


first siting, aflér the examination of the first witnesses, or at 


such other time in the session as they deemed expedient, have 
reported a state of facts embraced in the tule, as ascertained i 
upon sworn evidence, which would have placed thé Tlouge, for’ 
the first time, officially and constitutionally in possession of: 
matter upon which all subsequent proceedings must be founded. 
The House would then, probably, without delay, either have 
come to a resolution to proceed here, or else would have given 
atonce to the committee the speci] authority stated in the 
rule. Very probably the latter would have been the coufee, as 
more convenient to the parties and to the House. : 

But this has not beendone. The rulo hag been overlooked or 
disregarded. think it an omission. In this state of things, 
the responsibility is urged upon the House to declare that the 
rule does not exist, or that it isnot applicable. 

If it exists as a rule of the House, there can be no question. 
that itis applicable. It applies, by its terms, to all cases ofin- 
quiries before committees, 

Te issaid that itis to be found only in Jefferson’s Manual— 
notin the numbered rules. This may be the reason that it was 
overlookedin the conimittee, butit is no reason that we ehobld 
disregard it now that it is pressed upon our attention. At the 
last sesion, the rules of proceeding, as comprised in Jeffer- 
son’s Manual, were expressly and constitutionally adopted as 
rules of this House. It is, therefore, as much a rule of this. 
Jouse as any other, and stands on the same footing and autho 
rity as every other. But it is said that it is Mr. Jefferson’s 
“marginal note” of the case in Grey's Debates,” which related 
to the execution of Armstrong, and (he motion for his execution 
made as Attorney General by Sir Robert Sawyer, a member of, 
the House of Commons. But surely the authority of a rule of 
this House cannot ‘be this avoideu.. A marginal note, una- 
adotpted by the House, would have no authority aglaw. The 
question upon it would be, whether it wasa correct statement of 
that case. But if is not important that a rule, adopted and en- 
acted by the House for its government, should be founded upon, 
or in conformity with, any pre-existing cases. It is not Grey’s 
Parliamentary. Debates that is adopted, but the Janguage of 
this rule; and, by its own language and terms, according to iheir 
obvious and known meaning, it must be intepreted and applied. 

It is the power of the House which gives it life and autho- 
rity, and creates ita ruleof the House. Call ita marginal nute, 
or Mr, Jefferson’s- note, or Mr. Jeflerson’s invention, or by any 
other name, the thingis stih the same. Tf its principle had 
even been incorreetly deduced from cases in which the author 
ofthe Manual supposed he foundit, still the House has adopted, 
the. principle.as it finds it expressed in the Manual, believing it 
wholesome and right in thas form. It is wholly immaterial, in: 
this respect, whether ‘its origin was in England ot Virginia, 
in China or Hindostan. ek 

. It has been suggested that the rule in the Manual comes in 
collision with the resolution referring the facts and memorials, 
for investigation, and that these may, therefore, be supposed to 
overrule and supersede the rule. FE cannot.eo understand the 
matter, The vesolutions are in the ordinary general terms of, 


-resolutions for-inguiry by committees; and if this. doctrine: 


were correct, then every resolution might supersede those exist- 
ing rules. which govern she proceeding directed by the resolu-: 


that the rule. does, in the slightest. degree, come in collision 
with apy resolution passed on this subject. But, if it did, it ig: 


| will be charged and be the subject of the trial, 


‘served to jt by the rute. 


-3 Phere are.two o: 


‘give its words: 
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Its words are these: : 

“Whena committee is charged with an inquiry, ifa member 
prove to be ‘involved, ‘they cannot proceed against him, but 
must make a special report’ to the House; eheretepon, the 
member-is heard in his place, or at ihe bar, or a special autho- 
rity ie given to the committee to iuquire concerning him.” 

This proving to be involved, it will be seen, takes place in 
the committee charg&l with theinquiry. They take evidence 
as to who is involved, and thereupon 1t proves that .a' member 
is involved, When that is established, the rule is imperative 
upon them as tothe form and method of further proceeding. 
They cannot go on to’the esd of their commission, omiting 
entirely the requisition of the rule; but must then make a 
special report to the House, which will thereupon either give 
them a special authority to inquire concerning: the ‘metiber 
thus proved to be involved, or will order the further investi- 
gation and hearing to be before itse!f. 4 a 

Bir, this view of the dictate of this rule has hot been answer- 
ed, Y think itcannot be answered. It iscertainly noanswerto 
say that, when the committee was appointed, it was expected 
that, mémbers' would prove to be’ involved. When, inthe 
course of-regular investigation, that does appear, which--was 
expected to appear,’ then, and not before, the ‘rule attachés. 
Itis said that When the resolutions were passéd, most, if not 
all, of the members of the House believed, nay, ~knew to amo- 
ral cértainty, that some ofits members would. be: affected by 
the investigation. Well, sir, in the“instance which I ‘pat be- 
fare, of a man slain openly in a crowd; of in-the ‘presence'of a 
court, thereis'a belief, there is amoral certainty, in the minds 
ofall, as fo the nature of the fact, andas to the individual who 
is eapecied 
that he will be the individual who will be named in: the: indict- 
ment, Still the laws of proceeding cannot for that cause be 
dispensed with. Every form and rule of proceeding must be 
observed, as if there wasno such belief or expectation. ‘The 
role for one is the rule forall. The words of ihe rule expressly 
exclude all idea of an implied authority, It must ‘be “special 
authority}? it cannot, therefore be implied from any belief ‘or 
Bupposed knowledge on the part of the members of the House. 
And it may be observed that no such belief or knowledge -ap- 
pears inany record or proceeding of the House, nor could: re- 
guiarly appear, except upon a apecial report of the committee 

ie ing tothe rule, or upon an investigation conducted inthe 

use. i 

Th regard to this it must be perceivedthat the course-taken 
_ by the committee would deprive the House of the option’ re- 
Tiis the right of an accused mémber 
to. be heard upon'thé charge somewhere. Ibis atthe option of 
the House, after he'is personally charged before them, and as 
soon as they have'offictal possession of that fact, either to ‘hear 
him and pursuethe whole investigation and trial inthe Touse, 
orto give to their committee special authority’ “to “inquire: con- 
cerning him,” and report the evidente,‘in which'casebe may 
be present, and heard in the taking of the evidence before the 
committee. It isalso the right of the member that this option 
should be exercised by the House, and he may’ give reasons for 
or agaihsteither course. Bat by the method pursued by the 
committee, this option would be taken away from the House. 

Mr. Speaker, my single object in these remarks has been to 
explain the reasons of my vote. When that is done, shall 
have acquitted myself of all I deemed it necessary or desirable 
now to-say. It is no part of my object to censure or doubt 
the motives of any one, cr in any manner to wander from the 
question to be now taken. I wish that my own‘action should 
stand upon its true ground; and I feél that in this:sodmportant, 
and certainly in this House not familiar question; it is:neces- 
gury that we should examine carefully the. gronnd on which we 
are advancing, and see that every part of it on which we are 
about to plant our feet is solid and firm. The People have a 
right to demand that their legislators should; in etich’a proceed- 
ing, régard all the established landmarks, and adhere to. the 
fixed Jaws and rules-of proceeding in- existence ‘at the time. 
‘They have a right te ‘this asa portion of the standing laws of 
the land. I feel hound, in honor and in: conscience, to a strict 
observance of this rule of the House, by the same obligation 
and under the same sanction of the oath I: have here taken to 
regard and support the Cunetitution and all other laws-of the 
land. 

Believing, therefore, that a recommitment will be necessary, 
and tat, if so, it should ke without delay, T-sall vote against 
the postponement. 


REMARKS OF MR. FOSTER, OF NEW YORK, 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Mr. FOSTER sald: . 

Mr., SPEAKER: Edo:not, as did the gentleman from Vermont, 
(Mr Suane,] feel constrained to epeak on: this question * be- 
cause I am, obliged te give a vote, and in order thai I may 
piace myself right before my constituents ;” for havé no fears 
that they will misunderstand this question ; and Ñt seems to me 
that the avowals of those who oppose the printing:of the reports 
of the committee presuppose either that thelr. constituents are 
incapable of undeis:anding this project, if-left.to. themselves, 
or else:that they- feel the necessity of rendering an excuse, ‘he- 
forehand, for the course which-ihey.pursue. However. this 
may be, Ihave no doubt. we shall learn in the end that our 
constituents are capable ofexamiping: ali the questions involved 
in this case, and of correctly deciding thereon. ©. ‘ 
eo questions involved. in the: motion to 
athe committee. It is said by those “who 
that the committee have. not proceeded 


“print the. reports: 
oppose the -prmting 


| according: tothe rule. of ‘the House,.adopted from Jefferson’s 
Manual, which directs that : 
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“When a committee is charged with au int ifa member 


prove to be involved, they cannot proceed against him, but must ; 


make a special report to the House; whereupon, the member is 
heard in his place, orat the bar, or aspecial authority is given 
to the committee to inquire concerning him,” , 

The gentleman from Vermont (Mr. SLADE} also objects to 
the printing at this time, because, as he says, the people are 
now so much excited that they should not be trusted with the 
proceedings, for fear they will do injustice to those who are 
implicated; and that our doings should not go abroad to the 
people until we have finally determined the matter, lest they 
should, by their intermediate action, improperly in@uence our 
decision. i ‘ 

In my judgment, the committee have proceeded regularly, 
withont violating any rule of this House, and their proceed- 
ingsought to be printed and examined by us; that the objec- 
tion raised against it is one of form merely, without any 
substance; and that the peopie will, as we should do, look 
beyond mere forms, and examine into the substance of this 
question. , , i 

Bir, the people are not “fanned into an improper excite- 
ment.’ The public pulse beats now as calmly as does ours; 
and they are not to be told that they must be Kept still white 
weact! That they ought not now to know what evidence has 
been given and reports mads in this case; or that they are now 
incompetent to appreciate the arguments contained in the re- 
ports, They will want to know why it is that we attempt io 
conceal our course fromthem? Why we so strenuously oppose 
the publication of our doings? Why, in this matier, we attempt 
to cover up our fooiteps, while, in regard to other subjects, we 
permit them to trace our progress step by step? And they 
will not be satisfied with the answer “that they are too much 
excited to act justly.” 

Let us look at the facis. It was known. to the members of 
this House that one of our number had been killed in a duel; 
that he fell in combat without another member; and that other 
members were concerned as seconds and friends of the parties; 
and the resolution authorizing the appointment of the select 
committee required them to ¢rvestigale the causes which led 
tothe death of the member—the circumstances attending it; 
and to inquire whether a breach of privilege had been com: 
mitted; and that the committee report thereon to the House. 

It is now objected that, although we have the right to print 
the evidence, which was taken before the committee yet that 
they had no right to make any report upon it; that they should 
have returned to the evidence of the House, without coming to 
any conclusion thereon, and without presenting any ressiucion 
for the action of the House. Such a course of proceeding on 
the part of the committee would not be a report, as directed by 
the resolution. Tt would be xo report. Lhe report intended 
by the resolution is just such a one as_is made in ordinary 
cases: a paper, drawn up by the committee, condensing and 
properly arranging the evidence, so that, as a whole, it shall be 
easily understood by the House, embodying with it the views 
and reasons of the committee, and adding thereto the resolution 
or bill which they think the House ought to adopt. All this is 
included in a report of a commiitee; and unless all this is done, 
except where the order of the House directs a mere report 
of facts,) the committee fails in its duty to the House. . What 
should we say, in an ordinary case, if a committee, charged to 
investigate and report, should only return the evidence, in the 
precise form in which it had taken it, without any arrangement, 
and without expressing any opinion? Would we not say they 
had neglected their duty? Would we not require them to pret 
sent itih form, with their viows upon it? And wouid we not 
send it back to them and require them to complete their work? 
Most certainly we would, and very properly, too. 

Weknew that the committee were inquiring into the conduct 
of members of this House; and we, as well as the members inn- 
plicated, (who voluntarily appeared before the cominittee and 
examined the witnesses) acquiesced; and eho, for the fir time, 
has learned from this report, thatthe committee were piqairing 
into the conduct of members? Sir, for two months we have 
known well how the committee were enga i and let us not 


now lose sight of the substance vf the business before us, and 


pursue the shadows of form. E 

The issue presented by those who are opposed to printing is 
a false one. The true issue is, hot whether the committee have 
literally followed forms in their investigation, (for that is a su 
bordinate consideration) but whether they have fairly and ho- 
nestly pursued their inquiri and whether the parties con- 
cerned have hadan opportunity to be fully heard befure them, 
If we believe that the committee have proceeded ina way cal- 
culated to affect injuriously the rights of the members charged, 
then we ought not to priit their reports or testimony; but if it 
has been fairly made, the question is not, has there been uny 
inistake in form, but has substantial justice been done to the par- 
ties by the committee? and, if s0, do not the ends of justice re- 
quire that their proceedings be printed? tid, 

l shall never consent to shielda member of this House by 
mere technicalities; nor do 1 believe that any member here wil! 
put his defence upon such grounds. {wil carefully endeavor 
to protect them from injustice, but will not interpose in their 
defence the cobwebs of form; at least, until I ascertain that they 
wish it; nor then, unless that form hassubstance. | Icannot be- 
lieve that either of the members whose conduct is under exa- 
mination desires that these objections should be made, or he- 
Jieves that they are calculated to sustain his honor or his rights, 

The gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Sanz] admits that when 
ordinary subjects of legislation are referred to a committee, it 
ig proper for the committee to report their opinions as Well as 
the facts ; and yet he contends that, in such a case as this, they 
had no right to take the evidence, because it affects the rights 
and privileges of members of this House; and in this he is 
more consistent than others, who object to the printing; for, 
if the rule prohibits the reports, it also prohibits the investi- 
gation by the committee ; but, in my judgment, both grounds 
of objection are alike untenable. If, however, the gentleman 
be sight, then we should have a scale by which to graduate 
our proceedings according to the supposed importance of the 
subjects befere us. If the matter concerned our constituents 
only, we might refer it toa single member with emple powers 
to examine and report complete, and thus save ourselves all 
ayouble except to pass upon it formally, by a third reading 
and final vote; and throw off upon the committee all the 
reapangib lity of deciding upon the merits. And if the busi- 
ness conterned the nation at large, or the officers of the Go- 
ernment, we might enlarge the numbers, and restrict ihe 
powers. of our eommitteds, according to the increased import- 

"mance of the subjects. presented for action, until they should 
affect ourselves and our privileges: and then we “contd so 
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proceed asto prever: any action by committee: at ali; and it 
would not require much ingentity on cur part effectually to 
frustrate any attempt ofthe people to call us to an account. In- 
deed, the gentleman from Vermont has contended that we had 
no right to raise a committee in such a case, and that all the 
proceedings should be had at the bar of the House Why did 
ne But go one step further, and insist that our privileges were 
ofsuch vast importance, and our offices so sacred, that we were 
beyond the power of the House to punish or expel; and that as 
_against ws the Constitution has no power; that our right is a di- 
vine one; and that our conduct cannot be inquired into? Sir, 
this assumption might astonish our constituents somewhat, and 
for atime excite them; but perhapsa speech in favor of it would 
“set us right with them;’ it would, to’ be sure, make the Con- 
stitution a dead letter, but it would guard our privileges! And 
it would not be more inconsistent than that a committee cannot 
preliminarily examine our conduct; for the rule from the Ma- 
nual expressly recognises the right of the House to authorize a 
committee to inquire inta the conduct of members. 

Other members, who are opposed to printing even the evi- 
dence, say that we have nothing to do with the testimony taken 
before the committee; that their proceedings are in the nature 
of an examination before a grand jury in criminal cases, and 
should form no part of the proceedi-gs on which we are to act. 
This is a great mistake; there is not a single analogy between 
the two cases. A grand jury are not a portion of the body be- 
fore whom the cause is finally to be tried; they sit in secret; 
they hear evidence only against the accused; he is not suffered 
to appear before them, either in person or by counsel; nor ishe 
permitted to know that. proceedings against him are entertained; 

nor does even the court ordinarily know into what or whose of. 
fence the grand jury are inguiring; they are not appointed or 
selected by the court; neither has the court the constitutional 
authority itself to make the preliminary investigations, which 
belong to the province of the grand jury, and which must al- 
Ways precede the final trial of the ace:-sed; and, finally, the 
Jaw does not permit a grand juror, who has assisted in the find. 
ing of the bill of indictment, to act either as a judge or juror on 
the trial. In every one of these respects, in regard to a commit- 
tee, the case is different; they Delong to our body; areappointed 
by us to perform a duty which might, if we referred. it, be 
performed at the bar; their proceedings have been known tous 
und ihe accused; the examination has been neither secret nor 
ex parte; and they, with us, are, constitutionally, judges of the 
guilt or innacence of the accused, and of the measure of punish 
ment which (if guilty) should be meted out. They have been 
appointed simply because, as a much smaller body than ours, 
they coald more readily take the testimony, and embody it in 
form, than we could, and for the further reason, that, while 
they Were attending to this matter, we could be proceeding with 
the ordinary business of legislation, which must have given way 
entirely to the examination of this privileged question, in case 
Uae committee had not been appointed. . s 

This isa proceeding under. the Constitution, which provides 
that each House may “punish its members for disorderly be 
havior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a mem- 
ber.” It depends upon no custom or prescription, as does the 
right of the British Parliament to punish or expel its members; 
and there is no limitation in the Constituuion or laws of the land 
of the manner in which the power shall be exercised. It may, 
therefore, be exer in any way which the House thinks best 
adapted to secure a full and impartial trial of the accused, and 
at the same time prevent the inquiry from entirely clogging the 
wheels of legislation, Itis a question of expediency, and ad- 
dresses itself to the discretion of the House. Why, then, 
should not the power be exercised as in the other proceedings 
of this body? It differs from them in no other respect than that 
it affects ourselves instead ef the people; and this is the last 
reann in the world for interposing format objections in their 
behalf, 

k is our duty to guard our members from injustice; carefully 
to see that none isdone to them; atd it isalso our duty to see 
that they are not screened from a just responsibility. And if 
We attempt to screen them, the people will understand it, and 
be able to appreciate our motives, notwithstanding 12 may 
deem them too much “excited? 

The committee were not only hound, by the resolution, to re- 
port to the House, but, after it was referred to them, and while 
they were engaged thereon, we from day to day received peti- 
tions from various parts of the Union, praying for specifie ac- 
tion of this House. Some of them prayed us tọ inquire what 
members were concerned in the duel, and asked for their ex- 
pulsion; others requested that individual members (whose 
names were stated) should be tried and expelled; and others 
prayed for the passage of laws to prevent dueling. All these 
Petitions were referred to that committee: and, therefore, if 
there had been no previous resolution, the reference of these 
petitions required the committee to investigate the charges 
contained in them; toexamine into the conduct of the mem- 
bers accused, and to report thereon to the House. Did not the 
reference of these petitions confer special authority on the 
committee? Why, if you did not expect action upon them, did 
you act the solemn farce of referring them, and thus deceive 
the people into the belief that you did intend to act for the 
maintenance of the honor of your body? If the object is not 
decestive, why is it Cand our constituents will ask why it is) 
that, after referring these petitions to the committee, we refuse 
to receive their report, and to act thereon? Why did we not 
frankly tell the petitioners then that we did not intend, by the 
reference, to produce any action upon their memorials? Why 
not tell them we gent the petitions to that committee for the 
Purpose of putting them to sleep? Sir, we then intended to act 
fully and fearlessly upon this subject: and had the committee 
merely presented the evidence, they would have deserved the 
sae of the House, and, Ihave no doubt, would have re- 
ceived il. 

In the case of John Smith, a Senator from Ohio, who was 
proceeded against by the Senate, upon a charge of being en- 
gaged in Burr’s conspiracy, the select committee reported to 
the Senate all the testimony taken before them, with an elabo- 
rate report, embracing the reasons or arguments of the com- 
mittee, citing precedents, and giving the conclusions of the 
committee, together with a resolution directing that he be ex- 
pelled from the Senate. The resolution so introduced was the 
subject of consideration before the Senate down to the time of 
the fina) decision of the case; and the testimony, report, and 
resolution, wera printed by order of the Senate. 

In that case, Smith was allowed te give additional testimony 
in bis defence at the bar of the Senate, and that body acted 
upon the testimony so given hefore the cammittee and at the bar. 

Bo, in this caso, Ifthe parties charged can produce additional 
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evidence in their behalf, I doubt. not the House will give them 
permission to do so, either before the committee or-at the bar 
as they shall desire. The proceedings, thus far, are prelimi- 
nary to the final trial, and, like any other- similar step, do not 
preclude the House from acting as it shall deem: right. “If we 
are satisfied that the committee have not obtained all thefacts 
necessary to a correct decision, we: can supply the defect. 
‘There is no good reason why the reports in this casé should be 
oppressed; none why they should not be printed, like any 
other proceeding of a committee which relates ‘solely to the 
rights of the people. The honor of the House neither. de- 
manes, nor will it permit, any such distinction at our hands. 
Our constituents and ourselves should be treated alike by this 
body, and there is no danger that our fellow-members will suf- 
fer injustice from us. The danger is that offending members 
are more likely to be screened from punishment when deserved, 
than that they willsuficr when innocent. Our social relations 
with each other; the intimacy and personal friendship existing, 
among members ofthe same body; and the fact chat our rights, 
rivieges, and duties are identical, will, at all times, prevent in- 
Justice being done them. 1 insist, therefore, that, by the reso- 
lution and petitions referied to the committee, they were 
bound to go as far as they had gone, and we required {t at 
their hands; and I have no doubt they have performed the trust 
impartially. But whether they have come to a conclusion 
warranted by the evidence, we can. better determine when we 
have examined the whole case. i 

Why, I repeat, sir, should we pursue a different course in the 
case of our members from what we do in that of our constitu- 
ents? Ave we senthere to interpose obstacles for our defence, 
when the people call for an inquiry into our conduct? What 
reason is there that we, the servants of the people, should at- 
tempt to shelter each other behind forms, when they demand 
the investigation? We are already enough protected, without 
seizing upon technicalities to defend ourselves. We, unlike 
other (flicers of the Government, are held not to be liable to im- 
peachment for our official misconduct; and there is no way of 
removing us from office, however flagrant our offences, except 
by such a proceeding as this. And what will our constituents 
think of us, if they find us engaged in hunting up objections to 
evade this inquiry upon its merits? Sir, let us meet it fairly and 
fully, and decide it m the face of the country. . 

The gentleman from Vermont [Mr SLADE] charges the ‘object 
of those in favor of printing to be to place the report in the 
hands of the people, to excite them to demand the expulsion of 
members, and for the purpose of preventing the re-election of 
any onc who may be expelled In this he mistakes the true 
point, and, I thick, improperly impeaches the motives of those 
who difler with him. The proposition is to print. the usual 
number /or the use of this House, and without which tt will be 
very dithcult, if not impossible, for us properly to examine and 
decide the case; and such is the object of printing. 1 admit, 
however, that & consequence will hè that the report and testi- 
mony would go before the people; and if it dees so, I have no 
doubt it will make the proper, and no other, impression upon 
the public mind. I do not believe that it will improperly affect 
the character and standing of any member of this House, 

The pe>nle are not likely to do injustice to their public ser. 
vants; and if perchancė, through the influence of a momentary 
excitement, they imbibe improper prejudices against them, 
they are sure in che end to see their error, and the sympathy 
which it creates will lead them to atone for the momentary pain 
inflicted by doing them even more than justice, 

Sir, no one suffers permanent injustice, whether in regard to 
his motives, or his conduct, from his constituents. 

Gentlemen are willing to Ict the people see the report and 
testimony hereafter; “when they shall have got over their ex- 
citement and become calm;” “when we have decided the case,” 
Aud they ask, why publish the proceedings now, inasmuch as 
the people are rot to try the cause, and when perhaps only a 
part of the evidence hasbeen given? It is true that the people 
are not to fry the question, but they have the same right to see 
and examine our proceedings in regard to this, as on any other 
subject which comes beforcus, It wil! not do to tell them that 
this questicn is above their capacity to examine fully; that they 
willbe likely to do injustice to members of this body; nor will 
they be satisfied with our refusal, because ail the evidence may 
Rot have been given. 

1 contend, Mr. Speaker, that the rule alludeé to from the 
Manual wes not intended to apply to such a case as this. It 
Was intendcil toprevent a committee, of their own accord, and 
without the knowledge of the House, from trying a member, 
without giving him an opportunity to be heard. It was to pro. 


` tect members against secret and ex parte investigations of their 


conduct by committees; but was not designed to shield them 
from a full and free examination into their conduct. whenever 
the House believes it necessary to entrust a committee with that 
duty, Now, sir, Lask again, didnot the House intend--when it 
adopted the resolution of inquiry, and when it referred the peti- < 
tions to the committee—to have an examination into the ‘con r 
duet of the very members who are implicated by the report? 
And wasit not well known, for two months, that the committee 
waa investigating the conduct of those members? ` And havewe 
not known thnt those members were daily before the commit- 
tee, producing testimony, and examining and cross-examining 
the witnesses? If, after all this, we refuse to receive and ptint 
the reports, we shall show that we are more intent on pursuing 
forms than of administering impartial justice; that we care 
more for technicalities than for the honor of the House: 

Sir, our constituents will understand this case, and it will be 
in vain for usto attempt to deceive them. They will look us 
steadily in the face, and will carefully watch our moveiwentein 
this, one of the most important in vestigations whith čan come 
before us; and if we endeavor to evade their gaze by the gauze 
veil of subtle r: finements, they will Jook through it or tear it 
from us, and we ehallat last find ourselves exposed to their just, 
indignation. 

For one, I dcsize to see all that. the committee have done; to 
examine it deliberately; and to hear such further evidence'as 
shall be offered, in order that 1 may come to such conclusion 
as will protect the privileges of this House and its members, 
and at the same time do no injustice to individuals. 
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REMARKS OF MR. MENEFEE, OF KY. 
ON THE SAME 8UBJECT h 
Mr. MENEFEE rose, and said -ibat he was certainly, as 
every member must be, apprized of the general condition ofthe. 
finances, and of the pattiqular® exigencies’ of the ‘Treasury at. ` 
this time; but he was not. prepared for the, annunciation just 
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made by the chairman of the Committec of ‘Ways and Means. 
‘He tells us that thére is no time for trial; to enter upon which 
would be. wholly incompatibie with a proper despatch of the 
public business. “No time for trial!-said he. Str, when did 
the genticman make that discovery? . Was not the state of the 
“public business and of the Treasury fully known, allalong, to 
the gentlemen who originated this inquiry, and by whom it has 
been pressed, the chairman himself amongst them? . No one 
will doubt it. All, therefore, who contributed to set this inquiry 
on font intended, I am justified in pronouncing, that it should 
< thus conget with ‘the discharge by this House of other public 
- duties; for they foresaw—must have foreseen—from: the first, 
the. direction which jt was eventually to take; which was, 
‘formal trials, separately, before the House—with accuser con- 
fronting the accused, and ‘witnesses face to face with parties— 
of each member against whoin any accusation should be made 
or 'punishmentaimed. “Indeed, raising a committee, of itself, 
:implied such final action; for the office of a committee is but 
preliminary, preparatory to the action of the House, and its 
acts are nugatory except as conducing to such ulterior action. 
Aill:looked- to-the committee as the means, the end of which was 
the action of the Mouse. This course of proceeding, neverthe- 
Jess, presented, at that time, no obstacle. g 
Has any thing intervened since this inquiry was thus insti- 
tuted, disclosing the impracticability of its further prosecution? 
: Are. we.to. understand, from the position which the gentleman 
cholds,. that in what he has just uttered are presented the 
-wishes of the Administration and the intention of its friends 
here, respecting this subject, namely, to urge it to the point of 
a report, involving, to the deepest degree, the characters of dis- 
. tinguished gentlemen ofthe Opposition, members of the House, 
and suspending over them resolutions of gensure and expul- 
„eion, and then to arrest the proceedings altogether? In other 
: words, to raise acommittee, and employ it ior two months in 
» preparing accusations and elaborating arguinents against gen- 
tlemen, with a view to promulgation, and now actually pro- 
; mulgated, altover the Republic; and then, by instantly arrest- 
ing the proceedings, to deprive the accused ofthe opportunity 
of vindication in the regular course of investigation and trial! 

Notime!. Sir, they have found time, the amplest time, to 
accuse, to:criminate; have they not time to hear and wy? They 
can, without the slightest prejudice to the public interest, incul- 
pate; have they no timeto hear evidence in defence andexcil- 
pation? Is there time for calumny; none for truth? _ 

Tadmit, siz, that a disposition of these proceedings in the 
only justifiable mode safier full opportunity of defence--will 
conflict with the just demands of the public interest. Thei pro- 
secution upto this point has already produced such conflict. 

` But this does not at all prove thai they should be arrested now, 
having already gone so far; but it may prove that they should 
never have been instituted. Asa question of privilege, this ex- 
cludes the consideration of all other business, no matter how ur- 
` gent. The Treasury, now scarcely sustaining itself, may soon, 
. fox want of supplies, close against the public creditors, to the 
‘Infinite prejudice-of the public credit. Other alarming embar- 
rassments may overtake the Government. Yet, sir, should 
such results appear, they will be ascribable altogether, in their 
fullest measure of responsibility, to the friends of the Adminis- 
tration themselves, with whom these proceedings originated, E 
desire to enforce upon the House and the country the truth, 
‘which no gentleman here will venture to contradict, that this 
measure, in its commencement, progress, and consequences, is 
a measure of the friends of the Administration, designed, at the 
hazard of great public injury, to attain objects to which J shall 
hereafter actvert, art , 

Why, sir, what is the nature of the proceeding in which the 
House now finds itself involved? For fifty years the Govern- 
ment has existed under the present Constitution; in the iapse of 

which, the nation has passed through all the vicissitudes of 
peace and war, of prosperity and adversity, of tranquility and 
excitement, and all else, save civil war, (and that it has scarcely 
escaped,) to:which republics are exposed. Yet our history is 
without a precedent for this proceeding. Itis new, wholly new. 
Jt presents an epoch 1n that history; certainly an epoch in the 
history of this House? What is it? 

On the 26th of February last, sir, the death of the Hon, Jona- 
THAN CIiLLEY, a member from the State of Maine, was an- 
nounced to the House by one ofhis coileagues, (Mi. FAIRFIELD, ] 
and the customary funeral honors awarded. For this there was 
precedent, Two days afterwards, however, that same colleague 

_ Introduced resolutions proposing an investigation into the causes 
which led to the death, and the circumstances attending it. For 
this there was no precedent, Here, sir, the cxtraordinary fea- 
tures of thé proceeding commenced. , 

` The gentleman frem Maine and others'now associated with 
him. maintain that the extraordinary nature of the eventy 
ranted and demanded such an extraordinary investigation. 5 
‘extraordinary in what? Itiavolved.a duel between members 
of the House of Representatives, Well, suppose it did How 
many such duels had previously occurred, publicly and noto- 
riously? Need 1, sir, enumerate the instances in which gentle- 
men, now members of this House, participated? ` Itis in vain to 

~ pretend that any solid distinction exists between those instances 
and the present, that death ensued from the latter. The offence, 
so far as this House is authorized to recognise it, consists in the 
challenge, its acceptance, and the combat. The resuit is wholly 
immaterial. ene : z 

But, sir, if the proceeding itself was extraordinary, its form 
was still more s0. It was a general inquiry. I pointed to 
nothing particularly. Its scope was not announced. {It was 
believed by many who supported the resolutions, that they were 
designed merely to exhibit the lamentable event to which they 
related in such a light as to insure the enactment by -Congress 
of some law, or the adoption by this House of some rule, caleu- 
lated to suppress ike practice, out of which it originated. The 
gentleman from Massachuseits [Mr. ADAMS] has Clearly signi- 
fied to the House that his main purpose in supporting the in- 
quiry did not extend beyond such measures; and that 1t could in 
no other aspect have commanded his support. Other gentle- 
men have declared the same sentiments. Such, Lam warranted 

. m saying, were the centiments of the House when adopting the 
resolutions. i . 

It is nevertheless now insisted by the mover of the resolutions 
{Mr, Famrraip] and others, that such. was no part of what was 

_ "meditated; that they looked to‘that case only, and not to future 

tases: that their object was the punishment of offenders; and 
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report which presents the results of their operations is now sub- 
mitted to the House, and:the proposition immediately before us 
is the printing of this report, and the postponement of its. com- 
sideration for two weeks. . s + 

This proposition, sir, is resisted. Amongstothers, I resist it. 
Tadmit, at the same time, that the course proposed is the cus- 
tomary course, not to be deviated from without strong reason. 
Such reason, however, docs, in my opinion, exist. If 1t cannot 
be shown i0 exist, I am quite willing that the customary course 
shall be adhered to, and the proposition prevail. On what 
grounds, then, six, is the proposition resisted? : 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr: Rogpertson] maintains 
that the action of the committee is wholly irregular and un- 
authorized; that they hadno power to extend their investiga- 
tions as they have done, or to report what they have reported, 
Such, too, ismy opinion. Should thisview be just, it is plain 
that the report should not be printed, or, in any form, receive 
the sanction or countenance of the House; for if it be printed, it 
must be for the purpose of ulterior use. If it cannot, from its 
obvious irregularity and defects, be used in any event, to print 
it wauld be nugatory. It would be worse: it would operate as an 
implied sanction by the House of the irregularity and defec:s to 
which I have referred. ‘lo prove, therefore, that the whole 
procecding of the committee was irregular. and destitute of au- 
thority from the House, is te prove that the report ought not to 
be printed. This I propose to prove. 

A committee. of the House of Representatives have prefer- 
red formal accusations against three members of this House 

Jor high delinquencies, and have accompanied these accusa- 
tions with elaborate arguments and a display of proofs, closing 
with resolutions for the expulsion of one and the censure of 
others, Had the committee the right or power to prefer such 
accusations, is the true inquiry. It is nakedly a question of 
power in the committee. 

kis no inconsiderable matter, sir, with a citizen, especially 
one occupying the station of a representative of the. people, to 
have an accusation frame against him, and promulgated 
amongst his countrymen. By a bare accusation, his reputa- 
tion, which is a portion, and the best portion, of al! that be- 
longs to him, isnot only exposed to injury, but oftentimes to ab- 
solute destraction.. It connects him in the minds of men with 
an offence. A.few may be philosophical or just enough to sus- 
pend their judgments, and remain unaffected even in their feel- 
ings, until evidence and defence shall have been heard. But, 
sir, none regard the accused in a more favorable light. because 
accused. Men’s minds are so organized that they turn away, 
not only from what is disagreeabie, but from the idea with 
wiich it is associated. This, howcver, is but the private view 
ofthe mischiefs of an accusation. I rest iton higher reasons of 
a public nature. 

The accusing power in a State, siz, is a great power. It is 
liable, by abuse, to administer to the worst tyranny In most 
free conntries, England and the United States especially, the 
greatesi circumspection has, for that reason, been observed in 
depositing this forinidable power. It may be affirmed of both 
these enlightened nations, that the limitations and restraints 
which they have imposed on this power in the institution of 
the grand jury, class justly among the firmest and strongest pil- 
lars of civil liberty. I will not trace the history of this institu. 
tion, nor expose, at length, the deep policy on which, in my opi- 
nion, it reposes, nor review the mass of blessing it has confer- 
red, and of misery and oppression it has averted, in its pro- 
gress. This must be fresh in the memory ofal} who have stu- 
died the rise of modern freedom, and the instruments by which 
it has advanced and maintained itself. 

It is true, sir, that a private individual may impute, charge 
an offence. Proceedings may he adopted aguinst the supposed 
offen ‘er, in the form of warrant and arrest. But this does not 
constitute in strictness an accusation, which can be made only 
thr ugh a regular tribuaai—the grand jury—the sanction of 
whirh is interposed as a condition to the accusation. The pro- 
tection which is thus afforded to liberty, results necessarily from 
the composition of that body, without adverting to other causes. 

1 trust, however, that, in the United States, an argument is not 
required, at this advanced period of its institutions, to establish 
the proposition that the accusing power is of vast magnitude, 
that ii should be jealously circumscribed and most vigilantly 
guarded; that the institution of the grand jury is the only instru- 
ment known, which presents adequate gnarantees against the 
abuse of the power to the ends of tyranny and oppression: and 
that uot only that inedtution itself where it opera: but all its 
analogies where 1t docs not operate, should be anxiously che- 
rished as portions of the armor of freedom. 

So far, sir, as the House of Representatives of the United 
States assumes the power of proceeding, criminally, by its 
separate action, against its own members, it is manifest that it 
cannot employ a grand jury as: the organ of accusation, no 
mater how fins or deep the delinquency. There is plainly no 
adaptation. If the accusing power, therefore, is, in such cases, 
limited at ail, it must be hy other means.. Do such means 
exist? Is there no safeguard against irresponsibie-and oppres- 
sive accusation, analogous to that aiforded by the grand jury? 
Are the representatives of the people exposed, to the extent of 
the crimina] jurisdiction ofthe House, to all the mi is which 
the Constitutions of the United States andof every State in the 
Union have sought so sedulously to avert from the private citi- 
zen by the entploymentof the grandjury? 1 maintain that an 
analogous safeguard has been provided by the House, which, if 
fairly exerted, is ample. 

T: consists, siz, in the law of Parliament and of this House, 
that no member shall be proceeded against, in such ca: for 
an alleged offence, without æ direct charge against him, by 
name, before the House, in writing, ender ihe sanction and 
authority of the House cepressly given; and this, too, usually 
ina form authorizing the member to be heardin excuipation 
in advance of any action of the House tending to an accusa- 
tion. This is deducible, clearly, from the established usage of 
Parliament, fortified by a series of precedents in the House and 
in the Senate, and from the rules of the House. 

The efiect of this provision for the protection of members is, 
by requiring the imputation to be directly announced to the 
House itself, in the first instance, to enable the House tocon- 
sider the imputation, and determine for itself whether it will 

authorize an accusation te be instituted; in other. words, to 
bring the House to a preliminary trialin which the member 
is entitled to be heard, not in his defence, for no accusation ex 


matters and persons, have acted up to that supposition. The 
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part of ‘the. organization of the House, the subjecta embraced 
by their sphere of duty.are‘co-exterisive with the powers of the 
House, and nearly with the transactions of life. It wonid:be 
against uniform experience that committees, if armed. with an 
accusing power, should not, in po wide arange, seize some oc- 
casion to connect the names of members ‘betomie-offensive by 
their opposition, or formidable by their talents, with some de- 
linguency, or abuse, or crime, and present them: to their coun: 
trymen.in the light of accused’ culprits, witha view tothe de- 
struction of their influence. Such is the tendency of. party 
every, where. The principles on which committees’ of this 
House are composed are notorious; they relate, sir, as you know, 
chiefly, if not altogether, to the distribution of party honors, or 
the advancement of party ends... As, therefore, the greatest 
danger was to be apprehended from committees, so against 
them protection-has been most cautiously extended by the laws 
of the House. k A 

Accordingly, sir, it is expressly provided in Jefferson’s com- 
pilation of Parliamentary law, (adopted by our rulesas the law 
of the House) that ` 

© When a committee is charged with an inquiry, if @ mem- 
ber prove to be involved, they cannot proceed against. him, 
but must make a special report to the House: whereupon, the 
member is heard in his place, or at the bar, or a special au- 
thority is given to the committee to inquire concerning him.” 

Sir, can any thing be more explicit, directly applicable, or 
decisive than this? Here the commitiee was “charged with an 
inquiry,” and * a member proved to, be involved.” . This no 
one contests. What then was the duty, the simple duty, of the 
committee in thatcontingency? : To “make a special report”? 
unquestionably, But they did.not make such a report, “The 
cannot proceed against” a member. Did they pause, muci 
Jess stop short? No, sir; but did proceed againsi him to the 
extreme point of resolutions of expulsion! The member was 
entitled to be “heard in his place at the bar.”. He was not 
heard. “A special authority’? was to have been given to-the 
committee to inquire concerning him.” Yetit was not given; 
never applied for! Is this, sir, in conformity to the law stated? 
No man of understanding, I think, can suppose so. . It is the 
exact opposite of the law in every ‘essential particular; and 
that, [had imagined until now, involved a violation. of Jaw. 

Sir, this law has not been answered; and it cannot be- àn- 
swered. ` 

I shall not undertake to account for this extraordinary .de- 

portment of the committee. That they have transcended their 
powers, in a form disreputable to the House, and flagrantly in- 
Jurious and unjust to individuals, is plain. The explanation 
most compatible with their honor, in my opinion, is ignorance 
of the extent of their powers and duties, and of the rights of 
the House and its members. To suppose them advived of the 
foregoing law limiting those powers and duties, and definin, 
those rights, is to pronounce that they have wilfully: trample 
it under foot, for purposes which neither the House nor the 
public wiil be at a loss to discover, Inadvertence on the one 
hand, and deliberate outrage on the other, lie before them. .T 
leave them to their choice. i 
_ kis apparent, however, I think, sir, that no matter by what 
influences, sinister or upright, the committee were impelled, 
they hidno knowledge ofthe law which has been referred to. 
Indeed, one of the committee, the gentleman from Georgia, 
{Mr. GRANTLAND,] has admitted, very cordially, that he was 
not informed of the existence of sucha law ; that he had no 
suspicion that the circumstance of a member being involved 
could operate an abridgement of the powers of the committee; 
that they proceeded, from thé’ beginning, :on the supposition 
that those powers were plenary; and complains that those who 
now urge this law did net sfate. it: before the. committee. pro- 
ceeded to act. What th .t gentleman. thus admits,-with respect 
to himself, was doubtless true of his associates of the majority 
who I regret, have notidispiayed equal candor; it might have 
spared the House much debate. That the law in question wag 
not pressed at the time, is readily explained by reflecting: that 
no one had a right to assume, in advance, that the committee 
would violate it i 

The committee, notwithstanding, still persist in. urging their 
report upon the House. by laboring ¢o reconcile their action 
with the Jaw now that itis known; næ that they acted in re. 
ference to the law, but conformed to it by accidental coinci- 
dence! By what arguments, sir, is this newly conceived pre- 
tence sought to he maintained? 

Itis contended that the committee were “specially autho- 
; by the House to proceed against the members whem they 
accused, by the resolutions of 2th of February, by 
which the committee were raised. Look, sir, at these resolu. 
tions. What are they? 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of seven members, 

be appointed to investigate the causés which lead to the death 
oí the honorable Jonathan Cilley, late a member of this House, 
and the circumstances conmected therewith; and, further, to in- 
quire whether there has been, in the case alluded to, a breach 
of the privileges of this House. 
_ Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the means more effectually to suppress the practice of duel 
ting, and report a bill for that purpose at as early a period as may 
practicable. ` 

Where, sir, in these resolutions, is found a special authority 
to proceed against members, ora special authority of any 
kind?) They warrant, I admit, ap inguiry into a supposed 
breach of the privileges of the House; but in a form no more 
special than in cases of inquiry into any other subject. In al 1, 
the subject of inquiry is stated, as im this; but stated generally, 
asin this. Here, no individual is named, no offence charged, 
either in respect to members or others. Members may have 
been involved; they may not. This, like any other subject -of 
investigation, may have embraced the transactions of members; 
it may not. Either supposition is perfectly consistent with the 
terms of the resolutions. Had the inquiry been into supposed 
abuses in the Indian affairs or the public lands, instead of 
breach of privilege, the authority to the committee would have 
been precisely the same. The ‘subject of investigation would 
have been specific; all else general. Vet, who would risk hig 
character for intelligence, by maintaining in his place that, 
under a- general inguiry of the kind, the deli quencies, real or 
fabricated, of members of this House, could, without further au- 
thority, be investigated. and these members proceeded. against, 
accused, and presented tò. the nation, by. the report of a com. 
mittee, as culprits unworthy of hororable association; and 


‘phat they-airned at members of this House. The commitiee have } ara that} Hi noi te be meriang ihelant éxnuleien froni iha zE i i 
ake EIE T ori jie pars fir ists, but to show, if he can, thai ke cought net to be accused. t 12 IREANI expuision irom their seats? In sucha case it 
_Tnaniestly rocpoded with the aame iei ee abe rice. The poist, sir, from which, in the absence of the security || is manifest that the House must be immediately notified of the 
the rau: eir investigation and th 3 iq which I have stated, pernicious accusations might he most implication of membets, by a speciál report, that the House 


“having supposed their. powers plenary to that end, both as to 
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effectively aimed at members, is through committees, Being 


itself might take action, either in arresting the investigation, or 
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specially authorizing the committee to proceed. Well, sir, 
what distinguishes such an inquiry from the present? In both, 
the subject of inquiry is stated—abuses in the one, breach of 
privilege in the other; but nothing special in either. Neither 
supposes the implication of members. Both are essentially 
general. 

Tt is gravely argued, however, by gentlemen, that no matter 
what the resolutions may ezpress, the House well knew the 
facts of the transaction to which the inquiry related, and, of 
course, that members were involved; that they were notorious! 
Tfsuch an argument merited a serious refutation, it would, I 
think, be sufficient to ask why, if all was-known and notorious, 
institute an inquiry at all? Why not proceed at once upon 
this knowledge? If the House be justified in assuming the 
facts for one purpose, it certainly may be for all. Why not in- 
stanly expel? ` 

J concede, sir, that the publie rumor and notoriety of facts 
are quite sufficient for many purposes. In the language of the 
parliamentary law, “common fame is a good ground for the 
House to proceed by inquiry, and even to accusation.” ‘The 
House, acting on the common fame of the event, might, un- 
doubtedly, have directly instituted proceedings against such 
members as that common fame may have indicated as crimi- 
nally cormected with it. The mover of these resolutions, act- 
ing upon the same authority, would as clearly have been war- 
ranted in exhibiting appropriate charges against the members 
by name, and demanding a committee, with special authority, 
to proceed against them. But, sir, the question is, not what 
the House upon such authority might have done, but what it 
inpoint of fact has done. It can, with no reason, be pretended 
that the resolutions as they stand on the journal admit ef the 
slightest abridgment or enlargement by reference to fame, 
rumor, or any thing else extraneous. I repeat, sir, the House 
is now required to ascertain, not what its powers in given 
cases wonld be, but what itsaction in this case has been. Our 
successors, in reviewing this proceeding, will do so through 
the records of the House. They will Jook to nothing else. 
Fame, rumor, common understanding are fugitive, perishable ; 
the resolutions, the records are permanent and perpetual, and, 
like other records, impart absolute verity. They only will 
speak; and they muat speak for themselves. 

Driven, $ think all candid men must acknowledge, 
from the positions that accusatory power was specially con- 
ferred on the commi'tes by the Janguage of the resolutions, 
and that the effect of the resolutions admitted of extension by 
reference to matter not contained ia them, the committee now 
seek to derive the power from a different source altogether 
The reference of certain pelitions and memorials is relied 
on as operating am enlargement of their original powers under 
the resolutions. That no such effect was produced or intended 
by such reference, E leave the House to the very able and ex 
tended arguinents of others, especially of those by whom most 
of the petitions were presented. If any thing, however, were 
wanting io prove that the committee acted independently of the 
petitions, and without the smallest reference to them, go far as 
their powers are concerned, 1 will be found, in the mest con- 
vineing form, in their own journal; from which it appears 
that the mass of the evidence, indeed all that is essential to 
their accusation, was taken, and the whole course of the com- 
mites distincily indicated, before. the first petition was re- 
ferced. They had sat more than two wevks before any 

- reference of the kind was made; and then it produced no de- 
viation from the direction which was given to the inquiry in 
the first instance. 

But, sir, frustrated in their efforts to deduce the power of the 
committee from any positive delegation by the House, it is 
claimed as derived by surrender of the pardes accused, who 
it is insisted, voluntarily, appeared before the committee and 
offered testimony in defence, and thereby waived rights which 
they might otherwise possess. The answer to this pretension 
is, that itdocs not appear by the journal or otherwise that the 
members involved received, at any time, the slightest intima- 
tion that an accusation against them was meditated by the 
committee. Butifthey had been notified of the fact in the most 
formal manner, and had, ina manner equally formal, signified 
their consent to the assumption by the committee of the power 
to accuse by a distinct waiver of their privileges, whatever they 
might be, still the question of power on the part of the com- 
mittee would remain unaffected; for by the law of the House 
“the privi! of a member is the privilege of the House. 
if the men waive it without leave, it is a ground for 
pnnishing him. but cannot, in effect, waive the privilege of 
the Iousg.” This law, sir, requires neither enforcement nor 
comment. 

Cho laat resort, sir, is, that no matter how irregular or unjus- 
tifable the proceedings of the committee may be, the public 
volee demands t! ification by the House. That voice I 
trust always most. profoundly to respect. Tacknowledge, sir, 
that a deep sensation amongst the people of the United States 
has been produced by the transaction to which these proceed- 
ings relate. So far from deploring, I take the highest saiisfac- 
tion in beholdingit. It is the spontaneous tribute of the nation 
to the c of law, morality, and religion. K affords occasion 
far patriotic exuitation. I do exult. Bat, sir, the feeling of 

which TLspeak is not whatsome gentlemen suppose ittobe. It 
is no partial or party feeling. It looks not to this particular 
4, or to particular persons. Itlooks to the practice, to the 
re, to the enactment of laws, and the correction of public 
Tc rests its condemnation, so far as condemnation 
Hike upon the survivor and the deceased. It regards 
misfortune, or crime, or whatsoever you denomi- 
reement, to settle by violence and 
One fell; it was no fault or 
ot. Whose delinguency was 
the fruit, certainly, af the cozr- 
itiated publ o opinion; and individual guilt depends 
i ity ofthe coercion, Which party could most 
d that coetcion? Amongst whose consiituents 
a dema -d such a resort. Amongst whose did 
ast defied- the laws, the religion, the an- 
usages, and opinions, and prejudices of 
those who snrroy bim, and to whom he was responsible? 
The survivor or the fallen? Sir, these considerations enter, 
unless I greatly misconccive, into that. public feeling of which 
the House has heard so much in this debate, Whilst you sit 
in-judgment upon the living, and condemn hirn, that same pub. 
Hie opinion will visit a like measure of condemnation on the 
: memory- of the dead. 

Yet sii, this deep, this just feeling of the people has in my 

opititow, been disappointed; bitterly, by the action of this com- 


he fatal resort wa: 
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the nation hoped, as it had aright to hope; that the committee 
would act ina spirit and adopt measures calculated, by rectity- 
ing public opinion, to bless the country in the suppression of a 
practice replete with wo. But the painful spectacle has been 
exhibited ofa transformation of a committee occupying the po 
sition of ministers of peace, into a lawless gang, trampling 
down, in the furious pursuit of a victim, all the restraints and 
forms that opposed their career of ferocity! Forgetting almost, 
in their eagerness, even to allude to the practice, and in their 
report doing nothing, recommending nothing for its~ sup- 
pression! Se) À 

It is equally an error, sir, in my. opinion, to imagine that 
men of intelligence in the United States regard this transaction 
as involving, on either side, the guilt of deliberate crime. In 
the eye of law, and perhaps of reason, it may involve all the 
practical mischiefs of crime. But, in general, such events pro- 
ceed from no felon source, but from a deep-seated vice of so- 
ciety and manners, if not from an infirmity of nature itself, I 
but speak the voice of history and experience when I insist that 
any other judgment respecting the practice of duelling is super- 
ficial and little to be trust'd. It cannot be forgotten that it has 
been, to a degree almost peculiar, the fate of the great and vir- 
tuous of mankind to bow to the demands of this practice. Fa- 
fayette, Pitt, Fox, Castlereagh, and multitudes like them, rank 
as iHustrious but deplorable examples, not, sir, of the wicked- 
ness, but of the infirmity in which this pernicious practice is 
rooted. In our own country, too, and in our own .timés, the 
same tribute has been paid to the same infirmity by names. not 
illustrious enough, I grant, to transform a vice into virtue, but 
certainly to dignify it above crime in ns common acceptation. 

Besides, sir, when a community of freemen like that of the 
United States demand of this House, by petition ox otherwise, 
the punishment of delinquency, real or supposed, they intend 
and expect it to be’ administered under ihe forms of law. 
They cannot be supposed to desire the law and all the analogies 
of the Constitution to be violated, in order to reach an alleged 
violation of law. ‘To torture their petitions, or expressions of 
opinion in other forms, into a demand for the ratification of 
proceedings admitted to be irregular and unauthorized, is, 
therefore, both to mistake and insult them. j 

From the public voice, then, sir, noaid can be derived. 

Mr. Speaker, all the difficulties with which the House now 
finds itself surrounded plainly proceed from an effort to impart 
a special character to a proceeding essentially general, If these 
resolutions were meant for a special eect, why -were they not 
expressed in special terms? The gentleman. from Maine,.[Mr. 
FAIRFIELD} who introduced them, could have prevented all dif- 
ficulty by proceeding directly, by name, against the members 
supposed to be implicated. Why did he not thus proceed? Such 
had been the unbroken practice in such cases from the first ex- 
ercise of such a power by the House. Why, I demand of that 
gentleman to know, was ii departed from in this instance? His 
colleague had fallen, within his knowledge, under circumstances 
involving, as the gentleman then believed and now contends, a 
violation, by members of the ITouse, of its highest privileges, so 
flagrant as to merit expulsion, and to demand of him to adopt 
measures to that end. All this he claims to have known. Now, 
sir, why did pat the gentieman specify the offence? the perpetra- 
tors? the intended punishment? Was he restrained by his mo- 
desty? his delicacy towards the deiinquents? or an infirmity of 
nerve? The country demands an answer. 

No, sir; if reasons are to be sought to explain the extraordi- 
nary form of these resolutions, they are to be found in the extra- 
ordinary attitude of the party to which the gentleman belongs, 
with respect to thissubject. That party has long since, in the 
most solemn manner, denied the power of the House of Re- 
presentatives lo punish, by its separate action, as a breach 
of privilege, any offence not commitied in theimmediate view 
of the House, or involving a direct disturbance or obstruc- 
tions of its proceedings. 

I proceed, sir, to bring the attention of the House and of the na- 
ion to the two most recent expositions of the principles of that 
party in respect to this power of the House. They are to be 
found in the celebrated proceedings of the House of Representa- 
tives against Samuel Houston, now President of the Republic 
of Texas; and in those disposing of the application of the Hon. 
E. Cooke, a Representative fiom the State of Ohio, demanding 
the exertion of the same power. ‘Phese expositions are pecu. 
Harly authoritative, or ought to be, with the party- They are 
displays of its principles when in their extreme proportion. 
They are productions of 1832, when the elements were boiling 
and bubbling in a caldroa mare terrific than that of Macbeth’s 
witches, combining and condensing the dreadful mischiefs which 
have recently overwhelmed the country. They occurred before 
the first inroad was made on its ascendancy. It was the rank 
growth, then green and waving; now become the stubble through 
which the devouring flames of popular condemnation have of 
late, like horizontal lightning, so fiercely swept. They are pre- 
cedents, sir, perfect in their kind. 

On the 14th of April, 1832, the Speaker laid before the House 
of Representatives the following communication; 

“To the Hon. ANDREW STEVENSON, 
“Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

“Sim: I was waylaid in the street, near my boarding house, 
last night, about eight o’elock, and attacked, knocked down bya 
bludgeon, and severely bruised and wounded, by Samnel Hous- 
ton, late of Tennessee, for wards spoken in my place in the 
House of Representatives; by reason of which Fam confined to 
my bed, and unable to discharge my duties in the Heuse, and 
attend to the interests of my constituents. I communicate this 
information to you, and request that you will lay it before the 
House. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
“WILLIAM STANBERY, 
“Member of the House of Reps. from Ohio. 
“April 14, 1832.” ‘ 

A resolution was thereupon offered by Mr. Vance, of Ohio, 
the colleague of the genileman, proposing that the Touse 
should proceed against Hous:on for this supposed breach of 
privilege. 

On the Mth of May, sir, of the same year, the Hon. E. Cooke 
of Ohio, rose in his place, and said “that he held in his hand a 
letter from a Dr. Davis, of South Carolina, ene of the witnesses 
who had t@yified in the late trial of $@:muel Houston, which had 


been presentéd to him by a person stating his name to be Alex- + 


ander Dimitry, of Louisiana, asthe friend of said Davis, which, 
together with the statement of the facts connected with it, he 
asked jeave to send to the Chair, that it might be read for the 
information of the House. In submitting this request, Mr. 
Cooke said he wished it to be distinctly understood «hat, with- 


_tending, in any manner, to compromit either. the rights ot. 
atitutional powers of the. House, it was, nevertheless,” nol 
purpose, individually, to claim. the institution of any -procead- 
ing whatever on his own account upon. the subject.matter, of 
that communication... Such had nov been his motives .in prë- 
senting the letter; his personal rights formed no part of the: ob- 

ject by which. he was governed... Ovher and higher-motives 
prompted him to this step—motives, which, overlooking every 
consideration of personal feeling and, personal security, regard 
the very existence of this House, the inviolable rights of the 
people of this country, and the dignity and honor gf this na- 

tion.” ‘The letter was as follows: . . cae e S 

; _ “Brown’s Hors May 12, 1832. 

“Sir: During my examination. before the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the case of General Houston, you-very imperti 
nently asked, among other questions, my business. in. this city. 

Whilst the. trial of General Houston was pending, 1 deferred 

calling on you for the explanation which I now demand, 

through my friend, General Dimitry. y 

“I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, 


“E. S.. DAVIS, 
“Hon. E. Cooxs.” 


Accompanying the foregoing letter, Mr. Cooke submitted 
the following statement: 

“On the trial of Samuel Houston for an assault on a'member 
of this House, which has just terminated, a person by the name 
of E. S. Davis was examined as a witness on behalf of the ‘ace 
cused, and, on his cross-examination, I propounded to hirm se- 
veral interrogatories. After he hai left the stand,-and whileon 
the floor of the House, he said, apparently referring: to myself, 
anà in a tone of menace, that ‘ there willbe another hauled'up 
here’ soon. ‘se F Onin “ee 

“On Saturday last the accompanying note was handed: mo 
by a person calling himself Alexander Dimitry. ‘To the -per- 
sons, character, and calling of these individuals, Tarn an utter 
stranger, Koe ne 

“¥¥ad I considered this a mere personal matter, F should 
have passed it by without this notice; but all the'circumstances 
ofthe case do, in my opinion, preclude. the idea'that itis 80. 
And connected, as this is, with other instances of attempts, by 
menace and violence, to overawe the "members of this- body, 
and curb the freedom of debate, I have thonght'it my duty, in 
behalf of the American. people, and esp cially that portion of 
them whom I represent, to present this matter to ihe House, 

“E, COOKE, Rep. from ‘Ohio. 
“May 14, 1832.” i 


This communication, sir, was followed, as. in. the cage of 
Houston, by resolutions offeréd by Mr. Crane, of Ohio; a. cel- 
league of Mr. Cooke, proposing to proceed as for a breach of 
privilege. ni 7 oa 

It cahnot be necessary, I think, to enforce the strict analogy, 
in principle, between those cases’ and the present; it must be 
manifest. That of Cooke is not only analogous in principle, 
but nearly identical in circumstances. It is, indeed, a stronger 
case than this; for the letter of Davis wase simple and direct 
challenge, borne by his second, given, avewedly, for matter 
transpiring in the House. 

No just distinction, sir, can be established between the pro- 
ceedings referred to and the present, bécause in them the House 
contemplated action against private citizens, not members; for, 
in all, the Contested principle was the right and power of the 
Jiouse to punish, asa breach of its privileges, an offence not 
committed in ita presence. It was accordingly argued through- 
out as a question of power on the part of the House, without 
regard to the objects on which it wasto be exercised. To show 
that the committee in the present case repudiate such a distine- 
tion, it is but necessary to refer to their report, which express- 
ly holds private ettizens connected with the transaction ame- 
nable to this power of the House, but not meriting, for peculiar 
reasons, an exercise of it. a 

Well, sir, how did the House dispose of the two cases to 
which I have referred? Without fatiguing the Mouse with a 
review of all that was said and acted in the progress of these 
memorable proceedings, I shall content myself with referring 
you to the speeches and conduct of a ‘distinguished gentleman, 
then and*yet belonging tothe party, and now, as then, a mem- 
ber of the House; who is, at this moment, in the fruition of the 
highest honors that the House can confer, either asa tritute to 
talents and virtue, or as a compensation for unscrupulous piar- 
tisan devotion; a gentleman, sir, who, whatever may be. the 
feebleness of his abilities, or the insignificance of his authority 
in the estimation of others, with you, I know, possesses com- 
manding influence. That gentleman was the champion select- 
ed by the party to enounce to the nation its principles with re- 
spect to this power of the House. He uttered, moreover, by his 
own declaration, the opinion of the head of the party himself, 
the then President of the United States. What were those 
principles? T answer, sir, in the exact language of the distin- 
guished gentleman himself: : 

_“Every gentleman,” said he, “must be aware that a great 
difference of opinion always had existed as to the powere that 
House to punish as a contempt any act which did notinier- 
rupt or impede the business of the House. * ">*t He did 
not admit that the House possessed any such power; and he 
believed that'a great majority of that House, upon a delibe- 
rate and full examination of the question, would hold the same 
sentiments with himself j ý cs s S 

“He would ask whether it was not equally a contempt of the 
House fora crizen to challenge one of its members io múrtal 
combat? Wasthat not as much a breach of its privilege as 
the present case? Should a member of a co-ordinate “branch 
call a member of that House into the field to mortal combat, 
would not that be as much a contempt aleo ist. And has 
not that been dene and passed by without notice? Or, if the 


Head ofan Executive Department should :do the same thing, 
would not the breach of privilege be as great? And. was not 
that done a few years ago? Where was the limit to such a 
power, if you take cognizance of such cases as this? How 
was it to be defined or restrained? He could not perceive; 
and he therefore considered it as. torally inconsistent with the 
** * “When thie case was first 
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power may be found in the Constitution. ~It is said that by the 
sixth section of the first article, ‘Senators and Representatives 
shall be privileged from arrest, etc ; ‘and for any speech or 
debate in either House, they shell not be questioned in any 
other place.’ * * * The latter clause of the sentence is equally 
clear. It intended to provide, simply, that for ‘any speech or 
debate, in either House,’ the member shall not be held to an- 
gwer in any other place. - That he shall not, for example, be 
subject to be prosecuted in the courts fer libellous- words 
spoken in debate, or be held to answer in an action of slan- 
tbr. Do these exemptions to members of Congress, confer the 
power on either House to punish?” etc, ** * & What are 
your privileges? ‘fhe Constitution is silent in regard to them 
‘You have passed no law declaring them. They are unknown 
‘and undefined. If they exist, no citizen can know what they 
are, nor the sanction which attaches to a violation of them. 
Both their nature and the punishment which -you may inflict 
restin the sovereign, arbitrary, and despotic discretion ot 
this House. * * * It is unquestionably true that, for words 
apoken in debate, the member of Congress can at no future 
period, however remote, be prosecuted for a libel, or sued for 
slander. And should it be attempted, he may plead his con- 
stitutional exemption in bar. But, because this is the case, 
it cannot, surely be contended that he is protected, more than 
any. other citizens, from personal violence. * * * Jf the 
Aostrine of privilege in England is the law here, 1 demand of 
them tòshow me how it has become the law binding upon 
Congress. Has it been adopted, in part or ia whole, by the 
Constitution ur laws? Thatia wot pretended. he truth is, 
they cannot be of any sort of authority in either branch of Con- 
gress, either as law, or guides fur our proceeding. They have 
net, and in the nature of things they cannot iave, any applica- 
sion in our Congress, and must be wholly rejected.” >° * 

“The question submitted to the decision of the constituents 
-of every gentleman here is, whether, under a Government 
where there are no separate orders, the public functionaries 
are tobe elevated above the Constitution andiauws, and take 
into their own hands the despotic and odious power of aveng- 
jog théirown violated dignity, whenever they may, in thoir un- 
bounded discretion, choose tọ consider that it has been in- 
fringed.” : ti : 3 K ` * 

“E undertake to show,-sir, that the power which this House 
now assumes to exercise without law is the identical power 
which Congress attempted to assume in the enactment of the 
‘alien and ‘sedition laws;’ and that the arguments adduced 
to sustain it are the same arguments adduced in 1798 to sustain 
the constitutionality of the ‘alien law’ and the ‘sedition law.” 

“The power is despotic, depending upon your whim, canrice, 
oy arbitrary will, and is, therefore, if possible, @ greater inva- 
shor of the rights of the citizen, ond more despotic and arbi- 
frary than even these obnoxious laws.” \ ae 
~ “Butif it bo conceded that, in high party times, in periods 
of high political excitement, or in cases where the jurisdiction 
and power'of the House were not drawn in question, the House 
may bave exercised the power, the answer to any argument 
drawn from such premisesis an easy one. ` Itis, that one usur- 

ation can never either justify or sanctify another.” * * 

“To show the absurdity of the exercise of such a power by 
this House, if it possessed it, without law, 1 ask the House 
what punishment it will inflict if the accused be found guilty 
afta contempt or violation of privilege in this case? *. * You 
have the same power to impose one as another. You have the 
same power to punish with death or the amputation of a limb, 
that you have to inflict any other.” * * * 

“The evidence before us shows that when the member from 
Ohio first thought himself in danger of an attack from the ace 
cused, he didnot then bring his complaint to this House, but 
prepared himself with deadly. yoeapons for mortul combut, and 
put himself on his personal defence, By sodoing, Ae waived 
the privilege, if he had any, which itis now insisted has been 
violaied. He was, in fact, armed at the meeting, and his ad- 
wersary was unarmed. le happened to get the. worst of the 
rencontre, and then the complaint is: made to this House, and 
we are called on to avenge the wrongs which he has suffered. 
Gf the member from Ohio had heen the victor jo the combat; 

“if hid pistol had not missed fire; anl had he d@izadled or slain 
the accused, this louse would never have been troubled with 
the case, But as he happened to be unfortunate in the fight, 
‘we arè told that our dignity has been insulted, and our high 
privileges invaded.” * * : 

“Sir, [know that it is, at ail times, an ungracicus argument 
to address to any body of men like this, when you tell them that 
they possess no power to do that which they are strongly desi- 
rous of doing. All history instructs us that whenever the 
rulers of other countries have strongly desired to possess and 
exercise a power of any kind, they have never failed lo look out 
Jor specious pretexts to do so”? * *o* 

“Tam: sùre Ishall be borne out by gentlemen on allsides of 
the House, when I say further that the whole proceeding in 
this case shows us to be the most uofit triers; and that, in pe- 
wiods: of high party excitement, this enormous power may be 
ased, and probably will be, to the great oppression of the citizen. 
What excitement and warmth of feeling have we witnessed on 
this trial! How unlike grave judges have we occasionally ap. 

eared! ‘* * Here we have been, at the most Important pe- 
riod of the session, engazed near a month in trying tt. Itake 
upon myself no part of the responsibility of this useless con- 
sumption of the time of the House. I voted against the arrest, 
sand have, trom the commencement of the trial, viewed the 
whole proceeding as a usurpation of power? * s = 

Who, sir, was this “most righteous jadge,” this “second Da- 
ajel,” this Aaron, this “spokesman of his party,” to then: “in. 
stead of a mouth,” id this exposition of the powers ofthe House 
and the prineiples of the Constitution? 

{The Spsaxer here interruppted him, as he had repeatedly 
done before whilst on this branch of the subject.] _ a 

In this oracle, sir, you make, I know, a kindred recognition. 
Yes, sir, in him you but behold yourself! Your own conscious- 
ness whispers, what the public voice will thunder, in your ear, 
‘thou art the man!” ‘The review may be painful, Like hin 
who had “done the deed,” you may exclaiin— 

7 * PIL go no more: 
Tam atraid to think what I have done; 
Look ont again, Idare not.” 
` Still, the deed is dones» Therestands the record. 7 r 

-Who'could have supposed, sir, that, after all this, these prin- 
wipes would; within so short a period, have been abandoned, 
and those~vho maintained them be found, as they now are, 
ostensibly urging thée-exercise of à power then denounced as 
dllegal, unconstitutional usurped, despotic, odious ! _ an it 

be possible—can ‘such: shameless repudiation of opinions and 
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principles be credited as that the exercise of that same power 
by that same party.is really meditated in this case? 1 do not 
believe, sir, that it is meditated, or at any time has been. I 
am,-on the contrary, fully justified, by the facts which I have 
just stated as connected with the recent history of that-party, 
in rnainitaining that the Administration partyin this House 
ave been perfectly sensible, from the commencement of this 
investigation, that, no-matier how deep the criminality of those 
implicated, they, as @ party, would be forced to deny to the 
House any right or power whatever to punmshit. To take 
any other. ground would, in them, be so flagrantly and scan- 
datously. repugnant to their former doctrines and action, as tu 
expose them to imputations which the most abandoned prosti- 
tation might desire toavoid. I repeat, therefore, that the direct 
assertion or exercise of such a power, by that party, wus at 
no time intended. : i 

This view, sir, of the position of that party, in regard to the 
powerin question, will at once explain the otherwise incom- 
prehbensible form of these resolutions; way they are indefinite 
and general, and, in that respect, contrary to the established 
usage and express law of the House. For, sir, if they had been 
direct and specific, meditating, in terms, an exercise of the 
power which I have stated, they must have been instantly 
rejected by the House; certainly rejected, if the sentiments of 
that party could have prevailed. Many of the paity whose 
names are recorded in support of the doctrines which I have 
imputed to them, are now members of the House—gentlemen 
high in station and influence, al} favoring these proceedings! 
This gencral and indirect form of roceeding was accordingly 
adopted zo escape an assertion of the power ; for to have in- 
stituted proceedings expressly aiming at punishment would 
necessarily have presupposed the rightand power to inflict it. 
Andall this for what? 

With the intention, six, of seizing the occasion which it was 
supposed the death of one gentleman ina duel with another 
who happened to be a political opponent afforded, of diverting 
public attention for a season from the wretched condition of 
public affairs, and of effecting this under color of devotion to 
religionandlaw! To lend themselves to a proceeding to which 
they songht, by its generality, to give the appearance of a 
criminal ptocedure, without daring, in terms, to give it that 
shape! With a view to investigations, reports, and accu 
sations, against distinguished members of the Opposition, 
with a periset knowledge all along that the proceedings would 
be arrested, and arrested by that party, the moment the work 
of accusation was done! “To the extent. of accusation they 
could readily go, to attain a party end; to hear, to try, was no 
part of their purpose; to punish, under their interpretation; 
was no part of their power, 

How far the country will be disposed to countenance this de- 
liberate prostitution of the action and time of the House, for 
such purposes cannot, I think, be difficult to anticipate. 

Any opinion, sir, which] may entertain with respect to the 
extent of the privileges of the House, or its power to punish 
violations of them, need not be now expremed. as it is not de- 
manded by the immediate question. That those in opposition 
shauld hold, as a party, that the power of the House was fully 
adequate to any’‘measure of punishment domandefl by the even 
in which these proceedings originated. would be altogether 
natural and consistent. They had so held on former occasions 
when political adversaries were implicated; their. opinion is 
unaltered, their conduct is unaltered, though political friends 
may be implicated. Ihonor @ constancy which contrasts so 
strikingly. $ z 

Ifany doubts, sir, could have remained respecting the irregu- 
larity of this report, and the necessity of its recommitment, they 
must have been wholly removed by’ the extraordinary disclo- 
sure made, after a week’s discussion, by the chairman of the 
committee. Th answer to a question propounded by a gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. W1sz,] the chairman confessed, to the 
amazement, doubtless, of all who heard him, that the report 
had undergone alterations after it had been last seen by those 
whose act it purports to be! He states, however, that the alte- 
rations, he thought, did not materially vary the sense; that 
they were, for the most part, but critical alterations! 

Sir, with respect to that report, “honor was the subject of its 
story.” Itimpugns, deeply, the honor of gentlemen; an honor 
before spotless. Its texture is too delicate for sucha touch 
from even the chairman of this committee. The utter impro- 
priety of altering a report, to any extent or for any purpose, in 
such a case as thia, must be manifest to all who duly estimate 
the value of honor or the delicacy of sitting, as this committee 
have assumed to do, in judgment upon its laws. This the chair- 
man should have known. 


“Who governs freemen should himself be free.” 


The principie applies with even more truth to him who 

would pass judgment on honorable men. 

tis suggested, sir, that the report was softened by the alte- 
rations. ‘That does not at all palliate the outrage. If the merits 
of this report shall ever become (which they will not) the sub- 
Ject of review here, it will be demonstrable that an alteration by 
which its violence was mitigated is more prejudicial to the ac- 
cused than one aggravating it. From audacious, monstrous 
injustice, innocence has nothing to fear; it defeats, by its enor- 
mity, its own purpose. It is dangerous only when it becomes 
plausible, wien, though not the truth, it is made to resemble it, 
So with this report. 

But, sir, ifthe House were amazed by the annunciation that 
an alteration of the report had been perpetrated, it must have 
bean astounded by the declaration which accompanied it. The 
chairman proceeded, on the occasion referred to, with the 
utmost complacency, to disclose that the report hud not been 
agreed to or even seen by a majority in actual committee, but 
had been privately exhibited, and privately acquiesced in ! 
Upon this I pass no judgment of my own; I deliver it over to 
the rebuke and condemnation cf a law of this House, too so- 
iemn to require enforcement, and too explicit for comment. 

“A cominittee meet when and where they please, if the 
House has not ordered time and piace for them. But they 
can only act when together, and not by separate cousuitatien 
and consent, nothing being the report of the committee but 
what has bren agreed to in commitiee actually assembled.” 

You, sir, might have protected the House against an irregu- 
larity like this, by announcing, on the instant that the fact was 
stated by the chairman, as your duty elearly wos, that the pa 
per thus presented as a report was, in point of Parliamentary 
law, no. report; that it was an unauthorized private writing, 
thrust, irresponsibly, upon the House; and that the only regy- 


Jar course was, as a matter of order, atonce torejectit; Why | 


was this not done? 


Will the applicability of this law, too,;be controverted ? OF . 
will an exposition of the principles on which it rests be required? 
Sir, it seems as if Jaw, standing by itself, and upon its own aw 
thority, is of no consideration, merely ds Taw; with certain phi- 
losophic jurists of this House. - The principles, however, of the 
Jaw in question are neither obscure nor difficult of exposition. 
The rule results necessarily from the pature of Jegislaive:com- 
mittees, which are organized official bodies, with their-peculiar 
privileges, powers, and duties, as such.. To-the extent of their 
functions they are as essentially organized and official asthe 
House of Representatives itself. ‘In every parliamentary view 
it would be as indispensable to obtain the consent-of- members 
of this House, separately. aad: privately, without entering this 
Tah, to the highest and most responsible acts of legislation, 
and ascribe to them the validity and effect of acts: of the House, 
s to obtain the consent of a member ofa committee, in the pri- 
vate and irresponsible manner stated by the chaixman,-and in- 
sist on it as the act of the committee. The amplest illustrations 
might be readily drawn from the judicial and otber tribunals; 
but I will not suppose them to he required in a matter so pal- 
able, ; 
Š Yet, sir, this interposition of the laws of the House between 
the committee and their parpose'is sagely’ pronounced éxcep- 
tion to form, technical, evasive of substantial justice! Sir, 
when you hear those whose province it is to ascertain and ad- 
minister (he law as it is, pronounce its. provisions to ‘be for- 
mal, or technical, or evasive, and on that account to be disre- 
garded, especially in a criminal procedure, you have the 
authority of history for pronouncing them either. unlearned. in 
the doctrines or faithless to the principles of freedom. This 
expression, I admit, is strong; but, sir, it is just. ene 
What isa free Constitution, what are laws, but the forms, 
the technicality, the evasion, interposed betwecn the weak-and 
the powerful, between the tyrant and his purpose? Sir, inthe 
vocabulary of freedom, there is no justice, no right, ‘no 
Wrong, except as known to the Constitution and taws, just as 
they are. God forbid that there should be! The American 
Representative who, for the miserable party ends at which 
these proceedings aim, is unfortunate enough to entertain, much 
less publicly to utter, sentiments which this debate has elicited, 
isan object of real pity; he has mine. These sentiments origi- 
nate In a region far, far below a just conception of ‘the dignity. 
of constitutional liberty; and there only, if any where, they 
are doomed to flourish; they perish by elevation. ` ee 
These proceedings, sir, are intrinsically important; they are 
infinitely more important as a precedent. The attempt to sige 
nalize this case will, from that cause alone, attract the obser- 
vation an the keenest scrutiny of our successors here and of 
posterity into the present action of the House. For one, I pre- 
pare to encounter that serutioy, and to defy it; -by firmly main» 
taining the just privileges and powers ofthe House, on the one 
hand, and maintaining with like firmness the laws of the House 
anit ofthe Jand, and the principles and analogies of the Consti- 
tution, on the other; by recognising the sentiment, that every 
public functionary and tribunal—the House of Representatives 
pre-emiuentiy—should, by their example, inculcate a spirit of 
respect for the laws—in substance, and form, and throughout 
—as the only means, in a free country, of averting its precipi- 
tation into faction, violence, and disorganization. 
The question, sir, is no longer, “What the law is;” forthat is 
manifest. The question now is, “Shall it be respected?” Sir, 
lecide, 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
SPEECH OF MR. PRESTON, 


Or Sourn CAROLINA, 
n Senate, April 24, 1838—On the resoution for the annexation 
of Texas, 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Preston, being the 
order of the day: 

Whereas, the just and true boundary of the United States, 
under the treaty of Louisiana, extended on the southwest to 
the Rio Grande del Norte, which river continued to be the true 
boundary line until the territory west of the Sabine was sur- 
rendered to Spain by the treaty of 1819: And whereas, sueh 
surrender of a portion ofthe territory of the United States is of 
evil precedent, and questionable constitutionality: And where: 
as, many weighty considerations of policy make it expedient to 
re-establish the said true boundary, and to anuex to the United 
States the territory occupied by the State of Texas, with the 
consent of the said State: S 

Be it therefore resolved, That, with the consent of the said 
Siate previously had, and whenever i can be effected consis- 
tently with the pubiic faith and treaty stipulations of the United 
States, it is desirable and expedicnt to reannex the said terri- 
tory to the United States. y . sa 

Mr. PRESTON rose and said: It is now just two years since 
the memorabie battle of Sun Jacinto established the indepen- 
dence of Texas. Some time previous to that glorious consum- 
maiion, the Republic had announced to the world its declara- 
tion of independence, and had fully organize! a Government of 
ts own. The struggle with the parent country was brief, but 
decisive: and, since the 2ist of April, 1836, no hostile flag has 
for one moment been unfurled in Pexas, Proiound peace has 
brooded over her fertile. lands, making them pregnant; + 
all the benign influences of order and enlightened H 
have been experienced as intensely as in our own county 
in any other on the face of the earth. Internal t ulity, 
supremacy of the law, regularity and efficiency of ainal 
the functions of Government, have realized whaicver was pre- 
dicted, or hoped, or wished, when we hailed the binl of this 
young Republic, and urged her prompt recozniuon as a mem- 
ber of the family of nations. While it unfortunately happens 
that Mexico continues to be agitated by intestine comnddons 
and embarrassed by th t pressing difficulziés in h 
relations, her la'e dependency, the valor ar i 
citizens have made independent, has exhitiied 
contrast... On one side, bloodshed and revohvion, a wih! and 
fluctnaiing state of politics, an ever charging Government and 
a continual succession of conflicting purposes, show the- prg- 
sence-of a disurganizing ‘spirig, while, on the other, a gro ng 
commerce and an extended agriculture bespeak the settled state 
ofthe pubjic mind, reposing under the action of a fully organ- 
ized and established Government, every depariment of whieh 
is working with gravity and steadiness. Canvassing and eleg- 
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tions go on with warmth, and without violence. The President 
is inaugurated, and Congress assembles, with as little commo- 
tion as we have within these walls. Administration and Oppo- 
sition parties differ, debate, and denounce, with as much zeal 
and as little danger as here; while the judge as peacefully 
rides his circuit, and the sheriff as promptly executes his judg- 
ments; and the constable’s staff is as omnipotent as in any other 
land which reposes under, and is blessed by, the common law. 
Such is the spectacle which this young State presents to the 
view of gratified philanthropy. ‘Thus has she fufilled the pre- 
dictions which attended her birth, i 

The proposition which I now submit.in regard to this pros- 
perous and self-dependent State would be indecorous and pre- 
sumptuous, had not the lead been given by Texas herself. It 
appears by the correspondence of the Envoy Extraordinary of 
that Republic with our own Government, that the question of 
annexation on certain terms and conditions has been submitted 
to the people of the Republic, and decided in the affirmative by 
a very large majority; whereupon, and in pursuance of in- 
structions from his Government, he proposes to open a nego- 
tiation for the accomplishment of that object. The corre- 
spondence has been communicated upon a call from the House 
of Representatives, and thus the proposition becomes a fit sub- 
ject for the deliberation of Congress. 

Nor is it proposed by my resolution, Mr. President, to do any 
thing which could be justly construed into cause of offence by 
Mexico, The terms of the resolution guard our relations with 
that Republics and the spirit in which it is conceived is entire- 
ly averse to any compromise of our national faith and honor, 
tor any object, of whatever magnitude. More especially would 
T have our intercourse with Mexico characterized by fair deal- 
ing and moderation, on account of her unfortunate. condition, 
resulting from a long-eontinued series of intestine dissensions, 
which all who have not been born to liberty must inevitably 
encounter in seeking forit. As long, therefore, as the preten- 
sions of Mexico are attempted to be asserted by actual force, 
or as long as there is any reasonable prospect that she has the 
power and the will to resubjugate Texas, I do not propose to 

nterfere. My own deliberate conviction, to be sure, 1s, that 
that period has already passed; and L beg leave to say that, in 
my judgment, there is more danger of an invasion and conquest 
of Mexico by Texas, than that this last will ever be reannexed 
to Mexico. Th! enteriaining of this opinion, perhaps, consti- 
tutes the only difference between mine and the views of the 
Executive, as declared in the correspondence with the Texan 
Minister, Gen. Hunt. The negotiation is declined by the Se- 
eretary of State, because it would involve our relaions with 
Mexico. Now, sir, I do not conceive that Mexico, in the ob- 
vious hopelessness of operations against Texas, should so con- 
sider it. Ladmit, however, that the Executive has the most le- 
gitimate jurisdiction of this question, and is doubtless in pos- 
session of more extensive and exact information upon it than 
we can have. Itis, therefore, avoided in the resolutions, 
which import a declaration of opinion in favor of the annexa- 
tion of Texas, only when it can be effected withouta disturb- 
ance of our relations with Mexico. I do not understand—I 
should be very unwilling to believe—that the ‘Administration 
has taken decisive grounds against my proposition, in every 
contingency. Indeed, I believe I can show that Iam warranted 
in entertaining the opinion thatthe opposite is mos: probably 
the truth. It was obviously proper for the Secretary of Sate 
to avoid, in his correspondence with a foreign minister, any in- 
dication of the policy of the Government in the contingency 
contemplated by my resolution; but what that opinion would 
be, if it were proper to avow it, may be inferred from the fact 
that the President himself has heretofore, as Secretary of State, 
white carrying into effect the policy of his predecessor, to whose 
great measures he 1s devoted and pledged, exerted all his ability 
toaccomplish this object; that Mr. Poinsett, the Secretary of 
War, has been sedulously engaged in the same enterprise, un- 
der the auspices of two Administrations; and, that Mr, For- 
syth, the Secretary of State, isa Georgian by birth and allegi- 
ance, and will aot, therefore, be suspected of entertaining dif- 
ferent opinions, 
the cabinet. could exert sufficient influence to overcome the sen- 
timents of these three gentlemen, or would, for a moment, en- 
tertain a purpose of reversing the favorite policy of General 
Jackson. : 

Idisavow, Mr. President, all hostile purposes, or even ill 
temper, towards Mexico; and I trust that F impugn neither the 
policy nor principles of the Administration. I therefore feel 
myselfat liberty to proceed to the discussion of the points made 
in the resolution, entirely disembarrassed of any preliminary 
obstacle, unless, indeed, the mode by which so important an act 
is to be effected may be considered as interposing a difficulty 
Tf the object itself be within the competency of this Govern- 
ment, as 1 shall hereafter endeavor to show, «nd both parties 
consent, every means mutually agreed upon would establish a 
joint obligation. The acquisition of new territory has hereto- 
tore been effected by treaty, and this mode of proceeding in re- 
gard to Texas has been proposed by her Minister; but I be- 
lieve it would comport more with the importance of the mea- 
sure, that both branches of the Government should concur, the 
Legislature expressing a previous opinion; and, this being done, 
all difficulties, ofall kinds whatsoever, real nr imaginary, might 

. be avoided by a treaty tripartite between Mexico, Texas, and 
the United States, in which the assent and confirmation of 
Mexico (for a pecuniary consideration if you choose) might be 
had, without infringing the acknowledged independence and 
free agency of Texas. 

I will now proceed to show that the territory actually occu- 
piel by the Republie of Texas was at one time a part of the 

Jnited States. 

Jn 1762: France ceded Louisiana to Spain, Tn 1800, by tha 
treaty of Ildefonso, Spain re-ceded it to France.—-(See the words 
of the treaty.) 

In 1804, France, hy the treaty of Louisiana, ceded it to the 
Unite! states. The United States thus obtained tide to what- 
ever was conveyed to Spain by the treaty of 1762, the effect of 
the intermediate conveyance being precisely the same as if the 

` ‘couveyance by the treaty of 1762 had been made directly to us 
instead of to Spain. Fhe extent of the French claim, therefore, 
determines ours. The title of France to the Mississippi, and to 
the territory drained by its western tributaries, bas never heen 
disputed. It rested upon the discovery made by La Sallein 
1683, who penetrated from Canada by land, descended the Mis- 
bissippi, and established a few posts on its banks. A short time 
afterwards, La Salle, endeavoring to enter the mouth of the 
“Missisaip | from: the Gulf, passed it unperceived, and, sailing 
‘westward, discovered the: bay of St. Bernard, now called Mata- 
gorda, where, penetrating 4 short distance into the interior, he 


Tt is not to be supposed that the remainder of | 
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established a military post on the bank. of the Guadaloupe, 
(whose ruins exist to this day,) and took. possession of the 
country in the name of his sovereign. The discovery and the 
possession were precisely such asgave title to the Mississippi, 
made by the same enterprising individual, about the same 
ume; and the occupation for France was attended by all the 
circumstances and incidents which characterized that of St, 
Louis or the Island of Orleans. It was this perfect similarity 
of the muniments of title which authorized Mr. Monroe. and Mr. 
Pinckney, in 1805, to hold this emphatic language to the Spa- 
nish Commissioner: “The facts and principles which justify 
this conclusion are so satisfactory to their Government as to 
convince it that the United States have nota better right to the 
Island.of New Orleans, under the cession referred to, than they 
have to the whole district of territory west to the Rio del 
orte. 

The extentof territory which should enure to the French 
Crown, by virtue of this discovery and occupation, was deter- 
mined on the east by the discoveries of La Salle on the Missis- 
sippi, with which those on the St. Bernard’s were of course con- 
nected. On the west the extent was determined by the appli- 
cation of a principle recognised by the Eurupean Powers mak- 
ing settlements in America, viz: that the dividing line should be 
established ata medium distance between their various settle- 
ments. At the period of La Salle’s settlement, the nearest Spa- 
nish possession was a smail post called Panuco, at the point 
where a river of that name falls into the bay of Tampico. The 
medium line between Panuco and the Guadaloupe, on which 
was La Salle’s fort, was the Rio Grande del Norte, which river 
was, therefore, assumed as the true boundary between France 
and Spain. France never failed to assert her claim to that 
boundary from 1685, the period of La Salle’s discovery, up to 
1762, when, by the cession of Lonisiana to Spain, the countries 
were unite! and the boundaries obliterated. 

It is thus that Mr. Adams, in his conclusive letter to Don 
Onis, of March, 1818, recapitulates the testimony in favor of the 
French title. 

On the part of the United States: g 

1. The discovery of Mississippi, from near its source to the 
ocean, by the French from Canada, in 1683. 

2. The possession taken, and establishment made, by La Sallo, 
at the bay of St. Bernard, west of the rivers Trinity and Colora- 
do, by authority from Lonis XIV, in 1685. 

. 3. The charter of Louis XIV to Crozat, in 1712. 

4. The historical authority of Du Pratz and Champigny and 
of the Count de Vergennes, 

5. The geographical authority of De Lisle’s map, and espe- 
cially that of the map of Don Thomas Lopez, geographer to the 
King of Spain, published in 1762. These documents were all 
referred to in the letter from Messrs, Pinckney and Monroe to 
Mr. Cevallos, of 20th April, 1805. Since which time, and in 
further confirmation of the same claims, the Government of the 
United States are enabled to refer you to the following: 

6, A map published by Homann, at Nuremberg, in 1712. 

7. A geographical work published in 1737, at London, entitled 
“Atlas Geographicus, or a Complete System of Geography, 
Ancient and Modern;” in which the map of Louisiana marks its 
extent from the Rio Bravo to the Perdido. In hoth these maps 
the fort built by La Salle is laid down on the spot now called 
Matagorda. 

S. An official British map, published in 1753, by Bowen, in- 
tended to point out the boundaries of the British, Spanish, and 
French colonies in North America. 

9, Tho narratives published at Paris, of Hennepin, in 1683; 
of Tonti, in 1697; and of Joutel, in 1713. 

10. A letter from Colonel La Harpe to Don Martin d’Alar- 
conne, of 8th July, 1719. (A, Nos. Land 2.) 

ll. The order of the French Governor of Louisiana, Bien- 
ville, to La Harpe, of August 10, 1721. (C, No. 3.) 

12, The geographical work of Don Antonio de Alced», a 
Spanish geographer of the highest eminence, This work and 
the map of Lopez having been published after the cession of 
Louisiana to Spain, in 1762, afford decisive evidence of what 
Spain herself considered asthe western boundary of Louisiana, 
when she had no interest in contesting it against another State. 
(D No. 4.) 

Mr. Adams was not conient to rest our tide upon this im 
posing array of positive testimony, but examined and dissi- 
pated all the objections to it taken by the Spanish minister, and, 
by a masterly refutation of the Spanish pretensions, satisfied 
(as it las heen since understood) the Spanish negotiator him- 
self so thoroughly that he would have been willing to have 
characterized the result of the negotiation as a “treaty for the 
exchange of territories,” &c. between Spain and America. 

‘This Senate, Mr. President, is not a fit place for a minute ex- 
amination of all the particulars, or the weighing of all the op- 
posing arguments in the progress of this controversy. But I 
may be permitted to add, to what I have indicated as to the 
grounds of our claim, the fact that all our statesmen whose at- 
tention has been turned to the investigation have, wilh one con- 
sent, expressed the clearest and mest unhesitating conviction 
of the validity of our title, from the first moment at which it 
was agitated, down to the unfortunate treaty of 1819. Mr. Jef 
ferson, whose turn of mind led him to such investigations, and 
whose thoughts, as every one knows, were long and deeply en- 
gaged upon all matters connected with Louisiana, expressed 
himself in the most positive manner. Messrs. Monroe and 
Pinckney, in 1805, used the language I have before quoted, in 
obedience to instructions from Mr. Madison, et that time Secre- 
tary of State. Mr. Monroe, when President, held an equaily 
strong language, through Mr. Adams, his Secretary of State. 
Thus, sir, we have the authority of Jefferson, Madison, Mon- 
roe, and Adams, officially and ‘emphatically announced to us. 
General Jackson is known to have entertained the same opl- 
nion. And to these fet me add the very high authority of an- 
other distinguished name—that of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky near me. When the treaty with Spain, in 1819, was 
concluded, it is well known that some delay oceurred on ac- 
count of the internal dissensions of Spain, in the ratification of 
it. While it was thus suspended, the Senator from Kentucky, 
then a member of the other House, taking the view of the trea 
ty which Fam now urging—that ic-wasa cession of a portion 
of the territory of the United States which was incompe- 
tent to the treaty-making power—offered the following resoiu- 
tions: 

“1. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United Stated 
vests:in Congress the power to dispose of the territory belong- 
ing to them; and that no treaty purperting to alienate any por- 
tion thereof is valid, without the concurrence-of Congress. 

“2. Resolved, That the equivalent proposed to be given by 
Spain to the United States, for that part of Louisiana lying west 


| to make a transfer thereof to.any. foreign power.” 


of. the Sabine, was inadequate, and that it: would be inexpedient 


I shall have occasion, by and. by, to advert to the assum, 
for Congress of power to alienate the territory of the Un 
States: My preset purpose in quoting these: resolutions, is to 
show that, while the treaty. with Spain was get pending 1t. was 
considered as a cession of our-territory.. The resolutione pre- 
suppose.the fact, and take it for granted. ‘They, proceed upon 
the ground that a- part of Louisiana was ceded}-and’ in advoca- 
ting these resolutions, their distinguished author holds ‘this em- 
phatic language: ` ; errr i fy 

“ He presumed the spectacle would not be presented of ques- 
tioning, in this branch of the Government, our title to Texas, 
which had been constantly maintained by. the. Executive for 
more than fifteen years past, under threè successive adminis- 
trations.” yaa Pa : 

He also said: 3 A 

“Jn the Florida treaty, it was not pretended- that the object 
was simply a declaration of where the western limit of Louisi- 
ana was; it was, on the contrary, the case of an avowed cessian 
of territory from the United States to Spain. The whole of the 
correspondence manifested that the respective parties to the 
negotiation Were not engaged so much in an inquiry where the 
limit of Louisiana was, as where it should be. Hence we find 
various limits proposed and discussed. * * .* Finally, the 
Sabine is fixed, which neither of the parties ever contended was 
the ancient limit of Louisiana. * * * And the treaty itself 
proclaims its purpose to be.a cession of the United States to 
Spain.” 3 g Sy 

Fuch were the opinions and statements of the Senator in 
1820, of whicb I gladly avail himself. It is unfortunate for the 
country, for the whole country, that Congress did not conéur 
with him in the declaration ‘that it. would. be inexpedient to 
make a transfer thereof to any foreign power; and I cannot but 
trust that the wisdom and patriotism which warred egainst 
that rash treaty of 1819, will. now be exerted to. remedy. its 
great and growing evils, on the earliest oppertunity, and by the 
only means left, viz: the reannexation ot Texas, whose. trans- 
fer the honorable genleman eloquently denounced as inéxpe- 
dient and unconstitutional. 

But, Mr. President, I take a higher ground. than Mr, CLAY on 
the occasion alluded to. He rested the constitutional objection 
upon the incompetency of the treaty-making power to. alienate 
the territory of the United States. I take the ground thatit is 
incompetent to the whole Government; thatit does not belong 
to its granted powers; that its assumption is of the most alarm- 
ing consequences. The Constitution vests in’ Congress. the 
power to “dispose of the territory or other property of. the Uni- 
ted states.” . The’ true. exposition of this clause’is found in 
the vast and wise land system adopted in pursuance of It at 
the very institution of the Government. Large ceésions of ter- 
ritory had been made by several States to this Government, as 
property, for certain general purposes; and this clause of the 
Constitution was inserted to give the necessary power to effect 
the objects of these grants. The clause has this extent, no 
more: the power is exhausted when these purposes are eccom- 
plished. It was never dreamt that Congress could dispose of 
the sovereignty of any portion of the territory of the United 
States; and we may wellimagine with what teelings Virginia 
would have contemplated the proposition to endow this Go- 
vernment with a power to transfer the Northwest Territory to 
Great Britain or Russia. The clause does not discriminate 
between the power ofthis Government to dispose of territory 
within and without the limits of the States. Tt is general, and 
applies to all territory belonging to the United States, wherever 
itis found—whether it be. Point Comfort, in Virginia, or the 
vacant landsin Arkansas, or those within the Territory of Flo- 
rida. The power granted within the States. and within the 
Territories is identical: and if one can be transferred to afo. 
reign power, both can. But the protection ofthe Territories 
against this wild power of, alienation is enforced in every. in- 
stance by the high guaranties of solemn compacts, Wisconsin 
s protected by the terms of cession from Virginia; Florida is 
protected by the terms of session from Spain; and Louisiana 
was protected by the terms of cession from France. They 
were ail on the same footing, under the guaranty of the same 
faith—and Wisconsin or Florida may be alienated under the 
same right. Ar s ais 

Will any one at this time of day claim for Congress the 
power to dispose of either of these Territories to a foreign 
power? Ifit besaied that, having purchased them, we may sell 
them, the proposition is equally true of the States of Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Missouri. Can we sell them, or exchange them 
for Canada? Ifsuch a doctrine were countenanced fora mo- 
ment, would any man south of the Potomac. feel himself gate 
from sale or exchange, while the wild fanaticism of the’ Aboli- 
tionists is hurrying so large a portion of our fellow-citizens upon 
measures no less extravagant, and infinitely more fraught withall 
those disasters that make humanity shudder? Will that-spirit 
which demands the exercise of political power forthe confisca- 
tion of property, and sports itself upon the very brink ‘of servile 
war—-wiil that spirit pause in its reckless career, at so. obvidre 
a measure as the retrocession of southem territory? The 
treaty, Mr. President, of 1819, was a great oversight or the part 
of tne southern States. We went into it blindly, I-must say. 
The great importance of Florida, to which the public mind was 
strongly awakened at that time by peculiar circumstances; led 
us precipitately into a measure by which we threw'a ‘gem 
away that would have bought ten Floridas. Under any circum- 
stances, Florida would have been ours in a shert me; but-our 
impatience induced us to purchase it by a ‘territory: ten times 
as large, a hundred times as fertile, and to give five millions of 
dollars into the bargain. Sir, T resign myself to what is done; 
T acquiesce in the inexorable past; I propose no wild and chime- 
rical revolution in the established order of things; for the pur- 
pase of remedying what I conceive to have been .wrong crigi- 
nally. But this 1 do propose: that we should seize the fair and 
just occasion now presented to remedy the mistake which was 

made in 1819; that we should repair as far as we can the evi} 
effect ofa breach of the Constitution; that we should re-establish 
the integrity ofour dismembered territory, and get back into our 
Union, by the just and honorable means providentially offered to 
us, that fair and fertile province which, in.an evil hour, we ge- 
vered from the Confederacy. À 7 

k might be supposed, Mr. President, from. the manpet in 
which the public mind has been inflamed against: my. proposi- 
tion, that it had not heretofore been heard: of; and that Twas 
startling the community with a covel policy. : Notso, sir, ‘The 
farthest in the world from.it. For. the first ‘time, to. ba sure, 
there is a loud and wide-spread, clamor against the annexation 

of Texas; bul the project of effecting. 1c 3 


jas notoriously: ‘heen 
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entertained and urged by the two tast Adziinistrations; and, 
although not adopted by the present, as ah Administration mea- 

"> gute, is:known.to have been favorably eriteitained by the Presi- 
` dent, and at least óne distinguishéd member of the Cablnet. It 
is Strange that a measure which has been urged for twelve years 
past should now, for the first time, be met by a temoes, or op- 
position; and it is very strange that he shouid be found riding 
+ uponand directing the storm, who was the very first mañ to 
į propose the annexation of Texas, as one of the very earliest 
“measures of his Administration after he was made President. 
Yes, Mr. President, Mr. John. Quincy Adams had hardly as- 
ended. the Presidential chair before he assiduously addressed 
himself to the task of repairing the injury inflicted upon the 
eountry by the treaty of 1819, in the making of which it has 
z keen sincè understood he was the reluctant agent. As Secre- 
tary of State, in 1819, he negotiated the treaty of transfer; as 
President of the United States, in 1924, he instituted a negotia- 
:ition for the reannexation. Through his Secretary of State 
Mr, Clay, (whose name heretofore has been always connected 


` with opposition to the cession, and with advocacy of reannexa- _ 


«tion of Texas, and whom I should be glad to” find standing on 
the same ground now that he octupied from 1819 to 1829,) the 
President instructed Mr. Poinsett, then minister to Mexico, to 
‘open atouce and vigoronsly urge a negotiation for the reacquisi- 
tion Of Texas, and the re-establishmentof the southwest line of 
the United States at the Rio Grande del Norte. The Secretary 
urged it upon the envoy, asa matter of the deepest interest to the 
country, and the highest policy of the Government. The 
advantages are elaborately and zealousty set forth; and al- 
though the country at that time iaboréd under a large debt, 
the envoy was authorized to offer five millions for the acquisi- 
tion. Tts greatly to be lamented that the joint efforts-of Mr. 
Adams, Me. Clay, and Mr. Pomsett, failed upon this occasion, 
əs the joint efforts of General Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr. 
Poinsett, did upon'a subsequent occasion, when the proposition 
was renewed, or rather continued, under a new Administration. 

: From. the beginning to the end of his Administration, Mr. 
Adams kept steadily in view this important measure; and when 
his successor came in, asit Was supposed, with opinions differ- 
ing on. ali points, and with promises and pledges of all sorts of 
shanges, amidst the ponora bouleversement of all that had been 
‘done or attempted, this measure alone was held sacred; it was 
adopted as it stood upon the record, and urged with the charac- 
teristic en rgy of the man who felt, and truly felt, that he was 
Hot so much the functionary of a Constitutional Government, 
„as the representative of the Democracy of this country, as Na- 
poleon had ‘been of thatof France. Jackson, Van Buren, and 

oingett, took the place of Adams, Clay, and Poinsett, but push- 

ed on the negotiation. How or why it failed, it were useless now 
toinquire. Whether it was lost sight of amongst the vulgar and 
paltry controversies of Scotinos and Yorkinos, or postponed by 

¿© the massacres and plundering of the suceado, cr suspended by 
he ceaseless revolutions ofthat fated country, is now of no con- 
sequence... This is certain, that President Jackson never lost 

„sight of it, and that he continued to look’to its-accomplishment 

as one of the greatest. events of his Administration, to the mo- 
ment when the title of Mexico was extinguished forever by the 
battle of San Jacinto. f 

And the object, sir, was well worthy of the solicitude ofa pa- 
triot statesman, for the country lost to us by the fatal treaty of 
1819 is one of the finest upon the whole earth. Its beautiful 
prairies expand beneath as genial a climate as ever blessed the 
milder latitudes of the temperate zone; and, rising with a gen- 
tle slope from the Gulftowards the north, present the appear- 
-ance of a vast lawn, interspersed with streams and woodland. 
No heavy forests encumber its surface, and present obstacles 
to ita settlement; no barren wastes of sand disfigure it; no 
marshy swamps mar its atmosphere with unhealthy exhala. 
tions. Under.a sun which ripens the sugar cane and coffee, the 
surface is as.green as. New England; and it is as exempt from 

. disease.as any portion of the valley of the Mississippi. It is in- 
. tersected at short distances by jarge rivers, which form Lays 
and- estuaries along the Gulf coast, eminently fitted for com- 
merce. Under the quickening influences of our policy and 
‘our people, this fine tract of country, doomed to bean eternal 
waste if possessed by the Mexicans or Camanches, will spring 

. into a glorious and vigorous existence. Its fields willteem with 
‘the richest productions of the earth; its rivers will bear down 

< 'to what should always be considered in the policy of this Go- 

vernment as our sea (mare nostrum) an urhounded produce, 
toenhance the navigation of the Northern States, while an in- 
créasing population augments the demand for their manufac- 
tures, : š 

But the boundary line established by the treaty of 1819 not 
only deprives us of this extensive and fertile territory, but 
winds with “a deep indent” upon the valley of the Mississippi 
itself, running upon the Red river and the Arkansas Tt places 
a foreign nation in the rear of our Mississippi settlements, and 
brings it within a stone’s throw of that great outlet which dis- 
charges the commerce of half the Union. The mouth of the 
Sabine and the mioush of the Mississippi are of a dangerous vi- 
cinity. The great object of the purchase of Louisiana was to 
remove all possible interference of foreign States in the vast 
commerce of the outlet of so many States. By the cession of 
Texas, this policy was, to a certain extent, compromised. 

On. this subject, Mr. Van Buren, in his instructions to Mr, 
Poinsett, holds the following language: , 

“The Jine proposed as the one most desirable to us would 
constitute a most natural separatio. of the resources of thetwo 
nations. It is the centre of a country uninhabitable on the Gulf; 
and on the mountains, so difficult of access, and so poor, as to 
furnish no: inducements for a land intercourse; and, of course, 
no theatre for those differences that are almest inseparable from 

~g neighborhood of commercial interests. It corresponds with 
the. habitual feelings of- the people of Mexico, and with the 
avowed policy of the Mexican Government, by causing a wide 
-separation and difficulties of intercourse between the inhabi- 

: „tants ofthe two countries, by preventing those excitements 
-and bickerings invariably produced by the contiguous operation 

„vof conflicting laws, habits, and interests. The commercial es- 
tablishment which would. be: forthwith made at the Neuces, 
and-in-its vicinity, would: enable us to preserve, ina great de- 
gree, the. morals of the. inhabitants of both sides, by the pre- 

<4 vention of smuggling; and. the Mexican Government, by thus 

. respecting the real interests of the United States, without aciual 

“prejudice to its.own, would afford. the strongest evidence of 

“that: spirit.oifriendsnip . by which the United States have al- 
-~ wáåys been influenced towards it; and which should ever cha- 
<< pantetize the conduct of neighboring. Republics.” 

. Lhave.thus,, Mr. President, shown that the territory of Texas 
& constitutionatity of ite alienation is at least 
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Annexation of Tetas—Mr. Preston. 


dowbtfi!; and that its re-annexation is desirable. 


ied adver acti tas Taised varst it; and fortunately, 

these are p awa distinct and imposing form, in the 
report ©) u committee of the House of. Representatives of 

~- Massachusetts, now in session. I approach with due deference, ` 
sir, whatever comes from the functionaries of that great Com- 
monwealth; (for, although i think her opinions and policy have 
not been exetnpt from serious mistakes.and errors, still, fram 
the time of her Hancocks and Adamises, she has prosecuted-her 
purposes with à firriness and inteligence-certainly not-sur- 
passed by any State in the Union.) She hasat all times been 
fertile in-great men. She has always had. the consideration 
abroad, and that self-cofidence, (a. main source of strength,) 
that result from a glorious past; and these advantages, com: 
bined with her superior magnitude and Wealth, have constitut- 
ed her the head and leader of New England. Whatshe says 
and does is therefore entitléd to the frais consideration, and 
this is the more especially demanded at my .hands by the tem- 
perate and courteous manner in which the committee has done 
me the honor to treat me and the resolution which is now the 
subject of our deliberations. 

The report says: X TEA 

“The committee do not believe that any power exists in any 
branch of this Government, or in all of them united, to consent 
to such a union, (viż. with the sovereign state of Texas,) nor, 
indeed, does such authority pertam, as an incident of sove- 
reignty, or otherwise, to the Government, however absolute, of 
any nation.”? ; 

Both these propositions I controvert; and, first, as to the pow- 
ers of this Government. . , 

The commitee, it appears to me, has been, Jed to prroneous 
conclusions on this subject by, a fundameiital mistake as to the 
natore and character of our Government; a mistake which has 
pervaded and perverted all its reasoning, and has for a long 
time becn the abundant source of much practical mischief in 
the actionof this Government, andof very dangerous specula- 
tion. The mistake lies in considering this, asto its nature and 
powers, aconsolidated Government of one people, instead öf á ` 
confederated Government of many States. There is no one 
single act performed by the people of the United States, under 
the Constitution, as oxe people. Even in the popular branch 
of Congress this disti::culionis maintained. A certain number 
of delegates is assigned to each State, and the people of each 
State elect for their own State. When the functionaries of the 
Government assemble here, they have no source of power but 
the Constitution, which prescribes, defines, and limits their ac- 
tion, and constitutes them, in their aggregate capacity, a trust 
or agency, for the performance of Certain duties confided to 
them by various States or communities. This Government 
is, therefore, a confederacy of sovereign Siates, associating 
themselves together for mutual advantages. They originally 
came together as sovereign States, having no authority and pre- 
tending tono power of reciprocal control. North Carolina 
and Rhode Island stood off for a time, refusing to join the Con- 
federacy, and atJength came into it by the exercise ef a sove- 
reign discretion. So too of Missouri, who was a State fully or- 
ganized and perfect, and self-governed, before she was a State 
of this Union; ‘and, in the very nature of things, this has been 
the case with all the States heretofore admitted, and must al- 
ways continue to beso. . Where, then, is the difficulty of ad 
mitting another State into this Confederacy? The power to ad- 
mit new States is expressly given. “New States may be admit- 
ted by the Congress into this Union.” By the very terms of the 
grant, they must be States before they are admitted; when ad- 
mitted, they become States of the Union. The terms, restric- 
tions, and principles upon wliich new States are to be received, 
are matters to be regulated by Congress, under the Constitution. 

‘he power conferred by the Constitution upon Congress is 
not to create, but to admit, new States. The States create 
themselves; Missouri and Michigan did so, and exercised all 
the functions of self-government, while Congress deliberated 
whether they should be admitted. In the mean time, the terri- 
torial organization was abrogated, and the laws.of Congress 
superseded; and if Congress declined to admit them, they, of 
necessity, remained foreign and independent States, 

Heretofore, in the acquisition of Louisiana and Florida, 
France and Spain both stipulated that the inhabitants of the 
ceded Territories should be incorporated in the Union of the 
United States as soon as may be consistent with the principles 
of the Federal Constitution, and admitted to all the privileges, 
rights, and immunities of the citizens of the United States. In 
compliance with this stipulation, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mis- 
souri have been admitted into the Union, and at no distant day 
Florida will be. Nowif we contract with France and Spain 
for the admission of States, why shall we not with Texas? If 
France can sell to us her subjects and her territory, why can- 
not the People of Texas give themselves and their territory to 
us? Is it more consistent with our republican notions that men 
and territory can be transferred by the arbitrary will of a mon- 
arch, fora price, than that a free people may he associated 
with us by mutual consent? Can we buy, or, according to the 
report of the Massachusetts committee, conquer, and yet not 
enter into an amicable agreement to effect the same object, in 
pursuance of the ascertained will of all parties concerned? 
There is some display of learning, in the report, to show that 
conquest can effect what consent cannot. Not so. War itself 
is but a mode of argument—ultima ratio; conquest is an en- 
forced consent. Ft does not terminate in actual physical 
restraint, permanently applied, but in the assent of the conquer- 
ed party that submission is preferable to further resistance. A 
State or a people incorporated with another by such means has 
come to the conclusion that union is better than the calamities 
of war, Why cannot the same State come to the conclusion 
that union is better than other calamities to which it is exposed, 
or of itself promises benefits greater than those resuiting from 
a separate existence? 

It is supposed that there is a sort of political impossibility, 
resulting fromthe nature of things, to effect the proposed union? 
The committee says that ‘the measure isin fact the union of 
two independent Governments.” Certainly the union of twen- 
ty-seven “independent Governments;” but the committee adds, 
that it should rather be termed the dissolution of both, and the 
formation of a new one, which, whether founded on the same 
or another written Constitution, is, aslo its identity, different 
from either. This can only be effected by the simmum jus, &c, 

A fall answer to this objection, even if many others. were not 
ai hand, as far as Texas is concerned, is contained in the fact 
that the summum jas has been exercised. ~ i 

Her citizens, by a unanimous vote, have üecided-in favor of - 
amexation; and, according to the admission ef the committee, 
this is sufficiently potent to dissolve their Government, and to 
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surrender themselves.to be absorbed by ours. .Ta rec 
augmentation of our territory and: population, manifest 
not dissolve this Government, ot evenremodel it. Its ide: 
is not disturbed... There.is no appeal necessary to the. sw 
gus populi for such a. political arrangemehit on pur pan. 
ifthe summurh jus populi could. be: predicãted of this: Gover: 
ment, which it cannot. . Now, it is: Very obvious that~two free 
States may associate for common purposes, and that these com: 
«mon purposes may be multiplied in number or increased ini 
portance at the discretion of the parties... They imay ‘establish 
a common agency for the transaction of their business}: and 
this may include a portion or.all of their : poudi al: functions 
The new creation may be, an agency if crelted: by States or 
Goverdment if created by the people: forthe ‘people ‘havea 
right to abolish and create Governments. . Does any one doubt 
whether Texas could rejoin the Republic of Mexico?’ Why 
not, then, rejoin this Republic? ` fA eek 
No one doubts that the States now composing this Union 
might have joined Great Britain after the declaration of indepen: 
dence. The learned committee’ would not contend .that there 
was a political impossibility in the Union of Scotlaiid and Eng. 
Tand, èr of Ireland and Britain; or that, inthe nature of things, 
it would be impossible for Louisiana, if she were a sovereign 
State out of this Union, to join with the sovereign State of fexas 
in forming a new Government. oe Pade. 
There is no point of view in which the proposition for annex, 
ation can be considered, that any serious, obstacle. in, point of 
forin presents itself, If this Government be 4 confederation of 
States, then it is propaded to add another State to the Confede- 
racy. ifthis Government bea consolidation, then itis proposed to 
add to it additional territory and population, That we can antiex, 
and afterwards admit, the cases of Florida and Lousiana prove. 
We can, therefore, deal with the people of Texas for the Terri- 
tory of Texas, and the people can be secured in the rights and 
privileges of the Constitution, as were the subjects of Spain dit 


France. | Poe : , 

Só much for the formal difficulties. I.now approach those 
which have exercised a more decisive influence over that por- 
tion of the Union which is offering a determined opposition to 
this measure. . E bat ee 

The Massachusetts committee experience much difficulty in 
ascertaining the mode of action by which the proposed’ abnead- 
tion can be effected, and demand “in what: form would bé the 
practical exercise of the supposed power? In what department 
does it lie?’ The progress of events already, in a great mea- 
sure, answers this objection. ‘Texas has taken the initiative. 
Her minister has introduced the subject to that Department 
which is alone capable of receiving communications from fo 
reign Governments, and the Executive has submitted the cor- 
resp.ondence to Congress. The resolutions before you propost 
an expression of opinion by Congress, which, if made, the Exe: 
cutive wijl doubtless address itselfearnestly, in conjun¢tion with 
the authorities of Texas, to the consummation of the joint 
wishes of the parties, which can be accomplished by treaty, 
emanating from one department of this Government, to be car- 
ried into effect by the passage of all needful laws by the legisla: 
tive department, and by the exercise of the express power of 
Congress to admit new States. . 

1 am aware, Mr. President, of the full extent and of the de- 
cided character of the opposition which this measure encoun- 
ters ina jarge section of the Union. A vast number of remon- 
.strances, memorials, and petitions, with countless signatures, 
have been presented, characterized in almost every instance by 
a very excited temper. Several of the most respectable State: 
too have solemnly adjured Congress to derline my propose 
measure. Vermont Jed‘the way, ina violent. and denunciatory 
paper. The populous State of Ohio followed in such ‘determin. 
ed hostility that. her Legislature has volunteered a:.denial of 
the constitutionality of that acquisition which affords the outlet 
to her commerce. The gravity and dignity of Massachusetts 
have been enlisted-to the same end; and, in short, all the North- 
ern and Middle States, in one form or other, have urged ob- 
jections upon us. If the views of so large and respectable a 
portion of the country be determined by broad reasons of gene- 
ral policy, conceived in a spirit of patriotism, and ‘embracing 
the various interests of the whole Union in a just and equal 
consideration, they would come recommended to us by a very 
weighty authority; but, on the other hand, if this joint moves 
ment bea combination, conceived in a spirit of hostility to- 
wards one section, and for the purpose of aggrandizing the po- 
litical power of another, then both the purpose and temper in 
which it is conceived constitute an irresistible reason, on the 
part of all who value this Union, for urging and consummating 
this measure, 

Stripped of all circumlocution, the proposition is this. We 
are hostile to. the iostitutions of the South, and propose their 
destruction; we have a predominating power, daily increasing, 
over that section; and we do not intend that it shall put itself in 
a condition to resist our power, when we may choose to exercise 
it. Iputit tc every candid man, whéther. this is not the just 
interpretation, the sum and substance, of the proceedings in 
Massachusetis and Ohio, and of all those numerous: petitions 
which have been presented from the non-slaveholding States. 
I do not now speak of that wild and blind fanaticism, or. still 
blinder cant, which infects the public mind on this subject; and 
which even in this country has (I say it with shame and sorrow) 
received an impulse from that impersonation of the blackguard- 
ism of Europe, Mr. O’Connell; but 1 speak of the grave lan- 
guage of distinguished men, and the dignified proceedings of 
legislative bodies; and when the South finds in these a question 
of political power raised against her, coupled with, or rather- 
founded upon, an objection to her social institutions, she ought; 
she must, make up her mind to give up those institutions, or t6 
demand a guaranty for them. The question of her existence 
is forced upon her, and if you will not consent to adopt some 
measure to protect her, (and I confess that I see nothing but 
what. I now propose,) it will be her duty by her own action to 
provide for her own safety. : $ 

It cannot fail to make a deep and mournful impression upon 
the South, that the opposition to the proposed measure is con- 
temperaneous with the recent excitement on the aubject of 
abolition. All men, of all parties, from all sections, in and out 
of office, Mr. Adams most conspicuous amongst them, desired 
the acquisition of Texas until the ¢lamdrous interference in the 
affairs of the South was caught up ‘in New England, from Old 
England. Then for thefirst time objections are made to this 
measure; then: these very statesmen who. were anxious to 
make the acquisition: of Texas their glory, found out that it 
would subvert the Constitution. and. ruin the country. We of 
the South, Mr. President, bear with. soch. composure asiwe 
may the pious horror and self-righteous indiguation with which 
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many of our brethren speculate upon us; but it is a different 
affair, when ignoraut and impertinent denunciators Yise up and 
demand the control of the policy of.this Goyernment., You.are 
called upon to declaré that the Southern portion ef your Con- 
federacy, by reason of certain domestic institutions, in the 
judgment of your petitioners wicked and detestable, is to be 
excluded from some part of the political benefits of this Govern- 
ment. ‘The assumption is equally insulting to the feelings and 
derogatory to the constitutional rights of the South. [tis an 
arrogant pretension to superiority on one side, and denunciation 
of inferiority on the other; which, if sanctioned by Congress, 
either by assuming it as the reason of legislating, or of refusing 
to legislate, makes us at once two people, two races, a superior 
and an inferior. We neither can nor ought—I say it, Mr. Pre- 
sident, in no light mood or wrong temper—we neither. can nor 
ought to continue in political union on such terms. 

But, Mr. President, wrong, and dangerous, and subversive of 
our institutions as these positions are, they have their origin 
rather in the apprehensions of those who urge them than in 
actually existing facts. The Massachusetts report àsseris that, 
at the institution of this Government, the predominance of po- 
litical power was in the non-slavehoiding States, and that the 
xepreseniation of the three-fifths was allowedin a spirit of com 
promise, to make an approximation towards equality. T believe, 
sir, that the committee is mistaken in its view of the facts. or 
those who made the Constitution, and of those who satin the 
first Congress, two-thirds were slaveholders. Excluding Penn- 
sylvania, where slavery never existed, and the New England 
States, in some of which slavery existed to a small extent at 
tie time of the adoption of the Constitution, the slaveho!ding 
B ates represented in the first Congress, according to provisions 
of the Constitution, were— 


New York , - 6 New Hampshire - - 3 
New Jersey - -~ 4 Massachusetts - - 8 
Delaware - - <- 1 Rhode Island - Ard 
Maryland - + 6 Connecticut - >. i5 
Virginia - - - 10 Pennsylvania - - 8 
North Carolina - - 5 Vermont >» ` - 2 
South Carolina - =” — 
Georgia - : - 8 Non-slaveholding + 27 
Kentucky - = 2 
Slavehaiding - 42 
There being nine slaveholding and. six non-slaveholding 


Mates, the Senate stood 15 to 12, 
By the apportionment under the first census, the represen- 
tatives stood thus: 


New York - - 10 New Hampshire - - 4 
New Jersey ` - 5 Massachusetts - -M 
Delaware . ~ l Rhode Island - bra 
Maryland - - 8 Conuecticut - - 
Virginja - - - 19 Pennsylvania - - B 
North Carolina - - 10 Vermont - - 2 
South Carolina - - 6 — 
Gcorgia - . 7 2 42 
Kentucky | à ar 
Tennessee : - ol 
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and the Senators 20 to 12, 

Thus, itappears that, at the adoption of the Constitution, the 
slaveholding interes: predominated; and that, therelore, the 
idea of the committee, that. the growth of the South should be 
prevented for the purpose of preserving the original balance of 
the Constitution, is wholly erroneous. : 

And now, Mr. President, turn your attention fer a moment to 
the present relative condition of the sections, 

New York, New Jersey, and Delaware now belong to the 
non-slavenolding section From the bounty of Virginia, Ohio, 
Tiana, Ilinois, and Michigan, have been added to that inte- 
resi; and Wisconsin is making up with rapid steps to iake her 
station abreast of the States. — At this moment the non-slave- 
holding States have in the House of Representatives 143 mem- 

< bers out 0/210, a majority of one-sixth; anda majority of 4 Se- 
rs in this body: and then, My. President, when we look for- 
to the next census, New York, with her two and a half 
aus; Ohio, with her two mations; Indiana, with her seven 
hundred thousand; Unois, Michigan, and the rest; where, sir, 
+ wiii be the South th Where the balance of the Constitution? 

Virginia gave to the non-slaveholding Siates the populous 
Northwest, for their growth and expansion. They have by 
law and treaty secured to themselves, and denied to us, all above 
the parallel of 36 deg. 30 min. from the Mississippi to the Pa- 
cific, a vastand fertile region, larger than revolutionary Ameri- 
Cg; destined to receive the emigratton from the teeming bosom 
ofthe North, swollen by the annual importation of neariy one 
hundred thousand foreigners. While, by treaty, we were de- 
prived ofall west of the Sabine, and by law of north of 36 deg, 
30 min. they have kept open for themselves all the interior 
world of the Upper Missouri and Mississippi, al} the prairies 
and mountains of the central West, ali the valley of the Co’um- 
bia, and coast of the Pacific; and with this rich and boundless 
inheritance, with their own noble country, and with what the 
reckless munificence af Virginia endowed them, is it according 
to the spiricin which the Constitution was conceived, is it in a 
spirit of kindness, is itjust, is it notan outrage, that the ques- 
tion af political power is raised against us? 

- Noone wiil venture to say that, if the South extends herself 
- to the Rio Grande, she can, under any circumstances, contain a 
population equal to that of the non-slaveholding States. In the 
other branch of Congress we can never expect an approach to 
equality. The sceptre has passed from us, and forever. 
Whether it has been rightly wielded, let the growth and power 
of this country answer. All that is now left us is to protect our- 
selves. Ali that we want is some reasonable check upon anac- 
knowledged power; some approach ta equipoise in this cham- 
ber. It resnlis trom the nature of things; and all our history 
shows that both the interest and inclination of the South is to 
restrain as far as possible the action of this Government. We 
never require any thing from it. Ours is the let us-alone 
policy. Ail we wish is not to suffer aggression. A? the power 
we covet is the power to resist incursions. And this much, sir, 
you must allow tous, The groundupon which non-slavehold 
ing S'ates and communities put their claim to political supre- 
macy iaar insull to us.. The claim itself isan aggression, and 
the avowed purposes for which jt is to be used are hostile and 
, deatrxative. Beals 

And, Mr. Presicent, but-for ine great respect which Ihave for 
he States which have taken ground on this subject, I should be 
disposed-to. suspect that the idea of checking the extension of 

- domestic-glavery was but a hollow and hypocritical pretext, to 
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cover political designs, The slaveholding population and the 
slayehélding political communities may be multiplied by the 
proposed acquisition of territory; but-F do not see that slavery 
or the number of slaves cin bs increased by it.. Under the 
mild condition of Southern. slavery, the negro popuiation in- 
Creases at a greater ratio than that of the whites throughout the 
Union, augmented as the latier is by the accession of foreigners. 
To this naiura} increase, your laws, making the introduction of 
slavesa felony, forbid any addition. Extend the territory as 
you may, you. can only have those you now have, and their 
natural Increase. They may be diffused over a wider surface, 
intermingled with a larger “free population, but not one addi- 
tional slave can be made. Nay, Mr. President, this annexation 
will produce the precise opposite result. It will prevent the 
Increase of slaves, z f 

Itis well known that it has tasked the vigilance and power 
of this Government to enforte the laws to which I have justal- 
luded, against the temptation of the vast profit which would 
reward the introduction of slaves; and itis also known that the 
combined energies of the civilized Powers of the world have 
not yet succeeded in putting an end to the slave trade which 
continues to supply the West Indies with African slaves. Our 
laws, sustained hy our public opinion and enforced by our 
power, would no doubt prevent the possibility of the further in- 
troduction of negroes. But none of these checks will operate 
with the same force upon Texas, her extended coast, watched 
by a small navy; her uninhabited territory, subject to a neces- 
sarily inefficient police, aflord facilities for the introduction of 
negroes, while, om the other hand, the temptation to introduce 
them will be greater than any other portion of this ‘continent 
hasever been exposed to; nor, sii, will the proposed annexation 
deteriorate the condition of the slaves now held in bondage, 
Suoh as would be transferred to Texas would be placed 
in a more healthy climate, a more fertile soil; they 
would be less crowded together in large - masses, and 
from the enhanced value of their labor, enlist a more intense 
interest on the part of their owners to attend to their wants and 
necessities, These remarks, I make Mr. President, to show 
how blind and mistaken is that humanity which has permitted 
itself to be enlisted against this measure. How narrow it also 
is, let me briefly illustrate. It is obvious that, if our laws, 
institutions, spirit of enterprise, and habits of order, were ex- 
tended over that region, and sustained by the vigor of ovr Go- 
vernment, it would rapidly become the seat of civilization and 
religion. The waste of useless fertility would be subjected toa 
vigorous culture, towns wauld spring up, churches be built, and, 
in the place of the wild Caddoes and Camanches, would appear 
a race of men rapidly fulfilling the high destiny of civilized 
man. 

it is against that spirit of aggrandizement and recklessness 
which is, in the prosecution of its mad career, blind to such obvi- 
ous considerations as these. It igagainst that self-righteous ar- 
rogance which scorns and would chastise in others every thing 
different from itself, It is against that prurient and drunken 
philanthropy, more to be dreaded as a madness than to he piti- 
ed as a disease, which menaces the destruction of the Union, 
and a portion of it with massacre and burning, andali the name. 
Jess horrors ofa servile war. Fi is agwinst the perpetual and 
irritating agitation of bitter and unprofitable topics, which can- 
not come to good, that this measure is intended to provice. I 
wish no power for the South but enough to pretect herself; no 
boon but to be let atone; no influence here but enough to check 
in this body the mad caprices of unbridled power. ¥ expect a 
majority in neither branch of the Government. In the popular 
branch we are destined to a hopeless ininerity. Here we must 
be strong enough to be heard, to be felt, to be able to check, to be 
able to insist upon deliberation. 

We stand entirely on the defensive; we desire safety, not pow- 
er, and we must have it, I know of no mode so easy, so direct, 
and so efficacious, as this which I propose. Give us safety and 
repose, by doing now what all your most trusted and distin- 
guished statesinen have been so long anxioustodo. Give them 
to us, by restoring what you wantonly and unconstitutionally 
deprived us of. Grant us this just and humble boon, by’repair- 
ing the violated integrity of your territory, by augmenting your 
wealth and power, Sy extending the empire ofl liberty 2 
christianity. Give itto us, and you will accomplish that “w 
is the greatest interest of every trues American, the consolida- 
tion of our Union, in which is involved our prosperity, felicity, 
safety—perhaps our national existence.’ Mr. President, with 
these words of Washington I conclude. 
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Or TENNESSEE, 

Inthe House of Representatives, Thursday, May 31,1838.— 
When Mr. Turney had concluded his speech upon the bill 
making appropriations for the suppression aud prevention of 
Indian hostilities— 

Mr. BELL instantly rose, and spokeas follows: 

Mi.Chairman: I hope the commitiee wili indulge me in reply- 
ing to the wanton and unprovoked attack of my colleague. I 
am astonished atthe course of my colleague. His whole speech 
has been a studied personal attack upon me. He has, without 
the slightest provocation on my part, made an an assault, dic- 
tated throughout by cold and deliberate malice and vindic. 
tiveness. 

My colleague commenced his remarks by informing the com- 
mittee that he was the only member of the Tesuessce delega- 
tion, of his side in politics, who was in the habit of public 
speaking; andthat it therefore became his duty to reply to the 
speech Thad made on the subject under debate. I take leave to 
inform my colleague that he is mistaken. He is not the only 
speaking member of those whose deputy-orator he has con- 
sented to become. There is another member of the Tennessce 
delegation, of the same politics with himself, who is far more 
distinguished, and at least as able as himse}f—a member who is 
in the habit of personal speaking, and who is entitled to the 
same privilege of débate upon this floor, and at this time, that 
any other member enjoys. 

My colleague prefaced his personal aitack upon me with ane- 
ther remarkable statement. He said that for me, personally, 
he had no ether than kind feelings. This was a}tozether a cra. 
tuitous declaration on his part. have neitier courted his 
friendship nor his kind feelings. But I may-say ihat, so far as 
personal courtesy and civility may ge, I have deserved his kind 
feelings. My. colleague’s residence and my own, in Tennessee, 
ate separated by a considerable disiance. I have never. been as- 
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sociated with him in any public body before we met.up 
floor; nor have 1 either seen or known much of him in private 
life. What I atany timechave'heard others say of him, didfiot 
seem to preclude those civilities which it is convenient-to-ex: 
tend to d.colleague, and which are ordinarily due to-a gentleman 
on this floor: I have, therefore, been aniformly courteous to 
him. But my colleague had no sooner mads, this profession of 
kind feeling, than he entered upon ‘an arranged and. prema His 
tated personal attack upon my whole course:: Te, must havs 
been evident ‘to all-who heard him, from the materials he ‘had 
at command, and the manner in ‘which they were get forth; that 
he enjoyed the benefit of the counsel and experience'of others 
better versed in the history. and polities - of the times; -andthat 
those parts of hisspeech which didnot arise naturally out of the 
preceding discussion, had been carefully concocted and laid “a 
for some suitable occasion for bringing them forth; But I witl 
do my colleague the credit to<say, thai it isnot. bis-own gall 
“which.he has ventéd against the upon this occasion. He can- 
not have any malignant feeling to gratify against me; ndr, oh thy 
other hand, can I entertain any feeling of resentment against, 
him, though I cannot have any respect for him. > Ie has bë- 
come a voluntary scavenger for other men’s uses. | He has 
shown himself the fit and-apt condvit for the discharge, upon 
this floor, of ‘the hoarded and accumulated malice and vindice- 
tiveness of others. I know the source of this atiack, and ihe 
men by whose’ prompting my colleague speaks, 1 refer to two 
other colleagues of mine, one in another body, in the other end 
of the Capitol, and the other a member of this House. ‘They 
are both thé intimate associates of my colleague before me. “I 
have known them both long and well, both in publié and inpri: 
vate life, and I have ever found them alike destitute of private 
honor.and public principle. Their hypocrisy, their malignity; 
and their treachery towards me, arë well understood. . They 
have long sought to traduce my. character through. other chán: 
nels;. but they have never dared to meet me to my face, here or 
elsewhere, with their charges. ‘What I have here. said of them 
I have often said before. I have denounced their conduct to- 
wards me, heretofore, upon this floor. : I have repeatedly de- 
nounced them.at, home, in public assemblies of the. people, 
among their own neighbors, In their own vicinity, and where 
they had repeated opportunities to make their charges openly, 
and when I could reply to them, but they never had the.dourage 
todo so. They never dared to meet me. These are the authors 
of the present attack upon me. - But I repeat that I can enter- 
tain no feelings of resentment or revenge against my colleagne 
before me. - In the part he-has acted here, I regard him as thë 
mere instrament of other men’s.malice—a. tool of tools. 

[Mr. TurNEY, who occupied a seat immediatel dn front of 
Mr. Bext, rose from his seat, and turning round to im, said: ‘Gt 
is false, the statement is false, and my colleague. knows it:to ‘be 
s0.” Mr, Bens instantly struck him with his hand, and some 
disorder ensuing, the SPEAKER took the chair.. After order waa 
restored, and several ineffectual motions having been. made to 
adjourn, or to have the quarrel adjusted, a resolution was 
moved that the parties should apologize to the House; and, be- 
fore it was decided, Mr. Bun, and then Mr. Turney, volunta- 
vily made an apology. The House again resolved itsel! into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and Mr, 
Bez resumed his speech, as follows.] 

Mr, Chairman: After the time which has already been occu- 
pied in discussing the measure under consideration, when so 
much anxiety prevails to bring it toa close, and particularly 
afier that anxiety has been so earnestly expressed. by some of 
my own political friends, I would not think of trespassing 
further upon the indulgence of the committee, did 1 not feel that 
it was due to the friends with whom I have so long acted, here 
and elsewhere; that it is dve to the principles which I profess, 
and which I have uniformly supported on this floor; and, abeve 
all. (hat itis due to my own feelings and to my own honor, that 
I should answer the various charges which my colleague has 
thonght proper to urge against me as an individual, This I 
propose to do in a manner perfeciy in order, perfectly respect- 
ful to the commirtee, and becoming to myself. I also proposeto 
take notice ofall the material points and allegations of my col-. 
league, in the order in which he made them. 

The first of these which [deem material, is that for the ap- 
entof ihe numerous officers and agents employed in the 
emigration of the Indian tribes and in ihe execution of. the Ya- 
rious Iadian treaties, without authority of law, which I had 
charged against the Jate and present Administrations, I am. the 
responsible person; that it was the duty of Congress. to have 
corrected the evil ; and that, as I was the head of the Indian 
committee, I am chiefly answerable for the neglect: of 
this duty; I am, at last, the individwal who is guilty 
of the offences which I bad attempted to fasten -apon 
the party in powcr. : The same charge was made,- in sub- 
stance, agaist me by the gentleman from. Michigan, who 
now stands over the way, {Mr. Crary,] with this addition: that, 
for all the abuses which exis: inthe indian Department, if any, 
Tam more responsible than any other persca. -That gentleman 
called for the reports upon abuses which I have made as chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs~for the bills, or mea- 
sures, Which I had brought forward to correct them. He. was: 
also, pleased to say that I had great influence upon these: sub- 
jects, and, by giving proper attention, could have carried. any. 
measures which were proper to be adopted in order.to. correct 
abuses. In this Ibeg to say that the gentleman’ was quite too 
Aind tome. But, without going into the question. of what] 
+ught to have done, Ishould like to be informed by the honora- 
ble gentleman how I, or Congress cither, could have put amend 
to ihe abuses of which] have complained. Lhave nob:com- 
plained of defects in the laws or in the Constitution... Some 
greatand wise man (f now forget who) has said that, after ‘all 
the controversy which has existed, after all the piemens rebel- 
lions, and revolutiens which have filled the world,.and-after all 
the blood that has been shed in establishing and defending: par- 
ticwar forms of government, at last “that government is best 
whichis best administercd;”’ and in one sense, and thata most 
important one, the saying istrue. Many of the ablest writers 
in favor of republican forms of government admit that @ mo- 
harchy with a prince at its head, intelligent, virtuous and able, 
would combine greater advantages in promoting the peace, bap- 
piness and prosperity of the people, ihan any other form of 
goverrment, Sucha prince would preserve peace,- do justice, 


and protect the rights and interests of his people, in despite-of 
bad laws; whileno form of government can secure the same 
great interests of a people, with the aidof the most perfect-code’ 
of Jaws that ever was lormed, if the chief magistrate—the chief 
administrator of such a-government—is incompetent, negligent, 
or unfaithful to his trust... The great and ‘decisive objection to... 
a monarchy is, that however the people may be blessed. in one 
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ganëration; òt for a short time, witha just, ; aiid patriouc 
¥ they have nosecurity. that hie sůccessór may nöt prove 
a {oot OF & tyrant. Our form ‘of government proposes to cor: 
fect this evil, to sectire a perpetilal succession of wise and vir- 
he eer through frequent elections. by the people. But 
Will Tsay, as I have often heretofore maintained on this- floor, 
thatiall the evils of the worst form of government that now ex- 
ists among ‘civilized’ nations may be visited on this people, 
‘when we choose to elevate to thé highest executive trusis men 
who are destitute either of the proper skill and talents, or, what 
is still mote important than talents, of patriotic purposes and 
prhiciples.. In this country, and under our form of govern- 
ment, the abuse of the appointing power alone is sufficient to 
render the best laws 'äbortive and to destroy the efficiency. of 
any branch of. thé public service. Syne p 

“ What signifies it what Taws we have, or what we might-have 
passed, tö provide forthe proper execution of the various du- 
ties assigned to’subordinate officéts connected with the Indian 
wervice; if; after all, the President will fill the offices with 
Worthless and, incompetent. partisans? with men whe take of- 
fice, and are appointed to office, rather that they may pro- 
fit, by their offices, than that the country. may profit by their 
services. Depend upon it, sir, if the head is-wrong, the whole 
system will go wrong, and fall into disorder. Let-me illustrate 
this position by referring to the judicial tribunals of the country. 
Of what'avail are good laws when the judge who administers 
themis either. corrupt or incompetent? Another illustration 
was whispered to me hy a friend sitting sear me, when this 
strange argument was urged by the gentleman from Michigan. 
If'your laws be ever so strict and guarded for the security of 
orphans’ estates, yet, if the judge who appoints the guardian is 
unfaithful, and will appoint a dishonest knave and take insuf- 
ficient stretics, what will prevent the estate from being squan- 
déred, and the orphans from beggary ? g 
‘Büt to test the argument of my colleague, and especially 
that'ofthe gentleman from Michigan, further on this point, I 
will put.the case of the Florida war, in the conduct of which I 
have complained there have been the greatest abuses and the 
-most unparalleled waste of the. public treasure. Does the 
gentleman from Michigan mean to say—but I know he has too 
much godd sénse to entertain the idea—that, by proper attention 
to our ‘duties in Congress, we could by Jaw have prevented 
these abuses; this extravagance? Does the gentleman_mean 
that Congress could have passed. a law forbidding the Execu- 
tive to call more volunteers or other troops into the field than 
two to every one of the.enemy, or four to one, or six to one? 
And, F believe,’in the iast campaign we had in the field eight or 
ten soldiers for every Indian warrior of the hostile party. Is 
thisthe nature of the legislation which the gentleman from 
Michigan or my colleague thinks might have been effécted, if I 
had done my duty? And if this is not the sort of abuse which 
might have been corrected, I would like to know. what abuses 
he alludes to. For my part, sir, Ihave not found fault with 
the laws. The laws, in the main, relating to this service are 
well enough. As tothe. appointment of numerous public. ofi- 

‘and prescribing annual salaries without authority of law, 
that iš an abuse which has only become striking and enormous 
within'the Jast few years, and during a period when it is noto- 
rious had no. power in this House to correct any abuse which 
tended to’ curb Executive influence. If Congress had even 
Passed laws to prohibit such a practice, the new doctrine as to 
the extent of Executive power aud. discretion under the Con- 
stitution;in the construction and execution of the laws, would 
probably have made them unavailing. 

-Thenext ground of attack assumed by my colleague relates 
to. the effort which was made, near the close of the session of 
1836;:to'havea committee appointed to examine into the frauds 
alleged ty ‘exist. in the execution of the Creek treaty, with 
power to sit during the recess; and to proceed to the scene of 
the:alleged frauds, and there tako the proofs. In my. first 
addtess ‘to the. committee, 1 alluded to, and relied upon the 
failure.cf that attempt, as evidence that Congress itself, or a 
j of rhe: House of Representatives, refused to take ade- 
quate sleps 1o-redress:the complaints’ of the Creek Indians. 
Fchad: also:.contended that the. expensive war in the Creek 

country, andidlt the. other mischiefs which ensued, had been 

the resuit: of: Executive mismanagement or abuse, I showed, 
also,that by. the casting vote of the Speaker of ‘this House, the 
motion: fora: committee to go and examine inte the alleged 

frauds andabuses had been defeated, and that, instead of a 

committee. appointed by the House, the duty of appointing 
commissiotiers: to-examine into them, as well as into the causes 
generally.ofthe way, had, by the act of the Louse, been as- 
signed to the President! Thus the appropriate business of the 

Honse—inquiry into Executive abuses—was transferred to the 
Exécutive: himself, and he was empowered to appoint a com- 
Wissioner to examine into and report upon his own alleged 
delinquency; for. such, in substance, was the nature of that 
proceeding. =- | E , 

| My colleague justifies the conduct of the Fouse in refusiag 
i to'authorize the Indian Committee to sit in the vacation, by 
alleging that the committee weuld have been engaged in elec- 
tioneering—going up and down the country for the purpose 
of producing effect upon the Presidential election. iy col- 

Jeague read from the speeches delivered upon the occasion, to 
show. that such wa the ground taken by those gentlemen who 
opposed the motion. I well remember the arguments used in 
dele ating that proposition, and 1 remember that the expense 
ing out-of the practice of appointing these travellmg com 
toshow the impropriety of adopt- 

f tothe allegation that the 


of the Indian Departmen d “he 
that- we. did not take the firststep towards the inves n 
tha Cre ig the remainder of the session. Hence, 
~ goneliides that my professions are hollow; that my com- 


he investigation of }| urged -by me agèinst the late. President, 


against him. 


ee poe 


ENDIX TỌ THE CONGRESSIONAL Gi 


es—Mr. Bell. 


|} plaints against the House for failing to give power to-examine © 


are unfounded; and that I have raised a. clamor about abuses 
that never existed, or, if they did, that I hað failed to examine 
into them, when [had full power to do so: that, in-short, I was 
the responsible and guilty person in this, as in other like cases. 
peel a substancë of my colleague’s allegations ón this 
point. : ae & 
Now, sir, I beg leave to state that thy tolieagué is wholly 
mistaken in his stdtements Upon this subject. It is true, that 
the Committee on Indian Affairs had power:to examine into all 


- abuses-in that branch of the service as early as January, in 


1836; but it is also equally true that the committee, from that 
time, until they. applied: for power to sit in the recess, were 
most indusiriously and laboriously employed in the business 
assigned to them, -If this statément-be not satisfactory, I call 
upon the members of that committee, who may be present, to 
corroborate, as I know-they will, whati say. Sir, I repeat that 
the committee proceeded,’ with all diligence and solicitude, to 
discharge their duties, as the records of their proceedings will 
show.. The committee, then, had the whole range of abuses in 
every quarter of the country to inquire into. The Creek 


| frauds were least accessible to them, but they proceeded, as far 


as they had the means and the time, to inquire into them. I 
refer those who may be disposed to receive the stalenient of my 
colleage as true, to the files of papers in your clerk’s office, to 
refute it. The Committee on indian Affairs, it is true, did not 
devote their whole time to this business during that session. It 
will be remembered that various questions of great public 
interest and importance were pending before Congress during 
that session. ‘The members of the committee did not think 
proper to neglect those questions, and therefore. they devoted 
such portions of their time only as they could, when the Hause 
was not in session, to tke prosecution of the business before 
the:committee. ‘I trust that I have answered this part of my 
colleague’s attack fully and satisfactorily. 

My colleague next proceeded to notice what had been said by 
me.about the political engineering of the late Administration, 
at à tite when their attention should have been fixed on the 
war then brewing in the Creek country, and the one which was 
raging in Florida. 1 stated that those wars grew out ef the 
neglect and. bad manageinent of the Executive chiefs; that 
when our Indian relations demanded their serious and unre- 
mitted attention, the far greater portion of the care and solici- 
tude of the President was devoted to the bringing in of a suc- 
cessor, and so of mostof his lieutenants. My colleague under. 
took to show that my stetement upon this subject was withcut 
foundation, and that I had done great injustice to the late Pre- 
sident. My colleague went so far as to say that he knew of no 
other interference of the late President with the Jate election 
than the famous Gwin letter. My colleague must know very 
little of the course of the late President in relation to that elec- 
tion, if he supposes that this is the only evidence that exists of 
his interference.(2) 

My colleague cannot have forgotten that the late President 
paid a visit to his State in the summer of 1836. My colleague, 
who sits.on my left, [Mr. Carrer,] has a lively impression of 
that visit; for the President threaded his district, and caused 
him no little trouble and annoyance thereby. But, sir, the Pre- 
sident did not seek to disguise the abject of his visit, so far, at 
least, as a free expression of his views and opinions of the par- 
ties to the then existing’ contest was calculated to disclose his 
intentions, He not only expresséd his views verbally upon the 
subject of the election, ‘but he did not ‘hesitate to put them 
down upon paper, so that there can be no denial or cavil on 
the subject. Toa committee, appointed by a public meeting to 
invite him to partake of the hospitality of the citizens of Shel- 
byville and Bedford county, he denounced those who suppott- 
ed the election of Judge White for seeking to undermine our 
fiee institutions, and declared that their object was to deliver 
the State into the arms of the Federalists, Nullifiers, and new- 
born Whigs. To this statement he subscribed his name, and 
it was soon afterwards published te the world in all the newspa- 
pers in that interest in the State. I quote from memory, but] am 
certain that I am not mistaken in the substance of the charge. 
Many other declarations, of the same nature and equally une- 
quivocal, might be referred to.” But it was not in 1836 only 
that the late President employed himself in advancing the 
cause of the present incumbent of the Executive chair. He 
was devotedly and industriously occupied in the same manner 
in 1835. Iholdin my hand a specimen of one mode of elec- 
tioncering in 1835, which is singular enough to deserve the at- 
tentio# ofthe committee. Itis a copy of a letter written to the 
late William Blount, ex-Governor of Tennessee, and a man of 
great respectability and influence in that State. i 


Extract from General Jacksox’s letter to Gov. BLOUNT, of 
‘ Tennessee, dated May 30, 1835. 


“J would to God that our old friend Judge White would soon 
disentangle himself from the false position that he has been 
placed in by Bell, Crockett, and Co. If he does not, he will 
be politicatly lost, since John Bell has turned a good Whig, and 
put him up as the candidate of the Opposition. I wish he had 
said to the Opposition, when they proposed to make him their 
candidate, what the old Trojan said to the Greeks when they 
offered him the present of the wooden horse—I_ know the 
Greeks, andl despise their gifts; then the Baltimore Convention 
would consider bis claims. 

“The Baltimore Convention will be the largest and most. re- 
spectable deliberative assembly convened in America for a 
great while. Maine, New Hampsbire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ohio, Indiana, Mi 
nois, Missouri, and Kentucky, will send delegates. 

“What a spectacle will Tennessee cut—old Republican Ten- 
nesses alone with the Nullifiers of South Carolina! How I 
am humbied at the thought; and, if] know the Tennesseeans, 
so seon as they recover from their delusion, they will hurl alj 


(1) My colleague discreetly omits, in his printed speech, the 
charge distinctly made in the House, that- the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, although they had power to.examine into the 
imputed frauds as early as January, 1836, failed to take the 
first-step In the examination until the close of ihe session. 

(2) My cofleague has thought proper to suppress, in Fis print- 
ed speech, his tenir in the House that GeneralJackson kad 
electigneered, or otherwise. interfered ‘in “the: Jate election. I 
suppose he means to include this ground of ebjection, often 

at under the head of 
“foul charges,” which, in his printed speech, he alleges I made 


canvassing for 4 seat in this House; as ah 
of the Presidént in relation to the pendini 
andof his own orthodox principles. (8) 
numerous letters of this description, of whict 
ledge, the late President must have consumed-a. 


from various quarters of the State. 


lumnies, I forbear to speak.. It will be sufficient to say, thai 
human malignity could scarce do more in thé work of detrac- 
tion and slander. (4.) Yet, with euch vile and pestilent matter 
was not only my district, but the whole State of. Tennessee, 
flooded, under the sanction of the Presidents name. Notonly 
in my own district, but in every part of the State with which. I 
communicated, every man of supposed influence: and’ inteni- 
gence ap eared to have been supplied: with newspapers: con- 
taining these slanders. eee 
Such were the means, such was a part of the machinery, 
employed to blight the prospects of Judge White and, his sup* 
porters every where, and to elevate the present tenant of the 
Executive mansion; such was the natuie of the plan adopted 
by unprincipled party adherents, to fulfil the prophecy which 
foretold that.General Jackson would be able to crush me and 
the other leaders of the rising opposition to Mr. Van Buren, in 
Tennessee, as with the foot of an elephant; such was one of the 
devices by which my opponents sought to blast my character, 
and with which [ was distinctly menaced before I took my po- 
sition in opposition to the favorite candidate of the Executive. 
I thank God that those efforts to. deprive me of the confidence of 
my fellow citizens signally failed ‘in my own district, arid in 
the State generally. But still, with such industry had these 
calumnies been circulated, (having been sent, by ono hend 
or another, to every sequestered spot, as well as to every 
village and crogs-road,) that they had, in some small dis- 
tricts, so complete a possession of the public “mind, that, 
happening to pass through some of them, it has been “my 
Jot to find myself reputed, by many, as a proiligate and:abuu 
doned wretch, equally undeserving of. private and public 
confidence. But it was not in Tennessee alone that the effects 
of this system of calumny and detraction have been felt. Tn 
sections of the country, where no refutation of mine could.ever 
penetrate, my humble name has been uraduced and calumnia- 
ted by a great central organ established in this place, vader Ex- 
ecutive direction and conwol, and always atthe service of my 
most malignant personal as well as political enemies, What. 
ever their malice suggests there finds a-safe and ready admit- 
tance. ft has frequently been my fot to sitin this House, morti- 
ing after morning, and see members, in adjoining seats, care- 
fully ‘fold up, and send abroad, under the sanction of their 
franks, a newspaper, (the Globe,) coniaining the most scur.i- 
lous and unprincipied imputations: upon. my wetives arid con- 
duct—often grossly misrepresenting-and perverting Mmy-course 
in the House, What may“have teen, or'what may be,:the èf- 
fect ofa great central ergan in this city, acting’ under the di- 
rection and control of the Executive, patronized: by a great 
party, and often directed by personal malignity, and what may 
ave been my feelings under the circumstances Ihave describ- 
ed, every man of natural sensibilities may infer. | Yet, sit, 1 ` 
did not treasure up any bad feelings against thése who thus, 
in my presence, have contributed to defame mer nor have Lin- 
dulged the slightest feelings of resentment against the thousand 
instruments of persona! hatred or party opposition which have 
been employed in assailing me our of this Iouse, There are, I 
can say with truth, scarcely halfadozen men in existence tò- 
wards whom I am constrained, by a sense of personal injury, to 
indulge in feelings of personal resentment. There are but few 
persons, in my case as in all others of alike kind, who. are or 
ought to be accounted responsible. H of them. Ihave, upon 
some occasions, spaken with acrimony in this House, I- irus 
the impartial and considerate will duly appreciate the circum- 
stances under which J have done so, if, in speaking of the latè 
and present Administrations, (and they are one in many re- 
spects,) I have manifested a deeper feeling of opposition, and 
have expessed myself in stronger terms than is agreeable to the 
taste of moderate gentlemen of either side, [trust these gentle- 
men will be disposed to concede something to tho sense of per- 
sonal wrong and injury which must, sometimes, operate upon 
my temper, and give a coloring to my expressions—-something 
to injured feelings. 1 have never troubied this House with de. 
tails of my private griefs; and I beg pardon for having done so 
now. And the generous and liberal, whether they belong to one 
side or the other in politics, will, I trust, see some ground of in- 
dulgence for the allusions I have just made. 1 feela consoling 
consciousness that no. gentleman wil think that F have tres- 
passed, who bears in his. own bosom the sensibilities that be- 
jong to an honest man. I feel a happy assuranice that the peeu- 
liar circumstances of the occasion will, with every liberal mind, 
be an ample apology for saying all that I have said on so poor a 
topic as myself. ; 
The next subject which my colleague referred to in the 
course of his remarks, was one of a very delicate and im- 
portant nature, and one about which we are seldom permii- 
ted to say a word in this House. I mean the subject. of 
Abolition. : 
{The Carman here interrupted Mr. BELL, and said that he 
had declared that it was not in order to. debate that question, 
when his colleague alluded to it.j 


(83) The above may not be entirely accurate in the language 
and arrangement, as the copy I: used. was inken down: hy a 
gentleman who heard it-read frequently by My. Jobteu. A 
copy: was refused, though. repeatedly requested from My, Jobn- 
-sonas Tam informed: ss / 7” x 


- (4) A particular notice and refutation of these calumnies are 


already. before the public. 
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_ Mr. Bett resumed, and said, that is trae, sir; but it is also 
true that my colleague was permitted to” go on with his re- 
Marks, until he said all he desired tosay upon that subject. Ido 
hot intend to discuss the merits of this subject.. I have no de- 
Sire to do so now, nor is it important to my purpose I only 
desire to expose the attempt which hus been, and will continue 
to be, made to identify me with the designs of the Abolitionists. 
My colleague says that itis not the fanaiics of the North alone 
who are to- be feared! Wid else; er hat else, does my col- 
league mean to say is tobe feared? There are, he says, ceftaih 
ger interests dnd feelings connected and allied.with this incen- 
gan feeling at the North, which. are as much, or more, to be 
lkeaded.than. thë: machinations of the Abolitionists, This is 
what my colleague means te affirm. Well; what are these 
other interests? “My “colleague means to assert thai thefé are 
persons in. the Southwest, In the South, in the State of Tennes- 
gee, for that is the point aimed at, who, in order to promote their 
own political interests and desigas, co-operate with, and are be- 
gome, the allies of the fanaties of tho North, Yes, sir, this is 
what my colleague is striking at; and he, and those with whom 
ie acts, Mean, at a. proper time dnd place, to include me in 
this denunciation, The ground upon which he proposes të 
make out this charge against me is, that Edid not vote for or 
approve the resolution of Mr. Patton. 1 did not vote against 
that resolution, because it appeared. to have the concurrence of 
most. of niy. cqileagues and friends, and my vote could not 
SHarige the result. My mind, enlightened by. the experience of 
two years upon that point, led me. to the conclusion that it as 
oaly strengthening the cause of Abolition to the North, to far- 
nish them with the popular and plausible ground of complaint 
against Congress, that, in refusing to consider their memorials, 
they violated the right of petidon , I believed that their cause 
would he strengthened by making this false jasno with them. 1 
theréfore did not conctir in the wisdom of Uiat resolution. Some 
of my colleagues differed with me upon this question; yet, it 
being'an honest difference of opinion, as I knew, so faras my 
friends were concerned, I neither found fault with, ner com- 
plained of, their course. Yet! was denounced in letters writen 
from this place, and every newspaper in the interests of the Ad- 
sHinigtration in Toritiesses, for having united with the fanaties of 
Mio Korth; or, in other words, I was denovnced as dn aboli- 
tionist. 

The vote upon Mr. Patton’s resolution was insisted upon as 
a test vote by those whose purposes were answered by such a 
course, But see the absurdity and insincerity of those who 
find fault with me. The resvlution of Mr. Patton was adopted 
to put down the discussion and agitation in Congress of a ques 
tion so inflammiatory in its nature and tendency; but no sooner 
was what was called a test vote procured in the House, and.ait 
discussion stopped here, thari it became perfectly safe and al- 
lowable, in the opinions of the same persons, that as much dis: 
cussion should take place in the Senate as any member of that 
body desired. if it was not proper to discuss that subject in 
this Hall of the Representatives of the people, surely it was 
quite as improper to discuss it in the Senaie, But, sir, to. put 

own thé discussion of alislition in this House was not so much 
the object of the,prime movers and managers in getting a vote 
upon that reso! ution as to procure the materials of political agi- 
tation in the slaveholding States. It was known how the vote 
would be upon such a resolution. It was no doubt well unger- 
8.00d that the supporters of the Administration to the North, 
general] ; would Yote for the resolution, and it was supposed 
. heit oprotents Would not. My colleague said, and he re- 
‘peated the slatement; that every member of what he calls the 
hig party in this House voted against that resolution. That 
may be, and probably is, true. But my colleague means to in- 
fer that, therefore, the Whigs of the North are all imbued with 
the spirit of the fanatics of the Narth, or, in other words, that 
they favor the cause of abolition. I am well aware that my 
colleague means also to use the argument, that all those of the 
South and Southwest who dct in this House with the Whig 
‘members of the North must alsa have like feelings and objects 
With them, and that, in fact, to gratify their political ambition, 
they are ready to sacrifice not only the general interests of the 
South and Southwest, but likewise their own property, and that 
of alltheir dearest friends Coulda more unreasonable or ab 
surd supposition enter the head of man? Yet, I have been 
held up, on no other ground, in my own State, as an abolition- 
ist. Could a more striking evidence be offered of the gross in- 
justice attending the adoption of Mr, Patton’s resolution than 
is presented in my own case? ‘That resolution was adopted un- 
der the gag of the previous question. Those who voted against 
ithad no power to assign a reason for their course; their lips 
were sealed; but the moment their vote was recorded, they 
were denounced as abolitionists, together with all those who 
act with them politically in this House. 

With the Whigs of this House itts my pleasure and my pride 
to act, especially in the great design of overthrowing, by al! ho- 
norable and constitutional means, the present most unprincipled 
and mischievous Administration. In this greatest measure of 
retorm F heartily concur with them, though upon sume other 
questions I differ from them. But, sir, I have not the slightest 
reason to believe that I am acting with fanatics or Abvlitionists. 
Some there may be of that description; but the great body of 
the Whig party in this House, I am well satisfied, do not favor 
or concur in the designs of the Abolitionists, whatever they may 
think of the institution of slavery as an abstract question. Eri- 
stead of looking to the vote on Mr. Patton’s resolution as a test 
of the sentiments of members of this House upon that question, 
and as furnishing any ground of belief that the Whigs of the 
North are advocates of Abolition, | see in their votes upon that 
question the evidence only of their greater good sense and wis- 
dom. Isse even greater wisdom in their course than the gen- 
tlemen of the South have manifested upon the same question. 
As for the votes given in favor of the resolution by the support- 
ers of the Administration to the North, I regard it asa mere de- 
vice to persuade the South that they are their best friends. T 
regardsuch a testimony of the sentiment of a portion of the 
Northas of no value to the South whatever. The moment it 
shall appear to be the interest of that party to change their po- 
sition upon this question, they will have no scruple in doing so. 
They willchange in a single day. Ihave, upon another occa- 
sion, adverted to the attemptwhich was made by the same party 
a few. years ago to convince Southern members that they were 
opposed to a system of internal improvements by the Federal 
Government. Twill not now enter into the details of that move- 
ment, . It will be sufficient to remind gentlemen that it was en- 
tirely.delusive; thatthe dest furnished upon that occasica. was 
withdraion the moment it wae ascertained that those who had 
voted against the polity of internal improvemenis would endan- 
gex their party ascendancy athome, My colleague has read an 
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Indien Hostilities—Mr. Bell. 
extract from a speech made by me‘in the spring of 1833; at 
Nashville; to show that, according tomy own mode of reason. 
ing upon the subject, the Whigs ef the North and their allies in 
the South are Abolitionists. . I will read it again: Pa. 
“ A progéribed and disregarded miunoiity, respectable for its 
numbers, its talents, dnd even for the virtues of many of its 
members—for virtue is never the exélusive auribute of any one 
party~such a minority is alwaystempted, in résefitinent of its 
real or imaginary wrongs, in redress of its violated privileges as 
American citizens, in being deprived of all actual participation 
in the Government of the country—compelled to obey laws and 
to be the subjects of a Policy prescribed and directed exclusively 
by their opponents. Such a minority, t fepest, is consiantly 
tempted to seize upon every vexed and irritating question; to 
make Common cause with the spirit of fanaticism itself, in an 
effort tö right, ay, at all events, to avenge, their injuries.. This 
is the danger of our syste,- It ig still party.” i 


The view presented in this passage, of the eyil consequences i! 


of the proscriptive and intolerant policy pursued by tie party | 
in power, and the genera) bad tendency of such a course. in 
fomenting bad passions, and a desperate policy on the part of 
a denounced and proscribed and oppressed minority, express 
my opinions still. There is nothing in it which I wish to ex- 
plain or retract. But does not my celleague see that I might 
wish to add something to the views then presentet? The oppo- 
sition to the Administration is no ionger a minority among the i 
people, as in 1835, though they may be in a minority in both 
Houses of Congress; though they may be excluded from pub« 
lic office, and denied virt 7 any participation in the Govern- 
ment of the country of which they are citizens. The aspectof 
thingsis greatly changed with a few yéars. The Opposition 
are no longer tempted, no matter hew grievous their wrongs, to 
avail themselves of forbidden and dangerous expedients to right 
them, or to be resiored to an equal participation in the Govern. 
metit. They are sweeping onward tv'all that a virtuous ambi- 
don can desire. But how pdz the case with the party in 
power? They have complete and entire pas on of power; 
they fill all the high offices; they have all the gratification of 
present and absolute control, it is trne, but they are conscious 
that they are now in a decided minority among the people; 
thoy sve a furious tide setting in against them, which must, if 
not checked, soon overtake and overwhelm them; they are just 
in a position which engenders recklessness, and prompts a 
ready resort to any desperate chance of escape which presents 
isoli. ‘The temptation t seize upon and make a profit out of | 
this spirit of fanaticism which prevails to the North, now lies 
in their path, and it is ne matter of surprise to me that some of 
them are eager to aval! themselves of it. Itis the last despe- 
yate effort of a sinking party in the South and the Southwest, to 
excite the people of thosc sections against the whole North, but 
especially against the Whigs of the North, as al} ull, cham- 
pions of abuiltien! But they do not stop there. Tn their de- 
spair, they seek to connect aid identify all the public men of 
the South and Southwest who act with the Whigs in Congress 
in opposition to the Administration, as infecred with the spirit 
of abolition~its friends and patrons. Can a course be con- 
écived more unwise and impolitic than such a denunciation of 
Southern mea? If the danger be yeal—if the alarm is unaf- 
fected, which is professed in the South and Southwest, upon this 
subject—if the motives of those who are engaged in getting up 
this excitement are patriotic, what can be more inconsistent, | 
absurd, and mischievous than to attempt to create divisions in 
the slave States themselves; and to proclaim to the abolition- 
ists of the North that they have advocates and allies of great 
respectability and influence in the bosom of the South, who 
are ready and willing to co-operate with them? I leave il to 
the good sense of every real friend of Southern interests if this 
is not holding out encouragement to the spirit of infatuation 
which pervades the North upon this subject; whether the aho- 
Jidonists could desire any surer guaranty of their ultimate suc- 
cess, than to he persuaded that what the partisans of the Ad- 
ministration ix the South and Southwest say upon this subject 
is true? Ihave said thus much upon this subject, Mr. Chair- 
man, in vindication of my own course in relation to it, against 
the numerous misrepresentations which have been industri- 
ously propagated respecting it; and am rather pleased than 
offended that my colleague introduced this topic into the debate, 
My colleague next proceeded to review and criticize various 
passages ofa speech which he alleges { mace at Hartford last fall. 
‘The first passage which he takes exception to is that in which 
Tam made to say of the Florida war, that itis “an inglorious 
aar;” and he seems to think that I would not venture to utter 
such a sentiment here or in Tennessee. My colleague mis- 
takes me altogether. I have no fears which would restrain me 
from uttering any sentiment on this floor or before the people 
of Tennessee, which I think true, and proper to be spoken 
here. Of the Florida war I have often spoken on this floor, 
and, although I have always given due credit to the personal 
gallantry of our officers and soldiers, both regular and volun- 
teer, yet Ihave ever co: ered the war an “inglorious” one. | 
What have our armsachieved in that ill-fated war that can be 
denominated glorious? Whathave they done, more than to 
gave their honor? We have had, at different periods of the 
war, as many as three Major Generals upon the field of opera- 
tions; and ofeach of them may it not with some trath be said 
that, like a distinguished hero of the Revolution, under circum- 
stances not quite similar, “he has exchanged his Northern lau- 
rels for Southern willows??? [know how delicate and sensitive 
a thing asoldier’s honor is, therefore 1 will not say that our ge- 


re. W 


nerals have not accomplished all that could be accomplished, 
under the cifcumstances. 


the most, by well-supplied armies, from two to more than ei 
times their number—a war sọ uncqual in numbers, yet s 
cessful only, if successful at all, rather by cutting off the sup- 
plies of the enemy than by conquest in battle, can he called gia- 
riousin any sense which can cause an American heart to dilate, 
‘or feel proud that heis an American? I repeai here, in my 
place, and upon this faor, that the Florida war is an inglorious 
one; and made so chiefiy by the neglect and mismanagement 
‘of the Executive heads of the Government, not from any defi 
ciency of courage and enterprise in our regular of. citizen 
soldiers. j 


i? usual way, 


My colleague next quotes a passage ‘from’ the game gpedch, 
in whith F an represented as having spoken-of the ‘majority in 
this House as a “passive, timid, and lime-serving mage 
My colleague can have had. ng other. object in. bringing. this 
statement to the notice. of the -coptintistés ut the benevolent 
one of bringing me into personal collision with the gentlemer 
whocompose the majority of this body. He, nadoubt, supposes 
that È will: be embarrassed and confounded by. having: this- part 
of my speech thus-brought to the notice of the gentlemen. whd 
were the subjects. of the remark: - My. colleague, -1. trust, will 
find that he misappreheads me, Suck a sentiment I would 
not ùtter y such a character of the ‘members of this House I 
‘cerlainly would not attempt to draw, when speaking in the 
House, because it would not be adutissible or quite parliamen- 
téry to-do so. Of the influence of the Executive, a the 
power of patty discipline im this House, Ihave often spoken in 
the most decided langtiage on. this Boor. So far might pro- 
perly go here. As to whether I uttered the sentiment.in the 
i precise terms imputed to me-in.the passage quoted by my 
cotleague from the Tfartford speech, I can neither admit nor 
deny. The printed speech from: which. my colleagae. quotes, 
-I never saw or read, except such extracts from it.as filled the 
columns of the Administration press in Tennessee during the 
‘winter, I never saw the manuscript froin which it was print- 
eit, nor did I Know that it would be: publistied. must have 
been published by some person who took notes of it in the 
when it was delivered ; but, in justice to the repor- 
ter, whoever he was, + must say thatT found all the extracts 
alinded to, although selected, no doubt, on the ground that they 
were thé most objectionable parts: of the speech, substantially 
correct, and I wondered how so much generat accuracy, could 
have been attained, under the circumstances. i may, iù the 
excitementof the moment, have used the precise form of ex- 
pressioii ifr speaking of the majority Jn Congress imputed te 
me; but I beg leave to say that the terms there used would nos 
express my delibesate sentiments 7a relation to the majorit of 
this House.’ Ihave too much respect for a large portion of the 
gentlemen of this House, composing the majority; to use that 
language as descriptive of them. The terms employed are 
liable to wo- exceptions, They are too harsh, and imply more 
censure than T wouie deliberately bestow in speaking of a large 
number of the members iii the. majority; but on the other 
hand, they fall far short of the severity with which ¥ would be 
compelled to speak, if it should be madé my duty Lo express 
niy cpinion of another and smaller portion ofthe o o i 
The rRežt ground of charge alleged against me by my eot 
league is another passage of the speech at Hartford, in whic 
he says I charged the late President of the United States with 
having violated and 'rarnpled upön the Constitution, ; My. col 


league wishes to know, if I really entertained such opinions of 
‘the conduct of the late 


President, why F did not movean im- 
peachiment against him in this House. As Idid not dovse, my 
colleague infets that Iam in the habit of making unfounded 
charges against the late President and his administration.(5) 
can inform my colleague that t made no charge in my speech 
at Hartford which I have not often made upon this floor, and 
during the most palmy days of the power ant populari:y of the 
late Executive Chief” It has been my opinion, and} have not 
yet parted from it, that die late President did ample epon 
some of the most important and vital principles of the Con- 
stitution, ‘That no impeachment was actually moved against 
him, was not because there was any doubt that ‘the Constitu- 
tion was invaded and trampled upon, nor because the subject 
escaped attention at the time; for, sir, L for one, did call the 
altention of this House to the subject, and declared my solemn 
conviction to be, that until a great example should. be exhibited 
of the power and justice of this House by impeachment, the 
evils of which we most complained would be progressive, 
And [questioned whether any other adequate remedy could: be 
applicd under the Constitution. But, sir, I did not think of 
moving an impeachment against the late President, because, 
considering his great popularity and influence with the people— 
that, during the last years of his administration, and which were 
clearly the worst, he was sustained in all his conduct by a great 
majority in this House and in the Benate—I held that to pro 
voke, without the power to resthain, would only aggravate. the 
evils of the times, and bring additional mjury upon the country 
and its institutions. An impeachment under such circum” 
stances was not to be thought of by a prudent statesman, But, 
it is not the late President only that I am of the opinion bas 
transgressed and trampled upon the Constitution. “Tue present 
Executive Chief holds principles of administration, nay, more, 
he openly sanctions them in his practice, which, in my opinion, 
are clearly subversive of the very foundation on which the 
Constitution reposes; and it is further my opinion that the Pre- 
sident himself, together with several of the Chiefs of Depart 
ments, has been guilty of such high misderneanors—of such 
acis, both of omission and commission, iùn the conduct: and 
| management of various branches of the public service—such 
abuses of power and violations of duty-—as make them. justly 
Hable ta impeachment. And that my colleague, who has intro- 
duced this subject, may see how gravely [have viewed it, and 
how much attention I have bestowed upon it, Twill inform him 
that I now hold in my hand eleven articles of charge against 
them, upon every one of which itis my deliberate and solenin 
conviction they could be properly impeached and convicted, 
according to the soundest principles applicable to sucha pre: 
ceeding and such a responsibility. These charges T have, 
months ago, well considered, thrown into form, and jaid by for 
at the proper time. That time is not now. Whether the 
ime will come at all, when it will be proper tomove a question 
npon them in this House, may be regarded as uncertain; for. it 
is not public sentiment alone that-I would consider in such & 
case—it is not a change of majority that ought -to weigh in 
coming to the conclusion that such a movement, would be proe 
per; all the circumstances of the times must be weighed; but, 
above all, when every other circumstance is favorable, it will 
remain to be considered what the effect of such a proceeding, 
supposing it to be prosecuted successfully; would have upon 
the future action of our political system. StuH L incline tothe 
opision that this great constitutional 


remedy wil shave: to ‘be 
exercised agains! sore one or more of the great fanctionaries 
of the Government, be 


! 


H 
i 
i 


fore We can ever effect a radical cure of 
some of the Most dangerous and growing vices of administra. 
tion, The remedy by the ballot-box has heretofore failed to 
produce any effect upon what T consider far the Worst and most 
threatening feature developed in the progress of the giedtexpe- 


ÖJ believe the remarks made in the House by my colleague, 
upon the duty-of moving an impeachment; ate omitted. p iis 


printed speech, 
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“riment we are making in government. Violations of the prin- 
giples and maxims which, I maintain, are entitled to be held in 
the first rank of importance in a Republican Government, are 
becoming so common as no longer to -excite public attention. 

But, sir, if our institutions stand, the attention of the people 
miust be roused to the point of resentment and correction. 
One of the abuses, and the greatest of all, in my opinion; that 
prevails in the practice of the Gevernment, though F know it 
does not so strike many of those whom I now address, is the as- 
sumption onthe part of the Executive of theright to. convert 
all the public offices andemployments under the Constitution 
and laws into the wages of partisan servive. ‘The practice of 

utting men into places of high and important trusts, rather 

at the offices may afford them the means of making their for- 
tunes, than with any view to the public interest; the practice 
of removing or dispensing with faithful public officers merely 
pecatise they will not consent to sacrifice their political inte- 
gtity. and independence of character—this I consider the foun- 
dation of all the abuses that have of late prevailed in the vari- 
ous branches ofthe public service. It was the principle that 
lay at the bottom of this practice—I mean the principle of con- 
verting every thing that partakes of the character of Executive 
patronage into productive political capital—that was the prime 
cause of the derangement of the currency, and all the accumu- 

Jated evils which flowed from that source. Sir, all the world 

J mean. this little world ef ours, the people of the United 

Btates, appear now to be exclusively absorbed and occu- 
jed with this question of the currency. The great, and, it 

gaid only issue which is now pending between the two great 

olitical parties in the country is a bank,or the Sub-Treasury, or 

[o Bank. However important that issue may be, Mr. Chair- 
man, I beg leave to express the opinion that itis still a subor- 
dinate issue. It possesses only a fleeting and temporary im- 
portance when contrasted with the real issue formed between 
the party in power and the Opposition. Sir, there isa prior 
issue, and one of far greater mmportance. Whatever may be 
the decision at this time upon the question of a Bank, or of the 
Sub-Treasury; whatever may be'the character of the plan for 
the future management of the finances of the country, or for 
the regulation of the currency, which may be adopted by this 
Congress or the next, the whole subject is connected with inte- 
yests go active and powerful, so vital to the pursuits of trade 
and accumulation, that nothing we may do will stand longer 
than a few years, ifit shall not be found expedient and.advan- 
tageous to those interests, unless, indeed, the adoption of the 
Sub-Treasiry shall so inerease the already swollen tide of 
Executive influence and power as to bear down and quite over- 
whelmall obstructions. Sir, I repeat, that the true issue is, 
whether all political power and control in this country are to 
be concentered in but one department of the Government. And 
J cannot cease to remember, and to urge upon the attention of 
the people, that the man who now enjoys the highest honor, 
and fills the highest station under the Constitution and laws, 
was the first, of any high pretensions to character and influ: 
ence, who openly avowed andinculcated the fatal doctrine. that 
public offices and employments are the proper objects of poli- 
tical strife, and the just. rewards of party service. His corre- 
spondence with President Monroe, in 1823, upon the subject of 
the appointment of a postmaster at Albany will confirm all I 
gay upon this subject. There, too, it will be found that he was 
the first to desire to taint the Post Office Department with this 
foul blot, and to insist that the power of appointment in that, as 
in all the other branches of the public service, should be exer 
cised with a view to political and party results. 

My colleague has quoted another part of the speech at Hart- 
ford, in which I am represented as having stated that I knew 
members of Congress who had sat in this House and voted for 
the Administration under a promise of office, and asa reward 
therefor. And my colleague thought proper to state that he 
could see no difference between a member who would sit by, 
having such a knowledge, and not disclose it, and a member 
who would thus sell himself to the party in power. _ Sir, lam 
sure that I could not have used the language imputed to me in 
thisinstance. I would not have used such language without a 
personal knowledge of the fact stated, and that is one which 
rarely or scarcely ever admits of such knowledge. 

{Mr. TuRNEY 
bers were known” to have so acted.] . 

That. would still be too strong a mode of expression to convey 
my meaning. I must have intended to say that members of 
this House were understood or believed to have voted for the 
Administration, from day to day, and month to month, under a 

romise of office; that their objects were so apparent as to 
ganse them to be pointed at, and that they actually received of- 

fice afterwards. Such must have been the substance of what I 

stated in the speech referred to; and I could appeal to many 

gentlemen upon this fleor for the truth of the charge. Tdidnot 
refer to members of the present Congress, for there had been no 
euch test furnished of their motives or objects. But during the 

Jate Congress, especially, and the preceding one Inow reaffirm 

that there were several striking instances of the kind—instances 

in which the course of certain members was marked, and re- 
marked upon—instances in which it was said among many of 
the mere observant members of the Opposition, when speaking 
of some particular member, “there is a man who has got his 
essurances,” and in due time will be translated from this House; 
and in every instance of this kind, which fell under my notice, 
except one, these suspicions were duly confirmed, and the ho- 
norable member placed in a haven of rest, Secure from the 
storme and strife of Congressional service. Ican state, for the 
information of my colleague, a still stronger case of the won- 
derful fulfilment of a prophecy in our day. {n making certain 
party arrangements, the conduct of one gentleman was so re- 
markable, that another predicted, at the tims, that he had made 
his bargain; that in due time he would expect to be placed in 
ono of the highest stations under the Government, ane the sta- 
tion was named. Those to whom the remark was made were 
jnerédulous to the existence of such profligacy; but, behold, 
after the lapse of a decent interval of time, the prophecy was 
miraculously fulfilled to the letter? But my colleague thinks 
that, in such a case, I ought to have given, information to the 

House, ot to the late committee of investigation, and to have 

named the individuals. This would not only be a very invidi- 
ous task, but it might also be productive of greot injustice to 

the individuals suspected. The. circumstances upon which 
conclusions aré. drawn against the motives of members in this 

‘reapect, arë often of such a nature as ta make but litte impres- 

‘gion upon the careless observer, and prove sometimes deceptive 

tothe most watchful. In scarcely any case of the kind could 

‘postive evidence be addaced. It is, generally, only after the 
gonsummation of the arrangement, by the acceptance of office, 
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exe said that the statement was, “thai mem-, 


that suspicion becomes stabboro fact; and then there is seldom 
any adequate inducement to proseeute.an inquiry in this House. 
That the freyuent appointment of members of Congress is a. 


great abuse, and to show the true nature and consequences of. 


such a practice, I will read, for the edification of my colleague, 
an authority. which I know he will respect. >I allude to the 
celebrated letter of the late President to the Tennessee Legisla- 
ture, in which, after strongly recommending an amendment of 
the Constitution prohibiting the appointment of members of 
Congress to office, he draws the following picture of the conse- 
quences of a continuance of so dangerousa practice: 

“But if this change in the Constitution should not be. obtain- 
ed, and important appvinuments continue to devolve on the re- 
presentatives in Congress, it requires no depth of thought to be 
convinced that corruption will be the order of the day; and 
that, under the garb of conscientious sacrifice, to establish pre- 


cedents for the public good, evils of serious importance to the* 


freedom and prosperity of the Republic may arise. Itis through 
this channel that the people may expect to be attacked in their 
constitutional sovereignty, and where tyranny may be well ap- 
prehended to spring up in some favorable emergency.” 

Yet, in the face of this solemn denunciation of the corrupt 
and fatal consequences of appointing members of Congress to 
office, General Jackson appointed between forty and fifty mem- 
bers of Congress to office during his single Administration!!! 
A greater number, I believe, than was appointed by all pre- 
ceding administrations! If Lam not mistaken, there have been 
nearly, if not quite, sixty appoinunents of members of Con- 
gress to office since the dominant party came into power for, 
sir, this practice has not ceased since the present incumbent of 
the white house assumed the control of public affairs. Have 
we not Jately seen one ofthe members of this House suddenly 
taken from among us and transferred to a distinguished station, 
under circumstances, when considered in connection with cer- 
tain official changes and arrangements which grew out of it, 
which stamp itone ofthe grossest and most scandalous trans- 
actions of the kind ever perpetrated in the face ofany public? I 
regarded these official arrangements at the time as an offence 
against public decency; and if they can be renewed at pleasure, 
without exciting the indignation ofthe country, Ishall consider 
that there is nohepe remaining for the preservation of this Go- 
vernment in any tolerable punty. So open, so shameless a de- 
fiance of allsense of shame and decency was never attempted, 
even in the days of Walpole, palpable and monstrous as were 
the corruptions of his administration. Yet, sir, I would not 
be thought iHiberal upon this subject. {know the apology that 
is made for Gen. Jackson’s violation of his own avowed prin- 
ciples upon this subject; and I think that, since there was no 
amendment of the Constitution, he might be excused for ap- 
pointing a few members of Congress to office. It often hap- 
pens that the ablest men, and those best qualified to promote 
the public service in particular branches of it, are members of 
Congress. But, sir, this cau be no justification of the abuse of 
this privilege which has been practised of late. Nor, when I 
speak of the acceptance of ofice by members, after a term of 
unscrupulous party service here, do I mean to say that all who 
acceptoffice are of this class. Ihav<too high a respeetfor the 
general character of the House, I have too high an estimate of 
human nature, to make sucha charge. On the contrary, mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress, without doubt, ave sometimes 
brought to accept particular employments, or to take charge of 
particular departments of the public service, contrary to their 
own wishes, or because they believe they can thereby render 
important service to their country or their party. To maintain 
the character of this House especially, and to preserve the con- 
fidence of the people in its genera] integrity and respecta- 
bility, I regard as one of the first duties of a patriot and 
statesman in this country. If any thing I have said here 
or elsewhere may be thought to have a contrary bearing— 
if at any time I am supposed to have spoken in disparage- 
ment of it, let it be borne in mind that, to insure the public 
respect, it is necessary to point out and, if possible, to reme- 
dy imperfections which would soon destroy its authority 
and respectability. And Ialso ask gentlemen to remember who 
eommenced this war upon the character of this House and of the 
representatives ofthe people. Who are they who for years, in 
the official organ of the Administration, in the public Journals, 
generally, in its interest, and sometimes in this House, have 
held them up as unfaithful and unworthy of any great public 
trust? that they were Bank-bought, and that the Executive 
alone could be relied upon to maintain the rights and interests 
of the people? Sir, in the whole history of party warfare, there 
is not, in my opinion, a parallel to be found for the system of 
unqualified abuse and detraction which was for years pursued 
by the press in the service of the Administration, against the 
charactor, motives, and conduct of the representatives of the 
people in this House. But, sir, the moment a majority was se- 
cured in both Houses, who favored the views of the Executive, 
the tone ofthe partisans of power is suddenly changed; the Se- 
nate and House are filled with true patriots, worthy of the high 
trust with which the people have clothed them! And it is now 
only members of the minority who are faithless. It isnow a 
high offence to impugn the motives and conduct of the Senate or 
JJouse of Representatives—the constitutional guardians of the 
interests and liberties of the country! 

But my colleague says that if I had any knowledge of such 
improper and corrupt conduct on the part of members of Con- 
gress as I alleged in my speech at Hartford, I was bound to 
have disclosed it to the committee of investigation, when called 
as a witness before it. My colleague, in another part of his re- 
marks, took the same ground in relation to the frauds alleged to 
exist in the execution of the Creek treaty of 1832; and he in both 
cases strongly insinuated that, either way, Į had been guilty of a 
gross dereliction ofduty. Hisargument was, in substance, that 
if L had no knowledge of a corrupt motive in the appointment 
of members of Congress, or of aciual frauds in the execution of 
the Creek treaty, I had made unfounded charges; or, if I had 
such knowledge, I ought to have made the disclosure before the 
committee of investigation, when I was sworn to tell the whole 
truth, in relation to any abuses or corruption of the Administra- 


tion, within my knowledge. (6.) š 


(6) My colleague, in his prinied speech, has enlarged upon 
his remarks in the House upon this topic. What hethen only 
insinuated, and urged by way ofargument and inference in the 
House, he now charges directly, andis, besides, more specific. 
Near tke conclusion of his printed speech will he found the fol- 
lowing statement “would nest use his {my} evidence, given 
on oath before a celebrated select committee of the House, when 
and where he was, after being first swore te tell the whole truth, 
minutely inierrogated as to his knowledge of Executive fraudy, 


My colleague, in connection with this ‘part of the: subject 
stated that I had not, afterall, pointed out the existence of any 
fraud in. the execution of the Créek treaty committed by the 
Government agents. My charge was, that the fraudscommitted 
on the Creek nation were the result either. of the lucompetency 


. or bad faith ofthe agents of the. Government, and that the Ex- 


ecutive was responsible for having committed.such important 
duties to such improper hands; and ae to the questio ther 
any frauds had been actually committed, I read:fro) 
munication of one of the agents concerned in the executi 
treaty to the Secretary of War, stating that he had good reason 
to believe that nineteen out of twenty ofall the contracts certified 
by himself for the sale and transfer of Indian titles were fraudu- 
lent! Stronger proof of the truth of a charge T do not think can 
be adduced. Ifthe agent had been both competent and faithful, 
frauds to such an extent would certainly never have been per- 
petrated, especially when we remember that xt was the. express 
duty of the agent to.see that the Indians were not cheated. 

Now, sir, I will answer the charge of dereliction of duty be- 
fore the committee of investigation. Itis true thatl was sum- 
moned befor that committee—a committee packed, and com- 
posed of a majority of thorough-paced partisans of power—to 
make goodail the charges of abuse and corruption which I had 
ever in debate in this House alleged to exist in the administra- 
tion o” the Government. And I wassummoned to do this by 
the committee at the express suggestion, or, rather, dictation of 
the President of the United States. Yes, sit, the President of 
the United States, in effect, ordered me to be summoned to give 
the sanstin of my oath to all the charges I had ever, made 
against his Administration on this floor, under penalty, upon 
failure thereof, to stand before the Amierican people “a con: 
victed calumniator.”’ A grosser violation of the essential and 
fundamental privileges of this House never was perpetrated; 
and yet the House stood by a passive observer, and took no or- 
der upon the subject. If the true spirit of constitutional liber- 
ty had pervaded this House at that time; if that watchful 
jealousy of every approach of arbitrary power, so necessary 
to guard the public liberty, had then any abiding place here, 
such a proceeding would never have transpired in: this 

‘apitol. ` s 

Sir, the majority, the supporters of the party in power, slept 
over their own violated rights, and the rights of all the people 
of this country, when they permitted a mémber of tbis House, 
for words spoken in debate, to be subjected to such an inquisi- 
tion by order of the President. Why 1 waived my privilege 
upon that occasion, how far I did so, for what reasons.1 thought 
proper to answer upon oath before that comimittoe, the manner 
in which I was interrogated, the protest which I submitted, 
will show more fully and satisfactorily than any thing further T 
can say now, and I beg here indulgence of the committee to 
have it read. t : 

{The Cuser of the House read the protest filed with the evi- 
dénce given by Mr. BELL on oath before the committee of inves- 
tigation in 1837.] : 

Mr. Beis resumed and said : To show my colleague that the 
Creek frauds did not escape my notice in the evidence I gave 
befere the committee, I beg leave to read that part of it 
which relates to this subject, and I think my colleague wili 
find that he has fallen into an error insupposing that I had 
failed to disclose what I knew of that branch of the abuses of 
the Government. 

[Iere Mr. BELL read that part of the testimony given be 
fore the committee of investigation which relates to frauds in 
the Creek nation.] 

Mr. BELL resumed and said: I trust my colleague is now 


- fully satisfied upon this point.. 


y colleague next read another passage from the speech de- 
livered before a portion. of my ‘constituents, at Nashville, in 
1835, in which I stated that I had never failed in showing a pro- 
per respect for General Jackson, and that] had faithfully sup- 
ported his Administration, “and in every instance with, that 
degree of zeal which could consistently and reasonably be- èx- 
pected. A 

My colleague refers to this declaration of mine, in 1835, as a` 
proofof insincerity on my part, and to show that my conduct 
sincé that time has been at variance with my professions. My. 
colleague also has asserted that Ihave changed my principles— 
asks what new lights have flashed upon me—complains, not 
that I have changed, but that T should abuse my old political as- 
sociates, whose principles I have deserted, and he could assign 
no other than a corrupt motive for the change of my politiss. It 
may surprise other gentlemen as well as my colleague to hear 
that, up tothis day, I have never failed in personal respect to 
Gen. Jackson. There are some meinbers of this House who can 
never discriminate between personal abuse or invective and the 
fair and proper use of that essential privilege in a free conntry— 
the privilege of indulging in free and open discussion, and in 
severeand pointed denunciation of public character and con- 
duct. WhileI bave often spoken of General Jackson’s public 
conduct ia such terms as I thought they merited, I repeat that] 
have never said a word which was intended to be, or can be pro- 
perly considered, personally offensive to hin. In speaking of 
his public life and conduct, I have forborne many expressions 
which a parliamentary license might justify. For example, I 
have never said that General Jackson was a usurper, a tyrant, 
a despot, or a dictator, though I belicvehe has assumed powers 
not vested in him by the Constitution and laws, and that he has, 
in many instances, acted in a manner arbitrary, despotic, and 


corruptions, or usurpations, and, in answer thereto, fully ac 
quitted, not only the Executive himself, but all the heads of De-, 
partments, of any charge or imputation.” 
Irany one shall feel either interest or curiosity cnough to form 
a correct estimate of the sharacter of the assailants habitually 
employed against me, and also to form some idea of the atro 
cious calumnies which find countenance among the leaders of 
the party in power, he need trouble himself no further than to 
consider well the import of the statement above quoted from the 
printed speeclf of my colleague, and then to turn ie the extracts 
froin my protest and the evidence given by me before the select 
committee. It will be seen that, in the single short senténce quo- 
ted, there are at least four distinct and paipable misrepresenia- 
tions of grave matters of fact, all of which are of record, and these 
misrepresentations, therefore, admit no defensive cavil or pal- 
liation. l. A single question was propounded to me in commit- 
tee, and no more, which I submitted 1oanswei only ina qualified 
mannet. 2. That-question was limited to any act within my 
knowledge ofeither of the heads of Departments which Was 
either corrupt, or a violation of oficial duty, 3. Tdid net, in 
my anewer, acquit any of the Executive chiefs of any charge. 
4. Nor did 1 acquit them of any amputation. i 
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di riai; nor have Lever attributed to him private motives or 
sere asthe reasons for his public conduct; and I appeal to 
aid those with whom Lam in habits of intimate friendship to say 
zther {am in the habit of indulging, even in private conver- 
saion, in personal inve.tive against him. 
Now, sir, as to the charge that Ihave changed my princi 
pies. This has been the standing theme of my opponents ever 
since F declared against the candidate of the Baltimore Conven- 
tion; bu: J defy my colleague, or any other member of this 
Ffouse, or any man in the whole country, to pomt to any act, or 
vote, or speech of mine, in the course of ten years’ service in 
this House, in which I have mam fested a change of principle. 
Sir, this declaration does not depend ou my personal assevera- 
tion. The journals of this House contain the record of my 
vutes, and numerous printed speeches may be referred to to 
contradict or confirm what I assert. Ican confidently point to 
the record, and defy the severest scrutiny of my enemies to pro- 
duce the evidence of any change of those political principles 
which I avowed and acted upon from the first moment I had the 
honor of a seat in this House to this good day. The subject we 
are now discussing is directly connected with one of the most 
exciting, and, in a political pointof view, most perileus mea- 


sures of policy adopted in the early part of General Jackson’s* 


administration: I mean the policy of Indian removal. 1 gave 
my zealous and hearty support to it in its origin, and at a time 
when there wasabare majority in this House in its favor. 
When have I, in any instance, failed still to give it my zealous 
and faithful support in the seven or eight years of its operation? 


Tam at this moment giving it my support as zealously as in ` 


1830. 

‘be next great question which arose under General Jackson’s 
administration, was presented distinctly by the celebrated veto 
of the Maysville road bill. The expediency and policy of adopt- 
ing a system of internal improvements. by the Federal Govern: 
ment was then one of the most prominent and important ques- 
tions of the day. Thad made up my mind upon that question 
before General Jackson came into power. I opposed the sys- 
tem with zeal and industry, and Ihave centinued to oppose it up 
to this time, Lhaveeven gone beyond General Jackson in my 
opposirton to this system; I have kept the faith upon this point 
of his early creed even better than himsel and most of his fol- 
lowers, The journals of this House shall be my witness. 

The next great question which arose in the carly part of Gen. 
Jackson's administration, was the tariff. Here again I concur- 
red with the Administration in its views and measures in rela- 
tion to that subject. With General Jackson, I was opposed to 
excessive or prohibitory duties for any purpose, while I neither 
denied the power nor the expediency of affording incidental pro- 
tection to domestic manufactures; and wherein have I departed 
from my principles in relation to this great question of national 
policy? Ideny that Lhave given the slightest evidence of such 
change, With the late Administration, | was opposed to nullifi- 
cation, Tam stil opposed to nullification ByThe only remaining 
subject of great interest and importance, which agitated and di- 
vided the country during Gen. Jackson’s administration, and 
which was beld up as a test of political prifciple, was the bank 
question. My course in relation to this subject, it has suited the 
purposes of my enemies to pervert and misrepresent in every 
form, and by the propagation of the must infamous calumnies. 
This question was not even thought of, or, if thought of, was 
never mentioned, or heeded, before General Jacksun was ac 
tually installed in power; at all events, it was not agitated in 
Tennessee before that time; and, in the spring of 1833, a short 
time before the question of the recharter of the late United 
States, Bank was decided in this House, the principal citi- 
zens of ‘Nashville, thé merchants end other business-men, 
who were the intimate associates and neighbors of Gen. Jack- 
son, did not know his opinions upon this subject. A few 
months before thattime, in the fall of 1831, at a public meeting 
called to express the sentimentsof the inhabitants of Nashville 
upon the subject of the recharter of that institution, one of the 
present Senators from Tennessee [Mr. Grunpy] actually at- 
tended the’ meeting, and hy his address defeated the expression 
of the sentiment of the meeting, by alleging that it might em- 
barrass General Jackson’s administration, or do an injury tothe 
objects they had in v ew, by expressing their opinions, inasmuch 
as it would be presumed every where that their opinion would 
reflect the opinion of General Jackson himself, {referto this 
anecdote to show how careN!ly General Jackson disguised his 
own opinions npon this question. Al} that was said in his 
early messaze continued to be regarded as equivocal, and by 
na means decisive of bis course, When the question was pre- 
sented in this House in 1832, 1 expressed my opinion upon the 
subject in debate upon this flor, and L then only expressed the 
opinion which [had entertained before; and I take this occasion, 
in this place, andin the mat solenm manner, to declare that the 
man does nor live who can truly say that Ihave changed any 
opinion of mine connected with this whole subject, from the 
time I took my seat in this House, now more than ten yearsago. 
I defy the utmost malice of my enemies to point to the slightest 
evidence ofa change of sentiment upon this subject, either in 
the journals of this House, or in any speech of mine either writ- 
ten or unwritten, J have, ever since I cameinto Congress, ad- 
mitted admitted the expediency of a National Bank, aad atthe 
same time held that the question of constitudional power must 
be ,egarded as settled by the long practice and acquiescence of 
the country; (7) butstill, sir, when, by means of the power and 
popularity of General Jackson, concurring with the interests of 
party, both the late Bank and the idea of any Bank of the United 
States had been successfully assailed and brought into great 
odium with the people, [to k the ground that | would not be 

. instrumental in chartering any Bank of the United States until 
the people were convinced of their error, and were ready to 
acquiesce in the necessity of such an institution, So strong and 
lively has been my sense ofthe mischiefsto the country which 
have, and must over, spring frem the connection of such a sub- 
ject with the conflicis of party, that I have Jong since made up 
my mind never to agree to a measure of the kind in opposition 
to a powerful minority. Wowever strange it may appear to 
some gentlemen, F will state this further fact, that even dming 
the canvass of last summer, and after the sentiment had become 
almost universal in a large portion of my district, that nothing 


(7) T voted against the bill to recharter the United States 
Bank in 1832, for the reasons stated in the speech I made upon 
it at the time, and which did not deny either the expediency 
or constitutionality of a bank. Itis proper, also, i add, thas 
1 protested against the removal of the deposite:; bat when 
they were removed, although I did not defend that mea- 
sure, I refused, under the circumstances, to vote for their resto- 
ration, ` 
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but a Bank of the United States could remedy the disorders of 
the currency and exchanges, and restore the prosperity of the 


country, I repeatedly and-openly declared to- my constituents FF 


that I would not, during the present Congress, or at any future 
time, give my votein favorof a Bank oF the United States as 
long as a charter could only be carried by a mere majority in 
Congress, unless I should be imperatively instructed y them; 
and when I declared the certain evils of such a course, and 
pointed out the fatal consequentes of the protracted party war 
tare which might be expected to grow out of it, and the uncer- 
tain issue of it, they had confidence enough in my judgment, 
and in the honesty of my intentions, to acquiesce in my Course. 

I have now enumerated all the great and leading questions 
which marked the early part of General Jackson’s administra- 
tion, In which of them have I faltered? Where is the evi- 
dence of the change of which my colleague speaks? But my 
colleague is not the only organ of this charge agaist me: 1 
observe that in a late biographical sketch of a distinguished in- 
dividual, [Mr. Poux,} published in one of the periodicals of 
the day, which aspires to respectability, (the Democratic Re- 
view,) the same base calumny is propagated in the most offen- 
sive connection.(8) 

But my colleague. inquires how it happened that I continued 
to give my support to General Jackson's administration during 
so many years, when the same abuses existed of which 1 now 
complain; the same violations of the Constiiution; the same 
extravagance in the national expenditures. My colleague 
spoke particularly of the increase in the expenditures, and af- 
firmed that I was a party to it, and responsible for it, by my 
væes, Icaninform my colleague that he does me gross injus- 
tice in this statement, and that he will find, by referring to the 
journals of this House, that! voted against a large portion of 
the expenditures of each year of General Jackson’s adminis. 
tration, which, in my opinion, were not sanctioned by any 
sound policy or principle. F therefore deny the responsi- 
bility attempted to be thrown upon me. But upon this ques- 
tion of expenditure, as well as in regard’to various other 
abuses of power during the late Administration, F will inform 
my colleague it was within the Jast three years only that they 
were alarmingly developed. The annual expenditures in 
1829, exclusive of the public debt, were $12,659,490; in 1830, 
$13,229,533; in 1831, $18,864,067; in 1832, $16,516,388 By the 
pension act of 1832, and some other extraordinary demands 
upon the Treasury, the expenditures of 1833 rose to the sum of 
$22,713,755, exclusive of the public debt; but in 1834, they were 
reduced to $18,495,417, and in 1835 to $17,573,141, There is, ns 
my colleague will see, a vast disproportion between these sums 
and the $30,000,000 and upwards to which the annual expendi- 
tures of the Government have lately risen, and which, I fear, 
we are never to seé reduced. The annual expenditures prior 
to 1836 do not much exceed an average increase over the expen- 
ditures of the former administration, of which I would com- 
plain. They come within the limit whichd have often said in 
this House I regarded as not going beyond a just proportion vo 
the increased. populatian, resources, and necessary public esta 
blishments of the country. As tothe other abuses of which I 
Complain, it is true that some of them existed in every period 
of General Jackson’s administration; but I deny that they ever 
had my sanction for one moment. Besides the great and lead. 
ing questions which arose in the early part of General Jack- 
son’s administration, of which Ihave already spoken, there 
were certain other important principles and measures of Go- 
vernment which he came inte power pledged to carry out; and 
before he actually assumed the Government, they were te- 
garded as the peculiar and distinguishing principles of his 
party. Among these may be enumerated the limitation of Ex- 
ecutive patronage, and a thorough reform of all the abuses 
which had brought the patronage of the Goveinment into con- 
flict with the freedom of elections. Under this head, all inter- 
ference of public officers in elections, and all removals from 
office for opinion’s sake, were denounced as corrupting in their 
tendency, and dangerous, to the last degree, to the purity and 
stability of our free institations. Sir, these important principles 
were disregarded in the early part ofthe late Administration, and 
before the close of it they were openly violated, and in practice 
utterly repudiated. But, sir, I then opposed and protested 
against these abuses, and I defy mortal man to show any case in 
which they had my approval. Upon all these questions, and 
many more, it will be found, upon a proper scrutiny, that 
Genera} Jackson never did have my sapport. Yet, sir, I am 
denounced and calumniated for having changed my principles, 
when I have stood fast by them during my whole publie life, by 
the very men and their instruments who have themselves viola. 
ted and treated with indifference or contempt nearly every prin- 
ciple to which they stood pledged when they first came into 
rower, 

i My celleague suppose that he finds in another passage of my 
speech a hville, in the spring of 1835, conclusive evidence 
of the inconsistency and insincerity of my public course and 
professions. Jn that speech I referred to the efforts which the 
enemies of Judge White were making to seduce the people in- 
tothe belief that he and his friends in Tennessee were the op- 
poncius of General Jackson and his administration; and I ex- 
pressed the opinion that the friends of Judge White would “ad- 
hereto the administration of General Jackson, from consist- 
ency and respect for their own character, and because they 
would be supporting their own principles.” Well, sir, such 
were the views and intentions of the leading friends of Judge 
White in Tennessee at the period of the speech quoted by my 
colleague. They had supported certain leading principles of 
Gencral Jackson’s administration up to that time, in which they 
had d:ffered from the Opposition, as well as from a considerable 
portion of the supporters of thesame Administration. They did 
not interd to desert their principles by supporting Judge White. 
They neither intended to desert nor defeat their party, but to re- 
generate i': to rescue it,if possible, from the guidance of bad 
men, and to restore it to its original principles. They could not 
foresee that, by uniting with the Opposition, they could effect 
any greator patriotic purpose; while, on the other hand, it was 
heid to betheir true policy, and it was clearly their wisest 
course, to preserve their former relations with General Jack- 
son, and to ¢ ‘serve the confidence and respect of the mass of 
the people, his ardent supporters. Gencral Jackeon’s populari- 
ty and influence were then in their meridian height; his name 
alone was a tower of strength; he was in his last term. He 


(8) it can scarcely have happened that the distinguished sub- 
ject of the mewuoir, alluded to in my speech, did not give his 
deliberate sanetian to all the material statements in it; and I 
therefore hazard nothing in regarding him as the responsible 
author, 


could not be removed from power; and two years would.close 
his Political career, 
tempt to overthrow his 
of his administration. 


ed and opposed the movement in favor of Judge White with the 


denounced in such strong termis, did not exist at chat time; and 


It is true, sir, as 1 have already euited, that many of these 
abuses did exist—they were k, own to me to exist,as well as to 
many others, leading friends of Judge White. 1 allude: parti- 
cularly to the great abuse of the appointing power—proscrip- 
tion for opinion’s sake—the irregularities and abuses which 
were suffered in some branches of the public service. _ Inthe 
Land Office, in the Post Office Department, in the Indian ser- 
vice, these were known to exist—they were protested against— 
and all the influences we could bring to bear were employed 
through every chanue] which was believedto hold out any hope 
ofenccess, in order to correct them.(9) These things the friends 
of Judge White, in Tennessee, saw and deplored. But still, all 
the while, there were other questions which were cohtinually 
agitating and absorbing public attention; and upon these other 
questions the friends of Judge White generally acted with the 
Administration, ‘What were they to do under such circum- 
stances? The course which wisdom and patriotism and sound 
principle, in their opinion, dictated, they endeavored to pursue. 
To make ineffectual war upon General Jackson’s administra. 
tion, to denounce it for errors and abuses, while it had the sup- 
port of the people upon other great and absorbing questions of 
the day, would not only have been inconsistent withtheir own 
course, so fur as those questions were concerned, butevery pros- 
pect of future relief and reform would have been blasted: ‘The 
friends of Judge White saw the full extent of the evils of the 
Administration; they saw that many of the cardinal principles 
upon which the late Administration came into power were 
trampled upon, They saw and knew. the interests. and pas- 
sions that were at work to uphold all the abuses and ivreg ulayi- 
ties which were known to exist. They. knew ihe guiding spi- 
rits oflate, and who. were sure to control the ensuing Adminis. 
tration if their plans should succeed.’ They knew. that’a‘suc- 
cessor had already been agreed upon’ by those who had exer- 
cised a fatal influence upon General Jacksen’s administration 
from the commencement, And they resolved, in the only way 
which was open to them, by every constitutional and hovorable 
means, to oppose and, if possible, to break down a system and 
order of things which they believed, cre long, would afflict the 
country with the greatest calamities, But, sir, the adherents of 
power, and the supporters of the candidate of the party, as he 
was called, were not content with the course which Judge 
White and his friends were disposed to pursue. They calculated 
well the influence of General Jackson’s popularity. They 
provoked, denounced, and insulted the friends of Judge 
White in every form and manner known in the practice of the 
worst faction that ever afflicted a frec country, with a deter- 
mination to drive them into opposition to General Jackson’s 
Administration. General Jackson himself finally denounced 
them as kis enemies, as deserters fiom their principles, and as 
foes to Republican institutions; and thus most of the leading 
friends of Judge White, while they continued faithfully to sup- 
port ail the measures of the late Administration, which they 
had ever approved, and to sustain the great and le ding prin- 
ciples upon which they had originally given him their suppoxt, 
were driven, by the violence and intolerance of their opponents, 
to resort to the natural and just law of retaliation for their own 
protection, They found, in the sequel, that they had no choice 
between absolute submission, not only to the undisturbed rule 
of General Jackson while he continued President, which they 
were well disposed to do, but also to his attempts to dictate a 
successor, on the ove hand, anda bold and determined oppesi- 
tion, on the other. 

My colleague next recurred, for a few moments, to the sub- 
ject under debate. He noticed what I had previously said of 
the disposition of the people of Tennessee to acquiesce in the 
permanent residence of the Cherokees in that porion of th. ir 
ancient possessions which lies within the limits of that State. 
My colleague thinks I am mistaken, and that the State would 
not submit to any course of po-icy which would allow them. to 
remain where they are. When I spoke of the just and bene- 
valent sentiments which actuated the people of Tennessee upon 
this subject, I expressly referred to a period antecedent to the 
late treaty stipulations, and to the Georgia movement against 
the policy pursued by the Federil Gavernment; a period ante- 
cedent to the efforts made by Ross and the other principal 
chiefs of the Cherokees to establish an Indian State upon ‘such 
a basis as would, in my opinion, have been utierly inconsistent 
with the rights, interests, and sovereignty of several of the 
States of this Union. But for these high pretensions, set up by 
the Indians themselves, and the opposition of Georgia, I stall 
believe and reaffirm that the citizens of Tennessee never would 
have sought to possess their lands, or to trench upon any. of 
their ancient privileges 
. My colleague also claims to be the atvocate of the rights and 
interests of the poor. He, for one, w vi] not be willing to tax 
the poor man in order 1s conciliate * iazy and thieving Indians,” 
er to buy their friendship; and he is, therefore, opposed to the 
amendment offered by me to the bill under discussion. Now, 
sir, I beg leave to say that lamas much in favor of protecting 


(9) .In confirmation of this statement, I could refer to several 
gentlemen who yet achere to the party in power, but who con- 
curred fully with me, as often as I conferred with them in the 
opinions expressed as tò the existence of abuses in the late 
Administration ; and some of whom united with me in several 
efforts to remedy them. The time may come when these gen- 
tlemen may be at liberty to speak upon this subject. I flattered 
myself that some of them were prepared ro brave with me the 
storm which was inevitable in puystiing the only course Which 
remained to effect the desired refrin ; but they cousilted, per- ` 
haps, a sounder discretion. i ; 


. guished individual. 
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the Tighits of the industrious and poor as my coffeagiie can be, or 
any one else. I would be as much opposed to taking the bread 
from the mouth of labor as any member of this House; and itis 
precisely upon this ground that F moved the proposition to. ap- 
ply two millions of the money which if may be necessary to ex- 


pend in driving the Indians beyond the Mississipi, at the point: 


of the bayonet, to the purpose of conciliation, and to Indace them 


to remove voluntarily. But it isnot the expense of a foréible © 


rémoval by the military that I propose to avoid by the policy I 
téecommend.: Though the Indians may remove waibput raising 
# tomahawk, or levelling a rifle, at a white man, when he sees 
assem! ed around him an array of five thousand- men, yet. he 
goes with revenge in fis heart, and a concéaled resolution to 
seize the first opportunity to wreak it upon-the frontier settle- 
ments, Andit is the tens of millions óf dollars which will pro- 
bably have to be annually drawn from the industry of the poor, 
as wellas from the pockets of the rich, in supporting a large 
standing army, for the protection of the frontier, that I propose 
to save by the amendment I have offered. It is offered upon a 
principle of economy, as well as humanity. 

A fore he concluded his remarks, my Colleague spoke of the 
“eulogies and encumiums” I was once in the habit of pronounc- 
ing on Gen. Jackson. He said,‘if he had time, he could read 
other extracts from my Nashville speech, to show how I then 
eulogized his conduct and character. My colleague alluded to 
my former course in this respect to demonstrate how strangely 
itcontrasis with my present mode of speaking of that distin- 
Now, sir, I deny that my colleague can 
read any such extracts as he describes front my Nashville 
speech, or from any other speech I ever made, in this House or 


-out of it. I defy him, or any other member, to show that it has 


ever been my habit in my speeches, whether printed or exist- 
ing only in memory, to speak of Gen. Jackson in the fulsome 
strain of adulation and eulogy which is so common with those 
who have no other merit to recommend them to public favor. 
Tnever was a dependant or hanger-on of that distinguished 
man, though for years I supported the leading-measures of his 
Administration faithfully, and even zealously. I have always 
spoken of Gen Jackson and his services as I thought they de- 
served, I have always conceded to him the due meedof ap- 
plause and gratitute for his military services; and when he first 
came into power as. the political chief of the country, T was 
prepared to hail him first in civil renown in ouy day, had he 
carried. out all the principles’ he avowed before his elevation; 
but, sir, a blight soon came over that dream; and it is some con- 
solation tome now that I never, even when I had high expec- 
tations of the success of Gen. Jackson’s administration, descend- 
ed to courteither his favor or the public applause, by pro- 
nouncing unmerited eulogies: upon his character and services. 

Thave now answered all the material points of the speech of 
my colleague, I hope, in a manner satisfactory to all who have 
heard me; and I will, therefore, Wespass no longer upon the 
attention of the committee. 


reenen anemona 
SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 


Or Kentucky, 
In Senate, April 11, 1838—On the bill to reduce the price of 
certain of the public lands. 
i Mr CLAY, of Kentucky, tose and addressed the Senate as 
follows : 

I have so.often, Mr. President, presented my views to the 
Senate on the subject of the public domain, that I would wil- 
lingly avoid troubling it on this occasion. But'so many changes 
have taken place in this body since I last addressed it, andI 
consider this bill of such vast importance, that I cannot recon 
cile it to a sense of duty to remain silent. The proper adminis- 
tration of our immense public domain forms one of the highest 


‘duties of Congress. It is a sacred trust, from the faithful dis- , 
charge of which no partial, party, or temporary considerations * 


should induce Congress to swerve. A character of stability 
ought to be impressed on whatever system may. be adopied, 
Fluctuations in the policy of the Government are not. only in- 
jurious to the subject of the trust itself, but exercise a perni- 
cious influence upon real estate throughout the United States, 

' Before I proceed to a more particular examination of the 
bill, I will endeavor to describe its true nature and purport. It 
proposes— 

Ist. That, after the end of the present year, all the public 
Jands of the United States, which had remained unsold for a 
term of five years, shall be reduced from $1 25.per acre to él 
per acre. fe : 

2d. That all lands which had remained unsold for a term of 
ten years shall be reduced to $1 per acre during the next year, 
and after that time to 75 cents per acre. : . 

And, 3d. That all lands which had remained unsold for fifteen 
years shall be reduced, during the next year, to 75 cents per 
acre, and after that time to 50 cents per acre. , 

Thus it is seen that the project is not to graduate the public 
lands, and to affix a price upon them according to their respec- 
tive values, but it is to reduce the price of the whole of the 
public lands which have been in the market during the periods 
specified in the bill, A plan of graduation, according to value, 
would havea good deai to recommend it, if it were not so difi- 
cult, not to say impracticable, in its execution. The principle 
of such a plan would require that the value should govern in 
affixing the price, whether it was abeve or below the minimum 
of $1 25 per acre, now established by law. But to graduate 
according to value would require a multitude of prices, since 
no two tracts of land are exactly alike, and possess precisely 
the same value. To avoid such various prices, in devising the 

resent land system of the United States, its founders thought 
it best to direct the public lands, when first brought into market, 
to be exposed by auction, at public sale, to the highest bidder ; 
and, after the termination of the public sales, to allow the Jands 
to be purchased, by private enury, at a fixed rate. That rate 
is now. §1 25 per Acre—so low, so moderate, often so far below 
the actual value of the land, that every industrious man, how- 
ever poor, may acquire a permanent home, and thousands are 
enriching themselves by purchasing from the public, and sub- 
sequently selling to individuals. ‘Phis bill is not framed in 
conformity to the opinion of the President, in his message at 
the opening of thissession. After bestowing merited commen- 
ofthe existing land system, 
he recommends a graduation, founded upon a previous valra- 
tion. He supposes that it is wisest to know what the subject is 
actually worth, and, after haying ascertained that, to affix the 
price or prices accordingly. But this bill, without the advan- 
age of that information, proceeds at once arbitrarily to reduce 
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the price of the public landg,; and, for that purpose, to throw 
them into three classes, net upon the basis-of value, but upon 
that oftime. ; Boog 

The bill will operate -immediatcly upon 71,000,000.acres of 
public lands. .The amount in value, which the bill will reduce 
on that quantity of the public domam; is $38,986,090. “It is 
equivalent to a grant of that sum, belonging to the people of 
the United States. If the principle of reduction containedn the 
bil be adopted, it will be practically carried out, no doubt, 
héréafter; and consequently, as each class of land, by the lapse 
of ting, falls into the other; it must become subject to the price 
of the class if which itis.merged. In the:space, therefore, of 
tèn years, this whóle quantity of 71,000,000 acres must. be re- 
duced to the low price of 50 cents per acre.. The total amount, 
therefore, of the loss, which the people-of the United States must 
bear by the adoption of this measure, in its direct application 
to the landon which it immediately operates, will be $53,273,051, 
subject, however, to a deduction for intermediate sales. These, 
for a few years to come, are not likely to be very large, owing 
tothe great quantity of public land which has been sold during 
the last two or three years. 

But this is a very limited view of the extent.of the whole loss 
which the people of the United States will be subject to, by the 
adoption. of this measure of ‘reduction. If it is now sanc- 


tioned, it will become the settled pclicy of the country, and ` 


must be applied to all the countless millions of waste land as 
they ave hereafter surveyed and successively brought into mar- 
ket. There are in the States and Territories of the United 
States about 240,000,000 acres of public land. yet to be brought 
into market. These will all become subject te the principle of 
reduction. Estimating at $1 25 per acre, which I have no 
doubt, under a fair administration of the land system, they 
would ultimately produce, the total amount they would yield 
would be $300,000,000. If reduced to 50 cents per acre, the 
price which, according to the policy of this bill, they must 
finally reach, the loss would be $180.000,000, subject to a deduc- 
tion of the amount which might be sold before they arrived at 
thatlow rate. But this is not the whole extent of the influence 
of the policy now attempted to be introduced of reducing the 
price of the public lands, after they have been exhibited for 
short periods of time in the market. The quantity of the 
public domain, exterior to the limits of the present States and 
Territories of the United States, has been estimated at 
750,000,060 acres, all of which would fall, beyond all doubt, 
within the scope of that policy. The loss which the people of 
the United States would sustain by reducing the price of that 
whole quantity of land from $1 25 to 50 cents per acre may be 
easily calculated. 

But the injurious cffect af the measure under consideration 
is not yet all told. To bring into maiket, at a reduced rate, 
71,000,090 acres of land--a quantity equal to the formation of 
two large States—weuld necessarily affect the value of real 
estate throughout the whole Union. We might not be able to 
distinctly trace the operation of such a measure, but no consi- 
derate man can hesitate to believe that it would exercise an 
influence upon real property every where in the United States. 
If there were. no public lands for sale, land would rise in value, 
because, whilst the quantity remains stationary, there would 
be a constantly increasing demand for it, arising out of the 
continual growth of population. The law which regulates 
prices according to supply and demand, governs real estate as 
well as it does commercial commodities; and if the supply ex- 
ceed the demand, the price must necessarily fall. It cannot, 
therefore, be doubted that if the United States, the greatest land- 
holder in the country, throw into the market 71,000,000 acres, 
at a greatly reduced rate, the effect must reach every landholder 
in the United States, affecting most sensibly lands in States con- 
tiguous to those which include the public lands. 

This, Mr. President, is a ‘air description of the nature and 
consequences of the proposed measure. Why are we called 
upon at this moment toadopt it? The currency is disordered, 
the people are in debt; aud yet, at such a period as this, we 
are asked to sanction a bill, which shall throw into the market 
an immense quantity of the common property of the people of 
the United States, and which must inevitably cripple their 
means, to disembarrass themselves from existing difficulties. 

The bill proceeds upon the erroseous assumption that the 
lands in market have not been sold, because they were not 
worth the price demanded by Government. That conclusion 
might dot be altogether unreasonable, if the supply had been 
exactly preportioned to the annual demand. But let us see 
how the factis. -Taking a period of nearly eighteen years, be- 
ginning with the year 1820, and ending the 30th of September, 
1937, there has been a quantity of Jand brought into market of 
122,512,384 acres. This was what had been, prior to the year 
1820, brought into the market, and remained unsold. During 
the first nine years of that terni, there was not on an average a 
million of acres per annum seld, whilst there were nearly 
60,000,000 broughtinto market, In the year 1820 there were 
8,333,675 acres broncht inta the market, and only 303,404 acres 
sald. Dur the year 182! there were 10.919 480 acres exbibit- 
ed to salo, aad bur 754,443 acressold, During tae whole term 
of eighteen years, there were less than three and a. half millions 
per annum, onan average, sold, whilst there was double that 
quantity thrown into the market. Deducting the quantity of 
upwards of 32,000,000 acres, which were sold during the extra- 
ordinary years of 1635 and 1836, the average quantity sold each 
year of the term would fall below 2,000,000 acres. This view, 
of the subject, derived from official documents now before us 
demonstrates that the cause of so much land remaining on 
hand unsold has been, not that it is not worth the small mini- 
mum price demanded by Government, but that a supply has 
been thrown into the market far exceeding the necessary wants 
of our growing population. This inordinate supply bas pro- 
ceeded from the urgent demands upon the General Govern- 
ment, made by the new Sta’es, to bring more and more fresh 
lands into thé market. The power of absorption has been 
wholly inadequate to take up the immense quantity of the pub- 
lic domain which has been exhibited to sale. If the Federal 
Government had gradually fed the public demand, propdrtion 
ing the supply to the annual wants of the community, we 
should pot have seen such a quantity remaining unsold. Tie 
new Slates are not justly liable to reproach for having forced 
the General Government to bring so much land inte market; 
but if, after having yielded to their wishes. that Governivent 
should now be urged to sacrifice the surplus which remains 
undisposed of, there woul! be just cance of complaint on the 
part of the people of the United States. eens 

Flis wot ive that the 71,000,903. acres, oii whu b this bill 
would operate, have not been sold, because they are noi worth 
the minimum price of Gov ii Time is wanted to effeet 
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gress óf population, and the ceurse of emigration, to come tip to 
the superabundant supply: which has: been put in the: mar! et, 
in conformity with the ‘urgent entreaties of the new States. 
We must exercise patience; and we are urged by: the: highest 
and most patriotic:considerations to practise that admirable vir- 
tue in relation to the public domain.” -Next to vur- invaluable 
free institutions, no single circumstance illustrates. the. happy 
condition of the people of the United States more sirikingly kan 
the possession of that publie domain. `. Prudently and properly - 
administered, it is destined'to enrich the present generation, and 
posterity for countless ages to come.’ And it is asure resource 
against all the evils of pauperism, so afflicting tò many of the 

) C 7 The example of Ohio affords. the 
most encouraging evidence of the value of that virtue to which 
Ihave alverted.” There was in that State upwards of sixteen 
and a half millions of acres of public land. . It has been all dis- 
posed of except a quantity not exceeding 2,000,000. And not- 
withstanding ‘the reduced quantity, sales have been more active 
in Ohio, within a few years past, than in most of the new States. 
In the State of Indiana, where the Government owned about 
twenty'and a half millions of acres, all hag been disposed of but 
a quantity less than four and a half millions, And Ihave no 
doubt that if we will only wait patiently for the operation of 
natural causes, most of the public lands in the States northwest 
of the Ohio river will produce to Government the very mode- 
rate pice of $1 25 per acre, which is now demanded. ` In the: 
Siate of Minois, Fam assured, from information derived frome 
the most credible and satisfactory sources, that there is scarcely’ 
onc =cre in fifty that is net good arable, farming land. And a 
oportion of all thelands in the Northwestern States: are 
among the finest and fattest soils inthe world. 

J. has been contended that, in the Southwestern States, there 
are vast quantities of pine lands barren and unproductive, and 
not worth even the 50 cents per acre. It has been, indeed, ‘as- 
sorted that large portions of them are absolutely worthless, If 
tais representation of them be true, they will not sell under the 
operation of this hill. Why, then, makea reduction in the 
price of these lands, when a sate of them cannot be forced, even 
at the reduced rate? Why reduce the price of all the lands in 
the United States, good and bad, to bring it toa standard which 
will not adapt it to the condition of the very lands which form 
the pretext for reduction? The effect of such a reduction will be 
to bring down the good lands worth now the minimum price of 
$l 25 per acre, whilst it will have. no influence upon those 
which, it is asserted, are not worth even 50'cents per acres Had 
we not better leave the systemin undisturbed operation, until a 
sale shall be effected of that part. of the public domain. which. is 
really worth the Government price? Is it not best to profit by the 
experience which we have derived from the examples of Ohio 
and Indiana, which assure us that, with reasonable patience, we 
shallin time be able to sell all the lands in the’ Northwestern 
region? If these poor pine barren lands be really as worthless 
as they are represented to be, no one is injured by their remain- 
ing where they are, undisposed of. Tne Government would, 
indeed, do an injury, ifit were to tempt any poor manto pur- 
chase and settle himselfupon these unproductive Jands by re- 
ducing their price to the low rate which is proposed. Such a 
man had better give $1 25 or even $10 per acre for really fer- 
tile land, than settle himself and. his family upon barren and 
unproductive lands, ifthey were given to him. j 

We are bound, Mr. President, by the nature of the trust con- 
fided to our care, to administer this public property as we 
would similar property ifit belonged to us individually, If 
any private man owned a large body of land, the greater por- 
tion of which was worth $1.25 per acre, and the residue 
worth not more than-fifty cents per acre, would he commit the 
folly of reducing the price to the lowest standard? Would he 
sacrifice the good land in order to’ make the impracticable at- 
tempt of selling the bad? Would he not first sell the good, and 
reserve the bad to be disposed of in future, according to circum- 
stances? Anddo not gentlemen perceive that the effect of this 
hill will be to stimulate again that spirit of speculation which 
has recently been so powerfully active, and which hasled to 
such disastrous consequences? If you throw into the market 
71,000,000 acres of the public land, at the reduced rates pro- 
vided for in this bill, will not speculators engross all the good 
portions of them, and subsequently sel] them at increased 
prices? At the present rate at which the public lands are sold, 
vast‘numbers of individuals are amassing large fortunes by pur- 
chasing from the Government, and subsequently selling at ad- 
vanced prices. Ihave heard of many instances of such pur- 
chases at $1 25 per acre, and of the same land being sold, in 
the short circle of a year, at five, ten, fifteen, and twenty dol- 
lars per acre. Ifweare are admonished by the state of the 
times to avoid throwing out any new incentives to speculation, 
we are equally dissuaded, by the disordered state of the cur- 
rency, from touching the price of the public Jands until that 
shallagain become sound. ` . 

Nor can we find, in the progress of the population of the 
new States, any motive for quickening it by reducing the price 
of the public lands, If the new States were settling slowly, if 
emigration to them were tardy and reluctant, it might be neces 
sary to throw out fresh stimulants and new incentives; by re- 
ducing the price ofthe public lands. The very reverse, how- 
ever, of all this is the fact. The new States are increasing with 
unexampled rapidity. This is demonstrated by the results of 
the last census, and is substantiated by indisputable informa- 
tion since received. But if there were any doubt upon this sub- 
ject, as We are now within two years of the time when we shall 


‘have to make a periodical enumeration of the peopje ofthe Uni- 


ted States, we ought to wait until that operation is accomplish- 
ed. Whevever itis, extraordinary as the growth of many of 
the new States had been prior to the year 1830, it will, I think, 
be discovered that Mississippi, Michigan, and Wisconsin, have 
outstripped them all in rapid growth. Without, however, wit- 
ing for the returns of tie next census, let us revert to those of 
that of 1830, to see if they are such as to require ofus to stimu- 
late the growth of the new States. ; 

It may be recollected by some of the members of the Senate 
that this futeresting subject of the public Jands was thrown 
upon the Committee on Manufactures, some years ago,. for mo- 
tives not ef the most frendly nature, as J had reason to suppose, 
towards me personally, On that occasion I presented to the 
Senate a report, accompanied by a table, exhibiting various 
comparative views of the progress of population in the United 
Sates, derived trom the census of 1820 and that of 1830. -At the 
time of making that report, the Union was composed of twenty- 
fonr States, seventeen old ones and seven new ones, Arkansas 
and Michigan being since admitted. The increase of the po 
pulation of the whole twenty-four States; during. the period of 
ten years, from 1820 to 1530, was 32.74, ora little less than 33 per 
cent. The increase ofthe seven new States, during the same 
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term, was 85.43 per cent. The increase ofthe seventeen old 
Siuce, during the same term, was 25.14. Thirteen of the se- 
venigon Siales increased in that term only 17.28. The annual 
average increase of the seven vew States was 8} per cent, The 
annual average increase of the seventeen old States, during the 
term, was à litle more than 24 per cent. The increase of lili- 
nois the moat rapidly growing State during that term, averaged 
annually 154 per cent.; thus duplicating its numbers in a little 
more than tiieshort terra of five years. From that table, which 
presenta various other interesting views with which I will not 
now trouble the Senate, it results, first: That the increase of po- 
pulation in the seven new States, during the term referred to, 
averaged nearly four times the increase in the population of the 
seven eenold States during the same torm. Secondly: That it 
was nearly five times as great as that of thirteen of seventeen of 
the old Siates. Thirdiy: That the population of. Ilinois in- 
ercased upwards of ten times as fast, on tlie average, during the 
sameterm. Such, Mr. President, are the astonishing results in 
the progress of population in the seven new States, during the 
ten-years which elapsed from 1820 to 1830. And I venture the 
confilent prediction that those which will be disclosed by: the 
census of 1840, will be found to be not less surprising. z 
+ In view of such results, can any one, the most ardent friend 
of the new States, (and I yield: to none in fervent wishes for 
their prosperity) impartially believe or justly contend that fresh 
stimulus jë wanted to emigration? No one derives more plea- 
sare than I doin witnessing the rapid growth and unexampled 
prosperity ofthe new States. They are gratifying triumphs of 
our system, -and-attest the wisdom of that plan for the adminis- 
tration of the public lands, under the operation of which they 
have heen achieved, and which is now-eought to be essentially 
disturbed. The principal accession of population in the new 
States is derived from the old States. Their gain is our loss, 
Among the old States which contribute mostly by emigration to 
the growth ofthe new States, Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee 
may be placed at the head. They have no just canse to com- 
plain, and do not complain, at the loss of population which they 
sustain. But if undue stimulus and inordinate encouragement 
“were given to emigration by sacrificing or unnecessarily reduc- 
ing the price of the public landg, the old States would have just 
cause to complain. Such an unnecessary reduction would be 
attended with a triple injury to them ef reducing the value of 
lands within their respective limits; of diminishing their inte- 
rest in the public domain, the common property of the people 
ofthe United States; and of offering a bounty ‘to their citizens to 
remove from their limits, and to settle themselves in the new 
States. Is this right or reasonable? . If it were necessary to the 
well-being of the new States, the sacrifice would be cheerfully 
borne by the oid. But ithas been seen that their growth ia quite 
fast enough for their welfareand happiness. The new States 
are supplied with population from all the States, bringing to- 
gether their customs, laws, prejudices, and habits. Timeis ne- 
cessary to harmonise these various elements, and to amalga- 
mate and consolidate them. If they were to popniate faster 
than they now do, the elements .of discord would be dissemina- 
ted, andthe period of their becoming homogeneous would be 
postponed. : 

We have heard, upon this and upon other occasions; our sys- 
tem of distributing the public lands reproached for illiberality, 


and ag deviating from the practice of other nations. ` But is ] 


there any justice in this reproach? Our system proceeds upon 
the principle that the public Jands are tho bropetly ofthe whole 
eople of the United States, to be disposed of fur the common 
Pencfit, and not .to be wasted on favorites and parasites, ‘The 
most liberal grants have been, and continue to be, made to the 
new States for purposes of education and improvement. The 
Government price is fixed at so Jow a rate that every poor man, 
with moderate industry, may readily acquire a home. And 
what are the aystems of other countries which are held up to 
admiration, and which we are called upon to imitate? Pro- 
vinces and principalities are granted by them to court favorites, 
and ta speculating adventurers. Look at the practice of Spain. 
Louisiana and Arkansas are now suffering from the enormous 
grants lavished on two noblemen, the Marquis de Maison Rouge 
and the Baron Bastrop. And Florida was, at one time, covered 
with similar grants made te favorites about the Court of Madrid. 
Under the British colonial system, vast grants of land were 
often made to favore:l companies, courtiers, and favorite indivi- 
duals, retarding settlement, and to the prejudice of the nation. 
The superiority of our own syatem js iNustrated by the fruits it 
has produced, and gentlemen would have as much canse to re- 
proach us for the existence of oar free instilations, (quite as pe- 
entiar as our land system,) and to call upon us to adopt the mo- 
narchical forms of other countries, as to arraign the policy by 
which the Government has been hitherto guided in the disposal 
of the publie lands. Ous is the Government of the States and 
the people. Tie public domain is the property of the States 
andthe people. The proper administration of it (it cannot be 
too often repeated) is a sacred trust, which imposes on the 
trustee the obligation of advancing the common interest of all 
the States, and all the people and there is no one quality more 
desirable to be infused into the administration ofthat trust than 
that of stability. Whatever concerns the whole real «state of 
the country should be guardedly and cautiously touched, and 
yet we are perpetually called upon to alter and vary the existing 
system of distributing the public lands. Are theszles rapid, 
fearfully rapid? Gentlemen call out for a reduction ct the price. 
Are they slow? Gentlemen still cali out for reduction of the 
price. Ta speculation wild and reckless and romantic? Reduc- 
tion of price is the remedy of our doctors. Ta itquiet? Reduc- 
tion is stil! their nostrum. Reduction, reduction, reduction, is 
the theme upon which they eternally dwell. And that very sub- 
ject. which above all others should be fixed and permaneat and 
stable, is most of all others exposed to perpetual change and 
fluctuation. F had hoped, during the reading of the President’s 
message at. the opening of the session, that our new Cinef Magis- 
trate justly appreciated the value of our land system, and that 
he meant to stand fast and firm by it. He does pronounce -a 
merited eulogium upon its successful and salutary operation: 
but I regretted to perceive that he, too, had beco:ne infected 
with the spirit of innovation, and joined in the cry for reduction 
anu graduation. But there is some plausibility. if not much 
practicability, in the plan which he suggests. He proposes a 
previous valuation; in other words, that we should ascertain 
what the thingis worth before we Ax a price upon it. But this 
bill, discarding ali such idle and nrnecessary knowledge, pra- 
power arbitrarily and blindly to reduce prices without any sort 
of reference te values. ‘3 
We glut the market by throwing into it vast quani fog of 
Jando ünsurpasged fertility... The powers o 
geomigrauion, gre 
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gat to absorb the superabundant quantity. We violate or dis- 
regard a)l the laws ofsupply and demand; and, without wailing 
for the operation of natural causes; without stopping until the 
detnands of our growing population shall ease the burdened 
market, we are called upon to reduce the price of what it was 
impossible to have'sold, on the mere presumption, contrary to 
known facts, that it is not worth the extremely moderate price 
which the Governments demands. And, if we enter on this ca- 
reer of reduction, on the false premises assumed, when and 
where are we to pause? I have shown you that you cannot 
stop with the 7t millions of acreaon which the bill will quickly 
operate; that you must advance to the 240 millions, not yet pre- 
pared for the market, situated within the existing. States and 
Territories; that you must finally apply the principle of reduc- 
tion to the 750 millions of acres which lie outside of their limits; 
and that ultimately all this immense public domain must be 
brought down to the low rate of fifty cents per acre, proposed in 
the bill. But this is not yet all. Once establish this principle 
of reduction, and who is to prescribe, or to see, the limits of its 
operation? Further and further, and lower and lower, reduc- 
tions will be proposed. Politics—party politics—will mix 
themselves up in the question. In some of the new States, can- 
didates for public office will present themselves upon the ground 
of securing other reductions in the price of the public lands, 
and will appeal to the popular suffrage. Other candidates will 
come out espousing still lower rates. It will become the Jead- 
ing and controlling object, until, in the end, the very purpose 
which, in the early stage of our progress,some gentlemen are 
bold enough now to avow is accomplished; that is, that the com- 
mon prosperity of all the States and the whole People shall be 

sacrificed at nominal prices, or be appropriated to a few, or be 

engrossed by speculators. Mr. President, is there sufficient re- 

spect paid to this public property? Is there nota Joose morali- 

ty too prevalent in regard to it? ls there nota spirit abroad 

which prompts and justifies individual seizure, no matter how, 

or under what circumstances, of a commen inheritanee which 

all ought to unite in protecting and defending? I think it safest 
to stand by and uphold that land system which has produced 

such auspicious results. And, for one, [shall place myself, and 

oppose all experiments upon it, with the same determined re- 

solution which has impelled me to resist those, not mere. disas- 

trous, which have been made upon the currency, commerce, 

and business of the country. 
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SPEECH OF MR. LEGARE, 


Or Sourn CAROLINA, 


In the House of Representatives, Monday, June 4, 1838— 
On the bill making appropriations for preventing and sup- 
preasing Indian hostilities. 


Mr. LEGARE rose to say afew words in reply to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bropiz.] He regretted that he 
should be compelled to doso under all the disadvantages of a 
surprise, for, at that advanced stage of a very protracted dis- 
cussion, he did not expect to sce it take, for the first time, the 
tura which that gentleman had given to it. The House must 
perceive, from the nature of the objections made to the policy 
of the Administration in the conduct of the Florida war, That 
no answer to them could be completely satisfactory, whidh did 
not go very considerably into detail. The gentleman had pre- 
sented en ingeaious and elaborate view of some rather minute 
circumscances attending that war. ‘Theissues he had made up 
involved a critical examination of the history of the late cam- 
paign, as well as of the topographical features of the seat of hog- 
titities. He, for instance, who puts you upon your trial for the 
upsetting of a piece of field-o1dnance, as the gentleman had 
done, supposes you to know precisely the nature of the ground 
over which it wasattempted to be drawn. It was so with re- 
gard to all the other objections that had been made. Mr. L. had 
no pretensions whatever to play the “military critic,” and was, 
he confessed, very inadequately prepared, by any special in- 
quiry into the facts,to explain whatever difficulties might pre- 
sent themselves on a superficial glance at them. But he felt 
no doubt at all that, if called upon to do so, the Secretary of 
War would be able to account satisfactorily for whatever had 
been thought objectionable in his plans or his conduct. He 
had the utmost confidence in the character and abilities of that 
gentleman. He did not allude to those high social quahties 
which made him, by the confession of all men, one ofthe most 
accomplished gentlemen of whom the couutry had to boast; he 
meant precisely those characteristics which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had denied him. Mr. L. spoke, he was persuad- 
ed, the opinions of all who knew Mr. Poinsett intimately, 
when he declared that he thought him pre-eminently distin- 
guished for allthose attributes which enabled persons in au- 
thority to command and control mankind. They had seen him 
tried hy peril and difficulty, and had seen him every where 
display great fertility of resources, the most elevated spirit, a 
sagacity seldom at fault, above all, a firmness and courage 
nothing could shake. He had exhibited those qualities 
nd abroad; they had acquired for him, under very 
al circumstances, to which Mr. L. would not allude but 
etice, the confidence of a great party in South Carolina, 
ani ii was because he partook of that confidence, confirmed as 
ithad been hy what be had seen and kee w of the condnet of the 
Secretary of War in his present station, that he made bold to 
affirm thatif there existed in any branch of the service a ten- 
dency to insubordination and abuse, which he (Mr. P.) did not 
detect or could not control, there were but small hopes ofamend- 
ment from any change of men. The disease lay deeper in the 
body poitic. 
_ But thi: confidence, Mr. L. said, was confirmed by what had 
fallen from the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. Downixe J That 
gentleman, whospoke of the facts fromhis own personal know- 
ledge of them, and with great accuracy, and who, besides, was, 
he believed, rather an unwilling witness, (for Mr. L. did not un- 
derstand him to be a friend of the Administration) had told the 
Comurittes ofthe Whole, on that very subject, that, whatever 
exceptions he might take to the policy of the Department in re- 
lation to the proposition then before the House, ¿he highly ap- 
proved tke course which ithad hitherte pursued in the conduct 
of the war. That was high authority for him,{Mr. L.] as one 
of the uninisiated in such matters. Buc there was sull anethet 
presumpuor in favor of the Secretary. Tt arese out of the na- 
une efibe objections themselves of thegentleman from Penn- 
syivania. Tinsi gentleman had looked inte the whole case with 
his characteri:!te sharp-sightedness, and certainty without any 
disinctination to find a flaw; and yet, what had ne made of it? 
| Mr. Ls eppeated with confidence te the House, whether the 
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topics by which he had supported the charge of imnbecility: and 
mismanagement were stch ag ought to be made the ground of 


go grave a censure. What did they amount to? Some grun, 
blings of General Jesup, eked out by the gentleman with most 


-Jatitudinarian inuendoes; some Indian poneys. offéred as rẹ- 


wards to stimulate the enterprise of the bold and adventurous; 
a differ ence of opinion as to a.plan_of operations in a country 
covered with swamp and forest, of which no survey had ever 
been made, &c. These, and a very few other trifling objections, 
were made the foundation of an inference that. the Setretary of 
War was destitute of all administrative talèni nd that the whole 
affairs of his Department were in a State of utter insubordina- 
tion, imbecility, and disorder. £ ee 

As tothe argumentum ad hominem in reference to the In- 
dian poneys, addressed to these who were supposed to. be for 
stinting every-branch of the public service, on narrow and sor- 
did ideas of retrenchment, Mr. L. did not acknowledge itas ap- 
plying to himself. He had never- confounded parsimony. with 
economy. He was not for hoarding cheese-parings and candle- 
ends, True economy consists in laying out money to the great- 
est advantage; and he was ready to furnish, nay, to lavish it, if 
need were, for any really important public eervice—but, most 
of all, for the defence of the country in war. Berens 

With regard to General Jesup’s language, which had been 
treated as almost mutinous, Mr. L. sgaid that, for any thing he 
knew of the articles of war, it might be so; it might be a viola- 
tion of that severe discipline, even in a country where scarcely 
any other is observed; it might be that, in becoming a soldier, + 
that officer had ceased to bea citizen. This might. all he so; 
though he must say itstruck him asa little singular, amidst the 
wild licentiousness of speech to which this House, in spite of all 
its boasted privileges, had been compelled quietly to accommo- 
date itself. He wasnot the champion of General Jesup; he 
wished not to be considered as defending the. conduct of that 

gentleman, in or out of-Florida, further than might be neces- 
sary for doing him the justice to which every officer. of the 
Government is entitled at the. hands of the representatives of 
the people. But that justice did require him to declare that, in 
saying, as he had said, that Congress was responsible for the 
disasters of the Florida war, he had told the truth. 

(Mr. Wise. How can that be?] oe 

Sir, (said Mr. Lecarge,)1 repeat it. Isolemnly deciare, in the 
face of the country, that upon the heads of this Congress, of this 
House, resis the heavy responsibility of having exposed the. na- 
tion to the wasteful expenditure of its treasures, to the Joss of 
life, the destruction of property, and the desolation of the coun- 
try in Florida, by ils absurd reduction of the army in 182I—a 
reduction not only far below what would be requisite to meet 
any extraordinary emergencies,. not only below the exigencies 
of a state of war, but far below what was indispensable. in such 
acountry for an adequate peace establishment. The disasters 
they were now deploring were only a fulfilment of the predic- 
tions of one of the most distinguished of his predecessors,* who 
was here for the first time in 1821, in the ardor of youth, and 
whe opposed that measure with all the vigor and the eloquence 
which have since rendered him so conspicuous in the country. 
But the army was sacrificed to what was called economy, and 
we have already paid upwards of eleven millions in a contest 
which the early presence ofan adequate regular force would 
have effectually prevented, or instantly suppressed. 

But, {said Mr. Lecarg,jthe brave men engaged in that war 

seem to me to have been most hardly dealt with in this House. 
We heard the other day of “Northern laurels’? turned into 
“Southern willows’,—{Mr. BEeLLJ—and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has just told you that we have taught the In- 
Giang ‘that the white man is “formidable only by. his 
treachery.” Now, cir, 1 put it to the candor. of the gentle- 
man, is this language warranted by facte? Is the baro fact that 
the Indians have not not been subdued in forests. where itis so 
difficult to find out their hiding places enough to. justify it?. Is 
ita new thing under the sum that a handful of barbarians, in 
fastnesses which Nature seemsio have every where provided 
for the preservation of her ancient races, should holdatbay the 
forces of the most powerful and civilized nations? Why, Mr. 
Speaker, ithas occurred over and over again in the history of 
the past. You have only to cast your eyes over the map of the 
Roman empire to see it every where dotted with spots, which 
the foot of conquest, during the whole course of five bundred 
years, could never invade—the Grampian Hills, Wales, Brit- 
tany, the Basque country, &c. Even while | am speaking, the 
very same scene is acting. in the Eastern hemisphere. : The 
barbarians of Caucasus have, for years, defended, are now de- 
fending, and are likely still todefend with success, the passes of 
those mountains—the Thermopyiz of Asia, and perhaps, by no 
remote consequence, of Europe-—agaiust all the resources of 
the Russian empire. The attention ofthe Western Powers of 
that continent hasbeen awakened to the great importance of 
the events which are passing in Circassia; the exploits of that 
remarkable people have been spoken of with the admiration 
they deserve; but no one, so far as I have heard, regards this 
failure to subdue them as 4 stain upon the Russian arms. . And 
why should the courage or conduct of our gallant Jite army 
he sucered at because they have not, in three campaigns, found 
their way through the almost impenetrable fastnesses of the 
Seminole? Sir, from the bottom of my heart I disavow these- 
unjust and inconsiderate censures. In my opinion, these brave 
men have behaved nobly, and leesrve the thanks of their coun- 
try. Sent upon an unesretens and inglorious seivice: in an 
obscure comer of the c «to exceute astern law, with no 
motive but a sense of duty to reconcile them to the hardships 
of their situation ina savage wilderness, and a sickly climate, 
they have done all thet men could do to overcome the dificul 
ties of all sorte with v hich they have been surrounded. 

And this brought him. he gaid, to the consideration of the ques- 
tion, what was that law? Hesaid te ued not listened unmoved 
to that debate. Tle wa- sure he might claim to have as much 
sensibility upon the ject before the House :as those who 
affected most. He regarded the condition of these people with 
the deepest commiseration, and felt how easy it was to excise 
sympathies of mankind by an appeal to the tapics that had been 
dwelt upon by gentlemen. Certainly, the history of our Indian 
relations, from the first settlement of the colonies, is not-the 
brightest page in our annals; but, after all, no one could serious- 
ly argne that this magnificent continent, with all its boundless 
capacities of improvement, was to be left a waste to furnish 
hunting-eérounds for a few savage tribes, This, however; was 
not the question before the House. The present generation 
fonnd the law ascertained and eataLiizhed by their predecessors, 
Georgia heid her rights by virtue of maxims and principles aui- 
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versally recognised by civilized nations, ai the time her charter 

was granted to her, a hundred years ago, and for two’ centuries 

before. ‘They were just as sacred (these rights) as any title to 
land in the country. It might as well be objected toan estate 

Which had been three hundred years in a family, that it was ori- 

ginally acquired by fraud or violence. It is quite too late new 

to Jook into the abstract equity of. those principles; they were 
settled beyond controversy; they were among the “canon laws 
of our foundation,” they imposed upon thestatesmen of this 
- country, at least, an overruling moral necessity. "They would 

be found, not in “musty tomes,” as the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania, now near him, [Mr. NAYLOR, ] had contemptuously ex- 
pressed.it, but in all the monuments of our jurispridence, oid 
end new. They had been, not many years ago, expounded by 
Chief Justice Marshall, in the case of Johnson. and Mclo- 
tosh, inan opinion which reviewed the whole subject, and 
which he recommended to.the special attention of that gentle- 
man before lie ventured to repeat such language. - Mr. L. 
could add nothing to the force and fulness of that luminous dis- 
quisition, as far as it went, if he spoke forever. But there was 
still one point which it left in what seemed to him to be astate 
of most distressing uncertainty, and that was, what was the pre- 
seut state-of the Indian title? Mr. L, remembered that, when 
he was more in the habit of looking into such things than he 
had been for several years past, that appeared to hirn to be one 
of the most puzzling problems of the law. i was easy to say 
Wwhatit was not, Xt was not territorial jurisdiction that was in 
the State, and there could not be two jurisdictions of that kind 
within the same limits. It was net fee-simple: the fee-simple, 
too, as had been decided by the Supreme Court, resided in the 
State, and might be conveyed, notwithstanding this occupancy 
of the aborigines.. Whatthen, he asked again, did that occu- 
pancy amount to? It appeared to hin to be a thing sai generis. 
He could not agree with his friends from Georgia, that these 
tribes were mere tenants at will of the States in. which they re» 
sided. “Whatever, in strict theory, might be the correctness of 
that position, the uniform, universal practice of the Govern- 
ment, acqnicsced in by the whole country, including the State 
of Georgia, had been different. The common sense and com- 
mon feeling of the American people had been to. them asa 
law upon that subject. These iribes,as irzdes, had been cone 
sidered as. standing towards the Federal Government in a sort 
of undefined personal relation, independent of the States in 
whose territory they resided. . They have always. been treated 
with as having a right to reside upon the soil which they occu- 
pied, untit their consent to abandon it could be obtained; and 
the obtaining of this consent had, by the common voice of the 
country, been devolved upon the Federal Government. Xt was 
quite natural it should beso. They were the common enemy, 
tribes of warriors ever ready to take up arms to resist the pros 
gress of the white settlements, or to destroy those already made; 
many of them formidable enough to inspire Congress, no lon- 
ger ago than the Jast generation, with anxiety and alarm. 

-This Governments, therefore, entrusted with- the common de- 
fence, and tho power of making war and peace, -was of course 
charged with the duty of removing. these. tribes as the white 

population approached them. This it had uniformly endea- 
vored to effect, agreeably to the common feelings of the people, 
neacefully, and inthe most merciful and indulgent manner. it 
had regarded them as under its protection—in wardship. It 
had certainly been in the habit, from the necessity of the case, 
of restraining- the territorial jurisdiction of the States, with 
their implicit acquiescence. But, beyond all doubt, this Indian 
occupancy was understood not to be perpetual. ‘The idea, in- 
deed, involved a contradiction. The trides, as tribes, composing 
asort of body potitic, and treated with ag such, could not exist 
forever upona soil within the jurisdiction ofa State. This im- 
erium in imperio could not be tolerated by any statesman. 
Ro difficulty had ever occurred in consequence of this uncer- 
tainty of their tenure in former times. ‘Tribe after ibe had 
emigrated tothe wilderness, or disappeared from the face of the 
earth; without exciting any sensibility, cr even attention. <- So 
‘Jong as the Indian was a mere savage, a dumb creature, Whose 
despairor whose revenge could be expressed-onty by sallies of 
irregular hostility, it was all very well. We'went on enforcing 
our law of nature and nations, without the least remorse or hesita- 
tion. But timesare now changed; the day is come when those 
poor people, under our guardian careand the influences that 
surround, ibem, are become civilized and christianized. They 
have loarned the use of letters; nay, the wonders of antiquity— 
that which made Cadmus a god, the invention of an alphabet— 
lave been renewed in our own times by some selftangat genius 
whose name is hardly known among us. They. belong to the 
same religious communidén, they refer to the same standards of 
morality; and, appealing to the principles of eternal justice, 
they: demand of you, in. the presence of the world, by what 
right you imposed icon them as law, that the lands of their 
inheritance, the hunting grownds of their: fathers, whose 
““pones tie buried in them, belong to you? Sir, said Mr. La- 
care, I perfectly appreciate the ‘feelings of these poor people. 
They are the instincts of insulted nature, in every part of 
the workd. Lunderstand how they should madden a brave war- 
rior, hrooding over what he must think the wrongs of his race; 
and how, in wild defiance of the authority you affect to exercize 
over him, and have from the first exercised over him without 
hig consent, he should, to use the language of another, “throw 
down histomahawk upon the ground, and raize the war-whoop 
of his nation.” But yet, what are we to do? F mean, sir, here, 
in this legislative hal], as statesmen, bound by the fundamental 
Jaws and the settted policy of a nation—not a school of theo- 
rists, dreaming of perfect commonwealihs—not irresponsible 
makers of sentimental books to draw tears from the eyes of 
young ladies, or even to awaken the generous sensibilities of 
men, That, and thatalone, is the question whith I consider 
syself called npon to decide; and whatever my private feel- 
ings: or opinions may be, the laws of our ancestors bind me 
absolutely; E-saet enforce them, but E will do so in mercy. 
} will do whatever I can consti utionlly do to reconcile these 
people'to their fate, and to justify our policy to the civilized 
world. 3 ` <x A 
Mr. L. then-went-on to say that whatever differences of spi- 
ion had keen expresses as to the. rights of the Indiansand the 
conduct of the. Gavernment, it seemed agreed on ali hands that 
the dreaty myst- be executed. The unanimous sentence had 
gone forth, delenda est. The gentleman from Virginia, for 
jnstance, who. sat. before him, [Mr. Wise,} had displayed bis 
usual zeal in favor of these people, and inveighed wich eloquent 
. earnestness against what he considered as the ‘‘oppressor’s 
wrong” in regard. to them; he had denounced the treaty as 

“eoneeived in fraud, carried on im fraud, consummated. in 

treud; yea,. sit, ratified and in fraud, without any imputation 
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upon the integrity of the Senate, be it said; and yet, when the 
gentleman came to the practical question, what was to be done? 
His sensibilities had shown themselves as illogical as passion 
usually is, Mr. L. understood both the gentleman from Vir: 
ginia, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Na¥ior,} to 
agree that the treaty must, at all events, be executed. 

[Here Mr. Wisz explained. He meant that-he saw it would 
be unavailing to contend that the-treaty nught not to be execut- 
ed, a-decided majority having declaréd itself unalterably bent 
on doing so. But for his single self, he thought it ought nut to 
be enforced, and was ready so to vote.) A : 

Mr. L. admitted. that-he might have misunderstood the gen- 
tleman, and done injusticeto his logic. But at any rate the 
gentleman from Tennessee, whom he did nut then ‘see in his 
place, [Mr. BELL, Jand who had delivered in the Committee of 
the Whole a very able and statesmanlike speech upon the sub- 
ject, had expressly avowed the necessity of efiecting the re- 
moval, and pointed out the terms on which it should be done. 
And, sir, said Mr. L. policy, justice, yea, and mercy, require 
that this measure shouldbe accomplished, Isay mercy, in the 
only acceptation of the term which makes it a virtue; that 
which has been well described by a great man as “a long-sight- 
ed and strong nerved humanity,” which looks beyond the pre- 
sent moment with all that is distressing in its circumstances— 
for ifyou dwell too much on such things, when there is no re-` 
medy for them, they will drive you “mad,” asthe gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. NAYLOR] had confessed in regard to 
himself—to the prospects of the future which your policy opens 
upen this noble tribe. Sir, it is kindness to’ them to remove 
them. Thèy cannot exist in the midst of the white race. Our 
experience is uniform and conclusive upon the subject.” You 
may depend upon it that, what with war, disease, and vice, ex- 
termination will be their fate where theyare. It is inevitable, 
and if Ross deserves a tithe of what has been said of higability, 
he will perceive:it, and set himself zealously about the great 
work of establishing and civilizing his tribe in the pleasant land 
which has been assigned them, aloof from those contaminating 
and destructive influences with which they will soon be envi- 
roned here. 

He would then proceed to inquire-how far it was competent 
for the House to interfere with what had been done by the 
treaty-making power. Hecould not agree tothe rigid proposi- 
tion that it was absolutely bound, neither did he concur with 
those who thonght it in no degree bound, by a treaty. During 
the discussion in the French Chamber of Deputies, on the sub- 
ject of the late treaty with the United States, a discussion in 
which he had naturally felt a very deep interest, it had, indeed, 
been assumed in that assembly, and he must confess that it ap- 
peared to be conceded on all hands, that whenever an appro- 
priation of money, or any other act of legislation. was required 
to fulfil the condition ofa treaty, the Chamber of Deputies was 
as frec to refuse its concurrence in it as to any bill in the ordi- 
nary course of legislation. Mr. Lecars said he did by no 
means assent to that doctrine; it was a licentious one: the dis- 
tinction appeared to him to bea very simple cne. Undoubdt- 
edly that House might atany time take the responsibility ofset- 
ting aside a treaty, just as it might do any thing else that 
amounted to declaring war. Ithad the strict legal competence 
to do so; but he denied its moral-competence to interfere with a 
treaty, unless it could clearly show fraud, mistake, or some other 
defect which vitiated it as a contract. It was not enough to 
say; we do not see why this treaty was made; convince us thavit 
is as it ought to be, or we vote against it. This wouldve to ren- 
der every negotiation that had not been ratified by the House 
merely nugatory, an“ to require a renewal ofit there, contrary te 
the exprers words of the Constitution. The onus probandi was 
clearly upon the House. Before it assumed the responsibility of 
refusing its acquiescence in what bound the courts of the coun. 
try. it must be able to point out, with precision, some radical 
mora] defect, or some irresistible State necessity. Now,he must 
gay, that although he was free to own the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wisg,jin the course of this debate, had thrown 
grave doubt upon the regularity of the negotiation carried on 
with those people, he did not see his way clearly enough in the 
business to pronounce the solemn act of the President and Se- 
nate a mere nullity. Dut he readily admitted that those doubts 
disposed him the more to adopt the amendment reported by the 
Coramittee on Indian Affairs. For this reason he could not 
agree with his friends from Georgia, who scemed to disapprove 
what the Secretary had done. He confesses, far his own part, 
that he tad heard the message of the President on the subject 
with the Hveliest satisfaction, he might almost say with rapture. 
He rejoiced that an act of signal liberality, intended to ebyiate 
every plausible reproach, or even suspicion of injustice or op- 

ression upon the weak and the ignorent, had come to the 
Fouse with the sanction of that department of the Government. 
Ie, for one, had not beer patient under those imputations, and 
he felt relieved at the idea that there was now a reasonable hone 
of reconciling those people to their inevitabie destiny. He 
would not only vote for the appropriation called for by the Exe- 
cutive; he would, if it were necessary, go beyond it; but he 
could not consentto do so on the terms of the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Bern} He would not interfere with the ser- 
vire. We must not disarm. We must be reacy to take the 
field at any moment. We must extend every poseible fudul- 
gence to the Cherokees, but we must speak the janguase ofa 
grave and sern authority. determined in all events to execute 
the law laid down by the European race. 

As to the objections made to the policy ofthe Secretary of 
War, in the step which he had taken in that matter, Mr. F. con- 
fessed that he did not feel the force of them. Tha‘ minister had 
not agreed with Roes to allow them to protra-t their residence 
for two years more; not atall All that he had dene was to un- 
dertake to use his goad offices with the proper authorities of 
the States concerned, to suffer the removal to be made in auch 
a manner as might he as little vexatious as possib'e to these 
poor people, And was it too much toexpect that our fellow- 
citizens of those States would, as far as they might feel them- 
scires free to doso. most cheerfully acquiesce in a slight exten- 
sion of the time allowed for the emigration: nay. as he had said 
before, not even an- absolute extension of it? Gentlemen had 
assumed that the Cherokees were to be allowed, atall events, to 
reside two years longer in Georgia, ete.; but it was by no means 
so. The Secretary meantthat the removal was to begin imme- 
diately, and be completed in two years. Now. can any one 
doubt that, if serious opposition were made by these people, it 
would require much time to overcome it? ` He did not speak of 
war; it was cbvious enough that so strong a tribe, defending 


*See alittle tract fromthe venerable James Wadsworth of 
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itself with the resolution of despair, in the fastneases ofa moun: 
tainoux region, might cost us infinite trouble: Ie would require 
scarcely’ less timeto take them up bodily and remove thet; 
though unresisting, as he had ‘heard it intitvated,-we'should ‘be 
constrained to do. But laying such considerations‘ ut of the 
questien, he could not. persuade himsélf that 

Georgia would not do-all they could to soften the severit: 
law which had been imposed upon this tribe, in commons 
the yest: of the aborigines.“ He would not believe that they 
thought: and’ felt-differently from’ the rest of thecount'y upon 
this subject, or that they were under the influence of motives 
-Which could lead them to disregard ur violate the rights of hu- 
manity, further than an inevitable necessity, legal or political, 
might compel them to do go.. From what he had understood, 
he had been led to hope some amicable arrangement might be 
effected, : A eo ; : 

Then, as to the amount of compensation, it seems to be ad. 
mitted, on all hands, that, had the other conditions. he proposed 
been complied with, Ross would have accepted the $5,000,000 
as a full price forthe lands, ` : 

[Here Mr, Wisg rose, and denied this. Ross, he said, had. 
begun by demanding $20,000,000, &c.} 

Mr. Legare. Yea; but that was not his ultimatum. ‘Tho 
proposal was manifestly extravagant, and he abandoned it. 
Mr. L. said he had been assured by Senators, free from all party, 
or, indeed, any other bias, men of the higheet honor, and the 
most liberal eelings, that the Senate had acted with, the singlo 
view of making the largest compensation that could’ be 'de- 
manded by a reasonable man., They didnot, in tho least, Kiggle 
about the matter. With a moat liberal allowance of money, 
they had given to this tribe a fertile and healthy country 3 and 
he was sure that an equal number of our own fellow-citizens, 
in any State in the Union, such were their migratory habits, 
would have abandoned homes more comfortable and fields bet- 
ter cultivated ona far less tempting offer. Asto the additional 
appropriation called for by the Secretary of War, he thought 
the gentleman from Vermont, over the way; (Mr. EVERETT] 
who had manifested such a benevolent solicitude about the fate 
of the Cherokees, had ‘made out a very strong vase in favor of 
his idea that the $5,000,000 was: not, according to a fair inter- 
pretation of Ross’s proposals, meant to include: the objects of 
expenditure for which the additional appropriation was. now 
asked by the Executive. ` That gentleman seemed to lay great 
stress on having this considered as matter of contract, and not 
of beneficence. Tohim (Mr. L.) it-was immaterial whether it 
were bounty or obligation: he was, he repeated, ready to vote 
for it in either case, for reasons he had fully explained, 

Another change which the Secretary had agreed to also met 
his fullest approbation. 1t related to the provision of the treaty 
which seemed to have given particular offence ‘to the leading 
men of the Cherokee tribe; he meant the payment of the money 
not to those entitled to receive it, under what might be called 
the Constitution ofthis quasi nation, but. to the individuals that 
composed it: What justice had actuated the last Administration 
in adopting, for the firat time, inthe case before it, that peculiar 
policy, he had not the honor to know, and would not undertake 
todivine. But he thought the present Administration perfectly 
right in abandening it to effect go desirable an object as the pa- 
cifying the great majority ofthe tribe. |e could readily con+ 
ceive that this money, if paid to individuals, might be unpro- 
fitably thrown away, or render them a prey to the frauds of us- 
principled men. He trusted they would be pacified_—that they 
watld go in peace to the land which had been provided tor 
their future residence, and in which, if they have the capaci- 
ties of improvement ascribed to them. by their. patrons herp, 
they may be developed under the mést favorable cireumstances. 
Resistances-was vain; he did not mean that a battle might not 
be Jost, or a campaign frustrated. He spoke of the inevitable 
result, in the long run, of a contest between this tribe and ‘the 
Anglo-American rece. A morass might be impracticable, a 
forest might cover the retreat of a frightened foe. The savage 
warrior might fancy himself a hero, because he avoided defeat 
by avoiding a combatin the open battle field. But the day 
would come when the most formidable ofall races, in its career 
of irresistible aggrandizement, would sweep away every rem- 
nant ofthe aborigines which affected to withstand its progress 
within its own-borders. Letthem gonot only in peace, but in 
amity, assured that many and many of those who felt them- 
selves constrained, by a stern law, to impose upon them. what 
appeared to bea hard condition, felt the deepest sympathy with 
them, and cherished the warmest good wishes for their future 
happiness and improvement. ` 
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SPEECH OF MR. CUSHING, 


_ Or MASSACHUSETTS, 

In the Fouse of Representatives, May 17 and 22, 1838, 
The President of the United States having communicated to 
the House, on the 3d of May, 1838, a message on the subject 
of the territory of the United States beyond the Rocky moun- 
tains. i 
Mr. Cusuine moved that said message, and the report. of the 

Secretary of State accompanying the same, be referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to inquire into 

the expediency of establishing a post on the river Columbia 

for the defence and occupation of the territory of the United 

States, watered by said river, and also to consider the expedi- 

ency of making further provision by law to prevent the inter- 

meddling of the efficers or subjects of foreign powers with (he 

Indians of the United States. Which motion coming up for 

consideration on the 17th of May, 1838, 

Mr. CUSHING spoke in support of the same, safollows: 

Mr. Spsaxer: Irise to call the attention of the House toa 
subject very different from what has for some time past occu- 
pied its time; neither a party nor a personal question, but one 
greatly concerning the national honor and the rights and peace 
of the country; a question of deep interest between the United 
States.and a foreign power. Indiscussing it, I shall have to go 
over many dry detaile of treaties and facts, to the consideration 
of which it may be difficult to gain the ear of the House. But 
impressed asl am with the importance of the question te the 
whole nation, I shall proceed to speak, addressing myself tothe 
country as much as to the House. The great sea of public 
opinion—-that publictepinion which, in all civilized commu- 
nities of our day, and more especially among us, governs the 


Government—is composed of drops, and every particleinfused 
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into the general mass modifies the composition. I may, there- 
fore, without presumption, hope to be of some service in reviv- 
ing, atleast, an important question which has already slumbered 
too long, and the continued neglect of which would be most 
prejudicial to the interesis of the United States. 


My proposition has, for its main object, to assert the rights of | 


the United States to the country watered by the river Columbia, 
which will require of me to speak with freedom and plainness 
of the conduct of Great Britain, who alone disputes the tide of 
the United States. Ishall do thisin no unfriendly feeling to- 
wards Great Britain, but, on the contrary, with entire respect 
for her, and in the conviction that now is the time, of all others, 
when the conflicting rights of the two countries may be debate: 
without the least hazard of disturbing their amicable relations. 
Ifany such hazard existed, it would become us to‘encounter it 
manlully, rather than to abandon the rights and sacrifice the 

` honor of the country; but no such hazard does in fact exist, nor 
any cause whatever to deter the House from probing the matter 
to the very bottom. Great Britain is at this moment under 
large obligations to the United States for the forbearance mani- 
fested by our Government during the late troubles in her Ameri- 
can colonies. She knows, and feels, and avows And, hav- 
ing approved ourseives just, nay, generous, towards her in the 
hour of her need, we may well demand of her to be just towards 
us, and to.abstain from those persevering encroachments on 
our rights by land and sea, which have in all past times. cha- 
racterized her foreign policy. Now is the accepted time to ad- 
just especially our respective territorial pretensions upon this 
continent, 

Jn the first place, I shall endeavor to exhibit a summary view 
of the title of the United States to the Oregon Territory; after 
which, Ishall state the considerations which, in my judgment, 
render it an'imperative duty to take immediate measures for the 
occupation of that Territory. 

It is a principle, adopted by European nations in their settle- 
ments on this continent, that priority of discovery, followed in 
a reasonable time by actual occupation, confers exclusive terri- 
torial jurisdiction and sovercignty. itis also held that an esta- 
blishment, once made, extends by contiguity into the neighbor- 
ing regions. If the discovery be of an island, it has, in most 
cases, been regarded as giving a title to the whole island; if on 
the coast of the continent, then as reaching indefinitely along the 
coast and into the interior, with limits to be decided by actual 
occupation, by compact between conflicting claimants, or by 
force, Whether this be just or not, as regards the Indians in- 
habiting America, is another question, Ispeak of it only asthe 
conventional rule, recognised in the negotiations, and practised 
upon in the colonial enterprises, of the chief nations of Europe; 
and thus constituting a part of that somewhat uncertain mixture 
X conventions and of national equity, which is called the Law of 

ations. y 

This general principle, which enters into. the present question 
in all its parts, includes ‘a particular principle, which is still 
more specifically applicable to it. The discovery of the mouth 
of a great river, or the exploration of it, followed m a reasonable 
time by the actual assertion of territorial sovereignty, gives an 
exclusive rightto all the country watered by thatriver. With- 
out referring to various foreign cases of the -application of this 
doctrine, it will be sufficient for the satisfaction of the House, to 
show how it has keen treated by the United States, 

In’ the letter of Messrs, Monroe and Pinckney to Don Pedro 
Ceyvallos, April 21, 1805, it is said. ‘ 

When any European nation takes possession of any extent 
of seacoast, that possession is understood as extending into the 
interior county to the sources of the rivers emptying within 
that coast, to all their branches, and the country they cover, 
and to give ita right, in exclusion of all other nations, to the 
same. 

This position is adopted by Mr. Adams in his letter to Don Luis 
de Onis, March 12, 1813, and by Mr. Gallatin, in his i 
of the present question, (Executive Docs. 20th Con, 
No. 199, p. 61) 

Now, whatever rights, moreor less, are derivable from sco- 
very, belong to the United States alone. 

The river Columbia was first discovered in 1792, (excepting 
whether it may have becn previously discovered by the old 
Spanish navigators,) by Captain Robert Gray, of the American 

ship Columbia, fitted out in Boston, and received from him the 
name of the ship he commanded. In the same year, but con- 
fessedly subsequent to this, and upor information derived frum 
Captain Gray, it was visited by Yancony x in behalf of Great 
Britain. Priority of discovery, therefore, is clearly with the 
United States, as against Great Britain. Indeed, Gray had pre- 
viously, in 1788, explored the strait of Juan de Fuca, north of 
the Columbia, So that, leaving out of view the rights of Spain 
by discovery, and of Spain and France by contigu ity xten- 
sion, the United States claim the Oregon Territory by right of 
discovery. 

By cession from France, in 1803, the United States acu 
Louisiana, and all the rights of France in that direction, 
are the northwestern limits of Louisiana? Extension by 
tguity would carry the pretensions of Fyance to the Pacific. 
By Great Britain herself, the possession of the boily of the con. 

tinent was always treated as stretching across the entire breadth 
of the continent. Fer grants to, Massachusetts ‘and t? other 
colonies reach to the Pacific. Conflicts of pretension thus grew 
up between France and Great. Britain, which were adjusted, in 
1763, by the treaty of Versailles, by which Great Britain ceded 
to France all claixns to land west of the Miss issippi. Prior to 
which, by the treaty of Utrecht, concluded in 1713, France and 
Great Rritain, agreed to appoint commissioners to describe and 
settle the boundaries between the French and English colonies 
in North America; which resulted in the establishment of the 
parallel of 49 degrees north as the northern limit of Louisiana, 
As between Great Britain and France, then, Louisiana was 
bounded eust by the Mississippi, north by latitude 49 deg. N. 
and westward by the Pacific; and by the Louisiana trealy, the 
United States added to her own rights of discovery the pre 
existing rights of France. 
| Tn this state of the case, Mr, Jefferson devised and authorized, 
in 1805, the celebrated expedition of Lewis and Clark, who 
ascended the Missouri, crossed the Rocky mountains reached 
the head-waters of the Columbia, descended the river, erected 
tae works called Fort Clatsop, andin the most formal’ and au- 
thentic manner asserted the rights of the United States in andto 
the whole country. - No establishment ofany other power ex- 
tated aes timon hg waters of the Columbia. 

__ But the enterprise of colonizing that country was undertake: 
in-1811 by.John Jacob Astor, of New York; one of eee Gun 
noble merchants “who, by their great commercial enterprise 
have enriched nations, peopled wildemesses, and extended the 4 


bounds of empire; a man of far-seeing mind, with plans co- 
vering the globe, and with results as grand as the plans; a mer- 
chant, in wealth and greatness of design equalling the Medici of 
Florence. the Dorias of Genoa, and the Foscari of Venice, with- 
out the :uitical ambition which rendered their wealth a curse 
to theirecantry. The arrative, by Washington Irving, ofthat 
magnificent undertaking, belongs to the classic literature of the 
world, combining the truth of history with the stirring interest 
of romance. Mr. Astor’s establishment at Astoria, having for 
its immediate object the prosecution ef the fur-trade, was ante- 
rior to any establishment on the Columbia by- any power other 
than the United States. Jt was broken up.hy the war of 1812, 
and taken possession of by Great Britain in the course of her 


“belligerent operations; but again formaily surrendered to us in 


1818, in express obedience to the treaty of Ghent.—(Doc. 17th 
Con, Ist Ses. Exec. No. 328.) What was the character. of this 
transaction clearly appears from the explanations on the sub- 
ject exchanged by Mr. Rush and Lord Castlereagh. Mr. 
Rush says: 

“I toid him, &c. bi Granting that she (England) 
hada claim, was the lawfulness of the step taken by the United 
States (that is, resuming the possession of Astoria) to be ques- 
tioned? That the post was in their possession before the war 
of 1812, was admitted; and, also, that it had fallen, by capture, 
inte the hands of Briain dwing the war. How, then, under a 
treaty of peace, the first article of which stipulated the mutual 
restitution of all places reduced by the arms’ of either party, 
was our right to restitution to be impeached’? * ° $ 
His lordship udmitied our right torestitutian, andour claim 
to be in possession, when negotiations for the litlewere going 
on.”™—(Rush’s London, p. 74.) : 

Or, as stated in Mr. Rash’s official despatch: 

“Lord Casilereigh admitted, in the most ample extent, our 
right to be reinstated, and to be the party in possession while 
treating of the tide.” —Letter Feb. 1818.) 

Here, then, we have the original title of the United States by 
discovery, fortified by the rights of France, continued by the 
exploration of Lewis and Clark, by the formal taking of pos 
session, andby regular occupation, and completed by the re” 
cognition of Great Britain. 

Nor is this the whole strength of our case. By the Florida 
treaty, concluded in 1819, Spain ceded to the United States all 
her claims on this contivent north of lativade 42 degrees north. 
And this was a most important cession. Indeed iat treaty was 
rather a convention of mutual cessions than of pecuniary in- 
demnities merely. Mr. Adams, who, in all cases where in the 
course of a Jong life of public service he has been called to 
maintain the rights of his country, has done it ably. and tho- 
roughly,and who negotiated that treaty, deserves universal 
credit for its favorable conditions in this respect. In considera- 
tion of the cession to Spain, made under the positive instructions 
of President Monroe, of our claims to the Rio del Norte, which 
claims Mr. Adams defended strenuously to the last, the United 
States obtained, in addition to East and West Florida, a cession 
of all the rights of Spain in the valley and coast of the Oregon; 
rights which alone could seriously conflict with our own pre- 
tensions on the Pacific. 

Spain, prioy to 1819. claimed that whole country to Prince 
William’s sound, in the 60:h parallel of latitude. She did 
this, in right of the extension of her Mexican possessions by 
contiguity, and in right of early discovery and repeated explo- 
rations and acts of occupation, Hernan Cortes, the great cen- 
queror himself, in the prosecution of his own splendid designs, 
explored, in 1526, the northwestern coast of America to the 
northern limits of Caliafornia. Phe Spaniards, also, point to 
various other expeditions fitted out from Acapulcoor Sau Blas 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; as that of i in 
1582 to latitude 57 degrees north; Juan de Fuca in 1592, who 
is said to have discovered, aud certainly gave his name to, the 
bay andstrail still bearing it, and ¿ couat of whose voyage 
in the trust-worthy Purchas, though formerly disputed, seems 
now to be admitted, (Murray’s N. Am. Dis, vol. 2, p. 80;) Viz- 
caino, in 1602, whois believed by some of the Spanish writers 
o have discovered the Oregon;* De Fonte, who is said to have 
reached the latitude 54 degrees in i640. Why these accounts, 
or any of them, should he d ated, i kuownon Son Tihem, 
itis perfectly certain, rest upon the most ample evidence Jn- 
stead of being intrinsically improbable, it would, on the con- 
trary, have been strange indeed if Spain, being in tranquil pos- 
session of New California, had never extended her voyages 
afew degrees to the north of that province along the same 
coast. 

ilowever this may be, no English navigator, prior to Cook, 
has any pretension to antiquity of discovery in that quarter, 
except Sit Francis Drake. He was a pirate, cruising along the 
coastand in the seas of Spanish America as a bucaneer and a 
plunderer, making private way, and capturing prizes on his 
own responsibility, landing to rav: and burn the towns, and 
hold the peaceful peopie to ransom, a galant pirate, to be sure, 
brave and enterprisivg; hut still a pirate, and knighted as such 
for the mischief he had thus dene to in. Whether the 
cruises ofa bucaneer can eonfer any tide of discovery wiil net 
stop to inquire; it is unnecessary; for no creditable account of 
his vayage carries it beyond latitude 42 or 43; and the landir 
that he made in order to claim title was in latitude 33 decre. 
30 minutes—within the acknowledged jimits of ihe Spanish 
province of Caliafornia. 

And without dwelling upon these old voy; 5 
and seventeenth centuries, we have that ol P in 1774 to lat- 
tude 54 degrees, and of Quairain 1775 to latitude 57 d 
both anterior to that of Cook; wed by Arteaga 1779, 
Martinez in 1788, Elisa in 1790, and Malaspina in 179), carrying 
up the Spanish discoveries to the strait of Juan de Fuca, and 
even to Prince William’s Sound, all of them preceding Van- 
couver. All the title of Spain, acquired in the various modes 
usual in such cases, is now vested in the United States by the 
Florida treaty; and, united with the other sources of titles pos- 
sessed by us, constitutes a right of dominion not to be shaken by 
any European Power. h 


“Torquemada, in the authentic account of Vizcaino’s expedi- 
tion, given by him in the Monarquia Indiana, says that Martin 
de Aguila, who commanded one of the vessels of the fleet, har- 
ing passed northward of Cape Bianco, se hallo un rio mev 
caudaloso y hondable 7 Queriendo entrar por eì, hos cor- 
rientes no dio lugar a ello.—(Lib. v. ¢. 53) Bumboldi how- 
ever, does not consider this to have been the Columbia: but 
thinks the Columbia was first visited by the Spaniards in 1775, 
its bay having beefrentered by the expedition of Heceta and 
Quadra, and called by them Entrada de Heceta.—Ciumbuilde's 
New Spain, v. ili, e. S, s. 15.) j 


In addition to, and independent ofall which;'the natural. pro- 
gress of population westward by extension, on the ground of 
contiguity, would give us a claim of title superior to that of any 
other nation, we occupying and’ settling indisputably to. the 
very heart of the continent. = f 

In fact, our title south of latitude 54 degrees is practically ade 
mitted by all the rest of the world, except Great Britain. -An 
old agreement existed between Russia and Spain, by-which the 
former was left undisturbed in the extreme northern latitudes of 
Alaska, [N. Amer. Review, No. 61; p. 606.7 After the conclu- 
sion of the Florida treaty, a convention was entered into be- 
tween the United States and Russia, whose deportment towards 


- this country has always been distinguished by dignity and libe- 


rality—the convention of the 17th April, 1824, which ctosed the 
door against any difference between us in that quarter, by an 
agreement that Russia would make no settlement on the north- 


a to sea. 
just rights, which cover the whole of the valley of the 
Columbia; but the love of peace, and the consideration that 
Louisiana was bounded by latitude 49 degrees, would have 
justified such an arrangement. To this Great Britain obsti- 
nately refused to accede. And I must now ask the attention of 
suse to the nature and extent of her pretensions. 

ine, as the result of the arguments which } have thus 
presented to the House, that the United States have a 
to the Oregon ‘Fervitory, as against any and ‘every 
Europ. an Power, extending from latitude 42 degrees, the line 
of the Mexican Republic, to lavitude 54 degrees, the line ad- 
justed with Russia. Tadmit, in pursuance of the negotiations 
of 1828 and 1826, that it may be wise to settle the matter, as 
between us and Great Britain, at Iatitude 49 degrees, striking 
the Pacific in the strait of Juan de Fuca. And I hold that the 
United ares cannot, in safety or in honor, concede any thing 
more than this,” i 

Betw:vu these limits Great Britain is unable to claim any 
territory, by merely sailing along the coast and touching here 
and the. ', because preceded in that by navigators in the ser- 
i ‘pain; all whose right is vested in the United States 
by the liorida treaty. A 

Greai Britain cannot claim it as a dependency of the river 
Columb:ii, because anticipated in the navigation of that river 
by Gray; in the exploration of itby Lewis and Clark; in the 
occupation of it by Lewis and Clark and by Mr. Astor, 

Great Eritain is precluded from claiming itas residuary ter- 
ritory of hers, under the tide by which she formerly held this 
country. because prevented by the treaty of 1763 between her 
and France, in which she disclaims irrevocably beyond the 
Mississippi; the seventh article being in these words: 

“The confines between the British and French, possessions 
in North America shall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn 
along the tniddle of the Mississippi from its source to the river 
Iberville, art from thence, by the middle of the river Iberville 
and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain, to the sea.”"—(Chal- 
mer’s Tr. vol. 1, 473.) 

Great Britain is’ forbidden to claim it as parcel of the old 
North American possessions still retained by her in virtue of 
the treaty of Paris, because the decision of the commissioners 


unter the treaty of Uwecht establishes the line of 49 degrees” 


westward of the Lake of the Woods. The rule of extension by 
contiguity would, to be sure, if no other considerations inter- 
vened, carry her possessions to the Pacific; but it would be 
along the parallel of 49 degrees, because the same rule of ex~ 
tension would carry us to the Pacific. 

That is to say, Great Britain is, upon all principles of inter- 
national law, and by her own solemn contracts, debarred and 
estopped trom any and every species of “exclusive right or 
claim whatsoever, south of latitude 49 degrees, and west of the 
Lake of the Woods, to the Pacific. : 


Accordingly, conscious of the utter futility of any such claim, 
Great Britain makes no claim to sovereignty over any part of 
the territory in question. Her pretension extend to the whole 
of the territory, but is preferred by her in the shape ofa pre- 
tended right of joint occupancy of every part of it in ‘common 


with other powers, leaving suspended in abeyance the right of 


exclusive dominion as to any part of it. 


This extraordinary pretension of hers is grounded on the 
Nootka Convention as itis commonly called—a treaty extorted 
by her from Spain in 1790, under circumstances of passionate 
injustice, which, even at that stormy period, when the Powers 
of Europe were accnstomed to fly to violence upon the smallest 
real or imaginary injury, was barely tolerated by the world, 
and which, in the present more enlightened times of general 
aversion to war, could not escape the severest reprobatiop. 
This convention confers a claim as against Spain only, and so 
much of our right as we derive from Spain. The substance of 
it is, that subjects of either of the two parties, Great Britain. and 
Spain, are not to be disturbed by the other, whether in navi- 
gating or fishing in the Pacific acean, or in landing on the coast, 
in places not already accupied, for the purpose of carrying on 
commerce with the natives, or of making settlements there. 
I shal! not trouble the House with the multiplied details of this 
question, as between Great Britain and Spain. Independently 
of the force and effect of it in that relation, there are several 
answers to it on the part of the United States. It settles no 
definite limits of territorial jurisdiction. -It leaves the question 
of sovereignty. upon the titles of Spain or France. Being a 
convention of usuffuct euly, and not of territorial jurisdiction 
or of sovereignty. it might be obligatory on Spain so long. as 
she retained the jurisdiction, but not upon her successor in 
sovereignty. Beyon! which the United States hold under 
France as well as Spain; and: still more by discoveries of their 
own, followed by actual ocevpation, that occupation. having 
been reccgnised by the authorities of Great. Britain. ae 

It only remains, for the disposal] of this part of the diplomatic 
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question, that I shoùld state the actual position of it upon the 
treaties between the United States and Great Britain. 


By the treaty of Paris, September 3, 1783, our boundary is, 


beginning at the Lake of the Woods; “ thence through the said 
laketo the most northwestern point thereof, and from thence 
on a'duc. west course to the river Mississippi; thence, by a? 
line to Ve drawa along the middle of the said river Mississippi ,? 
in conformity with the. provisions of the treaty of Versailles 
before cited, and so proceeding down the river to the bounds of 
Louisiana and Florida in.that direction. 

The'annexation of Louisiana to the United States changed, of 
course, our northwestern frontier. _ Butno new convention was 
iinmediately concluded, defining this on the side of Great Bri- 
tain.” The treaty of Ghent, December 24, 1814, proceeds on the 
assumption of limits according to the status ante bellum. It 
provides forascertaining the northwestern point of the Lake of 
the Woods; but it goes no farther westward, In that direction 
the line is continued: by the convention of October 20, 1818, 

from the Lake ofthe Woods to the Stony Mountains, along 
the parallel of 49 degrees, in just application of the treaty of 
Utrecht. By the same convention, it isagreed, that any country 
that may be claimed by either party on the northwest coast of 
America, westward of the Stony Mountains, shall, together with 
its harbors, ,bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers 
within the same, be free and open, for the term of ten years, to 
the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two powers; this agree- 
ment, not to bo construed to the prejudice of any claim which 
either of the ‘parties may have to any part of the said country. 
Which‘agreement, by the convention of August 6, 1837, was 
continued indefinitely, subject to be terminated by either party 
on twelve months’ notice. 

I desire to sce this agreement terminated as soon as possible. 
It gives nothing co-the United States; for we have no occasion to 
ask the consent of Great Britain to use the harbors, bays, creeks, 
and rivers of our own territory. It gives every thing to Great 
Britain; hecause without it ber vessels and subjects would be 
mere intruders and interlopers ina country which belongs to us. 
I desire to see the treaty notice given hy the United States, and 
provision- made by law for the occupation of the country by its 
rightful sovereign, The notice, we may rest assured. will never 
be given by Great Britain. Her policy is procrastination, in this 
case, asin that of our northeastern frontier; ‘and_for precisely 
the same reason, . In both caseg she has, under guise of tempo- 
rary agreements, availed herself of our neglect, or at least of our 
unsuspecting good faith, to insinuate herself into actual posses- 
sion of the territory in dispute. To settle the question, is to oust 
the intruder. To be sure, there is a stipulation that the agree- 
ment shall not prejudice the rights of either party; but it does 
prejudice our rights, deeply, fatally, as I will prove to this 
House by the most authentic facts. 

Beforel enter upon this, the more important and interesting 
partof this subject, T have a coucluding suggestion to make on 
the question of title. T derive my knowledge of this from 
books; especialy the negotiations of 1823 and 1826, (Doc. 19th 
Congress, Ist ‘session, Exec. No. 65; and Doc. 20th Cong. Ist 
seas. Exec. No. 199,) and the reports. of Mr. Baylies, of Mass. 
who, with Mr. Floyd, of Va. was instrumental in bringing this 
topic hefare a former Congress (Rep. 19th Cong. Ist ses. Nos. 
35 and 213.) But there is an indididual present [Mr. Apams] 
whois a living record of the diplomatic’ 
and who was personally conversant with some of the most ma- 
terial of these negotiations, With permission of the House, I 
would respectfully. appeal to my colleague ‘to state whether 
I have properly represeuted the facts and treaties bearing upon 
our rights in this matter; since, if I have erred in any essential 
point, T wish to be corrected on the spot, by one to whose am- 
pler knowledge of the subject I shall cheerfully defer. 

After Mi. Apams's remarks, Mr. Cusninc resumed and 
continued h s speech as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I feet under great obligations to my colleague 
(Mr. Apaats] for bis prompt compliance with my request, and 
for the information he has communicated to the House. His 
opinion of the validity of our title to the, country beyond tke 
Rocky Mountains will deservedly have great weight in the 
public estimation. And I do not perceive that he and I differ 
materially in regard to the sources of that title: for, if he un- 
derstov.| nie as maintaining the abstract justice of the right of 
discovery, assumed by European powers to justify their con. 
qiests and acquisitions inthe New World as against the abori- 
ginal iuhabitants, it must have been because I did not express 
mnyselfwith sufficient fullness on that head. What I meant 
and mean to advance in this respect is, only, that as a conven- 
tional rule, by which to adjust claims of territory on this conti- 
nent among theinselves, the right of discovery, when followed 
up ina reasonable time by actual occupation, is generally re- 
ceived and admitted, with more or less flexibility ef application 
to given cases, by the civilized nations of Burope. 

And considering, therefore, thaton this, and the various other 
groundsadduced, our title to the Oregon Territory is a good one, 
sufficiently so, as my colleague [Mr. ApAms] observes, to be 
justly mainiained, if necessary, by force, I proceed to state the 
‘facts and considerations which reem to me to demand that the 
present ambiguous condition of things in relation to the Territo- 
ry should be ended, and our sovereignty therein reaffirmed and 
established. Having done which, Ishall confidently hope for 
the aid and support of my colleague in the defence of the rights 
andinterest of the United States. . 

Throughout the vast interior regions of North America, to 
the West and Northwest, with its noble rivers, continuous 
lakes, extensive prairies, and lofty mountain ranges, the chief 
object of commercial pursuit, itis familiarly known to us al, is 
the fur of the wild animals with. which the country abounds; 
constituting almost the sole marketable wealth of the numerous 
trihes of Indiana scattered over those parts of the continent. 
While the French held Canada, down to 1763, the trade with the 
indians, and the collection of peltries, in the immense countries 
beyond the great Jakes, was carried on partly by the French Ca- 
nadians themseives, and partly by their northern neighbors, the 
English Hudson’s Bay Company; all which invaluable trade, 
on theacquisition of Canada, fell into the hands of Great Bri- 
iain. The Iudson’s Bay Company was not long without a 
competitor in the. Northwest Company of Montreal, formed in 
1787- ‘Their competition of trade induced deadly feuds, fatal to 
thelrown peace and prosperity, while they distracted and cor- 
ripted the Indians. A new‘turn was given to the course of 
events by-th vels of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, and the ef- 
feécigiof his sélsafter hig-return to England. A brief ex- 
tract from his book, published in 1801, will explain this: G 
“Ex pericace has proved that this trade, from its very nature, 
cannot be ¢arried on by individuals. A very large capital, or 
credit, or indeed both, is necessary; and, consequently, an asso- 


_ establishments through the interior, 


istory of the country, , 


ciation of men of wealth to direct, with men of -enterprise.to 
act, in one common interest, must ‘be formed on such principles 
as that, in due time, the later may succeed the former, in con- 
tinual and progressive succession. The junction of such a 
commercial association with the Hudson’s Bay Company is 
the important measure which 1 would propose; and the trade’ 
might be carried on with a very superior degree of advantage, 


both public and private, under the privilege of their charter. 


By enjoying the privilege of the company’s charter,. though 
but fer a limited period, there are adventurers who would be 
willing, as they are able, to engage in and carry on the proposed 
commercial undertaking, as well as to give the most complete 


and satisfactory security to Government for the fulfilment of its - 


contract with the company. It would, at the same time, be 
equally necessary to adda similar privilege of trade on the Go- 
lumbia river, and its tributary waters.” 

“By the waters that discharge themselves into Hudson’s Bay, 
at Fort Nelson, itis proposed to carry on the trade to their 
source atthe head of the Saskatchewine river, which rises in the 
Rocky Mountains, not eight degrees of lounitude from the Pa- 


„cific ocean. The Columbia flows also from the same moun- 


tains, and discharges itself in the Pacific, in latitude 46 degrees 
20min. Both of them are capable of reeeiving ships at their 
mouths, and are navigable throughout for boats.” 


“But, whatever course may be taken from the Atlantic, the . 


Columbia is the line of communication from the Pacific ocean 
pointed out by nature, as it isthe only navigable river in the 


-whole extent of Vancouver’s minute survey ofthat coast. Its 


banks, also, form the first level country in ‘all the southern ex- 
tent of continental coast from Cook’s entry, and, consequently, 
the most northern situation fit for colonization, and suitable for 
the residence of a civilized people. By opening this intercourse 
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and forming regular 
and at both extremes, as 
well as along the coasts and islands, the entire command of the 
fur trade of North America might be obtained from latitude 48 
deg. north, to the pole, except that portion of it which the Rus- 
sians have in the Pacific. - To this may be added the fishery in 
both seas, andthe markets of the four quarters of the glote. 
Such would be the field for commercial enterprise: and incal- 
cuwlable would be the produce of it, when supported by the 
operations of that credit and capital which Great Britain so 
pre-eminently possesses. Then would this country begin to be 
remunerated for the expenses it has sustained in discovering 
and surveying the coast of the Pacific ocean, which is at pre- 
sent left to American adventurers, who, without regularity or 
capital, or the desire of conciliating future confidence, look alto- 
gether to the interestofthe moment Such adventurers—and 
many of them, asI have been informed, have been very suc- 
cessal would instanly disappear before a> well-regulated 
trade.” 

“Many political reasons, which itis not necessary to enume- 
rate here, must present themselves to the mind of every man 
acquainted with the enlarged system and capacities of British 
commerce, in support of the measure which I have very briefly 
suggested, as promising the most important advantages to the 
trade of the. United Kingdoms.”’—( Mackenzies Trav. vol. 2, 
pages 388-92.) ` 

Meanwhile the United Statesacquired the country beyond the 
Rocky Mountains, by discovery, purchase, exploration, and the 
formalities of occupation. Mr. Astor, himself extensively en- 
gaged in the fur trade south and west of the lakes, became fully 
aware of the great value of the Oregon country, and the impor- 
tance of a line of trade to be carried across the continent, by 
ascending the river Missouri, and descending the Columbia to 
the Pacific, and thence cummunicating directly with China; 
and, in the promotion at the same time of his own interests and 
those of the United States, organized the establishment of Asto- 
ria. The Northwest Company took the alarm. They foresaw 
what would be the effect of this enterprise, if successfully pro- 
secuted. 'Fhey despatched emissaries of theirs to the Colum- 
bia, who, availing themselves of.the war between Great Britain 
and the United States, which followed in the year after the foun- 
dation of Astoria, Induced McDougall, one of the agents of Mr. 
Astor, to make a fraudulent sale of his factory, furs, and other 
property, to the Northwest Company; and the sloop of war Ra- 
coon came and toox formal possession of Astoria inthe name of 
Great Britain, and changed the name of the post to St. George. 
This formal possession, however, was an act of war, and was 
annulled, as I have before stated, by the restoration of the post 
to Mr. Prevost and to Commodore Biddle, in the Ontario, afier 
the conclusion of peace. But sull the Northwest Company re- 
tained the actual possession of the country, under the purchase 
from McDougall; and in 1821, the Northwest Company and the 
Huadson’s Bay Company, having compromised their differences, 
were united, the operations of the new association being conti- 
nued down to this ume under the charter of the Iudson’s Bay 
Company. : 

This purchase from McDougall, and the possession under it, 
cruld, itis evident, confer no sovereignty on Great Britain as 
against the United States. But the continued tolerance “of the 
presence of the Northwest Company there, after the conclusion 
of the war, wasa capital error, imputable to the supineness and 
culpable neglect of our Government. Mr. Astor offered to re- 
new his enterprises on the Columbia, provided the Government 
would estabhish a military post there, with the most trifling 
force, even a lieutenant’s command; needing only the counte- 
nance and the flag of the United States. If his advice had heen 
adopted, the question would have been settled then, before the 
Hadson’s Bay Company had struck root in the Territory. What 
the actual result has been, F will siate in the words of Major Pa- 
cher, (Sen. Doc 1850, 71, No. 39.] It has been to realize, in all 
respects, the plan marked ont by Sir Alexander Mackenzie in 
1601, for undermining our influence and our trade in and beyond 
the Rocky Mountains. 

“1. The Hudson’s Bay and Northwest Compznies have been 
united, and are now trading under the name and charter of the 
former. 2. The trade has been extended to the Columbia 
river. 3. A colony of civilized people is forming on that river. 
4, A line of forts and posts is established across the continent. 
5. The mouth of the Columbia is occupied, ships enter it, boats 
ascend it, the mountains are crossed, and the communication is 
regular, from the Pacific to the Atlantic. 6. American adven- 
turers have aimost disappeared, and the British have the com- 
mand of the fur trade north of 49 degrees, and the chief enjoy- 
ment of it forsome degrees south. 

“The political advantages of all these events are considerable 
(to Great Britain) in time of peace, and must become infinite} 
more so in time of war, when ihe command of all the North- 
ern Indians may harrass the settlements on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi; and the possession of a naval and military station 
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and a colony on the estuary of the Columbia river may lead 
to the annihilation of our ships. and commerce on the Pacific 
ocean.” - make . 

_. The Hudson’s Bay Company, as now ‘organized, I présent.to 
the notice of the people of the: United ‘States, as being. in itself 
a great foreign power, mest injurious and hostile to’ their. rights 
and intereste.. It is te America what the Bast India Company 
isto Asia. Dean Tucker describes it as one of the corrupt mo- `. 
monoplies of the reign of Charles Il. (Tucker on Trade, p. 68) 


-And itis natural enough that a corporation, born of corruption 


should subsist by usurpation. Though chartered for a limited — 
time, which has long since expired, and though never confitmed 
by Parliament, (Chitty on Com. vol. 1, p. 679,) and so existing 
only as a corporation, by sufferance, it claims a more than impe- 
rial sway as appurtenant to the grant of the trade of Hudson’s 
bay, commencing midway.in the Northeastern coast of the.con- 


~ tinent, reaching from Labrador down to.near the shores of Lake 


Superior, thence along the highlands which divide ‘the waters 
of the Mississippi and-Migsouri from those of Lake Winnipeg, 
and so sweeping around by the easterly side of the Rocky 
mountains to the Slave Lake, and back to the shores of the At- 
lantic—(Beuchette’s Brit. Dom. vol. 1, p, 32, et seg.) “This enor- 
mous territory, indeed, encroaches directly on the United States, 
for the company undertook to sellto the Earl of Selkirk a large 
tract of more than one hundred thousand square miles, the 
country of the Red river of Lake Winnipeg, which is found to 
be cut off by our boundary. .Not content with which, the com- 
pany has even seated itself down as the mistress of the great 
valley of the Columbia. - Yet its rights are limited tothe power 
which its establishments give it, and the monopoly which it 
usurps of the trade of the interior, overbearing the competition 
of private enterprise. i 

I have English authority to attest the general character.of the 


` dominion exercised by these mercantile sovereigns, the Hud- 


soms Bay and Northwest Companies. There is a work pub- 
lished by a servant of the Hudson's Bay Conspany, in 1770, 
who styles it a baneful monopoly,” who details what he plainly 
eallsits tyranny and its frauds, and who says the associates 
“have undoubtedly forfeited every just pretension’? to continue 
a corporation, “by the ill use they have made of this royal 
favor.”—(Umifreville’s Hud, B. Com. p. 98.). And what the 
Northwest Company has been, we learn f om the friends of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company; for (the Jate) Lord Selkirk says that, 
in the wide range of oountry occupied by their forts and trading 
posts, they “established a mere despotic rule than. could. be 
found to exist even in any Asiatic Government,’ (Claims of the 
Hud. Bay Com, p. 39;) and we are further advised that “the 
intercourse of the Northwest Company with the Indians, * * 
under the semblance and disguise of commerce, is an organized 
system of rapine.” And-these are the companies we suffer. to 
remain in the intrusive occupation of the Oregon, most inju- 
riously to us! . A Ne ar ng 

For J have abundant proofs of the incompatibility of their 
conduct with the rights and peace ofthe United States. . 

In the Executive Message of the 23d Desember it is told us, 
in addition ta some other facts: f : 

“The Hudson’s Bay Company have also several depots, situ- 
ated on watercourses, in the interior of the country; the princi- 
pal one isat Fort Vancouver, on the northern bank of the Colum- 
bia river, about cighty or one hundred miles from its mouth. It 
is known, by information recently obtamed, that the English 
company have a steamboat on this river, and that they have a 
saw-mill, and are cutting timber on the territory claimed by the 
United States, and are shipping it in considerable quantities to 
the Sandwich Islands.’? pt 2 gh A ‘ 

The President did not see fit to communicate the particulars 
ofthe “ information recently obtained;’’ but we reach these by 
the memorial from Mr, William A. Slacum, the agent employed 
by the Government to obtain information concerning the sette- 
ments inthe Oregon, which memorial was presented to the Se- 
nate on the 18th December, 1837, in aid of a claim preferred by 
Mr. Slacum. This document exhibits in detail’ the facts that 
the Ifudson’s Bay Company have a military post on the Colum- 
bia; that they supply munitions of war to the Indians; that they 
seek to alienate the Indians from us; and that they. occupy ‘the 
country asif it were theirs: illustrating, also, the great value and 
importance of that country, as well for itself, as for its uses in 
the trade of the Pacific seas. It exhibiisa fact, also, which I 
commend to the notice of Mr. O’Connell, who heaps such un- 
measured invective on the people of this country because of 
the existence,of slavery in a portion of the United States; 
namely, that, while Great Britain is applauding herself on the 
emuncipation of the African race in her West India Colonies, 
the Iudson’s Bay Company ‘is.introducing anew form ofslavery 
in the Northwest, by applying it extensively to the American 
Indians. That this abuse is practised by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company cannot excuse the British Government, any more than 
the perpetration of similar and worse abuses in Asia by the East 
India Company. - > 

There is, in the document before me, (Sen. Doc, 1828-9, No. 
67) a great body of evidence similar to that of Major Pilcher, 
which I have quoted, consisting of letters of Gen. Ashley, W. L. 
Sublette, Mr. Astor, Gen William Clark, Gen. Cass, &c. show- 
ing how fatal the influence of the Hudson’s Bay Company is to 
our own free trade. I will read an extract from one of these let- 
ters, (that of Mr. Cambreleng) with his consent. This letter, 
addressed to Mr. Benton, and dated January 12, 1829, says: 

«I have in my_ possession the actual returns of the furs col- 
lected by the Hudson’s Bay Company for the year 1828, which, 
according to a valuation made by one who has a thorough know- 
ledge of the trade, amount to $894,879 85. The shares of that 
company have increased from £60, or 40 per cent. below par, 
to £240 sterling, or 140 per cent. above par. The business ot 
the company has continued to increase at the rate of from 60 
to $10°,0 0 annually. The prosperous condition of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company may be attributed, in some measure, to the ad- 
vantagesenjoyed by the British traders, who procure their ma- 
nufaċtares Without duty, while the American traders pay 40 per 
cent. and upwards;.and who can send their furs to the Ameri- 
can market, while our traders pay a duty in the British market. 
But che most important advantage enjoyed by the ITudson’s Bay 
Company is the admirable harbor at the mouth of the Colum- 
pie, which we virtually and unfortunately granted them by our 
treaty of [818 That settlement at the mouth of the Columbia 
river is now the centre of an immense trade in furs; and, unless 
we take somestep to place our traders on an equal footing with 
the British, and secure to the. former the privilege of trading in 
safety within our own dominions at least, our Indian trade mast 
decline, and we must wiake up our minds to sutrender the whole 
Indian country to Great Britain.’ 

This grievapce, the injurious influence of. the Hugson’s Bay 
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Company upon our fur trade in and about the Rocky. moun- 
tains, on both sides of them, has been earnestly represented to 
Congress by the Legislature of Missouri, as well as in the com- 
munications of the individuals above mentioned. Itis fully 
presented, also,in Washmugton Irving’s Astoria. He says, with 
particular reference to the Oregon Territory: 

“In our hands, beside the roving bands ef trappers and tra- 
ders, the country would have been explored and settled by in- 
dustrious husbandmen; and the fertile valleys bordering its ri- 
vets, and shut up among its mountains, would have been made 


to pour forth their agricultural treasures to contribute to the ge- - 


neral wealth. 

“In respect to commeres, we should have had a line of trading 
posts from the Mississippi and the Missouri across the Rocky 
mountains, forming a high road from the great regions of the 
West to theshore of the Pacific. We should have had a forti- 
fied post and port at the mouth ef the Columbia, commanding 
the trade of that river and its tributaries, and’ of a wide extent 
of country and seacoast, carrying on an active and profitable 
commerce with the Sandwich Islands, and a direct and frequent 
communication with China.”—Astoria, vol. 2. 

Mr. Irving also justly condemns the conduct of our Govern- 
ment in leaving this matter so long unsettled, and says: 

“Every year this litigated claim is growing into importance. 
There is no pride sn jealous and irritable as the pride of territo- 
ry. As one wave of emigration after another rolls into the vast 
region of the West, and our settlements stretch towards the 
Rocky mountains, the eager eyes of our pioneers will pry 
beyond, and they will become impatient of any barrier or impe- 
diment in the way of what they consider a grand outlet of our 
empire. Should any ‘circumstance, therefore, unfortunately 
occur to disturb the present harmony of the two nations, this 
ill adjusted question, which now lies dormant, may suddenly 
start up into one of billigerant import, and Florida become the 
watchword in a contest for dominion on the shores of the Pà- 
cific.”’—Astoria, vol, 2, 

Mr. Irving recurs to the subject in a later work of his, (the 
narrative of Captain Bonneville’s Expedition,) in which he ox. 
hibits the value of the fur trade and fisheries, and the agricultu- 
ral capabilities of the Oregon Territory; and upon the political 
question says: 

“Though the [TIudson’s Bay] Company, by treaty, have a 
right toa participation only in the trade of these regions, [be- 
yond the Rocky mountains} and are, in fact, but tenants in suf- 
ferance; yet have they quietly availed themselves of the origi- 
nal oversight, and subsequent supineness of the American Go- 
vernment to establish a monopoly of the trade of the river [Co- 
lumbia] and its dependencies; and are adroitly proceeding to 
fortify themselves in their usurpation, by securing all the strong 
points of the country. 

“Nor is it likely the latter (the American traders] will ever be 
able to maintain any footing in the land, until the question of 
territorial right is adjusted between the two countries. The 
sooner that takes place the better. Itisa question too serious to 
national pride, if not tv national interest, to be slurred over; and 
every year is adding to the difficulties which environ it. 

“The resources of the country * * in the hands of America, 
enjoying a direct trade with the Last Indies, “would be brought 
into quickening activity, and might soon realize the dream of 
Mr. Astor, in giving rise toa flourishing commercial empire.”— 
Rocky Mountains, vol. 2, ae 

The Convention of 1818 is any thing but reciprocal in its ac- 
tual operations. Not only did it give the use of the river Co- 
lumbia to Great Britain, we geting nothing in return; not only 
did it enable the British traders to introduce goods into the inte 
rier of the continent free of duty, those of our traders having 
paid duty, and so to undersell us in all trade with the Indians, 
but, in addition to all this, under cover of the Convention, the 
British flag deminates over the whole country; and at Fort Van- 
couver, about one handred miles up the river, isa regular mili- 
lary post, a fixed establishment of 750 to 800 persons. Can the 
United States send and establish a military post on the Colum- 
bia, without giving notice of the termination of the Convention? 
l suppose there may be gentlemen who will say we cannot. 
And yot Great Britain has dove this, without giving notice to us. 
Am I to be told that the Hudson’s Bay Company has done this, 
and not the Government? I reply, that the British Government 
cannot and shall not separate itsalf from the acts of this Compa- 
ny. That game England played long ago in the East Indies, 
conquering millions after millions there, and throwing all the 
blame of the fraud and violence by which the conquests were 
gained upon the servants of the East India Company, and even 
impeaching them for the plunder of empires, while she conde- 
acended to retain the empires they had plundered. It is astale 
device. It will no longer pass current. Whatever these great 
empire-seeking corporations do, they do, or profes to do. under 
their charters; that is, by the special authorization of the Go- 
verament of which they are the creatures. The Hudson’s Bay 
Company is rich, strong and rapacious, with immense territo- 
ries, and numerous tribes of Indians subject to its power; being 
analogous in all these respects to the East India Com any, and 
second only to that in power; and, like that, it must, for all po- 
litical purposes, be considered as Great Britain, 

If the United States would retain the independence they have 
achieved, they must look well to the commercial enterprises of 
Great Britain. Other nations have pursued a career of con- 
quest in the undisguised aim of military ambition: with her, it 
is commercial ambition supported by associated arts and arms. 
This very vestion illustrates the hesessity of watch fulness on 
our part. The British Isles may be assimilated to great cita- 
dels and workshops on the coast of Europe. The ships of her 
navy are floating fortresses, with military stations dotting ali 
over the glohe in every sea. She has Gibraltar, Malta, and the 
Tonian Islands for the Mediterranean; Sierra Leone, St. Helena 
and the Cape, for Africa. With Nova Scotia, New Brunswick? 
and Bermuda, she menaces the Atlantic. coast of the United 
States; with Jamaica, she flanks the Gulf of Mexico; and by 
the St, Lawrence and the lakes, she penetrates into the inner- 
most recesses of North America. Hindostan and Ceylon give 
to her the control of southern and central Asia. She possesses 
the autaretic world of Australia, At Singapore, she overlooks 
the Indo-Chinese waters. Lately, she has leaped across to the 
Bonin Islands, west of Japan. She seeks. the dominion of the 
Sandwich Isiands, as exemplified in the doings of Lord Byron 
in the Blonde, and thg more recent visit of Lord Edward Rus- 
sell. If rumor do not éry, she entertains the thought, at least 
of obtaining, through the shareholders of Mexican stock, the 
Bay of San Francisco, the. noblest bay and harbor on the Pa. 
cific coast of America.. near at hand to the region, where, in de- 
fiance of our rights; she has already planted herself on the 
waters of the Oregon. What effect is ali this to have on our 
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all-important whale fisheries and other commerce in the Pacific? 
What effect on the business and the tranquillity of our settle- 
merits on the Missouri and the Arkansas? Does not our indif- 
ference stimulate her cupidity? Onr neglect enable her to 
magnify claims into rights, and to convert intrusion into title? 

Sir, I honor the Anglo-Norman race; its energy, perse- 


verance, love of liberty, courage, and civilization; its vigor | 


and steadiness of mind, its masculineness of moral and physi- 
cal organization. We are of the same stock. Its eminent 
traits are developed in our own growth and prosperity as colo- 
nies and as independent States. ` Let England carry her com- 
merce into every sea, and push forward her power, if she will, 
in “ the gorgeous Orient.” Civilization accompanies her pro- 
gress fram conquest to conquest; and her triumphs are the 
triumphs of our father land and our kindred. But: on us she 
must not encroach. Whilst our territorial expansion is re- 
stricted to this continent, hers must be excluded from it. There 
can be no other conditions of harmony between her and us. 
We are not suns that may culminate together in the 
same sky. g 

Mr. Speaker, thus far I have discussed this as a question of 
commerce, and a question of territorial rights. But it has athor 
relations not less, perhaps more, important. ‘The operations 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company are not confined within the 
Oregon Territory. Extending ther trapping and.trading expe- 
ditions as they do, far eastward, into, if not across, the moun- 
tain, they may continue, as they have dene, to furnish arms and 
hastile passions to the Indians of the far West Remember, 
that when the emigrated Indians shall be added to the Pawnees, 
and other wild tribes of that region, there will he 60,000 fighting 
men accumulated together on the frontiers of Arkansas and 
Missouri; too many of them with no friendly feelings for the 
Government ofthe United States. Will it be useful-and conve- 
nient to us to kave them backed by the power and influence 
of Great Britain? To answer this question, I must entreat 
the House to consider how that rower and that influence af- 
fect, and have affected, our Indian relations, as proved by the 
records of the country. 

From the last message of the President relative to the Oregon 
Territory, (that which is now before us,) we learn that “no re- 
ceat communication on this subject. has passed between this 
Government and any fereign Power;” that is to say, none since 
1827. For more than ten years the question has been allowed 
to slumber. Ishall not indulge in any party reflections on this. 
I wish to discuss the subject as between Great Britain and the 
United States; not as a topic for censure of the Administ ration, 
unless provoked to do it. But if any reasons, and whatever 
reasons, have seemed to the Administration to justify this long 
gilence in the matter, the crisis to which our Indian policy has 
now artived would, if nothing else, demand of the United 
States instantly to resume the negotiations, and bring them toa 
just conclusion. ; 

Sir, the facte to which I am about to allude are discreditable 
to Great Britain. If my public duty did not require me to 
bring them before the House—if the great interests of the coun- 
try did not require them to be recalled to memory now—I 
would pilieey pass them by untouched. But the use of the 
px is to guide the present and warn the future, “History,” it 
nas been justly said, in reference to this subject, “history, and 
even modern history, is already eufficiently fabulous, without a 
suppressio veri, which will leave to posterity htte more than a 
knowledge that battles were fought, and kingdoms won.” It 
would be absurd to shut our eyes upon things affecting so 
closely our future peace. And atime of profound peace, of all 
others, is the true one to discuss the sore points in the foreign 
relations of the country. 

f In the wars of this continent, anterior to the Revolution, the 

Indians were freely employed as auxiliaries by Great Britain 

and by France. When the colonies revolted, our fathers were 

anxious to have the Indians continue neutra!; but Great Bri- 

tain willed otherwise, though the walls of St. Stephens rang 

with the cloqu-nt denunciations of Lord Chatham, appealing 

to the laws of morality and hunianity in reprobation of the po- 

licy of his Government. Still, those were belligerant acts; and 

et them pass*for such. But how wasit after the solemn con- 

clusion of the treaty of peace? Did Great Britain adopt a poli- 

cy of peace? It is written in Jetters of blood and fire upon 

every page of the annals of the country, that Great Britain did 
not cease to nurture and keep alive the hostile spirit of the In- 

dians towards us. She continued, in violation of the treaty, to 
hold the military posts along the northern line of the United 
States, from Lake Champlain to Lake Michigan, for years. 

The most important, those of Oswego, Niagara, Detroit, Mi- 
chilimackinac, and fort Miami, were not delivered urtil 1796, 
thixteen years after the treaty of peace; and this only by virtue 
of an express article of the new treaty of 19th November, 1794, 
(Jay’s.) Doubtless, England looked stil! to the recovery of the 
Colonies, or a part of them, anticipating, perhaps, civil war 
among ourselves, or some other contingency favorable to her 
views. In pursuance of which, availing herself of her posts in 
the Indian country, and through the instrumentality of traders 
and others, she instigated the Indians of the Northwest to make 
war against us, and to demand the river Ohio as a perpetual 
boundary to divide the United States from the Northwestern 
Indians, Hence, from the close of the Revolutionary war to 
the signal defeat of the Indians by Gen. Wayne, there was per- 
petual hostility between them and the United States, checkered 
by allthe usualincidents of savage warfare. as the burning of 
houses, and the massacre of women and children, not forget- 
ting the defeat of Ifarmar and of St. Clair. The state of things 
1s deacribed ina work of authority before me: 

‘From 1783to 1790, not less than three thousand persons 
were murdered or dragged mto captivity from the frontiers of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Kentucky, The scalps and the 
prisoners travelled the old war-paths. The British Indian De- 
partment was numerous and active, A personal inspection 
was mate by Lieutenant Gavernor Hunter, and a fort was com- 
menced on the Miami. The hopes of the Indians were elated 
by the celebrated war-talk of Lord Dorchester, Profuse issues 
of clothing, provisions, and ammunition were made to them. 
Several intercepted letters of British officers were published, 
which leave no doubt of the influence exerted upon the Indians. 
Gen. Wayne, in his official repert, states that ‘he had obtained 
a victory over the combined force of the hestile Indians and a 
considerable number of volunteers and militia of Detroit, (then 
occupied and held by Canadians.) And this. too.in a time of 
profound peace between the American and British Govern- 
ments.” —N. A. Rev. vol. 24, p. 380. 

Nay, so flagrant was the conduct of Great Britain, that 
Wayne's victory, and nothing else, it would seem, preserved 
ys from war with her; for immediately upon the news of 
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that victory. reaching London, and not before, was. Jay's treaty 
signen. ake 
ighteea gens of nominal peace followed; during which - 
time Great Britain continuedte keep the Indians of the North 
west under war-pay. The fact is referred to ‘by: Mackën: 
zie, in 1801, as if it were in the ordinary course of things. 
Speaking of the British post on the-island of St. Joseph, 
he says: è ` s 
“It is a place of no trade, and the greater part, if not the 
whole, of the Indians, come here for ne other purpose But: to 
receive the presents which our {the British} Government al. 
‘lows them. . They are from the American territory,” &0,—Hs; 
Fur Trade, p. 45. ms TE 
Complaints, however, of the ‘interference of England, conti- 
nually cccurred in the United States, particularly ‘in 1804 and 
1807; occasioned by the conduct of British traders and emisa- 
ries cn the Lakes, the Miami, the Ilinois, the Wisconsin, and 
the Upper Mississippi. This conduct had referente partly to 
trade, end_partly to war. To secure a monopoly of the Indian 
trade, the British traders spared no pains to embitter the minds 
of the Indians against the United States. And in long anticipa- - 
tion af ‘hostilities, the Indians were bribed with presents, and 
suppticd with arms and munitions of war, to have them in rea- 
diness io strike our frontier settlements at a moments warning. 
Hence the Tecumseh war of 1811, instigated by Great Britain, 
in whicl:the gallant Gen. Harrison, in command of the militia 
and other forces of the United States, and Col. Johngon, with the 
mounted troops of Kentucky, gained their laurels, All the 
histories of that petiod, McAflee, Dawson, and the rest, are foll 
of the subject. And, in the years that followed, the barbarities . 
perpetrated in the Northwest by the Indian allies of Great: Bri- 
tain, under the immediate eye of her officers, will tarnish’ the 
honor of the British’name indelibly and for ever. > 
When the commissioners of Great Britain and the United 
States assembled at Ghent to negotiate a treaty of peace, at the 
very first interview, the British commissioner brought forward 
asa sine qua non, that the Indian allies of Great Britain, who 
had deserved so well of her, should be mceluded in the pacifica- 
tion, ard ‘hat boundary be settled between the territory ootu- 
pied by the Indians and the United States. Who were these 
Indian allies of Great. Britain? They were tribes within the 
limits cf the United States, as defined by the treaty. of Paris, 
What would have been the effect of a boundary for them, 
stipulated in the proposed treaty of peace? To place; within 
thé limit of the United States, a body of Indians, having deter- 
minate possessions, open. to Great Britain, and held under her 
guarantee and pretection; that is, tó cede, for all practical pur- 
poses, 10 Great Britain, the whole of the United States north 
aud wes? of the Ohio and Missouri. That.such was the object 
of Great Britain at that time, though-not openly professed by 
the commissioners, is proved by Mr. Atcheson’s Compressed 
View of the Points to be discussed ‘in treating with the United 
States; suggestionsderived from which work came up constantly 
in various branches of the negotiation of Ghent, 

`s The next important point to be attended to ina treaty of 
peace wi'li the United States is a new boundary for the Indians. 

“The boundary line which appears best for the protection of 

Indian visits, and which would add to the security of Canada, 
would b: toxuna line from Sandusky, on Lake Erie, to the 
nearest waters falling into the Ohio; then down that river, and 
up the Mississippi, to the mouth of the Missouri; thence up the 
Missouri to its principal source, confining the United States to 
the Rocky Mountains, as their western boundary, and excluding 
them from all the county to the northward and westward of the 
lines here designated, which, from those lines to that which 
should be agreed on as the British boundary of Canada, should 
remain wholly for the Indians as their hunting grounds. The 
boundary be! ween the United States and the Indians, as fixed by 
the treaty of Greenville, before alluded to, would perhaps am» 
swer as the new boundary line for the protection of the Indians, 
if extended so as to run up the Missouri and ta the Rocky Moun- 
tains, provided that all the reservations and conditions in that 
treaty relative to the various tracts of ground within that line, 
for the advantage of the United States. and all the other condi- 
tions attacl:ed to them by it, be wholly done away, and the 
American Government (and probably also reciprocally the Bri- 
tish) excluded from having any forts, military posts, territorial 
jurisdiction, cr public property of any kind, within the Indian 
line; but the bona fide property of white people, in lands within 
that bourdaiy, where the Indian tides shall have been fairly 
extinguished previous to a new treaty with America, might per. 
haps be safcly allowed under the territorial jurisdiction of Great 
Britain. ` 

“ This woul:l ofcourse obviate the’necessity of any reserva. 
tion as to the right of the British to carry on trade with the Tn- 
dians, whose independence being thus established, they would 
have the right to admit or interdict whom they please; and we 
well know to whom thev would, both from inclination and inte- 
reat, give the preference. Thisis the more desirable, as the in- 
tercourse wih the Indians of that quarter by the British, being 
carried on Ly permission, asit were, of a jealous and hostile, na- 
tion, has been the fruitful source of innumerable exactions, con- 
tinued dispuies. and incessant broils. 

“For men whose friendship has been recently shown to be of 
such great importance to us, we cannot do too much. We 
should see ail ieir wrongs redressed, their territory restored to. 
them, and themselves rendered forever secure from American 
encroachment. But the independence of the Indians cannot be 
effectually preserved by the articles of any treaty which shall 
provide security for Indian territory or Indian righis, unlesa, 
what is indispensable for their due execution, Great Britain 
become the cvored guarantee and protector of those rights 
and that territery,so as to have both the right and the power 
of instant interference, in case of any encroachment or viola- 
tion, and not, as hitherto, be a silent spectator of wronga and 


injustice, morc immediately injurious to the aborigines, but 
; 


eventually as vui: ous to the security of the Canadas 
Such was the plan, in execution of which the British cam: 
missioners proposed to give a fixed houndary to the Indians, 
witha guaranty in cfect of their indepeadence of the United 
States, and even a stipulation forbidding us to treat for their 
Jands; a plan, as developed by Mr, Atcheson, covering a large 
art of Ohio and Missouri. andthe whole of Indiana, Hlino 
Michigan, Wiseonsin, and Towa, as well as Oregon. ` 
These propositions of the British commissioners were steadily 
and unanimous'y resisted by the Americen commissioners, 
from whose communications I transcribe the following. passages, 
for consideration hereafter: Te 
“No maxim of publiclaw has hitherto been more universally. 
established among the powers of Europe possessing territories 
in America, and there is none to. which Great Britain has mote. 


May, 1838. 


APPENDIX ! 


‘ʻO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


251 Conc----2nn Sess. 


uniformly and inflexib!y adhered, than that of suffering no in- 
terposition of a foreign power in the relations between the ac- 
knowledged-sovereign of the territory and the Indians situated 
upon it: -Without the admission of this principle, there would 
be no-intelligible meaning attached to stipulations establishing 
boundaries between the dominions in America of civilized na- 
tions; possessing territeries inhabited by Indian tribes.” 

“t -U The Indians residing within the limits of the United 
‘Btates * ” are so far dependent, as not to have the right-to 
dispose of their lands to any. private persons, nor to any power 
other than the United States, and to be under their protection 
alae, and not under that of any other power. “Whether called 
subjects, or by whatever name designated, such is the relation 
between them and the United States. These principles 
have .been ‘uniformly recognised by the Indians Ease ves 
3 "+. inallthe * 7 treaties between them and the United 

tates. . 

“The United States cannot consent that Indians residing 
within their boundaries as acknowledged by Great Britain shall 
be included in the treaty of peace inany manner which will re- 
eognise them as independent nations, whom Great Britain, ha- 
ving obtained this recognition, would hereafter lave the right to 
consider, in every respect, as such. Thus to recognise those 
Indians as independent and sovereign nations, would take from 
the United States, and transfer to those Indians, all the rights of 
ssiland sovereignty over the territory which they inhabit; aud 
this, being accomplished through the agency of Great Britain, 
would place then effectually and exclusively under her pro- 
oh nak instead of being, as heretofore, under that of the United 
States, . sx 

“The Tnited States claim, of right, with respect to all Buro- 
pean ‘nations, and particularly with respect to Great Britain, 
the entire sovereignty over the whole territory, and ‘all the per- 
sons embraced within the boundaries of their dominions. Great 
Britain has no right to take cognizance -of the relation subsist- 
ing between the several communities or persons living therein; 
they form, ag to her, only parts of the dominion of the United 
States; andit is altogether immaterial whether, or how far, 
under their political institutions or policy, these communities or 
persons are independent States, allies, or subjects. With re- 
spect to her, and all other foreign nations, they are parts ofa 
whole, of which the United States are sole and absolute sove- 
reigns.” ~, X 

Such arguments were unanswered and unanswerable. The 
British commissioners were obliged to give up their sine qua 
non, ahd content themselves with a stipulation that each party 
would restore peace among the Indians within its jurisdiction. 
This, of course, was an agreement which the United States wil- 
lingly entered into. -In addition to which, our commissioners 
proposed the following article: 

“fis Britannic Majesty and the United States shall, by all 
the means in their power, restrain the Indians living within 
their reapective dominions from committing hostilities against 
the territory, citizens, or subjects of the other party; and both 
powers also agreé, and’ mutually pledge themselves, if at any 
time war should unhappily break out between them, not to em- 
ploy any Indians, nor to’admit of their aid and co-operation, in 
the prosecution of the war against the other party.” $ 

Noble, admirable proposition! Which the British commis: 
aioners, without venturing to discuss it, rejected by. writing 
against the article in the projet of treaty presented by our com» 
missioners the word “inadmissible”? We-must in charity 
suppose that hostility to the United States has blinded the eyes 
of: Great Britain, from that time to this, to the gross inconais- 
tency of her conduct in this hatter. She has gained just ap- 
plause in Europe by her exertionsto suppress the slave trade, 
through her own laws and through negotiations with foreign 
porate Did not the same principles of humanity require of 
her to relinquish the right, if right it can be, to hound on the 
savages of America against its Christian and civilized inhabi- 
tants? It is imputed tothe Government of the United States as 
a breach of neutrality, if we do rot, of our own motion, by 
voluntary Jaw, and without any express treaty stipulation re- 
quiring it of us, restrain our people from crossing the frontier, 
and bearing armsinto Canada. And yet Great Britain refused, 
in treating, to promise, and, by implication, may, if she please, 
decline to restrain the Indians living within her dominions from 
invading, tomahawk in hand, the territory or citizens of the 
United States! i Se 

Why did Great Britain repudiate an agreement so equitable 
as between the two nations, so philanthropic in principle, so 
truly benevolent towards the Indians themselves? The history 
of her conduct towards us during and after the close of the 
war of 1776, and from that time down to the end of the war of 
1812, furnishes the answer. And what has transpired since the 

eace of 1814, corresponds to what happened after the peace of 
783. To refuse expressly, as Great Britain did at Ghent, to 
agree mutually to restrain the Indians, was, in spirit, a thing 
essentially unfriendly tous. And thoughshe did not succeed in 
expressly withdrawing from our'sovereignty the Indians of the 
United States, and placing “them under the guaraniy and 
protection of herself, yet she has in part attained the same 
object, by indirect means, through the negligence of the United 
States. ors 

During the several years immediately consequent on the war, 
we trace the hand of British traders and agents on various otca- 
sions among the Indians of the South. The Creeks made a 
formal claim of her protection. She had easy access to the 
Southern tribes through Florida. (Am. St. Pap. Fer. Rel. vol. 
4. p. 552; Ind. Aff. vol. 2, p. 156.) In explaining to Lord Castle- 
reagh the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, Mr. Rush 
said, with unanswerable truth: f , 
“My Government, resting upon sufficient proofs, was satis- 
fied that our Indian wars generally, with the massacres on the 
frontier, always their preludes, had originated in one and the 
same cause. That they had been produced by British tra- 
ders intruding themselves, with evil intentions. among the 
cndians.” fusha London,p. 104. -` F 

Happily the acquisition of Florida by the United. States shut 
out the influence of Great Britain as well as Spain from those 
Indiana. Suppose it had been otherwise; suppose the Engtish 
trader to have had free access to the Southern Indians during the 
last ist or fifteen years; suppose her to have held possession of 
Florida, so as to Be at the very back of the Indians, supplying 
them with arms and ammunition, and with incentives of 10 will 
tewaidsus. would not the presence and intrigues of her traders 
thexe have heen fatally injurious to the peace and welfare of the 
United States on that side? é : , 
the same Infinenees which we ave rid ourselves of in 
that quarter by the aéguisition of Florida, and the sealing up of 
the Indiau country. of the South hermetically, against foreign 
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powers, those very same prejudicial influences are to this day 
exerted against us in the Northwest. E 

To prove this, I havea great mass of evidence, from which F 
select, in the first place, a joint letter of General William Clark 
and General Cass, who, after describing the untiring efforts of 
British traders near to and even within our limjts, to maintain 
and acquire influence over the Indians of the United States, pro- 
cced thus: S 
_ * It is certainly not uncharitable te suppose that the preserva- 
tion of this influence is important to the British Canadian autho- 
tities. No other motive can be rationally assigned for the large 
distribution of goods which is annually -made at Amherstburgh 
and-Drummond’s Island to the Indians living within our juris- 
diction. We have not the means of ascertaining the number of 
Indians who visit these places, nor the value of the goods which 
are given to them; but we believe that a Jarge proportion of the 
Indians east of the Mississippi annually resort there for presents; 
and about sixteen months siuce, one of us actually saw 160 ca- 
noes at one time crossing the western extremity of Lake Huron 
to Drummond’s Island. Each man receives a blanket, shirt, 
leggins, and breech-cloth, and each woman a blanket, stroud, 
andJeggins. To the children similar articles are given; and am- 
munition, guns, and kettles, and other things, are freely distri- 
buted. The tribes who principally make this annual pilgrimage 
are the Ottawas, Pottawatamles, Chippewas, Wyandots, Shaw- 
nees, Miamies, Menominies, Winnebagoes, Saca and Foxes. Of 
these the four tast tribes reside west of Lake Michigan, and ex- 
tend to the Mississippi and beyond it. 

° * Yt is no paitofour duty to investigate the right which 
a foreign power has of thus subsidizing, in effect, abody of men 
living within our territories, but we have no hesitation in saying 
that its practical operation is seriously injurious. * * The 
Indians are kept in a state of excitement; they are taught to look 
ta a foreign Government for advice and protection; and, above 
all, they believe that present. benefits on the one side must be re- 
pard by future serviceson the other.” (Sen. Doe. 1828-9, No. 

7.) $ Siy 

These views are confirmed by the memorial of the Legisla~ 
ture of Missouri, in 1829, (Senate Doc. 1928-9, No. 52;) by a 
report on it, made in the Senate the same year, (ibid. No 67,) 
and by a variety of specific facts which appear in the docu- 
ments appended thereto. Among these, are the supply ofarms 
and ammunition, by the Hudson’s Bay Company, to the Black- 
foot and other predatory tribes; and the attack on the Santa 
Fe caravan by Indians armed from. the same source; it being 
stated, also, in the report, that “the loss of Jives by Indian 
hostility, believed to be instigated by British traders, is com- 
puted at five hundred men, for the last twenty years, on the 
upper waters of the Missouri, and in or beyond the Rocky 
mountains.” And the report indicates, as the primary remedy 
for these evils, “the exclusion of all British from our [Indian] 
territories;” and ‘that the project of ajoint occupancy by the 
British and Americans, of the country west of the Rocky 
mountains, ought to be abandoned, and a line of demarcation 
amicably. established, with as little delay as possible;”’ which is 
the very point to which f arrive. 

And these evils are not confined to the western frontier of 
Arkansas and Missouri, though rendered particularly serious 
in that quarter at present, by the location of the emigrated In- 
dians there. The injurious influence of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company pervades the entire Northwest. In a letter of Mr. 
Schoolcraftto the Indian Department, of 13th February, 1832, 
written from the Upper Mississippi, T find it stated that the 
control of the company over thé Indians is “irrespective of an 
imaginary territorial line.” And soit has continued down to 
the present time. I had occasion to cite the proofs of this, in 
remarks, made some time since in this House, on another ques- 
tion; and that the view of the subject which I now present 
may be complete in. itself, I must repeat the citations Ithen 
made from the public documents. (Exec. Doc. 1837-8, No. 2.) 

Mr. Schoolcraft, superintendent of the Indians of Michigan, 
reports: 

“10. Visits of the lake tribes to the Canadas.—In closing 
this report, I take the liberty of calling the attention of the de- 
partment to this subject. Not only are time and health wasted 
by numbers of the tribes,in performing these annual Visits to 
the principal summer stations of the Indian Department of a 
foreign Government, but the visits and circumstances attend- 
ing them are calculated to foster sentiments of hostility to the 
United States in the Indian mind, The generationis yet living 
who opposed our arms, as allies of the Canadian forces during 
the late war;and the very reason for assembling them, and 
issuing presents as an annual stipend, is based on a remune- 
ration for service and losses incurred by them during the war. 
But is such a course compatible with the prigciplesof amity 
existing between the two Governments?” 

Mr. Fulkerson, sub-agent of the Upper Missouri, says: 

“ The Assinaboines, Crees, and the Gros Ventres of the Prai- 
rie, roam in pursuit of game over the vast plains extending 
fromthe mouth of the Yellowstone to Lake Winnipeg, and the 
sources of the Mississippi. A portion of their trade is earried 
on with the traders at Fort Union, at the mouth of the Yellow- 
stone; but much the greater part of their trade is done with the 
British traders on north Red river, which empties inta Lake 
Winnipeg. Many presents are given them by the’ British 
traders and Government, and much pains taken to conciliate 
their friendship, and to secure a monopoly of theirtrade. The 
consequence is, that they consider themselves much more close- 
ly allied to the British traders and Government than to the Ame- 
rican. This operates powerfully to the disadvantage of the Ame- 
rican traders at the present time, whom it ought to be the policy 
of Government to foster and protect, and may, in some future 
wears, be attended with the most fatal and disastrous conse- 
sequencer.” 

Lord Glenelg, in a despatch addressed to the Earl of Gosford 
and Sir F. Head, of 14th January, 1836, says: 

“The annual expenditure incurred by this country [Great 
Britain] on account. of Indians in Upper and Lower Canada: 
has been limited. siùce the year 1830, to £20,000 ; of this sum, 
£15.8°0 has been considered applicable to the purchase of 
presents, and £4,150 to the pay and pensions of the Indian De- 
partment. f ; 

‘Neferring, for the present, any observationjon this latter 
branch of expenditure, I feel bound, after much consideration, 
to express my opinion, that the time has not yet arrived, at 
which it would be possible, consis'ently with good faith, aito- 
gether tò Giscontinue the annual presenis to the Indians. Jt 
appears that, although no formal obligations can be cited for 
such issues, there is yet ample evidence that-o2 every ceca- 
ston when this country has been. engaged in war on the 
North American eontinent, the co opéraizon of the Indian 
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tribes has been angiously sought, and has been öbtained. © 
This was particularly the case in the years 1777 and 1812; 
and I am inclined to believe that itis from these periods re- 
spectively that the present annual supplies date their coni- 
mencement. ~ * Fah A 4 2 ` ay pe 

‘Of the sum expended in presents there`is, however, 
tion which would appear to be placed duder peculiar 
stances, It has often been represented, and lately oi 
authority, that, of the Indians who receive presents 
British’Government, a considerable number reside witht, 
the United States, and only resort to Canada at the periods of 
issue.’—(Parliamentary Accounts and Papers, 1836, vol: 
14, No. 212, Colonies.) i : eas S 

For so much of this distribution of annuities or presents, as’ 
takes place under the authority of the British’ Government, and’ 
by treaty with the Indians, it is a manifest and palpable vid- 
lation of the sovereignty of the United States, and of our’ nèu- 
tral rights, according to the principles laid down and success“ 
fully maintained by our. commissioners at Ghent. To have 
two- opinions on this point. is impossible. It is a qués- 
tion with but one side. And for so much`of the distribution’ of 
presents, as goes on by enticing ourdndians within the British 
lines for that purpose, as also the other d sings. of the Hudson?s 
Bay Company exposed by me; they are a violation of the spirit, 
if not the letter of our treaties, justtights, and laws, regarding 
the Indians. Jay’s treaty contained the following article: 7 

“Art. 3. It shall at all times be free to subjects of Great Bri- 
tain, and to the citizens of the Tnited States, and also to -the, 
Indians dwelling on either side of the said boundary line, freely ` 
to pass and repass, -by land, or inland navigation, into the Ye- 
spective territories and countries of the two parties.on the con- 
tinent of America, (the country within the limiis of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company only exceytéd,) and to navigate. all the 
lakes, rivers, and waters thereef, and freely to carry on trade 
and commerce with each other.” 

This was a most unequal and inconvenient provision. Tt is 
unequal in regard to space, because it excepted the extensive 
country within the limits of the Hudson’s Bay Company. It 
was still further unequal by reason of the duties paid by our 
traders on the importation of their goods, | But the main objec», 
tion to it was the facilities it afforded to British. officers and 
traders for tampering with the allegiance of the Indiana subject 
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the Indians; and it was unsparingly used by the British agents 
against us. In consequence of the prosperity of the Northwest 
Company, there grew up another on the same plan, called the. 
Mackinaw Company, which established its head-quarters at 
Michilimackinac, and trapped and traced: in the great region 
west and southwest of that po:nt, in Michigan, Wisconsin Tli- 
nois and on the waters of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Ar- 
kansas, all within the acknowledge d limits of the United States,- 
(Irving’s Astoria, vol. 1, p. 26, 136.) Prior to Jay’s treaty the 
Jaws uf Indian intercourse do not appear to have had mueh, if 
any, political bearing; but, after the conclusion of that treaty, 
there is a visible change in the policy of our Indian intercourse. 
The early acts, as that of 22d July, 1790, seem not to have looked 
beyond the questions of trade and police. But, on comparing 
the acts of 18.h April, and 19th May, 1796, we shall discern po- 
litical objects in their provisions, and especially the strong de- 
sire to counteract the inflnence of British traders in the Indian 
country by establishing posts of our own there, and promoting 
the trade of Americans. Actuated by these inducements, our 
Government encouraged Mr. Astor in the prosecution of the 
fur-trade by him along the Jakes and the Mississippi, because it, 
tended to the substitution of an American influence among the 
Indians in place of a British. ae i a 
The war of 1812 changed: materially the. relations. of the 
parties. By the annexation of Louisiana to the United States 
the English line was removed from the Mississippi.: The United 
States was relieved from the troublesome clauses of Jay’s treaty. 
In the negotiations for the commercial intercourse between the 
two countries, which produced the successive conventions of 
1815, 1818; and 1827, the United States refused to renew the 
stipulations of the third article of Jay’s treaty. Since the war, 
therefore, Great Britain has enjoyed no peculiar treaty privite 
lege, or intercourse with the Indians of the United States, 
as she did before; and itis left to stand upon "general princi-. 
ples. We had purchased wisdom by dear experience. Hence 
the act of 27th April, 1816, based upon the principles assumed 
at Ghent, by which foreigners were prohibited fram tradip 
with our Indians, their goods being subjected to forfeiture, an 
their persons (unless fortified with a passport) to a fine andim- 
prisonment; and the President being authorized to employ the 
military force to carry the law into effect. in 
‘These provisions, needfu! as they are to the peace of the Uni- 
ted States, are evaded, by the Indians being inveigled into 
Canada to receive stipulated war subsidies or annnal presents, 
as proved by the evidence of Mackenzie, of Generals Clark and 
Cass, of Mr. Schoolcraft, of Mr. Fulkerson, and the avowal of 
Lord Glenelg; they are evaded by the disregard of the bounda- 
ry, so easy in those vast regions, extending from the Lakes to 
the Rocky mountains, where the line, though. designated by 
treaty, has not been run or marked; and they are nullified, and 
utterly set at naught, by the intrusions cf the Hudson’s Bay 
Company into the country of the Columbia river, debauching, 
corrupting and arming against us, the numerous tribes in- 
habiting the immense country between the Mississippi and the 
Pacific ocean. I: is impossible to reconcile these things with 
the neutral obligations of Great Britain. Her practices with our 
Indians area greater breach of neutrality than any thing whieh 
our citizens have done on the Canada frontier; the latter being 
a transient popular outbreak, the former an organized system; 
our Government having withstood and suppressed this, while 
the British Government officially and publicly participates in 
that. Whatever we, the Congress of the United States, can do, 
by authorizing the establishment of a post on the Columbia, or 
otherwise, to put astop to these abuses, should be done, while 
the Executive should be invoked to exert to the same end the pe- 
culiar powers conferred on him by the Constitution. 
” Mr. Speaker, I hasten to bring these protracted remarks to à 
conchsimn. I feel sensible of the d fficulties faim liable to meet 
in bringing before the House a subject which, though much and 
ably discussed in former Congresses, has-been thrust aside by 
more engrossing demestic questions, until itis, to many intents, 
and especially in its present relations, a new one. Thi pow 
done my duty. I have exposed facts which seem io me im- 
portant to be understood; and to give due effect to which,J have 
deemed it necessary they should go forth to the country from the 
Halis ofthe Capitol. The whole of our fur trade; our whole 
fisheries; our intercourse with Asia, giving profitable employ- 
ment to so many millions of our gapital, and te the papulation of 
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all parts of the country, are at stake iñ this question. Our In- 
dian relations are involved in it. Upon. its tesue depends the 
fate of a noble domain, the seat, inno distant time, of prosperity 
and of power. - It is important inall points of view. ‘That wide 
region, the interior plateau o! the continent, with its wild moun: 
tians and its romantic scenes of chase and war; that ocean.of the 
prairies, with its peril, its adventure, its hardihood of life, so 
analogous to the sublimity of spectacle, and the stirring vicissi- 
tudes of the sea itself; those rich valleys of the Oregon, through 
which the same bright banner which sparkles on the Atlantic 
may carry the stars of our civilization westward to the Pacific— 
all this will be possessed or peopled ere long, either by England 
or by us. Whichshall itbe? Can the sense of our true interest, 
can the honor and pride of the nation hesitate? It isa country 
ours by right; ours by the necessities of geegraphical position; 
ours by every consideration of national safety; and ours it will 
be it tranquil possession, if we temperately but firmly assert our 
rights. ‘The world is wide enough for England and for us, We 
have much to gain by a cordial intercourse, conducted as be- 
comes nations of the same blood, and the same tongue, each at 
the head of civilization in its proper hemisphere; much to ha- 
zard, by either practising or suffering encroachments on either 
side. Off-shoots of that dominant race, which, starting from the 
mountains of Caucasus, has proceeded in opposite directions, 
east and west, encircling the globe, if we are to confront each 
other on the shores of Asia and of America, there let us meet in 
confident good will, imbned with that just consciousness of cach 
other’s power, and that mutual respect for each other’s rights, 
which are the only sure foundation uf stable peace, 


Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af 
fairs) asked that the proposed instructions might be read; they 
were accordingly read, as follows: g 


“To inquire into the expediency of establishing a post on the 
river Columbia for the defence and occupation of the Territory 
of the United States watered by said river, and also to consider 
the expediency of making further provision by law to prevent 
the intermeddling of the officers or subjects of foreign Powers 
with the Indians of the Uuited States.” : 


Mr. Ilowanp said that he did. not rise for the purpose of 
opposing the passage of the proposed instructions, as they only 
directed the committee to inquire into the expediency of adopt- 
ing the measure which the geneman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Cusine] had so elaborately argued before the House. Indeed, 
he was not aware that any person intended to object to the 
adoption of the instructions, If the gentleman who proposed 
them had thought proper to have ascertained this point, he 
might have saved himself much labor and the House much time 
by permitting them to pass sub silentio. As they were to go 
to a committee of which boll the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts and himself were members, and the rest of the committee 
had not probably listened to the speech of that, gentleman with 
the same attention which he [Mr. H.] had bes:owed upon it, it 
might become necessary for that gentleman to recapitulate 
in committee the substance of what he had_ said in the 
House, when the subject should be taken up, and thus the gen- 
tleman from. Massachusetts would have. to perform a double 
labor. . It was often necessary for a member ofthe House, when 
sending a subject to the consideration. ofa. committee, to explain 
the views by which he was actuated, if it should so happen that 
he was nota member of that committee; and he should have 
deemed the speech of the gentleman from Massachusetts in this 
case entirely unnecessary, if it were not tor one consideration 
suggested by that gentleman, in the correctness of which he 
[Mr. H ] entirely concurred. It was, that the debates which 
took place in this House were of themselves important, whether 
any legislative result followed or not. This was true, Be- 
cond only to what was done was what was said in the House. 
Sometimes debates there produced consequences of great mas- 
nitude, ‘They affected both the foreign and domestic policy of 
the Government; and it was always a matter of great conse- 
quence that the public mind should be furnished with the ma- 
terials proper for the formation of a correct judgment upon 
every topic of deep interest. With the view of stating to the 
House some. few suggestions which had occurred to his mind 
upon the very important subject brought before the House and 
the nation by the . gentleman from Massachusetts, he had 
risen to throw them out for consideration; and he felt the 
more inclined to do this, because he feared that, when the sub- 
ject came to be calmly weighed, some difficulties would be 
found to exist in the prosecution of the ‘proposed measure, to 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts had not adverted in 
his speech, The committee were to be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of doing two things, entively distinct in their 
character, viz: of establishing a military post on the Columbia 
river, and of regulating, hy law, the commercial intercourse 
with the Indians beyond the Rocky mountains. He doubted 
whether we were at liberty, under existing treaties with Great 
Britain, to pass a law for the attainment of either of these two 
objects. ` wot 

The third article ofthe, convention concluded with the British 
Government by Messrs. Gallatin and Rush, on the 20th Oct. 
1818, was as follows: 

“itis agreed that any country that may be claimed by either 
party-on the Northwest coast ofeAmerica, westward of the Sto- 
ney Mountains, shall, together with its harbors, bays, and creeks, 
and the navigation ofall rivers with the same, be free and open 
for the term of ten years from the date of the signature of the 
present cofvention, to the vessels, citizens and subjects of the 
two powers, it being well understood that this agreement is not 
to be construed to the prejudice of any claim which either of 
the two high contracting parties may have to any part of the 
said country, nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of any 
other power or State to any part of the said country; the only 
object of the high contracting parties,in that respect, being to 
prevent disputes and-differences among themselves,” 

On the 6ch of August, 1827, another convention was made 
with the British Government, by Mr. Gallatin, at London, the 
iat and 2d articles of which are as follows: 

“Article Ist.. All the provisions of the third article of the con- 
vention concluded between the United States of America and 
His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, on the 20th of October, 1818, shall. be, and-they 
are hetehy, further indefinitely extended and continued in force 
in the same manner as ifall the provisions of the said article 
were herein specifically recited. ` 

Mert, 2. It shall be competent, however, ts either of the con- 
tracting parties, in case either should think fit, at any time after 
the 2th October, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months 
fo the other contracting party, to annul and abrogate this con- 


į vention; and itshall, in such case, be accordingly entirely an- | 


nulled and abrogated, after the expiration of the said term of 
notice. ` 

Asno notice has been given by either party, under this last 
clause, the obligaiion of the convention of 1818 remains, of 
course, in full force at this day. Of the wisdom or policy of 
these two conventions, Mr. Lf. said he did not mean to speak. 
He did nov understand the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
CusHinc) as calling either in question, and the point was not 
before the House. The entire country to the west ofthe Rocky 
Mountains was agreed to be left “free and open to the citizens 
and subjects of the two powers.” > Now, it seemed to him {Mr. 
HL] that the establishment of a military post there, which 
would be garrisoned by a part of the army of the United States, 
and held, necessarily, under the ex¢lusive jurisdiction of our 
Government, would be an infringement of the treaty into which 
we had entered; and the passage of a law to regulate intercourse 
with the Indians in that quarter would be still more so, because 
the operation of suchalaw would not only be an exercise of 
exclusive jurisdiction, but must spread overa large extent of 
territory. How could it be said that the country was “free 
and open” to the subjectsof Great Britain, after we had erected 
a fort in a part of it, with sentinels at its gates, into which 
those subjects were forbidden to enter, and after we had under- 
taken to restrain their intercourse with the native tribes for 
hundreds of miles in every. direction? It seemed to bim that 
the two things were irreconcilable. 

Nor could we justify sucha proceeding upon the ground 
that the British traders were occupying the. country. It was, 
unfortunately, true that the Hudson’s Bay Company, with its 
gigantic establishment, had spread itself over the whole of the 
northern partof the continent. Their trading houses reached 
from York House, on Hudson’s Bay, to the mouth of Columbia 
river, and along the shore of the ocean, both in a north and 
south direction from that point. The commerce in furs was 
almost engrossed by this vast corporation, and it was true that 
the people of the United States were often supplicd from Eng- 
land with the very furs which had been carried from their own, 
continent to England, and were thence brought back to be con- 
sumed in this country. This was a circuitous, expensive, and 
unnatural channel of wade; and he was very strongly inclined 
to concur with the gentleman from Massachusetts in adopting 
such steps as we couldtake with propriety to put an end to it, 
and restore to our own people the advantages of their natural 
position. But, still, in prosecuting their industry, the Hudson's 
Bay Company had done nothing more than to avail themselves 
of the right which we had yielded upto all British subjects in 
the treaty of 1818. The British Government had not inierfered 
inany way. The trading houses and vessels employed in this 
vast commerce were owned by this company, and all the per- 
sons engaged in it were directly under their control and in their 
pay. Even Fort Vancouver belonged to them, and was held by 
no other right than that of mere occupancy, the same right 
which would entitle any one of our tradersto a hut which he 
might choose to erect for his temporary accommodation. If 
the British Government owned any property, or exercised any 
jurisdiction in any portion of the commuy on the other side of 
the Rocky Mountains, it had eseaped his notice, and he did not 
believe that such a fact existed. _'The operation of the treaty 
was undisturbed on their part, and we could find in their con- 
duct no reason, on our side, for departing from its stipulations. 
Tf the Ifudson’s Bay Company, from its antiquity, its capital, 
and its acquired influence with the Indians, possessed superior 
advantages to our traders, it was owing to the existence of the 
treaty, and not to its violation. f 

That there existed sufficient enterprise'and skill amongst our 
hardy sons of the Westto contend against these advantages, he 
did not doubt; but instead of being assisted, they had hitherto 
been retarded by our own Government. The goods with 
which the Indians are supplied in exchange for their furs are, 
in agreat measure, manufactured in England; and amongst 
these items the article of coarse blanketsis one of the greatest 
importance, being demanded by the rigor of their northern 


wiuters. How are the traders from the United States to supply 
the Indians with this indispensable article of traffic? They 
have no other mode than to import it from England, When 


introduced into our ports, a heavy duly is laid upon it, and 
Congress has been from time to time invoked in vain to return 
the duty by way of drawback, when these goods are carried 
across the frontiers into the Indian country. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts may perhaps remember by whom this pro- 
position has been repeatedly made, and by whom refused. The 
policy of such a measure, as far as it affects our commerce 
with the Indians of the Northwest, is dear and almost indispu- 
table. Vessels go from England to Canada, orto Columbia 
river, laden with articles from her workshops, which pay no 
duty in the latter place, and next to nothing in the former, and 
are thence transported directly and cheaply to the trading- 
houses, where the Indians meet them. And yet we burden our 
traders with a duty offiftv per cent. and then complain that 
the British company has the advantage. ILow was it possible, 
Mr. If. asked, to reconcilesuch a course of policy with a desire 
to extend our Indian commerce? 

The convention of 1828 pointed outa mode of terminating the 
treaty, and the House might, if it thought proper, express an 
opinion that the President ought to give the requisite notice for 
its termination. Mr. H. did not think this the proper occasion 
to say whether, in his jadgment, the President ought er ought 
not to give this notice; the point had nat been brought intod 
cussion, andit might be very properly considered by che com- 
mittee under the proposed instructions. But there was another 
point which could notescape the observation of the committee 
in their examination of the subject. Tt wasthis: How far the 
House of Representatives, to whom the Constitution had con- 
fi led no share of the treaty-making power, could feel itself jus- 
tifedin advismg he President to terminate a treaty. or inex- 
pressing an opinion that he ought to doso, would be a matter of 
some delicacy to determine. “As the House had no participa- 
tion in forming a treaty, it o t to be very cautious in assum- 
jug the responsibility of declaring that one which was already 
*formed should be destroyed 

There was stili another view of this subject, (Mr. H. said] 
which he was desirous to glance atin the cursory remarks 
which he was now making. If it wasthe intention of the House 
that a military post should be e shed on the Columbia 
river, either now or at some future and not far distant period, it 
would furnish auother incentive to the passage. of a bill now 
upon our tables for the increase of the army. To think of de- 
tacbing any portion of that army from its duty nearer home, 
when it was already too small to garrison our fortresses and 
protect the South and Southwest from the dangers of Indian 
hostilities, would be almost preposteroys, That bill ought tọ 


al 


be passed during this session, at all-events; and he would. be 
willing to remain here during the whole summer, if it should 
be necessary, lo pass it. No one. could view the situation of. 
our country, and consider the probable demands which. might. 
be made upon the services of the army, without, perceiving: the 
propriety of increasing its force.: It was needless, if not impro- 
per, now to-look. ar the various subjects to which ‘the attention 
of the army might becalled. The condition of the Indians.on 
the other side of the Mississippi was, of itself, a fruitful source 
of anxiety; and he felt convinced that, instead of eparing: any 
portion of oursmall but gallant army-for:the distant duty of the 
Columbia river, it was highly expedient to augment it, even-for 
other purposes,- es 3 i ED 

Mr. H:'said he had risen only for.the. purpose of bringing 
these few points before the notice of the House; and not to dis- 
cuss any ofthem. The instructions looked only toan ‘inquiry, 
which would be more properly made by the committee, Tf, 
when the subject should be referred to them, they. should deem 
it expedient, an opportunity would be afforded both to the gen- . 
tleman from Massachusetts and himself, as.well asto the yther 
members of the committee, to give it-a fuller consideration. 

After Mr. Howarp had concluded, : 

Mr. ELMORE, of South Carolina, expressing a wish to ex- 
tend the scope of Mr. CusHine’s resolution, moved asa substi- 
tute the following: ` t : os 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the extent ofthe country claimed by the 
United States west of:the Rocky Mountains,.oa. the northwest 
coast of the Pacific Ocean; the tide under which it is claimed, 
and the evidence of the correctness of the title; the extent of sea 
coast, and the number and description of tts harbors; the nature 
of the climate, soil, productions, and trade; and, also, whether it 
is expedient to establish a Territorial Government, or one or 
more military posta, as possession for the same or any part 
thereof; and-what will be the expense necessary to-establish.. the 
same, and the annual expenses for its support; what fortifica- 
tions and ships will be required for said Territory, and what 
number of soldiers and sailors will be necessary for ita protec- 
tion, both in time of peace and in case of a war with any foreign 
power; and that the committee report thereon to this House,” 

Mr. CUSHING objected to Mr. Eumore’s proposition as a 
substitute for his own, because it omitted any reference tothe 
Indian relationsof the subject; but expressed his willingness to 
see it adopted in amendment of and as an addition to, the origi. 
nal instructions; and in that form it was adopted by the House. 

Mr. ELMORE then signified his desire to speak on the gene- . 
ral subject; and, at his motion, the House adjourned.’ But. the 
nextday he waived his right to the foor, and the resolution of. 
mairuclions, as amended, was adopted by the House. without à 
division. : g Po poire Fee 


SPEECH OF MR. GARLAND, 


Or VIRGINIA, l i 
In the House of Representatives, April 20, 1538—On Mr. 

Hopxrns’s resolution to divorce the Government from the 

dress. i 

Nir, GARLAND of Virginia rose and said: a 

Mr. Speaker: I did not intend to have participated in the de- 
bate upon the resolution offered by my colleague, (Mr. H op- 
xins.] My design was simply to have given a silent vote for 
the aloption of that resolution, and await the report of the 
committee to determine my final action. ‘The amendment pio- 
posed by my honorable colleague, [Mr. DromeooLxs] contain. 
ing, as it does, although not so designed, a direct reflection upon 
the committees referred to, and having been a member and 
chairman of one of those committees, a sense of duly to that . 
committee, and to myself, demands that I should obtrude upon 
the time and patience of the Housc so tar as to offer a few de- 
rote remarks, which I can assure the House shall be very 
brief. ` : 
Before entering into the merits of the proposed amendment, T 
will remark that I think my colleague must have mistaken the 
character and import of the original resolution offered by. my 
colleague, (Mr. Hopxins.] That resohution proposes an entire 
separation of the public printing from all political journals, 
and the supervisorship of the Clerk is confined entirely to the 
execution of the printing ordered by the House. Surely my 
colleague cannot suppose that, in any sense of the term, this 
would be a censorship of the press. 

Mr. DromcooLE said: Does my colleague mean to assert.that 
I charged the resolution of my colleague (Mr. Hopkins) as a 
censorship of the press? ` 

I so inferred from a very hasty perusal of the remarks of my- 
colleague, published in last evening’s Globe. 

Mr. Dromeoois. My remarks upon that subject referred 
entirely to the resolution of the Library Committee, reported 
by my colleague, (Mr. Parron,] to subscribe for Niles’s Re- 
gister. 
~ Itake pleasure in standing corrected. 

The amendment of my honorable colleague [Mr. Dromcooe} 
proposes, among other things, to inquire into the expenditures 
incurred by three investigating committees of the tast session 
ofthe last Congress. The first was a select committee of which 
1 had the honor to be chairman; the second was a select còm- 
miuee of which my colleague [Mr. Wisk] was chairman; and 
the third wasa standing committee who were charged with an 
inquiry into charges preferred by several citizens of this Dis- 
trict against one of its judges. What relation an inquiry. into 
the expenditures of these committees in discharging the duties 
confided to them by the House can have to the inquiry pro- 
posed by my honorable colleague, [Nir Hopxins,} Lcannot di- 
ving; it cai neither give promptitude, facility, nor effect to that 
inquiry, but, on the contrary, is well calculated to delay, hin. 
der, and embarrass it. If my colleague had no other object in 
view than merely to ascertain the expenses of these commit- 
tees, he might have done so without the necessity of incurring 
the expense of an investigating committee to do so; he ba 
only to turn tothe reporis of the. Committee of Accounts, and 
he would have found every item, without incurring the expense 
of a committee. A standing committee having already. re- 
porréed these expenditures, there can be no earthly necessity of 
embarrassing a committee raised for another and distinct pur- 
pose, with doing that which bas already been done... Bat: to: te- 
lieve al! difficulty upon this subject, and to disabuse the public, 
mind, as to the cost of the committee of which I was chairman, . 
I have obtained a statement of the expenses incurred by that. 
committeée.. And what, Mr, Speaker, do. you. suppose. the 
amountis? Not $50,000, as prophesied by some—not $20,000, 
as predicted by others—-but $3,903 92, as follows 
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Government and Press—Mr. Garland. 


For summoning witnesses by Sergeant-at arms - $1,756 40 
ý 60 


‘Pay of witnesses in Washington ky - 740 
Clerk to the committee - - . - 280 00 
Commissioners at Philadelphia - - - 334.00 
Do . NewYork .- | - ` 305 70 
Do: Baltimore . * - z 200 00 
Do _ Cincinnati - - - 151 00 
Do Indianapolis - - 8 12 
. $3,903 02 


This is.independent of the cost of printing; ‘that was an act of 
the House. Such.was the interest felt by the House and the 
whole community: in the result of the investigation, affecting, 
as it did, a most important branch of the Executive department 
of the Government, andthe management of the finances of the 
nation, that the House, by unanimous vote, adopted aresolution 
to print 5,000 extra copies of both the majority and-minority ve- 
port, so that the whole case might be fairly placed in possession 
of the American people. But, to prevent all cavil, [here prc- 


sent astatement of the expenses of printing the reports. They . 


are as follows: 
Usual number eee š $ 


$1,952 60 
5,000extra . ë A 3 


4,666 40 
x : + $6,519 00 
Which, added to the other expenses, makes in the ; 

whole - . - - - = $10,442 02 

But suppose, Mr. Speaker, the expenses of this investigating 
committee had been five, ten, or even twenty times the actual 
amount, what of that?. Would you judge the necessity or pro- 
prtety of investigating into any alleged fraud or corruption in 
any department of the Government by the dollars and cents 
which it would cost? Surely, surely not. Lam confident my 
colleague would repudiate with scorn and indignation such an 
idea, Yetsuch would be the effect of his amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not originate the investigation charged 
uponthat committee. Atthe preceding session, my honorable 
colleague (Mr. Wise] had thrice offered a resolution. proposing 
this investigation, When I offered the resolution which was 
adopted, it was forced upon me by circumstances. I had offered 
à resolution calling upon the Treasury Department for anfor- 
mation upon à subject of a totally’ different character; pending 
that resolution, a gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. HAxzLAN} of- 
fered an amendinent, calling upon the Department for informa- 
tion upon the identical subject referred to the committee, . Fail- 
ing to disembarrass my resolution from this amendment, and 
feeling wel! satisfied that any answer from the Department, 
however correct, would notbe satisfactory, the Department he- 
ing itself implicated, 1 determined to propose an inquiry in a 
form which would be at once effective and satisfactory; and with 
that view I proposed to’ Mr. Harran, to withdraw his amend- 
ment, which he did, and offered the resolution organizing the 
committee, which . was unanimously adopted. For this act, 
forced upon me as-it. was by circumstances, and for the course 
which] felt it my duty to” pursue upon that committee, Iam 


informed by a letter now. in my possession, from a highly credit- ` 


able source, that a newspaper correspondent was called: upon 
and carnestly urged to denounce me through the columns of the 
“ Albany Argus.” Notwithstanding the resolution was unant- 
mously adopted, and that the resolution which organized the 
committee of which my colleague [Mr. Wiss] was chairman, 
embracing a much more general ant extended scope of inquiry, 
was offered, arid-its adoption carnestly pressed, by Mr. Vander- 

oel,a decided friend of the Administration, and adopted with 

ut seventeen disgentients, it seems I was the only vietim—TI was 
to be destroyed. 3 N i 

. Mr. Speaker, I never discharged any duty, either public or 
private, committed to my charge, more faithfully, more ho- 
nestly, or more conscientiously, in my life, than I did upon that 
occasion, When, resolutions of the same character were pre- 
viously offered by my colleague, (Mr. Wrss,} 1 uniformly 
voted for their adoption, bécause I thought if the charges which 
had been made, and that too from such high and respectable 
gources, were true, it was due to the nation that they should be 
detectedand exposed; if not, that it was due to the Administra- 
tion and the head of the Treasury Department, that the false 
impressions which existed should be removed, and entire confi- 
dence restored. When I offered the resolution which was 
adopted, I stated :most distinctly and unequivocally, that T did 
not think.the charges were true, bit, if they were, that every 
friend of the Administration, and of the purity of our Govern- 
ment, should desire to kaow it, if not, that then the respansibi- 
lity would fall on chose who had made the accusation. , 

Highly distinguished representatives of the people upon this 
floor, men in whose honor and sincerity I had entire confidence, 
asserted upon the authority of information which they had 
received, their belief in the existence of the illicit connection 
which was charged. to exist between an individual and the 
Treasury Department, ° This I thought sufficient, not only to 
justify, Gut imperivusly to require the investigation. In the 

yogress of the investigation Iwas delicately situated; I was a 
friend of the Administration; I was the mover of the resolution 
organizing the committee; -1 was its chairman, and, if E had 
been controlled by policy alone, it would have been suicidal in 
meto have opposed the most latitudinous inquiry of which the 
subject was susceptible; put I was not controlled by.policy; I 
was controlled by a sense of duty to the country, as well as to 
the parties implicated, and by this rule stiaped my course. 
Fhe differences of opinion which arose as tothe admissibility 
of testimony were natural aid to be expected. Mr. Speaker, 
I will state to the House that General Jackson himself desired 
these investigations; and, although-I did not know it until after 
Thad taken my course; yet Eam informed, on indubitable autho- 
rity, that he had prepared a paragraph in his annual Message, 
inviting. Congress to institute investigation into these very sub- 
jects; but, upon reflection, determined to express his confidence 
in the ability and. integrity with which the Executive Depart. 
ments had beeradministered, and leave Congress to adopt that 
course which it might deem most expedient. : 

Mr. Speaker, the ‘report of that committee, and the result of 
lis investigation, are before the country for its ambiassed. and 
impartial judgment, T will express no opinion concerning it; 
only that its labors were arduous aud incessant, not surpassed 


by: those of any cominittee which wasever organized by this 


House; and that the informatión which the report imparts to 
the country, whether as affecting the management of the Trea- 
sury Department, oF the operations of the State bar k deposite 
system, is worth infinitely beyond the paitry sum which It cost 
the nation. É g ae i 

Mr. Wise. Tcal upon my colleagne, in sincerity and can- 
dor, to say whether the production of the “wool clip” jetter is 


not of itself worth the whole cost, 


Ldo not now recollect with sufficient accuracy the,contents of 
the “wool clip” jetter, to answer my colleague satisfactorily. 
I recollect that that letter made a very strong impression upon 
my mind. ` 

Thave noinclination, Mr. Speaker, to assume. responsibility 
thatdoesnotbelongto me. I certainly am not entitled to the 
credit of originating that investigation; but, ifit suits the views 
of any to place the responsibility of either the paternity or the 
expense of that committee on my shoulders, for good or for 
evil, (or weal or for wo, Lam willing to takeit to the utmost 
extent, and when called to account, will discharge that respon- 
sibility most amply, by pointing te the contents of the report it- 
self. I willonly say, that that document will disclose the fact, 
that the Secretary of the Treasury was giving thatidentical or- 
ganization to the State Bank Deposite system, which now, 
when offered by another, is called a league of banks, danger- 
ous*to the liberties of the country. 

‘The SPEAKER here interposed, and said Mr. G. was out of or- 
der, and he desisted. 

My honorable colleague, [Mr. Dromeoocs,} in the remarks 
which he submitted to the House in favor of his amendment, 
on yesterday, stated that, in submitting that amendment, he had 
other and more important objects in view than to ascertain the 
mere expenses of these committees. He contended that these 
committees, under the authority to sénd for persons and papers, 
had exercised powers in issuing subpenas for witnesses which 
did not necessarily or properly grow out of that authority, and 
that his amendment would bring that subject to the view of the 
House. How, under the authority to ascertain the expenses of 
these investigating commitiees, the committee proposed to be 
charged with the inquiry can enter inte the investigation of the 
powers of this House, or of investigating committees to issue 
subp@nas and summon witnesses, I cannot, for the life of me, 
perceive; the one has reference merely to the addition of dollars 
and cents; the other to most important powers necessary to the 
effective exercise of the rightof investigation. 
honorable. colicague totally and essentially upon this question of 
power. Lregard the power of this House, either by itself or 
through its committees, to investigate corruption and abuses in 
its own members, or in the executive and judicial brauches of 
the Government, asabsolutely and essentially necessary to the 
preservation of the purity of the Government and the stability 
of our institutions—strike it down or render it ineffective, and 
corruption, brazen faced, unchecked and uncontrolled, will stalk 
through the land in the face of day. The Constitution has wisely 
armed the representatives of the people with this power, to 
check and control those who are more distantly removed irom 
responsibility io them, E would ask my honorable colleague 
how this power could be exercised with any effect unless 
this House had the power to bring before them and compel to 
testify the individuals who had knowledge of the facts or docu- 
ments which would prove the corruption or abuse, or vindicate 
the innocence of the accused; it would be a power without the 
means of execution, which, like a body without a soul, would 
be inanimate and useless. The very object of instituting such 
inguiries and m king such investigations 1s to ascertain facts; 
and there are no means by which to ascertain facts unless the 
production of documents. or the testification of witnesses can 
be enforced. The power of Congress to investigate is com- 
mensurate with the jurisdiction of the Government, andsne- 
cesearily carries with it the power to give effect to it, by send- 
ing for persons and papers. 
illustrated by the jurisdiction and constant practice of the courts 
who have the power upon all questions of litigation before 
them to send for persons and papers. If Congress has the 
power to send for persons and parers, does it not necessarily 
follow thatit has the power to compel the attendance of the 
one and enforce the production of the other? It certainty does; 
for I know of no other means by ch the attendance of wit- 
nesses or the production of papers can be enforced, except by 
subpena. This is the instrumentality through which the courts 
work, and is the only effective means by which Congress can 
work, unless Congress or its committee goes to the witnesses 
in succession, and to the holders of material. papers, which 
none would dream of, We see that the courts have the power 
to punish by fine and imprisonment, all who refuse obediencé 
to their process: yet, in the more important matters of State 
concern, the power Is denied to this House. 1f this House has 
not the power to issue subpeenas, of course it cannot confer it 
upon a committee. My, honorable colleague contends that 

subpoenas could only be issued by the House on ascertaining 
the names of the witnesses, which might be furnished by the 
committees, and cites as authority the practice of the British 
Parliament. Ido not know what rule the British Parliament 
has prescribed to itself in conducting these investigations, but 
that would be no precedent for our guide. This House can in- 
vestigate for itself, without the agency of a committee; com- 
mittees are only the instruments of its rules, and may be cre- 
ated or dispensed with at pleasure. 

If, then, the House, in conducting an investigation before 
itself, could not issue a subpena without the naming of a wit- 
ness by a committee, then this House would have a power 
without the means of carrying it into effect; one totally Inope- 
rative. lfit has the power, it may confer it upon its committee, 
always subject, of course, to its own supervision and control, 
and TI believe such has been the constant and uniform practice 
Tthink every one must be satisfied that this power is absolutely 
necessary, and does exist. The power is one thing, the abuse 
of it another; and if my colleague will specify any abuse of 
the power, the committee will stand responsible to the House 
and to the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, the amendment of my honorable colleague, al- 
though Iam entirely confident he does not design it, is calcula- 
ted to lay the foundation of a system of things which will noton- 
ly reader ineffectual this great corrective and purifying power 
of this House, but bring it into utter contempt and disgrace. 
Sir, without specifying ihe slightest imputation upon the com- 
mittee as a body, or either of its members, acknowledging in his 
yemarksthat the powers exercised by the committee were war- 
tanted by the judgment of the House, he proposes to arm a com- 
mittee with the power to investigate. and report upon the ex- 
penses and course of other committees. What is to be the con- 
sequence? Why, when this new committee has reported, ano- 
ther may be raised to investigate its conduct and expenses, and 
thus the House may go on piling committee upon committee, 
and report upon report, to infinity. I entreat my colleague to 
pause and reflect a little. I beseech him too look atthe ground 
upon which he stands. T implore him to reflect upon the con- 
sequences which are to grow out ofthis movement. Sir, if my. 
colleague is desirous to settle and define the powers of this 
House, and those which it may confer upon its committees, let 


I differ with my‘ 


The truth of this position is daily ` 


him offer a separate and distinct resolution, embracing this ide 
tical inquiry. It is the most direct and- parliamentary. course, 
and wil! be the most satisfactory. eats Ae 
My honorable colleague seems to complain of. the. power .. 

which these committees exercised in summoning witnesses from: 
any place they. pleased, without regard to distance, as. Well. as- 
their having issued commissions to take.the testimony of wit-. 
nesses whose attendance could not be procured... As to. thé first- 
so far as regards the committee over which 1 preside, Icanenly 
say that their discretion was not limited to this Distriet, nor, by 
specified dis ances. Whenever it had reason to believe there 
was a witness whe had knowledge of any fact which. would” 
have a material bearing upon the subject under investigation, © 
he was either ordered to be summoned, or authority-given.to” 
take his testimony The committee did not perceive that, if 
they had power to summon at all, the authority was limited by. 
any other boundary than that of the United States itself. If there 
wasany other limitation or restriction, they were not aware of it... 
They regarded it their right, as well as their duty, when: they 
ascertained that any individual would disclose important facts, 
whether he resided in Boston, New York, New Orleans, or 
Charleston, to summon him. I should be under obligations to. 
my colleague if,he would point out the restriction as to distance, 
if the power exists at all. To have harassed our citizens thus, 
was an extremely unpleasant duty; yet it was necessary. These 
are duties which our citizens owe one to another, and which alt 
owe to the Government; and which, however unpleasant and 
harassing, must be performed, or the very existence of society 
itself jeoparded. Astothe second complaint, I have only. to say: 
that, if I do not misrecollect, this power is conferred by act-of 
Congress; but whether it be or not, the exercise of this power. is 
sustained by the repeated practices of the Government, and I 
shall not detain the House by discussing it, The exercise of the 
summoning discretion was uniformly exercised upon the state-. 
ment of some member of the committee, that he believed the 
testimony of the witness proposed to be examined was material 
or necessary. It was not usual, nor was it proper, to require 
members of thé committee to be sworn as.to the materiality of 
witnesses they desired to be examin:d, ‘They had no personal 
interest in the result of the investigation; they were members of. 
the investigating body, acting upon their obligations of duty, 


‘and their responsibility to.the House and to the country, and 


could not, with any decent propriety, have been required to be 
sworo., Ido not rememberja solitary example of the kind, in any 
investigation which has ever taken place. N 

Tlie resolution of my honorable colleague (Mr. Hopkins] 
proposed an inquiry into a subject of grave and serious import. 
It proposes to inquire into the propriety of so disconnecting the 
public printing of all the branches of this Government from the 
political press of the country, as to prevent the effect of that 
deleterious influence which the dispensation of such an’ im- 
mense mass of patronage to the political press is calculated to 
produce. It cannot be doubted that the’ principle asserted by 
this resolution is sound and salutary, and the object. proposed to 
he attained valuable. Yet I confess have some doubts whether, 
in the present state of the press, and the long and intimate con- 
nection which has existed, and from the failure of every attempt 
heretofore, such an attainment is practicable, Entertaining 
these doubts, I shali come to no conclusion as to what will be 
my final vote, until Lcan see the plan by which itis proposed to 
effect this object, that I may be the better enabled to judge of its 
practicability. 

Mr. Speaker, a pure press, and a free press, is one of the 
greatest blessings which we can enjoy; itis a tower of strength 
to the people against the usurpatigns and..corruptions of Go- 
vernment, and the palladium of their liberty. With a. free 
press, and a pure press, virtue and morality will be ‘preserved, 
and general intélligence so diffused, as to bid-defiance’to all the 
assaults, however potent,.of tyranny and degpotisin. upon the 
rights of the people; and, notwithstanding that much of licen- 
tiausness has ere pt into the press of the present day, I am,even 
for this, not prepared to do any single act which would tend to 
shackle its perfect freedom; when Ido that, {should blow out 
the light which exhibits virtuc and morality in their most: en- 
dearing and beautiful forms, and directs the wandering foot- 
steps of the pilgrim of liberty to the temple in which. it is en- 
shrined. { should break down the strongest barrier between 
liberty and slavery—between free and despotic Governments. 
It cannot, I think, be doubted, that the purity of the presscan he 
best preserved, and its licentiousness most effectually restrained, 
by placing it as far as practicable upon its responsibility to, an 
enlightened.and virtuous public opinion. Tf it can atone look 
to that for countenance and support, it will feel ils responsi- 
bility, conform its matter to that standard of morality; virtue, 
and decency, which prevail within the boundary of its circula- 
tion, and, according-as that is elevated, will be the restraint 
upon licentiousness. A sound. and healthy state of public opi. 
nion is the greatest security which we have for the decency and 
puriry of the press, and the only restraint upon its licentious- 
ness which can be successfully interposed. The influence of 
the press upon public opinion has beeu so completely tested by 
experience, thai it would be but an idle expenditure, of words 
and useless waste of time to attempt to prove it. We see it 
every where, we feel it in every situation; but itis only by an 
abuse of that influence, that morality, virtue and liberty can be 
impaired or hazarded; itis only when the press descends from 
its uly political into a purely partisan engine, that public opi- 
nion becomes vicious and depraved; it is only when it is 
wielded by factionists and aspirants for power that, from a 
shield of liberty, it becomes the sword of despotism. Not to 
travel beyond the boundary of our own country, the freest and 
most prosperous on.earth, what do we see in the present day? 
The great mass of the press on one side offering unqualifiedand 
undeviating opposition, and that on the other affording unquali- 
fied and undeviating support to all the measures of the men in 
power, That such a state of things, if not checked, will ulti- 
mately degenerate into faction, aud produce results. ‘too. ap- 
pajing even to contemplate, all must acknowledge.” It is time, 
then, that some check should-be prepared, some remedy applied, 
to heal this distempered condition of the press, and restore it to. 
soundness. i S 

The resolution of my honorable colleague [Mr Horxins} 
proposes to withdraw from the hands of the Government 0.0 
of its means of corrupting the public press, by securing it 
against the use of this source of patronage. We all know the 
selfishness of human nature, and the predominance of, interest 
in the passions of. the heart. © It is reasonable to suppose that 
men will feel strong sympathies for those who minister to their 
wants or supply their necessities, aad that a press deriving ‘its 
material support from the hands of the Government will be 
yery apt to enlist under its banner, and give to its measures an 


572 o 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


25TH Cona--+-2np Sess. 


May, 1838, 


Collection Revenue—Mr. Webster. 


unqualified and undeviating support, without due regard_to 
their principles or expediency. This arises from the imper- 
fections of nature, and the predominance of selfishness. That 
these influences have existed, do now exist, and will always 
exist, none acquainted with the human character, or who has 
read with profit the history of man, none will be disposed to 
deny. If this source of patronage can be cut off, and the pubtic 
press disentangled from any Government alliance, controling 
its freedom, or poisoning its purity, a great achievement for 
virtue, morality, liberty, and free institutions, will have been 
accomplished. Itis an experiment well worth making, and to 
the accemplishment of which I will readily aid. ; 

My honorable colleague says that he will not, unless for very 
strong and urgent reasons, proscribe any class of our citizens. 
This is right, Mr. Speaker; Iam pleased to hear it avowed by 
my colleague. Ihope that itwill notonly be avowed, but that 
all will practice it; that to example will be added precept, and 
that my colleague, extending the principle to all its legitimate 
leagths, will rebuke, not only the press, but all who undertake 
to proscribe individuals for their opinions. If this precept had 
heen followed by example, 1I, humble J, would have escaped 
some sëvere blows—some hard rubs for my obstinacy in acting 
and speaking according to the honest dictates ofmy conscience. 
My colleague says, if it be rightto make the separation, let it 
be done by the votes of the House. I cannot, Mr. Speaker, see 
the propriety of the distinction which my colleague takes. If 
the principle be sound, I cannot perceive the difference in as- 
serting by law or by vote; in either case the effect will be pre- 
cisely the same, But Lam far from acknowledging that the re- 
solution, ifcarried out, will have this effect. It proscribes none; 
itleaves the editors of political journals to pursue their labors 
in their owm way; it proscribes no printer or no press; itonly 
aeeks-to prevent an alliance of a corrupting and dangerous cha- 
racter—an alliance between the Government and political jour- 
nale, which would be dangerous to both. 

My honorable colleague, in the course of his remarks, refer- 
red to the report of the Committee on the Library, reported by 
miy late colleague, {Mr. Parron,] its chairman, proposing to 
subscribe for ten copies of Niles’s National Register during 
each session of Congrese, forthe use of the members of this 
House, ina way which was well calculated, although Lam sure 
not designed, to do injustice to that gentlemen, 
laymg that resolution on the table, and should have voted for its 
adoption, The editor of that work had agreed, if the resolution 
was adopted, to publish all the laws passed at each session of 
Congress, a complete journal of its proceedings, all the public 
documents of general utility, and the ayes and noes on every 
question on which they were taken. These numbers were de- 
signed to be placed in the hands of the members, to be-deposited 
at some convenient points in each county of their districts, for 
the irispecnon and use ofthe people. Sir, I shall vote for any 
proposition which will carry the members of this body home to 
the people, naked and unmasked, and present in full and còm- 
plete view all their actious, in order that they may be held to a 
strict accountability. The people ought to have, and their mo- 
ney cannot be more profitably expended than in transmitting 
to them, constant and accurate information of the course and 
proceedings of their representatives. The character of “Niles’s 

egister,” which is more a historical register than a-political 
journal, its extensive circulation, and the great mass of public 
documents which it embodies, render it very valuable for such 
a purpose. My colleague urges two objections to this proposi 
tion: lat. Its political character; 2d. Its cost. That to some cx- 
tent it isà political journal, Ido not deny; but whether it isa 

artisan journal, T will not undertake to decide; but T will test 
{oy proof which my colleague himself will he disposed to re- 
spect. And, first, quote the Richmond Enquirer. It says: 

“Nilee’s Register.—We perceive from the last number of 
‘Niles’s Weekly Register,’ that this celebrated periodical is 
ahout to be transferred from Baltimore to Washington. After 
“tig first of September, it will be published in that city. The 
Register is mow conducted by William Ogden Niles, and hag 
heen enlarged under hisanspiccs. Itris the best general collec. 
tion of historical facts and references that is published in the 
United States with a table of contents.” 

‘2d, I quote from the New Hampshire Patriot, a journal, the 
orthodoxy of which I do not doubt my honorable friend over the 
way (Mr. CusHMAN] will vouch. It says: 

“Niles’s Regisier.—It appears from an article in the last 
number, that this paper is to be removed to Washiagton city, as 
affording better facilities for facts and public documents, than 
its present location. As a record of facts, notwithstanding a 
slight tinge of Whig coloring is generally apparent, the Register 
stands among the first publications in the country.”? 

This journal saysitis a little Whigism—"a little tinge of 
Whig color’’-—that’s all, 

The Baltimore Republican, It says: 

‘Niles’s Register.—From a notice which will be found in 
another column ofour paper, it will be seen that the proprietor 
of Niles’s Register is about removing to Washington city, 
where his well known and valuable journal will hereafter be 
published. The seat of the General Government, it is sup- 
posed, will afford greater facilites for obiaining documents and 
the kind ofinformation which it supplics than any other place. 
Wehave no doubt that the change of location will be produc- 
tive of the beneficial consequences which are anticipated, and 
we hope it may.” 

The New: York Evening Post. It says: , 

“Nites’s Register.—The publication of this paper w 
transferred from Baltimore to Washington, on the first of Se 
tember next. In. his notice of the change, the editor, Mr, Nilcs, 
states thatthere will be no alteration in the principies of the 
paper, but that it will pursue the course hitherto laid down by 
hitn in itecolumns. © Asa record of facis and documents, aid 
of the news of the day, this journal stands among the foremost, 
and some improvements in contemplation will still further en- 
hance its value to its snbseribers.” 

And the Charleston (S, C2) Mercery. Tt say: f 

“Niles’s Register.—This valuable publication is tọ be 
transferred from Rahimore to Washington on the Ist of Sep- 
tember next, $ 

“We take this opportunity of saying something of the cha- 
racter of this publication, and its claims to the patronage of the 
community. Asa political journal, the Register stands quite 
alone; it has no partean character; its object is not to pro 
gate the epinions of ohe man, or advocaie the advancement 
any One party, but tó present, from week to week, a judirious 
egilection of facts and documents ernnected with, agd tending 
to idate the political history and condition ofthe country. 
Too much praise canuot be given tothe uniform judgment and 

od sose which have governed the conduct of the Register in 


be 


p- 


Ivoted against . 


‘he selection ofits articles. ‘The citizen will find in it every 
thing necessary to give him acomplete acquaintance with the 
spirit of the political world, and to the future historian, the Re- 
gister will be an inestimable treasury of the most authentic 
and ample materials for the history of this country. |The 
great popularity, and, indeed, authority which it has- attained, 
b -th inthis country and in Europe, atiest that this is no exag~ 
gerated praise, and the unobtrusive character of its conductor 
is another proof, if any other were needed, that its reputation 
depends exclusively upon its merits. . We sincerely wish it, 
both for the benefit of the ediior and the community, a univer- 
sal circulation.” 

With the evidence of these presses, exclusive of many others 
of a different political complexion, 1 think that all party objec- 
tions, at least, will be removed, and that no such considerations 
could have prevailed with the commitiee. My friend from New 
York, [Mr. Parker] in his. remarks upon this resolution, said 
that he was opposed to the principle of the resolution entirely; 


` but ifhe were to vote for it, he would move to amend by strik- 


ing out “ Niles’s National Register,” and inserting “The De- 
mocratic Review.” I suppose this preference would have been 
given by the gentleman because the “Review” was q litle 
tinged with Democratic color, Well, sir, 1 should not have 
quarrelled with him about that: I wanted the thing, not because 
ofthe channel through which it was to be conveyed, but for its 
ownsake, But, sir, my honorable colleague has fallen into an 
error in relation to the cozt of the proposed werk. He estimates 
it at least $12,000, when the proprietor himself proposed to fur- 
nish itat $4,900, which would have been greatly less than our 
subscriptions to potitical newspapers, which might well be dis- 
pensed with forsuch an object. And now, sir, I leave my col- 
league and the people to determine whether the immense mass 
of information which would in this work have been diffused 
through the nation, would not be of infinitely more value than 
the little sum of $4,900. Sir, we should, through this medium, 
save, in extra printing, with which we could dispense, three 
times this amount of the proposed subscription. The supervi- 
sion over the publication by the Clerk of the House, proposed 
in the resolution, my honorable colleague seems to think squints 
at a censorship of the press. Not so, sir: the only supervision 
which the Clerk is required to exercise, is as to the mere accu- 
recy ofthe publication of the journal, the laws, and the official 
documents, Tt confers on him no power over the press what- 
ever; he has only to do what he now does—see that these things 
are accurately done. I don’t think, Mr. Speaker, that this 
squinting can be seen with the naked eye. 

In addition to the inquiries to which I have adveried, m 
honorable colleague [Mr. Dromcoor£] proposes, in his amend- 
ment, to inquire whether the present printer to the House ex- 
ecutes the public printing under his own supervision, by his 
own hands, in his own office, and with his own type, or whe- 
ther it is dore in the office under the supervision and manage- 
ment of the editors of another political journal. My honorable 
colleague, in commenting upon this branch of his amendment, 
intimated that probably my colleague [Mr. Hopxrys] was in- 
duced to ofier his resoliitions on account of what transpired pro- 
vious to, or pending the election of public printer at the extra 
session, and referred to various remorz which he had heard, of 
a coalition between Thomas Allen and Gales and Seaton, arid a 
publication in the Intelligencer that the printing was to be done 
In that office. From the part which I ected upon that occasion, 
and the degree of responsibility which I feel. it is incumbent on 
me to advert briefly to that subject. When T first cast my vote 
for Thomas Allen, E had never'seen him to know him. T acted 
upon the high character which was given him by those who 
knew him. H he had entered into any arrangement, bargain or 
contract with Gales and Seaton, or others had done it for him, L 
knew nothing of it. nor had I heard of it. T entered into no ar- 
rangements, was privy to none, or knew of none. My vote 
against the late incumbents was deiermived before I knew or 
heard any thing about the Madisonian. An article which ap- 
peared in the Globe on the 2ist of July last, which. while I had 
bo idea was aimed at me personally, but which was the most 
effective blow which could have been struck at me, Cetérmined 
my course. This determination I communicated to my friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr McKay,] who sits near me, on my 
way here at the extra session. I did not, and conld not, blame 
the editors of the Globe for the expression of their own opinions. 
Yet the expression and the mode were calculated seriously to 
affect me, and demanded of me, irom considerations of self-de- 
fence, to take the course F did. In doing so, I acted upon the 
same principles that my colleague did in casting his vote, 
and cannot be rebuked by him. Rut suppose, Mr. Speaker, 
that it turns out to be true, as I do not doubt it is, that the 
most material part of the printing is done at the office, by 
the hands, and with the type, of Gales and Seaton. Is that 
any breach of daty, or of the conditions of his obliga- 
tin? Will my colleague refer to Mr. Allen’s official bond, 
and point out any part of its condition which requires him to 
have the work executed in his own ofice, with his cen types, 
and with his orn hands? I think it will puzzle him to find it. 
The only condition is, that the printing shall be executed with 
fidelity, neatness and despatch, andat thishasbeen done. The 
appointment is given to the man, not to the cffice, to the ty 
or to the hands. Tt is Mr. ANen’s duty to comply with the con- 
ditions of his official bo d. For that he bas given the most 
ample and satisfactory security from among those who know 
him well; the conditions of the bond must be comp with, er 
he is responsible: so long as they are complied with, itis not 
material in what house, with what type, or with what hands, i 
is done. fot 

But, Mr. Speaker, if my honorable colleague thinks these 
rumors are sufficiently authentic. and the facts which they 
charge sufficiently criminal to institute an inquiry on the part 
ofthis House, I would call his atiention to rumors of an ar- 
rangement to assign over a part of the Rxeeutive printing to 
some other editors in anticipation of the printing of the Ho 
Lnever thought it either criminal er worth an inquiry - 
nor shall] propose ir. But, I shall. from my peculiar 7 
tion in reference to this vote for the inquiry. F Allen basen- 
tered any arrangement, bargain, or cnutract o mmo- 
ral or corrupt character, letit be ascertained, and let him be ex- 
posed. Let it be rung upon the herae-tops, and fom or 
tremity of the nation to the other: } wH not try to shield him, 
I donot believe shat irom hia hi: 
done any thing which could dishonor him orr 
blush, but I will threw no obstacle in the way ofa free and full 
inquiry. Let us have the truth, and the whole truth, Lhere 
take occasion, Mr. Speaker, with the indulgence of the House, 
to correct a misstatement in relation to my course Upon this 


hi subject. i wasin a letter written from thie place to the Mis- 


Senate. 


sissippi “Columbus Democrat,” among a great many other. 
things of somewhat a humorous character, that Teame herein 
July Jast to try and get some of my poor kin quartered upon 
the Government, but failing, I became dissatisfied, met. with 
Thomas Allen, who was ‘on a-like errand; and- had- met 
with alike disappointment, and entered into an arrangement 
with him to set up the Madisonian in“ opposition to’ the Admi- 
nistration. Now, Mr. ‘Speaker, thisis literally untrue. I was 
not here in July, or at any time between the dih of March: and 
the opening of the extra session. Imade no such application, 
and had about as much to do with the establishment of the 
“Madisonian” as you had. Ishould not have noticed this-part 
of that letter had.I not understood from a friend that this state» 
ment had been credited, and did me injury. ` 

My honorable colleague has referred to the opinions of Virgi- 
nia. -He says, and,- to prevent mistake, I will give the remark 
in the words as publishedin the Globe: “ He believed it to ‘be 
according to the settled purpose and design of the institutionsof 
Virginia that the business and operations of each Government, 
State and Federal, should be kept separate and distinct, and'that 
that great State righta principle was violated by their connec: 
tion.” Now, Mr. Speaker, I cannotaecord with my honorable 
colleague in the extent of the principle which he Rere asserts. 
It would place this Government beyond all responsibility, and 
separate it from the interests of the States and the people. Sir, 
our Federal and State Governments are the Governments of the 
same people. The State Governments. and the people are re- 
presented in the legislative body. The electoral college for Pre- 
sidentand Vice President voies by States, in all this there is 
identity and connection of interest, > But, sir, how the business 
and operations of this Government can be separate and distinct 
from those of the States Iam at a loss to perceive, when both 
operate upon and atfect the same people. It cannot be, for it 
would be utterly destructive of every principle. upon which our 
system is founded, and would destroy that harmony and'co-ope- 


_ ration, in the conduct of both so necessary to the success of both. 


This Government, in the exercise of any ofits powers, cannot 
be obstructed by the States, yet all its acts are upon its respon- 
sibility to the States and the people, and affect their business 
and interest. The States, in the exercise of their reserved rights, 
are independent of and beyond the control of this Government, 
and owe it no responsibility; but this Government, constracter 
by the States, holding its very existence at their will, cannot be 
separate and distinct from them in its operations or business. I 
cannot yield assent to any doctrine which shall make this Go. 
vernment so independent of the States or the people ag to be be- 
yond the reach of that sure and decided tesponsibility which is 
so necessary to check its abuses and resist usurpatiens.. Such, 
I think, is the tendency of the principle asserted -by my ` cols 
league In the form of expression which he has used.” - 

My honorable colleague, in replying toa temark of another 
colleague, (Mr. Wise, } took occasion to say that he was one of 
what wascalled the Divorce party, that is, that he was friendly 
to the “ Independent Treasury bill,” that he shou!d take occa: 
sion to present his reasons for that opinion when the question 
came up, and that he did not doubt he should be able to satisfy 
his constituents, 1 differ radically and essentially with my col- 
Jeague upon that question, and, like him, I shall take occasion, 
when it comes up for consideration, to express my views; in 
doing so, I wil! say to many of my friends, in. perfect good hu- 
mor, and with feelings of entire kindness, that I shall present 
them a mirror, in which they may see the reflection o them- 
selves as they were; and, if they wil! look atthemselves as they 
were, they will find that, as they aere in every doctrine and 
sentiment which I have uttered upon this question, they were 
like what I am now. Ido not doubt that I shall satisfy my 
constituents that in defending the position in ‘which General 
Jackson’s administration placed me, a position from which I 
shall not retreat, I am defending truth and the best interests of 
the people. : d 

The Spzaxen interposed, and said it was notin order, on this 
amendinent, to discuss the divorce question. ` , 

Yam only replying to remarks made by my colleague, with- 
out the interposition of the Chair, 

The Seeaxen said it was difficult to arrest such remarks, as 
the Chair could not well perceive the connection in which they 
might be placed. 

I desist, sir, and conclude by saying that ‘shall vote for the 
amendment of my colleague, not because it is properly con- 
nected with the original resolution, or the necessity of much of 
it, but because the inquiry involves matters which may bear 
upan me personally, and 1am willing ail should be known, 


SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 

In Senate, Tucsday, May 29, 1838.—The resolution respect- 
ing the collection of the revenue sas readathudtime. It was 
in the following words: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
it shall not be lawful for the Secretary ofthe Treasury te make, 
or to continue in force, any general order which shalt create 
any difference between the different branches of revenue, as to 
the money or medium of payment ia which debts or dues accru- 
ing to the United States, may he paid 

And the question being on its passage— 

Mro WEBSTER rose and said: Mr. President, it has been my 
earnest desire to propose some measure ofa useful character, 
in which it was probable both Houses of Congress might concur. 
With this view, [moved the amendment to the Sub Treasury 
bil, when that bill was before nssome weeks ago; andit is with 
the same object (hat I have now brought forward precisely the 
same proposition. Ihave looked to see what could be accom: 
plished, as well as what would be beneficial: I have considered 
what was practicable, as well as what was proper; and I have 
believed, and now believe, that the mec rire, i is present form, 
wil meet the prompt and decided approbation of both branches 
Legisiature. The mejoriy which here showed itself in 
or of the resouno “sterday, on the question ‘of engross- 
ment, as well as the e vote of the Senate upon the same 
proposition, when submitted by me as an amendment te the 
Sub Treasury bill, leaves no doubt of the opinion of the-Senate, 
and Lbelieve the sentiment of the other House will be found not 
less decisive. ate ; 

On the present occasion, sir, 1 Go not intend todetain yoti by 
protracted discussion, as the success of the measure “in this body 
ee now be doubtful; but I wish, nevertheless, to. saya, few 
words. i 
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‘Phe measure, as Ipropose it; interferes with no existing act 
ofCongress. It leaves all statote laws as it finds them, and acts 
only, arid acta directly, on the Treasury circular of July, 1836, 
and on the power of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue an. 

guch ordersinfuture. This is its single object. When it shall 


have. passed, distinctions and discriminations between different 
branches of the revenue will beabolished. Ifnothing but specie 
will pass af the land offices, then nothing but specie will pass at 
ihe custom-houses. There will no longer be one law fora mer- 
chantin New York, and: another law for a settler in the West. 
The rights of all will-be equal; and equality, in this respect, is 
astice. : i $ i 

; Sir, T doubt not the measure- will effectually answer the end 
designed by it. It has been suggested that possibly the Secre- 
tary ofthe Treasury might fulfil the injunctions of this reso- 
Tution, and’ abolish all distinctions, by requiring specie at the 
cugtom-house, and continuing to require it at the land offices. 
There is no dangër, sir, of that. Inthe known state of opinion, 
in .Gongress, and. the country, no Secretary can be supposed 
capable of pursuing such a course. No, sir; when this resolu- 
tion. ig passed, the Treasury order soon bréathes its last breath. 
It will: not live a day; and no Administration will hereafter 
venturé on another Jike it. Such unjust, invidious, and inju- 
rious distinctions in the collection of the revenue will not be 
heard of again, in our day and generation. ‘hey will be sup- 
pressed, indeed, by the force of positive law. 

Mr. President, X do not mean to discuss the character or 


operatiofi of this. celebrated Treasury order at any length. T- 


must say, however, that, for one, [never regarded itas defensi- 
ble ‘in principle, even if the Secretary could lawfully have 
igsued it; because it was unequal and unjust. It created dis- 
tinctions and gave preferences which no man can justify. It 
was Unjust to the whole West. It was unjust to every man 
who wished to buy an acre of the public land; because it with’ 
held from him facilities\in making payment to Govern- 

- ment, which other persons, having payments to make at the 
same time, were allowed to enjoy. And if the order could 
‘have been defended, in-priaciple. Teun never doubted its inju- 
rious effects on the currency and business of the whole coun- 
wy. It wasa disturbing cause of great’ power. It deranged 
and embarrassed commerce, exchanges, and intercourse. It 
drew away silver and gold to unnecessaty uses, and seriously 
affected confidence and credit, by its apparent hostility to the 
banking institutions. It wore a warlike aspect, and its whole 
operation was unfriendly and annoying. 

‘Its abrogation will produce good in. various ways. In the 
first place, it will do justice, by restoring equality, This of 
itself isa good. In the sécond place, it will be of much im- 

rtance in aiding the resumption of specie payments. The 
abrogation in this respect will be felt every where. It will 
benefit the Bast as well as the West. It will quiet fears, m- 
spire confidence, encourage the banks on both sides of the 
mountains in the efforts to resume. They will look on Go- 
vernment with less of apprehension and fear. They will re- 

ard this measure as a proclamation of peace, and will trust 
* that they are no longer to be pursued. with hostile intentions 
and hostile acts.. And, lastly, sir, the passage of this resolution 
will make a favorable change in the state of | trade and business 
all over’ the country; and it will particularly relieve the West. 
Notwithstanding what has been said to the contrary, 1am con- 
fident the whole West wil! hail it with gladness of heart. The 
people of the West will regard the repeal of the specie order 
not only asa proof of the justice. of Congress, but also as a 
welcome: harbinger of better times. They will view it as the 
first step in the return of former prosperity. 

There are other things, sir, which ought to be done, doubt- 
Tess and which might be done, by way of following up this 
measure. To these, or some of them, Tintend to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate in a few days. In the mean time, | hope to 
see this resolution become a- law, without delay. 

Mr. President, if this measure shall succeed, we shall be 
brought back.upon the resolution of 1816, with the modifica- 
tion which this tvill predace. g aa ae 
: Now, sit, there has been go much misconception ih regard to 
the object, character and history of the resolution of 1816, that 
I mustask the indulgence of the Senate while. I make some 
observations on those: points. ; K 

Sir, there would seem no necessity for mistake in these par- 
ticulars. : The state of things which led to the adoption. of that 
resolution must be well remembered by all, and here are six or 
seven of us, I think, now in the Senate, who were members of 
‘Congress at the time whan that resolution was adopted, and bore 
a part in the transaction. . Its history is this: 

+ When Congress assembled in December, 1815. the President, 
Mr. Madison, drew. our attention.to the state of the currency by 
those passages of his -message which Ihave so often quoted 
and referred to, during the last session and the present, as well 
as on many previous occasions. | Following the President's re- 
commendation, Congress set itself vigorously at work for the 
reformation:of the currency, then ina. most deplorable state. 
But before describing the state of the currency, as it then ex- 
isted, ‘allow me, Mr. President, togo back still a little farther, 
and trace the previous history of this branch of our public af- 
fairs. That history requires, and will well. repay, attention. 

The present Government, sir, went into operation in 1789, and 
the first act regulating the collection of duties. was passed. on 
the Sistday of July, in that year. ‘That act declared thatthe 
duties and fees to be collected by virtue of its provisions should 
be paid in gold- and silver coin only ; and fixed the rates at 
which the respective foreign coins should be received. Here 
was a direct requisition for geld avd silver exclusively. Well 
now, air, how was this understood hy the Government and the 

>- gountry? There were then a few State banks in existence, is- 
_ suing bills, and redeeming them on-demand in specie}. and it is 
peyond all doubt that, in the neighborhood where these banks 
existed, or where their bills circulated; those bills, being thus 
billsof specie paying banks, were received ‘for duties as ffit- 
- Hing the demands of the siatutey The number of banks soon 
increased, and went on increasing, and the, bills of all were re- 
ceivedif they were in good credit, and paid specie for their pa- 
peron sight. Al this, sir, was done with the full knowledge 
and approbation of the Government; and it was done on the 
plain and simple ground, and could. be authorized or justified 
‘on no other, that ban} notes, for which specie could de had on 


demand, are the representatives of specie, and are its equiva- 
Tenta; that they are, indeed, but so many orders. to go and. take 
the specie when you wish it; that they. are: the instruments 
with which you take hold of it-when you need it. ‘And as Go- 
yernment must keep. its. money .somewhere,. and naturally 
would use safe hanks for the purpose of keeping it, whenever 
such banks could be found, it seemed absurd and ridiculous to 


Collection of the Revenue—Mr. Webster. 


compel the merchant to bringhis_ hard do4ars from the bank to 
the custom-house to pay his bond, for no f urpese but that they 
might be sent back again from the custom-heuse to the baak. 
Whatever the collector received, he credited to the Government 
ascash, It might be gold and silver, it might be a-merchant’s 
check on a bank, it might be bank bilis—all went into one and 
the same accountas cash > 

In 1791 the first bank was established, and its bills were made 
receivable, in payments to Government. by a positive provision 
in its charter. But even this, so far as | know, did not prevent 
the receipt of the bills of other specie-paying banks in places 
where such institutions existed. Thus things went on during 
the continuance of_the charter of the first bank. 
expired in 1811, and from that time, therefore, there was no 
paper in cirevlation but that of State banks; and this paper 
‘was every where received, if the bank was in credit, and paid 
specie; and allow me to repeat, sit, that it was received, as be- 
ing a substantial compliance with the act of the 31st of July, 
1789. It was received as cash, and credited as cash. This 
state of affairs continued until after. the declaration of war 
against England, in 1812. So that you perceive, sir, that for 
five and twenty years the officers of Government every where 
received, when offered, the notes of specie-paying banks as 
specie, and that this was done without complaint by any body. 

But now, Mr. President, a great and important change took 
place. Within a year or two after the commencement of the 
war, ali the banks south of New England suspended specie 
payments. Their bills and notes were therefore no longer 
equivalent te gold and silver, and a general crush of the cur- 
rency ensued. . Bank paper immediately became depreciated, 
and this depreciation increased more and more as we went from 
Norih to South. The exchange between Washington and Bos- 
ton was, at one period, as high as twenty or twenty-five per 
cent. Nevertheless, sir, even in this lamentable state of things, 
the Government continued to receive bank notes, depreciated as 
they were, for duties. and taxes. It also contracted heavy loans, 
and in many instasces received the proceeds of its sales of the 
stock of such loans in. this same bank paper at per. All this 
was justified on the ground of the absolute necessity of the 
case. War, pressing on the country with all its demande and 
all its evils, created an exigency, in which there seemed no op- 
tion, since there was no national institution, but to receive the 
paper of State banks, although those banks had ceased .to re- 
deem ‘their bills by the payment of gold and silver, and their 
paper, therefore, was enormously depreciated. 

Vell, sir, peace came in the early part of 1815; but still the 
banks did notresume. When Congress assembled, in the fall of 
1815, the suspension still continued, the depreciation was not 
remedied, and the Treasury was still receiving the degraded 
paper cf State banks. Now, sir, as the war had ceased, it was 
obvious that this mode of collecting revenue ought to be no 
longer tolerated. Several enormous evils flowed from it. The 
first was, that Government was not sure, and could not be sure, 
of any fixed revenve or income. It laid taxes and duties; but 
what thes? For these taxes and duties it got nething but irre- 
deemable and debased paper money; and the fate of the old Go. 
vernment under the Confederation, in continental paper money 
times, was'already staring Congress full in the face. So much 
for the distress caused to Government. 

The other intolerable evil was the inequality. which was pro- 
duced between citizens in different places. At Baltimore duties 
on goods imported were received in notes ofthe Baltimore 
banks, although those nows were ten or fifteen per cent. below 
the value of gold and silver, while at Boston, at the same time, 
nothing but gold and silver, or their equivalent, specie bille, 
would be taken atail.. In the mean time, the general mischief, 
the great and overwhelming evil of a depreciated and dis- 
credited currency, was afflicting the whole country. Every in- 
terest felt its baneful effects. Commerce stagnated, manufac- 
tures could not revive, and business of all kinds was embarrass- 
ed and distressed. , 

This, sir, was that deplorable state of the currency which I 


have already said existed at the close of 1815—a state of the cur- 


rency which had called forth so earnest a recommendation to 
Congress from the President, and which Congress set itself at 
work, with so much zeal and resolution, to reform. 

As Ihave observed on former occasions, sir, Mr, Madison’s 
message, so far as it related to the subject of the currency, was 
referred to a select committee in the House of Representatives, 
and the honorable member from South Carolina [Mr. Car 
HOUN] wag made chairman of that committee. His first mea- 
sure wasto establish a bank; and in that measure he succeeded. 
The law creating the late Bank of the United States was ap- 
proved and signed by the President on the 10th of April, t816. 

But the establishment of a bank was not supposed to be all 
that the condition of the country required. ` Something further, 
it was thought, was indispensable to the restoration of the cur- 
rency., Accordingly, the honorable gentleman brought forward 
a bill “for the more effectual collection of the public revenue in 
the Jawful money of the United States.” To some of the provi- 
sions of this bill J alluded on a recent occasion. The bill was 
much discussed, and much opposed. Various amendments 
were made to it, and others proposed, in the course of its pro- 
gress. In the shape which it finally assumed, I supported it, 
cheerfully, because I thought it would answer the substantial 
purpose designed by it, that of aiding essentially in the restora- 
tion of the currency. It pissed to be engrossed on a very close 
vote, but the next day it was rejected, on the third reading, by a 
majority of one. This, sir, took place on the 25th of April, and 
Congress had already agreed to adjourn on the 30th of the 
same month. Here we were, then, within five days of the end 
of the session, and we had done nothing at all to correct the 
enormous evils of a paper money currency, except to charter a 
bank. It was quite uncertain when this new bank would go 
into operation, and still more uncertain whether its influences, 
unaided by any other measure, would be able to compel the 
State banks to resume specie payments. and so make a reform 
in the currency. It appeared to me that we were ‘about to 
break up, leaving one Most important object unattained. I felt 
that a crisis of a very delicate character existed. In this state 
of things, divided as opinions were, and embarrassed as the 
country was in all its interests and pursuits, I felt it to be my 
duty to attempt something, which might probably be carried, 
and which, if it prevailed, should rescue the country from the 
evils which oppressed it; and I Jost ne. time in making the 
effort: The day following that on which the bill which Thave 
mentioned was lost on its third reading, that is lọ say, on Fri. 
day, the 26th of, April, Lintroduced my nEsgoLuTioNs, for there 
were. originally three of them, the first’ two, however, being 
merély. declaratory, and in the nature of a preamble. These 
two 1 withdrew, and the third and main resolution received its 
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three readings in. one day, passed, and: was sent to-the ‘Senate, 
The Senate acted upon it on Monday, the 29th, amended it; and: 
retumed it tothe House. On: Tuesday, the 30th, the House 
concurred in the Senate’s. amendment. on the same day’ the 
President approved the resolution, and on the same day; also, 
Congress adjourned. : i Beet 
But now, sir, letme bea little more- particular. . The reso- 
lution, as Tintroduced it, made no-provision for the receipt of, 
any bank bills whatever. It said nothing of the otés of ape- 
cie paying banks. I did not suppose that any provision “Was: 
necessary on-that subject, as such bills had always been ro- 
ceived under the existing law. Nobody had’ objected to teceiv- 
ing them, and I took it: for granted that the collectors would 
continue to go on as they had gone on; that they would receive, 
as matter of course, the bills of specie-paying banks, as -being 
equivalent to specie itself, and credit their amount to Govern- 
ment as cash. The honorable member from South Carolina, 
however, or rather some. friends of his, suggested ‘that: there 
might be doubts about this; and that, unless the reception ‘of 
the bills of specie-paying banks should be provided ‘for, ‘the 
collectors might perhaps feel themselves bound to reject such 
bils, Istated my opinion, that no such thing was. likely to 
happen, and that the amendment, therefore, was not necessary. 
The honorable member said his own opinion rather was; that 
the amendment was not strictly necessary; that he-had moved 


‘jt in order to satisfy the doubis of friends, and, as others sèem- 


ed not. to think it necessary, he wonld withdraw it; and he did 
withdraw it. The resolution passed the House, therefore, with 
no provision whatever respecting the receipt of bills of specie- 
paying banks. 

hen the resolution was taken up ia the Senate, the same 
doubt was suggested which had been stated by the gentleman'in 
the House; and one ofthe members from Tentessee [Mr. CAMP- 
BELL,] moved an amendment similar to that which’ had been 
moved in the House by the honorable member from South Ca- 
yolina; that is to say, he moved to insert the notes and bills of 
specie-paying banks among the things which might be-receiv- 
edin payment of debts and desto Government. The Se- 
nate adopted this amendment, sent the resolution, thus amend- 


- ed, back to the House, and the House concurred: 


This, Mr. President, is, believe, a true and exact history of 
the resolution of the 30th of April, 1816. © And, sir, the groat 
and main object of the resolution cannot be doubted: It-miust 
be obvious to every body, thatits chief purpose was to.put an 
end to the reception of paper money in payment of debts to 
Government. Tt meant to reject all bank notes which. were 
not payable and paid in specie.on. demand. The reception of 
such notes, and the fact that they constituted the currency of 
the country, were the great evils then existing; and the corres: 
tion of these evils was the distinct and paramount object-of the 
resolntion. The consequence of such rejection, it was -expett- 
ed, would be, that the banks would make a strenuous effort ‘to 
resume payment by the 20th of February then next, that being 
the day after which no bills of non-specie-paying banks were to 
be received. For the accomplishment of this great object, 
much was hoped for certainly from the bank, then recently 
established; but, as I have already said, it was impossible, at 
the time, to foresee how far any efforts of the Bank might prove 
effectual. Sir, we were not disappointed. The resolution did 
its work. Under a wise and prudent administration of the 
Treasury Department, the great end of resumption was accom. 
plished, the currency of the country was restored to’ a sound 
state, and it continued in that state, and no man found just rea- 
son to. complain.of it, on the whole and as a general system, un- 
til the removal of the deposites in 1833. xe 

Mr. President, this recital of unquestionable fact shows that 
public officers, with the approbation of the Government, -have 
received the notes of specie-paying banks as money; that they 
did this, habitually, as well before the passage of the. resolution 
of 1816 as afterwards; in short, that debtors to. Government paid 
their debts as individual debtors paid their debts to other indi- 
viduals, that is tosay, by specie, by checks, or drafts on banks, 
such as are used by merchants, or‘by the notes and bills of 
sound specie paying banks, at the pleasure ofthe payer. © Nor 
do I remember, sir, that, until the late general suspension, any 
Joss has occurred to Government from the receipt of such. bills. 
Tf any instances of loss have happened, they are not within my 
recollection. : 

Mr. President, on this, as on former occasions, gentlemen 
have referred to remarks of mine, made in the House of Re- 
presentatives, on the passage of my resolution. -They say 
those remarks prove me to have been a staunch friend to a 
sound currency, @ hard-money man an inflexible and uncom- 
promising enemy to paper money. I hope, sir, that all: this is’ 
true. Indeed, I know all this tobe true. It isthe character 
which I desire to sustain, and have always labored to sustain.. I 
maintain it still, and shall never surrender it while l retain my 
understanding. But, though a friend tosound currency, though 
a hard-money man, though an implacable. enemy of paper 
money, I did not, either at that time, or ever, feel bound to re- 
ject all use of bank circulation. . Isupposed, of course, that the 
bills of specie paying banks were still tobe regarded as the re- 
presentatives of hard money, mere convenient for general use 
than the thing itself, and that, in this respect, there. was to be 
no departure from our established practice, In àll this. I 
thought and spoke then justas I think and speak now. The 
sternest hard-money man in Congress, if there was one sterner _ 
than myself, which I do not believe, did not propose the entire 
disuse of bank circulation. Nobody thought of such a thing. 
Sir, the paper money which I so much -reprobated was irre- 
deemable paper, paper not payable in specie on demand; 
whether it were Government paper, or the bills of banks which 
did not pay specie, or whatever else it were, l held itthen, and 
hold it now, to be mere, sheer paper money, dangerous, worth- 
less, and abominable, bothas a medinm of payment to Govern- 
ment and as a currency. -AsIthough in 1816, so I think new. 
The most rigid opinions which I then advanced, I still adhere 
to. Tam against paper money in all forms, and I am-in favor 
of nothing but.gold and silver, and such bank bills. as may be 
converted into gold and silver at the will of the holder... ‘When 
we speak of the legal currency of the country, we mean gold 
and silver, because gold and silver constitute the only legal 
tender, and are the only lawful standard of value... But when 
we speak of money, in the general sense, we mean gold and sil- 
ver, or that which represents. them, and -is equivalent to them. 
Bank notes are regarded as money;not only in the general un» 
derstanding of the Community, but in. many instances also by 
the law. In cases of bankruptcy, in cases of legacies andin 
many other cases, the: judicial. tribunals: hold such bills to be 
comprehended in the general. denomination of money... What 
foundation is there, therefore, for denouncing any one as an 
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ghemy to -a sound currency, who thinks it proper and conve- 
“fient for Government, as well as individuals, to make the ordi- 
: Hary use of bank eirculation? With how much truthcan it be 

saidthat he igd paper money man, who only wishes that a 
Practice should be continued which began àt the beginning; and 
has lasted through our whole history—a practice from which 
the people have derived much benefit and advantage, and in 
consequence of which, so far as 1 know, Government has sus- 
tained no loss nor injury, except what has arisen from the 
events of last year? 

.. The true legal construction of the resolution of 1816 is a ques- 
tion which E shall not now discuss at any length. My opinion 
On that point differs from that efitertained by the Senate. As 

the bills onipetie paying banks stand in the resolution with the 
egál currency of the country, Treasury notes, and bills of the 
- Bank of the United Stages, and as all, are under the influence of 
the Very same words, Í cannot but think that it is thë duty of 
collectors to receive either, when offered. It is.said, however. 
that the resolution only permits the receipt~of these bills, and 
that public officers may still refuse them, if they see fit. But it 
ig to be retherbered that the receipt of these bills is authorized 
by the very same ords which reject the receipt of the bills of 
hon-specie-paying banks, How, then, is the injunction to be 
regarded as imperative for one purpose, and permissive only as 
tothe other? 

No doubt, sir, there are certain limitations and qualfications 
imposed by the very nature of the case, and which must be re- 
spected: The bills, to be receivable, must be bills of specie- 
paying banks, and the collector must of course know them to 
be such. . He must be acquainted with the general character of 
the institution from which the bills issues and, perhaps, it would 
hot be reasonable to expect him to posscss this knowledge in re- 
lation to any .vthér banks thati such as Were in his immediate 
neighborhodd, with whose character and daily operations he 
. Was conversant, Certainly he would not be bound to act upon 
vague and general information respecting distant institutions 
which were unknown to him. «With these necessary limita- 

. Hons, I cannot but think the resolution imperative. ‘The deci- 
sion, however, has been the other: way, and I acquiesce in it. 

Both houses of Congress have acted upon the supposition that 

there still exists a discretion in the Secretary of the Treasury. 

My present purpose is, therefore, to restrain and control that 

discretion, and to put an end to it in one important parti- 

cular. ; 

The tonstitutionality ofthe resolution of 1816 has been denied; 
but I cannot doubt that Congress may authorize the reception 

of bank bills, 1f it chooses. To be sure, all taxes and duties 
must be uniform, and therefore must every where he paid in a 
currency of uniform value. But the value of convertible bank 
notes is just as uniform as the value of specie itself. It appears 
to me, sir; that on these subjects we surround ourselves with 
ideal difficulties, and embarrass ourselves by reasoning upon 
facts which, practically, have sedom any existence. A better 
‘Enowledge of actual transactions, and of the usual modes of 
business, would often very much improve our judgments. 

On all these subjects, we are to remember that, ordinarily, 
the Government has in its own hands neither specie nor bills ; 
that its funds are in the keeping of somebody; that, ‘after. all, 
they, are but credits in account; that they exist, not in specific 
Masses of gold and silver, nor in specific parcels of bank bills, 
but in balances due from collectors and receivers; that succes- 
sive collections are carried as new credits to these accounts; 
that, as drafts are:received, they are paid in any manner that 

. Suits the holdey,and charged in‘the account.’ All persons ac- 

Quainted with such affairs know that, of the whole amount re- 
ceived at the custom-house, very little is paid otherwise than by 

mershants) checks, by means of which the proper amount is 

transferred from the account of the person paying to thai of the 
collector, either in the same bank or some other. Ordinarily 
there arise but three occasions for the direct useof specie in 
large amounts: onc is, to adjust balances between different 
cities; another occurs when the state of foreign trade requires 
an exportation of specie to adjust national balances; and the 
third is, a demand for goli and silver for carrying on some par- 
ticular branches of commerce, such asthe China trade formerly 
was. These uses of specie do not, of course, include that por- 
tion of gold and silver which is intended to pass from hand to 
hand, and to form partof the gencral circulation. Ispeak only 
of the occasions in which specie may be called for in masses, 

- for the purpose of showing that occasions for such calls are not 
frequent. Thus we have seen that, in the four or five months 
that wehave been debating here, upon theories and abstrac- 
tions, upon schemes and projects, several of the States have 
negotiated large loans, realized the proceeds in specie or its 
equivalent, Conducting all their operationssuccessfully through 
the agency of skilful men, and making no commotion by vio- 
lent movings ofthe precious metals. {really wish, siv. that we 
had a little more of this quiet and practical wisdom. We might 
well exchange for it some part of our elaborate and long còn- 
tinued theoretic reasoning on general principles. 

Mr, President, it is the fashion now-a-days to denounce all 
banking institutions, to call them little aristocracies and odious 
monopolies, and to find in them causes sufficient for the over- 
throw of the Government, and the destruction of popular li- 
berty. Itis the temper ofthe times to indulge in the ebullition 
of this spirit. Banksare separated from the people; they are 
supposed to have been created for their own benefit only; to 
have. been, from the first, enemies of the public good, and to be 
nuisances which the peopte should get rid of as soon as possible. 
Now, sir, all this is very unlike the feeling which prevailed in 
1816. At that time banks were regarded as institutions which 
the people of the States had established for their own conve- 
nience. We intended, indeed, that they should perform their 
duty; but.we meant, at the same time, to aid them in the per- 

- formance of it, as far as was in our power. The whole temper 
and tone of Government towards the banks were then whoily 
unlike what now prevail. Look to the history of the adminis- 
tration of the Treasury Department, recur to. Mr. Crawford’s 
correspondence, you will see a disposition every where to en- 
courage the State banks, to give them assistance, and to inspire 
the community with confidence inthem. There was, indeed, 
sir, one proposition made to Congress at that period, which 

- contrasts strikingly with opinions and sentiments now ardently 

- supported, The honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
himself brought forward a measure for an issue of Treasury 
notes to the amount of fitteen millions of dallars, to be loaned to 
the banks, on such security asthe Secretary. of the Treasury 
mightapprove, reimbursable in annual instalments. This was 

:¿ done:où the avowed. principle of lending to these institutions the 

“support and credit of Government, in order to enable them to 
Tesume payments.and restore the currency. The proposition 
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id not succeed, but it met with considefable favor. It was sup- 
ported on the ground that the banks were but. institutions cre- 
ated for the benefit of the people, and that, in the existing state 
of things, the.community would be benefited by whatever 
should enable them to r: deem their depreciated paper, and thus 
restore the currency of the country. How different, sir, how 
widely different, is all this from these loud and vehement tones 
of rebuke, reproach, and denunciation which have filled; and 
almost shaken, the walls,of these chambers for months past! 

I conclude, Mr. President, by repeating the expression of my 
perfect conviction that the passage of this resolution will be 
productive of much good; that it willact powerfully on the great 
object of resumption; ahd that We shall sée its effects immedi- 
ately. Bo soon, sir, as it shall have passed, I shall invite the at- 
tention of the Senate to other measures which will be necessary, 
as I think, in order to give it full effect. 


SPEECH OF MR. CUSHING, 


f Or MASSACHUSETTS; , 
In the House of Representatives, December 19, 1837—The 

House being th cominittee bf the Whole on the Presidenv’s 
Message, [Mr. ADAMS in the Chait, j and the atesudn being 
upon thé motion cf Mr. HWaynzé to refer so much of the Mes. 
sage as relates to the finances and every thing connected 
therewith, and to the safe-keeping ef the public money and 
every thing coanected therewith, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means— 

Mr. CUSHING spoke as follows: Mr. Chairman: I felt it to 
be my duty; at the late extraordinary session of Congress, and 
under the peculiay circumstances in which the country was 
then placed; to mingle in the discussion of questions of party 
politics. more than had previously been my wont, and more 
than I intend or dediré to do hereafter. The aspect of public 
affairs has undergone a material change sinte thattime. . 

The twenty-fifth Congress has reassembled, and is engaged in 
the consideration of another Message of the President of the 
United States; but under auspices how difiercnt from those 
which atiended the opening and the progress of the extraordi- 
nary session! 

When, at that session, the President, aided by his supporters 
in Congress, was ufging forward the new scheme of power, to 
place the pecuniary interests of the whole at the mercy of the 
Federal Executive, I myself, in common With others entertain- 
ing the same political opinions, declared to the Hotse, that, “If 
the assembled representatives of the nation did nothing else for 
the public good in that emergency; if all the power and infu- 
ence of the. Executive iere to be exerted as a drag on the 
wheels of legislation, to preclude the adoption of measures of 
general relief—this at least they might and would do--they 
might and would enter up an appgat to the people against the 
conduct and the putposes of the Administration.” 

From the odious rescript of the Chief Magistrate; from the 
assentation of a supple, Senate, prompt to register his will; it 
was the custom of the representatives of the people of Rome 
to appeal tothe people of Rome. We imitated their ilustri- 
ous example. And generously, nobly, gloriously have the peo- 
ple judged the appeal of their repreeentatives. They have pro- 
nounced, at the polls, sentence of condemnation on the mad 
projects of the Administration. They have condemned it in 
their primary assemblics; they have condemned it by their 
votes; they have condemned it in the triumphant rejoicings 
over success, which re-echo from the east to west, through the 
wide expanse of the Union. 

And how does the President receive the declared will of the 
people? What says he, the chief, the elect, the one representa- 
tive of. those claiming to be the exclusive Democracy of the 
Union? Does he bow in ready, in respectful, in humble sub- 
mission to the decision of the supreme power of the Republic, 
the people, pronouncing judgment in the majesty of their sove- 
reignty, against the favorite measure of the Administration? 
No: buthe descends from his high estate to look into the elec- 
tions in the several States, and to criticise and impugn the deci- 
sion of the people, which it was hisdaty, without cavil, to obey. 
He adheres to his own particular plan of adjusting the financial 
question of the day, rejected and condemned as that plan is by 
the decree of the sovereign people! 

This new and remarkable contingency of public affairs-calls 
on us, the people’s representatives, to see to their welfare; to 
take care that the Republic receive no detriment. It points to 
the weak sidein our Constitution, and the danger which threat- 
ens it at the present crisis. And on this topic I propose to ad- 


| dress the committee. 


Mr. Chairman, I wish to wake up the slumbering spirit of 
the Constitution. The questions I mean to discuss are dry, ri- 
gid principles of constitutional right. They do not well admit, 
nor shal] J attempt to give to them, any rhetorical embellish- 
ment. It may be unwelcome to the members of the House— 
I fear the Constitution, in its text and its letter, is not the chosen 
study of allof us—that wedo not, as we should, according to 
the classic injunction, turn overitsleaves with nightly and daily 
handling—that we do not sufficiently cherish, in our every 
thought, this New Testament of our political faith ; and it is 
under the impulse ef strong conviction ofselemn, but not grate- 
ful, public duty, that I proceed to press the subject upon the at- 
tention of the House. 

Some preliminary explanations are needful to the right un- 
derstanding of my views. 

In the first place, I desire to banish from my mind all feelings 
of mere party prejudice, which is too prone to color the judg- 
ment, even as to constitutional points arising in the discussion 
of great measures of public policy. I disclaim, therefore, in 
the remarks T shal; make, all imputation upon the motives of 
men. I perceive gentlemen all around me, whom, in the rela- 
lations of ordinary life, I know to be honorableand just; and I 
do not, I will not, I cannot deny to them, that, widely as we 
differ in opinion on the important questions which serround us, 
they act from sincere belief inthe wisdem and honesty of the 
public measures they defend. And in return I claim at their 
hands the same candid construction of my own opinions. 

In the second place, I admit, and emphatically maintain, the 
excellence of our peculiar institutions of Goyernment--their su- 
periority, theoretically and practically, to these of any other 
country on earth, be that other which it may. I devoutly be- 
lieve this. I inculcate this, at all times and places. I denounce 
and repudiate, here and every where, that extravagance of op- 
position to the particular administration of the Federal Govein- 
ment, which degenerates occasionally into weak doubt, or stu- 
pid unconsciousness, ef the admirable and excellent qualities 
of the Federal Government itself. : 
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There is hot, ih my opinion, a single:one of the principal Go- 
vernments of Europe, so stable in itself, or so fruitfùl of peace 
and prosperity tò the subietis of it, as that of the United States. 
Thee is not one witch, in the last fifty years, has undergone so 
little change of organization as that of the United States. There 
is not one which has experienced léss of civil commotion oF of 
ational war. During the fifty years that this Government has 
subsisted under the Federal constitution, what agitation, what 
disasters, what sanguinary wars, domestic and foreign, have not 
the greai powers of Europe gone through! I will not dwell on 
cases like that of France; where, during that period, one consti- 
tution of Government has chaseé after another, shifting, in 
troubled succession, likė the images of a phantasmagoria ; nor 
of Spaid, at this moment tavaged, torn asunder, by a deadly 
civil tat; fn-which, it is said, some hundred chonsand souls have 
been cut off in he brief space of è òr four years i nor of 
the continent of Europe genérally, ovérrun, once and again, by 
foreign armies, and the theatre of almost perpettial revolution: 
Take, instead, the case of our father-land—of Great Britain=. 
the freest and at the same time the peacefullest Gnternally) of 
the Powers of Europe—that which, in the nature of its institu- 
tions, is thé nearest analogy to oulselves; and I say of Great 
Britan, that the single Measure of the Reform Bill isa greater 
change in iis constitution, and the discussions and plans con- 
nected with and consequent upon that measure, indicate greater 
instability in the institutions of that country, than any thing 
whatevef which, has, in thé same period, transpired in the 
United States, {believe this: I know it. And ¥maintam that 
itis the mere exaggeration of inorbid discontent to compare 
any of the evils—trivial in themselves, büt serious in relation 
to our keen sense of maladministration arising from the super: 
lative goodness of our institutions—it is mere extravagance te 
compare any of these’evils to these which befall others of 
the thief States of Christendom. ia y 

At the same time, defects, abuses, errors of administration, 

corruptions, are incident te our Government, or to every thing 
human; and it is out duty to investigate ts ese, to endeavor to re- 
move and guard against them, and, by continual vigilance, to 
maintain the purity and integrity of the Constitution, Actuated 
by these sentiment’ in the remarks 1 am about to make, T affirm 
T concede nothing to the discredit of the Federal Government, as 
a Government. ‘ i ee 3 

These things being premised, I proceed to the main subject 
which I have to submit to the consideration of the House. 

To begin, let me recur to the fundamental principles of the 

Governrient. ltisa Government of consent—of consent of the 
whole constituent People—and a Government framed in theaim 
to secure to all the component parts a perfect equality of rights 
and privileges. It was constituted to secwre and guard the 
rights of the members of it, not-to create or confer those rights, 
which rights are-altogether antecedent in point of existence, an 
superior in point of sanctity, to the Constitution, which is but 
the social compact of the sovereign constituent People, and sub- 
ject to be modified or annulled by them as such. . They, the con- 
situent People, are the sovereigns, not in name or the letter of 
the text only, but in practical fact. ‘Phe individualsactually en- 
gaged in the administration, and to the eye constituting the Go- 
vernment, are but the temporary elected agents of the People, 
exercising specific functions, lawfully conferred-on them by the 
People, and responsible to the People for the faithful discharge 
of a solemn trust confided to them for the general good. In short, 
the Government is a representative Democracy—Democratic in 
its basis, representative in its forms of action. 

These general principles are manifestly the very elements of 
the Constitution, the opening sentence of which sets forth the 
right upon which it stands: “ We, the People of the United 
States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of. liberty 
to ourselves and our. posterity, do ordain and establish, this 
Constitution of the United States of America.” . Words, full 
of that pure and simple dignity which characterizes thé whole 
instrument! Andalthough in the original Constitution of the 
United States itself, there is no specification of the abstract prin- 
ciples on which itis founded—the absence of which was one of 
the objections urged at the time against it, and which were in 
part supplied in the amendments thereof subsequently adopt- 
ed—yet those principles were not the less distinctly recognised 
and established by the Constitution, inasmuch as the constituent 
People, who framed and sanctioned it, were already associated 
in political communities, as citizens of the several States com- 
posing the Union, and associated by forms of government, 
which, either expressly or by necessary implication, admitied 
and asserted the rights of self-government, and of revolution as 
the means of obtaining or exercising self-government, solemnly 
claimed by the thirteen Colonies in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. 

These being the views which I entertain of the nature of the 
Government of the United States, I concur with the gentleman 
from Ohio{Mr. Duncan] in reprobating, as he has this morning 
done, the opinions put forth in some quarters, in reference to the 
revolutionary movements which are agitating at_this time the 
remaining British Colonies in North America, I hold that the 
people of Canada have a right to be free and independent of 
Great Britain, if they cheose it; and this not merely beeause 
Canada is a conquered country, acquired and held by force, but, 
in addition thereto, because of that identical right of self-govern- 
ment, in virtue of which the old thirteen Colonies challenged 
and secured their separation from the mother country. I hold 
that you cannot discriminate between the two cases by any dis- 
tinction of principle whatever. And I have been vexed 
shocked, alarmed, to perceive that some few accredited anc 
respectable presses in certain parts of the United States, not con- 
tent with having the Federal Government abstain as a Govern: 
ment from any breach of its neutrality on this occasion, and. the 
citizens individually from any violation of the laws enforcing 
that neutrality, have endeavored to discourage and repress the 
spontaneous, just, lawful, and honorable sympathies of this 
nation in behalf of. men emulating the. illustrious example of 
our own forefathers, by the promulgation of sentiments which 
imphedly deny and repudiate the very elemental doctrines of 
the Constiuition of the United States, and of every one of the 
individual States, : g 

As aman; leel such sentiments to be wrong, subversive of 
the dearest human rights, and prejudicial to the cause of truth 
anid civilization. ; 7 SAE . 

As an American, Iknow them to be in diminution of the 
text and the spirit of our laws, both fundamentél and munici- 
pal, and counter te the’ established theory of the American 
Republic. : . . 

As a Whig, J believe that it is precisely such sentiments—a 
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Tendency in some quarters to distrust Republican institutions— 
to -uphold the anti-reform party of other nations—to assume 
» anti-democratic ground upon questions of foreign-politics—to 
be drawn too much, in practical questions of demestit politics; 
into an obscure under-current of unrepublican opinions and 
-feelingsthat thisit is, beyond and above all other things, which 
“haa given to ‘the Adminstration whatever hold it has on the 
“attachment of. the populat masses, and to the same degree con- 
: Stifutes the weakness of thé Opposition.. . 
~ Our Government is fundamentally Democratic; I use the Word 
Ais ‘philosophic, not in its party meaning, resting upon the 
“wovereignty of the people. We canitot change this.. If we could, 
“we ought not. Vtisright. And, right or wrong, it is the exist- 
ing factto Which Government must conform itself just as ine- 
p Vitably as agriculture to the natural qualities of soil and cli- 
‘nate. You may modify, you may correct evil tendencies, you 
“May improve good ones, but the basis remains unchangeably 
“the'same;and there is no sense in reasoning, nox use in acting, 
against irreversible facts in the very constitution of things. We 
; lay lose the ‘confidence of the people by thinking or speaking 
distrustfully of them; but, in proceeding thus, we establish no 
truth, we promote no good end; we simply throw away our 
` means of usefulness, and we do not deserve to possess the con- 
fidence of the people, unless we legally entertain, and cordial.y 
act upon, the popular principles which are the very life-blood 
and spiritual essence of the Constitution. : g 

Whether this be Federalism or Democracy is immaterial to 

me; it is my political creed, by whatever name of party it be 
_ called. ` Like the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. C. N. WiL- 
Lrams]T desire to be guided by principles, not by names. 

We may discern, I think, among the opinions current in the 
United States, two extremes of conclusion, each of them alike 
exceptionable and dangerous to the liberties of the people. One 
isthe disposition indicated by soine persons to draw back, to 
shrink from trusting themseives frankly to the Democratic spi- 
rit ofour inSt{tutins, to inaintain asori of ultra conservatism, 

“whith is policy unphilosophical, because impracticable, and 
injurious, because adverse to the organic structure of the Fede- 
ral Government. The other is the extreme of ultra-radicalism, 
which, in its eagerness to maintain the rightsof the many, disre- 

_ gards those of the few; and which, as it can act only by delegated 
power, seeks to concentrate its force in the person of a popular 
chief, the hand to wield the despotic will of the mass, as in the 
dictatorship of the Roman Republic. ` 

Supposing these opposite tendencies to exist in the commu- 
nity, what has been their influence upon the action of the Fede- 
ral Government? Practically, how has the Constitution worked? 

Have abuseg crept into the administration of the Government? 
And, ifso, what, and how? 

In the first place, as to the sources of abuse, it is evident 
these are various, according to the various elements or parts of 
the Government.” { 
` The whole Federal Government might (theoretically speak- 
ing,) conspire to injure a State, or the people of a State, or sume 
of them, by.the exercise of some power not granted by the 
Constitution; as, 1f Congress should pass, the Judiciary sustain, 
and the Executive, through ‘the public functionaries subordi- 

` nate to him, undertake to carry into effect a law to abolish per- 
sonal servitude'in Virginia or South Carolina. elle 

The President: as if he should, of his mere motion, without 


the authority of an act oi Congress, proclaim war against a fo-- 


reign power, and, being in command of the military forces of 
the nation, proceed to make war. i : 

. Congress, that is, the Senate and House: asif they claim to 
enact a law, the veto to the contrary notwithstanding, and with: 
out a vote of two-thirds thereupon. , 5 

The Senate: as if it originate revenue bills, or appoint am- 
` passadors without nomination from the Executive. ade 
The House: as if it assume to exercise a concurrent voice in 
the confirmation of appointments made by the President. 
‘The judiciary: as if it should take upon itself any of the ex- 
ecutive functions of the Government. S 

‘Officers, civil or military, either in the familiar forms of mal- 
versation in office, or as the instruments of the Executive, in 
particular acts, or in a system of usurpation. n 

Inthe second place, as to the modes of corruption, these also 
‘inay be various, according to the objects. Either directly in 
the people, that is, the person of the citizen, as if this House 
should refuse to receive petitions setting forth grievances of 
which they complain, ox ifthe President should undertake to 
impress men for the naval service, as practised in England; or, 
“indirectly, by one branch or department of the Government 
drawing to itself the exercise of powers belonging to ano:her, 
and thus violating the order prescribed by the people in their 
Constitution. s ; X i 

Upon the.Constitution ofthe United States, then, in which of 
these various quarters, and in what form of action, lies the dan- 
ger? From which department of the Federal Government is 
corruption, éicroachment, or- usurpation to be most appre- 
hended. . ` y ; 

Usurpation by the whole Federal Government, in all its 
branches, combined to that end, isa question between the Uni- 
ted States and individual States, or the people, or a portion 
of them. ThatIdo not ‘now discuss. But, as between diffe- 
yent departments of the Federal Government, I repeat the 
question, whict is the most dangerous to the integrity of the 
Constitution. r , nee 

‘We may dismiss all serious fear from public. functionaries 
inthe civ service of the country, as Judges, Secretaries of 
State, andthe like, because of the nature of their functions, 
their want of pecuniary resoutces and physical power, their 
amenability tothe law, and (in regard to all but Judges) their 

dependence on the Executive. . S 

e Eo, also, as the men holding command in the naval or military 
service of the country; in addition to which, if usurpation 
“gomes from that quarter, we may rest assured it will clothe 
‘Gtgelf in the forms of legality. For example, the Roman Cesars, 
who overthrow the liberties of the Republic in the forms oflaw, 


Rine fis, and thus rendering themselves practically and excelu- 
sively supreme, whilst all institutions of the Republic remain- 
ed seemingly in full. vigor: the word emperor, it is notorious 
signifying originally nothing but Commander-in-Chief. Ano- 
ther example, the dukes and counts of modern’ Europe; men, 
who, inname, as in fact, originally were the holders of a legal 
function merely, which, by usurpation, they transformed into a 
personat right. or fixed rank in the State. And, intensely de 
‘voted, as the people of the United States are, to- Republican 


institutions, if is by misuse, probably, of the foim of the Con- | 


“stittition, if ever at all, that usurpation or corruption wili find its 
way inty the Federal Government. 


auising themselvesto be continuously invested with legal, 
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We'may, I think, narrow down the consideration, for present 
practical purposes, to the two prominent départinents of the 
Government, the Legislative and the Executive, the relative 
capacity of Whith to encroach on the rights of the other, or of 
the péople, can be appreciated only by means of a proper ana- 
lysis of the Constitution, ae acer 

In the description of the powers of ihe Federal Government, 
and the définiion ofthe powers of the several-component parts 
of it, which the Constitution gives, the Congress stands forth. 
eminently from the face of the instrument. [occupies the first 
place in the Constitution. i 

And the enumeration of powers granted to Congress, co- 
vers, in part or in whole, the grants of power parted with 
by the respective States to the Federal Government in the ag- 
gregate. i MGs 
- These powers are specific, and therefore, in themselves, 
Jess liable to abuse by implication; that is, when “legislative 
powers” are spoken of in the Constitution, they are expressly 
declared to bethose “herein granted,” (Art. I, sec. 1,) referring, 
of course, to the subsequent enumeration of powers. 

And the powers of Congress are legislative powers; that is, 
powers in which, for their effectual exercise, the three subdivi- 


„sions of the Legislature; that is, the President, as well as the Se- 


nate and House of Representatives, concur. 

The House of Representatives possesses no particular pow- 
ers, except such as relate, Ist, toits organization and rules of 
proceeding; 2d, the origination of money bills; and, 3d, of im- 
peachments; and of these, the first, a power comparatively un- 
harmful, is the only power which is complete as well as parti- 
cular. 

The Senate possesses no particular powers, except such as 
relate to, Ist, its own organization; 2d, the trial of impeach- 
ments; 3d, the advisement of the Executive in foreign nego- 
tiations: and 4th, the rejection of nominations; and, of these, the 
first only is complete. 

Of checks to usurpation, on the part of the Senate and 
House, either conjointly or separately, as against the Execu- 
tive, there are many. Look at the House, for example: its 
proceedings are public, by debate, inthis hall, before the pre- 
sence of the whole community—in the faee of the world—seen, 
understood, scrutinized, at every stage, by an ever-vigilant peo- 
ple; while the deliberations of the Executive are confined to his 
own breast, or to the privacy of Cabinet councils. There- 
sponsibility of this House is more direct and tangible, being 
distributed into separate constituencies of States and of parts of 
States, before which individual members are subject to be held 
toaccount, personally, for the discharge of their trust; while 
the President is withdrawn from contact with the different parts 
of the country, and placed in the remote dignity of the White 
House. We-possess no patronage of any consequence; while 
thatof the President pervades the Union. Wehave no public 
money in our custody, no munitions of war, no fleets, no forts 
or arsenals, no physical force by land or sca, neither the sinews 
nor other instruments of corruption or usurpation, all which 
are in the hands of the Executive. Our councils are inter- 
rupled by adjournment, while those of the Executive have un- 
broken continuausness of purpose and perpetuity of execution; 


ours are disturbed by numerousness of persons, his have the 


decision and concentration of individual intellect. The mem- 
bers of the Senate and House are not elected for idenucal pe- 
riods; and this House for half the term of the President. Fi- 
nally, the action of Congress, in all things, except its own.or- 
ganization and the preferment or trial of impeachmente, is sub- 
ject either to the previous.action ofthe President, or to his veto, 
conferred upon him as well to guard his own independence as 
to maintain the integrity of the Constitution. 

From this inspection of the Constitution, Linfer that the pow- 
ers of the two Houses are not of themselves particularly capa- 
ble of abuse, Jam not aware that any facts exist in the histo- 
ry of Congress contradictory to the inferences deduced by me 
from the text of the Constitution. And I proceed next to eon- 
sider how it is, in this respect, with the powers conferred on the 
Executive. a : 

Foremost among them is the provision (Art. 1. sec. 7) which 
makes his approbation—except as against a subsequent vote 
of two-thirds of each House—essential to the enactment ofa 
law. Couple this with a power given to him in another place, 
(Art. II. sev. 3,) to recommend measures to Congress, and you 
see that he isa component branch of the Legislature of the 
country, originating and rejecting measures equally with either 
House. . Is not this—I speak now of the veto—a great power to 
be placed in the hands of one man? and a power subject to 
abuse? 

It is the notorious fact that, in the course of the late Adminis- 
tration, the veto was exercised more times than in’ the whole 
previous history of the Government. Exercised not only in the 
direct mode ofan express refusal to approve, leaving to Congress 
the option to insist or not by a vote of two-thirds, butin the more 
dbjectionable mode of the suppression of bills. Grant this, in 
the cases referred to, to have been a constitutional power consti- 
tutionally exerted, still the factitself, the frequent repetition of 
the veto in the last few years, is indicative at least of a great ad- 
vance in the practical power and in the influence of the Ex- 
ecutive. 

But this isone of the concurrent powers of the Executive, a 


function in the discharge of which the President aets in associa- 


tion with Congress. Let us look farther into the Constitution. 

When that instrument comesto speak of the President parti- 
cularly, it says: “The Executive power shall be vested in a 
President of the United States.’—(Art. IL sec. 1.) , What is 
meant by this? Does the word “Executive,” in this phrase, 
confer any substantive powers on the President? _ 

I hold that when it said, “The Executive power is vested in a 
President,” the expression is intended only as a description of 
the person who isto exercise the Executive functions, otherwise 
described in the Coxstitution, or to be reposed in the President 
for the execution ofacts of Congress. And} adopt, in this con- 
nection, the consiruction suggested at the last session by the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr Wise] In the President are 
vested the “Execuiive’ powers. True; but what are these 
powers? Part of them are afterwards expressly enumerated; 
and the rest are such as Congress may see fit to entrust to the 
President, either under the several -specific powers granted to 
Congress, or under the general power, which. closes the enume- 
ration, and is suppletery of all the rest—“To make all laws 
which shail be necessary and proper for carrying inte execu- 
tion the foregoing powers, and. all oiher powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or any 
Department or officer thereof. —(Art. I, sec. 8.) Here is the 
life giving clause, the grant to Congress of the power to infuse 
vitality inte dhe undefined powers of the Executive; which idea 


is confirmed by the fact that, when this. word is used by the Con- 
stitution in anothef place, it is in association with the word De- 
partment; “Executive Departmenta” is’ the expression; (Art. 
Il, sec,2.). And these. Executive Depaitmetits, We all know. 
were dmong the earliest things to be ‘constituted, defined, an 
limited, by acts of the first Congress which assembled under the 
Constitution, And this in point. of faer itis—I mean by acts of 
Congress, that the President: has charge of the Post: Ofi 
Treasury Department, and the Land Office. : Ties : 

And yet, for the defence of doubtful acts of authority, thé late 
administration had recourse to the old prerogative doctrine. 6f 
“an originel] Executive power, said to te “LEFT” in the hatids 
of the President, “unchecked by the Constitution 2»: r 

Ifthe word “Executive? confers substantive powers on, tite 
Presidenit—powers deducible: from the intrinsic meaning oF thé 
word—-how is that meaning to.be measured? How defined 
and limited? Is it a British Executive, or a French Executive, 
or a Russian Executive; or, peradventure, a Turkish. Ext- 
ecutive? ; x a Tae 

Ifthe President possesses any substantive powers in virtue of 
this word, it is a power vast, immense, incalculable. immed- 
surable. There will be no limitation to the acts of authorit 
which may shelter themselves under its ample folds. But 
utterly deny this monstrous doctrine} and 1 mark it, and the act 
performed under it, as innovations in favor of the Executive 
and encroachments, deep and dangerous, on the powers of. Con- 
gress. r : 

For, while the Administration was profase in the profession of 
a desire to confine the Federal Government within.1s appropri- 
ate functions, itis to be remarked that, in the actual practice of 
that Administration, new limitations were applied only to thége 
of the powers ofthe Government in which Congress must parti- 
cipate; that is to say; the enactment of laws; the scope of things 
to be done by the Housesof Congress was lessened, while that 
of things to be done by the Evecutive, independently: of Còn- 
gress, was extended. 

But. to proceed. We come now to the Executive powers e£- 
pressly granted to the Executive in and by the Constitution; 
and of these I mean to select the more important only, in‘illus- 
tration of the views I entertain, ‘ i 

“The President shalt be.Commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy of the United States, and of the militia of the several States, 
when called into the actual service of the United Statea.”-—CArt. 
If, sec. 2.) A power how vast! Conferring immense- patron- 
age, and controlling the entire physical force of the country! 
A power, this alone, greater, in its practical exercise and imme- 
diate effects, than all the powers whatsoever, which are confer- 
red on. Congress. Giving to the President himself, nay, to a 
single ofticer of the army. or navy acting on a hint from him, 
the discretion of peace or war in a thousand critical contingen- 
cies. For example, it has repeatedly, three signal times at least, 
in the history of the Federal Government, happened, that the 
Executive, oran officer under him, has invaded the territory of 
a friendly power in time of peace. ` Is not this a power some- 
what capable of abuse? . : 

“He may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal ot. 
ficer in each of the Executive Departménts.”"—(Art. II, sec. 2.) 
It. dees not say control the action of those principal officers, but 

require. their opinion; which supposes, of necessity, that they 
have opinions of theirown. Moreover, ifthe President may 
abeotnely prescribe the conduct of these officers, if there is any 
thing in the Constitution which confers on him such power, 
why be at the pains of giving to him the much less power, tore- 
quire their opinions? ‘The infiniie greater power wonld of 
course comprehend the finite less one. Couple this clause of 
“Executive Departments” with that of, “Executive power,” 
and apply to both the clause. that Congress may ‘rake laws for 
carrying into execution ALL powers vested in any department 
or officer of the Federal Government, and the: conclasicn-is 
manifest, as I have stated betore, that the vitality of- the func- 
tions of the Executive is, under the Constitution, to be infused 
into them by the Jegislation of Congress. De : 

Yet, we have, in late times, seen “the principal officers of the 
Executive Departments” treated.as the mere servants of the 
President, the humble instruments of his. supreme-will, instead 
of, what the Constitution supposes, (he agents of the law 
of the land, and the instruments of Congress as well as of 
the President, which I mark as another dangerous innova- 
tion. 

“He shall have power to make treaties.” Here is an immense 
power, a power of peace or war, a power larger than any 
which is exercised by Jaw; for though it be provided that the 
treaty shall be made “by and with the consent of the Senate,” 
yet, according to the established construction of the Constitu- 
tion, the negoli::tions are actually conducted throughout by 
the President. 

Look at the compass of this treaty power, For example, 
the President may, of his own simple discretion, unsubjected 
tothe control or advice of any other department of the Go- 
vernment, so word a despatch, or other public document, as of 
necessity in time of war to effect peace, or in time of. peace to 
produce war; frequent cases of which could be given from. the 
history of our relations with Great Britain and with France. 

For another example, the President may, of his own. mere 
motion, double the territory of the United States by a treaty of 
acquisition; and though the treaty must of course be submitted 
to one, or it may be both, of the Houses of Congress, yet the 
question will then be, not whether Congress will make the.ac- 
quisition of a territory, but. whether it will reject a territory al- 
ready acquired. This was the case of Louisiana. 

I: may be—I do not know but that, in the predestined march 
of empire, the United States will cover this continent. But if 
it isto bə so, it will kapen, Ido believe, not from any previous 
resolution of the people of the United States, or of Congress, 
to enter upon a grand career of conquest or aggrandizement, 
but rather in future times as in past, through the exercise, on 
the part of the President of the practical discretion over‘the 
question of war and of territorial acquisition, which the treaty- 
power confers on the Executive. 

“Fe shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate shall appoint ambassadors, other. ministers and 
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of 
the United States,” &c. Here is the patronage-power óf the 
Executive—a power, which, even though regularly-exercised, 
and zwitheut removals for opinion, is yet a tremendous engine 
of influence. í a $ 

Here is the patronage-power of the Execntive—a- power, 
which, even though regularly exercised, and without removals 
for opinion, is yet a tremendous engine of influence and authe- 


_ Yity, because it rendersthe President the great fountain of honor 


and profit. 
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In reference to this power, as exercised under the late Ad- 
ministration, I make no question of constitutional right. I 
concede, in deference to the Constitution, long settled, and per- 
haps the true one, that the power of removal is correlative to 
the power of nomination, and vested in the President alone. 
Be. itso. I is, under any view of that question, a most enor- 
mous power; and under the latter construction, and as practi- 
cally used by the late Administration, it is a. power utterly sub- 
versive in its tendencies of the constitutional rights of Congress. 

This təpic is a trite one. It is the ordinary theme of decla- 
mation, ia the mouth of men opposed to the Administration. 
‘Butiam not declaiming. On the contrary, like the adventurer 
ja the Arabian tales, transported by genii into the crystal 
caverns of the interior earth inquest of Nature’s inexhausti- 
ble store-house ef the diamond and the emerald, lam calmly 
seeking, guided only by the spirit of liberty, to explore the 
fowndations of eternal truth. And I do solemnly believe, that 
the patrenage of the Executive, as it has been and is exercised, 
by men who claim that the official functions of the Government 
are spoils due te the party-victor—patronage applied directly 
to the interest of individuals possessing or seeking vffice, and 
indirectly through them in all the ramifications of social rela- 
tionship—patronage applicd to the great fountain of popular 
opinions, the Press—patronage applied to members of Con- 
gress and other elective agents of the People, that the ap- 
pointing power, so exercised and applied, is one of the weak 
points of the Constitution, i i 

> Nor am I singular in coming to this conclusion as the result 
of the experimental working of the Federal Government, You, 
Mr. Chairman, can bear wimess to the opinions expressed by 
Mr. Benton, in his report on Executive patronage, (United 
States Senate, May 4, 1826.) 1 adopt his position that the exer- 
cise of this power has “a constant tendency to sully the purity 
of our institutions, and to endanger the likertizs of the coun- 
tryy’ that, to prevent abuses in this direction, “much remains 
Jor us todo, aud much will still remain for posterity to do—for 


unborn generarions, on whom will devolve the sacred task of ! 


guarding the temple of the Constitution, and of keeping alive 
the vestal flame of liberty; and thatin “the theatre of real 
life” around us, “we beheld the werking of patronage, and dis- 
cover the reason why so many stand ready, In any country, and 
in all ages, to flock to the standard of power, wheresoever and 
by whomsoever it may be raised.” Toall this I say ditto. And 
1 add further, that, true as it wag then, itis a hundred fold true 
since the recourse had by the late Administration to the unspar- 
ing use of what Mr. Benton, in the same State paper, justty call- 
ved “the kingly prerogative of dismissing officers without the 
formality of trial,” and handing over their places to new aspi- 
Yants aa the. reward of more zealous partizanship. To cenfirm 
which, I cite the comparatively recent report on the same sub- 
ject, made by that.statesman, who, if I “know” his “position,” 
stands now in the attitude of the very pillar of the present Ad- 
ministration in the South, I mean Mr. Calhoun, (United States 
Senate, February 9, 1835;) and I adopt, also, his language, that 
the patronage of the Executive is becoming a danger most 
“formidable, which threatens, if not arrested, to subvert the 
Constitution; that “the disease is daily becoming more aggra- 
vated and dangerous; and, if it be permitted to progress for a 
few years longer, with the-rapidity with which it has of late ad- 
vanced, it will soon pass beyond the reach of remedy;” that itis 
no party question; and that ‘every lover of his country and ofits 
institutions, be his party what it may, must see and deplore the 
‘rapid growth of patronage, with all its attending evils, and the 
certain, catastrophe which awaits ite further progress, if not 
timely arrested.” And I appeal to every man who hears me, I 

emand of this House, whether there be one member, who can 
stand up here, and, in. his conscience and upon honor, deny 
the progressive: increase, the alarming: increase, of the influ- 
ence of the Executive, through the exercise of this mighty 
power? p A ; 

“He shall, from time to time, give to Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” 
(Act. IL, sec, 3.) This power isa very general, and seemingly 
a vague one; but, on examination, it will be found a most im- 
portant one, and yery capable ofabuse. 

What is the true meaning of this clause?. May the Presi- 
dent dictate measures to Congress? No; this, it will be ad- 
mitted om all hands, cannot be the trne import of the Constitu- 
tion, It was the intention of the framers of the Constitution, 
undoubtediy, to give to each of the great departments of the 
Government a theoretical independence of the others. This 
éndependence is very emphatically asserted in the Constitution 
of some of the States. Thatit is implied in the Constitution of 
the United States is fully argued and established in the numbers 
of the Federalist. The doctrine, as understood and asserted in 
England of the Constitution (so called) of that country, is stated 
in the nervous language of Lord Bolingbroke, thus: 

* The conatitutional independency of each part of the Legis- 
ature (the King included) arises from hence; that distinct 
rights, powers, and privileges, are assigned to it by the Consti- 
tution. * * It consists properly and truly in the free, un- 
biaased, uninfluenced, and independeut exercise of these rights. 
powers, and privileges, by each part, in as ample an extent as 
the Constitution allows; or, in other words, as far as that point, 
where the Constitution stops this free exercise, and submits the 
proceedings of one part, not to the private influence, but to the 
public control, of the other parts. Before this point, the inde- 
pendency of each part is meant by the Constitution to be abso- 
Jute; from this point, the constitutional dependency of each 
part.on the others commences.” 

And to the same effect is the language of Mr. Benton, who, 
in another report of the same period: with that which I have 
cited already, lays it downas “the ruling principle in the or- 
ganization of the Federal Government,” that the three great 
branches vfit, “the Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary, should 
be separate and distinct from each other, not only in contem- 
platon of law, but in. point of fact; and for this end, that each 
should not only have its independent organization, but that the 
individuals. administering each should be wholly fiee from the 
eontrol and influeace of the individuals who administer the 
others.” In accordance with which, as I understand the Consti- 
tution, though the President may recommend measures, yet 
Congress is to exercise an unbiagsed and independent judgment 
upon the question of adopting or rejecting such recommenda- 
tion. Itis a recommendation simply. 

Butagain. Assuming these premises tobe sound, what is 
the exact foree.of the expreasion “recommmend measures,” 
according to the true spirit of the Constitution? The gentle 


“pee fos Georgia (Mr. Hotsey,] in his remarks this moming, 
hy way of reply to my colleague (Mr. Reed,] who objected to - 
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a usage, said to exist in the practice of the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House, to receive bills ready drawn frem the 
Executive Departments—delerds the practice under this chuse 
of the Constitution; and he distinctly speaks of it as a power 
“to propose laws to Congress;” and he contrasts our institu: 
tions in this particular with those of England, in which, he 
says, “the proposing power is denied to the King, whilst in 
ours it is vested ia the President.” 

Can-this be? Does the President of the United States possess 
the iniative in legislation, ‘as well as tha veto? It may be so; 
but I do not remember to have remarked this heretofore, in any 
of the discussions touching the Constitution. I. cannot assent 
toit, Ifit be so, it is the exact case of the French charter.- 

And, in regard to the case of England, the intelligent gentle- 
man from Georgia knows full well, that the King of Great Bri- 
tain possesses, practically, the power of initiating laws, by rea- 
son of the fact that among the Secretaries of State there are 
always members of the House of Lords, and that commoners, 
holding office under the Crown, are eligible to the House of 
Commons, and are.in truth the leaders in that body, and the 
proposers of all important mesures. Conformable to which is 
the fact that,in France, the King’s Ministers have the right to 
sit and debate in either Chamber. The framers of the Consti- 
tution of tke United States indicated their sense of this, by ex- 
pressly excluding from Congress all persons holding offices 
under the Federal Government. (Art. 1, sec. 6.) Whether 
this exclusion has, indeed, operated to the advantage of the 
public liberties, may be doubted. Certain it is that if the prin- 
cipal officers of the Departments were by their duty required 
to attend and debate in this House oriu the Senate, the mea- 
sures they recommend, and the views they entertain or ex- 
press, could be subjected to a severity and strictness of scruti- 
ny; which is quite unattainable as the Constitution stands. 

But, continues the gentleman from Georgia: “The power ‘to 
recommend isgeneral. It includes all the particulars.” And 
by inference, “draughts of bills.” If such be the force of the 
Constitution, then I say that bills, like other communications 
from the Executive, ought te come to the House directly, and 
ina public form. if there be any usage to the contrary of this, 
I contend that it is a bad one—adeparture from the spirit of 
the Constitution. Such a usage would open the door to clan- 
destine arrangements between the Executive and the Commit- 
tees of Congress. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, here rose and said: Does the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts mean to insinuate that there had been 
any clandestine arrangement between the late Committee of 
Ways and Means, of which I wasa member, and the Execu- 
tive or the heads of any of the Departments? f 

Mr. Cusnino. 1 will answer the gentleman’s question by 
restating my proposition: that if bills may come here, not in 
the shape ofa public communication from the President, or Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, or any other Department—but, instead 
of that, through a committee only, or the chairman of a com- 
mittee, then Ysay that, ifsuch be the reading of this clause of 
the Constitution, it involves in itselfa tendency to clandestine 
arrangement between the Executive and the committees of this 

ouse, 

Mr. Jones. The gentieman has not answered my question. 
Does the gentleman from Massachusetts mean to insinuate that 
there was any such clandestine arrangement between the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the last session and the head of 
either of the Departments? j d j 

Mr. Cusura. Wel, then, I can only repeat what I have be- 
fore said, insist that recommendations from the Executive 
to this House, which come not in the shape of direct and public 
communications, involve an unavoidable tendency to clandes- 
tine arrangements. Whether, in the particular case referred 
to, there wage or wae not any such arrangement, is a fact as to 
which Ihave no knowledge, and make no charge. 

Mr. Wiss rose and said, he was prepared to assert that, ìn 
relation to the fortification bill, on the last night of the second 
session of the Twenty-third Congress, there was a clandestine 
arrangement between the Executive and a member of a com- 
mittee of this House. 

Mr. Jones. Of that I know nothing. Has my colleague any 
charge to make against the committee of which 1 was a mem- 
ber? If so, I desire to hear it. 

Mr. Wiss. As tothe committee of which my colleague was 
a member, that is a matter concerning which, having no per- 
sonal knowledge, I make no assertion. $ repeat that there was 
a clandestine arrangement. in the transaction to which I allude. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. I can only say that I deny it flatly. 

Mr. Cusuinc. . Well, if the gentleman from New York {Mr. 
CAMBRELENG] Wishes for a renewal of the debate of the last 
Congress on this vexed subject, I have no doubt the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise} will be ready at all times to meet 
him upon it. Lamarguinga constitutional point, the conside- 
ration of which Twill not mix up with any controverted ques- 
tions of fact. 

He shall take care that the Jaws be faithfully executed. A 
power, this also, broad, comprehensive, implying a general 
supervision of the affairs of the United States, and of inestima- 
ble capacity for good or evil. 

Is it nut so? Look at it,in purely domestic questions, as in 
the case of a controversy between the Federal Governmentand 
one of the States, of which the proclamation of the late Presi- 
dent ofthe United States on the Nullitication Question isa co- 
gent example. ` 

Another example of stih wider efficiency, Washington’s cele- 
rated proclamation ofneutrality. Whether this measure was a 
judicious one or not, whether constitutional or not, are ques- 
tions much debated at the time, but not necessary to be discuss- 
edin thisconnection. I concede the lawfulness of the act; that 
is, considering it, what it really purports to be, simply as a 
State paper, declaratory of the fact that the United States was 
at peace with all the belligerant powers, and enjoining upon 
the citizens ofthe United States to abstain from the perform- 
ance of any actsinconsistent with peace. I concede this, and I 
referto itonly to illustrate the consequential greatness of the 
power Reflect on the situation of the United States at that 
time. Bound tə France by the treaties of amity and ol com- 
merte of 1778, which, on our part, guarantied the integrity of 
the French possessions in America, and gave to her the most im- 
portant belligtreant rights with regard to commerce, and also 

in the ports and seas of the United States. Called upon, never- 
theless, by considerations.of good faith towards other nations, 
and the duty of maintaining the peace of the country, tò ab- 
stain frem all acts inconsistent with strict neutrality. And-yet 
this momentous question~—one side of which might perhaps, 
iftaken, be deemed by France an abrogation of ovr treaties 
with her, and: the otherside, if taken, be deemed by England 


adequate cause of war, with ¥ Ione train ef consequentes ön 
either side—was decided by the separat and independent will 
of the Executive. _ 7 : ree CAE 
Each of these distinct heads of the power of the Executive, 
as expressly defined. in The Constitution, is, it seems tome, 
greatly susceptible of abuse. These powers are’ distinguishe 
as already intimated, by the generality, the comprehensiven: 
of the terms of grant. ‘They are; for the most part, indep: 
dent and complete in themselves, in: so: many words; and 
where they are not expressly so, they-are practically so. ‘Thus 
the rejection of nominations ‘is, in comparison: with the whole 
number of appointments,a rare thing; and s0 is. thie. refusal to 
ratify treatics, They are continuous powers, powers charac 
terized by perpetuity (for a given time) of actual exercise- Se: 


crecy, individuality of conception, oneness of counsel, belonga 
tothem, as it does to the functions of royality. In all these, 
and many other particulars of the same nature; the Executive 
evidently possesses great facilities for the abuse ofpower, 

Buti may be reminded of that which constitutes, ia theery, 
the guaranty and safeguard of Congress, jamel ly, the right ofthe 
two Houses, or either of them, to refuse supplies to the Execu- 
tive, and so to encroach on his functions; and itis proper I 
should anticipate this consideration. ee 

The Houses may withhold supplies from the President. 
Granted; and so may he, by the exercise of the velo, withhold 
supplies from the two Houses. 

Bw: the Houses may, by a concurrent vote of two-thirds ou the 
back of a veto, obtain supplies in spite ofthe President. Grant. 
ed; that isa possible contingency in some future competition of 
power between the Executive and legislative departments of 
the Federal Government. It. is: the ong’ disadvantage to 
which the Executive is subject; and let us Jook at the 
tnany advantages wherewithal he may balance this oné dis- 

advantage. ` Snnt i 

To begin, he is ihe single Executive chief of the nation; and 
while, as a general truth, In a monarchy or añ aristocracy, the 
danger of innovation is from the popular assemblies; if there be > 
any ina democracy, the danger is from the popular. chieftain, 
for the time being, into whose handsall the power af State tends 
to concentrate itself, as the ready means of giving despotic effi- 
ciency to the supreme will of the Democracy. Thus, in Rome 
monarchical, the popular.assemblies innoyated, until they had 
obtained a due share of liberty; in Rome. republican, the chiefs 
innovated, until that liberty was all gone. Thus, again, in mo- 
dern Europe, after the establishment of the various feudal mo- 
narchies, we have seen the popular assemblies encroach to òb- 
tain or recover liberty, and that liberty, when. obtained, fell into 
the clutches of civil or military dictators. In a Republic, watch 
well the popular Chief Magistrate. Pi sag 

But again, supposing a. career of usurpation ‘is to be: 
taken, Jet us look at thé relative advantages of the. Pr: ant 
and of Congress, as deducible from the structure of the Consti- 
ution, Arer s 

The President, wehave seen, has a voiccin all acts of Oon- 
gress, except impeachments, either originally, as in the recom- 
mendation of measures, the nomination to Executive offices, the 
proposition of treaties, or, finally, by the veto. The Senate 
checks the Executive directly, only by its rejection of treaties 
and nominations; and indirectly, in common with the House, by 
the vote ofeither upon money bills. 

„Congress can influence the President only by debate, opi- 
nions, or by refusing supplies; but the President has the same 
extent of power in each ‘of.these respects, and, in addition 
thereto, the vast patronage of the Government. es 1 

Congress influences the people, only by acting upon. opinion. 
The President has the same means of influence; and the; frè- 
quent exercise of it by the late Administration, ir: the unexam- 
pled number of Conciones ad Populum which it ‘sent forth in 
various forms, indicates how efficiently it may, be used. Add 
to which, he may act on the people by the power of appoint- 
mont, by the activity of public officers in elections, by the. in- 
strumentality of the press, and, if need be, by the physical force 
of the Government, which he wields. ht 2 

Congress has no direct control over the President, except by 
impeachment; a remedy which, whatever force it might once 
have been supposed to have, is now pretty generally admitted 
to be nugatory, because it is most powerless just precisely 
where it is most needed, that of a President, who, besidés the 
enormous patronage attached to the office, and the physical 
power legally at his command, is fenced around with the imimu- 
nities and the means of indirect action, which, in every Repub- 
lic, belong to a chief of party. Fl 

Nor is this all. “The House may think I have gone through 
the Constitution very imperfectly, and slurred over many of the 
functions of the Executive, or at least of which the Executive 
is in the habitual exercise. What has become of the meney 
power of the Executive? What of the Land Office?. What of 
the Post Office? What of the Indian Department? Are thèse 
not somewhat extensive fields of influence, of power, and of 
usurpation? 

To begin with the Indians.. For two years past nearly the 
whole army of the United States, and large bodies of militia 
and volunteers, and vast amounts of treasure, have been em- 
ployed in a war with the Seminoles. Did Congress declare it? 
Chiefs of the remote tribes of the West are seen collected in the 
Federal City, summoned hither by the Président, to submit 
themselves to his mediation in their quarrels, and to cede thelr 
lands to the United States. Does the Constitution give him this 

power? Heisthe great father of the aboriginal inhabitants of 
North America. Who made him to be all this? What provi 
sion of the Constitution makes him the head and ruler of ail 
their tribes and nations? I would like to have the advocates of 
a strict construction of the Constitution look -a little into this 
matter. ; i SA 

The Constitution, authorizes Congress to regulate: commerce 
tt with the Indian tribes;” but I do not remember that it gives to 
the President any jurisdiction over them. Practically, by a 
striking fiction of law,-but which is not all a fiction, the affairs 
of the Indians are conducted in the War Department, as if thore 
was perpetual war betwixt them and us. Doubtless many. of 
the acts performed by the Executive in. relation to the Indians 
are to be classed under his constitutional power to make trea- 
ties. But not all; nor the half. -Cana treaty, of iteelf, authorize 
the President to be the great father of the Indiana? Or can their 
assent? No more than a treaty can make him to be, at the same 
time, President of the United States and King of Great Britain. 
No; the jurisdiction which the President exercises over the In- 
diang, except in sofar.as it maj. be justified by the. treaty-mak-. 
ing power, can stand only upon gets of Congress; and where R 
is not se derived, if is neal “rage a E A 

And see how it works, hat great. power it cotifers on the © 
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President—as patronage, acquisition of territory; peace and 
war, more largely even than in the case ofour relations with in- 
dependent foreign powers; because. the dependent relation of 
the Indians, asregards the United States, makes him, in effect, 
theirmaster, Reflect onthe great masses of territory acquired 
‘by, or Opened to, the people of the United States, by treaties 
with the Indians, as in the case. of the Choctaws, the Chicka- 
saws, the Creeks, and the Cherokees.” wor - ` 
~ And see how it works with réference to the Indians them- 
selves. - Take the case of the Cherokee treaty of New Echota. 
Some hundred persons, out ofa tribe of near twenty thousand, 
make a treaty in behalf of ‘the tribe, who, by their written re- 


~" monstrance; protest against and deny.the validity of the transac- 
tion. Still the Executive brings it here asa treaty; itis ¢on- 4 


` firmed as such by the Senate, and this House appropriates six 
or seven millions to carry it into effect, and dees it almost with- 
out debate; no, not without debate, for I recall to mind the zeal 
‘with which you, Mr. Chairman, and the gentleman from Vir- 
pinis before me. {Mr. Wise) plead for the rights ofthe Chero- 
ees, i k i 
„In proportion asthe pacific relations of the United States with 
‘the Indians have extended themselves, and especially. under the 
system of removing them to the west of thé Mississippi, adopted 
` by the last Administration, in the same proportion has the power 
of the Executive, under. this head, continued to increase 

The Post Office Department, with its ten or twelve thousand 
subordinate officers; its host of clerks, deputies, and contract- 
ora; tts millions of annual receipts and expenditure; with its 

-hands every day reaching wider.anddeeper into every part of 
the coun!ry, and acting upon manuscript correspondence and 
the communication of ideas alt over the nation; is not that a visi- 
ble monument of the increasing authority and influence of the 
Executive? The Constitution seems hardly to have conceived 
of the magnitnde of the power which was cestined to growup 
in this unconsidered quarter. X 

_ Burit is when we come to inspect the relations of the Execu- 

‘tive to the property of the United States, the national treasure, 
the public lands, the edifices and other pubiic works: of com- 
merce and internal communication, that we enter a ficld of usur- 
pation; by construction, of incaiculable dimensions and ca- 
pacity. A DE 
__ Thè abuses of which this, the money power of the Executive, 
is susceptible, are fearfully shown by that long series of agita: 
tion, which cummenced with‘the Bank question, and has brought 
us to the present deplorable state of public affairs. It isa topic 
too extensive to be: fully discussed by me on this occasion. 1 
shall only touch on some of the leading poinis of it. 

It embraces the collection of the customs, and all the train of 

- public officers connected therewith; the custody of the public 
treasure, andthe question of the relation of the Government to 
“banks; the disbursement of the public treasure, and the abuses 
‘admissible therein; the public lands, and the influence of the 
Government in the receipt and disbursement of the money. they 
yield, and asthe greatest landed proptietor, as well as the great- 
_est moneyed: capitalist in the country; the patronage and mci- 
dental power of the Government in the construction and ma- 
i nagement of light houses, harbor improvements, roads, custom- 
“houses, mints, arsenals, and numerous ‘other public works; all 
which things must be considered, if we desire to comprehend 
the full extent of the power of the Executive, as connected with 
the moveable and fixed property of the Federal Government. 

If there were no question as to the mode in which the late 
Administration has wielded this tremendous engine of power, 
the mere fact of the augmentation of the antount of public pro- 
perty-would clearly exhibit the dangerous jncrease of Execu- 
tive influence within'a few years. When Mr. Benton present- 
ed so strongly the perils which threaten us from this quarter, 
the whole amount of public expenditures, except for the na- 
tional debt, which involved but litle patronage, was about 
twelve millions annually. That, Mr-Chairman, was when you 
administered the affairs of the United States; and when the 
patronage of twelve million dollars was so dangerous that the 
House of Representatives ordered an elaborate investigation of 
all the departments to bé made, in order fo RETRENCH the un 
bearable extravagance of your administration, Extravagance, 
indeed! When'the expenditures of the Government have gone 
‘on. increasing ever since, until they have become double, ay, 

treble, what they. were then; and when, I doubt not, if my. friend 
from ‘Virginia [Mr. W1sk,] could have had the same free scope 
that Mr Hamilton had, abuses would he seen to have increased 
ina fax greater ratio. a nets 

Mr. Wise here rose, and said, that he had compared his ve- 
port with that. of the former member from South Carolina, 
(Mr, Hamirow,) end had found that where Mr. Hamilton had 
exposed one abuse in Mr Adam’s administration, he [Mr. 
Wise] had exposed five in General Jackson’s. 

Mr, Cusine resumeéd:-The abuses of this power have been 
more signal in the mode of its exercise of late years, than in the 
amount.of objects which it covers. Consider the war, in all its 
parts and incidents, of the late and vf the present administration 
against the United States Bank; the onsets of the Federal Go- 
‘vernment upon bank. paper and banks. generaly; -all . the 
stvange details of the removal of the public deposites from the 
Bank of the United States; the- organization of a great system 
of State banks,;to be the political handmaidens of the Execu- 
tive; and. the newest new expedient of Executive Sub-Trea- 
suries; and the all penetrating operation of this pertinacious 
schemefulness of the Executive upon the currency andthe bu- 
siness interesis of the entire people of the United States. Bear 
in mind that this. turbid torrentof banefu) experiments and ex- 
pedients has been pouredin upon the couniry outof the single 
great’ fountain head of the wiil of the Executive; that Con- 
gress, the law-making department of the Government, has 
originated none.of these things; nay, it has held back, refused, 
yejecied, assented reluctantly where it has assented at all, and 

gling aś it mayto withstand the appreaches, balf 


the public property of the.Government, and through that, over 
the privatë property of all the people of all the United States. 
Sirict consiructionists, I beseech you to open this Constitution 
and point me to the words of grant, which place at the discere- 
tion of the Executive the collection of customs—the manzge- 
ment. of the public. domain—the receipts therefrom- 
conduct of the mails-the disbursements in’ every branch e 

_ the public. serviceassociation with, contreLover, or denvmi- 
nation of, banks—custody of the edifices and other fixed pro- 
perty of the nation, and of its moveable treasure. {f it be 
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not expressly given, is ita. resulting-powerd--Ifso, 

of the powérs expressly given does it result? ~ . 

Lax construcuionists, do you undertake to raise this power by 
‘implication? -:To imply a power far greater than most of thé 
expressed onės, and quite equal to ‘any of them? Wilt you- 
build up this lofty superstructure of power upon the word 
“Executive” in the Constitution? Itcannot be. You mightas 
well thinkto reverse the position of the pyramids, and plant . 
them on’ 'the.apex instead-of the base. Grant that the.“ Execu- 
tive power” is vested in the President; grant that he is tonomi- 
nate and commission, and may remiove public officers; still, 
‘the details of that Executive power; theacts to be performed 
in virtue of it; the officers by and through-whom the power is 
to be executed, and the distribution and limitation. of the func- ~ 
tions among them Tespectivély, are tube prescribed by aci of 
-the Congress, in the ferms of law; otherwise the President of 
the United States is but another name for a despot, an autocrat, | 
acting by some limitless motu proprio.and able, when he will, 
to absorb into his own person all the effective powers of the Fe- 
deral Government. ` . 

I denounce these acts ofthe Administration, and the pretences 
of power by which they are sought to be defended, as the 
crowning evidence of the neans of corruption, and the scope 
for usurpation which the functions of the. Executive afford. 
This, the relation.o! the Executive to the public property. and 
the private property of the nation, is the great question of the 
day. - And it brings me to the general conclusions which-I de- | 
duce from all I have said,and the practical result. which I de- 
sire to reach. 

First, I conclude,'as the general inference, that the powers of. 
the Executive are, as compared with those of Congress, or any 
other department of the Government, particularly susceptible 
of abuse; that they have been abused, and that they have a 
persevering tendency continuously to increase. _ 

This, Lym well aware, was not the opinion of the Federatist, 
atatime when the practical working of the Constitution was a 
matter of speculation merely; nor was it, I may add, of the 
Fedeéralisis, or, at any rate, the ultra Federalists, if we take 
Alexander Hamilton, one of the greatest men of his time, as 
the exponent of their opinions. He, we 2ll know, proposed, in 
the convention which framed the Constitution, to confer on the 

` Executive powers much greater than the convention was wil- 
ling to sanction. Butthe conclusionsto which, by careful ana- 
lysis of the Constitution, and study of its actual working, I have 
arrived—and I put this tothe consideration of those gentlemen 
who claim to be the Democracy of the country—wäs the. sen- 
timent, also, of the original Democracy of the early years of the 

Constitution. 

In the second place, I conclude, as the other general inference. 
that the remedy for the abuses to which I have referred, is to 
diminish the power and influence of the Executive. The saiva- 
tion of the Government depends upon it. There is over-action 
inthe head. If we donot speedily restore the equilibrium of 
the system, the body politic wiil, sooner or later, be prostrated 
bya fatai apoplexy., With migtt and main we must strive to 
bring back the administration ef the Governinent to the star 
dard, Original, unadulterated, unsophisticated purity of the 
‘Constitution. 4 

We have, in my judgment, erred on al sides. The interests 
of money are too mich thought of,- Tscorn to stand upon aby 
‘such narrow question’as banks, currency, trade. . These are 
important objects in their place; but freedom is dearer thana)! 

- considerationsofadvancement in wealth or temporal péosperity.. 
Worthily to discharge our duties to the Constitution and the 
country, it becomes us to consider the temporary and evanes- 
cent busincgs-relation cf the present subject, as secondary only 
to the great and eternal interests of the constitutional liberties 
ofthe land. It isa question of Democratic right—the mainte: 
nance of the franchises of the people. Itis a question of con- 
stitutional power—one department of the Government invading, 
by gradual and insidious progress, the other, and through that 
undeimining the Democratic guaranties of the’ Constitution. 
One of the old writers relates of the Capadocians, I think, 
Libertatem repudiaverunt, ut quam sibi dicerent intolera- 
bilem—they repudiated liberty as a thing which they said was 
intolerable to them. Ido not fear this of my countrymen. A 
wise and brave people, it has been well said, will neither be 
cheated nor bullied out ofliberty, But such a people may cease 
to be vigilandy wise, to be unshakenly brave, by resigning 
themselves te the treacherous and corrupt influences of power. 

Would to God that some divine afflatus might descend upon the 
Constitution, to resuscitate and reanimaie its enfee'led ener- 
gies; thatthe voice of the Almighty, from the empyreal height 
where He sits enthroned, penetrating the clouds which surround 
us, would say cven ʻo these dry bones of the Constitution, “Live! 
Be thou once more a creature of strength and of health, to go 
forth in the majesty of thy beautv, a ministering angel, ona 
mission of ble: sto the world!” i 

Mr. CUSHI then submitted the following resolution, as 
an amendment of that of Mr. HAYNES: 

Whereas the influence of the Executive Department of the 
Federal Government has, far-some time past, in derogation of 
the letter and spirit of the Constitution, continued to increase, 
and ought to be diminished— i 7 

Resotved, therefore, That. in order to correct the said abuse, 
so much of the Presidente Message as relates to the collection, 
safe-keepir.g, and transfer of ure public money, be referred to 

i with instructions to repori— 

’ Firat, such method of keeping the public treasine, effects. and 
‘other property, as in the judgment of said committee shall most 
conduce to promote the welfare andto secure the Hberties of the 
people; and, A ; x 

Secondly, such other reforms in the practices of the Govern- 
ment as in their opinion shal} send to bring back the adminis- 
tration thereof to the standard of the original purity of the 
Constitution. ` 
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SPEECH OF MR. THOMPSON, 


Or Sours CAROLINA, 
nthe House of Representatives, Friday, May 11, 1838— 
On the Treasury Note Bill, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, addressed the House 
|. as follows: $ E 
Mr. Cuamman: Although, sir, I regard the present as an ot- 
casion when, if ever in the history of this country. if would be 
justifiable to resort to the great conservative. princip-€ of Eng- 
lish Hberty;to withhold supplies until there was a change af 
measures and a redress of grievances, I am, neéverjheless, Wil- 


-my country, 


‘ceived for postage; other acis.forbid the: re 


ling-te vote the necessary supplie: 
howéver, be allowéd to éhoose the mode of raisi 
-I cannot vote for a’ measure like that praposed, which is, inimy 
deliberate judgment, a violation of the Constivution, aiid ofevil 


_ and dangerous teùdéncy. Howsoever and by, whomsoever. ad- 


ministered, I cannot: forget*that fiis- still-the Government of 

i and entitled toall just aids: fromme of money, and 
ofevery thing élse. But T will notallow any éx fency, h ever 
great, any pressure, howeversevere, to induce me, in the slightest 


particular, to violate the Constitution.” The sectiod from which 


+ I come isthe weaker interest in the Gon federacy;-the Constitution 


is thereforeto us literally the “ark-ofour covenant,” and should 


beas sacredly kept. Every consideration: of interest is ‘super: 


added to the highest sanctions under which men can. act, sQ to 
watch over and protectit. As a matter of conscience, and ot 
sworn duty, cannot; as onevof prudence: and--of- policy, I 
would not, if Icould, in the*slightest- particular; violate: that 
sacred instrument: aa hg ae cae 

He looks but narrowly at. this measure who regards it simply 
as a question of raising money fora present emergency. +» No, 
sir, it is a part, a mest important part—the very: foundation— 
of anew fiscal, financial; and commercial: system,» which it ié 
iniended to erect upon the ruins of ali the salutary “usages to 
which we have been accustomed, of the Constitution itself, and 
of the property, prosperity and happiness of the ‘people; a 


. purpose, now no Jonger doubtful, to suppress bank notes as a 
“clirrency, and to substitute in their place this Government gur- 


rency. We have been told from a high quarter, one entitled 
to all consideration, that “a mortal conflict was now waging be- 


‘tween bank paper and metallic currency, and that one orithe 


other must perish;” that the business of discount and issuing 
ctirrency are incompatible, and expliciuy that “banks ought rot 
to issue their paper ascurrency. These annunciations are dis- 
tinct enough; and Í trust thatit will not again be denied that 
the purpose (no doubt most honestly and patriotically enter- 
tained) is gradually to suppress“bank notes as a currency ; yet 
weare told at the same time thatit isnot contemplated to bring 
the country to a currency exclusively metallic. The currency, 
then,:is to be in no part bank paper, and not entirely metallic. 
What then? Nothing. has been, proposed but this Government 
currency. I am ho indiscriminate advocate of the bankin: 
system: I know thé faulis‘and vices of that. system, and. woul i 


-rejoice tu sce them reformed; yet I prefer itwith all these faults 


to the terrible agony and suffermg’ of passing through the trare 
sition from that system to a metallic currency. “F alsó prefer 
bank currency to this Goverement.currency. which you. how 
propose to issue; 


E Becausel think the issue ofsuch a paper clearly unconsti- 
tutional. DN 

2. It is not so good a currency as convertible bank paper. 
_ 3. Its tendency to excess (the great fault of the banking sys: 
tem) is greater. f . sg : eae 

4. It is more expensive. g ; ers ee 

5. Its political tendencies are more dangerous: 00. 

6. lis effects will be unequal and sectional, and'specially-inju- 
rious to Lhe section from which I come. i pi 

I submit, sir, that these Treasury notes are bills of, crèdit, 
and that this. Government- has no right to issue -biils of credit. 
Whatis abill of credit? In its largest senseit means almost 
any evidence of debt. But, in the sensein which itis used in 
the Constitution, it means such issues of paper, upon the credit 
of the public faith, as were then in existence, and by which the 
country had been so severely scourged, now generally denomi- 
nated continental money. That, and nothing eiss, was intended 
‘by the general- désignation, bilis of credit. : We find the term 
frequently used at that. period im acts of ordinary legislation; . 
and why should we: attach a different meaning to i when foun 
in the Constitution? One “aot directs that Shii rered 


credit” for public dues. “What bills of credit? 
of credit thea'in existence in. the country were Se paper 
issues of the Federal and State Governmënts, That-was what 
was meant, by bills of credit, and nothing else. . "The Constitu- 
tion was framed about the sume time as these acts of ordinary 
legislation, and by the same men: and there can be nee 
for saying that one thing was meant in these avls of Congress 
by the term bills of credit, and another and a differons thing by 
ihe same words when «in the Consiitution. t waseuch a 
currency that had caused so much ruin iu the country, and 
sach a curren: as intended to prohibit. a 

Is, then, the y posed to he issued thagsame as ihe 
continental mo yes, in every -pariicular, iin- 
portant and unimporan Se paper issued onthe pubiic 
credit, and intended to circulate as money... Teanssce no 
point of difference, but inthe paper on which the two are 
ed. The frugal habits of our fathers made them use ord 
paper; we use silk paper. Ki biji 
rest, and that the continental m id Tins, as 
with these ardent theorists, isa mistake jh. paint of fact. 
of the currency issued by the States, aad denominated “i 
credit,” did bear interest-~that of New Yor 
suppose it hadnot, are gentlemen, whe pr 
ali occasions the exclu friends strict ce 


> friend. 
pared to palter wiih their co: 
Constitution, by such a comempti 
notes draw one mill int 
lightened framers of t 
evils ofa Government paper 

made us swear that we would not da thas or any other aet in 
violation of the Constitution; but, by this paltry triek; we wil 
evade it, and thus, ia s: de the very thing which we Were 
sworn not todo. Shame! mel. 

igh has heen suggested that such a paper may be js 
another form, 0 as to avoid the constitutional dinieul 
ficates receivable in paymsntof public dues aud not 
to pay. This, like the other, is an unyword 
highest obligations which can be imp 
equally baseless. A large po fi 
Revolution were these receivat 


n and 


svel in 
certh 
romises 
y evasion. of the 
pon. men; and 
of. credit of the 
But. in a case, 
ps: Missouri, it has 
"unanswerable argu- 
ment, that such certificates, receivalle jor public dues, are bilig 
of credit, and therefore unconstitutional. . . 
The Sute of Missouri had issued certificates receivable in 
payment of public dues, and without any promise whatever to 
pay. They were decided tobe bills of credit, and waconstitu- 
tional.. Chief Justice Marshall defines a, bill of credit tobe “a 
paper issued by the sovereign authority, and intended to circu. 
late. as money.” Can any objection. be made to the definition, 


or any other be given? Are these not issued by the severeign 


authority, and are they not intended to circulate as money} 


25ra Cone-++:2np SESS 


Let any man answer the question, and put his vote upon the 
answer. Jadg: Tho npson says, there being no means of en- 
forcing peyrnent, their credit depends solely upon the faith and 
voluntary will of ihe State, and are therefore bills-of credit. Is 
there any means of enforcing payment of Treasury notes? or 
have they aay basis of credit but the public faith? Judge Mar- 
s, that the great question is, are they intended te circu- 


have, in time pë 
in resisting a similar and less fl 
tution-—"@ violation by perversion,” which we were taught 
and believed was the most dangerous of all violations. No one 
denied the power to lay duties on imports; but we did deny the 
right to pervert a power intended only ‘to raise revenue, to a 
power to protect mauufacnires. Which perversion is the 
grossest, thai, or the perversien of the power to borrow mo- 
ney into une to issue a currency? If thie is honestly intended 
as a loan, and not asan issue ofcurrency, why are not the certi- 
ficates of stock made transferrable at the Treasury, as heretotore, 
bofore the cocamissioner of loans, and not, as is now proposed, 
by the sinple ace of delivery? i 

is it, jn the common transactions of life, regarded as a loan 
when one man gives to another his note. in payment of an ac- 
count) Is the act of making money borrowing it? The Go. 
vernment has aright to borrow, but that right is restricted by 
the condition that it shall not borrow by issuing bills of credit 
— bills intended to circulate as money. 

Could a Siate, without a violation of the Constitution, issue 
such a paper? No one will say so who admits the correctness 
of the decision in the case referred to. If not, why not? No 
answer can be given, hut because they are bills of credit; for, 
if they are not, the States may issue them. If these notes are 
not bilsofcretit, I demand w know whatare. Give mea de- 
finition which wil not include these. Draw a form ofa bill of 
credit which the States may notissue. ‘That clause of thé Con- 
sitation mist have meant something. What manner of thing 
was meant by bills of credit, if these are not bills of credit? Í 
do not think that the argument can be answered, If, then, they 
are billa ot credit, has Congress power to. issue- them? It is 
gaough for me aad the school of politicians to which I belong, 
that the power is not to be found in the Constitution. I am ac- 
custome to look there for the gant, not for the prohibition of 
powers. But this case is infinitely stronger. - The power wag 
ioserted in the Constitution, and was stricken out by the Con- 
vention, and under circumstancesex pressly refusing the specific 
power itself. On the th of August, the committee which had 

een charged with the duty of preparing a constitution submit- 
tect their draught to the Convention. In that draught was the 
following clase, taken verbatim from a like clause-in the ar- 
cles of confederation: “Congress shall. have power to borrow 
money and emit bills on the credit of the: United states.” On 
the loth of August, a motion is made to strike out the words 
“and emit bills of credit,” and carried, nine States to two. I 
reveat that itis enough for me that the power is not enume- 
yatedin the Constitution, nor necessary (aot convenient) to any 
power that ia granted, g : 

But how infinitely is this ground strengthened when the 
power is not oniy not found inthe Constituuon as adopted, but 
was actaady proposed and inserted, and afterwards siricken 
our me motion and debate. By aa opposite rule of construction, | 
demand to know what power it is, that is not expressly prohi- 
bired, thai may not be arrogated? The constitutionality of a 
Bank haa been well questioned on grounds infinitely less strong, 
ag Twill proceed to show. A preposition to give Congress 
power to barters of incorporation generally, was referred 
to.a com nd never afterwards acted on. ‘The power to 
rofa bank wasnever proposed. 

y with much plausibdity be said that the Con- 
ral and dangerous power to 
lent power, at the same time be- 
he powerto charlera Back as an 
ary to gyanted powers. Butin 
power is specialty proposed 
The power to grat charters of incorporation 
acied on by the Convention, and the power is now de- 
nied with great reason from the nan-action of the Convention. 
Batin te case of pills of credit the question was distinctly act- 
elon Gwe power was inserted, and was stricken out on motion. 
g thcone case than the other. Why 
ither case refused? There is no evidence in 
Wonk, that is was refused with an intent to deny 
Butin tie ease of Lreasury notes thereis. Luther 
agnished member of the Convention, immediate- 
mrumeat, When al! the facts were fresh in his 
sthe Legislature of Maryland that the words emit 
Ms of eredit icken out with the view of denying the 
iven, if it secame necessary as 
y power. He says if his letter to the Legislature of 
By one original articles of confederation, the Con- 
power to borrow money and emit bilis on the credit 
ed Stare diy to which was the reporton this 
made by the committee of detail. When we came to 
‘tof the report, a moion was made to strike out the 
‘to emit ails of credi nát ibe motion we urged 
vil wouid be iraproper to deprive Congress of that power; 
it wauld be a novelty enprecedented to establish a t} 
h should not have such authority, That it was im- 
ato took forward into fuiurity, so far as to decide that 
events might not happen chat shouid render the exeicise o 
sich. a power absolutely necessary, and that we doubted 
whether, ifa war should take place, it would be possible for this 
country to defend uself without having recourse to paper cre- 
diin which ease there would be a necessity of becoming a 
prey to our enemies, or violating ihe Constitution of our Go- 
verament; and that, considering the administration of the Go- 
-verninent would be prmcipalty in the hands ef the wealthy 


+ Gide ofa 


awya 


taereconld be little reason to fear an abuse of the power by an ` 


unnecessary or injurious exercise of it. But, sir, a majority of 
‘the:Conveation, being wise beyond. every event, and. being 
‘willing to:risk any political evil rather than admit the idea of a 
paper emission, in any possible case; refused to trust this au- 
thority to a Government to which they were lavishing the most 


r, 
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ted powers of taxation, and to the mercy of Which-they 
were willing blindly to trust thé liberty and property of the citi 
zens of every State inthe Unien, and they erased that clause 
from the system,” 5 

Now, sir, here ia the contemporaneous testimony of an. il- 
lusirious member of the convention, that it was Intended in 
“no possible emergency” that the. Government should have 
power to make a paper emission. This statement was uncon- 
tradicted a: the time, and is as authoruative as ifthe debates 
in {ull were published, and itshould be found that it was put 
by alithe speakers on the subject on the ground that it weuld 
be dangerous to grantsucha power; and by no: singlé one on 
the groun! that: the power might be exerted as an implied 
power.” If such rules of construction are adopted, to what 
point will it not carry ust ‘The sum of the argument is—2 
power nol granted, but specifically proposed and rejected, is to 


be assumed, although demonstrably notnevessary; and] would. į 
rk, that the only instance in which it has heretofore. į 


here rer 
been exercised was in a period of war, when money could not 
be borrowed, and when it was the only resonrces lefi; not only 
then convenient, butabsolutely necessary to the very existence 
of the Government. 

I trust thatit will not be contended, at least that it will not by 
any State rights man, that the power is prohibited to the States, 
but not tothis Government, and that therefore it may be exert- 
ed; that the dangerous déctrine will not. be avowed, that this 
Government may do whatever is not prohibited. ` By such’con- 
siruction, what may.itnot do? Isa bank prohibited? ls inter- 
nal improvement, or a protective tariff? Nene of thein. How 
few powers are prohibited? Nota dozen. It was necessary to 
prohibit this power to the States, bécause without such prolii- 
bition they possessed it, Jt was notnecessary expressly.to pro- 
<hibit it to he General Government; because they could net ex- 
ercise it unless granted by the Constitution. 

2d. It is not so good a-currency as bank paper. It is the 
currency of revolutionary Governments, and never has main 
tained a par value, and never will, except in periods of great 
plessure, and in small awounts, It is even now below par, 
when every circumstance of the condition of thé country is 
most auspicionsto it; and when, added to its quality of cur- 
rency, it has that of stock bearing interest. Butit is said thatif 
it does depreciate, the loss felis on the Government, noton the 
people. Mr. Chairman, where are we, and on what times have 
we fallen? Is it inthis Republican land, where the Govern- 
ment is the mere trust, the inere agency of the people, that we 
are told that the loss of the Government is not the loss of the 
people? Suppose one hundred millions in your Treasury, and 
uses and.demands for it, and it is corsumed by fire, Thie, too, 
suppose, would be the loss of Government, not of the people; 
no concern whatever of theirs, 

34. That its tendency to excess will be greater than hank cur- 
rency, Ido not doubt; and that is the great vice of the banking 
system. Can there bea more striking proof of this than the 
present state of things? With an exhausted Treasury, an ema- 
ciated and suffering people, the Government alene is unaflected 
by the universal pressure, and is seen careering along ina 
course of unexampled extravagance, Yes, sir, an Administra- 
tion which came into power with the watchwords retrenchment 
and economy eternally on their lips, proposing to expend in the 
Present year more than fory millions; thirwen millions being 
the highest amount expended under the Admisistration which 
they denounced as ruining the country by ‘its extravagance. 
Tiow, and why, is all ihis? Why, sir, for the simple reason that 
the more money that is appropriated, the more Treasury notes 
will be issued, and the greater the present relief to the couniry. 
No such currency ever has been resorted to, which has not run 
into wild excess. 

4th. Itis more expensive. Rank currency costs the country 
nothing; nething at ail, sir; and, until recently, no such idea has 
ever been advanced.’ This Government currency costs direcily. 
six per cent. upon the whole amount in circulation. 

Sth. Asto its political tendencies. I, sir, am a Republican of 
the State Rights school; not of some ten or twelve years’ stand- 
ing: Ihave always been se: 1 was born cne; I was born in the 
midst of the black-cockade contest, and have no drop of blood that 
Sows from any one who ever wore one; and I confess that I am 
amazed, Iam almost disposed to doulit my ewn identity, when 
I hear gentlemen of ihe striciest sect declaring that this power 
of making currency is too important a power. to trust 10 poos, 
miserable, cowardly corporations, (as they have shown them- 
selves to he) corporations which are State instiiuions, 
drawing the breath of their nostrils from the States, re- 
ceiving from and giving strength to the States, indissolubly 
united in their destinies with the States, and having no other 
powers but this. But thatit is perfectly safe to add this power, 
great as it confessedly is, to the vast mass of power already 
possessed by this Government—this :aw-head-and-bloody-bones 
accumulation of power in the Federal Government, which we 
have been denouncing and warrmg against—necause it is sail 
the power must abide somewhere, and it is too dangerous a 
power totrust to State corporations, which have neither mo- 
tive, courage, nor ability, to abuse it, And, sir, has it come to 
this? Is this the boasted separation of the Government from 
the mo power? A most notable separation! A separation 
by a direct and entire unton! A separation by granting the un- 
limited power te make and issue money; a power too dan- 
gerous to give to State corporations, lest, peradventure, they 
may combine with the Government; but pertectly safe to grant 
the whole power, without. restriction, to this Governmera. 
And this is State rights! 

6th. It will operate unequally. These notes, by laws of 
trade and commerce, invariable and unchangeable, will accu- 
mutate in large cities where they are needed, under the univer- 
sal law of demand and supply, and will afford-no relief to the 
interior, to. the farmers anc the country merchants, Such was 
the experience of Mr. Dalias in 1816. “He says, “that the Trea- 
sury notes afforded no general relief that they had accumu- 
lated, and would continue to accumulate, in the large commer- 
cial cities where they were needed, aad rarely found their way 
into the interior; aud that the currcney ef the local banks was 
all that the farmer could cbtain.”? ` Mr. Crawford seys the 
same thing, and adds, ‘they gave reef only to the section east 
ef this city, where Government dishureements’ were chiefly 
made”? Where is now the largest amount of these nnies? 
Where it always will be—in New York—where they are most 
wanted. Below par in New Yerk; five per cent. above parin 
Craresion; and yetIam asked ta believe that to have a pecu- 
Har currency forthe Government, when that enrrency aceu- 
mulaves in such abundance in New York as to be below par, 
and izen scarce in Charleston as to command five per cent. pre- 
mium, is to facilitate the payment of duties in Charleston. Am 
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‘L forever to be asked to assento these novelties, unsupported: 
by argument, atid opposed by-all expcrience am? facet Huis 
said the importations of Charleston have ineressed: of late, and 
hence this policy is favorable, té the, Suuth. So,- ina much 
greater degree, have those of Philadelphia. * Is Phitadelphia a 
Souther! city ‘Why have they increased? For the simple rea 
gon, that-in the present derangement ofthe currency. funds can- 
not be placed in New-York; and: Jrom the .greater sutering of 
New York than any other potut by ‘the late üniversal crasn=- 
one of those tornadoes in which: the tallesttrees ave the first to 
fall, when time must be allowed for (hose to straighten” which 
have been bent, and fora new growth. z rA e 
The chairman ofthe Commitee of: Ways and Neanstellg. us 
that it was pat anticipated: that these notes would have so. soon 
returned to the Treasury. I suppose it was not. Butit might 
have been foreseen, and would have been, by.a financier of or- 
dinary sagacily, or even tiy the present Secretary, if he had con- 
sulted the history of former issues of these kind of paper. 
The report of Mr. Dallas would have informed him that, when 
tried in 1816, “the revennes had been collected almost. exclu- 
slvely in Vreasury notes, and would. continue to be so collected, 
aa long as they are isaued by the Government.” | Mr. Crawford 
say: the same thing, and in the opinions of those able men, such 
must alwaysbe the case. That, if any revenue was collected, 
it must be in these notes, and that, of consequence, they would 
return to the Treasury in the payment of public Ques as rapidly 
as they were paid out to the public creditors, like Penelope's 
web, undoing in the night.the work of the day. But I suppose 
that the brilliant genius -of Mr. Woodbury scorns all aid from 
the lights of experience, or the suggestions. of such. plodding. fel- 
lows.as Dallas, Crawford, and Gallatin; and thar, if he looks at 
allinto the history-of these tines, jt is as he would into the his- 
tory of the Persian monarchy, as a mauer of curious reading, 
not for information and practical instruction. But, sir, is 1 


really. necessary that the Government should, regortto this dan- 


gerous power? His not, There are other aud in every way 
heuer modes of raising money, by which the necessary. supplies 
may-be raised, and mostbeneficent effects produced upon. the 
prostrate energies and interests of the county. _Make.a Joan in 
ther gularand proper form ofa. loan, receive jt in. specie, or 
the bills of specie-paying banks, andinsixty days you will see 
the prosperity of the country revive; its powerful energies, now 
paralyzed by. unwise legislation, will raise jt up again lke a 
giant aroused from his slumbers.. You: can sell your stock 
thus raised ata premium, whilst you must dispose ofthe Trea- 
sury notes at a discount. Both plaas create 4 debt: neither 


creates a permanent and funded debt; for whenever you are in 


funds, you can redeem such stock. You willsave at’ least halt 
a million, and, what ig ‘af infinitely greater” consequence, you 
Will save the Constitution. “It need not’ he said that .the stock 
thus created. will not be more valuable than. Treasury notes, 
Mr. Crawford tells us that exactly sucha stock, bearing six por 
cent. interest, and redeemabiv at the will of the Goverament, 
soldin 1822, 1823, and 184, at a premium of wo per cert. 
Why itis so, F shall not stop.to show. So it always has been, 
and so, Tam informed, on the highest authority, it WHI be now, 
Iwill not propose such a loan, because I will not relieve (he 
Government from the just odium of bringing the country into 
such a condition, Let the Administration openly and above- 
board go to the people, telf them there is no. money in the 
Treacury, that they are forced to’ borrow, my life upon it, that, 
if icisno fault of theirs, they wil! not be held answerable; if it 
is their fanit, they ought not to be allowed to escape the respon- 
sibility. Ask for a loan, I say, openty, and do not wrap it u 
in the delusive pretext of issuing Treasury. notes, | What mdi- 
vidual, if he wished to Borrow ten millions, and.by issuing his 
notes in large sums to a few individuals, could raise upon them 
two hundred thousand dollars more than’ their. face,.. would 
choose to issue them in small sums, easily negotiable, toa mul- 
titude of creditors, and at-a Jess of three hundred thousand 
dollars; in ail, half a million? That precisely-is the difference 
between the two plans, and we are about to do for the country 
what no sane man would do for himself. 

Ll wouid receive payment fur ‘the stock in the bills of specie- 
paying banks, or in specie, Lot a portion of ihe stock he'sold 
in Europe, and serve asa conduit to bring into this-country 
(not by a forcing and artificial process) a portion of shat specia 
which the natural condition of our country and of Europe, and 
the wise policy of that enlightened nation. upon whose com- 
merce we have been waging a barbaric war, is disposeil.to send 

ere. as 

These Treasury notes give no permanent relief unless reissa- 
able. 

They are paid in as fast as they are paid out; and if reissua- 
ble, you convert your T ury Department iniu a Govern 
ment bank of issue anddeposite, and, in the transfer of its funda, 
necessarily of discount to. sel 

These advantages, great as f regard them, sink in com 
parison with the benign and and all-blessing iefluence ofan 
annunciation by the Government, ina manner formal and auikos 
ritative, that the bills of specie-paying ks: will be received 
by it, The disease has always been more one of credit. than of 
currency The banks never have been in as sownd a condition 


thirty millions of specic. Bat the director: dy foresaw 
that, with the demards occasioned by foreign was and gubsi- 
dies, the large importation of fereign corn, and the panic and ap: 
prehension of an invasion from France, their specie, would be 
exhausted, and they determined to suspend; and by doing 50, 
sustained the industry and business-of the’ country, and. carried 
England triumphantly through a long and perilous conifict, in & 
manner that is absolutely a miracle, and under trials anid difi- 
culties which I hesitate notio say no nation ever could have 

borne, if unsnstained by this much-abusedbankingsyeiem. -Bo 

naparte, the wisest man of his ime, knew that the great basis of 
the banking systèm: was confidence; and, when he. was about OF: 

ganizing the Bank of France; and selecting its president, he mid; 

I have no confidence. in Portalis, but France has; therefore, let: 
Portalis be president. Jam well satisfied tat the true ang omy 


May, 1838. 
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issue before the country is between the State banke and a Na- 
tional Bank. No-people, not held down by an iron despotism, 
will submit to the terrible agony and bloody sweat of coming to 
a metallic currency. Nor will one so intelligent as ours adopt 
the dangerous expedient of a Government paper; and my life on 


‘the issue, ifthe State banks fail, the result will be aGovernment . 


bank, or a United States: Bank. It is because I chink so, that -I 
am disposed to take from the State banks all improper weights 
and hindrances.to aid them by all proper means in resuming 
specie payments; without doing which, they cannot, and ought 
not, to be tolerated, > : Rae F 
Such, sir, was the course of the able and patriotic men who 
presided over the Treasury.at the close of the war. They ad- 
dressed all their efforts and powers to aiding thé banks to re- 
sume and furnish asound currency. Mr: Dallas‘even took: the 
responsibility of receiving the bills of non-specie paying banks, 
without the authority of law, andhe was sustainéd in it by the 
whole country. - He says in his report to Congress in 1816: 
“The consequence of rejecting bank notes which were not 


paid on demand in coin, must have been to put. to hazard the | 


collection of the revenue’ in point of time and in point of pro- 
duct, to deteriorate (if not to destroy the only adequate medium 
of exchange adopted by the common consent of the uation) in 
a case of extreme. necessity, and to shake the foundations of 
private property, . - 

“The restoration must be the work of the State institutions. 
But the interposition of Government will still be required to 
secure a successful result. - - 

“To appeal to their fears by ‘refusing to take their bills ip 
payments to the Government, would be to visit the sins of the 
banks upon the great mass of unofiending citizens, unless the 


Government was prepared to furnish asufficient legal currency 


to meet the demands of the community.’ 

Mr. Crawford, it 1817, refused to déposite the public funds 
in the United States Bank, where it was provided by law that 
they should be kept, and‘ dep»sited them in State institutions, 
expressly and avowedly ‘or the purpose of aiding the banks to 
resume; not oniy not taking it from them in. their moment of 
severest trial, but actually giving it to them; taking, in some 
instances, with a care; wise, practical, and paternal, from the 
strong banks, and giving it to the feéble and tottering, to enable 
all to stand; and he succeeded, and in this rendered the most 
important of all his services to his courtry in along life of dis- 
tinguished public usefulness. Fear what he says upon the 
subject, and in circumstances identical with the present: 

“In order to induce the banks in the District to resume specie 

ayments simultaneously with the banks already enumerated, 
it became necessary for the Treasury Department to give them 
assurances of support during the first months succeeding such 
resumption. In consequence of this assurance, a considerable 
portion of the deposites in the banks of Washington and 
Georgetown was permitted to remain until the lst of July.’ 

It is cheering, it is delightrul, to turh fromthe uncertain and 
dangerous theories of the present day, from the eternal experi- 
ments that are made upon the happiness, the very means of 
subsistence of the people, asa philosopher would test the power 
of prussic acid ona mouse, to the practical suggestions of these 
calm, quiet, and able minds My business is with the things of 
this world as I find them, not asI would have them. [leave the 

` higher walks of divine philosophy to others. I have only the 
very poor ambition of béing a practical man: and 1 preter to 
follow the steady light of experience, tapér thought it be, to the 
dazzling, but too often dangerous and delusive, light of a priori 
theory, whether it be the ever-blazing torch of a brilliant genius, 
or the farthing candies which are lighted at it. In my judgment, 
the greatest good now tobe attained is a resumption of specie 
payments; and to that end,1 would have the Government not 
only not obstruct it, by throwing ite powerful influence over 
public opinion against the banks, but aid ‘them by all preper 
means. This Government, and this Government alone, has pros- 


trated the banks, and with them the whole industry of the coun- © 


try,.with muscles yet quivering from the blow; but, with power- 
ful energies, they are struggling to rise again. Is it wise or just 
still to keep your paralyzing hand upon them? dvs ; 
Butit is said you will do this to enable the banks to pay tfeir 
debts. It would be a much move true statement of the case to 
say that itis to be done to enable the peopleto pay their debts to 
the banks. Gentlemen, who talk thus, must surely forget that 
the banks maintain to the people the double relation of debtor 
and of-creditor, and that the creditor relation is the Jargest. The 
banks owe the people about two hundred millions; the people 
owe them five hundred millions. “Now, sir, this game of de- 
manding specie is one at which both the people and the banks 
can play, and the banks, if forcedsto pay all their debts, notes, 
.and deposités in specie, cannot choose; they have no alternative; 
they must collect their debts in specie: What, then, must’ be 
the result? The banks have thirty-five millions of specie: the 
people have the same amount, Force the banks intoa position 
-where they must collect, as far as theirtwo hundred millions of 
debts go, they can he paid in their awn debts; after that is all 
called in, there are three hundred millions of debt due to the 
banks, and thirty-five millions of currency to payit with. Letthe 
banke collect that in payment, and what then is the condition of 
the country? Mere than two hundred and fifty millions due to the 
panks,and no currency atall to payit with. For although, in 
the ordinary transactions of commerce, one dollar will pay one 
hundred, not soin thiscase. Every consideration of interest 
andself-preservation will concur to make the banks keep every 
doilar they receive, and the gates of death wil] be shut upon it. 
Will nor this state of things place the whole property of bank 
debtors at the mercy ofthe banks? anil, hy being in possession of 
all the currency,al! the saleable propery of the country also? 
That such a state of thingsis likely to occur, I-do not believe; 
it wanid be arrested, ifin no other way, by popular commotion, 
“or by the substitution of some o:her currency. ; 
Wouldyoudo this to enable the banks to pay their debts? I 


answer: yes, J would. The bank capital. of the country isa: 


portion, a targe portion, of its wealth and power, and I would 
do.all that I rightfully canto save it fromrruins, if nothing else 
were involved, I would nor lightly strike down four hundred 
millionsof the capital of the country, a larger portion of which, 
than of any ether equal amount, is owned. by widows and or- 

hans, and.which, when it does topple in ru will crush the 

opes and the hapiness of thousands, Especially do I feel 
bound todo “itwhen their present condition has been brought 
about by fo act of theirs, ef omission or commission, but sole- 
ly and exclusively by the action of this Government. No man 
of any patty has attributed it to any:canse which fs not the re- 
sult of the action of the Government. f i 

To what canses is the present piate of things attributed? 


Yariousiy, and with much truth, to the following: Ist. Toa | 


APPENDIX TO. THE 


‘upon shoals and quicksands, and, in. the jr 


large accumulation of public funds. Thai 
the banks, nor could they have prevented: it. 2d. Te over- 
trading from excessive bank discounts. This they were ex- 
pressly ordered to do, for General Jackson’s requests were or- 
ders. 3d. Torthe distribution act, aud the pitiable folly and 
stupidity with which it was executed. In transferring, in the 
first six months, funds.to places where they were not needed for 
distribution in eighteen-months; thus making that sudden and 


“harsh which was intended to he easy and gradual. - And 4th: To. 


the specie circular. I.de not doubt that all these causes, jointly 
and separately, produced the: present calamitous condition of 
the country. Is any one of them the act of the hanks, or could 
they have controled themi? Have I not shown that the stspen- 


sion was unavoidable, and that it was more a measure of mercy ` 


to the country than of interest to the banks? . Since the suspen- 
Sion, what fault have they committed? We wéré.told, at the 
extra session, that they must curtail their issues.. This could 


only be done by caliing in their debis. I said then that it 
“would “not alleviate, but increase, the disease. I knew the 


ground I stood on in saying so, and that-such was the uninten 


| rupted current of English authorities. I am not now wholly 


unstpporied in this opinion. Is it not- the interest of the 
banks, specially and obviously their interest, to resume? No 
one Will deny. that it is. Here, then, stands the case. You 
found these corperations created “by law ina state of sound 
credit and profitable business; you have destroyed both: and we 
are to be told you. must not adopt measures of the mos: calu- 
tary and beneficial character, because an incidental effect will 
be to reinstate the banks íi the condition.in which you found 


them. Sir, sich a course would be insufficiently flu ed by 
the conduct of the captain and crew of a vessel who, in defiance 
of the warnings aud entreaties of their passengers, shouid ran 


x 5 nent of peril, 
should take to their longboat, disregarding the desparringshrieks 
of the passengers, when there was reor enough in. the boat 
for ail. $ z 


It is said that to refuse to receive the bills of banks ‘is the - 


best means of preventing excessive issues, I] believe-exaculy 
the reverse; that you cannot hold out 10 them so powerful an 
inducement to prudence and-to caution as to-say to tiem, so 
long as you continueto pay specie the powerful aid of the coun- 
tenance of the Government shail be extended to you: We 
will give you the authority and influence of cur opinion of 
your soivency by recei your bilis; but the moment you-re- 
fuse to pay, we will withdraw that confidence, and dishonor 
you by a refusal to receive your paper, and shake your credit 
to its deepest foundations, ‘It is literally putting them upon 
their good behavior, by addressing their interest. $ 

{tis also urged that to receive their bills is to place the Go- 
vernment in the power of the banks: to have them in our debt, 
and dependent upi our. confidence, ia to place us in their 
power. The old idea was, that the debtor was slave to the cre- 
ditor; but now it isthat the c:edifor is slave of the debtor. Ve- 
rily this isan era of new lights. What are the great objecisof 
this great change which we are asked to venture on? Ist. To 


-pay the Government officers and employees in gold and silver; 


and, 2d, By creating a constant demand upon the banks for spe- 
Cle, to prevent excessive issues. othe first, Ireply that there 
is no officer in the public service who expected, at ‘the time he 


entered into office, to receive any thing else than convertible ` 


bank notes, and ihat he has no right, nor do I believe that any 
of them have the disposition, toask any thing else. H bank pa- 
per, convertible at wiil into specie, is to be the currency of the 
people aud of the States, I can see no reason for givingto Fe- 
deral officers any thing better. “Their salaries are already large 
enough to seduce trora their allegiance to the States all with 
whom a love of money is stronger than the love ofcountry.» 1 
can seeno reason for paying your clerks in the Departments 
two thousand dollars m gold and silver when the Governors, or 
supreme judges, in but few States in the Wnion, receive that 
amguntin bauk notes. Now, sit, if thisis the true policy—if 
it i¥'wrong to pay Federal officers in bank notes, it is equally. so 
to pay our State officers in them. If the demand of Federal 
dues will create a deniand for specie that wiii be salutary, so 
wilithe same demand be created by collecting State dues in 
specie. Why has no gentleman yet proposed to collect State 
taxes in goidand silver? Why is it that, whilst they object to 
receiving Federal dues in the bills of specie- ng banks, they 
arein favor of receiving State dues in the bilis of banks that do 
not pay specie? } will tell you, sir; it is because, in the one 
case, the taxis collected under the tariff secredy. The people 
pay it in the increased price of the articles they buy, without 
knowing it. In the other, the tax is collected directly and 
openly. The boldest of the advocates of this hard maney poli- 
cy will not do this. If they will, sir, go directly to the people 
and demand specie for taxes, and. refuse bank ‘notes; if l am 
not mistaken, they will pull down a house about their ears, and 
we shall hear no more. fora century, at least, of Collecting 


: taxes in specie; and why not do it? If it is right, the people 


willsustain you. Make the issue, if you dare, and show at 
once the confidence you profess in vour theories, and in the 
judgmeat and patriotism of the people at people whom you 
are eternally slavering with your praises, “as a inan paisa 
wild horse that he may ride him.” | Bauk rags, irredeemable 
bank rags, forthe people, and for St 
gold and silver for Federal officers; and this is Stace rights. 

But you are to cone} the banks. and prevent excessive is- 
sues by refusing their bijs. | Has this Government any legi 
mate power to control or to check those corporations? Ger 
men flout, with scorn, the idea of a bankrupt law. The States 
sey they have the power to create these corporations. The 
General Government has no power to destroy them. 
mean fo direct, no honest, no fair power. Butifit can 
power by cheating the Constituden, itis serfeedy fair 
if they can perverta power given for enother ‘purpose, i 
right, fair, and perfecrly constitutional to dase. Evenin this 
fraudalent and stealthy way, can yow do it? 1 do not believe 
that it is possible so to frame your laws as ta secure the colle- 
tion of Government dues in spe They will be collected, as 
Lam informed (hey now are ii d certain importing city in the 
South, in bank notes, under an understanding that if specie is 
called for, Cas itn is called for,) the banks will pay is. 
Such was the universa! practice of evasion i the land offices 
under the operation. of the Treasury circular, But suppose 
the revenue collected in specie, what will be thecffect?. Gente- 
men say, to restrain bank To what exter? Three for 
one, two for one, or one for one, as never did the Bank of Am- 
sterdam. The measure will either de ne such thieg, ar it will 
do too much, The whole amount of the receipts of the Go 
Fernment, on any just and economical principles, willbe twen- 
ty-five millions. Thedaily payments in the eity of New York 
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_Constitational, and why? 


enty-elebt. hundred 
ons of the, Unfted 
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swelling 


farther? 


groundless im puiation.. 4 “ 


P- 
he last 
bank than the first. Tt is 220 years sincs the-esfablishment of 
this Bank of Amsterdam, and it was just 450 ycare aler the 
Bank of Venice, and 209 years after the Bank of Genca. Every 
body knows, who knows any thing aboutit, that very shg: 
after its institution the directors found that the certificates af 
deposite were not called for in coin. and that the issues of such 
ceruficates were infinitely mnhiplied: Such will ever be the 
casc. . [vis no more practicabie.to restrain éxcessive issues of 
certificates of deposite that of promises to pay specie. Sup- 
pose you could. Is it not in effect bringing the country to ame- 
lallic currency?‘ Of what importance is it whether the coin ft- 
self circulates, or a paper certificate. of a deposite of that coin? 
Suppose 70 millions ofcoin in the Gountry.-.’ What is the dif- 
ference between that coin being the sole currency, and that very 
coin being deposited in banks, and an equal quantity, dollar for 
doliar, of paper certificates issued? Is it not still the 70 millions, 
neither more nor less, of currency; and is, not he a ruined man 
who contracted debts, when there was three times that amount 
ofcurrency inthe country? What I am afraid of in this thing 
is, the great political and moral influence of the action of the 
Government upon this most delicate of all questions... Is there 
a county in the United States where any large’ merchant might 
not affect the credit of hank paper by refusing to receive it? 
Would not all the farmers do the same? Would any such mer- 
chant be tolerated in demanding -his debts in gold and silver? 
Shall we. sir. be asked to do that which no private individual 


abt 


with other.securities for old once? A merchant may then.-sub- 
stitute one bord for another— may he not substitute a bond of a. 
corporation? Would the bond of a merchant. be rejecte if 
offered as security the Bank of the United States? Hits bond 
may be taken, why may notits notes? Does the geal make ic 


If this great. change is to, be brought about leave it (o indi- - 
vidual sagacity, interest, and capital... Let it be. the work of + 
time, gradual, silent. and salutary—tike the changes in outdan- 
guage, not seen at the time iis going on, but only afer. the 
Japse of years, when it is «*eemplished. We. have no right to 
force it by legislation. . I have shoWn how small is the amount 
of our money transactions to those of the whole country: nor. 
less striking is the aggregate intelligence of the country eom- 
pared to ours: and of all bodies of the same number, we are _ 
the Jeast qualified to judge rightly upon it {feel myselr thet 
F am noi free from polideal bias, nor do F believe others are, 2 
will only add, in conclusion, that Lam thorotighly satisfied thet 
although the Government may, at the costof infinite sufering 
to the people, collect and keer its revenue in gold and silver, n 
isabsolutely impossible to transfer and disburse it withour the 
ageney of banks, and thatthe inevitable effect of such a sys- 
ter willbe to make every disbursing officer a dealer in cx- 


yernment, bur fór his own prof 
ivation. Fifty thousand dollars 
Kow is the money to be transferred 


The pay ‘er sells it, say alten per cent. r 
benefit of this premium? The «fficer is protected by his ye- 
ceipis from tke soldiers for the 850,000: and bes pocketed 
$5.000, as itis said has actually been dane: Ifyou exact of 
him the premium, he may cha himself. with = less amount; 
aid detection is impossible, t 
ciered, for they will not, the 
cases the only modes: of iragsfer omus? bheb 
Your officers must hay them Trom merchant 
mium or discount, asthe case way be, Supp 
and drawee fail, who bears the loss? If Aue ca 
ercised, the Government ought: and whether 
the Governmeut will bear H, as the celebrated Purvi 
proves. igs . , ; : 
Tam satisfied, thoroughly satistied, that the public funds cag: 
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not be transferred and disbursed without the agency of banks; 
and when another measure comes up, I will propose, if ne one 
else does, a pian of special deposites, which will place the mo- 
ney in the custody of the banks, but without their having the 
power to use one dollar of it. I.am, and always have been, 
opposed to the pet bank system, as Gangerous and corrupting; 
aud Iam prepared to show that the plan of special deposites 
diminishes patronage to-absolutely nothing, and has advantage 
over any other proposed, in every point of view; and that it 
would be adopted, I do not doubt, if ít were not for the extreme 
zeal of uluason both sides—on the side of a United States 
Bank, and of the Sub-Treasury; for neither of which will I 
Vote. 

There isanother branch of this subject, and to me by far the 
most important, which I now approach. It-is said that this hard 
money policy will benefit the South, and relieve it from ts 


commercial thraldor to the North. This is said.on highautho- | 


rity, and is vouched by names in which the South reposes.a 
well-earned confidence. Ido not doubt their sincerity; I justas 
little doubi the error of these opinions; I have heard no argu- 
ment, from any quarter, in support. of them. Whea I ask for 
argument. Jani answered by declamation, or some of those 
broad and general abstractions which, in politics, I have gene- 
rally found to be either truisms, or things that are not true. My 
own settled conviction, candidly, not hastily, arrived at, and cau- 
tionsly and deliberately re-examined, with an ardent desire to 
arrive at thetruth, iz, that whilst this policy will be injurious to 
all sections of the country, it will be ruinous, fatally injurious 
tothe South. Tt isdue to those who sent me here, itis due to 
myself, togive the reasons that have forced these conclusions 
upon me. Afer what has passed in my very humble public, 
life, L had supposed that it was.not necessary forme to declare 
my devotion to the South. But even I, sir, all of whose interests 
ani affections are indissolubly connected with, and who have 
perilled all that man values in defence of the South and its nte- 
rests, even I am suspected, It is my duty todefend myself, by 
giving the reasons for my opinions. 

Although this selfish and secuonal policy has.not marked the 
ancient charac’er of South Carolina; although it has been from 
a high, generous, and patriotic disregard of her peculiar inte- 
resis, and the rea:liness with which she has, on all proper occa- 
sions, sacrificed them to the honor of the country, that she is 
mainly indebted for her high character, and the moral power 
which she has exerted in the Confederacy, 1am forced to say 
that, in the present condition of the politics of the couniry, I re- 
gard itto be my imperious duty to look first, if not mainly, to 
the interests of my own peculiar section. Satisfy me, sir, that 
any policy will advance the interests of the South and of 
Charleston, and T shall not hesitate to do all that I may honora- 
bly do to thatend; all that I cando consistently with the obliga- 
ticns of. duty and of honor to the other members of the Confede- 
racy. More than that ¥ trust I would not do to advance any in- 
terest, sectional or selfish. Further than this I do not think it 
cither right or prudent to go. We; sir, ave, and are destined to 
be, the weaker interest; and to say nothing of the obligations 


ofan honorable patriotism, itis not the moat wise iù usto avow ` 


a policy selfish and sectional. If we do, it willbe with'an ill 
grace that we shall complain of it in others: who wield the 
power of a majority.” Will this policy benefit the South? F 
would not vote for an expunging resdlution because E should 
be toldit would: benefit the South, and F might be told so with 
asmuch truth as that this gold and silver policy will; nay, 
sir, with more truth; for that would be harmless, and this 
would be injurious. Amongst the aphorisms on this subject, 
Cand no one has descended lower than an aphorism) is, that 
the banking system has given the North its commercial ascen- 
dancy over the South. If any thing is meant by the North, 
it must be New York; for it-is New York that imports 
exclusively for the South all that is not imported in Southern 
cities: With just as much truth may a fly on a-coachwheel be 
held responsible for the dust that is made; the fly is on the wheel, 
and the dust is made, but the poor fly has very litte hand in it. 
The banking system is in existence, and New York has this 
ascendancy; but it is no more attributable to the banking system 
than is the dust to the fly. ThisI will show. AndIdo not 
vaunt when I say that T will put it beyond the reach of refuta- 
tion or argument. One, hearing a proposition af this sort 
stated, would naturally suppose that the banking capital of New 
York was much greatey in proportion than that of Charleston, or 
other Southern cities. But what will gentlemen say when they 
are told that it does not amount to one-tenth, I might say ore- 
twentieth, of that of any one of the cities of the South? T sup 
pose they will say, as didthe ardent Frenchman, when he was 
told that the facts did not support his theory: so much the 
worse, said he, for the facts—tant pis pour les faits; the facts 
may or may not be true, the theory must be. i 

The following is the statement of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury of the amount of bank capital and circulation on the Ist 
January, 1837, in round numbers: ` 


_ Capital Circulation. 
State of New York $37.000.000 $24,000,000 
City of New York 20;000,000 9,500, 
South Carolina 9.500.000 7,000,000 
Charleston 8.000 000 6,000,000 
Pennsylvania 58.000,000 25,000.000 
Philadelphia 45,600,000 20.000.0°O 
Georgia 11,500,000 5,000,000 
Alabama. 10.000.000 7,500,000 
jana 37,000 000 8.000,000 
: sippi 13.000.000 5,000,000 
Massachusetts 38,000,000 10,000, 


s 000, 

These facts and figures speak for themselves. It will not be 
pretended that a small city or State, with little commerce, re- 
quiresas much currency as those which are larger and have 
greater commerce. Upan what ratio will you regulate it? That 
of population, or commerce, or, what is the nearest approxi- 
mation toa just ratio, a combined one of population and com- 
merce. New York has ten times the population of Charleston, 
and is entitled on that principle to etghty millions. It has 
twenty, It has forty times the commerce, and, on that ratio, 
to three bundred and twenty millions: on a componnd ratio of 
numbers and of commerce, to twenty-five times as much, which 
is two hundred millions. It has twenty. And so of all the 
Southern cities. New Orleans, wth one-tenth of the trade, 


and onewixth of the population of Kew York. has one-third. 


tuore of banking capital. Ir is still more strikingly shown in the 
cases of Philadelphia, which, with one-third. of the population, 
and less. than-a fifth of the commerce of New York, has three 
“times the bank capital. Not less striking is the case of Boston. 
Why has New York co far outstripped them both? Will any 
@ne, in the face ofthese facts, hold up his head, and attribute the 
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power and prosperity of New York te the banking system? But 
itisto the deposite of public funds that the great prosperity of 
New York is. owing. How much has been, on an average, de- 
posited there at any-one time? Not morethan three or four 
millions. Addthat tothe capital and currency of that eity, and 
how strikingly unequal, ‘still, is the statement. : : 

I do not suppose that it will he pretended tbat public money 
has any peculiarly refreshing and invigorating quality, any 
more than so much private capital. This wi-ole notion: about 
derosites isa sheer and downright fallacy. The money is not 
deposited in New York, unless collected there. No bank issues 
to the whole amount of its deposites; a portion of it, generally 


half, remains locked up, and is, to that extent, a diminution of ` 


currency, and therefore an embarrassment instead of an aid to 
commerce. Of all the extravagancies that ever have been 
broached by intelligent men, this is the greatest—to attribute 
the commercial power of New York to causes so-obviously in- 
sufficient. What made Amsterdam so long the commercial 
metropolis of the continent; London of all Europe; Glasgow of 
Scotland? Who can tell, or what sane man would have. attri- 
buted either to any onecause? The advantages of New York 
are vast and innumerable. The most perfect }ecal position, 
enormous accumulation of capital, regular packets, and ships 
without number, and, more than all, facilities of inland trans- 
portation, unequalled and perfect, by which goods imported 
there are distributed all over the United States. If New York 
had nota single bank, the currency of other States would. accu- 
mulate there more than at any other point. T met im New 
York, a few days since, a friend who had gone to- obtain funds 
to set on foot a bank in Arkansas. J asked him if he wished 


gold and silver. He said no; that forthe greater part he pre- | 


ferred exchange on New York. He was right, sir; andthe fact 
is the most conclusive refutation of all-these fallacies These 
are means by which the trade of the South, and of much of the 
West, may be brought back to our own city of Charleston. 
But it never will be done if relianceis placed upon every new 
theory, more political than commercial, that is started. ` One, 
and the chief of these meansis our great enterprise of commu- 
nicating with the West; by that, and similar works, this, to the 
South, great end may be attained, and I hope and believe it will 
be. thope so, sir,from every consideration of interest. as well 
as every feeling of affection. Ishould love that venerabie old 
city, if for no hing else but that it held the bones of the Rut- 
ledges, the Laurenses and the Pinckneys; and now, in her day 
of calamity and suffering, that feeling is almost one of devot on. 
But I willnot supportevery wild and impracticable theory be- 
cause Tam told, on any authority, that it will benefit Charles- 
ton, when I-have no shadow of doubt that the effects will be the 
very reverse. J called, some time since, for a- report showing 
the reccipts and expenditures in each of the States. The Secre- 
tary has not responded tothe call, and I must, therefore, take 
the report of 1834, the last that has been made. In that. the 
amounts received and expended, in the several States, were us 
follows, in round numbers: 


Collected. Expenied, 
Vermont . . $179,000 $272,000 
New Hampshire - 16.000 418,000 
Rhode Island . 119,000 381,000 
Connecticut - - 47,000 305,000 
$361,000 $1,336,000 
Collected, Expended, 
Louisiana - ` 1,000,000 000 
Mississippi - - .1,000,000 316,000 
Alabama ~. . 721,000 374,000 
$2,721,000 $1,036,000 


The four New England States receive more than a million 
more than is collected. The three Southern States collect one 
million seven hundred thousand more than is re-expended. 
The three middie States collect two millions, and receive three. 
Now, sir, that the fiscal operations of the Government operate 
injuriously to us. I do not doubt, and have often asserted here. 
But, in a demand of specie for Government dues, I see only an 
aggravation of the evil. Whilst bank paper is the ‘currency, 
andthe banks pay specie, the pressure of these unequal dis- 
bursements 1s less severely felt. It is arranged and alleviated 
by the silent operations oftrade and commerce. But adopt the 
specie system, and the specie must be transported, or kept 
where it Is collected at an equal cost, and it cannot be evaded. 
Suppose there was now in Mobile a million in specie belonging 
to the Government, how would you use it?) I have been an- 
sweredin conversation, by prominent advocates of this policy, 
by transporting the specie. That is my opinion. If the Go. 
vernment does not do it, ihe officer or employee to whom a 
draft isgiven, or the merchant or bank into whose handsit falis 
will; or he will only allow the specie to remain by being paid 
forit. In the last five years two millions and a half have been 
collected in Charlesten—certainly less than a millior and a half 
paid outin the State. Suppose that amount collected in specie, 
and transferred, does it not unavoidably diminish our currency, 
not one million only, but three? For one million of specie isa 
safe basis for three of currency. Does it pot add just that much 
to the currency of the place to which it is transferred? Mr. 
Crawford, in 1817, saw this, and saw, also, that anv peculiar 
currency, being adopted by the Government, would tend to the 
advantage of that section east of this city, where Government 
disbursements were chiefly made; and this effec: is infinitely 
increased when that currency is goldand silver, which is the basis 
of athree-fold paper currency. 

Again, in New York, the money paidinto the Treasury is al- 
most immediately paid out again, and isavailable to pay duties 
twenty times ina week. Not soin Charleston; itis locked up, 
and, only unlocked to be transferred. New York not only 
retains what is paid there, but much that is paid elsewhere 
flows into New York. Take the case, stated beiore, of the pay- 
master in Arkansas, whe sells the Gove-nment drafton New 
York. It gets.into the hands of merehants—what for? To 
draw the specie? No; but to pay te the importing merchant 
in the city, It moves there ina continual circle, and cireulates 
like the blood, one moment in the head, the next in tho feet. 
But asto the cities of the South. it is blood taken from the arm; 
and, under such a sysem, it is demonstrably true, that the 
more goods we import at the South, the worse for ns—the 


more duties we should pay, and the more specie with vawn | 


fromus. Ineed not be told that snch is, and always has been, 
thecase. To a certain, but an infinitely less extent, it has. Un- 
der the system of receiving convertible bank paper, the vis 
medicatriz of commerce and-trade has. greatly diminished the 
injurious effects. i 


incréase prices. Ask the farmer to which: market: he prefers 
that his merchant should go, to:Charleston or New York? Bisye- 

ly- WIJF be, to that-where he can layth his-goods cheapest: 
ka he knows that the cheaper he buys, the ‘cheaper he can 
sell.. Ifbe can buy -as cheap in Charlesion, there is iio need of 
artificial checks to competition; if he has to pay higher prices, 


Hine Ei 
the consumer ultimately. pays. the diference. ` Ni Sw, sir, ifany 
‘State in the South wishes to force the increase of importation 
in their own cities, nothing is easier... Let the Legislature pro- 
vide by law.to pay.one-half the duties on all goods’ imported; 
my life on it, the importations thére will, be, énormously in- 
creased, and, if I am not mistaken, at some. risk; of dissatisfac- 
tion when the people come to be taxed to pay the money. 

The Souty, itis said, raises the staples which are needed in 
foreign markets, and has, therefore, the command of foreign 
specie. A greater fallacy never was uttered. We raise these 
staples, it is true, but they are marketable commodities,and ar, 
any body’s who can pay for them. How but incotton do w 
pay?, How can we pay for the immensé amounts which w® 
annually purchase of Northern’ commodities;. such articles a® 
we. are obligedto have, and which the Northern people cans 
furnish uson better terms than any one élse—negro cloth, shoes, 
hats, carriages, furniture; all articles of wood, leather, furs; in 
short, all articles of which the raw material constitutes the 
chief element of value?: ‘Then they. have cotton as wéllas we 
have, andthe same command of foreign sp cie as we haye, Let 


_ usstate a case, “4 


A new bank is about to be established, and every body wants 
specie from Europe to take stock. An. enterprising yankee 
comes to the South with a cargo of the articles I have enumera- 
ted. Has he avy difficulty in obtaining our cotton? , But a New 
York merchant wants a hundred’ thousand’ dollats in apecie 
from Engiand; so does a merchant of Augusta. They. hoih have 
the money in bank hotes of their respective cities.” The New 
Yorker deposites his money in the Manhattan bank, goes'to Au- 
gusta and sells bills at ten. percent. ‘:premiuin. | He has- tien 
$110,000, whilst th» Augusta merchant has $100,000; so, that he 
can ship, his cotton to Liverpool, and bring back his specie with 
the same amount with which.the Augusta erchant-has his.cot- 
ton in the warehoyse in Angusta... And this isthe command of 
foreign specie which our staples and an.adverseexchange give 
us—another case, | suppose, where the factsanid theory. do not 
agree. So much the worse for the facets But, sir, J go further 
and do not hesitate to say that, if specie ‘n large amounts is 
brought into the country, it is done exclusively at the cost ef 
those who furnish the staples of foreign commerce. Such al- 
ways has been the case, und always will be.. Specie never is 
imported without a depression at the same time in. the price of 
cotton. Itisa melancholy instance of party infatuation to see 
Southern men chuckling at the importation of specie, attended, 
as it ever has been, by the fall of cotton. Suppose we deter- 
mine ona metallic currency, or, what is equivalent, bank paper 
representing specie, dollar for dollar. No one will say that 
we have too much currericy. now. I think it demonstrable 
that we have never had enovgh.. France, with double our 
population and less commerce, has’ eight hundred millions 
of dollars; and prices are not swollen in France. Itis one 
of the cheapest countries in Europe. We, ‘then, are enti- 
ued to four hundred millions, whilst we never bave had the 
half of it, But, even take it at what it now is, whence is 
the hundred millions to come? Tt must come chiefiy from 
England, our greatcustomer. It istoo manifest to need argu- 
ment, that whilst the whole country receives the benefit. we 
pay the expense in the diminished price of our staples, Eng: 
land has about thirty-five millions sterling. Suppose. half of 
that. is withdrawn, will not prices fall? Cotton, with every 
thing else. Will not the manufacturers dismiss their workmen? 
cotton accumuiate and demand diminish? Is not a fall in price 
the inevitable efiect?. Ihave no eartkly doubt that it is the, ine 
terest of the cotton planter that specie should be sent from this 
country to England, and not that it should he brought. from 
England to this country. That we are more interested in the 
currency of England being abundant, than that it should be so 
here, for the obvious reason that the more abundant money is 
the higher will prices be, and the more animated alt commer: 
cial and manufacturing interests; anditis ihe price in England 
which fixes the price of cotton in thiscounury.. The fable,sir, 
of the hoy and his goose doesnot represent greater folly than 
for a cotton planter to desire an increase of our ows-curtency 
at the expense of diminishing that.of England. Again, if con- 
vertible benk notes are as good as specie, there can be noren 
son for a discrimination. Jf they are not, and cuties are paid in 
specie, and the goodssold for bank paper, the price is enhanced 
to the consumer to that exient. This is too obvious to need 
argument: “Is it forgotten how fiercely, and to the last, we, te- 
sisted the demand for cash duties? How near the compromise 
of 1832 was being defeated by the tenacity af Southern men cn 
that ground? What was the difference between cash. and cre- 
dit, compared with the difference between specieand bank pa- 
per? Specie is to be imported, and can only bë paid for in our 
own staples. It will not be pretended. that the. sanie ‘cotton 
will procure both-specie and merchandise. If-spécie | come, 
merchandise cannot; and we are forced to buy articles of Ame- 
rican manufacture atan enhanced price, at the same time that 
there is adeficiency of revenue from a diminished importation. 
But. siv, thisidea of receiving payment for our staples tn gold 
and silver is not a new one. “it hag been advanced before, and 
scouted by Southern statesmen‘as an. impracticable absurdity; 
literally trampled into the earth. Strange thar Southem men 
should be the first to take it up out of the dast. IG sir, T have 
not been in error as to all the principles. of trade and political 
economy, itis ef infinitely more importance to the Southern 
‘planter that there shenld he large importations, than it js at 
what particular point those importations shall be mace. Ihave 
always believed, and now do, that a nation cannoly for any 
length of tine, import more than it exports, nor export. more 
than it imports; thatal: commerce is an exchange of cquiva- 
lents; that the largémthe amount imported,. the greater hene- 
cessity.of equivalent exports; and, of consequence, . the higher 
-the prices of thé articles exported, and the greater demand’ for 


them ia foreign countries, frum an increased ability (0 pay for 
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them; and that, of necessary consequence, all impediments on 
foreign commerce are at the expense of those who furnish the 
articles Jor that commerce. S : ae 
Believing all this, sir, look with anxiety and alarm to the 
consequences. The countries of Europe are obliged to have 
cotton, it is true, but they are not obliged to have ours. It. be- 
comes us to lock well'to the conséquences before we make it 
necessary for our Customers td look elsewhere, by putting it 
beyond their power to buy of us 
of demand and supply. of that great staple, we- should be cau- 
tious how we throw the weight ofa feather in the adverse scale. 
No commercial event in the history of the wortd has produced 
such consequences as would the destruction of the value, or that 
great reduction 1n-the ‘price. of cotton which a large surplus 
would cause. ` . 
_ In conclusion, sir, allow me to say, that, inall respect for dis- 
tingnished men whe differ with me, I cannot look at the great 


changes in ourfiscal, monetary, and commercial systems, of - 


which F regard-the present measure as an important part, in 
any other light than as injurious to the whole country; and es- 
pecially to the South; and that, if adopted, when it is too late, 
that section in particular will repent the infatuation, and, with 
enaciated frame ani limbs stiffened by the long paralysis, will 
awaken to curse the illusion. ‘ 

I take this occasion to say, that, in the course which I have 
felt it my duty to take upon this subject, I have been influenced 
by no vain-giorious confidence in my own judgment, still fess 
by an ostentation of firmness in opposing what is supposed to 
be the opinion of the State. No, sir, no.. I vaiue my seat on 
this floor very Httle, indeed; but I do value, above all earthly 
honors, the confidence and approbation of those who sent me 
here; and Isleclare, in all truth and sincerity, that the Joss of 
these would not be compensated by the approval of the world 
besides. My relation to my constituents is not the ordinary one 
of constituent and representative. But, sir, Eshould be un- 
worthy to represent them, if I could hesitate one moment in 
choosing whether I should sacrifice their interest, and my own 
firm and clear conviction of duty, or their approbation and 
confidence, highly as I’ value them. ‘Constrained to take the 
conrse which I have, it was due to my constituents that I. 
should present fully the reasons that-have influenced me. I 
sincerely thank the committee for the opporwunity it has given 
me of doing so. > 


REMARKS OF MR. JOHNSON, 


Or MARYLAND. 


Inthe House of Representatives, May 12 1838—On the Trea- 
sury Note Bill. 

Mr. Rosurrson having moved an amendment to the Trea- 
sury note biil, proposing to substitute a provision authorizing a 
Joan for the provision authorizing the issue of Treasury notes— 
the hour being late, and the Committee of the Whole refusing 
midtions to rise— fae i 

Mr, W. COST JOHNSON said that he did not rise forthe 
purpose of entering upon the general discussion of the bill under 
consideration, and the various. amendments which have beer 
oftured. He would not think of doing so at that late hour of the 
night. Nor would he feel authorized in doing so at any subse- 
quent stage of this discussion, until those members who had not 
spoken during the extra session, or this, upon the various finan- 
cial schemes, had an opportunity of giving their views, as he 
knew that there were many who were anxious to discuss the 
subject. His purpose was to urge upon the majority, who had 
go often voted down motions for the committee to rise, with 
Jeave to sit again, the propriety of an adjournment. He had 
heard no argument urged sufficiently strong. to convince him 
that this House should spend but a day anda half in examin- 
ing a bil! which authorized the Secretary of the. Treasury to 
issue another ten millions of Government paper—irredeemable 
post notes. It was agrave subject, involving the whole finan- 
cial policy of the nation, and operated immediately or remote- 
ty upon not only the interest of every State, but upon the wel- 
fare of almost, every individual in the nation, It should be 
cautiously and wisely examined. Amidall the confusion and 
excitement of this late night session, it was impossible. to care- 
fully and cautiously examine the bill and the amendments of- 
fored. j ` 

But weare tuld[said Mr. 3.] that the bill must be p:ssed to- 
night, for the Treasury is empty, and the public creditors, yes, 
the offi ers of Government, are striking loudly at the Treasury 
door, and the sound will reverberate in this Mall. He would say, 
Jet them strike. The people require relief, aud they were first 
jn his contemplation, Pass “my bill” for eight hundred thou- 
sand pounds “to-morrow,” said Henry the Eighth to Edward 
Montazue, of the House of Commons, “or else to-morrow this 
head of yours will be of.” The day for such logic has passed. 
The people have made this House not to be the quiet recording 
office of Executive edicts, but the purse holding as well as the 
purse creating power of Government, in which all money- 
measures shall originate. And it was their design: that they 
should befully and feariessly discussed. Obey the Constitu- 
tion and asi for a loan, and all sides of this {Touse will respond 
favorably to it, though they may grieve at the prodigality or 
bad management which has brought us to such a crisis. 

Where was the plan of relief for the people? Waen.it was 
fot the coumty he would rsjorce in supporting tt. These 
Treasury notes had not yet reached the pockets of his consti- 
tuents, ulthoug’ ten millions had been issued. If any had been 
in his district, they had found no abiding place there; they had 
only passed through it in the pockets of a few travellers, or in 
trunsilu with members of Congress. He would never vate 
for any means of revenue or currency that would not enter in- 
to the circulation of the interior of the country, mto- the basi: 
ness transactions of the /armers, the mechanics, and the retail 
merchants. His district was agricultural, and to that interest 
he tarned his thoughts most anxiously, and responded to the 
sentiments of the gentleman from Virginia,(Mr. Mason] He 
Jouked to it, end Not at the officers of Government, whether 
high or low. They hada happy facility of getting along very 
profitably with slight aid from Congress, at least a certain Class 
of them, who wereskilled intreadhng in the distance the signs 
ín the horizon. He meant no reflections upon the upright and 
faithful, those who regarded themseives as stewards of the ge- 
neral weal. ý 


Members who doubt the wisdom of these new-invented ex ` 


` periments are deneunced as bank agents. He was fora Nation- 
al Bank, most true, chartered upon safe and salutary princi- 
pies; aud it wasa severe reflection on Oongress, if it had not 


; might de evil. 


In the now trembliag balance . 


„city to question their wisdom, he is to be denounced. 
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wisdom enough to frame a charter that would prevent a Bank 


from being an instrument of evil; and thesagacity of Congress _Ț 


was limited, indeed. if it could not frame one to be an institu- 
tion for salutary and beneficial purposes. It was narrow: rea- 
soning to argue against any institution that in possibility it 
The same reasoning might be urged to abolish 
Congress; fot Congress may do evil. It may. levy onerous 
taxes; yet would you, for that reason, take from it the power 
to levy taxes? A degree of confidence, as well as a degree of 
discretion, must be tolerated, or all human institutions must be 
abolished. Bad as human nature is, hie believed that its good 


„traits preponderated over its evil propensities. 


He would not discuss the subject of a fixed policy of finance 
at thistime. > g . 

There. was butone bank in-his distriet; its capital-did not, he 
be.ieved, exceed one hundred thousand dollars. It was well 
conducted, and he never heard any individual complain of 
either its officers or its mode of doing business.- He thought 


_ banks necessary, and would be the jast to wage a general and 


indiscriminate war against them. He would perhaps take 
some more suitable occasion, at least one more congenial with 
his feelings, to-trespass upon the time of the House. His ob- 
ject was to urge an adjournment. ` 

The committee must well remember the expectation 
awakened bythe chairman of the financial committeé, when he 
moved, upon one occasion, to lay aside the .duelling report in 
order to take up this Treasury note bill; that he stated that 
there would be a full discussion upon it. Can it have been 
forgotten that, in making his long and elaborate opening 
apeech, but yesterday, he boldly threw the gauntlet of defiance, 
and fully challenged debate upon the financial schemes of the 
Executive, in which he has so largely participated? After all 
this gallant display, will you shrink from scrutiny? 

‘The honorable chairman has been adreit andskilful. An ap- 
proptiation bill was hurried through, but.a short time ago, up- 
on the ground that the public exigencies. required its immedi- 
ate passage. It slumbered long in the Senate; and why? Be- 
cause, as was admitted, there was no money in the Treasu y. 
Now, this bill, which should have preceded that, was kept iu its 
rear, because, forsooth, you must now cirry this through by 
storm to give the other effect. And thus bills which lavish or 
create millions are tobe snuggled through both Houses, and 
both Houses are to be muzzled; and if a member has the awla- 
li such 
things age tolerated, the days of dictatorship and passive obedi- 
ence aretruly at hand. 

You mistake the people, if you suppose that they will cen- 
sure those who ask and demand a full investigation of the fin- 
cial policy of the Government. 'Tliey will censure and distrust 
those who shrink fram it. There is no law of human naiure 
woreceriain. These financial schemes reach, in their opera- 
tron, the most remote and hidden fibres of society; and every 
man ia the nation has felt the pressure, and looks to Congress 
for some mode of amelioration—some general system of re- 
dress., They do not want to see a Treasury bank, to coin large 
notes which they never see, much less possess; nor Sub-Trea- 
suries, with their.swarms of receivers general, and such digni- 
taries, who are to fatten’on the hard earnings uf the plain, un- 
pretending, and industrious. < ` Pia 

They do not desire to see the Government separated from the 
peeple, and the public servants made proudly superior to their 
masters. He knows but little of tne human keari who believes 
the people, will tolerate it with complacency. Hefhas wrongly 
studied the American character if he believes that the people 
of this nation will endure it. - < 

Mr.-J. was anxious to see the committee rise, and report pro- 
gress, and have the amendments pending printed. He was de- 
siroue to see a yote tiken upon each amendment proposed. 
But he felt fully assured in saying that if the committee re- 
ported the bill to the House that night, without having leave to, 
sit again, no vo'e would be taken on the amendments; the same 
vote that would refuse an adjournment would sustain the pre- 
vious question. Te- was, he expecte!, in the recollection of 
many members of the conimittee, that, during the extra session, 
he had moved an amendinent to the Treasury note bill late one 
night, about 12 o'clock, to limit the time of issuing Treasury 
notes; he supported it, with his reasons for offering it. Upon 
the vote on his amendment, it was Jost in the committee by six 
votes, upon a division. The next day a gentleman from New 
York, now in his eye, {Mr. Bronson,] picked up his amend: 
ment m the House, and offered it, and it passed almost unani- 
mously. Then one night's meditation, or sleep, effected a won- 
derful change. {Mr. Bronson said it was crue he:had offered 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maryland, but he had 
given notice, in Committee of the Whole, that he should do s0,} 

Mr. Joinson said that he did not allude to it in unkindness, 
and was not annoyed in the least that his name did not appear 
on the journal. Ii was for a different purpose that he alinded 
toit. Ie would say, however, that he had also given notice 


‘that he would renew his motion: he had been urged by the very 


gentleman to do so, which that gentleman must recollect, unless 
he has a lapse of memory. He had in the House repeatedly 


. tried to gain the floor for that purpose; but the Speaker’s eyes 


but seldom cheered the dark side of the House where his seat 
was. x 

The gentleman from New York no doubt thouzht, with many 
of his friends, that all that they had promised would be realized. 
‘That the issue of the ten millions, anthorized by the extra ses- 
sion, would retievethe Treasury and the people, and (hat there 
woult be no repetition of the request for another issue of ten 
millions; that that issue would be the first and the last. In this 
expectation he thought, at the time, the honorable member 
woud be disappointed. He had no doubt at that time that the 
gentleman from New York would be found, like Shakspeare’s 
woodcock, “caught in his own spring:” that he would be forced 
to vote against the amendment of which he made himself the pu- 
tative author. 

Mr. J’s purpose was widely different in moving that amend- 
ment in the committee. He saw, or thought he saw, a power 
behind the throne, half veiled, half disclosed, that looked with 
anxious eye and open hand at the trembling sceptre, and anxious 
to seize it; and, to achieve such a purpose, was desirousto build 
upa vast Executive paper bank on the ruins of the late ryonster 
bank; to build up a vast political machine, bottomed on a conso- 
lidated Executive issue; yes, sir, a monster more hideous than 
any to be read of in prophets’ vision. 

What he had heard in the ather end of the Capitol, after what 
he read in the report ef the Secretary of the Treasury at the 
commencement of this session, he was. convinced that his early 
impressions were correct. The Secretary asks, upon contin- 


gencies and emergencies, to be allowed to extend the issues ` 


| on Congress every 
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Buch is. the caauious language: hè to- be the sole judge.” ‘The | 
plain English of all is, to give hinv the power tó judge of the 
amount, time, and circumstanées,to gradually and progressively 
establish an Executive bank to-issue á new. sort sfcontinental 
paper money. i art š neia 

It was toavoid such a national calamity thathewas induced to 
urge the amendment he did. ~~ I See 2 ee Ses 

a further proof, it wagnot until yesterday that thé 
moved an amendment, limiting the time. for the: propose: i 
Ii was not until he discovered that, without it, hisbill would fail. - 
It was then he adopted Saricho’s philosophy, that half a loaf was | 
better than no bread, and concluded to do himself, with ‘good 
grace, what he would be forced to submitite. 0 ++ oe 

` Ofall the national calamities he would most.deplore, thé-one’ 
which he would. most strive against would be ta see the: whole 
power. over money, exchange, State banks, and ‘commerce, 
swallowed: up.and devoured by the monster of an-Executive 
bank. - And:this vast machine in the ‘hands of the most: know- 
ing—Mr. Levi Woodhury. ~ Adrop a - 

Why, Mr. Chairman, if you.were te give him the power to 
establish a paper mil} and a reservoir of: ink by the side of bis 
office, to make. paper money at will, he would then have to call 
ear to enlarge his discretion and power. 
Mr. J. had no confidence in his Treasury notes, his Treasury 
circulars, his specie circulars, nor his Treasury orders; they 
change as quick as the chamelion, and are as vacillating as the 
wind. His folly has brought the indigent to ruin, and the 
wealthy to want; and yet we are called on to trust to this most 
sapient counsellor. ` ar 7 . 

Here Mr. Jounson gave way to Mr. Cuampenrs, who moved’ 
that the committee should rise: ayes 89, noes 89. 

The Cnam announced that the majority have it. There wes 
agreat noise and confusion. Some vorce asked the Cuain. if 
it had voted? He said no. The Cuamm then voted in the ega- 
tive. ; f : 

Mr. J. was about resuming, when Mr. Rogertson,.rose to a 
point of order. Mr, R. said that afwe the Cuam had decided 
the motion to adjourn, it could not vote. There was too much 
confusion to hear. ERA 

Mr. Cortis; Mr. Duncan, Mr. Apams, and Mr. RoserTson 
spoke. There were many cries of questiov, and the CHAIR 
wis propounding the question, if the committec. would: rise, 
when ee , A Ti : 

Mr. Jounson again rose and said that he demanded te know 
if he was not entitled to the floor, as he had only yielded itto 
a privileged question. ee 

The Cuar said he had aright to proceed. (Great noise.) 

Mr. J. said that he believed that the chairman was a member 
of the Naval Committee, and- would most respectfully ask him 
if he had ever ascended from the Chesapeake, the Potomac, 
which, from the Indian, means the river of swans, in one of 
Fulton’s magnificent steamboats. . The: prospect is beautiful: 
you see not only one of the most beautiful streams in the 
world, but the scenery is picturesque.and delightful. When on 
deck, you perceive a most strange optical delusion: a promor- 
tory of land projecting far into the river, and reaching alrnost 
on the opposite bank to an acute point. You wonder how a 
steamer can pass it; but, as you near it, you find this seeming. 
acute angle rounding gradually and most gracefully, and really 
exhibiting no point at all. “Fhis promontory, like the point 
started, but not raised, by your decision, is calied, by mariners, 
Point No Point. We have, said Mr. J. on the Potomac, as 


‘many carious points as those started, and as often strangely 


decided, in ‘this House, 
there is np 


Jn: thé Janguage of the river melody, 
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Then you have decided that we have Just had polat no point: . 
when we shall have point again, was not for him to determine. 
He would say, however, that he had no doubt that the gentlc- 
man from Virginia was correct, and the Carr was. wrong; but ` 
he would yield to the decision of the Car; as he had often per- 
ceived that there were gentlemen who were under -the influence, 
occasionally, of either optical or mental delusions, and would 
leave it to others to decide, amid the noise and the glimmering 
lights of this Hall, which may have influericed the CHa cr 
others. But this was not germain to the subject, er to his 
purpose, a y5 

He would ask the committee, in all candor, ifit was wise to 
legislate amid the restive and anxious feeling which has. been 
so often manifested? Was it not due to common courtesy for 
the majority to yield to the urgent feelings of the minority?—a 
majority not only strong in number, but powerful in talent—a 
minority that could suspend all action of the committee by re- 
tiring, and destroying thereby a quorum. He would not advise 
the minority to retire, but he would say that when the hour hand 
and the minute hand joined at the figure twelve, he would retire 
to his chamber. He would not join further in the contest, to 
see if we could wear out the political or the physical constitu. 
tion the fastest. He would not spend the Sabbath in inquiring if 
Government paper money was a curse or a national blessing. 
His reading and reftections ofthe past had informed him that 
Government issues of paper had always resulted in injurious 
consequences. The Royal Bank of France, the Government 


- paper issues of Austria and Russia, all proved it. The history 


of our own country, the history of bills of credit—end your 
Treasury notes are nothing more, theugh technical lawyers 
may discover a distinction without a difference—from the time 
they were first issued by Massachusetts, in 1690, by New York, 
South Carolina, and the other colonies, by the Revoluvonary 
Congress, in the form of redeemable continental paper, to the 
present time, have always proved ruinous. And yet you will 
not stop to deliberate, and to pause, and to counsel, on such 
grave questions, which have such immense sequences: in 
their reault. To doubt, is to be accused of suspicion unworthy; 
to oppose, is to be denounced, : ; 

He would ash in candor, iftheré was not too much. of parti- 
aan feeling wor 


ed np in these serious national questions. Ques- 
tions of currency should be divested of a!l such considerations. 
For one, he grieved at thestrong fanaticism ofparty which had 
so long existed in thiscountry. No public man, who was not 
ultra on the one side or the other; could receive the confidence 
of any large-portion of the people. “For himself, he cared not 
for political results, and. would: freely avow that he always 
looked with distrust upon any party in power, in ejiher State or 
National Government. : SEL > a 
The proscriptive feeling of both parties was hut a modified 
form of that crusade which drove half of Europe to lose its best 
blood on the dry sands of Asia. Under other forms, it exists 


582 foe 


257 Cone-++-2np Sass. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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in this country. i t n 
portion ofthis Union unsex themselves, to mingle in political 
questions; which makes both of the two strong parties in this 
country cordially dislike, and bitterly persecute, every high- 
minded man who will not be as rancorous as themselves; th 
makes @ gent : bea A 
of feeling, aut stunds upon his Americanism, and deigns.to 
think and to act for himself, at once placed between the cross- 
fire of both parties, and denounced by each. The very man 
who most deserves ibe confidence of the peopis, is the last, too 
often, to gain it; whilst a time serving politician, who issome- 
times on one side, sometimes on the other, the loudest wherever 
he is to be found, is called a patriot, and the most to be caressed 
by each, and the first to be honored ond promoted. 

Let the imid and ambitious adopt their own course; he would 
commend the seutiment of his friend from South Carolina, 
(Gen. THomHson;] do as one’s conscience and judgment ap- 
proves, and trust to the good sense of an honest and high mind- 
ad constituency. For himself, he would net desire a seat in 
Congress, if he was to be muzzled and handceffed. He would 
not submit himself to the debasement for the honor of the place. 

Bur he had already said more than twice as much as he had 
jatended when he rose; and would conclude by saying that the 
committee might force the question that night, but it would bè 
difficult for it to eoerce the people into an acquiescence of either 
jis policy or its justice. 


REMARKS OF MR. HARPER, OF OHIO, 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Mr. HARPER, of Ohio, nextrose and said: 

Mr. Chairinan; In rising to address you on the subject under 
consideration, I am not actuated by a desire to ‘embarrass the 
Administration in obtaining the necessary supplies to enable it 
to fulfil all its engagements. Heretofore, T. have deemed it my 
duty, and believed it would bestsubserve the interests of those 
wim I represent on this floor, to bear, rather than to speak, to 
listen to the voice of experience and wisdom, and noi to delay 
the action ofthis branch of the National Legislature, by obtrud- 
ing upon itany remarks of mine,in disposing of the numerous 
andl important subjects, of both a public and private character, 
which, in my estimation, demand a prompt decision, It is 
true, sir, I was well aware it was my pvivilege;. but never, 
until this moment, did I consider it my duty. Sic, I presume 
thereis xo doubt that the public coffers are empty, or nearly so, 
and, for one, I am willing to aid in replenishing them; but I de- 
sre to know why this indecent haste. ‘This bill was taken up 
for consideration yesterday, for the first time. It provides 
for issuing ten millions of Treasury notes, at least, and 
as I shall undertake to show, by and by, for a sum greatly 
beyond that amount, if, at any time hereafter, . the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury stands, or thinks he stands, in 
need of them, Why, sit, one would think the magnitude 
of the sum demanded, to say nothing of the great principle 
involved in this measure, would be ap admonition to usall to 
pause and reflect; but not so, the indications are not. to, be 
mistaken. Indeed, itis unblushingly avowed that this wigbt, the 
last of the week,an-talmost the last hour ofthe night, this-bill must 
be passed through the Committe ofthe Whole,and be reported to 
the House. Mr. Chairman, you. must have observed that, in rela- 
tion te other subjects; from the commencement of the present 
session until yesterday, whether. important or unimportant m 
principle ot amount, (those which were supposed to be con- 
pected with the pariy politics of the day excepted,) they ve- 
evived a calm and patient investigation. All must remember 
the time occupied on the question whether it was proper to 
allow interest on certain claims due by the Government for 
Revolutionary services But there is a more recent and nota- 
ple instance. ‘I'he select committee charged with inquiring 
and reporting to the House the cause of the death of the Hon. 
Mr. Ciliey had. performed that duty; and the chairman had, 
on behalf of a majority, presented to the House the result of 
their “labor of Jove,” in the shape of a repori, Or, as lt has 
been said by some, an argument. Days, nay, weeks, were em- 
played in the discussion of the question of printing that report. 
The question v admitted by allio be an important one; it 
was one of privilege, atvcting every member on this floor, and 
e immediately be honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
wvivor in that nnfortunate afir, and those whom he re- 
ed, Itis true, some were malicious enough to say that 
report was looked to as likely to stay the potiticul tempest 
which at the time was sweeping over the land. And, sir, you 
know that, however degirah ies of money may he to 
the Administration, yet at need of political capi- 
tal; ke wanted nen a as monsy; and hence the chairman 
of the Committee of V4 Means, [Me. CAMBRELENG.) 

ions, observe that he 
ied to move fora 5 on of the rulos for 
gup this hill, yet with what Christian 
meekniess he sul ed to his fate when that motion was made 
and did netsucceed! And, sir, had it not been for the amend- 
ment proposed by the honorable gentlenjau from New York, 
f My, Srevey,] the object of which was tohave the names of 
ali who were present, aiding or abetting in that unfortunate 
transaction, presented to this House,” the discussion might, for 
aught l know, bem progress at this hour. ‘Che flutteriig pro- 
duced by that motion in a certain quarter was obvious, and ree 
in laying the subject on thelable. Hew long it will sieep 
e, will be for the party to whow the gentleman belongs to 
de Otha instances migh: be cited, ia which questions 
received,as they deserved, the free and dispassionate conside- 
yation of the House; yet, important as they were, they were 
Sut as dustin the balance, ia comparison with the question 
under consideration. Fa F 

Yet, sir, this question js to be pressed 10 a final decision this 
night, and not a single hour is to beallowed for reflection, not- 
withstanding. the numerous amendments offered by honorable 
gentlemen, all of them important and well worthy of conside- 
ration; the last of which, proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia; [Mr Sroarr.] has net heen an hour in the possession o! 
the committee. li has. been considered heretofore-that the Con- 
stitution of the United Siates, in virtne of the provisions of 
which we are here assembied, secured to usand conferred upon 
usail the powers of a deliberative body; and such has been the 
practice heretofore, until within some years past; but now you 
are toact, not deliberate. Here isa bill proposing to tax ihe 
people cen millions of dollars By the isene of Treasury: nutes 10 
that- amount; a loan on the part of the Government to supply 
its ordinary expenditures; -yes, sir, a loans disguise it as you 


u 


the purpose 


Itis that which makes many women in one . 


anan; who boldly throws himself upon his pride , 


may; and we, the representatives of thepeople; are not to. be 
allowed the poor privilege of comparing this bill with the 
amendments which have been or muy ‘be proposed to it, and 
deciding which will be the best mode of supplying the wants of 
the Government, and at the same time the least onerous and 
burdensome to the people. No; we are told we must pess this 
bill as itis; we must,as was saidon another occasion by the 
chairman of the Ways and Means, “ toe the mark ;? “now. is 
the day andn»w the hour.” This bill must pass, 
for the precise amount of ten’ millions of dollars ; and those 
dollars to be in ‘Treasury notes, and nothiig else. “Yes, sir, the 
term “musi”? has been employed; this term grated on my eat; 
it is the language of a.superiur’to an inferior.” Here, or else- 
where, I permit So mia to assume the stiperiority over me. 1 
submi! to ne dictation from any quarter, nor shail the freemen 
whom I represent be degraded, through me, by an acquiescence 
un my part in this assumed superiority. To those who. are 
friendly to this measure, deliberation is doubtless unnecessary; 
they do potact on their own volition; thereis a mind. and an 
impulse elsewhere, which directs all their movements. Happy 
state of apathy and irresponsibility! With me it is otherwise. 
I cannot consult with those whose interests Iam bound to pro- 
tect. I desire, therefore, a shori time for deliberation, that I 
may examine the various propositions before the committee; 
thai I may give my support to the ene which, in my opinion, 
will most promote :he interests of the people. 

The pertinacity with which the chairman of the Ways and 
Means adheres to this particular mode of furnishing supplies 
for the wants of the Government is to me most extraordinary; 
jf cannot surely be from mere pride ef opinion.. I know the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnine] thinks itis; and 
that as Dr. Sangrado wrote a book to prove the great utility. of 
worm water and depletion in the cure of all manner of diseases, 
so the Administration, having, at the last and present session 


< been in favor of this particular mode of supplying the wants of 


the Treasury, are determined to adhere to it, regardless of its 
propriety as a financial measure, or its effects on the great inte- 
rests of the country. Me. Chairman, I cannot but think that 
there are other and more powerful reasons influencing the 
friends ofthis measure than pride ofopinion. ‘The Administra- 
tion has been repeatedly charged, and | am not aware that the 
charge has been denied, with a desire to establish a Treasury 
bank. Pass this bill, and the first step, which is always the 
most important, willhave been taken. In proof that such is the 
design, I beg leave to call your attention to the annual message 
of the late President of the United Statesto Congress, in Decem- 
ber, 1'30. Jn speaking of the propriety of rechaxtering the 
Bank of the Uniied S:ates, he says: 

“Nothing has occurred to lessen, in any degree, the dangers 
which many of eur ciuzens apprehended from that institution 


„as at present organized. ` In the spirit efimprovement and com- 


promise which distinguishes cur.cousuy and its institutions, it 
becomes us to inquire whetheér it be not possible to secure thé 
advantages afforded by the present Bank, through the agency of 


-a Bank of the United States, só modified as to obviate constitu- 


tional and other objections, Jt is. thought practicable to or- 
ganize such a bank, with the necessary officers, as s branch of 
the. Treasury Department, bused upon the public und indi- 
vidual deposifes, without power to make loans or purchase 
property, Which shail remit the lunds of the Government; and 
the expenseof which may be paid, if thougkt advisable. by al- 
Jawing its officers to sell billy of exchange to privale individu- 
uls at a moderale premium.” 

From the period when this message was delivered until the 
close of the late Administaation, whenever allusion was made 
by the late President of the United States, in his intercourse with 
Congress, in relation to this subject, the same doctrine was in- 
cutcated. Well, sir, the present Executive, prior to his election, 
declared that, should he be so fortunate as to be elected Presi- 
dent, his highest ambition would be to be the honore} instru- 
ment of carrying out the great principles of his illustrious pre- 
decessor, and “walking generally in his (co:steps;” and the very 
first step taken by him was in strict comptiance with this pro- 


at this time, ` 


mise, When we.assemb!ed here at the last or extra session, as 
jtis sometimes called, tor the purpose, and no other, as we were 
tald, of providing supplies for the wants of the Government, 
one of the meansrecommended by the President in his message, 
to effect that object, was by the-issue of Treasury notes, He 
says: 

“Jt is not proposed to procure the required amount. by Joans 
or increased taxation. There are now in the Treasury nine 
milion three hundred and sixty seven. thousand two hundred 
and fourteen dollars, directed: by the act of the 23a June, 1836, 
to be deposited v he States in Octaber next. This sum, if 
so deposited, wil snbject, under the law, to.be recalled, if 

4 i “approprimions; and as itis now evi- 
ov the principal part of it, will be wanted 
ppears nost proper that the deposite shonid 
Unti the amount can be collected from the banks, 
Treasury notes may be temporarily issued, to be gradually 
releemed as itis received ” 

Itis true, the President is not very specific on this subject; 
he was too mach engrossed in discoursing about banks and 
hank paper, about the constitutional currency, the. transfer and 
safe-keeping of the public money, and that great and “crown- i 
ing meicy,” the divorce of Bank and Staie, am! the establish- 
ment of the Sub-Treasury scheme. But, sir, his Secretary of 
the Treasury was nore communicative in his report accom- 
panying the message of the President. He is quite explicit. 
Speaking of the means best adapted to supplying the wants of 
the Treasury, be says: 

“One would be, to authorize the issue of Treasury notes, re- 
ceivable for all public dues, but without interest. These would 
differ. from the drafts cr checks now. in use, only as the latter 
are given for immeciafe payment, and drawn- on persons or 


3 


banks having public money sufficient to meet them, and, canse- | 


quently, the holders must be exposed to the trouble and ex- 
pense of presenting them at the places where payable; still 
they are neatly on a par with spec In the present deranged 
state of bank paper and exchange, aud in the favorable condi- 
tion of the. General Government, by its ample resources and 
exemplion from pecuniary liabilities, to impart the greatest 
confidence im respect to the redemotion of such notes, it is 
probable that ihey would readily be taken at par by most of the 
public creditors. Especially- would this be likely to happen 
provided they were issued in denominations as low as twenty, © 
Afty, and one hundred dollars.” i 

la accordance with the recommendation of the President and 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Congress passed the act of the 
32th of October, 1837, authorizing the emission of ten millions 
of Treasury notes. The measure was adepted with great 


`of prosperity 
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-reluctance by. many, as. they asserted at the time, and man; 
‘were the protestations, publicly and privately, then, and Buch, 
has been the case ai the presént session, that never would they. 
again sanction another emission of Treasury notes. ‘The excuse 
for resorting to this unusual.mode of replenizhing the Treasury 
at that time was, that there existed a great pressure in the trade 
and commerce of the country, produced by:what was called - 


„revulsion in trade, and the suspension of specie pay menis by ` 


the bavks. ‘That this state of things would be of short dura 
tòn asthe causes were temporary which produced 1f,. s0- 8: 
temporary relief to. the-Treasury, by authorizing the tssuing of 


“ten millions of dollars of ‘Treasury notes, would relieve it of 


all embarrassment; and thereafter the Government would rê- 
sort to the usual mode of raising money to supply the wantsof 
the Treasury. But, sir, itseems that this method-of raising the 
supplies ic io be the settled policy of the Admmistrati ‘n; thata 
freasury bank in fact, whatever it may, be in name, is to be 
esiablished.. You doubtless remember that the biji, as reported 
by the Committee of Ways asd Means, at the last session of 
Congress, contained’ no limitation as to the time in which the 
notes should be issued, nor did it contain any provision for can- 
celling them after they should be: returned to the Treasury. 
The proviso to the 12th section, which provides for this abject, 
was adopted-by the House, on the motion of the honorable gen- 
tieman from Kentucky, (Mr. Sourneats.} But for this pro- 
vigo, the notes might, and no doubt would, have been reissued; 
so that, instead of fiirnishing the Government with supplies to 
the amount of ten millions, a grant, in effect, would have been 
made of thirty or furty millions; the amount depending, alono, 
on the discretion of the Secretary ofthe Treasury. Had the bill 
passed without the proviso, does any man believe we-should be 
called on at this time for an additional ten millions? «J, for one, 
do not. The Treasury would, in that event, have been as inde- 
pendent of Congress as it desires to be of the people.. : 

Well, sir, the bill on your table provides for issuing ten mil- 
lions of Treasury notes, in pursuance of the act of the, 12th of 
October, 1837; but it does not provide that, when received in 
payment by the Treasury, they shalt be cancelled; io pursu- 
ance cf the provision of that act. “On the contrary, it is avowed 
that itis intended they shall be. reissued, if, in the opinion of 
the Treasury Department, it shall be necessary: so to. do. “In: 
deed, the President, in his revent-message on this subject, says: 

“The principal difficulty arises from a prohibision in the pre: 
sen’ law to reissue such Treasury notes as might be paid in be- 
fore they fal! due, and may be effectually obviated by giving thé 
Treasury during the whole-year.the benefit of the full amount 
originally authorized; the remedy would seem to be obvious 
end easy ” z gi. WEP ead RG a ; 
And the Secretary in his communication accompanying that 
message. reiterates substantially. the; same:thing.. Here, then, 
we have a Treasury bank, established by a bill not containing 
as many Jines asii grants.millions of capital... ~ es 

Mr. Chairman, the people of thie. country are not yet prepared 
for this additional experiment. They have not forgotten. that 
in the early history of our country, when we were engaged in the 
doubtful but glorious struggle for liberty and independence, 
witha gallant and powerful nation, the Congress of that day 
was compelled to resort to continental morey to supply the 
wants of an exhausted Treasury. Even then it was done with 
reluctance. Whatexcuse can now be given to the people for 
yesorting to the same means for the same purpose?’ Lam notto 
be told that, inasmuch as we are now a more numerous and 
powerful people, possessed of boundless resources, vigor- 
out and enterprising, at peace with the whole world, and 
the Government of tiat period was engaged in war, the peo- 
ple few in number, and their limited resources dried up. 
by the vicissitudes incident to that state of things, it is, 
therefore, proper now, as it was indispensable then. This an- 
swer, six, will not satisfy the country. The people will see that 
now, as then, the Government has resorted to. a paper. cur- 
rency, founded on no capital other than its credit; and the re- 
centidiscovery, promulgated for the first time in another part of 
this Capitol, that a paper currency, founded’ on the credit: and 
resources of the Government, was superior to that supported by 
actual capital, and convertible into specie at any time at the 
pleasure of the holder, has uot, so far as I know, met with a 
javorable response from any quarter. It is a financial heresy, 
whose author, for the sake of being thought original, has in this 
respect rendered himself ridiculous. The history of the coun- 
try furnishes no example of a‘resort to. Treasury notes for the 
porposes of the Government, except in times of ‘war, and then 
only when all other means of supplying the Treasury had failed. 
But now, in à period of profound peace, with all the elements 
scattered around us in rich profusion, this system 
is attempted to be fastened on the country, not as a temporary 
measure, but one permanent in its character, For the chairman 
of the Commitee of Ways aad Means has informed us that itis . 
not expected thatthe revenue derived from the, usual and ordi: © 
nary sources will, for the ensuing three or four years, be suffi- 
cient io defray the ordinary expenditures of the Government; 
and thus, with the ten millions granted by the bill on your table, 
with the liberty to reissue itat pleasure, to say nothing of the 
calls that may. hereafter be made on Congress for a similar. pur- 
pose, or for laws te enable the Department to carry thosealready 
enacted into effect, you have a great Treasury or Government 
bank; ay, sir, a very monster, under the sole control of the Presi- 
dent, to be managed and, directed oy himalone; a great conti- 
nenial paper factory, in comparison of whose power and infu 
ence all the. banks in this Union, great and small, and of the 
dangerous tendencies of which so much has recently been “said 

r sung,” are but molehille toa mountain, 

Mr. Chairman, it is admitted on ail hands.that the act.of the 
12th of October Just, and the bill now under consideration, pro- 
vide in effect for a loan; that is, they create a national debt te 
the amount of ‘Treasury notes issued and to be reissued. under 
their provisions. I this be sce, and ho man cen deny it, why 
not have recourse te a loan at once? Why. resort to the pitiful 
subterfuge of calling this “A bilt to carry into effect an act, ap- 
proved the.12:h day of October, 1877, “io authorize the issuin, 
of Treasury. notes?” Why not deal fairly,with the people, an 
not-have recourse to deception, to indirection, and urge that 
this bill is necessary to.carry into effect the act of the 12th of 
October last? That lew is perfect in al iw parts, eusceptible 
of being carried into full and entire effect; indeed, the difficulty 
appears to be that, under the instructions of the Secretary of. 
‘the Treasury, lis provisions: have been e-rried inio effeet.too 
goon, Resort, then, sir, to.a Idan at once; create a nacional 
debt directly, and net by this indirection; meet the erisis Hke 
men; do not permit a: false delicacy to prevent you from pre. 
senting to the people a full and fair aecount of your steward- 
ship. it is due tothem, for. this Government is theite; the debt 


May, 1838. 


25ru CONG- -28D SESS. 


you are about to incar will be Lheir debt, and they will have it 
ti pay; ay, aad what does not always seem presentto the minds 
of gentlemen, we are the: people’s servants, not their masters, 
Go, then, to the people, and state to them frankly the wretched 
andbankrupt condition of the National Treasury; let them see 
how, in a faw short years, the country, from a high and palmy 
state of prosperity, has been reduced to comparative bankrupi- 
ey, the channels of their- prosperity dried up; and the bright 
and joyous expectation of procuring a competency, at Joast, if 
net wealth, for themseives and for thei-children, changed into 
doubt and uncertainty as to the future, if not into absolute and 
‘hopeless despair; present to them your empty coffers, and say 
to them, we desire to’ fill them with Treasury notes. Yes, sir, 
these very coffers, which you-were toldand taught to believe, 
for some yearspast, were to be filled to overflowing with gold 
and silver, are to be the recentacles of ‘Treasury notes only; or, 
in other words, continental money—yea, I repeat, continental 
money, for such itis, in principle, bevond dispute; and the fact 
that becauseof the ability of the Government to pay,so that 
they may not depreciate, az did those issued during tlie war of 
Revolution, can make into difference. Say to them, also, that 
the expenditures of the present year are estimated at not less 
than thirty-seven millions of dollars, and that the revenue ex- 
pected to be derived from all the sources heretofore relied on 
for that purpose will not exceed twelve or fourteen millions; 
that that sum would have been sufficient to defray all the ex- 
penses of the Government ten years ago; that, by some myste- 
rivus eperation of thé promised retrenchment and roform, the 
promise works practically inan inverse ratio, increasing the ex-- 
pense of the civil list in that short period of time near three- 
fold; and the amount that may be wanted over the amountre- 
ceived is to be supplied by issuing and reissujng Treasury notes, 
Well, sit, this dsclosure, brief and impertect asit is, may ex- 
cite some surprise; nevertheless, wy life for N, the people will 
cheerfully grant you any sum that may be necessary to pre- 
serve the faith of the Government, aud enable it to discharge 
the fust claims of atl its creditors; they «iil not stop to inquire 
who brought about the present stine of things, nor whe at pre- 
sent alministers.the affairs of the nation; they will reflect that 
it is their country, and, being so, “with all ite faults, they will 
Jove itstil,” è : 

But, sir, they will demand, and I,a representativeof a por- 
tiowof the people, here in my place, demand in their behalf, 
‘hat there shall be’ presented to us here a clear and explicit 
s.tiement, not only of the wants of the Gover, i: i, But par- 
tienlarly of all the means in its power whic mas ve applica- 
ble tothe supply of those wants. In Engiand, the Chase lor 
of the Exchequer presents his budget, Containing a clear and 
succinct statement of the amount required for the support of 
the Government, and likewise all the sources from which he 
proposes t) raise the required sam, “to his Majesty's faithful 
Commons? and they are free to choose as to the amount grant- 
ed as Well as ihe means of supplying that grant; nor could ihat 
minis‘er be sustained an hour who would undertake to invade 
that right, anddictate to the representatires of the people the 
wanner in which thesupplies should be raised. And shall wo, 


i 


representatives of the freest pèople upon earth, (we are. so at 


least in theory, whatever may be our situation practically.) 
yield a power conferred en us alone by-the Constitution; trans- 
fer the purse strings of the nation, which, by that Constitution, 
are placed exclusively in our hands, to any other department of 
the Government?_[, for one, will never consent to do so; purpose 
your loan, sir; the proposition shall have my support, rather than 
the bill on your table. The creation of a national debt appears 
to be inevitable; let be done, then,in the way most likely to 
benefit the country; or, rather, inthe way most likely to be the 
least burdensome to the people; but this direct method meets 
with no favor from the chairman af the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and those who aci with him here; they say there ig 
nothing in this world. “ike parmaceti, ^is the sovercigneat 
thing on earth for an inward bruise; nothing like Treasury 
notes, paper. money... This isthe medicine which is to eradicate 
ail the diseases of the body politic; it will replenish the 
‘Treasury; and as for the trade aad and business of the country, 
they are tobe left to take care of themselves. ‘The people 


are inthe habit of expecting too much from the Goverzment,”? 
Rather than adopt this system asa permanent one, and I have 
shown that it is the intention of its friends to make it ss, you 
had better have recourse to'a direct: tax, to meet the present 
„pressing emergehcy; that plap woukl be less insidious than the 
one under consideration; it would have the merit of being, 


what is exceedingly rare these times, open and undise i 
andit would have. this additional claim to sonsideration: jt 
would fairly test the correctness of anew maxim in political 
economy; thatis, “thatit isthe producer, and not the consan- 
mer, that pays àll the taxés in this country. ? Besides, the 
committee would doubtless be charmed with the eloquence of 
the gentleman. from South Carolina (Mr. Rugrr] on this sub- 
ject, and the public opinion en} 


know the precise amountoftaxes paid by them forthe support 
ofthe Government, and would hold those who administered it 
to asivict. account in their expenditures. But, sir, if it should 
be thought that the country has been sufficiently afflicted alrea- 
dy with experimente, and it-would therefore be unwise-to try a 
new one; why not, as I have already said; authorize a loan?” It 
can be obtained on favorable terms, and in “the constitutional 
currency;” you need not receive it in “hank rags,” and there- 
by subject yourself tothe odivus appellation of “rag baron,” 
but in gokiand silver,the great increase of which, in most of 
our commercial cities, within a short tirme, is mauer of pu lie 
notoriety.. This modes of raising supplies is not new in the his. 
tory ofthe country; it has been adopted by almost every Ad 
ministration, and always, heretofore, in prefer-nee to issuing 
Treawiey notes; and snrely the present. Chief Magis ate can. 
nor consider it degrading to follow the example of Washington, 
deflerson, Madison. and Monroe. 


tothe credrtors of the Governm nt; it would find its way into 

ail the channessof trade and industry, and exercise an impor 

tant nfuence ir stimuiating the one,and rewarding the other. 
Bot, sit, thee 


isstill another mode by. which the wants o 
ths Treasury may-be supplied, at least for the present; adopt 
the amendment offered by the honorable gentleman from Vir 
ginia,; (Mr. Stuart] he proposes to authorize you to issue two 
milliens.of Treasury not: s, as a present relief and. if that shall 
he found insufficient to enable the Gavernmeat to discharge its 

ilties, to borrow, from time to time, such sums as 


H 


neil and corrected on rhis - 
very interesting question; moreover, the. people would then ` 


By so doing you will increase - 
the circulating medium by the amount horrawed ond paid eut. 
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so doing you will effect a two-fold object: you will obtain money, 
and what, in the éstimation of some gesilemen, is of mach 
more importance, you will have so far ebtainede-divorce be 
tween Bank and State. Do mere: call upon the numerous io- 
faulters to the Government, as well those who are in, as those 
who are out of office, and, as I shall show by and by, have in 
their possession asum not less than six millions of dollars; 
from this source you may realize something; itis: not probable 


it will be much; be it more or less, we are entitled. to it: The, 


propriety of this course is to my mind obvious;-it is whatevery 
prudent man would do in his own Case; and. what is wise in 
an individual cannot be unwise in the Governments, in regard 


the custoins-an} public lands; and thus a currency is established 
for the Government and its creditors alone, andin which the 
great body of the people can have no participation, le will not 
stop to inquire into the constitutionality of such a measure; it 
is sufficient for my purpose that it is partial, and therefore m- 
just. The people ofthe West have already suffered greatly by 
the operation ofthe Treasury circular, which has been m ierce 
something less than two years. They have been compelivil to 
obtain specie to pay for the lands they purchased, ata high 
premium, when, at the same time, other debtors—those, for 
mstance, who owed the Government for duties—could make 
payment in the ordinary circulating medium. This distiice:ion 
is odious enough; but itseems there is to be, in effect, au ad- 
ditional one, by the passage of this bill Your Treasury rotes 
may be obtained by those who are indebted to your curom- 
houses, but not by those whe want to purchase lands. ` They 
will not be found in the West. And I venture the aseernon, 
that notone nian in a thousand, in that quarter of the Union. 
has ever owned one, if, indeed, his eyeshave ever been blessed 
by the sizht of one. . A 

Mr. Chairman, the country has for years past been taught ‘to 
re, by thasc who spoke, or professed to speak, for the Ad- 
ministration, that this was a haid money Government; that gold 
ail sitver was the only currency recognised by the Conatitn- 
tion, and that the hands of the p3ople ought no longer to be 
soiled by coming in contact with bank paper. Indeed, the pre- 
cise period when this goiden age would commence, was confi- 
den‘ly predicted. You will remember. sir, no doubt, what glit- 


tering visions were presented to the imagination of the people. 
Silken purses, filled with © mintdrops” and “ yel’ow boys,” it 
waa said, would line the pockets of every man in the communi- 
ty, and our majestic rivers would bear on their broad’ hosoins 
cargoes of the sune precious materials. Well, sir, the time is 


passed, and the prediction has not been fulfilled. We have had- 


ail the tokens that precede, but not the golden shower; and at 
this moment the mass of the comununity are left to struggle on 
with irredeemable paperas their currency, while the party in 
power is seeking toestablish for the Government, and its debtors 
and crefitors, a currency of Treasury notes, and refusing to aid, 
even indirectly. in relieving the country from its present embar- 
rassments. The chairman of the Committee. of Ways and 
Means appears to be aware that the pretended ¢ffort of esta- 
blishing an entire metallic currency has signally failed; and that 
delusions, too, must end some time; for we find him suddenly 
deeply enamoured with the new system of banking recently 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of New York. This may 
be owiag to the circumstance that the plan is yet to he tested, 
and is, therefore, an experiment; or it may be accounted for, per- 
haps, in cansequence of the result of the recent elections in that 
State. Whatever the reason may be, the country will learn 
wih surprise that all the efforts that have been made to decry 
anil put down banks and tank credit are to cease; and that one 
who led the van in the assault on both, now declares that 
“among the most. encoureging events of the day, is the great re- 
form measure—the free banking law of New York.” Well, 
sir, I sincerely hope all his bright anticipations may be more 
thanrealized. He said, also, “that the passage ofthat act ought 
to be a sabject of general congratulation.” Be it sd; but, in his 
felicita: ions on this subject, I pray him not to forget that there 
are other banks in New York. considering their parentage, that 
have some claim to the friendly regards of himself and his 
friends; and I cannot but think they will receive it, now that the 
golden bubble has bursted, and banking is again about to meet 
ith favor. 
wit > Chairwian, after hearing the speech of the ‘honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means to which I 
have alluded, and although there was much in it that was cal- 
culated to excite surprise and irritation, I was not prepared to 
sear the sentiments and argument: uttered on this Asor, which 
were avowed and urged by anather member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Ruzrr.] Tis true, T anticipated all 
the manifestations of geal which usually characterize new con- 
veris, but I did nat expect to hear those with whom he had 50 
recently professed to act, openly cenounced, the whole ser‘es of 
measures of the Administration, past and present, approved 
and eulogized, and a por.jon ofth: community threatened to. be 
handed over to the tender mercies of mob law, if we. who are 


unfriendiy te this measure, freemen ourselves, and ihe-repre-’ 


atives of freemen, shoul dare to hesitate, or throw. the 
slightest obstacle in the way of the passege of the bili. I demand, 
sic. hy what authority such sentiments are promulgated. If it 


~ is derived fram his new alliance, he wiil find it questioned. . Wit 


is in viru of his being a representative. of, what is caled, by 
way of pre-eminen Z teres 
më tell him, there isa landed interest in this count y elsewh 
thefe is a landed interest in the West, “every road of which 
can sustain its man,” and that maa a freeman. He will Gnd 
that neither he nor those with whom he acts can effect their ob- 
ject by intimidation.. I, as one of the representatives of the free 


e, ‘the landed interest of. the South.” ler 


party in Congress, and in the country; aswell: as : 
” press, official and unofficial, have been incessant in denon ing: 
the whole credit system-az’ anti-repablican in its-teadencios, 
“making the rich richer, and the poor poorer,’’ and equally de. 
structive of morals and equal rights? Has he forgotten, sir, that 
it was announced froma high quarter, “ that all who: deal on 
borrowed capital ought to break;” that those interested in'banks, : 
and men of property generally; were called: rag barons” 4na 
t monopolists;” and that the banks had but recently, from the 
sime high quartér, been charged with unheard of: treathety? If 
tie gentleman is: ignorant: of ail this, and much more ofthe. 
} same characterthat might be adduced to prove that the Govern- 
mentinduced the people to believe that it was for their interest 
to-put down bank paper and destroy credit, anddam bound to 
velievethat he is, Lcannotconside: him good authority: in: re 
gard to the disposition of the Administration, at this ‘time, in re- 
lation to these interests; he js but in his noviciate in the politi- 
cal church to which he has se recently united’ himself, and has 
not, as yet, been permitted to know its higher mysteries. He is, 
as yet, in the chrysalis state, and: when he shall have passed from 
that, andacquired full.vigor and proportions, he will beable to 
take a more lofty flight and extended view; then he-wiil' discover 
thatthere is some evidence of what has been believed, Sv a 
arge portion of the people, to have been.the intention ofthe Go- 
vernment, for years past, in relation to the subject to which L 
have alluded. Before I can be satisfied on this point, sir, T must 
have assurances “from the fathers of the church, aud nor from 
the junior apprentices of the law,” as waaonce said on this foor 
on another occasion. ; k 
Mr. Chairman, the honorable geneman has been singularly 
unfortunate in relation to another transaction connected with 
this subject. He hassaid that, after the removal of the depo: 
sites’ from the. Bank of the United States, the State banks had: 
wooed the Government into. an. alliance: with them; and ‘he 
calis it a meretricious alliance; and, when they had:consuimmat 
ed their purpose, they violated their plighted trom, and played 
the wanton. . Now, sir, the reverse of this is the fact. > Tsup- 
posed it was a matter of public notoriety known. to every one, 
thai, at the period alluded to, an individual, now high ‘in office, 
and'then high in the confidence of the Administration, wag 
commissioned tó visit the various banks in certain paris of the 
Union, and asceriain the termson which they would receive, 
disburse, and safely keep the public money thatmight be depo- 
sited with them by the Government, And thus, sin the ali- 
ance, if there’ was one, was formed at the. solicitation of the 
Government; and the banks were advised, by. the theu Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to be liberal in their disc unts; and hig 
successor, down tva very recent period, has uniformly declared 
that they had performed their duty to the Government and the. 
| country with the utmost fidelity. They may have played the 
wanton; but, if so, it was by the procurement a with the 
connivance, of the Government. And now, afer procuring - 
this meretricious alliance, and having spent the honey moon iA 
peri dalliance, they „have been “cast, like a loathsome weedy”. 
awa 7 + de 
Me Chairman, thean 


divorce bill, at another the Sub-Treasury, añil again: thé Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill. But for the honorable ‘geniteman’a 
anxiety on this subject, I am confident that, with his clear per- 
ceptions and vigorous mind, be would find nothing in the bill” 
on your table t» recommend it to hia support, Now, sir, this 
consideration furnishes, to. me. a decided-objection “a at the 
measure. Iris admitted that, withont auihority of Law, (will 
not say contrary to law,) this Sub-Treasury scheme hes leen 
in force for at least one year; and, to a certain extent, aud rony 
necessity, ever since the existence of the Government. Je iz 
very true that the collectors of the customs and the récoivers cf 
money for. the sales of public lands havenot been provided. ; t 
the public expense with vaulis, safes, or ‘bolts arid ‘hare -nhor 
wth -keys, all of which are provided for by the bill “which has 
passed the other House of Congress, commonly caled the Sub- 
Treasury bill. It has been b: lieved, heretofore, that these shicgs 
would furnish litle additional security in presery ng thé pubie 
treasure, and that the only sure reliance for that purpxe wis 
the selection of honest ant competent men to'receive and pay 
over the public money. | Well, sir, to test the security thus af- 
forded, let uslook at the reports laid on our tables, from Gime io 
time, by the Secretary of the Treasury. ` 1 confess ny inak Uy. 
fully to comprehend thése mystical and mystified documents; 
but enough cau be gleaned from them to show that the: less mo- 
ney isintrusted in the keeping of these’ Sub-Treasurere, the 
more will be found in the Treasury; and this] will undertak 
to prove. aes A 
‘Tuc President in his communication of the 10th, says, “hat, 
with over twenty-eight millions in deposite with the States, 
and over fifteen millions due from individuals and banks, the 
Uuited States are, from the situation in which these funds ore 
placed, in immediate danger of beint unable to discharge with 
good faih and promptitude the vari nsabligat‘oas of the Ga- 
veynmeni.”. And the Secretary of the Treasury, in his repere. 
in December last, says there is dxe from banks “four niiliien® 
six hundred and nine thousand dollars,” and “four millions: of 
merchants’ bonds; eall itin all, nine milions; dedvet this 
sum from “fifteen milions due from banks and individuals,” 
ani there is the sum of six millions unaccounted for. Ths 
sum must be in the hands of individuals, agente of the Covern: 
ment. Tf itis unavailable, those who have or had it in their 
keeping are defaulters. and whether inor out ef office camo 
be ascertained; for, although this information was required ex- 
plicitiy by the resolation of the hehorable‘gentieman from Vir- 
girn [Mr. Gantanp.) it has not been furnished: Nor sir; ig 
the amount surprising, when itappears. by the report of the Se. 
cretary of the Treasury of the 17th of Jannary Jast, that Farde- 
bury Hawkins, receiver-of the public money at Rete a, Arkan. 
“gag, hår now in office, as Jate as the month of November. 1835, 
was a defaulter to the amount of $115,462 94. Ore in office as 
late asthe 3st of August, 1837, the receiver of publie money 
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at Columbus, Mississippi, in the sum of $61,549 93. And 'V. 
M. Garesche, who made the investigation In this case, under 
the directions of the Secretary of the Treasury, recommends 
him to adopt, in relation to it, the doctrine of the fable of the 
fox and the flies; he says: “You will not therefore. be surprised 
if I recommend his being retained, in preference to anoiher ap- 
pointment; for he has his hands full now, and will not be dis- 
posed to speculate any. more.” Tgive you these as examples; 
they. are aken from the reports ot the Treasury Department, 
where many cases of asimilar character may be found. 
Mr. Chairman, it is not my purpose to ins.itute a comparison 
between individuals or Sub-Treasurers and banks in regard to 
the safe-keeping of the public money,nor whether the disasters 
of the times have been brought about by their misconduct or a 
series of improvident measures on the part of the Government. 
‘This, under present circumstances, would be more curfousthan 
wise. ldo not stand here the advocate or the apologist of the. 
banks. Lhave no connection with them; 1am neither president, 
cashier, director, stockholder, nor debtor, of any bank. I view 
them, however, as State institutions, deriving their charters from 
the state Legislatures; a large portion of them created by the 
friends of those in power. As such, [hold they are not account- 
able to the Government of the United States; and that an atiempt 
to make them so, either directly or indirecdy, is an invasion of 
the rights of the States. They are accountable to the power 
irom whom they derived their authority, and tu no other power 
onearth. ‘This, sir, is not the tribunal to try, condemn, and sen- 
tence them, nur the proper forum in which to assail them with 
coarse and vulgar epithets, selected from the party newspapers 
of the day. With much more propriety might the honorable 
geniieman have arraigned the numerous detaulters by whose 
malfeasance the country has. lost, or is about to tose, some mil- 
lions. Thisisa subject that might well excite his virtuous in- 
dignation; but he has been content to rail at banks, capitalisis, 
aud what he is pleased to term monopoiists, atone, and proniul 
gate, in relation to them, doctrines destructive of all law andso- 
cial order, and subversive of the just rights of the States. 
Coming from any quarter, this would excite surprise; but, 
coming from whence it does, it may well excite astonishment, 
But, sir, this may be one mean of effecting the divorce; but I 
would advise gentlemen to turn tbeir attention to another di- 
vorce that seems likely to result in an entire separation of the 
people trom the Administration, and which the signs of the times 
m the Kast, the North, and the West, appear to indicate will 
soon be consummated. , : 
Mr, Chairman, Lam prepared to furnish the Government with 
ample means to discharge, with good laith and promptitude, iis 
pecuniary obligations. 1 would be recreant to the character of 
the State which E have the honor in part to represent were I to 
do otherwise. She hasa deep stake in the honor and prosperity 
of the country, and has shown her devotion to both in a more 
gloomy period of our history than the present. She will do so 
still, “All she asks isto be permitted to decide, on a great ques- 
tion like the present, unawed and uninfluenced by party arro- 
gance or official dictation, ‘Phis right'she has never yielded, 
and never will, with my consent. And should the period un- 
fortunately arrive when she is prepared to do so, I, for oné, will 
not be found ministering at the altar where the sacrificeis made. 
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Mr, CRITTENDEN said that the bill under couisileratiom 
as understood and explained by its Iriends, was intended to au 
thorize the Treasury Department to issue ten millions of Trea- 
sury notes, to be applied in aid of the current revenue, to dis- 
charge the expenses of the Government. After a long course 
of boundless extravagance, the Administration has reached a 
point at which the ordinary revenues have proved inadequate 
to the expenditure of Government, and the Representatives of 
the people are called upon by the President to furnish exiraor- 
dinary supplies in the form of Treasury notes. 

Mr. C. was not prepared to say, as it had been argued by 
some, that Congress had not the power to authorize the issue of 
Treasury notes. But it was a power so susceptible of the most 
dangerous abuse, that it could scarcely be exercised too warily, 
or watched with too much jealousy. , 

Our Government is surrounded by motives and temptations 
to extravagance in the use of the public money. The very ha- 
bit of voting and expending necessary millions begets a disre- 
gard of public money, without taking into account the multi- 
tude of other causes, honest and dishonest, that lead to prodi- 
gality. Against this evil tendency there is no other sate check 
or security but in the people, whose interest must ever be op- 
posed to it, and in the responsibility of their rulers to them, 
But, to apply the corrective, It is necessary that the people 
should know and feel the existence of that evil; and the more 
sensibly and immediately they are made to feed it, the more 
certainly will they redress it. If wastefuiness on the part of 
Government could always be accompanied by an immediate 
increase ofthe burdens of the people—i extravagance and taxa- 
tion Gould go together, hand in hand, prodigal rulers would not 
be long allowed in this county to abuse their places. But by 
this mode of issuing the promissory notes of the people—cailed 
Treasury notes—the Governinent moves sofily on, and escapes, 
as it were, from the people, and the public scrutiny. [ts extra- 
vagance may be increased, and “fed fav” by the facility with 
which. it supplies itself with means. And while the Govern- 
ment is thus corrupted, and the country run in debt, nothing is 
done to awaken the people to their true situation. Nonew taxa- 
tion Warns them of the extravagance of their rulers, and all 
pressure upon them is carefully avoided, while Government is 
heaping up the materials of a national debt, in the form of 
Treasury notes. Indeed, the first part of this process towards 
a national debt is rather of an agreeable and animating charac- 
ter to the community, and puis out of sight all other conse 
quences, These Treasury notes seem lo descend upon themas 
the mere emanations of a beneficent Government—as the un- 
purchased and fruitful showers of Heaven, that come without 
money and without price. 

But this delusion cannot last always; and afier it comes the 
end—the bitter end, when all disguise must cease; when the 

people must find themselves saddled with burdens. that they 

atdly Knew of, and when the tax-gatherer must go forth to 
collect irom them, in some-shape.or other, the money that will 
henecessary to discharge the debt imposed upon thei, with all 
its'accumulated interest. : ore © 

The primary and proper mode of supplying the public 
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Treasury was by taxation;.and when that was inadequate tothe 
public necessities, the usual alternative was to borrow money on 
the credit of the Government. These were the preferable modes, 
because they were generally the cheapest; because they were 
open and undisguised, and because they were understood by 
the people, and would be certain to excite their Jealous and yi- 
gilant attention. There might be some occasions and peculiar 
circumstances that would justify, or even require, us to resort 
to the use of Treasury notes; but, (said Mr. Crirrenpgn,) Lam 
opposed to the general policy of supplying the Treasury. by 
such means, because, in effect, it was the most irresponsible 
mode, and was calculated insensibly to lead us on, and beguile 
us into habits of extravagant expenditure. Why, sir, look at 
it: this course is already in its infancy, and behold the rate at 
which itis growing! It is less than eight months since the Ad- 
ministration asked us for ten millions of Treasury notes: well, 
sir, we gave thein what they asked, and what is the conse- 
guence? In'eight months they come back and demand ten mii- 
lions more. Sir, isnot this a rapid growth? Wedo not now 
see what this course may lead to; we cannot look to the end of 
it. Government credit, that precions thing so much com- 
mended by the gentleman froin Seuth Carolina (Mr, CALHOUN] 
is scuh a gem thatit must not be allowed to lie hidden, but 
brought out and set on bigh, where it may daily and. hourly 
emit its radiance to enrich and adorn the body politic. We 
are to use our credit; and that we may turn it to goodaccount, 
we are to embody it in the form of no'es, and thus. supply the 
people with a currency, a heuer currency. Sir, we ate every 
day edified here by denunciations against banks, bank direc- 
tors, and bank paper, and corresponding commendations of Go- 
vernmeut credit and Treasury notes; and we are, at the same 
time, told that Government must employ its credit. Sir, the 
English of all this is, that this Government is to use itscredit by 
furnishing to the people a circulating currency of Treasury 
notes. Andisthis the course of policy we have enter d apon?, 
The chairman of the Finance Cemmittee confesses, indeed, 
that this bill is only to meet a temporary emergency; so he told 
us before; but is it not to be feared that we must: eveniuaily 
fall into this as a permanent policy of the American. Govern- 
ment? Thus far we have entered only on the initiatory stage of 
this process; a mere shadowing out ofthe system; a pledge and 
promise of the fullness of that abundant, ever-springing, ever- 
spreading, whick is, by and by, to b'ess the people. How far 
shall we keep, sir, in the rear of the old issue of continental mo- 
ney? Are weuel making progress, and that pretty fast, in 
that direction? Where are we to stop? Can we say with cer 
tainty that when we shall arrive at a certain point we shall go 
no further? That weshall stop short of excess; and, when we 
have exteaded the plan as far as the public good will be sub- 
served by it, that there we shall stand fast? The tendency of 
the system, jis inevitable tendency, isto abuse and extrava- 
gance. I think the habits of this Government are decidedly 
vad, and F will not tend it my encouragement to put its Jong 
hands into thé pockets of the peeple and take out ten millions at 
a dash, merely because Tam vaguely told that the Treasury is 
ina crisis Sir, we were told thateight months ago, and it then 
got the Administration tea millions of Treasury notes; now 
there is-another crisis, and we must grant ten milhons more. 
A few such crises, aud we shail get up a respectable national 
eeb:. 

is this the result of all the experiments; of all the boasted 
patriotism and wisdom of the lastand present Administrations? 
Is this tha: blessed era of plain Republicanism and Democratic 
frugality which they promised? Jt cannot be forgotten that 
they denounced.the Administvation of Mr, adams as wasteful 
and extravagant; and that they obtained and came into power 
and office with the loudest professions ofeconomy. Reform, 
retrenchment, economy, were the catch-words, the blazcnry, 
ofthe party. They were printed at the head of clectioncering 
handbills;. were wrliten on banners, and represented in trans- 
parencies. ‘Lo confirm the sincerity of -all those professions, 
they had no sogner possessed themselves of the Government, 
than they commenced an ambitious research inw all the public 
Offices, to distinguish themselves, as much as possible, by the 
display of their superior honesty in detecting, if they could, 
faults or peculations in their predecessors in office. And when 
a defaulter to the amount of one or two thousand dollars was 
discovered in the person of the unfortunate Watkins, a shout of 
applause and triumph was raised as if some great victory had 
been achieved. The unhappy man was pursued and persecut- 
ed ina manner that seemed intended to manifest to all the world 
that scarcely any thing else than a human victim could ap. 
pease the fierce and offended integrity of that faithful and eco- 
nomical Administration. : 

Now, sir, let the injured, disappointed, and deluded peopie of 
this country consider, for a moment, the consequences of all 
this profession and parade of diligence, patriotism, and econo- 
my. Since the reformers and economists came into office, they 
have more than doubled the expenses of the Government. 
They decried and put down the Administration of Mr. Adams 
for expending about tuirteen millions of dollars annually; and 
they have since expended more than TxHirty millions- yearly. 
In the last three years they expended, or rather squandered, 
more than one hundred illions of dollars. Ves, sir, more 
than one hundred millions. Well may such extravagance 
have produced distress, and excited indignation in the country. 
Bat, sir, the end is not yet. They ave stil) in their career of cx- 
travagance; and after favishing millions, the Administration 
and its supporters here tell vs there isan emergency ! 
dinary revenue of Government will not suffice; they must have 
an extraordiniry supply, and they beg lustily for more money. 

itis notatail. strange or wonderful, sir, that spendthrifis 
shouid become beggars. But, truly, it must bea bitter and hu- 
miliating condition for rulers who have been so long sitting 
amidst heaps of geld, and indulgiug in all the luxury of power 
and prodigatity. 

Habits of extravagance are hard to change. 
inveterate by continuance. They constitute a disease; ay, sir, 
and a very dangerous ove. Ht came, about eight months ago, 
toa crisis, and it cost the patient ten millions of Treasury 
notes to get round the corner; now itis asbal as'ever; it has 
reached another erzsts, and the doctors ask for ten millions 
more. Weil, sit, I must really be permitted to say, that if to 
keep this Administration on its*feet is to cost ten millions of ex- 
traordinary supply every six or eight months, why, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the sooner they are recorded inthe bills of mortality, the 
better for those that pay the money. (A laugh. 

Sir, I consider the disease Cesperate; nothing will cure them 
but depletion and abstinence. {they get no money, they can 
not waste it. ‘They tell us their constitution is at a crisis; they 
must have money or death; but I think we might persuade 


They become. 


- silken names as you please; when pay-day- 
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them to try and Jive a little longer without so. large a dose as 
these ten millions. They say that if this billis rejected, the 
Government must “stop.” hatmust stop? The laws? The 
judicial tribunals? The legislative bodies? The’ institutions 
of the country? No, no, str; all these will remain and go on. 
What stops; then? Their own extravagance; that. must: stop; 
and ‘there’s the rub.” ee, EA R Say 

Sir, it will be hard to. persuade the people thatthe amplest 
supplies have not been already granted to the- Admiņistratigi; 
if they had been economically applied w the public service. Te 
may he worth while to state, in general terms, the amount of. 
those suppiies. The ordinary permanent: revenue amounts to 
about tweniy millions of dollars annually; and,. in: addition to 
this, Congress, within the last cight months, has granted to the 
Administration ten millions of ‘Treasury notes, and the fourth. 
instalment of the moneys that were to have been deposited with 
the States, being upwards of nine millions more; making tor 
gether, of extraordinary supplies, a sum exceeding nineteen 
millions of dollars; subject, however, toa credit or deduction of 
aboutseven millions, the amount of Treasury notes redeemed, 
and of debt from the banks: postponed to periods of payment be- 
yond the present year, Thisdeduction made, leaves stilla clear 
balance of twelve milions of extraordinary supply. And be- 
sides all this, we have lately. passed a bill through the Senate, 
authorizing thesale ofthe bonds given to the Government by 
the Bank of the United States, ameunting to about four anda 
half millions of dollars, Thus, Mr. President, you see that, be- 
sides granting all the money we have, and issuing our notes for 
ten millions more, all our little choses and chattels areto be 
gathered up anid sent to market for sale, to supply this Adminis- 
uration. Yet, with all this, itseems, there.is a crisis; the Trea- 
sury is in an ague fil; the Government is struck with paralysis; 
it cannot move a foot unless you put your hands under its arms 
and help it forward. i 

-But we are told it is the consequence of the compassion of the 
Administration in helping the poor merchanis.. . You deferred 
the pay:ment of the dutybonds. . Well, sir, you did defer it, but 
youdid not remitit. ‘he bonds are to be paid; and they are 
coming in from day today You have got that money, or are 
getting itdaily. - Yetthere isa crisis. Where is the evidence? 
1 ask jor proof. Supposing it were possible! couid be induced 
to vote for this bil], where is the evidence that such. crisis does 
exist? Why the President has told us that the ‘Treasury isal- 
most exhausted; and the chairman here gravely assures us the. 
Government must stop. Well,sir, it may be ‘so; but it seems 
to me this is rather indefinite ground on which to voie ten mil- 
lions of the public funds, For wlat is this. money needed? Are 
we not to ask? Must we lay our hand upon our mouths. and 
put our mouths in the dust, -and vote the money?» Is it to be 
enough for us to. hear from the Executive that “the money is 
wanted?” Shouid there not have been some estimate submited 
tous? Isthe amountso trifling that we must vote and ask no 
questions! Must we give them so vast a sum for an unknown 
exigency? Is this doing our duty? Why, sir, if we are to vote 
muney on no beter grounds than this, we had beter, at once, 
place al} our incney concerns, by asummary vote, in the hands 
of the Executive. A voice comes from the Treasury, “we must . 
have ten milions? Why? ‘Phere is a crisis.” Wha: for? 
“There is a crisis? Well, sir, if this is all the answer, and all 
the evidence that is required, if they can make up a crisis with 
such materials, all I have to say is, that the people had better 


slook to their pockets, 


Sir, F desire to see this experimenting Administration forced 
to make some experiments in economy. It is almost the only 
sort of experiment to which they seem to be averse. And, in- 
deed, they can hardly be expected to attempt. it ‘without some 
compulsion, after they have been so long indulging in all the 
‘pride, pomp, and circumstance” of ambition and of. power. 
Economy is generally looked upon as a guest too plain-and 
homely for a palace. It has, 1 fear, been turned out of the 
While House; and the Administration, with its habits of extra- 
vagance and magnificence, cannot, without difficulty, be brought 
to think of “reform and retrenchment.” Their cry issit for 
money, money, money. But for one, I say to them, “Take 
physic Pomp,” {a laagb;} lay aside your extravagance. Too 
much moncy has been your bane; and Ido not feel myself re- 
quired by any duty to grant you more at present. If 1 did, it 
should not be in the form proposed by this bill. w 

Concurring with the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun] in his “ mortal aversion” to a national debt, Fam 
not willing to encourage this Government paper money scheme; 
because, among other evil consequences, its tendency and Iead- 
ing 1s toa nationaldett, These Treasury notes are the seeds of 
a national debt, to say the feastof it. Ifthe Government wants 
money let it borrow it. Hf extravagance or necessity. shall 
bring a national debt upon us, let it come openly, and-in the 
mosi palpable and unquestionable form, end not steal upon ‘us 
in the disguise of Treasury notes. When 1 comes:upon: usin 
the usual and undisguised mode of borrowing money, the peo- 
ple will at once understand it. They will hold their representa- 
ives to a just respons bility, and will apply the proper remedy. 
T.e process of forming a national debt may be a little while 
concealed by the use of Treasury notes; but are they not, in 
truth, regular evidences of national debt? Do they not consti. 
tute a debt, bearing interest? J] know that when dressed in the - 
finery of ‘Treasury notes it may be and is called by. softer and 
more fashionable names than that of “debt.” “National geht”. 
is too unpopular, too bad a name. Tt must not be so nominated; 
oh, not itis orly ause of the “Government credit.) It iso 
debt; it is only the issue of a few Treasury notes, justto meet: 
a momentary crisis; a difficulty that rose ina night, and. will 
vanish in a day, Itisnot a national debt, certainly not > itis 
only aif-rding a little facility to the gentleman ‘Secretary, who 
just now happens te want a little cash Well, sir whether it 
be a national debt, I will not say; this I know—it will be fob 
lowed, whateverit is, with the serious and substantial conse. 
quence that the people of the United States will -have to pay. it, 
every cent of it, and with interest. ` ` 

Moreover, Mr. President, pass this bill, and my word for it. 
unis will not be the last crisig we skall sce.: Weshati have 
them in succession every little while: they will propagate ra: 
pidly. . Of this ten millions of Treasury’ notes isgned-under the 
act of the lastsession, about five millions have been returned i 
payments to the Government, and the batance.reniains ib circu: 
lation; grant the ten millions now asked-foryand-you willchave 


1 fancy, that it is exceedingly like a national. det 
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-what a singular thing it wiil be, that the glory of the last admi- 
nistration, which set in the splendors ofa full discharge of the 
national debt, should be succeeded, in the very dawn of the Ad- 
ministration following, by another, a new national debt of fifteen 
millions. ee 

To conclusion, Ihave ta say, onte-tiore, that I cannot bring 
myself tò voie a dollar ofsupply wild get a lite more light. 
Let me know how this money is .to.be applied; for what it is 
wanied. Let me atleast have something by which I may ex- 
cuse myself to my constituents; asmattersstand, 1 have nothing 
to say to them. [never will vote á dollar on the mere cry of 
“axigency!?—"erisist”  L will be behind no. man in meeing the 
yealnecessities of my country; butt will not blindly or heedlessty 
yote away the money ofthe peaple, or involve them in debt. T 
am, of course, in favor ofthe amendment; but even if it shal! be 
adopted, I cannot vote for the bill without farther and more sa- 
tisfactory information. 
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SPEECH OF MR. GOODE, - 

_ Or Quio, 

.n the House of Representatives, May 14, 1838--Qn the 
i Treasury Note Bill. 

The House having again resolved itself into Committe of the 
Whole on the state ot the Union, on the “bil to carry into 
effect an act approved on the L2th day of October, 1837, to au 
thorize the issuing of Treasury notes,’ with the amendment 
offered by Mr. Ropertson— 

Mi. GOODE ad ressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Cuamman: I'must ask the attention of the committee for 
avery short time. LT make the request with reluctance; but a 
sonse of duty compells me to say something on this bill, nut 
merely on acoount of its intrinsic importance, butalso because 
I have hitherto abstained from nting my views and senti- 
ments 01 any of the Jead-n: fi siel ineasares of this Admi 
nisivation. 1. have, thus jer, been content to give a stent vute, 
leaving the floor togentlemen whose long experienceand stard- 
ing un this Ifouse gave them jusily a prior claim to 1s attention. 
Andeven now my only apulogy, as a new member, for venur- 
ing on what, in the opinion of some, may perhaps be deemed 
an act of presumption, is the claim of a constituency who ex- 
pect itat my hands, The respectahility of that constituency F 
will not attemptto heighten by any compliment of mine, but of 
whom it is truch to. say they wel! understand their own rights 
and interests, and who wil! suffer neither to be encroached 
upon. To men of this character, who have entrusted me with 
the expression of their feelings and opinions wucbing gre 
public measures, 1 shall be recreant, could I consent to si 
sileutiy by and tamely suffer measures to be adopted which I 
know to be averse to their dearest interests. 

Lcame here expecting that I should be called to consult with 
my fellow-representatives on measures for the relief of an em- 
barrassed and suffering community. Ihave waited patiently, 
and watched closely, to see measures of that character brought 
forward bà those SA represent the sentiments and purposes of 
the Administration in this House. Nor, in this patient and 
expecting attitude, have I stood alone; the American people 
have waited with me, and with me have been watching the 
cuurse of the Administration; their eyes have: been fastened, 
with intense anxiety, upon this Capitol, the honored seat of the 
National Legislature. But both they and F have hitherto wait- 
elin vain. How can i return to my people—how can we all 
look our constituents in the face, without having devised asin- 
gle solitary measure for (he relief of their sufferings? Lknow, 
Indeed, that without us, or our action, the comtry has degun 10 
relieve itself I know,'as well, thatit will, eventualiy, throw 
otf every impending pressure, and cast to the winds e t 
stacle in its way to prosperity and greatness, Ves, 
do this.. not only without but in despite of the puny efi 
this cringing Congress, and this footstep- following Admit 
tian. Bat, will utas excuse us? No, sir, we must answer it 
rejoice, 1 exult, that the people have taken ma ters iuto their 
own hands; and if we wiil turn an indifferent eye on the spec- 
tacle of their distress, they will redress their own grievances, 
and correct us out of our seats on this floor. They have begun; 
and the-work goes bravely on. Tam glad—Lam_ happy, that 
both Congress and the Executive are held to their just and con- 
stitutional responsivility, to those who entrusted them with 
power. The day of reckoning must come, and it cannot come 
too s000. 

But some gentlemen affect to believe that the public evils are 
all imaginary, a mere. fancy picture, Ah, sir, their consttiu- 
ents will read them a different lesson. To what class of the 
community, to which of all the various branches of the na- 
tional industry, can we tuin our eyes and not bohold itt i 
know, indeed, thatat the present moment the severest pressure 
is more immediately on the commercial portion of our. fellow 
scitizens; yet, even now, are they the on'y sufferers? Doesnot 
this pressure rest on the day-laborer, the mechanic, the mani- 
facturer, and the farmer? And where, in the end, must the 
burden fali? On the agricultural interest ; on the labor and 
consumption of the country. There is much suffering which 
ehona the light; it is of a private and individual kind; and so 
widely is it spread, arid so severely is it felt, that it has been 


rendered tolerable a: all only by the vast natural resources of -7 


this country, and that, indomitable spirit of native enterprise 
which rises the more the more it js pressed down, and which 
seems, like the fabled giant of antiquity, to renew its strength 
whenever you bring it to the grouud, Before that energy of 
the national mind all difficulties must give way; and when the 
nation has thus broken the chains which have been cast 
aroundit, rely upon it that nation will cal) those -to a dreaded 
reckoning who hada hand in bindingthem on. But let-us pass 
fromthe private io the public embarrassments of the country. 
‘Whatis the state of the Treasury? Sir. on the first day of Ja- 
nuary,, 1837, it contained a surplus of forty-two millions ofdal- 
lars į Jeaving, after the deduction of five millions as a praden- 
tidl-reserve against unforeseen contingencies, thirty-seven: mil- 
lions to be distributed among the States. 
thirty-seven millions on the first day of the following Septem- 
` bert” Lknow that three out of the four instalments in which 
the distribution of it. was to be made had been paid. Bat 
where was the balance? From its.exuberant and overflowing 
abundance the National Treasury had, in little rinore- than eight 
ynonths, been reduced to a state of bankruptcy. Ay, sir, in 
jess than six months afier his inanguration the new Pres 
wus under the necessity of calling Congress together tp prevent 
the Government from actually stopping payment, 
Compare this state of things with that which lad preceded 


‘Where were these _ 


submitting to, 
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it. Bat six short months before, his venerable and. Hitistricls 
predecessor, on retiring to the poateful shades ofthe Hermi- 
tage, adťreséed ia the pedgle of the Unitet States these parting 
words: “Ihave the consoiation of knowing thatat the moment 
when Lsurrender my ast pablic. úst I leave this great peeple 


prosperous and happy; in the full enjoyment- of liberty and 
peace, and honored aad respected by every hation In the world.” 


‘to what are We to impure so great, sé unparalleled, so 


melancholy a change? Is it that ths tutelary guardianship of | 


the late occupant of the White Honse has been withdrawn? It. 
most certainly is npt be e the present incumbent has not 
fulfilled his memorable promise “te tread in the footsteps of his 
illustrious predecessor.” That promise has been most faith- 
fully fulfilled. These evils, then, ‘belong to that course of 
action which was began undér the late Administration, and 
whichis but carried. out by that which now is. Yes, sir, these 
are sowe of the beauties of ‘the eperiment*—the golden ex 
periment. ‘Phe bubble has.burst. It was full blown when the 
last President retired; it reflecied, in fui! orbed splendor, all 
the gilded. tnts of heaven; but it has burst, exploded, gone to 
atoms, and the country is covered with its ruins. Yee, sir, the 
whole country, from Main: to Mississippi, from the mountains 
to the sta, in all its business, its exchanges, ite currency, its 
multitudinous and muitiform affairs of every description, pre- 
sents one spectacle of public embarrassment and private dis- 
tress, such as no free people will loug endure. Staves may put 
up with such treatment from masters who sport with their per- 
sons and property, aud mock at their complaints; but the 
people of America are of a dierent kidney; they are no slaves, 
Dut freemen, and the endurance of oppression aggravated by 
taunts and insults from theic own servants, the creatures of their 
Measure, da among the very last things they will ever think of 


The experiment bas accomy 1 one object to perfection: it 
has broken down ali crepre, national and individual. Mutual 
faith, that confideace m ihe bonor and integrity of others, has 
fied away, and has given piace to distrust anid suspicion. This 
is the case between individuals; and as to the credit of Govern- 
ment, let its protested drafts an-t depreciated securities answer, 
Yet itis atruth, acknowledged froin the earliest days of our Go- 
vernment, that “an adequate provision for the support of public 
credit is a matter of high importance to the honor and prosperi- 
ty of the United States.” The first Secretary of the Treasury, a 
statesman of the clearest and most comprehensive mind, was 
deeply impressed wich a conviction of this truth. Speaking of 
the evis which flow from a disregard tó the maxims of public 
credit, hesays: “Inso song a light do they appear to the Se- 
cretary, that on their duc. ¢ vanco, at the present critical 
juncture, materially depend, in his judgment, the individual and 
aggregate prosperity of the United States, their relief from the 
enba rassment they now experi , their character as a peo- 
and the cause of good Gov P fle further says: 

breach ofthe pus whether from choice or 
necessity, is, jn diferent d Kto publie cred:t.”? And 
gam he adds: “While the ryvance of that good faith, which 
is the basis of public credit, is recommended by. the strongest in- 
ducements. of political expediency, it is enforced by consivera- 
tions of still greater authority: there are arguments for it which 
rest on the immutable principles of-moral obligaiion.” These, 
sir, are golden principles. 
by tt 


e maxims might be woriby of tie tide ofagolden Admi: 
ainbe fried; you may 
Unger the influence of these 
principles, sir, our pation freed itself from all the difficulties 
whicisurrounded its infancy; under a wise regard to principles 
like these, it has vince lived, and grown, and prospered, become 
the envy of ifs enemies, aud she admiration of the world. And 
such it continued to be, unii the Jate Administration declared 
war on public credit, aad commenced that course of infatuated 
s which has bronght us well nigh to ruin. ‘The bitterest 
Hf upos the mind, and heightens all 


nistration; and when these maxims shail 
truly call ita golden experiment. 


ble cause, 
han There isnathing to prevent the utmost perfection of in- 
dividual happiness and public prosperity, but the wilful and 
perverse course of man whom we have ourselves elevated to 
power. What is it which the genius, the intelligence, the virtue, 
skill, and hardy, and adventurous enterprise ot the American 
people cannot accomplish? Only give us “free trade and equal 
rights,” let aji the ct els of business remain free from go 
vernmental obstructions, and the ene of the people will 
speedily fiit them with weaith asd abundance. We shall nos 
only have evough for all our own wants; we shall have to spare 
for the wants of the world. ‘The suffering cause of humanity 
every where, ai! that is needed to advance the interests of human 
civilization, and, by spreading the influence of knowledge, reli- 
gion, avd virtue, te elevate our race t0 the ig true dignity 
be ai the fulness of American libe 
I rejoice, sir, a x en, that to these worthy 
ennobling ends no nation has already contribated more mupifi- 
cently than our own. 
Mr. Chairman; I am ready to admit that credit may be 
abused, and it his been abused. We have ali had a melancholy 
proof ofthis in the system of the pet banks, and the excesses into 


which they run, wien the abuse was commited by. the very 
men who professed to be ihe most zealous in decrying and cir- 
cumscribing credit. For myself, I bave never been in favor of 
a general and indiseriminate increase of banks. Ihave always 
considered sucha course of jegislation as productive of the 


most alarmingevi's. Yet this was the natural and necessary 
consequence of the remoyal of the deposites, and the conse- 
quent resort to th: pet bank system. Re country swarmed 
with banks that multiplied and soon overspread the Jand, and 
fitted it with hank paper of different values, unti! the currency 
was veprived of- all uniformity and aij stability, and the sa- 
tion was converted into one grand shaving shop, from one extre- 
mity tothe other. The natural consequence of such a siate of 
things -wasa train of private bankruptcies, bank suspensicns, 
and at length Government suspensiens also, ‘ 
Contrast withthis dreary prospect the spectacle of universal 
and growing pro: nich our country had prior to this ex: 
hibited. Crossed by railroads, traversed by canals, covered 
with infant villages, flourishing towns, and’ large aud wealthy 
cities, which always afforded ts the farmer a ready market and 
the best prices ia good money; her ports crowded with ship- 
ping, and echoing to the voice of the mariner; every water-fall. 
t upon as the site of rising factories; the most distant 
hy the improvements dy travel isto almost im- 
tiveness of i ry mubipied 
ous machinery; 
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light and intelligence, the only safeguards of liberty, into every. 
cottage and family‘of our happy land. : “Alkthis has beep done 
, in the absence-of that.vaunted currency of solid gold which kas 
figured so largely iu the harangues of orators and demagogues, 
but of which so little has been found inthe hand of the duborer, » 
or the Tong green silk purses of our-bonest. but-too: credulous 
farmers-and mechanicis. “Gold!” “Gold!” that has been the: 
erys-end gold is sul! the ery, butnot with the people. Oh, ño, 
| siti they have something very different; but the Government 
has Been demanding it’ in all directions. . It has. heen wrung 
with an iron hand.rom the grasp of the peopie,. through, cua 
tord-houses; post offices, anddand offices, aud by yaconstitudan: 
a! circulars, issued on the mere ipse dicitot the Executive; . 
and at the same time payiag its creditors—the day-laborer.on 
your public works, the war-worn soldier ofthe Revolution, the 
galiant soldier, and the weather-beaten tar—in, depreciated 
bank paper, daily vilified by the Government press as trash and : 
rags. Letthese men bring that paper back, and. offer it inpay- 
ment for the postage of a letter,and.the Government officer Qim- 
seif paid in gold and silver) will fling it. back to him withecorn 
This ngh-handed mode of proceeding has borne. with pecu» 
liar hardship on the people of the West. ‘The hardy settler: 
who wishes,to purchase him a litle farm, and @ho, to decom: 
plish the object, has collectéd all his stanty means, whsh lie 
brings his money, such as his neighbors are content-to receive 
1a their daily business, to the land office, and. offers it to the 
Government for-his land, meets a repulse, and is turned.over to 
the land office broker; who obliges him to pay 5, 10; and 20 per 
cent. for money which this Government of the people will con- 
descend to receive. | This intolerable exaction falls chiefly.on 
our poorer citizens: on your fifty dollar, hundred doilar, and 
_ two hundred dllar-men, who ave seeking their-forty acres, or 
eighty aeres, or a quarter section, tó securea home -for therm- 
selves and their children. Your ten thousand, and fifty thou- 
sand, and hundred thousand dolar men, who ‘could. enter Jani 
hy the township ata tite for speculation, havé generally beeti 
in citcumstances.to estape the charitab’e ait of the appendant 
broker, so cohveniently attached to, every great jand office. 
Who was benefited by this most arbitrary and unauthorized 
rescript from the Executive, I do not pretend to know: but this 
I know; the poor, but honest and industrious farmer was, by 
its operation, stripped of his little earnings, long and. painrally 
hoard d, till, as he fondly hoped, he had enough laid upto pur 
chase hima home, and in many-ceses it-has plucked ‘him so 
crueily as to send him back utterly defeated and disappointed 
in the attempt to purchase his farm. Seth is the practical 
operation of that far-famed and much: lauded measure, the 
SPECIE CIRCULAR. The grievance lieg at the door of the Go. 
vernment. There I leave it, The oppression is great, the 
people groan under it, and J, as their Representative in this 
House of the people, demand its redress in their name. $ 
Mr. Chairman, it was under cicumstances such as T have 
heen endeavoring to dezcribe ihat Congress metat the opening 
ofthe special session in September, What bad the people a: 
right to expect from the President they had so recently elevated’ 
to the highest diguity.in their.gift?. They had aright to expect, 
and the whole country: did expect,” with one feeling of anxiety 
and hope, thatthe President woul commend:.to, Congress 
prompt, decided, and evergetic- meastres: for the relief ofthe 
community,’ The proclamation assembling Congress át so 
early a day was hailed in «dl directions, North. South, East and 
West, asan omen of better imes, a pledge-and promisé of bet 
terthings to come —_ It was welcomed as an indication that the 


| new President was about to yield up the high-sirung, arbitrary, 


and oppressive measures which had, heretofore marked. the ad» 
ministration of this Government, and at length-te pay some ye- 
gard. to afford come slight notice.of the peeple and their griev- 
ances. But svon, too soon, alas! were they effectually con- 
vinced of their mistake. Soon was it discovered that Congress 
had been called to relieve, not the people, but the Government. 
Who can ever forget. the throb of astonishment. and dismay 
which pervaded a part of this body and the nation on‘discove- 
ring, in the. Presidenv’s opening message, no single measure re- 
commended for the relief of the people, but every: ‘proposal’ di: 
rected exclusively to disembarrass the Government alone? The 
pexple were lef to grapple, unpitied and unaided, with those dif 
ficulties which nothing bad produced but the acis of the Govern- 
ment: the Government could have relieved them bya touch. dt 
possessed an irresistible majority in both branches of Congress, 
Had it met the crisis openly, promptly, and witan honest desire 
first to relieve the peuple, whose servant it professes. to be, and 
for whose sole benetit. and beheot it was brought into being, an al- 
most immediate restorauon might have been effi cted. But the 
Administration, like the young and headstrong Prince of Israel, 
rejected the counsel which would have bound the people’s 
hearts to it forever, and pursued the advice of other counsellors, 
betier suited to its ambition and its pride. Like “the haughty 
Pharisees, it Bound upon the people grievous burdens, and 
heavy to be borne, while itself refused to touch them with. so 
much as one of its fingers. ‘The sew. President came into of 
fice under a pledge, previously and publicty given, to “follow in 
the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor,” regardless of what 
the consequences might, be; a pledge which, I wil venture:to 
say, has been. tlie r cst. uniurtunate event, as well for Mr. Van 
Buren himself as ‘for these United States, that could possibly 
have happened to either. The: results cf this promise were 
abundantly evidentin the tenor of his message at the opening 
of the special session of Congress. Not only does he abe-ain 
from recommending any measures of relief from the emruar- 
rassments ofthe country, but he expressly denies all obligation 
on the part of the Government to do any thing: for the regula- 
tion of the exchanges, er for the furnishing.of a sound and 
wholesome currency tothe people. Whatishis language? 
“These were formerly regarded as am incidental accommo- 
dation, but not one which the Federal Government was bound,. 
or could be called upon to farnish.”* > $ 
He says further: ; 


“This accommodation is now, indeed, after the lapse of not 
many years, demanded fram the Government ss.among-its first 
duties and an omission of the duty is treated as a ground of lout. 
and serious complaint.” 

And has it come to thia? Is the Government now all at once 
to abandon what has been its acknowledged duty ever since it 
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was a Government, and now, for the first time, to turn round 
and declare that Government is not bound in any way to con- 
cern itself about the currency? That it is not its province to 
take any measures to regulate and equalize the-exchanges? 
What one interest comes nearer home to the people, to the 
whole people, to every man in the community, than that of the 
cucrency in which we are to pay our debts, to. collect our dues, 
to realize our labor, and, in a werd, to conduct eur whole busi- 
ness? Ifthe Goverament has no concern in an interest like 
this, it has no concern with the prosperity or happiness of the 
nation. 3 

Such was the message of September; and what is that with 
which the present session has-been opened? Does it seund a 
different pute? _ Does it recommenda different policy? Does it 
evince that wisdom which is the fruit of experience; that mag- 
nanimity which is prompt to acknowledge a di-covered orror? 
No, sir! No, sir! with unyielding, unrelenting, unpitying sterne 
ness, Ìt adheres to the course already pursued. To relieve the 
Government, (9 sustain the Government, to accommodate the 
Gove nment, this, and this alone, isits scape and aim. With 
this sole view, its measures are recommended; to this hour not 
one solitary measure has been proposed to ua by the President 
for the relief of the country. . 

I shall here be reminded that the message recommends the 
Sub-Treasury scheme. That measure has, indesd, for the pre- 
sent, been suffered to slumber; but I apprehend that it is bat 
held in ‘reserve, and that the people are yet to enjoy the fulness 
of its blessings. And what, str, is the Sub-Treasury scheme but 
another experiment?) An experiment not merely on the finav- 
cial policy of the Government, but an experiment on the peo- 
ple; and one more bold and daring than has yet been attempted 
by any Administration, Jtis put forward ina bull, just as the 
physician extends his learned finger, and thus feels the pulse of 
the patient on wham he is to operate. With sagacious touch, 
he watches every vibration, that he may judge from this test the 
state of the system subjected to his skill, Just sois it now at- 
tempted to foc! the pulse of the American people, and cautious- 
ly to try how far they will submit to innovation on their esta- 
blished institutions, and to what extent they will permit en- 
croachment ou their rights. Sir, I will venture to say that the 
indications thus far are ‘not encouraging. This darling mea- 
sure of the Administration has met from the American nation 
such a greeting as might have been expected from a free and 
intelligent people. Sir, the medicine wiil not be taken. The 
patient has too much will, he must be further reduced; he 
must be brought lower and made sicker before he will swallow 
the dose. Such seems to be tha policy resolved upen; but he 
wno expecta that it will be submitted to vary much mistakes, in 
my apprehension, the. American character. Sir, are there no 
symptoms of resistance? Has no voice come up from the val- 
ley; no sound reverberated from the hih? No entire States 
gone off ia solid column? Sir, the muttering thunder may al. 
ready be heard; it comes with every breeze; it rolls at once 
around the entire horizon. . It peals in the North, and is an- 
swered and re-echoed by yet louder peals from the South. and 
the West. Willgenticmen close their ears? Shall public opi- 
nion, expressed with so much clearness and so muck unani- 
mity, be disregarded by those who are every day professing that 
the wishes of the people are their supreme law? Sir, this Sub- 
Treasury bill has been figuring largely in another part of 
this building, and its discussion has called forth muck splenilid 
talent and many profound and masterly views of national 

volicy, But the little, the very little ceremony with which it 

as been treated by this House, might, one would think, read a 
Jesson to its friends as: to the degree of its estimation in this 
branch of the Legislature. No sooner did ii show its face in 
this House, than it was promptly laid upon the tab'e; nor was 
this the first greeting of the kind which that proposition re- 
ceived from the assembled Representatives of the American 

eople. At the special session it received a similar fate, and 
it was generally hoped that the vote which then placed it on 
your table had consigned it to the peaceful shades of eternal 
repose. 

But no, sir; the President, or at least his organ here, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, has disturbed its 
slumbering ashes; the vaults have been thrown open, the bars 
and the strong boxes have given way, and its ghost etalks 
through this House a portentous shade, threatening the living 
with’all the horrors of its prison house. Thave been ata lossto 
imagine what van be the motive of the Administration in thus 
determining to urge the passage of this bill against the known 
will of the people. They cannot pretend ignorance. If they 
have any doubts, let them inquire of the Connec icut delegation. 
No, sir, they have no doubts about the matter. That plea can 
avail them no longer. Why then insist so desperately on this 
measure? Isit that hey hope to build a fortress where they 
may set public sentiment at defiance? Do they kope to erecta 
bulwark which shall yeparaie the Government from the people, 
and against which the thunders of public indignation may be 
hurled in vain? Isit to provide themselves with a refuge where 
they may in satety share the “‘speils of victory” wrung from 
the hands of a vanquished people, vanquished in their own 
stronghold, this Hall of their chosen representatives? If that is 
the hope, I trust, sir, it will be effectually blighted. 

What is this Sub-Treasury scheme? Let us look at it fora 
moment. Iflcomprehend it, the plan proposes ta place the en- 
tire revenue ef this Government for distribution end safe-keep- 
ing in the bande of individual receivers holding their appoint- 
ment from the Presidenws recommendation, ard subject to re- 
mova} at his pleasure. The money is to be put unreservedly in 
their hands, professedly to be kept, and practically and in fact 
to be used by them, under no ether restraint than the dread of 
detection anil exposure. But, allowing them to be ever so ho. 
nest; it-will; under such asystem, be in the power of the Execu- 
tive to favor-er to oppress any portion of the country at his will. 
He ean place the public funds atany point and to any amount 
that may suit his own purposes. Ile can thus punish or reward 
at will, He can drainthe West and fill the South or East when- 
soever he will; he can take vengeance on obnoxious States, and 
can reward obedient States in-a-mannar which cannet be re- 
sisted or ingnired into. ‘The operation can gc on, and the peaple 
know nothing about the matter. til) they learn it through the 
effects.” These offices, while their effi-cts will be eo great, will 
themselves be Jittle other than mere sinecures—Government 
strawberries—yewards for favorites, a retirement for broken 
dows party hacks, worn out in character ant property. Who 
xhall lireit their number? Judging from the experiance of fo- 
reign Governments where the systema has been adopted, we may 
expect them to multiply like the locusts in Egypt, and, like 
these locugts, they will eat out our substance. In the hands ef 


thesemen, the estire treasure of the country is to be deposited, 


wane 


Some of them will hold under their lock and key millions of the 
public money. It will be drawn from the hande of the hard- 
working man, to be poured, at the President's beck and plea- 
sure, into the pockets of this army of inercenaries, the janizaries 
ofthe thrones. Sir, we have heard much of the danger of uniting 
tke purse and the sword: let that bill become a law, and the thing 
is done. The President will have at bis disposal not only the 
military, but the moneyed power of te Republic. . And think 
you.a power like this will be suffered to sleép? Will euch an 
Instrument rust for want ef using? Never, sir, never. In the 
good old times of genuine Demvcracy—I mean the days of Tho 

mas Jefierson—had an officer of this General Government at- 
tempted, in the slightest degree, to influence the free elections of 
the people, he would have been instantly dismissed from office. 
But how is it n w? The very reverse is true.. That office- 
holder who refuses to exert his whole industry and influence at 
the ballot-boxes, may count upon being turned out as soon as 
the election is over. He is ne longer worthy to be trusted. He 
has betrayed his trust; failed in his first and highest duty. Such 
is the state of things with euch power asthe Executive now pos- 
seszes, Give him this Sub-Treagury bill, and how long will it 
be till State officers and Congressional representatives will be 
chosen by a rescript from the throne? Such is the. measure pro- 
posed by the Executive to meet and to relieve the distresses of 
asuffering people | This is the Administration’s physic for all 
the ille ofthe Republic. 

But, sir, they prepared for us another dose; and though we 
would not swallow the first, we were compelled to take the 
second. ‘Ehis was the bill to postpone the payment of the 
fourth instalment of the distiibution act, By this the people 
were deprived of nine millions of dollars to which they were 
entitled, both in law and equity. The money was a surplus, 
collected from the peupie, over and above the wants of the Go- 
vernment. Three other instalments had (though with infinite 
reluctance, and in the worst possible way) been already return: 
ed to them; they were equally entitled ta the residue; Dut no, 
they could not have it, the President had need of it. The Trea- 
sury called for it, and we gave it at their earnest entreaty, but 
not with my vetes Was thisall? No, sir; we had heard a great 
uoise about gold; we were told of the vast amount of it which 
had flowed in under the wise measures of this hard-iwoney Ad- 
ministration; bus, when matters came to the point, the gold 
was notto be found. No, sir, n r the silver either. The Frea- 
sury was in astrait; the national money-box was full of empti 
ness, and these hard-money, gold boasting, gold-importing, 
gold-promising rulers came to Congress for the issue of ten 
millions of Government paper. Ay, sir, ten millions of paper 
money—Treasury promises. This was the Administration 
gold that was to shine through the silken purses of our farmers’ 
wives and daughters. Well, sir, we gave them what they 
asked. They were very humble, very thankful, and made 
many promises that they would never ask for any more- Six 
months have clapsed, and here they are, at our dor, begging, 
in humble tone, for just ten millions more ! 

But let us look atthe bill. What is its tile? “A bill to carry 
into effect the act of October, 1837.”. Now, sir, here is decep- 
tion on the very face of the bill. The first feature of the mea- 
sure is falsehood. A bill to carry into effect the act of October ! 
Why, sir, what was the act of October? Tt was a bill to autho- 
rize the issue of ten millions of ‘Treasury notes. Well, sir, 
were not the notes issued? Yes, sit, every dollar; and was not 
that law fulfilled? It was complete in itself, it proposed to do 
a certain thing, which thingit did. And now they put forth to 
usa bill purporting to carry into effect the Jaw of October! 

it is deceptive in another respect. It professes to provide for 
the issue only of notes to be a medium of paying and receiving 
the Government dues; whereas its real purpose is to furnish 
to this nation a paper circulation—a paper currency. Sir, I 
do not pretend to be much skilled in these matters. Iam no 
financier; I never, in my life, could make something ow of no- 
thing; but this hard-meney Administration proposes to pay its 
debts and supply a curres ey to the people, by engraving pro- 
mises in blue and red ink. Instead of authorizing a loan of 
money, and with that money paying its creditors, it proposes 
to pay them in promises to pay. Why this device? Why not 
borrow, as hasbeen dune betore? Can it be that these wise and 
able finznciers are ashamed of the condition into which they 
have brought us? Do they blush te think that so soon after 
their own boasting, and the public joy over the payment of the 
national debt, the peeple should discover that a new debt has 
been created? That is the fact. Disguise it as they please, 
there is a deficit in the Treasury, and a new national debt must 
ba created to meet it. Sir, no portion-of this responsibility rests 
at my door. I have’ opposed this whole course of measures 
from their inception. It is true I did not infliet any speeches on 
this House, because l perceived that the subject.was in good 
hands, and heard it ably ai.d convincingly debated by others 
more competent to do it justice than L-can pretend tobe. Icon- 
tented myself with voting. But I can do so no longer. It has 
become a duty to myself to place my own position fairly before 
my constituents and the country. 

The act of October has not only been carried into fall effect; 
the grief is that it hes been too fully accomplished. The ten 
millions, which were to be received in payment of the public 
dues, have come back too soon. The revenue pours in too 
vast. They cannot keep the notes out: These forces of the 
Administration, with their red and blue uniforms, will not 
keep the field. They rush back into winter quarters, and there, 
alas,theydie! Yes, sir; not one of them ever returns to the 
zervice. There wasin the act of October a most ‘unfortunate 
clauze about cancelling. The blame, no doubt, rests entirely 
with those who were so much opposed to that act. They wick- 
edly suspected. nay, they dared to put that ensnicion into 
words, on this fluor, thatthose Treasury notes were intended to 
circulate as money! Yes sir; that the plan was to have a new 
issue of the oid continental. Such a suggestion shocked the 
feelings of the friends of the Administration; and to put ii for- 
ever at rest, this cancelling clause was inserted iw the bill. Ik 
was an ugly ¢lause,a very ungracinus clause; and accordingly 
it has been omitted in the present bill. There is not a word 
about it; and, though the issuing of these notes is to be subject 
tothe provisions cf the bill of last year, there is nething to 
prevent the reissuing of them as t as they come in. Sir, 
here isno camp fever to sweep off the troops as fast as they 
comem. No, sir; they may “fight their batties oer again, and 
thrice may slay the slain?” ` = 

l object te this new issue of. prornissory notes. - There is nó 
adegggie means of payment. We have already ten millions 

Bich must eventually be paid; F am not prepared to send 
iHions more. Itie true, the chairman of the Commit- 


ays and Means has shown usa long array of assets. 


which are to be realized; but these exposes of the. expected re-. 
sources of the Goverment dfer so much from each other that 
my trust is greatly weakened in any of them; “Sirs what Céas 
the Treasury actually need? : Must we grant them the whole of 
these ten milHons to relieve their secessity?.. If's0, let them say 
so plaiwly, and Tam ready to “give in, in dny proper médée‘and 
form, Let them present us such a bill as I can consistently: 
and conscientiously vote for, and it shall have my’ prompt sup- 
port. I will vote nt cheerfully—gladly. -T- have no pleasure 1% 
the embarrassments of my Government... Let who will adminie..- 
ter it, when it isin need it shall have any-and all the help I ran 
consistently render it, Sit, what is the reliance-of. the honera- 
ble chairman, and his friend, the Secretary:of the Treasury, for 
the payment of these Treagury notes? . Their trust is on braken 
petbanks. Their reliance is on the twenty eight millions whch 
have gone back te the people of the States. Ah, sir, if tharis 
their hope, they may look long for its coming. 1 strongly augs 
pect they will never behold that money coming into the Treasury 
to pay these Treasury promises. Sir. it js one thing to give a 
note, and another thing to meet it. They have promised tn 
millions; they now want to promise ten millions mere; and, if 
they goon much longer increasing the national debt, the day. is- 
not fardistant when our farmers will have ta plough one furrow 
for themselves, and another for the Government. Lam epposed. 
to this indirect course of legislation. Let. them honestly tell us 
how much they are behind-hand, and I amready to vute: them 
a loari for the amount. But, sir, no more Seta notes. I 
never vate forthem, unless in an emergency; I never,have voted 
forthem. The practice is unwarrantedand dangerous. Wha', 
sir, resort to Treasury notes in atime of profound peace! lt 
has ńever been done. 1 know that, during a war, and immedi: 


` ately after it, in a great national crisis, this measure has been 


ventured on; but only for the shortest possible term; end when 
that expired, the notes have been recalled with all speed.. But 
here are two emissions in Jess than a year. - Sir, is ìt possible 
the Government is maturing for us a new plan of currency, 
which is to be carried whether we paes the Sub-Treasury bil} or 
not? Time willshow. For myself, I am so utterly opposed to 
the.scheme, that I cannot vote even for the grantotiwoumilliars 
of Treasury notes, and a loan forthe balance, Tam ready. for 
a loan of the whole ten millions; and } am assured, ong sud au 
thority, that the money. can be obtained. with éase, and in time 
to meet the emergency. I will vote for that.. Tanrrerdy lore- 
Neve the Treasury; that is my desire; that is the desire of the 
people of my district. When the Governwent isin serious diffi: 
culty, all. party distinctions vanish, and the genuine American 
feeling comes forth with prompt and efficient aid, Bat they are 
against this paper money.. You. gaid tbat without interest it 
would beat par with specie; you have put-six per cent. interest 
upon it, and itis depreciated notwithstanding. ` Itis even below. 
the paper of non-specie paying hanks. Yes, sir, below that 
reg money which ts here cried down in such terms of vilupe- 
ration. A recent paper from the great money market “of. our 
country has this consoling paragraph: : 

“Phere are just now no less than six different kinds of cur- 
rency used in thecity of New York! Treasury notes, which 
are below par, and are used exclusively to pay custom-houre 
dues; the notes ofspecie paying’ banks, received at the post offices 
specie, to sell at the brokers; safety fund hank notes, for ordinary 
circulation, but not received at the city banks; and two or three 
nondescripts.” . ; 

Yet you are going to throw ten millions more of this sort of 
money into the market. LT object toit. Iris not necersary; the 
Government can obtain a sound currency withent it; and why 
issue a trash which is sure to depreciate. and which cannot de- 
preciate without, in the same degree, sinking the credit of this 
Government? Pass this bill, and it will how outin fleode. No 
man can tell: what amount of it will be in:the. market in six 
months, 3 

I object, further, to the course which nas been pursued in the 
att«mpt to force this bill upon the House by the force of caucns 
machinery and a‘midnight session, Not only are we asked to 
borrow money, but tbe precise form and mode is prescribed to 
vs. Here isabillfor you: pass that just as it stands; and pass 
no other. Sir, is this language proper to he held to the Repre- 
sentatives of a free people? To be held to us by servants? Is 
the Executive to direct us what Course to take? Is heto dictate . 
the laws? I trust it has not yet come to that. Itis our duty, I 
admit, to.previde for the public necessities; but are we not to- 
judge of the proper mode in which it shall be done? Must we, 
willing or unwilling, vote a currency which isto become a drug 
in the market? which is to eink the credit of sur Government? 
and for which the head of the Treasury must come down inte 
the money maiketand negotiate for terms? Shall we submit 
to this needless degradation when we can conimand the eilvor, 
which will benefiuthe country and the Government, and this 
because the President or his Secretary, or the Secretary’s sub- 
Secretary in this House tells ua we “musi?” Bir, it is adicia- 
tion which F, far one, as a Representative of a portion of the 
people of Ohio, am not prepared to submit.te, The policy is 

ad. Ithas been condemned by our greatest and our wisest 
men. It was most pointedly denounced by the late President of 
the United States. In his letter to Mr. Blair, in July last, he. 
says: š 
“I hope no Treasury notes will he issued. The Treasury 
drafts on actual deposites are constitutional and ne not par~ 
take of paper credits, as Treasury notes, which are subject io 
depreciation by the merchants, and ‘banks, and shavers, and 
brokers; and will be, if issued, and the Government cannot 
avoid it”? 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means wilk-not 
deny that this is high authority; a majority of thie House dare. 
not dery it; yet he will have us go in the very teeth of thead- 
vice of one whose lightest word was once law to him, to. them, 
and to the nation. - į 

Mr. Chairman, taking all these objections together, they pre- 
sent, to my mind, an insarmountable barrier toa vote in favor 
i I cemot vota it. Iwill notn Let uchave a sound 
currency; “a better currency” than these printed promises; a 
currency that will not. depteciate; a currency that will para.os 
fieely ia the mountains us in the cities. and courts; in the West 
as inthe East; which will have a uniform value, and a free and 
universal circulation. Sucha currency these notes can never 
supply. -. ’ Rene 

Lrese,.Mr. Chairman, with great-reluctance-and chiesly ty te 
pe: the injurious charge that the opponents of this bil! are un- 
willing ie meet the wants of the Government, and -lwok: with 
satisfaction on the difficuliies of their country. - That charge E 
cast back with indignation ọn ihoge who kave nade, aml 
challenge them to ary us: with a fair end honest bill, which 
owns the. exigency of Government and: provides..a vale and 
“honorable method: aos Beet : 
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In the House of Representatives, May 14, 1838—On the 
` h d Treasury note bill. $ i 


dle on the state of the Uuioa, on the “bill to carry into 
pact approved-on the iah day of October, 1837, to au 
thorize the. issuing of Treasury notes,” with the amendment of- 
feredhy Mr. ROBERTSON, : : 
; ¢ 


ty DUNN rose and'said: > : e 

Mr. Cgamman: The object of. the bill under considération is, 
to'supply.the wants of the Government by an issue of ten. mil- 
liong.of' ‘Treasury oles. 
the nature.and ext 
supplyibg-them. ...... : 
` “In-coramion. with any.who-have spoken on this and other 
occasions, | must complain ofa want of that informatio. néces- 
sary to. determine the first question to my own satisfaction. If 
T look fo the various statéments furnished this Mouse by those 
whose: official stations make it their duty to afford this informa: 
tion, I find-so wide a difference between chem that I cannot rely 
upon the estimatea thus furnished with that certainty and satis. 
faction which a representative ought to feel when vating away 
the money of his‘constituents. ` When I look to the report of 
the: Secretary. of the Treasury, submitted at the present session, 
T find that he makes the whole amount coming into the Frea- 
sury the present year $33,045,787. The chairman vf the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, the next best authority on all sub- 
jeota connected with the. finances, has recently favored the 

Touxe with a speech, in which he foo:s up the receipts at 
about the same sum. -But in comparing the items which com- 
pose these aggregates, | find a most surprising difference in the 
amount of.almost every. one of them. . The Secretary calculates 
the amount to, be received from susioms and sales of land at 
$18,500,000; ‘the chairman ofthe committee sets down that item 
at $15,000,000; a difference af three and a half millions of dol- 
la 
with.some excuge from the fact that the estimate must, from its 
nature, be conjectural, yet it would have heen much more satis- 
factory. to ime,.and I think to the nation, had some reason or 
plausible supposition been given for so great a reduction. The 
next tem, however, appears to’ me still more extraordinary, 
and is without anysuch excuso, Itis the estimate of the re- 
ceipts from postponed duty bonds, $4,009,000; the second bond 
due from the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, $2,293,121; 
air} the balances becoming payable the present year from the 
deposite banka. with interest, $1,466 666; making, according to 
the S.cretary, $7,759,787. In the speech just alluded to, the 
chairman ofthe Commities of Ways and Means has brought 
up these exnectancies to $10,005,000: being two and a quasier 
millions more than the Secretary made them. 

This isa matter, str, aout which there should be no uncer- 
tainty. It cannot rest on conjecture, “The whole amount of 

y2tponed bands and bank. balances falling due within the year 
s matteriof record, and should admit of no mistake. How, then, 
shall we account for this vast difference? . 

(Mr; CAMBRRLENG here interposed, and said: With the per- 
mission of tbe gendeman from Indiana, he would. explain to 
him and the committee that, on examining this subject, an error 
had been discovered in the Secretary’s estimate. He had not 
allowe'l enough for the postponed bonds; ‘and, therefore, in cor- 
recting that error, he had set‘down the sum to be received at ten 
mittions,-ingtesd of the sum givén by the Secretary, ` ; 

- Me Curtis here desired to inquire of his colleague, the chair- 
mañ of the Committee of Ways and Means, at what sum he had 
es'imated the postponed duty bonds falling due this year? 

Mc. CAMBREVENG answered about six miljons. } a 

Mr. Dunn proceeded.. For all the purposes I had in view, 
Mr. Chairman, the explanation does not help the matter. 1t was 
not my intention të go into the inquiry, at this time, who was 
right or-who was wrong, in regaid to this estimate, but to show 
te the committee. bow little reliance could he placed upon these 
oficiat reports from the Department, and z0 remove from my- 
selfand others the clamor that is attempted at our expense, that, 
when we seek to investigate: (hese matters for ourselves, we are 
consuming time unnecessarily, and endeavoring to bankrupt thc 
Government, “Sir, this is the charge put forth. against us, al- 
though:but two. days have yet. been spest in the co-wideration of 
this bill.. If I had faith in the accuracy of these official state- 
ments, Pmight take. them upon trust But who can ask that of 
mé, alter. the explanation just given? i 

It is admitted that a mistake of two millions of dollars has 
been made in the Treasury report oflast December, and never 
discovered dntil. now; or, if diecovered before, never accounted 
for to this House.or the nation;: and_.which, perhaps, never 
would. have ‘been accounted for, but for what has just taxen 

Jace. ` i Acie 
$ Sir, it seers tọ me that when an. officer. of this Government 
commitaan errot of such magnitude in his official correspon- 
dence with. this body, a due, wear for us and for himself would 
require an ampte and) immediace official explanation... I will 
not, however, dwell further upon this-topic, but pass to another 
ten. - ` : 
verte next one which 1 wish to sotice is ‘the amount of Trea. 
eury notes. under the acto: October last? remaining to be issued 
during the -fiscal year. This, sec 1 
$6,700,000; but, according tothe chairman of the Committee of 
‘Waya.and Means, is seven millions, showing a difference of 
$1,300,000... This also, Mr. Chairman, being a mere matter. of 
figures, should admit of.no mistake, and, tosay the least of it, 
shows a great n-gligence in the making up of these statements. 

Again, eit. - Tn the item which follows is a much greater va- 
fiance. The balance. of money which would remain in the 
"Fyaasury on the 1st of January. ‘asi, is estimated by thé Secre- 
fary,at-$1,083,493, while the chairman of the comimuteée reduces 
it: 10. $500,000, a difference. of more than one-half. How can 
this de? * z 


involves, therefore, an inguiry into 
htof those wants, and the best moans of 


ou s 
the akMlor accuracy ofthe Deparimentin question. 

“Now; sir, take the statements thus furnished by the Secretary 
and by the gentleman from New. York, (Mr. Camprenenc].and 


The House having again resolved itself into Committee of 


> This variance is-very great; and, however it may meet ` 


ading to the Treasurer, is . 
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Independent Treasury—Mr. Dunn. 


select the largest Hems contained in each, and it gives us an ms 
come of thirty-six and a half millions. - ‘Inlike manner, take the 
smallest sums given by each, and it makes the revenue twenty- 
nine millions —a difference ef seven and a half millions, n-arly 
the whole sum aakad-by this bill. And yet, sir, with all these 
palpable discrepancies before us, when ‘we hesitate; when we 
stop to inquire, when we complain of being compelled to vote 
upon such financiering, haphazard, and in-such haste, the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [MY Ruerr] threatens us with the 
vengeance of the people; calis it a refusal of supplies forthe re- 
cessary wants of the Government, and is pleased to compare our 


conduct with thatofa party in Congress whicn -voted against ~ 


supplies to carry. on the late war with Great Britain. 

‘Truly, sir, I am at a loss to know where that gentleman finds. 
facts for either his charge or comparison. There has been no 
refusa! to vote supplies. Ihave heard no gentleman say that 
he would not vote for all that was demanded. even by the lame 
and inaccurate éstimates furnished to us. Even that gentle-. 
man’s colleague, JMr. T'Hompson,] when he declared that the 
Tlouse would be justifiable in frefusing, at thé same time stated 
that he vould give what was asked. And has not the Opposi- 
tion, and more than once, too, offered an immediate issue of more 
thantwo millions of Treasury notes for present emergencies, 


aad thus‘afford time to look into this important measure; and | 


who, sir, hay voted that proposition ddéWn? Have we not time 
anil again, and months ago, besonght the fciends of the Admi- 
nistration co furnish the House witha statement of all the de- 
mands against the Government, and more especially of the Fle- 
rida war, accompanied with aa offer to supply the whole sum 
at once? Itistrue,sir, we gave ample notice that, before we 
could consent to vote for appropriations for new operations, 
we should insist npon an investigation Into the extravagant and 
wasteful expenditure of former sims. And how have :H 
these fair and honorable propositions been met by the domi- 
nant party here? . Why, sir, rejected with disdain, Let it not 
be said, then, that we are withholding supplies. 

And, was it so, largely must the gentleman have drawn upon 
his imagination, when he likened itto the opposition of the mi- 
nority in Congress to furnish supplies for the last war. Are 
the circumstances of the country the samo? Are we engaged 
in a struggle with the most powerful nation on the globe? Do 
the footsteps ofa foreign fee pollute our soil? Are her ships 
hovering over our coast? No, sir. And if there is no similari- 
ty in this respect, can the gentleman find it in the character 
and ability of the stateamen of that and the present day? Will 
he compare the gentleman who now fills the Executive chair 
with that exalted man who, though now gone down to the 
toinh, can never be forgotten? Will he liken the preseat head 
ofthe Treasury Department to the able financier who then 
guided its destinies? Will he venture to tell us, after what we 
have seen and known, that we can as safely place millions of 
the people’s money inthe hands of our present rulers, as we 
could in the hands of those of the period named? Ah, sir, well 
may we say that then , 

“This land was famously enriched 
With politic grave counsel,” 

Can we say so now? But. sir, bad ax our rulers are, they 

E il I belong to my country, and I will not pursue the comparison 
urther, : , 

Taking the sum demanded as the true one, Inext desire your 

attention to the other question which I propose to consider, viz: 


the best method of raising the amount. needed. And Here, sir, 


let me say, that not the least objectionable feature of this trans- 
action, in my estimation, is the attempt to dictate to. this House 
the mode and manner of providing thissupply. This power of 
originating the ways and means, placed so entirely within our 
control—so jealously guarded by the framers of our Cnstitu- 
tion from all interference as to be prohibited to the other branch 
of Congress—hitherto held so sacreil that, on more than one ot 
casion, this House has spurned from i: measures emanating 
from that quarter, merely because, by possibility trey might 
be construed into an encroachment upon this authority—should 
be kept still more carefully from the pollution of Executive in- 
terference. How much better would it have been, more re- 
apectfal to this House, more creditable to the Administration, 
tohave permitted this matter to remain open to the unbiassed 
activa of the House. But, instead of that, we find a particular 
course designated for us;and gentlemen of high standing with 
the Administration tell us, iu a tone of authority, that they will 
have this measure carried, or, they wilthave none. Sir, when- 
ever a bill of this magnitude can be driven through this ouse 
hy the mere force of Executive recommendation well may we 
tremble for the safety of the cosntry. 

Sir, we have a duty to perform to those who sent us here; 
and, in reference io the bill before us, that duty isto inquire 


- whether the method proposed by the Administration is abe best 


one for supp'ying the wants of the Treasury. And, for one, I 
Intend to make that inquiry, and act according as my judgment 
shall dotermine it. > 

We have about ten miltionsof claims falling due us within 
the present year. More become due the next year, and some 
the year following. Why shall not some of these bonds be 
disposed of? A bill to direct a sale of tha bonds of the United 
Ltates Bank of Pennsylvania is now on the files of the Houe, 
having paseed the Senate, and, as itappears to meet with no up 
position, can, if the Administration side of the House will con- 
sent, be aken upand made a law immediately. This will pro- 
vide six millions, surely enough for all present purposes. 

This, I conceive, would te our course in private life. No 
man, bec ming embarrassed, and holding notes and bonds of 
others in good credit, and which could ‘be Cashed. would 
think of issuing his own paper, and compelling his creditors to 
take it. 

But, sir, if we must have resort to.our credit, is there no other 
wav of using ic that will be more effectual for the purpose in- 


‘tended, and more satisfastory to the country? If the object is 


simply to raise money and pay off our debts, what are the inte- 
rests that should he consulted? Surely the first shonld be that 
of our creditors, the poor and honest men we have heard 


! about, to. whom, itis said, we owe this money. Which of the | 


two modes. a loan or an issue-of notes, will be most satisiactory 
to them? In the one case they will get paper promises; in the 
other they will get money, and hard money, teo, if they desire 
it, Sir, we have heard miuch about.the credit of this Govern- 
ment, and how it would degrade itself to pay anything but gold 
or silver. Js there any of thissqueamishness manifested in the 
present measure?’ Weare offering. the Administration gold and 
silver; they are insisting pon irr leemable Governmentspaper. 
Sis, Ihave an authority at ha- d quite tothe purpose—an autho- 
rity which will'not be disputed in all that relates to hard money. 
Itis the argumens of one high: in favor withthe Administration 


` one who, if repart speaks true, has a pre-emption 


_ other, and tell the creditor to take his choice, No! 


Defeat the resolution, and the Government. will quickly 


the next vacancy mthe White House. ; 
Ina recent speech made ‘by that gentleman, {Mi 
upon.the propriety of receiving: specie- paying baht. notes. 
the Government, he employs argumens so: ap m; 
oh this occasion, that T could not ada to them, 
says: s me Apg siy : 
“It is the most. revolting. proposition ever made 
gress! It isa flagrant violation of the Constitution, by. 
paper money a tender both to and from the Goveram 
fraught with ruin.and destruction to ‘the. public’ property, 
public Treasury; andthe public: creditors, -The not 8.0% 
hundred banks ave to. be received. into tie. Treasury, agd diss. 
bursed fromthe Treasury.: They are to be paid out’as well as 
paid ‘in, : Zhe ridiculous proviso of willingness to receive 


‘them on the part of the public credilor ts an insulti lame JOT > 


, The disbursing officers: 
does not offer hard money with one hand and paper with the: 
he offers 
To talk of willingness when there is.n¢_ 
Great is the lors of po- 


there is no choice; tt is that: or notht: 


paper or nothing! j 
choice, is insult,-mockery, avd outrage. 


- pularity which this Administration has sustained from paying 


out depreciated paper; great. the deception which, has. been 
practised upon the Government in: representing. this paper.as | 
being willingly received. . Necessity, and not.good. wail ruled 
the creditor; indignation, resentment, and-execrations on thead- 
ministration, were the thanks with which he received it, This 
has disgraced and injured the Administration more than ail 
other causes put together; it has lost it tens of thousands of true 
friends, It iz now getting into» condition to pay hard money; 
and this resolution comes to. prevent such payment, and: to. 
continue and perpetuate the ruinous paper money. payinente. & 

yay aik. 
demands upon it in gold and silver, and will recover its, popu- 
larity: pass it, and paper money will continue to be paid ‘out, 
and the Administration will continue to-lose. gronpd.”? 

What could be more apposite tothe occasion on hand} How- 
ever some -of us might question the applicability of the argu- 
meni to bank notes redeemable on demand in specie, yet none 
can doubt its full force as regards inconvertible Treasury noles, 
always below specie par, and most frequently beyond that of 
non-specie. paying bank. notes.. Sufficient for me. is it, that it 
completely refutes. any supposition that-our, creditors would 
prefer theso nolés to.money, which the, course. we propose. wil 
give them. Let those gentlemen, then, who profess#o mach re- 
gard for the public creditor, and who contend that to ‘offer -him 
Dank notes payable and paid on demand on demand Jn specie is 
“insult, mockery, and outrage,” reconcile this forcing, upon., 
him of Treasury paper. | a eae M 

If the course we propose is thus better for the men we owo, 
let woe ask if there is any interest of the country that forbids it. 
T know, sir, it has been, both at the last and present session, 
contended that by the issue of Treasury notes no debt was create 
ed; it was no lvan of money. The President, in his Seprember 
message, holds this doctrine: È BET Soe 

“It ig not proposed to procure the required amount by loans - 
or increased taxation.” s s “Treasury notes May he 
temporarily issued, to be gradually redecmed as it (amount due 
us) is received.” s$ A 

‘Thus, also, chimesin the Secretary of the Treasury, in his 

report at ihe same session: : 
à 


It need not be a loan, or aniinerease nf. taxes of any kind.” 
o “One mode would be to authorize an issue of Trea. 


| .sury notes, receivable for all public dues, but without interesi”? 


- -And-even very-recently, the charman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means used the following language: , . 

“We have heard -much,: sic, “here. and elsewhere, about a 
bankrupt Treasury, loans and ap debt h statements . 
and anticipations are without foundation. 

“Phere is nothing, sir, in the past.or present. $ je.: 
Treasury, nor in the prospect ahead, to warrant this charge of. 
bankruptcy, or to authorize a publie debt.” ver 

Then, sir, the very beauty of the Treasury note scheme was, 
that it was no loan, created no public debt; a position so plainly 
untenable, thatthe good sense of the gentleman from South 


Carolina {Mr. Rxerr] will not permit him to occupy i He 
gives ivup, And, in doing that, he abandons the whole ground. 
Ever since the measure has been ‘under consiteration, both’ et 


the late and the present session, how has the Opposition been 
stigmatized as the paper party—the party-desirous of plunging 
the country im debt? J rejoice, sir, thatthe admission has beer. 
made; that this charge is removed from our shoulders, and 
placed where it belongs. But, sir, should we leave the subject 
withont. inquiring why it was ever made? Was it, sir, because 
Gen. Jackson had just boasted of. having paid off the national 
debt? That the sounds of rejoicing on that occasion: had, not 
yet died away in the distance, and the. party dared not acknow- 
ledge that alrealy they were compelled to create anew. one? 
‘Sir, I congratulate the ‘people that they areto be deceived 1.0 
longer. : hed, 

Then, sir, whether we issue ten millions of Treasury Hotes, 
or ten milhons of stock certificates, they. alike create a debt 
against the Government for the same amount. - , There can te 
no difference in that respect. : Las 

It would, perhaps, be doing injustice te the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Rusty] not to say that he did attempt to 
make a distinction between a temporary a'd a permanent debt, 
For all the purposes of my argument it is immaterial whether 
it be temporary or permanent, which only means that one.shall 
be paid off a little sooner than another. Either is a charge up- 
on the country, and I fancy will be paid-as soon as the country 
is able to do it. But. sir, the gentleman expressed his. surprise 
that the proposition for a loan should come from the Bouth. 
And he then went over an argument which I have very. often 
heard before, thatthe South pays much more than her fair pros 
portion of the revenue. of this Guvernment, by reason of. the 
operation of your tariff lawa; a! d, therefore, (contended the 

entlenan,) a permanent debt would be onerous upon the 
South. lam truly ata loss to know, sir, by what process the 
Routh wili escape from paying the same proportion of thisdebt 
whether itbetemporary or permanent. There niay be some 
necromancy about it that Edo not understand. It is, however, 
the other position assumed by the gentleman, and: by ether. gen- 
temen fromthe South, upon almost. every .occasionthe mer, 
quality. ofthe tariff laws—ikat Lwisti to.examhines. o ooo oc. 

Itean only be maintained by the assumption that the citizens - 
of that section of the country purchase and use more foreign 
goods than the same number:0f citizens ih other sections, Such 
seem to be the sewled opinions.of Southern gentlemen, and we 
have an amusing instance of the faet in the argument made the 


_other day by another gentleman, from South: Carolina, (Mr. 


Puxe] You may reeollect, sir, that, insupport of the Cum- 


588 


QZ5ru Concees-Qnp 


Sess. 


Dae 


eeann © s 


bérland toad bill, iie gentienian tom Kentiicky Mr. Càr- 
Hoon] remarked that his State would derive some advantage 
trom the expenditure of public money along that road.. That 


many Httlaetores. would spring up as it was improved, and’ 


would purchase their supplies at Louisville and other Ken- 
tucky towns, Weill, sir, in reply to.this argument the gentleman 
fram South Carolina tured all those stores ‘into grog shops: 
Fe did net seeni to consider it possible that we could have in 


that country any other kind Gf shops. Mo®,’sit, however some- 


of our Western folks may likea little of the blueruin occasion: 
ally, I cannot-believe that they are any werse than their neigh- 
bors inthatrespect, But ceriainitisthat they are not quite so 
pad as the gentieman would seem tothink, oy asthe gentleman 
would seem to think, or asthe man who contended that this 
article was not only meat, drink, and clothing, but pretty good 
washing and Judging to boot. Sir, I would have gentlemen to 
know thatour people do purchase and use their full proportion 
of foreign artities; and pay intd the coffers of the Government 
teir full proportion Of taxes ia that way; and, in addition, that 
every surplus dollar thèy can raise i$ didgged away through 
ihe land offices. And yet, sir, yoll hear none öf these com: 
plaints of oppression and inequality which aré continually 
arising from other quarters. 

‘The geneman from South Carolina (My. Ruger] toid us that 
the measure proposed by this bill was not making fictitious ca- 
pital for circulation, It was merely borrowing money. Surely 
ours Is much the most simple method of borrowing. We pro. 
pose to ask persons to lend us the money to pay our debts, and 
to give them our bonds for the amount. The bill proposes to 
issue our own notes and compel ourcreditors to take them, for, 
according to the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton] it is 
tdmpulsion. The ons isa culuntary loan; the other a forced 
öne: Meee ns , 2 
Bat what is meant by this expression, fictitéolis capital? tio 
Treasury notes any more, or so much, constitute real capital 
as United States stock? Neither of them is money, and the true 
and only distinction I can perceive is, that certificates of stock 
carry nu pretence of being money about them; Treasury notes 
dv, and therefore are fictitious. 

it is the residue of the expression, however, that I wish lo ex- 
amine more particniatly. These notes are not to be fictitious 
capital Jor circulation. Ican give no other meaning to this than 
that they are nol to become currency. So also says the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. “They should 
never be sued in small denominations tu circulate as money.” 
Hers, sir; 19 another very extraordinary change of opinion. Last 
fall the measure was stipported in opposition to a loan, for the 
very purpose of supplying a circulation; atid no rheans have 
been iett untried to force the Government issues upon the coun- 
try as currency. i 

Mr. Woodbury, in his report at the last session, speaking of 
these notes supplying a circulation, tells us: 

© Especially woult this be likely to happen, provided they 
were issued in denominations as low as 20, 50, and $100.” 

Again, he says: 

“They would combine the mast important requisites appex- 
taining io any paper currency.” 

ais parale the same gentleman from South Carolina inform 
us then ` : 

“tn isstting these notes, itis not our object stmply to raise mo- 
ney, or to pay debts, but, in the paralytic state of the country, 
we want a medium in which the revenues of the country can be 
easily collected; and domestic exchanges be carried on without 
embarrassinent to the banks.”? 

‘Ant the more completely to effect-the object, that gentleman, 
and, I believa, the whole party here, were anxious to strike out 
the clause alluwing interest from the bill, And, in support of 
that view, he told us “If these nores bear interest, their circula- 
tion will be impeded,” 

Sir, this measure was, then, considered antagonist to bank cir- 
culation, and more especially to the circulation of the United 
states Bank of Pennsylvania, You will recollect, sir, that so 
anxious was the gentleman from South Carolina to effect this, 
that he preferred these nòtes should have no promise of redemp- 
tion about them; tat they should be bills receivable alone, So 
far from desiring it lo bea temporary measure, then, he wanted 
these notes to become “merely instruments of collection, to be 
keptout forever, and bo expanded or contracted as the wants of 
the country, lor thé purpose of exchange and collection, may 
require.” ` He then turther remarked: . 

“By issuing bills receivable in paymentof public dues, I be- 
lieve a medium will exist which may be made avaiable in the 
hinds of individuals forall the purposes of exchange, and which 
will entirely supersede the necessity ofa Bunk of lhe United 
States” ` 

Sir, this matter was well understood last fall; and notwith- 


standing every effort to the contrary, this House would not per 


mit that this paper should be used as currency. We gaveinte 
rest upon hy and did the administration then submit to the will 
of the House, and give up their darling intention? No, sir. 
Every means that ingenuity could devise was resorted to to get 
around that interest clause. First, we had notes issued bearing 
a nominal interest of one mill, then bearing two per cent. and 
lastly five per cent. and, while thus endeavoring to put forth 
their own paper, to make room for it, an outcry was raised 
against the bunks with a view of destroying the local circulation. 

Can the public, then, rely on this casual declaration, that it is 
no longer intended to use this paper as circulation, so contra- 
dictory to ail the sayings and efforts of the party heretofore; 
and so contrary, too, to all their conduct now? For, if the ab- 
surd projectis given up, ifnow the measure 1s simply to borrow 
money,-why ‘not do it the straight old-fashioned way? Have 
they givea up the Sub-Treasury scheme, of which this Govern- 
ment paper was an important part? No, sir, we have no satis- 
factory evidence that the party has given up that Treasury 
bank; that thing so signaily disapproved of by Congress when 
first broached by General Jackson. I know, sir, they will most 
stoutly deny that they-ever had any such iptention, even in the 
face of all the Executive. recommendations, from the issue of 
Government paper to the special bankrupt iaw closing the State 
institutions, all tending to that end: “Not daring to cali this pro- 
ject by its right name, the efforts made to dupe the public in 
regard:to it have been not less bold than some of them have 
been ridiculous. : on 

Thus, your Secretary of the Treasury, when recommending 
this very measure of an issue of Government paper, prefaces 
by telling us that’ it may be done “without treading on the de- 
“patable: ground of either the power or policy of chartering a 
Naona! Bank.” Now, sir, what put that in his head, if he 
did notithink- that: he:was-at least approaching the questionable 
limits? Then, after chalking out his plan for an issue of Trea- 
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sury paper, a well-known banking power, and, taken in con 
nection with other powers desired by thé Executive to be con- 
ferred upon.the Treasury; well calculated to excite suspicion, 
and completely Cif not more) carrying our General Jackson’s 
original plan, he concludes With this solemn assurance: “But 
no loans of them appear advisable, nor any bank incerparation, 
band officers, or bank machinery whatever, in connection with 
the subject;” as if this people could be duped into the ehef 
that there could be no bank without an act of incorporation, 
and thas treagureys, registers, auditors, and clerks could not be 
as much bank officers as presidents andéashiers. © 
Truly, sir, this effort of the Worthy Secretary puts us in mind. 
_ of the old story of the artist, who, having painted on „fhe tavera 
sign what he designed should.represent General Washington 
-and his horse, out of abundant caution was induced to write 
_ upon it, this 1s the man, aad that is the horse. Our Secretary, 
however, improves upon the example. The difficulty with the 
limner was, that, after all his pains, the observer might fail.to 
understand his intention; that with the Secretary was, that his 
might be too obvious. And, therefore, having first told us what 


lors least likély to disclose his object, he yet finds himself con- 
ered. to Write. upon ht picture that it fs neither man nor 
1orse. : 

I think sufficient has been stidwn 18 satisfy every one that the 
measure proposed by the. bill was originally maintajned as 
one antagonist to bank circulation, and may be considered so 
still, It must, therefore, be injurious to the State institutions, 
and embarrass them in the effort of resumption. It may be. in- 
jurious in two ways: Ist. It will fill the country with thar much 
more of paper money; and 2d. It is a power which may again 
be abused as it was before, and with it new experiments tried 

| upon the currency, tending to keep up the present confusion 
and general stagtiation of business. Thisis the great evil of the 
timnés, andj all admit; carmot be removed until.a general 
resumption of spetie payments takes place: To effect this as 
soon, and with as litte loss äs possible, should be our grand ef- 
fort; amd, if I have failed to satisfy you that @ new issue of Go- 
vernment paper will retard this event, it should be & sufficient 
objection that it will not hasten and insure it so certainly as 
will the measure proposed by the amendment. 

I have heard no friend of the bill contend that it will aid ov 
hasten a resumption, while the beneficial influence of a loan 
must be very evident, whether itis taken at home or abroad. 
Forming a valuable remittance, it will he equal to a new crea- 
tion of value to the amount; equal to just so much colton, rice, 
or tobacco, and will thus tend to equalize foreign exchanges, 
and keep them regular. So also at home such a stock would 
be exceedingly desirable. Many men have withdrawn their ca- 
pital from the usunal pursuits of trade; nor will they be likely 
again to jeopafd it in such operations until more quiet times. 
But an investment in stocks so safe as this will be, will be 
eagerly sought by all these cautious men, ahd thas money will 
be drawn out from its hiding places, and put to the purposes of 
cominerce, which might otherwise for a long time remain idle, 
to the great injury of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, in support of this amendment, I rely much 
on this argument: that while it answers all the purposes of Go- 
vernmerit in paying its debts, it will aid materially in bringing 
about the resuniption of specie payments by the banks. Iam 
fully sensible, sir, of the danger T incur, as well as all others 
who act with mie, of having our motives misrepresented, when 
say one word in behalf of these- institutions. Already in the 
course Of this debate have we been denounced as. representing 
the interest of capitalists as distinguished from that of the 
country. But, sit, Í complain not of it; itis what public men 
must expect: our conduct is before the country, and I abide 
the result. “Satisfied 1 am that the country will see, as we do, 
that, in some way or other, every man, woman, and child in 
this broad landis intereste’! in the welfare of these institutions, 
and that whatever shall bring distress or relief to them will in 
the act convey bencfit_ or injury throughout all the busi- 
ness relations of life; and, according to my understanding, it is 
mutch to the credit of the Opposition that they joined not the 
outcry against these banks, but, as far agin their power, have 
sought to allay excitement, restore confidence, and set them 
again in operation, as being most effectual for the relief of the 
people. And having fought manfully in this battle, and in 
some degree-protected this great interest from the assaults of 
those in power, until it could recover from the shock, and the 
business of the country revive with it, we were not prepared 
for the remarks lately heard here and elsewhere, that the Ad- 
ministration has sever been hostile to the banks, that it has al- 
ways been their true friend, and we their false one. 

A mere particular inquiry into this matter I deem neither in- 
applicable nor unprofitable. It is important as regards our 
standing with the country, and also as regards the rival mea- 
sures in hand, in showing which issupported by the true friends 
of the business and commerce of the nation. 

J woult first inquire, how it hapens, if the designs of the Ad- 
ministration have always been friendly towards this interest, 
that so deep and settled a conviction should prevail to the con- 
trary. The gentleman from South Carotina [Mr. Rnerr] tells us 
that the charge has been made and reiterated by the press under 
hank control, until the country has gat to believe it. Sir, the 
Administration has had a much more efficient press under its 
control, and quite as active in its cause. How then could this 
charge have obtained its foothold, unless the conduct of those 
in power had lent it countenance? . No, sir, there is too much 
truth in it, and this denial is an afterthought, Until very recent- 
ly it was believed that more favor was to be gained by abusing 
the banks, than being their friend; and it was not until the peo- 
ple, becoming jealous ef the designs of power, and fearing the 
destruction of State interests, rallied around them, that the 
alarm was taken, and this denial made. 

As itis more than likely that gentlemen and myself may differ 
as to what "hostility is, when directed against these institutions, 
J will, to avoid all misunderstanding, have resort to the same 
high authority to which I have before referred, (Mr. Bexton.J 
From that gentleman’s late speech I read you so much as will 
show how such hostilities, as he allages, were formerly carried 
on against the same interes:s by the present Opposition party. 

“ Frst, there was a war against the iocal banks generaliv, 
during the whole panic session, in which no term of reproach 
was too odioustohe lavished upon them; and no statements to 
discredit them, no assertion to destroy confidence in them, no 
attempt tu excite runs upon them, and to blow them up, were 
too shameless or too unserupuluus to find authors, abettors, and 
aiders.in the ranks of their present most officious. frinds.’— 
Mr. Benton's Speech, ith March, 38. : 

Whether the Opposition ever were enemies of the State in- 


. 


- institutions; and, instead of aidiag and helping the! 


he did zot intend to make, and having dipped his pencil in co- < 


stitutions, as thus asserted, F shali Jeave for the public to deter: 
mine. Time has shown the truth ofthe warnings we then gave’ 
of what would be the -result of the mad" attempt of the party. 
in power to break down: the National Bank, and to stimulate 
and excite the State banks to supply its place: The expert 
ment has beds. trier, and Jet the ‘people judgeof it.: oe 

My purpose now is to show that; ever since the jtatastrophe ` 
in May tast, the Administratron has been ‘hosti‘e.to the existing 


specie pay ments, haa. greatly retarded the operation. 


was this great object tobe e 


‘And how 
veted? “There was butone: thing 
| wanted, and shat was 4 restoration of confidence? and, se far’ as 

`ihe action of this Government was concerned, how was that to 
bedone? Noñe can hesitate in the reply. the Government 


bestowing its own confidence upon them, and speaking: welt of > 
them: fn the laté disturbed state of affairs, it required not onty. 
that Government shovld manifest its own confidence by its as- 
sertions, but by its acts. ` Ít world be in vain to tell the peapte to 
have confidence, and place their property and business again 
with the banks, while we are refusitig them our confidence am! 
our business: It would have been. bad enough if the Govern. 
ment, when it refused further to confide ifthe banka had het 
them alone, and not sought to destroy what little of reputation 
they had left. But such was not its pleasure; and, not only has 
it ceased ail connection. with them, but its agents and paruzans 
have assailed the banks from all quarters with untiring abuse. 
The elements of hostility against banks, as laid down by-Mr. 
BENTON, are? eke ae L : Tü 
1. In the use of terms of reproach, to vender them odious. 


2. Instatements fo discredit them. 

3. In assertions to déstroy confidence in them, = o7 

4. In attempts to excite runs upon them, and io blow them up. 

And now, sit, in reference to these matters I will begin with 
the very head of the party, and refer you to General Jackson's 
celeorared letter to Mosses Dawson. He thus dèénounees:the 

nks; . ; nee hme 

“Ater the treachery of the banks to the Government, it will 

de in vain to suppose that the people can ever be induced to àg» 
quiesce in their ernployment again as public depositories,” 

This short sentence, in my estimation, covers. the whois 

ground of hostility, as defined by Mr. BENTON: Bete. is: the . 
term of reproach, ‘treachery,” calculated w render the banks 
“odious,” to “discredit” and “destroy confidence in them;” - 
and to destroy confidence in them fox. all nme to come: For 
he says the people can never acquiesce in theirem ployment 
by the nation; and if they are thus unsafe lor tiie nation, mus 
they not be so for the people? : bye 

Not satisfied, however, he alludes to this “treachery” ‘again 

and again in that letter; and ‘strives to show that'it might be 
committed in a time of war, and thus bring'‘the country under. 
foreign subjection.. Thus directly impeaching the patriotism 
of those irterestcd in these institutions, and warning the coun- 
try to trust them no lorger. ` : 

‘This charge was afte: wards made-on this floor by a friend of 

the Administration—the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mur- 
RAY.| His language was: : . os 

“Such depositories will ever have it m their power to thwart 
the purposes of Government, by withholding her funds, which, 
in extraordinary circumstances, as in time of war, might enable 
them to upset the Government.” 

He also telis us that : 

“Phe history of banks will show that gain is the great objeet 
of their creation and existence. This they pursue with the 
avidity of a bungry tiger.” : os, ene 

Surely, sir, this is strange language to come from a party 
ftiendly to the banks, and desirous of restoring confidence’ in 
them. Their patriotism: is directly questioned. Itis asserted 
that they are entirely governed by interest; ahd-in another part 
of the same argument we aye told that they are in the hands of 
brokers and shavers, and would continue su to be. A calcula- 
tion is then entered into, to show how the people will lose four- 
teen millions of dollars by the depreciation of ten per cent. on 
the one hundred and forty millions of bank-circulation. 

Do we not find here statements that discredit, and assertions 
that will destroy confidence in, banks. Why, sir, a friend, in 
place of magnifying the losses sustained by ‘the susy-ension, 
would have entered upon the much more easy task of showing 
how destructive to all interests would bave been ‘the. contin: 
uance of specie payments under all the;circumstances. He 
would have noticed the fact the banks, having un haud but one, ` 
doliar in specie to three or four of ‘their paper out, could: not 
long have sustained the demand, and that suspension ‘could not 
therefore have been averted at that period of alarm; while the 
unavailing effort, requiring severe exactions upon their debtors, 
would have created much greater distress and confusion. And 
when setting down the discount on paper atten. per cent. while 
the banks had im their vaults one-quarter to. one-third enough 
specie to redeem their bilis, he could scarcely have omitted to 
inquire what would have been the discount on the 90 or 4100 
millions that would have remained after all their specie. was 
gone in redemption. In place of being:10 per cent. and a loss 
of 14 millions, he would perhaps have set it down at 50 per 
cent. and a loss of 45 or 50 millions at least. ` 

I might, sir, alluceto many other speeches delivered in this 
and the otter bianch of Congress, by Iriends of the Aministra- 
tion, tending to discredit and destroy confidence in té State 
banks. It will be found that the very gentleman (Mr. Bantox,}. 
who detailed the mannerin which the Opposition: had warred 
against them, has himself, in that same speech, been guilty of 
the same offence: He states, sir, that many of the banks were 
“rotten te the core. and would fall to pieces” the instant they 
ale put the testo Hetalks abour forcirg and driving the banks 
to resume, by the-*/-arof conseguénces” but never of aiding 
or helping them; and, taking his speech altogether, rone can 
mistake that the leading object of tercing a resumpulonis the 
hope that most; if not all the banks will be destroyed iu the 
operation. bo rata S 

But, sir, I shall not-detain the committee with further refe- 
rence to speeches oy: this point, exceptto'call their aueri a 
little more particularly to the remarks of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. RBETT } Se ACARS 

Atthe very time when he clàimed to be a friend to the bapk- 
inginterest, he charged that interest with being leagned against 
the Government. He denounces, in most fervid teria, the ca- 
pitaliets of the couniry as united: in. a design 10 everthro 
Government. He declared Wat it was befier to -be conquered 
by British arms, than to. submit to such dictation; and-none can 
have forgot bis -threat,.to. leave this- Hal! naga home; if the 


course of the Oppesitien nicceasfuly none, Chis: pregnant 
warnings (eo-apit te produce the very fesulls beied) of popu- 
lar excitements, prostration of laws, and destruction of all chae: 


May 
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interests. Sir, language but little; if an , less violent drove 
ters upon Hart’s flour store in New York. . No man told 
do the deed. 


Janguage he used; but of itstendency 
fore, much is it to be regretted that it 


roost and feed.” . i 
Then, sir, follows a great deal about “her enormous debts” 
and “rotten credits? Ier “thirty millions of immediate lia- 
‘bilities, which four millions of specie” in vain attempt to. look 
inthe face... Her debtors and tasources are described as “worn 
out, politicians,” “editors of newspapers, depreciated stocks, 
and loang.upon long time at low. interest, to cousins, jobbers, 
parasites, and’sycophants.””” 
: this is.pressed upon the public, although the editor admits 
that “doubtless a catastrophe to: his (Mr. Biddle’s] Benk will 
` carry. mischief to a great many famiiies in the United States.” 
‘But, by way of comfort, he says that, 

«Phe chief loss in the United States may be in the resurrec» 
tion notes, now under discussion in the Senate. Be the event 
what it may, the HUNDRED MILLIONS OF GOLD AND SILVER in 
the country ts the sheet-anchor and RELIEF of the people. Let 
the. productive classes begin to look out for a share of that, and 
they are safe! Many other banks wil! be involved in any ca- 
tasirophe that may befall the ‘great regulator.’ ” 


May, we:nut here find some syinptoms of hostility as defined 
“by. th ator from, Missouri, |Mr. Bewron}]. Such unparal- 
“el toss abuse of Mr. Biddle’s Bank may be considered 


“an 
fair for all who-belong to the. Administration. ¢ 
appear to me likely to aidin the operations of commerce, or in 
the restoration of specie payments, to be thus undermining the 
Credit of an institution of such extended business, especially 
when the editor tells us that “doubtless a catastrophe to his[Mr. 
Biddle’s]. Bank will carry mischief to a great many families.” 
‘And surely it must be very cold comfort to the business com- 
munity to be assured that the chief loss willbe in the resurrec- 
tion notes, which happen to amount to the very respectable 
“gum of about six millions of dollars. ' zj ; 
Political partisans may think the “mischief to a great many 
families,” and the Joss of six millions of dollars to tke commu- 
nity, well repaid by the destruction of this odious monster, the 
“United States Bank. But I fancy, sir, the poor families, the 
widows and orphans who own.the stock, the business men wha 
handle the paper, will derive but little consolation from that 
esùlt, or find the imagined relief in the hundred millions. of 
old-and silver in the country. . i 
“> Jn the assurance that “many other banks will be involved ia 
any catastrophe that may befall the ‘great regulator,’ ? may 


result 


` “wepot find something very likely to discredit banks, and de- 


<ogastained them. 


“stroy confidence in them? And does not the recommendation 
-to the. productive classes to begin “to. look out for a share” of 
the gold andsilver, look very much hike an attempt “to excite 

`. puns upon” the banks Sand blow them up?” 

‘And now, sin, let, us dwell but for a moment upon this act of 

“treachery”? for Which the banks have been arraigned and per- 
seculed with se much violence. It is the late suspension of 

` specie: payments.: T understand the friends of the Administra- 
tion ate not willing to gò behind that act, and inquire into the 
causes which led toit; for then itis soon brought home to their 

“own apsurd tiikeriog and experimenting on the currency. It 

“Fg called. treachery to the Government. : The banks owed the 
Government for its deposites, and the people for its paper; they 
cou'd not pay. both in specie, and would not pay one in pre- 


ference to the other; and thus, because the: Government was 


unwilling to share the same fate with the people, thé banks are 
denounced foriti» Time. wilinot permit that I should detail the 
evils that would have resulted freman opposite course. It is 
sufficient for me to say. that for this act the banks have beer 
tified and acquitted. : They have been tried by the State Legis- 
latures,-to whom they were alone amenable, évery one of which, 
{ believe, has been in.session since this act of treachery took 
place, and in no instance has it been condemned, but, on the 
contrary,.has heen approved.of as the only course that could 
have. been taken to save the country from far-greater disasters. 
‘And, sir, have they not been tried by the people, too? and, in 
‘every instance where the issue has been fairly made up, in spite 
of all the exertions of politicians and the press, the people have 


stinitions and their owners. hen did your coun: 
utmost need, call for supplies to fight the commen 
d not find these institutions ready to aid? Did they 
for pretences to’ thteart-and overthrow the Govern: 


Yet-it does not . 


ment? Sir, in one official report, I find it stated that a few banks 


_ advanced on loan to the Government, during the-last war, over 


six millions of dollars, nearly one-tenth of your whole war debt; 
and this does not include occas.onal sums advanced on “Treasury 
notes and otherwise; for għen was it the case that your ships 
could not sail, or your armies march, until the advances were 
made. And this was done -by banks in their corporate capa- 
city, embarrassed as they then were, and limited in number and 
capital. Who can ‘estimate the sums thus loaned for the ser- 
vice of the country by stockholders, officers, arid persons other- 
wise connected with banks? When we consider that nearly all 
men who have spare money are in some. way. interested in 


_ these institutions,and that itis from such men that these supplies 


mainly come, it may be readily asserted tbat more than one- 
half, if not -three-fourths of your, war debt, came out of the 
pockets of these bankers. j ZNB 

_ It has been the policy ef the. Administration to denounce this 
interest as aristocratic. The party press has been, and is, 
filled with the outcry against these “monopolies”—‘rag ba- 
rons;” and the effort seems te be to convey an impression that 
these institutions are altogether owned by an exclusive Class, 3 
privileged few, and the idea of great wealth is attached to them. 
Sir, I chink an investigation will satisfy every one that the busi- 
ness of banking in this country is most generally diffused among 
all classes of society. I have no general knowledge that wiil 
guide me in forming an opinion upon this subject; but, co fay as 
local information goes, itis to the contrary. And it was but the 
other day that J met accidentally with a statement of the number 
and the occupation of the stockholders of four banks, I think in 
New Haven, Connecticut—a State where, if we areto take the 
Jatest doctrine of the times, the banking interest has lately de- 
feated the Democracy. As it throws some light on this topic, I 
will read the: statement to the committee. There were 1,170 
stockholders, and the description is as follows: Females, 318; 
minors, 85; executors and administrators, 43; socie‘ies, acade- 
mies, &c. 26; seamen, 18; merchants, 118; mechanics, 51, law- 
years, 27; farmers, 168; Revolutionary soldiers, 5; clergymen, 
16; physicians, 22; old men retired from business, > manufac- 
turers, 46; occupations urknown, 66; and the residue, being 54, 
were tavern-keepers, clerks, Government officers, brokers, ofti- 
cers of banks, of colleges, &e. 

Now, sir, this I call a pretty fair Democratic division of these 
penefits among ali sorts of pcople. If any interest scems to be 
peculiarly favored, it is that of the ladies; and, however they 
might be disposed to bring us under domestic subjection, I will 
not entertain the thonght that they would either bow themselves 
or consent that we should do soto a foreign yoke 

It appears very evident that the great object of government ia 
to reach that power of concentrated action on the part of the 
people, so eflicieatly embodied in the form of corporations; 
and which, from its safety, simplicity, and complete adaptation 
to all the purposes off business, and its now universal use, 
forms the great barrier to the establishment of that Government 
institution which it was intended should grasp and control all 
the exchanges, currency, and business of the country. 
thus alone we can account for corporations of all kinds being 
included in these denunciations. Al! are monopolies, corrupt 
ariatocracies, ulcers on the body. politic, exclusive privileges, 
dangerous to liberty, and, therefore, to be put down, that this 
Government leviathan may have the whole ground to itself. 

Sir, the people should carefully examine what it isin this 
principle that renders it so offensive. to our Government, and 
reflect how intimately it is connected with our whole societ and 
political system, ere they consent to eradicate it; for it will be 
readily seen that our whole political fabric, State and National, 
from foundation corner to. topmoststone, is composed of corpo- 
rations. No assemblage of the people, for political or other 
purposes, can act or speak efficiently but hy assuming many of 
the features and attributes of a corporation. And, restassured, 
the same distorted vision that can perceive danger to the coun- 
try in the existence of these corporations, established for com- 
mercial, manufactuiing, and other business purposes, will be 
far more likely to discover it in the unrestrained right of the 
people to assemble and concentrate their power for political 
objects; and the next step may be the dispersion of such fac- 
tious bodies by reading a riot act, and with military power. 

Itis alleged that these chartered rights cramp and fetter our 
energies, and have a tendency to make the rich richer, and the 
peor poorer. Is this shown in the countiess turnpikes, rail- 
roads, and canals, intersecting the country in every direction, 
and cheapening alt the necessaries of life? And these odious 
banks, when rightly conducted, what are they but additional 
aids of capital to industry and enterprise? 

Deprive men of moderate means of this power of associa:ion 
and concentration of their capital, and al} this business must fall 
into the hands of the wealthy. No, sir, this system marks the 
genius of the age, and can only be destroyed with the spirit of 
enterprise and freedom which gave it birth. On no page of his- 
tory do you find corporations arrayed on the side of arbitrary 
power. They dwell not with despotism, but are ever found the 
first and last bulwarks behind which ave fought the-baides of 
freedom. Where, let me ask you, would have been the liber- 
ties of Europe, but for her free incorporated cities? It was 
those chartered privileges, first bought with a price, 0 extorted 
from their haughty lords, around which the hardy burghers ral- 
lied, ond successfully defended with naked valor, against steel- 
clad chivalry, and the iron arm. of the feudal age. They rose 


-like islands of rocky base, but green and verdant summit, amid 


that ocean of ignorance, barbarism, and btood, which then over- 
spread the world, breasting lis rude surge, and giving limits to 
its power. , 

Mr. Chairman, there is one test we can apply to the Adminis- 
tration, which must clearly indicate the sincerity of its intention 
to aid inthe work of resumption. Whether true or false, as 


‘stated before, the fart is fully. impressed on the public mind 


that the measures and desi 
Treasury paper, the Su 
Specie Circular. the reft 


ions of the Government, the issne.of 


al to receive specic-paying bank notes 
for revenue, are all hostile io the speedy resumption of a apecie 
business by the banks; and this impression canact be removed 
by mere individual declarations, by unauthorized persons, and 
especially when ethers, equal in influence and authority. hold 
the contrary language. Now, sir, ifsincere in this matter, is it 
not the duty of the patty to afford to the public. some plain, sa- 
tisfactory, and solemn assurance, that shal! remove these im- 
pressions from the public mind, and dissipate all doub: andun- 
certainty? Can this-be obrained from them? - Have they aban- 
doned the Sub-Treasury bil? No, sir; th-y are only desirous 
of power to take it up. “They, are stiil pressing the Treasury 
note bill. Teme and again havethey 1ejected propositions -for 
the repeal of the specie circular, and as to the yeceiving of 


k is - 


Treasury, the continuance of the 


4 


rincipie, 


sin AASS 
the. busine: 


when we were nying 10 show thai the counory was in difficulty. 
here was no emba 


work. : 

Not the least singular feature in this transattion is the reason 
given, as | undérstaid, by the gentleman from Ohio, [Me Ha- 
MER] for notagain offering his resolution, Tt was that the pub- 
lic bad been fully apprised ofthe course which the Government 
intended to take on the subjects specified, and the whole ohject 
of his resolution was therefore accomplished, “And the letters 
of Mr. Woodbury, addressed to Mr. Newbold, were referred to 
as containing the necessary information. Now, sir, I have exa- 
mined those letters, and can find no such assurance ag appears 
to me to be satistactory. ‘There certainly is nothing in them 
which offers the least prospect ofa. discontinuance of the urjart 
and impolitic discrimination in the medium of payment for du- 
tes and public lands occasioned by the. specie Circular. And 
what confidence could be placed in the ual expression, that 
notes of Specie-paying hauks we be rei å for duties; when, 
at that very time, the official À 
nouncing every thing ofthe kind?: 

“It is believed we have neay“hinety* millions (speci 
there is every prospect ofan increase. of twelve or fwen m 
lions this year; so that, by the time Congress meets next Deecm- 
ber, there will probably be one hundred millions in the coantry. 
It is probable that one hundred and fifty millions isas tnuch ‘ag 
the country could employ; and, unless thepaper-money pearly 
succeed in their design of compelling the Federal. Guvern- 
ment to use paper money, that amount will be attained ima 
years.” —Globe, April, 183°. * ; A 

Does this look liké an intention, on the part of Government, 
tu receive paper money? a F : 

¥ have already read you some extracts from the speech of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benréx) which convey any thing 
but an intention to collect and pay out bank paper: Ewilhgive 
youa few more, which, to my mind, can hardiy“ be construed 


into a design to aid the banks by the reception of theiy notes ‘in 


` payment of public dues; and, L think, show very conclusively. 


thatno'sort of relief may be looked for from the Administration. 
Speaking of the banks, he says they have received al? the dtd 
which they need. Hear his Janguage:, : È 

“They have received the aid which they: need in the one hin- 
dred millions of gold and silver which how relieves the couyitry, 
and distresses the politicians who predicted no relief Yúfit a 
National Bank was created. Ofthe nine hundred banks in the 
country, there are many which never can resume,and whieh 
should not attempt itexcept towind up their a Many of 
these are rotten to the core, and will fall to pieces the instant 
they are put to the specie test.” « 

And again. spenking of rereiving thelr notes, he says: 

i “would fill. the Treasury with notes that could never be te- 
deemed, would dispense with the use of gold and. silver at 
home, weuld occasion the exportation of the one hundréd 
millions whieh the Jacksonian policy has collected in the 
country.” ae 

‘That gentleman holds ontin prespect a great deal of foree 
and compulsion in reference to this work of resumption, but 
nothing of aid and assistanca Inthe same snecch he says! 

“A moral sense atid fear of consequences will compet them 
to resume.” i g 

Again: sie 

“There is specie enough, then, in the country, to enable-cvery 
bank to résume; and the moral sense of some. an “she fear of 
consequences in others, Wil induce a resumption. by altex cepit 
the insolvent and the political ones.” ~. 

And in this he merely reiterates the doctrine of Gen: Jack- 
son, contained in his Dawson letter: e 

“Ef the revenue is collected in gold and silver, it will force the 
banks to resume.””. eae ‘ x f 

So, also, the article read before from the Globe, headed “The 
Real Relief,” must satisfy every: one that there is no intention 
on the part ofthe Administration toafford that assistance to the 
banks which it is in its power to-do. : 

Now, sir, this publication in the Globe, this specch in the Se- 
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nate, are subsequent to the letter of My. Woodbury, and are 
entirely at variance with it. How, then, can the country be 
quieted Wislout suine Covgressicnal action on the subject? 

Mr. Chairman, I shail uot deny that a change in the opinions 
of our rulers has taken place, but it by no means follows that 
there isio beany change in their conduct, and natis the im- 
portant thing for che public. . It becomes very necessary, there- 
‘tore; that these opinions should be Jooked into, their nature, and 
how tormed, as it willexplain much ihat has taken place, and 
is the only way to determine their future action; seeing that 
they will give us no pledge on the subject. j 

When the suspension of specie payments took place, the Ad: 
ministration was compeiled to act decisively and in great haste 
upon the subject. Itadmiued ofnodelay. “There could be no 
half-way ground. They must either sustain the banks, or they 
must go against them. This willappear very evident from a 
slight examination. : 

Did they take the first course, doubtless the country might 

2sooner relived. But judging from experience, it would be 

u work of years, require greai contracuon of the currrency, 
(always accompanied with distress,) and much greater conceit 
of action among the banks than, from their number and dissimi- 
lar interests, could be expected. And with all the Government 
could give, it might still be imposs:ble to effect the object, (as 
was found thecase before,) without a National Bank; and that 
the President had unfortunately pledged himself not to grant. 
Any delay in the resumption was dangerous, nay, fatal, for 
popular indignation would increase; and as it was well known 
that the Opposition had warned the country of this event, and 
had tried to prevent it, 10 Was very certain that the blame of 
the disaster would fall where it deserved to do, upon the Ad- 
ministration. lts already shattered reputation could not with- 
stand this additional shock, That course was therefore oitof 
th: question. Now, on the other side, it was doubtful whether the 
banks could resume when aided by the Government, it was 
held most clear that they could not when opposed by it. The 
hanks would necessarily be the first objects of the people’s ven- 
genance, and by being the first and loudest in the outcry against 
them, the Adnunis.ration stood a fair chanee of turning the 
eyes ofthe people from its own delinquencies, and placing the 
whole blame and punishment upon these institutions. 
.. k was seen how easily the pubiic had been duped dy the 
falsehoods propagated against the United States Bank, and by 
the promises ofa better currency. H, by such a course of 
abuse, overwholming detracffon and gasconading promises, the 
party had been able to overturn that institution in the day of its 
prosperity, at the very momentiwhen it was doing the most good, 
and conferring the most public benefit, what might not be ex- 
pected by an early, united, and vindictive proscription of the 
iate institutions in their then embarrassed condition? So, also, 
the opportunity was the best that had yet occurred since Gene- 
ral Jackson’s first attempt, perhaps was the only one that ever 
would occur, to force the ‘f'reasury bank upon the country. It 
was toreseen that, in a time of quict and reflection, it would 
never be adopted; and it was supposed to be the only remaining 
measure required to perpetuate the power of the party. 


Sir, the fear on the one hand, and the hope on the other, were, 


too great for their virtue. ‘Khe interests of the country, in an 
early and efficient restoration of its bitsiness, were Jost sight of; 
and from every quarter ofthe Union, press, pen, and voice were 
employed to prostrate the State institutions. k 

But, sir, they were mistaken in more respects than one. The 
confidence of the people had bzen too often abused to permit 
empty declamation and round assertion to be taken as proof, 
‘The party watchwords had lost their magic. The people had 
become jealous of power, and determined to sustain the State 
banks iu their efforts to restore a sound circulation. So, also, 
some of the banks haye already resumed, and, actwithanding 
the advice of the Globe to “the productive classes,” to get a 
share of their gold and silver as suon as possible, no runs have 
been made upon them Much greater unanimity and concert 
of action appears among the banks than was expected. All 
have acted with great prudence in preparing for the event, and 
confidence seems to be gradually but firnily gaining ground. 

In thes things, then, the gullibility of the people, and the 
ability of the banks to resume, the Administration has been mis- 
taken; and, go fac, a change of opinion has taken place, and, 
should the banks be able to persevere, it is more than likely you 
will soon see, not merely a straggler here and there declaring 
himself uot opposed to the banks, but the whole party, press, 
and people, declaring the same thing. And, as they never ac- 
knowledge an error, or take any. thing back, they will doubtless 
contend that they have never said a hard word against them, 

Bue the question still remains, will this change of opinion, 
and situation of things, produce achange in the conduct of the 
Government towards these leading interests of the country? In 
my judgment, this depends very much upon another questicn, 
ani that is, whether the Administration has become satisfied, 
not only that the banks will resume, but that no action of the 
Government can cause them to suspend again. For, eir, it 
must be borne in mind that such an evenc has been anticipaied, 
and is leoked for by the Administration, and until they give 
up that hope, I greaily jear they will not heartity joinin the ex- 
ertions now making forthe benefit of the country. 

Sir, we have abundant proofs that both these opinions wcre 
entertained, viz: that the banks could not generally resume, and 
that, if some did, new explosions would take place, in the report 
made by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Meanson 
tthe 5th of March Jasi, I willreferyou to a few particulars:.s 
o bot points. It is there said: k i 

“Some of the hanks may resume at an early period; but, while 
there is evidently so Jide concert of action or harmony of pur- 
pose among them, it would be unsafe to invest the pubiic mo- 
ney in the notes of any bank; and when @ general resumption 
will occur is not now lo be anticipated.” 

He also speaks of the revival o1 wade Leing “postponed to an 
uncertain period.” So, also, i 

“Phe explosion of the State bank Geposite system was tno re- 
cent to warrant the expectation of its renewal at an early period, 
fatal.” 

He then thought the proposition to renew the comnectien be- 
tween the Governmentand the banks as “extraerdinary,” and 
he says: “It would seem to be time enough to discuss its expe- 
diency after a general resumpilon ofspecie payments.” Hnow 
adopted, he says, we shall have deposite hanks in the East, and 
an Independent Treasury in the West. | f 

Now, six, these. will show that, so recently as the Suh of March 
last, the party had no expectation of a gencral resumpticn. 
Some banks might resume, but let us s: e whether the commit- 
tee bought they: could suatain. themselves. They remark 
further: ` f ‘ 
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_ “We must certainly anticipate embarrassment in some sec- 
tiows, and we should accordingly prepare forit. The banking 


system of this country must be thoroughly reformed, before con. ` 


fidence in the convertibility of bank notes can be permanently 
revived. Nosuch reform can, at this time, be anticipated. “A 


few more disastrous revulsions may compel us; at some future . 


period, to correct the vices of our system; but, for the present, it 
is evident that our local currencies are to be still further vitiated 
by State legislation.” —— -> 

Again: he says that the “system is liable at all times {0 ex- 
ploston.”’ i : 

Again . 
“U ìs obvious that the pewer and the mischiefs of our bañk- 
ing system are about to become stillmore formidable; and there 
is too much reason to apprehend, in a few years, av explosion 
more disastrous to all branches of industry than any we have 
hitherto felt. While the States-continue to multiply banks, no 
effort of the General Government, whether by a National Bank, 
or an issue of Treasury notes, could prevent a suspension of 
specie payments.” “It would at least seem to be prudent to 
collect from the Lanks our six millions of suspended balances, 
before we inquire into the expediency ef again placing the Trea 
sury of the United States in jeopardy.” : 

Again: ` 

“Tne finances of the latter must become embarrassed at eve- 
ry revulsion, so long as our revenue consists of bank notes or 
bank deposites. The convertibility of either into specie js 


wholly ilusive, and has been hitherto sustained by confidence ; 


alone. That confidence is now destroyed. Ifa few banks 
only had suspended specie payments from bad management, 
confidence might have been continued in others. .Or if, as in 
time of war, Government had deemed it expedient to borrow 
their credit and sanction its abuses, it might have revived with 
the return of peace,” &c. 

It is thus very evident that the Administration has looked to, 
and calculated upon, other and further explesions. It is here 
given as a reason why the funds cf the Government should not 
be jeoparded either in the way of “bank notes or bank depo- 
sites.” It is directly alleged that the{convertibility of either is 
wholly illusive, and can be sustained by confidence alone. That 
contidence is now cestroyed, and Government will not seek to 
restore it, The mischiefs of the system are to become more for- 
midable, the Jocal currency still further vitiated by State legis- 
lation. A few more. “disastrous revulsions” are to take place 
before that “thorough reform’? can be applied which is neces- 
sary, and until which it will be unsafe for the Government to 
have any connection with these institutions. 

Now, sir, what is that “thorough reform?’ We have un- 
derstood it to be the Mtroduction of the Sub-Treasury plan. 
Has, then, the Government given itup? Where do we find any 
evidence of an intention to abandun it?’ If a few more “disas- 
trous revulsions” are necessary to eflect the object, have we 
“not great reason to fear that, so far as it can, without meeting 
the public eye, Government will promote those revulsions? it 
may be a part of the plan of operations, and for that reason Go- 
vernment will'not identify its business with that of the people, 
as, in such casc, both are to be alike injured, if these i®titu- 
tions are again “blown up.” Rir, theie is great danger on this 
head. The benks will have a fiery ordeal to undergo. I could 
wish they had the countenance of the Government to sustain 
them; but if that cannot be, let ns not place any thing in the 
power of the Administration that may be perverted to their in- 
jury. 

l know, Mr. Chaivman, that two short months had not elapsed 
ere the gentleman who made that report of the Sth. of March 
passed his sponge over all the gloomy pictures which it con- 
tains. _ In his-opening speech on the present bill, we heard no 
more of “disastrous revulsions,” other explosions, trade post- 
poned, currency to be further vitiated by State legislation, AN 
now is gratulation and greatjoy. He discourses thus: 

“As to the prospect of our future revenue, every thing is en- 
couraging. Confi’ence and trade are evidently reviving.” 


“some cities in the Union, where they have attempted to post- ` 


„pone the payment of the debts, may yet sufter, but, in the pre- 
sent prosperous condition of the country, trade must soon. ye- 
vive.” “There are other gratifying evidences ofa restoration 
of confidence anda revival of trade, Our Northern bants have 
resumed specic payments corlier than was anticipated twelve 
months ago, and much earlier than they would have done had 
this Administration yielded to the demands of trade.” 

The steady and comparison of this report and this speech 
would require, and are worthy of, more tme than I have now 
to bestow upon them, Two productions so dissimilar could 
never have emanated fromthe same source, under any other 
Administration than the present. But upon the reasons given 
for thisgreat change in the prospecis of the country, I have 
somethi-g to remark. 

A principal cause is, the firmness of the Administration in re- 
sisung “the demands of trade.’ It seems. admitted, then, 
that “ trade” (by which I suppose is meant the active business 
men of the country) has mace demands upon the Administra- 
tion, and that they have been rejected. We may «il recollect, 
sir, that “rade” foresaw the approach of our present d. ficu- 
tjes, and made asolemn demand upon the Executive to call 
Congress together, and take sume measures to avert them. Aud 
since then, “trade” has beendemanding of the Government, 
instead of abusing and discrediting the institutions of * trade” 
that it should aid and relieve them. “ Trade“ believed that the 
one course would retard the return of prosperity, and chat the 
other wouid give inimediate life and vigor ioall br 
>dministration, pretending to know much more 
things than “zrade” dig, has refnsed ali Us applications, and, 
according to the gentleman, that very stubborness has brought 
about the revival and resumption so much soor 
pected twelve months ogo. But the gentler 
only two months age; and, after tes m 3 
had been manifested, the revival of trade, in his estimation, was 
yet “postponed to an indefinite period.’ Itean hardly be that 
the remaining two months of femness could have produced 
these great results ; 

Bu: the gentleman gives us some other causes; setting «side 
afew minor ones, such as the Canada war, &c. we find one 
which al man would scarcely have conceive of ae coming 
from that quarier, and that is that New York has passed a. gene- 
ral bankine lme. Yes, siv, the fears thar “our loeal er : 
cies are lo be still further viliated by State legislation.” © shat 
the “ powerund the mischiefs ef our banking system are to 


“become slill more formidable?’ are given to the winds, and the 


prospect that banks are to become as plenty as blackberries has 
changed the whole arpect of affairs. And now we are told: ~ 
“We need no chartered: regulator, State or Federal, Our 


of business, and currency; and excha: 
some reasons may be given why: the 


the great body ‘of the people 
_ If it be true, as'has been said, that the original exp 
the curfency. arose fron e “desire td change the’ great mon 
regülatör from Chestnut tò Wail atréet; and ifit-be irae; 
alleged by the gentleman from New York, that “we. had’ no 
bankicg capital adequate to the pressure” ‘in that city; and be 
perceives in this new measure ¿hát increase of capital, and the 
change of that power of regulation, why, as a Citizen of New 
York, he may have cause te rejoice. 3 ; ae 

I it be also true, as. we have heard it rusaored, that there is 
to be established in that city « réalthirty or fifty. million mon- 
ster under this new system, to be made the Government depo- 
sitory, and which may be owned and governed by the Treaaury, 
why, as a party man. he may have cause of rejoicing. But, 
sir, { fail to perceive how the whole. country, its business and 
exchanges, are. to be’ benefited- by this new arrangement, I 
cannot conceive that aay large bank in New York, or elsewhere, 
or any number of them, can give to the thole countiy whai ihe 
Bank of the United States did—a sound currency and cheap éx- 
changes—unless you give it the same powers: whiclrthat Bank 
possessed. A , one 

We may havea sound currency furnished by well managed 
and cautious State banks, but the equalization of exchanges can 


cannot participate, 


` only be effected by some large institution “having its’ branches 


. ten milijon deficiency. 


- dangerous it will beto continue the practice lenger: 


extended over the whole country, possessing the confidence and 
business of the Government, and huving the power of trans- 


ferring its capital to those places where most wantéd; according 


to the turns of irade and changes of season, I doubt: whether 
the people of this country, would-consent.that such power 
should be bestowed on any Iocal institution. . IY so bestowed, it 
is questionable whether the power may not be tised’ for local 
rather than general benefit. Not deriving ‘its authority. from 
Congress, it, will feel no'responsibility, nor will it: submit to jn- 
vestigation. It may be, however, that these very qualities,’ the 
absence of control by Congress, and' freedom from search, make 
it the more desirable fora Sub-Tréeasury. EIE AEG 

I have thus, sir, goné through with ‘this, subject. Desultory 
Tnecessarily had to be to meet the positions: of those who pre- 
ceded me. . It has been my object tò maintain what I firmly be- 
lieve, the existence? of a hostile feeling on the part of the Adini- 
nistration against ihe local banks, and that there is great: reason 
to fear its further continuance. . Whether the motives F have ag- 
signed for this hostility are the true ones, is a minor’ consiCera- 
tion. But believing itto be the desire of the people that all aid 
and countenance shall be given to our business institutions in 
che effort now making to resume and continue specie oper:- 
tions, and conceiving that the amendment ta the present bill 
may aid in thateffort, while it is less expensive and more ef, 
jectual to meet the wants of the Treasury, I feel constrained to 
support it. 

1 have, also, endeavored t> show you, six, that great confusion 
exists, anc much uncertainty in ragard.to the finances of the na- 
tion; that the information furnished us by those who ought to 
know’ all abont this intricate matter, ig any thing but satisfac. 
tory; and that even so late as the commencement of this session, 
the Treasury Department was knaware of the approach of this 
In the hands-ef persons: who calculate 
and keep their accounts so badly, T conceive this power offesu- 
ing Treasury notesa dangerous one. ` There is less of publicity 
and notoriety about the manner of its exercise, than inthe open 
and public negotiationofaloan. And, sir, above all, T-fear the 
confirmation of a precedent which may be dangerous. Already 
have we founditsy. The gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Rugrt,} at the last cession, based much of his argument upen 
the fact that such things had been done before, under the colo- 
nial and coutinental Governments, and in the last war; and he 
now brings our own act of the last session in array against ùs as 
addifonal authority. Sir, we have read. the history of those 
eariy times to Hite purpese, if the precedent ‘can have any 
weight with us. Whatever benefits: were derived from thore 
issuee were so counterbalanced by evils, and this power was 
considered so liable to abuse, that the wise men who framed our 
Constitution have prohibited its use by the States of this Con- 
federacy. It was only under the pressure of dire necessity that 
the statesmen of the Jast war resorted to'it; and they have given 
us solemn warning not to follow the example. “Sir;the very 
fact inai precedent is thus relied upon, should eenvincé us how 
Let us, 
therefore, preserve the examples that- have been named; not as F 
precedents to be followed, but as heacon lights to the mariner, 
warning him ofdangers not the less alarming because they are 
concealed beneath the surface of a smooth and smiling sea. 
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SPEECH OF MR. SOUTHGATE; 
fj ; 
Or Kexttery, 

In the House of Representatives, Saturday, May 13,1873 — 
The bul providing for the reiseuing often milions of Erez- 
sury notes being under Consideration in Commitee ‘of ts 
Whole on the sate ofthe Union, (Mr. Incuam ot Connecticut 
ia the chair}— è 3 
My. SOUTHGATE ròse and addressed the commiitee às fol- 

jowe: ami 5 
“Mr. CHAIRMAN: Texpressed a desire to address the committea 

on the questioxs involved in this bill, and-to that end, ar thts late 

period in the evening, madé the moten which 1 did—that the 
committee rise—natdoiibtung bat that thie igual courtesies would 
ba extended, ataxy rate, to one who but once before had:tres- 
passed on the Indulgence of the Howse; but, sir, to my utir 
_astonishment, this poor privilege has been denied me; and by a 

party vote, you have-derermined. that you will not tise. Mr. 
Chaitman, Lam not deceived in the purpose you intend. to ace 
complish. You are resolved to pass this bill, if you can, this 
very night. Yes, sir, force ittbrongh; stifledebate;. d us to 
submission, or sfarve ns ont bya regular si But, sit, eo far 
as Lai concerned, you have mistaken: your man: {wit notre 
treat. Yam ready foraction; aad, for one; Ea 
hére, in my place, wnawel by yor 
by hunger or fatigue, will Tre! 
and my country; this” most dai 


“May, 1838. 
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experiments, until the morning éun of Monday shall find me yet 
struggling against your trained party phalaux and your ready 
doers of Executive bidding.- Sir, the Kisfory of free tegislaiion 
furnishes no paraliel for this indecent haste. But twodays since, 

“the President sent us a special message demanding more mo- 
ney; not submitting to us, the immediate representatives of the 
people, who, under the Constitution, are authorized to raise mo- 

“fey for the support of the Governmentin our own way and man- 
ner, butin a special and particular mode, unusual and extraor- 

‘inary; the retssuing of ten millions more of Treasury notes. 
And, sir, what is doze? Forthwith your favorite investigating 
duelling report is, by the very men who gotit up for party pur- 
poses, laid on the table; and now you find gentlemen. here ready 
to vote, who have not been seen here fora week, The shibbo- 
leth-ofthe party has gone forth. The faithful troops are in the 
field, and before midnight the battle is-to be fought and won. 
But, sir, before the deed is done, I am resolved that my consti- 
tuents and this nation shall know something of the actings and 
deings of the-men in power, who are now abusing the confi- 
dence rep«sed in them by a'confiding people. 

But, before 1. proceed io the consideration of the merits of 
this bill, Gf any merits it have,) I feel it my duty to pay my re- 
spects to the gentleman from South Carslina, [Mr. RHETT,] 
who has just poured out his whole stock ef volcanic lava upon 
monopolies, aristocrats, banks, Whigs, Federalists, with all the 
cantof an unfledged and newborn modern Loco Foco Demo- 
crat.. Mr, Chairman, have you never observed that, as in the 
Christian so in the poktical world, it is the latest convert who 
makes the most noise, and thathe is all the while laboring to 
show by his worka that he is entided to promotion and the 
confidence of his associates? The gentleman from South 
Carolina, without any authority other than what he draws trom 
hisown imagination, has attempted to prove that we who are 
oppesed to this bill are desirous to embarrass the Government; 
to withhold the supplies; and impair the public credit and the 
national boner. And, sir, in the full measure of his denuncia- 
tion, he boldly charges upon us that, like the Federalists during 
the late war, we have combined with the banks and the aristo- 

‘erata tò war upon the Executive and his Administration. 
What act, sir, done or omitted to be done, has authorized tre 
honorable gentleman to attribute te the opposers of this bill 
any such motive or purpose? -Is it because we will not silently 
submit, with our arms folded, to pass this bill in the form prë- 
scribed by the Executive, without stopping to inquire whether 
for good or for evil, that we are thus unceremoniously de- 
nounced by one who has just “entered the service?” 

It does soem tome, Mr. Chairman, not a little strange that the 
honorable gentleman, who, within the recollection of us all, 
waa among the foremost in the front rant, with his uufurled 
nullifying banner, ready to resist, even at the point of the 
hayonet, certain supposed encroachments of Federal power, 
unauthorized, as he believed, under the Constitution, should 
now indulge in such harsh sentiments with reference to those 
who are found in their proper places, opposing with all their 
constitutional and moral power the passage of a law which 
they believe so full of mischief, and of such, doubtful constitu- 
tional! authority! Yes, sir, the honorable gentleman is not con- 
tent, in the fulness of his new born zeal, with his thundering 

inhppic against the opposers of this bill, but he threatens the 

nks with mobs; and we are told by him that the “mighty 
contest for power and mastery is between the banks and the 
people; and that, unless the “hanks cease their hostility to- 
wards the Government, the peeple, in the majesty of their pow- 
er, burning with patriotic indignation, may raze their marble 
columns te the ground, and scatter the contents to the winds.” 
Sir, has it come to this, that here, in the American Congress, doc- 
trines ao revolutionary, so full of mobocracy, so well calculated 
to encourage lawless rapine asd plunder, shall be uttered by 
arepresentative in his place, as the only argament why we 
should at once, and without dè'ay, grant the President more 
money! T trust in God he speaks his own, and not the senti- 
ments of his new allies. Ihope, for the honor of my country, 
that he stands. “solitary and alone” in hisglory. But, sir, the 
honorable gantleman has wholly mistaken the parties in this 
great contest of which he has spoken. It isnot a war of the 
banks against the Government, but a war between the office- 
holders on the one side, andthe people on the other; a struggle 
on the partofan insulted people against those in power, whe 
have abused the confidence of the people, and who are endea- 
voring to separate themselves in their monetary concerns from 
all that belengs to their future prosperity and destiny. Mr. 
Chairman, these banks are no bantlings of mine. Ihave had 
no.agency in creating them. The people have found out who 
has. Youindueed them to aid you in destroying the United 
States Bank by promising them a better currency. You told 
them theS:ate banks would furnish it; they listened to your ad- 
vice, and contided in your opinions and promises. You deceived 
them, and.wide-spread ruin isthe consequence, Then, sir, you 
promised them gold and silver, Where isit? And now, when 
by yourown foily you have ruined the people, and bankrupted 
your own Government, you are demanding irredeemable Trea- 
aury notes, to enable youto live a few short days, before the 
tornado of public opinion comes to sweep you from your poli i- 
cal existence. 

Mr. Chairman, | understood the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina to say, that if we did not pass this bill forthwith, he would 
offer a resolution that we adjourn and go home. Come on, sir, 
with your resolution... I chailenge you to offer it; and I promise 
‘you that you sha!) have an amendment, which, in my judgment, 
willtest fally your sincerity; and that Js, that each and every 
one of us resign, go home to our constituents, and submit our 
selves to their judgments and opinions. Icome, Mr. Chairman, 
as yon all know, from a disirict as doubtful as any gentieman in 
inia House. J ant anxious that something thali be done for the 
goodofthe country, and am satisfied that the people have no- 
“thing to. hepe or expect from the majority in this Ifouse. | . 

Į have greatconfidence in the honesty of purpose and intelli- 
gence of the people whom I have the honor to represent. Lam 
willing again-to make the “experiment” before my constituents; 
aod if 1am sacrificed, I shall. have the consolation to know that 
{have fallen-ia the cause of my country. Will you, Mr. Chair- 
man, and you, Mr. Chairman of the Committee of Ways ard 
Means, and all others of you who are setting at defiance the 
known wishes of your-constituents, dare accept of the proposi: 
tion.to resign?.. No, sir; I know you will not, not one of you, as 
Jong as there is a dollar left in the Treasury. . And, sir, if Í might 
he permitted: to indulge jna prediction, for the benefit. of the 

“gentleman Jrom South Carolina, ifthe shonld be so fortunate ag 
taget ba, k here in December next, that instead of commarding, 
as he now does, more faithful treops than a Roman centurion, 
he will be left without a corporal’s guard, 
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But, sir, ] have done with the honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina; after the merited lashing which he has received 
at the hands of my coll: ague, {Mr. Menerss,] ic is cruel te add 
to the sum of iis afflictions. And now, sir, for the honorable 
gentleman, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. CAMBRELENG;} and before | proceed to examine: 
his budget of bixnders, 1 beg leave to refer the committee to 
the message of the President at the opening of this session. 
The President informed us, in almostthe very first sentence of 


his message, that “se are blessed with domestic tranquillity, : 


and all the elements sf national prosperity;” and, Mr. Chair- 
man, Iam curious to know. of what these elements are com: 
posed. Do you find “all the elements of national prosperity” 


In ‘that commerce which but yesterday covered every sea, and ` 


wafted the rich productions of our soil to every clime and coun- 
try? Do you find these “elements” in the now deserted but 
once prosperous manufacturing. establishments of the North 
and the Eastand the West? Do you find them, sirs with thas 
meritorious but persecuted class whom you have denominated 
the “aristocracy of wealth,” the merchants? Do you find 
them, sir, in the depressed value of the producis of the South 
andthe West? Or are they found abiding with the industrious 
mechanic and laboring man, who have intrusted all their politi- 
cal power in your hands, under promises made to his “ear, 
but broken to his hear:;’? and who are now burning with indig- 
nation, demanding of you, in the name of their suffering wives 
and children, to cease your experiments and reuirn to the sound 
principles of our fathers? Sir, your experiments may be sport 
to you, but they are death to my constituents. The President, 
who reposes upon his ottoman, or lounges upon his sofa, in the 
fall enjoyment of twenty-five thougand dollars of the people’s 
gold, knows nothing, feeis nothing, in common with his suffer- 
ing ‘constituents. They petition him for relief, and he tells 
them that “all communities are apt to look to Government 
for too much.” What, sir; insult the people by telling them 
that they are not to look to their own Government—insticutions 
of their own creation—to the men who hold office by the tenure 
of their will—that they have nothing te hope from that Go- 
vernment in times of suffering anid distrese! And above all, 
sir, not content in adding insult to injury, that he will separate 
hims:!f and his Government from ‘the people, and take for 
himself and his fa:tiful office holders all the geld and sifver, 
leaving for the people, his masters, nothing but depreciated 
raga! 

Mr. Chairman, it is no wonder the people are sweeping all 
before them, withering you like a Syrian sirocco ; for cursed, 
thrice cursed, say I, be that Administration whose policy sends 
the poor man’s wile and children supperless to bed; and, sir, 
all the people will ery amen !¥ 

Now, sir, for the chanceilor of the exchequer [Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG.) He sees,ar thinks he sees, the evidences of brighter 
prospects in the distant view before us; he unfolds the mysiery; 
he holds the key to the secret “ elements of our naltonal pros- 
perity;” he stands forth as a messenger, proclaiming “ good 
news and giad tilings” from high piaces, to make the hearts of 
our poor constituenis leap with joy, Stand aside and listen to 
thie syren song of better times and better days, for a second 
Daniel has come to jadgment!’ Yes, sir, we are solemuly in- 
‘formed by the financial organ of this House, that we have pass- 
ed the Rubicon; that another shower of British gold is coming. 
Prepare your silken purses, ye eredulous people, and let the 
“interstices” be large, that you may certainly see it. But let us 
see whatare these hitherto unknown “elements.” The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means says they are com. 
ing, because the Bank of England has, for the purposes ofape- 
culation, sent over a few millions of her gold on loan to onr 
merchants, (which she will recall whenever.it is her interest to 
do 80,) and because the little Queen Victoria has established a 
viceroyalty in Canada, and sent over a few men and some mo- 
ney to sabdue and keep in subjection the revolutionary spirit of 
the people of Canada; and because the States, or some ofthem, 
have sent to Europe their bonds, and have got the money; be- 
cause the Legislature of New York have authorized private 
free banking; and last, though not least, this Administration has 
remained firm to its purpose: therefore, all will be well, and 
the country restored to its former prosperity! These, Mr. 
Chairman, these, sir, are statesmanlike, elevated, dignified, 
comprehersive. views of prosperity, to come from the financial 
premier of this Administration. How admirably will the hono- 
rable gentleman’s speech read in the British Pariiament! How 
will all Europe gaze with wonder and astonishment at the sim- 
ple means by which agreat nation, yesterday in ruins, is to-day 
restoied to solvency and prosperity by the magie powers of her 
rulers! Does the gentleman hope or expect te deceive the pev- 
ple, or lull them to repose, by any such reasons as these? Sir, 
if prosperity is coming, and i hope that it is, it will be found to 
flow from the recuperative power and energy, moral, commer- 
cial and political, of our peeple. , i 

We are told by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that the bill now under consideration is designed for tem- 
perary purposes only; he told us the same story at the extra ses- 
sion. He then mformed us, and so did the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that if we would grant the power to issue ten mil- 
lions of "Treasury notes, he would not call upon us again; aud, 
sir, tt would give me no surprise if, before the end of this seg- 
sion, we are called-upon for ten millions more. The Secretary 
of the Treasury gave us directly to understand, at the extra 
session, that the resources and revenues of the Government 
would be ample to meet all the claims of the public creditors. 
It torns out not to be so; nor is it the first time that the Secretary 
has himseif been deceived, and deceived us, as I will show vou 
hereafter. And. now, sir, what is the fact? The President 
sends us a special message. states that he must have money 
forthwith. Some of his fanhful office hoiders are in need, no 
doubt, and he seems to complain that the “principal difiexlty” 
that hag brought on this “serious emburrassment” “arises 
Srom a prohibition in the present law to reissue such Tri 
sury nores as might be paid in before they full due.” 
that prohibitory clause f had the honor of introducing; it has 
produced the very effect that E designe: it shouid produce. 1 
offered it because it was clear, from the report of the ecretury 
of the Treasury, that he designed to issue Treasury notes, wiih- 
out interest, to make them a currency; and because I then be- 
lieved, and am now confirmed in opinion, that it was the delibe- 
rate intention of this Administration to create a Treasury bank, 
to’ be managed and controlled by the President and his friends. 
The Representatives of the people approved of that prohibitory 
clause, and neither the President nor his Secretary has any 
right to complain. But fer that provision the people never 
would have known what was the true condition of the Treasury. 
These notes could have been issued and reissued, and reizgued 


l] 
i 


again and again, indefinitely, at the will and pleasore. of ‘the 
Secretary; aud, sic, with a standing capital.of ten milione, and 
ample power iò kite from. one sub-treasurer to another, who 
could tell when the day. of reckoning would come, the externt of 
the debt. created, and the amount of: money. “wasied “and 
expended? ` ee eon $ 

The. bill, as reported at the extra session, Was designed to be 
connected sith another favorite measure of this Administration, 
the Sub-Treasary, to be dovetailed upon it, as is evident from 
the fact that these notes were proposed to be issued by the 
Secretary. without interest, and in sums as small as twenty dol- 
jars. T'is bil, sir, contains no express prohibition against the 
reiesue ofthese notes; all. the power you desire is embodied in 
this small bill; and if you can hasten it throagh to-night, and dare 
vote down all amendinents, or gag us with the. previous ques- 
tion in she House, (as I have no doubt you will.) or force us to 
leave-this hall by your continuous night session, then, sir, 
-you will have accomplishéd all you, want. But, as I told you 
before, by the blessing of God; I will watch every footstep, and 
be with you at the life or death of this measure, come when 
it may. ; i 

The Secretary of the Treasury informed us, in his report of 
December last, x 

“That it now appears probabie that, during the next year, 
means will-be possessed, without any permanent Joans, recall of 
former deposites, or increase of taxes, sufficient to redeem sea- 
sonably the Treasury notes that become payable, as well as to 
meet all ordinary appropriations.” è 

How admirably has this. Seeretary predicted! In Jess than 
six short months thereafter it not only “appears prebable,” but 
is absolutely certain, that this Government, with her tea mil- 
lions of Treasury notes, ts net only out of money, biit actually 
eut of notes; and we are informed by the Président that some 
means “must be selected that can be made efficient in its epe- 
rations ala very carly day, or it will besmpracticable topre- 
serve the national faith unbroken.” 

Mr. Chairman, there is a strange discrepancy in the state. 
ments of the Secretary of the Treasury and the chai.man of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that, to my mind, is wholly un- 
intelligible. -The chairman of the committee states that the sum 
expected to be realized from banks, merchants’ bonds, and the 
bonds executed by the Bank of the United States, on accountof 
the Government stock in that institution, falling dus in October, 
$3 ten nallions of dollars. Now. sir, what says the Secretary in 
his report, made in obedience to the order of this House on the 
26ih March last? Ile states the actual amount in the deposite 
hanks to be ($4,609,000) four million six hundred and nine thou» 
sand dollars. Here are the names of the banks, and the amount 
in each; but I willnot treuble the committee with reading them 
off. He states, in his report of December last, that the bond 
payable by the United States Bank in September, 1&38, is 
($2,293,121) two million two hundred and vinety-three thousand 
one hundred and twenty-one dollars, and that the amount of 
postponed merchants’ bonds is four millions of dollars. But, 
under the provisions of the law of the extra session, only one- 
third of the amount in the deposite banks can be collected, or is 
expected to be paid; and that sum will be (1,526,060) ane million 
five hundred and thirty-six thousand dollara. The’ entire 
amount, therefore, which the Secretary can expectto commard 
from these sources is (87,829,121) seven million eight hundred 
and twenty-nine thousand one hundred andwenty-one dollars; 
and not ten millions, as the honorable chairman has so boldly 
stated. Nor is this the only blunder, in the long catalogue, 
which can be detected in the reports of the Secretary, and the 
see of the. chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

eans. g 5 

The President, not ksowing much about the finances, (far 
suppose he has had other things of Jate todisturtyhi:n,) but, pe- 
lying on the Secretary for correct information, says, i, his com- 
munication of the 10th instant, thathe 

“Submits a statement, prepared by the Secretary, by which 
it appears that the United States, with over twenty-eight mil- 
lions in deposite with the States, and over fifteen millions due. 
from individuals and banka, are, from the situation in which 
those funds are placed, in immediate danger of being renceret 
unable to discharge with good faith and promptitude the vari- 
ous pécuniary obligations of the Government.” 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, the amount of the “statement” prepar- 
ed by the Secretary is nothing more nor less than-a general 
sweeping “sfatement,” without data fora guide, or fact for its 
foundation. We are not advised how much of this fifteen mil- 
lions isin the banks, nor are we informed how much is in the 
hands of “individuals, and whe those individuals are. We 
know, from the Secretary’s former report, that the entire 
amoznt in the deposite banks in March was (4,609,000) four 
million six hundred. and nine thonsand dollars; and, from his 
report in December last, that the amount of postponed: mer- 
chants’ bonds was four millions of dollars; making, in the 
whole, eight million sıx hundredand nine thousand dollars, 
(8 609,600.) And yet, sir, with these reports before us, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means declares in his 
place that we had “sie millions due us from merchants? 
and im“ October last eight millions from the deposite banks! 
Who shall we believe, ihe Secretary or the chairman of the 
committee? But, Mr. Chairman, if, according to the,report of 
the Secretary, as furnished by the President, we had “uy-trards 
of fifteen millions of dollars tn the hands of tanks andin- 

iriduals,’ and there is only shown to be eight million six 
six hundred and nine thousand Collars in the hands of the mer- 
chants and banks, [demand to know where jg the remaining 
six millions and upwards of do Jars? Why hag not the Secre- 
tary fully informed ne? Why has he notstated, fairly and ho- 
nestly, who hasthis money?) Why does he not. raise the veil, 
and let us have a peep behind the curtain? Why not kave 
given us the names of the thousands of little sub-treasurers that 
hang in clusters areundthe public crib, feasting and fattening 
anil reveliing on. the people’s money? Did he not fear that the 
long black list of defaulting leeches might darken fora season 
the halo of glory that so recently surrounded the “ituetrious 
predecessor,” and obscure the yet gloomier paths of the “sne- 
cessor.” Or was he fearful thar, by telling the whole truth, the 
pesple might see how nearly this modern Democracy and pub- 
{ic. plunder and the “spoils of victory” are convertible terms? 

Mr. Chairman, I desire distinctly to be understood; and here 
in-my place, before the assembled Represeniatives of the peo- 

alej i ehaige the fact to be, and challenge any gentleman 
riendly to the Administration to deny, ifhe dare, (and if he 


_ does, Y will prove the charge frem the yecord,) that your lend 


office receivers, in and out of effice, have in their hands the 
enormoussnm of one million nine hundred and fifty -thousand 
dollars, ($1,950,000) that your defaulting custom house offi. 
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cers not now in office, but who have been fully surfeited and pics rep vescniatives.° Mr. Chairman, I do not make these. The truth is, Mr. Chairman, : there's 20 much: blundering in 


given way for a fresh set, have in their bands the round sum of charges without having the evidence betore mé io sus ain them, this business, and the honorable chairman of the Goomnitiee sof 
one million four busdred and twenty-seven thousand four hum- Sir, the. correspondence touching: the defaications of land. of- Ways and Means is so full of his financial romances, that: Lean 
dred and ten dollars, (81,427,410;) making, in all, three million fice receivers, has, at tast, been laid on our tables. (1 wish that fees T do not understandhim. Thope, sir, hat bhave convinced. 
three hundred and seventy-seven thousand fonr hundred and every man in this nation had ene.) The special agent of the the honorable chairman by this time that he must figure again; 
ten dollars, ($3,377,410.) Nos, sir, does this sum include the Treasury, Mr. Gavesche, appointed to examine into the condi- always to be mindful, however, that hë cannot figure this mation, 
two thousand and more of defaulting postmasters; nor are the tion of these offices, reported to the Secretary ofthe Treasury, g outot debt. ow rok Se is a N pa Seats} 
enstum-house receivers now in office, who are defaulters to tie on the Mth day of Juse, that the land office reeeiver at Colum: But, sit. what isthe. true condition of the Treasury. and. is 
Government, and other receivers and disbursers of the public bus, in M i detautter to the Government inthe | prokabie resources duiing the present year, and its: pendis, 
revenue, embraced in this estimate; because the Secretary of sum of $55,956: esas a yeason for his defaication, tures? . The Secretary of the -Treasury estimates the receipts 
the Troasury, for reasons best known to himself, has declined to that he had been “led owcy from his duiy by the example fram customs at `- = - ; “$13,000,000 
give us the information. And, sir, that the committee. and this of his predecessor? anl that “another receiver would pro- From jands- - po niriana oap ypa 5,000, 0: 
nation, may fully understand the subterfuges and shuffling eva- bably follow in the fovisieps of the twoj? and thercapan re United States Bank bond.due in September. | 
sions of the Secretary of the Treasury, in endeavoring to con- commends his “being retained” in “preference io another One-third of $4,609,000 from deposite banks Fy 
ceal from us the true condition of those in office, and the amount appointment!” and for aught 1 know, he was retained. a i a a ele ne 
of their defalcation. I beg to refer the committee to the resolu- Do you remember, Mr. Chairman, that when a late adminis- g K 2AL9 121 
tion which passed this House, on the motion of the honorable tration came into power, in their laudab'e zeal. tọ ferret out Merchants’ bonds _ - - . vee ss, 4,000,0 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Gartanp;] and which, together |] public plunderers, they found one poor Auditor who was de- ‘ me TE. mre iy 
with the novel reasons uf the Secretary, I shall read in support fautter Tor some few hundred dollars; and that forthwith his 125,829 12L 
of the charge, and for the adification of the committee. Here goods and chattels were seized and sold, and his body ip U E ie EE 
is the resolution: tenuncitions from high = pe i ; š e TO 
“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- has only used the mo- patero; then eao Mina maximam oS the expecta Ie 
4 piy H az + ies a it ae ed, L al 
cate to this iin ngeras orny m me Pere et practicables th the freedom |} ‘hat the first item ofthiriecn midion five hundred thousand dol- 
the names of ail receivers, Co ec ors, Of depositories of te lars from customs is greatly overraied. The Secretary himself 
public money, who are in default to the Government; We places very hule confidence. in this estimate, becanse he sa 
me fauch default; the Jength of time due; the security Dee eat aT Pee ae Hebe A ‘YS; 
amount of 8 3 s 3 ja his report of December last, “that, in the fluctuating con- 


given, ifany; and how much has been, or wiil likely be, lost; 
together with a copy of all correspondence upon the subject, 
from the Let of January, 183), to this time a 


dition of our receipts and expenditures, results are likely to 
happen essentially different from someof these calculations.” 
Ves, sir, these results have happened, and we are now acting 


This resolution was adopted at the exna se ion; and it not cases, where the de ja 2 x ay 5 

only required the Secretary ofthe Treasury to send usthe names by the Secretary is wholly inadequate. e thi thine ie ele ppe will gon gomman am aael HA 
of “all receivers, collectors, or daposttoriesof he public money, ate receiver at Helena, in Arkansas; there the: dofalcation is |! are preat reiluced, and will fall far short of any revious year 
ho areindefaull,” but to send us also all the correspondence largely upwards of one hundred dollars, and the’penalty ofthe if sears last ten vears; and, ‘besides, the ad Porem ades 
in relation to thesubject. I repeat, sir, the Secretary was or- pond only twenty thousand dollars. The report shows, are ranidl diminishing. “Yes. sir, the day is at hand whens if 
dered to inform us “who are in default.”? The resolution was -thranghout, a culpable negligence in this particular, on the part the SoM wanes and ayanuon wasle of kai Administration ve 
general, full, and comprehensive; requiring the names of all of the Secretary; and, sir, the result will turn out fo be a loss fot ar rested, ae the tariff greatly increased, you must either 
who are in default,” those in office, as well as those out of of- to. this Government of a very large amount. And now, Mr. create another large national ee or pouty to direct (axes: 
fice. And, sir, instead of complying with the plain and simple Chairman, while we have these Sub-Treasurers before us, and |} the one orthe other must, and will be the certain and inevitable 
meaning of this resolution, apparent upon its face, and which have some practical knowledge as to the manner in which they conséquence A 7 É Phe 
could have been understood by any schoolboy in my disrict of nd as you propose hereafter to But suppose you realize the full amount of the estimates, 


ten years of age, he hag sent us, for our edification, 2 Jist of 
public defaulters, who were not in office on the 12th of October, 
1937! Notone word, not one name. or one leiter, with refe- 
rence to those defaulters who areto office And in order the 
more effectually to divert our attention from the true obiect of 
the inquiry, and say something which he supposed would satis- 
fy my honorable friend from Virginia, [Mr. Garcano.} who 
was curious to know the true condition of these biped sub- 
treasurers, he gives us in his report the following most extraor- 


which I have shown is not probable, will that mizet an expendi- 
ture of thirty seven million nine hundred and twenty-six thou: 
sand eight hundred and ninety-two dollars, as estimated by your 
Secretary of the Treasury. besides your millions of Treasury 
notes now outstanding? Mr. Chairman, your expetidiiures will 
greatly exceed the receipts into’ the ‘Treasury. “At the end of 
the year, according to your own. estimates, you will he wear 
twenty millions. in debt. | How will you pay itt Will you. bor- 
row the money at three, or not exceeding four per cent. or will 


of his master. to prevent him from run- 


dinary reasons. He says: ning away and forgetting to leave his money behind pair Necasury nd : ant T titine. t i 

Bat it wiH be seen That they do not inclu?e any cases con- Mr, Chairman, before T proceed to the discussion of the poli- eronda f SEO notesat eiz eee ae Deon 
nected with the Post Office Department, as its concerns have cy of issuing Treasury notes, as distinguished {rom an open, of dollars, in order to keep ‘up appedrances ‘of Ivercy 
u-ually been kept separate, and are supposed not to be em- acknowledged loan. and the effect of the coñe or the. other oF jf ang prevent the olium of another national debt. ` Do ion 
javelin the purview of the resolution. For similar reasons, these measures upon the prosperity of the county, Tmnst |] yoaty suppose that the people are such stupid’ hos 
the cases ofdisbursing officers, attached to thé army and navy, hain vefer to ihe statement snbmitied by the chairman of the || as yer to know, that, when you issue Treasury notes ai Bix: 
or to other departments, and the cases of individuais, such as Committee of Ways and Means iù his speech on this bill, inj). per centem to command money, when you could borrow as 
merchants and former purchasers of public lands, are not ine jI, order to show that he has not present'd the condition of the j] much as you wanted at from three to four per cent, 
cluded, though the indebtedness of many of them ig very great.” treasury in that open and candid manner aced hy every Í| they (he People)are not the sufferers arid the victims of your 


“What, Mr, Chairman, does the. Secretary mean, when | consideration of sound policy 


s espec when he knows folly? And, sir, does this Administration lace e j- 

speaks of the cases of “individuals,” “such as merchan’. th: vever may be iiscondition, we are bound to furnish the | 1 de pa tho inueltigence of the er paee aet a thes tie 

and “former purchasers of publiclands?” ‘These are not the necessary supplies ta erable the Government to < harge its i incapable of understanding that an issue often millions of Trea. 
H 


“individuals” embraced'in the resolution. Why, sir, this js z obligations. But, six icad of a manly exhibition of the re- saty pores is just as mucha naticnal debt as though the Jie 
downrignt insult to the ‘understanding of the TYouse. Dues the sourees of the Government, present and to. come, both the ziun was borrowed by direct and open Toan? Sir, Twill not de- 
Secretary Suppose we are So stupid as to believe that tere are Chairman and the Secretary act npon the same principle which tain this committee, attentive as itis, in the discussion of the cur 
any “merchants” who are defiulters to the Goyernment as governs individuals who, conscious of their own bankruptey, į iutional power to issue these notes. To say the least-of it 
“collectors, receivers, or dishursers af the publi perenne?” are endeavoring to congeal from their erediters and from the he power is constructive, deubiful and by no means clenty 
No auch thing. They owe the Government, itis true, for dte (world that most important fact. vuder the fond hope that some. tifthed. . The Constitution gives us espress power tO horror 
ties on goods imported; but does it therefore follow that rh i j t é i 


1 ut it e ey are thing may occur which, in che then unknown future, may save money.) burnot to issue bills ofc edit; and these notes are bite 
defaulters within the spirit or intention of the resolution to their credit from being impaired, l their honor from bley sh, Oferedit.. ‘Those who cppose a Nationa! Bank ow constitittios.: 1 
which Lhave referred? The Secretary, moreover, knew that, Mr. Chairman, can you hope fer any sneh resul? Dy you || principles, andare the advocates of this Treasury ‘note bank, «x 
by a law of the extra session, these merchants were permitted, flatter yourself that you can any Jonger deceive us or ihe peo- more properly called old continental currency, had better eine 
on ceriain conditions, to withhold payment for the poriods and ple? The chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means yet || ply themselves with arguments to prove to the People that the 

upon the.conditions therein provided, So much for the mer- stoutly denies that the Treasury is bankrupt, and aiiributes its vie not more ohra in ihe exercise of Federal power than ie 
enants. And then comes the “former purchasers of public present condition “not to env supposed want of resources, but Federalists of 98. They had better renounce the name of “De. 
lands.” Why, siv, I am astonished. Who is it that owes the to the manner of executing the Treasury note bill of October mocyat,’? and assume that which their policy and their mea- 
Government the first dollar as a “former purchaser of public last? And pray. sir, who was it that w charged with the ex! su sa indicate tbem to be. And, sir, to those who profess to 
lands?” ‘Vhe Secretary cught to know, as every body knows, cution of that? Your President and Secretary. Who was it | “ollow in the footsteps of their illusu ious predecessor,” E hope 
ihat the former, purchasers of the public lands, made under the that designed to tickle the people with an experiment of Go- | chat T donot intrude, if] coramend to their serious jadgment tis 
credit system, have long since either relinquished the purchase vernment paper money? Who was it that issued some six or opinions of that “predecessor,” as expressed in his letter to the 
and ohtained scrip therefor, or forfeited the land tothe Govern- more millions of this e paper, bearing the nominal interest editor of the Globe, and dated at the Hermitage, July, 1827; Ee 
ment. [appeal to every Western man now before me fo know of ene mill per cent. amum? was it that, by sech 1! said. among other things, So 7 Hi aon 


whether or not I am right, Yon know. (P ting to My. TEA- 
men of Ohio) you know, sit, hat yonr Secretary ether knows 
nothing about this mauer, or is wilfully practising a decepion 
upon this House and this nation. H 

Iam sersibte, Mr. Chairman, that this mar he considered 
somewhat ofa digr sion from the main question: bnt I hav 


eri ; { : : : . 
z CREFERCY if they conid? | “T hope no Treasury votes will he issued; the Treasury dra‘s 
16 Preshiont ated Secreiaiy, |) upan actual deposites are constitutional, and do not partake of 
act (hat irreceemadlG. Manes paper credit as Treasury notes. which are subject to deprecie- 
k fa ac wou, | ‘ton hy Ue merchant's and banks, and shavers and brokers, a: d 
Kokss BT Re OM | will he if issued.” ‘ 
rertrened, and With si 2 And now, sin with all your promi 


. turn promptly 
gold andsilver? Ane 


s tó followin bis foot- 


ly 
ty 


sthe Treasury, they have been, and are designed 
e future, issued’ with an interest of six percent) a 
ted that this Government can obtain money, 


been forced into this debate, at this late hour, against my wiil; |! derful rapiliy t performed a journey from the Ë steps, ahbhong an j M y saheat tact ees 
and if youare ren tered the least unhappy, in consequence of poli: cat ree ie commercial emporium of this na- 4 arepa anuara an ny of yan aoe he miehien 0 tie one 
some of the expasures which have been maile, vou must take tion. Phat divisien of th and experiment, like a'f others | ihare returned him ta the Hermitag you fara i desfer to 
the “responsibility”? on yourselves. Thave not yet dene either that have preceded if, has w fi : | counsels, and setat naught his entreaties Prt this-is jö bir 
with che Secretary and bis defauiters, or with the chairmen of ihese notes have been issued at | af mine; you can settle the account with the People; pout 
the Committee of Ways and Means. cont, Yes sin one cre tit il masters. aed = 4 i GPi 
"Phe Bocretary gave os Ar he ouri ON aoa teino or annther more highly 1 The q estion: Mr. Chairman, therefare, for us to decide ie, 
withholding from the States the fourth instalment, (which yas cent. Ts this right? | Mr. Chair- || whether it is pest that re should A Treasury notes to SUP if 
passed by a party vote,) that the money was “chiefly in the man, of equal right w the cant \ Tees of the Government, or borrow he momy da p 
custoly of banks not paying specie.” | Sir, he might with more words af your party? ip ll baen shown that, in order to keep these nores from return pa 
propriety have said it was “chiefly” in the hands of the office- come of these five and six per cent Will they cir ii > À. $ s 
H 


be fortunate enough to ect 


ese defaulting of- as a currency. (each man who may 
e the millions ene, taking with hima slate and pencil to figure the interest.) 


Oy 


holders, and not m the banks. And, sir, iF th 
fice-holders had then been compelled to d 


of the people’s money in their hands, the necessity of withhold- or willnotthe capitalist take possession of ther } 
ing the fourth instalment would not have existed, and the pres- that odious Nick Biddle leok after j 3 
sing n. cessity for more Treasury notes greatiy diminished. in September? 
An, sir, while am on this subject, I demand to know where Mr. Chairman, I fear that T 
these six millions and upwaris of the people’s mo ey have this subject involves so mucho eqguivient, fo your 
sone? If the House will take up a resolution which E subsnit- your patienée. [Here several g € What at, fo your 
ted long since, calling for information on this subject, am Do not be uneasy. F have not yve A a ee shee 
P persuaded we will know all about it. But, sir, where is tre the Committee of Ways and Mean :a fine subjecti f aire one 
money? i section, AD anecdote eccurs to me just ROW? buti have nott i 
‘At the time the deposite law passed, the fourth instalment for anecdotes: facts, sir, facis, are bett Now listen tasomeof |} 
was in the Treasury, of ‘reported to be there. It is not inthe the chairman’s facts. He says “that 77 ary last aweha |l ihe 
banks, because I have shown you there are only four mil i dueus andin the Trens: heen millions of dollar nd tl Shy. 
there; itis notin the Treasury, because the Secretary says! sat this mamont, (save he) if the debs Que us from hanks and. i eae 5 
has not got money enough, even in Treasury notes, to Jast him merchants Were paid, we should have ahalance of fifleensmil- i bith. to se 
two days. : It is, therefore, clear that: the Secretary has taken Hons in the Treasury.” Ghestof Falstaff! where art ther? Sir. Hl had. been execated on aceount of the Government 
the funds which by faw were ordered to be deposited with the Tdemand from the chairman of the Commitee of Ways and j] ly hektin shat Bank, and which then’ amounted: te: 
States, and-appropriated the same to other purposes; or he Means to know by what process he figures ou! any such yesuh? | oven miljons of dollars. you rejected the 5 
knew, or shonld have known, that a very large amount thereof, Give us the partion! rs. p | unbroken party vote. Naihing would ap 
-anid, for aught I know, more, Was in thehands of his own de- [Here Mr, Campanrenc rose. ard said there was a small mis- H pur your experiment of Treastry notes." 
faulting. officeholders. And that iaformatien, although ex- take of five millions, because the Treasury notes to peissuéd || been made, and, justead of affording rel 
pressly called for, has heen evaded and withheld from the pen- were considered as so much meney.] Pe ay ON Ree yee KRA ES SPART 
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the Treasury, it has but increased: yonr embarrassmenis. Sir, 
you pretend now to be the advocates of an exclusive gold and 
silver circulation; and atthe very moment you are making 


war upon the-hbanks and bank paper, and. charging the people’ 


with being subject to their influence, and controlling the ‘elec- 
tive franchise, you are pressing their. representatives for more 
paper money; yes, sir, that: same character of paper money 
which depreciated in the-hands. of our Revolutionary fathers, 
whospent their lives and-their fortunes in the service of their 
eountry; and who have not to this day been remunerated by this 
Government; and who have gone down into the grave. in suffer- 
ing.and sorrow, as departed monuments of the ingratitude. of 
their sons. . Sir, 1 put it to the solenm consideration of the com- 
mitteg, in the name of my whole country; that country which 
is ours to preserve, and which the Constitation has confided to 
our guardian care; nay, sir, I demand of you, -by the sufferings 
of our fathers, and the afflictien of out common constituents, to 
pause in your mad career. Throw off your party trammels, 
assume the character of statesmen, and decide in reference to 
this question as becames dignified legislators, deliberating for 
the preséntand future weal of our once prosperous but now 
bleeding country. And, sit, if you will not thusact, then I ap- 
peal tothat people whom you have wronged, and whose inte- 
resis. you. have disregarded. and shall await with confidence 
theirjudgmentat the people, 
OTTER 


SPEECH OF MR. KENNEDY, 


; Or MARYLAND, 
Inthe House of Representatives, June 22, 1938—On the Sub- 
. ‘Treasury bill. ` 4 
The House heing in Cammittee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and having under consideration the “bill to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, trausfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue’? — i 
Mr. KENNEDY. of Maryland rose andaddressed the Commit- 
tee as follows: 00t 
Mr, CHAIRMAN: I did not believe, until. within a few days 
past that the gentlemen whohavetaken charge of this bill would 
ave again presse: its consideration on the House. F thought, 
sir, that under the admonition of public sentiment, which has re- 
cently through so many channels been conveyed to the ear of 
the Administration, this Sub-Treasury scheme would be regard- 
edas.a doomed and foregone expedient, stamped in advance 
with the reprobation of the country, anu no longer to be enter- 
tained in discussion here. Never, in the history of this Govern. 
ment, has there been presented a public measure, in reference 
to which the wishes of the constituent body have been more ex- 
p icidy communicated to the representative. It bas been can- 
vassed by.the people with a scrupulous deliberation; ithasbeen 
investigated by. them.with all that care which a painful sense of 
present evil could suggest, and. they have. expressed their dis- 
approbation of it in every form in which they. were. able to find 
a voice... I did net. suppose that- with the principles by which 
the friends ofthe Administration in this body afiect. to be go- 
verned,. they. could have hrought themselves so far to resist that 
voice aa again to. propose the bill. I thougit indeed, sir, that 
the late action of Congress, in'the almest unanimous and even 
eager repeal of the Treasury order of- July, 1836, would be çon- 
sirued as a decisive: sentence against this measure. T-cannot 
understand how that repeal and this bill may-consist with each: 
other; and L should be glad to hear sume inteliigible reconcile- 
mentofthe two. It is true that the joint resolution to which I 
refer, does not in express terms repeal the Treasury Circular; 
but it accomplishes the same end, quite as effectually, by for- 


bidding the Secretary to discriminate in the moneys he receives 
for public dues; and.as he has kindly volunteered to say that he 
will not reftise good bank paper for the customs, he is no longer 
at liberty to refuse it Tor public Janda, and so we have in fact 
repealed: that. noxious, Treasury order which has so long án- 
noyed thecountry. ~ 

That order being out of the way, I would ask to what ele- 
ments may all this: machinery of the Sub-Treasury apply? Is 
jt necessary to build vaults, and construct safes, and create all 
the agencies designated in, this bill to guard a few rolls of 
pank paper? ‘The apparatus of this scheme essentially belongs 
to the gold and silver reign, ìt deals only in coin, acd has its 
existence and daily continuaace in the phantasmagoria of the 
hard-money system. . The moment you abandon the absolute 
coined metal; your Treasury system becomes a sysiem ofcre- 
dit in account, impalpable to the guardianship of stone and 


iron, unatnenable: to lock and key; it rests upon the personal __ 


fideilty and integrity of your agents. How shall the details ef 
this bill apply toi? >; a ch 
Mr. Chairman, I especially regret that this Dill has been 


brought forward.at this time, because I know that a most į 


happy conviction began to gain. ground. with the public, that 
it was now the purpose of the Administration to bring itself 
within the range of the business and wants of the commu- 
nity, to take a position ia which it might sympathize with 
the peaple, and, if not actually extend its aid, at least abandon 
ita indifference to their distresses; that it meant now to give 
up its war against the currency; to cast aside its experiments, 
devices, and jejune expedients, and to address itself honestly, 
with the lights of past experience, to the actual need of the 
natien. This hope was. yivifird by the late repeal of the cir- 
cnlarj it had gained gradual strength. by the Joag stamber of 
thia Sub- Treasury bill; it was corroborated by the unwonted 
tone of toleration in which many ‘of the friends of the Admi- 
nistration, in boih ‘Houses of Congress, 
the banks, and by the awakeni goùd sense with whichthey 
“faye derided and renounced the singular felly.of the hard mo- 
ney. impysture. The people had, therefore, begun to turn 
their faces. towards the.dawn of happier. times, aud to. pro- 


mise theinselves a speedy restoration of that prosperity which | 


had heen denied them only by. the: unwise action of their 
own Government. The very agitation ef this measure, in the 
midst, of. these, joyful. hopes, has. struck despondency deep in- 
to the Losom-of the trading classes, and the people now waich 
your proceedings here with renewed alarmand anxious sus- 
pense; they daily ask,cin-a:tone of. wonder, can it, be true 
thar you déesign.to perpetrate the enormity of putting this 
odieus system upon the country? o: 4 : 

The geal with which the. bill iz.urged leaves no. room to 
doubt. the sinceré-degire of its projectors to carry itinto effect, 
and Ihave heard that his.frieads entertain hopes of its pas- 
sage. Such, a, result may possibly demonstrate the power: of 
a Taajority on this floor, and show thai hero; at least, netwith- 
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have lately spoken of 


~ standing the general re 


‘therefore listened to the debate with eager attention. 


. this bill 
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nding the: generi lt.of ‘the nation, the banner. of the 
Administration, torn as:it has been in recent conflicts, is still 
upheld by ‘men bold enough to defy the almost universal 
popular voice. t l] 
umph, whose greatest success can:have no better.end than to 


continue, for a brief space, the oppressions of a power against 
„which public judgment. is accumulating its censure, with © 


fresh and still fresher. indignation, and which is surely doom- 

ed to he prostrated by. those overwhelming bursts of indig.. 

nanon of which the Administration have already had a fore- 
te. ; 


: Mr. Chairman, this bill assumesto be remedial in. its charac. ay 


ters It arises out of a auggestion.of. the President, made ata 
time when he had calted Congress together to deliberate upona 
great. national convulsion which had brought disaster into every 
Ciass of society. It may be said to have been the only. -tepic of 
consideration at-that moment; it was the only relief proposed. 
Although the afflictions of that day ave passing away, stiil they 
are yet severely felt, and this measure is again presented, as at- 
first it was, as a measure of relief. In that view I mean to dis- 


„cuss it, and totest its adequacy to its proposed object, by calling 


the attention of the committee to the origin and nature of the 
evils which itis designed to remedy. e3 
Sir, I was somewhat curious to know upon what grounds it 
would be advocated here as a measure of relief, and 1 have 
) On ons 
side of the House f found the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the foster parentofthe bill, = thorough going 
State bank advocate, even carrying his predilections for bank- 
ingto what I should cali a point of uitraism. Buta few weeks 
ago, when the Treasury note bill was under discussion, he 


opened that debate with congratulations upon the returning || 


prosperity of the country, and with the declaration that the 
great license of free banking which had just been granted by 
the Legislature of New York, marked an era in the history of 
our country from which we were to derive a permanent and 
solid restoration of health and strength. This new free bank~ 
ing, 
now to be superadded to the present banking system of New 
York, and the country, in his opinion, wasto thrive under that 
impulse beyond all former example. Such, sir, was the tone of 


“feeling with which the gentleman fram ‘the city of New York 


entered upon the discussion of this Sub-Treasury bill. Heisa 
bank man, sir, an wtra State bank advocate. He. is emphati- 
cally for the paper system, even greatly enlarged beyond its 
present amount. Me seesin this system the maintenance of 
the snperiority of New York, and the great aid of commerce. 
Indeed, from his remarks upon this dill, he has persuaded him- 
self, oddiy enough, I think, that its tendency and purpose are, 
in fact, to aid and sustain the banks. He defends and supports 
it with that view, and as powerfully conducive to advance the 
ioterest of his own city. 

On the other hand, the gentleman froin South Carolina [Mr. 
Pickens] is altogether in the opposite key. This gentleman 
is profoundly. inductrinated with the dogmas of the hard-money 
school; he is persuaded that all our sufferings and all enr 
weakness have come from the banking system. That system, 
in his judgment, has not.only: held this naiion in thrall to Great 
Britain, but it has rendered the Sonthern-States the “colonial 
vassals” of their Nor:hern brethren... He.views.the over-tow- 
oring elevation of New York with an unfriendly eye; sees init 
the fruit of systematic oppression, exercised -by (he General 
Government, against the South; 
break uji that commercial connection which he deems so unnai 
tural ant so hurtful; to give to the South a circle of trade cir- 
cumecribed to its own limits, and thus render it independent of 
the North. In this bill he persuades himself he finds the means 
of accomplishing his purpose, It is the only measure which, 


in bis judgment, will break down the banking system, and ` 


pluck from New York the fortunate honors of her present 
ascendency, 

Sir, the bill has another ciass of supporters. They may be 
said.to be represented by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Hunter.) ‘The tenets of this class may be described, in brief, 
as professing to inculcate that bank credits have permanently 
crippled the commerce and industry of this country; that upon 
the hard-money system—the pure metallic currency—we should 
have advanced by more rapid strides to wealth and power, and 
that we should now have exhibited a mercantile community 
free from all apprehension of those disturbances and dangers to 
which experience has proved our currency to be subject. . In 
the opinion of the honorable gentleman, the age has at last 
reecived the true light, and is now about to discard paper mo: 
ney for ever, as unworthy the improved philosophy of our day; 
and he is especially anxious that the United States should take 
time by the forelock, and be the first to step into this glorious 
reformation. That step, he believes, will be made by passing 


There is yet another class, of whom the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, who spoke before his colleague on that side, [Mz. Drom: 
Go0oLE,] may be deemed the inierpreter. They are the mere 
naked divorce men. Without professing to see any thing mis 
chievous in banking, or any. thing good in it, they stand on the 
simple ground of the Constitution, and affirm, whether it be 
expedient or not, that the Government has no power to receive 
a bank note in payment of any thing; thatthe whole usage of 
the pcople of the United States, from the beginning down to the 


present day, has been vicious, unconstitutional, and naught. - 


Phat uniform and unvarying precedent is nothing; that acqui- 
escence for. half a century is nothing, that the judgment. of 
courts, the expositions of contemporaries, the enactments of Le- 
gislatures, and the opinions of cabinets uncontradicted and un- 
reversed from generation to generation, are nothing; and that 
whatever of consUtotional power was a matter of doubt on the 
first day of the Governinent, will. in spite of all decisions and 
of all conformity, be a matter of doubt and debate a thousand 
years hence. For these ressons this class also sustains this 
measure. 

In the midst of this contrariety of opinion, I could:not but re- 
mark how exceedingly difficult it was for one in my situation, 
being new to this House, and to the respective claims of gentle- 
men here to be ranked as leaders, to make a sober and just esti- 
mate of the grounds upon which the Administration hopes’ to 
sustain this bill before the country. Surely one or the ether. 
of these molley-opiuioned defenders of the scheme can have 
but little claim to be considered ax exponents of the Executive 
mind! Ifthe bill be what the member from New York repre- 


ants it, T would advise the gentlemen from ‘the South to panse | 


and look abont them, lest- they makea fatat mistake in their: 
methodol pulling down the city of New York, and building-up 
Charleston. And tosay the truth, I think there is reason to 


edy. 


‘That. struggle will. yield-but a. worthless tri- 


with its expected millions—even fifty ora hundred—was . 


and his whole desire is: to: - 


fear. that. the henorabis ays 
and Məansis not altogether wrongin bis-expectitinns, With. 
that anstrupulous favoritism by: which this and ‘the last Admis 
nistration have been accustomed to execute the laws, New 
York, provided: she demean herself tess contamaciously than 
she-has lately done, may tutn her political acquiescence to 
some-account under this proposed system. “There is power in 
it, as Eshall: hereafter show, for the-conferring ot anyamount 
of favor. Butitis very clear thatthe gentlemen‘of the South 
do notin any-one point; ueree in the couclusions, or give crédit- 
to the wisdom of the honorablechairman. © = 7ni 74 À 

Ifthe gentleman from South: Carolina {Mr: -Pickens] bo“ 
right in his-estimate. of the character and tendency of this:bill, 
then I warn the representatives of the-Nortli to look to it. They” 
are-not-hard money.men—they do not wish to. strangle the 
hanking system-above all, I presume. they- do ‘not ‘wish'to ‘ 
čheck the cotnmerce orrestrain the industry of their own region. © 
If theydo, letthem: follow the lead of the member from South 
Carolina; and ‘when they..go’ home..to their constituenta; let > 
them- say that thèy have been converted toa conviction of the 
soundness of bis views, and therefore voied forthe bill. 

Mr. Chaiman, I amnot mfriendly ‘to the prosperity of South 
Carolina: - No man on this foor wishes-ber well more heartily 
than Ido; and look with a protound gratification’ to that noble 
and wise spirit of enterprise which has lately prompted her to 
scale the Alleghany with her great road. God speed her in that 
glorious rivalry by which she has been endeavored to ‘place 
herself ona commanding eminence amongst the States! There 
lies her path to wealth, power and happiness; let her pursue it 
ateadily, and she will reap her reward; None will exultin. it 
more tham myself. But when she aims. at breaking up the 
commercial union of the North and South, and especially when 
she teaches her people that this Government has been ulikind 
to the South, she gives a dangerous direction to their thoughta. 
A fancy of discontent is quite as stimulating asa real cause, 


-and may teach the weaker-gifted in the gifts of head anà heart 


the mischievous habit of calculating the value of our Union. 
Whether designed or not, these preachings of discontent tend 
iowards that horrible catastrophe of disunion, with the contem: 
plation of which:I.would not have our people familiar, Iie in 
the very bounty of the Almighty thai our ‘North and South are 
united in those beautiful. bonds of brotherhood: which their 
mutual commerce with eachother have created; it:wilt be the 
resret of this whole continent, when independeni’ circles of 
trade: shall be formed, which shall leave the different geogra- 
phical sections of the ccuntry no lenger useful toeach other in 
their dealings, Sir, it will lead irresistibly to separation. | 

I would hope, sir, that these though's, or any thought kindred 
to them, never entered the mind of the gentleman from South. - 
Carolina in his support of this bill, and. that, after all, he has 
Deen harmicasly dealing in the dogmas of that new philosophy 
hich has of late become so. peculiarly the product of his own 
State. South Carolina has, fora time, gone in pursuit of strange 
zods—she has fallen into: the spiritual eins of false doctrine, 
heresy, and schism—she has become mischievously sophisti- 
cated —bewildered with political metaphysics—I trust she will 
saon return to that rectitude of opinion which is more compati- 
ble with the moral rectitude and lofty patriotic bearing that dis- 

inguieh her sons. 

Į said, gir, that I wished to test this measure as a measure of 
remedy, and, with that view, would endeavor to trace our pre- 
sent disasters up to their origin. ehall do itas briefly as tho 
nature of the-inguiry and my respect for the patience of this 
committee, already: iiet to its utmost verge, will permit. 

There was kn opinion seduicusly incuicated during the latter 
partof the last Administration, ‘that the specie basie.of the coun- 
try was insifficient to sustain th paper ciiculation, ‘and the 
people were taught to believe that it would be a wholesome ex- 
ercise of the power of the Government, and," in fact, was its 
duty, to take measures for the importation of the precious me- 
tals.’ Every body remembers when this opinion began to pre- 
dominate, It was about midway in that career of patchwork 
expedients to give us a “better currency,” which constituted 
first the dream, and finally the monomania, of Jacksonism. 
Gouge had just published his book of bank horrors. in which, 
somewhat after the manner of an antimasonic pamphlet, or one 
of Parson Weems’s tracts, “ God’s Revenge Against Drunken- 
ness,” he had arrayed in melancholy justaposition all the vices, 
sins, and misdemeanors which could be traced to his subject, or 
be brought to its illustration. This book suggested the hard 
money scheme. ` H fell.in the way of the President just abeut 
that time when he-was beginning to dovbt the efficacy of the 
great and famous EXPERIMENT. It furnished him a happy 
thought, when it pointed out to him how he might retreat from 
the odium of the possible and even then probable failure of that 
scheme. From that:mement-he was taken with the hard morey 
madness, and straightway the whole tribe of dependants, low- 
ing his lead, tock the same frenzy, and soon became even more 
rahid than their chief. : 

This wasnot the least mischievous of the errors which cha- 
racterized that extraordinary era of popwar delusion, The no- 
tion thatthe specie basis was inadequate to the currency, and 
that it was the province of the Government to enlarge itby forced 
importations, was. the principal cause that brought about the 
catastrophe of the suspension. ‘To those who have not fully 
srudied the subject, it may sound likea parodox, but itis never- 
theless true, that the suspension of specie payments was in- 
duced by the imporiation'of the precious metals; and the re- 
sumption isto be accomplished—in fact has already been pre- 
pared, and we may consummated—by the exportation of them, 
I shall, before T conclude, have occasion to notice this im- 
portation of specie with more particularity; for, the present, F 
design to inquire into the soundness of the porition assumed—. 
whether the edin was fasufficient tò sustain the currency and 
whether good. was. likely to result from the in‘erference of the 
Government. To the presumstuons, woskilful, and ignorant 
intermeddiing of the Government with this subject, the common 


` opinion has already assigned the common distress. I. wish to 


inquire if therebe not cause for this imputation. g 

The ratio which specie may safely bear to the paper circula- 
tion of the bunks is altogether incapable of fixed aud determi- 
nate regulation, It necessarily must change with respect to 
time, place, and ciccumstance—defying all attempt at invaria- 
ble adjustment, It is subject.to.the ordinary mercan ie rela~ 
tions of aupply and demand, and will be governed by the prin- 
ciples applicable: to those relations. The fundamental law of 


_ our country requires that-all paper should be convertitie into 


gold-and silver; it has notindulged the absurdity of contem- 
plating the possibility that all would be converted. Tris the cre- 
ditor’s right tà require his debtor to pay In, coin. The purport 
of this provision is to furnish a standard of value; it yelerg 
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every object of t 
does not require that these metals shall be the actual commuta- 
tion in every transaction of trade. The convenience of society 
kas uniformly made the equivalent of coin,in the great aflairs 
of trade, more acceptable than the coin its if, and coin now is no 
longer necessary as a commutation for bank paper, than as its 
presence isrequisite to preserve the standard of value in the pa- 
per. Whatis the ratio of coin necessary for this. purpose, le a 
problem that will ever be varying in itsterms. Itis very obvious 
that, if every holder of bank paper insist upon-having the coin 
at any given moment, the richest bank may be compelled:to 
abandon business; if the public be content not to demand 1t, 
itis equally clear that a very small portion of coin need be 
kepton hand. : We must not confound ultimate solvency with 
this question of convertibility. Banks, no more than private 
individuals, are affected in their actual solvency by not having 
coin at hand, although the effects of not paying in coin when 
required are very different iu the two cases; the bank would 
be discredited for want of punctuality; the individual would 
escape almost without comment. It is, therefore, the peculiar 
duty of banks to keep a portion of their funds in hard money, 
sufficient to redeem so much of their circulation as may be 
demanded. I! they kept an amount equal te their circulacion, 
they would lose the legitimate. profit of their business; if they 
kept less than might be demanded of them, they run the risk of 
losing their credit. They must ascertain the safe medium be- 
tween these two extremes. What is that medium can never 
be so accurately determined by any authority as ky the banks 
themselves. It is a question which will depend upon the state 
of public confitence, and that confidence must, from its nature, 
be affected by. the circumstances or events of the day. No de- 
gree of prudence, nor ne amount of wealth, would suffice to 
fave a bank from being drained of its coin, if the whole ccmmu: 
nity were determined to set upon it with a demand for evin. 
Even if the specie in its possession exceed the circulation, the 
bank may still be exhausted, provided it be determined to con- 
tinue its business and to maintain that circulation at a fixed 
amount. A hundred dollar note paid out on discount to-day 
may be returned with a demand for specie to-morrow; if it be 
reissued in another discount, in pursuance of the purpose to 
keep up the circulation, it may again return to draw its amount 
in specie, and through a.continuation of this process the same 
note may take out ofthe vault ten times its own amount of coin. 

Again, sir, thisrelation will be affected by the condition of the 
community in which it exists, An active thriving. business, 
driven in a densely peopled region, promotes rapidity of circu- 
lation, he bank note ‘passes from hand to hand with such 


celerity as to give it renewed confidence in its progress. In- 


s uch a state of things a given amount of paper performs dou- 
hle, treble, perhaps tenfold werk in the way of exchanges; 
whilst in a sluggish community, of amongsta widely scatiered 
population, the circulation, from tae mere slowness of its 
movement, requires a broader basis of specie. 

Į refer, Mr. Chairman, very cursorily to these considerations, 
to show how futile must be the endeavor to regulate. the rela- 
tion of specie to paper by any fixed and urvarying law; how 
still more absurd it must be to make this a subject of Govern- 
ment action. ; 

1 have taken some paina, sir, to ascertain what has,.in fach 
been this relation in our own country for several. years past. 
That inquiry has afforded. me the followjng results: From the 

car 1830, the returns to the Government, upon this subject, 
have been full, and, I believe, accurate. They will show that 
from that period down to the present year, 1838, the aggregate 
specie in all the banks has averaged.a ratio of between one- 
third and one-fourth of the circulatien; in 1830 the circulation 
wus a fraction less than three ef paper to one of specie in the 
banks; in 1837, iess than four to one. 

Dividing the States into sections, with reference to the na- 
ture of their trade and population, we shalt find by the official 
returns, that on the tstof January, }837—a period, let it be 
remarked, two months anterior to that at which General Jack- 
son boasted of the prosperity and happiness of the country, 
and of the sticcess of his humble efforts to restore a sound cur- 
rency—in the six New England States, the circulation” was 
rather above five dollars of paper for one of specie jo the banks 
of chat region; that in the five Middle States, including this 
District. of Columbia, the paper was rather less than three to 
one; that in the four Southern States, including Florida, it was 
under four to one; and inthe six principal Western States, it 
was bus a fraction above two to one. In the State of Massa- 
chusetts, a thickly peopled and busy State, the bank circula- 
tion from 1830 to 1837 vibrated between five to one and eight to 
one—never more than a small fraction below five, nor above 
eight. Connecticut presents abont tke same relation, New 
York, in 1834, exhibited about six of paper to one of specie; 
since that period it has shown about three to one, The general 
aggregate of the United States, as I before remarked, varies 
slightly between three and four to one, during the last eight 
years; the commencement of that period being one in which 
the currency of this country was confessedly the best in th: 
world; the termination of it certainly presenting the worst of 
which we have any Knowledge in any mercantile pation. And 
yet, sir, in 1830 we had not, it is supposed, above forty millions 
of specie in the country, whilst now itis proclaimed, as one of 
the fruits of our wise statesmanship, that we have accumulat- 
ed near one hundred millions, The truth is, our currency has 
been gradually growing worse, notwithstanding all our efforts 
to increase the specie; it has lost its excellence in proportion 
as it has become the care of the Government. 

Turning to Great Britian we shall find nearly the same re- 
sults. From the year 1830 down to 1830, a computation of the 
circulation of the Bank of England will afford an annual average 
of about four pounds sterling in paper to one of bullion. In 
August, 1797, a tew months after the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, the circulation of the bank was about eleven millions 
sterling to four of bullion; in 1798, it was £12,190.610 sterling to 
£5,546, 100 ot bullion, less than twa to one. In 1799 it was about 
as 13 to 7; and in 1800) and 1801 nearly the same; showing that, 
for nearly five years after the suspension, the ratio of specie to 
circulation was larger than, with some few exceptions, it had 
ever been before or afterwards, In 1783, more than thirteen 
years before the suspension, the circulation was six and a third 
inillions to litde more than halfa nvillion.of bullion. In 1825, 
four years after the resumption. the circulation was £19,299, S40 
sterling to £3,634,370, somewhat above five tó one. : 

The Bank of France suspended specie payments in 1806, for 
about four montha; yet France has upwards of six hundred mil- 
Hons of dollars in her specie currency. The bank issues no note 
of less denoffination than five hundred franca, equal to one 
hundred dollars, ana hag. always sustained a. very high credit, 


raflic to the value of the precious metals, but- 


1 have brought tlicse facts into view, Mr. Chairman, still, fur- 
-ther ‘to demonstrate the natural, the insuperable difficulty of a 


fixed ratin, and also to show how litte the solvency’ of a bank | 
depends upon the amount of specie whichit may have.on hand. ~ 


It belongs to the credit system, ih Whatever manner that system 


may be constructed, to be subject to occasional variations in its 


relation to the metallic basis ofthe country; and no care of the 
Government-can possibly remove the causes which may affect 
that relation. Thetrué principle by which it is controlled is . 
that which is suggesied by the demands of trade and the amount 


ot foreign debt—in other words, by the state of foreign ex |} 


change. A demand for specie abroad will necessarily influence 
this relation at home. The precious metals will perform their 
office in the liquidation of tbat demand, in spite of all the care 
of Government; and whilst they are so employed, the only aafe- 
guard which the domestic currency can resort to is that prudent 
economy in the concerns of trade which the private judgment 
ofevery man suggests to himin his individual concerns when, 


his affairs have been deranged by atoo prodigal expeniiture of | 


his means. > 

Ours, sit, is essentially a credit system, gauged by gold and 
silver. ‘To whatever digorders it may beincident, it 1s still that 
to which we owe our rapid advance to national prosperity, and 
we will never part with it for any promise of good fidm the 
hard money scheme. We have been educated in the percep- 
tion of its value; it is domesticated in our homes; furnishes our 
ordinary implements in the thrift of life, and has become consti- 
tutionally parcel of ourselves. Whatever may be its defects, 
we take it with them, in preference to any substitute. ` Ifit hasis 
fluctuations, so has the pure metallic currency, not less hurtful 
than those of paper. The accumulation of a foreign , debt 
would, with that currency, as with any other, carry away the 
precious metals, and thus raise the value of al! that were left 
behind. Ifa merchant import gold when the country is in want 
of hardware or cloth, gold will grow to he redundant and cheap, 
whilst hardware and cloth will become dear. A failure ofa 
crop may stint the supply of credits abroad; a foreign subsidy 
may take away a portion of your coin; every cause which ope- 
rates in this form, will change prices relatively to the pre- 
cious metals, as they change them in reference to good paper. 
It is commerce and indusury and enterprise that produce these 
fluctuations; a very small share of the evil is ordinarily to be 
ascribed te the nature of the currency. g 

In reference to thia question of the ratio, it is proper to inquire 
a little more into the nature of what is termed the currency. It 
has been often contended here that the Consticution allows no 
currency but gold and silver. Sir, the Constitution makcs no 
reference to currency at all. It supplies, as I have said before, , 
the standard for all values, and that isal that it professes to do. 
It was manifestly so understood by its founders when Genéral, 
Hamilten, in the first year of General Washington’s administra- 
tion, issued: his Treasury order to recéive Dank paper, anil 
when, in one year afterwards, (1791) Congiess ratified that order 
by positive legislation. The currenoy of the country, in the 
aspect of it which I propese to present, includes that whole masa 
of paper credits which’are used in commercial dealings for the 
discharge or trafsfer of debt. It embraces promissory notes, 
billsiof exchange, draughts, checks, and other evidences of in- 
debtedness All of these, sir, by the theory of our Constitution, 
are as much payable in coin as the notes of a bank. They all 
profess to be convertible or redeemable paper; yet no-individual 
ever thinks it his duty to keep gold or silver at hand te meet 
such engagements. If coin be demanded, his resource js the 
bank; so that, through this process, the banks may be said to be 
under. an obligation to provide for the convertibility ofall this 
amount of paper. Compare the specie retained by the hanks 
with the aum ofall these engagements, and it will be seen that 
the ratio is not one-teath—-perhaps not a twentieth—and yet it is 
amply sufficient. In England, since the passage of the law 
making the notes of the Bank a legal tender every where but at 
the Bank itself, the directors have endeavored to establish the 
rule of keeping one-third of the amount of their circulation and 
deposites in bullion. They have not been very successful in 
this endeavor. That Bank now virtually supplies the coin of 
the three kingdoms, and upon a basis of about ten millions ster- 
ling of bullion, sustains a bank circulation, inctuding all the 
country banks, as well as those of Scotland and Ireland, not 
much short of sixty millions. 7 

Sir, I would not have troubled the committee with this unin- 
viting detail of money statistics, if I were not aware that upen 
this subject many errors of opinion have obtained credit with 
the conntry during the last eight years—errors which I think 
may be distincuy traced to the sedulous efforts made by the 
last Administrauon to persuade the people than an increased 
supply ofthe precious metals was essential to the safety of our 
currency, and that the Government itself, without respect to the 
laws of trade—nay, even in direct counteraction of them— 
might compel their importation from foreign countries. This 
opinion, enforced with all the official authority of the Execu- 
tive, has engendered a brood of false doctrines, and the people 


“have consequently tarned to counting the coin as the only test 


of the prosperity of the country. 

While such has been the course of the late Administration, 
itis worthy of remark thatthe “follower in ite footsteps’’ be- 
gan his career with the declaration of the constitutional disa- 
bility of the Government to interfere with this Cepartment of 
our social economy, even so fur as to correct the evils which 
the ill-judged and incessant interference of his predecessor had 
inflicted upon the country. Holding this doctrine of the pre- 
sent Executive altogether indefensible, either în the reason of 
the case or in the face of established and invariable precedent, 
I think the people have a right te demand from the Govern- 
ment that the remedy proposed shall be broad enough to meet 
the whole extent of the disease. 

Mr. Chairman, it is easy to understand how promptand ex- 
pansive must have been the effect of this artificial animation 
of the money aciisn- upon the general concerns of trade. Ik 
quickened business in every department of life, and greatly in- 
creased consumption. ‘The consequence of this was to in- 
crease impertation—not by overtrading, but by Increasing the 
demand. And then, siy, prices naturally rose. Every thing 
that was bought was sure to sell at an. advance; yau might 
scarcely go wrong inaspeculation. Trade. traffic, and adven- 
ture spurned their old and sober channels. They fet into the 
hands of new men, and dealt in new commodities, The farmer 
turned from his plough, and the mechanic from his tools, te 
become lords of boundless acres, and the founders of towns and 
chies. People becameextravagant in their habits of expense, 
and rieted in the imagination of riches infinite. France was 
not more mad in the wild frenzy of Law’s great scheme, than 
were our people in this revel of fancied wealth. 
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career ofthe experiments the. Presidentifell upon thehard t 
ney scheme. Towards the end of the-yoar 1835, there were fe’ 
men aroand him whodid not perceive thatthe ultimate failere 
of the experiment. was -not. alogether aso imposib an 
event ay. the “first. boastings - of its. author might have: 
ranted them In believing. -The President “himself: j : 
very clear, b gan to belive: it probable. It was the thoug?' 
of the moment, the. instinct- of cunaing, «which: “prompted 
him to. take. sheker against. the disgrace of failure in that t4 
new device of bringing the nation to the -constiturotial ? 
currency, the pure metallic system. We all remember ‘* 
how suddenly this change came over ihe lend; and we can hever 
‘forget the efforts of General Jackson to Wiscredit the ‘papér sys- 
tem which he had just matured, nor-his.strenuous ‘exertions to 
introduce coin inte the country.: Sir his success In these endea- ' 
vors has been the chief topic.of his glorification. “The frequent 
plaudits of his flatterers are still ringing in. our. ears: withthe 
boast of the treasures he has amassed; and even now they bave 
not ceased to render tribute to his renown in this ‘achievement, 
This Sub-Tr:asury bill itself. is but another actof mean homage 
offered up to himin that santve-holow’ gtorification—it is part 
and parcel of the trickery by which a name has been sought to 
be canonized, and a party .enabled to sustain itsdynasty of im- 
posture. “T beg; sir, to call the: attentica ‘of the committee tò. 
these measures for increasing the supply of the precious. metals, 
and for :etaining them in the ceuniry. A N 3 
: T proceed now, Mr. Chairman, to trace out the further action 
of the Government upog this subject, and, in the course of this, 
inquiry, to show. in what measures of the late Administration 
the mischievous opinions to which E have just referred, were’. 
embodied as active principles. i ʻ TEN 
From the earliest period of this Government tte people have 
been accustomed to contemplate the banking system “as a sys? 
tem, to.a certain extent, uncer Federal control. Theéirexper 
ence of its beneficence, which: has not. been small, has invaria 
bly presented itto them as a system; partly within the manage- 
ment of the States, and. partly directed by the, power and int 


rests-of the Union. Twice only, since ‘thé year 1791, has this.” 


Federal superintendence been suspended, and ‘at each of these’ 
epochs the consequences have been the same~-an excessive © 
increase of local banking, a total derangement of tie currency; 
a succession of ruinous bankruptcies, andia suspension ofo” 
specie payments. © Whilst the Federal control “existed, 
evils were unknown; and,:as-soon as that control was restor 
they rapidly disappeared, Pete ! aes 

The banking system of ‘every mercantile country, sit, 
sents, in greater or less development: two conspicnous princi 
ples of commanding influence in their respective spberes— the 
principle of alliance or centralization, aud the principle of 
competition. These are more especially remarkable In the’ 
United States, where ony political avd commercial relatioùs ° 
tend to give them great imporiance. The principle ofcentral- 
ization, notwithstanding the unfriendly comments by which it 
has been assailed of late, with a view to render it odious, is of 
singular value to our system. 
it, no system of banking could be devised which would. be toje- 


I am. convinced that; without © ` 


rated by the country; that, with it, our aystein becomes. all that | 


the public convenience or welfare demands. ts 

This country, sir, is divided, in reference to trade, into two’: 
great sections: the first, embracing the whole North,: may, be 
denominated the commercial section; the second, comprising” ‘ 
the South, the producing section. » The’ Middle and West are ` 
tributary to both: Nothing can be more happy for otir social 
welfare than this natural division of our interesis, | In the be- 
neficence of Providence it‘seems to have been ordered-as the 
great instrument of harmonious union to the millions who now 
inhabit and who shall hereafter dwell upon this immense: ex- 
tent of territory. The imports of the North are paid for by the 
purchase of foreign. credits from the South. The great crop of 
the South, which is annually exported to England and France, 
preduces the fund upon which the importer draws for’ the’ 
liquidation of his foreign debt; the manufacturer,’ too, of the 
North, purchases his raw materialin the South. Phas isere: 
ated a yearly demand, atan appointed season, for'funds inthe 
South: The importations of the North being distributed far 
and wide over the whole country, in their turn, also, and at an 
appointed season. createa similar demand for funds at’ the 
point ofimpert. The tide flows and ebbs with exact regulari- 
ty; or, rather, this tendency of money-cemand, ike the mon- 
soon, steadily drives: for six months in one direction, and six 
monihsin its opposite, with a precision which enables every 
one ta count npon itsmotion, At one season, seme forty or 
fifty millions are needed in the South; but a: few months roll 
round, when the same amount is needed in the North. tis ims. > 
ble to conceive a-state of trade to which that feature of ite 
banking system ] have cbaracterized as the principle of cen- 
tralization is more indispensable than this. 

A banking system under the control of one mind, diffusing 
itself tothe extremities of the Union by a number of hanks all 
in alliance, subject to the same government, and never acting 
in conflict with each other, but ever uniting to produce a coti 
mony 
such a ciicie of trade could be advantaceousiy sustaiacd. The 
head of this system holds a position from which he bas a view? 
ef the whole field of commercial aciion He perceives at 
what point-succars may be needed, and where the force: is ye- 
dundant -He has power to-subtract frora the one for the rellef 
of the other, When funds are necessary in NewOrleans, ard 
ave no longer required at New York, the transfer ie bùta sini- 
ple act of his will When they have performed their office in 
thy South, it ieas easy to retransfer them to their formet pesi. 
tion. ‘Ehus, sir, have the demands of that great Internal trade 


ult, woukl seem to be the only machinery by which 


been regulated with a simplicity and aneffect wholly without | 


parrallel in any other country on ‘the glehe. The power to ac- 
complish this is the result of the principle of centralizazion. 
Without such a- principle all would soon degenerate: into cons 
fusion. : eee 


We have, sir, six-and twenty independent Governments, sove- 
reign as respects this question of banking, all capable ‘of pes > 
scribing laws for its management, with thesingle restraint that 
they shall make notbing else than gold and silver. a lender for 


the payment of debt. ‘This restraint weak as it ig js tbe only) 


point of common obligation.” ‘They ‘have'no other comptision * 
towards concert, nor other-pereeptible conimon duty tó prodice 
alliance or similarity of structure among# tl “Their police 
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in regard to this subject, is as vatious as the habits, manners, 
and modes of thinkiug of the diferent States One State, with 
a amall population but great. capability, Mississippi for.exam- 
ple, authorizes the creation of tanking capital to the amount 
of fifty millions, and applies herself eagerly to the task of giv- 
ing expansion to her industry in every shape in which she can 
employ it. Another State, Virginia, with treble the population 
of the former, and perhaps with resources equally abundant, 
erects a banking system which scarcely employs seven millions. 
It may be the wisdom or the eaprice, the false reckoning or 
sober estimate of each of these States which has persuaded 
them to adopt a policy so widely different from each otber. 


Mississippi may have overshot her mark, or Virginia may have Y 


too tireidly kept herself below her power}. still each has acted 
upon her own perception of her interest, and, it is obvious, 
without the slightest reference to the other. And so it is, sir, 
throughout the Union. A survey of the whole will show you 
the banking system of the States erected and sustained aito- 
gether upon local considerations, presenting every conceivable 
inequality in its operation. In one portion, distrust, caution, 


and doubt fettering the industry of the State; in another, emu- . 


lation, adventure, and hope, tmging its enterprise with sanguine 
hues, and leading, it may be; sometimes, to extravagant excess. 
These several jurisdictions are no more capable of producing 
uniformity in banking, even if they were inclined to do so, than 
in any other matter of general concern to the Union. As well 
might you expect the States, sir, by their fortuitous concur- 
rence, to produce a uniform law of naturalization, the uniform 
organization of the militia, or an equal and properly appor- 
tioned representation in this hall, as to expect of them harmony 
and concert in their regulation of the affairs of trade through 
the agency of their banks. Let capital abound in one region, 
and the demand for it be ever so urgent in another, what State 
bank would be found transferring its funds to meet a temporary 
emergency growing out of such a cause? The States will ne- 
cessarily be influenced only by the considerations which arise 
at home, and have reference to their domestic interests, The 
want of uniformity might be harmlessif there was not also in- 
cident to thissystem, when left to follow its own impulses un- 
. checked, not only a want of co-operation with other States, but 

often actual interference with them and couuter-actions in their 
several concerns. Instead of moving under the constraints of 
a general! system, their main impulse will be found in the prin. 
ciple of competition. ` 
Thiscompetithon wili be manifest in the legislation of State 
against State; it will extend itself, and predominate in the con- 
test between city and city, and still more actively on the nar- 
rower theatre at home, in the rivalry between bank and bank. 
The great instinct of this principle of competition isa hurtful 
one: its tendency is towards excess. Two banks in the saine 
village will run the race against each other. Tach will strive 
to supply the neighborhood with the greater facilities, to lend 
upon more attainable securities, to embrace a larger class of 
dealers, to Jure adventure, as. means abound, by still greater en- 
ticements, lfa large circulation may be absorbed to-day, a 
still larger one, in the reckoning of these rivals in the race, may 
be absorbed to-morrow—the larger the circulation the greater 
the profit, The feverish cupidity of avarice will perceive in 
such a course the road to large gains; and, whilst the banks pur- 
sue it, the last thought which wilt occur to the authors of these 
efforts will be the consequences of this excited action upon the 
general welfare of the nation. Such, sir, are he tend ncies ofthe 
uacontrelled principle of competition in banking. 

The action of a central power restrains and corrects these 

> tendencies. A National Bank, under an efficient organization, 

hag, if not an absolute, certainly a most decissive control over 
the valueand amount of the local currencies supplied by the 
Statebanks. To say nothing of that most important action of a 
National Bank upon the exchanges—by far the most useful of 
its functions—such an institation regulates the local currency 
through another influence of great value to the stability of the 
banking system. A bank sustained by the credit of the Go- 
vernment, and strengthened by the Jeposites of the public- 
moneys, cannot but enjey the univeral confidence of the na: 
tion. "Its paper will necessarily be esteemed as of the best, and 
will be current in every avenue of businesa. Such a paper, sir, 
becomes a gauge by which to measure the value of all other 
paper for which it may be exchanged. In that respect it holds 
towards other paper somewhat of the relation which the pre- 
cious metals hold to itself. 1 know, sir, that it 1s a received 
and familiar proposition that a better currency will not circu- 
late in the presence of an inferior one. This is true ofcoin: it is 
nat true of paper. Coin will net circulate in the presence of a 
depreciated paper, because it may immediately betake itself to 
foreign countries, where it will command its value, or it may re- 
tire into private hoards, to be kept untila better state of things 
shall draw it forth into circulation. But when a bank is able to 
put forth an unquestionable paper, all of inferior value will dis- 
appear before it. The public will prefer that paper which en- 
joys the highest credit, and they will refuse all other whilst 
that isattainable. It is the interest and business of such a 
bank. torender its paper at all times attainable; its profit con- 
sists in supplying the public with a circulation which can 
neither he hoarded nor sent abroad. ‘This paper, in fact, cireu- 
Jates upon its superior credit, and thus engrosses to itself, as far 
as its own volume will permit, the business of the community. 
It is, sir, by the influence of thie principle that the. paper of a 
National Bank, fortified by the credit and masources of the Go- 
vernment, becomes a regulator of the value of all ofall other 
currency inthe nation; it furnishes the gauge or standard to 
which all local paper, in tts own district or appropriate range, 
must conform. ` In this aspect, the central banking power ma 
be said to constitute a great Conservative element in the ad- 
ju-tment and preservation of a sound currency. y 

Itis Mr. Chairman, is the just balance of these two prin- 
ciples of centralization and eompetition that the. greatest effi- 
ciency and safety are given to our system. The central power 
alone might not be sefficieatly observant “and regardful 
of local wants; in the greater profits ofthe more important ope- 
rations of exchange, it might lose sight of sectional convenience, 
and of the wantaof the lesser circles of trade. the local banks 
will ply within these limite, greatly to the advantage of them- 
selves and.of the public. On the other hand, the local banks 
aléne, for the reasons I have given, would found utterly inca- 
pable of fulfilling the broader functions‘assigned to the central 

wer, : à 

"Phe necessity for this division results, in part, from the na- 
ture of our confederacy. The Federal power is essential to the 
controt of all interests which expand beyond the fimite of a sin- 
gle State, whilst the State power is well entrusted with che mu- 
nicipal regulations necessary toits own well-bei.gn The insti- 
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tution of banking, having a great and predominating influence 
over the currency of the country, rises im Consideration fer 
above a mere municipal concern, into.one of the broadest na- 
tional importance, and nothing has been found more authent- 
cally established in the experience of this Government, than the 
absolute necessity of imparting to the management of the banks 
a certain share of Federal supervision. ng 

Mr. Chairman, I charge it upon the late Administration, as 
one step taken by them towards the embarrassment of this na- 
tion, that they rashi and most unwisely deprived the country 
of the benefit of this 
the destruction ofthe late Rank of the United States. Sir, that 
Administration did not very maturely reflect. upon the conse-: 
quences of the destruction of the bank They sinned against 
light, for it is evident that they recognised, to the fullest extent, 
the value and the indispensable necessity of this principle of 
centralization upon which I have remarked. Their whole 
course, in the early stages of that pernicious movement which 
has brought upon. us our present disasters, attests their ac- 
knowledgment of the necessity of the Federal control through a 
central power in banking. When General Jackson first resolved 
upon the downfall of the Bank, it was not to destroy the ma- 
chinery ofa national institution; it was only to build up another, 
as he believed, of a more efficient structure. His first messages 
reiterate, again and again, the necessity, the great utility and 
importance of a Nationa] Bank. ‘The war against the bank was 
a war of individual hate; its object was individual punishment. 
The pretext was an objeation to the form of organization only— 
a question of detail to be corrected in a new establishment. The 
Executive, at that time, so far from repelling the necessity of the 
principle of this Bank, engaged in the struggle to give that prin- 
ciple more scope and effect, And even afterwards, sir, when 
this strife between Leviathan and Behemoth ceased to be a con- 
tention of argument, and became one of passion, and when the 
victorious chief had-turned all his malice to its ¢irest account,’ 
and struck down his adversary, even then, sir, the principle was 
still avowed and promulgated that, without a central power, the 
currency could not be sustained. ‘That central power was at- 
tempted to be fashioned on a new model, but out of old mate. 
rials, Tt wasthe chief and most conspicuous design, in the 
celebrated experiment, to manufacture a great central or nation- 
al control over the currency, out of some thirty or forty State 
banks, which were to be affiliated by a Government contract, 
and clothed with al! the Federal powers heretofore conferred up- 
on the Bank of the United States. In fact, n was designed by 
this form of association to erecta Bank of the United States, 
with all the function of alliance and centralization of which the 
association was capable. And, sir, it was proclaimed to be 
capable of this function to as beneficial an extent as the Bank 
whose term wae just drawing toa close. ftis not my purpose, 
Mr. Chairman, to occupy the time of the committee with a dis- 
cussion of the value of this scheme of General Jackson and his 
cabinet, but E refer to it to show that, even up to the moment of 
the failure of the great experiment, embracing much the longer 
pertion of the existence of that Administration, the party jn the 
ascendant were as fully imbued as 1am at this moment with the 
conviction of the importance of this central banking power. 
which itis now, in certain quarters, the habit of some of ihe 
same party and ofthe same men to portray in so many shapes 
of abhorrence and diszust. 

Tuwas the daty of the President, before he entered upon the 
rash enterprise of pulling down the Bank of the United States, 
to be well assured that he could supply other machinery capa- 
ble of performing the functions and rendering the services which 
the destruction of that institutien might suspend. It was his 
boast that thisnew contrivance of the associated State banks 
would amply fill the space, and even more faithfully discharge 
the duties of the retiring Bank than that Bank itself had ever 
done. I need not recall the glowing promises ofsuccess which 
the Administration pourea forth with such lavish exultation 
upon the birch of their experiment; nor, sir, is it necessary 
to dwell for a moment upon the signal failure of that fa- 
mous abortion; the first are written in every line of official 
communication which the self-complacent spirit of the Presi- 
deat addressed, in a thousand forms, to the country, upon the 
auspicious event; the last has been baptized in the tears of the 
nation. Sir, I havea right, therefore, to charge the last Admi- 
nistration, and its present followers, with all the consequences 
-which have flowed from this misjudged and ill-fated measure. 

In following up the train of events that spraag from this 
movement of the cabinet of General Jackson, the next sten was; 
if possible, even more mischievous than the first. it will be 
geen, sir, in the course adopted in the employment of the State 
banks. One would have supposed, Mr. Chairman, that a 
statesman, entering upon so fearful and momentous an experi- 
ment asthat of 1833, would proceed at least warily and with 
some cautions reserve in the untried and perilous career before 
him; that he would reflect upon the novelty of his position, 
weigh its dangers, and, in shaping his course, rather incur the 
risk of being chid for too much discretion than taxed for his 
Far other than this was the characteristic of the ad- 
vance of the late President to the difficulties of the crisis. When 
the public moneys were removed into the keeping of the chosen 
banks, instead of admonitions of prudence in the use of the pub- 
lic funds, instead of restriction or constraint, the Administration 
made haste to order that these treasures should be scattered 
far and wide with a profuse indulgence. The depositories were 
enjoined to take care that no facility be denied to commerce, 
but that the meneyson deposite be distributed as broadly and 
as liberally as the public convenience, the demands of trade, 
might require. Instead, sir, of advising the banks that now, the 
great regulating and centrolling power being withdrawn, it be- 
came more urgently their duty to guard against that licentious 
issue which the uncurbed principle of competition must en- 


gender, they were exhorted and commanded to let loose. the 


fallest play of that rivalry, and drive their headlong course as 
swiftly as their appetite for gain might prompt. The Presi- 
dent, sir, was not left unadmonished of the inevitable end of this 
mistaken policy. Here, in this Itah, and in the Senate, he was 
told to what result this madness mnat impel the nation. From 
all quartersthesame prophetic warning was poured into his 
ear; and all thinking men, every where but in the Executive 
mansion, foresaw the certain disaster that awaited the expe- 
riment. : 

Sır, at this time another element concurred to tender the ex- 
periment more mischievous. The President’s veto had an- 
nounced to the nation the entire hopelessness of obtaining a re- 
newal of the charter ef the National Bank. Upon that subject 
he was peremptory and emphatic; and the States, being thus 
assured that the bank was to expire, were invited to increase 
their banking capital. At once, es by a common impuise, 
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every State in the Union set about-enlarging is means of Lank- 
ing.” The pretext was the necessity of supplying the vacuum 
of capital to’ be occasioned “by the extinction of the National 
Bank. Under this prex, nearly four hundred ‘banks arid one 
hundred and ten milliona of ¢apital were created between 1834 
and 1838, whilst at thesame time, thai bank whose extineiion 
furnished the plea for this increase was not withdrawn, ner was 
its activity in business even diminished; buton the contrary, 
fetlives and thrives in the full possession of its capital, and is 
ikely long to-live and thrive The activity imparted by these 
measures to the banking system of the country. soon began to 
be felt in Western speculations in the public lands, and it be- 
cainé apparent, atan early day, that the public treasure would 
be ‘greatly augmented threugh thia-channel. Sir, in view of 
such a reault, and with a learned forecast. of the disturbance 
the event was likely to produce, the wisest: man amongst the 
counsellors of this nation, the most effective and trusty of her 
statesmen, brought before Congress that great measure, the bill. 
for regulating the distribution of the public lands.. By a fata- 
lity which signalized the career of the late Administration, and 
invariably impelled it— whenever there was a choice between 
right an wrong mio the wrong path, the President thougit 
proper to put his veto on this measure, and thus convert the 
whole proceeds of the sale of the public domain, which pro- 
perly belonged to the capital of the nation, into the ordinary 
revenues of the Governmerit—eventually producing some forty 
millions of surplus, which, in its course of production, was 
fed by, and contributed to feed, the local banks, and to turn all 
the currents of ordinary commerce awry. Instead of restrain- 
ing the accumulation of revenue, which prudence would have 
suggested as essential under the new system.of deposite, the 
President took every step in his power to augment it, and to 
distribute it in the most unwholsome manner his opportunity 
allowed: it was accomplishing the worst possible purpose, in 
the worst possible way, and extracting the greatest amount of 
mischief out of the most mischievous thing he could devise, 1, 
therefore, again Jay itto the account of that Administration, as 
in part the cause of the present embarraesments, that it built 
up that disproportioned and ungoverned system of State bart- 
ing which has been found so injurious, aad nurtured that syr- 
tem by the unhealthy and unnatural stimulns.of excessive 
treasure unwisely accumulated inthe manner I have described. 
First, it was promulgated, alter Mr. Gouge, and almost in 
the terms of his book, that it was eseential the specie basis 
should be widened by excluding fromcirev'ation all benk notes 
under the denomination of one hundred doijars, or at leest of 
fifty. This notion was embodied in the ‘Treasury contracte 
with the banks, and finally in the ‘currency billef 1836; it was 
to be carried out by degrees, reginning with the exclusion of 
fives, then of tens, and so onward te the ultimate term. I will 
not stop, Mr. Chairman, to inquire into the policy cf this mea- 
sure. Ithas proved itselfto be impracticable, and is therefore 
merely nugatory; but I may say, ina word, that if the object 
in view were to renger the bank circulation more stable, by 
fortifying it with astrong deposite of the precious metals, it 
would seem to be, at least, a very doubtful mode of accompplish- 
ing that chiect, by compelling the community to abstract these 
metals from the banks as the only medium of payment under 
the amount to which paper, according to the scheme, wasto be 
confined. My purpose is, with this next, the great feature in 
this hard money feature. ` 
We were creating debtabroad. The activity of speculation, 
to which I havealready alluded, had enlarged the demand of 
the country for commodities of foreign production as well as of 
domestic. Prices- were On the “increase. “Such, in brief, 
sir, was the state of things ‘at home. A- prudent Go- 
vernment would have feared -a foreign debt, and taken 
some cautions against its increase. Not so, Mr. Chair- 
man, withours. It was proclaimed as the great ambition of 
the Presicent, his parameunt wisit, that the precious metals 
should be made toabound. New mints were provided fer. In 
the language of a conspicuous Senator, famous in the annals 
of this movement, it was prophesied that “gold was to swim 
up the Mississippi in a never-failing stream.” The agent of 
the deposite banks, as a certain semi-official functicnary [Reu- 
ben M. Whitney] was then called, had orders to communicate 
tothe whole circle of depositories within his charge, that it 
would be agreeable to the President to learn they concurred with 


-~ him in the propriety and importance of making large importa» 


tions of specie from abroad. The hint, sir, was not lost. It, was 
not the temper ofthe deposite banks to frustrate even the whim 
of the President in those days; and so they all set about the work 
of importation. In the meantime, the President himself turned 
importer of specie, and the indemnities were ordered home at 
great sacrifice, ingold. Individual merchants were prompted, 
through the same influences, te engage in the same operation. 
It is a little remarkable, in the change of times, that those who 
now quarrel with a State bank for purchasing cotton to pay 
a foreign debt, should then have seen no harm in forty banks or 
more turning merchants, and importing gold andsilvertocreate 
such a debt. The amount brought into the country from Eu- 
rope, in the year 1835-6, has heen estimated above forty mil- 
lions of dollars—more than thirty of which camefrom England, 
How much was imported from South America and other foreign 
countries we have no means of knowing; undoubtedly the 
amount was considerable. Sir, with the exception of the in- 
demnities, nearly the whole of this vast amount of coin was 
brought into this country at the expense of a debt to the same 
amount to the people from whom it was obtained. It swelled 
the already accumulating balance against us. Jt was brought 
here in forced counteraction of the laws of trade—againsi the 
principle which regulates supply aad demand—in absolute hos- 
tility to the inte:ests of our commerce. At the very time that 
it came here we should have been retrenching expenditure and 
lessening the foreign debt, instead of increasing it. Our cur- 
rency did not require this.aid. We had in the country even 
more specie than, in past times, had been found necessary to the 
safest condition of our paper issues, As the balance of trade, 
or the state of foreign indebtedness which would have re- 
quired remittances to England, was against us, so also, sir, as 
between the Atlantic States and the West, the balance was, in 
like manner, against the West, and the course of trade required 
remittances of specie from the ‘West'to the Atlantis. Jn fact, 
the whole tendency of exchanges, from the remotest western 
border, was eastward, even- until they croseed the orean. In 
this juncture, the Presiden: wus not only so absurd as to direct 
the Importation I have spoken of, but to goa step further, and, 
by the only means in ‘his power—rmeans which an accident 
had put at-his disposal, and which in a thousand years he might 
not have had again—to check and countervail the current of 
domestic exchange between the West and the East. This hẹ 
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accomplished by an act similar in character to the. importation 
nf eoin from abroad—it was done by the instrumentality of. ch 
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lately suffered—the Executive will has outweighed and de- 


8p 


ed the legislative judgment; and by that will alone, defying 


atiother authority in this land, havé these measures been-en-. 


forced. ; 
Well, sir, the day of reckouing came. As money poured inte 


this country from abroad, it increased our banking. basis, and: 


iherefore increased also the paper circulation. ‘The abundance 
of money raise! prices to a corresponding height. Forty mil- 
1 ons added to our specie circulation could not de otherw-s¢ than 
aug mentour prices. lf ourtrade were confined to a domestic 
cisle, if we had no concerns with foreign nations, such an in- 
crease Of price, being gradual, would. cause. no very signal. dis- 
tress. But we havea great Southern staple, which seeks:its 
chief market in a nation from which we import large amounts 
of goods, and which gouds, being generally ordered in advance 
of the export, ave designed to be paid for with funds arising from 
that export, As nearly as it'may be counted on, our importa- 
tion from Englandis graduated by the expected value.of the cot- 
tonexport. By the operation of our mney system, the cotton 
had risen to is highest price. The factors.of the Atlantic had 
purchased the erup at these high prices before it was gathered; 
_ even, in some instantes, as L have understood, before it was 
grown, It was paid for chiefly, I presume, by a small advance 
in money, aml in notes at long dates. The. planter had used 
these funda in purchzses of land and negroes, at correspondingly 
high prices, and had stipulated to pay, as his factor was to pay 


him, pardy in money and partly in notes; and so the series of en- ` 


gagemenis went onward into other classes of society. 

fn England, sir, the very reverse operation Was now about to 
take place, ‘That country had become disturbed with our ap- 
prent posperity. The fame of richinvestments in America 
and heavy rates of interest, and of the harvest of speculation in 
ear public lands, had lured hither large amounts of British capi- 
tal, a greatdeal of which also came in the precious metals. This 
drain of funds from England began to produce alarm, assoon as 
it was seen that our Government had interposed itself to pre. 
vent the adjustment of the mercantile balance. | Appreheastons 
were even expressed there that the Bank of En, 
driven, by these demands upon the ‘national cain, to, another 
suspension of cash payments.. It was a measure- the part of 
that bank and of the English. nation, not only of retaliation, but 
ofabsolute self-protec ion, to bring values to the standard of ihe 
actual state of her currency, that currency reduced to its proper 
relation with the precious metals.. In other words, whilst prices 
iu the United States were rising to the standard of our large pa- 
per issue, they. were falling in England to the standard indicated 
by the state of her diminished coin.. To accomplish this reduc- 
tion in England, the bank raised the rate of discount one per 
cent. ia June and July, 1336, and thus produced that curtail- 
rnent which immediately brought down the pricesto the desired 
raie. The effect of the operation was to throw a loss upon the 
shippers of American cotton of sonie five or, even perhaps, 
eight cens a pound. The factor in New Orleans was the first 
to be struck down, and after him, in rapid succession, all hia de- 
pondencies onward to the planter, the land speculator, anel the 
thousand others standing in this connection, came to the ground 
with a general crash. The importing merchant was now made 
aware.that. where he looked for foreign credits there. were none 
to behad. ‘The cotton crop, instead of producing eighty , ml- 
lions in England, did not produce over fifty, and all who had 
eounted on this source for foreign funds were, of course, disap- 
pointed. The embarrassments of the importer turned him back 
to the country dealer for funds; the rise of exchange co : pelled 
him to seek coin for remittance, and, at every step in his search 
for coin, he was met by the Government, a busy intermeddier, 
shutting up the avenues of trade and obstructing the only chan- 
nels ai relief, f 

The Government had for some time been crying out against 
the banks as the. sources of these approaching evils, and the 
people, especially the more uninformed part of them, looking 
enly at the confusion which they saw in the currency, joined in 
the ery against the banks, and commenced that run upon them 
which, in the end, resulted—as every body, except the Execu- 
tive, had foreseen this whole movement must have resulted—in 
the suspension of specie payments. P 

That suspension, Ithink I have shown, Mr. Chairman, ori- 
ginated in the pernicious measures of the Administration. 
was brought about by the unskilful and unwise policy of m- 
porting the precious metals at a time when the interesis and 
demands of trade set in an opposite direction.” Tt mere imme- 
Gately came frony. the extravagant speculations of a class of 
persons not connectéd with the regular operations of trade and 
commerce. Tn. such a convulsion, the prudent and the wise 
suffer their share of affliction as wellas the thrifttess and the 
unwary. Wealth, industry, and circumspection are no safe- 
guards against such a.calamity, when the calamity hag once 
found footing in the nation... Fdo not believe, sir, that, in the 
ordinary channels of regular commerce, there has been any 
over-trading or over banking; I have seen no evidence-to in- 
duce such a conclusion. On the contrary, our merchants and 
our mercautile banks have conducted themselves through. the 
difficulties of this alarmin, 
and wisdom, worthy of alf praise. Theattempt of the present 
Executive to throw the blame of these disasters upon the mey- 
chants isan act of such gross. injustice and wickedness as:to, en- 
title it tothescorn of all honorable men. ~ It is a baseveffort te 


screen the authors of our calamities from that indignant cen 


sure which their inisdeeds:have long deserved. . The admirable 
patience, fortitude, and fidelity, with. Which the merchants-of 


the United Rates addressed themselyes in these laig 
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‘not only won for ther: the applause .of their..counuyme 


‘ey to which the nation is indebted for ail it has suffered 


plea that it had failed to perform this function of regu: 
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vedit-and- goed faith, ave 4 
but. >] 
have drawn forth.the epentaneous and chéerfultribute ofpane- 
gyric from all ‘nations with whom they. bold intercourse. Is 
has. been uitered.in' the British Rarliament fiom the-lips of im- 
partial. statesmen, in-danguage,whiebhas. found: a: Yesponse .- 
throughout that. kingdom; andit-will notbe forgotten here, siri 
as long as America shall take pridein the: integrity and:honora: 
ble bearing of that intelligent and patriotic class of her: citizens. 
The charge was made in a'spirit whieh does no honor to its:au- 
thor, and. will be.ever regarded as.the subterfuge. ofa baffled. 
politician, seeking to find... scapeguat for‘his own ‘offences, 


the task of sustaining the ‘national: 


“and selecting. that -body : for his -purpose..whese numbers 
may. bè -supposed to . render. them: the least-availabie..of 3! 


all others in. the State, in the: clectioneering contests” for > 
power.. The truth is, sir, that the Jate: Administration’ and 
tts successor have. waged a wat -against the banks and 
the merchants; which has. resulted. net. only in their own. 
overthrow, but in deep. and-lasting injury to -the. greatest* 
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interests in. the nation, without produciag a modicum of | 


good, unless it he in the lesson ithas taught us to avoid such 
follies in time to come. Ik has of late become the fashion to deny > 
these hostile sentiments of the Administration against the banks. 
Tam giad tosee it, sir; itis, an indication of an appreaching 
change of policy; itis a sign: of contrition for past’ offences. 
It is nevertheless true that such a war hasbeen waged, and-that 
a bitter hostility has been evinced by the Executive: #gainat 
these institutions, and even now, sir, is secretly felt, although 
not openly avowed. Gentiemen-on this floor have asked for. 
the proof of this hostility. . To say nothing of that Trojan war 
between the Bank and the late Administration, with all. its artil- 
lery of denunciation, they may find the proofs in the common 
cant of the day against what is termed. monopoly; in the inces- 
sant assaults Which of late years have been direcied against.ali 
corporate bodies and chartered rights, and in the detates of 
every State Legislature where the Administration party have 
had `a vice, They may fiud the proofs in the daily diatribes 
of the Globe and of the thousand slave presses whose feculent 
sheets are employed to scatter far and wide this Globe . poison. 
‘They may discover evidences ofitin the proceedings ‘of the 
Pennsyivania Convention. Bir, it: was predicted, foredcomed 
and instigated ia the famous Jetters of Dallas and Ingersoll; it 
was not less conspicuously. exhibited in the letter of last July, 
from the Hermitage, on the occasion of the suspension; we 
had sonie inklings of it even in that abortive farce of a revolu- 
tion atten pted in Maryland; and, latest of all, sir, we have seen 
evidences of it hereon ‘this flocr, on a very recent Gecasion, in 
the almost frenzied gesticulation with which a gentleman con- 
spicuous in the ranks of the Administration {Mr. Rugrr] de- 
nounced wo to all those who deal in banks or sustain their 
cause-—wo, to com in threatened popular vengeance, even. to 
the downpulling of the public edifices, the overthrow. of social © 
order, and the peril of the. dumestic hearth. These; sir, are 
some of the proofs of that war of. the Administration aginst 
the banks; let gentlemer point me to any evidence of hostility 
from the, banks against the Government, of which so much has 
been saidin this debate. 

Mr. Chairman;I have presented to the committee what I con- 
ceive to be the leading events in that tram of Government. poli- 
Twill 
beg to say a few words upon the nature of the remedy which, 
in my judgment, this retrospect suggests asthe onty one appro- 
priate to the case. : 

In the first place I wish to see a solid and. permanent resump- 
tion of specie payments as speedily as that can be accomplish- 
ed; and I am fully convinced that this bill would not.only re- 
tard the resumption, but render its continuance even a matter 
of uncertainty. 

Inthe next place, I wish to see the creation of a National 
Bank-—believing that to be the only possible device or instru- 
ment by which we may hope to establish and maintain a goed 
currency in the country. Sir, Lam persuaded that the greater 
part of the people of the United States now entertain this ecn- 
viction, and that, day by day,as we grow older in experience, 
that conviction will beextended. Nothing can be more artifi- 
cial than the public sentiment which has been conjured up 
against such an instiiiion. That sentiment was fabricated here, 
at Washington, and circulated under the auspices and by the 
force of party dictation, without even the semblance of censul- 
tation with the people. — Eeannot for a moment doubt that, if 
the deliberate cpinion of the country upon this question were 
polled, after every man had made.himseif acquainted with the 
real nature and value of the proposition, nine-tenths would give — 
their suffrage in favor ofa National Bank. Ispeak not, sir, of 
the late Bank of the United S:ates—aithough T know rothing to 
the disparagement of that. institution—but of such a bank as 
may be matured by the wisdom. of Congress, guarded by such 
provisions as past experience may have demonstrated to bene- 
cessary,and clothed with all the powers requisite tothe dise 
charge of that great national function which I have attempted in 
the course of my remarksto explain Such a bank, sir. I re- 
peat, would meet, if I do not greatly mistake the judgment of 
vur day, the approbation of by far the larger portion of the citi- 
zens.of the Union. There are many, sit, I know, who enter- 
tain constitutional scruples on this question. They belong to 
a hopeless race of men, who must live out their their day, and 
leave the settlement of their doubts to another generation. 
willnot argue with them. To-the gentlemen from Vi 
especially. I say, that will not consent to moot constita 
points with theni; it is encouraging them in a vicious habit, 
which has already sufficientiy retarded the growth and power 
of that venerable mother of States. _ Let Virginia give rp. her 
dialectics, renounce her spirit. of dissertation and debate. and 
betake herself to commerce and manvfactures; letherdo this 
and thrive: let her still neglect it, and it may. be ter faie—(here 
Mr. Wiss added. “io die of an abstraction’ )—I adopt the gañ- 
tleman’s expression, though I hope a better destiny. awaits her 
-—“to die of anabstiaction.”’ 

Sir, the efficacy of a bank in the regulation of the currency 
has been conceded. on all sides. Fhe late Administiation, in 
all its zeal to destroy, was obliged .to concede it. . The history 
of the war. against that bank is full of acknowledgment of its 
usefulness to tbe currency.» When General Jackson first: aa- 
sailed it, he endeavored to sustain his eppositicnto it on the 

in 
the currency to the satisfaction of the conatry. He was tignal 
ly defeated inthis- position by his own friends. The charge 
was referred tothe investigation of both Houses of Congress, 
Tu both, commitiees were raised of the ablest men in-the nation; 
sirong, devoted: friends -of -the - President; their: reporis:-are 
amongst your records; they give-the most explicit and urqua«- 


. kings co mount guard over him: 


Ever since that.time, the: ground-of atack has heenttharige: 
‘and. now, instead oF ai f 
-perform:the: 


‘hhed-contradiction-of the- President’, 
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and: yet theig be porta wos fujtand.conclusive.dithe question: 


ming the. incdm petency 0: ‘a:.banls 
dutiesassigned: toit with advantage uy the nar 
the whole- stock of party: -¥ituperation; and alls he oratart 
pruriency: of party deciamers, are: exhausted in painting: die: 
dangeriaf:such-ai jnsitution to: publiclibertyyandig afat 


summonings of the terrors:of the Money power: 


It is odd enough, Mr. Chairman, to “hear thèse appeals tothe: 


frighted: inaginauion of the-country against this: phantom of” 
the money power, urged; if not: by-the gentleman -Aimeelf at 
least by the frendi and tondbutora ofthe .gentieman froni New: 

York; (Mr. CanrerELenc,}J who has lavished such encomioma” 


upean- the -n-w free banking of his own: State; that system:cr. © 
banking which is net tosupersede the old, but whieh is to vein... 


force it with addiuonal-meaos—a cumulative, auxiliary system 
of banking without stint or-limit-—. z : eae 
$ t Giving xs sum of more. - ae 
To that which - had too much, o ooo a 2 n 
and intended to increase the money power of New York far. 


‘beyond the utmost. limit heretofore. assigned to. a Nationap:= 


Bank. ` i Lat, à 
What ie this formidable money. power that has so disturbed.: 
the fancies of gentlemen here, and the equanimity ‘ofthe nass: 
tion? Our Jaws recognise no disiinetions of renk or class | 
amengstour citizens. We havesecure/ the rights of property 
as caydinal in our social constitution. vis well appoimted that 
labor, diligence, and skill, shall have their reward, and that re 
ward. be preserved inviolate from aggression, _ Under, this pro--+ 
tection, this whole nation of workiag people hes grown up Into: 
a marvellous: power of combined wealth, intelligence, and conas 
fort, usexampled. kis ofthe nature of weaath,to attain social. 
power and influence; iti ste 
it should do so; but every one must-remark how. smail isits-ten. 
dency, how inadequateits efforts to obtain political power. The + 
jealousy of wealth, the watehfulness of its 
common suspicions. entertained against it 
popular proscription of its hopes for politcal: j 
even strip it of.the-influence to Which jt is justly -endine 
“Whoso,? saysa nervous English writer, “has experiencesis, 
sovereign (to the lengtirof sixpence) overthe whole world. He: 
commands cooks to feed him, phitosophers:to- teach hiie and 
othe Jength of sixpence: 
This, sir, jaan epitome-of the money power.  Tt-acevmnulates.- 
social comfort and ‘secial streng:h; it makes mien, and states. 
more happy, prosperous, and imovegnable frora withcut, - 
Would you seek the external manifestation of that power, you 
shall see it, sir, in the subdued wilderness of ourjronder; In our 
great rivers, cleit by whe keels of a thousand steamboats; in 
our plains and valleys, as they yield thoir.tribute to the. labor, 
ofhtsbandry. You shall witness it in the smoking forges of 
the West, and in the swift shuttles of the: East; in the -cities,:.- 


Imost amount to 


churches; hospitals, colleges; and schools.. Youshal} note.itin 
the quietaud substantial homestcads.of our people, and in the- 


happy faces that gather around those firesides, suchas the like. 


may nowhere else be found: You shall hear iti ‘theccarol.of - 
the ploughman ashe traces: his farrow; andinttie blithe song: 
of the sailor boy at the ‘masthead, when he pliesbis voyage to: 
the remote ‘shores of Europe ‘or ‘Asia; in the heavycreaking 
wagon,:the flying steam- can and the rattling. stage"-coachpin:: 
short, sir, you may-hearand seé it in all the avenues’ where: 
trade and industry ply their profitsble. thrift. It is the secret, 
the miracle of the might of this Anglo-American man, What is 
thereto dread in it? a 
Mr. Chairman, I turn from these considerations to.a review 
ofthe bill before us: The friends of this measure affect to be: 
heve that our long-established system: of -banking was princis 


pally objectionable from the instability of the currency whick 


i: créated, and frontits powerof producing panic and pressure 
upon the country; they declare Uiemselves unwilling. to entrust 
the public treasure to the keeping of any snch agency, ‘holding 
it to be insecure; and they present us this billas the corrective of 
each of these defects... They speak, sit, of the patronageand 
influence of the banking system with ‘disinterested horror, atid 


boast that, by thisnew contrivance ofa Bub-Treasury, they clip: 


the wings af patronage, and reduce it ‘toinsignificance. ` Let us 
examine this biil to ascertain how fur itrealizes these promises 
F chink dt may. be assumed, from the fact of this question be~ 
ing pressed upon the House after the repeal of the ‘Treasury 
‘circular, that it is the purpose of the Administration to revive 
‘that circutar with even a broader scape than it had before.” Tn- 
deed, siz, this bill iteelf provides for a gradual substituo af: 
gold-andsilver for paper in the payment of all public. cebts; 
and designs ultimately to reject ail paper. [take it for granted,’ 
notwithstanding this specie clause was struck. out óf the Senate: 
Dill, it is not to be struck ouvhere, andthat weare eventually to 
have the policy of the specie circular renewer and exrendeds -: 


toan 


Sec 


avaluable feature in our system that.” 


assumptions, then: 


towns, and villages, which adorn and. enliven the Jand; in our... 


~ lation of that city ig usually, 


. apecie from abroad, or to become sipplicants f 


* Paitadetphia, B- 


“pon the banks of the cuuntry, and t6 Keep: thei stinted in their 
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üppiy of the precious metals, 
aorthis draia.upon ‘their money rescues: The city of 
New York, sir, coliccts about ten millions of th 3 his 
umount, according to the system, is to be entrusted to the hands 
of one man. It is not at all impossible to administer this prò- 
“posed law in such @ manner as to collect the whole ten millions 
‘dn apecie, and retaig that sum in the city of New York. "The 
amount of gold and silver employed to sustain the bank circu- 
f believe, but little abeve three 
millions. ~That coin would be drawn into the hands of the re- 
ceiver; leaving the banks either under a compulsion to import 
y ‘its restoration 
by the Government. The eleventh and twelfth sections of the 
bill give the Secretary power to wansfer these’ funds from ‘any 
one point to any other, at his own discretion. In the execution 
of this power he may, in a day, drain the sity of New York or 
sion or Baltimore, of the Government depasite 
of specie; or equally, ‘at his pleasure, accumulate.the whole at 
eitherof these points, producing scarcity or abundance, exactly 
as it may gratify his purpose of reward or punishment, his 
political favotitism or displeasure. © g i 
The'Government has now, sir, some five millions to pay in 
Piorida. Suppose the same obligation in existence ‘with this 
bill the law of the land. The five “millions would be drawn in 


in apprehen- 


warrants payable in New York, These warrants would be 


-gént to the South just as exchange was valuable on the North; 
arid every warrant would bea bill of exchange, saleable at a 
premium. The Government is thus converted nto an exchange 
merchant, making its profit according tu chs rates of the day, 
Even when there fs nothing to be paid for public disbursements 
in the South, still may the Secretary, un.e this bill, draw his 
warrants on. Northern funds, and throw them into the Southern 
market, to take advantage of these operations of exchange. 
Every one must see, Str, Chairman, thatthe powers conferred 
Ly this bill, and the absolute control of the disposition of the Go- 
vernment revenues, are neither more nov less than the. ma- 
chinery which shall constitute the Executive a great national 
banking. power, with faculty to furnish circulation and deal in 
exchange, to the full amount of the fund at itsdisposal. Jt isan 
easy step, sir, to get the privilege, on any casual pretext, of 
issuing, as we have lately done, Treasury notes to some large 


_ extent, and you have, in the result, the banking power carried 
* out to its utmost scope. i 


whole ¢ 


- Is there no fleld here for party favor? What shall he the rates 
ofexchange? Shall not the Government seh nuin, par to one 
man, at par to another, and above it toa third? Wie shall pre- 
vent 2, We may easily imagine the inducements which inight 
persuade a Government agent to gratify a political friend, or 
disappoint a political adversary in these dealings. Yes, sir, and 
we thay imagine, two, the motives that may arise to punish a 

ity obnoxious to Executive displeasure, by removing the 
ei) -siles or withholding exchange, and to rewars another more 


-eomplaigant in its feelmgs and respect for the higher powers. 


' ‘The engivery is here which may: serve this turn to any extent. 
` 'Phis power of transfer contàinediin the 11th and‘ 12th’ séctions 


of the bill, j3 an admirable machine to produce obedience and 
submission; and 1 wilt uidertake to prophesy that if this bill be 
passed, the Government will have no cause to Complain of the 
refractory demeanor of the fiscal agent at Portsmouth. “Iam 
still, sir, s0 nurefurmed hy modern schooling, as to think that, 
in the concerns which relate to trade and currency, tt is much 
safer to confide in the integrity, the habits of husinesa, the intek 
ligenes and interests ofa board cf merchant directors, than in- 
cur the hazard of the selfish and ubsequions spirit, the alien rem- 
per and unskilfulness ofa mere political functions 


Mr. Chairman, ifthe revenue ig notto be collected in gold and: 


silver, but, adopting the policy of the new Treasury order, it is 
to bé received in bank paper, the power conferred by this bill 
is still more mischievous, Supposo, sin the fen millions of 
New York tobe véceived ia the notes of specie-paying banks, 
what will be the result?) You will have a Government agent 


«fy that. city continually clothed with the power of Visiting the 


: tailment of discountand p 


z: banks, according to the caprice of Government dictation, with 


the demand ‘for coin; one hundred thousand doljars exacted 
to-day from ‘one bank, another hundred te-morrow from anos 
ther; indulgence and forbearance extended to one and daniel 
toanother. The price of this favor we may be at no loss to 
vonjectnte—ovedience, implicit obedience to the pleasure of the 
Executive. What would be the effect of such demands? Why, 
sir, immediate action on the whole circle of customers of the 
Dank. A sudden call for a latgé amount of coin requires eur- 
ssure upon the debtors of the bank. 
Can you conceive, sit, amore potent erigine of panie and con- 
mercial distress than this power of demanding coin? And yet, 
sir, it is notonly conferred by this biti, Dut it Is essential to the 
more 


fam, is the collection In comm, 
conversion of the deposites into coin. 2 

The power of combiiing againsta bank to “draw its. specie, 
even in ordinary circumstances, is one which excites alarm 
The difficulty of such combination, as well as the di 
tion of the public to abstract the coin, is the great protection of 
the banks. ` But here, sir, we have ready made tò our band an 
agent, with all this power of combination in his single self and 


< inita worst shape; an agent, too, holding no interest in com- 


mon with ‘the community—unsy mpaibizing, cold-blooded, and 
heartless as regarils their warts or wishes—whort it is his pre 
rog itive and office to disturb und distress as often as his own 
or his master’s fancy shall impel him. ‘Eput no trust in such 
fanciionarics. Ido noteven, sir, like the name which this bill 

ives them— hese Yeceivers general. T remember an anec- 

wie of Voltaire which somewhat prejudices me against: the 
tribe. JA circle of the friends of the philosepher were passing a. 
winter evening at Ferney. Ic was propased to beguile the tinye 
by telling robber Every body had juvented his tale; 
:Rosseay had cold one of thritting horror. When Voltaire was 
called'on, ‘He begt vows! “There was once upon a ime 
a receiver zen nyiiriends, I have forgotten the rest.” I 
ayas ubanimousiy votei that this was the greatest robber-stery 
ofall. >I fear sin the: iver ta : 

~q thbir, Me. Ci 
that this Sab-Trews! 
plishment of any proini 
(weaken ahd remier me 
ihat ievot rather fiu 


ny ions to 
ï entirely fail in the accor 
Which its friends he}d out thatit witt 
jabstable the currency of the banks; 
bh nisado and occas 


+ pressure, than remove -(hem; that lis patronage and influence 


me infinitely more formidable than those of the-Bank} aad-that 


ite pledge of greater security to the public treasure fs altogether 


à for panie and 


- iHusory; that, in short, it proposes anew ay 
‘the public moneys; čl nd awkward in i 
Convenient eemmerce of the country, dangerous: 
yoWer's it confers upon the Executive, and most mischievously 
‘hostilé to the safety and usefulness of our banking system. 
"Fy addition, sir, to these objections, which are suggested by the 
views the friends ofthe bill have- taken of its character, and upon 
which I have forboriie.to dwell with more than a passing notice, 
Ihave a still deeper aversion to it, founded on the general prin- 
ciples, in regard to the currency, which it was my. principal ob- 
ject to illustrate in this speech: It faiis to erect, in any sale or 
useful form, that central power of. federal control which T think 
essential to a permanent, and sound currency; it also furnishes 
an artificial necessity fur occasional Government influence or 
‘direction inthe importation of the precious metals—an influence 
altoge her pernicious it its character. For these reasons, sir, I 
utterly abhor and reject this bill. = 


Biddle. 


Facer nomen 
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. SPEECH OF MR. BIDDLE, 

: Or. PENNSYLVANIA, 

In the House of- Representatives, May 15, 1838--On the 
è Treasury note bill. 
The House having again resolved itself into Committee of tae 
Whole on the state of the Union, on the “bill to carry into effect 
‘an act approved on the t2:h day of October, 1837, to authorize 
the issuing of ‘Treasury notes” — 
- Me, BIDDLE said that, in looking back upon his brief career 
in public life, he was struck wiih one salutary change which 
hadbéen wrought upon the dominant party by the recent indi- 
cationsof the popular will. ‘There was no longer a reckless 
feeling of security in power-and place. We were not now prè- 
sented, as at the special session, witha bill from the Senate for 
raising money by the issue of Treasury notes,” The claims of 
propriety, ifnot ofstrict constitutional right; which demanded 
thata measure of this character should origin»te with those di- 
rectly: and promptly responsible to the people, seemed to be: 
treated with, at least, ashow of respect. 
Mr. B. was opposed to the bill now, as he had been at the spe 
cia! sessiari, and the reasons which influenced bim then had on- 
ly gained strength from subsequent reflection and interchange of 
sentiment with his constituerts. There was no wish to wih- 
hold the necessary supplies. The disposition throughout me 
House was to act with liberality. The question before us was 
as to a choice between diferent methods of putting the Adimiuis- 
tration in funds; and Mr. B. for une, woule not be cajoled or 
driven from a preference for the plain, direct, and open plelge 
of the public credit in the shape of alo No one denied 
in this wry the most advantageous lerma could be proc 
No one denied that, while the issue of Treasury notes is most 
seductive and dangerous as a precedent, it mvolves great pecu- 
niary. loss t0 the public, as well as gross injustice to its creditors, 
L. © His great objection to the bill, Mr. B. said, as urged at the 

sp cial session, was one that, by repeated handing, had lost alt 
freshness; yetthat very handling had established its consistence 
and'solidity.” Here" was a plan to run the people iuto debt by 
stealth, to prevent their realizing the fact that this Administra- 
tion-was raising money by a mortgage of every inch of soil, and. 
ofthe whole industry of the country, Halfa century. ago, the: 
first Secretary of the Treasury said: - g Rd 
“The emitting of paper money by the authority of Govern- 
ment is wisely probibited to the individual States, by the Na- 
tional Constitution, and the spirit of that proinbitioù ought not 
to be disregarded by the Government of the United Statea. 
Though paper emissions. under a general authority, mighthave 
some aivantages not applicable, and be free from some disad- 
vantages which are applicable, to the like emissions by the 
States separately: yet they are of a nalure so liable to abuse, 
and, it may even be affirmed, so certain of being abused, that 
the wisdom of Government will be shown in never trusting 
itself with the use of so seducing and dangerous an expe- 
deat.” “The stamping of paper isan operation so much easier 
than the laying of taxes, that a Government in the practice of. 

aper emissions would rarely fail, in any such emergency, to 
Indulge itself (oo far in the employment of that resource, to 
avoi:tas much as possible one less auspicious to present popu- 
larity.” y S z y i 

Lore, sir, is the secret of the tenacity with which this scheme 
ig clung to, It is more “auspicious to present popularity”: 
than to exercise the express constitutional power to “borrow, 
money.” That would be too direct and in:elligible, That 
would arouse the people. in to: ‘demand re- 


It may be remembered that, 
ventured to call the attention of the 


ae , surance that 
the Sommiites of Ways and Means had introduced a bill, or 
male a report, which would ‘tender further discussion super: 
fidus. -Thave never beer able to find any such bil or-re: 
port. T propose now te advert briefly te the Secretary's com- 


SSIONAL GLOBE, 


` day, obtain. good money? Na, sir! 


Government should become depreciated. 


“recelve specie, she adds: 
dhe same tine proposed 
Qer. the existing cir- 
grsury,: to demand or 


accept go 


- Mr. Chairman; 
of thei 


ri Twould ask, how. many: members are aware 
j ing been thus Classified .by -the..Secretary?.. H. the 
p aph jüst quoted had formed part gf the letter to the.clerk 


.. containing the offer, Would. any geneman ‘haye ventured to 


‘accept the specie? “The Secretary anticipates that a portion of 
the House will decline to receive it, “under. the existing circum- 
stances of-the.cage and. of the Treasury.” Called together to 
redress an evil which had fallén upon the whole country, they 
“ight not deem it proper,” at the very first step, tò exempt 
themselvés from its pressure, and to. create, in truth, a pecuni- 
ary interest adverse to the rectification of the currency.. The 
termsof Mr. Woodbury’s lewer imply, at least, a compliment 
to those who pursued thie latter course. - The, effect, then, of 
the offér would only be to yield'an undue advantage to- the un- 
scrupulous. It is far from my purpose foinquire into, or criti- 
cise, the course which any gentleman has thought proper te 
pursue; I désire, merely, to show. that the power which this 
state of things confers is. liable to the greatest abuse, and that it 
has already been the means of placing on regord a sort of cen- 
sure upon such members of the House as closed with the Secre- 
tars own propositivo. 

The compensation of the judgesis.a matter around which the 
Codstitution has thrown a solemn guaranty, with a view to 
guard their purity and independence. . Let us note the contin- 
gencies which influence it under the Secretary’s power of dis- 
criinination; io : 

“Weve judges and other officers of courts resided near land 
offices, in which there was an ample supply of coin, or near 
collectors, and a request wos sade for drafts on them rather 
than an banks, they have often been given and paid in specie.” 
Thus, the salary ofa judge was made to vary, to an amount 
of more than 10 per cent.. at that time, by the accident. of his 
“residing near” aland office or collector and by his urging a 
request upon the Executive to be allowed such a preferetice 
over his brethren, Who c&n conceive ofa Chief Justice Mar- 
shall waiung in the antechamber ôf a, Secceiary until. his turn 
might come.to be admitted on such a begg: uly “errand? What 
class of judges would be most likely to hunt up information as 
tothe ways of the Treasury, and striveto, turn that knowledge 
to account by nexotiation and importunity? g 

Speaking of those by whom 20specie had been received, the 
Secretary says: g 

“They have, when inquiring, been informed that the Depart- 
ment did not request them to accept any other medium of pay- 
ment anless more satisfactory than to wait till sufficient specie 
could be collected or be provided by Congress for ail public 
crediters and officers demanding it. They have been assured, 
also, that the Department would sparé no proper effort to have 
this accomplished .at the earliest day practicable.” . 

What mockery.is here! Take the case of the laborers in your 
service—the men, forexample, whom we have seen, day after 
day, tolling at these grounds to “bring them into shape, to pre» 
pare a luxurious carpet of verdure for our eyes te repose upon, 
to spreadover our heads the foliage of every climate: what 
mockery is itto tell them, on Saturday night, that they are not 
_obliged to take the shinplasters tendered to. them, but that they 
have the.alternativeof starving! Are these the men likely to 
make their way to the presence of the Secretary in order toin- 
quire why they dre. thus paid,. or to. profit by the information 
that although they And their: families may -perish for want of 
food, yet their executors or adminisirators may, atscme future 
"he Claimant who gains in 
this scramble is the man of personal or political lntluence, who 
comes on here and requires from his Senator, or member of the 
House, an introduction to the Secretary, imcrder that he may 
Negotiate under. imposing circumstances. And where is the 
fulfilment of Mr. Wooebury’s pledge that this infurions in- 
equality should. so far as depended on him, cease at the earliest 
pussitle day? Do wefindit in this scheme te cuntinue and per- 
petuate a system which shall multiply ihe materiais. for dis- 
crimination, and give a wider scope tor favaritism of caprice? 

It is said, however, by an honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Ruerr) that in abandoning. Treasury noies we 
place the Government at the mercy ofthe moneyed class. Sir, 
when we look at the facts—when we look at the causes which 
have led to the depreciation of Treasury notes, even those 
bearing an interest ofsix per cent. ibis difficult te conceive a 
proposition more widiy erroneous, Why is it that, whilst 
others are borrowing at three per cent, this Government is 
burdening the peopje with the payment of siy, and even then 
cannot keep its obligations at par? The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means, (Mr. CAMBRELENG, ] et the special 
session, indulged in thie confident language: 

“Mr, CaMexzuenc said he did not wish this Government to 
issue Treasury notes'of any description, in any form whatever, 
liable to depreciation.” There was already an outery through- 
out the country against depreciated paper. AVe had too much 
‘of it now; and the evil would be augmented if the credit of the 
> He was anxious to 
guard against that event., For this reason, amongst others, he 
had come to the conclusion that it was better, taking all inte: 
resis into consideration, to adopt the issue of Treasury notes 


- bearing a moderate rate of interest.” 


‘Adverting to the doubtexpressed, whether these notes would 
find their way to a foreign market, Mr. C. exclaims: 

“Sir, what we have seen within afew montas past? Have not 
not seen the twelve. months’ bonds ofthe United Sales Bank re- 
mitreed io London and sold there? Nay, have we not even seen 
the bonds ofthe Morris Canal Company—an institution, by: the 
way; not of the most unquestionable: credit—have wenor a 
even the bonds of that company remitted and suld abroad? 
gir, gentleman tell us that five per cent. Trearury notes, 
by the Government of the United States, cannot be remitted i0 


- discharge any portion of our foreign debt.” 


Now, sir, have his predictions been verified? Can he deny 
that the result has demonstrated their fallacy? Api why is i 
that the Bank of the United States and ether tustitutions have 
‘be r than the Ge 


éen able to raise money at a raje so much low 
yernment? Assuredly noton account of their 

credit of this nation, k de up of the value 
property, the pro, ness of avery Man's. indusuy, aul ihe 
hish Mora ope which w. Halwàys render the whole available 
to mest, in. good faith, thé public engagements., Does not every 
one see, then, that the actual pecuniary loss, as weil as the re- 
proach’ which i ceems mos. unjustly to cast upon cur ered}: 
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must be- attributed to the miserable skulking manner in which 
the pledge of the public faith hasbeen munaged? Instead of an 
open and direct offerto borrow, which shali attract the atten- 


tion of capitalists, and inaure the widest range of competition, 


these notes are issued in dribs to the public creditors, and their 
price, as they straggle into market, is fixed by the shavers’ into 
whose hands they unavoidably fall. They are bought up, leas 
with reference to the interest ultimately payable on them, than 
on account oftheir receivability in payments to the public, and 
with a view to profit by the daily fluctuation of the demand, as 
a greater or less amount of dues to the Government chance to 
become payable. And yet, sir, when we seek to resce the Go- 
vernment as well as its creditors out of the hands of this worst 
and narrowest class of money-dealers—when we entreat that the 
credit of this great Republic may be used in a mode which shall 


not only be most productive, but in some measurecomport with | 


the national dignity—a cry is ratsed that we are all ina plot to 
bring the Government into disrepute! : 

Mr, Chairman, there is an argument which, with this Admi- 
nistration at least, ought not to be destitute of weight. Ina letter, 
dated Hermitage, 23d July, 1837, addressed to the editor of the 
Globe, General Jackson says. 

“ft hope no Treasury notes will be issued. The Treasury 
arafis upon actual deposites are constitutional, and de not 
partake of paper credits as Treasury notes, which are subject 
tu depreciation by the merchants and banks, and. shavers and 
brokers, and will be, if issued, and the Government cannot 
avoid it” , i 

Bir, who has proved himself the more sagacious and far- 
sighted of the two, General Jackson or Mr. Cambreleng? [had 
the curiosity to’ stop,on my way to the House, to inquire at a 
broker’s office the difference between Treasury notes and specie. 
The answer was, that tue notes bearing six percent, interest 
were ata discount of two per cent. and those bearing one mill 
interest ata discount of three per cent: The difference has been, 
tomy knowledge, much greater, and may be so again, when the 
demand for their employment in payments to the public shall 
slacken. And, sir, eves when you sae them quoted at par, it is 
the broker who profits by this precarious rise, not the individual 
to whom you gave the note, and who was obiiged to pass it of 
as he best couldat the moment. 

But we suppose that this fluctuating currency should, at any 
moment of issue, be above specie, itis plam that the creditor to 
whom the notes are paid receives, atthe public expense, just so 
much more than heisentitled to. Here would be a new point 
in the range of discrimination. Why should this premium go 
to thoso who may succeed in getting Treasury notes, when they 
happen to he better than the consututional curreney? Why 
should noc the public be henefited by the state of its own credit? 
Suppose a six per cent. United States stock, commanding 110 ia 
the market, where would be the wisdom of discharging claims 
by issuing certificates at par?’ And what would be thought of 
a Secretary who boasted that certain creditors designated by 
himself’ received ten dollars on every hundred beyond the 
amount due to them in gold and silver? Take. it, then, as you 
will, we are, by this scheme, at every point of time, cheating 
either our creditors or ourselves; and are, at the same moment, 
giving to an executive officer a power over the hopes and fears 
of every publie functionary, as well as of every individual 
who has pecuniary relations with the Government. What a 
mark for cupidity those above-specié notes! “How irresistible 
the temptation to fawning and sycophanzy on the part, for ex- 
ample, of those United States judges who, as appears by Mr. 
Wovtlbu.y’s report, approached ‘him with “requesta” “to be 
allowed pecuniary favors in which other members of thé court 
could not participate! . i ‘ 

Here, then, is an Administration pledged to “follow in the 
footsteps” of General Jackson, treating his anxious injunctions 
with marked contempt, even after experience has fully demon. 
strated their wisdom. And thisis done for the purpose of dis 
guise—as a mask, The people are burdened with the payment 
of doable interest; the public creditors are cheated, in order 
that we may be led biin-{fold into debt, . Rely upon it, sir, that, 
in Pennsylvania, this scornful abandonment of General Jack. 
son’s footsteps”? will not be atoned for by the accession of 
those who now act as volunteer guides upon the new path into 
which you have diverged, $ 

it hasbeen asked by gentlemen on this floor, Does notan indì- 
vidual, when unable to pay his debts, give a due bill, or 10 Ų, 
as the Government now proposes? Sir, Itake up the question, 
and follow the train of reflection it suggests. Suppose a man 
of integrity to have so far miscalculated asto find himself una- 
ble to discharge the weekly demands that press fer satisfaction. 
Would he not, if his credit were good, render that credit availa- 
ble by going to a bank or other lender, and raising the money? 
Would he say to those by whose labor he had profited, “I have 
ne money; but here is my due bill, which you cam pass off at 
discount; or, if you choose, yeu can procure store goods with 
it at one of my establisnmente?” What would be thought of a 
manufac:urer who, on pay day, should meet his hands with 
such a proposition? It is said we have resources in the perspec- 
tive, and, therefore, need not borrow. Why, sir, this is the case 
of every man who seeks a loan with any expectation of suc- 
cess. He saye: “I havea great deal coming to me; my books 
show a vast amount due from individuals of undoubted credit; 
but, meantime, there are calls for cash which 1_ must meet with 
punctuality and good faith; Taska discount until those claims 
comeround.” Sir, it has probably happened to every one to 
witness, with indignation and disgust, the devices of plunder by 
which an unprincipled employer has sought to pinch and screw 
the laborers in hisservice. And yeta system which we would 
brand as infamous in private life is seriously recommended for 
the adoption of this great people! . 

Mr. Chairman, if the parallel hold good ag to dishonesty, it ie 
not less complete as to improvidence. He who can get rid of 
present demands by merely signing a due bill, is delighted at 
this easy made of putting offthe evil day, and runs thoughtlessly 
on. Buta reckoning at last comes, and he finds himself over- 
whelmed. Heisa victim to that facility which the first Secre- 
tary ofthe Treasury describes as so treacherously seductive, 
Had he been driven to a loan—had his credit been brought to a 
test—he might have been foreed to reflect, ere it was too late, 
upon his folly and extravagance. 

Sir, the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Ruert,} whilst 
contending that oppositio? to this measure is to place the Go- 
verpment atthe mercy of the moneyed power, thought proper 
to indulge in a strain ofiavective against hanks and capital, and 
even to threaten our cities with ouibreaks of popular violence. 
1 will not repeat the able argument of the gentleman from Vir. 
ginia (Mr, Mason, }J in reply. -tt was a matter of general merri- 
ment in the House to witness how instantly the inflated balfoon, 
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at.the first touch of his-spear—the spear of Truth—collapsed, 
and shruok up into nothing. Sir, the absolute absurdity of the 
charge, in reference te this bill, disarmed the indignation it was 
calculated to provoke. Yet who could patiently listen to these 
efforts to get up a spirit ofarson and assassination? It is easy to 
say they mean nothing, except in the way of caution and warn- 
ing. Thisis the flimsy veil always thrown over such sugges- 
tions. Once establie that they are justifiable, and pretexts 
spring up, or may be manufactured. hose judgment is.to de- 
cide when the fit occasion has arrived? if there be any mean- 
ing or relevancy in the gentlemaa’s remarks, the rejection of this 
bill would, be a proper signal for Lynch law. If this House 
should choose to profit by the lessons of Gen. Jackson, when 
backed by experience; if it should choose to pay. its creditors 
honestly and equally; if it should refuse to incur extravagagt in- 
terest, and insist on rescuing the credit of the country from the 
hands of brokers and shavers; why, then these denunciations 
come into play. The misconduct of tais House isto be avenged 
by pillage, and murder in the streets of Philadelphia ! 
are impelled to vivience by the very thought that they may be 
deemed tame, and cold, andspiritless, in disappointing the pre- 
dictions of their special advocates and orators. $ 

Surely, sir, this strain is altogether misplaeed inthe mouth of 
4 gentleman and a scholar; it belongs to a different, though very 
numerous, class. Some one says, in Shakespeare, ‘ll have a 
starling that shall be taught to speak xothing but Mortimer.” 
There is a race of politicians, all over our country, who seem 
to have been educated on the same plan as this starling. They 
have been taught to speak nothing but “bank! bank!" and are 
altogether at fault when requiied to vary the note. Yet! do in- 
justice. The starling is a gentle and interesting bird.. Rather 
are we reminded of a filthy parrot, hung out in front ofa sailor 
boarding house, taught by its master to utter exclamations at 
each passer-by, and never joyous or happy unless when eù- 
gaged in screaming out rogue or strumpet. 

Sir, we are led to infer, from the strange inapplicability ofthe 
geutleman’s remarks, at least to this bill, that they were pre- 
pared for a very different occasion, In the confusion he may, 
by an accident not uncommon, have put bis baggage on boar 
the wrong beat. Yet there may be method and calculation in 
all this. Kis perhaps, apprehended that no opportunity will 
hereafter occur for the delivery of Sub-Treasury speeches, 
These things often hang by a frail chain of coincidencea. Mr. 
B. remembered to have heard of alady, very fond of atosudin 
auctions, who bought, amongst other things, a second-hand 
brass knocker, bearing the name of “Henderson.” She ex- 
plained that her husband might die; she mi, 'hilmarry a Tender- 
zon, and then it would come into play. The story ran that her 
husband did died, and she gid marry a Henderson. But this 
was not every body’s luck. It was wise, then, fer those who 
had such speeches ready, not to trust to the future. There 
was, indeed, a peculiar hardship on those gentemen from 
South Carolina who had gone over to their bitterest personal 
aad political foes on this scheme, that it seemed to have disap 
peared—‘o have been buried by the people at the Cross Roads, 
with a stake through its middle—before they had enjoyed an oc. 
casion to pronounce its eulogy, ór evento ask for it the rights 
of decent sepulture, g 

One other remark of the gentleman claims a passing notice. 
He tells us the “money power” has been insubordinate, and 
forgetful of its appropriate character. Let us sce how far the 
denunciation eavors ef consistency from that gentleman, or 
from the distinguished head of the school to which he belongs 
(Mr. CaLHouN.] lt is now agreed that the great danger from a 
National Bank is, not that it will prove an antagonist of the ex- 
isting Administration, but that it may become a supple instru- 
ment. This is adoctvine pressed at great length by many Be- 
nators. They doubtless smile, in secret, at the notion of danger 
from a contest between the Government and a Bank; although, 
as the clamor had been got up on that pretext, they fecl justi- 
fied in turning it toaccount, Subserviency is the matter to he 

d. And, undoubtedly, they are right as to the sym- 
pathies of money with power. Falstaff deseribes his soldiers as 
“a commodity of warm slaves, that had as lief hear the devil as 
a drum.” $0 itis with money. Tts habits are warm; its palm 
moist and tremulons; there is no rugged$ vigor about it. lt 
shrinks from contest, and will purchase safety by the most ab- 
ject submission. And yet, sir, in reference to a signal instance 
ia which all these debasing tendencies were resisted; in which 
a Bank stood up manfully and braved the frowns and rage of 
the Executive, rather than compromise its trust; we hear of 
danger to the country from that very unyielding perseverance 
in the discharge ofa high and solemn duty. The Executive 
triumphed; the Bank was prostrated. Should a new Bank. at 
any distance of time, be created, it will go into Operation, not 
only with at! the evil tendencies said to be inherent in its na- 
ture, but with the memorable lesson constantly in view, that its 
predecessor fella victim to stiffness in maintaining an indepen 
dence of Executive dictation. South Carolina, it seems, now 
holds that the triumph of the Executive should be complete; 
that it eughtnot to be disturbed by even a feeling of sympathy 
for the victim. How is it, sir, that her proud and chivairous 
spirit can thus stvop to pluck the dead lion by the beard? 

The gentleman tells us that there has been a systematic war- 
fare of the banks upon the Government, whilst the latter has 
Temained almost passive. Sir, there may be a satisfactory 
reason why he is not very familiar with the history of that 
period. Whilst that war was in progress, another of a very 
different character was going on against himself and his fellow. 
citizens At that period, as I remember, it was the fashion to 
introduce scurrilous paragraphs in the Globe, with “John C. Cale 


` houn, who could never speak the truth when falsehood would 


answer the purpose,” &c. The cry at Washington then was, 
that John C. Calhoun should be hang up on the first tree; and 
the gentleman himself was denounced as the worst of traitors, 
It may well be, then, that his reminiscences of the subordinate 
contest are somewhat vague and shadowy. Sir, I am not 
now about to traverse that vast field; but if he will take the 
trouble to look over the official paper, which ie now the organ of 
his party,he will find abundant materiais for better understanding 
the history of the two contests simultaneously carried on. With. 
outgoing back mere than a year, he will find an essay in the 
Globe, from one whe was evidently admitted to the councils of 
the party, and probably a principal actor. Itisa Production 
of great frankness, written at a time when the suepersion of 
‘specie payments was supposed to have rendered the hanks uni- 
versally and for ever odious. Tho writersays: 

“Te was deemed essential to force her (the Bank,) into the 
field prematurely, and supple her inanticipation. This could 
be done only bya removal of the deposites, early in General 


Jackson's second term. It was believed that, if she subsitities 
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tothe. measure in peace, shewonld be quietly stripped of her 
ower, 2 new system would be in full. and successful operation 
fore the expiration of her charter, and she would sli e out of 
existence almost unobserved. If she resisted, it was not doubted 
that mhe would be vanquished. by the evcr victorious thief: 
tain. 5 9 B i 

And again, as to the employment of the State hanks: 

& Let those who now inveigh against the employment of the 
State banks at that time, look back, and ask themselves whether 
it was possible for General Jackson. to accomplish. ‘his ob- 

ject by any other means. If he had go a: separation 
from alf banks, he wouid have found all. the State banke and 
their friends in full and effective alliance with the Bank uf the 
United States—a league which it was not desirable to. encounter. 
Neither ihe public mind, nor the opinions.of the members of 
Congress, were then preparel for a separation ef bank and 
State. s 

Sir, in there paragraphs you havéa compendious view ofthe 
warfare upon the Bank of the United States; as well as apon the 
State institutions, We all know how aitfully the Jatter were 
played off upon the former. Their cupidity was excited; their 

ride, local, and personal, infemed; the influence of the Phi- 
Jadelphia institution represented as an injurious and mortifying 
ascendency. At length, the whole were thrown together inte 
the cock-pit, with gafts fixed by a dexterous hand, to tear each 
other’s eyes and pierce each other's hearte! ` 

I turm, gir, to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Meaus, (Mr. Campxstenc.J Whilet urging the immediate 
passage of this bill as indispensable to aave the national credit 
from degradation, he has introduced a mediey of topics well cal- 
culated to provoke the widest discussion. Ifhe deemed it ne- 
Cessary to connect them with this measure, notwithsianding the 
presaure for time, how has he found it reconcilable with justice 
or decorum to joinin a pertinacious though unsuccessful eb 
fort to cut off all-opportunity of reply? 

We have heard, amongst otber things, a eulogy on the gene. 
ral banking law of New York, as having broken the chains by 
which chartered monopolies had so long fettered the energies 
of the great Empire State. Of the merits of that scheme Fam 
not about tospeak. As the act of a sovereign Brate, it is enti- 
tied, on this floor, tothe highest respect; and, as an interesting 
experiment about to be tried by a leading member of the Con- 
federacy, it claims our heartiest good wishes for its success, 

The only point of view, however, in which the subject becomes 
of national interest has eacaped the noticeof the chairman. At 
the commencement of the prezent session of Congress the Pre. 
sident adverted to the great revolution in the Siate of New 
York, which bad givena complete ascendancy to his political 
oppokents. He assured ua that this result was brought about 
by the influence of the banking corporations in that State. Now, 
sir, do we understand that this charge is persisted in? Are “we 
still urged to belicve that a Legislature which Has thus digen- 
thralled the people from an odious bank monopoly came into 

ower as tha creature and instrument of that bank monopoly? 

his part of the mesaage has not been disposed of by the House. 
It has gone forth to the world asa stigma upon free institutions, 
It has been cited in the English newspapers toshow how sordid 
and venalis the State which borders upon Canada. and how lit- 
tlereagon there is todread collision with a people thus charac: 
terized by their own chief magistrate. 

It has pleased the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to introduce, in the most incidental way, a topic of ‘the 
deepest interest at the present moment—that of the resumption 
of specie payments. Tam gladhe did so. In every part of the 
country the eyesof the people are turned towards the banks. 
These institutions have existed for some time at bare sufferance. 
Popular opinion has thus far restrained the pursuitof the reme- 
dies against them which the laws already afford. Ought for. 
bearance to be continued Jonger? Thisis a question-which hag 
swelled toa magnitude that claims for it the attention of all; 
and he may be justly deemed a public benefactor who lends his 
aid to the formation of an enlightened and dispassionate judg. 
ment. 

Mr. B. had, therefore, hoped to learn from gentlemen on 
this floor, whose reputation stood high for financial knowledge 
and experience, how they thought this resumption was to be 
generally and safely effected and continued, particularly ip th 
interior, under the system which they had so long struggled to 
fasten upon us. For his constituents, at least, he could offer 
a pledge that they would give a fair hearing to argument, and 
that they would siernly carry out the conclusion at which their 
judgment arrived. They had no sympathy with these institu- 
tions, except as instruments to promote the publie benefit. 
They were ne more wedded to the banks than they were ta the 
gas-works or the water-works, or any other institution which 
had demanded a larger investment than suited the means or con. 
venience of individual capitalists. Mr. B. personally, had the 
same feeling. We owned not a dollar of bank stock, and his 
own simple habits and pursuits had preserved him from any 
feeling of gratitude for favors conferred, or of resentment for 
their refusal. 

Sir, said Mr. B. T well know that these institutions never ean 
ba what is called “popular.” The benefits they render are 
invisible or unheeded, whilst causes of irritation ure daily ade 
dresced to the eager passions of men. For one who receives 
aid, how many hundreds are there who enconnter denial—who 
deem themselves injured or ineulted—and clamorously de- 
nounge what they represent as partiality or caprice? And, ifthis 
be the case within the immediate sphere of their accommoda- 
tions, we know that in the country they have always been viewed 
with dislike. They are regarded as complex machines, by 
which money is rapidly made in the towne, through mysterious 

processes denied to thore whose hard earnings are derived from 

arene toil—from the sweat of the harvest-field. Long before 
the great contest of recent years, which has drawn sọ largely 
on this feeling, who doeg not recall the aumberlessinstances in 
which he has seen it successfully invoked by small demagogues 
to earn a cheap and worthless popularity? It is part, indeed, 
of that jealousy between town and country which may be so 
readiiy worked upon and inflamed. “No, sir! The public man 
who exposes himself to the charge of being an advocate of 
banks, does zo at imminent risk. He muet look for support 
to the consciousness that he is called upon by duty to oppose 
himself, at all hazards, to the artifices of designing political 
knaves, and with a full knowledge that he becomes a mark for 
the eroseest misteprcsentation. a 2 

Yet, sir, I would izin hope that the public mind is now. pre- 
pared for nore just and enlarged views. It seems imposmble 

for any one of us not tosée the deep stake which the whole.com. 
munity has ià guarding these justitutiong from wanton assault 
or premature condemnation. Fhe. capital which they hav 
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drawn to the West from the Atlantic cities and from Europe has 
passed into every form of prosperous industry. To prostrate 


them is only to compel its extraction and withdrawal through - 


legal process and by ruimoussacrifices. What class may flatter 
itself with exempiion from the evils of that epoch? Surely not 
the farmer, when he looks round on a languid and deserted 
market, once thronged and fervent with the busy and the 
“prosperous, i 

Mr. Chairman, I must here advert, befor: proceeding further, 
to one of the most extraordinary political movements.it hasever 
been my fortune to’ witness, We have recently heard froma 
distinguished ‘Senator ‘[Mr. Benron}] a callon the Administra- 
tion party to. take up a new position, under a new banner. The 
appeal has been eagerly caught at, and the experiment 1s now 
nrged, n Pennsylvania, at least, with all the energy that belongs 
to a last desperate rally, . 

Sir, it is undeniable that the personage to whom T allude 
wields a greater influence over the party than any other indi- 
vidual. His skill and tact in reaching the popular mind have 
been greatly underrated, His promises ‘touch the imagination, 
and take advantage of that love ofexcitement—that craving af- 
ter mighty changes in our day, such as shall make a new era in 
the history of man--in which each successive generation has 
delighted to indulge, and towards the achievement of which it 
has stood ready to pour forth its blood. Let us, then, look at 
the sincerity and consistency uf appeals from a quarter so in- 
finential, 

At the special session, this Senator emph tically declared that 
public confidence in banks was irretrievably and fur ever gone; 
that gold might be imported into the country by hundreds ef 
millions, but that an attempt on the part of these institutions to 
resume specie payments world be but the prelude to a mighty 
and uaiversal crash. Tread, sir, from the specch of 22d Sep- 
tember last, which has been more widely circulated through 
my Congressional district than any other delivered at that great 
crisis: 

“ Another revulsion must come. Thus it was after the last 
resumption, The banks recommenced payments in 1317; in 
two years the failures were more disastrous than ever. Thus 
it was in England atier the long suspension. Payments recom- 
menced in 1823; in 1925 the most desolating crash of banks took 
place which had ever been known in the kingdom, although the 
Bank of England had imported, in less than forr years, twenty 
millions sterling in gold, aboutone hundred sisi cus ot dollars. 
to recommence upon. _ Its effects reached this county, crushed 
the cotton houses in New Orleans, depressed the money mar- 
ket, and injured all business. Why was this? Why wasit that, 
within two years after the resumption, both in England and our 
America, these disastrous revulsions ensued? Loss of confi- 
dence was the cause; and that loss resulting not from the act of 
the Government, but from the conduct of the banks themselves. 
The banks zd failed, and, therefore, they could fail. The peo- 
ple had seen them fail, and, therefore, they feared they might 
dosoagain. There was no confidence in them; no more than 
the coachman places in the balking horse, when he comes to the 
hil. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Rives] wishes the Go- 
vernment to do something to reanimate confidence in these 
banks. Could alaw of Congress inspire confidence into his 
coachman, and give him faith in the balking horse? No more 
can it be done in relation to these banks.” 


Ipray you, sir, to pause upon the deliberate convictions of 
this great Administration leader. The attempt to resume spe- 
cie payments must, according to him, terminate ina speedy 
convulsion. There must be “a desolating crash of banks.” 
The “cotton houses in New Orleans? must be “crushed.” 
“The money market? must be be “depressed.” “At busi- 
ness’? must be “injured”? Even the most direct and open co- 
operation of the Governament, in sustaining the banks, will be 
jneffectual to avert or mitigate the catastrophe. No bank that 
once suspended can ever revive. The public confidence is 
dead; it cannot be galvanized into a show of vitality. 


Now, sir, can it be denied that such represenfations may 
render inevitable the very mischiefs thus elaborately pictured? 
They have been anxiously circulated, in every variety of form, 
to be read, pondered on, laid aside, and recurred to again and 
again.. The party newspapers have dinned them into the 
exes of the people, without intermission. And what individual, 
who puts thestightest faith in that speech of 22d September, 
would consent to keep by bim for one moment a five dollar 
note, if he could, with his utmost speed, contrive to reach the 
bank before the final “crask?? Sir, many of my unsophisti- 
cated constituents have laidall this toheart. They have taken 
jt for gospel But how must they be startled when the very 
same voice is now heard proclaiming that the party is abont 
to esta e from numbertess cise 
forces under a zew banner? The old catchwords have lost 
theie po:ency. Divorce will not answers Tae new cry, it 
seems, is to be resumplion. That which, in the Party Alma- 
nac of September, was announced as a comet. to scatter from 
ite fiery tail dismay and desolation over this fair land, be- 
comes the mild morning star, emblem of hope and faith, be- 
fore which all irue believers are to bend the keee, and put up 
their orisons.. And this resumption is to be instant, sharp, 
peremptory! No sympathy is to be indulged with weaker 
brethren; no preparations to break the predicted “crash; no 
generous enlarged views, prompted by an enlightened and far- 
‘seeing self-interest; no thought even of the cherished “c-tton 
houses in New Orleans.” The whole assembled party is, at 
the word of command, to step from the ranks and array itself, 
as onë man, under the new banner sent out from. Washington, 
Oh unutterable faith in the gallibiiity ofthe people! Oh match- 
less confidence in the powers of audacity! 

Mr Chairman, Tputitio your candor whether the hanks 
may not well pause when they hear this precipitate action in- 
voked from the present quarter. kis clamorously demanded 
hy-thoge, who have prophesied utter and wide-spread ruin from 
resumption, under any. circumstances. It comes from those 
“whose reputation in matters of finance depends on the fulfilment 
of those predictions, Can they be sincre m urging that resump- 
tion in the face of a Government war upon them? What! they 
who declared that even the strentious support of the Govern- 
ment couldavall nothing? Sir, they well know that if the banks 
stop payment again, after a premature ‘resumption, their fate 
dasealel.. Do they look to thia result? Undeniahly, it would be 
the cansummiation af their prophecies. Would it not be the 
consummation. of. their ardent hopes? > . 

“Ie is roundly asgerted by the chzirman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [Mr. CAMBRELENG] that every bank, except 
those in the Southwest, may safely resume, Now, in the first 
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place, he takes for granted that all the spéeches with which 
the country has been flooded, under the frank of members of 
Congress, of Execntive officers, and of the President himself, 
contained nothing but arrant falsehoods, and that this was so 
understood by the people. HH there was believed to be one 
word of truth in them, the banks could not resume. . 
When the chairman makes this assertion, are we to under- 
stand him. that the banks are prepared to redeem, at any mo- 
ment, all their liabilities in coin? No. This, he wili tell you, 
is not necessary. It is sufficient, if there be envugh to meet 
the calis of trade and public convenience; the remainder of 
the nares will be sustained in circulation by a knowledge 
that the resources of the banks, in claims upon solvent bor- 
rowers, are abundantly sufficient tv insure the holder against 
loxs. Aad, sir, doubtless this might, under ordinary circum- 
stances, be safely assumed. But what becomes of it when the 
avowed policy of the Administration. invites and demands a 
run. upon the barks? The very persons who talk of the for- 
bearance which would result from public confidence, are those 
who now strive to blast that confidence, hy preaching up ut- 
ter, uncompromising distrust. Whatis the whole theory of 
the experiment? Is it not that confidence in any bank is mis- 
placed, and full of perii? How is a proselyte to it made but 
by persuading him that his modicum ofiaterest in the public 
treasure is insecure so long as papershall be received? And 
if you succeed in fixing these apprehensions upon him, can 
it be supposed that the same individual will leave his private 
means at the mercy of this imminent peril? You compel 
him to feel restless and uneasy whilst he hasa bank note in 
his possession. The Government has crossed it with the 
mark of rejection, and proclaims that rejection as part of a 
political creed. It raises the panic cry of saute qui peut. 
Who that is obliged to go to the bank to get a note changed, 
in order to pay specie to the Government, will not, at the 


same time, think it safe to cash all he has in his possession? 


Besides, sir, it is a trite and familiar truth, that so long as the 
Government will receive for its dues only a particular con:-no- 
diiy, that commodity must command a premium. It must ʻise 
in price above any substitute or representative which will vot, 
every where, answer thesame end. Holders of notes will ea- 
gerly make the exchange, and send the coin where its aptitude 
fora particular purpose secures toita profitable market. And 
such a commodity will. of course. flow to the points where 
heavy p-yments are tobe made. We witneesed the process, on 
a smali scale, under the Treasury circular, exacting speci: for 
payment of lands. he banks at Pittsburg found their coin 
disappearing, and travelling westward. Did it produce any 
salutary effectthere? Notatall. So far as the circular was ho- 
nestly enforced, it only tended to accumulate masses of apecie 
at remote points, to remain inert and useless, until brought back 
bythe sure but tedious operations of commerce. The very 
term circulation suggests that analogy to the human system 
which inspires the utmost caution and repels all idea of vio- 
lence. By external force you may cxtravasate the biood, but 
you add no vigor to the swollen limb, and the whole system re- 
mains sore and languid until the tumor isreduced. The same 
spectacle will be witnessed when youcreate an additional cur- 
renttowards the custom houses. You only extend the opera- 
tion which was going.on when the banks stopped. How can 
specie guietly remain in the interior, as the basis ofasafe paper 
circulation, at points where there are no great land offices or 
custom-houses, when you create for itthis artificial demand else- 
where? You compel-a determination towards the extremities; and 
how is the life-blood to be thrown back upon the heart, to perform 
its salutary functions through the whole system? Close up 
your custom-houses and your land offices, and all sound banks 
mightsafely resume specie payments to-morrow. Tt is the 
vicious action of this Government. which, after destroying the 
best currency in the world, still struggles againat the natural 
tendency of our elastic country to rise above disaster. 


The present relation of this Government to the people is that 
ofan Irish absentee landlord, living luxuriously in London, 
whilst his agent collects the rentsingold. The fraud and op- 
pression to which such a state of things gives rise are in Ireland 
familiar objects of odium. Look. at a sketch by one of her 
most gifted writers. 


“The agent would take nothing but gold. The same guineas 
were bought and sold several tines over, tothe great profit of 
the agent, and loss of the poor tenants; for, as the rents were 


paid, the guineas were resold to another set.” 


Sir, this is. precisely what took place in the neighborhood of 
the land offices under the special circular. What a millennium 
for brokers and shavers! You will see it ona yet larger scale 
at the seaports, when specie shall accumulate there, like a great 
sand bar at the mouth of one of your rivers—not to fertilize— 
no.-sir—but to warm into existence myriads of noxious insects 
to fasten upon the social body. - 


The real commercial interests of the seaports are identified 
with the prosperity of the West; crppile or embarrassitand your 
canals and railroads may be abandoned. Even with regard to 
the duties on imports, how trifling a portion is ultimately dis. 
charged in the vicinity of the custom-house at which they 
chance to be paid or secured? They fali most heavily on the 
purchaser who is furthest remove! from the seaboard. The 
various agents of traffic, intermediate to consumption, take 
care to remunerate themselves liberally, in the price of the arti- 
ticle, for every charge to which it is subjected in its passage 
through their hands; and the tax which thus grows, at each 
stage of transit, carries its highest aceu nulation into the re- 
mutest cabin. 

Let me say. in conclusion, Mr. Cha'rman, that E am not one 
of those who believe in the gloomy predictions which have gone 
forth from the Senate of the United States, and been so indus- 
triously circulated. 1 do not believe that faith in all these in- 
stitutions is irretrievably gone, Ido not believe thata gencral 
“eyash” awaits resumption. No. sir; the blessed rays of credit 
will again cheer and warm us. The cloud, raised by the breath 
of party, has not quenched the orb of day: 


To morrow he repairs the golden flood, 
Ané fires the nations with redoubled ray. 


But, sir, infinite circumspsction and : 


sic and factitions, 
which attend the process, Above all, this senseless warfare 
which you have been waging for so many years must cease; 
and then we may safely confide the rest to the energy and in- 
telligence of the great people we represent. ` 


cest judgment are | 


SPEECH OF MR. MASON, 
-O¥ VIRGINIA, i 
In the House of Représentatives, May 12, 1838—On tho 
Treasury Note. Bill. . 
Mr.. Rossarson having moved an amendment to the Trea. 
sury note dill, proposing to substitute a provision authorizisg a 


` Joan for the provision authorizing the issue of Treasury notes— 


the hcur being late, and the Committee. of the Whole refusing 
motions to rise— : 

R Mr MASON, of. Virginia, rose andaddressed the Mouse. as 
‘CHOWS: t s 

This bill, Mr. Chairman, is intended to furnish. to the Treasury 
the sum of ten millions of dollars, in aid of the current. revenue. 
It ts simply a bill for supply, andas such I shail treat it avoiding 
all collateral matter, the exampleof the honorable chairman oi 
Waye and Means, who brought it in, tothe contrary notwith- 
standing. 

We are told, and I believe correctly, that the Government 
wants so much money; as one of the representatives of the peo- 
ple, Tam willing to grant it, and thus to me there rernains the 
single inquiry, what is the best means of raising it? This ques- 
tion I shail discuss. Tam bound to do so, because it has been 
the pleasure of the chairman of the Ways and Means, in his re- 
ports asking the supply, to avoid such discussion altogether. 
He has heen content with declaring that the deficiency in the 
revenue “must be provided for, either by an authority to re- 
issue the Treasury notes received, or by an issue of others. in 
their place.” And this word “must,” having the same signifi. 
cant uce, is found appropriately alike-in his reports of the 5th 
and 23d of March. : ae 

Sir, let me say to the honorable chairman, that in r report ad 
dressed to the intelligence of the. representatives of the. people, 
and least ef all when asking a supply, this word “ musi” is not 
parliamentary English, Itisthe language of Courts, but has 
no place in Parliament. Tshowld have thoughtit his duty, in 
recommending the supply, to canvass before us the best. and 
most economical means Of raising it. The financial condition 
of the country, as well as of the Treasury, is familiar to his 
mind; we have a right to expect from him an exposition of the 
“ways and means” ofeuprly, when, inlieu, we have nothing 
but an imperative monosyllable. i À . 

This, sir, is a departure from usage. Former committees, ia 
laying before the country the necessities of an extraordinary 
supply, to meeta deficient revenue, have thought it their duty 
to present fully the several modes ofraising it, whether by taxa- 
tion, loan, or an issue cf Creasury notes, and to recommend that 
which, under the circumstances, to them might seem best. Ț 

Our chairman, however, thinking otherwise, it is our right, 
as itis our duty, to consider this subject fully, and with the lest 
lights we can command, each for himself; and this would seem 
the more necessary becatise, notwithstanding the whole inquiry 
is shaken off by the committee in the use of their confident mo- 
nosyllable, yet it is remarkable that the recommendation comes 
from them at last in the most crude and undigested form. They 
were not themselves satisfied with the results of their own rea- 
soning.. Let metrace, for a’moment, this vacillation of pur- 
pose, not so much, sir, with a view of confuting them, but to 
show the propriety of full consideration by this House. 

We have then, first, the bill of the 23d of March, entitled, “A 
bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” accompanied 
by a report at length. This bill provides for an: issue of 


“$10,000,000 orTreanury notes, payable one-third in twelve, one- 
hi 


third in eighteen months, and the residue in two yearsafter their 
date, to bear interest not exceeding six per cent. per annum, 
and to be redeemable at inaturity,at the Treasury, for which 
redemption certain funds are specifically pledged in the bill. 

This is a loan out and out, to be effected by a sale of Treasury 
scrip, bearing interest, redeemable at stated periods during 
which it wae to run, and not in the mean time receivable in 
payment of public dues. oe i 

In the report accompanying this bill, (our printed document 
No. 716,) mach reasoning ts used to show that, by the unfortu- 
nate provisions of the act of the special session, for the issue of 
Treasury notes, it,had exercised an impoverishing instead ofan 
invigorating influence upon the Treasury, Under that act, it is 
said, the issue of $10,000,000 had operated a reduction, in lieu of 
an augmentation of thé revenue; and this reduction of the re- 
venue, 80 brought about, was to be provided for by a new issue 
ander the proposed bill. g 

One not versed in the mysteries of “finance, as the honorable 
chairman is, would be a little curious to know kow an extraor. 
dinary supply of $10,000,000 in aid of the current revenue, could 
reduce instead of incréasing it. But, having ascertained the 
fact, it was his duty to trace outthe causes, however perplexed 
the problem might be; and he has accordingly detected and ex- 
posed the offending matter. After capitulating certain extraor- 
dinary demands upon the Treasury, arising out of the Jodtan 
wars and the troubles on the Canada frontier, he says: “Not- 
withstanding these additional estimates, the current resources 
of the year would, with proper economy, be equal to all the 
demands upon the Treasury, whether for ordinary or extra. 
ordinary purposes, hut for iwo provisions ofthe Treasury note 
act referred to; the one authorizing their receipt in payment of 
public dues, and the other prohibiting the Treasury from reis- 
suing them.” 

Well, sir, this bill for a Joan took the regular conrse of a first 
and second reading en the day that it was brought in, and was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. | 

Betore any further action was had upon it, there was brought 
in frem the same committee a second,entitied “A pill Supplemen. 
tary tothe act entitled an act to authorize the issue of Treasury 
notes, reported on the 18th April. This wasin like manner 
twice read, and referred with its predecessor. 


Things so remained, without action on either, until the 23d of 


` April, only ten days after the lat bill was reported, when, at 


the close of a long day’s debate upon a different subject, the 
honorable chairman. of the Committee of Ways and Means 
Without notice or reason assigned, moved that the Commitice of 
the W hele be discharged from all further consideration of these 
two bills, and that they be recommitted: to the committees that 
brought them in; which was done accordingly. And thereupon 
and forthwith thereafter, he reported the third bill, being that 
now under consideration. and bearing the very equivocal tide 
“a hill to carry into.cfeeran act aeproved the | h of One. 
ber, 1837, io authorize ihe issuing 9 Treaeury ores.” 

Thus we have had, in the short space of one month, runing 
from the 234 day of March to the 28d of April, three several 
schemes for supply, reported from the Commitee of Waye 
and Means, each variant from the other, and each proposing 
for itself to raise the supply by iis appropriate machinery. 
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first was a loan through the mediurn of Treasury scrip, 

ne second, an issue of Treasury paper tö the amount, and 

in lien of such as, under the provisions of the former law, had 
returned into the Treasury and been cancelled. À 

And the third, an issue of Treasury paper to the amount of 


$10,000,000, in lieu of the entire emission authorized by the : 


former law, and, as I understand it, to'be reissuable and rédeem- 
able at the discretion of the Secretary. i k 

Thus infirm of purpose in their recommendation, wèshould 
have expected some lenity and indulgence to those who might 
evince a. disposition to select between. the various modes of 
raising-this supply, as they emanated’ from the committee, 


whether by loan, as proposed in March; by a partial issue of | 


Treasury paper for immediate wey and a loan for the residue, 
‘ag “proposed on the 13th of April; or by an emission for the 
whole demand, in lieu of cither, as recommended on the 23d. 

But no, the honorable chairman can brook no delay. - From 
the tenor of his remarks: made, yesterday, it would seem that 
we are expected to carry the /ast project of the committee at 
once into law, without even. looking back, or cousidering in any 
form what‘his own committee recommended so very shortly 
before. aC 

OFf these noxious -projets, sir, I prefer that of the 13th of 
‘April, providing an issue of Treasury paper to meet immediate 
want, and a loan for the residue; and I would take it as proposed 
froin the Committee of Ways and Means, with. this: single dif- 
ference in the the terms of loan: that, instead of selling Treasu- 
ry six per cent. scrip at- twelve, eighteen and twenty-four 
months, I would extend the time of payment and reduce the 
rate of interest, ` L3 or 

As the first reason for this preference I have bat ‘to. quote 
from the report of the honorable chairman which accompa- 
nied the bill—an authority for which { ask his respect, .. He re- 
commends the loan in preference to notes receivable for public 
dues, becduge the latter have been found, under the experience 


of the late law, to reduce, instead of augmenting the revenue. | 


Let me be understood, if yor pledse, asadopting ‘the objection, 
‘though not as the chairman ‘has ‘conceived it.. I am at some 
loss to know how-a credit of $10,000,009, fully realized as so 
much money, can reduce the revenue’ But I can well under- 
stand, if the time of credit be too short, how a revenue, re- 
duced by thér cruses, may be unable to meet current demands, 
and at the sime time to absorb the issue underit. And this is 
the trize pith of the objection to any similar issue, as-it is taken 
in the’ report of the committee—an objection (hat was ably 
taken, aad well relied en, however misconceived in its appli- 
cation. : i 
What was the condition of our.revenue then? A sudden and 
violent revulsion had just occurred in every ‘branch. of trade 
and business, putting á complete stoppage upon the whole. 
There were no customs, because importation had ceased, and of 
the public lands the sales were at an end. Beicg cut off from 


the supplies of trade, our merchants could not pay ‘the reve- _ 


nus bonds given before the catastrophe. 
money ori deposite all had been used, 
couldbe made available, ` ‘Thebanks too had suspended pay- 
ment throughout the country, andall sources of revenue wore 
cut off alike from the Government and from. its debtors; 


‘And of: the public 
which, from: its’ locality, 


In. this state-of things Congress, at the spécial session, order: `° 


edan issue of Treasury. notes, redeemabiéin’twelvé-“months, 
and in the meen time receivable in payment of public dues. 
I then preferred the bill in that for, “and; under the cir- 
cumstances then existing, should'certainly have that preference 
atil, ; Pi pee RR 

First, because’ it was the only means by which the Govern- 
ment could make its credit available. A loan could not have 

` besh negotiated on any terms, certainly not at fome, for there 
wasno many disposable in market, save the disgraced currency 
of the banks; nor abroad, because of the ‘prohibitory rate of 
exchange. 
, And secondly, because. this disgraced currency, not being re- 
ceivable by Gavernment, 1 was paralyzed alike in receiving 
or paying its debts; and Treasury notes receivable furnished 
a medium for both, 

By this receivability Government, wag obligated to retire 
these evidences of debt as fast as they wene presented before 
the entire credit expired, and it has resulted in practice. that. 
they flowed back upon the Treasury faster than the accruing 

~ revenue could absorb them. RS 

Knowing well that the revenne was yetin fat too enfeebled a 
conditien to meet the Government expenditure, and provide for 
this debt as it flowed in,. the committee, in their Teport, 
have earnestly remonstrated against a like provision in the 
new isane E : : 

That such is, in fact, its condition, t have only to’refer te the 
leiter of the Secretary of the Treasury accompanying the Pre- 
silent’s message to this House on the 10th day of this ‘month, in 
which he says, that “during the present, year the revenue. has 
been paid in Treasury notes to such an extent, that only about 
one-fourth of a million has been received from it in MONEY, BO 
as to assist in discharging the current expenditures.” “These 
last, [the expenditures, } oman average, have been over two mil: 
Hons monthly, and in April nearly thtée millions.” 

Aud yet, mirabile dictu, hotwithstandiug this remonstrance, 
and the satisfactory reasoning on which it résted, the commit- 
tes, in one short month, 
their own arguments, and come back, at one bound, to the ver 
position so recently abandoned. We are now urged by this 
bil to do the very thing against which the committes that 


brought it in themselves renionstrated but one short month ` 


before. N ; 

Sir, the objection then taken holds with equal force now, 
The creditis too short. What argument could: make this 
plainer? By the issue of Tressury paper, as proposed, you 
Impose upon the revenuo the duty of redeeming the notes ax 
fast as they come in. The committee complain of this feature 
$r the Jaw of October, ‘The Secretary tells you tha’, under its 
aperation, while the expenditure is fram two to three millions 
a month, the cash receipt does. not exceed one-quarter of a 
million; and yet, with theory and Practice both united against it, 
we ara required now to re-enact the very game Jaw. 

_ | Bat, sir, without the light of such experience, 1 should be 
against this mode of raising money, except under circumstances 
o eters necessity as left ao other alternative. 

cannot consider this as a part uastien, g i 
means One of thoss who profess oe tone at a io 
straint; yet on occasions where a 
my own sense of rig 
a M Ken ig necessir 

© for it. chgerful ithe 
upon ie ke erfally, and without 


dismiss their own objections, repudiate- 


-which have operated to im 


by. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Mason. - 


responsible. I trace its diminished revénue to cases over 
which it has, and ought to have, no-control; to those causes 
ir the revenue of all alike, whose 
resources are ‘implicated in the trade and business of ‘the 
country. eS ae . 

Until that trade and business shall revive, and be again 
in a condition to make its wonted returns to the ‘public coffers, 
money musl be raised upon the public credit in some form. 
To this all are agreed; and our plain path of duty is, to obtain 
it on the most -economical terms within the pale of Our authority. 

Looking to the former practice of the Government, I am 
taught to believe that an ‘issue of Treasury notes has been 
looked upon rather as the alternative of an unembarrassed tiran- 
cier than the choice of undoubted credit, j 

Inthe first war loan of 1821, Mr. Gallatin, then'at the head of 
the Trezsury, (whose ability and knowledge of this subject none 
will question,) reported to Congress that, of the eleven milions 
authorized to Be raised by ioan, but little more than six millions 
had besn taken, leaving a deficit of searly five millions ef dol- 
lars. « Speaking of thisdeficiency, he says: -~ 

“It is confidently believed thet the arnount which remains un 
subscribed for will thus be filled as early as the money may be 
wanted for the public service. In order, however, to prevent 


_the possibility of disappointment, and to remove doubts and 


erroneaus expectations, I beg leave to submit the propriety of 
authorizing the issue of Treasury notes on the following princi- 
ples, viż: 

f “Yst, Not to-exceed in the whole the amount which may uiti- 
mately norbe subscribed to the loan; that is to say, that-the 
amount received on aceount of the loan, and that of the Treasa- 
ry notes, shall not together exceed $11,000,009. 

“2d. To bear an interest,” &c.—Gallatin’s Report on the 
Finances, May 14, 1812. 

Here, then, we have proofs that the first issue of Government 
paper, since the old continental money, (the history of which 
we all know,) was not recommended or resorted to until a loan 
had failed; and then only and strictly as auziliary to a loan di- 
rect. So far from being treated as an ordinary resource, Mr. 
Gallatin asked the power, in his own emphatic language, only 
“to prevent the possibility of disappointment” ifthe loan should 
fail, It was considered by him asthe very “medicine of state,” 
to be administered only in the last resort, and when otherwise 
the patient must expire. Under such auspices, we had our 
first issue of Treasury notes, amidst the embarrassments of a 
war, and under the pressure of impaired credit. . The necessities 
and difficulties of the times forced this measure into use upon a 
skilful though reluctant financier. His sagacity doubtless fore- 
saw the consequences, though from them there was no escape. 
The emission was continued from time to time, at increased in- 
terest, until they were depreciated at the doors of the Treasury 


» as low as seventy-five for the hundred. å cee 
Mr. Dallas, who came afier. Mr Gallatin into the. Treasury, 


was opposed to the continuation of this policy. -But Mr. Eppes, 
then chairman of the Ways and Means in this House, espoused 
the opposite. His purpose wasto create and continue a Govern- 
ment paper to supply a circulating medium for the country, to 
take the place‘of the paper of the State banks,. then discredited 
the suspension of specie pay ments. . 

“The want of some medium,” says Mr. Eppes, ‘which, rest- 
ing on a firm and solid basis, may unite public confidence, and 
have a general instead of a local circulation, is now universally 
acknowledged;” and, afier recommending a further issue of 
Treasury notes for this purpose, he continues: 

“To receive their circulation, it would be necessary, 

“Ist. Toissue them in small sums. 

“2d. To allow holders to fund them at pleasure in. 8 per 
cent. stock. 

“3d. To make them payable to bearer, and pass by delivery. 

4th. To make them receivable in all public dues. 

“Sth. The United States, to prevent redundant circulation, 
to retain the power of redeeming them at pleasure, or of fund: 
H ng em Report Committee Ways and Means, October 

, 18i4, 

Such was Mr. Eppes’s idea of the true uses and intent of a 
Treasury is-ue. But even he was obliged to rest it for support 
on the funding system, Regarding a permanent debt as the 
lot of our country. in common with all others, he looked to 
that as the legitimate and only support of his scheme of Go- 
vernment paper money, to. be funded at the pieasure of the 
holder, or at the will of Government, in permanent 8 per 
cent. stock, = 

Mr. Dallas, however, in a letter to Mr. Eppes, soon after this 
report appeared, condemned this scheme in the strongest terms, 
He considered, with Mr. Gallatin, that Treasury paper shou!d 
be resorted to only under peculiar circumstances, as a means 
of temporary supply, “Under favorable circumstances,” he 
writes, “and to a limited extent, an emission of Treasury 
notes would probabiy afford relief: but Treasury notes are au 
expensive and precarious substitute either for coin or for 
bank notes, charged as they are with a growing interest, pro- 
ductive ef no countervailing profit or emolument, and exposed 
toevery breath of popular prejudice and alarm.” A 

Sir, I have cited these authorities to show that an issue of 
Treasury paper has been looked to by our ablest financiers, 
only as a temporary expedient of supply, when the price of 
raoney was so high, or ths credit of Government so low, as to 
justify its use. = i 
„In October last, when the issue of ten millions was autho- 
rized- I considered those circumstances as existing, to which 
Mr. Dallas refers as justifying the occasioua! use of this “ex- 
pensive and precarioussubstitute.” The Treasury was empty, 
the sources of: revenue dried up. The public money on depo- 
site in the South and Southwest was inaccessible, and atthe 
North it had been drained almost so the last dollar. A loan 
would have produced nothing, there being no money td invest, 
anda heavy European debt absorbitig ever y dollar that could 
be disengaged from the ruins of commerce. 

There. was no altetnative, as 1 „conceived, but an issue of 
ee notes to meet ths exigency, and te furnish a tempora- 
yy supply. a : i 

Now the condition of affairs is altogether different. The fo- 
reign debt has been wiped of; exchange has been turned in fa- 
vor of this cauntry, and the precious metals are again pouring 
in. Money is once more abundant, and to be had at (he lowest 
rates. 

Task, then, why is this Treasury issue to be continued, en 
terms so onerous to the country, when the supply may be kad 
in coin, H required, on far cheaper terms? 

Let us estimate the difference in cost, 
twenty thousand dollare.was appropriated 


s 


By the late. law, 
from.the. Treasury, 


“to defray: tie cost of the emission, including the Salaries of four 


extra clerks, at $1200 per annum. éach, tò keep the accounts. - 
‘These clerks-and these salaties.at least’ must be conlintied so | 
long as the system iskept up i i eee 
Then the rate of interest must be at the Jeast.6 p 
when we allow for depreciation, which to my‘ app: 
‘inevitable, the loss to the Treagury will fall in propo: 
On what ierms, ten, could a loah be ‘ohtained? Tp 
no certain khowiedze on this head; ‘but, from the best 
ot information to which} can xefer, Government stock 
from three to five years to run would tri rin the 
and yield coin, or its equivalent, at an interest of from 4 
‘per cent... z AE eee doe ats aR toe 
But we are told by the honorable chairman that a Joan would 
be “unjustifiable,” I quove his own word, because the Govern- 
ment will have the money from its own: resources for the year, 
before the Joan could be made available.’ And ‘for’ these re. 
sources he refers io the instalment from the deposite ‘banks in 
tie South and West, to fall due in Jaly, the merchants’ bonds 
for revenue, on which time has been allowed, and’ the bonds of 


the Bank of the United States, all which he estimates at’ some 
i seven millions of dollars. j SaS 

| Now, sir, in reply to.all this, I quote -back upon him an an- 
| thority which he, at least, cannot venture to contradict. © 1 
quote his own report upon the state of she finances, made to ‘ne 
on the 5th of March last; when, after a dispassionate and ex- 
tended view of the whole. ground; he saya: - 

“It is obvious that, far from being a surplus, there will pe a 

deficiency, which must be supplied, either by a reissue of the 
Treasury notes redeemed, or by an authority to issue others. 
There isnot the least probability that our revenue for two 
years to come will be equal to the wants of Government; and 
if for the next four years it should be sufficient te meet onr ex- 
penditures, and to redeem the Treasury notes whieh have 
been or may be hereafter issued, it will’be “full as much as 
can be reasonably anticipated.” ant Sata Rou È 

And, again, in the same report, speaking of the’ probable 
time for redemption of this paper, he says: J eee ia 

“fhe Treasury notes required for the service of 1838 and 
1889 will only be issued to digcharge claime.as the money may 
be wanted; ard any surplus which may. accrue in 1840 ‘and 
1841 willbe immediately applied tn their redemption.” ` `, 

What broad admissions have we here, sustained, too, as they 

` are made, by facts: and:reasoning in the report, in: opposition to 
Confident declarations thrown out.inithe debate! Lét the ho- 
norable chairman reconcile themi if he can; What,. then, are 
the facts? - Why,that fortwo years, at least; yet'to come, were 
the Treasury free from debt, the revenue would not -be “equal 
to the wants‘of Government.” © And ‘with this’ burden -of ten 
millions of ‘debt in Treasury gotes; to be ‘redeemied, dt will, un- 
der.chée ‘mot: favorable. circumstances, ‘require: four years; at 
deast, ta effect iy and meerordinary demands at the -Bathe time, 
-The years 1840 and 1841 aré presented aa the earliest period at 
which any surplus can be spared, to begin the final redemption 
of the Treasury notes. , 

But, sir, without this authority from the committee, we have 
enough in the report of the Secretary himself, communicated to 
this House but two days ago, to satisfy us that the Treasury is 
in no condition, from resources ordinary or axtradrdinary, to 
provide for this debt at any time carlier than that indicated in the 
report. i 

Je tells us that, on the day his letter is dated, the whole 
money in the Treasury available for use but little exceeded 
$309,000, and of the ten millions of paper authorized to be is- 

i sued in October Jast, the whole had been used. except about. 
i $200,000, making, for available means on°hand; notsix hun- 
dred thousand dollars, with: nearly four: millions and a-hatf of 


| Yreasary paper yet unredeemed. an wed bt 

| "That, during the present year, the revenue had been paidin ‘ 
Treasury note tosuch an extent that only about one-fourth 
ofa million monthly had been received from it in money, sò as 
toassist indischargiag the current expenditures,” while they 
(the expenditures) had, on an average, for the current year, 
been over two millions monthly, and, in April, nearly. three 
millions. . 

„And, looking forward, he further says, “as more than’ four 
‘ millions ofthe Treasury notes are still ontetanding, and the 
| banks generally have pot yet resumed specie payments, it 
i is probable that a great part of the revenue: Will, forsome time 
to cume, be paid i2 a similar manner ” A 
|! What, then, have we before us, in all these facts, to jnstify the 
| belief that-this ‘Preasury issue is only wanted to anticipate, for 
į afew months, the extraordinary resources of the year, to arise 
from the bank debts and the merchants’ bands? 

A rough estimate, based upon these data, will be accurate 
enough atleast to illustrate the view I am now presenting. 
First, then, - i k 
The expenditures tobe provided for to the end ofthe currént | 

year, being seven and a half months, at $2,500,000 per month, 


i Leaves a deficit! of nesrly ten mullions of dollars to be filled up 
thy the new Treasury paper. So that, atthe eud of the year, 
and under the most favorabie circumstances, we shall be just 
where the report of ths committee has placed us, with no sur. 
| plus on hand, and this Treasury. debt unredeemed. And . for 
| this prospective view, } have again the full authority of the 
Secretary himself; for in the same letter of the 10th of May,-he 
says: : 

By the seasonable adaption of either of there measures,” 
(authority io reissue the old ‘Treasury notes, or ah issue of naw 
oneg) “all anticipated embarrassments during Tes can prota: 
dly be obviated; for, in that event, no. provision of additional 
means io meci the expenditures of the year will be necearary 
hereafter, unless, before the close of the session, it shall appear 
that new appropriations have been made, or are likely to be 
made, exceeding the estimates submitted by the Department in 


| about the Secretary's estimate, equalto ~ - $18,750,000 
| _ Our resources are— 

i Cash revenue, at $250,000 per month, for same 

t time - e š - * $1,875,000 

| Extraordinary receipts of the year from > 

| banks and merchants’ bonds 7,000,000 

j —~——" 8 875,000 
i $9,875,000 
i 

i 

i 

i 


| December iast, by several millions, or that the revenge wil be | 


materially less.” é os 7 
Against this reasoning of the committee, thën, and these’ facts 
of the Secretary, how vainand idle is it for gentlemen to declare 
soundly in debate that the exigency requiring ‘thle Treasury | 
issue will pass off with the year thar produced jt Ifthere be... < 
aay who believe it in trath; Fean only say their credulity jp far = 
gteater ihan mine, ‘Weare told, however by aw honorable 
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member from South Caroliaa, (Mr. Rusr,jthatit is monstrous 
weadvorate a loan, for that would be the creation of a national 
Godt, & thing in.every way to be. abhorred, Sir, have l under- 
stood that gentleman aright? In his reply to his codeague, {Mr. 
Txompson,] whodenounced this Treasury issue as unconstita. 
donak did E not understand him.to vindicate at on the single 
gcound that i was.but a. loan in another form? . That tbe Con- 
stitution gave full power to barrow money, and tis was one 
and alegijimate mode of exercising that powert. 

(Mr. Ruerr here interposed, and was understuod to say that by 
a national debt he neant a permianentdebt} 

Mc. Masos resumed, A permanent. debt, sirt What. does 

the honorable geatetnan mean by that distinction? ‘The dest 
itself is in faci, already created, and its permanency depends 
altogether upon the time within which you cau redeern or pay 
itait What is the honorable gentieman’s idea of permane cy? 
This dust was authorized under the law of October last. It has 
been already fully incurred by an issue of the whole ten mil 
lions. Nearly one-half of it is yet anpaid, and we are now asked 
to have the loan renewed by another issue of the same amount 
T: is in proof, by facts and reasoning from the highest sources, 
that it cannot be cancelled for four years to cone, if, indeed. it 
require nota longer time. What then are we to do? Why, 
when we retura here in December, continue the loan for half 
a year more hy a new issue oy Treasury notes, and so on from 
time to time, until the revenuc is adequate to afford a sufficient 
surplus beyond expendture to wipe itof. Are wa thea to be 
frightened by shadows; by this spectre of a public debt; when 
we have it before us already actually incurred, fixed. upon the 
Treasury beyond retrieve? . No, sir; I, for one, ain for meeting 
ìt boldly and aboveboard. T'he Government owes the money, 
and must have it. E would have them to go abroad, like meu 
of character and creditin private life, who manage their afliirs 
with econemy and thrift, and borrow the money in open mar- 
ket upon the best ternis it can be had; and not, like mendicants, 
borrowing at disadvantaga, from day to day, or from half year 
to half year, inthe vain hope of keeping their necessities out 
of view. This sir, 1 regard-aa tne wue and boaeat policy; it ix 
the only end at which I aim in my opposition to this bil Tt is 
due from us to the people we represent, upon whom the bur- 
den faile, that we ehould borrow the money upon best termy to 
be had, by extending the lvan to a period. when we expect to 
pay, and not to increase the cost by a series of short and delu- 
sive credits. ee 
For the. present exigency, and. to meet- the immediate de 

mand, I have no @bjection toa limiled.extension of this Treasu- 
ry issue; and. for that purpose, when the ‘proper. time. shall 
came, I inay ofrio amend this bill, But, regarding this debt 
as fixed and. inévitable- for atleast four yearato come, am for 
meeting it.atonce by a loan for that perio, at-the-luwest rate of 
interest, and to have'dono with this-wreiched snbstivate of short 
credits, at high rates, upon depreciated paper. 

A few words more, sir, in reply to what fell from the honora- 
Lle member from South Carolina, (Mr. Raere, J and I will pass 
ta anather part of this question. Th advocatiug thie bill, Iun- 
derstood him to say that it had been the invariab'e practice of 
the Government to raise money by an issue of ‘Treasury paper 

‘fn preference to aloan, whenever the condition of the revenue 
required an extraordinary supply. Sir, the honorable member 
is entirely mistaken... The facts are historically against him. t 
have shown already that it was first introduced by Mr. Gallatin, 
in aidof a loan; that it was not even proposed unfil Joan Trad 
been tried, and had failed; angat last was conceived and recom- 
mended exclusively as a subsidiary, and. in no sense as apy i- 
mary measure of aupply; that in ISt, hough recommended by 
Mr. Bppes as a medium afcireulation, to reston a Junded devt, 
Mi. Dallas denounced kas “an expensive and préecariuus. sub 
stitute.” And L have now to state, in addition, that Mr. Craw- 
ford, then Secrotary of the Treasury, in estimating the supplier 
fur 1820, recommended.that a deficiency shown to exist suould 
obe niet by a loan in preference to an isato of Treasury nutes, 
and a loan of two. millions, tbe amount required, was ordered 
accordingly. * g à 

The facts, then, being against him as to the practice of the 
Government, I submit te the honorable gentleman on which side 
is the weight of authority? 

Gut, sir, thosame gentleman, in the excess of his zeal in favor 
ofthis moat expensive use of public credit, talks of a loan as 
bringing the Government to the feet of (he moneyed power in 
the country, i f 7 duets oe 
_ L would respectfully ask, what is the moneyed power in this 
country, of which he has sv hay a horrort Does he mean, by 
the moneyed powor those men, dispersed every where through 
the country, wha, hy patient toil and cagal life, have become 
the artificers of their own fortunes? or those in our commercial 
cities, who have amassed wealth in the more hazardous but not 
less laborious pursuits of trade? fags? Eus 

Such menas those (anl amongst my own cons:ituents we 
have many of the clasg firet enumerated) are always of the 
most exemplary life, and will yeld to none in every virtue that 
dignifies the man, or cnuobles the’ ae But what is the 
moneyed power thus stigmatiged in tbis Hall by the honorabto 
member?) There. is certainly none such. known ‘to our laws, 
our institutions, or our usages. Wo lave, no reparate classes, 
created by law, and set apart as the hereditary possessore ot 
wealth, ‘rank, or priviloges of any kind, The protection of law 
ig extended toal indifferently alike, whether fa the acquisition 
of property, or ite protection afterwards. 3 

I cannót see, therċfore, the force of such allusions, unless this 

„Chimerg of a moneyed power is placed before ua in some om- 
_ bodied form; intelligible ty reason, at least, if not tangible të tho 

Again, gly, we have from the honorable mamber a like wild 
“denunciation of thè. baiking interest, and ate toll that the true 


denu 


*inoe the foregoing. wag delivered; in looking at the. report 
of the Gommittes of: Ways and. Means forthat” year, (1820.).at 
theihead ofwhich: wasa; most: distinguished statesman. from 

-Sonth Catoling, [Mr Lowndes}: it is- found-that. he recom- 
~anerided) wath: MrvGallatin, a loancin preference. to. an: issue of 
“Treabury motes: : Phe following is quoted from his report: 

“br appeatiig! (0. yout committee inexpedient to “resort” to 


‘Treasury otes, anti Jt being ifvipracticabie Gro objections ex- 

“tated agai option of stich t conres) twearty tnto’s ffecc 
“aay stern: duties itr imeto treat the deficit of the pre- 
gent y ily to “choose betw 


BE | 
id en decidedly bet. | 


omenvel u 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Legare. 


quesiion upon ihis bill is whether che: Government shall be 
made subordinate to the banks, and compelled to afford them 
its ered. Is this, then the moseyed power which is sô ob- 
nexi to the fervid ¢ of the honorable member? 

for a moment what these bal 
icn of the cows 


if it be, ist us iugi 
thus beld up to 


K) 


terali rule. se 
domestic insin 
their laws, fos 
thority alune? 
gentem: 

iis He 


sustalped 


yand 
ished in 


cher 


tion npon 


ien, are they arraigned here? Will the 
t for ary power on this 
f st T should be starded, 
a any @uarter, but more es- 
R Comes 
that their existence is in- 
atro! over the whole finan- 
people, to be exerci 
i of a gi 
hat they present go lor- 
deral usurpation. F rejo 
ed onthe soil of every 
alts aud State supremacy 


consistent ¥ 
cial cance 
tral autboriiy, thron 
bank? Ffit ve so, sir dor one, I 
midable an obstacle in the wa 
that they are to | 
Brate, like bilwa 


against the age t al power. A 
Bat Lrespectfaiy wil pim, gud those who would act with bim 
here ii forcing through this great Treasury device, tbat their 


have 


oy 
go. 


witheres io the bad: the measure was too strong for 
The people, sir, have frowned itdown. Their intelli- 
gence saw iu it the creation ofan actual money power, backed 
hy the whole revenue and patronage of ihe Government—a 
power unknown to the Consutution, and of the most dangerous 
and corrupting tendenci 

Yes, sir, this whote "Ere 
branch of this Leaistature it 
friends. Here, f tanibly pre 


a, 


iry scheme is dead. Inthe other 
H to pieces in the handy of itsown 
ict, coma up when jt may, i can 
have no better fate; and in the history of its defeat I am cheered 
and solaced to trace a siznal and glorieus triumph of the people, 
asserting ihe supremacy of their State acithorities. 

But, sir, in further disparagement of these Btate institutions, 
we are wld by the honorable gentleman that the banks sought 
this alliance with the Federal Government, and now clamor at 
its continuance, 

Whats authority has he.for this? 
not know thatthe facts are direetiy 
tortious that. every connection which has existed betwee the 
Government and the banks.. whether State o National, has 
boen of its own seeking? Whenever it has granted a charier, 
has not the Goverment of its own will made itself a stock- 
holder, antretained a large share ia the administration of its 
aflairs? But the gensloman’s. allusion was mere immediately 
to the tate coanection-between une Government -and the State. 
banka: and here the contradiction is even more striking. and re- 
maykabl-. These institutions, crea: 
tie purposes, we 
allotted then, wi 
tempel Mean toh 
public money. Ye 


On the contrary, does he 
iy against him? fs it not no 


ariy on in the domestic ‘sphere’ 
fovermnent sought them out and 
uy ot holding and disbursing the 
a il home, by a special 
agent sent from this city to visit thon in the States, and regoti- 
wo whh them to become the public depositories, Se fay is it 
from being (rue that the banks sought the alliance, the thot is, 
that many declined che proier when made to them by the Go- 
vernment. Pknow that one bank, atleast, of the few in my 
own Butte, dtd decline its aad L bave been told that others did 


ew York, here rose and stated that the pub- 
hed by soto of the banks in that city, 


lie dey ies were dd 
when tendered by ul verminent. 

My. Raste answercd that, though refused by some, they were 
SOUTH by some tu the most sy cophantic manner. } 

My. Mason raannied: H is no part of my purpase, sir, to 
enter npon a vindication of the banka. I seek only to show the 
very factsot tie ease, that the pubic may form an enlighten- 
ed judgment, [ again repeat chat this “alliance,” as.it is 
termel by Ube honorable member, was of the Government's 
own kiug. They devised and planned, and uldimately 

ceened, the measure, the benks assenting only to their over- 
Nor is the position at all shak ithauzh it be chown 
ty after (he connection was thas formed with as many banks 
as thought Neceswury, it was sought by others ia an un- 
worthy tranner, 

Where equally, si 
Chamor has been 


is the honorabl: member's proof that a 
e Government by the banks 
since this connect anel? 'Thosu who seek to 
fasten this sub 'truasury (or as 1 consider in this Treasury 
bank) upon the comnmianity have been clamorous enough 
against the banks, Heaven koows. E tas honorable mem- 
ber himself while disclaiming all hostilicy to them in one 
h, has spoken of them ta another asa set of sharpers, Shy- 

PRS, avd Money-dealers, seeking to usnrp the high places of 
Government. But Lam yo: co hear the first word of com. 
plenty even, fom them against the Government. 

We. have-no petition, ne remonstrance, no. statement of 
erievancea of any kind foim them, er from any in theit hehalf. 
They have never come up here in any form, save when they are 
dragg-d into the arena for political purposes, as we have this 
day witnessed, by the honorable moniber from South Carolina, 

-No, sir the hanks are silent. ‘They remain where the Go- 


verament found and left hem—at home, ‘in their appropriate © 


duties. Nor is there, i apprehend, a single member inthis 
House, or a éingle document an ite fies, from: which we could 
learn whether the banks would or would not reassume their late 
engagement; if the Government were again to propose it lo- 
morrow. + a 

Leaning, as they co, altogether upon. Stats authority, they aro 
just as independent of ue as we are of them. 0% 


4 bave thought it my: duty, sit, tosay thus much on the sub- : 
ject of the State banks, from no purpose of vindicating them, - 
but ta expose, irits true and proper light, the relations lately ` 


subsisting between the Goverment ani these institutions; and 
-having.so said. Ewillouly add, that, tov ene, Dtelieve itis notio 
the intereator either ofthe parties that ihe connection should he 
yenswed, on sho terms ani t the extent of that recently dis- 
solved. Althougizwell satisfied that the agency o these jistity- 
aris is the best within cur reach for the custody and disburse- 
puntis money, yet tharagency ovght to he coupled 
est delle vet Well may, wih a restricted uss by Governmegt of 
the-cbank: paper; Soundertion w systeny. of periodical -setttestent 
witvthe:banke, ond:periodical conversion ‘of their! 
ccolnpand the ‘pe and disbursement of this laat“miay ‘bé ef- 
fectually and simply provided by special deposite in their 


nl by the States for domes. 


paper into |] “TheTiouse-having!aga 


H. of Reps. 


vaults. When the properime comes, should none otherido so, 
I may preaeat a bill having these ends in view. oN 

Having thus shown, as I humbly submit has appeared in 
proof, thatthisdebt already created cannot be paid. off from 
the accruing rerenue ina shorter period than four years; that 
the money can be raised by a loanin open market, on terms far 
better than by periodical emissions uf Treasury paper; and that, 
however amid the distresses of war, and struggling under im- 
paired credit, the Government at one period was driven to this 
resort, the opinion of our best and ablest financiers has con- 
demned the practice. it becomes the more remarkable that this 
measure, to the exclusion of any other, should now be pressed 
upon us with the zeal and pertinacity amounting to actual in- 
tolerance which has distinguished its advocates. 

fn this view I cannot but consider that it is treated by them as 
‘part and parcei of that great Treasury machinery already ad- 
verted to, which has been given to the country at various times 
under the imposing names of the divorce bill, the reform bill, 
and, last, the Independent Treasury. 

We know that Government paper was looked to as a favo- 
vite auxihary by the original founder and chief propagandist 
of the new school of finance; and ia looking back to the report 
of the Secretary at the special session, we find that he, in re- 
commending a Treasury issue then, had far other views in its 
favor than the single and legitimate one of supplying the Tréa- 
sury with means. 

Alter asking authority to issue Treasury notes, coupled with 
4 puwer to investany occasional surpluses in the Treasury in 
§ ato stocks, and toselisuch invesunents when the Treasury 
was low, he adde; d 

“An addition consideration in favor of these measures is, 
that since the payment of the public debt, which absorbed 
any occasional surplus of receipia, it is impossible. according to 
the views expressed in some previous reports from the under- 
signed, that, with sources of revenue so fluctuating as ours, and 
so ‘dependant on commercial prosperity, any fiscal operations 
should be long continued with ease, vigor, and uniformity, 
without some auch REGULATION ag a power to issue and ro- 
deem Treasury notes, or to invest and sell the investment of 
surpluses. ”? 

Now, sir, the power to deal at the Treasury in the State 
stocks, to raise or depress them in the market, either as the will 
of the Secretary or the wants of the Treasury might prompt, 
is one that few will be found to advocate. It has certainly 
received but litte countenance, s9 far, from any quarter; and 
our Committee.of Ways and Means has given it but slight en- 
couragement in their report to thig session. Failing in this, the 
alternative “regulation,” which the Secretary asks, is a perma 
nent authority at his will to “issue ard redeem Treasury noted.’? 
Sir, I have a right to call it a permanent authority, becanse its 
prescribed function is that of regulation, And ne power can 
regulate a thing that is not permanent and abiding. 

Now, sir, I ask, where is the constitutional sanction for this 
“regulation?” This permanent authority to “issue and redeem 


- Treasury notes” either in “anticipation of the accruing reve- 


nue,” or to meet “occasional emergencies,” as the Secretar 
expresses it?) The power to levy money is, by the Consti- 
tation, given to Congrese, andto Congress alone. ‘Its wardeare : 

“The Congress shall-have power to lay and collect (axes, 
duties, imposts, and excises,” &c. and “to borrow money on 
the credit of the United Bates”? % 

The poweris here given exclusively; none otber ihan Con- 
gress itself can borrow money on the credit of the United States. 
This power is the most important one granted; and it is dele- 


gated ia the most special and circumserihed marrer. A part 
of the trust is, the amount of revenue to be raised, but it is a 


pari oniy; another and equally important pertion is, the mode 
of doing it, whether by taxation or loan. Neither the one por- 
tion of this trust more than the other can be delegated by those 
to whom it is confided. The Secretary recommends that this 
power be delegated to him, that he be authorized 10 “borrow on 
the credit of ihe United States,” by a Treasury issue, whenever 
he may judge it expedient, either m anticipation of taxes levied, 
or to meet “occasional emergencies.” 

Our revenue ie derived altogether from imports and sales of 
public land. What these will amount lo ftom year to year, 
and whether equal to the authorized expenditure, is necessarily 
conjectural, If they be not, ifin any one year the revenue falia 
short of the estimate, it is the duty of Congress alone to decide 
whether é¢ shall be augmented or the expenditure cut down: 
and if augmented, wheiher by new taxes or by loan of money, 
Congress is to cecide, when the exigency arises. Tt is the ap- 
propriate duty of the immediate representatives af the people 
for the time being, and they cannot delegate the whole trust or 
any part of it 

For my own part, sir, I wish to see our financial affairs con- 
ducted as they have always heretofore been, without the aidof 
any of this new machinery, either of Sub-Treasuries or Trea- 
sury “regulators.” I wish the revenue to flow into the Tren- 
sury fromsources Open and tangible to pornlar inquiry; and 
Whenever a deficit occurs, Tet it be promu gated and its causes 
traced, that, if necessary, a proper corrective may bo applied, 
and in the mean time the deficiency made good by a special law, 
to “originate in the House ‘of Reprerentatives,” as the Consti- 
tution requires, I want no other “regulator” in the Tréagury 
than an able officer ai tts head, one who shal! manage its af- 
fairs under the existing laws with intelligence, forecast, and 
gond sense. : aN igre 

F have thus, sir, attempted to lay before you the reasons which. 
compeline to differ with those who advocate this Tressnry issue; 
they have been’ given ‘with the ferdom and iridependdids due 
to the occasion, and, I will add, under ‘sonie provecdtiah trom 
the intolerant spirit evinced by those who have beeh'its tham- 
pions on this floor. Š 3 E P ER 

I shall vote for such amendment as May bë Offered; limiting 
the issue to the immediate and pressing demands pon the Trea- 
stry; and fora continuance of the debt Wy épen ivan, vnt? the 
revenue is adequate to wipe it off. Should'such an amendment, 


“however, not prevail. must bow'to thé decision of the Houge, 


and take the bill ax it is; the alternative being to leave the Go. 
vernment without means. - to ` 


SPEECH OF MR, LEGARE, 
o Qr Sours Canora, $ 
in the House of Represstitatives, October 13, 1387—0n the 
j Soa sicn: SuaDreastipy bilh oo ad 
gain resolved itself mto a Committss-of 
the Whole on the bill “imposingadditional dities,.as, Caposita. 
ries in certain cases, on public officers,” -` 
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Mr. LEGARE addressed the committee, in substance, as 
follows: 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not know how I can more appropriate- 
Jy begin the remarks Lar about to make than in.the very words 
with which a most able English writer addressed himself to 
the cause and character of the recent crisis. The events [gays 
Mc, Samuel Jones Lioyd, in a pamphlet published last spring} 
which have occurred, in connection with the late pressure, up- 
ou the moneyed and mercantile interests, are full of instructive 
illustrations of the effects, both beneficial and otherwise, of our 

resent system, and the evil consequences of this pressure will 

e as nothing compared with its benefits, if amongst these we 
shall he enabled tu reckon an increased degree of intelligence 
upon subjects connected with currency, and a nearer approxi- 
mation to sound principles in the management of our paper is- 
sues. The revulsion, it is true, has been far more disastrouson 
this side of the Atlantic than in Engiand; and yet even at its 
darkest period—now, as I confidently believe, passed away to 

ive place to returning prosperity—I found consolation in the 
idea, that dearly as we were buying our experience in. this im- 
portant matter, the price would not be too high for the benefits 
we should ultimately derive from our reverses. A national vi- 
sitation ought to ve consideredas a great providential lesson. 
It teaches the most momentous truths, and it teaches them in 
tae most impressive manner, and what we have recently seen 
and felt will dispose us--if any thing can dispose us—to look 
the difficulties, with which this subject is surrounded, fairly in 
the face. s 

Sir, it čs surrounded with difficulties. ° Even in England, as 
you perceive from the citation I have just made, they are felt 
an.i acknowledged by the most able men. | Ihave upon my 
desk many other proofs of the same fact. They abound, for in- 
stance, in the minutes of evidence taken before the committee 
of the House of Commons on the renewal, of the charter of the 
Bank of England, in 1832.. You will tind there that while high 
authorities” agree in thinking that there sheuld be but one Bank 
of issue for the capital, at least, if not for the whole country, 
the representatives of the great commercial and manufacturi: g 
interests, on the contrary, protest against the continuance of a 
inenopoly to which they impute the most sinister influences 
over their immense busmess,t and demand a system of joint- 
stock banks, regulated by principles more. agreeable, as’ they 
contend, to the course and policy of trade. “A third party in- 
sists upon the necessity of compelling all banks of issue to give 
adequate security to the public (in Government stock, &«.) for 
the redemption of their issues,t while every stockholder or 
partner shall continue to be, as at present, responsible for all 
the debts of the company to the whole amount of his private 
fortune. A fourth (and í have just received from London a lit- 
tle volume in which that epinion is most plausibly maintained) 
urges the most unlimited freedom in banking, and sees no more 
danger to society from perfect liberty in this than in any other 
branch of business, the supplying, forexample, the market of 
a great capital with the necessaries of life.§ In this complexity 
and distraction of English opinion upon this subject, however, 
all parties agree in one thing, and that is, in adhering to the .pa- 
per system. Nobody there thinks of any thing so ‘extravagant 


as the overthrow of that system, whatever defects may be seen - 


or supposed to exist in it, or whatever projects may have been 
imagined te purity, to correct, and to improve it. 

Bavif euch is the state of English opinion in regard to this 
subject, how must.it be with ua, when to all the intrinsic dificul- 
ties of the thing itself we add those arising out of the complicated 
steucture of our political institutions? It would be hard enough 
to say whatought to be done, in the present emergency, were 
this a simple consolidated Government; but how much harder is 
it to advise the administration ofa federal Government as to the 
course it ought. to pursue, where one happens to doubt its pos- 
sessing ali the power necessary togive complete relief, withoat a 
co-operation of others, For, sir, at the risk of being set down in 
that category of Rag Aen ner of whom the gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Wm. Cost Jounson,} in a very amusing 
Speech, in the course of which, however, he uttered some grave 
and important truths, spoke last night with such profound con- 
tempt, I must confess I agree with the Executive in the gene- 
ral principles of constitutional law involved inthe message. 
In the division of the attributes of sovereignty between this Go- 
vernment and the States, it may and must happen that we 
should experience sometimes a chasm, and sometimes a con- 
flict of powers. More is taken from the States, perhaps, than 
has been given to the Confederacy; neither can do enough, 
while each can do too much, for perfect harmony; defects, dis- 
crepancies, and contradictions, exist in the scheme itself, de- 
tected only in along course of practice, and which nothing but 
practical skill, the wisdom called for and called forth in the ma- 
nagement of great affairs, especially political affairs, can recon- 
cile and rectify. Undoubtedly, the task is an immensely difi- 
culs one—but it must be undertaken, and it must be done. The 
subject before the committee 1s an example of the high and dif- 
ficult duties I refer to, nor can I imagine an occasion better 
fitted than this to awaken the House to a lively sense of its infi- 
nite responsibilities to the country. 

Judge then, sir, with what deep disappointment and regret I 
learned that the billon the table was to ke pressed upon us at 
this short session. It is quite enough for me that it proposes a 
great innovation upon the whole course of the Government, 
from its foundation up to the present moment, and upon all the 
habits of our people. They who see deeper or clearer into 
such matters than Ido, must pardoa me for declaring tha: I 
cannot conscientiously vote for the measure in such hasie. If 
I had no positive objections to it, it would be quite enough for 
me that | have not had sufficient time to reflect on it, During 
this extraordinary session, (for so it has been in every sense of 
the word,) fitigued, harassed, exhausted, by incessant auen- 
dance, by night and by day, in this hall, it has not been in my 
power to inform myselfon any subject as I could have wished 
të be ableto do. Ihave had absolutely no time for minute re- 
search, hardly a few hours for calm: reflection. Under such 
circumstances, | cannot yote forthe bill. I must go home to 


* Messrs. Horsely Palmer, Tooke, Rothachild, é&c. 

t Messrs. Burt, Smith, and Dyer. of Manchesier. It is worthy 
to remark, that these remonsirances were admitted to he well 
founded by the change -which, in consequence of them, was 
made is the law, in reference w joint stock banks beyond sixty- 
Sve miles irom London. 

+ Measrs. Ricardo, McCulloch, Norton, (the last in Minuics, 
&c. just cited.) à 

$ Money and ita vicissitudes in-value, by the author of the 
Rationale of Political Representation, and Critical Dissertation 
an Value, &. (Mr. Francis Bailey.) $ > 
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my constituentsand talk with them. Many, perhaps most of 
them, understand these matters better than Ido; bat when I 
left them. although this subject had been discussed, and ably 
discussed, here and there, hy an individual or two, public at- 
tention had not been awakened to it; and nothing like an opi- 
union, certainly no opinion favorable to the principle of the bill, 
had been formed in regard to it. 

And here, sir, I might take my seat again, if I had risen only 
to explain my vote, or to influence those of others, on the pro- 
prosed measure. But the true issue seems to me very far to 
transcend, in importance, that single measure, important as it 
unquestionably is. It involves, in my opinion, ihe whole credit 
system of the country. Ido not say that the bill on yuur table 
presents that issue—still Jess that the Execulive message pre- 
sented it, or propounded any principle or opinion that should 
lead toit. Bat noone who has watched the progress of this 
discussion in this House or in the Senate, in or outof. this Capi- 
tol, will deny thatit must soon come to that. Sir, if there is 
any truth atall in what has been urged with great ability, and all 
the zeal, I had almost said the fanaticism, of the deepest con- 
viction, by men aceustomed to influence, nay, even to control, 
public opinion in different parts of this country; if they have 
any idea of rigorously carrying out the principles they profess, 
to their logieal consequences, in practice; if what they say in 
the’ highest places, on the most solemn occasions, is not such 
idle declamation as such men are not to be suspected of, they 
mean that, and nothing short of that. Doctrines have been 
uttered with all the authority which can be imparted to para- 
dox from talent ripened by experience, which seem to me in- 
consistent with the Constitution not only of American, but of 
all modern society, with its whole spirit and tendency, with all 
its wants, and all its ways. Ihave sometimes, in the course of 
the debates, looked around me to see where I really was; 
whether theshade of some old lawgiver, some Minos or Lycur. 
gus, had not been evoked, to bring a degenerate age back to the 
stern principles of Dorian polity, toan Agrarian equality of 
property, to ron money and black broth; or else, if it were not 
the spiritef Benedict or Bernard returned to the holy solitudes 
of Monte Casino, or Cluni, or Citeaux, to preach toa world tost 
in vanity or pleasure the blessings of poverty and mortifications 
of the flesh. Now, sir. it may be true that luxury, accordin, 
to the old saw,is the rnin of States, and that sumptuary an 
Agrarian lawsare neeessary Lo maintain your true Spartan dis- 
cipline. But I am excessively disinclined to try any euch ex- 
periment upon my constituents; at least without receiving an 
express instruction to that effect trom them. 1am afraid they 
have no taste for black broth, that Spartan discipline will be 
irksome, and even revolting to them. In short, sir, [have rea 
son to believe that, without being as deeply imbued, perhaps, 
as other people are with the spiritof the age, they do still par- 
take too mach of it to be willing to forego the many agreeable 
objects that principally engage and excite it. 

ir, 1 am far from denying that, in the eyes of a stern re- 
former, with opinions of a certain complexion, this generation 
is a perverse and crooked one. We love money, T admit, as 
much as men ever did—certainly as much as they did in the 
Augustan age, nearly two thousand years ago. The committee 
will excuse my quoting a very common piece of Latin to prove 
it, after the example of other gentlemen in this debate. 


_ Quærenda pecunia primum est; 
Virtus post nummos—Hæc Janus summus ab imo 
Prodocet. 


Make money by all means, and before all things. Washing- 
ton street certifies it to Wall street, and Wall street declares it 
to Broadway, and Broadway proclaims it to Chesnut street, and 
Chesnut street publishes it to the whole country. We have the 
same strong thirst for gold which has dnhappily afflicted man- 
kind in other times, and especially in very civilized ages; and 
the only diftrence is, that we have learned how t acquire, by 
honest means, a thousand times more of it. 1 will add, how- 
ever, in justice to the age, that it has made a great discovery in 
social philosophy, We have found out that what I would call 
physical civilzation—a demand for the conveniences and ac- 
commodations of life, and an abundant supply of them—is and 
must be the basis of all other civilization that is intended to be 
high, solid, and lasting. Every rea} improvement in the candi- 
tion of mankind springs out of, or leads to, the elevating of the 
standard of comfort among a people. Sir, this is the grand 
work—the mission—of modern commerce, which, in my opi- 
nion, is just beginning to develope its mighty resources—to pour 
out the mexhaustible fulness of its treasures and its blessings. 
A great revolution is taking place—has taken place in human 
affairs. Waris every day becoming a more and more remote 
contingency. Ido not say an impossibility. I know human 
nature too well for that. Fam fully aware, too, how many dis- 
uirbing causes, growing out of the history of the past, still ex- 
ist to prevent the realizing, all at once, of the grcat end of 
Christian civilization, the dream ef Henry IV, and of Sully— 
the union of all nationsin a state of peace under the protection 
of law. I know, especially, what is to be dreaded in this re- 
spect, from that dark power that hovers over the confines of 
Europe and Asia, and throws its vast shadow over both. But 
during my last residence of four years abroad, I saw sufficient 
grounds of quarrel, to have led, under the old order of things, 
to twenty wars, as spreading and bloody as the thirty years’ 
war, or the seven years’ war; and yet these threatening dif. 
ferences passed harmlessly away, cloud after cloud dissolved 
as they rose above the hor'zon, leaving the sky more serene 
than before. Sir, it is a favorite phrase of those who boast of 
what is called the “march of intellect,” that things are thus 
changed because the “schoolmaster is abroad.” But, I tell you 
that something far more effective than the schoolmaster, a 
mightier than Solomon, is abroad. tt is the steam-engine, in 
its twofold capacity of a means of production and a means of 
transport; the most powerful instrument, by far, of pacifica- 
tion and commerce, and, therefore, of improvement and happi- 
ness, that the world has ever seen; which, while it increases 
capital, and multipiies beyond all imagination the products of 
industry, brings the most distant people into contact with one 
another; breaks down the barriers which exclusive legislation 
would oppose to the freedom of mercantile exchanges; effaces 
all peculiarities of national character, and promises, at no cis- 
tant period, to make the whole Christian world. at least, one 
great family. Sir. the social effects of this great instrument of 
moder: impravemernt have been singdlarly promoted by a 
branch of indusiry is which the part of the conntry I have the 
honor to represent is most deeply interested; and I will avail my- 
self of this occasion to call the attention of the committee to a 
view ofour Southern institutions, that may not have occurred-to 
itbefore, er made the impression it ought to make upon them, I 
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- the earth in opulence and splendor: 


thi 


beg you, sir, to-believe that Tdo not pesk in what: is éalled*a 
“sectional” spirit, for I pretest: before God that nothing can be 
further from my heart. But letnot those whose minds have been 
recently so much inflamed against what they consideras thé'abo- 
mination of domestic servitude, shut their eyes to thetrath, Sir, 


` Tallude to the cultivation of cotton, and its‘effecis, through 
- the increase of commerce it fosters, uponthe ‘condition of s0- 


ciety. Whoever shall write the political history: of thet’ inva- 
luable plant will have a more important work t- perform.than 
has ever fallen to the lot of a biographer “of statesmen | or phi- 
losophers. Iwill venture to say, without going more. into. de- 
tails, that the single circumstance. of bringing. thé: wonderfully 
cheap fabrics produced by modern machinery, within the reach 
of even the humblest ef the laboring classes, of sabsitutng 
decent and comfortable raiment for the ‘few scanty and “filthy 
rags—the squalid exterior, which makes poverty not nly more 
painful, but atonce more humiliating and degrading to its vic- 
tim, and more disgustful to others than it ought to be, will signal. 
ly contribute to e:evate the condition. of the poor ‘inthe social 
scale; to raise their self esteem, and to Increase the sympathy of 
others for them-—in a word, to make them feel themselves men, 
entitled toa place among men ; nót pariahs and outcasts, whese 
contact is contamination. A people well clad and well housed will 
be sure to provide themselves with all the other comforts of lite; 
and itis the diffusion of these comforts, and the growing taste for 
them, among all classes of society in Europe; itis the desire 
of riches, as it is commonly called, that is gradually putung an 
end to the destructive and bloody game of war, and reserving 
all the resources hitherto wasted by it for enterprises of indus- 
try and commerce, prosecuted with the ‘fiery spirit which onte 
vented itself in scenes of peril and carnage. eee 

But, sir, the result of all this is that very inequality of 
wealth, that accumulation of vast masses of it in a tew hanis, 
against which we have heard so much said lately, as if it were 
something inconsis:ent with the liberties, the happiness, and 


.the moral and intellectua! improvement of mankind. Gigantic 


fortunes are acquired by a few years of protperous commerce; 
mechanics and manufacturers rival and surpass the princes of 
The face of Europe is 
changed by this active industry, working with such mighty” in- 
struments, on so great a scale. 1 have travelled in parts of the 
continent which the spirit of gain, with its usual concomitants, 
industry and imprevements, has invaded since the peace, at an 
interval cf fifteen years, and been struck with. the revolution 
that is goingon. There is a singularly beauifal though rather 
barren tract of country between Liege and Spa, where, in 1519, 
my attention had been principally attracted by the striking’ fea- 
tures of a mountainous region, with here and there a‘ ruin of 
the feudal past, and here and there a hovel of some, poor hind, 

the very haunt of the “Wild Boar of Ardennes,”* in the: goad 
old times of the House of Burgundy. I returned to it in 1835, 
and saw it covered with mills and factories, begrimmed with 
the smoke and sootef steam engines; its romantic beauty de- 
formed, its sylvan solitudes disturbed and desecrated by the 
sounds of active industry, and the busy hum ofmen {asked 
what had brought about so great a change, and found the author 
of it--a man, having a more numerous band of retainers and 
dependants than any baron bold of the 14th century, and in 
every respect more important than many of the sovereign 
priuces on the other side of the Rhine—was an English manu- 


facturer, who had established himself there some twenty years. 


ago, without much capital, and had effected all this by his in- 
dustry and enterprise. Sach, sir, is the spirit of the age; of 
course, in this young and wonderfully progressive country, it 
is more eager and ardent, and therefore occasionally extrava- 
gant, than any where else. But it is in vain tò ‘resist it; nay, I 
believe it worse than vain. itis evidently in the. order-of na- 
ture, and we must take it with all its good and all fe. evils to- 
gether. The great designs of Providence, in giving to the most 
active and enterprising of all races a new world tò possess, to 
build up and to adorn, are not to be thwarted by our policy, even 
if we thought it good policy to thwart them; all the insun ts of 
that race would revolt at asystem which would disappoint its, 
high destiny. x 

Mr. Chairman, I haye made these gencral remarks becauset, 
as you will have perceived, they have a direct and imporian! 
bearing upon the collateral issue presented by the advocates o- 
s bill, though not in the bill itself. as something to be accom, 
plished here :ftey. In a country so. much governed by opinion 
itis all-important that opinion should be enlightened; and errors 
uttered by distinguished men in high stations, aid surrounded 
with whatever talent can contribute to render them seductive 
andimposing, cannot, without public detriment, be suffered to 
pass unnoticed. On this cccasion, as l have already intimated, 
it is far Jess the measure proposed, than what F consider as (be 
quo animo of its advocates here and elsewhere, thet has excited 
my alarms and my opposition. But Ihave objections, which I 
will now proceed to state, to the policy of the bill itself. , 

There are two very distinct questions presented to the commit- 
tee. ‘The first is, shall the revenues be collected only in gold 
andsilver?) The second, how shall they, when collected, be kept 
and disbursed; shall Sub- Treasuries be established by the Go- 
verument, or shall banks be employed for that purpose. as here- 
tofore; and, if the latter course be preferred, then shall the banks 
be allowed the use of the public deposites, or shall epecial de- 
posites only be made with them? Jt is very evident that these 
propositions have no necessary connection with each other, 
and that either of them may be as proved or rejected by those 
who do not reject or approve the other. rete 

As to the collection of the revenue in specie, my ebjections 
are by no means so strong, or, I should say, co vehement how as 
they were at the opening of the session, when gold and silver 
weie selling at a premium of nine or ten per cent. PArt That time 
it appeared tome that such a measure would have been @ mere 
wanton actof oppression upon the people of the Statvs, for no 
earthly good purpose whatever. R would have been simply 
authorizing ‘usureré and money brokers to lay upon the im- 
porters, and through these upon the consumers of. foreign 
goods; that Is tə say, upon the public, and especially upon the 
planters of the South, a tariff of duties ina good: degree arbitra- 
ry, for their own benefit and that of the functionaries of the Go- 
vernment. Believing as 1 did and do, that the paper circulation 
of the country, from the great and sudden contraction-in, conae- 
auenceaf the panic, was rather too much reduced than recun- 
dant, I confess. as T sid on a former occasion, 1 eould nòt eee 
that justice, at least, tnai equity -and good consciente, made. it 
imperative upon ua to resort. to-go stern à measure; expecially 
as the idea of furnishing, by-that meang, a broader metallic ba- 


* See Quentin Durward. | 
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sis for our circulation had proved itselfto-our very senses to be 
completely: fallacious. e all now see that not a dollar col- 
tected by the Government and: disbursed by its creditors circu- 
lates for one moment as money, but is carefully hoarded and 
sold as merchandise; and that it will continue to be the case so 
long as, from any other causes whatever, exchanges shall be un- 
favorable to the country, is equally evident, 

Ladmit that since the fall of the: price of goid and silver to 
five per cent. this objection loses somewhat of its weight, but it 
loses none of its truth. Thesame taw of currency now. operates, 
though in a mitigated degree, te make it-an objectionable mea- 
sure to repeal the act of 1816, and so to discredit, ‘pro tanio, all 
bank notes in perpetuity. Yes, sir, to organize panie and per- 
petuate distrust, so far as your example has any weight. And 
why do so? “What apology have you to make for an act that 
certainly requires one? What public: occasion, ‘what pressing 
exigency requires it? The Message puts the subject, 1 admit, 
ina very specious‘and captivating form. It supposes the case 
ofa war; and the. Government to find its whole treasure suddenly 
turned into bank credits; and we are asked whethersuch a thing 
could be borne... But admit that, in the case of war, the Govern- 
ment would: Le driven to that and any other measure of equal, 
or even of greater severity. What thea? Does it follow that 
such asyatem should be unnecessarily adopted in time of peace? 
But the truth is that, even in time of war, it would make less 
difference to the Government than is generally supposed. Cer- 
tainly some of its operations, distant naval expeditions, and the 
like, would require gold and silver; anıl they must be had, at 
whatever pricz, from within or from abroad; but, after all, with 
such credit as that of the United. States now is, it is impossible- 
tu imagine that the nation should be embarrassed even for a 
single moment, by the failure of its banks to pay some millions 
in gold and silver. Look at England in the eventful period be- 

. tween the suspension of payment in 797, and the peace of 1815. 
T: ignow universally confessed that that measure, and that mea- 
sure alone, boldly empirical as 1t was once thought, enabled her 
to sustain the burdens of that terrible conflict, and to achieve a 
triumph worthy of her generous constancy. under misfortune. 
I do not, therefore, see how even the necessities of war would 
compel Government, abounding in such resources of public 
credit as no other Government ever enjoyed, to resort to a 
measure. so novel, so harsh, so inconsistent with the esta- 
blished order. of things in the country, and with all the habits of 
the people. 

But the great objection with me is that which appears from a 
passage quoted by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. GarLanp,} 
to have presented itself to Mr, Dallas, in 1815. You will do 
some harm by refusing bank paper. Considering how litle 
specie there has ever been in this country, you may, by requi» 
ring it to be paid to you in a large amount annualiy, make it 
always an article of merchandise; you will thus permanently 
discredi: bank notes, and render impossible the restoration of 
their convertibility. But that is not all: even should this mis- 
chief not ensue, you at least, by thus rejecting them to the whole 
extent of your transactions, abandon.the currency to ifs fate un- 
der.the administration of the States. You make no efforts, you 
exert no influence to maintain its purity and uniformity, by 
distinguishing. between corporations which redeem their notes, 
and those. which are notoriously insolvent. You proclaim your 
distrust of all of them alike—you write itin your statute book. 
However disastrous the condition. of the monetary concerns of 
the States may be, through want of skill or want of concert, you 
leave them to themselves, and that when, standing in the most 
intimate and the most commanding relation towarcs them all, 
you might, if you gave yourselves the least trouble about the 
matter, exercise a most salutary control over them, and remedy 
these great inconveniences for ibe benefit of us all. For, sir, it 
is not enough tosay you have no power, strictly so called, under 
the Constitution, te regulate the currency. I admit that you 
have none... Whatthen? Have you no énfluence—influen:eé of 
example, influence of precept, influence of authority, influence 
of patronage, influence of connection and custom in business, in. 
the use of these very deposites?t Has not the Constitution pro- 
vided that all defects in our institutions shall be corrected by 
amendments regularly recommended and intreduced; and is it 
not one of your duties so to recemmendand introduce them? 

Why do you not urge upon the States any reform you may 
judge necessary. in the matter? l appeal toevery one that hears 
me, what he should think of an individual, who, possessing 
immense influence in a community, with an income of many 
millions a year, should, in a time of trouble, coolly withdraw. 
himself from.society, and hoard hia money, like an usurerin a 
commercial panic, waiting until the extreme necessities of his 

: neighbors shall throw them upon his raercy? Is this the mo- 
rality we are caught in our private relations? Shall nothing be 
expected from him to whom so much has been given? Shall 
he hide his light under a bushel?’ Shall he bury his ten talents 
in the earth, and escape condemnation as an unprofitable ser- 
vant? And shall that be right in a Government, which, in a 
private person, shocks the moral sense of all mankind? Ina 

- Government standing towards the people of this country in 
relations so very peculiar! Sir, what answer would you have 
to give to the States, if, in a moment of public calamity like 
that which’ ig just passing away, feeling their distresses aggra- 
vated through your harsh exactions of what their people had not 
to give, appealiue in vain to you for succor or for counsel, they 
were to hold to you the language which indignation and asto- 
nishment would naturally inspire, under such extravrdinary cir- 
camstances? If they were to say to you, “We have dene ever 
thing to exalt and to.magnify yon; we. have ‘clothed you wit 
authority and awe; we have armed you with mighty powers, 
with the axes and faeces of supreme jurisdiction; we have sur- 
rounded you with all glorious equipage and pomp of empire, 
endowed you with a vast treasury, with fleets, armies, senates, 
judges, that palace, these gorgeous domes, this capttolium ful- 

‘ens -what fort That you should renounce ali community of 
fnterest, all sympathy with us? That there should be no ties 
of affection or of duty between us! that you should ostenta- 
tiously proclaim yourselves, as your worst enemies have some- 
times alleged that you are, a foreign Government in the midst 
of our country, and even wil] avail yourselves of a moment of 
cruel revulsion and calamity, to make us feel that you are sò in 
apirit add-in trath!? Sir, I do not know, I cannot conceive, 
haw socha Course should fajl to strike every body as a perver- 
gion af. al] the eternal obligations’ of, morality, which are and 
ought td be as binding upon communities as upon the indivi- 

‘Anais that compose. them; how gentlemen can, at such 
ment as the present, entertain, without emeton, the 
proposition that this Government should bury itself, like S: la. 
napalus; ina selfish repose, a degenerate and inglorious indif- 

ference to all the interests of the country; or, ifi can make suc 


a comparison without shocking them too much, that, like Ners, ` 


it should fiddle while Rome ts-burning: , , l 

Agrecing, then, sir, with the Executive in the principles laid 
down in the Message, I differ with it in the practical inference 
deducted from them. In‘ the division of power between the 
Government and the States, F think with it, that all that is 


„required te meet this emergency hae not been given to the for- 


mer, - But the inadequacy of our powers is no excuse for not 
exerting them to the uttermost for the public good, especialiy 
as there ‘is reason to think (hat the convention did not foresee 
the present state of things. We can do much, if we cannot do 
every thing. The occasion calls only for a good will and a 
moderate share of practical ability, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that, among the existing banking institutions of the coun- 
try, can be found ample means of accomplishing the two great 
objects of restoring specie pay ments, and ministering hereafter, 
in all ordinary times, a convertible curreucy, which is all that 
we can expect ta do. 


_ Sir, I donot wish to be misunderstood. Tt is of the utmost. 
importance that the paper of the banks should not only not in 
fact be depreciated, (as Ibelieve is actually the case,) but 
should be able to stand the only sure, and, to the public at 
large, eatisfactory test of that fact—I mean convertibility into 
specie. Iam fully aware that the accident of a failure fn the 
means of making their payments in the- precious metals is one 
against which, according te the course of modern commerce, 
there can be no complete security, and that nothing can be 
more absurdly exaggerated than the importance attached to that 
ocurrence, Which happens in conscquence of an extraordi- 
nary drain for specie, or otherwise by persons not familiar with 
the principles of banking. Nay, more: ł admit that the most 
usual effect of a great revulsion intrade is to throw much paper 
out of circulaiion; to contract the currency, and so to bring 
down exchangesand prices, and raise the value of the money 
thatremains inthe hands ofthe public. But a suspension of 
specie payments, though it may not be a present evil, is al- 
ways fraught with danger. It is the indispensable duty of a 
stafesman to put. an end to it as soon as possible, either by en- 
couragement or by compulsion. It je for this, among other 
reasons, that I so cheerfully acquiesced in the issuing of Trea- 


sury.jotes, inasmuch as it relieved us from the'necessity either of | 


directly refusing to take the paper of the banks at par, or, by re- 

ceiving it, as we might otherwise very safely bave done, of be- 

traying thosccompanies into an impoline enlargement of their 

issues before the balance of payments had been turned in our 
favor, as I hope it will be by the coming crop. T regarded itas 

an excellent temporary expedient for avoiding, at present, this 

choice ofevils. So far, 1 think nothing is more unfounded than 

the general charge of insolvency against all our banks, which is 
so inconsideraiely uttered by the press, an | in debate, as well as 
the aasertion, repeated over and overagain on this floor, that the 
country is laboring uncer an exclusive and depreciated eur- 
rency  Itisnot yet so; but it will, I fear, very soon be so, if the 
banks do.not make an effort. to return to specie payments in the 
course ofa few monihs. Now is the time to doso: now that 
their issues are contracted; that importations have been check- 
ed; that exchanges are becoming more favorable, and that great 
Southern crops are about to be ent forward to make them still 
moreso. Let every one- interested in the fate of these institu- 
tions, as well as in the commercial prosperity of the country, 
exert whatever influence he may possess, to bring about that 
result, and to deliver the banks from the temptations to danger- 
ous excess to which the return of an active and prosperous bu- 
siness will inevitably expose them. if they Go not, once more, 
lay themselves under the restraint of convertibility. 


Sir, should they unhappily take a different course, and should 
this Government, after using all its influence and_autherity to 
establish the currency of the country on a better footing, fail of 
its success in its most zealous endeavors, I admit that it may be 
driven to the necessity oftaking care of its own business and 
creditors, by in ‘ependent legislation of its awn. There is no 
doubt that a varicusiy depreciated currency cannot be tolerated 
as the settled system of the cowntry. The ports of one State 
cannot be preferred to those of another, im this way, any more 
than by an express statute to that effect, Nor can the public 
creditor bejustly paid in money really depreciated—I mean not 
in reference merely to gold and silver, which are themselves 
liable to great fluctuations in value, but to the general mass of 
commodities that compose the conveniences and necessaries of 
life. The effects of a redundant currency, once they begin tobe 
distinctly perceived, are counieracted by a general rise of prices. 
Money is twice as easy to be got, but yon have to pay twice as 
much for every thing which it boya, But there is one class of 
persons who have no means of indemnifying themselves by rais- 
ing the nominal value of their property or their claims, lt is the 
class of these who live on fixed incomes—annuitants, fund- 
holders, functionaries of States, pensioners. They are paila 
certain sum, and with every diminution in the value it express- 
es, they lose just so much of what they are fairly entitled to, In 
this view of the subject, therefore, it is quite clear that Govern- 
mentis under the highest of ail moral obligations to see that 
their dues be not paid them in what is really worth a great deal 
legs than it purports to be. 

WhatlIhave hitherto sàid relates to the first question pro- 
pounded by the bill on your table—shall gold and silver only be 
received in payment of Goversment dues? As to the second 
inquiry, sir, whether the revenue shall be kept by officers of our 
ewn, or by the banks, and, if in the tatter, whether in the shape 
of special or general deposite, so much has been said, and so 
ably said upon that head, against the system recommended by 
the Message, that Tam very little disposed to trouble the com- 
mittee with any additional remarks in regard to it. Were I 
driven to make a ehoice between the two plans referred to, I 
should, as at present advised, greatly prefer that of a special de- 
posite, ona small commission, as at once the safest, the cheap- 
est, and most simple—asdeparting lees from our previous cus- 
tome, and not being so liable to the ? 
going permanently toinsrease the already enorrnous and dispro- 
portionate influente of the Executive power, which, beyond ail 
doubt, far exceeds any thing that was anticipated by the found- 
ers of the Governmeitt, and seriously threatens to disturb, if net 
to subvert, the whole balance of the Constitution. I need not 
gay that [have no reference whatever to the present, or ady 


other individual incumbent. Lepeak ofthe operations of great | 


general causes, and of a system whose effects arealmost entire! 
jadepencent of the will of man. Another very grave cojecuon 
tothe scheme reported by the committee is, its resemolance, 
or, at least, its fearful leaning, to that ofa great political Bank 
ofthe United States, of which a justly celebrated report of one 
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of my predecessors upon this fleor™ demonstrated, somè yeur 
ago; the dangers and inconveniences, as T have always sup- 
ped to the univérsal‘convietion-of the pedple. But, alibureh 
should prefer the special deposite system to thatof the’ Cem- 
mittee of Ways ang Means, Fam nót yet prepared to adopt it 
That immense benefits have been ‘conferred upat the country, 
by adding to its productive capital the large amounts of pale 
money which would otherwise have lain idermant in the Trea 
sury, does not adinit ‘of a question, - Iwill venture tq-say that, 
inthe course of the half century. that has:elapsed since 1709, 
wpuntless millions have been the fruitof. this truly paternal and 
beneficent system. Our predecessors. Mr. Dallas among them, 
seem io have been deepiy impréssed with this view of. the sub- 
ject. ‘They seem to have felt themselves bound to render our 
syetein of taxation, which, even in its mildest form, is, in fact, a 
confiscation of private property for public uses, as little burden- 
some as possible to the community. Sir, whatever we may think 
of the policy. of pursuing their footsteps any further, no one can 
deny that they are entitled to the gratitude ofthe country for the 
past; anà {, for one, am too sensible of the benefit to throw it 
away without very mature consideration, unless under the pres + 
sure of a cogent necessity. ae 
But we have been told, sir, that, far from being an innova- 
tion, this made of collecting the public revenues was univer. 
sal from the earliest times until the beginning of the last cen, 
tury—that is to say, untilan age of philosophic light and dit 
fusive civilization, at which another good old plan, established 
from time immemorial, the burning of wiiches and heretics, 
unhappily ceased too, This coincidence certainly appesra to 
me to be entitled to some consideration; the committee will see 
that, in the matter of innovation, going back too far is at iease 
as dangerous as going forward too rapidly. But there has been 
another reference to the examples of the past, which struck me 
still move forcibly as a most extraordinary perversion -cf the 
lessons of experience, Sir, 1 do confess to you that, before any 
discussion had taken place in either part of this Capitol‘on the 
subject before you—long bofore I had heard of any allusion to 
the Questor referred 10 the other day by my eloquent friend 
from New York, {Mr. Worrman,J—at the bare stating ef the 
project in its first conception and most general outlines, certain 
images presented themselves to my mind, and have ever since 
haunted it, in spite of all I could dô to-banish them. | .They.were 
ideas that, in my simple way of considering such matters 
ahocked and alarmed me; ideas of Roman conquest and Asiauc 
despousm. 1 thought of that most fearful of all tbings, a vast 
empire with power centralized at its capital, with commerce 
centralizing by the inevitable course of trade, Which always anc 
every where tends to centralization at some great emporium, 
with its revenues collected only in geld and silver, to be hoard- 
ed, as was the way at Rome and fabylon, or Persepolis. I 
fancied I could see one of the proconsulsor prætors—the ba- 
shaws of the Republic, as Montesquieu so justly calls them— 
Verres, for example—going forth with that same Questor, sul- 
rounded with anarmy of publicans, srfarmersof tse revenue, 
to gather the dues of Rome in some devoted province-—-another 
Sicily—as dues were were wont to be gathered by the Siuiraps 
of that military commonwealth; that je to say, wrung with 
their bloud from subjugated nations, whose pleasant places 
were laid waste without remorse, to glut the rapacity of crn- 
quest, Sir, 1 little imagined that such asystem would have 
been cited, nay, alluded t0, in this age, except with a view 'o 
inspire the horror and execration it is sọ well calculated to ex- 
cite. .Roman example! “The Demon City,” (as it has becn 
well called by a writer`of geniust) whose whole history, from 
beginning to end, is’a tragedy far deeper and more dreadful 
than the tale of Gpidue or the Atride, ‘and Ieading, too, fo a 
catastrophe of an awful a justice. Why, sir, there is 
nothing m the annals of Mongolian cenquest worse than the re 
vages perpetrated by her consuls—by Mummius, Paulus Æmi- 
lius, SyHa—in some of the fairest and most: civilized portions 
of the earth.. There were flourishing countries whose fertility 
and population were exhausted by a perpetual drain of corn 
and gladiators, to feed her lazy and licentious populace, and 
amuse them with the unutterable atrocities of her amphithea- 
tre And what was the end of all this micrule? Weakness, 
poverty, desolation, barbarizm—the Goth, the Vandal, the 
Hun. Yet, long before the footstep of & barbarian had been in- 
preaeed upon the soil of the empire, as Gibbon has well re- 
marked, long before that scourge of God, under whose horses’ 
hoofs the grass was said never to grow again, had heen sent to 
avenge the wrongs of mankind, in the course of half a century 
after Constantine had founded a new Rome. whole tracts of 
tile country had been completely depopulated.and abandoned, 
Even of that paradise of all this earth, on which poetry and pa- 
negyric have been exhausted in every age, in ail languages, the 
Campania felix, a very considerable portien was become a 
waste. Nor, sir, was this only owing to the despotism of the 
Cæsars, as an excellent, writer has well observed;s in reference 
to this passage of the “decline and fall,” and as this commiuee 
willdo well to remark. There co-operated with that misgo- 
venment a curse which has been said, and is thas proved, to be 
worse than “the inclemency of the seasons and the barrenness 
of the earth$—a decreasing currency. The supply of the pro- 
cious metals had been for upwards of two centuries continu. 
ally diminishing, while the quantity of them, sent in quest of 
tuxuries to the East, to return ho more, had been increasing in 
thesame proportion, and a revenue of 15 or 20.000,000/. was 
constantly levied in gold and siver, to be expended at a distant 
capital or on the frontiers. Thisimportent fact speaks volumes 
to uson this subject. It is unquestionably true thar one of the 
greatest calamities of the declining empire was a circulation qi- 
minishing so frightfully that the pay of a general ìn the third 
century was nominally not higher than that of a private had 
been in the reign of Augustus.1* So much for the Roman Sub- 


"Mr. McDuffie. Report of the Committee of ‘Vays and 
Means, in 1831. . : 
Mr. Gallatin remarks of this system of Sub-Trea s pro: 
sented asan alternative to -a Bauk of the United ‘Stotss, in his 
celebrated pamphlet on tharsubject, that “with. the excepti 
of the power ofreceiving private deposites, the object of which 
provision is not perceived, this is precisely the species of Na- 
tional Bank which hae heen suggested in the Presicent’s last 
Meseagé, (1830.) The question whetherthe purchase of drafts 
would, aè we think, be a charge on the Treasury, or g?r 
seema to be expected, a source ci profit, is one of seco 
portance, Tt issufficient to observe that the issues of 
banks could not, nor indeed is it expected they could, be checked 
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leads to fluctuations inthe currency, aod thathrings. me to con- 
sider the general effects of the creditsystem upon the prosperity 
of the country. r 
I begin by admitting that there is something in this objection, 
but by no means as muchas is thought by. persons who have 
not very altent vely ‘considered the subject.. Undoubtedly, if 
your revenue, instead of being uniform, or at least varying very 
little from year to year, be permitted to fluctuate extremely; if 
a great surplus, like tiat of which you: disposed last year, is to 
be allowed ever and ancn to accumulate, and then to be with- 
drawn from one depository, and scattered among many others, 
to be again suddenly withdrawn from them, and ultimately dis- 
wibuted without reference to the wants of commerce and the 
course of businesa, but on merely arbitrary. principles, among 
the States; if such financial bludderg are to be repeated often in 
our future policy, we should du well to confine the effects of 
them within as narrow limits as possible; and even a system of 
hoarding might, in such a case, perhaps, do less harm than all 
this vexatious irregularity and uncertainty. But, in the first 
place, whose fault was that? Whose legislation occasioned that 
preposterous accumulation? ~ Whose unequal and oppressive 
taritis extorted from commerce the vast sums which were after- 
wards to be lavished upon it with such intoxicating. eflects? 
Yours, sir, this House, this Congress is responsible for whatever 
mischiefs grew. cut of that strange anomaly. Let the blame 
light upon the heads of the guiity: 1 trust in God we are ‘not. 
destined soon to see another such surpluses; and, if we should, 
rast certainly I should expect proper precautions to be adopted 
to prevent i's operating again s0 powerfully to derange-the bu: 
atiness of the country. But what sort of argument is it against 
the comparatively moderate depasites made in the ordinary 
couree of things by the Government, to recompense the. banks 
for. their services as fiscal agents, and. make taxation less op- 
pressive, that an enormous accumulation Jike that referred to, 
so capriciously disposed of, so violently transferred from one 
place of deposite to another, produced much evil? And here, 
sir, I beg tousk gendemen whether it has ever occurred to them 
to imagine. what would have been the effect, what would always 
be the effect, of auch an aecumulation, if ithad been in gold and 
silver? What if our revenues should ever again amount to 
what they were in 1815? Will any man undertake to say that 
the abstraction from the circulation of the commercial world of 
ao large a sum as forty or’ fifty millions of specie would not at 
any tiine occasion a serious derangement of business and fall of 
rices abroad, attended with all the usual evils of auchfan event? 
Psha advert hereafter more particularly to the impertant sub- 
ject of. the supply of the precious metals forthe purpose of 
commerce, but 1 here cail the attention of the. committee to a 
view of it that is entitled to their profound consideration. If I 
do not greatly err in all the conclusions to which I have been 
brought by my researches in this matter, no calculation can be 
made ofthe effect which theadoption, I will not say. of the “bard 
money system,” but.of any system what: ver, calling fora much 
greater demand of the precious metals, might have upon ue 
wae of trade 
{Mr. L. here entered into a course of reasoning upon histori- 
cal facts, to show ‘that the importance of these Auctuations in the 
paper currency have been very much overrated, &c.; after cone 
cluding which, he proceeded as follows:] : 
Sir, to the.general declamation against, banking we have to 
oppose the experience of the most prosperous nations in the 
world. There is a country, for instance, whose who e curren- 
cy is of paper, and where one seldom meets with a piece of 
gold—whose banking companies, whether with or without 
charter, subjected to no restraints or contro] but suchas spring 
out of the vigilance ofa free and eager competition, have, for 
upwards of a century together, conducted their. affairs with so 
much skill, integrity, and prudence, as notonly never to have 
occasioned any loss either to the public or the parties interest- ` 
el but, on the contrary, by the confession of all competent 
judges, to have conferred the greatest blessings upon beth-—-to 
bave contributed more than any single canse, perhaps than all 
other causes put together, to bring out, and develop comple.ely, 
all the resources of the land—to foster industry, to animaic en- 
terprise, and, by ap abundant supply ef the means of exchange, 
to turnits capital and labor to the greatest possible account— 
where, in addition to these economical advantages, they have 
contrived to exercise a high moral control, a sort of censorial 
But, sir, another objection to the present system ia, that it 
authority, over the community, and especially the. humbler 
Classes of it, by bestowing rewards in the shape of credit npon 
industry end economy, and lending, upon good personal cha- 
racter as ifit were solid capital, and, through a system of cash 
accountsand interest upon. emali deposites have given to the 
deserving laborer the combined advantages of a Savings Bank 
anda friendly endorser—a country which has made greater pro- 
gress, within the period mentioned, than any other in Europe, 
With an agriculture second (ifsecond) only to that of Flanders, 
with a flourishing commerce, with manufactures of the great- 
est extent and the most exquisite refinement-—w hose cities have 
almost kept pace with ours, whose whole face, in its gladness 
and beauty, bears testimony tothe spirit of improvement that 
has animated her: what. country is that? Scotland,sir. Every {| 
body has heard, or ought to have heard, of the Scotch system 
of banking; and I ask if any thing can be more irreconcilable 
withthe theories so confidently advanced her’, than facts con- 
nected with its history? I know, sir, what may besaid in re- 
ply to this otherwise triumphant example. I am aware that 
the Scotch banks have, in times. of. pressure, been, compelled 
to lean upon the Bank of England;. that objections bave been 
made:by high authorities, to the principles on which they have 
been conducted; and that other persons. admitting-their un- 
questionable usefulness and success, have ascribed it to circum- 
stances which: render the. system an unfit model fer imation 
elsewhere. Beitso. But still it is banking—banking on the 
English plan, witha very inadequate-supply, scarcely any sup- 
ply, of bullion—banking without limitation or control, without 
any reference or responsibility.to Governmen:—banking, in a 
word, with ali the defecta-imputedto that system, in their most 
exaggetated forms, pote eee 
But if this example be not ealisfactory, ler- us loak at the ex- 
perience of the two other countries in which the system exists, |i 
and exists, asiwe are told, in tis most: vicious state—Engiand 
and the United States. Look atthe resulta, Ihave nofeith at || 


_rėlates tọ a refined and weil ordered public econcm 


allin speculative politics. A theorist in Government is 24.dan- 
serous asa theorist In medicine, or in agriculture, and tor pre- 
cisely the same résson—the subjects are tou compiicated and it 
„too costure for simple and decisive experimenie. — I ge for un- }} 
WisSuisd results in the long run. Now, surely a philpsophical 
tuguirer into the history ofthe cammercs.and public: economy 
of nations, ithe saw a people pre-eminently distinguished in : 
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those particulars above all others, would be. inclined to ascribe 
their superiority to what was pecullar in their institutions; at 
least whatever might be his ideas a priori on such subjects, he 
would be very slow to deny to any. remarkable peculiarity in 
those institutions its full importance as one of the. probable 
causes of the success which he witnessed, unless he could 
clearly show the contrary. Then, sir, by what exampleare we 
tobe guided in such matters, if not by. that of England—by 
far the most magnificent manifestation that the world in any 
age of it has ever bebeld, of the might aud. the grandeur of ci- 
vilized life? Sir, 1 have weighed every syllable that I utter; I 
express a deliberate conviction, founded upona patient iaquiry 

and a comparison, as complete as my limited knowledge has 
enabled me to make it, between the past and present condition 
of mankind, aud between the great nation of which I am speak- 
ing, and those which surround her. Sir, there is a gulf be” 
tween them—that narrow channel separate worlds—it is an 
ocean more than three thousand miles wide. Tappealto any 
one who has been abroad, whether going from England to any 
part of continent be not descending immensely in the scale of 
civilization? I know, sir, that the wurd isan ambiguousone. I 
know that in some of the graces of polished society, in some of 
the arts ofan elegant imagination, that in the exact sciences and 

in mere learning and general intellectual cultivation, some ra- 

tions have excelled, perhaps, many equalled England. But in 
that civilization which, asI have said before, it is the great 
end of modern political economy to promote, and which is im 


. mediately connected with the subject before you—which at 


once springs out of and leads to the accumulation of capital, 
and the distribution of wealth and comfort through ‘all classes 
of a community, with an immense aggregate of national 

“wer and resources—that civilization which enables man to. 
“wield these elements, and arin him with the force ofall 
their regions,’ which gives him dominion over all other 
creatures, and. makes him emphatically the Lord of the Uni- 
yerse—that civilization which consists not m music, not in 
playing on the flute, as the Ath: nian hero said, but in turning a 
smali city intoa great one—in that victorious, triumphant, ir- 
resistible civilization, there is nothing recorded in the annals of 
mankind that does not si:.k into the shades of the deepest eclipse 
by the side of England. Isay nothing of her recent achieve- 
‘ments on the land and the sea—of her fleets, her armies, her 
subsidized allies. Look at the Thames crowded with shipping 
—visit her arsenals, her docks, her canals, her railways, her 
factories, her mines, her warehouses, her roads, and bridges— 
go through the streets of that wonderful metropolis, the bank, 
the emporium, and the exchange of the whole world—converse 
with those merchants who conduci and control, as far: as it ig 
possible to control, the commerce of all nations, with those 
manufacturera who fillevery market with their unrivalled pro- 
ducts—go into that bank which is the repository of the precious 
metals for all Evrope—consider its notes, as well as the bills of 
private bankers, ata premium every Where, more valuable 
than specie, symbols not merely ef gold, but of what is far more 
precious than gold, yea, than fine gold, of perfect good faith, 
ef unblemished integrity, of sagacious enterprise, of steadfast, 
persevering industry, of beundiess wealth, of business co-ex- 
tensive with the earth, and ofall these things possessed, exer- 
cised, enjoyed, protected under a system of liberty chastened by 
the law which maintains it, and of law softened and mitigated 
by the spirit of liberty which it breathes throughout, Sir, I 
know, as wellasany one, what compensations there are for all 
this opulence aud power, for itis the condition of our being that 
we ‘‘buy our blessings ata price.” Iknew that there are dis- 
tnrbing causes which have hitherto marred, in some degree, 
tho effect of this high and mighty civilizatien; but the hand of 
reform has-been already applied to them, and every thing pro- 
mises the most auspicious results, Lhaveiton the most un- 
questionable authority, because, from an unwilling witness, that 
within the memory of man, never were the Jaburing, classes of 
England co universally employed, and so comfortably situated, 
ag at the beginning of the present year.” 

But J said that there was another nation that had some expe- 
rience in banking and its eff cts. Sir, 1 dare not trust my- 
self to speak of my country with the rapture which I habitually 
feel. when I contemplate her marvellous history. But this I 
will say, that on my return to it, after an absence of only four 
years, I was filled with wonder at all I saw and alll heard. 
What upon earth is to be compared with it? I found New 
York grown up to almost double its former size, with the air 
of a great capital, instead of a mere flourishing commercial 
town, as I had known ít. [listened to accounts of voyagesofa 
thousand miles in magnificent steambeates on the waters of 
those great lakes which, but the other day, I teft sleeping in the 
primeval silence of Nature, in the recesses of a vast wilderness; 
andl] feltthat there is a granceurand a majesty in this irresistible 
onward march of a race created, as I believe, and elecied to 
possess and people a continent, which beloig to dew other oh- 
jects, either of ibe moral or material worid. We may become 
so much accustomed to such things that they shall make as 
little impression upon our minds as the glories ef the heavens 
above uc; but looking on them lately as with the eye of the 
stranger, I felt what a recent English traveler is said to have 
rernarked, that, far from being without poetry, as some Have 
vainly alleged, our whole couniry is ore greatpcem. Str, it is 
so; and if there be a man that can think of what is doing in all 
parts of this most blessed of aii lands, to embellish and ad- 


vance it; who can contemplate that living mass of intelligence, - 


acuvity, and imprevement, as it rolis on in its sure and steady 
progress to the uttermost extremities of the West; who can sce 
scenes ofsavage desolation tra:.sformed, almost. with the suddeu- 
ness of enchantment, into. those of fruittiiness and beauty, 
crowned: with flourishing cities, filled with the noblest of all 
populations; if there be a man. I say, that can witnessall this 
passing under his very eyes, without feeling his heart beat high, 
and his imagination warmed and transported by it, be sure, sir, 
that the. raptures of song exist not for him; he would listen in 
vain to Tasso or Camoens, telling a tale of the wars of knights 
and crusaders, or of the discovovery and conquest of another 
hemiephere. . 

Sir, thinking ss Ide of these things~not doubting, for a mo- 
ment, the infinite superiority of our race in every thing that 
E gng in 
al improvemeni, it 
singular. to hear fo- 
ation in the very 
ag everappeared to me tobe 
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most unquestionable.- The reflection’ 

thousand times in traveling over the continent of 
passed through filthy, -iN-paved- vitages, (4h, 
which there.is no appearance of an: improvement hi 
made since the Reformation, as} havedooked. at th 
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at. belong to it, that explains ofr oiri- 
valled and astonishing progress. ` But of this rational: diffusive 
liberty among a people so intelligent as ours, the credit system 
- is the natural fruit, the inseparable companion, the necessary 


means -ànd instrument. Ir is part and. paicelof.oyr exis- 
tence.. Whoever heard of creprtin‘a despntism'orianarchyt 
It. implies.. confidence—confidence “in. yourself; confidence in 
your neighbor, confidence in-your Government, ‘coifidetice in 
the administration of the laws, confidence ‘iy the sagacity, ‘the 
integrity, the-discretion of those ‘with whom you have to ‘deal; 
confidence, in- a word, in.your destiny and your fortune; in the 
destinies and the fortune’oi the country: to which you ‘belong; 
as, for instance, in thecase of a great national debt. Tt is the 
fruit, I say, of all that is most precious in‘civilized Jife, aud to 
quarrel with it isto be ungtateful to God for sone of the gréat- 
ext blessings he has vouchsafed to man, ‘Compare Asia with 
Europe; hoarding. hae been the usage of the former froin Gime 
immemorial, because it ie slavish, oppressed, and barbarous; 
and it is curious to see the effect of English laws in breaking up 
(as they are doing) that syatem in Hindostan: . Depend upon st, 
_ sir, all such ideasare utterly alien. to onr way ‘of thitking to 
‘all the habitudes of our people; árd ali-the interests of the 
coun:ry. My friends from beyond:the: mountains are “fainiliar 
with the great: principle, the magical effect of credit in a young 
and progressive country. They know what miracles ‘aie 
wrought by a small advance of money to enable‘entery wise and 
industry tu bring into cultivation a virgin soil. ‘They know 
how soon the treasures of its unworn fertility enable them to 
pay off a loan of that sort with usurious interest, and: make 
them proprietors of estates rising in. value with the lapse of 
every moment. Compare the great Western country now wiih 
what it wastwenty years ago—sell it sub hasta—and compute, 
if the powers of arithmetic will enable youto do so, the ‘aug. 
mentation of its riches. Sir, this is one of the phenomena of 
our situation to which attention has hard!y ever been calletl— 
the manner in which the mere increase of population acte upon 
the value of property. To be struck with the prodigious re- 
sults produced in this simple way, you have only to compare 
the estimated taxable property in Pennsylvania aud New York, 
when it was tetarned for direct taxation in 1799, with the returns 
of the same property for the same purpose in 1813; after apine 
terval of only fourteen years*—you will see how itis that our 
people have been enriched by debt, and “by owirgi owe niot”—~ 
how, with a balance of paymenis almost continually against 
them from the first setdement of the country, they have grown 
in riches beyond all precedent or parallel. You wilt appre- 
ciate all the blessings of the credit system, and imagine, per- 
haps, how this wonderful progress could have been impeded 
and embarrassed by the difficuldes of a metallic circulation.+ 
But the fuciuations of the currency—the ruinous itiegule- 
rities of bank paper! Why, eir, Lhave already shown they be- 
long to commerce itself; not to the means which it employs, 
and that there is no remedy for them. Rut, afier all, what ia 
the sum ofthe evil? Look again at general results. Teli me 
not that reactions produce fewer disasters, or lesa extensive de- 
rangements of money and circulation, in.countries whose bisi» 
ness is principally metallic. It may be:so; but what does that 
prove? Ifyou never soar, you will be in no danger of falling, 


certainly; but then, 
` Serpit humi tutug uimium timidus que procelie. 


A go-cart may be a very si fe contrivance for the tottering foot- 
steps of infancy; but is it thus that manly vigor is to Le trained 
for the dust and heat of the Olympic race? Sir, it is the gondie 
tion ofall that is grand and awakening in nature, ta be some- 
what wild and irregular. In the moral worid, especially,. peril 
and difficulty are the price which Providence exacts of us Jor all 
great excellence and all eminent success, It is in struggling 
with them that the heroic virtues which elevate, and pyiy, hr 
manity are called forth end disciplined; and it is précisely, 
cause our people have been trained. iu that stern school that 
they have effected more, and sre now able to effect fth 
equal means, than any oiber in the world. Sir, f 
currency enly that 1s obnoxieus to ‘the impptatio 
rity. - What is Demecracy; popular government iseli 
often bas it fallen 19 my Jot to defend it by the very. congidera- 
trons which I now urge on a kindred topic, when, forele ners 
have spuken to me of the disorders Unit have. oe aliy 
checkered out history. When they exaggera 
of such events, I hare remincéed them 


pendent jt 
vernmer, 
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Independent Jreasury— Mr. Legare. 


Aithead they live, all heart, all eye, all ear, 
All intellect, all sense. ` ` : 

This fs the great secret of our superiority, and of that-of every 
free people; not the forms of a constitution, not the outlines of 
a aysira, not mere organization, but the principle of life, the 
all pervading animation’ and vitality that informs the whole 
body politic, and gives it the warpith, and strength, and activity, 
the Winning graces and’ ressive countenance of a man, m- 
stead of the cold and yepulsive stillness of a painted corpse. 
Jury trial is another of these. irregularitics—liable, undoubted- 
ly, to much criticism in: detail, and starcely, susceptible, as a 
juridicnl institut of a ‘strict defence in theory—yet what, 
should we .hink of a reformer that should propose. to us the 
aboiition of a sy: so full of practical good, because it was 
unknown until recently anywhere. but in England, and oiten 
leads, ‘as it Certainly has often led, to great abuse and injustice? 

Bat, thi ms Our banking system is an innovation, in- 


t gih into an argument to show 
ggestion of 

that itis one of those innovations which 
] rig) at great epoch of human improvement, 
when mankind, ceased to cut. ech other’s throats for difer- 
ences'in religion, and began to make war for colonies and com- 
merce, &c.] : 

With a population, then, increasing at the rate of four to five 
per cent. a year, and with an accumulation of capital and pro- 
ductive power proportionably greater, I hold it to be utterly ab- 
surd 1 talk of anything likea metallic currency in the United 
States, “There‘is no possible means of procuring it; and, if by 
any meanis it could be procured, I venture to affirm that our 
people woutd get rid of it in the course of afew years, though 
all the penal.laws of Spain against the exportation of gold and 
silver should be re-enacted here—laws which were passed with 
no other efféct, even in that country, but to show the utter futi- 
lity ofsuch legislation. I say, sir, that, with their present habits 
of active enterprice and strict economy, the American people 
would export the precious metals as fast asthey were imported, 
beyond any amountof them which might be absolutely neces- 
sary for the domestic exchanges of the country, and they 
would dose, because gold and siiver would be of more use 
abroad in purchasing commodities, and would be wholly su- 
perfluous.at home, where paper would do as well. If you put 
down “the banks,” it would have no effect but to set up some- 
thing “worse in’ their place, in the shape of private paper. 
There are some things over which the most despotic lawgivers 
are unable to exercise any control; and one of them, as ail ex- 
perience shows, is this commerce in bulliar. 

Sir, it has been said that the only advantage of a. paper cur- 
rency consisis in its cheapness. „Lam, by no means, as you 
may gather from what I have. said, ready to rümit this; but, 
suppdsing it to ba true, is tat saving really an unimportant 
matter? Mr. Gallatin, in a pamphlet of singular abiliiy-+ has, 
as J conceive, fallen intoa grave error on this subject, which it 
is so much the more important to rectify, as I perceive that he 
haz misled others more disposed than himself to turn a specula~ 
tive error into a practical mischief, He states the whole bene 
fitderived from the use of paper, :ustead of the precious metals, 
in the United States in 1830, including, under. the name of cir- 
culation, private deposites in the banka, as they ought undoubt- 
edly to bo, at about five Millions of dollars a. year, It is true, 
that, according to principles admitted by Mr. Gallatin, the pro- 
gress of the country, both in wealth and population, in the last 
seven yeats, would require a very considerable addition to be 
made to this estimate, in order(o a correct application of 1t to 
our actual condition, Bur, sir, it appears to me that the esti- 
mate was made on data altogether erroneous. In the first place, 
the quantity of currency, if it were metalic, necessary to the 
circuladon ofthis country, was prodigiously underrated. For 
reasons that need not be stated. here, it is found that a given 
amount of metallic currency does not circulate as. rapidly as 
an eqttal amount of paper, and, therefore, that more of it is, 
ceteris paribus, required to do the same business. But with- 
out going into such winute inquiry here,. why should the United 
States, with sixteen millions of inhabitants, and relatively the 
most active trade, both foreign and domestic, in the world, and 
with extraordinary productive power ot all sorts, not need at 
the, very least hall the circulation necessary in France, with 
anly doable their Ly at ive and not half thelr industry? The 
-stress that ought.to be laid on this later circumstance may be 
{llustrated by comparing Asia with Europe in this -particular: 
double the population in the. former, possessing, according to 
the. most accurate researches, only one fifth the quantity of 
cold and silver, which, ini addition to paper of all torts, is re- 
q Now, the circulation of France was. be- 
fore the first revolution, set down by Neckar at £88.000,000;§ 
i of ‘that évent, makes a similar esti- 
t ought, in reference to the inerease 
tu be at teast 600,090 009 dol- 
bserved bý one of my colleagues, 
THOMPSON. ] it is stated at that, on good authority. Mr. 
s 6x8 ion héfore the Committee of ‘the 


cording to this, thea, we should require, on the footing of popu- 
lation alone, at feast. 300,000,000 dollars. 
amount; now for the Toss upon It. : : 
Ie. Gallatin considers it only as so much interest on dead 
and even 


N 
capital, 
rate, 


$ Consider 
States.” Phil 
§ Beast au 
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eels Hist. dele Revolution Francaise, v. 5, p. %4. 
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1] Why, sir, it exceeds all powers of calculation, nay, of imagi- 
native. Do not suppose for a mement, that so important, so 
palpable a truth, allbough never stated in abstract terms, or as 
a general propesition, has not occurred to’ the people of the 


have acted on it, without reasoning about it; they have per- 
fectly well comprehended the real uses of money, without stu- 
dying the principles ofcurrency; and they have preferred paper 
as a circulating medium, to gold and silver, because it was 
better. for their purposes than gold and silver, on the simplest 
maxims of prudence and economy. You may depend upen it, 
this ‘conclusion is as deeply rooted as itis just. You will never 
be able to shake it. Alt your policy will be of no avail, as all 
legisiation will be for ever Vain which comes into conflict with 
the genius of.a people, especially in matters eo deeply and 
visibly affecting their priyate interest. The barbarian, who, in 
his impotent rage, threw -fetters into the Hellespont, and 


if scourged its foaming billows, did not wage a more insane war 


against the nature of things. 
But we are told that ifit is an experiment, that has been pro- 
| posed to us, we need not be alarmed at 1t, because we ate accus- 
tomed to experiments, and successful ones; that.our Constitu- 
tion itselfisa mereexperiment Sir, Ideny it utterly, and he 
that says so shows me that he has either not studied at all, or 
studied to very little purpose, the history and genius of our in- 
stitutions. The great cause of their prosperous restlts—a cause 
which every one of the many attempts since vainly made to 
imitate them on this: continent or in Europe only demonstrates 
the more clearly—is precisely the contrary. It. is because our 
‘fathers made no experiments, and had.no experiment to make, 
that their work haa stood. They were forced, by a violation of 
their historical hereditary rightsunder the old common lawof 
their race, to dissolve thelr connection with the mother country. 
Their externa, their federal relations were of course changed, 
andin that respect, and in that respect only, they were com- 
pelled to do their best in the novel situation in which they stood. 
What relates, therefore, merely tothe union of thé States is all 
that gives the least countenance to this superficial idea of an 
“experiment” which has dane somuch to misguide the specu- 
lations of some visionary minds upon these important matters. 
Even in this respect, however, an attentive study of our history 
will show that strong federal tendencies existed, and had, fre- 
quently, on former occasions, manifested themselves.” Butthe 
whole constitution of society in the States, the great body and 
bulk of their public taw, with all its maxims and principles, all 
that is republican, in short, in our institutions, remained after 
|| the Revolution, and remains now, with some very subordinate 
i] modifications, what it was from the beginning. Our written 
constitutions do nothing but consecrate and fortify the “ plain 
| rules ef ancient liberty," handed down with Magna Charta from 
| the earliest history of our race. It is not a piece of paper, sir, 
it is not a few abstractions engrossed on parchment, that mak» 
free Governments. No, sir, the law of liberty must be inseribed 
on the heart of the citizen; the word, if L may use the expression 
without irreverence, musi become flesh; you must have awhele 
people trained; disciplined, bred, yea, and born, as our fathers 
were, to institutions like ours. Before the colonies existed, the 
tition ofright, that Magna Charta of a more enlightened age, 


peers, Our founders brought it with them, ‘and we have not 
gone one step beyord them, They brought these “maxims of 
civil liberty, not in tbeir libraries, but in their gouls; notas phi- 
losophical prattle—not_as barren generalities, but as rules of 
conduct; as a symbol of public duty and private right, to be ad- 
heredto with religious fidelity; and the very first pilgrim that 
set his faot upon the rock of Plymouth stepped forth a LIVING 
constircTion! armed atall points to defend and to perpetuate 
the liberty to which he had devoted his whole being. 

Il" Ie only remains for me to advert. briefly to one or two addi- 
tional topics, and I have done. It has been argued as if the 
currency given to bank paper in this country were due almost 
| exclusively tothe countenance which Government affords it, 
by receiving it in payment of public dues Certainly, sir, the 
l} patronage of Government is an important concurring cause of 
this credit, but it is net trae that it is essential to it, What does 
the house of Rothchild owe to the Governments of Europe— 
that-house to which all the Governments on the continent are 
obliged to have recourse in their financial exigencies? And 
here let me call the attention of those who declaim so vehe- 
mently against the agency of banking corporations, te the fact, 
|) that this mighty house, With its scarcely less than royal infu- 
ence and splendor, like most of the other establishments of the 
‘| same kind in Europe, is no corporation at all,-but a mere pri- 
Ii vate partnership; and to the additional fact, that this colossal 
fortune has been amassed in tittle more than a tingle genera- 
ti n, by an obscure person, born in a corper of the Juden- 
S rasse of Frankfort on Maine, and hisfour sons. Doyou not 
see, then, sir, that the odious common placesabout “the money 
i| power,” and “the potitieal powers,” either have no meaning. 
or app’y with all their farce to every accumulation of capital, 
and all the great resulisof modern commerce? The “mney 
i power” Ppresur jenifies ‘the power of money,” which is 
widely diffused in ihis country. thanks to the protection of equal 
H laws, nnd which willexist and continue to have its influence so 
long as those Jaws shall protect it from cozfiseation, whether it 
shall borrow the credit of the Government, or the Government 
shall borrow its credit. It is ecareely necessary to notice an 
idea, analogous to the last, which has been very much insisted 
on, and that is, that the commerce of New York hae been built 
up by Government credits, Why, sit, this does appear to ma 
too extravagant to need exposure. New York hes been 


is no measure of this Government—there is only one event that 
can possibly deprive her of her immense commerci setn 
dancy—the dissclution of the Union—that, and nothing bur thas, 
li candoit. Commerce, as I have already remarked, leads evey 
where te centralization: look at Liverpool—look at Havre, the 

But on this head there is a 
very Important congideratian, which has been urged with all 
hig admirable eloquence by one of my colleagues in the Serate; 


l at that city be injurious to the others now, what wilt it become 
if, by collecting the revenue in gold and silver; asd thus mak- 
ing gold andsilver mere merchandise, you add te'the disadvan- 

“tages of centralization all the difficulties of- precuring toin; 


make New York the groat specie market; and render the whole 
When 


country tributary to the money changers of W: al} street? 
Sir, a word more to the South, and fot. the. South. 

; your eysiem of protection was stili in all ke vigor, we (I mean 

i - * Convention at Albany, t, 


United States. They bave felt it, witheut pereerving it; they - 


had been presented in 1628 by Lord Coke and his immortal com- 


tL built up by her unquestionable natura! advantages, and there 4 


{Mr. Preston ] If this concentration of commercial business _ 
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the people of South ‘Carolinas you: a protest -against fits 
‘principles and telidency, which contained, among other objec- 
‘tions to it, ane that deserves to be repeated ‘Here. = We tod you~.” 
that we depended absolutely. upon commerce—commerte: on 

‘the largest scale—commerce carried on as uit haa been for the 
‘Jast half centery,.withan ever-increasing procuction, provoking 
and creating-an ever-increasing consumption, and penniding. us 
sto send d million: (now :a million and a‘half) of -bater of cotton 

‘into the market; without any danger.of.a glut. We. told. you 

‘the staple commodities; especially the principal ‘one which we 

‘produced, were'amongthe very few in the production of which 

slave labor can enter Into competition with free. We reminded 

yow that great: tevulsions in trade somietinies arose from aps 

‘parently: slight-caiises, and: that, however far it might be from 

-your purpose, or even your apprehensions, it was possible that 

your legislation might occasion us the loss of our foreign mar- 

ket, our only resource; ‘that the result-of that: loss.to us would 

be poverty. and utter desolation; that our people; in despair, 

would emigrate to more fortunate regions; and the whole frame 

and constitution of our society would be seriously impaired and` 
endangered, if not dissolved entirely -And.we adjuicd you not 

to persist in a cowseof legislation of which the benefits to your- 

selves, even were they unquestionable, were nothing in com- 

parison of the danger to. which they exposed us-—a danger 

‘which, however contingent or remote, iavolved our whole ex: 

istence, and could not be contemplated without well-founded 

alarm. Sir, Lrepeat to you now—I repeat to the representa» 

tives of the whole South on thie floor—the words then addressed 

to the House ona different subject. Let well alone.: Resist 

this uncalied-for innovation, of which ro one can foresee we 

whole extent nor the ultimate reaults. Mark what your Secre- 

‘tary of the Treasury hastold you in the very paper in which he 

reveals the project on the table—you PRODUCE TOO MUCH COT+ 

tox. Gohome, gentlemen of the South, and tell your people 

that their succeas(ul industry is a vice; that the fertility of their 

soil isa curse; that their excessive production occasions diser- 

Gera in the State; and that the remedy for “our troubles is, that 

they should live on shortcommons. . Let them co-operate with 

our political economy, by depriving themselves of the little mer- 

cantile capital they have; let them abolish those corporations to 

which people, who: cannot themselves do. business with (Le 

widow and the orphan, have contributed. their meang for tLe 

accommodation of commerce; let them but do this, and their 

docility will be admirable, and shall have our approbation. 

Sir, before I take-my. scat, there is one other topic that I feel 
it my duty to advert to—I mean to the supposed injurious ef- 
fects of banking institutions upon the laboring classes of so- 
ciety. Although I have no.deubt but that there are many de: 
fects inthe Constitution,as well as the management ofihose insti- 
tuiions in this country,and should be most willing to co-operate, 
if occasion served, in reforming them, 1 have no hesitation in 
acquitting them at least of this charge. Who that has ever 
heard of the relation betweon capital and labor, berween wages 
and profits, but must see at once that itis unfounded; and, ae- 
cordingly, Hume objecte to hanks that, by their issues, they 
raise wages,aad so hurt the manufacturing interests of a na- 
tion. Ihave already remarked, that one of the: effects ofan in- 
creasing cnrrency is to makea distribution of the wealth of ao- 
ciety more favorable to the industrious classes of it—to con- 
fiscate, in a manner, the property of thore who live on fixed iù» 
‘comes, for the benefit of those who produce the commodities 
on which ‘those incomes are laid ont. _It is for thisreason that 
the’ radicals of England—Mr. Atwood, for example—are all 
strenuous advocates Of paper money, and sven of ineonvertible 
paper. The idea that the poor'are to, gait by.a return to a me- 
lallic currency is, su far as I know, confined to their friends in 
Hd country, whose zeal ‘is certainly greater than, their’ know- 
ledge. 2 p $ 

It is true, sir, that among other, disadvantages attending fir-, 
quent fluctuations in the currency, itis said that wages are the 
last thing that rises in a case of expansion. And that may be 
so in countries where the supply of labor is greater than the 
demand, but the very reverse is moet certainly the fact here, 
where the demand, especially when stimulated by any extraor- 
dinary increase, real or fictitious, of capital, is always greater 
than the supply. Ali price le a question of power; or relative 
necessity between two parties; and every body knows that, in 
a period of excitement here, wages rise Immediately, and out 
of all preportion more than any thing else, because the popula- 
tion of the country is entirely Inadequate to its wants. . During 
the last year, for instance, the price of Jabor became eo exerbt 
tant, that some of the most fertile tandin South Carolina, rice 
fields, which have been cultivated for a hundred years, were 
in danger of being abandoned, from the impossibility of paying 
for it. Sir, asa Souther man, l represent equally rent, capi 
tal, and wages, which are dli confotinded.in onr estates; and I 
protest against attempts to array, without cause, without a. 
color of pretext or plausibility, the different classes ofsociery 
against one anether, asif in such a country as this, there covida 
be any naturai hostility or any veal distinstion between them— 
a country in which all the rich, with hardly an exception, have 
been poor, and all the poor may one day be rich—a countiy in 
which banking inet tutions have been of immense sey vice, 
precisely because they have been most needed by a peop'e 
who all had their fortunes to make by goed character and in- 
dustrious habits. Look ‘at that remarkable picture—-re $ 
markable not asthe work of art, but as:a monument of history. 
—which you see is passing through the rotunda, Two out of 
five of that immortal commitice were mechanics, and such 
ment’ In the name of God, sir, why, shoud any one study to 
pervert the natural good sense and kindly feelings of this mo- 
rafand noble peaple—to infuse into their minds a cullen envy 
towards one another, instead of. that generous emulation i 
which every man. in their situation is fired to inspire--to 
breathe inte them the spirit of Cain, muttering deep curses and 
meditating desperate revenge against his brother, because the 
emcke of hissacrifice hasascenced to Heaven before his. cwn ! 
And do not they who treat our indus rious classes as if they 
were inthe rame debased and wretched condition as the poor 
of Europe, insult them by such an odicuscomparison?. Why, 
eir, you do not knew what poverty iz. We have no poor in 
this country, in the sense in which that-word ig ured abroad. 
Every laborer, éven the most humble, in: the United States, 
conn becomes a capitalist, and egen, if he choose, a proprietor 
of land; forthe West, with all its boundless fertility, is open. te 
How can any ene daré tocompare the mechanics of ihia, 
land whose inferiority: ip. any substantial particular, in intelli. 
gence, in virtue, in wealth, to the other classes of our society. 1 
have yetto learn) with that race of outcasts, of which so terrific 
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presented by recen: writers—the poor of Europe? a 
race, anxious no inconsiderable portion of whom famine and 
pestilence may be saidto dwel! continually; rany of whom ate 
without morals, without education, without a country, without 
a God! and may be said to know society only by the terrors of 
its penal code, and to live in perpetual war with it Poor 
pondmen! mocked with the name of liberty, that they may be 
sometimes pted to break their chains, in order that, after a 
few days of starvation in idleness or dissipation, they may be 
driven back to their prison house totake them up again, heavier 


a pictuss | 


and more gelling than before; severed, as it has been touchingly 
ex presse m nauure, from the common air, and the light of 
the sim knowing only by hearsay that the- fields are green, 


that the birds sing, and thatthere isa perfume in flowers.T 

And is it with a race, whom the perverse institutions of 
Europe have chug degraded beneath the condition of humanity, 
that the advocates, the patrons, the protectors of our working- 
men, presume to compare them? Sir, it isto treat them with 
a cornat which their spirit should revolt, and does revolt. Just 
before [left Charleston, there wasa meeting called for some 
purpose, which was regarded by the people of that city asun- 
favorable to public order. There was something, I suppose, in 
the proceedings which looked to the invidious distinction of 
which t have been speaking; for it led, as I have heard, to an 
expression of sentiment from one of our mechanics which 
struck me aa noble beyond all praise. He said he wondered 
what could be meant by addressing to the industrious classes, 
particularly, all inflammatory appeals against the institutions 
of the country—-as if they were not a part of the community 
ag much interested in its order and peace as any other—as i- 
they had no ties of sympathy or connection with their fellow 
citizens—above cll, as if they had not intelligence or knowledge 
erough to take care of their own interests, but were reduced to 
tate of perpetual pupilage and infancy. and needed the offi- 
cion tection of s-lfcunstitued guardians! Sir, that was 
as at worthy of a freeman, and which may be recorded, 
with honor, among the sayings of heroes, 

Mr. Chairman, { thank the committee for the attention with 
which it has honored me. Ihave detained it long; bat I was 
Sullaf the subject, which appears to me to be one of vaat im- 
porance, in allits bearings. 1 have spoken what I felt and 
thonght, without reference to party. But I will say ene word 
to those with whom-I have generally acied on this floor. Ihave 
heard that some of them disapprove this measure, but are dis- 
posed to vate for it to oblige their friends. Sir, this is a strange 
anda great mistake. A true friend ought to be a faithful coun- 
seflor. Let them remember the deep reproach which the great 
post puts in the month of one of his heroes: ‘ 

Jad thou but shook thy head, or made a pause, 
When I spoké darkly what Ipurposed; 
Or turned an eye of doubt upon my face ! 


tMr. Harby. 
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SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER, 
Or MASSACHUSETTS, 
In. Senate, January.31, 1838—0n the Sub-Treasury bill. 

“fot the Governnient attend to its own’ business, and let the 
peopic attend to theirs.” 

. “Let the Government take care that it secures a sound cur- 
rency far its own use, and let it leave all the rest to the States 
and te the people.” j 

These ominous sentences, Mr. President, have been ringing 
in my ears ever si hey were uttered yesterday by the mem- 
ber from New York et the Government take care of itself, 
and let the people take care of themselves. This is the whole 
principle and policy of the Adminisiration at the present most 
critical moment, and on this great and all-absorbing question of 
the currency. 

Sir. this isan il-boding announcement. It has nothing of con- 
roladon, of solace, or of hope in it. 

{i will carry through all the classes ofcommerce and business 
nothing but more discouragement and deeper fears; and yet it 
is but repetition. Fis only a renewed exhibition of the saine 
spirit which was breathed by the Message and the bill of the 
last ses ion. of which this bill is also full, and which has per- 
vaded all the recommendations and ali the measures of Govern- 
ment since May, Yet Loonfegs that Lam not, even yet, s0 fà- 
miliar with it, so accustomed to hear such sentiments avowed, 
as that they cease to astonish me. Iam either groping in thick 
and palpable darkness rmyeelf, in regert ta the true objects of 
the Constitution, and the duties of Congress under it, or else 
these principles of public policy, thus declared, are at war with 
our most positive aii urgeni obligations. 

The honorable me made other observations indicative ef 
the same general iore of political feeling. Among his chosen 
topics of commendation of the dill before us, a prominent one 
s to shelter the Administration from that shower of impeta- 

. as he expressed the idea, which would always heat upon 


` 
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tic 
it as itheats now, when disasters should happen to the currency. 
Indeed! And why should the Administration, now or ever, he 


sheared from that shower? Is not currency a aubject over 
which the power and duty of Government extend? Is not Go- 
vernment justly responsible for its conditiont Ts ic not, of neces- 
, wholly and entirely under the control aodregulation of pa- 
}power? Ig it not a matter, in regard to which, the people 
cannot, by any possibility, protect themselves, anymore than 
shey ran, by their own individual efforts, supersede thènecessity 
yi the exercise by Government of any other political power? 
Uhai dan the poopie do for themselves, to improve the curren- 
€ si Government is justly answerable for the disasters 
reney, sav ng always those accidents which cannot at 
times be foreseen or provided against. It is at least answer- 
e jor tts own neglect, if it shall be guilty ofat, in not exercis- 
ina all its constitu:ianal authority for the correction and restora- 
tian of tt reency. Why doesit, how can it, shrink from this 
responsibility? Why does it.seek not the laurels of victory, not 
thr reputation, eves of manly contest, but the poor honors of 
stud 
mon sense of all men pronounces that the Government is, and 
ought to be, aud must be, answerable forthe regulation. of the 
curancy of the coantry; that it ought to.abide, and must abide, 
the pelchigs of the siormn of imputation, so long as it turns its 
ack upon this momentous question, and seeksto sheker self 
in tre safes and tha vatilts, the cells and the caverns, ofa Sub- 
Treggury system. ca aes 
Pit ofall Governments 
nistration“has least excuse for withdrawing its care from the 


dand eagerescape? Sir. it never can escape. The com: > 


that. ever.existed, the present Admi- 


AIR 


i 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Webster. 


currency, of shrinking from its just responsibility in regard 
to is. 

lis prdecessor, in whose footsteps it professes to tread, has 
interfered, fatally interfered with that subject. That inter- 
ference was, and has heen, the productive cause of cur disas- 
ters. Did the Administration disclaim power over the curren- 
cy in ]833, when it removed the deyesites? And what meant 


all its subsequent transactions, all its professions, and al? its ef- ` 


forts, for that bettercurrency which it promised if, in trath, it 


did not hold itself responaib'e to the people of the United States , 


for a good currency? From the very first year ofthe late Ad- 
ministration to the last, there was hardly a session, if there was 
a single session, in which this duty of Government was noi ac- 
knowledged, promises of high improvement put forth, orloud 
claims of merit asserted for benefits already conferred. it pro- 
fassed to erect the great temple of its glory on improvements 
ofthe currency. 

And; sir, the better currency, which has been so long pro- 
mised, was not acurrency for the Government, buta currency 
for the people. It was not for the use of revenue merely, but 
for the use of the whole commerce, trade, and business of the 
nation. And now, when the whole industry, business, and la- 
bor of. the country is harassed and distressed by the evils 
brought upon us by its own interference, Government talks 
with all possible cooinesa of the great advantage it will be to 
adopt a aystem which shall shield itself from a thick falling 
shower of Imputations, It disclaims, it renounces, it abandons 
itduties, and then seeks an inglorious shelter in its professed 
want of power to relieve the people. 

We demand the better currency; we insist on the fulfilment of 
the high and flattering promises; and surely there never was a 
Government on thé face of the earth that could, with less pro- 
priety, resist the demand; yet we see it seek refuge in a bold, 
cold, and heartless denial of the competency of its own const i 
tutional powers. It falls back from its own updertakings, and 
flatly contradicts its owa pretensions. Jn my opinion, it can 
find no refuge where the public veice will not reach it. There 
can be no shelter, while these times last, into which Govern- 
ment can retreat; wherein it can hide, and screen itself from the 
loud voice of the country, calling upon il tocome forth to fulfit 
its promises, or at least, now that these promises are all broken, 
to perform its duties. The evils ofa disordered currency are 
evils which do not naturally correct or cure themselves, Nor- 
does chance or good luck often relieve that cemmunity which 
is suffering under them. They require political remedy; they 
require provision to be made by Government; they demand 
the skilful hand of experienced statesmen. Until some just 
remedy be applied, they are likely to cuntinue, with more or 
less of aggravation, and no man can tell when or how they will 
end. It is vain, therefore, quite vain, for Government to hope 
that it may retreat from this great duty, shield itself under a 
system no way agreeing either with its powers or its obliga- 
uons, and thus escape reproaches, by attempting to escape re- 
sponsibility. g 

Mr. President, there is fault and failure somewhere. Either 
the Constitution has failed, or its administration fails, The 
great end of a uniform and satisfactory regulation of com- 
merce isnot answered, becanse the national currency, an in- 
dispensable§instrument of that commerce, is not preserved in 
a sound and uniform state. 

Ts the fault in the Constitution itself? Those who affirm 
that it is, mustshow how it was, ifthat be so, that other Ad- 
ministrations, in other times, have been able to give the peuple 
abundant satisfaction in reletron to the currency. T suppose it 
will be said, in answer to this, that the Constitution has been 
violated; that it was originally misconstrued; that those who 
made it did not understand it; and that the sage and more en- 
lightened politicians of our times see deeper and judge more 
justly of the Constitution than Washington and Madison. Cer- 
tain it ia, that they have more respect for their own sagacity 
than for all the wisdom of others, and all the experience of the 
country; or else they find themselves, by their party politics 
and party commitments, cut off from all ability of administer- 
ing the Constitution according to former successu practice. 

Mr. President, when I contemplate the condition of the coun- 


try; when [behold this utter breaking down of the currency, | 


this wide spread evil among all the industrious Classes, this ac- 
knowledsed inability of Government to pay its debis legally, 
this prostration of commerce and manufac- ures, this shoeing 
derangement of internal exchange, and the general crash of 
credit and confidence; and when Í see that three hundred repre- 
sentatives of the people are here assembled, to consult on the 
public exigency; and that, repudiating the wisdom of our pre- 
decessors, and rejecting all the lights of our own experience, 
nothing is proposed, for our adoption, to meet an emergency of 
this character, but the bill before us, I confess, sir, the whole 
seems to ine some strange illusion. I can hardly persuade my- 
self that we are all in our waking senses. It appears like a 
dream, like some phantasy of the night, that the opening light 
of the morning usually dispels. 

There is so little of apparent relation of means to ends; the 
measure hefore us has so httle to promise for the relief of ex- 
isting evils; it is so alien, sa outlandish, so abstracted, so remote 
from the causes which preas down all the great public interests, 
that I really find it difficult to regard as reat what is thus 
around me. 

Sir, some of us are strangely in error. The difference he- 
tween us isso wide, the views which we take of public affvirs 
so opposite, eur opinions, both ef the causes of present evils 
and their apnropriate remedies, so totally unlike, that one side 
or the nther must be uuder some strange delusion. Darkness, 
thick darkness, hangs either over the supporters of this measure 
or over its opponents. ‘Time, and the publis judgment, I trust, 
will sooner or later disperse these mists, and men and measures 
will he seen in their true character. 1 (Chink, indeed, that I see 
already some lifting up of the fog. 

The honorable member. from New York hag said. that we 
have now already existing a mote of conducting the fiscal af- 
fairs of the country, substantially such as that will be which 
this hill will establish. We may judge, therefore, he says, of 
the future by the present. A Sub-Treasury system, in fact, he 

contends, is now in operation, and he hopes ihe country sees 
so much good init as to be willing to make it permanent and 
perpetual. y 

The present syeteta, he insists, must at least be admitted not 
ta have obstructed or impeded the beneficial action of the im- 


mense resources of the country. Sir, thia seems to me a most’ 


extraordinary declaration. The operation and energy ofthe 
resources of the country not obstructed? The business of the 
community not impeded? Why, sir, this can only be true upon 
the supposition that the present evils are no way attributable to 


the policy of Government, that they all spring: from'some ex- 
traneous and independent causs, -H the honorable member 
means that the disasters which have fallen npin us aries, from, 
causes which Government cannot control, such ‘as overtrading 
or speculation, and-that Government is answerable for nothing, 
I can understan i him, though Ido notat all concur. with hii, 
Bat that the resources of the country are not now. in a, state of 
great depression and stagnation is what I had sapposed none 
wotldaseert. Sir, what ere the resources of the country? The 
first of all, doubtless, is labor.” Does this meet no impediment? 
Does labor find itself rewarded, as heretofore, by high prices 

paidin good money? The whole mass of industry employed in 

commerce and manufaetures, does it meet with no obstruction, 

or hindrance, or discouragement? And. commerce and manu- 

faciures, in the aggregate, embracing sepia as. well as labor, 

are they too ina high carser'of success? Is nothing of impedi- 

ment or obstruction found connected with their present con: 

dition? ` sane j 

Again, sir; among our American resources, from the very 
first origiu of this Government, credit and confidence have held 
a high and foremost rank. We owe. more to credit, and to 
commercial confidence, than any nation which ever existed; 
and ten times more than any nation, except England. Credit” 
and confidence have been the life of our system, and p:zwer- 
fully productive causes of all our prosperity. They have 
covered the seas. with our commerce, replenished the Treasury, 
paid off ‘the national debt, excited and stimulated the manufac: 
turing industry, encouraged labor to put forth the whole strength 
ofits sinews, felled the forest, and multplied’our numbers, and 
augmented the national wealth, so far beyond a)l example, as 
to leave us a phenomenon for ‘older nations to doek at with 
wonder: And this credit, and this confidence, are they now 
no way obstructed or impeded? Are they now. acting with 
their usual efficiency, and their usual succesa, on the concerns 
of society? : tee. 

The honorable member-refers to the exchan:es. No doubt, 
sir, the rate of foreign exchange has nothing in it alarming. 
Nor has-it had, if our domestic concerns had been in a proper 
condition, But that the internal exchanges are in a healthful 
condition, as the honorable member alleges, is what 1 can by 
no means admit. I look upon the derangement of the internal ` 
exchanges as the precise torm in which existing evils most 
manifestly exhibit themselves, Why, sir, look at the rates be 
twedn large cities in the neighborhood of each other. Exchange 
between Boston and New York, and ‘also between Philadelphia 
and New York, is 14 to 2 percent, This could never happen 
but from a deranged currency; and can this be called a healt- 
ful state of domestic exchange? | ee Ta 

I understand that the cotton crop has done’ much. towards 
equalizing exchange between New Orleans and New York; 
and yet E have seen, not many days since, that in other places 
of the South, I believe Mobile, exchange on New York was at 
a premium of five to ten percent. 

The manufacturers of the North can say how they have 
found, an? how they now find, the facilities of exchange Ido 
not mean exclusively, or principally, the large manufacturers 
of cotton and woollen fabriés; but the emailer manufacturers, 
men who, while they employ many others, still hestow their 


own labor on their own capital; the shop manufacturers, such, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, anil other 


manufacturers asabound in 
parts of the North. I would ask. the gentlemen from these 
States how thess neighbors of theirs find exchanges, and the 
means of remittance, between them and their correspondents 
and purchasers in the South. The carriage makers, the furni- 
ture makers, the hattera, the dealers. ia leather, in all its 
branches, the dealers in domestic hardware; T should like to 
hear the. results of the’ experience of all these persons, on the 
state of the internal exchsnges, as well as the general question ` 
whether the industry of the country has encountered any obsta- 
cle in the present state of the currency. . 

Mr. President, the honorable member from New York staied . 
correctly that this bill has two leading objects 

The first is, a separation of the revenue, and the funds of 
Government, from all connection with the concerns of indivi- 
duals, and of carporations; and especially a separation of these 
funds from all connection with any banks: 

The second is, a gradual change, in our system of currency, 
to be carried on till we can accomplish the object of an exclu. 
sive specie or metallic circulation, at least in all payments to | 
Government, and all disbursements by Government. ihe 

Now, sir, I am against both'these propositions, ends as well 
as means. i 

E am against this separation of Government and people, as 
unnatnral, selfish, and an abandonment of the most important 
political duties. 

Tam for having but one currency, and that a geod one; boih 
for the people and the Government. ` 

Iam opposed to the dactrines of the Message of September, 
and to «very thing which grows out of these doctrines. I feel 
as if I were on some other sphere, as if I were not at home, ag 
ifthis could not be America, when I see schemes of public. policy 
proposed, having for their object the convenience of Govern. 
ment only. and leaving the people to shift for themselves, in a 
matter which naturally and necessarily belongs, and in every - 
other country is admitted te belong, to.the solemn obligations. 
and the undoubted power of Government... fs it America, 
where the Government, and men in the Government, are to be 
better off than the people? Is it America, where Government 
is to shut its eyes and its ears to public complaint, and to take 
care only of itself? Is it America, Mr. President, is it your 
country, and my country, in which, at a time of gréat public 
distress, when all eyes are turned toe Congress, and when most 
men feel that substantial and practice! relief can come -only 
from Congress, that Congress, nevertheless, hasnothing of earth 

to propose but bolts and bars, safes and vaults, cells antl hiding 
places, for the better security oF its own money;. and nothing on 
earth, got a beneficent law, not even a kind word, for the people, 
themselves? tsit onr country, in which the interest of. Go- 
vernment has reached such an ascendancy over the interest of 
the people. in the estiniate of the representatives of the peoplet: 
Has this. sir, come to be the state of things in the’ old. thirteen, 
with the new thirteen added to them? “For one, I confess I 
know not what is American, in policy. in public interest; of: 7 
public feeling. if these measures be deemed American. = 7; 
The first generalaspect or feature of the bill, the character” 
written broadly on its front, is this abandonment of all contèrn. 
for the genera! currency of the ues This is though Gro 
me. I secuces my opposition to the bill in aN stages. “Sir, this 
hillought to have hada preamble,- deought: to have ‘heen 
troduced by a recital; setting forth; that: whereas:the” currency: 
of the country has beeome totally deranged; and whereas, H 
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has heretofore beeu thought the bounden duty of this Govern- 
ment to take proper care of that great branch of the national 
interest; and whereas, that opinion. is erroneous, obsolete, and 
heretical; “and whereas, according to the true reading of the 
Constitution, the great duty of this Government, and its exclu- 
sive duty, so far as currency is concerned, is to take care of it- 
self; and whereas, if Government can but secure a sound cur- 
rency for itself, the people may very well be leftto such a cur- 
rency as the States, or the ‘banks, or their own good fortune, 
or bad fortune, may give them; therefore, be it enacted, &c. 

The very first provision of the bil is in keeping with its ge- 
neral objectsand general character. It abandons a}l the. septi- 
ments of civilized mankind on the subject of credit and confi- 
dence, and carries us back to the dark ‘ages. The first that we 
hearis of safes, and ‘vaults, and cells,and cloisters. From an 
intellectual it goes buck to a physical age. From commerce 
and credit, it returns to hoarding and hiding ; from confidence 
and trust, it retreats to bolts and bars, to locks with double keys, 
and to pains and penalties for touching hidden treasure- It isa 
law for the.times of the feudal system; ora law for the head 
and governors of the piratical States of Barbary. It is a mea- 
sure fit for times when there is no security in law, no value in 
commerce, noactive industry among mankind, Here, it is al- 
together out of time and out of place, Tt has no sympathy 
with the general sentiments of this age, still less hasit any con- 
geniality with our American character, any relish of our hither- 
lo approved and successful policy, or any agreement or confor- 
mity. with the general feeling of the country. 

The gentleman, iu stating the provisions of the first section, 
proceeds to say, that it is strange that none of our laws hereto- 
fore has ever attempted to give to the Treasury of the United 
Stusa “local habitation” Hence itis the object of this first 
section ofthe bill to provide and define such local habitation. A 
local habitation for the Treasury of a great and growing com- 
mercial country, in the nineteenth century : Why, sir, what is 
the Treasury? "The existing laws call it a “ Department.’ They 
say, there shall be a Department, with various officers, and a 
proper assignment of their duties and functions; and that this 
shall be the Department ofthe Treasury, Itis thus an organized 
part of Government, an important and indispensable branch of 
the general administration, conducting the fiscal affairs of the 
country, and controlling subordinate agents. 

But this bill does away with all legal and political ideas, and 
brings this important Department down to a thing of bricke and 
mortar, It enacts that certain rooms in the new building, with 
their safes and vaults, shall constitute the ‘Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States!’ And this adoption of new and strange notions, and 
this abandonment of all old ideas, isall for the purpose of ac- 
complishing the great object of separating the affairs of the Go- 
vernment from the affairs of the country. The nature of the 
means shows the nature of the object; both are novel, strange, 
untried, and unheard of. The scheme, sir, finds no precedent, 
either inour own history, or the history of any other respectable 
nation. It ig.admitted to be new, original, experimental; and 
yet its adoption. is urged upon us as confidently as ifit had come 
down from our ancestors, and.had been tle cherished policy of 
the country in all past, times. 

I am against is altogether. Ilook not to see whether the 
means be adapted tothe end. That end itself is what I oppose, 
and Loppose all. the means leading to it. I oppose all attempts 
to make a separate currency for the Government, because I in- 
sist upon it, and shall insist upon it, until I sce and feel the pillars 
of the Constitution falling around me and upon my head, that it 
istheduty of this Geverument to provide a good curreney for 
the country and fer the people, as well as for itself. 

I put it to gentlemen to say, whether currency be nota part of 
commerce, or an indispensable agent of commerce; and some- 
thing, therefore, which this Government is bound to regulate, 
and w take care of? Gentlemen will not meet the argument. 
They shun the question. We demand that the just power of 
the Constitution shall be administered. We assert that Congress 
has power. to regulate commerce, and currency as a part of 
commerce; we insist that the public exigency, at the present 
moment, calis loudly for the exercise of this power—and what 
do they do? They labor to convince us that the Government it- 
self can get on very well without providing a currency for the 
people, and they betake themselves, therefore, to the Sub-Trea- 
sury system, its unassailable walls, its iron chests, and doubly 
secured doors. . And having satisfied themselves that, in this 
way, Government may be kept going, they are satisfied. A 
suund.currency for Government, a safe currency for revente; 
these are the only things promised, the only things proposed. 
But these are not the old promise. The country, the country 
itself, and the whole-people, were promised a better currency, 
for their own use; a better general currency; a better currency 
for ail the purposes of trade and business. ‘This was the pro- 
mise, solemnly given by the Governmient in 1833, and so often 
afterwards renewed, through all successive years, down to May 
last. We. heard nothing, all that time, of a separation between 
Government and peuple. No, sir, nota word. Both were to 
have animproved.currency.’ Sir, } did not believe a word of 
all this; I thought it all mere pretence or empty boasting. I had 
no faith in these promises, not a particle. But the honorable 
member from New York was confident; confident, then, as he 
is now; confident of the success of the firstecheme, which was 
plausible, as he is confiderit of this, which is strange, alien, and 
repulsive in ns wholc aspecte ‘He was then as surs of being 
able to furnish a currency for the country, ashe is now of fur- 
nishing acurrency for Government. He told us, at that time, 
that he believed the system, adopted by the late Administration, 
was iully competetent to its object. He fel no alarm for the 
resuk; he believed all the President had done, from the removal 
ef the deposites duwnwards, was constitutional! and legal, and 
he was determined to place himself by the side of the President, 
an^ desired only to stand or fall, in the estimation of his consti 
tuents, as they should determine in the result. And that result 
has new come. x i . 

AsI have said, sir, 1 had no faith at all inall the promises of 
the Administration, made befere, and at thattime, and con- 
stantly repeated. I felt no confidence, wha-ever, in the whole 

roject; I deemed it rash, headstrong, and presumptuous, to the 
ast degree, And, at the risk.of the charge of some offence 


against: tood taste, F will reada paragraph from some remarks. 


of mine, in February, 1834, which enfficiently show what my 
opinion.and niy apprehensions then wete: ne 

“I haye already endeavored to warn the country against irre- 
deemable paper; against: bank paper, when banks do not pay 
specie for their own notes; against that misereple, abvaminable, 
and frandulent poticy, which attempts to give value to any pa- 
per ofany bank, one single moment longer than such paper is 
yedegmable on-demand in gold ang silver, - And I wish, most 
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solemnly and earaestly, to repeat that warning I see danger 
of that state of things ahead. | SEB IMMINENT DANGER THAT 
MORE OR FEWER OF THE STATA BANES WILL STOP SPEGIE 
PAYMENTS, The late measure of the Secretary, and the infatua- 
tion with which it seems to be supported, tend directly and 
strongly to that result. Under pretence, then, ofa design to re- 
turn to a currency which shall be all specie, we are likely to 
have a currency in which there shall be no specie at all. We 
are in danger of being overwheimed with irredeemable pa- 
per; mere paper, representing not gold or silver; no, sir, re- 
presenting nothing but BROKEN PROMISES, BAD FAITH, BANK- 
RUPT CORPORATIONS, CHEATED CREDITORS, AND. A RUINED 
PEOPLE !”’ 

And now, sir, we see the upshot of the experiment. We see 
around us bankrupt corporations and broken promises; but te 


‘see no promises more really and emphatically broken than all 


those promises of the Administration which gave us assurance 
ofa better currency. ‘These promises, now broken, notorious: 
ly and openly broken, if they cannot be performed, ought, at 
least, to beacknowledged. The Government ought not, in com- 
mon fairness and common honesty, to deny its own responsibili- 
ty, seek to escape from the demands of the people, and to hide 
itself, out ofthe way and beyond the reach of the process of pub- 
lic opinion, by retreating into. this Snb-Treasury system. -Let 
it, at least, come forth; let it bear a port of honesty and candor; 
let it countess its promises, ifit cannot perform them; and, above 
all, now, even now, at this late hour, let it renounce achemes 
and projects, the inventions of presumption, and the resorts of 
desperation, and let it address itself, in all good faith, to the great 
work of restoring the currency by approved and constitutional 
means. 

But, sir, so far is any suck conrse from all probability of be- 
ing adopted, so little ground of hope is there that this Sub- 
Treasury system will be abandoned, that. the honorable member 
from New York has contended and argued in his place, that the 
public opinion is more favorable to this measure now proposed 
than to any other which has been suggested. He" claims for it 
the character of a favorite with the people. He makes out this 
Sub-Treasury plan to be quite high in popular estimation. Cer- 
tainly, sir, ifthe honorable member thinks so, he and I see with 
different eyes, hear with different ears, or gather the means of 
opinion from different sources. But what istbe gentleman’sar- 
xument? It is this: The two Houses of Congrese, he says, re- 
flect the wishes and opinions of the people; and with the two 
Houses of Congress this system, he supposes, is mere accepta- 
bie than any cther. 

Now, sir, with the utmost respect for the two Houses of Con- 
gress, and all their members, I must he permitted to expressa 
doubt, and, indeed, a guod deal more than a doubt, whether, on 
this subject, and at the present moment, the two Houses do ex- 
actly reflect the opinions and wishes of the people. I sheuld 
nat have adverted to the state of opinion here, compared with 
the state of public opinion in the country, ifthe gentleman had 
not fonnied an argument on the supposed disposition of the two 
Houses; and on the fact that they truly set forth the public 
opinion. Bur, since he has brought such an argument, it 1s pro- 
per to examine its foundation. .- 

In a general sense, undoubtedly, sir, the members of the two 
Houses must he understood to represent the sentiments of their 
constituents, the people of the United States. Their acts bind 
them, as their representatives, znd they must be considered, in 
a legal sense, as conforming to the will of their constituents, 
Bat, owing to the manner of our organization, and to the peri- 
ods and times of election, it certainly may happen that, at a 
particular moment, and on a particular subject, opinion out of 
doors may be one way, while opinion here 1s another. And 
how is it now, if we may judge by the usual indications? Does 


the gentleman hope for no vote, in this body, for this bill, but. 


such as shall be, In his opinion, in strict accordance with the 
wishes, as generally understood, and most recently expressed 
in the State from which that vote shall come? 

Ishall be exceedingly sorry, sir, for instance, ta see a vote 
from Maine given forthis bill? Thopelmay not, Butif there 
should be such a vote, can the gentleman say that he believes, 
in his conscience, it will] express the wishes of a majerity of 
the people of that State? And so of New Jersey, and one, if 
not more States inthe West. Iam quite sure that gentlemen 
who may give their votes will discharge their duty accerding to 
their own enlightened judgments, and they are in no way ac 
countable to me for the manner in which they discharge it; but 
when the honorable member from New York contends that this 
body now accurately represents the public opinion on the Sub- 
Treasury system, we must look at the facts. And with all pos- 
sible respect for the honorable member, L must even take leave 
to ask him, whether, in his judgment, he, himself, is truly re- 
flecting the opinions and wishes of a majority of the people of 
New York, while he is proposing and supporting this bill? 
Where does he find evidence of the favor of the people of that 
State towards this measure? Does he find it in the city? In the 
country? In the recently elected House of Assembly? In the 
recently elected members of the Senate? Can he namea place 
—-can he lay a venue for the popularity of thia measure in the 
whole State of New York? Between Montauk point and Catta- 
rauggis, and hetween the mountains of Pennsylvania and the 
north end of Lake Champlain, can he any where put his finger 
on the map, and say, here isa spot where the Sub-Treasury is 
popular? He may find places, no doubt, though they are some- 
what scarce, whee his friends have heen able to maintain their 
ascendancy, notwithstanding the unpopularity of the measure; 
but can he find one place, one sput, of any extent, in which this 
measure of reliefis the choice, the favoriie, of a majority of the 
people? : 

Mr. President, the honorable member has long been in public 
life, and has witnesse! often the changes and fluctuations of 
political parties and political opinions. And Iwill ask him what 


he thinks of the hurricane which swept over New York in the- 


first week of last November? Did he ever kvow the like? Has 
he before ever been called cn to withstand such a whirlwind? 
or had he previously any suspicion that such an outbreak in the 
political elements was at hand? I am persuaded, sir, that he 
feared such a thing mech tess than I hoped for it; “and my own 
hopes, althougi: I had hopes, and strong hopes, I must confess, 
fell far short of the actual result. And to me, Mr. President, 
it seems perfectly plain, that the cause of this astonishing 
change in pubiic opinion is to be found, mainly, in the message 
of September, and the Sub-Treasury bill of the last session, 
The message, with its anti-social, anti-commercial, anti-popular 
doctrines and dogmas—the message which set at naught-all our 
own manners and usages, rejecied ail the teachings of expe- 
rience, threatened the State institutions, and, anxious only te 
take good care of the Government, abandoned the people to 


their fate; the message—the message—it was, that did the great 
work in New York and elsewhere. aes 

The message was that cave of Eolds, out of which the career- 
ing winds issued: > 


“Una Enrusque notusque ruunt creberque procélis 

Africus”—. . caer. 
mingling seas and skies, dispersing the most powerful political: 
combinations, and scattering their fragments onthe rocks aud 
shores. I amight quote the poet further, sir, 


_ “et vastos volvunt ad littóra fluctus.” 

The political deep seemed agitated to the very bottom, and 
its heaving bosom moved onward and forward the “vastos 
fluctus,” in nautical phrase, the big rollers of public opinion. 

The honorable member‘ may say, or may think, that all this 
was but the result ofa transient impulse, a feverish ebullition, 
asudden surprise, or a change superficial, and apparent only, 
not deep anu real. Sir, I cannot say, but Í must confess that if 
the movement in New York last fall was not ‘real, it looked 
more like reality.than any fanciful exhibition which T ever 
saw. Ifthe people were notin earnest, they certainly had a. 
very sober and earnest way of being in jest. 

And now, sir, cau the honorable member, can any man say, 
that in regard to this meagure, even the House of Representa- 
tivesis certain, at this moment, truly to reflect the public 
judgment? Though nearer to the people than ourselves, and 
more frequently chosen, yet it is known that the present mem- 
bers were elected, nearly all of them, before the appearance of 
the message of September. And will the honorable’ member ~ 
allow me to ask, whether, if a new election of members of Con» 
gress were ta take place in his own State, to-morrow, and the 
newly elected members should take their seats immediately, 
he should entertain the slightest expectation of the passage of 
this bill through the House? 

Mr. President, in 1834 the honorable member presented to the 
Senate resolutions of the Legislature of New York, approving 
the previous cenise of the Administration in relation to the. 
currency. He then urged strongly, but none too strongly, the 
weight due to those resolutions, because, he argued, they ex- 
pressed the undoubted sense of the. pedple, as well as that of 
the Legislature. He said there was not, at that time, a single 
member in the pupular branch of the Legislature who was not 
in favor of those resolutions, either from the cilies ‘of Hudgon, 
Albany, Troy, Schenectady, Utica, or an almost endless num“ 
ber of incorporated trading towns and villages, or the great city 
of New York itself, which he justly calls the commercial em: 
porium of the country; ail these cities and villages being sur- 
rounded, as he most justly said, by an intelligent population; 
and cities, villages, and country, altogether, comprising. hear 
two millions of souls. All this was Very ‘well. It was true, 
The facta were with the honorable member. And although I 
most exceedingly regretted and deplored that it was so, I could 
not deny it. And he was entitled to enjoy, and did enjoy, the 
whole benefit of this respectable support. But, sir, how stands 
the matter now? What say these two millions of souls to the 
Sub-Treasury? In the first, place, what says the ciy of New 
York, that great commercial emporium, wortby the gentle- 
inan’s commendation in 1834, and worthy of his commenda- 
tion, aud my commendation, and al) commendation, at all 
times? What sentiments, what opinions, what feelings, are 
proclaimed by thethousands of her merchants, traders, manu- 
facturers, and laborers? What is the united shout of all the 
voices of all her classes? What is it but that you will put 
down this pew- labaled Sub-Treasury ‘system, alike alien to 
their interests and their feelings, at once, and forever?) W hapis 
it, but that in mercy to the mercantile interest, the. trading ins. 
terest, the shipping interest, the manufacturing interest, the la- 
boring class, and all classes, ou will give up useless and perni- 
cious political schemes and projects, and return to the plain; 
straight course of wise and wholesome legislation? The senti- 
ments of the city cannot be misunderstood. A thousand pens 
and ten thousand tongues, anda spirited press, make them all 
known, Iwe have not already heard enough, we shal! hear 
more. Embarrassed, vexed, pressed and distressed, as are her 
citizens at this moment, yet their resolution is uot shaken, their 
spiritis not broken; and, depend upon it, they will not see their 
commerce, their business, their prosperity and their happiness, 
all sacrificed to preposterous schemes and political empirinsm, 
without another, and a yet more vigorous, struggle. And Hud- 
son, and Albany, and Troy, and Schenectady, and Utica—pray, 
why may not the citizens of these cities have ag much weight 
with the honorable member now, as they justly had in 18343 
And does he; can he, doubt of what they think of hig bill? Ay, 
sir, and Rochester, and Batavia, and Buffile, and the entire 
western district of the State, does the honorable member sup- 
pose that, in the whole of ii, he would be able, by careful search, 
to do more than to find, now and chen, so rare a bird, as a sin- 
ple approver of this system? 

Mr. President, if this system must come, let it come. If we 
must bow to it, why, then, put it upon us. Doit. Do itby the 
power of Congress, and the President Congress and the Pro-. 
sident havethe power. But spare us, I beseech you, spare the 
people from the imputation that it is done under clear proof 
and evidence of their own approbation, Let it not be said 
it is their choice. save them, in all mercy, from that reproach. 

Sir, I think there is a revolution in public opinion, now go. 
ing on, whatever may be the opinion of the member from New 
York, or others. T think the fall elections prove this, and 
that other more recent events confirm it. I think itis a revolt 
against the absolute dictation of party, a revolt against coercion, 
on the public judgment; and. especially, against the adcpion 
of new mischievous expedients on questions of deep pubiie in- 
terest; a revolt againet the rash and unbridled spirit of change; 
a revolution, in short, againet fucther revolution. 1 hepe, most 
sincerely, that this revolution may go on: not, sir, fortheeake ef 
men, but for the sake of measures, aid for the sake of the coun- 
try. J wish itto proceed, till ibe whole country, with an inr 
perative unity of voice, shali call back Congress to the true 
policy of the Government. : 

The honorable member from New York is of opinion, sir, 
that thers 2re only three courses open to. ug. We must, bo 
urges, either adopt thie measure, or return toa sysiem of de- 
posites with the State banks, or establish a National Bank. Now 
sir, suppose this to be as the gentleman states, then, I say, that- 
either of the others is better than this... I would prefer doing 
almost any thing, aad I would: vastly prefer doing nothing, to 
teking this bill. ge - i 

Ineednot conceal my owh opinions. T am in favor of a 
national institution, with such provisions and securities as Con- 
gress may think proper, to guard against danger and against - 
abuse. Sut the honorable member. disposes of this at orce, by. 
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the declaration, that he himself can uever consent to a bank, 
being utter:y opposed to it, both on constitutional grounds, and 
grounds ofexpedisncy. ‘The gentleman’s opinion, always re- 
spected, 1s certainly of great weight and importance, from the 
public situation he occupies. But although these are his opi- 
moss, is i certain that a majority of the pesple'af the country 
agree with him in this parucular? I think not, I verily be. 
lieve a majority of the people of the United States are now of 
the opinion that a National Bank, properly constituted, limited, 
and guarded, is both constitutional and expedient, and ought 
now to be established. So. far asI can learn, three-fourths of 
the Western people are for it. Their representatives here can 
form a ketier judgment; but such ismy_ opinion, upon the best 
information which I can obtain, The South may be more di- 
vided, or may be against a national institutio); but, looking 
again to the centre, the North, and the East, and comprehend. 
ing the whole in one view, F believe the prevalent sentiment is 
such as I have stated. dt 

At the last session great pains were taken to obtaina vote of 
this and the other House againsta bank, for the obvious purpose 
of placing such an institution ut of the list of remedies, and 


so reconciling the people to the Sub-Treasury scheme. Well, 
sir, and did those votes produce any effect? -‘Noneatall. The 


people did not, and do not, care a rush for them. Inever hare 
seen, or heard, a single man, who paid the slightest respect to 
those votes ofours. The honorable member, to-day, opposed 
as he is toa bank, has not even alluded tothem. ‘So entire! 
vain is it, sir, in th 
or coerce the public judgment. Ail those resolutions fell per- 
fecily dead on the tables of the two Houses. We may resolve 
what we please, and resolve it when we please; but.if the-peo- 
ple do not like it, at their own good pleasure they wil! rescind it; 
and they are notlikely to continue. their approbation long, to 
any system of measures, however plausible, . which terminates 
in deep disappointment of all iheir hopes, for their own pros- 
perity, oe. 

I have said, sir, that in preference to this bill, I would try 
some modification of the Siate bank system; and I will cheer- 
fully do so, although every body knows that F always opposed 
that system, Sii, [think it less objectionable than this. Mr. 


RE. 
President, in my opinion, the real source of the evil lies in the 
tone, and spirit, and general feeling, which have pervaded ‘he 
Administration fur some years past. I verily believe the origin 
ia there. That spirit, I fully believe, has been deeply auti 
commercial, and of late decidedly unfriendiy to the State in- 
stitutions, Do the Jeading presses in favor of the Adininistra- 
tion speak itsown sentiments? If you think they do, then 
look atthe language and spirit of those presses, Do they not 
manifest an unceasing and bitter hostility to the mercantile 
classes, and to the institutions of the States? . I certainly never 
suppos-d the State banks fit agents for furnishing or regulating 
a national currency; but I have thought them. useful in-their 
proper places. Atany rate, the States had power to establish 
them, and have established them, and we have.no right to en- 
deavor to destrey them. How isit, then, that, generally, every 
leading: press which supports the Administration joins in. the 
general cry against these institutions of the States? Pow isin 
if it. be not that a spirit hostile te these institutions ‘has come 
to pervade the Administration itself? ae : 

In my opinion, the State-banks,:.on every ground demand 
other treatment; and: the interest oC the country requires that 
they should receive other treatment. ‘The Government hag 
aséd them, and why should it now not only desert, but abuse 
them? That some of the selected banke have behaved very unwor- 
thy, is no doubt true. The best behavior is not always to be e 
pected from pets. But thatthe banks, generally, deserved this 
unrestrained warfare upon them, at the hands of Government, 
I cannot believe, It appearsto me to be both ungrateful and 
unjust, . 

he banks, sir, are now making.an effort, which I hope may 
be successful, to resume specie payments. The process of ro- 
sumption worka, and must work, with severity upon the coun- 
try. Yet I most earnestly hope the banks may be able in 
accomplish the object. But, in all this effort, they. getno aid 
from Government, no succor front Government, hot even a 
kind word from Government. They get nothing but denuncia- 
tion and abuse, They work alone, and therefore the attainment 
of the end is the more difficult. They hope to reach that end 
only, or mainly by reduction and curtailment. If, by these 
means, payment in speciecan be resumed and maintained. the 
result will prove the existence of great solidity, both of the 
banks and of the mercantile classes. The Bank of Engk 
did not accomplish resumptien by curtailment alone. £ 
had the direct aid of Government, And the banks of the Uni 
States, in 1816, did not rely o». curtailment, a They had 
the aid of the then new created Bank of the United States, and 
ai} the countenance, assistance, and friendly support, which the 
Government contd give them. Sul I would not discourage 
the efforts of the banks. F trust they will succeed, andthat 
they will resume specie payments at the eat cucable 
moment; but itis, at the same time, my-full conviction, that, hy 
another and a better course of public. policy, the Government 
might most maierially assist the hanks to bring about resump- 
tion, and that, by Government aid, it might be brought abou 
with infinitely less of public ineunvenience and individual dis- 


For an easy resumption of specie payments, there is ma‘nly 
wanted a revival of trust, the restoration. of confidence, and 
a harmonious action, between the Government and. the money- 
ed institutions ef the country. But, instead of efforts to in- 
inspire trustand create confidence, we see aml hear no: iog 
bnt denunciation; instecd of harmonious action, we find nothing 
but unrelenting hostility, ` 

Mr. Peesident, you and I were in Congress, fi 
the me of the suspension of specie payments by th 
Whiat waa the spirit-af the Goverament at that tims, sir? 3 
it hostile, acrimonious, belligerant towards the State Insitutions? 
Did it look on them only fo frown? Did it touch them only to 
sistress3 Did it put them al onder the sceurge? You know 
sir, it was far otherwise. “Yon know that the Secretary of 
day entered inio- triente correspondence with them, and assut- 
ed them that he would second their efforts for resumption. by 
all the meansiuhis power. You know, sic, that, in fact. he did 
render most essential sid: And do ‘vow see; sir, any similar ef- 
fort now? ; Do you behold. n the bill before us, any thing of the 
spirit orthe. policy of Mr: Madison, en an occasion very like the 
present. Mr. Madison was a man of such subdued self-respect. 
that-he was w ling ta yield to’ experience and to the opinion of 
hie couritre; amman, too, of eo mach wistom and true patriotism, 
that:nothing was “allowed to-etand.- between himyand his-elear 
perception of. the publie good. Do you see; # 


country, fo attempt to forestall, commit, . 


aby thing of- 
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man, now nur y x 
acting an important part inthe couneis of the connie 
Mc. Lowndes; a man noi e sud in force and 
more distinguished for fhar large and compre 
things which is more necessary to make i Men an ig 
much rarer than mere positive talent; and for an imparual, 
a which kept him free from: preju 
and error, and which gav= great snd just infiuence to at 
opinions. Do you see; s y thing of the spirit, the temper, 
the cvol judgment, or the long-sighted policy of Mr. Lowndes in. 
alf that Is now before ts? And Mr. Crawford, then at the head. 
of the Treasnry, arduously striving to restore the finances, to.re- 
es:ablisi-beth public aad, private credit, and to place the cur- 
rency, once more, upon its safe and proper fouscaiion; do you 
sce, sir, the:-marks of Mr. Crawford's hands inthe measure now 
Presented for onr approbaticn? 
Mr. President, I bave jitte to say of the suboidinats provi 
sions of this bill, ef the receivers-general, ox of the dangero 
power given to the Secretary, of investing the public money: in- 
State socks of his own selection. My oppusition to the billis to 
the whole of it. Itis general, uncompromising, and decided. 1 
oppase all its ends, objects, and purposes; oppose ail its. mean. 
its inventions, and its conrivantce. Lara opposed to the sep: f 
tionof Goverament and People; 4m oppased,now and.at ai | 
times, toan exclusive metallic currency; Lam opposed to the 
one of | 


T mea 


spirit in which the measure originates, and to all end every 
emanation and ebullition of that spirit. I solemnly declare.thai, 
in thas studying our own safety, and renownciig all care over 
the general currency, we in my opinion, abandon 
tie plainest and mosti 
sir, we were, at this moment, at war w 
and if his fleets aad armies we 
it were proposed in Cong 
the Capitol, and abaneou the country to its fate, 
certainly, a more sivixing, a more a i 
my judgment, not £ move clear and ir 
than we commitin this 
constitutional power an 
terest of the national currenc 
tuuenal power, and that constitutional duty, to the Ja it shal! 
not be with my consent shat our ancient policy shall be over- 
turned. It shall not be with my consent that the country shall 
be plunged further and further into the unfathomed depths of 
new expedienta. 3 

k shall not be, withouta vote cf remenstrince fram me, that 
one great and important purpose for which this Government 
was framed, shall now be surrendered and Rbanconed forever, 


oe 
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SPEECH OF MR. RIVES, 
OF Virani, 


. sury bill, and in sm 
Mr. PRESIDENT: E wo 
T had found the measure 
Teould couscientously support 
every interest ofthe vation requir 
but wisely set! it is time 
from those anxieties and apprehensions in regard to t 
which, added to the è menis ai they 
an incubus upon (he national enterprise, and p 
ties. I should have been most happy, uierefore, 
seen in the measure recommend 
nance, any of those healing and 
circumstances of the Ume: 
imperiously demand. Thad hoped, indecd, atone time, that 
such a measure would have been presented 1o us. The Presi: 
deni, in his Message ta © atthe commencement of the | 
present session, while ri 
uiousin favor of thet 
very property invice: 
nifestations of pt 
place; ani vecognis 
of the Republic,” p 


ina 


ying to me if 
ion such a one ag 
Tie question is one which 
s should be settled—prompily . 
t the country were relieved 


5 3 
fEcoukt ha 


ve 
Uhy the Committee on Fi- 
ufary tendencies which the 
s and the situation of the country so 


sideration of Cy 
nt whieh had. 


thata meas bich had 

proved unacceptable to people, aught not to be: again 

pressed on their adoption, Thad hoped thai the Committee on | 
Finance, concnrring in. this Repultica i 
Magistrate, and in th fence of th 
recent election: 
West, had a 
ofthe dat 
ucknowlec 
wen 


nd nothing to jus 
ntial reepect, ar 
the late se 


Vate its defi 
at did, the 
zardous am! demorati 


basis of operations, 
Government ban 
chinery, it institutes y 
very name (Re 
sociation. tray 
ficence ot that biooted.a 
which is the acknowlecce 
I propose, Mr. Pre: 
possible, to pass in y 
fina cial proet. Jis f 
coilect the public reven: 
culation consisting exch: 
bank paper for 


Eexecnt 


of 


‘pal poleta of t 
oF n 


encef a cir- 
at. gil times, 
ope. O this 
of the Govern- 
‘epublican and 
ing my views 
It was the sub- 


money 
3 the people, ang is an 
neies, F hadan opportunity of 
re Tate session of Congress. 


very folly & 


ject of very thoreuga discussion on bath sides, at that time; and 
forone Lam nerfeciiy content to abide the verdict of public 4 


adinion onthe arguments an the one sidé and the other: then 
presented. H wasshown. in my judgment, most concluaively, 
that the effect of this principle would. be permanentiv to cre- 
atc two Currencies in the country—one, and that the “helter 
one, for the Government ; another, the infericr, one, for the 
people~that ii would'thusseparate the interests of the gover- | 


rs tram these of the geve 
hy and common, feelin 2 
he oaty,.securiiyo und. adininistration: of 
-that iowee'd indefiai-ely:protract the resent derang 
ofthe currency, and detive, ivover Analy toa; State val 
hopeless and irremedia bie disorder- 
the insti utions;of the States. woukl be uf ibe: 


ne 
Q 
ER 


inosty hostile: 


ing heretofore discegsed therm véry fully, butthal the Senay 
from New York (Mr. Warert] has thought proper az ’ 
gus (hem, and L must say, with all his ingenulty, has: failed: 


My estimation, to shake-a. single position maintained bythe ope 


ponents of this biil.. “It has:beentazhionable to: denounce thes 
objections aa mere ad caplandum arguments; but; sttpuhav. 


they been answered? Canathey. be anewered,-otherwisethan by: 


returning epithets for arguments? 


- That the measure wauld establish 


rency of the peqple, cannot be denied, for: such, is: the: positive 
“provision ofthe bilk. Ic ex plessly requires, ihat after a certain 
time, the Government shall receive, in discharge of the public 
dues, andto pay its officers and. other créditors, nothing ‘bat 
gold and silver; or its ywn paper, while the. common currency 
in which-the people transact their dealings, would. atill-remain 


bank paper. The facti then, is undeniable, But it.is intimated: > 


that there is nothing. wrong inthis; aad we. whchoppose it are 


asked if we would have the Government, in the present- condi: 
tion of things, for example, to receive us. revenue in the varis.. 


nouent 


and thatite operation vion 
ructive character.. 1 should not now recur:te these tepios;. 


age) 


é a.distinction; anodions dic: . : 
‘tinction, between the currency of the Govemment andthecur- |. 


ous spurious substitutes for money, which vow form:so large a: 


portion. of the actyal circulation of the country: 'Thé-answer, 
sir, cosis me noembariasement. Isay; no; but this is precisely 
a case in which the exception proves therule. | The presentis 
a temporary and accidental state. of things; and: the ‘refusal: of 
the Government, under existing circumstances, to receive ihe 


degraded currency of the times in payment- of the “pablicure=’ 


venue, so far from being founded on any permanent distinction 
berween the currency: of the Government and the: currency: of 
the people, is intended to do away that distinction,-and: to. pra- 
vide a sound conyerible currency 
Government and people—for the Joint resolution of 1816). whie 


is still the Jaw of the land, expressly. declares. that owhen‘athe 


ba: hall resume specie pay ments, and:thus provide ithe. pen- 


for the-commion ‘usd “of bth- i 


ple with a sound convertible currency; that. currency: shati ba: 


equally receivable:by: the Governmentin discharge’ of ite dura. : 


Pur the kill of the. honorable. Senator :contempiates .né. such 
thing, 


circumstances whatever--even.. though -convertile: netandy 
into specie. ke will have for the Goyerament nothingbut god: 
and silver, or-fts own paper, It comands, witho Shylock weve: 
rity; its “pound of flesh.” and thatito; without the conditiog'af : 
humany imposed on the.Venitian Jew; “% Spllcardrop of: 


a Soka ge® 4 


Christian blood” in the exaction nieces athe 
York. seems, howev.r, to 


The honorable Senator from. New 
have. persuaded himself that the re 
in pay ment of the public dues would improve.the general éur: 
tency, by bringing into. circulation ajlarger portion vif the: pres 
cious metals. But, sir, how can this be? It was's in the 


It rejects the paper of the banke. inexorably uncer all > 


guisiden of gold and:ailvir - 


S SRC WI 
discussions of theJate session .of Congress, that. when:there are 


two.currencies ina country, one answering all the urposes (f 
the cther, and a valuable purpose beides that which answers 
the addiionat purpose wouki be ata premium, and; being sò, 
Would not enter jnto-.genera! circulation, bur be boughtand sold 
as an article o merchandise. According to this Jaw.of curren- 
cy, it would follow, under the operation of the 
that gald and silver only being applicable tg revenué paymenis, 
they would, in general, command.a premium, and would, con- 
sequently, be withdrawn fromgeneral circulation. 
be suld by the broker to the public debtor, 


} ‘They would 
who-would pay them 


proposed system,” 


to the Government; by the Government they would be paii ous © 
to the public creditor, and the public creditor would go and: sell: 


them again to the broker. This would be the natrow ard 


charmed circle of their movement. They cou'd never enter into“ 


the general circulation under euch circimatances;: nor, indeed, 
under any circumstances; 
oceasion,) without a previous suppression of the smaller deno- 
m 
sions, 


‘The honorable Senator aiso argues that this policy would tend 


to secure sounduess inthe paper portion of the currency, by: 
checking over-issues of the banks: But, instead of contr 
kuting to the soundness of the paper currency; it weuld neces- 
s increase its Insecurity. The great source of insecurity 
in the banking. system at present, as is well known, ‘is the dan- 
ger of a suspension of specie payments arising from a foreign 
n of the precious metais. ` (ut-this measure wouhl-super: 
add to the foreign and internal drain of specie, to be locked up 
in the vanits of the Government; and, from the natnre of things, 
this internal and external drain would occur at the sime ma 
. and exert together their destructive Influence: unc 
it would be in yenis of heavy impartations tha 


ch circumstances that the demard for enecie to pay the dus 
s on these importations being cready augmented. the intemal 

n would operate also with most severity... Howy ther, can 
anorable Senator bragine that the security- ofthe paper 


currency supplied by the-ba: ke ito he increased: by exposing 
the 


cal a moment? i r 
Ta regard to tbe hostile eperation of this measure onthe 
State currencies ond the. credit institutions of she Staten tho: 
hor gable Venator has taken up the subject in-lar ted parrew 2 
petrol view. Ne spoke.as ifthe whole materno ermplainy 
respect, consisted in withholding the depasites’ of the 
ney. trem the banks, - Bit, str, the-gée?: of the ques- 
t ots not lje bere, ‘Thissis a mater in. whieh the conte: 
mesice and the safety ef the Government i 
far more than: eny interest. of the banks generally, or of: the: 
States by which they ave crested. “Phe real grievance isin, 
the stern exelveion: by law-of the sound converuble curioncies 
of the States from ali transections of the Federal Government: 


dificult matty 


jat 


(as has been amplychown onanother > 


ons of bank notes, for-vhich this bill contains. no provi.’ 


ud be most sensibly feltyand it would be precisely” uncer: - 


nto a donble presstre, from within and from without atto ” 


teelf are concei ned ii 
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our old continental money, bé made to take their place. But 
- the Senator from New York tells us that the State currencies 
willenjoy as much favor under the new policy as they. did un“ 
dex the regime of the United States Bank; that that institution ! 
very rarely received the notes.of the State banks in collection 
of the- public revenue, and, when it did sọ, it promptly return- 
ed them for conversion’ into specie. J certainly had not ex- 
pected, Mr. President, that the Bank ofthe United States would 
be held up; from that quarter, as a model for imitation, in re- 
gard to its policy toward the State institutions.. But the Sena- 
tor is mistaken'in what he:says of the course of that institution, 
and it will appear that even its policy was one ôf far, more libe- 
rality toward the State institutions than that which the honora- 
ble Senator himself now proposes. ` It is officially stated in the 
triennial report of the president of that institution to the stock- 
holders, in September, 1831, that the Bank of the United States 
was in the practice of “receiving freely the notes of the State 
banks, ‘within convenient reach of the bank and its branches;” 
and this free reception of the notes of the State banks, and pe» 
riodical “settlement of accounts” with them, were the boasted 
means on which that institution relied to regulate and perserve 
the soundness of the general currency ofthe country. Ir is far- 
ther shown,.by the answer of that officer to certain interroga- 
tories: propounded to him by the Committee on Finance of this 
body, in March, 1830, that though frequent “settlements of ac- 
counts” were made by the Bank of the United States with the 
State banks, they were “rarely forced to pay specie” to any’ 
` considerable amount for their notes, but payment was taken in 
their bills of exchange, or balances permitted to lie over, until 
melted down in the ordinary course of their business and mu- 
wal transactions. This statement is sustained, through a series 
of years, by the annual returns of the bank to Congress, ex- 
hibiting generally large balances due to it from the State hanks. 
But, sir, even though the course of the United States Bank had 
been as unfriendly toward the State institutions as the gentle- 
man from New York supposes, the law of the land, the legisla- 
tion of Congress, made no attack on them, as is now proposed. 
On the country, their credit was cherished and sustained by 
the law; for the joint resolution of 1816 expressly declared that 
their notes, when convertible on demand into specie, should be 
receivable, equally with specie, in paynient of public dus, 
This is the important consideration; for, in the law im the po- 
licy and language of the Government, abides mainly that prin- 
ciple of confidence on which all papercurrency rests, and which 
Isnow proposed to be rudely withdrawn from the currencies of 
the States, however unquestionable theirsoundness and value. 
But, Mr. President, without dwelling farther on these consi- 
derations, I beg leave to ask gentlemen who aré so zealously pa- 
tronizing the policy ofthis measure, if they can adduce to us, 
from ancient or modern times, from civilized or even barbarous 
communities, a solitary example of a Government demand 
and collecting its revenue ma currency different from the ¢ 
mon, actual currency of the éountry. If there be any such, it 
hag escaped my. researches. In countries where the public 
revenue may have been, of may ‘naw be, collected in gold and 
silver, it will be found that gold and silver ‘constitute the coni- 
mon, ‘actual, currency of the people. .Even-in England and 
France, . where the circulationconsists in sò large a proportion 
of the precious metals, the revenue payments are by nu means 
confined to gold and silver; but bank notes are: freely received 
in both, in discharge of the Government dues. It is, indéed, a 
fundamental maxim of taxation, laid down by all writers ou po- 
Jitical economy,” and respected in the practice of all Govern- 
ments, that the mode of payment of the public ‘contributiens 
ought to be that most consistent with the. convenience of the 
payers—the great body of tke community. Is it reserved for 
the Government of the United States, in its theory the most po- 
pular on earth, and claiming the merit of the closest sympathy 
with the wants and interests of the people, to sct the first ex- 
ample ofa departure from this just and benignant rule of po- 
licy? and for what-reason—for| what purpose? I think Ihave 
shown, that none of the great interests of the country are to be 
promoted by-it:. It may, itis true, be quite agreeable to the of- 
fice holders; and other recipients of the bounty of the Govern- 
ment, to obtain their emoluments in a “better currency than the 
common currency of the people; but surely this will be hetd no 
Jegitimate consideration for legislators and statesmen. What. 
end, ther, js to be answered? what object.to be promoted by the 
introduction of this anomaly in the history of legislation? Is it 
to carry out some: theoretical dogma—some mere com 
place ofpartyt. Is it, in short, to satisfy the notions conc 
and propagated wider the well-sounting phrase, constitutional 
currency? 
Į ask, then, whatismeant by this‘phrase? Is it meantitat | 
no other currency is constitettonal but gold and silver? i 
Ideny the proposition.. -Bank nates, as Ò 
tutional as goid and silver. The Constitution, it is true, de 
that “no Siate shallmake any thing but goldand silyer coin a 
tender in payment of debts.” This was’ intended to establish 
an ultimate standard of value for the adjustment of contracis, 
where the parties choose to insist on the strictness of legal 
rights; but not to prevent the States from authorizing converti- 
ble representatives of that value to be used as currency, ora 
common medium of exchange and circulation, in the ordinary 
business of life.. On the contrary, these representatives, in the 
shape of bank notes, were known and used as currency, at the 
tire of the aduption of the Constitution, and nothing in that in- 
strument ‘prohibits: them—the States have, constantly since, 
been in the habit of creating corporations, authorized to issue 
and circulate them—the power, thus exercised by the States, 
has been invariably: acquiesced in and recognised by the Gene: 
ral Government—and recently it has been determined by the 
solemn and unanimous judgment of the highest judicial tribunal _ 
in the country, (in the case of Briscoe vs. the Commonwealth 
Bank of Kentucky) that. the States rightfully and constitution- 
ally possess the power. - I say, it was unanimously so decided. 
by the Supreme Court, because, although a minority of that 
Court were of opinion that, where. the State owned the entire 
stock of the bank, the exercise. of the power would be an in- 
. frmgement of the constitutional prohibition on the States “to 
emit bills of credit,” yet all the judges concurred that the autho- 
rity of the States was. usquestionable where the stock of the 
banks was owned either by ‘individuals entirely, or by them in 
common withthe State asa partial stockholder. State bank 
notes, ‘theny being issued in pursuance of an unquestionable 
constitutional authority, are- a constitutional currency, as well 
as goldand silver. Tt is true, a creditor canuot be compelled to 
actept- payment of his.debt in bank notes, if he object to do so; 
but this does not-affect their character as- currency as a com: 


* Smith’s Wealth of Nasions, boek v, chap, ii. 
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mon medium of exchange and circulation, or prevent a pay- 
ment in bank notes from being a final and complete discharge. 


of the debt, if accepted. 


_ But, perhaps, by this. oft repeated phrase, it is meant-to be- 
implied'that there js some special constitutional obligation on 


the Government to demand its dues in gold and silver. There 


` is as litte foundation, however, for this notion’as for that. which 


I have just exposed.. -The Government ts like every other cre- 
ditor: “I has the power, as every individual creditor has, (ìf it 
chooses wantonly to exert it, and to recur to the rigor of-strict: 


. righi) to Insist onthe payment of its dues in gold -and silver; . 


but, asah individual creditor ‘also, it may waive its strict right, 
the sternness of the summum jus, (which, we are told, is 
most frequently summa injuria) and receive its dues in the 
same medium which individuals and the people, by common 
consent, use for the adjustment oftheir transactions. This it 
has done, from the adoption of the Constitution to the present 
day, and never, heretofore, with any question of the constitu- 
It not only has the constitutional 
power which every other creditor has, to waive the strictness 
of its right in this respect, but it is especiaily incumbent on it, 
as the common agent of the people, guided by that fundamental 
and benignant maxim of taxation to which I have’ already 
adverted, to waive an extreme right which, in its exercise; 
would so seriously affect the convenience of its constituents—~ 
the great body of the people. ~è 

We must not, then, be led away, under the dominion of well- 
sounding phrases, of plausible or pompous commonplaces, to 
disregard the real interests of the country. As legislators and 
statesmen, we must emancipate our minds from the delusive 
authority of mere-dogmas, and look to the consequences of our 
actions, thd practical effects of our measures. Lf we trace this 
requisition of specie for the public dues in its effects on the ac- 
tual business of society, we shall find that it is calculated to cen: 
vulse the whole monetary system of the country, and to keep it 
ina state of ceaseless and distressing commotion. Under the 
operation of the banking system as it-exists in this country, 
specie is to be regarded not’so much a part of the currency as 
the basis or source of a far larger portion. For every dollar of 
hard money thatis taken from the banks, four or five-times its 
amount is withdrawn in another form from the actual circula- 
tion of the country. Bearing this in mind, let-us see how the 
proposed system would work. In. years of abundant importa- 
tion, the circulation of the seaports being insufficient to furnish 
the requisite sums of specie to pay the duties, large amounts 
would be drawn from the South and West to meet the demands 
of the custom-house in the North and the Bast. The sections, 
thus stripped of their specie, would be, all at once, subjected to 
the greatest of all calamities in a pecuniary point of view—that 
of a deficient circulation, suddenty contracted, net in the ratio, 
merely, of the specie removed, but of four or five times its 
amount; for to that extent would the banks he compelled to call 
ju their circulation, in orJer to meet the dratis upon them for the 
precious: metals. Under this desolating process, the prices of 
property would be struck down, the relation of debtor and credi- 
tor violently disturbed, and cvery branch of industry paralyzed 
and withered. . On the other hand, when the jand sales became 
active, the current: would be reversed, large masses of specie 
would bè drawn from the North and the East to the South and 
the Wesf, attended with thé same distressing effets on the trade 
and industry of the country, and only shifting the theatre of their 
disastrous operation. 
dragging, to and fro, of the specie of the country, contrary to the 
natural Jnwe of trade, -and in obedience only to arbitrary go- 
vernmenta! rezulatione, but incessant throes and convulsions in 
the wholesysiem of its business and currency? 

t would be some comper 


in their turn, be stripped, under the operatio; 
tem, were restored to active and beneficial u 
to which it would be transferred. But wouid this be tr 
No, sir, ‘The whole surplus, beyond the current disbursemen 
ofthe Government, would test in barren and unprednctiv 
idleness, inthe “vaults and iron safes” of your Sub-Vreasuvi 
It would be an annihilation of so much of the-national capital, 
susceptible of multiplication, through conventional substitutes, 
la four times its nominal amount, and capable of fructifying 
and sustaining the national industry to a corresponding exient. 
1 must confess, Mr. President, that tbis monopoly and hoarding 
of the precious metals by the Government does seem to me 
unworthy of the age in which we liv We may find exam- 
pies of it among the nations of antiquity. But their circum- 
stances were very different from ours. They were engaged in 
frequent wars, and they accumnuiated their treasure, in ad- 
vance, as a provision fo those national emergencies, always with 
them more or less near at hand. It may also deserve conside- 
ration whether the practice which: prevailed among them of 


į} hoarding the public treasure was not the cause, fully as much 


as the effect, of the frequency of their wars; for the relief to in- 
dustry from unlocking those vast hoards in time of war may 
well be conceived to have rendered the occurrence of war no 
unwelcome event to their crowded populations. If we descend 
to modern times, we find no instance of this national hoarding, 
but among rude ‘and uncivilized communities—the Barbary 
Powersor the Tartar tribes, for example. The Dey of Al- 
giers is said to have heen the master‘of a large hoard of accu- 
mulated treasure, when he was expelled from his dominions by 
the French. So, also, was Mazeppa, the celebrated Cossack 
chieftain, the -untutored ally of Charles the Twelfth. But, 
surely, we are not going to the banks of the Dnieper; or the shores 
of Africa, for lessons in policy and legislation. We shall not 
thus, I humbly trust. dishonor the spirit. of the age, belie the 
genius of our free institutions, and mar the destinies of our great 
and. glorious country. 

But there are other aspects of this measure even more dan- 
gerous and alarming. In the remarks I had the honor to sub- 
mit tothe Senate, at the late session, [ said that this scheme 
had’ a squintiog, ‘an awful squinting” towards a Treasury. 
Bank. Itnow has that character boldiy planted on its front.” 
It is, to all intents abd purposes, a great Government. Bank; 
and of this I persuade myself I shall be able to satisfy every 
gentleman who wili do me the honor to accompany me. in.the 
analysis I propose to make of its composition. In the. first 
place, the national revenue, collected in gold and silver, is to be 
disposed of in masses at certain leading points, designated by 
their importance in a commercial, financial, or political view. 
The bili directs that there shalj-be a great central depot of it in 
the new Treasury building here, another depot in the mint at 
Philadelphia, a third in the branch, mint at New Orleans, and 
four other similar depots of the national treasure, in gold and 
silver, at New York, Boston, Charieston, and St. Louis. Build- 


What could result from this perpetual . 
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ings are to be erected (where they du not ‘already exist) for the 


. reception and security of thesé ‘funds, fitted up with vaults, 


safes, and all the usual'appendages'of a banking establishment. 


<The Treasurer and the:Secretary of thè Tréeasury are to. pre: 
side, particularly over.the central’ establishment herethe 
. Treasurer of the mint and branch ‘mint over. the establishment 
` in Philadelphia and New Orieans, and four Receivers General, 


with their clerks and-assistanta, over those of New-York, Bos: 
ton,- Charleston, and St. Louis, . ‘Thus yon- have’ the: funds or- 


` capitel to operate on placed'in position at suitable points; and 


a complete organization of ‘officers to mahage and administer 
these funds. Nothing but the plastic hand of the Secretary of 
the Treasury will be wanting to mould these : materials into a 
bank, and to.give motion and direction to the machine. | How 
‘will it bè done? The modus operandi will be perfectly natural 
and simple, `- ; i : : 

The Government funds, comparéd with the disbursements to 
be niade, will be in exeess. in some places, while they will be 
deficient in others... They must then be transferred from one 
place of deposite to another... This will hardly ever, itis to be 
presumed, be done by an actual transportation ofspecie. It will, 
doubtless, be generally done by the ordinaty commercial means 
of drafts and bills of exchange. ‘The bill most sedulously gives 
to the Secretary of the Treasury an unlimited discretionary au: 
thority to make and order these transfers from one place of de- 
posite to another, and from one individual depositary to another, 
At a place, therefore, where the Government funds are in ex- 
cess, and he wishes to transfer a portion of them to some other 
place where they are deficient, he will naturally direct a- draft 

ht, paying for it 
out of the specie accumulated in excess atthe place ef the nego- 
tiation. On the other hand, when he wishes to draw funds from 
a distar:! place, where they are m excess, to a place where they 
are deficient, a bill on the former place will be sold, and the 


. money. received for itadded to the deficient funds at the place 


of the negotiation. The officers of the Government thus opera-- 
ting on the public funds under this system, would become habi- 
tual dealers in exchange—a regular and acknowledged branch 
of the business of banking. In the exercise of these functions, 
the accommodation. of individuals would come to be fully as 
much consulted as the wantsof.the Government. The Receiver 
General at St. Louis, for example, having an excess of the. pub- 
lic moneys in his hands, and instructed to transfer that excess. to | 


l the Sub-Treasury at New York, would naturally doso by duy- 


ing drafts of merchants or other individuals on the latter place. 

But in this application of the public money to the purchase of 
drafts, what an endiess field would there be for undue favors to 

individuals, as well in discriminating among those who might 
have drafts to sell, as in adjusting the price and other terms of 
the purchase. So, likewise, iwe suppose the Receiver Gene- 

ral at New York authorized to draw a suiplus of public. moneys 

from St. Louis, he would do so by selling drafts on the Receiver 

General at St. Louis; and, in this operation of selling, there 
would be nearly the same danger of abuse, and of the influence 
of personal consideration, as I have just.shown to exist in: that 
of buying exchange, y” 

kis also very easy to perceive that, under the forms of buying 
selling bills of exchange by Government officers, real loans to 
individuals may be couched. -IfI buy, for example, ‘a billo f 
exchange which has sixty or ninety days to run, and pay: for it 
in cash, as I suppose to be done in the case, put above, of a re- . 
ceiver genera! purchasing bills to transfer an excess of public - 
-money#.in his hands, what is this, in fact, but a (can of money 
i) be returnedat the end of sixty or ninety days, at some other 
place, where the. Government wanis iQ. Ir is, indeed, except 
as to place, the ordinary. form of discounting. mercantile papers 
Ta like manner, the sale of a bul of exchange, to be paid fore 
a future day, isa very Gonvenicit medium of a reai loan.. The 
purcina vmediate!y the bil he has bought, réalizes it, 
le use o Which he enjoys for the stipulated period, 
s it With the vate or profit profit agreed upon in 
purchase. The iransactioa ts, to every practical 
and professional gentlemen, conversant wih the - 
GCeviees y d to evade the statutes against usury; will tell 
you that ng is more cominon than io make areal Joan un- 
der this very form of selling a biil of exchange. We see, then; 
that the officers of the Treasury, under the organization pruvi- 
ded by this bill, would not only be engaged in buying and sel- 
ling bills of exchange, but they would’ have the power of dis: 
counting mercantile paper and makisg real loans.. Thus the 
bil creates, in eflect, a bank af discount. d; 

It would, moreover, be avhank of deposite, fof the 27th secs 
tion of the biii expressly authorizes individuals to deposite mo- 
ney in the ''Freasury, or at such otber pointe as the ‘Treasurer 
may designate,” the receipts for which, it is declared, shall be 
current in the several land offices as cash. This, lam aware, 
is but a special and Hmited provision, confined at present io 
payments in advance for public lands. But the principle, be- 
ing once introduced, will, from time to time, be extended to 
other cases. -I shall hereafter have occasion to show that Pre- 
sident Jackson, when he suggested the idea of a Government 
bank, of which this bil! seems to be the development, express- 
ly recomrnended that it. should be based upon individual as 
well as the public deposites. : 

The organization instituted by this bill would also-he.a bank 


` of circulation, for the drafts, receipts, and other paper autho- 


rized to be issued by the officers of the Treasury, under the pro- 
visions of the bill, would forma partof the actual currency and 
circulation ofthe country. -Thatit is designed, through the me- 
diam of this machinery, to issue permanently a Government 
paper currency, under some form or other, is sufficiently evinced 
by the alternative clause of the bill relating to receipts and pay~ 
ments by the Government, which requires that all such receipts 
and payments, after 4 certain period, shall be in gold or silver, 
“or in notes, bills, or paper issued under the authority of the 
United States”? The Senator from. South Carolina, [Mr Car- 
HOUN, j} the patron and. champion of this bill, and the author of. 
the provision just referred to, is known to adyocate.a paper Gur+ 
rericy. of that description, issued and resting exclusively on the 
credit of the Government... The Secretary of the: Treasury, too, 
in his report on the finances, at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session, does not-hesitate to ask Congress for. the permanent 
grant ofan anthority toissue Treasury notes, (at his: discre- 


-tion, within a certain limit, according tothe varying wants of 


the Treasuty. But the design of supplying a paper medium 
for general circulation, through: the fiscal action of the Govern. 
ment, is more fully developed in the annual report of that offi- 
-cer at the last session, and from that-document I beg-leave to 
read to the Senate-a few significant extracts: 

“Should Congress, says the Secretary, ‘ determine that itis 


| proper to furnish, by its own authority, and for the purposes 
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before mentioned, some paper medium of higher character, 
and other than what now existsin private billsof exchange, or 
notes of State banks, no doubt exists that any benefits which 
may. occasionally be derived from its employment can be readi- 
ly secured, without treading on the debateable ground of either 
the power or the policy of chartering: a National Bank. Certi- 
ficates, not on interest, but payable in specie to. bearer or order, 
as well as being receivable for all public-daes, could be autho- 
rized to be given in payment to the public creditor, whenever 
prefered Wy him, and. sufficient specie existed in the Tréa. 
sury: This kind of paper would be very convenient in form, 
and would differ littie-from the drafts now in use on. banks, 


except being drawn on a known specie fund,and expressing on ` 


its face not only this, but its being receivable, in the ‘first in-. 


stance, forall public dues. “It would possess the highest credit | 


attainable in society.” “The common drafts of this Depart 
ment, in-the present convenient form, possess one advantage, 
which could be imparted to the certificates. “When used at 
places against which the balance of trade exists, but drawn on 
places in whose favor it is, the former do now, and may here- 
after, not only facilitate essentially the domeslic exchanges, * 
but, at the same time, supersede numerous bank transfers, 
and the more expensive transportation of specie itself.” 

“The Mint certificates, heretofore: given on the. deposite of 
bullion and specie for coinage, might be easily made running 
to bearer or order, and receivable for all public dues; and, in 
that way, would contribute to the same desirable ends.” 

“It must be obyieus thatthe paperof any bank would be less 
safe and useful in being received for public dues, in proportion 
as it may want such solid securities and foundations.as the cer: 
tificates before described.” i = 

My purpose is not now to discuss the supposed advantages 
of this Government paper currency, so much Jauded by-the Se- 
cretary. The great recommendation of it, in his eyes, is that 
it would rest upon a specie basis co-extensive with the issues. 
But as the certificates would be rarely returned for redemption. 
nothing would be. more likelyto happen than what occurred 
in the case of the Bank of Amsterdam: that, in the mean time, 
large portions of the specie would be withdrawn and diverted to 
other purposes. But. 
issuecf a Governnie 
is one of the main ò 
looking at the pass 
port in the report of 
sible to wink so ha 
paper medium, throu 
ment, which, it is hoy 
currencies; and the organ 


currency, in some form or other, 
is new financial. scheme. In 

d, and others of similar im- 
y of the Treasury, it is impos- 
hat the design is to’ supply a 
ivcal operations of this Govern- 

ullimately supersede the State 

ivn proposed in this bill is the in- 
strument by which that n isto be accomplished. That it 
would be a bank of circu xis unquestionable; andI have 
already shown that it would be a bank both of discount and 
doposite. : 

The Secretary of the ‘Treasury, however, seems to think 
there would be no Bank in all this, because there would be no 
incorporation. Butincorporation is not necessary to consti- 
tute a bank, which derives its character wholly from the nature 
of its business and functions. The Governmentbank of Russia 


rated; but nobody ever suppose 
that account, S i vayiean years ago, the cele- 
brated Mr. Ricardo proposed the plan of “a National Bank” in 
England, which, among cther things, was to have the exclusive 
privilege of issuing the whole paper currency of the kingdom. 
t was to be a Government institution, consisting of five com- 
missioners, rending Bu London, to be appointed by the Crown 
and removable by Parliament, and tobe assisted by agents and 
officers established in the leading country towns. The plan of 
this bill bears, in some respects, so close a resemblance to that 
of Mr. Ricardo, that itis difficult to resist the impression that the 
one must have suggested the other, The organization proposed 
by Mr. Ricardo consisted, like that of this bill, of public officers, 
having certain duties and functions assigned to them, connect- 
ed with the collection and management of the ponte revenue, 
as well as with the issue of a paper currency. o act of incor- 
poration wag proposed or deemed necessary; but he did not, on 
that account, the less consider his scheme a “National Bank,” 
under which name it was expressly presented to his coun- 
trymen. 
But there js another authority on this. head still more in point. 


It remounts to the first suggestion ever made in this couniry of - 


a Government or Treasury Bank, Lallude, of course, to Presi- 
dent Jackson, who, in his first annual message to Congress, 
(182),) threw out the idea ofa Bank, founded on the “credit and 
resources of the United States.” This suggesyion became the 
subject of very able and elaborate examination by the Com. 
mittees on Finance, in this and the other House, by both of 
which, though consisting of warm friends of the President, the 
suggestion was repudiated and exploded. ` The President, in 
his Message atthe commencement of the following session of 
Congress, (December, 1830,) thought proper to recur to the 
subject, and to define more precisely what he meant by a Bank 
founded on “the credit and resources of the United States.” The 
scheme he then brought forward was identical, in e é 
spect, with that contained in the present bill; and yet, 
soldierly frankness which characterized him, he did not hesi- 
tate to call it by its proper name—“a. Bank of the United 
States.” Let us see what he said on that occasion: ay 
“In the spirit of compromise and improvement. which distin 
guished our country and its institutions, it becomes us to Inquire 
whether it be not possible to secure the advantages afforded by 
the present Bank, through the agency of a Bank of the United 
States, so modified in its principles ahd structure as to obviate 
` constitutional and other objections. Itis thought practicable to 
organize such a Bank, with the necessary oflicers, asa branch 
ofthe Treasury Department, based on the public and individu- 
al deposites, (without power to make loans or purchase pro- 
perty which shall remit the funds of the Government, and 
the expenses of which may be paid; if thought advisable, by al-. 
lowing its officers to sell bills of exchange to private individu: 
als, ata moderate premium, &. &c. In times of public emer- 
gency, the capacities of such an institution might be enlarg- 
ed by legislative provisions” 

The bank which General Jackson proposed was to bë orga- 
nized, with the necessary officets;as a branch of ihe Treasury 
Deparment to be based-on the public and individual depo- 
sites to emit the funds of the. Government, and-to dealin. 
bills of eechange. The organization provided by the bill un- 
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der consideration, isto possess every one of theseat tributes, and 
to perform other banking functions in addition, such as the issue 
ofpaper, which was not then contemplated. Yet, while the 
former plan was boldly avowed to be'a bant, this is denied to 
beone. Gen. Jackson, with all his popularity and energy of 
purpuse, was not able to. commend his plan to the favor of the 
country, and even his volonte de fer, (iron will)-as it was called 
by a foreign representative, 6n a memorable occasion, obeying 
the great law of Republicanism, bent heneath the force of public 
opinion, and abandoned the scheme. Yet the-same scheme is 
now re- produced, amid the confusion of the times, in an aggra- 
vated form, but without the name. 


It is a remarkable circumstance, Mr. President, that the most 


ancient and celebrated binking institutions, of Europe have - 


grownup from precisely such beginnings as aré contained in 
-this bill’ The Bank of Venice, for example, the oldest and most 
“celebrated bank in Europe, commenced as a fiscal institution. 
The Republic, pressed by itsforeign wars, was compelled tore- 
sort to a forced loan. Tn order to secure the payment of the in- 
terest on this loan, itset apart certain branches of the public 
revenue, and instituted a board of commissioners called the 
‘Chamber of Loans, whe were charged with the colection -ànd 
management of those branches of the revenue, and thè applica- 
tion of their proceeds to the punctual payment of the interest on 
the loan. Inthetransaclion of the business confided to them, 
they had occasion sometimes to buy and sell. bills af exchange, 


` asI have shown the officers-of the Treasury, under the organi- |, 


zation of this bill, would do. Having frequently surplus- funds 
on hand, they began at length to.employ them more extensively 
in the operation of buying and selling exchange, and under 
this power actually advanced money on mercantile papér, or, 
in other words, became a bank of discount. -The credit and 
responsibility of the institution being established, the merchants 
of Venice began to make use of it for thesafe-keeping of their 
~funds, and so it became a bank of deposite also. Einally, a cre- 
dit.on'the books of the institution for money deposited being 
equivalent to cash, payments in the course of trade came to be 
made by transfers of these credits.from one to another, or by 
what are now called: checks, which perfermed the office, and 
preceded the introduction of notes, and so the Chamber of Loans 
became also a bank of circulation. We see, in this exampie, 
by what natural and easy gradations the most celebrated bank- 
ing institution in Europe, that which has been the model of all 
the rest, grew out of the simplefunction of collecting and apply- 


; ing the public revenue, associating-to itself a collateral and in- 


cidental action in the commerce and currency of the country; 
all of which functions, Ihave shown, are to be vested by the 
new financial scheme in the officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. š : f 

The same, 1n every material respect, were the origin and pro: 


gress of the Bank of Genoa; which, next to that of Venice, was © 


the oldest, and, inits day, the most accredited, banking. institu- 
tion in Europe. In England, too, the mint, at one times in being 
made the depository of the funds of individuals, .as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. proposes that our mint and its branches 
should be, became virtually a bank-—“the great centre of mo- 
ney transactions and remittances for England and foreign na- 
tions,” till Charles f, in 1640, impelled hy his necessities, vio- 
lated the private funds deposited there, and -“happily,” as 
Burke says, putan end to both its credit. and. use as a banking 
establishment. è 

The testimony of history, then, as well as the nature of things, 
proves that the organization instituted by this bill would work 
as agreat Government bank—duying and selling exchanges 
—under that form, at least, discounting mercantile paper, re- 
ceiving deposites, public. and private, and circulating a paper 
money ofits own. Now, T appeal to every friend of the liber- 
ties of hiscountry. and-ask him if he would willingly see so 
formidable a union of the moneyed and political power consum- 
mated in the hands of the Government. Will le put go po- 
tent an engine, an instrument so efficacious of operating on the 
hopesand fears of men, of enlisting their interests, of control- 
ling their fortunes, into the hands of a department of the Go- 
vernment, alieady armed with a patronage and power of fear- 
ful extent? 

The honorabl: Senator from New York, [Mr. Wricut,]in a 
portion of his remarks which seemed to be intended especially 
for the benefit of those of us who are still for employing the 
State banks as depositories, and whom he describes as a very 
small fraction, said that the reaj and only alternative before.the 
country is the Sub-Treasury scheme or a- National Bank, 
Now, sir, unless the observations I have made on the practical 
operation of the Sub-Treasury of the Sub-Treasury scheme arè 
founded in the grossest delusion, that scheme, instead of being 
antagonistical toa National Bank, is, in every respect, identical 
with it. It would be a National Bank under the worst possible 
form—a National Bank in the hands of tre Executive, con- 
trolled and managed exclusively by Executive agents. If, 
then, the honorable Senator will insist upon making up an issue, 
to which the ghost of that thrice slain monster, the Bank of the 
United States. must be a party, he must mend his pleadings, 
according to the real state of the case, and submit tothe country 
this question: Will you have a great Government Bank in the 
hands and under the control of Executive officers, or will you 
have an incorporated National Bank, designed to be a business 
concern, and nota political engine? When this issue shall be 

resented, if, indeed, it ever shall be, let me tell the honorable 
Senator that there are these whose opposition to a National 
Bank is-as true as his, or that of any other man, who would 
pause long before they would permit the terror of any alterna- 
tive to drive theim into the support ofa scheme like that of the 
honorable Senator, which they believe to be fraught with the 
most serious danger to the liberties, and certain destruction to 
the best interests of their country. I shall hereafter endeavor 
to show that the true and only means of averting either an in- 
corporated Nationa! Bank or a great Government Bank is to 
sustain te State institutions, and to employ their agency, with 
such modifications and securities as experience may have 
shown to ei: her necessary or desirable. 

| . I wish, however, for the present to parsue the remarks which 
.the honorable Senator, with “so mneh charity,” to use his 
own expressions, addressed to that small fraction of erring and 
obstinate brethren, sometimes ycleped Censervatives. “The 
“name, I believe, sir, has not been of their own. choosing; but 
gentlemen who are well read in the history of parties will not 
fai} to remeber that the most odious and reproach{ul designa- 
nations-applicd to them by their adversaries have become en- 
deared by the persecutions of political intolerance, and those 
who at first felt injured and insulted by the application of a 
` political nickname have at last proudly appropriated it, and 
come te glory in it as a memorial of their struggles and a sym- 
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.term,) then, sir, I proudly avow myself a Conservut 


-of opmion in. Congress. 


| his attention to those more, majestic: displays o, 


bol of their principles. Now, sir; I do not ki 
any thing in this name of Conservative, ás app 
can institutions, which an-American ‘patriot‘onght' to. 
disown. It implies devotion to. the erisin g inst 
country; a desire to preserve and defend them: j 
and even zeal, to. reform; as- the only effectual means 
serving; but an uncenquerable resistanče to: schemas of wild’ 
innovation and -desiruction: If this is what is niéant. by a 
Conservative, (and such is the true and proper import of. 


Conservative of Republican. institutions; of Republican 
ciples, of Republican practices, as ilustrated-and inter 
by the great champions of the Republican faith 
But, Sir, to pursue the remarks of the honorable Se sad: 
dressed to this. small’ fraction of his political brethren.” He 
tells them. that: their. plah “has very few supporters‘in either: 
House of Congress; that there “are two great parties in Con- 
gress, one forthe Sub-Treasury scheme, and the other for a 
National Bank; and he sees, therefore, no prospect of success 
for any middle ground. He then assumes that the state-of pub- 
lic sentiment among the people corresponds to this division 
I must say, with all my. respect for 
the gentleman’s knowledge.and skill. in the statistics of paity,, 
that this assumption is not warranted under the’ circuinstances 
of the case,nor does it seem. to. me to be ‘sound in principle. 
It implies that the organization and array of parties here. ty: to. 
give law to public opinion, and that public opition is not to 
shape and control the action of parties here. Siz, I go-for the. 
voice of thepeople, and the people have spoken for themselves. 
They. have not left us to infer’ their sentiments from, any a 
dental or temporary relation of parties here, They have pro-, 
nounced: judgment on the gentleman’s scheme; and F shonld 
like to know where the honorable gentleman finds, in these ex: 


pressions of. public opinion, any evidence that there is a gre 

artyin this country in favor of the Sub-Treasury, proj 

ever before has any proposition been'so signally rebuked and 
condemned: by the voice of the people. I refer to these things, 
Mr. President, with no, pleasure. I contributed’ my hest exer- 
tionsto the election of the present Chief Magistrate, honestly 
anticipating from his prudence, his abilities; and his pacriotism, 
a wise and successful administration of the public affairs.” “No 
one has felt a more sincere desire for his ‘success than I have 
done. The unfavorable manifestations of public sentiment, 
therefore, upon the first leading measure of his administration, 
(though I foresaw and foretold then from the first. momént that 
that measure was suggested,) have. been tome the source of 
any thing rather than pleasure. ‘They have now, however, be- 
come matters of public- history; and as the Senator from New 
York seems disposed to confine our view here for second hand 
proofs of public opinion.on the merits of the different financial 
measures which have been proposed, I must þeg: hed invite 
f “public senti- 
ment which have been presented on. the great theatre of the 
nation. Let him look atthe elections which have taken place 
in the several States since this fatal measure was first broached 
in the official journal, and say how niany of them have éven- 
tuated in favor of the Administration! With one or two ex». 
ceptions, they have all terminated against it; and mainly, there 
is reason to believe, on account of this very measure. 

Where, then, does the honorable Benator find the evidence, 
that there is any gat body of popular sentiment in this country 
in favor of hisscheme? The evidence is all the other way, and 
ofthe most overwhelming force. So as to, the other great alter- 
native of which the honorable Senator. ‘speaks, (a National 
Bank,) a large majority of the people ‘have repeatedly declared 
against it; and without imputing to them à degree. of fickleness, 
of which J, atleast, do not suspect them, they: must stl be op- 
posed to it. What plan, then. will they rally to, asa. safe and 
practical substitute forthe Sub-Treasury onthe one hand, ora, 
National Bank on the other? . It is the employmentof the State 
banks; institutions intimately conmected with their domestic in- 
terests, responsible to, and supervised by, their domestic autho- 
rities, and exempt from all danger of political combination; the 
employment of these institutions under regulations which-shall, 
at the same time, secure their efficiency and guard against 
abuse. Such, Iam firmly persuaded, would be, at this moment, 
the unbiassed decision of a large majority of the American peo- 
ple. Andeven if we appeal to the criterion set up by the hono- 
rable Senator from New York—the state of parties in -Con- 
gress—I think we may deduce from that, conclusions far more 
favorable te the State bank deposite system than he has drawn. 
If there be but a smali party in Congress, with whom the State 
bank deposite system is a first choice, he must’admit that it is 
the second choice of a large majority. The Sub-Treasury party 
would, I presurhe, prefer it to a National Bank, and the National 
Bank party would prefer it to the Sub-Treasury.. “Now, siz, the 
honorable gentleman will permit me to refresh his early. read- 
ing, by reminding him of an incident related by Plutarch, After 
the battle of Salamis, in which the power‘of the Persian monarch, 
was crushed by the combined Grecian fleet, the different com» 
manders of the squadron repaired to the aliar of Neptune, andy 
according to a custom ofthe country and the times each one 
put ona ticket the names of those who had rendered. the most 
important service in the action, Every officer put upon his 
ticket his own name first, but all put the name of Themistocles: 
next. This has been held, in al) future titnes,-as conclusive 
proof ofthe superiority of Themistocles above. alt his competi- 
tors; ang the State bank deposite’system may adduce the same 
evidence of its merit in being the second choice of both of the, 
parties which respectively advocate the Sub-‘Tredsury and a 
National Bank. The fraction, therefore, in Congres, who still 
adhere to that system, however smail they may appear in-the 
eyes of the honorable Senator, can see nothing. in. this.state of 
things which calls upon either their patriotism or. heirprudence 
to abandon a policy which they believe to be sanctioned by the 
sentiments, and demanded by the interests, bf the great-hody of 
the people. i es $ 

, But, sir, to return from this digression; Jet us see what addi: 
tions are made to the eficial as well < dace patronage. of 
the Executive, by the previsions of this bill, . When 1-had the 
honor of addressing the Senate, at-thelast session, L.spoke of 
the bill then under-consileration as the “grain of mustard seed,” 


“which would grow. up into a large tree, and-cover the land with 


its branches: But I was told by the honorable Senator ftom 


New York and others, thatthe bill did not-create a.single ew 
aficer,and my friend from Connectioat [Mr. Niggas] compli: 
mented me, as. wellas l remember, far my vivid imaginaron 
to the account of which aione he set dewn the appreliensions 

had expressed... But what do we now see? in-threa short 
months, the tree, which has already.grawn up from. this graf 
of mustard seed, has thrown obt four large branchen, 38 the 


Feb. 1838. 


25m Cone ++-2np Sess. 


_ form of Receivers General, each of which will have its depen- 
dent ramifications, in the form of cashiers, tellers, clerks, Sc. 
The Treasurer also is to have his “assistants; and an indefinite 

_ brood of clerks is provided for all the officers made. depositories 
of the public. moneys-under the bill,:to assist. in the discharge 
ofthe new duties devolved.on them. . Finally, a number of mis- 
sionaries are to be appointed, from. time to time, at the discre- 
tion of the Secretary ofthe Treasury, to visit and inspect the 
various fiscal ‘agencies created by: the “bill... Now, here ig a. 

- cloud of. new Executive -officers at once, which bids defiance. 
to calculation; 
ed, (as the Senator from New York- has attempted to do,) it 
would be altogether useless, for they must, from. the nature of 
things, be constantly’ and rapidly muldplying. Would the 
honorable Senator attempt to measure the rising cloud, which 
threatens to overspread and blacken the whole face of the 
heavens,.by. the speck, ‘no bigger than a man’s hand,” which 
has Just appeared on the edge of the horizon? This is but the 
beginning; and we all know with what vigor and fruitfulness 
every things grows on American soil. Receivers General are 
allowed by the bill, at present, only to Massachusetts, New 
York, South Carolina, and Missouri, But will not Maine, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, demand. their, Receivers General as 
wellas Massachusetts?. Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, 
as well as South Carolina? Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennessee, as 
well as Missouri? And so in regard to all the other States that 
are now pretermitted in the bill. If we have Receivers Gene- 
ral, we must finally have Payers General; for this ig an inte- 
gral part of the system in France; from which we borrow the 
scheme proposed by the bill. , Inadopting a system, it is fair to 
Poon we mean to adoptits usual and ordinary concomitants. 

ndeed, an*honorable member of the other House, who is well 

skilled in questions of finance, expressed the opiniom tome, m- 
ly the other day, that the functions. of paying and receiving 
ought to be separated, so as to form checks on each other; and 
thus we shall have the French system, in both its branches, at 
once. On the question of introducing anew system of policy, 
we ought never to forget the old adage, which we-derive from 
France also—c’est le premier pas qui coute—ZIt is the first slep 
whichis decisive, and that taken, all the rest follow. 

The. Senator from New York [Mr. Wrrant,] has likewise 
attempted an estimate of the erpense of this new system, 
But. this, also, in my opinion, isa vain thing, The first modest 
beginnings of a system furnish no standard by which its ulti 
mate cxpense can be measured. ‘Phe Senator's estimate 
makes the annual expense (exclusive of what may be called 
the outfit in the cost of buildings, &c.) somewhere about 
$20,000, (twenty thousand dollars.) But this is greatly below 
the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury, in his report at 
the last session; and iv recommending a favorite scheme, the 
author of it is rarely found to over-estimate its expense. "Bhat 
officer set down the annual exponse ‘at 60,000, (sixty thousand 
dollars.) This, id my opinion, is very far below the. ultimate 
permanent expenve. An able and experi-nced gentleman in 
my own Siate, pancuically verd in these questions, anda 
zealons and decided advocate, withal, of the new system, in set- 
ting forth its advantages, and defending is from the objections 
which had been urged against it, met ttis very one of expense, 
by giving it as his opinion, formed upon deliberate and careful 
Yeflection, that the annual expense would not exceed $600,000, 
«six hundred thousand dollars.) Now, sir, when Tavrived here, at 
the extra session of Congress, and read the estimate of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, T contd pot but suppose, ae tiest, hat chore 
was an accidental apistake in his figures, by tho omission of a 
cipher and that he intended to have put down the expense at 
600,000 (at six hundred thousand dollars) instead of 860,00), 
qsixty thousand dollars.) x 

But, however this may be, nothing can be more certain than 
that the expense of this system, when fully developed, MUSI, 
from its complexity, and the namber of officers it will cail for, 
‘be very great, e-bave a standard to appeal to, on this ques- 
tion, which is worth Jar more than any e priori reasontnss, 
The system has been long established and fully tried in France, 
and we know its actual results there. On the other band, in 
England the agency of banks has been extensively used in the 


collection and disbursement of the public revenue, tnsteatl of 


the individual agencies which are employed in France, anil 
are contemplated by this vill, Ttwill be a good test, therefore, 
of this question to laok at the relative expenses af the revenue 
systems of France and England. Iwill read to the Sonate a. 
comparative statement on the subject, which Lhave taken from 
the work of a highly respectable American traveller, vonched 
by original authorities, to which he refers. Prom this seto- 
ment it appears that the cost of collecting the revenue in Er 
land is, under the respective heads of taxation, as follows: Cuns- 
toms, 7 per cent.; excise, 4 por cent; recording and stamps, 
7 per cenit; post office, LL por cent.; and direct taxes, 2 per cent ; 
averaging, upon the whole, 6 1-5 per vent. In France, ander 
the same heads, the cost of collecting the revenue. ix as fol- 
lows: Customs, 33 per cent; excise, 20 per cen ccording and 
stamps, 9 per cent; post office, 45 per cont; direct taxes, 
15 per _cent.; averaging, upon the whole, 24 2.5 per cent,! 1 
am well aware that divers circumstances are to be taken into 
consideration, in explaining this enormous difference of ex- 
ense between the French and English fiscal systems; but one 
of the. principal causes of that difference (and it is so consi- 
dered by the writer to whom F have referred) will, at last, be 
found in the fact of the extensive use of banking agency in 
the collection of the revenue in England, and the exclusive 
employment of individual agency for that purpose in France. 
But itisnot merely by the multiplication of officers and the 
increase of expenditure that the influence of the Executive 
branch of the Government is fearfully extended by this bill. 
That influence is greatly augmented by certain new regula- 
tions it introduces in regard to the'tenure of office, the compen- 
sation of officers, and the forms and usages of fiscal administra- 
tion. In the first place, the Treasurer, the Receivers General, 
and all the other officers, frem the highest to the lowest, em 
ployed in the fiscal service, may be required at any time, at (he 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to give new official 
borids, in increased sums, to be fixed by the Sceretary of the 
Treasury; “apy law in reference to any of the official bonds of 
any of thesaid officers to the contrary notwithstanding.” and 
in default of giving such new bond, the officer would, of 
course, be deprived of his office. Now, it is evident that un- 
der such a power possessed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
all the officers connected with the operations of the Treasury 
would be converted into the trembling vassals of the Executive. 
‘A direct removal from office isa measure of more than ordi- 
nary energy, and involves responsibility. Cases might exist in 
which the Secretary of the Treasury would be uawilling to 


But if their present number could be estimat- ` 
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take the responsibility of a direct removal from. office, and yet 


would accomplish the saine object-by a. vexatious requisition ot | 


a view bond, in-so large a sum that the officer could not, or would 
not, find sureties in the increased amount. Who does not seethat, 
under such a regulation, the officers of the Treasury would lose 
all sense of independence; and that those who could consent to’ 
hold office on such terms must be prepared to become the pas- 
sive and unresisting’ tools of power? Heretofore, ithas been the 
wise pulicy of our legislation to. fix by Jaw the sum in which 


official bonds are to be given, and to leave. nothing in that re-i 


spect, or as little as possible to Executive discretion, Again, 
it will be seen, ‘from an examination of the bill, that the com: 
pensation of severalvof the officers to be appointed under it, 


' such as visiting agents, clerks, dc, is to_be fixed by the Secre- 


tary, at his discretion, and not by law. ~ Here is another source 
of serve dependence on the one hand, and of increased Execu- 


_ live influence on “the other, which is not in harmony withthe 


general spirit and maxims of our legislation. 

My attention has also been attracted by a provision of the 
bill which seems to me to introduce a most dangerous innova. 
tion in the established forms and usages of the Treasury. Ithas 
heretofore been a fixed principle of fiscal responsibility: that no 
money should be drawn from the Treasury but upon a warrant 
of tho Secretary drawn on the Treasurer, countersigned by the 
Comptroller, and recorded by the Register, and upon-that war- 
rant, when itreaches the hands of the Treasurer thusauthenti- 
cated, the Treasurer draws his drafton the depositary of the 
public money for payment. These forms have always been 
held to he very important checks and indispensable prelimi. 
naries to any money being drawn out of the Treasury, or, in 
other words, paid by the depositary of the public moneys, The 
Secretary draws hig warrant upon the Treasurer, subject to the 
checks before mentioned, and then the Treasurer draws upon 
the depositary who isto make the payment. But in no instance 
does the Secretary draw directly-upin the, depositary, because 
that would be to lose the security of the intermediate chetke of 
the Comptroller and the Register.’ By the 10th section of this 
bill, however, in contravention of these established principles 
and checks, itis expressly provided, that ‘for the purpose of 
payments on the public account: it shall be lawful forthe said 
Secretary to drato upon any of the said depositaries, as he 
may think most conducive tothe public interest, or to the con. 
venience of the public creditors, or both’? Under this provi- 
sion the Secretary of the Treasury could ‘draw out all the 
money in the Treasury, or, which is the same thing in the 
hands of the depositaries, without any check whatsoever. The 
effect of it, whether so intended or not, isto place the whole 
public treasure at his unchecked and absolute disposal. 

Now, sir, is not the effect of these various provisions, and of 
the whole scope and tenor of of this bill, to concentrate, at last, 
the enüre control ofthe public moneys in the bands of the Pre- 
aident; for the Secretary of the ‘Kreasury, and all the other fis- 
cal offteers are but his agents, appointed by him and removable 
atshis pleasure? But the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Wnricrr] contends thatthe President would have no more con: 
trol over the public moneys.under the proposed system than if 
they, were deposited in banks; that the same legal formalities 
must be gone through to touch the public moneys in the one 
caso as inthe other. ‘It may be true thatthe President has wo 
more legal control over the public money in the one case than 
in tha other; but has he not a greater practical control? Ja the 
one case, the depositaries of the public money would be his 
agents, subject to his authority, the creatures of his will, de- 
pendant upon his pleasure for their continuance in office, and 
made, by the peculiar provisions of this bill, us Y have. already 
shown, especially and habitually sensible of that dependence, 
Ih possessing so complete a control over the keepers of the 
public money, he wouid possess, virtually, a control over the 
public money itself, But, in dhe case of the employment of 
banks, the depositories of the publie money are institutions not 
ereated by the President—not dependent on him for. their 
contiuned existence; on the contrary, they hold their charters, 
and the advantages they confer, from a distinct authority, to 
which they are at all times responsible, and are thug guarded 
against any undue influences from other quarters which might 
warp them from their integrity and their duties. 

In making these remarks, sir, I speak in no spirit of captious 
jealousy as to the highest Executive trust of the Government, or 
ofita actnal Incumbent; but I speak in the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, which anticipates the danger and supposes the possibility 
of the abuse of power, and inculcates the necessity of guarding 
againstit. The system organized by this bill is one of the most 
thorough centralization, Tt rides over the institutions of the 
Sates, prostates their credit and usefulness, brings patronage 
and power to the General Government, concentratesthem in the 
hands of the Executive, to whom it gives en unlimited control 
over the public moneys, and, through the banking operations to 
be founded on them, an extensive and paramount influence upon 
the moneyed concerns of the whole country. It is fitting that 
such a system should be borrowed from France, the country 
whose institutions exhibit the most unqualified example extant 
of centralization, under which the capital has swallowed up the 
provinces, and Paris has become synonymous with France. 
But itis equally fitting that sucha system should be resisted, to 
the last extremity, in this land of Republican freedom, by al} 
who are atiached to the rights of the States, by all who aré op. 
posed to the enlargement of Federal and Executive power, and 
by all who watch with jealsousy, and view with alarm, every 
tendency to consolidation, 

Iwill now, Mr. President, follow the Senator from New York 
(Mr. Wren] in the remarks he made on the comparative 
safety of the two systems proposed for keeping and disbursing 
the public moneys. Although experience, the only safe arbi- 
tor, has long since settled this question, the honorable Senator 
argued itas if it were still open ta doubt, and made, I am free 
to admit, an exceedingly ingenious and plausible argument. 
We instituted a parallel between the two systems in regard to 
the great leading points on which their safety is supposed to 
depend, and in each instance brought out a substantial equali- 
ty. First,as te officers, he said it would be fair to presume 
that the officers of the Government and the officers of the 
bariks would be equally trustworthy. Then, as tesureties, he 
said both the backs and the Government officers: are equally 
required to give sureties, if deemed necessary.- So, likewise, 
as to vanlis: the Government officers, he said, are to he pro. 
vided with vaulis as well as the banks. The only particular 
then in which the banks, as he alleged, could be supposed to 


presenta better guaranty for the safety of the public funds, is, : 


that their, capital stock is pledged for the reimbursement of the 
public moneys committed to them; but this advantage in favor 
of the banks he yery adroitly balanced by what herepresented 
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to be the riskof Taingling the Government, funds with thos eof 
trading corporations. “Now all this is-¥ery fair and plausible 
on the surface; but whatis the fuct—what ihe testimony of 
experiente? ` ua : ores a $ x 
. While thé honorable gentleman was: running this parallel in 
theðty. between the two systems, there was adocument lying 
on: the table of the other House which had run the same pa- 
‘rallel on the surer foundations of practice. lallude to arecent 
‘reporvof the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a callof 
that House, at the extra sessioi, made on.the motion of anho- 
notable friend of; mine, [Mr, Garrano of Virginia,] containing 
a list of all “the receivers, collectors, or depositories of the 
public. money, who are in default to the Government, with the 
amownt of thelr respective defaults,” &c. : What, sir, does 
this ‘document, which! now have before me,show? That, the 
whole amount of balances duefrom the banks, which are deem- 
ed unavailable, is a little more than one million of dollaxs, 
(1,046,649;) and these balances go back to a period long past, 
when thé extraordinary embarrassments consequent on the war 
involved banks and individuals in difficulties beyond any former 
or subsequent example. In relation to the banks which have 
been recently employed asdepositories, itappears that they have 
either paid upall they owed the Government, or are in the course 
of paying it up as called-for by the wants of the public service, 
without any apprehension of default on their part, or avail. 
ing themselves of the indulgence of. the act passed at the 
late session of Congress, have either secured or are expected 
to secure satisfactorily the paymentof the whole balances due 
from them, according to the terma of that act. Only eleve n 
of them, it appears, out of near ninety employed as deposita- 
ries, have even askedindulgence under the act here referred to,” 
and but a single one of them: lias been ordered to be sued. Now, 
sir, when we look to the list of individual collectors. and: re- 
ceivers, what do we sec? An aggregate default of about three 
millions!) And though some of the more recent balances ap- 
pearing on the list may be reduced. by. future collections, yet, 
frorn the long standing of most.of them, there is no reason to 
believe that the aggregate arnount of the entire list will be af- 
fected in any sonsible degree by these partialrecoveties. It is 
to be remarked too that this list does not include disbursing of 
Jicers, “whose indebtedness,” is stated by the Secretary “to be 
very great,” and the aciual-losses by whom I showed, during 
the late session of Congress, froma report of Mr. Crawford, to 
have “greatly exceeded” a million and a half of dollars, from 
1789 to 1819, and by this time have grown up, incall probability, 
to another aggregate sum of three millions! . Neither does this 


“st include officers of the Post Office Department, among 


whom it was shown by official documents, at the last annual 
session of Congress, that there were as manyas eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two defaulters! Itis to be observed also that 
this list is confinedto public agents “who were owt of effice on 
the twelfth day of October, 1837.” 

Now, sir, if the honorable Senator from New York had taken 
the trouble to look at this document, before he made bis speech, 
he might have saved himself the labor of a great deal of super» 
duousingenvity, In contrasting the ingenuity of his argument 
with the blunt contradiction of facts which thig’ document pre- 
sonts, I was strongly reminded of an anecdote I have often 
heard of the late yenerable Bishop Madison, of Virginia, That 
excellent prelate wasalso a profound philosopher, and much 
addicted to philosophizing. ‘On one occasion, he undertook to 
explain’ why the. shade ofa ‘lamp, almost in contact with the 
flame of the candle beneath, was not, in any degree, heated by 
it. 'This he dil by a learned dissertation the laws of caloric, and 
all the other scientific data which could be brought to bear on 
the subject. Having completely satisfied himself, and the ad- 
miring audience which surrounded him, of the truth of his the- 
ory, he could not avoid. in the consciousness of his. triumph, 
putting his hand on the lamp shade, which had been the suh- 
ject of his disquisition, when an exclamation of acute pain 
disclosed the fact that his hand had been: severely burnt in the 
application. Nature, thus, contradicted the philosopher, and 
so stubborn facts will sometimes confute the most astute logi- 
cian. T cannot but think tbat if the honorable Senator from 
New York, atthe close of his yery ingenious argument, Dad 
laid his hand upon this document, he must have felt his fingers; 
at least, a little scorched. K 

Has the honorable Senator forgotten the emphatic testimony, 
deduced from a careful collation of facts, borne by the present 
Secretary of the Treasury, only three years ago, to the supe- 
rior safety of hanks as depositories of the public money? Let 
me, then, refresh his recollection by reading to him and the 
Senate an extract from the able report of that officer, made to 
Congress in December, 1834,. on the system of keeping and dis- 
bursing the public money: i 

“It isa singular fact,” says the Secretary, “in praise of this: 
description of public debtors, the selected. banks, that there is 
not now due on depasites, from the whole of them which have 
now stopped pay merit, from the establishment of the Constitu- 
tion to the present moment, @ sum much beyond what is now 
due to the United Stales from ane mercantile firm that 
stopped payment in 1825 or 1826, and of whom ample secu-- 
rity was required and supposed to be taken under ihe responsi- 
bility ofan oath. If we include the whole present dues to the 
Government from discredited banks, at all times. and of ail 
kinds, whether as depositories or nol, and embrace even coun- 
terfeit bills and every other species of unavailable funds in the 
Treasury, they wili not exceed what is due from two such 

TMs. : 
A He then continues . 

“If our, former small losses by them, (the banks,) in keep- 
ing and paying over the public revenue, under circumstances 
so very adverse, are compared with our large lesses either in 
collecting or disbursing that revenue, their present safety 
seems to be'as great as !s consistent with the ugual operations 
of the paper system, or with the credit which must-always be 
‘entrusted by Government, in some way or other, to.agéenis of 
‘some'kind in keeping the public money. In’ considering their 
safety, it- should be constantly recollected that the owners and 
managers of banks, when. properly’ regulated by legislative 
provisiors in their charters, arc, like other individuals, inte- 
Tested to transact business securely; are desirous of making 
and not losing money; and that these circumstances, with the, 

reference, in case. of. failure, belonging to depositors and 
olders of their bits over the stockholders, united with the secu- 
rity, if not priority, given to the Government, render them, in 
point of safety, generally, much superior loindividual agents 
of the United Statea.”’ Fave hen Gon ae 

Ifthere be any fact incontestably established in our history, 
and by the experience of all other Governments, it is the supe- 
rior safety of banks ad depositories over any individual cus- 
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Xody. The veason of itis obvious. The more complex organi- 
watlon @fD.:ks, the number of their officers acting as mutual 


fected, their forms of doing business, all furnish securities, 
n can never be had in case of the isolated possession of 
aey by an individual, whatever responsibilities he-may be 


ya 
bound by. And ifa less of the moneys committed to them 
shoald occur either by accident, fraud, or violence, the’ capital 
of the bank stands pledged for the security of the depositor. 
This is, after all, the only kind of security that can‘ be relied on 


with contilence. If any gentleman will-take the trouble to 
read thé notes and remarks annexed to the various cases of đe- 


fault, presented inthe doctment from the House of Represen. ° 


tatives to which I have referred, he will sce how utterly worth- 
Jess and iHusory is the personal, security on which we have 
heretofore relied. The instances in which any thing has been 


obiained from sureties, to make good. the default-of their prn- . 


cipal, are like angels’ visits—“few. and far between.’ The 
general return is, “the securities insolvent,” “conveyed away 
their property,”? “not found, “residences not known,” or some 
other equally unavailable return. 

In England and France, as well as here, this species of securi- 
ty has been found either nominal or mischievous; andin France 
it has, for many years, been wholly given up. The only kind 
ofsecurity that is recognised there is like that which the banks 
give in the responsibility of their stock, Every person who re- 
velves an appointment, connected with the collection or dis- 
bursement of the revenue, is required, before he enters on the 
duties of his office, to deposite with the Government, as securi- 
ty, an amount of inoney, proportioned to the probable amount 
ofthe public treasure that will pass through his hands. This 
money is held by the Government as a guaranty for the faithful 
administration of the trust conferred, and forms, at the same 
zime, a part of ifs financial resources, on which it pays an inte- 
‘rest. of 4 per cent, till restored to the officer on his salisfactorily 
acquitting himself of his responsibilities, or till it be otherwise 
forteited by his default. The moneys thus deposited with the 
Government, by public ‘officers, as guaranties for the faithful 
performance of their duties, are denominated Cautionnemens, 
and amount to a very large sum. ITlappen to have in my pos. 
session the report made by the French Minister of Finance, 
Count Chabrol, to the King in March, 1930, from which it ap- 
pears that the Cautionnemens, om the Ist day of January of 

. that year, amounted to the enormous sum of 226,483,973 francs, 
<two hundred and twenty-six miilion four hundred and eighty- 
three thousand nine hundred and seventy-three francs,) ata 
zime when the whole revenue of the kingdom did not exceed 
900,060,000 francs, (nine hundred million francs )- Now, sir, if 
gentlemen mean to introduce here the system of individual de- 
positories of the public moneys, Jet them be warned by the ex- 
perience of the country from which they borrow that system, 
that it can be made safe onl by the precauuonary device of 
Cautionnemens, the effect of which would be to give to the 
millionaires of our cities the monopoly of all fiscal employ. 
ments, ; s 

But, sir, great as is the danger of heavy pecuniary losses to 
the Government under this system, I regard even that as a trifle 
compared. with the extensive demoralization it would produce 
in the country by the temptation. held’out to peculation, to pri- 
vate cupidity, a ty ee corruption,“in the large sums of nio- 
ney lying idle in the. hands: ef the’ public. officers. Ce 

J have. now, Mr. President, gone through my objections to 
this Bilon account of what it contains. Tobjectto it also, and 
not leas earnestly, on account of what it does not contain. It 
contains no provision for the relief of the country. It “takes 
no thought’ for the public. It looks only to the ease and com- 
Sort of the Government, The most urgent want of the coun- 
try, the highest interest of all, is a speedy restoration of specie 
payments by the banks. . Now, too, is the critical and decisive 
moment. The banks have beep, hitherto, diligently and steadi- 
ly curtailing their discounts and circulation, with a view to that 
resumption, til they have brought their business with such safe 
limits that they might now easily resume witha little encourage- 
ment. But if they are once again let loose from these salutary 
bounds; if, despairing ofa general resumption, and yielding to the 
strong temptations of irredeemable issues, they should again 
expand, all hope will be lost of recalling then to a specie 
euundard, and the disastrous reign of an inconvertible paper 
currency will be indefinitely prolonged. Now, then, is the mo- 
ment to join ia (his great work of eflecting a restoration of spe- 
cie payments, But does this billdo aay thing toward its ac- 
complishment?, On the contrary, it does.every thirg it can to 
seiard and obstruct it. In the run it would create on the 
banks for-specie, both +y the demand it makes for it for te uses 
of the Government, and by the general discredit which the high 
example of the Government would stamp on bank paper, it 
throws new and insurmountable obstacles in the way of re- 
sumption. s 

But the honorable Senator from New York says that the re- 

sumption of secie pay ments by the banks is no concern of this 
Government—that itis exclusively an affair of the States, and of 
the banks themselves— and we, who urge the necessity of pro- 
moting, by every proper and practicable means, the accom- 
plishment of this great object, arë reproached with using an ar- 
gument, which, he tells us, belongs to the friends of a National 
Bank, Now, sir,] beg leave to say to the honorable Senator, 
that both reason and experience proye that the only effectual 
means of preventing a National Bank is to bring about a re- 
sumption of specie payments by the State banks, and that no- 
thingis more directly calculated to lead to the re-establish- 
ment of a Bank of the United States than the course of those 
who would do nothing toward effecting that resumption. Let 
the honorable Senator Jook back to that most instinctive pe- 
riod, rich in lessons for the present times—the forser suspen. 
sion of specie payments by the banks from 1814 to 18}7—and 
he will see that li was the unwillingness or the inability of the 
State banks then to resume specie payments which alone led to 
the establishment of a National Bank. Let him read the ofii- 
cial correspondence of Mr. Dallas—the numerous reports and 
communications of that able. and patriotic man, worthy of hin 
and of the country—and he will find, throughout, en explicit 
recognition of,and unverying testimony to, this great truth— 
that if the State banke could have been induced. more prompt- 
jy to resume specie payments at that time, there would have 
been no occasion for a National Bank, and that that institution 
wouldnot have existed. The true means of preventing its esta- 
blishment now is by the instrumentality of the State banks, un- 
der.the lead and encouragement of the Government, to restore 
to the.country a sound, convertible currency. : 

This Government can and ought to aid iù this great work. 
Tis vast revenue power, and ita pervading action, co-extensive 


seck# on each other, the daily supervision to which they are’ 


— bank 


with the whole Union, give it means and influences which the 
States do not possess, ft holds, indeed, through that power, a 
lever of the greatest efficacy for controlling the entire currency 
of the country. Through its collections and disbursements, it 
can hold out inducements cf the most influential character to 
sway the course ofthe banks. In the mode of conducting its 
receiptsand payments, it has it inis pewer to set an tzample 
of the most persuasive influence toward the restoratiod of 
generalconfidence. ‘In a disturbed state of the currency like 
the present, these are powersto be exercised in a spirit of dibe- 
ality and benignny-—nct cf menace, denunciation, or ven- 
geance.. The occasion demands the language of encouragement 
and support, notof severity and stermmess. Look atthe com- 
municationsof Mr. Dallas and Mr. Crawford with the banks 
during the former suspension of specie payments, and it will 
be seen in what spirit the influence of the Government was 
then exerted, and effectually exerted, in the ‘end, to accomplish 
a return to specie payments. The banks were not then outlaw- 
ed by the official press—they were not then put under the ben 
of the Government—they were not then pursued as conspira- 
tors, but were treated as instiiutions having themselves a staké 
in the common weal, and with which the common interests of 
the whole country were identified. Tt will be edifying, for a 
moment, to look back to the manner in which the Government 
then conducted its relations with the banks: and I must say that 
if the exertions ofthe banks, generally, since the recent suepen- 
sion of specie payments, to prepare themselves for a resump- 
tion by a steady and petsevering curtailment of their business 
and profits, be compared with the course of the hanks on the 
former occasion, in taking advantage of the suspension to en- 
large their issues to a most extravagant extent, and in obstinate- 
ly refusing lo apply the valuable public stocks held by them to 
acquiring the ability to resume, the banks now are éntitled, at 
least, to as much liberality and favor as were shown to them 
then. 

By the joint resolution of April, 1816, which: has been so 


often referred to, it was made the duty of the Secretary of the f 


Treasury to take such measures as he should deem necessary 
to effect a coilection of the revenue in gold and silver, Treasury 
notes, or the notes of specie paying banks. In the discharge of 
this duty, My. Dallas very soon opened a correspondence with 
the State banks, to juduce them te return to specie paymients. 
Ina circular which he addressed to them on the 22d of July, 
1816, he used this Janguage: 

“From the State banks, a sincere and effectual exertion, in 
the commen cause of restoring the legal currency, is certainly 
expected and required; but in return they will merit and ré- 
ceive the confidence of the Treasury and of the National Bank; 
the transfer of the public funds from the State banks to the Na- 
tional Bonk and its branches will be gradual, and the nates of 
the State banks willbe freely circuluted by the Treasury and 
the National Bank.” 

Ina preceding part ofthe same letter, he says: 

“ The present opportunity is embraced to. repeat the assu- 
rances which have. been uniformly given and maintained, that 
this Department feels the fiscal interest of the Government, 
and the-successful operations of the Bank of the United States, 
tobe intimately connected with the credit and prosperity of 
the State Banks.” 

Here we sce the language of the Government toward the 
banks was that af encouragement and confidence. They were 
assured in advance of the friendship, and even of the support of 
the Government, ifthey would faithfully co-operate in the com- 
mon cause of restoring the legal currency. = 

The communications ef Mr. Crawford, the able and distin- 
guished successor of My. Dallas, were inthe same spirit. You, 
Mr. President, and those who ac‘ed with you in those difficult 
times; will recollect that, althongh the joint resolutiou of April, 
1816, indicated the 20th of February following as the day for a 
general resumption of specie payments, the banks determined, 
in a convention held by them for the purpose of deliberating on 
the subject, notto resume till the Ist of July, 1817. In order to 
induce them to change that determination, Mr Crawford made 
a formal proposition to them, that if they would resume on the 
20th of February, the public money then in their vaults should 
not be transferred at alj to the Bank of the United States, (con. 
stituted by iss charter the general depository of the national 
funds,) and that between that day and the Ist of July, no portion 
of the public money should be drawa from thein for any pur- 
pose whatever, unless the necessiiies of the public service im- 
periously required it. T beg leave to read to. the Senate the fol- 
lowing extra: rom his cireular tofie banks, of 20th Decem- 
ber, 1816, submitting that proposition: 

“Phe means of the T uy to aid the operations of the 

in effeciing a revoluiionin the state of the currency, so 
imperiously necessary to the public interest, are considered am- 
ple, and the strongest disposition exists to apply them, so as 
to produce the most beneficial results.” - 

‘In making the above proposition to the State banke, the 
strongest reliance is placed in their disposition to join in the 
efforts necessary to relieve the community from the evils to 
which it has been subjected; by the disordered state of the cir- 
culating medium, It is confidently believed that the interests 
of ure banks and of the community are not in opposition to each 
other, and that any sacrifice which the effort may cost them, 


will he compensated by the advantages and facilities which ` 


this in the power of the Treasury to afford them.” 


“The deep interest which the Treasury has in the support 
of bank credit, and the connection it has with the Bank of the 
United States, would, independent of ihe known disposition of 
that institution to conciliate the State banks, be sufficient to pro- 


Hberal 
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positions for thelr own advantage, but he gave them 
niedge of protection and support against any illiberal 


policy ob te part of the Bank of the United States. An appeal 
thus- urged to both the interests and patriotism of the State 
banks, could not fail to be effectual. 


É It accomplished its object. 
anged their original determination, and did resume 
specie pay son the 26th of February, ISH. 

Now, sir, can any one doubt that if the same spirit had actu- 
ated the Treasury Department in its relations with the banks 
recently—if. especially, when a.majority of the banks, repre- 


The banks ¢ 


sented in the bank convention, assembled in New York, in Nó- - 


vember last, manifested a strong desire to fix an early day. for 
the resumption of specie payments, atid. were prevented from 


. doing so only by the influence of a. powerfal and overshadow- | 


ing instituticn—if, I say, sit, the Treasury Department had 
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yation ih. favor of ameasuré,-the effect of whi 


_ the Governinent. 


shown, on that teasjon, the same disposttint: i 
Mr. Crawford 1:. +816, and hed come forward’ 


obstacle tu the re-establishment of both the credit and abilityof 
the banks. And now, in the sequel, comes this fatal Sub“ ; 
sury bill to deal them the last blew in their prostrate: eingitioh, 
The great imefests of the country, counected with the Testori- 
tion of the credit of the banks, and of the curreney which they 
supply, have been overlooked or unappreciated; and thewhole 
object seems to have been to devise some plan by whith the 
-Government could, ta future, get along in the smoothest way; 
by which it could be relieved from. those responsibiliges, and 
protected from that “shower of imputations’*®: in the: discharge 
of its duties, which the honorable Senator from New ‘York 


. [Mr. Wricur] so pathetically deprecaies 


What, then, I would ask, are Governments instituted fof, {Fit 
is not to meet difficulties in the public cause; tò meet'ahd over- 
come, them; to encounter teaponsibilities; to endure a shower 
of imputations, yea, “the pelting of the pitiless storni fd 
to the country demand? . And an able man anda Paniot peed 
not repine at these tials of his. virtue and. talents. The últi- 
mate gratitude of, his country will ever be in proportion'te the 
temporary injustice he may sustain by the. bitterness of éne- 
mies or the persecutions of faction. Tow enviable, atthis mo- 
ment, the fame of Mr: Crawford, than whom no man, In his 
day, encountered more responsibilities by the bold and fearless 
manner in which he met the duties of his station, or sustained 
more unfounded imputations.. Buttrith has triamphed over. 
prejudice and error, and-he now lives, and will forever live, in 
the grateful memory of his country. This desire to avoid äi- 
culties and their attendant responsibilities, founded, as 1 think’ I 
have shown it to be, in mistake as to the trtie interests of. pub: 
lic men, is the source of still greater calamities to the’ country. 
Itis the natural parent, strange as it may seem: at first sight, of 
all schemes of strong Governments, and ‘is not unsuitably 
avowed by the honorable Senator from New York asa cofiside- 

i ich, insay amble 
judginent, would be to vender this! Republica- Government of 
ours one of the strongest on the jace of the earth. On-thta gab. 
ject, sir, Ibeg leave to réad to the Senate the remarka of the 
profoundest observer, perhaps, of human affairs'that ever lived. 
They are full of instruction, and cannot be too well weighed b 
public men. In speaking of the: National Assembly of France, 
Burke makes use of these words? ~ Ee Naas ah NR ae 

“Their purpose every, where seems to have been to evade and 
slip aside from difficulty... This it has been the glory of the 
great masters, in all. the arts, to. confront and overcome; and, 
when they had overcome the ‘first difficulty, to turn it intean 
instrument for new conquests over new difficulties.” “This 
amicable conflict with difficuly. obliges us to an intimate ac- 
quaintance with oux object, and compels us to consider it ip all 
its relations.” It will not suffer us to be superficial. It is the 
want of nerves foy such a task; it is the fondness for short- 
cuts and fallacious facilities. that has, in eo’ many paris of the 
world, creaied governinents with arbitrary powers?” “Iris 
this unwillingaess to wrestle with difficulty which has echemes 
of reform with abolition and total destruction.” : 

The dispositionto evade difficulty, the policy of short cuts, 
we aretold by this great master of political wisdom, has, in 
every partofthe world, “created Governments with arbitrary 
powers;” and was what in France led the National Assembly 
‘to commence their schemes of reform with abulition and total 
destruction.” Now, sir, if this had been specially written for 
our warning, and with express reference to the question: before 
us, itcould not have been more apposite or more ‘instructive: 
Every summary invention, in a free country, suggested by 
the ease of Government, however intended, will be fuund, at last, 
tocarry with it the deepest dangers to the libertiesand happiness 
of the people.. The honorable Senator from New Yor! y t00, 
should remember that it was to him who should atie, and. hot 
to him who should eut the Gordian knot, that the ancient oracle 
promised the glories of empire. The firstis the aclewement of 
skill andindustry,and its fruits.are peace, literiy and happiness, 
The second is the achievement of power, and iis result is the 
establishment of power. Let the honorable Senator from New 
York untie the knot, by leacing the banks to a resumption of 
specie payments, (as, Tam sure, by proper means, he'¢ould 
easily do,) and not cui it by the Sub-Treasury scheme, and 1 
Will be among the first toaward him the civi wreath... With 
Mr. Jefferson, in his memorabie letter to Mr: ‘Madison, while 
the Federal Constitution wes under consideration, Pray, “Eam 
no friend to strong Government. -K isalwava oppressive. “J? 
puts ihe Gorernors al their east, tut at the expense-of the 
people.” Here. lies the fatal cbicction to the Sub-Treasory 
scheme. It puts the “Governors at their ease,” but ie danger 
ous and “oppressive” to the necp! el 

What system of policy, 


will be asked, would I pur- 
sue? The same great ar : whose words ‘Lhave already 
quoted, says, “a good patriot and a true politician wiLalways 
consider haw to make the mest of the existing materiele of his 
county.” This is the foundation principle an which J would 
build Experience has shown; inthe language used by the pre: 
sent Secretary of the Treasury in 1824, that banks are the most 
“responsible, safe, cons enient, and economical” fiscal agents for 
3 The State ban aya institutions how exist” 
ing. I would “make th 
There is no national ix 
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which coukl not be brought into existence 
the habitudes of our people, -deranging the operations of busi- 
ness, and hazarding the most cherished’ principles of our 
political institutions.» What, then, ought to be done? Re- 
Cur tothe “existing materials of the countty,” ‘the State banks 
~—“make the most”? of them for the conveyance of the Govern- 


ment as wellas for the general good—retorm their -abuses, eor- - 


rect thvir defects, and adupt every. precaution which may be 
necessary to ensure their fidelity and efficiency, : 

These institutions, it is true, fave recently, in common with 
every other interest in the county, and with the whole commer- 
cial world, been subjected ‘to serious embarrassment, Al 
agree, however, though differing as to the particular ‘causes 
which produced them, that those embarrassments have been the 
resultof very peculiar and extraordinary circumstances. - The 
banks, too, which were employed as the depositories and fiscal 
agents of the Government, have, for the. most part, amid cir: 
cumsiances of the greatest difficulty, actually discharged all 
their engagements to the Government, enormously heavy as 
they were, in consequence of the large stirplus revenue; or the 
few who have not yet done.su, have satisfactorily secured the 
comparatively small balances due from them, to be paid at short 
periods, according to an indulgence voluntarily granted to them 
by. Congress. The past, theretore, candidly considered, furnishes 
no ground against the renewed employment of the State banks 
as fiscal agenis of the Government. Experience may have, and 
doubtless has, disclosed defects and errors in the particular plan 
upon which they have been heretofore employed. Correct, 
then, those errors, supply those defects, but do not rejéet their 
employment altogether, This, sir, is the general principle on 
which I have bottomed the proposition 1 have submited as a 
substitute for the bill reported by the honorable. Senator from 
New. York; and [will now proceed to explain, in detail, those 
provisions of the substitute which distinguish it from the State 
bank deposits system as heretofore organized. 

Is is now generally uckuowledged that one of the principal 
circumstances Which contributed to embarrass the operations of 
the late deposite system, was the Jarze number of banks em- 
ployed as depositories, ‘amounting, in the end, L believe, to near 
ninety. "This increase of number, in part, was rendered neces- 
sary by that prov'sion in the act of June, £836, which required 
that, where the amount or public deposites in any benk excecds 
three-fourths ofits capital actually paid in, Ube surplus should 
be transferred to some other bank. In the execution of the act, 
however, (Irom considerations which I am notabie to explain,) 
there was a still farther Increase in te number of depositories, 
not called for hy the requirements of this provision, It is obvi- 
ous how the whole play of the machinery must have been 
weakened and obstructed by this neediess complexity of its 
parts, Lam satisfied that twenty banks, judiciously selected and 
Properly located, would be courpetent to do the whole business 
ofthe Treasury Department, with much less danger of embar- 
xdasment to die banks, and a far more easy and effectual super- 
vision on the part oldie Secretary. Tho. substitute, therefore, 
provides that the numberof banks to be employed as public de- 
posjtorfes shall, in no case, exceed twenty-five, to be chosen 
from among the moat solid and respectable banks in the respec- 

“tive States, and their location, as woll as number, to be deter- 
mined solely with reference to the wants and convenience of the 
Treasury in conducting its fecal operations, ? 

The strostitate also proposes an important change in the mode 
of selecting the deposite banks, Heretofore they were chosen 
by the $ ary of the Treasury, athis wilt and pleasure alone, 
This sole cy of the Executive will, in designating the de~ 
positories of the public money, exposed the late system toa sus 
picion of fi sm anda want ofcontidence in general, which 
greatly impeived its moral force, and admitted a possibility of 
abuses, which, itis certainly proper, should be guarded against. 
Tt was this which caused it to be characterized as the pet bank 
system 1 propose to divest ivof this character, by subjecting 
the selection of the Secretary of the Treasury, in every case, to 
the supervision and control of Congress, H the selection be 
made during the session of Congress, tt is 1o be immediately 
submitted for the approval of the two Houses; if during the re 
cess, ik isto be laid before them at the commencement of the 
next session, to be in like manner confirmed or annulled by 
them. The effcet of this provision will be to bring every thing 
relating to the public moneys under the direct and efficient con- 
trol of the representatives of the people and the States, and, 
in so delicaic and important a mauer, to lenve as Hele as pos: 
sible to Executive discretion. . : 

Another leading provision in the substitute is one which re- 
quires the deposite banks to have weekly settlements with the 
hanks in their vicinity, with which they have business transac- 
tions, and to call for balances in specie, whenever and to what- 
ever exient it may be necessary to check over-dssues and to 
preserve dhe soundness of the currency, Ti the adoption of 
this practice by the late Bank of the United States consisted its 
boasted power and tuiluence as a regulator of the currency. 
There is no reason why the same sainiary controlskould net be 
exercised by the deposite banka, and with even greater effect, 
inasmuch as their aggregate capital and presumed amount of 
transactions with other banks would, no doubt, exceed those of 
the late Natonal Bank, Tt will be perceived, from the. terms 
of tws provision in the substitute, that itis not contempla 
to enjoin ou the deposite banks a fixed and inexorable requis 
fion of balances from the other banks in specie, under all cir- 
cumstances whatever; for, considering the large balances that 
wonld be habitually accumulated by them against the other 
banks in the process of collecting the public revenue, such a 
requisition would be destructive in many cases to institutions of 
noquestiosable sončne It is contemplated, therefore, that 
täis power should be exercised under proper safeguards, and 
only to the extent thar may be necessary to restrain nupru- 
dences or oxce endangering the general currency. It was 
to this ex‘ent only, as Phaye shown in a previous part of there 

k: ithe power was exercised by the late Bank of the 

Jnited States. 
ae es sithstitnte likewise makes it the duly ofthe Secretary of 
the Treasury touse his influence to bring about. an arrange- 
ment (as no doubt is entertained „he could do) among the sé al 
deposite banksto receive anil credit, as cash, the notes of each 
other is payment of the public revenue, wherever 80 tendered. 
The effect of this arrangement would be to put the notes of the 
deposite. banks practically on the same footing as the branch 
nores of the late Bank of the United States—every where re- 
ceivablein payment of public dues, and enjoying, consequent. 
ly, a general ¢redit and cirsnlation throughout the Union. It 

would give to the conntry, to a greatextent, the advantages of a 
niform paper cutrency, as the preceding provision would se- 
ure to it a sound one; and the two together, in supplying, prac- 
ically, the benefits promised by a National Bank, would super. 


t 


Ej 


~ of the public dues. 
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sede the strongest arguments now urged in favor of such an in- 
stitution. -. eee ae k 

In regardto the kinds of móney in which the public revenue 
is to be. collected, the substitute adopts, with slight modifica. 
tions, the provision of the currency bill of the Jast session of 
Congress. Itdeclares thatthe public dues, of every descrip- 


tion, for lands as well as ‘customs, shall be received in gold or | 


silver, or Treasury notes, or such notes of specie paying banks’ 
(under certain restrictions, intended to promote the suppressien 
of small.notes) asthe depusite banks, subject’ to the supervision 
and contrel of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall agree to cre. 


_ ditto the United States as cash. It will be perceived that inthe 


proposition now submitted, 1 have postponed for one year the 
exclusionof the notes of banks which issue bills or notes under 


fivedollars. It is known that. many. of the States authorize 


notes uader that denomination; and some who have heretofore 
prohibited them will, itis supposed, authorize the. issuing of 
them under existing circumstances.and for a limited period. It 
is evident thatthe use of this description of notes, in supplying 
the place of; and consequently limiting the demand for, specie 
in, small dealings, would tend materially to facilitate the re- 
sumption of specie payments by the banks. This consideration 
has induced me, under the peculiar circumstances of the umes, 
to adjourn, for one year, the perio? of excluding the notes of 
banks issuing billsor notes under fivé dollars; and the same 
consideration has prevailed with me, for Wie present, to limit the 
farther exclusion of bank notes to the issues of such banks as 
shall, after the expiration of two years, continue to issue bills or 
notes under ten dollars. In doing this, under the exigencies of 
the times, I -wishto be understood as not abandoning my origi- 
nal opinions, which remain unchanged, in favor of extending 
the prohibition of small notes ultimately to all under the 


~ denomination of twenty dollars. 


Finally, the substitute, in furtherance of the great policy of 
fixing-a period to the present disastrous reign of irredecmable 
paper, provides that, after the first day of July nex, the notes 


` Ofna bank which shall not then have bona fide tesumed specie 


payments shall, at any time thereafter, be received in payment 
This, in connection with the liberal provi. 
sions made by the substitute, in othér respects, for re-establish- 
ing the credit of convertible bank paper, will, Tam persuaded, 
bring abouta general resumption of specie payments at the 
time designated. Tbe mere fixation of a day by Congress will 
exercise a powerful moratinfiuence; and not the less so, a3 the 
day fix: d corresponds with that indicated by a majority of the 
banks inthe Bank Convention held in New York in November 
last. 

These, Mr. President, are the leading provisions of the mea- 
sure } have submitted, which distinguish it from the system 
heretofore adopiad for the employment of State banks as depos 
sitories of the public money. In many respects, they make of 
ita mew system, obviating some of the strongest” ohjéctions 
which have been hidherto ur against it, providing new 
Kuari nst abuses, and containiag new provisions for ex- 
tending its usefuhessand efliciency. Under an able and not 
unfriendly direction, X {eel every-contidence that it would meet 
both the “wants of the Government and the wishes of the 
country. 

1 shall, doubtless, be asked, what arrangement. J propose in 
regard to the banks discounting on the public deposites.. ‘There 
is no absolule inlerdiction of their doing’ so, ‘in the measure | 
propose, (for to this, I think, I shall be able to show’ there are 
insuperable obstacles,) but it carefully withdraws the stimulus 
to the use of that pewer which has heretofore been applied, and 
it moreover furnishes a positive security, of an importantcha- 
racter, against the excessive use of it. Ñe will be recollected. by 


stimulus, this compulsiun rather, E propose to 
withdraw, by repealing that clause of the law of 1836 which 
charged the banks interest on the public moneys; for the im. 
portant services to be rendered by them as fiscal agents of the 
Government are the fair and proper equivalent of any legiti- 
ma'e advantage to be incidentally derived by them from the 
cusiody of the public moneys. 

Tn the limitation ofthe number of deposite banks to twenty- 
five, as proposed by the measure I have had the honor to sub. 
mit, there is an important security agaiust the public deposites 
being made the basis of bank discounts to any great extent. It 
must not be furgowen that the charters of all the State banks fix 
a general limit, beyond which they are not permitted to extend 
ir discounts. That limit is, I believe, ordinarily twice, or 
twiceanta balf, the amount of their capitals paidin. As the 
public deposites, under the measure I propose, would be con- 
fined to twenty-five banks, it is evident that they could not be 
used, to any great extent, (relatively to their amount) by those 
banks to enlarge their discounts, before they would encountet an 
impassable barrier in the limit oftheir charters. This,it is well 
known, occurred in several cases, (particularly in New York) 
nadey the operation of the late system, notwithstanding the 
greater number of banka then empipyed as depositories; aud, in 
those cases, authority was given to the banks which had dius 
exhausted their chartered powers of discounting on the public 
deposites to turn over the surplus, on which they could no 
longer discount under the limitations of their charters, to other 
banks, that they might discount upon them. ‘I'o any arrange- 
mentof this sort fo ultiplying bank discounts on the public 
deposites, the measure F have submitted would oppose an insu- 
perable obstacie, as itinflexibly fixes, under all circumstances 
whatever, the number of banks to be employed as depositories 
of the public moncys; aad, m fixing that number at twenty-five, 


-the salutary charter limitation upon the power of discounting 


would, as I have just shown, soon be breughi into action to pre- 
ventexcess by them, 

I think, therefore, Mr. President, that, under the provisions 
of the substitute Ihave proposed for the consideration of the 
Senate, there would be no danger of any unreasonable exten- 
sion of discounts on the public deposites. I know, however, 
there are gentlemen of great intelligence and. patriotism who 
ate for an absolute prohibition of the banks discounting, to any 


extent, however moderate, on the public deposites, and who- 


favor, as the means of carrying out that prohibition, a system of 
special deposites. The high respect I entertain for the opinions 
of those gentemen has induced me to consider their sugges- 
tion, with more than oydinary anxiety to come to the same con- 
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without violating all j 


H plus to their use through the channels 


“the country, 


= Senate: . 


clusions; but, ‘after thorough’ examination and reflection, ac” 
cording: o the best lights of -my ‘understanding, Tam ratisfied 
that no system of special deposités; however specious in theory, 
could be worked out in praetice, ‘without involving conse- 
quences which they themselves (or at least a large majority of 


them} would promptly repudiate. In the first place, it is de- 


monstrable, I humbly conceive, that any system’ of special do- 
posites, to be practical and efficient, must lead to a collection of. 
the revenue, directly ot indirectly, in’ specie; and this they 
oppose as earnestly as Ido. The “Government must always 
holditself ready to pay its creditors in the lawful currency of 

ye demanded. This the banksare‘bound to do, on 
hehalfof the Government, under; the general deposite system., 
But if you adopt the special system, and collect the revenue, at 


‘the same time, in bank” notes, the banks would be bound to pay 


out to the public creditor’ only the identical notes deposited 
with them; for this is the fundamental and. immutable idea of 
a special deposite, How, then, would such a system work? 
The public creditor would ‘pregent his warrant to a deposite 
bank; the benk would offer him, in payment; first this note, and 
then that, which had been specially deposited with it}. but none 
of these notes suiting the convenience of the creditor, and the 
bank being bound to pay no other, the public claimant would 
gounpaid, and the engagements of the Government dishonored. 
To avoid the danger of such a result, the Government, if it 
adopted a system of speciad deposites, would be driven, of ne- 
cessity, to-a.collection'of the revenue in gold and silver;. or, 
otherwise receiving the notes of specie paying banks pro forma, 
collect the specie for them from the banks by which they 
were issued, and place that specie on special deposite. But 
where would be the difference, in the practical eidio on the 
banks and the business and interesis of the community: con- 
nected with them, between coljecting the revenue, in the firse 
instance, in gold and silver, and collecting it m the notes of 
specie paying banks,to be eanverted: into gold and‘silver by 
demand upon the banks? Lhe honorable Senator from Naw 
York (Mr. Waren] expressed the opinion that the latter moda 
of operation would be the harshest: and when it is consicred 
that this periodical conversion of bank notes would be in large 
masses, and attended, consequently, with periodical and dis- 
treesing contractions of the currency, Ucannot but agree with 
him. Atall events, there are but thes® two modes of wo: vis 
outa special deposite system in practice, and neither the one 
nor the other, it seems to me, can be made acceptable to those 
who oppose the Sub-Treasury scheme, on account of jis tens 
dency to create two currencies in the country—gold and silver 
for the Government; paper for the people. a 

There aresubsidiary objections to this spectal deposite sys- 
tem, which, although not of so much weight as that which I 
have just stated, cannot be overlooked in ajust and compre- 
hensive estimate.of it If you adopt it, you renounce, at once, 
all means of engaging the interests and entisting the co-opera- 
tion of the banks io carry out any of those reforms inthe paper 
currency Which have heretofore been co favorite an object of 
the policy ofthe country. You must also pay them, and pay 
them, too, no inconsiderable sum for their services to the Go- 
vernment, ard (hus abandon one of the strong grounds (that of . 
ceonomy) on which bank ageacy has heretofore been preferred 
to individual agency, in conducting the operations of the Trea- 
sury. i 

But, to take up the subject in a more enlarged view, is there 
any, valid reason why bauks should not be permitted to dis- 
count to a moderpte extent, on average balances of public mo- 
wy in their ‘possebsion, as well as on individual deposices? 
Wherever banks exist,:to-reeeive deposites, public or private, 
is a regular branch of their business; and to discount upon the 
average balances of those deposites, which experience shows 
are not likely to be drawn oui by the depositors, is as legitimate 
and acknowledged an operation of banking as to discount upon 
their capitais. ~ Is it not for the interest of all that this should 
be dove; that no portion of the national capital should be ani 
hilated by being locked up from use, but that the whale should 
be made tributary, in some way or other, to the invigoration 
and support of the national industry? No just distinction can 
be shown, in this respect, between public and private deposttes. 
Accordingly, in-ail countries where banks exist, and where the 
public moneys are deposited in those institutions, depasites of 
that kind have been invariably recognised, within proper 
limits, as a perfectly legitimate source of discounts and accom- 
modation to the community. It is admitted that it bas been 


* uniformly the case in this country in regard to the public funds 


both of the Genetal Government and of the States, trom the 
adoption of the Constitution down to the present day.” What 
new light, then, has broken in upon us, that we are, all at once 

grown so much wiser than our fathers? In England, the prac: 
tice is, and has been invariably the same; and here J take upon 
me to confront a statement which F have repeatedly scen made 
to the contrary, to wit, Ghat the balances of the public moneys in 
the hangs of the Bank of England were not discounted upon, buz 
were regularly and habitually applied tothe purchase of exche- 
quer bills on bebalfofthe Government. The tact is otherwise; the 
Bank of England hus the use of these balances, Jor banking pur- 
poses; aud this use of them” is so well understood and avowed, 
thas, In seme instances, where the balances have risen to a very 
great amannt, (as, fora serics of years alter 1806, they did to 
between £11,000,000 and £12,000,000, equal to near sixty, mil- 
lions of dollars of our money.) the bank has been required to 
pay a special compensation to the Government for that use. 
But the ordinary balances of public money in the Bank of 
England range trom 4,000,000 to 5.000.000 pounds sterling— 
about twenty millions of dollars of our money—the use of 
which is permitted to the bank without any compensation. In 
like manner, the balances of public money in France, which are 
occasionally wansterred io the Bank of France, are permitted 
to be usedas a source of extended discounts, and, lam informed 
by an enlightened correspondent in that country, were actually 
so useil, to the great relief of industry and trade, during the late 
commercial crisis. 

Shall a tess beneficent use be made of the public moneys not 
called for by the iecessities of the Government, in this Repub- 
lic of ours; than in the monarchies of Europe! Shall we alone. 
ofall the great family of modern civilized communities, revert | 
to the barbarous practice of hoarding (and that, ton, in specieythe 
occasional surpluses which, from the nature of our revenue Sys- 
tem, can neither be foreseen nor guarded against? “A most abie 
and elovuent friend in the other House (Mr. LecaRE] has justly 
characterized the process of taxation as a species of confiscation, 
Tt is so, sir, Isit not incuinbent upon us, then, when by go 
harsh a process, we have undesignedly levied upon the people 
more than is necessary for the wants of the Government, to mi- 
ligate the exaction as much as possible, by restoring the over- 
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merce? Why should the Government play the dog inthe man- 
ger, neither using its idle hoards itself, nor permitting any bo- 
dy else to use them? Efforts have been made.to render the 
practice of discounting upon the public deposites odious, be re- 
presenting it as a thing for the benefit of the banks alone. But 
is itso? Does not every class of the community “experience 
the benefit, and none more so than the great agricultural class, 
the price of whose products depends mainly on the facilities of 
sound credit, and the abundance of active capital diffused 
among the merchants—the more immediate customers of the 
banks? > $ 
It-has been sometimes said, also, that the practice of discount- 
ing on the public deposites adds to the fluctuations of the cyr- 
rency. But the reverse is demonstrably true. 
amount of revenue is collected by: the Government, and is nei- 
ther disbursed in the public service, nor returned to the com- 
munity through the medium of discounts, a sudden and dis- 
tressing contraction of the currency necessarily ensues. H, 
however, that portion of the public money not required for the 
public service, is permitted to be used in the way of discounts 


for short periods, by the banks," the circulation, through the 


double process of Government disbursements and bank issues, ` 


is maintained at a uniform level, without-sensible contraction 
or expansion. The banks being enabled to foresee at what 
periods the funds issued by them, will be required for occasions 
ofpublic expenditure, call them in as they are wanted for dis- 
buisersent—what is drawn in by the hand of the banks is imme- 
diately let-out by the hand of the Government—and thús the 
current of circulation is kept steady and full. i cee 

These truths have, until lately, been universally. felt and ac- 
knowledged; and by none more emphaticaily, or with greater 
weight of authority, than the distinguished individual “in whose 
footsteps” the present Administration was expected to tread, 
itis, doubtless, 
of the removal of the deposites from the Bank of the United 
States, President Jackson, in the able and. memorable paper 
which he presented to his cabinet; stated that. the funds thus re- 
moved were not to be “annihilated’’—that they “would be 
again issued for the benefit of the trade” by the institutions to 
which they were transferred. This was, then, considered a 
trait of liberal, beneficent, and statesmanlike policy, on which 
the Chief Magistrate and his act were triumphantly sustained 
and vindicated by his friends before the people. The same 
distinguished individual, in his very last Message to Congress, 
declared “it was contrary tu the genius of our free institutions 
to lock up in vaults the treasure of the nation? Now the high- 
est ambition of statesmanship seems to be to contrive these seif- 
same “vaults, in which the funds of the nation are to be sent 
to their “long repose,” as “dead men’s bones;”” for, once there, 
all that remain, beyond the wants of the Government, are to be 
buried, annihilated, destroyed, to every purpose of useful ex- 
istence. What has produced these sudden and singular revo- 
lutions of policy and doctrine? Ts it because an extraordinary 
and accidental state of things, the result of peculiar and anoma- 
Jous causes, has involved the banks, individuals, and the Go- 
vernment, in temporary embarrassment? Then Lsay nothing is 
more unsafe than for statesmen to found general and permanent 
rules of policy on isolated and exceptional cases. We must 

ook to the habitual and ordinary course of human affairs, collect 
from them the average results of experience and observation, 
and guide our action by those results. Because the Common- 
wealth Bank of Massachusetts has failed, because it suits the 

urpose eveh of grave Senators to use it daily as a stalking- 
forse on this floor, are-we to be “frighted from our propriety,” 
and therefore distrust and denounce the whole banking system 
of the country? Are we to take advantage of temporary and 
factitious excitements, to get up and foster a popular prejudice 
against banks as a fund for political speculation, at the expense 
of all the “sober realities of life,” and the practical, pervading, 
home-bred, interests of the country? 

-AsI said, on a former occasion, Mr. President, T stand here as 
no advocate of the banks. I have not the slightest interest 
in, nor connection with them, direct’ or indirect, present or pro- 
spective. I am as sensible as any man of the dangers and 
abuses to which they are liable; and 1 will go, hand in hand, 
with any man in devising securities against the one, and apply- 
ing correctives to the other. But, as a practical legislator and 
a patriot, Lam bound to look to tue actual interests of society; 
and in that view I cannot fail to see that any violent shock given 
to the established system of business and credit in the country 
must produce a wide-spread scene of confusion aad distress; 
involving, in its destructive visitation, every class of the com- 
munity. i . 

In offering the measure I have submitted to the Senate, I have 
discharged what I consider to be my duty to the country. That 
country is now in a state of suffering and distress, aggravated by 
deep anxieties and apprehensions in regard to the future. The 
measure I propose would, I firmly believe, give relief for the 
present and hope for the iuture. It could not fail to restore con- 
fidence; and, in doing that, to revive the languishing energies of 
trade, to quicken the labors and the hopes of the-h usbandman, 
the manufacturer, and the mechanic, to raise enterprise again 
upon its feet, and, above all, to put an end to that unnatural and 
suicidal war, which, for the last eighteen months, has grown up 
between the Government of the country and its business and in- 
dustry. In presenting such a measure, I cannot but regret that 


Ishall be deprived of the support of many members of this body - 


with whom I have lately stood, side by sìde, in upholding and 
defending the principles on which it rests. My consolation, 
however, is, that Z stand now where Istood then. On the other 
hand, the measure they. bring forward and patronize is one 
which, three years ago, we all united in opposing, and which 
was then denounced, in the name of the Administration and its 
friends, as a “dangerous enlargement of Executive power, and 
putting into its hands the means of corruption.” This measure 
cagnot have changed its character by mere efflux of time; and, 
taking of it now as I thought of it then, still oppose it. 

Yo taking this course, E.know full well, My. President, Lam to 
incur the anathomas of pariy, But I can never forget that I 
have a country to serve, as well asa party to obey. “Tis Rome 
demands our help; and for one she shal] have mine, according 
to the humble measure of my abilities and the best lights of my 
understanding. The zealots of both parties may denounce and 
condemn me, as they have heretofore denounced and condemned 
me; but, sustained by the consciousness of upright intentions 
anda faithful devotion to the intcresis of. my country, I shall 
hold my course unfaltering; andeven with the terror before my 
eyeg of sinking. into that small minority of which: the honora- 
ble Senator from New York (Mr. Wricut] so churiiably warn- 
ed us I shall yet, animated bya sense of duty, ‘and in my soul 
pne drop of patience,” . 


When a large .. 


recollected by the Senate that, on the occasion . | 


for the health I am permitted to enjoy; 1 thank him 


„scribe asit is painful to contemplate. 


Tndepeńndent Treasury—Mr. Clay of Ky. 
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Or KENTUCKY, ~ . 
In Senate, February 19, 1838—On the. Sub-Treasury bill. 

Mr. CLAY rose and addressed the Senateas follows: 

I have seen some public service, passed through many 
troubled times, and often addressed public assemblies, in this 
Capitol and elsewhere; but never before have I iisen in a deli- 
berative body, under more oppressed feclings, or with a deeper 
sense of awful-responsibility. Never before have I risen to ex- 
press my opinions upon any public measure, fraught with-such 
tremendous consequences to the welfare and prosperity of the 
country, and so: perilous to the liberties of the people, as I so- 
lemnly believe the bill under consideration will be. If you 
knew, sir, what sleepless hours reflection upon it has cost me} 
ifyou knew with what fervor and sincerity I have implored Di- 


“vine assistance to strengthen and sustain me in my opposition 


to it, Pshould have credit with you, at least, for the sincerity of 
my convictions, if I shall be so unfortunate as not ‘to have your 
concurrence as to the dangerous character of the measure. | And 
IĮ have thanked my God that he has prolonged my life until the 


present time, toenahle me to exert myself in the service of.my ” 


country, against a project far transcending in pernicious tenden- 
cy any that Ihave ever had occasion to consider. Lthank him 
for the sofi 
and sweet repose which I experienced last night; L thank him 
for the bright and glorious sun which shines upon us this day. 

It is not my purpose, at this time, Mr. President, to go at 
large into a consideration of the causes which have led to the 
present most disastrous state of public affairs. That duty was 
performed by others, and myself, at the extra session of -Con- 
gress. It was then clearly shown that it sprung from the il- 
advised and unfortunate measures of Executive administration. 
I now will content myself with saying that, on the 4th day. of 
March, 1829, Andrew Jackson, not by the blessing of God, was 
made President of these United States; that the country then 
was eminently prospercus; that its currency was as sound and 
safe as any that a people were ever biessed with; that, through- 
out the wide extent of this whole Union, it possessed a uniform 
value; and that exchanges were conducted with such regulari 
ty and perfection, that funds could be transmitted from one ex- 
tremity of the Union tothe other, with the least possible risk or 
Joss. In this encouraging condition of the business of the coun- 
try it remained for several years, until after the war, wantonly 
waged against the lato Bank of the United States, was com- 
pletely successful, by the overthrew of that invaluable institu- 
tion. What our present situation is, itis as needless to dJe- 
First felt in our great 
commercial marts, distress and embarrassment have penetrated 
into the interior, and now pervade almost the entire Union, It 
has been justly remarked by one ofthe soundest and mest prac- 
tical writers that I have bad occasion to consult, that ‘all eon- 
yulsions in the circulation and couimerce of every country 
must originate ia the operations of the Government, or in the 
mistaken views and erroneous measures of those’ possessing the 
power of influencing credit and circulation; for they are not 
otherwise susceptible of convulsion, and, if left to ihemselves, 
they will find their own level, and Sow nearly in one uniform 
stream.” 

Yes, Mr. President, we all have but too melancholy a con- 
sciousness of the unhappy condition of our country. We all 
too well know that our noble and gallant ship lics helpless and 
immoveable upon breakers, dismasted, the surge beating over 
her venerable sides, and the crew threatened with instantaneous 
destruction. How came she there? Who was the pilot at the 
helm when she was stranded? The party in power! The 
pilot was aided by all the science and skill, by all the charts 
and instruments of such distinguished navigators as Washing- 
ton, the Adanises, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe; and yet be 
did not, or could not, save the publié vessel. She was placed 
in her present miserable condition by his bungling navigation, 
or by his want of skill and judgment. It is impossible for 
him to escape from one or the other horn of that dilemma. I 
leave him atliberty to choose between them. 

I shall endeavor, Mr. President, in the course of the address 

Iam about making, to establish certain propositions, which I 
believe to be incontestable; and, fur the sake of perspicuity, I 
wili state them severally tothe Senate. I shall contend— 
Ist. That it was the deliberate purpose and fixed design of 
the late Administration to establish a Government bank—a 
Treasury bank—to be -administered and controlled by the Ex- 
eclitive Department. 

2d. That, with that view, and to that end, it was its aim and 
intention to overthrow the whole banking system, as existing in 
the United States when that Administration came into power, 
beginning with the Bank of the United States, and ending with 
the Siate banks, 

83d. That the attack was first confined, from considerations of 
poticy, to the Bank of the United States; but that, after tts over- 
throw was accomplished, it was then directed, and has since 
been continued, against the State banks. 

4th. That the present Administration, by its acknawiedgments, 
emanating from the highestand most authentic source, has suc- 
ceeded to the principles, plans, and policy, of the preceding 
Administration, and stands solemuly pledged to complete and 
perfect them. 

And 5th. That the bi] under consideraiion is intended to ex- 


ecute the pledge, by establishing, upon the ruins of the late-. 


Bank of the United States, and che State banks, a Government 
bank, to be managed and controlled by the Treasury De- 
partment, acting under the commands of the President of the 
United States. 

I believe, selemnly believe, the truthof every one of these 
five propositions. In the support of them, I shail not rely 
upon any gratuitous surmises or vague canjectmes, but upon 
proofs, clear, positive, undeniable, and demonstrative To 
establish the first four, t shall.adduce evidence of the highest 
possible authenticity, or facts admitted or undeniable, and fair 
reasoning founded on them. And astothe last, the measure under 
consideration, I think the testimeny, intrinsic and extrinsic, on 
which I depend, stamps, beyond ali doubi, its true character as 
a Government bank, and ought to carry to the mind of the Se- 
nate the conviction which I entertain, aad in which I feel per- 
fectly confident the whole country will share. 

J. My first proposition is, that it was the de 
and fixed design of the late Administration to establish a Ga 
yernmen! bank—a Treasury bank—to be administered and cone 
controlled by the Execwive Department. Te establish is truth, 
the first proof which I offer is the following extract from Pre- 
sident Jackson’s Annual Message, of December, 1329. 

*The charter of the Bank of the United States expires in 


erate purpose 


1836, and its stockholders will most probably apply for a renew- 
al of their privileges. In orderto avoid the evils résuluing fom. 
precipitancy; in a measure involving such important pring 
and such deep pecuniary interes's, I feel that I cannog in jus 
tice to the parties interested, too sogn present Hio the conside~ 
ration of the Legislature and the people. Both the constitation 
ality and the expediency of the Jaw creating this bank a] 
questioned by a large portion of our fellow-citt: 
„musi be admitted by all that H bas failed 
establishing a uniform and sound currency, ; 

“Under these circumstances, if such am matitatio 
essential to-the fiscal operations of. the. Governm 
to the wisdom of the Legislature, whether a natiartal 
founded upon the credit of: the Gevernment and ite reven 
mighi not be devised, which would avoid all consign 
cuties, and, at the same time, secure all the advantages 


the 


Government and the couniry that were expected to resalt from 


the present bank.” 
‘This was the first 3 i 
against the late Bank of the United States, which was after- 
wards waged with so much ferocity. ¢ 
distant bugle, to collect together the dispereed and  stattered 
forces, and prepare for battie. The country saw with surprise 
the statement that “the constitutionality an 
law creating this bank are weil questioned by a large’ portion of 
onr fellow citizens? when, in truth and in fact, it was well, 
known that but few then doubted the constitutionality, and nohe 
the expectiency of it. And the assertion excited 
surprise, that “it must be admitted. by ‘all th: 


open declaration of that implacable war” 


It was the sound ofthe ` 


expediency ‘of he: - 


much greater- 
at it has failed in: 


the greai endof establishing a uniform and sound currency.” 
In this message, tco, whilst a doubt is intimated as to the utility 


of such an institution, President Jackson clearly first discloses `, 
his object to establish a national one, founded upon the credit 


of the Government and its revenues. 


His language ia perfi 
plain and ‘unequivocal. 


Such a bank, founded uponthe credi 


of the Government and its revenues, would secure ail the advan: $ 
tages to the Government and the country, he tell ns, that were ` 


expected t0 result from the present bank. 


says: 


in his annual message of the ensuing year, the late President ~ 


“pre importance of-the principles involved in the inquiry; è 


whether it will be proper to recharter the- Bank of the Uni 

States, requires that Ishonld again call the attention of Con- 
gress to the subject. ‘Nothing has occurred to lessen Inany de 
gree the dangers which many of our citizens apprehend from 


that instiittion,asat-present organized. In the spirit of im- 


provement and comptomise which distinguishes our country 


and its institutions, it become us to inquire whether it be not: 


possible lo secure the advantages afforded by the 
bunk, through the agency of a “Bank of tho” nit 
so modified in its principles as to. obviate constitutional 
other objections: o 0 a aa SER ESY 
“ftis thought practicable to organize snch'a. bank, with the 
necessary officers, asa branch of the Treasury. Department; 
based ò»-the public and isidividual deposites, without power .to 
make loans or purchase property, which shall remit the. funds 
ofthe Gov 
though: advisable, by allowing its officers to se 
change, 10 private individuals, at a modeérate’premiuni. Not 
being a.corporate body, having no stockholders, debtors, and 
property, and but few officers, it would not be obnoxious to the 
constitutional objections which ate urged against the present 
bank; and having no, means to operate on the hepes, fears, or 
interests of large masses ofthe community, it would be shom 
of the influence which makes that bank formidable.” . 
In this message, President Jackson, after again adverting to 
the imaginary dangers of a Bank of the United States, recurs to 
his favorite project, and inquires “whether it be not possible to 
secure the advantages afforded by the present bank, Ri } 
cy of a Bank of the U 


jeciions. 
the Way 
ganize such a bank, with the necessary cfiicers, as a branch of 
the Treasury Department. As a branch of the Treasury De- 
partment! The very scheme now uuder consideration. ` Aad, 
to defray the expenses of such an anomalous institution, hesug- 
gests that the officers of the Treasury Department may tam 
bankers and brokers, and sell bills ofexchange to private indi- 
viduals at a moderate premium! 


In his annual message ofthe year 1831, upon this subject, he, 


was bric and somewhat covered in his expressions. But the 
fixed purpose which he entertained is suificiently disclosed to 
the attentive realer. He announces that, 


«sotertaining the opinions heretofore expressed in relation : 


to the Bank of the United States, as at present organized, 1 


felt it my duty, in my former messages, frankly so disclose’. 


them, in order that the attention ofthe Legislature and the peo- 


ple should be seasonably directed to that important subject, and |. 


that it might be considered, and finally disposed of, in a manner. 
best calculated to promote the ends of the Constitution, and sut” 
serve the public imere: : i 

What were the opinions “heretofore” expressed we bare 
clearly seen. They were adverse to the Bank of the Umed 
States, asat present organized, that is to say, an organization, 
with any iedependent cerporate Government; and in favor ofa 
National Bank which should be so constituted as to bé subject to, 
exclusive Executive control. ree 


‘At the session of 1831-32, the question of the rechariér of the ` 


Bank of the United States came up; and although the attention 
of Congress and the country had been repeatediy and deliberate- 
ly before Invited to the consideration ef it by President Jacket 


h if, the agitation of jt was now declared. by him and bis. 
partisans to be precipitate and premature. Never! je 


sel will o 
upon its overthy 
turned with } 


of the paw 
onauthoriz: 


duty, at an early period of my Administration, tocall the alien: 
tion of Congress to the practicability. of organising an ietiitn, 
A * É: 


ough the 
Thited States, so modified in its prin-: 
tstructure as to obviate constitutional and other ob- ° 
And to dispel all doubts of the timid, and to confirm- 
he declares that it is thought practicable to or- 


resent” ° 
States © 


and” 


sament; anu the expense of which:may ‘be paid, if. 
Bills of ero 


Feb. 1838. 
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n : - 
tion, combining all ¿/s advantages, and obviating these objec- 


tions. {sincerely regret that, in the act before me, Lean per~ : 


ceive none of those modifications of the bank charter which are 
necessary, in my opinion, to make it ‘compatible: with justice, 
with sound policy, or with the Constitution of our country.” > 


“That a Bank of the United States, competent to all the duties 


which may be required by Government, might be so organized ` 


as not to infringe upon our own delegated powers, or the re- 
‘served rights of the Ntates, T do not entertain a doubt. Had the 
Executive been called upon to furnish the project of such" an 
institution, the duty wouid have been cheerfully performed. 
In the absence of suctra call, it is obviously proper that he should 
confine himself to pointing out those prominent features in the 


act presented, which, in his opinion, make it incompatible with , 


he Constitution and sound policy.” x : 

, President Jackson admits; in the citation which has just been 
made, thata Bank of the United States is, in many respects, 
convenient for the Government, and reminds Congress that hë 
had, at an early period of his administration, called its attention 
to the practicability of so organizing such an institution as to 


gecure all its advantages, without the defects of the existing . 


Bank, Itis perfectly manifest that he alludes to his previous 
recommendations of a Government--a Treasury bank. In the 
same Message he tells Congress that if he had been called upon 
to furnish the project of such an institution, the duty would 
shave been cheerfully performed. Thus it appears that he had 
‘not only settled in his mind the general principle, but had ad- 
justed the details of a Government bank, to be subjected to Ex- 
` ecutive control; and Congress is even chided for not calling upon 
him to present them. The bill now-under consideration, beyond 
all controversy, is the very project. which he had in view, and is 
to consummate the work which he began. ` I think, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that you must now concur with me in considering the first. 
” proposition as fully maintained. I pass to the second and third, 
which, on account of their intimate connection, I will consider 
together. 

2. That, with a view of establishing a Government bank, it 
was the scttled aim and intention of the late administration to 
overthrow the whole banking system of the United States, as 
existing in the United States when that administration came 
into power, beginning with. the Bank of the United States, and 
ending with the State banks. x 

3, That the attack was first confined, from considerations of 

olicy, to the Bank ofthe United States; but that, after its over- 
throw was accomplished, it was then directed, and has since 
been continued, against the State banks, 

We are not bound to inquire into the motives of President 
Jackson for desiring to subvert the established monetary and 
financial system which he found in operation; and yet some ex- 
amination into those which probably influenced his mind, is not 
without utility. hese are to be found in his peculiar constitu- 
tion and character. His egotism and vanity prompted him to 
subject every thing to his will; to change, to remeuld, and re- 
touch every thing. Hence the proscription which characterized 

` hig administration, the universa! expulsion from office, at home 
and abroad, of all who were not devoted to him, and the attempt 
to render the Executive Depattmént of Goverment, to use a 
‘favorite ae of his-own, a complete’ “ unit.” Hence his 
seizure of the public deposites inthe Barik of the United States, 
and his desire to unite the purse with the sword. Hence his at- 


tack upon all the systems of policy which he found in practical - 


operativua—on that of internal improvements, and on that of the 
protection of national industry.. He wasanimated by the same 
sort of ambition which induced the master mind of the age, Na- 
poleon Bonaparte, to impress his name upon every thing in 

rance. When Y was in Paris, the sculptors were busily en- 
gaged chisetling out the famous N, so odious to the Bourbon 
line, which had been conspicuously carved on the palace of the 
Tuillevies, and on other t ublic edifices and monuments in the 
proud capital of France. When, Mr. President, shall we see 
effaced all traces of the ravages committed by the administra- 
tion of Andrew Jackson? Society has been uprooted, virtue 
punished, vice rewarded, and talents and intellectual endow- 
ments despised; brutality, vulgarism, and loco focoism upheld, 
cherished, and countenanced. Ages will roll around before the 
mora’ and political ravages which have been committed will, I 
fear, cease to be discernible. General Jackson’s ambition was 
to make his administration an era in the history of the Ameri. 
can Government, and he has accomplished that object of his 
ambition; but T trust that it will be an era to be shunned as sad 
and lamentable, and not fellowed and imitated as supplying 
sound inaxim d principles of administration. 

Lhave heard his hostility to banks ascribed to some collision 
which he had with one of them, during the late war, at ihe city 
of Now Orleans; and itis possible that may have had some in- 
fluence upon his mind. The immediate cause, more probably, 
was the refusal of that perverse and unaccommoadating gentle- 
man, Nick Biddle, to-turn oùt of the office of President of the 
New Hampshire branch of the Bank of the United States, at the 
cinstance of his Excellency Isaac Hil}, in the summer of 1829, 
that giant-like person, Jeremiah Mason—giant in body, and 

` giantin mird, War and strife, endless war and strife, personal 
or national, foreign or domestic, were the aliment of the late 
Presidents existence. War against the Bank, war against 
France, and strife and contention with a countless number of 
individua's. The wars with Black Hawk and the Seminoles 
were scarcely @ luncheon for his voracious appetite. And he 
made his exit frem public life, denouncing war. and vengeance 
against- Mexico and the State banks, i 

My acquaintance with that extraordinary man commenced in 
this city, in the fall of 1815 or 1816. Tt was short, but highly 
respectiul, and mutually cordial. I beheld in him the gallant 
and suecessfil general, who, by the glorious victory of New 
Orleans, h2d honorably closed the second war of our indepen- 
dence, and I paid him the homage due to that eminent service. 
A few years after, it became my painful duty to animadvert, in 
the House of Representatives, with the independence which 
belongs to the representative character, upon some of his pro- 
ceédings in the conduct of the Seminole war, which I thought 
jNeégal and contrary to the Constitution and the law of nations. 
A non-intercourse between us ensued, which continued until 
the fall of 1824, when, he being a member of the Senate, an 
-accommo:tation between us was sought ta be brought about by 

_the ‘principal part of the delegation from his own State. For 
that-piirpose, we were invited to dine with them at Claxton’s 
boatiing-house, on -Capitol hill, where my venerable friend 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Warrs,] and his colleague on the Spanish 

. commission, were’ both present. I retired early from dinner, 
and was followed to the door by General Jackson and the pre- 
sent minister of the Unfed States atti e Courtof Madrid. They 
pressed me earnestly to take a seat with them in their carriage. 
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My faithful servant and friend, Charles, was standing at the.’ 


door, waiting for me, with my own. Tyielded to their urgent 
politeness, directed Charles to glow with my carriage, and they 
sat me down at my own doer. ~ We afterwards frequently met, 
with mutual respect and cordiality; dined severa? times together, 


and.reciprocated the hospitality of our respective quarters.” 


This friendly intercourse continued antil the election, ‘in the 
House of Representatives, of a President of the United States 
came on in February, 1825. I gave the vote. which, in the con- 
tingency that happened, 1 told my colleague, [Mr. CrtrrEn- 


` pEN,] who sits before me, ‘prior to my departure from Ken- 


tucky, in November, 1824, and told others, that I should give.. 
‘All intercourse ceased between General Jackson and myself. 
We have never since, except once accidentally, exchanged 
salutations, nor met, except on occasions when we were per- 
forming the last offices towards deceased members of. Congress 
or other officers of Government. Immediately after my vote, 
a rancorous war was commenced against me, and all the bark- 
ing dogs let Joose npon me. Fshal not trace it during its ten 
years’ bitter continuance. But F thank my God that I stand 
here, firm and erect, unbent, unbroken, unsubdued, unawed, 
ready to denounce the mischievous measures of his Administra- 
tion, and ready to denounce this, iis legitimate offspring, the 
most pernicious of them all. af 

His administration consisted of a succession of astounding 
measures. which fell on the public ear like repeated bursts of 
loud and appalling thunder. Before the reverberations of one 
peal had ceased, another and another came, louder and louder, 
and more terrifying. Or rather, it was like a volcanic mountain, 
emitting frightful erupuons of burning lava. Before one was 
cold and crusted; before the voices of the inhabitants of buried 
villages and cities were hushed.in eternal silence, another, more 
desolating, was vomited forth, extending wider and wider the 


“circle of death and destruction. 


Mr. President, this is no unnecessary digression. The per- 
sonal character of such a chief as I have been describing, his 
passions, his propensities, the character of his mind, should be 
all thoroughly studied, to comprehend clearly his measures and 
his administration. ButI will now proceed- to more direct and 
strict proofs of my second and third propositions. That he was 
reselved to break down the Bank of the United States, is 
proven by the same citations from his. messages which I have 
made, to exhibit his purpose to establish a Treasury bank, is 
proven by his veto message, and by the fact that he did destroy 
it. The war against all other banks was not originally an 
nounced, because he wished the State banks to be auxilianes in 
overthrowing the Bank of the United States, and because such 
an annunciation would have been too rash and shocking upon 
the people of the United States for even his tremendous influ- 
ence. [twas necessary to proceed inthe work with caution, 
and to begin with that institution against which could be embo- 
died the greatest amount of prejudice. The refusal to recharter 
the Bawk ofthe United States was followed by a determination 
to remove from its custody the public moucy of the United 
States, That determination was first whispered in this place, 
denied, again intimated, and finally, in September, 1833, exe- 
cuted. ‘Theagitation of the American public which ensued, 
the warm and animated discussions in the country and in Con- 

ress, to which that unconstitutional measure gave rise, are all 
resh in our recollection. It was necessary to quiet the public 
mind, and to reconcile the people~to what had been done, be- 
fore President Jackson seriously entered upon his new career 
of hostility to the State banks. At the commencement of the. 


session of Congress in 1834, he imagined a sufficient calm haq ` 


been produced, and, in his annual message of that year, the 
war upon the State banks was opened. Tn that message he 
says: 

aa seems due to the safety of the public funds remaining in 
that bank, and to the honor of the American people, that mea- 
sures be taken to separate the Governament entirely from an 
institution so mischievous to the public prosperity, and so re- 
gardless of the Constitution and Jaws. By transferring the pub- 
lic deposites, by appointing other pension agents, as far as it 
liad the power, by ordering the discontinuance of the receipt of 
bank checks in payment of the public dues after the first day 
of January next, the Executive has exerted all its lawful autho- 
rity to sever the connection between the Government and this 
faithless corporation.” : 

In this quotation it will be seen that the first germ is contained 
of that separation and divorce of the Government from banks, 
which has recently made such a conspicuous figure. It relates, 
it is true, to the late Bank of the United States, and he speaks 
of separating and severing the connection between the Govern- 
ment and that institution. But the idea, once developed, was 
easily susceptible of application to all banking institutions. In 
the message ofthe succeeding year, his meditated attack upon 
the State banks is more distincuy disclosed. Speaking’ of a 
sound currency, he says: 

“In considering the means of obtaining so important an end, 
{that is, a sound currency,] we must set aside all calculations of 
temporary convenience, and be infivenced by those only that 
ave in harmony with the true characier and permanent inte- 
rests of the Republic. We must recur to first principles, and 
see what it is that has prevented the Icgislation cf Congress and 
the States on the subject of currency from satisfying the public 
expectation, and realizing resul responding to these whic! 
have attended the action of our m when truly consisten 
with the great principie of equality upon whi it rests, and 
with that epirit.of forbearance and mutual concession and gere- 
rous patriotism which was originally, and must ever continue 
to be, the vital element of our Union. 

“On this subject, I am sure that I cannot be mistaken in as- 
cribing our want of success to the undue comtenance which 
has heen afforded to the spirit of monopoly. All the serious 
dangers which our system has yet encountered may be traceil 
to the resort to implied yowers, and-the use of corporations 
clothed with privileges, the effect of which is to advance the 
interests of the few at the expense of the many. We have felt 
but one class of these dangers, exhibite:! in the contest waged 
by the Bank of the United States against the Government for 
the last four'years. Happily, they have been obviated for the 
present by the indignant resistance of the people; but we should 
recollect that the principle whence they sprang is an ever-ac- 
tive one, which will not fail to renew its efforts inthe same 
and in other forms, so leng as there isa hope of success, found- 
ed either on the inattention of the people, or the treachery of 
their representatives to the subtle progress of its influence.” 

$ z  * +  -ATe are now to see whether, in the present 
favorable condition of the country, we cannot take an effectual 
stand against this spirit of monopoly, and practically prove, 
in respect to the currency, as well as other important interests, 
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‘that there fs no necessity for so extensive a resort to it as that 
which has been heretofore practised.” v.i ce 

* To Blt Sfechas be er that without the agen- 
cy of a great moneyed menopoly’the revenue can be collected, 
and conveniently and safely applied to all the purposes. ofthe 
public expenditure. . It is ‘also ascertained that, instead of. be- 
ing necessarily made to:promote the evils of an unchecked pa- 
per system, the-management ofthe revenue can be made auxi- 


“Hary to the reformavhich the Legislatures of the different States 


have already commenced in regard to the suppression ‘of:small 
bills; and which has only to-be fostered by proper regulations 
on the part vA Congress, to:secure a practical return, to the-ex- 
tent required forthe security of the currency, to the constitu- 
tional medium.” ~ - anes 

‘As in the instance of the attaek upon the Bank of the United 
States, the approach to the State- banks is slew, cautious, and 
insidious. He reminds Congress and the country that all cal- 
culations of temporary convenience must be set aside; that we 
must recur to first principles; and. that we must. see what it is 
that has prevented the legislation of Congress and the States 
on the subject.of the currency from satisfying public expecta- 
tion. He declares his'conviction thatthe want of success has 
proceeded from the undue countenance which has been afford- 
ed to the spirit of monopoly. Ail the serious dangers which 
our system has yet encountered may be traced to the resort to 
implied powers,and to the use of corporations. We have 
felt, he says, but one class of these dangers in the contest with 
the Bank of the United States, and he clearly intimates that the 
other class isthe State banks: We are now to see, he proceeds, 
whether in the present favorable condition of the country, we 
cannot take an effectual stand against the spirit of monopo'y. 
Reverting to his favorite scheme of a Government bank, he saya 
it is ascertained that, instead of being made necessary to. pro- 
mote the evils of an unchecked paper system, the manage- 
ment of the revenue can be made auxiliary to the reform which 
heis desirous to introduce. “The designs of President Jackson 
against the State banks are more fuliy developed and enlarged 
upon in his annual message of 1836, from which I beg leave to 
quote the following passag ` 

“I beg leave to call your-attention to another subject inti- 
mately associately with the preceding one—the currency of 
the countrj. . 5 z 

“It is apparent, from the whole context of the Constitution, 
as well asthe history of the times that gave birth to it, that it 
was the purpose of the convention to establish a currency con 
sisting of the precious metals. These, from their pecutiar pro- 
perties, which rendered them the standard of value in all other 
countries, were adopted in this, as well to establish its commer- 
cia] standard, in reference to foreign countries, by a permanent 
rule, as to exclude the use of a mutable medium of exchange, 
such as of certain agricultural commodities, recognised by the 
statutes of some States asa tender for debts, or the still more 
pernicious expedient of a paper currency.” , 

“Variableness niust ever be the characteristic of a currency 
of which the precious metais are not the chief ingredient, or 
which can be expanded or contracted without regard to the 
principles that regulate the vaiue of those metals as a standard 
in the general trade of the world. With us, bank issues consti- 
tute such a currency, and must ever do so, until they are made 
dependent on those just proportions of gold and silver, as a cir- 
culating medium, which experience has proved to be necessa- 
ry, not only in this, but in ail other commercial countries. 

here those proiordona are not infuecd into the circulation, 
and do not control it, it is manifest that prices must vary accord- 
ing to the tide of bank issues, and the value and stability of 
property must staid exposed to all the uncertainty which at- 
tenda the administration of institutions that are constantly liable 
to the temptations of an interest distinct from. that of the com- 


“But although various dangers to our Republican institutions 
have been obviated by the fa ‘thet bank to extort from 
the Government a renewal of i is obvious that little 
has been accomplished, exc: y change of public 
opinion, towards restoring toi the sound currency 
provided forin the Constitution, jn the acts of several of the 
States prohibiting the circulation of small notes, and the auxili- 
ary enaciments of Congress at the last session, forbidding their 
reception or payment on public account, the true policy of the 
country has been advanced, anda larger portion of the precious 
metals infused into our circulating medium. These measures 
will probably he followed up in due time by the enactment of 
State laws, banishing from circulation bank notes of still higher 
denominations; and the object may be materially promoted by 
further acts of Congress, forbidding the employment, as fiscal 
agents, of such banks as issue notes of low denominations, and 
throw impediments in the way of the circulation of gold and 
silver, 

“The effects of an extension of bank credits and over-issues 
of bank paper have been strikingly illustraied in the sales of the 
publiclands. From the returns made by the various registers 
and receivers in the early part of last summer, it was perceived 
that the receipts arising from the sales of public lands were in- 
creasing to an unprecedented amount. In effect, however, these 
receipts amount to nothing more than credits in banke, The 
banks lent out their notes to speculators; they were paid to the 
receivers, and immediately returned to the banks, to be lent out 
again and again, being mere instruments to transfer to specula- 
tors the most valuable publie land, and pay the Government by 
a credit on the hooks of the banks. Those credits on the books 
of some of the Western banks, usually called deposites,- were 
already greatly beyond their immediate means of payment, and 
were rapidly increasing. Indeed, each specaiation furnished 
means for another; for no sooner had one individual or com- 
pany paid in the notes, than they were immediately lent to 
another for a like purpose; and the banks were extending their 
business and their issues so largely as toalarm considerate men, 
and render it doubtful whether these bank credits, if permitted 
tò accumulate, would ultimately be of the least tatze to the 


` Government. The spirit of expansion and speculation was 


not. confined to the deposite banks, but pervaded the whole 
multitude of banks throughout the Union, and was giving rise 
to new institutions to aggravate the evil... = 

“The safety of the powie funds, and theinterest of the people 
generally, required that these operations should be checked; 
and it became the duty of every ‘branch of the General and 
State Governments to adopt all legitimate and proper means to 
produce that salutary ‘effect. -Under this view of my duty, I 
directed the issuing of the order, which will be laid before you, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, requiriog payment ofthe pub, 
lic lands sold to be made in specie, with an exception until the 
15th of the present month in fayor of actual seulers. Thismeg 
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sure has produced many salutary consequenses. It checked the 
career of the Western banks, and gave them additional strength 
in anticipation of the pressure: which has since pervaded our 
Eastern as. well.as the European commercial cities. . By pre- 
venting the expansion of the credit system, it measurably cut 
off the means of speculation, and relarded iit progressin monopo- 
lizing the most valuable of the public lands. - It has tended to 
save the new States from a non-resident. proprietorship—one of 
the greatest obstacles to the advancement of a new country and 
the prosperity of an old one. `“ It has tended to keep‘open the 
public lands for entry by emigrants at Government prices, in- 
stead of their being compelled to purchase of speculators at 
double or treble prices. And it is conveying into the interior 
large sums in silver and goid, there to enter permanently into 
the currency of the country, and place it on a firmer foundation. 
it is confidently believed that the country will find, in the mo- 
tives which induced that order, and the happy consequences 
which pave easued, much to commend and nothing to con: 
emn.’ : oe 

It is seen that he again calls the attention of Congress.to the 
currency of the country, alleges that it was apparent from the 
whole context of the Constitution, as well as the history of the 
times that gave birth to it, that it was the purpose of tke con- 
vention to establish a currency consisting ofthe precious metals; 
imputes variableness and a liability to inordinate contraction 
and expansion to the. existing paper system,-and denounces 
bank issues as being an uncertainstaridard. He felicitates him~ 
self upon the dangers which have been obviated by the over- 
throw of the Bank of the United States, but declares that little 
has been yet done, except to produce a salutary change of pub- 
lic opinion towards restoring to the country the sound currency 
provided for in the Constitution. 1 will here say, in passing, 
that all this outcry about the precious metals, gold, and the con- 
atitutional currency, has been put furti.te delude the people, and 
to use the precious metals asan instrument to break down the 
banking institutions of the States, and-to thus pave the way for 
the ultimate establishment ofa great Government bank. Hy the 
present advanced state of civilization, in the present ¢ 
the commerce of the world, and ja the actual relation 


sof trade 


and intercourse between the different nations of tie wortd, it is” 


perfectly chimerical to suppose that the currency of the United 
States should consist exclusively, or principally, of the precious 
macials. ‘ 

ln the quotations which T have made from t 
messege of General Ju 
credits, and the ove $ 
on the sales of pub is his messa 
ding year, the vastamount of uh j 
with peculiar complaisance, ay ii 
perity of the country, aad as proofof 
tration, But now taat which had be 
is deprecated as a calamity, Now, h 

banking institutions of te States, 2 
sury order, which f ehall hereafier have oci 
expresses his apprehension of the danger to which wea 
osed of losing the public domain, and geting nothing for it 
fat bank credits, He describes, minutely,ithe circular process 
by which the notes of the banks passed out of those instituiigns 
. to be -émployed in the purchase of the public lands, and return- 
. ed again to them. in the form of credits to.the Government. He 
forgets that Mr, Secretary Taney, to reconcile the. people of the 
United States to the das easure of removing the public 
| deposites, had stimulated*at batike to the exercise of great libe- 
rality in. the.grantof loans. “Tle. informis us, in that message, 
thatthe safety of the public funds, and the interests of the peo- 
ple generally, required that these copious issues of the banks 
‘should be checked, aud that the conversion of the public lands 
into mere hank credits should be arrested. And his measure to 
accomplish these object: was. the famous Treasury order, al- 
ready adverted to. Let us pause here for a moment, andcon- 
template the circumstances ander which it was issued. The 
Principle of the order had been proposed and. discussed in 
Congress. But one Senator, as far as I know, in this branch of 
the Legislature, and not a solitary member, within my know- 
ledge, in the louse of Representatives, was in favorofit. And 
yet, in about a week after the adjournment of Congress, the 
principle, which met with no countenance from the legisiative 
authority, was embodied in the form of a Treasury edict, and 
promulgated under the Executive authority, to the astonish- 
ment of the people of the United States! i 

If we possessed no other evidence whatever of the hostility of 

of President Jackson to the State banks of the United States, 
that order would supply conclusive proof. Bank notes, bank 
issues, bank credits, were distrusted and denounced by him. It 
wag proglaimed to the people that they were unwortay of con- 
fidence. The Government couldno longer trust in their secu- 
rity. And ata moment when the banking operations were ex- 
tended, and stretched to their utmost tension; when they were 
almost all tottering and ready to fall, for the want ef that metal- 
dic basis on which they all rested, the Executive announces its 
distrust, issues the Treasury order, and enters the market. for 
apecie, by a demand of an extraordinary amount to supply the 
means of purchasiag the public lands. If the sales had con- 
tinued in the same ratio they had been made during the pre- 
vious year, that is, at about the rate of twenty-four millions per 
annum, this unprecedented demand created by Government for 
specie must have exhausted the vaults ‘of most of the banks, 
and produced much sooner the catastrophe. which occurred in 
May last. And, what is more extraordinary, this wanton de- 
mand for specie upon all the banks of the cominercial capitals, 
and in the busy and thickly peopled portions ofthe country, was 
that it might be transported into the wilderness, and, after ha- 
ing beea used in the purchase of public lands, deposited to the 
credit of the Government in the books of Wesiern banks, in 
some of which, according to the message, there were already 
gredits to the. Government “greatly beyond their immediate 
mons of payment.’? Government, therefore, did not itself re- 
ceive, af rather did not.retain, the very specie which it pro- 
fessddte samand as the only medium worthy of the public 
lands. The specie, which was so uselessly exacted, was trans- 
ferred from one zs! of banks, to the derangement of the com- 
merce and business oy the country, and placed in the vaults of 
another set of banks inike interior, forming only those bank 
eredits to the Government upen which President Jackson 
placed soslicht a value, 5 : 

Finally, when General Jackso was sbout to retire from the 
eares of Government, he fayored his: Counttyimen pith a fare“ 
well address: "Phe solemnity of the occasion fives lo any gpl 
miens: which he hag expressed:in that document a claim to pe- 


re last annual 


ouliar attention. . It: willbe seen on perusing, it, thai he de: | 
OURCES, more » emphatically than in any of his previous ad- 
f i : 


adition of | 


he chooses to denominate the en of monopoly.. The Senate 
will indulge. me in calling it#attention to certain parts of that 
address, in the following extracts: : , 
“Phe Constitution of the United States unquestionably in- 
tendéd to secure to the people a circulating medium of goldand 
stiver. Bw the establishment of a National Bank by Congress, 
` with ‘the privilege of issuing paper money receivable in pay- 
ment of the public. dues, and the unfortunate cause of legisla- 


one of paper in its place.” E 5 
“Fhe mischief springs from the power which the moneyed 
interest derives from a paper currency, which they are able to 
control; from the multitude of corporations, with exctusive pri- 
vileges, which they have succeeded in obiaining in the different 
States, and which are employed altogethet for their benefit; 
‘and unless you become more watchful in your States, and check 
this spirt of monopoly aid. thirst for exciusive privileges, you 
will, fn the end, find that the most important powers of Govern- 
ment have’ been given or bartered away, and the contro: over 
your dearest interests has passed intothe hands of these cor- 
porations.”” , : $ 
“But it will require steady and persevering. exertions on 
your part to rid yourselves of the iniquities and mischiefs of the 
paper system, and to check the spirits ef monopoly and other 
abuses which haye sprung up with it and of which is is the 
mainsupport. So many interests are united to resist all re‘orm 
on thissubject, that you must nothope that the conflict will be 
a short one,.nor success easy. . My humble efforts have not been 
. spared, during my administration of the Government, to restore 
. the constitutional currency of -goldand silver; and something, 
T trust, has been done towards the accomplishment of this mc 
desirable objéct. But enough yet remains to require all you 
energy -and perseverance. The power, 
hands,.and the remedy mustand will be 
i} mine upon it” i g 
The mask isnow thrown off, and he -boldly says that the 
Constitution of the Unned States unquestionably iyieuded to 
secureto the people a circulating medium of.goid and siver. 
They have not énjdyed, he says, that benefit, because. of the 
hment of a National Bank, and the unfortunate course 
„of legislation in the s al States, -He does not Jani bis 
condemnation of the y policy of his country to the Federal 
‘cvermment, of which he had just ceased to be the chief but 
to the States aisi 


however, is in your 
applied, if you deter- 
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we watchful in their several States, to 

í uf monopoly, To invigorate their fortitude, 

ne that it will req ady and persevering 

heir part, to. rid themeclves of thedniquiiies aud 

ithe paper ‘system, and to check the spiritof mo- 
nopoly. They must not hope that the conflict will be a short 
one, nor success casy. His humble efforts have not heen spared 

` during hisadministration, to restorethe constitutional currency 
of gold and. silver; and ajthough he las been able to do some- 
thing towards the secomplishrnent of that object, enough yet 
ee ag to require alt the energy and perseverance of the 
people. i 
t Such, Mr. President, are the proofsand the argument en 
which I rely to establish ihe second and third propositions. 
which I have been considering. Are they not successfully 
maintained? Is it possite that anything could be more con- 
clusive on sucha subject? ' : 

Ipass to the consideration of the fourth proposition. 

4. Vhatthe present Adminisivation, by acknowledgemeits 
emanating from the highest and most authentic source, has 
succeeded to the principles, plans, and policy of the preced- 
iog Administration, and stands solemnly pledged to complete 
and perfect them. 

The proofs on this subject are brief; but they are clear, di- 
rect, and plesary. - It is impossible for any unbiassed- mind to 
doubt fora moment about them. You, sir, will be- surprised, . 
when I shall array them bofore you, at their irresistible force, 
The first that I shall offer isan extract from Mr. Van Buren’s® 
letter of acceptance of the nomination of the Baltimore con- 
vention, dated May 234,.1835. In that letter hesays: 

“J content myself, on this occasion, with saying that I con- 
sider myself the honored instrument, selected by the friends of 
the present Administration, lo carry out its principles and 
policy; .and that.as well from inclination as from duty, I shal, 
“Af honored with the choice of the American people, endeavor 
generally to follow in the footsteps of President Jackson, happy 
i Ishall be able to perfect the work which he has so gloriously 

, begun.”* 

Mr. Van Buren announces that he was the honored instru- 
meut selected by the friends of the present Administration, to 
carry outits principles and policy. The honored instrument! 
That word, according to the most- approved definition, means 
tool. He was, then, the honored tool—to do what? to promoie 
the honor and advance the welfare of the people of the United 
States, and toadd tothe glory of his country? _ No, no: his 
country was not in his thoughts. Party, party, filled the place 
in his bosom which country should have eccupied. He was 
the honored tool to carry ont the principles and policy of Genė- 
ral Jackson's administration; and, if elected, he should, as well 
from inclination as from duty, endeavor, generally, to tread in 
the foorsieps of General Jacksou—happy if be should be able 
to perfect the work which he had so glotiously begun. Duty to 
whom? tothe couniry, to the whole people of the United States? 
No such thing; but duty to the friends of the then Administration; 
and that duty required him to tread in the footsteps of his il 
lustrious predecessor, and to perfect the work which he hai 
begun! Now, the Senate will bear in mind that the most dis- 
tinguishing features of General Jackson's administration -re- 
lated to the currency; that he had denounced the banking in- 
stitutions of the country; that he had overthrown the Bank of 
the United Siaies; that he had declared, when that object was 
accomplished, only one-half the work was completed; that he 
then commenced war against the State banks, in order to fais) 

~ the other half; that he constantly persevered in, and never 
- abandoned, his favorite project of a great Government Treasury 
bank; and that he retired from the office of Chief Magistrats, 
pouring cut, In his farewell address, anathemas against paper 
nioney, corporations, and the spirit of monopoly. When all 
i kings are recollected, it is impossible not to comprebend 
clearly what Mz. Van Boren means by carrying out the princi- 
ples and policy of the late Administration. No one can mis 


dresses, the bank paper of the country, corporations, and what. 
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tion in the several. States upon the same subject, drove from. 
-general circulation the constitutional. currency, and substittted 


r 


’ at a loss to underziand that, in folowing in the ootsleps 01 


„tor fr 


take that those principles and that policy require hi Break 
down the local institutions of the States, and. to distrelit-and 
destroy the paper medium which they issue.. No-one: canbe 
© 
sident Jackson, and m perfecting the: work which. ‘begun, 


Mr. Van Burenmeans to coritinue attacking, eyatema he 
baska of the Statea, and to erect‘on their -reina:that great-Go- 
vernment bank begue by his predecessor, and. which he 
honored: instrument selected. to completes i 50 

The next proof which I shall offer.is.sapplied by 
Buren's inaugural address, from which L-request. pe 
ihe Senate wr read the following extract: : 

“In seceiving from. the people the sacred. trust twice 
fided to my ilustrious predecessor, and ‘which he has: 
charged so faithfully, and so weil, Lkoow that cannot expect 
to perform the arduous task with equal ability and success. But, 
unitedas I hace beenin his counsels, a daily witness of his ex. 
clusive and. unsurpassed devotion. to his country’s welfare, 
agreeing withhim in sentiments. which his countrymen have 
warmiy supporied, and permitted to partake largely of hig con- 
fidence, E may hope that somewhat of the same. cheering ap- 
probation will be found to attend upon my path.” 

Here we find Mr. Van Buren distinctly .avowing, ‘what the 
Arasrican people well knew before, that he had been united in 
the counselsof Gen. Jackson; that he had agreed withhim in 
senliments, andthat he had partaken largely of his confidence, 
This intimacy and confidential. intereourse could not ave et- 
isied without the cencurrenceof Mr. Van Buen in all those 
Jeacing and prominent measures of his friend, which related to 
the establishment of a Government Bank, the overthrow of the 
Bank of the United Stats, the attack upon. the Btate institu. 
tions, and. the denunciation of thè paper currency, the spirit of 
monopoly, and corporations. fs it credible ihat General. Jack- 
son shouid have aimed at the accomplishment of all thoseob+ 

sets, and entertained all ese serdinemts, ‘without Mr- Van Boe 


ouri, who sita near me, (Mr, Lan. } to the Senator from, Mis- 
pi Whe sits farthest, fromme, (Mt. WALKER,] to the Sena- 
m Alabama, {Mr, Kine,} and to the whole of the Adminis- 
tration Senators, if such was not the expeciation‘of all of then, 
Was there ever an decasion in which a new Administration had 
so fine ax. opportuniiy-to signalize its comméncenient-by,an act, 


aS 


. of grace and wisdom, demanded by the best interests and most 


anxious wishes of the people? But. Mr. Van Buren did not 
think. proper. to embrace it., He had shared too jargely in the 


‘confidenve of his predecessor, agreed too fully with him in sen- 


timents, had been too much united with him in his counsels, to 
rescind an ordéee which constituted so essential a part of the 
system which. bad been deliberately adopted to overthrow the 
State banks. A á 

Another course pursued by the- dreiniswation, after the ca- 
tastrophe of the suspension of specie payments, by the banks, 
demonstrates the hostile purposes towards them of the present 
Arnisisiration. When-a similar event had. occurred during 


the AJisinistratioh of Mr Madison, did he discredit ang dis- 
counte e the issues of the barks, by refusing to receive 
them i mentof tie public dues? Did the State Govern- 
ments, u he former or the late occasion, refuse to receive 


them in payment of the dues to them, respectively? And ifir- 
redeemable bank neies are good enough for State Governments 
and the pe yarethey not good enough for the Federal Go- 
verament of the same people? By exacting specie, in all pay- 
ments to the General Government, that Government presented 
itseif in the market as a powerful and formidable competitor 
with the banks, demandisg specie at a moment when the 
banks were making upexampled struggles to strengthen thêm- 
selves, and’ prepare for the resumption of specie payments. 
The extent of this Government demand for specie does not ade 
mit of exact ascertainment; but when we reflect that the annit- 
al expenditures ofthe Government were at the rate, including 


the Post Office Department, of about thirty-three millions of 


doilars, and that its income, made up either of taxes or leans, 
must be an equal sum, making together an aggregate of sixty- 
Six millions, it will be seen that the amouut of specie required 
for the use of Government must be immensely large.. lcan- 
not ba precisely devermived, but would not be tess, probably 
than fifteen or twenty millions of dollars per annum... Now, 
how is it pessibie for the banks, coming into the specie market 
in competition with all the vast power and influence of the Ga- 
vernment, to provide themselves with specie in a reasonable 
time to resume specie payments? That competition would have 
been avoided, if, upon the stoppage df the hanks, the netes of 
those of who lidity there was no doubt, had been continu- 
ed to be received in payment of the public dues, as was-done 
in Mr. Madiscn’s administration, And why; Mr. President, 
should they not have been? Why should not this Goverment 
receive the same description of medium, which is found te an=- 
swer all ihe purposes ofthe several State Governmenisl: Why 
should they have resorted to the expedient of issuing an infer 
paper medium, in the form of Treasury notes, and: Y Ging to 
receive the heuer nates of safe and solid banka? De not misun- 
derstand me, Mr. President. No man is :moreaverse than. E 
am toa permanent incenvertible paper medium. It would 
have been asa temporary measure only that. 1 should have 
theught it expedient to receive the notes of good local banke: 
If, along with that. measure, the Treasyry order had been Ter 
peated, ard measures adopted to encourage. and coerce 
the resum {specie payments, we shculd have Leen much 
nigher ihat desitable event than, 1 fear, we noware, Indeed, T 
donot see when it is possible for the. banks te resume ‘specie 
payments, ag jong asthe Government is inthe field making war 
upon them, and in the market demanding specié. | 2-005, 
Another conclusive evidence of thë hostility to. the. Site 
banks un the part of Mr. Van. Burenas to. be found in thacex: .- 
traordinary recumniendation. of a bankrupt law, contaiged in 
his Message at tle extra session- According to all tbe ping- 
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ples of any bankrupt sytem with which T-am acquainted, the 
banks, by the stoppage of specie payment, had rendered theni- 
acives liable to its operation. 1 
passed, commissions of bankruptcy coud -have been imme- 
diately sued out against ail the suspended: banks, their assets 
seized, and the administration ofthem transferred from the se-- 
veral corporations to which it-is now gutrusted, to commission- 
ers appointed by the President himself Thus, by one blow, 
would the whole ofthe State banks have been completely pros- 
trated, and the way cleared for the introduction of the favorite 
Treasury bauk; and is it not in the same spirit of -un friendliness 
to those banks, and withthe same view, of removing all obsta- 
cles to the establishment of a Government bank, that the bill 
was presented to the Senate a: few days ago by the Senator from 
Tennessee [Mr. GRUNDY] against the circulation of the notes of 
the old Bank of the United States? At-a time when there is too 
much want of confidence, and when every thing that can be 
done should be done to revive and strengthen it, we are called 
upon to pass a law denouncing the heaviest penalty and igno- 
minious punishment against all who. shall reissue the notes of 
the old Bank of the United States, of which we are told that 
about seven ailions of dollars are in circulation, and they con- 
stitute. the best portion of the paper mediutn of the country; the 
only portion ovit which has a gredit every where, and which 
serves the purpose of a general circulation; the only portion 
with which a man can travel from one end of the continent to 
the other; and I do not doubt that the Senator whe has fulmina- 
ted these severe pains and penalties against that best part of our 
paper medium, provides himself with a. sufficient amouat 
of ig whenever he leaves Nashville, to take him to Wash- 
ington. . 
{Here Mi, Gaunpy rose, and remarked, “No, sir; I always 
travel on specie. Ẹ i : E 
Al! (continued Mr. Cuay,) my old friend is always specieous. 
Iam quite sure tha: meubers from a distance in the interior 
generally find it indispensable to supply themselves, on com- 
mencing their journey, with an adequate amount of these iteuti- 
cal notes, to ¢ penses.. Why, sir, will any man in 
his senses deny that these notes are far better than those which 
have been issued by that Government.banker, Mr. Levi. Wood- 
bury, aided though he be by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
(I beg his pardon, I mean the ex-Chanceilov, the Senator from 
New York, Me. Wriairly Iam not going-tu stop here to in- 
cprire into the striel legality. of the reissue o! these notes: that 
question, together with the power of the Government to pass 


the proposed. bill, will be taken up when it is considered. fam . 


looking into the moive ofsuch a measure. Nobody doubts the 
periect safety of the notes; no one can believe that they will not 
be fairly axi fully paid. What, then, is the design of the bill? 
Tt is to assail the only sure general medium which the people 
poses jt is pecanse it may come in competition with Trea 
sury votes ur orker Government peper. Sir, ifthe bili had not 
been prope uy my cid friend from. Tennessee, I would say 
its author better deserve a penitentiary punishment than those 
against whoni itis directed. 1-remember to have heard of an 
ilieaious individual, now in retirement, having, on some occa- 
sion, burst out isto the most patriotic indignation, because of a 
waggish trick played off upon him, by putting a note of the 
late Bank of the United States into his silk purse with his gold. 

Bat it is unnecessaty.to dwell longer on the innumerable 
proofs of the hostility against the State banks, and the deliberate 
purpose of those in power to overthrow them. Í 
see daily, throughout the country, among their partisans and 
presses, denunciations against hauks, corporations, rag barons, 
the spirit of monopoly, &c.; and the how! for gol}, hard money, 
and the constitutional currency; end no one can listen to tue 
speeches of honorable members, friends of the Administration, 
in this House and the other, without being impressed with a 
perfect conviction that the destrucien of the State banks is 
meditated. x A f 

I have fulfilled my promise, Mr. President, to sustain the first 
four propositions with which Lset out. I now proceed to the 
fitth proposition: . Cae ` 

5. That the bili under consideration is intended to execute Mv. 
Van Buren’s pledge, to complete and perfect the principles, plans 
and policy of the past Administration, by establishing, upon the 
rains of the late Bank of the United States and the State banks, 
a Government bank, to be managed and controlled by the Trea- 
sury. Department, acting under the commands of. the President 
of the United States, ; ` a 

The first impression made by the perasal of the bill, is the 
prodigal and boundless discretion which it grants to the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, irreconcilable with the genius of our free 


N 


institutions, and contrary to the former cautious practice of the . 


Government. As-originally reported, he was authorized by the 
pill to allow any number of clerks he- thought proper to the 
various receivers general, and to fix their salaries It will be 
porns in mind that this is the mere commencement of a system; 
and it cannot be doubted that, if put into operation, the number 
of receivers general and other depositaries of the public money 
would be indefinitely multiplied. He is allowed to appoint as 
many examiners of the public money, and to fix their salaries, 
as he pleases; he is allowed to erectat pleasure costly buildings; 
there 1s ny estimate for any thing, and all whe are. conversant 
with the operations of the Executive branch of the Government 
know the value and importance of previous estimates. There 


is no other check upon wasteful expenditure but prévious esti- , 


mates; and that was a point always particularly insisted upon 
by Mr. Jefferson. The Senate will recollect that, a few days 
ago, whon the salary of- the receiver general at New York was 
fixed, the chairman of the Committee on Finance rose in his 
place and stated that it was suggested by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that it should be placed at $3,600; and the blank was 
accordingly so filled. There was no statement of the nature or 
extent of the duties to be performed, of the time that he would 
be occupied, of the extent of his responsibility, or the expense of 
living at the several points where they were tobe located; nothing 
but the suggestion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and that 
was deemed ail-sufficient by a majority: ? Shere is no limitupon 
the appropriation which is made to carry into effect the bith 
contrary toall formes usage, which invariaoly prescrived a sum 
e transcended. 
ate vemarkable feature in the biil is-that to which J have 
already called the attention of the Senate, and of which no satis- 
factory explanation hasbeen given. It is that which proceeds 
upon the idea: that the Treasury is a thing distinct from the 
treasure of the United States, and gives to the Treasury a local 
habitation anda name, in the new buikling which is being erect- 
ed for the Treasury Department in tite city of Washingtoo. In 
the Treasury; so constituted, isto be placed that pittance of the 
public revenue which is gleaned frem the District of Columbia. 


Ifthe recommended law had been” 


, ments, were made, they were effec:ed in the riotes of ban 
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Allelse, that is to say, nine hundred and ninety-nine hundredths 
of the public revenue of the United States, is to be_placedin the 
hands of the receivers general, ard the other depositaries beyond 
the District of Culumbia. Now, the Constitution of the United 


- Sates provides thai no money shall be drawn from the public 


Treasury but in virtue of a previousappropriation by law. That 
trifling portion of it, therefore, which is within the District -of 
Columbia, will be under the safeguard of the Constitution, and 


“all else will be at the arbitrary disposal of the Secretary-of the ` 
` Treasury. ae : ~ 
Tr was deemed necessary, no doubt, to. vest in the Secretary of 


the "Treasury this vast and alarming discretionary power. “A 


new and immense Government bank is about’ to be erected. 


How’ it would work in all its parts could not be anticipated. 
with certainty; and it was thought proper, therefore, to bestow 
a discretion commensurate with its novelty and complexity, 
and adapted to any exigencies which might arise. “The 10ih 
section. of the bill is that in which the power to create a bank 
is more.particularly conferred. . It is short, and I will read it. to 
tire Senate: : 

“Seco 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer the moneys in the 
hands of any depositary hereby constituted, to the T. 
the United States; to the Mint at Philadelphia; to the B 
Mint at New Orleans; or to the officers of either of the receivers 
general of public moneys, by this ace directed to be ap- 
pointed; to be there safely kept, according to the provisions of this 
acu and also to transfer moneys in the hands of uny one de: 
positary constituted by this act to any oiher depositary con- 
stituted by Ihe sumne, AT HIS DISCRETION, and as the saiety of 
the public moneys, and the convenience of the publi pite, 
shal! seem to him torequire. And for the purpose of paymenis 
on the public account, 1 shall be lawful for the said Secretary 
io draw upon any of the said depasiiarics, as kemay think 
most conducive lo the public interests, orto the Convenience 
of the public creditors, or both.’? 

Te will be seen that it grants a power, perfecdy undefined, 
to the. Seeretary of the Treasury, to shift and transfer the pub- 
ue money, from depositary to depositary, as he pleases, Hi 
is expressly authorized to transier moneys in the hands of an 
one depositary, constituted by the act, to any other depositary 
constitmed by it, at his discretion, and as the safety of the pub- 
lic moneys, axd the convenience of the public service, shall 
seem to him to require. There is no specification cf any con- 
tingency or contingencies on which he is to act. All is lert to 
his discretion. He is to judge when the public service (and 
more indefinite terms could not have been employe) shall seem 
to him to require it. It has been said that this is nothing mare 
than the customary power of transfer, exercised by the Trea- 
sury Department from the origin of the Government. I deny 
it, utterly deny it. Tc is a totaly dill | power from that 
which was exercised by the cautious , and other Secre- 
taries of the Tre oy, Which on more 
than one oceasin and which is infiritely 
more questionable than the power to eatablish a Bank of the 
United States. The transter was made by them rarely, in 
large sums; and were left to the banks to remit. When pay- 
with 
which the public money was deposited, or to which it was trans- 
ferred, The rates of exchange were regulated by the state of 
the market, and under the responsibility of the: banks.. But 
here is a power given to transfer the public moneys without 


limit, as to sum, place, or time, leaving every thing to the dis- ` 


cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, the-receivers general, 
andother ¢epositaries. What a scope is allowed in the fixation 
of the rates of exchange, whether of premium or discount, to 
regulate the whole domestic exchanges of the country, to exer- 


disbursemeni, but as preparatory 
disbursed, it was generally in Lank no f 
this billare immediate payments, and payments m 
bank notes, bui specie. + 

The tast paragraph in the section provides that, for the pur- 
of payments on the public acconnt, it shall be Jawhl for 
Secretary to draw uponuny of th said depositaries, as he 
may think most conducive to the public interest, or to the con- 
ventenee of the prdiic creditors, or both, It will be seemtbhaino 
limit whatever iz impose upon the amount or forinaf the draft, 
or as i0 ihe depositary upon hitisdrawna. Re isn the 
exclusive judge of whatis * most conducive to the public inte- 
rest.’ Now, let us pause a moment, and trace the operation of 
the powers thus vested. The Government has a revenue of 
from twenty to thirty millions. The Secretary may draw it to 
any one or more points, as he pleases. More than a moiety of 
the revenue arising from custa: receivable at the port of 
New York, lo which point the Secretary may draw all portions 
ofit, if he think it conducive to the pubiic interest. A man has 
to receive, under as apprepriation law. $10,000, and applies to 
Mr. Secretary for payment? Where will you receive it? he is 
asked. On New York. How? In dratisfrom $5 to $ $ 
Secretary will give him these drafts accordingly, upon b: 
note paper, impressed like and simulating bank notes, has 
all suitable emblazonry, signed by my friend the Treasurer, 
(whose excellent practical sense, and solid and sound judgment, 
ifhe had been at the head of the Treasury, instead of Mr. Levi 
Woodbury, when the suspension of specie payments tock place, 
would have relicved and mitigated the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments of the Government and the people,) countersigned by the 


Comptrotler, and filled up in the usual way of bank notes. Iere | 


is one of them, said Mr. Cray. [He here held upio the gaze of 
the Senate a Treasury note, having all the appearance of a bank 
note, colored, engraved, and executed like any other hank note, 
for $50.) ‘This, continued Mr. Cray, is a Government pos! 
note, put into cireniation, paid out as money, and prepared and 
sent forth, gradually to accusteni the pecple of this country te 
Tovernment paper. 
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hesmay de 7 ty sure? ‘he greatest want of the conntry ia 
a medium of general. circulation, and of naiform value every 
where. hat. especially, is our want in the Western and inte- 
rior States. Now, here is exactly such a medium; and, suppos- 
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~ Senate: 


ing the Govérnment bank-to be honestly and faithfully adminis- 
tered, it will, during such an administration, be the hest conver- 
tible paper money in the world, for two reasons: The first is, 


“that every dollar of paperout will be tae representative of a 


dollar of specie in the hands of therecsivers general, or other 
depositaries; and, secondly, ifthe receivers genéral. should em- 
bezzle the public money, the responsibity of the Government. to 
pay the drafts issued upon the basis of drat money would re- 
miin unimpaired. The paper, therefore, would be as farsupe- 
or to the paper of any private corporation as the ability and 
resources of the Government of the United States are supericr 
to those of such corporations, 8 > 

The banking eapacity may be divided into three faculties; 
deposites, discount of bills of exchange, and promisory notes, 
or either, and circulation. This Government bank would com- 
bise them all, except that it will not discount private notes, for 
receive private deposites. In payments for tie public lands, 
indeed, Jndividualsare allowed to make deposites; and to re- 
ceive certificates of their ameunt. To guard against theif ne- 
gotiability, a clause has been introduced to reuder them unas- 
$ ble. But bow will it be possible to maintain such an in- 
convenient restriction, ix a country where every description of 
paper imposing an obligation to pay money or deliver proper- 
tyisa iable, at law orin equity, from the cemmercial na- 
ture and trading character of our people? 
aculties which Ihave state?! of abani, (hat which 
ulation is the most important ta the community 
atlarge. Itis that in which thousands may be interested, who 
never obtained a discount, or made a deposite with a bank. 
Whatever a Government agrees to receive in peymtut of the 
pubhke dues is a medium oi cireulat is money, Current mo- 
ney, no matter what its form may be, Treasury notes, drafts 
wnat Washington, by the Treasurer, on the receiver gene 
2 to use the ge employed in various 
partsof this bill, “such note issued under the 
authority of the United State: visions were 
pobably inserted not only to cover the ry notes, 
bnt that of these dra ts i due season, But if there were no 
express provision of law, that these dra fis should be reevivahle 
in payment of public dues, they would, necessarity, be so em- 
ployed, from their own intrinsic value. g 

he want of the community of a general circulatiun of uni- 
form value everywhere in the United States would occasion 
vast amounts of the species of drafts which J have described to 
remain in cheulation. The appropriations this year will pro- 
bably fall not much short of thirty millions, ‘Phirty millions of 
Treasury drafts on receivers general, of every denemination, 
and to any amount, may be issued by the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury. What amount would remain in circulation cannot be d 
termined a priori, E suppose not jess than ten or fifeen mìl- 
lions; at the end of another year, some ten or fifteen millions 
more; they would fiil all the channels of circulation, The war 
hetsveen the Government and State banks conthosing, aad this 
mammoth Government bank beng in the market, constanti 
demanding specie for its varied and ramified opp iS, enf 
dence would be lostin the notes of the local banks, their paper 
would gradually cease to circulate, and the banks themselves 
would be crippled and broken "Fhe paper of the Government 
bank would ultimately fill the vacuum, asit would instantly 
occupy the place of the notes of the Tate Bank of the United 
States. St 

i am aware, Mr. Presiden, that by the 25th section of the 
bill, in order to disguise the purpose of the vast machinery 
which we are about consiructing, itis provided that ii shall be 
the ‘daty of-the Sccretaryof the Treasury to issue and publish 
regulations to enforce the speedy presentation of ah Govern. 
ment drafts for payments at the place ‘Where payable, &c. 
Now, what a tremendous power is here vested in the Sceretary! 
Le is to pre: è mies andr furee the speedy 

u ent ai the place 
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power by any Secretary of the Treasury! opportunity 
does it not afford to reward a partisan, ar punish an opponent? 
It will be impossible to maintain such an odious and less re- 
sirietion for any length of time. Why should the Cebtor (as 
the Govern: t would be i attsas I have 
draft would 
t No, sir; 
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Bank, and f i final explosion. 
the appropriation of some thirty millions of dollars annmally by 
the Gavernment, to be disbursed in the forr rafte, issned at 
shington by the Treasury Department, u 
OF that amount, sı tenor fi 
n, the first year, in cireu 
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would be presented for payment. There would then remain 
forty millions in the vaults, idle and unproductive, and of which 
no practical use could be made. Well: a great election is at 
hand in the State of New York, the result- of which. will seal 
the fate of an existing administration. Ifthe application of ten 
millions of that dormant capital could save, at some future day, 
acorrupt Executive from overthrew, can it be doubted-that the 
ten millions would be applied to preserve it in power? Again: 
Jet us suppose some great exigency. to arise, a season of war, 
creating severe financial pressure andembarrassment. Would 
not an issue of paper, founded upon and exceeding the spec'e 
in the vaults, in some such proportions as experience had de- 
monstrated might be safely emitted, be authorized? Finally, 
the whole amount of specie might be exhausted, and then, as 
it is easier to engrave and issue bank notes than to perform the 
unpopular office of imposing taxes and burdens, the discovery 
would be made that the credit of the Government was a suffi- 
cient basis whereupon to make emissions of paper maney, to 
be redeemed when peace and prosperity returned. Then we 
should have the days of continental money, and of assignats, 
restored! Then we should have that Government paper me- 
dium, which the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. CALHOUN] 
eonsiders the most perfect ofall currency! 

Meantime, and during the progressof this vast Government 
machine, the State banks. would be all prostrated. Working 
well, as it may, ifhonestly administered, in the first period of 
its existence, it will be utterly impossible ior them to maintain 
the unequal competition. ‘hey could not maintain it, even if 
the Government were actuated by no unfriendly feelings to- 
wards them. But when we know the spirit which animates 
the present Executive towards them, who can- doubt that they 
must fall inthe unequal contest? Their issues will be discredi- 
ted and discountenanced; and that system of bankruptcy which 
the President wouid even now putinto operation against them, 
will, in the sequel, be passed’and enforced without difficulty. 

Assuming the downfall of the local banks, the inevitable con- 
sequence of the operations of this great Government bank; as- 
suming, as 1 have shown would be the case, that the Govern- 
ment would monopolize the paper issues of the country, and 


obtain the possession of.a great portion of the specie of the 7 


country, we should then behold a combined and concentrated 
moneyed power equal to that of ell the existing banks of the 
United States, with tharof the late Bank of the United States 
superadded, Thistremendous power would be wielded by the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, acting under the immediate com- 
mands of the President of the United States. Here would be a 
perfect union of the swoyd and the purse; here would be no 
imaginary, but an’actual, visible, tangible, consolidation of the 
moneyed power, “Who or whatcould withstand tt? The States 
themselves would become suppliants at the feet of the Exe- 
cutive for a portion of those paper emissions, of the power to 
issue which tucy had been stripped, and which he now. exclu- 
sively possessed. 

Mr. President, iny observation and experience have satisfied 
nie that the safety of liberty and prosperity consists in the di- 
vision of power, whether political or pecuniary. In our Fede- 
rative system, our security is to be fourd in that happy distribu- 
tion of power which exists between the Federal Government 
and the State Governments... In our monetary. system, as it 
lately existed, its excellence resulted from that beautiful ar- 
rangement, by which the States had their institutions for local 
purposes, and the General Government its institution for the 
more general purposes of the whole Union. "There existed the 
greatest congeniality between all the parts of this admirable 
system. . All was homogeneous. . There was no separation of 

_ the Federa) Government from the States or from the people. 
There wasno attempt to execute practically that absurdity of 
sustaining, among the same people, two different currencies of 
unequal value. And how admirably did the whole system, dù- 
ring the forty years of its existence, move and work! Andon 
the two unfortunate occasions of its ceasing to exist, how quick- 
ly did the business and transactions of the country run into 
wild disorder and utter confusion ! 

Hitherto, I have cbnsidered this new project as it is, accord- 
ing to its true nature and character, and what it must inevita- 
bly become. I have not examined itas it is not, butas its 
friends would represent itto be, They hold out the idea that 
jtisa simple contrivance to collect, to keep, and to disburse the 
public revenue. In that view of it, every consideration of 
safety and security recommends the agency of responsible cor- 
porations, rather than the employ mentof particular indivituals, 
it has been shown, during the course of this debate, that the 
amount whicly has been lost by the defaleation of individuals 
has exceeded three or four tines the amount of all that hasbeen 
lost by the local banks, although the sams confided to the care 
of. jadividuals have net been probably one-tenth part of the 
amount that has been in the custody of the local banks. And 
we all know that, during the forty years of the existence of the 
two Banks of tie United States, not one ceat waslost of the 
public revenue. 

i have been curious, Mr. President, to know whence this 
idea of receivers generally was derived. It hasbeen supposed 
to bave been borrowed from France. Ut required all the power 
of that ny nary man that ever lived, Napoleon Bo- 
naparte, when be was in his meridian greatness, to displace 
the farmers general, and to substitule m their place the re- 
ceivers general. The new system requires, I think Lhave heard 
it stated, something like 100,000 employees to have it executed. 
And, notwithstanding the modesty of the infant promises of this 
new project, I have no doubt that ultimately we shall have to 
employ a number of persons approximating to that which is 
retained in France. That will undoubtedly be the case when- 
ever we shall revive the system of internal taxation. In France, 
what reconciled them to the system was, that Napoleon first, 
and the Burbons afterwards, were pleased with the immense 
patronage which it-gave them. They liked to have 100,000 
dependents to add strength to the throne, whick have been. re- 
cently constructed or reascended. I thought, however, that the 
learned chairman of the Committee on Finance must have had 
some other besides the French model for his receivers genera'; 
and, accordingly, upon looking into Smith’s history of his owa 
State, I ound that, when it was yet acolony, some century and 
a half ago, and when its present noble. capital still, retained the 
name of New amsterdam, the historian says: “Among the 
principal laws enacted at this session, we may mention that for 
establishing the revenue, which was drawn into precedent. 
The sums raised by it were made payable into the handsof re- 
ceivers general, and issued by the Governors warrant. By 
this means the Governor became, fora season, independent of 
the people, and hence we find frequent instances of the Assem- 
plies contending with him for thedischarge of debts to private 
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Skulkiag, and one of the meanest of the quadruped tribe. 


persons, contracted on the faith of the Government” The 
then Governor of the colony was a man of great violence of 
temper, and arbitrary in his conduct. Howthe Sub-Treasucy 
system of that day operated, the same historian informs usin a 
subsequent partof his work. * The revenue,” he says, “ esta- 
tablished the last year, was at this session continued five-years 
longer than was originally intended. This was rendering the 
Governor. independent of the people.. For, at that day, the 
Assembly had no treasure, but the amount of all taxes went, of 
course, into the hands ofthe receiver general, who was appoint- 
ed by the Crown. Out -f this fund, moneys were only issua- 
ble by the Governor’s warrant, so that every officer in the Go- 
vernment, from Mr. Blaithwait, who drew annually five per 
cent. out of.the revenue, as auditor general, down to the mean- 
est servant of: the public, became dependent, solely, of the Go- 
vernor. And hence we find in the House, at the close of every 
session, humbly addressing his excellency. for the trifling wages 
of their own clerk.” And, Mr. President, if this measure shoald 
unhappily pass, the day may come when the Senate of the 
United States will have ‘humbly to implore some future Pre- 
sident of the United States to grant 1t money to pay the wages of 
its own sergeant-at arms and doorkeeper. 

Who, Mr. President, are the most conspicuous of those who 
perseveringly pressed this bill upon Congress and the Ameri- 
can people? Its drawer is the distinguished gentleman in the 
white house not-far off; its endorser is the distinguished Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, here present. What the drawer 
thinks of the endorser, his cautious reserve and stifled enmity 
preventus from knowing. But the frankness of the endorser 
has not-left us in the same ignorance with respect to his opi- 
nion of the drawer. Jie has often expressed it upon the floor 
of the Seante. On an occasion not very distant, denying to him 
any, of the nobler qualities of the royal beast of the forest, he 
attributed to him chose which belong to the most crafty, most 
Mr. 
President, it is due to myself to say that I do not altogether 
share with the Senator from South Carolma in this opinion of 
the President of the United States. Ihave always found him, 
in his manners and deportment, civit, ceurteous, and gentle- 
manly; and he dispenses, in the neble mansion which he now 
occupies, one worthy the residence of the Chief Magistrate of 
a gréat people, a generous and liberal hospitality. An acquaint- 
ance with him of more than twenty years’ duration has inspired 
me witha respect for the man, although, I regret to be com- 
pelled to say, I detest the magistrate. ; 

The eloquent Senator from South Carolina has intimated the 
courseof my friends and myself in opposing this bih, was 
unpatriotic, and that we ought to have followed in his lead; and, 
in a late leiter of his, ne has spoken of his alliance with us; and 
of his motives for quitting it, L cannot-admit the justice of his 
reproach. We united, if, indeed, there were any alliance in the 
case, to restrain the enormous expansion of Executive power; 
to arrest the progress of corruption; to rebuke usurpation; and 
to drive the Goths and Vandals from the capital; to ex pe! Bren- 
nus and his borde from Rome, who, when he threw his sword 
into the scale, to augment the ransom demanded from the Mis- 
tress of the world, showed his prefereuce for gold; that he «was 
a hard-money chieftain. It was by the much more valuable 
metalof iron that he was driven {rom her gates. And how often 
have we witnessed the Senator froin South Carolina, with wofal 
countenance, and in doleful strains, pouring forth touching and 
mournful eloquence on the degeneracy of the times, and ihe 
downward tendency of the Republic? Day after day, in the 
Senate, have we seen the displays of his lofty and impassioned 
eloquence. Although I shared largely with the Senator in his 
apprehension for the purity of our institutions, and the perma- 
nency of civil liberty, disposed always to look at the brighter 
side of human affairs, L was sometimes inclined to hape that 
the vividimagination of the Senator had depicted the dangers 
by which we were encompassed in somewhat stronger colors 
than theyjustified. The arduous contest in which we were so 
loug engaged was about to terminate ina glorious victory. The 
very object for which the alliance was formed was about to be 
accomplished, At this critical moment the Senator left us; he 
left us for the very purpose of preventing the suce of the 
common cause. He took up his musket, knapsack, and shot- 
pouch, avd joined the other party. He went, horse, foot, and 
dragoon, and he himselfconiposed the whole corps. He went, 
as his present most distinguished ally commenced with his ex- 
punging resojution, solitary and alone. The earliest instance 
recordedin history, within my recollection, of an ally drawing 
off his forces from the combined army, was that of Achilles at 
the siege of Troy, He withdrew with all his troops, and re- 
mained in the neighborhood, in sullen and dignified inactivity. 
But he did not join the Trojan forces; and when, during the 
progress of the siege, his faithfui friend fell in battle, he raised 
his avenging arm, drove the Trojans back into the gates of 
Troy, and satiated his vengeance by slaying Priam’s noblest 
and dearest son, the finest hero in the immortal Iliad. But 
Achilles had been wronged, or imagined himself wronged, in 
the person-of the fair and beautiful Briseis. We did no wrong 
to the distinguished Senator from South Carolina. On the con- 
trary, we respected bim, .confided in his great and acknow- 
ledged ability, his uncommon genius, his exiensive experience, 
his supposed patriotism; above all, we confided in his stern and 
inflexible fidelity. Nevertheless, he left-us, and joined our com- 
mon opponents, distrusting and distrusted. He left- us, as he 
tells usin bis Edgeficid letter, because the victory which aur 
common arms were about to achieve, was net to enure to him 
and his party, but exclusively to the benefit of his allies and 
their cause. I thought that, actuated by patriotism, (that no- 
blest of human virtues,) we had been contending together for 
our common country, for her violated rights, her threatened 
bertiés, her prostrate Constitution. Never did I suppose that 
personal or party considerations entered into our views. 
‘Whether, if victory shall ever again be about to perch upon the 
standard of the spoils party, (the denomination which the Se- 
nator from Sonth Carolina has se often given to Kis present al- 
lies.) he will not feel himself constrained, by the principles on 
which he has acted, to leave them, because it may not enure to 
the benefit ofhimself and his party, I leave to be adjusted be- 
tween themselves. 

The speech of the Senator from South Carolina was plausible, 
ingenious, absivact, metaphysical, and generalizing. It did nos 
appear to me to be adapted to the bosoms and business of hu- 
man life. h wasærial, and not very high up in the air, Mr. 
Prasident, either; not quite as high as Mr Clayton was in his 
last ascension in his balloon. The Senator announced that there 
was asingle alternative, and no escape from one or the other 
branch of it. He stated that we must take the bill under consi- 
deration, or the substitute proposed by the Senator from Virgi. 
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nia. Ido notconcur in that statement of the rase. There ig 
another course embraced in neither branch ef the Senator's al. 
ternative; and that. course isto do nothing: always the wisest 
when you are not certain what you ought to do. Let us suppose 
that neither branch ofthe alternative isaccepted, and that ho. 
thing is done: what, then, would be the consequence? : Phere 
would be a restoration of the law of 1789, with all ite cautious 
provisions and securities, provided by the wisdom of our ances. 
tors, which has been go trampled upon by the late and present 
Administrations. By that law, establish ng the Treasury. De- 
partment, the treasure: of the United States is to be received, 
kept. and disbursed by the Treasurer, ander a bond-with ample 
security, under a large penalty fixed by law, and not left, as this 
bill leaves it, to the uncertain discretion ofa Secretary of the 
Treasury. Hf, therefore, we were to do nothing, that law would 
be revived; the Treastrer would have the. custody, as he ought 
to have, of the public money, and doubtless he would make spe- 
cial deposites of itin all instances with -safe and sound State 
banks, as in some cases the Secretary of the Treasury is now 
obliged to do. . Thus, we should have in operation that very 
special deposite system, so much desired by some gentlemen. 
by which the public money wouid remain separate and unmixed 
with the money of banks. There is yet. another course, unem- 
braced by either branch of the alternative presented by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina; and that is to establish a Bank of the 
United States, constituted according to the old and approved 
method of forming such an institution, tested and sanctioned by 
experience; a Bank ofthe United States which should bled pub. 
lic and private interests, and be subjectto public and pxjvate 
control, united together in such manner as to present safe wad 
salutary checks against all abuses. The Senator ‘mistakes his 
own abandonment of that institution as ours. Iknow that the 
party in power has barricaded itseif against the establishment 
of such a bank. It adopted, at the last extra session, the extra» 
ordinary and nnprecedented resoluiion, that the peopie of the 
United States shoulc not have such a. bank, although it might 
be manifest that there was a cléar majority of them demanding 
it, But the day may come, and I truetis not distant, when the 
will ofthe people must prevail in the councils of their own 
Government; and when it does arrive, a bank will be established. 
The Senator from South Carolina reminds us that we de- 
nounced the pet bank system; and se we did, and so we do, 
But does it therefore follow that, bad as that system was, we 
must he driven into the acceptance of asystem infinitely worse? 
He tells us that the bill under consideration takes the public 
funds out of the hands ofthe Executive, and places them inthe 
hands of the law. It doesno such thing. . They are now with- 
out law, it is true, in the custody of the Executive; and the 
bill proposes by law to confirm them in that custody, and te con- 
vey new and enormous powers of contrui to the Executive 
over them, Every custodary of the public funds provided by 
the bill is a- creature of the Executive, dependent upon his 


breath, and subject to. she same breath for removal, whenever 
the Executive, from caprice, from tyranny, or fram party mos 


tives, shali choose to order it. What safety is there for the public 
money, if there were a hundred subordinate executive officers 
charged with its care, whilat the doctrine of the absolute unity 
of the whole Executive power, promulgated by the Jast Admi- 
nistration, and persisted in by this, remains unrevoked and un- 
rebuked? i 
Whilst the Senator from South Carolina professes to be the 

friend of State banks,{he has attacked the whole banking sys- 
tem of the United States. He is their friend; he only thinks 
they are all unconstitutional! Why? Because the coining 
power is possessed by the General Government, and that coin- 
ing power, he argues, was intended to supply a currency of 
the precious metals, but the State banks absorb the precious 
metals, and withdraw them from circulation, and, therefore, 
are in conflict with the coining power. That power, according 
to my view of it, is nothing but a naked authority to stamp cer- 
tain pieces of the precious metals, in fixed proportions of alloy 
and pure metal, p ved by Jaw, so that their exact value 
ntay be known. When that office is performed, the power is 
Sunctus officio; the money passes ov: of the Mint, aud becomes 
the lawful property of those who legally aequire it. They may 
do with it as they piease, throw it into the ocean, bury it in the 
earth, or melt it in a crucible, without violating any law. When 
it has once left the vaults of the mint, ihe law-maker has 
nething to do with it, but to protect it against those who attempt 
to debase or counterfeit, and, subsequently, to pass it as lawful 
rooney. In the sense in which the Senator supposes banks to 
confiict with the cowing power, foreign commerce, and especi- 
ally our commerce with China, conflicts with i much more ex- 
tensively. That is the great absorbent of the precious metals, 
and is, therefore, much more funcenstitutional than the Stare 
banks. Foreign commerce sends them ent of the country; 
banks retain them within it The distinguished Senator is no 
enemyto the banks; he merely thinks them injurious-to the 
morals and industry of the country. He likes them very well, 
but he nevertheless believes that they levy a tax uf twenty-five 
millions annually on the industry of the country! Letus ex 
mine Mr, President, how this enormeus and “iniquitous as- 
ment is made, according to the argument of the Senator 
from South Carolina. He states that there isa magsof debt 
due from the community to the banks,amonnting to $47,000,000, 
the interest upon which, constitoting about that sum of 
$25,000,000, forms the exceptianabie tax. Now, this sum ie not 
paid by the whole communicy,but only by those individuals who 
onain discounts from the banks. They borrow money at six per 
cent. interest, and invest itiu profitable adventures, or other- 
wise employ it. They would not borrow ir ifthey did net suppose 
they could make profit by it; and the probability is that they do 
make prefit by it. Instead, therefore, of their being any joss.in 
the operation, there is an actual gain to the community; by the 
excess of profit made beyond six per cent, interest; whieh they 
pay. What are banks?. They are mere organized agencies for 
the loan of money and the transaction of monetary business; 
regulated agencies acting under the pres¢riptions of law, and 
sudject toa responsibility, moral and legal, far transcending that 
under which any private capitalist. operates. A numberof 
persons, not choosing to lend eut their money privately, asso- 
ciate together, bring their respective capitalist imoa commen 
stock, which is controlled and managed by the corporate gorera- 
ment of a bank. If no association whatever. had been formed, 
a large portion of this capital, a large portion, therefore, èf that 
very debt of $475,000,000, wouid still exist,in the shape of. pris 
vate loans. The Se.ator from South Carolina wight as well 
collect the aggregate amount of all the mortgages, bonde and 
notes, Which have been executed in the United States Lae 
and assert that the interest paid upon the total sum consti 
atax levied upon the community, à s3 : 
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other! Thesame person, in nuwberless instances, will com- 
bine in himself the relations both of creditor and debtor: 

The only general operation of banks beyond their discounts 
and deposites, whieh pervades the whole community, is that of 
furnishing a circulationin redeemable paper, beyond the amount 
of specie to redeem it in-their vaults. And ean it be doubted 
that this additional supply of money furnishes a powerful stimu- 
lus to industry and production, fully compensating any casual 
inconveniences, which sometimes, though rarely, occur? Banks 
reduce the rate of interest, and repress inordinate usury. The 
salutary influence of banking operations is demonstrated in 
countries and sections of couatry where they prevail, when 
contrasted with those in which they are not found.: In the for- 
mer, all ıs bustle, activity, general prosperity. The country 
is beautified and adorned by the noble works of internal im- 


provement; the cities are filled with splendid edifices, and the | 


wharves covered with the rich productions of our own or of 
foreign climates. In the latter, all is sluggishness, slothfulness, 
and inactivity, England, in modern times, illustrates the great 
advantages of banks, of credit, and of stimulated industry. 
Contrast her with Spain, destitute of ail those advantages. In 
ancient times, Athens would present an image of full and active 
employment of all the energies of man, carried to the highest 
point of civilization, whilst her neighbor, Sparta, with her iron 
money, affords another of the boasted benefits of metallic cir- 
culation. á 

The Senator from Sonth Carolina would do the banks no 
harm; but they are deemed by him highly injurious to the plant- 
ing interest! According to ‘him, they inflate prices, and the 
poor planter sells his productions for hard money, and has to 
purchase his supplies at the swoln prices produced by a paper 
medium. Now, I must dissent altogether fram the Senator’s 
statement of the case. England, the principal customer of the 
planter, is quite as much, 1f not more, a paper country than 
gurs. And the’ paper-money prices of the one country are 
neutralized by the paper-morey prices of the other country, 
if the argument were true, that a paper money. country trades 
disadvantageously with a hard-money country, we ought to 
continue to employ a paper medium, to counterbalance the pa- 
per medium of England. And if we were to banish our paper, 
and substitute altogether a metallic currency, we should be ex- 
posed to the very inequality which has been’ insisted upon. 
But there is nothing in that. view of the matter which is pre- 
sented by the Senator from South Carolina. Tf, as he asserts, 
prices were always inflated in this eouutry beyond their stan- 
dard in England, the rate of exchange would be constantly 
against-us. An examination, however, into the actual state of 
exchange between the two countries, for a long series of years, 
evinces that it has generally been in our favor. In the direct 
trade between England and this country, I have no doubt, there’ 
iva large annual -balance against us; but that balance is ad- 
justed and liquidated by balances in our favor in other branches 
of our foreign trade, which have finally concentrated in Eng- 
land, as the great centre of the commercial world: 


Ofali the interests and branches of industry in this country, 


none has profited more by the use and employment of credit 
and capital derived from banks and other sources, than the 
planting interest. It habitually employs credit in all countries 
where planting agriculture prevails. The States of Alabama, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana, have. almostsprung into 
existence, as it were, by magic, or, at least, have been. vastly 
improved and extended under the influence of the credit system. 
Lands, slaves, utensils, beasts of burden, and other supplies, 
have been constantly bought, and still continue to be purchased, 
upon credit; and bank agency is-all-essential to give the most 
beneficial operation to these credits. But the argument of the 
Senator from South Carolina, which Tam combating, would not 
be correct, if it were true that we have. inflated prices on this 
side of the Atlantic, without-a corresponding inflation of price 
on the other side; because the planter generally selling at home, 
and buying athome, the proceeds ef his sale, whatever they 
may be, constitute the means by which he effects his purchases, 
and consequently neutralize eachother. In what do we of the 
West receive payment for the immense quantity of live stock 
and other produce of our industry, which we annually sell to 
the South and Southwest, but that paper medium now so much 
decried and denounced? The Senator from South Carolina is 
very fond of the State banks; but he thinks there is no legiti- 
mate currency except that of the Constitution. He contends 
that the power which the Government possesses to impose taxes 
restricts it, in their payment, to the receipt of the precious mt- 
tals. But the Constitution dees not say so. The power is given 
in broad and unrestricted terms; and the Government is left at 
liberty to collect the taxes in whatever medium or commodity, 
from the exigencies of the case, it can collect them. Tt is, doubt- 
less, much the most convenient to collect them in money, be- 
cause that represents, or can command, every thing, the want 
of which is implied by the power of taxation. But suppose 
there was no money in the country, none whatever, to be ex- 
torted by the tax-gatherers from an impoverished people: is the 
power of Government to cease, and the people to be thrown 
hack into a state of nature? The Senator asks if taxes could be 
levied and collected in tobacco, in cotton, and other commodi- 
ties? Undoubtedly they could, ir the necessity existed for such 
an inconvenient imposition. Such a case of necessity did exist 
in the colony of Virginia, and o her colonies, prior to the Revo- 
lution, and taxes wete accordingly levied in tobacco or other 
commodities, as wolf-scal ps, even atthis day, compose a part of 
the revenue of more than one State. 

The argument, then, of the Senator against the right of the 
Government to receive. bank notes in payment of public dues, 
a practice coeva] with the existence of the Government, does 
not seem to me fo be sound. Itis not accurate, for another rea- 
son. Bank notes, when convertible at the will of the holder into 
specie, are so. much counted or told specie, like the specie which 
is counted and putin marked kegs, denoting the quantity of 
their contents. -The Senator tells us that ithasbeen only within 
a few days that he has ciscovered that it is illegal to receive 
banknotes in payment of public dues. Does he think that the 
usage of the Government under all its administrations and with 
every party in power, which has prevailed for nigh fifty years, 
ought to be set aside by a novel theory of his, just dreamed into 
existence, even if it possesses the merit of ingenuity? The bill 


purposes; They are made to the bankers, to the Barings or the 


The Senator from South Carolina contends that there is no 
constitutional power to contract with the twenty-five selected 
banks, as proposed in the substitute; yet the deposite act of 
1836, which obtained the hearty approbation of that Senator, 
contained a similar provision; andthe very bill ander conside- 
ration, so warmly supported by him, provides, under certain 
contingencies, for contracts to be made with State banks, to re- 
ceive deposites of the public money upon compensation. He 
objects to the substitute, that it converts twenty-five State banks 
into a system of Federal institutions ; but the employment of 
State insticutions by the Federal authority no more makes them 
Federal, than the employment of Federal institutions by the 
States converts then into State institutions. This mutual aid, 
and this reciprocal employment of the several institutions of 
the general and particulary Governments, is one of the results 
and beauties of our admirable though complex system of go- 
vernment, The Generat Government has the use of the capital, 
court-houses, prisons and penitentiaries in the several States. 
Do they, therefore, cease to appertain to the States? It isto be 
borne im mind that, although the State banks may occasionally 
be usad by the Federal anthority, their legal responsibility to 
the several States remains unimpaired. They continue to he 
accountable to them, and their existence can only be terminated 
or prolonged by the State authority. And being governed, as 
they are, by corporate authority emanating from, and amenable 
to, State jurisdiction, and nat under the control of the Exocu- 
tive of the United States, constitutes at once a greater security 
for the public money, and more safety to the public liberty, de 
has been argued that a separation of the Government from the 
banks will diminish the Executive power. It must be admitted 
that the custody of the public money in various banks, subject 
to the control of State authority, furnishes some check upon the 
possible abuses of the Executive Government. But the argu- 
ment maintainsthat the Executive has least power when it bas 
most complete possession of the public Treasury ! The Senator 
from South Carolina contends that the separation in question be- 
ing once effected, the relation of the Federal Government and 
the State banks will be antagonistical. I believe so, Mr. Pre- 
sident. That is the very thing I wish to prevent. I wantthem 
to live ia peace, harmony, and friendship. Ifthey are antago- 
nists, how is it possible that the State banks can maintain their 
-existence against the tremendous influence of this Government? 
Especially, if this Government should he backed by sucha vast 
Treasury bank as I verily believe this bill is intended to create? 
And what becomes of the argument urged by the Senator from 
South Carolina, and the abolition resolutions offered by im at 
an early period of the session, asserting that the General Go- 
vernment is bound to protect the domestic institutions of the 
several States? 

The substitute is not, I think, what the welfare of the country 
requires. It may serve the purpose of a good half-way house. 
Its ascorumodations appear fair, and, with the feelings ofa wea- 
ried traveller, one may be tempted to stop awhile and refresh 
himself there. I shall vote for it as an amendment to the bill, 
because I believe it the least of two evils, if it should, indeed, 
ioflict any evil; or rather, because I feel myself in the position 
ofa patient to whom the physician presents ia one hand a cup 
of arsenic, and in the other a cup of ptisan: 1 reject the first, be» 
cause of the instant death with which it is eharged; I take the 
latter, as being, at the most, harmless, and depend upon the v/s 
medicatric natura. It would have Deena great improvement, 
in my opinion, ifthe mode of bringing about the resumption of 
specie payments, contained in the eubstitute, were reversed: that 
is to say, if, instead of fixing on the Ist of July for resumption, 
it had provided that the notes of a certain number of safe, sound, 
and unquestionable banks te be selected, should be forthwith re- 
ceived, by the General Government, in payment of all public 
dues; and thay ifthe selected banks did not resume, by a future 
designated day, their notes should cease to he taken. Several 
iminediate effec's would follow: ist. The Government woukl 
withdraw from the market as a competitor with the hanks for 
specie, and they would be left undisturbed to. strengthen them- 
selves. And, 2 
the discredit and discountenance thrown upon all banks by the 
Government. And why should these notes not be so received? 
They areas good as Treasury notes, ifnot better. “They answer 
all the purposes of the State Governmentsand the people. They 
now would buy as much as specie could haye commanded at 


y, confidence would be restored by taking off 
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the period of suspension. They -could be disbursed by the Go- 
vernment, And, finally, the measure would be temporary. 

But the trne and only efficacious and permanent remedy, I 
solemnly believe, is to be found ina Bank of the United States, 
properly organized and constituted. “We are told that such a 
bank is frought with indescribable. danger; and that the Go- 
vernment must, in the sequel, get possession'of the Bank, or the 
bank of the Government. T uppose to these imaginary.terrors 
the practical experience of forty years. I oppose to them the 
issue.of the memorable cofitest, commenced by the late Presi- 
dent of the United States, against the ldte Bank of the United 
States. The-administration of that Bank had been without seri- 
ous fault. It had given no just offence to the Government, to». 
wards which it-had faithfully performed every financial duty. 
Under its able and enlightened. president, it had fuifilled every . 
anticipation which had been formed by those who created it; 
President Jackson pronounced the edici thatit must fall, and it 
“did fall, against the wishes of an immense majority of the peo- 
ple of the United States; against the convictions of its utility en- 
tertained by a large majority of the States; and to the prejudice 
of the best interests of the whole country. If an innocent, un- 
offending, and highly beneficial institution could be thus easily 
destroyed by the power of one man, where would be the diffi- 
calty of crushing it, if it had given any real caus for just ani- 
madversiont Finally, I oppose to these imaginary terrors the 
example deducible from English history. Therea bank has ex- 
isted since the year 1694, and neither has the bank got posses- 
sion of the Government, nor the Government ofthe bank. They 
have existed m harmony together, both conduci..g to the pros- 
perity of that great country; and they have so existed, and so 
contributed, because each has avoided ckerishing towards the 
other that wanton and «necessary spirit of hostility which was 
unfortunately engendered in the bosom of the late President of 
the United States. 

Lam admonished, sir, by my exhausted strength, and by, I 
fear, your more exhausted patience, to hasten toa close, | Mr. 
President, a great, nove}, and untried measure is perseveringly 
urged upon the acceptance of Congress That it is pregnant 
with tremendous consequences, for good or evil, is undeniable, 
and admitted by all. We firmly believe that it willbe fatal to 
the best interests of this country, and ultimately subversive of 
its liberties, You, who have been greatly disappointed in other 
measures of equal promise, can only hope, in the donbtful and 
uncertain future, that its operation may prove salutary. Singe 
it was first proposed at the extsa session, the whole people 
have not had an opportunity of passing in judgment upon it et 
their elections. As far cs they have, they have expressed their 
unqualified disapprobation. From Mainetothe State of Mis- 
sissippi, its condemuation has been loudly thundered forth. T 
every intervening election, the Administration has been defeat 
ed, or its former majorities neutralized. Maine has spoken; 
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Rhode Tsland, Mis- 
sissippi, and Michigan, all these States, in toves aud terms not 
to be misunderstood, have denounced the measure. The Key- 
stone State (God bless her) has twice proclaimed her rejection 
of it; once at the polls, and once through her Legislature. 
Friends and foes of the Administration have united in condemn- 
ing it, And, at the very moment when I am addressing you, a 
large meeting of the late supporters of the Administration, 
headed by the distinguished gentleman who presided in the 
electoral college which gave the vote of that patriotic State to 
President Van Burer, arë assembling in Philad 

ssage ofth' 


tors. 
the States whose agents we are? 
minister it as to advance their welfare, promote their prosperi- 
ty, and give general satisfaction? Will that sacred trust be ful- 
filled, if the known sentiments of large and respectable commn- 
nities are despised and contemned by those whom they have 
sent here? | cail upon the honorahie Senator from Aiabama, 
{Mr. Kine.] with whom I have so long stood in the public coun- 
cis, shoulder to shoulder, bearing up the honor and ihe glory 
of this great people, to come now to their reseue. Feall upon 
all the Senators; let us bury, deep and fore the character of 
the partisan, rise up Patriots and statesm break the vile 
chains of party, throw the fragments to the wi and feel the 
proud satisfaction that we have made but a s sacriice to 
the paramount obligations which we owe common 
country: 


maman 


SPEECH OF MR. TALLMADGE, 
Or New York, 

In Senate, February 8, 188S—The Senate having resumed the 
consideration of the bill dhe question being on Mr, Rives's 
substitute) imposing additional duties, as depositaties in cer- 
tain cases, on public officers, &c. 

Mr. TALLMADGE addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: The Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
lMvesarn,} who has just taken his seat, introduced in the 
course of his remarks the subject of the late elections. He 
read, with approbation, that portion of tho Presidents Message 
which charged the result of those elections to the interlerence 
ar the influence of the banks; and he undertook, by this means, 
to explain the resali in New York. Sir. L am pot in the habit 
of interfering with th oncerns of other Siatus, or of attempting 
to explain the cau of political movements in them. But, 
when I find one “poaching upon my manor,” and endeavoring 
to account for matiers which he can but i comprehend, 1 
feel it my duty to interfere. g 

T rise, therefore, not to enter upon. the immediate merits of 
this Sub- Treasury scheme, but for the sole purpose of setting 
the gentieman aud the country ighi, npon allegation of 
bank interference or bank influence in the recent election of the 
State of New York. ce , 

Sir, I saw with pain this charge in the Presidents Message, 
I felt humiliated that it should emanate from him. J felt that 
the honor of my native State was wounded, and that the 
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wound wesinflicted by one of her own sons. Had any other 
man occupied the Executive chair, I would have lost no time, 
after the delivery of the Message containing that unwelcome 
and anmerited aspersion, in repelling itin a manner and with a 
spirit becoming the occasion. But, sir, the relations which 
have. always existed between the President and myself ren- 
dered the task one of reluctance and of delicacy; and bui for 
the introduction of it into this debate, by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, 1 might have submitted to the mortification of the 
charge, from my unwillingness to éncounter it from such. a 
source, 


dation, and wholly unjustifiable, let it come-from what quarter 
it may, or let its endorsers be whom they may: In saying 
this, | speak from my own personal knowledge and observation 
to a great extent, and from an intimate acquaintance with the 
concerns of the Siate, and the causes which influence the minds 
of her citizens in political matters. Previous to the extra ses- 
sion of Congress, when the Globe, the reputed organ of the 
Administration, put forth Gouge’s Sub-Treasury scheme, with 
his money drawers: and hydrostatic belance, and all the other, 
paraphernalia which accompanied it, and seriously recom: 
meniled it to the public consideration, it was received and 
treated’ as a mere matter. of burlesque—as the dream ofa vi- 
sionacy. No one, for asingle moment, supposed that it would 
ever be brought forward by the President far the consideration 
of Congress, The whole country was astounded, when the 
Executive, at the egira session, did recommend it. The people 
then perceived that the “untried expedient”? from the banks of 
the St. Lawrence had been put forth in the official organ asa 
mere feeler, And with the characteristic boldness of all experi- 
menters, it was determined that if it did not conform: to the 
public pulge, the public pulse should be made to conform to it. 

To accomplish this, there must be no apparent force nor unne- 
cessary rashness. fence, the Executive, with great meekness 
and himility, expvessed bis’ entire willingness to co-operate in 

any other measure, if this should not meet the approbation of 
Congress. ‘This declaration was received with great satisfac- 
tion by those who foresaw, from their knowledge of the busi- 
ness wants of the conntry, that such a measure would-be de- 
structive of its best interests, ar 

They hoped to be abie to demonstrate its utter impractica- 

bility and inapplicablity to the state of the times, and that the 
President would cheerfully unite with them in some plan 

which would afford relief to a suffering and almost desperate 
community. It was however, soon perceived, from the perti- 

nacity with which this unexpected measure was urged forward 
by its advocates that the whole power of the Executive influ- 

ence was broaghtinto requisition in order w force it through 

in the shortest possible period, and before the People had time 
to deliberate upon it, or to send their remonstyances against a 
project so fatal to their interests and so destructive to their 
Į will not detain the Henate with a history of ite pro- 

Suffice it to say, that the bill 
id on the table in the other House 


sh an institution. 
as can be drawn from a papular election 
ere a thousand other const ns enter into the canvass. 
Bue it cannot be disguised that many electors, who were in fa- 
for of a national bank, alw oted for General Jackson, not- 
withstanding his avowed hostility to it. He had a personal 
popularity which scarcely any mar before him possessed, and 
which 1 hope to see no man hereafier enjoy. Orten. have Í 
howd it said by many, that although they disapproved of his 
measures, they would support him, because they believed him 
honest, and would not suffer him tobe abused for the honest 
exer of his opinions, though they led to the adoption of 
of bad measures. Sir, this feeling was extended to the pre- 
sent Executive in his election. He was known to be the favor- 
ite candidate of the late President, and many electors support- 
ed him on account of their ancient prepossessions in favor of 


General Jackson. Tsay, ti sess of a candidate 
for office, who is for or a ticular measure, Is not 
conclusive evidence that the People accord with his views on 


that measure. 

The State elections, in my judgment, were more conclusive 
+ the Sub-Treasury than the Presidents election was a- 
tional bank. "Phere were, undoubtediy, other causes 
sled in the contest. But still, the expression of the 
will, in every State where an ejection was held afier 
this project was first recommended by the Executive, was 
such as caught to have commanded his respect, and prevented 
i m again urgir measure so odious to the People, and 

80 fat their prosperiiy. - ‘ 
President, this hard money policy must he pe 
secutive had embarked in it, and he seemed doter- 
mined that ne o should impede his pr He. there- 
fore, charged ai king of the peopie to the inflaesce 
of the banks, sno evidence of an honest opi 
nion agals Notwithstanding the d 
of Rep antaiives; nol 


ess: 
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to adopt any substitute for it, 


yessed deference 
ne Open contempt 


Drought forward with the same 
c opinion, and again urged with the 


mit, this charg 
ly intended for the 
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ough general in its terms, seems peculiar- 

zlec ow York. Asa represenial 

e, 1 repel it as unworthy of the 
Ja the jaw 


iributed tothe influence of ihe banks 
yalyzo‘d, the energies ofa whole population frozen up, business, 
of all kinds ata stand, the wives and children of a portion of 
them famishing for want of bread, and suffering for want of 
clotlies to cover them, and they resorted to the ballot box as the 
only means in their power to express thelr disapprobation, and 


As it has been thua introduced, I will endeavor to’ 
show that it has been made without the slightest possible foun- ` 


i 
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- where there are no banks, than inthose where there are banks? 


. charge made which is so entizely destitute ofany one circum: |; 
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that expression, thus made, is charged to the jafluence of the 
banks! Sir, the President has forgouen the character of the 


people of his own State, He treats them ‘as mere slaves—as 
inen born to obey the Executive mandate, and not to. think or 
act for themselves. Sir, let me tell you that the people of 
New York “ksow their rigits, and, knowing, dare maintain 
them;” and, as long as I remain here, they shal] not wanta re- 
presentative to assert them on this floor. No man, be. he high 
or jow, shall go behind the ballot box to canvass the motives of 
my.constituents, without being rebuked for his presumption. I 
care not what the resultof an election may have been; when 


the people have spoken, their voice is to be respected andobey- |! 


ed, and they shall not be called toan account, with my consent, 
by an officer of the General Government for their conduct in- 
their local elections. No matter what party succeeds, such a 
charge is an indignity to the whole people. 1 am utterly asto- 
nished to hear it from sucha quarter. Tknew that the official 
organ here, and other Locofoco. prints. had, in this way, at- 
tempted to account for this overwhelming result in New York; 
but Laiso knew that this charge, from such sources, ha een 
indignantly repelled by the Democratic press of the Siate; and 
notwithstanding allthis, the President as in the case of the 


Sub-Treasury, adopts the repudiated explanation of the Globe, || 


and ushers it {orth to the world. 


Sir, I have suid that there. was no pretence offoundation for || 


this charge. I will demonstrate by statistics and by figures, as 
clear asany proposition in uctid, the ruth of my assertion. 
New York has 56 connties—all, except 13, have one ot more 


banks; of those thirteen, five are Opposition, and eight are Ad ~ 1} 


ministration counties. These eight counties gave the Adminis- 
tration a majority at the Presidential election in 1986.0f 6.781; 
in 1837, they gave 2617; making an Opposition gain of 4,J64 
in anett vote of less than 18,000. Theseare counties where 
there are no banks... Itris another remarkable fact that the Op- 
position gai eight counties is nearly double what the 
other count ateaveraged in their gains. 


find the Administration losing more, in proportion, in cdunties 


The trati is, theinfixence of the banks, assuch, was exerted on 
neither side; but, so far as there was an influence exerted by 
their officers of those connected with them, it was greater on the 
part of the Administration than the other. “There never was a 


stance to justify it, and which so entirely fails. Coming from 
such a source, itisan assault upoe our free institutions. Ft is 
impeaching the principle of self-government. What becomes 
of our boasted liberty, If the petty incorporations of the States 
can £o far influence the exércise of the elective franchise, that 
the expression of the ballot- not to be taken for what itis 
intended to represent? ‘What will be our character. abroad? 
The eyes ofall Burope are turned to our experiment of. self- 
government, an. are confi: y expecting a failure of the sys- 
icted would regenerate the civilized 


tem which we have pred 1 
world. What will they now think, when they have the autho- 
rity of the Ghief Magistrate of the nation, thatin the great State 
of New York, the “Empire State,” the infiuence of her local 
banks has controlled her elections, so that their results cannot 


ot s A Now, sir, li 
if the banks influenced the resulis of the election, why do we fi 


be relied on as any evidence of the popular will? Siz, under 
such an impntation as this, a cldzenof the United States ia a 
“foreign land would blush for his country. -And should he repel 
it, he would be confronted with the Presidenv’s message, as con- 
clusive evidence in support of the charge. As to my owa State, 
so faras my action will go, J will endeavor to wipe out the blot 
from the fair escutcheon of her fame, 

Mr. President, having shown that the electionin New York 
was iano way controlled by the interference or infleence of the 
banks, it may net be amiss to inquire what causes produced 
those results which were so astounding to the whole Union. Sir, 
it waetbe principles understead to ba entertained by the Ad. |} 
ministration and its prominent friends, and the measures which 
they were pursuing lo carry cut those principles. Vhat were 
they? They are to be found in the creed of a faction, which 
had its origin in the city of New York in 18: l do not say 
they embraced the whole creed, but I do say they were a part 
of it. Andifany man, at that diy, had predicied that a Demo. 
cratic Republican Administration would have countenanced 
any portion of the principles of this faction, be would have 
gained no more credence, nor as much, as he now would, if be 
predicted that, in an equal period, the Administration would 
adopt the other part of the same creed. 3 

Sir, it will hardly be believed by the people of. other States 
that any port 


n of those doctrines has been adopted by the Ad- 1) 


tion and its prominent friends. Ido not say that they 
n, but I say their course of measures has been such as 
ipon the people the belief of their adoption. Iwill 
taketo go into the documentary evidence at this time, 


to imp 
not ende 


propriate on some.other occasion, 


cf (iat party w 


neat This faction was the origin 
hich is now termed Loco Foco, and which, in 


4 
the pure days of the Democratic Republican party, was turned i 


out of Tammany Hall, and held their meetings in the open air, 
whenever it was necessary totake measures to reduce the price 
of flour, or carry out any other great principle in political 
economy! After their principles received the countenance of 
the Administration, they again returned to the old wigreain, 
displaced the ancient sachetas, and there they now iliustrate 
their ideas of freedom of speech and free discussion, by violent 
inreads and forcible interruption of the assemblages of quiet 
and orderly citizens who happen to entertain opinions on mat- 
of public policy contrary totheir own. They are now the 
party, and are the prominent candidates for Ex- 


ders of the 
ecutive favor. 

The leading feature oftheir creed was 
WHOLE BANKING SYSTEN OF THE CO 


THE DESTRUCTIO: 
NTRY, THE REP! 
TED RIGHTS. 


< OF 
Or 
was 


TH 


be the poiiey of the Adminisurauion. 
W was itsso understood? f wH! endeavor to answ 
Ju h 3 
l After the war.on the Bank ofthe United States kad ccased, a 
more ruthless and uù ting warfare wus ¢ow eb and | 
carried on against the State banks. The success which had at- 
tended the former emboldened the assailants, and ibey supposed 
they could make an conquest of the later. HK never occur- 
red to them that they might not be able io b he same force 
into the field in the one case as in the other, They never stepped 
to inquire whether the people entertained any different views 
in. regard tothe State institutions and a National Bank, They 
seamed to have forgotten thet, during the progress of the first 
war, they had persuaded the people that there were monstrous 


} 
| 
| 

n : | 

dof that belief although I may deem it notinap-. |} 
i t 

j 

{ 


_ opposition. 


evils connected with the one,.and equal bene! yed 
with the others. They ieft out of view all their promises ofa 
cound currency; and an equalization of the -dontestic excha nger 


of the country by means Gf the Siate bank: 'hey-forgot: 
‘oft-repeated pledges and assurances chat the State: 
“could perform equally well all the. duties which the | th 
United States had performed for the Government. . Im-short 
they had ne recollection. that Urose-imuitulions. were gre 
even a “better currency” than we: had enjeyed undei - 
tional Bank. 0: mete A 5 Hy 
But, sir, although they had overlooked al the 
people 


$ l these. things the. 
had not forgotten them. -- Those who opposed there- 
charter of the Bank of the United States were honest “in their. 
The present generation has principally: grown up, 
and come on tothe psiitical stage since. the incorporation: ofthe 
Bank of the United States in 1816. They have enjoyed its bene- 
fits: and that it possessed great benefits no rational man bas ever 
denied; but they were not able fully to appreciate them, whilst 
in the full froition of them. . They ‘could see what seemed to 
them to be its dangerous powers; and with theassurance that the 
Stale banks could perform.all its dates to the Government, 
and confer allits benefis on the people, without. possessing 
those powers, they, were conient that it should go downJand 
that the State hanks.shauld be substiutted in its placer. Ano- 
ther consideration which influenceil.their action was the popu- 
larity of Gen. Jackson, who led the forces in this contest. “Many. 
believed in his sagacity in this mauer, and pinned their faith 
npon him; and others, although they doubted the policy of the 
measure, siili believed m his honesty of purpose, and. therefore 
went with him, “right or wrong,”. But they had no idea of 
breaking down the State instiutions, so intimately Contected;as 
they believed them tobe, with the business wants of the. whole 
country; and.whén these aflacks were made on those institutions, 
the people began to suspect that they had been used. aw the in- 
struments in assailing the National Bank, witha’ view*of de- 
stroying the ‘others in thèirturo: such they- thought they. dis- 
covered to be the policy of ine Administration. a a 
How did they discover, itt, By the principles which seemed 
to be maintained by the Administration and is leading friends; 
by the manner in which they repudiated the State bank deposite 


“system afier they had suspended specie paymenis—a 


suspen- 
sion brought about by: causes'beyond their control, and'which 
certain measures of the Executive had essentially contributed 
to produce—and the subsequent introduction ofan “uotried exe. 
pedient,” in the shape of the Sub-Treasury scheme—a scheme. 
fraught with more mischiefto the community, witk more ha- 
zard to the. public funds, with a more dangerous augmentation: 
and concentration of Executive power, than has ever been sug- 
gested in the. history, of this. or-any, other Government.” And 
here, sir, permit me to say, :thatsehen the friends of this abomi- 
nable measure, for Icah characterize iby ne milder term, pre» ; 
séent-the alternative of it or a National ank, rest assvred] that 
there are thousands and thousands who have been opposed to 
such an institution, who will, without hesitation, give it their 
preference. But, sit, that alternative is not yet presented, Gen- 
tlemen are attempting to make up a false issue.: They vainly, 
imagine that they can conjure up the ghost of the old Bank’ of 
the United States tofrighten men, as they would frighten chul- 
dren. Sir, that day has gone by. The people ere looking for 
relief amidst the disasters Which surround them. They seein 
the Sub-Treasury scheme nought bat rnin; they look with horror 
upon its adoption as a consummation of ruin; they took.to. the 
State bank deposite system as the means of present, and, if the 
anticipations of its friends. be. realized, of ‘permanent. relief, 
Some ofthe friends ofa National Bank have proposed plans for 
State institutions, which they think willsup Je: the necessity 
ofa Bankof the United States,  Atall events those who are in: 
favor of a National Bank know thatit carmot-be-had, if it be had 
at all, for sume time to come; and they know that sèinething 
2 done for the reliefof the country. There is no other 
ich can be adopted but the one: proposed by the Sena» 
inia. Iit answers his expectations, it may satis- 
ifit-does not, the public mind will then be settled 
down as to what the remedy should ve. -As to the Sub-Trea-- 
aury, Isay with the Senator from Massachusetts, give me apy 
thing, or give me no‘hing, in preference to it Á 
at further evideace had the people that the destruction of 
the State banks was a part of the policy of the Administration? 
Meetings were held by the Loco Focos, at New York, Philadel-. 
phia, Ciucianati, and other places, where resolutions were 
adopted against the whole banking system, and in favor of an 
exclusive metailiccurrency. These proceeding. were respond: 
ed to by mer ia-high official siaiions, and their responses’ were 
perfectly satisfacte . Being thus sanctioned by men in au 
these. wid and visio fines began to. spread. 
c of the best Interests 
of society, began to renounce former opinions, and. adopt this 
radica! créed, because they. believed it met the approbation of 
those who heid the reins of party discipline, and who. Had the 
power of party dispensation. at 
The next evidence of the prevalence of this radical spirit was 
the manner in which the ‘subject-of the. suspension. of specie’ 
pay ments was treated. By the law of New York, when a bank 
neglects or refuses to redeem its notes in spéciec for ven days, the 
Chancellor is divected w issué his injunction, close its doors, ap 
point a receiver, to take charge ofits concerns, whose duty. it is 
to proceed to collect the amount due to the bank, to pay (he 
amount owing by it, and, finally, under the direction of the 
Chancellor, to disnibute to the stockholders the residue. of its 
cts, according to their respective imerest. . here was due 
inthe banks, at this time, by the people of the State about, 
SEVENTY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. A forced collectiag of this 
amour t, Dy receivers, Woule have spread ruin and Qesolation . 
throughout the whole Staie. The most valuable estates. would 
have been cold to satisfy these demands, | There would have 
n no competition atthe sules-tur very. few dodeed could 
ave conntanded the means to become the purchasers. . The 
would have beon, that the most desirable property must 
been satr | aad banzht in by. some miserly. Rard mê- 
a, wha hal hoarded his vile trash for the. purpose of 
ying upon the misfortunes of his fellow citizens, or by the 
ivers for the beaefit of the stockholders. In either event; 


De 


rec 

the community would have been the sufferers, and the hope af 

present business er of future prosperity would: have ‘beet ut, 
_terly blighted, Every rational man foresaw this results 


Legislziure was then in session, and a law was forthwith pass) 
ed, by an almost ‘unanimous vote, to suspend the forfeiture ab, 
the charters ofthe banka for one-year. This acvof the Legisla-s 
ture was openly denounced by- public meetings inthe chy. 
New York, composed of those claintiag to be the exehusys: - 
friends of the Administration. And this denunciation was fe 
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iterated by the official organ of the Government here, claiming 
to speak the sentiments of the Administration on all important 

blic matters. Why was this act thus denounced? Because, 
ifthere had been no such interference, the banks would have 
all been prostrated, as I have already shown, and we should at 
onte have beén brought tò the “golden age” which has been so 
jong desired.- It is trie, the great interests of the community 
would have Been sacrificed. Rut, what of thal We 
whould have had the “éons ional currency?—“a hard 
Money Government’ —-“a successfal experimenv’—and, let 
me adu, a prostrate country and a ruined people! Sir, the 
people were saved frorn this awful calamity, by. the patriotism 
of the Legislature. The suspension act was not a boon to the 
banks; it Wasa favor to the people. Whilst it saved the bank 
charters from forfeiture, it saved the peopls from Gestruction. 
Other States pa similar laws, and thus were frustrated the 
designs oF those who deemed the sus, 
the proper occusion to carry out their 
down the whole banking s 


Message was delivered, and the people no longer doubted that 

Administration intended to destroy the 

bar At all events, they could not doubt that such would. be 
the effect of the measures recommended by him. They could 
oniy infér.the intent from the result which must inevitably 
ollow. : 

_ By the Constitution, itis made the duty of the President, from 
time to time, to give to Congress information of the state of the 
Union, and recommend.to their consideration such measures as 
he shall judge necessary and expedient, He can recommend 
no others; and, if he deems such as he does recommend both ne- 
cessary and expedient, he, of coùrse, desires that Congress 
shall adopt them, and that they shail be carried into full execa- 
tion, He had already seen that, by the intervention éf the Btate 
Legislatuies,.the hank charters of tlie diferent States had. been 
saved from forfeittire, and that the designs of those who wished, 
to destroy thèm had been frustrated by these acts. Well now, 
sir, what were his recommendations, and what their inevitable 
results? Herecommendeda “uniform law concerning bank- 
rupteies of corporations, and other bonkers,” asa measure 
“fully authorized by the Constitution.” Suchalaw, under his 
oath of office, he must have deemed “necessary and expe- 
dient.” And he mast, too, have desired its enactinent by Con- 
gress, otherwise he would not have recommended it. | What 
would have been its effect, its. practical operation, if Congress 


had concurred in the views of the President, and passed a barik- > 


rupt jaw as recommended by. him? ‘Why, sir, every bank in 
the Union would have been forthwith handed over to commis. 
sioners to he appointed by the Executive, under such a law, and 
their concerns closed up—for they hadail suspended specie pay: 
ments, and of course would have come within its provisions. 
This would have accomplished what was prevented by the ac- 
tion of the Legislatures: namely, a forfeiture of their charters, 
and a consequent destruction of the banks themselyes, Sir, I 
do not state this case too strongly-—such would have been thein- 
evitable result throughout the Union—there is no escape from 
it. The President could not but have foreseen it. It was the 
unavoidable consequence of his recommendation. He must 
have made it with his eyes open, and seen its effects, unless he 
was blinded and bewildered by this ¿gnis futuus of Loco Foco» 
ism. What would have been the cflects upon the business and 
credit ofthe country? Utter ruin and destruction from one ex- 
tremity of thè Union to the other. Sir, “war, pestilence and 
famine” could not more effectually have done their dreadful 
work, 2 i 

Fortunately for the country, Congress did not adopt the re- 
Commendation of the President, although it was urged with 
great power by one of the most prominent friends of the Admi- 
nistration, (Mr. Benton. ] x 

Sir, there is another feature of this measure which deseryes 
cansideration. This subject was not new to the President, It 
had received his careful examination and full deliberation on a 
former occasion. .In 1826, when he stood upon this floor as a 
Senator from the State of New York, he maintained on this 
subject the same principles which I am now endeavoring to 
maintain. He then represented all. the great interests of: the 
State, aslam now attempting to represent them. The bank- 
ing interest was one of the most important, because 1 gavé life 
to commerce, stimulated agriculture, aided the. mechanic and 
manufacturing industry of the country,.and-produced a healthy 
action in the whole body politic, ‘This was ata period anterior 
te the origin of the faction in New York, whose doctrines have 
since been adopted. Mr. Van -Buren, on the discussion of the 
BANKRUPT BILL, at that time before the Senate, opposed its ap- 
plication to banking incorporations “as an odious exercise of 
Gower not grantedby the Constitution.” In 1826, Senator 


an Buren opposes a bankrupt law in reference to our banking | 


institutions, “as an odious exercise of power not granted by 
the Constitution,” and, in 1837, President Van Buren prò- 
poses “auniform law concerning bankruptcies of corpora- 
tions, and other bankers,” asa measure “ fully authorized by 
the Constitution.” Now, sir, pernit me to ask, if such a mea- 
sure was unconstitutionalin 1826, can the recommendation of 
the President make it constitutional in 1837? I think not, unless 
the Constitution changes as the party-changes!. But, whether 
it does or-not, is immaterial to the- present question. The Pre- 
sident recommended a bankrupt law in yeference to banking 
incorporations. He musthave reviewed his former opinions 
enthatsubject. He must havedeemed the crisis so important 
agto avercome his old.constitutional scraples, and that it was 
now “necessary and expedient” that sucha law should pasa, 
and: thereby rid the country-of the curse of paper money, and 
thos restore the “constitutional currency” of gold dnd silver, 
Mr. President, 1 have said that the people believed the design 
of, the Administration and its prominent friends was to. destroy 
the banking institutions of, the States. ` They foresaw what 
would have been the effect of the adgpiion of the batikrupt Jaw: 
They also sdw, and still see, the effect of the Sub-Treasury 
-geceme. ‘They know that both are equally fatal. They saw 
the manner in which the Sub-Treasury was urged at the extra 


I 
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session. Tkey saw by the official organ that, afer it wagde- ` 


feated in the House, it was again to be. forced upon Congress at 
the present session, and they see: clearly now that its adoption 
at this time will be as fatal.to shebanks asa bankrupt law would 


have. been before, Its adoption would prevent the resumption of - 


specie payments. Or, ifthe banks sliould resume, it would com: 
thera to stöp again. "Or, if they continued to pay specie, it 
World be merely a nominal thing, and they could do no busi. 


_ the Senator from New Hampshire, when he said the 


Independent Treasury— Mr. Robbins. 


ness. If this were thé proper occasion,! would unde take to 
demonsirate these propositions to the satisfattion of every ra- 
tional man. But I did not rise for. that purpose. Suffite it ta 
say, that if a deliberate plan had been formed for. the total de- 
struction of the banking systein.of the whole.country, it could 
not have been more skilfully devised. What was the process 
by which it was to be accomplished? 

ist. By inducing the Legislature not to interfere, 

24 By a bankrupt law. 

Bd. By the Sub-Treasury scheme, which is the anly propasi. 
tion now under ¢ eration. Under it, the banks cannot re- 
sume; and if the Legislature grants no farther indulgence, their 
concerns must be closed up. Tf they do resume, they will be 
compelled (2 siop again, ard they will be ip the same situation 
as if they had notattempted it, f they do not. stop, it wiil de 
because their circulation is all called in, and they continue Ve- 
cause they do no business. In this event the stockholders will 
wind them up, for the reason that they cannot afford to have an 
investment which produces no income. In either case the re- 
sult js the same—the destruction of the banks. . I have already 
shown the disastrous consequences to the whole community 
from sucha state of things; and I will add, in the same lan- 
guage which I employed at the last session, “that it would even 
he better ier the couhtry that a tortads or ah earthiuake shonli 
spread its desolation around, than that we shouid have this 
scheme inflicted upon us.” ; 

Mr. President, these were some of the causes which produced 
the results of the late elections in New York. There was ano- 
ther. ‘The people saw the treatment which those received who 
opposed these measures... They saw some of their representa- 
tives here pursuing the straighi-forward track of principle, and 
maintaining the ancient and: honored: creed of the party} they 
saw them turning neither to the right nor to the lef to gratify 
the ambition of any man, or to.court tho favor of any faction; 
they saw them maintaining the same principles which the 
whole party maintained but a short period before, and refusing 
to turn about atthe word of command; they saw them oppos- 
ing a measure whichthe whole party, with General Jackson at 
their head, opposed in 1834, and which the official organ of the 
Adininistration then pronounced “disorganizing und revolu- 
tionary,” and. manfully resisting the Executive mandate to 
atow the Sub Treasury scheme now, which they all. repu- 
diated then; they saw them standing in their places, anil, with 
that mera! courage and uidauuted firmness. which should ever 
characterize the representatives of a free people, resisting the 
encroachments of Executive power; they saw them, with an 
independence worthy of the better days of the Republic, com- 
batting the heresies and interpolations which were attempted to 
be introduced amongst the ancient canons. of their political 
faith; they saw them endeavoring to revive thé drooping ener- 
gies of the country, to resuscitate fis trade and commerce, to 
stimulate iis industry, to invigorate its enterprise, to give hope 
and animation and life to its benumbed and palsied faculties, 
and to pour consolation into:the wounded and broken spirits of 
the mercantile community. They saw all this; and. they also 


saw, that for all this their representatives Were DENOUNCED ` 


AND PROSCRIRED by the efficial organ of the Admistration ! 
‘They saw the despotism which had been introduced by the dis- 
cipline of party, They saw that neither party men. nor the 
party press dare speak their sentiments on any political subject, 
umil they knew the Executive will. They saw the manner in 
which the machinery of party was brought into requisition to 
manufacture public opinion, to sustain that will when it was 
once made known. They saw that there was no independence 
of thought or of action within the sphere of Executive influ- 
ence. Theysaw, in short, established at the seat of Govern. 
ment the most perfect despotism on earth, THE DESPOTISM OF 
oernion ! 

Sir, this system of dictation, of proscription, and denunciation 
commenced daring the second term of General Jackson’s admi- 
nistration. He would not tolerate, a diference ofopinion on any 
subject ia which his feelings were enlisted. I hope it was the 
infirmity of age. I might instance the distribution bill, the 
Specie Circular, and the currency bil. ‘Tn all these measures 
the great body of his friends in both Houses were opposed to 
him. Suli the official argan. did not hesitate to maintain the 


. Executive will, and to denounce the actions and opinions of 


those who constituted the legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment. ~ 


» The present Executive, on entering upon the duties of.his — 


high station, promised to “follow in the footsteps of his illas- 
us predecessor.” This Sub-Treasury scheme is the darling 
project of the late President; and, I presume, in pursuance of 
the above pledge, it has been brought forward for our considera- 
tion. ‘To my mind thisisits only merit; and no one would be 
more desirous than myself of gratifying the feelings of that illus- 
trious man, and of smoothing the path of his declining years, by 
the adoption of his.favotite measure. if my judgment did not 
tell me it would beat the expense of the great and paramount 
interesis uf the country. If he-himself were here, in the zenith 
of his power, he perhaps might see bis way more clearly. But 
when his successor attempts to imitate bis great strides, he will 
follow him as Tulus- followed Æneas from the flames of Troy 
kaud passibus equis, ¢ : 

Sir, my colleague {Mr. Wricnt] has spoken of that portion 
ofthe friends of the Administration who oppose the Sub-Trea- 
sury scheme as a small panty, and, with seeming reproach, has 
kindly extended to them his charity, and more than intimates 
that they ought to. give up their opinions to.the majority of their 
friends. Sir, that smali party are maintaining the same. princi- 
ples which the whole party maintained but a short time since: 
and the difference between them being a matter of principle, 
cannot be compromised. It is, indeed. asmall party, and should 
on that account have been protected from the apparent’syeer of 
had as- 
sumed the name of © Coservatives.? Whether that name 
hag been assumed by chem, or has been given to them, I will not 
stop to inquire. This much, however, I will venture to affirm, 
that we shall be as well satisfied with tliat appellation as-the 
gentleman and his friends will be with the name of “ Subserra- 
tives,” with: which: they- have been honored, and with how 
much justice I leave to themsélves-to-.determine. 
party has heen, riot inappropriately, called “ 4 Spartan BAND;”? 
and let me tell those gentlemen who have reproached them with 


the peculiarity of their position, ‘and the paucity of their num. - 


bers, that when they are asked to lay dawn their arms, they -will 
give the Spartan answer, “Come and take them.” Sir, my. 
colleague, from the peculiarity of his own position; should have 
seen the indelicacy of commenting upon ours. `The time has 
been when: he hag been left in a. smaller minority of political 
friends than we are now; but Iwill do him‘ the Justice to say 


Sir, this small < 


“When the miad is gone? It is then prepared for, 
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that his opinions, on ail matters in difference, have always coin- 
cided with the Executive; and had the Executive seen fit to re- 
commend the resuscitation of the State hank depositesyatem, ine 
stead of the Sub-Treasury, we should have seen- my colleague, 
with my friend from Virginia and myself by his side, leading. of 
his faithful troops, and instead. of the golden banner under 
which he isnow fighting against the institutions of the States, he 
would have raised aloft the stars and stripes of bis country, t 
emblern of those rights, and under that signhe would have. co 
quered; and the man who should have had the rashness to In. 
troduce the Sut-freasury scheme, in opposition to the Execu- 
tive recommendation, would have found himself with not evena 


corporals guard. 
Dp 


esident, the Const{tution guaranties. the liberty. of 
lof thé press: but, unler, the present system. of party 
discipline and Executive intii an, there is Virtually an aby 
rogation ofboth. The Executive department has be 400 
powerful for the Legislative branch of the Government, The 
great apprehensions of the framers of the Constitution were 
from the Legislative power. They little dreamed that in the 
short space of half a century, shortin the Hfetime of a nation, 
the Executive department would become so formidable as to 
overawe Che Legislative branch, and dictate to them the mea 
sures which he himself was to execute. Sir, the very theory 
of the Constitution has bech feversed: ‘The Legislative has be: 
come the weaker power, and the Executive arm is, alread? 
strengthened beyond what the fathers of the Constitution deem 
ed consistent with the safety and freedom of the Government. 
Add to that strength the powers of a Treasury bank, which are 
contained in this bill, and you have given ali that can define a 
despot, 

Mr. President, Ihave spoken with some feeling on this sub- 
ject, Ihave reason so to speak. Thayeé seen the. distresses of 
thacountry, T have seen the embarrassments of my fellow-cf 
cizens. J haveseen them imploring this Government in vaii 
for that. relief which’ they dre entitled to askyand which sey 
are bound to give. [have seen the Government impairing puc» 
lic confidence in the institutions of the States, withdrawing 
itself upon tts Gwn resources, and leaving the people, unaided 
and alone, to bullet the storms of adversity which it-has aided 
to bring upon them. Lhave seen the Executive enter upon a 
system of experiments, destructive of our dearest inte i 
and subversive of our brightest hopes. {have seen biro pre 
in those experiments after a decisive negative by the Legisla- 
tive branch óf the Government, and after his wild and vision- 
ary schemey have been most signally rebuked through the bal- 
lot box. I have seen him turn a deaf ear to ali the remon- 
strances which have been made in every part ofthe country, 
and, with acol) and dogged indifference, set at nought all those 
demonstrations of the popular will, Str, Laver, in the face of 
the American people, that there is no canse for the continu: 
ance’o. the distress under which the county now labors. Tt is 
in the power of the Administration to remove it by its simple 
fiat. This war upon the banks has dried up (he sources of sus- 
tenance to the people, as well-as of revenue to the Government: 
Let the Exetutive abandon this Sub-Freasury seheme—a 
scheme unworthy of the age in. which we liye—let hiw, in 
good faith, resolve to revive the State bank system, and forth- 
with, as fast as the joyous news could travel, hope, and life; 
and activity, and confidence, would spring up on every side 
to gladden it on its way. {would say, then, to thé people of 
this conntry, if Lcould fatter myself that my voice would reach 
them, rouse from. your lethargy; burst the Lilliputian ties that 
bind you; walk forth in the dignity of freemen; and teach your 
public servants that you will not silently snbmitto have your 
credit destroyed, your prosperity sacri I and your wives 
and children deprived of their. bread, to minister to the partisan 
ambition or unholy caprice of any man or set of men, whom 
your misplaced confidence may have elevated to stations he: 
yond their deserts. And let me tell you, sir, if the voice which 
New York hag already uttered bè disyegarded, and these de- 
structive measures be persistedin, ] warn you to beware of the 
Ings or Novemper; for her voice will then be heard trom the 
Atlantic to the Lakes, louder than the mighty cataract which 
thunders on her Western border. 


FREIOS EEEIEE TAISA ET 
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; Or Rnope IsLaAxD, 

In Senate, March 14, 1838—On the Sub- Treasury bill. 

The Senate having resumed the consideration of the bill, (the 
question being on Mr. Rrvgs’s substitute)— 

Mr, ROBBINS addressed the Senate as follows: 

In the fall of the Roman-empire—in the most corruptage of 
that fall—a subtle and fatal poison was devised and compound. 
ed, that, without destroying fife, destroyed the constitution, 
wasted by slow degrees all the sources of health, of vigor, of ani- 
mation, in the victim; reduced his manly form toa mere skete- 
ton of skin and bones, and made the yet hving mar to resemble 
the spectre of the deat. Just such a poisonto this COUDLTY, as 
it appears to me, has been devised and compounded jn this Sub- 
Treasury bilt; and that, ir forced down, and kept down, it will 
work a change ùo less frightful and hideous in her condition 
and aspect. . For I think it must destroy a very great propor- 
tion of all the regular business of this counwy, suchas it has 
hitherto, till of late, existed; as much, F think, as nine paris in 
ten of that business. . That it wil involve muilligns and millions 
of your fellow-citizens.in all the calamities’ of that destruction; 
that it will fil. yourcountry, from one'end of it to the other, with 
the mouldering- monwments of that extensive ruin—monuments 
of our oncegreat, but then departed ‘prosperity: hat it will 
disable the country entirely, and for ever, from developing hey 
physical-resources;. willlock op ‘that great-storehouse ‘of the 
elements of national wealth and power—elemérits bestowed upon 
us by a-kind Providence, and bestowed ina botinty, and with 
a profusion, without a parallel in any: other country, hardly in 
all other countries put together; resources which, if fully deve- 
loped, would sustain in happiness and splendor ‘a population of 
two hundred millions, But a still inore: calamitous effect of 
this deleterious polity; 1 fear; would be, that with the means it 
would destroy the mind of the country. would make this great 
people spiritless, helpless, hopeless. " Talk of the calamities of 
foreign war inthe comparison ! Why, this, to me, is to belittle 
the subject; it is to-compare the greater evil tothe less, to the 
much less... For, though war has its calamities, it-hasits com: 
Pensations too; It imparts to a country its own vigor; and tia 
vigor never fails; on the return of peace, soon to obliterate ever 
trace of those calamities. -But what hope is left toa country 

; and: exposed 
and especially to. that greatest of all 


to, every other calamity, 
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calamities—to foreign domination, or to domestic usurpation. 
What availed it to Rome—her vast extent ofempire—an empire 
that covered the whole of the then civilized world, and much 
of the barbarian—when once the Roman mind was gone? 
With what facility then the rude barbarian of the north jtrarn- 
pledthat empire in the dust! atthe flash of his sword, her 
countless millions cowered, and sunk in trembling submission 
benea'h his sway. > : 

‘Will it be said that all vhis is but declamatory rant and wild 
speculation; that, if this: policy be a poison, the proof must 
come from the trial; that beforehand we can have nothing toop- 
pose to it but conjecture and “Imagination; and that a sufficient 
offact to this is conjecture and imagination per contra? Isit in- 
deed so? Have we no proof?” Recollecta portion of this same 
poison we have taken, and have been forced to. take, and the 
effects of that leave no room to doubt what will be the effects of 
the whole compound and prescription. Imean that portion of 
the bill which consists ia the exaction of the ‘public dues in 
specie. Weare now undergoing that experiment, and have 
been since May last—the experimentum crucis. Attend now 
only to one result ofthat experiment, and to its necessary con- 
sequences, which Twill endeavor to lay before you, and then 
oubt ir you can whether this policy will be a poison to this 
ountry-~a most deadly poison, 

Why is specie now an article of merchandise, and banished 
rom circulation as a currency? as you ail. know it is, and hag 
ecensince May last, It is because Government has exacted its 
ues in sperie, and thereby has kept specie.at a premium in 
1e market. What other cause can. there be? ~ Specie is not 
ow wanted for exportation, for icreign exchange is below par. 
nstead of exporting, we now import specie. It is not wanted 
or internal exchanges; for none of these exchanges are eflected 
in specie. There isnosuch thing asa draft from one part of 
te country upon another pact of the country, payable in specie. 
Nor could such a draft be obtained at any known fate of ex- 
change. Every draft or inland bill of exchange is purchased 
with paper and paid in- paper, and in nothing else. It is not be- 
cause phe banks have suspended specie payments; for, netwith- 
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standing that, their credit has remained good, and their paper, 


constitutes the currency of the country, the sole currency. 
What cause, then, other than this exaction of the public dues in 
specie can be assigned for this extraordinary fact, that.specie 
has become an article of merchandise, and has. ceased to be a 
currency? I know of none. oar 

When Government, to. relieve this demand for specie, thus 
created by itself, authorized the issue of ten millionsof Trea- 
gury notes, made receivable inthe payment of the public dues, 
asd, besides, had given further time for the payment for so 
large anamount of those dues, the premium on specie imme- 
diately fell in the market, in proportion as the demand had thus 
beenreticved. If that leaves any, doubt as to the cause of the 
premium on specie, suppose this case: suppose the Govern- 
ment now, to-day, were to say to all their debtors, “we will 
henceforth receive our dues, as the private citizen receives his 
dues, and is contentto receive them, namely, in the paper of 
solvent banks,” would specie remain at a premium another 
day? Why should it? How could it? There would: be no 
longer any special demand for. specie; and’ without a. ‘special 
demand specie could not be at a premium ia the market: 

This exaction of public dnes in specie, if this bill ‘is adopted 
is to be the standing policy of the Government for all future 
time; and its steady and continued ¢ffect must ‘be, as it has 
been, to keep specie. at a:premium in the market, and thereby 
to. banish it from circulation asa currency; that is, so long 
as paper is in circulation as a currency. This must be so 
in the nature of things.’ Phere cannot be, at the same time, ia 
the same place, two neies of different values. For the 
more vaiuable wili c cy, and become an arti- 
cie of merchandise; : veluable will become the ex- 
clusive currency. ‘Phe dem ration is before us presented 
in our daily experience. 1 gay so long as paper is in circula- 
tion asa currency. à . 

iut this policy, by producing this effect, will produce an- 
other effect ag its necessary consequence, which must, in the 
end, destroy that paper currency, make afinatend of it, drive 
every collar ul it out of circulation, and out of existence. 
When ihis work is accomplished, thea, to be'sure, specie’ will 
cease tobe ata premium in the market, will then return to 
circulation as a currency, and will be the-only currency. Then 
will come the times so devoutly prayed for by the hard money 
party—! gn of their constitutional currency. But here let 
me aly t party to indulge all their transports now, and 
jn antic ipacion of that happy reign, Jest,’ when those times do 
come, they should witness scenes very little calculated to en- 
kindle those transports. I feel myself the better authorized to 
give this caution, as Lam old enough to have witnessed such 
times.. Of such times 1 will only say, at present, that [have 
no desire to see them renewed. And T beg to assure those hard 
money gentry, thatthose times ave very far from jaspiring 
transports into. any who did witness them); but, on the contrary, 
that the sufferings of the country were then such as to bring 
soine degree of discredit upon thë Revolution itself; and that 
such then was the general distress, that freedom itself began 
to lose its value. It was not an unusual quere then with the 
People, whether the Revolution had, on the whole, proved a 
blessing to the country. f eee 

How will this policy, by keeping specie ata premium in the 
marke‘, as it must, destroy the paper currency? Why, by 
making itimpossible for the banks to resume and tø continue 
spscie payments, and to continue todo further business as banks 
or discount. Xes, impossible. ` Lknow the banks are anxious to 
yesume—think they can resume, and can maintain themselves 
in the teeti-of this policy, But they are mistaken, the thing is 
impossible. For Lask whether any bank canget on as a bank 
who cannot keep. their bills in circulation fora day?” AndLask 
who would keep their_bills on hand for a day, when he could re- 
tuin them to the bank, take the specie, go into the market with 
tbat, and make a profit to himself? H a bank cannot keep its 
bills in circulation for a day, can that bank do any further busi- 
ness as a bank of discount? Why every further discount would, 
in effect, bea loan in specie. m that situation no bank can 
make a discount, What then is the condition of all ihe banks in 
the country, arul in what dilemmado. they, stand? If they re- 
sume specie payments, they have to meeval their bills at once; 
to go oa redeeming so long as they have specie to redeem with; 
and to suspend all further discounts. And this would make an 
ead of them. Oüthe other hand, if. they do not resume specie 
payments, they forfeit their. charters; and this forfeiture must, in 
the ead, been forced against them.. Fox no State would tolerate, 
as a settled thing, 2 bank to issue irredeemable paper, of re- 
deemable only. atthe will of the bank. And this would make an 
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end Of them. This policy, then, if adopted and fastened upon 
the country, will be a death warrant toallthe banks in the 
country, “When all the banks of the country are thus destroyed, 
Of ‘course there will no Jonger be any paper currency. Then 
will be pear ea Warn thé end intended by this palicy—the end 
not avowed indeed, but hardly disguised; but whether intended 
oF not, that end will be accomplished: namely, the destruction of 
all the paper currency of the-country. Hew will this affect ihe 
business of the country? Why, all that portion of the business 


Which has been created and ‘sustained by the banking system. 


“will fall with. the systems as all that portion of the medium of 
exchange, created by that system, will then be abstracted from 
the business of the country and gone. For the business of eve- 


ry country will adjust itself, and proportion itself, to the me- - 


dium of exchange, of the standard commercial value, which it 
possesses, and may command in business. It is so in theory, it 
is found to be so.in fact. Goto what country you will, aud you 


. find its business corresponding in amount to its amount of such 


a medium, 


Now, what proportion of the business of the country has been . 


created and sustained by the banking system? F have 
and I think not less than. nine parts in ten. . 

In order to throw a discredit upon the banking system, the 
honorable gentleman fiom South Carolina, (MI. CALHOUN,} 
and the honorable gentleman from Connecticut, near me, [Mr. 
NiieEs,} have both teld us of the enormous disproportion be- 
tween the circulating credits of the banks, and the. specie in 
their vaults; the one a little less than fivehundred millions; and 
the specie not one-tenth of that amount. In this view ef the 
subject, and with their view, the honorable gentlemen have not 
done justice to their-own argument. For they might have 
added the immense amount of bank credits which never appear 
in circulation, which appear only on the books ofthe bank: but 


stated, - 


‘which make-a part of bank credits, and as much so as their | 


bills in circulation. T-mean the transfer of credits on the books 
of the bank, founded on deposites, and thése made-up of dis- 
counts. Tuail our great commercial cities these transfers pro- 
bably exceed in amount the amount of bills in circulation 
there. While arraying before us, and arraigning the-sins of the 
banking system, (which seems to consist in extending the busi- 
ness of the country,) these honorable gentlemen might have 
put another criminal charge into their bill of indictment. It is 
this: That part of the business of the country which is to be 
placed to the credit of the specie portion of the currency is 
more than doubled by means of the banks. For, without 
banks, a great part of the specie of the country would be dead 
stock lying idle in private coffers; and that portion of it in the 
hands of business men would be idle much of the time; for it 
must be accumulated beforehand, and kept on hand to meet en- 
gagements. But with banks ail the specie of the country is 
keptin activity, constant activity. When these honorable gen- 


. Uemen revise and repubiish their criminal catendar against the 


banks, I hope they will not omitthen to place these two of- 
fences in the criminal list.. ` Lêt them putall the bank crimes 
together—their bills in circulation beyond their specie—their 
‘transfer eredits which are not in circulation—the augmented 
activity ahd operation given by them to specie, and I have no 
doubt they will prove u anks guilty of having created and 
sustained atJeast nine paits in ten of the whole business of 
the country. ‘Their task, I admit, would have been still easier 
to make manifest this enormous guilt of the banking system, if 
we still hada National Bank existing. For then they mightadd 
to the criminal account all that business which had been de- 
stroyed by destroying that bank. Be itremembered, that bank 
had been a great offender in this same criminal business of ex- 
tending the business ofthe country; much greater than the Jo- 
cal banks were or. could he. For that bank had not only given 
to the country a national currency everywhere of the samné.uni- 
form yajue-and that value of the specie standard, but had 
thereby created a collateral currency of ten timds the amount 
of its bills. For it had converted every inland bill of exchange 
into currency, as much so as their hank bills; and this collate- 
ral currency had grown up to the enormous.amount of six hun- 
But by destroying that bank yon, at 
one stroke, destroyed the whole system of inland exchanges. 

This [look upon as the primary and great cause of al] our 
commercial difficulties andembarrassments. I know that there 
were other. causes in other acts of the Government; but -these 
were but subordinate causes, such as the rernoval of the depo- 
sites, the instructions given to the deposite banks as to the de- 
posites, the specie circular, and the indiscrect mode of trans- 
ferring the surplus to the States; but the great mother cause 
was the entire destruction of the whole system of inland 
exchanges. 

I shal] not now dwell further upon the idea of the expansion 
of currency by means of inland bills of exchange, as suggested, 
as I have been anticipated in this idea by the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Weagstsr.} in his splendid effort 
on yesterday; and knowing as F do that all I could say on that 
topic would but weaken the effect of what has been better 
said by him. : 

To return, then, to the point I was upon: will it be said that 
where nine parts in ten of the ¢irculating medium is abstracted 
from the business of the country, specie will flow in to fill up 
that mighty void, and to sustain that business? Alas! the 
specie of the country, instead of being augmented by. that 
event, will be diminished by it, greatly diminished; for dowbt- 


less we owe much of the specie now in the country to that | 


very business which has been created and sustained by the 
banks. Though specie is said to be a fiuid that will keep its 
level in the commercial wouid, (by which is meant its relative 
commercial valuc,) yet, though in this sense it is every where 
at the same level, it is not every. where at the same depth. 
That depth depends upon and is measured by the amount of 
business of any given country. That amountis the true gauge 
of that depth. Why is the specie of England so great.i. coem- 
parison with the specie of other commercial countries? Only 
fecanse her business is great in comparison with theirs in the 
same proportion. 7 

The country, then, is to be deprived of nine parts in ten of 
her circulating medium. She is to content herself as she may 
with the remaining tenth part; that part is to diminish, we 
know not how much, but greatly to diminish; and our business 
isto fathoff in the same proportion, and to dwarf itself down 
to that diminutive scale. i 

Hf there bea man who could contemplate the conseyuences of 
such a tremendous crash in the business of the country, and 


- feeino remerse at being the author of them, or in any degree 


the author, I will only say that shouldanother Shakspeare arise, 
he would have no occasion to go to Italy for another Shylock, 
nor for ‘athousand Shylocks concentrated in one. For what 
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suicidal policy- ae x 
I have said that this policy would disable the-country, entire 
ly and forever, from.developing her physical resources. No 
Proof of this now is necessary; -all mast see that the state ‘of 
things described, and which piust’ exist under this. policy, 
would make the thing impossilile—would make the attempt 
even impossible.. Taking this to be'ed,-let us look for a mo- 
mentat the magnitude ofthe object thus to: be: attained, It is 
difficult to give any just idea of this magnitude; ‘because some, 
perhaps many,.of their resources are yet to be discovered ‘as 
well as developed; but especially because of the, boundless ex- 
tent in which they severally exist. Pay Sos 3 

Consider the immensity of the resource existing in the ma- 
nua] labor of this great people, if that resource. was fully. called 
forth, as it might be, by a proper policy. . A people multiply- 
ing with such rapidity; doubling in twenty-five years; increas- 
ing in geometrical ratio; with roor and means for that rapidity 
of increase for ages and ages to. come. A peaple, too, distin- 

` guished, above all others, for inventive ingenuity; for bardy ad- 
veniure; and for indomitable perseverance. A people, before 
whom-all difficulties vanish—because, to them, they do. not 
seem to be diffidulties—such is their boundless. confidence in 
theirown powers ofachievement. But. this active and enter- 
prising people, whose spirit alone, if properly fostered, would 
‘make the fortune of any country, is to be forced’ down, ‘and 
kept down, to a state.of Inaction by their own Government; and 
to have all their faculues benumbed, to fit them for this torpid 
state, by ils stupid and stupilying policy. $ 

Again, consider the immensity of ‘our resource in agricul- 
ture, if that resource was to be fully developed. Why, the 
imagination sinks under every effort to conceive its magnitude, 
or to make any approach to itscomprekension, Now, this're- 
source can never be fully. developed, but by atequate markets: 
and these to be created by ourselves; which this policy wil } for- 
ever render impossible. ‘ 

Of our mineral riches, below the surface and buried in the 
earth, we know, as yet, comparatively but little; but'we know 
enough, to know that. this, like all our other resources, wil! be 
found to exist in méasureless extent. One character of infini- 
tude belongs to them all. ae A i 
_ The resource, too, in mechanical power in cur streams and 
in our coal regions, who would undertake to calculate and de: 
fine its extent?’ The power of numbers would fail him; and all 
other powers; some new calculus must be invented and applied 
to solve the problem: : ae 

But, above all, and to crown ail these, is our resource in 
works of internal improvement, which are to give value to all 
our resources; indeed, without them, the comparative value of 
all our other resources would bé as nothing contrasted to: the 
value which. this would give them. - These improvements are 
to give concentration to al} these resources, and to bring them 
all to bear, with al} their united infinence, -upon the growth of 
every part of the country. : a Se 

This sketch, iroperfect as it is, will givens some tieg of the 
magnitude, or rather of the infinitude, ofour physical resources, 
the development of whith is to`be forever. abandoned . under 
this policy. Look at England, and see what she has dohe for 
herself, simply. by developing her physical reseurces. . What 
one of these resources has she left: undevélopéd to the utmostt 
What-in the industry and ingenuity of her people? Whatin 
her agriculture? “What in her mineral riches? -What in her 
means of mechanical power? And, above all, what in her in- 
ternal improvements? Not one.’ Abd- what thereby has she 
done for herself, Lask again? i : im 

She has thereby placed herself inthe front rank of nations 
for weaith and power, and made herself the first in that rank, 
She has thereby accumulated a capital that is a prodigy upon 
the earth, a capital that not only fills up every channel in every: 
department of her own industry, but which overflows and 

spreads itself to the extreme verge of the habitable globe. 
There is not a civilized country on the earth whose industry 
and enterprise are not invigorated more or less by.that capital, 
And what are the physical resources of England compared to 
ours? Why,nota tthe, F might say not one percent 

Qh! the heart sickens when it contemplates. and. cont 
what this country might be, under the full development ofti 
resources, with what it must he under the total abandon! 
that work, to which it is to be compelled by this. policy: 

sickens the more, if he reflects that we were, and not long sint 
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on the high road to that full development—that the pathway to 
it was then direct before. us—that we were making rapid’ ad- 
vances in that pathway, and that our finaland complete success 
was certain. The rivers do not find their way with more cer- , 
tainty nor more rapidly to the ocean, than that course of po- 
licy: was carrying the country on to that final and complete ` 
uccess; and when-he reflects, too, that we have only tore- 
turn to the same course of policy still to reach that‘glorious des. 
tination. POE ot ; - À 

But there is a lion in the path- A phantom is conjured up to 
fill the people with imaginary terrors, and to frighten them from 
a return to that path. They are told that the money power | 
wielded by the banks is dangerous to-the liberties of the country, - 
ag ifthat money power could have any possible interest in ar- 
raying itself against those liberties. Why the prosperity of the 
country is the very element: in Which the-banks live and - 
breathe and, move and have their béing; of which prosperity 
they are*at’ oncë both the effect and the cause. ` Destroy that 
prosperity, and you destroy them: . They to array.themselves 
against those liberties, when those liberties are intimately 
blended with that prosperity, and essential to itt. Destroy ‘those 
liberties, and you destroy that prosperity. But if the banks 
were foolish enough and wieked enough to attempt this now, 
could they act in combination to this erid?. Banks have nothing 
ofthe esprit de corps, nor is it in the nature of things’ that they 
should have. They are made up of individuals. scattered far 
and wide, mostly unknown to each other, and who have no meet- 
ings together, for the annual meetings for the choice of directors | 
are never attended but by a few. Besides, the members are 
made up ofall parties, and are changing constantly; the mem: 
bers to-day not being the members to-morrow. “A bank isa 
mere money-making concern, and looks only to that business. 
It is true chat when their existence is attacked, they act upon 
the common principle of human‘nature, in self-defence, and 
stand upon their chartered rights In no case (and here I defy 
contradiction) has any bank corporation in this country ever 
been known to move with a concerted action to any. political ob- 
ject whatever. I speak not of the individual members; 1 speak 
of the corporate body moving as a corporate body. . The truth 
is, they have less of the esprit du corps than any other corpora- 
tions whatever. . Even religions corporations have far more of 
that spirit, . ` ‘ er ee 

The money power wielded: by the banks dangerous to the 
liberties of the country! I marvel that the State Legislatures 
have never had the sagacity to perteive this danger. ‘They 
have now been in the practice of creating these corporations, 
the old States for forty years, and the new Statesever since they 
have been States, and are still in the practice. This proves, as 
it seems to me, either that the danger is so small as to be invi- 
gible to them, or that they are indiffercnt to those liberties. If 
the danger is two small to be visible, it seems to me itis too 
small to be talked about ; and if these State Legislatures are 
really indifferent to those liberties, why, the danger comes from 
them, and the war should be made against them... Then we 
should fight the daùger at the fountain: head, and in its. hedd- 

uarters, eee me, 
b I know that there-is a little band of Loco. Focosin each of 
the several States, (who, by-the-by, I would: not speak disre- 
spectfully of them now, since the President has seen fit to put 
himself at their head, and to make himself their chief,) a little 
band, I say, who are frightened, or affect to be, at this danger; 
who are raising a terrible outcry against banks on this account; 
and who are ‘incessantly warning their Legislatures ofthis | 
danger. But strange to teli, and lamentable as strange, these 
Legislatures seem to pay as little heed totheir warning voices 
as they would to the barkings of so many; I will not say what. 
And there is reason to fear that the outcry here about this. dan- 
ger, even inthe Senate chamber of the United States, will be as 
Jittle heeded by them, snd. that they will still go on creating 
these corporations. Ithink Lhave seen it stated in the papers 
that Mississippi, this Loco Foco cry of danger to the contrary 
notwithstanding, is now engaged in the horrid act of creating a 
bank with a capital of someten millions. 

There is, too, another lien in the path; another phantom. The 
banks, itis said, are dangerous tothe stability of property, by 
their powerat will to elevate or depress its standard of value; 
to elevate by their expansions, and to depress by their contrac- 
tions. 1f they had this power, (for which there is not a shadow 
of a pretex) what possible interest can they have in causing 
these elevations and depressions? They deal only in money; 
not atallin property. The interest on their discounts is all 
they can make; that interest is fixed by law; that interest they 
cannot enlarge without forfeiting their charters.. So, if they 
had this power, they could gain nothing by its exercise. 

Besides, these expansions depend not upon the will of the 
bank, but upon the community where they exist. They -can. 
make no discounts, ifno discounts are demanded, nor beyond 
the demand; and that demand will be governed by the exigen- 
cies of business at the time: As for contractions, they have this 
power, and they must have it for their own safety. No bank 
would be safe for a day without this power: But there is no 
danger of the abuse of that power; for every contraction isso far 
a direct loss to the bank itseif. . 

Besides, farther, this imaginary power supposes a condition 
which itis impossible should ever exist. It supposes that the 
eight hundred banks ofthe country (if there be so many) will all 
by concert expand on the same day, and all by. concert contract 
on the same. day: and further, as to expansions, that all the busi- 
ness men of the country, in concert with the banks, will simul- 
taneously make a demand for discounts on that day, Of all the 
preposterous ideas that ever entered into the head of a man, the 
idea of such a concert and combination appears to me the most 
preposterous. : . 

‘Asto the idea that a National Bank would be still more dan- 
gerous in both these respects, that is, if possible, a still more 
preposterous idea; for it supposes that a bank which we have 
under our absolute control, and our constant inspection, would 
be more dangerous than the eight hundred banks of the States, 
with ten times the capital, over which we have no control, into 
whose affairs we have no right of inspection, 

As to expansions and contractions with regard to every bank, 
these do and must take place. They are the necessary conse- 

uence of their connection with the business of the country, and 
the ebbs and flows in that business; but these are compensaied, 
and a thousand times compensated, by the benefits of that busi- 
ness to the country. eek, 

These two phantoms, namely, the danger of banks to the li- 
perties of the country, and the danger of banks to the stability 


of property, I hope have hail their day, and wili soon vanish, 
The dawn seems to be breaking upon. the country, when these 
phantoms, like “all-unreal beings, who mock the benighted | 
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vision of men, will disappear. For in every quarter we hear 
an outcry against this -barbarous and chimerical attempt to 
carry the country back toa metallic currency, as the only me-. 
dium of éxchange. Every where we see the people taking 
their stand on the side of that capital which the banks with their 
credits alone can give to the business of the country. Every 
where their complaints are reproaching the Government for 
the want of that national currency, by which alone-the ex- 
changes on which the. whole business of the country depends, 
can be put ona convenient and prosperous footing. 

: These are the harbingers.of: that dawn to which. 1 have al- 
luded. But though we have the dawn, we have yet to wait for the 
day; that is, we have yet to wait the lime when the people can 
interpose and act for their own relief. Yes, the people are yet 
to suffer; and to suffer yet more severely. That great pause in 
the whole business of the country, which has now endured so 
many months, is yet to- endure for months tò come; and that 
general distress, which isthe consequence of that pause, and 
which has deepened from month to month, is yet to deepen and 
to deepen still further upon the people. For! take it bea set- 
ued thing that this Adrhinistration is not to concede to the peo- 
ple any of those measures, which they consider and demand 


_ as measures Of relief; and that the hand which has afflicted is 


not to be the hand which is to relieve the country. 


SPEECH OF MR. BAYARD, 


Or DELAWARE. 
In Senate, March9 and 10, 1838:—On the Sub-Treasury Bill. 

The Senate having resumed the consideration of the bill (the 
question being on Mr. Rives’s substitute,)— 

Mr. BAYARD addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr Present: I have listened attentively -to the debate on 
this subject, in its different stages, from the grave and elaborate 
opening of the Senator from New York, [Mr. Wricut,] to the 
florid harangue of the Senator. from Chio, (Me. ALbEN,] and 
again to the ornate speech of my classical friend from North Ca- 
rolina, [Mr. Srrancs,] and I have felt the truth of the saying of 


the great dramatist— 


“There is no vice so simple but assumes 
Some mark of virtue on its outward parts.” 


We have been appealed to in the most spirit-stirring strains 
to rescue the Government from its helpless dependence.on the 
banking system of the country; and have been told that the mea- 
sure is intended merely to previde for its proper indepen- 
dence, by enabling it to keep and disburse its own revenues. 
That is all! saysthe Senator from New York, (Mi. WRIGHT] 
That is all! echoes the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nies. ] 
And we have had it repeated, with every variety of inflection, 
in every note ofthe gamut. But, sir, I beg leave toszy that is 
not all! Noactoflegisiation canbe an insulated measure; it 
has its antecedents and its consequents; it cannot, like the fabled 
coffin of Mahomet, be suspended between earth and heaven, 
having no connection with either; it forms part of the web of 
human events and actions, and must have. its infiuence upon 
them. ete a 

The present measure is-objectionable, both for its acts and 
omissions. The Senator from New York {Mr: Wricut] says 
itisvery simple! No, doubt, sir, considered with: reference to 
itself alone; but time, place, and circumstance, enter into the 
propriety of humañ action and the fitness of things. That. the 
Government should possess the means of kéeping safely its re- 
venues, and should enjoy every facility for their transfer and 
disbursement, is a proposition which, as a mere abstraction, 
no one will deny. But the wisdom and propriety of the mea: 
sure which-professes to accomplish those objects must depend 
on its nature and the circumstances of the times. What, then, 
sir, aye the circumstances which must be regarded in judging 
of the fitness of this? They are, the condition of society and 
the constitutional duty of the Government. The practical 
statesman looks always to the actual condition of society, and 
is bound to use the delegated powers, whatever they may be, 
whether few or many, to promote the welfare and happiness 
ofthe whole community. What, then, is the condition of so- 
ciety?. Commercial confidence impaired, industry paralyzed, 
the domestic éxchanges burdensome from their inequality, and 
the currency of the country an inconvertible paper! The Go- 
verninent, in common with the rest of the community, feels the 
inconvenience of this state of things, and seeks to escape from 
it, to relieve itself, while it leaves society, that is, the people of 
the country, to suffer all its eviis with the most selfish and 
heartless indifference. : 

It may be, Mr. President, that this Sub-Treasury is only a 
Government Bank in disguise; an artful method of uniting the 
money power with the sword, of swellinginordinately the Exe- 
cutive power and influence; but I am willing to consider it, as 
it is presented, as a measure of divorce between the Govern- 
ment and the banks, and as if intended merely to enable the 
former to keep and disburse ilsrevenues by its own immediate 
officers. But, sir, does the Government owe no duty to the 
nation, connected with this matter? Wasitcreated merely that 
it might exist, or are its powers trusts which were confided that 
they might be employed to promote the general welfare? I 
hold it to be a fundamental principle that its delegated powers, 
such as they are, should be used so as to promote to the nt- 
most the happiness and prosperity of the whole community. 
If one mode of collecting, keeping, and disbursing the reve- 
Bues of the Government is more conducive to that general 
prosperity than another, that inode should be adopted. Thus 
in exercising the taxing power, which covers every mode of 
taxation, direct and indirect, the selection of one mode of taxa- 
tion rather than another, of imposts rather than excises, or of 
imposts rather than a direct tax on persons or property, must 
be made ia reference to the convenience and welfare of the en- 
tire community. So in the mode of keeping and disbursing the 
revenues of the country. If it can be shown that the general 
prosperity is better promoted by using the banks as fiscal agents 
than any, other, or than the mode propased, the Government is 
bound, notwithstanding there may be temporary and occasional 
inconvenience. in-so doing, to adopt that which, in the most 
comprehensive view, accomplishes. the great purpose of its 
creation—the national welfare. But, sir, Indepengently of this 
general duty, ii owes to the country the specific, constitutional 
one of establishing a uniform national currency; and, as a 


- branch of-that duty, it is bound to supply a sufficient quantity 


of gold and silver cein for the use of society. 

The Senator from New York, {Mr. Warren, j sensible that if 
this proposition is sound, his bill is not only au abandonment 
of that duty, but hostile to it, took care in the outset, as the 
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Senate. 


President did in hisSeptember Message, to deny its truth; and 
we are called upon to’show that clause. of the Constitution 


_ which gives the power and imposes the duty. It must be re- 


collected that the Constitution is a collection of general princi- 


- ples, expressed “in general phrases, and thattheir import is to 


be gathered from the context-and the subject matter: in relation 
to which they aré used. ` Bearing this in mind, there is vio. diffi- 
culty. in showing, -from the-circumstances under which the 
Constitution-was adopted, from the..positive provisions which 
it contains, from the subject matter of these provisions, and 
from the authority of its conimentators, that such power is 
given and such duty imposed. One of the highest wants of the 
social state is’ a common mediumof exchange; some species 
of property which, having universal value, isexchangeable for 
all other Commodities, and the possession of which will enable 
every individual to command such of the necessaries of life as 
his condition requires. Thatspecies of property is money. In 


-all ages, and in all- countries, its regulation has been regarded 


as one of the highest and most important functions of sove- 
reign power, and for the simple reason that society cannot 
exist without it, Xt is the lifeblood of the moral being, which 
we call the State. This is no idle metaphor. No, sir; itseems 
to me: that no two subjects can bear a more striking ana 
logy to each other than the blood of the natural and the circu- 
lating medium of the moral being. You might as weil expect 
the continuance of health and power in man after drawing off 
the purple current of life, asthe preservation of the welfare or 
existence of civilized society after the loss of its circulating 
medium. The rude.condition of savage life and its bonds of 
union might be preserved without it, but theslightest advances 
in civilization and-its ‘necessary. result, the division of Iabor, 
renderits presence indispensable. As civilization advances, its 
utility becomes intense in the compound ratio of the division 
of tabor and the variety of individual consumption... What 


, would become of the hatter or the saddler if they had nothing 


to offer in exchange for the necessaries of life, for their bread 
and their-beef, but their hais and saddles? And how still rhore 
helpless would be the condition of the. man whose industry was 
employed in furnishing only the stirrup, or in plating the stir- 
rup afer it had been produced by the labor of another? With- 
oul a common circulating medium Civilized society wenld be a 
curse rather than a blessing. The. savage might find in the 
chase, or in the spoataneous productions of nature, the means 
of livelibood; but starvation would be the lot of masses of in- 
dividuals whose. support was tobe derived only fron: a parti- 
cular branch of labor, unless the products of that labor could be 
exchanged forseme common species of property, the posses- 
sion of which would enable them to command the necessaries 


a national currency. 
sions, is established by the authority of the illustrious statesman 
who had the largest share in framing that instrument, as well as 
in afterwards explaining its meaning, and recommending its 
adoption to the American people. Mr. Madison, in treating 
upon thai portion of the Constitution, in the 44th number of the 
Federalist, thus expresses hiznself A 

“The extension of the prohibition to bills of credit must give 
pleasure to every citizen in proportion to his love ofjustice, and 
his knowledge of the true springs of public prosper 
loss which America has sustained, since the peace, Irom the 
pestilent effects of paper money en the necessary cont 
between man and man} on the necessary confidence in the pab- 
lic counciis; on the industry and morals of the people, an 
the character of republican government, constitutes an ` 
mous-debi against the States, chargeable with this unadvised 
measure, which must long remain unsatisfied; ov.racher an ac- 
cumulation of guit, which can be expiated no otherwise than 
by a voluntary sacrifice on the altar of justice of the power 
which has been ihe instrument of if. In addition to these per- 
suasive considerations, it may be observed that the same reasons 
which show the necessi:y of denying to the States the power of 
regulating the coin, prove with equal force thar they ought, 
not to be at liberty to substitute a paper medium in the place of 
coin. Hadevery State a right to regulate the value of tts coin, 
there raight be as many diferent currencies as States; and thus 
the intercourse among them would be impeded; re pective 
alterations in its value might be made, and thus the c y 
ether Sates be injured, and animosities kindled amor 
States themselves. The subjects of foreign powers mio! 
from the same cause, and hence the Union be di 
embroiled by the indiseretion of a single member 
these mischiefsis less incident to a power iu the States 
paper money than to coin gold or silver. ‘The power to make 
any thing but gold and silver a tender iu payment of debts is 
withdrawn from the States on the sarne principle: with that of 
issuing a paper currency.” n A 

We have here the contemporary exposition of one of the 
ablest expounders of the Constitution as to the object of those 
provisions; and ae one who reads the passage can doubt that if 
was the intention of the framers of that instrument to 
Congress the exclusive power over the genera! currency of the 
country. $ à 

More than twenty seven years afterwards, we have the autho 
rity of the same statesman, then at the head of the Pederal ix. 
ecutive, who, in bis annual message in December, 1615, ex- 
presses himself to this effeet: E : 

ï It is true that the improved condition of the public revenne 
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will not only afford the means of maintaining the faith of the 
Gayernment with its creditors inviolate, and of prosecuting suc- 
cessfully the measures of the most liberal policy, but. will also 
justify an immediate alleviation of the burdens imposed by the 
sgities of the war. It is, however, essential to. every mo- 
ation efile finarces thatthe benefits of auniform eurrency 
should be restored to the cornmunity. "The absence of the pre- 
cious metals will, it.is believed, be.a,tempérary evil; but until 
they can again be rendered the general medium-of exchange, it 
devolves on the. wisdom of Congress to provide a substitute, 
whieh shall equally engage the confidence, and accommodate 
the wants of the citizens thraughout the Union.” 

1 must say, then, Mr. President, that to my mind nothing can 
be clearer 
Congress “to coin money,” .with the cognate provisions, dé 
signed by that form of expression to confer upon it the absolute 
control over the monetary system of the country. > 

Ladmit, sir, that gold and silver coin is the legal and constitu: 


‘onal currency} or, in other words, was designed by. the framers 
GF that instrument to be the standard of value. Butit by 10° 


means follows that it is absolurely necessary that the entire cur- 

yency should consist of gold and silver: Cn the contrary, pro- 

vided the main object can be obtained of preserving g sufficient 

supply of coin for the uses of society; if the general prosperity 

can he best promoted by having an admixture of convertible 

paper, the Government is bound to use its constitutional power 

over the su 

verity, by suffering the use of paper. ‘Vhe entire currency may 

Ke regarded as consisting of two branches: first, the commercial 

currency, and segondiy, the c cy Of common use. The 
first Would naturally consist of 
sory notes, the latter of coin and bank notes; butthey run into’ 

each other, and, under our system of banking, the commercial 

currency Is in a great measure supplied by the banks. — As to 
th of common use, there can be no.doubt that it 
should consist in great measure of coin, for by that the great 
mass of the common contracts, consisting ef the wages of 
labor and the purchase of the nesessaries of lite, is iò be dis- 
e@harged. ' pea k 

_ The questivi: as to the sufficiency of tbe supply of còin to 
preserve the currency in a wholsome conidtion is we of cx- 
perience. Whether the ratio ef the mixture of coin and paper 
shall be afourth, a third, or a half in order to maintain its con- 
étituudonal character; can be settled only by. practi observa: 
ation; Lut whatever that ratio may be, vasmuch as the use of 
coinas currency is a heavy expense tothe sation in the loss of 
interest, it resulis, asa necessary conseduence, from the fdu- 

ciary character of the powers of this Government, that Con- 
gress is bound to exercise a sound discretion in ius action on the 

monetary system, andis not compelled,” because ithas the 
power, to “provide an exclusive metallic currency for the 
gounwy; or mn other words, six, the powers of Government are 
not like mechanieal powers which blindly continue to act uñ- 
til arrested, but, on the contrary, suppose intelligence and 
judgment in their execution, which are to keep constantly in 
view the great ed and purpose for which they are bestowed— 
the prosperity and welfare of the whole community. 

Now, sit, let me ask, what is the present condition of- the 
currency! "he secretary of the Treasury, in his Jast report 
onthe finances, exhibits, in one of histabnlar statements, the 
amount of bank notes in circulation as being $99,561,000. The 
currency, then, is composed of these $99.551,000 of inconverti 
ble paper of every denomination, from one dollar toa thou. 
said, with some millons in notes of individuals and corporate 
bodies Jor fraticunal parts of the doilar, and without'a dollar. 
or a dime of coin as its component part, whilst coin itself itseif 
isat a premiam of from 3 te Sper cent. i í 

What isthe duty of the Government imder these circum- 
stances? Why, sir, clearly to restore specie payments by its 
proper action on thé subject, ana for the same that it is te coin 

i beeause the Constitution has imposed on Congress the 
‘duty of controlling the monetary system, and providing a snt- 
cient supply of coin. for the, uses of society. Let me, then, ask 
whether this measure has any the dightest tendency to perform 


this duty? So far from it, its tendency is ic postpone -and de- j 


The condition of the banks, as appears 
from the Secretary’s report, is this: their immediate fiabilities 
on account of circulation and cdeposiies are $211,521 ,236, while. 
Uieir immediate means are $32,145,242; lide more than one of 
the latter { of the former. How, then, is it possible for 
eand continue specie payments without 
part of the community? While “specie is at 
renin nfidence impaired, they could not maintain 
rground for for ght hours, And yet the Government js 
up these institutions ib the most odions fight to the Peo- 
Julont bankrupts, ent res, by this measure, Its 

to trust them Ts this a wise and: ju- 
y s Government? Te this 


feat that measure. 


The whole banking 
vicious. 
ney which the 
F exercise. They 
Decause itis a law of currency that paper ex- 
iata {he proposition more broadly, that, i 
of curren’ y, the least vaipable suppiants that 


Be ay 


anin hi 
ne Recretar 
pea tonih, of Octo- 


n 


, mads jin December, 1835, 
le amount of coinin the country, in tt R 

i rete pt AeA £ ssn pposes 
, to haye been about $30,050,000, of which he. Ble aces 
09,000 were in the vaults of the banks as the bases 0s ~. 
and $4,000,000 in active cireulation. . At that timo, ae 


t had coined in amount, of various 
.758,500. So that ar least $18,005,000 of our own coined 
money had been notonly excluded from circulation, but driven 
from the couniry, or, to speak more properly, exported as su- 
perfluous, owing to the use of paper money.” ` Tam not to be 


denominations, 


understood as expressing. any opinion on this result, but as» 


stating a fact in illustration ofa principle which I shal} present- 
ly have occasion. to use in relation to the subject under discus- 
sion. In order to..coraprehend its. bearing and force, it is ne- 
cessary to ascertain, wilh such precision as the subject is sus- 
ceptible of, the condition of the currency before the suspension 
of specie payments. I take the condition of the currency 


than: that the. Constitution, in giving the power to. 


bject in such manner as best to promote that pros- . 


its of exchange and promis: - 


rs froma ducument laid on.our tables at this session, the © 


- tire corrency, € 
«depend, first, on the ordinary, ant; 


} further remarked, tha. . 
„Ín future may be much less.. 


. Treasury, in > 
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stated by the Secretary to have existed on the first. of : De- 
cember, 1836, ndmély, #120,000,000 of payer and $28,000,000 
of coin. This he thin ka -was redundant in its paper part, 
which should not have exceeded- $80,000,000, making. the 
entire currency’ $108,000,000, instend of $148,000,000. - Up- 
on that point it is not necessary to. expresa any. opinion, 
uor js‘it material which amout Is assumed to be .the. en- 
The sufficiency of coin in ciréulation wil 


disary deniand for it. Tt is manifest that. while confidence 
prevails, the sum_ of: $28:000,000. is more. than enough ie 
meet the ordinary demand, since that demand was in truth sa- 
tisfied, and the convertible character of bank notes preserved, 
in 1833, with one-fourth of that sum; but experience has shown 
that $28,000,000 are-not sufficient to meet the extraordinary de- 


` mand which may arise out of au unfavorable balance of trade;- 
and that, td place the currency on asound footing, there must. 


be a larger admixturé of ¢oin in the circulating medium. But; 
sir, how isthisto be brought about? “Certainly, not by: merely 
demanding the Government dues in soin, since the President 
expressly tells us that $10,000,000 will be sufficient to keep up 
the operations ofthe scheme, And nodoubt this is ttue, as ‘the 
stream of receipts and payments is never stagnant, but Sowing’ 
in und out of these reservoirs. 
of the Gcvernment gan have-no teadency to increase’the aiaunt 
of coin, and better the condition of the currency as it existed 
prior to the suspension of specie payments, as I have already 
stated that amount to have béen . $28,000,600, which is greatly 
more than safficient to meet the ordinary defiand, which’ would. 
not in teuth require heyond.§ or $10,000,000, leaving the balance 
of $18,000,000, to answer this démand of the Government. How, 
then, is the quantity of coin in-circulation to be increased? it 
can only b&dene by suppressing the small bank notes which 
éxpel if, This scheme, then, instead of asserting the constitu- 
tional contro! of Congress over the currency, isin truth an aban- 


donment ofthe whole subject to the banks, leaving it in their . 


power, by substituting their notes for coin, to expel all but what 
inay be absolutely necessary to carry on the operations of the 
Government. The result of the méasure, then, is, that Congress, 
at the same time that it is neglecting one of its most important 
functions, is in effect providing the better currency for the Go- 
vernment, and leaving the worse for the people. Jf it be the 
duty otthts Government to providea sound and uniform na- 
tional circulating: medium, which shall consist of coin or its 
equivalent, then I bold it to be most.clear that, in the present 
action of those who administer ihe Government,.there is a most 
manifest and palpable abandonment of that duty. There are 
two modesin which the evil might be cured: the one.is, by 
means of a Bank of the United States; he other, by a resort to 
the taxing power, that is, by imposing a stamp duty of such 
amountoen small notes as effectually to suppress them. ~Ir is 
not now necessary, for the purpose of my argument, to consider 
what denomination ofnotes should be suppressed, in order to 


secure the requisite supply of coin in circulation; it is sufficient 


that such supply does not exist, and that it can oniy be com- 
manded by the suppression of small note anes 
The substitute proposed by the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
Rives] is no favorite of mine, for it, , is open to the objec- 
tion that it doesnot exercise that legitimate control over the 
currency which it belongs to this Government to exercise; nor 
has it any tendency Lo correct the radical defect of our moneta- 
ry system; since itis manifest that wwenty-five banks, of small 
capital, cannot check cight hundred in their issues of small 
tes. Jtis better, however, than ‘the Sub-Treasury scheme: 
, because it will facilitate the return to specie payments, by 
creating confidence in the banks; secondly, because jt is a mode 
of keeping the revenue which is most beneficial to the commu- 
nity; and, thirdly, it is safer, as respects the preservation of ihe 
aids of. the Government, againsi the malversations and pocu- 
lations of its officers. | : ce 
The two first points are too clear'to require any thing to be 
said with regard to them.” As to the last.it muy be obse; ved 
that, sv far ae the security of official bonds is concerned, there 
can be no comparison between the security resulting from the 
liability of the whole capital of the bank for- the fidelity of its 
trust, and the fluctuating solvency of private individuals... But 
here is one important objection on thisscore, that it places the 
asure of the nasion at once in the hands of the Execu- 
re and hisagents, in certain contingencies, without the slight. 
guard or check. The Senator from Kentucky has already 


asked,. what becomes of the custody of the funds upon the 
genera 


are they not at the mercy of his 


a his pers 


death of a. receiver 
“widew, his ł 
of any 


keys, without. 
j bene? But, I 
the tormous act ef the 
exercise the power of ronid- 
vai from offiee? Buppo: the sum of ten millions of dollars 
to be collectédin gold vey coin at any one of these places 
of deposits, and the President desires to get possession of the 
fund, he has nothing to do hut io remove the receiver from of- 
fice, and the whole is placed at once at his disposal, without the 
slightest official responsibility upon the part of the subordinate 
officer. The result of a removal from office is very different 
when the funds are deposited in a bank, to the credit. of the 
officer, from whence they cannot be drawn but by that officer, 
or kis lawful successor, whose cfficial responsibility atiaches to 
allhis acts, The President is thus in a candition 10 accomplish 
his purpose at less cost than the Roman dictator, who couid ob- 
tain access !0 the Roman treasury only by threatening its guar- 
dian with death, - 7 ; 

Much has been said about the liability of the banks to a re- 
currence ofthe recent disaster of a suspensión cf specic: pay- 
ments, and we have been told that the arm of Government was 
struck downin a single night; while our commiseration has.been 
invoked for itshelpless condition, and our indignation ‘roused 
is Wanton aggressors. Jn reply lo.this rhevorical ex- 
avgeyation. I have only to say, that, notwithstanding the sus. 
nension, the Government has found means to meet all its en- 
+ ments, has been conducting a most expensive war in the 
$23 ~ extremity of the Union, and that the Secretary of the 
Southet. “his jast annual report, takes credit for the extent 
F “rhe operations of his departmemt. It may be 
andanagnitudess ~ F ihe probability -of such an occurrence 
‘aned by the proper action of this 


x fi ` ~ ase of the precious metals in 
Government in causing af tiere- ~ionof small notes; and 


thecirculaidng medium by the suppres. -nee or loss sustain 
that, even if it dogs occur, the slight {ngode 7 
ed-is procaring coin, at a sinall premium, in Case alaims 
porary depreciation of bank notes, in order to meet suth e. 


now ask, what security 
Executive when he may p 
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secondly, on the extraor- ` 


itis manifest that this measure * 
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as require it, is, after ail, a charge upon the public Treasit, } 


. and a- deposite in bank was regarded as under the most safe an 
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_. Senate: 


whieh is of little moment, in comparison with the public behe» 
tits conferred, and-the actual saving. to the Government in she 
erdinary and sound condition of the currencys by adhering to 
the old system, and using thems fiscal agents. : 

Icome now, sir, to the consideration of the coństitutional.ob- 
jections which havebeen urged by the Senator from. South 
Carolina; (Mr. CaLueun.] The Senator -hegins by supposing 
thatthe connection. between the banks and sié Governmeny, 


-immediately after its.organization, was: suffered quietly te take 


plase, whicirhe describes..as.the seminal principle of all the 
evils of the banking system, excessive duties, profuse disburse- 
ments, and a protective. tarif, a perfect-Pandora’s bex, be- 
cause there was a false conception of the nature of banking. - 
‘to erroneots was it (says the Senator) that a bank note was , 
then identified inthe mind of the. public. with gold and silver, 


sacred custody that cosd be'devised” n 0C 7 s $ 

And he supposes that ‘this iñpression was derived from the. 
Bank of Amsterdam: P nr es 

“Where every note or certificate in circulation was honestly 
represented by an equal and specific quantity of gold: and sil- 
ver in -bank.*? : > 
i No ain how stands the fact?. The Bank. of Amsterdam 
was established in 1609; the Bank of England in 1604; and the 
Bank of Scotland in the folowing year. Adam Smith pub- | 
lished his work on the-wealth of nations in 1775-6, and it ap- 
pears- that at that time the distinction between banks of depo- 
site and. banks of circulation. was perfectly understood, and the 
advantagesas well as disadva ulages resulting from the lattér , 
fully appreciated. But, again, 80 far from bank notes being 
identified. with gold and silver in the public mind, or day mis- 
apprehension existing in relation to the functions of banks, we 
fnd that Secretary Hamilton, in nis report, in 1790, upon the 
subject of a Bank’ol the United Staves; felt himself called upon 
to review the popular objections to banks, one of which is ex- 
pressly stated tobe-“that they have arendency to banish gold 
and silver from the country.” The Senator, is, therefere, ma- 

‘nifestly wrong in his preliminary observations. But T pro- 
ceed to the consideration of his objections. 

The Senator denies that: we have any righv ‘0 make the pro- 
posed ‘arrangement with the banks; and, as th.” Corner stone 
of his argument, assumes the position that this Gov tment bas 
no implied powers, and that there is no. possible round on 
which the right canbe placed, but that of the broad p."inciple 
of the general welfare; which he pronounces to. be an olu and 
exploded principle." In a subsequent part of his speech wis 
assumption ‘is thus enlarged upon: ` ' F 

©The genius of our Constitution is opposed to thë assumptio:® 
‘of power. Whatever power it gives, is expressly granted; anc 
if proof were wanted, the numerous. grants of power far more’ 
obvious, and apparently:muck more safe to be assumed than the 
one in question, would afford itv If any powers might be as -= 
sumed, one would suppose that of adplying money to pay the 
debts of the Government, and borrowing itto carry on its ope- 
rations, would be among them; yet both are expressly provided 
for by the Constitution. Again: to Congress is granted the 
power to declare war and raise armies and navies; yet the pow- 
er to grant letters of marque and reprisal, and to make rules for. 
the regulation of the army and navy, are not left to assumption, 
as obvious as they are, but are given by express grant.” 

This mode of reasoning, Mr. President, has not even the me- 
rit ofnovelly, but was adopted at the inception ofthe Govern- 
ment inthe discussion on the Bank charter. Jt is founded in 
the idea that the Constitution, as a literary composition, is per 
fect; and that, while on the one hand it is free from pleonasme, 
it ison the other chargeable with no, omissions: the reverse of 
allthis is true. It wasthe work of men of various degrees of 
intelligence, of education, and of comprehensiveness of roind, 
and “ihe result ofa spirit of amity end of mutual deference and 
concession.” But, sir, Ido not. mean to let this matter stand 
upon mere assertion, but shall appeal to the. authority of one 
pame at}yast that commands the confidence of the American 
people, and is free from the suspicion of ever having sought te | 
extend, by-unconstitutional assumption, the powers of this Go- 
vernment. As to the. literary character of the Constitution, 
andthe force:of any argument to be derived from the prec 
of lis general provisions, and its particular forms of expression, 
Mr. Madison, m his letter of the 18th of September, 1828, to 
Joseph C. Cabell, esq. thus expresses himseif; 3 . 

“The Constiintion vests in Congress, expressly, ‘che power 

io lay and collect taxes, dutics,. imposts, and excises, and the 

power to regulate trade’. Thatthe t power, i Aet parti- 
cularly expressed, would. have been ded in the latter as 
eof the objects of a general power to regulate wade, is notne- 
sssarily impugned by its being so expressed. Exarnples of 
ihis soricannotsomeumes be easily avoided, and are to be seen 
elsowhere in the. Constitution. Thus the power ‘to define and 
iish offences against the Jaw ofnetion&? includes the power 
alterwards particularly expressed, ‘to make rules concerning 
captares, &c. from offending neutrals;’ so also a power ‘to coin 
money,’ would doubtless Include that of ‘regulating iis value,’ 
had not the latter power been expressly inserted. The tern 
taxes, if standing alone, would certainiy have ‘included duties, 
imposts, and excises, In another clause it ig said, ‘no tax or 
dutics shall be laid on exports, &c. Here the two terms are 
used as synonymous: and in another clause, where it is said, ‘no 
State shall lay any imposts or duties,’ &c. the terms impesis and 
duties are synonymous. -Pleanasips, tantologies, and, the pro- 
miscuous use of terms and phrases, differing in their shades of 
meaning, (always ta be expounted wiih. reference te the con- 
text, and under the contrel of the general character and mani- 
fest scope of the instrument in which they are.found,yare to be 
ascribed sometimes to the purpose of ater caution; some- 
times to the imperfections of language; and sometimes to the 
imperfections of man himself. “Jn this view of the subject, it 
was quite natural, however certainly the. general power to re~ 
gulate trade mightinchide a power to impose duties on it, not 
to omit it in a clause enumerating the several modes of revenue 
authorized by the Constitution.” 

The saine train of thought is presented in the second opi- 
nion which Edmund Randolph, thea Attorney General of the 
United States, gave to General Washington, in relation to the 
bank charter in 1791; and who, should. be remembered, was 
acting in concert with Mr. Jefferson in his opposition to the 
bank charter: 

“The enemies of the bil] have contended that a rule of con- 
struction adverse to the power of incorporation springs out of 
the Constitution itself that after the grant of certain powers to 
Congress, the Constitution, as if cautious against usurpation, 
specially grants several other powers more akin to those before 


- given than the incorporation of a bank is lo any -of chose from. 
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which it is deduced. This position, they say, has been exem- 
plified in four instances.” ` 

After stating them, the Attorney General then proceeds: 

“Whosoever will attentively Inspect the Constitution will 
readily perceive the force of what is expressed in the letter of 
the convention, ‘that the Constitution was the result of a spirit 
ofamity and mutual deference and concession.’ To argue then 
from itsstyle or arangement as being logically exact, is per 
haps a scheme of reasoning not absolutely precise. But if the 
Constitution were ever se perfect, considered even asa compo- 
sition, the difficulties which the above doctrine has stated may 
besolved by the following remarks: these similar powers on 
which stress is laid, are either incidental or substantive, that is, 
independent powers. If they be incidental powers, and the 
conclusion be, that because some incidental powers are ex- 
pressed, no others are admissible, it would not only be contrary 
to the common forms of construction, (but would reduce the 
present Congress to the feebleness of the old one, which could 
exercise no powers not expressly delegated. So that the ad- 
vocates for the power of incorporation, onthe principle of inci- 
dentality to some specified power, would, notwithstanding this 
supposed rule of interpretation, be as much at liberty to insist 
on its being an incidental power as ever.” 

The concluding paragraph of the 8th section of the 1starticle 
ofthe Constitution, which gives to Congress the power “to 
make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry- 
ing into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any department or office thereof,” isa distinct re- 
cognition of the fact that it does not profess distinctly and ex- 
pressly to set forth all the powers of the Government, but 
merely the great leading heads or classes of power which were 
designed to be delegated. That clause adds nothing to the pow- 
ers of Congress, but was inserted ex majore cautela, to prevent 
cavil upon the part of disaffected individuals as to the essential 
powers of the Government, when any crisis should arise, 
inasmuch as their efficacy would depend on the mode in which 
the incidental power of making proper laws was exercised. 

And here, sir, let me invoke once more the authority of that 

great and good man, whom I have before cited in relation to this 
point. Tread to you, sir, Mr. Madison’s commentary upon this 
very clause, in the 44th number of the Federalist: 
__ “Few parts of the Constitution have been assailed with more 
intemperance than this; yet on a fair investigation of it, as has 
been elsewhere shown, no part can appear more completely in- 
vulnerable, Without the substance of this power the whole 
Constitution would bea dead letter. Those who object to the 
article, therefore, as a part of the Constitution, can only mean 
that the form ofthe provision is improper.” 

After stating that the convention might have adopted four 
other methods, namely: 

Ist. Positively to have prohibited the exercise of any power 
not expressly delegated; g 

21. To have attempted a positive enumeration ofall the pow- 
ers granted; 

ai To have attempted a negative enumeration of those de- 
nied; or, 

4th. To have been altogether silent on the subject; and show- 
ing that the first method would have rendered the Constitution 
a dead letter, and the second and third been attended with insu- 
perable difficulties—he proceeds thus to notice the last: 

“ Had the Constitution been silent on this head, there can be 
no doubt that all the particular powers requisite as means of ex- 
ecuting the general powers would have resulted to the Govern. 
ment by unavoidable implication. No axiom is more clearly 
established in law, or in reason, than that wherever the end is 
required, the means are authorized: wherever a general 
power to do a thing is given, every particular power necessary 
for doing it is included. 

“Had this last method, therefore, been pursued by the con- 
vention, every object now urged against their plan would re- 
main in all its plausibility; and the real inconveniency would be 
incurred of not removing a pretext which may be seized on cri- 
tical occasion for drawing into question the essential powers of 
the Union,” i 

No, sir! So faras it from being true that this Government 
has no. other powers than those expressty given, that I pro- 
pose from another part of the Constitution to show that the 
practical enforcement of some of its most important stipula- 
tions, and those, too, in which the Southern States are most 
deeply interested, depend altogether upon an implied power on 
the part of Congress to carry them into effect. And I will 
make ita pear also that the Senator’s(Mr. Catuoun’s] rule of 
construction, that the expression of certain powers which 
might have been implied isa proof that others are excluded, 
contrary to the well known maxim that “expressio corum 
que tacite insunt nihil operatum,” is wholly without foun- 

ation. 

The greater part of the powersdelegated by the Constitution 
are enumeratedin the 8th section ofthe 1st article, but not all 
of them, There are some others, and those very important 
ones, which are derived from the fourth article. Thus, in the 
first section of that article it is declared that “full faith and 
credit shall be given in cach State to the public acts, records, 
and judicial proceedings ofevery other State,” and Congress is 
authorized to prescribe by law their effect and the mater in 
which they shall be proved. 

In the next section of the same article are the following 
provisions: 

"A person charged inany State with treason, felony, or other 
crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found In another 
State, shall, on demand of the Executive authority of the State 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State 
having jurisdiction of the crime. 

“No person held to service or labor in one State under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any 
law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or 
labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due.” i 

Here are two provisions of vital consequence to the Union, 
and there cannot be a doubt that the Constitution never would 
have been adopted unless the latter provision for the preserva- 
tion of the property of (he South had been inserted. And yet 
there is no express power giver to Congress to legislate on the 
subject. Indeed, the latter, and, to the South, the most impor- 
tant provision is conceived in negative terms, and would seem, 
at a first and superficial view, to be a meré restraint on the 
powers of the States. Here is not only no express grant of 

ower to Congress to pass any law on the subject, but, accord- 
ing.to the Senator’s mode of reasoning, that the expression of 
an incidental. power excludes others not expressed, the fact, 
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that in the first section of this article the general provision 
with regard to records is followed by an express authority to 
pass general laws on that subject, would effectually exclude 
any implied power to carry these provisions into execution. 
And yet, sir, who ever doubted the power of Congress to give 
efficacy to these provisions by legislative enactment? So 
far from it, we find that as early as February, 1793, at the 
second session of the second Congress, when the vigilance of 
public attention had béen drawn to the doctrine of implied pow- 
ers in the discussion which had previously taken place in rela- 
tion to the bank charter, an act of Congress was passed to give 
them effect, and which guarded its execution, in relation to the 
first, by fine and imprisonment; and, in relation to the second, 
by a penalty of five hundred dollars, besides preserving the right 
of action for the injury sustained, against such as interfere 
with the claimant. A stronger case of implied power could not 


.be put, or one more at war with the Senator’s rule of construc- 


tion, than that of the law in relation to fugitive slaves. Not 
only is there no express grant of power to Congress, but the 
terms used are negative, implying inhibition in relation to the 
States; and in the very same article where a general provision 
was made in relation to another subject, care was taken ex- 
pressly to add an authority to Congress to make the proper 
laws for carrying it into effect. Yet, sir, every one must per- 
ceive that these are great national provisions, without which 
the Union could not have been formed, and without which it 
could not Jong be preserved. That construction, then, which 
weuld render them a dead letter, must be erroneous, as irus- 
trating the very end and purpuse for which they were in- 
tended. The power to make the law in question is fairly im- 
plied on these grounds: that the provisions in question are of 
vital importance to the Union; that some legislation is abso- 
lutely necessary to settle the details of proof and mode of pro 
ceeding, and some penalty necessary to guard the rights which 
are meant to be enforced; all which can alone be uniformly and 
certainly provided for by the legislation of Congress; and as they 
were introduced to insure practical benefits which can only be 
realized by the action of Congress, it follows, by necessary con- 
sequence, it was the design of the Constitution.to confer the 
power to make the laws proper for that purpose. The result of 
the whole, then, sir, is, both upon reason and authority, that 
the Senator [Mr. Catnoun] is wrong in his premises; and that 
there are implied or incidental powers, without which the Con- 
stitution would bea dead letter. Ido not wish, however, to be 
misunderstood on this point, or to have it supposed that I am 
disposed to extend the powers of the Government one particle 
beyond what is warranted by a frir and sound construction of 
the Constitution, The Government is one undoubtedly of limi- 
ted powers, some of which are express, and others implied. 
What thoseimplied powers are, will often cause much diversity 
ot opinion, since there is an infinite diversity in the capacity and 
education of those who may pass upon the question; but there 
exists atali timesa salutary restraint upon the action of Con- 
gress, first in the supervision of the Supreme Court when the 
question presents itself in a judicial form, and, secondly, in the 
judgment of the people, who will take care to check the usurpa- 
tion of power, by withdrawing the functions ofthose who have 
abused their trust. 

Having, sir, now disposed of the question of incidental 
powers, I come to the more precise one of the right which Con- 
gress has to make any disposition, temporery or permanent, of 
the property and revenues of the country to promote the gene- 
ral welfare; for, upon this right, which the Senator pronounces 
to be an exploded doctrine, depends that of making the propos- 
ed arrangement with the banks. And here, sir, Jet me remark, 
that the oll dispute between Mr. Jefferson on the one hand, and 
Mr. Hamilton on the other, was not whether the words “gene- 
ral welfare,” usedin connection with the power to lay and col- 
lect taxes, gave a distinct power fo do any thing which might 
promote that we!far —-for no one ever contended for that—but 
simply whether they didnot imply the power of applying the 
revenues of the Government to the promotion of the general 
welfare. The words ofthe Constitution are, “Congress shall 

ave power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposte, and ex- 

ses, #0 pay the debts and provide for the common defence 
and generalwelfare of the United States.” Mr. Jefferson, 
as may be seen in his argument on the Bank charter, did not 
deny the right to collect taxes in order to provide for the gene- 
rat welfare, but he denied that the money, when collected, could 
e applied to any and every purpose of general welfare; but in- 

sted that its appropriation must be conhned to the execution 
ofthe subsequently enumerated powers. Mr. Hamilton, on 
the other hand, contended that the jus disponendi, the right of 
disposal, was Inherent in the right of property; and that if 
taxes could be collected in order to provide for the general wel- 
fare, the money could be disbursed after it came into the Trea- 
sary for the same general purpose. This the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. CALHOUN} callsan exploded doctrine. It 
is true, sir, that onone occasion, in the heat of party strife, and 
in a political paper which grew out of that strife, the doctrine 
of Mr. Jefferson was sustained by the pen of Mr. Madison; bu ty 
sir, no sooner did the former gentleman come into power, than 
he himself practically abandoned his own construction; and it 
has been abandoned and the opposite doctrine asserted, both in 
word andin deed, by every successive Administration. The 
construction contended for by Mr. Hamilton is sanctioned by 
the authority of Mr. Madison and Mr. Monroe, the intimate pø- 
litical friends and auxiliaries of Mr. Jefferson, and who atthe 
moment of party strife to which I have alluded, thought and 
acted with him, but who, sufsequently, changed their opinion 
upon more mature consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Madison, in his veto on the bill setting apart and plede- 
ing certain funds for internal irprovement in March, 1817, 
after denying the power of Congress to make those internal im- 
provements by itsown authority, which was the ground of his 
veto, expressly observes: “A restriction of the power ‘te pro- 
vide for the common defence ond general welfare’ to cases 
whichare to be provided for by the expenditure of money, 
would still leave within the legis!ative power of Congressall the 
great and most important measures of Government; money be- 
ing the ordinary and necessary means of carrying them into 
execution.” Put 

At a subsequent period Mr. Monroe, in his communication to 
Congress connected with his veto on the bill for the preserva- 
tion-and repair of the Cumberland road, which proposed to 
establish tol] gateson that road, took occasion to say that, m the 

early stages of the Government, he had inclined to the eon- 
struction that it had no right to expend money, butin the per- 
formance of acts authorized by the other specified grants of 
power; but that, on further reflection and observation, his mind 
had undergone a change, and his opinion then was “that Con- 
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gress have unlimited power to raise money, and that.incits ap 
propriation they havea discretionary pewer, restricted ely by 
the duty to appropriate it to purposes of common’ defence and 
of general welfare, of general, not local, national, not State 
benefit.” 

General Jackson, iu his veto message on the Maysville read 
biH, s late as May, 1830, in relation to this very doctrine, re- 
marks: 

“The symmetry and purity of the Government would, doubt- 

less, have been better preserved if this restriction of the power 
of appropriation could have been maintained without weak. 
ening its ability to fulfil the general objects of its institution: an 
effect so likely to attend its admission, notwithstanding its ap- 
parent fitness, that every subsequent Administration of the 
Government, embracing a period of thirty out of forty-two 
years ofits existence, has adopted a more enlarged construction 
of the power.” 
_ Mr. Jefferson himself departed from his own construction 
in two conspicuous acts’ of his administration, in the instance 
ofthe apprepriation for the Cumberland road, end in that of 
the purchase of Louisiana, fer which fifteen millions of dollars 
were paid outof the public Treasury. His somewhat remark- 
le that, throughout the whole discussion on the subject of 
the power of Congress to appropriate money for purposes of 
general welfare, it was claimed and treated as an incidental 
power growing out of the right of property; the right of dis 
posal being considered as inherent in the right of property. 
But, in truth, it isan express power, given in express terms, in 
the 3d section of the 4th article, as follows: “The Cong’ shall 
have power to dispose of and make all needful rules and re- 
gulations respecting the territory or other property belonging 
to the United States.?? 

Nothing could be mo e comprehensive than this grant of 
power, which respects the territory and ether properly of the 
United States; embracing its personal or moveable property of 
every description, arms, ships, revenues, etc. without any qua- 
lification or limitation whatever, except that which results from 
the very nature of the trust, that it shall be used “to provide 
for the common defence, and promote the general welfare? —a 
qualification which attaches to the exercise of all and every 
power that is delegated, as being the end and purpose for which 
the Constitution was adopted. It may be further observed, thet 
asthe power “to lay and collect taxes, cte, to provide for the 
commen defence and general welfare,” is expressly given in 
the lst article, and the unqualified power “zo dispose of the 
property of the United States” is given inthe 4th article, upon 
every fair principle of construction, they must have reference to 
each other, and the power to dispose of cannot be more restrict- 
ed than the power to provide the revenues of the country, that 
is, for the purposes of general welfare, The practical exercize 
of this power has been exhibited in every administration of this 
Government, from its organizatiou to the present moment, Le- 
ginning with bounties to fishermen, and ending with the pur- 
cuase of Mr. Madison’s manuscripts. H has been exercised in 
the subscription to roads and canals; in the stances of the Che- 
sapeakeand Delaware canal, in that of the Potomac and Ohio 
canal; and in the instance of the Cumberland road, in relation to 
which between twenty and thirty laws have been pee ap: 
proved by every President of the United States, and appropri- 
aiing more than two millions of dollars for its construction and 
support. It was exercised in the purchase of Louisiana, andin 
the purchase of Fiorida, in appropriations for tesiing the 
strength of steam) boilers, in the appropriation for an exploring 
expedition, and in various gratuities, as in the case of the inha- 
bitants of St. Domingo, and the people of Caraccas. And yet, 
sir, this doctrine the Senator [Mr. CaHoun] calls the exploded 
doctrine of the general welfare. 

I am now prepared, sir, to answer the Senator’s objection, 
that we have no power to make the proposedanangem 
the banks, by replying to bim with perfect confidence, th 
public welfare requires that snch an arrangement should be 
made, which is nothing more than a temporary disposition af 
the funds of the Government, we have not only the power to 
make it, but we are bound to do so, in fulfilment of the sacred 
trast for which the power was given. ‘Phe question between 
us, Mr. President, isnot whether the public welfare will er will 
no} be promoted by the measure, but simply as to the power or 
right to make the arrangement; and I say unhesitatingly, that if 
the public welfaré requires it, we have the undoubted’ right te 
make it. Iam merely answering the Senators constitutienal 
objections, not discussing the question of advantage to the 
community, about which public opinion seems to be pretty weil 
settled. 

The Senator’s [Mr. CALHOUN’ S} next objection to the omend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia is, that, in requiring the se- 
fection of the banks made by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
be confirmed or rejected by a joint resolution of the two Hon 
of Congress, itproposes a palpable violation of the Const 
tion, and then causes the Secretary very giavely to read 
provision which directs every order, resolution, or vote to w 
the concurrence of hoth Houses ef Congress may be necessary 
to be presented to the President for his approval, and a 
that the President is deprived of his veto, contrary to that exe 
press provision. How deprived of his veto? The amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia soys not ene word on the subject; 
it simply proresesthat the selection shail be confirmed or re- 
jected by a joint resolution; but does it follow tha the resolu- 
tion is notte pass through the constitutions! forms? Does the 
Senator suppose tha: it ever entered into the head of che mover 
of the amendment to alter the Cons legislative en 
actment? It was not necessary to state inthe bill that the con. 
stitutional provisions, which are the supreme Jaw, should be 
observed in relation to the joint resolution, aay more than it ds 
in the passage of any law, to declare that it Ho ret beeome 
such until submitted to the President. In pr ig thet the se- 
jection shall be approved or rejec: 


ied by joint resolution, you 
do effectually. and of necessity, provice that it shall be sub. 
mitted to the President, because the constitutional provision 
then attaches and controls the subject. he object which the 
mover had in view was not to oust the President ef his veto, but 
to sive fo Congress the ultimate deciSion of the matter, Instead 
of Jeav'ng it entirely in the breast of the Executive, as would 
he the case if the Secretary were permitted to cxercise his own 
absolute discretion in making the selection. An:tthis is accom. 
plished by requiring the selection to be submitie! ta Cengress, 
to be approved or rejected by joint resolution, subject. of course, 
to the veto of the President, but that veto may n its turn be 
controlled by the constitutional action of the two Houses, if, in 
their judgment, it isunwisely or unfairly used. The practical 
effect of the provision, in fact, is, that the constitntional ma- 
jerity of twe-thirds of both Houses is thus enabled at all times 
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to exereive a inal and ab-olute control over the subject, not- 
withstanding any improper views or bias of the Executive. 
The Senator’s (Mr, Catoun’s] third objection is, that we 


have no right. to make a general deposite in banks, first, because ` 
itia giving the use of the money to them, and, secondly, because ` 


itis a violation of that clause of the Constitution which declares 
that “no money shail be drawn from the Treasury but in con- 
sequence ofappropriations made by law.” He then argues 
that the banks are, when such deposite is made, the Treasury, 
and that to suffer them to use itis. todraw. the money from the 
Treasury without appropriation by law, Were it not that the 
argument proceeds from that distinguished Senator, it would 
ecarcely be wortha reply. The answer to the first branch of 
the objection, that we have no right to give the use of the peo 
ple’s money to the banks, is, that it assumes a fact which is not 
strictly true, Trig not giving the use of the money to the banks 
alone, but to the people themselves through the medium of the 
binks. The objectand operation of the general deposite, so far 
az it augments the banking capital, is to enable the banks to ex- 
tend further accom:nodation and facilities to trade, which is, in 
the end, to promote tho general welfare. It is true that the 
hanks may derive some incidental profit, but that profit does not 
more than compensate them for the risks they encounter and 
the services they perform in the transfer of the public funds. If, 
then, the system of general deposites, which may be regarded as 
one mode ofexercising that power of disposition which the Go- 
verament has over its funds, will more promote the generat 
welfare than any other mode of keeping them, the Government 
ought to adopt that mode, as being in harmony with the great 
principle which lies at the foundation of the trust. This is pre- 
. eisely the view which was taken of the subject by the last Ad. 
ministration, when it urged the banks to extend their accommo- 
dations to the public, and lauded them for the benefits which 
they had conferred on trade and the business operations of so- 
ciety, as wellas for the magnitude and fidelity of the services 
rendered, as fiscal agents. 3a 
But, sir, T proceed to examine the sécond branch of his objec- 
tion, which respects tho constitutional provision in relation to 
drawing money from the Treasury. And here it becomes ne- 
cessary to sente precisely the meaning of the phrase used in 
the Constitution. The passaye referred to occurs in the 9th 
section of the Ist article, and is in these words: “ No money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in consequence of ap- 
propriations made by law.” ‘The word Treasury nowhere 
else oe¢curs in the Constitution, and is found in this 9th sec- 
tion, which is a series of restrictive provisions on the powers 
of Congress. The general poweris given to collect revenue, 
andto dispose of it, but not a syllable is said about the mode 
of keeping it during the period ofreceiptand disbursement. This 
negative provision is the only one on the subject. Itis thea 
true that this negative provision is to be understood in a lite- 
ral sense, requiring, by implication, some great central place 
of deposite with its vaults and boxes for the preservation and 
security of the public Treasury, and which would be necessa- 
ry to satisfy che literal meaning of the terms “drawn from 
the Treasury,” or it is only a figurative mode of expression by 
which the idea is meant to be conveyed, that the public money 
should not be disbursed by any of its officers unless under the 
authority of law. If the phrase is used literally, and, must 
be understood ae implying the existence of some great place 
of deposite, then this absurdity would follow, thatin a country 
covering more than one million of square miles, the revenue 
collected at points from fifteen hundred to two thousand mites? 
distance must be brought to that place of deposite in order to 
he putin the Treasury, and then drawn ont to be carried back 
tu the same points to be disbursed. Why, sir, it is only 
necessary to state tho case to show that such an absurdity 
never mitered into the minds of the framers of the Constitt- 
tien. None but the smallest States, such whose territory is 
confined to the Hinits of a city, or a few square miles about 
ft, could have a local Treasury, or a place of general depo- 
site for all ils revenues, A great nation might have a place 
of deposite for its accounts, and for some portion of its pro- 
perty or revenue, as the Temple of Saturn in Rome was 
called the Roman Treasury, and was the place in which their 
archives and banners were deposited, and some of the 
spoils of war brought home by their generals, and such portion 
of the revenues ag were to be disbursed within tke city; but 
not the revenus of the varions provinces of the Empire, which 
were collected, and, for the most part, disbursed on the spot 
where collected. When Cæsar returned to Rome, and deter- 
mined to seize the public treasure, all that he found in the Tem- 
ple of Saturn did not exceed in amount a million and a half of 
dollars. The idea ofa local treasury asa place in which money 
is hoarded, is contrary to the genius of our Government, and of 
the age, It belongs only to the age of barbarism. It savors of 
the policy and government of a despotic monarch, whose ac- 
cumulated treasures are the fruits of war and of confiscation, 
and are one of the props or pillars of an authority which rests 
nat on the consent of the people. Itis the policy of a Dey of 
Tripoli, or an Emperorof Morocco. No, sir, so far is it from 
beivg trae that the framers of the Constitution designed any 
such absurdiry, that we find from the earliest period of the 
Government, from the moment of its organization, the system, 
of depusites in hanks was adopted, and the general rule esta- 
bished, that the Treasurer should be the medium of all re- 
ceipts and distmrsemenis, which should be sanctioned by war- 
ranta drawn jn favor of or upon that officer by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, which respected the formal mode of keeping ac- 
eounts: but the. disbursements, in point of fact, were made 
either by warrant on the Treasurer, or by drafts of the Trea- 
sureron the collectors or other officers having funds in their 
hands, or by directions of the S eretary of the Treasury to the 
cohestors or other officers having funds ‘o make provisional 
autrances for ceriain local expenses, and the two latter modes 
í ards made to asaumea formal shape by proper 
The system of deposites ia banks was universal 
and, when placed to the credit of the Treasurer, was esteemed 
fo bein th: Treasury. It must be recollected that. this system 
was introduced and established under the administration of 
Washihgton, and by the framers of the Constitution, who cer- 
tainly understood its import in this particular. Besides this, 
we have the express anthority of Mr. Jefferson on this point, 
who was not prone to a lax construction of the powers of Go- 
vernment, and whose jealous vigilance would never have slept 
on so important a subject. In his written opinion, addressed 
to President Washington, on the subject of the bank charter 
which he is opposing, he expresses himself in February, 1791, 
joss than two years after the organization of the Government, 
a the following terme: f 
‘Fhe report on the subjectatates the only general convenience 


: to be, the preventing the transportation and vetransportation of 


money between the States and the Treasury, (for 1 pass over 
the increase of circulating medium ascribed to it as a merit, 
and which, according te my ideas of paper money, is clearly a 
demerit.) Every State will have to pay a sum of tax money 
into the Treasury; and the Treasury will have to pay, in every 
State, a part of the interest on the public. debt, and ‘salaries to 
the officers of Government resident in that. State.. In most of 
the States there will be a surplus of tax money to-come up-to 
the seat of Government for the officers residing there. Zhe 
payment of interest and salary in each State may bé made 
by Treasury orders-on the State Collector. ‘This wilttake up 
the greater part of the money he has collected for his State, and 
consequently. prevent the great mass of it frombeing drawn 
outof the State.” an 

He subsequently remarks, that “Treasury orders, and bills of 
exchange may prevent the displacement of the main mass of 
of the money collected without the aidof any bank.” Then 


follows a passage which is an authority, upon both branches - 


of thisobjection, of the Senator to general deposites : 


“Perhaps, indeed, bank bills may he a more convenient ve- 


hicle than Treasury orders; but a little difference inthe degree 
of canvenience cannot constitute the necessity which the Con- 
stitution makes the ground for assuming any non-enumerated 
power, Besides, the existing banks will, without doubt 
enter inte arrangements for lending their agency ; and the 
en favorably, as there will be a competition among them 
orit.” 

Itis clear, therefore, Mr. President, that the phrase referred 
to in the Constitution, conceived as it isin negative terms, was 
not meant to imply the existence of a local place of deposite for 
the funds of the Government, but merely to provide that those 
funds in the hands of the collecting officers should not be dis- 
barsed without authority of law. If tbe Senator should say that 
he does not meen to contend that the word Treaeury means one 
grand place of deposite, but implies that there shall be local 
Places of deposite, which, taken together, constitute the Treasu- 
ry, then, F say, he abandons the litera) meaning, and that those 
places may as well be banks as the strong boxes of particular 
officers. But. sir, after ail, the true answer to the Senator is, as- 
suming with him that the banks are, for the ume being, the 
Treasury, when money is deposited in them, that, by the gene. 
ral deposite, you convert your funds into a Lank credit, just as 
you might convert, or might have received them, in bank notes 
or bills of exchange, all of which rest precisely upon the same 
foundation; namely, a Jegalliability for the amount; and therefore 
the use of the funds by the banks is not drawing money from the 
the Treasury. The money inthe Treasury, in legal contempla- 
tion, is the funds in the hands of the Treasurer of the United 
States, aud those funds may consist of gold and silver coin, in 
bank notes, in bilis of exchange, and in bank credits. The bank 
notes, billsof exchange, and bank credits are as much funds in 
the Treasury as the coin, and can no more be consumed in the 
disbursements of the Government than. the coin. ‘The bank 
then, in using the funds eposited and which she has received in 
exchange for a credit où her books, as she might in exchange 
for her promissory notes or drafts, is using her own property, 
and not the property of the United States, which has been con- 
verted into a credi: on her books, and therefore no money is 
drawn from the ‘Treasury, and the Constitution is not violated 
in thia particular. 

But, sir, the Senator, [Mr. Carnoun,] vising, ashe says, to 
higher grount, and striking at the root of the evil, denies the 
right of the Goversment to treat bank notes as money, or to 
receive any thing but gold and silver coin in payment of the 
dues ofthe Government. The drift of his argument to sustain 
this position is, that there is no express power given to do s0; 
and that the right to receive any thing else would give the 
right to regulate whatever was so received. In reply to this 
argument, I have to observe that there are implied powers, as I 
have before shown, as well as express ones, and which are as 
much a part of the Constitution, the one as the other. The 
Constitution expressly gives the power “to lay and collect 
taxes, duties,’ imposts, and excises,” and says not a word about 
the medium in which they shall be collected, Now, the gene- 
ral power to Jay and collect taxes of necessity implies the right 
and the duty to prescribe the time of payment, themanner of 
payment, and the quantity to be paid; since itis impossible to 
exercise the power withont specifying these three particulars. 
But the manner of payment is precisely the question of what 
shall be received; and, since it is indispensable that it should 
be prescribed in order to execute the power, and there is no 
limitation on the discietion of Congress, it follows asa necessa- 
ry consequence that it may prescribe what manner of payment 
it pleases, and therefore receive what it pleases in payment of 
its dues. The right to prescribe the manner of payment is ne- 
ceszarily implied inthe right to col'ect taxes. If it be said that 
taxes ate ordinarily collected in money, and the phrase should 
be understuod to imply that, I answer that though, ordinariiy, 
it does not foliow that they are always or necessarily se, they 
may be, and sometimes are, collected in kind, of which many 
instances are to be found in the carly history of some of the 
States. Besides, it might be very expedient for the Govern- 
ment, in the case of excise duties, as in the instance ofan excise 
duty on whiskey, to receive the duty in that article, of which it 
is a pretty large eonsumer in the army and navy, and, in so do- 
ing,it might hea mutual canvenience boti to the payer and to 
the Government. Wut, again, if it were admitted tiiat, in the 
phrase to collect taxes, &c. money was implied asthe medium 
in which taxesare ordinari‘y collected, which isnot true, for the 
reason ] have mentioned, still the money of a country is the eur- 
rency of the country, and that currency may consist of paper and 
coin, as well as of paper alone, or coin alone; and, in that view 
ofthe matter, as there ig no limitation on the discretion of Con- 
gress, it would have the right to receive paper as weil as coin, 
if it performed the funciions of money. But, in truth, the re- 
ceipt of bank notes which are convertible on demand into roin 
is equivalentto the receipt of coin. Ifthe Government has the 
right to deal in foreign and domestic bills of exchange, in order 
to transfer its funds to foreign countries, or from ane part of the 
country to another, without the risk and expense of transporting 
coin, then it would have the right equally to receive them in 
payment ofits dues, asto purchase them afterwards; and the re- 
ceipt of bank notes would be justified on the same principle, 
since, in effect, they are bills of exchange, drown upon the party 
himself, and payable at sight. So far as the question of re- 


ceiving any thiag but coin in payment is concerned, the bill of 


exchange, draft, check, and promissory note. stand precisely on 
the same footing, as being the evidence of a legal demand fer the 
amount stated on their face, and, where they are payable and 
paid on demand in coin, are equivalent to it, 
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a right to regulate the entire property, a. pantof: which: mis 
thus be received, is entirely ‘fallacious, since the right of insp: 
tion and regulation would, so far as itresults from this particular 
power, : be confined to such portion of thie’ pioperty ag (he G 
vernmet actually received. Thus, inthe Instances pu 
and tobacco, the hecessity and right of inspection, would:e: 
no farther than to the cotton and ‘tobacco received: y. the 
vernment, and not to the entire crep. 7 Oe SS 
The Senator [Mr. CanHoun] next tells us that the right tore: 
ceive bnnk notes is hostile to the power to coin money, thegh- 
ject of which is to furnish a currency of uniform and steady -va 
ine, and thatas long as the notes of banks aré. received in the: 
transactions of the Government, as money, it is impossible ‘to | 


` give stability:to the standard of value, and the coining power is 


defeated. “Ifthe possible conflict between. the two powers fs” 
relied upon as an argumentto prove that one of them does not 
exist, then I say thatit is an argument addressed to discretion 

in theiy use, rather than a proof that one of them does not exist. 
But, sir, itis not true thatthe uniformity of the currency is im- 
paired by the mixture ofpaper and coin in the circulation. We.. 
had the best currency in the world before the destruction of the 
Bank of the United States, asI shall presently show, of greater 
uniformity than could be produced by gold. and silver alone. 
Nor, sir, is ittrue that paper can depreciate the standard of va» 
Jue. The standard of value throughout the United States is and 
must be gold and silver coin, since that aloneis a tender in-pavs ; 
ment of debts. It is true, that the inordinate issue of hank... 
notes banishes coin by supplying its use as currency, bu. not 
as a standard of value, and, so far as the mere question of. 
standard is’ concerned, could work no mischief; but it. pro- 
duces mischief, in preventing that proper admixture of coin. 
and paper in the circulation which corstitntes a sound:stai 
of tke currency, having reference to the ordinary and-ext 
ordinary demands for coin. It is equally true, that.in cai 
of a temporary suspension of specie payments, the paper; 
itself may become depreciated with reference (o that-stand 
ard; but it cannot depreciate the standard; that must-ev. 
remain the same, Where the paper, which composes pårtáf 


the banks. Thus itappears, from the report of the Secretary of.: 


Incependently of these, it seems, Mr. President, that one of 


true spiritof Macbeth when he exclaims: ’ 
“We have scotched the snake, not killed itp [0.6 | 


“Shell closeand be herself; whilst our poor malice `; 
‘Remains in danger of her former tooth.” a} 


And in the same spirit the whole party would exclaim: : 


“ But let 
“The frame of things disjoin, both the worlds suffer 
“ Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep 
“Yn the affliction of these terrible dreams, 
“That shake us nightly.” 


I must say, however, Mr. President, that the danger dreaded 
from that inetitution is a mere ‘coinage of the brain.” And 
here, sir, let me make an observation on the subject of banks 
generally. Jf one were te form an idea ofa bank from the 
rhetorical denunciations .which are used here and elsewhere, 
he would be led to suppose that it was some natural‘monster 
sent to spread devastation and ruin ina presperous comm unity, 
instead of a mere association of individuals, authorized by 
law to act as an individual in their contracts and in the manage.” 
ment of their property. One of the most. important “benefits 
conferred on society by them is, that small masses of capital > 
which would otherwise be useless, because unemployed, are 
thus brought together, and made to subserve the general wel. 
fare, by augmen‘iig the commercial capital. They furnish ‘an 
investinent for the funds of widows, orphans, guardians, admi- 
nistrators, and trustees generally, who constitute a large pro- 
portion of the stockholders; and give activity and life to the 
mass of property thus held. which, to a considerable extent, 
would otherwise be dormant and useless to society. Besides , 
this, they do effectually increase the capitalof the country for 
all practical purposes, by using their own credit, which en`. 
ables them to extend the sphere of their usefulness. Ihave,” 
however, alreadysaid that there are abuees connected with the 
banking system which require correction, particularly in the 
control which they have usurped over the currency of the 
country, and which this Government has the power andie 
bound to correct. g 

T will not longer delain the Senate upon the general subject, 
althoneh thereare many ather parts of the Senators {Mr CAL- 
Houn’s] speech which F should have liked to notice, and which 
seems tome to contain doctrines as litle tenable a those Ihave 
reviewed: but Twill proceed to answer the ingviry, made by 
the Senator from Connecticut. Neasks wilta confident and: 
triumphant tone, bow the Ad stration is made responsible“ 
for the deterioration of the banking system and of the currency? 
Twitltct him, sir: By destroying the bank of the United Stater, ` 
and by the subsequent blundering efforts that have been made 
in a series of experiments to conceal hom the‘country the ex 
tent of the woundinflicted on its presperity, erid to eccapy 
ani divert public attention from that wanton act of párty i 
are. eae 

When General Jackson came into power there were bv 
banks, with an estimated capital of 145,192,269: ‘Th destée 
ing the Bank of the United States, he at the same time 
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a seeming necessity and gave an apology for the chartering of a 
multitude of others, so that in the end, when his Administration 
terminated, we had 677 banks, with 146 hranches, in all ex- 
ceeding 800, with an authdérized capital of $378421,168, and 
these were left withouteny check or control whatever, to fur. 
nish their notes as the currency of the country. Permit me, 
sir, to advert for a moment to the condition of the currency in 
1830, before that fatal measure was adapted—the removal of 
the deposites—which was the first act of hostility. It is thus 
described in the report of Mr. McDufice to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in April, 1830, Speaking of the Bank of the United 
States, he says: s 

“Tt now reinains to show its effect in equaliziag the currerey, 
In this respect it has been productive of results more salutary 
than were anticipated by the most sanguine advocates of the 
policy of establishing the bank. Jthus actually furnished a 
circulating medium more uniform than specie.” 

This he shows to be true by the fact that the merchant who 
had his specie in New Orleans could wot transport it to Phila- 
delphia under one per cent.; but, by means of the Bank and its 
system of domestic exchanges, he is enabled to do so for one- 
half of that premium. He then proceeds to say: 

“For all the purposes of revenue, it gives to the national 
currency a perfect uniformity, that ideal perfection to which a 
currency of gold and silver i extensive a country could have 
no pretensions.” 

After iNustrating this point, he adds: 

“Upon the whole, then, it may be confidently asserted that 
no country in the world has a circulating medium of greater 
uniformity (han the United States, and that no country of any 
thing like the same geographical extent has a currency at all 
comparable to that cf the United States, on the score of 
uniformity.” 

To the same effect we have the testimony of General Smith, 
at that time chairman of the Committee on Finance in this 
body, and a deeided friend and supporter of President Jackson. 
In his report to the Senate in March, 1830, after stating the 
fact that the revenues of the Government are collected through 
the medium of 9000 persons, dispersed throughout ihe whole 
Union, he geeg on to say: 

“From these persons the Government has, for the ten vears 
preceding January 1, 1830, received $230,068,855. This sum 
has been collected in every section of this widely-extended 
country. It has been disbursed at other points, many thousand 
miles distant from the places where it was collected; and yet it 
has been so collected and distributed without the loss, as far as 
the committee can learn, of a single dollar, and without the 
expense of a single dollar to the Government.” 

fter stating various proofs and illustrations of the facts 
mentioned in the following passage, he proceeds thus: 

“This seems to present a state of currency approaching as 
near to perfection as could be desired; for here is a currency 
issned at twenty-four different parts of the Union. obtainable by 
any citizen who has money or credit. When in his possession, 
itis equivalent to silver in all his dealings with all the 9,000 
agents of the Government throughout the Union. In all his 
dealings with the interior, itis better than silver; in all his deal- 
ings with the commercial cities, it is equal to silver; and if, for 
any purpose, he desires the silver with which he bought it, it 
is at his disposal, almost universally without any diminution, 
and never more than a diminution af one quarter per cent. Tt 
is not easy to imagine, it is scarcely necessary to desire, any 
currency better than this.” 

Wenext have the testimony of Mr. McLane, then Secretary 
of the Treasury, as to the usefulnes, nay, the neceessity of such 
an institution. In his annual report, made on the 7th Decem- 
ber, 1831, he thus expresses himself: Ph Ash 

“The indispensabie necessity of such an institution for the 
fiscal operations of the Government in all its departments, for 
the regulation and preservation of a sound currency, for the 
aid of commercial transactions generally, and even for the 
safety and utility of the local banks, is not doubied, and, as is 
believed, has been shown in the past experience of the Govern- 
ment, and in the general accommodation and operations of the 
present Bank,” R P i 

And for what purpose was this halcyon state of things dis- 
turbed, and why has this blight been brought upon the national 
prosperity? For the sole and selfish purpose of personal and 
party aggrandizemeut, The attempt was made to convert that 
Institution into a political engine of the Government, to vse its 
influence and power to strengthen and secure the control of the 
dominant party, and, having failed in that attempt, the resolu- 
tion was formed to destroy it upon the gratuifous assumption 
that, if it was not for, it must be against the party. 

Such, siz, is the testimony of a man who soeme to have heen 
more attached to the ove glory of President Jacksen, than 
those who were more pliant instruments of his will; aman of 
republican simplicity of character, of an elevatedtone of moral 
feeling, and of unquestioned loyalty to truth; one who preferred 
the sacrifice of official honor and emolument to the violation 
of his duty and of his principles. Such, sir, is the testimony 
of William J. Duane. ‘The following isan extract from his let- 
ter of October, 1833, to a friend in New Orleans: 

‘Ft is but too obvious, either that we have misundersiood the 
ualities of Gen. Jackson’s head, or else he has been wonder- 
‘ully altered; on all the cardinal questions agitated, he has failed 

to be consistent; he promised purity in selections for office, yet 
few have been purely made; he professed to be a friend to do- 
mestic indusiry, yet he has done more than any body else to 
prostrate it; he advocated a n? ai Government bank, and yet 
affects to dread a moneyed aristocracy; he complained of the 
corrnption of one bank, and yettakes forty or fifty irresponsible 
paper-circulating banks under the national wing; he has been 
for and ast internal improvement; he denounced nullifica- 
tion, yet has of late been unsaying all that he said in his procia- 
mation, fn shorn | do not believe he ever had fixed principles, 
or ever arrived atany result by the exercise of the mind: im- 
pulses and passions have ruled. 
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“The state of things at present is this: the good of the coun- 
try is ne more thought of thanif every thing ought to be left to 
chance. The factious schemes and pretensions of individuals 
seeking office, and of moneyed corperations struggling for the 
use of the publie funds, are alone thought of or talked about; 
to, promote the happiness of the people, or to promote the love 
of liberty elsewhere, by exhibiting its existence here, is not the 
ovject-ef what we call leading men: their design isto rule, and 
to gratily avarice and ambition. By such combinations and 
distribution of duty or agency as effect so great resultsin manu- 
factures and mechanics, speculation or scheming enters inio 
all things.” a 


thi 


Independent Freasury—Mr. Merrick. 


In a subsequent letter to the honorable Littleton W. Tazewell, 
in January, 1834, he expresses bimself to this effect: 

© The service which I was asked to perform seems notto be 
distincily understood. The official reasons for performing what 
Lrefused todo, do not embrace an explanation which I consider 
dueto myself, if not to the people or their representatives. 
Thetrue nature of the service required consisted, not in the 
mere act of removing the deposiies, butin removing them from 
an unwillingness to await the action of Congress, or to resort to 
the appropriate agency of the Judiciary, upon questions con- 
nected with the Bank of the United States; not in the mere 
substitution of one fiscal agent for another, but in exercising for 
penal ends a power given solely for conservative ‘purposes. 
Hostile as I was tothe bank, and willing as I was to investi- 
gate the transactions of its officers in the strictest manner, in 
the legitimate way, I perceived that a co-operation in the 
scheme proposed would be inconsistent with my duty as a 
public agent, my principles as a citizen, and my sympathies 
as aman.? ; 

But, sir, itis in his tbird letter to the peopie of the United 
States, in February, 1834, that the veil is withdrawn, and the 
motives of action brought home to the Administration. He 
states the fact, that his commission as Secretary of the Treasury 
bore date May 29, 1833, and that he arrived the fol'owing day in 
Washington. On the ist of June he took the oath of office, and 
on the same evening Mr. Whitney called upon him to tell him 
“what had been done, and what was to be done in relation to 
the Bank.” The following evening, June 2d, Whitney and 
Kendallcame together, anden the next morning, June Sil, he 
waited npon the President. I now proceed, sir, to read his ac- 
count of what passed between himself and Gen. Jackson: 

“The next morning, June 3,1 waited upen the President, 
and, ask had been apprized by Mr. Whitney would be the 
case, he soon introduced the subject of the Bank. I stated that 
Mr. Whitney had made known to me whathad been done, and 
what was intended; and had intimated that his communication 
was made at the President’s desire. The President replied, in 
a tone of di: isfaction, thatit was true he had conferred with 
Mr. Whiiney, and obtained information from him as to the 
Bank, but that be was net his confidant, nor bad ke told him to 
calf on me. I enumerated the representations which Mr. 
Whitney had made; and their correctness was admitted. 1 
d I feared that I should not be able to see the subject in the 
lizntin which the President viewed it; to which he remarked 
that he tiked frankness, that my predecessor and himself had 
so:netimes differed in opinion, but it had made no difference in 
feeling. and should not in my case: that the matter under con- 
sideration was of vast consequence to the country; that unless 
the Benk was broken down, it wouid break us down: thatif the 
last Congress had remained a week longer in session, two- 
thirds would have been secured for the Bank by corrupt 
means, and that the like result might be apprehended at the 
next Congress; that such a State bank agency must be put in 
operation before the meeting of Congress as would show that 
the United States Bank was not necessary, and thus some mem- 
bers would have no excuse for voting f i. 
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In the prosecution, sir, of these velfish purposes, your party 
have undervalued the character and intelligence of the Ame- 
rican people. You have addressed yourselves to them as if 
they were in the same ‘ ondition, and actuated by the same mo- 
tives, as the serfs of Russia and the lazzaroni of Naples. You 
have mistaken their condition, and the interestthey have in the 
preservation of social order. ‘There is no populace here; no 
inordinate accumulation of property in the hands ofa few indi- 
viduals. The genius of your institutions is against it. You 
no where find the gorgeous palace by the side of the wretched 
but of squalid poverty; property is equally distributed, and 
every man is interested in the preservation of the peace, the 
property, andthe welfare of society. You have been intoxica- 
ted with power, and have praised the gods ot gold and of silver, 
of brass, of iron, of wood, and ofstone. 

“Jn the same heur came forth the fingers ofa man’s hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the 
wall of the King’s palace, Mene, mene, tekel upharsin.” 

Look about and around you, Mr. President, and you will see 
some of the fingers of that hand which has written these werde. 
But yourastrologers and wise men cannot interpret their mean- 
ing. It isever so, sir. Tne web of destiny is woven, and it be- 
longs not to mortal hands to ravel its ue. 

You have passed from one experiment to another; you 
have convuised and agitated the country long enough; you 
have destioyed a mosi perfect currency, and brenght vs to one 
of inconvertible paper: and now, sin, in conclusion, let me be- 
seech that you wii pause fora moment; give us a breathing 
spell—a momentef iranguillity. Tet me say to this Adminis- 
tradion, Jam 

*Terruit vrbem, terruit ger ies, gravo ne rediret 
Seculum Pyrrha, nova. monstra queste.”? 
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SPEECH OF MR. MRREICK, 


Or MARYLAND, 


In Senate, March 5, 1883—0n th 
The Senate having resumed th 
question being on Mr. Rivss’s su 

Mr. MERRICK rose anc said: 

Mr. PRESIDE: The observei 
the Senator fror ) 
the commencement of his 
question, may be appl 
ing to discuss before th 
magnitude he one now , t00, proper e 
cidation of which the brightest intelligences of the country Lave 
heretofore tasked themselves on both t 
may seem to be guilty of a boldness dering on emey. 
Were J, therefore, free to act for myself as an individual, every 
consideration would prompt me to remain sient; but in times 
Jike these, under circumstances such es our country is now 
placed, when so much of good or ofevil depends upon the mea- 
sures to be adopted by this Government, the people ex pect, duty 
reguires of every one holding the high trust confided to mem- 
bers of this baly, to exert whatever power he may possess to- 
wards producing the goad or arresting theevil. Every one, the 
humble as well as the exalted, is bound to contribute his mite, 
to endeavor to perform his part ofthe common duty as best he 
may. The people of Maryland. too, whom Tin part represent 
on this floor, and amongst whom there is some diversity ofopi- 
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nion in relation to the measure now pending before the Senate, 
expect that Eshould render a reason for the faith that is in me. 
Impelled by these reflections, but entertaining no vairi hope of 
being able to de justice to the subject, I: procee?, at whatever 
hazard to myself personally, with the effort to discharge my ob- 
ligations te my State and country; and to give the reasons for 
the course I intend to pursue. 

_ Before I attempt to grappie with the merits of the real ques- 
tion, allew me, Mr. President, a word or two upon collateral 
matters much dwelt upon on the other side, and unwisely inmy 
opinion, if not improperly, mingled with this discussion. 

_T have heard many observations from gentlemen on the other 
side, which J regretted to find Senators could indulge in; Much 
has been said which, itseemed to me, became not the place or 
the occasion. Some of these I must allude to very brietiy. The 
old, and hackneyed, and worn out party designations of Federal- 
ists and Democrats have been freely and frequently used. Black 
cockades and other insignia of party divisions and party strifes 
long forgotten have “danced through the mazes” of elequent 
speeches, certainly net to the end of assisting the reasoning 
power in its searches after correct conclusions, and without the 
efivet of enlightening the Senate or the public upon the grave 
:estions ofconstivitional power and governmental policy now 
before us, The acts and doings ofa certain party during the late 
war with England, and even prior to thattime. have been sum- 
mened from the oblivion into which they had sunk, and spread 
in odious array before the Senate and the nation; the only pos- 
sible effect of which would be, were any produced by it, to ex- 
cite feelings and awaken prejudices inimical to the cause of 
trath and justice. The honorable Senators from North Caro- 
lina dwelt with peculiar emphasis on these topics, and said, or 
scemed te say, that the Whig party of the present day, enbrac- 
ing those who with myself are contending here against the 
course of measures pursued and recommended by the present 
Administration, was identical with and responsible for all the sins 
and misdeeds they lay at the door of the old Federal party during 
the late war, and other periods of our past histery, and claim 
for their associates, the friends of the Administration here, ex- 
emption from ail participation in, or responsibility for, those 
misdecds. 

Now, sir, F, for one, disclaim the responsibility and identity 
the gentleman would throw upon us. Tclaim to have been, in 
the good old times of the reign of Democratic principles and 
the Democratic party in this Government, a member of that 
party; and I could not but think, in casting my eyes over the 
Senate, while the gentlemen were picturing the deformiies of 
old Federalism, how thoughtless they were of the feelings of 
some of their most distinguished associates. They ceriainly 
touched not me by any of their strictures upon those topics; air 
if they tread not upon the toes ot many of their own best irien 
they injured not us. Shall F go through acumpanson with tac 
gentlemen of the elements, in this regarc, f whieh the twe 
great parties of the country at the present c ze made up? 
Shail I draw the parallel, and show then: ¢ bly Leonid) 
ifeither party is now to be held to answer for at thatis avsi- 
buted, justly or unjustly, to the old Fed. ralists, that the weight 
of responsibility would not be on the shoulders of the Wigs, 
but might press heavily upon the supporters of the present Ad- 
ministration, uo matter Bele name they may now be pleased to 
assume? Who, sir, stood foremost in the councils of the nation 
to uphold and sustain the Democratic party in the days of its 
trial and purity? Where is the patriot, distinguished above all 
others during the most gloomy periods of the late war with 
England, for untiring devoticn to the public service, wheso 
courage and constancy, eloquence and wisdom, turned back the 
swelling tide of opposition. and contributed more than any other 
to carry the nation successfully through that struggle? ite sits 
beside me, (Mr, Cray,] then, as now, the pride and boast of his 
country. x 


laced not cite another instance. Itis vain forgi 
demen to inv against. us the of deparied party ¢ 
sions. In calling upon their names, in crying out Democraie 
and Federalists, the friends of the Administration use words 
once of magic power, but their charm is now gone. The conn- 
try is awakened toa sense of its danger, the people are moved 
by suffering and distress, and demand now at your hands sense 
and substance, and can be no longer satisfied or ted off by 
sounds and shadows. Too dearly have they paid for the delu- 
sions hitherto practised upon them: the effort cannot succeed 
again. 

“Itisagreed upon all sides that the country is plunged in the 
deepest embarrassment and distress All classes, all descrip- 
tions of people suffer, and ail look any y te inis Government 
for ihat reliefto which no other power in t! mpu 


teat. Petitions have been pouring in epon you, particu 
fiom the laboring part of diferent comin praying for 
tief. They har fht you, In somi i vo th 


leave to teil for you, they mishi earn a scanty s 
How, end by whom, hasall this distress been produced? 
odious catail has been given by others who preceded me. Y 
i and all but consummation, of the deliberate de. 
“he monetsry system of the country, lave heen 
nfarsecd, link by link, as they were evolved 
present Executives of this Union, by the Sena 
ky, (Mr. CLAY} Tshajl not attempt wo wave 
ground, 
na sew to give, 


lucidly oxp 
from the last. 
tor from Kei 
again over th 
Saffice it fer 


inreply to whai has faller 
enileman fro 


ewhica he hi 
a fact, thee, that we aay 
N : } ole peric of ue cxisteuce 
of hota, the country was prosperous and happy, and lad an 
almodant, sound, safe circaiating medinm, always convertible 
at the pleasure of the helder ime gold or silver, Fe is a fact 
chat very soon atter the firs: Bank of the United Biateswas put 
down. there ensued a great mult -scation cf local banks, with 
trifling capitals, their paper dep:cciated, exchanges between 
diferent parts of the country fell inte the greatest confusion, 
sharpers and shavers preyed upon tie honest industry of the 
country, specie payments were suspended, the energies and 
enterprise of the People were peralyzed, and the whole society 
seemed involvec in inextricable confusion and erabarrassment, 
Itis a fact, that recourse W sthen had to the second Bank of 
the United States. and very soon confidence was revived, specie 
ayments were rest med, your currency was resto} ed to a sound 
and healthy condition, domestic exchanges Were equalized and 
regulated, industry met every where, in every department, ag- 
ricultura], commercial, and manufacturing, a liberal and just 


; that, dur 
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reward; the wiole country prospered beyond all parallel. The 
decree went forth that this Bank must be destroyed; the system 
of unwise and pernicious ceperimenis upon the currency 
was commenced by the late Administration, and is still obsti- 
nately perseveredin by cur present rulers. What are the 
consequences? Yet the present condition of a suffering People 
tell; let the prostrate condition of every branch of business, 
Jet yourimiserably depreciated irredeemable paper, let your 
rag currency tell. Similar benefits were produced by each of 
these institusons, and disasters have attended the destruction of 
both; the lessons of experience are dear, but they are valuable 
andabiding. It is charged that it was not the prostration of 
the United States Bank, but the putting up of local banks in 
the States, and consequent excitement of a wild spirit of spec- 
ulation, which occasioned the present state of things. Suppose 
this to be so, the inquiry results, what caused the multiplica- 
tion of State banks? The answer is, the prostration of the 
National Bank, the currency tinkering of the jate Administra- 
tion, Witness the great inċrease uf the number of banks im- 
mediately after the refusal to recharter the first Bank of the 
United States, and their rapid multiplication as soon as the 
fate of the second was known. 
knowingly, and as a witness, so far as the State of Maryland is 
concerned. I have been for several years a member of the 
Legislature of that State, and was atthe head of the Committee 
of Ways and Means i that body when atl the recent bank 
charters were granted, and they all passed through that Com- 
mittee. 

That Legislature had refused for years hack all applications 
(and they wore repeatedly made) for any increase of the bank- 
ing capital. ‘This course was steadily persevered {t until it 
became certain ihat the charter of the United States Bank 
would not be renewed. Earnestappeals were then again made to 
vhe Legislature by our commercial city for an augmentation of 
banking capital to supply the vacuum about to be created by 
the withdrawal of the branch of the national institution which 
had been located there. It was urged upon us that the trade and 
business of the town required an increase ofbanking facilities by 
State authority, at least equal to the amount about to be with- 
drawn, Ut was kuown that other and neighboring States were 
providing by increasing their banking capital for the anticipa- 
ged reduction in the amount of the circulating medium, by the 
winding of the national institution, Our citizens were also 
known to possess the requisite capital for the establishment of 
such institutions npon a safe and secure basis. It was foreseen 
that the demands of trade would seek and obtain a medium of 
exchange sutticient for its purposes elsewhere, if our own peo- 
Re were denied the privilege of supplying themselves, aud our 

tate would thus have been rendered tributary to others to the 
amount of the interest upon their paperemployed in our basi- 
mess transactions, which paper, besides the injustice Lo our peo- 
ple of paying interest for its use, might not, and would not have 

een as safe and secure as could be furnished by institutions 
created by our own authority, and subject to our Control. 

‘These considerations were urged successfully upon me and 
other members of that Legislature, we were convinced by them, 
and again urged them upon the body with equal success. 
Hence came the charter of the first of the new banks created 
in Maryland—which was granted the Legislature in the session 
of 1834-5; others followed at the succeeding session, called for 
by the growing wealth and commerce of the State, and created 
to supply our citizens with the requisite facilities; but they were 
never in excess, nor did they, nor could they, under their char- 
ters, make excessive issues of paper; of this tke late and pre- 
sent enviable condition of all the banks of that city is sufficient 

roof, Similar causes produced similar effects’ all over the 

Inion. Banks were multiplied every where; yet I do not ad. 
mit that there was any general excess in their issues of paper. 
My purpose is to show, and that, T think, is now apparent, at 
Jeast so far as my State is concerned, that the late and present 
Administrations cannot escape from their just responsibility to 
the people for the state of things now existing, by charging it 
Upon the creation of banks by the States, or tha excessive 
issues of those banks; for, if those things did exist, they were the 
consequence ofthe previous action of the Executive of this 
Union. The unwiseand improper interfere of the Administra- 
tion with the monetary affairs of the country, and the destruc- 
tion ef the Bank of the United States, was the causa causans 
of the whole. 

It has been said by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
STRANGE, ] that there was great commercial distress in England 
andelsewhere, aud he asks, with an air of triumph, who ipro- 
duced this? [answer that, to a very great extent, you did. In 
citing such facts and reasoning from them, in extenuation ofthe 
conductof the late administration, gentlemen are again assigning 
effects for causes or rather arguing from effects against causes. 
‘You lad, by your unwise policy, created an unnatural demand 
for coin ìn this country; your pernicious Treasury order was 
daily carrying off large sums against the course of trade, from 
points wherelt was necessary as a. basis of circulation, and for 
the adjustment of foreign balances, to points where it was 
worsethan useless; you had been draining England of her coin 
while you were largely her debtor; increasing, by importations 
of coin, instead of reducing by exportations, your debt to her: 
till, feeling the effects in her own necessary supply, your eredit 
there was checked to produce a return; your unnatural dsinand 
here to answer the avowed purposes of the specie circular, as 
well as that other and probably greater demand, occasioned by 
it, for poarding in anticipation of coming events, precluded the 
possibility of that return; your credit, as an inevitable con- 
sequence, was destroyed, and all theimmense amoun: of your 
foreign debt, which might have been kept afloat, and available 
tothe holders of your securities, till your products could have 
metit, by the timely payment of comparatively a small sum, fell 
at once a dead weight upon you and your foreign creditors, 
angthrough them upon all the ramifications of their business 
connections, commercial and manufacturing. Not only this, 
but your foreign trade was thereby totally suspended. ‘Could 
England fail to be embarrassed tea considerable extent by this 
sudden failure of her heavy debtor and largest customer? Could 
the commercial warld fail to be affected, directly or indirectly, 
by the sudden prostration and total derangement of so vast a 
trade as that carried on by this country? 

But T wili dwell no longer upon the causes of the present 
state of things, it is waste of time and words: so much was ne- 
cessary in reply to the gentleman (Mr. Ssrancz] who Jast pre- 
ceded me in the debate, The people know who havetwarred 
‘upon their currency, they know. who undertook to make it bet- 

-tery and now that it is ern igs having wimessed the strife, 


«they cannot be deceived-as to-the. parties chargeable with the 
destruction: And now, after you have produced all the distress 


Upon this point T¢an speak” 


eyes of the whole nation arë tured t 
you relief, what do you propose to 
this Sub-Treasury scheme! you: propose to divorce the: Go- 
vernment from the banks, and ‘husiiiess, and currency of@the 
country The people have caifed upon you for relief, and they. 
are repelled, and told they: inust take care of themselves;‘aad 


ie with intense anxiet 


that Government Will take care of itself! What, sir, separate” 


yourselves from the people! fiom your masters! Who and 
what are you, and by what authority sit you here in high 
places? 1 had thougitt you were kere as the agents of the peo- 
ple—that Government wasinstituted solely for the good of the 
people—that you held your commissions. from theim, and were 
here to promotetheir happiness and welfare! and yet you dis- 
regard their wants and suffering, ahd talk of your Sub-Treasu- 
ries, your vaults, and your caverns, and divorces. You have 
lunged the country, by your experimenting, into an agony of 
istress} i many places the industrious and laboring classes 
are suffering for breád, they cali to you for help, they cry thirst, 
and you give them “gall and vinegar to drink; you present 
them this bill to augment their distresses. But you say the 
people are apt to look to Government for too much, as the 
Message hasit. These are times of great distress and dificul- 
ty, dangers and embarrassments thicken on every side, the Go 
yernment must abandon the country to its fate and take care of 
itself, the head must be preserved though the body perishes. 
The attitude yot propose to assume reminds me of the ridicu- 
lous habit ascribed by Goldsmith to the ostrich. This bird, the 
largest of the feathered tribe, appears sometimes to be coura- 


goaded by erring 
Christians, by fanatics, and friends; and at another our passions 
are inflamed and feelings played upon by party politicians. No 
people are more alive upon this question than we are, none 
perhaps more determined in the course they will pursue in re 
lation toit; but we have been silent, our feelings are wrought 
to that point where true dignity imposed silence. We believe 
the great danger is in agitation, we know there are many 
reckless fanatics in the North, but wealso know there is much 
virtue, patriotish and intelligence there; and in that virtue, pa- 
trictism and intelligence we still have an abiding confidence. 
We rely upon these to holdin check and repress thé evil spi- 
tits among them. If they do this, we shall love them stil, 
and better thanbefore. Wedo not believe the dangers predict- 
edin other quarters are so imminent; we trust they will never 
come upon us; butif, contrary to our just hopes, extremes of 
evil should come, we cannot but brace ourselves to the storm, 
and meet it, when it comes, with fearless determination. Should 
the necessity ever arise, (which may Heaven in its mercy 
avert!) we shallin sadness take our stand under the Southern 
banner, but as determined as sad we shall abide there to the 
death. 

Such things have nothing to do with the inquiry as to the 
true extent of the powers of this Government upon this or any 
other occasion; the claim of power over this matter admits of 
no discussion. It cannot be inferred; and, if assumed, must 
be assumed over the ruins of the whole Constitution. I recog- 
nise not, then, the justice of such appeals; nor can I be ia- 
duced, under the influence of any apprehensions they may ex- 
cite, to g:ve such a strained construction to the Constitution as 
will defeat the beneficent ends jor which it was framed. The 
rights and irerests of each and every quarter of the Union are 
amply secured and fully protected by that instrument in its 
fair and full scope. I wise to see it operate to its legitimate 
end—the happiness and welfare of all. Extreme wict edness 
may pervert to the destruction of the country all or any of the 
vast powers expressly granted; but no one would say, we 
should therefore argue, from the possible abuse, against the ex- 
istence of the grant. When such a degree of depravity shail 
exist in the country, there will be but one remedy.. Modes of 
construction will give no security: We have yei, however, I 
trust, sufficient virtue and patriotism remaining to censtrue 
and administer the Constitution according to its true meaning 
and spirit, with a single eye to its beneficent designs. Dis- 


and suffering which itis admitted afMict the country, when the 4 
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classes; such as the power tó regulate commerce, th ë 
coin monty, and the like. “The classesiare specific, but given 
in concise and general terms, and given that: they-may. be exer: 
cised to certain-and:declared ends, namely, ‘the -Spromotion of 
the general welfare,” as stated to be the oject of the grant, in 
the preamble to the Constitution. Tow and by what means to 
be exercised, the particular grants are silent. “Che ‘things’ can- 
not be done withoutthe use of:-some means. . Where is the 
specific grant of means? Nowhere. How then do -you get 
the command of them? ‘They are incidental, or granted by the 
last clause of the articie containing these grants, (the Sth,) by 
which power is given to Congress “to make all lawe which 
shall be necessary and. proper for carrying into éxecution the 
foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitu- 
tion in the Government of the United States, or in any departe 
ment or office thereof. But this only. gives the means neces- 
sary and proper; and I have claimed the right to such as are 
most convenient and appropriate within the limits of- express 
rohibition. We must therefore inquire, what is the truce ‘niean- 
Ing of the words necessary and proper in the connection: in 
whieh they stand in that clause. ‘The word necessary ‘is. the 
stricter term} about the werd proper there canbe po dispute. 
I wilt therefore leave this, as equivalent to the term appropri- 
ate, and discourse only on the term necessary. “This word, as 
it stands in the clause quoted, must have its meaning explained 
in one or two ways: it either means indisperisably necessary, 
that is, something for which no équivalent or substitute ean be 
found, or it means something most convenient of conducive to 
the main object. That it does not mean indispensadly neres- 
sary, will, I think, be conceded, when it is recollected that. in 
the exercise of several of the powers, and in the performance 
of several of the duties of the Government, there are many dif- 
ferent means, any of which will answer the purpose, with. dif- 
ferent degrees of convenience; but there being several means, 
either of which would answer, neither is indispensablé:. Some 
one is indispensable, certainly; for, without some means, the 
power cannét be exercised, nor the duty be performed at’ all. 
But neither of several things can be considered indispensable, 
when either will answer the same end; because, dispensing 
with either, some other can be resorted to. The fadispen- 
sable necessity goes no farther than the adoption of si meone 
ofthe many means which may be adequate io the end; but in 
the selection between the several sorts of means capable uf an- 
swering the purpose, you can enly be governed by cousidera- 
tions of greater convenience and propriety. « Give the clause the 
construction contended for, admit that no partiewlar rm: 
be used unless it-be indispensadly necessary, and yo ; use 
none at all in cases where several diferent means exist; because 
whichever you select is not indispensably necessity, so Jong as 
there are others which could be used when the selected means 
are dispensed with. “Baas al 

Take, for example, the taxing power. What a variety of 
means there are of laying.and collecting taxes! Neither of 
these is indispensably necessary to the exercise of the power, 
foreither will answer. If, then, you can ese only suclr as is 
indispensably necessary; if you have no discretion, no right to 
select, you can use neither, and your power cannot be exercised. 
So of keeping and disbursing the publie money, the question 
now under consideration. This Sub-Treasury bill ig proposed 
as means; it is not indispensable, because “there ‘are’ other 
means of doing the same thing. ‘Tho State banks are tot indis- 
pensable for this purpose, because there are stiltether means by 
which it can be effected. Not at liberty to choose, restricted 
to the use of that mean only which is indispensable, there be- 
ing none such, you can use none, and the public money cannot 
be kept atall. Tt must sow be apparent that the wori necessuy y 
is not used in the strict and narrow sense contended fort anil at 
follows that the only and most restricted practical construction 
which can be given to this part ef the Constitution is, that 
Congress has power to adopt necessary ‘anil proper means of 
exercising the powers granted, and of performing the duties 
imposed upon it, and that, in the adoption of those means; they 
are to select such as are most convenient and appropriate: 

I mean not to contend, nor need I contend, for the broad con- 
struction of the terms “general welfare,” as used either in the 
preamble or the first clause of the Sth section of the Constitu- 
tion, against which the Senator has protested. F admit nay, I 
insist, they are limited by the subsequent specifications of pow- 
ers, and can justly be held to importna morethan a declaration 
of the end and object for which the specific grants ef power are 
to be used; in other words, they are declaratory of thenature of 
the trust. What I contend for is, that the several specie grants 
of powers carry along with them the right to use nectssary and 
proper means for their execution; and that these terme petes- 
sary and proper, as used in the Constitution, are not to Be, and 
cannot be, construed in a strict and narrow sense, but aré, as 
there used, within the express’ restrictions, equivalent:.to most 
convenient and appropriate. 1 shal! use, however, these terms 
general welfare in their declaratory sense, to deduce from them 
certain obligations of duty on the part of this Government in the 
selection of the most convenient and anproptiate means for’ex- 
ercising its specific powers. Of this hereafer 

Having now establishad the preliminary points, I recur to the 
particular objections to the cunstitttional power to pass the sub 
stitute for the bill, as urged-in the'arguimest of the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr Cataoun.] “He asserts, in the first. place, 
that this Government has no right, constitutionally, to make the 
contract or arrangemei with the banks for the safe-keeping of 
the public money, as proposed by the »-stimte;. and, holding 
up the Constitution, he demands tha specific grant of power 
to make this arrangement be shown. Now, in reply, I say i 
net claimed as a separate, independent power; it is claimed only 
as a mean incidental to the collection and disbursement of te- 
venue, and as such does most undoubtediy belong: 14 thie Go- 
vernment, and isa more convenient and appropriate mear of 
doing the same thing, namely, keeping and disbursing the pub- 
lic money, than this Sub-Treasury bill. The inquiry 3 ight be 
retorted, by asking where can be found. in ‘the Constit 
specification of the: power to establish all the mac t 
posed by this bili? “Nowhere; there are nosuch spei 
it can be claimed and exercised -only as intvidenial, Bi 
amd the only question is, whether it bea more convenient and 
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appropriate mean; and that it is not so convenient or appropri- 
ate as the arrangement proposed by the substitute will be ap- 
parent to any one who takes the trouble to inquire into the in- 
feriority of the security for the public money thereby afforded, 
and to reflect upon the fatal effects of its adoption upon the 
“general welfare” of the country. If we have not power to en- 
ter into this arrangement with the banks to use them as means 
of managing our fiscal concerns, unless a specific grant of pow- 
er to that effect can bo shown in the Constitution, whence comes 
the power to contract for carrying the mail, or to carry the mail 
atall? The Constitution gives you in terms simply the power 
“to establish post offices and post roads;”’ thatis all; and yet, un 
der this grant, you make contracts with individuals and corpo- 
rations lor carrying your mail, and have established all the im- 
mense machinery of the Post Office Department. Whence 
your power to make all the other thousand contracts, continual- 
ly being made for supplies of various sorts; and for the per- 
formance of various services for Government? All these, as 
well as the power to make the proposed arrangement with ihe 
banks, result to the Goverment as incidental to the several 
classes of powers to which they relate, and which are specifical- 
ly granted. They are necessary as means of executing those 
powers—are claimed and exercised on (hat ground; and if the 
power to use means not specified and detailed in the Constitu- 
tion for the administration of the granted powers, and per- 
formance of duties enjoined, are now to be denied, all the opera- 
tions of Government must come to asta. 

The Senator again denies the right to make general deposites 
of the public revenue in a bank, and quotes in support of this 
position, the cla: next the last in the O:h section, first article 
of the Constitution, which is in these words: “No money shall 
be drawn from the Treasury, but in cousequence of appropria- 
tions made by law; and a regular statement and account of the 
receipts and expendstrres of all public money shall be publish. 
ed from time to time.” How is a general deposite of the pub. 
lic money in a bank an infraction of ihis clause? When we 
make a deposite in bank,a general deposite, we are puting 
money into the Treasury, not drawing it ow. Ne expenditure 
of the money isthereby made or authorized. Itis placed there 
for safekeeping, is passed to the credit of the Government on 
the books of the bank, and so remains until 1 rawi Ont or 
ilisbursetl in consequence of appropriatious neede by duw; or is 
transferred to some more convenient poi .t for the purpose of 
being:so disposed of. The bank is your agentto keep safely, 
aad return whenever called upon lawfully, the money deposited 
with itr itis always there and always subject to your order, and 
therefore always in the Treasury. Belog in bauk it is not 
separated from the business and trade of the country, but in- 
stead of lying dead and uscless to every body until wanted in 
the course of your ex itures, they so keep it as to make it 
in tho interval useful and conducive to the general good; yet 
it isnot drain from the Treasury or expended. The terms 
drawn from the Treasury as used in the clause quoted, signi. 
fy plainly to expend, to part with, to appropriate in payment, 
or otherwise apply on Government account; and the whole 
clauscis intended merely as a restraint upon the dirbursement 
of the public money. And can asum of money be said to be 
disbursed which stands to your credit on the books of a solvent 
bank? Certainly not; itis in the Treasury. All money of the 
Government, inthe hands or custody of any agent who may be 
appointed to {ake care of and keep if, is in the Treasury, a 
term not used to designate a particular place or buildmg, but 
the treasure actually in the possession of Government and its 
agents, subject to disvurserm Bat it is argued the banks 
discomnt upon these d ind they are therefore drawn 
from the Treasury. W i 
counts made by the b 
your money 
subject to your order 
deposites they do lend more to their customers than they other- 
wise would? Tt is their own affair, and whether they keep the 
funds intrusted to them in vaults, or in the hands of their cus- 
tomers, it camot be said to amount to an expenditure of the 
public money, or any infraction of the clause of the Constitu- 
tion qhoted; they are responsible for the safety of the money, 
however or wherever they may keep it, and it is stillso mach 
to your credit in their hands as your agents, subject to the order 
of Goverament for disbursement, aad therefore in the Treasu- 
ry, not drawn from it, Tam not now to the Hiability 
of banks to dim a their securi depositories by 
too great an extonsion of tt is another ques- 
tio What I havo said unts or loans 
made by banks In wh deposited do not 
amount toa drawing of money from the Treasury, If a remo- 
val from any pa fee place, or ir mn hand to hand 
af the money of the Government, he to draw money from the 
"Sreasury, then all your transfers f iace to place as conve- 
rience may require fur e disbursement, are unconstitu- 
tional. ‘fhen, when money is ce collected, it must never be 
touched or r lon any pretence whatever, either to provide 
for its grea sore y other purpose, “but in conse- 
quence of appropriations made Jaw.” Buch a construction 
can never obtain, and, until it docs, our rightto make general 
deposites of the public revenue in banks remains unquestiona- 
dle, been hitherto unquestioned, 

I isagain argued by the Senator (Mr. Canuoun] as another 
eaustitutional objection to the substitute, that this Government 
has no right to treat hank notes as money in its fiscal transac- 
tions. and impart to chem receivability in payment ofits dues. 
tt isdifficult io meet and combat in argument a proposition so 
plainly untenable, andso contrary to all our habits of thought, 
and the astomed course of things This position needs but 
tobe siated, it scems to me, to be rejected; yet it has been 
eamestly and mi eloquently ried and reasoned upon by 
the Senator. Js it not necessarily incident to the power to lay 
and colloct taxes, that yon should prescribe the medium in 
which payment isto be made? Ts that medinm any where pre- 
scribed in the Constitution? Does the Constitution any where 
say that you shall receive nathing but silver and gold in the 
pey ment of dres to Government? And when you by law require 
that nothing but silver and cell shall be received in such pay 
ment, ate you not prescribing a medium of payment, and exer- 
ising the very power you: weuld be exercising if you autho- 
rized the receipe of bank paper, or any t else? Does it not 
sirike the mind of every man with ip ble force, that the 
creditor to whom a debt is payable, be that creditor a natural 
person, or bor porate or poliuc, may at pleasure relax the 
rigor. of ihe o on upon the debtor, and receive a payment 
that whicirit-is more convenient for the debtor to pay. 1 agree 
that equal justice requires that all contributions made by num 
bers of persons for a common purpose should be regulated by 
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principles of equality, and should be paid by all ina medium 
of equal value. It is in conformity to this principle of equal 
justice that your Constitution requires your taxes to be uniform 
throughout the United States. ’ 

But this doce not prove that you cannot receive bank notes in 
payment of those taxes; it only proves that, if received, you 
must see that such as you do receive in one place are equally 
valuable with those received in another; an: equality of value 
which I shall presently attempt to show does not, and will not, 
exist, even in your gold and silver coin itself, at different points, 
unless you perform what I consider one of your most impor- 
tant dunes, namely, to regulate the currency and exchanges of 
the country. Butthe Senator argues that ifbank. notes are re- 
ceived, the Government might, upon the same principle, select 
tobacco asa medium of payment to itself, and thence deduce 
the right to regulate that staple in various ways. They could 
not, under that pretence, claim the right to regulate the article 
any further than they imparted receivability to itin payment of 
their dues, that is, they might prescribe the quality and condi- 
tion of the article itself, and the weight, size, shape, and mate- 
rial of the hogshead or package which they would receive, but 
there their power wouid end; they could not assume any con 
trol over, nor regulate, in any way, that which the producers 
might see fit to dispose of otherwise; and so far from being 
alarmed at the suggestion that Government might make tobacco 
the medium for the payment ol the public dues, I am disposed 
to think the planters in Maryland (to whom the payment of 
taxes in tobacco is not a new idea) would have no sort of objec- 
tion to such a regulation. As one ofthem, Isay for myself, L 
should be glad of it, for it would occasion an increased demand 
for our commodity, and of course render it more profitable to 
the grower. 

Tue Senator says it is unconstitutional to receive bank 
notes in payment of public dues. I doubt not such is sincerely 
his opinion, or he would not have advanced it; and such being 
his opinion, though J difer with him, I claim on that ground, 
hig vote against this Sub-Treasury bill. He would not, cer- 
tainly, knowingly vote for an unconstitutional measure; and 
he conscientiously believes it to be unconstitutional to receive 
bank notes in payments to the Treasury; he cannot, therefore, 
vote for any law authorizing their reception, and has urged 
earnestly, in debate, that objection to the substitute. Now, this 
very Sub-Treasury bill contains a provision in the 23d section 
authorizing or permitting the receipt of bank notes in payment 
of portions of the public dues, forsix years to come; he cannot, 
therefore, consistently with his own position, assumed in this 
very debate, vote for this bill; and although he may, on that 
and other grounds, vote against the substitute, he must on that 
ground, at least, vote with me against the bill. For constitu- 
tonal principles are stubborn things, and cannot be mae to 
yield to considerations of expediency: when a proposition is 
once admitted or proved to be unconstitutional, there is, or 
ought to be, au cud of it 

Having now disposed of all the constitutional objections 
which have been urged, I pass to the affirmative proposition, 
that it is the imperative duty of this Government to sce that 
the country is provided witha currency, sound, safe, and well 
regulated. This obligation, or duty, on the partof the Govern- 
ment, is now denied by tie dominant party, and though claim- 
ed and acted upon by the late Administration, throaghout its 
whole career, it is now proposed to repudiate it by the bill be- 
fore the Senate; and the people of the country are, we are told, 
in this respect, to take care of themselves, Government can do 
nothing. I assert this obligation as resulting from the very na- 
ture ard object ofour Union as wellas being indispensable to 
(he performance of several of the duties expressly imposed by 
the Constitution. By the tenth section of the first article of the 
Constitution, power over these matters is prohibited to the 
States. They are forbidden tu “coin money; emit bills of cre- 
dit; make any thing but gold and silver a tender in payment of 
debts;” and by a previous clause of that instrument (the 5thof 
the Sih section) power is given to Congress “to coin money, and 
regulate the value thereoi,”? &c, ‘Thus the whole subject is, 
by express words, taken from the States and vested in this Go- 
vernment. For what purpose was this done? Plainly and ob- 
viously for the sake of uniformity throughout the country, and 
to avoid the evils and inconveniences to the whole people of 
currencies local and of unequal values. 

By the clause of the Constitution last quoted, you are autho- 
rized and required to regulate the value of money. How is 
thisto be done? Can it be possible that any one will contend 
tha: Unis duty is fulfilled by fixing the denominations of your 
coin, and prescribing the proportions of alloy and pure metal, 
of which each piece shali consist? These are not the sole tests 
ofits value, they afford proof to every one who receives a 
piece of your coin of a particular denomination, aud stamped 
an a particular way, of the quantity of constituent materials 
in that piece; but its value is not thereby regulated; the value 
may, and dais, notwithstanding this, vary with change of cir- 
cumstances. This is the mere coinage, not the regulation of 
the valne of your money. You are required to do beth, “to 
coin money and regulate the value thereof.” This last you 
cannot do without regulating the whole currency, every thing 
which circulates and is used as money, and bringing the whole 
to sume fixed and uniform standard, 

k is the money value of your coin you are required to regu- 
late by the Constitution; the words being “to coin money and 
regulate the value thereof”? The value of bullion you have no 
authority to regulate, and could not regulate, had you the autho- 
rity and disposition to make the attempt; that depends upon the 
markets of the world, and must be leit te be regulated by them. 
But the value of your money, coin and paper, you not only bave 
the authority to regulate, but you are expressly enjoined to re- 
gulate it, Tothisend, ample and varions means are at your 
command, and it is precisely because you do not and will not 
perform this duty, that your coin does not now circulate as mo- 
ney, and is used slnply as an article of merchandise; and this 
condition of things will continue to exist, and all the attendant 
evils and inconveniences will progressively increase, until this 
Government shall abandon its present pernicious policy, and 
exercise the power with which it was clothed for the beneficial 
purpose of furnishing to this whole Republic a uniform stand- 
ard of value, Ihave already stated that the value of your coin 
cannot be regulated or rendered uniform for purposes of money 
or currency unless the paper, or that which circulates along 
with it, and pei forms the same functions, be also regulated. It 
being your duty to regulate the value of money, it follows, even 
if it is admitted that bank notesare not money, yet being in fact 
a part of the currency, and performing the functions of nioney, 
you mustregulate them. You will not, accomplish this by ef 
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now easily be restored to the condition of convertibility into” 
coin, at the pleasure of the holder, and a near approximation to 
uniformity soon follows. ‘To complete the work, domestic ex- 
changes must be regulated, and to this the local banks are nat 
and cannot be made fully competent. Again: it_has been ar- 
ued, and especially by the Senator from ‘North Carolina, (Mr. 
STRANGE, j) that taxes are required by the Constitution to be uni- 
form, and hence he draws conclusions in favor of the passage 
of this billand a purely metallic currency. It is with this'as 
with several other of the constitutional positions assumed on the 
other side. . Far from furnishing an arguinent in their favor, it 
fortifies our views of the question, and illustrates the utter in- 
compatibility with the genius, powers, and duties of this Go- 
vernment, of the measures now proposed, and the results to 
which they inevitably lead. The bill contemplates the ultimate 
receipt of nothing bui gold andsilver coin in payment of public 
duas, and leaving the paper currency of the country to time, 
chance, and accident. The paper of the banks, then, may con- 
tinue to circulate, at variously depreciated rates, in different 
quarters, as chance or accident may direct; se long as it conti- 
nues inconvertible, there will be no coin in circulation with it, 
Coin, used or bought and sold in the market, ag bullion, will be, 
like other mercantile commodities, subject to the usual fluctua- 
tions of price, occasioned by the relations existing at the time 
and place, between demand and supply. There being none in 
circulation as money, the Government debtor will have to go 
intothe market whenever a payment to Government is to be 
made, to purchase, at whatever priceit is to be obtained, (most 
probably ata price suddenly advanced in consequence, if his 
payment is large, of the demand created by his own wants,) 
the amount of dollars he has to pay. And thus it may, and 
will happen, that on the same day one debtor to Government 
will be compelled to pay twenty-five per cent. more for a given 
amount due to Government, in one quarter ofthe country, than 
his fellow debtor will have to pay for the same amount In ano- 
ther. This will be an admirable specimen of the uniformity of 
faxation ! g i 

But suppose the other effect is produced by the bill, of which 
I shall speak presently, namely, the destruction ofall banks, and 
that you have a purely metallic currency only: will your taxes 
then be collected in amedium of uniform value? Will not that 
uniformity be destroyed by the unsettled and ever-varying rates 
of exchange? and the inequality be exactly in proportion as the 
rate of exchange with other quarters of the country is favorable 
or otherwise to the place where payment is made? So, in neither 
event an this requisition of the Constitution be complied with, 
if the measure proposed is adopted. _ Se 

Again; itis made by the Constitution the duty of this Go- 
yernment “to regulate commerce with foreign vations, and 
among the several States.” Can this duty be fulfilled without 
so regulating the actual currency, the great nerve of com. 
merce, as to give to it a fixed, steady, and uniform value 
througheut the whole country? Can commerce be regulated, 
can its operations be equal, fair, and just, unless the chief in- 
strument for carrying it on, the medium of exchange and pay- 
ment, be of uniform value? Why were the States forbidden 
by the Constitution to pass tenderjaws, or eny laws impairing 
the obligation ofcontracts, but that such acts on their part might. 
disturb values and impede the just and fair operations of com- 
merce among the States? And will not local, unregulated, 
and variously depreciated currencies have the same pernicious 
effect? E s 

The duty “to regulate commerce among the several States, 
implies, in my judgment, that you should regulate, control and 
adjust its operations according to the principles of justice and 
equity. That you should take care, by this regulation, that the 
citizens of every t ta e should be enabled to obtain each his fair 
and just proportion of the benefits and advantages derivable 
from the sale or exchange of their several productions and 
commodities to or with the citizens of another, State, without 
unequal burdens or discrimina'ing charges of avy kind; that 
persons carrying on this commerce shat] not be deprived or 
robbed of any portion of the value of their com:mocities, eller 
by the directaction of the State authority, or by any contriv- 
ance of sharpers, shavers, or money deal rs, cperating with or 
upon unsound, depreciated currencies, unregulated exchang:s, 
and th Jike. ‘To the end that this regulation, this equalization 
of the benefits and advantages of commerce ameng the sever | 
States mightbe secuvedtoall, the States themselves have con- 
sented to be shorn of portions of their sovereign power, have 
parted with their authority over the subject, and placed it in 
your hands as the common agent of all, to be exercised for the 
common object. It may be said that this duty of the Govern- 
nent isfulfited so Jong as the States abstain, or are prevented 
from encumbe ing this commerce by discriminating “axes or 
the like; but, lask what essential difference does it make to 
the farmer, or other producer of a marketable commedity, 
whether he paysten ortwenty per cent. by way of tax directly 
to the § a's in which he sells, or through which he carries his 
produce to market, or pays the same amount to sharpers, swind- 
ters, or shavers, unter the names ef discounts upon the currency’ 
or differences of exchange? [should think he would more wil- 
linaly submit to a discriminating tax impored by State autko- 
rity, because that wou d general'y be known, fixed, and certain 
and therefore be a matier in reference to which he coukl make 
his calculations before he left his home; but the charges of 
shavers and exchange brokers are always uncertain and varia- 
ble: u ings about which no calculations can be made before- 
hand, and Jiabie to be increased in proportion to the necesstiles 
of those having to submit to them, ‘To regulate commerce 
among the several States, then, fo perform that duty according 
io the spiritand object with which it wasgiven y: uin charge, 
you must, as means, regulate and give uniformity of value to 
t | currency of the country; without ths, you cannot 
justice,” and you will stop short of the effectuation 
of one great goad contemplated by the institut'on of this Go. 
verninent. Lthinkit may now be fairly arsumed, from all that 
has becn said, of the duty on the part of this Government “to 
reculate the value of money,” to see that “taxes shall be uni- 
form throughout the United States,” and “to regulate com- 
merce among the several States,” that itis a cuty imposed by 
each and al} of these to regulate the actual curren: y of the coun- 
try, and io take care that itissound, safe, and of uniform value, 
asa necessary meas, without whichneither of those ex. ress 
grants of power can be faithfully exercised, to the utfainment 
of the ends designed. 

Let us now inquire how it is proposed to fulfil this duty. The 
bill under discussion, far from attempting to fulfil it, is an ex- 
press abandonment of it altogether. Tt (the bill) presposes not 
only to do nothing for the country and the people, but to de 
worse than nothing. Its principles and policy, if car ied out 
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must have the effect of greatly augmenting existing difficulties 
and distresa, and of rendering the present confusion in the ex- 
changes and currency of the country more confounded. It will 
destroy what remains of credit and confidence; it will either re- 
mové from circulation entirely all bank paper, ana force the 
country through scenes. of ruin and suffering, of which what 
now exists is but a faint and distant outline, to a purely metal- 
lic currency. Or, should the necessities of the people compel 
a continuance among them of the use of bank paper as a cur- 
rency, the resumption of specie payments by the banks must 
be postponed to somo, period beyond the continuance of such a 
policy; for it is idle to think of banks resuming specie payments, 
and continuing to do business in the face of the discredit thus to 
be thrown upon them by the Government, and the factitious 
value imparted to coin by its exclusive receivability in pay- 
ment of public dues. Commerce must languish, droop, and 
perish, and with commerce will sink also manufactures and 
agriculture; tor commerce circulates the products of hoth, gives 
them value, and brings to those employed in these pursuts the 
fair rewards of their toil andindusiry. Without her aid what 
becomes of the surplus produc af the fermer aud p er? 
They perish; they rot upon his hands; they bring no additional 
comfort or enjoyiment to himsel or his family. Reaping no re- 
ward, how soon wiil the farmer cease to cultivate more than 
enough of those things which his farm wili produce than are 
necessary for hisown consumption? The same cause will have 
the same effect upon the exertions of the mechanic and the ma- 
nufacturer. Whata beautiful state of things! Flow rapidly 
we shail be approaching the golden age, hard money, and bar- 
barism ! 

Efforts have been made to excite prejudices against merchants 
and manufacturers; appeal after appeal has been made to~the 
agriculturists, to the cultivators of the soil, in favor of this mea. 
sure, and they are to be taught to believe that there exists be- 
tween them and the other classes of society, especially the mer- 
chants and manufacturers, hostile or adversary interests. Iam 
an agricalturist; I live and support my iamily exclusively by 
cultivating the earth; and ne one could have his motives of 
interest and duty to guard that interest with scrupuious care than 
myself; yet, far from saying that commerce and manufactures, 
or commercial men, are to be viewed as hostile tothe farmera 
interests, I can view them only as co-laborers with Lim—as in- 
dispensable assistants, 

Why was the regulation of commerce so carefully provided 
for in the Constitution? The framers of that instrument were, 
for the most part, agriculturalists; the greatinterest of the coun- 
try at that day, as at this, was, and is, agricultural; and the regu 
Jation of commerce was provided for, because it was essential 
to that great interest that itshould be carried on, and essential 
to the protection of the farmer that it should be regulated. ‘The 
policy of this bill abandons that regulation in a wos: essential 
particular, and it is by want of the performance of this duty te 
regulate, that farmers may expect to suffer. Commerce and 
manufactures are handmaidys of agriculture, and among the 
strangest of the many strange things of the present day, are the 
unreasonable jealousies and prejudices excited against those 
who carry them on, and especially against the merchants, a class 
of men, (and itis as a class only that I speak of them,) who are 
the agents and servants ef the other great classes of society, 
chiefly of the farmers and cultivators of the soil; men whose 
best interest it is to serve us faithfully and well, who grow with 
our growth and strengthen with our strength; who live by minis- 
tering to our wants, and who, in this country, have, by their 
skill, their high honov and great enterprise, been the wonder and 
amazement of the world. 

Manufaciures, too, have been denounced. Yes, sir, we were 
gravely told the other day by the Senator from North Carolina, 
iMr. STRANGS,} that the country was not benefitted by manu- 
factures, i didnot at first believe my ears, until the Benator 
repeated his remark with emphasis, What, the country not 
benefitted) by manufactures! Would the Senator have us go 
back to a state of absolute barbarism? The country not bene- 
fitted by manufactures! Not benefitted by the conversion of 
the crude elements around us into the comforts, conveniences, 
and eajoyments of life! Would the Senator have us import 
from abroad our bricks and lime for buiiding? our tar, turpen- 
line, and lumber, of which, where I live, we get a great deal 
from Nonth Carolina, and we are very glad to get it, tuo, think- 
ing ourselves benefitted thereby; and I apprehend the people of 
North Carolina think themselves henefitted hy supplying us, or 
théy would not do so? Would he have us.go bare-headed and 
bare-footed, except as we could purchase hats and shoes from 
foreign countries! Would ite have us ride bare-backed, or go 
bare-backed ourselves, except as we could procure saddles or 


coats from foreign countries? Would-be have the farmer, the | 


cultivators of the earth, depend upon foreign countries for their 
ploughs, their hoes, and other implements? Were this the case, 
1 fear there would be but little hope of ever creating such a 
balance of trade in our favor as would bring specie enough into 
the country to supply the Sub-Treasury vaults. I say nothing 
about protective tariffs; whether the country is benefitted by 
high rates of protective duties is one question; whether it is or 
has been benefitted by manufacturesis another and a very dif- 
ferent question. Strange as all these things may appear, they 
ate not half eo strange or startling as other effects to be produ- 
céd by this bill. It is by some contended that it is to produce a 
return to an exclusive metallic currency, and such a return, itis 
affirmed, will be beneficial to the poor men of the country. 
There could not be a greater error; in proportion as you reduce 
the whole amount of circulating medium, you depress the price 
of labor and ail the products of industry; and he benefits by such 
sperations who already has large sums of money hoarded, not 
he who has it to acquire by labor. The wealthy capitalist will 
benefit by a destruction of all currency but gold and silver coin, 
not the smali farmer or laboring man. When yon shall have 
banished from circuiation three-fourths of the present currency, 
it will be as difficult to obtain one dollar as it new is, or lately 
was, to obtain four. The farmer must consequently give four 
times as much of the preducts of his industry, the sinews and 
muscles of the laboring man must be strained four times as hard 
to earn a dollar as befure. And to whose benefit does this ad- 
ditional labor and toil enure? To the benefit of him who has his 
hoards of goid, the wealthy capitalist and the salaried officer! 
The Senator from North Carolina who first addressed the Se- 
nate (Mr. Brown] stated that in resisiing this Sub.'Treasury 
bill, we were contending for the interesis of the banks, and 
and agains, the interests of the people. The reverse is our po- 
sition, . We are struggling to shield and save the people and 
thair inieresis. Ic is adinitted that the dett due by the peopie of 
the cauntry lo the banks at this time is abou: four hundred 
and seventy-five millions'ef dollars. Suppose by this bill you 
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drive from circulation all bank paper, 
Taduced four-fifths, if. not 


currency will of course be thereby... fg 
much more, in amount.. What e) so great a reduction of 
the ordinary supply of money, or circulation, isto have upon. 


prices of all kinds, none can tell; -but most certainly it wil re 
But grant that they. 


duce them ina much greater proportion. 
will be reduced only inthe same proportion, say three-fourths, 
then it will require three. timesas much of the property and tła- 
bor of the people to pay the debi-to the banks, as it now would, 


or as was contemplated. when the debt was. contracted;. or /in at 


other words, the debt. to the:banks will in.effect be reduced. 
fourteen hundred and- twenty-five millions; for property now 
worth that sum will be required to pay the debt it.sold at.the 
reduced rates. The banks will have a rich harvest: truly, in- 
their collections. They will be amply compensated for being 
compelled to cease their operations, by being enabled to appro- 
priate to their own usethe fruits of the honest industry of. the 
country for years anf years back,in the shape of improved 
farms, com.-ortable buildings, and other property, sold to satis- 
fy small arrears due by the oppressed and ruined debtors, 
Who are these debtors? Notthe rich and wealthy, they are on. 
the other side of the account. The debtors are the men of 
limited means; the snall farmers, the industrious, the active 
and enterprising portiens ofthe community; you annihilate the 
currency, you compel the banks to collect the debts due them 
in coin, and wide-spread and incalculable ruin must be the con- 
sequence. Andyetweare told, that we who would arrest all 
this, whoare striving to prevent it, are sustaining the banks 
against ihe people. 

No, sir, it ig not the banks that are to suffer; it is not for them 
or their interests we are contending. They will profit by being 
forced to collect their debis under such circumstances. The 
moneyed capitalists, too, will be the great gainers, of whom 
many an one now sits watching the progress of this bill, like a 
vultnre upon his perch, ready to pounce upon the covey be- 
neath, . 

Pass the bill; then will be their time, and the great body of 
the people must become victims.. Deep, indeed, must be the 
delusion of these who svill not believe the yeomanry of this 
country have intelligence enough to anderstand, and, under- 
standing, have courage enough indignantly to denounce the 
whole scheme. But we are toid as the bank paper is with- 
drawn from circulation, specie will flow in to supply its place. 
Will it; from whence? Will any body give it to you? No; 
then you must buy it; you must give an equivalent for it. 
Where are your meansto purchase the vast amount required to 
supply all your circulation and to maintain values, when your 
bank paper shall have been all destroyed? The supply, if ob- 
tained atali, must come from foreign countries. -The quantity 
you will require isnot less than three hundred millions of dol- 
lars, 
fora year or two back, and see what surplus yon have, or are 
likely to have, wherewith to purchase, and cause to flow in this 
immense amount of specie. By the report ofthe Secretary of 
the Treasury, it appears. that the amount of imports into the 
country for 1836, was $189,980,035, from which we must deduct 
the amount of foreign merchandise exported, amounting to 
$21,746,360, and there remainsas the amount ofimports from 
foreign countries, and entering into the consumption of this 
country, the sum of $168,233,675. ‘The amount of our demes- 
tic productions, exported during the same year, by same report, 
is $106,916,680, so you fell in arrears $61,316,995; and making 
the most liberal allowances for profits on trade, differences in 
reduction, etc. you were still in debt for your supplies, and had 
cerzainly nothing left to buy specie with that year. Jn 1837, by 
same reponit, your imports from foreign countries amounted to 
$140,852.980.° Deduct as before amount of foreign merchandise 
exported $21,722,861, and you have $129,139,1]9 as the amount 
of foreign importations entering into domestic consumption in 
this year. Your exports of domestic produce of all sorts 
amounted to $95,183,199, leaving you in debt for this year also, 
apparently tv the amount of $33,946,920, so that you had not, 
make every allowance for profits, etc. any thing in the year 1637 
either, to purchase specie with. From this it appears that the 
amount of domestic products must begreatly increased, or the 
habits of our people so altered as to dispense with the use of a 
large part of the toreign productions they have been accustomed 
to use and enjoy, before we can have any surplus to purchase 
specie to fill up the channels of our circulation. How many 
years it will take so to inerease our domestic productions or 
alter the habits of our people it is impossible to tell; but if you 
suppose, and it is an extravagant supposition, rendered doubly 
so by the severe trial the country will be passing through, that 
by self-denials and hard work we so manage as to reduce our 
consumption and increase our surplus production one-half the 
whole amount of our consumption of foreign imports for 1837, 
or sixty millions annually, and apply this whole diffrence to 
the procurement of specie, it will require five years to obtain 
the amount necessary; Jong before the expiration of which time, 
the collection of debts will have done its work of ruin upon all, 
however industrious or meritorious, who now owe even smail 
balances. Andafter the country shall have passed through all 
this, the suffering and injustice shall all have been endured, and 
you have your supply of gold and silver, what warrant have you 
that it willabide with you? None whatever. The first change 
in the tide of foreign commerce, the first extraordinary demand 
that future occurrences may occasion for it abroad, will carry it 
away more rapidly than it came. i 

It hasbeen said by some Senators, and particularly by the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. ©aznocn,] that the biil 
will wot destroy the banks or banknotes but will leave them 
still te circulafe asjocal currency. Upon that I have before 
commented, and will here only addthat such cannot be the 
case under the operation of this bill, unless necessity forces 
them to circulate, as at present, an irredeemable, inconvertible 
paper money, subject to all the evils of excessive augmenta- 
tion, various degrees of depreciation, insecurity, and injustice, 
before pointed out. What then is to be done? Restore the 
credit system—restore to the country a sound, safe, aad regu- 
lated paper medium of uniform value, and always converuble. 
into gold or silver, at the pleasure of the holder—restore that 
which we had, andof which we havebeen deprived by along 
series of unwise and pernicious experiments. . ©: ase the war 
upon the banking institutions of the country, extend to them 
the smiles of confidence, Jet them operate to their legitimate 
ends, namely, to give to credit, within safe limits, the advan- 
tages of capital—to give to Intelligence and Industry, theugh 
coupled with poverty, the means of acquiring independence. 


“We want nutan exclusive specie currency, it is unsuited to our 


condition, unsuited to our wide extended country. Ils expen- 
siveness in counting-the tranamission is toe burdensome—its 


-last twenty years. 


Let us look at the amount ef your exports and imports - 


taker: the pains to make eome calculations upon thi nis 
will state them... Assuming three for one to be, Sodor ordioary. 


circumstances, a- safe relatien between bank issues. 

talic basis. upon which they rest, and this. appear be gen 
erally admitted.to be correct, let-us suppose $400,000,000 to. be 
the amount of circulating medium. required: by: the 
then, if you‘use paper, properly. regulated, you wit. require 
only 160,000,000 of coin; the other three hundred millions is |: 
made up of paper which cesta the copntry nothing. is.: ? 

To the country, then, there isa saving of the interest upon 
these $300,000,000; calculate this interest at six per cent. per 

in, and compound it only once ina year, (a. rate much 
' than the.actual accumulations from capital employed 
vest ofthe active pursuits of onr.country,)and you have, in 
the’ course of twenty-five years,. the enormous. sum. of 
$74,478,055, as the amount saved in interest only, by the use 
ofa mixed currency, though regulated and kept always con- 
vert:ble into cain; a sum which, immense as it is, will cease to 
astonish when we look around upon the country. and behold: 
whathave been the practical effects of the system during. the 
The effects of the proposed wise policy of 
employing the dearest of all materiais to effect purposes which. 
can-be as well or better effected by much cheaper means, of ins. > 
dulging a ridiculous fondness for the glitter and jingle. of gold 
and silver, ¥ willillustratein another. way: suppose two per- 
sons, I will say two young farmers, (because I like them, they 
are of my own kind,) haye each five thousand dovars.,. The 
one in furnishing his house chooses-to lay out his fire thousand 
doilavsin gold and silver plate; his tea services and. his: dinner 
ices, his salvers and his candlesticks, all of precious metal, 
and beautiful, and’yaluaole certainly, and they are 
„too. The other having no such inordinate desire to have 
silver and gold always before his eyes, supplies himself for ‘all 
these purposes. with the materials of glass and crockery: in. 
commen use, and which answer the purpose equally wall; and”. 
many of them better, and deducting. their cost from ‘his, five: 
thousand dollars invests the balance in trade, in. productive: 
siocks, or another farm; observe the difference in their, situa- 
tions after the expiration of twenty years. The. first still has 
plate,a litle worn and somewhat lighter than at first, but he 
stil! has jt, and if not diminished it is certainly not increased in 
value, nor has it produced him any thing, though it has served 
the purposes for which he procured it all the time. ` The other.: 
has the farm he purchased, itself probably giore than doubled © 
in value, and an accumulation of annual profits, at least two 
or three times greater than the worth of the plate. Your gold 
and silver gentleman will find, in the language of Dr, Franklins 
that he has paid preuy “dearly for his whistle;’ and se: shall: - 
we if we are brought to a purely, metallic currency. Seton, 

Thata mixed. currency can be rendered safe and much more ` 
useful ard convenient than one purely metallic needs, no argu- 
ment to prove; nor need I reply to the argument that the banks 
are a heavy tax upon the community. He who borrows money- 
from a bank, and, using their notes, bays an interest for them,’ 
pays no more than the lawful equivalent for the benefit: or-ser- 
vices rendered him. The notesaré more convenient to him, 
answer his purposes as well or better than metal, and the 
whole country isa great gainer by dispensing with the uee of. 
so much coin, A paper medium, to, be safe, must. be always. ° 
convertiiile into coin, at the pleasure of the holder.. : To pre- 
serve this convertibility, the proportion of coin to the amount 
ef issues should never be less. than as one to three, to be ine 
creased, however, according to the indicia furnished by. the 
rates of foreign exchange; issues, too, can. always-be guarded ` 
with certainty from excess, by: reference (o demands for coin, 
and the effects of such issues upon domestic prices, when com- 
pared with relative prices in the commercial world; any genes 
ral tendency to speculative rise in prices indicating a redun- 
dant circulation, Such a medium, soguarded and preserved, 
resting upon sufficient. capital, and in sufficient quantity toef 
fect the great exchanges of the country, would relieve from the 
evils and inconveniences of either paper or coin, used separate’ 
ly, and exclusively, and secure all the advantages of. both. ‘Jt 
would be an immense saving to. the country, in time andin mo- 
ney ; it would equalize and give uniformity. to valnes and èx- 
changes, being itselfof uniform value, circulating every. where, 
and capable of quick, easy, and safe trnasmission. "To have 
such a medium, there must be a common reguiation, itself well 
and certainly regulated by laws vigilanuly and wisely adminis- 
tered; perhaps one of its safest guards would be. a limitation 
upon is profits, removing temptation to excess. We have been 
forewarned, however, that there is no hope forsuch a currency, 
under the present Administration!!. Ihave te choose now be- 
tween the substitute offered by the Senator from, Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,}and the bill. Ishall certainly vote. for the substitute, 
And here let me pause, to pay a just tribute to the honorable 
mover of that substitute, and its chief advocate, the Senator 
from New York, (Mr. Tarumanes.}] They are entitled to, and. 
will receive, the thanks ofa grateful country, fortheir indepen- 
dent and patriotic course in presenting and sustaining it. They 
have stood here during this debate as good and great men, strog- 
gling, not with “the storms of fate,” but with the.storms of 
party. Their country will remember it. 

I shall give my vote in favor of this. substitute, because it 
holds out something of hope and promise tothe country. 1 
doubt its suficiency. Ido not think it equal to. the exigencies 
of the times, burit will, at least, do-some good; instead of with- 
ering pow ìt proposes to extend the smiles of confidence. to 
the moneyed itutions ‘of the land; it repudiates the idea of a 
divorce, of a separation of the Government in its fiscal transac- 
dons from the currency and business ofthe people, Jt mani- 
fests a solicitude for, a sympathy witk the people, in the present 
deranged anc cmbarrassed state of their circulating medinm. 
Possibly, the creat resources and energies of eur people way 
enable the bu s and commerce of the country to revive un- 
der if, and specie payments. to be partially resumed, but ii en 
never supply the great desideratum—a safe and stable cur 
rency of.uniform value for the. whole country. This itis the 
duty of Government, by the proper exercise of its: powers to 
provide, and without the use of which, as a necessary means, 
they cannct execute their trust according to Hs patire aad 
spirit. They cannot so exercise their granted powers, an; withe 
out tauscendicg prescribed limits. to make the: whole tend in 
se.0 the promotion of the Sgeneral welfare. 
ent, I have now. most imperfectly. performed my. : 
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duty upon this occasion. Thave omitted mirch that f intended 
to have said, and much of what Ihave said kas probably been 
better said by those who have preceded me in the debates and 
all, and more than all I have omitied, will be better :aid by 
those who are to follow me, than it could have been by myself. 

have trespassed much longer upon the Senate than I sup- 
posed I should; they will pardon mefor that. Thave announced 
my purpose in relation to the questions before us, and I have 
given my reasons for it in the manner you have heard: this 
done, { shail now patiently abide the final result. -F charge this 
Administration, however, with an abandonment of its duty to 
the American people, by the bill upon your table, and the policy 
which dictates it. And the peopie, sw, will drive home and 
rivet that charge. 


= ca 
SPEECH OF MR. TALLMADGE, 
i Or New York, 
Ín Seriate, Saturday, June 30, 1838—Aguinst the enlarge- 
ment of Executive patronage. 

Mr. Presivent: The proposition of my honorable colleague, 
considering the circumstances under which it is introduced, and 
the source from which it conics, is the wost extraordinary Ihave 
ever known submitted to any legislative body; andlet me assure 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crrrrenpent} that he is mista- 
ken in saying that my colleague is consistent in making this mo- 
tion, to repeal the twelve first sections of the deposite act, be- 
cause he voted originally against the biil. It is true, he voted 
against that bill in J536. But, why did he vote against it? Not 
because he was opposed to that parion which he now proposes 
to repeal, but because he was opposed to what has been termed 
the distribution clause; that part which directed the surplus re- 
venues of the Goverument to be deposited with the States: this 
was the ground, «nd the sole ground, upon which he epposed the 
bil, and finaily voted against it. Had not this distribution 
clause been added, he would nave been tre furemost to sustain, 
by allthe powers of his mind in argum 2nt, as well as by his vote 
on its final passage, the very portion of the act which he would 
now. repcal. No, sir, his opposition to that bili was to that part 
of it which, by his present proposition, he c + s19 leave up- 
repealed, and stiil to remain the law of ine sais, 

Mr. President, who ever heard so extraordinary a proposition? 
What strange infatuation has seized my honorable colleague? 
What has become of that prudence, and discretion, and sagaci- 
ty, which usually characterize his legislative action} Where is 
that far-reaching and cautious foresight =) which, in former 
times, he was enabled to adapt his measures so as to avoid disas- 
trous resulis? What has become of that nice balancing of po- 
litical calculation, by which he was so distinguished in the more 
palmy days ofthe party? Gone, sin, gone; and gone, I fear, for 
ever, Thisisnot the act of hisdeliberate judgment. His feel- 

-ings;under the excitument of the occasion, may diciate it, but his 
reason, when tefito its own free exercise, can never approve it. 
I fear he haw yielded, too readily, his own better judgment to the 
hasty and indiscreet suggestions of his friends. He tells us he 
came here this morning with no intention of offering such a pro- 
position; but that he has been induced to do it by the advice of 
his friends, Sir, that advice has not been given on due reflec 
tion—it is the sudden impulse, not of passion, but of feeling. I 
fear my honorable colleague and his friendly advisers have ta- 
ken too much to heart the disasters of the campaign which is 
just drawing to its close. 1 fear the death of three successive 
Bub- Treasury monsters in the other House, and one of their 
tender offspring here, has aifeeted too sensibly the gentlemen’s 
nerves to alow them to bring their deliberate judgments io the 
consideration of the monstrous proposition now before us. 
Sir, I am weil assured that, | gentlemen the benefit of 
one night’s calm and dispassionate reflection, they would never 
consent to commit themselves in this manner before the coun- 
try. Because they cannot subject the treasures of the na- 
tion to Executive control by law, they are determined to 
give him that control without law; because they have not 
been able ta impose their “disorganizing and revolutiona- 
ry” measures upon an unwilling and resisting people, they 
have determined to place the whole money power of the Go- 
vernment inthe hands of the Executive, without even any of 
those restraints which the Sub Treasury scheme was supposed 
to throw around it. Sir, itis the desperate act of desperate 
men. The Executive has led them from the straight-forward 
pah ofprinciple and duty, untilchey ave Jost and bewildered in 
the intricate mazes of his wild and y onary scheming. lcan 
not but pai à fthat they are convinced of their errors; 
hus that, di ethics of the Christian cole, they fe-l 
ji is too late to rey They have gone wo far to retreat In 
the race they are running, it is with them, as in John Giipin’s 
race, “neck or naught,’ and. in regard to this policy, my col- 
league might say, with Macbeth: 

“i am in this 
Sept in so far, that, should I wade no more, 
Returning were as tedia as goo’er.’? 

Suchan act of political suicide I have never scen before. 
Such an act of folly and of madness I hope never to again. 

Mr. President, let us lock for ene moment at my colleague’s 
peculiar po: ition in reference to the proposition he has sub- 

ynited. That p of the deposite act which he proposes to 

repeal was OF vinally brought forward by himseif It was 
proaght forward ia pursuance of the repeated and urgent re 
commendations of President Jackson, that the custody of the 
publie mousy should be regulated by law, and no longer left to 
Executive discretion or Exvoutive agents. It was one of my col- 

azne’s own offspring, which he thes nursed withalla parent’s 

hed with all a parents care. It is this 


charity of an unfeel 
him who gave him 

Sir, my 1e Was c€ 
reforied the ¢ 
ginalty introduc 
public m 
to depo: 
several X 
Jeet committee of which my 
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y hy ide. : ithe other, 
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were united in one by the 
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as 
n he, and General Jackson, 
andthe whole party. were formerly in favor of an absolute ci - 


tribution of. the surplus, sti] he, and General Jackson, and Mr. 
Van Buren, andothers, were now opposed, not only to a distri- 
bution of it, but even to a deposite with the States. An unsuc- 
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cessfn! effort was made in the Senate to keep these propositions 
separaie and distinct. I was in favor of both of them; but I vo- 
ted to separate them, in order that my political friends, who did 
not like the distribution bill, might have the opportunity ef vot- 


ing for the one and against the other. The two propositions, . 


however, were kept tegether by a majority of the Senate, and 
the bill passed withonly six dissenting voles, my colleague be- 
ing one, as the Senator from Missouri expressed it, of the “glo. 
rious minority of six? He went against his own favorite 
measute because of its connection with one which be did not 
approve. Ofthis ido hot compiain. But I think the country 
will have reason tocomplain of his course now, in attempting 
to repeal that part whose enaciinent he deemed so important 
then, und to leave unrepealed that pordon which was so ob- 
noxious to him at that time as to make him vote against the 
whole bill. He may be able to explain the matter, but it is, I 
confess, inexplicable tome. If he had made an effort to repeal 
the distribution clause, it would not have surprised me; i: 
would have been consistent with his whole action oa that bill. 
But, that he should attempt to repeal the other portion of it, 
which was his own darling project, is to me astounding, and is 
indicative of something “more than meets the eye.” 

Sir, what was the origin and object of that par: of the depo- 
site act which my colleague proposes to repeal? It arose from 
the necessity which President Jackson supposed to exist, in re- 
gard to the custody of the public money. After he removed 
the deposites from the Bank of the United States, he placed 
them in the State banks, and continued ty employ the State 
banks for the safe custody ae well as the disbursement of the 
public money. But he saw the strong objection which would 
present itself to every mind, ifthese deposites should continue 
entirely at the mercy and under the control of Executive dis- 
cretion. He uniformly and invariably recommended that they 
should be regulated by law. . In the celebrated paper of Sep- 
tember 18th, 1-33, read to his cabinet, he says: 

“Ja ridding the country of an irresponsible power, which has 
attempted to contro] the Government, care must be taken not 
to unite the same power withthe Executive branch. To give 
a President contro! over the currency and power over individu- 
als now possessed by the Bank of the United States, even with 
the material difference that he is responsible to the people, 
would be as objectionable and dangerous as to leave ii as it is. 
Neither the one nor the other is necessary, and therefore ought 
not to be resorted to.” 

Such was the language employed by General Jackson when 
he had resolved on removing the public deposites from the 
Bank of the United States. What was his language after they 
had been removed? In his message of December, 1834, he thus 
speaks of dispensing with the agency ef thet Bank, and the sub- 
stitution of ihe State banks in the performance of its ditties to 
the Government: 

“Happily it iselready itustrated that the agency of such an 
institution is not necessary to the fiscal eperations of the Go- 
vernment, The State banks are found fully adequate to the 
performance of all services which were required of the Bank of 
the United States, quite as promptly, and with the same cheap- 
ness. | They have maintained themselves. and discharged ali 
these dnties, while the Bank of the United States was still pow- 
erful, and in the field asian open enemy; and it is net possible 
to conceive that they will find greater difficulties in their ope- 
rations when that enemy shall cease to exist.”” - 

But he is not satisfied with this. He urges upon Congress, 
most earnestly, that the deposites in the State banks be regu- 
lated by law. He adds: 

“Tne power of Congress to direct in what places the Trea- 
surer shall keep the moneys in the Treasury, and to impose re- 
sirictions upon the Executive authority in relation to their cus 
tody an! removal, is unlimited, and its exercise will rather be 
courted than discouraged by those public officers and agentson 
whom rests the responsibility for their safety. It is desirable 
that as little power as possible should be left to the President or 
Secretary ofthe Treasury over those institutions, which, being 
thus freed from Executive influence and witout a common 
head to direct their operations, wouldhave neither the tempta- 
tion nor the ability to interfere in the political conflicts of the 
country. Not deriving their charters from the national autho- 
rities, they would never have th inducements to meddle in 
general elections which have led the Bank ofthe United States 
to agitate and convulse the conntry for upwards of two years.” 

By reason ofsome difference of opinion as to the details of a 
bill, no law to regulate the deposites with the State banks was 
passed at that session of Congress. In the mean time the pyb- 
lie mind became much exciied on this subject, and Presidént 
Jackson, in his message of December, 1835, found it necessary 
to repel in the strongest terms all idea of keeping the public mo- 
ney under Executive control, and thereby extending Executive 
influence. He says: i 

“Although clothed with the legalauihority, and supported by 
precedent, I was aware that there was, in the act of the removal 
of the deposites, a liability to excite thats veness to Execu- 
tive power which it is the characteristic and the duty of free- 
men to indulge: but £ relied on this feeling, also, directed by 
patriotism and intelligence, to vind the conduct which, in 
the end, would appearto have been called for by the „besi inte- 
rests of my country. The apprehensions natural to this feeling, 
thatthere may have been a desire, ‘ough the instrumentality 
of that measure, to extend the Executive influence, or that it 
may have been prompted by ives not sufficiently free from 
ambition, were not overlooked. Under the operation of our 
institutions, the publicservant who is called on te take a sienof 
to such apprehensions his highest security. When unfounded, 
the attention which they arouse and the discussions they excite 
jeprive these who Indulge them of the power todo harm: when 
just, they but hasten the certainty with which the great body of 
ourciuzeus never fail to repel aa attempt to proc thei 
tion to any exercise of power- iaconesistent with the jeaious 
maintenance of their rights. Under such convictions, and 
entertaining no doubt that my constitutional obligations demand- 
ed the steps which were taken in reference to the removal of 
the deposites, it was Impossi x 
paih of duty by a fear that n 
ihat political prejadices cou 
its of my conduct. 
this rliance upon the patriotic temper and entignened discern 
ment ofthe people, That measure has now been before mem, 
and has stood the test of all the severe analysis which its gene- 
ral importance, the interests it affected, aud the apprehensions 
itexctted, were calculated to produce: and it now remains for 
Congress to consider what legislation has become necessary in 
consequente. : y s g 

“j need oaly add to what I have, og former occasions, sahi 
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on this subject, generally, that in the regulations which -Con- 
gress may prescribe respecting the custody ofthe public: moneys 
1t isdesirable that as liule discretion as may be:deemed: consis- 
tent with their safekeeping should be given to the Executive 
agents. Noone can be more deeply impressed than Lam with 
the soundneess of the doctrine which restrains and limits, by 
specific provisions, Executive discretion, as: far as itean be 
done consistently with the preservation ef its constitutional 
character. In respect to the control over the public money, this 
doctrine is peculiarly applicable, andis in harmoney, with the 
great principle which I felt I was sustaining in the controversy 
with the Bank of the United States; which has resulted in 
seveiing, to some extent, a dangerous connection. between a 
moneyed and political power. Tne duty of the Legislature to 
define, by clear and positive enactments, the nature and extent 
ofthe action which it belongs to the Executive to superintend, 
springs out of a policy analagous to that which enjoins upon all 
the brauches of the Federal Government an abstinence from 
the exercise of powers not clearly granted. In such a Govern- 
ment, possessing only limited and specific powers, the spirit of 
its general administration cannot be wise er just when it opposes 
the reference of all doubtful points to the great source of au- 
thority, the States and the people; whose number and diversi- 
fied relations, securing them aguinst the influences aod excite: 
ments which may mislead their agents, make them the safest 
depository of power. In its application tothe Executive, with 
reference to the Legislative branch of the Government, the 
same rule of action should make the President ever anxious to 
avoid the exercise of any discretionary authority which can be 
regulated by Congress, The biases which may operate upon 
him will not be so likely to extend to the Representatives of the 
people in that body.” . 

In pursuance of these recommendations, my colleague 
brought forward a proposition for that purpuse, which became 
alaw, and which he now proposes to repeal. Do not the sare 
reasons exist now in favor of retaining it that existed when 
President Jackson first recommended it? Most assuredly they 
do. ‘Then why repeal i? The Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton] says it was first recommended on account of the large 
surplus then on hand, and having none now, the eause for its 
adoptien has ceased to exist. E say, not so. The Senator is 
Inistaken,. There was no more surplus at the time this mea- 
sure was first recommended than we have reason to‘anticipate, 
and ought to have, in ordinary times, to meet the current ex- 
penses of the Government. We must not take the present state 
of the Treasury as the criterion of the future, unlesa the Execu- 
tive and his friends have determined, by their experiments, to 
exhaust the resources and dry up the revenues of the country. 
There is every reason for the continuance of the law now that 
existed for its enactment then. 

We have seen that, after the removal of the deposites from 
the Bank of the United States, and before the passage of the de- 
posite act, General Jackson entrusted the custedy of the public 
money to the State banks. He exercised, through the Secretary 
of the Treasury, his discretion as to the time and manner of its 
deposite; the banksin which, and the terms upon which, it was 
deposited; buthe felt, from the beginning, the tremendous re- 
sponsibility he was assuming, and, with ail his popularity and 
his firm hold upon the affections of the people, he foresaw the 
torrent of popular indignation which would follow the convic- 
tion on the public mind that the whole revenues of the country 


werc to be taken out of the custody ofthe law, anddrawn within 


the absorbing vortex of Executive discretion. He relied upon 
the prejudices which had been excited against the United States 
Bank to justify the removal of the depositen: but there was no- 
thing on which he dared rely to shield him from the vengeance 
of an abused and confiding people, ifhe should attempt to keep 
them within the control of Executive discretion, instead of en- 
trusting them to the custody ofthe law. In his famous mani- 
festo, read to the Cabinet before the removal of the deposites, he 
carefully guards against any inference of an intention to take 
them withinhis own control; and in every message 10 Congress, 
from that time down to the passage of the deposite act, he urges 
most earnestly that the custody of the public money shall be re- 
gulated by law. Even Ais popularity could not have withstood 
the strong current of public feeling, if he had manifested, in the 
slightest degree, an Intention to keep it within his own con- 
trol. This intention was charged upon him by the opponents 
of his administration; but it was repelled by his repeated re- 
commendations that it be taken out of his hands and put into the 
custody of the law. This recommendation was carried into et: 
fect by the passage of the deposite act of 1836; and the public 
voice acquiesced in the honesty ofhts intentions as to regulating 
it by law, however much it might have been distracted on 
the question of the removal of the deposites. But what do 
we now behold?) We now see a proposition brought forward 
by one who enjoys, in » peculiar sense, the confidence of the 
Executive, to repeal the very act which Genera) Jackson had 
so often recommended to be passed, and which was bis only 
shield against popular jealousy and popularclamor. For what 
purpose is this intended? Ta itto put into the hands of the Ex- 
ecutive a power which General Jackson said he ought not to 

ossess? Is it necessary to sustain the sceptre in his hands 
which the old Iero sustained without it? Whatelse can it be? 
Gentlemen have told us in this debate that they are for an entire 
separation of Bank and State, and in favor of the receipt and 
disbursement! of the public revenues. in gold and silver only; 
that they will have no connection in any shape whatever with 
banks, either as to the receipt of their notes, or as to the depo- 
site of the public money with them. If then, my colleague 
succeeds in repealing that pertion of the deposiie act which 
now regulates the custedy of the public money; if he succeeds 
in taking off all those salutary restraints which the wisdom of 
a formet Congress threw around it, it can be for no other pur- 
pose than to pat it exclusively under the control of Executive 
retion, and thereby enable him to use it to proniote bis own 
objets in such a manner as an unrestrained exercise of the mo- 
ney power of any Government is so well calculated to do. In 
what way is he to keep it, except under hisown control, through 
officers appolized by him, and remova’ te at his pleasure? It 
pwed, on thi that if ibis pr SUG Suc 
laa: be ith the hanks ag ni. dackson 
How th 


m 
we have already come fo this that we ere willing to surrender 
the purse of the nation tothe hand that already hoids the sword? 


Have the American people already become so abased that they 
will tamely submit to such a usurpation? , Shall the. President 
dictate his echernes to Congress; and when, after. the. most vio- 
lent struggle ever known in the history of this Government be- 
tween Representative independence and Executive dictation, 
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those schemes are rejected, shall it be tolerated that he shall ex- 
tort from you, without restraint and without law, the very trea- 
sure of the nation, which you weuld not entrust to him even 
with all the guards and restrictions which the suggestions of his 
j ity could throw around it? Is the American Senate. to 
here, Jike the Romanu Sonate in the daysof Tiberius, merely 

imperial edicts? Let me not be accused of attempt 
ing to raise unnecessary alarm, or to invoke imaginary fears. 
I. is the false security in which we are reposing that most ex- 
cites my apprehensions. ‘Ihe first.encroachments on the liber- 
ty of any country are always by the stealthy, noiseless steps of 
usurped and unsuspected power. The blind confidence re- 
posed in party leaders, the base submission to party dictation, 
the tame surrender of the independence of the representative 
character to the Executive will, all, all combine to raise the 


“ most painful forebodings in the mind of every one who loves 


his country and cherishes her free institutions. 

Sir, we have every cause for apprehension and alarm. We 
have seen the country, in the palmiest days of her prosperity, 
suddenly plunged into the deepest embarrassment and distress 
through Executive instrumentality. .We have seen our mer- 
chants sacrificing their ample means to sustain a sinking cre- 
dit—sinking by.the adverse actionof the Government upon the 
confidence of the people. We have scen their families aban- 
doning their homes and their firesides to pine in penury and 
want, andsuffering for the ordinary comforts and conveniences 
oflife. We have seen the husband and the father, after strug- 
gling to susiain his wife and his children against the unfeeling 
action of his own Government, finally sink to an untimely 
grave, the victim ofoppression and despair. We have seenthe 
sturdy operations of the mechanicindustry of the country sus- 
pended. We have seen the looms and the epindlesof the manu- 
facturer stopped. We have seen the farmer, with his hand to 
the plough, look back to see if he, too, was to be overtaken by 
the “dcsolating tornade,” which had swept away every other 
occupation around him. Sir, he is the Jast to be reached; but 
his time is yet to come, if the Administration persist in these 
destructive measures. When the products of his industry shall 
remain upon his hands—when, by reason of the destruction of 
other branches of business, it shall not pay the cost of produc- 
tion—when the price of his land shall sink so far asnot to meet 
the incumbrance which may chance to rest upon it, he will 
then wipe the sweat from his brow, and with his brawny arm 
hurl from the high seats of power those who have forgotten the 
great interests of the country in the ignoble pursuits of party. 
Sir, we have seen the Government itself become bankrupt un. 
der the very operations by which it has bankrupted the com- 
munity. We have seen the Executive asking of Congress the 
means of keeping its wheels in motion, andat the same time dic- 
tating, through his organs, the amount and the manner in whioh 
those means should be granted. We have seen the Adminis- 
tration plunging the country into a national debt without the 
ingenuousness to acknowledge it. Wehave seen them resort- 
ing to every expedient to meet the current expenses ofthe Go- 
vernment, and, at the same time, by their destructive policy, 
cutting off the sources of revenue by which alone the means 
can be supplied; and we shall see a sull further application for 
supplies, rendered necessary by the blindness, the fatuity, the 
wilfulness, nay, the incompetency, of those who have brought us 
to this state of bankruptcy, ofshame, and of degradation. We 
have seen thousands and thousands of our fellow-citizens u tterly 
and irretrievably ruined by the hostile attitude of the Govern- 
ment towards the banking institutions and the credit system of 
the country, Yes, Mr. President, thonsands and thousands 
who, but for this attitude, would have saved from the wreck of 
their forties an ample competency for themselves and their 
families—thousands and thousands who would have bent be- 
neath the storm of adversity which bowled around them, and 
would have again visen to bask in the sunshine of returning 
Prosperity. Dus the spirit of Loco Vocais was the very fiend 
which mingled in the tempest; and, although it “put the wild 
watersin this 1oar,” it would not consent to “allay them.” 
Araidsi the desolation and darkness which surrounded the un- 
happy victims of this policy, their cries and their entreaties 
were sent up to the Executive ear, but were unanswered and un- 
heeded. Even the few that survived the wreck of their fortunes, 
and whilst they were yet struggling to keep their heads above 
water, rari gantes in gurgite vasto, received no aid nor even 
enrouragement from Executive clemency. Appeals, which 
would bave meltedthe heart of an Ocracoke wrecker, found 
that his wasnot made of such “penetrable stuffi” Wrapped 
ina mysterious and unapproachable dignity, neither the advice 
of friends nor the fear of foes could reach him. Shutout froma 
real knowledge of the extent of the disasters which hisown mea- 
sures had brought upon the country, he neither syrapathised 
with the sufferings of the people nox came to their relief. ` 

Mr. President, we have seen all these, and much more than 
all these things; and what do we now behold? Asifthe cup of hu- 
miliation and of misery was not yet full; as if our constitu- 
ents had not already drank it to the very dregs, my colleague 
now “commends the ingredients.of a poisoned chalice to our 
own lips,” not as an act of “even handed justice,” butas a 
draught which we are forced to swallow, by way of showing 
the complete supremacy of Executive control over both the 
will of the representative and the wishes of the constituent. 
Sir, to him and to, the Executive, whose opinions he is sup- 
posed to represent, this may bea “consummation devoutly to 
he wished.’ But to the people, it will be a consummation of 
that power in the hands of the Executive which converts the 
Government into an absolute monarchy, no matter by what 
name your Chief Magistrate may be called, or hy what idle 
forms of an elective franchise he may rule over you. Itc} 
by the Constitution, the command of the army and navy—he 
has shown you that his will can already weli nigh control the 
legislative power—give him the money power also, and you 
will have given all that the most perfect despot could desire, or 
that the friends of efvil liberty could fear. 

Let it not be said that all this is idle declamation. The signs 
of the times have filed me with the most fearful apprehen- 
sions—ihis is a hold and daring effort, appalling from its yery 
boldness, to clothe the Chief Magistrate with a power which 
General Jackson hunself dared not retain, and which he said 
whould never be entrusted, for one moment, io Executive dis- 
cretion. The President outstrips his “illustrians predecessor.” 
He is no Jenger the “ Ascanian boy” who followed him with 
wnequal steps. He basin turn become Aucas himeels, and 
Ae itas if he could carry old Anchises on his shoul- 
ers, 

Sir, wha: are we to infer from this proposition? Nay, what 
may we not fear from it? H iving tirice failed to force the Sub- 
Treasuty scheme upon Congress; having received. the most 
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Independent Treasury—Mr. Webster.. 


unequivocal demonstrations of the popular will against it, 
from the St. Croix to the Sabine; mead of acquescing in that. 
public sentiment which he himself -has told us is “ the supreme 
lawof the Republic,” there is an effort now made. to put the. 
whole revenues of the country Within the unlimited control of 
ihe Executive, and thereby esiablish a Sub-Treasury system: 
without iaw, free from all legislative restraints, and more odious, 


infinitely more odious than that “BILL oF ABOMINATIONS? © 


which has so often been put down, notwithstanding the unpa- 
ralleled efforts to carry. it. Do I mistake the design of this 
measure? - Have I not high authority for what isay? Has. it: 
not been stated, at the other ead of this Capitol, by-one [Mr. 
CAMBRELENG} holding the same relation to the Executive that 
my colleague holds to him here, each at the head of the Finance 
Committees of their respective Houses, that “TH StB- FREA: 
SURY MUST CONTINUE; AS IT IS NOW, THE LAW OF THE LAND, 
AND WILL CONTINUE THROUGH 1838, ’39, 40, and 41, IN SPITE 
OF ALL THE LAMENTATIONS HERE OR ELSEWHERE.” Sir, when 
I first saw this in- the gentleman’s printed speech, carefully 
written out by himself, I. confess 1 was utterly astounded. I 
could hardly believehim serions. I thought it might be a iitile 
hyperbole in introducing, for the third time, the Sub-Treasury. 
in the House. But I find that “coming events cast their sha- 
dows before.” This declaration was but the precursor of my 
colieague’s proposition, which is to fasten the Snb-Treasury 
upon us till the year 1841. And how is he to fasten it upon us? 
Pass this bill, repeal the deposite act, as it proposes, and we at 
once place ourselves within the vero power of the President, 


- and withouta concurrence of two-thirds-in both Houses of Con- 
gress, all legislative control over the revenuesof the country is 


gene, and gone, perhaps, forever. 

This done, what becomes of those salutary checks and ha- 
lances of the Constitution? Where is that distribution of the 
powers of the Government which the fathers_of the Republic 
supposed they had mace, and which they believed wasa sure 
guarantee of the stability of our institutions? Broken down, 
abandoned, usurped. Money is the power which overrides all 
other powers. It is the key which unlocksevery heart. By 
this bill the Executive has it under his entire control. He ap- 
points all the officers into. whose hands he puts it, and removes 
them at his pleasure. He could, 


“having both the key 
Of officer and office, set all hearts 
To what tune pleased hie ear.” 


And if the time shall ever come when the Chief Magistrate of 
this nation shall aspire toa title beyond the forms of the Consti- 
tution, and subversive of the liberties of the country, this bill 
will place within his grasp the only remaining power which is 
necessary for the accomplishment of his object. 

Mr. President, the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
Srraxce] has this morning mourned over the humiliated, the 
falten, the degraded, the disgraced condition of the Democratic 
party, as he is pleased to term those who, with him, are at- 
tempting to carry out the principles of the ULTRA FEDERALISM 
of 98, te complains that they have been beaten in their pro- 
jects, and brought to this horrible predicament, because they 
have been abandoned by a fragment of their friends. Sir, 
they have abandoned the fragment, and not the fragment them; 
this fragment, as the Senator is pleased to call st, is where it 
always bas been. It still remains upon the firm base of princi- 
ple, and there letit remain for ever. _ It remains where General 
Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and all their friends, were but a short 
time since. It is they that have been threwn from this granite 
bed, where they have so long reposed. Unrraism, like a con- 
vuisinn in the physical world, has destroyed the “attraction of 
cohesion,” and precipitated them to the dark abyss in which 
the Senator now finds himself, and from which he will be un- 
able to emerge. They have abandoned the 6ld and beaten 
track of principle marked out by the footsteps of Jefferson 
and Madison, and followed the devious and winding ways of 
new adventurers in the science of political economy and practi- 
cal finance. They have entered upon a Quixotic expedition to 
reform the currency of the country, and after all their toil and 
trouble, like the knight of the Rueful Countenance, they find 
themselves tilting against windmills! Sir, it is they. and not 
we, who have abandoned and gone off. Had the President 
recommended the revival of the State bank deposite system, 
we should have heard nothing from the Senator from North 
Carolina, or from my colleague, about this Sub-Treasury 
scheme. All the friends of the Administration, with per- 
haps two or three exceptions, would have united most cor- 
dially with usto aid the banks in the resumption of specie 
payments, to revive business, and to restore the prosperity of 
the country. The magic influence of the Executive recom- 
mendation, like the wand of Prospero, would have allayed the 
tempest that was raised, and all would again have been peace 
and quiet. Limpeach no man’s motives for the course he has 
taken, I know how silently and imperceptibly the mind is 
drawn into the support of Executive measures, in spite of its 
own convictions, Executive influence comes o'er it, 


“Like the sweet south{that{breaths upon a bank of violets? 


not “stealing and giving odor,’ but robbing it of its high sense 
of moral accountability, and giving a delicious foretaste of that 
fruition which always attends the successfalissue of every 
“antried expedient.” No, sir, I impeach no man’s motives. 
But I must be permitted to express my unqualified belief, that 
but for the unfortunate recommendation of this measure by 
the President, we should now be acting in harmonious concert 
for the common interests of our common country. Instead of 
this, the Senator from North Carolina is determined to “sink or 
swim” with the President; and, however deep this {Sub-Trea- 
sury millstone round his neck may sink him, he seems to say: 


“Pll seek him deeper than e’er plummet sounded, 
And with him there lie mudded.’! 


Mr. President, these experiments and “untried expedients,” 
over whose loss the Senator from North Carolina has wept so 
bitterly, have wel! nigh ruined the country. At ali events, they 
have given a shock to its business, and a blow to its prosperity, 
which it will take a long time to repair. But for the recupera- 
i es of our people, a half a century would nut suilice 
to restore our credit and our institutions to mat proud heigi 
from which they have been precipitaied by a weak or'wi 
adininistvaiiun of the Goverument. And yet we were teld ihe 
other day, by the Senator from Missouri, that the experiment- 
ers had trinmphed! They had triumphed, because the bauks 
of New York had resumed specie payments! Bir, these banks 
resumed inspite of your experiments; and but for the ‘hostile 
position of the Government, they could have resumed as well 


in February as: y; when foreign exchange was so reduced: 
as to.remove the.tear of specie being taken. fromthe country. ` 
Your experimerts-competled them:to-curtail their circulations. : 


candreduce their discounts toa:ruitous extent in:orderto be 


prepared even tora nominal resumption; and still: we. hear; 
with wi exulting air; that the experimentershave dr umphed! 
They-have triumphed as certain other. experiments ‘triamphed 
over a cat under an exhausted-receiver.:. They purspedoutthe 
ait till she felt that vitality itself was departing; when; the very: 
instinct of her nature, she put. her’ paw bpon- the apertu: 


ra 
_, Witough which her life was.oozing, and, philosophy. was left: to. 
“conjecture how much more she could have one So.with these. 


modern experimenters in. currencyand finante. The country has 
borne with their operations till jt has become. exhausted, and 
with an instinctive and convulsive throe has loosed itself from 
their fatal grasp. And yet'the experimenters have triumphed! 
and the Senator from North. Carolina mourns over the dogs -of 
those Democratic measures, whose success. would-have-extin- 
guished the last ray of hope, and driventhe mercantile and 
business community to utter ‘despair, God deliver me from 
such Democracy. A Democracy whichconcentrates all power 
in the hands of one man—a Democracy which subjects the opi- 
nions and actions of party followers to his will, and to his will 
alone—a Democracy which’ makes the great and paramount 
interests of the country subservient to the low’and grovelling 
pursuits of party—a Democracy which permits no. action.on 
any question, however urgent the necessity may he, without 
orders from headquarters—a Democracy. that a peals to the 
passions and prejudices of the people, instead of enligbiening 
their judgments and relying upor their reason and-their.pa- 
triotism—a Demociacy which attempts to: set ‘up one class.of 
the community against the other, as if their interesta were not 
reciprocal and identical—a Democracy which denies to every. 
man the right to think and act for himself on those great ques- 
tions in which the vital interests of the country are so deeply 
involved—a Democracy which attempts, by party drilland 
party discipline, to subvert the very spirit of the Constitution, 
to substitute Executive for Legislative power, to subject the 
will of the Representative to the will of the Executive, to com- 
him to act contrary to his own opinions, against his own 
nt, in violation of his own conscience, and in open de~ 
flance cf the expressed will and wishes of his constituents-—a 
Democracy which extends its influence from the seat of the 
General Government w the respective States, which swallows 
up the reserved rights of the States in the consolidation of ‘the 
central power; a Democracy, in short, which establishes in the 
heart of the country the most perfect despotism under the delu- 
sive forms of free institutions. 

Yes, Mr. President, such is the Demicracy of thie Federat 
Administration—an Administration that has a opted the ultra 
Federatism of “the reign of terror,” and now charges upon its 
former triends the sins of its own commission: Sir, the-people 
of the United States cannot be deceived by these vain and hol- 
low pretences. Democracy, like monarchy, will be known by 
its fou The bitter fruits of this Administration have'already 
ripened sufficiently to indicate, the tree. on which they grew: 
and the people have Tong singe tasted cenough to’ enable’ 
them, like our first parents, to distinguish between good and 
evil. Sir, the contest which is now waging is to determine the 
future character of our Government. Upon its result de: 
pends the question of the independence of the legislative 
branch, and also that of the supremacy of the popolar över 
the Execntive will. As these shall be determined, so will the 
character of our Government be. This contest will fornra new 
epoch iv our annals, and the future historian, with the ‘Jumi- 
nous philosophy of Gibbon,” will date from this period the. 
RISE OF FALL Of our Republican institutions. i 

SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER,- 
Or MASSACHUSETTS, _ 
In Senaie, Murch 12, 1888—On the Sub-Treasury Bill. 

Nr. Presipenr: Having, at an eariy stage of the debate, ex. 
pressed, ina general manner, my opposition to this bill, I must 
find an apology for again addressing the Senate, in the acknow- 
ledged importance of the measure, the novelty-ofits.character, 
andthe division of opinion respecting'it which is known to exist. 
in both Houses of Congress. i 

To be able, in this state of things, to give'a preponderance. to 
that side of the question which ¥ embrace, is, perhaps, more than 
I ought to hope; but I do not feel that Ihave done all which my. 
duty demands, until T make another effort, - 

The functions of this Government, which, in time of peace, 
most materially affect the happiness of the people, are those. 
which respect commerce and revenue. . ‘The -bill before. us 
touches both. these greatinterests. It proposes to act directly on 
the revenue and expenditure of Government, and it is expected. 
to act, also, indirectly, on.commerce and currency; while its 
friends and supporters altogether. abstain from other measures, 
deemed by a great portion of Congress and of the country to be 
indispensably démanded by the present exigeney. 

We have arrived, Mr. President, towards the close. ôf a half. 
century from the adoption ofthe Constitution. Daring the pro~. 
gress of these years, our population has increased from three or. 
jour millions to thirteen or fourteen millions; our comme: 
from little or nothing, to an export of a hundred and ninety mi 
lions, and an import ofa hundred and twenty-eight and a half 
millicns, in the year 1836. “Our mercantile tonnage approaches’ 
near to two milions: We have a revenue aid an expenditure 
of thirty miitions a year. The manufactures of the country 
have attained very great importance, and, up-to the commence- 
ment of the derangement of the currency, were ina prosperous 
and growing state. “The produce of the fisheries has become 


vast; and the general production of the Jabor and capital of the 
country is increasing far beyond all example in other counties, 
or other times, and has already reached an amount which; to 
those mae have not-inyestigated the subject, would seem in- 
credible. i 
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are established, or are in progress, everywhere. Public works 
ave projected and pushed forward in a spirit, which grasps at 
higi and vast objects, with a bold defiance ofall expense. The 
aggregate value of the property. of the country is augmented 
daily. A constant demand for new capital exists, although a 
debt has already been contracted in Europe, for sums advanc- 
ed to States, corporations, and individuals, for purposes con- 
nected with internal improvement; which d.bt cannot now be 
less than a hundred millions ofdollars. Spreading overa great 
extentembracing different climates, and with vast variety of 
products, we find an intensely excited spirit of industry and en- 
terprise to pervade the whole country; while its external com- 
merce, as Í have already said, sweeps over all seas. We are 
connected with all commercial countries, and, must of ail, with 
that which has established and sustained the most stupendous 
system of commerce and manufactures, and which collectsand 
disburses an incredible amount of annual revenues and which 
uses, to this end, and as meansof currency and circulation, a 
mixed money of metal and paper. 

Such a mixed system, sir, has also prevailed with us, from 
the beginning. Gold and silver, and convertible bank paper, 
have always constituted our actual money. The people are 
used to this system. It has hitherto commanded their confi 
denge, an fulfilled their expectations. We have had, in suc- 


cession, two National Banks, each fora period of twenty years. - 


Local or State banks have, at the same ume, been in operation; 
and no man of intelligence or candor can deny that, during 
these forty years, and with the operation of a national and 
these State institutions, the currency of the country, upon the 
whole, has been safe, cheap, convenient, and satisfactory. 
When the Government. was established, it (ound donvertible 
bank paper, issued by State banks, already in circulation; and 
with this circulation it did not interfere. The United States, 
indved, had themselves established a bank, under the old Con- 
federation, with authority to issue paper. A system of mixed 
circulation, therefore, was exactly that system which this Con- 
suuition, at its adoption, found already in existence. There is 
not the slighiest evidence of any intention, in establishing the 
Constitution, to overthrew or abolish this system, although it 
certainly was the object of the Constitution to abolish bills of 
credit, and all paper intended for circulation, issued upon the 
faith of the States alone. Inasmuch as whatever then existed, 
ofthe nature of money or currency, rested on State legislation; 
and as it was not possible that uniformity, general credit, 
and general confidence, could result from ‘local and separate 
acts of the States, there is evidence think abundant evi- 
dence-that it was the intention ofthe framers of the Constitution 
to give to Congress a controlling power over the whole subject, 
to the end that there should be, fer the whole country, a cur- 
rency of uniform value. Congress bas heretofore exercised 
this auchority, and fulfilled the corresponding dates. H has 
maintained, for forty years out of forty-nine, a national institu- 
tion, proceeding frum its power, and responsible to the General 
Government. With intervals of derangement, brought about 
by war and other occurrences, this Whole system, taken 
altogether, has been greatly successful in its actual operation. 
We have found occasion to create no difference between 
Government and people—between money for revenue, and 
money for the general use of the country. Until the com- 
mencement of the last session, Government had’ manifested 
no disposition to look out for itself exclusively. What 
was good enough for the people, was good enough for Go- 
verniment. No condescending and gracious preference had, 
betore that period, ever been tendered to members of Congress 
over other persons having claims upon the public funds. Such 
a singular spectacle had never been exhibited, as an amicable, 
disinterested, and patriotic understanding between those who 
aro to vote taxes on the people for the purpose of replenishing 
the Treasury, and those who, from the ‘Treasury, dispense the 
money back again among those who have claims onit. In 
that respect I think the Secretary stands alone. He is the first, 
so far as I know, in our long list of able heads of Departments, 
who has thought it a delicate and skilful touch, in financial ad- 
ministration, to.be particularly kind aud complaisant to the in- 
terest of the law makers —those who hold the tax-laying power; 
tho first whose great deference and cordial regard for members 
of Congress have led him to provide for them, as the medium 
of payment and receipt, something more valuable than is pro- 
vided at tie same time for the army, the navy, the judges, the 
Revolutionary pensioners, and the various classes of laborers in 
the pay of Government. 

Yarough our whole history, sir, we have found a convertible 
pap. r currency, under proper control, highly aseful, by its pli- 
ability to circumstances, and by its eapacity of enlargement, 
in a reasonable degree, to meet the demands of a new and enter- 
prising community. As I have already said, sir, we owe a per- 
manent debt ofa hundred millions abroad; and in the present 
abundance of money in England, and the present demand here, 
thisamount will probably be increased. But it must be evi- 
dent to every one, that so long as, by a safe use of paper, we 
give some reasonable expansion to our own circulation, or at 
least. do not unreasonably contract it, we do, to that extent, 
create or maintain an ability for loans among ourselves, and so 
iar diminishithe amount ofannual interest paid abroad. 

But let menow, Mr. President, ask the attention of the Se. 
nate to another subject, upon which, indeed, much has already 
been said; 1 mean that which is usually called the credit 

stem. 

Si v, whatis thatsystem ? Why is credit a word of so much 
solid importance, and of so pewerful charm, in the United 
states? Why is it that a shock has been felt through all classes 
and all interests, the first moment that this credit has been dis- 
turbed ? Does its importance belong, equally, to all commer- 
cial States? Or are there peculiarities in our condition, our 
habits, and modes of business, which make credit more indis- 
pensable, aud mingle it more naturally, more intimately, with 
the life-blood of our system 4 

A full and philosophical answer to these inquiries, Mr. Presi- 
dent, would demand that I should set forth both the ground work 
and the structure of our social system. It would show thatthe 
wealth and prosperity of the country have as broada foundation 
as its popular constitutions. Undoubtedly there are peculiari- 
ties in that system, resulting from the nature of our political 
itutions, from our elementary laws,and from the general 
aracter ofthe people, Trese peculiarities most unquestion- 
ably give to sredit, or to those means and those arrangements, 
by whatever names we ca! them, which are calculated to keep 
the whole, or by far the greater part, of the capital of the coun 
try in aatate of constantactivity, a degree of importance far ex- 
ceeding what is experienced elsewhere. A 

In the old countries of Europe there is a clear and well defin- 


_APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE- 


Independent Tréasury—Mr. Webster. 


society. with a horizontal sweep, leaving on one side wealth, in 
masses, holden by few hands, and those having little participa- 
tion in the laborious pursuits of life; on the other, the thronging 
multitudes oflabor, with here and there, only, an instance of 
of such accumulation ef éarniés ag td deserve thë name of 
capital. This distinction,Jindeed, is not universal and absoltité 
in any of the commercial States of Europe, and it grows less 
and less definite as commerce advances; the effect of commerce 
and manufactures, as all history shows, being, every where, to 
diffuse wealth, and not to aid its accumulation in few hands. 
But still the line isgreatiy more broad, marked, and visible to 
Enropean nations, than in the United States. In those nations, 
the gains of capital, and wages, or the earnings of labor, are 
not only distinct in idea, as elements of the science of political 
economy, but, to a great degree, also, distinct in fact; and their 
respective claims, and merits, and modes of relative adjustment, 
become subjects of discussion and of public regulation. Now, 
sir, every body niay see trat that is a state of things which does 
not exist with us. We have no such visible and Ervad distinc- 
tion between capital and labor; and much of the general hap- 
piness of all classes results from this. With us, labor isevery 
day augmenting its means by its own industry; not in all cases, 
indced, butin very many. Its savings of yesterday become its 
capital, therefore, of to-day. On the oli hand, vastly the 
greater portion of the property of the country exists in such 
small quantities that its holders cannot dispense altogether with 
their own personal industry; or if, in some instances, capital 
be accumulated till it rises to what may be called affluence, it 
is usually disintegratedjand broken into particles again, in one or 
two generatio The aholition of the rights of primogeniture; 
the descent of property of every sort of females ds well as 
males; the cheap and easy means by which property is trans- 
ferred andconveyed; the high price of labor; the low price 
of land; the genius of our political institutions; in fine, 
every thing belonging to us, counteracts large accumulation. 
This is our actual system. Our politics, our Constitutions, our 
elementary laws, our habits, all centre in this point, or tend to 
this result. From where 1 now stand, to the extremity of the 
northeast, vastly the greatest part of the property of the coun- 
try is in the hands and ownership of thuse whose personal iùn- 
dustry is employed in some form of productive labor. General 
competence, general education, enterprise, activity, and indus- 
try, such as never before pervaded any society, are the charac- 
teristics which distingaish (he people who live, and move, and 
actin this state of things, such as I have described it. 

Now, sir, if this view be true, as I think it is, all must perceive 
that, inthe United States, capital cannotsay to labor and indus- 
try, “Staad ye yonder, whre Lcome up hither,” but labor and 
industry lay hold on capital, break itinto parcels, use it, diffuse 
it widely, and, instead of leaving it to repose in its own inertness, 
compel it to act at once as their own stimulus and their own 
instrument. — 

Sut, sir, thisis sot all, There is another view still more im- 
mediately affecting the operation and use of credit. In ever 
wealthy community, however equally property may be divide È 
there willalways be some property-holders who live on its in- 
come. If this property be land, they live on rent; if it be money, 
they live on its interest. The amount of realestate heldin this 
country on lease, is comparatively very small, except in the ci- 
ties, But there are individuals and families, trustees and guar- 
dians, and various literary and charitable institutions, who have 
occasion to invest funds for the purpose of annual moneyed in- 
come. Where do they invest? whevecan they invest? Thean- 
swer to these questions shows at once a mighty difference be- 
tween the state of things here, ard that in England. Here, these 
investments, 10 produce a moneyed income, are made in banks, 
insurance companies, canal and railroad corporations, and other 
similarinstitutions. “Placed thus immediately in active hands, 
this capital, it 1s evident, becomes at once the basis of business; 
it gives occupation, pays labor, excites enterprise, and per- 
forms, in short, a!l the functions of employed money. Bat, in 
England, investments for such purposes usually take another 
direction. There is, in England, a vast amount of public stocks, 
as eight or nine hundred millions sterling of public debt actual- 
ly exists, constituting, to (he amount of its annual i terest, a 
charge on the active capital and industry of the country. In the 
hands of individuals, portions af this debt are capital; tht is, 
they produce income to the proprietors, and income without la- 
bor; while, in a national point of view, it is mere debt. What 
was obtained for it, or that. on account of which it was contract- 
ed, has been spent in the long and arduous wars, which the 
country has sustained, from the time of King Wiiliam the Third, 


hg . 
to our own days There are thousands of individuals, therefore, 


whose fixed income arises, not from the active use of property, 
either in their swn hands, ov the hands of others, but from the 
interest on that part of this national charge to which they are 
entitled. If, therefore, we use the term capital, not in the sense 
of political economy exactly, butas imply ng whatever returns 
meome to individuals, we find an almost incalculable mass so 
circumstanced as not to be the basis ofactive operations. 

To illustrate this idea further, sir, let us suppose that, by 
some occurrence, (such as is certainly never to be expected,) 
this debt should be paid of} suppose iis holders were to receive, 
to-morrow, their fall amounts; what would they do with them? 
Why, sir, if they were obliged to loan the one quarter part into 
the hands of the industrious classes, for the purposes of em- 
ployment in active business , and if this operation could beac 
companied by the same intelligence and industry among the 
people which prevail with us, the result would do more to- 
ward raising the character of the laboring classes, than ailic- 
forms in Parliament, and other general political operations. 
It would be as if this debt had never been contracted ; as if the 
money had never been spent, and now remained part of the ac: 
tive capita! of the country, employed in the business of life. 
But this debt, sir, has created an enormous amount of private 
property, upon the income of which its owners Jive, which does 
not require their own active labor of that of others. We have 
no such debt ; we have no such mode of investment; and this 
circumstance gives quite a different aspect and a different reali- 
ty to our condition. 

Now, Mr. President, what I understand by the creditsystem 
is, that which thus connects labor and capital, by giving to la- 
bar the use ofeapital. In other words, intelligence, good cha- 
racter, and goud morals bestow on those who have not capial, a 
power, a trust, a confidence, which enables them to obtain it, 
and to employ it usefully for themselves and others. These 
active men of business build their hopes of success on their at- 
tentiveness, their economy, and their integrity. A wider thea- 
tre for useful activity is under their feet, and around them, than 
was ever spread beforethe eyes ofthe young and enterprising 
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generations of men,on any other spot enlightened by the sun. 
Before them ts the ocean. ` Every thing in that direction invites 
them to efforts of enterprise and industry in ‘the ‘pursui's of 
commerce and the fisheries. Around them, on al hands, are 
thriving and-prosperous manufactures ; an Improving agricul- 
ture, and the daily presentation of new ebjects of internal im- 
provement: While behind them is almost halfa continent of tho 
richest land, at the cheapest prices, under healthful climates, 
arid washed by the most magolfizent rivers that on any part of 
the globe pay their homage to thesea. Inthe midst of àll these 
glowing and glorious prospects, théy are neither restrained by 
ignorance, nor smitten down by the penury of personal circum 
siances. ‘Tey are not compelled to contemplate in ily ene 
ness and despair, all the advantages thus bestowed on theiPeon- 
dition by Providence. Capital though they may have little or 
none, Credit supplies its place ; not asthe refuge of the prodi- 
gel and the reckless; not as gratifying present wants with the 
certainty of future absolute ruin ; but as the genius of horora- 
ble trust and confidence ; as the blessing, voluntarily offered to. 
good character and to good conduct; as the beneficent agent, 
which assists honesty and enterprise in obtaining comfort and 
independence. i , 

Mr. President, take away this credit, and what remains? I 
donot ask what remains to the few, but to the many? Take 
away this system of credit, and then teli me what is teft for la- 
bor and industry, but mere manual toil and daily drudgery? If 
we adopt a system that withdraws capital from active employ. 
ment, do we not dittinish the rate of wages? Ii we curtail the 
general business of society, does not every Jaboring man find 
his condition grow daily worse? In the politics of the day, sir, 
we hear much said about divorces; and when we abolish cro: 
dit, we shall divorce labor from capital; and, depend on it, sir, 
when we divorce labor from capital, capital is hoarded, and 
Jabor starves. ‘Fhe declaration so ofien quoted, that “all who 
trade on borrowed capital ought to break,” is the most aristo- 
cratic sentiment ever uttered inthis country. It isa sentiment 
which, if carried out by political arrangement, would condemn 
the great majority of mankind io the perpetual condition ef 
mere day-laborers. {e gogs to take away from them all that 
solace and hope which arises from possessing something which 
they can call theirown. A man loves his own; it is fit and 
natural that he should do so; and he. will Jove his country and 
its institutions, ifhe have some stake in it, although it be “but a 
very small part of the general mass of property. Ffit be but a 
collage, an acre, a garden, its possession raises him, gives him 
self-respect, and strengthens his attachment to his country. It 
is our happy conditien, by the blessings of Providence, that al- 
most every man of sound health, industrious habits, and good 
morals, can ordinarily attain, at feast, to this degree of comfort 
and respectability; and itis a result devoutly to be wished,’ 
bath for its indivudual and its general consequences, 

Buteven to this degree of acquisition, that credit, of which 
I have already said so much, (as its general effect is to raise the 
price of wages, and vender industry productive,) is highly im- 
portant. There isno condition so low, if it be attended with ir- 
dustry-and economy, which this credit docs not benefit, as any 
one witl find, if he will examine and follow out its operations. 

Such, Mr. President, being the credit system in the United 
States, as } understand it, {now add that the banks have been the 
ageats, and their civeuiation the instrument, by which the gene- 
ral operations of this credit have been conducted. Much of the 
capitalof the country, placed at interest, is vested in bank 
stock, and those who borrow, borrow at the banks: and discounts 
of bills and anticipations of payment in all its forms, the regu- 
lar and appropriate duty of banks, prevail universally. 

In the North, the banks have enabled the manufacturers of 
all classes to realize the proceeds of their industry at an ‘early 
moment. The course bas been, that the producers of commo- 
ities for Southern consumpiien, having despaiched their pro- 
ducts, draw their bills, 'Phese billsare discounted at the banks, 
and with the preceeds other raw material is bought, and other 
labor paid; and thus the generat business is contiyued in pro- 
gress, All this is wel] known to those who have had opportu- 
nity to be acquainted with such concerns. 

But bank credit has not been more uecessary to the North 
than to the South. Lideed, nowhere has interest been higher, 
or the demand for capital greater, or the full benefit of credit 
more indispensable, than m the new cotton and sugar-growing 
States. Lask gentlemen from those States if this be not so? 
Have not the plantations been bought, and the necessary Jabor 
procured, to a great extent, on credit? Has not this credit been 
obtained at the banks? Even now do they not find credits, or 
advances on their crops, important in enabling them to get those 
cropsto market? And if there had been no credit—if a hard- 
money system had prevailed, let me ask them what would have 
been, atibis moment, the condition of things in Alabama, Leu- 
isiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas? These States, sir, with Ten- 
nessee and the South Adantic States, constiiute the great plan- 
tation interest. That there bas been a vast demand for capital 
to be invested in this interest is sufficenuly proved by the bhigh 
price paid for the use of money. i 

In my opinion, sir, credit is as essential to the great export 
ofthe South as to any other interest. The agriculture of the 
cotton and sugar-produciog Staies partakes, it no inconsivera- 
ble degree, of the nature Gf commerce. ‘The product and sale 
of one great staple oniy, is an operation esxentially diferen 
from ordinary farming pursuits. The exports of the South 
indeed, may be considered as the aggregate result of various 
forms and modes of industry, carried on by various hands, and 
in various places, rather than as the mere product of the plan- 
tation. That product itself is local; but its indispensable ai's 
and means are drawn from every partof the Union. What is 
it, sir, that enables Southern tabor to apply itself so exclusively 
to the cultivation of these grea’ articles for export? Certainly, 
it is so applied, because its own necessities for provicion and 
clothing are supplied, meaawhile, from other quarters. The 
South raises to self, anc not to consume; ond with the proceeds 
of the sales it supplies itself with whatever ifs own consuinp- 
dion demands. There are exceptions; but this is the general 
truth. The hat-makers, shoe-makers, furniture-makers, and 
carriage-makers of the North, the spinners at Lowell, and the 
weavers at Philadelphia, are al! contributors to the general pro- 
duet both of cetton and sugar, for export abroad te the live- 
stock raisers of Kentucky, the grain-growing farmers, and all 
who produce and vend provisions, in Indiana, Ohio, and Eh 
nois The Northern ship-owner and the mariner, who carry 
these products to market, are agents acting to the same end: 
and s9 are they too who, liftle thinking of coiton-fields, or sugar 
estates, are purscing their adventurous employment in the 
whale fisheries, over the whole surface, and among all tle 
islands, of the Pacific and the Indian oceans. If we take the 
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annua! cotton crop at sixty millions of dollars, we may, per- 
haps, find that the amount of forty-five millions is expended, 
either for interest on capital. advanced, or for the expense of 
clothing and supporting labor, or in the charges which belong 
to the household, the education of families, and to the domestic 
expenditure ofthe proprietor. 

“hus, sir, all the laborious classes are in truth, cotton grow- 
ers and sugar makers. Each in its own way, and to the extent 
of its own productiveness, contributes to swell the magnitude 
of that enormous export, which was nothing at the commence- 
ment of this Government, and which now has run up to so 
many millions. Through all these operations the stream of 
credit has constantly flowed, and there is nol. one of them 
that will not be checked and interrupted, embarrassed, and 
thwarted. if this stream be now dried up. This connection of 
the various interests of the country with one another forms an 
important and interesting topic. It is ene of the natural ties 
ef the Union. The variety of production, and mutual wants 
mutually supplied, constitute a strong bond between different 
States, and Jong may that bond last, growing with their growth, 
and strengthening with their strength. 

But, Mr. President, that portion ef cur productions which 
takes the form of export, becomes distinct and visible; it is 
prominentand striking, and isseen and wondered at, by every- 
body. ‘The annual returns all show it, and every day’s com- 
mercial intelligence speaks of it. We gaze at it with admira- 
tion, and the world is no less admiring than ourselves. 

With other branches of industry the case is quite different. 
The products of these branches, being put in the train of do- 
mestie exchanges, and consumed in the country, Jo not get 
into statistical tables, ure not collected in masses, and. are sel- 
dom presented, in the aggregate, to the public view. They 
are not of the character of a few large and mighty rivers, but 
of a thousand little streams, meandering through all. the fields 
se railed and of life, and refreshing and fertilizing the 
whole, S 

Few of us, Mr- President, are aware of what would be the 
amount of the general production of the country, if it could be 
accurately ascertained. ‘The Legislature of Massachusetts, un- 
der the recommendation of the intelligent Chief Magistrate of 
that State, has caused to be prepared and published a reporton 
the condition and products of certain branches of its industry, 
for the year ending in April, 1637.. The returns of the authori- 
ties of each city and town were made, apparently, with much 
care; and the whole has been collated by the Secretary of State, 
and the result. distinctly presented in well arranged statistical 
tables. Fromasummatry of the statements in these tables, I 
will take the liberty of selecting a few articles, and of adverting 
te them here, as instances, or specimens, of the avnual product 
of labor and industry in that State. 

Andto begin with a very necessary and important article. I 
find, that of boots and shoes, the value of the whole amount ma- 
nufactured within the year exceeds fourteen millions and a half 
of dollars. Ifthe amount of other articles of the same class, or 
material, be added, viz: leather, saddles, trunks, harness, &c. 
the total will not be far from eighteen milions and a half of 

ollara. 

I will read the names of some other articles, and state the 
amount of annual product belonging to each: 


Couan fabrics -~ - . - $17,409,000 
Woollen fabrica - - : - - 10,399,080 
Fisheries - - è is is - — 7,592,090 
Books and stationery, and paper - - 2,592,000 
Soap and candles - - - - 1,620,000 
Nails, bradsand tacka - $ a - 2,500,000 
Machinery of various kinds - . - 1,235,000 
Agrleuliural implements - - - 645,000 
Glass Hoe ` ž $ x 831,000 
Hats - - - - > - 700,000 
Clothing, neckcloths, &e. . - ` 013.000 
Wao - - - 539,000 


These, sir, are samples. The grand total is ninety-one mil- 
lion seven hundred thousand dollars. From this, however, de- 
ductions are tobe maile forthe cost of the raw material when 
imported, and for certain articles enumerated under different 
heads. But, then, the whole statement is confined to some 
branches of industry only; and to present an entire and compre- 
hensive view, there should be added the gains of commerce 
within the year, the earnings of navigation, and almost the 
whole agricultural product of the State. 

The result of all, if it could be collated and exhibited toge- 
Sher, wonld show that the annual product of Massachusetts 
capital and Massachusetts industry exceeds one hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. Now, sir, Massachusetts is a small State, in 
extent of territory. You may mark outher dimensions seven 
or sien timeson the map of Virgmia. Yet her population is 
seven hundred thousand souls; and the annual result of their Ja- 
boriousindusiry, economy, and labor, is as Ihave stated. 

Mr. President, in looking over thisresult, itis most gratifying 
to find, that iis great mass consists in articles equally essential 
and us-fulto alj classes. They are not luxuries, but necessa- 
ries andcomforts, ‘fhey belong to food and clothing, to house- 
hold conveniences, and education, As they are more and more 
multiplied, the great majority of socicty becomes more elevated, 
better instructed, and hanpier in all respects. {have looked 
through this whole list, sir, to find what there is in it that might 
rly classed among the higher luxuriesof life, and whatdo 
In the whole hundred millions, p find but one suck 
njand that is an item of two or three hundred thousand dol- 
for “jewellery, silver, and silver plate.” This is all that 
belongs to luxury in her annual product of a hundred milie 
and of this, no doubt, the far greater portion was sent ai 
And yet we hear daily, cir, of the amassing ofaristocratie wealih 
by the progress of manufactures and the operations of u E 
ditsystem! Aristocracy, itis said, is ing upon us, and, in 
ihe form of aggregate wealth, is watching to seize political 
power from the hands of the people! Wehave been more than 
once gravely admonis! 
and restorea moialiic currency for the benefit of the poor, the 
rich ought to meltdown their plate! Whatever sucha melting 
process might find to act upon elsewhere, Mr. President, Lassure 
you ibat in Massachusetts it would discover little A few 
spoons, candlesticks, aad other similar articles, some old family 
pirchers and tankards, and the silver porringers of our nurse 
ries, would be aboutihe whole. 

Bir, if there be any aristocrats in Massachusetts, the people 
are all aristocrats; because 1 do not believe there is on earth, in 
a highly civilized soeiety, a greater cquality in the condition of 
men than exists there. If there be a man in the State who 
maintains what is called an equipage, or drives four horses. in 
his-coach, Lam not acquainted with him. On the other hand, 
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there are few who are not able to carry their wives and daugh- 
ters to church in some decent conveyance. Tt is no matter of 
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regret or sorrow to us that few are very rich; but it is our pride >; 


and glory that few are very poor. Wis our still higher pride, 
and our just boast, as F think, that-all her citizens possess means 
of mtelligence and education, and. that, of al! her productions, 
she reckons among the very. chiefest, those which spring from 
the culture of the mind and-the heart. ` 

Mr. President, one of the most striking characteristics of this 
age is the extraordinary: progress which it has witnessed in 
popular knowledge. A new and powerful impulse has been 
acting in the social system of ‘late, producing this effect in a 
striking degree. PES 

In morals, in politics, in art, in literature, there is a vast ac- 
cessioñ to the number of readers, and to the number of profi- 
cients. The present state of popular knowledge is not the re- 
sult of a slow and uniform progress, proceeding throngh a 
lapse of years, with the same regular degree of rmotion. It is 
evidently the result of some new causes, brought into power- 
ful action, and producing their consequences rapidly and 
strikingly. What, sir, ere these causes! 

This is not an occasion, sir, for discussing such a question at 
length: allow me to say, however, that the improved state of 
popular knowledge is but the necessary result of the improved 
condition of the great mass of the peopte. Knowledge is not 
one: of our merely physical wants. Life may be sustained 
without it. But, in order to live, men must be fed, and clothed, 
and sheltered; and ina state of things in which one’s whole 
labor can do no more than procure clothes, food, and shelter, 
he can haye no time nor. means for mental improvement. 
Knowledge, therefore, is not attained, and cannot be attained, 
till there is some degree of respite frum daily manual toil, and 
never ending drudgery. : But whenever a lesa degree of labor 
will produce the absolute necessaries of life, then there’ come 
leisure and means, both to teach and to learn. 

But ifthis great and wonderful extension of popular know- 
ledge be the result of an improved condition, ìt may, in the 
next place, well be asked, what are the causes which have thus 
suddenly produced that great improvement? Ifow jis it that 
the means of food, clothing, and shelter, are now so much more 
cheaply and abundantly procured than formerly? Sir, the 
main cause | take tobe the progress of scientific art, or a new 
extent of the application of science toart. This it is, which 
has so much distinguished the last half century in Europe and 
in America; and its effects are everywhere visible, and espe- 
cially among us. Man has found new allies and auxiliarics in 
the powers of nature, and in the inventions of mechanism. 

The general doctrine of political economy is, that wealth con- 
sists in whatever is useful or convenientto man, and that labor 
isthe producing cause of ali this wealth. This is very true. 
But, then, what is labor? In the sense of political writers, and 
in common language, it means human industry; but, ina phi- 
losophical view, it may receive a much more comprehensive- 
meaning. It isnot, in that view, human toil only—the mere 
action of thews and muscles; but it is any active agency which, 
working upon the materials with which the world is supplied, 
brings forth products useful or convenient to man. The mate- 
rials of wealth are in the earth, in the seas, and in their natural 
and unaided productions. Labor obtains them, works upon 
them, and fashions them to human use. Now, it bas been the 
object of scientific art, or of the application of science to art, to 
increase this active agency, to augment its power, by creating 
millions of laborers in the form of automatic machines, all to 
be diligently employed, and kept at work by tho force of natu- 
ral powers. To thisend these natural powers, principally 
those of steam and falling water, are subsidized and taken into 
human employment. Spinning machines, power looms, and 
all the mechanical divices, acting, among other operatives. in 
the factories and workshops, are butso many laborers. They 
are usually denominated labor-saving machines, but it would 
be more just to call them iabor-doing machines. ‘Shey are 
made to be active agents; to have motion, and to produce 
effect; and though without intelligence, they are guided by 
those laws of science which are exact and perfect, and they 
produce results, therefore, in general, more accurate than 
the human hand is capable of producing. When we look 
upon one of these, we behold a mute fellow-laborer, of im- 
mense power, of mathematical exactness, and of ever-during 
and unwearied effort. And while he is thus a most skilful 
and productive laborer, he is a non-consumer—at least, be- 
yond the wants of his mechanical being. He is not clamorous 
for food, raiment, or sheiter, aad makes no demands for the 
expensesof education. The eating and drinking, the reading 
and writing and elothes-wearing world, are benefited by the 
labors of these co-operatives, in the same way as if Providence 
had provided for their service millions of beings, like ourselves 
in external zppearance, able to labor aad to toil, and yet re- 
quiring litte or nothing for their own consumption or subsis- 
tence; or rather, as if Providence had created a race of giants, 
each of whom, demanding no more for his support and con- 
sumption than a common laborer, should yet be able to per- 
form the werk ofa hundred. . 

Now, six, turn back to the Massachusetts tables of production, 
and you will see that itis these automatic allies and co-opera- 
tors, and these powers of nature, thus employed and placed un- 
der human direction, which have come, with such prodigious 
effect, to man’s aid, in the great business of procuring the 
means of living, ofcomfort, and of wealth, and which have so 
swollen the products ofher skilful industry. Look at these ta- 
bles once more, sir, and you will see the effects of labor, united 
with and acting upo capital. Look yet again, and you wil 
that credin mutual trust, prompt and punctual dealings and 
commercial confidence, are all mixed np as indisgensabie ele- 
mentsin the generalsysiem. I will ask you to look yet once 
more, sir, and you will perceive that general competence, 
great equatity in human condition, a degree of popular knew- 
ledge and intelligence, nowhere surpassed, if anywhere equal- 
led, and the prevalence of good moral sentimen’, and extraordi- 
nary general prosperity, is the result of the whole. Sir, I have 
done with Massachusetts. Fdo not praise the old “Bay State” 
ofthe Revolution; I only present her 2s she is. 

Mr. President, such is the state of things actually existing 
ja the country, and of which I have now given youa sample. 
And yet these are persons who constantly clamor against this 
state of things, They cail it. aristocracy. They beseech.the 
poor to make war upon the rich, while, in truth, they know not 
who are either rich or poor. They complain of oppression, 
speculation, and the pernicious influence of accumulated 
wealth. They cry out loudly against all banks andcorpora- 
tions, andall the means by which small capitals become united, 


i in order to produce important and beneficial results, They 


--eurrency,) a vast addition was immediately. made to.th 
: ber of State banks, Tn 1833, the public deposifès were 


In a country where. property is mor 
where else, they rend the air wi 
‘doctrines: Tria country’ where the wages of laborare” i 

ond.all parallel, and where lands are cheap; and the meant of 


thirty millions. 
amount of their loans and discounts, may b; taken at four hun- 
dred and fifty millions. S 5 : 
Now, sir, this very short statemént exhibits at once a general: 
outline of our existing system of currency and credit. reste 
a great amount of money or property in banks asiheir assigned 
and appropriate cap tal, and we s ea great amount due to these 
banks. These bank debtors generally belong to the classes of. 
active business, or are such as have taken up ‘credits for pur: 
poses of investment in lauds or merchandise: looking to fatare 
proceeds as the means of payment. If we compure this state 
of circulation of bank capital and bank debt, with the same 
things in: England, important differences will not: ailto strike us, 
The whol: paper circulation of England, by the ‘Jatest/ac- 
counts, is twenty-eight m Slions sterling—made up of. eighteen. 
millions of Bank of England notes, and ten: millions of the notes 
of private. bankers and joint-stock companies; bullion inthe 
bank, nine and a half millions; debts due the Bank uf England, 
twenty-two and a half millions... The aniount of loans and dis- 
counts by private bankers and joiit-steck companies isnot’ 
usually stated, I believe, in the public accounts. If it bear:the 
same proportion to their notes in circulation, as in the case of 
the Bank of England, it would exceed twelve millions. We 
may, therefore take the amount of bank debtsin England to. be 
thirty-five millions. But I suppose that, of the securities held 


by the Bank of England, exchequer notes constitute a large part; © 


in other words, that a large part of the bank debt is due by the 
Government. The amount of coin.in actual circulation, is esti» 
mated to be thirty anda half millions. The whoe amount: of 
circulation in England, metallic and paper; is usually stated, ini 
round numbers, at sixty millions; which, rating the pound 
sterling at $4.80, is equai to two hundred and eight ‘eight mil- 
lions of dollars. = i fae tae 
It will be seen, sir, that our paper circulations one-half Tess 
than that of England, but our bank debt is, nevertheless, much 
greater; since thirty-five millions sterling amount to oniy one 
hundred and sixty-eight millions of dollars; and this sum, too, 
includes the amount of exchequer bills, or Government debt in. 
the form of such bills, which the Bank holds. These factsare’ 
very material to any just comparison of the sate of things in 
thetwocountries. The whole, or nearly the whole, capital of 
the Bank of England, is lent to Government, not by means of 
exchequer notes, but ona permanent loan. And as tothe pri- 
vate banks and joint-stock companies, though they issue: bills. 
for circulation, they have no assigned or appropriated capital 
whatever. The bills circulate on the private credit of the ingi- 
vidual banker, or of those who compose the joint stock compa- 
nies. In the United States, an amount of capital, supposed to be 
sufficient to sustain the credit ef the paper and secure the public 
against loss, is provided by law, in the act of incorporation for. 
each bank, and is assigned asa trustifund for the payment of the 
liabilities of the bank; and it this capital be fairly and substan- 
tially advanced, itisa proper security, andin most cases, no 


doubt, it is substantially advanced. ‘The directors are trustees ~ 
ofthis fund; and they are liable, both civilly and criminally, for 


mismanagement, embezzlement, or breach of trust. Ber, 
This amount of capital, thus secured, is the. basis of loans and 
discounts; and this is the reason why permanent, or atleast 
long, loans are not considered so inappropriate to banking opera 
tions with us, as they are in Eagland. With us, itis evident 
that the directors are agents, holding a fund intended!to be 
loaned, and acting between lender. and borrower; and this form 
ofioan has been found exceedingly convenient, and useful tn the 
country. A 7 ae a ; 
In-some. States, it is generally preferred. to: mortgages, 
though there are others, in which mortgages: are usual. 
Whether exactly conformable tu the true nation. of banking, or 
not, the truth is, that the object and-operation: of our banks is 
to loan money; and this is. mostly án personal security... The 
system, no donbt, is liable to abase, in-pariicular instances, 
There: may be directors who will Joan toa freely to themselves 
and their friends. Gross cases of this kind kave recenuy been 
detected and exposed, and, I hope, will be suitably treated; but, 


considering the great number of banks, these instances, Tthink; 


are remarkably few. In general, the banks have been well 
conducted, and are beHeved to. be’ salvent and safe. ie 
We have heard much, sit, ja the course of this debate, of 
excess in the issue of Dank notes for circulation... Lhavene 
doubt, sir, that there was a very improper expansion some: 
years-aco. When President Jackson. in 1832, had negatived. 
the bill for continuing the Bank of the United States, Cwhicheet. 
‘I esteem as the true original source of all the-diserders of the 


e equally divided than any?” 
i the: shouting of agrarian 
ee! 
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APPENDi < TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


In “ependent Treasury—Mr. Webster. 


removed from the Bank of the United States, and placed in se- 
lected State banks. And, for the purpose of showing how 
much better the public would be accommodated without, than 
with, a Bark of the United Siates, these banks were not only 
encouraged, but adsaonished, to be free and liberat in loans and 
discounts, made on the strength of the public moneys, to mer- 
chan‘s and other individuals, The circular letiet from the 
Treasury Department, addressed to the new deposite banks, 
under date of September 26, 1323, has this significant clause, 
which could not have been misunderstood: 

“The deposites of public mouey will enable you to afford in- 
crecsed facilities to commerce. and to extend your accommoda- 
tions to individuals; and as the duties which are payable to the 
Government arise from the business and enterprise of the mer- 
chants engaged in foreign trade, it is but reasonable that they 
should be preferred in the additional accommodation which the 
pablic deposites will enable your institution to give, whenever it 
can be done without injustice io the claims of other Classes of the 
community,” 

Having read this letter, sir, I leave to refer the Senate to 
the 20th section of the bill now before us. There we find that, 
“ifany officer, charged with the safe-keeping of the public mo- 
ney, shall loan the same, or any portion thereof, with or without 
interest, such act shall be deemed an embezzlement and ahigh 
misdemeanor, and the party convicted thereof shall be sentenced 
to imprisonment.” Sir, what a pretty piece of consistency is 
here! Jn 1833 the depositories of the public money were not 
even ieft to their own desire for gain, or their wishes to accom- 
modate others, as being sufficient incentives to lend it out: the 
were admonished and directed to afford increased facilities to 
commerce, and to extend their accommodations to individuals, 
since the public moneys in their vaults would enable them to 
give such additional accommodation! Now, sir, under this 
vill, any officer who shall do any one of the same things, instead 
of being praised, isto be punished: he is to be adjudged guilty 
ofembezzl:ment, and ofahigh misdemeanor, and is to be con- 
fined, fur aught I know, in ceils as dark and dismal asthe vaults 
and safes which are to contain our metallic currency. But, 
although I think, sir, that the acts of Government created this 
expansion, yet I am certainly of opinion that there was a very 
undue expansion created. A contraction, however, had begun; 
and I am of opinion, that had it not been for the specie order of 
duly, 1836, and for the manner in which the deposite law was 
executed, tie banks would have gone through the crisis without 
suspension. This is my full and firm belief. Icannot, however, 
discuss these points here. They were treated with very great 
ability, last year, by a gentleman who then occupied one of the 
seats of Georgia cn this floor. _Whomscever he did not salisiy, 
I cannot convince. Sull, sir, the question is, whether there was 
an excess In the genera] amount of our circulation, in May last, 
or whether there be now such excess. 

By what standard is this to be judged? If the question be, 
whether there be too much paper in circulation, it may be 
answered by reference to the amount of coin in the banks from 
which the paper issues; because I am unquestionably of opi- 
nion—an opinion which 1 believe nothing can ever shake—that 
the true criterion by which to decide the question of excess, in 
a convertible paper currency, is the amount of that paper, 
compared with the gold and silver in the banks. Such excess 
would net be proved, absolutely and certainly in every case, by 
the mere fact of the suspension of specie payments; because 
such anevent might be produced by panic, or other sudden 
cause, having power to disturb the best regulated system of 
paper circulation, But the immediate question now is, whe- 
ther, taking the whole circulation together, both metallic aad 
paper, there was an excess existing in May, oris an excess 
now existing? Is one hundred and thirty millions an exces- 
sive or undue amount of circulation for the United States? 
Seeing that one part of this circulation is coin, and the other 
part paper, resting upon. coin, and intended to be convertible, 
is the whole mass more than may be fairly judged necessary 
to represer.tthe property, the transactions, and the business of 
the country? Or, in order to sustain such an amount of cir- 
culation, and to keep that part of it which is composed of pa- 
per in a safe state, should we be obliged to attempt to draw 
to ourselves more than our just proportion of that metallic mo- 
ney, which is in the use of all the commercial nations? These 
questions appear to me to be but different modes of stating the 
same inquiry. 

Upon this subejct we may, perhaps, form some general idea, 
by comparing ourselves with others. Various things no doubt 
existin different places and countries, to modify, either by en- 
larging or diminishing, the demand for money or currency in 
the transaction of business; still the amount of trade and com- 
merce may furnish a genera} clement of comparison between 
different States or nations. The aggregate of American im- 
ports and exports in 1836 was three hundred and eighteen mil- 
lions; that of England, reckoning the pound sterling at $4 80, 
tin, was Par hundred and eighty millions, as near as 1 can 
ascertain; the currency of Exgland being, as already stated, sixty 
millions sterllag, or two hundred and eighty-eight millions of 
dollars, If we work out a result from these proportions, the 
currency ofthe United States, it will be found, should be one 


ask 


hundred and ninety millions, in order to be eqnal to that of 


England; but, according to the estimates ofthe Treasury, it did 
not, even in that year, exceed one hundred and eighty millions. 

Our population is about equal to that of England and Wales. 
The amountof our mercantile tonnage, perhaps, one-fifth less. 
But then we are to consider that our country is vastly wider, 
and our facilities for internal exchange, by means of bills of ex- 
change, greatly Jess. Indeed, there are branches of our inter- 
course in which remittances cannot be well made, except in cur- 
rency. Take one examp'e: the agricultural products of Ken- 
tucky aye sold tothe South: her purchases of commodities made 
atthe North. There can be; therefore, very little of direct ex- 
change between her and the places of purchase and sale. The 
trade goes raundin a circle. Therefore, while the Bank of the 
United Statesexisted, payments were made to a vast amount in 
the Northand last by citizens of Kentucky and of the States si- 
milarly situated, net in bills of exchange, but In the notes of 
the Bank. 

These considerations augment the demand for currency. 
More than ail, the country is new, sir; almos? :he entire amount 
of our capital active; and the whole amount. of Property, in 
the aggregate, rapidly increasing, In the last three years thirty- 
seven millions of acres of land have been separated from the 
Wilderdess, purchased, paid for, and become subject to private 
iadividual ownership, to transfer and sale, and all other dispo- 
sitions to which other real estate is subject. _ It has thus become 
property; to be bought.andso.d for money; whereas, while in 
the hands of Government, it called for no expenditure, formed 


cy. Within that short period our people have bought from 
Government a territory aa large as the whole of England and 
Wales, acd, taken together, far more ferille by: nature... This 
seems incredible, yet the returns show it. Suppose all. this to 
have been bought at the minimum price of a dellarand a quar- 
ter per acre; and suppose the value to'be increased in the còm- 
mon ratio in which we know the value of land is increased, by 
such purchase, and by the preliminary steps and beginnings of 
cultivation; an immense augmentation, it will readily be per 
ceived, is made, evenin so short a time, of the aggregate of 
property, in nominal price, and, to agreat extent, in real value 
also, 

Oa the whole, sir, I confess I know ne.standard-by which I 
can decide that our circulation is at presentin excess. Ido not 
believe jt isso. Norwas there, as I think, any depreciation m 
the value of money, up to the moment of the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks, comparing our currency with 
the currency of other nations. An American paper dollar 
would buy a sliver dollar in England, deducting only the charge 
of transporting a dollar across the ocean, because it commanded 
a silver dollarhere. There may be excess, however, I admit, 
where thereisno present depreciation, in the sense in which I 
now use the term. 

it is hardly necessary to dwell, Mr. President, on the evils of 
a suddenly depreciated circulation. It arrests bneinėss, puts 
an end to it, and overwhelms ail debtors, by depression and 
downfall of prices. And even if we reduce circulation—not 
suddenly, but still reduce it farther than is necessary to keep 
it within just and reasonable limits—we produce many mis- 
chiefs; weaugment the necessity of foreign loans; we contract 
business, discourage enterprise, slacken the activity of capital, 
and restrain the commercial spirit of the country. Itis very 
important to be remembered, sir, that, in our intercourse with 
other nations, we are acting on a principle of equality; that is 
to say, we do not protect our own shipping interest by pecd- 
liar privileges; we ask a clear field, and seek no favor. Yet, 
the materials for ship building are high with us, and the wages 
of ship builders and seamen are high also. Wehaveto con- 
tend against these unfavorable circumstances; and if, in addi- 
tion to these, we are to suffer further by unnecessary restraints 
on Currency, and by acramped credit, who can tell what may 
bethe effect? Money is abundant in England, very abundant; 
the rate of interest, therefore, is low, and capital will be seeking 
its investment wherever itcan hopeto find it. If we derange 
our own currency, compulsively curtail circulation, and 
break up credit, how are the commerce and navigation of the 
United States to maintain themselves agains; foreign com peti- 
tron? 

Before leaving, altogether, this subject of an excessive circu- 
lation, Mr, President, 1 will say a iew words apon a topie 
which, iftime would permit, 1 should be giad to consider at 
more iengih; I mean, sir, the proper guards and securities for 
@ paper circulation. Ihave occasionally addressed the Senate 
on this subject before, especially in the debate on the specie 
circular, in December, 1836; bu! I wish to recur to itagain, be- 
cause I hold it to be of the utmost importance to prove, if it 
can be proved, to the satisfaction of the country, that a conver- 
tible paper currency may be so guarded as te be secure 
against probable dangers. ‘I say, ‘sir, a convertible paper cur- 
rency: for J lay it down as an unquestionable truth, that no pa- 
per can be made equal and kept equal to gold and silver, but 
such as is convertible into gold ard silvor, on demand. But, I 
have gone farther and stiJl go father than this; and 1 contend 
that even convertibility, though itself indispensable, is not a 
certain and unfailing ground of reliance. There isa liability 
te execssive issues of paper, even while paper isconvertible at 
will, Gfthis, therecan be no doubt, here, then, shall a 


regulator be found? What prinsip!e of prevention may we 
rely on? 


is very well. But banks of circulation exercise another 
function, fy the very act of issuing their own paper, they af- 
fect the amount ofcurrency. In England, the Bank of England, 
and in the United States, all the banks, expend or contract the 
amount Of circalation, of course, asthey increase or curtail the 
general amount oftiely own paper, And this readers it neces- 
sary that they should be regulated and controlled. The ques- 
tion is, by what ru To this I answer, by subjecting all 
banks to the rule which the most discreet of them always fol 
low—by compeiling them to maintain a certain fixed propor- 
tion between specie and circulation; without regarding deposites 
on one hand, cr notes payable on the other. 

There wiil aiways occur occasional fluctuations in trade, and 
a demanà for specie, by one country on another, will arise. It 
is too much the practice, when such occurrencestake place, and 
specie is leaving the country, for banks to issue more paper, in 
order to preventa scarcity of money. But exactly the opposite 
course should be adopted. A demand for specie io go abroad 
should be regardedas conclusive evidence of the necessity of 
contracting circulation. 1f indeed, in such cases, it could be 
certainly known that the demand would be of shor: duration, 
the temporary pressure might be relieved by an issue of paper 
to fillthe place of departing specie. But this can sever be 
known. Thege is no safety, therefore, but in meeting the case 
atthe momeut, and in conforming to the infallible in: of the 
exchanges. Circulating paper is thus always kept nearer to the 
character, and to the circumstances ef that, of which it is de- 
signed to be the representative—the metallic money. Thi 
sabject be pursued, I think, and clearly Wiusira A 
for the present, 1 only express.my belief that, with experience 
before us, and with the lights which recent disc: ons, boti in 
Europe and America, hold out, a National Bank micht be esta. 
blished, with more regard to its function of reguiating currency 
than to its function of discount, on priaciples, and sub 
guiations, such as should render its operations extreme 
and I shonidhepe that, with an example before them of plaia 
and eminent advantage, State institutions would conform to the 
les and principles; and that, in tèis way, all the advan. 
tages of convertible paper might be enjoyed, with just security 


ly useful; 


the basis of no transactions, and created no demand forcurren: | 


against its dangers. . 

I have detained the Senate too long, sir, with these observa- 
tions upon the state of the country, and its pecuniary system 
and condition. i 

And now, when ihe banks kave suspended payments, 


ubiversally; when the interhal exchanges areal deranged; and 
the business of the country most- seriously. interrapted, thé 
questions are— : gen ho Mie toe 
Whether the-measure before uss suitable to-our-condition? 
and, À ž E E S T 
Whether it isatjust and proper exercise and fulfilment of 
the powers and duties of Congress? eee : 

What, then, sir; wih be the practical: operation and effect of 
this measure, if it shouid become adaw? the z ‘ : 

Like its predecessor of the last séssion, the bill ‘proposes: no- 
thing. for the: general currency of the country; nothing to Te 
store exchanges; nothing to bring abouta speedy resumption - 
of specie payments by the banks. Ita whole professed object ia 
the collection and disbursementof the public revenue. “Some of 
its friends, indeed, say, that when it shal! go into operation, it 
will, incidentally, produce ‘a favorable effect-on the currency, 
by restraining the issue of bank paper. But others press it ay 
if its effect was to be the final overthrow of all banks, and 
the introduction ofan exclusive metallic currency for all ‘the 
uses of the country. á 

Are we to understand, then, that it is intended, by means, of 
which this is the first, to rid the countty ofall banks, as being 
butso many nuisaites, and to abolish-all paper currency what-> 
ever? s 

Oris it expected, on the contrary; that after this system shall 
be adopted for the use of Government, there will still be a paper 
currency in the country for the use of the people? 

And if there shall still be a paper currency, will that curren: 
cy consist: of irredeemable Government paper, or of converti- 
ble bank notes, such as have circulated heretofore? ` These 
questions must be answered, before we can judge accurately of 
the operation of this bill. i 

Asto an exclusive metallic currency, sir, the Administration 
on this point is regularly Janus-faced, Out doors, and among 
the people, it shows itself “all climquant, all in gold.” There, 
every thingis to be hard money—no paper rags—~no delusive 
credits—no bank monopolies—no trust in paper of asy kind, 
But in the Treasury Department, and in the Houses of Congress, 
we see another aspect—a mixed appearance, partly gold and 
partly paper; gold: for Government, and ‘paper for the peope. 
The smati voice which isheard here, allows the absolute neces- 
sity of paper of some sort, and to some extent. “Bat the shouts 
in the community demand the destruction of all banks, and the 
final extermination of all paper circulation. i 

To the people the lion roars against paper money inal the 
loudness and terror of his natural voice; hut to members of Con. 
gress he is more discreet. Lest he should frighten them out of 
their wits, he here restrainsand modulates, aid roars “as gently 
as any sucking dove, or, as it were, any nightingale? -The ini 
practicability ofan exclusive metallic currency, the absurdity 
of attempting any such thing ja a country like this, are so mà- 
nifest, that nobody here undertakes to support it by any reason» 
ing orargument. All thats said in its favor is generni denon 
ciation of paper, general outcry against the banks, and declama- 
ion against existing institutions, full of sound and fury, signity- 
ing nothing. i ies 

"The moment any one considers it, he sees how ridiculous any: 
such attempt would be, An exclusive metallic circulation for 
the second commercial country on earth, in the nineteenth Cen: 
tury. Sir, you might as well propose to abolish commerce altos: 

ether, : 

S The currency of England is estimated atsixty milions ster: 
ling: and it.is Mr. McCulioch’s calculation, thatif this currens 
cy were all gold, allowing only one-quarter of one per cent. for 
wear of materials, ‘the annual expense attending sucha cut 
rency, would be three miillions and'a quai tera year, or dearly 
five per cent. upon the whole, < With ts, this:charge’ 
much greater. The loss of capital. would be more, owing to” 
the higher rates of interest; and besides all this, is the cost of 
transportation, which, ina country so extensive as ours, would 
be vast, and nor easily calculated. We should also require, 
proportionally, mere specie than. is requisite in England, be- 
cause our system of exchange, by means of bills of exchange, ix, 
at present, and would bs, under such a system asis proposed, much 
less perfect and. convenient than thatof England. Besides, the 
English metalic circulation ismostly gold, gold being in England ; 
the standard metal. With us, silverand gold both ore made 
standards, at a fixed relation; and if we should succeed to keep 
relation so true asto preserve both of the precious’ mefalg 
g us, (which, indeed, is not very probable, our cirea. 
tion would be still more expensive and cumbrous, fron. the“ 
quantity of silver which it. wouid contain. “The'silverin the > 
world is estimated to be fifty times that of gold in amount, and 
consequently something more than three times in value. If” 
both ‘should circulate, therefore, equally, in’ proportion ‘to 
value, the currency would be three paris silver, and one 
vig, : i 
. Now, sir, the annual expense of such a circulation, upon 
the hasisof Mr. McCulloch’s estirnate, would exceed. the whole 
annual expenditure made for our army and navy. Consider, 
sir, the amount ofaciual daily payments mate in the country. 
It is difficult to estimate it, and quite impossible to ascertain Hy 
with any accuracy. _ But we can form some notion of it; by the 
daily umounter payments in the banks in some of the cities. n- 
times of pri = business and commerce, the daily amount 
f anks of New Yo.k along has been equal tò 
millions. Whether we call this a tenth, a twentieth, ora 
Aficth part of ail the payments and receipts made daily in 
the country, we see (o what an aggregaie result the whole 
would rise. And haw is iipossibie that such amount of receipt 


_ aud paymest-could be performed by an actual passiag of gold 


and silver from haad to hand? 

Such notions, sir, hardly require setions refutation. 
Mr. President, a metalic currency would ti 
banks imm ye Where woukl the moray 

Id it be remitted? . Banks of deposite mast and 
stanuy provided:fer it, Would the merchants of 
the cities be ‘seen, in their. daily walts of busiuess;-with ser- 
vants behind them, with bags of gold and kegs of silver on. 
ir wheeldarrows? What folly is great enough to imagine 
2? Ef there. were not naw a ban’ -nete, nor a-bank inthe 
and if there sheukd be an extlusive specie currency 
i Bi be banks 


636 


25ra Conc.. 2ND Sess. 


reject the experience of the most civilized nations, for some 
centuries, as well as all our own experience, and have returned 
to the rude conceptions of former times. These certificates of 


deposite would soon be found to be often issued without any. 


solid capital, or actual deposite. Abuses arising from this 
source would call for legislative interference, and the Legisla- 
ture would find it necessary to restrain the issue of paper in- 
tended for circulation, by enacting that such issue should only 
be.made on the strength ofcompetent capital, actually provided 
and assigned, placed under proper regulations, and managed 
by persons responsible to the laws.. And this would bring us 
again exactly to the state of things in which we now are; that 
is to say, to the use of the paper of banks, established, regu- 
lated, and controlled by law. In the meantime, before this 
process could be-carried through, half the community wontd 
be make bankrupt by the ruin of their business, and by the 
violent and revolutionary changes of property which the pro- 
cess would create.- The whole’ class of debtors, all that live 
more by industry than on capital, would be overwhelmed with 
undistinguishing destruction. 

There will then, sir, be no such thing as an exclusive paper 
currency. The country will not be guilty of the folly of at- 
tempting it. 

{should have felt that have occupied foo much time with 
such a senseless and preposterous suggestion, were it not the 
manifest object of partisans to press such notions upon the at- 
tention of the people, in aid of the war against the banks. 

We shail then, sir, have paper ofsome sort, forming a part 
ofour currency. What will that paperbe? The honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina, admitting that paper is ne- 
Cegsary asa part of the currency, or circulation, has contended 
that the paper ought to be Government paper—Goveroment 
paper, vot convertible nor redeemable, only so far as by being 
receivable for debts and dues to Government. My colleague 
has endeavored to satisfy the Senate, that the aim ofthe whole 
system, of which he regards this bill as but part, is ta establish 
a circulation of Government paper and a Goveinment bank. 
Other gentlemen have taken the same view ofit But, asthe 
bill itself does not profess any such purpose, I am willing to 
discuss it in the character in which it presents itself. I take it 
for whatits friends say itis—a bill making further provision 
for collecting the revenues. k 

We are then, sir, stiil to have paper asa genera] medium of 
circulation; that paper isto be the paper of banks; but Govecn- 
ment is to be divorced from these banks, altogether. It is not 
to keep its funds in them, as here‘ofore. It is to have nothing 
todo with them, butis to collect and disvurse ‘its revenues by 
its own means, and its own Officers. : 

The receipt of the notes of specie paying banks is to be par- 
tially allowed for some time, but itis to be gradually discon- 
tinued ; and six years hence, we are to arrive at the maturity 
andthe perfection of the system. When that auspicious day 
comes, Government is to receive and to pay out gold and sil- 
ver, and nothing but gold and silver. ne 

Now, Mr. President, let us anticipate this joyous epoch ; let 
ns suppose the six years to haveexpired; and let us imagive 
this bill, with its specie payments and all, to be in full opera- 
tion atthe present hour. What wil) theoperation be? In the 
first place, disregarding all question of public convenience, or 
the g-neral interests of the people, how will this system work 
asa meré mode of collecting and paying out revenue? Let us 
nee. r 
Our receipts and expenditures may be estimated, each, at 

thirty millions a year. Those who think this estimate either 

too high o1 toolow, may make the necessary allowance. Here, 
then, isthe sum of thirty millions, to be colested and paid out 
every year; and it is all to be counted, actually told over, dollar 
alier dollar,fand gold pice after gold piece; and how many times 
counted? Let usinguireinto that. The importing mer-hant, 
whase ship has arrived, and who bas cash duries to pay, goes to 
the bank for his money, and the teller counts it out: thatis once. 
. He carries itto the custom-house, pays it, an! the clerks count 
it over: thatis twice. Some days afterwards, be collector 
takes It ou; a dchests, carries it to the receiver ge- 
noral’s office, end th itis counted again, and poured into the 
pags and chests of that office: that is the third time. Presently 
a warrant comes from the Treasury, in favor of some disburs- 
ine officer, and the boxes are opened, and the n-cessary sums 
counted owt: this is the fourth counting. And, fifthly and last- 
ly, the disbursing officer pays itto the persons entitied to receive 
it, on contracis, or for pensions, salaries, or other claims. Thirty 
mitlions of hard money are thusto be handled and toid over five 
times in the course of the year; and ifthere be tranf rs from 
place to place, then, of course, it isto be counted so much of 
imer. Government officers, ther fore, are to count over one 
hundred.and fifty millions of dollars a year; which, allowing 
three hundred working diss inthe year, gives five hundred 
thousand dollars a day, But this is notall, Once a quarter, 
the naval officer fs ta count the cojlector’s money, and the r = 
ter inthe land office is to count the receivers money. Ar A 
moreover, sir, every how and then the Secretary of the Treasu- 
is to authaiize unexpected and impromptu countisgs, M his 
retion, and just to satisfy his own mind! t 
n whata money-counting, tinkling, jingling generation we 
lbet Allthe money-e e § ; 
as nothing tous. O sound wiil go forth into alt lands. 
shall all be like the king in the dicty of the nursery: 
“There sat the king, a counting of his money.” 

You observe, sir, that these receipts and payments 
not be made in parcels, without ti aciual handling of es 
piece ofcoin, ‘The marks on kegs ofdollars, and che labels on 
bags of gold, are not io be trusted. ‘Shey area part of © edit 
ahd all credit, all trast, all confidence, is to be done away 
When the surveyor, for instance, 


hangev’s in Solomon's temple will be 
We 


at the custom-huuse, 
mine themoney on hand, in possession of the collec- 
tor, or receiver general, he is, of course, to count the money. 
No other examination can come to any thing. y He cannot tell, 
from external appearance, nor from the weight, whether the 
collector has loaned out the money, and filled the bags and 
boxes up with sind afd lead, or not Nor can counterfeit 
pieces be othe detected than by actual handling. He 
raust open, He examine, he must couai And se at the 
land offices, the mi and elsewhere, H these officers shal 
have a tasie for silver sounds, they are likely te be gratified. | 
Mr. President, in ail soberness, is not this whole operation 
sreposterous? : or 
: te begins by proposing to keep the public moneys. This, it- 
self, in thesense the word is here used, isa perfect noveliy, es 
pecially in the Unti States. Why keep the public money % 
that is to-say, why hoard them, why deep them out of use? 


Inde; endent Treasury—Mr. Websters. 


The use of money isin the exchange. It is designed -to circu- 
late, not to be hoarded. Ali that Government should:have:to 


do with it, isto receive it to-day, that it may pay it away to- | 


morrow. k should not receive jt; before it needs it; andit 
should part with it assoon as.it owes it. To keep it—that is, 
to detain it, to hold it back from general use, to hoard it, is a 
conception belonging to barbarous times and barbarous. Go- 

vernments. How would it strike us, if we should see other 
great commercial naiogs acting upen sich a system? . [fEng-- 
land, with a revenue òf fifty millions sterling a year, were 

found to be collecting and disbursing every shilling of itin 

hard money, through all thé ramifications of her vast expendi- 

ture, should we not think her mad? But the system 1s werse 

here, because it withdraws just so much active capital from 

he uses ofa country that requires capital, and is paying inte- 

rest for capital wherever it can obtain it. ` 

But now. sir, allow me to examine the operation of the mea- 
sure upon the genera! interest of commerce, and upon the ge- 
neral currency of the country. And iu this point of view, the 
first great question is, What amount of gold and silver will this 
operation subtract from the circulation of the country, and from 
the use ofthe banks? 

In regard to this important inquiry, we are not without the 
means of formingsome judgment. “An official report from the 
Treasury, made to the other iTouse, shows that, for the last ten 
years, there has been, at the end.of each year, os an average, fif- 
teen millions and four hundred thousand dollars in the Treasu- 
ry. And thissum isexclusive of ail that had been collected of 
the people, but had not yetreached the Treasury; and also of all 
that had been drawn from the Treasury hy disbursing officers, 
but which had nat yet been by them paid toindividuals. Add- 
ing these sums together, sir, and the resultis that on an ave- 
rage, for the last ten years, there have been at least twenty mil- 
lions ofdollars inthe Treasury. I donot mean, of course, that 
this sum js, the whole of it, unappropriated. I mean that this 
amount has in faet been in the Treasury, either not appropri- 
ated or nor ca'led for under appropriations; so that if this Sub- 
‘Treasury scheme had been in operation in times past, of the 
specie in the currency twenty millions would have been con- 
stantly$locked up in the safes and vaults. Now, sir, Ido not be- 
ve that, for these ten years, the whole amount of silver and 
gold in the country has exceeded, on the average, fifty or sixty 
millions. Ido not believe itexceeds sixty. millions at the pre- 
sent moment; and if we had now the wholesystem in compiete 
operation, it would lock up, and keep locked up, one full ihird 
of all the specie in the country. Locked up, I say—hoarded— 
rendered as useless to ali purposes of commerce and business, 
as if it were carried back to its native mines. Sir, is it notin- 
ceivable that any man should fall upon such a scheme of po- 
licy as this? Isit possible that any one can fail to see the de- 
siructive effects of such a policy on the commerce and the 
currency of the country? 

It is true the system does not come into operation all at once. 
But it begins its demands for specie immediately; it calls upon 
the banks, and it calis upon individuals, for their hard dollars, 
that they may be put away and locked upin the Treasury, at 
the very moment when the country is suffering for want of 
more specte in the circulation, and the banks are suffering 
for means to enable them to resume their payments, And 
this, it is expected, will improve the currency, and facilitate 
resumption. 

Ithas heretofore been asserted, that the general currency of 
the country needed to be strengihened, by the introduction of 
more specie into the circulation. This has been insisted on for 
years. Letitbeconceded. I have admitted it, and, indeed, con- 
tended for the proposition heretofore, and endeavored to prove 
it, But itmust be plain to every body, that any addition of spe- 
cie, in order to be useful, must either go into the circulation, as 
a part of that circulation, orelse it must go into the banks, to 
enable them the better to sustain and redeem their paper. But 
this bill is calculated to promote neither of those ends, but ex- 
actly the reverse. It withdraws specie from the circulation 
and from the banks, and piles it up in useless heaps in the 
Treasury. Jt weakens the general circalation, by making the 
portion of specie, which js part of it, so much the less; it 
weakens the banks, by reducing the amount of coin which sup- 
ports their circulation. The genera! evil imputed to cur cur- 
rency, for some years past, is, that paper has formed too great 
a portion of it. The operation of this measure must be to in- 
crease that very evil. I have admitted the evil, and have con- 
curred in measures to remedy it. Ihave favored the withdraw. 
ing of small bills from circulation, to the end that specie might 
take theirplace. I discussed this policy, and supported it, as 
early as 1832. My colleague, who. shortly after that period, 
was placed in the chair of the chief magistracy of Massachu- 
ed jts consideration, at tengih, upon the attention of 
ture of that State. Istiil think it was a right poticy. 
States had hegun toadontit. But the measures of 
the Administration, and especially this proposed measure, 
throw this policy all aback. ‘They undo at once all that we 
have been laboring. Such, andso pertinacious has-been the 
demand of Government for specie, and such new demand does 
this bul promise to create, that the States have found themselves 
compelled again to issue small bills for the use of the people. 
li was a day of rejoicing, as we have letely seen, among the 
people of New York, when the Legislature of that State sus- 
pendel the small-bill restraining jaw, and furnished the people 
with some medium for small payments, better than the mise- 
rable trash which now annoys the community. 

The Government, thorefore, I insist, is evidently breaking 
down its awn declared policy; itis defeating, openly and mani- 
featly defeating, itsawn professed objects. 

And vet, theory, imagination, presumptuous alization. 
the application of military movements to questions of cam- 
merce and finance, and the abstractions of metaphysics, ofi 
uns, in sucha state of things, thelr panacea. And what 
Whatisit? What isto cure or mirigate these evils, or what is 
to ward oir futnre calamities? Why, sir, the. most agreeable 
remedy imaginable; the kindest. tenderest, mast soothing, and 
solacing application in the whole world! Nothing. sir, nothing 
econcile- 


upon earth, but a smart, delightful, perpetual, and 
able warfare, between the Government of the Unied States 
and the Siate hanks! AU will be well, we are assnred. 


when the Government and the banks become antagonistical! 
Yes. sir. “aniagonisticall’”’ that is the word. Whata stroke of 
policy, sir, isthis! It is asdelicate a strategem as poor old 
King Lear’s. and a good deal like it. It proposes that we 
should tread lightly along, in felt or on velvet, tl we get the 
banks within our power, and then, “kill, kill, kitt? 

Sr, we may talk as much as we please about the resump- 
tion of specie payments, but F tell you thai, with Government 
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thus: warring pon-the banks, if-zesumption should take place, 
another suspension 1 -fear' would foliow. © Jt isnot war, suci 
ful or unsuccessful, between Goverament andthe -bafitts; it is 
only peace, trust, confidence, that can restore the prosperity of 
the country, Thissystem of perpetual anneyanceio the banks, 
this hoarding up of money which the country ‘demands for its 
own necessary. uses, this bringing of the whole revenue taact, 
notin aid and furtherance, but indirect hindrance. and embar- 
rassment of commerce and business, is: utterly irreconcileable 
with the public interest.” We shall see no return of former 
times till it be abandoned-altogether abando' d: The passage 
of this bill will create new alarm and new distress. x 

People begin already to fear their own Government... They 
have an actual dread of those who should, be their, protectors 
and guardians. . There ate hundreds of thousands of honest and 
industrious men, sir, at {his very moment, who would feel re- 
lieved in their circumstances, who would see a better prospect 
of an honest livelihood, and feel more sure of the means of foad 
and clothing for their wives and children, if they should hear 
that this measure had received its death. Let us, then, sir, 
away with it. Do wenotsee the world prosperous around ‘us? 
Do wenot see other Governments and other nations,” enlighten- 
ed by experience, and rejecting arrogant innovations and the- 
oretic dreams, accomplishing the great ends of society? 

Why, sir, why are we, why are we aione among the great 
commercial States? Why. are we to be kept on the rack and 
torture of these. experiments?, ‘We have powers, adequate, 
complete powers. We. need only to exercise them; we need 
only to porform. our. constitutional duty, and we shall spread 
content, cheerfulness, and joy, over the whole land. 

This brings me, sir, to the second inquiry. s ; 

Is this measure, Mr. President, a just éxercise of the powers 
of Congress, and does it fulfil all our duties? ogo: ve 

Sir, I have so often discussed this point, I have so constantly 
insisted, for saveral years past, on the constitutional obligation 
of Congress to take care of the currency, that the Senate must 
be already tired of the speaker, if not weary of the topic; and 
yet, after all, this is the great and paramount question. Until 
this is settled, the agitation can never be quieted. If we have 
not the power, we must leave the whole subject in the bands of 
these who have it, or in no hands; but -if we have the power, 
wo are bound to exorcise it, and every day’sneglect is a viota- 
tion of duty, . I therefore again insist that we havethe power, 
and I again press its exercise on the two Houses of Congress, t 
again assert that the regulation of the general currency—of the 
money of the country, whatever actually constitutes that mo» 
ney—is one of our solemn duties. re $ 

The Constitution confers on us, sir, the exclusive power of 
ecinage. This must have been done forthe purpose of enabling 
Congress to establish one uniform basis for the whole money 
system. Congress, therefore, and Congress, alone, has power 
over the foundation, the groundwork. of the currency; and it 
would be stfange andanumalous, having ihis if it had nothing'to 
do with the structure, the edifice, to be raised on this foundation! 
Convertible paper wasalready in circulation when” 
tution was framed, and must have been. expected. 
and to increase. But the circulation of paper tend ia 
place coin; it may banish it altogether: at this very moment it 
har banished it. “If, therefore, the power over the ccin does not 
enable Congress to protect the coin, and to restrain any thing: 
which would supersede it, and abolish its use, the whole power 
becomes nugatory. Jt others may drive out the coin, and AR 
the country with paper which dues not represent coin, of what 
use, I beg to know, is that exclusive power over coins and coin- 
age which is given to Congress by the Constitution? $ 

Gendemen on the other side admit that itis the tendencyof 
paper circulation to expel the coin; but: when they say, that, for 
that very reason, they will withdraw from all connection: with 
the general currency, and limit themselves to the ‘single and 
narrow object of protecting the coin, and providing for pay- 
ments to Government. ‘Thisseems to. me to be a very strange 
way of reasoning, anda very strange course of political conduct. 
The coinage power was given to be used: for the benefit of the 
whole country, and not merely to furnish a medium, for the 
collection ofrevenue. The object was to secure, for, the gene- 
rai use of the people, a sound and safe circulating medium, 
There can be no doubtofthis intent. Ifany evil arises, threat- 
ening to destroy or endanger this medium or this currency, 
our duty is to meet it, not to retreat from it; to remedy it, not 
to let italone; we are to control and correct the mischief, not to 
submit toit. Wherever paper isto circulate, as subsidiary to 
coin, or as performing, ina greater or less degree, the funetion 
ofcoin, its regulation naturally belongs to the hands which 
hold the power over the coinage. “This is an admitted maxim 
by all writers; it has been admitted and acted upon, on all nes 
cersary occasions. by cur own Government, throughout its 
whole history. Why will we now think ourselves wiser, than 


all who have gone before us? . 

This conviction ef what was the duty. of Government ledte 
the establishment of the Bankin the administration of General” 
Washington. Mr. Madison, again, acted upon the same ‘con 
viction in 1816, and Congress entirely agreed with him. On 
former occasions, I have referred the Senate, morethan 
once, to the clear and emphatic opinions and language of Mr, 
Madison, in his messages in 1815 and 1816, and they. ought, 
be repeated, again and again, and pressed: upon the. publi 
tention. 

And now let me say, sir, that no man in, our history has car- 
ried the doctrine farther, defended it with more “ability, or 
acted upon it with more decision and effect, than the honorable 
member from South Carolina. His speech upon the bank 
bill, onë the] 26th February, 1816, is strong; full, and conclusive. 
He has heretofore said that some part of what hë said on that 
occasion does not appear in the printed speech: but, whatever 
may have been left out by accident, that which isin the speech 
could not have gotin by accident. Such accidents do not happen. 
A close, well conducted,and conclasive constitutional argument 
is nor the result ofan accident or of chance; and hisargumention 
that accasian, as it seems to me, was perfectly conclusive. Te 
founds the right of regulating the paper currency. directly on. 
the coinage power. “The only object,” he says, “the framers. 
of the Constitution could have in view, in giving to Congréss 
the power to com money, regulate the value thereof, andof 


tion. 
rency, Which could’ only be 
giving a power, for that purp: 

He proceeded te say (hat, by a: sort ‘of under: 
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power of Congress to regulate the money of the country bad 
caved in, and upon is ruin had sprung up those institutions 
which now exercised the right of making money for and in the 

Toited States. “For gold and silver (he insisted) are not only 
money; but whatever is the medium of purchase and sale; in 
which bank paper alone was now employed, and had, therefore, 
hecome the money of the country.” “The right of making 
money,” he added, “an attribute of sovereign power, asacred and 
important right, was exercised by two hundred and sixty banks, 
scattered over every part of the United States.” 

Certainly, sir, nothing can. be clearer than this language; and, 
acting vigorously upon principles thus plainly laid down, be 
conducted the Bank bill through the House of Representatives, 
On that occasion, he was the champion of the power.of Con- 
gross over the currency,and others were willing to follow his 

ead. 

But the Bank bill was not all, The honorable gentleman 
went much farther. The Bank, it was hoped and expected, 
would furnisha good paper currency to the extent of its own 
issues; but there was a vast quantity of bad paper in circulation, 
and it was possible that the mere influence of the Bank, and the 
refusalto receive this bad money at the Treasury, might not 
both be able to banish it entirely from the country. Tife hono- 
rable member meant to make clean work, He meant that 
neither Government nor people should suffer the evils of irre- 
deemable paper. Therefore, he brought in another bill, enti- 
tled “A bill for the more effectual collection of the public reve- 
nue”? By the provisions of this bill, he proposed to lay a direct 
stamp tax on the bills of State banks; and all notes of non-spe- 
cie-paying hanks were, by this stamp, to be branded with the 
following words, in distinct and legible characters, at length— 
“NOT A SPECIE NOTE.” For the tax laid on such notes, there 
was tu be no composition, no commutation; but it was to be spe- 
cifically collected, on every single bill issued, until those who 
issued such bills should announce to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and prove to his satisfaction, that, after a day named in 
the bill, all their notes would be paid in specie on demand, 

And now, how is it possible, sir, for the author of such a mea» 
sure as this to stand up and declare that the power of Congress 
over the currency 1s limited to the mere regulation of the coin? 
So much for our authority, as it has heretofore been admitted 
and acknowledged, under the coinage power. 

Nor, sir, is the other source of power, in my opinion, at all 
more questionable. 

Congress has the supreme regulation of commerce. This 
ives it, necessarily, a superintendence over all the interests, 
agencies, and instruments ef commerce. The words are gene. 
ral, and they confer the whole power. When the end is given, 
all the usual means are given. Money is the chief instrument 
or agent of commerce; there can, indeed, be no commerce with- 
out it, which deserves the name, Congress must, therefore, re- 
gulate it asit regulates other indispensable commercial inte- 
yests, Tf no means were tobe used to this ed but such 
as are.particularly enumerated, the whole authority would be 
nugatory, because no means are particularly enumerated. We 
regulate ships; their tonnage; their measurement; the shipping 
articles; the medicine chest; and various other things belonging 
tothem; and for all thiswe have no authority but the general 
power to regulate commerce; none of these, or ther means 
Gr modes of regulation are particularly and expressly pointed 
out, Iy 
But is a ship a more important. instrument of commerce 

than money? We protect a policy of insurance, because it is 
an importantinstrument of ordinary commercial contract; and 
our laws punish with death any master of a vessel, or others, 
who shall commita fraud on the parties to this contract by cast- 
ing away a vessel. Foral this we have no express authority. 
We infer it from the general power of regulating commerce, 
and we exercise the power in this case, because a policy of in- 
surance isone of the usual instruments, or means, of com- 
merce. But bow inconsiderable and usimpertant is a policy of 
insurance. as the means or an instrument of commerce, com- 
pared with the whole circulating paper of a country? 

Sir, the power is granted to us, and granted without any spe- 
cification of means; and therefore we may lawfully exercise 
allthe usual means. Ineed not particularize these means, nor 
state, at present, whatthey are, or may be. One is, no doubt, a 
proper regulation of receipts at the custom-houses and land 
offices, But this, of itself, is not enough, Another is a na- 
tional bank, which, I fully beleve, would, even now, answer all 
desired purposes, and reinstate the currency in ninety days, 
These, I think, are to be first tried; and if, notwithstanding 
thes2, irredeemable paper should overwhelm us, others must 
he resorted to, We have no direct authority over State banks; 
but we have power over the currency, and we must protect it, 
using, of course, always, such means, if they be found ade- 
quate, as shall be most gentle and mild. The great measure, 
sh, ig a bank; because a bank is not only able to restrain the 
excessive issucs of State banks, but it is able also to furnish for 
the country a currency of universal credit, and of uniform 
value, This is the grand desideratum. Until such a currency 
is established, depend on it, sir, what is necessary for the pros- 
perity of the country can never be accomplished. 

On the question of power, sir, we have a very important aad 
striking precedent. s 

The members of the Senate, Mr. President, will recollect the 
controversy between New Verk and her neighbor States, fifteen 
or g xteen years ago, upon the exclusive right of steam naviga- 
tion. New York had granted an exclusive right of such navi- 
gation over her waters to Mr, Fulton and his associates; and 
declared, by law, that ne vessel propelled by steam shoull navi- 
gate the North river or the Sound, without license from these 
granfecs, under penal y of confiscation. À 

‘Fo counteract this law, the Legislature of New Jersey en- 
acted, thavif any citizen of hers should be restrained, or in- 
jured,in person or property, by any party acting under the 
jaw of New York, such citizen should have remedy in her 
courts, If the offender could be caught within her territory, and 
should be entitled to treble damages and costs. New Jersey 
called this act a law of retertion; and justified it on the general 
ground of reprisals. 

On the other side, Connecticut took fire, and as no steamboat 
could come down the Sound from New York to Connecticut, or 
pass up from Connecticut to New York, without a New York 
license, she enacted a law, by which heavy penalties were im- 
posed on all whoshould presume to come into her ports and 
harbors, Aaving any such license, Does 

Herd, sir, was a very harmonious state of commercial inter- 
course! a Very promising condition of things, indeed! You 

_ could not get from New York to. New Haven by steam; nor 
could. you go from New York to New Jersey, without trans- 


“urge and entreat yous by invoki 


shipment iu (he bay. Amt now, sir, let meremind the country, 
that this belligerent legislation of the Stares cenceraed was jus- 
tified and defended, by exactly the same arguments as those 
which we have heard in this debate. Every thing which has 
been said here, to. prove that the authority to regulate čom- 
merce does not include a power to regulate currency, was said. 
in that case, to prove that the same authority did not include an 
exclusive power over steamboats or other nieans of navigation. 
T'do not know a reason, a suggestion, an idea, which has been 
used in this debate, or which was-used in the debate in Septem- 
ber, to show that Congress hasno power to control the curren- 
cy of the country and make it uniform, which was. not used in 
this steamboat controversy, to prove that the authority of this 
Government did not reach the matter then in dispute. Look 
to the forensic discussions in New York! Look to the argu- 
ment in the court here! You will find it every where urged 
that navigation does not come within the general idea of regu 

lating commerce; that steamboats are but vehicles and instru- 
ments; that the power of Congress is general, and general, only; 
and that it does not extend to agents and instruments. 

And what, sir, put an end to this state of things? What stop- 
ped these seizures and confiscations? Nothing in the world, sir, 
but the exercise of the constitutional power of this Govern- 
ment. Nothing in the world, but the decision of the Supreme 
Court that the power of Congress to regulate commerce was 
paramount; that it overruled any interfering State laws; and 
that these acts of the States did interfere with acts of Congress 
enacted under its clear and constitutional authority. 

As to the extent of the power of regulating commerce, allow 
me to quote a single sentence from the opinion of one of the 
learned judges of the Supreme Court, delivered on that occa- 
sion; a judge always distinguished for the great care with which 
he guarded State rights. “I mean Mr. Justice Johnson. And 
when I have read it, sir, then say if it does not confirm every. 
word and syllable which I have uttered on this subject, either 
now, or at the September session. “In the advancement of 
society,” said the Judge, “labor, transportation, intelligence, 
care, and various means of exchange, become commodities, 
and enter into commerce; and the subject, the vehicle, the 
agent, and these various operations, become the objects of 
commercial regulation.” 

These just sentiments prevailed. The decision of the court 
quieted the dangerous controversy; and satisfied, and I will add 
gratified, most highly gratified, the whole country. 

Sir, may we not perceive at the present moment, without 
being suspected of looking with eyes whose sight is sharpeved 
by too much apprehension—may we not perceive, sir, in what 
is now passing around us, the possible beginnings of another 
controversy between States, which may be of still greater mo- 
ment, and followed, if not arrested, by still more deplorable 
consequences? Yo we see no danger, no disturbance, no con- 
tests ahead? Sir, do we not behold excited commercial rival- 
ship, evidently existing between great States and great cities? 
Do we not sec an emulous competition for trade, external and 
internal? Do we not see the perties concerned enlarging and 
proposing to enlarge, to a vast extent, their plans of currency, 
evidently in connection with these objects of trade and com- 
merce? Do we not see States themselves becoming deeply in- 
terested in great, banking institutions? Do we not know that, 
already, the notes and bills of some States are ‘prohibited by 
law from circulating in others? Š 

Sir, I will push these questions no farther: but I tell you that 
it was for exactly such a crisis as this—for this very crisis— 
for this identical exigency now upon us—that this Constitution 
was framed, and this Government established. And, sir, let 
those who expect to get over this crisis without effort and wiih- 
out action, let those whose hepe it is that they may be borhe 
along on the tide of circumstances and favorable occurrences, 
and who repose in the denial of their owa powers and their 
own responsibility-——let all such look well to the end. 

For one, 1 intend to clear myse}f from ail blame. I intend, 

this day, to free myself of the responsibility of consequences, 
by warning you of the danger into which you are conducting 
our public affairs, by urging and entreating you, as I do now 
g you, as I do invoke you, by 
your love of country, and your fidelity to the Constitution, to 
abandon all untried expedients; to put no trest in ingenuity 
and contrivance; to have done with projects which alarm and 
agitate the people; te seek no shelter from obligation and duty; 
but with manliness, directness, and true wisdom, to apply to 
the evils of the times their proper remedy. That Providence 
may guide the counsels of the country to this end, before even 
greater disasters and calamities overtake us, is my most fer- 
vent prayer! 
4 Mr. President, on the subject of the power of Congress, as: 
Well as on other important topics, connected with the bill, the 
honorable gentieman from South Carolina has advanced opi- 
nions, of which I feel bound to take some notice. 

That honorable gentleman, in his recent speech, attempted 
to exhibit a contrast between the course of conduct which J, and 
other gentlemen who act with me,at present pursue, and that 
which we have heretofore followed. In presenting this contrast, 
he said, he intended nothing personal: his only eject was truth. 
To this I could not obje The occasion requires, sir, that T 
should now examine Ais opinions; and I can truly say, with 
him, that I mean nothing personally injurious, and that my ob- 
ject, also, is truth, and nothing else. Hore Imight stop; but I 
willeven say something more. 

Ttisnow fiveand twenty years, sir, since I became acquaint- 
ed with the honorable gentleman, in the House of Representa- 
tives, in which he had held a seat, I think, about a year and a 
halfbefore J entered it. From that period,sir,down to the year 1824, 
Į can say, with great sincerity, there was not, among my political 
contemporaries.ar:y man for whom Tentertained a higherrespcct, 
or warmer esteem, When we first met we were both young men. 
I beheld in him a generous character, a liberal and comprehen- 
sive mind, engrossed by great objects, distinguished talent, and 
particularly, great. originality and vigor of thanght. That he 
was ambitious, I did not doubt; but thatthere was any thing in 
his ambition low or serdid. any thing approaching to a love of 
the mere loaves and fishes of office, I did not then believe, and do 
notnow beleve. If from that moment down to (re time I have 
already mentioned, E difiered wih him on any great constita- 
tional question, } do not know it. 

But, in 1824, events well known to the Senate separated us; 
and ihat separation remained, wide and broad, until the en? of 
the memorable sessien which terminated in March, 1833. 
With the events of that session, our occasions of difference had 
ceased; certainly for the time, and, as I sincerely hoped, for- 
ever. Before the next meeting of Congress, the public depo- 
sites had been removed from their lawful custody by the Presi- 
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. reply on the day of its delivery ; there are other parts of 


proceedings but as so many efforts’ to give to. the: Exec’ s 
unconstitutional control-over the public moneys: = We thought 
we saw, every where, proofs ofa- design to exiend: Executiv: 
authority, not only in derogation: of the just ‘powers of Con 
gress, but to the danger of the public liberty...’ We acted to- 
gether, to check these designs, and to arrest the march of Ex. 
ecutive prerogative and dominion. -in allthis; we were-tu 

co-operating with many other gentlemen here, and. with +a 
large and intelligent portion’ of the-whole country: 

The unfortunate results of these Executive interferences with 
the currency had made an impression on thé public mind: A: 
revolution seemed in progress, and the people were .coming/in®: 
their strength, as we began to think, to support us and oar: 
principles. K 

In th s state of things, sir, we met here at the commencementi 
of the September session; but we met, notas we had done; we 
met, not as «e had parted.’ The events of May, the policy ‘of. 
the President in reference to those events, the doctrines of the 
message of September, the principles and opinions: which the ` 
honorable gentleman, both to my surprise and-to my infinite re: 
gret, came forward then to support, rendered it quite imp -ssible 
for. us to act together, fora single moment longer. ‘To the lead- 
ing doctrines of that message, and to the policy which it recom+ 
mended, I felt,-and still feel, a deep, censcieatious, and irrecon- 
cilable opposition. The honorable gen leman supported,’and 
still supports, both. Here, then, we ; art.’ On these questions 
of constituttonal power and duty, and on these momentous ques- 
liuns of nationa- policy, we separate. And so broad and ample 
is the space which divides us, and so deep does the diviston ran, 
touching even the very foundations of the Government, that; 
considering the time of life to v hich we both have arrived, it is 
not probable that we are to meet again. I say this with une: 
feigned and deep regret. Believe me, sir, E would most gladly 
act with the honorable gentleman.. Hfhe would but co r e back, 
now, to what I-consi ter his former principl s and sentiments; 
ifhe would place himse fon those constitutional doctrines which 
he has sustained through a I ng series of ye rs; and’ if; thus: 
standing, he would exert his acknowledged ability to restore the 
prosperity of she c -untry, and putan e. d to the mischiefs of 
recklessexperiments and dangerous innovation, I would n t on: 
ly willingly act with him, I would act under him; E would fot- 
Jow him, I would support him, I would back him, at every step, 
to the utmost of my power and ability. Such is not to be our 
destiny. That destiny is, that we here part; and all I can say 
further is, that he carries with him the same feeling of personal 
kindness on my part, the same hearty good-will which have 
here ofore inspired me. 

There have been three principal. occasions, sir, on which the» 
honorable gentleman has expressed his opinion upon the gues- 
tions now under discussion, They are, his speech of the 45th 
September, his published letter of the 3d November, and. his 
leading speech of the present session. These productions are 
all marked with his characteristic ability ; they are ingenious, 
able, condensed, and striking. "They deserve an answer. To. 
some of the observations in the speech of September, I made. 


owerer, which require a more deliberate examination, 

Mr: President, the honorable gentleman declares in that 
speech, “that he. belongs to the State Rights party; that that 
party, from the beginning of the Government, has been opposed 
toa National Bank as unconstitutional, ‘inexpedientand dange- 
rous; that it has ever dreaded the union of the politicaland mo? = 
neyed power, and the central action of the Government, to ~ 
which it so strongly tends ; that the connection of the Govern- 
ment with the banks, whether ithe with a combination of State 
banks, or with anational institution, will necessarily centralize 
the action of the system at the principal point of collection ana 
disbursement, and at which the mother bank, or the head of 
the league of State banks, must be located. Crom that point, 
the whole system, through the connection with the Government, 
will be enabledto control the exchanges, both of home avd 
abroad, and, with it, the commerce, foreign and domestic, ii- 
cluding exports and imports.” 

Now, sir, this connection between Government and the banks, 
to which he imputes such mischievous consequences, he: ge- 
scribes to be “the receiving and paying away their notes'ag 
cash ; and the use of the public money from’ the time of the 
collection to the disburcement.’? on 

Sir, if I clearly comprehend the honorable gentleman, he 
means no more, after all, than (his: that, while the publie reve- 
nues are collected, as heretefore, through the banks, they. will 
lie in the banks hetween the time of collection andihe time af 
disbursement; that, during that period, they will be regarded as 
one part ofthe mears of business and of discount possessed by 
the banks; and that, asa greater portion of the revenue is col- 
lected in large cities than in small ones, these large cities wil, 
of course, derive greater benefit than the emall ones from these 
ceposites in the banks. Fu other words, that, as the importing 
merchants in a great city pay more duties to Government than 
those jn a small oue,so they enjoy an advantage to be derived 
from any nse which the banks may make of these moneys 
while on deposite with them. Now, sir, Lwould be very glad to 
know, supposing all this to be true, what there is init either un- 
equal or unjust?’ The benefit is exactly in proportion to the 
amount of business, and to the sums paid. If individuals in 
large cities enjoy the incidental use of more money, it is simply 
because they pay more money. Itisliketheease of credit cn 
Guty bonds. Whoever imports goodswith the benefit ofeiving 
bond for duties, instead of making present pay . enjoys a 
certain benefit; and this benefit, in a direct sense, is in propor- 
tion to the amount of goods imported—the large importer ha 
ing credit for a larre sum, the small importer having credit fo 
asmalierstim. But the advantage, the benefit, cr the indul- 
gence, or whalever we calit, is, nevertheless, entirely equal and 
imparilal. 

How. then, does the collection of revenue: through the banks 
“centralize” the action of the con mercial'system?. It seems to 
me, sit, the cause is mistaken for “the effect, The greatest 
amount of revenue is collected inthe greatest city, because it is 
already the greatest city; becatiee its local advantages, iis popu- 
lation, its capital and enterprise, draw business towards it; con- 
stitute ita central point in commercial operations, and have 
made it the greatest city. It is the centralization of commerce by 
these just and proper causes—causes which must always exist 
in every country which produces a large collect'on of revenue 
in the favored spot, The amount of capital ig one very imports 
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ant cause, no doubt; and leaving public moneys in the banks til 
wanted, allows to merchants, in places of large import, a degree 
of incidenta! benefit, in just proportion to theamount of capital 
by them employed in trade, and no more. G 

f suppose, sir, itis the ratural course of things in every com- 
mercial country, that some place, ora few places, should go 
ahead of others ia commercial business importance. This must 
ever be so until ali places possess precisely equal natural ad- 
vantages. Andi suppose, too, that, instead of being mischie- 
vous, itis rather for the common good of all, that there should 
be some commercial emporium, some central point, for the cx- 
changes of trade. Government, certainty, should not seek to 
produce this result by the bestowal of unequal privileges; but 
surely, sit, it would be a very strange and indefensible policy 
which should lead the Government to withhold any portion of 
the capital ofthe country from useful employment, merely be- 
cause that, if employed, while all enjoyed the benefit propor- 
tionately, all would not enjoy it with the same absolute mathe- 
matical equality. 

So much, sir, for concentration, arising from depositing the 
revenues in banks. Let us now look to the other part of the 
connection, viz: the receiving of bank notes for duties. How 
inthe world does this “centralize” the commercial system? 
The whole tendency and effect, as it seems to me, is directly 
the other way. It counteracts centralization. It gives all possible 
advantage to local currency and local payments, and thereby 
encourages both importsand exports. Jt tends to make local 
money good everywhere. Ifgoods be imported into Charles- 
ton, the duties are paidin Charleston notes. New York notes 
are uot demanded. Nothing, certainly, can be fairer or more 
equal] than this, and nothing more favorable to the Charleston 
importers. 

„But how would that system work, which the gentleman him- 
self proposes? 

If his plan could prevail, he would have the duties collected 
either in specie, orin a Governinent paper to be issued from 
the Treasury. He would reject all bank notes whatever. If 
the gentleman, sir, fears centralization, I am astonished thathe 
does not see centralization in all its terrors in this very proposi- 
tion of his own. Pray allow me to ask, sir, where will this 
Government paper, in the course of its issue and circulation, 
naturally centre? Yo what points wilit tend? Certainly, most 
certainly, to the greatest points of collection and expenditure; 
to the very heart of the metropolitan city, wherever that city 
may be. ‘This is as inevitable as the fall of water or the re- 
sults of attraction. If two-thirds of the duties be collected in 
New York, it will follow, of course, that two-thirds of any Go- | 
vernment paper received for duties will be there received; and 
it willbe more valuable there than elsewhere. The value of 
such paper would consist in its receivability, and nothing else, 
It would always tend, therefore, directly to the spot where the 
greatest demand should exist for it for that purpose. Isit not 
go at his moment with the outstanding Treasury notes? Are 
they abundantin Georgia, in Mississippi, in Winois, or in New 
Hampshire? No sooner issued than they commence their 
march toward the place where they are most valued and most 
in demand; that is, to the place of the greatest public receipt. If 
you want concentration, sir, and euough of it—ify ou desire to dry 
up the small streams of commerce, and fill more full the deep 
and already swollen great channels, you will act very wisely to 
that end, if you keep out of the receipt of the Treasury all mo- 
ney but such paper as he Government may furnish, and which 
shall be no otherwise redeemable than in receipt for debts to 
Government, while at the same time you depress the character 
of the local circulation. s 

Such is the scheme of the honorable member in its proba- 
ble commercial effect. Let us look at it in a political point of 
view. 

The honorable. member says he belongs to the Siate tights 
party; that party professes something of an uncommon love 
of liberty; an extraordinary sensibility to all its dangers; and 
of those dangers, it most dreads the union of the political and 
money power. This we learn from the au.hentic declaration 
of the gentleman himself. And now, oh, transcendent consis- 
tency ! oh, most wonderful conformity of means and ends! oh, 
exquisite mode of gratifying high desires! behold, the honora- 
ble member proposes that the political power of the State shall 
take to itself the whole function of supplying the entire paper 
circulation of the country, by notes or bills of its own, issued 
at its own discretion, to be paid out or advanced to whom- 
soever it pleases, in discharging the obligations of Government, 
bearing no promise to pay, and to be kept in circulation 
merely by being made receivable at the Treasury! The whole 
circulation of the country, excepting only that which is metal- 
lic, and which must always be small, will thus be made up of 
mere Government paper, issued for Government purposes, and 
redeemable only in payment of Government debts. In other 
words, the entire means of carrying on the whole commerce of 
the country will be held by Government in its own hands, and 
made commensurate, exactly, with its own wants, purposes, 
and opinions; the whole commercial business of the country 
being thus made a mere appendage to revenue. 

Bat, sir, in order that I may not misrepresent the honorable 
member, let me show you a little more distinctly what his opi- 
nions are respecting this Government paper, y 

The honorable member says, sir, that to make this Sub-Trea- 
sury measure successful, and to secure it against reaction, some 
safe and stable medium of circulation, “to take the place of 
ba k notes in the fiscal operations of the Government, ought 
to be issued;”’ that, “in the present condition of the world, a 


paper currency, in some form, if not necessary, is almost in- | 


dispensable, in financial and commercial operations of civilized 
and extensive communities;’’ that “the great desideratum is to 
ascertain what description of paper has the requisite qualities 


of being free from fluctuation in value, and liability wuabuse, | 


in the greatest perfection;” that “hank notes do not possess these 
requisites in a degree sufficiently high for this purpose.” And 
then he says, “I go farther. It appears to me, after bestowing 
the beat reflection I can give the subject, that. no convertible 
paper, that is, no paper whose credit rests upon a promise to 
pay, is suitable for currency.” “On what, then, (he asks.) 
oughta paper currency to rest?’ “I would say,” he answe 
‘fon demand and supply simply; which regulate the value of 
every thing else—the constant demand which Government has 
forits necessary supplies.” He then proceeds to observe, “ihat 
there might be a sound and safe paper currency, founded on the 
credit of Government exclusively.’ ‘“Thatsuch paper, only 
tobe issued to those who had claims on the Government, would, 
in.ite habitual state, beat cr atove par with gold and silver,” 
“that. “nothing but experience eandeter nine what amount, and 


“Of what ‘denominations; might be ‘safely issued; but that it 


might be safely assumed thatthe country would absorb an 
amount greatly exceeding its annual income. Much of its ex- 
changes, which amount to a vast sum, as well as its banking 
business, would reveive about it; and many millions would 
thys be keptin circulation beyond the deinands of the Govern- 
meat. 

By this scheme, sir, Goverument, in its disbursements, is n 
to pay money, but to issue paper. This paper is no otherwi 
payable or redeemable, than as it may he received at the Trea- 
sury. Itis expected tobe Jet out much faster than it comes in, 
so that many millions will be kept in circulation; aud its habi- 
tual character will beat or above par with gold and silver. 
Now, sir, if there is to be found any where a more plain and ob- 
vious project of paper money, in all its deformity, I should not 
know where to look for it. 

In the first place, sir, I have suggested the complete union 
which it would form, if it were, in Itself, practicable, between 
the political and the money power. 

The whole commerce of the country, indeed, under such a 
state of law, would he little more than asort of incident to Trea- 
sury operations—rather a collateral emanation of the revenue 
system, than a substantial and important branch of the public 
interest. I have referred, also, to its probable consequences, 
upon that which the gentleman regards as so great an evil, 
and which he denominates “the centralization of commercial 
action.” f 

And now I pray you to consider, Mr. President, in the next 
place, what an admirable contrivance this would be to secure 
that economy in the expenses of Government which the gentle- 
man has so much atheart. Released from all necessity of tax- 
ation, and from the consequent responsibility to the people; not 
called upon to regard at all the amountof annual income; having 
an authority to cause Treasury notes to issue whenever it 
pleases, 

& In multitudes, like which the populous North 
Poured never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhene, or the Danau;” 


what admirable restraint would be imposed on Government; 
how doubly sure would assurance he made for it, that all itsex- 
penditures would be strictly limited to the absolute and indis- 
pensable wants and demands of the public service! 

But, sir, fortunately, very fortunately, a scheme so wild, and 
which would be so mischievous, is totally impracticable. It 
rests on an assumption, for which there is not the least founda- 
tion, either in reason or experience. It takes for granted that 
which the history of every commercial State refutes, and our 
own, especially, in almost every page. It supposes that irre- 
deemable Government paper can circulate in the business of so- 
ciety, and be kept atpar. his is an impossibility. The hono- 
rable gentleman rejects convertible bank notes, which are equi- 
valent to specie, since they wil} always command it, and adopis 
in their stead Government paper, with no promise to pay, but a 
promise only to be received for debts and taxes; and he puts 
forth the imagination, as I have said, so often and so long refuted, 
that this paper will be kept in circulation in the country, and 
will beable to perform the great business of currency and ex: 
change, even though it exist in quantities exceeding, by many 
millions, the demands of Government. 

If it be necessary, sir, at this day, to refute ideas like these, it 
mus be because the history of all countries, our own included, 
is a dead letter to us. Even at te very moment in which Ia a 
speaking, the small am unt of Treasury notes which has been 
issued by Government, hardly a fifth part of the ordinary an- 
nual revenue—though those notes bear an interest of five per 
eon’.—thongh they are redeemable in cash at the Treasury, at 
the expiration of the year—and though, in the mean time, they 
are every where received in Government dues, are not only of 
less value than specie, but of less value, also, than the notes of 
noa-specie-paying banks; those banks whose paper is daily de- 
nounced here as “rags—filthy rags.” In my opinion, sir, t'e 
whole scheme is as visionary and impracticable as any which 
the genius of project ever produced. 

Mr. President, toward the close of this speech of September, I 
find a paragraph in which several other subjects are brought to- 
gether, and which I must ask permission to read. 

Having commended the wise and noble bearing of the little 
State Rights party, of which he says itis his pride to be a mem- 
ber thr ughout the eventful period through which the country 
has passed since 1824, he adds: 

“In that yea’, as I have stated, the tariff system triumphed in 
the councils ofthe nation. We saw its disastrous political bear- 
ings; foresaw its surpluses, and the extravagancies to which it 
would lead; we rallied on the election of the late President to ar- 
rest it through the influence of the Executive Department ofthe 
Government. In this we failed. We-then fell back upon the 
rights and sovereignty of the States; and, by theaction ofa smali 
but gallant State, and through the potency of its interposition, 
we brought the system to the ground, sustained, as it was, by the 
Opposition and the Administration, and by the whole power and 
patronage of the Government.” 

Every part of this most extraordinary statement well deserves 
attention. . 

In the first place, sir, here is an open and direct avowal that 
the main object for rallying on General Jackson's first election, 
was to accomplish the overthrow of the protecting policy of 
thecountry. Indeed! Well, this is very frank. Tam glad to 
hear the avowal made. H puts an end to silsuspicions. 

It was, then, to overthrow protection, was it, that the honora- 
ble gentieman took so much pains to secure Gen. Jackson's 
first election? I commend his candor, in now acknowledging it 
But, sir, the honorable member had allies and associates in 
that rally. They thronged round him from all quarters, and 
followed his lead. And pray, sir, was his object, as now avow- 
ed by himself, the joint object of all the patty? Did he tell Penn- 
sylyania, honest, intelligent, straight-forward Pennsylvania, 
that such was his purposc? And did Pennsylvania concur in 
i? Pennsylvania was first and foremoet in espousing the cause 
of General Jackson. Everybody knows she is more of a tarif 

State than any other in the Union. Did he tel] her that his 
purpose was to break the tayiffentirely down? Did he state his 
objects, also. to New York? Did he state them to New Jersey? 
What say you, gentlemen from Pennsylvania? gentlemen from 
New York? and gentlemen from New Jersey? Ye who support- 
ed Gen. Jackeon’s election, what say you? Was it your purpose, 
also, by that election, to break dewn the protective policy? Or, 
if it were not your purpose, did you know, nevertheless—-pray 
let us understand that—did you know, nevertheless, that it was 
the prrpose, and the main purpose, of the honorable member 
from Carolina? and did you, still, co-operate with him? 

The present Chief Magistrate of the country was a member 
of ihis body in 1888. He. and the honerable member from Ca» 
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rolina were, at that. time, exerting their united for 
most, in ordér to bring about Gen. Jaekson’s 
they work thus zealously together, for the same. ult 

and purpose? or did they mean merely to. change ‘the 
ment, and then each tolook out for himself? 0 O TT, 
Mr. Van Buren Voted for the tariff bill of that year, ommon- 


ly called the “bill of abominatiogs?” bat, very luckily, and.in 
extremely good season, instructione for that vote bap 
come from Albany! The vote, therefore, could be given, 
the member giving it could not possibly thereby give any. of 
fence to any gentleman of the State. Rights party, with whom 
the doctrine of instructions isso authentic: 8 eos 

Sir, Iwill not do gentlemen injustice. "Those who belonged 
te tariff States, as they are called, and who supported’ General 
Jackson for the Presidency, did not intend thereby to. overthrow 
the protecting policy. They onlymeantto make Gen. Jackson 
President, aad to come into power along with him! As to ulti- 
mate objects, each hadhis‘own. Af could agree, however, in 
the first step. It was difficult, certainly, to givea plausible ap- 
pearance to a political union, among genteraen who differed so 
widely, on the great and leading question of the times—the 
question of the protecting policy. Butthis difficulty was over- 
come by the oracular declaration that Gen. Jackson was in. fa- 
vorof a “Jupicrous TARIFF.” es 

Here, sir, was ample room and verge enough: “Who could 
object toa judicious tariff? Tariff men and anti-Tariff mon, 
State Rights men and Consolidationists, those who had been 
called prodigals, and those who had been called radicals; all 
thronged and flocked together here, and with all their diffe- 
rence in regard to ultimate objects, agreed to make commen 
cause, till they should get into power. 

The ghosts, sir, which are fabled to cross the Styx, whatever 
different hopes or purposes they may have beyond it, still unite. 
in the present wish to get over, and therefore all hurry an 
huddie into the leaky and shattered craft. of Charon, the ferry- 
man. And this motley throng of politicians, sir, with’ as much 
difference of final object, and as little care for each other, made 
a boat of “Jndicious Tariff,” and all rushed and scrambled into 
it, until they filled it, near to sinking. The authority of the 
master was able, however, to keep them peaceable and in or- 
der, for the time, for they had the virtue of submission, and 
though with occasional dangers of upsetting, he succeeded in 
pushing them all over with his long setting pole. ` ; 

“Ratem conto subigit.” K , 

Well, sir, the honorable gentleman tells ue that he expected 
when General Jackson should be elected, to arrest the tariff 
system through the influence of the Executive Department. 
Here is another candid confession. Arrest thetariff by Execu- 
tiveinfluence! Indeed! Why, sir, this seems like nepire, 
from the first, for the use of the veto. How, but by the vetu, 
could the Executive arrest the tariff acts? And is it true, sir, 
that,at that early day, the honorable member was lookimg 10 
the veto, not with dread, but with hope? Did he expect it, 
and did he reply upon it? Did he make the rally of which: he 
speaks, in’ order that he might. choose a President. who would 
exercise it? And did he afterwards complainofit, or does he _ 
eomplain of it now, only because it was ill-directed—because it 
turned out to be a thunderbolt, which did not fall ia ‘the right 

lace’ Dara 

i In thisreliance on Executive influence—sir, I declare ¥ hard. 
ly can trust myself that I read or quote correctly, when I find, 
in what J read, or from what 1 quote, the honoroble member 
from South Carolina, by his own confession, hoping or expect- 
ing to accomplish any thing by Executive influence; ‘yet so was 
it spoken, and so is it printed—in this reliance, or this hope, or 
expectation, founded on Executive influence, the honorable 
gentleman and his friends failed ; and, failing in this, he says, 
they fell back on the sovereignty of the States, and brought the 
aystem to the ground “ through the potency of interpositien p? 
by whick he means neither more nor less than Nullification. 
So then, sir, according to this, that excessive fear Of power 
which was so much cherished by the Nullifiers, was only awa- 
kened toa flame in their bosoms, when they. found that they 
could not accomplish their own ends by the Exeentive power 
of the President. / 3 

Tam no authorized commentator, sir, on the doctrines or the- 
ories of !nullification. Nennostrum. But, if this exposition 
be authentic, Imust say it is not calcutated to diminish my-op- 
position to the sentiments of that schoo}. x ee 

But the gentleman goes on to tell ws that nullification, or in- 
terposition, succeeded. By means of it, he says, he did brim 
the protective system to the ground. Andso, in his published 
letter of Novem'er 3d, he states that “ State interposition’ has 
overthrown the protective tariff, and, with it, the American 
system.” i 

We are to understand, then, sir, first, that the compromise act 
of 1833 was forced upon. Congress by State interposition, or 
nullification. 

Next, that its object and design, so far as the honorable gen- 
tleman was concerned in it, was to. bereak dewn“and destroy, 
forever, the whole protective policy of ‘the country: : 

‘And lastly, that it has accomplished that purpose, and that 
the last vestige of that policy is wearing away. s i 

Now, sir, 1 must say, that in 1833, I entertained no doubt at 
all that the design of the gentleman was exactly what he now 
states. On this point, I have not been deceived. It-was not, 
certainly, the design of al! who acted with him; but, thar it. was 
his purpose, I knew then, as clearly as I know now; after his 
open avowal of it; and thishelief governed: my conduct atthe 
ume, together with that of a great majority of those in both 
Heuses of Congress, who, after the act of 1824, felt bound. to 
carry out the provisions of that act, and to maintain them rea- 
sonably and fairly. 1 opposed the compromise act with ali my 
power. It appeared to me every way objectionable: it looked 
like an attempt to make a new Constitution ; to introduce 
another fundamental law, above the power of Congress, and 
which should control the authority and discretion of Congress, 
in alltime to come. This, of itself, was a conclusive objec- 
tion with me; I said so then, have often said so since, and say 
so now. I said, then, that I, for ane, should not be bound by 

that law more than by any other Jaw, except that, as iL Was a 
Jaw passed on a very important and agitating subject; Lshould 
not be disposed to interfere with it, untila case of clear necessity 
shouid arise. On this principle I have acted since. When 
that case of necessity shall arise, however, should Ibe in pyb- 
lic life, I shall concur in any alteration of thatect, whith such 
necessity may require. That such an occasion. may come, T 
more than fear I entertain something stronger thana deubLupon 
the possibility of maintaining the manufactures dnd industry of 
this country, upon such- a system as ‘the compromise act will 
leave us, when it shall have fone thro’ ae 
duction. AD this, however, Liewys: to the future. 


Mar. 1838. 
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Having had occasion, Mr. President,‘ to speak of Nullifica- 
tion and the Nallifiers, I beg leave'to say, that I have not done 
so for any purpose ofreproach. ` Certainly, sir, I see no possi- 
ble connection, myself, between their principles or opinions, 
and the support of this measure. They, however, must speak 
for themselves. They may haveintrusted the bearing of their 
standard, for aught I know, to the hands of the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina; and I perceived last session, what Y 
perceive now, that in his opinion there is a connection between 
these projects of Government and the doctrines of Nullifica- 
tion. Ican only say, sir, that it will be marvellous to me if that 
banner, though it be'said to be tattered and torn, shall yet be 
lowered in obeisance, and laid at the footstool of Executive 
power, To the sustaining of that power the passage of this 
bill is of the utmost importance. The Administration will re- 
gard its success as beingto them, what Cromwell said the bat- 
tleof Worcester was to him—“a crowning mercy.’ Whether 
gentlemen, who have distinguished themselves so much by 
their extreme jealousy of this Government, shall now find it 
consistent with their principles to give their aid in accomplish- 
ing this consummatian, remains to be seen. 

The next exposition of the honorable gentleman’s sentiments 
and opinions is his Jetter of November 3d. 

This letter, sir, is a curiosity. Asa paper, describing politi- 
cal movements. and exhibiting political opinions, it is withouta 
parallel. Its phrase is altogether military. It reads like a de- 
spatch, ora bullvan from headquarters. It is full of attacks, 
assaults and repulses. It recounts movements and counter- 
movements, speaks ef occupying one position, falling back 
upon another, and advancing toa third; it has positions io cover 
enemies, and positions to hold allies in check. Meantime, the 
celerity of all these operations reminds one of the rapidity ofthe 
military actions ofthe King of Prussia, in the seven years’ war, 
Yesterday he was in the South, giving battle to the Austrian; 
to-day he isin Saxony or Silesia; instantly he is found to have 
traversed the Electorate, and is facing the Russian and the 
Swede on hisnorthern frontier. Ifyou look for his place on the 
map. before you find it he has quitted it. He is always march- 
ing. flying, falling back, wheeling, attacking, defending, surpris- 
ing, fighting every where, and fighting all the time. In one 
particular, however, the campaigus described in this letter dif- 
fer fram the manner in whicli those of the great Frederick were 
conducted. Ithink we nowhere read in the narrative of Frede- 
rick’s achievements of his taking a position to cover an enemy, 
or a position to hold an ally in check. These refinementsin the 
science of tactics and of warave of more recent discovery. 

Mr. President, public. men must certainly be allowed tochange 
their opinions and their associations, whenever they see fit. No 
one doubts this. Men may have grown wiser; they may have 
attained to better and more correct views of great’ public sub- 
jects. It would be unfortunaie, if there were any code which 
should oblige men, in public or private life, to adhere to opi- 
nions once entertamed, in spite ofexpeiience and hetter know- 
ledge, and against their own convictions of their erroneous cha- 
racter, Nevertheless, sir, ‘it must be acknowledged that what 
appears to be a sudden, as well as a great change, naturally pro- 
duces a shock. I confess, for one, I was shocked when the bo- 
norable gentleman, at the last session, espoused this bill of the 
Administration; and when I first read this letter of November, 
and, in the short space ofa column and ahalf, ran through such 
a succession of political movements, all terminating in placing 
the honorable member in the ranks of our opponents, and en- 
titling him to take his seat, as he has done, among them, ifnot 
at their head, I confess 1 fel. still greater surprise. All this 
seemed a good deal too abrupt. Sudden movements of the 
affections, whether personal or political, are a litle out of 
nature. 

Several years ago, sir, some of the wits of England wrote a 
mock play, intended to ridicule the unnatural and false feeling, 
the sentimentality, of a certain German school of literature. In 
this play, two strangers are brought together at aninn. While 
they are warming themselves at the fire, and before their ac- 
quaintance is yet five minutes cld, one springs up and exclaitns 
to the other, “A sudden. thought strikes me! Let us swear an 
eternal friendship!” 

This affectionate offer was instantly accepted, and the friend- 
ship duly sworn, unchangeable and eternal! Now, sir, how 
long this eternal friendship lasted, or in what manner it 
ended, those who wish to know may learn by referring to 
the play. 

But it seems to me sir, that the honorable member has car- 
ried his political sentimentality a good dea} higher than the 
flight of the German school; for he appears to have fallen sud- 
denly ia love, not with strangers, but with opponents. 

Here we all had been, sir, contending against the progress of 
Executive power, and more particularly, and most strenuous 
ly, against the projects and experiments of the Administration, 
upon the currency. The honorable member stood among us, 
hot only as an associate, but asa Jeader. We thought we were 
making some headway. . The people appeared to be coming to 
our support and our assistance. The country had been roused; 
every successive election weakening the strength of the adver- 
sary, and increasing our own. We were in this career of suc- 
cess carried sirongly forward by the current of public opi- 
nion, and only needed to hear the chceriag voice of the hons- 
rable member, ` 

“ Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more !” 
and we shonld have prostrated, forever, this anti-constitutional, 
aniioommercial, aati-republican, and anti-American policy of 
the Administration. But, instead of these encouraging and ani- 
mating accents, behold! in the very crisis of our affairs, on 
the very eve of victory, the honorable member cries aut—to 
the enemy—not to us, his allies—but to the enemy—“ Holla! 
A sudden thought strikes me! Tabandon my allies! NowI 
think of it, they have always been my oppressors! 1 adandon 
them, and now lei you andme swear ao eternal friendship!” 

Such a praposition, from such a guarter, sir, was not likely 
io be long withstood. The other party was a Hele coy, but, 
upon the wheie, nothing loath. After proper hesitation, and 
alittle decoreus blush t owned the soft impeachment, ad- 
mitted an equally sudden sympathetic impuise on its own side; 
and, since few words are wanted where hearts are already 
known, the honorable gentleman takes his place among his new 
friends, amidst the greetings and caresses, and is already en- 
joying the swerts of an eternal friendship. —_ 

ri this letter, Mr. President, the writer says, in substance. that 
he saw, at the commencement of the last session, that affairs 
had reached the paint-when he and his friends, according to the 
course they should take, would reap the full harvest of their 
long: and” arduous struggle, against the encroachments and 


fy their joint attacks had brought 
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spies of the General Government, or lose the fruitsof all their 
anors. . z è 
| | Atthat time, he says, State interposition (viz; Nullification) 


and puta stop to Congressional usurpation; that he had pre- 
viously been united with the National Republicans; and that 
i ks he down: the power of the Execu. 
tive; but that, in joining such allies, he was not insensible to 
the embarrassment of his position; that, with them, victory it- 
self was dangerous; and that, therefore, be had been waiting 
for events; that now, (that is to say, in September Jast,) the 
Joint attacks of the allieshad brought down Executive power; 
that the Admisistration had become divested of power and in- 
fluence, and that it had become clear that the combined attacks 
of the allied forces would utterly overthrow and demolish tt. 
Allthishe saw, But he saw, too, as he says, that in that case 
the victory would enure, not to him or his cause, but to his al- 
lies andtheir cause. Ido not mean tosay that he spoke of per- 
sonal victories, or alluded to personal objects, atail. Hespoke 
of his cause. 

It proceeds to say, then, that never was there before, and ne- 
ver, probably, will there be again, so fair an opportunity for 
himself and his friendsto carry out their own principles and 
policy, and to reap the fruits of their long and arduous strug- 
gle. These principles and this policy, sir, be it remembered, he 
represents, all along, as identified with the principles and policy 
of nullification. And he makes use of this glorious opportuni- 
ty, by refusing to join his Jate allfesin any further attark on 
those in power, rallying anew the old State Rights party to hold 
in check their old opponents, the National Republican party. 
This, he says, would enable him to prevent the complete ascen- 
dancy of his allies, and to compel the Southern division of the 
Administration party to occupy the ground of which he propo- 
ses to take possession, to wit, the ground of the old State Rights 
party. They will have, he says, no other alternative. 

Mr. President, stripped of its military language, what is the 
amountof all this, but that, finding the Administration weak, 
and likely to he overthrown, if the Opposition continued with 
undiminished force, he went over to it, to join it; to act, him- 
self, upon nullification principles; and to compel the Southern 
members af the Admin 10 mect him on those princi- 
ples?—in other words, to mike a nullification Administration, 
and to iakesuch part in ii as should belong to him and his 
friends. He confesses, sir,that in thus abandoning his allies, 
and taking a position to cover those in power he perceived a 
shock would be created, which would require some degree of 
i resolution and fi mness. In this he was right. A shock, sir, 
! has been created; yet there he js. 

i inistration, sir, is represented as succeeding to the 
last, by an inheritance of principle. It professes to tread in the 
footsteps ofits illustrious predecessor. It adopts, generally, 
the sentiments, principles, and opinions, of General Jackson— 
Proclamation and al: and yet, though he be the very prince 
of Nullifiers, and but lately regarded asthe chiefest of sinners, it 
receives the honorable gentieman with the utmost complacen- 
cy; to all appearance the delight is mutual: they find him an 
able leader, he finds them-complying followers. But, sir, in all 
this movement, he understands himself. He means to go 
ahead, and to take them along. He is.in the engine-car; he 
controls the locomotive. 
crease or retard speed, at his own discretion. And as to the 
| occupants of the passenger-cars, sir, they are ashappy a set of 
| gentlemen as one might desire to see, of asummer’s day. They 
fecl that they are in progress; they hope they shall not be run 
| off the track; and when they reacli the end of their journey, they 
| desire to be thankful ! 

The ardnous struggle is now all over, _ Its richest fruits are 
all reaped; Nullification embraces the Sub-Treasuries, and op- 
pression and usurpation will be heard of no more. 

On tke broad surface of the country, sir, there is a spot called 
“the Hermitage.” In that residence is = r occupant Very well 
known, and not a little remarkable both in person and charac- 
ter. Suppose, sir, the occupant of the Hermitage were now to 
open that door, enter the Senate, walk forward, and lock over 
the chamber to the seats onthe other side. Be not frightened, 
gentlemen, it is but fancy’s sketch. Suppose he should thus 
come in among us, sir, and sce into whose hands has fallen the 
chiefsnpportof that Administration, which was. in so great a 
degree, appointed by himself, and which he fondly relied on to 
maintain the principles of his own. If gentlemen werenow to 
see his steady military step, his erect posture, his compressed 
lips, his firmly knitted brow, and his eye full of fire, I cannot 
| help thinking, sir, they wouldall feel somewhat queer. There 
would be, I imagine, not a litle awkward moving, and shifting 
in their seats.. They would expect suon to hear the roar of 
the lion, even if they did not feel his paw. 


ed on the 15th of February last, in which he announces proposi- 
t ons, respecting the constitutional power of Congress, which, 
if they can be maintained, must necessarily give a new direc- 
tion to our leg’slation, and wou d go far towards showing the ne- 
1 cessity of the present bill. 

The honorable me ber, sir, insists that Congress has no right 
to make generalde osites of she public revenue in banks; and he 
| deni s, too, that it can authoiize the reception of any thing but 
i gold and silver in Sie payment af debts and dues to the Govern- 
ment. 

These questions, are questions of magnitude, certainty, 
and, since they have been raised, ought to be answeied They 
may be considered together. Allow me in the first place, how 
ever, to char them ‘rom some extraneous ma ter. The honora- 
ble member puts the first question thus: Have we the right to 
make deposites in the banks, in order to bestow confidence in 
them, with a view foenable them to resume specie payments? 
And, by way of illustration, asks the fa ther question, wheth 
Government could constitution: tly bestow on individaals, or a 
private association. the cama advantages, in order to enable them 


H 
| 1 :zoceed. sir, to the speech of the honorable member, deliver- 
į 
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} to be deposited in! 
| ing, isthe same wav a ` their own mone 
And if this made sf s4fo-kceping he attended with incidental ad- 
| vantages, of considerable importance to the communisy, is not 
that a reason which may preperly govern the discretion of Con- 
gress in the eave?’ Yo benefit the banks, or to benefit the cemmu- 
niy, is, in this case, not the main object; it sonly the incident: 
and as to the case put tov iHustration, it would noi be expected 
of Congress, certainty, to make deposites with individ als with a 
view, principally, of enabling such individuals to poy their debts: 
it might, nevertheless, be very competent te Congress, in some 


had overthrown the protecting tariff, and the American-system, - 
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cases, and a. very «roper exercise .of ils | ewer, to de: esite 
money, even with individuals, in such: manner as that it might 
be advantageous to the depositary... ‘This “incidental or. ce 
sequential advantage. results; often, from: the “nature of th 
transaction, and is inseparable from is. It. ma 4 
enjoyed, more or legs, by. any one, who: holds “pubhé. imë: 
ney for disburenient. In. order. to- the necessary ‘exercise O; 
any ofits powers, Government doubiess.. may. make contrat 
with banks or other corporations. as. well as with individuala 
‘If,it has occasion to buy bills: of exchange, it’ may buy them’: 
‘of banks. If it has stock or Treasury notesto-sell, it may seil: 
to banks, as the Secretary of the Treasury has lately proposéds: 
lt may employ banks, therefore, at ite diseretion, for the keep= 
ing of the public moneys, as those’ moneys must be kept some-- 
where. Jt:can no. more need a specific grant of power in-th 
Constitution for such a purpose,. than one merchant, becomin, 
agent for another to receive any pay out money, would need 
particular clause in his authority, enabling him. to use banks 
for these purposes as other persons-use. them.. No question has: 
ever been raised in this Government: about: the power of Con 
gress to authorize such deposites. ~ Mr. Madison, in opposing © 
the first bank charterin 1791, argued, strenuously, that a Bank” 
of the United States was not: necessary to. Government asa de. 
pository of the publie moneys, because, he insisted, its usei 
could be supplied by other bañiks. This sufficiently shows his 
opinion. And in 1800, Congress made it the duty of the collec- 
tors of customs to deposite bonds for duties in the bank and its 
branches for collection. 5 

When the charter of the first bank expired, m 1811, almost 
every gentleman who oppose’ its renewal contended that it was 
not necessary for the purpose of holding deposites of revenue, 
because State Banks could answer ali such purposes equally 
well. A strong and prevailing tone ofargument runs through 
all the speeches ou that occasion, tending to this conclusion, 
viz. that Gover..ment may derive from State banks ail the bene- 
fit which a Bank ofthe United States could'render. “In 1816, 
when the charter of the last bank was granted, it contained, as © 
originally presented, no. provision for making the public depo- 
sites in the Bank. The bil was. probably drawn, in this parti: 
cular, from the model of the first charter, in. which no such 
clause was contained, without adverting to.the taw of 1800;-but: 
a section was introduced, on my motion, making it the duty of 
cojlectors to deposite the public moneys in the Bank and its 
branches. Jt was this section of the law which -some of ùs 
thought was violated by the removal of the deposites. The 
main object ofthe. deposite biil of 1836, as we know, was to re: 
gulate deposites ofthe public money wiih the State banks ; so 
that, from the commencement of the Government to the pre- 
sent time, nobody haz thought of making any. question of the 
constitutional power of Congress to make such arrangements, 

The geavleman’s other proposition, and which he lays down 
with still more confidence and emphasis, is, that Congress can- 
not, consttutionally, authorize the receipt of bank notes, though 
they he notes of specie-paying banks, m payment of debts to 
Government; because, hesays, that would make them. meney; 
and if we make thera money, then we are bound to control and 
regnlate that money. Most certainly, sir, I agree with the hono- 
rable member, that when bank netes. become money, We are 
bound to control and regulate them. 1 thank him: for this ad= 
mission, since it goesa great way to support that proposition, .:’ 
¿for which I have been contending. That bank notes have. be- 
come money in fact, that they answer the uses of money, that, 
in many ‘respects, the Jaw. treats. them. as money, ig certain. 
Why, then, are we notalready bound:to’ control ahd révulate 
them? The gentleman will say, because we have not ourscives:: 
made them money. But is that aaycanswert Ir they have be 
come money in fact, they require the same regulation, and we- 
have the same authority to bestow it, as if they had acquired 
that character by any acts of our own, because our power is ge- 
neral; itis to take care of the money of the country, and to res 
gulate all the great concerns of commerce. 


W 


y 


tioned. : 
Bat there is something more. Atthe same session the gen. 
teman introduced the bil for the further collection of the reve- 
nue, to which T have already referred, and ia which bil hectar- 
ried the receivability of bank notes much fa rther, and provided 
that rates ofany bank or bankers which were poyibe end 
ped, on demand, in specie might be allo redana accepted} 
all payments to the United Siotes, So-ibet the h 7 $ 
gentleman bimself drew; with his own pepethe very -fret legai 
enactment in the history ofthis Government, be whith it wag 
provided that the notes of Stale banks should be considered and 
treated as movey at the Treastiry.: Sti further, sir The pi} 
containing this provision did not pass the Honee; das I deenn 
ed-some provision necessary, indispensa bly necessary, for fhe 
state of things then existing, t introduced, [think the very next 
day after the failure of the honorable ‘gentlemat’s: WRT, three 
resolutions. Thetwofirst were merely declaratory, asserting 
that all duties, taxes, and imposts, ought to be uniform, and y 
that the revenues of the United States ought to be collected and 
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received in the legal currency, or in Treasury notes, or the notes 
ofthe Bank ofthe United States,as bylaw provided. These 
two resolutions I agreed to waive, as it was thought they were 
not essential, and that they might imply some degree of censure 
upon past transactions. The third resolution was in these 
words. 

“And resolved, further, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he hereby is, requiredand directed to adopt such mea- 
sures as he may deem necessary to cause, as soon as may be, 
all duties, taxes, debts, or sums ofmoney accruing or becoming 
payable to the United States, to be collected and paid in the 
legal currency ofthe United States, or Treasury notes, or notes 
of the Bank of the United States, as aforesiad; and that from and 
after the Ist day of February next, no such duties, taxes, debts, 
or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received otherwise 
than in the lega! currency of the United States, or Treasury 
notes, or notes of the Bankof the United States, as aforesaid.” 

The Senate will perceive that, in this resolution of mine, 
there was no provision whatever for receiving bank notes, ex- 
cept of the Bank of the United States, according to its charter. 
Well, what happened thereon? Why, sir, if you look into the 
National Intelligencer of a succeeding day, you will find it 
etated, that Mr. Calhoun moved to amend Mr Webster’s reso- 
lution by “extending its provisions to the notes of al) banks 
which should, at the time specified therein, pay their notes in 
specie on demand.” è 

‘Thisamendment was opposed, and for a time defeated; but 
it was renewed, and finally prevailed. It was incorported into 
the resolution, became part of the Jaw of the land, and so re- 
mains at this very moment. Sir, may I notnow say to the ho- 
norable member, that if the Constitution of the country has 
been violated by treating bank notes as money—*Thou art the 
man! 

How is it possible, sir, the gentleman could so far forget his 
ownagency in these most important transactions, as to stand 
up Here, the other day, and with an air not only of confidence 
but of defiance,and say: “But Itake a still higher ground; i strike 
at the root of the mischief. I deny the right of this Govern- 
ment to treat bank notes as money in its fiscal transactions. On 
this question I never have before committed myself, though 
not generally disposed to abstain from forming or expressing 
Opinions,” 

I will only add, sir, that this reception and payment of bank 
notes was expressly recognised by the act of the {4th April, 1836; 
by the deposite actof Jane of that year, and by the bill which 
passed both Houses in 1837, but which the President did nei- 
ther approve nor return. In all these acts, so far as I know, 
the honorable member from South Carolina himself concurred, 

So much for authority. 

But now, sir, what is the principle of construction upor 
which the gentleman relies to sustain his doctrine? “The ge- 
nius of our Constitution,” he says, “is opposed to the assump- 
tion of power.” This is undoubtedly true: no one can deny it. 
Bui he adds, “whatever power it gives, is expressly granted.” 

But T think, sir, this by no means follows from the first pro- 
position, and cannot be maintained. Tt is doubtless true that no 
power is to be assumed; but then powers may be inferred, or 
necessarily implied Tt is nota question of assumption; itis a 
question of fair, just, and reasonable inference. To hold that 
no power is granted and no means authorized, but such as are 
granted or authorized by express words, would be to establish 
a doctrine that would put an end to the Government. It could 
not last ances a single sessiou of Congress. If such opinions 
had prevailed in the beginning, it never could have been put 
in ‘motion, and would not have drawn its first breath. My 
friend near me, from Delaware, has gone so fully and so ably 
into this part of the subject. that ic has become quite unneces- 
sary for me to pursue it. Where the Constitution confers on 
Congress a general power, or imposes a general duty, all other 
powers necessary for the exereise of that general power, and 
Jor fulfilling that duty, are implied, so far as there is no prohi- 
bition, We act every day upon this principle, and could not 
carry on the Government without its ald. Under the power to 
coin money, we build expensive mints—fill them with officers— 
punish such officers for emibezzlement—huy bullion—and exer- 
cise various other acts of power. 

The Constitution says that the judicial power of the United 
Siates shall be vested in certain courts. Under this general 
authority we not only establish such courts, but protect their re- 
cords by penalties against forgery, andthe purity of theirad- 
ministration by punishing perjuries. 

The Department of the Post Office is another, and signal in- 
stance, of the extent and necessity of implied powers. The 
whole authority of Congress over this subject is expressed in 
very few words; they are merely “to establish post offices and 
post roads.” Under this short and general grant, laws of Congress 
have been exiended toa great variety of very important enact- 
ments, without the specifie grant of any power whatever, as any 
one may see who wiil look over the post office laws. In these 
Jaws, among other provisions, penalties are enacted against a 
great number of ofiences; thus deducing the highest exercise 
of criminal jurisdiction, by reasonable and necessary infe- 
rence, from the general authority. Butlorbear fiom travers- 
ing 4 field already so fully explored. 

There are one or two other remarks, sir, in the gentleman’s 
speech, which I must not entirely omii to notice. 

in speaking of the beneficial effects of this measure, one, he 
says, would be, that “the weight of the banks would be taken 
frum the side of the tax eonsumers, where it has been, from 
the commencement of the Government. and placcd on the side 
of the tax payers. This great division of the community 
necessarily grows out of the fiseal action of the Government.” 

Sir, I utterly deny that there is the least foundation, in fact, 
for this distinction. It isan odious distinction, calculated to 
inspire envy and hatred; and being, as Ithink, wholly ground- 
less, its suggestion, and the endeavor to maintain it, ought to be 
resisted, and repelled. We are all wax payers 12 the United 
States, who use articles on which imposts are laid; and whois 
there that is excused from this tax, er does not pay his proper 
part of it, according to his consumptien? Certainly not one. 

On the other hand, who are the tax consumers? Clearly, the 
army, the navy, the laborersov public works, and othe: per- 
sons in Government employment. : But even these are not idle 
consumers; they are agents of the Government and of the peo- 
ple. Pensioners may be considered as persons who enjoy bene- 
fit from the public taxes of the country, without rendering pre- 
sent service in return; but the legal provision for them stands on 
the ground of previons merits, which none deny. If we had a 
vast national debt, the annual interest of which wasa charge 
upon the country, the holders of thisdebt might be considered 


as tax consumers. But we have no such debt. If the distinc- 
tion, therefore, which the gentleman states, exists anywhere, 
most certainly it does not exist here. AndI cannot butexceed- 
ingly regret that sentiments and opinions should be expressed 
here, having so little foundation, and yet so well calculated to 
spread prejudice and dislike, far and wide, against the Govern- 
ment and institutions ofthe country. z 

But, sir, Ihave extended these rerńarks already to a length for 
which I find no justification but in my profound cenvicúien of 
the importance of this crisis in our national affairs, We are, as 
itseemsto me, about to rush madly from our proper spheres, 
We are to relinquish the performance of our own incumbent 
duties; to abandon the exercise of essential powers, confided Ly 
the Constitution to our hands, for the good ofthe country. This 
was my opinion inSeptember; it ismy opinionnow. What we 
propose to do and what we emit to do, are, in my judgment, likely, 
to make a fearful, perhaps a fatal, inroad upon the unity of 
commerce between these States, as well as to embarrass and 
rete the employments of the people, and to prolong existing 
evils, 

Sir, whatever we may think of it now, the Constitution had 
its immediate origin in the conviction of the necessity for this 
uniformity or identity, in commercial regulations. 

The whole history of the country, of every year and every 
month, from the close of the war of the Revolution to 1769, 
proves this. Over whatever other interests it was made to ex- 
tend, and whatever other blessings it now does, or hereafter 
may, confer on the millions of free citizens who do or shall 
live under its protection; even though, in time to come, it 
should raisea pyramid of power and grandeur, whose apex 
should look down on the loftiest political structures of other 
nations and other ages, it will yet be true. that it was itself the 
child of pressing commercial necessity. Unity and identity of 
commerce among ail the States was its semina! principle. It 
had been found absolutely impossible to excite or foster enter- 
prise in trade, under the influence of discordant and jarring 
State regulations. The country was losing all the advantages 
ofits position. The Revolution itself was beginning to be re- 
garded asa doubtful blessing. The ocean before us was a bar- 
ren waste. No American canvass whitened its bosom—no 
keels of ours ploughed its waters. The journals of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation show the most constant, unceasing, 
unwearied, but always unsuccessful, appeals to the Staies and 
the people, to renovate the system, to infuse into that Confede- 
ration at once a spirit of union and a spirit of activity, by con- 
ferring on Congress the power over trade. By nothing but the 
perception of its indispensable necessity—by nothing but their 
consciousness of suffering from its want, were the States and 
the people brought, and brought by slow degrees, to invest 
this power, in a permanent end competent Government. 

Sir, hearken to the fervent language of tke ojd Congress, in 
July, 1785, in a letter addressed to the States, prepared by Mr. 
Monroe, Mr. King, and other great names, now transferred from 
the lists of living men, to the records which carry down the 
fame of the distinguished dead. The proposition before them, 
the great objects to which they sosolicitously endeavored to draw 
the attention of the States. was this, viz: that “the United 
States, in Congress assembled, should have the sole and exclu- 
sive right of regulating the trade of the States, as well with fo- 
reign nations as with each other.” This, they say. is urged np- 
on the States by every considerat’on of local ae well as of Fede- 
ral policy; and they beseech them to agree toit, if they wish to 
promote the strength of the Union, and to connect it by the 
memes ties of interest and affection. This was in July, 

In the same spirit, and for the same end, was that most im- 
portant-resojution which was adopted in the House of Dele- 
gates of Virginia, on the 21st day of the following January. Sir, 
1 read the resolution entire. 

« Resolved, That Edward Randolph, and others, be appoint: 
ed commissioners, who, or any five of whom, shall meet such 
comraissioners as may be appointed by the other States in the 
Union, ata time and place to be agreed on, to take into conside- 
ration the trade of the United States; to examine the relative 
situations and trade of the said States; to consider how far a 
uniform system in their commercial regulations may be neces- 
sary to their common interest and their permanent harmeny, 
and to report to the several States such an act relative to this 
great object, as, whea unanimously ratified by them, will enable 
the United States, in Congress assembled, effectually to provide 
for the same; that the said commissioners sha!! immediately 
transmit to the several States copies of the preceding resolu- 
tion, witha circular letter requesting their concurrence therein, 
and proposing a time and place for the meeting aforesaid.” 

Here, sir, let us pause. Les us linger at the waters of the ori- 
ginal feuntain. Let us contemplate this, the first step, in that 
serics of proceedings, so full of great events to us and to the 
world. Notwithstanding the embarrassment and distress of the 
country, the recommendation of the old Congress had not been 
complied with. Every attempt to bring the State Legislatures 
inte any harmony of action, or any pursuit of a common object, 
had signally and disastrously failed. The exigency of the case 
called fora new movement; for a more direct and powerful 
attempt. to bring the good sense and patriotism of the country 
into action upenthe crisis. A solemn assembly was therefore 
proposed—a generalconvention of delegates irom all the States. 
And sow, sir, what was the exigency? What was the crisis? 
Look at the resolution itself; there is notan idea in it but trade. 
Commerce ! commerce! is the beginning and endof it. The 
subject to be considered and examined was “ the relative situa- 
tion of the trade of the States ;” and the object to be obtained 
was the “establishment of a uniform systemin their commer- 
cial regulations, as necessary fo the common interest and their 
permanent harmony.’ Thisisa'l. And, sir, by the adeptien 
of this ever-memo.able resolution, the House of Delegates of 
Virginia, onthe 21st day of January, 1786, performed the first 
actin the train of measures which resulted in that Constituton, 
under the authority of which you now sit in that chair, and I 
have now the honor of addressing the members of this body. 

Mr. President, I am a Northern man. Yam attached to one of 
the States of the North, by the ties of birth and parentage, edu- 
cation, and the associations of early life; and by sincere gratitude 
for » roofs of public confidence early bestowed. Iam bound to 
another Northern State by adoption, by long residence, by all 
the cords of social and domestic life, and by an attachment and 
regard. springing from her manifestation of approbation and fa- 
vor; which grapple me w her with hooks of steel. And yet, sir, 
with the same sincerity of respect, the same deep gratitude, the 
game reverence, and hearty good-will, with which I would pay a 
similar tribute uw cither of these States, do I here acknowledge 
the Commonwealth of Virginia to be entitled to the honor of 


commencing the work of -establishing this. Constitution... ‘The 
honer is hers; let her enjoy. it; let her forever wear dt proudiy; 
there is not a brighter jewel in the tiara- that adorns her brow. 
Let this resolution stand, iHustrating her tecoi ds; and blazoning 
her name through all time! oo. g H 

The meeting, sir, proposed by the resolution was holden. -TE 
took place, as all mow; in Annapolis, in May of the same year; 
but it was thinly attended; arid its members very wisely adopte 
measures to bring abouta fuller and more general convention. 
Their letter to the States on this occasion is full of instruction. 
it shows their sense of the unfortunate condition of the country: 
In their meditations on the subject, they saw the extent to which 
the commercial power must necessarily extend: The sagacity 
of New'Jersey had led her, in agreeing to the original proposi- 
tion of Virginia, to enlarge the object of the appointment of 
commissioners, so as to embrace not only commercial yegula- 
tions, bul other important matters. This suggestion the-coih- 
missioners adopted, because they thought, as they inform ue, 
“that the power of regulating trade is of such comprehensive 
extent, and will enter so far into the general system of the Fede- 
ral Government, that to give it efficacy, and to obviate questions 
and doubts concerning its precise nature and limits, might re-’ 
quire a correspondent adjustment of other parts of the. Federa? 
system.” Here yon see, sir, that other powers, such ag are 
now in the Constitution, were expected to branch out of the ne- 
cessary commercial power; and, therefore, the letter of the com- 
missioners concludes with recommending a general convention 
“to take into consideration the whole situation of the United 
States, and to devise such further provisions as should appear. 
necessary to render the Constitution of the Federal Government 
adequate to the exigencies of the Union.” Sony 

The result of the convention was the present, Constitution. 
And yet, in the midst of all this ftood of light, respecting ite ori. 
ginal objects and purposes, and with all the adeguate: powers 
which it confers, we abandon the commerce of ihe country, we 
betray its interests, we turn ourselves away from ite most cry- 
ing necessities. Sir, it will be a fact, stamped in deep and dark 
lines upon our annals; it will be a truth, which in all time can 
never be denied or evaded, that if this Constitution shall pot, 
now and hereafter, be so administered as to maintain a uniform 
system in all matters of trade; if it shall not protect and regulate 
the commerce of the country, inal its great interests, in Its fo- 
reign intercourse, in its domestic intercourse, in lis navigation, 
in its currency, in every thing which fairly belongs to the 
whole idea of commerce, either as an end, an agent, oran in- 
strument, then that Constitution will have failed, utterly failed 
to accomplish the precise, distinct, original object, in which 
it had its being. 7 ; 

In matters of trade, we were no longer to be Georgians, Vir- 
ginians, Pennsylvanians, or Massachusetts men. We were to 
have but one commerce, and that the commerce of che United 
States. There were not to be separate flags, waving over se- 
parate commercial systems. ‘There was to be one flag, the 
E PLURIBUS UNUM; and toward that was to be that rally of ani- 
ted a gas and affections, which our fathers had so earnestly 
invoked. : : f s 

Mr. President, this unity of commercial regulation is, ja” my 
»pinion, indispensable ta the safety of the union of the Statee 
themselves. In peace it is strongest tie. I care not, sir, or 
what side, or in which of its branches, it may be attacked - 
Every successful attack upon it, made anywhere, weakens the 
whole, and renders the next assault easier and more dangerous. 
Any denial of its just power isan attack upon it, We attack 
it, most fiercely attack it, whenever we say we will not exer- 
cise the powers which it enjoins. If the court had yielded to 
the pretensions of respectable States upon the subject of steam 
navigation, and to the retaliatory proceedings of other States; 
if retreat and excuse, and disavowal of power had been pre- 
vailing sentiments then, in what condition, at this moment, lez 
me ask, would the steam navigation of the country be found? 
Tons, sir, to us, his countrymen, te us, whe feel so much ad- 
miration for his genius, and so much gratitude for his vervites, 
Fulton would have lived almost in vain. State grants and'State 
exclusions would have covered over all our waters, 

Sir, it isin the nature of such things, that, the first violation, 
or the first departure from true principles, draws more impor 
tant violations or departures after it; and the first surrender of 
just authority will be followed by others more to be deplored. 
if commerce be a unit, to break itin one part is to decree its ùl- 
timate dismemberment jnall. If there be made a first’ chasm. 
though itbe small, through that the whole wild ocean “will 
pour in, and we may then throw up embankments in vain. 

Sir, the spirit of union is particularly liable to temptation 
and seduction, in moments of peace and prosperity. In war, 
this svirit is strengethened by a sense of common danger, and 
by a thousand recollections of ancient effarts and ancient glory 
ina common cause. In the calms of a long peace, and the 
absence of all apparent causes of alarm, things near gaman 
ascendency over things remote. Local interests and feelings 
overshadow national sentiments, Our attention, our. regard, 
and our attachment, are every moment solicited to what touches 
us closest, and we feel less and Jess the attraction of @ distant 
orb. Such tendencies, we are bound by true patriotism, and by. 
our love of union, to resist. Thisis our duty; and the moment,” 


sete: 


~in my judgment, has arrived when that duty is summoned to 


action. We hear, every day, sentiments andarguments, which 
would become a meeting of envoys, employed by separate 
Governments, more than they become the common Legislature 
of a united country. Constant appeals are made to local inte- 
terests, to geographical distinctions, and to the policy and the 
pride of particular States. It would sometimesappear that it 
was, or as if it were,a settled purpose to convince the people 
that our*Union isnothiog but a jumble of different aud discor- 
dant interests, which must, ere long, beall returned to their 
original state of separate existence; as if, therefore, it was of no 
great value while it should last, and >was not likely to last long. 
The process of disintegration begins, by urging the fact of dif- 
ferent interests. 

Sir, is not the end obvious, to which ail this Jeads.us? Who 
does not see that, if cowvictions of this kind take possesston of 
the public mind, our Union can hereafter be nothing: while it 
remains, buta connection without harmony; a: bond ‘without 
affection; a theatre for the angry contests of local feelings, lo- 
cal objects, and loca! jealousies? Even while it continues: to 
exist, hi name, it may, by these means, become nothin&® but the 
mere form ofa unitedGovernment. My children, andthe cál- 
dren of those who sit around me, may meet, perhape, in this 
chamber, in the next prea but if tendencies, now butiao 
obvious, be not checked, they will meet as strangersand aliens. 
They will feel no sense of common interéster cemnitn coub- 
try: they will cherish no common object of pattietic™ loves: If 
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the same Saxon language shall fall from their lips, it may be 
the chief preof that they belong to the same nation. ` lts vital 
principle exhausted and gone, its power of doing goed termi- 
nated, now productive only of strife and contention, and no lon- 
ger sustained by a sense of common interest, the Union itself 
must ultimately fall, dishonored and unlamented. 

The honorable member from Carolina himself, habitually 
indulges in charges of usurpation and oppression against the 
Governmen: of his country. He daily denounces its important 
measures, in the Janguage in which ‘our revolutionary fathers 
spoke ofthe oppressions of the mother country. Not merely 
against Executive usurpation, either real or. supposed, does he 
utter these sentiments, but against laws of Congress, laws pass- 
ed by large majorities, laws sanctioned, for a course of years, by 
the people. These lawshe proclaims, every hour, tobe buta 
series of acts of oppression. Hespeaks of them as if it were 
an admitted fact, that such is their true character. This is the 
language which he utters, these the sentiments he expresses, to 
the rising generation around him. Are they sentiments and 
language which are likely to inspire our children with the love 
ofunion,to enlarge their patriotism, or to teach them, and to 
make them feel, that their destiny has made them common citi- 
zens of one great and glorious republic. A principal object, in 
his late political movements, the gentleman himeelf tells us, 
‘Waa to unite the entire South; and against whom, or against 


what, does he wish to unite the entire South? Isnot thisthe !! 
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“framed it. Yes, sir, I would act as if our fathers, who formed 
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Independent Treasury—Mr. Webster. 


very essence of local feeling and local regard? Is it not the ac- { 
knowledgment ofa wish and object, to create political strength, | 
by uniting political opinions geographically? While the gen-- 
teman thus wishes to unite the entire South, I pray to know, 

sir, ifhe expects me to turn toward the polar star, and, acting 

on the same principle, to utter a cry of Rally! to the whole 

North? Heaven forbid? To the day of my death, neither he 

nor others shall hear such a cry from me. 

Finally, the honorable member dectares that he shall now 
march off, under the banner of State Rights! March off from 
whom? March off from what? We have been contending for 
great priaciples. We have been struggling to maintain the 
liberty and to restore the prosperity of the country; we have 
made these struggles here, 1n the national councils, with the old 
flag, the true American flag, the Eagle, and the > tars and Stripes, 
waving over the chamber in which we sit. He now tells us, 
however, that he marches off under the State Rights banner! 

Lethim go. Iremain. I am where Lever have been, and 
ever mean to be. Here, standing on the platform of the general 
Constitution—a platform broad enough, and firm enough, to up- 
hold every interest of the whole country—I shall stili be found. 
Intrusted with some part in the administration of that Constitu- 
tion, Iintend to act in its spirit, and in the spirit of those who 


it for us, and who bequeathed it to us, were looking on us—as if 
I could see their venerable forms bending down to behold us, 


THE END. 


from the abodesaboye; I would act, tod; sif, as if that tong line 
of posterity were also viewing. us, whose eye is hereafter ta 


. üy 
From their firm base as soon.as 1,” 


> Teame into public life, sir, in the service of the United States. 
On that broad-altar my earliest, and all my public vows, have 


y 


been made. I propese to serve no other master. Bö far. as 
depends on any agency. of mine, they shall continue united 
States; united in interest and in affection; united in every thing 
in regard to which the Constitution has decreed their union; 
united in war, for the common defence, the-common renown, 


anu the common glory; and united, compacted, knit firmly to- 
gether in peace, for the common prosperity and happiness of 


ourselves and our. children. 


